Cisco IOS Image Naming Convention

Cisco Systems and other vendors who use Cisco IOS on routers, switches, and boards use a well-defined convention for naming software images. The convention identifies the platform or board for which the binary software is built, the package feature content of the image, and the area of memory used by the image at run-time. The image name follows a three part format, where:
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Cisco IOS Image Platforms (PPPP) Definition Identifiers
	as5200
	5200

	cpa25
	CiscoPro 2500

	c1600
	1600

	c2500
	25xx,3xxx,5100, AO (11.2 and later only)

	c2600
	2600 Quake

	c2900
	2910, 2950

	c3620
	3620

	c5rsfc
	Catalyst 5000 series

	c7000
	7000,7010 (11.2 and later only)

	c7200
	7200

	gs7
	Gateway server (7000,7010)

	gsr
	Gigabit Switch Router (12000)

	ls1010
	LightStream 1010

	ubr920
	Universal Broadband Router 920

	xx
	4000

	Igsetx
	2500 (media specific image that supports only Ethernet, token ring, and x.25)


Cisco IOS Image Feature Definition (FFFF) Feature Set Identifiers
	a 
	APPN

	b 
	AppleTalk

	Boot
	 boot image

	c 
	CommServer lite (CiscoPro)

	d2
	Reduced Desktop subset (SNMP, IP, IPX, ATALK, ARAP)

	e
	IPeXchange (prior to 11.3) StarPipes DB2 Access – Enables Cisco IOS to act as a “gateway” to all IBM DB2 products for downstream clients/servers in 11.3T

	f
	FRAD subset (SNMP, FR, PPP, SDLLC, STUN)

	g
	ISDN subset (SNMP, IP, Bridging, ISDN, PPP, IPX, AppleTalk)

	h
	For Malibu(2910), 8021D, switch functions, IP Host

	i (not used for low end routers)

	i
	IP subset (SNMP, IP, Bridging, WAN, Remote Node, Terminal Services)

	j
	enterprise subset (formerly bpx, includes protocol translation) *** not used until 10.3 ***

	k
	kitchen sink (enterprise for high-end) (same as bx) (Not used after 10.3)

	l
	IPeXchange IPX, static routing, gateway

	m
	RMON (11.1 only)

	n
	IPX

	o
	Firewall (formerly IpeXchange Net Management)

	p
	Service Provider (IP RIP/IGRP/EIGRP/OSPF/BGP, CLNS ISIS/IGRP)

	q
	Async

	r
	IBM base option (SRB, SDLLC, STUN, DLSW, QLLC) - used with i, in, d 

	r2
	IBM variant for 1600 images

	s
	source route switch (SNMP, IP, Bridging, SRB) (10.x releases) 11.2(only) division by Platform

c1600 (OSPF, IPMULTICAST, NHRP, NTP, NAT, RSVP, FRAME_RELAY_SVC) AT "s" images also have: (SMRP,ATIP,AURP) IPX "s" images also have: (NLSP,NHRP)

c2500 (NAT, RMON, IBM, MMP, VPDN/L2F) 

	t
	AIP w/ modified Ucode to connect to Teralink 1000 Data (11.2)

	u
	IP with VLAN RIP (Network Layer 3 Switching Software, rsrb, srt, srb, sr/tlb)

	v
	VIP and dual RSP (HSA) support

	v2
	Voice V2D

	w
	Cisco Advantage ED train Feature Sets

	x
	X.25 in 11.1 and earlier releases. Also available in 12.0T on c800 series

	y (used for low end routers)

	y
	IP variant (no Kerberos, Radius, NTP, OSPF, PIM, SMRP, NHRP...) (c1600)

	z
	Managed modems

	40
	40 bit encryption

	56
	56 bit encryption

	56i
	56 bit encryption with IPSEC

	Obsolete

	h
	reduced desktop subset (SNMP, IP RIP/IGRP/EIGRP, Bridging, ISDN, PPP, IPX, AppleTalk) 1003/4


	Cisco IOS Execution Area

	F
	Image runs in Flash

	M
	Image runs in RAM

	R
	Image runs in ROM

	L
	Image will be relocated at run time

	Cisco IOS Image Compression Identifiers

	Z
	Image is Zip compressed (lower case z)

	X
	Image is Mzip compressed

	W
	Image is “Stac” compressed


Zipped Cisco IOS images are self-unzippable so that the users do not need to run extra commands to run


the software. As far as the user is concerned, they only need to get the image into the router flash or ROM.


At run-time, the image automatically unzips itself and relocates to the area of memory from where it is


intended to run. No further action is necessary from the system administrator.
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