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Here we were, only a month married, and spending our honeymoon 
at a most charming summer resort, where there was no excuse for 
getting out of patience. Everything was beautiful and attractive: 
Little hotel, strange to say, quite delightful; no fault to find with 
surroundings and accommodations; my darling Bessie, as sweet as 
an angel and determined to be happy and to make me happy; 
everything, in short, calculated to give us a long summer of delight. 
That is, if Bessie had only been an orphan. But there was her mother, 
who had joined us on our summer trip, after the first two weeks of 
unalloyed happiness, and threatened to accompany us through life. 
(excerpt from chapter 1) 
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