


SLATER'S CODE.
Short Explanation of Slater's System

of Secret correspondence.

This is a Telegraphic Dictionary of the English
Language, in which every word is numbered.

The method of using it is by means of a variable or

Key-No., previously understood between correspondents,
and agreed to be added to or deducted from the number in

the Dictionary of the word telegraphed.

Thus a numbered "Code-Word" is telegraphed to

signify another numbered " Code-Word "
not telegraphed,

but indicated by the Key-No.

It is obvious that the meaning of a Telegraphic
Message or Written Despatch, cannot be discovered without
the Key-No.

This Code may be used for either Telegraphic or
Written Messages by different correspondents, with distinct

and individual secrecy for each, by the allotment of a separate
Key-No, to each, to be counted backwards or forwards,
and varied at pleasure ;

it is a simple but effectual system
to conceal the meaning of MSS., or Telegraphic Messages
from intrusive perusal ;

it may be made intelligible to only
one person or any number

;
it is equally useful for Political,

Commercial or Social Purposes, and used in conjunction
with existing cipher or Government Codes, it is invaluable to

Principals and Heads of Departments for the more important
Private Correspondence or Telegraphic Despatches.

This Code is not intended so much to supersede
existing Codes which may be already in use by Private
Firms or Government Offices, but rather to be employed
with them as a Master-Key-Code, affording assurance
of absolute Secrecy far beyond that of any Cipher or
One-Word-Method, of which the meaning is often dis-

covered by accident, access or frequent employment of
certain symbolic words, noticed to be followed by invariable
and similar results.

With this Code the clerk may "wire the Telegram.''
or the bearer of the letter read it openly without the

slightest clue to the meaning of the contents.
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INTRODUCTION,

ON the ist February, 1870, the telegraph system

throughout the United Kingdom passes into the

hands of the Government, who will work the

lines by Post Office officials. In other words,

those who have hitherto so judiciously and

satisfactorily managed the delivery of our sealed

letters will in future be entrusted also with the

transmission and delivery of our open letters in

the shape of telegraphic communications, which

will thus be exposed not only to the gaze of

public officials, but from the necessity of the

case must be read by them. Now in large or

small communities (particularly perhaps in the

latter) there are always to be found prying

spirits, curious as to the affairs of their neigh-

bours, which they think they can manage so

much better than the parties chiefly interested,

and proverbially inclined to gossip.

\\ith every disposition on the part of the Post

Office authorities to work the telegraphs in such

a manner as shall command the confidence of

the public, and justify them in entrusting their

dispatches to them, and this disposition cer-

tainly exists in no ordinary degree, the com-

munity will frequently have occasion to employ
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the telegraph in the transmission of messages

which they will be most anxious to forward in

such terms as shall be unintelligible to the

operators through whose hands they pass.

Already in the transmission of commercial in-

telligence it has been found absolutely necessary

to conceal the news communicated from all but

the receivers of the messages, and particularly is

this the case in the instance of submarine cables,

whilst an additional reason for the employment
of apparently unintelligible messages is found in

the charges of submarine cables, which has ren-

dered those using them alive to the fact that,

by a well-selected code, one word or figure may
be made to represent much more than it ex-

presses.

The compiler of the present vocabulary would

draw attention to the fact that by his system

messages can be communicated in a form unin-

telligible to the operator, and can be sent either

in the form of unconnected words or of series of

figures, whilst either the words or the figures can

be used in conjunction with a prearranged code.

The simplicity of the mode of using the vocabu-

lary is a great advantage which cannot fail to be

evident to those employing it, whilst the nume-
rous combinations of which the vocabulary is

capable gives those using it the means of select-

ing upwards of a million different keys, thus

effectually concealing their messages from all

but those with whom a key has been pre-arranged.
In the following pages the mode of using the
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work is illustrated, and, for a reason which will

be more evident on reading page xiv., one sen-

tence has been adopted throughout, showing how

an alteration of the system of the key will vary

the message.

The vocabulary embraces from A to Z 24000

words, in addition to which 1000 more words

have been added, expressing Christian names,

some surnames in common use, the names of

heathen deities, heroes, &c., and some geo-

graphical names, all of which are so arranged

that they may be used advantageously in code

messages. They thus afford in themselves some

clue to any error which may possibly creep into

messages during transit, for even telegraph

operators, skilful as they are, are fallible; be-

sides which earth currents at times act in such a

subtle manner during the transmission of a

message that the signals may be mis-read, and

a different value be ascribed to them by the

reader- off from that which was actually given in

as it were to the wire by the sender.

The following examples commence with a

simple form of cipher, viz., by the addition and

then by the subtraction of a pre-arranged num-

ber, afterwards by the transposition of the

numbers, then in a more complex form by the

combination of these two methods, and finally

by a variation in the series of figures, whereby it

will be seen that one and the same word in a

sentence does not by any means involve the

necessity for employing the same cipher, thus
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almost entirely preventing the possibility of a

message being deciphered by those skilful in-

vestigators who by long practice have acquired
wondrous facility in reading off messages which

the senders had hoped were concealed from all

the world but those they were intended for.

The sentence selected for illustration in the

following pages is

"The Queen is the supreme power in the

Realm."



EXAMPLES. Vii



viii EXAMPLES.



EXAMPLES. *S



X EXAMPLES.



EXAMPLES. XI



Xli EXAMPLES.



EXAMPLES. Xill



Xiv EXAMPLES.
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EXAMPLE IX.
The practical effect of the last Illustration in concealing

the meaning of a message from all who have not the Key,
is shown in the present Example by transposing the Message
itself, so that it shall read "In the Realm, the Queen is the

supreme power."

Word to be
transmitted .
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Further examples are unnecessary, as the reader will

readily see from the preceding, that a very large number of

keys, amounting to some millions in number, may be em-

ployed, besides which others can be arranged by using the

numbers at the head of the pages, folios, or sheets of four

pages, taking advantage or not of the words in each column,

which are arranged in fifties. The ingenuity of those making

use of the book may be exercised in devising these. For

further information, however, the number of words under

each letter is here subjoined:

A



NUMBERED VOCABULARY
FOR

TELEGRAPHIC USE.



I A



ABR



3 Acc



ACH



5 ADD ( 3 ) ADO



ADR



7 AFP



AGU



9 ALL



AMB ( 5 ) ANA 10



II ANA



ANO



13 APA



APP



15 ARC



ARS



17 ASS



ATA



19 AUG ( 1O )
AZU



B



4

21 BAN



BAS



23 BEE
(

12 )
BEL



BEL



25 BET



BIN



27



I



29



BRA



J I BRI



BR



33 BUN ( 17 ) HYZ



c



35 CAL ( 18 ) CAP



CAP



1O

37 CAR



10

CAT



10

39 GEL



1O

CHA
i 20

) CHA 40



11

41 CHA



11

CHI



11

43 CIN



11

CL;



45 CLO



COG



COL COM

Columnar



COM



49 COM ( 25 ) CON



CON



51 CON



CO



53 CON



CON



55 CON



c



57 COR



COU ( 2<



59 CRE



CRC



10

01 CUM
( 31 ) CZA



1O



10

63 DBA



10

DEC



65 i



DEN ( 3;



67 DE



D



1*

69 DIA



DIJ



71 DIS



DIS



73 DI



D



10

75 DON



10

]



20

77 *



EFK



79 ELO



BMP



11

8l EN



ENV



83 ERY



EVE



85 XC



EXI ( 43 ) EXP



8; EXP



F ( 44 ) FAM 88



89 FAM



FEA



9i



FIR ( 4



93 FLI



FOL ( 47 ) FOR 94

Foliage



95 FOB



FRA



97 FRU



G



99 c



GES



101 Gl



GOO



103 GRA
( 5



GR



io5 H ( 53 ) HAP



HAP



107 HAW ( 54 ) HEL



HEL



109 HU



HOM ( 55 ) HOW 1 10



1 1 1 HOW
(



I



ri3 IMB



1



ii5 IMP ( 5



INC ( 58 ) INC 1 16



117 'NO



II



119 i



INJ



121 INS



INT



123 INT



INV





joi (
6



12J K



KIN



129 L
( 65 ) LAN



:*:*

LAN



:*:*

131 LAU



:*:*

LEA



'33 L]





135



LOI



:*.

137 LUB



M (6



139 MAL
( 70 )

MAR



1



141 MAT



MED



143 MES



MIM



.11

145 MIS



MIS



147 MOL



MOR ( 74 ) MUL 148



:**

149 MUL
( 75 ) MYT



:**

N



151 NEC



NIC



:*

153 NOS



:*



155 occ



ONF



157 ORD



OUT



159



p/



-11

l6l PAR



PAT



163 I



PER
( 82 ) PER 164



165 PER



PHI
( 83 ) PIN 166



167 PIN



PLA



i69 PLU



p



POS (86) PRE

Poster



PRE



173 *RE



PRE



J7S **i ( 8



PR



177



PRO



179 PUB (
c



PUP



iSl Q



-K*

QUE ( QI ) QUO 182



183 R ( 92 ) RAN



RAN



.47

185 REA
( 93 ) REC



REG
( 94 ) REG 186



187 REG ( 9



R



189 REG
(

(



REL ( g



191 REN



REP



-40

193 KES ( 95



RET



195 REV



4:0



197 ROG (99) ROY

Roguish



RUB ( 99 )
RYT 198



199 s



50

SAL



201 SAV



SCI



>l

203 scu



51

SED
( I



205 SEP



SHJ



207 SHI ( 104 ) SHU

Shifted ...



52



:>.*

209 SIM



SKI



211 SLO



SNA



213 sc



sou



215



STA



55

217 STE
( ]



55

STR



219 SUB



55

SUM
( 1 10

) SUS 220



ftff

221 SUS ( III ) SYS



T



223 Ti



TE



225 THR



TON



227 TRA



TR



229 U ( 115 ) UNC



UNC



231 UNO



UNR



233 v



50

VE



235 v





GO

237 WAS
( 119 ) WHE



oo

WH]



239



00

WRA



01

241 AAR



01

MAR



01

243 AND ( 122 ) WIL



Ol

ACH



245 ABV ( 123 ) LEB



LEV



247 ABE



LAN



<*:*

249 ABB



o;*

HAV
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