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INTRODUCTION.

npHE Speeches of Mr. Fox contain such a

various fund of political information, that

however imperfect the reports of them may be,

it would have been a great public loss if any of

them had been suffered to perish, or if, by

being scattered through the parliamentary his-

tory of the country, for the long space of nearly

forty years, they could not, without difficulty,

have been brought under one view, or be rea-

dily referred to, as the subjects of them might

occur hereafter.

With these impressions, the Editor was in-

duced to set about a collection of Mr. Fox's

Speeches, from his entrance into Parliament in

1768, to the period of his death in 1806 ; pre-

fixing to each Speech, as he went along, such
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an historical sketch as, while it rendered the

subject of the Speech intelligible, should, at the

same time, present the reader with a correct

and undisguised view of the parliamentary

conduct, on all great questions, not only of

Mr. Fox, but of the party of which he was,

for so many years, the leader.

When the Speeches were at length collected

together, the Editor, before he resolved to

publish them, requested permission of Lord

Erskine to send them to his Lordship, that he

might judge whether, with all their imperfec-

tions, they were worthy of publication. Lord

Erskine, after obligingly saying in answer, that

at his earliest leisure he would look at them,

wrote the following Letter to the Editor, which

he has obtained his Lordship's permission to

publish, and which renders any further preface

unnecessary.

J. WRIGHT.

Patiton Square^

May lo. 1815.



LETTER

FROM

LORD ERSKINE

To the Editor.

SIR, London, May i. 1815.

I
HAVE received your letter witli the Speeches

of Mr. Fox, which you have sent for my-

consideration.

In proposing me as the arbiter of their pub-

lication, after the great trouble which must have

attended the collection and arrangement of

them, you abundantl}^ manifest the good faith

of the application ; because, having lived in the

most affectionate friendship with that truly great

man, having the utmost reverence for his me-
mory, and having heard from his own lips many
of the speeches, the notes of which you have

sent me, you must have supposed I should be

likely, above most others, to lament, that the

utmost care and attention could give but a very

faint representation of their merits. The ex-

pression of this regret is, however, no preface

to my wishing they should be suppressed,— Far
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from it. Many of them I know to have been

preservedby Mr. Perry,personally attached to Mr.

Fox, and better qualified by his talents and habits

than any man I know, to do them justice ; one

or more with great ability by Mr. O'Bryen ; and

even those which have been collected from the

pubhshed debates of the day, with such assist-

ance only as your own industrious care may
have provided, are well worthy of preservation.

Indeed, I cannot conceive a more difficult

or painful exertion of the human faculties,

than that by which the proceedings in parlia-

ment are generally preserved, and so far from

being disposed to peevish criticisms upon their

imperfections, I have always thought that where

malice or undue partialities could not be fairly

attributed to them, they were entitled to the

utmost encouragement and indulgence.— It

would leave a wretched blank in our his-

tory, and might in the end be fatal to our liber-

ties, if they were prohibited, or should fall into

disuse.

They must, of course, come very short of

preserving, in their original lustre, those extra-

ordinary specimens of eloquence, which but

rarely occur even in this accomplished country
;

but, if they approach as near as is practicable,

without the aid of short hand, which in its per-

fection is a most rare talent, and which in par-

liament can seldom be resorted to, they are still

highly valuable. — It would be an absurd objec-
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tion to a biist of Demosthenes ot Cicer6, thact

the vigour of the eye was lost ill the ttiarbl^

^nd the lips cold and silent, which were the

fountains of their fame.— It would be as strange

a criticism on a Cabinet of Natural History,

that rare animals, however ingeniously pre-

served, were but feeble representations of them
when living;— that though we observed the

form of a lion, we could not hear him roar, nor

see him stalking over the desart in the tremen-

dous majesty of his dominion ;— or that though

we could not but admire the form and plumage
of an eagle, we should account it nothing, be-

cause his vast wings were not in motion, nor

his prey flying dismayed under their shadow.

Such feelings are, happily, not natural. — It i$

folly to expect what is unattainable, and no less

so to reject or undervalue what we may enjoy

by art and contrivance, because the highest art

and contrivance can neither reach nor approach-

to nature. I am, therefore, highly gratified

with your projected publication, and you are

welcome to publish this opinion, if you think it

will be useful to its reception with the public.

These observations are, however, more appli-

cable to the best memorials of our debates in

parliament, or of the pleadings in our courts of

justice, than they would have been to those of

the ancient world.— The great orations of anti^

qujty were composed with the utmost labour^
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were carefully worked upon and refined by their

few great authors, and pronounced in public

after all the previous study which is necessary

to bestow perfection upon the impassioned de-

clamations of the stage :— but these splendid

compositions, though they have conferred an im-

mortal fame upon eloquence, though they have

been the sources of the purest taste, and have

given the happiest direction to British genius,

have nevertheless produced in England a cha-

racter ofpublic speaking entirely different, and,

in my mind, beyond all comparison superior.

The great affairs of a free government like

that of England, could not be usefully dis-

cussed in public, by men coming forth from

their closets with written discourses, however

sublime or beautiful •— In our parliaments, it is

impossible to anticipate the circumstances or

aiguments upon which the most vital interests

of the country may stand for immediate consi-

deration ; and in our courts of justice, whose

decisions so often depend upon the oral testi-

mony of witnesses, and which are to be pro-

nounced in the instant, the talent of composition,

further than as it gives strength and correctness

to unpremeditated speaking, would be still

more useless.

British eloquence is of a much higher charac-

ter— It would be blown do an in a moment, if

it stood only upon common knowledge, though

ornamented by the happiest talent for composi

-
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tion and delivery. — A British statesman or law-

yer ought to have a consummate acquaintance

with all that belongs to real life, in the almost

infinite combinations which arise amongst a

people having attained the highest summit of

civilization : their stile must not derive its lus-

tre from^ studied preparation, but from their

having worked into their minds, from earliest

life, the great models of taste and genius which,

by a kind of human instinct, have united all

ages and nations in universal admiration : for

the rest, and that by far the most important

part of true eloquence, they must trust to the

spontaneous, oy rather accidental effusions of

the divine spirit of man, struck out like fire

from its ethereal and immortal nature, when its

energies are excited by the great duties which

God has imposed upon the few whom He has

eminently qualified for the direction and go-

vernment of mankind.

These general observations may appear to be

wandering from the subject of my letter, but

they are no departure from mif view of if ; be-

cause, if I were to be asked what was the nature

and character of Mr. Fox's eloquence, I should

answer, that it was only asking me in other

words what I understood to be the nature and

practical character of eloquence itself] when ap-

plied to the transactions of British Government

and Law.



This extraordinary person, then, in rising

generally to speak, had evidently no more pre-

meditated the particular language he should

employ, nor frequently the illustrations and

images, by which he should discuss and en-

force his subject, than he had contemplated

the hour he was to die ; and his exalted merit

as a debater in parliament, did not therefore

consist in the length, variety, or roundness

of his periods, but in the truth and vigour

of his conceptions ; in the depth and extent

of his information ; in the retentive powers

of his memory, which enabled him to keep

in constant view, not only all he had for-

merly read and reflected on, but every thing

said at the momeat, and even at other times,

by the various persons whose arguments he was

to answer ; in the faculty of spreading out his

matter so clearly to the grasp of his own mind,

as to render it impossible he should ever fail in

the utmost clearness and distinctness to others

;

— in the exuberant fertility of his invention

;

which spontaneously brought forth his ideas at

the moment, in every possible shape by which

the understanding might sit in the most accu-

rate judgment upon them ; whilst, instead of

seeking afterwards to enforce them by cold, pre-

meditated illustrations or by episodes, which,

however beautiful, only distract attention, he

was accustomed to repass his subject, not 7ne-

thodically, but in the most unforeseen and fasci-



nating review, enlightening every part of It,

and binding even his adversaries in a kind of

spell for the moment, of involuntary assent.

The reader must certainly not expect to be

so carried away by the sketches now before me.

Short hand alone, secured too at the moment,

against the numerous imperfections inseparable

from following the career of so rapid and vehe-

ment an elocution, could have perpetuated their

lustre and effect: but, still the correct, and

often the animated substance remains, which

preserves from oblivion more that is worthy of

preservation, than by such means would apply

to almost any other speaker in the world.—
Eloquence, which consists more in the dextrous

structure of periods, and in the powers and
' harmony of delivery, than in the extraordinary

vigour of the understanding, may be compared

to a human body, not so much surpassing the

dimensions of ordinary nature, as remarkable

ibr the symmetry and beauty of its parts :— if

the short hand writer, like the statuary or pain-

ter, has made no memorial of such an orator,

little is left to distinguish him, but, in the most

imperfect reliques of Fox's speeches, the bones

OF A GIANT ARE TO BE DISCOVERED.

This will be found more particularly to apply

to his speeches upon sudden and unforeseen

occasions, when certainly nothing could be more
interesting nor extraordinary than to witness,
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as I have often donej the mighty and unpre-

pared efforts of his mind, when he had to

encounter with the arguments of some pro-

found reasoner, who had deeply considered his

subject, and arranged it with all possible art, to

preserve its parts unbroken.—To hear him begin

on such occasions, without method, without any

kind of exertion, without the smallest impulse

from the desire of distinction or triumph, and

animated only by the honest sense of duty, an

audience, who knew him not, would have expect-

ed but little success from the conflict : as little

as a traveller in the East, whilst trembling at a

buffalo in the wild vigour of his well protected

strength, would have looked to his immediate

destruction, when he saw the Boa moving

slowly and inertly towards him on the grass.

But, Fox, unlike the serpent in every thing but

his strength, always taking his station in some

fixed, invulnerable principle, soon surrounded

and entangled his adversary, disjointhig every

member of his discourse, and strangling him in

the irresistible folds of truth.

This intellectual superiority, by which my
illustrious friend was so eminently distin-

guished, might nevertheless have existed in

all its strength without raising him to the

exalted station he held as a public speaker.

The powers of the understanding are not of

themselves sufficient for this high purpose.

Intellect alone, iiowever exalted, without strong
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feelings, without even irritable sensibility, would

be only like an immense magazine of gunpow-
der, if there were no such element as fire in the

natural world— It is the heart which is the sprints*

and fountain of Eloquence— a cold-blooded

learned man, might, for any thing I know, com-
pose in his closet an eloquent book ; but, in

public discourse, arising out of sudden occasions,

could by no possibility be eloquent.

To carry on my ideas of oratory, by continu-

ing to identify it with Fox— He possessed,

above all men I ever knew, the most gentle and
yet the most ardent spirit ; a rare and happy
combination ! — he had nourished in his mind
all the manly and generous sentiments, which

are the true supports of the social world ; he
was trembling alive to every kind of private

wrong or suffering, and, from the habitual and
fervent contemplation of the just principles of

government, he had the most bitter and unex-
tinguishable contempt for the low arts of poli-

tical intrigue, and an indignant abhorrence of

every species of tyranny, oppression, and in-

justice.

It has been said, that he was frequently care-

less of the language in which he expressed
himself; but I can neither agree to the justice,

nor even comprehend the meaning of that cri-

ticism— He could not be incorrect fi'om care-

lessness ; because, having lived from his youth
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in the great world, and having been famiharly

conversant with the classics of all nations, his

most unprepared speaking (or if Critics will

have it so, his most negligent) must have been

at least grammatical, which it not only uniform-

ly was, but distinguished by its taste : more

than that could not have belonged to it, without

the very care which his habits and his talents

equally rejected.

He undoubtedly attended as little to the

musical intonation of his speeches as to the lan-

guage in which they were expressed— his em-

phases were the unstudied effusions of nature—
the vents of a mind, burning intensely with the

generous flame of public spirit and benevolence,

beyond all controul or management when im-

passioned, and above the rules to which inferior

things are properly subjected : his sentences

often rapidly succeeded, and almost mixed

themselves with one another, as the lava rises

in bursts from the mouth of a volcano, when

the resistless energies of the subterranean world

are at their height.

These last remarks require, however, some

explanation 5 that I may not appear to depre-

ciate the executive part of public speaking,

which is worthy of the utmost care and cultiva-

tion— No man admired it more than Mr. Fox,

nor was a juster, though always a liberal and

indulgent critic of performances upon the stage.

5
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Theatrical representations, which demand the

talent of Eloquence, are generally the works of

great poets, with which the cultivated parts of

the audience are familiar, which they have, of

course, almost present to their memories, and

which, involving no consequences beyond the

emotions they are calculated to administer, ex-

act the most perfect representations— In such

cases, the least departure from the justest ex-

pression of the passions, the smallest defects in

voice or gesture, diminish the fame of the actor

;

but, upon the real stage of life, where the great

affairs of the world are transacted, and where

men speak their own sentiments in their own
natural language, the case is somewhat different.

No man, in either House of Parliament, or in

our Courts of Justice, ever felt as if he were in

a box at Covent Garden or Drury Lane ; and,

even upon the stage itself, it will be found, afler

all, that the rare talent of the actor has its seat

in the superior sensibilities of the mind, which

identify him for the moment with the characters

he represents— Yet, certainly, neither the actor

nor the orator can be said to have reached the

summit of their arts without the utmost atten-

tion to all the delicacies and graces of the most

perfect delivery ; not, indeed, thought of at the

moment, which would be utterly unworthy of a

great statesman engaged in the mighty concerns

of an empire, but to be insensibly acquired by

studious observation, and wrought as it were

into the habit, so as to be as much a compon-
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ent part of the man as his countenance or his

, address— I thought it necessary to introduce

these observations, lest I should appear to under-

value such essential parts of public speaking as

utterance and action— Demosthenes seems to

have thought them almost every thing ; and,

even with our habits, so different from those of

the ancients, they would be to most jnen immense

advantages, though nothing at all to Mr. Fox.

My admiration of his talents, and my zeal for

the lustre of his memory, have already led me
much farther than I intended when I began my
answer to your letter

;
yet I find it difficult now

to clofee it without saying something upon the

principles which uniformly characterize his

speeches, after he had arrived at that maturity

of thought and reflection, which laid the foun-

dations of his exalted character as a statesman.

It is not my intention to examine them in their

order, nor in their details, but to advert only,

and very shortly, to such of them as most strik-

ingly illustrate the distinguishing features of

them alji.

The spirit which will be found to pervade and

animate them is the pure but regulated spirit

of liberty, which he justly considered to be, not

only the prime blessing of private life, but the

fulcrum upon which every civil establi?hment

must rest for its security.— For my own part, I

have always been convinced, that the laws which
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govern the natural world are not more fixed and

unalterable, than those which preside over the

safety and happiness of man in a state of society.

Mighty powers indeed, must be vested in all

governments, however constituted, and many
restraints must be sanctioned by the wisest and
most indulgent system of laws ; but it should be
the constant aim of every human authority to

ascertain b}^ cautious experiments how few re-

strictions are necessary for the support of order

and obedience, and by what liberal extensions of

rights and privileges, affection and confidence in

the great body of the people may be best created

and preserved. Indeed, if I were now consider-

ing how I might best illustrate our own inesti-

mable constitution, I should say that in one

short sentence, I had faithfully described its

principles and pointed to the cause of its being

preserved and reverenced throughout the world,

whilst principalities and powers, strangers to,

or neglecting the grand secret of conservation,

have been convulsed and overthrown. — No
man better understood the powers of this

great political talisman than Fox ; and, it is

both curious and beautiful to observe, with what

stubborn constancy he for ever rejected the harsh

instrumentality of power, when opposed to the

surer effects of liberal trust, of mildness, and

conciliation. *

* In governments, constituted like tliat of England, upon

the genuine principles of freedom, few serious resistances will

VOL. I. a
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No man, for example, was more deeply aC'

quainted with the spirit, and even the practice of

our laws, nor sought less to undermine the con-

stitutional authority of the Judges ; but, he

thought for a lono; season thevwere undermining

it themselves, by usurping the functions of the

Jury in cases of libel— On that principle, he

proposed his celebrated Act of Parliament,

which put an end, in a monfient and for ever, to

all conflicts between the t\vo parts of our tri-

bunals, always intended t^ form one harmoni-

ous whole ; bringing back the country to repose

with confidence in the wisdom and learning of

the Courts, and securing to the people their un-

questionable privilege, ofan unsophisticated Trial

by Jury in this as in other offences— Before the

Libel Act, ^ivhen nothing was left to Juries but

the mere fact of publication, whilst they were

nevertheless called upon "to pronounce judg-

ments involving the determination of guilt, it

be likely to take place ; but, whenever they do, there is but

one course to be pursued. Mildness and conciliation will not

do for such insurgents ; because that is proved by the very

insurrection against the authority of so mild a government.

In that -case, the most bold and decisive execution of the

laws must be instantaneously resorted to, and persisted in

without pause until the evil is subdued. Mildness in the prin-

ciples and firmness in the administration ofgovernment, \vhere

it is resisted in its just and lawful course, is the perfection of

human wisdom in the management of mankind. I have

added this Note, that Mr. Fox's authority may not be applied

to in cases where it has no appUcation.



frequently required but little skill or eloquence,

to defend the most defenceless libeller : the

offence was generally kept in the back-ground,

and a stand made upon the injustice of asking

condemnation without examination ; but when
the functions of the Jury were, by this whole-

some statute, restored to them, I can speak from

my own long experience, that the task became

justly most difficult, or rather hopeless
; juries

considering the cases brou£i;ht before them, with

the greatest good sense and reflection, consult-

ing their own understandings, as they ought to

do, upon the nature of the accusation, and the

inrtentions of the accused, but receiving at the

same time the learned assistance of the Judges,

free from all that jealousy of their own inde-

pendence, which, until it was secured by law,

had frequently entangled their consciences, and

perv^erted their judgments. In this instance,

therefore, by following the ruling principle of

his mind, Mr. Fox conferred the highest benefit

upon public authority, as well as upon popular

privileges— in doing so, he looked to no stan-

dard of his own, but to the genuine principles

and precedents of British Law, which in this

deeply important instance, had been oversha-

dowed and misunderstood.

No man was also a greater friend to our ec-

clesiastical establishments, but he thought that

an undue support of the Church became the

parent of dissent, when restraints of any kind

a 2



XX

were imposed upon Dissenters of any descrip-

tion— on that ground, as well as upon the

right of universal freedom in religious opinions,

he was the advocate of Catholic Emancipation,

and for the repeal of the Test Act.

Here, again, Mr. Fox's ruling principle deserves

the utmost consideration. If the Church of Eng-

land were vulnerable in her doctrines, or in her

discipline, maintaining her ascendancy, like the

Romish Church, by the ignorance and dark-

ness of her adherents, her security might, in

some measure, depend upon the penal discou-

ragement of dissent ; but, when I reflect upon

the unexampled wisdom of her original refor-

mers, in all that they abolished, as well as in all

that they preserved j when I consider the mani-

fest foundations of her faith upon the sacred

authorities of Scripture; the simplicity and beau-

ty of her Liturgy, assimilated by time as well as

by its own intrinsic excellence, to the feelings

of the English people ; when I advert to the

general learning and morals of her ministers,

and their usefulness throughout the country, I

doubt with Mr. Fox, whether the restraints and
disabilities originally set on foot for her protec-

tion, and which are now insensibly wearing

away under the indulgent administration of our

government, may not have been the nurses, if

not the parents of Sectaries in every part of the

kingdom— Their foundations were laid when
there was much less toleration than at present,
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and if the Church feels any serious alarm from

their expansion, she should lend her hand to

the discouragement of their communities, by

inviting the Legislature to let the law pass over

them without the very knowledge of their exis-

tence— So little of restraint is now left, that

even if it were the sound principle of support

to our ecclesiastical system, it would be utterly

useless ; whilst the exclusion from civil incorpo-

rations, bestows a kind of corporate character

and perpetuity upon religious dissents, which

would otherwise have a tendency to dissolution.

These observations are, however, addressed only

to the ministers of the church, and not to those

•'of the state— the great body of dissenters are,

I believe, fully sensible of the liberal disposition

of the government towards them ; as enlight-

ened men, they know how to appreciate the

difficulties which have attended the best wishes

for them ; and speaking, of course, of the great

and well known bodies of Dissenting Protes-

tants, I am happy in this occasion of expressing

my perfect conviction of the fidelity of their

civil allegiance, and the sincerity of their reli-

gious persuasions.

Mr. Fox's principle receives, however, a still

more striking illustration from those who differ

from me regarding them, and who falsely im-

pute to them republican principles— They un-

doubtedly cherish the doctrines of civil liberty

with peculiar warmth and feelings the inevitable

a 3
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consequence of any species of jealous disability

or restraint ; and on this account there are some

who would be sorry to see that spirit destroyed,

by breaking up their exclusions, and throwing

them without distinction into the oblivious mass

of the people.

The moral certainty of this obvious conse-

quence deserves the utmost attention in the

consideration of the Roman Catholic question.

Educated myself in an almost superstitious re-

pugnance to that religion, (though I have the

highest opinion of, and the most sincere regard

for very many of its members,) I found it diffi-

cult at first to bring up my mind to the admini-

stration of this onhj specific for its gradual de-

cline and extinction : but I shall now never hesi-

tate a moment for applying it; independently of

all the other great principles so powerfully in-

sisted upon by Fox in the volumes now before

me ; but I never can admit that there is any

foundation whatsoever for emancipating their

Spiritual Pastors from that dependence upon

the civil government which is submitted to by

our Protestant Bishops and Clergy, and even

by Catholics themselves in the Catholic states.

In 1793, we find Mr. Fox equally conspicu-

ous in support of the same principles, when in

a season of great alarm, new lares were pro-

posed for the punishment of sedition and of

traitorous correspondence— nothing could be
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more false or wicked than the cahimnies of that

day, which represented him as sheltering the

disturbers of the public tranquillity— his object

was quite the reverse— it was to remove the dis-

turbances by the vigorous administration of our

ancient laws, which he held to be sufficient for the

emergency : it was to put to shame the false-

hood of French principles, by holding up those

of England in their undefiled, unsullied beauty,

and to oppose a spirit of change and revolution,

by changing nothing, idthout urgent cause^ m
our own venerable constitution.

This principle even strikingly distinguishes

his speech, when in 1793, he supported a mo-
tion to reform it ; and nothing certainly which

the wit or wisdom of man ever prompted, il-

lustrated its value with greater force or truth,

than when he said, " that if by a j^^culiai" in-'

" teiyosition of Divine Fower^ all the wisest

" 7ne)i of every age and every country, could be

" collected into one assembly, he did not believe

" that their united wisdom would be capable of
aforming a tolerable constitution'^— What re-

buke could be greater to the ignorance and pre-

sumption which characterised the time he spoke

in ? What stronger pledge that his purpose was

to preserve our own ? A constitution, not con-

structed by assembled theorists, but growing up

from natural and often accidental causes,through

the lapse of many ages, to maturity ; a consti-

tution which, therefore, mocks and puts ta

a 4
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sliame every abstract, theoretical reformer, and

which can suffer no alteration but in conformity

with the whole, and that only which the most

obvious use and even necessity justifies. Mr.

Fox's purpose, in his own words, was " not to

" pull down, but to work upon it, to examine
^' it with care and reverence, to reimirit where
*' decayed, to amend it where defective, to prop
" it where it wanted support, and to adapt it

" to the purposes of the present time, as our

" ancestors had done from generation to gene-
'' ration, always transmitting it, not only unim^
" paired, but improved, to their posterity^ *

Nothing can be more happily expressed than

this short sentence, because it keeps in view

what has ruined the cause of reform, when lost

sight of— that our whole history, from its begin-

ning, has been a perpetual and gradual system

of reformation. If all who mixed themselves

with this delicate and momentous subject, had

held this sound and safe language, and had

acted v/ith good faith upon the principles so

justly adopted and illustrated upon that occa-

sion by Lord Grey, whose speech, both for wis-

dom and eloquence, was of the highest order,

the cause of reform, in spight of all obstacles,

would have become popular ; but it received an

almost deadly blow in the very outset from the

See Vol. V. p. 109,
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rashness of great numbers of mistaken peo-

ple, who, instead of following in his well chosen

path, sent forth from every part of the kingdom,

such unprincipled, inflammatory, and ignorant

reflections upon the other branches of the go-

vernment, and indeed upon its whole frame and

structure, as to alarm and disgust the great body

of men of rank and property, without whose

support no useful reformation in the govern-

ment of any civilised nation can ever be brought

about.

These few instances may furnish, I think,

a sufficient clue for following Mr. Fox through

the many other questions of domestic policy,

which are the subjects of these volumes. Ir>

the debates regarding our external relations, in

which the characters of gi'eat statesmen are

more prominent and important, the reader will

find everywhere the same principles; the same
contempt for every system of artifice or vio-

lence, and the same reliance upon the effects of

good will and plain dealing, of openness and

kindness, which apply as universally, and as

surely to the restoration of peace between con-

tending nations, as they notoriously do to all

differences between individual men.

In all the questions, therefore, regarding Ire-

land, whether they related to our connection

with her when a distinct people under her own
Parliament, or drawn into our bosom by the
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itnion which has happily taken place, the same

opinions illustrate and characterize Mr. Fox.

He was an enemy to all artificial restraints when
put in the scale against liberal intercourses— he

thought with Mr. Burke, "that our affidavits and
" our sufferances, our dockets and our clearances,

" were not the great securities ofour commerce;'*

that the earth was large enough for the full and

overflowing prosperity of all nations ; and that a

partnership never could be thriving, which im-

poverished any branch of it.

We find him also, in the ripeness of his civil

wisdom, strenuously opposing himself to the

insane policy, which gave birth to the revolu-

tionary war with America and to her United

States— yet such is often the dominion of

prejudice and error, even in the most enlight-

ened communities, that I am old enough to

remember the immortal orations of Burke upon

that momentous subject, delivered to the almost

empty benches of the House of Commons, filled

only by her infatuated majorities when his

warning voice had ceased : yet, now that time

and events have pronounced their awful judg-

ments, no man would hazard his character in

the most private circle by supporting opinions,

which, for a long time triumphed in Parliament,

and enflamed the great body of this people,

until one half of our empire was severed from

the other. " So paltry a sum as three pence iu

" the eyes of a financier— so insignificant aa
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" article as tea, in the eyes of a philosopher,

" shook the pillars of a commercial empire that

" circled the whole globe.'

Upon the same principle, Mr. Fox, had he

been now living, would have rejoiced in the

peace which has been recently made ; he would

have exerted all his eloquence to secure its con-

tinuance, and would have counselled the pe-

remptory duty of forbearing from every topic of

irritation, of rejecting a narrow system of policy

regarding her, and of opening our parental arms

to renew the feelings of confidence and affection,

which " common names and kindred blood"

might yet restore and perpetuate. England

has declared by her Ministers in Parliament,

that she claims no rights, but those which are

common to all nations. Such rights cannot

be doubtful, since what they are, the universal

voice of nations must pronounce ; and, in cases

where their exercise may become harsh and

inconvenient, he will approve himself the best

statesman and the truest friend of both coun-

tries, who shall devise the best means of putting

at an endless distance every cause of strife.

Another conspicuous subject of Mr. Fox's

eloquence, was the portentous phenomenon of

the French Revolution ; and on this mighty

question of national interest, which, from its

new and extraordinary nature, could not but

produce strong differences of opinion between

the best private friends, and amongst the most
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honest and enlightened statesmen, it was my
wish and my design to have been altogether si-

lent, more especially as we are at this moment,

I fear, in the very midst of the storm, and as I

was besides, most anxious to avoid even the ap-

pearance of a wish to revive political contro-

versy. In raising this humble, but affectionate

monument to his memory, I felt that I ought

not only to guard it from being defaced, but

should invite it to be surrounded by honest

and enlightened men of all parties and opi-

nions ; at the same time, when I came to

consider how very important a part it formed

of his public character, I found it indivspen-

sable to touch, though slightly and generally,

upon this difficult, delicate, and complicated

subject. — I shall, therefore, very shortly advert

to his opinions, but without any argument in

their support— they are already, indeed, mat-

ter of history ; and as they cannot at all

govern our present duties, under circumstan-

ces so very different, I shall leave them
" without impatience, to the vicissitudes of
" opinion, and the impartiality of a future

" generation."

It was the constant theme, then, of Mr. Fox,

as w^ill appear over and over again throughout

these volumes, that the true policy of this

country regarding France at that period, inde-

pendently of not interfering with the internal

government of any nation, was to leave her to

the good or evil of her own revolution — He
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thought, whilst her desperate and distracted

factions were balancing, and almost daily des-

troying one another, that whatever they might

declare or publish, or however, in the frenzy of

the moment, they might denounce the govern-

ments of surrounding nations, they had no

power to enforce their threats ; and that so far

from there being any danger of France, so cir-

cumstanced, overpowering her neighbours by
conquest, she was likely herself to sink in the

storm she had raised. He was convinced, that

if the states of Europe had acted upon this opi-

nion, contenting themselves with taking secu-

rity by prudent councils against the contagion

of disorganising principles so much appre-

hended, husbanding their finances, and stand-

ing upon their guard against invasion by
great military establishments, instead of in-

vading France, she could not, upon any hu-

man calculation, have so suddenly extended

her dominion over so many mighty nations. I

purposely avoid all design of considering or

questioning her aggressions at that period, or

of disputing the justification of war against her,

if it was prudent in that manner to wage it.

To enter upon this would be raising the very

spirit of controversy which I [have disclaimed.

I am only recording Mr. Fox's sentiments, and
shall, therefore, content myself with the fact,

that the Duke of Brunswick published his fatal

manifesto, and invaded France. At that period,

and under those circumstances, Mr. Fox, in
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his letter to his constituents,* ridiculed the idea

of her conquest, and he was justified by the

event — By this ill-timed assault upon her terri-

tory, accompanied by the disgusting threat of

utterly exterminating the principles and authors

of the revolution, contending factions were an-

nihilated by a common danger to all ; the citi-

zens of Paris who had been cutting one another's

throats in the streets without knowing where-

fore; knew then, to a man, that they must unite

for their existence as a people ; and the world

exhibits no parallel to the exertions of France :

she du«c into the mansions of the dead for the

fabric of her powder, and forged the irons

which surrounded her churches and public edi-

fices into weapons of war : the spirit which

inspired her was not merely the spirit of free-

dom, always undaunted however misdirected,

but was inflamed and elevated by terror and

despair, when caught in the moment of dis-

organization by the numerous armies which

surrounded her, proscribed as she was by the

whole European world— It did not, in my
opinion, require Mr. Fox's sagacity to predict

the result of this unequal contest.— The nations

of Europe at that period, whatever they might

have had to fear, had then actually stiffered

nothing from the French revolution ; so that

whilst on the one hand, the French armies,

however undisciplined, were in fact a people

* See Appendix to Vol. IV.
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in arms, the invading force was only brought

^p to the charge by the cold and lifeless

principle of military discipline, without a

national object, and by subjects rather disgust-

ed with their own governments, than with

the changes they had only heard of in France.

Well, therefore, might Mr. Fox on that occa-

sion, when the conquest of France was antici-

pated, exclaim against the feeble pencil of Cer-

vantes— from the very course then pursued to

conquer her, he conceived, she became invuU

nerable; because having no means left of exis-

tence as a nation, but by forming her popula-

tion into a vast camp, and depending for her

security upon military skill and exertion, she

was not at all likely to be the victim of any com-

Ijination amongst the old governments of Eu-

rope, jealous of one another, and not excited

by a counteracting motive, of an equally pro-

jectile force.

When her government was thus established,

no matter whether for good or for evil, and

war had arisen from resisting it in its commence-

ment, Mr. Fox still more strongly reprobated

as a monstrous proposition, that she was in-

capable in the pure abstract of maintain-

ing the usual relations of peace and amity.

He admitted, of course, most distinctly, that

Great Britain and all other powers were well

justified in looking to their own securities^ hut

be thought they should come at once to the de-
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cision of the securities they required, and not

haye. acted upon a declaration so vague and so

unexampled.

To this policy, which he condemned as erro-

neous, Mr. Fox imputed the disasters which

followed in his time— France, being thus put

under the bann of an undefined proscription,

a looser rein was undoubtedly given by it to

to her impetuous and dangerous course ; and

in faithfully recording Mr. Fox's principles

and opinions, it is impossible to refrain from

saying, that for a season at least there was too

much colour for her invasion of other nations.

What other security had she for her own inde-

pendence? Since not only no terms were offered

to her, but she was even denied the privilege

of offering any herself.

To the same policy we owe, perhaps, the

arduous but justifiable contest now preparing

against the military Ruler of France. No
republican, nor any other free system of govern-

ment, above all, commencing in the storm of a

revolution, had any possible chance of a con-

tinuance amongst a people so circumstanced—
a great military nation must be ruled by a great

military captain, and Napoleon happening to

return from Egypt at a most critical period, was

invested with the consular dignity ; a station

which, however faithfully it might have been

given or accepted as a civil magistracy, was

5
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likely to end, as it did, in his becoming the

military Imperator, whose purple he afterwards

assumed.

But when this vague system of warfare was

at last abandoned, when peace was offered upon

the ordinary principles of security, when the

treaty of Amiens was actually made, and when
(without at all discussing the immediate causes

or principles of its short continuance) Buona-

parte more manifestly began to pursue the most

audacious, unprincipled and unbounded system

of ambition— when he conducted himself with

such violence and injustice to Holland, that to

use Mr. Fox's own words " were he master of the

" Use of colours, and could paint with skill, he
*' would take the darkest to delineate his conduct ;'*

— when, to use his own words again, as to the

oppression of Switzerland, from which, he said,

*' by treaty as well as upon every principle of
*' justice, he was bound to withdraw his troops,—to

** leave the country to itself, even under the rnise-

*' rable government he had given it, and to re-

" sped its independence ; he nevertheless had
*' established a dominion utterly repugnant to the

" principles and odious to the feelings of that

*' people:^"*— when, afterwards, by a compli-

cated system of fraud, treachery, and violence,

he overran and butchered the Spanish nation,

endeavom'ing, after ages of darkness, to vindi-

cate and assert her own independence, and the

VOL. I. b
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general cause of freedom : — when, to leav6

details which serve only to weaken the view of

his odious and unprincipled plans of universal

mischief, he became in his own person what
it had been before absurd to predicate of a
nation— the whole principle and character of

the war was altered. Its origin, politicians

might still continue to remove from them-

selves and cast it upon their opponents ; but

its prosecution was no longer matter of choice

but of painful and cruel necessity. For a

long and dreadful interval, France continu-

ed to be the proud, revengeful, and desolat-

ing assailant ; whilst the surrounding nations,

discomfited by their unsuccesful contest when
they were in the wrong, had not yet ac-

quired the just confidence which almost always

belongs to those who are in the right— hence

they were every where overthrown ; and if,

after the subjugation of so many kingdoms, and

the defection of others from the confederacy,

he had stopped short in his hostile career, when

the independence of France and his own se-

curity had been asserted by his unparalelled ex-

ertions, his dynasty, whatever might have

followed from it, would, in all probability, have

been as well established as any other in Europe

or in the world.—By his divorce from Josephine,

and his marriage with Maria Louisa of Austria,

he appeared for a while to have adopted this

peaceful policy; but the restless and unpiin-
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cipled character of his mind betrayed him — he

was an evil spirit at variance with the social

spirit of the world, and persisted without due

reflection in his pernicious course:— how else

could he have hoped to enforce his Napoleon

system, which demanded of all nations the

surrender of every source of their prosperity ?

Men will submit to very evil systems of govern-

ment, whilst they are left in possession of their

property, and with the free and necessary in-

tercourses of the world ; but they will not con-

sent to be starved by an arbitrary system of

unmitigated restriction and exclusion, imposed

upon them by a foreign force, directed to

no object in which they have an interest, and

of which they cannot but be the victims.

To this almost insane delusion, Europe

owed the first dawnings of her deliverance.

Sovereigns not absolutely subjugated could

not possibly submit to it, and their ruined

people would not long have endured their

submission : their resistance enflamed the

temper of a man till then, except by Wel-
lington IN Spain, not successfully resisted,

and the grand and final catastrophe of Europe

was decided upon :— but when France, now
become lost to every idea of honor and freedom,

had thus given herself up, without a pang, and

even with a delirious exultation, to the do-

minion of one man, who, not contented with

b 2
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her base and ignominious subjection, endeavour-

ed to bend all the kingdoms of the earth to

his dominion, imposing upon their subjects

greater privations than they had ever felt under

the most defective of their own establishments,

nothing was then wanting but some highly

favourable opportunity for overthrowing so in-

tolerable and deeply-rooted a tyranny.— Such

an occasion, however, might never have pre-

sented itself, and in my opinion never would

;

but from the seemingly predestinated infatuation

of persisting in his odious system ofproscription,

and of his total forgetfulness of times and sea^

sons in the execution of his gigantic projects

:

but when they failed at last, and the tide of war,

impelled by the elements, pursued him in his

retreat, it was the war of united, justified, in-

dignant nations, and the avenging elements of

heaven.— Sovereigns were then no longer un-

principled invaders at the head of reluctant ^-
mies, but patriot leaders of their insulted and
injured people, repelling in their turn, like the

Frenckat the period of ^er revolution, an un-

principled invasion. The submission, therefore,

of France to her conquerors at the gates of

Paris, instead of lessening Mr. Fox's authority,

in my opinion establishes and confirms it-— On
the very ^ame principle that, in his tpne, France

could not be successfully invaded by the nations

of Europje, she could not lateli/ resist their in-

vasion; .and I entertain no doubt at all that if
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he had been then living, his sagacity would

h&ve predicted the event.

My reason for this last observation was only

to vindicate the truth of his prediction that

France was invulnerable, from the charge often

made of its having turned out to be unfounded

when she submitted to her invaders. For the

truth, however, of my remark, nor for any

reasonings of my own on which it was founded,

he is in no way responsible— his memory
must in no manner be implicated by opinions

which he never delivered, and which could be

built only upon events that he did not live to

see -^ as little can J presume to support by his

authority, the view I entertain of our present

situation, on whicli, however, I cannot with

safety be altogether silent, lest whilst from the

warnith of friendship I have Jjeen illustrating

Mr. Fox's principles, I might be supposed here-

after to have departed from my own.

None of his opinions^ then, regarding the

French Revolution, which I have referred to in

my letter, in all of which I concurred with him
in Parliamerit, and still maintain inviolate, have

in my judgment, any bearing whatsoever upon

Our relations at this moment with France, nor

can govern or affect the momentous question of

peace or war. The policy of the one or the

other, as most likely to promote in the end the

b 3
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tranquillity of the world, it would be wholly be-

side my purpose to touch upon : How far the Em-
peror Napoleon, after having seen the ruinous

consequences of his past misconduct, might not

be as likely to preserve peace in Europe, as any

Other government, established by force of arms ;

— whether, supposing that expectation to be

irrational and the Allies to be again at the gates

of Paris, greater difficulties might not arise than

even occurred before, in dealing with a nation

of such vast power, extent, and population ;
—

or whether, supposing the comparative safety

of war to be obvious and unquestionable, great

obstacles may not present themselves hereafter

to its successful prosecution, from the internal

state of our country, are momentous considera-

tions which the proper forums must decide :
—

but these difficulties ought not to be increased

by any doubt regarding the piincijjle of the con-

test ; because, supposing the Emperor Napoleon

to be at this moment the universal choice of the

French people, of which there is no siifflcient evi~

dence, Great Britain and her Allies would still

have a justifiable cause of war against France.

No man can hold more sacred than I do, the

right of every people to the government of their

own choice, nor is prepared more constantly or

more firmly to resist all interference by force

with the internal concerns of an unoffending

>fATiON ; but no writer upon public law has
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ever denied or doubted, that states are justified

in combining to resist aggressions, and in tak-

ing security against their recurrence, by hostile

invasion and conquest — this was precisely the

late condition of the combined powers of Eu-

rope with regard to France — after repelling her

from their invaded territories, they followed

her into her own, and hostilities were closed by

a treaty under the walls of her capital, when

they might have dissolved her government by

the sword.

WTiatever opinioris divided us in other pe-

riods of the war, it is surely now too late to

deny, that to this confederacy our country

became a legitimate party— indeed, the whole

pressure upon the states of Europe, which they

combined to resist, was only that we might be

wounded through thei?' sides— the Napoleon

system, as it affected their commerce, was of no

value to its author, but as it might involve the

destruction of oui^s— On that clear, national in-

terest, our accession to the confederacy was

supported in parliament; the most alarming

demands upon our finances were upon no other

principle submitted to ; and when the great

object of it was apparently accomplished, the

victorious sovereigns, and the great men eni^

ployed in their service, were received amongst

us with an enthusiasm, which, if we had not

b 4
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been deeply interested in their achievements,

would have been the height of folly, and, if not

sanctioned by the justice of their cause, would

have been a national degradation.

They had not achieved (though it was in

their power) a sanguinary conquest ; but, to

avert the destruction of property and the shed-

ding of innocent blood, had proposed, in the

language of the Emperor Alexander, to acknow-

ledge, and even to guarantee any governjnent

which should be the choice of the French

people, xmth the exception only of the Autho7- of
so many evils and calamities, and all the members

of his family. — subject to that exception, they

invited the constituted authorities, which had

been appointed by himself to form a provisional

government, and to prepare a constitution the

most advantageous for France.

Under these circumstances, their right to sti-

pulate such terms cannot possibly be denied

;

they were warranted upon every principle of

public law, nor can their justice or moderation

be disputed ;— but, what ends all question con-

cerning them, they were accepted and acted

upon by all who could be considered the repre-

sentatives of the nation. The Municipal Coun-

cil of Paris, in answer to the Emperor Alexan-

der's declaration, after the preface of a furious
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anathema against Napoleon, uith a detailed

Catalogue of his enormities, and of the miseries

they had brought upon their cozm^rz/, declared

unanimously, that they formally renounced, all

obedience to him, and expressed their ardent

wish that the French monarchy should be re-

established in the person of Louis the 18tli,

and his lawful successors.

The Conservative Senate followed immedi-

ately in the steps of the Municipal Council, and

whoever refers to it, as well as to the former^ will

find the denunciation of a greater aggregate of

crime, and of just forfeiture of all trust or con-

fidence, than could be collected from the lives

of all the tyrants ever existing upon earth ;
—

they then declared that he had forfei^ted: the

throne, that the hereditary right ,^tablj«hed

in his family was abolished, and the . Frencli

people and their armies relieved from the oaths

of fidejity they had sworn to hkni£5:>j i£i:r.\J'

The Provisional Government soon afterwar.ds

adopted the same course^ by the, publieationQf

an address to the French arm.iesrcoiiclu^ng in

these emphatical words: ":iFaw aresjioAmiger

the soldiers of NujwleoyU the zSendt^ <W'd:all

France relieve youfictm i/Qur^^^x! :o zsylz^.a^^

To these solemn acts of. exclusion, Napoleon
soon afterwards became a party ; and for him-
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selfand his heirs formally renounced the thrones

of France and Italy.

These acts of all the French authorities even

now, with a few exceptions, representing the

French nation by Napoleon's own consent,

deserve the utmost consideration. If their

public declarations just referred to had been

founded, like the Emperor's own act of abdica-

tion, upon the mere pressure of necessity ;— if,

after expressing their affection for his person,

their duty to his sovereignty, and their deep re-

gret at the surrender of its advantages, (a pre-

amble to which the Allied Powers, if they at-

tained their object, could have framed no rea-

sonable objection) ; — if after such a preamble

they had then submitted to his exclusion for

the great object of national safety, they

might now have had some foundation for tell-

ing other nations, that they embraced him
again on his return as the constant object of their

choice, and that the principle of his exclusion

was unjust ;—they might now, with some coun-

tenance, have denied the dangerous principles

imputed to him by other governments, and

have insisted upon the still greater injustice of

again combining to dethrone him, under the

new circumstances which had taken place. — But

whoever perusesthe documentsby whichthey {the

French people), proceeded to exclude Napoleon

from the throne, will there find (and they ougjht
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to be fead by every man in Europe and In the

world*), that France now proclaims her deter-

mination, against her own national treaty, to be

ruled by a man whose government she herself in

the great public acts by which she destroyed it,

had solemnly declared to have been utterly in-

compatible with her own liberties, and with the

security of all other states,

I may, perhaps, be excused as a lawyer for

a comparison of this claim of a nation with the

utmost extent of private right, under the freest

system of law— A man may keep in England

any kind of animal he pleases for his own use or

amusement, and if impleaded on the charge of

his being mischievous, may defend himself by
proving it to be false ;— but no judge or jury

would sit to hear his evidence, if he himself had

written and published, and placarded the very

walls of the court with a declaration, that his

favorite had bitten all his neighbours, and that

he verily believed him to be mad.

It is not, therefore, necessary to have re-

course to the proclamation of the allies for a

justification of renewed hostility— it is to be

found in ^hese proceedings of France— She

* They may be all seen in the appendix to a most able

pamphlet, addressed as a letter to Lord Erskine, " On the
*' present situation of France and Europe; accompanied by
*' official documents." Printed for Murray, Albemarle Street,
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herselfhas proclaimed to the universe, in themost

public acts of her government, that there was no

trust or coiifidence to be reposed inJier Chief*
'" ;: r ;? ""JO

This was the true principle x)f the original

convention which demanded his exclusion :
—

the evils which Europe had suffered from his

dominion laere in my ojnnion, its only jiistiji-

cation — nations whose securities are not

clearly and essentially aifected by revolutions in

other governments, have no right whatever to

make them the foundations of war, or to over-

throw them by conquest— the ministers of

this country who made war upon France in

1793, professed no such principle : — Lord
Grenville would, I am persuaded, disavow it.

They justified the contest upon their assumjyfion,

that our own safety, and that of all Europe, was

at that period deeply affected by the French

TevohitioYi^—' a proposition of fact, which was

denied by Mr. Fox.

- It is jto answer to sav, that all these acts of

the French authorities, and the abdication of

Napoleon, were acts of compulsion and neces-

sity -r^-undoubtedly they were— but does not

that very view X)f it replace the allies in tlieir

original position also? When a ship strikes

her colours, is it not equally an act of necessity

and compulsion ?— but if she hoists them again

after faith given to her subjiiission^hy the^lawi
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of war she may be sunk. This is precisely the

condition at this moment of the allied Sovereigns

who invaded France-— the very soul of the

convention was the exclusion of Napoleon and
his family from the throne— with their swords

in their hands they would accept no other

terms for their security ; and the terms were
agreed to.— How, then, can it possibly be con-

tended, that his return to Paris, because unre-

sisted by those who weix bound by their solemn

engagement to resist him entitles France to re-

main unquestioned under his dominion, in

violation and contempt of a treaty by which her

conquest had been averted? Such a doctrine

would be obviously subversive of the law of na-

tions : — but on the other hand, this clear prin-

ciple of the confederacy, though the most un-

bounded success should attend it, ought not to be
overstepped : -^— the securities demanded for

Europe should not be ideal, or arbitrary, but be
supported by facts and experience ; — the inde-

pendence of France must not be struck at, nor

the opinions of her people disregarded when
compatible with the peace of the world,

: It is impossible to close this review of

Mr. Fox's parliamentary exertions, without

adverting to the object of his very last motion
in the House of Commons;— an object for

which he had laboured with many eminent men
of all political parties and opinions, for nearly
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twenty years— its accomplishment which fol-

lowed but a few months afterwards, would have

raised our country, even if she had no other

illustration, to stand unrivalled amongst nations,

and to look up to God Himself to pronounce

— " Well done thou good and faithful servant"

— the Abolition of the Slave Trade leaves

every other triumph of humanity and justice

almost out of sight behind it, and well entitled

Mr. Fox to declare, " that if, during the forty

" years he had sat in parliament, he had been

*^ so fortunate as to accomplish that object, and
" THAT ONLY, he should think he had done

" ENOUGH, and could retirefrom public life with

" the conscious satisfaction that he had done his

"« duty:'

One short sentence more belongs imperiously

to this subject— the name of Wilberforce

cannot be separated from it— it is of the ut-

most importance to mankind pei-petually t6

remember, that immortal honor and reputation

are the sure rewards of those by whose virtu-

ous, patient, unconquerable perseverance, the

blessed cause of universal freedom has been

advanced, and the lingering progression of the

world urged on in its slow and mysterious

course.

Being now brought to the conclusion of my
letter, and running it over ftoo hastily I fearJ

5
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before I could venture to comply with your re-

quest that it should be published, I cannot but

look back as to the happiest and most honor-

able circumstance of my life, that I thought

and acted with Mr. Fox, through so consider-

able a part of his time, and that now, in my
retirement from the world, (for so I have

considered it since my professional course has

been closed for ever), I have had the opportu-

nity of thus publicly expressing my veneration

for his memory— When I followed him to the

grave, I was unable from sorrow to support with

decent firmness the high place which my sta-

tion at that period assigned me in the mourn-

ful procession, and even now, when thus en-

gaged in the review of his splendid and illus-

trious career, I cannot but feel the most affec-

tionate and painful regret : — seeking a kind of

consolation with his numerous friends, from his

being in a manner still living in the Represen-

tative of his Family. Lord Holland's personal

resemblance has strikingly increased as his age

has been advancing to the period of Mr. Fox's

meridian— in private life we find in him the

same popular manners, arising from the frank-

ness and simplicity of his character,— the like,

rare union of ardour and gentleness— that

singular cast of mind, stimulated as it were

by a never-ceasing and fervent interest in every

possible subject connected with public spirit

or private justice ; and in parliament we see
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him, like Fox, the honest advocate for univer-

sal but well-balanced liberty, and distinguished,

like him, by a bold, manly, vigorous, and im-

petuous eloquence.

I am, Sir,

To Your obedient Servant,

Mr. J. Wright, ERSKINE.

Panton Square,



CONTENTS

OF

THE FIRST VOLUME.

1770.

Jan.

Feb.

Dec.

9-

12.

6.

1771.

Feb. 27.

March 25.

1772,



CONTENTS.

Page
Petitions for Reconciliation with America 30

The Same 31

Feb. 2. Address to the King upon the Disturbances in

North America 33
13. Augmentation of the Forces 35

20. Lord North's Proposition for Conciliation with

America 36

March 6. Bill for restraining the Commerce of the New
England Colonies, and prohibiting their

Fishing on the Banks of Newfoundland 38

May 15. Mr. Burke's Motion for bringing up a Repre-
sentation and Remonstrance from the General
Assembly of New York 41

Oct. 26. Lord John Cavendish's Amendment to the

Address on the King's Speech at the Open-
ing of the Session 43

Nov. I. Returns of the British Army in America 46
2. Bill for embodying the Militia 47

20. American Prohibitory Bill 48

Dec. 8. The Same , „ 50

Nov. 22. Mr. Fox's Motion for an Account of the Ex-
pence of the British Army in America 51

1776.

Feb. 20. Mr. Fox's Motion for an Enquiry into the

Causes of the ill Success of the British Army
in North America 52

April 24. The Budget „ 55
Oct. 31. Lord John Cavendish's Amendment to tlie

Address on the King's Speech at the Opening
of the Session , ^%

Nov. 6. Lord John Cavendish's Motion for the Revisal
of all the Laws by which the Americans
think themselves aggrieved 62

Bill for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act in

America, &c 66
The Same 69
Arrears of the Civil List 74
Birmingham Play-House Bill 80

Admission of Strangers into the Gallery of the
House of Commons 81

May 9. Motion for an A ddition to the Incomes of the
Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland 82

Mr. Fox's Motion respecting Mr. Speaker
Norton's Speech to the King, on presenting

1777



CONTENTS. li

o. ... ^nsi^Ke'^mffbr'' file' better Support of His
"^^

•••"•""" Majesty's Household g .

May 14. The Budget ...,.„.. 88
21. East India Company's Affairs — Deposition

and Imprisonment of Lord Pigot go
Nov. i8. Address on the King's Speech at the Opening

^2 ..
— of the Session 02

Dec. 2. Mr. Fox's Motion for an Enquiry into the State
of the Nation or

1778. -

Jan. 29. Exclusion of Strangers from the Gallery of the
House of Commons loi

Feb. 2. Mr. Fox's Motion in a Committee on the State
of the Nation, *' That no more of the Old
Corps be sent out of the Kingdom" 102

, 4. ,
IVtr. Fox's Motion on the State of the British

Forces in America 112

17. 'Lord North's Propositions for Conciliation with
America ija

" March 16. Mr. George Grenville's Motion respecting a
Treaty between France and the revolted
Colonies in North America « 118

19. Mr. Fox's Motion relative to the failure of the

Sii- : Expedition from Canada 120
Apr^// i]^. Mr. Powys's Motion for declaring the Ame-

ricans Independent 122

r- :May..'.a8# Mr. Hartley's Motion against the Prorogation
£jiLi oJ 1' of Parliament, and for putting a Stop to the

wniriaqf : /American War ^ 126

?'^ovt^—.»6»' Mr. Thomas Townshend's Amendment to the

ifigjvs^ iuij Address on the King's Speech at the Opening
ftnfioiisiuA of the Session , i^o

Feb. 12. Contractor's Bill « 139
. March 3. Mr. Fox's Motion of Censure on the Conduct
^^' ' '""of the Admiralty, in sending out Admiral
t"^ •"'-''-• Keppel with too small a Force 140
-^\' 8. Mr. Fox's Motion 01 the State of the Navy upon

the breaking out of the War with France 151

22. Mr. Fox's Motion of Censure en Administration
for not sending- out Reinibrcements to Lord
Howe at New York 160

April 19. Mr. Fox's Mo^on for the Removal of the Earl
of Sandwich, First Lord of the Admiralty ... 164

29. Enquiry into the Conduct of the American War 171

May 3. The Same «.. 175

c 2



lii CONTENTS.

1779.



CONTENTS. liii

Page
Sir George Savile's Motion for referring Ihe
Petition from the delegated Counties, for a
Redress of Grievances, to a Committee of
the whole House.

Mr. Burke's Motion for an Enquiry into the
Seizure and Confiscation of Private Property

332

in the Island of St. Eustatius ^^^
30. Mr. Hartley's Motion for a Bill to restore Peace

with America srn

June II. Public Accountants' Bill 370
12. Mr. Fox's Motion for a Committee to take into

Consideration the State of the American War 377
May 28. Mr. Fox's Bill for the Repeal of the Marriage

Act 398
June 7. The Same 400

J 5. The Same 405
20. The Same 418

27. The Same 410
Nov. 27. Mr. Fox's Amendment to the Address on the

King's Speech at the Opening of the Session 421

30. Mr. Thomas Pitt's Motion for delaying the
Supplies 440

Dec. 20. Motion for an Adjournment — Conduct of the
Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the Ad-
miralty , , 443

c 3



V "> i,"l

A

-A
A



INDEX OF REFERENCE
TO THE

LEADING SUBJECTS,

AND TO THE

VARIOUS MATTERS INCIDENTALLY REFERRED TO

IN MR. FOX'S SPEECHES.

A BATEMENT of an impeach-
"^^ ment by a dissolution of par-

liament, iv. 1 25.
Abolition of the slave trade, iii. 387.

iv. II. 180.376. V. 55. 193.384.
vi. 116. 157.400.648. 658.

Adam, Mr., duel between him and
Mr. Fox, i. 204. ii. 252.

Addresses, nature and extent ofpar-
liamentary, to the King, iii. 298.

Additional force bill, vi. 569.
Administration, motion for an ef-

ficient one, ii. 365. 397.
Aids, voluntary, to government, ii.

106.347. V. 226.

Alien Bill, v. i.

America, impolicy and injustice of

taxing her, i. 28, 29. 42. 53. 89.

V. no.
, petitions for reconcili-

ation with, i. 30. 34.
-, Lord North's propositions

for conciliation with, i. 36. 114.

-, Bill for restraining her fish-

ery, i. 38.

, expence of the British

army m, 1. 51.

, enquiry into the causes

of the ill success of the British

arms in, i. 52.

, independence of, i. 60.

6^. 95. 102. 112. 114. 122. 126.

359- 377- 426. ii. 29. 37.97.107.
109. v. no.

, state of the British forces

m, I. 112.

America, peace with, i. 185. 359.
ii. 29. 37. 97. 119. 126.

American war, i. 42. 44. 46. 48. 50.

52.55.59.63.71.88.92.95. 102.
112. 114. n8. 120. 126. 135. 160.

171. 185. 206.216.282. 359. 377.
426. ii. 29. 37. 97.

independence, i. 60. 6^,

92. 95. 102. 112. 114. 122. 126.

359-377-426.ii. 29.37. 97. 107.
109.

prohibitory bill, i.48.

Arcot, debts ofthe Nabob of, iii. 45.
Aristocracy, iv. 228.

Armed neutrality, vi. 424.
Army, augmentation of the, v. 178.

, hmited service in the, vi. 651.
Assessed taxes, vi. 370.
Auckland, Lord, his memorial to

the States General, v. 41 . 84.
Austria, v, 488. vi. 190.

B

Bank of England, stoppage of cash
payments at the, vi. 286.

Barracks, v. 49. vi. 149, 229.
Bastile, destruction of the, iv. 427.
Bedchamber lords, ii. 272. iii 452.
Bedford, Francis Duke of, his cha-

racter, vi. 466.
Belgium, vi. 277. 282.

Benevolences, ii. 106. 347. v. 226.
Bill of rights, v. 232.
Blackstone, Mr. Justice, vi. 637.
Boston port bill, i. 26.

c 4



Ivi INDEX OF REFERENCE.

Bourbon, house of, iii.24. 335* v.472.

vi. 96. 184. 391. 404. 459. 464.
Boyd, Messrs., terms of the loan

cojitracted with, vi. 132.

British constitution, ii. 172. 321. iv.

52. 222. 234. 410, 411. 450. 461.
V. 10. 29. 109. 286. 312. 349. 391.
vi. 8.14. 42.45. 224.347.

Brunswick, house of, iii. 420. iv. 5.

453-
.

Brunswick, Duke of, his manifesto,

iv. 447. V. 156.

Buonaparte, vi. 409. 449. 462. 464.

49+- 497- 522.

Burgoyne, General, i. 173. 181. 351.
Burke, Mr., i. 351. iii. 306. 465. iv.

43. 51. 69. 72. 2CO. V. 4. 112.

vi. 65. 188.

, his plan ofeconomical
reform, i. 222. 233.

-, Mr. Hastings's com-
plaint of words spoken by him in

Westminster Hall, iii. 465.
-, difference of opinion

between him and Mr. Fox respect-

ing the French Revolution, iv. 32.

separation between
him and Mr. Fox. iv. 200.

Camden, Lord, v. 187.

Canada, failure of the expedition

from, i. 120.

Catholic emancipation, see Roman
Catholics.

Charles the First, i. 261.

Charles the Second, reign of, vi. 54.
Chatham, Earl of, i. 45.206. 315.

374.396. 425. ii.321. 342. 344.
V. 225. vi. 68. 159.

Christian religion, iv. 57. 66. 145.
V. 255. 257. 291, 292. vi. 395.

Church of England, iv. 5, 6. 64. 71.

242. 420^
Civil list, arrears of the, i. 74.83.

246. iii. 214. vi. 473.
Clergy, iv. 66. 7 1

.

Coalition of parties, ii. 130. 140, 141.

153- 252. 319.346.352.373.381.
401.

Coalition between Mr. Fox andLord
12

North, ii. 122. 130. 140. 142. 155.

252. 346.
Commercial credit, interference of

parliament in support of, v. 9 1 . 484.
Committal of the Lord Mayor to the

Tower, for discharging the prin-

ters, i. 8.

Commutation act, iii. 15.

Constitution, British, ii. 172. 321.

iv. 52. 222.234. 410, 411. 450.

461. V. 10. 29. 109. 286. 312. 349.

391. vi. 8. 14.42.45.224.347.
Constructive treason, i. 312.

Contraband of war, vi. 428.
Continental connections, i. 189. iii.

331- vi. 534- 537-621.
Conti-actor, and the minister, mutual

obligation between the, i. 139.

Contractors for government, impro-

priety oftheir sitting in the House
of Commons, i. 139. ii. 35.

Corn regulation bill, iv. 17^.

Corn, high price of, v. 505. vi. 405.
Cornwallis, Earl, ii. 209. 298.

Corporation and test acts, iii. 310.

iv. I. ^^. 147. 241. 418. 459.
Corsica, v. 323. 338.
Criminal justice, administration of,

V 3-

Criminal law of Scotland, v. 218.

Crown, influence of the, i. 79. 224.

243. 258. ii. 176. 345.

D
Debating societies, ir. 461.
Defence of the country, Mr. Fox's

motion on the, vi. 551.
Delegates, petition of the, for a re-

dress of grievances, i. 332.
Dissenters, protestant, iii. 316. iv. 4.

60.

Divorce Bill, Williams's, ii. 163.

Dock Yards, motion for fortifying

the, iii. 198.

Dramatic exhibitions, utility of, i. 8 1

.

Dumourier, General, v. 199. 379.

E

East India aflPairs, i. 90. 251. ii. 106.

187. 192. 196. iii. no. 173. 239.
iv. 102. 139. 270. 302. 370. v. 64.



INDEX OF REFERENCE. Ivii

East India Company's charter, re-

'4,. newal of, i. 252. v. 118.

East India bills, Mr. Fox's, ii. 196.

283. iii. 173. 239. 374.
bill, Mr. Pitt's, ii. 324.

iii. I.

declaratory bill, iii. 368.

Economical reform, i. 222. 225.

233.250.
Edward the Third, statute of the

25th of, V. 77. 79. 82. vi. 50. 75.

330-
Egypt, VI. 509.513.
Ellenborough, Lord Chief Justice,

his appointment to a seat in the

cabinet, vi. 631.
Erskine, Mr., iv. 253. v. 12. 83. 343.

vi. 10.

Established church, iv. 237.420.
Eustatius, St.jconfiscation of private

property iq, i. 353.
Excise lavi^s, iv. 22. 26. 79.

Falkland Islands, iv. 114.

Family compact, iii. 277. iv. 142.

Fayette, M. De La, imprisonment
of, V. 199. 212. 380. 416. vi. 192.

Fitzwilliam, Earl, ii. 254.259. v. 424.

456. vi. 309. 444. .45 1. 609.

Fox, Mr., causes of his resignation

in 1782, ii. 73. 91.

, his addresses to the electors

of Westminster in 1784, ii. 437.
, his letter to the electors of

Westminster, v. 485.
Foreign troops, i. 48. iii. 338. v. 184.

190.

Foreigners, employment of, in mi-

litary trusts, v. 184. 245.
Forfeited estates, restoration of the,

iii. 14.

France, war with, in 1778, i. 132.137.

, peace with, in 1783, ii. 120.

126.188.

, treaty of commerce with,

iii. 253. 260. 332.
conduct of, towards Great

Britain, iii. 254. 273. 277. 332.
', the natural political enemy

of Great Britain, iii. 254. 273.

France, Revolution of, iv. 36.41.

51.65.77. 194. 199,200. 215.295.

411. 426. 466. 470. V. 3 1 8.

, situation of the royal family

of, iv. 48 1

.

, war with, iv. 454.466. v. 12.

16. 26. 38. 136. 153. 246. 293.

326. 412. vi. 178.484.
, Mr. Fox's motion for send-

ing a minister to Paris to treat

with the provisional government
of, iv. 473.

-, Mr. Fox's resolutions against

the war with, v. 38.

, Mr. Fox's motion for the

re-establishment of peace with,

v. 136.

, Mr. Whitbread's motion for

a separate peace with, v. 195.

, Mr. Fox's motion for put-

ting an end to the war with,

V. 293.
, finances of, v. 335. 490.

vi.97. 195.

, peace with, iv. 473. v. 136.

195- 293. 337- 367- 467- 498.
vi. 89. 106. 263. 3 19-. 383- 455-

—
, Mr. Grey's motion for peace

with, V. 367.
, Mr. Wilberforce's motion

respecting peace with, v. 467.
, king's message respecting

a negociation with the republic oY,

vi. 89.

, Mr. Grey's motion for peace
with, vi. 106.

, Mr. Fox's motion on the

conduct of the war with, vi. 178.

, king's message respecting

the rupture of the negociation for

peace with, vi. 263.

, Mr. Pollen's motion for

peace with, vi. 319.
, overtures of peace from

the consular government of, vi.

383-
. . .

-, address on the preliminaries

of peace with the republic of,

vi.455.

king's message relative to

the war with, vi. 484.
Francis, Mr., iii. 349.



Iviii INDEX OF REFERENCE.

Franklin, Dr., i. 397.
Free bottoms, vi.428.
French republic, iv. 470. 473.
French Revolution, iv. 36.41.51.

6^. 77. 194. 199. 200. 215. 295.
411. 426. 466. 470. V. 318. vi.

184. 465.
French principles, v. 6. 22. 88. 108.

154- 330'502. vi. 196.464.
Funding system, iii. 156. 163. 206.

213. vi.374. 439.

G

Gallery of the House of Commons,
propriety of admitting strangers
into the, i. 57. 81. loi.

Game laws, vi. 140.
Genoa, v. 411. vi. 398.
George the Second, his reign de-

scribed, i. 79. 134. comparison
between it and the reign of
George the Third, i. 79.

George the Third, plan of govern-
ment adopted during the reign
of, i. 206. 209. vi. 14.

.
^ comparison be-

tween his reign and that of Henry
the Sixth, i. 209.

-, his claim to the
throne founded upon the delin-

quency ofthe Stuart family, i. 210.
German despots, v. 380.
Germany, Emperor of, loan to the,

V- 374- 405- 475-
• " —, advances to,

without the consent of parlia-

ment, vi. 237. 252.
Gibraltar, ii. 102.

Gordon, Lord George, i. 344.
Government, in what the differ-

ence of an arbitrary and a free

one consists, i. 141.
Grattan, Mr., i. 216. iii. 97. v. 465.
Grenada, relief to the merchants

of, v. 483.
Grenville act, ii. 452. 479.
Grey, Mr., iv. 286.

Grievances, petition for the redress

of, from the delegated counties,

i- 332-

H

Habeas Corpus act, suspension of,

i. 66. 69, 70. 72, 73. v. 270. 340.

Hanover, iii. 176.

Hardwicke, Earl of, vi. 616.

Hastings, Mr., ii. 198. iii. 6. 13. 1179.

216. 244. 304. 346. 363. 465. v.

126.—
, his complaint of

words spoken by Mr. Burke in

Westminster Hall, iii. 465.
Hesse Cassel, subsidiary treaty with,

iii. 338.^
Holland, iii. 332. 336. iv. 336. v. 18.

138. vi. 189.275.495.
Home, Rev. John, his libel on the

Speaker of the House of Com-
mons, i. 19.

Horseley, Dr., iv. 66. 424. vi. 23.

Impeachment, abatement of an, by
a dissolution of parliament, iv.

125.

Impey, Sir Elijah, m. 355. 392.
Indemnities, system of, vi. 400. 49^.

647.
_

-JJ
Influence of the crown, i. 79. 224;>J

243. 258. ii. 176. 345.
Influence, secret, ii. 273. 278. 281.

363-
Invasion, vi. 219. 228.

Ireland, i. 192. 211. 213. 307. ii. 49.
57. 59. 114. iii. 54. V. 22. 422.

429. 456. vi. 305. 344. 444. 465.
616.

, motion on the discontents

in, i. 213.
, motion respecting the

omission of the word '• Ireland"

in the Mutiny Act, i. 307.
motion respecting Earl

Fitwilliam's recai from the govern***^

ment of, v. 456.
Mr. Fox's motion on the

state of, vi. 305.



INDEX OF REFERENCE. lix

Irish associations, account of them,

i. 221.

judicature bill, ii. 114.—— commercial propositions, iii.

54. 264.

Justices, Middlesex, iv. 429, 430.

K

Keppel, Admiral, i. 141. 169. 296.

King's illness, iii. 398.
-'s recovery, address on, iii. 458.

King of England holds every thing

in trust for the people, i. 243.

Labourers in husbandry, wages of,

vi. 103.

Legacies of personal estates, duties

on, vi. 145.
Lewis the Fourteenth, iv. 350. v.

160. vi. 391.
Lewis the Sixteenth, iii. 255. 274-

iv. 48 1

.

, murder of, v.

16. 34. 138.

Lewis the Eighteenth, vi. 418.
Libel on the Speaker of the House

of Commons, the Rev. John
Home's, i. 19.

on the Revolution of 1688,
Mr. Fox's complaint of, i. 23.

on the . managers of the im-

peachment of Mr. Hastings, iii.

363. iv. 90. V. 131.

, Mr. Reeves's, on the British

constitution, vi. 80.

Libel bill, Mr. Fox's, iv. 244. 270.
Libels, iv. 464. 479.——, Sir Elijah Impey's complaint

of sundry, published against him,

^ ."^- 355-
Liberty of the press, i. 236. iv. 246.

vi. 26.

Limited service in the army, vi.

651.

Loan for 1781, terms and distri-

bution of the, i. 316. 321.
for 1783, terms of, ii. 166.

to the Emperor of Germany,
V. 374- 475- vi. 237. 252.

, terms of the one contracted

with Messrs. Boyd, vi. 132.

M

Macartney, Lord, iii. 174,
Mackintosh, Mr. vi. 366.
Majorities in pai-liament, iii. 427.
Malta, vi. 507. 510.

Marriage act, Mr. Fox's bill for the

repeal of, i. 398.
——, royal, i. 16.

Mediation of Russia, vi. 519. 524.

530.
Melville, Lord, proceedings agamst,

vi. 577.
Members of parliament, utility of

tests to, i. 263.

Methuen treaty, iii. 258. 265. 268.

280. 286.

Middlesex election, iv. 76. vi. 18.

Middlesex Justices bill, iv. 429.
Militia, i. 47. 191.

Ministerial responsibility, iv. 109.

308. vi. 223.
Ministers, motion of censure on,

"•39-
. . , .

', motion for withdrawmg
the confidence ofparliament from,

ii. 43.
, motion for the removal

of> ". 343- 377; 414-431 •— , the king's refusal to dis-

miss them, ii. 387.——— , Mr. Grey's charges

against, relative to the expen-

diture of the public money, vi.

Ministry, change of, n. 46. 71. 142.

3°3-
. . . ,

Monarchy, distmction between an

absolute and a limited, ii. 277.

368.
, nature of, iv. 6^.

Montesquieu, Baron de, vi, 637.



Ix INDEX OF KEFERENCE.

Monument to the memorj^ of Cap-
tain Faulknor, v. 433.

Muir & Palmer, trials of Messrs.,

V. 202. 221. vi. 58. 78.

Mutiny bill, i. 307.

National debt, iii. 206.

Navy, state of the, i. 151. 164. v.

35^-
. . , .,^

, enquiry mto the ill success

of in 1781,11. I.

Nootka Sound, iv. 85. 114.

North, Lord, coalition between him
and Mr. Fox, ii. 122. 130. 140.

142.155.252.346.
Norton, Mr. Speaker, his speech to

the king on presenting the House-
hold bill, i. 84.

Nullum Tempus act, i. 6.

O
Opposition, systematic, ii. 257.

Paine, Thomas, iv. 409.
Paley, Dr., iv. 242. 42 1 . vi. 588. 609.
PaUiser, Sir Hugh, i. 287. 293.

295,
Papist, iv. 152.

Parliament, beneficial effects of the

inquisitorial power vested in, i.

'-, right of, to controul

and resume the grants to the

crown, for public purposes, i. 238.
— -, sale of seats in, v. 117,

Parliamentary addresses to the king,

nature and extent of, iii. 298.

Parliamentary reform, ii. 67. 171.

370.411. 476. 490. 494. iii. 23.

145. iv. 76. 407. V. 97. 102. vi.

339-
Parliaments, duration of, i. 274.

ii. 41. 172.
•

, triennial, v. 116.

Party, ii. 255. y. 13. vi. 341.

Parties, coalition of, ii. 13c. 140,

141. 153.252.319.346. 352.373.
381.401. _

Penal statutes, iv. 242. 418. 433. 45^^
, respecting religious

opinions, bill to repeal certain,

iv. 418.
Pension list. Sir George Savile's

motion for the, i. 230.

Pensioners and placemen, motion
for taxing them during the war,

V. 239.
People, voice of the, i. 4. 8. 256.

ii. 68. 404.
, sovereignty of the, V. 231 i^J

-, right of the, to cashier iheit)

governors, v. 23.

Personal estates, duties on legacies

of, vi. 145.
Petition, right of, iii. 352. y. 97j.

vi. 5-337-
.

"" "'\, a
Pigot, Lord, deposition and frti-

prisonment of, i. 90. -j

Pilnitz, treaty of, v. 17. 157. ig^."^

vi. 185. 386. "7 -

Pitt, Mr., funeral honours to the

memory of, vi. 625.
Placemen and pensioners, motion for

taxing them during thewar,v.239.

Poland, iv. 457. v. 20. 39. 42. 47.
88. 139. 159. 197. 309. 332. 404.
vi. 1 15. 201. 206. 396. 490.

Police magistrates bill, iv. 429.
Popish plot, iv. 458.
Portland, Duke of, v. 3.

Portugal, iii. 258. 265. 268, i8&
286.

Prerogatives of the crown, ii. 315.
V. 75. _ -

-

Price, Dr., iv. 68.

Priestley, Dr., iv. 68. 297.
Printers, committal of the Lord
Mayor to the Tower for dis-

charging the, i. 8.

Privileges of the House of Com~
mons, i. 265. 358.

Promotions in the army and navy^
i. 254. iii. 382. -

Property tax, vi. 374. 575. 649.

Protestant association, i. 292.

dissenters, iii. 316. iv.4»

60. - -^

/i



INDEX OF REFERENCE. Ixi

Prussia, v. 260. 298. 402. vi. 641.

, king's message on the war
with, vi. 641.

Prussian subsidy, v. 260.

Public accountants, i. 370. ii. 182.

Public revenue, state of the, iii. 155.
iv. 18. 311.

Pubhc meetings, vi. 19.

Pubhc money, Mr. Grey's charges

against ministers relative to the

expenditure of, vi. 165.

Q

Quebec government bill, iv. 200.

Quiberon, expedition to, v. 493.501.

R

Receipt tax, ii. 495.
Reeves, Mr., his libel on the British

constitution, vi. 80.

Reform, economical, in the public

expenditure, i. 222. 225. 233. 250.

Reform of parliament, ii. 67. 171.

370. 41 1. 476. 490. 494. iii. 23.

.145^ ir. 76. 407. V. 97. I02.

vi. 339.
Regency, iii. 398.
Relief to the merchants of Grenada
and St. Vincent's, v. 483.

Religious liberty, iv. 149.
Religious persecution, iv. 57. 421.

V. 291.
Religious opinions, bill to repeal

certain penal statutes respecting,

iv. 418.
Representative and' constituent bo-

dies, connection between, ii. 336.
Representatives of the people, how

far bound to comply with .the

wishes of their constituents, i. 10.

ii. 256. vi. 364. 371.
, formerly paid for

their attendance, ii. 70.

RepubHcanism, iv. 452.
Republicans and levellers, Mr.

Reeves's association against, iv.

452. V. 60. vi. 72. 86.

Resistance, doctrine of, vi. 22. 30.

32. 61. 66. 150.

Revolution of 1688, iv. 53.
, Mr. Fox's com-

plaint of a libel on, i. 23.
Revolution of France, iv. 36. 41 . 5 1

.

65. 77. 194. 199, 200. 215. 295.
411.426.466. 470. V.318. vi.

184. 465.
Rights of Man, vi, 5.

Right of petition, iii. 352. v. 97. vi.

5-337-
Right of search, vi.430.

Riots in 1780, i. 344. ii. 404. iv. 75.
Robespierre,, V. 497. vi. 96.
Rockingham, Marquis of, ii. 7 1 . 139.

254. 348.
Rohella war, iii. 220.

Roman catholics, iv. 3. 58. 144. 424.
V.458. vi. 307. 444. 586.

Roman catholics, bill for the relief

of, i. 276. 343.
Roman catholic dissenters' relief

bill, iv. 144.
petition, Mr. Fox's mo-

tion respecting the, vi, 586.
Rose, Mr., complaint against, for

abuses committed at the West-
minster election, iv. 366. 413.

Rousseau's Social Contract, v. 115.

Royal burghs of Scotland, iv.402.

Royal family, policy of making a

suitable provision for the branches
of the, i. 83. iv. 360.

Royal family of France, situation of

the, iv. 481.
Royal marriage act, i. 16.

Russia, iii. 170, 171. iv. 171. 194.

275. 280. 291. 320, 329. 455. vi.

424. 519.524.530.620.—
, war between her and the

Porte, iv. 173. 194. 275. 280. 291.

320. 329.
, Empress of, iv. 358.

Russian armament, iv. 194. 275.
280.291. 320. 329.

mediation, vi. 519. 524.530.

Sandwich, Earl of, motion for the
removal of, from the Admiralty,
i. 164.

, conduct of, i. 436. 443. ii. 2.



Ixii INDEX OF REFERENCE.

Sardinia, v. 175. vi. 197.

Scotland, iv. 469.
, royal burghs of, iv. 402.

, criminal law of, v. 218.

Secession from parliament, vi. 370.
Secret influence, ii. 273. 278. 281.

363-
Sedition, v. 223. vi. 77.
Sedition bills, vi. i. 329.
Seditious writings, iv. 435. 451. 453.

479- ,. ,

, Kmg s proclamation

against, iv.435. 451.
Seditious practices, motion relative

to the existence of, v. 58.

, king's message respect-

ing, v, 270. 3i4.__

Shelburne, Earl of, ii. 81.86. 98. no.
Sheridan, Mr., v. 308.

Shop tax, iii. 202. 319.379.461.
Sinecure offices, motion for the re-

duction of, vi. 300.

Sinking fund, iii. 156. 163. 206.

213. vi. 374. 439.
_

Slave trade, abolition of the, iii. 387.
iv. II. 180.376. V. 55. 193.384.
vi. 116. 157. 400. 648. 658.

Slave trade, white, vi. 400.

Slave importation bill, vi. 648.

Slaves in the West Indies, Mr.
Francis's motion respecting the

regulation of, vi. 156.

Soldier, a man by becoming one

does not cease to be a citizen, iv.

34- 52-

Sombreuil, Count de, v. 494.
Sovereignty ofthe people, v. 23. 115.

Spain, iv. 87. 103. no. v. 406.

Standing army, i. 48. ii. 143. iv. 52.

v. 51.

State of the nation, Mr. Fox's mo-
tion on the, V. 389.

, Mr. Grey's motion on the,

vi. 422.
Subscription to the thirty-nine ar-

ticles, i. 15. 17.

Subsidiary treaties, iii. 334.
Succession to real estates, duty on,

vi. 163.

Suffrage, universal, v. 107. 108. 285.

289. vi. 27.364.
Supplies, Mr. Thomas Pitt's rootion

for delaying the, i. 440.

Supplies, postponement of thei ii.

387- 398.

, power of withholding them,
the privilege of the Commons,
i.440. ii. 387. 398.

Switzerland, vi. 397. 493.

Test and corporation acts, iii. 310.
iv. I. ^^. 147. 240. 418. 459.

Test act, as far as it extends to

Scotland, iv. 237.
Tests to members of parliament.

Theatrical exhibitions, utility^ of,

i. 81.

Thirty-nine articles, i. i^. 17.

Thurlow, Lord, i. 349. ii. 41. 145.
Toleration, universal, i. 277. iv. lo.

57. 146, 147. 152. 225. 237. 242.

418. V. 465.
... -.-•s—'>^

Tory principles, ii. 406.

Toulon, V. 167. 179.

Trading justices, iv. 430.
Traiterous correspondence bill, v. 66

.

Treason, i. 312. v. 77.79. 82. vi. 50.

75- 330-
Treason and sedition bills, vi. i. 329.

Treaties, subsidiary, iii. 334.
Trial by jury, v. 366.

Triennial parliaments, v. 116.

Tyranny, iv. 150.

U

Unclaimed dividends, iv. 155.

Universal suffrage, v. 107, 108.285.

289. vi. 27. 364.
Utrecht, treaty of, iii. 275.

Vincent, Earl St., vi. 442. 546.
Voice of the people, i. 4. 8. 256.

ii. 68. 404.
Voluntary aids to government,

ii. 106. 347. A 226.

Volunteer system, vi. 539.
Vote ofthanks to Lord Howe for the

victory of the first of June, v. 3 12.



INDEX OF REFERENCE. Ixiii

Vote of thanks to Lord Hood for his

conduct in the expedition to Cor-

^.. sica, V. 322.
."yotes of censure, true nature of,

i. 165.

W
Wages of labourers in husbandry,

vi. 103.

Wales, Prince of, iii. 214. iv. 365. v.

438. vi. 482.
, his debts, iii. 321.

438. vi. 482.
Prince and Princess of, es-

tablishment for, V. 436.
Walpole, Sir Robert, iv. 28. v. 53.
War, justifiable grounds of, v. 24.

40. 496. vi. 489.
Washington, General, v. 172. vi. 416.
Westminster petition for an econo-

mical reform, i. 249.

Westminster committee of associ-

ation, i. 288.

, scrutiny, ii. 437. iii 26.
'

, Mr. Fox's addresses to

the electors of, ii. 437.
election, complaint

against Mr. Rose for abuses com-
mitted at, iv. 366. 413.

-, Mr. Fox's letter to the

electors of, iv. 485.
Whig principles, ii. 281.406.440.
Whitbread, Mr., v. 197. 380. vi. 417.
Wliite slave trade, vi.400.

Wilkes, Mr., vi. 331.
Windham, Mr., iv. 96. 469. v. 2. 208.

York, Duke of, v. 167.

, establishment ofthe Duke and

Duchess of, iv. 360.

York petition, for an economical

reform, i. 225.





SPEECHES
OE THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

CHARLES JAMES FOX,

MR. FOX took his seat in the House of Commons at the
opening of the first session of the thirteenth Parliament of

Great Britain, which met on the loth of May, 1768. He was re-

turned for Midhurst, in Sussex, a family borough, and was
introduced into Parliament when he was little more than 19 years
•f age, and consequently ineligible. ^

Middlesex Election.

January g. 1770.*

nPHE first speech made by Mr. Fox in the House of Commons,
-*- of which any account has been preserved, took place at the

opening of the Session on the 9th of January 1770. In the course

* The following is a List of the Administration at this time :—
First Lord of the Treasury' and Chancellor of the Exchequer— Lord North.

Secretaries of State— Viscount Weymouth, Earl of Rochford, Earl of
Hillsborough (Colonies},

Lord Chancellor—Lord Camden. Succeeded, Jan. 17. 1770, by the Hon.
Charles Yorke, created Lord Morden, but died on the following day,

before the scale were put to the patent of peerage. Upon this, the

great seal was put into commission, until the 43 d of Jan. 1771, when
Lord Apsley was appointed Lord Chancellor.

Lord President of the Council—Earl Gower.
Lord Privy Seal— Earl of Halifax.

First Lord of the Admiralty— Sir Edward Hawke, K.B.
Secretary at War— Lord Harrington,

Paymaster-General of the Forces— Right Hon. Richard Rigby.
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of the debate on tho Kiii^> Speech, Sii" George Savile, in allusion

to the decision with regard to the Ivliddlesex Election, accused
the House of having betrayed the rights of the people. Upon
this, Sir Alexander Gilmour rose up in great anger, and urged,

that in times of less licentiousness, meinbers had been sent to the

Tower for words of less offence. Sir George Savile repeated the.

oflPensive words. " Let others," said he, " fall down and worship
the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar has set up ; I will own
no superior but the laws, nor will I bow the knee to any but
Him who made me." Sir George was defended by Mr. Ser-

jeant Glynn. Mr. Burke spoke on the same side, and challenged

the ministry to punish Sir George, if he was a delinquent. He
said, the people abhorred the present ministry, and asked the

Speaker if he did not feel the chair tremble under him. Sir

William Meredith observed, that one part of the Address, namely,
thanking !the King for his approbation of the conduct of the

House, would be construed without doors, that His Majesty
approved of the resolutions of the House in respect to the Mid-
dlesex Election.

Mr. Fox observed, thai from the licence gentlemen had
taken in their language that day, it seemed as if the old

decent freedom of debate was at an end, and that they were
endeavouring to establish new forms. The expression in the

Address did not allude to any particular measure of Parlia-

ment, nor to every measure; as no one could suppose His
Majesty approved of every resolution taken by the House,
but only of the general tenor of their actions.

Bill for disqualifying certain Revenue Officers from
VOTING FOR Members of Parliament.

Fchniarij 12. 1770.

I
N a committee on the state of the nation, Mr. Dowdeswell
moved, " That a bill might be brought in for disqualifying

certain Officers in the Revenues from voting for Members of Par-

liament." In the course of the debate, the Lord Mayor, Mr. Al-

Treasurer of the Navy— Sir Gilbert Elliot.

Attorney-General— William De Grey, afterwards Lord Walsingham. Suc-
ceeded, Jan. 23. 1771, by Edward Thurlow, Esq. afterwards Lord
Thurlow.

Solicitor-General— Joseph Dunning, Esq. Succeeded in March 1770 by
Edward Thurlow, Esq.; who was also succeeded, Jan. 23.1771, by
Alexander Wedderbum, Esq., afterwards Lord Loughborough.

* On the 13th of February 1770, Mr. Fox was appointed one of the

Lords of the Admiralty.
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derman Beckford, advised Mr. Rigby to recollect, that the

Revolution was brought about by the removal of Judges at

pleasure; and that a great law officer, the Solicitor General,

(Mr. Dunning,) had been just removed for his vote in that

House.

Mr. Fox said: — I am against the motion. Correct

abuses and welcome ; but do not correct one abuse, by

causing many. Remedy the influence of the peers at

elections: that is the fatal influence of the crown. As to

the removal of the law officer alluded to, it was the

saying of a great minister, that he who would not remove

a man that was undermining administration " was a

pitiful fellow." An honourable gentleman has talked about

removing the Judges, as an unconstitutional and ai'bitrary

measure. But it is a pity he did not consider the difference

between Judges and a Chancellor ; the Judges are in neither

House, therefore they cannot influence nor undermine; a

Chancellor may do both : the Chancellor may equitably

and constitutionally be removed : the Judges cannot.

Mr. Serjeant Glynn's Motion for a Commiitee to

enc^uire into the administration of criminal jus-

TICE, AND THE Proceedings of the Judges in West-
minster Hall, in Cases relating to the Liberty of

THE Press, and the Power and Duties of Juries.

M'

December 6. 1770.

'R. SERJEANT GLYNN moved, " That a Committee be
appointed to enquire into the Administration of Criminal

Justice, and the Proceedings of the Judges in Westminster Hall,

particularly in Cases relating to the Liberty of the Press, and tha

Constitutional Power and Duties ofJuries." Mr. Alderman Oliver

seconded the motion, and expressed his desire, that the committee

should have for a particular object of its enquiry, the conduct of

the chief delinquent, whom he believed to be Lord Chief Justice

Mansfield. A great display of legal knowledge was vnade by the

learned mover, and by Mr. Dunning, in support of the motion.

Mr. Serjeant Glynn affirmed, that a general belief prevailed of the

Judges being unfriendly to juries, encroaching on their constitu-.

tional power, and laying down false law in order to mislead them

in their verdicts. Sir George Savile defended the motion warmly.
" Ifyou reject it," said he, " it will render you not only odious, but

despicable. You will be thought possessed of no faith, no honour,

no conscience. Your name will become the ridicule and laughing.-

B 2



4 ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. [DeC. 6,

Stock of the rabble. The House will be exposed in songs, and
ballads, and ditties, in every street :

' Flebit et insignis tota can-

tabitur urbe.' The authorlings and printers and printers' devils,

will be all in motion. The press will labour and groan. News-
papers, pamphlets, puns, and pasquinades, will increase and mul-
tiply. Grub-street will pour out its thousands, and Paternoster-

row its tens of thousands ; and the land will be one scene of

anarchy and confusion." The arguments in favour of the motion
were combatted by Mr. Attorney-General De Grey, and Sir

Gilbert Elliot ; and Lord Mansfield's character was strenuously

defended by Lord Clare and Mr. Jenkinson. Mr. Burke and
Mr. Wedderbum, while they supported the motion, disclaimed and
reprobated all those asperities of diction which had been used in-

speaking of the Lord Chief Justice, and paid a tribute of applause

to his extraordinary talents and conspicuous integrity.

Mr. Fox spoke as follows :

Sir, we are told by the abettors of this motion, that jea-

lousies, murmurs, and discontents increase and multiply

throughout the nation; that the people are under terrible

apprehensions that the law is perverted, that juries are

deprived of their constitutional powers, that the courts of

justice are not sound and untainted ; in a word, that the

.Judges have, like a dozen of monstrous Patagonian giants,

either swallowed, or are going to swallow up both law and
gospel. And how do they prove the truth of these allega-

tions ? The manner. Sir, is pleasant enough. They refer us

to their own libellous remonstrances, and to those infamous

lampoons and satires, which they have taken care to write

and circulate. They modestly substitute themselves in the

place of the nation, and call their own complaints and
grievances the complaints and grievances of England. Their

meaning is plain enough, and we understand perfectly how
all their grievances might be redressed.

For my part, Sir, I am not disposed to take the voice of a.

miserable faction for the voice of my country. Were the

people really dissatisfied, I should be glad to know how I am
to ascertain the reality of that dissatisfaction ? I must freely

confess that I know no other way but that of consulting this

House. Here the people are represented, and here is their

voice expressed. There is no other criterion but the majority

of this assembly, by which we can judge of their sentiments.

This man, in order to answer one purpose, and that man, in

order to answer another, will tell you, that a general cry has

gone abroad against certain men and certain measures : but

will you be so credulous as to take him upon his word, whea
you can easily penetrate his interested views, and find him the

origjuaal and prime mover of all the clamour ?
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Sir, I could easily trace the authors of the outcry raised

against the Judges; and I would point them out, had not

they, as well as their selfish ends, been already exposed in all

their deformity. Why, then, should we hesitate to put a ne-

gative upon a question, which sprang from such a low source ?

From dirt it came, and to dirt let it return. As to myself, I

certainly shall vote against the motion, as I can never acknow-
ledge for the voice of the nation what is not echoed by the

majority of this House ; and I do not find that the majority of
us entertain any suspicions, much less terrible apprehensions,

of the Judges ; though, if there were any just foundation for

complaint, we must certainly have been better informed of it

than the people.

Indeed, Sir, if the adoption of this inquiry would answer

any good purpose, I should not be such a \dolent opposer of it,

convinced as I am that the Judges are blameless. But I am
fully persuaded that would not be the case. For, as I have

shewn, it would be an attempt to remove discontents which do
not exist but among those who have generated, fqstered, and
reared them up to their present magnitude, and who would
not, therefore, be satisfied, though justice, though Astrea her-

self, should descend naked from heaven to exculpate our

Judges. And, what is more, it would, on their own principles,

prove finitless and nugatory, even if we suppose the people to

be really discontented. For what have they been doing for

these two last years, but ringing constantly in our ears the

contempt in which we are held by the people ? Have not they

made these walls incessantly echo with the terms of reproach,

which they alledged were cast upon us by men of every de-

gree, by high and low, rich and poor, learned and unlearned?

Were we not, and are we not still, according to their account,

held in universal detestation and abhorrence ? Does not the

whole empire, from one end to the other, reckon us equally

weak and wicked ? In a word, are we not become an abomi-

nation in the land? Such is the language of the minority.

How then can they, with a serious face, desire us to undertake

this enquiry, in order to satisfy the people? The people, if

their former assertions are to be credited, will receive no good
at our hands. They will regard what we say no more than

the prattle of a knot of coffee-house politicians. We are too

ridiculous as well as odious to do any thing that will appear

gracious in their eyes.

What, Sir, is the conclusion to be drawn? Why, this. Let

us satisfy ourselves. Let us act according to the dictates of

honour and conscience, and be at peace with our own minds,

it is thus that we shall sooner or later regain the confidence of

» 3
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our constituents, if we have lost it ; and not by humouring, as

foolish nurses humour great lubberly boys, the wayward whims
of a misled multitude. The characteristic of this House
should be a firm and manly steadiness, an unshaken perseve-

rance in the pursuit of great and noble plans ofgeneral utility,

and not a wavering inconstant fluctuation of councils, regu-

lated by the shifting of the popular breeze. If we are not to

judge for ourselves, but to be ever at the command ofthe vulgar

and their capricious shouts and hisses, I cannot see what ad-

vantage the nation will reap from a representative body, which
they might not have reaped from a tumultuous assembly of

themselves, collected at random on Salisbury-plain or Runny-
mede. And it is very well known, Sir, that such an irregular

and riotous crowd are but ill-qualified to judge truly of their

own interest, or to pursue it, even when they form a right judg-

ment. They are but very unsteady guardians of liberty and
property. Do you want proofs ? Consult the English history,

and you will find them in every page.

Mr. Serjeant Glynn's motion was negatived upon a division

;

Yeas 76. Noes 184.

Bill to repeal a Clause in the Nullum Tempus Act.

Fehruarif 27. 1771.

THE Nullum Tempus Bill, or the act for quieting the posses-

sions of the subject against all pretences of concealment
whatsoever, which was first brought into the House of Commons,
by Sir George Savile in 1768, and passed in the following year,

owed its rise to a grant from the Treasury to Sir James Lowther, of

a considerable estate and very extensive royalties, which had been
granted by King William to the Portland family, and had been
in their possession from that time. A clause had been inserted in

that act, by which the grantees or lessees of the crown were
allowed a year from its taking place, for the prosecution of their

claims ; and though that Bill had been brought in and supported

by the Duke of Portland's friends, and his particular case had
shewn the necessity and was the origin of it, no opposition wa«
made to the clause in question. The general opinion, indeed, at

that time seems to have been, that the matter in contest had been
only thrown out to answer certain election purposes, which, being

now over, it would no more be thought of; especially as the

principle, upon which such claims were founded, had been just

condemned, in the most public manner, by an united act of the
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whole legislature. However plausible these opinions were, the

consequence shewed they were ill-founded. A most expensive

suit was not only commenced against the Duke of Portland, but
the whole county of Cumberland was thrown into a state of the

greatest terror and confusion : 400 ejectments were served in one
day ; and though a great many of the causes were afterwards

withdrawn, it was notwithstanding said, some time before the matter
was debated in the House of Commons, that there were fifteen

bills in equitj'^, and 225 suits at common law, then open. Nor
were these mischiefs confined to those whose titles to their lands
were immediately derived from the Portland family ; for as the
royalties were very extensive, and their antient limits and jurisdic-

tion undefined, no length of prescription could afford security, nor

foodness of title prevent the consequences of a ruinous law-suit,

n these circumstances, singled out by that clause from the rest

of the nation, and exposed as victims to satiate the last rage of

exploded prerogative, the terror was great through all that part
of the kingdom. Accordingly, on the nth of February 1771,
Sir William Meredith moved for leave " to bring in a Bill to re-

peal a Clause in the Nullum Tempus Act, which protects such
Rights, Titles, or Claims, under any Grants or Letters Patent
from the Crown, as are prosecuted with effect, within a certain

Time therein limited." Leave was accordingly given, and the bill

was brought in. It was supported by Mr. Constantine Phipps and
Mr. Cornwall ; and opposed by Mr. Dyson, Mr. Serjeant Leigh,

Lord North, Governor Johnstone, and Mr. Fox. On the 27th,

"upon the motion for going into a Committee,

Mr. Fox said :

Sir, I take great shame to myself, tliat I have not risen

sooner to declare my sentiments on this important question

:

for I think it disgraceful in 'any man to sit silent on such an
occasion, who ever had the use or faculty of speaking in this

House ; but, Sir, my silence has been owing to my astonish-

ment. I was astonished. I was amazed. For though I

viewed this Bill at first in the same light in which I now
behold it; yet, when I looked round me, and saw who the

Honourable Gentlemen are who introduced it ; that they are

men of character, men of ability, men of knowledge, men of

reputed integrity ; I hesitated, I strove to persuade myseli^

that I must rather be mistaken myself, than that any thing so

bad, so violent, so lawless, so monstrous, could be advanced
by men such as those who proposed this Bill. But I could

not long remain undecided ; I soon beheld the proposition in

all its naked, genuine deformity : then. Sir, as I was at first

struck dumb with astonishment, I was seized with horror and
indignation : for who that has a reverence for justice, a sense

of liberty, or a regard for the constitution, can listen, without

feeling an honest zeal to defeat a proposition, which, at one
B4
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blow, destroys our constitution, our liberty, and our laws ?

Gentlemen are loud in their clamovu's against ministerial in-

fluence. I avow the systematic support of that minister in all

his measures, who has my good opinion and confidence ; but

that minister shall never have my support, who shall dare to

propose what these gentlemen, who are so proud of theii' op-

position to ministers, now propose.

Mr. Speaker, it is under the law that every man holds his

property, and enjoys his liberty in security and ease. But I

firmly believe, as far as I am informed, that no man can have

a better title to his estate, than the very title which the crown
has vested in Sir James Lowther to the estate in question. If

that title is to be taken away by act of Parliament, why not

bring in an act to take away any other part of his estate ?

Why not of another man's? For, if Bills are thus to pass for

transferring the propert}'^ of one man to another, there can be
nothing sacred, nothing secure amongst us. I wish, therefore,

Sir, that the gentlemen who brought in this Bill, would, for

their honour's sake, withdraw it. Sure I am, that my con-

science would never suffer me to be at rest, were I to per-

petrate the injustice intended by this Bill. As to myself. Sir,

the same conviction, which dictates my present opposition,

shall carry me on to oppose the Bill in every step, through

ever}^ stage. But if it should succeed here, it cannot succeed

elsewhere. I do therefore again deprecate the honour and
justice of this House, that we may not suffer the scandal of

passincc this Bill to lie at our doors, and give the honour of

rejecting it to the other House of Parliament.

The question, " That the Speaker do now leave the chair,"

being put, the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V fMr. Sevmourl -vr^^ ("Mr. Onslow 1 ,
Y^^'

JMr. Byng j
'^^ ^OEs ^^^ Charles Foxj '^^'

The Bill was consequently lost.

Debate on committing the Lord Mayor and Mr. Al-
derman Oliver to the Tower, for discharging the
Printers apprehended by Order of the House.

March 25. 1771.

ON the 8th of February, Colonel George Onslow made a com-
plaint to the House, of Thompson and Wheble, two printers

of newspapers, for raisrepresenting the speeches, and reflecting on
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several of the members. The obnoxious passages being read.

Colonel Onslow moved, that the printers should be called to jus-

tice for infringing the standing order. After some debate, the

printers were ordered to attend. When the Serjeant at Arms
went to the houses of the printers, they were constantly denied

;

which being reported to the House, Colonel Onslow moved an
address to the King to issue a proclamation for the apprehension

of the offenders. In consequence of which proclamation, Wheble
was taken and carried before Alderman Wilkes, who not only dis-

charged him, but took recognizances for prosecuting the person

by whom he was apprehended. Thompson was similarly arrested,

and discharged by Alderman Oliver.

On the 1 2th of March, Colonel Onslow preferred a fresh com-
plaint against six other printers for the same offence. They were
ordered to attend the House : four presented themselves ; a fifth

could not attend, being in custody in Newgate, by order of the

House of Lords ; the other, whose name was Miller, refused to

obey the summons, and an order was issued for taking him into

custody by the Serjeant at Arms. When the messenger appeared,

Miller refused to submit to the arrest, and violence being used, a

constable, prepared for the purpose, took charge of the officer,

and carried him to Guildhall, to answer for the assault. Mr.Wilkes,
the sitting alderman, having finished the business of the day, re-

fused to take cognizance of the affair, and the parties were con-

ducted to the Mansion-House, The Lord Mayor (Alderman
Brass Crosby), attended by Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, admitted

the parties ; Mr. Miller made his complaint, and the Lord Mayor
asked the messenger what offence the printer had committed, and
by what authoriry he presumed to assault him ? The messenger
pleaded, that he acted under the direction of the Speaker, and
produced his warrant. The Deputy-Serjeant now announced
himself, and said he came there by the Speaker's command, to

demand, not only the messenger, but Miller, his prisoner. His
application was refused, and Mr. Miller discharged. The assault

was next proved : the messenger refused to give bail, and a war-

rant for committing him to the Compter was signed by the Lord
Mayor and the two Aldernien. When the matter had proceeded
to this extremity, and the officers were ready to take away the

messenger, bail was given.

The Deputy Serjeant at Arms immediately related these transac-

tions to the House. Orders were issued for the Lord Mayor and
Alderman Oliver to attend in their places. The Lord Mayor was
heard in his defence ; after which it was resolved, that the discharg-

ing MiUer out of the custody of the messenger, the signing a war-

rant against the said messenger, and the holding him to bail, were
breaches of the privileges of the House. Mr. Alderman Oliver

was then heard in his defence. He declared that " he owned and
g^ried in the fact laid to his charge ; he knew, that whatever
punishment was intended, nothing he could say would avert it. As
for himself, he was perfectly unconcerned ; and, as he expected

little from their justice, he defied their power." Upon this,
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Mr. Welbore Ellis moved, " That Richard Oliver, Esq. be for his

said offence committed to the Tower." The motion was supported

by Mr. Attorney-General Thurlow and Mr. Fox ; and opposed by
Sir George Savile, Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Mr. Alderman Townshend,
Mr. Barre, and Mr. Dunning. Mr. Fox spoke in answer to the

latter gentleman. (

Mr. Fox said

:

Sir, notwithstanding what the Honourable and Learned
Gentleman who spoke last has been pleased to urge with

regard to the divided views and the divided interests of the

House of Commons and the people, he has not been able to

convince me, either that the authority of this House is not the

best security of the national freedom, or that our welfare can

possibly be separated from the welfare of the public.

Sir, the Honourable Gentleman is pleased to say, that the

voice of this House is not the voice of the people, and he sets

the language of clamour without doors in opposition to our

deliberations, as if we were not especially appointed by the

constitution, the only revealers of the national mind, the only

judges of what ought to be the sentiments of the kingdom. I

say. Sir, what ought to be, because many laws are highly

necessary for the public safety, which excite the discontent of

the people. If we were never to pass a law, until it obtained

the sanction of popular approbation, we should never have a

settled revenue to support either the establishment of our

domestic policy, or to defend ourselves against the invasion of

a foreign enemy. You never see a tax instituted. Sir, without

hearing loud impeachments of parliamentary integrity. The
uninformed zealots, who seem animated with an enthusiastic

love^for their country, generally charge us with having sold

them to the minister ; and we are accused of venality for im-

posing those burdens, which we know to be absolutely

necessary, and to which we ourselves, if the House of Com-
mons is supposed an assembly of the first property in the

state, must always be the largest contributors.

Sir, it may possibly appear strange, that a representative

of the people should not deem it more meritorious to comply

with the wishes of his constituents, than to counteract them

;

and it may possibly be urged, that it is his duty, upon all oc-

casions, to act in conformity to those wishes, however repug-
^

nant they may be to the sense of his own conviction. Sir, I

will not differ with the Honourable and Learned Gentleman

about the idea he annexes to his term of ' the people ;' I will,

for argument-sake, allow that nine-tenths of the people are

at this moment in opposition to government. But I shall

at the same time insist, that we have higher obligations to
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justice than to our constituents ; we are chosen the delegates

of the British electors for salutary not for pernicious pur-

poses; to, guard, not to invade the constitution; to keep

the privileges of the very freemen we represent, as much
within their proper limits, as to controul any unwarrantable

exertion of the Royal authority. We are bound to promote
-their true interests in preference to the dearest desires of

their hearts, and the constitution makes us the sole arbiters

of those interests, notwithstanding the imaginary infallibility

of the people.

To shew, Sir, the propriety of this reasoning, let us

suppose that the people, instead of this mixed monarchy,
which we celebrate as equally the pride and envy of the

Universe, should instruct us, their representatives, to intro-

duce a democratical form of government ; should we act as

good subjects to our King, or as faithful guardians to our

country, if we complied with so dangerous an instruction ?

We have sworn to maintain this constitution in its present

foiTTi ; to maintain the privileges of Parliament as a necessary

part of that constitution, and neither to encroach upon the

legal jurisdiction of the peers, nor the just prerogatives of the

Sovereign. Shall we, then, do what we are sensible is wrong,

because the people desire it ? Shall we sacrifice our reason,

our honour, our conscience, for fear of incurring the popular

resentment, and while we are appointed to watch the

Hesperian fruit of liberty with a dragon's eye, be ourselves

the only slaves of the whole community ?

Perhaps the Honourable and Learned Gentleman will tell

me, that nothing but the *' soul of absiu'dity" could suspect

the people of a design against their own happiness. Sir, I do
not suspect the people of any such design, but I suspect their

capacity to judge of their true happiness. I know they are

generally credulous, generally uninformed ; captivated by ap-

pearances, while they neglect the most important essentials,

and always ridiculously ready to believe, that those men who
have the greatest reason, from their extensive property, to be
anxious for the public safety, are always concerting measures

for the oppression of their own posterity. Sir, if I misrepre-

sent the people, whence spring those eternal terrors of being

ruined in the midst of the most unbounded prosperity ? Have
we not tottered, if popular clamour is to be credited, upon the

verge of ruin, since the first moment of our existence as a na-

tion ? Indeed, at the period of the Revolution, patriotism itself

acknowledges we were saved ; yet from that period let us only

lead the works of our gieatest politicians, and we shall find

ourselves utterly undgiie ! Even our glorious deliverer was

15
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scaicely seated upon the throne, when the grateful people,

whose liberties he had restored, began to consider him as

an enemy to the constitution. In every succeeding reign it

was asserted that we were destroyed, and at this moment,
although exulting in all the pride of a felicity never known to

our ancestors, we are gravely told, that we have reached the.

deepest abyss of destruction !

Let us look around. Sir, let us survey the monuments of our
ruin, and then ask what credit' is due to the representations of

our political screech-owls ? Observe the magnilicence of our
metropolis—the extent of our empire—the immensity ofour
commerce— the opulence of our people. Survey the unfor-

tunate citizens of London, Sir, and you will find every shop-

keeper of any consideration, with his elegant villa, and his

variety of equipages. Consider only the present opposition

of the city of London to the whole body of the British legis-

lature, and then judge how it must be oppressed ! To shew
you farther the rumed state of the kingdom, let me remind
you that our territories occupy no more than the largest, the

most valuable space of any European dominion in the four

quarters of the globe ; that our trade is proportioned to this

superiority of empire, and that our subjects, from the burning

regions of Indostan, to the chilling mountains of Canada,
exceed the subjects of every other power in greatness of

wealth, and certainty of fi-eedom. These, Sir, are the proofs

of our declining fortune ! May our calamities of this kind

hourly increase, though the people should still continue to

murmur ! and may we always remain the happiest nation

under heaven, however offended our patriots may be because

we are not happier than is consistent with the lot of hu-

manity !

From what I have advanced. Sir, with respect to our

duty as representatives of the people, it naturally follows,

that we are by no means to act against our own judgment
merely to gratify their ill humour or their caprice. In

Charles the First's time, the unlimited indulgence of the po-

pular wish occasioned the destruction of the constitution;

and, if the present allegations of popularity deserve the least

weight, they shew what incompetent judges the people are of

the public prosperity. The last Parliament, Sir, was as ob-

noxious to the people, as the one in which we are now sitting:

they approved what it is fashionable to term an ' infamous'

peace, and they expelled a profligate libeller of their lawfid

Sovereign ; yet, with all this weight of delinquency upon their

heads— reviled and execrated as they were by the people—

•

look roimd, and iee who the people have chosen in th»iit
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room. If we except deaths and promotions, Sir, are not the

former traitors, nearly to a man, again the representative body

of the legislature— again trusted with the freedofn of the

subject'— again the express election of the people? AVhen
we behold these things. Sir, we are immediately struck with

this alternative— either the people are not judges of their

own welfare, or they have sold themselves for an infamous

price, to their members. In either case, the conclusion

proves the little regard which ought to be paid to their com-
plaints, against the sense of our conviction. If they are vir-

tuous, they are not wise; and if they possess wisdom, they

have no right to find fault, since every oppression they

groan under is the natural result of their own scandalous

dishonesty.

It is urged, Sir, with great gravity, by many gentlemen in

bpposition, that the House of Commons, as the creatures of

the people, have no right whatever to exercise an authority

over their constituents. Iliis position. Sir, breathes the

spirit of freedom with a vengeance, for it lays the axe to the

root of all subordination at once, and puts an entire end to the

whole system of constitutional government.

No doctrine, Sir, was ever yet broached in this kingdom,

either so dangerous, or so ridiculous, as that which seriously

insists that the House of Commons, because elected, is

without jurisdiction, and that the people, because the origin

of all power, must therefore be exempt from all obedience.

The people make the laws, as well as the legislators; but

will any advocate of licentiowsness presume to say, because

they are the fountain of authority, that they are of con-

sequence discharged from a submission to legal institutions ?

The law. Sir, is as much the creature of their formation

as this House ; yet, surely, it will not be said, that they are

to tread it under foot, or to launch out into the barba-

risms of their natural state, after solemnly forming a com-

pact of civil society.

The only' point, therefore, remaining to be discussed is,

Whether the people at large, or this House, are the best

judges of the public welfare? For my own part. Sir, I

shall not hesitate to pronounce positively in favour of this

House. What acquaintance have the people at large with

the arcana of political rectitude, with the connections of

kingdoms, the resources of national strength, the abilities

of ministers, or even with their own dispositions ? If we are

to beUeve the very petitions which they have lately presented

to the throne, they are unequal to those powers which the

constitution has trusted to their hands. They have the
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power of electing their representatives; yet you see they

constantly abuse that power, and appoint those as the

guardians of their dearest rights, whom they accuse of

conspiring against the interests of their country. For
these reasons, Sir, I pay no regard whatever to the voice

of the people : it is our duty to do what is proper, without

considering what may be agreeable: their business is to

chuse us ; it is ours to act constitutionally, and to maintain

the independency of Parliament. Whether that independency
be attacked by the people or by the crown, is a matter of

little consequence; it is the attack, not the quarter it pro-

ceeds from, which we are to punish ; and if we are to be
controuled in our necessary jm'isdiction, can it signify

much, whether faction intimidate us with a rabble; or ths

King surround us with his guards? If we are driven from
the direct line of justice by the threats of a mob, our exis-

tence is useless in the community. The minority within

doors need only assault us by their myrmidons without, to

gain their ends upon every occasion. Blows will then carry

what their arguments cannot effect, and the people will be

their own agents, though they elect -us to represent them
in Parliament. What must the consequence be ? Universal

anarchy, Sir. Therefore, as we are chosen to defend order,

I am for sending those magistrates to the Tower who have

attempted to destroy it : I stand up for the constitution, not

for the people; if the people attempt to invade the con-

stitution, they are enemies to the nation. Being, therefore.

Sir, convinced that we are to do justice, whether it is

agreeable or disagreeable to the people, I am for maintaining

the independency of Parliament, and will not be a rebel to

my King, my country, or my own heart, for the loudest

huzza of an inconsiderate multitude.

The question being put for the committal of Mr. Alderman
Oliver to the Tower, the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V fMr. Onslow 7 vr fMr. Pulteney") qY^^«
JMr.Whatelyj ^7° Noes |Mr.Hussey^| 38-

So it was resolved in the affirmative ; and the House adjourned

at half past three on the morning of the 26th. A similar motion

passed with regard to the Lord Mayor, on the 27th.
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Debate on the Clerlcal Petition for Relief from Sub-
scription TO the Thirty-nine Articles. *

February 6. 1772.

cm WILLIAM MEREDITH moved for leave to present a Peti-^ tion from certain of the Clergy of the Church of England, and
certain of the Professions of Civil Law and Physic, praying for re-

lieffrom the Subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles. Sir William
read the petition, and spoke warmly in its behalf. He was sup-
ported by Lord George Germain, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Lord John
Cavendish, Mr. Thomas Townshend, Sir George Savile, Mr. Soli-

citor-General Wedderburn, and Mr. Dunning. The speakers on
the opposite side were Sir Roger Newdigate, Mr. Fitzmaurice,
Lord Folkestone, Mr. Byrne, Lord North, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke,
Mr. Dyson, Mr. Jenkinson, and Mr. Hans Stanley.

Mr. Fox said, he was against rejecting the petition, if that

rejection was intended as a mode of shewing contempt ; but
that he must be against receiving it, as a reception would be
a kind of engagement to proceed ; which he hoped would not

be done : that the Articles, savouring as they did of Christian

charity, nevertheless taught such mysteries as ought not to be
forced down the throats of young persons ; that at Oxford,
where the oaths of supremacy and allegiance could not be
administered before the age of sixteen, an assent to the Thirty-

nine Articles was required by statute, however young the

person might be who was admitted ; that he hoped the uni-

versities would, as he understood they could, relieve in that

particular; and that a minister who would subscribe the

Articles, and afterwards preach against them, would make little

impression on his audience.

On the question, That the Petition be brought up, the House
divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V f Sir W\ Meredith 7 ^ f Sir R. Newdigate 7

^^^nSir H.Hoghton j V^* - ^^^^ | Mr. Jenkinson | ^^7-

So it passed in the negative, f

* For an interesting account of the origin and progress of the Clerical

Petition, see Mr. Belsham's Memoirs of the Rev. Mr. Lindsey. See
also New Parliamentary History of England, vol. xvii. p. 245.

f Mr. Gibbon, in a letter to Mr. Holroyd, dated Boodles, February 8.

1772, says, " I congratulate you on the late victory of our dear mamma
the Church of England. She had last Thvu-sday 71 rebellious sons, who
pretended to set aside her will on account of insanity"; but 317 worthy
champions, headed by Lord North, Burke, Hans Stanley, Charles Fox,
&c. though they allowed the thirty-nine clauses of her testament wej-e

absurd and unreasonable, supported the validity of it with infinite humour."
See Gibbon's Miicellaneou* Works, vol. i. p. 447.
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Royal Marriage Act.

March 9. 1772.

TN the summer of 1771, the Duke of Cumberland, one of the
'- King's brothers, privately married Mrs. Horton, widow of

Christopher Horton, Esq., of Catton Hall, in the county of Derby,

and daughter of Lord Imham : when the match was publicly an-

nounced. His Majesty forbad them the court. The displeasure

shewn by the King on this occasion, did not deter the Duke of

'Gloucester, in the ensuing spring, from avowing as his consort the

Countess Dowager of Waldegrave, whom he had espoused in 1766.

On the 20th of February 1772, the King sent a Message to both

Houses, stating, " That the right of approving all marriages in

the Royal Family had ever belonged to the Kings of this realm

as a matter of public concern, and recommending them to take

into consideration, whether it might not be wise and expedient to

supply the defect of the laws, and by some new provision, more
effectually to guard the descendants of George the Second, from

marrying without the approbation of His Majesty, his heirs, or

successors." In consequence of this message, a bill was brought

into the Lords, by which it was declared, that none of the Royal

Family, being under the age of 25 years, should marry without the

King's consent ; after attaining that age, they were at liberty, in

case of the King's refusal, to apply to the Privy Council by an-

nouncing the name of the person they were desirous to espouse, and

if, within a year, neither House of Parliament should address the

King against it, the marriage might be solemnized ; but all persons

assisting in, or knowing of an intention in any of the Royal Fa-

mily to marry without fulfilling these ceremonies, and not disclos-

ing it, should incur the penalties of a premunire. The Bill passed

the Lords after much opposition. In the Commons every clause

was debated with great warmth. On the 9th of March, Mr. Dow-
deswell moved, " That it does not appear that the proposition

offered in His Majesty's Message, viz. ' That the right of approv-

ing all marriages in the Royal Family has ever belonged to the

Kings of this realm as a matter of public concern,' is founded in

law, or warranted by the opinion of the Judges of England. Upon
this motion, Mr. Welbore Ellis moved the other orders of the

day. A long and violent debate ensued, in the course of which,

Mr. Fox entered on the matter in -debate. He said, that it

gave him much pain to be obliged to differ from a minister

whose general conduct he so much approved, and whose
political principles he admired; a minister wfio, with unex-

ampled resolution, had stood forth in the most critical

and dangerous moment to save his country from that anarchy

and confusion into which it was about to be plunged by fac-

tious and Ul-designuig men. But sicice, by some uuaccount-
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able fatality, that same minister had become the promoter of

a Bill which seemed big with mischief, and likely to bring
upon the country that very anarchy and confusion from Avliich

his former conduct had rescued it, no consideration of regard

or good opinion should prevent him from giving his most de-

termined opposition to every part of the Bill in every stage of
its progress. He then entered into the argument, and in the

remainder of his speech there was nothing personal to Lord
North. When Lord North rose to speak in the course of the

debate, he took notice of what Mr. Fox had said with regard
to him, and observed, that he lliould always lament when a
gentleman of whose abilities and integrity he had so high an
opinion differed from him, and that the manly, open, and
spirited manner in which that gentleman had, from the first,

communicated to him his objections to the Bill, and his inten-

tions of opposing it, had increased instead of lessening the

esteem in which he held him.

The question being put, That the other orders of the day be
now read, the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

v„ , , i"Mr. Onslow \ ,3 ,, ("Mr. Charles Fox

7

lEAS-jTyy ^ }- 268 Noes -J T./r o r Ho.
t^Mr. Cooper 3 \My. Seymour j ^

Mr. Dowdeswell's motion was consequently lost. The Bill was
passed, on the 24th of March, without any amendment.

Motion for a Committee to consider of the Subscrip-
tion TO the Thirty-nine Articles.

February 23. 1773.

cm WILLIAMMEREDITH having moved the order ofthe day,
^ for the House to resolve itself into a Committee of the whole
House, to consider of the Subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles

of the Church of England, or any other Test now required of per-

sons in either of the two Univessities, several Members were for

putting an immediate negative tliereon, and called loudly for the

question, whether the Speaker should leave the Chair. Sir Wil-
liam acquainted the House with his general reasons, as well as

what appeared to be the sense of the House last year, on the im-

propriety of imposing Tests upon youth at the time of matricula-

tion ; and assured those gentlemen, that if they were determined
to put a negative upon the proposed inquiry, in the first instance,

he intended to transfer the debate from the present motion, to

another question, namely, Whether this House be competent to

VOL. I. C
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judge of the propriety or impropriety of any Subscription or Test

established at our Universities ? The motion for the Speaker's

leaving the Chair, was opposed by Sir Roger Newdigate, Mr.
Welbore Ellis, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. Jenkinson, Sir William Dolden^

and Lord North ; and supported by Mr. Dowdeswell, Mr. Grey,

Mr. Frederick Montagu, and Mr. Fox.

Mr. Fox said : I rejoice, Sir, to find that we are at last got

into a debate from which I was afraid we were altogether de-

parting. As the matter has been managed, the question before

this House is simply, Whether it be at all expedient for the

legislative power to interpose in an affair of this kind ?

I was exceedingly young. Sir, when I went to the Univer-

sity ; not however so young but that the matter of Subscrip-

tion struck me. At the age of twelve, youth, when matricu-

lated, are required to subscribe, ' Articuli fidei duntaxat,' but

at sixteen, they are to subscribe the oaths of allegiance and
supremacy : now. Sir, whether it be supposed that their po-

litical creed is of more importance than their religious one, I

will not take upon me to determine, but it should seem that

the institution supposes them not capable of understanding

the sublime mysteries ofpolitics until sixteen, though at twelve

it is apprehended that they can both understand, relish, and

swallov/ down the sublimcr mysteries of religion ! As to the

distinction which has been laid dowTi by a right honourable

gentleman who spoke some time since, that " it is only sub-

scribing to w^hat they are hereafter to be instructed in, and
means no more than a repetition of a creed," Sir, this sub-

scription, as well as repetition, is a solemn thing ; it is a seri-

ous attestation of the truth of propositions, not a syllable of

which, according to the right honourable gentleman's own
confession, the youth who subscribes can understand. Why,
therefore, attest the truth of what he is ignorant ? Is not this

to teach our youth to prevaricate ? And will not a habit of

prevarication lead to the destruction of all that prompt, inge-

nuous frankness, which ought to be the glory and the pride

of youth ?

This House, Sir, is accustomed to accept of the simple af-

firmation of witnesses ; and is it not a dangerous doctrine to

teach, that because an oath is not administered, a person may
solemnly bear attestation to the truth of what may, for aught

he can tell, be entirely false ? I, Sir, can relish no such doc-

trine ; I think it has a highly injurious tendency; and I should

therefore wish that the Speaker should leave the chair, in

order that we may discuss the advantages which can redound

to the state, as v/ell as to individuals, from our youth being

12
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trained solemnly to attest and subscribe to the truth of a string

of propositions, all of which they are as entirely ignorant of

as they are ofthe face of the country said to be in the moon.

The question being put, That the Speaker do leave the chairj

the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

v., . c V Mr. C.James Fox! ^ xt f Sir ILNewdiaratel
Y^^'i Mr. F.Montagu | ^7--Noes jg^^^^^^ j^J^^ | 159-

So it passed in the negative.

The Reverend John Horne's Libel on the Speaker of
THE House of Commons.

February 11. 1774.

T^HE SPEAKER, Sir Fletcher Norton, complained to the House,
-*- of a Letter which had been addressed to him in the Public^

Advertiser of that day, figned " Strike—but Hear," charging him
with injustice, and with a predilection for Mr. De Grey, in the

progress of the Tottington Inclosure Bill. Sir Edward Astley and
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, who wei'e fully acquainted with the

progress of the affair, denied all the facts chai'ged in the Letter,

and asserted that there had not been the least partiality in the

Speaker, as the whole business had been transacted according to

the usual forms. The House was now silent for the space of

two minutes, and the order of the day was going to be read, when
Mr. Herbert, conceiving that an attack of such an atrocious na-

ture upon the character of their Speaker was not to be passed

over without exposing the privileges of the House to the utmost

contempt, moved, That H. S. Woodfall, the printer of the Public

Advertiser, do attend that House. Sir Joseph Mawbey thought

the Letter was written with a view to injure the liberty of the

press, and set His Majesty again at variance with the City : he,

therefore, wished the House to abstain from noticing the Libel,

and referred the Speaker to the courts of law for redress.

Mr. Fox said, he agreed with the worthy baronet, that the

Letter was written with an intent to injure the liberty of the

pi'ess, for it was full of such flagrant falsehoods, that no
man of sense who read it, could put the least belief in it *.

* A copy of the Libel will be found in the New Parliamentary History,

vol. 17. p, 1006. It is of considerable length. It accuses Sii" Fletcher

of a scandalous violation of his dangerous trust, and of gross and wilful

c %
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He likewise agreed, that the motion might be productive of

unpleasant effects ; but, was any member of that House, and
much more their Speaker, to be libelled in so gross a man-
ner, and be obliged to descend to a law-suit ? No ! he hoped

they would always preserve their jnivileges, and protect them-

selves ; for it would be an absurdity to appeal to an inferior

court for protection. Would the Court of King's Bench,

for instance, apply to the Court of Common Pleas ? The
honourable baronet dreaded the copscquences that might

arise from the motion ; and with reason. For the printers,

from the lenity they had experienced when they were last at

the bar *, seemed to imagine, that they had a right to libel

any of the members, and if suffered to go on at that rate,

would next claim, as one of their privileges, the right of

libelling whomsoever they pleased. The House was now
warm in the matter, and now, therefore, was the properest

time to discuss and go through with it.

After a debate of some length, the House resolved, " That
the said Letter to Sir Fletcher Norton is a false, malicious, and
scandalous Libel, highly reflecting on the character of the Speaker
of this House, to the dishonour of this House, and in violation

of the privileges thereof;" and the printer was ordered to attend

on the 14th. Mr. Woodfall obeyed the summons, and on being

interrogated, informed the House, that the Reverend John Home
was the author of the obnoxious paper. The House resolved,

that the Printer was guilty of a breach of privilege ; and Mr.
Herbert moved, that he might be taken into the custody of the

Serjeant at Arms. This occasioned a debate

:

falsehood. It concludes thus : " Sir, I am free to acknowledge that such

language as this I hold to you, and in such a disreputable channel,

should not in a policed nation be suffered even to a private individual,

much less to the first great officer of the people. But, alas ! we are

not a policed nation ; for the laws have lost their edge towards the

guilty, and are no longer the refuge of the innocent. You are not the

officer of the people; for though you berv that respected and awful

name, yet yourself and all others know that you owe your situation

to the corrupt influence of that accursed plan of power, which has left

us no right but that of lamentation. This right I will freely exercise in

this country, until the tongue shall cleave to the roof of my mouth.
All sorts of punishment, I know, are at the discretion of your employers

;

and, according to their fancy or pohcy, they will, when they please, ii*-

flict it. But I shall think myself well rewarded, if I can only awakea
from their lethargy some few honest members of the House of Com-
mons, to watch over the wickedness which you are daily perpetrating

under the pretence of form. And whatever happens to myself, I will,

ttith the patient Greek of old, " Strik£ — but Hear.**

* See page 9.
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Mr. Fox said, he was not against shewing lenity to any
man; but to a person who had been- proved to be giiilly of

such an atrocious crime, lie thought the bare commitment to

the custody of the Seijeant at Arms was not sufficient : it

was, therefore, his intention to move that he be committed to

Newgate, as the proper place where offenders should be sent

to, although hints had been thrown out, that the sheriffs of

JLondon would not admit him. He said, that the printer,

for the purpose of shewing the House how much he regarded

the Speaker's order, had, on Saturday morning last, printed

verbatim the Resolutions of the House. He then moved
his Amendment, by leaving out the words, " taken into the

custody of the Serjeant at Arms attending this House,"
and inserting the words " committed to Newgate" instead

thereof.

Lord North said he was sorry to hear Mr. Fox mention, that

hints had been thrown out of what the Sheriffs of London would
do. He hoped there were no persons who would dispute the

power of the House, and would therefore move, that the printer

be committed to the Gate-house, as he thought it would be
higlily imprudent to force themselves into a contest with the City.

As to shewing lenity, he had no objection, provided the printer

would afterwards petition ; but it was necessary, for the honovir of
the House, that he should be committed to some gaol. Captain
Phipps was surprized to hear the word honour mentioned in the

House ; he thought it had been discarded : he knew of no honour
they ought to contend for, but the honour of doing the duty of
their constituents : if they acted consistently, they need never be
afraid of their conduct being arraigned ; but he was sorry to say
they had lost the confidence of the people.

Mr. Fox insisted, that the members had not lost the con-

fidence of the people by the conduct they had pursued with

regard to the Middlesex Election, as had foolishly been ima-
gined, but by tamely submitting to the numerous insults that

had been offered to the Sovereign and to the House. Had
he his will, he declared that the Aldermen and others who
had presented their Remonstrances to the throne, should have

been taken into custody. A few years ago, the House had
sent two Aldermen of London to the Tower *, but had suf-

fered a paltry printer, J. Miller, to hold them in contempt

:

the man had not yet obeyed their summons, and, he sup-

posed, never would. By these means it was, that the mem-
bers had foi-feited the good will of their constituents ; but he

* See p. 14.
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hoped they would now prove, that no man in the kingdom,
the House of Peers excepted, had a right to disobey the or-

der of tliat House ; for if they had a right to summon per-

sons for information, they had a right to summon them for

any thing.

After some further debate, Mr. Fox withdrew his motion

;

Lord North moved his amendment ; and the question being put,

That the words " taken into the custody of the Serjeant at

Arms attending this House," stand part of the question, the

House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

Yeas i
^''' Ed. Astley 7 -v. \

Lord Lisburne 7 .g

Mr. Woodfall was accordingly taken into the custody of the

Serjeant at Arms ; and the Reverend John Home was ordered to

attend the House on the i6th. After some demurs relative to

the summons, Mr. Home was brought before the House. He
extricated himself from the accusation with great dexterity

:

having attempted to remove the imputation of contumacy, he
desired to know whether what Mr. Woodfall had said at the bar
was the only evidence and charge against him? The Speaker
said it was the charge. Mr. Home then said, it was very droll,

for he had a charge against him. He concluded with saying, that

he should plead there, as in every other court of justice. Not
guilty. The House was embarrassed. Mr. Woodfall was again

called in, and confronted with Mr. Home ; but as he was im-

plicated in the guilt of the publication, his testimony was not
deemed admissible, and three of his journeymen were ordered to

attend. They attended accordingly, on the i8th, and were exa-
mined, but their evidence not going to fix the Libel upon Mr.
Home, Mr. Herbert apologized for the trouble he had given the

House, and added, that as the evidence had not proved Mr.
Home the author of the Libel, to evince his impartiality, he
should move, That he be discharged out of the custody of the

Serjeant at Arms.

Mr. Fox, though he was not against the discharge of the

prisoner, hoped the faihu'e of evidence would be a cautic^ to

tlie House in their future proceedings; and particularly that

* A few days after this debate, namely, on the 28th of Febraaiy, while

Mr. Fox was actually engaged in conversation with Lord North on iiidil-

ferent subjects, in the House of Commons, tlie following laconic card

of dismission from the Board of Treasury was delivered to him by one
of the door-keepers

:

" His Majesty has thought proper to order a new Commission of Trea-

sury to be iiiade out, in which I do not see your name. Nohth."
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they might not think the printer deserved any lenity for

obeying the summons, or giving up the author of the libel

;

seeing that he had done no more than his duty. The author,

Mr. Fox observed, was no object to him ; the printer who had
inserted so infamous a libel, he was the greatest culprit, and
ought to have been committed to Newgate, as was at first

moved. He should, however, reserve his sentiments, until

the printer thought proper to petition the House for his dii

charge.

On the 2d of March, Captain Phipps begged leave to present

a petition from Mr. Woodfall, praying to be released from his

confinement.

Mr. Fox said, he should not oppose the petition being pre-

sented, but he thought the noble lord (North) who had shone

so amazingly in this business, and M'ho was so great a lover

of the liberty of the press, ought to have been present, and
likewise the original mover of the business. He said, it was
pitiful in them to depute another person to declare their will

:

it seemed as if they were ashamed of their proceedings, which
the noble lord Iiad no occasion to be ; for no one could yet

tell, by his declarations, which side he meant to espouse.

The noble lord, on the first day of the business, had declared,

that should the prisoner petition at ever so early a period, he
would not be against it

;
yet, after a week's confinement, he

did petition, and the noble lord went from his word, not out

of any regard for the privileges of the House, but merely to

please an individual.

The petition was then presented, and on the motion of
Captain Phipps, Mr. Woodfall was brought to the bar and
discharged.

Mr. Fox's Complaint of a Libel on the Revolution
OF 1688.

February 16. 1774.

Mr. Fox rose and said

:

MR. SPEAKER; the part I have hitherto taken in the

matter of libels that has recently occupied the attention

of this House, calls upon me at present to take notice of a
fresh libel of a nature, if possible, still more mischievous and

c 4



24 MR. fox's complaint OF A LIBEL [Feb. 1 6,

detestable, than that for which you have ah'eady punished one
printer. Sir, the paper I allude to is one that I have in my
hand ; it is a letter in the Public Advertiser, and also in the

Morning Chronicle, of this morning, signed " A South Bri-

ton *." Sir, I esteem it one ofthe highest and most atrocious

* The following is a copy of the said letter

:

" Sir ; the following curses are by God denounced in holy writ : au-sed

is he that curses father or mother ; cursed is he that removeth his neigh-

boiu-'s landmark ; cursed are the unmerciful, covetous persons, and extor-

tioners. Now, as to the first, surely that man must lie under that curse,

"who by force drives his father from his possession, and hires people
with his father's money to murder him. As to the second ciu-se, if it is

a damnable sin to remove a neighbour's land-mark to defraud him of a
bit of ground, how great, how tremendously great must that man's curse

be, who, although he lets the land-mark stand, yet by force defrauds

him of his whole ground and property ! And that man who is guilty

of the above must certainly be an unmerciful, covetous, extortionable

man. This day 84 years, just at the very time the curses of God were
by his lawful ministers pronouncing in almost every church in England,

Scotland, and Ireland, an herald was proclaiming two undutiful children

King and Queen of England, &c. But peace to their manes : they, in a

short time afterwards, were obliged to appear where rebellion, perjury,

fraud, cunning, and deceit would stand in no good stead. But let us see

and consider the advantages tiie subjects gained by that glorious day's work

:

before that period the subjects were not encumbered with so much as one
penny national debt ; and the whole of all their taxes united together

scarcely amounted to threepence in the pound. Now take all our taxes

of every sort united, they amount to about 15s. in the poimd, three parts

of our whole property (the imdoubted cause of provisions being dear), and
as the King goes on, the remaining fourth must soon follow ; and suppose

the national debt to be 140 millions, which funded and vmfunded I believe

will amount to that sum, then for every single day since the Revolution we
have been blessed with an accumulating debt, amounting to upwards of

4562!. 19s. 84d. per day ; a blessing on us and om* posterity for ever, so

8ure as the Revolution was a blessing, if otherwise a cm'se and burthen on
us and our latest posterity ; and all the aforesaid millions v,'ere expended

to make the poor and distressed states of Holland become rich, high, and
mighty, the poor electorate of Hanover rich and wealthy, and the subjects

of Great Britain and Ireland in povertj', distress, and slavery ; and since

the aforesaid period our governors have coaxed us to part with the major

part of our money they did not take by force, and in the room thereof to

give us bits of paper; so that the major part of our remaining wealth is

now in their hands ; by which means they keep up the following standing

armies to keep the subject in awe, po-\'ert3', distress, and slavery : a stand-

ing army of great placemen, a standing army of excisemen, permit-men,

custom-house officers, with the other innumerable company of little place-

men, a standing army of devouring locusts, called pensioners, and a stand-

iuf army of soldiers ; by all which means our liberties are become barely

nominal, and our paper property of every sort whenever the pleases

c:m be wiped out with a sponge.
" If we consider religion, the church of England flourished before that

period ; but since that time popery and fanaticism have encreased, espe-

cially of late years, to such a degree, that, without the spirit of prophecy,

we may foretel that in a few years the chui'ch of England will be extinct,

unless God in his great mercy preserves us.
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calumnies ; one of the vilest libels on the constitution of this

country, that ever was published. It is not an abuse of this

person or of that person, but of the constitution of this kino--

dom: it is a libel upon the glorious Revolution in i688, and
terms it expressly a rebellion against King James. Sir, I

am so much an enemy to all libels — to all licentiousness of

the press— though a friend to the legal liberty of it— that I

am induced to bring libels of all denominations on the car-

pet. 1 am expressly for putting a stop, and an effectual one,

to so scandalous a practice. And this which I hold in my
hand is of such an abominable nature, that I am confident

there is not a gentleman in the House who will disasfree with

me on this occasion. I think, Sir, the motion with which I

shall conclude will occasion no debate. I am sure it will be
a dishonour to the House, if there should be a debate upon
it. The glorious Revolution was the eera of the liberties—
of the happiness of Britain. It was an aera which demands
every tribute of honour and* applause that the heart of man
can give ; and ill does he deserve a seat in this House, who
can tamely sit and see the most infamous libels, the most
licentious scurrility, daily exercised upon the event, to which,

of all others, this country is the most indebted. I therefore

request, as a foundation for a motion, that the papers may be

read. [The Public Advertiser and Morning Chronicle were
accordingly delivered in, and the letter read.] Now, Sir, I

move, " That the said Letter is a false, scandalous, and trai-

torous Libel upon the Constitution of this Country, and tend-

ing to alienate the Affections of His Majesty's subjects from

His Majesty and his Royal Family."

The motion was not objected to, but Mr. Thomas Townsend
regi-etted that this poor, despicable South Briton should be pu-
nished, after so many more pernicious libellers were permitted to

walk at large. From the conviction and punishment of Dr. Sheb-
beare to the present moment, no papers of this sort had been
taken notice of: the revilers of the revolution, and the principles

of the revolution, had been applauded, revered, and even pen-
sioned : Drs. Stiebbeare and Johnson had been pensioned, while

this wretched South Briton was to be prosecuted. Upon this,

" If we look into morality, our governors since that period, by their

wicked examples of bribery, corruption, dissipation, gaming, and every

species of wickedness that can be committed, have so debauched the morals

of the people, that morahty is in the same deplorable contlition of liberty,

property, and religion, viz. almost vanished from these once liap])y isles !

On the whole, if a tree is to be known by its fruits, who dare say the rebel-

lion against King James was not a glorious revolution ?
" " I am, A South Brttox,*'
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Mr. Fox said : Sir, I cannot subscribe to the propriety of
coupling Dr. Johnson and Dr. Shebbeare together. I should
be very much against persecuting a man of great hterary

abilities, for any opinions which he might happen to drop in

works not professedly political. I know not the passages

which the right honourable gentleman alludes to, but I must
make an eternal distinction between the cases which he re-

presents as the same. The peculiar opinions of men of great

literary abilities, who have accidentally dropped them, are not
what I think ought to meet with persecution. To do so

would be to injure the cause of literature, which is ever best

encourajjed under a free covernment.

The motion was carried. After which it was ordered, on the
motion of Mr. Fox, " That Mr. Attorney-General do forthwith

prosecute the author, printers, and publishers of the said false,

scandalous, and traitorous libel." *

Boston- Port Bill.

March 23.

jN the 14th of March, Lord North moved, " That Leave be
given to bring in a Bill for the immediate Removal of the

Officers concerned in the Collection and Management of His Ma-
jesty's Duties and Customs from the Town of Boston, in the Pro-

vince of Massachuset's Bay, in North America ; and to discontinue

the landing and discharging, lading and shipping of Goods, Wares,
and Merchandize at the said Town of Boston, or within the Harbour
thereof." Many debates took place during the progress of the bill.

On the 23d the House went into a committee. On the question

upon the clause, which vests in the crown the power to restore the

port.

* The trial of INIr. William Woodfall for printing the said libel in the

Morning Chronicle came on in the Court of King's Bench upon the nth
of July following, before Lord Mansfield and a special jury. The trial

lasted about an hoiu", when the jury went out, and after staying five hours,

brought in their verdict, guilty. Immediately after came on the trial of
Mr. H. S. Woodfall for printing the said letter in the Public Advertiser,

which lasted half an hoiu", when the jury went out, returned in half an
hour, and brought in their verdict, guilty. They were aften,vards sentenced

to pay each a fine of aoo marks, and suffer three months' imprisonment io

'•''e Kins's Bench,
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Mr. Fox said, he should give it his negative, as it was
trusting the crown with that power which parliament were
afraid to trust themselves with : and if he did not succeed in

his negative to this clause, he should object to the one follow-

ing, which seemed to militate against the measure adopted
in this ; as a restraint was there laid upon the crown unt'il

the East India Company were indemnified for the loss they
had sustained. This bill, he said, was calculated for three

purposes ; the first for securing the trade, the second for pu-
nishing the Bostonians, and the third for satisfaction to the

East India Company. He said, the first clause did not give

a true and exact distinction by what means, and at what pe-

riod, the crown was to exercise the power vested in it ; he
thought that application for relief should come to pai-liament

only, and that the power of affording such relief should not

be lodged in the crown. The quarrel was with Parliament,

and Parliament was the proper power to end it ; not, said he,

ironically, that there is any reason to distrust His Majesty's

ministers, that they will not restore the port when it shall be

proper ; but I want to hear the reason why this clause should

be so left in the judgment of the crown, and the next clause

should be so particularly granted, with such a guard upon His
Majesty, to prevent him from restoring the port until the East

India Company should be fully satisfied.

The clauses objected to passed without any division.

Repeal of the American Tea Duty Bill.

Ajyril 19.

SEVERAL members who had voted for the bill to shut up the

port of Boston, were nevertheless of opinion, that something

of a conciliatory nature should attend this measure of severity

;

that parliament, whilst it resented the outrages of the American

populace, ought not to irritate the sober part of the colonies ; that

if they had satisfaction in the matter of taxes, they would become
instrumental in keeping the inferior and more turbulent in order

;

and that this sacrifice to peace would be made at no considerable

expence. On the 19th of April, therefore, Mr. Rose Fuller

moved, " That this House will, on this day sevennight, resolve

itself into a Committee of the wdiole House, to talce into consider-

ation the Duty of 3d. per pound v.-eight upon Tea, payable in all

His Majesty's Dominions in America, imposed by an Act made in
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the 7th Year of His present Majesty, intituled, ' An act for grant-

ing certain duties in the British colonies and plantations in Ame-
rica, for allowing a drawback of the duties of customs upon the

exportation from this kingdom of coffee and cocoa nuts, of the

produce of the said colonies or plantations, for discontinuing the

drawbacks payable on China earthenware exported to America

;

and for more effectually preventing the clandestine running of
goods in the said colonies and plantations.' " Upon this occasion

it Avas, that Mr. Burke made his celebrated speech on American
taxation. In the course of the debate,

Mr. Fox said : Let us consider, Sir, what is the state of

America with regard to this country ; the Americans will be-

come useful subjects, if you use them with that temper and
lenity which you ought to do. When the stamp act was re-

pealed, murmurs ceased, and quiet succeeded. Taxes have
produced a contrary behaviour ; quiet has been succeeded by
riots and disturbances. Here is an absolute dereliction of the

authority of this country. It has been said, that America is

not represented in this House, but the Americans are full as

virtually taxed, as \drtually represented. A tax can only be
laid for three purposes ; the first for a commercial regulation,

the second lor a revenue, and the third for asserting your
right. - As to the two first, it has cleai'ly been denied that it

is for either ; as to the latter, it is only done with a A'iew to

irritate and declare war against the Americans, which, if you
persist in, I am cleai'ly of opinion you will effect, or force them
into open rebellion.

The House divided : Yeas 49 : Noes 182. So the motion was
negatived.

Bill for the better regulating the Government of
Massachuset's Bay.

April 22.

QHORTLY after the passing of the Boston port act, a bill wasO brought in " for the better regulating the Government of

Massachuset's Bay." The purpose of this bill was to alter the

constitution of that province as it stood upon the charter of King
William ; to take the w hole executive power out of the hands of
the democratic part, and to vest the nomination of counsellors,

judges, and magistrates of all kinds, including the sheriffs, in the

crown, and in some cases in the King's governor, and all to be
removeable at the pleasure of the crown. On the second reading;

I
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of the bill, upon the azd of April, Mr. Rigby declared, that Great
Britain had a right to tax America ; that he was not for putting
on any new tax at that particular crisis ; but when things were
returned to a peaceable state, he would then begin to exercise
the right. He added, that we had a right to tax Ireland, if there
was a necessity so to do, in order to help the mother country. In
reply to this speech,

Mr. Fox said

:

Sir, I am glad to hear from the riglit honourable o-entle-

man who spoke last, that now is not the time to tax America ;

that the only time for doing that is, when all these disturb-
ances are quelled, and the people are returned to their duty I

so, I find, that taxes are to be the reward of obedience ; and
the Americans, who are considered to have been in open re-

bellion, are to be rewarded by acquiescing to their measures.
When will be the time that America ought to have heavy
taxes laid upon her ? The right honourable gentleman tells

you, that that time is when the Americans are returned to

peace and quietness. The right honourable gentleman tells

us also, that we have a right to tax Ireland ; however I may
agree with him in regard to the principle, sure I am that it

would not be policy to exercise it. I believe wc have no more
right to tax the one than the other. I believe America is

wrong in resisting against this country, with regard to its

legislative authority. It was an old opinion, and 1 believe a
very true one, that there was a dispensing power in the crown,
but whenever that dispensing power was pretended to be
exercised, it was always rejected and opposed to the utmost,
because it operated on me, as a subject, to the detriment of
my property and liberty ; but, Sir, there has been a constant
line of conduct practised in this country towards America,
consisting of violence and weakness. I wish such measures
to be discontinued ; nor can I think that the stamp act would
have been submitted to without resistance, if the administra-

tion had not been changed. The bill before you is not Avhat

ou want ; it will irritate the minds of the people, but does
not correct the deficiencies of the government of Massachu-
set's Bay.

The bill was then committed.

Mai/ 2.

On the order of the day for the third reading of the bill,

Mr. Fox said

:

I take this to be the question, Whether America is to be
governed by force, or management 2 I never coidd conceive
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that the Americans ought to be taxed without their consent.

Just as the House of Commons stands to the House of Lords,

with regard to taxation and legislation, so stands America
with Great Britain. There is not an American, but who
must reject and resist the principle and right of our taxing

them. The question, then, is shortly tliis, Whether we ought

to govern America on these principles? Can this country

gain strength by keeping up such a dispute as this ? Tell

me when America is to be taxed, so as to relieve the burthens

of this country. I look upon this measure to be in effect

taking away their charter : if their charter is to be taken

r,way, for God's sake let it be taken away by law, and not

by legislative coercion : but I cannot conceive that any law

whatever, while their charter continues, will make them think

that you have a right to tax them. If a system of force is to

be established, there is no provision for that in this bill ; it

does not go far enough ; if it is to induce them by fair means,

it goes too far. The only method by which the Americans

will ever think they are attached to this country, will be by
our laying aside the right of taxing. I consider this bill as

a bill of pains and penalties, for it begins with a crime, and
ends with a punishment ; and I wish gentlemen would con-

sider, whether it is more proper to govern by military force, or

by management.

The House divided on the third reading of the bill : Yeas 239 1

Noes 64.

Petitions for Reconciliation with America.

Ja?iuaty 22' 17 75* ,

ABOUT this time numerous petitions were presented froi;n»tIie -7

great mercantile cities and towns, praying Parliameilt to

desist from those proceedings which had occasioned the American
association so prejudicial to commerce. On the first petition

from the merchants of London, a strenuous debate arose. Mr.
Alderman Hayley, who presented it, moved that it should be
referred to the committee who were appointed to take into con-

sideration the papers relating to the disturbances in North
America. This seemed to be so natural, and so much a matter

of course, as scarcely to admit of a controversy. Mtnisters, how
ever, opposed the motion. A separate committee for the con-

sideration of the Merchants' Petition was proposed, and Sir Wil-
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Ham Meredith moved, that it should be referred to a Committee
on the 27th, the day succeeding that on which the Committee was
to take the American papers into consideration. The conduct of
ministers was severely arraigned, and much ridicule was thrown
on the proposed Committee, which Mr. Burke called a Coventry
Committee, and a Committee of Oblivion.

Mr. Fox repeatedly called on Lord North to know, who
was the man that advised the late acts against the Americans

;

for he it was who had created the disturbances, he it was who
had placed General Gage and his troops in the ridiculous

situation in which they at present were, and he it was who
ought to answer to his country for the mischievous conse-

quences that might ensue. He attacked the minister violently;

pointed out his delays before Christmas, and his speed after.

He said that the Committee now proposed was no more than
a mere farce to delude the merchants, as he was certain that

nothing serious was intended.

The House divided : For the Amendment 197 : Against it 81.

January 27.

The merchants of London, displeased with this reference, pre-

sented a second petition, lamenting the late decision, by which their

former petition was referred to a separate Committee, and by which
they were absolutely precluded from such a hearing in its support,

as could alone procure them that relief which the present de-
plorable state of their trade required. Mr. Alderman Hayley
moved, " That the order for referring the petition to a separate
Committee should be discharged, and that it should be referred

to the Committee of the whole House appointed to consider the
papers relating to the disturbances in North America." The
motion was opposed by Mr. Hans Stanley and Mr. Jenkinson,
and supported by the gentlemen in the minority. The necessity

of hearing the petitioners was warmly pleaded by Mr. Burke. He
lamented the national calamities about to befal this devoted coun-
try. Besides the horrors of a civil war ; besides the slaughtered

innocents who were to be victimated to the counsels of a ministry

precipitate to dye the rivers of America with the blood of her
inhabitants ; besides these disasters, an impoverished revenue,
famished millions, the stagnation of manufactures, the total over-

throw of commerce, the encrease of the poor's rate, the accumu-
lation of taxes, innumerable bankruptcies, and other shocks which
might make the fabric of public credit totter to its basis— these

were all depicted in the strongest colours by Mr. Burke. He
professedly reserved himself, however, for that day when, if pro-

perly supported by the people, he vowed by all that was dear to

him here and hereafter, he would pursue to condign punishment
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the advisers of measures fraught with every destructive conse-

quence to the constitution, the commerce, the rights and hberties

of this country.

Mr. Fox spoke on the same side. He arraigned, in the

severest terms, the acts of the last parliament, as framed on
false information, conceived in weakness and ignorance, and
executed with negligence. We were promised that, on the

very appearance of troops, all was to be tranquillity at

Boston ; yet so far from subduing the spirit of that people,

these troops were, by the neglect of those who sent them, re-

duced to the most shameful situation, and dishonourably

intrenched within the lines of circumvallation, which a ne-

cessary precaution for their own safety obliged them to form.

He said, that the contrary effect of what the minister had
promised, was foretold; but that the minister, forsooth, in

his usual negligence, avowed, that when he was pursuing a

measiu'e of the last degree of importance, though it were

treasonable in him, (the strength of the words he afterwards

disavowed) yet he thought it would be blameable in him so

much as to enquire what the effects were to be of his mea-
sures. He believed it was the first time any minister dared

to avow that he thought it his duty not to enquire into the

effects of his measures ; but it was suitable to the whole of

the noble lord's conduct, who had no system or plan of con-

duct, no knowledge of business. He had often declared his

unfitness for his station, and he agreed that his conduct

justified his declaration ; and that the country was incensed,

and on the point of being involved in a civil war by his in-

capacity. He pledged himself to join Mr. Burke, in pursuing

the noble lord, and bringing him to answer for the mischiefs

occasioned by his negligence, his inconsistency, and his in-

capacity : he said not this from resentment, but from a con-

viction of the destructive proceedings of a bad minister.

Lord North in the course of his speech observed, that Mr.
Burke and Mr. Fox constantly made a point, not only of attack-

ing, but even of threatening liim. As to general charges, he

could only answer them in general terms ; and when that black,

bitter, trying day should come, which had been prophecied by
one of those gentlemen, and he should bring any particular charge

against him, he trusted he should be able to give it a particular

answer. As to the other gentleman, who found so many causes

of censure, and who disclaimed all resentment, he was sure,

though the honourable gentleman now discovered in him so much
incapacity and negligence, there was a time, when he approved of,

at least, some part of his conduct.

«
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Mr. Fox, in reply to Lord North, said : That my private

resentments have not influenced my public conduct, will be

readily believed, when I assert that I might long since have

justly charged the noble lord, with the most unexampled

treachery and falsehood.— Here Mr. Fox was called to or-

der, and the House grew clamorous. He sat down twice or

thrice, and on rising each time, repeated the same words

;

but at length, assuring the Flouse he would abstain from

every thing personal, he was permitted to proceed. He then

repeated his former charges of negligence, incapacity, and

inconsistency; and added, that though he at one time ap-

proved of part of the noble lord's conduct, he never approved

of the whole. He charged all the present disputes with

America, to his negligence and incapacity, and instanced his

inconsistency in the case of the Middlesex election. It was

true, he said, tlie noble lord had often confessed his incapa-

city, and from a consciousness of it, pretended a willingness

to resign ; but the event had proved that whatever his con-

sciousness rniarht have been, his love of the emoluments of

office had completely conquered it.

The House divided on the motion for the discharge of the or-

der : Yeas 89 : Noes 250.

Address to the King upon the Disturbances in North.
America.

February 2.

THE House being in the Committee appointed to take into consi-

deration the papers relating to the Disturbances in North Ame-
rica, Lord North moved, " That an humble Address be presented to

His Majesty, to return His Majesty our most humble thanks, for

having been graciously pleased to communicate to this House, the

several papers relating to the present state of the British colonies

in America, which, by His Majesty's commands, have been laid

before this House, and from which, after taking them into our

most serious consideration, we find, that a part of His Majesty's

subjects in the province of the Massachuset's Bay have proceeded

so far to resist the authority of the supreme legislature, that a
rebellion at this time actually exists within the said province ; and
we see with the utmost concern, that they have been counte-

nanced and encouraged by unlawful combinations and engage-

ments, entered into by His Majesty's subjects, in several of the

other colonies, to the injury and pppressioii of luany of thei|:

VOL. I. D
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innocent fellow subjects resident within the kingdom of Great

Britain and the rest of His Majesty's dominions ; this conduct on

their part appears to us the more inexcusable, when we consider

with how much temper His Majesty and the two Houses of Parlia-

ment have acted, in support' of the laws and constitution of

Great Britain; to declare that we can never so far desert the

trust reposed in us, as to relinquish any part of the sovereign

authority over all His Majesty's dominions, which by law is vested

in His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament ; and that the

conduct of many persons, in several of the colonies, during the

late disturbances, is alone sufficient to convince us how necessary

this power is, for the protection of the lives and fortunes of all

His Majesty's subjects ; that we ever have been, and always shall

be, ready to pay attention and regard to any real grievances of

any of His Majesty's subjects, which shall in a dutiful and consti-

tutional manner be laid before us ; and whenever any of the colonies

shall make a proper application to us, we shall be ready to afford

them every just and reasonable indulgence ; but that, at the same

time, we consider it as our indispensable duty, humbly to beseech

His Majesty, that His Majesty will take the most effectual mea-
sures to enforce due obedience to the laws and authority of the

Bupreme legislature ; and that we beg leave, in the most solemn

manner, to assure His Majesty, that it is our fixed resolution, at

the hazard of our lives and properties, to stand by His Majesty,

against all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of the just rights

of His Majesty and the two Houses of parliament." This motion

occasioned a spirited debate. It was supported by the Attorney

and Solicitor General, and opposed by Mr. Dunning, Mr. Gren-
ville, Mr, Cruger, Captain Luttrell, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Fox.

Mr. Fox, who tipon this occasion is stated to have spoken

better than usual, entered fully into the question. He
pointed out the injustice, the inexpediency, and folly of the

motion ;
prophesied defeat on one side the water, and ruin

and punishment on the other. He moved an amendment to

omit all the motion, but the three or four first lines, and to

substitute the following words : " But deploring that the in-

formation which the pajiers have afforded, serves only to

convince this House that the measures taken by His Ma-
jesty's servants tend rather to widen than to heal the unhappy
differences, which have so long subsisted between Great

Britain and America, and praying a speedy alteration of the

same." *

* Mr. Gibbon, in a letter to Mr. Holroyd, dated February 8. 1775. says,

" I am not damned, according to your charitable wshes, because I have
not acted ; there was such an inundation of speeches, young speeches in

every sense of the word, both on Thursday in the Grand Committee, and
Monday on the Report to the House, thai neither Lord George Germain
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The Committee divided upon Mr. Fox's amendment: Ayes 105;
No.es 304.

Augmentation of the Forces.

February 13.

^^N the loth of February, a Message was presented from His
^^ Majesty, stating that " His Majesty being determined, in con-
quence of the Address of both Houses of Parliament, to take the
most speedy and effectual measures for supporting the just Rights
of his Crown, and the two Houses of Parliament, thinks proper to
acquaint this House, that some addition to his Forces by sea and
land will be necessary for that purpose ; and His Majesty doubts
not but he shall have the concurrence and support of this House
(on whose zeal and affection he entirely relies), in making such
augmentation to his Forces as the present occasion shall be
thought to require." In consequence of this Message, Mr. BuUer
moved, on the 13th, " That an additional number of 2000 men
be allowed for sea service for the year 1775." In the course of
the debate arising out of this motion,

Mr. Fox contended strongly, that taking the affairs of
America on the very footing upon which ministers had thrown
them, their conduct betrayed nothing but incapacity; that

the gentlemen on the treasury-bench were repeatedly telling

the House of the rebellion of the Americans, and how strongly

they were persuaded that they meant to throw off all de-

pendance on this country. How then, said he, are we tq

account for that slothful, dilatory conduct of administration,

in sitting quiet for so many months, and seeming in their

management to have no idea that force could ever be used or
would ever be necessary ? If administration were really per*
suadcd of the views and intentions ol" the Americans, if re-

bellion was written among them in such legible characters,

why did they not take the earliest opportunity of preventino-

those intentions and of stifling that rebellion? Had they
conducted themselves upon the principles of common sense

they certainly would have been earlier in their intelligence to

nor myself could find room for a single word. The principal men both day*
were Fox and Weddcrburne, on the opposite sides ; the latter displayed liis

usual talents; the former, taking the vast compass of the question before
US, discovered powers for regular debate, which neither his friends hoped,
nor his enemies dreaded." Miscellaneous Works, vol, r. p. 489.

J) 2
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Parliament, earlier in their application, and more vigorous

in their measures. . But this, he said, was under the suppo-

sition that they knew the rectitude of their intentions, and
approved of their own conduct. He then deviated into a

personal attack on Lord North, but was uncommonly spirited

throughout.

Lord North's Proposition for Conciliation with
America.

February 20.

"f "TTHILE the Bill for restraining the Coinmerce of the New
^^ England Colonies, and prohibiting their Fishery on the

Banks of Newfoundland, was yet depending, and while nothing but

defiance was hurled at America on the part of Government, Lord
North, to the surprize of Opposition and of many of the adherents

of Ministers, brought forward his famous proposition for concili-

ating the differences with America. Adverting to the terms of the

recent Address to the King upon the Disturbances in North Ame-
rica, he observed, although Parliament could never relinquish

the right of taxation, yet if the Americans would propose means
of contributing their share to the common defence, the exercise

of the right might without hesitation be suspended, and the pri-

vilege of raising their own portion of contribution conceded to the

colonists. This being the sense, and, he believed, the very words

in which he moved the Address, he proposed as a Resolution

:

*' That it is the opinion of this Committee, that when the Go-
vernor, Council, and Assembly, or General Court, of any of His

Majesty's provinces or colonies in America, shall propose to make
provision, according to the condition, circumstances, and situa-

tion, of such province or colony, for contributing their proportion

to the common defence (such proportion to be raised under the

authority of the General Court, or General Assembly, of such

province or colony, and disposable by Parliament) and shall en-

gage to make provision also for the support of the civil govern-

ment, and the administration of justice, in such province or colony,

it will be proper, if such proposal shall be approved by His Ma-
jesty and the two Houses of Parliament, and for so long as such

provision shall be made accordingly, to forbear, in respect of such

province or colony, to levy any duty, tax, or assessment, or to

impose any farther duty, tax, or assessment, except only such

duties as it may be expedient to continue to \e\y or to impose for

the regulation of commerce ; the nett produce of the duties last

mentioned to be carried to the account of such province or
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colony respectively." This proposition gave rise to a long debate

;

in the course of which,

Mr. Fox said :
—

I congratulate my friends, and I congratulate the public,

upon the motion which the noble lord has now produced.

He, who has been hitherto all violence and war, is now
treading back his steps to peace. I congratulate my friends

and the public on those measures which have produced this

effect. It is now seen what the effects are which a firm and
a spirited opposition will produce ; it is the opposition which
has been made in this House, although ineffectual to oppose

the measures of ministers, whilst they were pleased to be
violent, yet has had that effect, that they now find it their

interest and their safety to be otherwise. The noble lord

has receded from his proposition of violence— iias begun (I

mean if he is sincere) to listen to reason ; and, if the same
spirit of opposition continues to resist violence, and to sup-

port the liberties and rights of the colonies, he will grow
every day more and more reasonable. He has quoted, as an
authority, the conduct of nations towards each other ; that,

in the outset of their demands, they claim more than they

are willing to accept; the noble lord has done the same,

and, I dare say, will on a future day be as ready to recede

from what he has now proposed, as he has now been humble

enough to give up what he before so strenuously defended.

I say this upon the supposition that the noble lord is sin-

cere ; but I cannot believe it. Besides the opposition which

the noble lord found obstructing his way, he felt, that even

his frijnds and alhes began to grow slack towards the vigour

of his measures; he was therefore forced to look out for

some propositions that might still induce them to go on

with him, and that might, if possible, persuade the Americans

to trust their rights to his candour and justice. What he

has now proposed to you, does accordingly carry two faces

on its very first appearance. To the Americans, and to

those who are unwilling to proceed in the extremes of vio-

lence against them, he holds out negociation and recon-

ciliation. To those who have engaged with him on condition

that he will support the supremacy of this country unimpaired,

the proposition holds out a persuasion that he never -svill relax

on that point : but, Sir, his friends see that he is relaxing,

and the Committee sees that they are all ready to withdraw

from under his standard. No one in this country, who is

sincerely for peace, will trust the speciousness of his ex-

pressions, and the Americans will reject them with disdain.

D 3
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The Coniniittee divided : For the Resolution 274 : Against

it 88.

Bill for restraining the Commerce of the New Eng-
land Colonies, and prohibiting their Fishery on
the Banks of Newfoundland.

March 6.

/^N the loth of February, Lord North obtained leave to bring
^^ in a Bill " to restrain the Trade and Commerce of the Pro-
vinces of Massachuset's Bay, and New Hampshire ; the Colonies

of Connecticut and Rhode Island, and Providence Plantation in

North America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the British Islands

in the West Indies ; and to prohibit such Provinces and Colonies

from carrying on any Fisheiy on the Banks of Newfoundland,
or other Places therein to be mentioned, under certain Conditions,

and for a Time to be limited." The principal arguments in sup-

port of the Bill were, that as the Americans had refused to trade

with this kingdom, it was just to prevent their commerce with

other nations : whatever distress they might feel, their own con-

duct left them no right of complaint : they had begun the practice

by an association calculated to ruin our merchants, impoverish

our manufacturers, and starve the West India Islands. The Op-
position urged the impolicy of destroying a trade which could

never be restored : God and Nature, they argued, had given the

Newfoundland Fishery to New, and not to Old England. The
penalties confounded the innocent with the guilty ; nor was it

possible for Government to issue such a proclamation as would
afford security to all who were well-intentioned. The Bill was
calculated, they said, to irritate the Americans and starve four

provinces ; and the danger of the Americans withholding the

debts due to British merchants was strongly urged. During
the progress of the Bill, petitions were presented from the Ame-
rican merchants in London, from the merchants of Poole, from

the Quakers, and from the merchants of Waterford. They were
referred to a Committee, and many witnesses examined. On
the 6th of March, upon the motion that the Bill be engrossed,

Mr. Fox said, that the bill must have been calculated to

put an end to all tliat remained of the legislative authority of

Great Britain over America; that it must be intended to

shew to the colonies that there was no one branch of supreme

authority, which Parliament might not abuse in such a man-
Tier, as to render it reasonable to deny, and necessary to resist

it. To prove this he went through the history of the several
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steps by which the authority of Parhament had been denied,

because it had been abused. At first, the Americans being

pressed by Parhament not chusing to leave them their old

privilege, whether that privilege was by law, custom, or mere
indulgence, of taxing themselves internally, denied only our

right of internal taxation. However, it was soon proved to

them, by argument and practice, that an external tax could

be made to answer all the purposes, and to produce all the

mischiefs, of internal taxation. They then denied the right

of taxing for supply. Parliament next proceeded violently

to deprive them of their charters, and to make other acts for

the regulation of their government ; then they denied your

power of internal legislation. But still in the midst of all

their violence and all their provocation thereto, they had
never hitherto formally rejected the power of Parliament to

bind their trade. But the British legislature was naw to con-

vince the Americans, that if but a single branch of legislative

power were left to this country, we could make that single

power answer all the purposes of a power to tax. This bill,

which was to restrain their commerce until they submitted,

until they ceased to resist our taxing authority, and, indeed,

whatever else was thought fit to be imposed on them, would

convince, he said, the Americans, that this power, thus used,

might be made by far the most oppressive, and,worse than

any of those they had hitherto denied. He was quite satis-

fied, that the bill was meant for nothing else but to exasperate

the colonies into open and direct rebellion. Hitherto rebel-

,

lion was only asserted, and that ambiguously, of one colony.

It would from this bill probably become apparent, and univer-

sal in all; and thus give an opportunity for drawing the

sword, and throwing away the scabbard. He indeed ao
quitted the ministry of a design of raising a rebellion for the

mere purpose of havoc and destruction ; but said, that as by

their injudicious measures they had brought the colonies into

a state of the greatest disobedience, disorder, and confusion,

without being at the same time within the legal description of

rebellion, this was a state of things full of the greatest diffi-

culties, and in which it required the utmost nicety to conduct

government. But when things were brought to the length of

rebellion, the course of proceeding, however desperate, was

simple and obvious: and as by this act all means of ac-

quiring a livehhood, or of receiving provisions were cut off^

no other alternative was left, but starvation or rebellion.

The motion was supported by Lord Howe, the Solicitor-General

of Scotland (Mr. Henry Dundas), and Mr. Jenkinson ; and op-

posed by Mr. Fox, Mr. T. Townsbend, and Mr. Burke. The

D 4
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question being put, that the Bill, with the Amendments, be in-

grossed ; the House divided :

Tellers. l^ellers.

yr f LordLisburnel xt f Mr.T.Townshend ) ^
^^^'JMr.Dundas y'S ^^^^Mr.Burlce j

^^-

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On the 8th of May, the bill being read a third time, Mr. Hartley
moved, that the following clause be added by way of ryder:
" That nothing in the act shall extend to prohibit the importation

into any or either of the said provinces, of any fuel, meal, corn,

flour, or victual, which shall be brovight coastv-ise from any part

of the continent of America." This motion brought before the

House, in aggravated colours, the question of involving in one
common famine the friend and the foe of government ; the resist-

ing adult, the feeble infant, the pregnant female, and the decrepid

elder. The clause was opposed by Lord North, Lord Clare,

Governor Pownall, and Mr. Henry Dundas. Mr. Burke observed,

that the bill not only had taken from these people the means of

subsisting themselves by their own labour, but, rejecting the clause

now proposed, took from them the means of being subsisted by
the charity of their friends. " You had reduced the people to

beggar}'," said he, " and now you take the beggar's scrip from
them. You even dash from the mouth of hunger the morsel which
the hand of charity would stretch out to it."

Mr. Fox said : I think, Sir, you have now, by refusing

this proposition, completed the system of your folly. You
had some friends yet left in New England. You yourselves

made a parade of the number you had there. But you have

not treated them like friends. Rather than not make the

ruin of that devoted country complete, your fi-iends are to be
involved in one common famine ! How must they feel, what
must they tliink, when the people against whom they have
stood out in support of your measures, say to them, " Y^ou

see now what friends in England you have depended upon ;

they separated you from youi' real friends here, while they

hoped to ruin us by it ; but since they cannot destroy us

without mixing you in the common carnage, your merits to

them will not now save you
; you are to be butchered and

starved indiscriminately with us ! What have you to look

to for support but resistance ? You are treated in common
with us as rebels, whether you rebel or not. Y'our loyalty has

ruined you. Rebellion alone— if resistance is rebellion —
can save you from famine and ruin." When these things

are said to them, what can they answer ? What part have
they to take ? They must resist in common with those with

•whom you have united them in ruin. I thought j'our mea-
sures were intended to divide the people. But wlien you
mean to destroy, you unite all, because you wish to destroy
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all. Thus much I thought it right to say, that I might mark
the spirit of your measures.

On the motion, that the said clause be read a second time, the
House divided :

Tcll^TS Tcli€TS

So it passed in the negative. The Bill was then passed. Before
the House was adjourned,

Mr. Fox took occasion to say, that the noble lord (North)
from the beginning had taken care to lead the House blind-

fold ; and would, he was certain, continue to do so, till he
found some personal convenience in acting otherwise. He
pronounced confidently, that the bill just passed could not
succeed ; and desired the noble lord to recollect his words,

and at the same time not to come to Parliament, and tell them,
though the measure miscarried, it was their measure, for, if

they had not framed, they had, after the fullest deliberation,

approved of it. The fact was the very reverse, as the noble

lord had been both the fram«r and approver ; for by the arts

of misinformation on one hand, and the want of any material

information on the other, Parliament had been persuaded into

an approbation of his measures.

Mr. Burke's Motion for bringing up a Representation
AND Remonstrance from the General Assembly of
New York.

May 15.

TV/fR. BURKE acquainted the House, that he had received a
-'-'-'- paper of great importance from the General Assembly of the
province of New York ; a province which yielded to no part of
His Majesty's dominions in its zeal for the prosperity and unity
of the empire, and which had ever contributed, as much as any,
in its proportion, to the defence and wealth of the whole. He
observed, that it was a complaint, in the form of a Remonstrance,
of several Acts of Parliament, some of which, as they affirmed,

had established principles, and others had made regulations, sub-
versive of the rights of English subjects. That he did not know
whether the House would approve of every opinion contained in

the paper ; but that as nothing could be more decent and respect-

ful than the whole tenor and language of the Remonstrance, a
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mere mistake in opinion, upon any one point, ought not to prevent

their receiving it, and granting redress on such other matters as

might be really grievous, and which were not necessarily con-

nected with that erroneous opinion. He represented this direct

application from America, and dutiful procedure of New York,

in the present critical juncture, as a most desirable and even for-

tunate circumstance ; and strongly urged, that they never had

before them so fair an opportunity of putting an end to the un-

happy disputes with the colonies as at present ; and he conjured

them, in the most earnest manner, not to let it escape, as possibly

the like might never again return. He then moved, " That the

Representation and Remonstrance of the General Assembly of the

Colony of New York be brought up." It vvzs contended, in

opposition to the motion, that the honour of Parliament required

that no paper should be received by that House, which tended to

call in question its unlimited authority; that they had already

relaxed in very essential points, but they could not hear any thing

which tended to call in question their right of taxation ; that the

Declaratory Act must be repealed, before such a paper was ad-

mitted to be brought up ; that the House never received even

petitions of that nature ; but that here the name of a petition was

studiously avoided, lest any thing like an obedience to Parliament

should be acknowledged. Lord North accordingly moved an

amendment, which was an indirect though effectual negative upon

the motion, by inserting after the word " Remonstrance" the

words " in which the said Assembly claim to themselves rights

derogatory to, and inconsistent with, the legislative authority of

Parliament, as declared by the said act." The amendment was

supported by Mr. Cornwall and Mr. Jenkinson, and strongly

opposed by Mr. Cruger, Mr. Aubrey, Mr. Fox, and Governor

Johnstone.

Mr. Foi said, the right of Parliament to tax America was

not simply denied in the Remonstrance, but only as coupled

\nth the exercise of it. The exercise was the thing com-

plained of, not the right itself. When the Declaratory Act

was passed, asserting the right in the fullest extent, there were

no tumults in America, no opposition to government in any

part of that country : but when the right came to be exer-

cised in the manner we have seen, the whole country was

alarmed, and there was an unanimous determination to oppose

it. The right simply is not regarded ; it is the exercise of it

that is the object of opposition. It is this exercise that has

irritated, and made almost desperate several of the colonies

;

but the noble lord (North) chuses to be consistent; he is

determined to make them all mad alike. Tlie only province

that was moderate, and in which England had some friends,

he now treats with contempt. What will be the consequence,

when the people of this moderate province are informed of

this treatment? That Representation which the cool and
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candid of this moderate province had framed with deliberation

and caution, is rejected, is not suffered to be presented, no,

not even to be read by the clerk. When they hear this,

they will be inflamed, and hereafter be as distinguished by
their violence, as they have hitherto been by their moderation.

It is the only method they can take to regain the esteem and
confidence of their brethren in the other colonies, who have
been ojffended at their moderation. Those who refused to

send deputies to the congress, and trusted to Parliament, v.'ill

appear ridiculous in the eyes of all America ; it will be
proved, that those who distrusted and defied Parhament, had
made a right judgment ; and those who relied upon its mode-
ration and clemency, had been mistaken and duped. The
consequence of this must be, that every friend the ministers

have in America, must either abandon them, or lose all

Credit and every means of serving them in future.—The
noble lord acknowledges the Quebec duties are not laid

exactly as they ought to be. This matter is not introduced

into the Remonstrance on account of its being a grievance

;

but to fliew how extremely ignorant the present ministers are

of the proper mode of American taxation. What is there to

hinder the people of New York from trading with the interior

country as before ? Every thing is just the same ; there are

no troops to hinder their passing and repassing as usual. Is

there so much as an officer to receive that duty which is

directed to be paid ? It is mentioned, to convince you of
your ignorance in taxing America. You make an act of

parliament to raise a revenue in that countiy, and you not

only make a capital blunder in it, but stumble at the threshold

of collecting it.

The House divided on Lord North's Amendment : Yeas 186:
Noes 67. So it was resolved in the affirmative. After which the

motion for bringing up the Remonstrance was negatived.

Amj:ndment to the Address of Thanks on the King's
Speech at the Opening of the Session.

October 26.

AT the Opening of the Session on the 26th of October, an Ad-
dress of Thanks being proposed, and which, as usual, was aa

echo of the Speech from the Throne, Lord John Cavendish moved
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an Amendment, by leaving out the whole, except the introductory

paragraph, and substituting the following :
" That we behold with

the utmost concern the disorders and discontents in the British

colonies rather increased than diminished by the means which have

been used to suppress and allay them ; a circumstance alone suffi-

cient to give this House just reason to fear, that those means were

not originally well considered, or properly adapted to answer the

ends to which they were directed.—We are satisfied, by expe-

rience, that this misfortune has, in a great measure, arisen from

the want of full and proper information being laid before Parlia-

ment of the true state and condition of the colonies, by reason of

which, measures have been carried into execution injudicious and

inefficacious, from whence no salutary end was reasonably to be
expected, tending to tarnish the lustre of the British arms, to bring

discredit on the Masdom of His Majesty's councils, and to nourish,

without hope of end, a most unhappy civil war.—Deeply impressed

with a sense of this melancholy state of the public concerns, we
shall, on the fullest information Ave can obtain, and with the most
mature deliberation we can employ, review the whole of the late

proceedings, that we may be enabled to discover, as we shall be

most willing to appl}^ the most effectual means for restoring order

to the distracted affairs of the British empire, confidence to his

Majesty's government, obedience, by a prudent and temperate use

of its powers, to the authority of Parliament, and satisfaction and
happiness to all his people.—By these means, we trust, we shall

avoid any occasion for having recourse to the alarming and dan-

gerous expedient of calling in foreign forces to the support of His
Majesty's authority within his own dominions, and the still more
dreadful calamity of shedding British blood by British hands."

This Amendment brought on a series of long and interesting de-

bates, which were conducted with the utmost eagerness and un-

ceasing energy on both sides.

Mr. Fox described Lord North as the blundering pilot

who had brought the nation into its present difficulties. Ad-
ministration, he said, exult at having brought us into this

dilemma. They have reason to triumph. Lord Chatham,
the King of Prussia, nay, Alexander the Great, never gained

more in one campaign than the noble lord has lost—he has

lost a whole continent. Although he thought the Americans
had gone too far, and were not justifiable in what they had
done, yet they were more justifiable for resisting, than they

would have been had they submitted to the tyrannical acts of
a British parliament :—for, when the question was, whether
a people was to submit to slavery, or to aim at fireedom by a
spirited resistance, the alternative which must strike every

Englishman was, the choice of the latter. He took occasion

to speak of his father, and the fluctuation of ministers at the

commencement of the last war. He said, that his father was
secretary of state only four months, when finding himself
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without power, and merely a nominal minister, he had done,

as every man of spirit should do on such an occasion—he had
given up his place. Fie then applied this observation to the

noble lord on the treasury-bench, and in a very pointed man-
ner intimated, that it was high time a change of men should

take place, in order that a change of measures might accom-
pany it. He took occasion to mention the political distinction

of Whig and Tory, and, describing the present ministers as

enemies to freedom, declared they were Tories. He made a

comparison between the conduct of administration and the

conduct of America, shewing the weakness, error, and impru-

dence of the former, and the firmness, spirit, and just pursuits

of the latter. He combated the argument in the King's

Speech, which inferred that America aimed at independency

;

and by a chain of reasoning, shewed, that to be popular in

America it was necessary to talk of dependance on Great Bri-

tain, and to hold that out as the object in pursuit. He rallied

Lord North on the rapid progress he had made in misfortune,

having laid out nearly as large a sum to acquire national dis-

grace, as that most able minister Lord Chatham had expended
in gaining that glorious lustre with which he had encircled

the British name. He did not approve of every thing that

had been done by Lord Chatham, but all must confess his

great and surprising talents as a minister. He declared oppo-
sition to be cordially united in every part. He retorted on
administration for their having last year roused the younger
part of the House by their appeals to the spirit of Englishmea
to enforce vigorous measures, and asked whether that spirit

was discernible in the pitiful party of the military sent to Bos-

ton, or in the vigorous measures of that party ; declaring, that

if the spirit the ministry had appealed to was still in existence,

it would not bo possible for them to keep their places. After

severely rebuking them for endeavouring to shift the blame
from themselves to General Gage, he concluded with advising

administration to place America where she stood in 1763,
and to repeal every Act passed since that period, which
affected either her freedom or her commerce.

At four in the morning the House divided upon the Amendment

:

Yeas 108 : Noes 278. The original Address was then agreed to.

When the report was brought up on the following day, Mr. Corn-
wall took occasion to make some remarks on the conduct of the

late Lord Holland, when secretary of state, at the beginning of

the late war, in allusion to what had been said by Mr. Fox on the

preceding evening, and concluded by an attack on the Duke of

Grafton for his desertion. Upon this,
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Mr. Fox rose in order to vindicate his father, and defend

the noble duke ; but as he quoted the speech the noble duke
had made the night before in the House of Lords, he was

called to order. He protested that he had been deceived by
the minister ; he had been taught to believe that Government
had so many friends in America, that the appearance of a few

regiments there would secure an obedience to our laws, and
ensure peace; that upon this principle he voted for sending

over the forces last session : peace was his object in that mea-
sure; but now that the minister declared himself for war, he

could not but oppose his proceedings. He could not consent

to the bloody consequences of so silly a contest about so silly

an object, conducted in the silliest manner that history, or

observation, had ever fiirnished an instance of; and from
which we were likely to derive nothing, but poverty, disgrace,

defeat, and ruin.

Returns of the British Army in America,

November i,

COLONEL Barre moved, " That there be laid before the

House an Account of the last Returns of the number of effec-

tive men, in the several regiments and corps in His Majesty's ser-

vice, serving in North America, together with a state of the num-
ber of sick and wounded ; distinguishing the several places where

the said troops are stationed." The secretary at war, Lord Har-

rington, said, he knew of no precedent of such a motion being

agreed to. To call during a war, for the returns of an army, had,

indeed, been attempted, but was always opposed, as a practice

which might prove exceedingly inconvenient, Mr. Thomas
Townshend contradicted the noble lord, and produced a precedent

completely in point.

Mr. Fox said :—It is evident from what has passed, that

the plea of acting contrary to precedent will not avail the nobl^

lord. What, therefore, is the true reason for the ministers

refusing to lay the information called for before the House?

Merely, I assert, to keep Parliament in ignorance. Was the

fair truth to be laid before the House, the demands of minis-

ters would be found to be inconsistent Avith the facts they pro-

duced. This was the case last session ; they have kept back

all information, and have imposed on the House in order to

get the cry of the people before the extent of the evil was

14
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known. But, said he, they have taken care, to a degree of

affectation, to inform you that it is the rights not of the Crown
but of ParHament, for which they are fighting ; and yet, with

an inconsistency worthy only of themseh'cs, they will not

allow Parliament the least information to know how to fight

for those rights which they say are peculiarly its own. This
is the conduct. Sir, which has driven from them some of the

most manly and respectable characters in the kingdom. They
were deceived ; they openly tell these men who call themselves

ministers, " You deceived us ; you would not let us know the

state either of America, or of the force you had there to quell

the disturbances : acting thus in the dark, we were led into

error, but we will not persist in it ; we know your intentional

deceit, and we leave you." This, Sir, is also the case witH
parliament ; and the only remedy is for Parliament to imitate

the conduct of those manly characters, by refusing to vote

away the money of their constituents for measui'es about which
they are absolutely in tlie dark.

The House divided: Yeas 63: Noes 170.

Bill for Embodying the Militia.

November 2.

THE King, in his Speech to both Houses at the Opening of the

Session, informed them, " That he had sent to the garrisons

of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, a part of his Electoral troops, in

order that a larger number of the established forces of this king-

dom might be applied to the maintenance of its authority ; and
the national Militia, planned and regulated with equal regard to

the rights, safety, and protection of his crown and people, might
give a farther extent and activity to our military operations." In

consequence of this passage, a Bill for embodying the Militia was
brought in. On the motion for the second reading, the Bill was
warmly opposed by Mr. Dunning, Mr. Thomas Townshend, Mr.
Burke, and Mr. Fox.

Mr. Fox declared hfe did not tliink so meanly of the under-

standings of the present ministry, as to suppose they would
leave this country without an army of some kind. He ap-

proved of a miHtia as a succedaneum for an army, but by the

present bill they were evidently to serve as a part of the army
itself. He then entered into a definition of the oricrinal
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meaning and intention of the English mihtia, and laid it down
as a doctrine, that formerly a militia-man was merely armed
and disciplined, that he might, when danger was at his door

and pressed upon him, defend himself. He said, that he
should certainly be against the introduction of foreign troops,

and was also against a standing army ; that the purpose of the

present bill was to create a standing army, and to increase

the power of the crown ; that he saw no difference between a
standing army of regulars, and a standing army of militia,

whom the King could call out whenever he pleased ; for that

in this country, and every other extensive dominion, there

would always, in some part or other, be a riot, which the mi-

nister might think proper to call a rebellion. There might
be a disturbance among the negroes in Jamaica, in Bengal,

or in any other distant place, which might serve as a pretext

for embodying the militia. That many gentlemen would fre-

quently be embarrassed who served in it, by being put upon
disagreeable duty; and that at present, if he was a militia

officer, he would resign. He concluded with declaring, that

administration were taking advantage of the present situation

of affairs, to put the people under martial law ; that all the

late American acts tended to increase the power of the crown,

and to demolish the rights of the people ; and that as the pre-

sent bill evidently would have that effect, he should oppose it.

On "the motion for the second reading, the House divided : Yeas
250 : Noes 50.

American Prohibitory Bill.

November- 20.

ORD NORTH moved, " That leave be given to bring in a
Bill, to prohibit all trade and intercourse with the colonies of

New Hampshire, Massachuset's Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut,

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower counties on

Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,

and Georgia, during the continuance of the present rebellion

within the said colonies respectively ; for repealing an Act, made
in the 14th of his present Majesty, to discontinue the landing and
discharging, lading or shipping, of goods, wares, and merchandize,

at the town and within the harbour of Boston, in the province of

Massachuset's Bay ; and also two Acts, made in the last session of

parliament, for restraining the trade and comiuerce of the colonies
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in the said Acts respectively mentioned: and to enable His Ma-
jesty to appoint commissioners, and to issue proclamations in the
cases and for the purposes therein to be mentioned."

Mr. Fox said, that this proposition was cutting off and de-

stroying all trade with America. Even if the noble lord's

other measures had not done it, this would effectually. 'IIiouctIi

the House had not at present the manufacturers at their door,

he prophesied they would have them next year. The true inten-

tion of this Bill was, to break up the manufacturers, who, through
want of subsistence, would be obliged to enlist, and thus the

noble lord thought he should be enabled to fill the ranks of that

army which would not otherwise be recruited. As the noble

lord had now proposed the repeal of three opjjressive Acts, he
begged to ask him, as a man of honour and a gentleman,
whether he did not v/ish that he had adopted the opinion of

the noble duke (of Grafton) who was nrst lord of the ti'ea-

sur}', when the repeal of the tea duty was moved in that

House, and supported it ? He repeated, that there were dif-

ferences of opinions amongst persons high in office at that

time ; and he asked the noble lord whether he did not now
wish he had been of opinion with those who were for repeal-

ing that duty, because they saw, and therefore wished to avoid,

that chain of misfortunes, which the continuance of it had
drawn after it ? This proposition of peace, he said, like that

of last year, was meant to lead on this country under a delu-

sion of flattering hopes of peace ; and to endeavour to deceive,

which it woidd not do, the Americans into a belief, that this

country wished for a peace of the description which the noble

lord held out, or was imanimously determined to prosecute

the war, if such peace could not be effected. The whole was
insidious, and therefore could have no other effect upon the

Americans than to destroy their confidence in government, if

any such yet remained. If the Americans should believe the

spirit of this country was intanimous against their rights, they

had nothing to do but prepare immediately for war, as their

only defence against a system of despotism. This proposition,

therefore, was a declaration of perpetual war ; and were he to

mve his vote for it, he should consider himself as ixiving his

vote for a declaration ot war. Hov/ever, as he had always

said that he would support any measure of reconciliation, he
should go so far with the noble lord, as the repeal of the three

Acts he had mentioned. Therefore he should move the fol-

lowing Amendment : To leave out from the word " Bill" to

the words " for repealing," and from the words " respectively

mentioned," to the efld of the question.

VOL. I. E
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This Amendment, which went to the omission of Lord North's

proposition, except what related to the repeal of the Boston Port,

the Fishery, and the restraining Acts, occasioned very v.arm de-

bates and much animadversion, which continued till after midnight,

when the Amendment was rejected upon a division, by a majority

of 192 to 64.

Dccemher 8.

The order of the day being read for receiving the Report of the

American Pi'ohibitory Bill, Lord North moved, that the Amend-
ments made in the Committee be agreed to. Upon this occasion,

Mr. Fox said :—I have always given it as my opinion, that

the war now carrying on against the Americans is unjust ; but

admitting it to be a just war, admitting that it is practicable,

I insist that the means made use of, are not such as will obtain

the end. I shall confine myself singly to this ground, and
shew that this Bill, like every other measure, proves the want
of policy, the folly and madness, of the present ministers. I was
in great hopes, that they had seen their error, and had given

over coercion, and the idea of carrying on war against Ame-
rica by means of acts of parliament. In order to induce the

Americans to submit to your legislature, you pass laws against

them, cruel and tyrannical in the extreme. If they complain

of one law, your answer to their complaint, is to pass another

more rigorous than tiie former. But they are in rebellion,

you say; if so, treat them as rebels are wont to be treated.

Send out your fleets and armies against them, and subdue them;
but let thera have no reason to complain of your laws. Shew
them, that your laws are mild, just, and equitable, that they

therefore are in thewrong, and deservethepunishment tlieymeet
with. The very contrary of this has been your wretched policy.

I have ever understood it as a first principle, that in rebellion

you punish the individuals, but spare the country ; but in a
war against the enemy, it is your policy to spare the indivi-

duals, and lay waste the country. Iliis last has been inva-

riably your conduct against America. I suggested this to

you, when the Boston Port Bill passed. I advised you to

find out the offending persons, and to punish them ; but what
did you do instead of this ? You laid the whole town of Bos-

ton under terrible contribution, punishing the innocent with

the guilty. You answer, that you could not come at the

guilty. This very answer, shews how unfit, liow unable you
are, to govern America. If you are forced to punish the in-

nocent to come at the guilty, your government there, is, and
ought to be at an end. But, by the bill nov/ before us, you
not only puiiisk those innocent person* who arc unfortunately
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mixed with tlie guilty in North America, but you punish and
starve whole islands of unoffending people, unconnected with,
and separated from them. Hitherto the Americans have se-

parated the riglit of taxation from your legislative authority

;

although they have denied the former, they have acknow-
ledged the latter. This Bill will make them deny the one as
well as the other. " What signifies," say they, " your giving
up the right of taxation, if you are to inforce your legislative

authority in the manner you do. This legislative authority
so inforced, will at any time coerce taxation, and take from us
whatever you tliink lit to demand." The present is a Bill

which should be entitled, a Bill for carrying more effectually

into execution the resolves of the Conirrcss.

The question being put o,n Lord North's motion, the House di-

vided : Ye&k 143 : Noes 38.

Mr. Fox's Motion for an Account of the Expence oe
THE British Army in America.

November 22.

"TV/f R. FOX moved, " That there be laid before this House^
-^'-*- an Account of the Expences of the staftj hospitals, ex-

traordinaries, and all military contingencies whatsoever, of the

army in America, from August 1773 to October 1775, inclu-

sive." He said, he liad drawn up the motion m these words,

because it would lay open an astonishing scene of ministerial

delusion held out by the pretended estimate laid before the

House a few days ago. It would bring the staff into the full

glare of day, which had been hitherto artfully held back ; it

would shew, that the expence of the ordnance this year had
exceeded any one of the Duke of Marlborough's campaigns,

while in the midst of repeated victories, he was immortalizing

the British name; and it would convince the greatest court

infidels, of the temerity of the minister, who, to the very last

day of the session, insisted and declared, that the military

service, in every branch, and under every description, was
amply provided for; that all his arrangements were made;
and who thus durst, in the bare article of the ordnance alone,

incur a debt of upwards of 240,000/. He said it would be a
farce to sit any longer in that House, if accounts of this nature

were refused ; that the motioii^ was pai'liaineutary ; that it

E 2.
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would convey no secret to the enemy ; and within his own
knowledge or reading, he never heard of an instance where
such information was denied, unless in cases where it was
impossible to comply with them ; such as the accounts desired

not havings been received, or officially made up. Aware of

this, he would be perfectly satisfied with copies of those

already come to hand, or ofgross computations made by esti-

mate, and wait with pleasure for the remg,indei', till the minis-

try could venture to face the public, and an ensured majority,

with the disgraceful contents.

The motion, after being opposed by Lorth North and Mr. Jcn-
kinson, and supported by Mr. Thomas Tovrashend, Mr. Hartley,

Mr. Burke, and Sir George Savile, was negatived without d

division.

Mr. Fox's Motion for an Enquiry into the Causes
OF the ill Success of the British Arms in North
America.

Tehruary 20. 177^.

THE intelligence repeived from America in the course of this

Session, gave rise to several motions for papers and for en-

quiry. The first effort was made by Mr. Fox, who this day
addressed the House as follows

:

Mr. Fox said, that he should not trespass on the patience

and good sense of the House, by recapitulating the cause of

the present unhappy disputes with America. He should not

develope that system, whence the measures now carrying on
were supposed to originate. He should forbear to animad-

vert upon a system, that in its principle, complexion, and in

every constituent part, gave the fullest and most unequi-

vocal proofs that its ultimate design was the total destruc-

tion of the constitution of this free form of government.

These were assertions that might be disputed. People who
had, or perhaps had not, the best opinion of the abilities of

those in power, might have a confidence that they intended

nothing ill. Others, though they disapproved of their ge-

neral conduct, might think them the dupes of their secret

supporters ; and even such as thought the most indifferently

of them would be disposed to look upon them rather as tools,

than arraign them as principals in so unnatural and horrid
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a. conspiracy against the liberties of their country. But what
might be the secret designs of a junto, or the venal alacrity

of the despicable cyphers they employed to effect their trai-

torous purposes, was, he said, to be lio part of the subject

of enquiry that day. He did not mean to teaze or insult the

House with idle surmises, with vague suspicions, Jcading to

partial deductions or speculative charges, conceived and
spun out of his own brain ; but wished to draw their atten-

tion to certain well known, indisputable, uncontrovertible

facts. His proposed enquiry would not be directed to as-

certain the rights of Great Britain, or tlie subordinate claims

of America ; to explain the constitutional connection between
taxation and representation; what was rebellion, or Avhat

lesal resistance ; or whether all America ought to have been

})unished and proscribed for the intemperate zeal or disobe-

dience of a Boston mob. He did not even mean to dispute

or controvert the expedienc}^; nor in short, a single minis-

terial ground, on which the present measures respecting

America were taken up, pursued, and defended. Those were
all, for this day at least, to be absolu ely laid aside. For
argument sake he would allow, that ac.r-.iiistration had acted

perfectly right; but while he granted t^'s, he would take up
the matter trom the very instant admiuistration had agreed

upon a plan of coercion. This aera 1%-^ fixed at the time the

minister first proposed certain ResoliiLons to the House In

February 1774, as a ground of complaint, and followed it

with the famous Boston Port Bill.

He then entered into an historical detail of the means em-
ployed to carry this plan of coercion into effect, in which he

painted in the strongest colours, and held to view in the most

striking lights, such a scene ot" folly in the cabinet, of servile

acquiescence in parliament, and of misconduct and ignorance

in office and in the field, as had never before disgraced this

nation, or indeed any other. He added, that our ministers

wanted both wisdom and integrity ; our parliaments, public

spirit and discernment; and mat our commanders by sea

and land, were either deficient in abilities, or, which was the

most probable, had acted under orders that prevented them
from executing the great objects of their command. No man
could say but there had been mismanagement and misconduct

somewhere. It was the chief object of his intended motion,

to gain that species of information, which might be the means

of discovering the true causes of both. Public justice de-

manded such an enquiry. The individuals on whom the

obloquy rested, were entitled to be heard in their own de-

fence. To withhold the infoiTnation necessary to their jus-

tification, would be an insult to the nation, as well as an act

£3
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of private injustice. None but the guilty could wish to evade
it. No man as a soldier or sailor, be his rank ever so high,

was sure of his honour a single minute, if he was to be buried
under public disgrace, in order to protect, or palliate the

blunders and incapacity of others. If the ministers had
planned vv'ith wisdom, and had proportioned the force to the

service ; if the great officers in the several efficient depart-

ments, had done all that depended on them, ably and faith-

fully, then it was plain, that the whole of the miscarriages

that had happened might be deservedly imputed to our naval

and military connnanders, If, on the other hand, the latter

had acquitted themselves according to their instructions,

and had carried on their operations in proportion to the

, force given them, it was no less })lain, that the cause of all the

disgraces the British arms had suffered, arose from ignorance
in those who planned, and incapacity and want of integrity

in those to whom the carrying them into execution was in

the first instance entrusted.

He then recapitulated a variety of circumstances to prove
his general allegations, and entered into the conduct of ad-

ministration- respecting Canada, and repeated several argu-
ments used at the time of passing the Quebec Act, predicting

what had since literally happened. He concluded by making
the following motion :

" That it be referred to a Committee,
to enquire into the Causes of the ill Success of His Majesty's

Arms in North America, as also into the Causes of the De-
fection of the People of the Province of Quebec."

The Ministry seemed exceedingly embarrassed in this debate.
The weight of defence, or rather of evading the enquiry, fell prin-

cipally upon the gentlemen in inferior or less responsible office.

Lord Clare moved the previous question, and was supported by
Lord Mulgrave, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Mr. Welbore Ellis, the Soli-

citor General, and Lord North. The principal objections to the
enquiry were the unfitness of the time, the unfortunate situation

of ministers, who had preferred trying measures of lenity to absolute

force, and had thus afforded the Americans many advantages.
A powerful fleet and army were now to be employed, and would
doubtless crush the rebellious, or bring them back to a proper
sense of duty. Lord North appealed to the candour and recol-

lection of the House : nothing had been transacted in a corner,

but openly, and under the sanction of their repeated approbation.

It was not candid, he said, in an early period of the dispute, to

state objections against the conduct of administration, which were
only applicable to a state of hostility and open rebellion ; the
ground was changed, and the measures would necessarily vary.

Mr. Fox's motion was seconded by Lord Ossory, and supported
"by Mx\ Thomas Townshend, Mr. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Dampster,

II
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Mr. William Adam, Governor Johnstone, Mr. Cruger, Mr. Burke,
and Colonel Barre.

The previous question being put, That the sxid first pro^joscd

question be now put ; ihe House divided :

Tellers. Tellers.

Yeas P'^''
^^"^

I ioa -Noes i^""'^
Mulgrave 1

^""^^ jSir J.LowtherJ ^°4

—

^^^^ JMr. C. Townshcndj ^'^°-

So it passed in the negative.

The Budget.

April 24.

IN a Committee of Ways and Means, Lord North opened the

annual Budget. As soon as the noble lord had moved his

Resolutions, Governor Johnstone rose and observed, that it was

a little extraordinary that tlie Gallery of the House should be

open on that day, seeing that it had been shut upon almost every

other, since the commencement of the session, on v/hich matters

of importaiifce had come under discussion. He assured the House
he was always pleased to see the Gallery as full as the convenience

of the members would permit; but the admission of strangers on

such a day as this, which gave the minister an advantage over

his opponents, by giving any sentiments as his own, and imputing

any sentiments he pleased to others, fully convinced him that the

noble lord's influence extended to evei'y matter relative to the

conduct and ordering of that Honse, be the occasion ever so

trivial or important. If strangers were to be shut out one day,

none could be at a loss to know whence the mandate originated :

if the galleiy was to be open on another day, it was equally evident

to whom the public were indebted for the indulgence.

Mr. Fox animadverted with some humour and great as-

perity, on the irregular conduct of the House respecting the

opening of the gallery doors, asserting that the public had a

right to liear in what manner their representatives discharged

their duty ; and that the gallery being open or slmt should

depend on the will of any one or two persons, was exceedingly

unfair. He dwelt a considerable time on this point, and after

declaring that he knew that the gallery had been opened on

a whisper from the noble lord, when he was prepared to say

any thing likely to produce a popular effect ; he went so far

as to assert, that in his opinion it was a breach of the con-

stitution to prevent the public from hearing their proceedings.

To the Resohitions offered by the noble lord, he said, he

E4
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should give his flat negative, and that not because of any
particular objections to the taxes proposed (although there

might be sufiicicnt ground for lu'ging many), but because he

could not conscientiously agree to grant any money for so

destructive, so ignoble a purpose, as the carrying on a war
commenced unjustly, and supported with no other view than

to the extirpation of freedom, and the violation of every

social comfort. This, he said, he conceived to be the strict

line of conduct to be observed by a member of parliament

;

and to shew that it was justifiable, he found himself necessi-

tated to state the case ofthe American quairci, for as strangers

were admitted but for one day, it was necessary for him to

repeat what he had often urged. This he acknowledged was

rather out of order, but the noble lord must expect that the

irregularity of his own conduct would give rise to an irregular

debate. Mr. Fox then, in a very masterly manner, painted

the quarrel with America as unjust, and the pursuance of the

war as blood-thirsty and oppressive. He said, it had been

repeatedly urged that the Americans aimed at independence,

and therefore ought not to be treated with till tiiey laid down
their arms; nothing could be more absurd than this sort of

argument; it would have been just as ridiculous, if in our

war with Louis the 14th, who was said to aim at universal

monarchy, we had declined to treat respecting the provinces

of Alsace and Lorrain, on account of the report of his aiming

at universal monarchy.—After expressing his opinion of the

quarrel, and justifying America with that rapid flow of words
and that spirit and force of argument, for which Mr. Fox was
distinguished, he at length took notice of the Resolutions

offered by the noble lord, and in particular spoke of the in-

tended additional stamp on newsjiapers, which lie urged as

impolitic and imfair while the ministerial brochures remained

unstamped. He said he was far from being a friend to the

licentiousness of the press, although he revered its freedom.

Tlie papers vvere intolerably licentious, and injurious to the

peace of private families ; but the noble lord had given rise

to their insatiable rage for calumny, by suffering his hirelings

to abui;e the gentlemen in opposition in terms of the most

daring nature. He observed, that the press at this time

teemed with ministerial publications, many of which deserved

the severest censure; and that the pamphlet, entitled, " A
History of the Thirteenth Parliament of Great Britain," was

a libel on that H(mse. a libel of the most impudent kind, and
yet it had passed unnoticed. The noble lord had very tri-

umphantly held u]3, as a proof of the freedom of the press,

the information that twelve million and upwards of news-

papers were stamped in one Acar ; he begged the noble lord
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to consider that there were nearly twelve million of people in

the kingdom ; the noble lord, therefore, only proved, tluit

every man in the realm might buy one paper in the course of
the year.— This was the first time he liad ever heard that a
law-suit was a luxury, but the noble lord had clearly made it

appear, from the flattering picture of our resources which he
had just presented, that the war with Amei'ica was a luxiu'v,

and a luxury- of the most frivolous and reprehensible kind;
for the noble lord told the House we were able to provide
supplies equal to any necessity, and yet he was pursuing an
inhuman, unnatural war, for the sake of a trifling and un-
certiun revenue. He, however, rather believed what the
noble lord had said in the House when strangers were not ia

the gallery, than what had been so triumphantly stated by
him this day ; for he was sure his declaration of the people's

wealth could only be proved by admitting the doctrhie, that

when, by any tax, four shillings in the pound were taken from
a subject he v.-as greatly obliged, as he A\as in fact glvpn the

remaining sixteen shillings. After a great deal of very pv^ig-

nant matter, Mr. Fox sat tlown, repeating, that he gave his

flat negative to the Resolutions.

The Speaker rose,- and observing that from what had fallen from

the two honourable gentlemen, his conduct might appear blameable,

respecting the opening of tlie gallery, begged to explain the

reason of it, and to take the blame on himself, if there was any.

The standing order of the House was known to every gentleman,

and it was his duty to enforce it, whenever it was desired to be
read. An honourable gentleman had, at an early period of the

session, desired it to be read ; he had ever since punctiliously kept

to it: but, as this was a day of money business, when it was usual

to admit strangers, he conceived the House would wink at a relaxa-

tion from the general rule ; he had therefore told the Serjeant to

admit strangers into the gallery; but if he had gone too far, he
asked pardon of the Committee.

Mr. Fox said, he by no means blamed the Speaker, as he
was conscious no officer acted with more uprightness and im-

partiality ; but he was suie the gallery ought to be opened,

iind he heartily wished the House would follow the example of

the other assembly, who now admitted strangers. He sincerely

wished the standing order to be rescinded or amended, and if

neither could be done, he wished the present bad method
should be pursued, in preference to a total prevention of the

admission of strangers.
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Amendment to the Address of Thanks on the King's

Speech at the Opening of the Session.

October 31.

THE Session was this day opened with a Speech from the

Throne. The King declared that, " Nothing could have

aiTorded him so much satisfixctiou as to have been able to state,

that the troubles which had so long distracted the colonies in North
America were at an end ; and that his unhappy people, recovered

from |their delusion, had delivered themselves from the oppression

of their leaders, and returned to their duty. But so daring and
desperate was the spirit of those leaders, whose object had always

been dominion and power, that they had now openly renounced

all allegiance to the crown, and all political connection with this

country : they had rejected, with circumstances of indignity and
insult, the means of conciliation held out to them under the au-

thority of our commission ; and had presumed to set up their

rebellious confederacies for independent states. If their treason

was suffered to take root, much mischief nuist gi'ow from it, to

the safety of the loyal colonies, to the conmiercc of the kingdoms,

and indeed to the present system of all Europe. The success of

the British arms gave the strongest hopes of decisive good conse-

quences ; but notwithstanding this fair prospect, it was necessary

to prepare for another campaign : he recapitulated the pacific

assurances of the European powers, and observed, he could have

in this arduous contest no other object but to promote the true

interest of his subjects. No people ever enjoyed more happiness,

or lived under a milder government, than the revolted provinces,

a fact proved by their progress in the arts, their numbers, their

wealth, and strength by sea and land, which inspired an over-

weening confidence. He was desirous to restore to them the

blessings of law and liberty, equally enjoyed by every British sub-

ject, which they had fatally and desperately exchanged for the

calamities of war, and the arbitrary tyranny of their chiefs." An
Address of Thanks, framed in the usual manner, was proposed by
Mr. Neville. To this an amendment was moved b}' Lord John
Cavendish, and seconded by the Marquis of Granby, totally al-

tering all the sentiments of the original. It began by affirming,

that the disaffection and revolt of a whole people could not have

taken place without great errors in conduct towards them. These
errors were imputed to a want of sufficient information in par-

liament, and a too implicit confidence in ministers. Hence schemes
for the reduction and chastisement of a supposed inconsiderable

party of factious men, had driven thirteen large provinces to

despair : a hearing had been refused to the reiterated complaints

and petitions of the colonists ; and commissioners, nominated for

the apparent purpose of making peace, were furnished with no
legal power but that of giving or withholding pardons at plea-

sure. His Majesty, instead of sending out commissioners, ac-
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cording to the promise in his speech at the beginning of the
last session, as speedily as possible, had not dispatched them till

seven months afterward ; consequently the inhabitants of the
colonies, apprized that they were pat out of the protection of
government, and seeing no means provided for their return, were
furnished with reasons but too colourable for breaking off their

dependency on the crown of this kingdom. It concluded with
the following declaration; " We should look with the utmost
shame and horror, on any events that should tend to break
the spirit of any large part of the British nation ; to bow them to
an abject unconditional submission to any power whatsoever ; to
annihilate their liberties, and to subdue them to servile principles

and passive habits, by the mere force of foreign mercenary arms

;

because, amidst the excesses and abuses w hich have happened, we
must respect the spirit and principles operating in these commo-
tions. Our wish is to regulate, not to destroy them ; for though
differing in some circumstances, those very principles evidently
bear so exact an analogy with those which support the most va-
luable part of our own constitution, that it is impossible, with any
appearance of justice, to think of wliolly extirpating them by the
sword, in any part of His Majesty's dominions, without admitting
consequences, and establishing precedents, the most dangerous to

the liberties of this kingdom." Governor Johnstone reprobated
the minister's Speech, as an entire compound of hypocrisy. The
Amendment was also supported by Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Temple Lut-
trell, Mr. Thom<is Townshend, Colonel Barre, and Mr. Fox.
Lord North repelled the charge of hypocrisy, so freely advanced
against that part of the Speech, which stated the King's desire to

restore to the Americans law and liberty. Instead of being absurd
or hypocritical, it was supported by fact and sound logic ; law and
liberty were fled from America, but the debate of the day had fully-

proved, they had not quitted this country. Those who had thrown
so many reflections on administration, would have found a grievous
difference, had they dared to make so free with the congress. It

had always been the wish of administration to bring matters to an
early issue, and avoid bloodshed ; to use success and victory with
prudence and moderation, rather as means of cementing lasting

unity and amity, than as objects of triumph, instruments for forging

the chains of slavery, or excuses for tyranny and oppression. Lord
George Germain expressed his conviction, that General Howe
would be able to put New York at the mercy of the King, after

which, the legislature would be restored, and an opportunity would
thereby be given to the well-affected to declare themselves.

Mr. Fox said, that every circumstance that had fallen out

in America, was one aggregate proof, that Opposition had
been right last session in all their prophecies, and in every

motive they had laid down as the cause of their conduct : no-
thing could be so farcical as calling for unanimity, in approv-

ing measures, because those measures had been uniformly

attended with the mischiefs that had been predicted : instead



6o ADDIIESS OP THANKS ON THE KINg's SPEECH. [Oct. 3I.

of applause and approbation, administration deserved nothing

but reproach—-for liaving brought the Americans into such a

situation, that it was imjiossible for them to pursue any other

conduct than what they had pursued. He went into the in-

dependence declared by Amei'ica, and said, that the Ameri-

cans had done no more than the English had done against

James the Second. When James went out of tlie kingdom,

the English declared the throne to be abdicated, and chose

another king. When the late severe laws were passed agamst

the Americans, they were thrown into anarchy ; they declared

we had abdicated the government, and were therefore at

liberty to choose a goverjimcnt for themselves. He was asto-

nished at the sense v>hich the noble lord in the bhie ribbon

had put upon his conciKatory motion. He affirmed, that the

motion contained no such proposition as that now asserted by
the noble lord, nor could such a construction be }iut upon any

words in the motion. He desired that the Resolution of the

27th of February 1775 might be read; which was done*.
Well, Sir, continued Mr. T'ox, is it not clear, that no such

proposition was held out by the motion ? and is it not ex-

traordinary, that every body should understand the motion,

but the author of it ? As to the noble lord who spoke last,

priding himself on a legislature being re-established in New
York, it is the highest absurdit}'. Who can suppose, that,

with an army of 30,000 men there, a legislature will not be

found that shall express just that species of law and liberty

which the other noble lord wishes to establish in America,

and which kings may naturally be supposed to wish to flow

from popular assemblies. Sir, it has been very well said, that

the Speech is an hypocritical one ; and in trutli there is not a

little iiypocrisy in supposing, that a king—I except His present

Majesty, who really loves libertj^—but that a common king

* " Resolved, That when the {governor, council and assembly, or general

court of any of His Majesty's provinces or colonies in America, shall propose
to make provision, according to the condition, circumstances, and situation

of such province or colony, for contributing their proportion to the com-
mon defence, (such proportion to be raised under tlie authority of the

general court, or general assembly of such province or colony, and disposa-

ble by pai'l lament,) and shall engage to make provision also for the support

of the civil government, and the administration ofjustice, in such province

or colony, it will be proper, if such proposal shall be approved of by His
Majesty and the two Houses of parliament, and for so long as such provi-

sion shall be made accordingly, to forbear, in respect of such province or

colony, to levj' any duty, tax, or assessment, or to impose any further duty,

tax, or assessment, except only such duties as it may be expedient to con-

tinue to levy or to impose for the regulation of commerce ; the nett pro-

d.uce of the duties last mentioned to be carried to the account of such

provijice or colony respectively."
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^liould be solicitous to establish any thing that depended on a
popular assembly. Kings, Sir, govern by means of popular

assemblies, only because they cannot do without them; to

.suppose a king fond of that mode ofgoverning, is to suppose a
chimera. It cannot exist. It is contrary to the nature of

things; and it is hj'pocrisy to advance it.

But, Sir, if this happy time of law and liberty is to be re-

stored to America, why was it ever disturbed? It reigned

there till the abominable doctrine of gaining money by taxes

infatuated the heads of our statesmen. Why did you destroy

the fair work of so many ages, in order to re-establish that by
the sword, which prudence, and the good government of the

country, had seemed to fix for ever? But, Sir, how is this

blessed system of law and liberty to be established ? By the

bayonets of disciplined Germans. The noble lord who spoke

last, seemed to pride himself upon the Americans of Long
Island making a precipitate retreat. They were out-gencralled.

Discipline triumphed over the enthusiasm which liberty in-

spires. Did the noble lord triumph? I pity his feelings.

Sir, something has been said on the case of General Clinton

:

I wish that matter had been more fully explained ; as it stands

at present, the Gazette account is an infamous libel on the

character of that gallant officer. Let administration stand

forth, and avow that representation : they will not do it ; they

dare not do it; they skulk from an open and a ftiir repre-

S(yitation.

We have been told, that it is not for the interest of Spain

and France to have America independent. Sir, I deny it ;

—

and say, it is contrary to every principle of common sense. Is

not the division of the enemy's power advantageous ? Is not a

free country engaged in trade less formidable than the ambi-

tion of an old corrupted government, their only formitlable

rival in Europe ? The noble lord who moved the amendment,

said, that we were in the dilemma of conquering, or abimdon-

ing America: if we are reduced to that, 1 am for abandoning

America. Wliat have been the advantages of America to tiiis

kingdom ? Extent of trade, increase of commercial advantages,

and a numerous people growing up in the same ideas and

sentiments as ourselves. Now, Sir, would those advantages

accrue to us, if America was conquered? Not one of thein.

Such a possession of America must be secured by a st^inding

army; and that, let me observe, must be a very considerable

army. Consider, Sir, that that army must be cut oif from the

intercourse of social liberty here, and accustomed, in every in-

stance, to bow down and break the spirits of men, to trample

on the rights, and to live on the sjwils cruelly wrung from the

sweat ajid kbour of their fclJQW subjects;—such an army,
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employed for such purposes, and paid by such means, for sup-

porting such ]irinciples, would be a very proper instrument to

effect points of a greater, or at least more favourite importance

nearer home ; points, perhaps, very unfavourable to the liber-

ties of this country.

The House divided upon the Amendment': Yeas'87: Noes 242.

Lord John Cavendish's Motion for the Revisal of all
THE Laws by which the Americans think themselves
aggrieved.

November 6. i'j'j6.

LORD JOHN CAVENDISH called the attention of the House
to the extraordinary Declaration issued hy Lord Howe and

his brother, on taking possession of New York, which had appeared
in the public prints of that day, and called upon the ministers to

iell the House whether it was genuine or not. The authenticity of

the Declaration * being avowed by Lord North and Lord George
Germain, Lord John Cavendish, though astonished at the contents,

and the extraordinary manner in which they were imparted to the

* The following is a Copy of the said Declaration :

" Bv Richard Viscount Howe, of the kingdom of Ireland, and William

Howe, Esq. General of His Mujesty's forces in America, the King's Com-
missioners for restoring peace in His Majesty's colonies and plantations

in North America, &c.
Declaration.

" Although the Congress, whom the misguided Americans suffer to direct

their opposition to a re-establishment of the constitutional government of

these pronnces, have disavowed every purpose of reconciliation not conso-

nant with their extravagant inadmissible claim of independency ; the King's

commissioners think fit to declare, that they are equally desirous to confer

with His Majesty's well-affected subjects upon the means of restoring the

public tranquillity, and establishing a permanent union with every colony

as a part of the British empire. The King being most graciously pleased to

direct a revision of such of his royal instructions as may be construed to lay

an improper restraint upon the freedom of legislation in any of his colonies,

and to concur in the revisal of all his acts by whicli his subjects there may
think themselves aggrieved, it is recommended to the inhabitants at large to

reflect seriously upon their present condition, and to judge for themselves,

whether it be more consistent with their honour and happiness to offer up
their hves as a sacrifice to the unjust and precarious cause in which they are

ensraged, or to return to their allegiance, accept the blessings of peace, and

be secured in a free enjoyment of their liberty and properties, upon the true

principles of the constitution. Givenat New York, the 19th September, 1776.
« Howe,
" W.Howe."
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public, congratulated the Hoii^e on the gleam of peace and con-
ciliation. Parliament, he said, had been treated with the most
mortifying contempt; commissioners were sent out with powers
only to grant pardons, and receive submissions

; yet, wonderful to

relate, parliament is informed, through the channel of a news-
paper, that those conmiissioners are authorized to answer di-

rectly for the sovereign, and obliquely for the concurrence of
the other two branches of the legislature, in revising all acts, by
which the Americans are aggrieved. Parliament were reduced
to cyphers in the whole conduct of the business ; they were called

on, by way of requisition, to sanction acts which would render
them abhorred by their fellow subjects in every part of the em-
pire ; but when an appearance of lenity is shewn, all the merit Mas
attributed to the king and his ministers. Yet if the proposals
were sincere, he would not found objections pn mere punctilios

;

to give the negociation more weight and efficacy, parliament ought,
as the first proof of a pacific disposition, to co-operate in so

desirable a work. It would, besides, restore ministers to con-
fidence ; their professions were disbelieved in America ; the mo-
tion, therefore, he was about to make, would be the means of
removing the almost universal opinion that prevailed in America,
that every ministerial promise was given with some insidious in-

teijtion of treachery, deceit, imposition, or to divide them, in order
the more easily to break their strength, and subdue them. To
remove so strong an impediment to peace and conciliation ; to

shew we were in earnest, and wished sincerely for both ; His Lord-
ship moved, " That this House will resolve itself into a committee,
to consider of the revisal of all acts of parliament, by which His
Majesty's subjects in America think themselves aggrieved." The
motion was seconded by Mr. Burke, and supported by Mr. Byng,
Mr. Dunning, and Mr. Fox. Lord North, Mr. Solicitor General
Wedderburn, Mr. Rous, and Lord George Germain, complained,

of it as a surprize, a sudden and imexpected manoeuvre, no business

of consequence being expected before the recess.

Mr. Fox observed, that however a.bsurd and inconsistent

administration had shewed themselves in other respects, in

their measures relative to America, and their professed con-
tempt for parliament, they had been perfectly uniform and
consistent. Tlicy had all along manifested the most con-

temptuous treatment of that House. He waj? always with the

majority of the House in one point, though not upon other

occasions, in supporting its dignity, privileges, and conse-

quence with the people ; which, in every measure relative to

America, had been most shamefully violated ; every infor-

mation was denied, or purposely hold back. The operations

of war, it was true, were communicated with all possible

ostentation and parade ; but tlie only proper objects of par-

liamentary attention were totixUy neglected, and left to be
collected from chance, vague reports, or a newspaper, while
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the negociations for peace, in which parliament and the nation

were mucli more deeply interested, as the welfare of this

country more immediately depended upon them, were kept

in a state of concealment, as if ministers were ashamed to

own, as well they might, that after all the blood and treasure

which had been spent in the unliappy contest, they were obliged

to offer those very con.Iitious which tliey had some years

since rejected, with every mark of displeasure and disappro-

bation. The account from New York, he observed, was re-

ceived late on Saturday night; an Extraordinary Gazette,

announcing the retreat of the provincials from that city, was

published early on Monday morning; another - Gazette fol-

lowed it the succeeding evening; and yet a syllable of the

Declaration never transpired. He first heard it at the Opera
the preceding evening, and read it that morning in a news-

paper; still doubting its being genuine, till he heard it au-

thenticated by the two noble lords on the opposite bench.

He begged to be understood, that he did not make a charge

of intentional concealment; but he contended, that ministers

were no less culpable than if they concealed it from design

;

particularly, when the omission included in it the most ma-
nifest and mortifying inattention to parliament, whose sen-

timents the penner of the above Declaration had ^^rtually,

and, he would add, audaciously, engaged for; there being

but little or no essential difference, according to the present

well known pliable disposition of that House, between a royal

promise to concur in the revisal of certain acts of the British

legislature, and an actual solemn eno-aorment of the whole le-

gislature, for its due and faithful performance. In America,

he said, all was peace, conciliation, and parental tenderness

;

in England, nothing was heard of but subjugation, uncondi-

tional submission, and a war of conquest. With that view
administration had procured a pam]ihlet to be written and sent

to America, where thousands of them were distributed gratis

;

while in England the title was not so nmch <is known, till

after the publication on the other side the Atlantic. Pub-
lications of a very different tendency were encouraged here.

America was to be subdued ; taxes were to be obtained; char-

ters were to be modified or annihilated at pleasure. These
doctrines secured a party, and the bulk of the people on this

side of the water, while the most moderate measures and
fascinatmg promises were held out on the other, in order to

insidiously trepan and deceive.— He returned to what he
called the shameful inattention and neglect which ministers

had shewn in their conduct towards parliament; and said,

that as government Jiad taken so much pains to conceal the
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proclamation alluded to, he had strong reasons to suspect,

that other matters of a similar nature were suppressed, and
never permitted to see the light. If there had been any such,

why had not parliament been made acquainted with them ?

Was it not reasonable, that this House should know them?

—

He then addressed the Treasury-bench, and asked, if every

supply they demanded had not hccn granted? Why, then,

in this, as well as every other instance, keep back informa-

tion, or, which was the same thing, neglect to give it to par-

liament, which had acted so openly, and put such confidence

in ministers ? What was the return ? Either a downright, de-

signed imposition, or the most gross nonsense. Wliat do
the commissioners promise in the King's name ? That " being
most graciously pleased to concur in the revisal of all Acts,"

&c. Does his majesty, at any time, or upon any occasion,

concur in the revisal of any Acts of any kind ? He may con-

cur in the repeal of an Act, or in any amendment made in

an Act which comes in the shape of a Bill, waiting for the

royal assent; but as for promising to concur in the revisal

of a law, which implies examination and amendment, in stages

in which he can possibly take no part, it is rank ignorance
or gross deceit. Besides, though ministers v;ere serious, the

promise could not be fulfilled, without supposing, that the

opinion of parliament was just what ministers pleased to dic-

tate ; for what signifies what his majesty's good dispositions

may be, since parliament, it is well known, thinks differently ?

If, therefore, revisal meant any thing, it meant a repeal, which
it was impossible to expect from the present parliament, as

they had so frequently refused any proposition, tending even
that way.— He concluded with observing, that the commis-
sioners, especially Lord Howe, were known to be friends to

conciliation ; and for that reason, were not sent out till so late

in the season, that government knev/ the Americans must
have declared for independency, before they arrived. He
declared it as his firm opinion, that there could be no peace
in America, without a complete relinquishment on our part

of the claim of taxation : that the conm'ess might well call

the propositions of the court of Great Britain insidious, if the

House of Commons refused to support the declaration of the

commissioners : that the expressions in the declaration were
complained of as not being clear ; but that whenever an ex-

pression was represented as not clear, the act accompanying
it must be taken as its commentary. If then, the declaration

in question was not clear, how must America understand it,

when by the vote of this House, this day, should the noble

lord's motion be negatived, they shall plainly perceive, that

the Commons of Great Britain had peremptorily refiised to

VOL. I. F
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concur in rendering his majesty's gracious dispositions

effective.

The House divided

:

Tellers.
'

Tellers.

,r ("Mr. Fox 1 -VT f Earl Lisburne 1 t^,xY^^« [mv. Byngj 47.-Noes ^^^ ^^^^^^^ Townshendl
'°^'

So it passed in the negative.*

Bill for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, in

America, &c.

February lo. 1777.

ON the 6th of February, Lord North brought in a bill
'•' io

empower his majesty to secure and detain Persons charged

with, or suspected of, the Crime of High Treason committed in

North America, or on the High Seas, or the Crime of Piracy." The
progress of this Bill was contested with a warmth and pertinacity

proportioned to the magnitude of its objects, and the importance

of the habeas corpus, that inestimable privilege, which it was
intended to suspend. Lord North, on the motion for introducing

it, observe.!, that during the war many prisoners had been made,
who were in actual commission of high treason ; and many might

be taken in the same predicament, but perhaps for want of evi-

dence could not be legally confined. It had been customary on
similar occasions of rebellion, or danger of invasion, to enable the

King to seize suspicious individuals ; but ministers, at present, did

not demand a confidence so extensive ; there was no domestic

rebellion, nor any prospect of invasion ; but as the law stood, it

was not possible, officially, to apprehend the most suspected per-

^•01)
;
prisoners made from the rebels, and in the act of pii'acy on

the high seas, could only be legally confined in the common gaols,

a mode which their numbers would render impracticable. It was
necessary the crown should have a power of confining them like

other prisoners of war. On the second reading, upon the loth,

'* From this time a great number of the minoritj', particularly of the

Rockingham party, began to relax in their attendance upon parliament in

either House ; or rather to withdraw themselves whollv and avowedly upon
all questions which related to America, and only to attend upon such mat-

ters of private bills or business, in which they had some particular concern

or interest. This conduct was so marked, that some of the principal leaders

of Opposition, after attending the House of Commons, in the morning, upon
private buiness, as soon as a public question was introduced, took a formal

leave of the Speaker, and immediately withdrew,
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Mr. Eox said, that the bill served as a kind of key, or
index, to the design that ministers had been for some years
manifestly forming, the objects of which they rendered visible

from time to time, as opportunity served, as circumstances

proved favourable, or as protection increased and power
strengthened. It resembled, he said, the first scene in the
fifth act of a play, when some important transaction or cir-

cumstance, affecting the chief personages in the drama, comes
to be revealed, and points directly to the denouement. This
plan had been long visible, and however covertly hid, or art-

fully held back out of sight, Avas uniformly adopted, and
steadily pursued : it was nothing less than robbing America
of her franchises, as a previous step to the introduction of the

same system of government into this country ; and, in fine, of

spi'eading arbitrary dominion over all the territories belonging

to the British crown. He contended, that nothing but the

most inevitable necessity could justify the present measure

;

such a concurrence of circumstances, as happened at the Revo-
lution, when the people of England were compelled to em-
brace the alternative of submitting passively to the will of a

base, perjured tyrant, or of trusting to the dangerous expei'i-

ment of appointing a dictator to preside over them, in the

person of the Prince of Orange, till a new constitutional

establishment could be formed, and legally recognised. This

perilous state of things was but of short duration; it was
running, to be sure, a great risk ; but then, it was to preserve

•the liberty of this country from eternal destruction.—He
dwelt a considerable time on the invaluable advantages de-

rived from the habeas corpus a6l, which he called the great

palladium of the liberties of the subject ; expressing, at the

same time, his astonishment, in the boldest and most ani-

mated terms, at the insolence and temerity of ministers, who
could thus dare to snatch it from tlie people, by a mandate
manufactured by themselves, though sanctioned by the sign

manual; and not only attempt to deprive the object of their

envy, resentment, or fears, of his liberty, but send him out of

Great Britain, to the most remote part of the British domi-

nions. Who knows, said he, but the ministers, in the full-

ness of their malice, may take into their heads, that I have

served on Long Island, under General Washington ? W^hat

would it avail me, in, such an event, to plead an alibi ; to

assure my old friends, that I was, during the whole of

the autumn American campaign, in England; that I was

never in America, nor on any other sea but between Dover
and Calais ; and that all my acts of piracy were committed on

the mute creation ? All this may be very true, says a mi-

nister, or a minister's understrapper, you are for the present

F 2
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suspected, that is sufficient. I know you are fond of Scot-

land ; this is not the time for proofs
;
you may be, and very

probably are innocent ; what of that ? this bill cares not a

tig whether you are guilty or innocent. I will send you, under

this sign manual, to study the Erse language in the Isle of

Bute ; and as soon as the operation of the bill is spent, you
will be at liberty to return whither you please ; and then you

may, if you like, call on your accusers, to prove their charges

of treason in America, and of piracy on the high seas; but

they will laugh in your face, and tell you they never charged

you, they only suspected you ; and the act of parliament will

serve as a complete plea in bar ; it will answer a double end

;

it will be at once your redress and our justification.—O, but

says the learned gentleman, it is not possible to tell how far

constructive treason may extend ; or whether it may not reach

such as have aided and abetted the American rebels, by send-

ing them arms and ammunition, by corresponding with them,

&c. It is, it seems, lucky for me, that I have no connection

in America ; if I had, though they could not so decently

suspect me of being on Long Island in August last, when they

knew the contrary, they might say, that I held a treasonable

or a piratical correspondence with them. Suppose, for instance,

I had an old school-fellow, or intimate companion : I should

most probably have kept up a correspondence; and when
writing to him, should have told him, " that the Wliigs, and
those that were friends to the Revolution, were looked upon
pow as factious persons, for these are the times that large

Strides are taken, not only to destroy the liberties of America,

but of this country likewise." Would not such a paragraph

as this furnish a good ground for suspicion ? But weakness,

cruelty, suspicion, and credulity, are almost always insepa-

rable: at least they are often found in the same company.
Ministers are credulous in the extreme, because they are

fearful; and they are fearful from a consciousness of their

crimes. Suspicions, however ill founded, upon tales, how-
ever improbable, are received by them as facts not to be con-

troverted ; witness the information of Richardson against

Sayre, some time since; and the recent affair of John the

Painter, relative to the improbable story of his setting fire to

the rope-house at Portsmouth. I am not surprised at any
thing. The tone of the minister is become firm, loud, and
decisive. He has already assured us, in this House, that he
has nearly subdued America; and by what we are able to

collect from this bill, we may presume, he means to extend
bis conquests nearer home.

The House divided on the motion for the second reading of the
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bill : Yeas 195 : Noes 43. The alarm excited by this bill, recalled
a few of those members who had of late absented themselves from
the House. The debates became long, animated, and highly in-

teresting, and were not unfrequently intermixed with the severest
animadversion. On the 14th, the order of the day being read for
bringing up the report,

Mr. Fox was against receiving the report. He said no man
was safe an instant, should the bill pass into a law. It would
arm the most profligate of the human species ; and give them
a power over the best men in the nation. No man would be
safe under it, unless one could suppose that a country magis-
trate understood more law, and was more sagacious; or a
trading justice had more honour and equity in him, than
the Chief-justice of Chester (Mr. Morton). That learned
gentleman was of opinion, that the bill gave the powers now
attributed to it ; and if so, it was clear that it meant something
very different from what it was said to import.

February 17.

ON the order of the day for the third reading of the bill, Mr.
Dunning, who first laid open its principle and tendency, and had
since been indefatigable both in his general opposition, and his

endeavours to disarm it of some of those powers which he con-
sidered as the most dangerous, proposed a clause to be added to
the bill by way of rider. He introduced the amendment with a
speech fraught with legal and professional knowledge, in which he
went through and examined the whole course of controversy on
both sides, and having combated the arguments which had been
used in support of the bill, and pointed out the evil consequences
to be apprehended in its present state, moved an additional clause
to the following purport :

" Provided also, and be it hereby de-
clared, that nothing herein contained is intended, or shall be
construed to extend to the case of any other prisoner, or prisoners,

than such as have been in some one of the colonies before
mentioned, or on the high seas, at the time or times of the offence

or offences, wherewith he or they shall be charged." Mr. Corn-
wall agreed to receive the clause in part, if the mover would
admit an amendment of his own to be interwoven with, and added
to it ; namely, that the words, " In some one of the colonies,

or on the high seas," should be left out, and the words, " Out of
the realm," inserted in their room ; and that the following words,
*' Or of which they shall be suspected," should be added to, and
conclude the original clause. If this amendment did not afford all

that was wished, the acceptance of the clause, even in its present
form, was, however, an object of great consequence with the mi-
nority, who now considered the bill as having nearly lost two of
its most dangerous fangs ; the last, though not entirely drawn,
being now tolerably blunted.

F 3
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Mr. Fox, after reprobating the principle of the bill, and
declaring that he thought if even the clause were agreed to,

as first moved bv his honourable and learned friend, he should

be called on to give the bill a most hearty negative, said he
must desire to draw the attention of the House, to the conduct

of the court of France, respecting our disputes with America.

He affirmed, from his own knowledge, that we were on the

eve of a war with France, immediately preceding the meeting
of the present session, in the month of October. He was of

opinion, that administration were extremely negligent in

respect of home security and national defence; particularly

in not, calling out and embodying the militia, when it was
well known what a defenceless state we were in at the time,

and still, he was sorry to say, continued to be. At present,

the disposition of France, he allowed, was much changed.

The courts of Versailles and Madrid, whatever their latent or

remote intentions might be, took care carefully to conceal

one, or had prudently postponed the other, (which was the

most probable supposition,) till they were sufficiently prepared

to strike a deci.-ive, perhaps a fatal blow, which was certainly

not the case at present. Their peaceable demeanor, their

promises and appearances, were most assuredly the conse-

quence of necessity, not choice. The disposition of the French
nation in general, and the sentiments of such as turned their •

thoughts to foreign politics, respecting the civil war in Ame-
rica, bore testimony how much they considered that war as a

matter that promised to be extremely favourable to their

interests, in the final event. He had other proof, which
confirmed the conclusion now made, in a much clearer man-
ner; that Avas the disposition of the French cabinet, which
daily manifested itself in a variety of circumstances. He did

not mean to enter into details ; but the facts he was about to

mention, were important, and such, too, as would not leave

a doubt of their tendency; he alluded to the conduct of
the French ministry to two of the members of the American
Congress, now resident at Paris, Dr. Franklin and Mr. Silas

Deane. He was warranted in aff.rming, from his own know-
ledge, that they both appeared publicly at Paris and Ver-
sailles ; they were known to hold conferences with the King's
ministers, to treat and negotiate with them, and to be received

by them substantially on the same footing as the represen-

tatives of any independent power in Christendom. The cor-

respondence held between them was of the same nature with

that usually carried on between two powers, where one
of them seeks for assistance, and the other, from motives

of policy, listens, deliberates, and determines, upon the pro-

priety or impropriety of adopting the schemes, or entering

10
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into the measures of the power, wliich thus applies for succour.

Sometimes Franklin and Deane received e-reater encouraofe-

ment, at other times less, according to the tone of the court,

and the prevailing sentiments and opinions at the time. But
however tliese might vary, one important truth might be
gathered from the whole, that France was secretly hostile to

Great Britain ; that she publicly and privately received, treated,

and negotiated with the members ofthe American Congress, or

with persons authorised and deputed for them. — He next

attacked what he called the shameful, disgraceful, and im-

probable falsehoods that the only paper, published by autho-

rity in this country, was filled with, upon every occasion,

given in the accounts received from America. He said, he
had been in company, at Paris, with an American lately

arrived in that capital, who informed him that our London
Gazette ijave lo\m details, from time to time, of successes

gained by our troops, which never had any existence but on
paper. He assured him in particular, that the lists of the

killed, wounded, and prisoners, since the commencement of

the campaign, amounted to nearly as many as the Congress

had enlisted, mustered, or arrayed : but as the nation were

to have something in return for the blood and treasure so

shamefully lavished on our side, something to balance against

new debts, accompanied with new taxes, he could not say

but he much approved of the device, as he was infinitely better

pleased to sea men killed upon paper, than be convinced that

they had flillen in battle. He then took a general view of

the situation of affairs in America, the state of the respective

armies, their number, &c. and contended, from the present

appearance of affairs in that country, that we were no nearer

conquering America now, than we were three years ago. If

it should ever be effected, he was satisfied it would be the work
of time, perhaps of many campaigns. Though France had
altered her intention of taking an early and decided part,

and would not venture to break with us, till her navy should

be put upon a respectable footing, yet a peace resting on so

precarious a foundation, was in fact no peace, and was more
hurtful, in its remote consequences, than war actually de-

clared. T-he Dutch were nearly twenty years struggling

against their tyrannical oppressors, before they procured any

assistance from foreign states ; our strength would be there-

fore gradually decreasing, and we might probably find our-

selves engaged in a bloody and expensive war, when we least

expected it, and were least prepared for it.

Lord North exculpated himself in particular, and administration

in general, from every intention of establishing any unconstitutional

F 4
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precedents, or of seeking or wisliing any powers to be entrusted,

either to the crown or to themselves, which were capable of being

employed to bad or oppressive purposes ; disavowed all design of

extending the operation of the bill beyond its open and avowed
objects ; said it was intended for America, not for Great Britain

;

that as he would ask for no power that was not wanted, so he
would scorn to receive it by any covert means ; and whilst he ex-

pressed his concern for the jealousy excited by any ambiguity that

appeared in the bill, hoped that the present amended clause would
afford full satisfaction to the gentlemen on the other side of the

House, and that the law would now meet with the approbation of

all parties.

This unexpected conduct caused great dissatisfaction on his own
side. Those who had been the avowed supporters of the bill,

thought themselves particularly ill treated. Mr. Willam Adam
thought the measures now pursuing by government would have

been more efficacious, in all probability, had they been taken up
earlier ; and when they were taken up, had they been carried into

execution with more spirit and alacrity. No man was farther from
approving of sanguinary measures than he was ; and he always

thought that the surest means in such cases, of preventing the ef-

fusion of blood, and all the dire calamities of a civil war, was by
adopting vigorous measures in time, and executing them season-

ably. The Solicitor Genei'al said, he did not see any necessity

either for the clause or amendment, yet he should have had no
objection to it, if its friends had been contented with carrying it

early in the day; but as the gentlemen who moved and supported

it, had been indulged with an acquiescence on the part of adminis-

tration, and still continued to debate the principle of the bill, he
should now most certainly vote against it.

Mr. Fox said, he admitted the candour and condescension

of the learned gentleman, in granting the favour of permitting

the clause to make part of the bill, if the terms in which the

favour had been asked had been accompanied with that degree

of gratitude and submission which the gi'anting so high a boon
deserved ; if the debate had not been prolonged to that late

hour, when it might be supposed the learned gentleman's

presence might be more useful, and more eagerly sought. Yet,

upon consideration, nice as the learned gentleman's feelings

were, eager as he was to get out of the crowd, careless as he
was of his duty in that House, and indifferent as he seemed to

be to the consequences of the bill ; in either or any event, he
imagined his resentments against conquered America, his na-

tive hatred of rebellion, his zeal for government, and his per-

sonal loyalty to the family on the throne, might have been in

some degree gratified, without pushing this bill to the extent

he seemed to desire. It might allay the learned gentleman's

thirst for public chastisement, and exemplary pimishment,

when he could satisfy himself with the pleasing reflection that



1 7770 SUSPENSION OF THE HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 73

seven rebels had been shoved into a room in New York, and

there burnt to death; or if that was not sufficient, another

learned gentleman, still, if possible, more zealous and loyal,

(Mr. Adam,) might feast himself with contemplating the glo-

rious deeds daily and hourly achieved in our southern colonies

and back settlements, where the savages came down in great

numbers, (ifthe accounts received by administration themselves

from that country were to be depended on,) and massacred the

innocent settlers in cold blood ; and the slaves were merito-

riously employed in the murder of their unprepared and un-

suspicious masters, through the encouragement of an adminis-

tration which had been this day so unjustly arraigned, as

sluggish and inert, as wanting spirit and alacrity, in the glo-

rious work of blood and carnage ; of planning nothing but

tame and indecisive measures, still more tamely and indecisively

executed !

The question was put on Mr. Dunning's motion, as amended by
Mr. Cornwall, and agreed to without a division.

Mr. Fox wished the House much joy, and felicitated the na-

tion in general on the escape they had had from, at least, a state

of temporary tyrannic dominion, which perhaps, all in good

time, was meant to be rendered perpetual. He congratulated

the minority in particular, on their success that day; who, he

said, had corrected this very reprehensible bill : though a mi-

nority, they had accomplished this alteration ; the ministers

were not only convinced, but ashamed, and had accepted of

the alteration. It was no compliment to their friends the

majority, for they were ready to pass the bill as it was brought

in. It was the minority, he repeated, who, though a minority,

had corrected this bill, which the noble lord had brought in

crude and indigested, imperfect and erroneous. The noble

lord was obliged to his friends the minority, for digesting,

altering, and correcting his bill, not to his friends the ma-
jority, who were ready to swallow it with all its original crudi-

ties, cruelties, and errors. He then enlarged in a humorous,

ironical strain, on the power of the learned Solicitor General,

who threatened to damn the clause totally, and blow it out of

the House, if he was any longer teased with the noise and
nonsense of his opponents, and detained from his social enjoy-

ments half or a quarter of an hour beyond his time; and
painted his own fears very humorously, lest some of the over-

zealous friends of the clause should rise, and provoke the

learned gentleman to carry his threats into execution. He
was two or three times rising to speak, he said, but happily

repressed his feelings, as he watched the countenance of the
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learned gentleman, and imagined he could perceive a glow of

honest zeal, and determined resentment overspread it, which
denoted the most inevitable destruction to the clause, and
terror, dismay and defeat to all its su]5porters. He said, he
must seriously congratulate the House, and the nation at large,

on the preservation of the constitutional freedom of this coun-

try, from the stab that had been predetermined, and covertly

aimed at its vitals, by the bill as it stood before the clause was
agreed to ; for if it had passed in that form, he could with

confidence affirm, that no Enfjlishman, as long as it remained
in force, (and God knew how long that might be!) would have

had the shadow of liberty left, or could be a minute secure

• against the most cruel attacks of public oppression, or private

malice and revenge. He then argued against the principle of

the bill, and said it was a dangerous and unnecessary bill,

even in its amended state ; that still anj' man who for pleasure

or business happened to be out of the realm, lay at the mercy
of ministers, of his private enemies, or of public informers.

On the whole, his fears being at an end respecting the clause,

he was now at liberty to express his sentiments freely ; and
under that sanction he totally disapproved of the principle of

the bill and of the clause ; he looked upon the bill as a dan-

gerous precedent; and learning the true disposition and de-

sign of administration, from their conduct throughout, he
should give it a most hearty negative.

The question being put on the third reading, the House divided:

Yeas 112 : Noes 33. The bill was then passed.

Arrears of the Civil List.

April 16.

ON the 9th of April, Lord North delivered a message from the

King, in which much concern was expressed by the Sove-
reign at being obliged to acquaint them with the difficulties he
laboured under, from debts incurred by the expences of the house-
hold, and of the civil government, which amounted on the 5th of
the preceding January to upwards of 600,000/. That he relied on
the loyalty and affection of his faithful commons, of which he had
received so many signal proofs, for enabling him to discharge this

debt, and that they would, at the same time, make some further

provision for the better support of his household, and of the honour
and dignity of the crown. The message was attended with a num-
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ber of papers, containing various accounts of the expenditure, and

a comparative statement of the whole amount of the present civil

list establishment, from the year 1760, with that of the produce of

the former revenues, which had been appropriated to that service,

during the same period ; the former being intended to explain the

causes of excess in the expenditure, and the latter to shew, that

the crown had been a loaer by the bargain v/hich it then made with

parliament. A motion was then made, and carried, that the mes-

sage should, on the i6th, be referred to the consideration of the

committee of supply. On the adjourned day for taking the mes-

sage into consideration by the committee of supply, a motion was

made by Lord John Cavendish, that the order of reference of the

9th instant might be discharged. The view of this motion was,

that instead of carrying the question directly into the committee of

supply, there to determine at once by a vote, whether provision

should be made for supplying the whole demands, the accounts of

the expenditure, the causes of the excess, the means of preventing

it in future, and the propriety of complying in the whole or in

part with the requisitions, should first be examined accurately, and
considered with due dehberation, in a committee of the whole

House. This motion accordingly, which was, in effect, whether

the Speaker should leave the chair, brought out the whole force of

debate, which was long and ably supported, most of the considera-

ble speakers on both sides having distinguished themselves in its

course.

Mr. Fox, after describing what he termed the wanton pro-

fusion of ministers for a series of years back, in the several

great departments of the state, and the sham.eless prodigality

that prevailed in the dis})osition of the revenues of the civil

list, predicted a day of reckoning, when probably ministers

would not be permitted to pass such accounts as those now
lying on the table. He told the House, that he should not

go over the items which had been already mentioned ; and to

which, there had not as yet even so much as the colour of an

answer been given. There was one article, however, which he

could not pass over without mentioning ; and he presumed, it

had struck every gentleman present as well as himself with-

astonishment. It was the sum of 513,000/. stated under the

head of the Board of Works, in the course of the last eight

years, without telling to whom the money had been paid, on

what account it had been paid, or on what palace, house, park,

garden, or place, the money had been expended. He ob-

served that the conduct of the minister, in 1 769, though the

noble lord now disclaimed the appellation, was much less re-

prehensible than now. He then acted openly, and came

boldly to parliament to demand a round sum, without account.

*' I want the money; I cannot Avait; grant it now, and you

shall have the account next year." On this occasion, Par-



76 ARREARS OF THE CIVIL LIST. [April 1 6.

liament had the option to grant or refuse ; to take his word,

or disbelieve it. New men, new measures; the noble lord

told the House this day, very gravel}', that he was not then

first minister ; but that he had since become one, entirely on
his own bottom; that accounts ought to precede the grant;

but when the accounts came to be examined, what did they

turn out ? No accounts at all ; but a detail of arbitrary sums,

for ought we knew, set down according to the fanciful ideas

of several persons who wrote them ; and all consolidated into

one round sum, which we are called upon to grant out of the

purses of our constituents, without being satisfied that a single

item is fairly or perfectly stated ; unless we trust to the inte-

grity of ministers, and the fidelity of their subordinate instru-

ments. Well, taking it for granted, that the sums are truly

stated, why trouble the House with such an account at all,

unless to add mockery to contempt, and blend insult with de-

rision ? When we had no account, we trusted to ministers.

Now that we have an account, we are equally compelled to be

satisfied with their bare word. So that taking the matter in

its true light, the present proposition is neither more nor less,

than a demand the minister makes on parliament for 618,000/.

which he says was expended in the public service ; but of the

reality of such expenditure, we properly know no more than

we do of any sum of a like amount, expended by any prince

in Europe. We are precisely as well informed now how this

debt was incurred, by the curious account lying on the table,

as we were in 1 769, without any account.—He next attacked

Lord North on his denying he was minister when he brought

down a like message, eight years ago, and obtained the object

of his errand. This he treated as the most shameful and
barefaced evasion. He declared the sentiments of that admi-

ninistration, of which, from his post of chancellor of the ex-

chequer, he formed a part ; he stood therefore doubly bound,

both as an individual, and a member of the cabinet. In the

next place, as he was the bearer of the message, he stood

pledged as the messenger, or the representative of the sove-

reign. The message was to demand a certain sum of money
to pay the King's debts; the condition that accompanied it,

though not contained in the message, was, that no applications

of a like nature should be made hereafter. Who was to im-

part them to the House ? The bearer of the message, and no

other. But, allowing that the noble lord was neither bound,

as a member of the cabinet, an individual, or as a messenger

representing his sovereign, he stood nevertheless in a mixt

official and ministerial situation, from which it was impossible

for him to recede ; he came to parliament, as the minister of

the House of Commons, and chancellor of the exchequer.
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He was responsible as minister, for his ministerial assurances,

as much then, as at present ; and as chancellor of the ex-
chequer, he was bound by the nature of his office to know that

his assurances were founded in truth. Take, then, the matter
in the noble lord's own way ; does he not stand on the precise

ground he did then ? Did he not come in 1 769, as well as in

1777, as minister of the House of Commons and chancellor

of the exchequer, not as first lord of the treasury, and
prime minister ? But convict the noble lord on any or all of
these grounds, and he still imagines he can evade his pur-
suers. He says he never gave any such promise. Will his

lordship rest his justification on that alone? If he does, I

pledge myself to prove he did ; if he will not, but will con-
tend, that he is not bound in one event by a promise, which
he denies in the other, I submit whether in the opinion of all

impartial men, the noble lord be not in fact convicted on both
grounds. If, however, he should still rest his defence, on his

not being responsible for any acts of his, ministerial or official,

he would nevertheless on the present occasion, out of regard
to his own honour and character, recommend to his lordship,

to consent to the proposed committee of enquiry; because, if

any malversation in office, any waste of public money should
have happened, the blame would fall ofcourse on his lordship,

as chancellor of the exchequer. Not supposing that there

existed the least ground for any such imputation, he looked
upon it to be peculiarly incumbent on the noble lord, cheer-
fully to go into an enquiry, which, he presumed, would turn
out so much to his lordship's honour. He perceived that the
charge of ambassadors was a very heavy one ; besides, envoys
and ministers were sent to every petty state. He knew the dis-

agreeable predicament a minister, willing to make a reform,
would stand in, were he to attempt it on his own strength. It

would be prodigiously irksome to be obliged to say to a secre-

tary of state, who has so few appointments in his gift, " I must
strike off such and such envoys who are in your department,
the state of the civil list requires it, &c." While, on the
contrary, if a parliamentary enquiry was set on foot, and ar-

rangements made to take place in consequence of such en-
quiry, in order to reduce the expenditure, the blame would be
shifted from the minister, and the supei-fluous branches of the
civil list might be pruned, or totally lopped off, without giv-

ing any direct offence to those who might, on the mere
personal interference of the minister, look upon themselves
pointed at, and ill treated.

The House then dirided on Lord John Cavendish's motion

;
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Tellers. TeUers.

V fMr.T.Townshend] .^ fMr-CTownshend] „
Yeas -{ ,^ u r 114

—

Noes -^ ^^ t> i- ?- 281.
[^
Mr. Byng J I ^I^- ilobmson J

So it passed in tlie negative. The House then resolved itself

into a committee of supply, and came to ^the following resolu-

tions : 1. " That the sum of 618,340^. 95. 6ld. be granted to

his majesty, to discharge the arrears and debts due and owing
upon the civil list, on the 5th of January. 2. " That for the

better support of his majesty's household, and of the honour and
dignit}'^ of the crown, there be granted to his majesty, during
his life, out of the aggregate fund, the clear yearly sum of 100,000^.

to commence from the 5th day of January 1777, over and above
the yearly sum of 800,000/. granted by an Act made in the ist

year of his majesty^'s reign." On the loth, as soon as Sir Charles

Whitworth appeared at the bar, in order to present the above
resolutions, Mr. Dempster rose and opposed the bringing up of
the report. This occasioned another debate. The gentlemen of
the minority insisted, that the accounts which had been laid before

the House carried the fullest conviction, that the)^ were fabricated

to perplex, not to inform ; that the facts, Vv^hich under their title

they were bound to disclose, could not bear the light ; and that

a great and royal revenue was squandered in so shameful a manner,
and applied to such pernicious purposes, that the ministers daTeJ
not to avow its disposal, nor venture to commit so dangerous a

knowledge to the public. They were unaccompanied b^'^ any
voucher, by any collateral, or explanatory observation tJiat could

give them even that colour of authenticity, which was fitting for

their appearance before parliament, or to render them worthy
of its attention. On the other side, the ministers, and ofiicial

members, attributed the defectiveness imputed to the accounts,

to the conduct of their predecessors in office, who had carried

away, from their respective departments, those papers and do-

cuments, which would have been necessary to afford that unusual

degree of specification and accuracy, which was now demanded.
They said, that the treasury had done every thing in their power
to remedy that d-L^ficiency ; they had spared no pains, by examining
and comparing the warrants with the books, to give every satis-

faction in their power to parliament.

Mr. Fox said, there was a very jnaterial difFerence between

producing vouchers for each article, or even snuill sums paid

to petty tradesmen, and not producing a single authority or

document Avhich vt'as sufficient to satisfy the House, that the

gross sums charged were faithfully expended under the heads

in which th'ey were charged; and he defied Lord Nortli, with

all his wit and ingenuity, to shew by any true criterion of

distinction, the least shadow of difference between an account

thus unvouched, and no account at all. He begged the atten-

tion of the House to this single illustration of the subject of

debate; what substantial dilfcrence did it make, whether the
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618,000/. was written off in a single line, in twenty, or in five

hundred, when the several sums came totally unaccompanied
vouchers ? He next drew a comparison between the present

administration, and that of the late Duke of Newcastle;

and so pushed it back to the commencement of the late

reign, whicli he contended was the most glorious this lia-

nation ever beheld. It was a reign of principle throughout

;

the sovereign was honest, steady, and sincere. His ministers

sought his personal satisfaction and domestic quiet; and
maintained the honour and dignity of the nation. Even the

different parties who caballed for power, were open in their

professions, faithful to the doctrines they professed, and to

the persons with whom they associated. What was now the

case? Corruption and patronage had overspread the land.

The King's name was frequently prostituted by his ministers,

to pui'poses v/hich he was certain the sovereign was too good'

a man, and too great a King, ever to have sanctioned, if he
had previously discovered the concealed but plausible motives

whence they originated. Ministers disdained to pursue such
appearances. Majorities were' found to support the worst

measures with as much alacrity as the best. The influence

of the crown derived additional strength from its power over
the treasury, and majorities were now called upon to make
good the very rapine and plunder they had long since shared

;

and to create a fund in future for tlie same purposes. To
finish the comparison, and bring the two reigns into a com-
plete counterview, all principle, as well in politics, as morals,

had been, since the commencement of the present reign, en-
tirely exploded. That very formidable phalanx which now
lines the Treasury-bench, have tlirown aside their opinions
the day they accepted of their appointments. Corruption
sweeps every thing before it. Its power or influence, or v liat-

ever else it may be called, is almost iiTesistible. It is now
got to its zenith. Sir Robert Walpole, it was said, was the
father of corniption ; the present minister is his equal, if not
in abilities, at least in his art of managing parliaments. He
has improved on the founder of this corrupt system ; he has
carried it to an infinitely greater extent. But then, he has
had the address to lose half the empire, as one of the first

happy consequences of his experimental improvements !

The first resolution was agreed to. On the second, the Hous?
divided

:

Tellers. , Tellers.

So it was resolved in the affirmative.
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Birmingham Play-house Bill.

April 29.

IN consequence of a petition presented to the House by Mr.
Yates, leave was given to bring in a bill for enabling His Ma-

jesty to licence a play-house in the town of Birmingham. The
bill was accordingly brought in and read a first time. On the

motion for the second reading, Sir William Bagot opposed it,

because he disliked licensed theatres in manufacturing towns.

By way of proving the fatal tendency of establishihg theatres in-

discriminately in any kingdom. Sir William adverted to the time

of the Romans, when he declared the giving theatres was the

cause of the decline of the state. He said, that to add to

the dissipation of the people v/as always the maxim adopted by
those who meant to enslave them, and that the common means
of fixing slavery on any people was by giving theatres. He bid

the House recollect the ancient medals, on the reverse of which

was a theatre, with the words Ludi itistituti. These were melan-

choly instances of the truth of what he had asserted, as it appeared

from the words round the edges of such medals, that the Romans
were also obliged to establish granaries of corn, and to give the

people bread at the same time ; this latter, he feared, would be

the next step with Birmingham, if the House gave them a theatre.

Here Sir William introduced an apostrophe on the subject of the

Roman medals, appealing to the House how much more glorious

it was to cast medals on any conquest, and how much better the

inscriptions of De Germanis, or De Britannis appeared, than that

of Ludi instituti, Mr. James Luttrell also opposed the bill. He
spoke warmly against Mr. Yates, tlie petitioner ; he said the peti-

tion was impudence, and the application ingratitude ; and there-

fore, if discretionary powers ought to be given to any man, Mr.
Yates was the last person Birmingham could approve of, or that

the"'House could with decency listen to.

Mr. Fox objected to the asperity of the terms used by tlie

honourable gentleman who spoke last, as im})roper for the

place, the subject, and the person to whom they were applied.

He had always retained a grateful sense of the entertainment

he had received from actors of Mr. Yates's acknowledged

merit ; and he could perceive nothing in his conduct, on the

present occasion, to justify such epithets. If the party to whom
they were applied, had been in a higher rank, it would, to

say no worse, have been extremely indecent to have so treated

him ; and it must be very uripleasant and mortifying to any

man. He therefore thought it extremely wrong, and could

not be a silent auditor of such severities against a person who
had only exercised that right which every other man had of

applying to pai'liament. He declared himsell" for the second
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reading of the bill, and sending it to a committee, when the

true sense of the inhabitants might probably be collected.

If any thing could be decided, one way or the other, he
thought the probability was, that the majority of the inha-

bitants were in favour of the bill, from the open and continued

encouragement they had given to theatrical entertainments

for such a number of years back. In his opinion, dramatic

exhibitions had their use every where, and often drew the

attention of the conmion people, and prevented them from
wasting their time and money in employments of a much
more dangerous and pernicious nature. In general, they
tended to civilize and polish the manners of nations ; and so

far were the institutions of theatres fiom being the fore-

runners of slavery, or the badges of despotism, that they were
most encouraged, and flourished best, in free states. He
ridiculed what had fallen from Sir William relative to the

Romans medals. He said, he had much rather see such

medals now struck, than political medals; for there could

be no disgrace in shewing by the words Ludi instituti, that

our manners were polished; but there might be some in

having medals with the inscription De Britannis Colonisy

which would tend to throw a ridicule on our late glorious

campaign in America

!

The bill was also supported by Mr. Dempster, Mr. Burke, Mr.
Wilkes, and Mr. Harris. It was then read a second time. On tl»e

motion, that it be committed, tlie House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers,

,r r Mr. Fox 7 o X- ( Sir William Bagotl ^Yeas 1 AT ia . J- i8. Noes -{ o- tt /^ i coo.
IMt. Dempster) (^Sir Henry Gough j ^

So it passed in the negative.

Admission of Strangers into the Gallery of the ^ousE,

April 30.

MR. TEMPLE LUTTRELL moved, That the orders made
upon die ist of November last, " That the Serjeant at amis

attending this House do, from time to time, take into his custody

any stranger or strangers that he shall see, or be informed of to

be, in the House or gallery, while the House, or any committee
of the whole House, is sitting ; and that no person so taken into

custody be discharged out of custody, without the special order

of the House;" Also, " That no member of this House do pre-

sume to bring any stranger or strangers into the House or gallery/'

vol. I. G
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might be read. And the same being read accordingly, he next
moved, " That the said orders be taken into consideration in a

committee of the whole House." The motion was supported by
Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Thomas Townshend, and Mr. Fox ; and opposed

by Lord North, Mr. Rigby, and Sir William Meredith.

Mr. Fox expressed his hearty approbation of the motion,

and was glad the honourable gentleman who introduced it,

had not urged an absolute discharge of the uniform and ne-

cessary orders of the House, established for good government
and decorum. He wished the House would decline to enforce

those orders with such rejirchensible rigour ; and was sure,

that if a committee were to take them under candid consi-

deration, some method might be devised fully to answer the

end proposed. He dwelt on the expediency of letting in

young men of parts and education, that they might cultivate

and improve their understanding, and become early habituated

to the conduct of state affairs, and to political argumentation.

The House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

,. ( Mr. T. Luttrein , ,. TMr. G. Onslow] „

^^^; 1 Mr. Fox 1
'^ ^^^' JMr. Robinson \ ^^

So it passed in the negative.

Motion tor an Addition to the Incomes of the Royai,
Brothers.

May 9.

SIR JAMES LOWTHER moved, «' That an humble address

be presented to his majesty, to express the just sense this

House entertains of his majesty's regard for the lasting welfare

and happiness of his people ; and, as this House cannot omit any
opportunity of shewing their zeal and regard for his majesty's

honour, and the prosperity of his family, humbly to beseech his

majesty, that, in consideration of the high rank and dignity of

their royal highnesses the Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland,

he would be graciously pleased to make some addition to their

annual income, out of the revenues cheerfully granted his majesty

for the expences of the civil government, and better supporting

the honour and dignity of the crown ; and to assure his majesty,

that this House will enable his majesty effectually to perform the

same, as nothing will more conduce to the strengthening of his,

majesty's government, tlum honourably supporting the dignity of

the different branches of th«; raval iamily." Sir James stated with
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energy, and described with affecting sympathy, the causes which
led to this motion, and the particular circumstances of situation

which rendered such an address necessary ; circumstances which
were unfortunately so conspicuous, as to be publicly known in

every part of Europe ; and which he represented as not less affect-

ing the national character and honour, than the royal dignity.

The motion was supported by Sir Edward Astley, Governor John-
stone, Mr. Wilkes, and Mr. Fox.

Mr. Fox said, he thought the motion was right, proper,
and seasonable ; right, that those who were so nearly allied

to the crown should have part of the public munificence,
intended to promote every thing which might add to its splen-

dour and dignity; proper, because no persons were more
competent to judge of the disposal of money, than those who
granted it ; and seasonable, because no time could be better

to urge the crown on such a subject, than when the sense of
its own necessities, and the generous conduct of parliament,

might promise to make a favourable and grateful impression.

He dwelt on the increased price of provisions, and the com-
parative value of money now, and during even the last reign ;

and observed, that though this argument was much relied on
in support of the augmentation of the civil list revenue, it

applied much stronger in the present case, because the in-

ci'eased value of the necessaries and conveniences of life, had
a much stronger comparative operation ; he believed, in the

proportion of full three to one, on an income almost totally

expended in those uses, than on a revenue, the greater part

of which was issued in round sums, with which neither the

splendour, dignity, nor immediate expences of the crown
were at all concerned : this he instanced in the several heads
of salaries, pensions, secret service money, ambassadors, &c.
He then stated several general reasons in support of the

motion, such as the increase of salary to the judges, the over-

plus between the real expenditure for the last eight years, and
the necessity there was to enable the royal dukes to support

their high rank, both as peers of the first order, and as being

so nearly allied to the throne. He said, it had been always

the policy of this country, to make a suitable provision for

the different branches of the royal family ; it rendered them
independent of ministers ; and bound them by interest and
sentiment to preserve that constitution under which they

enjoyed such pre-eminent and solid advantages. On the

other hand, a royal family, in narrow and dependent cir-

cumstances, were compelled to look up to the throne for pro-

tection and support; and from the very nature of tlieir

situation, were liable to become the instruments of the crown
in forging chains for their country. This, he was certain,

G 2
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was at present entirely out of the case ; the King was as averse

to employing them in effecting purposes so far from his heart,

as they would be to comply with them, had he entertained

sentiments of a different kind. He concluded by observing,

that there were many public and private reasons for wishing
to see every branch of the royal family happy and easy in

their domestic circumstances.

The motion was opposed by Sir J. G. Griffin, Sir George How-
ard, and Mr. liigby, upon tlie ground of propriety, and the pre-

vious question immediately moved. The difficulty, as well as

impropriety, of discussing a question of so nice and delicate a
complexion, were principally insisted on. It would be breaking
in upon the domestic affairs of the royal family; and venturing to

inquire into matters of so tender a nature, as the conduct observed,

and the transactions that passed in private life, between the sove-

reign and his brothers. The previous question was then put, and
the House divided. The Noes went forth :

Tellers. Tellers.

v^.cISir J. Lowther \ .. ("Sir J. G. Griffin \
^^^nCapt. Johnstone I

45— ^OES
jg^^ ^. ^j^^^^^^ j

So it passed in the negative.

152.

Mr. Fox's Motion respecting Mr. Speaker Norton's
Speech to the King, on presenting the Bill for
THE BE'llER SUPPORT OF HIS MaJESTY's HOUSEHOLD.

Maif 9.

1 N the course of the preceding debate on the incomes of the

A royal brothers, Mr. Kigby turned with vehemence towards the

chair, and arraigned the conduct of the Speaker with great acri-

mony. He said, that although our burthens were heavy, and our

expences immense, our situatioQ had been grossly misrepresented

in a place, and in the presence of those, where nothing but truth

should be htard : that the sentiments declared at the bar of the

other House, to be those of this, were never so much as thought of

here ; that the Commons of tliis kingdom knew better ; that, for

one, he totally disclaimed them ; and he was certain that a very

great majority of that House did so too. He trusted, that before

the House rose, it would be proved whether the House thouglit

with the chair, or with him, whose sentiments, he said, were di-

rectly contrary to those delivered in the name of that House at

the bar of the House of Lords, on Wednesday last. As soon a^

the division was over, the Speaker rose in his place, and begged

leave to draw the attention and recollection of the House, to what

.
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had fallen from Mr. Rigby. Previous, however, to his taking any
Particular notice of the censure that right honourable gentleman
ad passed on his conduct as Speaker of that House, he begged

that his speech to his majesty at the bar of the House of Lords,
on Wednesday last, might be first read by the clerk ; and the same
being read accordingly*, he then appealed to the journals for the

vote of thanks, which followed on his return, to shew, that the

sentiments which he expressed to his majesty, when he presented
the bill for the better support of his majesty's household, were the

Sentiments of the House, and not his own particular sentiments,

^^ had been asserted by the last-mentioned right honourable gen-
tleman. While the Speaker was yet on his legs, up rose Mr.
Rigjjy, who adhering to what had fallen from him in the former
debate, spoke of the chair in terms very nearly bordering on dis-

respect. He insisted that he had a right to animadvert on the

Speaker's speech, or on his conduct, within or without that House,
if he thought it improper. He was certain the speech now read
did not convey his sentiments, whatever it might those of the 281
who voted for the augmentation of the King's civil list. He said

he had a right to appeal to the chair, and from the chair, and
would never be intimidated, or led by any inducement, to forfeit

the privileges of a British senator. The Speaker was no more than
another member, and he was as free to differ from the chair as

from any other individual in that House. He proceeded to great

heat, which seemed to make the Treasury-bench uneasy.

Mr. Fox replied to the right honourable gentleman, and
observed, that he had brought the matter to a direct decision;

tliat was, he had rendered it necessary for the Speaker to seek

* The following is a copy of the speech as published by the Speaker :—
" Most gracious Sovereign,

" The bill, which it is now my duty to present to your niJijesty, is

intituled, * An Act for the better support of his Majesty's Household, and
' of the honour and dignity of the crown of Great Britain :' to whicli your
Commons humbly beg your royal assent.

'* By this bill, Sir, and the respectful circumstances which preceded and
accompanied it, your Conuuons have given the fullest and clearest {)roof

of their zeal and affection for your majesty. For, in a time of public

distress, full of difficulty and danger, their constituents lal)ounng under

burthens almost too heavy to be borne, your faithful Conunons j;o.-.tponed

all other business ; and, with as much dispatch as the nature of their pro-

ceedings would admit, have not only granted to your majesty a largo

present supply, but also a very great additional revenue ;—^grcat, beyond
example; great, beyond your majesty's highest expen(^e.*

" But all tliis, Sir, they have done, in a well-grounded confidence, that

you will apply wisely, what they have granted liberally; and feeling, what
Ck'cry good subject nmst feel with the greatest satisfaction, that under the

direction of your majest3''s wisdom, the affluence and grandeur of the

sovereign will reflect dignity and honour upon his people."

* Several members who took notes of this speech, wrote wants, instead

of cxpence.

G 3
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the sense of the House, as the charge was open and direct.

Tlie Speaker had either misrepresented the sense of the

House, or he had not; as an individual, he had disclaimed

the sentiments of the Speaker, as far as the same respected

himself; and had plainly hinted that it was the opinion of a
majority present : it was coming to the point at once, and
bringing the matter to a fair issue. For his part, he sus-

pected the Spenker did not deliver the sentiments of the

majority, though it was plain he did the sense of the House ;

because he was immediately thanked on his retm'n, riem. con,

as appeared by the journals. The question, then, which
remained to be decided, was, whether the Speaker had done
his duty. The truth, he believed, was, that the court thought

he had exceeded it, by their so higlily disapproving of

the speech. He Mas resolved, however, to take the sense

of the House by motion, which, if negatived, in his opinion,

the Speaker could sit no longer in that chair with reputation

to himself, or be further serviceable in his station, after having
been publicly deserted, bullied, and disgraced. He then

made the following motion :
—" That the Speaker of this

House, in his speech to his majesty, at the bar of the House
of Peers, on Wednesday last, and which was desired nemine

contradicaitei by this House, to be printed, did express with

just and proper energy, the zeal of this House, for the sup-

port of the honour and dignity of the crown, in circumstances

of great public charge."

The Speaker assured the House, that he meant to deliver nothing

but their sentiments. He thought he was justified in what he said,

considering the time, the occasion, and tlie various current cir-

cumstances which combined to stamp what he offered with peculiar

propriety. Conceiving, therefore, that he had discharged his

duty, and that the same had been afterwards publicly approved
of, he could not think of remaining in a situation where he could

be no longer serviceable; which must be certainly the case, if the

present motion should be rejected. Mr. De Grey did not approve
of the word ivants, in the speech. He said, such an expression

was disrespectful to the sovereign ; and, in his opinion, the whole
speech conveyed a veryimproper idea to foreign powers in particular,

who, presuming on its contents, might be tempted to disturb the

public tranquillity. The Speaker replied, that he thought he did not

make use of the word tvants, as it could mean nothing. As to what
effect his speech might have in foreign courts, or any other. poli-

tical consequence which might arise from it, he never considered.

He wished to express the sense of the House ; he imagined he had
done so ; and he could never tliink of sitting longer in that chair,

than while he was in the exercise of his duty. Mr. Welbore Ellis

said, he presumed the Speaker delivered his OM^n sentiments with

grtjat candour and sincerity ; and in so doingi he acted a very
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commendable part. But as probably he spoke without notes, and
might have dropped a word or expression without any intention,

he wished that the motion might be withdrawn, and the affair be
thus terminated ; for though the Speaker might imagine he was
delivering the sentiments of the Plouse, from hurry and inad-

vertency, it was possible, he might not even have delivered his

own. The Speaker said, he understood that great pains had been
taken without doors to represent his speech as not conveying the
eense of the House. For his part, if he erred, he did not err in-

tentionally ; he meant to convey the opinion of the House, and
looked upon himself fully justified both in point of fact and pre-

cedent. If he misrepresented what he meant faithfully to convey,
he trusted the House would excuse him. He knew such addresses

to the throne had been frequent ; he was sure they were proper.

He said, he thought it incumbent on him to let his majesty know
what was the sense of the House ; and, in so doing, imagined he
was acting in the faithful discharge of the trust committed to him

:

if the House thought otherwise, he could not, nor would not,

remain in that chair. Mr. Dunning said, the dignity of the House
was gone, if the chair was permitted to be degraded. It was plain

the blow was ultimately aimed at the House through the chair

;

and that the present was an experiment, made purely with a view
to see to what a pitch of humiliation and disgrace the House would
bear to be humbled and let down. It was, in fact, an attempt of
a court faction, to render the representatives of the people despi-

cable, as well as detestable, in the eyes of their constituents.

Mr. Attorney General Thurlow entered into a kind of dissection

of the speech. He insisted, that it neither contained the senti-

ments of the House, nor was it strictly supported by fact ; for,

" the large present supply, &c. great beyond his majesty's highest

wants, &c." did not exceed 14,000/?. which was represented in

the speech to be " a very great additional revenue." The great
stress laid on the overplus might have been better spared, as it

would have been extremely mean, when they were voting the
augmentation, to withhold the difference between the expenditure
and the grant. He contended, that the Speaker spoke his own
sentiments, not those of the House. He recommended, that
the affair might go no farther, but that the motion might be with-
drawn.

Mr. Fox spoke in justification of his motion. He said,

the right hononraijle gentleman (Mr. Ellis) had given, what
he should call the watch-word ; which had been followed by
the attorney general. He observed, that those gentlemen had
founded their argument for withdrawing the motion chiefly

on the speech not being the sentiments of the House ; whereas
the contrary was the fact, and the journals gave evidence of
it. But, however, if those gentlemen and their friends thought
differently, as the framer of the motion, he was ready to come
to issue on that point with them, and doubted not but he
should prevail. He was satisfied that the House would never

G 4
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consent to tlieir own degradation and disgrace in the person

of their Speaker, nor would submit to contradict on a Friday,

what they had approved on the Wednesday immediately pre-

ceding. Among the many censures, and more numerous
insinuations, thrown out against the speech, it M'as said not

to be grammar. He should not enter into nice grammatical

distinctions, or trouble himself or the House about a choice

of words, or elegancies of expression ; but he was sure, if the

Speech was not grammar, it abounded in good sense, which

was of infinitely greater value, and conveyed the true, un-

biassed sense of the House, and of every man on either side,

till he was bought over to a sacrifice of his principles and con-

science.

INIr. Rigby still adhered to his former opinion, and justified

his conduct on his right to deliver his sentiments freely on every

subject arising in that House, or out of it, if it was a matter

properly cognizable there ; but he disclaimed the least intention

of making any personal reflection on the chair; and moved " that

the House do now adjourn." This motion was opposed by Go-
vernor Johnstone, Sir George Savile, Mr. Sawbridge, and Sir

George Tonge. Mr. Solicitor General Wedderburn wished the

affair might be suffered to pass off without taking the sense of the

House upon it. Upon which, Mr. Rigby said, if it was the sense

of the House, he was ready to consent that the motion of adjourn-

ment should be withdrawn. He had no intention of driving the

Speaker from the chair ; nor, if he were ever so desirous so to do,

was he of power or consequence enough to effect it. He main-

tained the right of private opinion, and freedom of speech ; he
meant no more from the beginning ; and, as a member of that

House, in so doing, he presumed, he had not exceeded his duty.

The motion of adjournment was then withdrawn, and the question

being put on Mr. Fox's motion, it was carried without a division,

almost unanimously. As soon as the motion was carried, Mr.
Serjeant Adair moved, '* that the thanks of this House be re-

turned to Mr. Speaker, for his said speech to his majesty," which
was likewise agreed to.

L

The Budget.

May 14.

ORD NORTH having opened the Budget,

Mr. Fox rose and observed, that the great object of the war
was a revenue to be draM n from America. Experience had now
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convinced all men of common sense, let the present campaign

be ever so prosperous in point of victory or negociation, that no
revenue now, nor hereafter, was to be drawn, or even so much
as expected, from America. The idea was scouted by his

lordship's warmest friends; yet the noble lord, to amuse the

country gentlemen, talked of relief from that quarter. Our
burthens were to be shifted on the shoulders of our American
brethren. He doubted much whether the noble lord had
ever any such serious expectation. He might have an imme-
diate interest in affecting to think so ; but whatever might be

his motives then, he was certain the noble lord would not

roundly assert, that he seriously expected America would
ever afford any other revenue to Great Britain but what might

be derived from her trade in amity, even in the event of a

successful war, or an amicable negociation. He appealed to

his lordship, if the tea-tax was not the cause of the present

war? Was it consistent with common sense, that America,

with a powerful fleet and army, would enter into a negocia-

tion to pay a tax which they had spent so much blood and
treasure to resist ? It was preposterous to hold out such ideas

to a society of grown persons. His lordship must surely by

this time have learned, that even that House began to be

tired ; the sensible men, the noble lord's own friends, are

grown sick of war, and the expence attending it. Con-
tractors and placemen, and their dependents, only wished

for its continuance. If they are ashamed to take the task

upon themselves, the Lords may do it for them. 1 hey will

liave been the means of repealing the plate-tax, why not dis-

pose of that on tea in the same manner ? He endeavoured

to prove, that the nation would bo a loser of above ten per

cent, upon the loan, which was ftill half a million : and that,

considering all circumstances, it was the most scandalous bar-

gain that ever was made for the public. He was certain, he

said, that a shilling would never be got from America ; for,

after the repeated successes which he had often heard dwelt

upon in that House, our troops had gained in America, and
the cry in consequence of those successes, that America was

conquered, and all was over; what was the case? On the very

first action in which America had the advantage, and de-

feated the Hessians in their post at Trenton, the American
army increased immediately ; our army was obliged to give

way ; nor had we force to protect or avail ourselves of^ the

advantages we had gained, so as to be able to keep our ground.

From this single circumstance, he had a right to infer two

things ; that our force was not equal to conquest, and that it

was impossible we could expect to bring America over by

fair means, while wc continued to insist on taxing her. He
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was very severe on the inhuman conduct of the Hessians, iri

pkuiilering the innocent natives, and abusing the aged and
helpless. Our own troops were almost as culpable, with this

difference, that the English spent the spoil, and the foreign

bai'barians hoarded it. He could venture to inform the

House, that America had raisetl a very formidable force

against the next campaign, with little or no difficulty, while

our army would be considerably weaker than it was at the

opening of the last. He had fi-equently heard the paper

money of the colonies depreciated by the noble lord ; but he

doubted, notv.'ithstanding the painted outside held forth this

day, whether it would not be found security equally substan-

tial with any one fund the noble lord could devise.

East India Company's Affairs.—Deposition and Im-
prisonment OF Lord Pigot.

May 21.

THE House being in a committee of the whole House, on the

affairs of the East India Company, Governor Johnstone
moved several resohitions, upon which, if carried, he intendeu to

found a bill for the better securing our settlements in the East
Indies. The resolutions went to a strong approbation of Lord
Pigot's conduct, as governor of Madras; to a confirmation of those

late acts of the Company, vv^Jiich had been either passed in his

favour, or in condemnation of the conduct of the faction at Madras;
and to a,nnul the resolution for his recall. The motion was strongly

opposed by the friends of administration, though most of the prin-

cipals were upon this occasion absent. On tiie other side, Mr.
Rous, Mr. T. Townshend, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, were on this

day particularly distinguished.

Mr. Fox opened with a remark as to the objection of bring-

ing on the business at that time of the year ; he desired gen-

tlemen to remember that it was in the month of May they

voted away the liberties of America, that it was in the month
of May they voted the Quebec establishment so contrary to

our constitution ; and he thought no time so proper as the

present for the business before them. When a noble lord

(Pigot) had suffered a violence unknown under any legal go-

vernment in the world; had been thrown from his seat of

office, arrested, imprisoned, and his life threatened by the mi-

litary power, trampling upon the civil, it was necessary to
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make an enquiry how this dark transaction had been con-

trived, and by whose influence, those who were the principal

actors and agents in it, were encouraged both at home and in

India. He said it was evident the nabob of Arcot wanted to

be master of the East India Company's affairs; and this he

could not effect, without removing a governor sent out ex-

pressly to controul his power. Lord Pigot was the only go-

vernor in any part of his majesty's dominions who had gone

out without the approbation of the minister, therefore he must

be removed, therefore the agent of the nabob must be counte-

nanced here, and a resolution to recall him be contrived for

the purpose. For his part, he saw it was impossible for the

muscles of the human face to be kept composed, while such

an absurd resolution was read: he never had met with any

one man, of any party whatever, who approved it. He had
heard, ever since he knew any thing of public affairs, that

Tanjore was a I'ich country, that all the other parts of India

had been plucked till they could bear no more, but Tanjore

still remained to be fleeced, and would afford fine pickings for

the nabob of the Carnatic and his party in England and in

Asia. He saw a chain of connection established long since

between the nabob and administration, which was now made
public by the arrival of the nabob's ambassador, who had not

yet declared himself in form, but had been perfectly well re-

ceived. He justified Lord Pigot principally upon the justifi-

cation and representation of his enemies and persecutors ; upon
the accounts transmitted home by Mr. Stratton, and the other

counsellors, who stood in the same predicament. He con-

tended, that this was evidence not to be controverted, or ex-

plained away. It was a record against the parties, the truth

and authenticity of which they could not now dare to appeal

from. He said, the effect of this evidence throughout, led to

the most certain self-conviction. He passed the highest enco-

miums on the virtues and military talents of Lord Pigot; and

was so very able, pointed, convincing, and severe, that several

of the members, in a transport of approbation, forgot them-

selves so far, as to testify it in accents of Bravo ! Llear him !

—

which they accompanied with a clapping of hands [a conduct

unprecedented.] He observed, that there was a remarkable

deficiency of members in the House, which shewed the opinion

that men in office had of the business. One learned gentle-

man, the attorney general, was ill ; the next in the law did

not choose to be present, to risk the defence of such a pro-

ceeding as that now condemned ; he supposed he too was ill.

A noble lord (George Germain), who was upon every occa-

sion so anxious to discountenance rebellion in the west, might

have been supposed an equal enemy to it in the east,—but he
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also was absent. Many, however, as were absent from this

dirty business, there Mere enough, he feared, present, to msure

its success.

The question being put at one o'clock in the morning, tlie con)-

mittee divided: Was 67: Noes 90. A motion \vii.s then made, that

the chairman do now leave the chair, which was agreed to witlunit

a division. So that the resolutions were lost.

Address on the King's Speech at the Opening or the
Session.

Xovrmber 1 8.

I^HE session opened on the i8th of November. The speech

from the throne expressed great satisfaction, in having re-

course to the wisdom and support of parliament in this conjunc-

ture, when the continuance of the rebellion in America demanded
their most serious attention. The powers with which parliament

had entrusted the crown for the suppression of the revolt, were
declared to have been faithfully exerted ; and a just contidence

was expressed, that the courage and conduct of the officers, Avith

the spirit and intrepidity of the forces, would be attended with im-

portant success : but under a persuasion that both Houses would

see the necessity of preparing for such further operations, as the

contingencies of the war, and the obstinacy of the rebels, might

render expedient, his majesty was, for that purpose, pursuing the

proper measures for keeping the larfd forces complete to their pre-

sent establishment ; and if he should have occasion to increase

them, by contracting any new engagements, a reliance was placed

on their zeal and public spirit to enable hhn to make them good.

Although repeated assurances were received of the pacific dispo-

sition of foreign powers, yet as the armaments in the ports of

France and Spain were continued, it was thought advisable to

make a considerable augmentation to our naval force ; it being

equally determined not to disturb the peace of I'Au-ope on the one

hand, and to be a faithful guardian of the honour of the crown on

the other. The Commons were informed, that the various services

which had been mentioned, would unavoidably require large sup-

plies ; and a profession was made, that nothing could relieve the

roval mind from the concern which it felt for the heavy charge

they must bring on the people, but a conviction of their being ne-

cessary for the welfare and essential interests of these kingdoms.

The speech concluded with a resolution of steadily pursuing the

measures in which they were engaged, for the re-establishment of

that constitutional subordination which his majesty was deter-

mined to maintain through the several parts of liis dominions ; ac-
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companied with a profession of being watchful for an opportunity
of putting a stop to the effusion of the blood of his subjects ; a re-

newal or continuance of the former hope, that the deluded and
unhappy multitude would return to their allegiance, upon a recol-

lection of the blessings of their former government, and a compa-
rison with the miseries of their present situation; and a declaration,

that the restoration of peace, order, and confidence to his Ameri-
can colonies, would be considered by his majesty as the greatest

happiness of his life, and the greatest glory of his reign. An ad-
dress in perfect unison with the speech having been moved by
Lord Hyde, and seconded by Sir Gilbert Elliot, the Marquis of
Granby moved the following amendment :

" To assure his ma-
jesty, that this House does most humbly advise and supplicate his

majesty to be pleased to cause the most speedy and effectual mea-
sures to be taken for restoring peace in America; and that no time
may be lost, in proposing an immediate cessation of hostilities

there, in order to the opening of a treaty for the final settlement of
the tranquillity of those invaluable provinces, by a removal of the
unhappy causes of this ruinous civil war, and by a just and ade-
quate security against the return of the like calamities in times to

come : and this House desires to offer the most dutiful assurances
to his majesty, that they will, in due tinje, cheerfully co-operate
with the magnanimity and tender goodness of his majesty, for the
preservation of his people, by such explicit and most solemn de-

clarations and provisions of fundamental and irrevocable laws, as

may be judged necessary for ascertaining and fixing for ever, the
respective rights of Great Britain and her colonies." The amend-
ment was seconded by Lord John Cavendish, and was warmly
supported in general by the Opposition.

Mr. Fox asserted, tliat the idea of conquering America was
absurd ; and that such an event was, in the nature of things,

absolutely impossible. He proved his assertion from the

situation of the country, the disposition of tlie people, and the

distance from Great Britain. He said, that though the re-

sources of tills empire might be such as to enable us to carry

on the war for several campaigns more, there was a funda-

mental error in the proceedings, which would for ever prevent

our orenerals from actinij with success : that no man of com-
mon sense would have placed the two armies ni such a position

as fi'om their distance made it utterly impossible that one
should receive any assistance from the other. That the war
earned on by General Burgoyne, was a war of posts : that the

taking of one did not subdue the country, but that it would be
necessary to conquer it inch by inch : that his army was not

equal to the task, for the numerous skirmishes with the enemy,
and the natural difficulties of the country, would so retard his

motions, that the campaign must be ended before the object

of it was fulfilled ; and that if he was happy enough to join

Sir William Howe, it must be with nothing more than the shat-



p4 ADDRESS ON THE KING's SPEECH. [NoV. 1 8.

tered remains of an army mouldered away, which might have

been of some sei'vice to the cause, if by the bhmders of the

ministry tliey had not been sent where it was impossible they

could act, unless under the greatest disadvantages ; such as

must be obvious to a man of the meanest abilities, and which

could escape no one but the inauspicious minister for Ameri-

can affairs.—He was severe on Lord George Germain : he

declared that ever since the day that nobleman forced himself

into administration, our affairs began rapidly to decline. That
it was the measures which he dictated to the ministry, that

drove the Americans to a declaration of independence ; and

that as he was the cause of the continuance of the war, so he

ouglil not only to be removed from the management of our

officers, but be made to knoAV, that a minister was accountable

to the nation for the orders he gave, and the measures he ad-

vised. He expressed the greatest horror at arming the Indians,

and letting them loose, not only against the troops of America,

but also against the defenceless women and children, whose

bodies even death could not rescue from the insults and bar-

barity of the savages. He said, he wondered how a prince so

famed for his humanity, benevolence, and sanctity of manners,

as his present majesty was, could abet or suffer such mis-

creants to remain in his camp, when it was well known that

brutalityj murder, and destruction, were ever inseparable from

Indian warriors. He took a cursory viewof the operations of the

several campaigns : shewed how little we had gained, and of

course hov/ little we might expect to gain ; and expressed his

hearty Avishes that v/e were now in as good a state, as when the

noble lord found us, in 1775. He asserted that France was

the directress of our motions ; that we went no farther than

she thought proper to permit us; and that the fate of the

American contest depended on her councils ; that if she de-

clared war, the immediate consequence must be an evacuation

of America; our troops and ships must be called home to de-

fend ourselves, and America of course become free. He re-

probated all the proceedings: and asked for what purpose

hostiUties were commenced ? If it was to maintain the naviga-

tion act, why were so many French bottoms employed in the

river? If it was to raise a revenue, he observed, that the mi-

nistry took a very curious step to effect their purpose, by

plunging the nation into a new debt of fifteen millions. If

they intended to secure the commerce of America by arms,

they had most happily hit upon a plan, that not only deprived

us of the benefit of it, but had thrown it all into the hands of

our enemies. He said, if terms were offered to the Americans

before it v/as too late, they might perhaps accept them : that

at least it would be doing nq mQiQ thajo justice required at
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our hands ; that it would detach many of them from the Con-
gress, and by dividmg them, facilitate a conquest; that he
could not wish to see them reduced to unconditional sub-

mission ; which it was not more unjust to require, than im-
possible to foi'ce them to. He concluded by giving his hearty

consent to the amendment.

The House divided on the amendment

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V. * o
yMr. Fox \ Q , .. ^^ f Mr. C. TownshendlY^^^ JMr.Byngj 86— Noes

JMr.Robinson \ ^3-

So it passed in the negative. After which the original address
was agreed to.

Mr. Fox's Motion for an Enquiry into the State of
THE Nation.

I

December 2,

N pursuance of the notice he had given,

Mr. Fox rose to move the House, that on a future day they
should form themselves into a committee of the whole House,
to consider of the state of the nation. He thought it ne-

cessary, he said, to explain the meaning and extent of the

several motions he meant to propose, which he would do in

a very few words. He meant, then, that the committee should
consider the expences that the nation had incurred in con-
sequence of the American war, and the resources that we
possess to raise the supplies necessary for its continuance.

In the second place, the loss of men from that war. Thh'dly,

the situation of trade, both with regard to America and the
foreign markets. Fourthly, the present situation of the war,

and the hopes that we might rightly entertain from its con-
tinuance, and the conduct and measures of the present ad-
ministration, of a lasting peace, and also our present situation

in regard to foreign powers. And fifthly, to consider what
progress Sir William and Lord Howe had made in con-
sequence of the powers intrusted to them as commissioners,

by an act of the i6th of his present majesty's reign, for

granting pardons, &c. for the purpose of bringing about a

;peace between Uxeat Britain and the colonies. "Under these
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general heads, many other enquiries would arise, and it would

be the business of tlie committee to follow every path that

promised to lead to a thorough investigation and discovery

of the real state of the nation. If, continued he, it appears

that the nation is in a bad state, and that the late and present

measures of administration have reduced us to an extremity,

which he was afi'aid they certainly had, a new system must

be introduced, and a new set of ministers appointed ; but if,

on the contrary, the nation should be found in a flourishing

state, and the present measures likely to prove successful, the

present system should be, by all means, continued, and the

present ministers remain in power ; for none, he was assured,

but the present ministers, could prosecute the present system.

He concluded with moving, " That this House will, upon

Monday, the ad of February next, resolve itself into a com-

mittee of the whole House, to consider of the state of the

nation."

Lord North said he cheerfully agreed to the motion, and would

do all in his power to"'promote the great end he had in view.

Nothing would give him more true delight, than to convince the

House that the state of the nation was much more flourishing tlian

many of the opposite side actually did, or affected to believe. At
the same time he wished to be understood, that his ready com-

pliance with the motion should not preclude him from objecting

to papers being laid before the House that might prove incon-

venient, or hurtful to the country. The motion was agreed to

:

aiid the House was ordered to be called over on the 2d ot

February.

Mr. Fox rose again, and moved, " Tliat there be laid

before this House : i . An Account of all the men lost and

disabled in his majesty's land service (including marines

serving on shore, and all foreign troops in British pay) by

death, desertion, captivity, wounds, or sickness, in any pro-

vince of North America, since the ist of November, 1774 J

distinguishing each year, corps, and service. 2. A List ot the

diiferent ships and vessels of war, and hired armed vessels,

which have been employed in his majesty's service in North

America, since the i st of November 1774; together with the

immber of men lost or rendered unserviceable in each ship

or vessel respectively, by death, desertion, captivity, wounds,

or sickness; distinguishing each head. 3. General Returns ot

the hospitals in North America, made up from the ist of

November 1774, to the ist of October 1777; together with

the state of them, according to the last returns ; distinguish-

ing the numbers of men of all denominations which have died

or recovered during the ©bove-mentioned period. 4. An Ac-



1777'!I ENQUIRY INTO THE STATE OF THE NATION. 97

count of the ships of war and armed vessels, appointed as
convoys to the trade of this kingdom and Ireland, since the
passing in the i6th of his present majesty, the American
Prohibition Act; distinguishing the names and force of the
ships ap}::ointed, and the particular dates and services upon
which they were so appointed as convoys; together with the
notices given to the traders of the time prefixed for their sail-

ing, and the actual times at which they sailed respectively.

5. An Account of his majesty's shij)s of war which have
been employed, since the passing of the said Act, as cruizers
for the protection of the trade of this kingdom and of Ireland,
the stations of such ships, and how long ordered to continue
thereon, with the times of their going to sea, and returning
into port. 6. Copies of the last general monthly return of
the forces in Great Britain. 7. Copies of the last general
monthly return of the forces in Ireland. 8. Copies of the
last general monthly returns of his majesty's forces, as well

foreign as British, in North America and the West Indies."—
All these motions were agreed to. He next moved for " Copies
of all such papers as relate to any steps taken for the fulfilling

of that clause of an Act, passed in the i6th year of his pre-

sent majesty, intituled, ' An Act to prohibit all trade and
' intercourse with the colonies of New Hampshire, Massa-
' chuset's Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New
' Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware,
' Maryland, Virginia, Noi'th Carolina, South Carolina, and
* Georgia, during the continuance of the present rebellion
' within the said colonics respectively; for repealing an Act,
' made in the 14th year of the reign of his present majesty,
' to discontinue the landing and discharging, lading or ship-
' piug of goods, wares, and merchandize, at the town and
' within the harbour of Boston, in the province of Massa-
' chuset's Bay ; and also two Acts, made in the last session

' of parliament, for restraining the trade and commerce of
' the colonies in the said Acts respectively mentioned; and
' to enable any person or persons, appointed and authorized
* by his majesty to grant pardons, to issue proclamations
' in the cases, and for the })urposes, therein mentioned ;' by
which, persons, appointed and authorized by his majesty,

are empowered, under certain conditions, ' to declare any
' colony or province, colonies or provinces, or any county,
* town, port, district, or place, in any colony or province,
* to be at the peace of his majesty;' and also that his

majesty would be pleaded to direct, that a return of such
colon3' or province, colonies or provinces, county, town, port,

district, or place, in any colony or province, as has or have
VOL. I. H
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been declared to be at the King's peace, pursuant to the

powers of the said Act, be laid before this House."

This last motion was opposed strongly by Lord North, upon the

ground, that the producing and exposing of any papers relating to

a ncgociation during its existence, would be a proceeding not only
contrary to all established forms and practice, but totally subver-

sive of the business in hand, and probably attended with the

greatest prejudice to the cause in general. He declared him-
self ready and willing to grant every reasonable information in

his power ; but he also declared, that he neither could nor would
consent to make discoveries, which would not be less inconsistent

with all sound wisdom and true policy, than prejudicial to govern-
ment, and conti'ary to the real interests of this country. Mr.
Burke complimented the minister's candour and generosity in

agreeing to the first motion ; but compared his subsequent con-

duct to that of a man who executes a bond, but inserts a defea-

zance with a power of revocation, retracting every grant he had
made. This conduct reminded him of the situation of Sancho
Panza in the government of Barataria ; a table plentifully pro-

vided, was placed before him, but on various pretences every dish

was removed, and the unfortunate governor obliged to dispense

with his dinner. Mr. Dunning contended in favour of the demand

;

and Mr. Attorney General Thurlow was answering his arguments,
when intelligence was circulated in a whisper, that the very papers
in question had been just granted in the other House, on the

motion of the Duke of Richmond. The Attorne}^ General was
for a moment disconcerted, but declared, whatever might be the

conduct of ministers, he, as a member of parliament, never would
give his vote for making public the circumstances of a ncgocia-
tion during its progress. Lord North, somewhat irritated at a

triumphant laugh which prevailed among the members of opposi-

tion, said, that whatever effect the anecdote might have on the

House, he should adhere to his former opinion. It was disorderly

to mention the decisions of the Lords in order to influence the

determination of the Commons ; who, as an independent body,
should not change their sentiments on a mere unauthenticated
report. Colonel Barre bantered the minister on the unusual cir-

cumstance of losing his temper.

Mr. P'ox observed, that tlie only argument which had been
ofTered against liis motion, was now overturned by the vote

of the Lords, namely, the danger of betraying secrets. Tliese

secrets were to be laid open by the resolution of the L^pper

House : it was, therefore, no longer an argument to be re-

futed. He would not recede from the liberal extent of the

motion. The instructions to our commissioners, which the

noble lord wanted to conceal, were a principal object to him.

He was told of a pending negotiation ; it had already been

pending for two years, and if it were to continue for twenty
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more, the same reason would hold good till then, against an
enquiry into the reasons why it had not succeeded. As yet,

no visibly good effect had been experienced from granting the

instructions, except the income of 100/. a-weok to each of
the com.missioners. The noble lord said, he had mentioned
that those instructions had been moved for before, and re-

fused for the reason now advanced : it was not right to dis-

close them at that time. Is that, then, never to be granted,

which has been once refused ? Is the glorious right of being
ignorant of public affairs never to be given up? Are we to

tell our constituents, we are not fit to be trusted with the

knowledge of public transactions, — that they are only to be
communicated to the House of Lords ? I may be told, said

he, we are contending for a very trifling matter, and that

when all the steps taken towards a pacification are laid before

us, they will amount to nothing : their effect will, of course,

be nothing. Yet, I contend, that those two nothings will

amount to something. You know, Mr. Speaker, that in your
profession there is a form of returning a writ nihil ; yet. Sir,

you well know, that a return of two nihils amounts to a scire

facias, which is a powerful something. Now, the something
that would be produced by the two nihils which may be re-

turned to us upon the present enquiry, will be a conviction

to the nation, as well as to this House, of the incapacity or
absolute disinclination in administration to put an end to the
distractions with which this empire is torn ; and enable us to

apply an effectual remedy to those disorders, before the folly,

madness, or wickedness of ministers shall have brought us to

a state of irretrievable ruin. By shewing us the causes why
past negotiations have failed, it will point out a mode of pro-
ceeding, which may be free from those difficulties that have
caused our past miscarriages. Convinced, perhaps, of the

inefticacy of violent remedies, we may learn, though late, to

prescribe lenitives. For the two years that a certain noble
lord (George Germain) has presided over American affairs,

the most violent, scalping, tomahawk measures have been
pursued : — bleeding has been his only prescription. If a
people deprived of their ancient rights are grown tumultuous,

—

bleed them ! If they are attacked with a spirit of insurrec-

tion,— bleed them ! If their fever should rise into rebellion,—
bleed them, cries this state physician ! more blood ! more blood

!

still more blood ! When Dr. Sangrado had persevered in a
similar practice of bleeding his patients,— killing by the very
means which he adopted as a cure,— his man took the liberty

to remonstrate upon the necessity of relaxing in a practice to

which thousands of their patients had fallen sacrifices, and
which was beginning to bring their names into disrepute.

H 2
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The Doctor answered, " I believe we liave, indeed, carried

the matter a little too far, but you must know I have written

a book upon the efficacy of this practice; therefore, though

every patient we have should die by it, we must continue the

bleeding for the credit of my book."— He asked the noble

lord, who had often held Mr. Washington and his anny very

cheap, what idea he entertained of their courage and abilities

since he read the accounts arrived that very day?— He said,

a few days ago he dropped a suspicion of some division in

administration, conceived from the circumstance of reading

the King's Speech at the house of a certain noble lord on
the day before it was delivered in parliament. The premier

then contradicted him, and talked largely of their unanimity

j

but, now, his words were verified, from the different sen-

timents of ministers in the Upper and Lower House : and
hence he was warranted, he thought, in drawing this con-

clusion,— that he, whose sentiments seemed most reasonable,

was the most inconsistent in his conduct. The noble lord

at the head of the treasury always professed a disposition for

peace ;
yet would not give any proofs that he had taken a

single step tow^ards obtaining it : but the minister in another

House had ever declared, that it was his opinion nothing

ought to be done by us towards a pacification; he, there-

fore, shewed no objection to produce papers, which, in tes-

timony of his consistency, would shew that nothing had been

done. — The honourable gentleman concluded with a sug-

gestion to those members who talked sometimes of being

independent in their principles, though they constantly sup-

ported administration ; — telling them, if they did not on

this occasion stand up for the dignity of the House, they

could never after wipe away the imputation of being mere
puppets of the minister, without one principle of reason,

pride, or honour.

The House divided on Mr. Fox's motion

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V ( Mr. Fox 7 o XT S Mr. Rice 7 .,

Y^^« JLord J. Cavendish! 89—Noes
j^j^ ^ ^^^p^^j

17S.

So it passed in t^e negative.
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January 29. 1778.

COLONEL John Luttrell complained, that in a certain morning
paper, which he held in his hand, but which he did not name,

he had been grossly misrepresented, and charged with having, on
a late occasion, behaved unparliamentarily, and that for so doing-

he had received the censure of the House. He insisted a good
deal on the calumny of such a charge, made many severe stric-

tures on the conduct of the editor of the paper in thus aggravating

and mis-stating facts, and thereby rendering him infamous in the

eyes of the public. He considered such conduct as too heinous to

be forgiven, and therefore he informed the House, that, for his

future safety and protection, he was determined to move, that

the Standing Order of the House for excluding Strangers from
the Gallery, should be strictly enforced. Upon this,

Mr. Fox took occasion to observe, that he was convinced

the true and only method of preventing misrepresentation

was by throwing open the gallery, and making the debates

and decisions of the House as public as possible. There was
less danger of misrepresentation in a full company than in a
thin one, as there would be a greater number of persons to

give evidence against the misrepresentation. The shutting

of the gallery could not prevent the proceedings of the House
from finding their way to public view ; for during a certain

period, when the gallery was kept empty, the debates were
printed, let the manner of obtaining them be what it might;
and in tact, the public had a right to know w^hat passed in

parliament.

Mr. Burke was of Mr. Fox's opinion. He said he had not a

doubt about the propriety of opening the doors to strangers

;

considering it either as the channel of information to the con-

stituents of the members, or as a school for the instruction of

youth. Nay, as the source of information and amusement to the

ladies, it wgS a matter of very serious concern, and ought not to

be done away and sported with at pleasure. Colonel Luttrell

owned, that the arguments of Mr. Burke had staggered his

former judgment, and he was now convinced, it would be odious

to carry the order to its rigour. He therefore should not press

his motion.

« 3

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
;^ANTA BAEIiAKA CGI F.EGL LI f-PART



101 COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE NATION. [Feb. 2.

Mr. Fox's MotioV, wi Cj&mmittee on the State of the
Nation? " Tha-t; no, more of the Old Corps be sent

ouT.Gj- ijii;. KjNCji.ojyi."' . •

Fehnary i.

THE order of the day being read, for the House to resolve

itself into a Committee of the whole House, to consider of

the State of the Nation ; the several estimates, papers, and accounts

which had been moved for, were referred to the said Committee^

The House then went into the Committee, Mr. Pulteney in the

chair. Upon which,

Mr. Fox rose, and after an apology for the trouble he was

Soing to give the Committee, and noticing his own personal

good fortune in having his audience reduced *, being per-

* " This day, a vast multitude assembled in the lobby and environs of

the House of Commons, but not being able to gain admission either by

intreaty or interest, they forced their way into the gallery in spite of the

door-keepers. The House considered the intrusion in a heinous light,

and a motion was directly made for clearing the gallery. A partial clear-

ing only took place; the gentlemen were obliged to withdraw; the ladies,

through complaisance, were suffered to remain : but Governor Johnstone

obsei-ving, that if the motive for clearing the House was a supposed pro-

priety, to keep the state of the nation concealed from our enemies, he

saw no reason to indulge the ladies so far as to make them acquainted

with the arcana of the state, as he did not think them more capable of

keeping secrets than the men ; upon which, they were likewise ordered

to leave the House. The Duchess of Devonshire, Lady Norton, and

nearly sixty other ladies were obliged to obey the mandate." London
Chronicle.

" When a member in his place takes notice to the Speaker of strangers

beint' in the House or gallery, it is the Speaker's duty immediately to order

the Serjeant to execute the orders of the House, and to clear the House

of all but members ; and this, without permitting any debate or question

to be moved upon the execution of the order. It very seldom happens

that this can be done without a violent struggle from some quarter of the

House, that strangers may remain. Members often move for the order

to be read, endeavour to explain it, and debate upon it, and the House as

often runs into great heats upon this subject; but in a short time the con-

fusion subsides, and the dispute ends by clearing the House ; for if any one

member insists upon it, the Speaker must enforce the order, and the House

must be cleared.
" The most remarkable instance of this, that has occurred in ray me-

mory, was at a time, when the whole gallery and the seats under the front

gallery, were filled with ladies ; Captain Johnstone of the navy (commonly

called Governor Johnstone) being angry, that the House was cleared of

all the " men strangers," amongst whom were some friends he had intro-

duced, insisted, that *' all strangers" should withdraw. This produced a

violent ferment for a long time; the ladies shewing great reluctance to

comply with the order of the House ; so that, by their perseverance, bu-

siness w,as interrupted for nearly two hoiu"s. But, at length, they to©
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suaded he should not have answered the great expectations

which had brought them down to the House, stated the

motion he was about to make, and the grounds of it, in the

following, but much more correct, elegant, and energetic,

manner.
Sir; it is my intention to enter this day only into the minor

part of the business, which I hope will undergo the considera-

tion of this committee;— a committee, Sir, appointed for the

important purpose of considering the present alarming State

of the Nation. I must, however, beg not to be considered

as the mover in this momentous concern; it is the nation

that calls for this enquiry, and I am onh' one instrument in

the bringing it about. What I have to beg of the House,
is not to mix this day's business with any thing that has passed

before, but to go plainly and directly to the business, to con-

sider what is the actual state of the country, and how Great
Britain can be saved from the critical situation in which she

now stands. And in considering the subject, I would wish

gentlemen would agree with me at least so far, as to divest

themselves of all former opinions, of all favourite ideas, and
of all prejudices which may have been contracted in the

course of past debates, and take them up anew as they are

the result of the present enquiry, and the fair deductions

from the information now conveyed to the House. I would
wish gentlemen to forget their animosities, and consider them-

selves neither as friends nor enemies to America, nor that

country either with love or hatred, but regard it with a calm
and dispassionate mind, as a part, and a very considerable

part, of the British empire.

Sir; the method I have chalked out to mj-self, as the most

likely way to bring men to a right understanding of the

present state of the nation, and to point out what conduct

it is our interest in future to pursue, is to state facts as they

appear from the papers on the table; first, with respect to

the Army, that in the years 1774, 1775? ^Tl^, and 1777,
there was such an army, consisting of so many thousand

men, and that such and such operations were performed;

were compelled to submit. Since that time, ladies, many of the highest

rank, have made several powerfiil efforts to be again admitted. But Mr.
Cornwall and Mr. Addington, have as constanth' declined to permit theni

to come in. Indeed, was this privilege allowed to any one individual,

however high her rank, or respectable her character and manners, the
galleries must be soon opened to all women, who, from curiosity, amuse-
ment, or any other motive, wish to hear the debates. And this to the

exclusion of many young men, and of merchants and others, whose com-
mercial interests render their attendance necessary- to them, and of real

use and importance to the public." Hatsell's Precedents, vol. 2. p. 173.

H 4



104 COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE NATION. [Feb. 2.

I shiill, secondly, state the impossibility of increasing tliat

army; and, thirdly, the enormous expence that has already

been incurred. The resources in men and money thus fail-

ing us, the conclusion naturally is, that there must be some
sort of negotiation, and in this part of the business 1 cannot

too much lament, that my motion for papers relating to what
has already passed on this subject was rejected. This Avould

have enabled the House to judge of the impediments th.at

have hitherto prevented such negotiations from taking place,

and to ]:)rovide some adequate remedy.

After having stated these facts, and drawn this conclusion,

which, I think, may faii'ly be deduced from them, 1 shall go
retrospectively, and shew that the war has been mismanaged,
even on the principles of those who undertook it. It will be,

then, a proper time to look back, and see to what our want
of success has been ov, ing, as I believe I may lay it down as

an incontrovertible axiom, that, when a country falls, within

the short space of a few years, from the highest pinnacle of

glory to which any country, either in ancient or modern
tunes, ever arrived, there must have been some radical error

in the government of it : though at the same time I will allow,

that if it should turn out that there is a radical error, it is not

of itself a proof of the criminality of ministers. I am inclined

to think, that there has been a radical error in carrying on
the war at all, and likewise that there have been errors equally

great in the conduct of it.

Sir ; I shall not now enter into any more of the proceedings

relative to America, than are necessar}' to shew the imme-
diate steps which have brought us into our present situation.

Without discussing the various questions which have been for

many years agitated in parliament, I shall take up the mea-
sures relative to America in the year 1774, when the riots at

Boston first called for the attention of this House: papers

were, indeed, called for and granted, but there were some
things that tended that year to shut the e^^es of ministers to

the true state of that country, and the true interest of this,

—

which was to prevent, rather than stimulate and increase the

general discontents in the colonies ; every body must allov.-,

that the agreement with the East India Company was a most
unfortunate one, and the immediate source of all the troubles

that have since followed ; every body knows what happened.

Here began a capital mistake of the ministry ; they mistook a
single province for a whole continent ; tliey mistook the single

province of Massachuset's Bay for the American empire.

Virginia, a colony no less jealous of its rights, nor less warm
in its assertion of them, was entirely forgotten : it was not

thought possible that any other colony should unite with the
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Massachuset's ; now, whoever fights against ten men, and
thinks he is contending only with one, will meet with more
difficulties than if he was aware of the force brought against

him ; for I beliSve I ma}^ lay it down as an undoubted maxim
in politics, that every attempt to crush an insurrection with
means inadequate to the end, foments instead of 'suppressin.o-

it. The case here was, you took a great object for a small
one, you took thirteen provinces for one ; and not only that,

you imagined the other twelve were v>'ith you, when the veiy
act you were then doing, made those twelve equally hostile

;

for another misfortune at this time was the taking a violent

step against the town of Boston. If America was not before
sufficiently united in a determined resistance to the claims of
this country, this measure made all America combined ; they
were all from that moment united with the town of Boston,
which might have been before the object of the jealousy of
the rest. Another mistake was the altering the government of
the province of Massachuset's Bay, whereas the acts of all

the other colonies, as well as this, plainly shewed it was not
the form of government in that piovince which occasioned
the commotions there, because other provinces, which de-
pended more on the crown, and which have the appellation
of royal governments, were not less early or less vigorous in

their opposition and resistance. Now, Sir, if the form of
this government was not itself the cause ot the ti'oubles in

that country, then the alarm given by the alteration of that
government was certainly a most capital mistake; because it

gave the whole continent reason to think, and to fear, that
they had no security in the permanency of their government,
but that it was liable to be altered or subverted at our plea-
sure, on any cause of complaint, whether real or supposed;
their natural jealousies were awakened ; by the same reason-
ing, the governments of the other colonies, though much more
dependent on the crown, might be rendered entirely despotic,

and they were ail from thence taught to consider the town of
Boston as suffering in the connjjon cause, and that they
themselves might very soon stand in need of that assistance

which they were now lending to that uatbrtunate town.
But, Sir, there was another circumstance which tended to

mislead the House, and for which the ministers and not the
House were entirely to blame, and that was the partial man-
ner in which they laid papers before the House ; they laid the
accounts of facts, but no opinions of people upon the spot as
to the extent of the resistance, the temper of the people, or
any other circumstance concerning it. Now, Sir, if men are
endued with passions, if they are not mere madiines, the
knowledge of facts is nothing, unless it is accompanied with a
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knowledge of the springs and motives from wlience such
actions proceeded. Suppose, for instance, a person in a
distant country had no other way of judging of the temper of
this House, and of the motives of their conduct, but from
our printed votes ; could such a man form any judgment of
the reasons why such a line of conduct was approved, and why
such a one was rejected ? Sir, it would be ridiculous in the

extreme to supjjose it. Now, Sir, I will venture to affirm,

that this House was not in the year 1 774 informed of the spirit

of opposition there v/as in America, and of their prejudices

against taxation. If they had, I should hope they would have
thought it v/ise, if not just, to have applied such remedies as

might have healed rather than irritated the distemper. But,

instead of any thing of this sort, other bills were immediately

passed, shewing that all was of a hostile nature, and that

nothing was to be expected from this country but coercion

and punishment, particularly the Act, as it is called, for the

more impartial Administration of Justice; I mean the Act
for sending over persons to be tried here in England. This

gave the idea of a great and effective army, as a provision

for the consequences of much bloodshed and slaughter. And,
after all, what sort of an army was sent ? As that Act ex-

cited their terror as well as indignation at our injustice, so

the army that was sent excited their derision, without at all

lessening their resentment. It taught them to contemn the

power of this country, as much as they abhorred its injustice.

But, as if all this was not sufficient to irritate and provoke,

the Quebec Act was passed, the contents of which every body
knows. The principal purpose of this Act was to form a

great interest in Canada, to be a perpetual check upon the

southern provinces, and to keep them in awe; it was con-

sidered in this light in America, and was held up by the

violent party in that country, as a specimen of the form of

government that might be introduced and established in every

part of that continent. Hardly any man after this would say

a word in favour of the British legislature ; every remaining

fi'iend to government, as he was called, that is, every man
less violent than the most violent, had nothing to say in

favour of the good intentions of the mother country. After

this Act passed, it put an unanswerable argument in the

mouths of all parties, that the intentions of Great Britain

were vindictive in the extreme. The makers of the Quebec

Act, whoever thc}^ were, thus became the friends to the vio-

lent party in America. If they had not thus seasonably

interposed, there was a chance of America being divided, or

at least of there being different degrees of resistance in its

C"'>nies. This made them all not only more firmly united,

10
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but equally zealous and anitnated, e(|ually determined to go
all lengths rather than submit. Now, Sir, the passing of

that Act at that time, had the same effect that, for instance,

the repeal of the Test Act would have had in King William's

time ; for however great a friend 1 am to universal toleration,

I should certainly have been against it at that period, because

it would have disobliged one party, more than it would have
served another; it would have joined a great body of Tories

to the enemies of the Revolution, who were already sufficiently

numerous. From the moment, Sir, this Quebec Act passed,

there was only one party in America ; it stopt the mouths of
the moderate pary, if any such were still left.

Another extraordinary idea. Sir, was at this time taken

up, namely, that the coercive Acts passed in that session

would execute themselves. The only argument in favour of
the ministers on this head is, that they thought the army there

sufficiently strong to enforce the execution of these Acts.

This is another instance in which the parliament confided

absolutely in ministers, as I allow must sometimes be the case;

it may not be fit on all occasions for parliament to know,
while an important business is in execution, every step and
every particular ; there must be a certain degree of confidence
reposed in ministers : that confidence was reposed here, and
ministers are therefore answerable if it should appear that

they have abused it. Sir, in 1775, ministers began to be
afraid, that more ill consequences might follow ; they then
found, tor the first time, that the cause of Boston was the
cause of America; they therefore passed more laws, and sent

out a capital reinforcement, with three able generals. The
Americans, on the other hand, became still more united ; the

name of a party was, however, yet kept up, and, notwith-
standing all the violent measures of this country, and the
armies that were sent out for the purpose of supporting the
friends of government, the Tories, as they were called, and
punishing the Whigs, yet the Tories suffered more than the
Whigs, their friends more than their enemies.

But, as if all this was not enough to exasperate, and to
prove they had no resource left but in self-defence, we
rejected, before the end of the session of 1775, the Petition

from New-York,* drawn up in the most affectionate and
respectful terms that could be, considering the state of the
contest : this was the last effort of the moderate party, your
own friends, who were told, on the news going back to Ame-
rica, " You see what dependence is to be put in Great

* See p. 41.
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Britairt: how will she treat us, when she has thus freated

you ?" Sir, a few weeks before the arrival of the reinforce-

ments, the civil war began. Then followed the battle of

Bunker's-Hill. This ought at least to have been a lesson to

the ministry, that America was unanimous, and determined

to put every thing at stake. Sir, there is one circumstance

I omitted to mention in its place, and that is tlie Conciliatory

Proposition of the noble lord (North)* ; I need not go into

this now ; it has been often considered, and without saying

any thing more about it at this time, I will only say, what
every body must allow, that this House was left to judge of

the quantum, which was one of the very principal objections

urged by the Americans, that they did not know how far this

claim of ours might extend ; it vras, in fact, not only asserting

the right, but establishing it in practice. Now, Sir, I beg

leave to stop here for a moment, and ask this question, does

any man seriously think it better to give up America alto-

gether, unless we can exercise the right of taxation in the

uncontrouled and unlimited manner in which we claim it ?

Mr. Fox then ran over the various operations of oin' array

in America, after the arrival of the troops from their being

cooped up in Boston, to their being obliged ultimately to

leave it. He then described the conduct of America. What,
said he, was the language of America at this time? They
send a petition to this country-, couched in the most respectful

terms, disclaiming every idea of independence, which had
been, in the course of the preceding session, objected to their

conduct, and desiring no concession that would be in the

least dishonourable to the mother country, but supplicating

his majesty, that he would be pleased to point out some mode.

How was this petition received, and what was the answer ?

All that was said, was, to this petition no answer will be

given. But the ministry gave out, that the petition was all

a farce, for the Americans wanted independence. If this had

been really the case, which I in my conscience do not believe,

what occasion was there for saying so ? Why not have tried

the experiment, and by this means have shewed to all the

world the unreasonableness of your enemies and your own
moderation? Suppose, for instance, you had been treating

with Lev/is XIV. who, every body allows, aimed at uni\ersal

monarchy ; suppose you had been treating with him about a

petty town in Flanders, would you have told him, " Ay, it

is impossible to treat with you, you aim at universal monar-

chy, you never mean to give up this town, for you will not

* See p. 36.
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be contented till you get them all." But, Sir, least of all

should this have been objected by those who say the govern-
ment have a great party in America; that the friends to

British government are still numerous and powerful there;

for these arguments militate against each other. If inde-

pendence Avas a popular pretension in America, why should
America have unnecessarily disclaimed it? Yes, but it is

said, it was meant to deceive America ;—why, then, if it was
necessary to deceive America, she did not mean independ-
ence, otherwise it would have been deceiving her into the
belief of a thing which she did not approve. But, if Ame-
rica was averse to independence, was it not worth while to

try pacific measures ?

Instead, however. Sir, of any thing of this sort, a change of
administration at this time took place, which plainly shewed
there was no chance left but in war ; and now, for the first

time. Sir,—I allow it,—real, vigorous measures were adopted;
the whole force of this country was to be exerted ; every nerve
was to be strained. The first event, however, of this cam-
paign,— I mentioned it before,—was General Howe's being
driven out of Boston ; and now. Sir, only to shew the versati-

lity of some people, and, as an instance how ready the men
who caused all these calamities are to adapt themselves to the

unfortunate consequences of their own conduct, as soon as the

news came over of General Howe's evacuating Boston, they

congratulated each other on the event, they were glad of it, it

was a lucky step, though, by the bye, there is still the greatest

reason to believe, it was matter of necessity, not of choice.

Fifty-five thousand men had been voted ; Sir William Howe's
army was completely reinforced. Every body knows what
passed. He makes himself master of Long-Island ; he takes

New York, &c. Here were two or three battles gained ; here
was a sort of victory, though not an absolute extinction of the

enemy's army. What followed ? All promises of taking the

moment of victory for proposing terms of accommodation were
forgot. But this was the moment in which the Americans
declared themselves independent states. Did this look like a

termination of the contest ? If it did, there was a circumstance

that passed in the latter end of the year 1776, from which you
might, at last, have learnt that it was impossible to reduce
them by mere force. I mean the affair at Trenton. The
""sudden manner in which this army was gathered together, the

success that attended it from the nature of the country,

plainly shewed it was impossible entirely to reduce them.
But, to shew the deafness of administration to every proof of
the true disposition of America, and to shev/ likewise the uni-

form conduct of gentlemen on this side of the Housej^ a mo-
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tion was made in the latter end of the year 1776 for a revision

of the laws by which the Americans might think themselves

aggrieved. To revise the Acts that had been passed was

surely as gentle a word as could be made use of, and indeed

was the expression made use of by the commissioners them-

selves in a proclamation they issued in America. I need not

say, Sir, that this motion was, for various reasons, but without

one solid argument, rejected.

Sir; as to the events of the last campaign, I shall touch

them very slightly. It is sufficient to say, that no decisive

stroke has been given. We have got possession of three towns

instead of one, but of no more extent of country than is just

within a small circuit round those towns. With regard to

General Burgoyne's expedition, I will only say,—that it failed.

The expedition itself is of such a dye, that it deserves a sepa-

rate consideration. It should be reserved to itself.

Sir ; after having passed resolutions concerning the various

facts and events during the period I have been describing, the

House will naturally form an opinion concerning their future

conduct, and I shall then ask, whether any man can imagine it

possible to go on with an offensive war ? If it should appear,

that our means are inadequate to the conquering them, and

that the having gone on so far has shaken the credit of the

nation, more than it was shaken at the end of a six years' war

with France, then it will be for the House to consider what is

to be done in the present moment. It seems to me that the

inference will be, that force alone is not sufficient, and that we
nmst call in negotiation to its aid. But, Sir, this is a subse-

quent consideration. Another question likewise with regard

to the alliances of this country: if it shall appear that we are

strong in alUances, then it is very true we may venture some-

what further than we might otherwise venture. This is a very

proper thing to be considered.

Sir ; I sat out with acquainting the House, that I meant to-

day to begin with a very small part of the business ; it is only

to draw an inference from the papers on the table, that in the

present situation of things it will be very imprudent to send

any more troops out of the kingdom. The peace establish-

ment of troops in Great Britain has been 1 7,000. Now, Sir,

I do not mean by what I say to approve of that establishment.

I think it too high ; but such it has been of late years ; 1 7,000

for Great Britain; 12,000 for Ireland^ 3>5oo ^or Gibraltar,

and 2,300 for Minorca. These make altogether 34,800.

This is the establishment in time of profound peace. But va-

rious reasons conspire to make us apprehensive of war ; the

conduct of France, the state of public credit, His Majesty's

Speech at the opening of the session, are alone sufficient to
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prove that there is the greatest reason to prepare for a foreign

war. Now, Sir, if 34,000 men are necessary to be kept up in

time of peace, I think no gentleman can be of opinion, that

we should have less than that number at the present mo^i.. ut.

Mr. Fox then shewed from the papers on the table, that the

number of the troops now in Great Britain, including the

officers, non-effective, &c. did not exceed 15,000; in Ireland

8,000; in Gibraltar and Minorca 5,000; so that there was
now an actual deficiency in the peace-establishment of 6,000
men. I think. Sir, it appears from this that it would be mad-
ness to part with any more of our army. As to the new levies,

I do not now consider whether the levying them without the

approbation of parliament, be legal and constitutional; that

will be to be considered another day; but I speak on a sup-

position of their being levied. And if they are, I should hope
it is not intended that the safety of this country is to be left

to them.

On the whole, Sir, it appears to me that if gentlemen are

not blind, they will see that the war is impracticable, and that

no good can come from force only ; that the lives that have
been lost, and the treasures that have been wasted, have been

wasted to no purpose ; that it is high time we should look to

our own situation, and not leave ourselves defenceless upon an
idea of strengthening the army in America, when, after all, it

will be less strong than it was last year,—a year which pro-

duced nothing decisive, nor in the least degree tending to com-
plete conquest.

Mr. Fox concluded with moving, " That an humble Ad-
dress be presented to his majesty, that he will be graciously

pleased to give orders, that no more of the Old Corps be sent

out of the kingdom."

To the great surprize of every body without doors, who liad seen

so full a House drawn down to attend the result of an enquiry of

so much expectation, no debate ensued, nor was the smallest reply

made to Mr. Fox's Speech. In this singular situation the question

was called for, and the Committee divided : For Mr. Fox's motion

165 : Against it 259.
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Mr. Fox's Motion on the State of the British Forces
IN America.

February 1 1

.

THE House went into a Committee on the State of the Nation.

Before the Speaker left the Chair, Lord North said, he should,

on the 17th instant, propose to the House a Plan of Conciliation

with America. Mr. Pulteney having taken the Chair,

Mr. Fox rose, and stated a number of facts relative to the

British Army serving in America, which facts were founded

on conclusions drawn from the information on the table. He
observed, that there was such a number of effective men in

America (6,864) in the year 1774; that by comparing the re-

inforcements sent out the next year, added to the forces then

on the spot, with the returns at the conclusion of that year, it-

would give the total deficiency, which under its several heads

amounted to the total loss; so with the years 1776 and 1777:
thus, by adding to the number of men serving in America the

first year, the reinforcements and recruits of each successive

year, and comparing the amount of those several totals with

the last returns, the difference between the latter and the

former shewed exactly the loss of men slain in battle, or dead,

or otherwise incapacitated for service, by wounds, captivity,

and sickness.

This, he observed, was the first part of his plan, to ascer-

tain the loss of lives, and loss of service, under their respective

heads ; the other part of it would be, to estimate the loss of

treasure, which he computed, at the lowest calculation, to be

full 25 millions spent, which, with 20,000 lives lost, that

being the difference, he said, between the troops serving in

America at the commencement of the war, and the whole of

the embarkations, he appealed to the judgment of the commit-

tee, whether it was not full time,—(considering that we had
gained nothing, or next to nothing, by this fatal contest

hitherto, but a powerful, numerous, and well-disciplined enemy,

instead of an undisciphned rabble, to contend with,)—to think

of the critical and alarming situation of public affairs ? Whe-
ther our resources of men and money were equal to the diffi-

cult and hazardous task of conquest ; or if that should appear,

on enquiry, to be totally impracticable, whether parliament

should not, and that immediately, devise some means for put-

tino- an end to our public calamities, and endeavour to avert

those inmiinent dangers with which we are threatened on every

tide ? If ministers, while they hold out the plan of conciliation,
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will at the same time have tlie candour to acquaint the House,
how much treasure has been wasted, how manv lives have
been lost, how many disgraces have been brought on the

nation, by this mad, improvident, and destructive war, he
would most certainly join them;—that 25 milhons of money
have been already spent, or the faith of the nation has been
pledged for the expenditure; and that 20,000 lives have been
tlirown away to no maimer of purpose; but, if at all practi-

cable, to make conciliation infinitely more difficult than if the

sword had never been drawn, a shilling spent, nor a life lost.

He gave the most ample testimony to the bravery and good
conduct of the generals ; and contended, that they had mis-
carried, not for want of skill in their profession, nor from neg-
lect of duty, but merely because they were employed in a
service, in which it was impossible for them to succeed ; for

if ministers had shewn any trace of wisdom throughout their

whole conduct, it was in their choice of the officers they sent

out, though they now basely insinuated, that it was only in the

choice of generals that they were deceived; and that it was to

their fault alone, that all our miscarriages in the prosecution

of the measures could be justly imputed.

He said, he had been informed, that it was intended to send

out other generals, and on that ground that great expectations

were formed from the next campaign : but, for his part, he
expected, that whoever should succeed to the present gentle-

men in command, would just meet with the fate of their pre-

decessors; they would \)e one day charged with indolence,

inactivity, and want of spirit ; with a designed procrastination

of the war, from motives of lucre and private interest ; and the

next, with Quixotism, knight-errantrj^, and exceeding the in-

structions under which they v/ere to act. He turned again to

the intended proposition of the noble lord in the blue ribbon,

and assured his lordship, that if his plan was a fair, open one,

founded in justice and good policy, and ,warranted by the

principles of the constitution, he would venture to answer for

his side of the House, that it would meet with their most
hearty concurrence. He feared it v.ould not answer this

description ; because he could hardly be persuaded, unless the

idea of tyranny, cruelty, and meanness were inseparable, that

the same men who had rejected the most humble petitions and
dutiful remonstrances with haughtiness and contempt, could

ever consent to hold out any })^an which was meant to secure

those rights which they had all along attempted to annihilate

by the sword, thereby adding tyranny and cruelty to oppres-

sion and injustice. He then read his several Resolutions,

which amounted to twelve in number ; and which stated, that

there was such a number of troops in America in 1774? so

VOL. I. I
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many sent in 1775, total of that year, and so .on with 1776
and 1777, which ought, on the whole, in the latter year, to

have amounted to 48,000 effective men; that by the last re-

turns, foreigners and British included, they did not amount
to more than 28,000, consequently the loss was 20,000 men.
Whence he drew this conclusion, that if with such a number
of troops so little could be done, it was clear, that the carry-

ing on the war, either to terrify the Americans into obedience,

or to subdue them, was impracticable. His first Resolution

moved was, " That it appears to this Committee, that in the

year 1 774, the wliole of the land forces serving in North Ame-
rica did not amount to more than 6,864 effective men, officers

included."

Tlie motion was opposed by Lord Barrington the secretary at

war, Lord North, and Lord Nugent, and supported by Mr. George
Grenville, Mr. Burke, and Colonel Barre. Lord Nugent moved,
" That the Chairman report progress ; upon which the Committee
divided : Yeas 263 ; Noes 149. Mr. Fox's motion was conse-

quently lost.

Lord North's Propositions for Conciliation with
America.

February 17.

THIS day Lord North submitted to the House a new plan of
conciliation with the American colonies. In introducing this

ineasure, he took occasion to state, that he had been uniformly

^disposed to peace. The coercive Acts appeared necessary when
they were proposed, but finding them unproductive of the intended

effect, he essayed conciliatory measures, before the sword was un-

sheathed. He then thought (nor was his opinion changed) those

propositions capable of forming the happiest, most equitable, and
most lasting bond of union between Great Bi'itain and her colo-

nies ; but by a variety of discussions, a plan originally clear and
simple, was made to appear so obscure as to go damned to Ame-
rica. Congress conceived, or took occasion to represent it as a

scheme for sowing divisions, and introducing a worse species of

taxation than had previously existed, and accordingly rejected it.

He never expected to desive any considerable revenue from Ame-
rica ; in his opinion they should contribute in a very low propor-

tion to the expences of the state. Few taxes would prove worth

the charge of collection; even the Stamp Act, the most judicious

and most highly estimated, would not have produced a considera*

01
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ble revenue : a confederacy against the use of stamps would have
annihilated the produce, while it increased the confusions of the

country. He found America already taxed, when he unfortunately

came into administration. The Act, enabling the East India Com-
pany to send teas with the drawback of the whole duty, was a re-

lief instead of an oppression ; but the disaffected, and those engaged
in contraband trade, endeavoui'ed to represent it as a monopoly.
He never intended taxation in the last Tea Act, nor in the conci-

liatory proposition, but as a niedium of union and concord ; his pre-

sent proposition would therefore be found consistent with his former
conduct. One of the bills he designed to move would quiet Ame-
rica on the subject of taxation, dispel all fears, real or pretended,

that parliament would attempt to tax them again, and annul the

right itself, so far as it regarded revenue. The Americans had de-

sired a repeal of all the Acts passed since 1763 : were this requisi-

tion granted in its full extent, several statutes, highly beneficial to

themselves, granting bounties and premiums, or relaxing former

grievous regulations, must be rescinded. The late Acts which ori-

ginated in the quarrel should cease with it; and commissioners

should be authorized to adjust, in a satisfactory manner, all other

disputes. The powers granted to former commissioners had been
considered more limited than in reality they were : he should take

care now to be explicit, granting full authority to discuss and con-

clude every point, treating with the Congress as if it were a' legal

body, and would so far give it authenticity as if its acts and con-

cessions would bind all America. They should be empowered to

treat with provincial assemblies as at present constituted, and with

individuals in their actual civil capacities, or military commands ;

with General Washington or any other officer : they might sus-

pend hostilities ; intermit the operation of laws
;
grant pardons,

immunities, and rewards ; restore to colonies their ancient consti-

tutions ; and nominate governors, council, judges, and magistrates,

till the King's further pleasure should be known. A renunciation

of independence would not be insisted on till the treaty had re-

ceived final ratification by the King and parliament. The com-
missioners should be instructed to negotiate for a reasonable and*

moderate contribution towards the common defence of the empire,

when re-united : but to obviate every pretence against terminating

this unhappy difference, the contribution should not be insisted on

as a sine qua non of the treaty. If such had always been his sen-

timents with regard to taxation and peace, why, it would be asked,

had he not made the proposition at a more early period ? His opinion

had ever been that the moment of victory was the proper time for

offering terms, and at the beginning of the session he had declared

those sentiments ; he then thought the victories obtained by Sir

William Howe more decisive, and was unacquainted vv'ith General

Burgoyne's misfortune. These terms were in substance the same
he would offer in the height of victory; he saw no reason for pro-

tracting the war, the efiusion of blood, and the immoderate ex-

pence, and therefore now offered the same propositions. The
events of war had not corresponded with his expectations; but his

concessions were from reason and propriety, not necessity. Eng-

I 2
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land was in a condition to prosecute the war much longer ; new
armies could easily be raised, the navy was never in greater strength,

and the revenue very little sunk. With these observations he sub-
mitted the whole plan, together with the propriety of his past and
present conduct, to the judgment of the House *.—As soon as the
minister had concluded,

Mr. Fox rose. He said, that he could not refuse his assent

to the propositions made by the noble lord ; that he was very

glad to find tliat they were, in the main, so ample and satis-

factory, and that he believed they woidd be supported by all

those with whoni he had the honour to act. That they did

not materially differ from those which had been made by an
honourable friend of his (Mr. Burke) about three years ago

;

that the very same arguments which had been used by the
minority, and very nearly in the same words, v/ere used by
the noble lord upon this occasion. He was glad to find, that

the noble lord had wholly relinquished the right of taxation,

as this was a fundamental point ; he was glad, also, that he
had declared his intention of giving the commissioners power
to restore the charter of Massachuset's Bay; for, giving the

satisfaction w^hich the noble lord proposed, it would be neces-

sary for parliament to give the same security, with regard to

charters, which it had given with regard to taxation ; that the

Americans were full as jealous of the rights of their assem-

blies, as of taxation; and their chief objection to the latter was
its tendency to affect the former.

* " A dull melancholy silence for some time succeeded to this speech. It

had been heard with profound attention, but without a single mark of ap-

probation to any part, from any description of men, or any particular man
in the House. Astonishment, dejection, and feai', overclouded the whole
assembly. Although the minister had declared, that the sentiments he

expressed that day had been those which he always entertained, it is certain,

that few or none had understood him in that manner ; and he had been

represented to the nation at large, as the person in it the most tenacious of

those parliamentary rights which he now proposed to resign, and the most

remote from the submissions which he now proposed to make. It was
generally therefore concluded, that something more extraordinary and
alarming had happened than yet appeared, which was of force to pro-

duce such an apparent change in measures, principles, and arguments. It

was thought by many at that time, that if the Opposition had then pressed

him, and joined with the war party which had hitherto supported the

minister, but which was now disgusted and mortified in the highest degree,

the bills would have been lost. But, in fact, they took such a hearty part

with tlie minister, only endeavouring to make such alterations in, or addi-

tions to, the bills, as might increase their eligibility, or extend their effect,

that no appearance of party remained; and some of his complaining friends

vexatiously congratulated him on his new aUies. These new allies, how-

ever, though they supported his measures, shewed no mercy to his conduct."

Annual Register.
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He wished that this concession had been made more earl}^,

and upon principles more respectful to parliament. To tell

them, that if they were deceived, they had deceived them-
selves, was neither kind nor civil to an assembly, which, for so

many years, had relied upon the noble lord with such unre-

served confidence; that all public bodies, like the House of

Commons, must give a large confidence to persons in office ; and
their only method of preventing the abuse of that confidence

was to punish those who had misinformed them concerning

the true state of their affairs, or conducted them with negli-

gence, ignorance, or incapacity; that the noble lord's argu-

ments upon this subject might be all collected into one point,

his excuses all reduced into one apology,—his total ignorance.

The noble lord hoped and was disappointed. He expected

a great deal, and found little to answer his expectations. He
thought America would have submitted to.his laws, and they

resisted them. He thought they would have submitted to his

armies, and they were beaten by inferior numbers. He made
conciliatory propositions, and he thought they would succeed,

but they were rejected. He appointed commissioners to make
peace, and he thought they had powers, but he found they

could not make peace, and nobody believed that they had any
powers. That he had said many such things as he had thought

lit in his conciliatory proposition; he thought it a proper

mode of quieting the Americans upon the affair of taxation.

If any gentleman would give himself the trouble of reading

that proposition, he would find not one word of it correspond-

ent to the representation make of it by its framer. That the

short account of it was, that the noble lord in that proposition

assured the colonies, that Avhen parliament had taxed them as

much as they thought proper, they would tax them no more.

He would vote for the present proposition, because it was
much more clear and satisfactoi'y; for necessity had forced the

noble lord to speak plain.

But if the concession should be found ample enough, and
should be found to come too late, what punishment would be
sufficient for those who adjourned parliament, in order to

make a proposition of concession, and then had neglected to

do it until France had concluded a treaty with the independ-

ent states of America? He said he could answer with cer-

tainty for the truth of his information ; it was no light matter

,

and came from no contemptible authority; he therefore wished

that the ministry would give the House satisfaction on this

uiteresting point. Whether they knew any thing of this treaty,

and whether they had not been informed previously to the

making of their proposition, of a treaty which would make
I 3
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that proposition as useless to the peace, as it was humiliating

to the dificiiitv of Great Britain.

At the close of the dehate, Lord North moved, i. " That leave

be given to hring in a Bill to enable His Majesty to appoint Com-
missioners to treat, consult, and agree upon the means of quieting

the disorders now subsisting in certain of the colonies, plantations,

and provinces of North America. 2. That leave ))e given to bring

in a Bill for declaring the intentions of the parliament of Great

Britain, concerning the exercise of the right of imposing taxes

within His Majesty's colonies, provinces, and plantations, in North

America." Which were agreed to without a division.

Mr. George Grenville's Motion respecting a Treaty
BETivEEN France and the revolted Colonies in North
America.

March \6.

1^ /f R. George Grenville moved, " That an humble Address be
xVi. presented to His Majesty, to desire that he will be graciously

pleased to order that there be laid before this House, copies of all

communications from His Majesty's ambassador at the court of

Fi'ance, or the French ambassador at this court, touching any

treaty of alliance, confederacy, or commerce, entered into between

the covirt of France, and the revolted colonies in North America."

Mr. Burke warmly seconded the motion. The present situation of

our afi'airs he declared to be to the last degree desperate. The
stocks, the political pulse of the nation, were so low, that they

plainly demonstrated the weakness of the state ; they were already

sunk as much as in times of foreign war ; and afforded the most
gloomy prospect. Sunk as the nation was, robbed of her treasures,

injured in her honour, she had a right to take every step that could

lead her to a discovery of the counsels, and of the persons who
had given them, by which she had been reduced from the pinnacle

of honour and power, to the lowest ebb of wretchedness and
disgrace.

Mr. Fox took a retrospect of the various measures which
had been adopted by the present administration, and pointed

out the causes to which their failure ought to be attributed.

He insisted that the ignorance of the ministry was the source

of our misfortunes ; and from their incapacity to conduct a

war with the poor, pitiful provinces of America, as he affected

to call them, he inferred, that the complicated business of a
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foreign war with the most powerful princes in Christendom
must of course so far transcend their abiHties, that the nation

must absolutely be undone if the administration of affairs was
to continue in their hands. Melancholy as M'as the prospect

that a war afforded us, it would have this good effect ; that it

Would rouse the nation to a sense of the wrongs they had been
made to suffer, by being made to feel at once all tliose cala-

mities, for which the ministry had prepared them by degrees,

by their destructive measures, which, though they did not

precipitate the nation into a foreign M'ar, had, by a slow pro-

cess, inevitabl}^ brought it on. The House had been made to

act a fool's part. Conciliatory bills had been passed, and
commissioners appointed to treat with the Americans, even

after they had been acknowledged an independent state by
France. Ignorance of such a circumstance was unpai'donable

;

and the contempt which it served to bring on the House
called aloud for resentment. Ministers, he said, could never

execute their duty to their country, nor counteract the schemes

of her enemies, if they did not procure intelligence of the

measures adopted for our annoyance. He asked the House,
if a set of men ought to be any longer trusted with the- reins

of government, who received the first positive assurance of a

treaty concluded by France and America, from the French
ambassador? Their supineness, folly, and ignorance, in that

one instance, sufficiently proved them to be unworthy of their

employments. But to declare them only unworthy M^ould not

be doing sufficient justice to the people : the violators of whose
rights, and the despoilers of whose property the parliament

was bound to punish : they should likewise be made to account

for the injuries done their country: the only means of deter-

mining the quantum of guilt, and where it particularly lay,

could not be well afscertained without the papers in question

:

he therefore wished strongly to support the motion.

Lord North moved the previous question, giving as a reason,

that the exposure of the papers demanded would be a most unpar-

donable and pernicious act of treachery to those, who, at the

greatest risk, had communicated secret inteUigence to government.

Mr. Grenville offered to prevent an effect which he abhorred, by
inserting the words, " or extracts," after copies, in the motion

;

but the minister insisted that no amendment could be received

after the previous question had been moved. This conduct was,

however, reprobated with so much hidignation on the other side,

and represented as an act of quibbling and chicane, so unworthy

of, and unfitting for, that place, that the minister withdrew his mo-
tion, and the amendment was received. The previous question

being thea again moved, the House divided

:

I 4



120 EXPEDITION FROM CANADA. [March 1 9.

Tellers. Tellers.

fMr. Grenvilie] . >,. ("Mr. C. Townsliend]
^^^^

JMr. Baker | H^—Noes
| g;^. ^^.^^. ^^^^^^^ | 231.

So it passed in the negative.

Mr. Fox's Motion relative to the Failure of the
Expedition from Canada.

March 19.

THE House went into a committee on the State of the Nation,

in which the subject of the recent expedition from Canada
was taken up by Mr. Fox. Tlie papers which he had moved for,

having been read,

Mr. Fox rose. He stated the plan of the expedition as

wrong and impracticable ; not being directed to any point, nor

in any sense the right way. Though the minister of the

American department (Lord George Germain) might say,

and he understood did say, that he took the idea and the plan

from General Burgoyne; yet he would venture to afiirm the

contrary. The plan was not General Burgoyne's; it difTered

from General 13urgoyne's ; and wherever it did so, it blun-

dered. This expedition was not a plan- of diversion in oqp

favour, but a diversion against ourselves, by separating that

force which ought to have been united to one point, that of

dispersing the rebel army; instead of which, it left General

Howe too weak, upon the plan the noble lord suggested to

him ; and sent General Burgoyne, with a still lesser army,

to a place where the enemy v/ere much stronger. He said

this only for the sake of argument, to shew that the measure

was originally wrong in tlie design; and added, that he

should move something on this point. But the matter upon
which he should make his present motion, was that part of

the execution which belonged to the minister,nOt to the ofiicers.

The principal, and indeed sole design, of sending General

Burgoyne from Canada, was that he might force his way to

Albany, and make a junction with General Howe. This was

a plan of co-operation, in the execution of which two parties

were concerned, but orders had been given only to one party;

the other party was left ignorant of the design. This ap-

peared from the minister's letters to the commanders, and
from the commanders' letters to each other. It was like

intending two men to meet at one place, but giving order*
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only to one to go there ; and then blaming the execution,

because the other, who did not know he was to go there, did

not meet him ; but who, on the contrary, had acquainted the

person with whom the orders lay, that he was going another

way. Upon these grounds, he insisted, that the whole dis-

concertion and failure of General Burgoyne's expedition was

owing either to the ignorance or negligence of the secretaiy

of state who had the direction of it ; by which one of his

majesty's armies had been cut off, and in consequence of it

thirteen provinces had been lost, to the utter ruin of this

country. He moved, that the committee should come to

three resolutions, which were in substance, that the plan of

the expedition from Canada had been ill concerted ; that,

from, the measures adopted, it was impossible it should suc-

ceed ; and that the instructions sent to General Howe to co-

operate with General Burgoyne had not been such as were

necessary to insure success to the latter. After which, he

said, he should offer a fourth resolution of censure upon Lord

George Germain.

This motion brought on the longest debate that had taken place

during the session. Mr. Fox was thought to have transcended his

customary style of exertion : and his friends by no means lost any

ground in their support. On the other side, the ground of impro-

priety, in bringing in the business during the absence of those

generals, who, until the contrary was established, must be con-

sidered as principal parties in the charge, was again taken. That
there had been a fault, and a great one, somewhere, was univer-

sally allowed. A whole army had been lost. The nature and for-

tune of the war t.'iereby totally changed. A new, and most dan-

gerous foreign war was the immediate consequence ; the loss of

America, and even more, might possibly be the final. The causes

that led to such a series of fata! consequences, they said, required

undoubtedly the strictest investigation ; and the fault, wherever

it lay, might demand even more than censure. But the gene-

ral acknowledgment of a fault or crime could by no means imply

the minister to be the guilty person; nor could the enquiry be pro-

perly conducted, nor the charge fixed as justice directed, until all

the parties were present, and all the evidence. The direct charges

made against the American minister by the Opposition, however,

necessarily called forth some direct defence ; and no pains were
omitted to shew, that the northern expedition was, in the first

place, a wise and necessary measure ; that it was capable of suc-

cess, and the design evidently practicable ; and that Lord George
Germain had omitted notiiing which could be done by an attentive

minister to insure its success. They also endeavoured much to

controvert a point insisted on by the Opposition, that General

Burgoyne's orders were perempTory with respect to his advancing

to Albany. They said. tJial however peremptory the letter of

instructions might appear, a discretionary latitude of conduct, to
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be regulated by circumstances and events, was always necessarily

implied and understood. The question being at length put, the

first resolution was rejected upon a division, by 164 to 44. The
event of this division was resented by Mr. Fox, with an unusual

degree of warmth, and an appearance of the highest indignation.

He not only declared that he would not propose another motion,

but, taking the resolution of censure out of his pocket, tore it in

pieces, and immediately quitted the House. As soon as Mr. Fox
was gone, the Solicitor General moved, " That it does not appear
to this Committee, that the failure of the Expedition from Canada
arose from any neglect in the Secretary of State." The resolution

was agreed to by the Committee, but was never reported to the

House."

Mr. Powys's Motion for declaring the Americans
Independent.

Aj)ril 10.

IN the Committee on the State of the Nation, Mr. Powys, after

a speech, in the course of which he maintained, that from the

exhausted state of the finances of the country, and the great

expence into which the American war had plunged it, nothing

could be more necessary to us than peace with America, move^,
" That the powers of the Commissioners appointed to treat with

America be enlarged ; and that they be authorized to declare the

Americans absolutely, and for ever independent."

Mr. Fox said, he had formed a decided opinion upon the

present question, and if he should happen to differ in his

sentiments from a venerable character, whom he honoured
and revered, (Lord Chatham,) the committee would give him
-credit that no early prejudice, no infant pique, directed his

judgment, or influenced his mind. He had considered this

matter, abstracted from every other object, and his judg-

ment was formed upon logical, as well as natural reasoning

and deduction. The dependencj' of America he thought it

impossible, from our situation, as well as from the nature of

the object, for us to regain. She had joined with France in

an amicable and commercial treaty. The latter had recog-

nized her independency, and both were bound in gratitude

to defend one another, against our resentment on the one

hand, or our attempt to break it on the other. If by con-

cession or coercion we attempted to recover the dependency

of America, we should have the powers of France and Ame-
rica, and perhaps Spain, to encounter with. If we attempted
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to punish France for recognizing the independency of Ame-
rica, America would join her, and we should have, in either

case, two, if not three powers to combat with. It was pro-

bable, that the greatest part of Europe would join in the

recognizance. Gratitude on the one hand, and obligation on
the other, would unite them in one bond, and we should

experience the joint efforts of all, if we attacked one. If, on
the contrary, the committee agreed to the motion, and thereby

recognized the independency of America, we should be no
longer bound to punish the European powers, who had
already, or who might do the same ; and we should probably

secure a larger share of the commerce of the Americans, by a

perpetual alliance on a tcederal foundation, than on a nominal
dependence.

He could not avoid lamenting the language at present used

in the House of Commons ; namely, that the Americans were

not generally inclined to independence. Now, could any
thing be more distant fi'om probability ? Had we not seen

proof upon proof exhibited to the contrary ? Had not the

provinces, one and all, entered into the most solemn bond
not to depart from, or rescind their vote of independency

;

and had not even thousands of them, in the province of

Carolina, as well as in others, taken an oath before Heaven
to maintain it? The Congress and the people were the same.

Distinct opyiions, party distractions, and disunited interests,

had not been formed in America, with regard to the great

point in which, by their unanimity, they had succeeded. He
laughed to hear the contrary asserted ; but he hoped sincerely

that the honourable gentleman near him, (Governor John-

stone,) and the other commissioners, had more solid grounds

to go upon, and more rational hopes of success. He viewed

the dependency of America as a matter of very little moment
to any part of this country, other than the minister and his

dependants. He understood that the appointment of go-

vernors, and other officers by the crown, was an object of

their contemplation, and one which they esteemed of great

consequence. It was meant, he supposed, as an addition to

the weight in the scale of government, and this circumstance

deserved the most serious attention of the House. The three

estates of parhament could no longer be the security and
defence of our constitution, than while they remained in an
equipoise with regard to one another. If one preponderated,

the executive over the legislative, or the legislative over the

executive, the superstructure must fall. It was a melancholy,

but a certain truth, that the power of the executive had been

gradually exerting itself to a predominancy for some years

past> and its growth was already dangerous to our constitu-
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tional existence. The further advfintage that would be thrown

into the scale, by the weight of America, would give ma-
turity to its growth, and perpetual dominion to it over the

legislative ; because, by the exemption fvbai taxation, no dc-

crree of weight whatever was added to the kgislative state.

Taxes were so far necessary to our constitution, seeing that

they engaged the people narrowly to watch and resist the

influence of the crown. Their lives and properties could

only be in danger when the crown became despotic. A se-

curity against that danger destroyed their fears: a)id not

bein<y concerned in the advancement or depression of the

crown, they did not regard its progress. Good God ! then,

could Britons with their eyes open, and, sensible of the dan-

<>er arising from the predominancy of the executive power,

wilfully throw so great an addition of strength into it, as the

power of appointing the oliicers to the government of Ame-
rica must necessarily create? Had we not appointments,

douceurs, sinecures, pensions, titles, baubles, and secret-

service money enough already? Did not the creatures of

government swarm in ever}'^ clepartment, and must we add

to their number ?

He could not see that American independency would so

soon rise as the honourable gentleman imagined, to maritime

pre-eminence. The Americans could have no inducement to

hunt for territory abroad, when what they quietly possessed

would be more than they could occupy and cultivate. They
would find the advantages of conquest unequal to those of

agriculture ; and remembering that^man had naturally a pre-

dilection for the enjoyment of landed property, they would

find it impossible, in a country where land was to be had for

nothing, to propagate a spirit of manufacture and conmierce.

Every American, more or less, would become the tiller and
planter, and the country might, in some future and distant

period, be the Arcadia, but it could never be the Britain of

the world.

He reverted to the arguments of an honourable gentleman

near him, (Mr. Pulteney,) in regard to the finances of this

country. He never was more surprized than he was at hear-

ing a man of sense introduce such a puerility. The inter-

nal opulence of the country might be introduced as a figure

of shew, to delude the ignorant into an extravagant idea of

our resources ; but the people must know that it was a mere
delusion. If we were reduced to such an emergency as to

have reference to the fundamental opulence, so might our

enemy ; and comparing the one resource with the other, we
nmst acknowledge that theirs, in that respect, was treble our

own. Our natural resources, he knew, were superior to those



177^-] MOTION FOR AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. l^p

of our enemy, in proportion to the extent of country ; but
we ought to remember, that theirs were capable of more im-
provements without injuring the people tlian ours. "Would
ministers but abolish the extravagant method of collectino-
their revenues, the voluptuous manner of expendino- them^
and the enormous extent of the royal expenditure," what a
su]:)eriority, in point of revenue, might they not eHect ?
He condemned the Concihatory Acts as totally inadequate

to the object, and declared, that if tliey produced any o-ood
end, lie should attribute it solely to the ii;iluence of the ho-
nourable and worthy gentleman (Governor Johnstone) who
was last joined in the commission. He hoped the committee
would consider seriously of the matter before them : there
had been enough of treasure fruitlessly wasted ; and that they
might not waste more on an inadequate commission, he bego-ed

them to extend its powers, and thereby secure its success.

He could not avoid adverting to the conduct of the ministry,

in regard to the PVench " aggression." He knew not from
whence the word came, but he supposed it meant " insult."

Himself and others were termed pusillanimous, because they
attempted to stem the torrent of rage, that rushed from the
bosoms of the ministry on that occasion;— they were called

pusillanimous, because they were calm; but could they not
now, with double energy, send back the term on those men
who had confessed that the nation was insulted ; who had
made the King and the parliament of England confess that

they were insulted ; and who, for a whole month, had
pocketed the insult, without preparing to punish it, or taking
a single step for the defence of the nation ? Fie be£-o-ed the

committee to observe, that the ministry, conscious of their

own inability, were obliged, when they wanted service to be
performed, to call to their assistance the very men wbo had
condemned their measures, and uniformly despised them.
But if a peace was to be negociated, or a war to be under-
taken, (meaning the appointment of Governor Johnstone in

the one case, and Admiral Keppel and Lord Amherst in the

other,) they were obliged to employ the men on his side of
the House.

Mr. Burke supported the motion. Mr. Pulteney, Governor John-
stone, and Mr. Dundas, opposed it. Mr, T. Townshend thought
the motion premature, and moved, that the chairman do leave the
chair: which was agreed to without a division.
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Mr. Hartley's Motion against the Prorogation of
Parliament, and for putting a Stop to the American
War.

May 28.

^/fR.HARTLEY moved, " That an humble Address be pre-

1\a sented to His Majesty, to intreat His Majesty, that he will

be graciously pleased not to prorogue the parliament, but that he

will suffer them to continue sitting for the purpose of assisting

and forwarding the measures already taken for the restoration of

Peace in America ; and that they may be in readiness, in the

present critical situation and prospect of public affairs, to pro-

vide for every important event at the earliest notice." In a warm
speech which General Burgoyne made in support of the motion,

he advanced matters and opinions which could not fail of being

exceedingly grating to the ministers, and which were resented

accordingly. Particularly, his describing them as totally insuffi-

cient and unable to support the weight of public affairs in the

f)re?ent critical and dangerous emergency. To the general know-
edge of this incapability, he attributed the diffidence, despon-

dency, and consternation, which were evident among a great part

of the people ; and a still more fatal symptom, he said, that torpid

indifference to our impending fate, which prevailed among a yet

greater number.
The drift of the general's speech was to shew the necessity of

complying with the motion, in order, besides other great objects,

that the presence of parliament might restore the confidence, and
renew the spirit of the nation ; and, he said, that if the King's

ministers should take the lead in opposition to the motion, and
use their influence for its rejection, he should hold them to be
the opposers of national spirit, opposers of public virtue, and
opposers of the most efficacious means to save their country. Mr.
Rigby said, that the honourable general being a prisoner, was in fact

dead to all civil as well as military purposes, and, as such, had no
right to speak, much less to vote in that House. He then threw

some degree of ridicule, in his state of it, upon the general's appli-

cation or wish for a trial. The honourable gentleman, he said,

knew, when he desired a trial, that he could not be tried ; he was
upon parole ; hs was, as a prisoner under that parole, not at liberty

to do any act in his personal capacity. The Sohcitor General,

Mr. Wedderburn, took the same ground of argument, and made
it an object of serious discussion. In a speech, fraught with ge-

neral knowledge and ancient learning, he endeavoured to establish

from the example of Regulus, in the Roman history, and other

precedents, that the general (the convention of Saratoga being

now broken) was merely in the state of a common prisoner of

war ; and that, consequently, lie was not siii juris, but the im-

mediate property of another power. From whence he insisted,

that the general, under his present obligations, was totally in-
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capable of exercising any civil office, incompetent to any civil

function, and incapable of bearing arms in this country.

Mr. Fox confessed he saw the greatest reason in the world

for adopting the measure of the Address, and not one against

it. Remembering how fatal the last long recess had been,

he could not conceive how any man, in the least interested

in the welfare of his country, could think of trusting again to

the management of the ministry. At the very instant, when
the Jiouse were about to think of a conciliatory plan, it was
adjourned for more than six weeks, and in that fatal time,

what was the conduct of the ministry ? Though they knew
that they were about to yield up every thing they had before

denied, and by the intimation of which, in due time, they

might have prevented the effects that had ensued, yet they

never made the least intimation, but gave time for France to

conclude a treaty, by which every hope of bringing America
back to dependency was lost for ever. They filled up that

space in levying armies, without the knowledge or controul

of parliament, and for that reason, truly, we were to trust

them again, as fully and implicitly as we should do a ma-
jority of parliament. Ready on all occasions as that ma-
jority was to obey the will of the minister, inattentive and
negligent as some, and dependent as most of them were,

yet still he preferred their votes and .measures to those of

the administration. An honourable gentleman had said, that

they were carrying on war at this very time, to the best of

their understandings, against France and Sj^ain. Looking
back to their conduct, he found equal reason for being dis-

pleased with their understandings here too. What stroke

had they struck; or what active enterprize had they executed?
They had moved an address to the throne, and they had
recalled their ambassador ! This was the extent of what their

understandings had produced. In more than two months
they had been able to execute these mighty objects, and their

understandings assuredly deserved credit for the happiness

of the contrivance, as well as for the accomplishment of these

two things. It was said, by a learned gentleman, that his

majesty had it in his power to convene parliament in four-

teen days ; but so he had after an adjourmnent ; and it was
better to trust to adjournment, in this case, which would cer-

tainly convene us, than to a prorogation, which might not do
60. " Aye, but," said the learned gentleman, " by a pro-
rogation we shall have a new session, and then we may repeal

the Acts of the present." Then, said Mr. Fox, it may be
fairly concluded, that we are to repeal the Acts of the present

session. That learned gentleman is the key to the cabinet

;
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he knows the secrets of state, and he says we nnist, in tho

next session, probably repeal every thing we have done in

the present; he knows that the propositions of peace will

not be accepted ; he is not sanguine enough, to flatter him-

self that thef will; he knows that the plan is inadequate;

the concessions, hov.ever humiliating, not sufficient ; we have

brought ourselves so lov,-, tliat kneeling before them, with

concession in our hands, cannot procure us the peace we pant

for, and we must repeal them before we succeed. I agree

with the learned gentleman, that the plan we have proposed

is inadecjuate : but if in the present session we cannot repeal,

we may vary ; and as we do not mean to restrain the Ame-
ricans in any degree, the variation that may be necessary will

be in our power.— The situation of his honourable friend

(General Burgoyne) was an incentive towards continuing the

session, of the most powerful nature. The honourable ge-

neral was unfortunate, — singularly unfortunate ; and it was

the business of the House to enquire into the causes of his

misfortune, and charge them on the true author, whoever

he might be. It was to his honourable friend a matter of

consolation, though he knew him too well to suspect that he
preferred private consolation to the good of his country

;
yet,

he said, it might console him to think, that he was not the

only unfortunate man who had served the present adminis-

tration. It was the lot of every man who had served them
to be unfortunate. Every officer in America was an instance

of the fact. General Gage had not reaped any laurels in

their service, nor had Admiral Graves any reason to rejoice

at his success. Sir William Howe had not escaped the mis-

fortunes that had overtaken their servants; though crowned

with repeated conquests, he had lost by his success. Lord
Howe's character could not be much hurt by their insinua-

tions, rancorous as they had been; but he had gained no
additional honour from his exploits in their service. The
manner in which the other gallant officer, Sir Guy Carleton,

had been treated, needed no comment ; it was upon record,

and would stand an example in future, for the instruction of

all those who might be hazardous enough to attempt to serve

their country, under the auspices of men who were obliged

to cover their ignorance and inability, and screen themselves

from ignominy and contempt, by throwing blame upon the

men who were unwise enough to act as they were instructed.

The concealment of intelligence delivered to them, under

any form, was criminal to the highest degree, when the cha-

racter of a soldier depended upon the disclosure. He knew
not how to speak of their conduct and preserve his temper.

He wondered how the people could hear of it, and withhold
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tlieir resentment. He could not avoid adverting to a cir-

cumstance, which he confessed was new to him. It was a

subject of praise to a noble lord, whose ingenuity he seldom

had cause to applaud; just, however, to merit in every in-

stance, he could not be blind to it in this ; where invention

was so rare, it was politic to cherish the first appearance of

it. A timely attention might promote its growth, as good
husbandry and careful cultivation, made even a barren soil

fruitful The noble lord in the blue ribbon had most inge-

niously created a new species of oratory, and that of so divine

and specific a nature, that it would serve every occasion, and
refute every ai-gument. When we attempt, said Mr. Fox,

to charge to that noble lord's negligence or inability, the loss

of America, and thereby the destruction of national gran-

deur, national interest, and national credit, he replies, in his

newly-invented language, " Well, you may say this, and say

that ; but I do say again and again, I did not lose America."

This reply is irrefutable. What can be urged against it?

We must alter our accusation, and, instead of throwing it on
the noble lord, condemn General Washington, as the only

cause of our having lost America. His superior abilities had
frustrated every effort ; we did all that men could do, but hcj

like the arm of Heaven, overthrew our strength, and made
us yield to his superiority. Arguing in hke manner, we
ought to say, it was not owing to the head or the heart of

King James, that he lost the crown of Great Britain, but

the wickedness of the times. He did all that man could do,

but his enemies were the more powerful, and he was forced

to submit. In the same manner, if the fleet that sailed six

weeks ago from the port of Toulon, had attacked and taken

the most valuable territory of the empire, destroyed our fleet,

and made captive the army in America, we must not condemn
the ministry as the cause of our misfortunes ; they could not

avoid it ; they did all that men could do, but the winds of

Heaven were against them, and the winds of Heaven were

alone the destroyers we ought to condemn. It has been re-

peatedly urged by the noble lord, that it is not possible for

administration to defend all our extended empire from the

encroachments of the enemy. True: but is there any one
part of the empire at this moment defended, except Ports-

mouth ? Have the ministry put their own defensive plan into

execution ? Ridiculous and inadequate in our situation as a

defensive plan is, have they even begun upon that ? Nature
has assisted them most materially in this task. The Gut of

Gibraltar is a kind of general protection for our Meditei'-

ranean domiiiions ; a fleet stationed there, prevents those of'

our enemies from sailing;—and yet, so blind and indifferent

VOL. I. K
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have ministers been, that no fleet is stationed there for that

purpose. We cannot, as the noble lord says, number ships

with France and Spain. This superiority is multipHed by

our acquiescence. It is not the greater number of ships that

a state actually possesses, but the number employed in action

that constitutes superiority. If France has twelve line of

battle ships at sea, while we have forty-two in port, she is

superior. Instead of defending, let us attack. One great

stroke of policy must now be attempted, as one great, sudden^

unexpected stroke can alone, in our present situation, save

us: such a one as that which determined the fate of the

last war, and such a one as might now be effected. Need
I say that the capture of the Spanish flotilla would be an issue

to the conflict. To effect such an object, the hands of go-

vernment must be strengthened, great, prodigious supplies

must be granted, the nerves of war must be strained to their

extent, and, for that purpose, this House must and ought

to continue to sit. Money will be wanted in the course of

the summer, and it will be necessary for the House of Com-
mons to find it somewhere. Deplorable as our situation is,

it is nevertheless not desperate, for Great Britain cannot

despair, provided her ministers are as able to plan as she is-

to execute.

The House divided on Mr. Hartley's motion

:

Tellers. Tellers.

*, fMr. Fox 7 XT f Sir William Gordon 7Y=^«
JMr. Turner! SI" Noes }^^ ^o^,^,on J

'°^

So it passed in the negative.

Amendment to the Address on the King's Speech a-f

THE Opening of the Session.

November 26.

THE King opened the session with a speech from the throne,

replete with complaints of the unexampled and unprovoked
hostility of the court of France. With regard to the events of

the war, it was short and inexplicit
;
grounding the hopes of suc-

cess on future exertions, on the state of preparation, and on the

spirit of the people, more than on the actions of the campaign

;

which were alluded to with a coldness that might easily be con-
strued into censure. Notice was, however, taken of the pro-
tection afforded to commerce, and ofthe large reprisals made upon
the injurious aggressors. The professions of neutral powers were

12
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represented as friendly ; but their armaments suspicious : the fai-

lure of the conciliatory measures was regretted : the necessity of
active exertions by sea and land, pointed out by the situation of
affairs, was urged in general terms, without specifying any plan
of operations : with regard to the American war, a total silence
was observed. The Address of the House of Commons, with the
usual professions of attachment and support, repeated, in nearly
the same expressions, the sentiments contained in tlie speech.
Mr. Thomas Townshend moved, to substitute in place of part
of the address the following amendment: " To assure his majesty,
that with the truest zeal for the honour of the crown, and the
warmest affection for his majesty's person and family, we are
ready to give the most ample support to such measures as may be
thought necessary for the defence of these kingdoms, or for frus •

trating the designs of that restless power which has so often dis

turbed the peace of Europe : but that we think it one of our most
important duties, in the present melanclioly posture of affairs, to
enquire by what fatal councils, or unhappy systems of policy, this

country has been reduced from that splendid situation which, in

the early part of his majesty's reign, made her the envy of all

Europe, to such a dangerous state as that which has of late called

forth our utmost exertions without any adequate benefit."

Mr. Fox rose and said

:

I rise, sir, to second the amendment made by my right

honourable friend, because I wish as muchms he does to

promote an enquiry into the misconduct and incapacity of

his majesty's present ministers. I know that views of suc-

ceeding to some one of the offices filled by them, will be
assigned as the motives of my conduct in opposing them, but

we are now in a situation which obliges me to neglect all such
considerations. I think myself so loudly called upon by my
duty to my country, that I will freely expose my character

to public animadversion, while I pursue that line which my
duty marks out. Nobody is more sensible than I am of the

necessity of unanimity at this juncture, and I wish I had the

opportunity afforded me of supporting the ministry with jus-

tice to the country : but that, Sir, can never be the case with

the present. I know them too well to do so, and shall feel

it ray duty to give them every opposition in my power, I

know that doing so will be called clogging the wheels of go-

vernment at a time when they ought to be assisted by every

man; but. Sir, they have reduced us to that paradojdcai

situation, that I must choose one of two evils, for they have
not left us the power of choosing any good : it is a paradox
in fact, and I will take that part which appears to me to be,

though bad, the best ; I must, consequently, use all my ex-

ertions to remove the present ministry, by using every means
in my power to clog them in this House, to clog them out

K 2
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ofthis House, and to clog every thing they engage in while

they continue in office ; and I will do so, because I consider

this to be less ruinous than to submit any longer to their

blundering system of politics.

What, Sir, is our situation on entering into the present

war with France, compared with what it was at the begin-

ning of the last ? England was then at the height of her hap-

piness, and I may add of her riches and commerce ; all her

resources were fresh and untouched, and in the full vigour

of strength ; but at the beginning of this we have been en-

gaged in a four years expensive, ruinous, fruitless war ; and
now that, by a complication of blunders, ministers have

brought us to this point, they impudently call upon us for

unanimity, and desire we should continue them in office, (for

that is the object of the address) to blunder in a second war
as they have done throughout the first.

His majesty, in his speech, tells us, that our effiarts have not

been attended with all the success which the justice of our

cause and the vigour of our exertions seemed to promise.

The speech is allowed on all hands to be the speech of the

minister; it is parliamentary so to consider it; and I will

tell the noble lord that this assertion is not founded in fact,—
that the speech is false : that you have had more success than

you deserved, and that you ought to be happy at the issue

of your exertions, and contented that things are no worse;

you have had every success that could be expected fiom the

measures of the noble lord, and more,— for you have escaped.

Your fleet was sent out under that brave and able commander
Admiral Keppel, twenty sail only to meet thirty ships of the

line, that fleet on which your existence depended, and which

alone stood between you and an invasion; the noble lord

-gave every chance of its being destroyed by inequality of

numbers, and your navy at one blow totally ruined : it es-

caped ; that could never have been expected. M. D'Estaing
left Toulon and went into the Mediterranean ; when his

destination was no longer doubtfiil, no fleet was sent after

]iim to where he might have been eftectually stO})ped : he was
suffered to go out again, and to proceed with the treaty and
the French ambassador on board, which the noble lord well

knew; he had an uncommonly bad passage across the At-
lantic, and thereby you escaped in America ; an event that

could not have been expected. Admiral Byron was sent

out to America at such a time that it was barely possible he
should arrive in time to succour that brave and excellent com-
mander, the noble lord whom I am happy to see now in liis

place : by his conduct he was able to preserve the fleet under

-his command, such as it was, and it escaped;— that too could.
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not have been expected. I say, therefore, that you have had
better issue in every quarter than could possibly have been

hoped for, and that consequently the speech not only asserts a

falsehood, but throws an unjust, an illiberal censure upon the

commanders employed in the service of the crown, which ought

alone to fall upon the ministry.

What, Sir, does the speech next insinuate ? That the com-
missioners sent out to America have been equally censurable

in not executing the " conciliatory measures planned by the

wisdom and temper of parliament." What were those plans

of parliament ? for I never heard of them before. That the

commissioners should be sent out in the dark as to every thing

intended—was that the plan of parliament? That General

Clinton should leave Philadelphia without giving the commis-
sioners two hours warning, and that distrust should be saddled

on them the moment of their arrival—was that the plan of

parliament? That they should offer terms of reconciliation

equally degrading to this country and unlikely to be listened

to by congress—was that the plan of parliament? I never

heard of these plans before, and I now disclaim all share in

them. Parliament formed no plans, but the ministry did, and
we now see what they were ; the speech is a libel upon parlia-

ment when it attributes to us such pitiful plans; the speech is

slanderous and libellous in calling them plans of parliament.

Sir, of all the commanders employed by the present minis-

try, of all the officers who have served under them, let me
ask whether there is one who has not quarrelled with, and left

them in disgust ? In what single instance have the ministry

succeeded ? And surely no ministry was ever uniformly un-

successful that did not plan unwisely? But there is a spirit of

discord among them that frustrates every thing ; the moment
any person is appointed to a command, from that moment
the ministry set themselves against him, from that moment he

is counteracted, and at last forced to throw it up ; happy if

he can retire from their service before his reputation is lost in

those expeditions which they first absurdly plan in the teeth

of every difficulty, and afterwards will not suffer to be executed.

There is a spirit of discord in the constitution of the present

ministry which must ever have the same effect, and for ever

prevent any thing succeeding under their hands ; that spirit

of discord in the administrations of this country has been the

characteristic of the present reign, but it never flourished in

greater perfection than at present; the ministry of to-day have

exceeded all that went before them in that respect : that spirit

has pervaded every branch of the service of the country, and,

weak and disunited among themselves, disjointed and torn

asunder, they laugh at opposition, and call upon us for una-

K 3
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nimity. His late majesty was not one of those princes whom
history dignifies with the title of hero

;
yet this country never

was at a higher pitch of glory than during the latter part of

his reign ; because it was governed by a ministry so formed as

to have in its constitution the principles of success ; a ministry

who knew the interests of their country, who were unanimous

in the cabinet, and supported by the confidence of the people.

What a melancholy contrast does the situation of the empire

under that ministry form with the present ! How will it ap-

pear under the pen of some future historian, whose subject

shall be, not the glory, but the fall of the British empire !

Have the ministers no regard to the fame of a master who
has sacrificed every thing to their emolument or ambition ?

Will they entail infamy upon his name, after having robbed

him of one half of his people ? Instead of being celebrated for

those virtues and abilities which have extricated states from

dangerous convulsions, how will it sear the eye-balls of the

prince to see the decline of his empire dated from his acces-

sion, and its fall completed within his single reign ! His pri-

vate virtues will in the lapse of time be forgotten, the character

of the man will be lost in the character of the monarch, and
he will be handed down to the latest posterity as the loser of

his empire.

His majesty, in the speech, takes a great deal of pains to

shev/ that there is good cause for arming against France ; his

majesty might have been spared that trouble ; there is cause,

and cause enough, to go to war with France ; there was cause

long enough ago; and that correspondence with America,

which the speech calls " clandestine," has been known for

years to every one of his subjects : when was it the ministry,

in their penetration, found out this clandestine correspond-

ence ? But now that they acknowledge it is necessary to go to

war with France, what power have we to assist us ? I see none
mentioned, I hear of no alliance : No man has a liigher opi-

nion of the spirit or resources of this nation than I have ; but

you cannot enter into a new war alone; this nation is not

able to fight the whole world at once, and yet you hear not a
word of any ally or of any support. This one circumstance,

if there vvere no other, is such a damning proof of the incapa-

city of the present ministry, that I never will give my vote for

an Address which pledges this House for the support of mea-
sures which they are to advise and direct.

Look at your situation now and what it was this time last

year. What did the ministers then say, and what have they

since done ? They told you in the mouth of November that

there M'ere 35 sail of the line then ready,, and that seven more
would be fit for sea in the month of December. Now, this
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account must have been false; for in March you had only

twelve sent to America with Admiral Byron, and Mr. Keppel

had only twenty; that makes 32 only—ten short of the num-
ber they themselves stated to you, so that the account given of

them must have been false ; or if they will say that it was not

false, and that the other ten went to different stations, which

I do not believe, then was the admiralty sitting idle from No-
vember to March, without putting one more ship in forward-

ness, for more than three months, during which time France

was employed in fitting out fleets in all quarters such as she

never had before. They stated your fleet then to be in-

finitely superior to that of France, or of Spain ; superior to

them both together, but infinitely superior to either of them
separately; that you were infinitely superior to them on every

station : and yet, notwithstanding all this superiority at home
and abroad, Mr. Keppel was sent out with only 20 sail to

meet 30 ships of the enemy, and every possible chance given

them of being destroyed. Notwithstanding our superiority

and forwardness, Mr. Byron was not sent after M. D'Estaing

(who went out on the 13th of April,) until the 5th of May:
and notwithstanding our superiority in every quarter, the

noble lord who commanded in America was left without rein-

forcement, without even notice of the motions of the French,

to fall a prey, if fortune and his own conduct had not pre-

vented it, to the fleet of France. But the whole of their con-

duct is well known to the world : need I mention the sending

of a fleet of transports into the Delaware after Philadelphia

had been evacuated, a fleet upon which the existence of the

army depended, and which nothing but the most extraordi-

nary accident could have saved : need I mention the abandon-

ing Philadelphia, the taking and keeping of which had cost so

much ;—but, indeed, I will give some degree of merit to that,

as far as it was undoing what had been done, those are the

only measures in which the ministry every had my approba-

tion :—yet, if it was to be done. Sir, why did not the commis-

sioners know it ? why were they sent out in ignorance, and

. exposed as wanting the confidence of their employers ? On the

moment of their appearance they were landed among the peo-

ple with whom they were to enter into a negotiation of mu-
tual faith, with the seal of suspicion fixed upon their commis-

sion. Here again broke out the spirit of the administration,

that spirit of discord which we never lose sight of. What opi-

nion after this must America have of the commissioners?

How were they to venture to treat with them? There was

only one of the commissioners who could have had the ear of

the people in America ; he alone of the commissioners had

been their friend iu Great Britain ; he was acquainted with

K 4
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the temper of the province of Pennsylvania ; he built his hopes

in going out entirely upon the temper of that province, and

the moment he was landed you left it
;
you carried him away

•with you, and left those who were ill-judged enough to be

your friends to fall an undefended sacrifice for their attach-

ment : there again, the spirit of distrust and discord appeared ;

no steps were suffered to be taken towards a reconciliation;

no plan was formed, no hopes conceived on any side, except

the hopes, by amusing the House, of getting over the session

here at home.
How all the schemes of the ministry have been formed,

judge from their issue ; but consider for a minute how criti-

cally ill-timed has been every attempt. Terms of leconcilia-

tion were ofl^ered—when ? at a time when you had been baf-

fled, at a time when you were subdued, at a time when they,

had ordered your army into such a situation that it was

obliged to capitulate : was that a moment to be chosen to offer

terms ? But look back to what the noble lord has told you
himself; " he always intended a reconciliation, he always

looked after a peace, and kept it in view." Did he, then, en-

gage you in a civil war with your brethren in America till he
should be tired of an active scene of administration ? Where
was the use of entering into a war for a peace which you had
offered to you without it? But he will tell you, No, it was to

find the best time to make your peace, to find the best moment
to propose your terms : he looked for that moment, he was on
the watch for such a moment, and you see the glorious golden

opportunity he fixed upon for the deliberate execution of a

concerted plan. Good God, Sir, are these hands into which

you will trust the fate of your empire ? Who can listen to

such facts without indignation and contempt ? And what man
will join in an address to keep ministers in office who are ca-

pable of such mismanagement ?

You have now two wars before you, of which you nmst
choose one, for both you cannot support. The war against

America has been hitherto carried on against her alone, un-

assisted by any ally; notwithstanding she stood alone, you
have been obligc^d uniformly to increase your exertions, and
to push your efforts to the extent of your power, without being

able to bring it to any favourable issue; you have exerted all

your strength hitherto without effect, and you cannot now di-

vide a force found already inadequate to its object : my opinion

is for withdrawing your forces from America entirely, for a
defensive war you never can think of; a defensive war would
ruin this nation at any time and in any circumstances ; an of-

fensive war is pointed out as proper for this country; our

situation points it out, and the spirit of the nation impels us to
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attack rather than defence; attack France, then, for she is

your object : the nature of the war with her is quite different

;

the war against America is against your own countrymen

;

that against France is against your inveterate enemy and rival

:

every blow you stiike in America is against yourselves, even
though you should be able, which you nevei- will be, to force

them to submit; every stroke against France is of advantao-e

to you ; the more you lower her scale, the more your own
rises, and the more the Americans will be detached from her
as useless to them : even your victories over America are fa-

vourable to France, from what they must cost you in men and
money; your victories over France will be felt by her ally

;

America must be conquered in France ; France never can be
conquered in America.

The war of the Americans is a war of passion; it is of such '

a nature as to be supported by the most powerful virtues, love

of hberty and of country, and at the same time by those pas-
sions in the human heart wliich give courage, strength, and
perseverance to man; the spirit of revenge for the injuries you
have done them, of retaliation for the hardships inflicted on
them, and of opposition to the unjust powers you would have
exercised over them 5 every thing combines to animate them
to this war, and such a war is without end ; for whatever ob-
stinacy enthusiasm ever inspired man with, you will now have
to contend with in America: no matter what gives birth to

that enthusiasm, whether the name of religion or of liberty,

the effects are the same ; it inspires a spirit that is unconquer-
able, and solicitous to undergo difficulties and dangers ; and
as long as there is a man in America, so long will you have
him against you in the field.

The war of France is of another sort ; the war of France is

a war of interest ; it was interest that first induced her to en-
gage in it, and it is by that same interest that she will measure
its continuance; turn your face at once against her, attack
her wherever she is exposed, crush her commerce wherever
you can, make her feel heavy and immediate distress throuo-h-
out the nation, and the people wall soon cry out to their go-
vernment. Whilst the advantages she promises herself are
remote and uncertain, inflict present evils and distresses upon
her subjects; the people will become discontented and cla-

morous, she will find the having entered into this business a
bad bargain, and you will force her to desert an ally that
brings so much trouble and distress, and the advantages of
whose alliance may never take effect.

What, Sir, is become of the ancient spirit of this nation ?
Where is that national spirit that ever did honour to this

10
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country? Have the present ministers exhausted that, too,

with almost the last shilling of your money? Are they not

ashamed of the temporizing conduct they have used towards

France ? Her correspondence with America has been " clan-

destine;" compare that with their conduct towards Holland

some time ago :— but it is the characteristic of little minds to

exact in little things, while they shrink from their rights in

great ones :—the conduct of France is called clandestine; look

back but a year ago to the letter of one of your secretaries of

state to Holland, " it is with surprize and indignation" your

conduct is seen—in something done by a petty governor of an

island—while they affect to call the measures of France clan-

destine; this is the way the ministers support the character of

the nation, and the national honour and glory I But look,

again, how that same Holland is spoken to to-day; even in your

correspondence with her your littleness appears

" pauper et exul uterque,
" Projecit ampuUas, et sesquipedalia verba."

From this you may judge of your situation; from this you

may know what a state you are reduced to. How will the

French party in Holland exult over you, and grow strong

!

She will never continue your ally while you meanly crouch to

France, and dare not stir in your own defence ; nor is it ex-

traordinary that she should not, while the present ministers

remain in place. No power in Europe is so blind; none

stupid enough to ally itself with weakness, to become partner

in bankruptcy, to unite with obstinacy, absurdity, and imbe-

cility. For these reasons. Sir, I am against the Address upon
your table, and most heartily concur in the Amendment of

my right honourable friend.

After a long and vehement debate, the House at two in the

morning divided on the Amendment

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V CMr.T.Townshend") „ ^.^C Mr. Rice 7^,^Yeas
I Mr. Fox j ^07—Noes

j ^.^ -^ Goodncke} "^*

So it passed in the negative: after which the Address was

agreed to.
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Contractors' Bill.

Febniaiy 12. I
'J "J

g.

ON the i2tli of February, Sir Philip Jennings Gierke obtained

leave to bring in a Bill " for restraining any person, being a
member of the House of Commons, from being concerned himself,

or any person in trust for him, in any contract made by the com-
missioners of his majesty's treasury, the commissioners of the navy,

the board of ordnance, or by any other person or persons for the

public service, unless the said contract shall be made at a public

bidding." The bill was shortly after brought in, and read a first

and second time. On the nth of March it was moved to commit
the bill ; a debate ensued, in the course of which,

Mr. Fox rose chiefly to observe on a remark that had been
made, that the bill was a personal attack on those who now
held contracts. For his part, he did not see it in that light;

bufif the gentlemen in that situation present considered it as

such, they should have retired, as Lord George Germain had
done on a former question respecting himself. He main-
tained, that if the newly created ofiice was not within the

spirit of the Act of Queen Anne, the conti'actors were; for

persons holding great emoluments from government were
within the clause. The parliamentary effect of contracting

was two-fold, and both the action and the re-action tended to

destroy the independence of that House. He then stated the

mutual obligation between the contractor and the minister.

The minister, in the first place, said to the contractor, " I

give you a good contract, on condition that you give me a
good vote;" and in the second place, the contractor re-acts

upon the minister, " I have given j^ou a good vote, give me a
good contract ; I voted for you the other night, in direct con-

tradiction to my senses ; I voted, that we had 42 ships ready

for sea, when we had but six ; and, I voted that the French
fleet did not consist of 32 ships, when Admiral Keppel had
but 20 ; though both the facts lay upon the table. I have
voted all this to do you service, and I expect you will not

hesitate to give me a good thing; therefore, you must not

quarrel with me for twopence a gallon on rum, or a farthing

on a loaf of bread." And says the minister to another, " You
know I gave j^ou an advantageous contract, worth to you
20,000/., therefore, 1 must have a sure vote in you." Here
was the worst of all ties, a double influence, a reciprocity,

which this bill was intended to remedy. But perhaps the in-

significant advantage of 75 per cent, was nothing in the esti-
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mation of a huddling treasury board, who had currency and
sterling always at their elbow !

The question being put, that the speaker do now leave the chair ;

the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers,

V . ^ ( Mr. T. Townshendl xt S Sir John Irwin 1 ^^ ^^'
\ Mr. Grenville j ' H—Noes

J ^^^ Robinson j '^S-

So it passed in the negative. Lord North then moved, " That
this House will, upon this day four months, resolve itself into a
committee upon the said bill :" which was agreed to.

Mr. Fox's Motion of Censure on the Conduct of the
Admiralty, in sending out Admiral Keppel with too

SMALL a Force.

March 3.

X HE order of the day being read,

Mr. Fox rose:—He began with remarking, that the orders

of the House had been disobeyed ; that the papers moved for

some days ago, being copies of those found aboard the Pallas

and Licorne French frigates, had in part been withheld; and

such of them as had not, were not produced till since the

House met, by which means the members were prevented from

knowing any thing of their contents. The papers alluded to,

had been transmitted by his honourable relation, (Admiral

Keppel) to the admiralty-board ; and though moved for on the

I St instant, and though they could be copied in a few mi-

nutes, they were withheld. Such a conduct would fully jus-

tify him, in postponing his motion, that gentlemen might have

time to peruse the papers ; but as he meant to state them as

part of his speech, it would answer the end he proposed, which

was to shew the comparative strength of the respective squa-

drons, at the time the honourable admiral quitted the channel.

There was still something which had a worse appearance than

the mere delay; and that was the omitting entirely the letter

from the admiral, which accompanied the enclosures.

He then proceeded, and, in a prefatory discourse, after stat-

ing the seeming advantages which governments merely mo-
narchical had over those limited or mixed, made the following

observations. The general opinion which prevailed was, that
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ift governments merely arbitrary, or where the direction of

the power, force, and resources of the commonweaUh were
vested in a single person, or in a few, all the functions of go-
vernment were performed with greater facility and dispatch,

particularly in times of war. Secresy, which was the life of

counsel, was secured ; dispatch and vigour were only bounded
by the abilities of the state. The blow was struck, or the ne-

cessary precautions were taken, as it were, before the cause

was known ; and the people acquiesced in the power and wis-

dom of their rulers. On the other hand, in governments
where the political machine consisted of different movements,
where its parts were more complex, and the motion of tlie

whole depended upon a combination of various movements, its

motions were slower; they were regular, but less vigorous;

they were liable to be defeated, because their stated progress

was made public, before the pi'oposed effect could take place.

This was a speculative proposition, that no man could deny.

Indeed, on the first hearing, it commanded assent. It was an

abstract proposition, equally clear, that those advantages aris-

ing in arbitrary governments were balanced by others enjoyed

in free governments. The latter were better calculated for

times of peace. Men were more effectually protected in their

persons and properties ; they gave encouragement to the exer-

tions of private individuals ; they called forth talents out of

obscurity, into the service of the state ; they were favourable

to mercantile adventure, to the extension of trade and com-
merce; they inspired a love of country, and a spirit of honest

independency; in short, free governments, while they put

every man upon a level, and rendered him independent of

ever}' thing but the law, combined every member of the so-

ciety in one common interest, and created a personal, as well

as public pride, which, when properly directed and judiciously

restrained, was the stroiigest excitement to great and glorious

actions.

Such were on one hand, the advantages that in theory were

supposed to be annexed to governments, where the whole

power of the community was vested in, and exercised by, a

single person ; and such on the other, were the distinguishing

characteristics of governments constituted upon the broad basis

of public freedom. But, although in theory, each proposition

seemed equally evident, experience held a different language.

The truth was, that the arts of peace had not, at all times,

been more successfully cultivated in states republican and free,

nor yet those of wax-, in countries purely arbitrary and despotic.

No nations had been more successful in war than those in

which the body of the people had a share in the public

counsels ; none had oftener failed, than those who excluded



142 MOTION OF CENSURE ON THE ADMIRALTY. [March 3,

them entirely from interfering in the administration of pubhc
aflairs.

The ancient republics cf Greece and Rome exhibited the

stron crest proofs of the former. This country would remain a

mcmument to the end of time, of the fortunate and almost

irresistible exertions of a mixed government. Holland and
Switzerland further confirmed the truth of this proposition,

that no form of government is so well calculated for the hap-

piness of its subjects, for internal prosperity, and external

strength, as that in which the power is delegated by the

people, and exercised by the executive power under their

controul.

The reason which struck him was this : the legislative and
executive powers of the state, being separate and distinct, the

crown and its ministers are conditionally vested with as much
power as is necessary for the discharge of the trust committed

to their care. The executive pov/er may make peace and
war ; may enter into alliances ; may incur expences ; may, in

shoit, adopt every measure, which the tenns of such a trust

can be supposed to imply, in as full and ample a manner as

they think proper ; followed only with this single condition,

that they are responsible to parhament for their conduct. If

they act neghgentl}', corruptly, or traitorously, they do it at

their peril—at the hazard of then- lives, honours, and for-

tunes ; whereas, in arbitrary governments, v.here men are

subject to the same failings and vices, being not subject to a

like controul, or to be called to any account for their conduct,

their conduct being directed by the only person in whose

power it is to disgrace or punish them, so long as they pre-

serve the confidence of the sovereign they have nothing to

fear, or to deter them from giving the most pernicious counsels

their ambition or personal interests may prompt them to.

They have no accounts or after-reckonings to settle with the

public, whom they have oppressed or betrayed ; if they have

been able to flatter a weak prince into a favourable opinion of

their services, or to persuade a wicked one, that their inca-

pacity was the effect of a zeal for his person, and an implicit

obedience to his commands, they are sure to be honoured and

caressed at court, while, perhaps, they are execrated and de-

tested throughout the nation.

How far the doctrine of a free government, retaining a

dernier controul over the executive power, was applicable to

the constitution of this country, was a subject worthy of the^

particular attention of the House, because it was a matter

most intimately connected with the subject of debate of the

present day. The controul he alluded to, was the inquisi-

torial power vested in that House ; a controul, which he pre-
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sumed no gentleman present would deny had been so bene-
ficially and saccessfuUy exercised upon many former occasions.

It amounted faii-ly to this: w ^ hav^e confided in administra-

tion, for tho efK-'Cting sach and such purposes, which can be
better brought about by the few than the many ; the trust is

conditional; we, who have delegated the power, reserve a
right to withdraw our confidence, when we discover that it

has been improperly bestowed or abused ; a want of ability or

integrity, equally disqualifies the persons intrusted, and sub-

jects them to punishment or dismissal, according to the parti-

cular circumstances of the case. He said, parliament might
forbear the exercise of this right of punishment and enquiry,

but they could not divest themselves of it, it being of the

very essence of the constitution : they had a right to exercise

it in two ways; the one by way of prevention, the other

judicially. It was the duty of parliament to remove, npon
good grounds, in order to put a stop to further evils. Wicked
and weak counsellors were proper objects of removal, in the

first instance ; of condign punishment upon a constitutional

investigation, and legal proceedings, in the second. Parlia-

ment stood between the people and the executive power ; and
it was only through that medium the people could constitu-

tionally seek, or legally obtain, redress.

He was free to acknowledge, that the motion of the present

day was founded strictly in the principles he had now laid

down ; it looked immediately to removal as the first step to

enquiry, and consequent punishment. It might be said, and
he expected to hear it urged with all imaginable confidence

and plausibility, " What ! criminate without cause, and pu-
nish without proof ! Would you condemn a person absent,

and unheard ?" Tlie proper answer to these questions would
depend upon the sense of the House. It would rest solely

with the House to judge v/hether the facts he should state

offered good ground of crimination. If they did, it would
afterwards rest with the House, whether the proofs were suf-

ficient to support a public accusation, or parliamentary

impeachment. It would rest with those whom the consti-

tution had appointed to decide in the last instance, to declare

whether the party or persons accused were guilty ; and to

direct the nature and extent of the punishment.
Ministers had hitherto evaded every thing which could pos-

sibly lead to an inquiry into their conduct, by revising every

document necessary for their acquittal or conviction ; every

thing which might lead to proofs of their guilt or innocence.

Tlie papers which he had moved for some days since, relative

to any information they might have received concerning the

equipment of the Brest squadron, afforded a recent proof of
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the truth of this assertion. The fate of that motion was, that

it received a negative ; and he presumed that many gentlemen
who voted in the majority on that occasion, voted merely on
the reason assigned by the noble lord in the blue ribbon

:

" that the disclosing secrets of state, which must be the case

if the papers then moved for were granted, would be dan-

gerous, and might prove of the Avorst consequence." This

plausible objection would be removed. The information ne-

cessary to su]3port the motion he meant to make, would be
grounded on the evidence on the table, which contained no
secrets of state ; secondly, the answers he expected to receive

to the questions he proposed to put to his honourable relation

near him, would supply, he trusted, what was deficient in

the papers : and, thirdly, nothing would* or could come out

but what was known to all Europe,, and consequently to

every gentleman present, who had turned his thoughts to the

subject.

He then proceeded to state his facts, and point to his con-

clusions. His facts were, that although administration, or he
would speak out, he meant the Eai'l of Sandwich, the first

lord of the admiralty, had, in the month of November, 1777,
not by a casual expression, which dropped from him in

debate, but repeatedly in answer to doubts started and asser-

tions to the contrary, made by several persons in a certain

respectable assembly, solemnly affirmed, and pledged himself

in his official capacity, that there were then 35 ships of the

line ready for sea, and fit for actual service, and 7 more in

great forwardness, which would be ready for sea in a fort-

night ; notwithstanding v/hich, early in the month of March
following, when the honourable admiral, by the desire of his

sovereign, went to Portsmouth to examine the state and con-

dition of the ships, there were not more than 6 ships of the

line in a state fit to meet an enemy. That after that period

great diligence was used
; yet, in the month of June, the

force actually ready for sea was little superior, if at all, to

what it had been stated in the preceding November. That
early in the month of June, Admiral Kcppel was sent to

cruize off the coast of France with 20 ships of the line only,

though by the papers on the table, taken aboard the Pallas

and Licorne, it appeared there were then 27 ships of the line

lying in Brest water, and 5 more in great forwardness ; so

much so, that the whole 32 were at sea early in the month of

July ; which force was accompanied by a much greater pro-

portion of frigates than the British squadron, the number
being 15, including those which were cruizing off Brest har-

bour. He then corroborated the facts stated in this narrative,

by reading such parts of Admiral's Keppel's defence upon his
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trial as directly applied to, or served to confirm them. He
also read the papers taken aboard the Pallas and Licorne,
containing an order for providing anchorage in Brest water
for 27 sail of the line, stating their rates, the flags to be
borne aboard them, and that anchorage would be likewise

wanted for five more, not then ready. The line of battle

consisted of one of 1 13, one of 106, eight of 84 and 80, 20
^f 74 and 64, one of 56, and one of 50 guns.

The conclusion which this state of facts supported was
obvious to the most moderate capacity, and must equally

strike the meanest as the most enlightened understanding,

which was, that when Admiral Keppel sailed from Plymouth
on the 9th of June, with 20 ships, with orders to cruize off

Ushant for so many days, the admiralty board must have
known that there were then 30 ready to proceed to sea in

Brest water, or they were ignorant of the fact. If the former,

it was an act of the highest criminality, to risk the fate of this

country on so great a disparity of force ; nay, allowing that the

French had but 27 ships ready for sea, the admiralty board
were no less blameable. Had an engagement happened, which
must inevitably have been the case had not Admiral Keppel
returned into port, the consequences would probably have
proved fatal to the naval power o( this country. If the western

squadron had been defeated, it would have probably gone to

the exterminating the seeds of a navy of this country ; our
trade would have been ruined, our coasts would have been
insulted, and there would have been nothing to prevent

M. D'Orvilliers from burning and destroying our two great

naval arsenals, Portsmouth and Plymouth. On the other

hand, pi-esuming that the first lord of the admiralty was
ignorant of the real naval force of France in the Bay, would
not the consequences to the nation have been the same ?

And was not his conduct equally criminal ? Negligence in

persons in high trust, to whom the safety and protection of

the state are committed, was not like negligence on ordinary

occasions ; negligence in such men amounted to criminality

;

and for persons in high and responsible situations to plead

ignorance, in justification of their misconduct and neglect,

was, in fact, acknowledging themselves guilty. But his pre-

sent motion not being immediately directed to punishment,

but removal, it was enough for him to maintain and prove,

that the fate of this nation was committed to an unequal con-

test, and that those who had wilfully or undesignedly led the

nation into so hazardous a situation, ought instantly to be

removed, as unworthy of, or unequal to the trust committed

to their charge.

It might be said, is not removal a kind of punishment ^

VOL. I. L
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In some instances it certainly was not. Here it was meant as

some degree of punishment, or rather leading to it. Tlie

removal was incidental, not directly personal, because the

object was the preservation of the state ; the measure of re-

moval was the measure adopted to the attainment of that

object. He said, the journals of parliament contained several

precedents of motions of removal, not proceeded with upon
evidence amounting to criminal conviction. Such were the

cases of the Duke of Lauderdale and Lord Danby, in the

reign of Charles II. ; of Lords Orford, Somers, and Halifax,

in that of King Wilham ; of the Bishop of Worcester, in the

Queen's reign ; of Lord Oxford in the reign of George the

First ; and of several others, whose names he did not imme-
diately recollect*. Tlie propriety of the proceeding was
manifest ; for if the mischief was great and the evil alarming,

and no other timely remedy could be applied, removal was

the only step that could suspend, or put a period to the eVil.

In the present instance, therefore, if the grounds of com-
plaint were sufficient to support the resolution, it called for

nothing more to justify removal. It might be said, are pro-

ceedings to stop here ? By no means. His motion was this,

he said : " that it appears to this House, that the sending

Admiral Keppel, in the month of June last, to a station off

the coast of France, with a squadron of 20 ships of the line,

and four frigates, at a time when a French fleet, consisting,

as there is great reason to believe, of 32 ships of the line, and
certainly of 27, with a great number of li'igates, was at Brest,

and ready to put to sea, was a measure greatly hazarding the

safety of the kingdom, without any prospect of an adequate

advantage." He was free to acknowledge, that if he carried

this motion, he would follov^' it with another for the removal

of the first lord of the admiralty ; and it would then rest with

that House, whether the facts stated in his motion would not

furnish matter sufficient to found upon it a parliamentary im-

peachment.

He had thus declared his objects without reserve : he looked

upon Lord Sandwich to be the head and mouth of the admi-
ralty board, and of course, in every sense responsible for its

conduct : and he was the more urged to say so, because it

would serve to shorten the debate, and prevent the several

members of that board who were present in their places, from
entering into personal justifications. In their judicial and
ministerial capacity they were only responsible : but as they

* See New Parliamentary History, Vol. iv. pp. O25. 6a8. Vol. v. pp. 1257.

ia66. 1299. Vol. vi. p. 50. Vol. vii. p. 74.
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had no direct communication with the sovereign ; as they were
not admitted to his councils ; as their advice was never sought
nor taken ; as no one part of the proposition stated in the
motion, though fully proved, could reach them ; he did expect
that the gentlemen occupying seats at that board, would not
take up the defence of their own conduct, as a proof of the
innocence of the first lord of the admiralty. If they could
controvert the facts, or justify them, in that case the subject

lay open to them, as it did to every other member ; but as

they were not answerable for the state of the navy in June
last, or at any preceding period ; as it was not by their advice
the squadron under Admiral Keppel was sent to sea ; as they
could not, in the usual exercise of the powers or functions of
their office, be acquainted with the state and condition, the
number and strength of the Brest fleet ; in fine, as they were
ignorant of the counsels which dictated the measure of senchng
Admiral Keppel to sea, they must, from these several circum-
stances, be exculpated from all blame on that account; at

least, from any thing which at present appeared to the con-
trary. The measure, whether wise or injudicious, presented

itself to them, after it had been considered, matured, and
determined upon elsewhere. They might retain contrary

opinions, but, as a matter of state, previously decided upon
in his majesty's councils, they had nothing to do but to obey.

The noble earl at the head of the admiralty, having all the

necessary information, could only decide, and be alone re-

sponsible, and consequently he expected to hear that sort of

justification which went to the measures and conduct of the

noble lord, only relied upon.

He did not wish to be understood (for he was persuaded ot

the contrary), that even if Admiral Keppel had been defeated,

and a descent had been made on this kingdom in conse-

quence of that defeat, a conquest would have ensued ; but he

submitted to J:he House, the very perilous situation this na-

tion, in such an event, would have been reduced to ; and how
incumbent it was upon the House to pass a marked censure,

and express the strongest displeasure at the conduct of those

who had staked the fate of this country on the issue of so

perilous a contest. In the first instance, the possibility of

having the seeds of all future navies, as it were, exterminated;

in the second, putting us to the hazard of contending for our

all with a raw, undisciphned militia, just embodied, and a

very inadequate military force, mostly composed of cavalry.

He would not carry his ideas as far as those entertained by

the French, that a landing once made, the contest would only

be, who should possess the Tower of London ; but he would

say tlius much, that without an army, without fortresses to

L 2
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interrupt them in their march from the water-side, our situa-

tion would be indeed terrible. No man trusted moi'^ to the

spirit and native bravery of Britons than he did ;
yet he could

not help thinking, that in the tvvo possible, nay probable,

events, of a partial destruction of our naval force, and an

invasion under the circumstances described, the ruin of our

trade and commerce then returning from the four quarters of

the globe, to the amount of many millions, our want of mili-

tary preparation and internal strength, the effect the whole

must have upon public credit, the facility of landing on our

coasts, and of pouring in troops from time to time, to almost

any amount, the means of supplying them with provisions in

a few hours, till they had gained a footing in the country,

all tliese held out such a correct picture of what might have

been the consequences of a defeat at sea, as fully justified the

highest censure of that House, on the authors of a measure

which risked at once our dearest interests, our independence,

nay, our very existence as a fi*ee nation.

He commented on the part of the admiral's defence which
he had read soon after he rose, and contended next that the

treachery of ministers to their country, the persecution and
prosecution of his gallant relation, demanded the utmost indig-

nation of that House. He went into a variety of argumen-
tative proofs to shew, that instead of trusting to an inferiority

in any engagement in the narrow seas, on which the fate of

this country might possibly depend, we ought, as an act of

necessary prudence and policy, always to endeavour to have a

decided superiority. Our insular situation, the nature of our

internal defence, demanded such a precaution, nay it was the

very idea of the noble earl at the head of the admiralty him-

Kelf, who had said, that we ought not only to be superior^ to

France alone, but that no person was lit to preside over

the naval department, who did not, at all times, take care td

have a naval force superior to the whole House of Bourbon
united.

He begged leave to repeat, that he wished for the fullest

proofs of the truth of the facts stated in his motion; but

ministers had refiised them under various pretences. Th^
House acquiesced in that refusal, and he had no more to say

pn the subject, so far as it respected what had passed. Th?
noble lord in the blue ribbon, besides saying that the papers

called for would give improper information to our enemies, said,

that those papers would be necessary for the justification of

ministers. Tlie moment was then arrived, when they were
called upon by the nature of the motion, to produce them in

their own defence. If they refused it, would it not be prirmi

facie cAadence, that the production of them would mak«
against and not for ihem ? They were refused in a very thin
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House, but from the present full appearance, he trusted that

the House would call for them, or diaw the obvious conclu-

sion. Be that as it might, ifhe could not procure the very best

proofs, he had submitted to the House the next best evidence,

namely, the papers taken aboard the Licorne and Pallas,

further corroborated, confirmed, and explained, by the tes-

timony of the honourable admiral in his place. With that

intention, and with the permission of the House and his

honourable relation, he would put such questions to him, as

he thought were necessary to prove to its satisfaction, the two
leading facts stated in his motion, that of the number of ships

under the honourable admiral, and the force under the com-
mand of M. D'Orvilliers, the day the former sailed from
Plymouth.

Admiral Keppel then gave pereonal testimony on the subject.

Mr. Fox put several questions to him, which were answered sub-

stantially as he had stated them in his speech. The admiral pre-

faced what he said by a few observations on the delicacy of his

situation. He avowed the facts stated in his defence, respecting

the condition of the fleet on his repairing to Portsmouth in March;
but acknowledged the subsequent exertions of the admiralty

board to have been meritorious. He said he was never more dis-

tressed than when, in consequence of the information acquired
from the Pallas and Licorne, he was compelled, for the first time
in his life, to turn his back on the enemy.

Mr. Fox declared he was perfectly satisfied with the

proofs contained in the answers given by his honourable

relation, that the fleet sent under his command was con-

siderably inferior to that of France then preparing to sail

from Brest. He descanted on the negligence, obstinacy, or

designed treachery of ministers ; their credulity in trust-

ing to the assurances of France, when so often warned froili

that side of the House, and when they had actual information

of the formidable naval armaments going on at Brest and
Toulon ; and their unpardonable inattention to the measures

necessary for our home defence, and the security of our

distant possessions. The only defence administration could

set up was, either to plead that they did not know the

effective strength of France, or that they did ; in either of

which cases, he should leave it with the judgment of the

House, whether their conduct was not highly culpable ; and
whether, in the first instance, they ought not to be imme-
diately removed, particularly the noble earl (of Sandwich),

who was, from his office, more especially responsible for the

measures pursued and adopted in the naval department?

His motion, as be observed before, did not go so iar as di6
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noble lord's removal; but, if it should meet with the approbation

of a majority of the House, he meant most ^ certainly to fol-

low it with a proposition to that effect. He then moved,
*' That it appears to this House, that the sending Admiral

Keppel, in the month of June last, to a station off the coast

of France, with a squadron of 20 ships of the line, and 4
frigates at a time when a French fleet, consisting, as there is

great reason to believe, of 3 2 ships of the line, and certainly

of 27, with a great number of frigates, was at Brest, and

ready to put to sea, was a measure greatly hazarding the

safety of these kingdoms, without any prospect of an adequate

advantage."

Lords North and Mulgrave defended the conduct of govern-

ment. The written documents, they said, were loose, indefinite,

without date, and did not prove the existence of the sliips for which

they required anchorage, but rather the contrary; and Admiral

Keppel's defence was of no weight, being founded only on the

information derived from these vague and deceitful papers. The
testimony respecting the state of the fleet in March, was erro-

neous, as the motion was limited to June ; and official documents
proved, that in July, 48 or 49 sail of the line were ready for

service. When Admiral Keppel sailed with 20 ships, D'Orvilliers

did not venture to encounter him, but remained at Brest till the

8th of July, and notwithstanding the admiral's return, his sailing

produced the advantage of facilitating the arrival of the home-
ward-bound fleets. The retreat was, however, censurable, being

founded on false information, and adopted without calling a coun-

cil of officers. Admiral Keppel made several explanatory replies
;

he urged that the information obtained from the French frigates

was proved true, by the engagement of the 27th of July, when
the very ships, manned and armed as described in those papers,

were opposed to his squadron. Although he had not formally

called a council, yet he consulted several officers individually, who
concurred in the propriety of returning to port.

The question being put on Mr. Fox's motion, the House di-

vided :

Tellers, Tellers.

V CMr.T.Townshendl ^^ xt ("Lord Mulgrave 1Y=^^
jsir P. J. Clarke j

^70.*-NoES
|^,j^^ j^^j^j^^^^^ j 204.

So it passed in the negative.

* " This was an unusual division on the side of the minority ; and the

minister shewed a degree of passion and vehemence in different parts of
this debate, which was not at all customarj- with him. It was observed by
»ome, who, from long experience, think they may form an opinion on the

appearances of things in that House, that the question would probably have
been caiTied in the affirmative, if the noble lord at the head of adminis-

tration, having equally perceived the same indications, had not immediately

applied himself to prevent their effect. For that minister, observing strong
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Mr. Fox's Motion on the State of the Navy, upon the
BREAKING OUT OF THE WaR WITH FrANCE.

March 8.

THIS day at half past four, the House being, if possible, more
crowded than it was on the 3d instant,

Mr. Fox rose in pursuance of the notice he had given.

He opened tlie grounds of his motion, which, he said, in

several respects, resembled that which he had submitted to

the House on the 3d instant. The difference between both

motions was this ; the principle was the same, but the former

one was particular and specific. It stated a fact which he was
sure no gentleman in that House doubted of who had spent

a single thought upon it j nay, he would venture farther ; a

fact of which neither of the noble lords themselves (North and
Mulgrave) who so strongly combated the motion, disbelieved,

" that Admiral Keppel went out in June with 20 ships of the

line, though there were then 27 certainly, if not 32, lying in

Breast water." The present proposition was a general one

:

it contained matter of public and universal notoriety ; it called

for no specific or narrowed proofs ; he would trust it to the

feelings and convictions of every honourable gentleman pre-

sent. That was the evidence he would adduce*: that was the

just tribunal he would appeal to ; on that testimony, which
every thinking man must secretly submit to, and every honest

man avowedly declare, he trusted the fate of his motion. He
would not examine this gentleman to the number of ships fit

for Channel service at the time; he would not trouble his

honourable relation to inform the House again, how many he
had under his command when he fell in with the Licorne

and the Pallas; he would not trouble the noble lord over

the way (Lord Howe) to prove our inferiority in America;

nor the whole world to prove, that we had totally abandoned

marks of defection, particularly among that part of the country gentlemen

who support administration, recalled both them and his other wavering

friends to the standard, by openly declaring, that the motion of censure

against the first lord of the admiralty went directly to himself, and to all

the other ministers ; that there could be no discrimination ; as they were
all equally concerned in the conduct of public aiFairs, they were all equally

liable to answer for the consequences ; there could be no separate praise

or censiu-e ; whatever reached one, must reach the whole. Noi'withstand-

ing this defeat, Mr. Fox did not abandon, he only shifted liis ground ; and
keeping his object still steadily in view, brought the business forward under

another form a few days after. As he had given early notice of his inten"

tion, administration rallied all their forces." Annual Register^

L 4
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our trade and commerce, our consequence and fortresses, in

the Mediterranean. No ; he should avoid any of these forms

so necessary to substantiate charges where there was the most

glimmering ray ofdoubt or hesitation, whereon to hang a loop.

But, was that the case here ? No ; he was certain it was not.

He should hear every fact and argument resorted to, but that

of the terms of the proposition being not literally and sub-

stantially true. He should not hear a syllable of the con-

tents controverted, but a great deal about, " Why come to

this vote at this time ? If true, the danger is passed. Why
criminate without the necessary forms of legal or judicial pro-

cess ? And above all, what madness to come to a vote, when
that very vote goes eventually not only to a censure of the

admiralty board, or rather the first lord of the admiralty, but

to the final overthrow of administration, and those imme-
diately connected or dependent upon it?" Before he pro-

ceeded further, he begged leave to testify his entire appro-

bation of the conduct of the right honourable gentleman

under the opposite gallery (Mr. Rice), for his prudence, sa-

gacity, and foresight. The right honourable gentleman gave

notice, on a former day, that he would oppose the bill moved
by an honourable friend respecting contractors, but he had
declined the combat. He perceived, by the complexion of

the House, that a certain description of men, who came down
that day to give the minister their countenance and support

on the present question, would withhold it on the other. He
admired the right honourable gentleman's prudence. It

would not be pleasant for the noble lord and himself to re-

main in a minority ; it would have an alarming appearance,

and might in the end be productive of several very disagree-

able circumstances.

-Such being the ground of public notoriety, such the un-

interrupted current of pubhc fame, such the acknowledg-

ments of administration themselves, he cculd scarcely recon-

cile it to respect for that House, to gc into any detailed proof

whatever, were it not as well to shew what ministers had not

done, what they had neglected, and the promises they had
repeatedly made, as the means which the nation and that

House had put into theii' hands, and the sanguine expecta-

tions they had to form upon such means and such assurances.

To lay this as part of the basis on which his motion was

to rest, he begged leave to state a few particular facts from

t^e papers on the table, which contained a series of five years

of peace at two respective periods ; the one including the five

years following the treaty of peace entered into at Aix-la-

Chapelle ; the other the five years of peace preceding the year

1775. These he read in his place, by whick it appeared,

14
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that the naval peace establishment which took place in 1 749,
upon an average of the five years taken together, amounted
to no more than 938,000/. while the average of the latter five

years amounted to 1,738,000/. per annum, or an increase of
nearly double. This, then, led him to compare the expence
of the navy at the commencement of the two succeeding wars,
to the peace establishments already mentioned. In the year
1756, the first of the late war, the expences amounted to no
more, including navy extraordinaries, &c. than what was
voted in 1778, with this difference, however, that the navy
debt of the former period was but 1,600,000/.; whereas the
navy debt of 1778 v/as considerably above two millions. Then
it was in proof, as well in point of bringing conviction home
to gentlemen's minds, as supported by every mode adopted
for discovering legal truth, that our peace establishment cost

lis nearly double in the latter period to what it did in the
former; and that the whole of our naval expenditure in 1778,
exceeded what it was in 1756, by full half a million.

If, then, our peace and war establishments, latterly, were
superior in point of expence, the next obvious consideration

would be, whetlier our naval preparation and effective strength
was proportionably superior, which might be reasonably ex-
pected; or whether it was even equal, which could hardly
entitle those who had the management of it to any praise ; or,

lastly, whether it was considerably inferior, and furnished just

cause for the censure of that House, and the well-founded
resentments of the people at large. By an authentic paper
which he held in his hand, it appeared, that the ships of the
line of battle in 1756, were no less than 89, while the present
first lord of the admiralty, in the first year of his war esta-

blishment, was not able to make out above 42 ships of the
line, with a very deficient proportion of frigates. He should
speak more particularly to that circumstance in his further

progress; but he could not avoid making the proper use of
these facts, thus contrasted, because they went to prove a part
of his motion, which stated one of the grounds for desiring

the House to agree with the vote of censure, that the state of
the navy was not adequate to the sums voted ; because the

sums voted during the last peace, were nearly double what
they were the preceding, while the naval force, at the break-
ing out of the former war, was more than double what it

was at present.

As the assertions of ministers formed another ground of
his intended motion, that consideration would bring him back
to the number of ships actually ready for sea at the begin-

ning of the year 1778. Towards the close of the prece^g
year, in December 1777, it was asserted by a noble lord in
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the other House; he would not forbear to name him, the

first lord of the admiralty : it was Lord Sandwich who as-

serted, not in the warmth of debate, nor in a hurry or pas-

sion of any kind, but coolly, gravely, and repeatedly in his

official character, that we had then 35 ships of the line ready

for immediate, actual service, and seven more would be ready

in a few days ; and doubts having been started of the cor-

rectness of this statement, as often as they arose, his lordship

followed them up with this observation, " That no person

was fit to be intrusted with the conduct of the naval affairs

of this country, who did not at all times take care to have

a na'V'y equal to cope with, or superior to the whole united

force of the House of Bourbon." This was the language of

the noble lord in the months of November and December

17775 y^^5 in upwards of six months after, the whole naval

force of Great Britain hardly amounted to the number stated

by the noble lord ; in March there were but six actually ready

and collected ; and even in June, when his honourable relation

below him (Admiral Keppel) sailed, there were little more

than the number mentioned in December, attended with this

additional circumstance, that, instead of being able to cope

with, or being superior to the united force of the House of

Bourbon, we were not, at the beginning of June and July,

even equal to France alone. On the 8th of July, the French

fleet, consisting of 32 ships of the line, with a considerable

number of frigates, sailed from Brest; on the 9th, Admiral

Keppel sailed with only 24, though six had joined or fol-

lowed him, between that and the 23d of the same month.

He did not confine these assertions to the noble lord in the

other House; for he had heard them frequently repeated,

confirmed, and stamped with the superscription of ministerial

authority, by the noble lord in the blue ribbon, and very often

urged and pressed by almost every member and friend to ad-

ministration in that House. He was likewise at Hberty to

add, that this motion neither tended to nor expressed any

exclusive censure on the first lord of the admiralty, farther

than mere removal, on the grounds already mentioned, his

incapacity or wilftd neglect ; the general censure was directed

to all the ministers equally. If he had retained any doubt

upon the subject, the conduct of the noble lord (North) on
Wednesday put it beyond a question, or the least degree of

uncertainty. The noble lord generously stepped forth, with

all his popularity and interest in that House, to do— what ?

To shield his friend, to share his misfortunes, to rescue him
from his enemies, or to perish gloriously in the attempt.

Formerly, the noble lord was content to share only so much
of the blame or credit of every measure ; " He had nothing
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to do in any office but that in which he presided. He was
no minister but in his own department." But now the noble
lord has totally changed his language : he lias taken at least

part of the responsibility upon himself, and divided the rest

among his colleagues in office. Be it so ; he has pledo-ed

himself, and his cabinet friends, to all the measures of the
admiralty board. The motion is framed accordino-ly. Every
honourable gentleman will now know how to conduct him-
self. If he votes for the motion, he will give it his assent on
the degree of truth v/hich it presents ; if he perceives its ten-

dency, and sees that it involves a censure upon all his ma-
jesty's confidential servants, then all will be open to him ; the
question will present fairly the alternative, " Are such men
to be longer confided in, or is it better to trust to further

contingencies, or at once withdraw our support ?" TJie noble
lord, by his conduct, or rather popular confidence, the last

night, brought the point to the issue now described ; and,
for his })art, he was perfectly content, as he thought it much
better, as it respected every side of the House, that gentlemen,
when they were desired to vote, should know the full extent

to which the proposition made was intended to be carried.

He then proceeded to his conclusions, which were, that

our navy was not in a better and more formidable state at

the end of the year 1778, than it was in 1754; that in 1756,
the expences of the navy were less by half a million than in

1778; that in 1756 nevertheless, we had 89 ships of the line,

though in 1778 we had not more than one half the number;
that instead of being able to cope with, or being superior to

any force which France and Spain united could send against

us, we were not equal to France alone. This he endeavoured
to shew was the case in the month of July, in respect of the

home defence, of our force in America and in the Mediter-
ranean. In June, and in the early part of Jul}', we were
manifestly inferior to M. D'Orvilliers ; in the Mediteranean,
the inferiority was clearly evident, and in America Lord
Howe was manifestly inferior to M. D'Estaing. Hence it

was evident, that not only the ends were not proportioned to

the given means, but that the first lord of the admiralty and
ministers in that House had broken their faith with the public,

and were no longer worthy of public confidence.

He begged leave to anticipate one of the noble lord's great

arguments, or rather pillars of debate. Says the noble lord,

" I was not the author of the American war. America re-

belled. I am not answerable for the events of the French
war ; it was the perfidy of France that made that kingdom
abet our rebellious subjects. I did not encourage the Bos-
tonians to desti'oy the tea, nor to rise, nor to fight, nor to
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declare themselves independent, &c." : though the noble lord

is conscious that he did not take a single step through the

whole business, that the next, 011 the part of America, or

France, was not literally foretold, wliich amounts just to this,

l^e noble lord confounds the cause with the effect, he presumes

that the effect took place before the cause, and the cause fol-

lowed the effect.

While he was upon this part of the subject, he said, it

^vould not be quite foreign to touch a httle on the repeated

assurances given by other ministers, as well as the noble earl

in the other House. When the first disturbances relative to

the destruction of the tea sent to America broke out in that

country, the language of the noble lord in the blue ribbon

was, " pass the Boston Port bill, and the necessities of the

people will compel them to submit." Well, the noble lord

Avas mistaken, the people did not submit. Says the noble lord

again, " send a few regiments, and force the Port bill down
the throats of the discontented and mutinous with powder and
ball>" That recipe not proving efficacious, says the noble

lord, " we will hold out terms to them," which gave birth

to his lordship's conciliatoiy proposition. The conciliatory

proposition was, however, treated with the contempt and
derision which it merited. It imported this: " give us as

much as you please, we will accept of it, and take aftei'wards

as much as we think fit, in addition ;" that is, " give us some-

thing, and we will then scramble for as much more as we can

plunder you of, either by force, or stratagem." The noble

lord finding himself bafiied in all his plans, at length grew
disgusted and angry. The whole force of this country was to

be tried, the most vigorous measures were to be made ; every

thing was to be carried by the hand of strength, and America
was to be brought to the feet of Great Britain, and submit to

" unconditional submission." This high, this boastful lan-

guage proved as vain-glorious, and the attempt as unpros-

perous as every other, to bully and deceive, to cheat and
frighten. The people of America had too much good sense

and resolution to submit to either.

In these several stages, gentlemen on his side of the House
were not unmindful of their duty. As friends to their coim-

trj', they reasoned, they ai'gued, they ventured to predict.

They did not— perhaps they could not bring that species of

proof which was required to support a criminal charge in a
court of law— they did not attempt to eliminate, censure, or

impeach ; they stated the facts which they heard ; they were

persuaded of the truth of many of them ; they reasoned li-

berally, they foretold the probable consequences, they con-

jured, remonstrated, and threatened. They unluckily spoke
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with a prophetic spirit; and when every clay's misconduct
brought us into that precise situation which openly invited the

interference of foreign powers, what was the language they
adopted ? " Take care of France and Spain." And what were
the uniform answers ? " The finances of France are exhausted,
her income is not equal to the expences of her peace establish-

ment : her navy is annihilated : she is on the eve of national

bankruptcy: she is taxed to the utmost extent she is able tq

bear : she is Vvithout internal resources or credit. Spain is in

a condition equally imbecile, and is incapable of assisting

France, or of performing the terms of the family compact.
France or Spain, however well inclined, will not set so dan-
gerous an example to their own colonies; they will not en-
coiu'age, foment, 'or support rebellion in the British colonies,

lest the contagion may spread to those possessed by themselves

in the New World. But allowing the worst that can possibly

happen; grant that they should be instigated by motives of
mistaken policy, of revenge, of false and dishonest ambition,

their state of weakness and total inability, with our decided
superiority, will be our best security. They know it is in our
power to chastise them. France or Spain know better ; and
if they were inclined to combine or miite against us, they are

not so blind as not to foresee, that such a combination would,
nay, must, terminate in their ruin and disgrace."

A time however arrived, when conjecture seemed to receive

some countenance from actual appearances. Mr. Deane arrived

at Paris in the summer of 1776. I happened to be in Paris

soon after his arrival ; when I mentioned the circumstance in

this House, I was laughed at. The noble lord and his friends

on his right and left hand observed, " that Mr. Deane might
have taken this trip for his amusement, or for business, or lor

curiosity, or at most in the character of a mere merchant ;" in

short, every motive was assigned but the true one> All did

not end here. Dr. Franklin soon followed, but ministers still

continued infidels, or affected it. Said they, " the doctor is

^n enthusiast ; he is zealous in the cause which he has himself

produced into being. But whatever his errand might be, sig-

nified very little, the appearances of the court of Versailles

were such as might be trusted to with safety; they were of the
most sacred and solemn nature. Dr. Franklin was treated

coldly, and with manifest neglect, nay, with contempt. The
court of France refused to receive him in a public character."

In short, the opposite benches treated even every suspicion of

the kind, as the mere effect of visionary fear, or originating in

faction, till that gentleman was known to have transacted busi-

ness with the French King's ministers.

So matters rested till a new scene unfolded itself^ till the
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Tobacco contract was publicly known and acknowledged by

the French court. Even then the appearance of delusion was

kept up; for it could be no more. The lame and ridiculous

apolos;y made by that court, was instantly adopted by ministers

in that House :
" It was only a commercial contract, dictated

by necessity. It had nothing pohtical in it, nor any seeds of

hostility in its nature. Tobacco must be had, to secure to the

crown one of the most beneficial branches of its revenue;

Great Britain could not, in the present situation of affairs,

supply the commodity, and a supply must be sought, where

only it coidd be had." So the delusion was kept up, till the

signing of the treaty betv/een France and the congi'ess dele-

gates could be no longer concealed ; not w-hen it was known
in that House, for he had communicated it in his place, in ten

days after it was signed; but when the rescript delivered by
the Count de Noailles, almost four weeks after that com-
munication, rendered the further concealment totally imprac-

ticable.

The folly, madness, and delusive arts of the noble lord in

the blue ribbon, and of ministers in both Houses of parliament,

were nevertheless exerted as strongly during the intermediate

period, between the actual signing and the delivery of the

rescript, as at any former one. " No such treaty," it was

said, " existed. France had neither the will nor ability to

carry it into execution." And to conclude the whole of this

political, farcical delusion, they desired parliament to agree to

the passing of certain acts, and to the delegating certain

powers to commissioners, though ministers, as it had since

come out in actual proof, knew at the very instant they pro-

posed them, that they must prove totally nugatory, and serve

only to render this country despicable in the eyes of all Europe.

He presented this argument in a variety of lights, and drew
the following inference ; that ministers acted mider the domi-

nion of the grossest and dullest ignorance, and were therefore

unworthy of public trust or confidence ; or from sinister, cor-

rupt, and concealed motives, and further urged by some
powerful criminal influence, operating upon their minds, had
wilfully misled, and by a studied series of delusions and a

preconcerted plan of impositions, had imperceptibly dragged,

or rather allured, this infatuated countiy to the very verge of

destruction. This was a dilemma from which neither the blind

confidence nor studied plausibiUty of the noble lord in the blue

ribbon could extricate him. The alternative was, that minis-

ters were either ignorant or treacherous. If ignorant, was

there a gentleman in that House who would trust his dearest

and nearest concerns to such men ? If treacherous, where was

the person who would be mad enoiigh to trust liis most im-
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portant concerns to men who, he was persuaded, would sacri-

fice them to their own dishonest and corrupt views?

He again returned to the substance of his motion, and en-

tered into further particulars in support of it. He observed,

that in April, France detached twelve ships of the line, though
we were not able to detach an equal number till about the

same time in the month of June. We gave France full time

to effect their purpose, had not the elements so remarkably
befriended us, which must have at once destroyed our naval

force in America, and as the c(msequence of such an event,

given her a decided superiority in the European seas. If M.
D'Estaing had not remained so long in the Mediterranean,

which was occasioned by adverse winds, it was probable that

he would have reached the coasts of America befrore Mr.
Byron left Plj'mouth. There were papers on the table which
shewed, that ministry were acquainted with D'Estaing's desti-

nation before he even sailed. Knowing that circumstance, if

they were able, why did they not detach as soon as the fact

came to their knowledge; or if they were not able, which he
believed was the truth, why did they not send out a few ships,

at least, to put the noble lord over the way (Lord Howe)
nearly upon an equality with D'Estaing? On the contrary,

the noble lord was left to chance, to meet an enemy infinitely

superior, and the fate of the fleet under his command, and the

army of course, exposed to imminent danger. The superior

genius of the noble lord, it was true, stood unrivalled ; for, by
an effort which had exalted him in the opinion of those who
thought most favourably of him, and had, if possible, rendered

him more dear than ever to his grateful country, he rescued it

from a blow which, if it had proved successful, must have pro-

duced consequences which it must have long felt, and which
perhaps could never be retrieved; but notwithstanding the

noble lord's unexampled bravery and ability, had the French
fleet arrived but even six days sooner, his experience and pro-

fessional skill would not have been sufficient. He must, with

the whole of his little force, have fallen a sacrifice, and with

liim, perhaps, the naval power and glory of Great Britain.

Fortune, indeed, had been very kind to us. We had had
our escapes in almost every quarter of the globe. She had
been our constant attendant. The ministry, on a former night,

complained of ill luck ; but he woidd balance the account with

them on that score, though he was persuaded that fortune had
fairly declared on their side. He would therefore try them
on the merit and wisdom of their measures. The noble lord

already alluded to could soon satisfy the House on that head.

He could readily inform the House how inferior we were to

Prance in America, as it was now well kiiowu and acknow-

.
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ledged, we had been in Europe. How did this accord with

the opinion of the noble earl in the other House, who pre-

sided at the admiralty board, " that the minister ought to lose

his head, who had not a fleet equal, if not superior to the

combined fleets of France and Spain ?" That assertion was,

and ever would be, alive in his memory. That noble lord had
forfeited his word to the public ; he had pronounced his own
condemnation ; nor did he see upon what ground those who
had hitherto supported the present administration, could con-

tinue to support them in the pursuit of measures which, from

the very commencement, were impracticable ; which were ren-

dered still more so in their progress; and, above all, how that

House could put a further trust in men who had forfeited all

future confidence, from repeated breaches of public faith, and
that in instances, where the honour, interest, nay, the very

existence of this country were most materially concerned.

The honourable gentleman concluded with mo\'ing, " Tliat

it appears to this House, that the state of the navy, on the

breaking out of the war with France, was very unequal to

what this House and the nation were led to expect, as well

from the declaration of his majesty's ministers, as from the

great sums of money granted, and debts incurred, for that

sen-ice, and inadequate to the exigencies of the various sen'ices

for which it was the duty of his majesty's ministers to have

provided at so unportant a crisis."

The motion was opposed by Lords Mulgrave and North ; and
supported by Lord Howe, Admiral Keppel, Sir Horace Mann,
Mr. Temple' Luttrell, Mr. Grenville, Mr. Byng, and Mr. Burke.

At one the House divided on Mr. Fox's motion

:

Tellers. Tellers.

,r ("Lord J. Cavendish! xt C Lord Beauchamp 7 ^^^^^JMr.T.Townshend]
i74.-Noes

|Mr.C.Townshendl ^46.

So it passed in the negative.

Mr. Fox's Motion of Censure on Administration for
not sending out Reinforcements to Lord Howe at
New York.

O
MarcJi 22.

N the order of the day being read,

Mr. Fox rose. He began with observing, that possibly the

resolution he should have the honour of proposing to the
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House, would, by the noble lord in the blue ribbon, be called

a strange one ; for so he observed it was the fashion with the
noble lord to term every motion which was proposed from that

side of the House, and which did not immediately meet the
wishes of the noble lord. He should nevertheless proceed to

open his motion, or rather his two motions, to the House ; for

he had two to propose, arid which, as they in a manner de-
pended upon each other, he had thought it right to propose
and speak to on the same day; at the same time assurino- the
House, that he meant not to trouble them with any other mo-
tion till after the holidays, when he should offer one more,
which would generally refer to all that he had already had the
honour of moving in that House. He observed, that he had
made several propositions, stating that our navy was not ade-
quate to the necessary services, from time to time ; which had
been negatived, on the grounds stated by the King's servants,

that we had 35 ships ready for actual service in November
1777, and seven in a state of preparation so as to be ready for

sea in a fortnight, and that in June 1778, our naval force was
such as to be adequate to all the sei-vices required. He had
made a motion direct^ the reverse, but the opinion of the

House v/as against him. His present motion would be en-
grafted on this negative, which he knew to be false, viz. " That
our navy in the month of .Tune last was adequate to the im-
portant crisis." . This being the ground of Jhis first motion,
and of his second, it would be productive of this dilemma

:

that our force having been adequate, and not properly em-
ployed, administration were deserving of censure ; or, if ade-
quate, that then it must follow of course, that the House, in

putting a negative on his motion, had resolved what could not
be supported either by fact or reason.

His first motion, he said, was, that the not sending a rein-

forcement to Lord Howe at New York sooner last year, was a
gross piece of misconduct and neglect in his majesty's servants

:

his second, that the not sending a fleet to the Mediterranean
last year was also a piece of gross misconduct and neglect.

The two propositions were substantially, he said, the same,

though directed to two different objects; because, if Lord
Howe had been reinforced, or the Streights of Gibraltar

watched, in either event the effect would be similar ; that o^f

securing to Lord Howe the full advantage of the force uiider

his command, or giving him a superiority in case the Toulon
squadron was permitted to cross the ocean. Here, then, the

alternative was, that either our naval force was adequate in the

months of February, March, &c. to these services, or it was
not ; if adequate, the not reinforcing Lord Howe was, in the

VOL. I. M
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terms of his motion, a gross piece of misconduct and neglect

:

if inadequate, which he had no doubt was the fact, the -cen-

sure contained in his motion was equally well merited.

Having surrounded ministers with this dilemma, from

which he contended it was impossible to extricate them, he

proceeded to explain what he deemed to be the true point at

issue, from what had fallen from gentlemen within doors, and
from what he had heard in conversations without ; that some
independent part of the House voted with administration, not

because they believed the force adequate, but upon motives of

conscience and justice. Said they, " We have brought mi-

nisters into a dirty lane ; we have encouraged them to prose-

cute the American war ; let us bring them through, and not

basely desert tliem in the moment of distress, occasioned by
measures of which we have been the authors." This mode of

reasoning, he said, was apparently mistaken, and the motives

misconceived ; they had not brought ministers into the Ame-
rican war, but ministers had led them into it by misrepresent-

ations of all kinds, by promises broken as often as they were

made, by false hopes, false fears, and by every species of poli-

tical delusion. He then made a particular application of tlie

whole of the measures respecting the American war, the pro-

mise of a revenue, of obtaining unconditional submission, and
finally, with giving up every object contended for at the out-

set, and promised in the future progress of the business. He
charged the noble lord in the blue ribbon with an act of pub-

lic perfidy, with a breach of a solemn specific promise. He
reminded the House, that in February 1775, his lordship

moved his Conciliatory Proposition *, and pledged his honour

to the House and nation, that he would never agree to any

measure which should go to enlarge the offers therein made;
yet, at the end of three years, after sacrificing thirty millions

of money, and 30,000 lives, his lordship, in the same assembly,

not only solemnly renounced all claim to superiority, revenue,

and internal legislation, but consented, by the mouth of his

commissioners, to the giving up the monopoly of the Ameri-

can trade, the appointment of governors, and all subordinate

officers, and the ro\'al prerogative of keeping up or sending an
army in any part of the empire his majesty might think proper.

From this state of facts he drew this conclusion ; that ministers

had led the parliament into the war, and had broken the pro-

mises which induced parliament to adopt the measure ; that

the motion, as stated by him, involved a dilemma which in-

* Seep. 36.
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controvertibly proved the charge of misconduct and neglect,

and of course, that those gentlemen who voted upon inde-

pendent principles were neither bound by previous engage-

ments, subsequent measures, nor any obligation of honour, to

vote against their conscience and conviction.

He then animadverted on the conduct of the noble lord,

whose arrogance, he said, was unpardonable. His unreserved

contempt of the whole body of tlie people of England, without

doors, was no less indecent than ungenerous. To treat his

best benefactors in so haughty a stile as to lump them indis-

criminately under the appellation of " populace, and coffee-

house readers," was a language that did not become any

member of that House, much less a minister, who, to be able

to serve his country, should always endeavour to be popular,

and secure the good opinion of the people in his favour ; much
less, a minister who had led them by the arts of specious de-

lusion into those dirty ways, which it would be very difficult

to wade through, without the utmost danger from surrounding

perils. He presumed, the noble lord included every person

who differed with him under the contemptuous description of

populace and coffee-house readers; but he begged leave to

remind his lordship, that his former motion v/as supported by

174 independent members, while those who voted with him
were either persons who, from their situations, were in a great

measure obliged to support him, or were composed of those

gentlemen who erroneously imagined that they were bound in

honour to get him through the dirty lane, into which his lord-

ship—not they—had led the way.

Speaking of the present ministers in general, he said, they

were so lost to every sense of shame, that they exerted their

influence in that House in a manner equally disgraceful to

themselves, and to those who supported them. Their argu-

ments in controversion of his late motions— motions which

were founded on indisputable facts— facts v/hich were admitted

every where but within those walls •— reminded him of

what he had once read in a book written by a man of acknow-

ledged abilities, though his principles were not much admired.

The writer he alluded to was Mr. Hobbes, who in one of his

prefaces speaking of the powerful operation of self-interest in

all matters of controversy, said that there were men who for

the sake of argument, when upon that argument depended

their emolument, would strenuously contend that three angles

of a triangle were not equal to two right angles, and that

sooner than give up their interest they would give up their

reason, and hold arguments directly repugnant to every prin-

ciple of reason or common sense. He applied this quotation

to the conduct of ministers and their adherents.
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He declared, that his motion warranted a great deal more

of argument than he had used, but as he had taken up the

time of the House, perhaps too much of late, and as in the

discussion of the several motions he had the honour to offer

within the course of the last four weeks, the substance of his

present motion, and of every thing which referred to it, had

been introduced into debate, he would no longer trespass on

the patience of gentlemen or mis-spend the time of the House,

He therefore read his motion, " that the not sending any rein-

forcement to Lord Howe before the month of June last, was an

instance of neglect and misconduct in his majesty's servants."

His other motion was, *' that the not sending a fleet to the

Mediterranean, was an instance of misconduct and neglect in

the king's servants, especially considering the early intelligence

they had of the equipment of the Toulon fleet."

The motion was opposed by Lord Mulgrave, Lord North, Mr.
Dundas, Governor Johnstone, and Lord Germain ; and supported

by Mr. Burke, Lord Howe, General Conway, and Colonel Barre.

The House divided on the first motion: Yeas 135: Noes 209.

The second motion was withdrawn.

Mr. Fox's Motion for the Removal of the Earl or
Sandwich, First Lord of the Admiralty.

T
April 19.

HE order of the day being read,

Mr. Fox rose to make his promised motion, which he gave
notice of before the Easter recess, for the removal of the first

lord of the admiralty from his office, and from his majesty's

presence and councils. He observed, that he would take up
very little of the time of the House. He meant only to recapi-

tulate the facts which he had brought forward in support of
his former propositions. It would be sufficient barely to state

them, for the purpose of calling them back to the recollection

of the House, and present them anew in two different forms

:

namely, as the state of the navy in 1 778 bore a relation to the

naval power of France, and its comparative strength with that

of a former period ofnaval preparation and war in this country.

To the motion itself, as a proposition to which the assent of

the House was desired, he expected to hear one plausible and
general answer given. He expected to hear it objected to as
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totally destitute of any proof to support it. It would be said,

" Have not the facts, or preiunied facts, which have been
urged on former occasions, been rejected by so many distinct

negatives, in the manner they were separately proposed ? That
is, shall we now agree to come to a general vote of censure,

upon an accusation which has been negatived in all its consti-

tuent parts ? Shall we, in the capacity ofjudges, proceed to a

direct censure of the party accused, though we have given a
previous opinion, that not one of the allegations is true ?" The
reasoning, he confessed, had something in it, otherwise he
should not have given the House or himself the trouble of

taking notice of it ; and he would meet it in this way

:

That although the House did not concur in a vote of censure

on any one of the separate grounds of accusation, it might
well concur upon the whole charge collectively taken. The
great waste of public money, the promises of the noble lord,

our inadequate state of defence in June, the neglect of rein-

forcing the noble lord (Howe) over the way, when the fate

almost of America depended upon it; the abandoning the

trade and fortresses in the Mediterranean, &c. might not con-

tain singly sufficient cause of removal in the opinion of a

majority of that House; but taking them in the aggregate,

they Avould furnish matter well worthy of the vote of censure,

which he was about to move, on the ground of wilful neglect

or gross incapacity.

The reason of such a mode of determining upon a complex
charge was obvious, and was plainly within the inquisitorial

power of the House. The House was competent to enquire,

to examine, and censure. Their jurisdiction could not extend

to punishment. They might accuse, but could not punish

any man, muvh less any one of their own body, in any other

way but by expelling him. When criminal charges, reciting

specific offences, were made, they could only be decided upon
in courts of criminal justice. On these occasions the House
of Commons, upon impeachments, acted as the grand inquest

of the nation. The present proceeding was of a different na-

ture, and did not call for that specification and certainty, which

the law justly and wisely required when a man was questioned

in a court of criminal judicature, and put upon a trial, on the

issue of which might depend his honour, his property, and
his life.

Such being the true nature of votes of censure, for removal

only, as contradistinguished fi-om accusations specifically made
and crimes distinctly alleged ; it followed that the same degree

of proof was not necessary ; and such had been the usage of

that House upon similar occasions, some of which he had

mentioned in a former debate in cases of votes of removal.
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Witliout relying totally upon former precedents, in support

of the doctrine now laid down, though of an age too young
to entitle him to a seat in that House, he remembered, that

he had been present at several debates on the Middlesex elec-

tion, when an honourable gentleman, now a member of tha4:

House (Mr. Wilkes) was expelled upon an aggregate charge,

such as that on which the present motion was founded. He
%vas charged in the original motion, for publishing the North
Britain, No. 45 ; for writing an impious and profane pam-
phlet, intituled An Essay on Woman ; for writing a libel on
a noble viscount (W\:ymouth) then in high office, relative to

the transactions in St. George's Fields, on the loth of May,
1 768 ; aaid for being outlawed. Here, then, were four se-

parate charges collectively taken as a good ground of expul-

sion. The argument of those who supported the propriety of

the vote, when pressed to tal^e the sense of the House upon
the several charges mentioned, was, would it be proper to ex-

pel him for any one oi them ? No ; none of those charges

separately considered, would justify the vote, but collectively

taken, they were sufficient.

He remembered the persons who took the lead in that busi-

ness : they v/ere the same who he expected would oppose the

present motion. He hoped, therefore, that they would either

decline any opposition on the present occasion, or acknow-
ledge that they acted unfairly and unjustly in the instance

alluded to. Whatever his hopes might be, he had very little

solid reason to expect so much candour at their hands ; at all

events, they would stand convicted in the opinion of every im-
partial person ; they would stand convicted of making tlieir

avowed doctrines and principles give way to their conve-
nience.

But independent of the precedent he had just mentioned,

bis motion would stand fully justified from its nature and the

object it pointed to ; for the question would shortly aiiiount to

this, without the shadow of criminalit}^ attending ii— is the

first lord of the admiralty equal to dischai'ge the functions of
his office with safety to the state and v/ith honour to the na-
tion? Has he done it; or what reasons have parliament to

suppose, if he has not performed his duty heretofore, that he
will act more wisely or capably hereafter? In fair argument
and common sense, the strong probability is, that he will not.

Suppose the noble lord ever so indefatigable, ever so zealous

or well inclined, the obvious deduction is, that according as

the difficulties increase, his inability to provide against them
will hkewise increase. It would, indeed, be absurd, romantic,

nay monstrous to presume, that the author of our very alai^m-

ing situation, should be the only person in the nation, to rescue
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US from the consequences of that situation. It would be tlie

last degree of folly and madness to expect, that a person, who
by his ignorance and gross misconduct, had brought or suffer-

ed this country to fall from the highest pinnacle of fame, re-

spectability, and naval glory, to the last stage of national

degradation, weakness, and disgrace, contrary to every prin-

ciple of public opinion and experience, was nevertheless equal

to the very arduous task of acting as the saviour of his country,

and the guardian of its interests, prosperity, and reputation.

He next proceeded to enumerate the several charges of

inisconduct, incapacity, or wilful negligence, which he had
brouoht ajjainst the noble earl in his three motions before the

holidays. He observed, that the noble lord had asserted, in

another assembly, on the 20th of November, 1777, in reply

to a noble lord since deceased (the Earl of Chatham), that

there were on the preceding day, to wit, on the 19th of No-
vember, 42 sail of the line ready and almost ready for sea;

35 actually ready, whose complements were 20,300 seamerk

and marines; 18,000 and a considerable fraction of which

were already aboard, and upwards of 3,000 seamen and ma-
rines not shipped, which would more than supply the defi-

ciency; that there were seven more ready to take their

complements aboard, which could be easily procured in a very

few days upon an emergency, by calling in the protections and
issuing press-warrants. This was the noble lord's solemn as-

surance in another place, but what truth there was in that

assurance might be easily gathered from this circumstance

;

that when Admirals Keppel and Byron went to sea in the month
of June following, his greatest efforts in the course of seven

months, the last of which was a period of war preparation,

produced no more than 42 ; twenty being sent under Mr.
Keppel, thirteen under Mr. Byron, and nine sent upon mis-

cellaneous services, to the West Indies, North America, &c.

He arraigned the bad policy of totally neglecting the Medi-

terranean, and not sending a squadron there on the first

notice received of the formidable armaments going on at Tou-
lon ; and if that measure was thought hazardous, there was

not, he said, even a colour of cause, for not detaching, in

order to reinforce Lord Howe.
He condemned the sending out Admiral Keppel with 20

ships to go in search of an enemy greatly superior : and con-

tended, that it was big with danger, and might have terminated

most fatally, had not the honourable admiral most for-

tunately fallen in with the Pallas and Licorne French fi'igates,

and taken them, by which means he discovered, to his utter

astonishment, that ministers had risked his whole fleet, in

order to preserve aj)^earances which they meant to keep with

M 4
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the people. They supposed, that Admiral Keppel might pos-

sibly not meet with the enemy, or if he should, that whether

flight or defeat was the consequence, they might be enabled by

their arts, by their emissaries every where, and their hirelings

in print, to shift the blame off" their own shoulders, and lay it

upon the admiral, the officers, and seamen. Their subsequent

conduct proved their disposition towards the admiral, and

their real intentions. For when they found themselves no
longer able to impose on the people, by its being known that

the admiral returned for a reinforcement, they were urged by

rage and disappointment, and shewed every mark of it in the

whole of their subsequent conduct. The first lord of the ad-

miralty never thanked the admiral for returning, nor either

approved or disapproved of his taking the two frigates ; but

permitted him to go to sea again without giving the least token

of approbation whatever, further than a cold official letter.

The noble lord, however, did not long conceal his senti-

ments under the mask of coolness and indifference. His
lordship soon acted in an hostile manner; for, though he

knew that Sir Hugh Palliser had accused, in a public print,

by a letter signed with his own name, his commander-in-chief;

and though his lordship afterwards knew, that the vice-admiral

of the blue had declined to call for a court-martial to enquire

into his conduct, merely on the pretence of not obstructing

the public service ; yet in a few days after, when that gentle-

man preferred an accusation, without any cause whatever in-

terveniiig, the accusation was received, and instant orders the

same day given to the admiral to prepare for his trial.

How was it possible, for any man of honour or spirit, to

serve with any safety to his person or character under such

men, whose whole conduct was fraught with oppression and
malice ? It was a situation no independent man would submit

to. It was a situation from which every wise and prudent

man w^ould fly with horror and disgust. The consequences

were already felt in some instances ; Lord Howe and Admiral

Keppel were driven from the service ; the whole body of sea

officers were discontented; and that zeal, spirit, union, and
confidence, which was the very life of military enterprize and
success in war, was fled, and the whole navy divided and split

into factions. How the whole would terminate was more than

he could venture to predict ; but one thing was pretty evident,

that the discontents among those to whom the defence of the

country was entrusted, bore a very alarming and ommous ap-

pearance ; and if some remedy was not speedily applied, he

foresaw, that ministers would finally accomplish that ruin, by
their faction and intrigue, the foundation of which they had
laid by their incapacity.
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After dwelling for a considerable time on these circum-

stances, he mentioned several others of a less important na-

ture ; one in particular, to shew the predilection which the

admiralty-board had manifested in respect ofordering Admiral
Keppel to be tried, though his accuser, Sir Hugh Palliser,

the next day but one, after the order was issued for that pur-

pose, acknowledged in the face of the nation in that House,
that he brought his accusation merely from motives of self-de-

fence, and to exculpate himself from a charge of disobedience

made by his commander-in-chief.

As a farther proof of the partiality of the admiralty-board,

which he considered to be entirel}' influenced, or rather direct-

ed by the noble earl, he said, tour of the members sitting upon
the trial of the vice-admiral of the blue were persons, who on
the former court-martial, had given the most favourable testi-

mony respecting his conduct in the action oft" Ushant; and
likewise, that the persons summoned to give evidence were

such, who either knew least from their distance from the

Formidable, or were otherv»'ise less positive or direct in their

testimony.

This led him to the effect probably intended to be pro-

duced by this trial, which originated in motives of revenge to

his honourable relation Admiral Keppel ; for if by any ma-
nagement, the vice-admiral should be acquitted, the inference

would be, that having done his duty, there must have been

misconduct somewhere, which he was persuaded they would
endeavour by this oblique manner to lay to the account of the

commander-in-cluef.

When he said this, he begged that gentlemen might un-

derstand, that he meant not to throw the least suspicion, much
less a direct imputation upon the officers alluded to. He
stated the fact as it struck him ; and it was fair to argue upon
it and reason by analogy to the conduct of other tribunals.

He understood it was a good ground of challenge to a juror,

if he was even suspected of entertaining a bias one way or

other. He thought it a very proper precaution, and the rea-

son was obvious ; because the law presumes, that the juror is

wholly to be guided by the evidence of the facts alleged or

controverted, and not by any pre-conceived opinion of his

own. The tenor of his oath is the same with that taken by a

member of a court-martial, who is restricted by it, to give a

verdict according to the evidence adduced in court, and not

from any opinion formed upon his own knowledge or pre-

sumed knowledge.

As a farther reason for his being persuaded, that the noble

earl all along acted from the same principle of secret enmity

and resentment to his honourable relation, he observed, that
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after one of the most respectable courts-martial that ever sat,

had pronounced the charge brought by the vice-aJmiral of

the blue to be malicious and ill-founded, ministers took no
one step to shew, that they were convinced of the justice of

Admiral Keppel's acquittal, or of the infamy with which his

accuser had been branded by that passage in the sentence of

acquittal, nor would since, if he had not given notice, that he

meant, as the next day, to make a motion, which they learned

was intended for the vice-admiral's removal. When that day

arrived, instead of expressing a syllable of disapprobation of

Sir Hugh Palliser, a noble lord (Mulgrave) who enjoys a seat

at the admiralty-board, rose and acquainted the House, that

Sir Hugh had sent in his resignation, and that the board had
accepted it. Still, however, he retained the lieutenant-gene-

ralship of the marines, and his government of Scarborough

castle, till ministers again learned, that a motion to remove

him from those two posts Vvas meditating. Here the}^ found

themselves compelled to do what they feared might have been

forced upon tliem. Accordingly the noble lord in the blue

ribbon, with no small share of visible reluctance, found out,

that Sir Hugh Paliiser had tendered a resignation of his com-
mand in the marines and his government, and that his ma-
jesty had been pleased to accept them. In short, he believed,

there was not a second instance in the annals of this or any

other country, of a person who had been so publicly disgraced,

being permitted to retain places of such rank, emolument,

and consequence, without any intention of removing him, till

by an unexpected address to the throne for his removal, the

consequences of which his majesty's advisers did not think

prudent to risk, they found themselves obliged to acquiesce.

He laughed, he said, at the pompous accounts of our suc-

cesses in the East and West Indies, which made their way
into the London Gazette, and said, they were of very little

consequence, when it was considered how dearly they were

purchased; particularly the latter, where one half of the

troops were dead or dying in hospitals ; nor did he think the

news just received from Georgia, was of consequence sufficient

to balance the hazard and expence attending it. He said, he

understood that Colonel Campbell was arrived from Georgia

the night before, and had brought an account of a victory

gained over the Americans, but this victory came accompa-

nied with a requisition for an immediate reinforcement. Our
very victories and successes were nearly as fatal as our defeats.

The troops under General Grant, the finest and best disci-

plined in the world, must return to America or Europe, or

remain only to fall a prey to disease and the effects of a

noxious climate ; and the return of the second officer in com-
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mand from Georgia, was a demonstration, that the expedition

to that province was planned in weakness, and mider the mis-
taken idea, that the body of the people were attached to the
British government. He said, that the force was inadequate
either to effect conquest, or give that degree of protection

which was necessary to unite the loyalists or neutrals to the
royal standard.

He protested before he sat down, that lie entertained no
personal pique or resentment against the noble lord at the

head of the admiralty. His motives proceeded from his zeal

for the good of his country. Uninfluenced by factious or
party views, he stood forth in behalf of the state, which, ifnot
rescued out of the hands, to whom the reins of government
were entrusted, must certainly be ruined, he feared irretriev-

ably undone. The part he had taken, was disagreeable and
painful on many accounts; so much so, that nothing could
have urged him to it but a thorough persuasion, that the pre-

sent or some similar motion, presented the only probable
means for saving the nation, and for the recovery of its former
power, reputation, and glory. He finally moved, " That an
humble address be presented to his majest}^, that he will be
graciously pleased to remove from his presence and councils

John Earl of Sandwich, as first commissioner of the admiralty,

on account of the general ill state of the navy, under his ad-
ministration, at the most critical seasons."

The motion was warmly supported by Admiral Keppel, Mr,
James Granville, Lord Howe, JNIr. Thomas Townshend, Colonel
Barre, and Lord John Townshend ; and opposed by Lord Mul-
grave, Governor Johnstone, Lord North, Mr. Welbore Ellis, and
Captain Walsingham. The House divided on the question at a
late hour, when Mr. Fox's motion was rejected by a majority of
221 to 1185 who voted for the removal of the first lord of the
admiralty.

Enquiry into tke Conduct of the American Wae.

April 29.

''I^HE House having resolved itself into a committee to enquire
-*• into the conduct of the American war, Sir William Howe
moved for the examination of Earl Cornwallis. The question was
put to him, " Upon what points he meant to interrogate the

noble lord ?" to which the general replied, " to the general con-

duct of the American war ; to military points generally and par-
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ticularly." These words were eagerly seized by Lord North,

who, working them up with the original into the form of an
amendment; under that colour nearly framed a new motion, which
he knew carried its own rejection along v.ith it. The words of the

motion in that state were, " That Lord Cornwallis be called in

and examined relative to general and particular military points,

touching the general conduct of the American war."

Mr. Fox said, that the intended effect of the motion, was

a public avowal of ministers to suppress all enquiry into their

conduct. How was it possible to judge whether they acted

right or wrong, until it was first known whether their plans

and instructions were founded in wisdom, or were in them-

selves practicable ? How could that be known but by the

opinions of officers serving on the spot, who were the best

judges how far the plans were practicable, or the force ade-

quate? America was lost; forty millions of money and

30,000 lives had been already expended ; the correspondence

on the table contained opinions diametrically opposite to each

other ; the commander-in-chief says in his letters to the noble

lord, the secretary of state for the Anicrican dejjartment, " I

want 20,000 men for the ensuing campaign, and I cannot ex-

pect to succeed with a less reinforcement." " No," says the

noble lord in his answer, " I cannot let you have so many : I

can let you have 6 or 7,000. You are going to Pennsylvania,

where great numbers will resort to the royal standard
; you

may by that means recruit your army to the necessary com-
plementJ' Well, the honourable commander proceeds, at the

head of a force he deems inadequate ; his army is not recruit-

ed in the manner foretold by the noble lord ; the operations

miscarry. How, then, can the House judge on this affirma-

tive and this negative ? Only by knowing from officers of rank

on the spot, which of the two honourable persons was in the

right ; he that said such a force was adequate, or he that said

such a force was not ? It put him in mind of two Hnes in an

old song, " You know you're in the right, I think you in the

wrong." After examining several other passages in the cor-

respondence, in the same manner, and demonstrating in se-

veral instances a contrariety of opinion between those who
planned, and the person who was to execute, he laid it down
as the only test to lead to a proper judgment, on the whole of

the conduct of ministers and generals, to examine \\atnesses

viva voce, to prove to the House who was wrong and who was

right. A refusal on the part of administration to admit such

evidence, he contended, was a clear acknowledgment of guilt;

they daie not face tlie enquiry, because they knew it would

lead to their conviction ; and they now by the most shameful

evasion, and a mere trick of debate, endeavoured to avoid it.
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under the most scandalous pretence, that the House was not
competent to receive or decide upon evidence respecting the

conduct of mihtary commanders. The noble lord in the blue

ribbon, who had recourse, because he was driven, to this piti-

ful shift, well knew that the question fairly before the commit-
tee was, whether the plans were practicable, or the instruc-

tions such as could be defended ? Afraid to meet the issue,

his lordship raised an objection, which he knew, if carried by
the amendment, would amount to a dissolution of the com-
mittee.

What did the papers on the table present ? a string of con-
tradictions between the general and the cabinet. Tlie minis-

ter at the head of the finances, after several breaches of pro-

mise and false predictions, tells the House, that the whole
strength of the nation shall be exerted; that 70,000 men and
a suitable navy shall be the consequence of those exertions.-

The general and admiral accept upon those conditions ; the

men and ships are voted; 70,000 men appear upon paper,

while little more than half the number ever appear in array.

America is lost ; the general is blamed for not performing im-

possibilities, and impossibilities previously ancl timely stated

by him ; but when a proposition is made, to know which party

is wrong, or which is right : No, say the offenders and au-

thors of our misfortunes, the truth can only be known in one
jnode by the means of a particular species of proof, and that

we are determined you shall not have.

Such was the case of his lionourable friend near him (Gene-
ral Burgoyne). That gentleman undertakes a certain service

witli a certain force ; he never gets half that force ; he desires

discretionaiy powers ; he is refused them. By a letter on the
table, he disapproves of employing savages ; he is compelled
to employ them. The noble lord, who approved of the ori-

ginal plan, who neglected to perform his part of it, who struck,

out of it the discretionary power desired, who forced savao-es

instead of veteran troops upon the commander, refuses the
testimony of military men, for the best reason in the world,
because he is convinced, that ifmilitary men were to give their

opinions on those particulars, they would and must decide
against him. The officers who served under his command
would, he knew, bear testimony, that savages, independent
of the barbarity and horrid cruelty of euiploying them, wera
not to be depended upon; that the force was totally inade^
quate to the service ; and that all the difficulties and misfor-

tunes that followed, down to the surrender at Saratoga, were
imputable solely to the peremptory orders which the general
understood himself bound to obey, by the striking out of his

original plan the discretionary power proposed, vyliich would
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have left him at liberty to vary his operations, according to

times and circumstances.

He attacked the noble lord at the head of the American

department, and the whole cabinet, for their insidious con-

duct towards the honourable general near him. He called

upon the subordinate instruments of administration to stand

forth like men and avow their sentiments. One learned gen-

tleman (Mr. Dundas) on the first proposition for a committee,

had spoken of the expedition from Canada in veiy strong and

decided terms, and had, without a tittle of proof, censured

the conduct of the honourable general who commanded it

;

the same learned gentleman had, more than a year since,

found fault with the operations of the grand army to the

southward. An honourable friend of his (Governor John-

stone) had not been backward or shy, in publicly declaring

his opinions upon both the naval and militaiy conduct of the

American war ; so had several" other gentlemen in that House.

He should forbear to lay any stress on the pamphleteers, run-

ners, whisperers, and coffee-house emissaries of administra-

tion; they had all received the lie direct from the noble lord

in the blue ribbon. It was now pretty clear that his lordship

was not their employer ; but as to those gentlemen, members

of that House, who, by their respectable situations and inde-

pendent spirit, had publicly avowed their opinions, he expect-

ed they would have the candour either to renounce them from

conviction, or maintain them upon those laudable principles

on which they had affected to adopt, or were walling still to

adhere to them. They were specially called upon to forward

the enquiry in its fullest extent, or honestly recant, and sub-

scribe to the creed of the noble lord in the blue ribbon : " that

the noble admiral and the honourable general had acquitted

themselves with the utmost bravery, fidelity and skill ; that the

honourable general's narrative brought home conviction to

every impartial mind ; and, that it would be wasting the time

of the committee to no manner of purpose, unless the object of

future enquiry was meant to be directed to an examination in-

to the conduct of ministers." If, therefore, the noble lord

should obstinately persist in his motion, he made no doubt

but such gentlemen as had censured the military conduct of

commanders in their absence, would be the first, if they

J should not have changed their former opinions, to give an

op})ortunity to those gentlemen to exculpate themselves, and

of course vote against the amendment proposed by the noble

lord.

He dwelt some time on the praises bestowed on the com-

mander-in-chief by the ministers ; there was scarcely a letter

wliich did not contain the most flattering expressions. But

14
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he mentioned tliat circumstance only to shew the treachery of

one, if not all of them. The noble secretary, while he was

loading the general with encomiums on his zeal, activity, and
talents, was secretly undermining him ; for the whole con^e-

spoiidence shewed that he never had his confidence. When
the general gave an opinion, the secretary answered him in

the negative ; he had his spies and informers on the spot ; he
trusted to^their information, not to that of the commander-in-
chief; so that while he made the general responsible for the

events of the war, he was, by means as foolish and preposte-

rous as they were base, endeavouring all in his power, to de-

feat the very measures he seemed so anxious to carry into

execution. He said, the noble lord's amendment went to an

actual dissolution of the committee, and an implied acknow-

ledgment of guilt in administration, by putting a stop to an

enquiry which they dared not meet.

The question was put on Lord North's amendment, and the

committee divided : Yeas 189 ; Noes 155. The debate was again

renewed on the main question, whether the motion so amended
should pass, when the question being called for, it was rejected,

although by a smaller majority than on the preceding division, the

numbers being 180 to 158. Colonel Barre then moved, in the

terms of the original order of the House, " That Lord Cornwal-

hs be called in, and examined respecting the subject matter of

the papers referred to said committee." This motion was nega-

tived without a division. And thus the enquiry seemed to have

been laid to sleep for ever. The committee was not, however,
dissolved.

May 3.

COLONEL Barce again introduced the business by a
recital of the transactions which had passed in the commit-
tee, and a renewal of the motion for the examination of Lord
Cornwallis. Mr. Dunning seconded the motion, which was sup-

ported by Mr. T. Townshend, Mr. Fox, General Burgoyne,
and Sir William Howe, and opposed by Lord North, Lord
George Germain and Mr. Rigby. Earl Nugent opposed the
motion, principally on the ground, that matters of great con-
sequence were yet to be brought into parliament ; that the at-

tention of ministers would be drawn not only from them, by dis-

tracting it with such a variety of objects, but that the very being

and preservation of die nation, from the hostile attacks of a power-
ful foreign foe, must be neglected, while the whole time of minis-

ters was spent in that House upon a fruitless enquiry.

Mr. Fox answered that part of the noble lord's speech,

which rested the impropriety of the present enqiury upon the

supposed interruption it would give his majesty's confidential
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servants, in planning and executing measures for the good of

their country. He believed that the noble lord, and every

other person in tliat House who had the honour or interest

of his country at heart, were perfectly convinced, that they

Lad very strong and cogent reasons to lament that the present

ministers had ever planned or ever executed. It would have

been a most fortunate circumstance for the nation, if tlie

noble lord in the blue ribbon, and the noble American secre-

tary near him, had been in the situation supposed by an ho-

nourable friend ; if they had been asleep in that House or
' out of it, the day that one or both of them planned this ac-

cursed American war ; if they had been embarrassed with

debates in that House, while they were deliberating upon
measures of ruin, folly, and national disgrace. He believed

in his conscience, that it would have been happy for their

country if they had never been born. But, surely, the

noble lord is not serious in the motives he has assigned for

putting a stop to the present enquiry ? Does his lordship

pretend to believe or foretel, should the present enquiry go
on, that ministers will be less indolent, less incapable, or re-

gardless of the public concerns? His lordship is better inform-

ed; experience has long since convinced him of the contrary.

He secretly smiles, when he talks in this strain. The rea-

soning built on such a supposition, is indeed highly laughable,

and can make no impression on those who see the noble lord

rise in that House and gravely urge such an argument, but

sentiments of mirth and good humour ; for instead of being

in town, when effective measures, directed to vigorous exer-

tions, and a proper employment of our national strength and
resources, ought steadily to engage their attention, the two

noble lords and the rest of their brethren in the cabinet will

fly from the fatigues of office ; they will b& amusing themselves

at their country-seats, for weeks, perhaps months together

;

and the great business of the nation will be left to the care of

a few clerks in office ; or if they should in their respective re-

treats turn their attention at all to public affairs, it will be
only to devise means, not for the defeat of their enemies, but

to defeat enquiries into their blunders, incapacity, and neglect

in parliament. The last summer in particular, when the very

fate of this country was at stake, v/hen we were threatened

with an invasion, he was well informed, that for weeks toge-

ther, there was not a single cabinet minister so near town as

fifty miles : but if they had been nearer, was it not preposte-

rous to suppose that person^ who were to consult, deliberate,

and determine by common consent only, could consult, delibe-

rate, and advise their sovereign, when they were thus separate?

If any man could suppose, that any good could proceed from
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such counsels, he pitied him, if he was sincere ; if not, he
would forbear to give his opinion of the principles of such a
man.
He then stated the necessity there was for going into an

enquiry. The noble lord in the blue ribbon had repeatedly

staked himself to that House on the issue of the American
war. He had called for a large fleet and numerous army

;

they were granted; but America was lost, 25,000 lives had been
thrown away, and upwards of 30 millions had been expended.
But to come directly to a later period, the noble lord at the

head of the American department, when he came into office,

had specially pledged himself to that House, not merely to a
general promise of success, but afterwards, in different stages

of the business, had pointed out the means. Such an army
imder Sir William Howe; such an army under General Bur-
goyne, from Canada, to co-operate with the grand army ; the

people in the colonies were loyally disposed ; Washington
could not recruit ; he had offered 3 ol. a man, but could pro-

cure none to enlist, even upon such exorbitant terms. Sir

Guy Carleton would have a force under his command suffi-

cient to protect and defend the province of Quebec ; and
afterwards the expedition down the North River would consist

of a chosen corps of veterans of 12,000 effective men ; besides

the great advantages which would be derived from the assist-

ance and friendship of the Indians in the neighbourhood of

his intended route. When questioned upon the great line of

public measures, (having declared his intention to breathe a
different spirit into those which prevailed when he was called

into his majesty's councils,) what force he meant to employ?
his answer was, " Whatever force the general thinks may be
adequate." After the first campaign, when asked what ap-

pearances of success there were? his lordship answered,
" every appearance of a successful and decisive campaign."

Now, if neither the force was adequate, and his lordship

knew that he could not expect a successful campaign, it would
follow, that he not only deceived the general, and concealed

his sentiments, but by so doing, he acted a most criminal

part, and was responsible to the House and the nation, for

all the blood and treasure we had thrown away. What was
one of the objects of this enquiry ? To hear the evidence of

men on the spot, in high command ; to shew in the first in-

stance that the general was not culpable, because his force was
not adequate, and that the noble lord had deceived the House,

because when he told them that he had every prospect of a

successful campaign, he had a letter in his pocket from the

general, telling him, " that no successful campaign, nor any

end to the war, could be expected, unless the noble lord sent

VOL. 1. N
"
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out a Tcry considerable reinforcement to his assistance;**

which reinforcement, at the time he promised a successful

and decisive campaign, he was pre-determined not to send.

The evidence contained in the papers went directly to those

facts. The noble lord's correspondence shewed that he enter-

tained opinions diametrically opposite to those stated in the

general's letter. How, then, was it possible to come at the

truth without examining those who were in high command,

and were present on the spot ? The testimony of Lord Corn-

wallis was necessary to prove the truth or fallacy of those con-

tradictory assertions. That noble lord could describe the

country, together with the obstructions and difficulties the

commander-in-chief had to contend with. In fact, he and

his brother officers, so far as their testimony apphed to the

force requisite to insure a successful campaign, were compe-

tent, and the only proper evidence to determine the opinion

of the House on the measures of ministers, and the means

they furnished for carrying them into execution, and of the-

possibility or impossibihty of executing them.

The motion was carried without a division.

May 13.

From the unexpected latitude which the examination of wit-

nesses, in the Committee on the Conduct of the American War,
had assumed, the ministry fomid themselves under the necessity of

appealing to counter-evidence to disprove some of the statements.

Accordingly, Mr. De Grey moved for a summons directing the

attendance of ten witnesses, which occasioned violent exclamations

on the part of Opposition. Mr. Burke decried the proceeding as

irregular and mifair ; ministers, he said, affected to applaud the

military conduct of Sir William Howe, and now, by a side-wind,

in a late stage of the examination, endeavoured to invalidate and
defeat evidence which they could not pretend to disbelieve.

Against this mode of argument, the former declarations of the

same party were successfully urged ; they had begged only for

inquiry ; if the inquiry proved merely ex parte, that would be the

fault of administration ; they might call evidence in their own
defence, if they deemed it necessary ; but now, these improper
objections were raised. Lord George Gemiain declared he had

- no disposition to accuse General Howe ; he principally desired

evidence to disprove the statement, that America was almost

unanimous in resisting the claims of Great Britain.

Mr. Fox expressed his surprise, that his honourable friend

near him, (Mr. Burke,) could waste a single moment upon a
matter, which, to say the worst of it, could only be considered
«« a mere informality 4n tlie mode of proceeding. Let the

I
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enquiry, in God's name, proceed. Let the most ample infor-

mation be received from every quarter, and through every
channel. Let every man of every description, who was in a
situation either in America or Europe, which gave him an
opportunity of knowing any thing relative to the subject-mat-

ter of the papers on the table, be called upon to give his

testimony at that bar. If he knows a fact, let him relate it

;

if he has an opinion, let him give it. What shape does the
whole subject, taken in a fair and impartial view, present
itself in? We have lost America. We have lost 25,000
men. We have spent upwards of 30 millions by this ac-

cursed American war. Who has been the cause of its mis-
carriage ? Is not that the question ? Who led us into this

war ? Ministers. What were our motives for entering into

and prosecuting it hitherto ? The repeated assurances of
ministers, that the war was practicable; that the means for

insuring success were adequate ; that the issue would be cor-

respondent.

When called upon, what do ministers urge in their justifi-

cation ? The war was practicable ; the means you gave us
were adequate to the attainment of the given object. The
war, had the plans been as well executed as they were wisely

conceived, would, nay, must have been crowned with success.

We have kept our faith with parliament, so far as it depended
upon our own exertions ; and if the war miscarried, it has not
been our fault. Still more; what was the conduct of the

noble lord at the head of the American department, the last

day this business was agitated in this House ? Did not the
noble lord, instead of defending his own conduct, accuse the

commander-in-chief with special acts of misconduct and
neglect ? Did not he charge him with wasting his time to no
purpose in the Jerseys, and with going round by Chesapeak
instead of going up the Delaware; and conclude that from
the delay occasioned by these measures, the advantages which
might be derived from the campaign of 1777 were lost, and
our victories rendered of no avail ; in short, that we com-

~

menced the campaign in Pennsylvania, when we should have
been thinking almost of providing w inter quarters ? What,
on the other hand, has been the answer of the honourable
commander? I could not have proceeded up the Delaware.

I Avas compelled to go by Chesapeak. 1 could not have forced

the enemy at Quibble Town, without s'uffering a great and a
certain loss, and running infinite hazard. Why so ? Because

my force was inadequate. I told the noble lord frequently,

that it was inadequate, and for that reason, that no decisive

campaign could be expected.

What is the language of the noble lord ? You say you want
N 2
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a reinforcement of 15 or 20,000 men; but I know you must
be mistaken : you want no such force. I have better infor-

mation than you. You can recruit your army in Pennsyl-

vania. You might have sent a stronger detachment to the

Highlands, or have carried on your operations by the North
River. You lost a month from your retreat from Quibble

Town, till you embarked at Staten Island ; and you lost

another month by your going by sea, or at least going round

by Chesapeak, instead of debarking at Newcastle or higher

up the Delaware.

What, then, is the object of the present motion ? to bring

witnesses to your bar. And for what purpose ? to prove that

the noble lord, the American secretary, was right— to prove

that the honourable commander and the noble lord the

adiniral were mistaken. The motion is therefore, in my
opinion, extremely proper, for several reasons. It will

amount to a fair issue, and the examination of the witnesses

intended to be moved for, wiU form one part of the evidence.

I must confess that, till the noble secretary stood forth, our

proceedings bore rather an aukward appearance. It was a
committee moved for by two respectable members of this

House, concerning their military conduct in high situations

of command ; they called and examined several witnesses to

several material parts of their conduct. But still something
was wanting. Ministers gave high testimonies in their favour.

No man accused the noble admiral and honourable general;

or if there was any thing which could be fairly interpreted

into an accusation, the fact or facts were not specified. It

amounted to no more than loose desultory conversations. The
noble secretary hitherto remained silent. His lordship, how-
ever, at length adopted a much more manly part; when he
found that the House had determined to proceed, he boldly

stood forth as an accuser in the manner I have just been
describing. One thing more only remained to be done, that

was an avowal on his part, of his intention to prove as well as

accuse. His honourable friend has, with his permission,

taken the first introductory step in this business ; he has moved
for the attendance of General Robertson, for the purpose of

examining him touching military matters; adding, that he
means to move tor the attendance of several others in the

mihtary and civil line. I like this for my part, because it

looks as if the noble lord was in earnest ; that he was deter-

mined to tlirow himself upon the opinion of the House, and
not trust to a corrupt majority in his favour, and to screen

himself by means so dishonourable and disgraceful.

We ought not to prejudge the noble lord, the honourable

commander, the noble admiral, nor administration. We
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cannot without manifest injustice, without betraying the ho-
nour of parliament, and sacrificing the dearest interests of this

country, judge till we hear all parties; nor then, unless we
resolve with one intention to judge without prejudice or par-
tiality. As matters now stand, it will, in point of form, be
necessary to allow, that the claims of this country over the
colonies were well founded : that the measure of coercion was
a wise one ; that it was practicable in the execution, and that
the means were adequate. I know, however, that America
is lost, and the nation apparently on the eve of destruction

;

but as to the cause of our disasters, I shall suspend all opinion
till I hear the evidence on both sides ; then and then only will

it be competent for me to decide, and draw a fair line between
accusation and recrimination.

The motion was agreed to.

May 18.

The evidence on the part of Lord and Sir William Howe being
closed, Mr. Eden gave notice that he would proceed to examine
the witnesses that had been moved for by Mr. De Grey, when the
committee should next meet. General Burgoyne said, he was not
prepared to proceed in the enquiry relative to the northern expe-
dition, not having any expectation that the evidence of the ho-
nourable general and noble lord would have been so suddenly
closed. Mr. Eden moved, that the committee be adjourned to

the 20th. Earl Nugent condemned the whole enquiry from the
beginning to the end, and moved that the chairman do leave the
chair. General Burgoyne appealed to the justice of the House,
whether, after the frequent calumnies, specific charges, and cri-

minal accusations made against him, it would be proper to put an
end to the committee ? Mr. Rigby rose up in great heat, and
after giving his reasons why he thought the committee ought to be
dissolved, the conduct of the noble and honourable commanders
having, in his opinion, been perfectly cleared to the satisfaction of
the House, launched forth into criminatory expressions of the

military conduct of Geaeral Burgoyne.

Mr. Fox rose, and most earnestly implored the justice of

the House in favour of the honourable general. The first

point to be considered was, can the honourable general be
tried by a court-martial, situated as he is in respect of the

Congress? Or, if he cannot, will it be proper to enquire

into his conduct in this House till he is released from his

present engagement to the Congress ? In his opinion, we
could send him to a court-martial by making a suitable return

in either number and quality ; that we most clearly could

proceed against, try, and punish him, for state or criminal

N 3
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ofFences ; and even if we could not, that the enquiry ought to

go on ; and if further proceedings relative to the honourable

general should be thought necessary, they might be suspended,

till the only impediment, real or pretended, which at present

stood in the way, should be removed.

He had heard no one sound reason yet urged to shew, that

the honourable commander might not be tried this instant.

He knew no law which exempted an officer from a military

tribunal. The right honourable gentleman had charged him
with ofFences of a very criminal nature indeed: with disgracing

the arms of his country, with rendering into the hands of its

enemy, a whole army. He would just make one supposition

more, equally well founded, he was inclined to believe, with

any of those he had enumerated. He would suppose, that

to the other imputed disgraceful ofFences, the honourable

commander had been charged with treachery, what would be

the effect of the right honourable gentleman's doctrine ?

That after betraying hh country, he might return to it when
he pleased with impunity ; and it would nevertheless be in the

power of those to whom he betrayed it, to protect him by
refusing to release or exchange him. This case, which as to the

fact of treachery, had often hap}-»ened before, and might again,

plainly pointed out the absurdity of contending that a military

man, as soon as he becomes a prisoner, is no longer a mem-
ber ofthe community, owes it no allegiance, and stands exempt
from every species of punishment, be his crimes ever so base

or atrocious, if tlie party to whom he has surrendered himself

a prisoner, thinks proper to protect him in his infamy and

guilt.

But, says the right honourable gentleman, on the second

head, that of civil enquiry and subsequent punishment. What
signifies expelling him ? what signifies addressing the crown

to dismiss him from his post and command in the ai'my?

Such punishments are by no means adequate to the mag-
nitude of his crimes, should the charges be made good ; and
as to an impeachment, what an idle farce it would be to

impeach a man, when you cannot punish him ! Here the

right honourable gentleman was, indeed, extremely unfor-

tunate and hard set to keep up even the colour of an argu-

ment ; expulsion is nothing ; dismissing him from his station

in the arniy is nothing ; an impeachment, he confesses, would

be something, if the hands of justice were not tied. You
may impeach perhaps, but you cannot punish.

Here, then, were a string of assertions, equally contra-

dictory to the feelings and judgment of mankind. Who but

the right honourable gentleman would gravely assert, that

expulsion was no punishment, or depriving an officer of the
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fruits' of four or five and thirty years service, the rank of lieu-

tenant-general in the army and a regiment of cavalry, attended

with circumstances of disgrace, were no punishment ? Or,
how was it possible to conceive that the same power which
could impeach could not punish? On the contrary, was it

not self-evident to the most moderate capacity, that at this

instant the honourable general was amenable to the laws of
his country, and was as liable to be tried and punished for a
breach of them as any other man in this kingdom ? It was,

indeed, a most extraordinary argument, that the worst or

most vicious man, as soon as by management o» treachery he
became a prisoner, had no more to do than instantly to return

to his own country and commit every crime the most corrupt

heart might suggest, and yet evade the punishment annexed
to the commission of such horrid offences.

He was ashamed to spend a moment of his time, or that of

the House, in refiiting such palpable absurdities. If the

honourable general was amenable to inferior tribunals, he was
of course amenable to the first tribunal of criminal justice in

the kingdom, that of parliament, where he was liable to be
tried on an impeachment preferred by one House to be heard
and decided upon by the other, or by a bill of pains and
penalties ; so that either principle was equally fallacious and
ill founded. He might be tried for treachery or disobedience

of orders by a military tribunal ; he might be expelled ; he
might be dismissed. He might be tried in a court of cri-

minal justice for offences properly and solely cognizable there;

or, he might be tried and punished by parliament.

The right honourable gentleman, with that confidence and
authority in which he usually delivers his opifiions, says, the

honourable general sits and votes in that House at the will

and by the permission of a rebel Congress ; but, as in all the

foregoing instances, he has forgot to adduce a syllable of proof

in support of his assertion. What book is it on the credit

ofwhich he hazards such an opinion? Is it on the authority

of any great writer on the law of nations? He was certain

not. On the contrary, it was well known, that a noble lord

(Frederick Cavendish) who was made prisoner at St. Cas, on

the coast of France, during the late war, having entertained

some doubts whether, being on his parole in England, he was,

as a prisoner, at liberty to attend his duty in parliament, and

having communicated his doubts on the subject to the court

of France, the answer he received was, that sitting and voting

in parliament would be no more a breach of his parole, than

getting his wife with child.

He then proceeded to the last point, that of going on with

the enquiry, on the supposition that the honourable general

N 4



l84 ENQUIRY INTO THE AMERICAN WAR. [May 1 8.

could not be punished till released from the convention of
Saratoga, and suspending any further proceeding till that

event should take place. This, though an unnecessary con-
dition, if there should appear any thing even doubtful, would
answer every end. If the honourable general's conduct should

call for a military tribunal, a very few weeks (perhaps at this

very instant he stood disengaged to the Congress) would sub-

ject him to an enquiry ; or, on the other hand, if in the opi-

nion of the House, it should be found that no blame was
imputable to him, but that the miscarriage of the expedition

from Canada was owing to the ignorance and incapacity of
the ministers who planned it, and not to the general intrusted

with its execution, then it would be proper that the justice of
the nation should take place, and those men who had been
the cause of the loss of America, of so much blood and trea-

sure, a foreign war with a powerful enemy, and a threatened

war with another powerful enemy, be brought to condign
punishment.

He allowed, it would be rather premature to give an opi-

nion one way or the other: but if ministers persisted, and by
their irresistible influence and power of numbers should carry

the question against any farther enquiry, it would be to him
the fullest demonstration, that they were conscious of their

own guilt, and on that account, and that alone, fled from the

enquiry.

The noble lord who moved the present question, moved it

for the third time._. The noble lord in the blue ribbon, more
reserved, but equally desirous to prevent it, reflised to co-

operate, but took care as effectually to defeat the proper object

of the enquiry as if he had moved for its dissolution. When
the motion for resuming the same question was moved by his

honourable friend near him (Colonel Barre) the same noble

lord moved the order of the day, and was openly abetted by
the noble lord in the blue ribbon. The right honourable gen-
tleman below him, who this day took such different ground,

differed from his friends, and the two noble lords were obliged

to submit; now for the third time, the same noble lord had
mads a similar attempt, and the noble lord in tlie blue rib-

bon affects a kind of sullen silence or indifference ; but whe-
ther the noble lord shall rise or not, the jirinciple and object

of these various attempts have been unilbrm,— that of de-

feating the enquiry, and thereby evading the justice of the

nation.

He conjured the House, as they regarded their own ho-

nour, their character v/ithout doors, and the opinions of man-
kind, at least to preserve appearances. If, at all events and
liazards to themselves and the public, they were determined
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to support the present set of ministers in power, he recom-

mended them to do so by a vote of acquittal after enquiry

;

and not, by a servile acquiescence, sacrifice the very appear-

ance ofjustice, and the forms of their proceedings.

Before he sat down, he begged that tlie right honourable

gentleman who took so conspicuous a part in the present

debate (Mr. Rigby,) would reflect a little, and endeavour to

reconcile his present conduct to that adopted by him the last

day the question was discussed ; otherwise it would have a

very strange appearance, to be for suppressing an enquiry,

the necessity of which he had so warmly urged but a few

days since ; nay, indeed, it would be little short of a direct

desertion of all his former principles and professions, respect-

ing the conduct of the American war, for the last eighteen

months or two years; for as often as the question was
agitated, his constant language was, that there was blame
somewhere ; and that it was of course highly becoming that

House, and an indispensable duty to trace it to its source,

and discover who were the authors of our national misfortunes.

After a long debate, Earl Nugent's motion was negatived, and
Mr. Eden's agreed to.

Motion respecting Peace with America.

June 1 1

.

SIR William Meredith moved, " That an humble address be
presented to his majesty, to assure him, that his faithful Com-

mons, knowing that it must give his benevolent and royal mind the

highest satisfaction possible, to remove the calamities of war from
his colonies, and the burdens of sustaining that war from his Bri-

tish subjects, beg leave to express to his majesty their great

concern, that the commission which was issued by his majesty,

with the authority of parliament, for the wise and salutary ends

of accommodating our unhappy disputes with America, has failed

of success : — that there is no example of any nation that ever sent

fleets and armies of such strength and magnitude on so remote a
service as those v/hich Great Britain has poured into America

;

yet they are not found upon trial to be adequate to the purpose of

establishing a government by force over that country. That look-

ing to the situation of affairs in Europe, we cannot but apprehend,

that our resources may become altogether necessary to repel the

hostile designs, and the armaments prepared against this kingdom

;

confident, however, that the hearts of his people are animated by
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a true spirit and zeal for his majesty's service ; and that means will

not be wanting to defend his sacrjd person, his familj^, and his

dominions, against all hostilities.— That in this situation of affairs,

we most sincerely lament that the commission for restoring peace
(which was in force till the ist of June only) has expired, without

any declared or apparent intention of opening a door to reconcile-

ment.— That his faithful Conunons think it their indispensable

duty most humbly to implore his majesty to direct those confi-

dential servants, on whose advice his majesty relies in matters of

the greatest importance, that they do immediately deliberate upon,

and concert such measures as may prepare the way for peace with

America." Mr. David Hartley seconded the motion. Lord North,

Governor Johnstone, Mr. Eden, Lord George Germain, and Mr.
Dundas opposed, and Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke supported it.

Mr. Fox recapitulated the several measures taken against

America since the commencement of hostilities. He con-

dennied the coercive laws passed by Great Britain in the

hour of her insolence ; and the tame submission with which
the right of taxation, and even the Act of Navigation,

was g.ven up by the same ministers, who with a handful of

men had talked of bringing America upon her knees. He
then took notice of General Robertson's evidence before the

committee of enquiry into the conduct of the American war,

and said, if it were to be credited, it was the severest libel

on administration that ever was made public, seeing that it

loaded them with the whole guilt of having continued a most
expensive war with America, when they might whenever they

pleased have put an end to it. For, what had General Ro-
bertson said? That the majority of the people of America
wished well to this country, and longed to return to their

allegiance. If this were true, the guilt was transferred from

the shoulders of the officers who had been employed, to the

shoulders of ministry, ai«I they were answerable to their

country for not having taken advantage of the circumstance.

He, however, was one who did not credit the evidence of

General Robertson ; he believed hun to be a man of inte-

grity and honour, as well as a brave and judicious officer

;

but the reason why lie did not credit his evidence was, be-

cause the general had told the House, in the very beginning

of his examination, that he spoke not from his o%vn know-
ledge of facts as they now were, but from his knowledge of

the sentiments of America twenty years before the war com-
menced, and he thence inferred that the same sentiments

prevailed now. In proof of this assertion, he read a few of

the questions which had been put to the general, together

with tlie general's answers, and said, that his evidence, con-

sequently, was of little import. The better to bring thi*.
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home to the minds of his hearers, Mr. Fox parodied the

case by putting it thus: suppose he had withdrawn from

parhament soon after the beginning of the war, and had
been out of the kingdom ever since ; if a person was to ask

him, what were the sentiments of parliament respecting Ame-
rica, and whether he thought they would give up taxation, and
agree to any concession on the part of England ? he should

certainly have replied, " No, by no means ; the British par-

liament will never make peace with America till she is at

their feet ; they will never gire up the right of taxation ; they

will listen to nothing short of unconditional submission."

Let gentlemen see how ill this argument would agree with

truth, and how opposite it would be to the real state of the

case. And yet, who that had given the minister credit for

his assertions in that House four years ago, would not have

thought himself warranted to talk in that style? He, there-

fore, for one, had paid no attention to General Robertson's

evidence, because after what he heard the general say in the

beginning of it, he was convinced it could not be relied on.

Having argued this poiiit, he recurred to the testimony of

General Gray, which he said was every way worthy of credit,

and plainly shewed that the ministry were to blame, because

they had continued from time to time to send over reinforce-

ments short of the amount which the officers employed to

carry on the war had declared to be absolutely necessary to

make a campaign decisively successful. He ridiculed the

language that had been held to invalidate General Gray's

evidence, and particularly the argument of one of the com-
missioners, who had declared that General Gray, having

been but seventeen months in America, was incompetent to

judge of the sentiments of the people, and of the real state of

affairs there. He said, he thought the general, after seven-

teen months actual service in America, was at least as capable

of judging of the sentiments of the people, as any of the com-
missioners, who wei'e there but for four, or at most six months,

and confined durino* that time to the two cities of New York
and Philadelphia.

From this he proceeded to review the terms offered by the

commissioners, and reprehended them in the severest lan-

guage, as such as went to sacrifice the rights of the British

legislatui'e, and to offer propositions which parliament had
neither authorized, nor was likely, even had they been ac-

cepted, to ratify. In particular, he objected to the offer, that

agents from the respective colonies should have a seat in the

British parliament, and the offer to pay the debts of Ame-
rica, contracted by an offensive war against this country.

With regard to the latter, the minister who either buggested
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or meant to ratify such a proposition, deserved impeachment

;

and as to the former, it was the most degrading and unneces-

sary proposition that ever he heard; unnecessary, because

among the catalogue of boundless concessions made by the

commissioners to the Congress, we had expressly given up
all right of legislation over America ; and degrading, because

having given up that right, we meanly courted the agents of

America to become a part of the legislature of this country.

He defended the conduct of Congress in having made the

reply that they sent to the commissioners, by observing, that

they were then in actual alliance with France, in consequence

of which the King of France had sent them a fleet and an
army, and furnished them v^dth money to carry on the war.

Let gentlemen consider that the terms offered by the commissi-

oners were not definitive propositions, but mere terms of treaty,

terms of discussion, and terms ad referendum, which had the

Congress been weak enough to accede to, might not have

been ratified ; exclusive, therefore, of betraying the rights

of their constituents, which they would have done had they

agreed to the terms offered by the commissioners, after hav-

ing engaged in a treaty with France, it would have been the

extreme of folly to have taken themselves out of the arms of

France, to have given up the advantages they actually pos-

sessed, and to have trusted to the faith of ministers, notorious

for having dealt treacherously with them, and deceitfully with

the British nation. Added to this, the preliminary proposals

of Congress were neither, in his judgment, improper for them
to lay down, nor for Great Britain to listen to. Perhaps

many good reasons might be urged, why we ought not ex-

pressly to acknowledge the independency of America. But aa

one member of parliament, he was very far from being averse

to the other proposition, namely, that of withdrawing our

fleets and armies from America. So far from it, he thought

that measure the wisest that could be adopted, and the sooner

it was adopted the better : so fully convinced was he of this,

that he was ready to intreat ministers to come into it, and
even to beg it of them as a boon. As a proof that such sn

measure was really necessary, he referred to the evidence that

had been given at the bar by several of tlie Avitnesses who had
been heard in the course of the enquiry, which amounted to

an express declaration, that it was impossible to subdue

America, or reduce her to allegiance by force of arms. To
what end, then, should we continue our chief military force

across the Atlantic when it was so much wanted at home ?

He took a review of our plan of operations during the last

war, and remarked, that it had been pretty generally the lan-

guage of that day, that our continental connections were ex-

i6
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ceedingly expensive and improper. It was very true, that our
armj;^ in Germany was a considerable call upon the resources

of this country; it drained us severely both of men and of

money ; but then it was to be remembered, that it rendered it

necessary for France to have a large army there likewise, and
that it kept those troops of France engaged in Germany which
might have annoyed us elsewhere, and in places where, if

they met with any success, the consequence would have been
much more fatal to Great Britain. At present we had a
large army in America, and the French had no army there.

The British troops were incapable of acting offensively, and
in fact were in a state of inactivity : in that state they were
likely to remain. Upon this ground he argued, that it was
madness to suffer the troops to continue any longer at New
York ; he therefore wished to make peace with America on
almost any terms, and to carry on the war against France with

e,ll the vigour, and all the exertion possible. If France offered

advantageous proposals of peace, certainly it was the duty of
administration to accede to them, because, as the resources of
this country now stood, exhausted as we were by the long and
ruinous war in which we had been involved, a peace, on pro-

per terms, was certainly a very desirable object ; but ministry

ought never to make peace with France, either upon the con-
dition of ratifying her treaty with America, suffering her to

continue her connections with the United States, or giving up
any part of the British dominions.

He contended, that as the late commissioners held out

terms and conditions to all America, the public faith was
pledged for giving America the same terms whenever she

chose to accept them, notwithstanding what the noble lord,

the American secretary, had on a former occasion thought
proper to say upon the subject. He also contended, that the

faith of this country was pledged to protect all those, whether
bodies of men or individuals, who had come in under the

commission, and returned to their allegiance. He said, if

there was but one man of this description, we were bound in

honour and in justice to make good the conditions to that

individual: that the commission having expired on the ist of

June, it was indispensably necessary to give his majesty par-

liamentary authority to make peace,— an authority which did

not exist, and without which it was dangerous to trust to the

hazard of a whole summer's passing. In speaking to the

design of repealing the prohibitory act, he declared it to be

the most obnoxious of any that had been passed against Ame-
rica, and that it ought to be repealed. He read extracts

from the letters sent by the noble lord at the head of the

American department, in which the writer had recommended
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it to Sir William Howe and the noble lord his brother, to

prepare to carry on the war in such a sort, as should con-
vince America of the determined purpose ot* this country to

prosecute it with unremitting severity. Upon these passages

Mr. Fox commented, and declarcfl, that the plain meaning
of them was, to prosecute the war in as sanguinary a manner
as possible. He said, he understood that the war was car-

rying on in that manner at this time ; he did not mean, how-
ever, by a general and loose assertion to criminate ministry

farther than they deserved, he would therefore state to what
he alluded : it was this ; that the southern Indians had been
excited to rise and attack the back settlements of Virmnia and
Carolina. He did not mention this as a fact, he really did

not know whether it was so or not, but such was the report,

which he hoped to God was ill-founded ; he had much rather

that Mr. Stuart should have put the many thousands which
he had drawn upon the treasury for, into his own pocket,

than employed the public money in such a way; he had
rather he had made a job of it, and hoped he should see him
soon return to this country to live at his ease and in splendour

upon the money he had so pocketed, and he wished so for this

reason ; it was evident, that the Indians could hardly be re-

strained from acts of the most horrid cruelty, even when they

were under the awe of so large an army as that commanded
by General Burgoyne, an officer as distinguished for his

humanity as his bravery ; to what extent, then, might they

not carry their barbarities, when they were unaccompanied by
any army, and strangers to every idea of discipline? The
savage massacre of aged and defenceless men, women, and
children, would be unlimited ; the very conjecture of it was
shocking. He was free to allow, that Indians might be
employed in the service to advantage, but then it must be
when they had an army to direct and regulate their efforts.

Having spoken to a variety of other points, Mr. Fox con-

cluded with declaring, that he thought the motion made by
his right honourable friend every way laudable, and sliould

therefore give it his hearty support.

The motioi;i was negativecl without a diyisioB,
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Bill for doubling the Militia.

June 21.

THE first and great measure of national defence, adopted by
the ministry, in opposition to the consequences of that dan-

gerous combination, now first openly avowed by the Court of Spain,

was a proposal in the House of Commons for increasing the mi-

litia to such a degree as should double its present amount. Lord
North having this day moved for leave to bring in the bill,

Mr. Fox contended, that as the motion made by the noble

lord was an alarm to tlie whole kingdom, and an acknowledg-

ment that parliament thought the country in the extreme

moment of peril, it would be idle to adopt the measure unless

it was known that the proper exertions of another nature had
been previously made, and that doubling the militia was not

the single point on which his majesty's ministers rested the

security of the country. He then discussed the situation of

our naval strength, mentioning the force of France and Spain,

and the force that we now had, as well the squadron sent out

under sir Charles Hardy, as the ships of the line at home and
elsewhere, and asked if preparations were carrying on with

the necessary vigour and dispatch to reinforce Sir Charles,

declaring that much depended on the ability of that fleet to

cope with the fleets of the House of Bourbon, and that every

ship-carpenter, every labourer in the dock-yards, eveiy man
in the kingdom, capable of holding an adze or driving a peg,

ought to be employed in fitting out those five or six ships,

which he understood to be nearly ready, and which were de-

signed to be sent to Sir Charles.

He said, with regard to the proposition of doubling the

militia, it certainly might be one of the means that ought in

the present exigency of affairs to be adopted ; he belie\'ed,

however, that it was a measure liable to some objection, and
liot so practicable as the noble lord in the blue ribbon seemed

to imagine ; men might possibly be got, but it might not be

an easy matter to find officers j he did not mean, by saying

this, to throw impediments in its way ; he should not oppose

the motion himself^ nor any motion calculated in any manner
whatever to strengthen and add to the defence of the king-

dom. God knew this was a moment of great public danger,

and every means of every sort which were in the least likely to

enable us to resist our enemies, were proper to be adopted,

and should have his hearty support.

With regard to the militia, many considerations respecting

them might occur in the course gf the progress of the bill. It
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might be a question, whether in a time of so pressing and cri-

tical a nature as the present, it would not be right to give the

King a power of sending a part of the militia over to Ireland,

to defend that country. As affairs now stood, it was to many
gentlemen a matter of expectation, that the French would at-

tack us in that quarter. Was Ireland in a proper state of

defence ? Ireland and England he considered as one and
the same. Their interests were, or ought to be, mutual, and
the defence of the one was as worthy the consideration of par-

liament, as the defence of the other. He called upon minis-

ters to know why, as they could not but have foreseen the

present danger, they had put off the defence of the kingdom
to the last moment ? Why, if the measure the noble lord had
now proposed, appeared to them, upon due deliberation, to be
so proper and so necessary, they had not come with it to par-

liament sooner ? It would have been idle to have argued,

that it would have given the kingdom any unnecessary alarm.

It could never be wrong to throw out an alarm in time, be-

cause, however for the moment it might operate as a shock on
the people, their panic would be less when the danger really

came, and when the enemy were at their doors, they would
be better prepared to resist and repel them.

He said, he would not, in a moment like the present, men-
tion names, or go into personal attack upon the ministers;

but could they tell the people that the fleets and armies, upon
the effectual operations of which the preservation of the

country depended, were in the hands of the best and ablest

officers ? Was or was not every officer, to whom the people

had been accustomed to look up to with a perfect confidence,

driven from the service ? Wei'e they all in employment, and
cheerfully acting as they ought to be in the service of their

country ? After a variety of questions of this sort, Mr. Fox
declared, that while the present ministry kept their offices, the

people would despond, and despair of any success in the very

important war that was impending : for what good could they

expect from the conduct of those very men whose measures

had already lost us America, and incited France and Spain to

pursue those hostile steps that they were now taking against

us ? He complained of the state of the navy as scandalously

unequal to the present exigency of affairs, after the immense
sums that had been voted for it, and the repeated assertions

that it should be superior to the united fleets of France and
Spain, and urged a great many strong arguments in proof

that the ministry ought not to be trusted any longer.

The bill was brought in and read a first time.
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June 22.

On the motion for the second reading of the bill, a debate arose.

In consequence of the support given to the measure by the Oppo-
sition on the preceding evening, Earl Nugent took occasion to

say, that though we had no foreign ally, we had the best of all

allies, unanimity at home. We were allied among ourselves. The
alliance lately entered into by the gentlemen on the other side of
the House, and those on which he stood, did the former the high-
est honour. After urging the necessity of great exertions, his

lordship was proceeding to state some plan of operations for the
navy, when the Attorney-general begged to prevent the noble
lord's zeal from carrying him too far, by moving that the question

might be read. He said, gentlemen would certainly act laudably,

in suggesting any scheme of defence of the kingdom that had re-

ference to the question ; but on that day it would be improper to

go into other topics of deliberation ; and perhaps to go into such a
detail as the noble lord was proceeding to enter upon, might be
dangerous.

Mr. Fox said, he had no intention to rise that day ; but

what he had lately heard from the noble lord, and the learned

gentleman over the way, rendered it highly necessary that he
should say a few words ; and first, he would pay his respects

to the learned gentleman, who had not only interrupted the

noble lord in the midst of his speech, but had declared, that

on a day like the present, when that House was considering

the best means of defending the kingdom from the imminent

peril in which it stood, gentlemen were not to deliberate arid

weigh every circumstance, not only of the danger itself, but

every circumstance in the scope of possibility and human pru-

dence, at all likely to avert that danger. This doctrine he

thought had been lately exploded, and he little expected to

have heard parliament told, (on a day like that, when, if they

were not actually sitting in a committee of supply, they were

sitting in a something very like a committee of supply, be-

cause they were debating a proposition which, however effec-

tuq,l it might prove, and however practicable it might turn

out, would, certainly and at all events, be a great national

burthen, as well in point of inconvenience as in point of ex-

pence,) " that they were to confine themselves to the ques-

tion, and that the question was merely whether the bill upon

the table should be read a second time or not." In a mo-
ment like the present, every thing which eveiy man could

suggest for the better defence of the kingdom was worth listen-

ing to ; the country stood in need of all its resources, and all

its wisdom ; and however the learned gentleman might wish to

screen the guilt of his friends, and therefore might think

TOL. I. O
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proper to interrupt the noble lord when he was speaking

plain truths, gentlemen would not be thus rendered dumb,
opinions he trusted would be freely given ; and as the present

administration were the immediate cause of all our misfor-

tunes, he hoped no gentleman would keep back his sentiments

respecting their conduct.

Having said thus much, he would now speak to that point

which principally occasioned his rising that day, and that was,

his finding, from what the noble lord had said, that his liaving

voted the preceding evcnhig in favour of the bill had been

much misunderstood. He had been far from meaning to have

it conceived that he thought, and far indeed from concei\ang

himself, that the mode of raising the force cf the country, held

out and proposed by the bill, was preferable to that of raising

regiments agreeably to the handsome offers of noblemen and
others, which had been made to government. He had not

said a syllable which led to such an idea, and the reason why
he had not, was, because he entertained no such opinion.

The offers that had been made by the Duke of Rutland, the

Earl of Derby, the Earl of Harrington, and others, were so

hberal, and upon such advantageous terms to the public, that

it was impossible to impute the refusal of them on the part of

government to any thing else than the remains of that miser-

able partiality to the Scotch which had so long disgraced this

country. Last year, when Scotch noblemen offered to raise

regiments, the offers were greedily accepted, and warmly en-

couraged ; the public were even put to the expence of levy

money on the occasion. The conduct of government had
been very different now : there was a motive, indeed, to which
he could impute their refusal in one instance, and that was,

the finger of persecution was pointed at one of the noble lords

who Vv'as among those that made the offer. That persecution

was aimed at his whole family, and had been instanced on
more than one occasion. The House pretty generally calling

upon Mr. Fox to name the person alluded to ; lie said he
would speak out, he alluded to the Earl of Dcrb}", who, on ac-

count of his unfortunate family connection,—unfortunate

merely in that point of view, but highly honourable in itself,

because every man in the kingdom would have been happy to

have been allied to General Burgoyne,—was proscribed and
was never to be forgiven : by never to be forgiven he meant,

as long as the present administration had any power. To
shev/ that he was warranted in asserting that the present

ministry were determined to persecute the noble earl and his

family, he mentioned their having three separate times refused

the noble earl's brother the lieutenant-colonelcy of the Liver-

pool regiment : a situation and a sort ofrank which he had a
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right to expect, especially in the last instance that occurred

of a vacancy, because he was then the oldest major in the

corps. How different was the conduct of ministers respecting

the Scotch new raised regiments ! The Scotch lords who
raised them were suffered to appoint their own officers, and
the ministers never once interfered in the appointments. He
said it was this sort of treatment of noblemen and gentlemen

of the most respectable characters, that gave such disgust, and
made the noble lord in the blue ribbon so odious in the eyes

of the nation.

He declared, that neither now, nor before, was he inclined

to give the preference to the mode of raising the militia as

offered by the bill then under consideration : but there was a
point of infinitely more consequence, a point the noble lord

who spoke a short time since, had grossly mis-stated, to which
it was highly necessary that he should give the most flat and
peremptory denial. The noble lord, after owning that Ave had
no foreign alliances, had triumphantly spoken of unanimity,

and congratulated gentlemen on that side of the House, upon
having alhed themselves with those who sat on the other.

This was an assertion for which there was not the smallest

foundation, and it was impossible for him to state, in any

phrase that language would admit of, the shock he felt when
the noble lord ventured to suggest, what was most exceedingly

grating to his ears, and he doubted not to those of every gen-

tleman who sat near him. What ! enter into an alUance with

those very ministers who had betrayed their comitry ; who
had prostituted the public strength, who had prostituted the

public wealth, who had prostituted what was still more valua-

ble, the glory of the nation ! The idea was too monstrous to

be admitted for a moment. Gentlemen must have forgone

their principles, and have given up their honour, before they

could have approached the threshold of an alliance so abomina-

ble, so scandalous, and so disgraceful ! Did the noble lord

think it possible that he could ally himself with those ministers

who had led us on from one degree of wretchedness to an-

other, till at length they had brought us to the extreme moment
of peril, the extreme verge of destruction ? ally himself with

those ministers who had lost America, ruined Ireland, thrown

Scotland into tumult, and put the very existence of Great Bri-

tain to the hazard ! ally himself with those ministers who had,

as they now confessed, foreseen the Spanish war, the fatal mis-

chief which goaded us to destruction, and yet had from time to

time told parliament that a Spanish war v/as not to be feared !

ally himself with those mmisters, who, knowing of tlie prospect

of a Spanish war, had taken no sort of pains to prepare for it

!

ally himself v/ith those ministers who had, when they knew of

o 2
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a Spanish war, declared in parliament no longer ago than last

Tuesday, that it was right for parliament to be prorogued, for

that no Spanish war was to be dreaded, and yet had come
do^Ti two days afterwards with the Spanish rescript ! ally

himself with those ministers, who knowing of a Spanish war,

and knowing that they had not more than thirty sail of the

line ready to send out \vith Sir Charles Hardy, had sent out

Admiral Arbuthnot to America with seven sail of the line,

and a large body of troops on board ! ally himself with those

ministers, who laiov/ing of a Spanish war, had suffered seven

ships of the line lately to sail to the East Indies, though two
or three ships were all that were wanted for that service, and
the rest might have staid at home to reinforce the great fleet

of England ! ally himself with those ministers-, who knowing
of a Spanish war, and knowing that the united fleets of the

house of Bourbon consisted of at least forty, perhaps fifty,

and possibly sixty sail of the line, had suffered Sir Charles to sail

on Wednesday last, the day before the Spanish rescript was,

as they knew, to be delivered, %vith- not thirty sail of the line,

although if he had staid a week longer, he might have been
reinforced with five or six, or, as ministry themselves said,

seven or eight more capital ships ! To ally himself with men
capable of such conduct, would be to ally himself to disgrace

and ruin. He begged therefore for himself and for his friends,

to disclaim any such alliance ; and he declared he was the ra-

ther inclined to disavow such a connection, because from the

past conduct of ministers he was warranted to declare and to

maintain, that such an alliance would be something worse
than an alliance with France and Spain, it would be an alli-

ance with those who pretended to be the friends of Great
Britain, but who were in fact and in truth her worst enemies.

Having urged this in a most impassioned tone, Mr. Fox
declared, that he should support the present bill, or rather

he should not oppose it, because, in the situation that affairs

then stood, every measure which tended to call out the strength

of the country was proper. He could not hov/ever but own,
it was a measure of a more spirited nature than he ever

thought the present ministry would have proposed, because,

after their repeated assertions that the country was in no dan-
ger, that Spain meant to stand neuter, and that a war with,

the united forces of the House of Bourbon was not to be
dreaded, he did not think any men had arrived at such an un-
common pitch of assurance, as to have stood up themselves

and proposed a measure which gave the lie direct to all they

had been saying during the whole session of parliament.

At the same time, however, he declared he should vote

for the bill, he meant not to give ministers the least grounds
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for supposing that he placed any confidence in them, or had
the least hope of success or good to the country from any
thing they could possibly do for it. He owned himself to be
completely despondent, and though there was the utmost una-
nimity in the gentlemen who acted with him, it was not the

Sort ofunanimity tlie noble lord had alluded to ; it was una-
nimity to exert every nerve, and to touch upon every string

likely to contribute, in any manner whatever, to rescue the

country from that peril in which the ministers had involved

it, but it was not an unanimity which rested upon confidence

in administration, or the least expectation of success from
their measures. The zeal, therefore, of his friends in the

cause of their country, was the more eminent, because they

offered their lives and fortunes even under those men whom
they could not trust, and under whom, officers of such exalted

character, and such eminent military talents as Admiral Kep-
pel and Lord Howe, declared they could not, consistently

with their honour, serve.

The noble lord, who spoke some time since, had said w«
had no foreign alliances, and had declared to God he knevr

not why. This was a severe charge upon the noble lord in

the blue ribbon and his colleagues ; for what was it but con-

fessing that we were deserted and abandoned by all Europe,

and by implication, declaring that the conduct of minister*

must have been unaccountably bad, to have occasioned an
event not to be imagined possible to have happened. He,
however, would tell the noble lord why we had had no foreign

alliances. All Europe saw the wretched and disgraceful state

into which ministers had plunged us ; and could it be expect-

ed that any court in their senses would ally themselves with

misery and ruin ? The noble lord, however, had forgot that

we had allies in Germany, the Landgrave of Hesse and the

Duke of Brunswick were our allies. Let gentlemen look at

that part of the conduct of ministers. They had bound us

down by treaty to assist and support both or either of those

princes whenever they were attacked. The faith of the na-

tion was now pledged for this, and in case of a rupture be-

tween the courts of Hesse or Brunswick, and any other

power, in case of a war being lighted up in Germany in the

progress of our present contest, (no very improbable circum-

stance,) what must be the consequence ? The faith of this

nation must be broken, for it would be morally impossible for

us to adhere to the treaty. This was one among many of the

precious consequences that had attended our eagerness to en-

ter upon the accursed American war, our haste to cut the

throats and pick the pockets of our brethren across the

Atlantic

o 3
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He took notice of the assertion of his right honourable

friend (Mr. Thomas Townshend) the preceding day, relative

to the treachery and corruption which had been stated to pre-

vail in the cabinet. Though he had no proof ofsuch a charge,

this he would however say, that the noble lord in the blue rib-

bon must certainly have sold his own opinion, and adopted

that of other men, or he never could have acted in the man-
ner he had done. He verily believed what he now said, and

added, that it was perfectly indifferent to him whether the

noble lord had sold his opinion to the king of France for

French gold, or whether he had sold it to any other person,

or disposed of it to his colleagues in office for their fine words,,

and their promises of honour and emolument. It was im-

possible it coidd be otherwise ; it was intpossible that men no-

torious for their being men of sense, ofjudgment, of acknow-

ledged talents, should pursue a hne of conduct so opposite to

eense, so grossly weak, so ignorant, and so absurd. The
noble lord in the blue ribbon had great natural abilities

;

those abilities had been matured and improved by an excellent

education ; he had in that House given repeated instances of

his talents ; he had charmed frequent audiences with his wit,

his humour, and his reasoning ; how, then, was the opposi-

tion between his language and his conduct to be reconciled ?

It was true, indeed, that speaking and doing were distinct

and very different things, but let gentlemen look at the con-

duct of the ministry as private men. Had they let their own
estates go to ruin ? Had they given any signs of personal ne-

glect or inattention to their own interests ?— quite the con-

trary. They had taken good care of their wealth ; they had
increased their riches.

He concluded with repeating, that though he voted for the

bill, he did not mean it to be understood as a token of his pre-

ferring the raising the militia to raising new regiments,

agreeably to the offers ofthe two noble dukes and noble earls.

That he had not the least confidence in the present ministers,

and that so far from being ready to enter into an alliance with

them, he thought they merited punishment ; and although

there were among them individuals for whom he had the

highest personal respect, yet he thought their official conduct

collectively so infamous^ and so prejudicial to the interests of

their country", that were the times ripe for bringing them to

punishment, he would join most heartily in supporting the

measure.

The bill was read asecond time. It afterwards passed the Com-
mons, but in the Lords, the clause enabling the king to double the

militia was rejected by a considerable majority. It was remark-
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able, that Earl Gower, lord president of the council, and both
the secretaries of state, voted against the compulsory principle of
the bill.

Juh/ 2.

Thus disembowelled of all its original substance, the skeleton

of the bill was returned to the Commons, with nothing of efficacy

remaining, except a supplemental clause added by Lord Beau-
champ, for the raising of volunteer companies. Sir Grey Cooper
having moved, that the amendments made by the Lords be taken
into consideration, a debate on the point of privilege ensued.

Mr. Fox said, he would take the opportunity of saying a
farewell word or two to the minister for the present session.

He then attacked the noble lord in the blue ribbon, on the

repeated calls upon the House, which were made by those

who sat near him, (when the bill then before them was origi-

nally brought in,) to act with unanimity and spirit. He
stated the reception the bill had met with in that House, every

man agreeing to it, or rather forbearing to oppose it, not be-

cause they approved of it, but because they were not willing

to embarrass administration when they offered a measure pro-

fessedly designed to call out the national force, and to add to

the security and defence of the kingdom in an hour, when the

ministers themselves stated it to be in the most imminent dan-
ger of invasion. It had passed that House unanimously; but

what was its reception in the other ? Where was the spirit

and the imanimity which the noble lord in the blue ribbon

had preached up ? Were the members of the king's cabinet

unanimous ? Were they ready to adopt the measure as a

measure of good policy, and to carry it into execution with

spirit ? No such thing. No two lords of the council were of

one opinion ; the divisions of the cabinet respecting the mea-
sure had followed the bill into parliament. The lord presi-

dent, so far from feeling that unanimity which the noble lord

in the blue ribbon had recommended, had openly declared

his fears that the bill was impracticable, and had. proposed a

plan totally different from every idea suggested in the bill.

He begged, therefore, that ministers would not again have

the impertinence to talk of unanimity and -spirit ; for, un-

doubtedly, it was impertinent and insulting to the last degree,

for any set ofmen to recommend that to others, of which they

were themselves incapable of holding out an example.

Having said this, Mr. Fox went into a consideration of the

little hope there was of any good from the present ministers,

and asked where could a set of gentlemen now be found that

would say they had any confidence in administration ? The
o 4
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bill which had been that day brought from the other House,

was a proof that they were shamefully indecisive and indif-

ferent ; that so far from having sufficiently digested their mea-
sures before they came to parliament to propose them, they

had not even ascertained their practicability. The opposition

in the other House was chiefly made by the lords lieutenants

of counties, the very persons into whose hands the execution of

the bill would necessarily devolve, and who of all men were

the most capable of judging whether it was or was not practi-

cable. He desired to know why ministers had not consulted

the lords lieutenants of counties respecting it, before they pro-

posed it to parliament, and said, if the idea of contemning

aristocracy had prevailed so far, as to prevent such a necessary

consultation from taking place, it was a futile and improper

objection. With regard to the preseiit remnant of the bill

which they had sent up to the Lords, (for a remnant it was,

and a most inefficacious remnant, the very vitals of the bill as

it originally stood, having been taken out,) it was to all intent*

and purposes a money bill ; and to argue that it was not so,

merely because it did not originate in a committee of supply,

or a committee of the whole House, was the most childish dis-

tinction that"he had ever heard. Did not the bill, as origi-

nally framed, contain a clause, enabling his majesty to augment
his mihtia, a power which imposed a burthen on the subject,

and for the expence of which their money was appropriated

by another bill, to which this especially referred? Who,
then, would say that it was not a money bill; and who
would be so weak as to advise the amendments of the Lords
to be read, when, even if the motion were agreed to, it would
only carry the House a step farther, at which they must neces-

sarily stop, and at which the bill must inevitably be thrown
out and rejected ? It were better to proceed regularly ; to throvf

out the bill then, and to begin de novo; the difference of par-

liament continuing to sit a few days longer, was nothing in

comparison of the mischiefs, of the dangerous consequences to

the nation, which might ensue, if that House acquiesced in a
violation of its privileges in any one instance.

Having enforced this strongly, he recurred to his attack on
administration, and said it was evident they acted better, and
more wisely when they were opposed, than when they were
left to themselves. While that side of the House continued

to harass them, and to throw obstacles in their way, it served

as a spur to their activity, and gave them a degree of firmness,

of caution, of " unanimity, and of spirit," which it was now
evident was not their natural characteristic. In the present

case, their calls upon gentlemen to be unanimous, had been
listened to on both sides of that House, and listened to, not,
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as he before said, from any approbation of the bill, but from
a wish to suffer them, in one instance, to act of themselves,

and to try, by giving them rope enough, (he wished to God
they had made a proper use of the rope

! ) whether they were
or were not capable of proposing any one salutary measure,
and carrying it through parliament. The result was, a fresh

evidence of their incapacity, and the manner in which the
noble lord in the blue ribbon had treated the bill in its pro-
gress through that House, as well as the readiness with which
he was willing to adopt the wretched remnant of it sent down
from the Lords, shewed incontestably that indifference which
marked every part of his conduct. To that indifference he
ascribed all the mischiefs that had befallen this devoted
country, and declared that the fate of the bill would not be
a slight one ; ministers alone, however, were answerable for

it, Opposition, for the reasons he had stated, having no share

in the responsibility ; and he trusted the matter would be seen

in its true light by Europe and all the world.

The bill as amended by the Lords was carried, oh a divisionj bj
a majority of 6^ to 45.

Address on the King's Speech at the Opening of the
Session.*

T
November 25.

HE King opened the session with the following Speech^

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; I meet you in parliament at a
time when we are called upon by every principle of duty, and
every consideration of interest, to exert our united efforts in the

support and defence of our country, attacked by an unjust and un»
provoked war, and contending with one of the most dangerous
confederacies that ever was formed against the crown and people

* A few days before the meeting of parliament. Earl Gower, lord pre-

Mdent of the council, resigned that high office, and was succeeded by Eai*l

Bathurst. Lord Weymouth likewise resigned his office of secretary of
state for the southern department, and was succeeded by the Earl of Hills-

borough. Lord Stormont, late ambassador at Paris, was appointed to the

northern department ; the business of which had been conducted by Lord
Weymouth, since the death of the Earl of Suffolk. And the old place of

first lord of trade and plantations, which had been absorbed and included

in the new office of secretaiy of state for the colonies, \va» now separated,

sad bestowed upon the Earl of Carlisle.
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of Great Britain.—The designs and attempts of our enemies to

invade tliis kingdom, have, by the blessing of Providence, been
hitherto frustrated and disappointed. They still menace us with
great armaments and preparations ; but we are, I trust, on our
part, well prepared to meet every attack, and to repel every insult.

I know the character of my brave people : the menaces of their

enemies, and the approach of danger, have no other effect on their

minds, but to animate their coui'age, and to call forth that national

spirit, which has so often checked, and defeated, the projects of
ambition and injustice, and enabled the British fleets and armies to

protect their own country, to vindicate their own rights, and at the

same time to uphold, and preserve, the liberties of Europe, from
the restless and encroaching power of the house of Bourbon.—In
the midst of my care and solicitude for the safety and welfare of
this country, I have not been inattentive to the state of my loyal

and faithful kingdom of Ireland. I have, in consequence of your
addresses, presented to me in the last session, ordered such papers
to be collected and laid before you, as may assist your deliberations

on this important business ; and I recommend it to you to consider
what further benefits and advantages may be extended to that

kingdom, by such regulations, and such methods, as may most ef-

fectually promote the common strength, wealth, and interests of all

my dominions.
" Gentlemen of the House of Commons; The proper estimates

shall, in due time, be laid before you. I see, with extreme con-
cern, that the necessary establishments of my naval and military

forces, and the various services and operations of the ensuing year,

must inevitably be attended with great and heavy expences ; but
I rely on your wisdom and public spirit, for such supplies as the

circumstances and exigencies of our aftairs shall be found to

require.
" My Lords and Gentlemen ; I have great satisfaction in re-

newing the assurances of my entire approbation of the good con-

duct and discipline of the militia, and of their steady perseverance

in their duty ; and I return my cordial thanks to all ranks of my
loyal subjects Avho have stood forth in this arduous conjuncture,

and, by their zeal, their influence, and their personal service, have
given confidence as well as strength to the national defence.

Trusting in the Divine Providence, and in the justice of my cause,

I am firmly resolved to prosecute the war with vigour, and to

make every exertion in order to compel our enemies to listen to

equitable terms of peace and accommodation."
An Address in approbation of the speech being moved by Lord

Lewisham, and seconded by Lord Parker, the following amend-
ment was moved by Lord John Cavendish : viz. " To beseech his

majesty to reflect upon the extent of territory, the power, the

opulence, the reputation abroad, and the concord at home, which
distinguished the opening of his majesty's reign, and marked it as

the most splendid and happy period in the history of this nation

;

and, when he shall have turned his eyes on the endangered, impo-
verished, distracted, and even dismembered state of the whole;
after all the grants of successive parliaments, liberal to profusion,
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and trusting to the very utmost extent of rational confidence, hig

majesty will expect to receive the honest opinion of a faithful and
affectionate parliament, who should think they betrayed his ma-
jesty, and those they represent, if they did not distinctly state to
his majesty, in words, what the world has seen in most calamitous
and disgraceful effects ; that if any thing can prevent the consum-
mation of public ruin, it can only be new councils and new coun-
sellors, without further loss of time, a real change, from a sincere
conviction of past errors, and not a mere palliation, which must
prove fruitless." The amendment was opposed by Mr. William
Adam, Lord North, Mr. Dundas, Mr. Jenkinson, and Mr. Attor-
ney General ; and supported by Mr. Hartley, Mr. James Grenville,
Mr. Thomas To^nshend, Admiral Keppel, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke,
and Mr. Temple Luttrell.

Mr. Fox rose, he said, to express his astonishment at the
paradoxical mode of reasoning adopted by an honourable
gentleman (Mr. Adam,) who introduced bis speech with in-

forming the House on which side he intended to vote when
the House should come to a division, namely, in favour of
administration. The motives which induced that honourable
gentleman to change sides, were rather curious, ^nd of the

lirst impression. At the beginning of the last session he
thought the ministers wrong, but the operations of the last

campaign had taught him to think that ministers were right

;

or in other words, that having once thought ill of them, a line

of conduct, still more disgraceful, more infamous, more de-

structive and ruinous, had at once done away the bad impres-

sion which their less humiliating and less mischievous conduct
challenged, and had detei-mined him to support them ! This,

he would be bold to say, was soaring to the very summit of

political paradox, and parliamentary enigma. The honour-
able gentleman had said, that there were men in administra-

tion who were possessed of great abilities, and who enjoyed

the confidence both of their sovereign and their country.

Wliere was he to seek for them ? Would the honourable
gentleman be so kind as to direct his steps, and enlighten his

researches ? Was he to look for them at the head of the

army ? There he would find an officer, who, he was certain,

had entirely lost the confidence of tiie whole body over whose
interests and immediate government he had been raised, for

the apparent purpose of protecting and regulating, and that

by a partial distribution offavours, military rank, and refusing

military merit its just and dear-bought reward ; because scarce

an instance had happened, since, on an unfortunate and ill-

omened day, his lordship was appointed commander-in-chiefj

in which he did not furnish repeated proofs, that military re-

wards were snatched from the well-entitled veteran, and con-

ferred on those, who had no other recommendation to his

12
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notice than an influence, which he should, as the father and
protector of the anny, have set his face against in the most

unreserved and direct manner. Was it in the secretary of

state's office, that he was to search ? There, indeed, he ought

to find a man, whose knowledge of foreign courts and interests

might render him an able negociator. But there again he

"would be disappointed ; for no such person was to be found

in that office. Was it at the treasury or admiralty-boards

that his enquiries were to meet with the satisfaction sought ?

Alas ! he had little reason to look for success at either. After

a fruitless search through all the departments of the state, the

honourable gentleman had led liim to the court of chancery.

There, indeed, he acknowledged that a noble and learned lord

sat, of the first abilities, who did infinite honour to his bench ;

his lordship was in fiili possession of public confidence, but it

was a confidence in the chancellor, in the noble lord's pro-

fessional abilities, not as a minister ; for the people did not

suppose that his station, his habits, or the duties of his office,

allowed him much time to turn his attention to the political

interests of the nation, or fitted him for the task.

The honourable gentleman had taken an admirable method
ofcommending administration, by saying, that there were men
more incapable among those who aspired to their places. He
did not know how ministers would receive this aukward and

paradoxical compliment, but he knew that if he were a mi-

nister, and a man should come to him and say, " Sir, I can-

not defend you on the ground of your owti conduct, it is so

replete with blunders, absurdities, and inconsistencies, that all

my abilities cannot even palliate them ; but I will tell you

what I can do to serve you : I will inform the world, that the

men who oppose you are more ignorant, more inconsistent,

more infamous, and more disgraceful than yourself:"—on hear-

ing such an address, for his part, he would instantly reply,

*' Begone ! begone, wretch ! who delightest in libelling man-
kind, confounding virtue and \'ice, and insulting the man
whom thou pretendest to defend, by saying to his face, that he

certainly is infamous, but that there are others still more so."*

* The consequence of this speech was a duel between Mr. Yos. and Mr.

Adam, in which Mr. Fox was wounded. The quarrel is sufficiently ex-

plained by the following letters and statement, which were published at

the time by authority

:

Mr. Adam to Mr. Fox.

St. Alban's Tavern, Saturday, 4 o'clock afternoon, Nov. 27, 1779.

Mr. Adam presents his compliments to Mr. Fox, and begs leave to re-

present to him, that upon considering, again and again, what had passed

bstween them last night, it is impossible for him to have his charactwr
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Some gentlemen have been pointed out in the general in-

vective alluded to, and high as his opinion of their abilities

was, he believed, it was not in their power to save their coun-

try at present, at least without an absolute change of system

;

of measures as well as men ; bottomed on the full and unre-

cleared to the public, without inserting the follo\ving paragraph in the
newspapers.
" We have authority to assure the public, that, in a conversation that

" passed between Mr. Fox and Mr. Adam, in consequence of the debate ia
* the House of Commons, on Thursday last, Mr. Fox declared, that, how-
** ever much his speech may have been misrepresented, he did not mean t©
" throw any personal reflection upon Mr. Adam."

Major Humberston does me the honour of delivering this to you, and
will bring your answer.

Mr. Fox to Mr. Adam.

Sir, I am very sorry to say that it is utterly inconsistent with my idea*

of propriety, to authorise the putting any thing into the newspapers relative

to a speech, which, in my opinion, required no explanation. You, who
heard the speech, must know, that it did convey no personal reflection

upon you, unless you felt yourself in the predicament upon which I ani-

madverted. The account of my speech in the newspapers is certainly in-

correct, and certainly unauthorised by me J and therefore, with respect t;o

that, I have nothing to say.

Neither the conversation that passed at Brookes's, nor this letter, are

a secret nature, and ifyou have any wish to relate the one, or to show the

other, you are perfectly at liberty so to do. I am, &c.

Mr. Adam to Mr. Fox.

Chesterfield Street, half past three, Sunday, November 28, 1779.

Sir, as you must be sensible, that the speech printed in the newspapers
reflects i^on me personally ; and, as it is from that only that the public can
have their information, it is evident, that unless that is contradicted by
your authority, in as public a manner as it was given, my character must be
injured. Your refusal to do this, entitles me to presume that you approve
ot the manner in which that speech has been given to the public, and jus-

tifies me in demanding the only satisfaction that such an injury will admit of.

Major Humberston is employed to settle all particulars ; and, the sooner
this aftair is brought to a conclusion, the more agreeable to me. I have
the honour to be, &c.

Statement.
Monday, Nov. 29.

In consequence of a previous misunderstanding between the honourable
Mr. Charles Fox and Mr. Adam, they met, according to agreement, at

eight o'clock this morning in Hyde Park. After tlie ground had been mea-
sured out, at the distance of fourteen paces, Mr. Adam desired Mr. Fox to

fire ; to which Mr. Fox replied, " Sir, I have no quarrel with you ; do you
fire." Mr. Adam then fired, and wounded Mr. Fox, which, we believe,

was not at all perceived by Mr. Adam, as it was not distinctly seen by either

of ourselves, Mr. Fox fired without effect. We then interfered, asking

Mr. Adam if he was satisfied ? Mr. Adam replied, " Will Mr. Fox de-

clare he meant no personal attack upon my character ?" Upon which Mr.
Fox said, this was no place for apologiesj and desired liim to go on. Mr.
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served confidence of tlie sovereign on one side, and every

assistance which such a constitutional confidence could give;

nay he believed that if even the great Earl of Chatham were
alive, a man in whom the people beheved to reside a quoddam
divrnu7)i, he would be found unequal to the task of restoring

the glory and dignity of the British empire, if the present

ruinous system were not first done away, and the very seeds of
it exterminated. The words of the amendment were taken,

he said, from that noble earl, when he first heard his opinion

on the necessity of a real change, a change that would eflPec-

tually bring about the purposes for which it was designed ; a
change of system, without palliatives. He confessed he did

not then clearly understand the noble lord's meaning, but he
had been since fatally convinced of its true import, which
strengthened the former opinion he entertained of that great

man's political penetration and transcendant abilities. He
saw very early indeed, in the present reign, the plan of go-

vernment which had been laid down and had since been in-

variably pursued in every department ; it was not the mere
rumour of the streets that the king was his own minister ; the

fatal truth was evident, and had made itself visible in every

circumstance of the war carried on against America and the

West Indies. There was not the least intelligence in the

West Indies perceptible between the king's officers in the

most kindred departments. Had not all such intelligence

been destroyed by an invisible cabinet influence, could it ever

have happened that there should be in one of our lately cap-

tured islands 150 pieces of ordnance, and only 40 men to

work them ? Could there have been in one place .cannon

v.'ithout balls, and in another balls without cannon ? In short,

could mere ignorance in ministers produce of itself so many
complicated blunders as the last seven years have furnished,

to render the present reign the most disgraceful period in the

annals of this country.

He then asked, what was become of the American war?
that vv'ar which had cost this nation so many millions, and so

much bloodshed from our brave countrymen ! Was it too

Adam iired his second pistol jvithoiit effect. ^Ir. Fox fired his remaining

pistol in the air : and then saving, as the affair vas ended, he had no diffi-

culty in declaring, he meant no more personal affront to Mr. Adam than he
did to either of the other gentlemen present ; Mr. Adain rephed, " Sir,

3'oti have behaved like a man of honour." Mr. Fox then mentioned that

he believed himself \\ oundcd ; and, upon opening his waistcoat, it was
found he was so, but to all appearance shghtly. The parties then sepa-

rated ; and Pt'Ir. Fox's wound, was, on examination, found not likely to

produce any dangerous consequence. Richard Fitzpatkick.
T. Mackenzie Hu.mbeuston.
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trifling a subject to challenge any part of his majesty's atten-

tion, or to have the least notice taken of it in the speech from-

the throne ? or was it totally extinct and given to obhvion ?

The American war was now, it seemed, treated with the same
silence hi his majesty's speech as he would treat the war of
ancient Troy, with which he had nothing to do. But he wish-
ed ihinistry would speak out and say whether the American,
like the Trojan war, was totally past, and no longer to be re-

membered in that House? If that was their determination,
where was the British army under Sir Henry Clinton ? why
were our brave countrymen to be kept in a state of disgusting

inactivity where no war was to be carried on ? If there M^as

no American war in fact existing, except in the swelled cata-

logue of our public accounts, why was an army of 60,000 men
suffered to moulder away at New York, and be the painful

witnesses of the enemy's unrepelled attacks ? to see their near
posts carried by the enemy without an effort on their part to

preserve them ? If it was true tliat General Clinton had an
army of Americans only, who exceeded the number of
Washington's whole force, how was this inactivity to be ac-

counted for?

He next took a short review of the naval and military

operations in the West Indies. He displayed the weakness
of administration in sending out 3500 men with Admiral
Arbuthnot, to reinforce an inactive army, already sufficiently

numerous, if they were themselves to be believed, when with

that force our islands, now in possession of the enemy, might
have bid defiance to the descent of Coimt D'Estaign. He jrave

praise most liberally to that part of the British fleet which en-

gaged the count ; but inveighed strongly against the authors

of the unfortunate circumstance respecting the powder, by
which our seamen saw their balls fall harmless into the water
short of the enemy, whilst our ships received the greatest

damage at the same time from their shot. He expatiated

very powerfully upon the neglects by which our coasts and
docks were exposed to danger during the late alarms of inva-
sion : and made many severe comments upon the operations

of the navy on that occasion
;
particularly on the dishonour-

able circumstance of their flight from an enemy, superior to

them indeed, but which became so, by the shameful folly of

administration, in not preventing the junction of the fleets of

Bourbon.
The minister had ventured to assert, that we v>ere now in a

better state than we were in at the close of the last session.

And how does he prove his assertion ? said the honourable
member. " The enemy intended to invade us and they have

not done it." (At the same time, by the bye, the noble lord
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had expressed his wishes, that they had landed.) Now the

only better prospect the noble lord has in view for his country

next spring is, that they may again attempt and happily that

they may then be able to effect their purpose. If so, that this

3'ear we were in more danger because the enemy did not land;

the next year we shall be in less danger, because they pro-

bably may be more successful, and actually effect a landing.

He then adterted to the mismanagement of the anny

;

mentioning the general dissatisfaction that prevailed amongst

the officers, on account of the mode of promotion in the new
levies. They did not murmur at little partialities shewn to

a Rutland or a Harrington ; the usage of the army suffered

some little deviation from the strict rules of promotion in fa-

vour of such men, and to attach them to the service; but when
officers of long ser\nce are told by a secretary at war, " You
cannot have this or that promotion, because you are in the

army ; but it may be giten to such or such a person, because

he never was in the army," who can wonder at their universal

disgust? * A very worthy friend of mine,' said he, ' (Lieu-

tenant Colonel Campbell,) being under orders to go to Jamaica,

applied for the rank of colonel upon that serv-ice, but was an-

swered that it could not be granted to him, but it was granted

to lord such a one.' " Very true, but he never had any rank

before, and he will only hold it during the war." The rea-

soning deducible from this answer is not incurious ; and the

conclusion is most worthy of remark. Says the secretary at

war, he that never served before, and is presumed to be igno-

rant of the military profession, shall command you that are

skilled in the art, during the war, when military abilities are

so essentially necessary in command ; but make yourself easy

about that, for when the war is over, and mihtary skill is be-

come less necessary, you shall command him. The absurdity

of this reasoning is only to be equalled by the ingenious finesse

which has been introduced by somebody, to obviate the diffi-

culty with respect to officers on half pay, who consent to a

temporary forfeiture of a lieutenant's rank on the old estab-

lishment, in order to obtain a company in one of the new regi-

ments. The officer subscribes a paper, by which he engages

to give up his rank as a lieutenant for ever ; and the com-
mander-in-chief signs a defeasance at the bottom of it, by
which he engages that the officer shall be restored to his rank

at the end of the war ! He concluded this subject by chal-

lenging the commander-in-chief or the secretary at war to

say, whether either of them or whether any one was respon-

sible for the army department.

It was asserted in the speech from the throne, that the

nation had to contend with one of the most dangerous con-
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federacies that ever was formed against the crown and people
of Great Britain; and in so perilous a moment the minister
avowed that government had not a single ally to look to for

assistance. But that was not the fault of administration ; it

was owing to the ingratitude of the European powers. All
America had revolted from us ; but that was not the fault of
administration ; it was the disloyalty of the colonists. We
had lost a considerable part of our West India j)ossessibns

;

but that was not owing to the indolence of ministry ; it was
owing to the activity of D'Estaing, who took them from lis !

Ireland was in a tumult, and Scotland began to grumble ; but
our immaculate ministers were still without blame ; the Scotch
and Irish were themselves the causes of their ov/n distur-

bances. This was another mode of reasoning with which
ministers and their advocates insulted the understanding of
parliament.

The noble lord in the blue ribbon had disclaimed the doc-
trine held out by the followers of administration, relative to

the King's being his own minister, but yet it was most certain

that such a doctrine was daily dispersed by his followers, pro-
bably with an intention of paying their court to him, by pro-
pagating opinions the most disagreeable to their patron. The
doctrine, however, was in itself highly dangerous to the con-
stitution, as it tended to take responsibility from the shoulders

of the ministers and place it on a personage who could do no
wrong, and could not be called to account. However, he
would observe, that though, in general, the evils of a reign

vv'ere attributed to the wicked counsels of an abandoned
ministry ; yet, when those evils reached to a certain height,

ministers were forgotten, and the prince alone was punished.

Thus it was with the royal House of Stuart ; Charles and his

son James had both wicked ministers^ to whom, no doubt,

the errors of their reigns ought to be chiefly ascribed ; and
yet they themselves were punished, the one with loss of life,

the other of his crown. This should be a lesson to sovereigns,

and teach them to check their ministers, and not suffer them-
selves to be blindly led by them, as they themselves may, for

their ministers, bear the whole weight of their people's indig-

nation.

There was not, he observed, in the whole history of this

country, a period that resembled the present, except the reign

of the unfortunate Henry VI. His family, like that of his

present majesty, did not claim the crown as their hereditary

right; it was by revolutions that they both obtained it.

Henry was an amiable and pious prince ; so was his present

majesty : Henry was the son of the most renowned monarch
that had ever sat x'.pon our throne ; George was tlie grandson

VOL. I. P
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of a hero : Henry lost all his father's conquests, and all his

hereditary provinces in France : George had already seen the

conquests of his grandfather wrested from him in the West
Indies, and his hereditary provinces of America erected into

an empire, that disclaimed all connection with him.

His majesty had set out in life with the brightest prospects

that a young man could have wished for : possessed of im-

mense dominions, and the warmest affections of his people, his

accession to the ci'own was completely flattering both to him-

self and his subjects. How sadly was the scene reversed

!

liis empire dismembered, his councils distracted, his people

falling off in their fondness for his person ! He said he only

spoke within doors the language that was held without : the

people were beginning to murmur, and their patience was not

unlimited : they would at last do themselves justice : there

certainly would be insurrections ; and though it was impossible

that the calamities that would attend them could be justified,

or compensated by any good that could be obtained by them,

yet they certainly would take place.

It was not a secret to that House, that the present sove-

reign's claim to the throne of this country was founded only

upon the delinquency of the Stuart family ; a circumstance,

wliich should never be one moment out of his majesty's re-

collection. It was true, indeed, that the unfortunate race of

that name, was universally detested in this country ; and there-

fore his majesty had little to fear from their pretensions : but

he should ever remember that it was the conduct of wicked

and ignorant ministers that excited that detestation for them.

If there was at this day one of that unfortunate House remain-

inor, what a scope for upbi'aidings and remonstrance could he

not find in the present reign ! Could he not say, " You
have banished my ancestor from the throne, and barred the

sceptre from all his progeny for the misconduct of his minis-

ters, and yet the ministers of the present reign are ten times

more wicked and more ignorant than those were ; and whilst

you all agree in giving to your present sovereign the title of

best of princes, his ministers have rendered his reign beyond
any degree of comparison, the most infamous that ever dis-

graced this nation." The minister, though with such a load

of national censure and national calamity on his head, has the

hardiness to boast of his innocence; but it was not a conscious

rectitude of mind that could excuse a minister from criminality.

W'^hat he called innocence might be another name for igno-

ranee, and ignorance in a minister was a crime of the first

magnitude. But the wide ruin that the counsels of adminis-

tration had s}:)read through this great emjiire, and the miserable

state to which they had reduced it in the short space in which
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the present parliament had been sitting, was so fai beyond the
natural effects of mere ignorance, that he could not help
adopting the opinion of his honourable friend (Mr. T. Towns-
hend) that there was treachery at the bottom of the national

councils. The noble lord might flatter himself as much as he
pleased in the protection of a majority, or in the security of
the law ; but when a nation was reduced to such a state of
wi'etchedness and distraction that the laws could afford the
people no relief, they would afford a minister who had caused
the evil but little protection. What the law of the land
could not do, the lav/ ofnature would accomplisii ; the people
would inevitably take up arms, and the first characters in the
kingdom would be seen in their ranks.

After drawing a picture ofthe narrow and impolitic system
of the present reign, and contrasting it with the freedom and
glory of this country in the reign of our great deliverer, the
immortal William the Third, he turned his observations to

the state of Ireland, which he said at present afforded one of
the most critical situations, in which the two kingdoms ever

stood with respect to each other. Every evil that threatened

us from that quarter he imputed directly to the bad policy of
administration last session. He did not mean, then, to offer

iiny opinion upon Avhat steps were proper to be taken in suck
a crisis. Circumstances were ari'ived at that nice point,

that even the power of deliberation was almost taken away
from that Flouse. The situation of affairs was so very deli-

cate, that it was not easy for members to treat the subject in

a becoming manner. They were almost as effectually barred
from giving a free opinion on the case, as the members of the

Irish House, who had the bayonet at theii' breast, and were
sworn by compulsion to vote as the people dictated. But
though he would not deliver his opinion in that House, neither

should any man know from him then what he thought ought
to be done ; he would venture to point out three lines of con-

duct, one of which he was certain must be adopted. Eng-
land must resist altogether the demands of Ireland, or she

must grant them in part or in the whole. If administration

intended to resist their demands, he counselled them for the

sake of mercy to do it instantly, and with every possible effort

of their force : if they meant to grant the whole of their de-
mands, he as earnestly advised them to tlo it without hesita-

tion ; although he could not but say, that even their readiest

compliance would not now be considered as a concession ; the
refusal of their more reasonable requests in the late session,

and the loud voice now raised in that country, would suffi-

ciently mark it v/ith the stamp of necessity.

If they should deem it proper to grant their demands only

p 2
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in part, he asked if they thought Ireland would now be con-

tent with what she asked last session, and which was then fa-

tally denied to her ? As he believed every man in that House
would answer the question in the negative, he desired admini-

stration would draw from it this lesson, not to adopt the same

little line of conduct that they had pursued with respect to

America, and not deny in one session what they offer with addi-

tions the year following, yet still continuing to make little

bargains until they had nothing left to bargain for. He
then appealed to the House upon the propriety of their voting

an address of thanks to his majesty for his " attention to the

state of his loyal and faithful kingdom of Ireland," and chal-

lenged ministry to point out a single instance in which that

attention had been manifested. The noble lord at tlie head

of the treasury could not surely be in earnest when he de-

clared that the American war had nothing to do with the af-

fairs of Ireland. Did not that ill-fated project appear most

conspicuous in every circumstance of the present condition of

that kingdom ? "What stripped Ireland of her troops ? Was
it not the American war ? What brought on the hostilities

of France and put Ireland in fear of an invasion ? Was it

not the American war? What gave Ireland the opportunity

of establishing a powerful and illegal army ? Certainly the

American war. When he called the associated forces an
illegal army, he did not mean to cast any odium upon the

associations. He was equally ready to acknowledge the ne-

cessity and the merit of the plan : but it was the accursed

American war that made that measure necessary, and render-

ed illegality meritorious.

If he might be allowed to hazard a conjecture upon thd

determinations of government with respect to Ireland, he
thought it might be fair to believe, that they were disposed to

make large concessions. The appointment announced that

day, of the Earl of Hillsborough to be one of his majesty's se-

cretaries of state, was the ground of this opinion. It was but

lately that his lordship had communicated the thanks of the

Irish parliament to their associated companies ; and it was ge-

nerally said, that he had accepted the office upon the royal

promise, that Ireland should have an equal trade. How a
certain leai'ned member (the attorney general) could bring

himself to support the man whom he had once menaced with

an impeachment, he could not easily divine. He was equally

at a loss to assign any reason for the supernumerary appoint-

ment of another noble earl (of Carlisle) to the board of trade.

There appeared no reason for increasing the number of com-
missioners at that board, at a time when the object of its busi-

ness was not only decreased, but almost totally lost, except
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the most prodigal waste of the public money. At the

same time, he thought it his duty to say, that he entertained

a very great respect for that young nobleman's private cha-

racter, though he considered his public abihties much too

highly rated for his years and experience. He remarked how
depraved, indeed, that administration must be, when those

who had supported them through so many dirty measures,

were ashamed to associate with them any longer, and made
room for the changes which had happened that day. But it

was not by such changes that the nation could be relieved,

and its constitution restored. Such changes were but pal-

liatives, and nothing but an implicit compliance with the

amendment then under consideration could save us from ruin,

restore the empire to prosperity, and add lustre to the

prince on the throne, by making him the happy sovereign of

a free and affectionate people.

The question being put on the amendment, the House divided :

Tellers. Tellers.

V f L.J.Cavendish7 xt f LordHinchingbrook7 ^^,Y^^'
iMr. Byng j

154.-N0ES
>^^^^ Robinson j ^33-

So it passed in the negative. The original address was then

agreed to.

The Earl of Upper Ossory's Motion on the Discon-
tents IN Ireland.*

Decemhey^ 6.

THIS day tlie Earl of Upper Ossory moved, " That it is highly

criminal in his majesty's ministers, to have neglected taking

effectual measures for the relief of the kingdom of Ireland, and to

* " The parliament of Ireland met on the 12th of October, and soon

shewed that they had received a portion of the general spirit of the nation.

They declared iii their addresses to the throne, that nothing less than a free

and unhmited trade could save that country from ruin. The addresses

were carried up with great parade amidst the acclamations of the people.

The Duke of Leinster, who commanded the Dublin volunteers, escorted

the Speaker in person upon that occasion ; whilst the streets were lined on

both sides, from the parhament-house to the castle, by that corps, drawn

up in their arms and uniforms. That nobleman had also moved for the

thanks of the Lords to the volunteer corps throughout the kingdom, which

was carried with only one dissenting voice.

" The associations and people at large, full of anger and jealousy, mani-

fested strong apprehensions of political duplicity on this side of the water

;

P 3
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have suffered the discontents in that kingdom to rise to such a

height, as evidently to endanger a dissolution of the constitutional

connection between the two kingdoms, and to create new embar-

rassments to the public councils, by division and diffidence, in a

moment, when real unanimity, grounded on mutual confidence

and affection, is confessedly essential to the preservation of what

33 left of the British empire." The m.otion was seconded by Lord

Midleton, and supported by Mr. Burke, Mr. Thomas Town-
shend, Mr. Fox, Colonel Barre, and Mr. Dunning. It was op-

posed by Sir John Wrottesley, Lord Beauchamp, Earl Nugent,

Mr. Dundas, Mr. Macdonald, Lord North, Mr. Welbore Ellis,

Lord George Germain, and the Attorney General.

Mr. Fox* rose immediately after Mr. Dundas. It would

be a vain attempt to endeavour to follow the honourable gen-

tleman through a speech which took an hour and a half in

the delivery, and which was delivered with a rapidity of

utterance, a flow of language, and in a strain of oratory rarely

equalled. He felt, he said, the utmost indignation at a pas-

and, perhaps, did not place a perfect confidence in the steadiness or perse-

verance of their own parlianient. They were afi-aid, that they would be

amused by fair and empty promises, until they had resigned their power

along with the national purse, by granting the supplies for the two follow-

ing years, according to the customary mode in that country ; when being

no longer necessary to government, a sudden prorogation would put an end

to all hope of, at least, amicable redress, for the present. Under this ap-

prehension, a short money bill, for six months only, by which means parlia-

ment would still continue indispensably necessary to government, became

the general cry of the nation.
" As this innovation upon established form and method, was strongly op-

posed, particularly by the court part}', the Dublin mob thought it necessary

to shew their zeal in the public cause; they were accordingly guilty ofgreat

and violent outrages, as well in their endeavours to enforce the measure, as

in their punishir.ent of the refractory. Although the Irish parliament used

proper measures to express their resentment, and to maintain their dignity

upon this occasion ; yet many of themselves being inclined to a vigorous

jjroceeding, and the rest borne down by a cry almost universal in the na-

tion, the representatives found it at length necessary to comply, and the

short money bill was accordingly passed on that side : a necessity equally

convincing, secured the passage of that hiuniliating and mortifying act in

England." Annual Register.

* " This was the first time Mr. Fox had appeared in the House since the

duel with JNIr. Adam. The debates were long, various, and interesting.

All the wit, ability, and eloquence of the Opposition, were thrown out

without measure or reserve against the ministers. On their side, they exert-

ed themselves much more than they had done in the House of Lords. The
two great leaders and speakers of the Opposition in that House took a large

share in the debate, and were as usual distinguished. The appearance of

Mr. Fox, after his recovery from the wound which he had received in the

late duel, occasioned by something that had fallen from him on the first day

of the session, aftbrded matter of much general curiosity ; and that incident

seemed now to have produced a renovation, rather than any detraction of

his former spirit." Annual Register.
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sage in the learned member's speech, who had dared to

arraign gentlemen on that side of the House, with causing

by their inflammatory speeches, the misfortunes that this

devoted country had already felt ; and the much greater that

threatened them :—He, of all men, whose inflammatory
harangues had concurred in bringing parliament and the

nation into those calamities, which he had the confidence to

attribute to persons who had all along done every thing in

their power to prevent the predicted consequences : he, whose
inflammatory harangues had led the nation, step by step,

from violence to violence, in that inhuman, unfeeling system

of blood and massacre, which every honest man must detest,

which every good man must abhor, and every wise man con-

demn : he, who had dealt in nothing but in exaggeration, in

the most inflammatory expressions, in incitements to revenge,

and the horrid catalogue of monsters which follow in its train

;

—that such a man dared to impute the guilt of such measures

to those who had all along, in each successive step of its

progress, foretold the consequences; had prayed, intreated,

and supplicated, not even for America, but for the credit of the

nation and its eventual welfare ; to arrest the hand of power,

meditating slaughter and directed by injustice; to reflect a
single moment, and after counting the possible gain, compare
it with the certain loss ; a loss of national reputation, of na-

tional humanity, of national justice, and, in fine, if nothing

but interest was to sway the authors of this diiibolical scheme,

of national interest and national safety. What was the con-

sequence of the sanguinary measures recommended in those

bloody, inflammatory speeches? Though Boston was to be

starved; though Hancock and Adams were proscribed; yet

at the feet of these very men, the parliament of Great Britain

were obliged to kneel, to flatter, and cringe; and as they

liad the cruelty at one time to denounce vengeance against

those men, so they had the meanness afterwards to prostrate

themselves before them and implore their forgiveness.

Was he who called the Americans " Hancock and his

crew," to reprehend any set of men for inflammatory

speeches ? Or had sad experience, though not a real refor-

mation, so far altered his sentiments, that he found it necessary

to express himself in more favourable terms of Perry and his

crew [The Speaker of the Irish House of Commons] ? The
softened, guarded language adopted by the learned gentleman,

might be easily accounted for. Perry and his crew had used

arguments particularly conciHating, convincing, and persua-

sive, and they were no less powerful. The arguments of

Perry and his crew consisted of 42,000 bayonets.

He would repeat, tliat tliis mode of defending administra-

r 4
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tion, by libelling those who differed in opinion from them,

was, to the Inst degree, infamous and contemptible, and, in the

particular instance, remarkably so. " The complaints," said

the learned gentleman, "have originated on this side of the

water, and have been sent over to Ireland." Was that the

case ? Most certainly not ; the cliarge was false ; he could give

it no other epithet. It was false and infamous ; it was scan-

dalous. Were there no distresses in Ireland? were there no
discontents before gentlemen on this side of the House had
spoken on the subject? were there no men of understanding

in Ireland? Had there been no pamphlets written in that

kingdom, or newspapers published, or essayists, v> ho discussed

the subject in print there ? If there were, and they had all

united in the same opinion, and in much stronger terms than

any thing which had come from the side of the House on
which he had the honour to sit, what would the world think

of the man who dared to avow in his place, that the topics of

complaint had been suggested by a particular description of

men in that House, and from thence had made their way to

Ireland? He was ashamed to dwell upon so trifling a circum-

stance, but he could not help expressing his resentment, when
lie reflected on the injustice of the charge, and the purposes

which it was apparently brought forward to promote. Were
there no men of abilities in either House of Parliament in

Ireland ? Were Mr. Serjeant Burgh, Mr. Grattan, and several

other characters equally well known, and when known highly

respected, solely governed by what had fallen in debate in that

House; or had the distresses of the country created a princi-

ple of union, directed to a general redress, which nothing but

the native feelings of the Irish nation gave birth to ?

After having made several pointed animadversions, on what
he called the inflammatory part of the learned gentleman's

discourse, he endeavoured to trace the origin of all our evils

to its grand source, the American war. It was that accursed
war that had led us, step by step, into all our present misfor-

tunes and national disgraces. What was the cause of our
'

wasting forty millions of money, and sixty thousand lives?

The American war. What was it that produced the French
rescript, and a French war? The American v.ar. What was
it that produced the Spanish manifesto and Spanish war? The
American v/ar. What was it that armed 42,000 men in

Ireland, with the arguments carried on the point of 42,000
bayonets ? The American war. For what were we about to

incur an additional debt of twelve or fourteen millions ? That
accursed, diabolical, and cruel American war.

, He was not present the other evening when a very intelli-

gent and ingenious gentleman below him (Mr. Hartley) had
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asked the noble lord in the blue ribbon, whether ministers

intended to persevere in the American war. He could not
pretend to speak with precision, but he was informed that the
noble lord answered in the affirmative. It was this accursed
war that had already lost us the empire of America. It was
this war, that caused the disgrace of the British flag, and had
already stripped us of some of our most valuable West India
possessions. It was this war that had already rendered us

contemptible to all Europe, which caused us to be deserted by
our fi-iends and allies, and despised and trampled upon by our
enemies. It was this ruinous war that had brought on the

distresses of Ireland. It was this war that had obliged the

government here to abandon that of Ireland. It was this war
that had consequently armed Ireland, and, in short, induced
the people there to associate, in order to defend them.selvcs, as

well against their domestic enemies, the ministers of Great
Britain, as their foreign foes.

But to all this I expect to hear the noble lord shortly rise,

and say, it was not I that caused America to resist ; their re-

sistance was rebellious, and they, not ministers, were the cause.

It was not I that brought on the French war ; France united

with our rebellious subjects. It was France therefore Avas to

blame. It was not I that was the author of the Spanish war

;

Spain joined France, and it was France and Spain that were
to blame. After anticipating for some time the presumed de-

fence the noble lord would make, he then attacked him very

severely on account of his obstinacy, indolence, and general

incapacity, and adverted to the recent resignation of two great

officei's of state (Lords Gower and Weymouth). Was it

merely the language of that side of the House, that the minis-

try were incapable and neglectful, and the minister so habitu-

ally indolent and inattentive to the duties of his office, that one
of the noble lords alluded to (Earl Gower) speaking to the

very question, which was the subject of the present motion,

after declaring that the truth of it was clear to him, added,
*' but it is impossible to say what may be deemed a criminal

neglect in some men ; for some men are so overwhelmed Avith

habitual indolence and inattention, that what may be deemed
criminal in others, may only be a mixture of nature and habit

in them." Were the speeches made on that side the House
singular in their tenor from the general opinion which pre-

vailed without doors ? He believed not. He was persuaded,

there was hardly a man out of that House, or indeed in it,

however he might vote that evening, who doubted of the total

incapacity of ministers. What did the noble lord, whom he

had lately alluded to, say in the other House, a noble lord,

who lately presided in his majesty's councils, but " that hp
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could no longer, having seen such things, remain there with

honour or conscience." Was this the voice of faction, or the

random assertions of partial and uninformed men ? On the

contrary', was it not the candid explicit declaration of a

person who had presided in those councils, who had been a

witness to what was every day going forward there, who had
yet declared himself of no party ; and, speaking like an honest

man, spoke out, saying, that beholding such things as he daily

saw transacting tliero, he could no longer continue a specta-

tor, accountable to his country, his sovereign, and himself,

with honour or conscience?

The learned gentleman had said, that the distresses felt by

Ireland were not brought on them by the present ministers,

but by the restrictive and other trade laws, passed in this

country. As a general proposition, he was ready to admit it

in part, though many of the internal grievances, he was ready

to prove, originated from government alone ; but would the

learned gentleman say, that the total loss of the American

trade, the most valuable part of the Irish commerce ; the em-
bargo of the onlj^ export they had but linen, the increased

taxes, and a variety of other causes, had not accelerated those

distresses, if not entirely created them ? The learned gentleman

had indiisti'iously endeavoured to shew, that the present mo-
tion was incapable of proof, or so indefinite, as not to admit of

it. This was the most strange perversion of reasoning he had
ever heard. The proof lay within a very narrow compass.

Was not the address of that House, and the king's answer,

evidence of the duty imposed upon ministers ? Would minis-

ters say, that they had performed that duty? They could

not ; they dare not. The learned gentleman's fallacious mode
of stating the question, evidently involved the grossest absur-

dity ; for the proof was clearly put upon them, that they had
discharged the duty so imposed upon them. The onus lay

upon ministers, to shew what they had done in consequence

of the address, or if they had done nothing, that they acted to

the utmost, as far as circum.stances vrould permit.

He allowed, however, that it was impossible to prove the

proposition otherwise than by proving a negative. He might

state which minister advised his majesty to do this or do that,

but it would be an extreme difficult undertaking, to prove

who had advised his majesty to do nothing. Negligence was
the most direct negative, and a negative could only be proved

by an a/ibi. For instance, if a man was charged with com-
mitting a murder at York, he might establish a defence by
proving, that at the time the fact was charged to have been

committed, he was in London. Let, then, his majesty's mi-

nisters prove, that it was not in their power to attend to the

4
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affairs of Ireland, because they were busily employed in more
essential matters; with the defence, for instance, of Great
Britain against the meditated invasion of our foreign enemies

;

with the naval operations at home ; with the war in the West
Indies, or the war in America : but if they had been so ncgii-

gent as to attend to no one part of their duty, and to have
done nothing the whole summer, the only defence they could
set up was taken away.

If the censure of ministers should not prove advantageous
both to England and Ireland, he wished for no punishment
against any of them, which could only originate in resentment
or revenge. He wished that punishment to operate as a pre-

ventive ; for when it was taken up on any other ground than
by way of prevention in future, by being rendered exemplary,
it most clearly degenerated into personal enmity and revenge.

He could say fairly, that he had no enmity whatever to the

noble lord in the blue ribbon, nor to any member of admini-

stration : what made him so anxious was solely the good of his

country. It was the general calamities of the empire that had
made Ireland poor ; but it was the incapacity and negligence

of government, that had rendered her bold and daring. It

Was, therefore, incumbent upon parliament, to shew their

fullest disapprobation of that indolence and incapacity, and
convince Ireland that they were as ready as themselves to re-

sent and punish the cruel treatment, which they had received

from ministers. Ireland would see by such a conduct, that it

Was not this country but its ministers who were blameable

;

which would, in his opinion, prove the surest means of once

more binding both countries in the most indissoluble ties of

friendship and affection. This was the motive which ought

to operate with Great Britain at the present minute. It had
been frequently urged in that House, that the strength of

govei'nment had been broken, its measures impeded, and its

efforts rendered weaker by the struggles of party. He said,

he knew but of two parties in the kingdom. Ilis majesty's

ministers supported by the influence of the crown, against all

Great Britain. These were the two parties. The people for-

merly divided, perhaps, on points of mere speculation, had at

length united ; all divisions and subdivisions of men were at

length embodied. Experience of what had passed, and the

dread of worse that might happen, had melted them into one

mass. He was happy to have it in his power to affirm, that

the friends of the people and of their country, had but one

opinion, both in that and in the other House. The first

men of rank, fortune, and character, in both Houses, had

firmly and virtuously resolved to set their faces against this

increasing, this alarming influence of the crown, and never to
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co-operate upon any terms with men, who did not feel it them-

selves, but had endeavoured all in their power to render it pre-

valent and extensive. They had resolved to act in concert, and

nothing would ever content them, but reducing the influence of

the crown within due and constitutional bounds. The sense of

danger had brought about this coalition ; they were the friends

of the constitution, the well-v/ishers of his majesty, but the

avowed and determined enemies of this dangerous influence,

which grew proportionally strong, as the empire grew weak

;

and was in a progressive state of increase, as the fame, wealth,

and possessions of the British empire were gradually diminish-

ing, and sinking into a state of internal imbecility and exter-

nal contempt. It v/as a lamentable contest in which his

majesty was engaged j a contest not with a disaffected party,

inimical to his government or family establishment, or who
thirsted after power or place ; not with a faction who were

enemies to his ministers in person, but a contest with the

whole body of his subjects, who saw, that the further support

of such ministers would, if not timely prevented, terminate in

the ruin of the empire.

After pursuing a very wide circuit, and taking a transient

view ofalmost every measure adopted since the commencement
of the American war ; he adverted again to the question, and
observed, that such was the miserable dilemma this country

was reduced to, by the gross misconduct of ministers, that

the British parliament could not now act upon principles of

justice or sound policy with a good grace. The dignity of

the British parliament was gone, and they would be now
compelled to grant what would in the end, they foresaw, be
extorted from them. He mentioned the circumstance of Mr.
Alderman Horan's application at the custom-house of Dublin,

to make an entry of Irish woollens for Holland. What might
have been the consequence of the clerk's refusal, had it not

been for the temperate interference of the gentlemen mIio lead

the country party in that kingdom? The consequeriCe would
have been, that Mr. Horan v.ould have shij:)pcd his goods for

exportation, contrary to several British acts of parliament

still subsisting; his majesty's cutters would have seized them,

as being contraband ; the second edition of Boston violence

would have been published, and Britain, at a most critical and
tremendous moment, would, to the rest of her numerous and
formidable foes, have had Ireland to contend v.'ith. This,

but for the reason already assigned, the temper and mode-
ration of the leading men in that country, controuling and
softening the indignant resentments of their brethren, would
have been the consequence of the criminal conduct of those

against whom the present motion vras directed.
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The Irish Associations* had been called illegal : legal or
illegal, he declared he entirely approved of them. He ap-
proved of that manly determination which, in the dernier
resort, flew to arms in order to obtain deliverance. When
the last particle of good faith in men was exhausted, they
would seek in themselves the means of redress ; they would
recur to first principles, to the spirit as well as letter of the con-
stitution ; and they could never fail in such resources, though
the law might literally condemn such a departure from its ge-
neral and unqualified rules ; truth, justice, and public virtue,

accompanied with prudence and judgment, would ever bear
up good men in a good cause, that of individual protection
and national salvation.

God knew, that he sincerely lamented the cause which pro-
duced this sad, he could not but say, this perplexing and hu-
miliating alternative. He most heartily lamented that any
cause had been administered which seemed to justify violence

* Lord Sheffield, in his " Observations on the present State of Ireland,"

published in 1785, gives the folIo\ving account of these extraordinary Asso-
ciations :

" It is necessary to notice a phenomenon which now began to
appear. The like never has been observed in any country, at least where
there was an established government. To describe it strictly, it may be
called an army, unauthorized by the laws, and uncontrolled by the govern-
ment of the country ; but it was generally known by the name of Volun-
teers of Ireland. Their institution bore some semblance of a connection
with the executive power. Arms belonging to the state, and stoi'ed under
the care of the lieutenants of counties, were delivered to them, upon the

alarm of foreign invasion. So fiu- they seemed to be countenanced by
government, but in a short time they caused no little jealousy and un-
easiness. The arms issued from the public stores were insufficient to supply

the rapid increase ofthe volunteers. Tl.e rest were procured by themselves,

and the necessary accoutrements, with a considerable number of field-

pieces. It answered the purpose of Opposition in both countries to speak
highly of them, and the supporters of government in both countries jnen-

tioned them with civility. The wonderful efforts of England in America
were somehow wasted to no purpose of decision, American successes

inflamed grievances which had been long felt in Ireland, Ireland, in truth,

had infinitely more cause for complaint, and had been infinitely more op-

pressed than America; the latter had never submitted to half the hm'tfid

restrictions in which the other had for many years quietly acquiesced.

But now, petitions, remonstrances, popular resolves, and parliamentary

addresses were vigorously urged, and in about four years Ireland was hap-

pily relieved from many commercial restraints, which should have been
removed long before, and gained several other points which she thought

essential to her welfare. The volunteers preserving a degree of reserve

and decency, kept at a certain distance, but were never entirely out of
sight. They had been serviceable in supporting the civil magistrate ; fewer

castles, houses, or lands, were kept by forcible possession ; sherifTs were
enabled to do their duty ; fewer rapes and other enormities were com-
mitted than usual ; and here, if the volunteers had stopped, and we had
seen no more of them after the establishment of peace, theix page in hit-,

tory would have beeo fUij and respectable."
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or resistance; he dreaded the consequences, however justi-

fiable in their origin, or moderately or judiciously conducted

;

but whatever the effects might be, he was ready to acknow-

ledge that such a power was inherent in men ; as men and
citizens it was a sacred trust in their hands, as a defence

against the possible or actual abuse of power, political trea-

chery, and the arts and intrigues of government ; and when
all other means failed, resistance he should ever hold as per-

fectly justifiable.

Towards the conclusion of his speech he was, for the second

time, extremely severe on the noble lord in the blue ribbon

as minister. He did not pretend to guess at his plan, but

from past experience, and his general conduct, he had no
doubt but what he would propose would be exactly the reverse

of every thing he had hitherto done respecting Ireland ; and

he was persuaded, the only chance that the noble lord had of

being right was when he departed from, or rather expressly

contradicted, his general line of conduct, it being always the

fortune of the noble lord to set out wrong, and trust to chance

for striking into the right road. He reminded parliament of

what had fallen from his honourable friend (Mr. Burke) and
some others, who had spoken early in the debate, that it was

the noble lord in the blue ribbon, and he only, in point of

real effect, who had prevented the relief intended to be given

to Ireland the two preceding sessions, more particularly the

last. This he confirmed in the strongest manner, by referring

to what had been urged by him on that occasion, and desired

the House to recollect what he had then predicted, and what

had since literally come to pass, namely, augmented armed
associations, sufficiently formidable to dictate to and direct an

acquiescing British parliament.

At half past twelve the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

r The Earl ofUpper! f Mr.C.Townshend 1
Yeas < Ossory > loo.-NoES

-| f
^92*

CMr.T.TownshendJ (.Sir Grey Cooper J
So it passed in the negative.

Mr. Burke's Plan of Economical Reform.

December 15.

MR. BURKE briefly opened the outlines of his celebrated plan

of economical reform, and gave notice that he would bring

forward the business as soon after the Christmas holidays as pos-
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sible. Lord John Cavendish, Mr. Dempster, Mr. Fox, Mr. Gil-

bert, and Colonel Barre spoke shortly in approbation of the plan.

Mr. Fox said :—I cannot, Sir, prevail on myself to be
entirely silent upon such an occasion as this. I shall, however,

trouble the House with but a very few words. I have some
knowledge of the plan of my honourable friend ; and, in

general, it has my hearty approbation. I thank him for the

pains he has taken for the public service : I thank him as

much for his endeavours to vindicate the honour of this House.
I am just come from another place*, where the first men in

the kingdom, the first in abilities, the first in estimation, are

now libelling this House. Every instance they give— and
they give many and strong instances— of uncorrected abuse,

with regard to public money, is a libel on this House. Every
argument they use for the reduction of prodigal expence—
and their arguments are various and unanswerable— is a libel

on this House. Every thing they state on the luxuriant

grov/th of corrupt influence— and it never was half so flou-

rishino;— is a libel on this House.

But, Sir, this House will be brought, by proper means,

to wipe off" all these imputations. The people for a long time

have been slow and torpid. The noble lord on the floor

doubts whether they have virtue enough to go through with

the plan of reformation, which my honourable friend has to

propose. But the virtue of necessity will animate them at

last ; and through them will it animate and correct this House.

The virtue of necessity— sure in its principle, and irresisti-

ble in its operation— is an effectual reformer. It awakens

late ; but it calls up many other virtues to its aid ; and their

joint exertion will infallibly bear down the greatest force, and
dissipate the strongest combination that corrupt men have

ever formed, or can ever form against them.

There is amongst us but one mind upon the subject. I

hope and trust, that no man or description of men, none who
look to the public, none who wish the public ever to look up
to them, will be so lost to all sense of their own reputation,

and to all discernment of their true interest, as at any time,

upon any terms, or upon any pretences, to accept of the

management of the state, without securing the execution of

the plan of my honourable friend, or of one similar to it.

* An interesting debate had this day taken place in the House of Lords,

on a motion made by the Earl of Shelburne, relative to the alarming

addition recently made to the national debt, under the head of Extra-

ordinaries,
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If they should do otherwise, let tliem come into oflfice with

what intentions they may, they will sink in character faster

than they can rise in power. That very influence, which

they are prevailed upon to cherish as their means of strength,

will become the source of their weakness. They will find,

that the influence is not at their disposal. They will fmd
every good design which they may form, traversed and frus-

trated. This influence will even appear in avowed opposition

to them. It will be employed first to embarrass, and at

length to destroy them. Whoever wishes for ability to serve

their country, must get rid of that kind of instrument.

My honourable friend who spoke last says well, that his

duty and allegiance to the king are strong motives with him,

for wishing success to this proposition. Certainly they must

be so to every good subject. Can the king possibly enjoy the

affection and confidence of his people, when his intei'est is

wholly dissociated from theirs, and put upon a bottom per-

fectly separate ? It is but one and the same principle which

cements friendship between man and man in society, and
which promotes affection between king and subject ; namely,

that they share but one fortune ; that they flourish by the

same prosperity ; and are equal sufferers under the same dis-

tress ; that the calamity of the people is tlie depression of the

prince. On any other terms, there can be no sympathy be-

tween men in any relation of life. Can any thing be more
unseemly, more calculated to separate his majesty from his

people, and to alienate his people from him, than to find,

that when the landed estates are sunk one-fifth in value, when
their rents remain unpaid ; when manufactures languish and

trade expires ; and in that condition, burthen upon burthen is

piled upon the fainting people; when men of all ranks

are obliged to retrench the most innocent luxuries, and even

such as were rather grown by habit into a kind of decent con-

venience, and to draw themselves up into the limits of an aus-

tere and pinching economy, that just the beginning of that

time should be chosen, that a period of such general distress

should be snatched at as the lucky moment for complimenting

the crov/n with an addition of no less than 1 00,000/. a-year i

that the king shoidd rise in splendour upon the very ruins of

the country, and amidst its desolations should flourish with

increased opulence amidst the cries of his afflicted subjects ?

It is something monstrous, something unnatural : an outrage

to the sense ; an insult on the sufferings of the nation.

I hope, therefore, for the sake ofthe public, for the sake of

all public men, for the sake of the crown, and for the sake of

the king upon the throne, that my honourable friend will
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add perseverance to the diligence he has already employed in
his plan for lessening the public expences and reducing the
ruinous influence of the crown ; and that no time after the
holidays will be lost in producing it. He has my hearty ap-
probation, and shall have my warmest support.

Petition from the County or York for an Economical
Reform in the Public Expenditure.

February 8, 1780.

THE business of public meetings, of petitions to parliament, and
of associations for the redress of grievances, was commenced

during the Christmas recess ; and the adoption of these means for

procuring a reform in the executive departments of the state, not
only became soon very general, but the minds of the public being
agitated and warmed by these meetings, the views of many, and
those persons of no mean weight and consequence, were extended
still farther ; and they gradually began to consider, that nothing
less than a reform in the constitution of parhament itself, by shor-

tening its dvu'ation, and obtaining a more equal representation of
the people, could reach to a perfect cure of the present, and
afford an effectual preservative against the return of similar evils.

The great, populous, and opulent county of York led the way,
and set the example to the rest of the kingdom. A very nume-
rous and respectable meeting of the gentlemen, clergy, and free-

holders, including persons of the first consideration and property
in the county, and in the kingdom, such as pei-haps never was as-

sembled in the same manner in this nation, was held at York on
the last day but one of the year. There a petition to the House
of Commons was unanimously agreed upon, and accompanied with

a resolution, that a committee ofsixty-one gentlemen be appointed

to carry on the necessary correspondence for effectually promoting
the object of the petition ; and likewise to prepare a plan of an
association, on legal and constitutional grounds, to support the

laudable reform, and such other measures as might conduce to re-

store the freedom of parliament. The petition was this day pre-

sented to the House of Commons by Sir George Savile, setting

forth,

" That this nation hath been engaged for several years in a

most expensive and unfortunate war ; that many of our valuable co-

lonies, having actually declared themselves independent, have

formed a strict confederacy with France and Spain, the dangerous

and inveterate enemies of Great Britain ; that the consequence of

those combined misfortunes hath been a large addition to the

national debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, a rapid decline of

the trade, manufactures, and land rents of the kingdom : alarmed

vol.. f. g
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at the diminished resources and growing burthens of this country,

and convinced that rigid frugality is now indispensably necessary

in every department of the state, your petitioners observe, with

grief, that notwithstanding the calamitous and impoverished con-

dition of the nation, much public money has been improvidently

squandered ; and that many individuals enjoy sinecure places,

efficient places with exorbitant emoluments, and pensions unmerit-

ed by public service, to a large and still increasing amount, whence
the crov/n has acquired a great and unconstitutional influence,

which, if not checked, may soon prove fatal to the liberties of this

country : your petitioners, conceiving that the true end of every

legitimate government is not the emolument of any individual, but

the welfare of the community, and considering that, by the con-

stitution of this realm, the national purse is intrusted in a peculiar

manner to the custody of this honourable House, beg leave farther

to represent, that, until effectual measures be taken to redress the

oppressive grievances herein stated, the grant of any additional

sum of public money, beyond the produce of the present taxes,

will be injurious to the rights and property of the people, and
derogatory from the honour and dignity of parliament : your pe-

titioners, therefore, appealing to the justice of this honourable

House, do most earnestly request. That, before any new burthens

are laid upon this country, effectual measures may be taken by
this House, to enquire into and correct the gross abuses in the

expenditure of public money, to reduce all exorbitant emolu-

ments, to rescind and abolish all sinecure places and unmerited
pensions, and to appropriate the produce to the necessities of the

state, in such manner as to the wisdom of parliament shall seem
meet."

Sir George Savile supported the petition in a speech fraught

with much good sense and plain and perspicuous reasoning. Lord
North did not oppose the reception of the petition, but was for

postponing its consideration till after that of the ways and means
for raising the supplies.

Mr. Fox said, that he had not intended to speak at this

time on the subject of the petition before the House; but he
could not refrain from making a few observations on the po-

sitions that had now been laid down by the noble loi'd. The
consideration of the petition, says he, may very fitly be post-

poned till after that of the ways and means for raising the sup-

plies. Compare this language with the generous and mag-
nanimous admiration of ministers, when they applauded and
admired the conduct of the associations in Ireland, who re-

fused to grant supplies for more than one half year, before

their grievances should be redressed, before the praver of
their petition for a free trade should be granted. Is there,

then, one law for the associations in Ireland, and another
for those of England ? No. The noble lord is a man of ac-

curacy and consistency. He must therefore mean, whatever
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he may have said in the heat and hurry of debate, that tlie

associations in England, in imitation of those in Ireland,

ought to grant no suppHes, to pay no taxes, until their peti-

tion shall be treated with proper respect ; until its prayer

shall be fidly granted. I am at a loss to conjecture the threats

that the nobie lord says have been hinted by the honourable
gentleman, meaning thereby to fix a stigma on this and other

petitions. The people are not in arms, they do not menace
civil wnr. They have in their power, legal, constitutional,

peaceable means of enforcing their petition. It is to these

means the honourable gentleman alludes, when the noble

lord supposes that he throws out threats of another kind. No,
Sir, let not the mild but firm voice of liberty be mistaken for

the dismal and discordant accents ofblood and slaughter. The
evil the honourable gentleman presages, if this or other peti-

tions are spurned with contempt and insolence, is of another,

though not ofa less formidable, nature. The people will lose all

confidence in their representatives, all reverence for Parlia-

ment. The consequences of such a situation I need not point

out : let not the contemplation of necessary effects from cer-

tain causes be considered as a denunciation of vengeance.

I wish most anxiously that gentlemen would consider what
they are when they sit in this House. Insignificant of them-

selves, they derive their importance from the appointment of

their constituents. It is the duty of members of parliament

to conform to the sentiments, and in some degree, even to

the prejudices of the people. In their legislative capacity, the

wishes and wants of the people, ought in this land of liberty

to be their grand rule of conduct. I say in their legislative

capacity ; for I make a distinction between that and their

judicial capacity; in which last they must give judgment ac-

cording to the letter of the law, and in this, too, they con-

sult the interests of liberty. Suppose the people should

be of opinion tlia,t there is no longer any need of a very

expensive board of trade and plantations, when that trade

and those plantations, for the sake of which the board

was first established, no longer exist, would it not be-

come the noble lord's duty, to sacrifice his particular opinion

to tlieirs, and to act agreeably to their notions and instruc-

tions ? The noble lord has been very severe upon the ho-

nourable gentleman, on the supposition that he had entered

liis caveat against even taking time to enquire into the alle-

gations contained in the petition. The honourable gentle-

man has himself sufficiently repelled the attacks of his noble

opponent, by reminding him that what he apprehended was

not a real but a mock enquiry. But one thing, said Mr.

Fox, I cannot but remark. The ideas of an enquiry, and

Q 2
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an intention to defeat its object, seem so intimately connected

in the noble lord's mind, that it is not in his ])oAver to disjoin

them : so closely associated, that he cannot think of the one,

without confounding it with the other. 1 cannot imagine,

that any objection can possibly be made to the petition. But
some may say, " Are we sinners above all that went before

ns, like those on whom the tower of Shiloh fell ? Are we
more corrupt than other parliaments who were never pestered

with petitions of this kind ?" No, I do not suppose you are ;-

but though former parliaments v/ere as bad as you, and you
know the severity of that comparison, yet the people did not

know it. Now they c!o not perhaps see it, but they feel it; they

feel the pressure of taxes ; they beg you would not lay your hand
so heavily on them, but be as economical as possible. We on
this side of the House recommend and enforce their applica-

tions. Let ministry hearken to the petitions of the people,

even though they are recommended to their favourable regard

by members in opposition. Let them grant their requests^

and the whole glory of so popular a compliance will be theirs^

Their praises were sounded in loud ^strains for granting to the

people of Ireland, what that people made good for themselves

by their ov/n muskets. I will put the controversy between the

ministry anel gentlemen on this side of the House, on the same
issue on which the wisest of men, Solomon, rested the determi-

nation of the dispute between the two women, each of whom
claimed the living child, and disavowed the dead one. We
say to ministry, you misapply the public money ; nay, you
do worse, you apply it to bad piu'poses : ministry say to us,

you want our places ; and thus the charge of corruption is

given and retorted. Come now, let us see whose child cor-

ruption is ; Opposition are willing, are desirous, that it should

be sacrificed ; ministry have often made similar professions ;.

the time is come to prove the sincerity of both ; see who will

now acknowledge ; see who will lather this dear but denied
child, corruption ! On the whole, economy will strengthen

the hands of government, relieve the people from hardships,

be a source offame and triumph to ministry over their adver-
saries ; for who will dare to say, or who will not be abhorred
for saying any thing to the prejudice of so honest and upright
an administration, as those men who shall redress in so satis-

factory a manner the grievances of an oppressed people ?

The people of England only pray to be on a footing with the
subjects of France, whose government have voluntarily re-

scinded unnecessary places, thus opening a soui'ce of strength

in a tender and in a wise plan of economy.

Tlie petition was ordered to lie on the table.
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Sir George Savile's Mqtion for the Pension List.

February 15.

SIR George Savlle moved, " that there be laid before the House
an account of all places for life or lives M'hether held by

patent or otherwise ; specifying the dates of such patents, or other
instruments by which such places are held, the names of the per-
sons who hold the same, and the salaries and fees belonging
thereto." By this account, he said, the House, and of course his

constituents, would be able to judge of the services done to the
state in return for the salaries paid by it. The motion was agreed
to without any opposition. Sir George next moved, as part of his

plan, and a prime object of the county meetings, " that there be
laid before the House, an account of all subsisting pensions granted
by the crown, during pleasure, or otherwise; specifying the amount
of such pensions respectively, and the times when, and the per-

sons to whom, such pensions wei'e gi'anted." A strong and deter-

mined opposition to this motion was immediately apparent ; but
the debate was broken off by the sudden illness of the speaker,

and the business lay over to the following week. On its revival,

upon the 21st, Lord North moved an amendment, restricting the

account to those pensions only which were paid at the exchequer ;

but this he afterwards enlarged, to tlie giving the general amount
of all pensions, but without any specification of names, or parti-

cularlty of sums, excepting in the first instance. The proposed
amendments brought out very long, and exc^eedlngly warm de-

bates ; in the course of which the minister had the mortification

of discovering much matter of apprehension and alarm ; and of

meeting such an opposition as he had never before encountered.

He grounded his opposition to the motion, in the first instance,

on a principle of delicacj^ To expose the necessities of antient

and noble families, whose fortunes were too narrow for the sup-

port of their rank, to the prying eye of malignant curiosity, he
said, would be not only wanton, but cruel. I'o expose the man
who had a pension, to the envy and detraction of him who had
none, and by whom he was therefore hated ; to hold him up as an

object for the gratification of private malice and the malevolence

of party, merely as a price for the favour conferred on him by the

crown, would surely be a proceeding, in its nature, equally odious

and contemptible. Yet these were the certain effects which must
proceed from an indiscriminate disclosure of the pension l^t. The
motion was also opposed by Mr. Dundas, and the attorney gene-

ral. Mr. Dundas said he believed, that if the petitioners for an

economical reform could be brought to the bar of the House,

they would one and all declare, they did not wish any enquiry

into the list of pensions. Mr. Dunning considered the motion as

one of the most important that ever came before the House. Mr.
Thomas Townshend also supported it, and attacked Lord North

severely for suffering the pensions of the Duke of Gloucester, and

2 3
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the Earl of Chatliam, which had been paid out of the four and a
half per cent, duties on the West India ceded islands, to be ne-

glected, because those duties no longer continued.

Mr. Fox followed Mr. Townshend in arraigning the con-

duct of the minister respecting the Duke of Gloucester and
Lord Chatham, whose pensions were now seven years in

arrear. With regard to the question, he agreed with his

honourable and learned friend before him (Mr. Dunning),

that it was the most important that could be brought before

the House. He severely rej^robated the assertion of another

learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas), that the petitioners, if at the

bar, would disapprove of the motion ; an assertion which was
monstrous, and too gross for any one to use, but the person

xvho Lad used it; because, to strike off all unnecessary and
unmerited pensions, was certainly going directly to the two

objects of the petitioners, which were, a reduction of the pub-
lic expences, and a decrease of the influence of the crown.

The honourable gentleman, in terms the most poignant and
expressive, displayed in various, different shapes, the disin-

genuous conduct of the minister in adopting Sir George
Savile's expression, and taking it upon himseltj declaring to

the House, over and over again, that the motion ought to be

rejected, because it was a new one, though he knew at the

same time, that it was not a new one, and there v,'cre prece-

dents for V it. The noble lord shakccl his head, but he would
appeal to the House for the truth of what lie had said, and
for the pitiful subterfuge of the noble lord, when detected, of

sheltering himself under the word unusual. If the Opposition

liad been guilty of such a meanness, such a baseness, they

would never have heard the last of it.

He next adverted to the conduct of the minister in confin-

ing the motion to the })cnsions paid at the exchequer, and by
the paymaster-general, as if he did not know there were other

pensions which the House wanted to get at. As to pretend-

ing it was indelicate to give the pension list, that was to the

last degree ridiculous, for the pension list of Ireland v.as every

year given. A learned gentleman too, had called upon Oppo-
sition, to name the person they suspected to be undeserving

of tlie pension he received, and yet was determined to keep

back the pension list, which was the only thing that could en-

able them to do it. As all great things were only to be done
Tby detail, it was preposterous for the noble lord to reject this

and that branch of the intended reform, because it would not

make any great saving to the public. Yet it had been said,

that a total abolition of the pension list vv'ould save the people

but 48,000/., as if a number of such savings (and a number of

4
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them might be made) would not make up a very great sum
total.

With regard to the denying the pension list, because it

would be interfering with the civil allowance given to the

king, he was of opinion, that it ought to be exploded as falla-

cious, for though the money was given for the use of the

crown, the House were competent to see whether it was pro-
perly expended. The king had his prerogative, and yet no
one would say he might not abuse it, or that the House could

not, on a suspicion of such abuse, enquire into the fact. It

was now incumbent on the minister to produce the list called

for, for lie challenged him to find any six members of the

House, that would get up and declare his belief that the })en-

sion list was not abused, or that persons were not hired and
paid for attacking the constitution, and vilitying its best

friends. That all the abuses were not to be laid to the charge

of the present minister, he would allow ; but the noble lord had
so refined upon them, as to have made them almost his own.
Some well-directed strictures were then applied by Mr.

Fox, to the pensions or salaries paid at the exchequer to the

commissioners of the police in Scotland ; he said it now cost

the nation as much to keep the Scotch in good humour, as it

had done to suppress the late rebellion. The honourable

eentleman here enterino- into the nature of that rebellion,

denied that it had failed, as was the language so familiar with

many. It had, indeed, failed on the part of the pretender

;

but his adherents had gained their point ; they had got an in-

fluence here by the event, and from time to time improved it,

he feared to the utter destruction of the British empire. The
honourable gentleman then touched upon America, and said,

it had cost the public ten thousand times more to lose America,

than it had to gain it. He called upon the minister in the

most pressing manner, to give the people satisftiction, for they

believed the majority of the House to be under the influence

of the crown ; and he entreated the members to do their duty,

and enforce justice, to consider who they were, and from

whence they came, for that the people made them, and would

certainly unmake them when they found they could no longer

confide in them.

The honourable gentleman, with some pleasantry, and a

great deal of satire, adverted to the speech made by Mr.

Smelt, at York, and vindicated him from the suspicion of

being a bad man. The honourable gentleman understood

and believed him to be a good character ; but he had less pru-

dence than some men. He came to the York meeting warm
with the prerogative of the crown, and he could not help be-

traying those sentiments of loyalty he always heard amongst

2 4
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those he associated with. He excused him from having any
greater dislike to the liberties of the people than other crea-

tures of the court ; all that could be said was, that he had been

weak enough to disclose what others were prudent enough to

keep to themselves. With respect to the influence of the

crown, the people, he knew, would have it lessened, however

it might be resisted ; and, for his part, he was of opinion it

ought to be entirely destroyed.

The honourable gentleman next indulged himself in point-

ing out, with infinite ingenuity and humour, the characteristic

versatility of the minister. In the course of the present de-

bate he had said and unsaid a hundred times : sometimes the

motion was new, and sometimes it was unusual : the noble

lord was so adroit at this kind of tergiversation, that there was

no one, however watchful, that would not be foiled in the

attempt to detect him. The petitions, for instance, his lord-

ship approved of exceedingly ; but he liked the protests, never-

theless, although they decried these very petitions as libellous.

As to Mr. Burke's plan for an economical reform, he gave the

whole of it his sincere approbation ; but there was no part of

it that he did not in reality dissent from. Who, too, was there

in the House, that had not oftentimes been led to think, from

the noble lord's words, that peace was upon the point of being

made with America, though after the debate ended, they pre-

sently understood that nothing but war was meant ?

The learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had declared it high

time for every gentleman to speak out: he wished to God the

learned gentleman had himself done so, and plainly told the

House what the ministers really intended. If any thing of his

opinion could be collected, it was that the petitions tended to

subvert the constitution, m hich M'as as much as to say, that

the constitution was corruption, for the petitions only prayed

for the removal of abuses. But no sooner were petitions

presented for abolishing pensions and sinecure places, than strait

a hue and cry was raised, and the constitution was said to be

in danger, as if pensions and sinecure places were actually the

constitution. This, the honourable gentleman pronounced a

damnable doctrine; it Avas an hypothesis that was not true,

and he trusted the constitution of his country would not be

found to stand upon such a basis of mud and dirt. The
honourable gentleman further justified the petitioners by
drawing an analogy between the state and an individual. The
petitioners, he said, came to government, and argued thus:

you are engaged in a heavy and expensive lawsuit, and we be-

seech you to make every saving you can, to enable you to

defray the expences of it, and go through it with effect. Upon
the whole, he insisted upon it, that ministers were bound to

1
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give the pension list, otherwise they were insulting the people
of England, and had acted ridiculously in allowing their peti-

tions to be brought up.

At half an hour past one the House divided upon Lord North's
amendment.

Tellers. Tellers.

The motion in its amended state was then agreed to. Sir
George Savile then declared, that as the motion, in its present
state, was totally clianged from that which he had proposed, and
was rendered utterly incapable of affording that information for
the people, which it was both his wish and his duty to lay before
them, he should therefore give the matter entirely up, and should
no longer give himself or his friends any trouble, by fruitlessly

opposing ministers in any point which they were detennined to
carry .*

Mr. Burke's Establishment Bill.

Febniary 23.

TV/TR. BURKE presented to the House his celebrated bill, " For^^ the better regulation of his majesty's civil establishments, and
of certain public offices ; for the limitation of pensions, and the
suppression of sundry useless, expensive, and inconvenient places

;

and for applying the monies saved thereby to the public service,"

The bill being read a first time» Mr. Burke mentioned the 29th
instant, as a proper day for reading it a second time, and begged
Lord North to inform the House, whether or not he intended to
oppose it on that day. Lord North did not yet know whether he
should oppose it or not. It was a bill of the utmost importance,,

and required time and leisure to determine on its propriety. The
39th, therefore, he thought too early a day. Mr. Burke observed,
that in a moment when the minds of men were held in suspense,

and when the nation was looking with anxiety and suspicion to

* " This was, however, an extraordinary division. But the loss of the
question was the more vexatious to the Opposition, as they conceived they
had strength in town fully sullicient to have carried it

;' and even attri-

Ijuted the disappointment to the accidental absence of some particular

friends. On former occasions this would have been matter of triumph

;

but they were grown more difficult since their late increase of strength

;

and complained bitterly, that volunteer troops can never be brought to

pay that strict attention to duty, which is practised by trained and dis-

ciplined bands, who have been long habituated to the punctual observance
of a regular command." Annual Register.
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the conduct of Parliament, on the subject of their petitions, delay

would be dangerous, and ought to be studiously avoided. He
did not wish to quarrel with the noble lord for a day. The bill

would be printed, and in the hands of the members before that

time ; and if it was agreeable to the House, he would move for

Wednesday next. Lord North titill persisted the time was rather

too short, and wished that it should be adjourned over the next

week.

Mr. Fox said, he could not conceive why the noble lord

should wish to have so much time. The temper of the peo-

ple was not such as would admit of subterfuge. There was

something exceedingly suspicious in the noble lord's conduct.

His plea of ignorance was absurd ; he had not indeed studied

all the parts of the bill ; it was not possible that he could

have so done ; but the general principle was well known to

him, and the subsequent detail was the business of the com-
mittee. Did not the noble lord know whether or not he

was to oppose the principle of the bill, or when he was to

oppose it? He thought it would be becoming in the noble

lord to declare his intentions ; for he firmly believed that no
member who could possibly attend would be absent on the

day when the bill was to be debated. The member who
wilfully or negligently absented himself on that day would

pay little regard to his duty, and to the general voice of the

people of England. If the noble lord would speak out, and
say whether or not, or when, he intended to debate the bill,

members would come prepared, and the point would be

fought with fairness. But as itv/as, the House must be upon
its guard, and that they might not be taken by surprise,

they must come prepared for the onset on the first day. The
noble lord had also given very strong reasons for alarm in

his wish to put off" the business to a late day. What security

could the people of England have of the proposed system

being adopted, if the House permitted all the supplies to be

granted before the bill had passed? The parliament might

not be dissolved, but it was very possible that it might be

prorogued before the business was concluded ; and he looked

upon this to be the reason why the minister wished to post-

pone it.

Mr. Burke said, that the principle of his bill was simple, and
required but little time for deliberation. It consisted but of two
parts, the first was, to curtail a variety of useless and burthensome
offices in the king's civil list, and other departments of government,

in order to apply the savings to the constitutional services of the

state ; and the second, to provide against the revenues voted for

the maiatenance of the king, the provision of his family, and the
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ease, dignity, and independence of his life, being diverted to the
uses of a minister, and applied to the corrupting of parliament.
Lord North said it was true the principle was plain in appearance,
but its truth and propriety could only be ascertained by an exa-
mination of the parts, and this required time and study. The bill

was ordered to be read a second time on the 2d of March.

March 2.

The bill being read a second time without opposition, just after

Lord North had announoed his plan for a commission of accounts,
Mr. Burke moved, that it might be conmiitted for the following
day. This was opposed, on the ground, that as it was necessary
all bills, and more especially those of great moment, should be
proceeded through with caution and circumspection, so the usage
of parliament was, on that account, against the sending of bills

directly from the second reading to a committee. If this was the
rule in other cases, how much more necessary was it with respect

to a bill of such magnitude, which took in such a variety of objects,

and in the event of which so great a number of individuals were
interested. An amendment was accordingly moved by Lord
Beauchamp, by which the following Wednesday was to be sub-

stituted in the place of the ensuing day. Lord North supported
the amendment : the bill was, he said, of the most complicated
nature, and required such mature consideration, that Wednesday
was, in his opinion, as early a day for sending it to a committee,
as the House could well think of appointing.

!Mr. Fox accused the noble lord of attempti"'g an unne-
cessary delay. It was absurd to pretend that too early a day
was proposed for the going into a committee. The noble lord

had, indeed, asserted it, but had given no good reason for

postponing the business, and he called upon him to lay his

hand upon his heart, and say, if he was not now ready to

go into a committee, as far as a knowledge on liis part of the

bill was necessary. It was not supjiosed that the whole of

the bill was to be immediately considered, but a part only

;

and what was that part? Whether the third secretary of state,

namely the secretary of state for the American colonies, was

not an office altogether useless, and as such ought to be

abolished ? This was the first part of the bill to be inves-

tigated, and it was so simple a question, that there required

no more preparation than had been taken to decide upon it.

The other noble lord (Earl Nugent) had argued in a very

curious way. When Opposition complained against govern-

ment for an undue use of power, the noble lord was ready

to exclaim, What would you have ! we have lost thirteen

colonies, and surely we have reduced the influence of the

crown as much as you ought in reason to require ! He denied

in the most express terms, that it was true, that the influence
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of the crown had not been extended, and adverted, in the

most happy vein of satire, to the argument used by Lord
Nugent in contradiction to that fact. The noble lord also

said, that all places, pensions, and sinecures were in the gift

of the crown, and that the crown acted constitutionally in

giving them away : so that the noble lord meant, if he meant
any thing at all, that when a member solicited a place, a pen-

sion, or a sinecure, he was, in so doing, supporting the con-

stitution.

As to the fact, whether the cro^yn had extended its power

or not, he sincerely wished the question could be fairly put,

and the sense of the House impartially taken upon it. The
minister had often complained that Opposition were actuated

by interested views, and the calumny had been echoed through

the ministerial circle into the world. If this was the case,

how did the present conduct of the side of the House on

which he ranged himself correspond with the charge ? If they

really wanted places, how was it that they had brought in a

bill for cutting off so many of them? If they wanted pensions

and sinecures, how happened it, that they had proposed an

abolition of them? Did they want money too? Then why
were they struggling for economy in the expenditure of the

public money? In fine, he contended, that by the bill in

question, the Opposition removed every suspicion of selfishness,

and he said, he could not but call to mind the observation

of an honourable gentleman, not a member of the House,

who took the chair at the Wiltshire meeting, that the bill

^ent to make the Opposition honest, as well as the ministiy.

He then took notice of some expressions that had fallen

from the other side, respecting the liberty of the press having

been earned to a great degree of licentiousness, and confessed

he was apt to think our present situation in a great measure

owing to the bad use that had been made of it by those hired

by government, whose system it was to mix all ranks together,

to bring them to a level with each other, and to impress the

people with a notion that there were no virtuous men in the

present age. This vile and damnable heresy, he exploded

with great warmth of expression, and thought it done merely

to set the public against the liberty of the press, and traduce

those very men who were proving their integrity by pro-

moting the bill under discussion. He hoped, that as the

thirteen colonies were now actually lost, for the noble earl

(Nuo-ent) had. at length admitted it, the public was to have

a great saving, and he expected to hear that the pensions

given to the American governors would be discontinued, and
particularly that granted to Governor Hutchinson, who had

been the forerunner and very firebrand of the rebellion on
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the other side of the Atlantic. He urged the going into a
committee on the bill the next day ; and charged the minister

with an intention either of putting it totally aside, or of ren-

dering it nugatory, by dissolving the parliament after opening
the budget.

The question being put, that the words, *' to-morrow," stand
part of the question ; the House divided.

So it passed in the negative. And the question being put, that
the words " upon Wednesday next," be inserted instead thereof;
it was resolved in the affirmative.

March 8.

Before the order of the day was put for going into a committee
on the bill, Mr. Rigby rose and started an unexpected question,
upon the incompetency of the House to enter into any discussion

whatever relative to the king's civil list revenue or establishment.

The right honourable gentleman, who had hitherto spoken rather

ambiguously Avith regard to Mr. Burke's plan of reform, after ex-
pressing now his highest approbation of some parts of it, con-
demned, in terms equally explicit, those which reached in any
degree to the civil list ; as well as the interference of parliament

at all in that expenditure. He said, that for his own part, he had
ever considered, and ever should, that the civil list revenue was
as much and as fully his majesty's as any determinable estate,

enjoyed by any person present, was his immediate property. That
revenue had been settled on his majesty, at his accession, for life

;

which was an interest no power on earth could deprive him of
without manifest injustice ; consequently, that part of the bill,

which went to the controul of the civil hst, and to an appropriation

of the supposed savings to arise from the reform, was an attempt

no less contrary to precedent than to justice. It would not onlj',

in its consequences, degrade the sovereign, but it would reduce
him to the state of a precarious pensioner ; whose uncertain sti-

pend, lessened at will, would be at all times liable to still further

reduction. And to what purpose was this violence and injustice

to be offered ? — to lessen the supposed influence of the crown.

He had heard a great deal of the influence of the crown ; but he
believed that influence was never less known or felt than during

the present reign; and this he could speak from experience.

He declared, that he had neither consulted the noble minister, nor

any other pei-son within or without the House upon the subject.

It was his own opinion, and he was determined to avow it, without

any expectation or wish of support, further than what it might be
entitled to on its own intrinsic merit. He was apprehensive that

he was rather disorderly, as the order of the day for going into a

committee, stood in the way ; but it was a subject on which lie
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wished to take thu sense of the House ; and he apphed to the

Chair for directions, in what manner to bring it forward. Lord
Beauchamp highly approved of the doctrine laid down in the

proposition suggested by Mr. Rigby ; and was much pleased at

the manly and able manner in which he had delivered his senti-

ments, but confessed himself always averse to meeting abstract

questions.

Mr. Fox said, he coukl not avoid testifying his fullest

approbation, of the very open, direct, and manly language,

adopted by his right honourable friend on the floor. He
had delivered his sentiments with that firmness and candour
which so uniformly characterized his conduct in that House.
He thanked him most cordially for the opportunity it afforded

both parties of coming to issue. It would spare much time,

and infinite trouble. It militated directly against the bill on
the table; for, certainly, if that House was not competent to

enquire into, or controul the civil list expenditure, the bill

was founded in the most glaring injustice. But when he gave

credit for the direct open manner in which the right honour-

able gentleman who suggested the proposition had supported

his opinions, he must confess that it involved doctrines of

a most alarming nature, and appeared to him, to be utterly

subversive of the first principles of the constitution : he sin-

cerely hoped, that before the House proceeded further, they

would consent to let in the proposition of the right honour-

able gentleman, and proceed to discuss it ; for it would be

equally nugatory and ridiculous, to go into the committee on
the bill, till the sense of the House was taken upon that ques-

tion. It must be first got rid of, before any one clause in

the bill could be taken into consideration. He could not help

declaring, that if it should be resolved and determined, that

parliament had not a right to interfere, to reform, arrange,

and, if necessary, to resume the grants they had made to the

crown for public purposes; in short, to see to the proper

application ofthe monies they had granted ; there was at once

an end of the liberties of this country. Such a vote would,

in its consequences, amount to a dissolution of the govern-

ment as modelled at the period of the revolution ; and would
prove a stab given to its very vitals ; for though we might
continue to assemble in that House as usual; though we
might be called upon to vote supplies according to the pre-

scribed forms of the constitution ; the right to vote and tieli-

berate without the right to superintend and controul the

expenditure of the money so voted would avail nothing; and
we should become as mere slaves in reality, as an}- in Europe.

Give pj'inces and their ministers the exclusive right of dis-
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posing of any considerable part of the treasure of the nation

without controul or without account ; and our liberties from
that instant would be gone for ever.

If such a vote should be agreed to by a majority of that

House, he should look upon his toils and labours to be at

an end ; and the people would have recourse to other means
of redress, when parliament had precluded all possible ex-

pectations through the ordinary methods prescribed by the

constitution ; they would have recourse to other arguments,

than those which mii^ht be urged in the course of debate in

that House, in order to rescue themselves and their pos-

terity from the chains which were forging for them. He
would not presume to point out the means the people in this

last extremity would resort to : he was persuaded they would
be wise, salutary, and adequate to the object proposed to be
attained. Should such be the necessity, he never would again

enter that House ; his presence there would be of very little

consequence. He would unite himself with those out of that

House, whose sentiments corresponded with his own. He
hoped he should acquit himself like a man; and he knew of

nothing in his own disposition, which would prevent him
from bearing him out with firmness and perseverance in- the

struggle. He was persuaded the measures adopted by the

people would be peaceable ; but at the same time suited to

the exigency of the occasion ; in such measures he was pre-

pared to co-operate; and he did not doubt but the friends

of legal liberty and the constitution would prevail in the

contest.

He could not help taking notice of what had fallen from

his noble friend (Lord Beauchamp). His noble friend main-

tained the propriety of the proposition suggested by the right

honourable gentleman on the floor; but assigned two rea-

sons for preferring the going into the order of the day. The
first was, that he was against voting an abstract question, a

matter totally improper and unnecessary ; the other, lest, if

it should be voted in the affirmative, the people out of doors

mio-ht be so far misled, as to believe that such a resolution

was meant as putting a negative on the prayers of the seve-

ral petitions. In answer to the first argument, it was suffi-

cient to observe, that the proposition, as connected with the

bill, was no abstract question; because it amounted to a

direct and specific denial of its ]3rinciple, which was a thorough

reform in the whole of the civil list expenditure; and as to

his noble friend's caution, for fear the people without doors

might be m.isled ; surely it could mean nothing more than an

exercise of the noble lord's ingenuity. How, in God's name,

could the people or petitioners be misled? Could the most



240 MR. burke's establishment bill. [March 8.

factious person, within or Avithout that House, add or di-

minish a single -word, or put any inteipretation upon the

preposition, but what it evidently admitted? The petitions

on the ti;ble were not yet declared to be the sense of a ma-
jority of that House. He trusted they shortly would ; but

they were the avowed sentiments of the petitioners. What
did the petitioners say ? That useless and sinecure places

ought to be abolished ; that exorbitant salaries and perqui-

sites ought to be reduced. Where did those evils originate ?

In the expenditure of the civil list. Where was the reform

recommended to take place in ? Most clearly, where the evil

existed : to argue therefore, that the proposition should not

be resolved, lest the voting of it might afford an opportunity

of misconception, misinterpretation, or popular delusion, was

a farce, and the greatest of all delusion ; because it was evi-

dent, that if the proposition should appear to be the sense of

a majority of that House, it would be a full answer to the

petitioners, and a decided opinion on the subject matter of

the petitions themselves. It would comprehend one or other

of these answers, " we are of opinion that your petitions are

ill-founded ; or we think them well-founded ; bxit our hands

are tied up. We voted the civil list revenue for life; by
that vote it is become the private property of the crown, as

much as any part of your private property is j'our own.

W^hat you seek is therefore improper in itself; no such re-

form is necessarj', or, if it be, it is not in our power to give

you any relief." Such being the case, in his opinion, it was

those who fled from the question, who endeavoured to impose

upon and deceive the people by holding out hopes and ex-

pectations, which they never meant to realize; and which
if complied with, would be fraught %vith injustice; and not

those, who wanted to come to some specific point, which

would tend to inform the people, whether they Vv-ere to have

any redress or not. If, however, the forms of the House
would not admit the proposition to be entered into then, the

House might proceed in the usual course, and resolve itself

into a commiittee, postponing the consideration of the right

honourable gentleman's proposition to the next, or some future

clause in the further progress of the bill.

INIr. Burke, Mr. Townshend, General Conway, Mr. Dunning,
and other distinguished memhers of Opposition, took and supported

nearly the same ground ; diversified according to the character and
genius of the several speakers. The question now before the

House, and on which both parties were to bring forward their

utmost force, was, whether, according to the order of the day, it

should be resolved into a committee on Mr. Burke's bill, or whether
they should lirst enter into a discussion of, and decide upon, Mr.
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Rigby's proposition. The question being put about nine o'clock,

the resolution for the ordei of the day Mas cai-ried, by a majority

of six only, the numbers being 205, to 199. This division was
marked by the singular circumstance of Mr, Rigby's voting in the

minority, and in opposition to ail his friends in administration.

The House then resolved itself into a committee on the bill.

When the chairman came to the words in the fifst clause, for

abolishing " the office commonly called, or known by the name
of third secretary of state, or secretary of state for the colonies,"

Governor Pownall suggested an amendm.ent ; observing, that the

words were not sufficiently descriptive, for the description should
be simply that of third secretary of state. Mr. Bm'ke had no
objection to omitting the words pointed out by the honourable
gentleman. He had adopted both descriptions, lest one or the

other singly, might appear untechnical, or not descriptive of the

office, proposed to be abolished. Lord George Germain obseryed,

that the clause as first worded, was not descriptive of the office,

which he had the honour to fill, for it was neither that of third

secretary of state, nor secretary of state for the colonies ; but
*' one of his majesty's principal secretaries of state." He wished
most sincerely, if the committee should determine to abolish any
one of the three offices, that it might be the one he had the honour
to fill. The clause being amended agreeably to this idea, a very

warm debate ensued. The clause was . opposed by Lord Beau-
champ, Mr. Jenkinson, Mr. Dundas, and Lord George Germain

;

and supported by Mr. Thomas Townshend, Mr. Burke, and Mr,
Fox.

Mr. Fox said, he should not be deterred by the lateness of

the hour from going into the debate. It was on a subject

the most important and interesting ; and if he should detain

the House ever so late, he should not think that he stood in

need of making an apology. In the first place, he could not

but be surprised to hear so much said against the abstract

proposition suggested by a right honourable gentleman, who
had so frequently been alluded to in the course of the evening.

There was nothing he wished for more than for the House
to come to a determination upon that great constitutional

question, whether they were competent or not to interfere in

matters that respected the King's civil list ? It was a point

upon which men's minds seemed to dwell, and ua the issue of

which the whole ^nation was so essentially concerned, that he

could not for one, but wish most heartily to have it before the

House in a debateable shape, and decided upon as soon as

possible ; and, indeed, he should have liked the right honour-

able gentleman (Mr, Rigby) better than he did ; he should

have thought him more fair, and the justice of the people

better dealt with, had he taken a proper opportunity, as he

surely might have done, of submitting the question, of which

he professed himself so warm an advocate, and not have started

VOL. I. R
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it to the House, at a time when he knew it could not be
moved regularly, nor decided one way or the other.

But the right honourable gentleman impressed the principle

of the resolution he had broached, and the principle was to

pervade the whole bill ; so that when any clause came under
discussion, it was to operate against it, as if the principle

really had been accepted of by the House. Gentlemen did

uot like abstract propositions, and a noble lord (Beauchamp)
reprobated speculative questions, because they did not like

unparliamentary proceedings, and because those questions

vrcre only made for the purpose of being spread abroad to let

the public know what the House was doing. Was it possible

to conceive any thing more shameful and absurd 1 For his

part, he declared, and he took a sort of pride in declaring it,

that he wished to have those very abstract propositions de-

cided, and tliat for the purpose of letting the people of Eng-
land know what they had to expect ; and he was resolved to

use every means in his power that the public might know what
the Flouse did, and what the members individually did, in

order that the people might understand properly, as they

ought to do, who were to be trusted, and who were not. But
gentlemen shrunk from the proposition respecting the King's

civil list ; they were afraid to meet it ; and even the boldest of

the ministerial phalanx were afraid to hazard it, though some
of them had not scrupled to adopt the principle, and to sup-

port, in their speeches, the proposition that the House had no
right to interfere in it. Good God ! had he been asleep !

how had he been lost to himself! to what little purpose had
all his education, his knowledge, and his experience been
attained, if that was really the fact ! But, surely, it would
never be a doctrine established in that House, that the King
was to be uncontrouled in his civil list ! Did men know what
they were asserting, when tliey held such language? Did
they really see no danger in it ? Or were they so truly ig-

norant or so lost to the will of others, as not to know, or

knowing, not to stand up and fairly tell the House, that they

v,'ere competent to the purpose, and that the king was only a

trustee for the people, and liable to have his accounts in-

spected by parliament? Had not such a practice been the

uniform practice of parliament ? How was it with James the

Second ? Had not that unhappy king, who preferred a

wretched, miserable pension from the court of France, to t]\e

law of his subjects on constitutional grounds, his whole re-

venue taken from him ?

He was amazed to hear any opposition made to so plain an
axiom, a power so rooted in parliament. For, had the pre-

sciit king any hereditary right? Parliament, hidced, had
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made him the successor to the throne, but hereditary right he
had none. He was, as an honourable friend near him (Mr.
Burke) had declared, the mere creature of the people's insti-

tuting, and held nothing but what he held in trust for the

people, for their use and benefit. Could gentlemen, then,

think so absurdly as to conclude, that the King's civil list

revenue v.as given to his majesty to expend just as he should
think fit ? No, it was given him for the service of the pub"
Jic ; and the people's representatives had at all times a consti-

tutional authority to enquire into the expenditure of that

allowance, to reduce it, and, indeed, to take the whole of it,

or in other words, to resume the whole of it into their hands
again, whenever the abuse of it, or the exigencies of the times

should require it. The King, it was true, was the sovereign

of the people, but the King was to hold the crown only as

long as the people should choose. This, he trusted, he might
advance without offence. He felt himself warm, aud he
knew it. But he trusted he was neither unparliamentary, nor

disorderly. He again asserted that the King was no longer

king than while he should be found to wear the crown for

the good of his people, for that all power lodged in the crown,

or elsewhere, could only center in that one great and funda-

mental point.

It was a certain maxim, however, laid down, and there

were those preposterous enough to support it, that touching;

the King's civil list, would be meddling with private property.

This he absolutely denied. But admitting for a moment the

fact ; was that not often done, when the good of the public

called for such a sacrifice ? In making turnpikes and new
roads, was not private property meddled with ; and did not

parhament do it every week in the course of the session ?

And why was not the private property of his majesty, if the

King's civil list really was private property, to be curtailed,

when the necessities of the state called upon parliament to

do it?

The influence of the crown had been said to have arisen,

jiot from any increase of the civil list, nor an impi'oper use of

it, but from the large augmentation of the navy and army

;

and gentlemen were not, with a candour he did not wish to

imitate, to ask the side of the House on which he ranged,

why they v/ould attack the civil list to reduce the influence

they complained of? He was aware of the subtilty of the

reasoning, and was ready to meet it. The naval and mi-

litary arrangements, however extensive, v.ere insisted upon

as necessary. They naturally brought a prodigious influ-

ence with their establishments, and yet they were not to

be lessened. How, then, was parhament to check the in-

R 2
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fluencc of the crown ? Not by reducing the navy or

the army, for they were requisite and natural influences.

What way, then, was there to narrow that influence but

by striking off part of the civil hst ? Parliament had no
other way of doing it, they had no alternative ; they were
to reduce the influence in a manner within their power,
and they had no other mode of getting at it but through the

civil list.

An honourable and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had
denied the influence of the minister to be greater than hereto-

fore, because his majorities in parliament were not larger

than the majorities of other ministers. The majorities of the

present minister were become very small indeed, but the

learned gentleman did not see the true cause. It v>'as not

because the minister used less influence than he had done,

but because gentlemen saw better than they used to see ; and
if he was to estimate the degree of corruption and influence

of the minister, by the size of his majorities, he was inclined

to believe that he would soon have reason to think him very

virtuous and poor indeed. If, however, the learned gentle-

man meant, when he said the minister used no influence, to

confine it to his conduct of the present day, he would cordially

agree with him, for he had, indeed, used none. When tlie

right honourable gentleman near him (Mr. Rigby) threw out

his fav^ourite proposition, that the House could not interfere

with the King's civil list, the noble lord used no influence to

make the House accept it. No, the minister shrunk back to

his native modesty, and left the House to their own choice.

Nay, the right honourable gentleman himself, who wishes so

ardently to put the question, had exercised as little of his

power. Tliough he wanted the question put, he had used
none of his influence; he had left his friends and relations to

themselves, and to vote for the order of the day, by which
the possibility of putting his resolution was all at once done
away. Even the right honourable the de]5Uty-paymaster,

(Sir T. Caswall,) had at length voted against him, and yet so

little disposed was he for using any influence, he dared to

swear he would readily forgive him. He trusted he should

not find him turned out of office for it, but that the thing
would bo considered with all that perfect candour, li*oeral

sentiment, and ready reconciliation, so congenial to the

right honourable gentleman's mind.
But, to speak seriously, was there really no undue or un-

constitutional influence ? Was there not a monstrous influ-

ence that pervaded every department of the state? How
haj[)pened it, that such a scandalous dismission had Liken

place of tile lords lieutenants ? Had not the influence of the
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crown been harshly used in that respect ? The Marquis of
Carfnartlien and the Earl of Pembroke had their lord lieu-

tenancies taken from them, and for what ? Why, because
the noble marquis had written his sentiments on the York
petition, and the other noble peer had presumed to vote

agreeably to his conscience in parliament ! In time of peace
some reason might be offered, or some pretext set up, for the

removal of lords lieutenants, but to make such dismissions

when we were at war, and the militia might every day be
wanted for service, and to make noblemen of the first and
oldest families in the kingdom the objects of such dismissions,

was, in his opinion, a plain and open indication, that the

army was to be employed in a way in which it ought not to

be employed.

Some gentlemen had asked, was there any proof to be
adduced that there really existed any undue influence of the

crown? As to proving an undue influence of that kind, were
gentlemen in earnest when they called for proof? How was

the influence of the crown to be proved ? He had almost

made a blunder, for he was going to say, that the influence of

the crown shewed itself only in the dark, or it appeared so

rarely in the light, that it was not one of those things so

capable of proving any otherwise than by the notoriety of the

fact.

He would now apply himself more immediately to the ques-

tion under consideration ; and he wondered much that some
gentlemen should make it a ground of objection to it, that it

was unfair, taking it for granted that a reform was necessary,

that the king's civil list should be attacked in the first instance.

Good God ! how could such assertions escape men who
valued at all their candour and their understanding? Had
not Opposition endeavoured by eveiy means in their power to

retrench the public expence? Had they not attempted over

and over to stop the present unnatural war against America,

or, if it was to be continued, to withdraw our troops from

thence, so that the}' might be employed where tkey were

really wanted, and an immense load of debt thereby avoided ,''

It had been said, too, what new oppressions or iujuiies do you

feel? Was it possible for such a question to be coolly stated?

Was the loss of America nothing new ? Was the loss of our

West India islands nothing new ? Had we no new taxes ?

And were not all these things new injuries and oppressions ?

With respect to the office of third secretary of state, it

surely ought to be abolished. Not one single argument

had even been attempted to prove that there was any utility

to arise from continuing it. If, indeed, only 4,500/. would

be saved to the public by taking away the oflice, that was, in

^ 3
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his opinion, no reason why it should not be done. The same
objection might be brought against every clause in the bill, if

it was to be admitted as an argument against it, that it was
only to save such a specific sum of money: 4,500/. taken by
itself, was, perhaps, not so great a sum ; but when a number
of those sums were added together, they would amount to a
very great sum total, and it was in the aggregate, that the

reform in the public expenditure was proposed in the bill

before the House. It was not by abolishing the third office

of secretary of state that they should save so much money,
but strike off so much of the influence of the crown, which
was, and ought to be, the primary object before them.

And now he would ask the House, if the King's civil list

,

allowance was not to be proportioned to the situation of the

times ? If the House had now to fix the amount, would they

give his majesty so enormous a sum as 900,000/. a-year?

Would any gentleman, even for the sake of argument, for it

could be used for no other end, venture to contend, that the

-civil list should be disproportioned to the ability of the public?

Indeed, it had been pretended, that 900,000/. was now no
more than equal to 700,000/. in the reign of King Wilham,
but he reprobated the computation as idle and fallacious. ITie

price of provisions, it Avas true, was higher now than then ;

but did the price of provisions afiect the royal household so

materially ? He wondered it should be touched upon ; but
admitted the fact, namely, that 900,0001. was now no more
than what 700,000/. was. But was this reign like King
William's ? Parliament, indeed, allowed that glorious prince

an ample income ; but had he not occasion for their liberality ?

Good God ! was this reign to be compared with the reign of

that glorious and puissant prince, who had such just and ex-

tensive wars upon his hands ; who was engaged in great and
noble undertakings, and while he had the state at home to

settle and adjust, was forming the most valuable alliances with

foreign powers ?

The civil establishment for the present King had been,

indeed, most liberally considered by parliament upon his acces-

sion to the throne. They held him, as he professed himself,

a free-born Briton, and made him a settlement equal to the

predilection thej- had formed in his favour. They took forgrant-

ed ever}^ thing he promised, and did not know what he really

meant. Thty had not the least suspicion of the system by
which his government was to be regulated, and did not know
those calamities and miseries they were about to experience

£roir\ an American war. Parliament little expected what they

have since so badly relished. But great as the sum of 900,000!.

is, with what sort efface is it that even that is the King's civil
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list ? Does he not come to parliament time after time pray-

ing them to pay off' wliat lie is in arrear ? Are not the debt*

of the crown, even in this gigantic, overgrown allowance, as

regularly voted as new taxes? Even at present, the civil list,

he understood, was behind hand no less than three quarters,

so that another application for paying oft" the debts of the

erown might soon be expected ; nay, a noble lord had openly

said, that the King's establishment would want a still further

increase as the branches of the royal family grew up.

In order to shew that the House had no right to inteifere

with the civil list, the same noble lord had asked him, what

right he had to question him about his style of living? As
the case stood at present, he would readily allow him, that he

had none. But if he was living beyond his income, and he

was to pay his debts contracted thereby, he should think he

had a just right to enquire into his conduct, and to say, you
surely might lop off this or that article of extravagance. And
how, otherwise, did the Opposition mean to deal with the

King? And yet any strangers present, to hear the argu-

ments used by the ministerial side, would conclude, that the

House was moved to take away the King's private purse, and

not reduce the civil list, the allowance of which was only

granted to him by parliament, in trust for the people, for their

use, and not for his own private occasions, to do with it just as

he might choose.

That the motion before the committee was perfectly agree-

able to, and in support of the petitions of the people of Eng-

land, he strongly contended. They prayed for a diminution

of the influence of th^ crown, and the abolishing of one of the

secretaries of state tended directly to that point. In support

of the motion itself, he thought eVery thing might be said, that

need be said. Experience was better than theory, and it had

been proved, that two secretaries of state were sufficient, for

Lord Suffolk had been dead nearly twelve months, before a

person was appointed to succeed him.

He was sorry the minister and his friends were afraid to

meet the question, whether the House had a power to con-

troul the civil list or not? Though, should they put it, he

should not think himself bound to acquiesce in it. He would

resist it to the utmost of his power. He trusted he did not

speak disorderly, for parliament had not said any thing like

it. If they should at any time, he should conceive the com-

pact between the King and people totally broken, and this

country reduced to the most downright despotism that could

be brought to practice. In such a case, he v.ould not say

what he would do, but he should not think parliament a place

114
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in which ho sliould be able to serve the people, who knew,
he trusted, that they were not born to be slaves.

He alluded, in very strong terms, to an honourable and
learned gentleman (Mr. Mansfield' amongst others, who were

sometimes standing forth as advocates for the crown, and
sometimes for the rights of the people. He exclaimed, in the

genuine warmth of patriotism, against the pretence that par-

liament were bound at the period of the Revolution, not to in-

terfere in the expenditure of the King's civil list, which he

called a new and damnable doctrine, and infamous to a degree

;

he m^eant as far as it argued, and not personally, to the right

honourable gentleman who had that day ventured to advance

it. He plainly saw it was the intention of ministry to treat

the petitions with contempt, and to irritate the people of Eng-
land to acts of violence; but he trusted they would avoid them,

for he hoped there were sure and certain constitutional means
by M'hich they could relieve themselves, and punish the au-

thors of their calamities.

Could he possibly be brought to think, that the Revolution

had established so vile a maxim, as that the King's civil list

was to be used independent of parliament, or that parliament

were to be precluded from controuling the power of the crown
in all cases whatsoever, he should think that he, and all the

people of England, were bound to curse and execrate the Re-
volution. But did bethink so absurdly of the Revolution?

Could any one think so absurdly of it? How shamefully was
the Revolution libelled and traduced ! He had sometimes

heard, that a rebellion tended to strengthen the hands of go-

vernment. He was now convinced, it was a very possible

case ; for if the maxim, that the House really had no power
over the civil list, should be established, a rebellion, and no-
thing but a rebellion, could possibly save the constitution, and
restore it to that state, from which the establishment of so vile

a doctrine would inevitably reduce it. But why would not

ministry stand forth, and fairly try the question ? The friends

of the constitution were ready, were waiting anxiously to

combat it, But the minister, though he would persist in pre-

judicing the House with the principle of it, shrunk back, in a
dastardly manner, and loathed the question in a debateable

shape. For his part, he liked that kind of conduct worse than

the right honourable gentleman's, for he did not sculk behind
his partisans, but came boldly forth, in an open, manly manner,
and he liked the person that was honest enough to come out

in the day-light, and attack him at once unmasked. He de-

clared, however, that should the question be ever put and
carried, he would alone contest it, and seek some other place

in which he would endeavour and hope to serve his country.
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At a quarter before three o'clock in the morning, tlie committee
divided, when the office of Third Secretary of State was preserved
by a majority of seven only ; the numbers being 201, in support of
the clause of reform, to 208, by whom it was opposed. Such was
the issue of one of the longest and hardest fought days, that per-
haps ever was known in the House of Commons ; nor was the
labour greater thaij the ability, or the parliamentary skill and
generalship displayed on both sides.

"Westminster Petition for an Economical Reform.

March 13.

MR. FOX presented a petition from the city of Westminster,
setting forth, " That this nation hath been engaged for several

years in a most expensive and unfortunate war ; that many of our
valuable colonies, having actually declared themselves independent,
have formed a strict confederacy with France and Spain, the dan-
gerous and inveterate enemies of Great Britain ; that the conse-
quence of those combined misfortuncB hath been a large addition
to the national debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, a rapid de-
cline of the trade, manufactures, and land rents of the kino-dom :

alarmed at the diminished resources and growing burthens of this

country, and convinced that rigid frugality is now indispensably
necessary in every department of the state, your petitioners ob-
serve with grief, that, notwithstanding the calamitous and impo-
verished condition of the nation, much public money has been im-
providently squandered, and that many individuals enjoy sinecure
places, efficient places with exorbitant emoluments, and pensions
unmerited by public service, to a large and still encreasing amount,
whence the crown has acquired a great and unconstitutional in-

fluence, which, if not checked, may soon prove fatal to the liberties

of this country : your petitioners, conceiving that the true end of
every legitimate government is not the emolument of any indivi-

dual, but the welfare of the community, and considering thai , by
the constitution of this realm, the national purse is entrusted in a
peculiar manner to the custody of this honourable House, beg
leave further to represent, that, until effectual measures be taken
to redress the oppressive grievances herein stated, the grant of any
additional sum of pubiic money, beyond the produce of the present
taxes, will be injurious to the rights and property of the people,
and derogatory from the honour and dignity of parliament : your
petitioners, therefore, appealing to the justice of this honourable
House, do most earnestly request, that, before any new burthens
are laid upon this country, effi-'Ctual measures may be taken, by
this House, to enquire into, and correct, the gross abuses in tb,e

expenditure of public money, to reduce all exorbitant emolu-
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ments ; to rescind and abolish all sinecure places and unmerited

pensions ; and to appropriate the produce to the necessities of the

state, in such manner as to the wisdom of parliament shall seem

meet."

Mr. Fox said, that the petition was froni the gentlemen,

clergy, and inhabitants of the city of Westminster, pajnng

taxes. The persons who liad subscribed it, had set their

names to it voluntarih'3 and from a full conviction of the neces-

sity of a general reform in the expenditure of the public

money. He had had an opportunity of going amongst the

petitioners, and though the taxes were in particular burthen-

some to the cities of London and Westminster, yet he knew

that they would bear them without murmuring, could they but

think the amount of them were properly applied. He trusted

no gentleman would deem the petitioners factious, for the

House had not thought them so. Tliey had already produced

some good effect, and he believed the House would not dare

to reject their prayer. When he used the word ' dare,' he

did not mean to threaten the Flouse ; he only said they would

not dare, because he knew they saw that they ought not to

refuse the petitioners satisfaction. He said the different com-

mittees had held a goneral meeting, and had laid down a

grand plan of association. The great object of redress would

be pursued peaceably, but firmly. The members were deter-

mined to act agreeably to the constitution, but with a proper

spirit. He ridiculed the minister's appointing a commission

of accounts, and pronounced it a farce. Tlie noble lord would,

in a commission so constituted, be his own judge: for he was

to nominate the commissioners, and to pay them. Ihe noble

lord only having the idea ofpension or place, could not think

of filling up the commission v.ith a placeman or a pensioner,

though in fact the persons to be appointed under the present

act, must be rew'arded for their trouble. They would be

placemen with large salaries, as soon as they entered upon
their offices ; they would be pensioners ever after, till the}- were

provided for ; and he knew of more than one instance ^\ here,

after a pensioner had been provided for, by giving him a place,

his pension was nevertheless continued to him. He adverted

to the rum contract, and to a speech of Lord North's, in

which he challenged the House to call upon him, and re-

marked that the noble lord wished to be an evidence as well as

judge for himself. He had frequently been charged in the

face of parliament, with entering into a fraudulent contract

with Mr. Atkinson; but how did the noble lord exculpate him-

self? He told us, that he was imposed upon by Atkinson.

What means did the noble lord take to bring the offender to
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justice? By instantly entering into another contract, at a
higher price. His first contract was the same as that made
by the victualling office ; his second was still nine-pence a
gallon dearer. In the last instance, the noble lord said, he
mistook currency for sterling ; but now at the end of two or
three years, what step had the noble lord taken to bring this

public defaulter to public justice? No one step whatever.

His only answer was, a general evidence given by himself, of
his own integrity and innocence. He again stated to the

House, the necessity of paying a proper attention to the peti-

tions of the people of England; he said, the one he had just

now presented, was signed by upwards of five thousand elcc-

toi's. They were temperate, moderate, and peaceable; but
they were unalterably firm in their resolution of obtaining

redress. They called for reformation, and a full and satisfac-

tory reformation they were determined to have. The noble

lord in the blue ribbon might, through his influence in that

House, flatter himself, that by throwing out his honourable

friend's bill (Mr. Burke's) this year, he would be enabled to

defeat the great objects ofthe petitioners, a reform and reduc-

tion of the expenditure of the civil list, in order to diminish

the influence ofthe crown ; but he assured the noble lord, that

his attempts would be in vain : he might procrastinate the evil

day : he might eke out his wretched administration for an-

other year ; but he was perfectly satisfied, that neither he, nor

any other minister who should be appointed to succeed him,

could stand long against the voice of the people. In the end
they must prevail in their just, legitimate, and honest desires,

because no parliament dare refuse them. He re]:ieatcd, that

he did not mean to menace parliament; but when he said they

dare not but comply with the prayer of the petitions, he wish-

ed to be understood as saying, that they dare not, because it

would be unjust to refuse it.

Renewal of the East India Company's Charter,

March 21,

LORD NORTH informed the House, that the East India Com-
pany not having made such proposals for the renewal of their

charter, as he had deemed satisfactory, he should accordingly

move the House, for the Speaker to give them the three years' no-

tice ordained by act of Parliament, previous to the dissolution of

their charter, that the capital stock or debt of 4,200;Ocol, whioli
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the public owed to the company, should be fully paid, on the 5th

of April, 1783, agreeable to the power of redemption included in

the said act.

Mr. Fox rose to give a negative to the motion. He asked

whether the noble lord was not content with having lost Ame-
rica? Or was he determined not to quit the situation he held

imtil he had reduced the dominions of the crown to the con-

fines of Great Britain ? What good could the present motion
be attended with, or rather, what evil might it not produce ?

The motion was a threat, and the idlest of all possible me-
naces, because it w^as made at a time, when the noble lord knew
in his own mind, that he neither intended nor was capable of

carrying it into execution. Why, then, throw it out, unless

the noble lord wished to rum the East India Company's pos-

sessions in India, and to deprive this country of the ample

revenue she received through the commerce and trade of that

compan}^ ? It was ridiculous, it was dangerous to threaten,

•when men dared not perform what they threatened. Let the

noble lord, let the House, turn their eyes to the probable

consequences of that threat. Good God ! what a scene of

anarchy, confusion, distress, and ruin, would it not occasion !

Supposing even for a moment that the noble lord really in-

tended to put his threat in execution, and was capable of

doing it, must not the public suffer considerably ? How was

the money to be paid off? Did not the noble lord know ha

was obliged to psLy the debt at par, and therefore as the

4,200,000/. stood at the interest of 3 per cent, and the 3 per

cents, were at 60, the public must necessarily lose a clear 40
per cent, by every 100/. they paid off ? But how was the

noble lord to secure the reveuues which the public were to de-

rive from the territorial acquisitions of the Company? How
was he to net them home ? Did not the noble lord know
that the company was the best medium through which they

could possibly pass ? Had he a plan for any new compan}',

and had lie a design to establisii a new company on the ruins

of the present ? Was that the noble lord's gratitude to those

to whom the country was so highly obliged, as the present

East India Company ? The noble lord must knoiv that he

could not by law grant an exclusive trade to a new^ company

;

and wliere Avould his new company, if any such project he had
in view^, get their capital? He must know that the company
would laugh at his idle menace ; at least he hoped to God
they would, and not take it as a serious matter, meant to be

followed by the paying oft" the 4,200,000/, If they did, woe
be to the revenue, woe be to the public, woe be to all our ac-

quisitions in India ! The company, if they expected a disso-
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lution, might put every thing in India to the risk, in order to

get home as large a stock as possible, that their ultimate divi-

dend might be swelled. Thus their present industry, service-

able and beneficial as it was to themselves and to the public,

would be directed from its course, and be rendered dangerous
to the public in the extremest degree.—He said, he had seen

in newspapers, the propositions agreed on by the general
court of proprietors and rejected by the noble lord. They
certainly were not altogether such as he should appi*ove, but
comparatively considered with a dissolution of the company,
they were most advantageous and desirable. The one must
lead to certain ruin, the other to great wealth and great reve-

nue. He imputed the bad understanding between the com-
pany and the noble lord, to the noble lord's having attempted

to possess himself of the patronage of the company, and hav-

ing, by the means of his secretary, endeavoured to carry

every thing his own way in Leadenhall-street, declaring that

he supposed they would not, on that account, treat with the

noble lord at all.— After a variety of warm expressions, all

tending to support the idea that ruin would follow to the reve-

nue derived from the commerce of the company, and that we
should lose all we had acquired in India, if parliament broke

with them, and seriously gave them the notice the noble lord

had moved, he concluded, with earnestly exhorting the noble

lord to change his intention, and not to act hostilely against

the company, at least for the present.

Mr. Burke also opposed the motion with great animation, and

concluded with moving the previous question ; upon which, after

a long debate, the House divided :

Tellers. ^ Tellers.

^j f Sir E. Bayntun 1 v^ . o
5^ Sir George Yonge \ ,„

^^^4 Mr. Robinson j H^' ^eas
| gj^ ^^,_ 4^^^j^|^ |

68.

The original question was then put and carried.

Army Estimates—New Levies.

April 5..

'T^HE army estimates bein^ laid before the House, and a motion

X made lor referring them to a committee, much warm debate

arose upon the subject of the new levies, and of the innovations

with respect to rank and promotion, which were charged by the

Opposition to have taken place ia the army.
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Mr. Fox tlirew out a variety of pointed sarcasms on clerks

and commis being suddenly converted into officers ofhigh rank,

'

and ridiculed the idea of the appointment of an honourable

gentleman (xMr. Fullerton) being excused, on the plea of its

being merely during the war, and that when peace came, he

and other gentlemen preferred to the rank of colonels at once,

would become private men again. He asked whether the

time of war was not the time when officers of experience were

most wanted by their country, and rank in the army most
estimable ? What did it signify in time of peace, who was a

colonel, or who was not ? Rank then, was only the instru-

ment which procured officers, whose services merited a com-
fortable and honourable provision. The army was at all

times an object, of which it well became that House to be ex-

tremely jealous ; but most particularly so, when new regiments

were raising in such abundance, and the commands so extra-

ordinarily bestowed, that it v»arranted a suspicion that sooner

or later the army was intended to be employed against the

liberties of the people. There had scarcely been an offer ac-

cepted or rejected, within the last eighteen months, which

did not prove either a scandalous partiality, or a most unwar-

rantable refusfll. Let gentlemen consider the handsome offer

of the Earl of Derby, to raise a regiment, and the manner in

which it had been refused. Let them recollect that the only

objection insinuated, was the earl's having desired permanent

rank, but that he had afterwards waved that claim. As an

evasion, it had been said, there was no letter from the Earl of

Derby, specit^ang that he had so waved it; and though it

was allowed that he had made the declaration publicly in the

House of Lords, it was pretended that no notice could be

taken by ollice of what was there said. This, however, would

strike every man of candour as a pitiful quibble, and would

make the conduct of ministry appear rather worse than better.

Let the House remember the answer given to Major Stanley,

who died as much in the service of hi? country as if he had lost

his life in action at the head of his regiment. Let them remem-
ber likewise the refusal to Lord Chatham, and the refusal given

to Mr. Thomas Grenville, brother to Lord Temple, and to

Mr. Wyndham, brother to Lord Egremont, both ensigns in

the guards. What had been the plea in their cases ? That
they were in the army, and could move but one step at a

time; so that the absurd system now pursued in the military

line, was, that those who, from having been bred up in the

army, and having served, were best qualified for higli com-
mands, had no chance of obtaining them, while unprofcs-.

feional men, men employed as under secretaiies of state, and
*

4
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in civil capacities all their life-time, might have them for

asking for.

He declared he objected to vai-ious parts of the estimates.

If the men who had been raised on one condition to serve in

the troop of horse (Colonel Holroyd's), and who were after-

wards put upon a different footing, and re-attested, as he un-
derstood, for that purpose, had not had a free alternative of

either being re-attested or discharged, as they thought pro-

per, they had not been fairly treated. He then entered into

an argument on the respectability and antiquity of the family

of the Earl of Derby and others, whose offers to raise regi-

ments had been refused, deducing from the premises, that

such men were best attached to the constitution, and most

likely to preserve the liberties of the people ; inferring, that

he was warranted to suspect from their offers having been re-

jected, that the new regiments were designed to do something

adverse to those liberties. He took occasion in this part of

his speech, to advert to the antiquity of the Scotch families,

and ridiculed them. He said further, that he had no objec-

tion to the Scotch ; that among his friendships, many of them
were with gentlemen of that country whom he esteemed and
loved ; but still he could not help now and then reflecting on

what had passed in former times. Forget and forgive, was

an easy maxim to speak, but a hard matter to practise. When
he considered what had happened twice within a century; that

the most dangerous attacks on the constitution had come from

the northern part of the kingdom, he could not but be alarm-

ed, when he saw the partiality daily shewn to Scotchmen.

He could not but recollect, that at one time, in order to ob-

tain power, the Scotch had agreed to give up what they held

most dear, their religion, and to swallow popery,—such was

their eagerness to establish an absolute monarch, and to

exercise their love of tyranny. Reflecting on these matters,

thereibre, he owned he was alarmed at the number of Scotch

officers, who had of late got into the army, more especially

the number of those who had obtained the commands of new

raised regiments.

Mr. Dundas retorted on Mr. Fox for his reflections on the

Scotch. He said, he was sure the honourable gentleman did not

feel those animosities and prejudices against Scotland, which he

had thought proper to revive in the course of the debate, but

that he had chosen to adopt the illiberality of others, because it

served his present purpose ; he could not hov,-ever but imagine,

that the honourable gentleman had mistaken the day and the place

in which he had been speaking. The honourable gentleman had,

when he was younger, been much wiser : there was a time, and
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he might very well remember it, when he sat on the treasury-

bench, and maintained, that the voice of the people was to be
collected no where but in the House of Commons. But he doubt-

ed not a time would come, ere long, when the honourable gentle-

man would be wise again, and agree with him in opinion, that the

present mode of proceeding used by Opposition could be produc-

tive only of anarchy, disgrace, and confusion.

"Mr. Fox rose, in answer to the attack that had been so

personally directed against him, by the learned gentleman

who spoke last. He expected that such an attack would be

made, and that it would come from such a quarter. The
learned gentleman had talked of what he was totally ignorant,

since the assertions to which he alluded were made before the

learned gentleman had a seat in that House. The learned

gentleman had been misinformed, and had spoken agi-eeably

to that misrepresentation. No man who was in the House at

the time, and who heard the opinion that he gave, would
have dared to misrepresent him in such a manner ; but speak-

ing in consequence of the report which he had received, the

learned gentleman had dared to do it, and he was excusable,

because he did not knovr whether he was right or not. In the

second or third speech which he had ever made in his life, and
at a time when he was only twenty-one years of age, perhaps

expressions might drop from him which were loose and unde-

fined ; but it would be very unusual indeed to examine such

expressions with rigour. He, however, wished that every

assertion which he had made should be fairly tried ; all that

he wished for was that bis words should be fairly represented,

and that men who were not in parliament at the time should

not take the report of newspapers, nor of informers, as evi-

dence against him. He appealed to the recollection of every

man in the House who was present at tb.e time, whether he
did not, in the opinion which he gave in the affairs of the

Middlesex election, build all his argument in the power ofthe

people. Every topic which he urged was founded on this po-
pular and proper doctrine, and w^as intended to maintain the

power of the people in opposition to that of the crown and the

House of Lords. On this ground he had changed no opi-

nion ; but he said that the voice of the people was to be col-

lected in that Flouse ; and in the newspapers it was added, that

he had said that the voice of the people was not to be collect-

ed in petitions. Such an expression coidd not fall from him ;

it would have been as inapplicable as unjust. There were
not any petitions then before the House. There was no topic

relating to such a subject ; but that the voice of the people

was to be collected in that House he had said, and he stilt
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said so. It was to be collected in that House, uncil they acted

in opposition to the voice of the people in tlie original capa-

city. In all ordinary cases it was the most practicable and
expeditious means of declaring the seupc of the people; but

when the representative body did net speak the sense of the

constituent, the voice of the latter was constitutional and con-

clusive. Tiiis had been iiis opinion, and it v\ould still be so.

He said there was no man wijo had been more systematic in

his opinions and in his conduct, than himself. The noble

lord in the blue ribbon would do him the justice to say so.

It was his fault, aitd bis misfortune to be too stubborn in his

temper, too much indisposed to the courting of popularity,

and too much matched and wedded to his opinioiis when
formed. He would be bold to say that the noble lord in the

blue ribbon would not assert that he had ever heard his pub-
lic doctrines at variance with his private, though he knew
well that he had often been surprised at opinions wliich the

noble lord had given in j^ublic after hearing his private senti-

ments. The honourable gentleman remarked with infinite

humour on what the learned gentleman had said respecting

himself, and his countrymen in general.

The question for going into the Committee was carried, and
the Spea-;er left the chair. On the resolution for defraying the

expences of Mr. Fullerton's corps,

Mr. Fox took occasion to say, that of all men breathing,

no one entertained fewer prejudices than himself. He detested

them. He had many v 'Suable friends in Scotland, and he
had the pleasure to say that many noble persons in that

country went hand in hand v^^ith England on the present

occasion. He wished, for Ids part, to unite every r-art of the

empire, and to lose, if possible, the very names of distinction.

It had been the system <)f this unfortunate reign to maintain

itself by division and discord. Divid." ct impcra had been its-

favourite plan. It had accomplished the cividc, but the

ijnpera he hoped would never follow. Ireland had been

divided from England, England from Scotland, and America

from Great Britain. This system of division and discord had
set brother against brother, man against man, and connexion

against connexion. He wished to see that system superseded

by one of family concord, which had an eye to every part of

the empire, and proscribed nothing but inability and demerit.

VOL. JU
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Mr. Dunning's Motion against dissolving the Par-
liament, OR proroguing the Session, until Measures
have been taken to diminish the Influence of the
Crown, and correct Public Abuses.

April 24.

MK. DUNNING moved, " That an humble address be pre-

sented to his majesty, praying, that he will be graciously

pleased not to dissolve the parliament, or prorogue the present

session, until proper measures have been taken to diminish the

influence, and correct the other abuses, complained of by the

petitions of the people." He sarcastically alluded to the unusual

fulness of the House, hoping the new comers would show their

zeal for their country, their regard for the people, and their

abhorrence of undue influence, by supporting the motion, and

that the 233 of the 6th of April would receive an augmentation of

twenty or thirt3^ Mr. Tliomas Pitt, who seconded the motion,

read the resolutions of the Cambridge county meeting, approving

the late proceedings, and conjured the House not to repress the

budding confidence of the nation, and inspire popular rage ; when
the people were once inflamed, who could stop them, or say,

" thus far shalt thou go and no farther ?" Mr. Adam was the

most conspicuous opponent of the motion, and made a speech of

extraordinai-y ability, for the purpose of showing the improper

foundation of the petitions, and the error of those who had devised

an appeal to the people. He painted, in animated terms, the

dangers of beginning a reformation by means of the people, and
cited the memorable days of Charles I- to prove, that although

human intellect and virtue were then at their greatest height

;

though the patriots who began an opposition to the court were
justified by the most imperious motives, yet they were compelled

by increasing licentiousness to withdraw from active interference,

and dx)omed to view the overthrow of the constitution, and the

establishment of the most oppressive and arbitrary despotism that

had ever cursed a nation.

Mr. Fox rose imRiecliately after Mr. Adam, and introduced

what he had to say, with a most eloquent exordium. It had
been his fate, he observed, in common with others, since ho

had sat in parhament, to witness the most important debates

that had occurred within the piesent century,—the debates on
the American war, the debates on the v.-ar with France, the

debates on the war with Spain. That jrreat and serious os

thoSe topics were, he had felt his mind at case, and playful

as it were, in comparison to his leelings on the present occa-

sion ; that now it was impossible for him to describe the awe
and horror with which he was iraprepscd. Tliat the subject

was of the iitmo?t importance, and involved in it the late of
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the emjDire. The honourable gentleman who spoke last had
described the troubles of the last century witli so much
ability, so much warmth, and so much force of expression,

that until the conclusiort of his speech he could not be per-

suaded but the honourable gentleman had intended to vote

for the question, and not against it. Tlie honourable gentle-

man had asked to have it ascertained what degree of influence

the petitions of the people ought to have in that House ; the
honourable gentleman had surely forgot, that the question he
asked had aheady been determined. To remind the honour--

able gentleman that it had, he begged the three resolutions of
the 6th of April might be read. They were read accordingly

by the clerk at the table.*

He said, that if it were clear what the propositions were,

which would be adopted in compliance with the prayers of the

people, he for one should object to the present motion as

unnecessary ; that his learned friend could only propose, it

remained for the House to adopt or to reject, and that it

would unavoidably be a work of some time. He rejoiced that

the Opposition had once been unpopular, because he said

they had borne all the obloquy, all the odium, all the cen-

sure vvitli patience, and had lived to see every one of their

doctrines agreed to, and adopted by those who had opposed
them when first proposed, and had helped to load them
with obloquy, with odium, and with censure. Viewing the

matter therefore as a party man, it must be matter of triumpii^

matter of satisfaction ; but viewing it in the light in which he
really did view it, namely, ai> an Englishman and a member
of parliament, it was matter of lamentation, matter of melan-

choly and heart-breaking compunction, because what consti-

tuted the glory and the triumpli of Opposition, was the ruiii

and the disgrace of his country.

Having thus described the general importance of the times,

and enumerated the various great topics that had come under

discussion since he sat in the House, he insisted, in most

* The following is a copy of the said resolutions :

—

" I. That it is"the opinion of this Committee, that it is necessary to

declare that the influence of the crown has increased, is increasing, and
ought to be diminished.

" 2. That it is competent to this House, to examine into, and to correct

abuses in the expenditure of the civil list revenues, as well as in every other

branch of the public revenue, whenever it simll appear expedient to the

wisdom of this liouse so to do.
" 3. That it is the dutv of this House to provide, as far as may be, an

iiBmediate and effectual redress of the abuses complained of in the petitions

presented to this House^ from t^ie tUfferent counties, cities, and towns of

this kingdoiH." " -**
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expressive terms, on the superior importance of the motion

then before the committee, to every other subject that had
been discussed in the present parhament. He said he was

feir to own, and he beheved his honourable and learned friend

who made the motion would agree with him, that what the

honourable gentleman who spoke last had said respecting this-

motion being new, was perfectly founded ; he believed there

was no precedent for it, and that the act of 1 64 1 did not apply

to it. But (said he) as the circmnstances of the times are

new, the situation of this country is without precedent. The
miserable state to which we have been brought by the igno-

rance and folly of those who govern the country, the increased

influence of the crown, the grievances of the people daily

increasing, call for new and unprecedented means of redress.

The honourable gentleman had desired his learned friend to

come forward with his system, and to unfold the extent to

which he meant to go in reformation and change. Had not

the House declared the necessary alteration already ? Did
not the resolution come to by 233 gentlemen, prove it to be
the sense of this House, that the influence of the crown had
increased, was increasing, and ought to be diminished ? Had
not the same majority declared, that early means must be
taken to redress those grievances ? That those means must
be adequate to the end no one can doubt; it is not therefore

an unknown system, but a system founded on the determina*

tion of the committee, and adopted by the House. If the

House mean to keep their word with the people, to whom
they have solemnly pledged themselves to destroy that baneful

influence which undermines the liberties of the country, the

House must proceed further. Unless they agree to the pre-

sent motion, they betray the people, by leaving it in the

power of the minister, (who shews himself an enemy to the

people, by his conduct here, and by his directions to others

in another place, to put a stop to one of the means of re-

dressing the abuses complained of, by throwing out the Con-
tractors' Bill) to prorogue or dissolve the parliament before

the means of redress are applied. If the motion should pass,

though it did not bind the crown, there still remained in the

executive power the ability to dissolve the parliament, or pro-

rogue the present session : yet, he believed no minister would
be so rash or so wicked, as to advise his majesty to dissolve

the parliament, when that House had addressed him not to

do it. He trusted there was yet enough of weight and of

power in that House, to make good its own resolutioiis, and
to carry them into effect ; that the respect in which the exe-

cutive power held its advice, was too great to admit of a,

©onduct contrary to its wishes, properly and humbly expi-essed*
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He then alluded, in the most glowing expressions of l-he^-

toric, to the situation of the country, and said, that upon the?

fate of the present question depended, whether this constitu-

tion, which had been the pride and glory of the world, whieh
the honourable gentleman who spoke last had described with

«uch ability and eloquence, was to remain the boast of man-
kind: or whether Eno-lishmen were acain to fipht for their

liberties, were again to take the field in opposition to arbi-

trary power ; and whether the days of anarchy and despotism,

which the honourable gentleman had gone over, were to recur,

and, after a scene as mortifying as that struggle hfad taken

place, a restoration was to follow upon those abject termS of

servility and meanness, which was perhaps more disgraceful

to this country, than the scene that preceded it, on bringing

hack Charles II. without terais or stipulation.

In short, hfe said, the question now was, whether the British

constitution, ^' that beautiful fabric, raised by the steadiness

of our ancestors, and cemente<l by the best blood of the

country !"—these were the old, the trite, but nevertheless,

they were the best words he could use on the occasion, they

expressed most perfectly all that could be said of the constitu"

tion ; he could invent none so good, he would therefore adopt

them, as meeting the feelings of every Englishman—whether

that beautiful fabric, raised by the steadiness of our ancestors,

and cemented by the best blood of our country, was to be

maintained in that freedom, in that purity» in that [lerfection-,

m which those ancestors had delivered it to us, and for which

that blood had been spilt; or whether we were to submit to

that system of despotism, which had so many advocates in

this country, which was evidently meant to be promoted, t®

be established, and to be fixed. He declared, that during the

course of what the honourable gentleman %vho spoke last had

said, when he employed his oratorical talents in so well de*

scribing the miseries of the last century, and the unhappy times

of Charles the ist, a prince whom his subjects could not trust,

in whom his best friends and most faithful ministers could

place no confidence ; whose character for insincerity and ob-

stinacy vi^as his own ruin, and the ruin of his country; whose

deceitful conduct betrayed him into every error; whose fatal

and unconquerable obstinacy never allowed him to recede

:

who pursued unrelentingly the same fetal system—while the

honourable gentleman, he said, was describing that history, h?

could not help thinking, till the veiy last part of his speech,

that the honourable gentleman meant to vote for the motion.

Surely the honourable gentleman knew that if that unfor-

tunate, misguided monarch, (in whose character a mixture of

obstinacy and insincerity was the leading feature,) had wisely

S3
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yielded to the just grievances of the people, had given way to

the just prayers of the petitions, and redressed those abuses in

the early part of his reign, all that fatal anarchy, all that hor-

rid despotism, all that dreadful scene that ensued, would have

been avoidetl: and the unfortunate end, to which that prince

brought himself, by his obstinate resistance to the complaints

of his people, and his stubborn refusal to redress the grievances

that he had caused, by his unv.isely persisting in illegal levies

of money, and by the arbitrary proceedings of ecclesiastical

courts, would have been prevented. He expected therefore,

that an honourable gentleman who had described so patheti-

callv, with so much feeling and force of expression, those

disasters, would have concluded with him in agi'eeing to the

motion, as a means of averting those evils of which he seemed

so apprehensive. He said the honourable gentleman had
made an observation relative to the tendency of the motion,

which he did expect would be made, nameh", that it supposed

a necessity upon the part t)f parliament, implicitly to comply

with what the petitions of the people of England required, and

that that House, or another House of Parliament, by reftising

the bills proposed for the redress of those abuses, would pre-

vent any advantage from the motion being carried. He here

stated, that the motion was to address the king, not to pro-

rogue the session, or dissolve the parliament, till some mea-
sures were taken to redress the abuses complained of in the

petitions of the people. He then asked, whether the taking

of some measures required that parliament should do any
th'infr that was improper for parliament to do? Must not

something be done ? must not some measure be taken to com-
ply with those petitions ? And was it not necessaiy, if they

meant to grant the people their just requests, to keep parlia-

ment sitting till such time as that was done ? But it was said,

that bills might be refused, if not here, in another House.

Was it not nevertheless possible to cflPcct the redress of some
abuses, by means independent of a bill ? For instance, was it

incompetent to that House to address his majesty to instruct

his ministers not to give a contract to a member of parliament ?

and would it not be a matter that the executive power would
' liardly choose to deny upon an address of that House ? But
suppose it to be done by bill,—an honourable friend of his

brought in a bill to redress the grievance complained of, by
revenue officers voting for members of parliament ; that bill

had been rejected by the House. Another honourable gen-

tleman had brought in a bill for the exclusion of placemen ;

that bill might possibly be rejected; other gentlemen, who
wished well to the reduction of influence, might also bring in

other bills to tlic same end ; and it was hardly to be supposed

II
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that the ministers, with a bought majority, would reject thei)i

all : the grievances of the people would be heard, ought to be
Jieard, nay must be lieard.

He then went on to say, tliat though he did uj^on ^ome ac-
counts regret the recess, which the misfortune of the Speaker's
ill health had occasioned, yet there was one thing that made
him happy that it had taken place ; it had given liim an oppoi-
tunity of reviewing calmly and deliberately the present situa-

tion of the country; it had given him time to consider,

whether those steps, that were meant to be taken, were wise
and proper, and whether this was the time to propose them

;

it gave him an opportunity to pre}>are his opinion upon a sub-
ject of such magnitude and imjjortance; he had therefore

offered himself early to the Speaker's eye, for the purpose of
delivering that opinion without any allusion to any thing that

had been said, but had not been so lucky as to be seen by him.
He said, his wish had been to avoid the heat and personality

which replying to the arguments of otliers was very apt to be-

tray him into. If he did not, therefore, allude any more to

the arguments of the honourable gentleman wlio spoke last,

lie trusted that the honourable gentleman would not impute
it to disrespect for him or his abilities: he knew him to be a

man, he respected his talents, but he wislied to keep stiictly

to opinions which he had deliberately considered. He begged
leave however to allude to one thing that had fallen from the

honourable gentleman, before he hatl done with his reply.

The honourable gentleman had talked of tests to members of

parhament being unconstitutional. He begged leave to say,

that though they hatl been talked of, they had not been adopt-

ed but in three places, Yorkshire, Middlesex, and the city of

Westminster. [Here Sir Joseph Mawbey said, and Surry.3

Well, then, four places have agreed to tests. Ikit, continued

he, suppose them general, is it remarkable that those who are

going to vote for members of parliament, should be desiix)us

of knowing the sentiments of the person they are to elect, upon
any particular and important subject that is to come under

parliamentary discussion? Take the American war for in-

stance; it will serve the purpose of illustration as well as any

other subject; suppose then, a person is to give his vote

for a member of parliament at a general election, and that the

great subject of parliamentary discussion is, whether we should

go to war with America ? Would it be unreasonable for the

elector to endeavour to discover, whether the person he was

to vote for, was for or against the American war ? A test, then,

is only a means to come at the opinion of those we are to

choose for members of parliament.

c^^ then went on to the discussion of the subject, as hc.ha*!

s 4
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considered it independent of reply, in which he threw out a

great variety of matter, both relative to the propriety of the

motion, and the intention of ministers to frustrate the redress

of grievances, and establish arbitrary power; and added many
observations on the means they had taken to vilif) Opposition

;

together with many arguments to induce the 233 to vote with

him.

The ministry themselves, and their prostitute followers, he

said, had spared no pains, had scrupled at no means to tra-

duce, calumniate, and lower the character of those who op-

posed them. They had aimed their poisoned arrows at them
equally as public men and private individuals. They had
raked into eveiy part of their lives to find some personal

weakness, in order to use it as an instrument of calumny.

The foUies of youth, and the foibles of age, had been held out

to the public as the most enormous crimes. Some had been

abused for being too rich, others for being too poor. Even
the indiscretions of some had been brought forward against

all as serious accusations. Nor had this task been undertaken

by the lowest of the tribe of abusers
;
grave and distinguished

characters, men elevated in rank, and exalted in station ; men
in high office had harangued a great assembly, one ot the

highest assemblies in the kingdom, on those indiscretions.

The Earl of Hillsborough had done this. The Earl of Hills-

borough, who had reprobated the conduct of the House of

Commons on the most important occasion, and v^ho, when
perhaps the House of Commons most deaerved the applause

and gratitude of the people at large, had deemed that conduct

the phrenzy of virtue, and virtue run rnad, had contrasted a
public mischief with a private vice, and had set up the gaming
of individuals with then' own fortune, against the gaming of

public men with the public purse. He was as ready as any
man to own that gaming was a vice, but surely he had a right

to say, it was a vice countenanced by the fashion of the times,

& vice into which some of the greatest characters had given,

in the early part of their lives, and a vice which carried with

it its own punishment, and entailed a curse upon those who
were addicted to it. As public men, he said. Opposition had
been deemed a faction, and had been described as a faction of

the most obnoxious kind ; a faction who were enemies to the

welfare of their country. At one time they were calletl Ame-
ricans, at another time Frenchmen, at another time Spaniards,

and now the phrase was, that they were Dutchmen. In short,

they were at all times any thing but Englishmen !

Having delivered the above in the most animated stile of

oratory, he declared, that he had been eleven years a member
of pailiament, and he had lived to see all those principles that

13
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he had been taught by tlie men who undertook to instruct him
in his ecarly youtli, when lie was yet to learn the duties of a
member of parliament, overturned and contradicted. When
he came into that House, the noble lord in the blue ribbon
taught him to consider the privileges of the House of Com-
mons as the first and most necessary part of the constitution.

The noble lord had told him that the House was the palladium
of Briti-:!! liberty, " there it was that the rights of the
peopl- were to be supported, and the privileges of the House
of Commoiis were to be maintained, and to be kept up, be-
cause it was in that House that the liberties of the people of
England were to be preserved !" Good Got], how had the
noble lord kept, to that principle ! How basely had ho de-
serl'rd that ground, and left liie privileges of the House to be
trampled upoii ! How was the doctrine changed with XQ^
spect to the other House of Parliament ! It v/as not many
years since that House had solemnly voted it improper for

them to take into consideration any thing relative to the right

of the seat of a member of the House of Commons. How
had they changed their conduct and opinion by the rejection

of a bill that related to the members of the House of Com-
ilions alone ! And if he was to judge from the protest of the

Lords, on the rejection of the Contractors' bill, and he con-

ceived he was intitlcd to judge from that protest, the Lords
had rejected the bill upon reasons the most futile, the most
ill-founded, that could well be imagined : but did not every

part of that business shew that ministerial influence had in->

terfered, that the nobk lord in the blue ribbon had rejected

that bill contrary to the sense of the majority of hereditary

ami independent peers, and that the rejection had been car-

ried by the Scotch lords and the bench of bishops? Gentler

men argued about the right of the House of Lords ; they had
a right, but would it be permitted, would it be allowed by that

House, would the other House dare to counteract the

wishes of the people hi matters in which they themselves had
no concern ?

He said the vote of the 61I1 of April, that glorious vote

whicli established a foundation for the liberty of this country,

could not be carried iiito execution without agreeing to the

present motion. He therefore argued, that the 233 gentn.-

men who had voted tliat the influence of the crown had in-

creased, and ought to be diminished, must ailopt the present

motion as the only means of carrying any thing into execution.

For what was the situation of those gentlemen and of that

flouse ?—They had pledged themselves in the most solemn

taanner to redress the grievances complained of in the peti-

twus of thq.peopje of Lngland, Like, ,<he. .case. pf aa indiYi-*
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dual who enters into a bond to pay a sum of money, or incm's

a penalty, the}' had solemnly entered into a bond with tlic

people of England, to reduce the undue influence of the

crown, and to destroy that enormous overgrown corruj)tion,

and the penalty, in case of non-performance, was a Ibrfeitmc

of the aft'ections of the people of England. That most dread-

ful calamity, that most melancholy circumstance that could

attend a House of Commons, the loss of the affections of those

for whose advantage, and to promote whose happiness they

were chosen, would be the fatal consequence of not fulfilling

the conditions of the bond into which they had entered !

But, said he, it is impossible that this can take place. ' Magna
est Veritas et prsevalebit.' The truth ofwhat that House had
determined, the solemn manner in which they had declared

influence too gi'eat, and consequently dangeious, must prevail

over every attempt to corrupt ; and those who had solcnnily

bound themselves to redi-ess the grievances complained o^
would, in the end, overcome the purchased votes of a minister.

He answered the objections made to the motion on the

ground that it tended to an infringement on the king's pre-

logativc, by shewing, that so tiir trom assuming any power
derogatory to that prerogative, it fully acknowledged it ; and
in reply to the argument urged against the motion, on the

idea that parliament might, if the motion were carried, con-

tinue sitting for two years together, he said those fears were

groundless and absurd, for that parliament would die a natural

death in October 1781 ; and as the motion only proposed that

the House should sit, till proper measures were taken to dimi-

nish the influence of the crown, and correct the other abuses

complained of in the petitions of the people ; it was in the

power of the House to put an end to the session, wlienever it

pleased, and if heartily and sincerely disposed to listen to the

voice of the people, a very short time would suffice for effect-

ing aU that was necessary.

There was an old precept, he said, which in one sense was
profoundly wise and admirable, but which in that in which ad-

ministration practised it, he detested as the most destructive

and wicked principle of government. In the opposite sense,

in that in which he could explain it, he revered and respected

it as one of the best maxims that could direct the conduct of

mankind. Divide et tmjjera, in the common acceptation of

the words, and as those who advised his majesty had adopted

them, was the miserable principle to which he traced back all

the innumerable calamities of this unfortunate reign. It was
to that diabolical principle of divide and conquer, as practised,

not against the enemies but the friends of the constitution,

thatjiad produced our present situation, which a noble lord
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(Earl Nugent) wlio spoke early, so well described—a ruinous
war, a bankrupt treasury, and an impaired constitution

!

But as he would explain it, it was a principle that would estab-

lish freedom, maintain the constitution, and promote the hap-
piness of England. To divide the good from the bad, to sepa-
rate those who loved the constitution from those who abused it,

to divide the uncorrupted and the virtuous from the bought
and corrupted, to divide those who loved freedom, from those
v/ho wished the establishment of despotism—such a division,

forming an union of the great and good, would lay the foun-
dation for all those reformations that were necessary to re-

store the freedom of an impaired constitution. But the wicked
system (a system as weak as it is wicked) of those who had
divided every other part of the empire, and now wished the

division of the people of England, in order to maintain that

fatal power which had cursed this coimtry, and reduced it to

its present melancholy situation, was to be withstood. Hfe

trusted, therefore, that 233 honest and unbought men would
not allow theinselves upon this occasion to be operated upon
by that weak and wicked maxim, but that pledged as they

were to the people, they would fulfil every engagement they

had brought themselves under.

He interspersed these observations with frequent replies to

Mr. Adam, particularly upon the argument he had made use

of to shew, that the negativing the present question did not

infer a necessity of adopting the measure of immediate disso-

lution or prorogation. This he answered by saying, that it

did however leave an administration, hostile in every point

to the petitions of the people, with the power of prorogation

and dissolution in their hands, if they chose to make use of it.

He likewise made some observations upon annual parliaments

and increased representation, not supporting them, though at

the same time not condemning tliem, but rather stating that

the present motion was unconnected Avith that consideration.

He then went again into the doctrine of the popularity and

unpopularity of Opposition ; he reprobated tlie attempts of

ministers to abuse them by means of the press, and thanked

God they had overcome all their calumnies, and Were now
as popular as their enemies wished them the reverse. He
said, with respect to the American business, he rather be-

lieved that they had not acted at first altogether agreeably

to the popular opinion ; but if they were on that ground an

unpopular opposition, he gloried in the circumstance, if he

considered it as a party man, but he regretted it as an English-

man. Had not every event proved, had not the conviction of

that House, had not the conviction of the country, and the

scandalous disgrace of the present ministers, who bad given
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up every point they had formerly contended for, proved, that

though unpopular, they were right in all their opinions ? The
glory of Opposition, therefore, was the disgrace and ruin of
Great Britain ; points which every true Englishman must re-

gard with horror, and in whose eyes all ideas of popularity

must appear insignificant, and trifling indeed, when seriously

compared. This ground he laboured with his usual vehe-

mence and ability, and concluded for the motion, as being so

material for the great object the House had pledged itself to,

that he could not bring himself to believe that it would be
refused.

The motion was reprobated by Lord George Germain, as an im-
proper mode of abridging the royal prerogative. Mr. Dundas
ridiculed it as a recruiting officer sent out by Opposition to beat up
for grievances, and enlist motions. At eleven o'clock the House
divided.

Yeas
|Sir JamesLowtherl ^ fMr.Gascoynel ,.

J^EAS
i^j.^ py^^ j- 203 JNOES

1^^^ Robinson I
^^^'_

Mr. Dunning's motion was consequently negatived.

As soon as the membex-s were told into the House, several gen-
tlemen repaired to the table, to settle the orders relative to their

respective propositions before the House ; among the rest Mr.
Dunning moved, that the committee of the whole House, to take

the petitions of the people into consideration, be deferred till thafrj

day se'nnight ; and Mr. Burke, that the committee on the civil list

bill be deferred till Friday next. The House began to thin apace^

particularly from the Opposition side ; when

Mr. Fox rose. He said he had a few words to offer, which
he wished gentlemen who acted with him should hear before

they went away. He said, the call of the House, which stood
'-

for that day, and which he promised to have strictly enforced,^^

would, he believed, be better postponed, as numbers had quit--j

ted the House, forgetting that their presence was necessary
^

while their names were calling over. He had resolved, in his

own mind, to move tlie order of the day should his learned

friend's motion be negatived ; but as he understood that his

learned friend had moved to have the committee on the peti-^-^

tions deferred till Monday next, he thought it better to make:,,

one further trial, as well out of respect to his learned friend,

and some other gentlemen who had taken an active part in thet:i

petitions, as to give those gentlemen who had separated fron%;r-

their friends on the question just decided, an opportunity ofj
fully and unequivocally declaring their real sentiments ; for hq';.?

could not believe that it was possible for those who supported! f

th^Q., resolutions of the 6th of April, no sufficient cause jgioij;



l^jB^.J '_ MOTIOJr'AtJ'ATNST DISSOLVING PARLIAMENT.- 269

colour or shadow of apology intervening, to desert and repro-

bate the principles wliich they maintained on that ever memor-
able night.

xr^He was proceeding, but during the whole time he was on his

legs there prevailed a shameful disorder in the House, great num-
bers standing and talking on the floor, and about the table. Sir

Tliomas Frankland during this confusion called frequently to order,

OS did likewise the Speaker, but to little or no effect. At length
Sir Thomas called on the Chair to exercise its authority, and if pos-
sible to restore order. The Speaker then called on evei*y side of
the House with great vehemence ; commanded the serjeant to

clear the bar, and insisted that gentlemen should take their place*.

Order was not yet restored ; at length

"Mr. Fox rose, and the members taking their places, as he
entreated an hearing, he said, since he had first sat in that

House he never felt himself so hurt, mortified, and filled with

indignant resentment as he had done that night; so much so,

that, but for the circumstance already alluded to, relative to his

learned fi'iend, and his adjourning over the committee, he, for

one, was determined, so far as related to himself, to adjourn

over the business of the present session, and never more enter

that House, so long as the majority entertained similar senti-

ments to those they apparently embraced by the vote they had
given that night. It was a scandalo\is, treacherous and disgrace-

ful vote [called to order by the Treasury-bench.] He did not

mean to say that it was scandalous or disgraceful in those whb
opposed the vote of the 6th of April to oppose the address

moved by his learned friend ; on the contrary, he thought

they acted consistently, like men. Most clearly those 215
gentlemen who declared their opinion that the influence of

me crown was not increased, and ought not to be diminished,

had pursued an open, direct, and consistent conduct : they

differed from him ; he was sorry for it : but they differed from

him upon principle. They declared roundly and expressly

what they thought upon the subject ; and they would have

been guilty ofthe most shameful versatility had they abandoned

that principle which they had so recently avowed. But who
could contemplate, but with a mixture of surprize and indig-

nation, the conduct of another set of men in that House, who
on the same night resolved that the influence of the crown was

increased, and ought to be diminished, and that the grievances

and complaints of the people ought to be redressed ; and who
pledged themselves to that House, to the nation, to their con-

stituents, to the people at large, and to themselves, that it was

their duty to redress the grievances complained of; but wlio

on the only- two occaaioiis that offered, shameitdJy fled from
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that solemn engagement, by rejecting the means proposed

!

It was shameful, it was base, it was unmanly, it was trea-

cherous. The gentlemen he alluded to surrounded him;
they sat on his side of the House; he was sorry for it.

They were those who voted with him on the 6th of April,

and who voted with the minister that night. No man held

those who were at the devotion of the minister in greater

contempt than he did; they were slaves of the worst kind,

because they sold themselves; yet, base as the tenure of

their places was, they had one virtue to pride themselves

on, that of fidelity, gratitude, and consistency ; to all their

other demerits they had not added the absurdity and trea-

chery of one day resolving an opinion to be true, and the

next of declaring it to be a falsehood. They had not taken

in their patron, or their friends, with false hopes, and delu-

sive promises. Whatever their motives or sentiments might

be, they had adhered to them, and so far as that went their

conduct was entitled to his approbation. He could forgive

the man he saw voting regularly with the minister, through
thick and thin, upon every question; he could behold him,

in his servile state, M'ith pity, he could forgive him for cringing"

and bowing at the levee of the prince or the minister, without

exciting in his breast any other sentiment ; but on the other

hand, when he beheld the conduct of some men, affecting

different principles, supporting a minister who had very fairly,

he would acknowledge, opposed and denied that the influencie

of the crown was increased, and ought to be diminished, it

filled him with horror. What breast but must be filled with

the warmest resentment and the keenest contempt to see those

who pretended that the complaints of the people ought to be
redressed, that the influence of the crown had increased;

who had pledged themselves that they would reduce one, and
remove the cause of the other, vote in a majority with those

who denied that either existed, and that the petitions were
only fabricated by faction, and ought not to be attended to f

He was at a loss for words by which he could give vent to

what he felt on the occasion. Why hatl not those who voted

on the 6th of April in the majority, explained themselves ?

If they approved of the general tendency of the resolutions,

why had they not proposed some effective measures ? Why
had not they described the fabric they meant to raise, or

which they wished to have erected on that basis ? Why did
not they, when propositions were moved, which they could

not approve of, manfully stand forth in support of their own
sentiments, and declare to those who united in opinion upon
the general declarations contained in the resolutions, then

moved xmd carried; " We agree with you, respecting the
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ground-work, but as to the propositions you would raise upon
it, we diifer totally with you. We meant tliis, and not that

;

we will agree with you in such and such measures, but we
must dissent from those you now ofter." This, in his appre-
hension, would have exculpated them from all blame ; would
have wiped away all suspicion. A difference of opinion miorht

arise, but it would be such a difference as was agreeable to

that liberty of assent and dissent which every man was entitled

to, whose opinion could be deemed free. But, to agree to

certain general propositions, and to refuse to propose any
effective ones, or agree to those offered, was a paradox, he
believed, in party and politics. It was taking in their friends.

He was taken in, deluded, and imposed on. [A loud laugh
from the opposite benches.] He acknowledged it; for, iii

his conscience, he thought the assistance of such men did
more harm than good. It tended to lull the nation into a
dangerous security, to impose on the petitioners, and, in

short, to spread through the nation eveiy species of pc^ular
delusion.

He thought it his duty, while on his legs, to declare, that

the defection which hehad alluded to, originated chiefly among
the county members, many of them of great weiglit and respect

;

but however high they might stand in the estimation of their

friends in their counties, or in that House, he should ever

judge of men by their conduct, and not by their professions.

He doubted not but they had their reasons for voting contrary

QU one day to what they had resolved the preceding. The
last vote, most probably, v.as agreeable to their real senti-

ments; the vote of the 6th of April was to answer ends

merely personal. We were on the eve of a general election

;

the gentlemen alluded to would soon go down to their consti-

tuents : the first and most natural question would be, " What
have you don^p in consequence of our petitions ? Is the in-

fluence of the crown diminished ? What redress have you
procured for us? Has a more econominal expenditure of the

public money been determined upon and adopted? Have
our burdens been lightened ? Are all useless and sinecure

places abolished ? And have you established a reform in the

cxpences of the king's household ?" " No : but look at the

resolutions of the 6th of April ; you will there find that I and

my colleague have voted, that the influence of the crown has

increased and ought to be diminished ; you will find it likewise

resolved, on the same day, by me and 232 other fi lends of their

country, that it was our duty to redress the grievances stated

in the petitions." He trusted, however, that such gross ter-

giversation woidd never pass without detection, nor fail to be

Ibllovved by the indignant contempt with which it deserved to
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be treated. He did not yet despair but the people would not

only contniue to see their ov.ai interest, which they had r, heady
done, but that they would besides know how to di>-tinguish

between their open friends and foes;, and learn to discover

their worst of enemies,—their concealed ones. Fiom their

open ones they had nothing to fear or hope : by their secret

and determined enemies they might be deceived ; they had
been often betrayed by thera ; but he hoped they would not

be able to do it now, by votes which meant nothing if not

followed up by efficient measures, and worse than nothing,

when thus shamefully abandoned almost in the very instant in

which they were given.

For his part, he was determined, after Monday next, to

. absent himself from that House. He would make one trial,

one effort more, in expectation that those who had deserted

their principles would endeavour to retrieve their public cha-

racter. If that last effort should miscarry, he should then

know v/hat to do ; lie %vould exert himself without these walls,

as he had continued to do within them, as long as he ex-

pected that any benefit could be derived from it. He pre-

sumed his leai-ned friend v^ould propose some measure which
would come in the form of an ultimate test ; for his part, he
should propose none himself, though he would support any
which might be proposed, to the best of his abilities. If this

last trial should meet with a similar fate to that of his learned

friend's motion that night, he would quit that House, and
leave ministers responsible for the consequences. [A great

cry of hear ! hear !] He was persuaded that the gentlemen

who cried out so vociferously in the exultation of victory,

jiear ! hear ! would be very glad of it ; but ho begged leave to

assure those gentlemen, that not one of them wished more
sincerely for such an emancipation from a fruitless attendance

there than he did. If those gentlemen, however, imagined

that his future conduct would be directed to measures pro-

motive of public confusion, they were very much mistaken

;

the people had resomxes still left ; they were furnished by the

constitution. A general election was approaching, and then

the people, by the choice they might make, would have it in

their power to obtain that redress, by sending only such

representatives to parliament as entertained sentiments con-

genial to their own. There \vould be no occasion for armed
committees or warlike associations. The constitution was not

so imperfect as to compel men to take arms in support and
defence of their rights ; the means which a general election

gave them were strictly consonant to peace and good order

;

and if those means were resorted to, and judiciously and

firmly exerted, he did not despair; . nay, he was j)erfectly
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convinced, that the next parhament would give that redress

to the complaints of the people which every good and inde-

pendent man wished for, and which it would not be in the
power of the influence of the crown to defeat or prevent.

Lord North extended the protection of his eloquence to those
who had drawn on themselves this severe attack. He said, Mr.
Fox's language was such as no provocation could justify ; it was
indecent and improper ; an invective, and not ^a parliamentary
speech. He bantered the leader of Opposition with considerable
humour and effect, on his irritability at finding himself in a mino-
rity again, after having, for a short moment of his life, been in a
majority, and contrasted it with his own philosophical calmness,
when he stood in so unexpected and novel a situation. He did
not think himself justified in rising in the anguish of defeat and
disappointment, and accusing those who had frequently voted
with him, of baseness, treachery, versatility, and other improper
motives, and he advised Mr. Fox not to be, for the future, so
rash and hasty.

Mr. Fox rose to explain what he meant 'iy the words base,

scandalous, and disgraceful, as applying to the vote given by
those on the 6th of April who divided against the motion made
that night by his learned friend. He said, when he made
use of those epithets, he applied them in this, and in this way
only. He did not mean to say that they had acted disgrace-

fully, shamefully, &c. that night ; he meant to convey this

idea, that the gentlemen who voted on the 6th of April, that

the influence of the crown had increased, and ought to be
diminished, and that it was the duty of that House to redress

the grievances complained of in the petitions, were bound and
stood publicly pledged to perform one or the other of these

two things ; to support such measures as might be suggested

in consequence of those resolutions ; or if they appeared to be
such as they could not conscientiously vote in support olj

that then they were bound to propose some other resolutions

or measures, conformably to the ideas they entertained when
they gave the vote of the 6th of April. If they refused to do
that, or neglected in time to do it, so as that the measure pro-

posed might at the late period of the session have a fair pros-

pect of passing into a law before any prorogation or dissolution

of parliament should take place ; in such a possible event he
was prepared to re-assert and repeat, that a conduct of that

kind amounted to an abandonment oftheir declared principles,

of their solemn promises plighted in that House to their con-

stituents and the people at large ; and in that light were

scandalous, base, treagherous, shameful, and disgraceful.

VOL. I. T
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Bill for shortenin& the Duration of Parliaments.

Maj/ 8.

R. ALDERMAN SAWBRIDGE moved for leave to bring

in a bill for shortening the duration of parliaments. Earl

Nugent opposed the motion, and asked if they were prepared just

then to take away from the crown the right of appointing sheriffs

for the counties? And if they were 'not, the power of the crown,

he said, would be considerably increased, if parliaments were
either annual or triennial. He had conversed witii Mr. Speaker

Onslow on tlie subject of triennial parliaments some years ago,

and that great man had told him the proposition was an absurd

one ; because if it were adopted, the first year M'ould be taken up
wholly in hearing petitions on elections; in the second year the

House would be able to do business ; and in the third, the members
would principally be engaged with soliciting votes, and making
interest against the next election. Annual parliaments he objected

to, as totally impracticable in the present state of public affairs.

Mr. Thomas Pitt said he was fully convinced, that, so far from

diminishing the influence of the crown, annual or triennial parlia-

ments would considerably increase it. The influence of the crown

was not confined within those walls ; if it were, we should be a
great and happy people. It was the influence of the crown with-

out doors that was so alarming. The increased public revenue

was the great source of influence. Had gentlemen forgot how
many great families even now were ruined by their endeavours to

get into that House, and had spent their whole fortunes in election

contests ? Was it to be learnt how hard would be the case of

every honest, independent country gentleman, if the minister was

to have the power of starting a court candidate against him
every year, or every three years ? What fortune could bear the

expence ?

Mr. Fox said he should be under the necessity of speaking

more fully to the present question than he otherwise would

do, because, as he had for years voted uniformly against the

question, and as he meant now to vote for it, it was due to the

House, and due to his own character, that he should state

the reasons of this difference of conduct. He said, he re-

vered those wise and great men who brought in the Septennial

Bill ; because the principle on which they acted, in promoting

that measure, was every way laudable, and every way justi-

fiable. At the time of the passing of this bill, the House of

Brunswick had been just called to the throne, by the una-

nimous voice of the people, in defence of their hberties, and
in order to protect them from the alarming attempts of a

pretender, whose family was deservedly become odious for

their tyranny, and by their repeated endeavours to subvert
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the constitution, to change the religion of the country, and to

bury the liberties of the people under the fabric of arbitrary

power, which it had been their constant wish to introduce and
to erect. George the First was a prince beloved by both
Houses of parliament, and looked up to as their guardian and
protector; it was very natural, under these circumstances,

to take every precaution to keep out a third person, a pre-
tender to the thron::>, and to maintain the House of Bruns-
wick in possession of it. With this view it was, that the three

branches of the legislature had agreed to take such measures
as were most likely to exclude the pretender. And what
measure could promise to be more effectual than the passing

of the Septennial Bill ? Thereby keeping together that Par-
liament who were so well disposed towards George the First,

and who doubtless had no idea that a day could ever come
when the liberties of the people would be in danger from the

House of Brunswick ; who never could suppose that the in-

fluence of the crown would be so increased in the reiffn of a

prince of that House, that it should be voted by the House
of Commons that it had increased, was increasing, and ought

to be diminished. They had therefore acted wisely, and he
had ever admired and revered such men. It was from this

admiration and this reverence, that he had uniformly voted

against shortening the duration of parliament. But what was

the case now ? The people of England, in w'hom the sole

right of the duration of parliament lay, called upon that House
to shorten it. The people of England made this requisition

—

a requisition which they alone could make, and which, like

every other requisition that came from the same quarter, he

should ever hold himself bound to comply with, and to obey.

He then answered Lord Nugent's question about the she-

riffs, and said, undoubtedly if the bill now moved for should

be passed, an act must necessarily pass to make that altera-

tion. He also turned off the objection urged by Mr. Pitt,

relative to the frequency of elections, and the enormous ex-

pence which would unavoidably follow to private famihes,

and honest and independent men, if parHaments were chosen

either annually or triennially ; shewing, that even now par-

liaments had no certain time of duration, for that it was m
the power of government to put an end to them, wiienever it

should be most for the purpose of government so to do ; and

that consecjuently government might harass individuals at

present, as much as they could do then. One of the argu.-

ments upon which Mr. Fox principally rested was, that an-

nual parhaments would lessen the influence of the crown,

declaring, that if any of his constituents were to ask him wliat

T 2
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our j)rcsent misfortunes were ascribeable to ? he should say,

the first cause was the influence of the crown, the second, the

influence of the crown, and the third, the influence of the

crown ; to that, and that only, in his mind, could it be owing,
that an unpopular and unsuccessful ministry, whose measures
had ruined their country, kept their offices. He ridiculed

Mr. Onslow's opinion as stated by Lord Nugent, and said,

that the noble lord's whole speech was a sample of that con-

temptuous conduct, which ministry assumed whenever they

thought themselves secure ; their way constantly was to be
afraid, when they first heard of any thing that looked like

danger approaching them, and as soon as they began to think

themselves safe, to turn the object of their former terror into

drrision. So it was with the petitions of the people ; at first

nothing could be more humble than the language of ministers

respecting them ; they had promised every thing ; but now
having again their majority, they affected to laugh at, and
to deride that, which they had most seriously dreaded.

The motion was also supported by Colonel Barre and Mr. Tho-
mas Townshend. Lord North, Mr. Rigby, and Mr. Burke spoke
against it. After which the House divided

:

TcllcTs^ TcllcTSm

YBAs|Mr.Sawbridge| j
Sir Ralph Payne

| ^g^^
[Mr.Byng j -' (^Mr. Robmson j

So it passed in die negative.

Repeal of the Bill for the Relief of Roman Catholics.

June 20.

T^HE House resolved itself into a committee of the whole House,
-*- to take into consideration the numerous petitions against the

act of the i8th of his present majesty, intituled, " An Act for

relieving his majesty's subjects professing the popish religion, from
certain penalties and disabilities, imposed on them by an act

made in the nth and 1 2th of the reign of William the 3d, intituled,

An Act for the further preventing the growth of popery." In
order to quiet the minds, and to remove the apprehensions, of
such well-meaning but ill-informed persons, as might be among
the petitioners, the following resolutions were moved by Lord
Beauchamp: i. " That it is the opinion of this committee, that

the effect and operation of the act passed in the i8th year of the

reign of his present majesty, intituled, " An Act for relieving his

majesty's subjects professing the popish religion, from certain
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penalties and disabilities, imposed on them by an act made in

the nth and 12th years of the reign of King William the 3d,
intituled, An Act for the further preventing the growth of popery,"
had been misrepresented and misunderstood. 2. That the said
act, passed in the i8th year of the reign of his present majesty,
does not repeal or alter, or in any manner invalidate or render
ineffectual, the several statutes made to prohibit the exercise of
the popish religion, previous to the statute of the nth and 12th
years of King William the 3d. 3. That no ecclesiastical or spi-

ritual jurisdiction or authority is given, by the said act of the
iSth year of the reign of his present majesty, to the Pope or the
See of Rome. 4. That this House ^loes, and ever will, watch
over the interests of the protestant religion with the most un-
remitted attention ; and that all attempts to seduce the youth of
this kingdom from the established church to popery, are highly
criminal according to the laws in force, and are a proper subject
of further regulation. 5. That all endeavours to disquiet the
minds of the people, by misrepresenting the said act of the 18th

year of the reign of his present majesty, as inconsistent with the

safety, or irreconcileable to the. principles of the protestant reli-

gion, have a manifest tendency to disturb the public peace, to

break the union necessary at this time, to bring dishonour on the

national character, to discredit the protestant religion in the eyes
of other nations, and to furnish occasion for the renewal of the

persecution of our protestant brethren in other countries." There
was rather much discourse than debate vipon the subject, very

little having been said on the part of the petitions. The question

was, however, solemnly, and very largely spoken to, and with the

greatest eloquence. The chief speakers were Lord North, Lord
Beauchamp, Sir George Savile, Mr. Wilkes. Mr. Burke, and Mr.
Fox. These two latter spoke for three hours each. For the first

time they ail spoke on the same side ; and supported the doctrine

of toleration, on grounds much larger than those on which the bill

complained of s'^'iod. In the course of the debate,

Mr. Fox said, that his objection to the House of Stuart,

had he hved at the period of the revolution, would have been,

not because that House had embraced popery, but because

popery had embraced the House of Stuart ; that the latter was
supported in its attempts on the liberties of the nation, by po-

pery in generah But now there were no such dangers to be

apprehended ; the pretender was out of the question ; besides,

every papist was obliged to abjure the pope in temporals, be-

fore he could avail himself of indulgencies. He could not

think the popish rehgion incompatible with government, nor

civil liberty ; because, in looking round the world, he saw

that in Switzerland, where democracy reigned universally in

the fullest manner, it flourished most in cantons professing

that religion. He was a friend to imiversal toleraticn, and

an enemy to that narrow way of thinking, that made men come
T 3
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to parliament, not for the removal of some great grievances

which they themselves felt, but to desire parliament to shackle

and fetter their fellow subjects. He wished to know the

number and sort of names affixed to the petitions whicli de-

sired persecution, and called upon the House for an exercise

of its judgment merely, instead of desiring grievances of their

own to be removed. He wished to kjiow who the petitioners

were. He observed that many signed their marks; and
saw that men who could neither read nor write, found their

blood fired that a Roman Catholic should read and write !

He confessed he had no predilection for the signatures of the

clergy ; for he was convinced, that if at the period of the re-

formation their opinions could have decided, we should have

had no reformation ! It was not likely that men whose inte-

rests in general were against the reform, should have been
eager to obtain it. He went through a variety of reasons in

favour of general toleration, and declared himself against the

repeal of the bill, and against every thing that had the least

tendency to bridle and restrain liberty of conscience.

The resolutions were agreed to by the committee, and Sir

George Savile was instructed to move the House, for leave to

bring in a bill for affording security to the protestant religion from
any encroachments of popeiy, by more effectually restraining pa-

pists, or persons professing the popish religion, from teacliing, or

taking upon themselves the education or government of the chil-

dren of protestants. The bill passed the Commons, but was
thrown out by the Lords as unnecessary.

Mr. Thomas Grenville's Amendment to the Address
ON the King's Speech at the Opening of the
Session.

November i.

THE King opened the New Parliament with the following

Speech to both Houses :

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; It is with more than ordinary sa-

tisfaction that I meet you in Parliament, at a time, when the late

elections may afford me an opportunity of receiving the most cer-

tain information of the disposition and the wishes of my people, to

which I am always inclined to pay the utmost attention and regard.

—The present arduous situation of public affliirs is well known ;

the whole force and faculties of the monarchies of France and
Spain ai'c drawn forth, and exerted to the utmost to support the
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rebellion in my colonies in North America, and, without the least

provocation or cause of complaint, to attack my dominions ; and
the undisguised object of this confederacy manifestly is to gratify

boundless ambition, by destroying the commerce, and giving a
fatal blow to the power of Great Britain By the force which the
last Parliament put into my hands, and by the blessing of Divine
Providence on the bravery of my fleets and armies, I have been
enabled to withstand the formidable attempts of my enemies, and
to frustrate the great expectations they had formed ; and the signal

successes which have attended the progress of my arms in the pro-
vinces of Georgia and Carolina, gained with so much honour to the
conduct and courage of my officers, and to the valour and intrepi-

dity of my troops, which have equalle<l their highest character in

any age, will, I trust, have important consequences in bringing
the war to a happy conclusion. It is my most earnest desire to

see this great end accomplished ; but I am confident you will agree
with me in opinion, that we can only secure safe and honourable
terms of peace by such powerful and respectable preparations, as

shall convince our enemies, that we will not submit to receive the

law from any powers whatsoever, and that we are united in a firm

resolution to decline no difficulty, or hazard, in the defence of our
country, and for the preservation of our essential interests.

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; I have ordered the

estimates for the ensuing year to be laid before you. I see and
feel, with great anxiety and concern, that the various services of
the war must, unavoidably, be attended with great and heavy ex-

pences; but I desire you to grant me such supplies only, as your
own security and lasting welfare, and the exigency of affairs, shall

be found to require.
" My Lords, and Gentlemen ; I repose an entire confidence in

the zeal and affections of this Parliament, conscious that, during

the whole course of my reign, it has been the constant object ofmy
care, and the wish of my heart, to promote the true interests and
happiness of all my subjects, and to preserve inviolate our excellent

constitution in church and state."

An Address, adding the usual reassertion of all the propositions

contained in the above speech, and such compliments as the events

of the day suggested, was moved for by Mr. De Grey, and se-

conded by Sir Richard Sutton. An amendment was moved by
Mr. Thomas Grenville, and seconded by Colonel Richard Fitzpa-

trick, proposing to leave out the whole address, excepting the

complimentary part, and to substitute in the place of the subse-

quent clauses these words, " That in this arduous conjuncture we
are determined to unite our efforts for the defence of this our

country ; and we beg leave to assure your majesty, that we will de-

cline no difficulty or hazard in preserving the essential interests of

this kingdom." The amendment was opposed by Mr. Pulteney, Sir

Horace Mann, Mr. Welbore Ellis, and Lord George Germain;
and supported by Mr. Thomas Townshend, Mr. Fox, Admiral
Keppel, General Smith, and Alderman Newnham. The friends

of administration inferred topics of consolation from the heteroge-

T 4



280 ADDRESS ON THE KING's SPEECH. [NoV. I'

neous combination of France and Spain with America ; the impossi-

bility of cordiality in such an miion, or of happy results to a

cause, supposed to be that of liberty and the protestant religion,

when protected only by bigoted catholics, and powers from
whose vocabulary the word freedom was expunged. It was re-

presented as a great advantage that England was without allies ;

since no league against a power compact within itself, and combin-
ing its energies by unanimity of council, had ever yet been crown-

ed with success. The contest with America was represented as

more prosperous than at any previous period since the convention

of Saratoga. General Smith denied the assertion : the circum-
stances of the country, he said, were infinitely worse ; and, since

the aflPair of Trenton, every military man had clearly discerned,

that all attempts to subdue America were fruitless prodigalities of

blood and treasure.

Mr. Fox rose just as the question was about to be put

;

and, in a speech of considerable length, went over the whole

ground of complaint which had been urged by Opposition

against the King's servants, as well respecting the conduct of

the American war, as with regard to a great variety of other

topics.

He began with observing, that the amendment moved and
seconded by his two honourable friends, had been very ably

supported by them ; and that no answer whatever, at least

nothing like an argument, had been advanced against it. The
best thing that had been attempted to be urged in support of

the address, was what had fallen from the right honourable

gentleman over the way (Mr. Welbore Ellis), namely, that it

was something like the amendment. That, however, certainly

was not a sufficient reason to induce the House to prefer the

address to the amendment, if they meant to convince the peo-

ple at large that they were governed by reason and fair argu-

ment, and not by private motives, and that imdue influence,

which the last parliament, almost in its last moments, had
declared "had increased, was increasing, and ought to be

diminished." Tlie address, he said, it was true, did not

directly pledge the House to go on with the American war,

but considered altogether, it amounted pretty nearly to that

idea. Ministers had thought proper to word it differently

from the address agreed to by the other House on the ist

instant. The lords in their address, had expressly declared

their readiness to go on with the war. INIinisters had shewn
so much deference to that House, that they had not in the

address which had been then read, pledged the House
directly ; but then gentlemen would observe, that in a subse-

quent paragraph, the matter was brought in ; and upon the

whole, there was sufficient cause for suspicion and distrust.
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sufficient cause to fear that minister's meant to plunge this

country deeper in ruin, than they had ah-eady sunk it, by a
continuance of that mad war.

With regard to the King's speech, which for the sake of
freedom of debate, was properly termed the speech of the

minister, was there in it one gleam of comfort, one hope, or

the least prospect of better conduct in the King's servants ?

Did it not begin with assuring parliament, that his majesty

wished to know the sense of his people, and in the same para-

graph, did it not contain the greatest mockery and insult

upon the people, by telling them that his majesty hoped to

receive the information he wished for through the medium of

the late elections ? Were those elections free ? Was the disso-

lution previously announced, the time of it properly chosen ?

He hoped to God this circumstance would become the subject

of an enquiry in that House, and that it might be known
which of the King's servants it was, who had dared to advise

his majesty to dissolve his parliament just when the dissolution

took place : a time when most gentlemen were taken by sur-

prize. To him, indeed, it had no such effect : he had long

accustomed himself to watch the measures of administration,

he knew the ministers thoroughly, he understood their de-

signs, and he was aware, that if one moment was less pro-

pitious to the people, and to the freedom of election, than

another, that was the moment most hkely to W chosen by
them for the dissolution of parliament. He had, therefore,

expected it even before it happened, and he should not have

wondered, if it had taken place in the midst of the harvest.

As it was, it took place when the majority of that House,

especially of those who had uniformly opposed and reprobated

the mad and destructive measures of ministers, were in camp,

and at a considerable distance from the places they repre-

sented ; so that instead of consulting the wishes of the people,

instead of rendering it as little injurious to the internal peace

and quiet of the kingdom as possible, ministers had taken

pains to render the dissolution of parliament as calamitous an

event as could have happened.

As to the beginning of the address, he said, he had no ob-

jection to congratulate his majesty on the increase of his

domestic happiness. Long might his domestic enjoyments

continue to increase ! They were the only ei]^oyments his

majesty possessed. Unfortunate in every other respect, un-

fortunate abroad, and unfortunate in the conduct of civil affairs

at home, he was happy in domestic life ; and on this happi-

ness in his family, he would congratulate his majesty sincerely.

But at the present moment of embarrassment and distress,

when the brightest jewel was torn from his diadem, when
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America was dissevered from the British empire, never to be

re-miited; when discord and distention raged among those

parts of the empire which yet remained, but which seemed

prepared for revolt, to approach the throne with gratulatory

addresses, was not loyaUy, but cruel mockery and insuU. But

what said the honourable gentleriie^i over the way ? " Will

you refuse to acknowledge, with gratitude, the blessings we
enjoy under his majesty's government ?" How long, replied

Mr. Fox, shall the sacred shield of majesty be interposed for

the protection of a weak administration ? This word majesty

was a kind of hocus pocus word, vvhich v/as turned into all

shapes, and made subservient to every legerdemain trick,

and every illusion which convenience dictated. If by the

" blessing of his majesty's government" were understood his

majesty's virtues, he was ready to acknowledge his majesty's

personal virtues with respect and with reverence. But if by

the blessings of his government he was to understand the acts

and projects of his majesty's ministers, he detested and repro-

bated them. The present reign had been one continued

series of disgrace, misfortune, and calamity. What blessings

were we called upon to recognize in the address ? First, the

happy effect of this new parliament, in giving his majesty an

opportunity of knowing the sentiments of his people. As an

honourable friend of his had asked, was there no trick, no

deceit used in order to garble a new parliament? In words,

ministers disclaimed the abridgement of the duration of sep-

tennial parliaments ; in actions they approved it. He did not

expect ever to see a septennial parliament die a natural death.

Six years ago he had the honour to sit in that House, when

the subject of debate was precisely the same that it was that

night, namely, the justice and expediency of prosecuting the

American war ; and he made no doubt, but that if he should

have the honour to sit in the next parliament six years hence,

at the opening of it, the same subject would be under discus-

sion. It would have been presumption in him to have made
such a prediction six years ago, and nobody would have cre-

dited him. Past experience now made it no longer so, and

therefore he scrupled not to prophesy, that if the war was

continued, its propriety and its expediency would be the sub-

ject of discussion on the first opening of the next parliament.

What had we gained by the American war in that period ?

We had exchanged Boston for New-York, and Philadel-

phia, the capital of Virginia, for Charles Town, the capital

of South Carohna. Oh ! but we had gained of late a most

signal victory at Camden. Generals Gates and Sumpter had

been routed by Lord Cornwallis and Colonel Tarleton.

These victories were but omens and forerunners of greater

10
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ones. Such was our sanguine expectation, wlien in the be-
ginning of the war the British troops defeated the Ameri-
cans on Long Island. The success of Brandywine was to

be followed by the immediate reduction of the provinces,

and not a rebel was to be seen in all the continent of North
America.

The taking of Ticonderoga was a splendid affair; and
that, too, was to be followed by the most important conse-
quences. The event perpetually belied our sanguine pre-
dictions, yet now, with all our experience, we talked of fol-

lowing up with alacrity, our late victory in Carolina. That
victory was a glorious one, he readily allowed, to the general
officer, and all the officers and British troops who gained it

;

but the glory of that victory was due to the army only, and
the disgrace of reducing Lord Cornwallis to that dangerous
situation which made his victory a miracle, was the minister's.

The only fruit of the reduction of Charles Town, was the
dangerous situation that led necessarily to the engagement.
The success of that engagement was owing to the army.
That affiiir seemed farther alarming to him in another point

of view. It was a proof that the majority of the Americans
were not, as had been said, friendly to this country ; but, on
the contrary, that they were almost unanimously attached to

the cause of Congress. For no sooner did General Gates ap-

pear among the Carolinians, than those very men flocked to

his standard, who had taken the oaths to our government,

carrying along with them, the arms that had been put into

their hands by our general, which reduced Lord Cornwallis

to the cruel necessity of putting them to death, and rendered

that a necessary measure, which all who knew Lord Corn-
wallis, knew must have given him infinite pain. Hence he
argued, that every gleam of success had been the certain fore-

runner of misfortune. The loss of the whole army followed

the capture of Ticonderoga ; the evacuation of Philadelphia

followed other success; and no sooner did we hear of the

surrender of Charles Town to his majesty's arms, than we
prepared to receive intelligence of some new disaster ; and a

very short time afterwai'ds, news arrived of the loss of Rhode
Island, which he was warranted to say was the only good
winter harbour in all America.

Not that he meant to contend, that no advantage was to

be derived from the late success obtained by the wonderful

good conduct and gallantry of Lord Cornwallis. Great ad-

vantages might be derived fi'om it; it might be made the

foundation of an honourable and happy peace. Let minis-

ters but seize and improve the advantage, and they would

deserve the thanks and applause of their country. But had
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they given us any hopes of it ? On the contrary, did not the

address now moved for, prove to the conviction of this House,

that they meant to pursue the war; they dared not give it up ;

the unpopularity of it was their security ; that, and that only,

kept them in their places. An honourable friend of his, who
moved the amendment, had said, we had fought bravely,

we had exerted our vigour, but still our exertions had pro-

duced no essential advantage. Other gentlemen had praised

the efforts which this country had made in the course of the

war, and had argued well from that circumstance, declaring that

we had astonished all Europe by our exertions. It was most

true. The war was begun madly, the ministers had made
war blindfold, and the efforts of this countiy, so directed, and
so planned, like the efforts of a madm.an, which were always

more powerful than those of a reasonable being, had asto-

nished all Europe. But what good had they done ? They
had only weakened and reduced our resources. They had
exhausted the spirits of the people, and had almost anni-

hilated the power of future exertion. An honourable gen-

tleman had said, that it was improper to term the war unjust,

excepting only withia those vv'alls : he must beg leave to differ

with him in opinion. He thought the war unjust, he had said

so repeatedly in that House, he had said so elsewhere, and he

would say so whenever and wherever he had the opportunity.

He would say so to the whole world, if his voice had power
and extent enough to communicate the idea. But according

to the argument of the honourable gentleman to whom he was

alluding, what was unjust in its origin became just in its

advancement and prosecution. The honourable gentleman

thought now he had got justice on his side, that he had got

all. Did the honourable gentleman think that the Americans,

once driven by our injustice to assert their independency,

ought, in justice, to relinquish that independency, and to

alter their established government, and rely on our word for

the performance of our promises ?

With regard to the argument of another honourable gen-

tleman (Sir Horace Mann) that, without an ally Great Bri-

tain had an advantage over a confederacy; if that doctrine

were true, Great Britain was the most flourishing nation in

the world. The reasoning of his honourable friend, from

whom he was sori-y to differ in opinion on the present point,

from the League of Cambray, was certainly far from being

conclusive. For Venice had been left in the circumscribed

situation, to which nature had limited her, according to his

own words, and such would be the fate of Great Britain ; a

situation to which it was the express object of the powerful

confederacy of France, Spain, and America, to reduce her,
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as his honourable friend on the floor had very properly and
truly stated. The grand alliance, in the reign of Louis the

Fourteenth of France, had not indeed been so successful, on
account, he would say, of the impolicy of England, as might
have been expected ; but it gave a check, a wound, to the

growing, power of France; a blow from which nothing but
the wretched conduct of such a ministry as ours could have
recovered it. It was common danger and distress that chiefly

endeared nations, as well as individuals, to one another ; and
this tie, for the present, united the French and Americans
in the closest friendship. But if we held out to the Ame-
ricans something that might be a separate interest, and that

might be a security to them, by removing the common danger,

we should dissolve the friendship, and have a chance of treat-

ing with her.

The honourable baronet who seconded the address, had
talked of the good faitli of America being plighted to France,

and had argued that her obligations to her ally would render

her unwilling to treat separately, and that therefore there

were no hopes, but from a vigorous war carried on against

her as well as against the House of Bourbon. Now, had he
held this language himself, and dwelt so much on the good
faith of America, it would have been in all the papers to-

morrow or the next day, that he was a friend to American
rebellion, and to the enemies of this country ! But, without

ascribing to the Americans any extraordinary degree of gz'a-

titude or perfidy, and considering them merely as men, whose

conduct would, like that of other mortals, naturally be go-

verned by a mixture of both reason and passion, he thought

they might be detached from the cause of the House of Bour-

bon, by omitting to pursue offensive hostililies against them.

What would be the consequence of withdrawing the troops

from America? American independence, undoubtedly. This

would be the means of obtaining peace. If tlie American

war could be given up without her being independent— let

ministers do it; but they could not. They were therefore

wasting the blood and treasure of this country, without an

object.

He repeated the argument, that ministry had perverted

nature, and by their singular ill-conduct ofthe war, had given

France all the advantages of an island, and had reduced

Great Britain to the inconveniences of a continent. We
were, he said, at a hundred times more expence in om-

American operations, than they were ; and we might carry

on the war with greater success, by calling all our forces from

America, and pouring them into the French settlements.

As it was said in the last war, that France was conquered in
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Germany, so, if ever America was to be conquered, it must
be conquered in France.

Gentlemen, he observed, had used a great many hard words
respecting France. He saw no great harm in it, though it

could not answer any very good purpose. It served, how-
ever, to bring an old saying to his mind ; and old sayings

sometimes contained such strong truths that they would oc-

casionally obtrude themselves on men's minds. The old say-

ing he alluded to, was this :
" Let us not rail at Alexander,

but let us beat him." That was exactly his feeling with

regard to the House of Bourbon. He was for beating France
rather than for railing at her ; and, as he thought the best

way to do that effectually, would be to pursue the war with

America no longer, he was for turning the arms of this

country solely against the House of Bourbon.

The honourable gentleman who moved the address, had
bestowed a particular commendation on a long Ust of officers

;

Quern virum aut heroa IjTa vel acri

Tibia sumes celebrare ?—
above all, he had praised the valour and conduct of Earl

CornwalHs, who, he was ready to own, deserved the highest

applause. But a right honourable gentleman had asked,

would gentlemen refuse to thank Lord Cornwallis, and his

officers, for their extraordinary gallantry at Camden? In
answer to that question, he for one, made no scruple to

declare, that he most certainly would. He would not thank

his own brother, who was now serving in America, for any

success he might obtain. As long as he lived, he never would
join in a vote of thanks to any officer, whose laurels were

gathered in the American war; and his reason was, that

he hated and detested the war, he regarded it as the fountain*

head of all the mischief and all the calamities which this

miserable country laboured under at this moment.
He took occasion, in the course of his speech, to advert

to many topics not immediately connected with the address.

He reprobated ministry for the ill use they had made of the

army last summer. The military was, he said, a force at

all times inimical to hberty, and therefore it behoved every

Englishman to watch the army with a jealous eye. A few

months since it was not safe for him, or any man in that

House, to speak their sentiments; but now the storm was
over, it was their duty to speak out. The army were, it was

true, called in upon pressing necessity, and used to great

advantage in the metropolis, and so far the matter was lau-

dable ; what he alluded to as reprehensible, was, the King's

servants having dared to send orders to officers in all the
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towns of the kingdom, giving them powei' to act at discre-

tion, without waiting for the authority of the civil magis-
trates, and this as well in towns where quiet was perfectly

restored and tumult had subsided, as in towns where there had
not been the smallest proneness to tumult. And these orders

had not been withdrawn, till almost every election was over.

This was an alarming violence to the constitution, and called

for enquiry.

He also severely arraigned ministers for the insult they had
put upon the navy, in appointing a man to a most honour-
able and lucrative post, who stood convicted of having pro-

duced a false and malicious charge against his superior officer.

There could, he said, be only one of the King's servants, so

abandoned, and so lost to all sensibility and honoui", as to

have dared to advise any such measure as the gi\'ing the

governorship of Greenwich Hospital to that object of univer-

sal detestation. Sir Hugh Palliser ; a man who was himself so

conscious of his own unworthiness, that he had resigned all

his employments, and by retiring from the sight of mankind,
seemed as it were to have courted oblivion. There had never,

he believed, been a precedent of a Vice-Admiral having

Greenwich Hospital. The cause of its being given to Sir

Hugh Palliser he did not doubt, was not his conduct on board

the Formidable, but his subsequent behaviour, his conduct

against Admiral Keppel, his attempts to ruin the reputation

of that gallant officer; and he felt the less wonder at this,

because it was the characteristic of the present reign to run
down, viliiy, and defame, great and popular men, and to set

up, support, countenance and reward the infamous. The
late promotion of Sir Hugh Palliser, was on a par with the

promotion of a man, (Lord George Germain,) to one of the

highest civil employments in the state, who had been pub-

licly degraded last war, and declared, incapable of serving

again in any military capacity, at the head of every regiment

in the army.

He alluded to what Lord Loughborough had said in his

charge to the jury at St. Margaret's Hill, in last June, * re-

lative to the statute passed in the 13th year of Charles the 2d,

c. 5. enacting, " That no petition to the King, or either

House of Parliament, for alteration of matters estabhshed by

law, in church or stat€, (unless the matter thereof be approved

by three justices, or the grand jury of the county,) shall be

signed by more than twenty names, or dehvered by more

than ten persons ;" and said, that the doctrine shewed very

* See Howell's State Trials, yolu. p. 45 8.
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plainly what system prevailed, and what were the wishes of
administration, if those wishes were not resisted and pre-

vented in time.

He also alluded to Mr. Dunning's quondam character of
the persons who governed this country, under the legal de-

scription of he, she, or they, and rung the changes for some
time very laughably at the expcnce of administration, on
those words, and their conduct, characterizing the first, un-
der the words, he, she, or they, and the second under the

words him, her, or them.

At length, after touching on a great variety of topics, he re-

curred to the famous vote of the late parliament, relative to

the influence of the crown, and said it was the last dying

speech of that corrupt assembly—the death-bed confession

of that wicked sinner ; and it reminded him of the death-bed

confession of other abandoned profligates, who after having

heaped guilt upon guilt, just before they parted with the last

breath, sent for a priest, and made confession of their manifold

sins and transgressions, saying " although our gang stood so

firm together, and all agreed in stiffly denying the many atro-

cious facts we committed, particularly our greatest crime, and
most mischievous offence, it is very true we were guilty, and
we hope our fate will prove a warning to those we leave be-

hind us, and induce them to lead better lives, and not by fol-

lowing the same bad courses which we have pursued, come to

the same premature and miserable end."

The question being put, that the words proposed to be left out

stand part of the question, the House divided :

Tellers. Tellers,

„ CMr. DeGrey 7 ^t fMr. T. Grenville7
Yeas -{ e- >^ ^^ ^ }- 212

—

Noes -{ ,^ t. f 130.
(^Su- Grey Cooper j (^Mr. Byng J -^

Mr. Granville's amendment was consequently lost. After

which the address, as at first proposed, was agreed to.

jMr. Adam's Complaint against the Resolutions of the
Westminster Committee of Association.

November 13.

T^HE city of Westminster, who had chosen Mr. Fox to represent
-*- them in parliament, in a manner so singularly spirited and
noble, were not a little proud of their choice, nor inattentive to the

manner in which their popular delegate discharged his duty, and
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executed the trust thus reposed in him by his constituents. On
the commencement of the session, his animadversion on the ten-

dency and intention of the address proposed in answer to the King's
speech, was powerful and convincing beyond their most sanguine
expectations. Somj mode of testifying their satisfaction, with a
conduct so spirited and meritorious, they thought it now especially

became the friends of liberty and the constitution to adopt. And
the committee of association, embracing the opportunity of Mr.
Fox's absence, adopted the following Resolutions in his favour,

which were immediately published in the newspapers

:

" Westminster Committee of Association, King's-Arms
Tavern, Palace-yard, November 10, 1780.

" Resolved, That the tlianks of this committee be given to the
Honourable Charles James Fox, for his conduct in the House of
Commons on Monday last, on which day, with a firmness becoming
the representative of a free people, he exposed the pernicious prin-

ciples and destructive measures of an abandoned administration,

and afforded the fullest evidence, to his constituents, that neither

the temptations of men in power, nor apprehensions of their treat-

ment, could cause him to deviate from that line of parliamentai*y

conduct which he had hitherto pursued with so much honour, or

induce him to desert the cause of the people.
" Resolved, As it is reasonable and just, that public approbation

and support should be afforded to those men who defend the public

cause, that Mr. Fox, by his conduct on that day, hath farther en-

deared himself to his constituents, and, in the strongest manner,
interested the inhabitants of this city and liberties in his welfare.

" R isolved, That this committee, being sensible that the firm,

constant, and intrepid performance of his duty, will probably ren-

der him, in common with other distinguished friends of liberty,

the object of such attacks as he has already experienced, and to

which every unprincipled partizan of power is invited by the cer-

tainty of a reward, most earnestly exhort the inhabitants of West-
minster to do their utmost, by every legal measure, to preserve to

the great body of citizens by whom he has been elected, and to his

country, the benefit of his services, and the inviolable security of

his person. " John Churchill, Chairman."

To this advertisement Mr. Adam called the attention of the

House, by reprobating the proceedings of the committee as vin-

dictive and injurious to his cliaracter. He congratulated Mr.
Fox, in a vein of irony peculiarly etegant and pointed, on the ex-

clusive privilege, with whicli he was thus invested, of dealing out

what personal abuse he should please. He was far, however,

from thinking Mr. Fox capable of taking advantage of any thing

his popularity might afford him not consistent with the strictest

honour. }^e wished him joy of the inviolable security given to his

person. It was an instance of extraordinary attention in his con-

scituents and countrymen. It had no precedent except in the

rem^^ce ages of antiquity. Pisistratus, the Athenian, had a body-

guard, appointed by the people of Athens for the security of his

VOL. I. U



290 WESTMINSTER COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION. [NoV.IJ.

life, and by their means ultimately overturned the liberties of his

country. He would therefore hail Mr. Fox— Pisistratus the

Second, He would hail him King of Westminster ; but, at the

same time, was at a loss, whether most to rejoice with him, or

condole with his country on account of those internal feuds and
animosities which originated in committees of association. Mr.
Adam then said, that he was going to touch upon a subject, by
mentioning his owm character, in which he might possibly incur

the imputation of vanity ; but when a person's character was basely

and falsely traduced, not to mention it was to act with timidity

;

that few men knew the nature of his life, which was private and
retired, but that he could boast a strict and regular system of do-

mestic economy, which enabled him to live wholly independent
upon the fortune which had fallen to his share. That the princi-

pal happiness and ambition of his life was to discharge the private

duties of a private situation with honour and integrity, to be a good
son, a good husband, a good father, and a faithful friend. That
he could not brag of a long line of ancestry, whose vices were to

degrade, or whose virtues were to adorn the page of the historian.

But that cii'cumstance made him more anxious to maintain his

character unspotted, and to repel every attack that was made upon
it. He concluded with saying, that he looked upon every person

who adopted the resolutions of that committee as base and in-

famous calumniators of his character, and unworthy the protection

of a civilized country.

Mr. Fox rose to reply, and began witli declaring, that as

to any expressions personal to himself, which had fallen from

the honourable gentleman, who felt so sore at the paper which

he had read to the House, he should not take the least notice

of them ; but in regard to the advertisement itself, he did

assure the honourable gentleman and the House, upon his

honour, that he was not present at the drawing it up, and
that it was published without his consent or even knowledge.

Had he been at the committee when it was drawn up, he

should undoubtedly have used all the persuasion that he was

master of, to have prevented the committee from coming to or

publishing any such resolution as the one particularly objected

to ; because though the resolution was evidently founded in

zeal and affection to him, it was, in his opinion, an imprudent

resolution ; and he could appeal to his honourable friend be-

low him (Colonel Fitzpatrick) to vouch for this having been

the opinion he declared when he first saw it. He said, he
had imagined some persons would be induced to put the same
construction upon it. With regard to the ridicule the ho-

nourable gentleman had thought proper to throw upon the

committee, and upon hunself, that was matter of perfect in-

difference to him, and the more so, because the gentlemen who
formed that committee, were great and resjjectable characters

;

men who, he doubted not, had well weighed every word used
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in the resolution, considered its import fully, and were pre-
pared to justify the advertisement and the resolution with
their honour and their reputation. And, after all, what was
the resolution complained of with so much warmth by the
honourable gentleman ? A form of words evidently flowing
from the good opinion the Westminster committee entertain-

ed of him, but which seriously and duly considered, conveyed
no personal charge against any man, nor warranted any man's
taking them up angrily or resentfully : besides, in what way
was the House to treat a matter introduced in the very extra-

ordinary manner in which the honourable gentleman had
thought proper to introduce the advertisement to which he
was then speaking, without making it the subject of any mo-
tion whatever? If the honourable gentleman really thought
himself warranted to treat the resolutions of the Westminster
committee seriously, why did he not complain of the paper to
the House as a breach of privilege? If the honourable
gentleman thought proper to adopt that mode of proceeding,

he was ready to meet it on that ground, and to defend the
resolution. If the honourable gentleman chose to make it the

subject of another sort of process elsewhere, and to charge it

as a libel, he would find that the Westminster committee were
ready to take it up when so charged, and to defend the lega-

lity of their proceedings. The honourable gentleman had
chosen to laugh at him, and to turn him into ridicule, under
the character of Pisistratus. In what, he begged to know,
had he ever shewn a desire to obtain illegal honours ? In what
had he attempted to set himself above the laws of his country,

or to aim at receiving any other honours, than such as he was
perfectly competent to receive ? The honourable gentleman,

after flourishing a great deal about his body-guard, and other

matters of that sort, had talked of the Westminster com-
mittee proceeding, by and by, to constitute him King of
Westminster. The Westminster committee, he would tell

the honourable gentleman, as well as the whole body of in-

habitants of that most respectable city, wished for no other

king, than the king now upon the throne ; they loved that

king, and they revered the constitution, by which he reigned

;

and it was out of a foolish partiality to himself^ and because

they rashly, perhaps, thought him the best qualified to sup-

port that king and that constitution, to maintain the glory of

the one, and preserve the other in safety, that they had chosen

him their representative in parliament, in the noblest and most
spirited manner, in direct defiance of the avowed and unre'

servedly exercised influence of the crown. It was, perhaps,

fi-opi a weak and ill-founded partiality in favour of his abili-

ties, that the electors of the city of Westminster had don«
u 2
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him that lionour ; all that he could do in return was to de-

clare, that his conduct should be an example of the most sin-

cere and jjerfect gratitude. It could not, however, surely be

warrantably advanced, that from this circumstance he was

imitating Pisistratus, or that he was endeavouring to obtain

illegal honours ! The electors of Westminster thouo;ht well of

his efforts in that House, and this naturally shewed itself in

acts of affection and regard towards him. Lost almost as the

public cause seemed to be, they were glad to find the repre-

sentative for Westminster among the number of those true

friends to liberty, who best served their country, and who
were still determined to stand in the breach to resist the tor-

rent of coniiption and of increasing influence, which threaten-

ed to bear down the constitution, :uid to destroy it. In order

to do this, he, and those with whom lie acted, had sacrificed

their interests, they had sacrificed their ambition, they had
sacrificed all views of greatness and emolument, they had sa-

crificed every thing that could gratify the mind of man, or

fall within the wish of human pride, or human vanity. Let

not gentlemen on the other side, on almost eveiy one of

whom places, pensions, titles, and rewards of eveiy kind, were

profusely heaped, grudge, then, either him or others the

poor comfort of a little popular applause. Let them not com-
plain that the people held his humble efforts to serve his

country in some degree of estimation. And though they

might, in the warmth of their zeal and affection, U'^e a few

imprudent words, for such he granted those words Avere,

which composed the resolution of the Westminster committee

read to the House by the honourable gentleman, let it not be

said, that he was borne off his legs by popular honours, or

that he was frantic wdth popular applause. Had he been

anxious to court those honours, and to obtain that applause,

opportunities liad offered, which he should not have neglected.

In the time of the tumults, when the people were madly riot-

ous, had he uttered one word, or said one syllable in support

of the protestant association? On the contrary, had he not

opposed it firmly, and been among the first to reprobate jind

censure those lawless proceedings which began with insult to

that and tlie other House of Parliament, and did not end till

the public prisons, and private property, to an immense
amount, had been burnt and destroyed ! Again, when a mea-
sure was in agitation ^nthin those walls, which was particularly

the object of opposition from those very persons, whom it was
at that time known, he wished should become his constituents,

had he with a view to court popular applause, meanly given

up his opinion, and adopted that of those who had since

chosen him their representative? On the other hand, was it



1780.] WESTMINSTER COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION. 293

not notorious to every gentleman present, who had sat in the
iast parliament, that he stood up in his place, and firmly sup-
pbrted the measure, declaring at the same time, that he trusted
it would be a proof to the electors, that if they chose kim their

representative, they would send to parliament a member who,
at least, was sincere, and who was at all times determined to
speak his real sentiments.

After other instances adduced in proof, that the popular
applause with which he had been honoured, was the volun-
tary gift of the people, and had not been sought after by him,
either industriously or improperly, Mr. Fox took notice of
the necessary freedom of debate, and said, that as it was the
dearest and most inestimable privilege of a British senator, so

was it the last right that he would abandon or give up ; and
here he must observe, that in his speech on the first day of the
last session, in his speech on the first day of the present ses-

sion, he had talked language, which, however people might
chuse to construe it, was not, he would at all times maintain,
in the least personal to any man whatever. As long as he
had the honour to sit in that House, he would exercise that

inestimable privilege of speaking freely upon public matters,

both as to the conduct of men in public situations, and of
measures any way connected with the public interest. He
had spoken freely hitherto, whenever he had taken the liberty

to rise in that House; and in spite of every attempt to prevent

him, of every sort that could be suggested, he would con-

tinue to use and support the freedom of debate. He thought
it necessary to say thus much, and to say it in the most ex-

press terms just then, because he foresaw, that in speaking to

the subject which was presently to be taken into consideration,

as the order of the day, when a supply for the support of the

navy was to be proposed, he should have occasion to advert

to the charactei" of a person (Sir Hugh Palliser) who, if re-

port was to be credited, and there could be found constituents

sufficiently abandoned and lost to all sense of honour as to

chuse him their representative, was shortly to come among
them. That person had been convicted by one court-martial

of having preferred a false and malicious accusation against his

superior officer, and had been tried for his own conduct by

another court-martial, who had neither acquitted him honour-

ably, nor acquitted him unanimously. Those trials were mat-

ters of public notoriety, and therefore they were fit subjects

for parliamentary allusion, and for free discussion within those

walls ; to those trials he should have occasion to refer, in

what he should have to say when the supply for the support

of the navy came under debate ; and as often as any matter

relative to the navy was the topic of consideration, so often

u 3
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would he most undoubtedly speak of those trials, and the per-

son to whom they had relation, without reserve. Nor had
that gentleman, or any other honourable gentleman, any right

to complain of being personally insulted by what he should

then say. If he were to prefer an indictment against any

person accusing that person of a crime, none surely but the

most wrong-headed man in the world would deem the hard

words, which constitute the legal and technical phrases of the

indictment, as so many private affronts to him as a gentleman;

the case was exactly the same as to his treating upon any

public topic in that House. He owned, he was a little asto-

nished to hear the honourable gentleman who spoke last, con-

gratulate him upon his having, in consequence of the West-
minster committee's resolution, an exclusive privilege of

speaking personalities within those walls. He had already

said, that he never had spoken personalities. Had he in-

dulged himself with entering into a dissertation on economy,

and the well-ordered arrangement of his private affairs, or

talked of noble ancestry and noble vices, or alluded to his

domestic virtues, and pointed all these things at any particu-

lar gentleman, then, indeed, he might with reason have

been accused of having dealt in personaUties ; but so long

as he confmed himself to public matters, and pubUc matters

only, he did not imagine the House would think that the

character of being fond of personalities belonged exclusively

to him.

After gently touching on his affair, last session, with Mr.
Adam, declaring, it could never be alluded to without giv-

ing that honourable gentleman and himself great pain, and
after many other remarks, struck out with all that wonderful

quickness of conception, happy position, and force and poig-

nancy of application, which generally distinguish his speeches;

Mr. Fox concluded with declaring, that he was ready to de-

fend the resolution of the Westminster committee, though at

the same time he was ready to confess, that he thought it im-

prudently drawn up, and that it contained words which had
better not have been used on the occasion.

Mr. Adam, in answer to what Mr. Fox had said of the resolu-

tions not being personal, read the last resolution, and added, that

every person, conjunctively and severally of that committee, who
approved of those words, was an infamous and base traducer of

hiS character. Colonel Fitzpatrick confirmed what Mr. Fox had
said, relative to his not being present when the committee came
to the resolution. He said he had the honour to belong to that

committee, but was absent, as well as his honourable friend, when
the resolutions were carried ; having, therefore, no hand in draw-

ing them up, it was impossible for him to say what or whom the
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particular gentlemen who penned them had in their view at the

time ; he was sure, however, from the known honour of the com-
mittee, that their intention was a good and a warrantable one ; he
therefore thought it right to say, that the resolutions had his

hearty consent. Mr. Adam said, if either the honourable

gentleman who spoke last, or any other person approved of the

words in question, as personally applied to him, that he meant to

apply to him and them, every epithet that he had mentioned. Mr.
Fitzpatrick said, that if the honourable gentleman chose to apply

any part of the words used in the resolution of the Westminster

committee to himself, he could not possibly help it. He must
still approve of those resolutions, but he had not applied them to

the honourable gentleman, neither had he said, they contained

any thing immediately applicable to him, or which the honourable

gentleman was entitled to apply to himself. They certainly had
his consent ; nor did he feel himself at all obhged to give his rea-

sons why he consented to them. This altercation was put an end

to, by the order of the day being loudly called for.

Mr. Fox's Motion Relative to the Appointment of Sir

Hugh Palliser to the Government of Greenwich
Hospital.

February i. 1781.

THIS day Mr. Fox made his promised motion relative to the ap-

pointment of Sir Hugh Palliser to the government of Green-

wich Hospital. The clerk of the House having, at his request,

read the copy of the charges exhibited by Sir Hugh against Ad-

miral Keppel, the sentence of the court-martial on those charges,

the charge and sentence of Vice-Admiral Palliser's court-martial,

Mr. Speaker Norton's speech on delivering the thanks of the House

of Commons to Admiral Keppel, and the answer made thereto by

the Admiral,

Mr. Fox rose. He began with saying, that there was no

gentleman less accustomed than he was to apologize for the

motions with which he, fi'om time to time, thought it his

duty to trouble the House, but on the present occasion as the

motion which he should make at the conclusion of his speech,

would undoubtedly pohit to two particular individuals, he

thought it incumbent upon him to say, before he entered into

an explanation of the grounds on which he rested the pro-

priety and justice of his motion, that he was actuated by no

personal motives whatever. He knew not that man on earth

against whom he harboured the least personal enmity, and

U4
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least of all, did he feel any against those two individuals,

who would be thought by the House, and who certainly were
meant by him, as the immediate objects of his motion. He
had no personal enmity whatever, he did assure the honour-
able gentleman whose name he should be obliged to men-
tion pretty frequently in the course of what he had to say,

against him, nor against his majesty's ministers; public en-

mity against him and them, he felt and avowed. Public

enmit}'^ occasioned by their pubhc conduct, detestation ex-

cited by the miseries and misfortunes which they had en-

tailed on their country. Fie said, he considered the honour-
able gentleman, the governor of Greenwich Flospital, as one
great cause of those calamities under which this country was
now suffering, and therefore he felt agahist him, all that

public enmity which such a sense of his conduct ought to

inspire. .He considered Sir Hugh Palliser as the man, who
by giving way to his boisterous and unruly passions, had al-

most ruined that service on which alone we could depend for

the protection of this covmtry in the hour of danger, and as

the only probable means, if any there were, of extricating

us from our present difficulties. It was on these grounds,

and these only, that he was the public enemy of the honour-
able admiral, the public enemy of those who abetted and sup-

ported him.

Having said that he was actuated by no motives of personal

enmity, he also assured the House, he was not influenced on
the present occasion by private frienelship. Not that he dis-

claimed private friendship ; no, God knew, he considered his

intimacy and connection with his honourable relation who sat

below him (Admiral Keppel) as the chief honour and happi-

ness of his life, but his honourable relation's character, his

virtue, his glory, were too firmly established to need assist-

ance. If ever there was a man whose character met the de-

scription of the poet exactly, " mcrses profundo pulchrior

evenit" the admiral was that man. Let those who had at-

tempted against his life and his honour bear witness to this

truth. See him attacked, charged, criminated, and sent to

trial, on an accusation of the most serious nature ! What is

the consequence ? He comes purified from the ordeal, his

honour is clearer than before, his glory beams with reno-

vated lustre ! See him at Windsor ! See the attempts that

are made, successfully made, to separate him from consti-

tuents who had thought well of him before, and always, till

then, been happy in their representative, and lor ought he
knew, had been his constituents for two, three, or four suc-

cessive parliaments ! What is the consequence ? The county

of Surrey, who saw with indignation the oppression practised,
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who saw tlie enormous influence of the crown opposed to

virtue, popularity, and reputation, (that influence of the

crown, of which the last parliament had complained, and just-

ly complained), they receive him with open arms ; they knew
his merit, his integrity, and his virtue; they revered his splendid
character, and they invited him to become their representative.

Thus oppression, as it always v/iil do, produced its opposite
effect, and thus his honourable relation, by being driven from
M'lndsor by the influence of the crown, is sent to parliament
the representative of one of the first counties in England.
Therefore, he stood too high in fame, too full of glory, to
require additional support, or to make the serving him, a
motive in the design of the motion he was about to make.
He next observed, that he was not unaware it mioht be

said, how improper it was, when unanimity Mas so necessary

in the navy, to stir a matter which had a little subsided, and
the revival of which might renew animosities. To these opi-

,nions, he said, he fully assented ; iion movere qnieta was a
maxim to which he entirely subscribed. Be it upon their heads,

therefore, who began to stir the old cause of discontent ! Let
those answer for the consequences who revived the dispute

;

he washed his hands of it. It was the ministers that had
broached the subject, those who had advised his majestv to

appoint Sir Hugh Palliser governoi* of Greenwich Hospital.

They had brought him forward out of the obscurity which he
seemed to have thought most becoming him, and they only

were to atone to their country for the mischiefs that would
ensue. The advocates of the ministry might say, the govern-

ment of Greenwich Hospital was no great matter, and that

it did not signify much. Those who were inclined to reason

in this manner, were not aware of the consequences that would
follow, nor the great inconA^eniences that suffering the present

appointment to pass uncensured by that House would occa-

sion. He did not like to make invidious allusions ; but they

had already an instance of the extreme difficulty of arguing

ag^nst the bestowing of additional honours upon that man
(Lord George Germain\ who having been once degraded and

declared unworthy of serving again, had been suffered to be

invested with confidence and honour. How did any man
know that the government of Greenwich Hospital was the

only situation into which Sir LIugh Palliser would be brought ?

How did the House know that it was not the intention of

ministers to give Sir Hugh Palliser the command of one of

our fleets ? And then if the appointment was attempted to be

animadverted upon, would not ministers be furnished with

this strong answer to all objection : " You did not complain

of the appointment of this gentleman to the government of

Greenwich Hospital,— it was at that time you should have
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objected, — to object now is to persecute." It was for this

reason, Mr. Fox said, that he thought it necessary at that

moment to take the sense of the House on the first post of

honour and profit given to Sir Hugh Palliser.

He said the principal purpose or object of his motion was
the appointment of Sir Hugh Palhser to the government of

Greenwich Hospital, which he considered as an insult on the

honour of the navy, because what man who felt as a gentle-

man, could be happy in the service, or could serve his coun-

try with zeal and spirit, from which alone the navy of

England had gained its great i-eputation, when a post of high

honour and profit, which had hitherto always been bestowed

on those officers whose fame was unsullied, and who had de-

served best of their country, was given to a man convicted of

having preferred a malicious and ill-founded accusation against

his commanding officer? The appointment of Sir Hugh
Palliser to the government of Greenwich Hospital, under all

the circumstances of it, was a measure of so much criminality,

and at the same time was so glaringly iniquitous, that he
knew not scarcely how to argue it, to give it a stronger im-

pression on the minds of the House, than it must necessarily

have of itself. It resembled one of those self-evident propo-

sitions, which bear the name of axioms in mathematics, on
which nothing can be said to make them clearer than they are

of themselves. The only mode of reasoning, therefore, that

he could adopt, was to suppose objections, and then to oppose

those objections with arguments.

The last time the House debated upon the subject, the

vice-admiral had read to the House a long speech, previously

prepared for the occasion, the main purport of which had
been, as far as he was able to understand such parts of it as

he had heard, to arraign and call in question the whole con-

duct of the court-martial that tried Admiral Keppel, and in

particular to impeach the sentence, and charge the court with

violent injustice, in having declared the vice-admiral to have

preferred a malicious and ill-founded accusation, the motives

of the vice-admiral not having been submitted to their con-

sideration. He had since inquired into the usage of courts-

martial, and he found it was their general practice, when
they acquitted the person accused, to declare their opinion of

the nature of the accusation. He would, therefore, first

suppose a similar objection to be opposed to him now, and
that it would be contended, that Admiral Keppel's court-

martial had passed an extrajudicial censure on Vice-Admiral
Sir Hugh Palliser, in declaring that his accusation was
malicious and ill-founded. In answer to this, he should

assert, that they had an undoubted right to give their opinion

upon the motives of the accusation, both from the nature of
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their jurisdiction, and the general usage of courts-martial.

They had the best opportunity of learning those motives,

because all the facts being before them, (the accusation spe-

cified formally, and all the evidence called in support of it,

that the accuser thought proper to adduce ;) they were per-

fectly competent to say, what the motives of the accuser

were, and when, like Sir Hugh Palliser, he scandalously

failed in his proof, and there came, even from his own wit-

nesses, the fullest refutation of his charges, courts-martial

were bound in justice to the honour of the officer accused,

not only to acquit him, but to pronounce upon the motives

of the accuser. This he asserted was no new doctrine; it

was justified by long practice. He had brought with him
two or three precedents, which would suffice to support what
he said ; innumerable precedents, it was well known, were to

be found. The first case he should mention, was that of

Captain Cotton, in the year 1 766 ; in the sentence of whose

court-martial, the accusation was declared to be groundless,

and malicious. Again, in the case of Captain Lee, (the

sentence of whose court-martial he read,) the Court had, in

severe terms, reprobated the accuser, and his accusation.

The third precedent he had brought, was that of a land court-

martial, upon an officer a member of that House (General

Monckton) whom he did not see then in his place, but of

whom he should never speak without that respect which was

due to a brave man : he was tried by a court-martial, which

sat at the Horse Guards in 1 764, and which had declared, in

their sentence of acquittal, " that the charges preferred by

Captain Colin Campbell, against General Monckton, were

false and infamous ; that it appeared to them, that the accu-

ser had been actuated by the worst motives, and that they

had reason to believe the accuser had imposed upon the

commander-in-chief, by a falsehood, to induce him to order

the court-martial." From these precedents, Mr. Fox with

great strength of argument affirmed, that the custom of

a court-martial pronouncing upon the accuser's motives was

common, and therefore the argument, that it was extrajudi-

cial in Sir Hugh Palliser's case, was fi-ivolous and absurd.

Besides, what was it but arraigning the honour and the

justice of the officers who composed Admnal Keppel's court-

martial, to question any part of their conduct ? To prefer

one individual before another was common, because one man
might excel another ; but to prefer one set of men before ano-

ther was illiberal, because in all large descriptions of men

there naturally must be men of integrity and virtue. If, how-

ever, any profession was particularly better enabled to judge

of points of honour than others, it was surely the military pro-

fession J and ifhe could ever be brought to say, one branch of
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a profession deserved more credit as men of sincerity than ano-

ther, he should say, it was the naval branch, and for this plain

reason ; the military generally residing in great cities, and
populous towns, imbibed all the manners of the times, and as

a division of the army was always attendant on a court, and
made a part of the parade and pageantry of princes, they na-

turally were accustomed to a more courtly stile of talking than

other men ; whereas naval officers, living chiefly on the bois-

terous element, far from courts and princes, were remarkable

for a roughness of manners and a blunt integrity of speech,

calling every thing they mentioned by a plain word, and de-

scribing their thoughts exactly as they. were. When, there-

fore, a court-martial, composed of naval officers of the first

character and of acknowledged honour, called an accusation

malicious and ill-founded, which accusation they had fully in-

vestigated, he should, were thei-e no other reasons to induce

him to think it were so, be strongly inclined to believe that

the accusation was malicious and ill-founded ; but he did not

doubt he should be able to prove, to the satisfaction of the

House, that there were other reasons ; that the House, during

the late parliament, had been of opinion, that the accusation

against Admiral Keppel had been malicious and ill-founded :

and even that Sir Hugh Palliser himself acquiesced under

the sentence, and tacitly admitted his criminality.

Let gentlemen consider the time and the manner in which

the accusation was preferred by the vice-admiral against his

honourable relation. Was it as soon as he came ashore after

the 27th of July? No. The House knew it was not.

When then ? Why, at a considerably distant period. And
what were the circumstances ? The vice-admiral goes out a

second voyage with Admiral Keppel. He says not a word of

his having any charge to make, but keeps his accusation m
his own breast, and he tells us now, that he did not then

make the charge, from motives of regard to his country.

What ! will he pretend that a feeling for the national wel-

fare suffered him to fail a second time under the command of

an officer, guilty in his mind of those five chai'ges which he

afterwards preferred against him ? Was it a desire to promote
the public good that indiiced him to suffer a man so cruninal

to keep the command ? Ought he not rather, if he had any

such feelings, to have made the charge the moment he set his

foot on shore, and to have dragged that traitor, that coward.

Admiral Keppel, to immediate trial, and not have suffered

him to TBnjoy a second opportunity of disgracing the British

flag by his ignorance, his negligence, his cowardice, and his

treachery ? It was not, therefore, from a regard to the good of

tl^e service, or the good of liis country, that the accusation

10
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was SO long concealed, or that it was ever made. The flict

was, the vice-admiral never dreamt of making any charo-e

till he thought recrimination necessary. When he heard that
mmnnurs were stirring, and that his own conduct was ques-
tioned, then it was that he thought of charging his com-
manding officer as a criminal. Let the House remember the
compromise that he offered to Admiral Keppel : a compro-
mise which his honourable relation disdained to accept.

What was Sir Hugh Palliser's letter to Admiral Keppel but a
threatening letter ? A letter of extortion ? Did not this ap-
plication sufficiently prove, that the vice-admiral was neither

actuated by motives of zeal for the good of the service, nor
zeal for the good of his country ? What was it short of the
practice of a man who committed a highway robbery ? An
attempt, not to obtain money indeed, but to obtain a certi-

ficate of character, through the impulse of fear ? Here surely

therefore, was ground sufficient to pronounce, that the mo-
tives of the accuser were not honourable; and when it was
considered that the charge was preferred on avowed princi-

ples of recrimination, every man must see that it originated

in malice.

But not only the court-martial, who pronounced it a
malicious and false accusation, thougiit it so, that House
thought it so likewise, for they had voted their thanks, with

one dissenting voice only, to Admiral Keppel; and what
was the language of the Speaker when he gave those thanks?
Add to this, what had been the conduct of the vice-admiral

himself? Had he come down there immediately after the

trial was over, and complained of the conduct of the court-

martial ? No. He had acted a very diffi^rent part. He had
resigned his lieutenant-generalship of marines, he had resigned

his government of Scarborough castle, he had resigned his

seat at the admiralty-board, and he had taken in exchange for

them, what ?—The valuable office of steward of the Chiltern

hundred! What was this but an acquiescence in the justice

of the sentence, a tacit acknowledgment of the truth of the

opinion pronounced upon the accusation, and a desire to retire

from public notice, arising from a consciousness of crimina-

lity ! Again, when he had made amotion to address his ma-
jesty to take away Sir Hugh Palliser's flag, a motion which he
had afterwards been induced to withdraw from its being sug-

gested, by his worthy friend General Conway, that it looked

like persecution, and that it would be sending the vice-admiral

down to his trial, under prejudices—what had at that time

been the language of the House? What had a learned gen-

tleman (Mr. W^allace) said, who, he was glad to see that

day in his place? Had not that gentleman declared, he
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would move to impeach the minister who should venture to

employ Sir Hugh Palliser again? And had not another

learned gentleman, now lord-chief-justice of the Common
Pleas (Lord Loughborough) pressed that the vice-admiral's

flag might remain with him till his deatli, that it might fly

over his grave, since it never could again be hoisted at the

mast-head of any of his majesty's ships ? It M^as evident,

therefore, that the crown lawyers at that time did not think

the declaring the accusation to be a malicious and ill-founded

accusation, was an extrajudicial opinion. With regard to

the right of reply upon his trial, which the vice-admii-al

claimed, he should only say, that the right of reply was not

essential justice, that even in criminal courts it was thought so

invidious, that it was rarely claimed, and that in land courts-

martial it was never allowed.

He added, that it was altogether unwarrantable for the vice-

admiral or for that House to question the conduct of Admi-
ral Keppel's court-martial, unless they set on foot a proper

and impartial enquiry, and afl;er absolving the members of

the court-martial from their oaths of secresy, and examined
them at the bar, as to their sense of the accusation. Had
any thing happened, he asked, since the sentence declaring

that Sir Hugh Palliser had preferred a malicious and ill-

founded accusation was pronounced, to alter that general and
well-founded opinion ? The only event that had the least re-

lation to it was the second trial. But had that removed the

stigma? By no means. It did not even honourably nor

unanimously acquit Sir Hugh, but on the contrary, charged

him in so many express words with a positive neglect of duty.

And here, he said, it would not be amiss to examine a little

into the management of that court-martial. At the same
time that he said this, he begged leave to be understood as

meaning to speak, not to its conduct, but to its constitution,

A distinction worth attending to : for whoever spoke to its

conduct, arraigned and questioned the proceedings of the

court, and consequently arraigned and questioned the justice

and the honour of the officers ; whereas they who spoke, as

he meant to speak, to its constitution, merely examined the

proceedings of those persons under whose influence and ma-
nagement the appointment of the court was settled. He
was far from impeaching the sentence of that court-martial,

though 113 could not help thinking there was strong ground

for suspicion as to the manner in which the court was insti-

tuted. Mr. Fox then read over the names of the officers who
sat upon Sir Hugh Palliser's court-martial, and shewed that

Captain Duncan was by accident a member of it, that a ne-

phew of Sir Huoli Palliser, (who might have had leave of ab-'
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sence) sat upon it, and that three of the other members were
officers of the blue squadron, and if there had been guilt found,
would have been implicated in that guilt. Upon the whole,
there was, as ho had observed, great ground for suspicion of
manoeuvre and trick in the constitution of the court.

The vice-admiral's conduct also was liable to doubt ; for in

what manner had he settled his evidence and the witnesses,

whose names he had given in ? He had not, like Admiral
Keppel, desired that every officer in the fleet might be called,

but had asked for particular persons, and for Captain Keith
Stuart, and another gentleman, whom he had never examined.
These gentlemen, it was true, were examined by the judge-
advocate on the part of the crown, but they were not called

by the vice-admiral. Was it not therefore warrantable to

suppose, that they were merely set down as witnesses to pre-

vent their being judges? Admiral Keppel's conduct was the

direct opposite. Fearless of danger, because conscious of in-

nocence, he had acted in the most open, artless, and unre-

served manner; nay, he had even himself put a question to

each of his witnesses, that none of his counsel, nor any one
ef his friends, would have ventured to have proposed for him
to ask. The question he alluded to was the general question

which he put to every witness, not what particular species of

neglect and misconduct they observed in him on the 27th of

July, but whether or no they saw any instance of negligence

or misconduct in his behaviour the whole day ? And yet

notwithstanding the different conduct of the two admirals,

and the different constitution of the courts that tried them,

what had been the sentences ? By the one, Admiral Kep-
pel had been honourably and unanimously acquitted, and his

accuser pronounced a false and malicious accuser ; by the

other, Sir Hugh Palliser was said to have behaved in an ex-

emplary and meritorious manner in many instances, which

directly implied that his conduct had been the reverse in some
instances : he was then condemned as having been guilty of

criminal neglect, in omitting to let the admiral know by the

Fox frigate, the condition of the Formidable, and after that

he was acquitted. So that the sentence of acquittal had

neither the word " honourable," nor the word " unanimous"

in it, and even, while it acquitted, fixed a charge of crimi-

nality.

The second sentence, he said, confirmed the first ; for who
should be the man to prefer a maligious and ill-founded ac-

cusation against his commander, but an inferior officer, who
had himself been guilty of a neglect of duty ? From such a

quarter only was it likely that such an accusation should

arise. He who is conscious of guilt cannot bear the inno-

cence of others j he tries to reduce other characters to his
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own level : and the history of mankind teaches us, that the

highest, the most virtuous, the most glorious of men, are

the most envied, the most hated, and the most liable to ca-

lumny, detraction, and malevolence. Hence the accusation

against Admiral Keppel, and hence the record of the vice-

admiral's malice ! But even if the sentence of the second
court-martial had been as warm, as honourable, and as una-
nimous as that which acquitted Admiral Keppel, if it had
placed the conduct of the vice-admiral on the 27th of July

in the most exalted point of view, still it would not have
done away the declaration that he had preferred a malicious

and ill-founded accusation against his commanding officer;

and though it might have excited his pity, to be forced to

know that true greatness of mind did not always accompany
distinguished valour, and that a brave and gallant admiral

should have given way to his passion?, and have descended to

the meanness of preferring a malicious and ill-founded ac-

cusation against his commander, it v.ould not have justified

ministers in bestowing an office of distinguished rank, an

office looked up to by the navy as the hope and prospect of

honest ambition, on a man who stood recorded as a false and
malicious accuser.

From the appointment of this man to the government of

Greenwich Hospital, he said, every thing dangerous to the

public interest was to be apprehended. The officers of the

navy in general would be disgusted, because they would see

that honour and bravery combined were not the.jnerits that

were now thought worthy of reward, but that malice and
infamy were strong claims with the present ministers. Dis-

cipline and subordination would cease, and the spirit of the

navy would be broken ; thus would the great and only solid

strength of this country be annihilated. Every inferior officer

conscious of his own guilt, w^ould threaten his commander
with a court-martial, and seeing that disobedience of orders

was countenanced and rewarded, would neglect his duty,

from the idea that he was sure of protection. Wliat was

it that had driven so many great and distinguished com-
manders from the service, but that they now found they

could not serve with security to their honour. Why was not

Admiral Barrington employed? Admiral Barrington, con-

fessedly a good officer, and a zealous lover of his country

!

Achniral Barrington, it was said, was willing to go out second

in command, but would not accept of a chief command.

Admiral Bari'ington had as much honest ambition as other

officers, and he presumed Admiral 13arrington was as thirsty

of honour; why, then, did Admiral Barrington decline ac-

cepting a chief command? To what coidd it be imputed,

but to his seeing that a commander-in-chief had spies set upon
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him, that he was not safe, that it lay in the power of his in-

ferior officer to attack his honour, to attack his hfe, and to

bring a mahcious and ill-founded accusation against him

;

and if it succeeded, his ruin was certain : at any rate his ac-

cuser would be protected and rewarded. How happened jt,

that one officer commanded the fleet the beginning of ^he

last campaign, and as soon as he could know what he Vvas

about, resigned the command, and another was appointt^d ?

These were all matters that it was fair to suppose had their

origin in the mischievous system of the present first lord of
the admiralty.

He concluded with saying, that no man ought to be pro-

moted, who had rendered himself unworthy of rank in a
profession so honourable as that of the British navy; and
by enumerating the several heads of his speech, in order to

remind the House of the gromids on which he rested his

intended motion; these were, that it proceeded not from
personal enmity; that the court-martial, who tried Admiral
Keppel, were perfectly competent to declare that Sir Hugh
Palliser had preferred a malicious and ill-founded accusation

;

that the declaration was warranted by a variety of undeniable

facts and circumstances ; that Sir Hugh Palliser had himself

acquiesced in the justice of the sentence; that the Flouse

had acknowledged its truth; that the sentence of the second

court-martial was neither an honourable nor a unanimous
acquittal ; and lastly, that the promotion of a person, de-

clared to have preferred a malicious and ill-founded accusa-

tion against his commander-in-chief, was a measure subver-

sive of the discipline, and derogatory to the honour, of the

British navy. He then called upon the young members for

their support, declaring that he made the appeal from a con-

viction that the highest sense of honour always glowed in

youthful bosoms, and that they were most likely to act ac-

cording to the dictates of their own hearts, without servilely

embracing the opinions of other men. He then moved,
" That the appointment of Sir Hugh Palliser to the govern-

ment of Greenwich Hospital, v/lio, by a sentence of a court-

martial, is declared to have preferred a malicious and ill-

founded accusation against his commander-in-chief, is a mea-

sure subversive of the discipline, and derogatory to the honour,

of the British navy."

The defence of Sir Hugh Palliser was taken up by Lord North,

who proposed various amendments to Mr. Fox's motion, until at

length it was moulded, with no small difficulty, into the following

form ; " That the appointment of Sir Hugh Palliser to be governor

of Greenwich Hospital, who, by the officers who sat on the court-

VOL. I. X
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martial held for the trial of Admiral Keppel, and before whom Sir
Hugh Palliser was not charged with any malice in the accusation
of the said admiral, or heard in his defence, is declared to have
preferred an ill-founded accusation against his commander-in-chief,
and whose conduct on the 27th of July, I778, by a subsequent
court martial, was, after a full examination, declared to be in
many respects highly exemplary and meritorious, and who has^

during the course of forty-five years, served the crown, both in his

civil and military capacity, with great ability, bravery, and fidelity,

was a measure totally subversive of the discipline, and derogatory
to the honour of the navy." Lord North, before he gat down,
proposed a sort of compromise with Mr. Fox, by offering to with-

draw his amendment wholly, if the latter would consent to omit
thoce particularly obnoxious M^ords, that the vice-admiral was, by
the sentence of a court martial, declared to have preferred a mali-

cious and ill-founded accusation against his commander-in-chief;
by which amendment the motion would go to a division in these

general terms ;
" That the appointment of Sir Hugh Palliser, &c.

was a measure subversive of the discipline, and derogatory to the

honour, of the British navy." But Mr. Fox refusing to comply with

this proposal, the question was taken up with great vigour, and
obstinately maintained on both sides. Mr. Fox was powerfully

supported by Mr. Burke, Lord Howe, Admiral Keppel, Mr, Tho-
mas Townshend, and Mr. Dunning. The debate continued till

past two o'clock in the morning, when the House divided on the
amendment proposed by Lord North.

Tellers. Tellers.

V fMr.DeGreyl .. f Mr.T.Townshendl
Y^^-M.Mr.Ord ^l^H- Noes |^^ ^^^^ j 149.

The divison being over, Mr. Fox moved the following amend-
ment to the amended resolution, to come in immediately after the

words " heard in his defence :" viz. " That the Judge Advocate
having, by the direction of the said court, declared, that it did

net occur to the recollection of any of the members,- that it had
been the usage at courts-martial to admit any thing on the part

of the accuser, after declaring he had gone through all the wit-

nesses he should produce in support of the charge, and that they
had agreed that the paper then offered by the accuser, could not

be admitted ; and the said court having, in another part of the

said trial, declared, that they continued of the same opinion, and
had agreed that the whole evidence, not only on the part of the

charge, but of the defence, had been closed, nothing farther, by
way 01 address from either party, could be received." This amend-
ment was over-ruled, by the motion for the order of the day, to

which the House agreed.
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Motion respecting the Omission of the Word " Ire-
land," IN the Mutiny Act.

February 23.

THEN the secretary at war, Mr. Jenkinson, presented the
r mutiny bill, on the 8th of February, he informed the House,

that it had been thought proper totally to omit the word " Ireland,"

becJause the Irish legislature had last year introduced clauses in

their mutiny act, tending to govern and regulate the management
of the quartering soldiers, and other matters relative to military

discipline. To continue to extend the British Mutiny Act to

Ireland, was therefore, he said, no longer necessary. On a motion
for bringing up the report of the mutiny bill, on the 20th, Mr.
Fox observed, that he understood the bill, as it passed the com-
mittee, had alterations in it, which went directly to overturn the

constitution of this country, and gave up all right to supremacy
over Ireland. He hoped therefore the secretary at war would not
press the bringing up the report then, but would adjourn it to the

next open day, that the subject might be properly discussed. The
secretary at war diftered exceedingly from the honourable gen-
tleman respecting the importance of the alterations made in the
bill, but had no objection to having every part of the bill fairly

discussed. If therefore the honourable gentleman would let the

report be brought up, he would consent that the third reading

should be fixed for any day the honourable gentleman chose to

appoint ; and as the whole of the alteration the honourable gen-
tleman could wish for, was the insertion of the word " Ireland,"

it might be done as well at the third reading as if it were recom-
mitted. Mr. Burke said, so many and such great revolutions had
happened of late, that he was not much surprised to hear the right

honourable gentleman treat the loss of the supremacy of this coun-

try over Ireland as a matter of very little consequence. Thus one
star, and that the brightest ornament of our orrery, having been
suffered to be lost, those who were accustomed to inspect and
watch our political heaven ought not to wonder that it should be
followed by the loss of another

:

So star would follow star, and light light;

'Till all was darkness and eternal night.

Mr. Fox said, the right honourable gentleman's proposal would

reduce him to the dilemna of either moving that the word " Ire-

land" be inserted, or that the bill stand as it did, a matter he was

by no means ripe to propose. He wished to have many points

discussed, which could only be done in a committee ; he trusted,

therefore, that the right honourable gentleman would come in to

his first propositi(m, because, before he could give it as his opinion,

that the word " Ireland" be or be not inserted, he should be glad

to know the nature of the Irish mutiny act, the grounds upon

which it went, the reasqns for bringing it in, and the manner in

.
'
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uhich it had passed. — The report was ordered to be taken into

further consideration on the 23d ; upon which day,

Mr. Fox rose, agreeably to the intimation he had given to

the House, to move the re-commitment of this bill, for the

purpose of correcting a very important alteration that had
taken place in it. He began a most ingenious and eloquent

speech with stating, that if he had not been sensible of the dif-

ficulty and delicacy of his situation in the question which he
was about to agitate, the observation that had fallen fi'om a

gentleman iiigh in office, and an old, well-informed member
of that House, would have opened his eyes, and convinced

him that he was treading upon ground at once difficult and
dangerous. The honourable gentleman had said, that the

House ought not to attempt to do that which it could not

fully and perfectly accomplish ;' and had advised them rather

to overlook the attack upon their dignity, by the presentment

of a frivolous petition, than attempt a punishment which they

could not enforce. This was his sentiment; it was at all

times so, since he constantly was of opinion that prudence
ought at all times to be consulted in measures of dignity, and
that they ought not to assert powers and authority at a sea-

son when their weakness w-as insufficient to support their

claim. To agitate a question, therefore, respecting the powers
of supremacy and superintendency, which this country assert-

ed over a sister kingdom, at a time when that kingdom was
disposed to militate the principle, must certainly be dan-

gerous ground, and particularly so at a moment when the

country was involved in a scene of complicated calamities,

and was threatened with the most decisive ruin. He trusted

that the House would forgive him, if, in the situation in

which he then stood, he should take up a few minutes of their

time in stating his sentiments on the question ; since he knew
from experience, that pains would be taken to misrepresent

what he should say, in order to place him in a light unfavour-

able to the people of Ireland. The insidious pains that had
been exerted on a former occasion to misrepresent both him
and other gentlemen on the same side of the House, had not

altogether failed of producing the intended effi^ct, that of

making them odious in the eyes of a people whom they loved

and honoured. Difficult and dangerous as the situation

was, he could not be induced from any apprehensions of

personal consequence to permit a matter, charged with so

much apparent danger, to pass unnoticed ; at the same time

he was not insensible to the unfavourable opinion of his fel-

low-citizens.

He had many reasons of friendship and affection for wish-
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ing to stand well in the eyes of the people of Ireland ; and it

was not his purpose to attack the claim which they had set up
to legislative independency. They had not a friend in that
House more warmly attached to their interests than himselfl

He wished to share the dangers and the alarming tendency/ of
this bill, both to the liberties ofEngland and of Ireland; and he
thought, that to be silent on such a subject would be tacitly to
assist in taking away from the people, in order to enlarge the
prerogative of the crown, in demohshing and subverting the
liberties of the subject, in order to give the prince the means of
becoming absolute. He had been held out, he was aware, as

the enemy of Ireland, and the first lord of the treasury had
been declared to be the best friend of that country, though he
had uniformly endeavoured to support the rights and liber-

ties of the Irish, and to give them all that they requested long
ago, and which the noble lord had positively denied them till

they had armed themselves, and then by three specific propo-
sitions had given more to force than he had before denied to

supplication.

In better times than these, Mr. Fox said, he should pro-

bably have entered upon the topic in a manner and in lan-

guage widely different from that he meant to adopt on the

present occasion. In better times than these, he should have
talked of the superintending power of the British parliament

over Ireland, and over every part of the British monaixhy

;

but such was the miserable situation to which the king's ser-

vants had reduced this country, that the question was of a

very delicate nature indeed, and it was by no means a

matter easy to be handled without disturbing what ought not

to be disturbed, and without producing consequences, which

every man, who wished well to his country, must wish to

avoid. In the present question, he wished to speak and to

act agreeably to the sentiments of some of the first and

best men in the parliament of Ireland. The powers of su-

premacy and superintendency of this country, over her dis-

tant connections, were topics which lie knew were at this

time dangerous to be touched, but which had never been so

at any former period of our history. Ten years ago it would

not have been considered as improper or dangerous to talk on

these topics, because then they were considered as necessary to

the liberties and the well-being of the empire. They were

not only considered by that House in this light, but by every

part of our extended empire they were allowed and acknow-

ledged the same. It was the weakness of administration that

had given rise to different ideas. America had never com-

plained of these powers till her calm and sober requests were

refused, and Ireland had not asserted thq contrary till relief

X 3
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was denied when her grievances were manifest. But now the

topics were dangerous to be touched. The weakness and the

wantonness of ministers had introduced into that House diffi-

culties and embarrassments, new and unprecedented, and he
must yield to the disa^i'eeable necessity of submission. But
he might say, that if he had been speaking on this subject

ten years ago, he should liave found no difficulty in saying,

that the superintendency and supremacy of this country was
necessary to the liberty of the empire, for many great and (in

his opinion) unanswerable reasons ; and that in particular

they ought to be careful never to give out of their own hands
the power of making a mutiny bill. He should have been
able to have advanced various reasons for retaining this pri-

vilege, the first and most powerful of which Mould have been

a reason of apprehension, lest at some fiiture moment of neg-

ligence or corruption, the parliament of Ireland, the assemblies

of any of the colonies of America, or of any other of our

foreign connections, should be tempted or prevailed on to

gi'ant a perpetual mutiny bill. If he had advanced this ar-

gument, he knew that it would have been immediately said of

him, that he pushed speculation to excess, that he was chime-
rical and libellous in his ideas, for that no house of represen-

tatives could be so negligent or corrupt as to grant such a bill,

and no people so blind and supine as to bear it. Might he
not, then, now say this, when it was not an argument of spe-

culation but experience; and when the parliament of Ire-

land had actually granted a perpetual mutiny bill to the

crown, by which they had vested the sovereign with the

power of a standing army, unlimited in point of nmnbers or

duration ?

There were in the passing of this bill, so granted, also se-

veral circumstances of a suspicious nature, which implied in

pretty plain language, that it was imposed upon them by the

cabinet of England. It originated in the privy council ofthis

country, and was sent over at a time when Ireland was loud

in their claim of independent legislation. The cabinet took
advantage of the heat and the inflammation of Ireland with

respect to independence, and granted them the one thing,

provided they would purchase it at the price of the other.

ITiey applied to the passions of the country ; they seized on
parliament in the moment of their warmth, and appealing,

perhaps, to other passions than those of patriotic frenzy, they

procured the consent of parliament to this, and received a
perpetual sttinding armj', in defiance of the Declaration of

Rights. Many of the first members of the Irish parhament
were sensible of the shock which this bill gave at once to the

liberties of Ireland and of England ; and Mr. Grattan called
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upon the people of this country to stand forward and protect
Ihe liberties of both, by preventing the dangers and the effects

of a law so violent and contradictory to the constitution. It

was, therefore, a business in which both nations were equally
affected, and in which they ought both equally to unite. For
this was a species of conspiracy between the cabinet and
that part of the people of Ireland, who, anxious for inde-
pendence, were intoxicated with the idea, and inclined to

purchase it at any price. The conspiracy was to this effect

:

—We will give you a mutiny bill of your own, if you, in re-

turn, will grant the crown a perpetual army. Nothing was
demanded for this country in return for the favours which
had been conferred ; nothing in return for the free trade

;

nothing for the independence ; but a provision was made to

grant to the crown a perpetual power unwarranted by the
constitution

In a moment of heat and clamour, when the minds of a
whole country were agitated with the great question, and de-

manded an important concession, it was the duty of a mi-
nister to maintain the duty and the supremacy of the countrj',

as far as was consistent with the liberties of the empire at

large ; he ought to have yielded to the necessity of the occa-

sion with prudence, but not with intemperance ; he ought not

to have endangered the liberties of every part of the empire,

in order merely to calm the intemperance of the moment.
The honourable gentleman stated, that in his ideas on the bill,

he would advance no arguments that he had not taken from
books vritten in Ireland and by Irishmen. It was at once
curious and alarming, that in the Irish mutiny bill the pre-

amble was left out which recited the Declaration of Rights.

Wliat could be the inducement of this omission? It contained

no enacting law, and, consequently, was in no wa^^s an attack

on the legislative independence of Ireland. It was merely

declaratory, and as the constitution and the rights in both

countries were the same, the declaratign of those rights was

equally applicable to both. But it was found expedient to

leave out the preamble, because the word, " Whereas it is

illegal in the crown to keep a standing army in times of

peace," were in direct contradiction to the bill which had been

granted.

The danger of the bill would appear in its full magnitude,

when gentlemen reflected that all that was necessary now to

the maintenance of a standing army in Ireland, unhmited hi

number and duration, was the power of the purse. His ma-
jesty was possessed of an hereditary revenue in Ireland, which

had considerably increased, and was increasing. By that

power, by the power of the hereditary revenue of Hanover, if

X 4
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he had any, and by borrowing from other states— if future

kings might be tempted by their object to descend to that

corrupt expedient— money might be procured to maintain

an army that might threaten the very existence of the

constitution. He considered the statute of King WiUiam,
commonly called the disbanding statute, reducing the number
of troops to 1 2,000, and which by a late act had been raised

to 15,000, to be still in force wdth respect to this country, but

it was not so agreeable to the present ideas of the people of

Ireland, so that there was no sufficient restrictive power on
ministers against maintaining in that country an army to any
extent. But it might be argued, that without the power of

the purse, the power of the army was nothing. To this he
begged to answer, that two checks were better than one ; that

it was much better to have the power of the purse, and the

power of the army, than only to have one of those for our

security; and this had been the prudence and the policy of

Great Britain. She had kept them both in her own hands,

and had granted them only for one year. But Ireland had
now given a perpetual army, and nothing more was wanting

than the money.
His present majesty, thanks to his ministers, had no power

on the continent from whom he could receive assistance ; but

some future monarch, possessed of wise and active counsellors,

might, by the aids derived from foreign states, raise and main-
tain 100,000 men in Ireland, and direct them to any achieve-

ment of despotism that ambition might frame; and there

would be but little security to be found in the resistance that

the country might be inclined to make in such a moment.
The precaution and the defence were to be taken before the

alarmwas up; and in this alarm, it was not only Ireland,

but England also, that was threatened. With such a pros-

pect before them, it could not be imputed to any motives of

attack on the question ofthe legislative independence of Ireland,

that this country should take warning, and prepare for its own
security. In the same situation if Ireland stood with respect

to England, mutatis mutandis, if England was to adopt a simi-

lar measure, and grant the crown an unlimited mutiny bill,

Ireland would be excusable if she took up the consideration

of the business, and provided by some specific measure for

her own safety.

He said there was no responsibility in the ministers under

the present law ; nor was it in the power of either kingdom
to bring them to a legal parliamentary conviction. He
considered the ministers who advised the perpetual mutiny

bill, as guilty of high treason. He was in general an enemy

to constructive treason. He could not conceive that an un-
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armed, unarrayed mob, assembled round the House of Com-
mons, could be said to be levying war against the king. No
such construction could be drawn from the act of the 25th of
Edward the 3d ; and thougli he did not condemn the authors
of some late opinions and attempts to make this constructive

treason, as having been wilful misinterpreters of a plain law,

yet he could only excuse them as having too hastily adopted
the speculations of a worthy, but, in this instance, a deceived
man, Mr. Justice Foster*. This act giving the crown a per-

petual mutiny bill, in direct violation of the Declaration of
Rights, was high treason against the constitution of the realm.

But how could he get at the authors of the treason in the

present circumstances ? It was perfectly impossible ; for there

was no responsibility to be established against them. It

might be said of him in the present instance, with some truth,

as it was frequently said of Opposition without truth, that he
was much readier to find the blame, than to advise the re-

medy. In this instance he felt himself full of difficulties.

He honestly declared, that he knew not in what manner to

act with prudence and wisdom. He was full of indignation

against the men who had reduced us to a state of such unpre-

cedented difficulty, that parliament could not assert their

powers with safety, nor suggest remedies for evils that were

foreseen with prudence. He might say, if they would permit

* Mr. Fox here alludes to the following extract from Mr. Justice Foster,

which had recently been quoted by Lord Loughborough, in his charge to

the grand jury, on opening the special commission for tlie trial of the Rio-

tors, at the sessions house, on St. Margaret's Hill, in the Borough

:

" Every insurrection which in judgment of law is intended against the

king, be it to dethrone or imprison him, or to oblige him to alter his mea-
sures of government, or to remove evil counsellors from about him,— these

risings all amount to levying war within the statute, whether attended with

the pomp and circumstances of open war or not. And every conspiracy to

levy war for these purposes, though not treason within the clause of levying

war, is yet an overt-act within the other clause of compassing the king's

death.
" Insurrections in order to throw down all inclosures, to alter the esta-

blished law, or change religion, to inhance the price ofall labour, or to open
all prisons— all risings in order to effect these innovations of a public and

a general armed force, are, in construction of law, high treason, within the

clause of levying war. For though they are not levelled at the person of

the king, they are against his royal majesty ; and besides, they have a direct

tendency to dissolve all the bonds of society, and to destroy all property

and government too, by numbers and an armed force. Insurrections like-

^vise for redressing national grievances, or for the expulsion of foreigners in

general, or indeed of any single nation living here under the protection of

the king, or for the reformation of real or imaginary evils of a public nature,

and in which the insurgents have no special interest— risings to effect these

ends by force and numbers, are, by construction of law, within the clause

oflevying war. For they are levelled at the king's crown and royal dignity.
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the expression, that this situation had been i)icurred by a sj's-

tem of neghgence and incapacity. Any other minister would

have softened, when it could have been done with propriety

;

or resisted, when it could have been done with success : but

the noble lord had acted contrary to every occasion. When
Ireland, in a decent, sober stile, applied to parhament for

relief from restrictions which were at once impolitic and illi-

beral, the noble lord attended more to the representations of

individual members, Avho happened to be influenced by the

opinions of their constituents, the manufacturers of trading

towns, than to the unanimous call of a whole country. He
admitted the influence derived from the opinion of consti-

tuents ; it was the best and most virtuous species of influence

;

but the minister could not be influenced by the opinions of

Banbury to resist the pretensions which his own liberal ideas

of trade convinced him were just and reasonable. But he

was obliged, on account of the American war, to court the

votes of individual members; and when the gentlemen on

that side of the House had carried a decisive question, he

came down two days afterwards, and resisted their anxious

endeavours to redress their grievances, when they were tem-

perate in their requests.

The honourable gentleman then stated the powerful and

the rapid effect of the resolution and the spirit of Ireland.

Their associations had done more in a moment, than all the

efforts of friendship in their favour. All false reasonings had

vanished ; all little partial motives of resistance had ceased

;

local considerations died away instantly, and the noble lord

in the blue ribbon, who had shewn himself the last man to

listen to supplications, was the first man to give way to force.

The noble lord came down to that House, and by three

lumping propositions, did more for Ireland than she had ven-

tured to ask. Not that he blamed the noble lord. for the

concessions ; the noble lord had acted wisely, and had pro-

perly told the House, that commercial considerations ought

not to be taken upon a narrow, illiberal scale, but should be

looked at ps great objects. All that he blamed in the noble

lord was, his having done that meanly, which he might have

done with grace and with dignity ; for gentlemen must see,

that however prudent and however wise it was to concede to

Ireland when armed, concessions made under such circum-

stances could neither have grace nor dignity. The honour-

able gentleman said, that the associations should always have

his admiration and his applause.

He went mto various other topics of ai'gument, to shew

the danger of this mutiny bill ; and answered such defence as

he conceived would be set up in its favour ; that an army
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raised and maintained in Ireland under this law, though
legal in Ireland, would be illegal in England. Tliis he ad-

mitted; but such an army would not be less dangerous, be-

cause it was illegal. He said, that soldiers raised, enlisted,

and attested in England, might be sent to Ireland, and placed

under the military law, which in one instance at least was
different from the law of England, since it gave the king power
over them in every thing but in life and limb. Though he
was an enemy to the dangerous influence of the crown, he
was a friend to the just prerogative ; and he considered the

power vested in his majesty, of sending troops to whatever
place of his dominions might require their assistance, as the

most valuable prerogative. It v/as on this ground that the

Earl of Chatham said, that, retrenching the number of troops

to be employed in Ireland, was " tearing the master-feather

from the eagle's wing." He considered therefore this bill, a»

containing different laws, to be dangerous to the prerogative,

because it might prevent the crown from sending troops from
any other place of his dominions to Ireland, or from Ireland

to any other part of his dominions, in cases of emergency.

And if it could be conceived that his majesty's ministers

should, to the astonishment of the world, foresee danger, and
provide against it, this bill might stand in the way of their

growing virtue.

He said, he felt the difficulty of proposing any remedy for

this evil. He did not propose the re-commitment of the bill,

in order to move to re-insert the word Ireland. He confessed

the impropriety of such an attempt; but he was of opinion

that some clause might be adopted, by which the number of

the army in Ireland might be limited, and by that means a

responsibility established in ministers that might give some
security. He was not prepared with a clause to answer the

purpose, but such a one, in his opinion, might be framed. It

was to be attributed to the negligence of parliament and of

ministers, that they were reduced to this dilemma. The
responsibility proposed in no measure afT'ected the indepen-

dence of Ireland. It was a mere measure of peculiar policy

;

and in the same manner it would be fit and proper in Ireland

to act towards England, if England were to pass a perpetual

mutiny bill. Many more things he owned he had on his

mind to offer on this subject ; but he saw the impropriety of

urging all that had occurred to him. He was restrained by
the consciousness that every thing which he said would be
misrepresented in Ireland, and that with the basest of pur-

poses. He reminded the House again, that the Irish mutiny
bill had originated in this country, and that -it had passed

under the most suspicious and alarming circumstances. He
JO
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concluded with saying, that he should move for the re-com-

mitment of the bill when the present question was settled.

Mr. Fox's motion was negatived without a division; and the bill,

with the amendments, was ordered to be engrossed.

The Budget—Terms of the Loan— Motion for omit-
ting THE Lottery Clause.

March 7.

OF all the acts of the minister, during so long a government
of public affairs, scarcely any brought upon Lord North so

much severity of reprehension without doors, or perhaps so much
censure within, as the loan of the present year. Twelve millions

were borrowed upon terms so advantageous to the lenders, that

the price of the new stock rose at market from nine to eleven

per cent, above par. Before this circumstance was, however,
known, the loan was, on its own bottom, strongl}"^ objected to, and
both its manner and principle severely condemned by Mr. Fox.
Lord North having this day opened the Budget, and moved, " That
towards raising the supply granted to his majesty, the sum of

twelve millions be raised by annuities, and the further sum of

480,0001. by a lottery,"

Mr. Fox* rose, and entered into an investigation, first of

the principle, and then of the terms of the loan, as stated by
the noble lord in the blue ribbon. He considered both the

one and the other as exceedingly reprehensible and disadvan-

tageous. It was an easy, as well as a very common thing, for

a minister, when he was stating the bargains which he had
made for the public to that House, to tell them of several

worse bargains which might have been made. This was

rather a fallacious way of defending a cause, since the true

mode of inquiring, whether or not the bargain was a good one,

was to examine whether it was not possible to make a better.

The noble lord had chosen this year to get the loan, by
adding a large sum to the capital of our debt ; and he had,

for the first time, defended this mode of borrowing money as

superior to that of annuities. This was the first time that the

noble lord had been of this way of thinking ; for last year he

* In the course of this speech, Mr. Fox is stated, in the Annual
Register, to have " displayed such a fund of financial knowledge, ae

seemed to excite surpiise."
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had borrowed tlie money by the plan of annuities, and had
never once observed, upon that occasion, that he was borrow-
ing at a dearer rate than it was in his power to procure the

money otherwise. The honourable gentleman was of opinion,

that no system of finance could be so eligible or so proper for

this country, as that of borrowing upon annuities. The
terms were not so much dearer in the first instance, as to

counterbalance the advantages that would result in the end.

The terms of the present loan, as stated by the noble lord,

were much more unreasonable and extravagant, and infinitely

more ineligible and impolitic than the terms which he would
have been able to procure by means of annuities. The noble
lord had stated, that the sum of our debt was not the nominal
amount of our debt, but the actual sum which we had to pay
annually for interest, and the sum which we must pay to

buy up the debt at the market-price ; and arguing upon this

ground, he had stated, that the sum to be added to our
capital by the present loan, was nine millions ; and that we
have nearly saved that sum in interest by the plan which we
have adopted. The great objection which he had stated to

annuities was, that they were not redeemable, and conse-

quently parliament could not take advantage of national pros-

pei'ity to buy them up at the market-price. This objection

lay equally against the funds in which the noble lord had
taken the loan. Did he imagine he could buy in the 3 per
cents, and the 4 per cents, without consulting the desires of

the stockholders ? Did he imagine that he could go to mar-
ket, and buy in the debt at the current price ? Undoubtedly
not. The stockholder would do, upon that occasion, as he
does upon this ; he would chuse to be on the sure side, and
would not sell his stock but at his own price. The noble lord

could not buy it in at the low price which it held in the mar-
ket ; so that the advantage of paying off the debt in that

manner, though undoubtedly it was an advantage, was very

far from being so great, even in speculation, as that which
the noble Lord had given out.

The honourable gentleman, in a chain of arithmetical rea-

soning, shewed what we might expect to be the price at which
it would be in our power to buy in the debt, and by this

means deduced the fair conclusions that it was much more
for the interest of the country to borrow money by annuities

than by adding to the capital of our debt ; and if we must
borrow on the latter plan, it was a much more beneficial

bargain to borrow money at 4 per cent, than at 3, and at 5
per cent, than at 4. It was more in our favour in the result,

because it was probable that it might be bought in at a
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cheaper rate. If we looked at the state of the funds, we should

always perceive that the 3 per cents, stood higher in propor-

tion than the 4, because from the probable profit being

gi'eater, they were more an object of estimation and pursuit.

'I'he 3 per cents, now stood at 59; by the same rule of pro-

portion the 4 per cents, should stand at 79, whereas they were
only 72 or 73. This was a very natural predilection in the

public and in the stockholder ; for in the prospect of the debt

being paid off^ and the several funds rising to par, and in-

terest continuing during a peace at the same rate which it did

now of 5 per cent, (which by the bye he hoj)cd it would not),

then it might be in the power of the holders of the 3 per

cents., who had bought in at this tin-.e, to make 40 per cent,

and of the 4 per cent, holders to make only 20 per cent, while

the 5 per cents, could make nothing. This pointed out in a

very strong light the great utility of borrowing money on a

fund of 5 per cent, in preference to any other, since it would
ultimately be in the power of the public to buy in the debt at

a cheaper rate. He, therefore, very much disapproved of

the principle of the present loan.

The noble lord had forsaken that fjround on which he had
gone last year, and which, though it had been exceedingly

advantageous to the lender, had been also more so to the

borrower, than the loan of the year which preceded it. He
was given to understand that the subscribers to that loan had
gained no less than 8 per cent, and while they were well sa-

tisfied, the public had less reason to be dissatisfied than they

had the year before. He was given to understand, that there

was actually no less than 3 8 millions brought to market this

year, and offered to the minister. This was the rumour.

Was it not, then, unaccountable that the minister could not

procure less than one-third of that sum, without giving such

enormous interest for it ? Would it not have been in his

power to have procured ihe money by a fund at 5 per cent,

and a short annuity? This was the plan which he would
have wished to have pursued in borrowing the money, in

order to have made the terms advantageous to the public.

The honourable gentleman went through the particulars of

the scheme, which he wished to have seen adopted, and dis-

played a most extensive knowledge of finance. By this

scheme he stated, that a considerable saving would have been

made to the public, even admitting all that the noble lord had
claimed, that the sum secured by interest, had been annually

laid out in the manner proposed, and ultimately applied to

the diminution of our debt. Even upon this ground he as-

serted, that in 28 years we should be gainers between four and
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five millions, and should run no danger of the sum being mis-

managed in its growing state, or of meeting with hard cre-

ditors, when we wished to pay ovn* debts.

The honourable gentleman adverted particularly to what
the noble lord had said respecting the sinking fund. He very

readily agreed with the noble lord, that great and important

advantages were to be derived from the sinking fund, towards

the diminution of the national debt. He agreed with him
also, and said, though a very worthy and intelligent friend

of his was of a contrary opinion, that we ought not in times

of war to think of applying the sinking fund to the discharge

of debts, and be obliged at the same time to borrow money
for the service of the year. He considered this as a disad-

vantage to the public, since they had the douceur on the loan

to pay without gaining any thing by the matter. So far he
went with the noble lord on the sinking fund, but no farther.

He wished to have heard the noble lord speak more fully on
this subject. He had hinted, in a parenthesis, that the

190,000/. which was to fall into the sinking fund this year,

was to supply the place of taxes. If so, he must tell the

noble lord that he would sacrifice his integrity to popularity,

and abuse the great public trust and confidence of his situa-

tion, merely to screen himself from the obnoxious duty of

laying taxes. It was certainly an obnoxious and a painful

task, but it was a task to which ministers must submit. The
sinking fund was the great dernier resort of the kingdom, the

last parapet of the constitution, and ought to be held in ob-

stinate sanctity. If the noble lord set an example to his suc-

cessors to apply to the sinking fund for permanent ' revenue,

it would be the death-stroke of the kingdom. No minister

would be able to connect enough of vigour with integrity to

break through a custom of this nature once established, or to

snatch the country from the ruin that must follow. The
honourable gentleman took notice of the noble lord's asser-

tion, that he meant to pay off two millions of the navy debt

;

he sincerely hoped that the navy debt would be discharged.

The unfunded debt of this country bore by much the most

extravagant interest of any, since the depreciation of the bills

was itself a debt, and a duty upon the public. It was for

this reason that he thought the true effects and burdens of

the war would not be felt by the people, till the commence-
ment of peace, when the unfunded debt came to be saddled

upon them by taxes.

Independent of the strong objections he felt to the loan, as

a question of finance, and a matter of economy, he felt it to

be still more important when considered in a political view.

The profit on the loan now proposed, in every way he had
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been able to take it, and subject to every probable contin-

gency, was 900,000/. ; and this large sum was in the hands of

the minister, to be granted in douceurs to the members of

that House as compensations for the expences of an election,

or for any other purpose of corrupt influence which might
suit his views. An honourable friend of his (Mr. Burke)
had brought in a bill to lessen the influence of the crown,

by controuling the expenditure of the civil list. The design

was wise and proper, but like every other design of that de-

scription, it had failed by means of that very influence which
it was calculated to prevent. But the objection on which he
now wished to call the attention of the House was of much
greater magnitude ; it was not the excesses in the expenditure

of the civil list, which amounted in the whole to 900,000/.

including the support of his majesty, and many great import-

ant and national services ; but it was an entire sum of

900,000/. and upwards, to be given away in the douceurs of

a loan, not merely from the effect of an idle and wanton ex-

travagance, but from much worse causes ; it was given as a

means of procuring and continuing a majority in the House
of Commons upon every occasion ; and to give strengtli and
support to a bad administration. The noble lord had at-

tempted to flatter the House that, upon a number of supposed

contingencies, many events highly favourable, and a train of

economy so extremely rigid, pure, and incorrupt, that in

stating it his lordship did not appear to flatter himself it

could ever be practised ; but if practised, and if every thing

was to happen just as we could hope and wish, why then, at

the end of fourteen or fifteen years, thirty millions would be

paid off; thjit is, we should then be twenty millions more in

debt than when we began the fatal American war ; and that

state we are now to look for with an anxiety almost beyond
the reach of hope, which would have been considered as ruin-

ous at the time the noble lord began his administration.

The terms of the loan, such as they were, the noble lord had
informed the House, would have been nmch worse, had it

not been for some good news, and good news indeed it ap-

peared to be, if it really afforded any prospect of a peace. It

was singular liowever, if the bargain for a loan was to be

influenced by such a prospect, that it was not more influ-

enced by it ; and that terms so extremely disadvantageous

should be offered to the House, when the prospect of peace

was avowed. Upon that prospect he wished to speak out

;

he wished to declare, that he felt himself ready to support

almost any terms that could be offered; whilst the affairs of

the nation were in the present hands, he thought no peace

could be a bad one ; that is, a general peace ; for any partial
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or patched up peace which would leave us involved in all the

necessities of a war establishment, he thought would rather be
injurious than useful, and might only tend to draw us on
farther in a ruinous system, and plunge us deeper into diffi-

culties and disgrace.

He now took a general review of his objections to the
terms of the loan, urging, as the result of the whole, that

the lottery was an unnecessary part of the doucmr, and ought
to be omitted from every principle of policy, and of regard
for the morals of the people. It had been said, by a learned
gentleman, speaking on the subject of riots a few evenings
ago, that if any thing could excuse an illegal and violent

mode of redressing grievances, it would be the puUing down
aming hou ses. This he considered as the most pernicious

and destructive of all species ofgaming; as immediately affect-

ing the morals, habits, and circumstances of the lower orders
of the people; and which, upon every principle of policy,

should be carefully avoided. He trusted he had clearly con-
vinced the House, that the benefits to the subscribers of the

present loan were sufficiently great without the lottery ; and
he hoped they would render the greatest service in their power
to the public, by preventing its inevitable ill consequences.

He therefore moved, as an amendment to the minister's mo-
tion for agreeing to the terms of the loan, that the latter

clause, respecting the lottery, should be omitted.

Mr. Fox's proposition for omitting the lottery was opposed by
Lord North, and warmly supported by Mr, Hussey, Lord Mahon,
and Mr. Byng ; after which, the committee divided : Yeas 1 1 1

:

Noes 169. The original motion then passed without a division.

Sir George Savile's Motion for an Enquiry into the
Distribution of the Loan.

M'

March 26.

^R. FOX's discussion of the terms of the loan for twelve mil-

. lions having excited a spirit of enquiry, Sir George Savile

moved, this day, " That a committee be appointed to examine the

circumstances of the late loan, to form estimates of the value

thereof, and to report the same to the House." The motion was

seconded by Mr. Byng, and supported by Mr. Thomas Townshend,

Mr. St. John, Mr. Fox, Sir Fletcher Norton, Mr. Dunning, Mr.

Hartley, and Mr. Turner. It was opposed by Earl Nugent, Mr.

VOL. r. Y
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William Adam, Sir Richard Sutton, Lord North, tlie Attorney and
Solicitor-General, and the Lord Advocate of Scotland, Mr.
Dundas. ^\s soon as the last mentioned gentleman sat down,

Mr. Fox rose, and entered into a circumstantial answer

to the armnnents of the honourable and learned fjentleman.

When he rose, lie imagined that he meant to offer his reasons

why the House should not go into an enquiiy into the con-

duct of the noble loixl in the blue ribbon, for he considered

it as a direct, personal accusation of the minister, in this public

transaction ; but to his astonishment, the learned gentleman

had not urged a single syllable in his justification. When
therefore, he m as proceeding seemingly to answer the learned

gentleman, he could hardly discover an argument, or a fact, to

which there was occasion for a reply. The reason was plain.

The learned gentleman had said, with his usual address and
ability, a variety of most ingenious things, but not a word,

phrase, or argument to the question. The learned gentle-

man, in all his speeches, he was sorry to say, betrayed a dis-

position to political measures and political doctrines inimical

to, if not directly subversive of the constitution, and favour-

able to the introduction of arbitrary power. But how had the

learned gentleman entertained the House on this occasion ?

In laying down principles of a directly contrary nature, from
which, however, he drew delusive, and, in the present moment
of corruption and depravity, impracticable conclusions. The
learned gentleman had laboured strenuously to prove what no
person on his side of the House would dispute, and what no
one on any side dare avowedly to deny, namely, " That mi-

nisters v/ere responsible for their conduct, and liable to be
brought to an account for the exercise of those powers with

which they were vested by the constitution, for the purposes

of government." But for what purpose had the learned gen-

tleman said this ? Why had he so warmly trumpeted the

responsibility of ministers, and particularly of the noble lord

in the blue ribbon ? For what, but in the same breath to

defeat the use and the end of that responsibility, and t(j; con-
vince the House that they ought not to exercise their right

and power; to shew that the noble lord was, in fact, not re-

sponsible in this instance ; that, if there was any blame, or any
corru2:)tion, or any sinister purjioses in view, by the late bar-

gain, it was not the noble lord who was the criminal, for the

noble lord was honest, and every body acknowledged that he
had clean hands ; his secretary, his friend, Mr. Atkinson, or
any other man might be guilty except the noble lord. If the

House complain of the conduct of the minister, the accused

immediately answers, *' Oh ! he is responsible." If they call
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for an enquiry into that contluct, and think it necessary to ex-

ercise their powers of calling him tcr an account, " Oh ! he
is irresj:)onsible in that case, for being honest and disinterested,

he could not be guilty." Thus his responsibility in one in-

stance is to silence complaint, his irresponsibility in another

is to stifle enquiry. It was upon such a style of argument
and reasoning, that the noble lord's conduct had been at-

tempted to be defended by so zealous a friend, and so power-
fill an advocate ; and these were the reasons urged with so

much confidence to shew, that the loan, having been negoti-

ated by others, his lordship was free from all blame. But when
the object of the question is not to fix blame, but to know
where it ought to be fixed, the House is then informed, it is

perfectly needless to take any trouble or concern in the mat-

ter ; it signifies not who did this, or who did that, who did

subscribe, and who did not subscribe, whether they are living

men, or whether they are dead, whether they are members
of parliament, or whether they are footmen ; whether they

are bankers, or whether they are bankers' clerks ; all this is

a matter of perfect indifference, for the noble lord is solely

and exclusively responsible.

After presenting this argument in a great variety of shapes,

Mr. Fox proceeded to another point which had been much
argued : " That the bargain had been approved of by that

House, and that the terms had received all the sanction from

the legislature necessary to give it the force and efiicacy of a

law ; and that consequently it would be nugatory in this in-

stance, and dangerous in point of precedent, to attempt to

undo what had been established by all the forms of the consti-

tution. Nugatory, because the evil, if any existed, was com-

mitted and was in-emediable ; dangerous, because in future it

might prevent the minister from borrowing upon almost any

terms, which would more than balance any possible advantage

which might be derived from the enquiry." There was one

general short answer to all this ; that if the loan was a corrupt

and improvident one, or corruptly distributed, the public

had a right to have it reviewed; and that public faith, and the

faith of that House, stood no farther pledged to the perfor-

mance of any one engagement made in their behalf, by those

entrusted with the exercise of the executive power, than the

measure was founded in equity and justice, and appeared to be

a fair bona Jlde transaction. In the present instance, there

was 'prima facie evidence, that the bargain was corrupt ; that

it was shamefully wasteful and improvident, and of a nature to

hold out more than presumptive or hypothetical proofs, that

the public were robbed and cheated in tlie first instance, and

y 2
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the money of which they were so notoriously phinderect, em-
ployed to the very worst and most abandoned purposes.

This was a ijeneral answer to a general argument : but

when the particular circumstances which, he observed, formed
the ground of the present motion, as stated by his honourable

friend, were considered, not even a pretence for a moment
longer existed upon the ground of general reasoning. Some
men, as good as any in the city, had been totally rejected

;

others, of a like description had not got a tenth, or a twentieth

of what they had written for ; others again, he would allow

good men, had got enormous sums, while, besides, a number
of mendicant, obscure persons, nominal people, &c. had had
their names set down for most enormous sums.

So far as to the point of distribution ; then, as to the actual

conduct of the noble lord in the blue ribbon, independent of

those who might have abused his lordship's confidence. This

noble lord, whom the learned advocate described as respon-

sible, was exclusively responsible in the instance he was
about to mention. He should have no occasion, he presumed,

to go into an enquiry to get at proofs, because it must have

been known to, and within the recollection of, every person

who now heard him. He would, for argument's sake, suppose

that the loan was made upon the best terms ;—but he could

never agree that the noble lord was justified in fraudulently

concealing the real terms from that House, and holding out

others of a totally different nature. His private secretary,

Mr. Atkinson, or Mr. Atkinson's broker, could not have im-

posed upon his lordship. The fact he alluded to was this

:

the day the noble lord opened the budget he stated the 150
three per cents, at 87/. or 58^. per cent, and the 25/. 4 per

cents, at 17/. los. computed at 70; and the lottery ticket at

about il. making in the whole 105/. 105. or a bo7i?is or profit

of 5/. I o^. Let this bargain have been ever so secretly corrupt,

which he should by and bye prove it was, it had every appear-

ance of candour and openness. If it was a bad bargain, it was
an open one. If it received the sanction of the majority of

that House upon the worst of motives, which he beheved most
sincerely it did, the minister could not be charged with fraud

as Well as rapine; but when to this 5/. 105. there was added
2I. 135. which of course increased the bo?iiis, which was no-

minally valued at 5/. 10s. to 8/. 3s. ^d. this he contended was
not only a high breach of parliamentary trust, but it was pick-

ing the pockets of the public, to the amount of between three

and four hundred thousand pounds, in addition to upwards of

six hundred thousand, and taken out of those pockets in a

more direct manner. It was an iiiisult put upoij pailiament.
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which called for most signal and exemplary punishment. It

was base and scandalous to hold out to that House, that the

bo7i^is was only five pounds ten, when it was eight pounds three

shillings ; and servile and obedient as the House was knoM^n to

be to the wishes and mandates of the minister, he protested

most solemnly that he believed shame would have prevailed in

that instance over corruption ; and if the House had been in-

formed at the time that they were paying away eight per cent,

or a million of money for the loan, with a capital debt nearly

doubled, he beheved the noble lord would have, for once, been
out-voted.

His honourable friend who made the motion had pointed

out the two sources of this additional increase—the discount

on the prompt or rather previous payments of the several in-

stalments, into which the subscription had been divided ; and
the commencement of interest, from the beginning of the year,

though the first payment was not to be made till the middle of

the current month. It was not, therefore, at all surprising,

that the omnium sold the first day at so high a premium, be-

cause in the nature of things it could not have happened other-

wise; for on that day, comparing the prices of the several

stocks, allowing nothing for speculation, or gambling in the

alley, the day after the budget was opened, the omnium was
intrinsically worth eight pounds three shillings. It was true,

that in the course of the last week, it had fallen for one or two
days below that price, which he estimated at |jcr, but had since

again got up to its natural level ; and his honourable friend

under the gallery, who seconded the motion, had assigned

a most cogent reason why it had fallen. What had that

honourable gentleman said, but that in order to defeat the ob-

ject of this enquiry, which the noble lord and his dependants

so much dreaded, Mr. Atkinson, on the Monday, went into

the alley, and sold 100,000/. stock, and the next day as

much more. What was the language of Mr. Atkinson and
his friends on that occasion ? " The stock must be depreci-

ated ; a part must be sent in ; the market must be glutted ; the

measure is become necessary." But even with these artifices,

and with promises, most likely, that the friends of govern-

ment should be no losers, they were not able to bring down
the omnium lower than 6^, and that only for a single day.

It afterwards gradually continued to rise, and was now, as he
had heard stated, up at its intrinsic value. Allowing, there-

fore, for the effect of speculation on one side, and the artifice

used to depreciate the stocks on the other, as well as the num-
ber of needy adventurers, that had been forced to come to

market in order to avoid the first pajrment, he believed he
was fully authorized to affirm that the bonuSi both in computa-

Y3
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tion, real value, and market price, was clearly worth to tlie

subscriber, eight pounds and three shillings per cent.

Flis deduction from these facts were, that the noble lord|

as finance minister, was highly criminal in his own personal

conduct, in so grossly deceiving, and fraudulently imposing

upon the House, that his baseness in concealing the real

terms, was only equalled by his guilt in agreeing to them, and
that if no other fact but that of conceahnent were to be ad-

duced against him, it was sufficient to prove that he had made
a corrupt bargain with an evil design, namely, with an inten-

tion of corrupting whoever, within or without that House,
might be fit instruments of supporting his power, or increas-

mg his influence.

The learned gentleman had trumpeted forth the praises of

the noble lord in the blue ribbon, and made his eulogy in

very high terms of panegyric. He had mixed in the course

of his oration a particular fact which came within his own
knowledge. The noble lord had told him this, the noble

lord had told him that ; the learned gentleman gave his opi-

nion unsought, and forgot to say whether any grateful ac-

knowledgement had been made. The learned gentleman had
appeared in several characters in that House ; he had now
added another to them. He held himself forth as the noble

lord's adviser; but what did all this mighty information

amount to, supposing it to be correctly and faithfully stated ?

To this :—to the confirmation of what the noble lord himself

told the committee the first day of opening the loan, that the

subscribers would give no more than 55 for 3 per cents, and
68 for 4 per cents. ; but that waiting from the Friday till the

Monday, in the interim, news of a tendency to peace arrived,

and that his lordship profited of the intelligence ; the conse-

Cjuence of which was, that the former were valued in the

bargain with the subscribers at 58, and the latter at 70.

Now, the effect of the above curious narrative was no more
than the merit arising from not giving 1 1 instead of 8 per

cent, profit on the omnium ; and in argument it was fair to

say, that was no merit at all; for it might be dangerous to

make too bad a bargain ; a middling bad one might, and he
was sure would, have answered every purpose of the noble

lord better than a gross, notorious, flagrant bad one.

There was a knack in cheating, which would in some measure
insure the property, as well as temporary possession of fi'au-

dulent gain ; whereas, when the fraud was too palpable and
gross, the enormity of the imposition endangered a loss of the

whole.
,

But what did this prove, allowing it to be true in its fiiUest

extent? That the noble lord was a person of private int^rity

;
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that he was above being guilty of peculation for his own pri-

vate advantage ; and, consequent!}', that his hands were clean
|of the public money. He did not want to be told all this

by the learned gentleman. He had every reason to believe it

to be true; but what then? The noble lord's hands are
clean: the loan might be a bad or a good one; but whether
good or bad, the noble lord is a disinterested person. Now,
for his part, in every point of view, he could not help think-
ing that it was a public misfortune that the noble lord's

hands were clean, whilst those of his friends mu\ dependants
were so dirty and interested. It would have been better for

the nation, in every respect, that half the profits had gone
into the pockets of the noble lord, and the other half had
been set off to the credit of the nation, than diverted to the
pernicious and corrupt purposes to which they had been di-

verted. He knew the noble lord's caution and address ; he
was persuaded, that in such a case the transaction would
have been so conducted, as not to give public scandal or of-

fence; besides, the noble lord. would act, it might be pre-

sumed, with particular caution, and be careful of risking too
much, or trusting to events which might draw after them
the punishment such a crime, if discovered, would deserve.

In the present instance he might be as lavish as he pleased

;

he was innocent ! Why so ? Because he was disinterested.

This was a mere specious, deceptious pretence ; it was full

of fallacy ; the noble lord, though his hands might be clean,

was not disinterested; if he made an improvident bargain for

the purpose of corrupting the members of that House ; if he
emplo^^ed the influence arising from that corruption to the

support of his own power, he was not an innocent, but a

guilty man, highly meriting public execration, and exemplary
punishment.

^

That he had done it in the present instance was self-evi-

dent. The noble lord would never have been invited into

office, but upon condition of promising to carry into execu-

tion the measures chalked out to him respecting America. He
would not have been suffered to remain in office, had he re-

fused to carry on the Am.erican war. Had the nation been

left to its own free, unbiassed judgment, it would never have

consented, at least, if it had, it would never have persisted in

the obstinate prosecution of it, after certain events had taken

place,—after France and Spain had severally declared against

us. His acquiescence in those weak and wicked measures,

in madly commencing, and more madly persevering in that

accursed war, was the price of his place. His power could

not be upheld without influence, nor that influence be pro-

cured witliout corruption. Would any gentleman contend,

Y4
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wlien one man made profits within a year, by contracts, equal

to an aniple fortune ; when another's stated income was equal

to a princely revenue; when a third got half a million, 4
hundred thousand, or forty thousand pounds omnium, equal

to an annual income of twenty, ten, eight, five, or even

one thousand pounds;—was there any man who heard him
who could believe that persons coming within those descrip-

tions had a free choice or unbiassed judgment ? Was it to

be supposed, that they could prefer the interest of their coun-

ti'y to the amassing great and splendid fortunes, or to answer

their immediate wants ? It was absurd and monstrous even

to mention or press it seriously in argument : when, therefore,

it was said, directly, or implied, that the noble lord in the blue

ribbon was a disinterested man, because he derived no im-

mediate pecuniary emolument from the transaction under con-

sideration, it betrayed great art, or a total ignorance ofhuman
nature, and of the noble lord.

It was true, the noble lord had often asserted in that

House, and, he presumed, out of it, that he never sought his

present situation ; wished not to retain it ; but to get out of

it as soon as another fit person could be got to succeed him.

Yet it was not the assertions of the noble lord, but his con-

duct, which was to weigh with the public. He had felt mor-
tifications sufficient to render any man but himself tired of his

situation ; it was therefore fair to conclude, notwithstanding

what the noble lord might pretend to the contrary, that the

love of office, and love of power, were predominant in his

mind ; so predominant, that he was ready to sacrifice every

thing in the first instance to obtain them, and every thing in

the second to keep them when obtained.

If this, then, was the real complexion of the man, and the

true texture of his lordship's mind ; if corruption begot in-

fluence, if influence begot power, and power ensured him a

continuance in office, which seemed to be the uniform and
steady object of all his pursuits,— the learned gentleman's ar-

gument was either fallacious, and meant to deceive and mis-

lead those to whom it was addressed, or it was founded in the

grossest error. The noble lord was not a disinterested man,

but for the sake ofpower and place was ready to hazard every

thing, and to secure and promote his own views by any means.

He had promised the people of England, and the country gen-

tlemen, an American revenue to lighten their burdens, when
he knew very well that it was totally impracticable ; but it was
his interest to do so. He had run the nation fifty millions in

debt, and sacrificed a hundred thousand lives in the quarrel,

^hen he was persuaded that the money would be thrown away,

and the blood of his fellow subjects spilt in vain. These were
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his promises. How far had he performed them ? The people

were oppressed with taxes beyond bearing. Every necessary

of life, or comfortable enjoyment, came doubly advanced in

price to the impoverished and half-starved consumer : under
the pretended name of luxuries, his beverage, whether small

or strong, tobacco, sugar, and all the articles which, to a

poor man, might be deemed comforts, were raised ; even

salt ; nay, the very light of heaven was denied him. In the

few moments of relaxation from toil and labour, when he
might Mdsh for the light of heaven to cheer him, his very

windows were obliged to be closed up, in order to escape the

cravings of the rapacious tax-gatherer ; and if a chink was
still left open, he understood that it was in the contemplation

of the noble lord to compel the devoted, impoverished,

though laborious and industrious man, to stop it up, by a new
tax upon the right of nature. But what of all that ? Millions

upon milHons were to be yearly lavished ; oceans of blood

Avere to be spilt ; the last shilling was to be filched, or picked

out of the pocket of the most useful part of the commu-
nity ; all Europe was to be menaced and invited to single

combat with this devoted country, and the earnings th\is

extorted were to be picked out of the pockets of the people,

to be transferred into those of the noble lord's friends ;
— and

for what ? not to recover America ;—America was given up

:

— no, but to support the noble lord's power, which depended

upon the wild and romantic expectation of subduing Ame-
rica, which was, he was persuaded, ii'recoverably lost. These
were the merits, these were the claims on which the noble

loi'd was entitled to be considered as a disinterested man !

After having been very full on the disinterestedness of the

noble lord, he entered into particulars respecting the loan,

and its distribution.

The learned gentleman had left every part of the distribu-

tion undefended, but what respected a description of men in

that House, whom he was pleased to call timid, and aff*ected

with weak nerves; he expected the noble lord would have

farther urged the plea of weak nerves. Those gentlemen, he

says, dislike clamour, have an horror to be made the subject

of public animadversion, and of being held forth in news-

papers, and other Ubellous and licentious publications. Now,
how a man could possibly be uneasy, or suffer in his feelings,

on having his conduct animadverted upon, when conscious of

acting right, not only of acting in the known capacity of a

member of that House, as had been contended for b}^ the

learned gentleman, (he meant the character of a subscriber,)

but as a friend to his country, was more than he could well

account for. It was a lawful act in the first place ; it was a
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mark of the minister's favour and regard ; it was commendable
to support government. How, then, could such public claims
of merit be supposed to affect the nerves ? It might to some
seem paradoxical, but, M'hen explained, would effect two
things : it would shew that those gentlemen's nerves were not
sb radically weak as people might be apt to imagine : it would
shew, that however conscious of their own innocence, they
dare not trust to appearances, nor meet public opinion. He
would speak out:—the truth was, that those gentlemen had
got part of the subscription under nominal or ideal names : it

was equally evident that they knew the loan vvas a bad one,

and they felt, for reasons best known to themselves, that it was
a corrupt one. They were desirous, therefore, to enjoy the

advantages, without sharing the deserved odium their conduct

would draw after it. They were persons whose characters,

though long suspected, had not been yet publicly known or

decided. They shrunk from what others equally corrupt

boldly met, who, if they had no other merit, had not the base-

ness attached to those weak nerves. They might have their

reasons too : they would go down to their constituents, those

very constituents whom they had plundered, and share the

plunder with all the pretended virtue of honest men ; and
with an air of confidence, and a sham of hypocrisy, join in

the general censm'e and resentment due to those who for place

and emolument had sold their country; while they themselves,

without any claim of merit, any duty annexed, and with a

false character, had deposited in their pockets five, or perhaps

ten times the sum that the pensioner or placem_an derived

from his grant or office.

An honourable gentleman who spoke early on the other

side, as well as the learned gentleman, talked of former admi-

nistrations, and the sources of influence the}^ possessed and
employed. The argument might be a good one upon any
other occasion but the present, for he should state a few facts,

which, he trusted, would prove beyond question, that loans or

corrupt distributions constituted no part of the influence of

the crown in those days. He was ready to admit the general

argument, but not the application. He was fully sensible

that every administration that ever had, or ever might exist in

this country, would make a difference between their friends

and adversaries, their supporters and opponents. It was a

natural consequence of political connection ; and it would be
monstrous indeed if ministei*s should set a mark upon their

friends, and cherish and favour their opponents. So far the

principle of connection and favour was justified by experience.

But when it was contended, as it had been on that day, that

be the loan ever so bad or corrupt, or its distribution ever so
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partial, the noble lord had acted right ; this was at once ac-

knowledging that the loan was so made, for the very purpose
the motion was directed to discover ; and therefore it was not
making use of an old-established source of influence, for the

strength and support of government, but creating the means
of influence never before thought of but in one sintde

instance.

He then read the bonus on the omnium at the opening of
the budgets of 1758, 1759, 1760, 1761, the last year of the
Duke of Newcastle's administration, and 1762, durino- that

of Lord Bute. The first of those years the bonus was but
1 1 on two millions, the next at i ' per cent, discount on four
millions, the third at i \, the fourth about 1 1, though twelve
millions were borrowed both years. This noble duke in all

his loans had shewn, Avhat it was the duty, and what the virtue

of a minister to observe. This was a time of war, and it was
the time which the friends of the present ministry thought
proper to select and brand with the name of extravagance

;

and yet in all these times, it was not discovered, that douceurs
on loans were among the sources of ministerial influence.

Lord Bute's loan was the first instance of abandoned extrava-

gance in this way. The principle was then introduced, and
his was the only example to be tbund in the history of this

country. At one time it rose, he believed, so high as 9 per
cent., but then it was not the terms but the extraordinary ad-
vance upon the lottery tickets, which rose to four pounds ten

shilhngs, on account that there were two lotteries that year.

Thus it was clear, that the influence created by the loan was
• of modern invention, that never operated but once, and that

partly from the reason he mentioned, and perhaps other un-
foreseen, adventitious causes.

After answering Mr. Adam very fully, and replying almost

to every thing which had been urged on the other side, he re-

commenced a second attack upon the noble lord in the blue

ribbon, reminding his lordship of having dared his honour-
able friend who seconded the motion, and now, when he ac-

cepted of the challenge, basely sneaking away, and covering

himself from opeii shame, public detection and conviction,

through the means of a servile and devoted majority. He
then recapitulated all the leading heads of his speech, and
called upon the noble lord to stand forth boldly, like a man,
and defend himself, or by his silence confess that he was fairly

convicted of having made an improvident and corrupt bar-

gain in the character of public trustee, and of having pros-

tituted the power of his office to the most abandoned, wicked,

pernicious, and dishonest purposes.
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Towards the close of the debate, a number of members, who
during the greatest part of the evening had been in the coffee

rooms adjacent, now crowded in, and called with loud and con-
tinued uproar for the question. Upon this Mr. Speaker Cornwall
rose, and called them to order. In a sensible and pointed speech,

he severely reprehended the custom. There v.ere, he said, a re-

gular set of gentlemen of a particular description, who did not
think it at all necessary to attend to any part of the debate, in

order to receive information, or judge where the merits of a ques-

tion lay, that they might decide with decency, or vote from con-
viction ; but they went to the coft'ee houses, and there spent the

whole evening, and came in towards the conclusion of the debate,

and with the utmost disorder and incivility called for the question,

and put a hasty stop to the calm deliberations of such members as

acted up to their duty, by attending seriously to the business of the

House. He hoped, as it was a practice so derogatory of the

honour and dignity of parliament, that he should not have occa-

sion again to take notice and complain of the indecency. Mr.
Turner vvas also severe on the gentlemen mIio had been enjoying

their bottle up stairs, till it was time for them to come into the

House and divide.

The House then divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

V .„rMr. Byng 1 c xt f The Earl of Lisburne 1
Y^^^

JMr. Hussey ]
163.-N0ES

>^^^^ j^,^^ j^^^^j^^^^^ j 209.

So it passed in the negative.

Sir George Savile's Motion for referring the Peti-
tion FROM THE delegated CoUNTIES, FOR A ReDRESS OF
Grievances, to a Committee of the whole House.

May 8.

'I 'HE Delegates who had been appointed by several of the asso-
- ciated counties, in order to give support and efficacy to the subject

of their former petitions to parliament for a redress of grievances,

met in London to the number of between thirty and forty. They
had themselves, as acting for their constituents, prepared a petition

to the House of Commons, in which the substance of those already

presented being compressed within a narrower compass, the mat-
ters of grievance complained of, and the redress proposed, were
brought forward into one clear point of view. But as many per-

sons, otherwise fully coinciding with their opinions, were exceed-
ingly jealous of the measure of appointing delegates, and so far

from hearing or receiving any thing from them, would not acknow-
ledge the political existence of any such body ; upon that account,

and in order to obviate the difficulties which would have been
thrown in the way upon the same ground by their declared op-
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posers, they subscribed the petition merely as individual free-

holders, without any assumption or avowal of their delegated
powers or character, although they were matters known to every
one. The petition was presented to the House, on the 2d of April,
by Mr. Buncombe, one of the representatives of the county of York,
setting forth

:

" That this nation hath been engaged for several years in a
most expensive and unfortunate war ; that many of our valuable
colonies, having actually declared themselves independent, have
formed a strict confederacy with the ancient enemies of Great
Britain ; that the consequences of these combined misfortunes
have been, a large addition to the national debt, an heavy accumu-
lation of taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, manufactures, and
land rents of the kingdom ; that, notwithstanding this calamitous
and impoverished state of the nation, much public money has been
improvidently squandered ; and that many individuals enjoy sine-

cure places, efficient places with exorbitant emoluments, and pen-
sions unmerited by public service, to a large and still increasing
amount, whence the crown has acquired a great and unconstitu-
tional influence, which, if not checked, may soon prove fatal to
the liberties of this country : and your petitioners farther shew,
that your petitioners, jointly with others, freeholders of several
counties, and electors of several cities and towns in this kingdom,
did, in the last session of the late parliament, present to the ho-
nourable House of Commons, humble petitions, requesting that
some remedy might be provided by the wisdom of parliament
against the extensive and unconstitutional influence of the crown,
and some stop might be put to the lavish expenditure of public
money : and your petitioners beg leave to state, that the matter
contained in the petitions so presented by your petitioners and
others, was taken into consideration by that honourable House;
and on due and mature deliberation that honourable House re-

solved :
' I . That it is necessary to declare, that the influence of

' the crown has increased, is increasing, and ought to be dimi-
* nished : 2. That it is competent to this House, to examine into,

,* and to correct abuses in, the expenditure of the civil list reve-
* nues, as well as in every other branch of the public revenue,
* whenever it shall appear expedient to the wisdom of this House
< so to do: 3. That it is the duty of this House, to provide, as far
* as may be, an immediate and eifectual redress of the abuses com-
* plained of in the petitions presented to this House from the
* different counties, cities, and towns, in this kingdom :' and your
petitioners beg leave farther to state, that before that honourable
House had effected that diminution of the influence of the crown,
and had provided an effectual redress of the grievances complained
of in the said petitions, the said parliament of Great Britain was,

by his majesty's royal proclamation, dissolved : your petitioners,

therefore, on behalf of themselves and others their fellow subjects,

who joined with your petitioners in the said petitions, appealing

to the justice of this honourable House, do most earnestly request,

both for the relief of the subject and the safety of the constitution,

that this honourable House will proceed to enquire by what means
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that diminution of the influence of the crown may be obtained,

which the last House of Commons declai-ed to be necessary ; and
that this honourable House will proceed to examine into all the

branches of the expenditure of the public money : and also to

enquire what expences can be retrenched by an abolition of sine-

cure or unnecessary places, by a reformation in respect of pensions

unmerited by public services, and by a reduction of the exorbitant

emoluments of office ; and that the produce be appropriated to the

necessities of the state, in such manner as to the wisdom of par-

liament shall seem meet." The petition continued upon the table

until the recovery of Sir George Savile, who was to proceed with

the business. On the 8th of May, Sir George introduced his

motion for referring the petition to a committee, with a speech of

very considerable length, in which, with his usual accuracy and
comprehension, he stated the causes, progress, and history of

petitions without doors, with the reception they met, and the

effect which they produced within
;
particularly reciting the reso-

lutions of the last parliament, on the 6th of April 1780, which
afforded so clear a sanction to the complaints of the people, and
by which that House was pledged to a speedy redress of their

grievances. The motion of commitment meeting with a strong

and determined opposition, and being no less vigorously and ably

supported, all the arguments pro and con, that had hitherto been
used upon the subject of petitions, grievances and redress, with all

those that could now be thought of, were repeated or brought for-

ward ; the whole being blended with new matter, relative to the

powers assumed by the delegates; which, though not properly

within the line of debate, as they did not appear in that capacity

with respect to the petition, was, however, continually pressed into

notice by those who opposed the motion. The debate was long,

and exceedingly interesting ; several constitutional points, with

respect to the interference of the people, and the powers of govern-

ment, were ably and fully discussed. The motion was principally

opposed by Mr. Rawlinson, Sir Horace Mann, Colonel Roberts,

Lord Fielding, Mr. Courtenay, Mr. RoUe, Sir Francis Basset, The
Solicitor-General for Scotland Mr. Alexander Murray, Sir William
Dolben, and the Attorney and Solicitor-General. It was sup-

ported by Mr. Duncombe, Mr. F. Honeywood, General Burgoyne,
Mr. Byng, Mr. Thomas Townshend, Mr. Powys, Sir H. Hoghton,
Sir George Yonge, Mr. Martin, Mr. Harrison, Mr. ^llderman Saw-
bridge, Lord Maitland, Mr. Fox, Mr. Dunning, Mr. Turner, and
Lord Surry. When Sir William Dolben sat down,

Mr. Fox rose, and in a speech of considerable length, ad-
verted to every argument that had been advanced in oppo-
sition to the motion, with a power of argument and eloquence

peculiar to himself. He observed, that the arguments made
use of, by those who opposed the motion of his honourable

friend below him, were equally novel and unanswerable ; for

no man knew how to meet them ; they having assumed such

a diversity of shapes and forms, and so many observations had

10
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fallen in the course of the debate, totally extraneous to the

subject matter; but which, by a curious species of logic,

had been made to apply to the motion, and, in the appre-

hensions of those who made them, were deemed to be decisive

of the question.

It has been argued by some, said he, that the public

money has been, and is faithfully, expended ; by others, that

the influence of the crown is not increased, and of course

ought not to be diminished. By a third description, it is

acknowledged, that oeconomy is necessary, and that the pub-
lic expenditure may be improved ; but that measures are now
taking for that purpose, and our interference is therefore un-

necessary. Others again say, that the meeting of the dele-

gates was illegal, and that those who composed it are pu-

nishable. It has been allowed, that the meeting might be

innocent, but it was the conduct of the persons who asso-

ciated which rendered it criminal. Another description of

persons say, the present petition is premature, because the

principal object of redr^s is in the hands of the commissioners

of accounts ; and above all, it has been warmly pressed, that

the persons, whose names are signed to the petition, come
here in disguise, in the character or capacity of freeholders

and citizens ; whereas they are in fact delegates : if delegates,

their petition ought not to be sent to a committee of the

whole House, because they have usurped the rights of that

House and the legislature at large : if freeholders, they are

too few in number to deserve the attention of that House

;

and finally, however few or insignificant, that they have trans-

gressed an act of parliament, because the petition is signed

with more than twenty names.

This, lie said, was but an abridged state of that torrent of

eloquence and reasoning which had that night been urged in

the course of the debate. However unequal to the task, he

would endeavour to give each of those objections a separate

and distinct answer, and make such observations in proceed-

ing, as might suggest themselves to him, in reply to the very

numerous miscellaneous remarks which were blended or con-

nected with those arguments he had already enumerated. He
would not undertake to answer them in the order they were

urged, but would have recourse to his memory, merely as the

points might arise in his mind.

It was urged, with great seeming weight, and studied

plausibility, that the petitioners Came to that House in dis-

guise ; for although they pretended to be the men they really

were, namely, the freeholders and citizens of the places

within which they were resident, they were in fact dele-

gates ; therefore their prayer- or petition was not to be en-
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tei tained in that House. Why so ? because they considered

themselves paramount to the House itself, and meditated the

subversion of the constitution. The proof was perfectly

equal to the reasoning which accompanied it. The peti-

tioners were delegates, because, though the delegates meant

and thought themselves competent to controul the legislature,

the petitioners did not, but prayed relief from their represen-

tatives in ])arliament.

So far the proof of their being delegates was overturned.

The committees, associations, and delegates, wish the sub-

version of the constitution, say those who argue in this stile

;

the petitioners, on the contrary, acknowledge the sovereign

and omnipotent power of parliament, and come to it for re-

dress; consequently their political principles are not the

same; or those, who have charged the delegates with such

tenets, have purposely or ignorantly misunderstood, or mis-

represented them. Besides the fallacy of this mode of argu-

ing, he v/ould just point out the absurdity which it involved

;

for, if the argument was a good one to-day it was no less

so yesterday. Why entertain the petition at all ; or, having

entertained it, why object upon that ground ? If the peti-

tioners were delegates, and on that account ought not to

be heard, they should have been told so in the first instance

;

for most clearly, if it was improper to refer the petition to

a committee, it was equally so to receive it when first pre-

sented.

The present petition was precisely the same as many of

diose presented last year, and substantially the same with

those upon which the House had come 'to the three resolu-

tions, voted by a great and respectable majority of that House
on the 6th of April, 1780. The House then resolved, what

has now been controverted, or expressly denied, by almost

every person who had spoken on the other side. The ho-

nourable gentleman who spoke last, (Sir W. Dolben,) with

whom he had the pleasure of dividing on that night, said, the

petition was premature ; for the commission of accounts had

been instituted in consequence of the petitions. Granting,

for a minute, the fact and consequence to be true ; surely, the

giving redress respecting the expenditure of^ public money, by
no means came up to the pi'ayer of the petitions, nor the re-

solution of the 6th of April last year ; which affirms, without

reserve, " that the influence of the crown had increased,

was increasing, and ought to be diminished ;" nor with the

concluding resolution, which asserts, " that it is the duty of

this House to provide an immediate and effectual redress of

the grievances complained of in the said petitions."
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This argument, he acknowledged, only applied to such as

voted for the resokitions of the 6th of April; while with
those, who were of opinion then of the impropriety of com-
ing to that vote, and those who had since that period come
into parliament, it was quite otherwise; but until the gen-
tlemen then and now in parliament, who voted AA'ith him on
the 6th of April, pubhcly recanted, and assigned the motives
for their change of sentiment, he had every good ground of
persuasion that they would continue to maintain th&ir former
opinions.

While he was on this part of the subject, hs could not
avoid taking some notice of what had fallen from a noble
lord, who spoke early (Lord Fielding). It gave him pleasure

to, perceive a person of his rank, at so early a period of life,

turn his attention to matters of a public nature, and of public

interest. He had another reason for being well pleased, as

it gave him an opportunity of informing the noble lord of

some circumstances which might have escaped his notice;

and consequently, which might have led him to draw con-
clusions which were not founded. The noble lord laid it

down, as a matter not to be controverted, that the pi-esent

minister and his measures were supported, not by the arts

of corruption, not by the effect or operation of hopes and
fears on different men's minds, respecting place and emolu-
ment, but by a most respectable independent body of men of

landed property, who supported government upon principle

and conviction, namely, the country gentlemen. No man
liad a higher respect or veneration for this description of men
than he had. He knew their value; he loved, he revered

them. He was bound to them by sentiment as well as opi-

nion. People wera always prejudiced, as it were, in favour

of those who thought and acted v/ith them. He was bound
to them by affection, and it was with infinite pleasure he
beheld, upon that memorable night, the 6th of April, that

out of the whole body he missed but two or three who *dii-

fered, he presumed, from their brethren, upon motives per-

fectly justifiable in their origin. He had every reason to

believe that they were actuated by opinion, and not by ser~

vility. lliey might entertain an idea that the propositions

were untrue, or the time unseasonable, for the reforiji ; and,

possessing those sentiments, they were not wrong in avov/ing

them. He made no doubt, let the event of the division be

what it might, that he should be accompanied by persons of

this description into the lobby, by the whole body of country-

gentlemen, a few excepted, who might continue with the

minister upon principle.

vov J. a



338 PETITION FOR REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES. [May 8.

The noble lord's idea was, however, a good one, nor was
it without an intended effect. On questions where the
strength of both parties was nearly equal, a few votes were
valuable, and the importance given to certain persons who
might wish to rank themselves with so respectable a body was
flattering. It sounded well, after arranging both sides of the

House under the banners of party, to say that the honest,

independent, and truly respectable part of the House threw
their weight into the scale of the minister, and made him
successful.

But he begged the noble lord to believe him that the cas^

was exactly the reverse. It was the trained bands, under
the well-known command of the muster-master-general, to

borrow a term from his lordship, who carried every question

in that House ; it was those who were in possession of great

emoluments, of pensions and inefficient places: it was the

contractors, whose profits within a single year amounted to

almost a princely fortune ; it was the subscribers to the loan ;

it was the man who could make thousands in a morning, by
writing his name or being listed in the minister's loan ; it

was these men who in the midst of national misfortune and
of public calamity, in the distress of a ruined commerce
and of multiplied taxation, a depopulated kingdom and a

dismembered empire, were amassing fortunes by their ser-

vility, and growing rich by the support of measures which
made other people poor. Tliese formed the motley group
which the noble lord was pleased to honour with the appel-

lation of country gentlemen. It was the men whose names
were concealed in the minister's hst of the loan, as well as

those whose " strength of nerves" emboldened them to stand

forward as the receivers of eleven per cent, on the amount of

their subscription. He was sorry that the honourable gentle-

man who spoke lately under the gallery, (Mr. Courtenay,) had
so much reason to complain that his part of the subscription

was not larger. There was no man better entitled to it, for

the minister profited by the strength of those nerves which
served him both as pastime and support. These were the

men who decided every question in that House.
Who could be surprised that the muster-master-general,

should have proved so victorious in the course of his several

parliamentary campaigns ? Who could be surprised, for in-

stance, that he should prove victorious that night, however
improbable, considering the expected issue in a light merely

abstracted, unless he should have recourse to his memory ?

Jn that event he must recollect that upon a loan of twelve

millions, one million had been snatched out of the pockets
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of the public, to be deposited—where? why, to be transfer-

red into the pockets of this new description of country gen-

tlemen ; that only two days ago, three millions and a half had
been voted without account into the pockets of a few favourite

contractors ; and that twenty millions was the annual expen-

diture, the profits on which were regularly divided among his

friends and supporters.

The use made of the name of the country gentlemen by the

noble lord, put him in mind of the glory obtained by the seve-

ral branches of the Hcuse of Bourbon : the Prince of Conde,

while a stripling, is made general of an army ; he defeats his

enemies ; his fame blazes like a meteor ; he is held forth as a

great officer ; and his military knowledge is said to be intui-

tive ; the blood of Bourbon is the cause of his success ! But
is this the real cause ? No ; is it not known that he is put at

tho head ofan army, veteran, and disciplined, enured to arms;

and thai he owed it to the knowledge and experience of his

officers, the bravery and military valour of his troops ? Shall

we, then, ascribe the victories of a minister in parliament to

the country gentlemen ? Shall we say that the most valuable,

independent, and upright members of the community would

contribute to their own and their country's ruin ? The idea

is absurd. Every member of this House, who gives himself

the trouble of attention, sees that it is not to the country gentle-

men, but to that formidable band of agents, contractors, pen-

sioners, and dependents, to which the muster-master-general

owes his success. These are the men, who, to raise a reve-

nue, gave their sanction to the war with our colonies. No
sooner had they done so than, actuated by timidity and irre-

solution, they abandoned first the revenue, and then the

dominion ; nay, so unsteady was their conduct that they again

changed their measures, and adopted that plan which has

involved the country in ruin and distress. He would venture

to affirm, that there was hardly a member of this House who
would seriously maintain that America could be recovered by

force ofarms; even administration themselves from experience

knew it to be impossible. Could there be any reason, then,

for the prosecution of a war which aiforded no prospect of

success ? None, but in the mean and sordid motives of ava-

rice and self-interest, which evidently actuate the minister

and all that numerous herd of placemen and pensioners who
lived by his smiles, and were supported by his power. Was
it to be supposed that a minister influenced by such principles

would abdicate his office ? or that his adherents would abaji-

don their interests ? No ; such an event w^s rather to b?

hoped than expected ; his safety depended on his continuance

in office, ^nd the moment he retreated he w^ undone. The
^ 2 ' '
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condition under which he acts was positive ; it was determined
that the wealth of this country should be dissipated, the blood
of our fellow-citizens spilt— to what purpose? merely to sup-

port his power and that of his adherents.

The honourable gentleman then endeavoured to shew the

absurdity of the arguments made use of against his honour-
able friend's motion. Before he should descend to particulars, ^

he thought proper to avow that he was a delegate ; and al-

though he had not petitioned as a delegate, he should not

have come to that House for redress, if he had not acted in

that capacity ; the truth was, that he and several other gen-
tlemen were of opinion that the petition should have been
signed and presented by them as delegates, while others,

equally persuaded of the legality of the measure, objected to

it for this reason ; that although the propriety of presenting

the petition was almost universally acknowledged by the

House, yet that of forming associations and appointing dele-

gates was not. They were apprehensive that if the peti-

tioners should come to parliament as delegates, their petition

would lose some part of that support so necessary to give it

success, as gentlemen were not perfectly agreed on the doc-
trine, and even good men might differ on a point depending
upon opinion. On that ground he gave up his original

intention out of deference to the opinion of those with whom
he acted; not out of apprehension of danger: he was per-

suaded there could be none; though no lawyei", he under-

stood it to be law, that whatever rights he possessed as an.

individual he might delegate to another, if not restrained by
some positive law or restrictive usage; and that whatever

power he, as principal, could legally exercise, his substitute

was equally entitled to the same.

He could not help expressing his astonishment at what he
had heard in the course of that evening: it was said, that

acting as a delegate he could not come forward as an indivi-

dual, or being considered as a delegate, the petition could not

be accepted. The former he presumed was out of the ques-

tion ; the latter had been frequently answered : the argument
amounted to this, that because he" met, as a delegate fi-om

the citizens of Westminster, the delegates from the county-

meetings, he was not Charles Fox, a citizen of, but a dele-

gate from, the city of Westminster. This was surely reason-

ing in a most extravagant manner. He would demonstrate

its absurdity by an allusion of a familiar kind, and which

would explain his sense of such a solemn mockery of

common sense : should he call upon a person about business,

and after announcing himself, it should be ansAvered, " I do
not know you as Charles Fox; I know you only as one of

the representatives for the city of Westminster ; you may be
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Charles Fox, but if you are, I cannot speak to you on the

subject, because I knew you before ,as a member of parliament

only." This would be a very extraordinary kind of conduct

;

but it is upon such grounds they have attempted to defeat the

object of this petition : we know, say they, that the persons

who ,have signed this petition are freeholders and citizens ;

but we also know that they have acted as delegates from

the associated counties ; consequently, we shall consider them

in a character in which they do not come before us, and

by this means exclude them from relief, and deny them

that character which would at least entitle them to a hear-

ing, and to a full investigation of the grounds of their com-

plaint.

He observed, that those who were called upon to maintain

the propriety of the present motion, for sending the petition

to a committee, were extremely unfortunate. In the instance

of last year, when petitions were signed by four or five thou-

sand names ; and when those petitions were crowding in from

every corner of the kingdom, what was the language ? that

the petitioners were so numerous as to create an alarm in that

House ; that their meetings were tumultuous, and might tei*-

minate in commotions ; that they ought to be discouraged,

and even suppressed ; that parliament were the exclusive

judges of existence of grievances, and of the relief to be

granted. Now, a very different language was held ; it was now
said, that the petition ought not to be attended to, because

out of the great body of the people of England only thirty-

four names had appeared at the end of it : and that even

these had been procured by the artifices of a faction, whose

grievances were imaginary, but to whose complaints there

was no end ; so that whatever way the argument was shaped,

the answer was ready, that the object of the petition might be
defeated. Last year the petitioners were too numerous and
formidable to be listened to ; now they are too few and insig-

nificant. Oh! (say some gentlemen) the malcontents are not

petitioners, they are delegates ; if they were petitioners, they

would be worthy of attention ; but when last year they were
petitioners and not delegates, they afforded just cause of ap-
prehension for the quiet and safety of the kingdom. The com-
mencement of the troubles in the reign of Charles I. had
been resorted to in the present case as a precedent : now
however, when every pretence for apprehension was ground-
less, these few individuals were meditating, in secret, the

subversion of government and the destruction of the con-
' stitution.

But as, in the first instance, these apprehensions were ima-

ginary, he would now inform these gentlemen, who held the

Z3
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petitioners in so contemptible a light, that they were then, as

well as now, equally mistaken, either through ignorance or

design. The petitioners of the year 1780 were not actuated

by the motives of faction or sedition ; neither were the

present petitioners so very insignificant as they were held

forth to be. They represented the sentiments of eight

great counties, which in number and property contained a

majority of the whole kingdom; and he would venture to

say, that of those counties, who did not petition, a majority

would be found who were congenial in their political senti-

ments.

An honourable gentleman, who spoke lately under the

gallery, (Mr. Courtenay,) said, that in every government of

a mixed or popular form, the middle rank of people were

those whose voice ought to be more especially attended to

:

they were the true echo of the nation; that, equally sepa-

rated from the contagious influence of a court and the temp-

tations of indigence, they were placed in a situation which

commands respect and attention. This was an observation

that indeed carried an appearance of truth and plausibility

;

but which experience, even so far as it applied to himself,

proved to be totally fallacious. The sense of the people, or

great body of the nation, was, in his opinion, the true

criterion by which public opinion could be fairly deter-

mined. The people were now as well as then for the petitions,

and he proved it by the most convincing of arguments, that

of experiment.

He had been called upon by the citizens of Westminster

in a very particular manner, before he had the honoin' to re-

present them in parliament. He was called to their public

meetings, and was in consequence of that temporary connec-

tion, deputed by them to present a petition to that House.

Having complied with their request, he presented a petition

signed with live thousand names.* He was farther invited to

represent them in parliament at the next general election : he

promised he would offer his services when an opportunity

should present itself. A premature dissolution soon after

taking place, the moment arrived when it became necessary

for him to consult his friends and to weigh the probability of

success against the numerous obstacles which stood in his way.

Some of his friends spoke to him in what they deemed the

language of prudence, that although five thousand people had
made choice of him to present their petition to parliament, he

would find it a difficult matter to procure the sufKrages of so

* Seep. 249.
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great a number. They urged to him the powerful opposition

meditated against him. They said enough to deter or dis-

courage him from offering himself a candidate, but he knew
the people ; he persevered, and success was the consequence

;

for notwithstanding the great, natural, and family interest he

had to encounter ; notwithstanding the whole weight of ad-

ministration thrown into the opposite scale; he, or rather

the people, triumphed over every obstacle and every combi-

nation that was formed against him.

This was the consequence of the support of the people pro-

perly so called ; they could not be bribed nor seduced ; they

were not to be corrupted nor deceived : nothing was left un-

tried ; it was a favourite object ; but all the attempts made to

defeat his election proved abortive. He was not supported by

what is called the great, or what the honourable gentleman

under the gallery, called the middle class, but by the people

iat large, coming within all descriptions. And the motive

which principally induced him to mention these circum-

stances, was, to shew that the people were friends to the

petitions ; for, besides ministerial power and family connec-

tion, no art was left unassayed to disparage and lessen him iu

the eyes of the people : but how was this done ? Not a sylla-

ble relative to his having been an associator or a petitioner

;

no, his antagonist knew too well that such a charge as that

would prove the strongest recommendation ; that charge was

carefully avoided, but a charge of a very different nature was

urged against him. It was said, he had voted for taking off

some of the disabilities and severities inflicted on Roman Ca-

tholics, by the nth s:nd 12th of William III. Not a word

of petitions ; his crime was, that he had been a favourer of

popery. If, wishing to prevent men from being punished for

speculative opinions respecting religious matters were a crime,

he gloried in the guilt, supposed to arise from acknowledg-

ing such an accusation. He certainly voted for that bill ; and

when a most tumultuous, outrageous, and daring mob, came

to the doors of that House, to overawe parliament, and com-

pel that House to a repeal of that act, he was one of the first

,who set his face against so daring an outrage. He was equally

happy now, upon recollection, that he was likewise one who
divided in a majority with the minister, in support of a bill

for putting that matter upon a clear, equitable, and perma-

nent footing.

Yet, after eveiy means used to lessen him in the opinion of

his present constituents, he prevailed. His being a friend and

promoter of the petitions, proved a sufficient recommendation,

and he was satisfied that the same spirit directed the conduct

t)f the people in «very other part of the kingdom. He woulil

z 4
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appeal to every gentleman present, who stood in the same
predicament with himself, if they did not find themselves

successful in proportion as they had proved friendly to the

petitions. He was convinced it was so ; he had made every

possible inquiry which could enable him to make a just esti-

mate of the sense of the nation ; and he had learned that for-

tune and success had uniformly attended those candidates,

where a freedom of choice remained with the electors, who had
been the promoters or supporters of their petitions.

The noble lord who spoke early, observed, that the question

was totally changed; since the last year, associations and com.-

mittees appeared, not only in a speculative light, as tending

to mischief, but had actually produced those mischiefs which

had been so frequently predicted by several gentlemen in that

House. The mischiefs he meant were the daring, dangerous

riots or insurrections in the month of June; which, from their

complexion and ob^ous tendency, were directed to the sub-

version of all government, to dissolve the constitution, and
overturn all law.

He was ready to agree with the noble lord in his descrip-

tion of the riots, nay, to execrate, in the strongest terms,

every single step taken in that transaction, as well as to con-

demn the ministers, who were in fact, no matter whether by
design, ignorance, or neglect, the real authors. Indeed, if

mere appearances, in the first instance, and consequences in

the second, were to govern men's opinions, a man, without

being charged with an ill-founded suspicion, would be entitled

to say, that they were the premeditated autliors of all those

horrid mischiefs which had been perpetrated by that execrable

and horrid banditti. As he proceeded, he should assign his

reasons why ministers, at least, in this point of view, as per-

sons interested in the event, might be well suspected : at pre-

sent he shoidd content himself with urffins; the charge ofmere
ignorance and criminal neglect.

A noble lord, not at present a member of that House, was

permitted with impunity, day after day, to use a language

which, he would venture to affirm, was never before permitted

to be used in a British or English House of Parliament, so

long as the constitution was supposed to exist, or the three

branches of the legislature were permitted, or not controuled

by external force. It was not disorderly to mention the noble

lord to whom he alluded : he meant Lord George Gordon.

That noble lord not only pointed out what he thought, under

the then existing circumstances ought to be done, on certain

great questions of law and policy, but what, as far as he was

able, he meant to carry into execution or meditated. His

predictions Avere strictly verified. The noble lord was as
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good as his word. He told that Mouse, if they did not ac-

quiesce in his pohtical opinions, that a certain class of people,

whose director and whose mouth he was, would take the go-

vernment into their own hands, and deal out that redress to

themselves which ministers and the majority of that House
professed an intention to deny.

The noble lord, in almost every debate, for months to-

gether, held out a repetition of this language, and a succes-

sion of threats. Was not this endeavouring to overawe the

legislature ? Was not this attempting, so liir as it went, to

. subvert the constitution ? Ministers, nevertheless, remained
• silent and inactive. If these had been the reveries of an un-
supported individual, ministers might have some apology

;

-but the fact was, and it appeared by the journals of the

House, that there were great numbers, both in the metro-

polis, and in several parts of the kingdom, who united

. strictly in sentiment and opinion with the noble lord;

yet all this time ministers seemed to be in a state of indif-

ference to what was passing ; they gave themselves no
trouble, but seemed to be v/aiting for the event, either as if

they wished for it, or were totally regardless of the conse-

quences.

Immediately before that fatal event took place, an incident

happened, which took from them all apology or pretence
;

for the noble lord so often alluded to, published an adver-

tisement in all the newspapers, wherein the great outline of

his intended plan was faithfully delineated. He invited all

the Protestant Associators, to the number of several thousands,

to meet him, not in a house, or hall, but in St. George's-

fields ! His reason was curious; for, besides confirming what
he had so often foretold, that the protestant associating pe-

titioners, by their own power and number, would redress

themselves, and compel parliament to comply with the prayer

of their petition, his lordship observed emphatically, that

there was no hall in the metropolis capable of holding forty

thousand men. Three days successively did this advertise-

ment appear, but still ministers slept. The day arrived

;

the petitioners, and the rabble who joined them, came down
to the doors of that House, and fully and strictly verified his

lordship's repeated predictions ; and that House was no more
—parliament was no more; for he was convinced that

there was nothing that those rioters could have asked, at the

moment alluded to, which would not have been innncdiately

granted. Providence had ordered it otherwise ; for certainly,

such was the then state of things, that it was the interposi-

tion of Providence alone which could have rescued this

country from total and inevitable ruin. The moment was
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critical ; the people, stunned and astonished, began to recol-

lect and recover their senses ; they perceived the danger at

hand, which ministers should have in time averted, and a
combination of subsequent circumstances, of the most for-

tunate nature, united to save this seemingly devoted land.

Riots of the most unheard-of nature broke out in almost

every quarter of the town ; such, he believed, as never be-

fore broke out in any civilised countr}', in which the very

mob got uppermost, and directed their savage attacks against

every thing great, good, and respectable ; against the sove-

reign power ; the two deliberative branches of the legisla-

ture ; the laws ; and the magistrates appointed to administer

justice in its highest as well as lowest forms. He would not

enter into particulars ; it would be painful ; it would be mor-
tifying. It was sufficient to observe, that part of this Gothic

and inhuman rage was directed against his honourable firiend

below him, who made the motion ; and that by the most un-
provoked collection of lawless ruffians, and incendiary vil-

lains, he believed, that ever before disgraced any society since

the first establishment of civil polity.

The noi)le lord's language, who had spoken early, niight

be applicable at a former period, when men's minds were agi-

tated with hopes, fears, resentments, and vague suspicions ;

but he confessed he was astonished to hear liis lordship draw,

from a single fact, two conclusions direct or implied, which
the fact by no means warranted. First, that the riots were

the offspring of the petitions ; and, secondly, that the mis-

chiefs which were committed by the rioters, were a good
ground for discouraging petitions in times to come. In the

first place, he would tell the noble lord, if he was still ig-

norant, that no man more sincerely abhoiTed and detested the

conduct of the rioters than the promoters and friends of the

petitions, both within and without doors; that they were

marked out by this banditti as the objects of resentment, as

much, if not more than even ministers themselves ; and that

so far from hurtuiff their interests as candidates m the several

counties, cities, and towns which they wished to represent,

the fact was directly the reverse ; for the petitioners, almost

to a man, succeeded ; while it was known to the constituents,

who sent them to this House, that both equally jomed in a
just abhorrence and detestation of those lawless ruffians, whose

object was not reformation, but a dissolution or subversion of

all government, and consequent anarchy, plunder, conflagra-

tion, confusion, and ruin.

He would not say that the noble lord, who was the inno-

cent or criminal first mover in those horrid outrages and Go-
thic barbarities, had any design; nor whether motives of
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a very criminal nature might not be concealed under it ; but
certainly suspicions were entertained that he had been set

upon this business by ministers, in order to strengthen the

hands of government, then trembling and feeble. He did

not look so far, and therefore formed his opinion upon prima
facie evidence, that the noble lord was in earnest; but still

he could not help observing, whether there was any commu-
nication or not between the noble lord and any of the heads
of administration, because the friends of the same admini-
stration now contended, that the delegates, or petitioning re-

presentatives, of so respectable a body of the freeholders

of England, are, if not directly threatened for assembling and*
acting as delegates, charged, at least, with the commission
of a crime for so doing ; and toi^d, that they are amenable to

the law for that conduct, and ultimately liable to punish-

ment, though the advertisement alluded to, and the assembling

in St. George's-fields, in consequence of that invitation,

was what the ministry and the crown lawyers have since call-

ed levj'ing war within the realm, which they afterwards woi'ked

up into a specific charge of high treason. When he said

this, he did not mean to be understood as subscribing to this

crown or ministerial law doctrine ; on the contrary, it was
clearly his opinion, that it was not founded : he only mention-

ed the circumstance, in order to shew in how much higher fa-

vour the noble lord stood with administration than the peti-

tioners did in behalf of a majority of the freeholders of Eng-
land. The noble lord, according to this ministerial doctrine

of constructive treason, might meditate and announce an in-

tent to commit treason, or actually commit it, so far as the in-

tention could constitute the crime ; while the present petition-

el's were in a manner proscribed for no other reason, than

because they had presented a petition to that House signed by
more than twenty names.

He should now go back, and make an observation or two
upon what fell fi'om the noble lord, so often alluded to. The
noble lord said, the riots had secured to the minister a deci-

sive majority in that House, particularly against any motion

for reformation in the state, or innovation in the constitution,

on account of the fatal consequences which the riots pro-

duced ; and that men in power had displayed equal wisdom
and vigour, in suppressing those commotions, as well as mo-
deration in the exercise of that additional power with which

the public preservation had necessarily vested them. The first

assertion he had already fully answered, by demonstrating,

that it was not the friends of the petitions who had any hand,

directly or indirectly, in fomenting or committing the riots,

but the ministers, by their shameful neglect and inattention,
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or from worse motives ; and as to their wisdom or moderation,

they were, he presumed, entitled to very little merit; or, if any
at all, only that species or degree of merit which a careless or

mischievous servant v/ould be entitled to claim, who had per-

mitted his master's house to take fire, and afterwards exerted

himself in effecting its extinction ; or perhaps the simile would
be more fit and applicable, if he should say, a servant who
had wantonly set his master's house on fire, in order to esta-

blish a claim of favour, in proving his ability and skill in after-

wards stifling it.

That the riots were a fortunate circumstance for this coun-
try he denied ; on the contrary, it could never be recollected

without a mixture of horror and regret : but he was ready to

allow, that it was a most fortunate circumstance for ministers.

At the moment that those riots commenced, administration

were crumbling to pieces ; and if they had been protracted, or

had not happened, it must have sufered certain dissolution,

as they would not have dared to meet the then parliament

again, nor ventured to call a new one.

After having dwelt some time upon the circumstance that

the breaking out of the riots operated to the political salvation

of the minister, he next turned his attention to the imputed
wisdom and popularity of the present administration. In con-

tradiction to the first, he gave a correct outline, upon a
small scale, from which it appeared that all our misfortunes

were owing to the misconduct and fatal obstinacy of the

king's servants, and as to their popularity, the pretence to

any claim of that kind was out of the question. It was evi-

dent, he said, that they were equally mistrusted and despised,

not only by the people at large, but what was more, by all the

first characters in the two military professions, the navy and
army, which presented a most melancholy and alarming as-

pect ; because it involved this consequence, that when those

appointed to deliberate, and those appointed to execute, were
separated by distrust and want of mutual confidence, it was
almost impossible that any measures should succeed, at least

succeed to any happy or fortunate extent. Situated as this

nation was, we required the most able heads to deliberate,

and the most skilful hands to execute ; but if men of the first

talents in the profession were driven from the service, or dis-

couraged from entering into it ; if the moderate men felt this

•discouragement, nay, if the very avowed friends of govern-

ment declined service^ conscious that they could neither

miderstand nor obey the orders or instructions under which

they were to act ; or, having obeyed them, that they were

sure to stand unprotected by their principals, and be liable

to public disgrace ; where was the man romantic enough,

however warm or zealous in his country's cause, who
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would dare to face such a variety of risques and difficulties,

and that scarcely without the hope of being able to balance

them by rendering the state any material service ? It was
out of nature—no such character could be found. He would
however mention one exception, but that exception stood

upon peculiar ground,—he meant the gallant and foitunate

-admiral now in the West Indies, Sir George Rodney, of
whose high and meritorious services too much could not pos-

sibly be said ; a man to whom his country owed every senti-

ment which gratitude and just admiration of his profession,

.skill, and indefatigable labours, could suggest. But it was
well known through what channel, and by what means that

officer was called into the service of his country ; he had a
near relation in administration ; he w^ould not say that was
.the channel, but he believed it was pretty well understood

that he was not the choice ofthe noble lord at the head of the

admiralty.

He then, with great severity, attacked the whole body of

ministers, and said he begged leave to make one exception,

though the person meant was not in that but the other House.
As an honourable gentleman justly observed, early in the de-

bate, a man's independence was not to be measured by the

greatness of his fortune, or the number of his acres, but by
the frame and texture of his mind ; by his disregard of trifles,

or matters of little value, when weighed against public virtue.

The man to whom he alluded, the Lord Chancellor, came
within that description. He was able; he was honest; and
he possessed a noble and independent mind. He was the

only person who formed a part of the present administration

entitled to the character. His reception and situation among
his colleagues might be easily guessed. They hated him for

his virtues ; they envied him for his abihties ; they teazed and
thwarted him ; they took every occasion to make his situation

uneasy. But from his own great mental resources his spirit

broke forth, expressive of the injuries intended, and the con-

tempt in which he held them.

The honourable gentleman under the gallery, (Mr. Courte-

nay,) who possessed the happy knack of perceiving every

object in all points of view but its true one, had, in his pe-

culiar stile of ridicule, though by the gi-ossest perversion of

common reasoning and common sense, concluded, that those

whom he stiled Opposition, or with whom he had the honour
usually to vote and divide, always exulted when bad news
was received ; because the more adverse our affiiirs turned out,

the more unfortunate we were, the more likely the credit of
the ministers would be affected, and of course the greater pro-

bability there would be of a change of administration. Now,
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if the honourable gentleman had been in the least acquainted

with the subject, he would have drawn conclusions of a di-

rectly opposite nature from the same facts : he would have

argued, that the more unfortunate and disastrous we were,

the greater hkelihood there was of the present set of men
remaining in office. It was their blunders, misconduct, and
misfortunes, which had proved their best recommendation.

In proportion to each, their support and power had increased,

and if any just or certain estimate could be at all made, or

drawn from experience, as soon as the public affairs came to

be wisely or successfully administered, from that very moment
their power, consequence, and existence, as ministers, would
be at an end.

He expressed his astonishment, that gentlemen, particularly

such of them as had sat for any considerable time in parlia-

ment, should have so far mistaken its true nature and essence.

It was obsei'ved, with much decent solemnity, that the last

parliament was no more ; and that the present differed from
it in many of its features, and in none more than upon the

question now before the House, respecting petitions and a

redress of grievances. He differed widely from those gentle-

men who reasoned in that manner. He had sat in the first

session of the last parliament, and he well remembered the

temper of the House, and the decided, nay, very extraordinary

majorities, by which the minister carried almost every ques-

tion. He had lived long enough after to see the opinion of

the House nearly in equilibrio upon the presumed merit or

demerit of the same minister. He was a witness to the same
House, resolving, that the influence of the crouTi had in-

creased, was increasing, and ought to be diminished; and
that it was the duty of the House to give immediate and
effectual redress to the grievances of the people. These
were some of the leading features of the last parliament.

When, therefore, gentlemen drew conclusions from the de-

clared sense of the House, in the fu'st session of a new par-

liament, he wished to remind them that many things hap-

pened in the first session of a new parliament, which perhaps,

did not convey its present sentiments, much less held out a

pledge to ministers that the prevailing sentiments of the time

were genuine, or promised to be permanent.

In the heat of contest, in the diversity of opinion, it was
impossible to speak with certainty and precision. He doubted

not, but some who voted in the last parliament might have

had their particular reasons on both sides of the question

;

but, making all fair allowances, he looked upon himself en-

titled to say, that whether the resolutions of the last session

were owing to its verging towards its natural demise, and

14
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those of the present session orbing to their being rendered for

seven years independent of their constituents, still a great,

numerous, and respectable bodj' of men stood forth the cham-
pions of the people and the supporters of the popular cause

:

the same men, who had remained unshaken in the most mor-
tifying, unpleasant, and discouraging situations, would, when-
ever occasion rendered it necessary, act in any other ca-

pacity, which the voice of the people, the urgency of the

times, or a call of duty, might render necessary. Their re-

solution, their manliness, their perseverance, had been mani-
fested in their senatorial capacity so often, that it would be
needless to dwell upon the subject, or enter into particulars.

The same mind, the same sentiments, the same stile of think-

ing and acting, would suit itself to every proper occasion

which might present itself. The persons he alluded to acted

from conviction, from a sense of duty ; they were neither to

be frightened, seduced, misled, nor corrupted. The same
fortitude which had carried them through so many trying

situations, fitted them for scenes of greater activity and more
personal hazard. His honourable friend, (General Burgoyne,)

who had expressed himself so nobly, in the early part of the

debate, had almost precluded him from avov/ing his own par-

ticular sentiments; but as he was on the subject, he thought

he could not better exipress them, than by adopting those of
his honourable friend, which were, that as he had devoted

his life and talents to the people, and of course to promote
the good of his country, so, whenever he should be called

upon by them, both were at their service to command, so

far as the constitution and the laws authorized the call and
acquiescence; he meant, so soon as any direct inroad was
made on that constitution, and those invaluable blessings and
privileges it was meant to secure and defend.

Public virtue, he made no doubt, would always in the

end triumph over public perfidy or want of principle. Men
of talents and sincerity had nothing to intercept their view of

distant objects ; nor were liable to have it distorted, or mis-

represented, through a false medium. This was the case of

his honourable friend near him, (Mr. Burke,) which appella-

tion he deemed one of the greatest honours that fortune could

bestow on him ; a man, who, with the virtue of one of the

best citizens in the most virtuous and unsullied times, united

the abilities of the first rate orator ; the mind and extensive

knowledge of a philosopher ; the learning of a real scholar

;

the manners of a gentleman; the humanity of a morahst;

and the charity of a christian. Yet no one had suffered more.

To his knowledge, he had been hurt in a peculiar manner;
in such a manner, perhaps, as no person but one of his frame
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of mind coiild witb^^tand. His honourable friend, disregard-

ing all local prejudices, or personal motives, was of opinion,

that the people of Ireland were entitled to the rights of hu-

manity, and consequently of commerce, which were included

in those rights. He differed from his constituents, the citizens

of Bristol ; as he had the honesty to tell them, so he had the

fortitude to act up to his avowed sentiments. Ministers were

deaf; this nation was infatuated ; it was blinded by prejudice

and a narrow policy. What was the consequence? That
justice which could not be procured even by his eloquence,

was sought, and procured too, in another manner. In what
way ? By the point of the bayonet. The associators in Ire-

land obtained by their bayonets what neither the noble la-

bours of his honourable fi'iend, the calls of justice, the claims

of humanity, public gratitude, nor sound national policy,

could effect. Ireland redressed her own wrongs ; she healed

her own wounds ; she took a kind of satisfaction for her own
injuries ; she was, in short, fi'ee ; she will be happy ; for she

has sixty thousand bayonets, ready to point at the breasts of

her enemies, in case any attempt should be made to snatch

from her her natural rights, to turn a deaf ear to her just

claims of rank and protection.

The noble lord on the same bench with liim, (Viscount

Maitland *,) had afforded him great satisfaction. The noble

lord had well said, that at the instant he was speaking, we
enjoyed nothing but what we derived from committees and
associations. We were indebted to them for the Revolution,

and all the consequent blessings and benefits which flowed

from that transaction; for -the Hanover family; the act of

settlement ; and in short, for every privilege we possessed as

freemen, or as Englishmen. He entered pretty much at large

into the subject of the promised advantages which might be

expected from the appointment of a commission of accounts

;

and seemed to be of opinion, that nothing really useful was
intended. He contended, in point of law, for the propriety

of appointing committees, associations, and delegates.

He could not help enteitaining the House, before he sat

down, with a private anecdote. He knew it was not proper

to relate private conversation ; but as he meant to suppress

the name of the gentleman, he hoped he should stand acquitted

in the opinion of the honourable gentleman to whom he
alluded, as well as to the House. He was questioned by his

friend relative to the signing the present petition ; he hoped
it would not be prophetic Oi its fate ; but when his friend

* The present Earl of Lauderdale.
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Spoke to him, he told liim, " If you should sign it as a dele-

gate, by Heaven, you will be hanged ; if as a petitioner, by
Heaven, you will be laughed at." He did not run the risque

of being lianged, for the reason before assigned ; he now only

run the risque of being laughed at.

After drawing a parallel between the administration of Sir

Robert Walpole and the present, and endeavouring to prove
the legahty and right of the delegates to petition, he observed

that the learned solicitor-general (Mr. Mansfield' had been
taking notes all the evening, and was apparently preparing to

rise to answer him. By what he had before observed, it v/as

plain the learned gentleman was puzzled, as he had for

upwards of fourteen months been making up his mind. He
lioped lie had at length taken a decided part, and that he
would not go away, as had been customary with him hereto-

fore, without voting; and for this reason, if for no other,

that an honourable gentleman near him (Mr. John Towns-
hend) who, though intending to prosecute the study of the

law, to which he had yet dedicated but two years of his time,

informed him in a whisper, that he intended to voie for the

question ! He lioped, therefore, that the learned gentleman

would emulate his colleague, and determine in his own mind,

one way or the other, v.hethor or not petitioning was illegal.

The question being put, " That the petition be referred to the

consideration of a committee of the whole House," the House
divided :

Tellers. Tellers.

,, fMr. Byng 1 ^ ^, f Lord Sheffield \
^ "-'^^

JMr.J.Townshend| '^S—^^ozs
>^^^^, ^ Robinson j

So it passed in the negative.

212.

Mr. Burke's Motion for an Enquiry into the Seizure

AND Confiscation of Private Property in the Island

of St. EusTATius.

May 14.

MR. BURKE's motion for an enquiry into the conduct ob-

served on the recent capture of the island of St. Eustatius,

particularly with respect to the seizure and confiscation of private

property, as well as to many other outrages stated to have been

committed there, brought out a long and most interesting debate.

The motion was " That an humble address be presented to his

vol. I. -^ A
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majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to give directions, that

there be laid before this House, copies of all proclamations,

memorials, orders, and instructions, and of all official correspon-

dence, from and to any of his majesty's ministers, relative to the

disposition of the property belonging to the States General, and
to individuals inhabiting or interested in the places or territories

taken from the said States General, in the West Indies." The ab-

sence of the commanders who were so deeply concerned in the sub-

ject of the enquiry, was made the principal ground for opposing the

motion by Administration. The motion was supported by Mr. T.
Stanley, Mr. Thomas Townshend, Mr. Byng, Mr. Fox, and other

members of the Opposition, who seemed to contend with the

honourable m.ovcr, in representing the transactions at St. Eusta-

tius, as the most impolitic, the most disgraceful, and the most
dangerous of any that were ever recorded in the history of this

country. Lord George Germain, and ]Mr. Dundas were, in point

of argument, the principal opposers of the motion.

Mr. Fox rose, and spoke principally in answer to Lord
Georfre Germain. 1'he conduct of the admiral and general

on the capture of St. Enstatius, was, he said, so exceedingly

impolitic and dangerous, that it was no wonder that his

honourable friend, whose liberal mind svcs always active in

protecting liis fellovv^-creaturcs, and in exalting the character

of man by the correction of those vices, that degrade while

the}' outrage humanity, sliould have called the attention of

the House to that subject. It was impossible for the House
in that early stage of the business to know who the guiltj'

persons were in this business. The noble lord had given a

sort of oblique answer to the question that was put to him
by an honourable gentleman. Government had, and had
not, sent orders to the commanders to confiscate the property.

They had, and they had not, juwStified the proceeding at that

time. They shewed a virtiious shame upon the occasion, and
wished, by evasive answers to a simple question, to lay the

blame at the door of ministry. The present was not the

moment, he said, to blame, but to enquire. The honourable

gentleman, who moved the question, had declared that his

view was to bring tho matter properly before the House ; to

procure all the intelligence that he could, by which the

House might be able, at some futiu'e moment, to decide on
the question with that coolness and deliberation which the

importance of the subject required. This the noble lord had,

in his just apprehensions for the fate of ministers, chosen to

call prejudging the matter, and this he had resisted. Why ?

Because the business ^^as to come forward in the courts of

admiralty, and it was now inireasonable to convict in the

absence of the gallant officers to whom the cjuestion referred.

The futility of this argument was visible in the statement.
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There was no intention to prejudge, there was no design to

punish, tlie gallant oflicers in this stage,or in any future stage of
the business, while they remained on their station, and were
incapable of their own defence. No such thing was intended

;

the gentlemen with whom he had the honour to act, felt as

sincere a regard for the [)ersons and character of Sir George
Rodney and General Vaughan as any men upon earth could

possibly do. They despised slander too nmch, either to envy
or to share with ministers in, the practice of it. They left to

them to whisper and paragraph away the characters of absent

officers, while it should be the boast and the task of gentlemen

on his side of the House to protect them from their malevo-

lence, and stand up the firm friends of injured honesty and
honour. The present question was as different from this,

and as different from any attempt to lower tne characters of

the absent officers, much less to punish them unheard, as it

was possible for words or language to convey.

His honourable friend had ex})ressed his sentiments on the

"subject so fully, that he thought it was impossible for the

House to mistake, or for any noble lord, however interested

he might be in the event, to avoid the issue. The honour-

able gentleman had stated, that the proceedings on the capture

of St. Eustatius had been violent and unjust, ignominious to

the character of Great Britain, as a free, a civilised, and a

Christian nation ; and contrary to the essential principles of

the lav.'s of war, as agreed on by nations, and practised by
enlightened Europe. These proceedings, whether they were

committed by the commanders upon the station without the

orders of government, or v-hether they were done in obe-

dience to orders, became a necessary subject for parliamentary

discussion, and that instantly. Why ? not to punish the au-

thors, whoever they might be ; not to prejudge nor convict

of personal guilt in the absence of the criminal, but to pro-

nounce on the great national question by which the national

consequences might be avoided. The question of conviction

might remain for a subsequent consideration; but the question

of policy was immediate. Would the nations of Europe wait

for the slow decision of the admiralty courts before they

pronounced judgment on the case, and proceeded to retaliate,

or in the benevolence of superior civilization, contented them-

selves with despising? No; without taking the trouble to

inquire who or what was the cause, whether it was the ra-

pacity of connnandcrs, or the low revenge of ministers ; whe-

ther "it was the lust of [)lunder, or the httleness of malice; the

profligate xruelty of an insatiate military, or the barbarous

system of a headlong government ; they would instantly and

justly pronounce it to be a violation of all the laws of war on
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the part of Great Britain, and would hasten cither to punish

us for the horrid renewal of those savage practices which once

buried Eu?ope in aslier.-; or, considering us as fallen oeneatli

tlie notice of Christian nations, remain with their amis

across, suffering us to be extirpated by those foes which our

madness or impolicy had joined against us. This was the

cause that brought forward the present question, and it was

on this account, that the gentlemen 'w'ith whom he acted,

considered themselves as bound by the obligations of their

trust to urge and enforce the necessity of an inmiediate reso-

lution of Parliament, declaring their surprise and horror

at such proceedings, and condemning them in the moit
pointed and einphatical terms. In doing this, it was not

meant to interfere with the private question, nor to prejudge

the actions that v,-ould certainly be brought in the courts

below by individuals for the recover}' of their property.

Was it a fit thing for Parliament to pronounce upon the

general face of the proceedings^^ tliat they were wrong, violent,-

and ignominious ? Certainly, if the facts, as statsd by the

honoai-able gentleman, were true, it was not only fit, but

necessary, that pai'liamcnt sht^uld come to an immediate re-

probation ; and that parliament might know the truth of the

facts, his honourable friend had very properly moved, that the

papers should be laid upon the table for the information cf

the House. If tliis Avas denied, what would be the immediate

opinion of Europe ? What ! but that ministers approved of

the outrages that were committed, and that they were done
in consequence of instructions transmitted by themselves.

Indeed, there hardly required this testimony to establish the

"truth of this fact. The noble lord had, with a good deal of

that unwary openness for which he was sometimes praised in

the House, and blametl out of it, undertaken the defence of

the proceedings, and declared that he sav>- nothing to condemn
in the matter. The noble lord then thouglit that all the

violence, the depredations, the seizures, and tlie sales, the

banishment of the people, with the previous robberies com-
mitted on their goods: with all the train of ojjpression on the

One hand, and suffering on the other, was light and reason-

able, prudent and safe. He was glad to hear the noble lord

speak out ; for now it was known, and would be proclaimed

all over Europe, that ministers, and not our commanders,
were the pbuiderers of St. Eustatius, and the violaters of the

rights of war. I'he navy and the army were rescued from the

ignominious aspersion ; and the character of Sir George Rod-
ney, for whom, as his colleague in the representation of West-
minster, he was particuliuly anxious, was rescued from tha

obkiriuy wlwch -even great and good men, must have oth.er-
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^vise thrown upon them. He desh-ed that it iTii;f]it be known
to all men from this instant, that the noble lord, one of th<j

secretaries of state, cleared the commanders from all blame ;

conscious, no doubt, as he was, that they had no shai'e in the
transaction, and the whole ignominy was from henceforth to
rest upon his majesty juul ministers. He declared he was
happy in the generous acquittal which the noble lord had given
of the navy and ai-my. The militai^' of this.country, and par-
ticularly the navy, were dear to him, and their fliine ouglit to
be held sacred to every British heart. It was from that vir-

tuous body of men that the empire Iiad derived all its respect
and strength, and from which it must continue to receive its

security and its fame. If they, by some hasty act of rapa-
ciousness, or of avarice, should blacken the purity of the}f

character, and stain their former deeds, Great Britain v/ould'

sink to a state from which neither their future repentance noi
their gallantry could be able to raise her; a state of ignominy
more dreadful than disaster, since enterprise might retrieve

disadvantage, but not restore rcputatloji so destroyed. He
was happy^ tliei-efore, that they were rescued from tlie calumnv^
-which had been ignorantly thrown upon them, and that all

the disgrace and all the infamy was now settled on the govern-
ment of Great Britain. But would it rest here? Would the

nations of Europe be content with punishing us by contempt
alone, or would they think it necessary to go fiuther^ and, for

the protection of human nature, deem it necessary to unite in

the exemplary punishment of that power, who in bold defiance

of all regulation, had dared to reneu- that system of horror

and devastation which by general consent had been exploded?
This was the present qucstioJi to be examined. They miglit

not rest satisfied with contempt. Iheir indignation uiight be
active, and it was the Avisdom of that House to counteriict the

impolicy of ministei-s, and by an open rcprobatioai of tlie mea-
sures that had been pursued, avert from their country the

dreadful consequences of retaliation. Did this interfere with

the question of particular guilt ? Did this prejudge the mat-

ter? Did it take from the courts below the processes that

would naturally come before them for the recovery of property,

or for the punishment of offence? Certainly not; it was a

question of general policy, necessary to national character,

^ind perhaps to national salvation.

An honourable gentleman with whom he had usually the

.pleasure to act (Captain Luttrell,) had taken up the defence

of the commanders, and justified them by tlwj laws and the

practice of war. He said there was no man for whose opi-

nions, as a professional man, he had a higher respect; but on

rills occasion be had the misfortune to differ from him, per-
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haps because he did not clearly understand liis argument.

If he meant to say, that the naval part of a military expedi-

tion had equal, or perhaps greater, pretensions to a share in

the booty taken ashore than the other, he was ready to coin-

cide with him. There could be no difference of opinion about

the pretensions that the navy had to a share of the just plun-

der taken on the reduction of an enemy's fortress, garrisou, or

magazine ; nor was it at all the question to enquire what was

the exact share that they ought to have. This M'as a matter

of distribution, in which neither the legislature nor the go-

vernment had chosen much to interfere, thinking it proper to

be left to the private agreement of the parties. But if the

honourable officer meant that the depredations which were

committed at St. Eustatius, the plunder, the rapine, the cruel-

ties, and the outrages were either agreeable to the laws of war,

the acts of parliament passed for regulating the division of

prize money, or the recent practice, either of the British or

any other civilised state, he must beg leave to differ from him,

and declare his most hearty opinion, that the proceedings had
been such as no law nor precedent could justify or approve.

The honourable gentleman adverted to the argument of

the noble lord, that the capture of St. Eustatius was a new
case, differing from that of Grenada, and consequently not

to be bound down by the sam.e rules which had regulated cap-

tures of late. He confessed it was in some points different

from the case of Grenada. Grenada had a garrison of some
importance ; it had v/orks ; it had a military force, and it had
martial spirit ; for on the approach of the enemy, and being

summoned to surrender, it bravely and streiuiously contested

the point, and made the enemy pinxhase the conquest by a

profusion of blood. Was this the case of St. Eustatius ? No.
Without a military force or powers of self-defence, they ex-

hibited to the enemy a naked bosom, and instead of contesting

the battle, surrendered in a moment, and not even a finger

was scratched in the capture of the island. So far, he con-

fessed, the cases were dissimilar. But was this the reason that

liad given rise to the different treatment of the two islands?

W^as it because the Dutch governor of St. Eustatius had given

up the island without a blow, that the inhabitants were con-

demned to suffer the extremes of war, and to be robbed,

plundered, and banished, by the conquerors? Was this the

method that we chose to take to civilize the enemies of Great
Britain, to induce them to receive us in the place of their pre-

sent governors ? And was it against the innocent submission

of peaceable traders, manufacturers, and artisans, that we v^ere

to take revenge, and not against the active resistance of men
in arms that contended for hberty ? The argument was ab-
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-surd as well as inhuman, and such as might be expected
from men pressed as ministers were in tlie present instance to

support their conduct. " Oh ! but St. Eustatius was not like

other islands ; it was a depot for the enemy." Perhaps it

was so, and, for that offence, among others, we had gone to

MMr with the Dutcli, and having gone to war, had determined
to have satisfaction, like a nation of honour, and not like a
iiation of cut-throats, for the injury which we had received.

The cause of the war, as his honourable friend justly expressed

it, was not to be alledged as a ground for aggravating the

horrors of it. A gentleman, after receiving an injury, and
challenging the author of it to fight him in the field, does not

jstab him in the dark. The extremes of war are abolished

among nations, as the poignard and stiletto are among gen-

tlemen ; and, whatever the offence may be, the battle is fair.

Mr. Fox, by a variety of powerful arguments, urged the ne-

cessity of agreeing to the motion proposed, as a ground-work
for their future proceeding in the business, to wipe away
the disgrace, and prevent the danger that was likely to follov'

from such conduct.

The question being put, the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

YfisI^''-^"''''' I S6 ^Nops I
Sir Grey Cooper 1 ,

^^*^^
JMr. Byng J

^^' ^"^^'^ |Mr.Ord j
^°°^

So it passed in the negative.

Mil. Hartley's Motion for a Bill to restore Peace
WITH America.

Mai/ 30.

MR. HARTLEY moved, "that leave be given to bring in a

bill to invest the crown with sufficient powers to treat, con-

sult, and finally to agree, upon the means of restoring peace with

the provinces of North America," Lord North objected to the

motion, as nugatory and useless ; ministers being already in posses-

sion of all thenecessary powers for treating and concluding a peace

with America ; and the present commanders being invested with

full powers to treat, consult, and agree, on the means of concilia-

tion. There were, indeed, certain reserved points which must

come afterwards to be settled and concluded by parliament, but

these could not impede nor prevent a conciliation, if there was

temper for such an event in the people of that country.
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Mr. Fox said he would not go at large into llic question.

He only rose to spea!' to one or two points. In the first

place, the noble lord had been pleased to say, that the crown
had sufficient power to make peiice with America. This he
must deny, and on the contrary assert, that the crown had
not power invested in it to settle any one matter in dispute

between Great Britain and America. Not a single thing in

controversy between them could be adius:ed by the crown.

The noble lord had, indeed, let it drop Ircm him, that there

might, to be sure, be reserved points tor the consideration of

parliament. But what were those reserved points? They
were, in fact, every point that was to be settled. The motion
was therefore necessary, if peace with America was really and
sincerely intended ; and that the crown had not power, with-

out the authority of parliamcr.t, was too clear to be contra-

dicted. If the crown had that power it was jiretended it

had, it surely was a question well worth considering, why the

minister had come to parlianient for an act, giving power to

Lord Carlisle and the rest of the commissioners to go to Ame-
rica, for the purpose of making peace. If the crown had
power, why were the commissioners not sent out, without

comnig at all to parliament? Was it merely for the pleasure

of obtaining an act of parliament to do nothing at all? Was
it becar.se t)ie thing itself was one of those splendid and bril-

liant acts that was to cast so bright a luslre upon the annals of

this country ? Or did the consequences that resulted frOm it,

upon the commissioners' arrival in America, point out the

necessity there was to come to parliament for the appoint-

ment of so illustrious and important an embassy ?

The honourable gentlemtm begged leave to contradict the

noble lord. The crown had not the power of mailing peace

with America, as with France, and Spain, and Holland.

What, were v/e then at war with America ? Is America then

recognised as an independent state ? No ; you are at war, not

with America, but with your revolted colonies in America.

It is not a war with an independent enemy in which you are

engaged, but an attempt to quash a rebellion, to subdue an
insurrection. By an act of parlijmient, no Massachuset trader

dare come into any of your harbours. Can peace be restored'

without repealing that act ? and can that act be repealed

without the authority of parliament ? The present hostilities

commenced in consequence of the prohibitory-act, as it was
called, passed in the year 1765. It was that act that made
the war with America. We were therefore veiy differently .

isituated with America than we were with France and Spain.

The crown had never made war with her, but the war was
brought on by an act of pailiament, which act of parliament
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must necessarily be repealed. Tiie present motion was there-

ibre a necessary preliminary to the opening a door for a re-

conciliation. I maintain, continued Mr. Fox, that there is

not one point in dispute between Great Britain and America
that can be settled by the crcwn, without the consent of pari*

liameTit; not one poipt; so tliat the noble lord's I'eserved

points comprehend ail tlie points in question. The rebels in

America were declared so by an act of parliament; and
through the whole course of the contest this position had been
held, that against the authority of the British legislature they
were contending ; surely, then, it was not competent in the
crown to decide on the privileges of parliament.

When the noble lord contends that the King's servants

have already as much power as is requisite for treating with
America, 1 can assent to the declaration, said Mr. Fox, in

one sense. I can assent, that the crown has as much power
as the servants of the crown have will to treat and conclude
peace with America ; but that they have power is false. Did
they not come to parliament for power when they sent out

the commissioners? And is not that authority which was
granted for a limited time expired, so that matters are ex-

actly now as formerly? But the noble lord chuses, on the

present subject, to speak indefinitely. It is often inconvenient

for the noble lord to speak directly to matters of fact, or to

answer such questions ; and therefore he commonly amuses
the House with general propositions ; for there is not in the

House, nor in the kingdom, a greater master of language
than the present chancellor of the exchequer, nor one who
can make a better discourse upon any sulyect. If it were pos-

sible, said the honourable gentleman, for his majesty's minis-

ters to enter into a negociation with America, without knowing
the mind of parliament, it would be a mean and insidious

artifice, and would induce the Americans to reject all terms,

since they must know, that whatever terms ministers might
offer, could not be binding without the sanction of the British

legislature.

With regard to the opinion the ministry entertained of the

present situation of affairs in America, whatever they might

think some few years ago, sure he was, the}^ did not in their

own minds believe there was the least prospect of their now
mending in our favour. Tlie noble lord in the blue ribbon,

who talked so very fluently^ and affected so much candour,

would be put in a very aukward situation were he to be

asked the question ; for in answering it, he would be obhgecl

to contradict facts which he had again and again asserted.

As to the noble lord, he was a man of experience ; he was

&. man, too, naturally inclined to moderation and mildness.
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"Whence, then, was he induced to be so strenuous a supporter

of the American war ? Whence was his inclination to that

war dcducible ? He might put an answer in the noble lord's

mouth from an Italian poet, " My will to execute this deed

is derived from him who has both the will and the power to

execute it : ask no fartlier questions." The noble lord,' who
sat near the first lord of the treasury, was, he observed, less

accustomed to amuse his audience with general speeches, and
therefore came more directly to facts. That noble lord

(George Germain) had said, that the Americans, having once

rejected the proffered terms of peace, had no right to any

other. Unconditional submission vvas therefore what he,

and others equally sanguine, contended for. Their conduct

and their sentiments were at least entitled to th.e praise of

consistency ; but the conduct of the noble lord in the blue

ribbon was at variance with his sentiments. He would not

say we were not likely to succeed in our enterprize against

America, though the noble lord knew in his own heart that

all our hopes were at an end. Yet we had of late met with

many victories ; we had London Gazettes Extraordinary ; we
had firing of guns, and we had illuminations all over th^

town. The honourable gentleman was exceedingly poignant

in his animadversions on these kind of victories and rejoicings,

and reminded the House of the great triumph ministry made
when Charles-town was captured, though he had staked his

reputation that such a conquest would never affect the

American cause.

He then gave a narrative of the proceedings of ministry

towards America since the year 1775. Certain conciliatory

propositions were then made to them, and the noble lord,

according to a French saying, paid with his person on that

occasion ; for he repeatedly had pledged his word, as a gentle-

man, that he would never agree to any proposal that might be

made hereafter for granting the Americans better terms, and

Jio doubt the personal declarations of a person of the noble

lord's birth, rank, abilities, and fortune, were objects of great

regard ; they were made on the occasion alluded to, lest the

Americans should imagine, that by persevering in resistance,

they might obtain better conditions. But after all these de-

clarations, his lordship had, in the year 1778, brought a

bill into parliament, for enabling commissioners to propose the

most extravagant terms to the Americans ; terms by which
they would have had the power of taxing England, while

their own country would not have been taxed by the English

parliament.

He placed the noble lord in all tlie situations in which he

had stood within the last seven years in that House ; and

II
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said, that his versatility arose from motives highly unbecom-
ing. The ministers found it necessary to protract the war, to

avoid every tendency to pacification, because they knew that

the American war was necessary to their continuance in power
and place. They sacrificed honom- and duty ; they sacrificed

the interests, and perhaps the existence, of their counti-y to the

temporary gratification of their avarice and their ambition,

in the enjoyment of the places and honours which they now
held, and which were so connected and interwoven with the

American war, as to depend upon its existence. Tlie minister

then knowing this fact, knowing that he lived, and must die,

•with the American war, had encountered shame and embraced
it, in order to its continuance. He had been forced into all

those vile measures of contradiction and absurdity which had
brought infamy on the present age, and would bring ruin on
posterity. There w^as no accounting for the credulity, the

servility, and the meanness of parliament, in cither believing

or submitting to receive all the monstrous and incredible sto-

ries which they had been told by the minister, in any other

way than by referring to the means which influence possessed

;

the emoluments of contracts and the profits of a loan. It

had, no doubt, been the study of the mimster to tell his

friends, that their payment, like his own bread, depended on
the American war. The American war begot extraordina-

ries; cxtraordinaries b,egot loans; loans begot douceurs; and
douceurs begot members of parliament ; and members of par-

liament again begot all these things. There was a mutual
dependence among them absolutely inseparable. Tims the

power and the security of ministers were genei'ated by that war
which was the ruin of the country.

If any one should ask the minister out of the House con-

cerning the majorities he found, and he should be inclined

to answer the question fairly and directly, he would imme-
diately say, " Do not I give them an exti'avagant loan to di-

vide amonffst them ?" With the King the minister was con-

tinually feeding the royal ear v.-ith a notion, that the instant

lie made peace with America, his power would decrease.

His majesty was taught, and he was afraid too successfully

taught, that power was preferable to popularity; that the

former was a solid, a substantial, and permanent good, wor-

thy the embrace of a monarch ; while the latter was nothing

more than an empty high sounding name, full of nothing,

and the mere glittering of the day. These were the notions

the present set of ministers were repeatedly infusing into the

royal mind, impressing him %vith an opinion, that whenever
the American war ended, his power would end also, when in

iact it was their power only that would end. The power of
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the sovereign would know no period with the American war.

It was grounded in the constitution, and would live and fall

with it.

With the members of parliament the noble lord held a

language that was as easily to be guessed at. Here Mr. Fox
personated the minister conversing with some dependent

member of parliament, at his levee, on the subject of con-

tinuing the war; supposing that any remonstrances should

be made on that score, what would the noljle lord say?
*' Why, you know that this war is a matter of necessity, and
not of choice : you see the difiicultics to which I am driven,

and to which I have reduced my country ; and you know also,

that m my own private character 1 am a lover of peace. For
what reason then do I persist, in spite of conviction ? For
vom* benefit alone ! For you I have violated the mo.st sacred

engagements ! for you rejected the suggestions of conscience

and reason ! for you a thousand times forfeited my honour

and veracity in this business, and for you I must still persist !

Without the American war I shall have no places, no emo-
luments to bestow, not a single loan to ncgociate, nor shall

I even be able to retain this poor situation ofmine that I have

thus long held most disinterestedly. You see me now in

the most elevated situation, with the disposal of places, and
pensions, and with the whole power of the nation in njy

hands ; but make peace with America to-duy, and to-morrow

I shall be reduced to the level of private life, retaining no-

thing but what is merely personal of all my present advantages.

If you do not vote with me," continues the noble lord,

*' against a peace with America, how am I to give you any tiling?

It is true, that mj- situation as minister is a respectable and
elevated situation, but it is the American war that enables me
to give you douceurs^ and to put into your pockets eight or

nine hmidred thousand pounds by a loan. Put an end to that,

and you undo all. My power will be miserably lessened, and
your pay as miserably reduced. As to myself, why, I am
perfectly indifferently about that ; I get a little, and it is my
happiness that a httle, thank Heaven, contents me. I there-

fore cannot be supposed to care if a peace takes place with Ame-
rica to-morrow, as far as I am personally concerned ; but for

your own sakes do not let such a thing come to pass. Nay, were

I to go out of office, a situation I never courted, always dislik-

ed, and heartily wished to be rid of, still I hope the American
war would be continued." Such pathetic reasoning could not

fail having its effect. Thus it was the noble lord induced mem-
bers of that House to sacrifice the interests of their constitu-

ents, by proving that their own interests were essentially cpi^-

iiected with the prosccutiou ofthe war. Was it possible, there-
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fore, that peace with America could ever be obtained but by a
renunciation of that system which tlie present ministry had,
with so much obstinacy, adhered to? And here was another
obstacle arising from the noble lord's feelings. *' O spare my
beautiful system ! he would cry ; what ! shall I part with
that ! with that which has been the glory of the present reign,

which has extended the dominions, laised the reputation, and
replenished the finance.-; of n)y country ! No, for God's sake,

let this be adhered to, and do with all the rest what you please

;

deprive me, if you please, of this poor situation; take all my
power, all my lionour and consequence, but spare my beautimf
sj'stem, O, spare my system !"

Mr. Fox said, he could not suppose any one amongst them,
at that time of day, of so miserable aii imbecility of nature

as to think that any thing could be done effectually against

America. Yet the House appeared as much as ever inclined

to prosecute the war, and upon the same ground as formerly.

They, as well as the noble lord, were yet averse to peace.

The noble lord had staked his veracity as to the prosecution

of it. Did any man dispute his intention of carrying it on ?

If any man could be so weak, v,'!iat would the noble lord

himself say ? Why, recollect I have appointed Lord Dun-
more Governor of Virginia. Good God ! then, can you sup-

pose I have a serious idea of peace, when I send out to that

province a man as obnoxious as ever came from America.

The American war, he said, was continued upon the opinion

of men whose interest it promoted. Mr. Galloway had told

the House at their bar, that five-sixths of tlie people of Ame-
rica Avere in the interest of Great Britain, others had said

nine-tenths
;
yet what had we been able to do, although those

nine-tenths of the people had an army to assist them. If

Mr. Galloway had told him this, he would have asked him
what he did here ? and why he was not with the friends of

government in America? Ministers were so egregiously sini--

pie, perhaps, as to credit his report ; but would any other

man in his senses be of the same opinion? What, five-sixths of

tlie people amicable, and yet not u blow struck in our behalf^

not one visible symptom of loyalty throughout the continent?

It was thus that the government of this country was abused

by a set of men who lived on its credulity. A list of Ame-
rican refugees, receiving pensions, had been lately called for,

and refused ; it was politic in ministers to keep the list con-

cealed, and not to inform the })ublic what men they were

supporting; at the same time, however, he must confess, that

there was a description of American sufferers to whom the

bounty of parliament was well applied ; he meant tliose who
really' had been martyrs to their principle, and had been
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driven from the continent by an unfortunate attachment to

the British government. Any charitable donation to cha-

racters of this kind he should be the last to condemn ; for

however much he might differ from them in political opinion,

he felt them entitled to a large share of compassion and some
honour; like those who, from similar misguided attachments,

have been compelled to drag out their lives at St. Germain's

or Rome. But too many of those who were now pensioners

on British generosity, as sufferers in the colonies, were men
who had once been most vehement in the American cause,

and only left it when from some mistaken speculations they

thought it on the decline ; renegadoes of this class were now
the chief favourites of administration, and were employed to

write libels on characters the most unimpeachable of any in

the kingdom. One of them had the singular audacity to

villifj^ a near and dear connection of his, his own brotht-r, a

lieutenant-colonel in America, representing him as a traitor

to his country, and directly charging him with usirg his rank

in the army for the purpose of carrying on a correspondence

with the enemy. Thus persons brought up in their countrj''s

sei'vice, and labouring unremittingly for the public good, were

exposed to the venom of wretches paid by ministry for the

calumny they circulated. It was in return for the part he

had acted in parliament, and his firm opposition to the Ame-
rican v^^ar, that the person alluded to v, as marked out, by the

hireling pen of a refugee, as a proper object of detraction.

He reprobated in most severe terras the authors of those ca-

lumnies, but said they were not so despicable as the men wha
employed or who believed them.

If any one had gone to tiie Pretender after his retreat from

this country, and had told him that nine-tenths or even five-

sixths of the people of England were for him, with a power-

ful army on the spot, ready to co-operate with them, and tlic

King of France had been applied to for assistance, the honour-

able gentleman could not suppose that Louis XIV. would have

been so egregiously stupid as to have given an}', but that he

would have replied, " If there are nine-tenths or even five-

sixths of the people on the Pretender's side, and a numerous
army to stand by them, there surely can be no occasion for

me to send an array into England to put the Pretender on

the throne." This was the mode of reasoning that Louis

would have used, and this was the mode of reasoning that a

majority of the House of Commons ought to have used upon
considering Mr. Galloway's evidence.

After all, what had been the case ? Had the British army
yet effected any thing? If ministry should be asked what

sort of an army General ^^^ashington had, they would reply
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that his army were without clothing, that they had exhausted
iheir provisions, had neither pov.'der nor ammunition, and
Avere nearly reduced to nothing. But if they were asked
what sort of troops Sir Henry Clinton had, the answer was
uniformly the same. Oh ! they were fine men every one of
them ; the very flower of the army ; well fed and well clothed

;

fm-nished with magazines and all sorts of ammunition ; in

{)igh spirits, flushed with the successes they had met with, and
panting with a thirst of future glory. If they were to be
asked too, what sort of generals the British army had, the

answer would bo, that they were the best in the world,

deeply experienced, and enterprising in their nature. And
were the Americans so? Oh! no, their commanders were
another sort of men, no military knowledge, no reputation,

no skill to be found in any one of them ! This was what
the ministry would say ; and yet, with all these facts, what
had we done ? Though the British army had been every

thing that j^ride and valour could wish them, and though

the American troops were every thing that could excite pity

in an enemy, yet this very wretched army had not been

subdued, but had withstood, and bid defiance to this fine,

formidable, and spirited British' army, which had also nine-

tenths of the people of America with them; so that it was

real!}', at least, a matter of curiosity to know how it came
about that the v/hole of the British troops, with nine-tenihs

of the people at their command, were awed and overpowered

by only one-tenth of the people of America, and only a

wretched and dispirited army to support them. With such

experience, then, before them, what could be the reason why
the British parliament still persisted in this war, and were

so credulous as to be duped by such wretches as .Galloway ?

It might with justice be done with respect to this, as was

often done in books, where, instead of giving a long expla-

nation, there was a marginal note on particular passages, in

which the reader was desired to " Vide such a book." So it

might here be said, as a full and comprehensive explanation

of all the servility and all the submission of parliament,

" P'ide the loan." Why have the House followed the minister

through all his contradictions, and why do they still support

him in this war ? " Fide the loan." Why do they stifle in-

quiry, prevent detection, and destroy the benefits of respon-

sibility ? " Fide the loan." It was a full answer to every

tiling that could be alleged against the parliament in pohit of

their servility and acquiescence.

There were men surrounding the tlirone, who taught very

pernicious doctrines; and anxious to insinuate that tb.e power

and prosperity of the cro^^'n were distinct and opiiosite to
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those of the subject. Such men alleged, and it was indeed

a truth, that in war the power of the crown was greater than

in time of peace. But the power of the crown, if not so

great, was more glorious when it rested in times of peace and
prosperity in the constitution and on the affections of the

people. It was the virtues of the sovereign, which, by con-

ciliating the esteem and grateful affection of his subjects was
the firmest foundation of his power. What cause had we
r.ow to hope that our arms would prove more successful in

America hereafter that they had done formerly? Did mi-

nisters derive courage from the reports fi'om Holland, of a

second action between Lord Cornwallis and General Green,

in which the former had been victorious ? We had had abun-
" dance of victories last year; we had been covered with laurels.

The thanks of the House had been voted to diflferent generals

and admirals, to Lord Cornv/allis, to Sir Henry Clinton, to

Admiral Arbuthnot, to Rodney, and God knows whom ! But
what did all our victories avails

After all, he did not think it would be doing any good to

carry the question before the House. It would, at best, be
only adding more responsibility to the crown, and giving power
where there was no will. The noble lord in the blue ribbon

could not, in fact, )nake peace with America. He dared not

do any thing of the kind. He had been a gentleman born,

he had been bred a man of honour, and had lived in those

habits of litis that precluded him from shewing himself after

he had violated his word. What was the situation in which

the noble lord stood? In the year 1775, when the noble lord

came to the House for the conciliatory bill, he explicitly and

repeatedly declared, that farther than that he never would

go. Yet'^|;his very same lord, this first lord of the treasury,

this ostensible minister, had himself come down to the House
in the year 1778, and moved for the bill which sent out Lord
Carhsle and the other commissioners to America, to make an

offer to her of taxing herself. This the noble lord had done

;

the very same minister that had, upon passing the concilia-

tory bill, aflinDcd, in order to get it passed, that he would

never go beyond it. " Some gentlemen," said he, " may
object to this conciliatory bill, under a notion that I may
come afterwards and move for something more ; but in order

to remove their scruples upon that head, I am a gentleman

born, a man of honour, a great minister, in whom parliament

may confide ; and I here pledge myself that I will not, upon

the sacredness of my word, ever^go fart^her than this concilia-

tory bill." This lord, however, did hiiriself, in the year 1778,

go further, and appoint a commission to give up the depen-

dency of America* As to a pence with that country, Mr.
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Fox did not think it at all probable this year, or the next,

or this time seven years, or even Hfty years hence, if the

present system continued. The noble lord did not dare to

make peace ; he had pledged himself to the House to bring

the Americans upon their -knees, and he had not candour
enough to confess himself in a mistake.

Mr. Fox very finely pictured the different and contradic-

tory situations in which the ministry had stood. In the

outset of the American v/ar, what was their argument? Shall

we give up the trade of America? No, they could never think

of that, the trade was too valuable to be lost ; but when it was
lost, their tone was changed, and then it was only taxation

that we were nghting for. Soon, however, trade and taxes

were given up, and then tlia whole contest was about the de-

pendency of America, which we were told was on no account

to be yielded. Yet, after all this, the independency of America
must be granted. The honourable gentleman lamented that

the war v/as to be prosecuted, that poor men were to be plun-

dered of the earnings of their industry, and the rich abridged

in the enjoyments of life. He looked upon every tax im-

posed in consequence of the war, as nothing less than a rob-

bery of the public. Lord Dunmore at first was said to have

talked of nothing but submission : by and by he altered his

tone, and said that the continent of America would never be

recovered without the affections of the people: but that these

would soon return, for the child would be glad to return to

the parent. But his return to his government looked as if

there were an intention not to conquer the Americans, for

that seemed impossible, (the whole ahuost of that people en-

tertaining the most rooted aversion to the British govern-

ment,) but to exterminate them: for, while there was a guinea

in Britain, or a man to go for a soldier, there seemed to be

a resolution to carry on the war, even until Britons and Ame-
ricans should mutually tall by each other's sv.ords. If the

war, after all, was to be pursued, it would be a great satis-

faction if either he, she, or they, (as his lionourable friend,

Mr. Dunning, had on a former occasion called the advisers of

the war,) who recommended it, were to be sent to explain his,

her, or their motives ; for however admirable the noble lord

in the blue ribbon might be in explaining tlnngs, it was as

aukward with him as it was with other people, to explain a

conduct that was not their own, but which they were obliged

to adopt and pursue.

He concluded a long and animated speech, with saying,

that the American war would never end while the present

system continued ; but that the moment that system should

be changed, the good of both countries would be consulted,

VOL. I. E B
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He pronounced the American war to be as unjust in its prin-

ciple and as absurd in its prosecution, as it would be ruinous

in its consequences, and he therefore should vote for the ques-

tion under consideration.

After further debate, in which the motion was supported by
Sir Philip Jennings Gierke, Sir George Savile, Mr. Thomas Town-
shend, and Mr. Burke, and opposed by Lord George Germain,

Sir Henry Hoghton, and Mr. Welbore Ellis, the House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

Y CMr.Hartley 7 __Noes | Sir H. Hoghton j ,
Yeas

| gi^ p. j. Gierke| 72- — JNoes ^^^ j^j^j^.^ j
io&.

So it passed in the negative.

Public Accountants' Bill.

June II.

ON the order of the day for going into a committee upon the

bill '* to direct the payment into the exchequer of the re-

spective balances remaining in the hands of the several persona

therein named, for the use and benefit of the public ; and for in-

demnifying the said respective persons and their representatives

in respect of such payments, and against all future claims relating

thereto," Mr. Thomas Townshend opposed the Speaker's leaving

the chair. It might be imagined, he said, that being a public

accountant himself, he was interested in the rejection of the bill.

He assured the House he was not, and that for this reason ; his

balance amounted to the small sum of twelve or thirteen thousand

pounds ; and this sum he had deposited in the bank of England
ong since, there to remain till he could get his accounts passed.

He had never made the least advantage of the balance that re-

mained in his hands, either by having it at interest or otherways,

nor would he ever do so. He entered into the merits of the bill,

and reprobated it as a violent measure of a negligent, indolent

minister.

Mr. Fox said, his right honourable friend had gone so fully

into the subject, and had touched upon so many of the points

he meant to have spoken to, and which he should have ar-

gued in the same manner, that it would be needless for him

to go so nmch at large into the considerations of the bill as

he had intended. Some things, however, concerning him-

self immediately, he must take that occasion of speaking to;

but first, he could not help telling his right honourable friend,
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that he appeared to him to have spoken rather thoughtlessly,

when he had informed the House, that he v/as by no means
personally concerned or interested in the present bill, be-
cause undoubtedly his right honourable friend, being like

himself a public accountant, held his estate, his fortune,

every shilling of property he had in the world, at tlie mercy
of government ; a predicament, in which, he conceived, no
man could stand, and feel himself either unconcerned or con-
tented. As one of the executors of the late Lord Holland,
he was in some degree a public accountant; he felt there-

fore for himself, and he felt for his nephew, the present Lord
Holland, and for' others of his family, who, while the ac-

counts of his father remained unpassed, could make no transfer

of property of any kind; and whether they should ever be
enabled so to do, must, if the bill passed, depend altogether

on the kindness of government. Perhaps he had no more
estates himself to sell, but he felt for those who had bought
those estates of him, which he had enjo3'ed under his father's

will ; because the title to those estates was and must be a pre-

carious one till the accounts to which he had alluded had
passed, and he and the other executors and representatives

of his father had obtained a quietus. He put the case of any
person offering to sell an estate on the part of his nepliew»

Who would buy it ? The person to whom it should be offered

would naturally say, " Why, Lord Holland was a public

accountant, and his accounts are not yet passed?" " No
matter, (the reply would be,) Lord Holland's balance is but

400,000/. and that is ready to be paid in whenever his accounts

are passed, which it is expected will soon happen." Would
it not be likely, that the person to whom the purchase should

be proposed, would answer to this ; " You talk of a balance

of 400,000/. ; Lord Holland had forty millions to account for,

and how do I know, when the account comes to be settled

and passed, but that the balance may turn out to be four

millions, and that |his estate, if I puichased it, may be seized

by an extent?" In this way, said he, will men reason till

the accounts are passed ; in what light, then, ought the pre-

sent bill to be regarded, but as an act of the greatest cruelty,

of the greatest violence, of the greatest oppression ? As the

act of an indolent minister, who sleeps over the public con-

cern; who is profuse and extravagant beyond all bounds

in his corruption one day, rapacious and hungry after money
the next ; who cares not how much he wastes, pronded he

<*an by any means, no matter how unjustly, how unwarrant-

ably, seize upon more to use to the same wicked and detestable

purpose ?

B Ji 2
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He said he had not, and he took shame to himself for it,

attended the House on the first day the bill was debated,

but he had understood it enacted, that an indemnification

should be given to those who paid in their balances. Under
this information he had been tolerably content, and should

liave felt no sort of uneasiness at suffering every shilling of

the 400,000/. due from the representatives of his father to be
paid in, had an indemnification in the real sense of the word
been given ; but to his utter astonishment, when he came to

read the bill, he found that, for the first time, the word in-

demnification did not mean that the persons to whom it was
delivered, should be indemnified by it, but barely meant,

a common receipt for so much on account. He said the ex-

ecutors of his father had met some time since, and it had been
proposed to pay in 200,000/. to the Exchequer, in part ofthe

whole ; that he, at the time, was adverse to the proposition,

arguing, that the. larger the balance the greater the probabi-

lity of the accounts being soon settled by the auditors of the

imprest, in order that the first lord of the treasury might
have the money at his disposal. His opinion was not acceded

to by the other persons present, and from a diffidence of hit>

own opinion, when a majority thought differently from him,

he gave way ; the proposition was in consequence put in prac-

tice, and the 200,000/. paid in. He had siiice been more and
more cojivinccd he was in the right, and if it was to do over

again, knowing as he did, that when the exchequer had re-

ceived every shilling they could claim, the noble lord in the

blue ribbon would be in no hurrj' to urge the auditors of the

imprest to pass the accounts, he would resolutely and firmly

persist in opposing the paying in of a single shilling, till

the accounts were ready to be passed, and a quietus was to be

obtained.

The having a large sum of the public money in hand was,

he observed, at all times a matter that gave rise to much
cnv3^, and consequently drew upon the parties holding that

money no inconsiderable share of obloquy. Something how-
ever was due to the public accountant, as well as to the pub-
lic, and if the latter was intitled to expect its own at the

hands of the former, the former intlisjjutably had a claim to

a full security and an ample acknowledgment and an indem-
nification, when the balance in hand was discharged. The
present bill violated this equitable disposition ; it claimed the

balance, while it denied the security to the balance holder.

Tsor was it consistent with the noble lord's own opinion, as

declared upon oath before the commissioners. He had in his

hand the fourth report of the comrttissioncrs, hi page 23 of
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which was stated the noble lord's examination ; the conchiding

words of it were these : " He has no objection to pay in the

whole balance into tiio exchequer, either upon receiving a

<juietus, or a security equivalent to a quietus, that may equally

secure himself and his family from any ilirther claims from the

public upon him, as late paymaster of the forces." In this

part of the examination, the noble lord had himself held out

the same argument justified by his right honourable friend.

The noble lord wanted an indemnification, in the true sense of

the word, and did not talk of a bare tally of the exchequer,

which v/as, in fact, no more than a common rc-ceipt. Let the

argument, then, rest on that examination, and let the noble

lord be himself the umpire of the objections stated by his right

honourable friend and himself

!

The honourable gentleman took occasion to notice the great

share of obloquy v/hich had been cast on a near and clear rela-

tion of his, who was a public accountant for many millions,

and was now no more. He said, those who were least ac-

quainted with public accounts, the manner of stating them, the

progress of them tlu-ough office, and the mode of their being

finally passed, were always most eager to find fault, even

where there was no cause. It was so in the case of the person

to whom he alluded ; that person had been called the " de-

faulter of unaccounted millions," when it was well known, by
those conversant in public business, that the cry was ill-

founded and unjust, the person in question not having been,

any more a defaulter than the honourable gentleman who now
held the same ofKce. The person of whom he was speaking,

had never deserved the obloquy that had been cast on him ;

but the circumstance v/hich gave rise to it, he had ever consi-

tlered, and his friends had considered, as the greatest misfor-

tune of his life: namely, the having been at all connected

with administration in the beginning of the present reign.

Such, he said, was the intricacy and impenetrable mystery

of government in tiiis unfortunate reign ; such the dark, im-

perfect, and concealed system ministers pursued, that it was

impossible for by-standers to develope the cloud in which

every thing was wrapped ; imjjossible for the public to know
the real from tlie ostensible minister, or to discover who had
power and who had not. So circumstanced, they could not teli

the minister of power from his instruments, and when public

measures were proved by their issue to be weak, absurd, and

unjust, it frequently happened, that the odium fell upon the

innocent, while the guilty escaped, and those got off without

censure who planned the ill-concerted schemes, while others

who had no share in the guilt sustained all the disgrace and

all the detestation that followed. So it v,a3 with the person
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to whom he had alluded. That person was in no degiee the

author of the mischiefs which mistaken men had ignorantly

imputed to him. He had not the power to prevent what he

as nmch disliked as any one of his traducer?,. It was a fact

well known to his family, well known to all who came near

him, that he most heartily deplored liis not having that power

at the time, and that he never forgave himself for mingling

with those who had, and did not use it for the good and for

the honour of their country.

With regard to the passing of his accounts, it happened

luckily for him, that it did not rest on his assertion to make
out a })roof that the fault lay not with the person in question,

nor with his family. Fortunately, there was much better evi-

dence of the fact. It was no other than the great difficulty

and the extreme length of time it cost the late Earl of Chat-

ham to get his accounts passed, and to obtain his quietus.

That noble earl, it was well known, and for which he neither

blamed him nor was ready to say he greatly admired him, did

not make a shilling advantage of all the public money that lay

in his hands; the whole was placed either in the bank of

England or at a private banker's. And yet notwithstanding

this circumstance, notwithstanding the great influence which

the noble earl had, at times, in the country ; notwithstanding

his anxiety, stated by his right honourable friend, and the en-

deavours he made to get his accounts settled by the auditors

of the imprest, it was a known fact that the noble earl quitted

his office of paymaster general in 1755, or thereabouts, and
did not obtain his quietus till 1769. Lord Holland, he was
willing to confess, and indeed it was useless to deny it, had
made advantage of the public money while it remained in his

hands. And here he Avas ready to throw down the gauntle,t,

and to argue it against whoever maintained a contrary opi-

nion, that if a public accountant held himself able at all times,

without possibility of check or prevention, to produce the

whole of the public money in his liands, whenever he was

called upon so to do, it was in that case a matter of perfect in-

difference to the public whether he used it for his own advan-

tage or not. Lord Holland, however, was always ready, nay
more, he was always desirous, to account. His representatives

had been the same, as the noble lord well kne\v ; and he called

upon him to declare, if they had not, by eveiy possible means,

urged and intreated the offices to pass their accounts ; but if

the Earl of Chatham, under the circumstances described, was
not able to get his accounts passed in a shorter space of time

than thirteen years, surely no man would contend that Lord
Holland's executors could get their accounts passed in less,

especially as they amounted to twice the sum.
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The wholo evil, he insisted on it, lay with the Board of
Treasury and the noble lord in the blue ribbon, whom he
charged with the o-rossest indolence and nciiliijence , and
who, he said, wanted to shift the blame due to himself upon
the shoulders of the public accountants. With regard to the

commission of accounts, it was so palpably meant to divert

the attention of the public from the noble lord's mal-admi-
nistration, and to call it off from modern measures, by turn-

ing it upon the measures of old times, that he declared, he
wondered tlie idea of throwing out a tub to the whale had
never before suoo-ested itself to the mind of man, so com-
pletely did that idea meet the whole manoeuvre of the com-
mission of accounts, filled by general officers, masters in

chancery, merchants, and men of all others the least proper

to correct the evils in question. He observed, also, that the

commissioners had not only been nominated by the noble

lord in the blue ribbon, but their first enquiries had obviously

been pointed out against discarded ministers and their dis-

carded adherents. It was evident, therefore, that the noble

lord's wish was, to take advantage of the first cry of expence,

and to turn it to his own benefit, by making it the instrument

of harrassing those who had uniformly opposed the measures

of his government.

The Treasury, he repeated it, ought to have examined
into the cause of the delay in passing the public accounts,

and, if they found it lay with the auditors of the imprest, the

Treasury ought to have mmiediately put it out of the power
of those auditors to have remained any longer the cause of

such delay. The noble lord, he remarked, in the course of

his right honourable friend's speaking, had, as if he felt him-

self provoked, called out in a most disorderly way, " that he

had enquired again and again !" What did this prove ?—still

greater negligence in the noble lord. It proved that the

mischief was so glaring, that it had roused the noble lord

from his accustomed fit of indolence, but that though he went

the length of an enquiry, he stopped short in the middle of

the business; and even after he had ascertained the evil,

neglected to apply the remedy. Why did not the noble lord

bring in a bill to put an end to the cause of the complaint ?

With his weight in that House he would have found no dif-

ficulty in passing such a bill. It was his duty to have done

so, and not to have delegated the powers of parliament to an

unheard-of set of commissioners of accounts to do his duty

for him.

Another objection he had to the bill was, he declared it to

be a bill of influence. He thought the power of appointing a

paymaster of the army and a treasurer of the navy a suffi-
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cient degree of ministerial patronage. It Avas now evident
tliat ministerial influence wished to go much farther ; it ex-

ten:ied even to persons out of place and in avowed opposition;

for what paymaster out of office could be said to be independent
of ministry till his accounts were passed ? His right honour-
able friend, who began the debate, notwithstanding he was
every way independent in principle and spirit, was indis-

putably dependent on ministers at that moment, and so he
must remain till he could obtain his quietus ; which rested

altogether, or Avould rest altogether, after the bill passed, on
the will of the noble lord in tlie blue ribbon, who had at once
the power of quickening the passing the accounts of other

accountants, just as he chose to exercise it either way. He
put this argument into several shapes, and said, had his right

honourable friend, the present paymaster, continued last year
to entertain sentiments sinnlar to those which he and his

friends avowed, and which the ri<jht honourable gentleman
seemed more than once inclined to adopt, he verily believed

ministers Avould have attempted to have given him as much
uneasiness as possible. He knew his right honourable friend

was superior to their impotent malice ; and indeed his favour-

able conduct since, with respect to ministers, had rendered
it unnecessary. He said, that when he was himself examined
before the commissioners, he thought it his duty to state,

" that there was a litigation depending between the executors

of Lord Holland and Mr. Robert Paris Taylor, who was
one of his deputies, the determination of which might aifect

the balance due from the late Lord Holland, as paymaster of
the forces ; as much of that balance as might be affected by
that litigation, he objected to the payment of into the Exche-
quer ; as to the residue, he had no objection, vpon obtaining

a quietus, or an indemnification equivalent thereto." By
this declaration he was ready to abide, but to be obliged to

give up the balance on any other condition, he should con-

sider, as being forced by the strong hand of power to submit

to an act at once oppressive, violent, cruel, and unjxTst. He
contended also that the object was not worth the violence of

the measiu'e, for that in fact the noble lord was grasping at

the mere interest of two hundred thousand pounds for a few

•months only, since, if Lord Holland's accounts were passed

by Christmas, the whole of the balance would be paid at that

time. Mr. Fox offered on the part of Lord Llolland's re-

presentatives, that the whole balance should be paid into the

bank, there to abide the passing of the accounts, and con-

tended, that the public had no right to handle it until his

father's representatives had obtained their quietus.

After some conversation, the House went into the committee.
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Mr. Fox's Motion for a Committee to take into
Consideration the State of the American War.

June 12.

AN account of the battle of Guildfortl, in North Carolina,
having appeared in the London Gazette, together with those

subsequent events, by which it appeared that the victorious army
had notwithstanding suffered the consequences of defeat, in being
obliged to abandon the country, with all the objects of their enter-
ing it, and to retire to the sea-side, Mr. Fox thought this

intelligence, so authenticated, afforded a proper foundation for

bringing the business again forward. Accordingly, this day,

Mr. Fox called the attention of the House to the American
war. He began by observing, that this subject had undor-
gone a recent discussion upon a motion made by his honour-
able friend, Colonel Hartley, in consideration of which he
should not now have troubled the House with a proposition

built on the same basis, but that since the late occasion an
argument had presented itself more unanswerable in its

nature, and more efficacious, as he had reason to hope, with
gentlemen on the other side, than any thing that he or his

honourable friend could advance : their assertions might be
questioned, but those of Lord Cornwallis, he trusted, would
have all tlic weight which the abilities, experience, and high
professional reputation of that general might feirly challenge.

He had a paper in his hand, the late gazette, from which,

on the authority of Lord Cornwallis, the impracticability of

conquering America was plainly deducible, and on that alone

he meant to rest his argument that day, as the best means of
avoiding those stale repetitions so often complained of, when
the present subject came before parliament ; the subject might
be old, but the field of reasoning would now have an au* of

novelty. He should therefore confine himself entirely to the

gazette; it was an authority to which gentlemen on the

other side of the House would not object, and he begged
the patience of the House would bear him company in giving

it an attentive examination. This paper certainly confirmed

every thing that had been advanced by his honourable friend

and himself on the former occasion ; but if it could be per-

mitted him to be jocular on such a subject, ho might beg the

House to believe there was no collusion in the case, the

gazette neither having been framed by his authority, nor he
having had any previous knowledge of its contents.

He remembered well the principal argument urged from

ihe opposite benches, and on which the debate chiefly hinged,
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was a signal victory, which, said those gentlemen who op-
posed the motion of his honourable friend, will call the rebels

to the British standard. The victory had since come con-

firmed; the British standard had been erected; but what
then were the predicted fruits of what he was tempted to call

this pretended victory ? Nothing but disappointment ; nothing

but misfortune; he would not say public disgrace. The
truth was, the victory of Guildford, as it was called, drew
after it all the consequences of something very nearly allied

to a decisive defeat. Lord Cornwallis did not fly from the

enemy ; but indisputable facts bore him out in affirming, that

if Lord Cornwallis had been vanquished, instead of being

the temporary victor, his operations, or rather movements,
could not have borne a more unfortunate aspect. He no
longer pursued the object of his expedition ; he no longer

sought the enemy, even in their flight. Nay more, he in an
instant relinquished all the advantages he had gained with so

much difficulty ; which had been attended with circumstances

which reflected so much honour upon himself as a com-
mander, and upon the very gallant, but ill-fated, body of

men whom he led to glory, and to every thing but substantial

success.

From the report of Earl Cornwaihs, there was the most
conclusive evidence, that the war in which we were engaged

was at once impracticable in its object and ruinous in its

progress. It furnished us with the materials and gi'ounds

both of triumph and dejection, both of glory and despair. It

shewed us, that beneath the conduct of that brave man, a
body of British troops had acted up to all the expectations

that could be formed of their enterprize and their valour ; and
at the same time taught us, that neither spirit nor persever-

ance, neither good conduct in the commander nor courage in

the soldiery, could prevail in a contest founded in evident

madness and inconsistency.

He wished, he said, to (,'xamine the information which we
had received from Earl Cornwallis pretty closely. The noble

lord said, " that the object of the campaign was to penetrate

into North Carolina." This, surely, could not have been suf-

ficient of itself to sanctify an expedition of so much certain

expence and probable danger; and his lordship very pro-

perly gives the further explanation in a subsequent passage,

by saying, that " it was to give protection to the many loyalists

that there were in North Carolina, and to bring them to the

British standard." From whom his lordship received this in-

formation, he could not pretend to guess; but most likely

from this country, where all such information had its rise and

currency. Undoubtedly, there was reason to apprehend that
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there might be some men in North CaroHna, who, on the ap-

proach of his majesty's arms, might have joined them ; for,

previous to the present contest, there were a set of men in

this province, a sort of banditti, who infested the peaceable

inhabitants, and against whose depredations it l)ad been found
necessary to guard, by putting arms into tlie hands of a num-
ber of ordei'ly persons, who were called regulators. To be
sure, it was not altogether unreasonable to hope, but that

these banditti, who had maintained a sort of intestine war
against the old-established government of the province, might
be expected to join those who came like themselves to attack

that government. To men of such a description all govern-

ment would be alike, and they would be ready to join any
force whatever that came with hostile intentions against the

settled power of the country. But even those expectations,,

if any such were formed, had been disappointed, and the

whole object of the campaign had failed.

This failure, he said, must have proceeded from one of

these three causes : first, that there must have been some es-

sential defects in the plan; secondly, that the means must
not have been adequate to the object; and thirdly, that there

must have arisen certain unforeseen contingencies, applicable

to this campaign only, which had defeated the end. As he

could not for a moment suspect that either of the two former

could be held up by government as the causes of our failure,

in regard to themselves or to the commander, whose skill,

enterprize, and perseverance, were justly praised, he could

only have recourse to the last, as the only probable cause that

could be urged by ministers of the calamities of the cam-

paign. With this view, therefore, he would examine the

contents of Earl Cornwallis's dispatches, to see if his infor-

mation would bear ministers out in this argument. He here

turned to the Gazette Extraordinary', and by commenting

on every passage, he shewed the House that the obstacles

were not temporary nor peculiar; they were not applicable

only to this campaign, nor such as were either unforeseen or

unexpected. They were obstacles incident to the nature of

the war, and which we should always have ^o encounter and

surmount, while the constitution of nature remained the same.

They were the obstacles of rivers, of a deep intersected

country, of impassable marshes, of a disaffected people, ot

*' timid friends, and of inveterate enemies." Such was the

state of the country, that he could not procure provisions for

his small army, while that of General Green, so much more

numerous, found no such want. Such was the state of that

service, that he had not been able even to procure intelligence.

So timid, as he expressed it, were the friends of government
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in that country, (represented as so favourable, that they would
be ready to flock to the royal standard on its approach,) that

they would not even venture to give him intelligence, much
less assistance ; or only give him delusive and false intelli-

gence, by which he might be led into situations dangerous

and difficult for his army.
He made here a just distinction between the conduct of

the friends of government in that country and this. There
they were so timid, or rather treacherous, for that was the

more applicable epithet, as to give no intelligence ; here they

were so audacious as to give us intelligence in immense quan-
tities. They told us every thing. Such was the abundance
of intelligence with which they furnished us, that they liad

hurried us on, from year to year, from effort to elFort, from
expence to expence, with an avidity which only could be
equalled by the timidity and the silence of those friends whom
they had left behind. He wished to God that those men,
who had been so loquacious in England, had been in Caro-
lina, where their loquacit}^ would have been of service ; and
that tliose timid friends had been in England in tiieir stead,

by which we might have been preserved, from all that tor-

rent of intelligence which had influenced and hurried us into

this war, and been provided with a little of it in the day of

necessity, when information was necessary to safety, if not to

success.

He proceeded next to the battle of Guildford, where the

gazette asserted we had obtained a sio-nal victory. This
term, he doubted not, was used by Lord Cornwallis in a very

proper sense, for he could only attend to the disproportion

between the two armies ; in which point of view, no doubt,

that a victory should be gained on our side was very astonish-

ing, and highly to the honour of our troops ; but if the con-

sequences of the action were to be regarded, then he must
understand the word signal in a very different sense, and allow

the victoiy to have been signalised by drawing after it the

same identical effects that might have been expected from a

defeat. Had our army been vanquished, what course could

they have taken ? Certainly, they would have abandoned the

field of action, and flown for refuge to the sea-side: now
these were precisely the measures we were obliged to adopt
after the action at Guildford, the victorious army leaving the

field, abandoning the future object of its expedition, and re-

tiring to the fleet. Another term used by Lord Cornwallis,

he must also take notice of; he called his army a little one

;

and well, indeed, might he give it that appellation, since his

whole force did not amount at the utmost to 3,000 men. He
took that number, merely to avoid a contradiction that might

ri

\
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divert tlie current of debate into an improper channel ; for lie

was credibly informed, the army did not amount to one half
the number he had stated; but taking it at 3,000, then on
what principle could ministers justify confining the ope-
rations of this active and spirited general by so scanty a
force? Little, indeed, the army was, compared to the enemy
it combated, but still less, if compared to the army estimates

voted this session ; for it appeared by them, that no less than
83,000 men were employed in America, including a small
number in the West Indies ; so that in order to bring 3,000
men into the field, the public were to pay for and provide
83,000 ! He did not mean absolutely to say, that so manji-

were actually in the service, perhaps not a tenth part of diem
could be produced ; but the account of them was to be seen
on the table ; and what language could properly describe the
fraudulent conduct of ministers, in imposing so grievous a
burden on the people without necessity? He would take,

however, if they pleased, the other alternative; he Avould sup-
pose every man charged in the estimates to be really employ-
ed, and that it was necessary to keep 80,000 on the defensive,

that 3,000 might be brought into the field ; need there any
thing else be urged to prove the ruinous tendency of the Ame-
rican war? For Lord Cornwallis had stated, as his opinion,

that defensive measures would be certain ruin to our affairs,

and yet we could not act offensively, without keeping about a
proportion of twenty-five to one in garrison ; nor did this

computation go far enough; as, besides the 83,000, our
friends in America were to be reckoned nine-tenths of the

whole ; instead of which, however, he was rather inclined to

believe a great part of the former number were necessarily

employed in watching tlieni, instead of their being any wise

serviceable to our cause.

From this he deduced the absurdity of attempting to con-

tend with France in America: we had conquered that j)ower

in Germany last war, as it had been said ; for his part, he
rather entertained a different opinion, believing that both

powers found that conflict so expensive, that they retirctl

from it mutually exhausted, and saw it answered to them tlui

end of a war nearer home, by sufficiently weakening each,

other ; but would that equality of expenco exist in the pre-

sent case ?' Certainly not ; for the minister could not deny,

that, if we had a hundred thousand men in America, and
France only tv.enty-five thousand, she coukl bring uiore

troops into the field than we; but besides this, allowing that

each broujrht the same number, our enemy would not incur

pne-iifih part of our expence.

After dwelling a considerable time on tr.e illustration of
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this doctrine, he wound up his comments on the gazette, by
observing, that though Lord Cornwallis had done every thing

he proposed, by penetrating into North Carolina ; though he
had been fortunate enough to come up with General Green,

engaged, and defeated him, he had found no one good conse-

quence of his success, not being joined by any body of Ame-
ricans, as he expected, nor even retaining the ground upon
which he had conquered. As, therefore, no unforeseen ob-
stacles had presented themselves, and no ill conduct had attend-

etl the execution of the plan, it was undeniable that the project

was a vain one, similar to all the other enterprises we had
formed, during the course of the war ; for inimical as the

inhabitants of the country were always found, and defended

as they were by natural barriers, extensive conquests must
ever be impracticable, and no abilities of the general or

valour of the troops could avail to any substantial success.

This was experienced by General Burgoyne at Bennington

;

by General Howe at Long Island; by Lord Cornwallis at

Guildford ; and so it ever must be found while the constitution

of things in America remained the same. Ministers had
already tried the fortune of war in nearly all the thirteen

provinces : they began with Massachuset's ^^y, which was, in

the commencement of the war, supposed the only hostile part

ofthe continent ; an insurrection in the province of Massachu-

set's Bay was the general phrase, and formed the preamble
in every act of parliament for coercing America ; of course,

therefore, to suppress that insurrection, was the only object

of the war, and Boston was then taken possession of as the

only mihtary operation necessary ; but, in a short time, that

town was abandoned again, and with so much avidity, that a

great minister of state, now no more (Lord Suffolk), had even

congratulated parliament on the occasion. We then pos-

sessed ourselves of New York, finding the flame of rebellion

had extended farther southwards, and there continued till

this hour, though it seemed it was not a situation for offensive

measures. The next enterprize was levelled at the middle

colonies, and Philadelphia was taken ; which success was pre-

ceded by a very important victory ; yet that place was also

abandoned much to our satisfaction, and the retreat from it

had eternised the name of Clinton. After this we discovered,

all at once, that th.e southern colonies were most vulnerable

and proper for an attack; a noble lord (Lord Westcote)

proclaimed their inhabitants to be effeminate and enervated

by the heat of the sun ; his lordship, being a scholar, rea-

soned on the topic very scientifically, and his ideas were at

once adopted : Charlestown in consequence was taken ; and,

but for extraordinax'y exertions of bravery, would have turned
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out a conquest more injurious to our cause than any of the
preceding. In short, we had now attempted every province
but Virginia and New Hampshire, the hitter of which, lie

was sorry to find, could not be invaded without great diffi-

culty ; but, as to the former, he understood it was to be the
next object of enterprize. ' Now, he would be happy to learn,

whether after the thirteen colonies had been invaded, without
advancing our grand object a single step, ministers would at

last consent to relinquish this most destructive war. If he could
only obtain an assurance of that, he would readily consent to

an attempt on Virginia, and think he made a good bargain
for his constituents. He adverted to an expression of Lord
George Germain on a former day, that ministers surely could
not want a disposition to peace, as they had a stake in the
hedge. Perhaps it might be objected to him, that not having
a stake in the country he was not sincere in his professions,

and that his arguments ought, therefore, to be disregarded.

It was very true, that his personal interest ; his personal stake

in the country, was but small; he would, however, claim the

praise of as sincere a regard for his country as any man in it,

be his fortune what it might ; and he conceived that his pro-

position would not be less attended to, because he himself

had not the wealth of those men who had been accumulating

princely fortunes by the calamities of their country. But if

he had no stake, the respectable body of men whom he had
the honour to represent, and whose interests he was appointed

to guard, had a stake for which it became him to be soli-

citous. The city of Westminster was materially affected by
the continuance of the war. They had suffered most se-

verely in the struggle, and he knew that he spoke their

wishes, when he recommended to ministers to take every

possible means of reconciling us with our brethren in Amei'ica.

After a variety of other arguments he moved, " That this

House will resolve itself into a committee of the whole House,

to take into consideration the present state of the American
war ;" and intimated his intention of moving in the committee,

should it be appointed, a resolution, " That his majesty's

ministers ought immediately to take every possible measure
for concluding peace with our American colonies."

As this motion occasioned an exertion of all the ability on either

side of the House, it necessarily brought out all the arguments

that had yet, or that could now be offered, on the questions, of

the propriety of continuing the American war, the grounds for

hoping or despairing of success, the prudence or policy of seeking

a peace with America, the probabilities of obtaining it, or of

detaching them from their allies, if sought, the consequences of

granting independence to the colonies, which must be laid down

12
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as the first preliminary towards obtaining such a peace, and whe-
ther the crown was not already endued with sufficient powers for

concluding a peace with America, if ever the necessity of such a
measure should be established ? Both the competency of parlia-

ment to any interference in the business of the executive power,
and the propriet}', if competent, of such interference, were likewise

brought into question, and fully discussed. The motion was opposed
by Lord Westcote> Mr. Rigby, Lord George Germain, Mr. William
Adam, Mr. George Onslow, and the Lord Advocate of Scotland,

Ml'. Dundas. It was supported by Mr. Pratt, son of Lord Camden,
who addressed the House for the first time, Sir Thomas Clarges,

Mr. Thomas Townshend, Sir Edward Astley, Lord John Ci.ven-

dish. Sir George Savile, Mr. Charles Dundas, Mr. Turner, Lord
Howe, (xeneral Burgoyne, Mr. Hartleys Mr. Martin, Mr. Bankes,
Mr. William Pitt, Lord INlaitland, and Lord Duncannon. The
debate continued till midnight. The government benches growing
extremely vociferous, and calling out loudly for the question,

Mr. Fox rose to repl}-. It v/as some minutes before the

Speaker could restore order ; at length silence being obtained,

he proceeded. He began with returning thanks to the House
for the disposition they shewed to indulge him with a few
words by way of reply, or rather for tlie purpose of giving a

few explanations respecting some very plausible objections

which had been raised against two or three of his strongest

arguments. He was the more obliocd to the House for this

indulgence, because, according to the strict rules of parlia-

mentary order, he was not entitled to rise a second time to

speak to the same question ; feeling, therefore, the obligation

which he owed the House, he should repay it in the onl}^ way
it was in his power to repay it, that was by being as brief as

possible, and not adding a sy]iable, which did not seem to

him necessary for the illustration of his former ai-guraents, or

in such instances as he had been misunderstood or mis-

represented.

After this exordium, he said it was his duty, as it was that

of ever}'- individual in that House, wi)o called upon the

representatives of the people to unite in opinion with him
upon a particular measure of policy or legislation, to do every

thing in his power to shew that the measure so proposed was

a wise and salutary one, and that the objections made to it

were either frivolous or unfounded ; under tliis call he now
rose, and entreated a candid and patient hearing. The
noble lord at the head of the American department had
recourse to a very extraordinary and novel species of logic,

to prove that he was not mistaken in his expectations respect-

ing the loyalty of the inhabitarts of North Carolina: liis lord-

ship said, that Lord Cornwaliis v/as mistaken as v/ell as he,

^'Ixich amounted to this ; that hi every situation that could be
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imagined, a person being originally wrong, as soon as another
person happened to coincide with him in opinion, from that

instant he became right ; and for what reason ? The noble
lord himself had told us : the noble lord himself was wrong

;

Lord Cornwallis helped to confirm him in his mistakes, and
of course they were each separately right, because both were
in the wrong.

But not wishing to catch at words, instead of realities,

what are the true grounds, said Mr. Fox, on which the noble

lord maintains that the North Carolinians arc loyal? His
lordship says, General Greene has been obliged to draw the

subsistence of his army from the neighbouring provinces;

the people of Carohna would not supply him any more than
Lord Cornwallis ; that is, a great majority of the inhabitants

of North Carolina wish well to government, and abhor the

tyranny of the congress; and how do they return the obliga-

tions they owe to the royal army ? Why, they refuse all

kind of aid or assistance to their saviours and protectors, and
treat those who come to release them from the bonds of

tyranny exactly as they do their tyrants and oppressors, by
refusing all aid or succour whatever.

O ! says the noble lord, that is not the case ; the loycl

inhabitants would do otherwise if they could do it with safety.

They made one attempt, but it miscarried ; and those who
made it were sacrificed to the resentment of their enraged

brethren. Surely he was in a dream, or the noble lord did

not mean to be serious, when he said, that so great and able

a general as Lord Cornwallis confessedly was, in the heart of

a loyal and friendly country, and at the head of a victorious

army, were the good disposition of the inhabitants and their

eagerness to repair to the royal standard as true as it had

been confidently asserted, would abandon the post ! Surely

the noble lord at the head of the American department

would not gravely assert, that under such circumstances it

was possible that Lord Cornwallis could have relinquished

all hopes of improving the advantages he had obtained, with-

out at the same time insinuating the severest libel upon the

military conduct of the noble commander ! He was in his

soul convinced of the contrary ; he was persuaded the noble

lord at the head of the Southern American army was beyond

the reach of any such insidious insinuation, if any such was

intended. The truth was, his lordship met no friends, when

weighed in the opposite scale against his numerous enemies

;

and after doing all that an officer in his situation could do,

he was obliged to abandon all hopes of success, because, like

every other officer, he had been deceived on two grounds

:

he had been cheated in the first instance, and made to beheve

VOL. I. c c
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that he was to have had twice, if not thrice the force which
he really had ; and equally cheated by false insinuations from
hence, that he would be received with open arms by a host

of friends, waraily and zealously attached to the cause which
he came to maintain, instead of being publicly annoyed,

or secretly betrayed or circumvented by a host of invete-

rate enemies.

Before he proceeded farther into personal or particular ex-

planation, he would beg leave to make an observation or two
upon a principle which pervaded the present debate, as well as

all others which related to the American war. It was said, and
said too with great confidence, and it came from quarters which

proved its meaning to be the current opinions which prevailed

in another place : It is not fit, though it be even competent

for parliament to interfere in the exercise of those powers

which the constitution has devolved on the crown, and the

crown as a matter of course has delegated to its servants, to

disturb the deliberate chimeras or dreams of ministers; for

be the consequences what they may, ministers must be ulti-

mately responsible. The argument, he confessed, if not a

good one, was at least plausible ; it carried with it, it was
true, a principle of eventual ruin to the state, because it

might be pushed to a possible, he feared even to a probable

case, in which ministerial responsibility, as had been observed

by his noble friend (Lord Maitland), would be a farce ;—but

taking up the idea, and accepting of it in the very manner in

which it was intended to be pressed on the understanding of

the House, it was his duty, pledged as he then stood, to

detect and expose the paltry sophistry which lay lurking

under it.

There were two constant objects which principally fixed

the attention of that side of the House on which he had the

honour to sit ; the one, the maintenance of the supreme rights

of the legislature, to direct, propound, and finally determine,

on what ought or ought not to be asserted or conceded, in

respect of the rights or claims of this country over America.

This inherent right was never professedly controverted in

that House by the boldest or most implicit ministerialist

;

but this night, for the first time, he heard the principle denied,

or, which was the same thing, endeavoured to be set aside.

The general principle of ministerial responsibility was opposed
to the right of parliament to interfere. Hitherto he had
constantly heard, that this was a parliamentary war, a legis-

lative war, a war not to extend or increase the power or

prerogative of the crown ; no, but a war specially undertaken

to vindicate the supremacy of parliament, and its legislative

superintendance and controul over every part of the BritisJj

14
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empire ; but to-day it has been represented as a minis-
terial war, in the controui of which Parhament have not the
least pretence to interfere, nor to oiler their advi(;e, unless

they are determined to violate the constitution, and usurp the
exercise of the executive power.

This was the uniform language held by those who main-
tained the propriety, the necessity, and expediency of the
American war till this evening; when, for the first time, he
heard tliat the war was no longer a parliamentary war, but
a ministerial one. Parliament have no constitutional riglit

to interfere, say some ; they ought not to interfere, say others

;

because the hands of the King's servants will be so tied up
that they will be deprived of improving those opportunities of
advancing the interests of the country, which they might be
able to improve to the benefit of the nation, if left at liberty

to act according to the various contingencies and circum-
stances which may arise in the course of future negociation.

Here, then, were the most palpable and gross contradic-

tions: if ministers were intreated to make peace, no, said

they, that cannot be ; the American war is a parliamentary

or legislative war ; the crown has no immediate or particular

interest in the prosecution of it; parliament alone are re-

sponsible : but as soon as a proposition is made, calling upon
parliament to interfere, no, again, say the very same men

;

parliament have no right to interfere, nor, if they had, would
it be politic or prudent for them so to do.

After he had stated in the most pointed manner the con-

tradictory language held by ministers, as it suited their pre-

sent purpose, he proceeded to give specific answers to such

gentlemen as had undertaken to controvert the grounds and
propriety of his motion.

A right honourable gentleman on the floor, who had
honoured him with the name of friend (Mr. Rigby) had paid

him compliments which he was not so vain or foolish as to

think were well founded. He felt no consciousness that

the right honourable gentleman's eulogies were fitly applied

wherever his own conduct furnished the subject; but hap-

py as he was in the good opinion and friendship of the

right honourable gentleman, he sincerely wished that he had

forborne that part of his speech altogether ; for he never, as

a testimony of kindness or good will, accepted what came

accompanied with indiscriminate censures upon those whom,

he held most dear, or with whom he was most intimately

connected.

The right honourable gentleman says, that every admini-,

stration since the accession of his present Majesty, let them,

disagree upon what other points they might, were at e.^st

c c 2
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unanimous in one, that of taxing and coercing America. The
right honourable gentleman in the warmth of political zeal,

and trusting with the most unbounded confidence in the fide-

lity of his memory, asserts that the administration, who
passed the stamp act, supported the principle on which the

American war was carried on : that the real political ar-

rangement under the auspices of a noble marquis (of Rock-
ingham) a member of the other House, supported the same
principle, when, by repealing the stamp act, they asserted the

unconditional right and dominion of this country over Ame-
rica by passing the declarator)'^ law. The next administration

is charged by the right honourable gentleman with following

the same track which had been traced out by their predeces-

isors in office; and a justly distinguished and celebrated states-

man, some time deceased, and a noble duke (the Earl of Cha-
tham and the Duke of Grafton), who successively directed his

majesty's councils, are specially pointed out by the right ho-

nourable gentleman, as being the pi'omoters of the port duty

bill, and sending troops to Boston to enforce the legal execu-

tion of that law. They are represented as treading in the

footsteps of the two preceding administrations, so as to prove

the right honourable gentleman's assertion to the unhmited
extent in which he would have it credited ; that every admini-

stration, and every man of every party in a public situation,

had pledged themselves to the support and maintenance of the

American war.

Tlie right honourable gentleman, not contented \vith gene-

ral assertions, has pushed the charge still farther, down to the

actual commencement of hostihties, and to events of even a

later date ; and as a farther confirmation of what he has said

on the subject, has described the American war to have been

in its origin and progress a most popular war. Before I pro-

ceed to controvert the right honourable gentleman's conclu-

tions, feeling as I do, I find myself compelled, from a just and
well founded resentment, to vindicate the character of some
persons, whom the right honom-able gentleman has thought

proper to load v, ith ill-founded aspersions, in the observations

he has made in this part of his speech.

The right honourable gentleman concludes his observations

thus : " Suiely, if the American war be wicked, ruinous,

unjust, and bloody ; if it was planned with folly, prosecuted

with cruelty, and ultimately tends to national destruction

;

the several persons thus described, having maintained the

principle on v/hich the war was commenced, and approved of

the measm'es which actually produced it, were equally unjust

and cruel, and blinded with the same spirit of persecution,

as those to whose lot it had fallen to carry the measures into
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execution which brought on this execrable war." I will meet
the right honourable gentleman on his own conclusion; I am
ready to join issue with him on the merits, and allow that all

he has said and insinuated is strictly consonant to truth ; that

they would be wicked and cruel, if they had either promoted
or approved of such a war ; but I do aver, that the charge is

not founded in fact, but directly repugnant to fair, even to

colourable conclusions ; and, high and powei-fiilly supported
as that right honourable gentleman stands in this House
and out of it, I would recommend to him to be more
temperate in his language when he makes such positive

charges, and draws such severe conclusions against some of
the greatest and most respectable characters in this country.

I am ready to declare my opinion of the right honourable
gentleman's integrity and abilities ; I am willing to give full

credit to his assertions declai'ative of the motives on which he
acted ; I thank him for his very favourable, but unmerited
sentiments respecting so insignificant a person as I am, whom
he has thought fit to exalt into a degree of consequence to

which I am by no means entitled ; but while m the midst of

this shew of kindness I hear my dearest friends and connexions

directly or indirectly charged with what I think the worst and
blackest of crimes, as the authors of a system, or the sup-

porters of measures which led to, and produced the American
war, I cannot accept of any appearances of friendship upon
such terms ; nor can I sit silent without professing my uftnost

disapprobation of assertions every way so ill-founded, and ar-

guments so sophistical and fallacious.

I am ready to appeal to every impartial person in this

House, whether there is not an immense difference between

a speculative assertion of a right, and the enforcing that right

with the point of the bayonet ? I would appeal to those who
hear me, whether there is any similarity between regula-

tions of commerce and actual taxes ? But I shall avoid en-

tering into particulars at so late an hour, and only refer to

the conduct of the noble lord in the blue ribbon, and the

noble lord near him at the head of the American depart-

ment. What was the language of the former ? " We must

and will have a revenue from America ; not a pepper-corn,

merely to maintain an ideal and unprofitable right; but a

clear, substantial, and productive revenue." What was the

language of the latter ? " Not to listen to any terms short

of unconditional submission." What was the purport of the

noble lord's conciliatory propositions but to tax the colonies

by proxy : that is, the colonies to tax themselves, and the

produce to be transmitted home to Great Britain, to be at

the disposal of the British parliament ? What again was the
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conduct of tlie people of America ? Why, they resisted it as

one man, fi'om one end of the North American continent to

the other. The colonies resisted both principles equally;

they resisted taxation in one instance, and foreign legislation

in the other ; they determined, unci voce, to legislate for and
tax themselves.

After explaining himself very fiilly, in order to shevir that

none of the great and respectable names alluded to, nor their

friends, went the length of actual taxation or legislation in any

instance, but so far as the latter might have reference to com-
mercial regulation and mutual benefit, he spoke of his own
conduct and the conduct of his friends relative to the passing

of the Boston port bill. The right honourable gentleman

says, that the Boston port bill passed without a division, with-

out a debate, or any kind of opposition whatever. He has

stated this circumstance, to shew that the measures which im-

mediately })roduced the American war met with the approba-

tion of all parties ; but the right honourable gentleman's ar-

gument upon the presumed fact is as fallacious as the fact it-

self is ill founded. The Boston port bill was opposed in se-

veral of its stages. I opposed it myself, said Mr. Fox, and
there are many within my hearing who also very strenuously

opposed it. The right honourable gentleman avers, that it

was not opposed in either House of parliament. Though it

may not be quite regular to take notice of what passed on
that occasion in the other House, I am warranted in answer-

ing an argument supported upon such ground; and I am war-

ranted to do this upon equal authority; for I know there

was an opposition made to the Boston port bill in the other

House as well as in this ; but I will explain to the right ho-

nourable gentleman what he seems to have forgotten, for I am
not to presume that he purposely omitted it.

The reason why there was not so strenuous and regular an
opposition to that measure, and that no division ensued, was
this : the riot in Boston and the destruction of the tea was
represented by ministers as a partial rising, confined to that

town alone, and not countenanced by any persons of property

even thei'e ; highly disapproved of by the leading people in

the province of Massachusets Bay, and reprobated through-

out the other colonies. Such being the presumed facts, as

stated by those who recommended the measure, with what re-

quest did they come to Parliament ? Tliat, as it was but a
local insurrection, or rather popular tumult, which arose

among the very dregs of the people, the bill would, as soon as

known, have the effect of restoring peace, good order, and
legal government ; and should it prove otherwise, a regiment

or two then mider orders to repair thither would immediately.
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without farther trouble or any effusion of blood, force tlie

townsmen into an obedience to the laws. As the language of
the day was, th.at the sword and the olive branch would be
presented, and offenders would be left to their option. This,
I am free to contend, was the true state of that transaction

;

but at the time I defy the right honourable gentleman to say,

that it was so much as hinted by any person in a responsible

situation, that the parliament of Great Britain had any inten-

tion of enforcing any claims of universal taxation, unhmited
legislation, or unconditional submission.

The right honourable gentleman, and several others who
have spoken since, particularly the learned lord advocate of

Scotland, have made, what they seem to think, a most im-
portant discovery, that I have declined to move a vote, de-

claring the American colonies in resistance independent

;

though, say they, my motion goes precisely to the same point.

If this is meant to hold out to the House, that while I profess

one thing I mean another, nothing, I do assure you, Sir, can
be more unfounded ; for, to be very plain, had not I other

reasons but such as miffht militate against the mere naked
question of declaring America independent, I should not hesi-

tate a single moment upon what was proper to be done ; for,

thinking as I do, that America is lost, irrecoverably lost to this

country, we could lose nothing by a vote declaring America
independent ; but I had even more than one reason : the first

and most pressing motive on my mind was, that I did not

choose to go the full length of what I feared we must, in the

end, be obliged to consent to ; what I know we must, without

reserve, consent to,—to declare America independent ; because

such a declaration, on our part, being an ultimatum, might

beget still higher pretensions in the minds of the people of

America on their own account. The other, that although we
should hold out an offer of independence, we are not so fully

and perfectly acquainted with the connexion between France

and America as to say, whether the point of independence

.being once gained, France would not improve that circum-

stance to her own partial advantage, and on that ground urge

farther claims, to comply with which both the interest and

honour of this country must be sacrificed.

As to the mere single proposition, whether America might

with propriety be declared independent abstracted fi'om otber

considerations, it is perfectly ridiculous to debate about it in

this House this evening. America, as the right honourable

gentleman has confessed, is already independent ; and, as he

well observed, ought to be considered, in one light, as a

public enemy. I most heartily agree with the right honour-

able gentleman, that she is independent : I may possibly dis-
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agree with him, when I affirm again, that she will and must
be independent. It is, however, impossible to say, with any
degree of confidence or precision, to what extent or effect the

other evils the right honourable gentleman predicts may be
averted ; such as the safety of our West India Islands, &c.

but this I am in my own mind authorised to say, were it not

that conciliatory, healing, and friendly negociation, may effect

much in preventing the bad consequences which a vote, de-

claring America independent, might be productive of here-

after, I should, instead of making the motion I have done,

directly have moved, that the American states be declared

independent.

The honourable gentleman who spoke later (jVIr. Adam.)

opposes the present motion, upon what appears to me novel

ground. The honourable gentleman says, or at least he is

pleased to suppose, that very few instances have ever happen-

ed in which the legislature interfered, or offered to control

the executive power ; and the only instance which he seems

to have any knowledge of, or has thought fit to state, he
saj's, proved injurious to the state. That it was not the

only instance, I shall prove by-and-by ; that it had the efi^ect

imputed to it, wants much better proof than that adduced by
the honourable gentleman. The honourable gentleman has

deemed it proper to state certain facts relative to the interfer-

ence of parhament in the reign of King William, yespecting

the conduct ofthe affairs of Ireland. He imagines the affairs of

Ireland went WToug, on account of the interference of parlia-

ment. He carries his imagination still farther, by saying,

that this interference retarded the reduction and settlement of

tiiat kingdom, and as a consequence of the evil effects of j3ar-

liamentary interference, he is pleased to conclude, that as soon

as it ceased, so soon the affairs of Ireland began to wear a

better aspect, and at length were happily and effectually ter-

minated. This appears to me a string of suppositions from

the beginning to the end. No proof; nothing more than mere
assertion is offered in support of either the presumed facts or

ideal consequences ; and when, with infinite reluctance, I find

m.yseif compelled to meet such an argument, if it may be called

one, I feel myself urged to meet it in the only way in which it

can be met, that of doubtino- or controvertinfj the facts, and of

course denying the conclusions.

I should, however, observe here, that the honourable gen-

tleman, and the learned lord advocate of Scothmd, totally

differ upon this point. The learned lord affirms, without re-

serve, that pai'liament have never interfered. The honour-

able gentleman acknowledges that there had been one in-

stance in which parhament interfered ; but it had miscarried.
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To the honourable gentleman I answer, that the public dis-

appointment did notarise from the interference of parhament;
and that there are m ny insL nces upon record where parlia-
ment interfered, besides that which he mentioned : and to
the learned lord, that it had not been an unusual or accidental
interference, but originated from the very frame and nature
of the constitution itself. When the learned lord, in jiarti-

cular, asserted, with so much confidence, that there had been
no one instance in which the legislature expressly interfered

between the state and the king's servants, or offered to control,

or give general or specific directions, I must own, after what
the honourable gentleman, to whose speech I am immediatclv
alluding, had asserted, I was much surprised; because, in the
first place, the honourable gentleman had furnished one ex-
ample of the contrary; because the history of Enolaiid,

sometimes with very good effect, and from the best motives,
gives frequent instances that such a control has been exer-
cised by parliament; and secondly, out of the numerous
examples which might be quoted, the conduct of parliament
in the course of the Succession Avar during the reign of Queen
Anne, furnished a case exactly in point. At that time, as

now, there were two powerful parties in the nation ; one
that thought it better to let the Duke of Anjou mount the

Spanish throne, under the will of the late Spanish monarch,
than plunge the nation into a war, or persevere in it Avhen

commenced ; the other, who thought that the liberties of Eu-
rope depended upon preventing at all risks the Spanish mo-
narchy from being possessed by one of the children or branches

of the house of Bourbon, in the person of the then compe-
titor for the crown of Spain. But see how exactly both cases

tallied. I mean the prevaihng politics of that day, compared
with the proposed effect of the present motion. The parlia-

ment of that day said, no peace with Louis XIV. unless the

Duke of Anjou relinquish his pretensions to the Spanish mo-
narchy, or, as it was then technically expressed, no peace with

France while Spain continues in the possession of one of the

branches of the house of Bourbon. I say, in conformity to

that parliamentary vote, let his majesty be addressed by this

House to give instructions to his ministers to make peace with

America.

The learned lord over the way, whom I always hear with

so much pleasure, particularly when he seems to be at all ac-

quainted with his subject, has been the source of great enter-

tainment this evening, and in nothing more than in his mak-
ing a public confession of his political tenets, or what he has

been pleased to style his political creed or confession of faith.

I always listen to whatever falls from the learned lord witli
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that degree of attention that is justly due to it; but when
political creeds come from that side of the House, I confess

I am much better pleased to hear them come from persons

acting in responsible situations; otherwise they are mere
idle, floating opinions of individuals, which, however respect-

able the persons may be that deliver them, can live but for

the moment, and are by no means binding in future, nor in

fact have any real reference, even to the existing measures at

the time.

The learned lord has, hov/ever, with a candour which is

natural to him, and with a senatorial s})irit of independence

which does him infinite honour, told the House, that he dis-

dains to walk in ministerial trammels, even in the harness

of ^lis noble friend, the noble lord in the blue ribbon. He
says that he never could have thought of entering into a

treaty vidth our rebellious subjects, so long as they continued

to resist the claims of this country with arms in their hands.

He was for no treaty ; no concessions : he would hear of no

terms ; and was resolved never to concede upon any interme-

diate negociation. Unhappily for this nation, it seems the

learned lord had then formed no connections on this side of

the Tweed. His lordship was then no more than an indi-

vidual, equally friendly or inimical to the noble lord in the

blue ribbon and ministers, and to their opponents. He had
then, I say, no influence with the minister arising from per-

sonal intimacy, and the confidence which generally accom-

panies it. So far from it, the learned lord honestly avows,

that among all the friends of government in this House, he

only, and a right honourable gentleman whom I do not see in

his place, (Mr. Welbore Ellis,) had the public virtue to differ

from the minister on the policy of liis conciliatory pro-

position ; and they only had the political foresight to look

forward to the consequences which this mistaken measure

would ultimately produce. The learned lord, pursuing his

fixed line of conduct, honestly confesses he voted for every

question respecting the American war, and for the most vi-

gorous exertions. He says fai'ther, that he never conceived

a second opinion on the subject ; and that if the whole groimd
was to be trod over again, he would pursue the same line of

conduct, step by step. Taxation and legislation over the

colonies were the great objects he proposed at the outset to

obtain, and, in the true spirit of steadiness, he had never

swei'ved, but had strictly pursued the paths which he had pre-

viously chalked out to himself.

' I am well persuaded of the learned lord's great abilities ; I

am equally convinced of his integrity ; and, give me leave to

say, that I am generally astonished at the correctness of his
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memory. But, great as his talents confessedly are, unshaken
as his integi'ity, and wonderful as his memory may be, I

must doubt the truth of the history the learned lord has
given of his own political life, his steadiness, and his other
public virtues, in the shape in which he has thought fit to
bring them forward. The learned lord said, and 1 impute
the assertion solely to a failure of memory, that he never dif-

fered with the minister but in the instance already mentioned.
Now, if I am wrong, the learned lord, I dare say, will set me
right ; but I think I may say, nay, with confidence al'iirm,

that the learned lord, so far from continuing to support the
principles of taxation and legislation, imconditionaliy, and
without reserve, was one of the first persons, after the noble
lord in the blue ribbon, vvho supported the bills, (in the
spring of 1778,) declaring, that the people of America should
never be taxed by the British parliament ; that not a shilling

should be drawn from that country by way of revenue, nor a
shilling raised there should be disposable, in any shape, or

under any pretext, by a British parliament ; that the colonies

henceforward should be their own legislators ; and after hav-
ing thrown away the lives of fifty thousand brave citizens,

and spent fifty millions of money, that all our claims over

America should be relinquished, and a mere nominal sove-

reignty, or ideal, unprofitable connection, be substituted in

lieu of those substantial and high-sounding pretensions, so

ably stated by the learned lord.

I do not say I have the most retentive memory in the world,

and I believe I have not the worst. The learned lord Avill,

I dare say, direct me to the right path, should I deviate from

it. Under this expectation and correction, I believe I may
ventur3to remind the learned lord of his exculpatory apology

when I once before mentioned this, as a proof of his want of

memory, at least, of his want of consistency. I hope, how-
ever, that the learned lord will ever remember it, after this

night, and not again relapse into the same state of total for-

getfulness. The learned lord's answer was, that the American

war ought to be pursued with firmness and vigour till after

Mr. Burgoyne's disaster; ttfter that fatal event, the object

being no longer attainable, another system of policy had be-

come indispensably necessary; but if gentlemen will only

attend to what fell fi-om the learned lord in the course of his

speech, they will collect that he has changed his political

creed for the third time. He was first for coercing America

at all events. When all prospect of success vanished, on ac-

count of the capture of the northern army, in 1777, at Sara-

toga, then he abandoned his system, as no longer practicable
;

but now, for the third time, after the learned lord has



396 STATE OF THE AMERICAN WAR. [June 12.

honestly and fairly confessed, that all substantial expectations

of success are over, he has returned to his first opinion, and

that upon worse grounds than he first took it up. He says,

now peace cannot be made, though there are no hopes even

of succeeding, nor ought it to have been made, so long as

there were any hopes of succeeding.

The learned lord has made a very long and eloquent ora-

tion on the great abilities and exalted virtues of a most

consmnmate statesman lately deceased, the Earl of Chatham.

My youth and habits of life afforded me very little opportu-

nity of being personally acquainted with that great minister

;

yet 'I am sure no man, on either side of the House, reverences

ijie memory of that minister liiore than I do ; nevertheless,

I would be heard, by vray of laying in my claim for others,

who perhaps not exactly thinking with the deceased noble

lord in every thing, have yet conferred great obligations on

their country. I, insignificant as I may be, might differ from

that noble earl in some things, my friends likewise might do

the same; I am happy, however, I have it in my power to

affirm, without the risk of contradiction, that the deceased

earl's ideas respecting the commencement and prosecution of

the American war, were directly repugnant to those pursued

by the present administration, and so warmly defended by the

learned lord. The learned lord has described the deceased

earl in a most awfid and affecting situation, not directly for

the purposes he first mentioned to employ his name ; I mean
to prove that his lordship was a friend of coercion ; but

merely to oppose his dying opinion, reprobating in the

warmest terms any idea of declaring America independent,

to the tendency of this motion. I am sure that great states-

man was sincere, and might have been right in his opinion

then: but is his opinion in 1778, just when France was en-

tering into the war, before Spain joined with France, or was

followed by Holland ; and more than all, before France dis-

puted the empire of the sea, and the American militia were

transformed, or disciplined into regular troops ; before, I say,

any of these circumstances could be known, is it fair to quote

words, which could only have weight when applied to mat-

ters as they then stood, to another given situation totally

different ?

But if the learned lord is mistaken in the deduction he has

attempted to draw from the noble earl's speech, the day he

was struck with his last illness, I am ready to believe that he

could not have been in this part of the kingdom at the time

he states, otherwise he must have known that the Earl of

Chatham, so far from approving of the American vv-ar, repro-

bated it in the strongest manner possible in parhament ; and
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before a single life had been lost, or a drop of blood shed in

America, made two motions ; one by the vvay of bill, for qua-
lifying the rights of both countries; the other by way of
motion, for immediately withdrawing the troops from the
town of Boston. These were his opinions before a shot had
been fired on either side ; and it would be a very needless task

to go into an enumeration of the several patriotic and noble
struggles he made from time to time ; even the last session

he preached peace to ministers, in order to arrest their un-
skilful hands, and stop them in the mad career of blood and
slaughter in which they had involved the whole British em-
pire from one corner to the otlier. Mr. Fox entered into a
variety of explanations elucidatory of this part of his speech,

and again proceeded in reply.

The noble lord who spoke second had called the American
war a holy war. The application of the word holy to the

present war, may have appeared new to every gentleman pre-

sent but myself. It is not nev/ to me, and I will tell the

House why it is not. I was over in Paris just at the eve of

this very war ; and Dr. Franklin honoured me with his inti-

macy. I remember one day conversing with him on the sub-

ject, and predicting the fatal consequences, he compared the

principle of the war, and its probable effects, to the ancient

crusades. He foretold, that our best blood and our treasure

would be squandered and thrown away to no manner of pur-

pose ; that, like the holy war, while we carried ruin and de-

struction into America, we should impoverish and depopulate

Britain; and while we went thither, under the pretence of

conferring temporal, not ghostly benefits upon the van-

quished, our concealed purpose was to destroy, enslave, or

oppress, as it promised best to answer our ends ; while, like

the pretended martyrs, or zealots, in ancient times, we con-

cealed, under this fair semblance, eveiy vice and passion

which constituted human depravity, and human turpitude:

avarice, revenge, ambition, and base as well as impotent

resentment.

But if that was the opinion of that great philosopher in

1776, how much stronger would the comparison hold at pre-

sent ? Like the Cinisade's in the holy war, who went to fight

for the sepulchre of our Saviour, and to possess Palestine, in

order to have the honour of guarding the sepulchre, though

the body had been translated' to another place for many cen-

turies; the present ministers, treading in the footsteps of those

bloody and senseless zealots, still continued to contend for

the possession of an empty sepulchre ; they had relinquished

taxation, they had given up legislation ; they had even offer-

ed to pay the debts of the Americans: and instead of giving
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them laws, of rcccivini^ laws from them * ; but yet this lioly

land was to be maf'e the scene of a holy war ; because at a

former period they toid parliament and the nation, that they

would tax and make laws for America. I have not a syllable

more to add, but to return my grateful thanks for the atten-

tion which has been shewn me. I did not hear a word said

against my motion, but that it would lead to American inde-

pendence ; all therefore I have to do is, to ansv.er that objec-

tion, by taking upon mc to predict, that ministers themselves,

in the course of six months from this day, will offer some
proposition, similar to that which I have taken the liberty to

submit to the House. I know they will, I know they intend

it; and under that persuasion, I trust the fate of my ques-

tion to the fair, impartial, and unprejudiced judgment of the

House.

The House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

,. ^VMr.T.Townshend] .^ f Mr. Adam 7 ,>^^^^^
j Mr. Byng j 99.—Noes |^^ j^ j^^^^j^^^^^^ j 172.

So it passed in the negative.

Mr. Fox's Bill for the Repeal of the Marriage Act.

May 28.

THE restrictions of the marriage act of the year 1753, ^^^^ "^^

only been much complained ofby the younger part of the world,

but had drawn the censure of some more serious, and even well-

informed men, who supposing it unfavourable to population, con-

sidered it as contrary to the policy of all states, but particularly to

that of a commercial nation ; and who condemned it likewise as

being aristocratic in its principle. An inconvenience, arising not

so much from any end proposed by the law, as from some incidental

circumstances of the penalties which were to enforce obedience

to it, was the cause of its being at this time brought into discus-

sion. As publicity was one of the objects aimed at in this law, it

enacted, that all marriages celebrated in places, where banns had
not been usually published, and marriages celebrated, before the

act, should be considered as void ab initio. It happened, that a

great number of new chapels and places of worship had, accord-

* Mr. Fox alluded to the offer made by the commissioners, to permit

deputies from the provincial assemblies to sit and vote in the British House
of Commons.
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ing to various exigencies, been erected since the passing of that
law ; and while the more ostensible, and originally operative parts
of the law were well remembered, nobody "thought of examining
an old act of parliament, on any idea that its penalties extended
to future and necessary contingency. These newly erected cha-
pels, being used for all other religious purposes, marriages were
solemnized in them, without any idea of contravening the letter

or spirit of the law. All these were, however, shaken. The liti-

gious industry of a country attorney, and disposition of the officers

of a parish, at length brought to light the full effect of this clause.

It was evidently ridiculous, that the validity of a marriage should
depend upon the skill of the parties in the antiquities of the place
of celebration. And as the point might become every day more
obscure, and more a subject of discussion, the evils, already se-

verely felt, threatened the most alarming and general consequences,
in the most delicate and valuable of all political considerations.

The first legal decision upon this new question of law, arose upon
the calamitous case of a pauper, with a family of eleven children,

who being denied a settlement by the parish, notwithstanding an
order of the justices in his favour, the matter came into the court

of King's Bench; where the judges, though exceedingly contrary

to their inclinations and feeling, thought themselves under a ne-

cessity of adhering to the letter of the act. This induced Lord
Beauchamp to introduce the business in the House of Commons.
Accordingly on the 28th of May, he moved "for leave to bring

in a bill to remedy certain inconveniences which have arisen by
means of the act of the 26th of George II. for the better prevent-

ing of clandestine marriages." On this occasion,

Mr. Fox said, that the marriage act was a disgrace to the

country and to the statute-book, and he sincerely wished that

the legislature would at length open their eyes to the true and
plain policy of openness and impartiality in preference to pride

and avarice, and abolish those restrictions whicli oppressed

the poor without benefiting the rich. The very object for

which the bill had been introduced and passed into a law was

defeated ; for every body that could pay for a chaise and pair

could be married in spite of its provisions. He recommend-

ed to the noble lord to make his bill go farther. Perhaps the

present proof of the calamity to which it had given birth might

operate with the other House, who were the chief advocates

for the marriage act, and tempt them to do that now which

they had refused before,—to repeal it.

The bill was then brought in and read a first time.

Mr. Fox rose again, and begged of the noble lord to inform

him on what day the bill was to be read a second time. He
acquainted the House with the reason of this inquiry, which

was, that he thought the act now to be explained deserved
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their most serious attention. He wished it was possible to

recal all the arguments used in support of that very impolitic

law, by which the rights of nature were tjTannically circum-

scribed, and impediments thrown in the way of an institution

which every wise legislator should sedulously encourage.

When it was predicted by the opposers of it, that its conse-

quence would be the rendering of marriage contracts insecure,

and introducing endless litigations between families; it was

replied, this is impossible, for every man may look in the act,

and see at once what marriages are legal, and what the con-

trary ; the provisions are too plain to admit of different con-

structions. But how had this been verified ? Thousands had
been inadvertently betrayed into illegal marriages, and innu-

merable suits might be instituted to try their vahdity ; so that

the peace of individuals would be shaken, and parliament be

obhged periochcaliy to pass acts, something like those of in-

soh^ency, to legalise such nuptials as had improvidently been

made. Of this nature was the present bill, and if gentlemen

would thoroughly attend to it, they would see at one view

the necessity of repealing an absurd statute, the mischiefs

resulting fi'om which had been innumerable, while every

good consequence the legislature had in view was constantly

defeated.

June 7.

On the order of the day for the third reading of Lord Beau-

chaTiip's bill,

Mr. Fox rose to offer his opinion on the absurd and im-

provident act which had given rise to the present bill, and
which would, no doubt, give rise to many bills of a similar

nature. He reprobated the intentions of the marriage act in

very severe terms, and considered the Avhole as tyrannical and

absurd, oppressive and ridiculous. He strongly painted the

extreme impolicy and pernicious consequences of restrictions

on marriage, considered in an abstract point of view. He
pointed out many inconveniences that had resulted from the

act of George II., as well to private families, as the pubhc in

its aggregate interest ; that act, he said, had originated not so

much in aristocratic pride, which was the popular idea, as in

a low principle of avarice, which made men covetous to aug-

ment the V. ealth of opulent families, by interested alliances,

and retain all the riches of the country in a few channels, in-

stead of dispersing them into many, which was evidently more
for the public advantage. To this end the most generous

passions of the heart were unfeelingly sacrificed, and the laws
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of nature violated by parental tyranny ; but the means adopt-

ed by the legislature had been as defective as the object was
absurd; ibr not only the access to matrimony v.'as made dif-

ficult, but, by a retrospective regulation^ marriage contracts

were made void, the haj^ipiness of families disturbed, and in-

nocent persons bastardised, if some trifling formalities were
not attended to. Various objections to this efFoct had fre-

quently been urged against the marriage act on former occa-

sions, and he himself had taken an active, uniform and
decided part, in opposition to it, as often as the subject came
before parliament; but his opioions had been controverted,

and always in the event with success; he might therefore be
led to despair of ever overturning this destructive law, did

not the bill now under consideration furnish one very cogent

argument in his favour, in addition to every thing that had
formerly been advanced ; for the pernicious effects of the

mamage act were now made unquestionable, by the necessit}^

of the explanatory bill which the noble lord had with so much
propriety introduced ; to this, then, he would briefly call the

attention of the House, and here rest his arguments, trusting

that gentlemen, who would be convinced by no other species

of demonstration, would at least yield to experience.

Here they saw what had been the consequences of innova-

ting on the old-established forms of marriage; infinite diffi-

culties had occurred; the public in general were totally igno-

rant of those regulations in which the welfare of every family

was so deeply concerned ; and though the act in question was

not only perspicuous in its language, but sufficiently pro-

mulgated by being read on a thousand difFei'ent occasions in

all the parish churches ; yet so little was it understood, that

an infinite number of people had inadvertently formed illicit

marriage contracts, and begot an illegitimate offspring. It

was not in anywise to be inferred from this, that the legislature

had passed the act without proper caution, or omitted any

provisions that might render such a measure inoffensive in its

operation ; on the contrary, it was a matter of astonishment

that a statute could be framed for altering the established

custom in a matter of such universal moment, without pro-

ducing more speedy and more fatal ill effects. Had it been

drawn with that careless hand which many acts were in the

present times, in less than a week after it passed, the bill now
before parhament, or some similar one to explain and amend

it, would have been found requisite ; and perhaps it would

have been happier for the public had this actually been the

case, for the longer the mischief remained latent, the more

pernicious must it in the end be found, and the more incura-

ble. He begged gentlemen calmly to consider what deplora-

VOX,. I. D D
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ble effects might have resulted to individuals bad this defect,

which had now been seized on by parochial interest, been
discovered by a mercenary man in a question of private pro-

perty. Suppose onl}', that where the right to a largo landed
estate was in controversy, a near relation of the possessor be-

ing claimant, had discovered that his opponent's parents were
married in one of these new chapels, and grounded his claim

on the marriage act, as being the next legitimate heir; in

that case he might have defied any court of law in the king-

dom to decide against him, and the other unfortunate party

must have been consigned to infamy and ruin. Perhaps
there might be a man, who would go on the foundations of

law, against the principles of honour and the ties of blood,

to rob ins brother's children of their estates and ibrtuues, be-

cause they might have been tlio children of a marriage igno-

rantly consunnnatcd, like the present. Perhaps the noble lord

then, as now, might bring in a bill for their relief; but in what
a distressing dilemma would the House have stood, when a

man appeared at their bar, demanding not to be bereft of pro-

perty to which, by the plain express meaning of the legisla-

ture, he was legally entitled ! They might consider him, it

was true, as an ungenerous and an unfeeling man : his con-

duct they would justly call dishonourable, but it would be
legal : it would be justified by lav/ though condemned by
morality ; and they must consider him as a man infamously

acting under the sanction of an act of parliament.

He was aware, that the propriety of the late decision liad

been controverted ; that some gentlemen of great legal know-
ledge thought the act erroneously expounded ; that, in the

expression of " churches, in which nuptials have been usually

solemnised," the legislature intended such as might in future

acquire a right by usage, as well as those which possessed it at

the passing of the act. In answer to this he must observe,

first, that, whether just or otherwise, the judgment had
effect tiU removed by some superior court, and that in his

opinion it was founded on a true exposition of the act; but

admitting, for argument sake, tlie contrary, still the difficulty,

if not equally extensive, would be more ])erplexing; for it

would then become a (|uestion, what exact period of time

constitutes a legal usage within the meaning of the statute?

Those marriages first solemnised in chapels built after passing

the act, must indisputably be void ; and as to the subsequent

ones, the strangest confusion in the world must arise, tor of

two couple married in the same church to-day and to-mor-

row, the children*of the one might hereafter be deemed bas-

tards, and those of the other legitimate.

One blot in tliis absurd act of parliament had already beea.
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liit; but who could say how many more were still latent?

JSome there were, without dispute ; for, on his own know-
ledge, he could mention one case of at least equal hardship
with that now under review. The act required that the con-
sent of parents or guardians should be actually obtained and
expressed ; now, there was a noble family, in which, by this

provision, a most disagreeable accident had lately almost
happened ; and as the mischief had been happily prevented,

he might mention it with safety to the parties. A marriage
was about to be solemnised, to which there was the fullest

approbation of tlie families on both sides ; but the consent of

one person, who by the law was entitled to have a voice, by
some over-sight had not been expressly given, not that there

was any reluctance, but that such a formality was not recol-

lected to be essential ; this omission went on till within half

an hour of the wedding, and it was then accidentally thought
of: now, had the ceremony actually taken place under such
an oversight, it would have been illegal, and perhaps, in the

second generation, the legitimacy of the issue might have
been questioned. Though this was the only instance of the

kind within his remembrance, it could not be doubted that

a thousand similar ones existed, and that many couples now
living in securit}-, v.ith full confidence that they had been le-

gally married, might in fact stand in a most hazardous pre-

dicament, both with respect to their o\m reputation and the

interest of their cliiidren. He hoped therefore, that in case

he could not succeed in procuring a repeal of the marriage

act, at least there might be another amendment, making the

express previous dissent of parejits necessary to disannul the

contract, and sustainiuix all marriages which have been so-

lemnised with only their implied concurrence.

There was also another provision in the act that required

explanation,, and if the noble lord had not taken notice of it

in his bill, the omission siiould certainly be supplied ; for all

oersons, who had solemnised marriages in any of these new
chapels, v.ere at present liable to transportation. Under
danger of that penalty stood at }>resent a vast number of cler-

gymen, and some prelates in the Upper House : but as Ame-
rica would not receive them, they must go to the Justitia

hulk, which to be sure would be a terrible thing, and he hoped

the House would interfere to save these reverend and right

reverend gentlemen from so horrid a fate. It was an abso-

lute fact that several, if not all, of the bishops had transr

gressed in this Way, and, by the bye, the House might have

the mortification to see bishops in their lawn sleeves, instead

of preaching the word, heaving ballast on the Thames.

If after the various inconveniencies that this act had been
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found to produce, and the strong arguments that had been so

often urged against it, in opposition to which he had never

healed a solid one in its favour, it was still thought necessary

to endure every mischief rather than suffer that intolerable

abuse of women, (who were unquestionably best qualified to

judge what husband would please,) the being obliged to ob-

tain the consent of parents or guardians, instead of choosing

for themselves, the absurdity of continuing the marriage act

would plainly appear from its being wholly ineffectual. All

the end which the bill was originally intended to answer was

defeated ; and he thanked God that it was so, by the friendly

interposition of Scotland. The people of Scotland rejected

the provision of that law, and were barbarous and uncivi-

lised enough to retain the old maxim, that a woman could

choose better for herself tiian either parent or guardian could •

choose for her. So that all the intention was lost with respect

to the preventing women of high families and large fortune

from marrying without the consent of parents; and there

was nothing left but the tyranny, the 0})pression, the cala-

mity, and the absurdity of the act, in its restraining the mar-
riages only of the people, to whom a journey to Scotland

might be too expensive or inconvenient.

He confessed, he was under some embarrassment con-

cerning the line of conduct which it would be now proper for

him to pursue, for he did not wish to retard the present bill,

absolutely necessary as it was to the happiness of thousands ;

and yet he could not, contentedly, lose so favourable an
opportunity of proposing a re})eal of the marriage act, to

which his enmity had always been irreconcileable. Con-
sidering the late period of the session, he would not wish to

trouble the House to no purpose, and therefore should be glad

to know how the noble lord, not now in his place (Lord
North,) stood affected to the proposition ; for if tliat noble

lord determined to oppose it, he would despair of success, and
would therefore forego his design. He ho})ed, however. Ins

lordsliip would ftt length come into the measure, and there-

fore v.'ished rather that any other member sliould move tiie

repeal than himself; for ho and the noble lord had such a

habit of disagreeing, on almost every subject, that the motion
mioht fare the worse for coming from him. He didnotknow^
how it was, but the marriage act had retained its partizans

longer than any other measure or political tenet whatever;

for among all the intermixtures of party, since its first intro-

duction, the friends or enemies of that act had never changed
sides. He had been called its inveterate, hereditary enemy,
and he confessed he was ; consequently, should an inveterate

enemy propose its repeal, its fiends would probably take
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alai-m, and defend it with all their force ; from this considera-
tion he should be happy to have the noble lord over the way
(Earl Nugent), who had formerly opposed the bill, or any
other member, make the motion, which he otherwise must
himself trouble the House with.

The bill was read a third time and passed. The House were
then very loud in calling out to Mr. Fox to move. He sat for

some time to see if any other gentleman would take the matter
upon himself; but none rising, Mr. Fox got up, and said, that

sines no other gentleman seemed inclined to take the matter out of
his hands, which, however, he was very sorry for, on the account
which he had mentioned, he would now proceed himself; and not-
withstanding the objection made on the ground of the noble lord's

absence, he would make his motion ; for considering the lateness

of the season, no time was to be lost, and there would be oppoi--

tunities enough tor opposing the bill in its different stages, when
the noble lord would be present. He then moved, " That leave be
given to bring in a bill to amend the act of the 26th of George the

Second," intituled, ' An act for the better preventing of c.a^-des-

* tine marriages.' " Mr. Fox said, that his motion stood to amei.ti,

but it was his intention to repeal every part of the act except that

which required a register of the marriage. Leave was given to

bring in the bill, and Mr. Fox, Sir George Yonge, General Bur-
goyne, and Earl Nugent, were appointed to prepare and bring in

the same. On the nth of June, Mr. Fox brought in the bill,

which was read a first time.

June 15.

The second reading of the bill was opposed by Mr. Ambler,
Mr. Yorke, Mr. JoUitte, and Mr. Burke, and supported by Sir

George Yonge, General Burgoyne, Mr. Courtenay, and Earl

Nugent. In this stage of the bill it was that,

Mr. Fox rose, and made his celebrated speech in support

of his bill. He began with arf observation on the ironical

arguments that had been urged by Mr. Courtenay against the

marriage act. They were not, perhaps, such as he should

have chosen to have urged in that House, had he possessed

the talents that Avere necessary for the task. They were,

however, such as would shew the House the absurdity of the

act, and the necessity of repealing it. The defence that had

been set up in favour of the marriage act, was not what could

possibly incline the House to support it. The honourable

gentleman who had spoken last, (Mr. JollifFe,) had argued,

that the act had not produced the effects to which it was said

to be calculated to give rise : no complaints had been made,

no inconvenience had been suffered, until the late instance

in the court of King's Bench, and for this ill consequence,

DD 3



405 REPEAL OF THE MARRIAGE ACT. [Junc 7.

a noble lord had provided a remedy. Was this an argument
for the continuance of the laAv ? What ! because it had been

nugatory ; because, through the happy absurdity of its inten-

tion, it had failed of producing the consequences for which

it was designed, it was to be suffered to continue a disgrace

to the statute book ! If it had taken effect, the honourable

gentleman would then, according to his mode of reasoning,

have had no ubjection to its repeal ; but because it had done

no harm, because it had been ineffectual, because it had been

nugatory, it was to be considered as beneficial, or at least

as harmless. Mr. Fox placed this in various points of view,

and contended that this, which was the only iatelHgible ar-

gument that had been adduced in favour of tlie bill, ought to

instigate the House to a rcj)cal of it; for it was an acknow-

ledgment of its danger, of its impropriety, of its baneful and
pernicious tendency, and all that it meant to infer was, that

its weakness was greater than its wickedness ; that it had not

power equal to its will ; and that having been conceived in

folly, it had ended in disajipointment. Why should n sta-

tute stand upon the books, whoso only defence and v/hose

only merit could be found in its inefhcacy ? It was a ridiculous

and a disgraceful predicament, to which gentlemen were

reduced in support of a doctrine tliat was contrary to die

laws of nature and reason.

He had seen three attempts made to repeal this law ; one

of them he had made himself, and one of them had passed

that House to meet its overthrow in another place; and on

all these occasions he had never heard one good, one sound

argument in favour of the bill. Neither on these occasions,

nor on the first inti'oduction of the bill into the House, agree-

ably to the best of his information, iiad there ever been an
argument advanced in its favour, winch ouglit to have

weighed with the legislature for its passing. Fie believed, as

it had been suggested by his honourable friend, that Sir Dud-
ley Ryder, the then Attorney General, did express a wish

that he had it in his })ovvcr to separate the high from the

vulgar, and prevent their intermarriage and mixture. * Good

* For the debates on the clandestine marriaee i)ill, in IVfay 1753, see

New Parliamentary History of England, vol. 15. p. i.

" A bill passed in the-session of 1753, which met with, naich opposition.

This v/as the bill for the better preventing clandestine marriages. The
fatal consequences of clandestine marriages had l)een long complained of

.in England, as rendering the succession to all property ii^secnre and doubt*

ful. Every day produced hearings of the most shocking kind, in the Court ^

of Chancery, and apjieals in the House of Peers, concerning the validity of

such marriages j and sometimes the innocent sffi-pring were cut off" from

16
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Heaven ! could any tiling be more disgraceful or more con-
trary to the f^j)int and excellence of our constitution ! It was
a ground to which the present friends and supporters of this

bill were ashamed to resort. They flew to other refuge, and
contented themselves with inapplicable arguments drawn from
examples of countries in which there was no analogy to our
own, and from which no fair and just conclusion could be
drawn. But notwithstanding their new artruments, the fact

iind the truth was, that the original intention and purpose of
the act was, as Sir Dudley Ilyder had confessed, to separate
persons of high rank and fortune from the mass of the peo-
ple; and with this infamous design, an act had been made
which only affected the lov.er orders of life; lor all its con-
sequences had been defeated in those circles wh.ere it was
chiefly intended to take eflcct. Whoever could pay the
expence of a post-chaise to Scotland, laughed at and ilcfied

the bill. It was only against those who could not afford that

expence, that it had operated as a grievance. The learned
gentleman who had begun the opposition to his motion, had
gone into a train of reasoning which to him was inexplicable.

He had confounded the laws of man with the rights of nature.

succession, though their parents had been married bonafide, because of the
irregularity of such marriage. On the other hand, both women and meu
of the most infamous characters had opportunities of ruining the sons and
daughters of" the greatest famiUes in England, by convcniency of marrying
in the Fleet, and other unlicensetl places; and marrying was now become
as nmch a trade, as any mechanical profession. Some recent instances of
these evils, coming before the House of Peers, it was recommended to the

judges, by some of the greatest and most^ serious men in the nation, to-

prepare and bring in the bill, which they accordingly did; and having

received great alterations in that House, it was sent down to the Com-
mons ; in which House the most surprizing opposition was spirited up
against it. Mr. Pelham was sincerely against the bill, upon principles of

private conviction. Others, as warmly opposed it, as being calculated

for engrossing all the property in the kingdom amongst great and rich

families. The Attorney and Solicitor General had been at great pains to

study the matter, and were zealous advocates for the bill, as was Lord
Barrington, with several other memlicrs of great weight and consideration,

llr. Henry Fox, who was tlien secretary at war, was as strenuous an enemy
to the bill : Mr. Nugent spoke with groat wai'mth and with gi-eat abilities

against it, as did Mr, Townshend, anil many other gentlemen of tlie mi-

nisterial as well as the anti-ministerial party. In short, the opposition ta

it was such, that during its course through the House of Commons, few

clauses in it remained unamended an(| unaltered, even by the friends of

the bill ; and Mr. Fox holding it up in the House, as Antliony exposed

the murdered body of Ctesar, made a kind of a parody of the speech in

Shakespeare upon that occasion. Notwithstanding this, tiie friendxS of

the bill contended, that tlie principles of it were the same. It passed by

a majority of 125, against 56; and being sent to the Lords, the amend-

juents, after some debates, were agreed to, and it received the royal assent."

(Tindal.)
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and had considered property as a natural right. It ^vas by
no means so. It was an artificial right, the creation of

human means, perfectly adventitious, and by no means con-

nected with the dignity, the rank, or the happiness of nature.

Marriage was, on the contrary, a natural right. He had
asserted this on the occasion 01 his introducing this matter

to the House before, and had been contradicted and laughed

at for the assertion, but he still maintained, that marriage
was a right of nature, to which every creature v/as in com-
mon intitied by the wise laws and dispensations of Providence.

This assertion he explained and proved, by saying, that

the intercourse of the sexes was a natural rif-ht, a right

recognized by the laws of the coiuitry, and of which they

could not be deprived by human institutions. That in-

tercourse was limited by the laws of this, and of every other

civilized and christian country, to a state of wedlock.

This, then, being tl.e only legal condition on which the

natural right of intercourse could be exercised, he was entitled

to say, and after this explanation he trusted he should not be
contradicted, that man iage was a natural right. What, then,

could the legislature of this, or of any country, conceive in

their insolence or in their folly, 'that the}- had it in their

power to reverse the decree of God, to alter the system of

Providence, and to destroy, by a human law, a natural right

!

For this reason he had always conceived, that this act was
one to v,hich the legislature were not competent from their

authority, and much less from their cajjacity. He did not

conceive that parliament had it in their power to destroy or

to abridge one single right of nature; such was the I'ight of

marriage; such was the right of human liberty, for v.hich our

constitution had so amply provided. But if they had pre-

<)Umed, at any moment of pride or avarice, to do that for

which they were not constituted, the other obstacle had in-

tervened, and defeated the intention as well as the end. This
was the obstacle of their incapacity. It had been visible in

other instances : it had operated to the advantage of mankind
in this. For though the marriage act had been framed with

all the ingenuity and all the caution of human skill ; though
there was no error or defect in any of its provisions, yet it

had failed of producing the desired end. Why? For the

same reason that all such bills, however subtle, must fail,

in which the cunning of man dares to set himself up in oppo-
sition to infinite wisdom, and to the eternal laws of God.

But it Avas said ; " this act does not destroy the right of

marriage, allowing it to be a natural right, it only suspends

ihe enjoyment of that right for a time : after the age of twenty-

one the party is at liberty to enjoy that right, for then he
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or she is arrived at the age of judgment and of discretion."

The futiHty of this argument was evident from the recital of

it. Was there any such limitation in the laws of nature?

Did she point out any period when the human mind might
without fear be left to follow its own dictates in the enjoy-

ment of this great ligjit and purpose of tiicir being? After

having matured the creature for the enjoym.ent of the right,

did she restrain him for a time from that enjoyment ? No

;

on the contrary, nature pointed out the tyranny of the restric-

tion by the general opei*ation of her system. The age at

which the sexes were marriageable was several years sooner

than the age of twenty-one, and for several years, therefore,

they were deprived of the enjoyment of this natural right.

They were deprived of the exercise of it in that season of life

most favourable to all the noble and generous inducements
of the mind, when with the warm incentives of love and affec-

tion the sexes met without those low and sordid views which
interest pointed out, and which age and avarice confirmed.

The season of youth was the season of passion, when the heart

possessed all its feeling and sensibility, untainted by the mer-
cenary considerations which afterwards our commerce witli,

and knowledge of, the world were likely to inspire. This,

then, was the season when connections were likely to be formed
between the sexes, which having their origin in mutual pas-

sion, were calculated to confer permanent felicity. It was
passion and not reason that was the best capable of providing

for our happiness in wedlock.

If we were in every great occurrence of our hves, and par-

ticularly in this, to wait for the slow decisions of reason and
discretion, what must be the consequence ? Solitary single-

hood and general depopulation ! For if men, in a cold and
sober mood, were to sit down to calculate all the probable

advantajjes and disadvantao;es of wedlock, the disgusts and
anxieties, and all the tribe of contingencies to whicli the weak-
ness and vices of the heart so often give birth, how few, how
comparatively few, of the human race would venture on the

state ; for in such a calculation, what were the considerations

that would have weight? Similarity of age, gentleness of
disposition, and above all, union of hearts ? No ; these would
be secondary considerations, and the primary would be for-

tune, birth, connections, and splendour. These were the

motives that actuated parents and guardians in their negocia-

tions for their chiUh'en and wards, and these were the causes

of all the multiplied varieties of connubial misery. It was
to him a plain, simple, and positive maxim, that no person,

not even a parent, with all the love and tenderness which he
might be pgpospd to pog§ess, and Doyufh, less a guardj^an witli-
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6ut those ties,, could possibly judge so well for a son, a daugh-

ter, or a \frard, as the person themselves. We were always

the best judges of what was most agieeable to our own dispo-

sitions, our ov\Ti wants, and our own desires in life. In that

generous season, which was prohibited by law, the young
parties were more likely to judge well for themselves than

their parents or their guardians. Tlie one would decide fi-om

passion, the other would argue from pruden'ce ; and in this

respect it was, that, as his honourable friend had with truth

and beauty expressed it, " the heart of youth was wiser than

the head of age."

Philosophers might argue as they pleased for the preva-

lence of reason ; it was however a fact, which neitlwr mora-
lists nor philosophers could deny, that nature had planted

passions in the heart of man for the wisest purposes, both of

religion and of life ; and it was finely calculated in manyr

cases, to subdue and overthrow reason ; to rise superior to

its slow authority, and to urge the mind to enterprizes, in

which there was at once both danger and delight. Dean
Swift had a maxim, in the truth of which he agreed as

thoroughly as he ever did in any sentiment or axiom what-^

ever. It was, " Tliat there were two passions in the human
heart superior to the government and controul of reason, and
which were planted there by a particular providence, for the

preservation of the species ; these werc, the love of life, and

the love of the sexes." Tlie first was of manifest advantage,,

for were it not for this principle, wrapped round our hearts,

and made part of our being, could we, in moments of agony
and despair, resist the influence of reason, and her forcible

persuasions to annihilation? This love of life made us bear up
against the torrent of disaster, and all the evils with which we
were doomed to struggle in this world. The love of the sexes

had equal operation on our conduct. It rose superior to all

the chilling dictates of prudence, and made us hazard that,

which, if we were to consult conveniency, safety, and advan-

tage, perhaps we ought with caution to avoid. These prin-

ciples, then, were wisely planted in our bosoms for the pre-

servation and the happiness of the species ; and no human law

could possibly destroy or even diminish them.

But it was said— What ! shall the indiscretion of an hour,

of a moment, of a rash moment of deluded passion, be the

means of fixing permanent misery on an unhappy youth, or

an unfortunate female, by an unadvised marriage ? To this

he should answer in few words, and in very express terms,

that such was the provision of nature, that when persons

entered into the state of wedlock they were doomed to suffer

its hardsliips or to enjoy its pleasures. It was a consequence
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which the legislature of this country could not by its autho-
rity prevent. As well might they attempt by power or by
art to overcome all the other dispensations of nature. An
well might they say, that it was a melancholy consideration

that a female, in consequence of one false step, of one indis-

cretion, should incur penalties of an excrutiating and a per-

manent kind ; that she should be forced to bear about a tedi-

ous burthen for nine months, and be subject to all the con-
finement and pains of pregnancy. True : but it was a law
of nature which neither the talents nor the power ofman were
able to subdue, and which it would be wickedness and pre-

sumption to attempt. This was exactly the case in the pre-

sent instance. The sufferings and enjoyments were the lot

of man, and were not to be assumed as a reason for impolitiCj

unjust, and cruel prohibitions.

Besides, on the principles of whiggism, the marriage act

was unjustifiable, and inconsistent with the spirit of our con-
stitution. The spirit of whiggism held and declared it as

a doctrine of British privilege, that no subject should be forced

to obey a law to which he did not give his consent by him-
self or his representative. Tliis law hov,^evcr, in contradic-

tion to this avowed principle of liberty, erected an arbitrary

authority in the parent and the guaidian over the child and
the ward. He knew that many virtuous men, who loved and
maintained the principles of whiggism, from their mistaken
zeal for this act, refused their assent to tliis argument; and
said, that surely an authority might be securely vested in

the parent or the guardian, as they nmst be conceived to be
more capable, from superior reason and intelligence, ofjudg-
ing in this important })oint for the happiness of those intrusted

to their love and care. This was an argument which would
certainly apply with as nuich justice and weight to despotism

as to parental authority. It was the argument constantly

made use of by tyrants to justify their power. " Wliy do
you attempt to deny me power and tlespotic sway ?" says the

king of France, or any other unlimited mona!ch, " assuredly

I will exercise it for your benefit. What ! shall ploughmen
be left to deliberate and decide on what is best for them ?

Shall laboiu'ers— shall mechanics— shall the lowest and most
ignorant of the people be pemnittcd to judge of government ?

No, they know not what is good tor them
;
place despotic

authority in my hands, you \nny place it with confidence, as

it will be exercised v,ith moderation, and you may also be
assured, that it will be held and employed only for your good."
This was always the delusive and the weak plea lor despo-

tism. And what was the answer of those who stood up for the

elevation of the species on the basis of just government and
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common liberty ? " No ; every man, even the lowest and the

most ignorant labourer and mechanic, knows best what is good

for him to enjoy, and what is painful for him to suffer. No
man can contrive his happiness and his comfort so well as

himself, and therefore he will submit to no law in which he

has not a voice, either by himself or by his representative."

This was the true doctrine of whiggism, and it applied as

folly and effectually in this case, as it did in that of civil

government. But it was immediately said, " What ! would

you permit a boy of fourteen, and a girl of twelve years of age

to judge for themselves ? Would you suffer them to yield to

the hasty emotions of desire, and mai-ry without the consent

of their parents ?" In all this stile and train of reasoning,

there was the most palpable deception. People argued on

this ground, as if there was no interval or intermediate space

between the age offourteen and that of twenty-one. By this

they endeavoured to divert the mind from the true considera-

tion of the question. If parliament in their wisdom thought it

fit that there should be a limitation, let them, in the settling

of that restriction, consult the decorum of nature, and take

her example for their guide. Let them from observation and

experience affix to the right of marriage the period which the

general mother of mankind points out for its enjoyment, and

not suspend it for seven or eight of the most valuable years

in the life of man. lie had framed his bill indeed, without

any limitation in this respect ; because, being forced himself

to undertake the task, he was under the necessity of framing

it agreeably to his own inclinations and sentiments on the

subject ; but though he thought that there should be no re-

striction whatever as to the time of marriage, he was not so

bigotted to his opinion on this point as to resist the sense of

the House, and would be ready to hear the opinions of gentle-

men on this topic.

But there was another argument against this restriction,

whidi, in his opinion, was of a very strong nature, and with

which he could not by any means reconcile the conduct of

the legislature in passing the marriage act. The established

religion of the land, the religion which they all respected

and professed, that of protestantism, did not admit of celi-

bacj^ in any degree. It denied marriage to no human being,

but considered it as a divine institution for the wisest pur-

poses, which ought to be encouraged, not retarded by the

laws of society. Could the legislature then, agreeably to

the solemn constitution under which the}'^ had their authority,

consistent with tlie oaths which they had taken, and with

every obligation, moral and political, could they presmne to

alter or to innovate the religion of the kingdom ? Could
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ihey graft the inconvenient branches of popery on the trunk

of protestantism ? No. The rehgion of the land in all its

parts was sacred, and they had it not in their |)ower to de-

prive their fellow-subjects of one right enjoyed under the

dis})ensations of that religion. What did the marriage act

do ? It established celibacy for a considerable part, and that

too, as he had said, the most valuable part of the life of man,
unless he should submit to authority inconsistent with human
freedom and with British rights. Celibacy even for a time,

when enjoined by arbitrary mandate, was contrary to our re-

ligion ; the wise and the pure policy of which was to invite

the species to matrimony, as the most expedient and the hap-
piest means of intercourse in society and of population on
the earth. It wisely foresaw that no human institutes could

possibly counteract the great purposes of nature, and seeing

that the love of the sexes would promote tlieir intercourse, it

wisely and properly appointed the ceremony of marriage,

and it confined it to no description of persons, but extended
it freely and fully to all. It was his sincere opinion, that the

population which took place in the world without mar-
riage was inconvenient to a country, and never answered the

purposes of general increase. The reasons were obvious to

every common observer; and, in a stile of the descriptive,

which we are not able to imitate nor to report, he drew, and
exhibited a couple in a state of connubial industry and felicity,

and again the same couple in a State of illicit debauchery and
misery. The comparison had all the beauties of truth and all

the energies ofeloquence.

In that generous season, said he, which this marriage
act labours and intends to blast, a young man, a farmer, or

an artisan, becomes enamoured of a female, possessing, like

himself, all the honest and warm aflfections of the heart.

They have youth, they have virtue, they have tenderness,

they have love—but they have not fortune. Prudence, with

her cold train of associates, points out a variety of obstacles

to their union, but passion surmounts them all, and the

couple are wedded. What are the consequences ? happy to

themselves and favourable to their country. Their love is

the sweetner of domestic life. Their prospect of a rising fa-

mily becomes an incentive to industry. Their natural cares

and their toils are softened by the extacy of affording protec-

tion and nourishment to their children. The husband feels

the inticeraent in so powerful a degree, that he sees and
knows the benefit of his application. Every hour that he
works brings new accommodations to his young family. By
labouring this day, he supplies one want, by labouring ano-

ther, he imparts one convenieney or one comfort ; and thus.
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from day to day, and week to week, he is roused into acti-

vity by the most endearing- of all human motives. The wife

again, instigated by the same desires, makes his house com-
fortable, and his hours of repose happy. She employs what
he earns with economy, and while he is providing food a«d
raiment for his children, she is busied in the maternal culti-

vation of their minds, or the laudable exertion of their young
hands in useful labour. Thus while they secure to them-
selves the most sober and tranquil felicity, they become,
by their marriage, amiable, active, and virtuous members of

society.

View the same couple in anotlier light. Bound together

in heart by the most ardent desires, and incited by their pas-

sion to marry without having any great prospect before them,

their parents intervene ; they are not arrived at the age of

twenty-one; uiulcr the authority of the marriage act, their

parents prevent their marriage. They restrain them from
committing, agreeably to this law, the crime of matrimony
without their consent.

*' Sed nietuere patres quod non potuisse vetari."

lliey ma}^ restrain them from marriage, but they have it not

in their povvcr to jirevent their intercourse. The couple, re-

strained in their desire of marriage, with a transition as na-
tural as it is easy, give way to their inclinations, and a con-

nection ensues, in which there is more of indiscretion than of

guilt. What arc the consequences ? Enjoyment satiates the

man, and ruins the v>'oman ; she becomes pregnant ; he, pro-

secuted by the parish for the maintenance of the child,

is initiated in a course of unsettled pursuits and of licen-

tious gratifications. Having no incitement to industry, he
'OSes the disposition, and he either flies the place of his resi-

dence, to avoid the expence of the child, or he remains the

corrupter and disgrace of his neighbourhood. The unhappy
female, after suflering all the contemptuous reproach of re-

lations and all the exulting censure of female acquaintances,

is turned out of doors, and doomed to struggle with all the

ills and diflicultirs of a strange and a eevcve world. The mi-

serable wanderer comes to London, and here, after waiting,

perhaps, in vain to procure some hospitable service, in which
she might be able to ictrieve or conceal her misfortune, she

is forced, much oftener by neccssit}' than inclination, to join

that unfortunate description of women, who seek a precari-

ous subsistence in the gratification of loose desire. Good
God ! what are the miseries that she is not to undergo ! what

are the evils that do not result to society I but above all, what

must be the consolation of that legislature, who, from, pride
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and avarice, are mean enough to inflict such misfortunes on
their country !

The honourable gentleman said, that these observations

went chiefly to that part of the act, which prohibited per-

sons from marrying before the age of twenty-one, without
the consent of parents or guardians. He had very deter-

mined objections to this clause ; but it was not the part to

which he principally objected. The nullity was the abomi-
nable part of the bill, to which he could never by any means
be reconciled. In a variety of the most forcible arguments,
he shewed the fatal consequences that must result from this

provision. The inconveniencies and calamities that must
be felt by families, in the loss of reputation and of fortune,

he had pointed out on a former day. He had shewn, that,

under the profligate cruelty of this law, the unhappy chil-

dren of mai'riages not solemnised agreeably to all the restric-

tions of this law, might be disturbed in their succession, and
bastardised by a decision of the courts of Westminster, years,

or perhaps, generations, after the time. In the law of inhe-

ritance, a prescriptive possession for sixty years quieted all

other claims ; but here there was no prescription, and conse-

quently there would and could be no security. After a fa-

mily had been in the unmolested possession of an estate for

500 years (and at some time the act will have lasted so long),

a flaw may be traced in the ceremony of an ancient marriagCj

and, though generations have intervened, the possessors may
be driven from the estate. This was an evil of the most se-

rious magnitude, against which the legislature could not too

carefully i)rovide. Even those great families of the aristo-

cracy, who were induced from pride and avarice to make and
support this act, might one day be biougnt to feel the danger
of counteracting the dispensations of nature, by suffering the

consequences.

The greatest argument that had ever been advanced in

favour of this nullity Avas, that indiscreet young men and
women should not be doomed to suffer, to the end of their

Lives, the consequences of onQ hasty act of passion. Then,
examining the law on this ground, what did it do? It pro-

vided relief for the consequences of one passion of the most
amiable nature, the passion of love ; but it removed the pos-

sibility of conquering the effects, or of atoning for the

rashness of other passions, the base passions of pride, anger,

and avarice. A young couple, not yet arrived at the age of

twenty-one, induced by the strong, virtuous, and generous

passion of love, marry without the consent of their parents.

The parents, who have other ideas of happiness than those

which are centered in loye, are inflamed with meMi and mer-
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cenary resentment, and in the violence of this bad passion,

they procure the marriage to be declared null and \oid. The
young cuuple, happy in themselves, overlook the disappoint-

ment ot fortune, and amidst a beautiful progeny, doomed
though they are to the shame and the penury of bastardy,

experience all the delights which a marriage of the heart is

calculated to bestow. But what is the fate of the miserable

misguided parents? Their resentment having given way to

time, their passions of pride, avarice, and anger, having

softened into parental tenderness and forgiving contrition

;

seeing their children happy, and surrounded by a numerous
offspring, they relent, and are anxious to undo what they

have done,—but in vain ; in one rash, violent fit of passion,

they have made the marriage null and void, and bastardised

the issue, and now no human power can make them other-

wise. They may I'epent, but they cannot atone for their

guilt. They may die with the miserable reflection, that by
their unfeeling conduct their children's children will be de-

prived of their just rights, but they cannot live to prevent it,

or to make them amends. Such, then, has been the wise

foresight and the generous guardianship of parliament ; they

have provided a remedy for the indiscreet exercisq of an
amiable passion, but they have taken care to prevent the pos-

sibility of remedying or of atoning for the rash and unjust

violence of a bad passion. The errors of the son are to be
suffered for a day ; the guilt of the parent is to endure for

ever.

The honourable gentleman dwelt with great energy on
several of the calamities to be suffered by this provision of

rendering the marriage null and void, and said that there was
no alleviation of the consequences to be procured, nor any
remedy, as the act now stood. He particularly adverted

again to the argument urged by Mr. Ambler, that property

was a natural right, and ought to be considered in settling an
union between the sexes. He abhorred the idea bf making
property a consideration in wedlock, and of assuming artifi-

cial distinctions in this respect as an obstacle and objection to

union. He mentioned the recent case of a right honourable

couple which had come before the lord chancellor (he meant
the case of Lord William Gordon and the Honourable Miss
Irwin) ; when that decision was made, he confessed he was at

first tempted, notwithstanding the reverence which he had
for his eminent abilities and integrity, to blame him for the

doctrine which he held, but he was taught to consider the

decision, which he made, as the result of the act. He was
not the guardian of the lady ; there was only vested in him,

by means of this act, a sort of guardianship with respect to
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the property of the lady. The example served, however, to

convince him of the extreme absurdity of such a mode of

deciding on the propriety and impropriety of an union.

That a person, whose habits and employment in life, chiefly

confined as they were to Chancery suits, should be appointed

as the arbiter of matrimony, and that men and women should

be brought before him, that it might be argued and debated

whether 900/. a year was a proper match for 1,500/. a year;

and whether 500/. a year on the one side, and 700/. a year

on the other, with some advantages on this side, and some
disadvantages on that side, were fit matches for each other

;

and that these should or ought to be considerations for prevent-

ing the alliance of two rational beings, whose happiness was
to consist in their attachment to each other in the mind, and
not in their casual situation with respect to fortune, was to

him the most absurd and the most ridiculous doctrine that

could possibly be imagined. He full}^ believed that the lord

chancellor (Lord Thurlow) had upon that occasion done his

duty in follov.'ing the dictates of the law in the case he had
mentioned ; but it was an argument which ought to convince

the House that such a power ought not to be established,

silice in fact it went to make marriage a mere matter of cal-

culation, which a grave, rigid lawyer, who, having gained the

bench of a court of law, may be supposed to have got the bet-

ter of the passions and sensibilities of love, might decide with

truth and accuracy. He wished to rescue matrimony from
the disgrace of beincc a scheme of traffic, and to restore it toDO ,

its just dignity, nature, and end,— an alliance of love, of sen-

timent, and of sympathy.

He took notice of a circumstance which he had forgot to

mention before; but though it was out of place, it would
not be out of season ; and that was, that when guardians

stood up in opposition to the marriage of their wards with

the men of their hearts, they generally did it from motives

of personal interest, and seldom failed of producing the

punioses which they had in view ; for, by preventing their

marriage, they generally induced them to wed some friend

or relation of their own, for the sake of their fortune, to the

ruin, perhaps, of their peace and tranquillity for life. The
honourable gentleman, after many other arguments of the

most admirable nature, came to a conclusion, and said, that,

being unv>'illingly made the person to whom the task was

committed of introducing this bill into the House, he had
framed it, agreeably to his own desires, which were undoubt-

edly for the total repeal of every part of the marriage act,

except the register. But as he knew well the force and effects

of prejudice on the human mind, that in tijne it became a part

VOL. I. E E
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of our nature, and was too powerful either for the force of
reason or of truth to overcome, he was willing to abate a
great deal of what was proper, in order to secure what was
practicable. He wished to hear the sentiments of gentlemen
on the subject ; to receive their assistance ; to be instructed

how it might be modified in such a manner as to conciliate

itself to the severe prejudices of the other House, that at least

a part, if not the whole, of the evils, might be overcome. He
was particularly anxious to take away the nullity. If that

could be effected, which was the most material in its conse-

quences, he should not be so strict and eager about the period

of limitation. At the same time he declared, that if he
failed, he should not despair ; he would watch times and sea-

sons, and he pledged himself that if ever he observed a mo-
ment favourable for the repeal of the act he would embrace
it, in the persuasion that the parhament of this country could

not long remain so absurd or so ignorant as to give their sup-

port to such a law.

The question being put, that the bill be read a second time, the

House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

«. C Mr. Fox ) ^. fMr. JolIifFe 1
^^^« JLord Mahon j 9° ^^oes ^^^ ^^^^^^ j 27.

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

June 20.

In the committee on the bill, Mr. Fox moved a clause, by which
persons were declared marriageable without the consent of parents

and guardians, at the ages, the woman of sixteen, and- the man of

eighteen, and that all marriages solemnized at an earlier age of

each of the parties should be null and void. He said his own opi-

nion was so strong against fixing the age so high, and in favour of

fixing it much earlier, that he could not divide in support of his

own motion, should the sense of the committee be taken upon it,

but that he bowed to the prejudices of mankind ; and merely from

a hope that by paying so much respect to them he should secure

the safety of his bill, he had consented to introduce the clause.

Lord Mahon said he would move as an amendment, to alter the

ages to eighteen the woman, and twenty-one the man. Mr. Dun-
ning said, he should vote both against the clause and the amend-
ment, because he thought them both wrong. He was for suffering

young women to marry at fifteen, declaring that they were as ripe

for marriage then as at a more advanced age. Mr. Fox shewed
his learned friend that, according to his clause, it was those only

who married without consent of guardians that were to be restrain-

ed till the man was eighteen and the girl sixteen. Under the

marriage-act, young folks marrying with consent of parents and
ijuardians might marry as early as his learned friend wished. He
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said farther, that 't was to rescue the young ladies from the influ-

ence and tyranny ot g'iardi«ns anc^ -parents that he chh'fly wished to

introduce tliis clause. If tae committee would agree thai young
ladies might be marriageable at an earlier ape, h iiad no objection
to enact that the young men should wait longer. At length the
committee divided : for Mr. Fox's motion 36 ; for Lord Mahon's
amendment 7.

June 27.

On the order of tlie day for the third reading of the bill, Sir

William Dolben said, that though he was an enemy to the mar-
riage act, and considered the restrictions laid upon the sexes as

exceedingly unadvised and detrimental, yet he was afraid that the
House was now going too far. If the marriage act was too severe,

the present bill was too loose, and gave more liberty than persons
of the green age stated in the clauses, ought to be indulged with.

The consequences would be precipitancy of marriage, and all the
train of licentious evils arising therefrom. Lord North thought
the marriage act had produced the most beneficial consequences.
In respect to the clause which limited the age of the sexes, the

women to sixteen, and the men to eighteen, he saw no reason

whatever for it ; and thought, if the marriage act was to be affected

with regard to the particular clause of age, it would be better to

repeal the clause altogether, than to cut off three years of the

time limited by the law as it now stood.

Mr. Fox said, that the objections he had heard stated that

day were so perfectly new, that he could not be silent, but
must say a word or two in answer to what had been thrown
out, both by the honourable baronet behind him, and the
noble lord in the blue ribbon. And first, he could not but
observe, that it was a little extraordinary that the gentlemen
should have reserved their objections till the present moment.
Various opportunities had offered for opposing the bill ; but
in all the debates that had occurred upon the subject, neither

the noble lord, nor the honourable baronet, had thought
proper to use one of those arguments which the House had
just heard. The honourable baronet had been pleased to

attack his bill, by saying, that the clause which allowed of
early marriages would encourage hcentiousness. This he
could not but consider as a very singular objection; early

marriages might be hable to objection on the score of impro-
priety or imprudence, or indeed on any other score than that

which the honourable baronet had thought proper to men-
tion ; for undoubtedly, if he had looked the dictionary through,

he could not have picked out a word that was so little appli-

cable to a clause encouraging early marriage, as the word
licentious. With regard to what the noble lord had said on

E E 2
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the ground of the clause, which hmited the age of persons

capable of marriage to sixteen and eighteen, he was ready to

agree, that it would have been better to have made no limita-

tion whatever, but to have repealed the clause in the marriage

act altogctJier.- That had ever been his opinion, but in defer-

ence to the judgment of other persons, he had consented to

the limitation as it now stood. The noble lord had talked of

the good effects of the marriage act ; he would not say but
there might have been occassion for some regulation respecting

those marriage shops which were so common in every part of

London when that act passed, but then, considering the act

altogether, he was confident there never was an act more of-

fensive to general liberty, more inimical to population, nor

more odiously aristocratical. It had been made an argument,

that the marrias-e act had been effectual, and this argument
had even been insisted on in the present session, when a bill

was pending in the other House to remed}' an evil arising

midcr the marriage act, and which that act, it was notorious,

had been found incapable of preventing. It was evident, from
that instance, that the marriage act was ineffectual ; and what
was the purpose of the bill at that time in the other House ? It

was merely this ,* the marriage act having been proved inca-

pable of its intended operation to prevent doubtful marriages,

that bill wisely took away its other and more odious power,

the power of punishment where doubtful marriages liad taken

place. The njarriage act, therefore, was no longer to be

boasted of as an adequate preventive. It had been found

to be inefrectual in its best and most just object, and what he
wanted by his bill was, to take away its worst object, that of

inflicting merciless puniehment. As the act now stood, the

law respecting mari-iage in Great Britain contradicted the

religion of the country. The marriage act was totally incon-

sonant with the genius of llie people, and was opposite to

every principle of our constitution. He wished therefore to

make the law of marriafje conformable to our relimon, and to

remove those fetters, which an arbitrary, unnatural, and aris-

tocratical statute had imposed on the minds of tlie youth of

both sexes. The noble lord had said, that marriage was still

free in Scotland, and that marriages there solemnized could

not be said to be precipitate marriages, or marriages not suf-

ficiently considered ; surely the noble lord forgot, that when
they talked of Scotland, they must consider it as it stood re-

latively with regard to the geography of all England. Though
it must necessarily take some time to go from London or

Middlesex to Scotland, certainly the case was otherwise with

regard to the counties of Cumberland and Kortliumberland,

raid the persons resident therein. After arguing this for some
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time, he said the marriage act was not merely odious in his

eyes, but odious in the eyes of the bulk of the people without
doors. It ever had been so, and it was impossible it should
be otherwise; on the present occasion, he flattered liimself^

he should divide with a majority against the noble lord's opi-

nion, and that for this reason; the House rai'ely failed to

speak the sense of the people at large, whenever a question

came before them upon which they could vote freely, and
where none of those considerations mixed in the bus-iness,

which were supposed to influence men's minds on points

'where politics interfered.

The question being put, that the bill be read a third time, the

House divided

:

Tellers^ Tellers.

Y^.^JMr. Fox 1 v- f Mr. Ord, 7
^^""^

^General Burgoynej" 75- ^^oes
JMr. MacdonaldJ ^3-

The bill was then read a third time and passed ; and Mr. Fox
was ordered to carry it up to tlie Lords. On the 1 2th of July the

bill was rejected by the Lord^, on the motion for the second
reading.

Mr. Fox's Amendment to the Address of Thanks on
THE King's Speech at the Opening of the Session.

November 27.

JL HE King opened the session with the following speech :

" My Lords, and Gentlemen,—When I last met you in par-

liament, I acquainted you with the arduous situation of public

affairs at that time ; and I represented to you the objects which
I had in view, and the resolution with which I was determined to

persevere ift the defence of my dominions against the combined
power of my enemies, until such a pacification could be made as

might consist with the honour of my crown, and the permanent

interest and security of my people. The war is stiil unhappily

prolonged by that restless ambition whicli first excited our enemies

to commence it, and which still continues to disappoint my
earnest desire and diligent exertion to restore th.e public tran-

quillity : but I should not answer the trust committed to the

sovereign of a free people, nor make a suitable return to my
subjects for their constant, zealous, and affectionate attachment

to my person, family, and government, if I consented to sacrifice,

either to my own desire of peace, or to their temporary ease and
relief, those essential rights and permanent interests, upon the

maintenance and preservation of which, the future strength and
E E 3
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security of this country must ever principally depend. The fa-

vourable appearance of our aifairs in the East Indies, and the safe

and prosperous arrival of the numerous coiamercial fleets of my
kingdoms, must have given you satisfaction ; but in the course of
this year, my assiduous endeavours to guard the extensive domi-
nions of my crown have not been attended with success equal to

the justice and uprightness of m}' views ; v:^d it is with great

concern that I inform you, that the events of war have been very
unfortunate to my arms in Virginia, having ended in the loss of my
forces in that province. No endeavours have been v/anting on my
part to extinguish that spirit of rebellion which our 3nemies have
found means to foment and maintain in the Cv)lnnles, and to

restore to my deluded subjects in America that happy and pros-

perous condition which they formerly derived from a due obedience

to the laws ; but the late misfortune in that qu-^rter calls loudly

for your lirn: concurrence *nd assists. ice, to frustrate the designs

of our enemies, equally pr?judicial to the real interests of America,

and to these of Great Britair. In the last session you made a

considerable progress in your enquiries into the state and con-

dition of our dc -linions and revenues in the East Indies :—You
will, I am persuaded, resume the prosecution of that important

deliberation with the same spirit an:I temper in which it was
begun, and proceed with the same attention and anxiety to con-

sider how ihose remote province." njay be held and governed with

the greatest security and advantage to this country, and by what
means the happiness of the native inhabitants may be best pro-

moted.
" Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; I will order the esti-

mates for the ensuing year to be laid before you. I rely on your
wisdom and public spirit for such supplies as the circumstances of

our affairs shall be found to require. Among the many ill conse-

quences which attend the continuation of the present war, I most
sincerely regret the additional burthens which it must unavoidably

bring upon my faithful subjects.

" My Lords, and Gentlemen ; In the prosecution of this great and
important contest in which we are engaged, I retain a firm con-

fidence in the protection of Divine Providence, and a perfect

conviction of the justice of my cause ; and 1 have no doubt but

that, by the concurrence and support of my parliament, by the

valour of my fleets and armies, and by a vigorous, animated, and
united exertion ofthe faculties and resources of my people, I shall

be enabled to restore the blessings of a safe and honourable peace

to all my dominions."

An address, framed in the usual manner, was moved by Mr.
Perceval (the present Lord Arden), and seconded by Mr. T. OrJ.
After which,

Mr. Fox rose, and in a speech of considerable lengtli,

entered with his usual ability and success into the merits of

the important question, of continuing or abandoning the

American war. He said, that he rose to move an amend-
ment to the address, for the same reason that the honourable
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gentlemen had risen to propose and second it. The task
had been assigned to them because they were young men, and
young members of that House. There was a favour about
youth which recommended its actions ; but there was more
than the favour of youth requisite to give grace to the motion
for an address to the throne on the present occasion; il

required the benefit of inexperience, the recommendation of
ignorance ; for what man, who had observed the conduct of
ministers for the last two parhaments, who had been members
of that House, and had had opportunities of knowing the mea-
sures of government, could have been brought by any means
to disgrace himself by the motion ? The most servile or the

most profligate adherent of ministiy, however he might have
gained a seat in that House, or however submissive he might
have been rendered by pension or place (and that there were
such members m as but too true), could not have been brought
to move for this address, if he had been for any time a mem-
ber. It was therefore with prudence assigned to the present

gentlemen, because they were fortunately unacquainted with

what had been seen and executed in that House. He was
ready to do justice to the discernment of ministers in this

respect : but for the same reason that they had moved and
seconded the address, he now rose to propose the amend-
ment. Though he was a young man, he could not be called

a young member of that House. He had been present and
seen the whole system of his majesty's ministers ; had heard
their progressive madness, impolicy, or treachery ; and he
was now confounded at their presuming to look the Com-
mons' House of parliament in the face, much more to sit and
hear such an address to the throne moved for at such a junc-

ture. That they should dare to bring down such a speech

after what they had done, was to him a subject of astonish-

ment, nay, a subject of horror. It shewed that they were
divested of all m.odesty as well as principle, and that they

had formed the dreadful resolution of going on to the last

act of the tragedy, and completing the ruin which they had
so successfully begun.

There never was any moment when it was so necessary

for him to take notice that the speech from the throne was
not to be considered as the speech of the King, but of his

ministers. The present was the most extraordinary that he
had ever known. He must pause a while on the audacity of

ministers (for he could give it no gentler term), in putting

such language into the mouth of the sovereign. If men were
unacquainted with the nature of our constitution, and knew
that the speech was contrived by a .cabinet-council, what
would they pronounce the present speech from the throne to

E E 4
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be ?—What ! but that it was the speech of some arbitrary,

despotic, hard-hearted, and unfeeling monarch, who, having
involved the slaves, his subjects, in a ruinous and unnatural

war, to glut his enmity or to satiate his revenge, was deter-

mined to persevere in spite of calamity, and even of fate

:

That it was the speech of a monarch incapable of feeling his

own misfortunes, or of sympathizing with the sorrows of his

people, when the high prerogative of his despotic will was
disputed ; for despotic monarchs were the most tenacious of

their rights, as they called them, and allov^^ed nothing to the

feelings or to the comforts of their fellow-creatures. The
speech spoke out a bold and sanguine language, and he was

glad of it. It was better that the people should know what
they were to expect, and what to suffer, than that an insidious

air of lenient intentions should cover and conceal the same

dreadful plan. But he called upon every honest man in the

House to say if it was not his firm dependence and trust to

have heard a very different speech on that day. He would

refer it to the candid feelings of every man in the House.

He had not been many days in town, but he had been long

enough to hear and collect the opinions of men, and he de-

clared that it was the general sentiment, that we should have

heard his majesty, on that day, declare from the throne,
<' that he had been deceived and imposed upon by misinfor-

mation and misrepresentation; that, in consequence of his

delusion, the parliament had been deluded, but that now the

deception was at an end. He saw that he had been in an error,

and that he and his people had suffered enough from the

consequences of it. That, therefore, he requested of his par-

liament to devise the most speedy and direct means of putting

an end to the calamities, and restoring peace, security, and
happiness to his dominions." He said, that this was the

general opinion ; but instead of this, they had heard a speech,

breathing vengeance, blood, misery, and rancour. It spoke

exactly this language :
" Much has been lost ; much blood,

much treasure, has been squandered; the burthens of my
people are almost intolerable; but my passions are yet un-

gratified, my object of subjugation and of revenge is yet

unfulfilled, and therefore I am determined to persevere."

This was the language ; and for this language ministers were
answerable: the men who had brought us to our present

situation, and reduced us from the splendor and the strength

and the happiness which we enjoyed, to the disgrace, the weak-

ness, and the danger into which we stood at present, yet

dared to come forward, and tell the representatives of the

people of England, that they were not yet satisfied ; that they

had not yet done enough ; that they determined to persevere

II
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in the American war, and to spend more of the treasure,

and lavish more of the blood of these very people, althouo-h

there was a general clamour against it, and out of that House
the loudest disapprobation was expressed, and the most direct

condemnation of the system.

There was one thing which he must take notice of: the
honourable gentleman who had made the motion had been
unadvised. He had lavished part of that oratory in an attack
which was all necessary to defence. He advised him to
husband his abilities, and reserve them all for the defence of
the ministry below him, rather than waste them in attackincp

the opposition. He had charged them with expressino- joy
at the triumphs of America. It would have been becomin«-
in him to have had one quality of youth, candour, on the
occasion, and to have stated fairly what he chose to repre-
sent. It was true he had said in a former session, that it was
his sincere opinion that if the ministry had succeeded in their

first scheme on the liberties of America, the liberties of this

country would have been at an end ; and thinking this (as

he did) in the sincerity of an honest heart, he was pleased
with the resistance which they had met to their attempt. If

the honourable gentleman had thought the same thing, if he
had joined him in the opinion, that ministry, had they suc-
ceeded in their first attack upon America, would afterwards

have succeeded in an attack upon Britain ; he no doubt would
have wished success to American resistance ; at least if he had
been an honest man, he would. Tliis was his opinion, it

had always been so ; he might be wrong, but he from his

heart believed it ; and he called upon the honourable gentle-

man, when he next mentioned the assertion, to take notice

also, as in candour he ought, of the opinion that accom-
panied it. That great and glorious statesman, whose memory
every gentleman would revere, the late Earl of Chatham,
entertained this opinion in the very commencement of the
dispute ; and feeling for the liberties of his native country,

thanked God that America had resisted the claims of this

country. But " all the calamities were to be ascribed to

the wishes, and the joy, and the speeches of opposition."

Oh miserable and unfortunate ministry ! Oh blind and in-

capable men ! whose measures are framed with so little fore-

sight, and executed with so little firmness, that they not
only crumble to pieces, but bring on the ruin of their

country, merely because one rash, weak, or wicked man in

the House of Commons makes a speech against them ! Oh,
what miserable statesmen must these be, who frame their

measures in so weak and wretched a manner as to make no
provision for the contingencies of fortune, nor for the raeh
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passions— say, if it pleases the House, the wicked passions

of men ! Could they expect that there would be no rash, no
weak, no wicked men in this kingdom; or were they so

rash, so weak, and so wicked, as to contrive measures of such

a texture that the intervention of any unforeseen circum-

stance broke them to pieces, ind with their failure destroyed

the empire of which they h;id the government ! It was
said against administration, that they had no responsibihty.

People desired to know who was the minister, and who was
answerable for the iniquitous measures of government. The
ministry felt the difficulty of the question, and hesitated a long

time in the answer ; but at last, having found out an expe-

dient, they exclaimed in triumph, " Oh, yes, responsibility

!

to be sure there must be responsibility ! there are persons

accountable to the people for the measures of government."

"Who are they ? " The persons," reply the ministry, " are

responsible, who have always opposed our measures." This

was the strange and the ridiculous manner in which they

argued, and endeavoured to shuffle themselves out of that

responsibility which they knew to be so dangerous. If they

had succeeded, they would have taken all the credit and all

the praise to themselves ; but because they have failed, they

throw the blame upon those men who endeavoured to prevent

the calamities by stopping the cause; they throw it upon
the men who saw them in their career to a dreadful preci-

pice, determined to throw themselves from the immeasurable

height, careless of the death that must ensue fi'om dashing oil

the rocks and plunging into the sea below, and who endea-

voured in vain to stop them in this mad intent. They seized

us upon the brink, say ministry, and by their efforts to stop

us, prevented us from taking the glorious leap which we had

intended: if they had suffered us to dash into the abyss

without molestation, then we should have been happy. When
this sort of language was held, he had always treated it with

silent ridicule; and if he had now given it any serious re-

ception, he begged the House to pardon him. It was unin-

tentionally if he had, for it merited nothing but ridicule and

contempt.

The honourable gentleman who had seconded the motion,

said, that " the House had impatiently heard narratives of

the American war, and of the measures that had led to itj

and he trusted that there would be no more retrospective

censure in the present moment." Impatiently ! Had the

House heard them impatiently ! Ministers must bear tt>

hear them again, and on that day they must hear them

;

that was the day when the representatives of the people must

re-call to tlie ears of his majesty's ministers the disgraceful
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and ruinous measures that had brought us to this state.

They must hear of them not only here, but he trusted that,

by the aroused indignation and vengeance of an injured and
undone people, tliey must hear of them at the tribunal of
justice, and expiate them on the public scaffold. He saw
a learned gentleman smile at the word scaffold. [Mr. Dun-
das, the lord advocate of Scotland.] What ! did not the
learned gentleman think that it was yet time for punish-
ment ? Had they not in his imagination done enough, or had
they more caiumities to inflict, more negligence to exemplify,
or rather more treachery to complete? What was the learned
gentlemai's opinion? When did he think the fit moment
would arrive, when suffering would be supineness, and re-

tribution be jusit ? It was his opinion that the day was now
approaching, that it was at hand, when the public would no
longer submit, nor the ministry escape. Their conduct was
unprecedented in any age or in any history ; it beggared the

records of nations : for in all the annals of kingdoms ruined
by weakness or by treachery, there was not an instance

so glaring as the present, of a country ruined by a set of
men, without the confidence, the love, or the opinion of the

people, and who yet remained secure amidst the storms of
public disastei'. The honourable gentleman who had se-

conded the motion, had called for unanimity. He demanded
to know if they meant to insult that side of the House when
they asked for unanimity, and designed to continue the

American war? They had opposed it from its commence-
ment; they had opposed it in all its progress; they had
warned, supplicated, and threatened ; they had predicted

every event, and in no one instance had they failed in pre-

dicting the fatal consequences that had ensued from their

obstinacy or from their treason. If in a moment like the

present, a moment of impending ruin, men who loved their

country could have any comfort, he confessed he must feel

it as a comfort and consolation, that when the history of this

dreadful period should come to be written by a candid and
impartial hand, he must proclaim to posterity, that the

friends with whom he had the honour to act were not to be

charged with the calamities of the system. In justice to

them he must declare, that they did all that men could do
to avert the evils, to direct them to a more safe and ho-

nourable track, but they had failed in their anxious endea-

vours to save their country. Thus much at least the his-

torian would say, and thus would they be exempted from

sharing the condemnation, though they now suffered the

calamity in common with the rest of their unhappy fellow-

subjects.
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The honourable gentleman had told us, that we must not

despond ; and at the same time he had given us a picture of

our situation, which he confessed to be more serious than

pleasing. He talked hope to the ear, but he had spoken de-

spondency to the heart. This was his serious picture, and a

most serious one it was. You are now suffering these things

from m.easures the most wise, the most prudent, the most

necessary, executed Avith firmness and with foresight, and in

a cause the most just and upright. Was it so ? Then hov/

much farther distant from despondency was the picture which

he would give than this serious, but not desponding, picture

of the honourable gentleman. I cannot, said Mr. Fox, ex-

press my sentiments of the situation of tins country better

than by applying to it the address of the celebrated orator,

Demosthenes, to the Athenians. " I should," says he, " de-

ject and despair, I should consider your situation as desolate

and irreparable, if I did not reflect that you have been brought

to this state by weak and improvident measures, and by weak

and treacherous men. If your affairs had been managed
wisely, if your operations had been firm and steady, and after

all you had been reduced to this situation, I should have

indeed despaired of deliverance; but as you have been re-

duced by weak and by bad men, I trust you may be recovered

by wise and by upright governors. Change your system and

you may yet flourish ;
persevere, and you must be ruined."

This was exactly his opinion of the present situation of this

country : If their cause had been just and virtuous, if their

measures had been wise and vigorous, if their ministers had

been capable and zealous, and after all we had been brought

to our present situation, he should have despaired of de- ^

liverance; but as it was there were yet hopes, by substi-

tuting a just and a virtuous system in lieu of the present

oppressive and disgraceful one, by substituting wise and vi-

gorous measures in room of the present ridiculous and im-

potent schemes, by substituting activity and zeal in the place

of indolence and treachery, and by changing in short the

whole plan and conduct of government. His motive for this

advice was not that he wished to succeed to those places of

trust; he sincerely wished their present possessors good of

them ; they had rendered the offices of trust and power most

unenviable to men who loved their honour, and whose only

object in accepting them would be to promote the splen-

dour, the security, and the happiness of this country. Let

them, in the name of Heaven, enjoy the emoluments for

which they have lavished so much ; and if cur ruin must be

accomplished, let it be compleated by the same baneful hands !
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The honourable gentleman exhibited two pictures of this

country; the one representing her at the end of the last

glorious war, the other at the present moment. At the end
of the last war this country was raised to a most dazzling
height of^ splendour and respect. The French marine
was in a manner annihilated, the Spanish rendered con-
temptible; the French were driven from America: new
sources of commerce were opened, the old enlarged ; our
influence extended to a predominance in Europe, our em-
pire of the ocean established and acknowledged, and our
trade filling the ports and harbours of the wondering and
admiring world. Now mark the degradation and the change.

We have lost thirteen provinces of America; we have lost

several of our Islands, and the rest are in danger; we have
lost the empire of the sea ; we have lost our respect abroad
and our unanimity at home ; the nations have forsaken us,

they see us distracted and obstinate, and they leave us to our
fate. Country! " This 'was your husband; this is your
husband." This "joas your situation, when you were go-

verned by Whig ministers and by Whig measures, when you
were warmed and instigated by a just and a laudable cause,

when you were united and impelled by the confidence which
you had in your ministers, and when they again were strength-

ened and emboldened by your ardour and enthusiasm. This
25 your situation, when you are under the conduct of Tory
ministers and a Tory system, when you are disunited, dis-

heartened, and have neither confidence in your ministers nor

union among yourselves; when your cause is unjust and your
conductors are either impotent or treacherous.

He said, that he should not go into a minute detail of the

transactions of ministers in the progress of this accursed war,

but only trace them through the leading features, which
would shew the plan and system they had pursued. They
commenced war against America after that country had
offered the fairest propositions, and extended her arms- to

receive us into the closest and nearest connection. They did

this contrary to their own sentiments of what was right, but

they were over-ruled by that high and secret authority which

they durst not disobey, and from which they derive their

situations. They were ordered to go on with the American
war or quit their places. They preferred emolument to duty,

and kept their ostensible power at the expence of their coun-

try. To delude the parliament and the people, they then

described the contest to be a mere squabble. It was not

America with whom we had to contend ; it was with " Han-
cock and his crew :" a handful of men would march trium-

phant from one end of the cgntinent to the other. This wa«
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the language sounded in that House, and for this language a
leai'ned member of it, (Lord Loughborough,) was exalted to

the dignity of a peer, and enrolled among the hereditary

council of the realm. He was thus rewarded for no other

merit that he could ever discover but that of vehemently abus-

ing our fellow-subjects in America, and calling their opposi-

tion the war of " Hancock and his crew !"

Having by misrepresentation deluded the parliament into

the contest, they endeavoured to continue the delusion by pro-

mising the country gentlemen a revenue from America. Tliis,

like all the rest of their fictions, was what they did not them-
selves believe, but it was necessary to the occasion. They
saw the French raising an armament in their ports; great

preparations were evidently making, which demanded the

notice and the enquiry of the British ministry long before

they openly professed this resolution to support the indepen-

dence of America. What did our ministry do ? They suf-

fered these armaments to go on, they came down day after

day, and professed that France was friendly in her disposi-

tion ; nay, after they knew that the propositions were hostile

against Great Britain; that they were intended to resist us
in our attempts upon America ; when it was no longer in the

power of ministry to conceal the irksome truth, and when
they were galled with what was told them of it in that

House, they adjourned it for a considerable time, just pre-

vious to the conclusion of the treaty between France and
America. Why did they do all this ? Because if they had
not, they must have been forced to go to war with France at

a much earlier period than they did ; w hich they could not

have done without giving up the American war, the object

of their ambition, because the parent of their fortune, and
the tenure on which they held their power. They had wil-

fully and positively plunged this country into a war with

France, with Spain, and with Holland, by a treacherous

acquiescence in the designs of France, for the mere love and
attachment that they had to the American war. If they

had crushed the -preparations of France in their infancy ; if

they had called her to a peremptory account before their

naval equipments were matured; would any man breathing

say, or suspect, that the French would have dared to act as

they did, or presume to go to war with the whole strength

of this country, undivided, unweakened, by the prosecution

of a mad war against her colonies ? Surely not. But they

pursued another policy. He would not say that he believed

they v/ere paid by France; it was not possible for him to

prove the fact ; but he would venture to say, that they de-

served to be paid by the grand monarque, for they had
12
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served him more faithfully, and more successfully, than ever
ministers served a master. If the French king heaped trea-

sures upon their heads; if he exhausted his exchequer to
enrich them ; if he even drained his resources for their sakq,

he purchased the aggrandizement of his kingdom at an easy
rate ; for they had done more for its permanent advantage,
more towards the accomplishment of the grand object of
French ambition, that of universal monarchy, than all the
preceding adftiinistrations that ever France had employed,
nay, more than all the Httle atchievements of Louis le Grand.
He, in his aim to acquire universal monarchy, grasped only
at the conquest or the purchase of a few barrier towns, and
by pursuing these impolitic means, had exasperated and roused
Europe against him.

But the present system of France had been more deeply and
more sagaciously laid. If there should be a deliberation be-

tween the king of France and his subjects on the best means
of extending and establishing the projected universal monar-
chy ; what would be the tenor of their conversation ? " We
must, the king would say, weaken and destroy our grand and
most formidable rival, Gi-eat-Britain. To be sure, reply the

subjects; but this cannot be done without diminishing and
exhausting ourselves. Yes, says the king ; we shall not strike

a blow ; we will make them cut and mangle one another

;

we will employ om' ministers ; those ministers who are paid by
Great Britain for doing our business, to go to war with their

master's subjects and destroy themselves. This accordingly

is done. The prime minister of France, whom, said Mr.
Fox, I now see sitting over against me, goes to war with
America for the maintenance of rights, of trifles that were
never disputed, and remains deaf and blind to the calamities

and the intreaties of the people. Oh ! but, say the subjects

of France, Great Brit; ^n will triumph if we do not interfere.

Then, says the monarch, we will interfere ; after deluding
these men with empty unmeaning professions, which no
creatures but themselves would believe ; we will come in at

the critical moment to give the finishing stroke to American
independence. All this will be great, will be masterly ; the

subjects would reply : Britain will be weakened ; but by this

we shall only have an equal share in the circulating commerce
of America : Nay, we shall do more, says the king, we shall

conciliate the affections of America; we will conclude a
treaty with America, and by being instrumental to her inde-

pendence, incline her by obligations to a preference in favour

of France." All tliis may be supposed to have occurred be-

tween the king of France and his subjects ; and still farther it
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might have been said, that in order to complete the design of
establishing an universal monarchy, they must destroy the

other rival powers of Europe ; the naval powers were the

most to be dreaded, and, after Great Britain, of these naval

powers the Dutch were the first to be overthrown. How
could they do that without weakening themselves? Why,
replies the king of France, how, but by instigating our faith-

ful servants, the ministers of Great Britain, to go to war with

their nearest, dearest, and best friends the Dutch. True,

their interests are inseparable ; they are like the right hand
and the left of one immense and terrible body ; by a brotherly

combination of strength and action they are irresistible, and
the House of Bourbon must fall before them ; but divide

them, nay, not only separate them, but set them to tear one

another, and they will crumble before us. To do this would
be impracticable with any other set of men ; but nothing is

impossible for those ministers in the scale of absurdity or

madness to attempt. This would no doubt be said, and what
must be the astonishment, what the feelings, what the tran-

sport of Frenchmen, when they perceived Great Britain

go to war with the Dutc^ without a cause, for he declared

he never yet could discover a cause for which we went to

war with that power, forgetting all the interests, all the

policy, and all the connection by which we had ever been

and ought always to be guided with respect to her. What
must have been the exultation of Frenchmen, when they saw
the fleets of Admiral Parker and Admiral Zoutman ; fleets

that ought never to have met in any sea but on terms of

friendship, meet to tear one another to pieces : in short, it

was impossible for any set of men, however well inclined

they might be to favour the interests of France, to serve her

more effectually than his majesty's ministers had done ; and
yet we were constantly hearing the ministry exclaim against

the perfidy of France: they made his majesty, from the

throne, speak in the same style, of the restless ambition, and
the perfidy of France. He exceedingly wished, that as we
could not give them hard blows, we would be decent enough

not to give them hard "words : but it was the fashion of his

majesty's ministers; they loved to talk in bitter terms. But
why was the perfidy of France so bitterly inveighed against?

W^as that any thing new ? Was the treachery of France of

a late date, or her enmity to this couDlry, or her desire

to weaken us, or her restless ambition ? They were aH

established as axioms in politics ; and none but the present

statesmen would have suffered themselves to be deluded by

professions to the contrary, however speciously ihcy might
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be made, especially when there was incontestible evidence

against them, in the preparations which they were making in

all their ports.

The honourable gentleman who had seconded the motion,

had strongly called for unanimity, and afterwards recommended
the prosecution of the American war. Were the ministry con-

fident enough to expect that there could be unanimity on that

subject ? JHad they not, from the outset, declared their firni

imequivocal abhorrence of it ? Had they not declared and pre-

dicted what had come to pass ? Had they not by every argu-

ment and means which respectful zeal could suggest, called upon,

urged, and instigated them to put an end to a war which could

only be productive of ruin and disgrace ? Every period of it had

been marked with disaster, and the last misfortune was such,^

as took away the final hope, even ofthe most violent abettors ot

the war. The honourable gentleman had said, that we could

notblame the unfortunate and gallant lord who commanded the

brave army in Virginia ; that we must receive him with praises

;

for victoi'ies had been the preludes to the surrender ofhis army.

He would join that honourable gentleman in bestowing the

warmest praises on the noble Earl ; for not to him did he im-

pute the disaster, but to the ministry, by whose savage obsti-

nacy he was ordered to persevere in an expedition against the

evidence both of fact and reason. But had not all the tran-

sactions of this war been of the same sort ? Had not all the

generals been brave, and all unfortunate? The conquest of

Ticonderago had concluded in the surrender of Saratoga.

The victory of Brandywine had ended in the recall of Sir

William Howe ; and the battle of Camden in the capitulation

at York. It had been with Earl Cornwallis as it was with

General Burgoyne:

" The paths of glory lead but to the grave"

It had always happened so, and it must always happen so in

the prosecution of this disastrous war. General Burgoyne
had been brave ; General Burgoyne had failed ; and General

Burgoyne had been reviled, persecuted, and proscribed ; so

had General Sir William Howe ; so, perhaps, in his turn,

would be the brave and unfortunate Earl Cornwallis : though

he did not know where these candid men intended to fix the

blame ; whether upon Lord Cornwallis, or on Sir Henry
Clinton, or on both; or on Admiral Graves, or on all. But
it would soon be discovered; their dirty literary engines would

be set to work, and calumny would come forth in all the insi-

dious garbs that inventive malice could suggest. They would
place the blame any where, but in the right place ; in their

own weakness, obstinacy, inhumanity or treason. To some
one of these causes the blanie was to be attributed, and not to

VOL. I, F r
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any failure in the execution of their plans. Two years since,

a right honourable friend of his had moved the House, that

our troops should be withdrawn from America, under a firm

persuasion, that the French troops joined to the Americans,
would be irresistible ; and that left to themselves, their jea-

lousy of one another, and their passions might be favourable to

Great Britain^ The motion was rejected, because, it was
said to be impossible that the Americans should suffer a French
Army to enter into their provinces. So httle did his majesty's

ministers know of the intentions, or of the disposition of the

people Avith whom they were at war ! The event now con-

firmed the idea of his right honourable friend, whose military

knowledge of the colonies would not be disputed. Now then,

put a period to the contest. The French and the Americans
are joined. The French and the Americans have taken an
army. There was no part of the unfortunate disaster at

York-town so portentous as that circumstance, or that gave

him so much concern. It led to more fatal consequences than

the loss of seven thousand men. The circumstance of this

conquest being accomplished by the combined army of France
and America, would superinduce a claim of acknowledgment
and of gratitude, that would tie the two people together in an
alliance of friendship, and give rise to commercial connections,

which would shut out the only prospect that remained for this

country of re-establishing a friendly intercourse with America,
and having the benefit of her trade. Some of the persons be-

longing to his majesty's council were not so sanguine as others.

Some, for whom he entertained respect, as private gentlemen,

were not so sanguine as to believe, that if the people of Ame-
rica were really determined against us, we could ever reduce

them to obedience. One of these, for whom he had great

respect, a right honourable gentleman on the floor, (Mr.

Rigby,) had said, upon the capture of Charlestown, that if that

event did not produce fortunate conclusions in our favour,

he should despair of success, and be ready to acknowledge,

that it was an improper and mad thing to continue the contest.

Now then, he called ujx)n the right honourable gentleman
to stand up, and in the face of the world act up to his pro-

mises ; for it was now proved, that the capture of Charles-

town had concluded in the suiTcnder of an army. Had any
other consequence risen from it? No; none. The right

honourable gentleman, who professed to be open, and' dis-

dained the insidious dealing of saying one thing one day, and
another the next, just as it might suit the occasion, would
rise, therefore, he trusted, and call upon his majesty's mi-
nisters to put an end to this war.

There was one circumstance in the conduct and language
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both of the ministers and of men of all parties, which he could
not help taking notice of; it was, that amidst all their sorrow
for the loss of Earl Cornwallis and his brave army, there
was one thing which gave them great consolation, and for
which they were grateful : it v/as, that our fleet had not ven-
tured to fight the enemy. Hear it, Mr. Speaker, said the hon-
ourable gentleman ; it is a source ofjoy, new in the history of
Great I^rilain, that we rejoice on the occasion of one of our
fleets not venturing to meet and fight the enemy ! To this even
were we reduced, and our joy on the circumstance " was well
founded ! The honourable gentleman who seconded the mo-
tion had given great praise to Earl Cornwallis, and justly so,

as he had already said ; but in his opinion, the most brilliant

part of the noble earl's conduct was, that even in the midst of
his embarrassment, in the very moment of peril, when he ex-
pected every hour to be assaulted, and himself^ with the whole
army, to be put to the sword, he retained and expressed the
purest patriotism and love for his country, in the anxiety which
he shewed for the safety of the fleet !

" Do not venture to re-

lieve me, my fate is determined ; do not decide the fate of our
country by including yourselves in tlie disaster." But, indeed,

the whole conduct of Lord Cornwallis was great and distin-

guished ; where enterprize, activity, and expedition was wanted,

no man had more of these qualities. At last, when prudence
became necessary, he took a station which, in any former period

of our history, would have been a perfect asylum. He planted

himself in York and Gloucester, and preserved a commuuica-
tion with that which used to be the country and the dominion
ofGreat Britain ; a communication with the sea. It used t« be
the country ofan English commander, to which he could retire

with safety, if not with fame. It used to be the country on
which he was invincible, whatever might be his strength on
shore. Here it was that Earl Cornwallis was stationed on the

borders of Great Britain, and by which he preserved a com-
munication with New York, nay, with the city and the port

of London. But even this was denied him ; for the ocean was

no more the country of an Englishman, and the noble lord

was blocked up, though planted on the borders of the sea ; nay,

was reduced even to thank God, that a British fleet did not

attempt his rescue. He said, he was far from meaning to in-

sinuate that Admiral Graves was in fault; the ablest com-

mander in the universe would have acted as he did, even

Lord Hawke : the great and the gallant Lord Hawke, whose

name he might now use with reverence, as he was no more,

(for it was not the fashion to venerate living authorities ;)

and whose memory would ever be held dear, as the father of

the British navy, would have acted In the same manner. He
F F a
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who lived during the splendour of die British navy, and who
perhaps was happy to retire that he might not live in its de-

cline; even he would have acted in the same manner. Mr,
Fox said he had taken a good deal of pains to inquire ; he
had conversed with the ablest officers on the subject ; and he
had it in his power to do so, for all the ablest officers were

on shore ; and they declared unanimously, that it would have

been madness in Admiral Graves to have ventured to attack

the French fleet in their position in the Chesapeak; that

it could not have been done without the utmost risk of losing

the whole fleet, as well as the army that was on board. How
different was this from what it used to be in the English navy !

In former wars to meet an enemy and to fight, to com-
mand a squadron and to vanquish, was the same thing. A
British admiral knew not what it was to retreat from a French

squadron, of be apprehensive of engaging them. But this,

among other things, the Earl of Sandwich had introduced into

the service of Great Britain. Fie had made it an essential part

of the duty of an English admiral to run away from an enemy.

He, that first lord of the admiralty, who had declared in his

place, in the House of Peers, that he deserved to lose his head
if he ever failed to haA^e a fleet equal to the combined naval

power of France and Spain—he had forfeited the penalty of

his bond ; the Earl of Sandwich had forfeited his head, for

the Earl of Sandwich had not a fleet in any quarter of the

world equal to that of the house of Bourbon ! In America^

the British squadron, under Admiral Graves, amounted to

twenty-five sail of the line. The French squadron, under

De Grasse, to thirty-five sail; in America, then, we were

unequal. In the West Indies a decided superiority against

us had been manifested by the occmTences of the campaign.

We had lost the island of Tobago ; a large Spanish squadron

was now triumphant in those seas, unopposed by any British

force whatever, capable and ready to do what they pleased.

True ; we had taken a defenceless island, and disgraced our-

selves by the capture; a capture productive of no good, (no

national good he meant, for undoubtedly the conquerors

would have benefited by the plunder,) and by which we had
l^rought upon^our name and arms the greatest stigma that

could fall upon an enlightened nation, that of barbarity.

In the West Indies then we were inferior, and so inferior

that there was not a man of any experience who did not

tremble for the safety of our dearest possessions in those

seas. Unequal in those tv,-o places, it might be thought that

our great superiority was employed in some exploit in another

part of t)iQ world. Where ? how ? was it m Europe ? In
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Europe, the Channel fleet did not at any time consist of

more than 27 ships of the hue, and the combined fleets

amounted to 47 sail, and blocked up the mouth of the English

channel ; claimed the proud dominion of the seas on our

coasts, and took within our view a valuable and a numerous
fleet of traders. In the English channel, then, we were

inferior. But perliaps in the northern seas there was a great

commanding squadron to overcome or to destroy the Dutch
marine. Was there so? Admiral Parker met and fought

the enemy with an inferior force, and there was a circum-

stance occurred in this part of our naval management whicii

gave a most striking picture of the admiralty system. After

Admiral Parker had written home to inform the board that

the Dutch squadron was much larger than they had given hiin

to understand or expect, they dispatched a cutter to him witii

the intimation that there were two ships lying at Harwich,

fully equipped and ready for sea at an hour's notice, which

he might have if he desired them. Instead of sending these

ships, in consequence of the information which the Admiral

had given them, they sent a cutter,* and lost the opportmiity.

Admiral Parker met the Dutch fleet in the mean-time, and

fought without the addition of these ships, by which, perhaps,

and indeed in all probability, he would have procured a

decisive victory, and have destroyed or maimed the Dutch

force for the rest of the war. But by this ignorant, treason-

able conduct, instead of a victory, there was only a drawn

battle. But perhaps we had been superior in the Mediter-

ranean, and in the Baltic ! No ; in the Mediterranean we

durst not even attempt to relieve an invested island, the

island of Minorca ; nor relieve a blockaded garrison, the.v'

garrison of Gibraltar ; two places that were always hithertd

considered to be of the last importance. In the Baltic, we

had given up the right of fighting, even when attacked ;
we

must not dare to fire a gun in the Baltic. In the European

seas, then, we had been unequal to the enemy in all the ope-

rations of the c£fmpaign. In the East Indies we were not

superior to the enemy. He had heard in the king's speech,

of the prosperous state of affairs in the east, but he professed

he knew of no prosperity in that quarter. Was there any

news of conquest, or of advantage, or even of escape, come

from the east ? It was a hidden secret to every body with

wliom he conversed ; and he believed, was to be found no

where but in the king's speech. In every corner of the

world, then, were we inferior to the enemy; and yet, with a

fleet diminished and inferior, rendered still more weak by the

infamous manner in which it was directed. After the present

F F 3
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disaster to our arms in Virginia, v/ith tlie same men to

conduct, and what was worse, with the same system, were

we, the representatives of the people of Great Britain, called

upon to address the crown, and promise to support his

majesty in the same purtuit that had brought us to this

state.

In giving this detail of our situation, he had avoided

entering into the minute and subordinate measures of govern-

ment. Ke had confined himself merely to the leading fea-

tures of their management, and of our situation ; and though

he had not enumerated our domestic grievances, he by no
means forgot or despised them. There was one grand

domestic evil, from which all our other evils, foreign and

domestic, had sprung. Tlie influence of the crown. To the

influence of the crown we must attribute the loss of the army
in Virginia ; to the influence of the crovv'n we must attribute

the loss of the thirteen provinces ct America ; tor it was the

influence of the crown in the two Houses of parliament, that

enabled his majesty's ministers to persevere against the voice

of reason, the voice of trutli, the voice of the people. This

was the grand parent spring from which all our misfortunes

flowed. But still, as he had said before, this picture of our

situation was more distant from dejection than the serious

picture of the honourable gentleman v/ho spoke before him

;

for all these calamities were connected with the system, and

the men in power. Change the one in toto, and remove the

other, and you would purify the fountain-head, by which all

the flood was contaminated.

He called upon the House to know whether they were still

ready to go on with this accursed and abominable war. He
called upon them as the representatives of the people, and not

as tlie creatures of the minister, to do their duty ; to execute

the trust reposed in them, and to act up to the sentiments that

they really felt. Did they really believe that we could ever

conquer America ? He desired them to lay their hands upon
their hearts, and proclaim in the presence of God and men,
whether they thought that all the power of Great Britain,

strained and exerted, was equal to the task. He would leave

the question to this conscientious test, and he would venture

to say, that if no man, but he who thought the contrary of

this, would presume that night to vote for the address, the

minister would be left in the smallest minority that was ever

known in that House ; nay, he believed in his soul, that the

minister himself would vote against the war. Were they

determined rashly and vehemently to go on ? Had they not

done enough for the minister, and was it not now sufficient time

to do something for their constituents ? In his own opinion,

u
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no address whatever should be sent up to the throne, until

they had an opportunity of going down to their constituents,

and consulting with them on the matter. They, and they
only, were to pay for the continuance of the war, and it was
fit and necessary that they should give their instructions.

But though this was his own innnediate opinion, he was
willing to take a more gentle course, for he desired unanimity
as much as the honourable gentleman who spoke before him

;

and therefore he would move to amend the motion for the
address, by the substitution of a clause, in the room of a
great part of that now in the hand of the Speaker. The
violent epithets and abuse against the French, though he did

not approve of them, were yet beconjc so familiar to the
House, and the ministry were become so much in love with
them, perhaps using them to conceal their good oilices in a
more substantial way, that he did not very earnestly object

to them. The part to which he could not agree, was all

that which w^cnt to the continuance of the American war,

and which was couched in the most cunning and insidious

language. The amendment which he should propose, would
give his majesty the assurance of their loyalty and zeal, and
would promise in a more effectual way to support the essential

rights and permanent interests of his empire. He concluded
with moving to leave out from the words " and we," in tlie

third paragraph to the end of the paragraph, in order to

insert these words :
" will, without delay, apj)ly ourselves

with united hearts to" prepare and digest such counsels as

may in this crisis excite the efforts, point the arms, and,

by a total change of system, command the confidence of all

his majesty's subjects," instead thereof.

The amendment was supported by Mr. Minchin, Admiral

Keppel, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. Burke, Colonel Barre, Lord
Maitland, General Conway, and Mr. Sheridan ; and opposed by
Lords Mulgrave, North, Nugent, and George Germain, and Mr.
Rigby. After which, the House divided on the question. That

the words proposed to be left out, stand part of the question :

Tellers. Tellers.

,. ("Mr. J. Robinson 7 ^ xr^^. fMr. BvTig 7,^^
^^"-'{m, Ord I

^'^ ^°^'
iMr. Sheridan |

''^

Mr. Fox's amendment was consequently rejected.
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Mr. Thomas Pitt's Motion fob delaying the Supplies.

November 30.

iN the motion for going into a committee of supply, Mr. Tho-
mas Pitt rose to object to the Speaker's leaving the chair. It

was not his wish, he said, to deprive the crown of the means of

carrying on its government in the present alarming juncture of

affairs ; he did not mean to hinder, but to protract the proceed-

ings of the House in this business, lest administration, carrying

their point with a facility that rendered them callous to the dis-

tresses of the nation, should be encouraged to persevere in the

same councils and measures which had brought the empire to the

verge of irretrievable ruin. Before they looked for any fresh

proof of the confidence of parliament, it was requisite they should

shew a due sense of their own misconduct, and give a sure pledge

of their intentions to change the whole system of their proceed-

ings. What that pledge ought to be, would be for the House to

determine. But to withhold the supplies till some positive assu-

rance of their repentance was obtained, till some proof of their

contrition stood on record, was not only a duty the members
owed their constituents, but would be the most effectual means
of strengthening the hands of government. That the redress of

grievances should invariably precede the opening of the public

purse, was a principle on which stood the existence of the con-

stitution. He was therefore warranted in opposing privilege to

prerogative, and in refusing to vote a shilling to the crown till its

ministers had given the people some earnest of their amendment.
Sir Grey Cooper reminded the honourable gentleman, that the

House, by agreeing to the address of the throne, had pledged

itself to grant some supplies. He must look upon such a reso-

lution in no other light than public despair, and political suicide

:

no instance of such a refusal could be found since the revolution.

Did the honourable gentleman wish to leave the nation without

cither fleet or army to defend it ? This, indeed, would be a most
agreeable event to France and Spain

:

" Hoc Ithacus velit ; et magno mercentur Atridae
!"

Mr. Fox said, that ministers and their friends had a
double way of reasoning with regard to the address : when
they wanted to get it through the House, tliey said it bound
the House to nothing ; but now that it was passed, and an
opposition was made to the supply, they argued, that by the

address the House had bound itself to grant it. The honour-
able gentleinan from whom the opposition came, had un-
doubtedly hit upon the best means of procuring to the people

that change of measures upon which their political salvation

depended,— to delay the supply, though not to refuse it

;

to delay it until some pledge should be given by ministers to
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the nation, that they felt compunction for past errors ; that
they had discovered their fault, and were resolved to reform.
The honourable member very properly refrained from naming
what pledge it would be necessary to give; that ought to
come from themselves, but not fi'om themselves only

; par-
liament should also give a pledge ; and a better could not be
devised, than an impeachment. That House had once felt

the corruption of ministers to be gaining ground so rapidly,

that they came to the resolution that the influence of the
crown was increasing, and ought to be diminished. Ministers
had basely advised their master to rule by the silent means
of intrigue, instead of reigning in the hearts of the people

;

they had destroyed the democracy of the constitution, and all

was now swallowed up in the monarchy ; the forms, indeed,
of the constitution were still in being, as an honourable gen-
tleman had observed, but the vitals of it were consumed;
the temple stood, but the dii tutelares had deserted it. The
honourable baronet had said, that since the revolution no
instance could be found of an opposition to the supply. It

was true; but since the revolution had there ever been a
period like the present ? Had there ever been a reign so

unfortunate ? Had there ever been a circumstance so para-
doxical, as a parliament resolving that the influence of the

crown ought to be diminished, without being able to effect

a diminution ? Grievances, said the honourable baronet,

used formerly to precede a supply ; but then it was because

the king had large hereditary revenues with which he could
support his establishments : it was true ; but since the sepa-

ration of the two establishments, the court and the military,

had taken place, ministers had advised their sovereign to

think only of himself; and in proportion as the means of his

subjects decreased, the expences of his court were increased.

Formerly, when that party of men, known by the name of
Whigs, was in office, the king perhaps was not so rich in

money, but he was greatly so in glory and dominion : now
that the Whigs were not in office, and the nation poor, the

king was rich at home, but poor in glory and dominion

;

both being sacrificed by the measures of his ministers. But,

said the honourable baronet, will you disband your fleets

and armies, and leave the country at the mercy of her

enemies ? Certainly not. It is in the power of the ministers

to obtain the supplies, which are only dela}ed, whenever they

may think proper to give such a pledge as may be sufficient

to convince the public that they are determined totally to

change their measures. But the French and Spaniards will

rejoice at government being at a stand ! Then, O house of

Bourbon! might you be called restless indeed, not to be
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satisfied with the administration of those men, whose mea-
sures gave you Grenada, iSt. Vincent's, Dominica, Tobago

;

and, what is greater than all the Greiiadas, St. Vincents,

Dominicas, and Tobagos,—the friendship of America ! Rest-

less, indeed, you must be, if you could rejoice at tlic removal
of men who have served you so avcU, and so greatly con-

tributed to your successes against this country I He had said,

in a former debate, that ministers must be paid by France,

or by some other means, for the measures they pursued ; or

that they deserved to be paid ; and he was still of the same
opinion. It was a matter of the utmost indifference to him,
whether ministers were in the jiay of France, or, in order to

preserve their places, concurred, for the sake of the emolu-
ments of office, in measures which they knew must be ruinous

to the country. He did not wish that we should have no
arrny ; but how could he trust an army to the hands of the

present ministers, unless he wished to see it surrendered up
to Washington ? One army had been lost at Saratoga i

another at York-Town ; and God only knew what third

place would be signalized by the loss of a third army ! Tlie

people felt these losses and disgraces; but ministers must not

be blamed, because they criminate the commanders :—General
Burgoyne was blamed ; Sir William Howe was blamed ; Sir

Henry Clinton was blamed ; Sir Samuel Hood was blamed

;

and so was Admiral Graves : but this must not exculpate

ministers ; for if the generals and admirals were all to blame,

ministers must be so too, for employing commanders unequal

to the task imposed upon them.

In opposition to these arguments, it was alleged, that the

removal of the present ministers being evidently the chief object

proposed by those who wished to negative the motion before the

House, there were many ether less objectionable methods of

obtaining the same end : that in whatever hands his majesty might
choose to trust the administration of affairs, a supply would be
absolutely and equally necessary : that the delay proposed vrould

be therefore a fruitless loss of time, as the House might, if they

thought lit, adopt other measures equally effectual, and not at-

tended with the same danger or inconvenience to the state. The
motion for going into a committee was supported by Mr.jWilRam
Adam, Lord North, Lord P'rederick Campbell, and Mr. Vyner;
and opposed by Viscount Althorpe*, and Mr. Frederick Montague.
The question being put, that the Speaker do leave the chair, the

House divided

:

Tellers. Tellers.

X7 f Sir G. Cooper! xt ("Lord Althorpe 1
^^^"^

JMr. Ord \ j
^72. I^OES

^^^^ F.Montaguej 77-

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

* The present Eai'l Spencer.
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Motion for an Adjournment.— Conduct of the First
Lord of the Admiralty.

December 20.

AS soon as the royal assent was given to the money bills, and
the Speaker had returned to the House of Commons, Sir

Grey Cooper, one of the secretaries of the Treasury, moved that
the House, at its rising, should adjourn to tlie 22 d of January,
1782. This motion gave rise to an animated debate, in which the
recent instance of misconduct in the first lord of the admiralty,
the retreat of the British fleet under Admiral Kempenfelt, was
strongly insisted on, as an additional proof of the necessity of
proceeding, without delay, into an investigation of the causes of
the disgraceful and ruinous events that had attended all our naval
operations.

Mr. Fox spoke with great energy on the disastrous event
of Admiral Kempenfelt's inteniew with the French fleet.

It was impossible, he said, that any thing short of treachery
could have occasioned a conduct so ignominious and dis-

graceful. If it was ignorance or incapacity, that in-

duced the Earl of Sandwich to send twelve ships to fight

twenty, he could only say that it was ignorance and inca-

pacity unpai'alleled in the history of all times. Had any
man in this kingdom been ignorant of the state and number
of the French armament? He would venture to say, that

if the first lord of the admiralty was ignorant, he was the
only person who was so in this kingdom. A fortnight ago
it was a matter of general notoriety, and every man who
had intelligence of fleets, the merchants and gentlemen
whose interests were at stake in the present momentous con-
test, all believed and knew, that the French had it in their

power, and had an intention of sending one or two and
twenty ships to sea upon this expedition. He, for his own
part, did not boast of liis intelligence; but he had men-
tioned, in his place, in that House, that the enemy's squa-
dron in Brest water, was twenty or twenty-two ships.

Were the admiralty ignorant of the fact? If they were,

they were criminal for being so. If they knew the fact, as

indeed they must, why did they not give Admiral Kempen-
fek a greater force to meet the enemy? Would they say

that they had not more ships in readiness at Portsmouth,

and other places, which might have joined him, if they had
received orders? They would not venture to say so. He
did not mean to censure the conduct of Admiral Kem-
penfelt; on the contrary, he thought his behaviour was
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exceedingly praise-worthy. But he must say that tlie na-

tion incurred the disgrace of seeing a squadron oi" her ships

fly from a pursuing enemy. It was true that he had taken

a few of the transports, and some of them had come into

port. It was an advantage, but he had retreated from the

enemy, and he was forced to do so. This he could not

forget, nor could he forget the rapture that filled every

man's mind, v,'ho believed the information of the admiralty,

on Monday last, when they were given to understand, that

the two fleets were in sight of each other, r.nd that the

British squadron was neai'ly able to cope with the enemy

;

that was to say ; that Admiral Kempenfelt had twelve ships,

and the enemy only thirteen or fourteen. It was a thing

so unusual, and so new ; it was also so unexpected, and so

fortunate, that gentlemen were transported with joy, and
began to hope that something like vigour and activity had
at last crept into the cabinet. For his own part, he fairly

owned that he was so perverse as to doubt the truth of the

admiralty report, and for this reason, that for a fortnight

before, every body but the first lord of the admiralty, knew
that the enemy had at least twenty ships to send to sea

if they pleased. But gentlemen w^ere credulous. They be-

lieved it from the best of motives, because they wished it

to be true. But how short lived were their raptures, and
how miserably were they awakened from the dream of suc-

cess ! The thirteen ships were turned into twenty, and the

brilliant victory into a providential escape. In every Con-

ner of the world we were taught that the enemy was supe-

rior to us in naval strength, except in Europe. In Europe
we were said to have a superiority, and we were consoled

and comforted by this reflection. See how the Earl of Sand-

wich proved that we were superior ! By sending twelve

ships to meet twenty, he proved his boasted superiority

!

We had heard from a noble lord at the board of admiralty,

that we were and must be inferior to the enemy ; for when
they applied all their resources to their navy, they must

command a greater force than Great Britain, who used to

be the mistress of the ocean, could put to sea. This was

denied by some, and disputed by others. They said that

the navy of Great Britain had been always superior to that

of Franco, and that it ought to be so at all times. But sec,

said Mr. Fox, how the Earl of Sandwich proved the asseition.

It was inferior, and it would and must be inferior, so long as

that noble lord remained the noval minister of this country.

During the whole of the war, he defied the friends of the

admiralty board to mention any one occasion, on which the

first lord of the admiralty had shewn himself either a wise.
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a vigilant, a capable, or a good minister. He could never

forget the assertion which he made in his place in the other

House. It had been quoted, and it must be quoted so long
as he should continue at the head of that board, insulting,

ruining, and disgracing his country. He was told, that

the assertion had been denied, but that was imm.aterial.

He knew that the assertion had been made, and he had a
right to mention it, because the assertion had affected the

proceedings of Parliament. Sayings upon subjects of the

first importance, delivered by men responsible for their con-
duct, could not fail of making an impression on the minds
of all who had once heard of them. It was impossible not
to remember them, and he would maintain against all con-
troversy, that he was perfectly waiTanted in looking up to

those sayings, in commenting upon them, and in comparing
them with the subsequent conduct of the party who made
them, as often as occasion required. The first lord of the

admiralty might shift his ground, he might aim at evasion,

he might boldly deny at a future, what he had, perhaps,

rashly asserted at a former period ; but he never should
escape him, or persuade him to forget, what had with so

much reason fastened itself upon his mind immovably.
Indeed, the assertion relative to the duty of the first lord of
the admiralty, made by the Earl of Sandwich, was almost
the only assertion which had ever come from the lips of that

noble lord since he had been in ofhce worth any gentle-

man's recollection. The speech, of which that assertion

made a part, was a manly speech ; it was the speech of an
Englishman ; it became the noble lord's character, it be-
came his official situation ; he boldly declared it to be his

duty to have a fleet equal to that of France and Spain. If^

however, by the fortune of war, or by the accumulation of
enemies, he failed to have, as he ought and declared he
ought, a fleet equal to the enemy, what was the next thing

which a wise and an active minister would do ? What ! but

to make his inferior fleet go as far, and do as much good as

possible ! Inferior to France and Spain when joined, it might
have been able to meet either of them apart. It ought, there-

fore, to have been his study to keep them apart. Had this

been the policy of the first lord of the admiralty? No;
on the contrary, he had never once attempted to keep the

fleets of France and Spain separate from each other. They
had met, joined, parted, and gone to their several harbours

;

the one to Brest, and the other to Cadiz, as quietly and as

safely as in a moment of peace. Never until this moment
had there been an attempt made to intercept and prevent

their junction. Now an attempt was made, it was right,
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it was proper, it was suited to the exigency of our affairs,

and it was a measure founded on a truly Britisli principle.

But it was new to the Earl of Sandwich, it was out of his

stile of acting, it was out of his scope of management, and
see how he had bungled in the execution. To prevent their

junction, and to defeat the French expedition, he sent twelve

ships to meet nineteen or twenty. Was it possible that we
could suffer this? Was it possible that we could think of

adjourning for so long a time ? Perhaps we were fond of

adjournments. It was said, that people were fond of that which

cost them dear. If so, it was no wonder that the House of

Commons should be fond of an adjournment. An adjourn-

ment had cost them thirteen provinces. It was that fatal

adjournment for six weeks, which the minister had extorted

from the House in the beginning of 1778, that had ruined

the country ; for in that adjournment it was that the treaty

between France and America had been sifrned. He called

npon the House to do their duty. There must be an inquiry

into the conduct of the first lord of the admiralty, if not

an impeachment. From his soul he thought and believed,

that there was something more than ignorance and incapa-

city at the bottom of his conduct. But there must be an
inquiry. The disgraces of the British flag called upon the

House to go into an inquiry. The divisions and distractions

in the royal navy ; their injuries and complaints, called upon
the House. The banishment of so many brave and expe-

rienced officers was a call upon them. The inferiority of

our fleets in every corner of the world ; the loss of many of

our West-India islands, and the imminent danger of the rest,

called upon them to make the inquiry. The sufferings and
the clamours of the people called upon them, and last of all

this recent instance and proof of incapacity, of ignorance,

or of treachery, called upon them loudly to make tlie in-

quiry without the loss of a single minute; to search to the

bottom of our naval management, and to apply to the -crown

to remove this man from a seat which so many calamities

and errors had proved him to be unfit to hold. He was

willing to refer the whole of the question to the feelings of

the House ; nay, even to the feelings of the treasury bench.

Was there a man upon that bench, lords of the admiralty

excepted, who would stand up and declare upon his honour,

that he thought the Earl of Sandwich a fit and proper person

to conduct the naval affairs of this country ? To that test he -

would leave the question ; and when tlie House knev^ that

there was not even a minister who thought Lord Sandwich a

proper man t-o be a minister, how could they go down to

their constituents, how could they look them in the face.
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and how answer for their servility, or tlieir baseness in not
addressing the throne to remove a man who in their hearts
they beUeved to be unfit for the office which he held ?

After a debate of some length, a compromise took place, by
which the day of adjournment was altered to the 21st of January,
and the call of the House, which had been ordered for the 31st,

altered for the same dav.
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