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34 SUBURBAN SKETCHES.

she came back to the Joor again, and, opening it,
uttered, for the first time In our service, words of
apology and regret: “I hope I ha'n’t put you out
any. I wanted to go with you, but I ought to knowed
I couldn’t. All is, I loved you too much.”




















































































































































































90 SUBURBAN SKETCHES.

In town your fancy would turn to the theatres; in
the country you would occupy yourself with cares of
poultry or of stock : in the suburbs you can but sit
apon your threshold, and fight the predatory mos-
quito.














































































114 SUBURBAN SKETCHES.

when the oblique-eyed, swarthy American of that
time, pausing before some commemorative bronze or
historical picture of our epoch, contemplates this
stupendous spectacle of human endurance, I hope he
will be able to philosophize more satisfactorily than
we can now, concerning the mystery of our strength
as a nation and our weakness as a public.


































































134 SUBURBAN SKETCHES.

tered into the spirit of it, the time’s up for the ¢ Rose
Standish’ to come and bear us from its delights.
‘When will the boat be in? ” he asked of the Auto-
biographer, whom Lucy had pointed out to him.

¢ Well, she’s ben in half an hour, now. There she
lays, just outside the ¢ John Romer.’”

There, to be sure, she lay, and those pleasure-
takers had been so lost in the rapture of waiting and
the beauty of the scene as never to have noticed her
arrival,









































































































































































































































































































































































































FLITTING. 255

it unless as a penance. If the reader will suffer me
the confidence, I will own that there is always a pang
in the past which is more than any pleasure it can
give, and I believe that he, if he were perfectly hon-
est, — as Heaven forbid I or any one should be,—
would also confess as much. There is no house to
which one would return, having left it, though it
were the hogshead out of which one had moved into
a kilderkin ; for those associations whose perishing
leaves us free, and preserves to us what little youth
we have, were otherwise perpetuated to our burden
and bondage. Let some one else, who has also es-
caped from his past, have your old house ; he will
find it new and untroubled by memories, while you,
under another roof, enjoy a present that borders only
upon the future.
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