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Haggai, i. 2, 7, 8.—“Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts, saying,—This people say, ths
time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built. Thus saith the Lord of
Hosts—Consider your ways; go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house,

and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”

The Jews, long captive in Babylon, had at length been restored

to Jerusalem ; and, under the guidance of Zerubbabel, they began

to rebuild the Holy Temple.

Interrupted, however, in their work, by the edict of the Persian

King, and also influenced by the views of those who misinter-

preted the prophecy of Jeremiah, the people ceased for fourteen

years to labour upon the Temple
;
while they built dwellings of

elegance and splendour for themselves, suffered “ the Lord’s house”

to be waste, giving as a reason, “the time is not come, the time

that the Lord’s house should be built.” To reprove this delay,
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and to rouse them to activity, God sent to them his Prophet

Haggai, who urged them to their duty, by the blended man-
dates and promises of the Most High.

Animated by his words, the people obeyed the voice of the

Prophet, and “came and did work in the house of the Lord of

Hosts, their God.”

The Temple, which was thus erected, has long since been razed

to the ground.

The nation, then just returned from Babylonish Captivity, has

been cast out again from their promised land, into a world-wide

dispersion. The Messiah, whose advent filled that latter house

“with a glory greater than that of the former,” has been pro-

claimed to the Gentiles:—We, brethren, this day, rejoice, in the

chaunted anthems of praise, and in the chastened accents of

prayer, that this “ Salvation hath appeared unto us out of Zion,”

and that “ this God is our God, for ever and ever.”

But, brethren, there is another temple in process of erection,

not a pile of stone or marble, but “ a spiritual house,” “ built up

of lively stones,” “ laid upon the foundation of Prophets and

Apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the chief Corner Slone ;”

upon whom, as upon the main quoin or angle, “ all the building,

fitly joined together, groweth unto an Holy Temple of the Lord.”

In building up this Temple, “ not made with hands,” God em-

ploys human instrumentality, calling upon us with emphatic

earnestness, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to

every creature;” nor can we be released from the binding force of

this mandate until we can show, either that the Gospel has been

proclaimed to all the world, or that the commission has been

revoked by him who promulged it.

Yet, with this broad and imperative command standing out on

the page of Revelation—with the deliberate decree of our own

Church, that it is by its charter a Missionary Church, with the

world for its field—with the claims of 800 million of Heathens

pressing upon us,—there are those, even in our own communion,

who are opposed to the scheme of Missions, and fortify themselves

by a variety of arguments: which, though like the objections in

the minds of the Jews to the rebuilding of the Temple, were suffi-

ciently specious to satisfy obtuse consciences, are, in reality, of no

avail when viewed beside the standard of duty, and the demands

of truth.
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These objections, though they take a variety of shapes, are

mostly resolvable into those which I shall now endeavour fairly to

state, and briefly to remove.

The objections which we oftenest meet with, as we urge the

claims of Missions, especially of foreign Missions, is the stale

adage, “ Charity begins at Home,” and, “ there are so many home

demands, that we ought not to give for foreign objects until

domestic ones are fully provided for.”

I reply to this apparently pious and patriotic objection, by

saying, that if charity begins at home, it cannot and ought not to

be restricted to home. What is charity, or the principle which

leads us to alleviate the moral, mental, and physical woes of

men ? Is it a narrow spirit, the diameter of which is restricted to

the circle in which we move, or the community in which we
dwell? Is it the dwarfed and stunted product of a heart that

has collapsed with selfishness, or been wilted by the Simoon

blast of Mammon ? Is it a spirit, that regards as an enemy every

one who cannot bring the credentials of a friend t Is it a spirit,

that is to be caged in the wiry meshes of sectional interest, and

that is to be suffered to beat its wings in vain against the artificial

net-work in which it sighs for emancipation ? No ! no ! Its

centre is, indeed, in the human heart, but its circumference is the

boundary of the world. Like the free wind, which you cannot

shackle to one district
;

like the mighty rivers, whose rolling

waters you cannot dam up within the state in which they rise

;

like the ocean, whose restless waves you cannot bind on one

favourite shore
;
like the rain-freighted clouds, which drop their

fatness according to no geographical lines—so Gospel charity, that

love to man because man wears God’s image, and has been

redeemed by God’s blood, roams like the wind, world-wide
;

flows, like the river, through many lands ; laves, like the billows,

distant shores ;
and waters, with dropping benevolence, the

parched and thirsty of every land.

Charity does indeed begin at home ; but the moment it is kept

at home, that moment it puts off its heavenly aspect, and putting

on the garb of narrow-minded selfishness, ceases to be true, en-

larged Gospel benevolence.

It is not until you cast off self, as an element of benevolence,

and act in the enlarged sphere of one who feels his eternal

relations to God and his fellow men, that you begin to know the
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real joy, that wells up from that head-spring of liberality, which

sends out its streams “ to make glad the city of our God.”

But do not those who make this objection to Missions, repudi-

ate it in matters of secular benevolence or political sympathy ?

When famine visited Ireland or the Cape de Verd Islands, did

our citizens wait until every one was fed at home, before they

sent ship-loads of provisions to the famished and the dying ?

When Greece— that classic land

—

“ Where not a mountain rears its head, unsung,”

was oppressed by the Turks, when Poland was struggling for

political life with the Autocrat of all the Russias, when Hungary

was battling for liberty with the savage Austrians, did our pub-

lic men—did the nation at large, act upon the narrow policy of

helping all the oppressed at home, before doing aught for the

oppressed abroad ?—or, rather, did not the sympathy, the money,

the arms, the men of this country, flow out towards Greece and

Poland, and Hungary, with generous benevolence and with noble

enthusiasm ? Ph truth, the principle here asserted is never prac-

tically acted on in the daily affairs of this life. We do not relieve

all the distress of the neighbourhood in which we dwell, before we
assist the needy in other places

; and it may well be asked, is it

not a mere subterfuge and artifice, to assert and act upon a prin-

ciple in matters of religion, which is repudiated as unsound and

injurious in matters of daily life? For if it is right to send food

to Ireland to save its starving multitude from famine, is it not

equally right to send the bread of life to India, to save its hunger-

ing and thirsting millions from the more direful famine of the

soul ?

If it is right to lend the countenance of our public sympathy

and aid to those who are striving to break asunder the bands of

despotism and rise up political freemen, is it not equally right

to assist those who are bound in the chains of the Prince of Dark-

ness, that they may be emancipated in soul, and stand up the

freemen of the Lord? Yea, is it not more our duty to assist in

relieving the wants of the soul than the body, because the body

will soon “ return to the dust as it was,” while

“ The soul, immortal as its fire, shall never die.”

Not only is this objection selfish in its nature, and contrary to

the usages of daily life, but it is also opposed to the precepts and

practices of Christ and his Apostles* Each person of the adora-
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ble Trinity overturns in a striking manner by word or deed, this

ungenerous and contracted objection. The broad basis on which

is erected the plan of redemption is the assertion, “ God so loved

the world.” The magnificent commission which was given for

the building up of the Redeemer’s kingdom, was the command of

God, the Son, “ Go ye out into all the world, and preach the

Gospel to every creature,” and the first power bestowed upon

the Apostles by God, the Holy Ghost, was that which fitted them

to comply with the requisition of their risen Lord, even the gift of

tongues, that they might proclaim to other than their own nation

the wonderful works of God. The trinal seal of the Godhead is

thus affixed to the charter of the Gospel Church.

And how did the Apostles act? Did they tarry at Jerusalem

until all in that city were converted to Jesus ? No ! they spread

themselves abroad over the face of the earth—Peter went to Italy,

Paul to Britain and Spain, Andrew into Greece and Scythia,

John into Asia Minor, Philip into Upper Asia, Bartholomew into

India, Mathew into Ethiopia, Thomas into West Africa, Simon

Zelotes into Egypt, and Jude into Syria and Mesopotamia. St.

Paul, the great Apostle to the Gentiles, seldom sta}red long in one

place, “ running from ocean to ocean,” saith Jerome, “ like the sun

in the heavens, of which it is said, his going forth is from the

end of heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it”—compared, by

Nicephorus, to “ a bird in the air, that in a few years flew around

the world,” and likened, by Isidore, to “ a winged husbandman,”

that flew from place to place to cultivate the world with the seed

of truth. The objection, then, that we must meet our home de-

mands before providing for those abroad, violates the first prin-

ciples of true charity—is contrary to the usage of the world in

secular matters, and directly opposed to the precepts of God, and

the actions of his Apostles.

Secondly. Another class of objectors rally upon the ground

that the Heathen are gobd enough as they are, and will do very

well without the Gospel. This objection is the result of ignorance

of what Heathenism is, and of what the Gospel of Christ really

can effect.

The portrait of Heathenism is limned by St. Paul in five Greek
words, i\r'i6a /xtj exovres *ai aQeoi—and its features are sketched at

greater length in the first and third chapters of Romans; and so

true is the delineation, that the resemblance is as perfect now, as
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when first drawn by the pencil of the Holy Ghost. To under-

stand what Heathenism is, you must see it and feel it. You may
read much of it, and hear more

;
yet, though the facts you gather

be accurate and extensive, you cannot appreciate its spirit and

development, until you behold its horrors, and dwell among its

pollutions. There is in Heathenism everything that is corrupting

in morals, debasing in the affections, degrading to the mind,

offensive to virtue. Under its pestiferous influences, the body

becomes but a mere instrument of sin, the heart reveals its most

hideous deformities, the mind is shorn of its true glory, and the

soul is robbed of its heavenly birthright. Is purity of life desir-

able? Heathenism pollutes it! Is virtue admired ? Heathen-

ism knows it not ! Are the domestic ties sacred ? Heathenism

profanes them ! Is truth valuable ? Heathenism has turned it

into a lie ! Is liberty, civil and religious, of any worth ? There

can be neither under the overshadowings of Heathenism. I have

been on Heathen ground in South America, in the isles of the

Pacific, in the Eastern Archipelago, and in farther India. I have

stood upon altars stained with the blood of human victims. I

have visited temples filled with the hideous idols of Paganism.

I have beheld the rites and ceremonies of their brutal superstitions.

I have witnessed the beastly debasement of their lives
;
and I

spake that which I do know, when I say, that could you see and

hear what I have seen and heard, never more would you say

“ the Heathen are good enough never more would you be con-

tent to “ fold your arms in lazy lock,” while fifty thousand of

them marched by you every hour with a steady tramp, “ going

down to the dead,” aye ! to the death eternal

!

Thirdly . Another class of objectors throw themselves upon

what they call the impracticability of Missions. Those who take

this ground are neither men of hope nor men of faith. Such per-

sons when they look at the formidable character of the opposition

to be encountered, say, in the timid language of Elisha’s servant,

when he saw his master compassed about in Dothan by the forces

of the King of Syria, “ Alas ! my master, How shall we do !” but

he who looks into the word of God, and lifts up his heart with a

trusting faith to the Omnipotent, sees, as did that same servant,

when his eyes were opened, the “ mountains around full of horses

and chariots of fire,” commissioned b}r God to defend and advance

our cause.
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How impracticable must have seemed to the Apostles the execu-

tion of the command, “ Go ye into all the world and preach the Gos-

pel to every creature !” How they might have plead its impossi-

bility
;

their unsuitableness, and the hopelessness of achieving so

gigantic a work in the face of Roman and Grecian power.. They

stopped not, however, to talk of their ignorance, their fewness, their

danger, and the overpowering vastness of the work to be accom-

plished. They rose up and went forth ; they dispersed themselves

to the four quarters of the globe
;
and in less than half a century,

Churches arose at Antioch and Damascus, at Corinth and Athens,

at Alexandria and Rome. They went out, “ preaching every

where that men should repent,” and, as they preached, supersti-

tion was uprooted, idolatry was overturned, the festivals and

orgies of Paganism were abolished, civil laws were reformed,

society was purified, cities and nations were converted, Pontifex

and Emperor became disciples: though an opposing world let loose

upon them the most bloody and harrassing persecutions, during

which all but one suffered a martyr’s death.

Brethren, talk not of any impracticability in carrying out a com-

mand of God. He never orders, that He does not give ability to

obey that order ; and if God be for us, what is the combined op-

position of men or devils, before the might of His arm, who
“ holdeth the waters in the hollow ofhis hand,” and “who hangeth

the earth upon nothing.” Only “ be strong in the Lord,” and

though difficulties of the most portentous character loom up be-

fore us, we can say to these tumid and swelling antagonists,

“ Who art thou, O, great mountain ?” before our Spiritual Zerub-

babel, thou shalt become a plain !

Fourthly . Another body of objectors urge, that such large ex-

penditures of labour, money and life, are not warranted by the small

results. Such remarks evince ignorance of the real facts of the

case, and of the real worth of the soul.

We grant that large expenditures have been made—that many
lives have been sacrificed—that great labour has been bestowed

—

but, are the results unreasonably small? To answer this question,

would require us to ascertain all the results of modern Missions,

which, of course, could not be known. Yet, from even a very par-

tial survey of their effects, we feel warranted in saying, that for

the capital invested in Missions, whether it be time, or labour, or

money, or all combined, for the sum total invested, nothing has



200 SERMON. [July,

brought in larger returns. It must be borne in mind, while speak-

ing upon this subject, that the result of Missions are not confined

to the building up of Churches, or to the extension of religion :

there are vast civil benefits, immense educational schemes, large

moral, social and mental improvements, and widely ramified com-
mercial and political blessings, which must all be included, when
we sum up the benefits which have resulted from Christian

Missions.

If, however, we confine our view simply to spiritual results,

we find that the rewards have far exceeded every expenditure.

Over 500,000 souls have been converted to Christ during the last

two generations, a number four times greater than all the com-

municants of our Church throughout these United States ; and

now, if you will attempt to work out that sum in moral arithmetic

which Christ has set us in the question, “ what shall a man give

in exchange for his soul?” and having ascertained its value, mul-

tiply the worth of one soul, the repentance of which fills the angels

of God with joy, by the number of all the souls which through the

instrumentality of Missions have been born again, you will then be

qualified in some measure to decide, whether the so-called large

expenditures, have produced only small and insignificant results.

Fifthly . I have time to notice but one other objection, which

is, “ That we must civilize the Heathen before we attempt to

Christianize them.” This objection is unsound in philosophy and

unsustained by facts. I reply to this objection, by stating first,

that civilization left to itself with no aid from Christianity inevit-

ably lapses into barbarism. Egypt was once highly civilized in

arts—in letters—in social and political institutions
;

it is now,

what prophecy declared it should be, “ the basest of kingdoms.”

Assyria, Persia, Chaldea, and Phoenicia, were empires manifesting

a high civilization
; but Ninevah has been “ made a desolation

and dry like the wilderness ;” Shusan is but a mass of hillocks of

earth and rubbish
;
Babylon is inhabited “ by wild beasts and

doleful creatures ;” and Tyre is “ a place for the spreading of

nets in the midst of the sea.” Their civilization did not prevent

their ruin. Greece, the land of glory—of eloquence—of art

—

of song—towered at one time in refinement and civilization

—

standing out from among the nations as the world’s model

of all that was grand in art, or brilliant in arms, or sublime in

letters
;
yet, beautiful as is her land, heroic as were her sons,
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elevated as was her learning, divine as were the creations of her

pencil and chisel, firm as seemed her political institutions, and

vast as was her hoarded wealth, she has been despoiled of all

;

and Athens, and Thebes, and Corinth, can only show the crumb-

ling monuments of a once elevated civilization. So, too, of Rome

—

the mistress of the world—sending out from her central heart, on

the Tiber, those tidal pulses that throbbed from Dacia to Thebes,

and from the Euphrates to Britain : whose Augustan age is a

synonym of everything great or influential in literature, science,

society, government : how rapidly did she degenerate into bar-

barism ! And Rome would have become as Vandal in character as

the barbarian hordes which sacked her, had not Christianity inter-

posed, and by conquering the conquerors by the force of her peace-

ful arms, checked the overflowing flood of northern barbarism that

was rolling its desolating waves over the south of Europe. “Had
not the Christian Church,” says Guizot, “ at this time existed,

the whole world must have fallen a prey to mere brute force.”

Turning our thoughts to modern times, we meet with the same
startling facts.

The general opinion of mankind has decided that France, in

the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was the most civilized

country in the world : the reign of Louis XIV. being generally

designated as the golden age of her history. Yet, at this very

period, she was slumbering over a volcano, which, uncapped by
the Revolution, vomited fire, and blood, and death, over all that fair

land. The doom of the Cities of the Plain seemed hanging over

it, and only God’s mercy to Europe, saved it from the fate of

Sodom and Gomorrah. Where, then, was its boasted civilization ?

Let one of her own eminent statesmen answer. In an address

delivered by a Counsellor of State, in 1802
,
when religion, which

had been banished by authority, was again restored by govern-

ment, we find these remarkable words: “ For want of a religious

education for the last ten years, our children are without any
ideas of a Divinity, without any notion of what is just or unjust;

hence arise barbarous manners—hence a peoj.Ie become ferocious.” If,

then, where civilization is established, it will itself turn to barbar-

ism and ferocity, without the purifying influences of Christianity,

how absurd to suppose that barbarism, without its help, can grow
up into a healthful and beneficient and enduring civilization ! As
well say, take away the sun from the meridian and it will be-
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come night, but give the night no rising sun, and it will out of the

womb of its own darkness bring forth a noonday glory.

My second argument against this objection, is drawn from the

abundantly certified fact, that wherever European civilization,

without the restraining influences of the Bible, has been brought to

bear upon a Heathen nation, it has debased rather than elevated

that nation. The reason is obvious. There is no affinity in the

savage heart for the virtues of civilization
;
there is for its vices':

—

for civilization, wherever it does not check vice, refines and ela-

borates it
; the ingenuity of art, the skill of labour, the attainments

of learning, the luxuries of a high-wrought socialism, being sub-

sidized as so many instruments to pander to the horse-leech crav-

ings of those morbid affections, which rule and rage within the soul.

So that Niebuhr, whose historic eye has swept the entire range of

Ancient and Modern history, records the undeniable fact, that “ an

uncivilized people has never derived benefit from contact with a

civilized race.”

My last reply to this objection is, that every attempt which has

been made to act upon the principle of first civilizing and then

Christianizing the Heathen, has uniformly failed
;
whether it be the

attempts of the Moravians in Greenland
;
the plan patronized by

Wilberforce for the civilization of the Foolahs of Africa; or the

course pursued by the “ Society of Friends.” Indeed, the testi-

mony given by one of the leaders of this last body, before a com-

mittee of the English Parliament, bears with marked effect upon

this very point. “ Within the last few years,” says this Friend, “ we

have had occasion to review the whole course of our proceedings,

and we have come to the conclusion, from a deliberate view of the

past, that we have erred, sorrowfully erred, in the plan which

was originally adopted of making civilization the first object, for

we cannot count on a single individual that we have brought to a full

adoption of Christianity How such a confession sweeps away,

as with a besom, the cobweb arguments of those who urge us

first to civilize and then to Christianize the Heathen.

Christianity, has in it every element of a refined and perma-

nent civilization
;
but civilization is not only devoid of everything

like religion, but has not even the elements of its own pre-

servation.

Christianize the most savage tribe, and you at once put them on

the high road to an elevated civilization ; but attempt to civilize
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that same people, without the preserving and purifying salt of

Christianity, and you as surely put them on the high road to more

certain ruin.

Say not, then, henceforth, that charity begins at home, and we
must labour only for those at home ; say not, that the heathen are

good enough as they are ;
say not, that the scheme is impracti-

cable, because of the fewness of the labourers, or the slenderness of

our means ; say not, that there have been large expenditures and

small results ;
say not, that we must pursue the impossible plan

of civilizing the Heathen first
; bring against our cause none of

these or other objections, for we pledge ourselves as ambassadors

of Him whose last command was, “ Go ye dtit into all the world

and preach the Gospel to every creature,” to confront and beat

down every objection you' can raise ; and if }
Tou can bring one

sound argument against this heaven-conceived plan, which we
cannot meet and answer, we will consent to abandon the scheme

of Missions, and suffer a sin-laden world to totter on to eternal

death. We take high ground, because we are privileged on this

topic to pl^nt our feet upon Mount Zion ; we take broad ground,

because our charter gives us a title to the whole earth
;
we take

firm ground, because we stand upon the promises of an Omnipo-

tent and Unchangeable God ; and you can no more pluck our feet

from this stronghold, than you can wrest the sceptre from Jehovah,

or cut the sinews of His Omnipotence.

I have dwelt so long on the worldly objections, that I can, in

conclusion, only advert to the worldly benefits of Missions. A
full-length history of these benefits, would be the record of every

great blessing that has visited our earth since it was trodden by the first

Missionary
, Jesus . We seem to forget, in making our estimate of

modern Missions, that we owe all that we are, as Americans,

inheritors with our English mother of the common learning, law,

and glory which have been born on British soil, to ancient Mis-

sions, to the same principle of Christian benevolence which now
prompts us to action. Why is it, that the Temple of Mercury no

longer stands in Cornwall, the Temple of Minerva in Bath, the

Temple of Mars in Scotland ? Why is it that St. Peter’s Cathe-

dral at York has displaced the fane of Bellona ? that St. Paul’s

of London stands where once rose the Temple of Diana? and

that Westminster Abbey rears its venerable head like a living

guardian of England’s treasured dead, where the Romans had



204 SERMON. [July,

built a Temple to Apollo? Because Missionaries of the Cross

visited that land, and purged and beautified it with the religion of

Jesus. You cannot plant the cross in any land without investing

that land with all the rich prerogatives which exalt and ennoble a

nation
; for religion—gospel religion, is the concrete of every bles-

sing, and the compendium of every virtue, which can gladden or

adorn humanity. The cross is as surely the central light of the

mind as of the soul
;
the day-spring of civilization, as well as the

bright and morning star of man’s salvation. Everything that is

good, or great, or noble, flourishes around the cross. There, true

science love to bask ; there, virtue blooms in richest hues ;
there,

liberty finds her itiost congenial seat ;
there, literature gathers

fadeless laurels; there, the charities of domestic life spring up in

freshest verdure; there, man becomes re-stamped with the image

of God, re-clothed with a robe of innocence, and re-invested with

a title deed to honour, and glory, and immortality. Everything,

then, but sin and darkness, pleads for the setting up of this cross

in every nation and kingdom under Heaven. Ask Commerce ,
what

Missions have done for her, and she answers : the discovery of

many islands and tribes of people, the opening of new and

lucrative avenues of trade, and safety and security to ships and

seamen, heretofore unknown. Ask Education ,
and she will point

to its colleges, academies, schools, which spangle, like so many

light-houses, the else dark coast of Paganism. Question the various

industrial interests, and they will testify that. Missions have intro-

duced the plough, the loom, the anvil, the mechanic arts, and all

the useful trades and pursuits of civilized life among a hitherto

slothful, wasteful, and degraded people. Take the testimony of

Political Economy and it will answer, that by the code of laws

which Missions have given to once barbarous people, by the in-

dustrial arts which they have taught, by the education which they

have bestowed, by the avenues of Commerce which they have

opened, by the civilization which they induced, there have been

developed sources of wealth and commerce hitherto unknown ;

there have been created tastes, and wants of an elevating

character, never before felt—there have been made productive

regions once useless, and fountains of wealth and industry have

been opened, which were formerly arid with poverty and sloth.

Put the question to Literature ,
and its every department will pay

ample and willing tributes to the learning, and zeal, and research,
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and scientific worth of the Missionaries of the Cross, and it will

proudly display the tributes which Missions have brought from

nearly every nation under the whole Heavens, and from nearly

every field of learning—to lay first at the feet of Christ, to be bap-

tised with his spirit, and then at the shrine of intellect, to be laid

up, as Missionary trophies, in the treasure-house of mind.

Call in Social Life ,
and demand its testimony, and it will say that

Missions, wherever found, have checked drunkenness, adultery,

murder, theft, lawlessness, slavery
;
that it has taught man to love

his fellow man ; that it has expelled cannibalism, and infanticide ;

and that it is now knocking with its battering rams of truth at the

system of caste, and that this formidable obstacle to the spread of

the Gospel will, ere long, fall before the assaulting force of

Missions.

Interrogate Woman> as to what Missions have done for her, and

she will reply, with a full fraught heart that scarce finds utterance

in her trembling tongue, that it has taken her from the dust of

slavery, from the blazing suttee, from the sinks of pollution, and

made her the friend, the companion, the equal of him who once

oppressed and abused her ; so that hundreds and thousands of

females, elevated by the labours of these men of God, stand ready

to say with the CafFres, “ The Missionary is the shield of woman.”

Methinks I see crowed around your witness-stand, ready to

testify to the value of Missions, delegates from every island and

region which has been visited by the herald of the cross ; each

quarter of the globe, each zone and clime, and nearly every race

and language unite in bearing undivided testimony, to the infinite

and unspeakable value for time and for eternity of Christian Missions .

Let us not say, then, in the spirit of distrust, “ the time is not

come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built,” for every

thing around us proclaims that the time has come, and that we
should be up and doing.

The advancing condition of our own Church
; the rapid devel-

opment of wealth and power in our own country ; the breaking

up and overturning of the old established dynasties of Europe
; the

wasting and decay of the Papal power
; the new and mighty

agencies of commerce and civilization
; the fast accumulating

triumphs of art and science in removing opposing barriers, and

welding together in one community of interest long discordant

nations ;
the wondrous enlargement of the bounds of literature ;

the
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forereaching activity of the human mind, brooking no delay, and

leaving the spoils ungathered on one field of glory, that it may
hurry on to new conquests and wear the laurels of new triumphs ;

all these, “ signs of the times,” tell us, with solemn emphasis, that

the time has indeed come, for the waking up of nations to the

great and holy work of subjugating the world to the sceptre of

Jesus. When, therefore, we have such encouragement from the

past, such promises for the future, let us, with zealous hearts and

diligent hands, “ go up to the mountain and bring wood,” even the

materials of faith and labour, and prayer and money
;
and let us

build “the Lord’s house” in every land, trusting in the glorious

promise, that, when built, He “ will take pleasure in it,” and that

both ourselves and our labours shall thus glorify the Lord of

Hosts.
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

Christ Church,

Hartford
,
June 19th, 1850.

This being the time and place for the Annual Meeting of the

“Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the

United States of America,” several Bishops and other members

of the Board attended Divine Service at 10J o’clock, a.m.

Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. H. W. Lee, assisted by

the Rev. G. T. Bedell, and the Anti-Communion Service by the

Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Connecticut, assisted by the Rt. Rev. the

Bishop of New-Jersey, who read the Epistle.

The Sermon was preached by the Rev. W. B. Stevens, D.D.,

from the 2nd, 7th and Sth verses of the 1st chapter of Haggai

—

“Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts, saying,—This people say, the

time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built.

Thus saith the Lord of Hosts,—Consider your ways; go up to the

mountain, and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take

pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”

The service for the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper was read

by the Bishop of New-Jersey.

The elements were distributed by the Bishop of Connecticut,

assisted by the Bishop of New-Jersey, the Rev. N. S. Wheaton,

D.D., and the Rev. Messrs. Lee and Bedell.

The religious services having been concluded, the Board pro-

ceeded to business.

The Bishop of Connecticut, being the senior Bishop present,

took the chair.

The roll was called, and the following, members of the Board

answered to their names:—The Bishops of Connecticut, New-
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Jersey, Western New-York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, New-IIampshire, Pennsylvania, and Indiana

;
the Rev.

Messrs. Redell, Cooke, Coxe, Crocker, Croswell, Edson, Hawks,
Henderson, Irving, Lee, Mead, Richmond, Robertson, Tyng, and

Van Pelt; and Messrs. Gardiner, Huntington, Newton, Sands,

and Winston.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, the Board proceeded, in com-

pliance with the third Article of the By-Laws, to the appointment

of a Secretary, and, on motion of the same, the Rev. Mr. Van
Pelt was re-appointed.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was
Resolved

, That when the Board adjourn, they adjourn to meet

in the Chapel of this Church, at 4 o’clock this afternoon.

On motion, the Board adjourned.

Christ Church Chapel,

4 o'clock
,
p. m.

The Board met.

Present : The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of Connecticut, New-Jersey,

Western New-York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,

New-Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Maine, Indiana, and the Mission-

ary Bishop in Turkey ; the Rev. Messrs. Bedell, Cooke, Crocker,

Croswell, Edson, Hawks, Henderson, Irving, Lee, Mead, Rich-

mond, Robertson, Tyng, Van Pelt, and Whitehouse ; and Messrs.

Ashhurst, Gardiner, Huntington, Newton, Sands, and Winston.

The Bishop of Connecticut being the senior Bishop present,

took the chair.

On motion of the Secretary, the calling of the roll was dis-

pensed with.

On motion, it was

Res dved
,
That the Board do now adjourn, to meet forthwith in

Christ Church.

The Board having again assembled, the minutes of the last

meeting were read and approved.

On motion of the Secretary, it was
Resolved

, That a Committee be appointed, to examine and re-

port whether any vacancies at present exist in the Board.

The Rev. Dr. Mead, and the Secretary were appointed the

Committee.



BOARD OF MISSIONS. 2091850 .]

The Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, on behalf of the Domestic Com-

mittee, presented and read the Annual Report of that body ;

which, on motion, was referred to a Committee of five.

The Bishop of Rhode Island, the Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. Mr.

Richmond, and Messrs. Gardiner and Sands were appointed the

Committee.

The Rev. P. P. Irving, as Secretary and General Agent of the

Foreign Committee, presented and read the Annual Report of

that body ;
which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, was referred

to a Committee of five.

The Bishop of New-Jersey, the Rev. Dr. Robertson, Rev. Mr.

Henderson, and Messrs. Newton and Huntington were appointed

the Committee.

The Rev. Mr. Henderson offered the following resolution, viz.

That a Committee be appointed to take into consideration the ex-

pediency of establishing a Mission or Missions for the benefit of

the native German population of our country ;
which, on motion

of the Rev. Dr. Mead, was referred +o a Committee of five.

The Bishop of Indiana, the Rev. Mr. Henderson, Rev. Dr.

Hawks, Rev. Mr. Lee, and Mr. Huntington, were appointed the

Committee.

The Secretary presented and read the Sixth Annual Report of

the Rt. Rev. Horatio Southgate, D.D., Missionary Bishop of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the dominions and dependencies

of the Sultan of Turkey
;
also the Annual Report of the Rt. Rev.

J. W. Boone, D.D., Missionary Bishop to China.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was
Resolved

,
That the foregoing documents be referred to the Com-

mittee to whom was referred the Report of the Foreign Committee.

The Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, on behalf of T. N. Stanford, Esq.,

Treasurer of the Domestic Committee, presented and read the

Annual Report of that officer, duly audited ; which, on motion of

the same, was referred to the same Committee to whom was re-

ferred the Report of the Domestic Committee.

The Rev. P. P. Irving, on behalf of Dr. J. S. Rogers, Treasurer

of the Foreign Committee, presented and read the Annual Report

of that officer, duly audited
;
which, on motion of the same, was

referred to the same Committee to whom was referred the Report

of the Foreign Committee.

The Rev. Mr. Irving, presented and read the Annual Joint Re-
2
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port of the Editors of the “ Spirit of Missions,” on the condition of

that periodical, which, on the motion of the same, was referred to

the Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Foreign

Committee.

The Bishop of Connecticut presented the Annual Report of the

Rt. Rev. the Missionary Bishop for the North-west, which having

been read by the Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, was, on motion, referred

to the Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Do-
mestic Committee.

On motion of the Bishop of Rhode Island, it was
Resolved, That when the Board adjourns they adjourn to meet

to-morrow, at 9 o’clock, a. m., for Morning Prayer.

On motion, the Board adjourned.

June 20th—9 o'clock , a. m.

The Board met.

Present : The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of Connecticut, New-Jersey,

Western New-York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,

New-Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Maine, Indiana, and the Mission-

ary Bishop in Turkey
;
the Rev. Messrs. Bedell, Cooke, Crocker,

Edson, Hawks, Henderson, Irving, Lee, Mead, Richmond, Robert-

son, Tyng, Van Pelt, and Whitehouse; and Messrs. Ashhurst,

Gardiner, Huntington, Newton, Sands, and Winston.

Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. Theodore Edson, D.D.,

assisted by the Rev. Benjamin Franklin.

The religious services having been concluded, the Board pro-

ceeded to business.

The Bishop of Connecticut, being the senior Bishop present,

took the chair.

On motion of the Secretary, the calling of the roll was dispensed

with.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The following resolutions, on motion of the Secretary, were

adopted

:

Resolved
,
That the proceedings of the Board, attested by its

Secretary, be referred to that officer and the two Secretaries and

General Agents for publication.

Resolved , That the proceedings of this Board be printed in the

“ Spirit of Missions,” and that 250 copies be printed from the
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same types, as a separate pamphlet, with the usual title page

prefixed.

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the two Committees be author-

ized to draw, at their discretion, on the Domestic and Foreign

Funds, in equal parts, for the incidental expenses attending the

present meeting of the Board.

Resolved
, That the Reports of the Treasurers be printed with

the proceedings of the Board.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was

jResolved, That hereafter the Constitution of the Society and the

By-Laws of this Board, be annually published with the proceed-

ings of this Board.

On motion of the same, the following resolutions were also

adopted :

Resolved , That the Secretary of the Board be authorized to

make arrangements for the place of the Triennial Meeting, on the

second day of the Session of the next General Convention, and to

fix the hour of meeting.

Resolved, That it be referred to the two Committees to prepare

the Triennial Report, required by Article VI. of the Constitution,

to be submitted to this Board for approval, at its meeting on the

second day of meeting of the General Convention in October

next.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was

Resolved
,
That a Committee of five persons be appointed to

consider and report at this meeting of the Board, whether any,

and if any, what change may be advantageously made in the time

and place of holding the meetings of this Board, and also in the

time of holding the religious services, and of delivering the

Annual Missionary Sermon before the Board.

The Bishop of Western New-York, the Rev. Drs. Mead and

Tyng, the Secretary of the Board, and Mr. Newton, were ap-

pointed the Committee.

On motion, the Board took a recess of fifteen minutes.

The Board having again assembled, the Bishop of Indiana, as

Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the Rev. Mr.

Henderson’s resolution, in regard to the establishment of & Mis-

sion for the benefit of the German population of this country, pre-

sented the following Report

:

The Committee to whom was referred the resolution, in rela-
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tion to Missions to the German population in the United States,

respectfully report, that

They are satisfied from the interesting body of facts brought to

their notice, that great good may be done by the establishment

and support of Missions specifically directed to the German popu-

lation in various parts of the United States.

They would, therefore, recommend, that the Domestic Committee

be directed to turn their attention to the condition of the German
population in the United States, and to establish Missions among
them, as in their opinion facts and the circumstances of that part

of our population may render desirable.

George Upfold,

Francis L. Hawks,
M. H. Henderson,

Henry W. Lee,

S. H. Huntington.

On motion of the Bishop of Pennsylvania, it was

Resolved, That the Board accept the foregoing Report, and ap-

prove the recommendation connected with it.

The Bishop of Rhode Island, as Chairman of the Committee, to

whom was referred the Annual Report of the Domestic Commit-

tee, presented the following Report

:

The Special Committee, to whom was referred the Report of

the Committee of Domestic Missions and accompanying docu-

ments, having had the same under consideration, respectfully

report the following as the result of their deliberation :

The Report presents some things which constitute a ground for

congratulation to the Church, and of thankfulness to its Divine

Head, and others which call for suggestions that may require

deliberation and action on the part of this Board at the present

Annual Meeting.

Among the former is the material reduction of central or office

expenses by the saving of the salary of a Secretary and General

Agent for this department, by assigning the merely clerical duties

of the office to the former competent and experienced Clerk ;

while its other duties have been gratuitously and acceptably per-

formed by certain members of the Committee. It is particularly

gratifying that the diminution of expenditure has been accom-

panied with a more than proportional increase of income to the
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treasury of the Committee. The receipts of the past year have

exceeded those of the immediately preceding year, to the amount

of about three thousand dollars, and are seven thousand dollars

more than those of 1847 ;
still your Committee regret to find, that

of the thirty thousand six hundred and fifty-seven dollars and

eighteen cents, constituting the entire amount paid into the

Treasury, more than five thousand five hundred and thirty-seven

dollars and fifty-five cents consisted of legacies rendered available

during the past twelve months. The Domestic Committee feel

cheered by the brightening prospects before them of increasing

aid for their important work, and it is to be hoped that their fond-

est anticipations in this respect will be more than realized. We
have not the means of ascertaining the precise amount now due

the Missionaries in the Domestic field ;
but it is painful to learn

that the salaries due in April last, to a class of men presumed to

be not only self-denying and laborious, but necessitous also,

remain, for the most part, unpaid. Il is devoutly to be desired,

that the liberality of the parishes might be raised to a degree

coming nearer to the standard of their ability, and that their gifts

were more systematically and cheerfully bestowed, under the

steady influence of faith, duty and love
;
instead of being, as we

fear is too often the case, under the moral coercion of special ap-

peals, prompted by existing necessity and distress no longer tol-

erable. If the members of our Communion generally, were more

thoroughly imbued with the Missionary spirit, we should no

longer hear the oft-repeated tale of almost starving Missionaries

suing in vain for relief from an exhausted and indebted treasury.

The honour of the Church would be redeemed by the punctual

discharge of all its obligations
;
and the sums left by dying believ-

ers as sacred legacies to the cause, instead of being immediately

used to sustain current operations, might constitute a reserved

fund to meet peculiar exigencies which may occasionally arise, or

to furnish the means of sending faithful heralds of salvation into

those many new and promising fields, to be found in our wide-

spread territory, which the Church has never yet attempted to

occupy.

Another ground of encouragement and thankfulness in reference

to this department of the Church’s operations, is found in the

statement, presented in the Report submitted to us, of the results

of Missionary labor during the past year. It is true that our Mis-
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sionary to the Jews in the City of New-York, greatly needs higher

encouragement in his labours. His efforts for the enlightenment

and conversion of a people proverbially obstinate and perverse, is

one involving the need of much patience and perseverance, in spite

of obstacles and discouragements insurmountable by human
effort, unaided by the mighty succour of Divine grace. It requires

much of the spirit by which the father of that peculiar race was
animated, when against hope he believed in hope, and was strong

in faith, givingglory to God ;
knowing that what He had promised

He was able to perform. The descendents of Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob, though now down-trodden and outcasts, are neverthe-

less Children of the Promises ;
and must yet be connected and

restored : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Their claim

is strong, not only upon the charity but upon the gratitude of

Christians
;
for through the Promise made to their fathers, we in-

herit all the blessings of the Covenant. The feeble effort we are

making to ameliorate their condition and bring them to an acknow-

ledgment of the true Messiah, deserves to be strengthened and sus-

tained by the more liberal offerings and the more fervent prayers

of all who are the “children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus.”

Your Committee regret that the cheering hopes entertained for

the last few }^ears of the speedy establishment of a Mission and of

Schools among the Chickasaw tribe of American Indians, are, as

yet, unfulfilled. We are not informed of the particular conditions

sought to be imposed by the government of the United States or

its agents, which rendered it, in the judgment of the Domestic

Committee, expedient to decline the proffered aid from that quarter.

But, as the Indians themselves desired that the Mission and

Schools for their benefit might be placed under the direction of

our Church, it is to be presumed, that an enlightened government

would not persist in the exaction of terms inconsistent with the

known principles and usages of a Church whose guidance and

instruction in spiritual matters were earnestly sought by a de-

pendant tribe of aborigines living within the borders of our terri-

tory, and under our national protection. It is earnestly recom-

mended, therefore, that the Committee of Domestic Missions, will

use every practicable effort to have the objectionable requisitions,

referred to in their Report, withdrawn, or so modified, that the

Mission among the Chickasaws heretofore approved by this Board,

may be established at the earliest practicable period.
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But notwithstanding the discouragements named, in respect to

these specified branches of the work of Domestic Missions, there

is much that is calculated to excite our gratitude to Almighty

God, in the aspect of the work at large. Many of the Missionaries

in this department, both in the East and the West, are doing

good service for Christ and His Church. It is believed, that the

practical fruits of evangelical labour, during the past year, have

equalled, if not exceeded those of any preceding one since the first

organization of the Board. The statistics show, that during that

period, fourteen stations have become self-supporting, three

Churches have been consecrated, five Churches are being erected,

thirteen have been completed, and at five other stations active pre-

parations are in progress for the same end. In forty-six stations,

nearly 900 have been baptized, between 300 and 400 have been con-

firmed; and 2,530 communicants are reported from seventy-eight

stations. These evidences of the success of Gospel labours, and of

the Divine blessings upon our Missionary work, are whatthe Church

chiefly wants to increase its interest in this department, and

should invite us devoutly to thank God and take courage, while

with augmented zeal, we carry forward the work of Salvation.

Your Committee might dwell upon the wideness of the field

opened for the Missionaries of this Church in that interesting

region whose golden treasures have attracted so many of our

young men of energy and enterprise to become residents in aland

full of exposure to physical dangers and moral temptations ;
where

they need, more than ever, the restraining and hallowing influence

of the Gospel of Christ. It is to be hoped, that the Domestic

Committee may keep themselves well informed as to the actual

condition and religious wants of California and Oregon, and not

fail to employ all means, which may commend themselves to their

judgment, for strengthening our hitherto feeble effort in that

region, and for increasing the number of holy and self-devoted

ministers of the Church who may be disposed to engage in efforts

that will tell not only upon the character of emigrants and nations,

but upon the salvation and moral destinies of the world. The
particular measures to be employed for this end may be safely

left to the wisdom and discretion of that Committee.

Our attention has been given to that part of the Domestic Com-
mittee’s Report, having a bearing upon the Charter, and its influ-

ence upon the Constitution and By-Laws of the Domestic and
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Foreign Missionary Society. The members of your Committee

have not the legal learning which would qualify them for express-

ing any decided opinion upon the merits of this question. They
cannot conceive, however, upon principles of common sense and

justice, how the being or the validity of the Constitution and By-

Laws of this Society could be annihilated by the granting of a

Charter, intended to give to the Society a legal existence and title ;

especially, as the said Constitution and By-Laws must have

been submitted to the power granting the Charter, and may, there-

fore, fairly be presumed to have escaped its censure, if not to have

been fully sanctioned by its approbation. But as a different

opinion has been expressed in quarters entitled to high consider-

ation, and as the question is one of grave and vital importance,

your Committee recommend that a Committee composed of legal

gentlemen in the State of New-York, members or friends of this

Board, be appointed, to whom this whole matter of the Charter

and its bearing upon our existing Constitution and By-Laws, be

referred, with full powers to take such measures in the premises

as, in their judgment, may be wise and expedient.

In conclusion, your Committee recommend the adoption of the

following resolutions :

Resolved, That the cause of our Domestic Missions be, and is

hereby commended to the continued regard, increased liberality,

and fervent prayers of the Ministers and Members of the Church

in all our Dioceses and Parishes.

Resolved
,
That in view of the painful but annually reported

fact, that many of our parishes contribute nothing in aid of our

Missionary fund, the Right Rev. Bishops of this Church be

respectfully requested to earnestly recommend to all the Clergy

in their respective Dioceses, having parochial cures, to solicit and

collect the offerings of their congregations for the support of Mis-

sions under the direction of this Board.

Resolved
,
That a Committee be appointed, consisting of three

gentlemen of the legal profession, members or friends of this Board,

and resident in the State ofNew-York, to whom the question pre-

sented in the Report of the Domestic Committee, respecting the

influence of the Charter obtained for the Domestic and Foreign

Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the

United States, upon the Constitution and By-Laws of said Society,

be referred, with full powers to recommend such measures and
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take such action in the premises as in theirjudgment may be deemed

best ; and to make Report of their opinions and proceedings at

the next Triennial Meeting of this Board.

J. P. K. Henshaw>
N. B. Crocker,

Wm. Richmond,

M. Gardiner,

J. Sands.

Hartford , June 20, 1850.

The first and second resolutions connected with the Report

were adopted.

Pending the discussion upon the third resolution, the following

was offered by the Rev. Dr. Hawks, as a substitute :

Resolved
, That the Foreign and Domestic Committee be

directed jointly to apply, in the name of this Board, to the Hon.

Luther Bradish, Hon. John C. Spencer, and Hon. Wm. Kent,

respectfully requesting of them as friends to the cause of Missions

in the’Church, to furnish to the said Committees their opinions on

the effect of the law incorporating the Society.

Resolved
, That said Committees be instructed to take such

measures as may be indicated by the gentlemen above-named, as

being necessary to guard the interests of the Society.

Resolved
, That the said Committees report their action herein

to the Triennial Meeting in October next.

On motion, the Board adjourned, to meet again at 3 o’clock this

day.

3 o'clock.

The Board met.

Present : the Rt. Rev. the Bishops of Connecticut, New Jersey,

Western New-York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,

New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Maine, Indiana, and the Missiona-

ry Bishop in Turkey; the Rev. Messrs. Bedell, Cooke Crocker,

Edson, Hawks, Henderson, Irving, Lee, Mead, Richmond,

Robertson, Tyng, Van Pelt, and Whitehouse
;
and Messsrs. Ash-

hurst, Gardiner, Huntington, Newton, Sands and Winston.

The Bishop of Western New-York, at the request of the Senior

Bishop present, took the chair.
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Rev. Dr. Mead, as Chairman of the Committee to examine

and report whether any vacancies existed in the Board, presented

the following report

:

The Committee on Vacancies report, that they learn from the

report of the Domestic Committee, that two vacancies have oc-

curred in their body during the past year, by the resignation of

the Rev. C. H. Halsey, and by the death of B. L. Woolley, Esq.,

and that the Committee have filled the vacancies by appointment

of the Rev. S. R. Johnson, D. D., and of the Hon. Luther Bradish,

and recommend that this Board do now approve of said appoint-

ment.

William Cooper Mead,

P. Van Pelt.

i

On motion, the Board approved the appointment of the Rev.

S. R. Johnson, D. D., and of the Hon. Luther Bradish, as mem-
bers of the Domestic Committee.

The Rev. Dr. Hawks’ proposed substitute for the 3d resolu-

tion of the Committee to whom was referred the report of the Do-

mestic Committee, having been called up, and the question being

taken thereon, it was negatived.

The question recurring on the 3d resolution of the Committee,

it was adopted.

On motion of the Bishop of Pennsylvania, it was

Resolved
, That in view of the approaching Triennial Meeting of

the Board, and of the importance of having a complete statement

of its resources, liabilities, and current expenses spread before the

Church, the Domestic and Foreign Committees be requested to

prepare such statements of the fiscal condition of their respective

departments, and present them at the aforesaid meeting of the

Board.

The Bishop of New Jersey, as Chairman of the Committee to

whom was referred the Annual Report of the Foreign Committee,

presented the following report

:

The Committee, to whom was referred the Report of the F or-

eign Committee, with the accompanying documents, have given

attention to the subject entrusted to them ; and thankfully express
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their sense of the Divine goodness, as manifested in the results

which they set forth.

The Foreign Missions of this Church, through God’s blessing on

the labours of the Board, and its Committee, have attained a posi-

tion of stability, and, it is believed, of perpetuity. They are no

longer thought of as experimental in their character, or of doubt-

ful issue ; but are steadily regarded as a sacred portion of the

Church’s trust, for Christ, and of the baptismal responsibilities of

all who bear His name. How can it be otherwise, when the com-

mission, to baptise any, is the commission to make disciples of all

the nations ? How can it be otherwise, when the Gospel, from

which any can receive the hope of salvation, is to be preached to

every creature ? That these essential truths of Christianity are

growing, in reception and conviction, is seen, as, in other ways,

so, especially, in the encouraging report, that the Missionary re-

ceipts of the year, amounting to nearly twenty thousand dollars,

have been the spontaneous offering of the Church, laid freely on

the altar, where the Atoning Sacrifice, through which alone, Sal-

vation comes, is solemnly commemorated.

The Committee commend to the continued confidence of the

Church, the oldest offspring of its missionary love—the school at

Athens. The fruits, which have been ripened here, abundantly

attest the zeal, ability, and fidelity of the excellent head of that

mission. Of course, the influence of such an enterprise must be

indirect
; and, consequently, gradual and slow. It is to try the

Church, in the patience of faith—a trial which has, above every

other, the assurance of reward. A second generation is now in

the enjoyment of the blessings of this institution. The mothers of

Greece rise up and call us, blessed.

The report of the Missionaries in Africa, are of a most encourag-

ing character. Progress is clearly made in that darkest and most
hopeless stronghold of the heathen world. And this does not at

all express the value of the Mission. It is the honest tribute of a

penitential sorrow for the wrongs which Africa has suffered at the

hands of white men. It is our just contribution to the great and
gracious work of African colonization

; and it is calculated to re-

act, most powerfully and most beneficially, on the interests and re-

lations of the coloured race at home. The African Mission has a

clear claim on our patriotism as Americans, as it has upon our piety
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as Churchmen. The Committee earnestly hope that the voice of

the Church, through the next General Convention, will effectually

call to the head of this Mission, a successor of the Apostles
; that

so the work of the Lord, in that important region, may be done in

full accordance with His will.

The excellent Bishop in China is pursuing his Apostolic work
with Apostolic zeal and perseverance. In sickness, in sorrow, al-

most in solitude, he still rejoices for the consolation
;
and calls us,

with undaunted and undoubting zeal, to come “ to the help of the

Lord against the mighty.” The consecration of the church at

Shanghai, is an illustrious trophy of the cross. While the Com-
mittee deeply sympathize with the Bishop in the loss of his faith-

ful fellow-helper, at the moment when his usefulness was fullest of

promise and of hope, they would affectionately remind him that,

of old, the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the Church. A
voice will come, they trust, from Spalding’s watery grave, to reach

the hearts of the young soldiers of the cross, and multiply seven-

fold the blessed band of Missionaries in China.

In the matter of the Missionary Bishop at Constantinople, the

Committee are of the opinion that the decision of the Board, at its

last session, to take no action in regard to his tendered resignation,

was wise and just. It must be referred to the General Convention,

which was the source of his appointment. They suppose the ac-

tion ofthe Foreign Committee to go no further than the temporary

suspension of the Missionary work in that quarter ; it being the

opinion of this Committee that the station there continues still to

be a station of the Board, and must, unless the Board formally

disband it. They would further suggest the serious doubt, whether

in the case of a station to which the General Convention has ap-

pointed a Missionary Bishop, its withdrawal can be effected with-

out the concurrent action of both bodies. In relation to the con-

tinuance of the salary of the Missionary Bishop from 1st July to

the close of the approaching session of the General Convention,

when final action in his case will, doubtless, be accomplished, the

Committee do not express any opinion, but refer it simply to the

judgment of the Board. Of the Mission itself, the Committee en-

tertain the fullest and strongest conviction, that it is second to none

in its importance to the best interest of the Gospel and of man.

Of the Missionary Bishop, they have no doubt that he has acted
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with all good fidelity in the exercise of his best discretion ; and

they confidently believe that his return to the field of his labours,

under such arrangement as this Board or the Committee shall

make with him, will be attended with the happiest results.

The Committee respectfully propose the following resolutions :

I. That the Foreign Missions of the Church encourage the hopes

of its members, and call for their increased interest and support.

II. That the continued influence of the parochial clergy in ex-

tending among their people Missionary information, and in en-

couraging in them the Missionary spirit, is affectionately desired.

G. W. Doane,

J. J. Robertson,

M. H. Henderson,

Edward A. Newton,
Samuel H. Huntington.

The resolutions connected with the Report, were adopted.

The Bishop of New Jersey, as Chairman of the Committee ap-

pointed at the last Annual Meeting of the Board to consider and

report whether any, and if any, what alterations ought to be made
in the organization of the Board, or of the Committees, so as to

secure greater economy and efficiency, presented the following

report

:

The Committee appointed to consider and report whether any,

and if any, what alterations ought to be made in the organization

of the Board of Missions, or of the Committees, so as to secure

greater economy and efficiency, having fully and carefully con-

sidered the important subject referred to them, respectfully Report:

That, in their judgment, no material change in the organization

of the Board is called for. It was adopted, it will be remembered,

at a propitious season. It was the subject of most careful deliber-

ation. It enjoyed the cordial approval of Bishop White, Bishop

Griswold, Dr. Milner, and others—now with God. It was heartily

received and adopted by the whole Church, and it speedily accom-

plished, in both departments of its trust, great and most beneficial

results. In England, and elsewhere, it has been regarded as emi-

nently judicious and practical ; and its operations, both at home

and abroad, have received undoubted and substantial tokens of the

favour and blessing of Almighty God. It has now the maturity
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and consolidation of fifteen years, and is well calculated, the Com-
mittee believe, so far as its principles and leading features are

concerned, for continuance and perpetuity. If it has failed to

secure the universal confidence, or to accomplish all that has been

expected of it, the Committee are of opinion, that the defect has

been rather in the spirit of the cause, than in the organization of

the Board. What is called for, they believe, is not a change in

the Missionary constitution, but an increase of the Missionary

spirit. Let us renew, with fervent zeal, the prayer of the Apos-

tles, “ Lord, increase our faith ;” let us, with one consent beseech

Almighty God, to send His Holy Ghost, and “ pour into our hearts

the most excellent gift of charity ;” and the present organization

will be found, as it was at first, entirely suited to the case ; and

neither the means nor the men will be wanted, to the full dis-

charge of the high and holy trusts, which Christ committed to His

Church, to “ preach the Gospel to every creature,” and to “ make

disciples of all” the “ nations.”

But, while the Committee concur in the opinion, that no mate-

rial change is called for in the Missionary organization, or would

be likely to promote the work of Missions, they are as well agreed

in the belief, that measures might be adopted, under the present

well-timed system, “to secure greater economy and efficiency.”

They are of the opinion, that, as matter of economy, but one

Secretary should be appointed, whose duty it should be, to act

with both Committees, and to exercise a general supervision of

the whole Missionary work, in both departments. They believe,

that, in this way, unity and efficiency, as well as economy, would

be promoted. And they are prepared to propose the change thus

suggested, for the adoption of the Board. It will be understood,

that necessary assistance of clerks, and others, should always be

afforded, with strict reference, in every case, to the best economy,

and the greatest efficiency of the service.

As a further means of extension and energy in the work, the

Committee desire very respectfully to commend to their brethren

in Christ, the diocesan and parochial organization, as at once a

simple, economical and effectual agency in carrying it into effect.

It is the foundation principle of the system, that the members of

the Church, as such, are all responsible for the Missions of the

Church. How can they discharge their sacred trust more effec-
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tually, than through the relations of the spiritual household into

which God has called them from the world.

Finally, hs a most important instrument for increasing the effi-

ciency of the Board, the Committee recommend, that measures be

taken to increase the interest, and to extend the circulation of the

periodical of the Board, entitled “ The Spirit of Missions.” The

Missionary spirit must be instructed, must be animated, must be

encouraged. The flame of love in the heart must be fostered, and

fed, and fanned. A Missionary paper, well conducted and well

sustained, has always been found a most powerful auxiliary to

this result. The Committee are of opinion, that with proper ex-

ertions, such will now be the case.

In conclusion, as at the beginning of their Report, the Com-

mittee will be pardoned, in suggesting, that the wisest and best

organization must be ineffectual, unless it be animated and en-

joined, by the life of faith and love. It was not until God had

“ breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,” “ that man became

a living soul.” Without 11 the spirit of Christ,” the Missionary

organization can have neither power with men, nor acceptation

with God. “ The spirit of Christ,” it need hardly be added, is

the spirit of peace, the spirit of love, the spirit of self-denial, the

spirit of self-sacrifice. “ Heaven is love, not that we loved God,

but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for

our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one

another.”

Finally, the Committee respectfully offer the following resolu-

tions, for adoption by the Board :

Resolved , That the work of Missions, under the present organ-

ization, be earnestly and affectionately commended to the mem-
bers of the Church, as their bounden duty, and as well entitled

to their fullest confidence, their most liberal support, and their

continued fervent prayers.

Resolved , That it be recommended to the Board to appoint one

Presbyter of the Church, to be the Secretary and General Agent

of the Domestic and of the Foreign Committee.

Resolved
, That the chief reliance for sustaining the Missionary

work of the Church, will be found in the efficient application of

the diocesan and parochial relations and influences.

Resolved
, That it be referred to the two Committees, to con-
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sider what means may be taken to give the paper called “ The
Spirit of Missions,” a higher interest, and wider circulation, and

report the same at the Triennial Meeting.

G. W. Doane,
J. P. K. Henshaw,
Alonzo Potter,

Wm. Cooper Mead,
Francis L. Hawks,
M. Gardiner,

Edward A. Newton,
Saml, H. Huntington.

The resolutions connected with the Report, were adopted.

Rev. Dr. Mead, on behalf of the Chairman of the Committee

appointed this morning to consider and report whether any, and if

any, what changes may be advantageously made in the time and

place of holding the meetings of the Board, &c., offered the follow-

ing resolutions, recommended by the Committee :

Resolved
,
That the next Annual Meeting of the Board be held in

the city of New-York, on the fourth Tuesday of June, 1851, at 10

o’clock, in the morning.

Resolved ,
That the Service, the Sermon, and the administration

of the Holy Communion at the Annual Meeting of the Board be

under the direction of the Senior Bishop present.

Resolved
,
That the Annual Sermon before the Board be preach-

ed on the evening of the first day of the meeting of the Board.

All the foregoing resolutions were, on motion, adopted.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Whitehouse, it was

Resolved
, That if the Annual Report of the Missionary Bishop

for the South-west be received previous to the printing of the pro-

ceedings of the Board, it be appended thereto.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, the following resolution was

adopted.

Resolved , That it be referred to the Domestic Committee to

make such arrangements as they may deem necessary to provide
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sisting of pupils of more advanced age. Here another catechetical lesson

was recited in Greek, having reference to the Incarnation of our Saviour.

The answers to the questions were mostly in Scriptural language
;
the pas-

sages, both chapter and verse, being distinctly quoted. After this, that

beautiful passage in Isaiah, ix., 6.—‘ For unto us a child is born,’ &c.—was

sung in Greek, to a beautiful piece of music, and admirably harmonized for

four voices. The effect of this music upon the audience was very pleasing.

The distribution of books and other presents to each pupil then took place,

and among the books given were seventeen copies of the American Tract

Society’s Primer, and twenty-four copies of ‘Aunt Harding’s Keepsake,’

in Greek, a small tract which we translated from the English, and published

during the past year, from funds contributed for that express purpose by

the Sunday Schools of St. Andrew’s Church, in Philadelphia. The money

for publishing this little book, as well as the tract itself, were sent to me
through the London Tract Society. After each pupil had received her

share, our own beautiful Christmas hymn was sung— * While Shepherds

watched their flocks by night,’ & c.

“ We next proceeded to Miss Baldwin’s room, which contains more than

fifty poor girls, all of them old pupils, who have learned their letters in the

school. And here we found the cripple Caterina, whose history forms a

striking episode in the earlier part of our Missionary labours. She entered

our school in 1832 ! The pupils in this department have been supplied

from year to year with different portions of the Scriptilres. Fifty copies of

‘Aunt Harding’ were distributed here, and five copies of the Scriptures, to

those who needed them, besides other suitable presents.

“ Next followed the Lancasterian School, and then our large Infant School,

for promiscuous scholars, and where only Greek is taught. It contains two

hundred and seventy children
;
eighty-three copies of the Scriptures, and

twelve copies of the ‘ Dairyman’s Daughter,’ besides other gifts, were dis-

tributed in this school. The exercises here were such as are usual in infant

schools—reading the Scriptures, reciting infant school hymns, and singing.

In all the schools, we have two hundred and twenty-six readers.

“Our friends retired, expressing themselves highly gratified with the results.

“ I have thus attempted to give the Committee, as conciselyas possible, an

idea of the operation of that part of our work—our Missionary schools—and

certainly this is one of the most practical and useful, as well as principal

branches of our Mission. It would be a matter of rejoicing to us could we

add to the encouragements arising from the success and effects of our labours

here, those which spring from a consciousness that all is as wr
ell as we could

wish, in regard to the Church at home. We have here our usual comple-

ment of scholars and teachers, and everything is as it was when our means

of support were much greater, and alw'ays certain. But upon this subject I

do not mean to enter to-day. I will close by expressing my great obligations

4
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to the American Tract Society, for their valuable donation of books, and

particularly for the Tract Primer, which has been universally admired by

our foreign friends. It has afforded us the greatest facilities in bringing on

more than one hundred of our young pupils in the knowledge of the Eng-

lish language.”

In reference to the remarks here made respecting the difficulty occasion-

ed by delay in the transmission of funds—from which this Mission, as well

as all the others, for a time experienced a good deal of inconvenience—the

Committee are happy to say, that during the last year the contributions of

the Church have enabled them to be much more prompt. They indulge the

hope that similar perplexities will not again occur.

The health of Miss Mulligan having become much enfeebled, this most

estimable and efficient teacher has been obliged to retire from the Mission.

The Committee cannot but express the sense they entertain of the fidelity

with which she has for so many years laboured in that interesting field, a§

well as of the high degree of usefulness which accompanied all her exertions.

In a letter dated 10th May last, the Missionary thus refers to the influence

which the Mission School at Athens has exerted in promoting a knowledge

of Scriptural truth

:

“A large class of Bible Christians has been formed in these schools,

consisting of some thousands, who are now dispersed over every part of

Greece—and who can calculate their influence as Mothers ?—(for most of

those who were our earliest pupils are married and settled in life.) We
have just completed the Nineteenth year of our residence in Greece, and

have entered upon our Twentieth. What a long period to look back upon,

and how much responsibility does it involve ! May it be found that we have

not laboured in vain, nor spent our strength for naught

!

“ We have passed through a winter of uncommon severity, and there has

been much suffering among the lower classes. The injury done to the

country by the loss of many thousand of the olive trees of Attica and of the

extensive orange and lemon plantations, is enormous. Within the mem-

ory of man, it was never known that the olive tree was injured by any de-

gree of cold known in this climate. But this year, the whole of the extensive

and well-known Attic Grove has perished.

“ Our schools, too, suffered from the inclemency of the weather, and never

was the attendance of the pupils so much interrupted as during the first

three months of the year. The beautiful season of spring has at length

arrived and brought with it our usual regular number of between four and

five hundred. The preparation of these interesting young persons fbr the

intelligent and devout celebration of the festival of Easter, was this year

peculiarly interesting, from the increased intelligence and the improvement

they have made in the knowledge of the Scriptures. The solemn transac-

tions which attended the Crucifixion of our Saviour, were read and com-
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mitted to memory by many who, last year, were only capable of listening to

them as recounted and read to them. They had not then the capacity of

reading the word of God themselves. Others, again, had made sufficient

progress to comprehend the connection between the Old and New Coven-

ants. To these it was interesting to point out the fulfilment of the types of

the former, in all that related to Him to whom all the Prophets gave witness,

and all these types pointed. They could now perfectly understand the con-

nection between the Paschal Lamb of the Jewish Passover and * the Lamb of

God, that taketh away the sins of the world.’ To others, more advanced,

the mysterious book of prophecy was partially laid open
;
and it was with

peculiar pleasure we marked the aptness of some in explaining the obscure

intimations of prophecy, as illustrated by the light of the Gospel. In read-

ing the 53d chapter of Isaiah, the question was asked, ‘ What is meant by

the expression “ He shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.’”

And the reply was, * the travail of His soul, points out the sufferings of our

Lord, especialy His agony in the Garden, and the reward of those sufferinors

with which He shall be satisfied will be, in bringing many sons and

daughters to Righteousness—namely, all those who shall believe in Him
to the saving of their souls.’

“ One great object we always have in view in our instructions, is to spiri-

tualize, as much as possible, the observances and rites which we have in

common with them. The Greeks, like all the orientals, are much at-

tached to a symbolical religion, and too apt to rest in the form of godliness

without feeling much of the power of it. The season of Easter has afforded

us another fit opportunity of improving their minds in the great doctrines of

Christ crucified, and of justification by faith, and of enforcing those prac-

tical duties which are incumbent upon them as members of Christ’s Church.
“ The nature and purpose of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, we care-

fully teach them from the New Testament. Everything is illustrated in as

simple a manner as possible from the Scriptures, and it is quite remarkable

how conversant the greater part of them are with the Book of God. We
teach them that there are two classes of recipients of the Lord’s Supper, as

explained by St. Paul to the Corinthians, and that all who partake are not, as

a matter of course, partakers of the Lord’s body (as in the case of Judas.)

Hence, they are taught the necessity of self-examination, and of repentance

and confession to God, the nature of which is explained from the history

and experience of David. The 51st Psalm is pointed out as a proper form

of confession and prayer for a repentant sinner, and each phrase of it care-

fully examined.

“ This is a concise summary of the course pursued by us throughout the

year, which I have illustrated by reference to the recent seasons of Passion

Week and Easter. We cannot be too grateful for the privilege we enjoy of

leading so many minds to the investigation and intelligent understanding of
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the truths necessary to Salvation
;
and we feel, too, that in thus watering

others, we ourselves are watered.”

The special receipts for the Mission at Athens, have amounted to

81,150 18.

A specific contribution was made to the Benevolent Fund of the Mission

-called the Bread Fund,” amounting to 8156, which has been separately

remitted.

In addition to the contributions which passed through the treasury, a

remittance of 8510 was made by friends in Baltimome, and in Howard Dis-

trict, Md., who had been deeply interested by a personal examination made by

some of their members of the Mission at Athens.

The expenditures for the year have been 83,650 and 81,000 remitted on

account of the next financial year.

Africa.

Established
,
1836.

Rev. John Payne, Rev. E. W. Hening, Rev. J. Rambo, Rev. 0. Colden Hoffman, Rev.

E. W. Stokes, Missionaries; Mr. J. T. Gibson, Teacher; Mrs. Payne, Mrs. Hening, Miss

Williford, Mrs. Thomson, Mrs. Gibson, Assistants in Mission Schools ; several Native

Teachers.

The last Annual Report announced the appointment and departure from

the United States, of the Rev. J. Rambo and the Rev. C. Colden Hoffman.

They arrived safely at their port of destination, and after a brief acclimating

sickness, commenced their Missionary labours. Recent intelligence speaks

very favourably of their health, and they themselves write in a most cheerful

strain.

The Rev. Mr. Hening and Mrs. Hening, who had been on a visit to the

United States, for the benefit of the health of Mr. H., embarked on their

return to their station in December, and reached Cape Palmas, on the 18th

February last. They were accompanied by the Rev. E. W. Stokes, a

coloured clergyman who has been appointed an assistant to the Rev. Mr.

Payne in the Missionary work among the Colonists, and by Miss Williford of

Georgia, who brings to the department for which she is designed, the advan-

tages of thorough education and many years’ experience.

Dr. Perkins, the physician to the Mission, has been obliged to relinquish

his connexion with it, in consequence of protracted ill health. The Com-

mittee regret extremely to lose his valuable services, but they cannot doubt

the propriety of the decision, in which Dr. P. was confirmed by the unan-

imous voice of the members of the Mission.
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P. S.—The Rev. Mr. Hoffman arrived in this country on the 4th of June,

having been called home on a brief visit on private business; but will

resume his place at his station early in the autumn.

The number of pupils in the Native Boarding Schools, which had

been somewhat reduced in consequence of the diminished strength of the

Mission and the scarcity of food during the preceding year, has not yet been

greatly enlarged. It has been deemed expedient to make a careful selection

of scholars, and not to receive more as boarders than the Missionaries could

properly attend to without overtasking themselves.

The examinations of these schools have been highly satisfactory, and the

Mission now begins, in its more advanced scholars, to reap the fruit of the

years of faithful care and labour that have been devoted to them.

In addition to these Boarding Schools, the Missionaries have for some

time been in the habit of superintending Day Schools in the neighbouring

villages, over which they had placed native teachers. They urge very stren-

uously an appropriation of $600 per annum to support permanently such

schools in the five most important towns adjoining the seat of the Mission.

The Committee are entirely persuaded of the advantages to be derived from

this plan, and they hope at no distant period to be able to authorize the

additional expenditure which it will involve.

The interesting statements contained in the communication on this sub-

ject, received from the senior Missionary, induce the Committee to embody

them in their report.

“ Cavalla, West Africa, Sept. 3, 1849.

“ At the quarterly meeting of the Mission, held at this Station last week, it

was made my duty to ask of the Foreign Committee an annual appropriation

of $600, for sustaining day schools in the vicinity of the regular stations of

the Mission.

“ The very important department of Missionary effort to which I beg leave

now to call your attention, you will please understand distinctly, will not

conflict with the plan of concentrated exertion to which the Mission has

been most willingly limited by your Committee. As they understand that

plan, it requires that theforeign labourers in the field shall reside at Cavalla,

Cape Palmas, and Rocktown or Fishtown
;
these latter two, owing to their

proximity, being considered one station. But the native population imme-

diately around Cavalla, Rocktown and Fishtown, will only include about

one-half of the Grebo tribe. By looking at the map of theGrebo tribe, you

will observe that there are east and north of this station, Cavalla, three towns

on the Cavalla River—viz., Kobla, Wotteh, and Diima Lu, distant from Ca-

valla five, four and three miles, respectively, and containing an aggregate

population of three thousand souls. Between Cavalla and Cape Palmas, on

the west, are two Grahway towns, and Half Grahway, containing about the
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same population as the River Cavalla towns, and at about the same dis-

tances from Cavalla. Again, at Cape Palmas, the parent town of the Greboes,

there is a population of three thousand or more. Now, in all these places, I

am in the habit of preaching once in two weeks
;
and when Mr. Hoffman'

shall be permanently associated with me, by a division of labour, each of them

may be visited, by one or the other of us, every week, and this without in-

terfering with our ministrations in the Cavalla towns and villages.

“ Directing your attention again to the map, you will observe, between

Rocktown and Fishtown, a settlement called Middletown, consisting of two

distinct villages, with an aggregate population of some five hundred. Since

the map was prepared, a colony has gone from Fishtown, and settled two

villages about three miles farther up the coast. The population of these

villages I do not know, but they are considered of sufficient importance by

Mr. Rambo, to be included with Middletown in his weekly circuit of evan-

gelical labours.

“ Thus you will perceive, that there are towns and villages with an ag-

gregate population of twelve thousand souls unconnected with the regular

Stations of the Mission, but sufficiently near to be visited weekly by the

Missionaries residing at these Stations. Now it is in the five most import-

ant of these that we would establish day-schools, and ask the appropriation

named to support them. Native or colonist teachers of an inferior grade

might be employed for about one hundred dollars each, and the remaining

hundred dollars be applied to meet the contingent expenses of the schools.

For establishing the day-schools, the following reasons are offered, viz :

“ 1st. Even if the number of foreign Missionaries should ever be sufficient

to justify it, the locations of all the villages and towns, except Cape Palmas,

in question, are so decidedly unhealthy, that it would be highly inexpedient

to make them permanent residences. If ever occupied, it must be done by

the natives, or colonists thoroughly acclimated.

“ 2d. It is certainly important, that so large a proportion of the Grebo pop-

ulation, immediately under the care of the Mission, should be educated. It

will not be questioned, that the benefits of Christian education ought to be

extended to the utmost of our ability
;
more especially, since, judging from

the past, this promises to be our chief instrument in spreading, and giving

to Christianity a firm establishment among the Africans.

“ 3d. The schools will be, as the villages now are, under the constant week-

ly supervision of the Missionaries, and under their care become nuclei of

Christian congregations.

“ 4th. The proposed plan is the most economical one possible for accom-

plishing the end in view. This will be true, although it be found expedient,

as it probably will, to increase the contingent fund, to give a cloth quarterly

to the scholars, with a view to securing their more regular attendance.

“ These considerations, it is hoped and believed, will be sufficient to show
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the Committee the expediency of granting us the proposed appropriation.

To friends, why need I say more?”

A Church Edifice at Cavalla is another object which the senior Mis-

sionary has had much at heart. The strong hold which the Mission has

gained at that station, and the growing influence of a Christian community

upon the surrounding heathen population, have induced the Committee to

sanction the appeal made for funds for the erection of a suitable place of

public worship.

The views of the Missionary on this point are so satisfactory, and elicit

so much that is of general interest in regard to the spiritual condition of the

station, that they may not inappropriately find a place in this report.

The Missionary refers to the matter of soliciting special contributions for

the erection of a permanent place of worship, to be called *• The Church of

the Epiphany,” at this station.

“ When, in the middle of the year 1839 ,” he remarks, “ I first visited

this place, I was forcibly struck with its importance as a Missionary Sta-

tion. The cottage occupying the site of the present Mission House, was

situated about three hundred yards from the sea shore. In the rear, the land

was open for the space of four or five miles, affording a clear sweep to the

strong sea breeze, which every day blew over it. There was, in fact, about

the same difference between Mount Vaughan and it, as there is between

the central or northern part of New-York City and Rockaway
;
while, to

protect the Mission Hill from the miasma, to which the openness of the

land in the rear might otherwise expose it, there was a range of land, or

succession of hills some hundred feet higher, almost reaching it, at about

half a mile distant.

“ But the facilities of the station for access to the natives, was the most

interesting feature. Within a few hundred yards were five villages, con-

taining an aggregate population of three thousand. Then there were, only

three miles on the one side, the Grahways, and on the other, the river

towns, four to five miles distant, having each about the same number of in-

habitants. There were also two other villages, the depots of the Cavalla

people on the river at Diima Lu, distant four and a half miles. All these

places, it was obvious, might be included in a weekly visitation by one Mis-

sionary. As a matter of fact, they became so
;
and they have all, except two

villages near the Mission-house, had the Gospel preached in them this

week, October 5th. There were still other most important features con-

nected with the station. Just above Diima Lu were four Babo towns, on

the banks of the river, with a population of four thousand, and accessible

from Cavalla within a day
;
while above these, along on the river, navigable

for canoes sixty or a hundred miles, were twelve tribes, all easily approach-

ed, and having, in fact, constant intercourse with Cavalla.

“ As I contemplated this field for the first time, I said, ‘ Here is the place

I have been seeking—one in which all mv powers may be employed in
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preaching the glorious Gospel—God willing, I will occupy it.’ In about a

month afterwards, by the appointment of the Mission, I was at C avail a.

There was little in the character of the Cavalla people, at the time under

review, to recommend them. They had the reputation of being the most

lawless settlement in Grebo
;
and judging from the experience of the first

four years of my intercourse with them, this character was but too well de-

served. I will not here detail the various trials and perils to which we were,

during this time, exposed. It may, however, tend to excite adoring grati-

tude, to name a few of the means used by ‘ the strong man armed’ to keep

out ‘ the stronger than he’ from this part of his palace. How he at one

time instigated his servants not to do anything for us— at another, to refuse

to give or sell us anything whatever— at another, to drive all our children

and all the natives from our premises—at another, prohibiting us from visit-

ing their towns, and threatening our property and persons with violence

;

until at length the Lord sent us the United States ship-of-war Decatur, in

1843, and took us to Cape Palmas. Again, after we returned to the sta-

tion, how, during two years, he excited war around us, and twice brought

the foe on either side of us, causing him, in one instance, to succeed in

burning a village in our sight, as he would, probably, all our property, had

he succeeded in his wishes.

“ However, throughout these difficulties the good providence of God hath

been most manifest, in causing everything to work together for good, and I

have seemed to hear a voice saying :
‘ Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not

thy peace
;

for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee ;

for I have much people in this place and through the good hand of my

God upon me, I have spoken publicly for 'Him at least three thousand times,

at and around this station : nor in vain, for the people, once so hostile, have

become, one and all, as far as I can discover, perfectly friendly. Some who,

eight years since, would even have taken my life, now give me their child-

ren to instruct. The clouds and thunder of war have been succeeded by

the calm of peace; our boarding-schools, always full, now number sixty-

three pupils; our congregations, on the Lord’s day, have averaged two

hundred persons, often rising to three and four hundred, so that our little

thatched chapel, costing about fifty dollars, is now too strait fof us, and we

are compelled to add to it about fifteen feet—this being all the additional

space that can be obtained in its present situation. And w.hat is of more

consequence to my present purpose is, that I have on my list of communi-

cants, at this one station, thirty-eight members, (since increased to 40,)

and located in a village ten Christian families, and which latter are to re-

ceive constant accessions—the fruits of our boarding-schools. These

families, with the members of our schools and family, make a regular con-

gregation of from eighty to ninety
,
though not a heathen should be present.

“The work of preparation has, however, gone yet farther. In most of the
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families of the Christian village, the sweet incense of family prayer and

praise ascends to God, while in the evening-schools, which are taught by the

heads of these households, and their conversation, they let their light shine

around them.

“ We are now prepared for a much wider ‘ Epiphania.’ I have before

alluded to the facilities here afforded for intercourse with and influence

upon the interior. I seldom preach on Sundays without having some from

the interior tribes as part of my auditors, and seldom pass a week without

seeing some of them in my house. The sound of the Gospel has already

gone forth hence nearly one hundred miles interior. But we are now ready

to do more than ever before. We have a young native man who is pre-

pared, whenever he shall be authorized to do so, to go forth as an evange-

list to the twelve tribes dwelling along the banks of the Cavalla River and

their vicinity.

“And now, why have I given these details? To bring forward the

instrumentality here employed to view? God forbid. This were the

folly of the ‘ axe boasting itself against him that heweth therewith—the

saw magnifying itself against him that shaketh it.’ But I have given

the above details to show, that— 1st. God the Maker, in the arrange-

ment of this place, did adapt it most admirably for a Missionary Sta-

tion. 2d. That the * Head over all things’ to this Church hath remarkably

interposed in its behalf. 3d. That God the Holy Ghost hath actually taken

out here a people for the name of Jesus. 4th. That the ‘ Epiphania’ of

Christ to the Gentiles, begun here, has the promise of a wider and more

glorious effulgence, where we ought to build the material Church of the

Epiphany. Have I made out these propositions? I feel perfectly willing

to abide the decision of the Foreign Committee and of the Church. I can-

not, however, forbear to add how extremely gratifying it would be to all the

members of the Mission, if, as the year 1849 has been signalized by the

gift of St. Mark’s to Cape Palmas, so 1850 may be by the contribution, on

the part of the Church, of the funds necessary for the erection of * The
Church of the Epiphany at Cavalla.’

“ Owing to the want of facilities for building such a house as is needed

here, a plain stone one, about forty by seventy or eighty feet, cannot be

erected at an expense of less than $2,000 to $2,500. As we feel a delicacy

in making private applications without the authority of your Committee, in

case you approve of the object, we must of course leave with you, in a great

measure, the time and manner of bringing it before the Church.”

The Committee are gratified in being able to state, that in answer to this

appeal, over $1000 have already been contributed, and they hope that on

the close of the year the full amount will be realized.

The Station at Cavalla, to which the foregoing remarks have refer-

ence, has been in a highly prosperous condition. The number of commu-
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nicants at this station is forty. During the year 1849, eleven had been

added to the Church. Four of the older pupils had ceased to be scholars,

and now support themselves by mechanical and other secular employments.

Four of the first class are employed as assistant teachers. Four couples,

from among the pupils, had been united in marriage. The native Christian

village, (the first of this Mission,) now contains eleven families.

A Christian Village.—Of this village, Mr. Payne writes—“ The for-

mation of a Christian village in the immediate vicinity of the Mission pre-

mises, is regarded as a most important step in advance. All who have passed

regularly through the school, thus far, have settled here, and others will

follow their example. The houses have all been built by natives, and five

of them, which are framed, and in American style, are the exclusive work-

manship of a youth lately in the school. There are sawyers, a blacksmith,

a chair-maker, besides the carpenter, in the village. Two months ago a

simple code of laws was adopted for its government. Amongst other good

rules, one requires all housekeepers either to conduct family worship them-

selves, or to attend in families where this is held.”

Pastoral Department.—The labours of Mr. Payne, in this department,

have not been interrupted by sickness, or other cause, for a single day.

Congregation on Sunday mornings, 200 to 250. Sunday-school, in the

afternoon, 80 to 100. Services in English, every Sunday and Thursday

evening. Four native villages visited, and service held once in each week

throughout the year, once in two weeks at three additional towns. Congre-

gations at these regular, and the conversation and conduct of the people of

such a character as to encourage Missionary efforts, and the confident ex-

pectation that these will, ere long, be crowned with rich success.

In the department of Grebo Translations, the senior Missionary, be-

sides studies intended to perfect his knowledge of the language, has revised

the book of Genesis, prepared an English and Grebo Primer, and made some

progress in the preparation of a Grammar and Lexicon.

The book of Genesis in Grebo, by the renewed liberality of the American

Bible Society, is in course of publication, and is nearly completed, under

the superintendence of one of the clerical members of the Foreign Com-

mittee.

At the River Cavalla Station a small school is continued, as a sort of

appendage to Cavalla, it being only three miles distant. The native teacher,

Francis Allison, who had charge of it, at the date of the last Report, has

recently returned to the Gaboon Mission, to which he was originally attached.

His place has been supplied by a Colonist youth, who, while he keeps up

the school, prosecutes his own studies under the Missionary at Cavalla.

The number of scholars is necessarily limited to eight. Services are held

in the villages near the Mission premises, once in three weeks.

The Station at Fishtown, (to which the name of Fair Haven has re-
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cently been given by the Missionary Board in Africa,) is now under the

charge of the Rev. Mr. Rambo, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Hoffman.

The male school consists of twenty-one, and the female of eight pupils.

There are fourteen native and five colonist communicants connected with

the station.

In reference to his ministerial duties, the Missionary, the Rev. Mr.

Rambo writes—“ Though appointed a Missionary at this station, during the

latter part of April, ’49, I did not enter upon the duties connected with it

permanently, until about the 1st September. This was owing to the fact of

my passing my season of acclimation at Cavalla. My first official visit was,

however, made early in July, after which time, until my permanent removal,

I continued my visits once each fortnight, spending the Sunday in preach-

ing, catechising, and visiting the natives in their hutfe.

“ The Rev. Mr. Hoffman accompanied me when I permanently removed

to the station, with whom, by previous appointment, I divided my labours.

“ Besides preaching at the new and neat chapel, every Sunday morning,

and in the school-house at night, we held a Bible-class for the more advan-

ced scholars and communicants, at 7 o’clock a. m.
;

also, a Sunday school

at 9 a. m., and half-past 2 p. m., for the boarding scholars; and also had

one, in a separate apartment, for native children and youths, from surround-

ing villages. All were generally collected together, and a lecture delivered

at 4 o’clock.

“ During the week we have preached, when circumstances would permit,

in at least four of the five towns in the settlement, each once. Also, in the

river towns, in Rocktown and Middleton, each once. We have conducted

a weekly lecture on Thursday evenings, and every evening have given

Scriptural instruction to all at the station, in connection with family prayers

—these being conducted in the morning by Samuel Boyd.”

Baptisms at that station, from July 8th to 1st January, two infants and

two adults. The Lord’s Suppper administered monthly. Exercises in the

Church Catechism on that Sunday afternoon.

Mr. Rambo adds—“ Besides attending to the duties above enumerated,

as belonging to my own station, I have, as health and opportunity offered,

preached, and otherwise assisted the Rev. Mr. Payne, at Cavalla, and in the

Colony.

“We have cause for unbounded gratitude to Almighty God, that of His

infinite goodness, He has so mercifully spared our health from the first, and

permitted us to have done what has been accomplished in this part of His

vineyard. May the health He is granting us, and the lives He is prolonging,

be both spent in the rescue of these heathen multitudes from the ruin which

long has overhung them
;
and from the darkness and superstition which

long have shrouded their minds : through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
At the Station at Rocktown, intermediate between that of Fishtown,
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just mentioned, and the parent settlement at Cape Palmas, Mr. and Mrs.

Hening will be settled. They had carried out with them, through the liber-

ality of friends, materials for the necessary buildings.

Of the prospects of the Church in the Colony, the senior Missionary

speaks most encouragingly. The schools have been regularly, and if is be-

lieved, faithfully maintained. In the male department, Mr. J. T. Gibson,

has had an average attendance of twelve to fifteen. Mr. G’s experience and

observation have been looked to by the Missionary, in guiding him in the

judicious selection of pupils for the high school opened on the 1st January,

and have qualified him for entering with more efficiency upon the new res-

ponsibilities, involved in their care and instruction. Mr. Gibson has,

during the year 1849, been continuing the study of the Latin language.

As formerly, in the absence of any of the clergy, he has given great satis-

faction to the congregation in the Colony, by officiating as lay-reader.

In the female school, Mrs. Thomson has had an average attendance of

forty-five girls and little boys. Considering the position of Mt. Vaughan,

in the immediate vicinity of numerous families, the importance of this

school can hardly be overrated.

It is an interesting fact, that Mrs. Thompson’s daughter, already assists,

her mother in the school, and bids fair to be qualified ere long for useful-

ness in a sphere in which Mrs. T. has so long rendered efficient service.

The pastoral oversight of those attached to the Episcopal Church in the

Colony, has been discharged by the senior Missionary, assisted during the

latter part of the year by the Rev. Mr. Hoffman. Until the middle of the

year, Mr. Payne continued to visit the colony weekly, officiating alternately

at Mt. Vaughan and at East Harper. Since the 1st August, 1849, Mr.

Hoffman, beside other important service, rendered at Cavalla, has relieved

Mr. P. of half his duties in the colony, so that it has been only necessary

for the latter to go up once in two weeks. It is hoped that the appointment

of a colored clergyman, as an assistant, may relieve the Missionaries in this

department. The congregations have usually been good.

During the year five persons were added to the communion, and one pre-

viously suspended, has been restored
;
one has died. The present number

in good standing is twenty-seven.

The Missionary has, during the year, baptized twenty infants, and offici-

ated at seven marriages within the colony.

On the 16th July, 1849, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Rambo and Hoff-

man, the Senior Missionary had the satisfaction of laying, with appropriate

services, the corner stone of St. Mark’s Church, Lake Palmas, intended for

the colonists. The building, though for a season delayed for want of lime, is

advancing, and it is hoped will be fully completed during the present year.

The whole tenor of the information from this Mission is such as to justify

the expression of the opinion, that in the goodness of God, it has, like its
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sister Mission at Sierra Leone, outlived the early stage of sickness and dis-

aster, and that it will now give rapidly promising evidence of the blessings

which must follow, wherever men preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus in

simplicity, and consecrate themselves unreservedly to the salvation of souls.

The Committee cannot more appropriately conclude their Report of the

African Mission, than in the words of their Senior Missionary, in summing

up his last Report to them :

“ In reviewing the aspect of the Mission during the year, a grateful heart

must record, ' goodness and mercy have followed it,’ through each month

and day. While his continuance among them, and the intercourse of the

Missionary with the Greboes, in their late famine and unhappy contests, in-

creased his influence for good, these contests also left the native mind in a

more favourable state for the reception of the Gospel, than has been ever

known to exist, thus opening a wide and effectual door of usefulness.

“ And then, just at this favourable crisis, ‘ The Lord of the harvest’ was

pleased to send more labourers into the ripening fields, so that, throughout

the Grebo tribe, as well as in the colony, the Gospel has been, and is fully,

preached.

“ Perfect agreement in. views, perfect harmony in action, have been

amongst the mercies of the year
;

‘ to do good, as we have opportunity, to

all men,’ ‘ to become all things to all men,’ ‘ to respect, and to be subject

to the powers that be ordained of God,’—to seek peace with all, to ‘ know
nothing among men save Jesus Christ, and him crucified ;’ to * preach the

word in season and out of season ;’ these are the principles which the Giver

of all good has put it into the hearts of His servants, the Missionaries, to

pray for, and upon which He has enabled them, in some good degree, to

act.

“ And He who commanded his Apostles and Ministers, saying, * Go ye,

and preach the Gospel
;

lo, I am with you always,’ has fulfilled His pro-

mise towards this Mission. He has mercifully preserved the lives and health

of His servants engaged in it. He has given them great delight in their

work, opened to them paths of usefulness on every side, caused them to find

favor in the eyes of those for whom they labour, and made His work to pros-

per in their hands.

“ Christian schools have been maintained at every station, and children,

colonists and natives, have never been wanting to fill them. Whenever and

wherever the Ministers of the Gospel have stood up to declare their message,

men have been found ready to hear it
;
and the number of communicants,

colonists and natives, has increased from fifty-nine to eighty.

“/ Now, thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every

place.’
”
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Contributions :

—

For general purposes of the African Mission, .

For Cape Palmas Church, ....
For Cavalla Church,

Expenditures :

—

General,

Cape Palmas Church, .

Cavalla Church, . . . . .

[August,

$6,637 82

60 50

. 1,026 11

. 9,911 30

66 50

. 1,026 11

Shipment ofsupplies completed 14th June, 1850, to the amount of 84,000,

of which $3,000 are yet unpaid, but the necessary funds are in the treasury.

Constantinnple.

Re-established 1843.

Rt. Rev. Horatio Southgate, D.D., Missionary Bishop.

In the postscript to the Report of the Missionary Bishop at Constantino-

ple, made to the Board of Missions at the last Annual Meeting, the follow-

ing passage occurs

:

“ It remains only to provide for my return. I propose to leave about the

first of October. I would, therefore, respectfully desire that the amount of

appropriation to that date be forwarded to me, together with the sum of one

thousand dollars in addition, for the necessary preparation and for the jour-

ney. I intend to sustain the Mission till the time of my departure, and to

pay the salaries of my assistants here and at Mossoul to the end of the year.

It will be very desirable that the funds just mentioned be in my hands by

the first of September, and, in order to this, they should be forwarded from

the United States by the middle of July. I beg the particular attention of

the Board to the necessity of providing for these expenditures at the Annual

Meeting,”

The Board having left this financial matter in the charge of the Foreign

Committee, that body, at its first meeting thereafter, directed their treasurer

to transmit to Bishop Southgate, at “ the earliest possible day,” the full

amount above-named, being the appropriation for the two quarters ending 1st

January, 1850.

Happily, within six weeks after the adjournment of the Board, viz., on

the 6th August, the treasurer had it in his power to comply with the above

instructions.

In accordance with the design expressed in his report to the Board,

Bishop Southgate left Constantinople on the receipt of this remittance and

arrived in New-York via England, on the 6th November.
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On the arrival of the Missionary Bishop, the Committee, having under

consideration the appropriation to the Constantinople Mission for the year

1850, came unanimously to the conclusion, that the removal of the Mission-

ary Bishop with his family, had closed the Mission in Turkey, and rendered

unnecessary any further appropriation of Missionary funds to that Station.

But, inasmuch as it has been the habit of the Committee to make some ap-

propriation to Missionaries who have returned to this country from their

stations, they passed the following Resolutions, viz -

“ Resolved,
That the sum of six hundred dollars, in addition to the sum

of one hundred and fifty dollars already advanced, (being the amount of six

months salary, from 1st January to 1st July 1850,) be paid to the Rt. Rev.

Bishop Southgate.”

The appropriation has been paid.

Contributions for the Constantinople Mission . . . $409 30

Expenditure .......... 2333 70

Remitted 15th June last, as reported ..... 500 00

Total expenditure for this year .... $2833 70

(Eljina.

Re-established 1845.

Right Rev. Wm. J. Boone, D. D. Missionary Bishop, Shanghai; Rev. E. W. Syle, Mis-

sionary ; Miss Jones, Miss Tenney, Teachers.

The reports from the Mission at Shanghai have been of a very varied

character : at one time cheering the hearts of the Committee by the intel-

ligence of God’s blessing upon the work of their Missionaries
;

at another

saddening them by afflicting news of the death or return of those, who had

given the best proof of their thorough adaptation for their work.

The death of the Rev. Mr. Spalding has been a severe loss to the Mission.

His indefatigable diligence had given him sufficient command of the lan-

guage, to enable him to preach to the Chinese in their own tongue
;
and

once qualified, he never ceased, in public and in private, to “teach and

preach Jesus Christ.” Over-much exertion, connected with a cold, brought

upon him a consumption, that prostrated most rapidly his once vigorous

constitution. Assured by his physicians that his recovery at Shanghai was

hopeless, he most reluctantly yielded to their advice, and embarked on the

30th August last for his native land. This is the last that is known of him !

He took passage on board of the ship Coquette, which, there is little reason

to doubt, foundered in the China Sea, during a terrible gale in the month

of September.

This dispensation is one which strikingly marks the inscrutability of God’s

providence. The fervent piety of Mr. Spalding was united to a soundness
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ofjudgment, a practical common sense, a steadfastness of purpose, an ex-

traordinary measure of untiring diligence, which, together, gave singular

promise of usefulness in the cause of Christ; and just as he had mastered

the language, and had become, in other respects, fitted for the work—-just as

he had begun to see the first fruits of his ministry among the heathen—the

voice of the Lord called him away, to enter thus early into his rest.

The departure of Mr. Spalding was followed by another serious depriva-

tion. The health of Miss Morse began to fail, and here again the positive

injunctions of physicians made it a matter of duty in her to seek repose

from labour and the refreshment of a voyage. In obedience to this advice,

she embarked for this country. The Committee feel constrained to express

their sense of the value and efficiency of Miss Morse’s disinterested labours

of five years in the Mission school at Shanghai. Placed by a gracious

Providence beyond the necessity of drawing any support from the Church

which she served, she has given herself to her toilsome and self-denying

task, with a patience and energy which no mere temporal reward could

have secured. The Committee hope that the object of her return may be

speedily accomplished, and that she may, with renovated health, be enabled

once more to engage in the work of teaching the little ones of the heathen

people the way of eternal salvation.

These losses, together with the enfeebled state of health and constant phy-

sical pain under which the Missionary Bishop himself has continued to

suffer, have compelled the Mission to curtail some plans of usefulness, and

to assume individually more labour than would otherwise have been done.

And yet when the number and condition of the labourers is considered, the

Committee may well feel thankful that God has granted to them to accom-

plish so much as they have.

The New School Buildings, without the walls of the city, were com-

pleted and taken possession of last summer. These afford admirable ac-

commodations for the pupils and for a portion of the Missionaries. The

Bishop’s house has also been completed. The Chapel of the Mission,

built within the city by an American layman, was so far finished, as to

allow of its consecration at the festival of the Epiphany, 1850. Of this in-

teresting service the Rev. Mr. Syle has transmitted the following account

:

“ Sunday 6, Jan., 1850

—

Epiphany—First Sunday of the year .—

A

day ever to be remembered in the history of our Mission ! Let friends

at home rejoice greatly, that they may be sharers of the joy with which our

hearts have been filled this day. But the day before yesterday, the Bishop

and myself had been invited to take part in the opening of the Church of

our English Episcopal Brethren. To-day they assisted us at the consecra-

tion of our ‘ House of Prayer,’ for the children of the most numerous nation

upon the earth.

“ We often read accounts of consecration of the Churches in Christian
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for the performance of the duties of the Secretary and General

Agent of said Committee until after the Triennial Meeting of the

Board.

On motion, it was
Resolved

,
That after suitable devotions, the Board adjourn.

The Board having joined in prayer, offered by the Bishop of

Western New-York, adjourned*

Attest, P. VAN PELT,
Secretary,

v
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