
SUPREMACY
OF THE
CROWN

RYE
1714

4 V-

VW%,



speciAL

coLLecuoNS

t)OUQlAS

LibKAKy

AT KiNQSXZON

kiNQSTON ONTARIO CANADA







f

The Supremacy ofthe Crown, and
the Tower of the Church, c^-
ferted and c^dju/ied.

IsermonI
Preach'd before the

UNIVERSITY
O F

OXFOR T>,
At S^MARYX

On Sunday Jan. 17. 1711.

By GEORGEl^YErB^D!
Fellow of Onel College in O x f o r d.

X FO R 'D,

Printed ac the T H e a t r e, for ^nth. -Peifley Bookfcl-
I Jer

:
And are to be Sold by J. ChurchiU, J. Knapton.

IV. Taylor, H Clements, IV. Meadoius2indJ Morpkeio
Bookkilers in I,o»^tf». 1714.



/'// &u y/ ¥, A f^
y



T O TH E

RIGHT HONOURABLE

JAMES
Earl of DERBY. Sec.

My Lord,

I
The more readily comply

d

with the Expe&atton there

was ofmy Printing the fol-

lowing Sermon^ that Imight make
my y^cknowledgments , for your
great and continual Favour to me,
as puhlick as they are fincere.

I am encouraged to hope , that

this "Difcourfe may not he alto-

gether unworthy ofyour "Peru-

fal^ ftnce it wasfavourably heard
ax h/



hy one of the moU Learned Au-

ditories in the World', and that

it will not he unacceptahle to

jour Lord{hip\ fmce I am fully

perfuadedy you will he m ready

to ajfert, what fhall appear to he

thejuft 'Prerogative ofthe Crown

and Right of the Church, asyou

have heen, glorioufly to defend

the Religion and Liberties of

your Country,

I am

Your Lordfhips

moft Obliged

and moft Obedient .

Servant

G. RTE.
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SERMON
Preach'd Before the

UmycrCity of OXFORD
On Sunday Jan. 17. 17^-

Luke XX. %s.

Render therefore unto Cefar the

things which be Cefars^ and

unto God, the things which he

Gods.

^ O D having commanded Men
"

to be fubjed to theCM Power,

to obey that^ is to obey God:

and confequently the things that

are Gods, taken in the largeft fenle, com-

prehend alfo the things that are Cefars,^

And



6 The Supremacy and
And where a Prince profefles the true
Rehgion, and does by his Laws oblige
his Subjects to render to God the things
which are Gods ; there to obey God is to
obey Cejar

: and therefore in fuch a cafe
the things which are Cefars dojin their largeft
{hnkj mean alfo the things which are Gods,

But where, as in the Text, the things
which are Cefars^ and thoje which are Godsy
are put in oppofition to one another j
the things which are Cefars muft be taken
more ftridly, and mean only thofe Du-
ties commanded by Cefar^ which as to
their fubftance or circumftances are no
otherwife Duties to God, than as they
are contain'd in that general Divine Pre-
cept, to be fubjeB to the Higher Powers :

and the things which are Gods muft mean
all other Duties to God, whether com-
manded by the Law of ^afon^ or by ex-
pre/s Scripture, or plainly deducible from
thence i among others, the Duties ofexer-
cifing or obeying the Spiritual Powers
given by Chrift to his Church, oi feed-
ing Chrifl's Flocii or of obediently hear-
ing, receiving and refpeding Chrift's Mi-
nifters, which is ultimately, as he him-
felf tells us, to obey and honour him and
his Father.

So
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So that thefe words , t^endet to^ Cefar

the things which be Cejarsy and unto God the

things which be Gods^ contain an exprefs

Command both to fear God^ and to ho-

nour the iQngy and an Implication, that

thefe two Duties may be both perform'd

and are not inconfiftent with one an-

other : for that this alfo is imply'd, ap-

pears, not only, becaufe thefe Duties are

both commanded, but from the occafion

of the words ; which was this.

The jfews falfely imagin d, that it was

impofTible to obey both God and Cefar^

and from hence concluded , that they

ought not to obey Cefar^ becaufe it was

unqueftionable that they ought to obey

God. And therefore they put this en-

fnaring queftion to our Saviour, // it law-

ful to give Tribute to Cefar or no > that if he

(hould deny the Lawfulnefs of their pay-

ing Tribute and thereby of acknowledg-

ing Cefars Authority ; they might accufe

him to the Governour, who would un-

doubtedly put him to death for fuch re-

bellious Dodrine : or that, if he fhould

anfwer, they ought to pay Tribute ; they

might incenfe the People againft him, as

one who for fear of Cefar taught them to

difobey God.
But
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But our Saviour to avoid both thefe

Snares, after having convinc'd them by
the Image and SuperJcription of the Tri-
bute-Money that it was due to Cefar^
commanded them, not only to render to
Cefar the things which be Cefars, but unto
God the things which be Gods: thereby im-
plying, that to enjoin thcfirfl Duty was
not to forbid the latter^ And that they
were miftaken in conceiving, that thefc
Precepts could not be both obferved.

And as thefe Jeivs concluded, that be-
caufe they were to obey God, they were
not to obey Cefar : So on the contrary
fome have concluded, that becaufe we
ought to render to Cefar the things which
be Cejars, therefore we ought not to ren^
der to God fome of thofe things which are
really Gods. I mean thofe who rejed: the
beforemention'd Spiritual Authority of
the Church, and who have argued, that
the Civil Power being acknowledged to be
Supreme, the Clergy muft derive from it

all their Authority : Becaufe if the Ec-
cleJiaJHcal and' Civil Powers were diftind,
They might command contrary things

;

and they muft i^eceflarily entrench upon
one anothers peculiar Provinces ; and
there would be no one to judge between

them
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them in thofe almoft infinite Particulars
which would require a fpecial Determi-
nation.

To thefe Men the Text is as full and
proper an Anfwer, as it was to the y.rbj;
Hinder to Cefar the things which be Cefars
and unto God, the things which be Gods, ^l
cannot conclude, that becaufe we are to
obey God, we are not to obey the Civil
Power i nor that becaufe we are to obey
the ^2^/ Power, we are not to obey God's
command of exercifing or fubmitting to
the Spiritual Authority of the Church
For we are obligd to do both, ^nd both
are conliltent with one another.

I ftiall at prefent fpeak to the latter of
e falfe Concl

"

deavour to (hew

I r r ,V f^'-*'-"^ ijJcaK. CO tne latte
thele falfe Conclufions: and 1 Ihall en-

I. That we may and ought to obey
as well the Ecclefiafiical as the Civkt
Power.

'II. I fhall prove more fully that we
may, by ftewing in the general how
we may, obey both thefe Powers.

B IIL I fhall
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III I mall fnew the fame more parti-

cularly, with regard to the feveral

parts oi Eccleftafttcal Power.

I 1 am to fhew that we may and ought

to obey as well the Ecclefiafttcal as the

Ctvil Power.

And Ftrfi, That we may obey both,

will appear from theconfiderationof pa-

rallel Cafes. Our Adverfaries conclude

that we cannot; becaufe they apprehend

it to be impoffible, that there (hould be

any Independent Power but one
:
And

vet they themfelves affert, that Paternal

and Farmly Powers are the fame as they

were in the State of Nature. If lo ;
then

according to their own Principles, there

are Powers not deriv'd from t\i^ Ctvtl

Power, but diftmd from it and Indepen^

dent on it, fo far as they keep within their

due boundsi

Our Saviour acknowledged Cejartobe

Supreme over the Jervs, and D^W and

the other Jemjb Kings were fo too :
yet

thefe Princes had no Authority to make

Prieib of Inferior Mmifters ot holy

things s
but thofe Offices were ^p^^o^^



Church Tower u^djufted. 1

1

printed by God to the Family of Aaron

and Tribe of Levi. Jeroboam indeed made

Priefts who were not of the Sons of Lev'i^

and depos'd thofe who were ; and his

People generally comply'd with him, and

approv'd of this Proceeding : But He and

his People were fo far from having Au-

thority to do this, that they were both

feverely punifli'd for it. Since then thefe

Princes were Supreme^ and yet could not

give Spiritual Authority; it follows that

the Priefts and Levites had a Spiritual

Power, which they did not derive from

the Civil Power , and which they might

exercife, and at the fame time pay all due

obedience to the Civil Power.

Princes often conftitute in the fame

City two Governours at leaft as Inde-

pendent of one another, as we aflert the

Civil and Ecclefiaftical Powers to be : For

inftance, one Governour to have the fole

direction of all Military affairs, the other

to have fuch a Power in Municipal^ zs to

have Authority even over the Military

Men in Municipal matters ; nay fo far, as

for breaches of the Peace to judge and

put to death, not only common Soldiers,

but the chief Military Governour. And

by the way, he would hardly be thought

B 2 Serious,
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Serious, who fhould argue that this was

impoffible, becaufe thefe two Governours
might command the Soldiers to do con-

trary or different things at the fame time;

and becaufe the Municipal Governour
having Authority to put the Military Of-

ficers to death, muft neceffarily have Au-
thority to take away their Commiffions,

lince in Deprivation of life is included

Deprivation of all Offices whatfoever 5

and if he could takeaway, he might give

Military Commiffions, fince no greater

Power is requir'd for the one than for

the other. Barely to reprefent this Rea-
Ibning is to fhew the weaknefs of it.

Since then an Earthly Prince can ap-

point two fuch Governours : and lince

God himfelf made the Civil and Spiritual

Powers to be diftind: under the Law:
we muft conclude, that God may Subject

Chriftians both to the Civil and Ecclefiafti-

cal Powers; and confequently that it is

poffible for us to obey them both.

Secondly^ It has been fully prov'd by
others, that Chrift left a Power in his

Church to exclude notorious Offenders,

and to regulate thole Points relating to

outward Peace and Order, which are not

determin'd
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determin'd in Scripture, and yet are ne-

cefiary to be determin'd ; that he comr
miffion'd his Apoftles to Adminifter the

Sacrament, and to Teach in his Name,
and to fend others as they were fent them-
felves, to the end of the World ; and that

the Clergy have by the Law of J^afon,

as well as exprefs Scripture, a Right to

demand a fufficient Maintenance i and laft-

ly that as Chrift has made it the duty of
Some to exercife, i^o he has obliged all

Others to fubmit to, thefe Powers. It be-

ing then our duty to obey or exercife

thefe Spiritual Powers, and to be Subject

to the Civil Powers ; it follows plainly,

that we ought , and confequently that we
may obey both in their feveral order

:

becaufe it would be abfurd to imagine,

that the good God fliould require what is

impoflible to be performed.

Thirdly^ Before Princes were convert-

ed to Chriftianity, the Chriftians moft
ftrid:ly paid all due obedience to the Hea-
then Emperours, and at the fame time

juftly exercis'd the beforemention'd Ec-

clejiafltcal Powers ; which Powers were
manifeflly not deriv'd from, nor fb much
as permitted or connivd at, but prohi-

bited and puniili'd by, thofe Emperours.

Since
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Since then the Objections againft the

poffibility of obeying thefe two dillincSt

Powers won?, conclude as ftrongly againft

the poffibility of obeying them then , as

any one may fee by applying thofe Obje-
d:ions to that time j They can be of no
weight in either cafe : And iince Chri-

ftians adtually obey'd both thefe Powers,

when the Civil Power was not only

DiftincSt from, but an Enemy to, the

Ecclejiajiical Power ; It is furely not im^

poffible to obey them both now , when
the Ecclejiafitcal is favour'd by the Civil:

And Lajily^ Since, as is confefs'd by our

Adverfaries, Chriftians^/?'^«had a right to

exercife and obey this 6^ir//«^/ Authori-

ty, and the Magiftrate could not hinder

them without manifeft Injuftice, fb long

as the Publick receiv'd no Damage: It

follows, that they muft always have a

right to exercife it , unlefs the Publick

could ever receive Damage from the Chri-

ftian Religion, which cannot befupposd.
But if this could be fuppos'd , it would
not juftify the Magiftrate in hindring the

exercife of this Authority. For though
the Magiftrate be oblig'd by his Office

to promote the Publick Good^ yet it is not

all GW, but fuch as may lawfully be

obtain'd : and that could not be lawfully

obtain'd,
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obtain d , which could not be obtain'd

without prohibiting thofe Powers, which
Chrift had enjoin'd the exercife of, and
had made eflential to the Conftitutionof

his Church , and neceflary to its Prefer-

vation.

II. I am to prove more fully that we
may, by fhewing in the general, how we
may, obey both thefe Powers.

In almoft all matters, fbme things are

neceffary^ fbme convenient^ and fomQ imitf-

ferent. Some things Sive always and immu-
tably necefiary : Some that in the general

are convefiient or indifferent^ become necef-

Jary in ibme/?«r^/V«/«rcircumftances, and
in others^ inconvenient or pernicious. Again,

the fame thing may in leveral refpedis be

iteceffary^ convenient^ and indifferent. And
many things, that are every one of them
indifferent^ when conlider'd dijlributively*

and compar'd with one another, are not

io , when taken altogether ; but on the

contrary fbme one is neceff^ary^ and that

ont may want to bedetermin'd.

And thus it is in 1{eligiotts Matters. Un-
der the Lave^ It was neceffary that the

Priefts
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Priefts (hould be o^ Aarons Family, and

thofe who Minifter'd to the Priefts , of
the Tribe of /i^i^i. \t 'W2iS convenient that

the High Priefts fliould fucceed one an-

other according to proximity of Blood;

and therefore they generally did Succeed

fo : but it was fbmetimes found more con-

venient to alter this Method ; and it was ne-

ce^ary to alter it, if the next Heir had
any Blemifli. As to the Offices which
belong d to the Inferior Priefts in com-
mon, It was indifferent which of the Priefts

perform'd them, but necejfary that there

fhould be fome order obferv d. For nei-

ther could All attend at the fame time;

and thofe who did attend could not Each
of them fingly perform all the Offices

:

And therefore the Priefts were divided

into twenty four Courfes, and it was the

Cuftom for thole who attended in their

feveral Courfes to divide the Sacerdotal

Offices among them by Lot. When the

Courfes were thus fettled and the parti-

cular Offices allotted ; It became necef-

fary ^ which was before indifferent ^ for

each Prieft to attend at fuch a particular

time, and to difcharge fuch a particular

Office and no other. And as what was
in the general indifferent^ did thus be-

come neceffary : So the Preferyation of
the
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the brazen Serpent, which was at firft

convenient to continue the memory of the

Miracles wrought by it, prov d afterward

pernicious^ when the Jews paid it Idola-

trous Worfhip.

And the Cafe is the fame in the Chri-

ftian Religion. For Inftance, it is ne-

sejfary^ that Publick Worfliip (liould be

perform'd in fbme Time and Place. It is

Ibmetimes indifferent When and Where, as

before Chriftians were allow'd to have
publick Churches. But in molt cafes.

Time and Place ought to be determin'd

;

otherwife the Clergy and People would
not know how to attend one another

:

and when the determination is made by
Lawful Authority, that Time and Place

become neceffary , which were before in-

afferent.

Some of the Qualifications neceffary in

Paftors are that they be apt to teach and
to convince Gainfayers, Now Men with

the very fame Abilities may h^apt to teach

and convince in one time or place , who
would be very unfit for it in another.

As the fam.e degree of Learning may be

fufficient in Towe Times or Places, which
in others would render the Clergy de-

C fpicable
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ipicable and unable to teach or con-

vince,

Thefe things being premifed, we may
plainly fee what Power the Civil and Ec^

clejiafikal Governours have refpedtively in

Ecclejiajlical matters.

In matters purely indifferent^ fb long

and fb far as they are indifferent^ the Ma-
giftrate has an undoubted right to com-
mand and to be obey'd. For things in-

different are the proper matter of Civil

Laws.

In things which are each of them in-

different when compar'd one with another,

but yet fome one is necejiary -, The Ma-
giftrate may , for the good of the State

command fome one, and prohibit others,

but cannot prohibit all.

The Church brings the greateft advan-

tage to the State, making Men good Sub-

jects by it's DoEirinesj and by its Piety

drawing down divine BlefCngs : and the

State brings the greateft temporal advan-

tage to the Church, reflraining the Ene-
mies, and protedling the ProfefTors of

Religion.
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Religion. Therefore whatfoever is more
hurtful to the Church, than profitable to

the State, is really hurtful to the State;

and whatfoever is more hurtful to the

State than beneficial to the Church, is real-

ly inconvenient to the Church, prejudicing

it more in 6ne refpecSfc, than it advan-

tages it in another. And confequently as

the Magiftrate may unqueftionably com-
mand thofe things which are convenient^

and prohibit thofe things which are in-

convenient to Church or State : So he
may command things convenient to the

State, though they be on fome accounts

inconvenient to the Church, and prohibit

things inconve?iient to the State, though
they be on fbme accounts convenient to the

Church : becaufe even without his taking

any cognizance of them, by being really

convenient or inconvenient to the State, they

become the fame with relation to the

Church.

If the Magiftrate do by miftake prohi-

bit a thing, which is even in the prefent

circumftances really convenient for the

Church ; that thing does thereby become
inconvenient and ought to be forborn : be-

caufe it is more i?iconve?iient for the Church
that fhe fliould oppofe the Magiftrate

.

C 2 than
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than that fhe fliould n?««^fome particular

conveniencies.

If the Magiftrate prohibit a thing

which is immutably or in the prefent cir-

oimftances necefary for the Church , or

command what is aeJlruSiive ofthe Church;
He manifeftly exceeds his Commiffion

,

and ad:s without Authority : unlefs we
will fay 5 that he has Authority to a6t

contrary to Chrift's Inftitution and Com-
mand ; which he certainly has not. But
yet he has great Power even in necejfary

Matters. For he may by Laws, Rewards,
and other Methods, encourage and affift

the Ecclejiajlical Governours in doing
thofe things which are necejfary for the

Church, or punifli them for doing the

contrary, as the pious Kings of the Jews
did.

And all this is very confiftent with the

Authority of the Church. For the Power
of the Magiftrate to make and execute

fuch Laws does not prove, that the Ec-

clejiaflical Governours have no Authority

to make Laws in the fame cafes, much
lefs that they have no Authority at all.

For they not only may but mufl execute

the exprefs Laws of Scripture : and they

mufi
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1

mufl judge of and regulate thofe things

which are not determin'd in Scripture

,

and yet are neceffary to be determin'd:

And they may make Laws about thofe in-

different matters, ofwhich the Magiftrate

takes no cognizance j and they may alfo

make Laws concurrent with the Civil

Laws relating to Ecclefiaflical Matters ; be-

caufe men may be influenc'd more by
both Civil and Ecclefiaflical Laws and Pe-

nalties, than by Either ofthem fingly.

And this is no inju^ftice to the People

fubjed to both thefe Powers. For the

fame things may be convenient or necefiary

both for Church and State ; and the fame
Crimes may be Offences againft both

Church and State : and confequently both

thefe Powers may command, and judge

,

and punifli , with relation to the fame

things : As it is common to punifii Men
who riotoufly aflauit and hurt their Neigh-

bours, both for the private Injury, and for

the breach of the publick Peace.

From all which it plainly appears, that

it is very poffible for us to obey all the

rightful Commands both of the Ecclefia-

flical and Civil Powers, becaufe they can-

not at the fame time rightfully command
contrary
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contrary things: But if their commands
be contrary^ and if the Ecclejtaflical Pow-
er command what is unnecessary for the

Church, and hurtful to the State, or the

Civil, what is unneceffary for the State, and

deftruUive of the Church : then one or

other ofthem commands unlawful things,

without Authority , and without laying

any Obligation on the People.

For we are commanded to render to God^

the things that are Gods^ and to Cefar^ the

things that areCefars : But a Command to

obey \n Jome cafes is not a command to

obey in all, A Right to make Laws for

the good ofthe Church or State, is not a

Right to make Laws to the ruin of Both
or Either. An Authority to command
or prohibit indifferent things is not an
Authority to prohibit necejfary or to

commd.nd perniciotis things.

The Ecclejiaflical Governours have a

Power to command things nece^ary^ and to

prohibit things defiruSlive to the Church j

and confequently to judge what things

are fo : but not a Power to alter the na-

ture of things which are in themfelves

nece^ary or deJlruUive. For iffor inftance,

they judge that to be deJlruBive to the

Church,
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Church, which is really «ff^«ry for the

State, and not defirutlive to the Church,

it will not thereby become deflruSlive to

the Church ; And confequently a Right
in the Ecclejiaflical Governours to judge

and determine, does not, as is pretended,

oblige the People to a(St according to all

their determinations, but only their juji

determinations. And therefore if they

command things pernicious , or prohibit

things necejfary, to Church or State ; It is

readily granted, that the MagiftratS has a

Right to reftrain them.

On the other hand , the Magiftrate is

Judge of the good of the State : yet if

he determine tliat to be necejjary for the

State, which is really defiruBive to the

Church, and not necejjary ior the State, or

that to be pernicious to the State, which
is really necejfary for the Church, and not

hurtful to the State i It muft be allow'd,

his Subjects would not be bound to a6l:

according to fuch a Determination. As
in like manner , the Ctvil Power has an
unqueftionable Right to make Laws in

indifferent matters for the publick good,

and confequently to judge what matters

are indifferent : yet if thofe things be

judg'd by the Civil Power to be indifferent^

which
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which are really prohibited or enjoind

by exprels Scripture, They will not there-

by become indifferent , nor is any one

bound to obey iuch a Judgement, but the

contrary.

If therefore the Civil and Ecclefiaflical

Powers fhould command contrary things

,

every Private Man would be bound to

judge for himfelf : which ofthe Commands
was unlawful, and which ought to be o-

bey'd, and to adt accordingly: As every

Private Man is bound to judge for him-

felf of all Laws both Ecclefiafiical and

Tm/, whether they be agreeable to the Di-

vine Law. And if he judge aright, his Pri-

vate judgement will be of more force

,

than the erroneous judgement of his Go-
vernours. For his Judgement willjuftify

him in not obeying ; but theirs will nei-

ther juftify themfelves in commanding

,

nor others in doing, unlawful things.

When Difputes of this nature happen,

the cafe is ordinarily fb very notorious,

that men of common capacities may per-

ceive who is in the wrong. In the times

of Primitive Chriftianity , when the Ec-

clefiafiical and Civil Powers commanded
contrary things 5 It was eafy for Private

Chriftians
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Chriftians to know, which command was
unlawful. At the Information it was not

difficult for Private men to determine,

whether they ought to obey the Pope and
his Clergy commanding, or Proteftant

Princes prohibiting, to worftiip Images, to

pray to God in an unknown Tongue and
the like.

Indeed Men in Speculation may ftart

many nice cafes , which can hardly be
determin'd by the common People : And
if fuch fliould fometimes happen in fadt.

Private Men muft ftill judge for them-
felves ; and if they judge amifs through
invincible ignorance, God will undoubt-
edly pardon their errour. For we can-

not conclude, that Men have not a Right
to judge, becaufe they may perhaps pafs

a wrong judgment : nor argue, as our Ad-
verfaries do, that fince God hath not ap-

pointed a Judge to determine the diffe-

rences between the Civil and Ecclefiaflical

Powers, he has inftituted no fuch diftijidt

Powers ; becaufe if he had, fuch a Judge
would have been neceflary , to have di-

rected the People which of the contend-

ing Powers to obey , and to have pre-

vented the pernicious confequences ofPri-
vate Mens judging for themfelves.

D For
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For there is no necejjity offuch aJudge

:

no more than there is of a Judge to deter-

mine r^/ig/o«(f Controverfies,and to prevent

the Herelies which Private Men will fall

into, if they be left to their own Judg-
ment ; or of a Judge to decide the Di-

fputes between different Nations, and to

hinder thofe Injuries and Murders which

muft follow , ir each Nation be Judge
in its pwn caufe. But it is plain , that

in both thefe cales God has not appoint-

ed a Judge, and, therefore we muft allow

there is no necejjity of one , unlefs we
will make our felves wifer than God.

We may perhaps think it convenient^

that there fhould be fuch a fudge in all

thefe cafes : But God has not thought

fit to grant us this and many other things

which we imagine to be convenient^ and
therefore we muft acquiefce without them.

III. I am to fhew more particularly

how we may obey both thefe Powers;

and this 1 (hall do, by applying what has

been faid under the former Head to the

refpedtive Parts oi EccleJiafiicalVowQV,

And Firfl^ It is necefary^ that thofe on-

ly fhould Preach and Adminifter the Sa-

craments.
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craments, who are Ordain'd by the Fa-

thers of the Church, and that thofe on-

ly fhould be Ordain d, who have thew^-

cejfary Qualifications. But when great

numbers have all necefary Qualifications

in an equal degree i It is, as to the Church,
indifferent which ^ but necefary ^ thzt fome
ofthem be Ordain'd.

If therefore, (what, bleffed be God's

good Povidence, our Church has no rea-

fon to apprehend ) the Prince fhould

command Perfbns unordairid to execute

holy Functions , or prohibit the Fathers

of the Church to Ordain any Perfbns

whatfbever, or fufFer them to Ordain on-
ly fuchasare utterly unqualify d: We mufi

render to God, the things that are Gods,

But if the Prince Nominate one duly

qualify d for the Office of a Bifliop ; or

enjoin that thofe only be Ordain'd to ho-

ly Offices , who give afTurance of Fide-

lity to him; or out of Men already Or-
dain'd, and who have liv'd fuitably to

their holy Function, Nominate himfelf

or Authorize other Lay Patrons to No-
minate

,
particular Paftors to particular

ParilTiesi He commands what is as to the

Church indifferent^ and exercifes no other

D 2 Authority,
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Authority, than feems to have belong'd

to the Jevoijh Civil Governours ? For iVi?-

hemiah made Treafurers of holy things.

Jehojhaphat appointed Priefls and Levites

by name^ to Xeach in the Cities ofjuda^ and
to Judge mjerufalem, Solomon put Z^doh^
the Priefi in the room of Abiathar the High

Prieft. The Sanhedrim fometimes nomi-
nated the High Priefi, And the I^omans no-

minated the Hig}) Priefls mention'd in

the New Teflament. Yet no one can pre-

tend 5 that thefe Civil Governours gave
thefe Hi^i Priefls their Pontificial Autho-
rity, or that they could have nominated

any Perfbns belides the Defcendents of
Aaron,

Secondly^ For the Clergy to Officiate and
the People to join with them in publick

Worfliip, is an Affirmative duty, and
therefore neceflary^ but not in all times and

places.

If therefore it be necefary for the Ser-

vice of the State, that a particular Cler-

gyman of extraordinary Qaahfications

fliould for a time difcharge ibme parti-

cular Civil Office ; and if that Office be

not inconfiftent with the difcharge of his

Spiritual Function ; or thoi]gh it be in-

coniiftenc
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confiftent with the Perfonal and j4Flual

Difcharge of fome parts of his Spiritual

Function, yet if there be other Clergy-

men to fupply his place j The Prince has

the fame right to command fuch a Cler-

gyman to difcharge fuch a Civil Office,

as David had to appoint out of the Le-

vites many Officers and Judges ^ not only

in all bujinefs of the Lord, but alfb the Ser-

vice of the K^ng, If the Prince upon oc-

cafion fend fome of his Lay Subjects into

parts, where they cannot have outward

Communion with any Chriftian Church

;

this is no greater Authority, than was

juftly exercifed by the Jewijh Kings, and

is not properly a Prohibition but an in-

direct and temporary Hindrance of Mens
joining in publick Worfhip : In fliort

this is to command no more than Mer-
chants or other Subjedits may lawfully do
for their own private occafions.

But if the Prince command all Clergy-

men to execute fuch Civil Offices as would
wholly difable them from difcharging

their Spiritual Functions : if he fliould

not only hinder: fome Laymen from pub-

iickly communicating with the Church
for a time and on particular oceafions,

but fliould prohibit all of them to Wor-
lliip
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fhip God at any time or place : We mufi

obey God rather than Men,

Thirdly^ It is necejfary that the Church
Ihould have a Power to mahe Canons, but

not that She ftiould always exercife it.

It is necejfary that fbme Rules lliould

be made about time, and place, and
order, and about the Ordination of the

Clergy and other matters. But when ne-

ceffary things are determin d , It ceafes

to be necefary ; When all things expedi-

ent are determin'd, It ceafes to be conve-

nienty to make any farther Canons. So
when a State is well regulated with good
Laws, there may for a long time be no
occafion^ and for a much longer, no ne-

cejjity of making new Laws.

If then there (hould happen a mani'

fejiy prejenty and abfolute necejjity for the

Church to make new Conftitutions, and
the Civil Power fhould prohibit them

:

The Church cannot but have the fame

Right, which the Primitive Chriftians had

and exercis d.

But as St. Cyprian wifely refolv d to do
nothing without the confent of his Peo*

pie: fo much more is it lawful for a

Church,
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1

Church, to forbear making Canons, till

they have the Approbation of the Prince,

when there is a Determination of <?^£i;-

clefiaftical matters which are necejjary
^

and ofmoji ofwhich are expedient^ though
fome things expedient may ftill be want-

ing ; and when that Church has re-

ceiv'd and is continually receiving great

Privileges from the State ; efpecially

lince Ecclejiaflical and Civil matters are

much intermix'dj dnce Ecclejiaflical Kules
ought not to be contrary but rather con-

ducive to the Civil Good^ of which the

Prince is the beft Judge ; and fince the

Prince has himfelf ifc great an Authority

in thefe matters. For he alfb may make
Laws to promote the true Religion, the

greateft intereft of the State. He may
command both Clergy and Laity to per-

form their refpedtive J^ligious Duties.

He may reftore Purity or prohibit Cor-
ruption in Religion. He may appoint a

national HumiliatioJi or Thankfgiving

,

as being the beft Judge when the necef-

fity of the State requires them. All

which has been Ihewn to be confiftent

with the Churches Authority, and is no
more than what the Civil Governours of
the yews juftly did.

Fourthly^
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Fourthly^ The Church has an inherent

Power of excluding all notorious Of-

fenders from her Communion: and the

Execution of this Power is convenient in

the generaly but not in all Calcs. For as

in Civtl^ fo in Ecclefiaflical matters it is

fbmetimes moft convenient to relax Difci-

pline, as when Offenders are numerous

and untracStable, or for other reafbns.

And therefore as the Primitive Church

did not always exercife it with equal ri-

gour; fb though our Church has declar'd,

that {he doesmuch wifh for the Refto-

ration of Primitive Difcipline ; yet Ihe

has not hitherto thought fit pofitively to

require it, forbearing to exercife Dilci-

plme in any manner, but what is con-

liftent with the Laws of the Nation. And
this file may lawfully do : fmce the Ci-

vil Power it felf puniflies many Suis, and

leaves the Cognizance of molt others to

the Ecclefiaflical Governours.

And though it be granted, that fome

of the Offences, which now come under

the Cenfure of the Church are as much
of a Civil Nature , as thofe punifli'd by

the Magiftrate ; and that Civil Penalties

are annex d to Church Cenfures, and con-

fequently
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fequently that the Ecclejiajlical Governours

a6t by the Authority ot the Civil Power

:

yet that they ad: by that Authority only

does not follow from either of thefe Con-
ceflions. For as to the firjl^ the Church
has good right and reafon to take co^

gnizance of fuch Civil crimes, becaufe

they aWb are Sins^ and fuch Sins as are

not ordinarily punifli'd otherwife. And
as to the latter^ the Ecclejiajlical Gover-
nours ad: by the Authority of both
Church and State.

And it is lawful for Ecclejiajlical Go-
vernours to adt in thefe matters by the

Authority of the State as well as the

Church. Becaufe as the Civil Powers may
juftly enaU Laws with relation to Eccle-

jiajlical Crimes and Perfbns, fo confequent-

ly they may punijh both s and therefore

may authorize the Clergy to punijh in

their names. So Solomon thrujl out Abia-

thar from bei?ig High Priejl for Treafon

a Civil crime. And Nehe?niah chafed ^w2ly

one of the Chief Priefts for having mar-

ry'd a Stranger which was an Offence a-

gainft J^ligion. And Nehemiah alfo pro-

hibited feme pretended Priefts to eat of
the mojl holy things^ for not having kept

their Genealogy,

E But
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Bat yet, by the way, no one can from

thence conclude, that Solomon or Nehemiah

could make Priefts, or that they could

properly deprive them of their Office, tho'

they did juftly hinder them from exer^

cijing it.

For the Priefts might for feveral rea-

fbns be difabled from exercijing their Fun-

d:ions, and yet continue Priefts. As thofe

who had any blemijij were not allow'd to

offer the offerings ofthe Lord, and yet moft

certainly were Priefts; becaufe they were

permitted to eat the bread of God both the

mojl holy and the holy^ which it was lawful

only for Priefts to do.

Fifthly^ It is necejfary that the Clergy

fhouidhave ^fufficient Maintenancej It js

convenient that they fliould have a plenti-

ful one, that they may attend upon the Lord

without dtfira^iony and be examples ofCha-

rity and Hofpitality, But whatever Right
they may have, they juftly think it moft

expedient, to take thankfully that propor-

tion which is voluntarily given them by
the State or otherwi(e, how narrow fo-

cver it may be in (bme Inftances.

And this Right of the Clergy is not at

all
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all inconfiftent with the Princes Taxing
or Amercing his Subjects for the publick

good. For the Clergy have a Right to

be maintain'd by the People only out of
what is the Peoples own, not out of what
is not the Peoples but due to the Prince.

Having thus gone through, what I at

firft propos'd, and having, 'tis hop d, fliewn

that it is both pojjible and necefary to o-

bey as well the Ecclejiafiical as the Civil

Power , I (hall now briefly conclude with
fbme Inferences.

And Firfl, From hence appears the In-

juftice of charging the Clergy of this

Church, with denying the Princes Supre-

macy in Ecclefiaflical matters, and craftily

endeavouring to engrofs to themfelves all

r;W Power as well as Ecclefiaflical -. Since

we acknowledge, that the Civil Powers
have Authority, to command or prohibit

in Ecclefiaflical matters which are not ne-

cejfary^ and to oblige the Clergy as well

as others to do thofe things which are ne-

ceflary ; and confequently that they are

properly Supreme in all Ecclefiaflical things

or caufes. For there can be no things or

caufesy but what are either neceffary or not

necefary,

E 2 Some
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Some indeed contend, that much more

muft be meant by Supremacy: But the

words ofthe Statutes and Canons are, that

the ^ueen is Supreme in all Ecclejiaflical things

or caufes as well as Civil ; Which cannot

imply, that the ^een has more Autho-
rity in Ecclejiajlicals than in Civils, Since

then our Adverfaries will not allow, that

becaufe She is Supreme in Civils^ therefore

She has all Civil Power whatfbever, and
the other Branches of the Legiflature re-

ceive all their Power from Herj They
have no pretence to fay, that becaufe She
is Supreme in EccleJiaJHaals^ therefore She

has all Ecclejiaflical Power whatfbever, and

the Clergy have no Power but what they

derive from Her.

Secondly ^ From hence alfb it appears,

that the Romanifts do falfely objedt to

us, that our Ecclejiaflical Conftitution is

purely Parliamentary^ and that our Church
has no fpiritual Power but what it de-

rives from the State.

For our Church does no more re-

ceive all its SpiritualVowtv ^vom the State,

than the Priefts and Levites did from
the Jewifli Kings. It does not afcribe

any other Authority to the Civil Power,

than
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than what is in the main agreeable to

the Principles and Practices of almoftall
Chriftians, except the Roman ifts, fince

Princes have been converted to Chriftia-

nity. In fhort it is only fo far Parlta^

mentary^ as isconfiftent with its bein^ the

true Church of Chrift, and that it isfo

far and no farther, we are not afham'd

of but glory in.

Thirdly^ and Laflly^ We learn from the

whole that we are ftriditly oblig'd to obey
both the Civil and Ecclejiajitcal Powers, to

render unto Cefar the things which be Cefars^

and unto God the things which be Gods :

Since Obedience to both is pojjible and

necefary ; and it may be added , that it

is manifeftly our temporal Interefl,

And therefore let us make it our ut-

moft endeavour to ferve and fear God
,

and to obey and honour the 0ueen: and
let us humbly blefs his Holy Name, that

chiefly by his Gracious overruling Pro-

vidence, and next by Her Majefty's Care

and Favour, we are, by the Civil Power,

permitted, excited , commanded and re-

warded in exercifing and obeying thofe

neceffary Spiritual Powers, wherewith

Chrift has entrufted his Church: That
what
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what Inconveniencies we are under , are

(ought out by her Wifdom , and daily

leflTend by her Bounty : that we enjoy,

what the Primitive, the Beft of Chrifti-

ans, could not obtain for themfelves by
their. Prayers , the Privilege of leading

quiet and peaceable lives in all Godlmefs and

Honefly,

And to our Thankfgivings let us join

our Prayers, that God would by his Grace
enable all his Clergy to walk worthy

of the Holy Vocation wherewith they are

called : that he would fill her Majefties

Heart with all Chriftian and Royal Vir-

tues, and crown Her with the Increafe of
Earthly y and with the late Addition of
Eternal, Glory : and Laftly, that he would
Blefs her People with all Temporal, and
efpecialiy with ^^inV^a/ Mercies, with Na-
tional Piety , and univerfal Zeal for his

Honour, that fb he may delight to con-

tinue among us, and may tranfmit thefe

his Bleffings to our lateft Pofterity*

Now to God the Father, Son, atid Holy

Ghoji, three Perfons, and one God, be all

HonotiT and Gloryfor evermore» Amen.

FINIS,
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