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Missionary Activities in College

So vital to the interests of the Movement is the Volunteer Band that special

attention is given it in this issue. Reports from a number of institutions

show some plans that are being followed and with what success. It is

assumed that volunteers possess and make faithful use of Mr. Lyon's pamphlet,

"The Volunteer Band," and these suggestions from actual experience are only

intended as supplementary to what is so well stated there.

An Essential Need of the Volunteer Band

By John L. Marshall, Jr.

THE most important question that

one Christian may ask of another

is the one Paul asked of those Ephe-

sian men: "Did ye receive the Holy

Ghost when ye believed? " (Actsxix. 2,

R. V. ) One of the striking characteristics

of the book of Acts is the frequency of ref-

erence to the Spirit. The power of the

early church was the power of the Holy

Ghost. The greatest need of the church

to-day is that her members receive this

greatest gift God has for her. It is for us

also, as it was for the early Christians, and

has been for all those down through the

centuries who would receive it by faith.

*' For to you is the promise, and to your

children, and to all that are afar off, even

as many as the Lord our God shall call

unto Him." (Acts ii. 39.)

Every Christian should possess this

gift, but certainly the volunteer needs it

most of all. He plans to go into the

dark places of the earth, where Satan has

full sway. "It is the Spirit that quick-

eneth, the flesh profiteth nothing."

(John vi. 63.) Without the enduement

of the Spirit, the worker is powerless in

this land. He will realize his powerless-

ness much more when he attempts to

storm Satan's strongholds.

A secretary of one of our boards for

Foreign Missions said that it was a

lamentable fact that frequently candidates

for foreign mission work were rejected

because they were not spiritually qualified

for the service. They had graduated

from college and seminary, had passed

the physical examination, and there was

a sufficiency of funds to send them out,

but the one thing needful was lacking.

As sad as that is, it is more sad to know
that a few missionaries after reaching the

field have had to return because they had

not the spiritual equipment for the ardu-

ous warfare against the powers of dark-

ness. Are there any of our Band mem-
bers who will be rejected by the board,

or have to return from the field be-
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cause we have failed to secure the one

essential for missionary work, the gift of

the Holy Spirit?

It is when we are filled with the Spirit

that we have power for service. '
' Ye

shall receive power when the Holy Ghost

is come upon you." (Acts i. 8.) It is

the same spirit that enables us to live a

godly life. " The fruit of the Spirit is

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-

control." (Gal. V. 22-23, with

margin. ) The Spirit is our teacher. He it

is, and He only, that can show us the

things ofGod. He it is that can illumine

our minds and hearts to understand the

Scriptures. "When He, the Spirit of

truth is come. He shall guide you into all

the truth. . . . He shall declare

unto you the things that are to come "

(John xvi. 13.) The Spirit helps us to

pray. " We know not how to pray as

we ought, but the Spirit Himself maketh

intercession for us with groanings which

cannot be uttered." (Rom. viii. 26.)

Manifestly the most important subject

for Volunteer Bands to study is the Holy

Spirit. It will be well if very soon each

Band begins that study. If the subject

has been taken up by the Band in a pre-

ceding term, while the fruit of the Spirit

is not yet manifested in the lives of the

volunteers, and His power is not shown

forth in the college and community, the

subject should be studied again. It never

grows old to one who knows " the com-

fort of the Holy Ghost." There are

many books on the subject. Some of

them are very helpful, especially Dr.

Cummings' "Through the Eternal

Spirit." But the best plan of all is to

take the Bible itself, and by the aid of a

concordance and Bible text-book, pray-

ing that the Spirit may be the teacher,

press on in the study until each one

knows that he has received the gift of the

Holy Spirit. The whole subject might

be divided for convenience in study into

such topics as The Holy Spirit in the life of

Jesus, The Holy Spirit in the lives of the

disciples before Pentecost, The Holy

Spirit in the book of the Acts, the Holy

Spirit in the Epistles. Later His offices

and work may be studied.

The Northwestern University Volunteer Band

By C. H. Fahs

ALTHOUGH organized in the early

nineties, the real activity of this

Band—now numbering forty

—

dates from the Detroit Convention.

During the first years of its existence,

very little was done other than holding

Band meetings, although one member

succeeded in getting to the field, her

support being guaranteed by the Uni-

versity students. During the college

year of '94-' 95, through an aggressive,

earnest campaign for new volunteers,

over forty members were added, most of

these decisions being of a conservative

and lasting kind. During the following

college year entirely different tactics

were employed, the attempt being made

to strengthen the volunteers already en-

rolled, rather than to add new members.

The next change of policy was made

eighteen months ago, when far more

attention than before was given to the

work among the churches.

Its activities may be classified as Band

meetings, college and church agitation

.

The Band meetings, with the exception

of the first one of every month, are open

to others than Band members, but no

public announcement is made except

that given on a bulletin board. No effort

is made to get outside attendance, those

especially interested being welcome to



Northwestern University Volunteer Band 67

three meetings each month if they care

to come. An average attendance of

twenty-five of the Band members and of

five visitors is registered. A committee

on Band attendance is able at all times

to give reasons for the non-attendance of

the remaining members. Each alternate

meeting is of a devotional nature while

the remainder are practical in character.

All are planned for the best development

of the volunteer, that he may be properly

prepared for the varied activities of a

volunteer's life, both before and after

sailing. Missionary agitation in the

college, while done largely under the

more direct auspices of the Associations,

is carried on chiefly by the volunteers.

Fifty per cent, of the Band are in the

study classes. These classes, however,

as also the missionary committees of the

Associations, are made up of both volun-

teers and non-volunteers. The Band as

an organization comes before the student

community very little, acting rather as

an unseen leaven, which manifests itself

in general missionary interest, both in

the college, the Academy and the Theo-

logical School. Personal work for new

volunteers is rather work for thedevel ip-

mant of missionary interest. That this

is effective in decisions will be seen when

it is stated that at present a newly-signed

card is handed in on an average every

three weeks.

The work among the churches is a

somewhat late development in the life of

the Band. It is at present under good

headway. Daring the last fifteen months

400 talks have been given by Band mem-
bers in 135 churches, and in a majority

of these ch.irches missionary committees

have been organized in the young people's

societies and missionary literature has

been left. The nearness of Chicago

with its manifold church life, and the

location of hundreds of other churches

within tolerably easy reach of the Band,

makes such work far more feasible than

it would be in many other institu-

tions.

Five former Band members sailed for

the field during last fall, three went the

previous winter, and the prospect is al-

ready bright for still others to go next

fall, so that the primary purpose of the

organization is being met to some extent

at least.

Extreme conservatism is practiced in

admitting new members. No card is

recognized which has been signed in the

presence of any other than God. When
signed the card is handed to a committee

on examination, which subjects the pros-

pective volunteer to the most searching

examination possible regarding his pur-

poses, ambitions, and belief as to his call

to foreign work. If the examination re-

sults favorably, the committee reports to

the Band, the candidate publicly declares

his purpose in the Band meeting, and is

given the right hand of fellowship by the

leader. This little formal service in ad-

mitting new members, after the searching

test of the examining committee, has had

a most beneficial effect in intensifying

the life of the membership.

The present policies of the Band may
be stated as these : Not more, but better

volunteers; no work among churches

without organization of missionary inter-

ests and the spread of literature ; no

members who are not " pushing to the

fields"; adequate representation at sum-

mer schools and volunteer conventions ;

and lastly, but exceedingly important,

the cultivation of the supervising agen-

cies of the Volunteer Movement, not

waiting to be cultivated by them. To a

constant and earnest besieging of the

Volunteer Office for advice and help

from the secretaries by correspondence

and by visits, must be ascribed the larger

part of the present success of the North-

western University Volunteer Band.
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By F. W.

THE Volunteer Band of University

College is composed of students

registered in the Arts Department

of Toronto University, and numbers

some twenty members. Only twelve of

these are in actual attendance this ses-

sion, the rest being absent from various

reasons, while some are at present active-

ly engaged in home mission work. Those

of us who are in college appreciate our

privileges of conference and service.

The Band meets every Saturday even-

ing for three-quarters of an hour imme-

diately following the Mission Study Class

which, by the way, is conducted by a

member of the Band, and has proved

most helpful to its members. The various

subjects for our Band Meetings have been

alternately devotional and practical.

The devotional list has comprised such

topics as, "The Holy Spirit and Mis-

sions," and "The place of prayer in

missionary work." At one of the more

practical meetings the subject of "How
to prepare missionary addresses

'

' was

discussed, while at another, each member

•of the Band present wrote a short New
Year's letter to our noble missionary.

Dr. Hardie, who represents the Canadian

Colleges' Mission in Corea. Dr. Hardie

was with us on furlough during the past

year, and his visit gave new inspiration

to our missionary zeal.

Prayer forms a leading part in all our

Band meetings, and Dr. Hardie and his

work are always borne in the arms of

faith before the great Lord of the harvest.

During the past term especially we have

also been led to pray for the native

Christian students in the many fields

where Mr. Mott's work has been so sig-

nally blest of God.

Anderson

Though our members are banded to-

gether as volunteers for foreign mission-

ary service, still we feel that the more

practical training a man gets in city

and home mission work during his years

of preparation, the better able will he be

to effectually undertake the more difficult

operations in the foreign fields. With

this in view many of our volunteers are

regularly engaged in the various branches

of city mission activity ; and during the

summer months some have undertaken

home mission work.

Our relation to the Student Volunteer

Union of Toronto has always been as

close as possible, and at present one of our

members is president of that Union. A
"Bureau of Speakers " has recently been

formed by the Union to carry on the

forward missionary movement among the

Young People's Societies, and our Band

is well represented upon its list.

The leader of the Band is convenor of

the Missionary Committee of the College

Y. M. C. A. of which we, of course,

form a most vital part. This committee

has under its supervision the work of

collecting the contributions of University

College students toward the support of

the C C. M. work in Corea. It also

sees that provision is made for monthly

missionary meetings in the College Y.

M. C. A. weekly course. In a word, it

endeavors to foster and develope the true

missionary spirit in the Association's

work.

The missionary alcove is now fairly

well supplied with the best missionary

literature, but we hope soon to have our

annual renewal fund raised, whereby

some of the newest missionary publica-

tions may be added to its shelves.
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This library has not been as well made

use of generally as it might have been,

and it is our present purpose to urge upon

the men the great importance of making

a study of missions a supplementary part

of their course.

Although at present in University Col-

lege there are no lady volunteers, an en-

couraging feature of the Y. W. C. A.

work is that a most hopeful missionary

study class is meeting weekly.

It is humbly hoped that this discon-

nected account of the different lines ot

work carried on by the volunteers in

University College may prove a means

of encouragement to those in some sister

institutions, and we extend the hand ot

hearty greeting to all.

Volunteer Band Meeting at Wooster University

By Isabella Graham

BECAUSE of the recommended

change of policy whereby mission

study work is cared for by the

Missionary Department of the College

Associations, instead of by the Band, its

meetings have ceased to be given to the

study of missions and are mainly devo-

tional in character.

They are held weekly for one hour.

Cordial invitations are frequently ex-

tended to others who may wish to at-

tend, but no public announcements are

made, except in the case of a special

address, or a meeting that would be of

interest to the students in general.

The topics are chosen some months in

advance by the Band Meeting Commit-

tee. They aim to select those which

are conducive to the personal growth of

the volunteer, and such as differ in char-

acter from those of the many devotional

meetings of the students.

One helpful plan has been to hold oc-

casionally a series of meetings on closely

related topics. Here is a sample

:

(i) God's care for his workers in the

foreign field being largely made up of

illustrations from the biographies of mis-

sionaries; (2) God's care for us in our

own life
; (3) present difficulties in the

way of our going abroad and reasons for

hope for the future
; (4) consecration.

Another excellent series has been upon

the Holy Spirit. It is well to have one

person lead all the meetings of this series.

Again, a fact meeting, besides being

interesting, often furnishes fresh material

for missionary addresses. Topics of a

practical nature have been considered

from time to time, e. g., the Foreign

Board of our Church and how to make

application to it, conducted by one who

had recently been appointed to India

;

lessons from the history of our Band,

presented by a committee which had

brought up to date the Band records. All

these meetings are quite informal and each

volunteer is expected to take some part.

Considerable judgment must be exer-

cised in selecting subjects for different

leaders; thus, one who can success-

fully lead a meeting on The Power of

Prayer, might utterly fail in conducting

a fact meeting. For the highest success

of these meetings, there is likewise need

of an earnest, prayerful consideration of

conditions in individual Bands, and a

willingness to spend time in preparation

for those hours the influence of which

will be felt around the world.

We have found it exceedingly profit-

able to set aside the last fifteen minutes

of each meeting for prayer, remembering

especial objects before God, such as the

following: (i) Volunteers expecting to

make missionary addresses
; ( 2 ) the
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deepening of the missionary spirit of our

institution; (3) those who have belonged

to the Band in past years
; (4) India,

suffering as she has been from famine and

from plague ; (s) the Cleveland Con-

vention. In a word, the Band meeting

is the meeting in which we, as volunteers,

gain inspiration from knowing one an-

other and from coming into intimate

touch with the fields and with our Master.

Mission Studv Work at Northfield

TN our Mission Study work at North-

I field, we feel that we have a great

advantage over many of the schools

in that we are surrounded by such a

Christian atmosphere, and have such

deep sympathy and assistance from our

classmates and the Faculty. This is our

third year of study, and one who has

watched the work carefully was heard to

say, "I have known of nothing in our

school life which has been .such an in-

spiration and which has made a more

fitting preparation for a life of consecrat-

ed service."

Sixty names were enrolled last term,

one-sixth of the number in school. They
were from all ranks, with seniors and

preparatories in the same class. There

is a general notice read from the platform

at the beginning of each course of lessons,

asking that those who intend to take the

work hand in their names at a stated

time. There is no urging, but there is

much praying. All who will be attentive

and will study the lesson are allowed to

join the class. A few others, whose

programs are very full, are permitted to

come as visitors.

Why do the Northfield girls, whose

every moment is occupied, take two hours

a week for mission study? Read their

own words: "I must learn of missions

to become well-informed, intelligent.

Every Christian young woman should

know the world as it stands to-day." "To
tell those in my own country town who

know nothing about the world ; to help

By Miss Jessie Snyder

home.'at home." "To know more of Christ

and His people whom He came to re-

deem." "To gain a broad view of

Christian work done in other countries,

and to learn how best to work wherever

God places me." " To learn to do God's

work in His place." "To become an

earnest, efficient, intelligent worker."

" I felt that my utter lack of interest in

missions was due to ignorance more than

to anything else, and I scorn ignorance."

" To get a deeper love for lost souls."

This is from the standpoint of the girls.

What are the aim? of those who have

this matter so deeply on their hearts?

First, that each class member may see

the Christ as a personal saviour for person-

al souls; second, that she may get a true

vision of the world in darkness and sin
;

third, that she may see that God has a

plan for her individual life, that having

one hand closely held by His, she may
bend down and bring her lost sisters, one

by one, to Him, whether they are in

India, China, New York City, or North-

field. The field is the world ; the Word
of God is the seed ; the Holy Spirit is

the power ; our means is prayer.

Who shall be leader of the class?

Surely not one who feels that she must

do it because no one else will. She must

be a God-appointed teacher, who feels

it a God-given work, a person of prayer,

who will put time and self into the work.

At Northfield, our classes are conduct-

ed much as any classes in history or

kindred subjects would be, with ques-
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tions and answers, and special topics,

both oral and written. Each one is ex-

pected to master the entire chapter in

the text-book. Pencil and paper are al-

ways at hand, and a Map of Prevailing

Religions. On our study of Africa,

each pupil has before her an outline map,

which she fills in from memory, the leader

giving a few points at each lesson. We
also make use of appropriate diagrams.

Each girl is requested to write the Board

of her own church denomination, and

to keep in touch with the latest reports,

and we try to make this practical with

our students.

It has been our experience that those

whom we let slide through the work

wasted time in coming, while those of

whom much was required gained knowl-

edge and true womanhood. We have

tried to make our knowledge known

through conversation with the remaining

five-sixths of our school, and by telling

it to our home C. E. Societies during the

vacations. We find it instructive and

helpful to have a general missionary

meeting in charge of our Mission Study

Classes once a year.

Above all a spirit of prayer must pre-

vail—prayer for ourselves, and for the

world, prayer that we may be fitted

for the work God has for us in the future,

and that we may be now leading His

wandering sheep into the fold. It is a

blessed work. Results are already to be

seen. A few have been brought to vol-

unteer ; but best of all, there has been a

deepening of spirituality, and a desire

for service has been so fostered, that

many a school-mate and several town

families will praise Him for His good-

ness.

Missionary Meetings of the North China College Association

By Harlan P. Beach

SO far as the writer knows, the

Monthly Missionary Meeting, as

conducted by the Committee of

the Association at Tung Chou, near

Peking, is as successful as any held in

America. Particulars concerning it have

been called for.

A foremost place is given the mission-

ary meeting for the reason that these

Chinese Christians believe that the Church

must be Apostolic, if true to its ideal,

and the Apostolic Church was essentially

missionary. They further hold that few

subjects are intrinsically more interesting

than that of missions, and as the Celestial

enjoys the je-nao—"hot racket"—the

missionary meeting is the most eagerly

attended of all those held by the Asso-

ciation.

In the matter of subjects, it is not now
so easy as formerly to find fresh ones, as

the meeting has been the feature of the

institution for many years, and since

Chinese memory is very retentive, it will

not do to repeat much. Topics from all

lands are chosen. Biography, history,

ethnology, religions, methods of work,

present operations of various societies,

revivals in mission lands, persecutions,

etc., are made the order from time to

time. Naturally, thos6 topics most

" find " the students which afford them

hints as to practical work among their

own countrymen, or furnish them with

sublime examples of endurance under

persecution or in a heathen environment.

Unfortunately for their preparation,

there is very little material of a mission-

ary character in the Chinese language,

and as they know scarcely a word of

English, they must get their information

from the missionaries. The ladies of
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the station take the meeting in rotation

and find the material in our own mis-

sionary periodicals and literature. Hav-

ing decided upon the program, selected

students are called in, material requiring

five or ten minutes in its delivery is

translated to each student, each repeats

in Chinese the portion just given him

lest he should have forgotten some im-

portant fact

—

chill te liao—" and the

thing is done." Of course, the intense

interest of the meetings depended much
on the wise choice of material, but Tung
Chou mission ladies make this prepara-

tion a matter of much prayer and pains.

If space permitted, one would like to

describe those meetings in " The Sister

City of the Great Capital," occasions

which the writer can never forget. Only

a word, however, can be added, and

that as to the results coming from them,

(i) One general result is that there are

not a half dozen American colleges

whose students know as much about

missions as do the students of this Chi-

nese College, and hence are able to pray

so intelligently. (2) Missionary giv-

ing is part of the meeting. " No pay,

no pray"
; hence, if the Chinaman

prays, he must pay. Their giving is

heroic, as Mr. Wishard testified in de-

scribing this Association in his " New
Programme of Missions," pages 66-68.

(3) The students come to the meetings

with the expectation of getting illustra-

tions, which, from their freshness and in-

terest will be of value later in talks and

addresses. (4) Once gotten, they

make use of them, as they also do of

entire talks which their marvelous mem-
ory and power of concentrated attention

enable them to use in work at home dur-

ing vacations, and subsequently when

they have charge of churches. (5) A
very important blessing comes to the

student's own life and future work from

these meetings. His faith is greatly

strengthened as he learns of God's

mighty working in other lands ; his

prayer life is enriched by information

which enables him to use intelligently

the Chinese Prayer Cycle ; iron enters

his blood as he hears of the martyrs of

the Cross ; the best methods of work,

presented in these gatherings, go with

him as he acts the missionary every day

among his countrymen ; a new sense of

human brotherhood and of the all-em-

bracing love of the Heavenly Father,

surrounds him with an atmosphere which

is life and peace ; and the secret of suc-

cess in other fields becomes clear as he

reads in many missionary lives the old-

new word, " Ye shall receive power

when the Holy Ghost is come upon

you."

Yale's Financial and General Missionary Plans

By Lawrence Thurston

THE work for foreign missions in

Yale is done through the Volun-

teer Band, and two committees, which

consist largely of men who are not vol-

unteers, and which are organically a

part of the Y. M. C. A., not of the Band.

I. The Systematic Giving Committee

consists of about twenty-five men, repre-

senting both the Academic and Scientific

departments. The chairman has under

him sub-chairmen from each class, who

are responsible to a great extent for the

work in their own classes. At the be-

ginning of the college year the commit-

tee endeavors to present to each Christian

man the duty of systematic giving, and

then urges the claims of Mr. J. T.

Swift's work in Japan, and of our own
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city mission at East street. Last year

we raised but §1,300 of the $1,700 nec-

essary for these two objects. This year

the prospects are much brighter. It

should, however, be added that this is

in addition to some $2,000 annually con-

tributed for association work here in

college.

2. The Foreign Missionary Committee

has in charge the Mission Study Class,

which has, so far, followed the regular

courses of study provided by the Move-

ment. The committee has found that

eternal vigilance is the price of a large,

strong class. Yet the average attendance

of 29 last term is nothing to be proud of

for a Y. M. C. A. like ours. It also

arranges for the missionary meetings,

which come once every term in place of

the regular class prayer-meetings. This

year there has been started a regular

series of subjects to run through four

years, by which we seek to give to each

class as comprehensive a view of foreign

missions as is possible. The outline is

as follows : Freshman year, three ad-

dresses on different phases of our relation

to foreign missions. Sophomore year,

Mackay of Uganda, Dr. McKenzie, and

Judson; Junior year, India, Objections

answered, Africa; Senior year, South

America, China, Reasons for Interest.

3. The Band is organized apart from

the above committees, and holds regular

weekly prayer-meetings. Its principal

work is to present the claims of the

foreign field upon the lives of college-bred

men, and to seek to arouse a deeper in-

terest in foreign missions in the churches

within its reach. The latter work is con-

sidered of very great importance in view

of the present financial condition of the

Boards, and we are trying to enlist in

this missionary speaking men who are

called to stay at home ; for we believe

that the work is too great for the volun-

teers to do alone.

How Missionary Money is

Raised at Centenary

By D. F. Turner

I
HAVE been asked to give in brief

how we accomplish the result of

systematic giving for missions. At

the first meeting of our mission study

class, we asked that each member pledge

himselfto give a fixed amount each month,

and it met with the approval of the entire

class. I then appointed as a committee,

the secretary of the class and myself, to

make a personal canvass of every student

in school, both Christian and non-Chris-

tian, and in that way several who are

not Christians have been influenced to

give; and in its collection, I try to im-

press upon them that it is not only a

duty, but since they have pledged it, it

is a debt of honor. If they forget it,

our secretary makes it a special point to

ask them for it, and in that way we have

no trouble.

I trust that this plan will be a sugges-

tion to other study class leaders, and I

am sure it will if they make a personal

canvass. I emphasize personal because

I am a strong believer in that kind of

work.

Carlisle's Work for Periodicals

By W. Gansworth

NO feature of the Carlisle Indian

School Young Men's Christian

Association has received so little

attention as the missionary work. Al-

though we have heard lectures by mis-

sionaries, and know a little about what

has been done, and what great work still

remains to be accomplished, we have

not as yet come to realize its full magni-

tude.

For a few years past, our Association

has been represented at Northfield

—
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that blessed place where so many have

decided upon their life work—and some

of us there began to realize more fully

the great work at hand. We now know

more of what is meant by " The harvest

truly is great, but the laborers are few."

While we were at the conference last

summer, I was requested to get subscrib-

ers for Men and The Student Volun-

teer. Many of our boys being away

when we returned, nothing could be ef-

fectually done towards the cause ; so we

had to wait until all returned. At the

close of a mass meeting, held in the fall

term, we presented the matter to the

student body. We had been thinking

of the best way to get results, and found

the opportunity at this meeting. Several

of us who knew about the needs of our

boys and also of these very helpful

papers, gave testimonies, and it was

astonishing to see the great interest

shown by the students. I think we sent

forty-two new subscribers for both papers.

I am glad to report progress in our

Association. Surely something has been

working within the hearts of our young

men. Many have joined our Bible

classes, and the number at our prayer-

meetings has begun to increase. I am
persuaded that this is the result of prayer

and of the reading of the papers above

mentioned.

Perhaps the readers of this paper will

be interested to know that our Associa-

tion purchased $30 worth of books on

missions. We got them, feeling that

they were needed in order that we might

know more about missions, and we in-

tend to make use of these books.

Why Two African Girls Joined a Volunteer Band

TWO native girls belonging to the

Lovedale Students' Christian Asso-

ciation recently signed the Student

Volunteer Declaration card after much
thought and prayer. They were asked

to tell at the next volunteer meeting of

the Association the reason why they had

signed this Declaration, and one of

them read the following paper, which is

given just as she read it, though it is not

complete.

"I wish to tell you what caused me to

join this movement. It was chiefly these

words, ' Go ye therefore and teach all

nations.' We all know that Jesus spoke

these words to his disciples, to the eleven

disciples. I know that I am one of

Jesus' desciples now, so these words are

spoken to me to-day. The eleven dis-

ciples are dead, and who are disciples

to-day? It is you and I, friends.

'
' When Jesus was here on earth He

prayed for us. He said, speaking to the

Father in heav^en, ' As Thou has sent me
into the world, even so have I sent them

into the world ; neither pray I for these

alone, but also those who will believe on

Me through their word.'

"There is one thing I notice, that

those who serve Satan serve him with all

their might. I think we had better show

them, too, how we serve our Lord Jesus

Christ. I was also led to think about

this by my father, who is a heathen. One

day he was telling me about my grand-

father, and I asked him about my grand-

mother. He said my grandmother was

not a talkative woman, but there was one

thing she did during the war of Umlang-

eni. When the enemy was about to

take my grandfather's cattle, she bravely

drove them into the forest where the men

were hiding. I thought at the time that

Satan is ready to carry off many people

to his home like that enemy. Who will

bravely go and try to save them ?
'

'
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By Charles E. Patton.

SO early as 1814 there was formed in

Princeton Seminary the " Society

of Inquiry Concerning Missions,"

among whose charter members, sixteen

in all, appear the names of Barnard,

Booth, Oliphant, Ross, and Wood.
Preserved copies of letters sent to Dr.

Cary at Serampore, Gordon Hall, of

Bombay, and Hiram Bingham, Sandwich

Islands, and also replies from Dr. Hall,

Samuel Newell of Bombay, AV'oodward

of Ceylon, and others, evidence the

activity of this early society.

Foreshadowing the Student Volunteer

Movement of '86 is the " Brotherhood"

of 1828-45, 3 secret organization whose

condition of membership was, "an ex-

pressed determination on the part of an

applicant for admission of his purpose

to devote himself, should his life be

spared, to labor in the foreign field." It

sent at least thirty-two men to mission

lands.

In scanning the list of Princeton's

•graduates, we note many names familiar

to the reader of missionary literature.

Such names cannot fail to catch the eye

as that of Rev. W. M. Lowrie, who in

1847, lost his life at the hands of pirates

in the China Seas ; of Dr. R. H. Nassau,

still in the midst of a prosperous work in

West Africa ; and of Revs. G. W.
Chamberlain and J. B. Howell of Brazil.

Mr. Chamberlain has made himself

known through his educational work in

Sao Paulo; Mr. Howell, likewise,

through the establishment of an Indus-

trial Mission upon a farm of his own in

the heart of the "Neglected Continent."

Names appear of the Formans, father and

sons, and Janvier, of India
; Eddy, of

Syria, the Morrisons, of India, a long

line ; likewise the Scudders, and Wherry

;

Miller of Japan, Murray of China,

Mackay of Formosa, and numerous

others, of whom individual mention can-

not be made.

A few deserve particular mention, not,

perhaps; because they have, in every case,

accomplished more than others unnoticed,

but because their names are already

familiar to the public. First let us men-

tion Rev. P. J. Gulick, a pioneer of

1820 in the opening of Hawaii, so soon

to be followed by one of the most re-

markable revivals in the history of mis-

sions. Dr. L. H. Gulick labored also in

Microne.sia, in Japan, and later in

Spain.

Dr. J. L. Nevius, of China, is known

through his famous work on "Demon
Possession

, '

' and, to some extent, through

his doubtless most permanently helpful

and practical work in the line of mis-

sionary method. With Dr. J. Hunter

Corbett. the " Modern Apostle," another

graduate, he has established the famous

missionary object lesson, and the "Nev-

ius Method" is becoming a familiar

phrase in missionary circles. Dr. S. H.

Kellogg, '63, was in 1893 called from

his chair in Knox Seminary to India to

aid in a revision of the Scriptures. His

exceptional mastery of the language, ac-

quired while formerly on the field, ren-

dered his services indispensible.

While speaking of Mr. Gulick as a

pioneer, we should have noted that Rev.

F. P. Gilman, '85, was the first mission-

ary to the Province of Hainan, China.

Messrs. McGilvary and Wilson, class-

mates of '56, likewise opened up the

work among the Laos people, a service

so signally blessed during these subse-

quent years. Mr. McGilvary, a most

energetic and aggressive man, by his own
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indomitable zeal and careful planning,

has done more than any other to set the

pace and outline the policy which has

made the Laos work so successful. Nor
should we fail to mention the names of

H. W. Luce and G. Sherwood Eddy,

recent traveling secretaries of the Vol-

unteer Movement, the former now in

China, the latter a Secretary in

India. It is also within the limits of our

subject to refer to Dr. Sheldon Jackson,

the "Apostle to Alaska," noted for his

numer>)us writings, and at jn-esent under

commission of the U. S. government to

Lapland in the interest of the Yukon
sufferers.

Princeton in all has sent 208 men to

the foreign field, located as follows: India

forty-eight, China forty-one, Japan

twenty, Africa seventeen, Brazil thirteen,

Siam twelve, Persia eight, Hawaii seven,

Mexico and Chile each six, Syria five,

Colombia and West Indies each four,

Ceylon, Korea and Hebrides each two,

and finally, Burmah, Afghanistan and

Formosa one each. Let these figures

stand for what they may.

There are at present in the Seminary

about thirty-five men purposing to de-

vote themselves to the foreign field. Of
these, eight of the senior class are system-

atically studying missionary methods

in the hope of getting out this year.

Like all sister institutions the seminary

feels keenly the repressing condition of

the Church's financial interest in her

Master's work. Of eleven of the last

graduating class but three have so far

reached the field, one by raising his own

support, the other two sailing under dif-

ferent Boards, in their zeal overleaping

denominational lines.

The Universal Day of Prayer for Students
Official Announcement issued by Karl Fries, Chairman, and John R. Mott, General Secretary, of

the World's Student Christian Federation

AT the Convention of the World's

Student Christian Federation,

held at Williamstown, in America,

in July, 1897, it was decided unani-

mously by the delegates present from all

parts of the world that there should be

a universal day of prayer for students.

The ten student movements belonging

to the Federation were all represented

—

namely, the movements of Germany,

Great Britain, Scandinavia, America,

Australasia, South Africa, Japan, India

and Ceylon, China, and of other Mission

Lands. There were also present dele-

gates representing the students of Hol-

land, France and Switzerland. All the

delegates of these movements agreed to

unite on a day in the first half of

February. This was the only time in

the year on which they found it possible

to unite. A majority of the movements

favored Sunday as the best day of the

week for this purpose. The officers o

the General Committee of the Federa-

tion were authorized to fix the exact

date and to issue the call for the observ-

ance of the day. It was understood that

the leaders of each national movement

would take steps to ensure as general

and thorough observance of the day as

possible in their respective countries.

Therefore the General Committee of the

World's Student Christian Federation

recommends to all student Christian

organizations, to all Christian students,

and to the Church of Christ, that Sun-

day, February 13, 1898, be set apart to

be observed as a universal day of prayer

for students.

The influence of prayer for students is

inestimable. Some of the greatest spirit-

ual movements in the life of the Chris-
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tian Church, both in past centuries and

in recent years, have been the direct re-

sult of united prayer by and for students.

A proper observance of the day of prayer

means larger numbers of students led to

acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour and

Lord ; a great increase in the numbers

of students studying the Bible, and also

in the fruitfulness of Bible study ; holier

and more triumphant living and more

earnest service for Christ in hundreds of

colleges and universities all over the

world ; more self-denying and heroic

giving of money to the work of Christ

;

a deepening of the prayer life of the

student world ; the outpouring of the

Holy Spirit upon Christian organiza-

tions of students in all lands, thus saving

them from becoming mechanical, for-

mal, worldly and powerless, and enabling

their members to bear in their lives the

fruit of the Spirit ; a more aggressive

and sustained missionary spirit, and the

thrusting forth of multitudes of students

into the harvest fields of the world ; and

through all these things it means a more

consecrated leadership of the forces of

the Church and of the nations, and

therefore a wider and speedier extension

of the Kingdom of Christ in all the

world.

The following suggestions are given

as to the observance of the day :

1 . Bring the matter by various means

to the attention of as many students as

possible.

2. Hold one or more meetings of

students on February 13, 1898, for the

purpose of united prayer on behalf of

the students of the world. (Students

who are unable to be present at such

meetings should give themselves to prayer

in secret. ) If possible, let the whole day

be devoted to prayer.

3. Request pastors to preach sermons

calling forth united and individual prayer

for students from their congregations.

4. Among different objects of prayer

let special request be made for the

World's Student Christian Federation,

that it may be used greatly by the Spirit

in answering the prayer of our Lord,

"that they may all be one" ; for the

student movements composing the Fed-

eration, and for all other student Christian

organizations, that they may be filled with

Divine energy ; for students everywhere,

that there may be a great spiritual awak-

ening among them ; for the Volunteer

Movement in all lands, that from it may
be thrust forth from God Himself an in-

creasing number of students for the evan-

gelization of the whole world ; for the

leaders of these movements, that they

may be deeply taught of God and em-

powered by Him.

5. Let praise and thanksgiving for

what God hath already wrought among

students have a prominent place in all

meetings and prayers.

6. Take such advantage of the occa-

sion that it will mark the beginning of

greater prayerfulness on the part of all

Christian students. This can be pro-

moted by circulating the most helpful

literature on prayer.

7. Let us cultivate a spirit of expect-

ing great things from God during the

coming year as the result of the conscien-

tious observance of this day.

February 13, 1898, will be the first

day that Christian students of all conti-

nents of the world have been called by

their representatives to unite in prayer

for a great object. The world has not

yet begun to realize the marvellous pos-

sibilities of united prayer. When we

recall the unchanging truth of Christ's

promise, "That if two of you shall agree

on earth as touching anything that they

shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven" (Matthew

xviii. 19); when we remember that spir-

itual awakenings have been experienced
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in certain colleges, both in the Occident

and in the Orient, when little bands of

Christian -students have united in impor-

tunate, believing prayer; when we re-

member how great national student

movements have been born as a result of

concert of prayer, and then mightily

used to impress the Christian life of

whole nations ; what may we not expect

from this practical and spiritual union

of Christian students of all nations

and races for the purpose of wielding the

unseen yet irrestible forces of the Prayer

Kingdom?
.

Editorial Notes

One most hopeful development of the

work of Mr. Wilder in the Theological

Seminaries is the interest shown in the

spiritual and practical life of the student.

It has taken the form of the establish-

ment of the Young Men's Christian As-

sociation, so that this most important

class of institutions is joining hands with

students the world around. Thus far,

eleven Seminaries have entered this

brotherhood, and others will doubtless

soon follow.

While Seminaries occasionally provide

for the practical preparation of mission-

ary candidates for the field, we note for

the first time such provision in the ca.se

of university undergraduates in the last

issue of the Yale catalogue. In connec-

tion with courjes in the History of Re-

ligion and Modern Asiatic History the

statement is made that the needs of

students who are looking forward to mis-

sionary work in Eastern lands have been

especially in mind. If the catalogues of

other institutions of college or university

grade contain such statements we should

be glad to receive a marked copy.

®

Suggestions to Delegates

FROM present indications the attend-

ance at the Cleveland Convention

will be even larger than was anti-

cipated. It is greatly desired that every

institution of high learning be repre-

sented by its full quota of delegates.

Let especial attention be given to the

following points

:

1. The delegates should be appointed

sufficiently in advance to enable them to

arrange to be at the Convention at the very

beginning, prepared to stay until theclose.

Too much stress cannot be laid on this

point. O wing to the large numbers who
are coming, entertainment cannot be held

open for those who arrive later than

Wednesday noon, February 23.

2. To ensure entertainment, names of

accredited delegates must reach the

proper person of the following Hst not

later than Saturday, February 12:

(i) All persons west of Ohio, north

of the Ohio River, Arkansas and Okla-

homa, and south of Canada, and they

only, should send names to C. C.

Michener, Room 606, Association Build-

ing, Chicago. (2) All other persons

should send names to R. E. Lewis, As-

sociation Building, Cleveland.

3. In order for any person to avail

himself of the reduced railroad rates, it

will be necessary for him to send his

name and exact address as soon as pos-

sible to the proper one of the above

named persons, who will forward him

necessary instructions.

Only by strictly heeding this point

can mistakes, such as have been made in

connection with attending conventions,

be avoided. If there are several persons

in an institution or place who desire the

information about reduced railroad rates,

let one of their number send for them.
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Present Situation in China and Foreign Missions

NOW when all eyes are turned to-

ward the Orient this topic is

timely and should awaken interest

and stimulate prayer for the Empire.

1. Let the first speaker be prepared

to state the facts in the case, without

going beyond the overt acts of China

and the Powers. An account of the

murder of the Catholic missionaries, the

taking of Kiao Chou Bay, China's prof-

fered settlement of the matter, and the

attitude of the several Powers, should be

tersely stated as basal to further discus-

sion. The Outlook, Interior, Literary

Digest, weekly issues of the London
Times, Review of Revietvs, etc., will

give substantiated facts more certainly

than the daily press.

2. Another student should show some

of the underlying factors which lend

gravity to the situation. Thus the diffi-

culty of China's paying interest on a

large foreign debt under existing circum-

stances should be enlarged upon. Read

the section " Finance " in the pages de-

voted to China in the " Statesman's

Year Book," and state the probable effect

if the Government were to increase mari-

time and inland customs dues, the land

tax, opium dues, or were to interfere with

the salt monopoly. Show that in the

case of most of the Powers the struggle

is really one for commercial supremacy.

Mention the complications arising from

the introduction of railroads and manu-

factures. Do not omit the literati who
are the real rulers of China and whose

power is threatened by reforms and

Western innovations. The periodicals

and Mr. Mott's " Strategic Points in the

World's Conquest," chapter xv., will aid

in preparing for this topic.

3. A third address might be in answer

to the question, "In case war should be

precipitated^ what would be the effect

upon missions ? " Light upon the prob-

able result can be gained from a study of

war in China's past. Williams' "Mid-
dle Kingdom," vol. ii., the last five

chapters, the Encyclopaedia of Missions,

vol. i., pp. 252-254, and the article

China, in general encyclopaedias will

show an advance after each conflict, in

spite of the evils of such wars.

4. Whether the above topic is dis-

cussed or not, time should be left for a

final address upon present signs of

promise. Examine all recent files of

missionary magazines that are accessible.

An article by Rev. G. Reid in the

number of the M. E. Board South,

Missionary Review, is helpful, as also

several articles in the January and Feb-

ruary issues of the Missionary Review of

the World. Some of the hopeful signs

that should be mentioned are : The in-

troduction of scientific and biblical

questions in the Government literary

examinations; the willingness of literary

men to read publications of the Christian

Literature Society and of the Mission

Presses ; the establishment by the Chi-

nese of higher educational institutions

of the Western type, including one for

young women ; the reaction consequent

upon the massacre of 1895 in the prov-

ince of FuKien ; the remarkable growth

of the C. E. and Y. M. C. A. move-

ments in China ; and the cessation of

active opposition in Hunan, the head-

quarters of the anti-foreign feeling, due

to reading of Christian literature by the

principal leader. Do not permit the

meeting to close without earnest prayer

for the Empire in this day of her ex-

tremity and opportunity.



Studies on Africa

Suggestions to Students on Studies IV.-VIII.

If the student has not read the suggestions found on the last two pages of the January Volunteer,

let that be done first of all, noting especially paragraphs in that article numbered 3, 4, 5. A few ad-

ditional suggestions in connection with the remaining studies are found below. They are given that

the student may cultivate the habit of seizing hold of differentia—characteristics of a chapter or study

which distinguish it from others.

Study V. Geographical Discovery and Missions

While this feature is found in other chapters, it is peculiarly prominent here. I. Note down

while reading the names of all explorers mentioned, placing them in two lists—one containing those

of missionaries, the other the names of non-missionaries. 2. Ascertain, if possible, the personal

motives which actuated these two classes of men, and note on paper the contrasts. 3. Where dis-

coveries have been undertaken under government auspices, compare the objects sought by these powers

with those aimed at by the ambassadors of the Church of God. 4. Note the tremendous hardships

involved in such discoveries and the willingness that men show to meet them. 5. Compare, without

any partisan bias, the relative value to mankind of the work of each class of explorers. 6. Try to

answer these questions : (l) What advantage do missionary discoverers bring to previously unknown

peoples? (2) What disadvantages result from such discoveries? (3) On the whole, is the Church

justified in entering unexplored fields? or should she \'ait and follow in the wake of secular explorers?

Study VI. Colonization and Missions and the Native Races

More in South Africa than elsewhere on the Continent has modem civilization affected uncivilized

races. I. Let the student learn what he can of these races as they were in their original state.

2. Contrast with that condition those which are found in districts where colonists, Western industries

and mining are found. 3. Note down differences in point of influence upon native tribes of the

British, Dutch and French colonists. 4. Try to answer these questions : (i) In what respects does

mining benefit and injure native races? (2) Are agricultural and industrial methods, learned from

Boers and missionaries, more beneficial to native populations than mining or commerce? 5. Com-

pare the results of the trekking system with those of the constant advance of missionaries into new

districts. 6. In view of South African experience, is the Church encouraged to make agriculture,

trade and Western industries a featuie in evangelizing Africa?

Study VII. Foes to African Races and Missions

This chapter has scarcely a feaiure in common with the others ; hence there can be no difference

of opinion as to its distinguishing characteristic. I. Before reading the chapter, let the student state

to himself what he definitely knows as to sphere, extent, methods and results of the slave trade and

liquor traffic. This will show just what expanses of ignorance need illumination. 2. Aside from

the interesting facts lying on the surface, seek to find as many causes as possible for the slave trade of

the present day, not forgetting the value of the slave in transporting goods to the coast. 3. Trace on

a sketch map the present great slave routes. 4. In studying the liquor traffic, try to supplement

the information in the text-book on these points: (I) Grade and composition of the liquor sent to

Africa ; (2) the precise physical and moral effects of its use by weak native tribes. 5. On general

principles apart from known facts, how might the missionary expect these two evils to affect his work ?

6. How have missionaries aided in lessening the evils of slavery and liquor?

Study VIII. The Christian Student and Waiting Africa

Looking back on the previous chapters, the student should ask some serious questions : I. What

are the physical needs of African races ? 2. What are her social problems ? and how far can a mi.s-

sionary aid in their solution ? 3. Her religious needs and the Christian's relation to them ? 4. Ob-

ligations of the Church to Africa in view of relative opportunities of Christian and non-Christian

peoples for learning of Christ's manifold salvation. 5. Personal duty toward Africa in point, ( I) of

personal ability to go to her relief ; (2) to send a substitute if personally disqualified; (3) toother-

wise aid in her salvation.
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