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DOMESTIC MISSIONS
OF
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nyLA^aiiH:, lsse.

COMMUNICATIONS.
Fort Riley, January 15th, 1866.

If the Church at the East “needs just such information” as was furnished by my
private letter of last autumn, I have no course left me but to write again, especially as,

“like hungry Oliver, you ask for more.”

It has been my privilege, since that letter was written, to spend some time among
the wild tribes of the Plains, and my observations may be of some use to your

Committee, in the future, if not now.

The opportunity which was afforded me of seeing the Aborigines in their native

condition was much greater than usually falls to the lot of either clergyman or layman

;

and if I have not gathered information which may be beneficial to both the Indian and

the Church, the fault must be in the observer rather than in the opportunity which was

afforded.

We reached the junction of the Little and Big Arkansas Rivers on the 4th of October,

and at once met with colonies of several of the wild tribes, who had been sojourning

there for about a year. These (Cadoes, Wishetaws, and others) furnished us with food

for observation
;
but as our object was to meet the great and warlike tribes of the

Plains, the Camanches, Kiowas, Cheyennes, and Arappahoes, we did not ramble much
among the villages and wigwams of the friendly and unwarlike tribes.

In a few days the scarred and weather-worn warriors came in—first, slowly, and in

small squads, then by hundreds and by tribes. To describe this Council, and the

habits and customs of the several tribes, while it might interest your readers, would be

irrelevant to your columns. I will content myself, therefore, in giving the impressions

which were stamped upon my mind from a missionary standpoint. These several

tribes who are heathen, bigamists, aud superstitious, have, mixed with their religious

rites and ceremonies, a faint idea of the true God, whom they call the Great Spirit.

This fact was evidenced by the opening sentences of Blackkettle’s address before the

Council. He is head chief of the Cheyennes, and one of those who suffered so severely

by the perfidy of our soldiers at “ Sand Creek.” His speech—which was over an hour
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in delivery, and which, by its pathos and native eloquence, brought tears to the eyes f

veteran officers—opened thus :

—

u The Great Spirit above us hears what I say, and < r

father in Washington will soon be made acquainted with my words.”

These tribes have never, that I know of, received Christian instruction from c f

source. Their belief in the “Great Spirit above us,” therefore, must have descent 1
with their other religious doctrines and ceremonies.

By the treaties lately made, these tribes are to be placed upon reservations ly *

between the Arkansas and Red Rivers, and as their hunting ground is greatly narrow d

and game becoming scarce, they must be instructed in pastoral, if not in agricultu l

life, or starve. Their country is admirably adapted to the one, but only middlingly d

for the other. To follow them in their wanderings from Texas to British America, c I

from the mountains of New Mexico and Colorado to the verge of eastern civilizati i|

was impossible
;
but now, as they are to be so restricted in their peregrinations, missi |

aries might dwell among them, establish schools, and instruct them in pastel

pursuits, which is the first step from barbarism to civilization.

But there are stumbling blocks to be removed by our Government before much (

i

be done by missionary effort. The present system of Indian agencies is, in my opini t,

fraught with mischief to the Indian and evil to the nation. This evil is attract

thoughtful attention, and will, I trust, soon be abated. The most philanthropic nft

of the land, not wily politicians, should be selected for such offices of trust, and ti
y|

should be paid such salaries that it would not be “ necessary for them to steal” fin

the scanty annuities of the red man.

Government, I believe, would do well not only tofavor, but to foster several missi j

among these four or five tribes. It would soon prove economical by enabling her i

reduce her armed force upon the plains—the most expensive of all positions to sustjj

an army—and by securing a more safe and less expensive transit for merchandise fil&

the east, and mineral wealth and wool from Colorado and New Mexico.

The Church is evidently rising in her might. She is shaking off' her lethargy

nerving herself for work. Nay, your Committee has planned and entered upon a gii

'

work. Falter not! He who puts it into your hearts to devise will influence ozl T

hearts to sustain.

Can you not undertake a little more? My firm belief is that a field is open!

&

among these wild tribes such as has never presented itself to us before. And, if *

proper counsel be had with the u powers that be,” I think that the onus of the expel £

will be cheerfully borne by the Government. That she would act wisely in so doi

I am fully convinced.

I intended to give you some account of the several missions which have b *

sustained, in whole or in part, by the Government among the border and pa T

civilized tribes, but I will leave that for a subsequent letter

—

i. e., if you still “ ask

more.”

I want to say a word or two on your new and great work for freedmen, having 1 *

eighteen months experience with them, at Fort Scott, but must defer this subject, a

for the present.

Chas. Reynold: -

P. S.—I intended to dwell upon the languages of these nations, and to show 1
1

easily some of them can be learned, but, for obvious reasons, I must omit this sub

to-day. Let me add, that they all use the language of signs, and can make even "

border tribes understand them by their use.

I found myself picking them up very rapidly during my short visit.
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TEACHERS AND EXEMPLARS OF CHRISTIANITY.

Who are to be the teachers and the exemplars of Christianity in the family and in

the church, the only institutions Divinely appointed to promote the moral and spiritual

'4 renovation of fallen man?
This is a question of fearful moment

;
for, even in our highly favored land, so radiant

lyi with Gospel light, the great mass of our people seem to be going down “ the broad way

nr that leadeth to destruction.” Is the father or the minister to be the teacher and

exemplar of Christianity in such a sense as to lessen the responsibility of others, or

iv are all Christians in their several spheres equally bound to “ shine as lights in the

i, a world, holding forth the word of life?”

latio In the family, the father is held responsible by Holy Writ for the moral and religious

m training and instruction of his children, yet most of “the nurture and admonition of

asto the Lord” is of necessity given by the mother and the older children. In a well

oidered Christian household the father does not, through fear of losing authority,

chc restrain the mother and the older children from being teachers as well as exemplars of

imiaChristianity
;
he incites them to it, giving them the advantage of his calmer judgment

ractiand his experience in the world. lie takes advantage of their genial hearts to make

ie ^religion attractive, thus picturing to the youthful mind and heart the joys which God

id thhas in store for all who love and serve Him.

In the Jewish church the priests and Levites were commissioned to preserve and

proclaim God’s law, and to point to a coming Saviour through prescribed rights and

eremonies
5

but the chief part of the moral and religious training devolved upon

)thers.

When the Lord Jesus in person organized and established the Christian Church,

Ie plainly indicated that the sacraments were to be administered by ministers of His

ippointment, who were also to preach with special authority
;
yet it is evident from the

)arables of our Lord and His other teachings, that all who should freely receive His

;raoe were equally bound in their respective spheres to manifest that grace both in

vord and deed. The Epistles also testify to the great use that the first preachers

aade of all classes of helpers, in extending the blessings of the Gospel where

heir voices could not reach; and also of the absolute need of the mature private

Christian not only to exemplify Christianity, but also to teach and to watch over

•ersons recently converted from scepticism or immorality.

The church has for a long season greatly erred by encouraging the laity, especially

len of high social position, in their natural desire to be “hearers only;” therefore,

l)|iy persons often consider it a favor to their minister, instead of an obvious duty and a

rivilege, to aid him in the spiritual, as well as in the temporal work of the parish.

When the laity are not taught and trained to be exemplars of Christianity, it some-

mes occurs that they grow cold at heart and lose their interest in the church, obliging

ie minister to leave his high vocation and collect, from door to door, money to repaii

ie church or to free it from debt. When the laity have been trained to perform the

Diritual work indicated by our Lord in His Gospel, their hearts are refreshed and their

inds so liberalized that they zealously undertake the self-denying work of collecting

jfOney, rather than allow their minister to leave his spiritual calling.

Before the church can make any great inroad upon the world, her intelligent and
tfluential laity must be taught and made to feel, that in proportion to their individual

iterest in that salvation wrought out for them by a crucified Redeemer, is their

ligation to become exemplars and teachers of Christianity to persons less favored

an themselves.
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On this subject, Bishop Horatio Potter and other clergymen have thus spoken in i

report to the Board of Missions :

—

11 Even secular plans and undertakings may furnisl

the church with some hints, for we read that ‘ the children of this world are, in thei:

generation, wiser than the children of light.’ The politician never rests
;
he searehe:

out every voter, he brings before him whatever may seem best fitted to move him t<

his purpose
;
he provides conveyances for the aged and infirm, he supplies him witl

the ballot, and never leaves him till he sees him drop it where it is beyond all furthe:

contingencies. So the vendor of intoxicating drinks does not depend merely on th<

appetite of those who pass his door, or the good quality of his liquors, or the beauty o

his saloon, to secure custom
;
he employs those who will be boon companions, am

add the pleasures of society to the exhiliration of the cup. Often, too, he ha

emmissaries, who go abroad to lure the unwary : if happy, by the promise of increase*

delights
5

if unhappy, by the prospect of oblivion to their sorrows. Is it strange tha

the working man should contrast such unresting zeal, such indomitable perseverance

such fertile ingenuity, such genial fellowship, in 1 the children of the world,’ with tin

coldness, and the halting, hesitating efforts of those who profess to work for the eterna

redemption of their own souls and the souls around them ?’ ’

When the church adopts the suggestion of her Lord, and trains all her members ii

the exercise of their vocation and ministry, then and not till then will the missionary

treasury overflow, or can teachers and preachers, trained and tested in the school o

practice, go forth to cultivate still more difficult fields.

THE EXAMPLE OF OUR FATHERS.

A large share of Europe was twice converted
;
scarcely had the Church won he

victory over Home, before the barbarous invaders tore from her grasp the faires

portion of the conquest she had gained by the blood of the Ten Persecutions.

England was converted. The heathen Saxons dragged it back into barbarism am
paganism. Gaul was Romanized and Christianized. It was the seat of a splendi*

civilization and of a triumphant Church. It was conquered, and overrun, and threat

ened with utter ruin by the bloody Franks. Everywhere the savage and the heathe;

tore fragments of the great empire away, which had been won for Christ by th

patience and the pain of four slow grinding centuries.

It is grand, the way in which the Church faced the problem the second time. Ther

is no sign of doubt, no word of fear, no mourning over the past. Her work seem©
all swept away. She utters no unavailing complaints. Silent, and stern, and strong -

she faces the savage flood in the power of her Lord. All that was strongest had bee:

swept away. All that was best and noblest had gone down in that avalanche of blin

brute force that shivered Rome. The Church towered aloft amid the tides of rub
triumphant still, and unquailing.

She had converted a civilized Germany. God calls her now to convert a savag v

Germany. She had won a civilized England once. It is gone. God gives her no-

'
-

a barbarous England, and she meets the savage Saxon as she had met the civilize *

Briton. She takes up this burden, laid on her by such strange Providence, and ou -

of chaos brings order, and out of savageness, civilization
5
and, from bloody Fran .

and savage Northmen, and beastly Wrudt and Ilun, she builds, at last, the Europ -

that we see.

The Church of the seventh and eighth centuries, though dimmed from primitiv
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splendor, and fallen from primitive purity in some respects, exhibits, nevertheless, the

dauntless faithfulness and the unquailing truths that mastered the fourth empire in the

centuries before. And there is no more splendid record of toil and success than that

young European Church has written on the page of history.

To us, members of the Church in this country, it is especially a period of interest.

It was during this time the Anglo-Saxon Church was built, and that surely is of

interest. But that is not the thing we now have in mind. It was during these

centuries that the churches of the British Islands stamped upon themselves the

character of the first Missionary Churches of Christendom. In that great work of

reconquering for the Lord the lands lost to heathenism and barbarity, these churches

took the laboring oar. In fact, all central Europe was converted from Ireland and

England. We find missionaries from the two countries always in the vanguard.

There is no tribe so savage that they will not seek it out
j
no forest pathless they

will not penetrate it
;
no mountains so rugged they will not venture to explore. No

discouragements repel these men
;
no fear frights them. Stubborn, rugged, grimly

tenacious, they cling to their work, come life or death, and win, at last, by God’s

blessing on their patient endurance.

Boniface is a well known name. But even Boniface, “ the apostle of Germany,”

is only one among hundreds whom the British churches gave to Europe.

A century before Boniface, Columban and Gale, and Kilban, from Ireland,

had penetrated the rugged valleys of Switzerland, and converted the Swiss, as they

converted other tribes through Europe, and Irish missionaries were everywhere

proclaiming the Gospel. But in the eighth century, the Irish missionaries found noble

Tivals in the Anglo-Saxons. Then Wilfrid, of York, toiled in Friesland, and Willibald,

the Northumbrian, succeeded to the work, and became the revered “ apostle” of that

christianized land. Then Adalbert, the Englishman, is the great Bishop of Utrecht.

Seoferin, another Englishman, is the martyred missioner to the pagan Saxons
;
and

Winifred, the Devonshire man, (St. Boniface,) after converting Saxony, Bavaria,

Thuringier, and winning nobly the grand title of “ Apostle of Germany,” falls a

martyr, at his post, by heathen hands. These are only representations of scores upon
scores of most faithful missionaries and martyrs whom the English Church sent from

her bosom over all Europe in those days. They were preaching to the Swedes and

Danes a century, even, before Ansgar !

What is all this to us ? It is much indeed to us ! These men are our fathers
;
we

are their heirs. We inherit their Christianity as we inherit their blood. We spring

from the same church and from the same race. By the traditions of a thousand years,

we are a living branch of the greatest missionary church in Christendom !

It is well to go back to those days to see what our fathers did. Is our work compar-

able to theirs in the toil or the sacrifice? With power, and wealth, and a triumphant

civilization on our side, we are called to do our days’ work. How grandly they did

theirs with none of these allies to stand by them ! Shall we shame them ? They set

us the high example. They point the glorious road. They are near exemplars too.

They spoke our tongue. They were our own people, crur kith and kin. They worked

with our own tempers, our race faults and failings, as well as its excellencies and

strength. They left us the patient heart, the tenacious hand, the unbending will, the

unconquerable power of toil ! They ask us only to sanctify these powers as they did.

They show us how these gifts are those which, turned to God’s service, will deliver a

world. They warn us to use them, as they set the example, in the infancy of our

Church and of our race, not for self, but for humanity
;
not for the world’s gains, but

«$r the Lord Christ.
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But they not only tell us what we should do and how. Their example assures us of
success. They give us not only warning, but encouragement. They succeeded. They
did their work, and it has staid done. They built strong. They laid deep and broad,

foundations, and a thousand stormy years have left unscathed the temple they erected-

And something, surely, of their faithful, brave, and honest selves—real saxon faith,

and truth—must have passed into their work, for, the lands they converted have never

loved the falsehoods of Borne, and are Protestant lands now.

We bear this responsibility before the Church and the world. We are, so to speak,

horn a missionary church. The church ,of Britain and all its branches are stamped

with this character,—the colonizing people, the State building race. We are marked

also the christianizing people, and the Church building race.

We have the household example, and the household success. What our fathers did

for Europe, it ours to do for America. As the Church, of which we are members,

christianized the old home of our people, so the same Church is called to christianize-

their new home.

We have that work laid upon us. God grant that the old patience and faithfulness-

and truth may be found in the living Church. May the same grand record be repeated,,

to brighten the world for another thousand years

!

H. M. T.

CHURCH WORK AMONG DEAF-MUTES.

Fifty years ago light began to dawn upon the deaf-mutes of the United States-'

through the benevolent and indefatigable labors of Gallaudet and Clerc. In 1815 the-

Bev. Thomas H. Gallaudet, a Congregational minister of Connecticut, was sent to-

Europe by an association of the citizens of Hartford, for the purpose of acquiring a,

knowledge of the art of teaching deaf-mutes. For several months he was under the

instruction of the Abbe Sicard, superintendent of the Boyal Institution at Paris. In

the summer of 1816 he returned to this country, bringing with him Mr. Laurent Clerc,

a most accomplished French deaf-mute. In April, 1817, at Hartford, Connecticut,

Messrs. Gallaudet and Clerc established the American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb.

There are now in this country twenty-three institutions for deaf-mutes besides the

National Deaf-Mute College at Washington, D. C., all having a common system of

instruction and a common sign-language, all resulting directly or indirectly from the

parent institution at Hartford. These institutions have always been liberally sustained

by the Legislatures of the States in which they were located, and have thus been

enabled to give a good education to thousands of the children of silence. As a result

of their education, deaf-mutes are able to read the common literature of the day, to-

acquire a knowledge of current events from the daily and weekly newspapers, and

above all, to understand the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer. It is estimated

that there are in the United States twenty thousand deaf-mutes, a large proportion of

whom are graduates of the different institutions referred to above, while others having

been educated in Europe have emigrated hither. Deaf-mutes after their education tend

towards the larger cities, for there they can more readily find employment by which to

support themselves. They frequently intermarry, and have comfortable homes, their

children generally being possessed of all their faculties.

The educated deaf-mutes of this country now constitute an inviting field for special

Church work, and it is acknowledged by all Christian people that the Protestant

Episcopal Church has peculiar advantages for prosecuting this work. With ita
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liturgical worship, its varying seasons of the ecclesiastical year, its imposing ceremonies,

its changes of posture during the services of the sanctuary, it is better adapted than

than any other Christian body to educate the mind and the heart through the eye.

In the fall of 1850, the undersigned began the first church work among the educated

deaf-mutes of this country. He conducted a Bible-class for those residing in New
York and its vicinity. From time to time several were baptized, and at length a class

of eight were confirmed at St. Stephen’s Church, the Rector, Rev. Dr. Price, having

taken a great interest in the advancing work. All this led the way to the founding

of St. Ann’s Church for deaf-mutes and others, who were willing to labor for their

welfare, in October, 1852. The services of this church were held for nearly five years

in the small chapel of the New York University, and then for nearly two years in the

Historical Society Building. In July, 1859, it bought back from the Baptists the

church and rectory which had been originally erected by Christ Church. This

property is situated on the north side of Eighteenth Street, a little w5st of the Fifth

Avenue. Here an earnest parish of devoted Christian men and women has been

steadily built up, pledged to do all in its power for the temporal and spiritual

happiness of the deaf-mutes to whom its services are accessible, and also to extend

church privileges as rapidly as possible to their brethren throughout the country.

At three o’clock every Sunday afternoon there is, in St. Ann’s Church, a service

conducted entirely in the language of signs. Although of course designed specially for

the benefit of deaf-mutes, others are invited to attend at least once, that they may form

a proper conception of this method of offering prayer and praise in perfect silence. St.

Ann’s Church has endeavored to establish sign-services in other cities, and has been in

a measure successful, the only drawback having been a lack of means. The deaf-mutes

of Philadelphia now have a service every Sunday afternoon in Calvary Church, under

the rectorship of the Rev. F. D. Eagan. Those of Baltimore also have a service every

Sunday afternoon in the Sunday-school room of Grace Church. This is conducted by

Mr. John P. Igams, a deaf-mute communicant. Those of Albany and vicinity have a

service on the afternoon of the third Sunday of every month, in St. Paul’s Church.

This is conducted by the undersigned or the Rev. Eastburn Benjamin, assistant minister

of St. Ann’s Church. The Rev. George C. Pennell, Rector of Grace Church, Buffalo,

has conducted several services for the deaf-mutes of Western New York. Occasional

services for deaf-mutes have been held in Boston and upwards of twenty of the larger

cities of our country. The undersigned would esteem it a great privilege to train other

clergymen in a knowledge of the sign-language, so that these services for deaf-mutes

might be regularly held in other cities. But in order to accomplish this it would be

necessary for those in training to assist in the services of St. Ann’s for at least a year,

and during this time they must receive a support. Donations towards extending Church

work among the deaf-mutes of our country will be gratefully received by the undersigned.

Thomas Gallaudet,

Rector of St. Ann’s Church for Deaf-Mutes,

No. 9 W. 18th Street, New York.

ASSOCIATE MISSIONS.

When the General Convention meets the church trembles. We know that there is

a forging of canons in the ecclesiastical work-shop, and dread unexpected explosions.

We hold our breath. When all is over, and no harm is done, we sing our Te Deums
and congratulate one another. It is melancholy to realize how much of our satisfaction

at the close of a General Convention results from what it did not do.
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The Board of Missions shares somewhat in these negative peculiarities. How our

hearts beat, when some progressive Christians proposed that the Greek Mission should

expire with Dr. Hill. How glad we were at the eloquence of the Bishop of Western

New York. One only wondered that any eloquence should have been necessary.

When we come to consider, however, what the General Convention actually does at

any Session, the positive things for which we are thankful—it is blessed to se(5 that

these are chiefly works of missionary progress. We should naturally expect this to be

the case. The heart of any branch of the church which has even a name, throbs

with unceasing longings for the souls for which Christ died. Infinitely more than any

perplexing theories about justification, is the burning zeal for the advance ®f Christ’s

Kingdom, the mark of a standing or a falling Church. If our Church be the American

Catholic Church, it must be full of a love that will not be satisfied, for the throng of

men which pre^s towards the setting sun, for growing towns, and thriving villages and

scattered hamlets, for the crowds which hurry to the mines, for Her own children and

for those who do not know the Faith in all its blessed fullness.

How, let us ask, has our Western Missionary work generally been conducted?

The Bishop has a certain sum pledged him from the Domestic Committee. He adds

something to this from the collections for Diocesan Missions. If he be a man of per-

sonal influence in New York, or Boston, or Philadelphia, or Chicago, he begs more or

less besides. The sum all told is not very large, but he desires to spend it judiciously.

He looks around him—Dogville, Catville, Athens, Ephesus, Paris, and Tadmor in the

desert, are alike growing towns, and have equal claims. He places a clergyman in

each
;
he pledges a stipend which he conscientiously pays

;
he encourages the people to

pledge another, which they pay or not, as they please
;
he adds something out of his

own scanty means
;
he sighs and prays

;
he has done his best. We know the result.

Is it not recorded monthly in the Spirit of Missions ?

The Bishop finds he has to deal with two classes of missionaries, and for both, the

system adopted is injurious.

The earnest zealous young deacon, full of faith and love, is sent out into the new

place to work. There are few church-people, and these few ill-instructed
;
he is inex-

perienced and needs guidance himself
;
his Bishop he can see but seldom

;
exchanges

are rare and difficult
;
he is weary and distressed and discouraged

;
perhaps his health

fails, and that ends the matter
;
perhaps God calls him to himself

;
or perhaps he

resembles blessed John Rodgers of connubial and fiery memory, rather in his vigorous

protest against the celibacy of the clergy than in the zeal of his matyrdom. Many
cares increase upon him

;
he loses heart and faith and becomes more or less secularized;

or, perhaps in spite of all, by a miracle of mercy he succeeds, and builds up a parish.

If he does, it is in spite of a miserable system, and with an amount of care, and labor

and sorrow, which need never have been his under other circumstances. But not all

missionaries in a new territory are of this deeply earnest sort. When the Bishop of

Dorchester was informed that the Rev. Mr. Apostle, who had tried as many parishes in

the goodly diocese of Dorchester as would try him, had decided to go as a missionary

to the Rocky Mountains, did he feel as sorry as he ought to have done for the loss of so

eminent a presbyter? Did he not with becoming resignation commend him to the

Domestic Board? Did not the Church papers chronicle his departure in glowing para-

graphs, and bid the Rocky Mountains rejoice?

What those distant peaks and cliffs feel after five years experience of the labors of

Mr. Apostle, we do not know, for the Bishop of the Rocky Mountains is a discreet and

quiet man, and does not expect the immediate conversion of those benighted regions.
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Nor are such cases as that of the excellent Mr. Apostle, mere isolated instances,

care exceptions. Except there be close episcopal supervision and fatherly care, rendered

possible by a small jurisdiction
;
and the opportunity of definite, positive and really

productive labors on the part of the missionary, the first wave of the clergy which

flows into the new country, must resemble, somewhat in kind, the fresh wave of the

population, and everybody knows what that is.

At last, however, an idea as old as Christianity has dawned upon us, and we come

to our remedy for some of the evils—u Associate Missions.” We do not mean to say

that Associate Missions can meet all the difficulties of our missionary work. Nothing

can really remedy the evils except smaller jurisdictions, and another theory entirely of

Episcopal work. Even Associate Missions, valuable as we think them, will only be an

improvement on our present system, just as Presbyterianism is an improvement on

Congregationalism. Their usefulness will entirely depend upon the .amount of en-

couragement, care and supervision they receive from some earnest, right-minded and

laborious Bishop. With one exception the idea of an Associate Mission is well stated

in an occasional paper just issued by the newly consecrated Bishop of Nebraska. He
says

:

11 It is a Christian home and church centre, where three or four young clergymen,

under the supervision of the Bishop, live and study, going out on Sunday, each to his

missionary station, ten, fifteen or twenty miles distant, returning early in the week.

In this way a whole section of country may be dotted with preaching places, that will,

in time, grow into settled parishes. The missionaries will thus have congenial com-

panionship and opportunities for constant exchanges, and their spirits will not be

broken by loneliness and unshared labor. The Bishop expects, himself, to take his

turn with these prayer-book and gospel circuit riders.”

We would only add one thing to the Bishop’ 3 plan, which may be included in his

idea. There must be a common work over and above their missionary duties for these

associated clergy. At the present time in the West, this work might be with great

advantage educational. An Academy into which they could gather the children of the

town and of the surrounding country, for plain, straightforward teaching, leavened by

the Church, the Prayer-Book and the Bible, would have a three-fold advantage.

First, It would greatly help in the support of the Mission.

Second, It would give a daily work which would prevent the danger of the degene-

ration of the Mission into a lazy smoking club.

Third, It would involve a life of common prayer, of common work, and of neces-

sary obedience to the senior clergyman.

If educational work did^iot seem desirable, although in the present state of the

West it is the pressing and urgent need, and the easiest and most effectual work which

can be done. Actual manual labor would be better than nothing.

But it is not our purpose to do more than present an outline of what an Associate

Mission might be.

Since the time when our blessed Lord sent out the seventy, u
tico and two before his

face into every city and place, whither He Himself would comef whenever the Church

has really wished to bring Christ into any eity or place, she has found Christ’s plan

the most effectual. Let ns try it.
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EDITORIAL.

THE SOUTHERN CLERGY RELIEF FUND.

The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee, at the meeting held on the 5th inst.
r

reported that this fund then amounted to nearly ten thousand dollars. The statement

was received with expressions of gratification and wishes that the amount were very

much larger
;
and it was ordered that nine thousand dollars be immediately distributed

according to the best information as to the number of the Southern clergy then at

hand. This order was executed with as little delay as possible. We sincerely thank

the clergy and parishes of the North for this evidence of fraternal regard for our

brethren of the South, while we feel assured that they will regard it in the same light,,

and that it will serve, among other and frequent expressions of a like character, to*

unite them to us, and us to them, in firmer bonds than any we have known in the-

past. One again in our ecclesiastical relations, may we be one in the majesty and

might of that charity which is greater than faith or hope, and “ never faileth.”

MEMORIAL MISSIONARY OFFERINGS.

“At Plattsmouth, the foundations of a handsome stone church are laid. The
whole edifice is to be erected by the generosity of one devout churchwoman of New
York, as a memorial of her departed husband.”—Bishop Clarkson's letter in the February

number of the Spirit of Missions.

God bless the “ devout churchwoman of New York 1” God will bless her, for it is-

written, “Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, it is more blessed to

give than to receive and again, “ the liberal soul shall be made fat.”

“A handsome stone church,” on missionary ground, in the distant Territory of

Nebraska, “ erected by the generosity of one devout churchwoman, as a memorial of

her departed husband.”

This is very beautiful and suggestive, and surely we msw add, this is-very Christian,,

and for this reason, all the more beautiful and suggestive. A Christian woman, when

the anguish of a severe and almost crushing bereavement has so far abated that the

mind can calmly survey the past c?nd contemplate the future, under the influence of

tender and blessed memories, with more than a tinge of sadness yet upon them, rises

to the conception and execution of a noble work of faith and. love. She supplies the-

means to build a Church, “a handsome stone Church,” on missionary ground, in a.

distant region, where those who need a Church are not able, or if able, are not willing

to build one for themselves. “ The foundations are laid,” and within a few months the

structure in fair proportions will be completed, and the solemnities- of consecration will

be had. Thus a new centre of holy ministrations and influences will be established ini
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a broad realm, which is yet to be, and at no very distant day, a great and powerful state.

The eyes of that Christian woman may never be gladdened by the sight of that

fair structure, but when her eyes, through the mercy and grace of Christ our Saviour,,

shall look upon u the City that hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine

in it, the glory of God and the Lamb being the light thereof,” then, very likely, it will

stand to witness by its presence and form, as well as by its holy uses, against vice and

error, for truth and for God
;
and as a witness also of one of the methods, and that not

the least effective among the many, by which individual souls become strong to put

away all low views of life and wealth, and u meet to be partakers of the inheritance of

the saints in light.”

This idea of memorial missionary offerings taking the forms of Church edifices, or of

stipends of the missionaries themselves, or of larger or smaller amounts of money to be

added to stipends which are all too low for the needs of our hard workers in the

Domestic field, or to be added to the general fund dispensed by the Committee, is cer-

tainly very beautiful and suggestive, and one that we hope will be adopted by many,

as many there are, who, though they have 11 much goods laid up for many years,” have

not been exempted from the sorrows and bereavements of life.

These sorrows and bereavements come upon the young as well as upon those of

riper years, and sometimes in both cases suggest and influence the same line of action.

Not long since the Treasurer of the Domestic Committee received the following brief'

letter, evidently written by a child from seven to ten years of age. We do not know

how it will affect others, but we confess that we yielded to the weakness of tears—if’

tears are evidence of weakness—when we read it

:

11 December 25th, ’65

11 Dear Sir—Enclosed, please find ten dollars, a Christmas offering in memory of

papa, from his children.”

Dear children ! may God bless them, and have them constantly in His holy keeping l

SYMPATHY AND HELP FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE WORLD.

In the early part of last summer the Domestic Committee signified to our-

churches at the North, that they were ready and would be thankful to receive-

contributions, in any amounts, for our weakened, and, in many cases, almost utterly

desolated churches throughout the South. From that date funds designated for this

charitable and pious work, have been almost constantly flowing into our treasury..

The streams have not been as numerous nor as large as Ave could have wished, but

they have helped to carry refreshment to many a vineyard, whose hedges had been

broken down, and Avhose once fair inclosures were, to anything but faith in God and

His Church, well nigh past all hope of resuscitation.

We have many times, for one reason or another, wished to be rich
;
but never more*
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earnestly nor for a better reason then when the great war was ended, and we had

peace in all our borders. Had we been rich then, we should not have remained so

long
;
and were we rich now, we are of the opinion that goodly portions of our

treasures would speedily 1

1

make themselves wings and flyaway as an eagle,” in a

southerly direction. But we are not rich
•, and the prospects that we ever shall be,

do not improve as we advance in life. Be it so. We do not complain. God knows

us better than we know ourselves, and we remember how it is written :
—“ They that '

will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful

lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.” This is the general rule, which,

perhaps, was never more prodigally or fearfully fruitful of exemplification in this land

than in the present time. Riches without divine grace, and divine grace in large

measure, ruling all the views, impulses, and energies of life, are full of danger

;

otherwise the blessed Saviour had not said, “ How hardly shall they that have riches

enter into the kingdom of God.”

But we are wandering somewhat from what we intended to say, which was, that

many of the contributions for the South have come to us accompanied by fraternal

and Christian words, and some of them with a significance arising out of peculiar

circumstances and relations, which even the most fraternal and Christian word alone

would have been impotent to express. We give a sample :

—

“ October 21st, 1865.

“ Enclosed, please find a bill on London, for about £21, in answer to the appeal

of the Domestic Committee, for the South. Now seems the time for our Church to put

forth renewed efforts, to build herself up throughout the length and breadth of the

land, and to establish herself firmly in the hearts and affections of the people.”

Such are the fraternal and Christian words that came to us with one contribution

of about one hundred and fifty dollars. And now for the added significance arising

out of peculiar circumstances and relations. The letter from which we quote was

written in JAPAN, and the “bill on London,” received here January 14th, 1866, was

dated “ Shanghai, 8th November, 1865.” Certainly we cannot be out of the way in

regarding this as true and prompt “ sympathy and help from the other side of the

world.”

“ Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His praise from the end of the earth, the

isles and the inhabitants thereof.”

OUR MISSIONARY PAPER.

“ We believe that every individual to whom our paper is now sent could, by giving

ten minutes and about as many earnest words, send us the name of a fresh subscriber,

and a fresh dollar and a half along with it.”

—

Editorial
,
January

,
1866.

One good brother, who has a small missionary parish
,
writes:—“Last evening,

at my weekly lecture, in speaking of the death of our beloved Hoffman, I took

occasion to speak of the importance of the Spirit of Missions to the maintainence

of any earnest and intelligent interest in the missionary work of the Church. After
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the service, six members of the little congregation came forward to subscribe for it,

proving at least, in one instance, the correctness of the judgment expressed in your

editorial in the January number, that ten minutes
,
and about as many earnest words

r

would procure the name of a fresh subscriber. Less than ten minutes, and scarcely

more than this number of earnest words
,
have thus procured six fresh subscribes T

each of whom, I doubt not, before another year, will procure one subscriber more.”

Another writes :

—

11 Two earnest words and two minutes time have added two new

subscribers to your list.” This is encouraging. We are thankful for it
;
and, for our

encouragement or for other effect, we should like to know how many have given ten

minutes, and about as many earnest words, to this work, and have failed to have it

in their power 11
to send us,” each, 11 a fresh subscriber, and a fresh dollar and a half

along with it.” We have not yet received the first name to put on this list.

LETTERS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES.

Some of our readers complain that these letters, published from time to time in

the Spirit of Missions, are not as interesting as they should be. Possibly there may

be some ground for complaint in this matter. Hard-working and self-denying

missionaries may not always have at hand materials for interesting letters, and,

having them, may not always have the time, nor be in a frame of mind to work them

up artistically. Then again, as we rarely ever published these letters entire, we may

be at fault, under the not very slight pressure of other work, in not selecting their most

interesting portions to present to our readers. We are .willing that a fair share of the

blame, if there be just ground for any at all, shall bo charged to our account. But

somebody has said, 11 One story is good until another is told,” or something like this.

Now let us consider a few words on the other side of the question. One who has

spent some ten or twelve of the best years of his life in western missionary work, and

is now at a distant out-post, though not strictly serving as a missionary, yet doing not

a little in this line, writes us thus :

—

11 1 am delighted with the missionary spirit which

is now animating the Church, and with the warm and earnest tones of your editorials.

I have read the Spirit of Missions for thirty years. When a boy I used to devour

the letters of the Western missionaries, and I remember the spirit and contents of

some of them even to-day. Then it was that I resolved to be a missionary. But

little did I dream of the trials and disappointments of the work. And yet it is noble

work
;
and if my houseful of little daughters was provided for, I would enter upon

it again, and without delay. As I have no parish to call upon for a collection for

missions, I enclose the amount of subscription price, and utter the prayer that the

God of missions will bless your work and water your own soul.”

With such testimony as this to the influence of letters from our missionaries, we

can afford to be quite patient under complaints, from those who know little or nothing

of the actualities of missionary life, that they are not as interesting as they should be.
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE.
OREGON.

Oregon City.—Key. J. W. Sellwood,

Nov. 30;th
f 1865, writes asfollows :

—

Since I made my last report, I have
been able, by the blessing of God, to fill

all my regular appointments for services

both at this place and at Butteville. When
I then wrote, we had just removed to

this place. Our reception has been the

most cordial. Not more than two or
three weeks after we commenced house-
keeping the ladies of the parish got up a
supper for our benefit, at which they
realized quite a handsome sum. It came
very opportunely indeed, and many thanks
are due them for their kind consideration

of our comfort. Though few, and of small
means, yet they are willing to do all within
their power to sustain the ministrations of
the Sanctuary. We are now getting up a
concert in connexion with a supper for

the benefit of the Church, which is to be
given just before Christmas.
The attendance upon the services has

continued about the same as when I began.
At Butteville I have had services on the

second Sunday of each month. This town,
1
like most of the small towns of Oregon, is

composed of such a confused mass of be-

liefs and unbeliefs, that it will not be until

.after a long period of diligent and prayer-
ful labor that this chaos can be reduced
into order, symmetry and beauty. It is in-

•deed a moral wilderness. All the denomi-
nations have deserted it as a place smitten
with the curse of God. Thefield is thus

left wholly to us. It is therefore important
that we keep our hold of it and see if some-
thing by the blessing of God, cannot be
done for this part of His vineyard.

LOUISIANA.
Kev. A. B. Kussell, Shreveport

,
Jan.

1866, writes as follows :

—

This Parish was in a state of formation
before the war., and I was charged by our
late reverend Bishop with the mission of
placing this parish, by the blessing of God
on my labors, in a permanent and self-sup-

porting condition. I began my labors in

the parish in 1859
;
there was a Church

Organization and about twelve communi-
cants. The year previous to the war, the
number reached over one hundred, inclu-

ding the Church people in the vicinity.

In 1860 we had the Church building erec-

ted, covered in, ceiled, with floor, and cloth

windows, in expectation of better times to

enable us to procure stained glass, the pat-

terns and designs of which I had obtained
of Mr. Sharp. The Church was builbafter

the plan of P. C. Withers, early English,

substantial brick walls with heavy buttress-

es—25 by 98 I believe, with porch
;
tran-

septs 15 feet square, Organ Chamber and
Vestry room, underground room for fur-

nace, at a cost, including the lots, say

$10 ,
000 .

The congregation was almost broken up
by the state of feeling and changes inci-

dent to the surrender, but is gradually and
slowly recovering. Our attendance now
is much better, and what is of more im-
portance a much better feeling exists. I

believe if we pass quietly over Christmas,

and the military be withdrawn, we may
reasonably expect, the people, having re-

covered also in a degree from their pecu-
niary embarrasment, will be drawn more
and more to the Church.

Until January I have found it impossi-

ble to get a house in town. But with my
family in town, with Mrs. K’s. assistance

in organizing a choir and conducting the

music, and by visiting the people, I have
the hope with the blessing of God, of see-

ing a marked change for the better. I am
determined at any rate, to use my utmost
exertion to this effect for the next three

months
;

if I should not be able, at the

end of that time to see the results favor-

able to my continuance, and if I cannot
“make ends meet,” I shall take it is an
undoubted intimation of Divine Providence

to make a change. And I most earnestly

beg of the Society the continuance of my
stipend

,
at leastfor this time. Mrs. Kus-

sell will teach music, and I shall be obliged

to take a select boy’s school to enable us to

pay our expenses, which are enhanced five-

fold to what they formerly were.

I have just seen a Church paper for the

first time since 1861, and it gladdens my
heart that the unity of the Church is res-

tored. It is a matter for the most grate-

ful acknowledgment to Almighty God.
Bishop Lay visited this parish at the

time of the fall of Vicksburg and con-

firmed twenty-two persons. The letter of

Bishops Lay and Atkinson is most gratify-

ing, and its effect will be very great in

gladdening the hearts of our Church peo-

ple. May God bless the efforts of His peo-

ple for the relief of the Clergy of the South.
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Their tale of sorrow and sadness never can
foe told, and since the surrender, their

trials have increased rather than dimin-
ished. What heart indeed must not be
moved at the desolation, demoralization
and wickedness everywhere around. 0

;

how prayerful and earnest should every
Christian be in the work of restoration and
advancement, and yet what an apathy is

everywhere apparent! May God in his

gracious goodness awaken us all to a full

sense of our responsibilities and duties,

and give us grace to throw ourselves into

the gap and stay the progress of evil, and
lift again upon the people the light of edu-
cation and religion.

IOWA.
Mount Pleasant.—Rev. C. B. Stout,

December' 21th, 1865.

The quarter just about closing, reminds
me that a report is required by the rules

of the Committee.
I wish I could say we were worshiping

in our, to be “beautiful Church”—beau-
tiful it will be, for its chaste simplicity,

plain and yet Church-like appearance
;

but the work did not progress as rapidly

as desired during my absence at the Gene-
ral Convention, and we cannot occupy it

for some months to come. The weather
became too cold to plaster, before the work-
men were ready, and our windows are not
yet here though we have been promised
them from week to week, for the past six.

They are making in Chicago, and I think
will be sent us soon. The money is de-

posited for the cost whenever they are
ready.

During my stay in Philadelphia, our
good friends there gave me cheerfully

$850 in about two weeks after the General
Convention closed its work, which with
$250 raised in Ohio, before going to Phil-

adelphia, and nearly the same amount in

Chicago for thewindows on my return, gives

us most important help. We shall I hope
be able to complete the Church in the

Spring with some further assistance, for

which encouragement lias been given.

The delay I do not much regret, as our
lumber was not well seasoned on the start

and the building will be the better for the

delay. It is a plank Church now fully

enclosed, 60 by 30 feet nave, with 12 feet

recess chancel. It is justly admired as it

is the first building of the kind ever erected

“in these parts.” Let me say to others

in like circumstances, we have it already
Insured. Churches are sometimes burned
before they are finished. We hope ours
will not be, but should such a misfortune
befal us, we have like prudent men provi-

ded against loss.

Our services for the present are held in

an upper Hall, third story. The congre-
gations are good, and there are encour-
aging tokens of future prosperity, notwith-
standing I have to record the loss of my
senior warden and family by removal,
lie lias been identified with the parish from
its first organization, and his removal wo
deeply regret. Belonging to one of the
oldest Church families in Ohio, he was a
young man when Bishop Chase commenced
his work at Worthington. Five of the

brothers have filled the office of Church
Warden for many years, as their father

did before them, and wherever they have
lived the Church has had no truer or better

friends. One of the brothers of this family
has been Rector of one parish in Ohio for

about thirty years, and for many years a
Deputy to the General Convention.
Our Christmas services were very inter-

esting, with one addition to our ommunic-
cants not yet confirmed but very desi-

rous when the opportunity comes around.
She is a person of mature age and head of
a family.

We shall experience another loss of a
Vestryman and family in the Spring and
one of our largest contributors. He has
sold out and his removal to Burlington is,

I suppose, a fixed fact, as he has already
engaged in business in that City. These
are matters we cannot provide against, but
they nevertheless do sadly interfere with
parish growth in the West.
The children enjoyed their gifts and the

Christmas Tree delightfully. What a
change has come over our good neigh-
bors! This year the Congregationalists,
Baptists and Universalists all had Christ-

mas Trees and Festivals ! Our staid friends

the Old School Presbyterians did not
,
but

I have no doubt wanted to, and our Metho-
dists brethren, would doubtless have gone
into this arrangement, but it might have
been a little too Church-like.
Well all these are indications in the

right direction, and when all come to ob-
serve the “Great Festival” ofthe Christian
Church, it may be, their prejudices will

give way, and an increase of Unity in the
faith and worship, will tend to an increase
of that charity which is the bond of peace
and all virtues.
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WISCONSIN.

Superior City.—Rev. R. G. Quennel,

January 8th, 1866.

Since the 21st October, 1865, at which
date I reached this place, I have been ena-

bled, by God’s blessing, to exercise the du-
ties of my office without interruption.

It affords me much pleasure to be able

to report that a most healthy condition of
things exists in this outpost of the Church.
Notwithstanding the disadvantages under
which the parish has labored, having
been altogether deprived of clerical ser-

vices for five years of the ten which have
passed since it was first organized, it has
never ceased to struggle, and to day exhi-

bits a most promising appearance, being
stronger than any one of the denomina-
tions—nay, well nigh as strong as all of

them banded together (which is the only
way they are able to eke out an existence,

)

an unusual thing in this Western Country,
and which should, I think, obtain for Su-
perior the special consideration and sup-

port of the Church at large. Situated at

the head of Lake Superior in the north-

western corner of Wisconsin, at a distance

of one hundred and sixty miles from the
next parish, it would seem to have been
overlooked, or at least regarded as a place

of trifling importance, when in point of
fact its natural advantages of position and
its future prospects make it a station wor-
thy of considerable attention, indeed, I

think, I risk nothing in saying that within
a few years at furthest it will be the great
freight depot of the North-west, which
renders it eminently fitting that, in this,

the day of small things, the Church here
should be upheld and strengthened, that

she may maintain her ground and thus be
in a position when the time comes, as come
it will, and that speedily, to carry on the

great work of salvation in her proper place,

and thus promote the glory of God and the

eternal welfare of his creatures.

The discovery of gold in the immediate
neighborhood, and in large quantity, will

also do its part towards increasing the
population of Superior. Already we hear
of many on the way, and of former resi-

dents, Church people, about to return.

What are we to do with them ? The Church
building is now too small for comfort, and
the enlargement of our borders becomes a
matter for serious consideration. The want
of means alone deters us from making an
immediate commencement. Zealous for

the welfare and growth of the Church, ar-

dent in their love for her my people are,

and I feel sure that all they can do, will

be done, but they cannot perform impossi-
bilities

;
wealth they have not, and there-

fore turning our eyes eastward, our cry is

the same as that raised in old times, “come
over and help us,” and I pray God that He-
will stir up the hearts of His faithful peo-
ple, and cause them out of their abundance
to administer to our necessity and thns
enable us to carry forward the great work
which the Divine Head of the Church is

giving us to do.

You will please devote the Thanksgiving
collection, $30 from this parish, to the re-

lief of the Southern Clergy, and give the
parish credit for sixteen dollars collected

for the Domestic Missions of the Church.
I cannot conclude this report without

bearing cheerful testimony to the liberality

of the people of this parish
;
notwithstand-

ing the smallness of their means, their

offerings are always large. They seem to

appreciate fully the undoubted fact that a
parish to be successful must be a giving
one, and to have unshaken faith in the

blessed promise that “the liberal soul shall

be made fat, and he that watereth shall be
watered also himself.” Their steady at-

tendance on the services of the Sanctuary,
and the serious attention and devotion

which pervade the entire congregation, de-

serve commendation. I must not forget

to mention as well, their generous kind-

ness towards me personally, for which I

pray that the Lord will reward them.
I have held forty-five services in these

seventy days, and 1808 persons have at-

tended in all.

Stevens’ Point.—The Rev. Mr. Charles,

under date of December 27, 1865, writes :

This being my final report to you from
this missionary station, the missionary

stipend being about to cease, and with it

the fostering care and tender watchfulness

of your Society to be withdrawn, permit
me to express, through you, to the Domes-
tic Board the sincere gratitude of our
people for their long and kind support to

this weak and growing parish. Since the

organization of the Church at this place,

her prospects were never brighter and
more promising than they are at the pres-

ent time.

Her influence is quietly being widened,
and is steadily increasing, and by her

teaching she is largely leavening the hearts

and purposes of this town and community.
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Heretofore the Church at this point was
so feeble in her resources that it was im-

possible for her to make sufficient pro-

vision for a minister to take up his abode
in her midst

;
but now the interest of the

people is so much more concentrated and
better established in the Church, that they

even talk of increasing the clergyman’s

salary next year, though the stipend be

taken away from them. Such is the in-

terest and active zeal of our people at the

present. We have been unremitting in

our labors to set the plain truths of the

Gospel before the minds Of this people, and
to unfold as best we could the rich beauty

of our Church’s liturgy to their under-

standings, knowing none else in our weary
labors “ save Christ and Him crucified.”

Our Christmas festival has proved to be
a very happy and a very interesting sea-

son to the Church and people of this com-
munity, and will we trust, in the good
providence of God, prove the means of

turning the thoughts and the hearts of

many in this place towards our Church
and communion.
Our Christmas Tree was tastefully gotten

up, and handsomely decorated with many
beautiful Christmas presents for our child-

ren, all of whom seemed to be in perfect

ecstacy over their Christmas gifts, a large

share of which were prepared by the ladies

of the parish for the occasion.

Nor was the pastor forgotten by his

“many friends,” who very kindly remem-
bered him in presenting him a purse of

about fifty dollars, with many kind wishes
and expressions of regard.

Such evidences of God’s favor and love

towards us increase our zeal and quicken
our interest, notwithstanding the much
prejudice and opposition with which we
have to do, and which encompass us on
every side.

It is now a year and a-half since I en-

tered upon my labors in this missionary
field. During that time I have baptized
fifty-four persons, presented to the Bishop
for confirmation a class of ten, married
three couples, and officiated at six funerals.

The services of the Church have been kept
up all this time without a single intermis-
sion, and it is the common expression of
all people that our services were never
so faithfully attended and entered into

with so much spirit and interest. We are
now beginning to feel that our Church
may plume herself in a measure upon her
own resources

;
and if her children love

her walls enough, and have a desire to see
her grow and prosper, she will, we are

2

confident, exert an influence over this city

and community that will prove to men
that the Lor#, is verily with us and on our
side. I am happy to state that our Sun-
day-school is the admiration of the place.

Parents tell me repeatedly that the severest

punishment which they can inflict upon
their children is to keep them away from
our Sunday-school a Sunday or two. I

would say that the interest in the school

is great, and the children are under good
discipline, and are well informed in Church
matters.

P. S.—I believe I have on a previous
occasion sent you the number of communi-
cants, which is forty-five.

INDIANA.

Lima.—Rev. H. M. Thompson, January

1st
,
1866.

During the year just passed, I have
through the Divine blessing been enabled
to attend to my duties. Throughout the

year, the Church has been open and ser-

vices held twice each Lord’s day, with
Sunday-school

;
and also on the other Holy

days of the Church there has been Divine
service, and all of them have been attended
always by a goodly number, and at times

by as many, and sometimes by more than
could find either seats, or room to stand.

Yet while such is the case, in point of those

who meet and worship with us, still the

growth is slow and but little can be re-

ported of increase. But now that peace
is restored again and taken up her abode
in the land, and our young men have re-

turned home, I trust that a brighter day
for the Church in this place, may soon
dawn upon us.

I trust you will pardon me for express-

ing the hope that if in any means possible,

this station may receive your fostering

care for another year, by which time, I

think St. Mark’s Parish will become self-

supporting.

MINNESOTA.
Rochester.—Rev. Charles Woodward,
January 1st, 1866.

During the past year, a considerable

amount has been raised within the parish

for parochial objects, and mainly expended
in completing the inside work of the chapel
and in furnishing it.

The small balance of debt upon the edi-
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fice lias likewise been extinguished, so that

this is now ready for consecration
,
which

is appointed to take place this month.
Funds collected by the ‘‘Ladies Parish Aid
Society,” are also in hands for breaking
and fencing the Church grounds entire.

.Regular morning and evening Sunday ser-

vices have been kept up, with uniformly
good average attendance. The Sunday
School continues prosperous, and its libra-

ry which is being enlarged somewhat from
year to year, and furnished with books
suitable not only for children, but also for

adults—yet children in their knowledge of

Church history and principles—is silently

doing much good. The parish has recent-

ly lost by death and removal, several of

its most useful members, yet on the whole
is steadily, though slowly gaining in num-
bers and strength.

The Rev. T. Wilcoxson.—Hastings, &c.
y

January 10th, 1866.

My cure has been somewhat reduced
during the past year by the transfer of

Cannon Falls to the charge of a neighbor-

ing clergyman. This has been one of my
most pleasant and agreeable stations, and
I part with it with many regrets. Al-
though the number of communicants is

only six, yet the influence of the Church
is really stronger than that of any other

religious system.
There have been no confirmations at

any of the stations that I visited during
the past year. Some would have been
confirmed in December, had not a severe

storm made it almost impossible to gather
a congregation.

The church building at Basswood Grove
still remains unfinished. I have told the

people there, both publicly and privately,

that the crop of 1865, which was very
abundant, ought to finish their church.’

Their plea all along has- been, “The bur-

dens of the war.” And I have told them
that the burdens of the war were a chas-

tisement for having robbed God in years
that are past. We are now about making a
contract to have the window frames made
and put in. The sash, filled with stained

and enamelled glass, are already purchased
and paid for.

During the Christmas holidays I have
received several donations, most of them
larger than has been usual on such occa-

sions. First, and most liberal among these,

was that ofCannon Falls, a station ofwhich
I was relieved four or five months ago.

St. Cloud.—The Rev. G. L. Chase, under

date of December 19, 1865, writes :

—

I entered upon my duties at St. Cloud,
as successor to the Rev. Mr. Stewart,
about the middle of September. Since
that day, I have performed one burial and
have administered the rite of baptism to

five persons. Besides regular Sunday
services at this place, I have held occa-
sional services at Sauk Rapids, Sauk Cen-
tre, and Alexandria, distant three, sixty,

and ninety-five miles, respectively.

I find St. Cloud no exception among
our frontier towns, but rather strongly
typical of their well-known peculiarities.

The transient nature of much of our pop-
ulation, restlessly seeking health, wealth,
or “ some new thing”—the tide of immi-
gration, stayed for a little by each place
of importance or promise, but soon drift-

ing still further westward—the confluence
of numberless creeds and shades of opin-
ion—the temptations to a disregard of re-

ligious duties, in the absence of former
associations or restraint—these and other
shifting conditions forcibly illustrate in
these young, growing towns of the North
West what is so true in a more general
way of all earthly life, that “ here have we
no continuing city.” To plant a founda-
tion of rock amid these social quicksands
is a work that Christ’s Church alone, with
its settled order, its ancient landmarks,
and “ faith once delivered to the saints,”

can accomplish. God speed that work,
for sore is the need. Definite, consistant

teachings, steadfast ways and usages, and,
above all, the promised presence of the
Chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls, will,

in God’s good time, gather together the
scattered ones, consolidate parishes, and
“establish, strengthen, settle” the faith-

ful on this far frontier.

Meantime, “encouraging first-fruits,”

shadows of good things to come, are by no
means wanting. The strength and energy
of the pioneer character are beginning to

be felt in the Church, which is gaining a
sure footing on all sides. The only limit is

in the supply of ministers, teachers, and
means, of all which, for Church-building,

parish schools, and all the departments of
Church enterprise, there is a great and
growing want.
My brief acquaintance with this town

and parish has led me to the most hopeful

anticipations. I shall doubtless have
occasion to enter more fully into local

particulars after a longer experience here.
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I The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee acknowledges the receipt of the following sums, from January 11

(to February 10, inclusive :

—

Maine.
Brunswick—St. Paul’s, for£o. clergy,-. $5 00

Eastport—Christ Church, 5 00 $10 CO

New Hampshire.
Hopkintcm—St. Andrew’s, 7 08

Manchester—Grace Ch., of which $10 50
from S. S. 35 00

Pittsfield—St. Stephen’s, ....*. 4 68

Portsmouth—St.John’s, 40 00 86 76

Vermont.
Guilford—Christ Church, 5 CO 5 00

Massachusetts.
Mew Bedford—Grace, 48 00

Northampton—St. John’s S. S., for Bp.
Whipple’s miss, among
the Indians, 20 75

Worcester—K. E. It. J., for Kansas, 1 00
“ All Saints, a member, for Bp.

Whipple’s Ch., Faribault, 5 00 11 75

Rhodo Island.

North Providence—St. Paul’s, 45 83
Pawtucket—Mrs. Sarah Angell, 1 00

« Trinity, 22 00
Providence—A Seamstress, for the Rev.

R. W. Trimble, Pine
Bluff, Ark., 5 00

“ Grace Church, Adv. Coll.,.. 155 30
“ Redeemer, 25 00
“ St. Stephen’s, 475 00
“ “ "for Bishop

Whipple, Minn., 300 00
M St. John’s, morning S. S.,

quarterly pledge for

Bishop Lee, Iowa, 125 00
South Portsmouth 10 00
Warren—St. Mark’s, 69 25 1233 38

Connecticut.
mBranford—E. F.

kBrookficld—C. H.
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Hamden—Grace Church,
New Haven—St. Thomas, for Yancton,

Peck,

rlV&rwalk
—“ Fides,” $10 gold—premium

Monroe—St. Peter's,

Salisbury—St. John’s, Mrs. Walter
Thelps, Sen., So. clergy,...

\Stonington—Calvary, for

Stratford—Christ,

Waterbury—zt. John’s,

New York—Calvary Chapel, 5 cent coll.,

Christ Church,
Grace, “ a lady member,”...
Holy Communion,...
Redeemer, ...*.

St. Clements,
St. John Evangelist,

“ Chapel,
St. Luke’s,

“ So. clergy,

St. Paul’s Chapel,
St. Thomas’,
Trinity Chapel

“ J. F. De Peys-
ter, additional,

Zion, additional,

A widow’s mite,
A. L. II.,

Peekskill—St. Paul’s, 5 cent collection,

for Minn
Pelham—Christ Church,
Poughkeepsie—Christ Church, add

“ Holy Comforter, add.,...

Redhook—Christ Church,
Smitlitown—St. James’,
Stockport—St. John the Evangelist,

Troy—St. Paul’s,

Warrensburgli—Holy Cross

Westchester—St. Peter’s, *“a member,”
for So. clergy

Western New York.
Aurora—St. Paul’s 1 43
Avon—Zion, for Southern clergy, 7 00
Batavia—St. James’, five-cent coll., 29 64
Black Rock—Qr&ce fl 00

Buffalo—St. Luke’s 3 50
“ Trinity, 2 00

Collections in Diocese during month of
January, through C. E. Upton, Esq.,

Treasurer 1353 41
Cato—Christ Church, 6 75
Geneva—St. Peter’s Chapel 1 00

“ “ A friend in W. N. Y,” 400 00

19 50
566 84
200 00
800 00
16 25

200 00
100 00
243 00
174 24
52 14
266 22
307 00
603 22

25 00
5 00
2 50
1 50

12 80
10 00
12 00
20 00
4 00
6 13

32 72
180 00
10 05

100 00 5529 50

5 00
3 50
13 10
24 81
25 00

Northville—Calvary,
Rome—Zion,
IVnr»py7?/—ftrapp

3 25
6 44
3 00 1823 42

New Jersey.
42 50 Jersey City—Grace,

“ M. H,”
10 00

8 21 2 15

13 85
Newark—From Parishes, through H.

Hayes, Treasurer, 14 62
5 00 Summit—Calvary 16 00
3 CO Woodbridge—Trinity, 3 05 45 82

10 00 Pennsylvania.
8 00 Birdsboro—St. Michael’s,

Carlisle—St. John’s S. S ,
additional,

3 12
78 75
30 35 one-fourth, 11 60

300 00 571 07

New York.

Douglassville—St. Gabriel’s, 10 52

Erie—St. Paul’s, 24 75

Marcus Hook—St .Martin’s,for Colorado, 10 00

Garmansvillc—Intercession, additional

Newburgh—St. Paul’s. So. clergy,.

. 4 54 Philadelphia -—Christ Church, of which

. 13 67 to new mission dioceses

i $5 each 203 02
. 50 50 St. James’, half, 125 33
. 20 25 St. Mark’s, 278 22
.1325 00 Oxford Ch., a member,
. 2 05 for So. Clergy, 10 00

,
50 00 a St. Stephen’s, 204 72

. 16 57 a Trinity Infant School,

. 15 00 Rev. P. S Ruth, Minn.,
. 13 09 $10; Rev.W.II.Hickox,
. 8 00 Kansas, $10; Rev. J.

, 15 00 Lloyd Breck’s Indian
. 25 72 mission, $10r 30 00
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f

Philadelphia—

C

ash, 0 50
“ Rev. A. Fullerton, for

So. clergy

,

5 00
Rochdale—Calvary S. S., 11 50 928 28

Pittsburg.
Pittsburg—St. Peter’s, 55 08 55 08

Delaware.
Newcastle—Bequest of Thos. N. Rogers,

deceased, through Rev.
Richard Whittingham, to

be invested in interest-

bearing stocks, and inter-

est applied semi-annually
to Domestic Mission, half,

$300, less Gov. tax, $15,... 285 00 285 00

Maryland.
Baltimore—St. Mark’s, special for Rev.

O. P. Tliackara, Pa., 25 00
“ St. Peter’s, 20 00

MissSallie E. Goldborough, 2 50
Havre de Grace Parish—Five-cent coll., 10 36
Mount Savage—St. George’s, 5 00
Petcrsville—Rev. J. Trapnell, Jr., 10 00

Tracy Landing—For Southern clergy,... 12 00 84 86

Florida.

Key West—St. Paul’s 59 51 59 51

Kentucky.
Franlcfort—Ascension, through E. M.

Duncan, 41 55
Georgetown. 16 30
Maysville—Nativity, 16 00 73 85

Ohio.

Cleveland—Trinity, Epiphany coll., 102 50

Raylon—Christ, of which for Nebraska
and Dakota $25, 40 00

Lyme—Trinity 5 00
Massillon—St Timothy’s, for So. clergy

,
15 26

Oberlin, 6 41
“ Christ Church, 3 00
“ “ A friend to Missions,” 2 00

Portsmouth—Christ Church, of which
from S. S. $36.78, and
Mrs. L. E. Watkins $4, 40 78

Walceman—J. A. Beecher, 5 00
Warren—Christ Church, 30 07

Springfield—Thank-offering of a lady,

to be sent where most
needed, 5 00

Urbana—Epiphany, 8 57 263 59

Indiana.
Cannelton—St. Luke’s, 10 00
Madison—Christ Church, 12 00
Richmond—St. Paul’s, Advent coll...... 35 30
Sandersville—Trinity, 9 60

Valparaiso, . 5 00 71 90

Illinois.

Chicago—Emmanuel Hall, 5 00
“ “A Friend to Missions,” 5 00

Karikalcee—St. Anne’s, 2 00
Springfield—St Paul’s, 63 75
Waukegan—Christ, for Bp. Clarkson,... 5 00
Wilmington—Redeemer, 5 00 85 85

Michigan.
Albion—St James’ 5 80
Alpena—Trinity, 2 05
Ann Harbor—St. Andrew’s, So. clergy, 5 00
Brooklyn—All Saints, 22 00
Cambridge—St. Michael’s, 6 00
Detroit—St. John’s, Advent collection,

of which S. S. for Nebraska,
$150, 404 87

Marquette, 9' 45
St. John's—St. John’s Church, 6 00
Trenton, 5 00
Three Rivers—Trinity, 12 00

Wisconsin.
Fox Lake, 5 00
Little Falls—Bellevue, Platte River,

and Crow Wing, 7 50
Milwaukie—St. Paul’s, of which $1 for

Southern clergy, 201 00
Mineral Point—Trinity 6 40
Menasha—St. Stephen’s,. 4 75
Peshtigo, 6 30
Superior City—Redeemer, Thanksgiv-

ing coll., So. clergy,... 30 00
“ Domestic Missions, 16 00

Minnesota.
Basswood Grove—St. Mary’s, 3 85
Lake City—St. Mark’s, 5 75
Minneapolis—W. T. Lee, 100 00
Owatunna—St. Paul’s, 3 50
Point Douglas—St. Paul’s, 2 60
St. Anthony—Holy Trinity, 7 50
Stockton—Trinity 2 50
St. Cloud—St. John’s, 5 90
Vermillion, 2 98
Wilton—Calvary, 1 50

Iowa.
Fairfield—St. Peter’s, 6 25
Iowa City—Trinity, 8 40
Iowa Centre—Gethsemane, 1 10
Nevada—Ascension, 3 00
Sheffield 0 90

Missouri.
Hannibal—Trinity 7 00
St. Louis—Christ Church, So. clergy, ... 33 45

“ “ 30 25
“ «• Chapel, 11 35
“ St. George’s, 100 €5
“ St. John’s, 40 00

Nodaway Co.—Littsville 4 00

Kansas.
Topeka—Grace, 7 00

“ “ 13 00

Nebraska.
Decatur—Incarnation, 4 25
Fremont and Fonticello, 5 00
Omaha—Brownell Hall, for Nebraska,. 2 05

“ “ “ 2 55
Plattsmoutli 7 40

Dakota.
Yanckton—Christ Church, 7 10

Washington.
Olympia—St. John’s, 10 00

Oregon.
Eugene City, 5 00

California.

Santa Cruz, 25 00

Miscellaneous.
Legacies—Estate of Miss C. M. Moore,

Phila., per John Welsh,
Esq, half, 22 50

Japan—“Japan,” for missionaries in

the South, £21 11s. 7d., 144 92

J. Schenck 10 00

136 C 0

19 6
i

\
\\

227 9(

20 0C

2125

7 10

10 00

5 00
'

25 00

177 42

Total, $12,691 44

Amount previously acknowledged, $28,993 42

Total since OCtober 1, 1865, $41,684 86

Note.—

T

he November and December Numbers of Spiiut op Missions should have credited St. Stephen’s, East Hadden, Conm*

with $26.20, for Domestic Missions.
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EDITORIAL.

THE LATE REV, C. COLDEN HOFFMAN
The Late Rev. C. Colden Hoffman may be called the Henry Martyn of our

American Church. If his intellectual abilities were not fully equal to those of Henry v

Martyn, yet his love for the Saviour was as intense, his consecration to his service was

as thorough, his delight in making known His truth was as great, and his character

altogether was as lovely, as that of him who is considered the most Christ-like mis-

sionary of modern times. In his compassion for the ignorant and those who are out

•of the way, in his sympathy with the suffering, in his meekness and lowliness of heart,

and in his constant going about doing good, our departed brother was eminently like

his Divine Master.

His missionary zeal was like unto that of St. Paul. He was ever thinking about

those who were dwelling in the regions beyond where Christ was not named, and he

was ever planning measures for their relief. His eight journeys afoot to Bohlen and

back within a year, involving the walking of more than a thousand miles, testify to his

.zeal in behalf of the benighted ones in that region of country. He thought not of

.danger and fatigue, nay he counted not his life dear unto himself, if only they could

hear of and receive the Saviour. Indeed, the immediate cause of his death was the

•extreme exhaustion produced by these fatiguing journeys, and arduous labors in the

interior. Bishop Payne in his letter to us says :
u You have been made fully acquainted

with our dear Bishop’s frequent journeys of late into the interior
;
his cheerful accounts

of these, and the apparent immunity from the usual effects of such hardships, had ,

almost led me to conclude that the opinions based upon all my experience and observa-

tion must be reviewed. That is, that no foreigner can long bear the fatigue, annoyances

and discomforts of continued travel in Tropical Africa. He may travel and labor much

around home, where he can command comforts and refreshments, but he cannot long

.endure without these. Alas, our dear brother rather confirms than disproves this view.
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His wife now tells me that he did suffer much, though how cheerfully ! At the time

he proposed his last journey he was so unwell that Mrs. Hoffman strongly remonstrated

against it, and, indeed, felt so uneasy that she had no heart to make preparations for

his departure. Urged on, however, by the zeal which was ever eating him up, he went

and accomplished all in his usual faithful and cheerful manner.” And when the sum-

mons came for him to depart, he met death, and welcomed the dissolution of soul and

body, with the same cheerfulnes and exalted trust which had ever characterized him in

life. Perceiving his wife watching him with intense anxiety as he grew worse, he said

to her, with a heavenly smile, “ Sinking, sinking, yes! sinking into eternal glory," when

she asked why he spoke thus, and if he felt weaker than he ever did before, he replied,.

“ Yes, let me go!" When she remarked, “What will I do if you leave me?” he looked

at her, and said, 11Does not the Lord Jesus bear up all the angels in heaven, and what are

youthat he cannot hold you?" “Our children too,” she said? “Yes, and your children

too ! they are the children of many prayers, and they will be cared for.”

This is the last conversation he had with Mrs. Hoffman. What subsequently trans- t

pired between him and Bishop Payne, is narrated in the noble and highly appreciative-

letter of the Bishop, which although already widely circulated, we here give as every

way worthy of permanent preservation in our columns. More extended remarks must

be deferred to the next number of the Spirit of Missions .

BISHOP PAYNE’S LETTEB

“ Died, at the Orphan Asylum, Cape Palmas, on Saturday, November 25th, about

a quarter to 8 o’clock, a. m., Bev. Cadwallader Colden Hoffman, in the forty-sixth

year of his life, and sixteenth of his connection with the Protestant Episcopal Mission

at Cape Palmas and parts adjacent.

“This event will sadden the hearts of thousands, and fall like a thunder-clap on the

Church, as it did on the Mission and community which he so much honored, and in

which he was so much beloved. But none like those associated with him in his labor

of love, could so highly appreciate him or feel so deeply his loss.

“ 1 Our beloved Barnabas,’ the wise, ready counsellor, the constant loving friend,,

the perfectly consecrated Christian minister, the zealous, ever-active, able, single-

minded missionary, the dear fellow-laborer in the Gospel, delighting, above all things,,

to ‘ sound it out,’ according to grace given him, to every creature
\
we as a mission

mourn a loss never before experienced.

“ During the past two years, our beloved brother has been so constantly occupied in

doing the work of an evangelist, in the heathen tribes around Cape Palmas and sixty

miles interior, and apparently with so little sacrifice of health and strength, that ft

seemed either that he had become wholly inured to the climate, or that a special

providence had suspended or modified the law of the climate in his behalf. But

indeed this was only in appearance. While laboring so cheerfully for love’s sake,

that to outward seeming it was only joyful, few felt more 1 the burden of the Lord ’

on his soul, or more keenly the physical suffering entailed by traversing tangled

forests, navigating rivers in miserable canoes, preaching in towns of small huts, under

a tropical sun, pent up by fences from the breeze, and surrounded by noisy men,,

women, and children. His wife indeed assured me, that sometimes, after returning;
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from these journeys, his feet were so blistered that he could scarcely put them to the

ground, and his body was so wearied that it was not until bathing and oiling for

several days that he was restored to comparative comfort.

mr. hoffman’s last illness.

u It was after his last journey that, when on his monthly visit to Cavalla, we

noticed, with anxiety, a worn, haggard appearance of his countenance. Still he was

cheerful
;
and, though far from well, continued to discharge his multifarious duties

until mail-day, the 17th of November. On that day, going to the post-office, he most

unexpectedly met our dear missionary sister, Miss Griswold, just arrived in the steamer.

He conducted her to the Asylum, and under joyful excitement, though having much

fever, dined and took tea with her and the family. It was to be the last time he

should join that loved circle.

“ Immediately after tea he retired and took a dose of medicine. This probably,

combined with the exceeding bilious state of his system, soon produced excessive

vomiting and purging, the latter attended with bleeding. The doctor succeeded in

arresting the vomiting within twenty-four hours, but the other effect continued, though

in a somewhat modified form, to the end. On Saturday his skin became very yellow.

This symptom soon yielded to treatment
;
but, as he afterwards told me, the feeling of

'perfect exhaustion felt from the first night of his attack was such as he had never before

experienced. And I think it was soon his conviction that he could not recover.
11 It was on Wednesday that I went to visit my dear brother, though little expecting

to find him so ill. He seemed relieved to find me by his side
;
but, being strongly

under the influence of opiates all through his sickness, it was not possible for him to

speak, or attend much to conversation. He joined, however, twice with interest in

prayer, and once requested me to read the 103d Psalm. And the few sentiments to

which he gave expression were so characteristic, that a reference to them will furnish

a good ideal of the leading features of his character and life.

LEADING FEATURES OF HIS CHARACTER AND LIFE.

“ 1. In death as in his life, where duty was concerned, our dear brother 11 conferred

not with flesh and blood.'
1

'
1 Soon after I got to his bed-side, where I made a slight

reference to my grief at the bare thought of severing the intercourse so long and happily

maintained between us, he said, 1 Let not human affection interfere with the duty of

the he doubtless meant, what God might now require at our hands. Thus
from the time when God first called him to the ministry of His Son he had ever acted.

Born to comfort, not to say affluence, in our largest City, with family and other

connections, which, in worldly view, presented the strongest attractions, he renounced

all to become and remain an humble, and for the most part despised, missionary to

Africa. In the mission, though having generally a comfortable house, he was ever

ready to leave that and to endure any hardship at the call of duty. He slept as

cheerfully on a mat spread upon the dirt floor of a smoky African hut, as in his own
chamber. On his last visit to Cavalla, though only four miles from home, he slept in

a native hut, because this was necessary to enable him to preach in all the six villages

sonnected with Grahway and Half Grahway.
“2. In death as in life, our dear brother was ever ready to do the will of God.

When I said to him, in praying to God for his recovery, I thought I could plead the

necessity of his presence for the Asylum, for the Hospital, and for the mission
generally, he replied, ‘ I know your judgment is good, but you must not make it
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supreme. God's will only is always wise. That will he done. 1
It was just in accord-

ance with this principle that when in 1848, left the only ordained missionary in the

field, I made an earnest appeal for more laborers, he, with Rev. J. Rambo, cheerfully

offered themselves for the work. And after his arrival here, he was ever prepared to

r
move where Providence seemed to lead. Happily and fully occupied at Cavalla, his

first African home, when it appeared necessary he at once removed to Rocktown
;
and •

/thence to the Orphan Asylum. And again, when it was thought that his ripe experi-

ence would best establish the Station at Bohlen, he was as ready to take his wife and
children to the barbarous interior as to remain in the colony. Finally, when the

summons came to remove from the earthly to the heavenly home, his language was
1 Amen, Amen ! Amen ! If it seems good to God that my work shall now cease, His
will he done 1

u
3. Our dear brother in death as in life, was strong in faith

,
animating others in

the work of the Lord. 1 Don’t grow weary,’ he said, ( remember who hath promised,

“Lo, I am with you always.” Let not the Church go back, but rather increase her

efforts more.’ And such was his habitual language, from the time he decided to

be a missionary. In Africa to his brother missionaries, Catechists, teachers and
Christians

;
in Convocation meetings, in his Churches, in the family circle, always the

same.

“4. In death as in life, our dear brother was 1 clothed with humility. 1 Though,

comparing himself with all the men that we have ever seen, he could in truth have

said, 1 1 have labored more abundantly than they all.’ lie was ever ready to add, ‘ Not
I but Christ who worketh in me.’ So among his last words wese these :

1 If I, the

feeblest lamb in the flock, the least of all saints, have done anything to the edification,

of my fellow men, to His name be all the praise and glory.’

11
5. Our dear brother in death as in life, was ever tenderly regardful of the comfort

and welfare of others. Indeed this was perhaps the most striking feature of his

character, making so appropriate to him 1 our beloved Barnabas,’ and endearing him

to all who knew him. It was this which made him the founder of St. Mark’s Hospital,

and the Blind Asylum, to move in loving sympathetic effort to relieve every object of

distress. It was this which led him in his last moments, like Him whose image he so

visibly bore, to commend to others care those most tenderly loved. 1 Bishop, I

commend to your care and that of the Church, my wife and my lambs.’
11

6. But it was chiefly as a devoted
,
beloved fellow-laborer in the Gospel of Jesus

Christ that the loss of our brother will be most keenly felt in the mission and in the

Church. It is not too much to say, that from my first knowledge of him, more than six-

teen years ago, his consecration to this work knew no reserve.

u ‘To testify the gospel of the grace of God:’ to make all men know its precious

mystery, was the great aim and effort of his life, subordinating all other interests,

engaging all his energies of mind, body and sonl.

“ No wonder that such a ministry should be 1 a sweet savor unto God,’ lovely in the

eyes of men, yielding precious fruits unto Christ, diffusing and leaving a fragrance

more delightful to the wise and the good than the spices of India and the frankincense

of Arabia.

TESTIMONY OF THE ESTIMATE IN WHICH HE WAS HELD.

“ No more striking testimony of the estimate in which this 1 good man 1 was held,

could be given than that presented on the day of his funeral. Methodists, Baptists,

with Episcopalians had spent most of Saturday night in draping St. Mark’s Church.
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i On this day, all other religious services were suspended, except those which were to

intake place here. Methodist and Baptist ministers with their congregations, and all the

]y
"benevolent societies of the county were present at the funeral service. Nearly the

ito|wh$e Colonist population with Christian catechists, teachers, and Christians from the

liis native stations, with heathen relatives to the number of five hundred, joined in his

and funeral procession. At the grave, after the appointed services were over, all lingered

erf. as if by common consent. A Grebo Methodist minister sang an English hymn, and

and Grebo teacher and Colonists in Grebo, ‘ Hanh bro te eh neo .’

jjjj

“ * There is a happy land,’ &c.
“ ‘ Servant of God well done,

Rest from thy loved employ,

% The battle fought, the victory won,

Enter thy Master’s joy.’

jj
“ ‘We bless Thy holy name, 0 Lord, for all Thy servants departed this life in Thy

I

faith and fear
;
beseeching Thee to give us grace so to follow their good examples, that

,

er
with them we may be partakers of Thy heavenly kingdom.’

I “May ‘the corn of wheat’ thus falling into the ground and dying, like its great

Qd
Prototype, bear much fruit

;
inspiring with life, and light, and hope, and salvation

^[surviving Ministers, Catechists, and Christians 1”

THE CLAIMS OF MEXICO.

The solution of the political difficulty in Mexico can hardly be long delayed
;
but

whether it is or not, there should be no delay on our part in aiding the work of

! religions reform in that country. Many of the Mexican priests and people, wholly

dissatisfied with the corrupt system to which they have been aceustomed, are anxiously

seeking for the truth. Some have found and embraced it; and among all classes,

whatever progress they have made in this direction, there is found the greatest

readiness to receive counsel and instruction from those who belong to a Church which

combines Evangelical truth with Apostolic order. In many parts of Mexico the Bible

and Prayer-Book may be freely circulated, and services held by clergymen of our

Church
;
and it is to be hoped that Christian liberty in this respect will in no event be

curtailed, but rather increased. To secure this there will be need of prudence and a

careful abstaining from all political entanglements, and a thorough devotion to the one

work of extending the pure Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. They will meet

with most decided opposition from the Jesuit priests and other bigoted supporters

of the Papacy, but the power of this class has been much broken, first by

Juarez and afterwards by Maximilian. In previous numbers of the Spirit

of Missions we have given no little testimony as to the reality of this work

of religious reform, and the opening there is for our Church in Mexico
;

or,

rather we should say, the opportunity there is afforded us of aiding in the work of

ireforming the Church there, upon the same principles upon which our own was

^reformed. We will now present evidence to the same effect from other sources.

THE AGENTS IN MEXICO OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

The American Bible Society and the American and Foreign Christian Union have
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each had an agent in Mexico for several years. The agent of the former is the Re

James Hickey, of the Baptist Church, who devotes himself almost entirely to t]

circulation of the Scriptures. Miss Rankin, the agent of the latter Society, lias h

charge of a seminary for Mexican girls at Matamoras, and has also circulated tl

Scriptures and other books in that town. Miss Rankin has returned home for a bri

period, in order to raise funds to enlarge her operations and to aid the refor

movement. Concerning her the Secretary of the Society writes to the America

Presbyterian as follows :

—

“ You have perhaps read the account about Miss Rankin. There are three men
that church, who, the moment they were converted, felt that they must work for the goo

of their countrymen. Being poor they were unable to give their time. Miss Ranki

has raised the money to sustain three of them, and word has been sent on for them t

commence their labors.
u Miss Rankin will succeed in her work of raising $15,000 for her seminary fo

young girls and for the chapel for the use of the little church at Monterey. We hav

already secured the printing of the first volume of the Question Book of the America]

Sunday-School Union in Spanish. We are now preparing fifty hymns in Spanish fo

the use,of Sabbath-schools, and also for churches. Also we shall soon have out sixteei

numbers of a Sabbath-school paper in Spanish.”

AN ARTICLE BY THE REV. DR. HOLDICH.
Icl •

The November number of the Bible Society Record contains the following article

by the Rev. Dr. Holdich, the Corresponding Secretary of the Bible Society :

—

u The present movement in Mexico seems to have begun with the priests rathei

than with the people, though both classes are concerned in it. Certain priests werti

much dissatisfied, not to say disgusted, with the vices of the clergy, and became

doubtful about some of the dogmas of the Church of Rome. They entered upon a ;

.

course of investigation, formed circles of inquiry which met together to study the

Scriptures and consult authorities in Biblical interpretation. Many such circles ol

inquiry were instituted. The Rev. Mr. Gomez was leader in this movement, and he

was seized and put in prison.
11 The number actually engaged in the reform movement it is not easy to estimate.

The number connected with each circle is not uniform nor continuous. But it is safe

to say that there are at least one hundred engaged in it, and not less than five hundred

who are interested in it, and desire to see it succeed. This is inferred from the facts a

that many letters of inquiry are received by the reforming priests from those who are

seeking information
;
and many secret calls are made on them, when traveling, by

persons of whom they had not previously heard. They come, like Nicodemus, by

night, to inquire into the truth, of which they have heard some vague report.

11 It should be known that this movement is entirely religious and not at all political.

On political questions the reforming party are not of one mind, some being in favor of

Maximilian, and some for a republic. They do not discuss that subject. What they

want is a purer faith, and clearer knowledge of the way of salvation, and of the truth

as it is in Christ. For this they study, and examine, and pray, seeking the aid of the

Divine Spirit, according to the promise of Christ to lead them into all truth. Having

thus but one object, they keep themselves from all political entanglements, and are :

willing to accept any form of government that may be most acceptable to the people

of Mexico.

L

81
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11 Being entirely a religious movement, it is interesting to know how far they have

dvanced in their views of the truth. They discard the leading errors of the Romish

hurch. Thus they abjure auricular priestly confession, the worship of images, the

doration of the Virgin and of saints, the celibacy of the clergy, and transubstantiation.

1 11 They use both elements in the Lord’s Supper, and advocate giving the Scriptures

b the people. In a word, they reject the Pope of Rome and all his authority. Yet

|iey have not definitely settled upon any form of ecclesiastical organization. On this

abject they are making further inquiry, waiting for further light from above, and

3eking the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They are men of prayer and deep religious

onviction.

“ Nor is this movement confined by any means to the clergy. The laity are deeply

iterested in it. In some places they even precede the clergy, and are in advance of

aem. Indeed, the demand among the people for the reforming clergy is greater than

he supply
;
more are wanted than can be found. Of the anxiety of the people, some

lea may be gained from the fact stated by our informant, that he wrote many articles

|n the reform movement in the secular papers, and the publishers always had to issue

ouble the usual number of all the papers containing those articles
;
while the author,,

bming to be known, received many letters of inquiry from unknown persons in distant,

'arts of the country. But the people, like the priests, are still uncertain what form of

hurch government to adopt. Some prefer one, others another. But, like the priests,

hey wait in prayer for God’s direction and the blessing of the Holy Spirit to show

hem the way.
u In this state of mind, the people, as might be supposed, are thirsting for the

loly Scriptures and religious books. The Scriptures especially are eagerly sought.

Some pleasing instances were related, showing the eagerness of the people to receive

hem, and the high value they put upon them. Here is one : our informant, in.

raveling over the country, came to a house in which was a lady who, in conversation,.

ie found was much enlightened. In short, she expressed decidedly evangelical views-

)n expressing his gratification and surprise, she produced a Bible which she had

ibtained from the Agent of the American Bible Society. But she remarked that she

fas obliged to keep her views secret, as she had a near and aged relative who would

lertainly die if she knew that she had turned Protestant. Take another case : a poor

fidow had a small piece of ground, which she cultivated by the help of an only son.

jhe v^ry much desired a Bible, but had not money to pay. She had an orange-tree, the

ruit of which she sold. She determined to devote that tree to the purchasing of a.

Jible. It bore well, and the first season she sold one hundred oranges for fifty cents,,

md bought her Bible. She prized that Bible so much, that she would not part with it

or any consideration.”

Dr. Holdich says that the above is the concurrent testimony of the reforming priests

md the Bible Society’s Agent in Mexico, the Rev. James Hickey.

LETTER FROM THE REV. MR. HICKEY.

The same journal for January contains a letter from this Agent, giving an account

)f his work in Mexico, from which we make the following extract :

—

“ I mentioned in a former letter that, after my arrival at Saltillo, I had to change

ny course from Parras, where I had intended to go, to San Louis Potosi, distant from

Satillo one hundred and thirty leagues. We made the trip in ten and a half days out,,

md thirteen back. On the way out I sold one hundred Bibles, one hundred and
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seventy-three Testaments, and eight Portions, though we travelled very fast
;
hut

was done by short sleeps, long marches, and hard fare : the last bread I ate on u

,

return was over twelve days old.

“ On my way to San Louis I sold a Bible at a house on the roadside and passed o

Next morning, before sunrise, as we were going on, a horseman came golloping aft

us to buy a Bible. He came to the ranche where he saw the Bible, went home, start

-after us, and must have travelled over twenty-one miles, before sunrise, to buy a Bib!

Another man, one of a party of seven or eight, whom we overtook, bought a Bib!

and induced five others to buy also
;
said, that to-morrow, I could sell some at 1

village, as I was to pass through it. However, instead of passing through it, we to<

a different. course. About five o’clock in the afternoon, next day, the same man car

to our camp and bought three more Bibles. He said he waited our arrival at h

village till noon, and then saw that we had taken the other road, and so he came f

the Bibles a distance of eleven leagues. He had to travel twenty-two leagues for h

.Bibles.”

The work of ireform in Mexico ought thoroughly to enlist the active energies of o\

Church in its behalf. Faets have recently came to the knowledge of the Foreig

Committee which give promise to them of valuable facilities and appliances for th

most important work. The Committee will be glad to appoint to that field men -

suitable qualification. The present time seems propitious for going forward
;
and tl

Committee most urgently call attention to this field in the earnest hope of enlistin

ihe prayers and contributions of many and the personal service of some in its behal

“ CONSECRATED IN CHILDHOOD.”

Parental influence is one of the most powerful means of obtaining a supply <

missionaries. If pious parents who feel a deep interest in the extension of th

Bedeemer’s kingdom, but who are themselves prevented from going as missionarie:

would but consecrate their children to this work, as Hannah consecrated Samuel t

the Lord’s service, then there would not be such a lack of laborers as there now is.

A few years ago, a beautiful and accomplished young lady, possessed of talent

both natural and acquired, that would have given her a passport to the most refine

and intelligent circles in our land, very cheerfully left her own pleasant home for on

beyond the sea; and there, after a few brief years of successful labor, she laid dow:

her life, and made her grave among the rude people for whose soul’s good she ha

sacrificed so much. But brief as were those years of labor, her memory is so fragrant

among the people of her adoption, that it is still doing its work, though she has gon

from among them. “We buried her,” one of them said, “in our own burial ground

for she was a holy woman.” Poor man ! he little knew in what true holiness consisted

but he felt and acknowledged the silent, yet blessed influence of a consistent Christiai

life. And wherein lay the secret of this cheerful devotion to her work, and he:

influence in it, both living and in death? Let the answer be in the words of one wh<

Anew her well:—“Her mother consecrated her to it in childhood. Yes, with {
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lOther’s heart, a mother’s love, a mother’s yearning tenderness for her darling cliild
r

he consecrated her in tender infancy to the service of the Lord in the mission work,

hould the Master call her to it in maturer years. And not only did she consecrate

er to it, but all through the years of childhood, and sweet blooming girlhood, om

Sunday, and through the busy week, at all times and seasons, that noble mother’s

entle influence was exerted day by day, and hour by hour, to train her daughter for

tie work to which she had devoted her. Did the mother attend a Missionary Meeting,.-

!'he took her child with her. Did the little one ask in the twilight hour for a story
,

; was no fairy tale that soothed her restlessness, but her mother told her of the far-off

(dander of the Pacific, of his beautiful home, its feathery palms, its bright-hued birds,,

nd its brilliant skies
;
but that he had no Bible, no Saviour, no God, no hope of a still

lore beautiful home in heaven, when death should come. Poor islander—poor with

11 that God had given him, because he was without a knowledge of the true riches.,

fas there hope that any one would go to tell him of “ treasures in heaven?” Or she'

)ld her of the millions of little ones beyond the Atlantic, whose mothers taught them

> mutter prayers to gods of wood and clay,—gods that were no gods,—gods that were

irever deaf to all the supplications of their worshippers. Would not her child pray that

reachers and teachers might be found who would go to them with tidings of a better

f'ay ? And when the day was done, and mother and child knelt together beside the j

ny couch, the little one was taught to pray for the perishing heathen child, as well as

>r herself. Was the mission box to be filled, not only did the mother give according to

er ability, but she encouraged her child to give also, and constantly to practice self-

jenial.” And so it came to pass that when the daughter so consecrated, so trained,

ad grown to womanhood, she cheerfully gave herself to the blessed work of making

hrist known to those who were living in ignorance of Him. May the number of such

arents and such children be greatly multiplied !

THE LAGOON ISLANDS.

' The missionaries of the London Society, in the Navigators group, were induced im

•ie month of May last, in consequence of the interesting reports which had reached

iem, to delegate one of their number, the Eev. A. W. Murray, to visit several clusters

‘ small islands, distant about six hundred miles, and designated generally by the mis-

onary as the Lagoon Islands. Mr. Murray states that he found the five islands he^

sited, in a remarkable state of preparedness for the reception of the gospel. “ Every

sstige of idolatry,” he says, “is swept away, the idols are utterly abolished, and

ey are thirsting for something better than idolatry can supply. The state of things

ere, so far as I know, has few recorded parallels. The case of the Sandwich Islands

mes nearest to it of anything with which I am acquainted. The only instrumentality

e can trace, is the visit of Captain Stewart. A change in the views and feelings of

e people however, must have preceded his visit, though we are unable to trace it.” Om
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one of the islands, (Nukapetau,) Mr. Murray found that the people had for years beer

observing the Sabbath and keeping up some sort of public worship on that day, in i

neat and clean chapel. They were waiting and longing for some reliable guide. Mr
Murray left on this island, Elekana, the most experienced of the party of teachers he hac

brought with him, to the great delight of the chief and people. It was from thes<

islands that the iniquitous Peruvian slavers carried off two hundred of the people to bond

age and death. The two Captains finding they could not persuade the natives to go or

board their ships by any other proposals, had recourse to an expedient worthy of Satar

himself. Accompanied by the mate of one of the vessels, they went on shore, and gave

out that the mate was a missionary, and that they wished the people to go on board, tc

be taken where they could be taught about God and religion, and afterwards brought

back to their own land. This bait took
;
and now scarcely any of them live to tell the

tale of their awful sufferings. It is a matter for devout thanksgiving, that these people

have at length been supplied with Christian teachers. At the conclusion of his most

interesting communication, Mr. Murray says :

—

“Let it be borne in mind, further, that the field to which these remarks refer has an

importance much greater than at first sight appears. Especially does this remark

apply to the island of Nui. That island from its connection with the Kingsmill group,

has great relative importance. The Kingsmill group consists of from fifteen to twenty

islands, some of them large, and containing a population, according to Captain Wilkes,

of 60,000 souls. Part of the islands—about half—lie to the south of the equator, the

^other to the north. Our American brethren, who have their head-quarters at the Sand-

wich Islands, have undertaken the evangelization of the northern division. The other

is left for us
;
and the occupation of the island Nui will be a direct step towards the cul-

tivation of these larger fields.

DEVOTION TO THE WORE.

Notwithstanding her heavy affliction in the loss of her honored husband, Mrs.

Hoffman has decided to remain in Africa and continue the work in which she has

been so efficiently engaged. In a letter to a friend, which we have been permitted to

see, she says :
—“ I came out as a missionary, and I desire to remain in the field until

the Lord shall call me to join my precious husband.” Bishop Payne, writing to us on

this subject, says:—“As soon as dear Mrs. Hoffman found herself left alone, she

begged that she might be permitted to remain in her present position, saying that

she had come out Tor the Asylum before she had known the happiness of union with

her honored husband
;
and that now it would be her greatest pleasure, while strength

and life were given, still to be engaged in the same work. Of course I was only too

glad to hear her express herself thus, as, besides her peculiar fitness for the position,

Mrs. Duerr’s state of health renders her unable to take charge of the family, and still

more of the Orphan Asylum. Mrs. Hoffman, therefore, will retain the general

•oversight of the girls at the Asylum, of course under Mr. Duerr, and likewise have

.the charge of the family.”
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE.
AFHICA.

BAPTISM AND DEATH OP SEMLI BALLA.

One of the last official acts performed by

he late Rev. Mr. Hoffman, was the baptism

f Semli Balia, for many years king of the

lape Palmas natives. The particulars of

his event are given in the following letter

rhich Mr. Hoffman wrote on the 25th of

ctober :

—

For many years we have been in the

labit of visiting the king’s town, on Sun-

ay, for preaching, and sometimes during

he week. No one among the company

ssembled beneath the shade of the tree

rhere we preached, appeared more atten-

ive than the king himself.

He seemed to be struggling with the

kith, and he has of late years showed his

elief in it, by giving his children readily

) the Mission for instruction, as well as

l'y

his sincere and earnest conversation on

pe subject of religion.

(

Yesterday he sent for me, as he was

ick. lie was glad to see me, and we con-

versed somewhat on religious subjects,

[is son, II. R. Scott, a Christian, and J.

7. Seton, our native catechists, were with

im. I had bid him good bye and was

paving the town, when he sent after me
large fish as a present.

. This morning about 11 o’clock he sent for

le again. I was soon with him. A great

range had passed upon him. He looked

aggard and miserable
;
he had passed a

ight of great suffering, and was very weak,

eated on a mat, he rested against a per-

)n who sat behind him on a low chair

;

e was glad to see me, held out his hand

ad said he had sent forme, that he might

3 baptized
;
I asked him if he truly repent-

1 of all his sins. He said he did, and that

e hoped for pardon through Jesus Christ

ho died for sinners
;
that for many years

p had believed the word of God, and that

ow at last he desired before he died, to

come into God’s family. I sent for his son,

Scott. I thought, who can forbid water

that this man should not be baptized?

His son came and took his seat behind and

supported his father. I asked the king if

he put his trust in Jesus Christ for pardon
;

he said he did
;
do you wish to be baptized

and join God’s people? he replied earnest-

ly, he did
;
his son turned his head and

wiped away a few tears: the old man was

apparently nigh unto death. I held his

right hand, now cold, in mine, and bap-

tized him in the name of the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Ghost
;
and then we

knelt in that hut, a little company of

Christians, (four or five,) and offered earn-

est prayers to our gracious Father in be-

half of the dying man. I remained with

him a couple of hours, and at intervals con-

versed and repeated Scripture passages to

him
•, commended him again to the Lord on

leaving, and trust the gracious Lord will

show mercy on him, who now in his last

hours comes unto him with repentance and

faith.

HIS DEATH.

That night he died, so quietly and peace-

fully, that those about him knew not of

his departure. His son was with him un-

til about 10 o’clock, and then wearied with

two nights watching, went to a house near,

at his fathers request, to rest
;
a few hours

after, he returned and found his father

dead. Those with the old man said that

when he requested to be laid down on the

mat, they supposed he wished to sleep, but

found him dead.

THE FUNERAL.

The next day the town was full of peo-

ple who had come to attend his funeral.

The body placed in a coffin, was laid out

in state
;
weeping women surrounded it,

and gunswere fired towards sundown. The
body was taken to the Station followed by
about one hundred persons. It was carried

to St. James’ Church, when the service

was read and two addresses made to an
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attentive congregation. Thence we went

to the graveyard below the Church, where

the body was buried. We have hope in

this man’s death.

LETTER FROM THE REV, J, W. C. DUERR,

Writing under date of December 13th,

the Rev. Mr. Duerr gives particulars con-

cerning the heavy affliction in the illness

and death of Albert, their oldest child. He
died on Sunday, Oct. 20th, of inflammation

of the lungs and brain. Mr. Duerr says :

“ On the evening of an earthly Sabbath, the

everlasting Sabbath dawned for his bright

spirit. His death was a hard and unex-

pected blow to us. Our sorrow is great,

but although deprived of all earthly hopes

concerning our excellent boy, we enjoyed

the precious consolation of a Christian’s

hope.” Mrs. Duerr, also, has been so un-

well, that the physician advises her return

to the United States. Mr. Duerr proposes

to remain and continue the work alone.”

Concerning the late Rev. Mr. Hoffman,

Mr. Duerr says: “For several days pre-

vious to Bishop Payne’s arrival,, he spoke

much about going home (to America), but

after the Bishop had been here a day, he

said plainly that he would die, andmade ar-

rangements with the Bishop about his fam-

ily, the Mission stations, &c., and charged

him to send his dying message to the Church

at home not to withold her help from the

Mission. He died as a faithful servant of

Christ, on the 25th November, at half-past

seven o’clock, A. M., while we were at

prayers. Mr. Hoffman’s death brought

gloom over the whole country around
;
all

felt that we had lost a faithful missionary,,

a dear brother, friend, and father. But

we must not despair, but go on with our

work in faith, love and patience. On Sun-

day morning the 26th of November, he

was buried.. The Church, St. Mark’s, was
dressed inmourning

;
a large congregation

was assembled
;
Rev. Mr. Toomey read the

funeral service to the Epistle, which was-

read by the Bishop, and the Litany by my-

self. After singing, addresses were made
by the Bishop and the other ministers pre-

sent, then a procession was formed before

the Church, consisting of the children of

the asylum, the members of St. Marks and

St. James’ Churches,, (six of the latter act-

ed as pall-bearers,) the different Societies,

the people of the colony,. &c. The proces-

sion was nearly half a mile long. On the

way to Mt.Yaughan, the children repeated-

ly sung. He was buried by the side ofhis

first wife
y
during the burial, several hymns

were sung. Bishop Payne offered an

earnest prayer. The same evening, the

Bishop introduced me to St. Marks Church,

and I preached on St. John 12 : 24.

On the 27th of November, the Bishop

gave me charge of the Orphan Asylum,

the Hospital,. &c. Mr. Hoffman and I

were fully engaged in discharging the

many duties of this important station.

Now the whole care is laid upon myself,

you may know how much I have to do,

and I hope you will send help as soon as

possible. We need a teacher for the Asy-

lum. Shall try to keep up the Training

School until Mr. Auer comes. Regarding

the Hospital and Home for the Blind, I

hope the people in the United States will

just as liberally support them under me

as under Mr. Hoffman, as I shall endeavor

to do the work in the same spirit. Pray

for me that I may be strengthened for the

work. Mrs. Hoffman has determined to

remain here
;
she has the general supervi-

sion over the girls and the household as

hitherto.

CHINA.
AH APPEAL FOR CHINA.

The Rev. Robert Nelson purposes to re-

turn to China with his family shortly, to

resume his work in connection with our

Mission. He sends us for insertion in the

Spirit of Missions the following appeal in

behalf of an increase of laborers in that

land :

—

Thirty years ago, an earnest desire was
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1

felt throughout the Christian Church for

the opening of the Empire of China to the

work of the Gospel. There were locked

up within its limits hundreds of millions

of human beings in the gross darkness of

heathenism. It was reasonable and right

I
—the simple logic of Christianity—that

f Christians should desire earnestly to save

the heathen. This desire took form and

body
;

missionary societies were formed

and fostered—missionary concerts of pray-

er for the spread of the Gospel were ex-

tensively held. Men were called for to

go to the heathen. The Church, in its

great corporate capacity, declared itself a

Missionary Church, and sent out laborers

who should occupy the nearest practicable

point to the Chinese territory, prepare

as they might for the work before them,

and take advantage of the first opening

to effect an entrance. In the wonder-

working providence of God, the desired

opening was ere long made. He who
makes the wrath of man to praise Him,
and restrains it at His will, made use of

this wrath to breach the hitherto impene-

trable wall of ignorance, pride, and pre-

judice, which excluded “ outside barba-

rians” from the “middle kingdom” of the

world. u The great heart of the Church ”

then beat high, as well it might, with joy

and hope. The earnest voice of a man
of God, who, after long waiting and watch-

ing there for the morning, had been per-

mitted to see the dawn of the better day,

was heard calling upon Christians to come
up to the help of the Lord in China.

The Church was aroused. Offerings were

put into her treasury, and some were
found, both men and women, to enter this

harvest-field. A mission was established

at Shanghai in 1845, and for many sub-

sequent years systematic and thorough

missionary work was daily done, con-

sisting of teaching, preaching, transla-

ting, and circulating the Holy Scriptures

and other books deemed most essential

to the instruction of the heathen. The

Prayer-Book also was gradually transla-

3

ted
;
and some poor Chinese having been

brought, by God’s blessing on His word,

to the marvellous light of the Gospel, the

various services of the Church came soon

to be regularly held. Churches, school-

houses, and residences were built with

funds sent by Christians in America, aided

in no small degree by gifts from for-

eigners resident there. The field open

to any direct influence upon the peo-

ple, was for some years very small com-

paratively, and great were the hindrances

thrown in the way of the missionary by

government and people. Only a short

distance from the port was allowed to be

traversed—at most, not further than one

could go and return in a day. But, not-

withstanding all obstacles, the work pro-

gressed, the mission prospered, difficulties

lessened, the people were conciliated, the

Government ceased to oppose, the field

was enlarged, and we cannot doubt that
11 the Gospel of Christ was the power of

God unto salvation” to many of those

who heard it. The mission then, by the

good work it was accomplishing, com-

mended itself to natives and foreigners, to

Mandarins and people, and to the prayers

and alms of Christians at home.

HOW THE FULLY OPENED FIELD IS OC-

CUPIED.

But look again. With a mighty hand

and outstretched arm, God by His provi-

dence has, at one blow, broken down every

outward barrier to the free admission of

the Christian missionary through the whole

empire. And suddenly there has been

opened to the Church for its holy work

of winning souls a population of (400,-

000,000) four hundred millions, among

all of whom the same books, in the same

character, are read by the learned and

taught in the schools, where there are

native printers to print, (who have print-

ed and are printing), and native colpor-

teurs to distribute (who have distributed

and are distributing) the Christian Scrip-

tures. Amazing spectacle ! Such as no
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Prophet or Apostle was ever privileged to

see,—such as it is reasonable to think,

would stir the heart and nerve the ener-

gies and open the hands of all who call

themselves Christians. And yet what do

we see ? In all this mighty host of dying

men, in all this vast empire so wonderfully

opened, in all this immense field so white

to the harvest, the Protestant Episcopal

Church of the United States has, at this

time, two of her own clergy and one other, a

native, to tell to these millions of heathen

the way of salvation. The natural feeling

is “tell it not, publish it not, lest the ene-

mies of the Lord rejoice and blaspheme

and say there, there, so would we have it.”

Well may we blush for shame to think

how little interest is taken by the Church

in her mission to the Chinese. The good

Bishop Boone, whose faithful call was so

often heard in behalf of the perishing

heathen, has laid down his staff at the

Master’s feet. Other faithful men and

women have there finished their course

and left their places vacant. The Bishop’

s

earnest voice can be heard no more, and

his faithful fellow laborers can do no

more. But does this concern nobody?

Ought there not to be recruits to fill up these

broken ranks? Ought not Christians to

bring their offerings to repair the fallen

house of the Lord, and to continue and

enlarge the work he has made ready to

their hand ? Now that God has graciously

answered prayer, and so wonderfully

opened China to missionary effort, there

surely ought to be some suitable acknowl-

edgment and response on the part of the

Church. Ifwe believe, as we must believe,

that the heathen need the gospel for their

salvation, if we acknowledge, as we must,

the obligation of our Lord’s command,

“go ye into all the world and preach the

gospel,” why are we so laggard in embra-

cing this great and glorious opportunity*?

ROMISH AND NON-EPISCOPAL MISSIONARIES.

The priests of Rome, with zeal worthy

of a purer faith than Mariolaty, and of a

better master than the Pope, are diligently

at work spreading their tents, lengthening

the cords, and strengthening the stakes of

the Church of Rome. We have the purer

faith, but where is our zeal in making it

known? We have the better Master:

where are our efforts to preach him to the

heathen? The non-Episcopal Protestant

bodies are vigorously laboring amongst
these benighted ones. Why should we,

claiming such advantages over them in

Apostolic order, be so far behind them in

following Apostolic example? St. Paul

counted it his special honor to preach

among the Gentiles. “ As I am the Apos-

tle to the Gentiles I magnify mine office.”

The Church’s Mission to China, now
thirty years old, and consecrated by the

lives and deaths of many devoted laborers,

has dwindled away most sadly, and the

the worst feature of the case is, that this

sad truth makes so little impression. No
one seems to be shocked to find the Mis-

sion so reduced
,
when with the great and

effectual door opened, it should be propor-

tionately enlarged. That schools, which

for years had accomplished so much,

should be broken up for want of means

and teachers
;
that buildings once full of

missionaries should have become empty,

and then have been rented to defray the ex-

penses of the remaining few. These things

seem hardly known to the Church, or if

known, to be quietly acquiesced in, as all

very well, or as quietly rolled off upon the

Board of Missions or Poreign Committee,

“for why with all this machinery for mis-

sionary enterprise should there be any

failure to carry it on well?” But Boards

and Committees are not all powerful, they

can neither make men go to the field, nor

fill the treasury with needed funds. They

can inform the people of all important

facts, and furnish them with full intelli-

gence of the missionary field and work, to

stimulate and keep up their interest in

them, take advantage of openings and op-

portunities for enlarging the sphere oftheir

operations, and make drafts upon the
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Church for men and money to carry on

the work. It is not just to expect of them,

without straw, to make full tale of brick.

EVERY MEMBER OF THE CHURCH

RESPONSIBLE.

The opening now before the Church in

China, calls upon every member of it to

shoulder his and her own responsibility,

and each in his vocation and ministry,

high or low, to do his part. And if the

call of the dying heathen now made access-

ible to missionary effort there, does not

move the members of our Communion to

come to their rescue, how will they clear

their skirts of the blood of these souls, and

how will they endure to hear their cry as

they go away into everlasting punishment.

If souls are worth the counting, it is mani-

fest there is no such field on earth for the

victories of Him who goes on conquering

and to conquer, as is now found in China.

The only question is who will join in this

service, and share in this glorious triumph

of the Prince of peace. If the Church we
love and honor, will not be moved to take

her part heartily in this work, then let her

take back her action of 1835, and haul

down the colors she then, apparently

with such fixed resolution, and firm hand,

nailed to the mast. God grant she may
now come up to her duty, arm and go for-

ward ! 0, that she may know, in this her

day, the things that belong to her glory

and her peace.

MISCELLANEOUS.
THE EXPANSION OF A MISSION.

(dr. duff.)

There is a circumstance which is often

forgotten. A mission to the heathen,

from its very nature is, and ought to be
continually spreading and expanding, or

else it must decline and die. It is like the

growth of a tree. It has been compared
to the growth of a family, and I think that

analogy a very good one. Every one
knows that in proportion as children

increase in numbers and increase in years,

there must be increasing expenditure for

food, education, clothing, and such like
;

and thus the parents must go on continu-

ally augmenting their expenditure till the
children reach that period of maturity
when they are able to act independently.
Now in the case of a mission to the
heathen the analogy is complete. There
must be, in proportion to the success of
the mission, an increased demand for new
men, and for increased means to support
them, so that in this respect just as the
mission develops there must be for many
years an increasing demand for expendi-
ture as well as for men. And so, instead

of shrugging one’s shoulder and shaking
the head under a painful feeling of em-
barrassment when new demands are made,
methinks men ought everywhere to go
down on their bended knees, and thank
God that there is such a demand made,

for it is an indubitable proof that the

mission is prospering, and that their

prayers are heard and answered. If you
are not prepared for such demands, you
must cease to pray for the extension, ex-

pansion and increase of Christ’s kingdom,
for if we are to pray for that, we are

praying for that which will demand from
us for many years to come an increased

amount both of men and means till the

time comes when there is such an ad-

vancement as that individual missions

shall act independently, and begin also to

support others
;
and even then there will

be new fields opened up. Never till the

whole world is evangelized, will there

cease to be a continued demand for means
from the Christian Church.

YOUNG PHYSICIANS POE POEEIGN

MISSIONS.

While the call is loud upon young men
entering or in the ministry to consider

the claims of foreign fields, there is a call

also upon pious young physicians. Par-

ticulars need not be given here, but regard

for the lives and health of mission families,

often ’far removed from any medical assist-

ance unless it can be found within the
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mission circle, render the connection of

competent physicians with that circle a

matter of very grave importance. It is

also well understood that in many un-

evangelized communities the possession of

medical knowledge and skill gives great

advantage to one who would disseminate

the truth and win souls to Christ. Are

there not in this country, are there not

among those who have been doing good

service in connection with our armies, and

are now to be released from such employ-

ment, young physicians whose hearts glow

with love to Christ, and who will give

themselves to this work abroad ?

HOFFMAN STATION.

Hoffman Station was first commenced at

Green Hill, near Mt. Vaughan, in July

1853. In June, 1856, the school was re-

moved to its present position, and the sta-

tion received from the Bishop its name,

SUMMARY
ENGLAND.

In consequence of the unusual openings
for the establishment of female schools, and
for evangelistic work among the ladies in

native families of rank and wealth in China
and India, the Ladies Committee of the

Evangelical Alliance have sent out an
appeal to invite “ the personal services of
ladies of independant means” for this deeply
interesting work.

GERMANY.
Fourteen missionary students have lately

been ordained in Hamburg, and have gone
forth to their respective spheres of labor.

SPAIN.
The Queen of Spain has taken a step

towards abolishing the infamous system of
slave-trading, which remains as a stain
upon Spanish civilization. It is directed
that all negroes taken in Africa and brought
to a Spanish colony as slaves, shall be made
free, with the option of remaining in the
colony and working under contract, or
returning to Africa.

TURKEY.
The Sultan has directed that the Koran

be translated from Arabic into Turkish,

during Mr. Hoffman’s absence in the

United States. On the right of the picture

is St. James’ Church which was completed

in 1859. In the centre is the house of the

resident native Catechist, who is now Mr.

Samuel Seaton. On the left is the school-

house
;
just back of the school-house is the

native Christian village, consistingof fifteen

families and eighty-three persons. The
huts in the distance are those of heathen

towns. The number of communicants at

this Station is forty-three
5

beneficiaries

and day scholars, forty; Sunday scholars,

seventy
;
Mr. A. Potter, and Mrs. N. S.

Harris, are teachers at this station. The
late Rev. Mr. Hoffman had been for

several years the Rector of St. James’

Church and superintendant of the Station,

as well as being Rector and superintend-

ent of St. Mark’s and the Cape Palmas Sta-

tion. The present Rector is the Rev. J.

W. C. Duerr.

OF YEWS.
that Mahommedans may be fortified against
the arguments of Christians. In the Koran
there are said to be one hundred and
twenty-seven commendations and indorse-
ments of the Bible. It admits the miraculous
conception of Jesus, honors him as a
prophet, and declares that he wilfc judge
the world.

CHINA.
New ground has been broken by the Rev.

G. Smith, of the English Presbyterian mis-
sion, at the town Kway-Tham, three days

j ourney from Swatow. Mr. Smith describes
that place as a stronghold of Romanism,
adding that it is fearful to contemplate the
vast array of agents which the Church of
Rome has at work all over China. “ Their
success,” he goes on to say, “is also very
great. It is one of the most formidable
facts with which Protestant missions have
to grapple. The self-denial, patience,
energy, laboriousness of Romish mission-
aries are fitted to make one blush. * * *

A few missionaries settled down, mostly
with families, at the treaty ports are no
match for men who live and labor among
the native population, all throughout the
interior.”
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ABYSSINIA.
“ I know you are not afraid to die

,
but 1

shall not kill you : on the contrary
,
I shall at

regular intervals torture you till the flesh falls

in rotten pieces from your body.” This is the

royal message sent by the king of Abyssinia
to the two missionaries, Rev. H. A. Stern
and Rev. H. Rosenthal, who are now, it is

believed, confined in the loathsome prisons

of Amba Magdala. Their fetters are of a
specially cruel construction, and the horrors
and agonies which they have endured are

frightful to contemplate. We invite a
continuation of the very earnest prayers
of the people of God on their behalf. Dr.

Beke as the representative of their relatives,

and Mr. Rassam as a representative of the

British Government, have probably by this

time reached the Abyssinian court. It is

hoped that their pleadings with the king
may result in the liberation of the captives.

CALCUTTA.
Mrs. Murray has above four hundred

pupils receiving instruction in the zenanas
under her superintendence. She has two
ladies now assisting her, and seven native

teachers
;
but her staff of helpers must be

at least doubled, to enable her to meet the

most pressing of the applications which she

is constantly receiving from the native

'•entlemen.

JERUSALEM.
The Kaiserswerth deaconesses have de-

termined to enlarge their accommodations

at Jerusalem. They wish to provide about
sixty beds in the hospital for such cases as
need careful nursing. This will be a great
boon, not only to the Mahometan and
Christian poor, but also to the European
and American travelers, who are not un-
frequently seized with serious fevers while
passing over the country. They propose
also to build in a salubrious situation, on
the heights of Godfrey, from which the
crusaders had their first view of the Holy
City, a boarding-house to furnish apart-
ments for eighty girls. The girls will be
so trained that they may become deacon-
esses hereafter.

JAPAN.
Dr. Hepburn says of his Bible class

:

“ The boys were at last forbid to come, by
Government officers, and ordered to burn
their Bibles : on the contrary, they asked
for English Bibles, that they might still

study at home.” Another missionary
writes: “The teacher who imperfectly
translated the four Gospels /from Chinese,
suffered forty-two days imprisonment near
the commencement of his work, and thirty-

two more up to the time I left him in

prison.”

CALIFORNIA,
Chinese idolatry in California, so far

from decreasing, exhibits more vigor,, is

more defiant, and is struggling harder to

get a status as one of the religions of the
United States.

Marriages.—The Rev. Benjamin Hartley, of our African Mission, was married, at

Cavalla, to Miss Emily E. Griswold, on the 12th of December last. We omitted to

mention earlier that the Rev. Elliot H. Thomson, of our China Mission, was married,

at Shanghai, to Miss Jeannette R. Conover, on the 8tli of August.
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Wisconsin.
Oneida—Indian mission, 2 87
Waukesha—St. Matthias 2 66 5 52

Minnesota.
Minneapolis—William T. Lee, half, 100 00
Red Wing—Christ, 10 00 110 00

Iowa.
Cedar Rapids—Grace, 10 00

Missouri.
St. Louis—Christ, $137 40; for Africa,

$50 187 40
“ St. John’s, 20 83 208 22

Miscellaneous.

Paris, France—Mr. J. C. Reubell, 4 00
J. Schenck, half, 10 00
A friend, for personal
use of Bishop Payne,.. 25 00

Faith (gold), 10 00
Miss Denroche, 1 00 50 00

Legacies.

Wilmington, Del.—Estate of late Thos.
W. Rogers (less

U. S. tax), 285 00
Philadelphia, Pa.— Estate of Miss

Moore, half, 22 50 307 50

$16,660 06
Amount previously acknowledged, 12,452 07

Total, $29,112 13

equally divided between the Hospital and Blind Asylum.
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FULL DESCRIPTION OF OUR AFRICAN FIELD.

(CONCLUDED FROM THE FEBRUARY NUMBER.)

THREE OF THE LANGUAGES REDUCED TO WRITING

Three of the native languages have been reduced to writing
;
and providentially

these seem to embrace the three families from which the numerous sub-divisions have

proceeded.

(a.) The Vye language was reduced to writing by one of the people of that country.

The remarkable manner in which this was done, the extent to which it was used, and

the language itself were all examined and communicated to the Church Missionary

Society in London several years ago by Rev. Mr. Koelle. I need not therefore refer

more particularly to the subject.

(&.) The Bassa language was reduced to writing in 1836-40 by Rev. Messrs. Crocker

and Clarke, missionaries of the American Baptist Society. They both died not long

afterwards
;
and there is, at present, no foreign missionary in that part of the country.

Two native ministers, Rev. A. Van Brun and Rev. L. Crocker, however, remain,

occupying two stations. The former was taken by the German missionaries (who

visited that part of the country before the colony was planted) to Sierra Leone, and

there educated in the Church mission. I have not studied the Bassa further than

to ascertain its resemblance to others in its neighborhood and the Babo and other

dialects spoken east of the Cavalla and along the river to the First Falls.

(c.) The Grebo I have studied since 1837, and been making translations in it. The

work was begun by Rev. J. Leighton Wilson, of the A. B. C. F. Missions of the

United States, who was at Cape Palmas some two years before me. lie translated

portions of the Scriptures, prepared a partial vocabulary and grammar, and several

otheirworks of less importance. Since he left (some four years after) I have prepared

a larger dictionary and grammar, primer, Bible history, translations of Genesis,

Matthew, John, Romans, collection of hymns, history of the Greboes, baptismal,

confirmation, and communion services, with other portions of the Prayer Book.

STATISTICS CONCERNING ALL THE MISSIONARY STATIONS.

I now give the statistics from all the stations, having been familiar with them from

their origin, and had all under my Episcopal jurisdiction since 1851.

The Missionary District which we seek to occupy has been already indicated in the

account given of towns and settlements extending from Cape Mount to Taboo, along

three hundred miles of coast. At the first named place we have as yet had no
missionary. The other places it will be remarked are partly Liberian (civilized) and
partly heathen and native.

(a.) Monrovia
,
(Liberian civilized,) Trinity Church—fine brick building; congre-

gation organized in 1854; minister, Rev. G. W. Gibson, (Liberian;) teacher and
candidate for orders, (Liberian,) Mr. William II. White. The minister reports

number of baptisms, 2 ;
confirmed, 3 ;

burials, 3 ;
marriages, 4 ;

communicants, 44.

In the day-school, under Mr. White, are forty children. Attendance in the Sunday-
school fifty to sixty. This chiefly Liberian proper, with some recaptive Africans.

(5.) Clay Ashland. Congregaton organized 1854; minister, Rev. A. F. Russell,

(Liberian
;) Grace Church—brick building

;
communicants, including some attending
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St. Peter’s Chapel, thirty
;
attendance on public worship, fifty to one hundred

;
in the

Sunday-school, thirty to forty. Mrs. Russell, wife of the minister, has under
instruction in a day-school fifteen to twenty recaptured Africans, of whom there are

several hundred in the neighborhood.

(c.) Bassa District. St. Andrew’s Church, (Liberian). This place, organized by
Rev. J. Rambo, (foreign,) is at present without a minister. Rev. T. J. Thompson,
late incumbent, reported : Communicants, twenty-eight

;
Sunday-school scholars,

thirty-five
;
day-scholars, twenty to twenty-five, (Liberian).

(d.) Sinoe
,
Greenville, St. Paul’s Church, organized by Rev. II. Greene, 1854.

Rev. J. K. Wilson, (Liberian,) minster; Mr. James Monger, teacher of Parish

school and candidate for orders
;
communicants, fourteen

;
Sunday-school scholars,

thirty
;

day-scholars, twenty to twenty-five. Mr. Wilson preaches to the natives

around. In one of the toAvns he has a small Sunday-school.

(
e.) Fishtovm

,
(native,) ten miles above Cape Palmas

;
population, in six villages,

thirty-five thousand
;
minister, Rev. Thomas Toomey, (foreign

;)
teacher, Mr. Samuel

Boyd, (native
;)

Church not organized. Opened by the Rev. Doctor Wilson, of the

A. B. C. F. Mission, in 1840. Transferred to the Protestant Episcopal Mission in

1843. Many changes in ministers and teachers have sadly retarded the growth of this

station. At present, communicants, including those at Rocktown, fourteen
;
confirma-

tions, two
;
boarding scholars, eleven

;
day, five

;
Sunday-school scholars, one hundred.

Rocktown
,

(native,) five miles above Cape Palmas
;
population, in five villages,

about thirty-five thousand
;

St. Paul’s Church—wooden building
;
catechist, Mr. G. T.

Bedell
;

teacher, Mr. David Taylor, (native
;)

station opened by E. W. Hening
;

previously occupied by a teacher of the A. B. C. F., and transferred to our Mission

in 1850. Statistics, communicants, &c., as above.

St. Mark's Church
,
Harper, Cape Palmas, (Liberian)—stone building

;
congrega-

tion organized by Rev. J. Payne, 1848
;
minister, Rev. C. C. Hoffman ;* assistant, Rev.

J. W. C. Duerr, (foreign
;)
communicants, (Liberian,) sixty-eight

;
baptisms, (Liberian,)

adults, two
;
infants, two

;
natives, five

;
infants, two

;
marriages, (Liberian,) three ?

deaths, (Liberian,) adults, two; infants, one; Sunday-school scholars, (Liberian,) one

hundred and fifty-seven
;
Native, one hundred and twenty-five

;
total, one hundred and

eighty-two.

Parish School. Teacher, Miss E. Norriss
;
scholars, thirty-five.

Training School for Teachers and Ministers. Rev. J. W. C. Duerr
;
students, six.

St. James' Church
,
Hoffman Station, (native,) one mile from St. Mark’s

;
popula-

tion, (heathen,) three thousand; Christian village, families, fifteen
;
children, twenty-

nine
;
population village, eighty-three

;
catechist and candidate for orders, Samuel

Seaton
;
teacher, A. Potter

;
communicants, forty-three

;
beneficiaries, fifteen

;
day-

scholars, fifteen
;
total, thirty

;
Sunday-school scholars, seventy.

Frey School, (native,) Hoffman Station
;
teacher, Mrs. N. S. Harris

;
six boarding,

four day-scholars
;
total, ten.

Mt. Vaughan High School. At Mt. Vaughan, our mission was formally opened on

Christmas-day, 1836, by Rev. Thomas Savage, M. D., and has subsequently extended

to other stations named. Teacher (Liberian) and candidate for orders, Mr. S. D.

Ferguson; beneficiaries, eight; day-scholars, twenty-five; total, thirty-three.

Orphan Asylum
,
Harper, Cape Palmas, stone and wooden building, (Liberian,)

opened by Rev. II. R. Scott, April, 1855
;
beneficiaries, fourteen

;
day-scholars, nine

;

total, twenty-three; superintendant, Rev. C. C. Hoffman;'”' teachers, Mrs. C. C. Hoffman

and Miss Sarah L. Davis
;

assistant teacher, Mrs. E. Noel
;
infant school connected

with the Asylum
;
teacher, Miss F. Wells

;
number of scholars, twenty.
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St. Mark's Hospital—stone building, near Orphan Asylum. This not connected

with the Mission, but the work of Rev. C. C. Hoffman, and, under his superintendance,

opened 1863. Matron, Mrs. M. Carsell. The institution affords comfortable

accommodation for sick natives, Liberians, and seamen of all nations visiting the

port of Harper.

Green Hill
,
Half Grahway, (native station,) five miles east of Cape Palmas.

Native population, in three villages, near one thousand
;
catechist and teacher, John

Farr
;
communicants, two

;
boarding scholars, five.

Hankie Lu, Grahway
,
eight miles east of Cape Palmas

;
native population, in three

towns, twenty-five hundred
;
teacher, (at present suspended,) James Bayard

;
com-

municants, three
;
boarding scholars, five.

Cavalla Station
,
ten miles east of Cape Palmas, opened by Liberian teacher in

1835. Rev. J. Payne took charge in 1839. Superintendant and pastor, Bishop John

Payne
;

assistant ministers, Rev. B. Hartley, (foreign,) Rev. C. F. Jones, (native

deacon;) teachers, Mr. Charles Morgan, (native,) Miss E. E. Griswold, Miss M.
Scott, (foreign

;)
Mrs. E. Gillett, (native

;)
printers, George S. Woods, (Liberian,)

Edward Appleton, R. Lulin, (natives
;)

Christian village, twelve families
;
population,

fifty
;
native population in eight heathen towns, thirty-five hundred

;
boarding scholars

—

boys, twenty-five
;
girls, twenty-nine

;
day-scholars—girls, twelve

;
boys, four

;
total,

seventy; Sunday-school scholars and day, (in part irregular,) one hundred and fifty
;

baptisms—adults, fourteen
;

infants, thirteen
;

total, twenty-seven
;

confirmations,

adults, four
;
communicants—foreign, four

;
Liberian, two

;
native, eighty-four

;
total,

ninety. Missionary contributions, $424.36
;

alms, $43.82
;

total, 468.16.

A mission paper, ^ The Cavalla Messenger and West African Record,” has been

published at this station since 1850.

River Cavalla
,
five miles below Cavalla, near the mouth of Cavalla River, includes

three villages, with a population of fifteen hundred. Owing to hostilities between

that place and Cavalla, ltttle is accomplished at the station now. J. D. George, native

catechist, resides in the largest town, and holds religious services amongst the people.

Roclcbookah, in the Babo Tribe, on the coast, three miles from the month of the

Cavalla River, is occupied by two native catechists, Russell Leacock and E. W. Ilening.

There are along the coast, within the distance of eight miles from the Cavalla River,

ten heathen villages, with an aggregate population of five thousand. In these the

catechists hold religious services usually every week. Owing to the want of means
and suitable teachers, we have not at present, as formerly, any school at this station-

So long ago as 1842 this station was opened by Mr. M. Appleby, catechist
;
but owing

to frequent changes in missionaries and teachers, but little fruit as yet appears.

Taboo
,
thirty miles east of Cape Palmas, in the Plabo Tribe, having a population

of about ten thousand in ten towns and villages. The station was opened by Rev.

L. B. Minor, in 1840. Teacher, E. P. Messenger, (native
;)

boarding scholars,

Liberian and native, six
;
communicants, four.

Hening Station
,
Babo Tribe, on the Cavalla River, eight miles above Cavalla.

Catechist, J. W. Hutchins, (native,) who also first occupied the station in 1855. Mr.

Hutchins holds religious services in four towns near the station, having an aggregate

population of three thousand.

Gitetabo
,
fifteen miles above Cavalla on the river, in the Nyambo Tribe, distributed

in twenty-five to thirty villages, and an aggregate population of thirty thousand,

opened in 1857 by John A. Vaughan, catechist, and William Hodge, (natives.)

Present catechist and teacher, Francis Allison, (native
;)

boarding scholars, eight.

The catechist holds -religious services in several villages around the station.
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Tebo Station
,

forty-five miles above Cavalla on the river, in the Tebo Tribe,

extending one hundred and fifty miles from the coast to the Panli country. It has
probably a population of thirty-five thousand. This station was opened in the latter

part of 1857 by Mr. William II. Kinkle, under the direction of Bishop Payne.
William H. Kinkle, catechist, and Francis Hoskins, teacher, have charge of the

station. Communicants, five
; boarding scholars, eight. Mr. Kinkle holds services

in the numerous towns of this unusually large tribe.

BoKlen Station, seventy miles above Cavalla, in the Webo Tribe, having a population

of twelve thousand. It is beautifully situated near the first falls of the Cavalla, and
among the mountains. It was opened, under Bishop Payne’s superintendance, by
T. C. Brownell, native catechist and teacher, in 1857. Present superintendant, Bev.

C. C. Hoffman,* residing at Cape Palmas
;
teacher, Mr. Edward Neufville, resident

;

Liberian Superintendant, Mr. Lewis Thornton
5
boarding scholars, eight

5
communi-

cants, eight. The station is beautifully located on a hill three hundred feet above

the general level of the country, itself diversified with hills and mountains in every

direction. Nitie Lu
,
the principal town, is near the mission station on a sugar-loaf

like mountain five hundred feet above the country round.

General Statistics.

Missionaries:—Bishop John Payne, Bev. C. C. Hoffman,* Bev. Thomas Toomey,

Bev. Benjamin Hartley, Bev. J. W. C. Duerr, Bev. J. G. Auer, absent in the United

States, (foreign,) Bev. G. W. Gibson, Bev. J. K. Wilcox, (Liberian,) Bev. A. Crummell,

Bev. E. W. Stokes, Bev. A. F. Bussell, (Liberians,) residing in the Missionary

District, but not at present connected with the mission, Bev. C. F. Jones, native

deacon. Female Missionaries :—Mrs. Payne, Mrs. Hoffman, Miss E. E. Griswold,

Miss M. Scott, Miss S. L. Davis, (foreign). Teachers :—Mr. W. White, Mr. James

Monger, Mr. Samuel Ferguson, (Liberian.) Native catechists and teachers, twenty.

Communicants,
(
Liberian,

)
one hundred and eighty-eight

;
native, one hundred and

sixty-one; total, three hundred and forty-nine. Whole number of Communicants

from the beginning of the mission, about six hundred. Sunday-school scholars,

(Liberian,) two hundred and twelve; native, four hundred and forty-five; total, six

hundred and fifty-seven. Day-scholars, (Liberian,) one hundred and forty-five;

native, seventy-three; total, two hundred and eighteen. Boarding scholars—Liberian,

twenty-four
;
native, one hundred and eight

;
total, one hundred and thirty-two.

Contributions of St. Mark’s Church, (returns imperfect;) missionary contributions,

$65.34; Sunday-school, $84.84; for church expenses, $95.24; alms, $69.48; total,

$314.90. Cavalla missionary contributions, $424
;
alms, $43.82

;
total, $468.16. Add

contributions from St. Mark’s, $783.06. (Contributions in other churches and stations

not reported.

)

* Since deceased.
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EDITORIAL.

MEETING OF THE COMMISSION.

The first Quarterly Meeting of the Protestant Episcopal Freedman’s Aid Commission

was held in the Mission Rooms, Bible House, Astor Place, on Thursday the 8th instant.

Bishop Potter presided. He was the only Bishop present. Two of his Episcopal

colleagues, Bishops Odenheimer and Stevens, were prevented from attending by the

state of their health. Of the clerical and lay members there was a very good attendance.

A full and detailed report of the proceedings of the Executive Committee was presented

and read by Dr. Haight. It was accepted and adopted, and the several acts of the

Committee were approved and ratified. An abstract of the report was directed to be

made and published for the information of Churchmen. The appointment of the Rev.

J. Brinton Smith, D.D., as general agent; of the Rev. Dr. Wharton as a member of the

Executive Committee, in the place of Rev. Dr. Eccleston, resigned; and of Stewart

Brown, Esq., as Treasurer, in the place of Mr. Minturn, (of whose death fitting mention

was made,) were thus confirmed. Great interest was manifested in the objects of the

Commission, and a determination evinced to prosecute them vigorously. It Avas with

deep regret that the Commission yielded to Dr. Wharton’s request to be relievedfrom the

duties of Corresponding Secretary, which from the beginning of this enterprise he has

so ably, faithfully, efficiently, and successfully performed
;
and it was only because he

stated that he could not continue to act beyond a brief period that his resignation as

Corresponding Secretary was accepted—(he still remains a member of the Executive

Committee)—and the Rev. Dr. Washburn appointed as his successor. The abstract of

the report of the Executive Committee will be found below. *
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The following is the substance of the Report of the Executive Committee, which was

presented and read to the Protestant Episcopal Freedman’s Commission at their

Quarterly meeting. It was accompanied by the Minutes of the Executive Committee,

and the several Reports of the Corresponding Secretary and General Agent which had

been made to the Committee.

I. Preparatory Work.

Before the work of educating the Freedmen and ministering to their necessities

could be entered upon properly, there was an important preparatory work to be done,

and to this the Executive Committee addressed themselves immediately upon their

appointment in November.

Under the resolution passed at the first meeting of the Commission, the Corresponding

Secretary, Dr. Wharton, at once opened a Correspondence with the Bishops and

leading Clergymen of our Church, especially in the Southern States.

This Correspondence has been, almost without exception, of a satisfactory and

gratifying character, and in a great majority of cases very highly so
;
and the result

has been that the Dioceses of Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Tennessee, Kentucky,

and the South West Missionary District are freely open to the labors of the Commission
;

nor only so, but those labors will be welcomed, and in them we shall have the support

and co-operation of the Bishops and of very many of the Clergy.

Notices were published in the papers, requesting communications from persons who

were desirous to engage in the work of teaching the Freedmen, |ind correspondence

was had -with a number of applicants.

Co-incident with this correspondence was the preparation and publication of an

Appeal in behalf of the Commission, designed to give information as to its scope and

aim, and to lead Churchmen at the North to come forward promptly and earnestly to

its support. It took the form of an Address by the Corresponding Secretary, and was

delivered by him in several Churches in Boston, Providence, and New York; and was

published in the Spirit of Missions, and also in a pamphlet, of which large

numbers have been called for, for distribution in parishes in various parts of the

country.

To awaken and direct the interest of Churchmen in the work of ministering to the

pressing physical wants of the Freedmen, Circulars were prepared and sent to the

Clergy,*one of which was written by the Chairman, at the request of the Committee,

and specially sent to all the Clergy in the two Dioceses of New York and Western New

York.

With the same ends in view and to inaugrate the important work of raising funds

for the use of the Commission, several agents were promptly appointed and sent to

different dioceses—the Rev. William J. Harris to Philadelphia, Dr. Meir Smith to

Connecticut, the Rev. E. M. Porter to Rhode Island, and the Rev. J. Brinton Smith,
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D.D., in the first instance to the State of New York, and subsequently as General

Agent. Dr. Smith is also the Recording Secretary of the Executive Committee, and in

charge of the Office in New York.

Another preparatory step was to assume, according to the permission given by the

Board of Missions, a Department of the Spirit of Missions, as a medium of communi-

cation with the parochial clergy and with the laity. For the present, the editing of

this department has been devolved upon the Chairman ancl the General Agent.

Another preliminary measure, suggested by our late zealous and earnest friend

Mr. Minturn, was the purchase at Government sales of Clothing for the use of the

suffering freedmen, and for the children, youths and others who might wish to attend

our schools. Very favorable purchases were made at sales occurring at this time,

—

Mr. Minturn giving hi3 personal attention thereto, at no small expense to himself of

time, toil and comfort,—which facilitated the after operations of the Committee.

II. Direct Work.

After these preliminary steps, the Executive Committee felt themselves warranted

in December to commence their direct and special work, u the religious and other

instruction of the Freedmen. 5
’ It was then resolved to open schools and appoint

teachers in Richmond and in Newbern. Richmond was selected on account of a

favorable opening which was presented by the earnest request of the Rev. T. B.

Dashiell, Rector of the Colored Episcopal congregation in that City, and the offer of

his church. Newbern was designated, having been named by Bishop Atkinson as a

favorable place in which to begin our work in that Diocese. To the former place Miss

Hicks was sent as our first teacher, and shortly after, Mrs. Starkey. To the latter

city Misses Chapin and Wendell were sent; subsequently Miss Aiken was sent to

Petersburg to open a school in that city, circumstance seeming to mark it out as a

promising field.

In consequence of information laid before the Chairman touching the condition of

the Freedmen in Norfolk, the Rev. M. E. Willing, who had sojourned for a time in

that city and there exercised his ministry, and who had peculiar facilities for the task,

ivas sent thither towards the close of the year, to make special inquiry into the state of

'eligion, and to make preparation for the establishment of schools there should a

favorable opening be presented. The result of his inquiries was the immediate

commencement of a school in the Baptist Colored Church, which was gladly leased by

the trustees for that purpose, gratuitously, in which there were at once entered a

number of scholars, and which has since gone on encouragingly. The Bishop of the

Diocese—Dr. Johns—and the Clergy of Norfolk have given their consent to this work,

and are disposed to further it as far as in their power.

The attention of the Committee having been directed to the Colored Orphans’ Home
in Memphis, established by Mrs. Canfield, of Ohio, a communicant of the church, and

which is an institution of high character, it was resolved to aid in its support, and a

donation was made to the estimable lady who is at its head.
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The ladies who have thus far been commissioned as teachers not only have the

entire confidence of the Committee as to their Christian character and general quali- i

fications, but, as they are happy to say, are regarded by them as right-minded daughters

of the Church, who go forth to their work appreciating its importance and difficulty,

and in a spirit which gives the fairest promise of their success, not only in the instruc-

tion of the Freedmen, but also in disarming prejudice and in conciliating the kindly

feelings of those among whom they will sojourn. They have gone forth with our

warm sympathies and earnest prayers.

The number of Pupils now in attendance at our Schools is as follows

:

Richmond,

Newbern,

Petersburg,

Norfolk,

105

105

107—(a Night School.)

116

The requisite Books and school apparatus is supplied by the Committee. Art

advantageous arrangement has been made for the supply of these articles with the

house of Ivison, Phinney, Blakeman & Co. of New York, whose liberality and courtesy

the Committee desire to acknowledge.

The Committee are about to open Schools in Raleigh and Wilmington, N. C., at

the request of the Bishop of the Diocese, Dr. Atkinson.

In thus entering upon their direct and main work, the Committee, upon due

reflection, adopted as fundamental principles of their action

—

(1.) That the special object of the Commission was the proper instruction of the

Freedmen, old and young, in useful elementary knowledge, religious and secular.

(2.) That in the establishment of Schools, it should be done upon consultation with

the Rector of the Parish, where there was one.

(3.) That the Teachers appointed should be of sound principles and approved

character.

(4.) That the providing for the relief of the physical wants of the Freedmen should be

subsidiary to the work of education, and that relief should be so judiciously distributed

competent Agents, consulting with the Clergy where practicable, and in such manner

as to avoid as far as possible the evils of indiscriminate and unnecessary alms-giving.

In the department of Physical Relief the Committee have been able to alleviate

much of the suffering and misery which lias existed in the places to which their atten-

tion has been turned.

They have received through the kindness of the members of our Church in various

parishes, 108 boxes, packages, &c. of Clothing, besides that which has been purchased

by their direction. And distribution has been made as follows

:

To Richmond, - -- -- -- 20 Packages.
11 Newbern, 19 u

“ Norfolk, 21 11

Petersburg 8
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The Clothing thus sent the Committee believe to have been judiciously distributed.

As an instance of the manner in which this has been done, the Committee would refer

to a report of the Rev. Mr. Willing, at Norfolk.

On the application of the Rev. Dr. Henderson, of Athens, Georgia, narrating

(
special cases of distress and destitution, the Committee have voted to send him one

hundred dollars in money and two packages of clothing.

The Rev. Dr. Eccleston having resigned his place as a member of the Executive

j

Committee, the Rev. Dr. Wharton has been chosen to fill the vacancy thus made.

The Commission are already aware of the death of Mr. Minturn, their Treasurer,

I and have deeply mourned his loss. The Committee have entered upon their minutes

;
their sense of the high character and most efficient services of their colleague and

i
friend. To fill the vacancy thus occasioned, Stewart Brown, Esq., has been unani-

;

mously chosen, and has, as the Committee are most happy to report, accepted the

i appointment.

The receipts into the treasury have been $15,500. Balance in hand, including the

. value of Clothing purchased and not used, $10,500. Of Clothing, 108 packages, &c.,

of various sorts, have been received from the Churches.

Future Work.

The Executive Committee deem that the work of the Commission has barely com-

,

menced. Opportunities of usefulness are opening week by week. The Bishops of

Kentucky, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas are now pointing out localities

for schools, and making most important suggestions in regard to our future operations.

Looking at what is before them, the Committee have considered two important

points, and have come to a definite and decided conclusion in regard to them.

The first is—that this Commission is not to send out Missionaries to the Freedmen

|

to preach the Gospel and to minister to them in holy things. This work, and a mpst

important one it is, belongs to the Domestic Committee. This Commission sends forth
!

only Teachers. These may in some cases be Clergymen, but then it will be of those

who give their time and attention to schools.

The other point to which the Committee refer to is the erection of School-Houses.

As there are none or but yery few such buildings in the South, it is evident that they

must be provided
;
but the Committee have been forced to the conclusion that it would

;
be impossible for them to undertake to do this. Nor can it be properly expected that

they should, any more than than that the Domestic Committee, in addition 'to the

support of the missionaries, should be looked to.for the building of the churches.



158 The Voice of the Bishops.

THE TREASURER.

We congratulate the friends of the Freedman's Commission upon the appointmen 1

which has been made of a successor to the lamented Minturn in the responsible

office of Treasurer. STEWART BROWN, Esq., a gentleman well known in thi:

community and throughout the land, and highly respected and honored as a Christiai

and a gentleman, having been unanimously nominated and elected, has, to the ven

great gratification of the Committee and the Commission, accepted the office, anc

entered upon his duties. We know that Mr. Brown makes no small sacrifices in thus

giving to this work so much of his time and attention as the duties of his office call for

and we also know that he makes them willingly, believing our work to be of vita

importance to the welfare of our country and our Church, and deserving the hearty

co-operation of all true patriots and Christians.

THE VOICE OF THE BISHOPS.

Bishop Whitehouse, of Illinois, thus speaks of the Freedman’s Commission, in a

Pastoral letter to his Dioceses, appointing a special service for the late Thanksgiving

Day.

“ I avail myself this Pastoral most anxiously to invoke the generous gifts of our

Churches, round which will gather, I am sure, the warm sympathy and consecrated

effort of all the Churches, moved alike by the love of Christ and the social obligations of

Christian fellowship and patriotism. I mean the present suffering state of our Southern

ministers, appealing for immediate relief from the depths of trial and destitution, and

that grand and solemn claim for persevering and concentrated efforts the Protestant

Episcopal Freedman’s Commission. You have all, brethren of the clergy, received the

proceedings of the Board of Missions during the session of the late General Convention,

in constituting this Commission as a distinct authority for this touching work. I pray

you to further the work by bringing and keeping the subject in living power before

your flocks, in such form of appeal or association as in your judgment may seem best.

With treasures of blood far dearer, Illinois has ^contributed to invest this race with their

civil liberty, and thrown them suddenly on their own resources, into the awful respon-

sibilities and hazard of their new state. . Unless we give them watchful guidance, judi-

cious instruction, and above all positive religion, this noble franchise for want of suffi-

cient preparation to exercise and enjoy it, will be largely the source of personal and

social disaster. It is ours now to stand by them, and save them. It is fitting that ‘an

unsectional and Catholic Church should consecrate itself to this most unsectional and

Catholic of Missions.’ In this spirit, with liberality and zeal, I trust that my own

diocese will vigorously bear its part.”

Bishop Cone, of Western New York, in his Instructions to his diocese, touching the

observance of Lent, commends the Freedman’s Commission to the favor of his people,

and asks their contributions in our behalf.
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The following extract from a letter of Bishop Lay to a friend in New York, enclo-

sing a very interesting communication to the Executive Committee, is here given as pre-

senting a very void picture of some phases of Episcopal Missionary life in the Southwest.

J

Pigeon Hill, January 10, 1866.

Dear Could you have seen the myriads of pigeons which flew over my head

yesterday, you would appreciate the reasons for naming this place
;
the noise of their

wings sounded like a heavy rain on the leaves. * * * * *

But Pigeon Hill is a hard place : at Pine Bluff* I was seventy-five miles from Cam-

den, and had no way to get there, so I caught a chance convej^ance and came seventy-five

miles through a wilderness country, to this place on the Ouachita river, hoping here to

;

get a boat one hundred miles to Camden. I found a store-house on the bank, -where I

am permitted to stay, and last night the clerk shared his blankets with me. For dinner

yesterday I had some soda crackers, and some eggs which I roasted,—I doubt whether

you civilized men know how to roast an egg. * *

I am half sick, and inexpressibly weary after a whole day spent in a store full of

men swearing and getting drunk on the meanest of whiskey. But I have found a cor-

ner and written the enclosed to the Freedman’s Commission,—please give it the right

direction. These negroes are greatly worsted in morals, and it is important to do all

we can to establish an influence for good over them. One thing is very clear, any sys-

tem will be a failure which does not secure full powers to the parties on the ground,

and direct individual responsibility to the parent society. I have seen enough of

Arkansas to understand pretty well wh?tt is before us; it is now all in confusion, no

preaching in the country
;
none for instance at Pigeon Hill for four years past; Church

organizations broken up. We can occupy for the Church as much as we choose. I shall

soon have seven or eight clergy at work; I could employ twenty-five if I had the means.

The Agent for the West of the Society of Friends for Freedmen, recently in

Arkansas, has arrived at these conclusions in regard to the Freedmen in that State.

(1.) With ten thousand dollars in his hands for poor relief, to report that there was

no need to expend such a sum. Labor is in great demand, and those who are in health

can support themselves and their families. This statement does not extend beyond the

favorable region of the Arkansas valley.

(2.) That operations among the Freedmen cannot be successfully conducted by

strangers and distant societies without enlisting the sympathy and supervision of good

men resident in the country.

(3.) That the system pursued should be practical, adapted to present needs, and

developed and enlarged as circumstances may require.

A friend in Florida, in a letter recently received, gives the following important

testimony

:

U One thing is most certain, and that is, that no time is to be lost in doing all that
can be done for that race which now so appeals to our sympathy. If you, like myself,
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were here in the midst of this people, beholding and watching their movements and
development, you would have your interest in them greatly increased, and realise what
a work is to be done, and quickly, if that race is not to meet the same fate with the

Indian. Oh, depend upon it the Church alone can save the colored race from being
overwhelmed by the rush of the Anglo-Saxon race. The Church can and ought to save

and elevate to the place of freemen in Christ these children of Ham.

We give his postcript, hoping that it may meet a response from some liberal

Churchman

:

P.S .

—

u I would like to receive the Spirit op Missions
;
have not seen one for four

years. I have another want, and that is books for myself. I have not had a new book
for five years. How I should like to walk into a Church book store with even the

contents of a small pocket book to expend !”

CORRESPONDENCE.
From the Rev. Edward M. Forbes, of Newbern, N. C., to the General Agent

,
dated

Januai'y lSth.

I wish I could see you face to face that I might explain to you the difficulties which

must be removed before we can establish schools, &c., at the South for the Colored race.

!

Not that I would discourage the Commission, *but rather move them to still greater

exertion for the accomplishment of the glorious work before them. With the blessing,

of God, the work must succeed
;
and if the experience of thirty years is worth anything,

take my word for it, that the Church is the only hope of the Colored man. My ministry

has been spent in a measure among them, and I know and feel how essential to success

the establishment of schools is. They must be taught to read, to think, to reason before

they can fully appreciate the blessings and privileges of the Church, and if the Church

at the North is true to her duty, she will exert every nerve to teach her principles now

to the Colored man. Now is the accepted time, Now has God opened the way to her f

Though here but a short time, I have neglected my parochial work to attend to the

teachers you have sent; I feel the deepest interest in their success. It maybe that 1

God will so bless us, that our success here may induce other brethren to go cheerfully

to work. The Convention meets here in May, and I hope with God’s constant blessing 1

and guidance, to have the attempt so successful, that our ministers when they see it,

may be convinced, and go home with a full determination to go to work at once. I have

seen some of the principle Colored men and they appear much interested in the work,

but they are poor
;
the funds at present must come from you

;
the zeal, the patience, the

work, must be ours; and we will succeeed. I see no such thing as failure if we will

only come up to the work. God’s hand is in it, and if we are faithful to our respective

trusts, we must succeed.

The only room I can obtain for a school-room, is one, the charge of which is com-

mitted to a Colored man, and to show the interest he takes in the school, he told me he

could rent the room for fifty dollars per month, but that he would let me have it

for twenty-five. This is the best I can do at present; I hope for better things.

Do not be discouraged at this large amount, we will one day rejoice that God has

granted us the privilege and honor of laying the foundation of this glorious work, by

which I trust in God, Africa is to be redeemed from spiritual slavery and degradations
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and
,

.

I have made this proposition to the Colored people who are interested in our mission:

if they would raise funds sufficient to pay room rent, fuel and light, for the night school,

that we would furnish teachers and hooks, at least for the beginners. I wish them to

do something to show their interest. They seem to be fully aroused to the undertaking,

: and as an evidence of their interest, I may mention that the young girls are making

preparations for a Feast and Fair. We propose to get one of their number, (I mean a

Colored man who is somewhat esteemed for his abilities,) to deliver an address, to in-

1 terest them in the establishment of schools. I think with God’s blessing, our success

is certain.

From Miss Aiken, Petersburg, Ya., to the Rev. Dr. Littlejohn.

There are seven or eight schools and eighteen teachers [here], sent by different

States. My friend [with whom she is lodging*], when she wishes anything, finds the

means of obtaining it herself, from her troop about her, only too willing to do anything

in their power. The crowd commence to gather before she finishes her breakfast, and

stand outside with inimitable patience and amiability until she can attend to them,

allowing them to eome in but a few at a time, the aged and sick having the first claim.

I

The first two days I was here, she was obliged to say she had neither work nor clothing

for them, her material having been exhausted the previous day, having had eighty

women sewing, and eighty-four garments completed, for which work she pays them in

i clothes. Yesterday she had received a number of barrels of half-worn clothing, and the

place presented a scene for our home friends to look upon. Although intending to

h finish this communication, I could not resist sharing in the exciting scene, assisting in

ascertaining their wants and finding them something to make them comfortable. One

old woman numbering one hundred and ten years came in hobbling along with the

assistance of a stick, with a little grandson and a half-grown girl, subject to fits, on

whom they depended for subsistence.

It did our hearts good, I assure you, to replace their rags wich something to keep

them warm. It was much past our dinner hour before we remembered that we were

weary or hungry. Some who come for work are not only quite respectable in appear-

ance, but dignified and pleasant to transact business with. The better class bring in

their simple offering, those from the country and eight miles down the river a pail of

milk or a few rolls of fresh butter, some nearer, a dish of hot cakes for our breakfast.

1 emained with my friend (who is living by herself, supplying her own articles of food
,

[and taken care of by the friends she came to serve,) till Saturday. She has twro—a boy
|and girl—whom she keeps in the house with her, and who feel the greatest pride in

being devoted to her service. One day I accompanied my friend to visit the sick in

their cabins of utter destitution, of which I will speak more fully in’ my next. Only
hoping the garments which were being made in our own sewing Society wdien I left

[will be forwarded as soon a3 possible, as there is very, very great need of them
particularly. I have yet to tell you of my plans in regard to schools. Mrs. H

,

'Secretary of the National Freedman’s Commission, to whom Dr. Smith introduced me
in the cars, thought the ground for day-schools was occupied, but I find that ten

thousand of the population here are black, and not one-third of that number are in

schools. My friend assures me, from her own observation, that I will not find much
trouble in gathering up for a large day-school, the greatest difficulty is in obtaining a
building, &c. But as the need of an evening school was paramount, for those who

* A Teachor under another Board.
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work during the day, Captain B offered the use of his large room, already warmed.
and a box of school-books. I procured lamps, and opened a school there last evening,

with fifty-four scholars (some of them had attended a school in the same building last

summer, which was given up,) which we consider a decided success. There is evidently

plenty of material for a large evening school. I accepted the room, being freely

offered by Captain B .

From Miss HicKS, Richmond, Ya.

I commenced school January 3d, with seven scholars
;
the 19th it numbered eighty,

and to-day, February 13th, we have one hundred and thirty-nine names registered and
are receiving additions daily. We feel safe in saying that thus far the school in St.

Peter’s Church has met with jperfeet success. We have a very intelligent looking set of

scholars. I have a class of boys, ages between eight and twelve, whom I consider very

apt. I have had the sole charge of them as yet. “They are bound by a thousand ties .

to my heart. ’ If you will take the trouble when you are at leisure, to turn to the

37th page, lesson 13th, No. 2 Reader, you may form some idea how well they are pro-

gressing. No scholar of the class missed a word of the spelling lesson to-day, and they

read the lesson very well. I have promised them that they shall study geography just

as soon as I receive some from the North. They study arithmetic, and can sing the

multiplication table as far as the sixth line. I have a note quite often from one of them

named “Peter,"’ The orthography is quite correct and the writing legible, although the :

syntax is simple: the tenor of his notes is, “Peter has been a good boy to-day; Peter --

feels better when he has been a good boy than when he has been a bad boy.” I some-

times fear Peter is in danger of becoming self-righteous. Wednesday and Friday of

each week, we devote to catechism and devotional exercises, Mrs. Starkey repeating

part of the service, and the children responding with me. Our Sunday school is very .

well attended, numbering last Sunday ninety-five scholars, 'the only difficulty is the

scarcity of teachers. We have a morning and evening school, I attend both. Last

Sunday my morning class numbered thirty-five. I was obliged to take charge of that

number for there were but two teachers present, besides myself, and they were Colored

members of the Church. My class of boys can repeat the Lord's Prayer
;
three ofthem I

the Apostles creed
;
they are fast becoming little Churchmen. If we had a tablet with I

the Lord's Prayer, Ten Commandments, and Creed upon it, to be placed in the chancel, 1

it would facilitate the work of teaching them : if you have anything of the kind please
i

send one.

From the Rev. M. E. Willing, Norfolk, Ya.

We are progressing finely with the schools, the average daily attendance for the

week has been 115. The greatest progress made, has been by a girl of seventeen, by
j

the name of Smith
;
on the 1st of January, 1866, she commenced school with me in the

j

A. B. C. class
;
she knew her letters and was trying to spell words of three and four

letters
;
I have advanced her, and yesterday found her capable of reading quite well in n

ganders’ Second Reader, and further, advanced her that class. She has studied day and
|

night and is of course a rare exception. A great many of my scholars are in rags and
Jj

tatters and must leave school unless they obtain clothing.* AYe are greatly obliged to
|

you for your interest in this, as well as all other matter connected with our welfare.

'* Clothing has been sent.
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From Miss Wendell, Newbern, 1ST. C.

Owing to the small-pox raging in Newbern, particularly among the Freedmen, we

have been prevented from going about among the people as much as we would like, as

Captain S said it would be imprudent
5
but we have clothed quite a number of our

school children who were ragged and barefooted, and some others who were needy.

We need some two dozen smaller pairs of shoes and stockings for girls and younger

children : those sent were more suitable for boy’s and men’s wear.

From Mrs. Mart Starkey, Richmond, Va.

Our school is increasing steadily, and. I trust permanently. There are one hundred

and seventy-five children registered in day schools, and one hundred in Sunday school.

Still they come, and we gather them in. I very much wish that you could step in some

day, and just sec how busy we are amid our little sable friends
5
their faces fairly

sparkle all over at our approach ; and we can rarely turn a corner but what we hear

cur names called out by some of our little flock of “black birds.” This afternoon in

the post office, amidst the crowd, a voice sounded clear and loud, there is Mrs. Starkey
;

I turned, but the-owner of the voice was invisible. Such being the case, it will not be

necessary for us to advertise ourselves. The work seems to be progressing finely, firm-

ly, and in as good order as possible with these untutored children.

There are very many almost entirely destitute of both food and clothing, and we have

in fact nothing now for the women and girls, and we are fairly besieged
;
poor crea-

tures, they, many of them, have the idea that the North are going to take them, feed and

clothe them, without any exertion on their part. There is enough to do
;
and that God

may work out his own design in his OAvn good time, is my sincere prayer. Many of

them pine daily for their homes, and their masters, and speak of them with love and

reverence. We are now trying to impress upon the minds of our people the Holy Sea-

son of Lent. Mr. Dashiell is very kind indeed, and encourages us all he can
;
I wish he

could be aided in some way with his little chapel for the poor whites
;
may God bless

his efforts, and unite the Church in the bond of unity and peace, both North and South,

as one church.

A box and four barrels was received by express, and we now have something for our

women and girls. The school is improving rapidly
;
we have some classes that we feel

very much pleased with indeed, but it will take months, and years, and patient train-

ing and teaching. We are progressing finely with our Sunday school
;
they are im-

proving very much in the Catechism, and in the responses. Miss Hicks and myself arc

working together for the best good, and we are trying to prepare a class for Baptism

when the Bishop conies
;
we each have quite a number on our list. Several ladies have

-called upon us, and given us encouragement that they will assist in the Sunday school.

The Committee feel anxious to have the church lighted before the Bishop comes ; we

<could have a very large attendance at an evening school, Avhenever it is thought expe-

dient to have one; we are very busy, and scarcely get time to rest.

From Miss Harriet A. Chapin, Newbern, N. C., to the Rev. Francis Wharton
,
LL.D.

It has been nearly two months since we came to Newbern, and our schools together

number one hundred and forty
;
we should have double that number if we had room

for them, and could attend so many. Rev. Mr. Forbes said two weeks ago that we
must not take any more

;
but there are some who come who have never been to school

:at all, or to Sunday school either, and I cannot refuse those
;
they are willing to sit on
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the floor if we will take them. 11 Truly, the harvest is plenteous we have a great

deal to encourage ©s in this work.

What we need in Newbern is a church for the colored people
;
they like the church;

it seems to be just what they need. As an old woman said to me, the other day, “ there

is life in it, it’s just what we ’s want.” There would be a congregation of more than

a hundred adults, besides the children of the schools
;
they all go to our Sunday

school, and church too. Rev. Mr. Forbes thinks $1,200 would be sufficient to build

one large enough to have the school connected with it. They will be able to furnish

the land to put it on. Now, if the amount can be advanced to us by our Northern

friends, the work could be begun at once, and the enormous price we pay for renting a

school-room would help a great deal toward the church.

They can have very good music among themselves, for they learn the church music

very readily. It is a subject of much surprise among the Southern people that our

school children have learned to chant and sing “The Gloria in Excelcis,” as well as

they do in the short time they have been learning it.

If the work of building a church is begun, the colored people will take hold of it with

energy, and do all in their power to carry it out.

Bishop Atkinson is anxious this work should succeed in Newbern. -He says it will

have a great deal of influence in the whole State. If it is successful other clergymen

will be encouraged to attempt the same in parishes where they are not willing to at-

tempt it now.

REPORT,
Showing the Present Condition and Future Prospects of the Freedmen in

AND ADJACENT TO HAMPTON, VIRGINIA.

(continued frqm the februart number.)

8. Deportment.—The Freedmen in these localities have a good reputation for sobriety

and order. This was confirmed by my observation. I was in Hampton on Saturday
afternoon, and saw from five hundred to one thousand of the men in Main Street, trans-

acting business of various kinds. They were perfectly orderly, and I did not see one
intoxicated.

9. General Condition.—It is the impression of those who have visited the Freedmen
in various localities, that none in this country are at present in a better condition than
those in and around Hampton; and not in one respect only, but in almost every respect.

10. Future Prospects.

—

The future is quite as gloomy to these Freedmen as the

present is bright. The former owners of the land on which they live have been pardoned,
and at any day may peremptorily order them to leave and forcibly deprive them of the

little all they have. This, of course, has entirely checked the advancement of improve-
ments, and has brought to a stand-still all preparations for raising crops during the

present year. It is greatly to be regreted that this matter cannot be definitely settled

at an early day, so that this fine soil may be cultivated and made to produce as bounti-
fully this year as it did last. The oystering season will be over in March, and if these

difficulties are not adjusted by that time, it will be difficult to conceive of a more miser-
able and destitute people than the Freedmen in and around Hampton.

INCIDENTS BY THE WAY.
1. A Ride with a Freedman.—On arriving at Fortress Monroe from Norfolk, (fifteen

miles,) in the Richmond steamer, I looked around for a conveyance to Hampton, and
selected one in charge of a fine-looking Freedman. The early morning air was very cold,

but we had a warm lively chat all the way. I learned from him that he entered our
army as a teamster during General McClellan’s Peninsular campaign, and had remained



Report. 165-

in the army till the close of the war. The wagon and horse conveying us to Hampton
were his own, and he was making a good living by conveying persons to Hampton and
other places.

' 2. A Murderous Assault upon the Editors of the Freedman’s Newspaper.—Having
been invited to dine with Colonel White and J. D. Cohoon, Esq, I learned that the

afternoon before, at four o’clock, they were walking together near their residence in East

Hampton, when two white men suddenly attacked them, and without speaking a word
endeavored to murder them with slung-shots and other weapons. The blow aimed at the

Colonel, and in all probability designed to take his life, inflicted a severe but not fatal

wound. The four had a severe hand-to-hand fight, and the Colonel and Mr. Cohoon
succeeded in getting away. It was in a by-way not frequented, and as it was known that

one of the editors of the True Southerner would pass that way on business about that

time these desperadoes doubtless laid in wait for him. The military immediately sent

out a number of men to find these would-be assassins, but nothing had yet been heard
of them.

3 Stepping a Moment into the Quarters of the White Guards.—The only man I

saw under the influence of liquor during the day came out of a room with a bottle in his

hand and an oath on his tongue, and said, “And sure and are you the praist? I niver

have had any pace since the praist married me !” I said, “ You mean you have had no
peace since you married yourself to the bottle.” This caused some laughing by the

bystanders, and after giving them a solemn admonition, I left him guzzling down this

destroyer of soul and body.

4. A Freedman Surprised while Heading the Bible Aloud to Two of his Com-

[
panions.—On my return from Hampton to Fortress Monroe (three miles) I walked back,
and I would have walked ten miles to have witnessed the incident which I am now about

[to relate. As I was passing by the McClellan Hospital I perceived that the Government
was removing the buildings, and I stopped a moment to look once more inside of those
plain wooden walls that had been mute witnesses of so much suffering and death.

Suddenly, approaching from one of them, I perceived three colored men all with their

backs to me, and one of them was talking aloud : when I approached nearer I found he
I

was reading, and before he saw me I distinctly heard him pronounce these words: “ I

have gained two other talents.” Here I spoke to him, and found he was reading
from a Testament of large print from the 25th chapter of St. Matthew to his two
companions. About two years ago he had been taught his letters by a little girl, and by

p

perseverance and getting a little instruction from this one and that one he had learned
to read the Bible. They had a little fire kindled on the ground, and from the looks of

j!
the brands he must have been there for a considerable time reading to his companions,
and it was now near sundown on Saturday evening. I endeavored to point them to

j

Christ. This was certainly one of the most touching incidents that I have ever witnessed,
and I wish it could have been daugerrotyped and lithographed, and spread broadcast
over the country. The reader was about forty years of age, and all seemed deeply
interested. Very truly and sincerely yours in Christ,

M. E. WILLING.

P. S.—Being engaged in teaching during the day, this report has been written during
the night, and is the first rough draft, which I have no time to copy, revise and correct.
In consequence of this, I perceive that I have omitted a very important item of informa-

i tion which I beg leave to subjoin :

The Disposition and Habits of the Freedmen.—They are disposed and anxious to
work, and avail themselves of the opportunities offered to make an honest living for
themselves and their families. They are willing to pay the Government or anybody else
a most liberal price for the fee simple to the few acres of land on which their huts or

' cabins are located. They seem generally most anxious to learn to read and write. They
are not disposed to go back and work for their former masters, as they do not believe that
these masters will deal justly by them, and pay them their wages. Some of the white
men in these localities seem to be somewhat of the same opinion. Now it is evident that
the Government can easily convince them that such is not the fact, but that it will see to-

it that they shall be justly and rightly dealt with wherever they go. Then, I think, like
all other men, they will be anxious to go where they can make the most money and live
the most comfortably.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
The Treasurer of the Freedman’s Commission acknowledges the receipt of the following sums, from January

10th, to February 11th, 1866, inclusive :

—

Maine.

New Hampshire.

Vermont.
Proclorsville-

Massachusetts.

Charlestown—St. John
tzstcm—Advent, sup. oi
° “ E. K. Society,

Holleston—Church of the Redeemer, ...

Jamaica Plain—St. John’s,

Roxbury-

Newport-

Rhode Island,

Connecticut.

Past Haxen—Christ Church,

Milford—St. Peter s,

New Haven—Christ,

New York.

Brooklyn—Church of the Ascension,

Grace Church,
“ St. Mary’s,
“ St. Peter’s,

Brookhaven—Carolin e,

Cherry Valley—Grace,
Duanesburg—Christ,

Franklin—St. Paul’s,

Geneva—Colored congregation,

Hempstead—St. George’s,

Huntington—St. John’s
Xewberg—St. Paul’s,

New York City—All Angels’,
Anthon’s Memorial,...
St. John’s Chapel,
St. Mark’s, Bowery,...
Trinity Chapel
Zion Church,

Poughkeepsie—Christ Church
Rye—Christ,

Salem—St. Paul’s,

Saugerties—Trinity,

Seneca Falls—Wife ofc’ntry Clergyman,
Unadila—St. Matthew’s,
West Troy—Trinity Church,
Williamsburg—St. Mark’s,

New Jersey
Hoboken—Mrs. N. S. Harris,

Western New York.
$5 70 Avon—Anonymous,

Buffalo—St. James’
10 00
3 00

Batavia—St. James’, 21 52
3 00 Greene.—Trinity Church, 3 10
10 00 Norwich—Emmanuel, 11 11
10 00 Oswego—Christ Church, 37 00

Pillas Point—Louisa M. Hooker, 1 00

2 00

Syracuse—St. James’, „... 2 20

Pennsylvania.
Danville—Christ Church, 3 00

10 00 Easton—Christ, 2 00

32 00 Germantown—St. Luke’s, 109 11

100 00 Oxjord—A “ member of Trinity,” 5 00

1 00 Phcenixville—St. Peter’s Church, 5 00
100 00 Philadelphia—Alfred Elwyn, 1 00

5 00 “ Messrs. E. S. Bucley, 100 00

25 00 “ John S. Newbold, 100 00

5 00 “ John Bohlen, 100 00

154 60
“ George Henderson, 100 00

25 00 “ John Ashurst, 100 00

100 00 “ Samuel Welsh, 100 00
“ Tobias Wagner, 50 00
“ Townshend Whelan, 50 00

2 00
“ A. Ritchie, 25 00
“ J. Hopkins, 15 00

10 00 “ .T. Fisher Learning, 10 00
“ Hugh Davids, 10 OO
“ Edmund Claxton 10 00

5 00
“ James R. Ingersoll, 5 00
“ Francis Fearon, 5 00

4 25 “ W. W. Harding, 5 00
10 00 “ John Welsh, 100 00
3 00 “ William Welsh, 100 00
8 50 “ E. Bull 2 00
5 00 “ St. Andrews, Rev. Wm.
7 00 T. Paddock, 89 49
7 20
26 50

Reading—Christ Church, 46 27

1 00 Delaware.
4 50 Whitemarsh—St. Thomas, 11 00

37 40 Christiana Hundred—Christ Church,... 31 64
13 86 Claymont—Church of the Ascension,... 23 45

6 50
366 78

Maryland.
Baltimore—Anonymons, 10 OO

5 00 Ohio.
158 11 Akron—St. Paul,s Church 15 00

. 10 00 Cleveland—Pupils of Cleveland Female
10 50 Seminary, 10 00
15 00 “ St. John's Church 24 40

,
12 00 Clifton—Calvary, 60 00
4 00 Massillon—St. Timothy, 17 82
19 40 Norwalk—St. Paul’s, 15 00
28 40 New Lisbon—Trinity 2 00
6 00 Oberlin—A friend, 2 00
3 00 Salem—Church of our Saviour 3 00

37 00 Urbana—Church of the Epiphany, 10 25
5 00 Warren—Christ Church 45 13

,
50 00

290 60 Indiana.
13 00 Canneton, 10 00

132 10 Jeffersonville—St. Paul’s Church, 1 50
165 00 Madison—Christ, 10 00

5 21 .

27 00 Illinois.

,
1 00 Chicago—Trinity Church, 105 40

. 13 95 Lewistown—St. James’, 2 50'

15 17
. 56 65 Wisconsin.

Racine—St. Johns Chapel, Racine Col., 22 35

. 5 00
Wagon Landing Station—Rt. Rev. J.

Kemper, D.D„ 25 00
. 4 29 14 Rev. A. B. Feabody, 3 60
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Michigan.

Pontiac—Zion Church, 8 50

/ Minnesota.

i Hastings—Basswood Grove, 1 80
• “ St. Luke’s, 4 00

“ Mrs. E. C. W., 1 00
Shakopee—St. Peter’s 17 25

iSt. Paul—St. Paul s Church, 40 00

St. Cloud—St. John's, 7 35

Iowa.

Burlington—Christ Church, 18 50

Nebraska.
Omaha—Brownell Hall, 1 70

Miscellaneous.
New York City—E. H. M L., 20 00

c< T? TT TTnhhnrrl "Ren Dll

“ Mrs. P. Hubbard, 50 00
“ “New Yorker,” .for

Rev. Dr. Gibson, 20 00
Anonymous, 1 00

$4,2887 61
Amount previously acknowledged, 11,120 61

Total, $15,407 61

The General Agent acknowledges the receipt of the following supplies from January 10th to February 11th,

1866, all clothing :—

Massachusetts.
Boston—St. Paul’s, box and bundle.

“ barrel.

Vermont.

j
Burlington—St. Paul’s, 2 boxes and barrel.

Rhode Island.
I Lonsdale—Mrs Kilbur, box and barrel.

J
Providence—P. W. Association, St. Stephen’s, 2 barrels.

Connecticut.
I Middletown—J. Edward Pratt, box.

[
Pomfret—Christ Church, ban-el.

I Poquetannock—Rev J. Adams, box.
I Stamford—SC Andrew’s, 2 barrels.

New York.
I Brooklyn Heights—Grace Church barrel.

|
City N. Y.—Anthon Memorial, box.

“ Mrs. Horner, bundle.
“ Anonymous, bundle.
“ G. W. Striker, bundle.

St. Mark’s, in Bowery, clothing valued at
361 60.

Cairo—Rev. C. H. Gardiner, barrel.
Cohoes—St.John’s, barrel.
Franklin—Rev. O. Applegate box.
Geneva—Rev. W. H. A. Bissell, 3 barrels.
Greene—Zion Church, 3 barrels.
Huntington-—“K,” box.
Lyons—Grace Church, box.
Rochester—Rev. A. Schuyler, 3 barrels.
Rye—R. F. Alsop, box.
Syracuse—Mrs. Shankland, 2 barrels.

“ St. James’ Church, 2

New Jersey.

Jersey City—Eliza and Jennie S., ; bundle.

Pennsylvania.

Bloomsbury—St. Paul’s box.
Danville—ChristChurch, box.
Meadville—Christ Church, i box.
Philadelphia—Advent Church, barrej.

“ J. H. Coates, barrel.

Michigan.

Detroit—ChristChurch, 3 barrels.

Errata.—For Fishkill Village, ia February number, read, Fishkill Landing : and for 2 barrels, Boston, read Brookline.
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TEACHERS.
Applications of teachers are hereafter to he made to Rev. J. Brinton Smith, I). D.

General Agent
,
No. 10 Bible Rooms, New York.

REMITTANCES.
All moneys for the P. E. Freedman 1

s Commission should he sent to Stewart Brown,
Esq., Treasurer

,
No. 56 Wall Street

,
New York.

SUPPLIES FOR THE FREEDMEN.

As frequent communications are received hy the Secretary
,
inquiring what kind of

supplies are needed for the Freedmen
,
it has been thought host to answer such inquiries

briefly hy circular.

2

.

Cast-off Clothing
,
for old and young of both sexes

,
including hats , caps

,
shoes, >

socks
,
and, in fine, outer and under garments of every description ; also, bed-

quilts, blankets, sheets, &c.

2. New clothing and bedding. The material should be plain but substantial. Gar-

ments for women and children especially, may be made of gray and blue flannel

(such as have been used for soldiers' shirts), denims, and heavy unbleached

cotton.

3. Material for clothing and bedding, and all things required in the manufacture of

the same, such as needles, thread, buttons, hooks and eyes, knitting needles
,
yafn,

scissors, &c.

4. Slates and pencils
,
school books, old

f
Sunday-school books, and books for genei'al

reading.

The barrel or box (theformer is preferable,) usedfor packing, should be numbered and

forwarded to the Rev. J. Brinton Smith, D.D,^ Bible House, New York. A list of

articles sent, as well as the numbei' of the barrel or box containing them, should be

enclosed in a letter to the same address.

It is earnestly recommended to Clergymen to send an express wagon
through their parishes to collect cast-off clothing, to be distributed through

this agency.
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