


Hadith QudsF (Sacred Hadith) are

those Sayings of the Prophet

Muhammad divinely communicated to

him, though the actual wording need

not necessarily be that of the

Almighty.

The present collection has been

compiled from all the available books

of Hadith. The forty chosen are all

well authenticated and present many

of the doctrinal, devotional and ethical

elements of Islam. A scholarly

introduction deals fully with the

subject and shows the way in which

Sacred Hadith differ from the Holy

Qur'an and Prophetic Hadith.

The selecdon and translations have

been made by two scholars whose

previous ti'anslation of an-Nawawi's

Forty Hadith gained wide approval for

its accuracy and readability. The

present book, a companion volume to

an-Nawawi's Forty Hadith, has been

printed in similar format, with the

orginal Arabic text given alongside the

English translation.
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In the name of Allah

the Merciful the Compassionate

INTRODUCTION

The present book, a selection ofHadith ()udsi^ (i, e.

the Sayings of the Prophet Muhammad as revealed to

him by the Almighty) with a translation into English, is a

companion volume to our translation of the Forty

Hadith of the Imam an -Nawawi.We thought it might
be useful to preface the Book with a short study about

Hadith Qudsi (Sacred Hadith), their source books, the

subjects treated, and the considerations taken into

account when making our selection and preparing the

translation.'

Sacred Hadith are so named because, unlike the

majority of Hadith which are Prophetic Hadith, their

authority (Sanad) is traced back not to the Prophet but to

the Almighty. The epithets rabbdnl and ilahi are also

applied to them, both words giving the meaning of

'divine'.

Among the many definitions given by early Muslim

I. Hadith, often rendered as "Traditions"', are the recorded words, actions and
sanctions of the Prophet Muhammad. The Arabic pKiral of the word hadnh
isahadithVJe have treated ir as an English collective noun and have therefore

not supplied it with the diacritical marks required by the rules of transliteration.

In like manner we have preferred, in the tide of the book, to retain the word

"qudsi", it being a religious term, rather than to use its English equivalent. The
meaning ofthe word qudsi \s "sacred" or "divine" and throughout the Introduction

we have employed the term Sacred Hadith.
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scholars to Sacred Hadith is that ofas-Sayyid ash-Sharif

al-Jurjani (died 816 A.H.) in his lexicon At-Ta rtfat

where he says: "A Sacred Hadith is, as to the meaning,

from Allah the Almighty; as to the wording, it is from the

Messenger ofAllah, may the blessings and peace ofAllah

be upon him. It is that which Allah the Almighty has

communicated to His Prophet through revelation or in

dream, and he, peace be upon him, has communicated it

in his own words. Thus theQur^an is superior to it

because, besides being revealed, it is His wording."

A more comprehensive definition is provided by a

later scholar, al-Mulla *^ Ali ibn Muhammad al-Qari, the

Hanafijurisprudent (died 1016 A.H.) in which he says of

Sacred Hadith that "it is that which is related by the

foremost of relaters and the most reliable of authorities,

the best of blessings and salutations be upon him, from
Allah, may He be glorified, sometimes through the

medium ofGabriel, upon whom be blessings and peace,

and sometimes by revelation, inspiration and dreams,
Allah having entrusted to him the expressing of it in such
words as he wished. It differs from the Holy Qur^an in

that the revelation of the latter was only through the

medium of the Upright Soul' and is restricted to the

wording specifically revealed from the Preserved Tablet,

which was then passed on by tawdtur^, absolutely

I . i.e. Gabriel.

2. A teclinical word meaning "the passing on or transmitting by groups ofmen" i.e.

rather than by individuals.The manner in which the Qur^an was recorded was by
tawdiur, while the majority of the Prophet's Hadith were passed on through
chains o[ dhdd (individuals).

8



unchanged in every generation, age and time. Many and

well known are the consequences that flow from this: that

[unlike the Holy Qur^an] Sacred Hadith are not

acceptable for recitation in one's prayers; they are not

forbidden to be touched or read by one who is in a state of

ritual impurity, or by a menstruating woman or one

confined to childbed; if repudiated, such repudiation

does not result in the person so doing being guilty of

unbelief; and they are not characterised by the attribute

of inimitability."'

It can thus be seen that, when dealing with Sacred

Hadith, Muslim scholars throughout the ages have

concerned themselves with clarifying the following four

issues:

1. The distinction to be made between Sacred

Hadith and Prophetic Hadith

As previously stated, the chain of authorities in the

latter ends with the Prophet, while in Sacred Hadith the

final attribution is tothe Almighty. Generally, therefore,

Sacred Hadith are to be found recorded in the first

person. This does not of course mean that Prophetic

Hadith are not based on divine inspiration, for it is said

in the Holy Qur^an^: "He does not speak by whim„

1. Among other definitions given by Muslim scholars arc those of aJ-Husayn ibn

Muhammad ai-llb! (died 743 A. H.), Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Kirmani, the

commentator on al-Bukhari {died 786 A.H.), Ibn Hajar ai- Haytami, the

commcntiUoron an-NawawT's fl/-^rAa^«n (died 974 A.H.)andMuhammad ibn

^Mlan iis-SiddK|T, the Shafi'^T scholar and commentator on Riydd as -Sdlihin

(died 10.J7 A.H.).

2. Chapter 53, verse 3 .
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2. The distinction to be made between Sacred

Hadith and the Holy Qur^an

As indicated by al-Mulla al-Qan in the above

quotation, the Holy Qur^'an has been handed on down
the centuries in its revealed wording by tawdtur whereas

Sacred Hadith have been transmitted in versions

recorded by chains of individuals (dhad). Sacred

Hadith, moreover, are subject, in regard to establishing

their authenticity, to the same stringent rules as are

Prophetic Hadith, being regarded as sound and good or

as weak and of doubtful authenticity according to

whether they comply with the demands of these rules.

Minor differences between Sacred Hadith and the

Holy Qur^an, additional to those given by al-Qari,

include the fact that the Holy Qur^an is divided into

chapters and verses; that he who recites it is rewarded

tenfold for every letter recited'; that the Almighty has

promised that it will be preserved from change and
alteration;^ also that, when quoted from, the exact words

should be given and not merely the meaning.

3. Whether the divine nature of Sacred Hadith

extends both to the wording and the meaning

Scholars are divided in their opinions, some holding

1, See ihe Prophetic Hadith which says: "He who recites a letter from the Book of

Allah will have a blessing, each blessing being as ten." It was related by

at-Tirmidhl, who said it was a good and sound Hadith,

2. See Qur^an, Chapter 15, Verse 9 which reads: "Truly We have revealed the

Scripture and truly We shall preserve it.".
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that both the meaning and the wording are from Allah

the Almighty, supporting their view by the fact that

Sacred Hadith are clearly ascribed to the Almighty,

being called sacred or divine, also that the words of a

Sacred Hadith are generally given in the first person.

Other scholars interpret the same facts as showing that

while the meaning is from Allah the Almighty, the actual

wording is from the Prophet, duly authorised by the

Almighty to provide the wording. Thus Sacred Hadith

differ from the Holy Qur^an in not possessing the

attribute of inimitability, are capable of having

variations in wording, and when being quoted the

meaning may at times be given without necessarily

giving the exact words.

With both schools in agreement that the meaning is

from the Almighty, the divergence of thought between

them regarding the wording consists in effect in the first

holding the belief that the actual wording has been

revealed, while the second school holds that it has been

inspired. The difference is thus relatively slight.

4. The forms in which Sacred Hadith are

recorded

Two main forms have been singled out by scholars

for relating Sacred Hadith: the first—and that preferred

by early Muslim scholars-^being that the Sacred Hadith

should start with the words "The Prophet, may the

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him, says from

among the sayings he relates from his Lord, may He be



glorified", while the second form opens with the words

"Allah the Almighty has said, from among the sayings

related from Him by the Messenger of Allah, may the

blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him," The meaning

is one and the same.

However, a study ofSacred Hadith reveals that they

can also assume the following forms:

1. The Hadith starts with the words 'The

Messenger ofAllah, may the blessings and peace ofAllah

be upon him, said that Allah, may He be glorified, said".

This is a commonly used form^

2. The words of the Almighty are given in a form

other than that of speech, as for instance in the Hadith

where the words "My mercy prevails over My wrath"

take the form of writing' and clearly refer to the

Almighty.

3. Where the Hadith is not sacred from beginning to

end but in which the sacred portion is clearly ascribed to

the Almighty and follows introductory words by the

Prophet explaining the particular circumstances in

which the Hadith is being related^.

4. The sacred portion of the Hadith is given within

the whole Hadith and is ascribed to the Almighty in an

1. Sec Hadilh 2 in the present coUcciion.

2. Sec Hadith 1 in ihe present collection. A similar instance is the Hadilh givrn by

Muslim which reads: "AlUh the AJmighly revealed to me: You should behave

humbly so that no one is haughiy towards another and no oneoppresses another."

Sec* too, Hadith 39 of ihis collection.

3. See Hadilh 7 in the present collection.
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indirect manner e.g. by being introduced by some such

words as "it is said" ', it being clear from the context that

the words that follow are those of the Almighty or are

given at His bidding. Also the fact that the Arabic word

yughfar'' (it is forgiven), which occurs in the same

Hadith, is given in the passive voice, is a sure indication

that in both instances reference is being made to the

Almighty.

Of all these six forms, therefore, the first two

traditional forms, together with the form "He said, may
the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him, that Allah,

may He be glorified, said" are employed when the

Hadith is wholly sacred from beginning to end. The
remaining forms are used in all other cases. All these

forms are described as sacred owing to the presence in

them of at least a phrase that is ascribed to the Almighty.

Sources and collections of Sacred Hadith

Sacred Hadith were not treated any differently from

Prophetic Hadith in respect ofthe manner in which they

were collected, tested and committed to writing. We thus

find that the recognised books of Hadith are the sole

sources of both types of Hadith, Sacred and Prophetic,

no distinction being made between them and both being

included under the classifications chosen by the

compiler, apart from the particular formulae used in

introducing Sacred Hadith and which have been

referred to. It would seem that collections of Sacred

I . See Hadith 20 in the present collection.
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Hadith as such were compiled only at a much later date.

Such collections are not numerous and, to the best ofour

knowledge, comprise the following:

1

.

Kitdb mishkat al-anwdr ftrnd ruwiya ^an Alldhi

subhdnahu min al-akhbdr by Shaykh MuhyT 'd-din ibn

al- ^Arabl (died 638 A.H. ). The book contains a hundred

and one Sacred Hadith and was printed in 1346 A,H,

(1927 A.D.) in Aleppo. It may well be that this is the

book referred to by Ibn Hajar al-Haytami in his Al-Fath

al-mubin Ji shark al-ArhaHn when he says: "The Sacred

Hadith are more than a hundred and have been collected

in a large volume"— though Ibn al-^Arabi's 101 Hadith

can scarcely be said to constitute a large volume.

2. In his hooksJam^ al-Jawdmi*^, otherwise known as

Al-Jdmi^ al'KabiT and Al-Jdmi^ as.Sagh^r,]^\^i\\Ji =*d-din

as-Suyuti (died 911 A.H.) groups Sacred Hadith

separately from Prophetic Hadith; this is due to the fact

that the contents of the two books are arranged in

alphabetical order and that those Sacred Hadith that

begin with the phrase qala ^lldhu ^azz^ wajalla appear

under the letter "Q" (qaf). Sixty-six Sacred Hadith are

given in Al-Jdmi^ as-Saghir and a hundred and

thirty-three ixijam^ al~Jawami^,

3. Al-Ahddith al-Qudsiyyah al-Arba ^iniyyah by

Mulla 'All 'al-Qari (died 1016 A.H.). As its title

indicates the book contains forty Sacred Hadith selected

by the author; it was printed in Istanbul in 1316 A.H.

(1898 A.D.) and again in Aleppo in 1346 A.H. (1937

A.D.)
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4. Al'Ithqfat as-Saniyyah bil -Ahddtth al-Qudsiyyah

by ^Abdar-Ra=*uf al-MunawI(died 1031 A.H.), which
contains 272 Hadith arranged in alphabetical order-

It has been printed in Cairo several times.

5. Al-Ithdfdt as-Saniyyah fi ^l~Ahddith al-Qudsiyyah

by Muhammad ibn Mahmud at-Tarabzuni al-Madani,

the Hanafr jurisprudent who died in the year 1200 A.H.

(1795 A.D.) and is a different book from that of

al-Munawi's al-Ithdfdt as-Saniyyah. Al-Madani refers to

the fact that he had read the collections ofboth as-Suyuti

and al-MunawI and had quoted from them^ It appears

that the compiler attempted in his collection to bring

together all the Sacred Hadith known to him; while his

collection includes no less than 863 Hadith, he states that

"a thorough search would lay claim to more than this."^

However, the number contained in the collection

includes numerous repetitions owing to the different

versions given.

The compiler took the liberty of including in his

collection a number of weak Hadith and even some

which would be regarded by meticulous scholars as

spurious; he does, however, draw attention to such

instances.^

I . Muhammad al-Madani: Al-Ithdfdt as-Saniyyah Jt^l-Ahddith al-Qudsiyyak ,
page

39, Hyderabad edition oi' 1358 A.H.

'2. Ibid., page 187.

3. Ibid., see for example the ibilowing Hadith: Numbers 110, 200, 201, 213, 316 and

327.
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The collection was printed twice in Hyderabad, in

1323 A.H. (1905 A.D.) and again in 1358 A.H. (1939

A.D. ); it was also recently printed in Cairo in 1387 A.H.

(1967 A.D,).

6. In 1389 A.H. (1969 A.D.) a large collection of

Sacred Hadith appeared in two volumes under the title

Al'Ahadith al-Qudsiyyah. Compiled by the Committee of

the Qur^an and Hadith ofthe Higher Council for Islamic

Affairs in Egypt, the publication contains all the Sacred

Hadith to be found in the six canonical collections^ and

in Malik's al-Muwatta^ . It is the most complete and

reliable collection to date^, containing as it does four

hundred Sacred Hadith with different variants where

they occur.

^

Subject matter of Sacred Hadith

The subject matter of Sacred Hadith^ is, by its

nature, restricted, both by reason of the limited number

1. The collections compiled by al-Bukhari, Muslim, at-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud.

an-Nasa^i and Ibn Majah.

2. Ifin a future edition the collection were to include, together with due verification,

additional Sacred Hadith to be found in the Musnad ofAhmad ibn Hanbal and

other sources, the work could be regarded as truly comprehensive.

3. In 1 397 (1978 A.D. ) Mustafa *Ashur began publishing in Cairo a collection under
the title "Al-Ahadtlh al-Qudsij>yah" . Up to the present four short volumes have
appeared containing 60 Hadith. The collection is attributed to the Imam
an-NawawT, though in fact the Imam an-Nawawi compiled no work with such a
title; the book merely consists, as mentioned by the compiler himself, of Sacred
Hadith extracted from the Sahih of Muslim with an-Nawawl's commentary,
together with some additions.

4.

A\\ma,^Ash•Sh^^T^b^V.Adabal-AhadTlhal-QJ^dsiyy^th, Ash-Sha*=b Press.Cairo 1969.

^h^^bsLnMuhskmmadlsm^^t: At-AMnhal'QjidsijfyakwamanzilatuhdJ^^

W,A, Graham, Diviru Word and Prophetic Word in Early Islam, pp. 95-101, Mouton,
1977.
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of such Hadith and because of the divine utterances by
which they are uniquely characterised and which confine

them to particular domains to which they appear best

suited.

It is possible, from an examination ofthem, to group
the subject matter of Sacred Hadith under the following

main headings:

1

.

Affirmation of the doctrine ofUnity and being on

ones guard against forms of polytheism and scepticism;

revealing the majesty of the Creator and of His

uniqueness in possessing the qualities of perfection and
sublimity; and the furthering of right intention and
sincerity when turning to the Almighty.

2. The proper discharge of religious observances,

both those ordained and those recommended—including
prayer, fasting, Zdkdt^ pilgrimage, dhikr^ and
supererogatory works — with due devotion, humility

and lack of self-interest.

3. The attainment of proper standards of morality

and virtue; kindness towards one's relatives; good

behaviour towards people in general; affection for the

pious; and enjoining that which is good and censuring

that which is objectionable.

4. Self-dedication to the cause of Allah through

I An annual tax levied on a man^s capital wealth.

3, The repetition of formulae in praise of the Almighty.
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acceptance of such destiny as He has ordained; making

oneselfready to meet Him; and willingness to give one's

life and all that is dear to one in obedience to Him.

5. Preparation for the Day of Reckoning, with its

rewards and punishments, through continual

repentance and asking for His mercy; combining fear

and hope; beseeching His pardon through such good

deeds as one may have performed and through such

intercession as He permits; total confidence in His

abounding mercy which prevails over His wrath and

enfolds His servants.

It is possible to generalise about the subject matter

of Sacred Hadith and to say that they clarify the

meanings of the Divinity and servitude to Him in its

various aspects, particularly in the fields of belief,

worship and conduct. They scarcely go beyond this

domain into such areas as legislation, civil and
commercial practices and the like, all of which are

Hadith.
Q

The style of Sacred Hadith is in keeping with its

subject matter and can be said to take the form usually

of direct expression, either by way of divine injunctions

from the Almighty to His servants, or through verbal

exchanges between Him and them, with spiritual

guidance as their aim, or through such other forms of

expression as will strengthen the bond between the

Almighty and His servants. Whatever the form they

18



take, the style of Sacred Hadith is invariably sublime,

spiritual and deeply moving.

This is no doubt one of the reasons that has caused

authors of books of at-Targhib wa ^ t-Tarhlh i.e. of

encouragement and admonition in religious matters,

and ofdevotional and mystical works, to quote copiously

from Sacred Hadith. Some, however, in doing so, have

fallen into the error of failing to check the soundness of

such Hadith and cite examples that are either weak or

spurious when they could have made their choice from

the corpus of those whose soundness has been

established.

f he present coUection

During the last decade Sacred Hadith have

attracted considerable attention: anthologies have been

made of the Sacred Hadith to be found in the general

books of Hadith, as previously mentioned; old

collections that had been out of print have been

reprinted; studies have been written about Sacred

Hadith, their competence as authorities in religious

matters and their validity as proofs in legal argument, or

about the guidance and instruction they contain; and

translations of them into other languages have been

made for the benefit ofthose who do not know Arabic. In

all these fields, however, there is still scope for further

effort, and we have thus been encouraged to produce the

present collection of a number of sound Sacred Hadith,

together with a translation into English of their

meanings. In the preparation of it the following
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considerations have been taken into account:

a.) that the number should be confined to forty,

thereby following the practice ofother compilers ofshort

selections of Hadith who took as a guide the words ofthe

Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon

him): "Whosoever memorises and preserves for my
People forty Hadith relating to their religion, Allah will

resurrect him on the Day ofResurrection in the company
ofjurists and religious scholars". It was moreover felt

that a reasonably limited number would provide an

easier introduction to the subject for those studying it

and would encourage them to extend their readings in it

further, and that a judicious selection of forty Hadith

would none the less adequately cover a number of

religious fundamentals.

P*) that great care be taken in checking the Hadith

chosen so that the collection might contain only those

that were ofsound authority. Thus, among those chosen

are thirty-four Hadith that are to be found in either one

or both of the Sahths of al-Bukhari and Muslim, while

the remaining six, duly authenticated, are to be found in

the other well known collections; such authentication is,

where applicable, referred to in a note to the Arabic text

of the particular Hadith.

When a Hadith is to be found in more than one
source, as is mostly the case, we have first given the

source from which we have taken the version used and
have then mentioned the other sources in which it

appears.
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c.) that the Hadith chosen should patently possess

the characteristic ofbeing sacred, either by the text being

sacred from beginning to end, or by the presence within

the Hadith of a phrase that is sacred.

d.) that the Hadith chosen should as far as possible

illustrate the various subjects covered by Sacred Hadith

so that the reader may gain a general idea of their nature

and the guidance they provide.

The Hadith have been arranged according to

subject matter, starting with those dealing with faith and

followed by those relating to religious observances,

virtuous qualities and actions, martyrdom and

forbearance towards what Allah has decreed, repentance

and the asking of His mercy, and, finally, those Hadith

that are concerned with the Day of Reckoning. The
volume both opens and closes with Hadith that tell ofthe

mercy and favour of Allah.

We were further encouraged to produce the present

collection, together with a translation, by the fact that, to

the best of our knowledge, only two books of Sacred

Hadith have been produced in English translation.

These are:

1. Hadees-e-Qudsi, selected by Maulana Ahmad
Saeed Dehlvi and translated, apparendy from the Urdu,

by Mohammad Salman. It was printed in India in 1972

and again in 1976. Containing only the English

translations, the Hadith vary in the degree of their
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authenticity, some of them being weak. The translation

is in need of proof-correcting and revision.

2. The third section of Dr. William Graham's

Divine Word and Prophetic Word in Early hiam . It

contains ninety Hadith in translation, together with the

original texts. While the Hadith vary in their degrees of

authenticity, they are all clearly traced back to their

original sources. The book was published in America in

1977.

In translating the Hadith in the present collection

we have followed the same procedure adopted with

an-Nawawi's Forty Hadith^ namely that we co-operate

together, each one of us complementing the work of the

other and acting as a check on him. This system has, we
hope, helped in our attempts at attaining accuracy and

precision; in undertaking the translation we have

consulted the most reliable commentaries. At the same

time we have striven to provide a readable English

rendering.

In our translation of the meanings of the Sacred

Hadith we have adhered closely to the original. When
forced to depart slightly from a strictly literal rendering,

we have indicated this in a footnote; when we felt obliged

to add words to the English translation for the sake of

style or clarity, we have enclosed such additions in

square brackets. The word ^' Allah" has been retained

and has not been translated as "God"; certain religious

terms such aszakdt ^.nddhikr have also been retained and

explanatory notes supplied.
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The original Arabic text has been printed alongside

the English translation for ease of reference. The

footnotes have been kept to a minimum.

It is our hope that we have been able to provide the

Arabic reader, as also readers ofEnglish, be they Muslim

or non-Muslim, with a collection of authenticated

Sacred Hadith which will serve them as an introduction

to this branch ofdevotional literature and will encourage

them to acquaint themselves further with it.

May the Almighty make it possible for us to

complete the other similar translations in the field of

Hadith that we wish to carry out.

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.

Abu Dhabi on 1st Muharram 1400 A.H.

20th November 1979 A.D.

Ezzeddin Ibrahim

Dcnys Johnson-Davies (Abdul Wadoud)

^;- ^'& -31;-
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HADITH 1

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said

:

When Allah decreed the Creation

He pledged Himself by writing in His

book which is laid down with Him: My
mercy prevails over My wrath.

It was related by Muslim (also by al-Bukhari,

an-Nasa"*! and Ibn Majah).

^^^
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HADITH 2

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him), who said: Allah the

Almighty has said:

The son of Adam denied Me and

he had no right to do so. And he reviled

Me and he had no right to do so. As for

his denying Me, it is his saying: He will

not remake me as He made me at first '-

and the initial creation [of him] is no

easier for Me than remaking him. As

for his revihng Me, it is his saying:

Allah has taken to Himselfa son, while

I am the One, the Everlasting Refuge. I

begot not nor was I begotten, and there

is none comparable to Me.
- 3*

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by an-Nasa T)

;14 Jll M;
*I» to ^)V

1. i.e. bring nir back to life after death.
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HADITH 3

On the authority of Zayd ibn Khahd al-Juhaniyy

(may Allah be pleased with him), who said:

The Messenger of Allah (may the

blessings and peace of Allah be upon

him) led the morning prayer for us at

al-Hudaybiyah following rainfall

during the night. When the Prophet

(may the blessings and peace of Allah

be upon him) finished', he faced the

people and said to them:

Do you know what your Lord has

said? They said: Allah and His

Messenger know best. He said: This

morning one ofMy servants became a

believer in Me and one a disbeliever.

As for him who said: We have been

given rain by virtue of Allah and His

mercy, that one is a behever in Me, a

disbeliever in the stars^; and as for him
who said: We have been given rain by

1. Lit."left".

2. The pre-Islamic Arabs believed that rain was brought about by
movements of the stars. This Hadith draws attention to the fact
that whatever be the direct causes ofsuch natural phenomena as
rain, it is Allah the Almighty who is the Disposer of all things.
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such-and-such a star, that one is a

disbeliever in Me, a behever in the

stars.

It was related by al-Bukhar! (also by Malik and
an-Nasa"*!).

t.U %u ^'*

ri? 7^ zt7
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HADITH 4

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said

:

Allah said:

Sons ofAdam inveigh against [the

am
My

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Muslim).

iff iff iiJ

1 .
As the Almighty is the Ordainer of all things, to inveigh against
misfortunes that are part of Time is tantamount to inveighing
against Him.
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HADITH 5

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said

:

Allah (glorified and exalted be He) said:

I am so self-sufficient that I am in

no need of having an associate'. Thus
he who does an action for someone
else's sake as well as Mine will have

that action renounced by Me to him
whom he associated with Me.

It was related by Muslim (also by Ibn Majah).

y.'. >lt. Sli.
(,• rj* .;».

I
.

Lit. I am the most self-sufficient ofassociates and am in no need of
having an associate V
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HADITH 6

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said: I heard the Messenger of

Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon

him) say:

The first of people against whom
judgment will be pronounced on the

Day ofResurrection will be a man who
has died a martyr. He will be brought

and Allah will make known to him His

favours and he will recognise them.

[The Almighty] will say: And what did

you do about them? He will say: I

fought for You until I died a martyr. He
will say: You have lied — you did but

fight that it might be said [of you] :H e is

courageous. And so it was said. Then

he will be ordered to be dragged along

on his face until heis castintoHell-fire.

[Another] will be a man who has

studied [rehgious] knowledge and has

taught it and who used to recite the

Qur^an. He will be brought and Allah

will make known to him His favours

and he will recognise them. [The

Almighty] will say: And what did you

do about them? He will sav: I studied

[religious] knowledge and I taught it
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a^^

and I recited the Qur an for Your sake.

He will say: You have lied — you did

but study [religious] knowledge that it

might be said [of you]: He is learned.

And you recited the Qur'^an that it

might be said [of you]: He is a reciter.

And so it was said. Then he will be

ordered to be dragged along on his face

until he is cast into Hell-fire.

[Another] will be a man whom Allah

had made rich and to whom He had

given all kinds of wealth. He will be

brought and Allah will make known to

him His favours and he will recognise

them. [The Almighty] will say: And
what did you do about them? He will

say: I left no path [untrodden] in which

You like money to be spent without

spending in it for Your sake. He will

say: You have lied—you did but do so

that it might be said [of you]: He is

open-handed. And so it was said. Then

he will be ordered to be dragged along

on his face u ntil he is cast intoH ell-fire.

It was related by MusHm (also by at-Tirmidhi and

an-Nasa i).
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HADITH 8

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him), who said:

A prayer performed by someone

who has not recited the Essence of the

Qur'anMuring it is deficient (and he

repeated the word three times),

•incomplete. Someone said to Abu
Hurayrah: [Even though] we are

behind the imam?^ He said: Recite it to

yourself, for I have heard the Prophet

(may the blessings and peace of Allah

be up on him) say: Allah (mighty and
subhme be He), has said:

I have divided prayer between

Myselfand My servant into two halves,

and My servant shall have what he has

asked for. When the servant says:

Al-hamdu lillahi rabbi "'l-^alamin,^

Allah (mighty and sublime be He)
says: My servant has praised Me. And
when he says: Ar-rahmani^'r-raliim,'*

1. Surat al-Fatihah, the first surah of the Qur^an.
2. i.e. standing behind the imam listening to him reciting

al-Fatihah.

3. "Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds."

4. "The Merciful, the Compassionate. *'
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Allah (mighty and sublime be He)

says: My servant has extolled Me, and

when he says: Maliki yawmi ""d-din,*

Allah says: My servant has glorified

Me —and on one occasionH e said : My
servant has submitted to My power.

And when he says: lyyaka na'^budu

wa iyyaka nasta ^'m^ He says

:

Me and My
My

asked for. And when he says: Ihdina

""s-sirata M-mustaqim, sirata

amta ^alavhim

m m wa la

""d-daUinj^He says: This is for My
servant, and My servant shall have

what he has asked for.

It was related by Muslim (also by Malik,

at-TirmidhI, Abu Dawud, an-Nasa^I and Ibn Majah).

1, "Master of the Day ofJudgment."

2, "It is You we worship and it is You we ask for help."

3, "Guide us to the straight path, the path ofthose upon whom You
have bestowed favours, not of those against whom You arc

angry, nor of those who are astray."
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HADITH 9

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said

:

The first ofhis actions^ for which a

servant of Allah will be held

accountable on the Day ofResurrection

will be his prayers. Ifthey are in order,

then he will have prospered and

succeeded; and if they are wanting,

then he will have failed and lost. If

there is something defective in his

obligatory prayers, the Lord (glorified

and exalted be He) will say: See ifMy
servant has any supererogatory

prayers with which may be completed

that which was defective in his

obligatory prayers. Then the rest of his

actions' will be judged in like fashion.

It was related by at-TirmidhI (also by Abu Dawud,

gin- Nasa^I, Ibn Majah and Ahmad).

]. i.e. in respect of his religious duties.
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HADITH 10

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him), who said: Allah

(mighty and sublime be He) says:

Fasting is Mine and it is I who give

reward for it. [A man] gives up his

sexual passion, his food and his drink

for My sake. Fasting is like a shield,

and he who fasts has two joys: a joy

when he breaks his fast and a joy when

he meets his Lord. The change in the

breath' of the mouth ofhim who fasts is

better in Allah's estimation than the

smell of musk.

It was related by al-Bukhan (also by Muslim,

Malik, at-Tirmidhi, an-Nasa"*! and Ibn Majah).

k'< «id t)>
V,i Wf -rK

1 . As fasting may cause bad breath, the Hadith is an assurance that

this fact should not discourage a Muslim from fasting.
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HADITH 11

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleast*d with him ), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said:

Allah said:

Spend', O son of Adam, and I

shall spend on you.

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Muslim).

iJJ V'1*

1. i,e. on charity
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HADITH 12

On the authority of Abu Mas^ud al-Ansari (may

Allah be pleased with him ), who said that the Messenger

of Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon

him) said:

A man from among those who

were before you was called to account.

Nothing in the way of good was found

for him except that he used to have

dealings with* people and, being

well-to-do, he would order his servants

to let off the man in straitened

circumstances [from repaying his

debt]. He^ said that Allah said: We are

worthier than you of that\ Let him off.

It was related by Muslim (also by al-Bukhari and

an-Nasa T )

.

l.Lit. "mixed with".

2. i.e. the Prophet.

3. i.e. of being so generous
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HADITH 13

On the authority of *^Adiyy ibn Hatim (may Allah

be pleased with him), who said:

I was with the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace of Allah

be upon him) and there came to him

two men: one ofthem was complaining

of penury, while the other was
complaining of brigand ry. The
Messenger of Allah (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him) said:

As for brigandry, it will be but a short

time before a caravan will [be able to]

go out to Mecca without a guard. As for

penury, the Hour' will not arrive before

one of you takes his charity around

without finding anyone to accept it

from him.

Then^ one ofyou will surely stand

before Allah, there being no screen

between Him and him, nor an

interpreter to translate for him. Then
He will say to him: Did I not bring you
wealth? And he will say: Yes. Then He

I. i.e. of the Day ofJudgment
2- i.e. at the time of the Hour.
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will say: Did I not send to you a

messenger? And he will say: Yes. And
he will look to his right and will see

nothing but Hell-fire, then he will look

to his left and will see nothing but

Hell-fire, so let each of you protect

himself against Hell-fire, be it with

even halfa date— and ifhe finds it not,

then with a kind word.

It was related by al-Bukhari.

-:i;- ^ 5K-
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HADITH 14

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him), who said:

Allah (glorified and exalted be

He) has supernumerary angels who
rove about seeking out gatherings in

which Allah's name is being invoked;

they sit with them and fold their wings

round each other, filling that which is

between them and between the lowest

heaven. When [the people in the

gathering] depart, [the angels] ascend

and rise up to heaven. He' said: Then
Allah (mighty and sublime be He) asks

them — [though] He is most knowing

about them: From where have you

come? And they say: We have come
from some servants of Yours on earth:

they were glorifying You^, exalting

You\ witnessing that there is no god

butYou"^, praising You^, and asking

[favours] of You.He says: And what do

1. i.e. the Prophet.

2. i.e. by saying Subhana^llah (How far is Allah from every

imperfection).

3. i.e. by saying Allahu akbar (Allah is most great).

4. i.e. by saying La ilahailla^llah (There is no god but Allah).

5. i.e. by saying AI-Hamdu lillah (Praise be to Allah).
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they ask ofMe? They say: They ask of

You Your Paradise. He says: And have

they seen My Paradise? They say: No,

O Lord. He says: And how would it be

were they to have seen My Paradise!

They say: And they ask protection of

You. He says: From what do they ask

protection of Me? They say: From
Your Hell-fire, O Lord. He says: And
have they seen My Hell-fire? They say:

No. He says: And how would it be were

they to have seen My Hell-fire! They
say: And they ask for Your forgiveness.

He^ said: Then He says: I have forgiven

them and I have bestowed upon them
what they have asked for, and I have

granted them sanctuary from that from

which they asked protection. He^ said:

They say: O Lord, among them is So-

-and-so, a much sinning servant, who
was merely passing by and sat down
with them. He^ said: And He says: And
to him [too] I have given forgiveness:

he who sits with such people shall not

suffer.

It was related by Muslim (also by al-Bukhari,

at-Tirmidhi and an-Nasa^I),

1. i.e. the Prophet.
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HADITH 15

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Prophet (may the

blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said: Allah the

Almighty says:

I am as My servant thinks I am' . I

am with him when he makes mention of

Me. If he makes mention of Me to

himself, I make mention of him to

Myself; and ifhe makes mention of Me
in an assembly, I make mention ofhim

in an assembly better than it. And if he

draws near to Me a hand's span, I draw

near to him an arm's length; and if he

draws near to Me an arm's length, I

draw near to him a fathom's length.

And if he comes to Me walking, I go to

him at speed.

It was related by al-Bukharl (also by Muslim,

at-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah).

I. Another possible* rendering ofthc Arabic is:" I am as My servant

expects Me to be ". The meaning is that forgiveness and

acceptance of repentance by the Almighty is subject to His

servant truly believing that He is forgiving and merciful.

However, not to accompany such belief with right action would

be 10 mock the Almighty.
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HADITH 16

On the authority ofthe son of ^Abbas (may Allah

be pleased with them both), from the Messenger of

Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him)jthat among the sayings he related from his Lord

(glorified and exalted be He) is that He said:

Allah has written down the good

deeds and the bad ones. Then He
explained it [by saying that] he who has

intended a good deed and has not done

it, Allah writes it down with Himselfas

a full good deed, but if he has intended

it and has done it, Allah writes it down
with Himself as from ten good deeds to

seven hundred times, or many times

over. But ifhe has intended a bad deed
F

and has not done it, Allah writes it

down with Himself as a full good deed,

but ifhe has intended it and has done it,

Allah writes it down as one bad deed.

It was related by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

^ ^ ^
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HADITH 17

On the authority of Abu Dharr al-Ghifari (may

Allah be pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the

blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him) is that among
the sayings he relates from his Lord (may He be

glorified) is that He said:

My
Myselfand

forbidden amongst you, so do not

oppress one another.

O My servants, all of you are

astray except for those I have guided,

so seek guidance of Me and I shall

guide you. O My servants, all of you
are hungry except for those I have fed,

so seek food ofMe and I shall feed you.

O My servants, all of you are naked
except for those I have clothed, so seek

clothing ofMe and I shall clothe you. O
My servants, you sin by night and by

day, and I forgive all sins, so seek

forgiveness of Me and I shall forgive

you.

O My servants, you v^ill not attain

harming Me so as to harm Me, and you
will not attain benefitting Me so as to

benefit Me. O My servants, were the
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first of you and the last of you, the

human ofyou and the jinn ofyou to be

as pious as the most pious heart of any

one man of you, that would not

increase My kingdom in anything. O
My servants, were the first of you and

the last of you, the human of you and

the jinn of you to be as wicked as the

most wicked heart of any one man of

you, that would not decrease My
kingdom in anything, O My servants,

were the first ofyou and the last ofyou,

the human ofyou and the jinn ofyou to

rise up in one place and make a request

of Me, and were I to give everyone

what he requested, that would not

decrease what I have, any more than a

needle decreases the sea ifput into it.^

O My servants, it is but your

deeds that I reckon up for you and then

recompense you for, so let him who
finds good^ praise Allah and let him

1. This refers to the minute amount ofwater adhering to a needle if

dipped into the sea and withdrawn,

2. i.e. in the Hereafter.
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who finds other than that blame no one

but himself.

It was related by Muslim(also by at-Tirmidhi and

Ibn Majah),

^ ^ ^
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HADITH 18

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him ), who said that the Messenger of Allah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him) said:

Allah (mighty and subhme be He) will say on the Day of

Resurrection:

O son of Adam, I fell ill and you

visited Me not. He will say: O Lord,

and how should I visit You when You
are the Lord of the worlds? He will say:

Did you not know that My servant

So-and-so had fallen ill and you visited

him not? Did you not know that had

you visited him you would have found

Me with him? O son of Adam, I asked

you for food and you fed Me not. He
will say: O Lord, and how should I feed

You when You are the Lord of the

worlds? He will say: Did you not know
that My servant So-and-so asked you

for food and you fed him not? Did you

not know that had you fed him you

would surely have found that* with

Me?O son ofAdam, I asked you to give

Me to drink and you gave Me not to

drink. He will say: O Lord, how should

. i.e. the reward Ibr so doing
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I give You to drink when You arc the

Lord of the worlds? He will say: My
servant So-and-so asked you to give

him to drink and you gave him not to

drink. Had you given him to drink you

would have surely found that* with Me,

II was rclalcd by Muslim.

4f «4e

1. i.e. the reward for so doing
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HADITH 19

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him ), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said

that Allah (glorified and exalted be He) said:

Pride is My cloak and greatness

My robe, and he who competes with

Me in respect of either of them I shall

cast into Hell-fire.

It was related by Abu Dawud (also by Ibn Majah

and Ahmad) with sound chains of authority.*

*!> *!' *!'

7S- tJ.- '»U

1. This Hadith also appears in Muslim in another version
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HADITH 20

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah (may the

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said:

The gates of Paradise will be

opened on Mondays and on
Thursdays, and every servant [of

Allah] who associates nothing with

Allah will be forgiven, except for the

man who has a grudge against his

brother. [About them] it will be said:

Delay these two until they are

reconciled; delay these two until they

are reconciled; delay these two until

they are reconciled-

It was related by Muslim (also by Malik and Abu
Dawud).

'AT '-Jr -,*;•
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HADITH 21

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace ofAllah be upon him ), who said that Allah the

Almighty said:

There are three' whose adversary

I shall be on the Day of Resurrection: a

man who has given his word by Me and

has broken it; a man who has sold a free

man^ and has consumed the price; and

a man who has hired a workman, has

exacted his due in full from him and has

not given him his wage.

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Ibn Majah

and Ahmad ibn Hanbal).

t'^ ^'4 <klj

"O 'l^ ^»*

1, i.e. types ul men.

2. i.e. a man who has made a slave of another and has sold him.
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HADITH 22

On the authority of Abu Sa^id (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) s:aid

:

Let not any one of you belittle

himself. They said: O Messenger of

Allah, how can any one of us belittle

himself? He said: He finds a matter

concerning Allah about which he

should say something, and he does not

say [it], so Allah (mighty and sublime

be He) says to him on the Day of

Resurrection: What prevented you
from saying something about
such-and-such and such-and-such? He
says: [It was] out of fear of people.

Then He says: Rather it is I whom you
should more properly fear.

It was related by Ibn Majah with a sound chain of
authorities.

•i^ •»»
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HADITH 23

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said

:

Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection:

Where are those who love one

another through My glory? Today I

shall give them shade in My shade, it

being a day when there is no shade but

My shade.

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Malik).

i\i "liJ -:i:-
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HADITH 24

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him) said:

If Allah has loved a servant [of

His] He calls Gabriel (on whom be

peace) and says: I love So-and-so,

therefore love him. He said': So

Gabriel loves him. Then he' calls out in

heaven, saying: Allah loves So-and-so,

therefore love him. And the inhabitants

of heaven love him. He' said: Then

acceptance is established for him on

earth. And if Allah has abhorred a

servant [of His], He calls Gabriel and

says: I abhor So-and-so, therefore

abhor him. So Gabriel abhors him.

Then he' calls out to the inhabitants of

heaven: Allah abhors So-and-so,

therefore abhor him. He' said: So they

abhor him, and abhorrence is

established for him on earth.

It was related by Muslim (also by al-Bukharl,

Malik and at-Tirmidhl).

1. i.e. the Prophet.

2. i.e. Gabriel.
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HADfTH 25

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said

:

Allah (mighty and sublime be He) said:

Whosoever shows enmity to

Me
My

Me
Me

enjoined upon him, and My servant

continues to draw near to Me with

supererogatory works so that I shall

love him. When I love him I am his

hearing with which he hears, his seeing

with which he sees, his hand with

which he strikes and his foot with

which he walks. Were he to ask

[something] of Me, I would surely give

it to him, and were he to ask Me for

refuge, I would surely grant him it. I do

not hesitate about anything as much as

I hesitate about [seizing] the soul ofMy
faithful servant: he hates death and I

hate hurting him.

It was related by al-Bukhan.

K^r mfr *1a
:iv- %ii '^
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HADITH 26

On the authority of Abu Umamah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him), who said that Allah

(mighty and sublime be He) said:

Truly of those devoted to Me the

one I most favour is a believer who is of

meagre means and much given to

prayer, who has been particular in the

worship of his Lord and has obeyed

Him inwardly^ who was obscure

among people and not pointed out, and
whose sustenance was just sufficient to

provide for him yet he bore this

patiently.

Then he^ rapped with his hand
and said: Death will have come early to

him, his mourners will have been few,

his estate scant.

It was related by at-Tirmidhi (also by Ahmad ibn

Hanbal and Ibn Majah). Its chain of authorities is

sound.

1. i.e. he has not been ostentatious in his obedience

2. i.e. the Prophet.
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HADITH 27

On the authority of Masruq, who said:

Wc asked (or I asked)' ^Abdullah

{i.e. Ibn Mas'ud) about this verse:

And do not regard those who have

been killed in the cause of Allah as

dead, rather are they alive with their

Lord, being provided for\ He said:

We asked about that and he^ said:

Their souls are in the insides of green

birds having lanterns suspended from

the Throne, roaming freely in Paradise

where they please, then taking shelter

in those lanterns. So their Lord cast a

glance at them* and said: Do you wish

for anything? They said : What shall we
wish for when we roam freely in

Paradise where we please? And thus

did He do to them three times. When
they saw that they would not be spared

from being asked [again], they said: O
Lord, we would like for You to put back

our souls into our bodies so that we

1. An alternative reading.

2. Qur^an, Chapter 3, Verse 169.

3. i.e. the Prophet.

4. i.e. at those who had been killed in the cause of Allah
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might fight for Your sake once again.

And when He saw that they were not in

need of anything they were let be.

It was related by Muslim (also by at-Tim

an-Nasa=*i and Ibn Majah),

-:tj ^ >^
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HADITH 28

On the authority ofJundub ibn ^Abdullah (may

Allah be pleased with him), who said that the Messenger

of Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon

him) said:

There was amongst those before

you a man who had a wound. He was in

[such] anguish that he took a knife and

made with it a cut in his hand, and the

blood did not cease to flow till he died.

Allah the Almighty said: My servant

has himself forestalled Me; I have

forbidden him Paradise.

It was related by al-Bukhari.

•^^ ^
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HADITH 29

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah (may the

blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) said : Allah the

Almighty says:

My faithful servant's reward from

Me, if I have taken to Me his best friend

from amongst the inhabitants of the

world and he has then borne it

patiently for My sake, shall be nothing

less than Paradise.

It was related by al-Bukhari.

^ ^ ^
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HADITH 30

On the authority ofAbu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him) said:

Allah (mighty and sublime be He) said:

IfMy servant likes to meet Me, I

like to meet him; and if he dislikes to

meet Me, I dislike to meet him.

It was related by al-Bukhari and

Malik.

Muslim
meaning of the above Sacred Hadith reads:

On the authority of A ishah (may Allah be pleased

with her), who said that the Messenger ofAllah (may the

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said:

He who likes to meet Allah, Allah

likes to meet him; and he who dislikes

to meet Allah, Allah dislikes to meet
him,

I said: O Prophet of Allah, is it

because ofthe dislike ofdeath, for all of

us dislike death? He said:

It is not so, but rather it is that

when the believer is given news of
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Allah's mercy, His approval and His

Paradise, he likes to meet Allah and

Allah likes to meet him; but when the

unbeliever is given news of Allah's

punishment and His displeasure, he

dislikes to meet Allah and Allah

dislikes to meet him.

¥^ ^ ^
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HADITH 31

J

pleased with him ), who said that the Messenger of

Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah be

upon him) related:

A man said: By Allah, Allah will

riot forgive So-and-so. At this Allah the

Who
Me

Verily I have forgiven So-and-so and

have nullified your [own good] deeds'

(or as he said [it])^.

It was related by Muslim.

*m*

1. A similar Hadith, which is given by Abij DawQd, indicates that

the person referred to was a godly man whose previous good

deeds were brought to nought through presuming to declare that

Allah would not forgive someone's bad deeds.

2. A formula employed to cover the possibility that there might be

some minor variation in the wording.
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HADITH 32

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him), who said:

A man sinned greatly against

himself, and when death came to him
he charged his sons, saying: When I

have died, burn me, then crush me and
scatter [my ashes] into the sea, for, by

Allah, if my Lord takes possession of

me, He will punish me in a manner in

which He has punished no one [else].

So they did that to him. Then He said

to the earth: Produce what you have

taken—and there he was! And He said

to him: What induced you to do what

you did? He said: Being afraid of You,

O my Lord (or he said: Being

frightened of You^) and because of

that He forgave him.

It was related by Muslim (also by al-Bukhari,

an-Nasa I and Ibn Majah).

1. An alternative wording.
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HADITH 33

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him) that the Prophet (may the blessings

and peace ofAllah be upon him), from among the things

he reports from his Lord (mighty and sublime be He), is

that he said:

A servant [ofAllah's] committed a

sin and said: O Allah, forgive me my
sin. And He (glorified and exalted be

He) said: My servant has committed a

sin and has known that he has a Lord

who forgives sins and punishes for

them. Then he sinned again and said:

Lord, forgive me my sin. And He
(glorified and exalted be He) said: My
servant has committed a sin and has

known that he has a Lord who forgives

sins and punishes for them. Then he

sinned again and said: O Lord, forgive

me my sin. And He (glorified and

exalted be He) said: My servant has

committed a sin and has known that he

has a Lord who forgives sins and

punishes for sins. Do what you wish, for

1 have forgiven you.

It was related by Muslim (also by al-Bukharl).

5f:- ^^ -:k-
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HADITH 34

On the authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased

with him), who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him ) say:

Allah the Almighty said:

O son ofAdam, so long as you call

upon Me and ask of Me, I shall forgive

you for what you have done, and I shall

not mind. O son of Adam, were your

sins to reach the clouds of the sky and

were you then to ask forgiveness ofMe,

I would forgive you. O son of Adam,

were you to come to Me with sins

nearly as great as the earth and were

you then to face Me, ascribing no

partner to Me, I would bring you

forgiveness nearly as great as k\

It was related by at-Tirmidhi (also by Ahmad ibn

Hanbal). Its chain of authorities is sound.

1 . i.e. as the earth, meaning that Allah will forgive in like measure to

man's sins.
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HADITH 35

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be

pleased with him), who said that the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him) said:

Our Lord (glorified and exalted be

He) descends each night to the earth's

sky when there remains the final third

of the night, and He says; Who is

saying a prayer to Me that I may
answer it? Who is asking something of
Me that I may give it him? Who is

forgive him?
Me

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Muslim,

Malik, at-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawiid).

In a version by Muslim the Hadith ends with the

words:

And thus He continues till [the

light of] dawn shines.

iYf i^ iH
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HADITH 36

On the authority of Anas (may Allah be

pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), who
said:

The believers will gather together

on the Day of Resurrection and will

say: Should we not ask [someone] to

intercede for us with our Lord ? So they

will come to Adam and will say: You
are the Father of mankind; Allah

created you with His hand and He
made His angels bow down to you and

He taught you the names ofeverything,

so intercede for us with your Lord so

that He may give us relief from this

place where we are. And he will say: I

am not in a position [to do that] — and
he will mention his wrongdoing and
will feel ashamed and will say: Go to

Noah, for he is the first messenger that

Allah sent to the inhabitants of the

earth. So they will come to him and he

will say: I am not in a position [to do
that] — and he will mention his having

requested something of his Lord about
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am

which he had no [proper] knowledge',

and he will feel ashamed and will say:

Go to the Friend of the MercifuP. So

they will come to him and he will say: I

am not in a positon [to do that]. Go to

MoseSj a servant to whom Allah talked

and to whom He gave the Torah. So

they will come to him and he will say: I

not in a position [to do that] — and

he will mention the taking ofa life other

than for a Hfe^ and he will feel ashamed
in the sight ofhis Lord and will say: Go
to Jesus, Allah's servant and
messenger, Allah's word and spirit. So
they will come to him and he will say: I

am not in a position [to do that]. Go to

Muhammad (may the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him), a servant

to whom Allah has forgiven all his

1. This is a reference to the Qur=*an, Chapter 1 l,Verses 45 and 46,

in which Noah asks the Almighty to save his son from the Flood

and is told that his son is not a righteous person and that he,Noahs

should not expect him to be saved merely because he is his son.

2. i.e. Abraham.

3. This is a reference to the Qur^an,Chapter 28, Verses 15 and 16,

where it is told how Moses, coming to the help of one of his

followers who is fighting with another man, strikes the other man,

who dies from the blow.
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wrongdoing, past and future. So they

will come to me and I shall set forth to

ask permission to come to my Lord,

and permission will be given, and when

I shall see my Lord I shall prostrate

myself. He will leave me thus for such

time as it pleases Him, then it will be

said [to me]: Raise your head. Ask and

it will be granted. Speak and it will be

heard. Intercede and your intercession

will be accepted. So I shall raise my
head and praise Him with a form of

praise that He will teach me. Then I

shall intercede and He will set me a

limit [as to the number ofpeople], so I

shall admit them into Paradise. Then I

shall return to Him, and when I shall

see my Lord [I shall bow down] as

before. Then I shall intercede and He
will set me a limit [as to the number of

people]. So I shall admit them into

Paradise. Then I shall return for a third

time, then a fourth, and I shall say:

There remains in Hell-fire only those

whom the Qur^an has confined* and

who must be there for eternity.

1 . i.e. those referred to in the Qur=*an as" abiding therein for ever
§f
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It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Muslim,
at-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah).

Another version by al-Bukhari adds:

The Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Allah

be upon him) said:

There shall come out of Hell-fire he

who has said: There is no god but Allah

and who has in his heart goodness

weighing a barley-corn; then there

shall come out of Hell-fire he who has

said: There is no god but Allah and who
has in his heart goodness weighing a

grain of wheat; then there shall come
out ofHell-fire he who has said: There is

no god but Allah and who has in his heart

goodness weighing an atom.

^ ^ ^
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HADITH 37

On the authority ofAbu Hurayrah (may Allah

be pleased with him), who said that the Messenger

of Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah be

upon him) said: Allah said:

I have prepared for My righteous

servants what no eye has seen and no

ear has heard, nor has it occurred to

human heart. Thus recite ifyou wish*:

And no soul knows what joy for

them^ has been kept hidden.^

It was related by al-Bukhari, Muslim, at-Tirmidhi

and Ibn Majah.

* **

1. The words"Thus recite if you wish" are those of Abu Hurayrah

2. i.e. the inhabitants of Paradise.

3. Qur^'an: Chapter 32, Verse 17.
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HADITH 38

On the authority ofAbu Hurayrah (may Allah

be pleased with him), from the Messenger ofAllah

(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon

him), who said:

When Allah created Paradise and

Hell-fire, He sent Gabriel to Paradise,

saying: Look at it and at what I have

prepared therein for its inhabitants. He
said:* So he came to it and looked at it

and at what Allah had prepared

therein for its inhabitants. He said* : So

he returned to Him and said: By Your

glory, no one hears of it without

entering it. So He ordered that it be

encompassed by forms of hardship^

and He said: Return to it and look at

what I have prepared therein for its

inhabitants. He said:* So hereturned to

it and found that it was encompassed

by forms ofhardship. Then he returned

to Him and said: By Your glory, I fear

that no one will enter it. H e said : G o to

1. i.e. the Prophet.

2. The Arabic word used here is makdrih, the literal meaning of

which is "things that are disliked". In this context it refers to

forms of religious discipline, positive and negative, that man

usually finds onerous.
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Hell-fire and look at it and at what I

have prepared therein for its

inhabitants, and he found that it was in

layers, one above the other. Then he

returned to Him and said: By Your

glory, no one who hears of it will enter

it- So He ordered that it be

encompassed by lusts. Then He said:

Return to it. And he returned to it and

said: By Your glory, I am frightened

that no one will escape from entering

it.

It was related by at-Tirmidhi, who said that it was a

good and sound Hadith (also by Abu Dawiid and

an-Nasa"*!).

aif ^ ^
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HADITH 39

On the authority of Abu Sa*=Icl al-Khudri (may

Allah be pleased with him) from the Prophet (may the

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), who said:

Paradise and Hell-fire disputed

together, and Hell-fire said: In me are

the mighty and the haughty. Paradise

said: In me are the weak and the poor.

So Allah judged between them,

[saying]: You are Paradise, My mercy;

through you I show mercy to those I

wish. And you are Hell-fire, My
punishment; through you I punish

those I wish, and it is incumbent upon

Me that each ofvou shall have its fill.

It was related by Mushm (also by al-Bukhan and

at-Tirmidhi).
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HADITH 40

On the authority of Abu Sa*=id al-Khudri (may

Allah be pleased with him), who said that the Prophet

(may the blessings and peace ofAllah be upon him) said:

Allah will say to the inhabitants of

Paradise: O inhabitants of Paradise!

They will say: O our Lord, we present

ourselves and are at Your pleasure, and

goodness rests in Your hands. Then He

will say: Are you contented? And they

will say: And how should we not be

contented, O Lord, when You have

given to us that which You have given

to no one else of Your creation? Then
He will say: Would you not like Me to

give you something better than that?

And they will say: O Lord and what

thing is better than that? And He will

say: I shall cause My favour to descend

upon you and thereafter shall never be

displeased with you.

It was related by al-Bukhari (also by Muslim and

at-Tirmidhi).
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