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The TESTIMONY&Q-

itis a great Satisfaltion to us that the

moft of us join’d with many worthy

Minifters in their Affembly met on Pur-

pofe at Boflon, Fuly 7. 1743, in yielding

to the fovereign Gop thro’ CHrIST

the Glory due to his Power and Grace for:

the late extraordinary Work of mis Spirit in diverfe
Parts of the Land ; in ewakening Multitudes to a deep
Concern.about their eternal Salvation, carrying on the Con-
witdions of Sin, Righteoufnefs and Fudgment in great Num-
Lers, to the Jeriptural and charitable Marks of true Con-

werfi.n, as well as reviving the Power of Godlinefs im . :

many who were accounted the regenerate Children of God
Lefore.: -~ So we yet rejoyce that we have farther Oc-
calion to Praife him for the comtinued Evidence of the
Grace of Ghrift in.the- moft of thofe we are acqua'nted -
with, whom from the- Marks Jaid down in Scripture we
Jook’d upon to be converted, and that the Livelinefs of
"Piety remains in many.  For theft there . is alfo due a
Return of Glory to God.: and in Imitationt.of the pious
Examples of the Saints in Scripture,.we would earneftly .
call on Them,Qurfelves, and Others,to yield it to Him.
But as in the Propbets and Apoftles Days, in the later
Days of the Reformers in Europe,and in all otherTimes
of the extraordinary Influence of the Spirit of God and . -
Revival of Piety, whether of a larger or lefs Extent ;
they have been but of @ fhort Durgtion 5 the Impreflions
“ A2 - B
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on many have bsen ineff:&tual to true Converfion, their
Goodnefs has been like Epbraim’s of old, as the Morning
Cloud and earlyDew, which bave quickly pafs’d away ; yea,
the pivine SeiriT being flighted, he has withdrawa’
his Influence more than before, and given them upto a
greater Blindnefs and Hardaefs than ever ; yea the moft
flourifhing Churches in Piety have foon loft their vign-
rous Love to Chrift like the Church of Epbzfus, and
declined to fuch an hateful Lukewarmnefs of Religion,
like that of Laodicea, asto be on the Point of being
utterly reje&ted :--- Su we have in our livelyTimes been
fearful of the like D:cay and Withdraw, and gave Warn-
ing of them ; and anfwsrable to our Apprehenfions,
they feem to be awfully coming to pafs, and are to be
deeply lamented. :
And tho’ in Szafons of extraordinary Revivals, as in
the Apoftles and Reformers Days, there were many Dif-
orders and Errors among profeffing Chriltians ; and no
other cou’d be expeted amng us on the like Occafion,
which have been op:nly and repeatedly teftified againft
by many of the Friends of this Revival in diverfe Parts
of the Land : yet upon Obfervation of the feveral Char-
ches we refpsively belon to, we cannot bur alfo teftity,
- thatDiforders and Er-ors have been both multiplied and
” magnified by untriendly Reporters,much more than they
really were where there were any, but in many of our
Churches there were none atall 5 and the Work of the
Hovy Seirit in our Churches, as above deferibed, has
been grievouly mifreprefented and defamed, hisgenuine
Operations ove:looked or perverted, He hasbeen denied
of his deferved Glory for them 5 but the Infirmities and
- Corrupticns of Men, permitted of the righreous God as
~ ufual to mingle with them, hav> been reprefented as the
Work itfelf,and thza under their Name this divine Tranf-
attion awfully fer at nought, as has' 2lfu been ufual in

other Revivals, to the Reproach of the World.
Among other Abufes it has bren reprefented as if
fuch wsifcbicvous Errors as thefe wese prevailing among
g the -
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the Subjefts of this Revival in thefeCburches,viz (1)That
fan@itying Grace in a Minifter is neceffary to render the
Adminiftration of Gofpel Ordinances valid. (2) That
unconverted Minifters are uncapable to be Inftruments.
of converting People. - (3) That San&ification, [i.e. as
deferibed in the Aflembly’s fhorter Catechifm] is no
Evidence of Juftification. (4)Thatanunconverted Man
ought not to pray. [5] That Affurance is effential to
faving Faith, fo that whoever favingly believes iscertain
of it and not in Darknefs or Doubt about it. [6] That
they flight the infpired Scriptures as a perfeét Rule of
Faith and Duty. [7] That they may leave the Scrip-
tures and follow Impulfes, Dreams & Trances. And [8]
That Good Works are vilified or flighted by them,
For we can find but few in our Churches and in many
of our Churches none at all holding any of befe or any
other Familiffical T or Antinomian | Errors, which
we teftify againft, But have the Pleafure to fee them
more ftrongly belteving and more highly efteeming rke
Bible than ever ; that they only ftyle our good Works as
the Scriptures do--- filthy Rags, confider’d as a Rigbte-
oufnefs to jufify us in.the Sight of the moft holy God ;
and that the Matter of their Faith is the fame as they
have been all along inftru&ted in from the Scripture

Truths laid down in the Wefiminfer Affembly’s fhorter
Catechifm; which has been generally receiv’d & taught
in the Churches of New-England from it’s firft Publica-

+ Familiftical--- From a Sect who called themfelves the Family
ZLow : which denied theScripture to be aRule of Faith and
ife, and that there is any Hell or Heaven but inus ; and -
held that the Regenerate do not Sin, and that Grace within -
them is CHRIST himfelf &c. ’
" Y Antinomian --- i.e. Againf} the Law --- a Seft who deny the
moral Law to be a Rule of Life to Believers; and hold
i!uﬁiﬁcation from Eternity, that GOD fees no Sin in his
eople, nor affliGts them for it, that Believers muft not ook
at Grace within them or take any Comfort from the Evi-
dence of 1t, and that San&ification is no Evidence of Jufti-
fication &c, '

tion .



tion for about thefe Hundred Years : which is therefore - -

the Syfem of Scripture Doctrine moft generally and
clearly declarative of #be Faith of the New-England
Cburcbes ; which Do&rines are very dear to tbe Subjess
of this Revival in our own, being made more dear
the happy Experience of their Power and Influence ; and
we with were as dear to thofe who equally reproach their
Perfons as their Creeds and Confeflions of the glorious
Truths of the Gofpel : and wbich excellent Confeffions we
are grieved to fee even Publickly reviled among us.
And as the Encouragers of tbis Revival,among whom
we apprehend Ourfelvesincluded, are injurioufly charged
with departing from the ancient Faith of thefeChurches ;
- and as Gop in his Word requires us to make a publick
Profeffion of our Faith, and set the World know that we
bold it faft consimually ; as this is the Duty, Right and
Liberty of every Chriftian, efpecially of every Minifter s
and we conceive no Seafon can be more fuitable than
when we enter the Minifiry, or are after réprefinted as
Erroneous, or when there are Fealoufies among the Peo-
ple that many Minifters have left the ancient Faith ; as a
meer Profeffion of our Faith in CurisT in general is no
Declaration of what we really believe, inafmuch as fome
who profefs Him believe Him not to be GOD, others
not to be Man, fome_that He is only GOD, fome that
He is only Man, and it may be fome that HE was only
.ameer Apparition ; * yea as a late noted Writer 1 has
in"his own Example (hown us, that a meer Profcfiom of
our Belief of THe ScripTURE is no Declaration of our
real Belief at all, inafmuch as we may believe it nof to

be a real Hiftory, bus a meer Allegory :  Therefore we

cannot but judge that every Cbriftian, and efpecially
every Minifter, ought honeftly and openly to make fuch
a definitive Profeffion of their Faith in CHrisT and the

ScrIPTURE, as the World may know what they really -

mean or would be underftood to mean thereby. And

* As the Municheos and Marcjenites.  + Waolfign. T

&

A
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as our Fatbers made a publick Confeffion of their Faith in
their Day, and recommended it to us their Pofterity ; .
we cannot but judge Ourfelves as Now called both by
God and Man, and even obliged by Thofe who write
and fpeak againft us, to make fuch a Publick Profefion
of our own Faith totheWorld : and in particular openly
and freely 1o DECLARE, that we bave not departed from
tbe ancient Faith of thefe Churches ; but beartily adbere
#o the fame ; and look upon the faid Weiminfler Affem-
bly’s fborter Catechifm and the famous Confeffion of Faitb
agreed on by our vencrable Syned of 1680 (which Con-
felfion for the refrething ourMemory we have diligently
read over at this Meeting) as moft valuable Summaries
of Chriftian Do&rine, excellently exprefling the Mind
and Will of Gob as reveal’d in the Holy Scriptures the
only infallible Rule of Faith and Practice : and which
Confeffion we with to be reprinted and difperfed fpeedily
for the publick Benefit, and would earneftly recommend
both to Preachers and Peaple, both of this and future
Generations. '

‘We cannot but alfo obferve that the principal Means
of 2be late Revival were the more than ordinary preaching
up fuch Scripture and mof# important Do&rines as thele—
viz. The All-fecing Eye, Purity, Juftice, Truth, Power,
Majefty and Sovercignty of God : the Spirituality, Ho-
linefs; Extent and Strictnefs of his Law : our original

* Sin, Guilt, Depravity and Corruption by the Fall ; in-
cluding a miferable Ignorance ot God & Enmity againft
Him, our predominant and conftant Bent to Sin and
Creatures above Him, our Impotence and Averfion to
return to Him : our innumerable and heinous actual
Offences ; and.thereby our horrid aggravated Guilt Pol- -
Jution and Odioufnefs in his Eycs:gilis dreadful and
efficacious Wrath and Curfe upon us : the Neceffity that
his Law fhould he fulfilled, his Juftice fatisfied,the [Ho-
nour of - his Holinefs, Authority and Truth maintained
in his Conduét towards us ; our utter Impotence to
help our felves ; and our continual Hazard of being

fent
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fent into endlefs Mifery ¢ the aftonithingDifplays of the
abfolute Wifdom and Grace of Gob in contriving and
providing for our Redemption: the Divinity, Media-
tion, perfect Holinefs, Qbedience, Sacrifice, Merits, |
Satisfaction,Purchafe andGrace of CHRrisT : the Nature
andNeceffity of Regeneration to the holyImage of Gop
by the fupernatural Operation of the p1vINE SPIRIT ;
with the various,Paits of his Office in enlightening our
Minds, awakening our Confcierces, wounding, break-
ing, humbling, fubduing and changing our Hearts, in-
~ fufing his faving Graces, exciting and helping us in the

Exercife of them, and in all Obedience, witnefling with
our Spirits that we are the Children ‘of God, and raifing
his Confolations and Joys inus : the Difference between
his faving Graces and meerly moral- Virtues without
Santification, whereby Multitudes are deceived to their
eternal Ruin : In fpecial, the Nature and Neceffity of
receiving Chrift, fo as to be aGtually united to Him and
have intire and everlafting Intereft in Him ; to be forth-
with juftified by his' imputed ‘Righteoufnefs, adopted
into the Number of the Children of God, intitled to all
their Priviledges affured in the Covenaqt-of Grace, have -
CHRisT as dur mediatorial and vital Head of all Good,
with his conftant dwelling & acting by hisSpiritin us :
and then in continual A&s of Faith deriving from Him
freth Supplies of fpiritual Livelinefs & Comfort, asalfo
Lightand Strength for every Duty and to carry on our
San¢ification : theNature of Gofpel Obedience & Holi-
nefs, and theirNeceffity,not asthe Matter of ourJuftifi-
cation, but as the Fruit and Evidence of juftifyingFaith,
and to glorify Gop and enjoy. Him the principal End
both of our Creation and Redemption : and laftly, the
Sovereignty of the Grace of God in this whole Tran{-
action, from its Qriginal in the Decree of Election to its
Confummation in Glory.

And as the more than ordinary Preaching up thefe great

Truths of reveal’d Religion and expenmental Plety,

being the fame which were fo fuccelstully preached by
- the
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the firft found and picus Fatbers of New England, have
been the principal Means of the late Revival ; we are
forry to fee, that under the Name of New Light, many
of the Preacbers of thefe moft important Truths, and
efpecially thofe which concern the Office and Operation
of the Spir1T of Grace in bringing loft and perithing
Souls to Chrift, are by many run down and rnidicul’d 3
as thofe our pious Forefatbers were in their Day, under
the fame or alike reproachful Terms, by many on the
other Side of the Water ; and rbey who Preach the fame
Truths of the Gofpel and experimental Piety as thofe
great Divines, Hooker, Cotton, Shepard, Goodwin,Owen,
Flavel, the Maibers, Willard, Stoddard, are reprefented
by fome as New Light, Entbufiaflical or Antinomian
Preachers : whereby the awful Danger grows of banith-
ing even theFaith of the gloriousOffice of THAT D1VINE
AcenT in the Work of Convi¢tion,Converfion, San¢ti-
fication and Comfort, firft out of our Pulpits, and then
out of the Land. Yea, to fo deplorable a Pafs have
fome Traducers of this Revival brought us, that if any
of the young Generation begin to leave off theirCurfing,
Swearing, immoderate Drinking,obfceneDifcourfe,grow
concern’d for their Souls,and repair to the Word ; they
are immediately branded and vilified by their vainCom-
panions with the Name of New- Lights, and Efforts are
made to laugh them out of their ferious Concern for
their Souls and Eternity ; which we fear has been the
ruinous Cafe of many.

In fuch an awful Scituation of Things as this, we
cannot but apprehend that the Divine HeaDp of the
Church now loudly calls #s, and a// others who ferioufly
believe & are deeply concerned for thofe great Trutbs of
tbeGofpel as colleCted in the abovefaid Catechifm & Con-
Jelfion of Faith,with the Intereft of vital Piety ; --- with-
out impofing in the lealt on Others, or affuming any Au-~
thority over theConfcience of any, which we utterly abhor
as direcly contrary to the veryNature of Religion itfelf ;

=~ D0 unite our Kefolutions & Endeavours, by all proper
Mcans
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Means confiftent withLiberty of Confcience,to matntain,
encourage and promote tbe fame.

And as in the dofZrinal Truths of theGofpel, the New
England Churches have always happily agrecd with the
reformed and renowned Church of Scotland ; we cannot
but on this Occafion teftify our high and hearty Appro-
bation of the dorinal Part of that excellent & famous

_Acr of their General Aflembly concerning Preaching
made in 1736 ; which is as follows--- ‘

¢ VII. ACT concerning Preaching.

¢ Edinburgh, May 21. 1736. Sefl. 8.

"THE General Affembdly being moved with Zeal for
¢ the Honour of God and our Lord Fefus Chrift,
€ efpecially at a Time when the Chriftian Revelation is
¢ openly impugned, and Infidelity,Deifrr, and other Errors
¢ do [o much prevail : They do bereby recommend to all
¢ Minifters and Preachers, ferioufly to confider & obferve
¢ the Direflory of this Eburch eoncerning the Preacbing of
' theWordywhicbis approven by theGeneral dffembly 1 64.5:
¢ And in particular, that they be careful to warn their
¢ Hearers againfp amy Fhbing tending to Atheifm, (1)
¢ Deifm (2), Arianifm(‘3), Socinianifm (4), Arminia-
¢ nifm (5), Bourignianifm ¢6), Popery (7), Superftition
¢ (8),Antinomianifin(9),||or any otherErrors : & tbat in
¢ theirSermons they infi frequently upon theTruth, Neceffity
¢ and Excellency of fapernatural Revelation 5 the fupreme
¢ Deity of tbe Son €& HoLyGHost as wel] as of theF a-
¢ THER 3 tegether with the Onenefs of theGopHEAD,0ur
¢ finful and loft Eftate by Nature, the Neceffity of fuper-
¢ naturalGrace,and of Faith intbeRighteoufnefs of Chrif,
¢ without which the beft Works cannot pleafe God : and
¢ that they make it the great Scope of their Sermoms,to lead
¢ Sinners from a Covenantof Works to aCovenant of
¢ Grace for Life and Salvation, and from Sin and Self to
¢ precious CHRIST,

I See the £xplioation of thefe Terms in the APPENDIJ; .
. ! R
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£ And the General Affembly recommends 1o all .who
¢ Preach the Gofpel, when they bandle the Dollrines of
¢ God’s redeeming Louve, and of bis free Grace in the
¢ Fupification and Salvation.of Sinners, the Blefings of
& the Redeemer’s Purchafe, ard Priviledges of tbe ngw
¢ and better Covenant + to fudy 1o manage thefe Subjefis,
¢ [0 as to lead their Hearers to an Abborence of Sin, the
¢ Love of God and our Neighbours, and the Prailice. of
¢ wmver(al Holinefs 5 [ceing it is.one great End of pae
# Goypel, 10 deftroy the Works of the Devil, and to teach
$ Men to itve fooerly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent
S World. Upon which Account, it is incumbent 9n all. who
< preach the Gofpel, to infift not only on the Neceflity and
¢ Excellency of Faith in Fefus Chrift for Satuation, .but
¢ alfo upon the Neccffity of Repentance for Sin, and Refor-
“ mation frgm it 5 and 1o prefs the Praflice of ali moral
© Duties, both with refpef to the firf} and jecond Table of
¢ tbe Law, as indifpenfably neceffary, in Qbedience to
* God’s Command, ta teftify our Gratitude to Him, .to
¢ evidence the fincerity of our Faith, and for the Bencfit of
< bumane Society, the adorning ihe Prof:[isn of Religion, *
f and making us mest for erernal Life, [fecing without
% Holinefs no Man can fee the Lord.
¢ And the dffembly do ferioufly recommend to all Minj-
< fters and Preachers of the Gofpel, that in prefing moral
¢ . Duties, or Obedience to the Law, they fhew the Nature
¢ ‘and Excellency of Gofpel Holinefs, and enforce Confor-
& mity to the moral Law both in Heart and Life, not frop
.8 Principles of Reafon only, lut alfo and more efpecially
s df __R@;cjgtiq;;. And, in order to attain thereto, it is
. ¢ neceffagy 1o fhew Men the Corruption and Depravity of
¢ ‘bumane Nature by their Fall in Adam, their natural
- Impotence for and Averfiondo what is fpiritually Good 5 .
¢ and to lea'!((bm- 20 the true apd only Source of all Grace
£ and Holinefs, vjz” . Union with Curist, &y the Holy
$ Spir1T’S working, ,Faith’jn us, and rerewing us more
¢ and more after the Image of God : And to let their
f Hearers know that they muft firt be grafted ing
2 TR, A ARSI
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¢ Chrift as their Root, before their Fruit can be Javoury
¢ unto Gad  that they muft bave a new Principle to ani-
¢ mate, and a new End to dire? them before their Aftions
¢ become gracious and acceptable in the Sight of God :
¢ And that they teach them tbe Neceffity of living by Faith
¢ on the Son of Gad, in a conflant Looking to and Depen-
¢ dance on Him, as the great, Author of all gracious In-
¢ flaences, for thePerformance of evsryDaty : Andwithal,
- ¢ that after their beft Performances and Attainments, they
© muft count them but Lofs and Dung in Point of Fustifi-
¢ cation before God ; and make it their great Defire only
¢ 10 be found in'Cbrist and bis Righteoufnefs.

¢ snd that Minifters, in the Application of their Ser-
¢ mons, do endeavour rightly to divide the Word of Truth,
¢ Jpeaking distinflly to fuch various Cafes of the Converted
¢ and Unconverted, as arife natively from the Subjefls
¢ they bave been bandling : And that in the whole of their
¢ Difcourfes, they take care to fuit themfelves to the Capa-
¢ city of their Fearers, as to Matter, Method and Ex-
¢ preffion, and to the prevailing Sins of the Time andPlace,
 with all prudent and zealous Freedom and Plainnefs : As
¢ alfo that they make Gofpel Subjelts their main Theme
¢ .and Swudy, and prefs with all Earnefines tbe Praélice
¢ of moral Duties in & Gofpel Manner : And that they
S forbear delrvermng any Tbing in Publick that may tend
¢ more to Amufement than Edification 3 and beware of
¢ bringing into their Sermons and publick Difcourfes
¢ Matters of doubiful Difputation, which tend to gender
& Striferatber than to promote the Edification of Christians,
£ And the Affembly exbort all to Study to maintain the
& Unity ot the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. . ’

¢ snd finally, the General Affembly recommends to all
% Profeffors of Divinity, fo ufe their best Endeavours to
"¢ bave theStudents under their Care, well acquainted with
¢ the true Method of Preaching th: Gofpel, as above di-
¢ yested : And that Prefbyterics at their privy Cenfure
© Jnguire concerning the Obfervation of this /8. :
‘ . Thus far that excellent A ¢ 7.

kove - .-

s
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And as we are perfwaded tbis Sort of Preacbing is
agreable to the main Defign and Spirit of the Gofpel ;
we cannot but apprehend 1bis to be the moft feafonable
Time to recommend it, as the moft likely way of guard-
ing from all Kinds of Errors and Extreams on the Left
Hand and Right ; in particular the Socinian, Antinomian,
and Arminian 5 and of preferving bothTruth and Piety
with us ; and earneftly wifh that thofe great Gofpel
Truths, and this evangelical Way of Preacbing were uni-
verfally encouraged and promoted both byMinifters and
People.

And as thefe are our ferious Sentiments, Refolutions
-and Defires, as to the Doélrines of the Gofpel ; we wou’d
freely & earneftly invite a// other Minifiers, who beartily
approve them, to unite with us in expreffing their Appro-
bation of the fame, both Thofe who are in the [ame Ap-
prebenfion with us in the /ate Revival and Thofe who are
not 5 together with sheir Refolutions by ‘the Grace of
God to maintain and promote the faid importantTruths
and Power of Godlinefs.

%~ Upon the whole ; as in all that has been faid, we are
far from impofing our Sentiments on others, as if we.
intended to exclude them from our Communion or Cha-
rity ; o 'we are equally grieved to find fome endeavour-
ing to pérvert our Defign, as if we aim’d at making
#2ew Creeds or Tefls of Communion, and others fuffer-
ing themfelves to be impos’d upon by fuch an Abufe,
which we truft they wilk be delivered from by this De-
claration. And as we apprehend,thisLand is yet blefs’d .
avith as excellent a Minifiry, forLearning,Soundnefs and

Piety in general as any on Earth ; we have Reafon to
fear there are growndlefs Separations from fome, very
offenfive to Chrift, difhonoutable‘ to his holy Religion
and its Jate Revival amongus: And we earneftly with
that all of every Party would with Self- Jealoufy fearch
their Hearts and Ways, humble themfelves, ‘turn to the

“Lord, and do their utmof¥ to remove this’ and every
©ther Scandal,  We would alfo earnettly beg the dear

S AN .~ People

-
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People of God, to-beware of Separation and Alienation
,from Minifers‘as if they were not pious or orthodox meer-
ly becaulé'they are not in the fame Sentiments with us
,in Refpect to the late Reyival, or fee not Light to join
with us in this Declaration ; but exercifeCharity towards
them, yjtbout Prtjudicq hear them, and bear with their
different "Sentiments about thofe * Matters, as every -
" Chriftian ‘ought, for the Honour of Chrift and his
Religion, And with Regard to fuch Minifers, we
“here take Occafion to declare our felves ready to join
with them ip any juft Meafures which may have a pro-
bable Tendency to promote the Kingdom of God our
Saviour. R :

We conclude with Recommending the following
Texts of Scripture to thie ferious Confideration both of
Minifters and’ People on this Occaflion. B

Heb. x. 23. Let us hold faft the Profeffim of our Faith
without wavering. ' ‘ o
 Rev. iii. 3,'11. Remember therefore how thou bafl received
gnd beard, and kold faft, and repent : Behold 1 come quickly !
bold that faft which thou baft, thatno Men take thy Crown. .
" Col. iii. 12---14. Put on Bowels of Mercies, Kindnefs, Hum-

Blenefs of Mind, Mecknefs, Long-fuffering ; forbearing one
“another,” and forgiving one another : If any Man bave a Quar-
rel againft any 3 even as CHRIST forgave you, fo alfo do ye :
And above al} Things, put tn Charity, wbhich is the Bond of
Pofelinefs. ~ 7 o

1 Pet. iii. 8,9. Be yeall of one Mind, having Compaffion
ome of another 3~ Love as Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous :
pot rendring Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing ; but con-
trariwife, Bleffing. ‘ .
© Mat. v. 444 45- Love your Enemies, blefs them that curfe

g, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that
" defpitefully ufe you and perfecuté you 5 that you may be the
Children of your FATHER ‘which is in Heaven.
2 Pet. iii. 17, 18. Ye therefore Reloved, fecing ye know
thefe Things before, beware left ye alfo being led away with
the Error of the Wicked, fall Sfrom your"own Stedfaftnefs :
But grow m Grace and in the Knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus CurisT: To Him be Glary both now and
. }far every AMEN. S o
B Pyforg
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- Paflors --- of -- Churches. -
John White, ----mem firlt in Glocefer.
Thomas Prince, South in Bofion. -
John Webb, New North in Boffon.
John Rogers, Fun.  fecond in Kittery.
Joﬂma Gee, North in Boften.
James' Biyley, fecond in Weymouth.
Nathan4tl Leonard, firft in Plimoush.
Nathanaé! kogers, firft in Ipfwich.
John Owen, 1t thGroton Conneticut
William Hobby," firflt in Reading.
Jonathan Parker, fitft in Plimpton.
Jedidiah Jewet, ﬁrﬁ .in Rowley.
John Cotton, in Hallj fax
Phincas Hemenway, in Townfbend,

Daniel Blifs,

John Porter,
Jonathan Ellis,
Jofiah Crocker,
John Rogers, tertius.
Silvanus Conant,

firft in Concord.
fourth in-Bridgewater,
fecond in Plimoutb.
firtt in Taunton.

fourth in Glocefier.

firft in Middleborougb

WE whofe Names are underwritten bavmg perufed

the above TESTIMONY ;

Do heartily” approve

and recommend the fame,

Paftoys —eeee- ‘of
Othniel Campbell,
John Shaw,

David Goddard, .
Ivory Hovey,

Churches.
fecond in Piimpton. )
fecond in Bridgewater.
firft in Lm'e)?er
fecond i in Rocbefier.

PR,

-Rom, i. 16. For 1am not afsamed of theGofpel of Cur1sT :
For it is the Power of Gop wnto Sakvation 10 every ome that
believeth.

SVREFFSIAGTOLIAHLSUOSATSOGO
' APPENDIX



S Divines, as well as Teacbers in all other Sciences,
in order to 2 more comprebenfive Way of fpeak-
ing and writing,are obliged frequently to ufc manyTerms
which comprehend Many Ideas that are ‘commonly
known among them ; and .as the General Affembly of
the Church of ScorrLanp have accordingly made ufe of
feveral fuch in THEIR AcT above-recited : it is at the
Defire of the Minifters who bear this Teftimany, that
for the Information of the Peeple in general, there is
here added fome Explication of feveral Terms therein
exprefled ; and this in Order as they lie in THE AcT,
as follows---- : - '

(r) A?ngifm --- From Atbeifls : who deny the Being or Per~
fe&ions of Gop, or his Creation or Providence.
(2) Deifm~-- FromDeifls : who tho” they believe theDExTY,
yet deny the BIBLE to be given by divine Infpiration.
(3) Arianifm--- From Ariusan Egyptian : who denied the
. -Divine WoRrD and SPiRIT to be of the fame-Nature,
. Subftance or Effence with the FATHER, and, held the
Divine So~ and SpIRIT to be created Beings.
(4) Socinianifm---From Socinus anltalian : who denied Gob’s
Oamnifciency, the Deity of the Son and HoLy GHosT,
original Sin, Election, the Satisfation of CHRIST,. the
Imputation” of his Righteoufnefs te our Juftification, the
Operation of the HoLy SPIRIT in our Regeneration ; and
.held that we muft believe nothing but what our fhallow and
depraved Reafon comprebends, &c. -
(5) Arminianifm --- From Arminius a Dutchman ; - A Syfem
which holds . A
I. That the Wil of Gop to fave fuch as believe and per/fe-
werein Faith and Qbedience is the whole Decree of - Electios
to Salvation : that there is one Ele@ion to Faith, another
to Salvation ; fo that EleCtion to juffifjing Faith may be
without peremptory Elc&ion to Salvation :  that the geod
Pleafure and Purpofe of Gon whereof the Scripture makes-
mention in theDo&rine of Election,doth not confift hesein,, .
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that Gop did ele® fome certain Men rather than others 3
but in this, that Gop from among all poffible Conditions;
did chufe as a Condition to Salvation, the 42 of Faith in it
felf ignoble, and the imperfect Obedience of Faith, and wag
gracioudly pleas’d to tepute it for perfest Obedience, and ac-
count it worthy of the Reward of everlafting Life : That
peremptory Election of fingular Perfons is made by Rea-
fon of forefeen perfevering Faith, Repentance, Sanflity, and
Gladlinefs : that fome who were elefted may and do for ever
perifh : and that in this Life there is no Fiuit, no Senfe,
no Certainty of immutable Eletion unto Glory.

11. That Gop the FATHER ordain’d his Son to the Deathy
of the Crofs, without any certain & determinate Courfel of
faving any particular Man exprefly : That CrisT by his
Satisfa&tion did not certainly merit for any Man Su/vation
and Faith 5 but only purchafed to his FATHER a Poweror
plenary Good-will of treating a new with Mankind, and of
prefcribing them what new Conditions he pleafed, the Per-
formance of which Conditions fhould depend on Aan’s
Sree Will ; and that therefore it miight fall out that either
no Man or every Man might fulfill them : That the New
Covenant of Grace which Gop the FATHER, by the Me-
diation of CHR1571’s Death, made with Men, doth not
confift herein, viz. that we are juftified before Gop ard
faved by Faith, as it apprehends the Merit of CHRIST §
but herein, viz. that the Exaltion of perfect legalObedience
being abrogated, Gop reputes Faith sifelf and the imperfeit
Obedsence of Faith for perfect Obedience of the Law, and
gracioufly thinks it worthy of the Reward of eternal Life ;
That all Men are received into the State of Reconciliation
and Grace of the Covenant ; fo that no Body fhall be cons
demn’d for Original 8in, norip Refpe& of it be liable to
Death or Damnation, but atg all acquitted from the Guile

". of that Sin : . And whereas fome, rather than others, are
made Partakers of Forgivenefs of Sins and Life eternal ;
that this Diverfity depends on their own Free-Will applying
Itfelf to Grace indifferently offered, but not upon the fine
gitlar Gift of Mercy effe@ually working i them rather than
dthers, that they may apply this Grace unto themfelves.

H1. That Original Sin is not of itfelf fufficient for the con-
demning all Mankind, or deferving temporal and eterhal

Punifhment : ‘That #he Will of Man was hever cortupted,
but only encumbered bycthe Darknefs of the Underflanding
. and
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and Unrulinefs-of the Afeitions : That an unregenerate Man
As not properly, nor totally dead in Sins, nor deftitute of alt
Strength teading to fpiritual Good ; but is able to hunger
and thirft after Righteoufnefs or everlatting Life, and ta
offcr the Sacrifice of an humble and contrite Heart, even
fuch as is acceptable toGop : and that a corrupt and natural
Moan can fo rightly ufe the Light of Nature, or thofe Gifts
which are left in him after the Fall; that by the good Ufe
thereof. he may attain to faving Grace and by Degrees at
length” Salvation it felf. _ ’
IV. That:in true Conyerfion there cannot be infufed by Gon
any new Qualities, Habits or Gifts into the #ill of Man;
and fo that Fajth by which we are firft converted and from
which we are ftyled Faithful, is not any Quality or Gift
infufed by Gop, but only an A& of Man : That the Grace
whereby we are converted to - Gobp, is nothing elfe but a
entle Inducement perform’d by fuafory Motives : That no.
éaufe can be alledged why even fuch moral Grace alone .
fhould not of natural Men male fpiritual : That Gop doth
pot produce the Confent of our Will otherwife than byWay
of moral Suafion: That'Gop in regenerating a Man,
doth not employ that omnjpotent gtrcngth, whereby
he may powerfully and infallibly bow and bend his Will to
Faith and Converfion : and that in Converfion, Grace does
not in order of Caufality go before the A&ion of the Will;
i. e. that Gop doth not effetually help Man’s Will unto
Coaverfion before the Will of Man moveth and determin-
eth or fettleth it felf theréto. L
V. That the Perfeveranceof the Faithful is not-an Effeé of
"Ele&ion, or any Gift of Gop purchafed by the :Death of
Curist ; but a Condition of the New Covenant, which is
to be perform’d on AMan's by bis ewn Free-will before
Yis pergmptory EleStion andJuftification : That the Rege-
erate may not only totally’and finally fall from juftifying
‘Faith, as alfy from Grace and Salvation ; but that they da
frequently fall from all Thefe and perifh eternally < That
#1d ‘Ceriainty of future Purfeverance can be had in this Life,
without fpectal Revelation : That the Doétrine maintairirig,
‘Affarance of Perfeverance and of Salvation, is of its own
4 lature a foft Pillow for the Flefh, and hurtful to Godlinefs;
$nod Manners, Praying, and other holy Courfes ; and con-
Yasjwife,” that ’tis a very comgx'cnd’aﬁle Thing to be doubt~:
}tl of fuch Perfeyerance : Fhat the Faith of thofe th; bes -
ST g . L L I KCV’ L
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{ieve but for a Seafon, differs not from juftifying and faving
Faith, but only in Refpect of Comtinuance : That ’tis not
abfurd that a Man fhould lofe his fir# Regeneration, and be
again and again Regenerate ; and thatCHRIST never prayed
for Believers infallible Perfeverance.

This is a Summary of the Arminian Errors defcribed,con-
demned and refuted by the venerable and famous Syned of
Dort in 1619. as contrary to the HoLy ScRIPTURES, 23
well as the Doétrine of the Reformed Churches.

See Afta Synodi.
(6) Bourignonifm --- From Bourignon a popifh enthufiaftical
Woman of Flanders : ---who hkeld that Gop has madeMan's
Will independent on Himfelf, thae this is Man’s principal
Refemblance to Gop, and that Gop is ignorant of future
humane Aéions ; that CHRIsT had a Rebellion in his Na-
ture and Will againft the Will of Gop ; that Gop cannot
fave by the Merits of another ; that the Innocent cannot
fuffer for the Guilty, that our LorD’s Body could not
fuffer for the great Crimes of fo many Perfons ; that ’tis a
Falthood to think CurisT fully fatisfied for us, and an Er-
ror to expeét Salvation fully from his Merits ; thatCHRri1sT
fubje@ting Himfelf'to Sufferings and becoming obedient unto
Death, was not the Price of our Redemption, but to give
us an Example of Mecknefs and Patience under ourTrials ;
that a meritorioys Addition of our Repentance, Mortifica-
tion and goodWorks, is neceflary to purchafe ourSalvation ;
that the Do&rine of the TRINITY is an Error ; that there
is no vindictive Juftice in the divine Nature ; that Prayer
and hearing Sermons are needlefs to Salvation ; that Gop
has no eternal Decrees ; that Man may be in a graciousState.
énd yet apoftatize and perifh ; and that her Writings aie
given by divine InfpirationgWnd are new boly Seriptures,
And yet with all thefe horrible Errors fhe profefs’d to believe
the Bible, © Sec Blackwell’sRatioSacra.
(7) Popery --i. e. r-the Popifh Religion, held and enjoined
" by the Pogpe of Rome : comprehending the Worfhip of
Angels, depaited Saints, Relicks, Images and Croffes ; the
- Do&rine of Juftification by Works ; of Saints deferving of
God,for-them(elves and others,by giving or doing more than
he commands them, calledWorks of Supererogation ; as alfo
Tranfubftgntiation, Purgatory, Prayers for the Dead,and
Prayers in an unknown Tongue 8¢ : denying the Bible
Jo be the only Rule of Faith, Lifcand Worfhip ; and deny-
: ' - ing
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ing the Laity the Liberty to read the Bible,- and of
judging for Themfelves in Matters of Religion : main-
«ining that the Pzpe is Head and Lord of the univerfal
Church, and has the Power of appoiating what deggafed
Naints thall be pray’d to &c ; that there is no other Church
or Minifters of CHRIST but theirs on Earth ; that ther
Clerzy have the Power of forgiving the Sins of the Living,
and of praying the Souls of the Dead out of Purgatory ;
“that they have alfo the Power over the Faith, Worfhip and
Confciences of all Men, and to perfecute all who feparate
fiom them or difowa their religious Praflices or Do&rines ;
that they may do any Thing to promote their Religion ;
and that they ben’t oblig’d to keep any Faith with Pro-
tctants, or any others whom they call Hereticks &c.

(N Swtorfition -~ is the adding any thing to religious Worfhip
which Gop does not require. B

(> Antinomianifm-- See the marginal Note in Page .

o'.‘

. C rretlions.
P:ge 6, in the Margin, Read --- Aanichees.
=, Line 4 from theBottom,Read--- fhould be fulfilled.

o .
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