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Vores of April 16, 1777,
The Houfe was moved, ¢ T'hat the Order -
¢ made upon Wedne(day lat, for referring
$¢ the feveral - Accounts [refpeiting the Civil
< Lif] which were then prefented to the
s Houfe, by the Lord North, by His Ma-
“ jelty’s Command, to the Committee of
<¢ the whole Houfe, to whom it was refer-'
“red to confider further of the Supply
s« granted to His Majefty,” might be read.
And the faid Order being read accordingly ;
A motion was made and the Queftion being
put, “That the faid Order be difcharged;”

Tt pafled in the Negative.

. Mr. Wilkes faid,,
Mr. Speaker, '

HERE is not a Gentleman in this
#oufe, orin the kingdom, more anxious than
1 am that the fplendor and dignity of the crown
of England fhould be maintained in- its trueft

Vou. ll. B luftre,
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luftre, although for above a courfe of fifteen
years I have received from the Crown only a
fucceflion of injuries, and never in any mo-
ment of my life the flighteft favour. 1 had
the honour, fir, of a feat in this Hoyfe, when
the affair of the Civil Lift. was ﬁtﬁ agitated in
Parllament in the begmnmg of his prefent
Majefty’s. rengn, when cvery good fubject
hoped to have more tban tbz idea of a Patriot
ng, I then acqulcfced in the propofed grant.
~The acceptance of an annunty ‘of 800,9001.
and the glvmg up to the publ:c the ancjent,
hercdutary rcvenucs of the crown, orlgmated
from the Throne "It was propofed to this
Houfe in the ufual mode by Mr, Legge; then
chancellor of the Exchequer, Parliament
adopted the propolition, and - it was accepted
with gratitude by the King.- Fhe minifters
of that time degldred to this Houfe the King’s
entire fatisfrétion, and that his Majefty thould
be happy to be delivered from the difagreeable
neceffity of ever applying to Parliament, like
his predeceffors, to make gaod the deficiencies
of the Civil Lift. It .was admitted that.the
allowance was competent, ample, moft fully
adequate to the wants, and even to the fplen-
: dour
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Qwor of the crown.. Parlianient granted &l
“the Sovereign afked; and mide the grant in
the very mode propofed by the minifter. The
Civil' Lift A& exprefsly ‘declares in the pre-
amble, that 800,000l. per annum,  was a
¢ certain’ and’ competent revenue for défraying
¢ the expences of ‘his Majefty’s Civil Govern-

¢ ment, and- fupporting the dignity, of the'

¢ ctown of Great Britain.” The nation
thought themfelves affured of not paying more
than 800,020!. per ‘anmum to the Civit Lift,
and gave that fum chearfully for the trappings
of royolty.” ‘In thHe Speech at the clofe of that
feffion our gracious young Monarch told us
from the Throm:, thae be could nef Jz ufficient y

' B 2 Y thank

4 “The. fame dull, threadbare, vulgar expreffion,
¢ I cannot fufficiently thank-my faithfuj-Gommons,” is
vepeated in the King's Speech at the end of the laft
{effion, June 6, 1777. I cannot fufficiently thank
¢ my faithfal.Commons. for the zeal and public. fpirit
¢¢ with which you have granted the large and extraor-
 dinary fupplies, &c, &c.” Will there never be a
Jufficiency of mongy trom his faithful Commons to the
King, or of fbamks from the King to his faithful
Commons, or are they both to proceed pari pofh till
the poor people of  this country find theis arfaithyul
reprefentatives have given awaythe very, power of

giving? The fuffciengy of 1760 did not fiffice to 1765,
O he
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thank us, and that be thought bimfelf much obo
liged to us for what more immediately concerned
' -b:m_/}lf By this bargam, fir, with the public
it was generally underfiood, and indeed admit-
ted at that time, that his Majefty would be a
gainer of near 7,000l. per annum. The noble
Lord with'the blue ribband has unfairly drawn
his calculations from only the /aff agbt years
of the late King's reign. He ought to have
taken the whole of that reign together. In

fome years the Civil Lift was very deficient;

in others™it “greatly exceeded the fum of
820,000k " As this |s peculnarly a day of dry
calcu!atmn, T will “obferve that from the ac-

counts delivered in to Pdrliament, it appeared,

that in the 33 years of George the Second’s
reign, from Midfummer 1727 to, Midfummer
1760, the Civil Lift produced only.26,182,981),
whereas 800,000l. for 33 years amounts to
26,400,6001 fo that, thére is a deficiency of
217,0[91 The gain therefore on a net re-

¥ venue

The fufficiency of 1769 did notﬁ(ﬁu to 1777. How
Jong will thejﬁamr] of 1777 fuffi:e? When will be
the next demdid, and of ccnxequcnce the next grang
of money from s faithful Commons, and of confe~
quence the next “ T cahinct fifficient) ly thank my fa;;b.
J#l Commons 2™ /




(s5)
venue of 800,000, is on an average above
©,576l. a year, The fum of 800,000, was
at that time thought abundantly fufficient to
fupport the fplendor of the crown, and the
Majefty of this great people. His Majefty has
received befides 172,605l. the arrears of the
Jate King’s Civil Lift, 100,000l. on account of
Somerfet-houfe, and an additional grant of
513,511l. in the year 1769, to difcharge all
~ incumbrances. The death of the Princefs
Dowager of Wales was a faving of 60,000l
a year, and the Duke of York 12,000l 2
year. Yet, fir, we are now told of another
debt of 618,340l, and called upon to pay
that likewife, notwithftanding the former bar-
gain with the public. The very propofal im-
plies another violation ,qf public faith.. Sir,
I will venture to fay, if we are indeed juft
truftees for the people, if we confcientioufly
refle@ that their wealth is intrufted to our
care, that we are the guardians of the public
purfe, we ought to ftop this growing evil, and
" reprobate the idea of fuffering their money
to be thus fciuandcred, as well as the coun-
try drained by a variety of taxes, I muft
add, fir, taxes impofed to fupply a pro-
o B3 fufisn,
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fufion, whick arifes from a .viplation of 2 for
Jemn compa@ with the netion, and renders
the Jimitation of the expences of the crewn
by Parliament the mof} vague and abfurd of all
-propofitions. The power of controul of the
-expences of the crown is the being and :life
‘of Parliament. What traces do .we -now
“find of the-exiftence of .this power? Are the
/accounts on our table proofs ef aur baafted
‘esconomy ?_ and s meannels thus nearly allied

to prodigality
There is at prefent, fir, a pccukar cruslty
ip. thus endeavouring to fleece the people,
when we ate involved in 2 moft. expenfive; as
well a8 unnatural and ruinous, Civil War,'
.and 'burthened with an enormous  load . of pa-
_tiAqnal‘ debt, the intereft of which even- we
are fcarcely able to ftand under. Is there no
Je,eiing for .the fufferings of this impoverifhed
couhtry. ! dre the people really nothing in: the
feale of . government? The principal of the
national debt is fated to us at Midfum-
mer 1775 to amquat to the aftonithing fum
of 135:043,0511. and the intereft to 4,440,821%.
Is this the time, fir, that a minifter can with
an unembarrafled countenance come to Parlia-
h ment
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Thent-t6 lay additional loads on an exhaufted
nation, afid"to aflk more of the people’s mo-

ney ! When the greateft fources of ‘our com-

mherce and wéalth are deftroyed by the-folly

and wickednefs of ddminiftration, when we

Havé already fpént i this unjuft war sbove

nineteen mitlions, whenabove half our empire

is-loft; and thof€ Aterican ‘friends,” who ‘hive

aflifted ud fo frequently and fo powerfully,

are forced.-by ouf injuftice’ to become deter-

"tiined enemiés, and for their own fafety to
“endeavour our huiniliation, are we at fuch a
"moment as this to talk of the greatnefs of
the ciown, w crewn. fhorn . of ‘half its “beams.

Are we to hear of the happy ftate of the

nation, when we have-loft more than we

have retained of this' divided empire, when

new taxes and -additional burdens on the peo-

_ ple, are the moft important obje@s of govern-
ment ? Is the Civil - Lif? to increafe in propor-
tion to the lofs of all thofe refources of trade
and riches, - by which it is fed and noun{hed ?
Is the natare ‘of the Civil Lift in the body
politic analogous to what Liord Bacon™ fays of
the §plesn, that it increafes in propomon to
Bg - e the
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the wafte, decay, and rapid confumption of
_ the other parts of the buman body ?

Sir, weought te look back to what former
Princes and Parliaments have done. [ will
take the confideration only from the glorious
xra of the Revolution, and it fhall be ftated
fairly and fully. The Civil Lift was not
granted to King William for life till she year
1698, when 700,000k 2 year was fettled onv
him. The diftrations of his government,
and of all Europe at that period, are weld
known. "His moft generous views for the
public were thwarted at home during the
greateft part of his reigr by the *Teries, as
the friends of liberty are now harrafled by

‘ them

* His Excellency General Wathington ftriétly for-
bids all she officers and foldiers of the Continenta)
Army, of the Militia, and all recruiting parties,
plundering any perfon whatfeever, whether' Tories or
others. The effelds of fuch perfons wikl be apphied to
public ufes in a regular manner ; and it is expefted that
bumanity and tendernefs to awomen and children will
diftinguith brave Ameri:ams, contending for liberty,
from infamous mercenary ravagess, whether Britith
or Heflians.

G. WasrInNCFONR,

Trenton, jam. 3, 3777,

Dpid
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them in Americay according to the late or

. ders of General Wathington to the Con-
tinental army, and his fpirited letters to the

Congtefs. Queen Anne had the fame reve-.

nue fettled upon her. She did not afk the
additional fum of 100,000l to her Civil
Lift, but fhe gave unafked out of it yearly
100,000l. towards carrying on the war, s war
_ againf France, befides 200,000l. at leaft to-
wards the building of Blenheim-houfe, and
above 100,000l for the fupport of the poor
Palatines. We have a refolution of this
Houfe, fir, on a report from a. Committee,
which ftates this very fully. It is on the

Journals of May 13, 1715, and in the fol--

lowing

- Did any Monar:h in Europe begin this year with
fuch a glorious a& of humanity, and regard to the
public, as Didator Wathington in America?

Greenwich, March 16, 1777.

¢ The bearer hereof, Nehemiah Lifcome, being an

¢ infamous Tory, and profeff enemy to the United States

“ of America, and confequently having no right to a

¢¢ refidence or dwelling on this Continent, is hereby

¢¢ ordered to remoye himfelf nnmedlately to Long
 Ifland, &c, &c, &c.

By order of Major Gen. Woofter,
Tno. Cofins Ogden, Axd de-Camp,
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lowing ‘words, ¢“Refolved, that the fym of
¢ 700,000). per anmum was fettled upon his
¢¢ late Majefty King William during his -life,
¢ for the fupport of his Majefty's houfehold,
s and other his neceflary occafions; and,. at
¢ the time of his Majefty’s demife, afier the
-6¢ deduélion of 3,700l a week, that was ap-
¢ plied to the public ufes, was the produce..of
¢¢ the Civil Lift revenues, that were continupd
¢ and fettled upon her late Majefty Queen
¢ Anne, during her life.” The deduttion
far public fervices of 3,700l. 8 week, -or
192,400l. ayear, from that part of the Civil
Lift revenue called the “Hereditary and Tem-
porary Excife” was firt made in the laft year
of King William. Notwithftanding this de-
du@ion the Civil Lift Funds produced in that
very year -70g,420l. In the firf of Queen
"Anne the fatne Funds with the fame deduc-
tions were fettled on her Yor life, and declared
to be for raifing 900,000l. Yor the fupport of
her houfehold, and the dignity of her governe
"ment. In the 9thof her reign the old Poftw
office a& was repealed, and a new General
Poft-office with higher rates was eftablifhed,
in confideration of which another deduction
was
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Was -snade frém the Civil Lift reverivé of
700l. a week, or 36,480l. a year, Both
the(e deduions have cver fince -been comti-
nued.

George 1. had the fame revenue fetiled
wpon him as Queen "Amne, but if 300,070l
"paid him by the Royal Exchange and London
Aflurance Companies, and a million granted
in 1726, towards paying :his debts, are in-
cluded, his income will appear to have been
nearly 800,000l. per anmam. In the firfk
fpeech to his Parliament he took notice,
¢ That it was his,bappinefs to fee a Prince of
¢ Wales, who may, in due time, fucceed to
¢ the throne, and to fee him blefled with many
.$¢ children.” Yet the eftablithment of the
Civil Lift at the. beginning -of that reign was
only fettled at 7@0,000l. a year. It was not
“till after the great expences confequent on the
rebellion of the Earl of Mar, and the other
perjured Scats, who, althoygh they had saken
the oaths to his government, -traiteroufly
waged open und impious war-ageintt a mild
and-juft Sovereign, that the Parliament paid
“the King’s debts, In the reign of Gevige I.

.
L
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the Prince of Wales had an eﬁabhﬂ!mentol
. 300,000l. per annum,

“George II. had a very numerous family,
and 800,000l was at firt fettled upon him,
with whatever furplus might arife from the
duties and allowances compofing the Civil
Lift revenues. In 1736, that part of the he-
redltary and temporary excife, which confift-
€d of duties on Spirituous quuors, was taken
‘from the Civil Lift, in confideration of which
70,0001, was transferred to it from the aggre-
gate fund. The income of George IL in-
cluding ‘11 s,oool granted in 1729, and
456,733 in 1747, towards making good the
deficiencies, which had arifen in the Civil
Lift duties, was 810,749. per annum, for 33
years. His late Majefty likewife had in his
reign -a Scattifh rebellion, carried on by many
of the fame traitors, who had been pardoned
by his father. The expence of that rebellion
£ the King and kingdom was enormous, for
it was not confined ‘to the extremities of the
ifland, but raged in the heast of ‘the kingdom,
and the rebels advanced to within a hundred
miles of the-capital. Such an event, fir, not
swforefeeny becanfe foretold, was a juft ground
: for
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for the Parliament’s difcharging a debt cons
traed by fecuring {9 us every thing dear to
men and Englithmen.

The eftablithment of the prefent King, at
the yearly rent. charge to the nation of
800,000l. was a meafure at the time equally
pleafing both to the Prince and people. The
minifter boafted that there was not a poffibility
of any future difpute about the hereditary re-
venues, or concerning accounts fufpeted tobe
falfe, wilfully erroneous, or deceitful, kept
back, or anticipated, to ferve .a particular
purpofe, Iam aware, fir, that the Civil Lift
revenues have been increafing for many years,
The mean annual produce for the laft five
years of George 1I. was 829,150l. and for
the firft fix years of his prefent Majefty, it
would have been, had the eftablithment in
the late reign continued, 894,000l. In1775,
it would have been 1,019,450l. Near go,000l.
per annum of this great increafe bas been pro~
duced by an increafe in the Poft-office reve-
fue, occafioned chxeﬁy by the late alteration
§n the manger of franking, and by the fallipg,
in of the crofs poﬁa to the pubhc by the death
of Mr. Allen; but thefe profits would proba-

bly,
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bly,- at-Ieaft certainly ought.te, hiava bogn rew
Gesved-to the public, badgthe eftablifbment in
the late reign been continued. At the foot
.. of ane, of the- accounts on-outr' table it is
fated, -4 The: amount: of 800,000l granted
% 10 his Majefty from the-25thof O&. 1760;
“to the 5thof Jamnry 1977, is 12,965,517k
“ 45 g . The produee as above exceeds
& the annuity by 2,38',2411. gs. 1d. §, But
¢ Parliament grepted to pay off the Civil Eift
“.debty on the 5th of Jan. 1769, out of the
< fupplies: fir the year 1769,..513;5111. which

“ being deducled fhews the guin to the public

¢ torbe, 1,867;730k. g8 1d. 7 -The bar-
gain concluded- for the public was of an an-

nuity to.the King of aclear 8b0,000l: fubject

to no dedu&tions, or contingencies for- his life;
on a folemn: promife. of that being made to
bear.all the: expences: of the: Civil Lift; and

the- Royal houfehold; It was a fair -compaé? .

of funance bétween the King and. the fubjed;
ratified by both parties, ‘The moft' explicit
affurances were given by the  Chancellor of

the Exchequer, in the King’s mame, that no -

more fhould be afiked, and’ that now his Ma-

jéfty could mever be under the difigreeable ne-

ceflity
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ceffity of importuning thiy Houm witﬁ mefl
fpes of perfinal concern. :

F have, fir; carefully exetmned the zccoxmts
taid before this Houfe, by his Mujefty’s com-®
mand; the eight-folio books, as-well astife-ather
paperss I ‘will- venture to fay' they: are .as
Toofe, unfitisfaory,. perplexed, and’ unintet-
ligible as thofé delivered in by thenelle Lord
with ‘the blue ribband in 1790, @ year after
the former demand to pay- the delits on the
-Civil Lifk. 1 am fure, firy mege loofe, unfatjsface
tory, perplexed, and unintelligible no accounts
can- be. Theit defedvanels: and fallacy is
highly culpable. The: coming-te Parliament
at that- time with fuch a demand, but with-
out any. acoount whatever,. wae an infult -to
this Houfo, and the now laying befose-us fuch
accounts a8, thofo- on the table it a folemn
mockerys  Miany-geatiomen.in: the-Houfb de-
clared the Jalt week.their-opinion, thiat, after-
the. ftriGeft examinatien;. they could' make
nothing.of thofe former accounts; It was:not
intended: they thould. ©One particular omdy.
fixed my atteation: as. aw individaal, Under.
the head of farep and. [pecisl [evvice, 1find that
botween O&: 3762y and O&: 3963; -a- moft

" » memorable



{ 1% )

memorable yegr, thete was iffued-to Saml
Martin, Efq; 41,000). We have indeed, fir, had
a week allowed to go through thefe accounts, -
but I will vepture to affirm that a year would -
aot be fufficient to clear them from their ftu-
died perplexity, to give order and light te
fuch a chaps. The moft able accomptants
do not pretend to underftand them. They
would puzzle a De Moivre. Hgyptian dark-
nefs hangs over the whole. There is not one -
friendly ray - of light to lead us through this
dabyrinth.

No account, fir, whatever is given Parlia-
ment of the other eonfiderable revenues of the
crown, befides the annuity of 80o,000l. 1do
not mean the income of the EleQorate of
‘Hanover, or Bifhoprick of Ofnabrug, but
what his Majefty enjoys as King of -England.
That is a fair confideration with us, when
¢he Houfe are providing for the fupport of
the lufire of the crown, at prefent, I fear,
a little tarnifbed. The extraordinary reve-
niues of the Crown are, the revenue of Ire-
land, the Duchy of Cornwall, the land re-
~enue within the principality- of Wales, the
sevenue of Gibraltar, American quit-rents,

aow
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now generally lof?, irredeemably lofl, the Plan- -
tation duties of 41. § per cent. from the Lee-
ward iflands, fines, forfeitures, and many
ather particulars, which certainly carry the
Royal income to “much above one million a
year.” We may form fome guefles from the
grants we find- made. From the revenue of
the Duchy of Corawall it appears that 17,000l.
iflued to Mr. Bradbaw in one year, and
11,000l. in another. From the gl. 3 per cent.
" in 1769, for his Majefly’s [pecial fervice, 14,7421,
to Sir Grey Cooper. In 1771, John Robin-
i;on, Efq; received 10,000l. of the V-irginiam
quit-rents, the /sf? payment [ believe of that
nature, Sir Grey Cooper in 1769 received
2,1441. from the revenue of Gibraltar, and in
1765 the fum of 13,804]. was iffued thence for
Jpecial fervice. Such copious ftreams muft flow
from rich and abundant fountains. The Planta-
tion duties of 4l. % per cent. produced in1753,
the fum of 27,3771, Fines and forfeitures are a
very canfiderable addition to the Royal revenue.
I was plundered in one year of 1000l. by two
fines, one of §6cl. for a pretended libel, and
another of the fame fum, becaufe [ had a
Vor. 1. ‘ C. . langlable
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laughable poem lacked up in my ‘bureau,
which,

+ Thelate Speaker of .the Houfe of Commom, Sir
“John Cuft, the weakeft as well as the moft abjet of'
all minifterial tools even ‘in that Houfe, who by be-
traying the nglm of the. Commons expe&ted to be-
come a Lord, contrived in conjunétion with a'Mr.
Filmer, Clerk of the King's Bench Treafury, to ho.dout
a laughaple poem -to the.nation as ¢ blajpbemy.” When,
Mr. Wilkes was a prifoner at the bar of the Houle
.on the 31ft of Janvary 13769, he complained of this
Jnjufﬁce.

Mr. Speaker,

T am forry to be obliged by the regard I have to
mnih,‘ and the vindication of my honour, to take no-
tice in this publlc manner of an injury repeatedly done
ane by yox, fir, in the Potes of this Houfe, publithed
to the nation by _your authority, and in your name.
I find it is afferted three times, in the Vates of laft No-
vember, that there is a record of ¢ blafphemy” againfy
:me. I am fure that no fuch record ever exifted. The
affertion is entirely void of truth. I am therefore ne-.
«ceflitated to make my appeal to the Houfe againtt yox,
fir, for having charged me with being convicted of a
.crime, of which I am innocent, and fpread an unjuft
accufation throughout the kingdom, under the fan&ion
of the Speaker's authority, 1n the good old Speaker’s
[Onfloaw’s] time, when any miltake accidentally, and
none ever but by acéident THEN appeared in the PVotes,.
the-error was not only always acknowledged with can-
.dour, but fpeedily retified. The falfe charge againft.
me in fo unjuftifiable a manner fill remains on your
Jotes in full force, I feelit, fir, as I ought; bur [

fub-
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‘whnch admnmf’cmtxon hired 2 1 rafeal of a ere
.vant to fteal, and-then ‘thyy contrived to have
publifbed. _
pubp C2 ‘ The
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“fubmit to the wifdom and juftice -of this Houfe the mode
*of geparation of my injured honour.
] Journals. Jan. 31,1769, vol. 42. page 169.

Ordered, ‘That the Entries in the Votes of the Titles
-of the Copies &f the Records prefented to this Houfe
“upon the 23d day of November laft, be o altered, -as
-particularly to exprefs, that the:words ¢ for a libel™
and for ¢¢ blafphemy,” contained in the faid Entries,
were part of the-titles-indorfed by the -Officer, . [Mn.
Filmer] who prefented the faid Copies, and mo part of
the faid-recorde 5 wor intended to convvey gny opinipn f
2he Houfe concerning them.

In the firft debate on the Middlefex elefhon§ ln the
Jrefent Rarliament, Feb. 22, 1775, Charles Van, E(qs
Member for Brecon, meationed ‘this record as for
¢ blafpbemy.” Mr. Wilkes immediately called him
‘to order, anddefired the above extra&t from the Jour«
‘nals:might be read. Mr. 'Van very ingenuvoudly cong
‘fefled his miftake. : .

i Michael -Curry, 'Not a printer, nor a prmters‘

. dewil, would afterwards affociate with this fiend. He: ran
-away from the'capital‘firft to Norwich, and a‘fterwnrds
to BriRol, where he delivered-the world fromone of thc

moft wretched, as well aswicked, of the human race.

On the 3d of Auguft 1768, he made an affidavit at the
Manfion Houfe before the Lord Mayoi Harley, which
“has been printed in all the papers. He was frequently

with the. peer who is .commenly -called Femmy be:;::

€
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The bufinefs of this day, fir, is naturally
branched out into two parts, both which cer-
tainly claim our ftri& attention. His Majefty’s
meflage points them out tous. The firft is the
outftanding debts, the fecond the increafe of

the etablifhment of the Civil Lift, -
. Before

cher. In the affidavit he {wears, ““that when he told his
¢ Lordthip of therobbery he had committed on his Ma«
) ﬂer, Loid Sandwich anfivered, You bave fafvzd the
¢ ‘nation, and you may depend on any thing that is in my
4¢ power, that the inducement to him to commit the
* robbery was the money oftered him, and the large
< promifes from thofe in poacer > His Lordfhip was
then Sceretary of State. The affidavit likewife ftate',
¢ that Faden, and Haflall," two known™ minifterial
* agents, defired him to name any fum, and that
“¢ he might depend on being fupported ttom any
*¢injury he might apprehend, "and firmly rely on
4 being protefted by thofe in power.”” Curry was
-afterwanrds examined at the bar of the Houft of Com-
mons on the 31ft of January 1769. He then declared,
that he *lived for fome time at the houfe of Philip Car-
¢ toret Webb, Efg; Secretary to the Treafuyy, that he
¢ was confined therc, that Webb fent him to Car-
¢ rington, one of the King's meflengers, who regu-
¢ larly every weck fupplied him with money, that
- % Wehbb faid he might depend upon being taken care
% of, that government awould take care of him for fur-
. *Y reydering tbe copy, and giving the evidence againft
*¢ Wilkes, that Carrington declaied he was accountable
“ to gowernment for the money he paid him, that Lord

, . $¢ Sauna-
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Before we proceed, fir, to take into confi:
deration the payment of the King's debts, we
ought to enquire in what manner they have
been contra&ted. The King has enjoyed ever
fince his acceflion the greatelt unappropriated
revenue of any prince in Europe, and the ex-

C3 pences

¢ Sandwich told him, be might depend on any thing in
<¢ bis poaver, that he had loft his charaéter, that no ong
¢ would afterwards employ him, &c, &c.” .
There was not a man of honour in Europe ac-
quainted with this black tranfa@ion, who did got
blufh for the condu& of the coust of England on this
occafion. Every liberal idea was facrificed to a per-
fonal pique of the Prince. ‘The infamy of corrupting
a fervant to rob his mafter, the bafenefs of confining
a gentleman fur a year in prifon, and the meaonefs of
picking bis pocket of gool. becaufe be had a loofe
poem locked up in a private clofet, had not been
known in the moft defpotic countries, and betrayed a
ipirit of injuftice, revenge, and cruelty. The fittelt
agent was employed for fuch a bufinefs, Femmy
Tawitcher, then Secretary of State, bomo poff bomines
natos turpiffimus, fceleratiffimus, contaminatiffimus. Even
Lord Le Defpencer, one of the firt and moft eager
court vaffals, who vowed wmconditional fubmifion to
the Thane, and fwore fealty at the fhrine of Bute,
even he condemned the breach of honour and convi-
- vial friendthip, without the pretext of any injury, or
even previous quarrel, in his brother peer towards Mr..
-Wilkes. At the conclufion of the Secretary’s fpeech
ia the Houfe of Lords, Lord Le Defpencer exclaimed
aloud,
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pences-of the whole Royal Family have' neverr
exceeded 160,000l a year. A Committee fhould :.
be appomted for both the purpofes menuoned,
and papers very different from thofe before us-
ought to be fubmitted to Parliament, It is im--
poflible for us now to form: the ﬂnghte{’c con-
jeture from thefe accounts in what way fo-
enormous»

.

sload, *¢ that he never befon heasd the. devil preach .
¢ a fermon agam& fin.”

A great writer obferves, that every man bas aright:
1o hawe poifons in bis clofets The crime is in the vend- -

ing.

'th he conduét of Henry IV. of France on the pub-
lication in 360g. of the famous libel: called L'Ifle des:: .
Hermapbrodites, was worthy of . that great King.

Ce petit libelle (qui étoit affez bien fait) fous lé nom -
de cette Ifle imaginaire, découvreit les moeurs et fa.-
yons de faire impies et vicieufes de Ja Cour, faifant-
xoir clairement que la France eft maintenant le repaire -
et I'afyle de tout vice,. volupté, etimpudence,.au lieu.
que jadis elle étoit une academic honorable.ct.feminaire
de vertu. Le Roi le voulut vair et fe le fit live ; eten-
cere qu'il le trouvit un peu libre et trop hardi, il fe
contenta neanmoins d’en apprendre fe nom de I'auteur,
qui etoit Arthus Thomas, leyuel 4 ne voxlut qu’on re-
cherchét, faifant confcien:e, difoit-il, de facher. un
bomme pour awoir dit la verité, :

Journal du regne de Henri IV, Par: M. Piérre dé¢ :
I'Etoile, Grand Audiencier en 1a Chancellerie da*
Paiis, vol. 1H. p. 278,279, Ed. La Haye 5741,

»
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énormous a debt as-6i8,340l. has been coms-

traGed. It is aftonithing that there thould re=

main in cafh in the Exchequer on the sth of:
Jan. laft only 35,640l.. The Queen has in-
deed 50,000l 2 year very regularly paid ; but

the expence of the prince of Wales and the:
Bifhop of Ofabrug i$ charged from 1769 to-
¥j77 only 42,2421, Priice William Henry -
and Prince Edward, for the fame period:

50171, The King’s meflage,. fir, leads us to-
confider the ftate of the whole Royal Family.-
His Majefty has two brothers,. univerfally be- -
loved by the nation. I find no-trace of any
debts contralled. by the crown on their ac-
gount; no princely grants to either of the-
King’s own brothers.. As an Englifhman I
regret the fcantinefs of their incomes. The
Duke of Gloucefter feems doomed to pafs his
life abroad ; and it is certainly neither from.
choice, nor from the ill ftate of his health,
The Duke of Cumberland is happier, and
Jves in England. He poflefles allthe virtues,
and fupports with dignity the rank, of a pri-
vate; benevolent, amiable Nobleman. His in-
eome is by no means adequate to the fplendor,

of a.Prince of the Blood, of a. Prince of the: -

C4 bload:
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blood fo .near to the King as his Majefty’s
own Brother. How then, fir, hasthis enor-
mous debt been contralted ! No outward mag-
nificence has dazzled our eyes 3 o internal,
domeftic profufion. has been imputed to the
tLord Steward of the houfehold, who almoft
alone has continued in office this whole reign.
We have fearccly the appearance of a Court,
even in the capital. Former Kings of Eng-
Tand with very infesior revenues were gene-
rous and fplendid, their courts pempous and

brittiant..

o———

+ With the greateft unappropriated' revenue of any
Prince in Europe, have we not feen you reduced to
Juch wile and fordid difiveffes, as wonld bave condulled
any other man to a prifin? Fs it not notorious that the.
vatt-revenues, extortsd fiom the labour and indufiry
of your fubjefls, and given.you to de henour to your--
felf and to the nation,. are diffipated in corrupting their
reprefentatives?
- Junius.  Preface, p: 29.
In the debate in the Houle of: Lards on the debts of,
the Civil Lift, April 16, 1777, Earl Talbot, Lord
Steward of His Majelty's Houfehold, the tear ftarting
from his eye, told many a. piteous tale of the diftreffes:
of the royal houfehold, kitchen, and fables, of half-.
ftarved norfes, fkullions, and grooms. His Lordthip
faid, ¢ he would finith thofc fcenes of umutterable avoe
¢ with a fadt, which had happened very lately. The,
¢ King’s coal-merchant declared, that he was fo dif~
‘¢ trefled for money, be awar ready to turn bis Ma-

“eky of”

»
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brilliant:  All princely and royal vifitors were
Jodged in their palaces, and’ fplendidly en-
tertained.§ His Majefty’s refidence at Windfor
the laft fummer did not quite revive all the
ideas of the magnificence, and even hofpitality,
of the Plantagenets, nor efface all the glories
of our Henries and Edwards. No ftately
buildings, or proud palaces, no imperial works,
and worthy Kings, have excited the public won-
der, or called foreigners from the continent to
our ifland to admire the royal tafte and magni-
ficence. An thonourable gentleman, fir, tells
us of the King’s boufes. The former Kings
of England, fir, lived in palaces, not in honfes.
His Majefty has not yet had a Scottifh rebellion
to quell.  The Royal revenues have not been
expended againfl the Scots, but furrendered
22 them, an idea little fufpeted by the people
of England, when they gave at firft with fuch
a liberal, and even prodigal hand. How then,
fir, has this debt been contralted ! There

are

§ When the King's Sifter, the Princefs of Brunf-
wick, paid the lafk vifit to the court of England, Her
Royal Highnefs was in ready furnifbed lbdgings in
Pall-Mall.

t Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. Membet for. Saltath,
Joint Secretery to thg Treafury,
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are uo outtoerd and vifible figns of grandeud
and expence. ' I will. tell. the Houfe what is-
faid without deors, what the nation. generally
fufpe@s, and thercfore it becotnes our duty to-
inveftigates - The nation,. fir, fa{pe&s, that
the regular, minifterial majorities in Parliament
are bought by thefe very grants ;. that in one:
inftance we attend to the evangelical precept,.
&ivey. and it fball be given untv-you, and that
the Crown has made a purchafe of this Houfe-
with the money of the people. Hence the-
ready, tame, and-fervile compliance to every: .
Roysl edi&t iflued by the Minifter. Inward:
tarrupmn is the cmker, which gnaws the-

vitals.

s

_ ¥ Other princes,. befides his Majefty, have had the-
means of corruption within. their reach, but they have:
ufed it with moderation. In- former times corruptions
was confidered as a foreign auxiliary to government,,
and only-called.-in wpon extraordinary emergencies.

The unfeigned piety,. the fanéified religion of. Georga

the Third have taught him to new model the civil forces:
of the ftate. The natural refources of the crown are-
no loriger confided in.  Corruption glitters in the van ;;
--- collefts and maintains a ftanding army of merce.
naries, and, at the fame moment; impoverifhes and-
inflaves the country.--- His Majefty’s predeceflors (ex«

ecpt that worthy family, from which you, my Lord,.
[the Duke of Graftod] are unqueftionably defceud;:?i
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vitals of Parliament:. It is almoft univerfally-
Believed, fir, that the debt has been contrated:
in corrupting:the Reprelentatives of- the peo«
ple; and that this public plunder has been di--
vided among-the majority. of this Houfe, which:
is allowed to be the moft corrupt aflembly in.
Europe,. while the loneft and- fair- creditors of
the crown have been reduced to the greateft:
* diftrefs.. Compaflion to them is- only made:
the pretext of the prefent meffage. This, fir,.
is-a fit object of  parliamentary enquiry. )
The alarm.: has {pread through the country..
The charge is taken up by almoft every inde-
pendent.man in the kingdom. It is afked, Did.
the-

had fome generous qualities in their compofition, with
vices, I confefs, or frailtics in abundance. They
were Kings, or gentlemen,, not: hypocrites or priefis.
‘Fhey were at the head of the church, but did nat
know the value of. their.office. They faid their prayers
without ceremony, and had too little prieftcraft in their.
underitanding,. to reconcile the fan&timonious forms of
zveligion with- the utter deftruion of the morality of .
their people.---My Lord,.this is fa&, not declama-
tion.---With-all your partiality to the houfe of Stzart,.
you muft confefs, that even Charles the Second would:
have blufhed at.thofe eager, meretricious carefles, with
which every fpecies of private vice and public profti-
“tution is received-at §t. Fames's.
Junius, vol. 2, pages z49, a so.
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the laft parliamentary grant of 513,511l fo
lately as 1769, to pay the King’s debts, give
fatisfation to the honeft tradefmen and infe=
rior dependents of the crown, or was it di-
verted another way? The majority of this
Houfe, fir, ought not to lic under this fuf-
picion, nor will they, if they are innocent.
‘They ought likewife to vindicate the honour of
our Sovereign from the foul fufpicions, which
are gone abroad on this fubject. A heavier ac-

~ cufation can fcarcely be brought, Mr. Locke,
fir, in his chapter on the Diffolution of Govern-
ment, {ays, *° He (the fupreme Executor) ad?s
¢ contrary to his trufl, when be either employs the
€ force, treafure, and offices of the fuciety, to
¢ corrupt the reprefentatives, and gain them to
<< bis purpofes, or openly pre-engages the electors,
S and preferibes to their choice, fuch, whom he
$¢ bas by folicitations, threats, promifes, or other-
¢ wife won 10 bis defigns 3 and employs them to
¢ bring in fuch, who have promifed befere-band
8¢ what to vote, and what to enal?.” What, fir,
was the cafe of Hine's Patent Placein the col-
le&ion of the cuftoms at Exeter, publicly
fold, and the money given, not to a necedy
public, but to General Burgoyne, to ieimburfe
him
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him the expences of the Preflon eletion,
and the fubfequent profecution and fine of
Toool. by a court of law, for the outrages
committed in Lancafhire againft the facred
rights of ele&ion? That inftance alone me-
rited an impeachment from parliament againt

the 1 profligate minifter of that day. 1

t+ Tbhe Duke of Grafton.

Junius addrefles bis Gracein terms almoft of infpirations
¢ Your cheek turns pale; for a guilty confcience tells
you,, you are undone.---Come forward, thou virtuous
.minifter, and tell the world hy what interett Mr. Hine
has been recommended to fo extraondmar) a mark of
his Majefty's favour; what was the price of the pa-
tent he has bought, and to what honourable purpofe
the purchafe money has been applied. Nothing lefs
than many thoufands could pay Colonel Burgoyne's
expences at Prefton.”

. Junius, vol, 3, p. 214

No fale by the candle was eve: conduéted with great-
er formality,---I affirm that the price, at which the
place was knocked down (and which, 1 have good
reafon to think, was not lefs than 3,500l.) was, avith

‘your connivance and confent, paid to Colonel Bur-
goyne, to reward him, 1 prefume, for the decency of
his deportment at Prefton. Page 23.

M. Taylor and George Rofs (the Scotch agent and
worthy confidante of Lord Mausfield) managed the
bufinefs, Page 24.

The chafte Duke of Grafton had commenced a pro-
fecation againit Mr. Samuel Vaughan, for endeavour-
ing to cotrupt hisi mtegrxty by an offer of so0ol. fora

patent
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'If there is, fir, a fpark:Gf virtue left among
vus, we cannot fit down -contented with fuch
*Joofe general accounts, that fecret and fpecial
.fervice, the ‘Privy Purfe, the Treafurer of the

chamber

spatent place in Jamaica. A rule to fhew caufe, why
- an information-thould not be exhibited againft Vaughan
. for certain. mifdemeanours, 'being granted by the Court
- of King’s Bench, the matter was folemnly argued on
sthe 27th of November, 1769, and, by:the unanimous
+opinion of the four judges, the rule was .made abfo-
ilute. The pleadings and fpeeches were accurately
staken in fhort-hand, and publifhed. The whole of
-Lord Mansfield’s Speech, and particularly the:follow~
ing extrafts from it, deferve the reader’s attention.
-¢¢ A prattice of thekind complained of here'is certain-
*¢ ]y difhonourahle and fcandalous.---¥f a man, ftand-
*¢¢ ing under the relation of an officer under the King,
%6 or of a perfon in whom the King puts confidence,
‘¢ or of a minifter, takes money for the ufe of that
¢¢ confidence the King puts in him, he bafely betrays
8¢ the King,---he betrays his truft.---IF the King fold
¢¢ the office, it would be a&ing contrary to the truft
¢ the conftitution hath repofed in him. The confti-.
“¢ tution does not intend the crown fhould fell thofe of -
* fices, to raife a revenue out of them..--Is it poffible
*¢¢ to hefitate, whether this would not be criminal in
<¢ the Duke of Grafton ;---contrary to his duty as a
¢ privy-counfellor ;---contrary to his -duty as a mi-
¢¢ nifter ;--~contrary to his duty as a fubje&.---His
¢¢ advice fhould be #ree according to his judgment --»
<¢ it is the duty of his office;---he has fworn to it.*”
Notwithftanding all this the chafte Dake of Graftok
certainly
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vbambery the Cofftner of the Houfehold, Reydl
-bounties, penfions ond anmuities, fwallow up
fAmoft the whole Civil Lit. There is a
general charge of penfions to: the amount
-of 438,000l The -rPnyim Lift is the great

gnevance.

«certainly fold a patent place to Mr. Hine, for 3,500l.
and, for fo doing, is now Lord Privy Seal to the chafte
Qeorge, with whofe piety we are perpetually deafened.
If the Houfe of Commons had done their duty, and
impeached the black Duke for this-moft infamous
breach of truft, how woefully muft peor, bomeff Man;~
feld have been puzzled! ' Ris embarrafsment would
have afforded the -mof ridiculous fcene, that ever wae
exhibited. To fave the worthy judge from this per-
plexity, and the no lefs worthy Duke fiom impeach.
ment, the profecution againtt. Vaughan was immediate-
}y dropped upon my difcovery and publication of the
Duke's treachery. The fuffering this charge to pafy,
without any enquiry, fixes fiamelefs proftitution upon
she face of the Houfcof Commons more firongly than

.even the Middlefex eleétion.
Juniue, vol. IL. p.27.

4 The Duke of Grafton during his adminiftrationt
<arried the Penfion Lift to the extremeof infamy. Junive
afks, ““Hasnot Sir Yobxn Maoresa penfion of 5a0l. a year?
---This may probably be an acquistal.of:favours upon
the turf; but isit poffible to offer.a,grofler outrage toa
nation, which has fo very lately.cleared awaqy the begs
&ary of the Civil Liff, at the.expence of more tlum
halt a million,?”

Juniug, vol.1. p. 89:
x
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grievance. From 1769 to 1777, there isa
fingle line of 171,000l. fecret and fpecial fer-
vice, iflued to Sir Grey Cooper. In thefam®
period, under the fame amclc, 114,000l. to

~ John

¢ If a late penfion to a broken gambler [ Sir Fobx
Moore] be an a& worthy of commendation, the Duke
of Grafton’s connettions will furnith him with many
opportunities of doing praife-worthy attions.” P. g5.
The penfion of 3,200l. a year to Paoli can be ac-
counted for only two ways, ecither by the courtly prin-
ciple now eftablifhed among us, of giving applaufe and
affiftance to all thofe, who have betrayed the public
liberty, from the King of Sweden to the late General
of the Corficans, or as hufh-money to conceal the
fhare of our court in the facrifice of Corfica to France.
When Baron Van Swieten, the late Minifter from
the Emprefs Queen to the King of Pruffia, was
in London, he faw and converfed with Paoli. The
Corfican lamented, that in the late’ war againft France
be could not be prefent ecvery avbere in bis fland in eve~
7y altion. The Baron replied, that is na reafon for your
doing nothing wbere you were. ¢ Le Comte de Grand-
“ maifon prit le village d'Olmetta, d'ou le Général
“ Paoli 5'étoit enfuit dés le premier €branlement des
« troupes,”™ Hiftoire des Révolutions de Corfe. Par
M. I'Abbé de Germanes. Paris, vol. 3. p. 65, Il
* manquoit totalement de cette bravoure, le foutien.
¢¢ des états naiffans, et fi neceffaire vis-a-vis d’une na-
¢ tion belliqueufe, qu’elie ne peut étre fuppleée par au-
¢¢ cune autre qualité, On ne I'a yu dans aucune ation
¢ 3 la téte de fes compntriotca. Il fe tenoit tonjours en
¢¢ arrifre, et ne.manquoit pas d'itre le premier a faire
¢ rograite
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§ Joha Rabinfon, Efg; exclufive of enormous
fums on the fame heads to the Secretaries of
State, and the Sccretary of the Poft-office,

generally in one fhert, fingle line. When
Vor. II. D we

< retraite dés qu'il voyoit le fuccés douteux. vol 2. p.
¢¢ 188. Paoli ignorant fa vi&oive fuvait d'une coté,.
“$¢ tandis que woxs noxs retirions de I'autre. vol, 3. p.-
€ g5. There is a remarkable appearance of candour-
and impartiality in this hiftory. The Abbé received:
the folemn thanks of the ftates of Corfica for the two
futt volumes, ¢ Il fut arrété, que l'oa ecriroit, au
“ nom des Etats 3 M. I'Abbé Germanes une lettre de
“ remerciement fur les peines et foins qu’il avoit pris,"
&c, &c. ¢ Paoli tout €perdu, laifla, pour fe fauver i
¢ travers les rochers, fon cheval et fon port-feville &
¢ Murato, p. 532. Le Général Paoli---fe hita de
“ quitter fa patrie---laiffant Abattucci 3 la téte des
“ Nationaux qui tenoient encore les armes; il fe (auva
“ de Baftilica fur Quinza, et deld fe rendit & Porto-
¢ Vecchio avec Clément fon frere, quelques autres'chefs,
“ et une centaine de Corfes attachés i (a perfonne, ou
<4 3 fes richeffes. vol. 3. p. 148. l'envic de pespétuer
< fon gouverncerent fut fa premiere raifon d'érat, et il
¢ préféra toujours fa grandesr perfonnelle & la liberté
“¢ de fa nation---il étoit beaucoup moins capitaine que
“ politique. Ax defaut de braweure, il fubfituoit

“¢ J'art d’en montrer. fFeignant de chercher Je peril au -

“¢ oommencement d’une attion, il trouvoit toujours dea._
“ amis didcrets, qui arrétoicot fon ardeur- - quoique
** timide dans le combat, il ctoit hardi dans le coyjéil, t
¢ ferme

§ Member for Harwich, Joint Secretary to the Trea-
fury with Sir Grey Cooper,
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we know, fir, what profecutions bave he¢n
camcd on, a loofe article of 60,000l, in one
year, as law cbgrgey, aught to alann us no
Tefs for the hberty of thp Pte[s, than for the
grwate property of yndwnduzls agamﬂ: un-

founded

% ferme dans fas projets—--fi ne powvant plus mainteniy
.« fon pays dans la liberté dont il pretendoit &tre le re-
& ftaurateur, il £t mort les armes & la main 3 la téte
% de fes compatriotes, il pafferoit pour un béros.” p.
148, Such is the judgment pafled by a French Abbé
ow a republican Gengral ! 'What was the glorions an-
fwer of the young Naffau,afterwaids Gur great Deliverer,.
to fome courtiers of Charles IT, who in the defperate
fituation of Holland from the conquefls of Louis XIV.
advifed hinv to accept the fplendid affer of being Sove-
reign of the Pravinces under the proteétion of Eng-
land and France ? k awill npt furwivethe libgrtiss of mp
country. I awill diz in tbe laf dyks, ?agli aught to
have died,. fiword in band, on the laft fxee, mountain of
Gorfica. But he lives, attends regularly, bows low,
and finiles eternally, at the levag of a Kisg, by
whom he is again fmiled upop, cavefied and penfioned
With the fpoils of his enflayed country, and an Eng-
lith penfion, this brave, firm, fierce, independent re-
publican crouches at g courty and confoles bimfelf;
far from tho/e wike guns, in.adrawing room, in a fwept.
intercourfe of bows and fmiles with the ribbanded and-
tisled flaves of power, under the contempt of all Eu-
vope. The penfiaz was given him, 3t the interceffion
of Lord George Germaine, in the adminifiration off
the Duke of Grafton. His treachery recommended:
him to the Duke: a fimilitude of chara@er and con-
du&t naturally captivated thc heart o? Germtum:.‘
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founded claims of the crown. We have foon
the cruel invafion of beth in this seign, Under
the head of Contingencics of divers nasures, we
are lof} and bewild¢red by a rambling account,
~ in which it is impoffible to guefs the leaft par-
- tigylar. Wefind Meffts. dmyand and Siched
reeeive 38,69al. to pay bills of Exchange;
and ip another line, Fhomas Pratt, fg; 8,139l -
ta pey anngher bill of Exchange. Far what natio~
nal purpofe, or public fervice? Such accounts,
fir, ace only: calculated for fuch 2 fervile Pagliae
ment, Pexfions, annuisies, and xoyal bounsies, halk
with; such caution be touched by me, even in
this Houfs. One word enly 1 thall mention of
litorary patronage, ecaufa it feems to be a favo-
rite fubje®®. Weare, fir, hourly told, thatge-
pius. and Ileaming are now foftered by
the peopitious beams of royal favour, and
all the polite arts encouraged and patroniz-
ed. TFhetwo famous: Doftors +Shebbeare and
D 2 ]abgﬂrr,

" De. Shebbeare was tried in. 1258 for. prinsing and.
publifiring ¢ A §xth Lester to the. People.of Epgland.™
The Inforpation was exhibited,by.Lord Camden, when,
Attorney General. It ftated, that the libel ¢ tended,
*<. 10, tyaduse, ths Remalutioy, and. to reprefent it as the
«, found;t.an of all thofp imaginary evils, and calami-
“.tica, which, he, the Mid Deftndant, would falfely

o ine
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$%¥¢lnfon,are in this reign the fate birelings called -
penfioners. The piety of our Sovereign to the
memory of his grandfather, as well as grati-

tude to our glorious Deliverer, fhould furely,’
fir,

* infinvate the fubje&ts of this kingdom did-labour
“ under; and alfo to afperfe the memory of King:
¥ William III, and of George I, &c. and alfo to af-
¢ perfe, feandalize, and vilify King George IT, &c.
“ and to infinuate that King George II. had no con-
¢ cern for the people of England, nor any regard for
¢ the intereft, honour, or welfare of this kingdom.™
Another charge was omitted by the Attorney-Ge-
neral, Mr. Pratt, from a motive of delicacy, for
Dr. Shebbeare had baflardized the whole royal fa-
mily in the ¢ Sixth Letter to the People of Eng-
¢ Jand." - It was publifted in the time of the late
war with France. A jury found the Do&or guilty..
He was fined, pilloried, and imprifoned. Lord Mans-
field, who tried the caufe, declared, that the *¢ Sixzh
¢ Letter to the People of England™ approached the near-
¢ft 1o High Treafen, awithout allually committing it, of,
any paper be ever read. Hls Lordfhip's nice, exquifite

jodg-:

1 Penfion. w. f. penfion, Fr.] An allowance made.
to any one without an equivalent. In England it is
generally underftood to mean pay given to a flate bire-
king for treafon to bis country.

Penfioner. n. f. (from penfion] 1. One who is fup.
ported by an atlowance paid at the will of another; a
dependant.

2. A flave of ftate hired by a ftipend to obey his mafter.

A Di&ion:ry of the Engh{h Language, in
. 3 vols. fol. by Di. Samuel Johnfon.

Vide Dr. Johnfon's Falfe ﬂarm, and all his politi-
sal trats.
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fir, have prevented the names of thefe two
Dodtors from difgracing a Civil Lift, which
both of them had repeatedly and publicly declar- -
ed the King’s family had naright to, but ought
to be confidered as a flagrant ufurpation.. Thefe
two Do&ors have in their writings treated the
late King, and King William,, with the ut-

‘D3 moft

judgmentin fuch a matter cannot be controverted. The
family conneétion with his 6wn brother, Lord Dunbar,
the late Pretender’s confidential fecretary, his early ftudies
at Oxford, the whole caft ana colour of his life, make
his opinion of value, his teftimeny unqueftionable. In
3 letter addrefled to his Lordikip, Junius fays, ¢ In
‘¢ your carlier days you were but little infe&ted. with
¢ the prudence of your country; you had fome-erigi=
¢ nal attachments, which yeu tock eveny preper op~
¢¢ portunity to acknowledge. The liberzl fpirit of
¢¢ youth prevailed over your native difcretion. Your
¢¢ zeal in the cauft of ‘an unhappy prince was exprefled
¢ with the fincerity of wine, and.fome of the folem-
¢ nities of religion.” In a.note tothis prflage Fumins
adds about Lord Manfield, “ This man was always
¢ 3 rank Jacobitc. Lord Ravenfwoith produced the
“ moft fatisfiélory evidence of: his having frequently
¢¢ drank the Pretender’s health upon his knees..
Dr. Shebbeare’s charaler i admirably drawn by the
author of the ¢ Heroic Epittie to Sir William Cham-
¢¢ bers.”
Wretch! that from flander’s filth art ever gleaning,
Spite without fpirit, malice without meaning:

“The fame abufive, hafe, abandon’d thing,

- \WVhen pilloried, or penfioined by a king.
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thoft virulenée and feurrility, and they ate thé
known penflaned advocates of defpotifm.  Thé
two ' other inftaricés are ridiculons ehough
David Hume was penfiohed in this pions teigh
for attacking the Chriftian religlon; 4t Dr.
Beattie for anfwering him: If this ménnér i}
the public tteafure lavithed ; but thefé; Iown;
are mean objefls, and of trifling concern.
The great mafs of the debt remains unac-
countéd for, and is fufpeéted to bé contradted
for the moft criminal purpofes. It is nécéfliry
to fatisfy the people that the enquiry fhould be
made, ind therefore I hopé the Houfe wilt in«
flru& the committee to that purpofe.

Let me now, fir; fuppofé, that parliamhent
dequieftes with the prefent ¢laims, what chear-
ful ray of future hope hdve we to comfort us
that futire demands will not fucceed ! Will
this be thé laft court job, even of the préfent
minifter ! No aflurances whatever are giveny
not a-hint of afosorty, or frugal thinagemient,
or the leaft cire of the public treafure in fu-
ture. Surely fuch a-mode of proceeding is high-~
ly unbecoming, indecent, and contemptaous.

May I, fir, pafs the invidious freights
of Calais, and confider the ffate of the neigh-

‘ houring .
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bauring ondrchy with tefped to the ngs
hdufend!d and debts ! By two new edilts fdr
thé regulation of the Frefich King’s houleliold
@xpences, penfidns, and royil Bounties, ail
4trédrs areé to be dilcharged within fix years,
and a fixed refolution is detlared pour concilier
avec ime fage Eonomie les dépenfes que Péclat de fa
ouronne peut éxiger. From the firft of laft Ja-
nuary all futuré éxpences whateveér refpecting
the houfthold are to be paid in the courfe of
the currént year. The very firlt article it,
¢ I’ anné¢ révolue de toutes les dépenfes de fa
% maifon du Roi, tant par entreprifes que par
¢¢ foutniturés, fera 3 I’avenir paiée comptant
¢ au Tréfor Roial, ddns Je courant de I'ahnée
¢¢ fuivanite, 3 ralfon d’un douzieme par mois.”
Would tb God; fir, fuch a fpirit of juftice
and reformation croffed the channel to thi¢ ca-
pital ! We, alaé! hive riot a gléam of hope
of any reformation. The French King, fig,
has likewife two brothers, Monfieur, and e
- Comte d’Aftois. ‘I’ hey have found in thejr
fovereign an affeGionate and generous brother,
not 4 gloonty tyrant, like——*Loufs the X{th,
D 4 Théy
+ Mezemy, hx(&onogmpher of France, fays, éCo-

§¢ mines nous le [Louis XI.] depeint }uruuf}mml
¢ fonp
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They are an united and happy family. Whae
the King has given them in important grants,
and en apanage, as it is called, enables them
to fuppert with eclat their high rank. The
new regulations of the French King’s houfe-
hold expences and debts are founded in jufticey
and are no extraordinary burden on the peo-
ple. The firfl Prince of the Hanover line ob-
ferved the fame condué, for the meflage of
George 1. to this Houfe, of July »1, 17214
fs < that being refolved to caufe a retrench-
% ment to be made of his Civil Lift expenced
% for the future, and finding that fuch a re-
*¢ trenchment cannot well be effe&ed, without
¢¢ difcharging the prefent arreafs, his Majefty
¢¢ has ordered the accounts thereof to be laid
¢ before the Houfe, and hopes he may be em-
¢ powered to raife ready money for that pur-
% pofc, on the Civil Lift revenues; which, t

“ avoid

% foupgonneux et falcux de fa puiffance, trés abfolu duns
" # fos «wolontés, qui ne pardomnoit point, qui a terribles
- ¢ ment Joulé fes fujets, et avec cela le meilleur des
% Princes [the befl of Kings] de fon tems. QUELS
¢ POUVOIENT ETRE LES AUTRES ?"

Abregé Chronologique dc I'Hiftoire de France, par
le Sieur de Mczeray, hiftoriographe de Frunce.
vol. vii. p. 21z. Edv Amfterdam. rpgg.
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¢ avnid the laying any new burden on bis petle,
“ his Majefty propofes fhall be replaced: to
¢ the Civil Lift, and re-imburfed by a de-
¢ dullion to be made out of the falaries and
¢¢. wages of all offices, and the penfions, and
¢¢ other payments, from the crown.” Tke
venal parliament of 1769 gave the money out
of the curremt expences of the year, without
a fingle line of any account.

When we are repeatedly to'd, fir, of the
prefent fplendour of the Britith diadem, of
the extent of our empire, and the greatrefs of
our fovereign, I own that the diminifbed rays
of the crown occur to my painful imagination,
I am not dazzled, but mortified. It brings to
my recolleftion what was faid of Philip the
IVth of Spain, when Louis XIV. was taking
all the towns, one after another, in the Ne-
therlands, ¢ Sa grandeur reffemble G celle des
 foffés, qui deviennent grands a proportion des
¢ terres, qu'en leur ite” .

The * noble lord near me has faid, that he
wifhed a ftrict review of the whole eftablifh-
ment of the crown, as to the Civil Lift. I

per-

3

® Lord John Cavendifh, Member for York,



(2 )

perfeitly abprd'\l'e thé jdea.  Almoft thé whole
tequires a new rcgulanon 1 think the judges
in particular ought not to be pald out of the
clvil 1ift, but by the public. Thcy cannot be
1w difplaced, bit théy aidy be fharved by the
ébwn, The fpirit of their independence
ought to extend as well to théir faldriés, as
s théir commifions. 1 obferve, fir,'fn the
Civil Lift accounts on the table, an article,
& Lord Howe aid Sir Williim Howe Com-
8‘ thiffioniérs, for rgﬂormg peace in Avherica 1001,

4 pef week éach, atrears 1,742” The noble
Lord with the Biuc ribband has;uﬁ called them
Aibaffadors. Have we then alréady ackrow-
ledged the United Colonies of America as a
fovercigd ﬁatc, like the United Provinces of
Holland? If we have not, that event muft
happen. ~The peaczful mode adopted by the
Brothérd, according to sy alculatiop, wnll
not fdon refldte Peace i in America, It may po{ﬁbly
be the period of the Tro_;an wir, tefi yeafs at
ledft, fo that the nation miay compliment the
Howe family with above oné hundred thoufand
pounds free gift, it the riné of 1001 per Wedk
each brother, befides the fettled pay and perqui-
fites, as offivers. But, fir, what connection hag

fuch

.
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fuch an articlé as ¢his With ke Tivil LI, with
his Majefty’s houffiold ?

Let us not now, fir, rafhly proceed in the
iniquitous method of deciding oii thefé two
important queftions, the expenditure, and the
increafe ¢f thé Civil Lift, withoit hearing
the évidence, of hedring it only in part. W e
have not fufficient Dafd t6 proceed. By I'uch
injuftice we loft Americd, We pmfcnbed
the inhabitants of Bofton without hearing
therh, and in the fdine mMadnet Hdopted c‘écr-
cive and fanguindry meafiirés againft the other
tolonies. Let us not row advinée # fingle
ftep but with cautior, with fear and trembling.
We dré afked to futnifi the minifters with
wedpotis, whicH iifay b€ émiptoyed to outr dea
ftrudtion, againft the libertiés of our 6wn couni=
try. Adintreafed Undde idfluicnée muft né-
ceflurily be éreated, #nd the ovérgrowh power
of the Crowd bnfatged.  Miniflers only ware
what ate called 3¢ fuddat of widr, The dot-
trine is ndw avowed of the legality of intro-
ducing foreign troops into the Britiflr domi-
nions. The minifler had the power of the fword,
when we give Nim that'of the purfe. How ma-
ny natiosis have totally foft their liberties by

L. in=
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internal corruption, and by mercenary armies ?
There is an affe®ed falfe alarm about fa&tion
and civil difcord, difturbances and + infurrec-
tions, but it is well known, that civil dif-
fentions have often among us been even’ fa-
vourable to freedom. Montefquieu. obferves of
England, “ On woit la liberté fertir fans ceffe
. $Cdes feux de la difcorde et de la fédition, le
¢ Prince toujours chancelant [fur un trine in-
<€ tbranlable.”

1 defire, fir, to fubmit to the noble Lord
near me, whether, in point of form and pre-
cedent, inftead of difcharging the order for
referring the King’s meflage to the committee
of fupply, which his Lordfhip has moved, it
would not be more proper to inflruét the com-
mittee on the. two important points of the
meflage, the paying his Majefty’s debts, and
the addition to the -ftanding revenue of the
Crown. If his Lordfhip and the Houfeadopt
that mode, I fhall then move, ¢ That it be an

¢ inftru&ion

+ Wife and good Kings, being taught by reafon and
experience, that nations delight in the peace and juftice
of a good government, will never fear a gemeral in-
JurreQion, whiltt they take care it be rightly admi-
wiltred, and find themfelves by this means to be fafe.

Algernon Sydney, pageqiz.

o e
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¢¢ inftrution to the faid committee, that, before
¢¢ they proceed to confider of his Majefty’s
¢¢ moft gracious meffage, they do confider of
¢¢ the caufes of the debts dueon account of the
¢« Civil Lift, and likewife what further pro-
“¢ vifion may be neceffary to fupport the fplen-
¢ dor and dignity of the Crown _bf Great-
¢¢ Britain.”
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The PROTEBT of the LORDS,

On the 16th of April 1777.

Diﬁﬂﬂ.“ﬂf, :
F OR the reafons contained in the amend-
ment propofed and reje&ed, vie. in lieu of
the Addrefs, to fubftitute the following :

To affure his Majefty of the ingolable af-
feftion and loyalty of this Houfe; and that
it is with the fincereft afli®ion we find our
duty to his Majefty, and our country, entire-
ly incompatible with our compliance with
the requeft made to us in his Majefty’s name.

That at a time when the increafe of Publi¢
Debt, attended with a decreafe of the Britith
empire, manifeftly required the utmoft oeco-
nomy in the management of the Revenues of
the Crown, we cannot behold, without afto-
nithment and indignation, a profufion in your
Majefty’s minifters, which the greateft profpe-
rity of our affairs could fcarccly excufe,

That
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That this Houf¢, with the moft gealays de-
votion to your Majefty’s true ipterefts, beg
leave to reprefent to your Ma;cﬁy, that we
humbly aperehend the glear revepue of
800,001, 3 year, which fupported the go-
vernment and court of your Majefly’s grand-
father of happy memory in great guthoyity
and maﬁn;ﬁcence, is fully fuﬁcnen; (if ma-
naged by your Majefty’s fervants with the
fame |qteq;|ty and ogconomy )to mmnmq Ao
the honour and d)gmty of your Majefty’s
(rown, in that reverepce in whlch we wifh,
as much at lcaﬁ as thofe who have fﬁuandercd

away your revenugs, to fee it alwzys, fup-
ported.

Parlnar;m;t has alrepdx iy cpnﬁﬁcmzoa (we
fu mofe) of fomc, exgmces at the begipping
- of your, Maiefly’s rign, difchargsd the debes
apd incumbrances op, the Civil Lift tq 3 very
gyea amoy*t 4&415* to gxrepd the revgnue
grapted by Parliament, without its qughority,
and to. gbufe ity indulgence ip peying one.

debly by, SontFaings. ip g foast.a time, ano:

thery and 4 greaten is, an the Brf} view, 3
c;itpinal 2. qu; Majﬁﬂy’s minifters, ov.)ghz
te, have la,ad fqmc magter hefore this Houfe,
tendmg
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The PROTEST of the Earl of RADNOR.
On the firft of May 1779,
ﬁl’ﬂ(?ﬁlhﬁ

BECAUSE, though I admit, and zea-
loufly contend, that thé fplendor and dignity
of the Crown of Great Britain, and the cre-
dit of the royal houfehold, ought for his Ma-
jefty’s perfonal filtisfation, no lefs than for
the honour of the nation, to be maintained
by liberal grants of Parliament, (liberal be-
yond the charge of parfimony, or a minute
calculation of the demands on government}
yet, when no confideration is had, and no
account whatever given in of various produc-
tive funds, of which his Majefty’s fervants
are in the receipt, and which are never ac-
counted for in Parliament, I muft infift that
all ‘calculations of a deficiency in the affumed
fum of Soo,oool only, are fallacious apd
abfurd.

Becaule thefe funids produce either the exatk
fum of 78,000l. or more, or lefs. If they
C 4 : ! 'pro-
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produce that fum, the produce more than li-
quidates the prefent ftated debt. If they pro-
duce lefs, but yet produce fomething, the ac~
.counts upon the table cannot be true; far
fuch produce would then either have been ag-
counted for in diminytion of this debt, or
fuch produce is fill in band, and the means
of difcharging fuch debt remain ; or there has
.been fome fecret expenditure to which it has
been applied, and which adminiftration have
not thought fit to mention. i they produce,
-as | cannot but think they do produce, con-
fiderably more, it furely refts upori minifters
to fhew the application, rather than becomes
the credulity of Parliament to accept thefe
accounts as complete, or its generofity to fup-
ply with fuch readinefs, and confequently en-~
courage the wantonnefs of their profufion, as
to the amount, and perhaps their ¢riminality
in the def}ination of the fums.

And becaufe when (exclufive of the enor~
mous fums ftated to be lodged with certain
perfons who are members of the Houfe of
Commons, for fecret and fpecial fervices,
words calculated to perplex and not inform)
the extravagant amount of/ falaries and ac-

, E 2 knowledged
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"knowledged penfions (to which patliamentarye
“jealoufy claims a right of making a large ad-
dition ‘on account of the general belief,
‘amounting with many perfons to an internal
“conviion of confiderable difburfements for
fecret and unacknowledged purpofes) is con-
“fidered; I hoM it my duty, as a member of
“the legiflature, to withhold the "additional
“means, afforded by this bill, of corrupting the
integrity of Parliament.

RADNOR.

Vortes
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Vores of M -y 7s 1777 .

Ordered, Nemine contradjcente, . i

. That Mr. Speaker be defired to print the

Speech made by him te His Majefty, in the

Houfe of Peers, this day, upon his prefenting

to His Majefty the Bill for the better fupport

of His MajeRty’s houfehold, aud of the ho-

nour and dignity of the crown of Great Bri.
tam, which then received the Royal Aﬂ'ent.

The SPEEC. H of the Speaker of the
Houfe of Commons, Sir Fletcher Netton, -

Mof Gracious Sovereign, . .
« ¢ The Bill which itis-now my duty to
8¢ prefent to your Majefty, is intituled, A%
8¢ A for the better fupport of his Majefly’s houfe-
<¢ bold, and of the homour and dignity sf, the
¢ crown of Great Britain: to which your
¢¢ Commons humbly beg your Royal Affent.
¢ By this Bill, fir, and the refpe&ful cir-
4 cumftances, which preceded and accompanied
s¢ it, your Commons have given the fulle
## and cleareft pr‘oof of. their zeal and affe&tion
€ Ejs “ for
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& for your Majefty. For in a time of public
¢ diftrefs, full of difficulty and danger, their
“< conflituents labouring under burthens almofi oo
“¢ heavy to'de borne, your faithful Commons
¢ poftponed all other bufinefs ; and, with as
¢ much difpatch as the nature of their pros
_ ¢ ceedings would admit, have not only grant«
6t ed to your Majefty a large prefent fupply;
‘¢ but alfo very great additional révenue ;——
¢ great beyond example 3 great; beyond your
¢ Majefly’s highefl expence.

& But all this, fir, they have done, in 2
$¢ well-grounded confiderice, that you will
¢¢ apply. wifely what they have granted liberally;
¢ and feeling what every good fubje& muft
¢ feel with the greateft fatisfa&ion, that, un-
€6 der the direition of your Majefty’s wifdom,
$¢ the affluence and grandeur of the Sovereign
¢ will refle& dignity and ‘honour upon his

A people
Vores of May g, 1777.

Refolved, That the Speaker of this Houft,
in his Speech to his Majefty, at the bar of the

Houfe of Peers on Wednefday laft, and which
' was
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wasdefired, Nemine contradicente, by this Houfe,
to be printed, did exprefs, with juft and pro-
per energy, the zeal of this Houfe, for the
fupport of the Honour and Dignity of the
Crown, ia circumftances of great public
charge, '

-Ordered, That the thanks of this Houfe be
yeturned to Mr. Spacker for his faid Speech tp
His Majefty.

Vorss of Feb, 215 1777,

A Petition of the Truffees of the Britifb
-Mufeum wag brought up and read.

Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred
to the confideration of a Committee of the
whole Houfe, ‘

Vores of April 28, ,1777;

Ordered, ¢ That the Account of Annual
*¢ Expence and Income of The Britifh Mufeum,
¢ from ‘the firft of January 1768, toshe 31ft
< of December 1776, be referred to the faid
< Committee [t0 confider further of the Supply
5 gramted to His Majefly].”

b Y M,
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Mr. Wilkes faid,

Mr. Speaker,

Before the Petition of the Truffees of the
Britifb Mufeum is referred to the confideration
of thé Committe¢ of Supply, 1 beg the in-
‘dulgence of the Houfe to fubmit 2 few general
ideas on that fubje&, entirely independent-of
party and politics. Theencouragement of all
ufeful knowledgé, and the protection of the arts
s@nd fciences, with a particular attention to,our
own manufa&ures, appear to me, fir, juft ob-
je&s of public regard, and highly deferving par-
liamentary confideration, efpecially inthis great
commercial country, Among the many proofs of
the improvement of our national tafte, and fove
of polite literature, the eftablithment of the Bri-
tifb Mufeum claims the pre-eminence. It rofe
tunder the favourable aufpices of this Houfe,
“has been carefully watched over by us, and {

- hope will ftill continue to receive our friendly
proteion and fupport. Various branches of
.Jearning haye already derived fingular advan-
tages from that rich repofitory, and I think it
ay be made yet more cxtenﬁr ely ufeful to
. * this
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this kingdom. This, fir, can only be done
by this Houfe, by parliamentary affiftance. k
thall at prefent confine myfelf to general ideas,
and only throw out fome hints for a future
day’s confideration. :
- It feems to me, fir, hngh]y expedient that
the Truftees of the Britifh Mufeum thould not
only be enabled adequately to fulfil the ob-
je@s of their public truft, by making what
is already colle@ed as ufeful as poffible to the
nation, but ftill farther to extend the laudable
purpofes of their inftitution, Their prefcnt.
funds we find by their Petition are incompe-
tent even to the contra&ted plan now purfued,
Jtis a general complaint that the Britifh Mufeurs
is not fufficiently acceflible to the public. This
muft neceffarily happen from the deficiency of
their revenues. The trulecs cannot pay a
proper number of officers and attgndams;
.This will to-day be in part the confideration
of the committee, into which the Haufe will
foon refolve itfelf. But, fir, I wifh their
plan much enlarged, efpecially on two impor-
tant obje@s, Books and Paintings. ‘This capi-
tal after fo many ages remains. without any
confiderable public library. Rome has the im-
meale
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menfe colle@ion of the Vatican, agd -Pari¢
fearcely yields to the miftrefs of the world by .
the greatnefs of the King’s Library. They ace
both open at ftated times, with every prapes
.accommodation, to all flrangers. London
has no large public Library. The beft here
#s the Royal Society's, but even that is inconfi-
derable, neither is it open to the public, nor
are the neceflary conveniences afforded ftrangers,
for reading or tranfcribing. The Britifp Mu-
feum; fir, is rich in Manulcripts, the Har-
leian calledtion, the Cottonian Library, the collec-
tion of Charles I. and meny others, efpecially
on our own hiftory, but it is wretchedly poor
in printed books. I with, fir, a fum was al-
fowed by parliament for the purchafe of the moft
wvaluable editions of the beft authors, and an A&
pafled to oblige every printer, under a certain
penalty, to fend a copy bound of every pub~
Bication he made to the Britifh Mufeun. Our
pofterity by this, and other acquifitions, might
perhaps poffefs .a more valuable treafure than
even the celebrated Alexandrian colledion, for
notwithftanding that felfithnefs, which marks
the prefent age, we have not quite lo? fight
of every beneficial profpet for futurity. Con-
iderable
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fiderable donations might likewife, aftet fuck
a fan&ion of parliamentary approbation, be
expeéted from private perfons, who in Eng-
land, more than in any country of the
world, have enlarged views for the general
good and glory of the ftate.

The Britifh Mufeum, fir, poflefles few va-
luable paintings, yet we are anxious to have an
Englifb fchool of painters. If we expe@ to’ ri-
val the Italian, the Flemifh, or even the
French, fchool, our artifts muft have befora
their eyes the finilhed works of the greateft
mafters. Such an opportunity, if I am right-
ly informed, will foon prefent itfelf, 1 under
ftand that an application is intended to par-
liament, that one of the firft colle®ions in
Europe, that at Hoaghton, made by Sir Ro
bert Walpole, of acknowledged fuperiority ta
moft in Italy, and fcarcely inferior even ta
the Duke of Orleans’s in the Palais  Royat
&t Paris, may be fold by the family. T hope it
will not Bé difperfed, but purchafed by pars
liamen:, and added to the Britih Mufoum. I
wifh, fir, the eye of painting as fully grati-
fied, as the ear of mufic is in this ifland, which
at laft bids fair to become a favourite abode of

' the

.
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the polite arts. A noble gallery ought to be built;
#n the fpacious garden of the Britifb Mufeum for.
the reception of that invaluable treafure, Such.
an important acquifition as the Houghton col-
Jection, would in fome degree alleviate the coni=
cern, which every man of tafte now feels at
being deprived of viewing thofc prodigies of
art, the Cartons of the divine Raphael. King
William, although a Dutchman, really loved
and underflood the polite arts. He had the
fine feelings of a man of tafte, as well as the
fentiments of a hero. He built the princely
{uite of apartments at Hampton-Court, on-
purpofe for the reception of thofe heavenly
guefts. The Englifth nation were then ad-
mitted to the rapturous enjoyment of their
beauties. They have remained there till this
reign. At prefent they are perithing in a late
* Baronet's [moky houfe at the end of a great fmoky
town.+ They are entirely fecreted from the

- publig

¢ Sir Charles Sheflield’s boufe in St. James's Park,
now called the Queen’s Palace.

4+ The royal Procrufles, who has founded an Aca<
denty of Painting, after an exa® admeafurement, ob4
ferving very fagacioufly, that ¢“the Cartons were too
# Jong, and ought to he caut Morter,” a facrilegioud

hand
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‘public’eye; yet, fir, they were purchafed wish
public money, before the acceffion of the
'Brunfwick Line, not brought from Herren-
haufen. Can there be, fir, a greater mortifi-
‘cation to any Englifh gentleman of tafte, than
“to’ be thus deprived of feafting his delighted
view with what he moft defired, and had al-
ways confidered as the pride of our ifland, as
‘an invaluable national treafure, as 2 common
blefling, not as private property ! The kings
of France and Spain permit their fubje@s the
view of all the piQures in their colle&ions,
and fyre, fir, an equal compliment is due to
a generous and free nation, who give their
prince an income of above a million a year,
even under the greateft public burthens.

A remarkable opportunity, fir, of improv.
“ing the national tafte in painting, which was
Jately loft, I hope may now be recovered,
The incomparable + Sir Jofhua Reynolds, and
_fome other great painters, who do honour to

our

hand was tound, whickh---borrefio referens !---mangled
the divine works of the moft divine artift, that they
" mightexa&ly fit their prefent improper; ignoble fi-
tuation.
+ Sir Jofbua Regnolds has given this ifland a fair
slaim to the following beautiful lines of .Mr, Tickell,
C Sce
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our country, generoully offered the late * bithop
of Londen to adern the cathedral of St. Paul’sg
that glorious monument of the magnificence
of ‘our anceftors, with fome of their moft va-
ludble works; but the propofition had to en~
counter the abfurd, gothic prejudices of a tafle-
Jefs and ignorant prelate, which were found te
be infuperable. We have the fatisfaltion at

prefent of having in the {fee of London a
gentleman
See on her Titian's and her Guido's urns

Her falling arts forlorn Hgperia mourns;
‘While Britain wins each garland from her brow,
Her it and freedom firfl, ber painting moav,

® Dr. Richard Terrick.

4+ If I may beindulged a conjefture, it thould he
that not the falid picty, nor the found learning, nor the
claffical tafle, nor the merited corre&tion, which, in
" “the caufe of polite literature, the prefent Bifhop of
London gave the mitred cynick of Glouccfier, captivated
My, Wilkes fo much as that love of liberty, and detefta-
tion of tyrants, which are confpicuous in the writings
of our excellent Diocefan. In his letures ¢ De facra
¢ Poefi Hebrzorum,™ a wonderful work from the Cla-
rendon Prefs at Oxford, with the imprimatur of the
Vice-Chancellor Browne in 1753, this worthy Prelate
quotes with diftinguifhed praife the infPired verfes fung
at all the public feftivals of the Athenians in honour
of .the Greek heroes, Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who
flew the tyrant Hipparchus. ‘The good Bithop declares
the verfes to be ingenioii ceite poctz, et walde boni
“ ciyis,”
. ) * 7 Num
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4 gentleman, not only of folid piety, but of
the foandeft learning, and of exquifitive, claf-

’ fical tafte. 1 hope at fuch a favourable mo-

. ment the propofition will be renewed and ac-
cepted.

: As

- Num verendum erat, ne quis tyrannidem Pififtrati-
darumi Athenis inftaurare auderet, ubi in omnibus
onviviis, et 2que ab infima plebe in compitis, quo-
tidie cantitaretur $xonor illud Calliftrati nefcio cujus,
fed ingeniofi certe poete, et walde boni civis P

_ Er popts xaadi 7o Ligos goguow,
Qanep Apuodios x° Agssoydrar,
Or¢ Tor TUCarYOY xraverlw,
1zoropss 7 Adwras r;romaa'rlw
GiaTad’ Aguodi, dri wa weImrasy
Nuoois §’ev paxapar oe paer etras,
Ira srep wodewnus Ayinds,
TuSedwr v¢ oxow Atounle.
Er pvprs x;.ah T2 L1090 gopncey
Quors? Appodios x” Apisoyetesry
OF' Adnrams ¥r Svoials
ArSp2 Tvparvor Iprapyor enaverlun
Adt 0Dy xag0S soTeTay XaT didry
Biarad’ A-podis ' Apisoyetor,
Ot TOY TupayTOY XTLIETOY,
| ) Iooropmus. 7° AZwras swomoater.
O\\lod fi pott Idusillas Martias & Tyrammo&bnis quifpisnt
” tale alequod carmen plebi tradidiffét, inque Subutram,
" et fori circulos, et in ora vulgi intuliffet; a&um pro-
fc&lo fuiffet de partibus deque dominztione Cefartim s

plus mehercule valuiffet unum Ao,uoj‘xou pexos qudm
Clceroms Philippicz omnes.

. -Another
4+ Dr. Robert Lowth,
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As almolt all arts- and fciences, as well ag
fome of the moft ufeful manufaQures, have 2
connedtion with each other, they will likewife
give each othér a mutual affitance. The
beautiful

Another important circumftance on this great occafion
was negle€ted by the Roman heroes, Brutus and Caffius
“The dead body of the ufurper ought immediately to have
Deen thrown into the Tiber. Mark Antony’s eloquent,
but feditious and peftilent, funeral oration had not in
that cafe been pronounced, nor the multitude driven to
madnefs by his infidious artifices, and the affe@ing
fpeQacle of the corpfe of Cafar, mangled with many
wounds. ‘The republic perhaps had furvived, 3t leaft
during the life of Brutus. The name, and family of
the tyrant, rmght after the ides of March have been
rendered odious by popular fongs, and the Bithop
blames the Romans for not copying from the Greeks
in this r¢fpeét, Liberty might have triumphed,
and fo general ahorror of tyranny been diffufed through
the republic, that Suetorius could never have thocked
all pofterity by a detail, ridiculoufly minute and difs
gufting, of the monftrous crimes of the uforper’s
tucceflors, when no longer controlled by fear. or any
legal reftraints. That writer however argues in my
opinion again[l defpotic - power better than Sydney,
LOCkf’ or Pri T1CC .

The idea in the Greek verfes, which the Blﬂxop
" fo jultly admires, of the two heroes bearing their
- daggers in branches of myrtle was taken from what'
. happened at the feat of Panathenza. The ‘Athe-
nians carried large smyrtle bran-bes ip all their

, great folemnities and facrifices, Ainong thefe were
. the
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beautiful art of engraving, which is now cat-
ried among us to an aftonithing degree of per-
fection, will come to the aid of her fifter paint-

Vor. II. F ng.

"

the patriotic daggers of Harmodius and Ariftogiton
concealed. Undoubtedly they thought with all anti-
auity, that thofe, who trample on the equal rights of
mankind, and rife fuperfor to the laws of their covu-
try, fo that they cannot be brought to a formal tril,
nor madé to expiate their crimes by the faword of juflice,
may be righteoufly punithed by the dagger of patrio-
tifm. The Greeks and Romans not only fpoke dag-
gers, but ufed them in the caufe of liberty, for they
believed that the moft acceptable facrifice to the Gods
was an ufurper, or human tyrant,

Vi&tima haud ulla amplior
Poteft, magifque opima maétari Jovi
Quam rex sniquus, . SENECAg

When the City of London in 1772 voted a filver
cup to Mr, Wilkes for his defence of freedom in the
cafe of the printers, and left the defign and ornaments
to his direction, the Death of Cafar in the Roman fe-
nate was the fubjeét of his choice. It is certainly one
of the greateft fucrifices to public liberty recorded in
hiftory. Thedagger iun the firlt quarter of the City
Avrms, which of courfe were to be emboffed on the
wafr, does not feem to have fuggelted to him either the
idea of the dagger, with which Sir Wiiliam Walworth,
a Lord Mayocr of Lordon in the reign of Richard IT,
killed Wat Tyler, or of the  curtana,” the ¢ fhert
“ (word™ of St Pauly, atcurding to the idle difputes

of
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‘ing. We have thewn our attention to that art
this very feflion. I hope hereafter, even'in
this cold, raw climate, to be warmed with the
glowing colours of our own gobelins tapeftry,
and I with encouragement was given by par-

liament

of dull antiquarians, but probably it furnithed the
hint of

The dagger wont to pierce the tyrant’s breaft.
- . ’ Porz.

Julius Ceefar is reprefented in the bafs-relief on the
wafe, as he is defcribed by all hiftorians in that im-
portant moment, gracefully covering hiwfelf with the
toga, and falling at the bafe of a pedeftal, which fup-
ports the ftatue of Pompey the Great. Brutus, Caf-
fius, and the other noble Romans, who confpired to
reftore freedom to their country, form a circle around
the body of Cazfar. Their daggers, after the godlike
Sfiroke, feem recking with the tyrant's blood, and are
raifed to heaven. Every eye is fixed on Brutus, whe
is in the attitude of congratulating Cicero on the
recovery of the public liberty, and pointing to the
proftrate and expiring ufurper. The figure of Brutus
ftands out in very bold and high relicwo, is particularly
friking, and the capital of the whole groupe. At the
bottom of the vafeis the following infcription, encircled
with myrtle and oak leaves.

May every tyrant feel
‘The keen, deep fearchings of a patriot fteel !
CHURCHILS,
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liament to that noble manufalure, which in
France almoft rivals the powers of painting.
The important advantages of fuch 3 commerce
too we may learn from our neighbours.

I am not alarmed, fir, at the great expence;
which fome gentlemen feem to dread as ‘the
inevitable confequence of what I have men-
tioned. The treafures of a ftate are well em-
ployed in works of national magnificence.
The power and wealth of ancient Greece
were moft feen and admired in the fplendour
of the temples, and other fublime ftrutures,
-of Pericles. He boafted, that every art would
be exerted, every hand employed, every ci--
tizen in the pay of the ftase, and the city, not
only beautified, but maintained by itfelf. The
fums he expended on the public buildings of
lettered Athens, én the moft high and palmy flate
of Greece, after the brilliant viories over the
Perfians, diffufed riches and plenty among the
people at that time, and will be an eternal mo-
nument of the glory of that powerful repub-
lic. The Parthenon only, or Temple-of Mi-
nerva, acknowledged to be the moft beautiful
piece of antiquity now remaining in the werld,
Fa which
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which is of the pureft white marble, coft, with
its flatues and fculptures, above athoufand
talents, near £00,000!. {

One obfervation here, fir, naturally occurs,
which juftice to the Traflees of the Britifp Mu-
Jeun demands. No public money has ever
been more faithfally, more frugally applied to
the purpofes, for which it has been given, than
what they have received. Perhaps the Truflees
of the Britifb Mufeum are the only body of
men, who have never been fufpefted of want
cither of fidelity or ceconomy. I think there-
fore we may fafely truft them farther, not pe-
nurioufly, but largely, on a great, national
concern, efpecially when their accounts are
fo frequently fubmitted to the examination of
parliament.

Learning, fir, and the gohte arts, have
fcarcely more than three enemies, ignorance
“and ftupidity always, fuperflition often. The
noble § Lord with the blue ribband, who is at

the

4+ In the Tables of the learned Dr, Arbuthnot the
Axtick Talent is valued at 1931, 255,

" 1 Lord North, Firk Lord of the Treafury, and
Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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the head of the finances of this country, pof-
fefles wit, genius, a great deal of true tafte,
and a very cultivated underftanding. The moft
important eftablithment of this kingdom in
tafte and literature now fupplicates the aflift-
ance and protetion of this Houfe. The fine
" arts have in his Lordfhip a judicious admirer,
and of confequence a generous bepefattor, a
powerful proteétor, A

VorEs of April 29, 1777.

A Motion was made, and the Queftion being
put, * That the Refolution of this Houfe,
¢ of the 17th of February 1769, that Foin
¢ Wilkes, Efquire, bhaving been in this Seffion
€ of Parliament, expelled this Houfe, was, and
$¢ is, incapable of being elefted a Member ta
S ferve in .this prefent Parliament, be ex-
¢ punged from the Journals of this Houfe,
¢ as being fubverfive of the Rights of the
# whole Body of Ele&ors of this kingdom.”

F3 Mr,
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Myr. Wilkes faid,

Mr. Speaker,

The important Rights of Ele&ion in the

people are fo deeply interefted in the Queftion,
which I think it my duty to move again to
this Houfe, that no apology can be neceflary
for my embracing this, and every, opportu-
nity, which the forms of parliament permit,
of bringing this bufineis again to our confide-
ration, ’

Every Ele&tor in the kingdom, fir, was in<
jured by the refolution of the laft pardiament
in the cafe of the Middlefex Elections.' A fatal
precedent is thereby created of making an In-
capacity by a Pote of this Houfe, where the
law of the land, and common right, ren-
dered the party eligible. The words of the
Refolution of the 17th of February, 1769,
are, ¢ That John Wilkes, Efquire, having
¢ been, in this Scflion of Parliament, expel-

- ¢ led

-
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¢s"Jed this Houfe, was, and 13, incapable of
¢¢.being ecleted a Member to ferve in this

*«¢ prefent Parliament.” By this arbitrary and
capricious Vote the Houfe eftablithed an In-
<capacity unknown to the laws of the land.
1t is a dire& afluming of the whole legiflative
power, for it gives to the Refolution of one
Houfe the virtue of an a& of the entire legif-
lature to bind the whole. The King, the
Lords, the Commons of the realm, fuffer
alike from this ufurpation. It effetually

- deftroys both the form and eflfence of this free
conftitution. The right of reprefentation is
takert away by this vote. -It is difficult, fir, to

decide, whether the defpotic body of mea, which
compofed the la& rotten parliament, intended
by the whole of thgjr condué in the Middle-
fex Ele&ions to cut up by the roots our moft
invaluable Franchifes and Privileges, or only
¢o facrifice to the rage of an incenfed court
one obnoxious individual. Ia either cafe the
rights of the nation were betrayed by that

Parliament, and bafely furrendered into the

hands of the minifter, that is of the crown.
We are, fir, the guardians of the laws. It
is our duty to oppofe all ufurped power in

F 4 the

MNea



¢ 72)
the King or the Larde.* We are csiminal,
whenr

® The following extra& from the [peech of Mr.
Wilkes to the Livery of London, when he quitted the
office of Lord Mayor, Nov. 8, 1775, gives a remark-
able inftance of an attack on the Jiberty of the fubjeét

by the Heufe of Lords in the preceding February.
¢ The laf year, gentlemen, has pafled withont any
attack on our rights and privik ges from the Houfe of
Commons. That arbitrary and unprincipled body
has been almoft wholly emp'oyed, with the induftry
and fpivit of fends, in the vain and wicked attempt of’
perfeéting their plans to eftablith defpotifm s Neav
England, and Popery in Canada. They have ftained
the Britith laurels with the guiltlefs blood of our fel-
low-fubjefts in America. But the Hosufe of Lords
early in the prefent year made a direct aitack on the
rights of every Commoner in England, aud the efien-
tial privileges of this city. They ordered a citizen, Mr,
Randall, unbeard, into cultody, withaut any appeal to.
a :ﬁu:y, only for difiefpe€ful words againft a Member
of their Houfe [ Lord Lyttelton. PAlthough parties, they
endeavoured to eftablifh themielves judges in their own
caufe, in equal violation of the didtates of common,
fenfe and juftice, and ip the firft inftance, not by an
agpeal trom an inferior court to them, as the fupreme
judicature of the kingdom. Tbe Geatleman Upber of*
she Black Ked {Sir Francis Molyneux] game repeat-
edly with his affitants heie to feize a citizen, but not-
withftanding the exprefs zflertion in the order of the
peers, that he thould find it a fuffi ient avarrant for the
uttachment of the body of a fieeman, Mr. Randsli
remained fafe jn his own houfe vnder the prote&tion of
the laws, and your Chief Magiftrate, The officer of
. e
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when we confent to the exercife of any flle~

. - gal

the Houfe of Lerds preferred an ignominious retreat ta
Weftminfler to the certainty of his own commit-
ment in the city by a really fuffi-ient warrant, which {
would have iffued, if he had perfevered. He made a
report of what be had not done, and that difgracetul
entry in the Fcurnals of the Houfe of Lords gives us
another demonttration, that in this frce country all
ulurped autharity mutt in the end yield to law and the
conftitution, for Mr. Randal has ever fince remained
among us in perfe&t fecurity, as unmolefted from the
dlegal attacks of the Lords, as Mr. Miller has been
from the late fimilar outvages of the Commons, &c.

From the pre-eminence, gentlemen, to which your
favour raifed me, I now return with pleafure to my
former ftate of one of your magiftrates, and to mingle

A with the mafs of my fellow-citizens, &c, &c, &c.”

Funixs in the letter of May 28, 1770, fays, ¢ The
¢ arhitrary power they (#be Lords] have affumed of im-
< pofing fines and commuiting during pleafure, will now
¢ be exercifed in jts full extent; and in a note he
adds,  Tbe man awho refifls and overcemes this ini-
yuitcus power, affumed by the LORDS, muft be Jupport-
ed by the awbole people. We bawe the law, of our fide,
gndawant notbing but an intrepid leader. When fuck a
wman flands forth, let the nation look te it. It is not H1s
éaife, but OUR OWN.™

Junius, val. 2. p. 98.
Inan Addnefs to the Livery of London from the
Sheutfs Wilkes and Bull, dated Apiil 6, 31772, it is
faid, “ we may congratulate our countrymen that the
number of thefe unfortunate perfons has not been
atiempted to be increaled this feflion by any ilkg:j‘
RO} .
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gal power, much more, when we either exer-
cife,

Royal Proclamations, or commitments during plea-
Jure, made by either of the tavo Houfes of Parlia-
ment. Their late ufurpations on the perfonal rights
and privileges of the'people feem to be given up and.
furrendered. The Lords have not dared fo unconfti-
tutional an order of imprifonment, nor 'to impofe any
fines at their arbitrary will for offences cognizable by
Juries. No man has been committed at their bar for
what their Potes, not the laws, declare feditious, nor
for what they fo readily find a libel on a brother Peer,
nor have they ventured to condemn any perfon on the
JSirf original hearing of a caufe, awbich ought to come
before them only by appeal from the inferior Courts after
the werdi& of a Jury. The Houfe of Commoas have
tacitly acquiefced in the claim made by many of our
worthy fellow.citizens for the peogle at large, that the
conftituents have a right to be fully informed of the
proceedings of their fervants in Parliament. Their
Fotes indeed affest, ¢ that it is an indignity to, and a
4¢ breach of, the privilege of this Houfe for any per-
4¢ fon to prefume to give, in written or printed newf-
¢ papers, any account, or minutes of the Debates, or
¢ other proceedings, of the Houfe, or of any Com-
¢ mittee thereof,”” but the ufurpation was apparent,
as well as the indignity to their mafters, and the breach
of the priwileges of their conftituents. Their other
Refolution in confequence fell into contempt, ¢¢ that
#¢ upon difcovery of the authors, printers, or pub-
#¢ lithers of any fuch written or printed newfpaper,
#¢ the Houfe will proceed againft the offenders with
“¢ the utmoft feverity.” Several honeft printers in de-
fiance of their illegal orders gave the public all

the
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cife, or folicit it ourfelves. This the tlate
Houfe

the particulars of their proceedings during the laft
Seffion, proceedings which the Houfe prudently en-
deavoured to hide 1n a darknefs fuited to their deeds.
The moft natural effet followed, a general abhorrence
of them through the nation. The fame perfons, who
afferted our right the laft winter, have through the
prefent feflion continued the exercife of it in its fulleft
extent. Notwithftanding the Report of the ¢ Com-
¢¢ mittee to examine into the feveral facts and circum-
¢¢ ftances relative to the late obftruétions to the execu-
¢ tion of the orders of the Houfe, and to confider
¢ what further proceedings may be requifite to enforce
¢¢ a due obedience thereto,” was, in exprefs terms, that
the Houfe fbould order, that the faid J. MILLER be
taken into cufiody of the Serjeant at Arms attending the
Houfe, the faid MiLLer is fill at large, fill conti-

dues

+ That their praltice might be every way conform-
able to their principles, the Houfe proceeded to advife
the Crown to publith a Proclamation univerfally ac-
knowledged to be illegal. Mr. Moreton [Chief Juf~
tice of Chefter, and Attorney-General to the Queen}
publicly protefted againt it before it was iffued ; and
Lord Mansfield, though not fcrupulous to an extreme,
fpeaks of it with horror. It is remarkable enough
that the very men, who advifed the Proclamation, and
who hear it arraigned every day both within doors
and without, are not daring enough to utter one word
in its defence, nor have they ventured to take the leaft
notice of Mr. Wilkes for difcharging the perfons ap~
prehended under it. .

Letters of Janius, vol. 2., p. 166
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Houle of Commons did in the Addrefs to his
_ Majefty

nues the fevereft attack upon them by faithfully pub-
lifhing their proceedings, ftill braves their indignation,
and ---flecps fzcure in the city. Among the number
of daily offenders of this kind, the corrupt majority
in the Hou/e of Commons have not prefumed to.
cormit a fingle piinter, although by the late Royal
RMMarriage Bil! they have invaded the primary inherent
rights of human nature, and the divine inftitutions, in
the perfons cof the defcendants cf the late moft excel-
lent King, and, regardlefs of the cries of the ftarving
poor, employed themfelves this whole Seffion only to
enflave the family of a Prince, wheie nemory be-
comes cvery day more dear and facred to all true Eng-
lihmen. The people are now made the judges of the
condu&t of their reprefentatives, and the full exertion
of the liberty of the prefs, that great bulwark of all
our liberties, in' fupport of the conftitution, with the
other acquifitions for the public, will render this ra
ever memcerable in our annals. Thefe triumphs over
the minifterial faction we hold more important at this
period, becaufe they have been grined, when the
Chief Magiftrate of the capital [Wiliiam Nafb, Efg;]
had betrayed the rights he was chofen to defend, and
trampled upon the known privileges of all the ele&ors
of this great city, which his upright predeceflor [ Brafs
Crofey, Efg;] vindicated with true fpirit and cowage,

&c, &c.” ]
My, Wilkes in the firit Parliament of this reign had
tne honcur of being ordered to be taken into cuftody by
the Gentleman Ufber of the Black Rod attending the Houfe
of Lords---auben their Lordfbips knew be was at Paris.
I» bis letter, dated O&. 22, 1764, from Paris, to the
Elc&lays
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Majefly to difpenfe with the laws by iffuing
a Pro-

Ele&tors of Ayletbury, whom he formerly reprefented,
the ground of the complaint againtt him to the Lords is
fated. The complaint originated from Lord Sandwich.
By an unnatural Allian.¢ betaween Cturch and State, be-
tween that lay Lord, and the Right Reverend Father in
God, Dr. William Warburton, Bithop of Gloucefter, a
complaint of privilege had been mde to the Howfe of
Lords, that the name of Warburton had been put to fome
‘notes on the Effay on Weoman, which the Bithop dif-
claimed, I believe with truth, certainly with great
warmth. The prous Earl and sezk Bithop helped each
other to put on their fpiritual arrxowr, and joined their
forces in this boly avar, which they curied on with
redigicus rags and pricfilp cruslty. Inthe letter from Paris
it is faid, “After the affair cof the North Britoa, the
¢¢ government bribed one of my fervants to fteal a pare
¢ of the Effay on Woman, and the other pieces, out of
“ iny houfe. Net quite a fcurth part of the volume
¢ had been prntzd at my own private prefs. The
¢ work had been difcontinued for many months, be-
¢¢ fore I had the leaft kncwledge of the theft. Of
¢ that fourth part only twelve copies were worked off,
¢ and I never gave one of thofe copies to any friend.
« In this infamous manner did government get pof-
¢ feflion of this new fubje@ cf accufution, and, ex-
€ cept in the cafe of Alceruon Sydney, of this now
¢ fpecies of crime j for a Start only could make ihe
" ¢ refinement in tyranny of roufacking and robbing
6¢ the recelles of clofets and Gudies, in order to con-
¢ yert privae anuftmeats into flate crimes,  After
<¢ the fervant h:d been bribed to commit the theft in
¢ his mialter's houle, tic nof rhindoned man of the
(33
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a Proclamation for the apprehending of two
perfons,

s age, [the Earl of Samdwich) who in this wirtus
“ ous reign had rifen to be Secretary of State, was
¢ bribed to make a complaint to the Houfe of Lords,
¢ that I had publifhed an infamous poem, which no
¢ man there had ever feen. It was read before that
¢« great affembly of grawe Lords and pious prelates;
¢ excellent judges of awit and poetry, and ordered to
¢ lie on the table, for the clerks of the Houfe to copy,
¢ and to publifb through the nation. The whole of
¢¢ this proceeding was, I own, a public infulton order
¢ and decency; but it was committed by the Houfe
¢ of Lords, not by the accufed Member of the Houfe
¢ of Commons.™

_Journals of the Houfe of Lords, Nov. 15, 1763«

vol. 30, p. 415.

Complaint was made to the Houfe of a printed
Paper, intituled 4z Effay on Woman, with notes, to
which the name of the Right Reverend Dr. Warbur-«
ton, Lord Bifhop of Gloucefter, a Member of this
Houfe, is affixed, in breach of the Privilege of this
Houfe, &:.

And fome paflages in the faid printed papers being
read.

It was refolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo-
ral in Parliament affembled, that a printed paper, in-
titled. ¢ An Effay on Woman,” with the notes, &c,
highly refleing upon a Member of this Houfe, is a,
manifeft breach of the privilege thereof, &c, &ec.

Journals of the Houfe of Lords, Jan.23, 1764
vol 30. p. 456.

‘The Lord Mansfield, Lord Chief Juftice of the
King's Bench, fat Speaker,

Ordered,
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perfons, not felons, but honeft labotious
Printers,

Ordered, That Joba Wilkes, Efquire, of Great
George Street, Weftminfter [knoawn fo0 be them in
Paris] do attend this Houfe fo-morrew, (in Wefl-
minfler].

Journals of the Houfe of Lords, Jan. 24, 1764
vol. 30, p. 458.
¢ The Lord Mansfield fat Speaker.

The Yeoman Uther, being called upon to give an
account of the fervice of the Order of this Houfe for
the attendance of Mr. Wilkes, acquainted the Houfe,
¢ that he went, with their Lordthips. faid order, yefter-
¢ day evening to Mr. Wilkes's houfe in Great George
¢¢ Street, Weftminfter; and that Mr. Wilkes's fervant
¢ told him, he believed his Mafter was in Fraxce, for
¢¢ that he faw a letter from him on Tuefday laft from
¢ Paris, that he could not tell the date of it; but
¢ as he was told it was fix days in coming, he fup-
¢ pofes it was dated about the 11th of this month.™

Refolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in
Parliament affembled, That it appearing to this Houfe,
that Fobn Wilkes, Efquire, of Great George Street
Weftminfter, is the Autlor and PUBLISHER of the
¢¢ Effay on Woman,” with notes, &c, he be, for the
faid offence, taken into the cuftody of the Gentleman
Upber of the Black Rod.

Accordingly, Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal in Parliament affembled, that the Geat/e-
man Ufber. of the Black Rod attending this Houfe do
FORTHWITH [at Paris] attach the body of the faid
Fobn Wilkes, and bring him in fafe cultody to the Bar
of this Houfe, to anfwer for his faid offence: And
2bis fball be a fufficient warrant in that behalf,

Te



( & )

Printers,\Whebleand Thomplon,in 1771.Yet]
have heard this day, and frequently of late, tbat
very Houfe of Commons, notwithftanding this

and

To Sir Septimus Robinfon, Knight, Genatleman
Ufber of the Black Rod attending this Houfe, his De-
puty or Deputics, and every of them.

Dominus Mansfield, Capitalis Jufticiarius Banci Re-
gii, declaravit praéfens Parliamentum continuandum
cfie ufque ad et in diem Mercurii, vicefimum quintum
diem inftantis Januarii, hora undecima Aurorz, Dd-
minis fic decerventibus.™

This uncouftNutional power of the Gentleman Ufber
of the Black Rod, an iron rody by wh ch the Lords have
frequently and forely chaftifed the nation, was deftroyett
by Mr. Wilkesin 1775. Although it may continue a rod
of anger, it will be no longer a rod of firength or op-
prefion, a feeptre to rule the people. 1t is brokem, antl
like unto a reed.

The Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, refolving, on
the motion of Lord Sandwich, that Mr. Wilkes had
publifbed a poem, which be concealed from every friend;
and they gave to the world, demonftrated a tolerable
fhare both of folly and falfehood in their Lordfhips. It
was properly indeed moved by the father of all fraud
and treachery, but mankind deemed it in their Lord-
fhips a retaliatics without the leaft colour of jufs
tice, very unhecoming the Supreme Court of Judi.
cature in the kingdom, very becoming the Old Baileys
I fhall conclude this diigraceful bufinefs with the
words of Mr. Wilkes at the Bar ot the Court of King's
Dench April 20, 1768.

“ As to the othcr charge again{t me for the publica-
tien of a poem, which has given juft offence; I will afe

fat
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and many other violations of freedom, fpoken
of here with great applaufe. Gentlemen, fir,
look much difpleafed. There is not, how-
«ever, fir, I am fatisfied, one Gentleman of
the law, who will now get up in his place,
and juftify that illegal Prodemation, which

Vor. IL G was

fert that fuch an idea never entered my mind. I bluh
again at the recolle&ion that it has been at any time,
and in any way, brought to the public eye, and drawn
_from the obfcurity in which it remained under my
roof. . Twelve copies of a fmall part of it had been
- printed’in my houfe at my own private prefs. I had
carefully locked them up, and I never gave one to the
moft intimate friend. -Government,’ after the affair of
the North Briton, bribed one of my fervants to rob me
of the copy, which was producedin the Houfz of Peers,
~and afterwards before this honourable Cowt. The
“nation was juftly offended, but not withme, for it was .
evident that I had not been guilty of the leaft offence
to the public. I pray God to forgive, as I do, the
_ Jury, awbo bave found me GUILTY OF PUBLISHING
a Poem I concealed with cave, dnd wbich is not even  yet
PUBLISHED, if precife meaning can be uffixed to any
"word in our language.™
The decpeft guilt was Lord Mansfield's, for the
_ Jury were partly infnared by the fubtleties and pretended
"legal diftin&ians, partly cajoled by the nods, winks, and
fmiles, of that arch encmy of freedom, the artful Scottith
Chief Juftice, who hurried on, and tried this caufe.
while Mr. Wilkes was dangeroufly ill in his bed at Paris
“from the confequences of an affair of honour,
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was protefted againft in this Houle by fonre

- of the ableft Lawyers among us before it
flued, and has fince been univerfally con-
demned. It was by mefet afide judicially,
and a man apprehended under that Reyal Pre-
clamation difchauged.t.

24

» 1 obfcrve

1 The attack of the late Mowfe of Cmou on the
poor Printers, who were protefted by Mr. Wikkes and
two other magiftrates, is of fo remarkable a nature, and
has béen attended with fuch happy eonféquences to the
public, thdt it otight td be given at large. Siice the
beginning ‘of that conteR to the prefent time, tbe
pmﬂc have reguldrly béen inforniéd of the 'proceed-
ings of their' ferdants in the Houfe of Comions,
in the making of laws to bind them. Alnidf
every newfpdper has during the Seffion of Par-
liament given us .in a formal mander the ‘Minares -
and Debates of ‘both Houfes, inder their refpeftive:
heads, Hauf: of Eords, and Hoife.of Commons. THis
s an acquifition of no fmall impoitance to the publc
in a fate, where the people have fo confiderabile a
‘fhare in the govérnment, It was'a viltory obtained in:
the caufe of liberty, not indeell fo glorious as that bf
Minden, nor fo important as that of Culfoden, but me-
riting ciwic crowins to three maglﬂrates. The follow-
ing ﬁefolunon of the Houfe of Commons however Rill
continues on their Journals.

Journals of April 13, 1738, vol. 23, p. 148,

Refolved, “ That it is an high indignity to, and'a
¢ potorfous breach. of the privilege of, this Houfe, for
¢ any News writer, in letters, or other papers, (as
“ Minuset or under any other denomination) or fon

“ m:*
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I oblerwe, fir, on all occafiens a + Tender-

mefs for the proceedings of that Parliament,
G 2 which

¢ any prmtrr or publifher of any printed Newfpaper,
¥ of ahy denomination, to prefume to infert in the
*¢‘the faid letters or papers, or to give therein, any
"¢ accdtnt of the debates, or other proceedings of
**¢ this Houfe, dr ay Comrhittee thereof, as well dur-
"¢ ing the recefd, as the fitting of Parliament; and that
¢ this Monfe will proceed with the utmoft feverity
¥¢ agaliift fach offthders.™
Did the court of Inquifition even at Goa ever endeavour
2o throw a mrore Stygiangloom over their horrid proceed-
ings shan the reprefentatives of a free peopledid by the
foregoing refolution? The glorious triumph of the
friends of the people over the /af corrupt Hou(l:'e of
om-
4 This is happily accounted for in thole incompa-
“yable lines of the ¢ Epiftle to Dr. Shebbeare™ publithed
the laft month, where the poet apol-mphizen the pre~
fent Houfe of Commons,
Thrice has the fun commenc'd his mnual ride,
Since full of years and praife, thy motber died.
*Twas then I faw thee, with exulting eyes,
A fecond pheenix, from her athes rife;
Mark'd aH the graces of thy loyal creft,
Sweet with the perfume of its parent neft,
Rare chick ! how worthy of all court careffes,
How foft, how echo-lke, it chirp'd addrefes.
Proceed, I cry'd, thy full-fledg’d phimes unfold,
Each true-blue feather fhall be ipt with gold.
©Ortlain’d thy race of future fame to run,
To do, whate'er thy mother left undone,
%n all ber fmooth, obfequious paths proceed,
For, know, poor 9ppefitien wants a head.:

Page 13.
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which is in no refpe& merited. If however
they had been gui)ty of no other. outrage

againft
Commons fhall be given from theirown ]oumal:. The
chace of a brace of Printers, by the.bounds of Lord
North, . and the grey-bounds of the King, as his Ma-
jefty’s meflengers are called, with all the doublings and
turnings, will perhaps be amufing. Lord North's pack
of bounds are acknowledged to be the moft ffaunch, and
the beft-fed in Europe, as well as to have the moft ex-
pert wbipper-in.
Journal of Feb. 8, 1771, vol. 33, p 139.
Complaint being made to the Houfe, of the printed
Newfpaper, intitoled, ““The Gazetteer and New Daily
¢ 4dvertifer, Friday February 8, 1771, printed for R.
. ¢ Thompfon ;" and alfo of the printed Newfpaper, in-
tituled, ¢ The Middlefex Fourpal, or Chronicle of Li-
¢¢ berty, from Tuefday, Feburary s, to Thurfday, Feb.
€ 5, 3771, printed for F. Wheble} as mifreprefent-
ing the fpeeches, and reflefting en feveral of the mem-
bers of this Houfe, in contempt of tle order, and in
breach of the privilege, of this Houfe.
Ordered, That the faid R. Thompfon do dttend this
Houfe upon Monday morning next.
Ordered, ‘That the faid J. Wheble do attend this
Houfle upon Monday morning next,
Journals, Feb.. 11, 1771, vol. 33, p. 154.
Ordered, that the faid R. Thompfon and F. Wheble
de attend this Houfe upon Monday morning next.
Journals, Feb. 14, ¥77x, vol. 33, p. 162.
Ordered, That the faid R. Thempfon and F. Wheble
do attend this Houfe upon Tuefday morning next.
Joumals, Feb. 19, 1771, .vol. 33, p. 183 & 184.
The Order of the day being read, for the attend-
ance of R. Thompfon and ¥. Wheble ; and the faid R.
Thompfeir
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againft the freedom of the Tubje&, this alone
rcfpe&mg the Mlddlefcx Ele&ions, by which
G 3 _ the

Thompfon and J. Wheble not attending; the meffenger
. to whom the orders of the 8th day of this inftant Fe.
bruary were delivered, being called upon to give an
account of the fervice thereof, acquainted the Houfe,
That he had ferved the orders of the faid 8th day of
February, for the attendange of the faid R, Thompfon
and ¥. Wheble, upon Monday the 3xth day of this in~
ftant February ; but that he has not ferved them with
any further order for their attendance, on this day,
&c, &e.

Ordered, That R. ‘I’bompfvn do attend this Houfe
upon Thurfday morning next.

Ordered, That ¥. Wl'eblt do attend this Houfe upon
‘Thur{day morning next.

-Joumals, Feb. a1, 17771, vol. 33. p t”.

The feveral orders of the day being read, for the
attendance of R. Thompfon and J. Wheble ;

And the faid R. Thompfom and J. Wheble not at-
tending, according to order ; the meflenger, to whom
the faid orders were delivered, being called upon to
give an account of the fervice thereof, acquainted the
Houfe, That he went ta the Houfe of the faid R«
Thamnpforn an Tuelday Evening laft; and being in-
formed by his fervant, that he was not at home, he
left a copy of the order for the attendance of the faid
R..Thompfon, with the faid fervant, and defired him to
give the fame to his mafter when he came home; that
he, .the. faid mcﬂ'engcr, went again on Wednefday
worning to the houfe of the faid R. Thompfon, and
was again informed, that he was not at home.

Tt
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the conftitution is overturned, was fufficient
: fo: lbﬂl’ full dlfgnce in the annals of eur

- : country.

The meflenger alfo acquainted the Houfe, Fhat he
.went on Tuefday evening lalt to the houfe of the faid
F. Wbheble; that he was told he was not at home, but
was expeéted every minute ; that he waited at the houfe
of the faid 5. Wheble fome time, but he not retum-
ing, he, the meffenger, left a copy of the order for
the attendance of the faid _')‘ Wheble at his Houfe, and
defired it might be given bim on his return ; and thae
 on calling again on Wednefday morning at the houfe
of the faid . Wheble, he was again informed that he
was not at home.

Ordered, That R. Thompfon do attend this Houfe
upon Tuefday morning next.

Ordered, That the fervice of tbe faid Qrder, by
leaving a copy of the fame 3t the ufual place of 2bode
of -the-faid R. Thompfon, be deemed equal to perfonul
fervice, and be good fervice.

Ordered, That the fervice of the faid Qrder, by
leaving a copy of the fame at the ufual place of ahode
of the faid F. Wheble, be decmed equal ta perfonal
fervice, and be good I'sr\'xce .

Journals, Feb. a6, »771, vel. 33. p. 208,

The feveral orders of the day, for the attendance of

R. Tbamp/bn and . Wheble, heing read;
And the faid R. Thompfen and F. Wbtbk not attend-
. ing, according to order, the meffenger, to whom the
faid orders were delivered, being caled upon, to give
an account of the fervice thereof, acquainted the Houfe,
that he went to the houfe of the faid F. Wheble, in Pa- -
ter-nofter Row, on Thurfilay evening laft; and be-
mg
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country. The prefent queftion has been fully
debated twice in this Parliament, many tim
G4 in

ing informed by Nis fervant that he was not home, he
fiewed the faid fervant the original order for the at-
tendance of the faid . WBeble, and left a copy there-
of with the faid fervant, and defired him to give the
fame to Nis mafter when he came homej which the
faid fervant promifed to do.

Fhe faid meflenger alfo acquainted the Houfe, that
he went to the houfe of the faid R. Thomp/on in New-
gate Street, on Thurfday evening laft§ that he was
told he was net at home:; and, thdt then he hewad the
oliginal order fop the attendance of the (3id R. Themsp-
Jontay, and Isft a.capy thereof with, bis fervant,. and
defized him to; give the fame. to hjs Malter, which he

+ likemile promifed to do.

Ourdered,, That the faid Jobn. Wheble be, for his
coniampl, in not.obeying the order of this Houfe, for
his agtendange on, the Houfa thig day, takeninto cufto-
dy of the Serjeant at Arms, or his D¢puty, attending
this Hopnfe. .

Ordered, That the f3id R. Thompfon be, for his
contempt, in fot obeying the order of this Houfe, for
his attendance on the Hoyfe this day, taken into the
cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, at-
tending this Houfe, .

Journals, March g, X771, vol. 33, p. 234,

The Deputy Serjeant at Arms attending this Houfe,
heing called upon to give ap account of the fervice of
the orders of the Houfe of Tuefday lat, for taking
into cuftody 3. Whehle and: R. Thempfan acquainted the
Houfe, that, though he had been feveral times at the

e~
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in the laft Houfe of Commons, and I believe
every precedent quoted which could be pro-
duced

refpe&tive houfes of the faid J. Wheble and R. Tbomp-
Jon, and bad made diligent fearch after them, in or-
to take them into cuftody, he had not yet been able ta
meet with either of them,

Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to
His Majefty, That he will be gracioufly pleaftd to iffug
His Royal Proclamation, for apprehending the faid
F. Wbheble and R. Thompfow, with s promife of a res

+ward for the fame; .

" Journals, March 7, 1771, vol. 33, p. 334,

Mr. Onfiow reported to the Houfe, That their Ad+
drefs of Monday laft (that His Majefty would be gra-
cioufly pleafed to iffue’His Royal Preclamation, for
apprehending J. Wheble and R. Thompfon, witha pro.
mife of reward for the fame) had been prefented to
Hls' Ma)cﬁy, and that” His Majefty had commanded
him to acquaint this Houfe, that he vnll give direc-
tions accordingly.

. His MajeRy's Proclamation, iffued in purfuance of
the faid Addrefs, is as followeth s

By the K ING.
A PROCLAMATION,
_ For afprebznding'yobﬁ Wheble anid R. Thompfoma
GEORGE R.
Whereas on the cighth day of Febmary laﬂ, come
plaint being made to the Houfe of Commons of the

ynn:cd Rews-paper, entitled, The Gazetteer and New
Daily
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dueed, from times the moft favourable, as

well as the moft hoftile, to liberty, from the
IC=

Paily Advertifer, Friday, Pebruary 8, 3773, printed
for' R. Thompfon; and alfo of the printed news-papers
entitled, The Middlefex Journal, or Chronicle of Li-
berty, from Tuefday, February 5, to Thurfday, Fe-
bruary 7, 1771, printed for Jf. Wbheble, as milvepre-
fenting the Speeches, and refle@ting on feveral of the
members of the faid Houfe, in contempt of the order,
and in breach of the privilege, of the faid Houfe; it
was ordered, that the faid ¥. Wheble and R. Thompfon
fhould attend the faid Houfe of Commons; and they
vot having obeyed the {aid order, it was thereupon or¢
dered, by the faid Houfe of Commons, that the faid,
7+ Wheble and R. Thompfon fhould be taken into the
cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms attending the faid
Houfe, or his Deputy, And whereas the faid Deputy
Serjeant having informed the Houfe, that he had not
been able to meet with the (4id J. Wheble and R.
Thompfen, or either of them, though he had been fe-
veral times at their refpe&ive houtes, and had mude di-
ligent fearch after thém, to take them into cuftody, an
humble addrefs bath been grefented to. us by the Knights,
Citizens, and BurgefJes, and the Commiffioners for Shires
and Burghs, in Parliament affembled, that awe awould
ke gracioufly pleafed to iffue our Royal Proclamation, for
apprebending the (aid Fobn Wbheble aud R. Thumpfon,
avith a promije of a.reward for the fame: we have
thought fit, by and with theadvice of our Privy Coun-
cil, to iffue this our Royal Proclamation, hereby re-
quiring and commanding all our bwing fubjells wkat-
Josver to difcover and apprebend, or caufe the faid

) ' Fobn
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remarkable cafe of Wollafton in the rcign of
ng Wllllam, to that no lefs celcbrated of
Walpole,

Soba Wheble and R. Thompfow, or either of them, to
be difcovered and apprehended, ayd v camy him or
shem before fome of our Julices of the Peace, or Chief
Magi@rate, of the county, tawn, or .place, where he
or they fhall b appichended, who are. refpeclively re-
quired to facure the (aid Joly. Wheble and R. Thompjiny
and theveof: give [peedy nolice sa one of our prin tpal Sa-
sretaris ¢f Shasey te the end he-or they may be forth
" ¢eming, ta, bedea't withal and proceeded- againft ac-
gerding to law. - Andl for the prewention of an ef:ape
of the faid Fobw Wheble aud R. Thompfon, or cither of
- shemy, inla parts beyond the feqs, we do xequire and
command all our cfligers of the cuftoms, and othes owr
" officers and fubjedts of and in our refpeltive poyt'g and
war.time towns, and. placgs within oug - kingdem of
Great Britain, that they, and every of them, in their
- yefpelive places and Qations, be careful. gad diligent iy
. the gxaminaion of . all perfans that jball pafs ar endeq-
- auur. 1o pafs. beyond the feass. and.if they thall difeaver
the faid Jobg Wlhcble and R. Thompfon, or either of
ghem, then to caufe him or them to be’ applehcndtd
. and fecured, and give notice ther cof as aforefaid. And
we do hcreby ftrictly charge and command all our lov-
lng luble&s, as they will aufwer the’ contrary at their
perils, that they do not any ways conceal, but do dif
cover him or them, the faid FYobu Wheble and R. Thomp-
_/mg, to"the cnd he -or they may. be fecmed And tor
the encomagemem of all perfons to be diligent and
careful in endeavouring to dilcover and apprehend the
faid Fobn Wheble and lg( Thompfon, we do hereby fus-
thex declare, that whofeever fhall diftover and appre-
hend
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Walpole, in the latter end of Queen Anne.

An Archangel defcending among us' would
fcarcely

hend the faid Feba Wheble and R. Thempfon, or cither
of them, within three weeks from the date hereof, and
fhall bying him or them, the faid Yobs #Wbeble and R,

" Thompfos, before fome juftice of the peace or chief ma-
giftrate as aforefaid, fhall have and receive, 2s.a re.
avuard for the difcovery, apprebending, and driuging
the faid Jobn Wheble and R. Thompfon, or either of
them, befare fuch jufice of .the peace or chief ma-
giftrate as aforefaid, the fum of Fifly Pounds for cach:
which our Commiffioners of eor Ticafury are’ hereby
required and dire&ted to pay accardingly.

" Given at our Court at §t. Jymes's, the eighth day
of March, 1771, inthe eleventh year of aur reign.

GOD fave the KING.

Fobn Wheble was apprehended and difcharged by
Mr. Wilkes, March 15, 1771. .} adminiftration
had withed to have tried the legality of the King's
Proclamation, they had the fulleft evidence againft Mr. -
Wilkes under his hand, for he wrote the fgme day an
account of his condu& on that occafion to Lord Hali-
fax, one of His Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State,
This was certainly the fpeedy motice required to be
given. to a. Secretary of Btate by the Proclamation.
Mr. Wilkes took this opportunity of remeviag bis

* eerrefpondence with the Earl of Halifax.
. Guildhall of London, March 15, 17730

My Lord,
T had the honour of officiating this d3y as the §it-

fing Juftice at Guildhall. John Wheble, the Pub-
lifher of the Middlefex Journal, a freeman of Lon-
dons
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fcarcely give a new, ¢
J&. I fhall therefor.

v

don, was apprehended and!
ward Twine Carpenter,
Confiable, nar Peace-Offi..
& of what crime Whe!.
had been made of his havi,
breach of the peace, or
firong enough to juftify hi-
Carpenter anfwered, that |
any crime, bnt bad appreh
guence of His Majefiy's .
claimed the reward of sol.
Iegal caufe of complaint »
elearly my duty to adjud
bended in the City illegaii
rights of an Englithman,
Jeges of a citizen of this v
bim. He then made a fu,
wpon him by Carpenter.
1o profecute in a rezog.i
10 appear and anfwer the
Seffions of the Peace for ¢
40). himfelf, with two fu:
each, Iam, My Lo,
Your .
Right Honourable the
Earl of Halifax.

) Extra& from the
. G

vhn Wheble, the Pu.'.
pdl, was this day broug!.







(92 N
fcarcely give a new, original idea on this fub.
Je&. 1 1ball therefore referve myfelf, fir, for
the

don, was apprehended and bronght before me by Ed-
ward Twine Carpenter, who appears to bc neithera
Conflable, nar Peace-Officer of this City. I demand-
aJ of what crime Whehle was accufed, and if oath
had been made of his having committed any felony or
breach of the peace, or if he lay under a fulpicion
firong enough to juftify his apprehenfion or detention.
Carpenter anfwered, that he did not accufe Wheble of
any crime, but had apprehended him merely in confe-
quence of His Majefly’s Proclamation, for which he
claimed the reward of sol. AsI found there was no
Iegal caufe of complaint againtt Wheble, I thought it
clearly my duty to adjudge, that he had been appre-
bended in the City illegally, in diref violation of the
rights of an Englithman, and of the chartered privi-
Jeges of a citizen of this metropolis, and to difcbarge
bim. He then made a formal complaint of the affault
wpon him by Carpenter.. I therefore bound him.over
to profccute in a recognizance of 4al. and Carpenter
1o appear and anf{wer the complaint at the next Quarter

Seflions of the Peace for this City in a recognizance of

4ol. himfelf, with two fureties in recognizances of 2el,
each. Iam, My Loud,

Your Lordthip’s moﬁ obcdncm,

Right Honourable tb: humble Servant,
Earl of Halifax. JOHN WILKES,

' Extra& from the Guildhall Rota Book. . N

- . Guildhall, March 15, 1775
obn WL:H;, the Publifher of the Middlefex Jours
» was this day brought before Mr, Aldeiman J¥ilkes

at
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the teply, if I hear any material objeSiodd
. to the motion, which I fhall have the honout
of

P

at Guildhall, by Edward T'wine Carpenter; a Printer,
being apprehended by him in cenfequence of a Precls-
mation in the London Gazette of Saturday the gth of
March inflant 3 but the faid Edward Twine Carpenter
not having any other reafon for apprehending the
faid Mr, Wheble than what appeared in that Proclame«
_ tigm, the faid Mr. Wheble was difchatged ; and then
the faid Mr. Wheble charged Carpenter for affaulting
and unlawfully imprifoning him, and on his makKing
oath of the offence, and entering into 2 recogmzance to
profecute Carpenter at the next Seffions in London,
Carpenter was ordered to find furcties to aniwer for
this offence, which he did, himiclf being bound in
4ol. and his two fureties in 20l. each, and was there
vpon difcharged.---Carpenter requefted a Certificate of
his having apprehended Wheble, which was given him,

. Gnildhall, March 14, 1771,
This is to certify, that Jobn Wheble, the Publifher
of the Middlefex Journal, was this day apprehended
and brought before me, one of His Majefty’s Jultices
of the Pcace for the City of London, by Edward
Twine Carpenter, of Hofier-Lane, London, Printer,

JOHN WILKES, Alderman.
On the applncauon of Carpenter to the Treafury for
the reward of sol. promifed in the King's Proclama-
tion, and producing the above certificate, he was dif~
miffed with infolence, and that, with many other royal
debts, is Rill unpaid. R. Thomjfon, the other perfon,

defcribed in His Majefty’s Proclamation, was after-
wasds
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of fubmittin'g to the Houfe. I can forefee
only one objeétion, which 1 fhall endeavourto
obviate

wards apprehended, and carried before Mr. Alderman
Oliver, who dif¢harged him.

The etircumnftances of the whole bufinefs of Millery
and the commtitment of Mr. William Whithom, oné
of the meflengers attending the Hovfe of Commons,
are given in the ¢ Report from the Cormmirteé
¢ appointed to examine into the feveral falts and cir-
# cumftances relative t6 the late obfru&ions to thé
¢ execution of ‘the Orders of this Howfe,” publifhed by
erder of the Houfe of Commons. I fhall however 2dd
fome other particalars not given atlarge in the Journals,

Copy of the Warrant for apprebending . Miller, the
Printer of the London Ewening Pofl,

WHEREAS the Houfe of Commons did, on Thurfs
day the 14th of this inftant March, adjudge and order,
that J. Miller (for whom the news-paper intituled the
Londen Evening Poft, from Thurfday March 7, to
Saturday March g, 3771, purportsto be printed, and
of which paper a complaint was made in.the Houfe of
Commons on the faid fourteenth day of March) be, for
his contempt in not obeying the order of the faid
Houfe upon Thurfday the fourteenth day of this ine
ftant March, taken jnto the cuftody of the Serjeant at.
Arms, or his Deputy, attending the faid Houfe. ’

Thefe are therefore to require you. forthwith to take
into your cuftody the body of the faid J. Miller,
and him fufely keep, during the pleafure of the
faid Houﬁ, and all May ors, Bailiffs, Sheriffs,

Unded
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obviate, and 1 hope the Houfe will think thae
delicacy ought to yield to juftice. .
Gen-

Ondtr Sheriffs, Conftibler, and !i'adboﬂmgﬁn,
4rid every other peridn are hereby required
to be ‘aiding -or afiftitg to yom or your De-
puty in the-‘exccution’ rhtresf. Por which this
fhabl de your fuficient warriht. Given under my
hand, the fifteenth day of Marth one thoufand
foven hundied and feventy-one

FLr. RORTON, Speaker.

To Nicholas Borifoy, Efg; Serjeint at Arms,
attending the ‘Hauife of Contmions, dor John
Clementfon, Efq; his Deputy, or to Wil-
Yam WWhitham, one of the meffengers at-
tending thie Houfe of Commons.

“T'o all and every the Conftibles and other Officers
df ‘the Peace for the 'City of London, snd the
Liberties thereof, whor ‘thefe may concern, and
to the Keeper of Wobd-Su¢et Compter,

London to wit,

Thefe are in his Majefty’s namey to command you,
‘and ‘every of you, forthwith fafely to convey and de-
Rver into the cultody of the faid Keeper, the body of
William Whitham, :being charged before us, three of
his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace in and for the faid
.City and Liberties, by the oath of John Miller, Hen-

vy
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‘Gentlemen 1 obferve have fcruples of re-
!'cmdmg former Refolutions, not knowing
‘ they

‘ry Page, John Topping, and Robert Page, for affault~
ing and unlawfully imprifoning him. the faid .John
Miller, in breach of his faid Majefty’s peace; whom
you, the faid Kcepen, are hereby required to receive,
and him in your cuftody fafely keep, for want of fure-
ties, until he fhal, bedifcharged hy due courfe of law;
and for yourfo doing this fhall be to you, and toeach
of you, a fufficient warrant. Given under our hands
-and feals this 15th day of March, 1771, -

* BRASS CROSBY, Mayor, L. S. \

JOHN WILKES, L. S. .
RICHARD OLIVER, L.S.

Journals, March 20, 771, vol. 33. p. 275.

The Order of the day being read, for the attend-
aiice'of Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayor of the
City of Lqnden, with the Minutes, taken before
the Lord Mayor, relative to the meflenger of this
Houfe giving fecwity for his appearance at the next
General Quarter Seffions“of the Peace for the City of
London to anfwer to fuch indi&tments as may be pre~
ferred againft him, for the {uppofed affault and falfe
imprifonment of J. Miller.

And James Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayors
attending accordingly, he was called in; and the
Book, containing the fuid Minutes, being produced .
by the faid James Morgan, was brought up to the
Table ; and the Entry of the {aid Minutes, therein

~ contained, was read ; ]

Ordered, That James Morgan, Clerk to the Lord
Mayor, do at the Table expunge the faid Entry.

And
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_ﬂley fay where fuch a pra&ice may ftop. It
is a fcruple in my opinion very ill fount.lcd.
Vou. II. H The

‘And the faid James Morgan expunged the faid Enx
4ry at the Table accordingly.

Junius obferves, By mere wiolence, and withbut the
fbadow of right, they bawe EXPUNGED the record of
a judicial proceeding. Nothing remained but to atri-
bute to their own Pote a power of flopging the abole
diftribution of criminal and civil juflice. Kord Gha-
:tham eery propenly called this the ACT OF A MOB, not
#f ‘a Senate. )

Junius, vol. 2. p. 160,
Journals, March 20, 1771y vol. 33, p. 276.

‘Ordered, ¢ That no other profecution, fuit, or ‘pro-
ceeding, be commenced, or ¢arried ‘om, for or ‘on ac-
‘count of the faid pretended affaclt, or falfe impri-
fonment.”

Notwithftanding this Order, Mr. Wilkes on the 8th
of April 1771 delivered in to the Court of Quarter
Seffions of the Peace at Guildhall the two following
Recogmzancu, togethér with thofe of Fohn Wheble
and Edward Tawine Carpenter, and another for a fea
lony committed by Sarah Ferrand.

"London to wit,
Fobn Miller, of Pater-riofter Row, London, Printer, 20l.
Upon condition, that if the above bounden Yobn Miller
fhall perfonaly appear at the next Seffions of the Peace
to be holden for the City of London, and then and
there “profecute the law with effeét, and give evidence
on his Majelty's behalf, upon a bill of indiment to
e exlnbnea to the Grand Jury againft William Whit-
bam,
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The firft great objed is' trath, and we ought
to follow where that leads. Itis a duty, fir,
‘which

Bam, Yoy affaulting and falfely imprifoning him the
faid Jobm Miller, in breach of his faid Majefty’s peace’s
And in cafe the fame fhall be found and returned by
the faid Jury to be a true Bill, then if the faid Jobn
Miller thall perfonally appear before the Jurors that
‘fhall pafs on the trial of the faid William Whitbam, to
Beholden for the faid city at the Guildhall of the
fame city, then and there to. profecute and give evi-
dence upon the faid indi®ment, and not depart the
€ourt without leave. Then this Recognizance to be
void, or elfe to remain in fulf ferce. -

Acknowledged at the Manfion Houfe, London, the

3s5th day of March 1771, before us.

BRASS CROSBY, Mayor,
JOHN WILKES,
RICHARD OLIVER.

Eondon to wit,
William Whitham, of College-Street in the city of
Weftminfter, Gentleman, 4ol
William Hurford, of the City of London, Coal
Merchant, 2ol.
Robert Withy, ef Iflington in the County of Mnd-
dlefex, Gentleman, 20l.

Upon condition, that if the above bounden Williams
‘Whitham do perfonally appear at the next Seflions of the
Peace to be holden for the City of London, then and:
there to gpfiver fuch matters and things as fhall be ob-
jetted againft him en his Majefty’s behalf, and-in par-
ticilar for affaulting and fallely imprifoning Fobs
Miller, and in the mean time to keep the peace of ous

So-~



(9 )
.whlcb we owe in this cafe more particulatly

to the pesple, but alas ! their happinefs, their
~Ha2 _ fecurity,

Sovereign Lord the¢ King and to be of good bebavionr,
and not depart the - Court without licence ; that then
this Recognizance to be void and of none effe&, or
‘otherwife to be and remain.in full force and virtue.
Taken and acknowledged at the Manfion Houfe,
" London, this 1 5th Day of March, 1771, before us
BRASS CROSBY, Mayor,
JOHN WILKES,
RICHARD OLIVER.

The Grand Jary at Goildhall found the Bills
of Indi®ment agaioft #illiam: Whitham, and Ed-
award Tawine Carpenter.

All the proceedings were afterwards moved by
«ertioraré into the King's Bench. The fcene of
the Houfe of Commons and the Printers was fi-
aally clofed by the Attorney-General’s, Thurlow’s,
grant of the Noli Profequi.

My. Wilkes received the following Order to at-
tend the Houfe of Commons oa the 20th of Man:h

177 1.
Houfe of Commons, Martis 19° die Martii, 1771,

(COPY)

The Houfe of Commons having yefterday re-
ceived information that one of the Meflengers of
this Houfe, after he had arrefted J. Miller, by
virtue of the warrant of the Speaker of the Houfe

of
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fecurity, their very lives are no longer the ob-
Je&ts of confideration with our inhuman rulers,
: nor,

of Commons, to anfwer for 2 contempt of the
faid Houfe, was carried by a conflable upon a
charge made againft the faid Meflenger by the
faid J. Miller, for an affaclt and falfe imprifon-
inent made upon the faid J. Miller in the faid
arreft, before Brafs Crofhy, Efg; Lord Mayor of
the City of London, where Fobs Wilkes, Efg;
Alderman, and Richard Oliver, Efq; were pre-
fent; when the Depcty Serjeant at Arms, attend.
ing this Hounfe, acquainted the faid Magifirates
that the faid arreft of the faid J. Miller was made
by the faid Meflenger under a warrant figned by
the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons ; which
warrant was then produced and fhewn to the faid
Magiftrates, and demanded of them that the faid
meflenger fhould be difcharged, and the faid J.
Miller delivered up to the cuftody of tke faid
‘meflenger ; and that the faid Lord Mayor, Fobw
Wilkes, Efg; and Richard Oliver, Efg; after fuch
information and demand as aforefaid, figned a
‘warrant for the commitment of the faid meflen-
ger to the Compter for the faid fuppofed affault
and falfe imprifonment of the faid J. Miller, and
obliged the faid meffenger to enter into a Recog-
mizance for his appearance at the next quarter
feflions of the peace to be held for the city of
Loadon, to anfwer to fuch indi@iments as thould
then be found againft him for the faid fuppofed
affaalt and falfe imprifcement. .

’ Ordered

.



( 101 )
nor, as we have éxpcr%enced, even . of at.
tention with the majority in this Houfe.§ If
H 3 the
Ordered that Jobn Wilkes, Efg; do attend this

Houfe to-morrow morning.
J. Hatszir, Cl. Dom. Com.

London, March 20, 1771,
SIR,

st I this morning received an order command.
ing my attendance this day in the Houfe of Com-
mons. I obferve that no notice is taken of me in
your order as a Member of the Houfe, and that [
am not required to attend in my place. . Both
thefe circamftances, according to the fettled form,
ought to have been mentioned in my cafe, and I
hold them abfolutely indifpenfible. 1n the nams
of the Freebolders of Middlefex, I again demand
my feat in Parliament, having the honour of ber
ing freely chofen, by a very great majority, one
of the reprefentatives for the faid county. Iam
ready to take the oaths. prefcribed by law, and to .
give in my qualification as Knight of the Shire.
. When

§ The lag Seffion gave a-moft indecent proof
of the truth of this obfervation, as to the con-
du& of the prefent Majority. The: honcurable
Temple Lattrell, Member for Milbourne Port,
flated in a moft mafterly manner to the Houfe
the illegality of .the Prefs Warrants then in force
againft the fubje&, and yaihtcd in al} the coloprs

of
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the laft parliement have afted wrohg, let us
reform their errors.  If tnby have eftablithed
: a wicked

When I have been admitted to my feat, I will im-
mediately give the Houafe the moft exaét detail,
which will neceffarily comprehend a full juftifica-
tion, of my condu& relative to the late illegal
proclamation, equally injurious to the honour of
the ‘Crown, and the rights of the {ubje&, and
likewife the whole bufinefs of the ‘printers. I -
have ated entirely from a fenfe of duty to this
great City, whofe franchifes [ am fworn to main-
tam, ‘and to my country, whofe moble conftitu-
tion [ reverence, and whofe liberties at the price
of my blood, to the lait moment of my life, I
mll defend and fapport.
’ Tam, Sir, )
* Your hiimble fervant,
JOHN WILKES.”

Rt. Hon. Sir Flibcher Nertin,
Speaker of the Honfe of Commons.
- Journals,
of horror and-defpair, the cruelties of the Pre/i-
Gangs let loofe upon'the people. He fpoke with -
a perfe@ knowledge of the fubje&, with warmth
and epergy, but ke fpoke to an andience grown
callous to all feclirigs for the public, t0 a fet of
men dead to every fentiment of humanity and
Jove of their country, alertonly to feize its plun-
der. He convinced the judgment by the cleareft
proofs before he made an appeal to the paffions.
. Among
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® wicked precedent, we ought to reverfe it
If we have ourfelves committed injuftice, let s
H 4 afford

Journals, March 20, 1771, vol. 33. p. 275.

Ordered, That Fobn Wilkes, Efquire, do lttﬂl“
this Houfe spon Monday morning next.

Journals, March 25, 1771, vol. 33. p. 286.

Ordered, That Jobs Wilkes, Efquire, do attend
this Houfe upon this day fortnight, sbe 8¢ day of
April mext, ' '

Journals, March 30, 1771, vol.3g. p. 297.
And then the Houfe adjoxrned #ifi Tuefday
fevennight, tbe grb day of April next. -
Funius
Among the variety of fals, by which he fop-.
ported his motion, one only was fufficient to unite
all the fharers of the national fpoil againft the
bumane Bill, which he propofed on principles
frictly juft and conftitutional. The’ fingle arti-
cle of perquifites, extorted from the public, to the
Board of Admiralty, and their difurerefed Srfk
Lord, for protections during an imprefs, was ftated
to amount to above 14,000l. & year. -The Bijl
would have been highly beneficial to the failor,
.by . angmenting bis avages, limiting kbis time of fer-
wice, and providing for-bim under the infirmities of
age, butthe Board of Admiralty’ and Lord Sand-
wich . would have loft annually 14,000l Mr. Lut.
2eell was ably fupported by Governor Johnftone,an
. ‘oflicer
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afford all the reparation in our power.v We

have given the world a remarkable inftance of
: ) our

. Yunius {ays, *“upon their own principles, they
¢¢ fhoald have committed Myr. Wilkes, who had
“ been guilty of a greater offence than even the
¢ Lord Mayor or Alderman Oliver. But after re-
. peatcdly ordering him to attend, they at laft
 adjourned beyond the day appointed for his at-
¢¢ tendance, and by this mean, pitiful evafion, gave
““up the point. Such is the force of comfcious
¢¢ guilt.”

Junigs, vol. z. p.163.

officer of diftinguifhed merit in the Royal Navy,
a wife and {pirited Senator, and a friend to the
libeérty of the fubje@. Sir George Savile, Sir
"Edward Aftley, the right honourable Thomas
Townthend, Sir George Yonge, and feveral other
gentlemen, fpoke in favour of the motion, but
the majority refufed even to' receive the Bill, and
to give it a firff reading. The generous hopes of
Mr. Lattrell to ferve the caufe of the conftitution
and the Royal Navy were at that time blafted by
- the peftilentia] breath of corroption. The public
however look up to his firm virtue, and. the Navy
hope protection, from his future efforts at a fa-
- vourable moment, when the people may have it
in their power to vindicate all their rights.

Votes
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our repentance this very feflion in the cale of
- Mr.Rumboldand Mr,Sykes. On the 22d of No-

vember

Votes of March 11, 1777,
A Motion was made, and the Queftion being
‘put, ¢ That leave be given to bring in a Bill,
¢ for the more eafy and effectnal Manning of the
.*¢ Royal Navy, in times of war, and for giving
i encouragcmeni to feamen and fea-faring perfuns
% to enter woluntarily into His Majelty’s fervice.”
1t paffed in the negative.
The late Penfioner Dawid Hume obferves, ¢ *Tia
.a maxim in politics, which we readily admit as
.undifputed and univerfal, That a power, bowever
great, when granted by lazw to an eminent magifirate,
is not fo dangerous to liberty, as an authoriry, how-
‘ever inconfiderable, which be acguires from wiolence
and ufurpation.—The exercife of an illegal power
.is in the prefing of Jeamen tacitly permitted in the
crown ; and though it has frequently been under
deliberation,. how that power might be rendered
legal, and granted under proper reitritions to the
fovereign, no fafe’ egpedient could ever be pro-
pofed for that purpofe, and the danger to liberty
always appeared greater from law than from
ufurpation —— [Mr. Hume did not live to fee
Mr. Luttredls plan] A continued and open
_furpation of the crown is permitted, amid the
greatelt jealoufy and watchfulnefs in the ped-
le ; nay proceeding from thofe very principles &
iibcrty, in a country of the higheft liberty, is

left
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vember laft the Order to the Attorney-General
to profecute Thomas Rumbold, Efq; and
Francis Sykes, Efg; as principal promoters and
Juborners of corrupt and wilful perjury at the
EleQion for Shaftefbury, was difcharged, on
the motion of as refpeQable a |Gentleman as
ever fat in parliament. The Order however
was made by ourfelves in the very laft feffion,
on the j4th of February preceding the re-
werfal.

1 bave not yet, fir, an inclination to quit
#the company of Mefficurs Sykes and Rumbold.
“Their cafe will ferve me farther in my reafon-
ings. It is a ftrong argument againft Expul-
Jion neceflarily including Incapacitation. 1 will
fuppole, {ir, that inftead of the Houfe baving

. de-

Jeft entirely to its own defance, witbout any conn-
genance or proteQion : The wild ftate of nature
fis renewed in one of the moft civilized focicties
of mankind : And great violences and diforders
among the people, the mof bumave avd the beff wa-
tured, are committed with impunity ; while the
one party pleads obedience to the fupreme ma-
giftrate, the other the fanfion of fundamental laws
Effays and Treatifes on feveral Subjedts,

By David Hume, Efq; vol. 1. p. 408,

1 Sir George Savile, Baronet.
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determined, in April 1775, in the firft feflion
of the prefent parliament, that neither of
thofe two gentlemen, on account of their no-
torious bribery and corruption at Shaftefbury,
were duly ele@ed, it had then been voted that
they were guilty of being the principal promoters
and fubarners of wilful and corrapt Perjury, a
Refolution the Houfe did a&tually come to in
Feb. 1776, and in confequence of fo black a
crime they had been expelled. Subornation of
wilful and corrupt Perjury is furely a more
atrocious fin, and more merits expulfion, than
the writing a Libel. Afterwards let me like-
wife fuppofe the Houfe change their opinion,
and find that they procecded without fuffi-
cient evidence, a Refolution the Houfe did
a&tually come to in November 1776. By the
courtly, but unparliamentary, do&rine now
pretended to be eftablithed, that Expzifiun
means Incapacitation, you would not have it
in your power to reftore them to their feats,
although you were perfeétly convinced of their
innocence. Juftice would call aloud upon
you to do it, becaufe it appeared that no legal
proof, no fufficient ¢vidence, was given, on which
you had founded fo rath, fo unjuftifiable a

: judg;
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judgment., The cries of juftice however would
little avail with a venal fenate againt mxmﬁenal
defpotifm, or a royal edift in the form of a
parliamentary refolution. My firflt expulﬁdn,
fir, in January 1764, was for being the Au-
thor of the North Briton, No. 45. Where is
‘to this hour the /ggal troof, by the ouths of twelve
of my countrymen, to he found of that charge?
I have never even been tried upon that accu-
fation, A court of law determined on a dif-
ferent charge, that of ‘the republication, a
charge, which might have been brought againft
five bundred other perfons. -

As little delicacy, fir, has been fhewn by
us to the aéls of former parliaments, as to
our own reﬁfutiam. Haye we manifefted any
tenderncfs te the memory of the firft parha-
ment, which was called in his prefent Ma—
jefty’s reign? That parliament declared, and
declared truly, in the Civil Lift A&_thag
800,000l. was ¢¢ a competent revenue for de-
¢ fraying the expences of his Majefty's Civil
¢ government, and fupporting the dianity of
¢ the crown of Great Britain.” thm
thefe few days we declared that 800,c00l. was
not a competent fum, and ¢ that for the better

¢ fupport



( 109 )

st fupport of his Majefty’s houfehold, and of
¢ the honour and dignity of the crown, there
¢ be granted to his Majefty, during his life,
¢ out of the Aggregate Fund, the clear year-
&« ly fum of 100,000l. to commence from the
t¢ sth of January 1777, over and above the
& yearly fum of 8co,co:l. granted by an a&
¢ made in the firft year of his Majefty’s reign.”
If the fum of 800,000!. was competent to thefe
great purpofes, we had no right to vote more
of thé people’s money. We were improvident,
and prodigal Truftees for the nation, not to
ufe a more harfh expreflion. Let us hear no
fnore of the amazing depth in finance of any
modern +Suly, or of a preténded ceconomy in
the management of the public, or the royal,
N N re-

S thry IV, and Sully, his great Minifter of
finance, were facrificed by all the mercenary writers of
the court in 1763 to George III. and the Easl of Bute,
his firlt Lord of the Treafury, with his incomparable
droupier, Sancho, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
then Sir Francis Dafbawood, now Lord Le De/pencer.
The moonthine beams of the two laft fatellites only
foured our éxcifed Cyder and Perry, and then they
funk ‘to all appearance beneath our horizon at the
fame moment, on the lamented 16th of April 1763.
But the glonous lummary round which they moved,
tontinues to warm us on this fide the Atlantic with his
refulgent rays, although perhaps he fcorches our Ame-
‘ican Prethren with his fierce beams,
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revenues. We likewife voted the laft vweek
above 600,000l as the laft parliament had
- ahove 500,000l. much above a million in all,
on the fame pretext of paying the debts of the
King, when his Majefty had enjoyed a com-
petent revenue of 800,000l clear of all de-
dultions and contingencies, and thofe debts
were of the moft fufpicious nature, even as to
the independency of this Houfe. Let us nat
therefore, fir, affe® more tendernefs for the
laft parliament in fo flagrant an_inftance of
injuftice, as the cafe of the Middlefex Elecs
tions, than we have fhewn to them, and to
ourfelves too, in other refpets. We ought,
if we are men of honour and principle, to do
juftice to all the Eletors of this kingdom, and
by a formal repeal to make fatisfation to thofe
zealous defenders of liberty, the fpirited free-
holders of this injured and infulted county.

I dcﬁre, fir, to recall to the memory of many
gentlcmen, what pafled in this Houfe in the
Iaft parliament on one of the great debates re-
fpecting . the Middlefex EleQions. A noble
Lotd, the darling of his country, as well as
the favourite of our army, whofe memory is
‘zar to every Englithman, for he joined tothe

' bravery
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bravery of Cafar all' the mild and gentle qua-
lities of our Englith hero, Edward the Black
Prince, that noble Lord, fir, ftood up in his
place here, and folemnly afked pardon of his
country for having, as he faid, wounded the
conftitution, and violated the rights and pri-
vileges of this kingdom by voting as he had
done in this Houfe in the bufinefs- of the
Middlefex Ele&tions. He did not ftop t}fere.
He was anxious to make public reparation
for a miftaken opinion—but of fuch moment—
and he afterwards joined the Oppofition in an
important queftion refpe&ting the difcontents
of the people on this very fubjeét. We may
all, fir, imitate the love of juftice and can-
dour, if we cannot reach the high courage of
that illuftrious, immortal chara&cr, the late
Marquis of Granby.

While the Refolution, which I have men-
tioned, is fuffered to continue on our Jour-
nals, I fhall believe, fir, that the ele&ive

rights

1+ Lord Grasby himfelf thought proper to condemn,
retra&, and difavow, by a moft folemn declarution in
the Houfe of Commons, that very fyftem of political
condu&, which Junius had held forth, to the difap-

probation of the public,
Juniue, vol, 3. p 55
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fights of the nation lic at the mercy of the
Minifter, that is in fa& of the Crown, and that
the dignity and independericy of parliament
are in danger of being entirély deftroyed.
1t is evident, that no gentleman now holds
his feat by the choice of his conftituents; but
only by the good-will; and at the pleafure, of
the Minifter, or by the Royal permiffion.
The tenure is equally precarious, and unjuft,
for the conftitution has clearly lodged in the
_people the right of being teprefented in this
Houfe, by the man, who is the obje& of their
choice. A committee can never have but that
ﬁnglc queftion to determine; provided the par~
ty is by law eligible; and has purfued only
thofe methods, which are waranted by law.
I will feize every opportunity of importun-
ing, of conjuring the Houfe, if they have
any reverence for the laws, utterly to refcind
this unconftitutional and iniquitous refolution.
Weowe it to the prefent, and to every future,
age, and therefore [ move, ¢¢ that the Refo-
¢ lution of the Houfe of the 17th of Fe-
 bruary 1969, that ‘John Wilkes, Efquire,
¢ having been, in this Seffion of Parliament, ex-
¢ pelled this Hou'ey, Was, and 1s, incapable of
‘ ¢ being
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¥ being elefted a Member to ferve in this prefent
€ Parliament, be expunged from the Journals
« of this Houle, as being fubverfive of the
¢ rights of the whole body of Eleé}ors of
<¢ this kingdom.”

Vo, It r Extract
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Extra® from ¢ A Report from the Commie-
¢ tee appointed (upon the 27th day of
¢ March 1771) to examine into the feveral
¢ fa@s and circumftances relative to the
¢¢ Jate obftruétions to the execution of the
¢¢ Orders of this Houfe; and to confider what
¢ further proceedings may be requifite to
¢¢ enforce a due obedience thereto; and to
¢ report their proceedings, together with
¢¢ their opinion, from time to time, to the

¢ Houfe.”

The Committee appointed to examine into the
feveral fa@ts and circumftances relative to
the late obftructions to the execution of the
orders of this Houfe, and to confider what
further proceedings may be requifite to en-
force a due obedience thereto, and to
report their proceedings, together with
their opinion, from- time to time, to the
Houfe, have, in obedience to the Order of
the Houfe, begun by examining into the falts
and circumftances relating to the late ob-
ftructions to the Orders of the Houfe ; and,
in order thereto, called before them,

William
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Hiiliam Whitham, one of the meflengers
attending this Houfe; whe faid,  That
% he had had no other warrant but that for
¢ taking F. Milkr into cuftody, on the ysth
« of Marchy 1771: It was dire&ed to Mn,
¢ Bonfoy, Mr. Clementfon, and himfelf, with
s¢ orders to goand take Afiller inte cuftodys
*¢ and he praceeded, and came to Miller’s houfe
< about 2 o'clock ; and he afked if Miller was
& at home, and was informed he was.above
¢ {tairs, and would be down in a little time
< that he waited about a quarter of an hour,
¢ when Afiller came down, and went into his
« compting-houfe; that he (#hitkam) follow-
« ¢d him, and told him, he hoped he would
¢ not be furprized, that he had the Speaker’s
« Warrant for taking bim into cuftody, and
s¢ offered to fthew the warrant to him; and
¢ that he (Miler) juft caft his eye ypon it,
¢« and faid, that the Meflenger had no authew
“ rity to take him, and he fhould take ne
¢ ‘notice of it ; whereupon he (the Meflenger)
¢ laid his hand upon Miler’s arm, and told
< him he was kis Prifoner, and that he muft
« ga with him. AMéder faid, that he had af-
‘“ aulted him in his ewn houfe; and there-

I2 ¢ upon
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® upon told one of the perfons prefert to g
- and fetch {fuch a one, but does not remem-
« ber the name of the conftable, who came
“ina few minutes, and Miller charged the
¢ conftable with him for the affault, and re-
¢ quired the conftable to carry him before
¢ the fitting alderman; that as he (#hit-
¢¢ ham) was going into the court where
& Miller lives, he faw a man, whom he takes
¢¢ to be the conftable, come out of Miller’s
¢ houfe, and go into a houfe near the open-
¢ ing into the court; and, by thethortnefs of
«¢ the time, which was about three or four °
¢ minutes, he judged the conftable might
¢ come from that houfe; that the conftable
¢ came into the compting-houfe,. and Miller
< charged him to take the Meflenger (/bit-
_ < ham) into cuftody ; the conftable charged:
< ]l prefent to affift him, and the Meflenger
¢¢ gave the like charge to all prefent on his
¢¢ behalf; that he is not fure the conflable
¢¢ laid his hands on him’; but, finding they
¢¢ were determined to arreft him, he made no
¢ refiftance ; that he apprehends a coach was
¢ ready by order, as there was not time to-
& call one from the (iand: the conftable, and
({2 one
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<¢.one Clarke, and Miller, and he (the Mef

<< fenger), went into the coach, which was
“¢ ordered to drive to Guilthal', and did fo.

- ¢ That, when they ariived at Guildball,
“ they went up flairs, and were informed that
¢ the Sitting Alderman was gone; that as’
¢ foon as they arrived at Guildhal, Clarke
* went for Mr. Clementfin ; that he did not
“¢ hear any one in particular direéted to go to
< the Marfion Hou'e ; but that feveral perfons
¢ followed Miller to Guildkall; and in about

¢$ a quarter of an hour, word was brought that
¢ the Sitting Alderman was at the Manfion
¢ Houfe ; whereupon they went thither, and
“¢ were taken into the room where bufinefs is
¢¢ ufually done: They ftaid there about a
¢ quarter of an hour, when word was brought
¢ that he (Miller) could not be examined till
¢ fix o’clock :—"That he (/hitham) defired
¢¢ he might not be examined before Mr. Cie-
¢ ment;on came; that they flaid a fhort time,
¢¢ when a gentleman came and defired Miller

“ and him to follow him, who thewed them
“into a room where people were dining;
¢ they dined, and then .went into another .
. ,mom, where he and Ailer flaid till they

“ were
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«§ were called to the Lord Mayon, who wae:
s in his bed-chamber with Aldermen Oviver-
¢ and Wilkes, and feveral other perfons 3 that”
¢ he met. Mr. Clementfon as he was, going in-
% to the room to the Lord Mayor. Fhe’
s Lord Mayor began by afking Miile con-
¢ cerning his being taken into cuftody by the’
“ meflenger, and Miller gave an account of’
 it; then the Lord Mayor afked. him (the’
¢ meflenger) By what zuthority he took
¢ Miller ? He anfwered by the authority of
¢¢the Speaker’s. warrant, which the Lord’
¢ Mayor ordered him to psoduce; he did foy
¢ and was ordered; by. Mr. Clementfon- to read”
¢t jt, but not to deliver it out of his. hands %
¢ that as ho was. going to read: ity the Eord®
¢ Mayor faid, he muft have the infpedion of*
¢ jt, or no notice- could be teken of it;*
“f that he then delivered it. to the Lord-
¢« Mayor upon his promife it fhould be:re-
¢ ftored to him; that: the. Lord Mayor
* took and read it; and he os Mr. Marris,
< but rather thinks the latter, ordered a.copy
¢ to be taken of it, and a copy was taken
¢ accordingly :—That the Lord Mayor afkeds
“¢ him, if he had applied. to-any Ciyil Magif-

S ‘ ¢¢ trate
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s trate to back the warrant, or whether he-
¢ was a Pcace-Officer ? “To both which he
¢ anfwered in the negative : — The Lord
¢¢ Mayor then afked, By what authority hé’
¢t could take a Citizen into cuffody ? Thathe
¢ (the meflenger) anfwered, By the Speaker’s
¢ warrant, which he thought fufficient; and
¢ the Lord Mayor then faid, He had- no autho-
“¢ rity to take up any one in the City, without'
¢ his or the authority of fome city magiftrate.

¢«Then three witnefles were fworn to the facts
¢¢ which paffed at Miller’s ; and that thereupon
¢ Mr, Clementfon informed the Lord Mayor,
¢ that he- was come by the Speaker’s order to’
¢ demand the meflenger and- his prifoner:’

¢¢ he does not recole the anfwer which was’
¢ given to this demand ; but fome arguments
¢ paflfed, and Mr. Morris fpoke a good deal :
¢« Then the Lord Mayor faid, that he (the
*¢ meflenger) mufl be committed to the Comp~
¢ ter, and Millr muft be difcharged; ahd
¢¢ ordered a Mittimus to be drawn, and’ that
« he faw the Lord Mayor fign it: THat Mr,
“ Morris then faid, it would be proper that
¢ the cther two Aldermen fhould fign it, who
¢ did fo, in the prefence of him the meffenger.
14 ¢ The



( 320 )

t¢ The Lord Mayor then faid, he did not de~
¢ fire them to be concerned, but would take
¢¢ it upon himfelf: That, before the warrant
“ was quite completed, the Lord Mayor or
¢¢ Mr. Morris faid, there was bail in the room,
< if it was liked of ; and one Mr. Hurford,
¢ Mr, Withy, and Mr. Reynolis an Attorney,
¢ offered to be bail, before the Lerd Mayor
¢ faid, I muft give bail; that he thanked
¢¢ them, but did not know whether he fhould
¢¢ have occafion for it; and faid that he never
¢¢ had applied ta them for it.

¢ That he declined giving bail, Mr. Cle-
¢ mentfon faying it was not proper ; and the
¢ warrant was figned and fealed : Mr. Clement-
$¢ fon then faid, that he was ready to give
¢ bail ; whercupon the Lord Mayor grew
¢ warm, and faid he was trificd with; and-
¢¢ that he then faid, that he, or we, would not
¢ then take bail, or words to that purpofe ; up-
< on which, there was fome noife and clapping
¢ of hands in the room; and there followed fome
< difcourfe between the Lord Mayor, Mr.
« Clemmlfon; and Mr. Morris ; and he thinks,
* in confequence, it was agreed to tzke bail 5

’ ' ' * and
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¢ and Hurford and Withy gave bail, and Mr,
€« Clementfon agreed to it.

¢¢ That Mr. Clementfon and he (the meflen-
%¢ ger) were afterwards fent back from the
¢¢ Speaker’s to the Munfion Houfe, for a copy
#¢ of the warrant of commitment ; and were
¢¢ refufed it, being told, it was not to- be
¢¢ found, but, if it fhould, they might have
¢¢it in the morning.—That he (the mef-
¢ fenger) went a fecond and third time ; and
¢¢ was told the laft time, he might have a
¢¢ copy of the Recognizance a little before
¢ the Quarter Seffion, if he defired it; but
¢¢ that the copy of the warrapt was of no
¢ ufe after bail was given.”

The Commitee then proceeded to examine
Mr. Clementfon the Deputy Serjeant at Arms,
—who faid, ¢ That he went to the Speaker’s
¢¢ houfe on Fiiday the 15th of March to fee if
¢ the warrant was figned for taking Miller
¢ into cuftody ; that the Speaker’s fecretary
*¢ had prepared it, and the Speaker figned it, _
¢¢ and delivered it to him (Clementfon ) who gave
¢ it to the mieflenger, and told bim, that if
¥ he found any difficulty, to fend for him,
¥ who fhould be at home.—~That he heard

' & nbthi_ng
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¢ nothing more, till half an hour paft three
¢ o’clock ; then a perfon came to him, and
¢¢ told him, he muft come, for that the mef-
¢ fenger was taken up by a Conffable; and
¢ charged with an aflault.—T'Hat He went
¢ to the Speaker’s, and told him of it, who
"¢¢ gave him direions to go and'demand the
 meflenger, and his prifoner; and that if
<bail was neceflary, he muft' give it; but
¢ that he muft fee him committed firft.—That
<t he went firft to Guildhall, about five o’clock,
¢ but found nobody there, and was told, he
¢ fhould hear of them at the Manfion Houfe.
¢ _Tlrat he went there, and was introduced
¢ to the Lord Mayor, in his bed-chamber.
¢“—That he told the Lord Mayor, he
¢¢ underftood, that the meflenger, to whom
¢¢ the warrant was dire&ed for apprehending
¢ Miller, was taken up by a Conftable, and’
¢¢ charged with an affault; that he therefore
¢¢ defired to know, if the meflenger had been
‘¢ brought before hjm.—That the Lord Mayor
¢¢ faid, he had been told, that a petfon, who
“ was called a meflenger of the Houfe of
¢« Commons, had been brought there, and
s¢ charged with an affault.—That he (Clement-

] “/o")
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% fin)-waited in amr anti-room till fix o’clock.—
‘% That the meflenger then camé, and Mfiker
« and 2 Conftable (7ohn Downe) and a large
& concourfe of people.—THhen they went in,
% to the Lord Mayor; Alderman Wilkes and
& Alderman Oliver were there with him.—
% The Lord Mayor afked, what was the pur-
¢¢ pofe of their coming thither? Miller faid,
¢ he charged Whitham, the mellenger, with
« an affault.  On this Mr. Robert Morris ap-
* peared, and faid he was counfel for Asiller
« the profecutor.—He faid, that Mfifer had
& been violently aflaulted, and falfely impri-
“ {oned, by an illegal warrant: Downe, the
¢ Conftable (who was afked for by the Lord
« Mayor) faid, Miller had’ applied to him,
& about' one or two o’clock,. and had com-
¢ plained of an aflault on him, in' his own
“ houfe, by the meflenger, and charged him
“ to take the meflenger imto cuftody; he
¢¢ thereforc took htim into cufledy, in order to

“ carry him before a proper magiftrare.
s¢ Miller was then called upon; who faid,
¢« That a perfor who called himfelf a mef-
¢¢ fenger of the Houfe of Commons came to
£¢ him, and took him into cuftody, by virtue
¢ of
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# of a pretended warrant.—That Miller was
¢¢ gthen fworn by the Lord Mayor, and faid
¢¢ upon his oath, that what he had before faid
¢ was true. He went on, and faid, he had
¢ refufed to go with the perfon.—That.the
¢¢ perfon had ufed violence, and had feized
% hold of him, and was pulling him along.—
¢¢ That the*Lord Mayor afked the meflenger,
¢¢ what offence Miller had committed, or what
¢ authority he had for affaulting Miiler in
< this manner ? The meflenger faid, he had
< the Speaker’s warrant, directed to him, to
¢ take Miiler into cuftody. The Lord Mayor
¢¢ afked where the warrant was? That he
¢ (Clementfon) told Whitiam to open it, and
¢¢ read it himfelf.~—That the Lord Mayor or
¢ Mr. Morris (he can’t fay which) faid it
“ muft be produced,—That. he (Clementfon)
%¢ objetted to it for fome time; but the Lord
¢ Mayor faying it could not be taken natice
¢¢ of, if not produced, he delivered it to the
¢ Loord Mayor, on his promifing to deliver it
#¢ back to him ; that he waited till this time,
é¢ to fee the nature of the affault charged on
#¢ Whitham ; and finding that it was for exe-
# cuting the warrant for taking Milier into

‘ cuftody,
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¢« cuftody, he then told the Lord Mayor,
* that he appeared before him as Deputy
¢ Serjeant at Arms of the Houfe of Com-
“ mons ; that he came there by the Speaker’s
¢¢ dite@ions, and had his commands to de-
¢ mand not only #hitham the meflenger, but .
¢ likewife Miller his Prifoner ; and he made
¢¢ that demand in the moft folemn manner he
¢¢ was able.~That Mr. Morris, on this, de-
¢ fired he (Clementfon) might be fworn as an
¢ evidénce :—But he (Clementfon) declared he
¢ would not be fworn, and faid, he did not
¢ come: as an evidence, but as an officer of the
¢¢ Houfe of Commons, to execute the com-
¢ mands given him by the Speaker,— I'he Lord
¢ Mayor faid, he could not take notice of
¢ any thing in his magifterial capacity, that
" ¢ was not given' upon oath.—That he was
< then afked by Morris, if he refufed to be
¢ examined to any of the falts or circum-
« ftances within his knowledge.—That he
‘¢ doubted at firft what anfwer to give to that;
¢ but, on recolle@ion, he faid, if there was
¢ the leaft doubt either of the warrant being
$¢ figned by the Speaker, or of his (Ciement-
% fon’s) having the Speaker’s commands to

¢ dea
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s demand ¥7hithan the meflenger and Miller
¢ his prifener, he was teady to be fwern to
s¢ the truth of thofe mattersy but would not
¢¢ be fworn generally. —Findiag that to be his
¢ refolution, Mr. Morris declined fwearing
" % Rim as to thofe matters § bt he (Clement-
¢ fom) again repeated, that if there was any
¢ doubt as to thafe matters, he was ready to
¢¢ fwear to them.

¢ That the Lord Mayor alked Whitham if he
¢ was a Peace-Officer or a Conflable ? he faid
¢ he was not ;—~if he bad applied to any City
¢ Magiftrate to back his warrant? he faid, he .
¢¢ had not :—Upon this, the Lord Mayor de-
¢ clared, That it was very extraardinary for
¢¢ any Citizen to be taken up in the City of
¢ London, without the knowledge or autho
¢ rity of the Lord Mayor, or fome other ma-
¢ giftrate of the City; and if this was pers
¢ mitted to be the cafe, it would be trampling
¢ on the laws, and there would be an end of
¢¢ the conftitution of this country.

¢¢ Then Miller was examined, as to his be-
¢ ing a Liveryman of the City of Lenden.~
¢« The Lord Mayor faid, it was his opinion,
¢¢ that no warrant, but from him or fome

¢¢ other
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¢¢ other magiftrate of the city, was good and
¢¢ valid to take up any citizen ; that he thought\
< himfelf bound, fo long as he held the great
¢ Office of Chief Magiftrate of the City of
¢ London, to take notice of a proceeding of
¢ this fort ; and that it was his duty to de-
¢¢ fend the Citizens, and their Rights amd
¢¢ Liberties, to the laft extremity.—He faid,
¢ he was of opinion, the meflenger bad no
¢ right to take up AMiller, who was a Citi-
¢¢ zen, not being charged with any Felony,
¢¢ Trefpafs, or Breach of the Peace.

¢ That Mr. Morris then took four objec-
€< tions to the warrant :

¢ Firft, that the words [“Houfe of Com-
€< mops”] was not a fufficient defcription of
¢¢ the power which had pafled the Vote.~
(L Tliat it fhould have been, [““The Houfe
¢¢ of Commons in Parliament affembled.”]

¢¢ Secondly, That [ ‘}. Mil'er”] was no
¢¢ fufficient defcription of the Perfon.

¢ Thirdly, That the Offence was not in-
¢ ferted ; and therefore that it was illegal,
¢ and without colour of law.

¢¢ Fourthly, That it did not appear, that
[*¢ Fletcher Norten, Speaker,”] who figned the

o ) warrant,
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‘% yrarrant, was the Sir Fletcher Norton, whe
¢¢ js Speaker of the Houfe of Commons.
¢¢ That the Lord Mayor afked Whitham,
- ¢ whether he intended to carry Miller away as
¢¢ his prifoner ? Whitham faid, he did—Thée
¢ Lord Mayor then faid; he thought the war-
¢¢ rant was illegal ; and therefore he difcharged
.¢¢ Miller out of the cuftody of the meflenger 3
¢ and faid at the fame time, This Citizen
¢ comes here to claim a citizen’s protec~
-¢¢ tion of me, and I think he is entitled to it.
¢ That then the Lord Mayor proceeded on
¢¢ the afTault,~ Miller proved that Whitham had
¢ Jaid hold of his arm and pulled him; and
¢¢ that about five minutes aftetwards, the con~
¢ flable came. After this, Three perforia
¢¢ were produced to prove the affault:
¢ Henry Page, of Newgate-Street, Printer,
¢ obn Topping, of the Old:Baily, Printer.
¢ Robert Page, of Newgate-Street, Printer.
¢ They proved, That #hitham laid hold of
¢ Miller’s arm, and faid, he was his prifoner 3
¢¢ and that' Miller {aid, he fhould not go, or did
¢ notchufe togo. That Whitbam{aid,Y ou muft
¢¢ 007 and Miller {aid, he fhould not ; and then
¢ Whitham charged every body prefent to affift
¢¢ him,
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¢ him. After this, the Conftable was brought ;
¢ and the (.onﬁablc charged all prefent to affift
$¢ him.
$¢ That the Lord Mayor, on this, gave it
¢ as his opinion, that the affault was fully
¢¢ proved ; ‘and that #hitham muft give fecuri-
%¢ ty to appear at the next Seffion for the City
¢s of London, to anfwer fuch indiétments as
¢¢ fhould be then found againft him for the
¢ affault and falfe imprifonment, himfelf in
¢ Forty Pounds, and Two Securities in
#¢ Twenty Pounds each ; and that Miller was
¢ to be bound to -appear and make out the
s¢ charge.—Mr. Morris and many others pre-
¢ fent were ready to be bail for Whitham :
¢ That Hhitham was very much frightened,
¢t and was ready to offer Bail; but he (Cle-
8% mentfon) infifted he fhould not give Bail.—
¢¢ The Lord Mayor defired it might be natjiced
¢¢ that bail was offered ; but not accep.tcd by
. €& [Vhitham.
"« Then the Lord Mayor directed a warrant
:¢¢ to be made out; and the perfon whe had
: ¢¢ thefe direCtions he {aw fill up what he fup-
5 pofed was the warrant ; and the Lord Mayor
¢ declared, it was a warrant for commit-
Vor. Il K . ¢ ting
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% ting Whitham to the Compter.—That he faw
¢ the Lord Mayor fign that paper.—On this,
¢« Mr. Morris defired the other two Aldermen
< might fign the warrant, as well as his Lord-
< fhip ;. elfe it might be fuppofed, that they
¢¢ did not concur in opinion with his Lord-
¢ fhip.—The Lord Mayor faid, be did not
¢ defire'any body elfe to fign it, though the
¢¢ two Aldermen declared themlclves ready to
¢¢ do it and he particularly faid to Alderman
« Wilkes, I think you have enough uton your
¢ bands already.—The warrant however was
<< dire@ed to be altered by the Clerk into the
<¢ plural number; and he faw that paper figped by
< the other two Aldermen, Wilkes and Oliver.
¢¢ —That he afked the Lord Mayor, if it was
< figned by them all ; and he faid, it was ; and
«¢ direQions were given by the Lord Mayor,
<t and Mr. Wilkes, to the Conftable, that Ae
<< (W bitham) might be ufed kindly in rifon.
¢t —That juft before they were going to take
<« him away, he thought that, this being a
¢ Commitment, he had gone far enouglh;
«¢ and then he offered Bail.—That the Lord
« Mayor grew warm at this, and faid, that
¢¢ he found that this proceeding meant to ex-
. ¢ aggerate
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® ajgerate the Offence or Bufinels, or the
¢ Proceeding ; he could not recolle&t exaétly

¢ the word he made ufe of.*
¢¢ That, after this was done, he came back
¢ immediately to the Speaker} and upon his
¢¢ relating what had happened, he defired him
““to go back and try to get a topy of the
¢ warrant of Commitment.—The Lord Mayot
¢¢ faid, he could not tell where to find it then,
¢« every body being gone away; but that if
¢¢ it was not deftroyed, being now of no ufe,
¢ he fhould have a copy ; but that I knew he
¢ had figned it alone firft, and thar afterwards
s¢ Alderman Wilkes and Alderman Oiiver de-
*¢ fired to fizn it too; and that he and Alder-
¢ man Oliver fhould, in their places in the
<t Houfe of Commons, admit their baving
< figned fuch a warrant; but that he fhould
% have a copy of it in the morning if it
s could be found.«~That he applied again on
< Saturday morning to the Lord Mayor for
¢ a copy of the warrant; he faid he could
¢ not yet find it; that fome of them had.
¢ taken it away, and he knew not where it
< was, but that if it could be found, bt~
¢ ham fhould have a copy of it ; that it did
K2 “ not
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¢¢ not fignify, for that he did not mean to deny
¢¢ what had been done, or make ufe of any
¢¢ fubterfuge ; and that this was all that he
€ (Clementfon) had done. That he did not
¢¢ go to execute the warrant himfelf ; and that
¢ it was not fealed.
¢¢ And he further added this circumftance,
¢ that he recolle&ts, when the Lord Mayor
¢ had figned the AMittimus, and he the Depu-
¢¢ ty Serjeant had offered Bail, the Lord Mayor
“ prew warm, and made ufe of fome expref-
¢ fion, that he fhould not take Bail then, or
¢¢ words to that purpofe ; faying that this pro-
‘;’ceeding meant to exaggerate the offence, or
¢ words to that effe@ ; but he foon afterwards
¢ faid, he muft take bail.
¢ That he endecavoured to ferve the order
¢ of the Houfe on 7. #heble ; and went on
¢ Thurfday the 28th of February, to his
$¢ (Wheble's) thep, and enquired for him, and
"4 the fervant faid, he was not at home, but
¢ would be m an hour’s time}; that he call-
¢ ed again, and rcceived the fame anfwer ;—
¢¢ that he called again, and was anfwered by
¢ a lad in the thop, who'faid he was an ap-
¢ prentice, that he was not at home, being
¢ gone
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€ gone to the other end of the town; and
¢ that his mafter had waited all the day
¢¢ before, expe&ting him.---That he (Clement-
¢ fon) then faid, that he would call again in
¢¢ an hour, and bid him tell his mafter.——
¢ That he did fo; and was told, he [ #heble)
¢ had been in, and was gone out again ; but
¢ if he would let him know where he (Cl-
“¢ mentfon) might be found, he would wait on
¢ him.—That he went to a Coffee-houfe,
““ and waited; then called again, and was
¢ told, #heble was expeted to dinner at
¢ three o’clock.~—— That he called at half
¢ an hour paft three, and was told that ##heble
¢ was not at home, But would be foon.—=
¢ That he called again at four and five o’clock,
¢¢ and received the fame anfwers.—~That he
¢ left word he was the Depaty Serjeant at Arms,
“and would be there again at half an hour
 paft nine in the morning; which he ac-
% cordingly was, and was told by the fame
¢ perfon, that Wheble was not at horhe, but
% faid, he had delivered the meflage hé had
“¢ left with him, and that his mafter faid, he
“ was very forry he was obliged to go out,
K 3  and
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¢¢and he left no word when he ‘would be
¢ at home.—That he .called again at eleven
¢ o’clock, and he was not at home ; but was
¢¢ anfwered, he niight be in, in half an hour.
¢ —That he went again on Satur.ay at Ten
¢ o’clock, and the apprentice faid, he was not
¢¢ at home, but would be in the afternoon;
¢¢ and faid it with a fmile, as if laughing at my
¢¢ frequent calling; and faid, if he would
¢ Jeave ward where he might be found, we
¢¢ will fend you word when he is at Jeifure.—
““ That he (G.ementfon) faid, he would be
¢¢ there at feven o’clock, which he accord-
¢ ingly was, but was told, he (#heble) was
¢ not at home, and had fent for his limen,
¢ and therefore was not expréted till Monday.

¢¢ That he did not go to Thompfon till Fri-
¢ day the Firft of March, becaufe there were
¢ twa R. Thompfons, one Richard, the other
¢ Robert.—That he found, at the Stamp-
¢« Office, that Thompfon had begn fummoned
¢ before the Commiffioners, to give fecurity
¢¢ and faid his name was .Robert :—~That he
¢ fent a meflenger to enquire in the neigh-
“ bourhobd, .and found there was but one :—
¢¢ That he went to Thompfon’s houfe, and was

(13 mld
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<¢ told by a man he was not at home, nor cou'd
¢¢ tell when he would be, or whether he was in
¢¢ town ; that he had feen him two or three
¢¢ days before ; that nubody knew more about
¢ Thompfon than himfelf, and if he (Clement-
¢¢ fon) would leave a meflage, he would deliver
¢¢ it :—That Williams the meflenger then faid,
¢¢ You know our bufinefs ; to which he made
¢ no anfwer :— That he went again ateleven
¢ o’clock ; and the fervant faid, Thompfon was
¢ not at home ; for he had not feen him, and
¢ nobody knew better than he ; and faid, that
¢if he (Clementfon) had bufinefs with Thomp-
 fon, it was ufually left with him firft and
¢¢ that no time was more likely to meet with
¢ him than that day or to-morrow.

¢¢ That he (Clementfon) went again on Sa-
¢¢ turday ; and the fame perfon told him Thomp-
¢¢ fon was not at home, but would be in half
¢¢ an hour, but had no reafon for thinking fo:
¢¢ —That he went twice afterwards, and he
¢ was not at home, nor had been, and that -
¢ he did not know when he would be:—
“ That he (Clementfon) faid, Then he will
¢ not fee me; and received for anfwer, he
¢¢ could not tell.”

K 4 And
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And he farther faid, * That there had been.
“ one more attempt fince, to execute the
« warrants on Wheble and ‘Thompfan that Mr.
« Speahr had made an alteration’ in the direc-
¢¢“tion of the warrants, by inferting the name
¢ of Wood the meflenger; that Aued took
¢ the warrant, and he (Clementfon) foliowed
R after, to endeavour to find #heble and Thomp-
“ Jon ; that he (Clementfon) waited at a Cof-
« fee-houfe in Whebl’s neighbourhood 5 that
« }Vood went and endeavoured to find themy
< but without effect.”

Your Commtttee then procceded to examine
Cbarle: Williams the meflenger ; who faid;
¢ he attended the Serjeant, in endeavouring
¢ to ferve the warrants on Wheble and Thomp-
«“ jbn, on Thurfday the Twenty-eighth day of
¢ February : — That 'he went fix or feven
¢ times to Wheble’s houfes that he did not
¢ find him at home, but was told he would
¢ be at home foon.

. ¢ That he went to Tlompfon’s-feveral titmes,
¢¢ and received the fame fort of anfwers ; that
¢¢ the bufinefs they came upon was known at

‘¢ both
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¢¢ both places; and that he had read Mr. Cle~
¢ mentfor’s minutes at the time, which he
¢¢ found were right.”

The Committee then proceeded fo examine
Guy Wood the meffenger ; who faidy ¢¢ He had
¢ the Speaker’s warrant, about the¢ Tenth or
¢¢ Eleventh of Murch, to arrel TZespfon and
¢ Wheble 5 that he recgived it from the De-
¢¢ puty Serjeant ; that his (#%0d’s) name was
¢¢ inferted in the warrant ; that he went with
<¢ one Mr. Lee to Thempfor’s houfe; that Lee
¢¢ went in and enquired for TZ:mffon; that
“¢ they had agreed, that, if Lee ftaid above a
¢¢ minute, he (#70d) was to come in after
“ him ; but Lee not finding him at home,
¢¢ came out immediately.

¢¢ That they went from thence to Wheble's,
¢¢ and proceeded in the fame manncr, L,
¢¢ went in, and was told #heble was gone inta.
<¢ the ¢ountry : They then went to the Green
¢ Dragon in Flect-Streety, where Wheble's Even-
¢¢ ing Papers are delivered, and ftaid foma
<¢ time, to try if they could fee him come af.
¢ ter his Papers, or about his bufinefs, but

¢ could
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¢ could fee nothing of him: That they have’
“ made feveral enquiries fince, and can hear

¢¢ nothing of him.”

Your Committee having thus ftated the
evidence of the Fa&s and Circumftances re-
lative to the late Obftru&ions to the Execu-

tion of the Orders of this Houfe, as it ap-’

Peared before them, &c.

VoTtss
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Vores of May 9, 1777.

- A Motion was made, and the Queftion being
propofed, ¢ That an humble Addrefs be
s¢ prefented to His Majefly, to exprefs the
¢ juft fenfe this Houfe entertains of His
¢¢ Majefty’s regard for the lafting welfare
¢ and happinefs of His People; and, as
s¢ this Houfe cannot omit any opportunity
¢ of fhewing their zcal and regard for His
< Mzjefly’s bonoury and the profbcrity of His
¢ Family, humbly to befeech His Majefty,
¢¢ that, in confideration of the High rank
<< and dignity of their Royal Highnefles the
¢ Dukes of Gloucefler and Cumberland, He
¢ would be gracioufly pleafed to make fome
¢¢ addition to their annual income, out of
<¢ the Revenues chearfully granted His Ma-
¢¢ jefty, for the expences of the Civil Go-
¢¢ vernment, and better fupporting the Ho-
¢ nour and Dignity of the Crown; and to
¢ affure His Majefty that this Houfe will
*¢ enable his Majefty effeQually to perform
¢¢ the fame, as nothing will more conduce
¢ to the firengthening cf His Majefty’s go-

‘¢ yernment,
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¢¢ vernment, than honourably fupporting the
¢ Dignity of the different branches of the
¢ Royal Family.”
And the previous Queftion being puty
 That that Queftion be now put ;” ‘
It pafled in the negative.

Myr. Wilkes obferved, that the ttwo ho-
nourablé gentlemen with the blufbing ribbands,
who oppofed the Motion, declared that they
did it chiefly from what they thought 2 want
of delicacy t the Crown, but that in his opinion
the real honour and delicacy of the Crown were
elentially and deeply wounded by the prefent
unhappy fituation of our Sovereign’s own bro-
ilers, which was of the moft univerfal noto-
riety, and highly to be lamented; that the
#lder had been driven into a kind of honour-

able

+ Sir John Griffin Griffin, Member for Ando-
ver, add Sir George Heward, Member for Stam-
ford, have borh regiments in his Majefty’s fecvice,
poth of cavalry, are both Lieutenants-General,
and borh Knights of the Bath,

Fortunati embp—
Ambo animis, ambo infignes pr:x:ﬂannbus armis.
KHic p:mm prior.

VircitL.
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able exile at Rome, and the yemnger was not
enabled to fupport the dignity of his high birth
and rank among us ; that asto the cafe of the
late Duke of Cumberland, which had been
mentioned, although he enjoyed an income of
above 40,0c0l. a year, he lived with bis royalt
FatHer, that great patron of Zberty, by whom all

the

L2e o o o

1 So excellent a2 King, that was to this-.---
SHAKESPEARE.
Long his lofs thall England weep,

Ne'er again his likenefs fee ;

Long her frains in forrow fteep,
Strains cf immortality. Gravy,
This humane Prince on many pccafions ventured
his life in the caufc of Lberty. His diftinguithed bra-
very at the battles of Oudenarde and Dettingen was
the frequent fubject of the unfufpefted praife of oyr
inveterate enemies, the French. He was always a
fteady friend to the liberties of mankind, and like the
Sformer princes of bis houfe, and of the Nafax line,
kept a watchful eye over the Houfe of Bourbon,
well knawing their determined enmity to this free go-
vernment, and their long meditated fchemes for gralj-
_ing at univerfal monarchy. He often checked the reft-
lefs ambitian of France in its mad career, by the moft
firm, wife,. and fuccefsful meafures. At his death he
left England in paffeflion of the capitals of the French
in ‘Afia and America, and of many other important
conquelts’ there, s well as in Europe and Afuica.
.‘The moft valuable of thefe conquefts were loft foon
, after by a ftroke of his grasdfss’s pen, which proved

morg
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the expences of his houfehold were defrayéd;
and that he died unmarried, whereas the prea
fent King’s Brothers were both married, and
had, with very incompetent revenues, feparate
families and eftablilhments, which confti-
tuted no part of his Majefty’s houfehold ar-
fangements or expences. He added, that we
ought not to be prodigal to the Sovereign, and
penurious to his Brothers 5 that the whole il=
Juftrious Houfe of Brunfwick claimed our re-

gard and gratitude ; that the wifdom of Par-
Jiament

more fital to England than all the fwords of all oug
enemiss.

It is juftice to the memory of the late King to de«
clare, that he no lefs endeavoured to make his people
fiee and happy at home, than to carry thie glory of
the Britith arms to the higheft pitch every where
abroad. During his reign the laws were refpected and
obeyed. Liberty and jrflice fat with him on the
throne. The exccution of Earl Ferrers imprefied all
foreign nations with the greateft idea of the facrednefs
of our laws, and the prote&tion they afford the meaneft
fubje&, under a firm and mild fovereign. It was like-
wife believed, that if the Court- Martial on Lord George
Sackville had pronounced the fentence, which was ex-
pe&ed by all Europe, the juflice of his late Majelty would,
have ordered it to have been carried into ewe:ution.

The penfioned Doltors, Shebbeare and Johnfon, and
all tbe other minifterial writers of the court, have been
indetatigable for many years iu vilifying the memo
of cur late Sovercign, and tearing the layrels from

his
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liament fhould carry the Houfe into a view
of futurity, and of poflible contingencies,
to provide in all events for the public fafe-
ty, good order, and tranquillity ; that what
the honourable .+ gentleman, who made the
motion, had mentioned with duc horror,
of our being obliged to fetch from Rome a Sove-
reign born and educated there, was not fo wild
and abfurd an idea asit had been reprefented,
by other gentlemen ; that purple fevers, and
various epidemical difeafes, had fomctimes
in a very fhort period fwept away whole f.-

milies s

his tomb. Thefir# addrefs of the Houfe of Lords to
the prefent King, on Nov. 18, 1760, is the beft con-
futation of all the volumes of a legion of thefe hirelings.
¢ The long experience which we had of bLis royal
¢ vyirtues, the bemigaity of his government, and his
¢ uniform care of our laws and liberties, not interrvpte
% ¢d in any one inflance, during the courfe of fo many
¢ years, demand from us the moft grateful acknow-
¢¢ Jedgements; and will make his memory as dear to
¢ us as the height and fplendor to which be had raifed
¢¢ the greatnefs of thefe kingdoms will render it glo-
¢¢ rious to all pofterity.™
After the demife of the crown, will there be found
-gny Lord proftitute enough, will there be a Sandavics,
- to move fuch a paragraph in the firf Addrefs of the
Houfe of Lords to his prefent Majely's Su.cefor #

4 Sir James Lowther, Baronct, Member for Cum-
hrland. ' :
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milies; that towards the beginning of this
century feveral Dauphins of France had died
within a few months of each other, and the
Bourbon line was believed to be in fome danger
of being extinét ; that the + numerous, imme-
diate pofterity of George I1. had been reduced
to a very fmall number ; thatall families might
fuffer thefe moft cruel loffes, but in cafes of
this great national concern, we could not be
too provident, too vigilant for the general
fafety. Myr. IWilkes farther remarked, that
it was impoffible to mifunderftand this bufi-
nefs; that it was, * Will you drive the
¢ King’s own Brothers into exile?” or ¢de-
"¢ prade them to the rank of private noble-
¢ men " or * will you fhew your duty to the
¢ King, whofe heart glows with all the ten-
¢¢ dernefs of truefaternal affe&ion, and tefli-
« fy your regard to the hopour of the na-
S tion, by making a princely and cmpetent

¢ provifion

ay 1]

4+ Every true friend of the Honfe of Brunfwigk
fees with aflition, bow rapidly fome of the prin-
c)pal branches of the family have dropped off. -

Junius, vol. 2, page 89.
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¢¢ provifion for your Sovereign’s own Brothers,
¢¢ the two Royal Dukes, the children of Eng-
“¢land” He concluded with exprefing a
pleafing hope, that the vote of every gentle-
man in the Houfe would be governed by that
liberality of fentiment, which ought to carac-
terize the reprefentatives of a great, power-
ful, and free people. .

Vor. IL L SPEECHES,
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"SPEECHES.

1777 Apil 16 - - - & Page 1
28 - - - 56

29 - - - . 70

My 9 - - - 139

*

PROTESTS.

1777 April 16 . . . 46

May X - - - 50

END -OF THE SECOND VOLUME, -



ERRATA IN THE FIRST VOLUME.

Page 124. in the note, line 1. after ¢ Perfian,™ add
*“Armenian.” Line 2. after “Gentoo, &c, &c,” add,
¢ and above all in the Erfe.” Line 17, after ““neither,™
add, ¢ His Grace's ideg-of /iberty comprehends every
& thingthat is awild and lawlefs. The monfter is of
¢¢ his own creation, and then he comes in a rage, like
¢ the Saturn of the heathen mythology, to deftroy
¢ his own offspring.”

Page 133. line 13. of the note, for ¢« A fhort Ac~
¢ count of a late Adminiftration,” read ¢ A fhort
¢ Account of a late fbort Adminigtration."

Page 179. line 12. for “148,” read “ 150.”

ERRATA IN THE SECOND VOLUME,
Page 7. line 14. for “'its beams,” read, “ite
% beams 2™

Page 34. note, line 13. for “I will die in the laft
¢ Dyke,"” read, “I will die o# the laft Dyke.”

Page 63. line 2. for “‘exquifitive,” read, ‘‘exquifite.”™

Page 81. note, line 17, for ¢ if precife meaning,*®
read, ““if any precife meaning.”
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