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. THREE YEARS

" TRAVELS

THROUGHOUT THE INTERIOR PARTS

-

'NORTH AMERICA,
FOR MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND MILES,

- . ‘. CONTAINING

An account of the great Lakes, and all the Lakcs, Iflands, and
Rivers, Cataradts, Mountains, Minerals, Soil and Vege-
" table Produdtions of the -North Weft Regions
of that vaft Continent. '

. WITH A

Pefeription of the Birds, Beafls, Reptiles, Infects, and Fithes peus
liar to the Country.—Together with a concife Hiftory of
. the Genius, Manners, and Cultoms of the Indians in-

habiting the Lands adjacent to the Heads and to
the Weftward of the great river Miflifippi :

AND AN

APPENDIX,

3 ZSCRIBING THE UNCULTIVATED PARTS OF AMERICA, THAT A“‘
THME MOST PROPER FOR FORMING SETTLEMEN IS5,
R R D —
Fourth American, from the laft Londen Editicn.

Bx Carr. JONATHAN CARVER,
Of the Provincial 1roops in America.
———
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. T )
JOSEPH BANKS, Esq
nssxbn{'r OF THE

ROYAL SOCIETY,
SIR, -
 WHEN the public are informed that I
Bave long had the honor of your acquaintance ;
that my defign in publifhing the following work has
received your fanion ; that the compofition of it
has ftood the teft of your judgment ; and that it is
by your permiffion, a name fo defervedly eminent in
the literary world is- prefixed to it, I need not be
apprehenfive of its fuccefs ;' as your patronage will -
ungueftionably give them affurance of its merit.

For ihis‘p’ublic teftimeny of your favor, in which:
I pride myfelf ; accept, Sir, my moft grateful ac-
knowledgments ; and believe me to be, with great:
refpedt, -
Your obedient, humble Servant,
~ JOHN CARVER.. .
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4y ADDRESS 7o ruE PUBLIC.

THF. favorable reception this work has met
with, claims the Author’s moft grateful acknowledg-
ments. A" large ‘edition having run off in a few
months, ard the fals appearing to be ftill wmabated,
a new impreffion is become neceffary. On this oc-
cafion, was he t6 conceal his feelings and pafs over in
filence, a diftintion fo beneficial and- flattering, he
would juftly incur the imputation of ingratitude.
That he might not do this; he takes the opportumity, -
which now prefentssitfelf, of conveying to the Public
(though in terms inadequate to the warm: emotions
of his heart) the fenfe he entertains of their faver 3:
and thus tranfmits to them his thanks.. . .- .

In this mew edition; care has been-taken to recti--
fy thofe errors: which have univoidably proceeded
from the hurry-of the prefs, and likewife any incor-
re@nefs in‘the langpage that has found its way into it.

The credibility. of fome of the incidents related in
the following pages; and fome of the ftories introduced
therein, havingbeen queftioned, particularly the prog-
neftication of the Indian pricft-on the banks of Lake
Superior, and the flory. of the Indian and his rattle.
fnake, the author thinks it-néceflary. to avail himfelf
of the fameé. opportunity, to endeavor”to eradicatc’
any impreffions that might have been made on the
minds of his readers, by the apparent improbability of -

. As: to- the former, hé has related it juft as it hap--
pened. :‘Being an eye witnefs to the whole tranfac-
tion (and, he flatters” himfelf, at the time, frée from
every srace.of feeptical obftisiacy or inthufaftic cre- -
dulity) he was confequently able to defcribe every .
corrunillinié mingtely and impartially. This he has
dome 5. but awithout -endeavoring to.aceount for the
masng by which it 'was accomplifhed. Whether the
prediftion was the refult of prior obfervations, from
which certain confequences were expelted to fpllogvy

YL e a2 .
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by the {agacmuspueﬂ;, and the completion of it mere—
ly accidental 3 or whether he was really endowed with
fvpernatural powers, the ‘narrator left to the judg--
ment of his readers ;. whofe conclufions, he fuppofes, -
varied. according as the mental faculties of ‘each were
difpofed to admit or rejet falts that cannot be. ac-1
counted for by natural caufes. .

The ftory of the rattle fisake was rdated to h\m by )
a French gentlemaa of undoubtéd veracity ; and- were .
the readers of this work .as' thoroughly acquainted
with the fagacity, and inftin&ive proceedings. of. that
animal, as he is, they would be- as+well" affured of the -
truth of it. It #s well known that thafe {nakes. which -
have furvived through the fummer, the accidents rep- -
tiles are liable to, peri;odycal{y retire to the woods, at :
the approach of winter 3 where-each (as cariois ob-

. Jervers have remarked).takes pofieffion of the cavity it
had occupizd the preceding year. As foon as the .
feafon is propitious, enlivemed by the invigotating .
rays of the fun, théy leave thefe retreats, and make
their way.to the fane fpot, though gver fo.diftant, -
en which they before bad found fubfiftence, and the
means of propagating their fpecies. Docs.ic then re-
quire any extraordmary exertions of the mind-ta. bg- '
Yieve, that one of thefe regular creatures, after having .
been kiadly treated by its mafter; thould ' return . to -
the box, i which it had ufually been fupplied. with :
food, and had met with 2 comfortable abode, and that :
uearly about the time the Indian, from former exper-.
iments, was gble to guefs at ? It certainly “does not ;
nor will the liberal and ingenuous doubt the truth o+

.a'ftopy, fo well authenticated, becaufe the circuth~
flances’ appear extraordinary in a countey whcre the *

- fabjedt of it is fcarcely kifown. sl U
* Thefe explanations the-author hopes 'mﬂfﬁﬂu.to\
tonvince his'readers; that he “has not, s travelerss
are fometimes fappofcd to do,"amufed thesy with Jn-
probable tales, or withed to acquireimportance: by /
nung his advmt,urcs; favor of the marveltous. °.. .
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INTRODUCTION.

INO fooner was @it 1ate’ war’ with France’
concluded, and peace eftablithed’ by the sreaty of
Verfailles, in the year 1763, than’I'bégan to confid-
er (having rendered my country' fome fervices durs
ing the war) how I ' might’ continué ftifl ferviceable;
and ‘contribute, as much as lay in'my. power, to make®
that vaft- acquifition: of territory, gained: by: Great
Britain; in North Aimerica, advantageows to it. It
appeared to me indifpenfably needful, that govern-

ment: fhould be acquainted, in the- firft- plice, with-

the trie frate of the dominions. they were now be-
come 'poﬂ'cﬂéd of.: To this purpofe, ‘I -detetrsined,

as the next proof of my zead, to explore the meft wh-
¥nown parts of them; and to fpare no trowbM or ex-

in-acquiring a‘khowledge that promiffd 0 e
fo «ufeful to' my: comtrymen.- I knew that'many ob-
firy&tions’ would- avife to my fchéme from the want.
of $o6d Maps and Charts ; ‘for the Fiench, whilfk

- they retiined their power in Nprth Aserichy bad -

taken every artful meéthod to keep ai other mations,
farticolarly the Engifh, in ignoranceiof the concerns-
of the’ mterior: parts of it :- and td accomplifh this
defign, with the gteater certainty, (key had publithed
inaccurate: Maps- and-falfe accounts’; calling the dif-

“ferent nations of: the Indians by nicknaiiés they had

given  them; and'not by thofe really apertaining to
them.- Whether the intemion of the Freuch, in do+
ing this, *was to-prevent théfe nitions from being dif-

-~

covergd and traded with, or to coriceal their difconrie,

when they talked to each other of the Indian -con-
cerns, in their prefence, I will not detexmine ; but
whiatfoever was the caufe from which it arofe, it
tended to miflead. ' . o
oo A2
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As a proof that the Englith had been’ greatly de—
ezived by thefe accountsy und .4hat theirknowledge
relative to Cahada had u‘fm‘lybeen*vexyuconﬁncd 5

cfore the conqueft of Crown Point, in 1759, it
had been eftecemed i’ iimprégnable fortrefs ;. but no-
ﬁ)oncz was & taken,ithan we. ,w;:re..coxrvmsﬁd that it
had acqwredqts greateft fecprity from. falfe reports,
given gug. by its pofleflors,. and wight have been bats
tered. down with:a few four poundars  Ever it fitus
ation, which, was r:.pruh.lted to. be fo very. agvantages
T found to_owe its advantages .fo the.fzme
fource....:It cannet be denied - but.that fome Mpaps. of
tht.ﬁ,.cou«ntrws Laye bun publithed. by the’ I:xmun
with ap appyarance of accuracy 5 .but t{que are of fo
ingll a fize aml drawn on -fo minutg p feade,, thag
then are ngably xm\pl.\.b‘c The fuurc:snf, thg
Mlﬁ'uppx, I can affess, . from |, my own -experignce,
apge gueatly mifplaced. s for, ~when I had explored
shem; md cpmpared thur Mituatign with the Fyencle
Chaggs; A fpund thent very exraneaufly reprcfe.qted,
ad am fidisfigd, that thefe were only. copied f ﬁ'om .th;
rude fleetches of the Indians. ] .

Even fo-lately. as their emcuat:(m of Caxpada, ;frg
qontmued their fchemes to. deceive ; keaving no traces
by which any knowledge mnght. accrue to . thei
sonquerors 3 for. although thcyg cre well acqu.\mt
with.all the Lakes, particularly With Lake Superioz,
Javing, canftamly a vefiel of conﬁder;;blg burdeq
thergon, yet,thcm plans. of them are Veyy JRepLIe:
¥ difcoverad many .errors .in the dqfcnpnoxy given
sherein of ts iflands and - bays, during a progrcfs. of
elevgn- hundred miles that I coafted it im canaes;
They. likewife, on giving up the, poﬁ'eﬁlon .of themy
took care to.leave, the places they had, occupied,.'ig
the fame uncultivated. ftate they, had found them.,; rat.
the fame time defroying all their naval fgrﬁc. I ‘Qb:
ferved mydlf part of the hulk of a- very large veflzl,
burnt to the water’s ed‘m:, Juﬁ at the opening .from

the Straits qf St. Masic inio tic Laks. | Thele
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dre fo fortunate 28 to fucceed, will reap, exclafive of
the national advantages that muft enfue, emoluments
beyond their moft fanguine éxpe®ations. - And whilft
their {pirits are elated by their fuccefs, perhaps they
imay beftow fome cornmendations and bleflings on the
perfon who firft pointed out to them the way. Thefe, .
though but a fhadowy recompenfe for alt my toil, I*

thall receive with pleafure. )
To what power or authority this new world willi

becomie dependent, after it has arifen’ from' its pref-
ent uncultivated ftate, time alone.can difcover;: But
48 the feat of empire from time immemoriat has -
been gradually progreffive towards the weft, there is
no doubt, ‘but that at fome future period, wighty"
kingdoms: will emerge: from. thefe wl?é‘;‘neﬂ&, and *
ftately palacesand folemn temples, with guilded fpires, -
teaching the fkies; fupplafit the Indian: huts, whofe
bnly dedorations are the bacbarous trophies of theirt
vanquifhed enemies. ‘ T
~ As fome of the preveding paflages have atieady-
informed the readér that the phn I’ had ‘lid downo
for penettating vo the Pacific @oean, préved -abor--
tive, it is neceffdry ‘to“add, that this proceeded not~
from its impracicability (for ‘the fartler'l went the
midre convinced F'wis thavir ¢ould: cestiinly be ac--
¢omplifhed) but Foir unfosefech: -
However, I'proceedel-fo fir; thut Fwas able t6 maké
fuch ' difcoveries as- Wil be ufeful in any foteee a2~
témpt, and prove a good foundatfory for fome more -
Fortunate fuceeffor to bulld wpon.  Thiefe I'thall now
liy Before the putdlic in the Mllowng. pages; dnd.
am faviéfled thdt the greateft pait of then have never -
been fpdbiiﬂxed‘by any" perfon that has hitherto ‘treat--
&d ‘of Yhe interior matiohs of. the Mdidits, particulars
ty, the accoumt 1 give of ‘the’ Naudoweffies, snd- thé
fituation of the hiéads of the four great. rivers that
-~ take their rife withiti a few Yeagues of each. other,
nearly about‘the center of ‘this “grear comtinent, ’F!t
’ . €
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The river Bourbon, which .emptles /itfelf into ‘Hud-
fon’s bay ; the. waters..ofSaint. Lawrence 5 the Mif-
fifippi, and: the river«Oregan, orthe river of the weft,
that -falls.c m.to tha Pauﬁc Oc@an, ‘at the Stm.us of
Annian.

The- rmpedunents thab occaﬁoned my returnmg,
before I had accomplithed my purpofes, were thefe.
On my arrival at Michillimackinac,. the remoteft .
Englifh poft, in September;.1766, I applied to Mr.
‘Rogers, who was thep Governor of it, to fyrnifh.me: -
with a proper aflortment of goods, as prefents for the -
Indians who inhpbit the track I intended to purfue.
He did this only ih.part ; but promifed to fupply me
with: fuch as were mceEary, when I reached the Falls
of Saint Anthony. . I afterwards learned that the
Governoz. fulfilled his promife in onlering: the goods
to be delivered to me ; but thofe, te whofe care hedn--
trufted them, inftead of conformmg to his orders dif-

pofed of them clfewhere.

anapppomted in my expedations from this quar-
ter, 1 theught it, ngceﬂh% to: return to La Prairie Le
Chien ;ifor:it was impofiible. to proceed any further
without prefents to enfuce me a favorable reception. .
This I did in the’ bginhing of .the year 1767, and
finding ‘m¢* ptogrefa to the weftward thus retarded, I
detgrpined. to dive&t iy courfe; northward. , -1 took
this fiep with.g view of finding 3 communication
from the feads.of the Miflifippi .into Lake. Superior,.
in order to mcet, at the.grand Portige on..the. Narth
wnﬁ.ﬁdcp tha): lake, gpc traders that ufually come
about this feafpn, from M‘{c};gﬂlmadcmac. ‘Of thefe
I intepded to purchafe goods, and then.to purfug my. -
journey from that-gu gr, by way :of the: lakes; du:
Pluyc, Duboxs, and.; (gump;gue to: thc hends of the.
river of ;he \\Qﬁ,\ nlncb,, as havq fmd beﬁn’e, faltq
ito the Straits of, Anman, t,hz ierqunqnon of my ing
tcnded progrcf'ﬁ

1 accomphﬂgccl ;hc am,uer Qart, of my deﬁgn, and

reac cd

-
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reached Take Superior in i)méex:‘ti;nc;.butg unlugkx Igy-

the traders{ met there, acquainted me that they had
no goods 't {pare 3 thofe they had "with theq being;.
- barely fufficient to anfwer their. own demands in thefe
remote pirs. Thus difappointed 3 fecond time, X
found myfclf obliged to return to the.place from
wherice I began. my expedition, which T did after:

cofitinting fome months qn the north and eaft bor-:

ders of Lake Superior, and exploring the “bays and
rivers that empty themfelves into this large body of
water. = 7 ' :

As it may be expected “that I {keuld lay before the -
public the reafons that thefe difcoveries, of fo much -
imipottance to every one ‘who has any connetions

., with America, have-not been imparted. to- them be--
fore, notwithftanding they Wwere ‘made upwards of

tem 'years a0, I will give them to the world in a plain.
and candid ‘manner, and without mingling with them -
any complaints on'account of the ill treatment T have -
received. ’ . ,

On my arrival in England, T prefented.a petition
to his majefty in council, praying for -a reimburfe-
nient of thofe Yums I had expended in the fervice of
governmeht. ‘This was referted to the lords, com-
miffioners of trade-and plantations. Their lordthips, -
from the tenor of it thought the inteligence 1 .could-
give of fo much importance to the nation, that they
ordered mé to appear before the board. This mef-
fage I.obeyed, and. underwent a long* examinatign 5
much I Believe to the fatisfaltion of every lord pref-

ent. When it was finilhed, I requefted to know..

what I fliould do. with my papers ; without heflta- -
tion the firft lord feplied, that I migh:?ublimi them.

wheneéver T pleafed.. In-confequence-eof this. permif- -
fion, 1 difpa?‘e&- of ‘them to :Lo'k&!‘ler;;zbufq;hen .
they were nearly. ready. for the prefs, an. order: was
iffued from the council board, requiring.me to deliver,
without delay, into: the plantation -office, a(l:l my
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Charts and “Journals, .with every paper relative to the
difcoweries I had made. In order to obey:this com~
mand, T was obliged to repurchaf¢ them from the
bookfeller at a very. great expenfe, and dsliver them

.up.. This-frefh difburfement I endeawored to get

annexed to the agcount I had already delivered in 3

but -the was -denied -me, notwithftanding 1

had oply a -in. the difpofal of my papers, con-
formably to the permiffion I had received from the
Boarg Of trade. This lofs, which amounted to a very.
confiderable: fum, I was -obliged to bear, and to_reft
farisfied with an indemnification ‘for my -other ex-

nfes.

Thys ﬁﬁmﬂeﬂ, my only expefiations are from the

faver of 3 generous public ; td whom I fhall now

-commnnicate: my Plans, Journals, and Ohfervanons,
of which Iluckily kept copics, when ‘T delivered the,
originals into the, plantatian office. And this I do.,
the more readily, as 1 hear they are miflaid ; and

there is no probability of their ever being publifhed.
To thofe who arc intersfied in the concerns of the

interior.parts, of Nofh America, from the contiguity .

of their poflcflions, or commercial engagements, they
will be extremely ufeful, ard fully repay the fum at
which they are purcbafed To thofe, who, from a
laudable curiofity, -with to be acquamted with the
manners -gitd-.cofloms of every'inhabitant of this
globe, the' aciorfints here given of the various _nations,
that-inhab# fo-¥ift a traft of it ' country “hitherto

almet’ unexploded, - wilt firnith ‘an ample fund of )

amufegient, d" grit Hiéir thoft’ curious exj
tions.. m&mé:'gyw s will be as Eavora

received by -the public; iag. defcrifftions of mmas,'

which afford 'no other entertainment thar what arifes
from their - ndvelzvmmd difcoveries, that feem to
pramife very few '3

acquired at an:immende

To make tlie‘ folldmng ‘wdrk s com'prehenﬁble .

[ and

-

tages to this couhtry, _though |
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and entertaining as poflible, I fhall firft give my read-
ers an account of the route I purfued over this®im-
menfe continent, and as I pafs ‘on, defcribe the num-
ber of “inhabitants, the fituations of ‘the nvevs and -
lakes, and the productions of the country.’ Having
done this, I fhall treat, in: diftin& chaptets, -of the
** manners, cuftoms, and {anguages of the Indians, and
to complete the whole, add a vocbbulary of the words
moftly in ufe among them! * - -

And here it is neceffiry’ to befpeak the <andor -of
the learned part of my readers in the perufal of it, as
it is the produdtion of a perfon unufed, from op
fite avocations, to literary purfuits. He therefore
begs they would net examine it with too critical an
eye ; efpecially when he affures them that his atten-
tion has beén more employed on giving a juft de-
feription of a country that promifes, in {ome future
period, to be an inexhauftible fource of riches to that
people who fhall be fo fortunate as to poflefs it, than
on the ftyle or compofition ; and more careful to ren-
der his language intelligible: -and exphcxt, than fmoeth
and florid. N




—— T ——ly— TR T TR

A
JOURNAL

OF THE

TRAVELS,

WITE A .
DESCRIPTION

. OF THR

COUNTRY, LAKES, &

IN June 1766, I fet out from Bofton, and pro-
ceeded by way of Albany and Niagara, to Michillimack-
inac, a fort fifuated hetween the lakes Huron and
Michigan, and diftant from Bofton 1300 miles. This
being the uttermoft of our fatories towards the north-
weft, I confidered it as the moft convenient place frxom
whence I could begin my intended progrefs, and enter
at once into the regions I defigned to explore. ,

Referring my readers to the publications already
extant for an account of thofa parts of North Amer-
icay that from lying adjacent to the back fettlements,
have been frequently defcribed, I fhall confine my-
felf to a defcription of the more interior parts: of -
it, which, having been but feldom vifited, are confe-
quently but little known. In doing this, I fhall in
no inftance exceed the bounds of truth, or have re~
courfe to thofe ufelefs and extravagant exaggerations
too often made ufe of by travellers, to excite the curi-
ofity of the public, or to increafe their own import-

ance. Nor fhall I infert any obfervations, but fuch -
B as
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as I have made myfelf, or from the credibility of thofe
by whom they were related, am enabled to vouch for
their authenticity. _

. Michillimackinac, from whence I began my travels, -
is a fort compofed of a ftrong blockade, and is ufually
defended by a garrifon of one hundred men. It con-
tains about thirty houfes, one of which belongs to the -
Governor, and another to the Commiffary. Several
traders alfo dwell within its fortifications, who find it a
" convenient fituation to traffic with the neighboring
nations.  Michillimackinac, in the language of the
Chipeway Indians, fignifics a Tortoife, and the place is
fuppofed to reccive its name from an ifland, lying about
fix or feven miles to the northeaft, within fight of the
fort, which has the appearance of that animal,

During the Indian war that followed foon after the
gonqueft of Canada, in the.year 1963, and which was
carried on by an army of confederate nations, compof-
‘ed of the Hurons, Miamies, Chipeways, Ottowaws,
Paontowattimies, Mifliflauges, and fome other tribes,
- under the direftion of Pontiac, a celebrated Indfan
warrior, who had always been in the French intereft,
it was taken by furprife in the following manner : the
Indians having fettled their plan, drew near the fort,
and ‘began a'game at ball, a paftime much ufed among
them, and not unlike_tennis. In the height of their
game, at which fome of the Englifh officers, not fuf-

efting any deceit, ftood looking on, they firuck the -

gall, as if by accident; over the blockade ; this they
repeated two or three times, to make the deception
more complete till at length, having by this means lull-
ed every fufpicion of the century at the fouth gate, 3
party rufhed by him; and the reft foon following, they
took pofleflion of the fort, without meeting with any
oppofition. Having accomplifhed their defign, the In-
dians had the humanity to fpare the lives of the great-
eft part of the garrifon and traders, but they made
them all prifoners, and carried them off. However, fome
. tuge
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time after they took them to Montreal, where they
were redeemed at a good price. The fort alfo way
given up again to the Englifh, at the peact made with
Pontiac, by the conmander of Detroit the year fol-
lowing.

Having here made the neceflary difpofitions for
purfuing my travels, and obtained a credit from Mr.
Rogers, the Governor, on forae Englifh and Canadian .
traders, who were going to trade en the Miffifippi, and
received alfo from him a promife of a frefh fupply of
goods when I reached the falls of St. Anthony. Ileft
the fort on the 3d of September, in company with

. thefe traders. It was agreed that they fhould furnifh
me with-fuch goods as I might want, for prefents to
the Indian chiefs, during my continuance with them,
agreeable to the Governor’s order. But when I arriv
ed at the extent of their route, I was to find other
guides, and to depend on the goods the Governor had
promifed to fupply me with. .

* We accordingly fet out together, and on the 18th
arrived at Fort La Bay. This fort is fituated on the
fouthern extremity of a bay in the Lake Michigan,
termed by the French, the bay of Puants ; but which,
fince the Englifh have gained pofieflion of all the fet-
tlements on this part of the continent, is called by
them, the Green Bay. The reafon of its being thus
denominated, is from its’ appearancesefor on leaving
Michillimackinac in the {prifg feafon, though the trees
there have not even piit forth their buds, yet you find
the country around La Bay, notwithftanding the paf-
fage has not exceeded fourteen days, covered with the
fineft verdure, and vegetation as forward as it could be
were it fummer.

This fort is alfo only fufrounded by a blockade, and
being much decayed, is fcareely defenfible againft fmali
arms. . It was built by the French for the proteion
of their trade, .fome time before they were forced to
relinquith it ; and when Canada and its dependencies

wWEere
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were furrendered to the Englifh, it was immediately
garrifoned with an officer and thirty men. 'Thefe
were made prifoners by the Menomonies foon afterthe
furprife of Michillimackinac, and the fort has neither
been garrifoned or kept in repair fince.

The bay is about ninety miles long, but differs much
in its breadth ; being in fome places only fiftcen miles,
in others from twenty to thirty. It lies nearly from

northeaft to fouthweft. At the entrance of it from .

the lake are a ftring of iflands, extending from north
to fouth, called the Grand Traverfe. Thefe are about
thirty miles in length, and ferve to facilitate the pafluge
of canoes, as they fhelter them from the winds, which
fometimes come with violence acrofs the lake. On

the fide that Jics to the foutheaft is the 'pcareﬁ: and beft .

navigation.

"The Iflands of the Grand Traverfe are moftly {fmall
and rocky. Many of the rocks are of an amazing fize,
and appear as if they had been fathioned by the handd
of artits. On the largeft and beft of tgefc iflands
ftands a town of the Ottowaws, at which I found one
of the moft confiderable ch’-fs of that nation, who re-
ceived me with every honor he ceuld poflibly thow to
a ftranger. But what appeared extremely fingular to
mé at the time, end muft da fo to svery perfon unac-
quainted with the cuftoms of the Indians, was the
reception I met with on landing. As our canoes ap-
proached the fhore, and had reached within about
three fcore rods of it, the Indians began a fue-de-joy ;
in which they fired their pieces loaded with balls ; but
at the fame time they took care to difcharge them in
fuch a manner as to fly a few yards above our heads :
during this they ran from one trée or ftump to anoth.
er, fhouting and behaving as if they were in the heat
of battle. At firft I was greatly furprifed, and was on
the point of ordering my attendants to return their fire,
concluding that their intentions were hoftile ; but be-
ing undeceived by fome of the traders, who inforwed

: : © me

»
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me that this was their ufual method of receiving the
chiefs of other nations, I confidered it in its true light,
and was pleafed with the refpe& thus paid me.

I remained here one night. Among the prefents I
made the chiefs, were fome fpirituous liquors ; with:
which they made themfelves merry, dhd all joined in a
dance, that lafted the greateft of the night. In
the morning, when I departed, the chief attended me to
the fhore, and, as foon as I had embarked, offered up,
in an audible voice, and with-'great folemnity, a. fervent
prayer in my behalf. He prayed ¢ that the Great .
Spirit would favor me with a profperous voyage ; that
. he would give me an unclouded fky, and {fmooth wa~

‘ters by day, and that I might lie down by night, ona
beaver blanket, enjoying uninterrupted fleep and pleaf-
ant dfeams ; and alfo that I might find continual pro-
tection under thé great pipe of peace.” In this man-
ner he continued his petitions till I could no longer
hear them. : .

I muft here obferve, that notwithftanding the in-
habitants of Europe are apt to entertain horrid ideas of
the ferocity of thefe favages, as they are termed, I re~
ceived from every tribe of them in the interior parts,
the moft hofpitable and coufteous treatment ; and am

" convinced, that till they are contaminated by the ex-
ample, and fpirituous liquors of their more refined
neighbors, they will retain this friendly and inoffenfive
conduét towards ftrangers. -Their inveteracy and cru-
clty to their enemies, I acknowledge to be a great
abatement of the favorable opinion I would with to en-
tertain of them ;- but this failing is hereditary, and hav-
ing received the fanftion of immemorial cuftom, has
ukce‘l; too deep root in their minds to be eafily extir-
Pat . - . . :

Among this I ate of a very uncommon kind -
of bread.g Thﬁgzans, in generz, ufe but little of
this nutritious food : whilft their corn bies in tthe :_npx:,

. e : ins to ripen,
# they term’:tz, that is, 1@3505513; gos they

- -
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they flice off the kernels from the cob to which they
grow, and knead them into a pafte.  This they are
enabled to do without the addition of any liquid, by
the milk that flows from them ; and when it is ef-
fected, they parcel it out into' cakes, and enclofing
them in leaves &f the baffwood tree, place them in hot
embers, where they are foon baked. . And better fla-
vored bread I never ate in any country.

This place is only a fmall village containing about
twenty five houfes and fixty or feventy warriors. I

. found nothing there worthy of further remark.

""The land on the foutheaft fide of the Green bay, is
but very indifferent, being overfpread with a heavy
growth of hemlock, pine, fpruce, and fir trees. The
communication between Lake Michigan and the Green
bay, has been reported by fome to be impracticable, for
the paffage of any veflels larger than canoes or boats,
on account of the thoals that lie between the iflands in
the Grand Traverfe ; but on founding it I found fuf-
ficient depth for a veflel of fixty tonms, and the breadth -
proportionable.

" The land adjoining to the bottom of this bay is very
fertile, the country in general level, and the perfpeétive
view of it pleafing and extenfive.

A few families live in the fort, which lies on the
weft fide of the Fox river, and oppofite to it, on the
eaft fidé of its entrance, are fome French fettlers who
cultivate the land, and appear to live very comfortably.

The Green bay or bay of Puants is one of thofe

bplaccs to which the French, as I have mentioned in the

introduétion, have given nicknames. It is termed by
the inhabitants of its coafts, the Menomonia Bay 3 but
why the French have demominated it the Puant or
Stinking bay, I know not. The reafon they them-

- felvés-give for it is, that it was not with a view to

miflead firangers, but that by adopting this method,
they tould converfe with each other concerning the
Indians, iss their prefence without being underﬁo:ﬁl by

kel ! i . - them.



SARVER’s TRAVELS. 19

them. For it was remarked by the perfons who firft
traded amang them, that when they were {peaking to
cach other about them, and mentioned their proper
names they inftantly grew fufpicious, and cqncluded
that their vifitors were either fpeaking ill of them, or
plotting their deftrution. To remedythis they gave
them fome other name. The only bad confequences
arifing from the pratice then introduced is, that Eng-
lifh and French geographers, in their plans of the in-
terior parts of America, give different names to the
fame people, and thereby perplex thofe who have oce
cafion to refer to them. S -
Lake Michigan, of which the Green Bay is a part, is
divided on the northeaft from Lake Huron by the
Straits of Michillumackinac 3 and is fituated between
forty two and forty fix degrees of latitude, and be-
tween eighty four and eighty feven degrees of weft

longitude. Its greateft length is two hundred and -

eighty miles, its breadth about forty, and its circum-
ference nearly fix hundred. Tliere is a remarkable
firing of {mall iflands beginning over againft Afkin’s
farm, and running about thirty miles {outhweft into
the lake. Thefe arecalled the Beaver Iflands. Their
fituation is very pleafant, but the foil is bare. How-
ever they afford a beautiful profpeét. . - A

On the northweft parts of this lake the waters branch
out into two bays. That which lies towards the north,
is the bay of Noquets, and the other the' Green Bay
Jjuft defcribed.

The waters of this as well as the other great lakes
are clear and wholefome, and of fufficient depth for

the navigation of large fhips. Half the fpace of the -

country that lies fo the eaft, and extends. to Lake Hu-
ron, belongs to the Ottowaw Indians. The line that

divides their territories from the Chipeways, runs near- .

ly north and fouth, and reaches almoft from the fouth-
ern extremity of this lake acrofs the high l:ands, to
Michillimackinac, through the centre qg which it Paﬂg%

-
»
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So that when thefe two tribes happen to meet at the
faQory, they each encamp on their owh dominions, at-
a few yards diftance from the blockade.

The eountry adjacent, either to the eift or weft fide
of the lake, is compofed but of an indifferent foil, ex-
cept where fmall brooks or rivers empty themfelves into
it ; on the banks of thefe it is extremely fertile. Near
the borders of the lake grow a great number of fand
cherries, which are not lefs remarkable for their marmer
of growth, than for their exquifite flavor. They grow
upon a fmall fhrub, not more than four feet high, the
boughs of which are fo loaded that they lie in clufters

- onthefand. As they grow onlyon the fand, the warmth
of which probably contributes to bring them to fuch
perfection ; they are called by the French, cherries de
fable, or fand cherries. The fize of them does not ex-
ceed that of a fmall mufket ball, but they are reckoned
fuperior to any other fort for the purpofe of fteeping in
fpirits. There alfo grow around the lake, goofeberries,
black currants, and an abundance of juniper, bearing
great quantities of berries of the fineft {ort.

Sumatk likewife grows here in great plenty ; the
leaf of which, gathered at Michaelmas, when it turns
-red, is much efteemed by the natives. They mix
about an equal quantity of it with their tobacco, which
caufes it to fmoke pleafantly. Near this lake, and in-

_deed about all the great lakes, is found a kind of wil-
low, termed by the French, bois rouge, in Englith, red

- #wood. Its bark, when only of one year’s growth, is of

. fine fcarlet color, and appears very beautiful ; but as

ws older, it changes into & mixture of grey and

red. The ftalks of this fhrub grow many of them to-
gether, and rife to the height of fix or eight feet, the
largeft not exceeding an inch in diamater. The bark
being fcraped from the fticks, and dried and powder-
ed, is alfo mixed by the Indians with their tobacco,
and is held by them in the higheft eftimation, for their
winter fmoking. A weed that grows near the great
'}
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lakes, in rocky places, they ufe in the fammer {eafon.
It is called by the Indians, Segockimae, and creeps
like avine on the ground, fometimes extending to
eight or ten feet, and bearing a leaf about the fize of
a filver penny, nearly round j it is of the fubftance and
color of the laurel, and is, like the tree.it refembles,
an evergreen. Thefe leaves, dried and powdered, they
likewife mix with their tobacco ; and as faid before,
fmoke it only during the fummer. By thefe three
fuccedaneums, the pipes of the Indians are well fuppli-
ed_through every feafon of the year ; and as they are
great fmokers, they are very careful in properly gathe
ering and preparing thend. .

On the 20th of September, I left the Green Bay,
and.proceeded up Fox river, fiill in company with the
triders .and fome Indians. On the 25th T arrived at
the great town of the Winnebagoes, fituated on a fmall
ifland, juft as you enter the eaft end of the lake Wine
nebago. Here the-queen who prefided over this tribe
inftead of a Sachem, received me with great civility,
and entertained me ip a very. diftinguithed manner,
during the four days I continued with her. .

The day after my amrival -1 held a council with the

chiefs, of whom I afked permiffion to pafs through

their country, in my way to more remote*nations, on
bufinefs of importance. This was readily granted me,
the requeft being efteemed .by them as a great compli-
ment paid.to their tribe. The queen fat in the coune
cil, but only afked a few queftions, or gave fome trifting
- diretions in matters relative to the {tate ; for wemen
are never allowed to fit in their councils, except they
happen to be invefted with the fupreme authority, and

then it is not cuffomary for them to make any formal -

fpeeches as the chiefs do. She was a very ancient
woman, fmall in flature, and not much diftinguithed
by her drefs from feveral young women that attended
her. Thefe her attendants feemed greatly pleafed

whenever I fhowed any tokens of refpeét ta their queen,
R particularly



* -
. '
.

22 . CARVER’s TRAVELS.

particularly when I faluted her, which I frequently did
-. te acquire her favor. On thefe occafions the good old
lady endeavored to affume a juvenile gaiety, and by her
{miles, {howed the was’equally pleafed with the attene
tion I paid her. _ ' :

* The time I tarried here, I employed in making the
beft obfervations poffible on the country, and in col~
leQing the moft certain intelligence I could, of the
origin, language and cuftoms of this people. From
thefe inquiries, I have reafon to conclude, that the
- Winnebagoes originally refided in fome of the prov-
inces belonging to New Mexico; and being driven
from their native country, cither by inteftine divi-
fions, or by the extenfions of the Spanith congpefts,
they took refuge in thefe more northern parts, abqut
a century ago. .

My reafons for adopting this fuppofition, are, firft,
from their unalienable attachment to the Naudoweflie
Indians (who, they fay, gave them the earlieft fuccor
during their emigration) notwithftanding their prefént

refidence is more than fix hundred miles diftant from .

that people. , : .
. Secondly, that their dialett totally differs from eve-

ry”othér Indian natien yet difcovered ; it being a very”

uncouth, guttural jargon, which none of their neigh-
bors will attempt to learn. They converfe with other
nations in the Chipeway tongue, which is the prevail-
ing language throughout all the tribes, from the Mo-
hawks of Canada, to thofe who inhabit the borders of
the Miffifippi, and from the Hurons and Illinoisto
fuch as dwell near Hudfon’s Bay. :

Thirdly, from their inveterate hatred to the Sﬁan-- )

fards. Some of them informed me that they had ma-
wy excurfions to the fouthweft, which took up feveral
moons. An elder chief more particularly acquamted
me, that about forty fix winters ago, he marched at
the head of fifty warriors, towards the fouthweft, for
three moons. That during this expedition, wtlgle&

v o ¥

'
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they were croffing a plain, they difcovered a body of
men on horfeback, who belonged to the Black People 3
for fo they’ call the Spaniards. As foan as they per-
ceived them, they proceeded with caution, and cone
cealed themfelves till night came on ; when they drew
fo near as to be able to difcern the number and fitua-
tion of their enemies. Finding they were not able to
cope with fo great a fuperiority by day light, they
waited till they had retired to relt j when they ruthed
upon them, and, after having killed the greateft part
of the men, took cighty harfes loaded with what they
termed white ftene. This I fuppofe to have been
filver, as he told me the horfes were thod with it, and
that their bridles were ornamented with the fame.
When they had fatiated their revenge, they carried off
their fpoil, and being got fo far as to be out of the
reach of the Spaniards that had efcaped their fury,
they left. the ufelefs and ponderous burthen, with
which the horfes were loaded, in the woods, and
mounting themftlves, in this manner returned to their
friends. The party they had thus defeated, I con~
clude to be the caravan that annually conveys to Mex-
ico, the filver which the Spaniards find in great quan-
tities on the mountains lying near the heads ot the
Coleredo River : and the plains where the attack was
made, probably fome they were obliged to pafs oves in
their way to the heads of the river St. Fee, or Rio del
Nord, which falls into the Gulf of Mexico, to the weft
of the Miflifippi. .

The Winnebagoes can raife about two hundred -

warriors. Their town contains, about fifty houfes,

which are ftrongly built with pallifades, and the ifland -

on which it is fituated, nearly fifty acres. It lies thir~
ty five miles, reckoning, according to the courfe of the
river, from the Green Bay,

‘The river, for about four or five miles from the bay,
bas a gentle current ; after that fpace, till you arrive
at the Winnebago Lake, if is full of . rocks and r:;?

.

Ve
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rapid. At many places we were obliged to land our
canoes, and carry them a confiderable way. Its breadth,
in general, from the Green bay to the Winnebago
Lake, is between feventy and a hundred yards : the
° land on its borders very good;and thinly wooded with
hickory, oak and hazel. ~ coL
The Winnebago Lake is about fiftcen miles long
from eaft to weft, and fix miles wide. At its fouth-
. eaft cdrner, a river falls into it that takes its rife
- near fome"of the northern branches of the Illinois
River. This I called the Crocodile River, in confe-
Guence of a ftory that prevails among the Indians, of
their having deftroyed, in fome part of it, an animal,
‘which from their defcription muft be a ¢rocodile or
an alligator. . )
The land adjacent to the Lake is .very fertile,
- abounding with grapes, plums, and other fruits, which
grow fpontaneoufly. The Winnebagoes raife on it
a great quantity of Indian corn, beans, pumpkins,
fquathes and watermelons, with fome tobacco. The
Lake itfelf abounds with fith, and in the fall of the
year, with geefe, ducks and teal. The latter, which
refort to it in great numbers, are remarkably good and
extremely fat, and are much better flavored than thofe
thit are found near the fea, as they acquire their ex-
ceffive fatnefs by feeding on the wild rice, which grows
fo plentifully in thefe parts. s
Haying made fome acceptable prefents to the good
old queen, and received her blefling, I left the town of
_the Winnebagoes on the 2gth of September, and about
twelve miles from it, arrived at ‘the place where the
Fox River enters the Lake, on the north fide of it.
‘We proceeded up this river, and on the gth of O&to-
ber reached the great Carrying Place, which. divides
it from the Quifconfin. C ) -
-~ The Fox River,'from the Gréen Bay to the Carry-
ing Place, is about one hundred and eighty miles.
From the Winnebago Lake to the Carrying Place the
' current
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carrent “is gentle, and the depth of it confiderable; -
notwithftanding which, it is in fome places with diffi-
cuity that- cineps tari pafs through the obftrutions
they meet with from-the ‘rice fidlks, which are very
large and thick, and .grow Here.im great abundance.

"The country ardund it is very fertile, ahd proper in the

higheft degree’for tultivdtion,  excepting in fome places
near the river; where it is ratherfoo low. It is in no
part very woody; -and yet can fiipply fufficient to an-
{wer the dentands of anynumber of inhabitants.” This
river-is: the' gremeft refort for' wild' fowl of every kind,
that T met with in ¢he whole courfe of my travels :
frequently the fuhi would be obfcured by them for
fome minuotes together... |

- About forty miles up this river, from the great-town
of the Winnebagoes, ftands a fmaller town belonging
to that nation. - AR

- Deerand bears aie very numerous in thefe parts,
and a great many beavers and “othef furs are taker on
the fireams that empty themfelves into this river. -

-"Thé river I am treating of, is remarkable for having
been ‘about eighty years ago, the refidence of the unit-
ed bands of the Ofttigaumies and the Saukies, whom
the French had nitknamed, according to their wonted
caftom, Des Sacs and Des Reynards, the Sacs and
the Foxes, of whom'the following anecdote was relat-
cd to me:by an Indian. - S

- About fixty yeats-ago, the French miffionaries and

© traders-having réceived many infults from thefe.peo-

ple, a party of Freach ind Indians, under the com-
mand of captain Morand, marched to- revenge their
wrongs. * The captaim {et out from the ‘Green bay in
the winter, when they were unfufpicious of a vifit of
this kind, and purfuing kis route over the fuow to
their villages, which lay about fifty miles up the Fox
River, came upon them" by furprife. Unpreparéd as
they . were, he found them an-eafy conqueft, and con-

fequently killed or toek prifoners the greateft part of
c <M.
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them. On the réturn of the French to the Green
bay, one of the Indian chiefs in alliance with them,
who had a cenfiderable band of the prifoners under
his care, fiopped to drink at a brook ; in the mean
time his companions went om : which being dbferved
by one of the women whom they had made captive,
_fhe' fuddenly feized him with both her hands, whilt
he ftooped to drink, by an exquifitely fufeeptible part,
and -held him faft till he expired on the fpot. As the
chicf, from the extreme torture he fuffered, was uma-
. ble to call out to his friends, Or to give any alarm, they
pafled on without knowing what had happened ; and
the woman having cut the bands of thofeiof her fellow
ifoners who were in the rear, with them made her .
clcape. This heroifte was ¢ver after treated by her
. nation as their deliverer, and made a chiefefs in her
- own right, with liberty to entail the fame honor on -
her defcendants : an unufual diftinétion, and permit-
ted only on extraordinary occafions.
About twelve miles before I reached the Carrying
Place, I obferved feveral fmall mountaing which ex-
. tended quite to it. Thefe, indeed, would only be ef=
teemed as molehills, when compared with thofe on the
back of the colonies, but as they were the firft I had
feen fince my leaving Niagara, a tralt of nearly eleven
bundred miles, I could not leave them unnoticed. :
The Fox River, where it enters the Winnebago
Lake, is about fifty yards wide, but it gradually de-
creafes to the Carrying Place, where it is no more than
five yards over, except in a few places where it widens
into fmall lakes, though fill of a confiderable depth.
T cannot recolieét any thing elfe that is remarkable in
this river, except that it is fo ferpentine for five miles,” _
as only to gain in that place one quarter of a mile. .
The Carrying Place between the Fox and Ouifcon-
fin Rivers is in breadth not more than a mile and three-
quarters, though in fome maps it is fo delineated as
to appear to be ten miles. And here I cannot help
remarking, .
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markmg, that all the maps of thefe parts, I have ev-
er feen, are very erronecus. The:- rivers in general are
deferibed 23 rumning in different dire€ions from what
rle do : and many branches of them, particu
lasly th® Miffifippi, omitted. Fhe diftanees of places,
likewife, are greatly mifreprefented. Whether this is
done by the French geographers (for the Englith maps
are all eopied from theirs) through defign, or for
want of a juft knowledge of the country, I cannot fay
but I am fatisfied that travellers who ::l?end upon
them in the parts I vifited, will find themdelves muck
ata lofs. .

Near one half of the way, between the rxven, is a
" morafs overgrown with a kind of leng grafs, the reft
of it a plain with fome few oak and pine trees growing
thereon. I obferved herea great number of rattle-
fnakes. -Monf. Pinnifance, a French trader, told me
a remarkable’ ftory concerning one of thefe reptiles, of
which he faid, he was an eye witnefs. An Indian, be-
longing te the Menomonie nation, having taken enc
of them, found means to tame it ; and when he had
“done this, treated it as a Deity 5 calling it his-great
father, and carrying it with him in 2' box wherever
ke went. This the Indian had done for feveral fum=
mers, when Monf. Pinnifance accidentally met with
him at this Carrying Place, juft as he was fetting off
for a wintery hunt. The French gentleman was
furprifed, one day, to fee the Indian place the box
which contained his god, on the ground, and opening
the door, gave him his liberty ; telling him whilft he
did it, to be fure and return by the time he himfelf
fhould come back, which was to be in the month of
May following. + As this was but October, Monfieur
told the Indian, whofe ﬁmphcxty aftonithed him, that
he fancied he might wait long enough when May ar«
rived for the arrival of his great father. The Indian
was {o confident of his creature’s - obedience, that he
offered to lay the Frenchman a wager of two gaﬂ9n§

. o

’
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eing free from trees. Galy a fewr groves of hickery,
d ftunted aaks, covered fome of! the vallies. . Se
plentiful is lead here, - that I faw large quantities of it
lying about theé fireets m the, town: betonging, to- the
Saukies, and it feemed to be as- gndas &Qm‘
of other countrios.. : - - ‘
. 'On the 10th of , O&oh:r we proecedtddmtho
nver, and the next day seached the firfk towh of the

Ottigaumies. This town gontained: about fifty houfes,, -

but we found moft of them deferted, on accaunt of an
epidemical diforder that bad lately: raged among thesa,
and carried off more than one half, of. the inhabitantf.
The greater part of thofe who furvived, had retired
into the woods to aveid the contagian.

On the 15th we entered that entenﬁvenvcrthc‘

Miflifippi. The Ovifcarifin, from the Carrying Piace
~ to the part where it falls into the Mifhifippi, fows
with a fmooth, but ftrong current ; the wates of it is
exceedingly clear; and through it you may perceive a
fine and fandy bottom, tolerably free from rocks. Im
it are a few iflands, the {oil of which appeared to be
good, though {omewhat woady. The land mbar the
river alfo foemed to be in generel excellent ; but that
at a diftance is very full of mountains where it 1s'ﬁud
there are many lead mines,

About five miles from the ju.n&mn of the xivers, |
obferved the ruins of a large town, in a very pleafing
fituation. .On inquiring of .the nl:?hbaxmg Indians,
why it was thus deferted, I was informed, that abont
thirty years ago the Great Spirit had 'appeared on
the top of a pyramid. of rocks, which lay at a little

diftance from it, towards the weft, and warned them -

to quit their habitations ; for the land on which they
were built helonged to him, and he had occafion for
it. Asaproof that he, whaigave. thern shefe arders;
was really the Great Spirit, ko further told: them, that
the grafs {hould immediately fpridg.np: on:thofe very
rocks from whonce he now. acdrefied .them, WI;xmh

.- they
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thep knew to be bare and barren.  The Indians obeys
od, and foon after difcovered that this miraculons
alteration had takem piace. They fhewed me the fpot, -
but the growth of the grafs appeared to be no ways
fupernatural. I apprehended this to have beena firatae
gemi-of the French or Spanirils, to anfwer fome felfith
view bmmwhmnwtheye&b&edthupurp&(
I know not.

"This people, foon after their removal, buﬂtatnw-'
on the bank of the Miflifippi, near the mouth of the
Qaifconfin, at 2 place called by the French, La Prai.
ries les Chiens;, which fignifies the Dog Phins 3 it is o
large town, and contains about three Jondred famie
lies; the houfes ave well built after the Indian manner,

townns&egrm mart vhoreaﬂtheadjmt tribes,
and even thofe who inhabit the moft remote branches
of the Miflifppi, annually affemble about the latter
end of May; bringing with them their figs to difpofis
of to the traders. But it is not always that they cons

. Acecording to' the decifion of this comns
cﬂ,ﬂnycxdxgr ;ro:edhrthtrartetum‘m thewdsﬁ
C bt :

The Mdi‘nﬁpyn, a4l entrance of theOnﬁ:dzﬁn,
pear which ftalds 2 moudisin of . confiderable’ height,
is aboyt.half 2 mite. avens. Hut.oppofite to the laft menw
tioned town, it appeass. to de more than -a mileiwide,
and fll of Iflan ﬁle,ﬁ-lofhhuhpumdmry
rich, and bat y woodeds 5 i o vy s

A listle 'fnxthc:’mrthfc&,lm thecontmyﬁde,
frali sivee falls jmto! the, Miflulippi,- which the French

. > ¥lere the
<all I& Java Rivere,sor the Yellow Rxm sk oy

o
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traders, who had aceompanied me hitherto, took up
their refidence forthe winter.. I then bought & canoe;
and with two fervants, one a French Canadian, and
the other a Mohawk of Canada, on the 19th proteed-
ed up the Miffifippi.

About ten days after I had parted with e traders,

l landed, as Iufually did, every evening, and having
pitched my tent, I ordered my men, when night came
o, to lay themfelves down to'fleep. By a light that
T kept burning I then fet down to copy the minutes F
had taken in the courfe of the preceding day. About
ten o'clock, having juft finithed my memorandums, I
ftepped out of my tent to fee what weather it was.
As T caft my eyes towards the bank of the river, E
I fawby the light of ‘the fars, which thone

bright, fomething that had the appearance of a herd
of beafts, coming down a defcent at fome diftance ;-
whilft I. was wondering what they could be, one of
the number fuddenly {fprung up, and difcovered to me
the form of aman. In an inftant they were all. or
their legs, agd T could count abwut ten or twelve of
them running tewards me. I immediately re-entered:
the tent,.and having awakened my men; ordered themy
% take their armes and follow me. As my firft ap-
were for my canoe, I ran to the. water’s

f£ide and found a pasty of Indians (for fuch I now dif~
coversd them to be) on the point of plundering it..
Before I reached them, ¥ commanded. my men not to
fire till I had given the word, being unwilling to begin.
hoftilities mnlefs” occafion abﬁ)lntdy uired. ‘I ac-
cordingly advanced. with sefolutiom, to the points:
of their fpears, they had no ‘ather weapons, and:
my hanger, afked them with a ftern voice,

what theywm&? They mﬂagqered at this,. and
perceiving they were like to .meet with a warm recep-
_ tion, turned about and precipitately retreated. We
them to an adjacent wood, which they enter-

ed, and' we faw no more of them, Howerver, for fw:rf
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of their return, we watched alternately ‘during "the
remainder of the night. The next day my fervanhts
were under great apprehenfions, and earneftly entreat-
ed me to return to the traders we had lately left. But
I told them, that if they would not be efteemed old
women (a term of the greateft reproach among the
Indians) they muft follow.me ; for I was determined.
to purfue my intended route, as an Englithman, when
once engaged in an adventure never retreated. On
this they got .into the canoe, and I walked on the
fhore to.guard them from any. further attack. The

of Indians who had thus intended to plunder
me, [ afterwards found to be fome of thofe ftragglin
bands, thatrhaving been driven from among the dlE
ferent tribes to which they belonged, for various
crimes, now aflociated themfelves together, and, living
by plunder, prove very troublefome to travellers who-
pafs this way ; nor are even Indians of every tribe
ipared by them.. The. traders had before cautioned
me tp be upon my guard againft them, and I would
repeat the fame caution to thofe whofe bufinefs might
call them into thefe parts. . : -
On the ift of November I arrived at Lake Pepim,
which is rather an extended part of the River Muifli-
fippi, that the French have thus denominated, about
two hundred miles from the Ouifconfin.. The Miflis
fippi below this lake flows. with a gentle current, but
the breadth of it is very uncertain, in fome plages it -
being upwards of a mile, in others not more“tHan a
quarter. 'This river has a range of mountains on each
{ide throughout the whole of the way ; which in pare
ticular parts approach near to it, in others lic ata great-
er diftance. 'The land betwixt the mountains, and on
thair fides, is generally covered with grafs, with a fewt
groves of trees interfperfed, near which large droves of
deer and elk are frequently feen feeding. : '
In many places pyramids of focks appeared, refem-
bling old rumnous towers ; at others amazing preCle:: é
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and, what is very remarkable, whilft this fcene prefenes

" ed itfelf on one fide, the oppofite fide -of the.{ame

‘mountain was covered with the finef¥ herbage, which
gradually afcended to its fummit. From theénce the
moft beautiftl and extenfive profpeét that imagina-
tion can form, opens to your view. Verdant plains,
fruitful mecadows, numerous iflands;- and all thefe
abounding with a variety of trecs that yield amazing
“ quantities s of fruit, without care.or cultivation ; fuch as
the nut tree, the maple which produces fugar, vines
loaded with rich grapes, and plum trees bending un-
der their bloeming burdens, but above all, the fine riv-
er flowing gently beneath, and reaching as far as the:
eye can extend, by turns attralt your admiration and
excite your wonder. :

_ The Lake is about twenty miles long, and near ﬁx.
in breadth ; in fome places it is very deep, and
abounds with various kinds of fifh. Great numbers.
of fowt frequent alfo this Lake and the rivers adjacent 5
fuch as frorks, fwans, geefe, brants.and ducks: and
in the groves are found great plenty of turkeys and
partridges.  On the plains ‘are the largeft buffalocs of
any in America. Here I obferved the ruins of a
French faltory, where it is faid Captain Sf. Pierre re-
fided, and carried on a very great trade with the Nau~
doweflies, before the reduétion of Canada.

About fixty miles below this Lake is a mpuntain
rematrkably fituated ; for it ftands by itfelf exaly in
the middle of the river, and looks as if it had flidden
from the adjacent fhore into the fiream. It cannot
be termed an ifland, as it rifes 1mmcdtately from the
brink of the water to a confiderable hei Both the
Indians and the French call it the I\Eountam in the
River.

One day having landed on the fhore of the Mifi-
fippi, fome miles below Lake Pepin, whilft my attend-
ants were preparing my dinner, I walked out to take a
view of the adjacent country. Ihad not proceeded

2
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far, before I came to a fine; level, open plain, on which
I perceived, at a little diftance, a partial elevation that
had the appearance of an intrenchment. On a near-
er infpection I had greater reafon to fuppofe that it
had really been intended for this many centuries ago. .
Notwithftanding it was now covered with grafs, I
could plainly difcern that it had once been a breaft-
work of about four feet in height, extending the beft
part of a mile, and fufficiently capacious to cover five
thoufand men. Its form was fomewhat circular, and
its flanks reached to the river. Though much defac-
ed by time, every angle was diftinguifhable, and ap-
peared as reguhr, and fafhioned with as much milita~
ry {kill, as if planned by Vauban himfelf. The ditch
was not vifible, but i thought,-on examining more"
curioufly, that I could perccive there certainly had
been one. From its fituation alfo, I am conwinced,
that it muft have been defigned for this purpofe. It
fronted the country, and the réar was covered by the -
river, nor was there any rifing ground for a confidera-
ble way, that commanded it 3 a few firaggling oaks
were alone to be feen near it.. In many places fmall
tralts were worn acrofs it by the feet of the elks and
deer, and from the depth of the bed of earth by which
it was covered, I was able to draw certain conclufions -
of its great antiquity. I examined all the angles,
and every part with great attention, and have often
blamed myfelf, fince, for not encamping on the fpot,
and drawing an exa& plan of it. To fhew that this
defcription is net the offspring of a heated imagination,

. or the chimerical tale of a miftaken traveller, I find on

inquiry, fince my return, that Monf. St. Pierre, and
feveral traders, have, at different times, taken.notice
of fimilar appearances, on which they have formed the
fame “codjectires, buf without examining them fo
minutely a3 I did. How.a work of this kind could
cxift in a country that has hitherto (according to the
general received opinion) been the feat of war to

. untutorsd
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uatutered Indians alene, whofe whale ftock of military
kngwledge hus only, till within twe centuries, amount-
ed to drawing the bow, and whofe only breafiwork,
even at prefent, is the thicker, I know hat. - Iluvc
given as exaét an account as poflible; of this fingular
appearance; and leavs %o fwture cxplarers of thefe dif~
tant regions to Mcuvelwheth@r it-ma pmdn&mnof
mture or art. -

: Perhaps the hints 1 ha#c hm givbn, might lead toa
morcperfe&mvefhgatmnof it, and giveius .very dif-
ferent ideas of the ancient fiate of realms: that we at
prefenit believe to have been from the arlieft: period
only'the habitations of favages. - e

The Miffifippi, as far as the entrance of the river
St. Croix, thirty miles above Ldke Pepin, is very fall
of iflands ;- fome of which are of a confiderable length.
Qn thefe.alo, graw great numbers of the mapie or fu-
gar tree, - -and aromnd them vires loaded. wijth grapes
creeping to their very tops. From the Lake upwards
few mountains are to be feen, and thofe but fmall.
Near the river St. Croix, refide three bmds of the

" Naudoweffic Indians, called the River Bands. .

This nation is compofed, at prefent, of eleven bands.

They were originally twelve ; but the Aflinipoils, fome
years ago, revolting, and {eparatmg them{elves from the
others, there remain only at this time eleven. Thefe
I met here aré termed the River Bands ; becaufe they
chiefly dwell near the banks of \this river ; the other
eight are generally diftinguithed by the txtle, Naudotv-
. effies of the Plains, and ‘inkabit a country that lies
mere to the weftward. The names of the former are
the Nehogatawonahs, the Mawtawbauntowahs, and the
Shahfwecntowahs, and confit of about four hundred
warriers, :

A little before I met with thefe three bands, I fell

" in with a party of the Mawtawbauntowahs, amounting
to forty warriors and their families. With thefe I re-
fided a day or two, during which time fivc or fix of

their
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their number who had been out on an excurfion, re.
turned in great hafte, and acquainted their tompen-
ions that a large party of the Chipeway warriors,
s« enough,’ as they exprefled themfelves, « to fwallow
them all up” were clofe -at their heels, and on the’
point of attacking their little camp.- The chiefs appli-
ed to meand defired I would put myfelf at their head,
and lead them oug to oppofe their enemies. As I was
a ftranger and unwilling to excite the anger of either
nation, I knew not how te a& ; and never found my-
felf in a greater dilemma. Had I refufed to affit the
Naudoweflies I {liould have drawn on myfelf their dif-
pleafure, or "had I met the Chipeways with hoftile in-
tentions, I fhould have made that people my foes, and
had I been fertunate engugh to have efcaped their ar-
rows at this time, on fome future occafion thould prob-
ably have experienced the feverity of their fevenge,
In this extremity I chofe the middle courfe, and de-
fired that the Naudoweflies would fuffer me to meet
them, that I might endeavor to avert their fury. To
thi¢ they reluftantly affented, being perfuaded, from
the inveteracy which had long prevailed between them, -
that my remonftrances would be in vain.

Taking my Frenchman with me, who could fpeak
their language, I haftened towardsthe place where the
Chipeways were fuppofed to be. The Naudoweflies,
during this, kept at a diftance behind.  As I approach=
ed them with the pipe of peace, a fmall party of their
chiefs, confifting of abeut eight or ten, came in a
friendly manner towards me ; with whom, by the
means of mvy interpreter, I held, a long converfation
the refult of which was, that their rancour being by
my perfuafions in fome meafure mollified, they agreed
to turn back, without accomplithing their favage pur~
pofes. During our difcourfe I could perceive, as they
lay fcattered about, that the party was very numetous,
and many of them armed with mufkets. -

Havi ily ded in my undertaking, X
ving bappily. fucceeded ia my seturncd
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returned without delay to the Naudoweffics, and defiz-
ed they would inftantly remove their camp to fome
other part of the country, left their enemics fhould re-
_ pent of the promife they had given, and put their
intentiens into execution, They accordingly followed
my adyice, and immediately prepared to flrike their
tents. Whilft they were doing this, they loaded me
with thanks ; and when I had fgen them on board’
their canoes, I purfued my route.

To this adventure 1 was chiefly indebted for the
friendly reception T afterwards met with from the
Naudoweflies of .the Plains, and for::the refpet and
honors I received during my abode among them. .

And when I arrived many months after at the Chip-
eway village, near the Ottowaw lakes, I found that my
fame had reached that place before me. The Chiefs
received me with great cordiality, and the elder part
of them thanked me for the mifchief I had prevented.
They infarmed ‘me, that the war between their nation
and the Naudoweflies had continued without interrup-
tion for mare than forty winters, That they had
long withed to put an.end to it, but this was generally
prevented by the young warriars of either nation, wha
could not reftrain their ardor when they met. They
fiid, they fhould be happy if fome chxdy of the fame
pacific difpofition as myfelf, and who .poflfeffed an
equal degree of refolution and coolnefs, would fettle
in the country between the two mations; for by the
interference of fuch a perfon, an accommodation,
which on their part they fincerely defired, might be
brought about. As I did not meet any of the Nau-
doweflies afterwards, I had not an ppportunity of for-
warding fo good a work. . g
- About thirty miles below the falls of :St. Antho-
1y, at which I arrived the tenth day after I left Lake
Pepin, is a remarkable cave of an amazing depth.
The Indians term it Wakonteebe, that is, the Dwell-
ing of the Great Spirit. The entrance.into it is about

.- : ’ ten

L PP -
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teis feet “wide, ‘the Height of it five feet. - The arch.
within is near:fifteen feet high and about thirty feet .

broad.. The bottom of it confifts of fine clear fand.
About twenty .féet from the entrance begins a lake;
the water of which is tranfparent, and extends to an
wafearchable. diftance; for the darknefs of the cave

all dttempts.to acquire a knowledge of it. I
threw a.f{mall.pebble towards the interior parts of it,
with my utmoft. ftengthr 3 I coald hear that it fell in-
to the water, and' notwithftanding it was of a fmall
fize, it caufed an aftonifthing and horrible noife, that
severberated through all thofe gloomy regions. ¥
found in this cave mrany Indian hieroglyphics, which
appeared very ancient, for time had nearly covered
them with mofs, fo'that it was with difficulty I eould
trace theml. Théy were cut-in a rude manner, upon
" the infide of the walls, which were compofed of a
feone {4 extreniely foft that it might eafily be penetrat-

ed with a knife : a ftone every where to be found near’
the Miffifippi. ' The cave is.only acceffible by afcend-
ing a natrow, fteep paflage, that lies near the brink of

the river. SRl

At alittle diftance from this dreary cavern, is the
burying place of feveral bands of the Naudoweffie In-
dians : though thefe people have no fixed refidence,
hvimg in tents and.abiding but a few months on one
{pet, yet they always bring the bones of their dead to
this place'y. which they take the opportunity of doing

when the chiéfs tieet to hold their' coundils, and to fet~

tle all public affxits for the enfuing fummer.

Ten miles below the Falls of St. Anthony, the Rivw"

er St. Pierre, called by the natives the Waddapow-
menefotor, " falls into the Miffifippi from the weft. It
is not mentioned by Father Hennipin, although a large,
fair river : this omiffion I conclude, muft-have pro-

ceeded from’a fmall ifland that is fituated exallly ar -

its entrancé, by which the fight of it is ihtercepted.

fhould not have difcovered this river myfelf, had I alx:ot
, . : taken

-
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taken a view, when I was fearching for it, fromi the
high lands oppofite, which rife to a great height..

Nearly over againft this river, I was obliged to leave
my canoe, on account of the ice, and travel by land to
the Falls of St. Anthony, where I arrived on the 17th
of November. The Miflifippi from the St. Pierreitas
this place, is rather more rapid than I had hitherto
found #, and without iflands of any confideration.. . - ;

Before I left my canoe, I overtook a young prince
of the Winnebage Indians, who was going oman ems—~
bafly to fome of the bands of the Naudoweffies. Find=
ing that I intended to take a view of the falls, he agreed:
to accornpany me, his curiofity having been often: ex~

_cited by the accounts. he had received from fome - of
his chiefs : he accordingly left his family (for-the In-
dians never travelwijthout their houfeholds) at this
place under the care of my Mohawk fervant, and we
proceeded together by land, attended only by my
Frenchman to this celébrated. place. o

‘We could diftinétly hear the noife of the watét, full:
fifteen miles bofore we reached the falls: and I was
greatly pleafed and furprifed, when I approached this.
aftonithing work of nature ;5 but I was not long at
liberty to indulge thefe emotions, my attention being
called off by the behavier of my companien.

The prince had no fooner gained the point that over-
looks this wonderful- cafcade, than he began with an
audible voice to addrefs the Great Spirit, one of whofe
places of refidence he imagined this to be.. He tald:
him thjit he had come a long way to pay his adora-
tions to him, and now would make him the beft offer-
ings in his power. He accordingly firft threw his
pipe into the fiream ; then the roll that contained his
tobacco 3 after thefe, the bracelets he wore on his
arms and wrifts ; next an ormament that encircled his -
neck,, compofed of beads and wires ; and at laft the
«earrings from his ears; in fhort, he prefented to his
god every part of his drefs that was valuable ; durilx:g

' this

-
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this ke frequently {fmote his breaft with great vivlence
threw. his arms about,-and appeared to be much agi-
tated.

All this while he continued his aderations and at
length concluded them with fervent petitions that the
Great Spirit would conftantly afford us his protetion
on our travels, giving us a bright {un, a blue fky, and
clear untroubled waters ; nor would he leave the place
till we had fmoked together with my pipe, in honor of
the Great Spirit. o

" I was greatly furprifed at beholding an inftance of.
fuch elevated devotion in fo young an Indian, and in-
ftead of ridiculing the ceremonies attending it, as I ob- -
ferved my catholig fervant tacitly did, 1 looked on the
prince with a greater degree of refpedt for thefe fincere

roofs he gave of his piety ; and I doubt not but that .
il)xis offering and prayers were as ‘acceptable to the uni-

_verfal Parent of mankind, as if they had been made
with greater pomp, or in a confecrated place. |
" Indeed, the ‘whole conduét of this young prince at
once amazed and charmed me. During the few days
we were together, his attention feemed' totally to be’
employed in yielding me every afliftance in his power 3
and even in fo fhort a time, he gave me innumerable
proofs of the moit generous and difinterefted friend-
fhip ; fo that on our return I parted from him with
great reluctange. 'Whilft I heheld the artlefs, yet en-
gaging manners of this unpolifhed favage, I could not
help drawing 2 comparifon between him and fome of
the more refined inhabitants of civilized coungries, not
much I own, in favor of the latter. '

The falls of St. Anthony received their name from
Fatl:er Louis Hennipin, a French miffionary, who trav-
clled into thefe parts about the yéar 1680, and was the

firlt European ever féen by the natives, = This amazing

* bedy-e ;wa}tci':,’wliich are ;bové 250 yards over, form
a ‘mpftl Pleafing.cataract ;" they” fall - perpendicularly
pboqt’t@my’ feet,, and the raplds ‘Below, in the fpace of
. Tt g T 300
.. D2 an
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300 yards more, render the défcent confiderably great=
er ; fo that when viewed at a diftance, they appear t
be much higher than they really are. The abovemen-
tioned traveller haslaid them down at above fixty'feet 5
but hg 'has made a_greater error in calculating the
height of the Falls'of Niagard ; which he afferts 8 be
6oo feet 5 whereas, from later “obfervations accurately
made, it is' well known that it does nof exceed 14b fegt.
But'the good father I fear too often had no other foun-
datjon for, his accounts, than report, or, at beft, a
flight infpc@tion. o : L
.In the middle of the falls ftands a finall ifland, sbout
forty feet broad apd fomewhat longer, on which grow
a few cragged hemlogk and Tpruce trees ; and abar+
half way, between this Iftand and the eaftern fhore is a
rock, lying at the very edge of the fall, in an oblique
pofition, that appeared to bg about five or fix feet
broad, and thigty, or forty long. Thefe falls vary much
from all the others I have feen, ‘as'you may approach
clofe! to” them ' without finding the leaft obftru&tion
from any integvening hill or piccipice. R
The coimtry around them’ is ‘¢xtremely -beautifull
It is not an uninterrupted plain, where the éyé finds no
relief, but compofedwf many gentle afcents, which in
the fummer are covered with the fineft verdure, and
interfperfed with little groves, that give a pleafing va-
riety to the profpéct. ,©On’ the whole; When the falls |
are included, which ‘ay bé feeri'at the diffince of foir
miles, a more pleafing and pilturefque “view cannot; ¥
believe, be found through the univerfe. I'could-have
withed that I had happenedto enjoy this glorions fight
at a more feafonable time of "the year, whilft'the - trees

* and hillocks were clad in natur¢’s gayeft livery, 2s this

muft havg greatly ,hg!d,eg}r,tq" the p‘l‘qaféi;’ ¥ recdived ;
however, cven then, it excecded ty' warintfe ekpektd-

,tiic)ng;.‘) -1 hayg endéavored tq"g‘fyq tli¢ reader 4s’jult hn
ddea

idea of this,;in,c,h’q‘) ing' 1pot, a$ poffible 4 bug alt de:
{cription, whethér of fhepericil o te ben; ‘muft fall
Uiftnitely thort of the original. S L A

>
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At £ httle'diﬁam‘c below the. falls ftands a fmail.-
iflahd, "of ~ abotit afi atre and an half, on which grow
a great number of oak trees, every- branch of which, .
<able to -fupport the ‘weight, was full of cagles nefts,
The reafon that thefe kind of birds refort in fuch num-
bers to this fpot; is; that they are here fecure from the-
attacks” either of man ‘or beaft, their retreat ‘being
guarded by the rapids, which ‘the:Indians never- at-
tempt to pafs.  Anothér resfon is, that they find a
conftant fupply of food for themfelves and their young,
from the animals and fifh'which are dathed to pieces
by the falls, and driver on the-adjacent fliore.

Having fatisied my . ‘curiefity, as far as the eye of
man can be fatisfied, I proceeded ‘on, ftill accompa-
nied by my young fncm’! till TTad reached the river
St. Francis, nedr fixty miles gbove the " falls. To this
-river, Father Hennipin gave thé name of St. Francxs,
and this was-thé extent of Ki2 travels, as'well as'mine;
towards the northweft.  As the fealon was fo advanced,
and the weather extremely cold, I was' not. able: te
make fo many obfchatxons on thcfe parts as.Iother:
wife thould have derie.* ~ ooy,

It might, however, perhaps, be neceﬂkx’y 16 obiferve,
that in the little tour I inade about -the fillls, -after
travelling fourteen miles, by the fide of 'theMiflifippiy
I came to a river nearly twenty yards wide, which ran
from the northeaft, ‘called Rum Ri¥er.: Add o the
20th of November‘ came to -ariother termed: Gdofe
River, about twelve yards wide. 1On the 21ft Tar.
rived ‘at the 8t. Frantis, which is about thirty yards ~
wide. Here the Miffifippi itfelf grows narrow, being .
not more than ninety yards over'; and appears to ‘be
chiefly compofed of fmall branches. Fhe ice prevent-
ed me froih notié’hg’ché’ &epﬂl oﬁ arty of thofe three
rivers, ! & i1 Y|

The cotntry: in Totm §I&ce§ i§ hmy, but withoat
large- monntaiak ; and the lind i -ttslcrab‘y good. i

ob mcd Kere. many déer and catribdos, fome elky with
abundance
'-
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abundance of heavers, otters,-and other fars. A ligtle
above this, to the. northe¢aft, are a,number of {mall
Ipkes called the Thoufand Lakes ; the parts about
which, though but little frequented, are the beft within
many: miles for hunting, as the, hunter never fails of
returning loaded beyond his expeétations. , ,

» The Miflifippi has never been explored higher up
than the River St. Francis, and only by Father Hep-
pipin and myfelf thus far. So that we are obliged
{olely to the Indians for all the intclligence we are able
to give relative to the more northern paits. As this

“river is net navigable from the fea for veffels of any
gonfiderable burthen, much higher up than the Forks -
of the Obio, and even that is accomplifhed with great
difiiculty, owing to the rapidity of .the current, and
the windings of the river; thofe fettlements -that
may be made on the interior branches of it, muft be -
indifputably fecute from the attacks of any maritime
power. But at the fame time the fettlers will have the
advantage of being able to convey thejr.produce to the
feaports, with great facility, the current of the river
from its fource to its entrance into the Gulf of Mex-
ico, being extremely favorable for doing this in fmall
eraft. 'This might alfo in time be facilitated by canals
or fhorter cuts; and a communication opened by
water with New Nork, Canada, &c. by way of the
lakes. The Farks of the Ohio are about nine hundred
miles from the mouth of the Mififippi, following the
coutfe of the river ; and the Meflorie two hundred
miles above thefe. From the latter it is about twenty
miles, to the Illinois River, and from that.to the Ouif-
confins which I have given an account of, about cight

* .hupdred more.

. On_ the 25th I retyrned to my canoe, which I.had
Jeft at the mouth of the River St. Pierre; and here I
yparted with regret from ury young friepd, the .prince
.of the Winnebagoes. 'This .river being; clear, of ice,
by reafon of its fouthern fituation, .1 qumd«!lqtlggg 'té?t
e e T " obftru

. v

<
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obftru® my paflage. On the 28th, being advanced
abqut forty miles, I arrived at a finall branch that fell
into it from the north ; to which, as it had no name
that I could diftinguith it by,. I gave my own. About
forty miles higher up I came to the Forks of Verd ard
Red Marble Rivers, which join at fome little . diftance
before they enter the St. Pierre. : . .

The River St. Pierre, at its jun&ion with the Mifv
ﬁﬁppn, is about a hunndred yards broad, and continues
that breadth nearly all the way I failed uponir. It has
a great depth of water, and in, fome places runs very.
brifkly. About fifty miles from its mouth are fome.
rapuds and much higher up there are many others. | -

I proceeded up this river about two hundred miles
to the country of the Naudoweflies of the plains, which
lies a little above the Forks formed by the Verd and
Red Marble Rivers, juft mentioned, where a branch
from the fouth nearly joins the Mcﬂ’one River. By
the accounts.L received from the Indians, I have rea~
fon to believe that the River St. Pierre and the Mef-
forie, though they cater-the Mxﬂiﬁppx twelve hundred
miles fromeach other, take their rife in the fame neigh-
borhood ; and this within the fpace of a mile.

The River St Pierre’s northern branch rifes from a
numbér of lakes near the fhining mountains ; and it
is from fome of thefe, alfo, that a capital branch f the
River Bourbon, which runs mto Hudfon’s Bay, has nl:
fources.

From the intelligonce I ghmed from the Naudovbﬁic
Indians, among whom I arrived on the 7th of Decem~
ber, and whofe language I perfectly.acquired during a-
rcﬁdcncc of five months ; and alfo from the accounts
I afterwards obtained. from the Affinipoils, who fpeak
the fame tangue, being 2 revoltedi bmad of the Nau«
doweffies; and from the Killiftinoes, neighbors of
the Affinipoils, who fpeak the Chipeway language,
and inhabit the heads of the River Bourbon ; I fay;

from thefe nations, togcthen with my. own Obﬁm
ons,
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tions, I have learned timt thre four moft-capital rivers
on the Continent of North :America, viz. the St. Law-
rence, the Miﬂ'rﬁppi, the river Bourbon, :and. the Ore~.
i?ln or the river of the Wetl (as:I hinted in my intro~
&tion) have. their fources in the fame neighborhood.
The waters of the- three former are within thirty miles
of each other; the latter, hmvevér, is rather furthes:
weﬁ:. .
» This thews that thefe parts-are the highcﬂ: lands i
North America;. and it is an inftancé not to be parel<
Ialed on the other. three quarters of tha. globe, that.

four .rivers of fuch magnitede fhould - take:their -rifer .

together;:and: each, .after:running ﬁpwatn céuxfes; dif=
 thein .watets into differont . opedns at they dif—
tdoe of . two : thoufard. miles’ froth -their {omrces Farr
ik their paffage from this fpot. to-the Bay.of Bt. Lawe
rente, daft 3 to the Bay of Mexico, fouth s to Hudfon’s
Bay, niotth 5 and to the bay at the. Straits of Anniant
weft, mhofthciétrwfc upwards oEww thouﬁmd:
miles. ©. .~ AN
i-.}: fhall here give my readcrs fuoh\neﬂeéhous as ot
evized to me; whend . had reeeived this: interefting in«
formation; and hhd by numberitefs inquiries, afcertiine

&l the teath of it 3. that is, as far as it was poffible to

atrive at a.certainty w:thout a perfonal inveftigatioh.
wdtcis well known. that the  Colonies, - particularly
thofe.4f New England and Canada, are greatly affadtd
ed, about the time their winter fets in, by a northwe(t
witidy which continués’ for feveral monsha; and remders
the cold much more intenfe thére than jt.isiin, the ind
terior-. parts. of America.. This I can, from my:own
knowledge, aflert; as I found the winter, that 1 pafied to:
the weftward of the. Miflifippi, far from:fevere ; and’
the. narthweft .wind: blowing ron :ithefe:countries:con-
fiderable more temperate than I have ofw:rcxpenenced
it:to be nearer the coaft: And_that this did riot arife:
from. an. uncertainty. of the feafons, but was annually:

the cafey: I.umclude, beth. from tlw {mall quantlty of.

. fnow
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fnow that then fell, and a total difufe of fnow fhoeg
by thefe Indians, without which none of the more eaft~
ern nations can poffibly travel during the winter. .
As naturalifts obferve, that air refembles water in
many refpeéts, particularly by often flowing in a com-
pa&t body ; and that this is generally remarked to be
with the current of large fireams, and feldom acrofs
them, may not.the winds that fet violently into the
bay of Mexico about the latter end of the year, take
their courfe over the Continent in the fame direftion
as the Miffifippi does ;. till. meeting with the north’
-winds (that from a fimilar caufe blow up the Bourbon
from Hudfon’s Bay) they are forced acrofs the great
kkes, down the current of the waters of the St. Law-
rence, and united, commit thofe ravages, and occafion
thofe fevere winters, experienced in the beforemen~
tioned countries ? During their progrefs over the
lakes they become expanded, and, confequently, affect
a_greater. tralt of land than they otherwife would do.
According to my fcanty knowledge of natural phi-
lofophy, this daes not appear improbable. Whether
it is agreeable to the laws cﬂ:abl'x{icd by naturalifts to .
account for the operations of that element, I know
not. However, the defcription here given of the fit-
uation of thefe vaft badies .of water, and their near ap-
proach to each other, with my own undigefted fup-
pofitions of; their-effet on the winds, may prove, per-
haps, in abler hands, the means of leading to many ufe-
ful difcoveries. -
. On the 7th of December, I-arrived (as I faid before)
at the utmoft extent of my travels towards the weft ;
where I met with 2 large party of the. Naudoweffie
Indians, among whom I refided feven months. Thefe
conflituted a part of the cight bands of the Naudo-
weffies of the.plains ; and are termed the Wawpeen-
towahs, the Tintons the Afrahcootans, the Mawhaws,
and the Schians. The other three bands, whofe

names
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names arc, thc Schlanefe, the Chongouifceton, and the
‘Waddapawjeftin, dwell higher up, to the weft of the
River St. Pierre, on phins that, according to their ac-
¢ount, ar¢ unbounded ; and probably terminate on thé
¢oaft of the Pacific'Ocean. The Naudoweflie nation,
when united, confifts of more than two thoufand war-
riors. Affinipoils, who revolted from them, amount
to about three hundred 5 -and league with the Kilifti-
noes, live in a continual fltate of enmity with the other
¢eleven bands.

" As I proceeded up the Rlver St. Pierre, and had
nearly reached the place where thefe people were en-
camped, I obferved two or three canoes coming down
the fiream ; but no fooner had tlie Indians that were
on board them, difcovered us, than they rowed toward
the land, and leaping afhore with precipitation, left
their canoes to float as the current drove them. In a
few mmutes 1 perceived fome others ;3 who, as foon as
they came in fight, followed with equal fpeed the ex-

ample of their countrymen.
I now thought it neceflary to procccd with caution 3
and therefore kept on the fide of the river oppofite’ to
that on which the Indians had landed. However, I
fill continued my courfe, fatisfied that the -pipe of
peace, which was fixed at the head of my canoe, and
the Englith colors that were flying at'the ftern, would
Frove my fecurity. After rowing about half 2 mile
urther, in turning 2 point, I difcovered a great ' num-
ber of tents, and more than a thoufand Indians, at a

little diftance from the fhore. Being now nearly op- |

pofite to them, I ardered my men to pull direftly over,
as I was willing to convince the Indians by fuch a ﬁep,
that I placed fome' confidence in them. '

As foon as I had reached the land, two of thc chiefs
prefented . their hands te me, and led rhe amidft the
aftonithed multltude, who had moft of them never
feen a white man before to a tent. - Into this we en-
tered, and accerding to the cuftom that univerfally pre-

vailg
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vails among every Indian nation, began to fmoke the
pipe of peace. 'We had not fat long before the crowd
became fo great, both around, and upon the tent;
that we were in danger of being cruthed by its fall.
On this we returned to the plain, where, having grati-
fied the curiofity of the common people, their wonder
abated, and ever after they treated me with great re-
fpect. : : -

PeF'rom the chiefs I met with the moft friendly and
hofpitable reception ; which induced me, as the fea-
fon was fo far advanced, to take up my refidence among
them during the winiter. To render my ftay as com-
fortable as poffible, I firft endeavored to learn their
language. " This I foon did, fo as to make myfelf per-
feitly mteligible, having before acquired fome flight
knowledge of the language of thofe Indians that live
-on the back .of the fettlements; and in confequence
‘met with every accommodation their manner of living
would afford. Nor did I want for fuch amufements
as tended te make fo long a period pafs cheerfully away.
I frequently hunted with them ; and at other times
beheld with pleafure their recreations and paftimes,
which I fhall- defcribe hereafter.

Semetimes I fat with-the chiefs, and whilft we fmok-
ed the friendly pipe, entertained them, in return for
the accounts they gave me of their wars and excurfions,
with a narrative of my own adventures, and a deferip-
tion of all' the battles fought between the Englith and
French in América, in many of which I had a perfonal
thare.. ‘They atways paid great attention to my details,
arid afked many- pertinent queftions relative to the Eu-~
ropean methods of making war. -

I held thefe.converfations with them .in a great
meafure to procure from them fome information rel-
ative to the chief point-I had conftantly ‘in view, that
of - gaining a knowledge of- the fituation and produce, -
both of ‘their dwit'country, and thofe'that lay to the
weftward of them. ': Nof was I difappointed in my

. much ufeful intel-
defigns 3 fOl'BI procured from ’thcm ~ ligence.
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ligence. They likewile drew for me plansof 4ll the

. countries with which thcy were acquainted-; but. as I

entertaiped no grest opinion of their geographical
knowledge, I placed not much dcpendence on them,
and therefore think it unneceffary to give them to the
public.  They draw with a piece of burnt copl, taken
from the hearth, upon the infide bark of th¢ birch
tree ; which is as {fmooth as paper, and anfwers the
fame purpafes, aotwnhﬁandang itis of 2 yellow caft.

FTheir ﬂsetches are made in 3 rude manner, but they

feem to glve us-as juft an idea of a country, although
the plan is not fo exact, as more experigncéd draughts-

" gen: could do.

I left the habltat;ons aof thefe hofpitable indmns the
latter end of April, 1767 5 but did not part from them
for feveral days, as I was*accompanied on my - jeurney
by near three hundred of them, among wiom were
many chiefs, to the month of the River St. Pierre.
At this feafon, thefe bands annually go. to the Great
Caye before mentioned, to hold a grand coyncil with
2l the other bands ; wherem they fettle their apera-

. tions for the enfuing year. At the sfame- timg they

carry‘ with them their dead, for interment, bound up
in biffaloes’ fkins. Befides thofe that accospanied
.me, others were gon;e before, and the reft wexe tg
follow.
" Never did I travel with fo cheerful and happy » com-
papy: But their mirth met with a fudden and tempo-
rary allay from avxolcm: ftorm that overtook us ene
day on our paffage.. We had juft lapded, and were
reparing to fet up our tents for the -night, when a
ﬁeavy cloud ovcrfprea.d the heavens, and the moft

- dreadful thunder, hghtmng, and sain iffaed from it that

ever I heard or beheld, - -~
The Indians were grea:ly temﬁed, and m 0 ﬁ;ch
fhelter as:they could find ; for only 2 few tents were
as yet erected.  Apprehenfive .of. the danger ithat
might enﬁxe from ftandmg near any thhg whsch: }c:hi
: PR ve
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ferve for-a condu&or, as the cloud appeared to ¢ontain
fuch an uncommon guantity of electrical fluid, I took
my ftand as far as pofiible from any covering ; choofing
rather to be expofed to the peltings of the ftorm, than
to receive a fatal ftroke. At this the Indians were
greatly furpfifed, and drew conclufions from it not un-
favorable te the opinion they already emtertained of
my refolution. Yet I acknowledge that I was never
more affe@ed in my life 5 for nothing fearcely could
exceed the terrific fcene. The peals of thunder were
fo loud that they fhook the earth ; and.the lightning
flafhed along the ground in ftreams: of fulphur ; fo
that the Indian chiefs themfelyes, although their
courage in- war is- ufually invincible, could not help
trembling at the horrid combuftion.: As foon as the
frorm was over, they flocked around e, and informed
me, that it was a proof of the anger of the evil fpirits,
whorn they were apprchenfive that they had highly
offended. » o : L
‘When we arrived at the Great Cave, and the Indians
had depofited the remains of their deceafed friends in

the barial plice that ftands adjacent to it, they held -

their great council; into which I was-admitted, and at
the fame ¥ime had the honor to be inftalled or adopted
a chief of their bands.. On this occafion I made the
following. fpeech, which I infert, to give my readers a
' {pecimen of the langunage, and manner in . which it is
neceffory to addrefs the Indians, fo as'to engage their
attention, and to- render the fpeaker’s expreflion, con+
fonant to their ideas, It was delivered on the firft dap
of Mey, r767% i . C

. % My brothers, chiefs of the nunmerous and. power«
ful Naudoweflies ! I rejoice -that through my long
abode with you, I can now fpeak ta you (though after
an imperfect manner) in your own tongue, like one of
your own children. I fejoice alfo that I have had an
opportanity {o frequently to- inform you of the glory
and pawer. of the Great King: that reigns oggr gltillll:
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Englith and other nations, who is defcended from a
very ancient race of fovereigns, as old as the earth and
waters ; whofe feet ftand on two great iflands, larger
than any you have ever feen, amidft the:greateft waters
in the warld, whofe head reachesto the fun, and whofe
arms encircle the whole earth : the number of whofe
warriors are equal to the trees in the vallies, the flalks
of rice in yonder marfhes, or the blades.of grafs on
your great plains : who has hundreds of canoes of his
own, of fuch amazing bignefs, that all the waters in
your country would not fuffice for one of them to-{fwim
in ; each of which have guns, not fmall like mine,
- which you fee before you, but of fuch magnitude, that
a hundred of yopr ftouteft young men would with
difficulty be able to carry one. And thefe are equally
furprifing’ in their operation againft the great. king’s
¢nemies when engaged in battle’; the terror they carry
with them, your language wants words to exprefs.
You may remember the other day when we were en-
camping at Wadawpawmenefotor, the black clouds,
the wind, the fire, the ftupendgus noife, the horrible
cracks, and the trembling of the earth, which then
- alarmed you, and gave you reafon to think your gods
were angry with you ; not unlike thefe are’ the war-
like implements of the Englith, when they are fighting
the battles of their great king. A
¢ Several of the chiefs of your bands have often told
me, in times paft, when I dwelt with'you in your tents,
that theyimuch wifhed to be counted among the chil-
dren and allies.of the great king my mafter. Youmay
remember how often you have defired me, when I return
again to'my own country, to'acquaint the great king of
your good difpofition towards him and his fubjeQs, and
that you withed for traders from. the Englith to come
among you. L
¢« Being now about to take leave of you, and to re-
turn'to my Own country, a long way towards the rifing
fun, I again afk you to tell me whether you contm:?

~
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of the fame mind as when I fpoke to you in council
Laft winter ; and as there are now, feveral of your chiefs
here, who came from the great plains towards the fet-
ting of the fun, whom I have never {fpoke with in
councxl before, I afk you to let me know if you are all
willing to acknowledge yourfelves the children of my
great mafter the king of the Enghfh and other nations,
as I fhall take the firft opportunity to acquamt him of
your defires and good intentions.

« I charge you not to give heed to bad reports, for
there are wicked birds flying about among the neigh-
boring mations, who may whifper evil things in your
ears againft the Englifh, contrary to what I have told
vou ; you muit.not believe them, for I have- told you
the truth.

« And as for the chiefs that are about to goto
Michillimackinac, I thall: take care to make for them-
and their fuit, a ftraight road, fmooth waters, and a-
clear {ky ; that they may. go there, and fmoke the
pipe of peace, and: reft fecure ont a beaver blanket under
the fhade of the great tree of peace. Farewell 1”

To this fpeech, I received the following anfwer, from
the mouth of the prineipal chief:- .

¢ Good brother ! I am now abotit to fpeaL to you
the Janguage of thefe my brothers, chiefs of the
eight bands of the powerful nation of the Naudowef-
fies. We belicve and are well fatisfied in the truth of
every thing you have told us about your great nation,
and the great king our greateft father ; for whom we
fpread this beaver blanket, that his fathcrly prote&tion
may ever reft eafy and fafe amongft us his children :
your colors and your arms agree with the accounts you
have given us about your great nation. We defire that
when you return, you will acquaint the great king how
much the Naudoweflies wifh to bc counted among his
good children.

« You may believe us when we ¢ tell you that we will
not open our €ars to any who may. dare to fpeak e‘;%

. E2 .
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of our great father the king of the Engﬁﬁx and other

nations. -

¢ We thank you for what you have done for us in
making peace between the Naudoweflies and the Chipe-’
ways, and hope when you return to us again, that you
will complete this good work ; and quite difpelling the

_clouds that intervene, open the Blue fky of peace, and

caufe the blgedy hatchet to be deep buried under the
roots of the great tree of peace. -

¢ We wifh you to to remember to reprefent to our
great father how much we defire that traders may be
fent to abide among us with fuch things a we need,
that the hearts of our young men, our wives and chil-
dren may be made glad. And may peace fubfift be-
tween us, fo long as the fun; the moon, the earth, and
the waters fhall endure. Farewell '

I thought it neceffary to caution the Indians againft
giving heed to any bad reports that may reach them
from the neighborin% nations, to the difadvantage
of the Englith, as I had heard, at different places
through which I pafled, that emiffaries were ftill em-
ployed by the French to detach thofe who were friend-
ly to the Englifh, from their intereft. And I faw,
myfelf, feveral belts of Wampum that had been deliv-
ered for this purpof¢ to fome of the tribes I was
among.” On the delivery of each of thefe, a talk was
held, wherein the Indians were tokd that the Englifh,
who were but a petty people,- had ftolen that country
from their great father the king of France, whilft he
was afleep ; but that he would foon awake, and take
them again under his protection. Thefe I found were
fent from Canada, by perfons who  appeared to be
well affefted towards the government under which

Whilft T tarried at ‘the mouth of the River ‘St

.Pierre, with thefe friendly Indians, I endeavored te

gain intelligence whether any goods had been fent to-

‘wards the Falls of St.'Anthony for my.ufe, agreeably
) ' v R R to
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to the promife I had recéived from the'Governor when
I left Michillimackinac. But finding ' from fome In-
dians, who paffed by in their return from thofe parts,
that this agreemént had not’ been fulfilled, I was oblig-
ed to give up all thoughts of proceeding further to the
northwett by this route, according to my original plan.
I therefore returned to” La-Prairie le Chien, where I
procured as many goods from the traders I left there
the preceding year, as they could fpare. -

As thefe, however, were not {ufficient to enable me
to renew my firlt defign, I determined to endeavor
to make my way acrofs the country of the Chipeways
to Lake Superior 3 in hopes of mee¢ting at the Grand
Portage on the north ‘fide of it, the traders that an-
nually go from Michillimackinac’ to the “northweft 3
of whom I doubted not but that I fthould be able -to
procure goods enough to anfwer my putpdfe, and alfo

to penetrate through thofe more northein parts to the

Straits o Annian. , A

And I the more readily " returned to La' Prairie le
Chien, as I could by that méans the better fulfil the
engagement’] had made to the-party - of 'Naudoweflies
menrioned at the conclufion of my fpeech.’ -

During my abodé with this people, withing to- fe-
cure them entirely in the intereft of the Englifh, I had
advifed fome of ' the chiefs to go to-Michillimackinac,
where they wotild have an opportunity of trading, and
of hearing the accounts that I had entertsined them
with of my countrymen; eoriffimed. At the fame
time I had furnifbed them with a recommendation to
the Governor, and given them every dire&tion necef=
fary for their voyage. '

In confequence of this, one of the principal chiefs,
and twenty five of an inferior rank, agreed to.go the
enfuing fammetr. -This they took an opportunity of
doing, when thé¢y came with thé reft of their band to
attend the Grand Countil at the mouth ‘t)'f g:e ng;t

- - b of the di
St chf:‘re. Being obliged; on écconnt pointment

-

~
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pointment I had.juft been informed ofy to return.fo
far down the Mlﬂlﬁppl, I could from thence the mare
cafily fet them on their journey. . -

As the intermediate parts of thig river are much fre-
quented by the Chipeways, with whem the Naudow-
cflies are continually at- war, they thought it more
prudent, being but'a finall party, to take the advan<
tage of the night, than to. travel with me by. day; ac-
" cordingly no ﬁ)oner was the Grand Council broke up,
than I took a friendly leave of thefe people, from whom
T had received innumerable civilities, and purfued once
more my voyage.

- X reachied the eaftern ﬁde of Lake Pepin the fame
mght, where I went athore and cncamped as ufual.

The next morning, when I had proceeded fome miles

ther, I perceived at a diftance before me, a fmoke,
which denoted that fome Indians were near ; and in
a fhort time difcovered ten of twelve tents, not far
from the bank of the river. As Twas apprehenfive
that this was'a party ef the Rovers ] had before met
with, I knew not what courfe to purfue. .My, attends
ants perfuaded me to endepvor to pafy by them on the
oppofite fide of the river ; but as I had hitherto found
that the beft way to enfime a friendly.reception from
the lnd:ans, is to meet them baldly, and without

wing any tokens of fear; I would by no means con-
fent to their propofal. In&sgd of this I aoﬂ‘ed di~
reftly over, and landed in the midft of them; for by
this time; the grebte{h!pm of. t.hcm were &andmg on
‘the fhore.

- ‘The firft'I accoﬁed wcre the Chupgwa.ys, mhabmng
near the Ottowaw Lakes ; who received me with great
cordiality, ‘and fhook’ me by the hand in: token: of
friendfhip.  A¢ fome little difkance behind thefe ftood
a chief rcmarkably tall and well made, but .of o ftern
an_ afped, that the meoft wadaunted perfon cotld not
behold him without feeling fome degree .of terror.
Hc fcemcd to have pafded thc mendxan of hf;, ax;d

v
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by the mode in which he was painted and tatowed, I
difcovered that he was of high rank. However, I ap-
proached him in a courteous manner, and expected to
have met with the fame  reception I bad done from’
the others 3 but to my great furprife, he withheld his
hand, -and looking fiercely at ‘me, faid, in the Chipe-
way tongue, “ Cawin nithifkin faganofh ” that is,.
o The Englifh are no good.” As he had his toma-
hawk in his hand, I expected that this laconic fentence
would have been followed with a blow ; to prevcnt
which, I drew a piftol from-my belt, and, holding it’
in a carclefs. pofition, pafled clofe by hun, to let h:m
fee I was not afraid of him.

1 learned foon after from thie other Indmns, that thns
was,a chief, called by the French, the Grand Sautor,’
or the Great Chipeway Chief, for they denominate the’
Chipeways, Sautors.- ‘They likewife told me that he
had been always a fieady friend to that people, and-
when they delivered up Michillimackinac to'the Eng-
lith on their evacuation of Canada, the Grand Sautor
had fworn that he would ever remain the avowed ene-’
my of its new pofleffors, as the territories on which the "
fort is built belonged to him. = .

Finding him thus difpofed, I took care to be con-
flantly upon my guard whilt I ftaid ;- but that he-
might. not fuppofe I.was driven away by his frowns,"
I took up my abode there for the night. [I'pitched
my tent at {ome diftance from the Indians, and had-
no fooner laid . myfelf down to reft, than I was awak-"
ed by my. French fervant. Having been alarmed by"
the .found of Indian mufic, he had tun to the out-.
fide of the tent, where he beheld a party of the young’
favages dancing towards us in an extraordinary man-:
ner, each carrying in his hand a torch fixed on the
top of a long pole. But I fhall defer any further:
account of this uncommon entertainment, which at-
once furprifed and alarmed me, till I treat of the In-
dian dances. ’

- : The
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The next moraing I centinued My voydge, and bew
fore night reached La Prairie le Chien; at whick
place the party of Naudoweflies foon overtook me.
Not long after, the Grand Sauter al{o arrived, and be-
fore the Naudoweflies left that place to continu¢ their
journey to Mishillimackinac, be found means, in con~
jun&ion with-feme French traders from Louifiana, to-
draw from me about ten of the Naudoweflie chiefs,.
whom he prevailed upen to-go toward thofe parts.

- The remainder proceeded, according to my direc—+
tjonsy to the Englifh fort ;. from whence I afterwards
heard that they returncd to their own country without
any unfortunate accident befallitig them, and' greatly:
pleafed with the reception they bad met with. ‘Whilft
not more than half- of -thefe whe went to the {fouthe

- ward through the difference of that fouthern climate
from their own, lived to reach their abode.- And fince:
I came to England, I have been informed, that the.
Grand Sautor having rendeted. himafelf more and more-
difgaitful to the Englifh, by his inveterate enmity to--
wards them, was at length ftabbed in.his tent, as he:
encamped near Michillimackinac, by a. tradery to whom-
I had related the foregoing ftory. .

..I thould have remarked, that whatever Indians hap~
pen to meet. at La- Prairie le Chien, -the great: mart'
to which all who inhabit the adjatent eountries reforty.
though the nations to which-they biclong;, are at war’
with each other, yet they are -obliged to feftrain their.
enmity, and to forbear all hoftile aéts during their ftay
there. - This. regulation has been lomg ecftablifhed:
ampng . them: far their mutual convenients,:. as withe:
out it no trade comld- be carried on.  The fame rule. is:
obferved alfo- at the Red Mountain (afterwards de-:
feribed) fron wheace they get -the ftone of -which:
they make their pipes ; thefe being. indifgénfable ¢o:
the accommodation of every ncighboring tribe, a:
fimilar reftriCtion begomes ncedfnly, and is of public
utllity- o - ~

The
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The River,St. PIGM¢ whith ruas tkmugh the ter»
ritories of the Naudoweflies, flows through a moft der
lightful country, dbounding with all the neceffaries of °
life, that grow fpentaneoyfly 3 and with a ligle cul-
tivatian it rmghs be made th pmduce even the.luxuries
of life.. Wild rice grows herg in .great abundance ;
and, epaty past: i $lled -with -trags,: bending wnder their
loads of fruits, fuch-applums, grapas, and apples ; the
meadows are covered with hops, and many forts of
vegetables ; whilft the ground is ftored with wfeful
roots, with angelicay fpikesard, -and groundnnts, as
large as hens’ eggs, At a little diftapce from the ﬁdcs
of the river are eminehces, from which you have views
that cannat be exceeded even by the mo@t beantiful of
thofe I have already deferibed 3 amid@ thc{’c, are de-
lightful .greves, and f#ch amazing quantities of maples,
that they would.produce. fugar {ufficient for any aume-
ber of iphphitants, .

A little way from the month ef thls river,. on the
north: fide of i, flands a hill, one part of which, that
towards the Miflifippi, is: compofed entirely of white
ftong, of the fame.foft nature as. that I have beforedew
fcribed 3 for-fuch, indeed, is all the ftone im thi¢ caun~
try. Bat what appears remarkable, is, ‘that ‘the color
of it is as white as the driven. {fnow. .'The outward
part of it was crumbled by the wind and weather into
heaps-of fand, of which a:besutiful cempofition might
be. made; or, I am-of opinioh, that, when pro+:rly
treated, the ftoae itfelf would grow harder. by ume,
and haye 2 very noble efein anchitefture. -

. Mear- that-branch; whickvis termed: the Mirble Riv» -
er, is a mountain, from whence the Indiana get a fort
.of-red ffone, aut: of which they hewthe bowls of their -
pipes. - In fome of: thefs parts, isifound:a black, hard
clay,iotsrathetfane, of mhwh theiNaudeweflies niake
their-family utenfils:. ;- This.countty likewife: abounds
wih anmlfmhne claws of . which Clina ware might be

maﬂe equal in: goadmfm the Adiatic 3 m.alroam

s -
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a blue clzy, that ferves thezindians for *pmt, with this

.
o

_ laft, ‘they contrivé, by mixing it-with ‘the rpdsftone,

" powdered, to paint themfgtves of different - colofs.
Thofe that.can.get-the blue clay here rentidhed, pamg
themfelves very much withf it ; particularly when they’

1

are -about to” begifthei {ports and pafhmcs k s~

;alfo eftcemed by them a mark of peace,”as itthasa re-
“femblance of a bime fky, which “with’ them is a fym-
bol of it,and made ufe of in their fpeeches asa figuras
" tive expreflion to denote peace. "When they with to
thew that their-inclinations are pacific: fowards other
tribes, they greatly ornament both thcmfelvcs and their
belts with it.

Having concluded my bufinéfs at La Prame le CH-
en, I proceeded onge more up the Mi fﬁﬁppx, as far as
the place whére the Chipeway River -enters it, a little
* below Lake Pepin. Here, having engaged” yn Indian
pilot, I directed him to fteer tow'ards' th‘b Ottawa'#
" Lakes; which lie near the head of this river. This hc
did, and I arrived at them the beginnmg of July. -

The Chipeway River, at its jun®ion with the Mlm
Sippi, is about, eighty yirds.wide, but i’ much Wlder ab
you advance into'it. Near thirty miles up it fe)
into two branches,+and I took my courfe through that
which liesto the eaitward. .

The country adjoining to the river, - for about» fixty
miles-is very level, .and on its banks lie fine meadows,
wl s_e.larger droves iof buffaloes and'elks were feeding,
than I obferved in amy other part of rayitravels> The

track between'the two branches of this Fiveris termed, "

the Road of War, between the Chlpcway and. Nau—
doweffie Indians. .. - ...

The country to the falls is almoﬁf without any then-
ber; and abowe thaty very tneken ~ snd< rugged, and
«clofely wooded - with pifies; beech,: maple;: and-hirch,
Herg 2 moft remarkable and aftonifhing:Gight prefent-
ed itfelf: to-my view. Ina waed) on.the!eaftof. the
mu', which was about three quarters ‘of 4. mile in

- length,

- -
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. length, and it Hepth furtifeb than ny eye “could reach.

I obfetved, that- every ree,anany’ o'ﬁ.wlnch were more .
than fix feet in cireundiérence, - was+lying flat on the
ground, forn up by the ro This appeared to have
been done By fortie ea&ra.cxc"hlhar .hurrncme‘ﬂmt came
from the wetl fome years ggé 5 Btit how many' I could
not leard, as.i found no mhqbltants near 1;, of whottdd
I corld gain mformatxon The edtyrtsy @n the weft-
fide of the mvgr,,from emg"lefs wooJ), had efcaped,
in a great meaﬁx{e, this’ havor, gs only 3 h.wt esAvCre

blown down.e’ &7y 270 - &
- Near the heads Bf. this rwcr, isa town o? the ‘Chip-
€ways, fromwwhem:e it takes igs- namme. I¢ s fitudted

on each fide, oﬁﬁ\the nqux (w ich at*this place is of

no confiderable. braadth) and lies Mjacent to the banks ,
of a fmall laRe. -'This town containg ibout foriysy
houfes, ﬁg c:uf sfendjout ~upwards of. one hundred

“warriorss manj .of “whom swere fine, ftaut young men.

"The houfes of it are byilt after the Indian manner,
and have et planfations behind them ; but the in-
Labitants, in general, feemed to be the naftieft pcoplc ‘_

I had ever been among. - T obferved, thaf the womeps ~ ¢!

and children mdulgcd tl@emﬁ,lves in a cuftom, which,
though .common, in fome degree, throughout every
Indian nation, appcars to be, according to.our 1dga>,
of the moft nauceous and indclicate nature ; that of
fearching each other’s hesl, and Mng the prey ca.upht
Lhercm -,

- In ]uiy 1 left this’ town, ana having crofled a num-
ber of {inall lakes and carrying places that intervened,
came to a head branch of the River St. Croix. This
branch I defcended to a fork, and then 'ucendcd.;m- )
other to its fource. On both thefe rivers I dxigow,rt da’ ‘
teveral mines of%virgin copper, whlchgﬁas as purc as
that found in any other country.

Here I came to a- finall brook, “which my guide
thought might be joined at fome difta ﬁce by ‘ftreams *
that would at length render it ‘navigable. “The water |

v B R s
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at frft was I‘o..f ty, hat” my canoe‘vou!d DY no
*“means fwim «in ity but ha¥i ped updeveral old
beaver dams, hxch had been brokew dowg by-the -
huntéts, [ was enabled to ,rocgea for fome miles, till.
by she qonjunétion gha few brooks, &efe"lxds becamc ‘
« * @0 longer neceffary. | In #thort time gthe water #a- - |
ﬁ‘cafed toa mo(%‘rapxd wer, which,we defcended -
till it entere® inte Llike Superior. Thxs river I named
. aftgr a gentleman that defired gl accompany me from
- the fawn of .the Ottaghaedics to tin‘e ymg Place on
) LaRe Supesier, ‘Toddard’s i
0" the weft of this is another'fmall r;vgr, whicls
alfé¢ emptiés” jtfelf it the Lake, This I tetmed
Strawbe lﬁucr, ory thesgreat hmmber of fraw-
c berries of a“gooé ize and ﬂa‘or"ﬂqt grew oh,its

The country from the Ottowaw Dnkeg tnake Su+
- -perf®r, is in general very unevén -#hd thxckly covered
» _ with woods. " The foil in fome places is tolerably good,

“in othgrs but flerent. In the heads'of ém
A Cro1x and hipgway Rivers are exceeding fine
T fhrgeon. A thc wilderngfs betweeh the Miffifipp:
and Lake Supcrzor s calllf by she Indians the Mof~
chetto Coyptry, and I thought it moft juftly named 3
.. for, it being then their feafon, I never faw or felt “fo
~ of thofe infetts in my life.

'I'¥1e latter end of'Ttily I ar¥ived, after having coaft-
ed through Weft Bayys st the Grand Portage, whic]
lies on the northweft borders of Lake Superior.}
Here thofe who go on the rorthweft trade, to the~
Lakes De Pluye, Dulibis, &c. carry over their canoes

¢ and™ Baggage about nidt miles, tll they come to a
““humber of fipall lakes, the waters of “fome of which
defcend into ?ﬁke Superior, and othérs into the river
g Bourbon. . Lake Superior from Weft Bay to this place
3 is boﬁmdcd by rocks, except towards the fouthweft part
of the Bay, whaege I firf entered i i, there it was tolcrably

\ lﬁv& .
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'f"&,,,” *x‘fv;,,‘k (naﬁ.a -
.+ Wt theG ‘Portageés a fmaﬁ baf before the
¢ , entrance of which lies an ifland glsagaintercepts _the
'+~ dreary#ndruninterrupged view over the Lake, which -
otherwi{gy would hag prefented itfelf, and makes the
»bay ferene and pleafant. Iere I met a large party of

w-the, Killiftifioe andeAffinipoil Indlans, with™ thei.re-

- fp&tiva’kingg and their famjligs. ¢+ They were come
“to thisuplace in order to "x?et the t:raderg frém.Miclifg
illimatkinac, who make this theix road t& the north-
‘weft. Frén tham® I agseived the following atcoynit
-of the Lakes that'lic to the ngrthweft of Lake §1p¢rior.
 Lake Bongbiong, tife sgft narthern of thofe yet i~
-govered, rgeeived its name from fome Frenth traders

* who &ccompianied a party of Indians to Hulfpr’s-Bay
fome- years 0y-and was,fhiu denominited by them

TETT e

in fenor of the royal family of Fradeg, Jui} fompofed &
t _ gourbo"n;_. iver, which, as I hg¥ei@ uf
Jefore obferved #tifes s great way to the fouthward,

of the waters of the

not far from the northern heads of the Miflifippi® o« .

_This lake js about eighty miles in length, north and

“9.; . W T - T o .
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- fouth, :;_gd"‘i's nearly circular. " Jt has no very large *.
L.iﬂands onit. The land on the eaftern fide 1s vepy .o

good ; and to the fouthweft there are’ fome moun--g* *

s, and nipfafles.~ Its latitwde, 1 between $fty fwo

4 tains : in many otBgr parts“these are barren plains,
% fifty fouy, degrees north, and it lies nearly-fouth-

weft from Hudfpy’s By, As fhrough its northern

fituation the weather there is extremely cold, s a
apimals are to be found iy the country that bor-
wders on it. They gave me but an indifferent account
i gither of the beafts, birds, or fithes. There are in-
""" deed fome buffaloes of a fmall fize, which are fat and
good about the latter end of fugimer, with a few meofe

and carriboo deer : however, this deficiency is made up*
by the furs of tvery fort that are to bé met with in
great plenty around the lake. The timber growing

here is chiefly fir, cedar, fpruce, and fome maple. °
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Lake Winncpeek, or as the French write :it,.‘f,ag:
Oumipique, which' lies neareft to the foregging, is
compofed of the fame waters. <1t is in length about
two hundréd miles north and fouth ; “its badth has.
never been properly afcertained, but is fuppéfed to be

# about one hundred miles irvits wideft part. "This hake

LS

’ a

“»

-
$

‘is very full of iflands I thefe are, however, of fo grfat .
magniPude. | Many confidéralle rivers empty” them-
felves into it, which,” a8 yet, are not diftinguithed by
2ny names.” The waters are ftored Jwith fih; fuch as
trgmt and’ fturgeon; and alfo with others of a fmaller’
kind peculiar to, thefe lakes. » *  # = W . .
The landeon the fouthweft part of itdswery goody
efpedially ,about the entrance ot large branch of “the
River Beurbon; which flows from the fouthweft. On
this river therelis a faftory "that was "built by®the

1'French, called Fort la'Reine, to which the traders from
Mighillimackinac refort to trade with the Affinipoils
an

Killiftinoes. ‘To this place the Mahahs, who in-
habit a_country two hurdred and fifty miles fonthweft,
come alfo to trade with'them ; and’ bring grest quan-
thies of Indian cofn, to exchange for knives, toma- .
hawks, and other articles. Thefe pedple are fuppofed
to dwellon fome of the branches of the River of the
Welr, A& - U

 Lake Winnepeek'has on-the portheaftfome moun-
tains, and on the caft mahy bafren plains. * The maple
or fugar tree grows here in great plerty, find there is
likewife gathered an amazing quaritity of rice, which
proves that grain will flourifh in thefe northern cli-
mates as well as in warmer. Byﬂ'albcs,. carriboo, and
oofe deer, are nimerqus in thefe¢ parts. The buffa-
Joes of this country %1&’;; from thofe that are found
more to the fouth only, in fize ;" the former being
much fmaller ; juft as thg black cattle of the north-
ern parts of Great Britain ‘d(ilﬁ’cf from Englith o:gén.o
) . e -0 n
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On fhe waters that fall into this lakg: the neigh-
baring nations take great numbers of €xcellent furs.
Some of thefe they carry to the faloridh and fettle-
ments beldnging to the Hitdfon’s Bay Company, fitu-
ated above the entrance of the Berbon River; but
this'they do with reMx(tancg, on fevegsl accounts; for w
fome of the Affinipoils and:Killiftmoes, who ufually
traded with the Compgny’# fervants, teld me, that if
they could be fure of a config@ fupply of goods from
Michjllmmckinac, they would not trade any where elfe.
They fhewed me fome cloth and other articles that ~
they had purchafed at Hadfon’s Bay, with which they
wereymuaclt diffatisfied, thinking they hadebesn greatly
#mpoled upon in the Barter, i

Allowing that their accounts were true, I -could not -
belp joining in their opifiog;’ PBut this diffatisfattion ™
might probably proceed, in a great meafure, from the™ -
intrigues of the Canadian traders: (for whilit the
French were in poffeffion of Michillimackinac,. having
acqiired a thorough knowledge of the trade of the ¢
northweft countries; they Where employed on that ac-
count, after the redution of Canads, by the Englith ,
traders there, iff the; eftablithment of this trade with **.
which they awere themfelves :guite Bnacquainted. Qne
of the methods they took to withdr¥ thefe . Indfans
fron their attachment to the Hugdfon’s Bay Company,
and to enffage their goed opinion in behalf of ig‘heir
new employers, was by depwdtiating, on all: occafions,
the Company’s goods, and magnifying the advantages .
that would arife to them from trafficking entirely with  #
the Canadian traders.3¥ In this they too well fic-
ceeded, and from. this, doubtlefs, did the diffatisfaction
the Affinipoils and Killiftinoes, exprefléd to me, partly
proceed. But another reafgn augmented it ; and.this
was the length of their journey to the Hudfon’#Bay
fa&tories, which, they informed'me, took tlicm up three
months, - during the fummer heats- to go and return,
and from the fmallnefs of their canoes they could. not

F 2 ' 3 ’ Caﬂ'i
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<arry more than a third of the besvgrs they killed. So

«that %t is not to be wondered at,.that thefe Indians

thould wifh to have traders come to refide among
. them, It is'true that the parts they inhabit are with-
in the limits of tiAmHudfon’s Bay territories ; but the

#. Company muft#e under the neceffity of winking at

-

i»

an encroachment of this &#d, as the Indians would,
without doubt, protet the traders when among them.
-Bebdes, the pafiports ted to the traders that go

from Michillimackindc give them liberty to tradg to,
the northweft about Lake Superior; by which ig-

meant Fogt La Reine, Lake Winnepeek, or any other
parts of the waters of the Bourbon River, wherg the
Couriers de Bois, or Traders, may'make it moft con-
venient to refide. :

Lac-du Bois, as commonl{ termed by the French in
their s, or in Englith, the Lake of the Wood, is fo
called from dge multiplicity of wood growing on its
banks ; fych as® oaks, pines, firs, fpruce, &c. This
Lake lies ftill higher upon a branch of the River Bour-
bon, and nearly -eaft fromsfthe fouth end of Lake Win«
nepeek. © It is of great depth in' fome places. 1Its
length from eaft to weft about feventy mles, and its
greateft breadth. about forty miles. It has but few
iflands, and tha® of no great magnitude. The fifhes,
fowls, and quadrupeds that are found near it, vary but
tittle from thofe of the other two lakes. - A*few of the
Killiftinoe Indians fometimes encamp on the borders
of it to fith and hunt. A -

This lake lies in the communication between Lake
Superior, and the Lakes Wi¥nnepeek and Bourbom:
Its waters are not eftcemed quite fo pure as thofe of
the other lakes, it having, in many places, a muddy
bottom. "

¥ 1a Pluye, {o called by the French, inmEnglith
the Rainy lLake, is fuppofed to have acquired this
name from the firlt travellers, that paffed over it, meet-
ing with an uncommen deal of rain 3 or, as fome

A 4 . - have
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have affirmed, from a mift like rain, occafioned by a
perpendicular waterfall that empties nfclf into'a rivey
which lies to the fouthweft. :

This Lake appears to be divided by an’ xﬁhmus, near
the middle, into two parts : the weft part is called the
Great Rainy Lake, the eaft, the little Rainy Lake, as4
being the leaft divifion. It lies a few miles further to
the eaftward, on the fame branch of the Bourbon, than
the laft mentioned Lake. I+ in general very {hallow
in its depth. The broadeft part of it is not more than
twenty miles ; its length, including both, about three
hundred miles. In the weft pag, the water is very
clear -and good : and fome excellent ﬁﬂ1 gre. taken in
it. A great many fowls refort here in thé 'fall of the
year. Moofe deer are to be found in great plenty,.and
likewife the carriboo ;. whofe fkin for breeches or
gloves, exceeds by“far, any other to be met with in
North America. The land on the borders of this
Lake is efteemed, in fome places, very good, but rather
too thickly covered with wood. Here rcﬁdes a con~
ﬁderable band of the Chipeways.

* Eaftward from thxs Lake lies feveral ﬁhall ones,
which extend in @ firing to:the great carrying place,
and fgom thence into Lake, Supgrior. . Between thefe
little " Lakes are feveral carrying placés, .which. rendet
the trade to the northweft difficult to accomplifh, and

. exceeding,tedious, as’'it takes two years to make one
voyage frOm Michillimackinac to thefe parts.” . -

Red Lake is a comparatively fitall lake, at the head
of a branch of the Bourbon River, which is called by
fome; Red River. Its form is nearly round, and about
fixty miles in circumference. On one fide of it is a
tolerable large ifland, clofe by which a finall river en~
terss It bears almoft foutheait both from Lake Win-
nepeelspand from Lake du Bais. .The parts adjacent -
are very little known or frequented, even by the fa=
ages themfelves. Not
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o -‘Notﬁ\r&om ‘this Lake, a ll'tle ©» tbzﬁ&uthweﬂ:‘,

. .4 guothéyr, ealled White Bear kake, whickds nearly ™

* _ + about the fize of the laft mentionad. The wateks that. +

"« compofe this Lak# are the moft-northern .of apy ‘t |
fupply the Midifippi, andvgnay bercalled with propri--
ety its moft remote fource. It is fed by two or %rce a

*  finall rivers, or rather lasge brooks. 3

A few milés from it, to- the “fodtheaft, are 2 great

.+ mumber of fmall lakes, nofie of which are snere tian.

} T ten miles in circumference, that ate called. the Thou- =~
. find Lakes. In-the adjaceit ountry is seckoned thq:i ]

. ﬁnege huinting, #0r furs of any on this continent 5 thea

. - Indians who hunt here, feldom retarning without hav--

I their canoes loaded as decp-2s they can fwim. . -

. u%zlmmg jufk-before oN'erved that this Lake i the:
wtmoft northern fource of the Mxﬂiﬁ ppi; I thall here «
further remark, that before this ‘river enters the Gulf’

- of Mexico, it has not man lefs, through a2l its: mean-- |

derings; than three thou{and miles ; or, ina ftraight:

dine from nmorth to fouthi, abauit | twenty degrees, which:

~ s nearly fourteen hundred Eng Mh miles?

S Thefe Indtans' infSfmed: mc, that to the’ﬂoz:thweﬂ'

- of Lake Winnepeeks lies anothier, whofe circumference:

. vaftly exceeded any they h#l given mé an accoppt of-
They defcribe it as much lzrget than Lake Superior. 4
But a3 it appears torbe fo- far to. the northwett, 1 fhould.
imagine that it was not a lake, but rather thg Archipe
lago, or broken waters that form the commumcatm ‘
between Hudfon’s Ky and the nagthern parts of the
Pacific Ocean.

There are an infinite number of fmall lakes, on the.
more weftern parts of the weftern head branches of =
the Miffifippi as well as. between thefe and lake Win-
nepeck, but none of them are large enough to fuppofe.

» either of them to be the lake or waters meafpr by the-

Tadians .

They likewife informed ‘me, that fome of the north--

&rn branches of the Meflorie and the fouthern branches.
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'~ of thé St. 'Pnen'& l‘nu: a commummtlon wuh each; .
¢ other, exggpt for a mile s@dver ™ which tth carrytheir ﬁ
» canoes.¥ And by \shas I could leagn from thcm, this o, o
* is ghe road thgv take w hen their war-parties maY‘qErhexr P
F eacurﬁong:upon tg*e Pgwnegs and Pawngynees nations,
inhabiting fomgbtanches of.tht}!MdTouc River® -In
I sthe coumry belongmg to thefe;. peop'e it is fmb‘l’hat .o
Mandrakes are. freqmndy fuuﬁ ,d. fpt,'ucsp of rhot re- .
fenmbling: hyman_beings of ®oth {exes, and thut thefe ™ *_
* are mor‘,perfc&‘tlnu fuch as fr difcov credeabout the h' |
R l.Nﬂe h]I\cthq' Ethiopia, " . : —

7 A little ro the northw d‘“ of. t.lxe lv‘ads pE the Me{'-
Ve fr)nc and St. T1°ne, the Iml."ms Yurthes ¥ told n‘t_, “that .

- therg'was & nation rithex‘,famlfcr and whmr than t‘T\e . nj
. rmmhborm'r tribes, who cultiygte ‘their groynd, and“ o

.-‘

-~ (as far as T conld gather' from eheir expreflion§ g
fome meafure the artss.. To this accop .t they addzd,
that fome of the nations who inhabit thofe parts t]m’?

lie to ebedveft of the’éhmmg Mountams, have gold fo i_

plenty among them, thfit they make thcir moft com-

-, mon utenfils of it. ‘Thefe mountiins (which 1 (hall de
fcribe “th@e particularly hereafigny divide the waters
that fa¥into the South Sea from thofg that run into the
Atlantic.

The people dwelling" near tﬁem are fuppofcd to be -

fome. of the different tribes that.were tributary to the
Mexican kings, and who fled from their native coun-
*; 'try, to feek an afylum in thefe porgs, about the time of
© the conqueﬁ of Memco by the’ Spmzrds, gmre thqn
two-cénturies ’1go
-As. fome confirmation of this ﬁ'pn(’)ﬁnon, it is re-
marked, that they have chofen the moft interiér p!rts’
for their retréat, being ftill ‘prepoflefled with a rofion
that the fea édafts have been infefted éver fincé With
monﬁcq vomiting fire, and hurling ‘about thuntler and
lightning 5 from whofe bowels iffued - mcn,““ ho- with
unfeen m{’tmments, or by ‘the potver of rmgc, killet?

thg-harmlefs Indxans at an aftonifhing“diftance:  From
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* The trades We expe&ea bemg lﬂer %bxs fdafon
th,an ‘ufual, and ourgnumber§ wery conﬁdexable“ for

- n, there were more thgn three hyndged pf us, the #ock -

prov:ﬁons we hd “brobght th]y b was ‘1regrly
‘éxhaufte'.h. md we waxted. wq;h ‘ampaticnce "for thew
g.arrnal. ] .
. Oge day, %rlulﬁ' we were all expreﬁing ot wx(hes

L for this denraﬁle event, and, looku “Fomran cmmencc
" iiChopes of fecingthem’conle ovet thg. lake;khe ghief

-h,‘v.

LS prxert Deforiging. o the band of Killiftinoes,- told usy

u\

tia

? «r that he would, €ndeavor tq obtgip aconfergnce: w&ﬁ

sHe Great Spmcg and know .from lgmz when the trad-
er§ would arrive, ]‘pmd little: atrention oo "Mis detla .
ration, fuppofi ng-th agit ﬁ‘ould be prpdu‘zhvp of {ome
Jugglmg trick, juft 'Tqﬁicxcntly oyered to deccxvc’fhc
ignorgnt Indians. But the kmg of . that tripe tellmg
e that this wa$ cincﬂy.&mdertakm b) the prieft, tp '
alleviate my anxiety, and at the fame fime to coqvmcc
me how much jnter eft he Liad with e Great Spirit, I -
thought it necc{Ta{y tq rcfh ain my. a,m{*lverﬁpns on
his ¢ ehgn )

The following evuung was ﬁxegl upon for thls fpmt-

« ual conference.; When every thing had besn properly

prepared, the kmg came to me, and led me to .a.capa-
cious tent, the ¢overing of which .was drawn _up, fo
-as t@render what was, ,trxanfagtmg.,,\uthm, vifible to
thofe who- ftood thhout -We_found ke tentglur-
rounded by ‘a_gweat number of” thelndmns,‘ﬁut we
xeadily gained admiffion, and feated ourfclves on {kins

Jaid on the ground for that purpofe. &
In the centre I obferved that there was g place of an
‘)long thape, which was compofcd of frakes ﬂ:u(‘k in
the .ground,: with intervals between, {0 as to form g
kind of cheftur coffin, large enough to'contain the’
body of a map.. Thefe werg,of:a. middle ﬁze, and
placed at fuch a diftance from each other; that what-
ever lay within: them wag .readlly to be difcerned. The
‘tent was perfedtly 1llummats,d by 9,. e great nugpber
. of

Se
> -
-
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oi"torchcs.,made of {pfinters cut fromthe pine or birch
treg, which the Indians held in their hands.

In a Yew minutes the prieft entered ; when an amaz-
ing Wrge elk’s fkin Being fpread on the ground, juft
at my #get, he-haid himfelt down upon it, after having
fiript himfelf of every garment except that which he
wore clofe about his middle. * Being now proftrate
on his bacl;, he. firft laid hold of -one fide of the,

" fkin, and folded it over him, and then the .other 3
leaving only hi¥ head uncovered. “This was no fooner
done, than two of the young men ‘who ftood by, took
about. forty yards. of ftrong cord, made alfo of an elk’s
hide, ang- rolled--it tight ‘round his body, fo that he
was complefely fwathed within the fkin. Being thus
bound up like an Egyptian Mummy, one took him by
the heels, and the qther by the head, and lifted him
over-the palcs into the enclofure. ¥ could alfo now
difcern him as plain as I h#d hitherto done, and I took
care not to turm my eyes a moment from the object
before me, that I might the more readily detect the
artifice ; fortfuch I doubted not but that it would turn
out to be.

The prieft had not lain in this ﬁtuatlon more than a
few feconds, when he began to mutter: This he con-
tinued to do for fome time, and then by degrees grew
louder and louder, till at length he {poke articulately 3
however, what he uttered was in fuch-a mixed jargon
of the Chip¢way, Ottawaw, and Killiftinoe languages,
that P could not underftand" but- very little of it.,
Having continued in this tone for a confiderable while,
he at laft exerted his voice to its-utmoft pitch, fome-
times raving, and fometimes praying, till he had.work-

ed himfelf into fuch an agntatxon, that he foamed at

his mouth.

After having remained near three quarters of an
hour in the place, and continued his vociferation with
unabated vigor, he feemed to be quite exhaufted, #nd
remained fpeechlefs. DBut in -an’ inftant he fprung

. G > B . UPQn

-
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upen his feet, notwithftanding at the time he was put
in, it appeared impoffible for him to move either his
legs or arms, and thaking off his covering, as guick as if
the bands with which it had been bound were barned
" adunder, he began to addrefs thofe who fteed around;
in a firm and audible voice. ¢ My brothers,” faid he,
¢ the Great Spirit- has deigned to hold a Talk with
his fervant, at my earneft requeft. He has net, ine
deed, told me ‘when the perfons we expedt; will ba
here § but to-morrow, foon after the fun has reached
his higheft point in the heavens, a canoe will arrive,
and the people in that will inform us when the ‘tra-
ders will come.” - '
Having faid this, he fiepped out of the enclofure,
- and after he had put on his robes, difmiffed the affem.
-~ bly. Iewnl was greatly aftonithed at what I had
feen 5 but as I ebferved that every eye in the com~
pany wss fixed on ‘me with 2 wiew to difcover my
fentiments, I carefully concealed every emotion. ‘
The next day the fun thone bright, and long before
noon all the Indians were gathered together on the em-
inence that overlooked the lake. The old king came
to me and afked me, whether I had fo much gonfidence
in what the prieft bad foretold, as to join his peoplé
on the hill, and wait for the completion of it ; I told
him I was at a lofs what opinion.to form of the pros
diQion, but that I would readily attend him, On this
- we walked together to the place where the others were
_.affembled. Every-eye was again fixed by turns.on me
and on the lake ;5 when juft as the fun had reached
- his zenith, agreeably to what the prieft had foretold, a
canoe came round a point, of land about a league dif-
tant. The Indigns no fooner - beheld it, than they for
pp an univerfal fhout, and by their looks.feemmed to
; ttiumph in the intereft their prieft thus evidently had
_with the Great Spirit. ‘
- In lefs than an hour the canoe reached the fhore,
when I attended the king and chicfs tp roceive th%ﬁ
o who

'
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who were on board. As foon as the nven were landed,
we walked all together to the king’s tent, when, ace
eording to their invariable cuftom, we began to fimoke ; -
and this we didy, notwithftanding our impatience to
know the tidings they brought, without afking any
queftions ; for the Indians ate the moft deliberate
people in the world. -However, after fome triv~
int converfation, the king inquited of them, whether
they had feenr any thing of the traders ? The men
feplied, that they had partel from them a few days
before, and that they propofed being here the fecond
day from the préfent. Fhey accordingly arrived at
that time greatly to our fatisfaction, but more
ticularly fo to that of the Indians, who found by this
event the importance both of their prieff and of their
nation, greatly augmented in the fight of a ftranger. -
This flery I acknewledge appears to earry with it
marks of great credulity ir the relater. Bat no ene
3s lefs tinétured with that weaknefs than myfell
The circamftances of it, I own, are of a very extra-
‘ordimary nature ; however, as I can vouch for their
being free from cither exaggeration or mifreprefenta-
tion, being myfelf a cool and difpafiionate obferver of
them all, I thought it neceflary to give them to the
public. And this I do without withing to miflead
the judgment of, my readers, or to-make any fuper-
fitious impreffions on their minds, but legving them
to draw from it what conclufions they pleafe.
I have already obferved that the Aflinipoils,  with 4
of whom I nvet here, are 2 revolted band of the
audoweffies ; who on account of fome real or imag-
ined grievances, for the Indians in general are very
tenacious of their liberty, had feparated themftlves
from their countrymen, and fought: for freedom pt -
the expenfe of their eafe. For the country they now
inhabit about the borders of Lake Winnepeck, being
much further north, is not near fo fertile or agreeable
R . - ”
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as that' they have relinquithed.” They ftill retain the
language and manners of their former affociates. |

The Killiftinoes, now the neighbors and allies of
the Affinipoils, for they alfo dwell near the fame lake,
and on.the waters of the River Bourbon, appear to
have been originally a tribe of the Chipewayg as they
fpeak their language, though in a different dialect.

_ Their nation confifts of about three or four hundred
warriors, and they feem to be a hardy, . brave - people.
I have already given an acgount of their country when
I treated of Lake Winnepeek. As they refide within
the limits of Hudfon’s Bay, they generally trade at
the fatories which belong to that company, but, for
the reafons mentioned before, they frequently come
to the place where I happened to join them, in order
to meet the traders from Michillimackinac.

The anxiety I had.felt on account of the traders’
delay, was not much alleviated by their arrival. I
again found my expeftations difappointed, for I was

" not able to procure the goods I wanted from any of
them. I was therefore obliged to give over my de-

figns, and refurn.to the place from whence I firft be-

an my extenfive circuit. I agcordingly took leave
of the old king of the Killiftinoes, with the chiefs of
both bands, and departed. This prince was upwards
of fixty years of age, tall and flightly made, but he
carried himfelf very eret. He was of a courteous,
affable difpofition, and treated me, as did all the chiefs,
with great civility. '

I obferved that this people ftill continued a cuftom,
that appeared to have been univerfal before any of
them became acquainted with the manners of the
Eufopeans, that of complimenting firangers with the
company of their wives; and this is not only practifed
by the lower ranks, but by the chiefs themfelves, who
-efteem it the greateft proof of courtefly they can give
a ftranger.

‘ The



CARVEW's TRAVELS. yy

The beginning of Ottober, sfter having coafted
round the north and eaft borders of Lake Superior, I
arrived at Cadot’s fort, which adjoins to the Falls of
zft. Marie, and is fituated sear the fouthweft corner

it. : :

Lake Saperior, formerly termed the Upper Lake,
frem its northern fituation, is {o called on account of
its faperior in magnitude to any of the lakes on
that vaft continent. It might jufily be termed the
Cafpianr of America, and is fuppofed to be the largeft
body of freth water on the globé. Its circumference,
according to the French charts, is about fiftezn hana
drod miles s but I believe, that if it was coated round,
and the utmoit extent of every bay taken, it would
éxceed fixteen hundred. :

After I firft entered it from Goddard’s River oa
the welt Bay, I coafted near twelve hundred miles of
the north and eaft thores of it, and obferved that the
greateft part of that extenfive traé&t was bounded by
focks and uncven ground. The water in general ap-
peared to lie ona bed of rocks. When it was calm,
and the fun fhone bright, I could fit in my canoe,
where the depth was upwards of fix fathoms, ard
phainly fee huge piles of fione at the bottom, of differ-
ent fhapes, fome of which appeared as if they were
hewit. The water at this time was as pure and tranf-
parent as air 3 and my canoe feemed as if it hung fuf-
pended in that clement. It was impoffible to look at-
tentively through this limpid medium at the rocks

. * below, without fimding, before many minutes were

elapfed, your head' fwim, dand your eyes no longer
able to behold the dazzling fcene. S

I difcovered alfo by accident another extraordinary
property in the waters of this lake. Though it was
in the month of July that I paffed over it, and the fut-
face of the water, from the heat of the fuperambient
3ir, impregnated with no fmall degree of warmth, yet
on letting down a cup to the depth of about 2 fatho&x:

62 "
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the water drawn from thence was fo exceflively cold,

" . that it had the fame effet when received into the

mouth as ice. ]

. The fituation of this lake is varioufly laid down 3
but from the moft exaét obfervations I. could make,

it lics between forty fix and fifty degrees of north lati-

tude, and between cighty four and ninety three de~

grees of weft longitude, from the meridian of London.

There are many iflands in this lake, two of which
are very large ; and if the land of them is proper for
cultivation, there appears to be fufficient to form on
each a confiderable province ; efpecially on Ifle Royal,
which cannot be lefs than a hundred miles long, and
in many places forty broad. But there is no way at
prefent of afcertaining the exaét length or breadth
of either. Even the French, who always kept a fmall
fchooner on this lake, whilit they were in poflctlion
of Canada, by which they could have made this dif-
covery, have only acquired a flight knowledge of the
external parts of thefe iflands ; at leaft they have never -
publithed any account of the internal parts of them,
that I could get intelligence of.- -

Nor was %eable to difcover from any of the con-
verfations, which I held with the neighboring Indians,
that they had ever made any fettlements on them,
or even landed there in their hunting excurfions.
¥rom what I could gather by their difcourfe, they
fuppofe them'to have been, from their firft formation,
the refidence of the Great Spirit ; and relate many
ridiculous ftories of enchantment and magical tricks
that had been experienced by fuch as were obliged,
through firefs of weather, to take fhelter on them. .

One of the Chipeway chiefs told me, that fome -of
their people being-once driven on the ifland of Maure-
Pasy which liestowards the northeaft part of the lake,
found on it large quantities of a heavy, thining, yellow
fand, that from their defcription muft have been gold
duft. Being ftruck with the beautiful appearance of

. lt,

.
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it, in the moming, when they re-entered their canoe,
they attempted to bring fome away ; but a fpirit of an
amazing fize, according to their account, fixty feet in
Reight, ftrode in the water after them, and command-
ed them to deliver back what they had taken away.
Terrified at his gigantic' ftature, and fecing that he
had nearly overtaken them, they were glad to reftpre.
their thining treafure ; on which they were fuffcred to
depart without further moleftation. Since this inci-
dent, no Indian that has ever heard of it, will venture
near the fame haunted' coaft. Befides this, they re- -
counted to me many other ftories of thefe iflands,
equally fabulous. S
The country on the north and eaft parts of Lake
Superior is very mountainous and barren. The
weather being intenfely cold in the winter, and the fun,
having but little power in the fummer, vegetation there
is very flow ; and confequently but little fruit is to be
found on its thore. It however produces fome few fpe-
cies in great abundance. Whortleberries of an un-
common fize and fine flavor, grow on the mountains
near the lake in amazing quantities ; as do black cur-
rants and goofeberries in the fame luxuriant manner. -,
But the fruit which exceeds all the others, is a bera
ry refembling a rafpberry in its manner of growth, but
of a lighter red, and much larger ; its tafte is far more
delicious than the fruit I have compared it to, notwith-
ftanding that it is fo highly efteemed in Europe :
it grows on a fhrub of the nature of a vine, with leaves
fimilar to thofe of the grape ; and I am perfuaded
that was it tranfplanted into 2 warmer and more kind-
ly climate, it would prové a moft rare and delicious
fruit. Lt
Two very large rivers empty theinlelves into this lake,
on the north and northeaft fide ; one is called the Nipe-
gon River, or, as the French pronounce it, Allanipegon,
which leads to a band of the Chipeways, inhabiting
a lake of the fame name, and the other is termed the
Michipicooton
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Michipicoston River, the foaree of which is fitusted
towards Jame’s Bay, from whenee there is but a (hort
carriage to another river, which empties itfelf into that
bay, at a fort belonging to the company. It was'by
this paffage ¢that » party of French from Michillimack-
* imac, invaded the fetrlemients of that foclety in the
reign of Queen Anne. Huving takefi and deftroyed
their forts, they broaght thé cannon which they found
in them to the fortrefs from whence they had iffued 3.
thefe were Tmall brafs pieces, dnd retnain there to the |
prefent time 3 having, through the efual revelitions
of fortune, returnéd to the poffe@on of their former
mafters.

Not far fron the Nipegon is a fitmll river, thit juft
Before it enterd thie lake, has 2 pefpendicular fall from,
the top of a thountain, of more than fix hundred feet.
Beifig very natrow, it dppears at a diffance like o
white garter fufpended in the air. .

A few Iridians inhabit round the esfiern  borders
this lake, fuppofed to be the remaims of the Algon-:
kins, who formnerly pofici¥d this country, but who
hive been nearly extirpated by the Froquois of Canas
da. Lake rior has mear forty rivers that fall jn-
to it, fome of which are 6f confidérable fize. On
the fouth fide of it is 2 remarkable point of cape; of
about fixty miles in length, called Pomt Chégomegan..
It might as properly be termed a peninfala, as it is neatw
ly feparated from the continent, on the eaft fide, by
marrow bay that extends from eaft to weft: ' Canoes
have but a fhort portage acrofs the ifthmus, whereas if
they coaft it round, the voyage is more than a bun-
+ dred miles. : v -

About that diftance to the weft of the cape juft des
feribed, a confiderable river falls into the like, the
. head of which is compofed of a great affemblage of
fnall fireams.  This river is remarkable for the abun
dance of virgin copper that is found on and near its
banks. A metal which is met with a¥fo in feveral
ether places on this coaft. I obferved that many gf
bl ~ ONICt the
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the fmall iflands, particularly thofe on the eaftern
fhores, were covered with copper ore. They appear-
ed like beds of copperas, of which many tons lay in a
fomall fpace. ) :

A company of adventurers from England began,
foon after the conqueft of Canada, to bring away fome-
of this metal, but the diftraCted fituation of affairs in
America has obliged them to relinquifh -their {fcheme.
It might in future times be made a very advantageous
trade, as the metal, which cofts nothing on the fpot,
and requires but little expenfe to get it on board,
could be conveyed in boats gr canoes through the Falls
of St. Marie, to the Ifle of-St. Jofeph, which lies at.
the bottom of the Straits near the entrance into Lake
Huron ; from thence it might be put on board larger
veflels; and in them tranfported acrofs that lake to the
Falls of Niagara ; there being carried by land acrofs
the Portage, it might be conveyed without much more
obftruction to Quebec. The cheapnefs and eafe with
which any ‘quantity of it may be procured, will make
up for the length of way that is neceflary to tranfport
it before it reaches the {ca coaft, and enable the ‘pro-
prietors to fend it to foreign markets on. as good terms
as it can be exported from other countries. :

Lake Superior abounds with a variety of fith, the, .

principal and beft are the trout and fturgeon, which:
may be caught at. almoft any feafon in the greatefb
abundance. The trouts i, general weigh about
twelve pounds, but fome are caught that exceed fifty..
Befides thefe, a fpecies of white fith is taken in great,
quantities here, that refemble a fhad in their fhape,;
but they are rather thicker, and lefs bony ; they,
weigh about four pounds each, ard-are of a: delicious-
tafte. The beft way of catching thefe fith is with a
net ; but the trout might be taken at all times with
the hook. There are likewife many forts of fmaller
fith in great plenty here, and which may be taken
with ea%é ; among thefe is a fort refemblingahcm:ll‘gi
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that are gerierally made ufe of 29 2 bait for the trove.
Very fmall crabs, not hirger thant a-helf a' crown pieee;
ave found both in this and Lake Michigan.

This Lake is as much -affefted by ftorms 4s the At
lantic ocean ; the waves run as high, and are equally
38 dangersus to fhips. It dif¢harges its waters from¢
the foutheaft corner, through the Straits of 8t. Marie.

. At the upper end of thefe Sraits ftands a fort thaw
veceives its mamie from them, commanded by Mon-
fiear Cadot, a French Cinadianm, who being proprie-
tor of the foil, is ftill permittet to keep poffeffion of
it. Near this fort is a very firong rapid, againft which,
thoagh it is impoffible for eanoes to: afcend, yet when
condudted by careful pilots, they might pafs down with-
out danger. .

Though Lake Saperior, as I have befdre obferved,
# fupplied by near forty tivers, many of which are
confiderable ones ; yet it does not appear that ome
tenth part of tlie waters which ave conveyed into it by
thefe rivets, are carried off at this evacuation. Hew
fuch a fuperabandance of waters can be difpofed of,
as it muft certainly be by fome means or other, with-
out which the circamference of thte lake would be core
tinually enlanging, I know trot 1 that it dees not emps
ty itfelf, as the Meditertanean fea is fappofed to- do,
by an under curreiit, which ally cotintéradts
that near the furface, is certain ; for the fiream which
fulls over the rotk is hot more than five or fix feet in
depth, and the whole of it paffes on through the
Straits into the adjacent lake ; nor is it probable that
fo great a2 quantity can be abforbed by exhalations g
confequently they muft find a paffuge, through fome
fibterrancan cavaties, deep; dnfathomable, and never
to be explored. ”

The Fulls of St. Matie, do not defeend perpendies
dlarly as thofe of Niagira or St. Anthony do, but
éonfift of 2 rapid which ¢ofitinnues nearly three quarters
of a mile, over which canoes well piloted might pafs. -

. ¢ At
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At the bottom of thefe Falls, Nature has formed a
moft commadious flation for catching the fifth which
are to be found there in immenfe quantities. Perfons
i ftanding on the rocks that lie adjacent to it, may take
with dipping nets, about the months of September
and. O&tober, the white fith beforementioned ; at
| that feafon, together with feveral other fpecies, they
. crowsl: up to this fpat in fuch amazing fhoals, that
- h may be taken to fupply, when properly cured,
ds of inhabitants throughout the year.
. The Straits of. St. Marie are ahout forty miles lang,
. bearing foutheaft, but varyipg much in their -breadth,
| The current between the¢ Falls and Lake Huron i
npt {o rapid a5 might-be, expeled, nor do they pre.
vent the navigation of thips of burden as far up as the
Ifland of St. Jofeph. :

It has.boen ebferved by travellers thet the entrance
into Lake Supperior, from thefe Straits, affords one
of the mpf plealing profpes in the werkd. The
place in which thjs might he viewed to the greatef}
advantage, is ju@ at the opening of the igke, rom .
whepce may be foen on the left, many beautiful listle,

' iflangs that extend a3 cenfiderable way before you 3
and an the right, an agreeable fupceflion. of fmall points
of land, that projeft a little- way into the water; and
contributg, with the iflands, to render this delighsful
bafon (as it might be termed) calm and- fecure from
the ravages of -thofe tempefiueus winds by which the
adjaining lake is. frequently troubled. :

Lake Huron, into whigh yon naw-enterfrom the
Btraits of. 8t. Marie,is the next in magnitude to Lake
Sugerior. -1t lies -between forty two-and forty fix dee
greas of north lasitude, and feventy nine and eighty
five’ Hegrees of ‘waft  longitude. . Its fhape is'nearly

. triangular, and its. cizcpmicrence : sbout on¢ theufand

des, i

On the north fide of it lies an ifland that is remarkes
able forvbeing near a livadred milgs.in Jeagth, and ne

more”
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more than eight miles broad. This ifland is known by
the name of Manataulin, which fignifies a Place of
Spirits, and is confidered by the Indians as facred as
thofe glready mentioned in Lake Superior.

About the middle of the fouthweft fide of this lake,
is Saganaum Bay. The capes that feparate this bay
from the lake, are-eighteen miles diftant from each
other ; near the middle of the intermediate fpace ftand
two iflands, which greatly tend to facilitate the paffage
of canoes and fmall veflels, by affording them fhelter,
as without this fecurity it would not be prudent to
venture arcofs fo wide a fea ; and the coafting round
the bay would make the voyage long and tedious.
This bay is abott eighty miles in length, and in gen-
eral about eig iteen or twenty miles broad. .

Nearly half way between Saganaum Bay and the
northweft corner of the Lake, lies another, which is
termed Thunder Bay.” The Indians, who have fre-
quented thefe parts from time immemorial, and every
European traveller that has paffed through it, have -
unanimoutfly agreed to call it by this name, on account
of the continual thunder they have always obferved
here. The bay is about nine miles broad, and the
fame in length, and whilft I was paffing over it, which"
took me up near twenty four hours, it”thundered and
lightened .during the 'greateft” part of the time to an
exceflive degree. = '

There dppeared to be no vifible reafon for this that
I could difcover, nor is the country in general fubjet
to thunder ; the hills that ftood aroond were not of a
remarkable height, neither did the external parts of

. “them feem to be covered ‘with any fulphurous fub=
¢ - ftance. But as this phenomenon muft originate from
.. fome natural caufe, I conjehire that the fhores of the
.~ bar, or the adjacent: mountains, are either impregnated:
with an uncommon quantity of fulphurous matter, or
contain fome metal or mineral apt to attrad, in a great
degree, the electrical particles that are hourly borne

_over



i

CARVER’s TRAVELS. 85

over them by the paffant clouds. But the folution
of this, and thofe other philofophical remarks which
cafually occur throughout thefe pages, I leave to the
difcuffion of abler heads. =~ - :

"The fith in Lake Huron are much the fame as thofe
in Lake Superior. Seme of the: land on its banks is
very fertile, and proper for cultivation, but in other

ts it is fandy and barren. The promontory -that
?:;arates this lake from Lake Michigan, is compofed
of a vaft plain, upwards of one hundred miles long,
but varying in its breadth, being from .ten to fifteen
miiles broad. This tra&t, as I have before obferved,
is divided into almoft an: equal portion between the
Ottawaw 4dnd Chipeway Indians. At the northeaft
corner this lake has a communication with Lake Mich~
igan, by the Straits of Michillimackinac already de-
fcribed.

I had like to have omitted a very extraordinary cir-
cumftance, relative to thefe Straits. According to
obfervation, made by the TFrench, whilft they were
in pofleflion of the fort, although there is no diurnal

- flood or ebb to. be perceived in thefe waters, yet, from
.an exadt attention to their ftate, a periodical alteration

in them hasbeen difcovered. It was obferved that
they arofe. by gradual, but almoft imperceptible de- .
grees till they had reached the height of about three
feet. This was accomplifhed in feven years and a
half ; and in the fame fpace they as gently decreafed,
till they had reached their former fituation ; fo that
in fifteen years they had completed this' inexplicable
revolution. C . e
At the time I was there, the truth of thefe obfervae
tions could not be confirmed by the lith; as they
had then been. only a few years in poflefion of the

- ofort ; but they.all agreed that fome alteration in thes

limits of the Straits was apparent. - All thefe lakes are

1 fo affeted by the winds, as fometimes to have the

H 3 appearance
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appearance of a tide, mcordmg as they happen to blew j
but thisis only temporary an
. A.great number of the Clnpeway Indmns live fcat,
tered around this lake, parti¢ularly near Saganaum
. On its banks are found an amazing quantity of
the fand cherriés, and in the adjacent country nearly
the fame fruit, as thofe that- grow about the other
lakes.

From the Falls of 8t. Maric I leifurely proceedcd
, back to Michillimackinac, and arrived there the begins
ning of November 1767, having been fourteen months
on this extenfiveé tour, I travelled near four thoufand
miles, and vifited twelve nations ¢f Indians lying to
the weft and north of this place. The winter fetting
in foon after'my arrival, I was obliged to tarry " therg
till June following, the navigation over Lake Huron
for large wefels not being open, on account of the ice,
tillithat time. Mecting here with fociable company,
I pafled thefe manths very agteeably, and w:thont
ﬁndmg the hours tedious.. .

~One. of my chief amufements was that of ﬁfhmg for
trouts, Though fhe Straits..were covered. with ice,
we found ‘means ta make holes through ‘it, and let~
- ting down firong lines of fifteen yards in length, to
. which were fixed three or-four hooks baited  with the
" fmall fith-before 'defcribed, we frequently caught two
at a time of forty pounds weight each 5 but the com+
son fize.is from ten to twenty poundse. Thefe are
moft delicious food. The method of preferving thém
during the three ‘months the winter generally lafts,
is by hanging them up i the air  and in ene night
they will be Frozen fo-hard that thcy will keep as well
as if they were cured- with falt,

‘] have:.only pointed out i the ptan of i my travels,
the circuit I made from my .leaving Michillimackinac
till I arrived again at that fort. . Thofe ¢ountries that
He nearer to the colonies have. been fo often and fo
minutely defmbcd, that any, fursher account of them

, would.
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would be ufelefs. I fhall therefore only give my reads
_ers in the remainder of my journal, as I at firft pro«
pofed, a defcription of the other great lakes of Canada,
many of which I have navigated over, and relate at
the fame time-a few particular incidents thas: I trufk
will not be found inapplicable or unentertaining. ..

In June 1768, I left Michillimackinac, and retnrned
in the Gladwyn fchooner, a veffel of about eighty
tons burthen, over Lake Huron to’ Lake St. Claire,
where we left the fhip, and proceeded in boats to De- -
troit. This lake is about ninety miles in circumfer~
ence, and by the way of Hurom River, which runs
from the foath corner of Lake Huron, receives -the
waters of the three great lakes, Superior, Michigan,
and Huron. Its form is rather round, and in fome
places it is deep enongh for the navigation of large
veflels, but towards the middle of it there isa bar of
fand, which preveants thofe that are loaded from pafi~
ing over it.. Such as are in ballaf¥ only-may find
water to carry them quite throngh ; the cargoes, how-
tver, of fuch as are freighted muft be taken out, and
after being tranfported acrofs the bar in boats, re-
ibipped again. *

‘Fhe river that runs from Lake St. Claire to. Lake
Erie (or rather the Strait, for thus it might be termed
from its name) is called Detroit, which is in French,
the Strait. It runs nearly fouth, has a gentle current,, -
and depth of water fufficient for thips of confiderable
burthen. The town of Detroit is fituated on the
weftern banks of this river, about nime miles below
Lake St. Claire. - . :

Almoft oppofite on the eaftern fhore, is the village
of the ancient Hurons : a tribe of Indians which have
been treated- of by fo many writers, that adhering to
the reftriCtions I have laid myfelf under of only de-
fcribing places and people little known, or incidents
that have paffed unnoticed by others, I fhall omit

giving a defcription of them. A miflionary Of) :31::
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order of Carthufian Friars, by permiffion of the'bithop
of Canada, refides among.them. .

The banks of the River Detroit, both above and
below thefe towns, are covered with fettlements that
extend more than twenty miles ; the country being
exceedingly fraitful,; and proper for the cultivation of
wheat, Indian corn, oats, and peas. . It has alfo many
fpots of fine pafturage ; but as the inhabitants, who
are chiefly French.that fubmitted to the Englith gov-
ernment, after the conqueft of thefe parts by General
Amberft, are more attentive to the Indian trade than
to farming, it is but badly cultivated.

The town of Detroit contains upwards of one hun-
dred houfes. The firects are fomewhat regular, and
have a range.of very. convenient and handfome bar-
racks, with a {pacious parade at the fouth end.. On
the weft fide lies the king’s garden, belonging to the
governor, which is very well laid out, and kept.in
- good order: 'The fortifications of the town confift of

. a firong blockade, made of round piles, fixed firmly
m the ground, and lined with palifades. ‘Thefe ar®
defended by fome fmall baftions, on which are mount-
ed a few indifferent cannon of an incdnfiderable fize,
juft fufficient for its deféence againft the Indians, or an
encmy not provided with artillery..

The garrifon in time of peace, confifts of w0 hun-
dred nen; commanded by a field officer, who a&s as
chief magiftrate under the governor of Canada.. Mr.
Turnbpll, captain of the Goth regiment or Rayal
‘Americans, was commandant when, I happened to' be

- there. This gentleman was defervedly efteemed and
refpected, both by the inhabitants and traders, for the
propriety of his conduét ; and I am happy to have an
opportunity of thus pubhcly making my acknowledg--
ments to him for -the cxv1ht1cs I received from him
during my ftay.

Inthe year 1762, in the month of July, it rained
on this' town and .the parts adjacent, a fulphurous

water
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water of the color and confiftence of ink : fome of
which being colle¢ted into bottles, and wrote with, ap-
peared perfectly intelligible on the paper, and anfwered
every purpofe of that wfeful liquid- Soeon after, the
Indian wars already fpoken ef, .broke out in thefe
parts. I'mean not to fay that this incident was om-
inous of them, notwithftanding it is well known that
innumerable well attefted inftances of extraordinary
phenomena happening before extraordinary events,
have been recorded in almoft every age by hiftorians
of veracity 5 I only relate the circumftance as.a faét,
of which I was informed by many perfons of undoubt-
ed probity, and leave myy readers,'as I havé hitherto
done, to draw their own conclufiens from it.

Pontiac, under whom the party that furprifed Fort
Michillimackinac, as related in the former part of this
work, afted, was dn enterprifing chief or head war-
tior of the Miames. During the late war betweenr
the Englith and the French, he had beerr a fteady
friend to the latter, and continued his inveteracy tothe
former, even after peace had been concluded between
thefe two nations. Unwilling to put an .end to the
depredations he had beén fo long engaged in, he col-
leéted an army of confederate Indians, confifting of
the nations before enumerated, with an intention to
renew the war. However, inftead of openly attack-
ing the Englifh fettlements, he laid 4 fcheme for tak-
ing by furprife thefe forts on: the extremities which
they had lately gained pofleflion of. -

How weil the party he detached to take Fort Mich-
#llimackinac facceeded, the reader already knows. To
get into his hands Detroit, a place of greater confe-
quence, and much better guarded, required greater
refolution, and more confummate art. He of courfe
took the management of this expedition on himfelf,
and drew near it with the principal body of his troops.
He was, however, prevented from carrying his defign
into execution, by an apparently trivial and unforefeen

H2 -7 7 circumflange.
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circumftance. On fuch does the fate of mighty Em-
pires frequently depend ! T
The town of Detroit, .when PRontiac formed his
plan, was garrifoned by about three -hundred men
commanded by Major Gladwyn, a gallant officerss As
at that time every appearance of war was at an end,
and the Indians feemed to be on a friendly footingy
Pontiac approached the Fort, without exciting any -
fufpicions in the breaft of the governor or the inhabi-
" tants. He encamped at a little diftance from it, and
fent to let the commandant know that he was. come to
trade ; and being defirous of brightening the-chain
of peace betweén the Englith and his nation, defired
.that he and his chiefs might- be admitted to hold a
council with him. ‘The governor ftill unfufpicious,
and not in the leaft doubting the fincerity of the In-
~ dians, granted their general’s requeft, and fixed on
" the next morning.for their reception.

The evening of that day, an Indian woman who
had been employed by Major Gladwyn, to make him
a pair of Indian {hoes, out of curious elk fkin, brought
them home. The Major was fo pleafed with them,
that intending thefe as a prefent for a friend, he or-
dered her ta take the remainder back, and make it in-
to others for himfelf. He then dire€ed his fervant
to pay her for thofe the had done, and difmiffed her.
The woman went to the door that led to the ftreet but
no further ; fhe there loitered about as if fhe had not
finithed the bufinefs on which'fhe came. A fervant
at_length obferved her, and afked her why fhe ftaid
there ; fhe gave him, however, no anfwer. -

Some fhort time after, the governor himfelf faw
her ;-and inquired of his fervant what occafioned her
ftay. Not being able to get a fatisfaltory anfwer, he
ordered the woman to be called in. "When fhe came
into his prefence he defired to know what was the
reafon of her loitering atout and not haftening home
before the gates were fhut, that fhe might compleet

. L in
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in due time the work he: had given her to do. Shc
told him, after much hefitation, that as' he had always
behaved with great goodnefs towards her, the was un-
willing to take away the remainder of the fkin, be-
caufe he put fo great a value ‘upon it ; and yet had
not been able to prevail .upon herfelf to tell him fo.-
He then dfkéd her, why -fhe was more relutant to-
do fo now,. than- fhe had been when fhe made the
former pair. With increafed reluttance the anfwer-
ed, that the never fhould be able to bring them back.
His curiofity being now excited, he infifted on her
difclofing to him the fecret that: feemed to be firag-
gling in her bofom for utterance. At laft, on receiv-
ing a promife that the intelligence the was about to;
give him fhould not turn to her prejudice,. and that
if it appeared to be beneficial, fhe thould be rewarded
for it, the informed him, that at the council to be held
with the Indians the following day, Pontiac and his
chiefs intended to murder him ; and, after having
maflacred the garrifon and mhabxtants, to plunder
the town., That for this purpofe all the chiefs who
were to be admitted into the council room, had cut
their guns fhort, fo that they could conceal them un-
der their blankets 3 with which, at a fignal given by
their general, on dehvenng the belt, they wereall’ to °
rife up, and ‘inftantly to fire on him and his attendants.
Having effefted this, they were immediately to rufh
into the town, where they would find them{elves fup-
ported by a great number of the warriors, that were to
come into it during the fitting of the council, under
pretence of trading, but privately armed jn the fame
manner. Having gained from the woman every nec-
effary particular relative to the plot, and alfo of the
means by which fhe acquired 2 knowledge of them, he
difmifled her with injunétions of fecrecy, and a promife
of fulfilling on his part with pun&uahty, \}hﬁ engage-
ments he had gntered into. | Tha
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The intelligence the governor had juft received, gave:
him great uneafinefs 5 and he immediately confulted
the officer who was next to him in command, on the
fubjet. But that gentleman confidering the informa~-
tion as a ftory invented for fome artful , ade
vifed him to pay no attention to it. This conclufion,
however, had happily no weight with him. He
thought it prudent to conclude it to be true, till he
was convinced that it was not fo3 and therefore, with-
out revealing his fufpicions to any other perfon, he
took every needful precaution that the time would ad--
mit of. He walked round the fort during the whole-
night, and faw himfelf that every centinel was on daty,.
and every weapon of defence’'in proper order.

As he traverfed the ramparts' which lay neareft to-
the Indian camp, he heard them in high feftivity, "and
little imagining that- their plot was difcovered, proba-
bly pleafing themfelves with the anticipation of their
fyccefs. As foon as the morning dawned, he ordered.
all the garrifon under'arms’} and-then imparting hie-
apprehenfions to a few of the principal officers, gave
them fuch dire€tions as he thought neceffary. T

* At the fame time he fent round to all the traders, to
inform them, that as it was expef¥ed a great number-
of Indians would enter the town that diy, who might
be inclined to plunder, he defired they would have
their arms ready, and repel every attempt -of that kind..
- About ten o’clock, Pontiac and ‘his chiefs arrived 3
and ‘were: condulted to the council chamber, where

_the governor and his principal ‘officers, eaclr with pif-

- tols in their belts, awaited his arrival. As the Indi--

ans paffed on, they could net help obferving that a
greater number of troeps than: ufual were drawn up:
on the parade, or marching about. : No fooner were
they entered,« and feated on the fkins prepared for-
them, than Pohtiac afked the govérnor on what occa~

fion his young men, meaning the foldjers, were thus.

drawn.
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drawn up, and parading the fireets. He received for
arffwer, that it was only intended to keep them perfect:
in their exercife. - "

The Indian chief warrior now began his fpeech,
which contained the firongeft profeffions of friendfhip
and good will towards.the Englith ; and when he
came to the delivery of the belt of wampum, the partic-
ular mode of which, according to the woman’s infor-
mation, was to be the fignal for his chiefs to fire, the
governor and all his chiefs drew their fwords half way
out of their fcabbards ; and theé foldiers at the fame
inftant made a clattering with their arms before the
doors, which had been purpofely left open. - Pontiac,
though one of the boldeft of men, immediately turned.
pale, and trembled ; and inftead of giving the belt in
the manner propofed, delivered it according to the
ufual way. His chiefs who "had impatiently expeéted
the fignal, locked at each other with aftonifhment,
but continued quiet, waiting the refult.

The governor in his turn made a fpeech; but in..
ftead of thanking the great warrior for the profeflions
of friendfhip he bad juft uttered, he accufed him of
being a traitor. He told him that the Englifh, who.
knew every thing, were convinced of his treachery and.
villanous defigns ; and as a proof that they were well
acquainted with his moft fecret thoughts and intentions,
he ftepped towards the Indian chief that fet neareft to
him, and drawing. afide his blanket, difcovered the
fhortened firelock. This entirely difconcerted the
Indians, and fruftrated their defign,  ° ..

He then continued to tell them, that as he had given
his word at the time they defired an audience, that
their perfons-{thould be fafe, he would hold his promife
inviolable, though they fo little deferved it. However,
he advifed them to, make the. beft of their way out of
fort, left his young men on being acquainted with their
treacherous purpofes, fhould cut every one of them ta
pieces. .

. Pontiac
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. Pontiac endeavoured to contradiét the atcufatxon,
and to make excufes for his fufpicious conduéts but
the governor, fatisfied of the falfity of his prote&ao
tions, would not liften to him. The Indians imme-
diately left the fort, but inftead of being fenfible of*
the governor’s generous behavior, they threw off the
mafk, and:the next day made a regular attack upon it.

- Major Gladwyn has not efcaped cenfure for this:-
miftaken lenity ; for probably had he kept a few of
the principal chiefs priforers, whilft he had them in
- his power, he might have been able to have brought
the whole confederacy to terms, and have prevented 2
war. But he atoned for this overfight, by the gallant
defence he made for more than a year, amidft a variety
of difcouragements.

During that period fome very fmart fiirmifhes hap-
pened between the befiegers and the garrifon, of
which the following was the principal and- moft bleody =
Captain Delzel, a brave officer, prevailed on the gow
_ ernor to give him the command of about twe hundred
men, and to permit him to attack the enemy’s camp.
This being complied with, he fallied from the town
before daybreak 3 but Pontlac, receiving from fome of
his fwift-footed warriors, who were conflantly eme
ployed in watching the motion of the garrifen, timely
- intelligence of their defign, he colle€ted together the

choiceft of his troops, and met the detachment at fome
diftance from his camp, near a place fince called the
Bloody Bridge. -

As the Indians were vaftly ﬁxpenor in pumbers to-
Captain Delzel’s party, he was foon overpowered and
driven back. Being now nearly furrounded, he made
a vigorous effort t& regain the bridge he had guﬂ: crofl-
ed, by which alone:he'could find a retreat ;. but in do~
ing this he loft his life,'and many oft his men fell with
‘him.. Hewever, Major Rogers, the fecond in com.
mand, affifted by Licutenant Breham, found meag;:e

' w
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dAraw off the fhattered remains of their little: arny, and
conduéted them into the fort.

Thus confiderably reduced, it was wnth dxfﬁculty the
Major could defend the town ; netwithftanding which,
he held ont againft the Indians #ill he was reheved, 28
after this they. made. but few attacks on the place, and
only continued to bléckade it, :

"The Gladwyn Schooner (that in which I afterwardt
took my paffage from Michillimackinac to Detroit, and -
which I fince learnt was-loft with-all her crewy.on Lake
Erie, through the obftinacy of the commander, who
could not be prevailed upon to take in-fuflicient ballaft)
arrived about this time, near the town, with. a reinforces
ment, and neceflary fupplies. But. before this veffel
could reach the place of its deftination, it whs moft
vigoroufly attacked by a detachment frem Pontiac’s
army. The Indians:forrounded it in their canoes, and
made great havoc among the crew.

At length-the Captain of the fchooner, with a con~
fiddrable namber of kis men being'killed, and the fav.
ages beginning to climb up the fides from every quar-
ter} -the Heutenant . (M. Jacobs, ‘who afterwards com-
manded, and was loft:in it). being determined that the
ftores thould not fall into'the enemy’s hands, .and fee-
ing no-other alternative, ordered the gunner to fet fire -
to the pawder room, and blow. the fhip up. This order
was on the point of being executed, when a chief of
the ‘Hurons, -whe underftood the Englith language,
gave out to-his:frjendsthe intention of the commanien
On - receiving this mtelligence, * the :Indians churried
down the fides.of the fhip with the greateft 'precipita~
tion, and got as far from. it:as peflible ; whilft the
commander ‘immediately ‘tovk " advaitage of their cone’
fternation, and amwd mthout ny fuolher obﬁruéhnn
at the:town.

. This - feafonable fbpply gave e gamﬁm ﬁ-e{h fpn
rits 3 and Pontiac .being sow convinoed thiat it.would

not be in his power to reduce the place, propofed an
P - P acc,ommodanon %
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accommodation 5 the governor withing as much to get
rid of fuch troublefome enemies, who obftructed the
intercourfe of the traders with the neighbouring na-
tions, liftened to his propofals, and having procured
adyantageous terms, agreed to.a.peace.  The Indians
foon after feparated, and. meturned .to :their different
provinces 3 nor have they fince thought proper to di-
turb, at leaft in’any grat degree, the tranquillity ' of
thefe parts. .
... Pontiac henceforward feemed to have laid afide the
animofity he had hitherto ‘borne towards the Englith,
and apparently became their zealous. friend.: :To re-
ward this new attachment, -and -to infurea.continu~
ance of it, governmeént allowed: him' a_handfomg.pen-
fion, - But his reftlefs and intriguing {pirit’ weuld not
fuffer him to be grateful for this allowance, and his
condu&t at length grew fufpicious ; fo- that going, in
the year 1767, to hold-a council in the country of the
diknais,. a faithful Indian, who was either commiffion-
ed by orie of..the Englifh governors, or -inftigated by
the'love he bore the Englith nation, attended him as a
{py:; and being convinced from .the fpeech Pontiac
made in. the council, that he 1till retained his' former
prejudices againft thofe for whom he now profefled a
friendfhip, he plunged his knife into his heart, as foon
as he had done fpeaking, and laid him dead on «the
{pot. . But to retwrn from this digreffion. .
. Lake Erie receives the waters by which it is fupph-
ed from.the thrde great lakes, through the Straits of
Detrmt, that lie at its northweft corner. = This lake
is fituated between forty one and forty three degrees
of north latitude, and between fevénty eight and cigh~
ty three degrees of weft_ longitude, - It. is near three
. bundred.mikes long from.eaft: to wett,.and, .abaut forty
in'its broadeft part : and a remarkable long narrow
point’ lics ont its nomth fide, that projeds for feveral
nnles into tlmhketowa‘do the foutlmﬂ;. S
* JRE N B PP P P I DR Thcrc
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There are feveral iflands nedr the weft end: of it fo -
infefted with rattlefnakes, that it is very dangerous to
land on them. It is impoffible that any place can
produce a greater number of all kinds of thefe rep-
tiles than this does, particularly of the water fnake.
The Take is covered .near the banks of the iflands with
the large pond lilly ;° the leaves whieh lie on the fur-
face of the water are fo thick, as to cover it. entirely
for many acres together ; and on each of thefe lay,
when I pafled over it, wreathes of water fnakes bafk-
ing in the fun, which amounted to myriads.

‘The moft remarkable of the different fpecies that
infeft-this lake, is the hifling fpake, which is of the
{mall fpeckled kind, and is about eight inches long.
‘When any thing approaches, it flattens itfelf in a mo-
ment, and its fpots, which are of various dyes, become
vifibly brighter through rage ; at the fame time it
blows from its mouth, with great force, a fubtile wind,
that is reported to be of a maunfeous fmell 3 and if
drawn in with the breath of the unwary traveller, will
infallibly bring on a decline, that in a few months
. muft prove mortal, there being no remedy yet difcow~
. -ered which can counteralt its baneful influence.

The ftones and pebbles on. the ‘{hores of this' lake
are moft of them tinged, in a greater or lefs degree,
with fpots that refenible brafs in-their ‘colour, but
which are of 2 more fulphureus nature. Small pieces,
about the fize of hazle nuts, of the fame kinds of ore,
are found on. the {ands that lie on its banks, and under
the water. e - o

The navigation of this lake is efteemed more dan-
gerous than any of ‘the othérs, on account of fhany
high lands that lic on the berders of it.and projett
into the water, in a perpendicular ' diretion’ for many
miles together ; fo that whenever fudden ftorms arife,
«<anoes and boats arve: frequently loft, ay there is mo
place for them to find a fhelten .

1 » This
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¢ This lake difcharges its 'waters at the northeaft end,
fnto the River Niagara, which runs merth and fouth,
4nd is abotit thirty fix miles‘in lergth ; from whence
it falls into Ldake Ontario.. At ;the entrance of this
river, on its ‘eaftern fhore, les Fort Niagara.; and,
about eightden miles forther ap, thafe remarkable
Jalls-which 4re efteemed one of the moft extraordi-
nary produdtions ‘of nature at prefent known. :

As thefe have béen vifited by fo nmany travellers
and fo frequently defcribed, I fhall omit:giving a par-
ticular defcription of them, and only obferve, that the
waters by ‘which they are fupplied,’ after ‘taking their
rife near fwo -thoufand miles to the northweft, and
pafling throughgthe Lakes Superior, Michigin, Huron,
and Efie, during :Which they' have been receiving con-
frant accumulations, atlength rufh down a ftapendous
“precipice of one Hundred and forty feet perpendicuar ;
and in 2 {trohg #apid, that £xtendsto the diftance of
‘eight-or nine 'miles below, fall neatly as much more :
this river fodn after empties itfelf into Lake Ontario.

The noifc'of thefe falls may be'heard an amazing
way. I equld:plaisty diftinguifh thém. in a-calm morn-
ing mote than tywenty miles. Others: hawe faid that-at
‘particular times, and when the ‘wind fits fair, the found
of them reachés fifteen leagués. ' '

The land about ‘the Falls .is -exceedingly hilly and
unevén, but the'gréateft part of that on .the Niagara
‘River'is very’ good, efpecially-for grafs and.pafturage..

* Fort 'Niagara ftarids nearlyrat :the entrance of ‘the
weft end of Lake Ontario, and on the eaft part-of :the
"Straits of  Nisgara. It "was taken from the-French in
‘the year 1759, by the forées under the command of
‘Sir William *Johnfon, and ‘at: prefent is defended by a
“¢onfiderable gavrifon. . . T

- Lake Ontatio is' the next and leaft of ‘the five great
Jikes of Carfada. 'Trs fituation is between: forty three
“and forty five degrees of latitude, and between fg:ye:g
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fix and feventy ning degrees-of weft longitude. The
form of i is nearly oval, its greateft length being from
northeift to fouthweft, and in circumference, about
fix hundred miles. Near the foutheaft part it receives
the watexs of the Ofwego River, and on the northeaft
difcharges itfelf into the River. Cataraqui. Not far
fom the place wherg it iffues, Fort Frontemac for-
merly ftood, which was taken from the French during
the laft war, in the year ¥758; by a {inall army of Pro-
- wincials under Col. Bradiireet. : :

Ax the entrance of Ofwego River ftands a fort of
the fame name, garrifongd only at prefent by an in-
confiderable party. This. fort was. talgn in the.year
1756, by, the French, when a great part of the garrie
fon, which: confifted of the late Shirfey’s and Pepper-
;:: yegiments, were maflacred in cold, bldod by the:

lﬁak& Ontario are taken many forts of fifh,
. among which is the Ofwego Bafs, of<an excellent fla-

vor, and weighing about three qr four ponnds.
There is alfo a fort called the Cathead.or Pont, which
are in, general very large, fome of them wsighing eight
or ten pounds ; apd they are efteemed a rarg difh
when properly drefled. . L

Om themorthweft part of this lake, and to the fouth-
eaft of Lake Huron, is a-tribe of Indians called Mif~
fifauges, whofe town is denominated Toronto, from,
the lake on which it lies ; byt they are not very nu-
merous. The country about Lake Ontarip, efpecially
the more north and eaftern parts, is compofed of good
land, and in .time may make very flowrithing fettle-
ments.’ ' :
. 'The Oniada Lake; fituated near the bhead of the
River Ofwego, receives the waters of ‘Wood Cregk,
which takes its rife not far from the Mohawk’s River:
Thefe two lie fo adjacent to each other, that a junc-
tion is effe®ed by fluices at Fort Stanwix, about
twelve miles from the mouth of the former.. 'Ix‘al;:
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Iake is about thirty miles long fromh eaft to weft, dnd
near fifteen broad. The country around ijt belongs
to the Oniada Indians. ‘

Lake Champlain, the next in fize to Lake Ontario,
and which lies' nearly eaft frotn it, is about eighty
miles in length north and fouth, and in .its broadeft
part fourteen. It is well ftored' with fith, and the
lands that liec on all the bordcrs of 1t, and about its
rivers, very good. .

Lake George, formerly called by the French, Lakc
St. Sacrament, lies to the fouthweft of the la& men-
tioned lake, and is about thirty five miles long from
northeaft to fonthweft, but of no great breadth. The
" country around it is very mountainous, but in the val-
lies the lang is tolerably good.

When thefe two lakes were firft difcovered, they
were known by no other name than that of the Iro-
. quois Lakes 3 and I believe in the firft plans taken of
thofe parts, wer® fo denominated: The Indians alfo
that were then called the Iroquois, are fince known
by the name of the Five Mohawk nations, and ‘the
Mohawks of Canada.”- In the late war, the former,
twhich confift of the Onondagoes,«the Q# , the
Senecas, the Tufcarories, and Iroondocks, ought on
the fide of the Englith ¢ the latter which argiflted
- the Cohnawaghans, and St. Francis Indians, Jomed
“the French.

A vaft tract of hnd that lies between the two laft
mentioned lakes and Lake Ontario, was granted in
the year 1629, by the Plymouth Company, under a
patent they had received from: King James I. to Sir
Ferdinando Gorges, and to Captain John Mafon, the
head of that family, afterwards diftinguiftied from

" others of the fame name, by the Mafons of Conneéti-

“tut. ‘The countries fpecified in this grant are faid to

-begin ten miles from'the heads of the rivers that run

from the eaft and fouth into Lake George and Lake
Champlam ; and continuing from thefe in a dire&t
ling
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fine weftward, extend to the middle of Lake Ontario ;
from thence, being bounded by the Cataraqui, or
river of the Iroquois, they take their courfe to Mon-
treal, as fag as Fort Sorrell, which lies at the jun&ion
of this river with the Richlieu ; and from that point
are enclofed by the laft mentioned river till it returns
back to the two lakes: « '

This immenfe fpace was granted by the name of

the Province of Laconia, to the aforefaid gentlemen,
on fpecified conditions and under certain penalties 3
but none of thefe smounted in cafe of omiffion in the
fulfilment of any part of them, to forfeiture, a fine
anly conld be exacted. ,

On account of the coptinual -wars to which thefe .

parts have been fubje@, From their fituation betweerr
the fettlements of the Englith, the Frcénch, and the
Indians, this grant has: been fuffered to lic dormant
by the real proprietors. Notwithftanding which, fev-
. eral towns have been fettled fince the late war, on the
borders of Lake Champlain, and §xvams made to differ~
ent people by the governor of New York, of part of
thefe territories, which are now become annexed- to
that prevince:. _ » .

There are a great number of lakes on the north of
Canad®, between Labrador, Lake Superior, and Hud-
{fon’s Bay, but thefe are comparatively fmall. As-they
lie out of the track that I purfucd, I {hall only give a
fummary account of them. ‘The moft wefterly of
thefe are the Lakes Nipifing and: Tamifcaming. * The
firft lies at the head of the French River, and runs
into Lake Huron ; -the other on the Ottawaw River,
which egpties itfelf into the Cataraqui at Montreal.
Thefe lakes are each about one hundred miles in
circumference. ot

The next is Lake Miftaffin, on the head of Rupert’s
River, that falls into Jame’s Bay. This lake'is fo
iregular from the large points of land by which it is-
interfected on every fide, thai it is difficult either fo-
oot 12 T SemmemteL Tt Qe_cx:&pe

-
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defcribe its fhape, or to afcertain its fize. ~ It however
appears on the whole to be more than two hundred
miles in circumference. )

Lake St. John, which is about eighty miles yound,
and of a circular form, lics on the Saguenay River,
dire&tly north of Quebec, and falls into the St. Law-
rence, fomewhat nortneaft of that city. Lake Man-
ikouagone lies near the head of the Black Riveg
which empties itfelf into. the St. Lawrence to the
eaftward of the laft mentioned river, near the coift

of Labrador, apd is about fixty miles in circumfer-

ence, Lake Pertibi, Lake Wincktagan, Lake Etche-
Jaugon, and Lake Papenouagane, with a number of
other fmall Iakes, lie, near ghe heads of the Buftard
River to the north of the St. Lawrence.

- Many others, which it is unneceffary to particular-
ize here, ate alfo found between the Lakes Huron .

and Ontario. .
The whole of thofe I have enumerated, amount-
ing to upwards of twenty, are within the limits of

- Canada ; and from this account it might be deduced,
that the northen parts of North America, through .

- thefe numerous inland feas, gontain .a greater "quantity
of water than any other quarter of the globe.

‘In O&ober 1768 I arrived at Bofton, having been
abfent from it on this expedition two years and five
months, and during that time travelled near feven
thoufand miles. From thence, as foon as I had prop-
erly digefted my.Journal and Charts, I fet out for
England to communicate the difcoveries I had made,
and to render them beneficial to the kingdom. Bat
 the profecution of my plans for reaping thefe advan-
tagés have hitherto been obftruéted by the unhappy
divifions that have becn fomented between' Great
Britian and the Colonies by their mutual enemigs.
Should ‘peace onee more be reftored, -1 doubt nct but
that the countries I have defcribed will prove” a ‘more

.abundant fource of riches to this nation, than eitherits
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Eaft or Weft Indian fettlenients ; and I fhall not only
pride myfelf, but fincerely rejoice in being the means
‘of pointing out to it o valuable an acquifition.

I cannot conclude the account of my extenfive trav-
els, without exprefling my gratitude to that beneficent
Being who invifibly protected me through thofe perils
which unavoidably attend fo long a tour among fierce
and untutored favages. o ‘

- At the fame time let. me not be: accufed of vanity
or prefumption, if I declare that the motives alledged
in the introduction of this work, were not the only

" ‘ones that induced me to engage in this arduous un-

dertaking. My views were not- folely confined to

- “the advantages that might accrue either to myfelf, or

-the community to which I belonged ; but nobler
purpofes contributed principally to urge me on.
The confined ftate, both ‘with regard to civil and
religlous improvements, in which fo many.of my fel-
‘Jow creatures remained, aroufed within my bofom
an irrefiftible inclination to explore the almoft un-
known regions which they  inhabited ; and as a pre-
‘paratory ftep towards the introduction of more pol-
ifhed manners, and more humane fentiments, to gaim
-a knowledge of their lafiguage, cuftoms, and princi-
- ples. . . -
P I confefs that the little benefit too many of the’
Indian nations have hitherto received from their
intercourfe with thofe who denominate themfelves
Chriftians, did not tend to -encourage my charitable
purpofes ; yet as many, though not the generality,
might receive fome benefit from the introduétion
among them of the polity and religion of the Euro-

peans, without retaining only the errors or vices that, ’

from the depravity and perverfion of their profeflors,
are unhappily attendant on thefe, I determined to per-
fevere. .

Nor could I flatter myfelf that I fhould be able to

accomplith alone this great defign ; however, I was
willing

o

—————

— e,
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willing to contribute as much as lay in my power to-
wards it. In all public uhdestakings weuld every one
do this, and furndl with alacrity his particular {hare
towards it, what ftupandeus werks might not be
completed ? - :

It is true that the Indisns are not withqut fome
fenfe of religion, and fuch as proves that they worfhip
the Great Creator with a degree of purity unknewn
to nations who have greater epportunitics-of improve-
ment ; but their religious principles are far from being
fo faultlefs as deferibed by a leamned: writer, or unmix-~
ed with opinions- and cgremonies that greatly leflen
their excellency in:this point. So that could the
doftrines of ‘genuine and. vital Chriftianity be intro~
‘duced among them, pure and untainted, as it flowed
<from the lips of its Divine Inftector, it would certainly
tend to’clear away that fuperflitious or idolatrous
drofs by whieh the rationality of their veligious tenets
are obfcured. Its mild and: bengficent precepts would
likewife conduce to foften their implcable difpofitions,
and to- refine their fawage  manners 3 an event moft
deﬁx:able; and; happy fhall I efigem myfelf, if this
«publication thall prove the means of peinting out the
, -path: by which falutary inftry&tions may be conveyed
to them, and the converfion, though but of a few, be-
the confequence.. - SRS

CONCLUSION. OF/ THE JOURNAL, {#%..

D
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TH E means by. which America Yecelyed its
firft inhabitants have, fince the time of its difcovery by
the Europeans, been the fubjé@t of numberlefs dquuxﬁ :
tions. Wis I to endeavor to colledt the different opin-
ions and, redonings of the various writers. that have
taken up the pen in defence of their conjectures, the
enumeration would much exceed the bounds I have ‘
prefcribed to myfelf, ‘and. oblige me to be lefs exphcxt !
: bn points of greater motnent. |
‘From the obfcurity in which this debate is envelop-
ed through the total difufe of letters among every na-
tion of Indians on -this extenfive continent, and the
mcertainty of oral tradition at the diftance of fo ma-
ny ages, I fear, that even after the moft minute invefti-
gation,

-—‘—L_n-~_.:-.
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gatnon, we fhall not be able to fettle iti with ahy great
degree of certainty. And this apprehenfion will re-
ceive additional force, whenit is: confidered. that ‘the
diverfity of language, which: is apparently diftiné& be-
tween moft of the Indians, tends to afcertain‘that this
population was not effected from onée particalar coun- -
try, but from feveral nexghbom:mg onts, and complet-
ed at different periods.

.Moft of the hiftorians, or travellers that have treated
on the American Aborigines, difagree in their fenti-
ments relative' to them.  Many of the ancients are
fuppofed to have-known: that this qparter of the globe
not only exifted, but alfo that it was inhabited. Plato-
in his Timzus has afferted, that beyond the ifland
which he calls Atalantis, and: which, accosding to his:
dg{'crnptxon, was fituated in the Weftern: Ocean, there’
were a gilfst number of other 1ﬂands, and behind thofe
- a vaft continent:

Oviedo, a celebrated Spam(h author of a much later
date, h3s made no frciplé te- afirm. that the Antilles-
are the famous- Hefperedes fo often mentioned by the

poets 3 which are at length reflored to. the kings of
‘Spain, the' defcendants of king Hefperus, who lived
upwards of three thoufand years.ago, and frem whom
thefe iflands receiwed their nsme. .

Fwo other Spamiards,:the one Pather Geegorio
Garcia, a Dominican, tive other Father Jofeph De-
Acofta, 2 Jdim, have written an the- ongm of the
Americans. -

The former, who had been. employegl_ in th.e mif+
fions of Mexico and Bewu; endeaweured. to prove fromy
the traditions of the  Mexicans, Parwwians, and others-
which he received on the- {pot, and from the wariaty'
of charaéters, cuftoms, languages, and religion obferv--
able in the different countries of the New World, that
different nations had contributed to the peopling o&}lltw

- - 'The
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“The ilattar; TFather B2 Atofla, .in his examinntion
«of the means by ‘which -the firlt Indians of -Ameriea
anight have. found a paffagento that. continent, difcre-
.dits the conclufions of - thofe ‘who have fuppofed it e
be by fea, ‘becanfe mo ancient auther.has made men-
tign of the-compa = ‘and eoncludes, that-it muft be
.cither by the north of :Afia.and Europe, whieh adjoin
o each othes, ar'by thofe regions that lic to thefouth-
award of ‘the Straits-of: Magellan. He alfo rejects the
.aflertions of duch as have advanced that it was peopled
by the Hebrews.

John-de Laet, a Flemith writer, has controverted
she opinions of thefe Spanith fathers, and of many
others ‘who have written on the fame fubje&. The
shypothefis he endeavors to eftablith, is, that America

awvas certainly peopled by the Scythians or Tartars :
snd that the tranfmigration ‘of thefe people‘happened

foon after the difperfion of Noah’s grandfons. He

andertakes to Yhow, that the moft northetn Americans
-have a greater refemblance, not ronly m the features
of theiy countepances; but alfo -in .their compldxion
<md :manner of living, to the Scythuns, Tartars, and .
;Sameeides, than to any other mations. -

In anfwer to Grotius, who had aflerted that {bme_
«©f the Norwegians pafled into Amertca by -wdy of
Greenland, and over a waft continent, he fays, that
at is well known -that -Greenland was not-difcovered
-till the year 964.; -and both Gomern and Herrera ‘in-
Jorm us that the Chichimenues - were fottled on the
Lake of Mexico in 721. He-adds, -that thefe fav-
-ages, according to the unifern tradition of the Mex-
‘icans who difpofieffed them,' came fromthe country
fince called New México, and from the neighbourhoad

- of California ;' confequently North Amserica muft have

been inhabited' many agesibefare it could receive any
inhabitants fram Norway; by way of Greenland. .
Itis no lefs certain, ke ohﬁrves, that the real Mex-

icans founded ::hexr empire in. ga2, after havmg fu:-d
du
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dued the Ch:chnmeques, the Ofomias, and ‘ether bar-
barous nations, who had taken pofleflion of the couns
try round the Lake of Mexico, and each- of whom
fpoke a language peculiar to' themfelves. The real
Mexicans are likewife fuppofed to come from fome
of the countries that lie near California, and that they

‘performed their journey for the moft part by land 3-

‘of courfe they could not come: from Norway.

‘De Laet further adds, that though fome of the in-

habitants of North America may have entered it
from the northweft, yet, as it is related by Pliny,
and {ome other writers, that on many of the iflands
near the weftern coaft' of Africa, particularly .on the
Canaries, fome ancient edifices were feen, it -is high-
ly probable from their being now deferted, that the
‘inhabitants: may have paﬂ'ed over to America; the
paflfage being neither long nor difficult. This mi-

gration, according to the calculation of thofe authors,

muft have happened more than two thoufand years
ago, at a time when the Spaniards were much trou-
‘bled by the Carthaginians 3 from whom having ob-
tained a knowledge of mavigation, and the conftrue-
tion of. fhips, they might have retired to.the Antilles,
by the way of the weftern ifles, whlch were exa&ly

half way ontheir voyage. '

He thinks alfo that Great Brmm, Ircland and the

Orcades were extremely proper to admit of a fimildr -

-conjeture.  As a proof; he inferts :the following paf-
“fage from the hiftory of Wales, written by Dot David
Powel, in the year r170.

- -This hiftorian fays; that Madoc, one of the.fons of
‘Prince Qwen Gwynnith, being difgufted at the civil
‘wars which broke out between his brothers, after the
“death of their father, fitted out feveral vefiels, and hav-
“ing provided them witkr every thing neceffary for a lorig
voyage, went in queft of new lands to the weftward
-of Ireland ; there he difcovered very fertile countries,
~but deftitute-of inhabitants ; when landing part of his

peoPIe,
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people, he returned to Britain, where he raifed new\
levies, and afterwards' tranfported them to this colony.

The Flemifh author then returns to the Scythians,
between whom and the Americans he draws a"parallel.
He obferves that feveral nations of them to the north
of the Cafpian Sea, led a wandering life ; which, as
well as many other of their cuftoms, and way of liv-
ing, agrees in many circumftanc® with the Indians
of America. And though the refemblances are not
abfolutely perfed, yet the emigrants, even before they
left their own country, differed from each other, and
went not by the fame-name. Their change of abode
effeCted what remained. .

He. further fays, that a fimilar likene(s exifts be-
tween feveral American nations, angd the Samceides,
who are fettled, according to the Ruffian accounts,
on the great River Oby. And it is more natural,
continués he, to fuppofe that Colonics of thefe nations
pafled over to America by croffing the icy fea on their
fledges, than for the Norwegians to travel all the way
Grotius has marked out for them.

This writer makes many other remarks that are
equally fenfible, and which appear to be juft ; but
he intermixes with thefe fome that are not fo well
founded.

Emanuel de Moraez, a Portuguefe, in his hlftory
of Brazil, afferts that America has been wholly peo-
pled by the Carthaginians-and Ifraelites. He, brings
as a proof of this affertion the difcoveries the former
are known to have made at a great diftance beyond
the coaft of Africa. The progrefs of which being .
put a ftop to by the fenate of Carthage, thofe who
happened to be then in the'newly difcovered coun-
tries, being cut off from all communication with their
countrymen, and deftitute of many neceflaries of life,
fell into a ftate of barbarifm. As to the IHraelites,

this author thinks that nothing but circumcifion' is "
. X : ) Wan}cd
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wanted in order to conftitute a perfe&t refemblance -
between them and the Brazilians.

George De Hornn, a.learned Dutchman, has like~
wife written on this fubje@t. He fets out with de-~
claring, that he does not believe it poffible America
could have been peopled before the flood, confidering
the fhort fpace of time which elapfed between the

_£reation of the world and that memorable .event. In
-~ the next place he lays it down as a principle, that after

the ‘deluge, men and other terrefirial animals pene-
trated into that country both by fea and by land 3
fome through accident, and fome from a formed de-
fign. - That birds got thither by flight ; which they
were enabled to do by refting on the rocks and iflands
that are fcattered about the Ocean, .

He further obferves, that wild beafts may have
found a free. paffage by land 5 and that if we do not
meet with horfes or cattle (to which he might have
added elephants, camels, rhinoceros, and beafts of ma~
ny other kinds) it is becaufe thofe nations that paffed
thither, were either not acquainted with thejr ufe, or
had no convenience to fupport them. .

Having totally excluded many nations that” others
have admitted as the probable firft fettlers of Ameri-
ca, for which he gives fubftantial reafons, he fuppofes
that it began to be peopled by the north'; and main-
tains the primitive colonies fpread themfelves by the:
means of tﬁg ifthmus of Panama through the whole
extent of the continent. ’

He believes that the firft founders of the Indian.
Colonies were Scythians. That the Pheenicians and
Carthaginians afterwards got footing in America acrofs,
the Atlantic Ocean, and the Chinefe by way of the
Pacific. 'And that other nations might from time
to time have landed there by one or other of thefe
ways, or might poffibly have been thrown on the coaft
by tempefts : fince, through the whole extent of that

, continent,
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contirient, both in its nesthern and fouthern parts, we
meet with undoubted marks of a mixture of the north=
ern nations with thofe who have come from other
places. And laftly, that fome Jews and Chriftians
might have been carried there by fuch like eventsy
but that this' muft have happened at a time when the
whole of the new world was already peopled.

After all, he acknowledges that great difficulties
attend the determination of the queftion. Thefe, he
fays, -are occafioned in the firft place by the impetfect
knowledge we have of the extremities of the globe,
towards the north and fouth pole; and in the next
place to the havoc which the Spaniards, the firft dif-
coverers of the new world, made among its moft an-
cient monuments ; as witnefs the great double road
betwixt Quito and -Cuzco, an undertaking fo ftupen~
dous, that even the moft magnificent of thofe executed
by the Romans cannot be compared to it.

He fuppofes alfo another migration of the Pheeni~
cians, than thdfe alréady mentioned, to have taken
place ; and this was during a three.year’s voyage made
by the Tyrian fleet in the fervice of King Solomon.
He afferts on the authority of Jofephus, that the port
at which this embarkation was made, lay in the Med-
iterranean. The fleet, he adds, went in queft of ele-
phant’s teeth and peacocks to the weftern coaft of Af-
rica, which is Tarfith ; then to Opbir for gold, which
is Haite, or the ifland of Hifpaniala ; in the latter
opinion he s fupported by Columbus, who, when he
difcovered that ifland, thought he could trace the fur-
naces in which 'the gold was refined.

To thefe migrations which preceded the Chriftian
#ra, he adds many others of a later date from different
nations, but thefe I have not time to enumerate. For
the fame reafon I am obliged ta pafs over numberlefs

- writers ‘on this fubject ; and-‘fhall content myfelf
with only .giving the fentiments of two or three
more. The
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The firft of thefe is~Pierre De Charlevoix, a
Frenchman, who, in his journal of a voyage to Nortlr
America, made fo lately as the year 1720, has recapit-
ulated the opinions of a variety of authors on this
head, to which he has fubjoined his ‘own conjectures.
But the latter cannot without fome difficulty be ex-
trafted, as they are fo interwoven with: the paffages
he has quoted, that it requires much attention to dif-
criminate them. S
- He feems to allow that America might have receiv-~
ed its firlt inhabitants, from Tdrtary and Hyrcania,
This he confirms, by obfervingthat the lons and
tigers which' are found in the former, muft have come
from thofc countries, and whofe paflage ferves.for a
proof that the two hemifpheres join to the northward
of Afia. FHe then draws a corroboration of this
argument, from aftory he fays he has often heard
“-related by Father Grollon, a French Jefuit, as an un-
doubted matter of fact.

This Father, after having laboured fome time in
the miffions of New. France, paflfed over to thofe of
China. One day as he was travelling in Tartafy, he
et 2 Huron woman whom' he had formerly known
in Canada. He afked her by what adventure fhe had
been carried into a country fo diftant from her own.
She made anfwer, that having been taken in war, {he
had been cendudted from nation to nation, till the had

reached the place at. which fhe then was.
- Monfieur Charlevoix, fays further, that he had been
- affured another Jefuit, paffing through Nantz, in his
return from China, had related much fuch another
affair of a Spanith woman from Florida. She alfo
had been taken by certain Indians, and given to thofe
of a more diftant country ; and by thefe again to
another nation, till having thus been fucceflively pafi~
ed from country to country, and travelled through
regions extremely cold, fhe at laft found herfelf in
Tartary. Here fhe had-married a Tartar, who had
- : attended
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attended the conquerors in Chjna, where fthe was then
fettled.

He acknowledges as an allay to the probability of
thefe ftories, that thofe who had failed fartheft to the
eaftward of Afia, by purfuing the coaft of Jeflo, or
Kamfchatka, have pretended that they had perceived
.the extremity of this continent.3 and from thence have
concluded that there could not poflibly be any com-
munication by land. But he adds that Francis Guella,
a Spaniard, is faid to have afferted, that this feparation
is no ‘more than a firait, about one hundred miles
over, and that fome late voyages of the Japanefe give
grounds to think that this firait is only a bay, above
which there is 4 paffage over land. .

He goes on to obferve, that though there are few
wild beafts to be met with in North America, except,
a kind of tigers without fpots, which are found in the
country. of the Iroquoife, yet towards the tropics there
are lions and real tigers, which, notwithftanding, might
have come from Hyrcania and Tartary ; for as by ad="
vancing gradually fouthward they met with climates
mof® agrecable to their natures, they have in time a-
bandoned the northern countries. )

He quotes both Solinus and Pliny to prove that the
Scythian Anthropophagi once depopulated a great ex-
tent of country, as far as the promontary Tabin ; and
alfo an author of later date, Mark Pol, a- Venetian,
who, he fays, tells us, that to the northeaft of China
and Tartary there are vaft uninhabited countries, which
might be fufficient to confirm any conjetures concern-
ing the retreat of a great number of Scythians into
America, - '

To this he adds, that we find in the ‘ancients the
names of fome of thefe nations. Pliny fpeaks of the
Tabians ; Solinus mentions the Apuleans, who had
for neighbors the Maflagetes, whom Pliny fince affures
us to have entirely ‘difappeared. Ammianus Marcelli-
nus exprefsly tells us, that the fear of the Anthropo-

' K2 4 phagi

..
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phagi obliged feveral of the inhabitants of thofe coun-
tries to take refuge elfewhere. From all thefe authori-
ties Monfieur Charlevoix concludes, that there is at
Ieaft room to conje€ture that more than one nation in
America had a Scythian or Tartarian original.

He finithes his remarks on the authors he has quot-
ed, by the following obfervations : It appears to me
that this controverfy may be reduced to the two fol-
lowing articles ; firft, how the new world might have
beet peopled ; and, fecondly, by whom, and by what
means it has been peopled.

Nothing, he afferts, may be more eafily anfwered than
the firt.  America might have been peopled as the
three other parts of the world have been. Many diffi-
* cylties have been formed on this fubjé&t, which have
been deemed infolvable, but which are far from being
fo. The inhabitants of both Hemifpheres are certain~
}y the defcendants of the fame father ; the common
parent of mankind received an exprefs command from
Heaven to people the whole world, and accordingly it
has been peopled. .

To bring this about it was neeeffary to overcome all
difficulties that lay in the way, and they have been got
over. Were thefe difficulties greater with refpeét to
peopling the extremities of Afta, Africa, and Europe,.
or the tranfporting men into the iflands which lie ata
confiderable diftance from thofe continents, than to

afs over into America ? cettainly not.

%'Nﬁigation, which has arrived at fo great perfeftion
within thefe three or four centuries, might poflibly
have been more perfe& in thofe early ages than at this
day. 'Who can believe that Noah and his immediate
defcendants knew lefs of this 4rt than we do? That
- the builder and pilot of the largeft fhip that ever was,
a fhip that was formed to traverfe an unbounded o-
cean, and had fo many fhoals and quickfands to guard
againft, thould be ignorant-of, or fthould not have com-

micated to thofe of his- defcendants who forvived

N . ‘

him,

2" .
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him, and by whofe ‘means he was to execute the order
of the Great Creator: I fay, who can believe he
fhould not -have communicated to them the art of
failing upon an ocean, which was not only more calm
and pacific, but at the fame time confined within its
ancient limits ? o

Admitting this, how eafy is it to pafs, exclufive of
the paffage’ already defcribed, by land from the coaft
of Africa to Brazi, from the Canaries to the Weftern
Hlands, and from them to the Antilles ? From the
Britith Ifles, or the Coaft of France, to Newfoundland,
the paflage is neither long nor difficult ; I might fay
as much of that from China to Japan; from Japan, or
the Philipines, to the Ifles Mariannes ; and from
thence to Mexico. -

There are iflands at a confiderable diftance from
the continent of Afia, where we have not been fur-
prifed to find inhabitants, why then fhould we won-
der to meet with people in America ? Nor can it be
nnagined that the grandfons of Noah, when they were
obliged to feparate, and fpread themfelves in conforme
ity to the defigns of God, over the whole earth,
" fhould find it abfolutely impoffible to people almoft
“one half of it. — : . -

I have been more copious in my extracts from this
author than I intended, as his reafons appears to be
folid, and many of his obfervations juft. From this
encomium, however, I muf exclude the ftories he
has introduced of the Huron and Floridan women,
- which I think ¥ might venture to pronounce fabulous.

I fhall only add, to give my readers a mare com~
prehenfive view of Monfieur Charleveix’s differtation,
the method he propofes to come at the truth of what
we are in fearch of. .

The only means by which this can be done, ke
fays, is by comparing the language of the Americais
with the different nations from whence we might
fuppofe they have peregrinated. 1f we cOmP’;:t’m‘t
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-former with thofe- words that are confidered 2s prim-
itives, it might poffibly fet us upon fome happy dif-
covery. And this way of afcending to the original of
nations, which is by far the leaft equivocal, is not fo
difficult as might be imagined. We have had, and
ftill have, travellers and miffionaries who have attained
the languages that are fpoken in dll the provinces of
the new world ; it would only be neceflary to make a
colletion of their grammars and vocabularies, and to
collate them with the dead and living languages of the
old world, that pafs for originals, and the fimilarity

" might eafily be traced. Even the different diale&s, in
fpite of the alterations they have undergone, ftill re-
tain enough of the mother tongue to furnith confider-
ble lights.

Any inquiry into the manners, cuftoms, religion,
or traditions of the Americans, in order to diftover
by that means their origin,. he thinks would prove

- fallacious. A difquifition of that kind, he obferves,

is only capable of producing a falfe light, more likely

to dazzle, and to make us wander from the right

,patfh, than to lead us with certainty to the point pro-

poled.

PoAncient traditions are effaced from the minds of

fuch as either have not, or for feveral ages have been

without thofe helps that are neceflary to preferve
them. And in this fituation is full one half of the

world. New events, and a new arrangement of .

things, give rife to new traditions, which efface the

former, and are themfelves effaced in turn. After

.one or two centuries have pafied, there no longer re-

main any traces of the ﬁrll?t traditions ; and thus we

are involved in a ftate of uncertainty. . .

He concludes with the following remarks, aong
sany others. Unforefeen accidents, tempefts, and
fhipwrecks, have certainly contributed to people every
habitable part of the world : and ought we ta wonder

-after this, at perctiving certain refemblances, both of

. . perfons

-
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perfons and manners between nations that are moft
remote from each other, when we find firch a differ-
ence between thofe that border on one another ? As
we are deftitute of hiftorical monuments, there is
nothing, I repeat it, but a knowledge of the primitive’
languages that is capable of throwing any light upon
thefe clouds of impenetrable darknefs. .

By this inquiry we fhould at leaft be fatisfied, among
that prodigious number of various nations inhabiting
America, and differing fo much in languages from
each other, which are thofe who make ufe of words
totally and entirely different from thofe of the old
world, and who, confequently, muft be reckoned to
have paffed over to America in the earlieft ages, and
thofe, who, from the analogy of their language with
fuch as are at prefent ufed in the three other parts of
the globe, leave room to judge that their migration
has been more recent, and which ought to be attribut-
ed to fhipwrecks, or to fome accident fimilar to thofe
which have been  fpoken of in the courfe of 'this
treatife. :

I fhall only add the opinion of one author more,
before I give my own fentiments on the fubject, and

‘that is of James Adair, Efq. who refided forty years

among the Indians, and publifhed the hiftory of them
in the year 1772. In his learned and fyftematical
hiftory of thofe nations, inhabiting the weftern parts

" of the moft fouthern of the American colonies ;- this

gentleman, without hefitation; pronounces that the
American Aborigines are defcended from the Ifrael-
ites, either whilft they were a maritime power, or

foon after their general captivity. ~
This defcent he endeavors to prove from their
religious rites, their civil and martial cuftoms, theis
marriages, their funeral ceremonies, their manners,
‘language, traditions, and from a variety of other par.
ticulars. And fo complete is his convition on this
head, that he fagcies he finds a perfect and indif'pult;;-.
. <
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ble fimilitude in each. Through all thefe I have not
time. to follow him, and fhall therefore only give a
. few extralls to fhow on what foundation he builds
his conjeCtures, and what degree of credit he is en-
titled to on this-point.

He begins with obferving, that though fome have
fuppofed the Americans to be defcended from the
Chinefe, yet neither their religion, laws, nor cuftoms

agree in the leaft with thofe of the Chinefe ; which
fufficiently proves that they are not of this lme. Be-
fides, as our beft fhips are now almoft half a year in
failing for China (our author does not here recolleét
that this is from a high northern latitude, acrofs the
. Line, and then back again greatly to the northward
of it, and not dire@tly athwart the Pacific Ocean, for
only one hundred and eleven degrees) or from thence
to Europe, it is very unlikely they fhould attempt fuch
dangerous. difcoveries, with their ‘fuppofed fmall vef~
fels, agajnft rapid currents, and in dark and ﬁckly
Monfoons.

He further remarks, that this is more particularly
improbable, as there is .reafon to believe that this na-
tion" was unacquainted with the ufe of the loadftone
to dire&t their courfe. China, he fays, is about eiglit
thoufand miles diftant from the ‘American continent,
which is twice as far ds acrofs the ‘Atlantic Ocean.
And we are not informed by any -ancient writer of
their maritime fkill, or fo much as any inclination
that way, befides fmall coafting voyages.” The winds
blew likewife; with little variarion from eaft to weft
within the latitudes thirty and odd, north and fouth 3
and therefore thefe could not drive them on the
Arerican coaft, it lying dire@tly contrary to fuch a
sourfe.

‘Neither could perfons, according to this writer’s ac-
count, fail to Anierica from the north by the way of
Tartary or ancient Scythia 3 that, from its fituation,
never havingbeen or can 'be.a maritime powér ; and
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it is utterly impracticable, he fays, for any to come
to America by fea from that quarter. Befides, the
remaning traces ‘of their religious ceremonies and
civil and martial cuftoms are quite oppofite to the
like veftiges.of the Old Scythians. Even in the mod-
erate northern climates there is not to be feen the
Jeaft trace of any ancient ftately building®por of an

thick fettlements, as are faid to remain in the lefs
healthy regions of Peru and Mexico. And feveral
of the Indian nations affure us, that they crofled the
Miflifippi before they made their préfent northern
fettlements ; which, connefted with the former ar-
guments, he concludes will fufficiently explode that
weak opinion of the American Aborigines being line
eadlly defcended” from the Tartars or ancient Scy-
thians, , o

Mr. Adair’s reafons for fuppofing that the Amerie
cans derive their origin from the Jewsare,

Firft, becaufe they are divided into tribes, and have’
chiefs over them as the Ifraelites had. .

Secondly, becaufe, as by a firit permanent divine
precept, the Hebrew nation were ordered to worthip,
at Jerufalem, Jehovah, the true and living God, fo
do the Indians, ftiling him Yohewah. The ancient
Heathens, he adds, it is well known worfhippeda
plurality of gods, but the Indians pay their religious
devoirs to the Great beneficent fupreme holy Spirit
of Fire, who refides, as they think, aboye the clouds,
and on carth alfo with unpolluted people. They pay
no - adoration to images, or to dead perfons, neither
to the celeftial luminaries, to evil fpirits, nor to
any created beings whatever.

Thirdly, becaufe, agreeable to the theocracy or di»
vine government of Ifrael, the Indians think the Dei
ty to be the immediate head of their ftate.

Fourthly, becaufe, as the Jews believe in the min-
ifiratign of angels, the Indians alfo belicve that the
higher regions are inkwbited by good fpirits. .
< »
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“This conctlufion & the moft rational I am abl¢ o
draw, fuppofing that fince the Aborigines gat Rooting
.on this continent, no extraordinary or fudden change
in the pofition or furface"of it has taken place, front.
inundations, earthquakes, or any revolutions of the
earth that we are at prefent unacquainted with.

To me it appears highly improbable that it fhowld®
have been peopled from different quarters, acrofs the
Ocean, as others have afferted.” From the fize of the
fhips made ofe of in thofe early ages, and the want
of the compafs, it cannot be fuppofed that any mari-
time nation would by choice venture over the vnfath.
omable ocean, in fearch of diftant confinents.- Had
this however been attempted, or had’ America been
firft accidentally peopled from fhips freighted with
paffengers of both fexes, which were driven by firong:
eafterly winds acrofs the Atlantic, thefe fettiers muft
have retained fome traces of the language of the
count? from whente they migrated ; and this, fince
the difcovery of it by the Europeans, muft have been
made out. It alfo appears extraordinary that feveral
of thefe accidental migrations, as allowed by fome,
and thefe from different parts, fhould have taken

lace. )

P Upon the whole, after the moft critical inquiries,
and the matureft deliberation, I am of opinion, that
America received its firft inhabitants from tlve north-
caft, by way of the great Archipelago juft mventioned,
and from thefe alone. But this might have been efs
felted at different times, and from various parts :
from Tartary, China, Japon, or Kamfchatka, the ine
habitants of thefe places refembling each other in
colour, features, and fhape ; and who, before fome of
them acquired a knowledge of the arts and fciences,
right have likewife refembled each other in their
manners, cuftoms, religion, and language. | C

The only difference between the Chinefe nation and

the Tartars lies in the cultivated ftate of the one, zl,;d
. . t g
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¢he unpolifhed fitnation of - ethers. The former have
become 3 commercial people, and dwell in houfes
formed into regular towns and cities ; the latter live
chiefly in tents, and rove abowt in different hordes,
without any fixed abode. Nor can the Jong amd
bloody wars thefc two mations . have been engaged im,
exterminate their hereditary fimilitude. The prefest
family of the Chinefe emperors is of Tartarian ex.
trattion ; and if they were not fenfible of fome claim
befide that of conqueft, fo numerous a people would
fcarcely fit quiet under the dominion of ftrangers.
It i very evidemt that fome of the manners and
cuffoms of the American Indians refemble thofe of
the Tartars ; and I make no doubt but that in fome
future %ra, and this not a very diftant onme,. it will
be reduced to a certainty, that during fome of the .
wars between the Tartars and the Chinefe, a part
of the inhabitants of the northern provirnces weré
driven from their native country, and took refuge in
fome of the ifles beforementioned, and from thence-
found their way into America. At different periods
each mation might prove vitorious, and the conquered
by turns fly before their conquerors ; ‘and from hence
might arife the fimilitwde of the Indians to all thefe
people, und that animofity which exifts between fo
many of their tribes. A
It appears plainly to me that a great fanilarity be.
tween the Indians and Chinefe is confpicnous in that
particular cuftom of fhaving or plucking off the hair,
and leaving only a fmall tuft on the crown of the
head. This mode is faid to have been enjoined by
the Tartarian emperors on their acceffion to the throne -
of China, and confequently is a farther proof that this
tuftom was in ufe among the Tartars ; t0 whom, a5
well as the Chinefe, the Americans might be indebt-
ed for it. o .
. Many words alfo are ufed both by the Chinefe and
{ndians, which have a vefemblance to ¢ach other, ng«
- ‘ only

-
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enly in their found, but their fignification:': The Chis
nefe call a flave, fhungo ; and the Naudoweflie In.
dians, ‘whofe language, from their little intercourfe
with the Europeans, s the leaft carrupted,.term a dog,
thunguth. The former derdominate: one: fpecies of
their tea, fhoufong ; ' the latter. call their toBaccoy
fhoufaffau. Many other of the words ufed by the Ine
dians centdin the fyllables che, chaw, and chu, after
the dialet of the Chinefe: .. -~ C .
- There probably might:be found a fimilar conne&tion
between the language ‘off the Tartars and the ‘Ameris
can Aborigines, were we ‘as well acqmuinted with it
‘as we are, from a commercial intercourfe, wish -that. of
the Chinefe. : ’ S A
- . ¥ am confirmed in thefe conjetures, by the: ac-
counts of Kamfchatka, publithed a few years ago by
order of the Emprefs of Ruffia. The author of which
fays, that the fea which divides that peninfula from
America is full of iflands 3 and that the diftance be-
tween. Tfchukotfkoi Nofs, 2 promontory which lies
at the eaftern extremity of thdt country, and the
‘coaft of America, is not.more than two degrees and
a half of a great circle. He further fays, that there
#s the greateft reafon to fuppofe that Afia and Amer-
ica once joined at this place, as the coafts of both con-
tinents appear to have been broken into capes and
bays, which anfwer-each other ; more efpecially as
the inhabitants of this part of both refemble each
osher in their perfons, habits, cuftoms, and food.
Their language, indeed, he obferves, does not appear
to be the fame, but then the inhabitants of each dif-
tri¢t_in Kamfchatka fpeak a language as different from
¢ach other, as from that fpoken on the oppofite coaft.
Thefe obfervations, to which he adds, the fimilarity
of the boats of the-inhabitants of eagh coaft, and a
¢ remark that the natives of this part of America are
wholly ftrangers to wine and to tobacco, which he looks
upon as a proof that they bave as yet had no commuy.
R nication

a
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nication with the natives of Europe, he fays, amount
to little lefs than a demonftration that America was
peopled from this part of Afia. .

The limits of my prefent undertaking will not per-
mit mie to dwell any longer on this fubje&, or to enu-
ferate any other proofs in favor of my hypothefis.
¥ am, howeter, fo thotoughly convinced of the cer-
tainty of ‘it," and fo' defirous have I been to obtain
every teftimony which can be procured in’ its fupport,
that I once made an offer to a private fociety of gen-
tlemen, who were curious in’ futh’ refearches, and to
whom I had ¢ommunicated my fentiments on this
point, that I would undertake a journey, on receiv-
ing fuch fupplies as wére needful, through the north-
eaft parts of Europe and Afia to the interfor parts of
America, and from thence to Erigland'; making, as
F proceeded, fuch obfervations both on the languages
and manners of the people with whom I fliouid be
converfant, as might tend toilluftrite the dotrine X
have here laid- down, and to fatisfy the curiofity of
the learned or inquifitive : but as this propofal was
judged rather to requiré’ a national than- a private
fupport, it was not carried into executionl’, .

Iam happy to’ find; fince ¥ forined: the foregoing'
conclufions, that they correfpond with the fentiments
of that great and learned hiftorian) Dotor Robert-
fon ; and though with him; I acknowledge that the
inveftigation, from its natureé, is- fo’ obfcure and intri-
cate, that the conjectures I have' made can only be
¢onfidered as' conjefturés, and not indifputable con- -

clufions, yeét they carry with them 2 greater degree

of probability than the fuppofitiotis of thofe who af~
fert that this continent was peopled from another

. quarter.

One of the Dotor’s' quotations fronti the Journals.
of Behring and Tichirikow, who failed from Kam-
fchatk a, about the year 1741, in-queft of the New
World, appears to carry great weight with jt, and to’
. R TR TR D e
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afford our conclufions firm fupport : ¢ Thefe com~
manders having {haped their courfe towards the eaft,
difcovered land, which to them appeared to be part
of the American continent ; and according to ‘their
obfervations, it feems to be fituated within a few de-
grees of the northweft. coaft of California. - They
had there fome intercdurfe with the inhabitants, whe
feemed to them to refemble the North Americans ;
as they prefented to the Ruflians the Calumet or Pipe
of Peace, which-is a fymbol of friendthip univerfal
among the people of North America and an ufage of
arbitrary inftitution peculiar to them.”

. One of this incomparable writer’s own arguments
in fuppart of his hypothefis, is alfo urged with great
Jjudgment, and appears to be nearly conclufive. He
fays, «“ We may lay it dawn as a certain principle in
this inquiry, that America was not peopled by any
nation of the ancient continent, which had made con-
fiderable progrefs in civilization. The inhabitants of-
"the New World were in a ftate of fociety fo extreme-
Jy rude, as to be unacquainted with thofe arts which
are the firft' eflays of human ingenuity in its advance
towards improvement. Even the moft cultivated na-
tions of America were firangers to' many of thofe
' fimple inventions, which were almoft coeval with fo-
ciety in pther parts of the world, and were known
in the earlieft periods of civil life. From this it is
.manifeft that the tribes which ariginally migrated to
America, came off from nations which muft have
been no lefs- barbarous than their pofterity, at the
time when they were, firlt difcovered by the Euro-
peans. If gver the ufe of iron had been knawn tg
the favages of America, or to their progenitors, i
‘ever they had employed a plough, a loom, or a forgs,
thc.'ut_i,lity of thefe inventions _would -have prefervéd
‘them, and jt is impoflible that they thould have beem
,abandaned or forgotten.” . ’

L. ST CHAP. I
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CHAPTER 1II. .
. R

of raEIR PERSONS, HRESS, o,

»

FROM the firft fettlement of the French in
Canada, to the conqueft of it by the Englith in 1760,
feveral of that nation, who had travelled into the
‘interior partswof Nerth America, either to trade with
the Indians, or to endeavor to make converts of them,
‘have publithed accotints of their cuftoms, manners, &c.
The principal of thefe are Father Louis Hennipin, °
Monf. (gl‘;arlevoix, and the Baron Le Hontan.  ‘The
firft, many years ago, publifhed fome very judicious
remarks, which he was the better enabled to do by
the afliftance he received from the maps and diaries
of the unfortunate M. De Ia Salle, who was -aflaflin-
ated whilft he was on his travels, by fome of his
own party. That gentleman’s journals falling into
Father Hennipin’s hand, he was enabled by them to
publith many interefting particulars relative (to the
Indians. But in fome refpefts he fell very fhort of
that knowledge which it was in his .power to have
attained from his long refidence among them. Nor
was he always (as has been already. obferved) exadk
in his calculations, or juft in the inteHigence he has
given us. - ; .
. The accounts publithed by the other two, particu~
larly thofe "of Charlevoix, are very erroncous in the
geographical parts,. and: many of the ftories'told by
.the Baron are mere delufions. . e
Some of the Jefuits, who -heretofore travelled into
thefe parts, have alfo.written. on, this.fubject ; but as
. féw, if any, of their works have been trenflated into
the Englifh language, the generality of readers ::: '

L)
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. not benefited by them ; and, indeed, had this been
done they would have feaped but few advantages
from them; as they have chiefly confined their obfer--
vations go the religioas principles of the favages, and’
the fteps taken for their converfion. ,

Since the conqueft of Canads; fome of our own'
countrymen who have lived among the Indians, and’
learned their language,- have publithed their obferva-
tions 3 however,. a5 their travels have not extended to!
any of the intérior parts T trest of, but have only
been. made among the mations that Border on oar fet-
tlements, a knowledge of the genuine and uhcontams
inated cuftoms and manmers of thie Indians could’
ot have been acquired by thers -

The fouthern tribes, and thofé that have held a
conftant intercourfe: with the French or Englifh; can-
not have preferved their manners or their cuftoms in-
their original purity. They could not avoid acquir-
ing the vices with the language of thofe they con~
verfed with; anid the frequent intoxications they ex-
perienced - through the baneful juices, intrsdeced®
among them by the Eutopeans, have completed a:
total alteration-in their charaters. .

In fuch as thefe, a confufedly medley of principles*
or ufages are only to be obferved ; their real and
-unpolluted cuftom, could. bé feen among thofe na--
tions alone that have held but little communication:
with the provinves. Tlefe } found in the noith--
weft parts, and therefore flatter myfelf that I am-
able to give a more juft account of the cuftoms and-
smanmers of the Indiany, in their ahcient purity, than’
any that has been hitherto. publifhed. I have made
ebfarvations on thirty petions, and though moft of
thefe have differed in their languiges, there has ap--
peared a grear fimilarity it their manners, and from
thefe have I endeavourcd to extradt thie following re-
g, : - A6 "
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As T do not -propofe to give a regular and eonne&-
ed fyftem of Indian concerns, but only to relate fuch
particulars of their manners, cuftoms, &c. as I thought
moft worthy of. notice, and which interfere as little as
"poffible with the accounts given by other writers, I
muft beg my readers to excufe their not being ar-
ranged fyftematically, or treated of in a mare copious
manner. - . : .

The Indian nations do not appear to me to differ
{o widely in their mgke, colour, or conftitution from
each other, as reprefented by fome writers. - They
are in- general flight made, rather tall and firaight,
and you feldom fee any among them deformed, their
fkin is of a reddifh or copper colour ; their eyes are
large and black, and their hair of the fame hue, but
very rarely is it curled ; they have good teeth, and
their breath is as fweet as the air they draw in;
their cheek bones rather raifed, but more {0 in the
women than the men ; and the former are not quite
fo tall as the European, women, however, you fre-
quently meet with good faces and agreeable perfons
among them, although they are more inclined to be -
fat than the other fex. ‘ .

I fhall not enter into a particular inquiry whether
the Indians are indebted to nature, art or the temper-
ature of the climate for the colour of their fkin, nor
fhall I quote any of the contradi¢tory accounts I
have read on this fubjeét; I {hall only fay, that it
.appears to me to be the tinture they received origin~
aly from the hands of their Creator ; but at whas
period  the variation which is at prefent vifible, both
in the complexion and features of many natiops took:
place, at what time the European whitenefs, the jetty
hue of the African, or the copper caft of the American
were given them ; which was the original colour of
the firft, inhabitants of the earth, or which might be
efteemed the moft perfet, I will not.pretend to, deter-
mine, .

T Many
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Many writers have - afferted, that the Indians, even
at the matureft .period of their exiftence, are only
furnifhed with hair on sheir heads ; and that notwith-
ftanding the profufion with which that part is cove
 ered, thofe parts which smong the imhabitants of

other climates are ufually the feat of this excrefcence,
semain entirely free from it. Ewven Dr. Robertfon,
through their mifreprefentations, has contributed to
propagate the error; and fuppofing the remark juftly
tounded, has drawn feveral conclefions from it rela-
tive to the habit and .temperature of their bodies,
which are  confequently invalid. Bat from minute
inquiries, and a curions infpetion, I am able to de-
clarc (however refpeiable I may hold the authority
of thefe hiftorians in other poiats) that their affertions-
are erroneous, and proceeding from the want of a
thorough knowledge of the cuftoms' of the Indians.

Afier the age of puberty, their bodies, in their nat--
wral fate are covered in the fame manner as thofe
of the Ewropeans. The men, mdecd, efteem a beard
very unbecoming, and take great -pains to get rid.of
it, nor is there any ever to be perceived on their faces,
except when they grow old and become inattemtive
to their appearance. Ewery crinoue efflorefcence on
the other parts of the body is held unifeemly by them,,
and both fexes employ much time in their extirpation.

The Naudoweffics, and the remote nations, pluck
them out with hent pieces of hard wood, formed into
a kind of nippers.: whilft thofe who have communi-
cation with Luropeans procure from them wire, which
they twift into a {<rew or worm; applying this to the
part, thay prefs the rings tngcthet and with a fudden
twich draw out ‘all :the hairs that ave enclofed be-
tween them,

The men of every nation differ in their drefs
. dittle from each other, except thofe who tpde \;K
the Europeans ; thefe exchange their furs for blank-
ets, ifhirts, and other apparel, which they wear 31:

muc
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much fer ornament 45 neceflity. The latter faften
by a girdle around their waifts about half a yard of
broadeloth, which covers the middle parts of their
bodies. Thefe who wear thirts never make them
faft either at the wrift or collar ; this would be 2 meft
infufferable confinemient to them. They throw their
blanket loofe upon their fhoulders, and holding the
upper fide of it by the two cirners, with a knfe in .
one hand, and a tobacce pouch, pipe, &c. in the

other ; thus accoutred they walk about in their vil«

lages or camps : but in their dances they feldom wear

this co;_ering. the !

Thofe amon men who with to -appear gayer -
than the reft, ilnck from their heads allppeth: hair,
except from a fpot on the top of it, about the fize of
a crown pieve, where it is permitted to grow to 2
confiderable length : on this are faftened plumes of
feathers of varieus colours, with filver or ivory quills,
The manner of cutting and ornamenting this part
of the head diftinguifkes different nations from each
other. ’ .

They paint their faces red and black, which they
cfteemn as greatly ornamental. They alfo paint them-
felves when they go to war ; but the method they
make ufe of on this occafion differs from that wherein
they ufe it merely as a decoration. -

The young Indians, who are defirous of excelling
their companions in finery, {lit the outward rim of'
both their ears; at the fame time they take care not
to feparate them entirely, but leave the fleth thus cut,
ftill untouched at both extremities, around this fpongy
fubftance, from the upper to the lower part, they twift
beafs wire, till the weight draws the amputated rim in
a bow of five or fix inches diameter, and drags it al-

_moft down tothe fhoulder. This decoration i3 efteem~

£d to be exceffively gay and becoming.
¥t is 2o a common cuftom among them to bere:

forts.
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their huts or tents. They conftruct the latter in the
following fimple and expeditioas manner.

Being provided with poles of a proper length, they
faften two of them acrofs, near their ends, with bands
made of bark. Having done this, they raife them
up, and extend the bottom of each as wide as th

~ propofe to make the area of the tent : they then ere

others of an equal height, and fix them fo as to fup-
port the two principal ones. - On the whole they lay
1kins of the elk or deer, fewed together, in quantity

" fuffictent to .cover the poles, and by lapping over to

form thie door. A great number of fkins are fome-
times required for thys purpofe, as fome of their tents

are very capacious. 'That of the chief warrior of the

Naudoweflies was at leaft forty feet in circumference, ,
and very commiodious. -
They obferve ne regularity in fixing their tents

‘when they encamp, but place them juft as it fuits
" their conveniency. .

_The hats alfo, which thofe who ‘ufe not tents, ere&
when they travel, for very few tribes have fixed abodes,
or regular towns, or villages, are equally fimple, and
almoft as foon conftrufted.

They fix finall pliable poles in the ground, and

‘bending them till they meet at the top und form a

- femicircle, then lafh them together. Thtfe they
‘cover with mats made of rufhes platted, or with birch
Jbark, which they carry with them in their canoes for
‘this purpofe.

Thefe cabins have neither chimnies nor windows }

‘there is only a fmall aperture left in the middle of the
‘roofs through which the ‘fmoke is difcharged, but

as 'this is obliged to be ftopped up when it rains or
fnows violently, the fmoke then proves exceedingly
troubleéfome. .

They lie on fkins, generally thofe of the bear,
which " are ‘placed in' rows on the ground ; and if the

" floor js not large enough to contain beds fufficient for,

the
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the accommodation of the whole family, a frame is
erefted about four or five feet from the ground.in
which the younger part of it fleep.

As the habitations of the Indians are thus rudc,
their domeftic utenfils are few in number, and plain
in their formation. The tools wherewith they fath-
jon them are fo aukward and defetive, that it is not
only impoffible to form them with any degree of neat-
nefs or_elegance, but the time required in the execu~
tion is fo confiderable, as to deter them from engaging

in the manufaGure of fuch as are not abfolutely nec-
o .

Tr{xe Naudoweflies make the pots in which they
boil their viQuals of the black clay or ftone mention-
ed in my journal : which refifts the effets of fire,

o nearly as'well as iron. When they reaft, if it is 3 °

large joint, ar a whole animal, fuch as a-beaver, they:
fix it as Europeans do, on a prd wood,
and placing the ends on two Iorked props, now and
then turn it. If the piece is fmaller they fpit it as

- before, and fixing the fpit in-an ere& but flanting

pofition, with the meat inclining towards the fire,
frequently change the fides, till every part is fuffi-
ciently roafted.

They make their difhes in which they ferve up
their meat, and their bowls and pans, out of the knot~
% excrefcences of the maple tree or any other wood.

hey fafhion their ij)oons with a tolerable degree of
neatnefs (as thefe require much lefs trouble than large
utenfils) from z wood that is termed in America,
Spoon Wood, and which greatly refembles boxwood.

Every tribe are now poﬂ'@ﬁéd of knives, and fieels .
to ftrike fire with. Thefe being fo eflentially. need-
ful for the common ufes of life, thofe who have not an
immediate communication with the European traders,
purchafe them of fuch of their neighbors as are fituat-
ed nearer the fettlements; and generally give in ex=
change for them flaves.

: CHAP. IIL
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CHAPTER IIL
oF 7HrIR MANNERS, QUALIFICATIONS, .

\VHEN ‘the Indian women fit down, they’
place themfelves in a decent attitude, with their knees
clofe together ; but from being accuftomed to this
pofture, they walk badly, and appear to be lame.

"They have no midwives among them, their climate,
or, fome peculiar happinefs in their conftitutions, ren-
dering any affiftance at that time unneceflary. On
thofe occafions they are confined but a few hours from
their ufual employments, which are commonly very
laborious, as the men, who are remarkably indolent,
leave to them every kind of drudgery ; even in their
hunting parties the former will not deign to bring
home the game, bat fend their wives for it, though it
lies at a very confiderable diftance.

The, women place their children foon after they .
are born on boards ftuffed with foft mofs, fuch as is
fod in morafles or mcadoys. The child is. laid
on its back in one of this kind of cradles, and being
wrapped in fkins or cloth to keep it warm, is fecurcd
in it by fmall bent pieces of timber.

To thefe machines. they faften ftrings, by wlnch
they hang them to branches of trees ; or, if they find
not trees at hand, faften them to a ftump or fione,
whilft they tranfalt any needful bufinefs. In this
pofition are the children kept for fome months, when
they are taken out, the boys are fulfered to go naked,
and the girls are covered, from the neck to the knees,
with a fhift and a fhort petticoat. -

The Indian women. are arkably décent during
their menfirual illnefs. Thols mations th f are moft
remote from the Europcan fettlements, as the Nau- -

doweflies,
/
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doweflies, &c. are more particularly attentive to this
point ; though they all, without exception, adhere in
fome degree to the fame coftom..

In every.camp or town there is an apartment ap-
propriated for their retirement at this time, to whick
both fingle and married retreat, and feclude them-
felves with the utmoft firinefs during this period
Bom all fociety. - Afterwards they purify themfelves
in running ftreams, and return to- their different em~
ployments. :

The men on thefe occafions moft carefully avoid
Bolding any communication with them ; and the
Naudoweflies are fo rigid in this obfervance, that
they will not fuffer any belonging to them to fetch
fuch things as are neceffary, eyen fire, from thefe
female lunar retreatsy though the want of them is at- -
tended withthe greateft inconvenience. They arc-
alfo fo fuperftitious as to think, if a pipeftem cracks,
which among them is made of wood, that the pof-
feflor has either lighted it at one of thefe polluted
fires, or held fome converfe with a woman during.
her retirement, which is efteemed by them moft dig--
graceful and wicked. ‘ _ L
"~ The Indians are extremely circumfpe&t and delib--
erate in every word and ationt ; there is nothing that
hurries them' into any intemperate warmth, bat that
Inveteracy to their enemies; which is rooted in every
Indian’s heart, and never-em be eradicated. In all
other inftances they are cool, and remarkably cau-
tious, taking care not to betray on any account what-
ever their emotions. If an Indian has difcovered
that a friend is in danger of being intercepted and cut
off by one to whom he has rendered himfelf obnox- -
ibus ; he does not inform him in plain and explicit
terms of the danger he runs by purfuing the track
near which his enemy lies in wait for him, but he
firft coolly afks him which way he is going that day ;-
aud having received his' anfwer, with the fame indif-
: M2 I ference’
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ference tclls him that he has been informed- that a
dog lies near the fpot, which might probably do' him
a mifchief. This_hint proves fufhcient and his
friend avoids the danger with as much caution as if
every defigrr and motion of his enemy had been point-
ed out to him. :

This apathy.often fhews itfelf on occafions that
would call forth all the fervor'of a fufceptible heart.
If an Indian has been abfent from his family and
friends many months, either on a war or hunting
party, when his wife and children meet him at fome
diftance from his habitation, inftead of the affe&ionate
fenfations that would naturally arife in the breaft of
more refired beings, and be produtive of mutual con-
gratulations, he continues his courfe without paying
the leaft attention to thofe who furround him, till he
arrives at his home. ’ '

He there fits down, and with the fame unconcern
as if he had not been abfent a day, finokes his pipe 3
thofe of his acquaintance who followed him, do the
fame ; and perhaps it is feveral hours before he relates
to them the incidents which have befallen him during
his abfence, though perhaps he has left a father,
brother, or Ton on the field, whofe lofs he ought to
have lamented, or has been unfuccefsful in the under-
taking that called him-from his home.

Has an Indian been engaged for feveral days in
the chace, or on any other’laborious expedition, and
" by accident continued thus long without food, when
he arrives at the hut or tent of 4 friend where he
knows his wants may be immediately fupplied, he
takes care not to fhow the leaft fymptoms of impa-
tience, or to betray the extreme hunger by which he
is tortured ; but on being invited in, fits contented-
ly down, and fmokes his pipe with as'much compo-
_iglre as if every appetite was allayed, and he was per-
fetly at eafe ; he does the fame if among ftrangers.
This cuftom is firitly adbered to by every tribe},l as
: they
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they efteem it a proof of fortitude, and think the re-
verfe would entitle them to the appellation of old
women. .

If you tell an Indian that his children have greatly
fignalized themfelves againft an enemy, have taken
many fcalps, and brought home many prifoners, he
does not appear to feel any extraordinary pleafure on
the occafion ; his anfwer generally is, « it is well,” and
he makes very little taquiry about it. On the contra-
ry, if you inform him that' his children are flain or
taken prifoners, he makes no comphints, he only
replies, « it does not fignify 5 and probably, for fome
time at leaft, atks not how it happened.

This feeming indifference, however, does not pro~
ceed from an entire fuppreffion of the natural affec-
tions ; for notwithftanding they are efteemed favages,
I never faw among any other people greater proofs of
parental or filial tendernefs ; and although they meet
their wives after a long abfence with the ftoical indif-
ference juft mentioned, they are not, in general, void
of conjugal affeétion. .

Another peculiarity is obfervable in their manner
of paying their vifits. If an Indian goes to vifit a
particular perfon in a family, he mentions to whom
his vifit is intended, and the reft of the family im-
mediately retiring to the other end of the hut or tent,
are careful not to come near enough to interrupt them
during the whole of the converfation. The fame
method is purfued if a man goes to pay his refpeéts to
one of the other fex ; but then he muft be careful not
to let love be the fubjet of his difcourfe, whilft the
daylight remains. :

The Indians difcover an amazing fagacity, and ac-
quire with the greateft readinefs any thing that de-
pends upon the 4ttention of the mind. By experience
and an acute obfervation, they attain many perfec-

" tions to which Europeans are firangers. For in-

fRance, they will crofs a foreft or a plain which is
two
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two hundred miles in breadth, and reach with greag
¢x3étnely the pomt at which, they intend to arriv
keeping duting the whole of that fpace in'a dirgg
line, withoyt any miaterial deviations ; and this they
will do with the fame eafe, whether the weather be
fair or cloudy.

With equal acutenefs will they point to that part
of the heavens the fun is in, though it be intercept-
ed by clouds or fogs. Befides this, they are able to
purfue with incredible facility the traces of man or
beaft, either on leaves or grafs ; and om this account
it is with great difficulty a flying enemy efcapes dif-
covery. T } ‘ .

They are indebted for thefe talents not only to na--
ture, but to an extraordinary command of the intel-
lgctual faculties, which can only be gcquired by an
unremitted attention, and by long experience.

They are in general yery happy ix 3 retentive mem-
ory ; they can recapitulate every particular that has
been treated of in council, and remember the exact
time when thefe were held. Their belts of wampum
preferve the fubftance of the treaties they have con- -
cluded” with the neighboring tribes for ages back,
to which they will appeal, and refer with as-much-
pesfpicuity and readinels as Europeans can to their
written records.

Every nation pays great refpect to- old'age. The-
advice of a father will feldomn meet with any extraor-
dinary attention from the young Indians, probably
they receive it with onjy a hare affent ; but they.will
tremble before a grandfather, and fubmit to his in~
junction with the utmoft alacrity. The- words of the’
ancient part of their community are efteemed by the:
young as oracles. If they take during their hunting
-parties any game that is reckoned by them uncom--
monly delicious, it is immediately prefented to the.
eldeft of their relations. ’ ’ .

They
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They never fuffer themfelves to be overburdened
with care, but live in a ftate of perfect tranquillity
and contentment. Being naturally indolent, if provi-
fion juft fufficient for their fubliftence can pe procured
with little tfouble, and near at hand, they will not go
far, or take any extraordinary pains for it, though by
fo doing they might acquire greater plenty, and of a
more eftimable kind.

Having much leifure time they indulge this indo-
lence to which they are fo prone, by eating, drinking,
or fleeping, and rambling about in their towns or
camps. But when neceflity obliges them to take the
ficld, either to oppofe an enemy, or to procure them-
felves food, they are alert and indefatigable. Many
inftances of their ativity, on thefe occafions, .will be
given when I treat of their wars.

The infatuating fpirit of gaming is not confined to
Europe ; the Indians alfo feel the - bewitching impulfe
and often lofe their arms, their apparel, and every
thing they arc poflfefled of. In this cafe, however,
they do not follow the example of more refined gamef-
ters, for they neither murmur nor repine ; not a fret-
ful word efcapes them, but they bear the frowns of
fortune with.a philofophic compofure. = .

The greateft blemifh in their charater is that fav-
age difpofition which impels them to treat their
enemies with a feverity every other nation fhudders
at. But if théy are thus barbarous to thofe with
whom they are at war, .they are friendly, hofpitable, -
and humane in peace. It miay with truth be faid of
them, that they are the worft enemies, and the beft
friends, of any people in the whole world. R

The Indians in general are ftrangers to the paffion
of jealoufy ; and brand a2 man with folly that is dif-
truftful of his wife. Among fome bands the very
idea is not known ; as the moft abandoned: of their
young men very rarely attempt the virtue or married

women, nor do thefe often put themfélves in the
way
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way of folicitation. Yet the Indian women in gcner-r
al are of an amoreus temperature, and before they,
are masried. are not the lefs efteemed _for the mdhl-
gence of their paffions.

The Indians in their common ftate are firangers-to.
all diftintion of property, except in the articles of
domeftic ufe, which every one confiders as his own,
and increafes as circumftances admit. “They are ex-~
tremely liberal to each other, and fupply the defi-
ciency of their friends with any fuperguity of their
own.

In dangers they readily give affiftance to thofe of,
their band, whe ftand in need of it, without any ex-
pectation of return, except of thofe juft rewards that
are always conferred by the Indians on” merit. Gov-
erned by the plain and equitable laws of nature, every,
one is rewarded folely according to his deferts ; and
their equality of cendition, manners and privileges,
with that conftant and fociable familiarity which
-prevails throughout every Indian nation, animates
them with a pure and truly patriotic fpirit, that tends;
to the general good of the faciety to which they be-

lon

I% any of their neighbors are bereaved by death,
or by an enemy of their children, thofe who are pof~
fcﬁ'ed of the greateft number of flaves, fupply the de-
ficiency ; and thefe are adopted by them, and treated,
in every refpect as if they really were the children of.
the perfon to whom they are prefented.

The Indiags, except-thofe who live adjoining to
the Europeari colonies, can form to themfelves no
idea of the vilue of money; they confider it when
t;bey are made acquaxnted with the ufes to which it
is applied by other nations, as the fource of innumer-
able evils. To it they attribute all the mifchiefs that,
arg prevalent among Europeans, fuch -as trcachery,
plundering, dexaftations, and myrder. .

They -
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They efteem it irrational that one man fhould be
polefled of a greater quantity thin another, and are
amazed that any honor fhould be annexed to the pof-
feflion of it. But that the want of this ufelefs metal
thould be the caufe-of depriving perfons of their liber-

_ty, and that on account of this partial diftribution of -
4t, great numbers Thould be immured within the drea-
- 7y walls of a prifon, cut off from that fociety ‘of which -
they conftitute a part, exceeds their belief. Nor do
they fail, on hearing this part of the European fyftem
of government related, to charge the inftitutors of it -
‘with a’total want of huinanity, and to brand them with t
the names of favages and brutes. ——i
. They fhéw almoft an ‘equal degree of indifference
‘for the productions of art. When any of thefe are
‘fhewn them, they fay, ¢ It is pretty, I like to look at
it,” ‘but are not inquifitive about ‘the conftruction of
#t, ‘neither can they ‘form proper conceptions of its ufe.
“But if you tell . them of a perfon who is able to run
with great agility, that is well fkilled in hunting, can
. dire&, with unerring aim, a gun, or bénd with eafe a
bow, that can déxteroufly work a canoe, underftands
the art of war, is acquainted with the fituation of ‘a
country, and can make his way without a guide,
“through an immenfe foreft, fubfifting during this on a
- fmall quantity of provifions, they are in raptures ; they
liften with great attention to the pleafing tale, and be-
“frow the higheft comméndations on the hero of it.

CHM’
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s CHAPTER. IV.

THEIR METHOD oF RECKONING TIME, ¢,

CONSIDERING their ignorance of aftronomy,
time is very rationally divided by the Indians, Thofe
in the interior parts (and of thofe I would generally be
underftood to{peak) count their years by winters ; or,
as they exprefs themfelves, by fnows.

+Some nations among them reckon their years by
moons, and make them confift of twelve fynodical or
lunar months, obferving, when thirty moons have
waned, to add a fupernuiary one, which they term
“the Loft Moon ; ; and then begin to count as before.
They pay a great regard to the firft appearance of
every moon, and on the occafion always repeat fome.
joyful founds, firetching the fame time their hands to-
wards it.
\ Every month has with them a name expreflive of
its feafon 3 for inftance, they call the month of March
(in w}uch their year generally begins at the firft New
Moon, after the vernal Equinox) the Worm Month
or Moon ; becaufe at this time the worms quit their
-retreats in the bark of the trees, wood, &c. where they
have fheltered themfelves during the winter.

The month of April is termed by them the Month
of Plants. May, the Month of Flowers. June, the
Hot Moon. July, the Buck Moon. Their reafon for
thus denominating thefe is obvious, '

Auguft, the Sturgeon Moon ; becaufe in this month
they catch great numbers of that fith.

* September, the Corn Moon, becaufe in that month
they gather in their Indian corn.

. O&ober, the Travelling Moon ; as they leave at this.
time their villages, and travel towards the place whcre
. they intend to hunt during the winter.

' o November,
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. November, the Beaver Moon 3 for in this month
the beavers begin to take fhelter in their houfes, hav-
ing laid up a fufficient ftare of provifions for the win-
‘ter {eafon..

December, the Huntmg Moon, becaufe they em-
ploy this month in purfuit of their game.

January, the Cold Moon, as it genemlly freezes
harder, and the cold is more gntenfe in tlus than in
any other month. )

February, they call the Snow Moon;: becaufe smore
fnow commonly falls dering’ this month, than any
.other in the winter.

‘When the moon doges not fhine they fay the Moon
is dead; and fome call the three laft days of it the
naked days. The Moon’s firft appearance they term
its coming to life again.

They make no divifion of weeks ; 3 but days they
count by fleeps ; half days by peinting to the fun at
noon'; and quarters by the rifing and. the fetting of .
the fun : to exprefs which in their traditions they
make ufe of very fignificant hieroglyphics. . ,

The Indians are totally unfkilled in geography as
well as all the other fciences, and yet, as I have be-
fore hinted, they draw on their birch bark very exa&
charts or maps of the countries with which they are
acquainted. 'The latitude and longitude is only want-
ing to make them tolerably complete.

Their fole knowledge in aftronomy confifts in be-
ing able to point out the’ pole ftar 3 by which they
regulate their courfe when they travel in the night.

They reckon the diftance of places, not by miles
or leagues, but by a day’s journey, which, according
to the beft calculations I could make, appears to be
about twenty Englith miles. Thefe they alfo divide
into halves and quarters, and will demontftrate them
in their maps with great exalinefs, by the hierogly-
phics juft mentioned, when they regulate in council

. their war parties, or thcn' moft diftant hunting excur-
ﬁons. N "They

-
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They have no idea of arithmetic ; and though they
are able to count to any number, figtres as well as
letters appear myfterious to them), and above their
gcomprehenfion. '

‘During my abode with the ‘Naudoweflies, fome of
the chiefs obferving one day a draft of an eclipfe of”
the moon, in a book of aftronomy which I held in
my hand, they defired I would permit them to look
at it. Happening to give them the book fhut, they
‘began.to count the leaves till they came to the place
in which the plate was. After they had wviewed it,
and afked .many queftions relative to it, 1 told them
they ne¢ed not to have taken fo much pains to find
the leaf on which ,jt was drawn, for I could not only
gell in .an inftant the place, without counting the
Jeaves, but alfo-how many preceded it.

They feemed greatly amazed at my affertion, and
begged that I would demonitrate to them the poffi-
bility of doing it. -To this ,purpofe I defired the chief
that held the book, to open it at.any particular place,
and juft fhewing me the page carefully to conceal
the edges of the leaves, fo that I might not be able to
count them, :

This he did with the greateft caution ; notwithy
ftanding which, by looking at the folio, I told him,
2o his great furprife, the number.of leaves. He count- -
ed them regularly over, and difcovered that I was
exa®. And when, after repeated trials, the Indians
found I could do it with gréat readinefs, and without
ever erring in my cal_cv.gatiori, they all feemed as
much aftonifhed 2s if I had raifed the dead.  The
only way they could account for my knowledge, was
by concluding that the book was a fpirit; and whif-
pered me anfwers to whatever I demanded of'it.
© This circumftance, trifling as it might -appear to
thofe who' are lefs illiterate, contributed to increafe
my conféquence, and to augment the favorable opins
jen they already entert#ined of me. ' o

' | CHAP. ¥.
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CHAP. V.

oF THEIR GOVERNMENT, &*.

EV'ERY feparate body of Indians is divided
ito bands or tribes ; which -band or tribe forms a
Bttle community with the nation to which it belongs.
As the nation has fome particular {ymbol by which
it is diftingnifbed from others, fo each tribe has a
badge from which it is denominated ; as that of the
Eagle, the Panther, the Tiger, the Buffalo, &c. &e.
One band of the Naudoweflies is reprefented by a
Snake, another a Tortoife, a third a Squirrel, 2 fourth
a Wolf, and a fifth a buffalo. Throughout every
nation they particularize themfelves in the fame man-
ner, and the meaneft perfon among them will remem-
ber his lineal defcent,. and difkingnifh: himfelf by his
refpedtive family. : -
" Did not many circumftanees tend to confute the !
fuppofition, I fhould be almoft induced to conclude °
from this diftintion of tribes, and the particular at-
tachment of the Indians to them, that they derive ;
their origin, as fome have afferted, from the Ifraelites.

Befides this, every nation diftinguifh themfelves by =
the manner of conftruling their tents or huts. And
fo well verfed are: all the Indians in this diftin&iony
that though there appears to be no difference on the
niceft obfervation made by an European, yet they
will immediately difcover, from the pofition of a pole
left in the ground, what nation has encamped on the
fpot many months before.

Every band has a chief who is termed the Great
Chief or the Chief Warrior ;3 and who is chefen in
confideration of his experience in war, and of his ap- .
proved valor, to direct their military operations, and

to

-
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" to regulate all concerns belonging to that department.
But this chief is not confidered as the head of the
ftate ; befides the great warrior who is eleCted for
his warlike qualifications, there is another who en-
joys a pre-emimence as his hereditary right, and has
the more immediate management of their civil affairs.
This chief might with great propriety be denominated
the Sachem ; whofc affent is neceffary in all convey-
ances and ' treaties, to which he affixes the mark of the
tribe or nation. : '

Though thefe two are confidered as the heads of
the band, and the latter is ufually denominated their
king, yet the Indians are fenfible of neither civil or
military fubordination. As every one of them enter-
tains a high opinion of his confequence, and is ex~
tremely tenacions of his liberty, all injunétions that
carry with them the appearance of a pofitive com~
mand, are inftantly rejeCted with fcorn. '

On this account, it is feldom that their leaders are
fo indifcrect as to give out any of their orders in a
peremptory ftile ; a bare hint from a chief that he
thinks fuch a thing neceffary to be done, inftantly
aroufes an emulation among the inferior ranks, and
it is immediatly cxecuted with great alacrity. By
this mcthod the difgufiful part of the command is
evaded, and an authority that falls little fhort of ab-
folute fivay inftituted in its room.

Among the Indians no vifible form of government
is cftablithed ; they allow of no fuch diftinétion as
magiftrate and fubjedt, every one appearing to enjoy
an mdependence that cannot be controlled. The ob-
jett of government among them is rather foreign than
dometftic, for their attention feems more tofe employ-
od in preferving fuch an union among the members
of their tribe as will enable them to watch the mo-
tions of their enemies, and aét againft Y#m with
concert and vigor, than to maintain inrior order
by any public regulations. If a fcheme that appears

- to
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to be of fervice to the community is propofed by: the

chief, every one is at liberty to choofe whether he will

affift in carrying it on ; for they have no compulfory

laws that lay them under any reftri€tions. - I violence

is committed, or blood is fhed, the right of revenging

thefe mifdemeanors is left to the family of the injur-

ed : the chiefs afflume neither the power of infliting
or moderating the punifbment. -,

Some nations, where the dignity is hereditary, lim-
it the fucceflion to the female line. On the death of a
chief, his fifter’s fon fometimes fucceeds him'in prefer-
ence to his own fon ; and if he happens: to have no
fifter, the neareft female relation affumes the dignity.
This accounts for a woman being at the head of the -
Winnebago nation, which, before I was acquainted
with their laws, appeared ftrange to me. '

Each family has a right to appoint one of its chiefs
to be an affiftant to the principal chief, who watches
over the intereft of his family, and without whofe con-
fent nothing of a public nature can be carried into ex-
ecution. Thefe are generally chofert for their ability
in fpeaking ; and fuch only aré permitted to make
orations in their councils and general affemblics.

In this body, with the hereditary chief at its head,.
the fupreme authority appears to be lodged ; as by
its determination every tranfation relative to their
hunting, to their making war or peace, and to all
their public concerns are regulated. Next to thefe,
the body of warriors which comprehends all that arc
able to bear armig, hold their rank. This divifion has
fometimes at its head the chief of the nation, if he has
fignalized him{¢}f by any renowned adiom, if not,
fome chief that has rendered himfelf famous. .

In their councils, which are held by the foregoing
members, every affair of eonfequence is debated ; and
no enterprife of the leaft moment undertaken, unlefs -
it there meets with the general approbation of the
¢hicfs, They commonly affiemble in a hut or tent

X2 . "~ 7 appropriated

-
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appropriated to this purpofe, and being feated in =z
. circle on the ground, the eldeft chief rifes and makes
a fpeech ; when he has concluded, amother gets up 3
and thus they all fpeak, if neceﬁ'ary, by turns.

On this occafion their language is nervous, and
their manner of expreffion emphatical. Their ftile
* is adorned with images, comparifons, and firong met-
aphors, and is equal in. allegories to that of any of
the eaftern nations. In all their fet fpeeches they
. exprefs themfelves with much vehemence, but in
common difcourfe according to our ufwal method of*
fpeech.

The young men are fuﬁ’ered to be prefent at the
councils, though they are not allowed to make a fpeech:
till they are regularly admitted ; they however liften
with great attention, and to fhow that they both un~
derftand, and approve of the refolutions taken by the
affembled chiefs, they frequently exclaim, That is
right.” <« That is good.”

The cuftomary mode among all- the ranks of ex-
prefing their affent, and which they repeat’ at the
end of almoft every period, is by uttering a kind of
forcible afpiration, which founds lxke an union of the

" letters OAH.

CHAP. VI - .
OF THEIR FE’AST_SL '

MANY of the Indian nations neither make
ufe of bread, falt, or fpices ; and fome of them have
never feen or tafted ofp either. The Naudoweflies i
particular have no bread, nor any fubftitute for it.
They eat the wild rice which grows in great quanti-

ties m different parts of their temtones 3 but thc{
s boi
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boil it and eat it alone. They alfo eat the fleth of the
beafts they kill, without having recourfe to any fari-
naceous fubﬁance to abforb the groffer particles of it.
And even when they confume the fugar which they
have extradted from the maple tyee, they ufe it not to -
render fome other food palatable, but generally eat it
by itfelf.

Neither have they any ides of the ufe of mllk
although -they might  collect great , quantities from the
buffalo or the-elk ; they only confider it as proper for
the nutriment of the young of thefe beafts during’
their tender ftate. ¥ could not perceive that any
inconveniency attended the total difufe of articles
efteemed fo neceffary and nutritious by otHer nations,
on the contrary, they are in general healthy and’
vigorous. .

One dith however, which anfwers nearly. the fame
purpofe as bread, is in ufe among the Ottagaumies,
the Saukles, and the more eaftern nations where In-
dian corn ‘grows, which is not odly much efteemed
by them, but it is reckoned extremely palatable by
all the Europeans who enter their dominions. This -
is compofed of their unripe corn as before defcribed,’
and beans in the fame ftate, boiled together with -
bear’s fleth, the fat of which moiftens the pulfe, and
renders it beyond comparifon delicious. They call
this food Succatofh.

The Indians are far from bemg Cannibals, as they
are faid to be. -All their vifuals are either roafted
or boiled ; and this in the extreme. Their drink is
generally the broth in which it has been boiled.

Their food confifts of the fleth of the bear, the
buffalo, the elk, the decr, the beaver, and the racoon
which they prepare in the manner juft mentioned. -
They ufually eat the fleth of the deer which-is natur-
ally dry, with that of the bear which is fat and juicy ;
and though,_ the latter is extremely rich and lufcious,

it is never known to cloy. B
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In the fpring of the year the Naudoweflies eat the
infide bark of a fhrub, that they gather in fome part
of their country ; but I could neither learn the name
of it, or difcover from whence they got it. It was of
a brittle nature and eafily mafticated.” The tafte of
it was very agreeable, and they faid it was extremely
nourithing. In flavor it was not unlike the turnip,
and when received into the mouth refembled that-
root both in its pulpous and frangible nature.

The lower ranks of the Indians are exceedingly
nafty in drefling their victuals, but fome of the chiefs
?'e very neat and cleanly in their gpparel, tents and

ood.

They commonly eat in large parties, fo that their
meals may properly be termed feafts ; and this they.
do without being reftriCted to' any fixed or regular
hours, but juft as their appetites require, and con-
venience fuits.

They ufually dance either before or after every

. meal ; and by this cheerfulnefs probably render the

Great Spirit, to whom they confider themfelves as
indebted for every good, a more acceptable facrifice
than a formal and unanimated thankfgiving. The

.men and women feaft apart : and each fex invite by

tarns their companions, to partake with them of the
food they happen to have ; but in their domeftic way
of living the men and women eat together.

No people are more hofpitable, kind, and freg than
the Indians. They will readily fhare with any of their
own tribe the laft part of their provifions, and even
with thofe of a different nation if they chapce to-
come in when they are eating. Though they do not
“kecp one common ftock, yet that community of goods.
which is fo prevalent among them, and their generous

" difpofition, render it nearly of the fame effed.

When the chiefs are convened on any public bufi-
nefs they always conclude with a feaft, at which their-

CHAP. VII.

-
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* CHAP. VII.

or THEIR DANCES.

D ANCING is a favourite exercife among the
Indians ; they never meet on any public occafion, but
this makes a part of the entertainment. And when
they are not engaged in war or hunting, the youth
9f both fexes amufe themfelves in this manner every
cvening,

They always dance, as I have Ju& obferved, at thenr
feafts. In thefe as well as all other dances, every
. man rifes in his turn, and moves about with great
freedom and boldnefs ; finging as he does fo, the ex-
ploitss of his anceftors. During this the company
who are feated on the ground in a circle, around the
_dancer, j Jom with him in making the cadence, by an-
“odd ‘tone, which they utter all together, and which
founds, ¢ Heh, heh, heh.” Thefe notes, if they
aight be fo termed are articulated with a harfh ac-~
cent, and firained out with the utmoft force of their
lungs : fo that one would imagine their ftrength muft .
be foon exhaufted by it ; inftead of which, they repeat
‘it with the fame violence during the whole of their
entertainment.

+ The women, particularly thofe of -the weftern na-
tlons, dance very gracefully. They carry themfclves
erect, and with their arms hanging down clofe to their
fides, move firft a few yards to the right, and then
back again to the left. This movement they perform
without taking any fteps as an European would do,
but with their feet conjoined, moving by turns their
toes and heels. In this manner they glide with great
agility to a certain diftance, and then return; and

let thofe who join in the dance be ever fo numerollus,
v they

v
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they keep time fo exally with. each other that rio®
interruptfon enfues. During this at ftated periods;-
they mingle their fhrill voices, with-the hoarfer ones-
of the men, who fit around (for it isto be obferved
that the fexes never intermix in the fame dance)
which, with the mufic of the drums and chichicoes;.
make an agreeable harmony. ’

The Indians have feveral Kinds of. dances, which:
they ufe on different occafions, asthe Pipe or Calu~
met_Dance, the War Dance, the Marriage Dancc,
and the Dance of the Sacrifice. The movements in;
every one of thefe are diffimilar ; but it is almoft im~
pofible to convey any idea of the points in whiche
they are. unlike.

Different nations. likewif¢ vary in- their manner of
dancing. The Chipeway throw themfelves into a

eater varicty of attitudes than any other people 3
%r metimes they hold their heads ered, at others they:
bend them almoft to the ground ; then recline on.
qne fide, and immediately after on the other. The
Naudoweflies carry themfelves more upright, ftep-
firmer, and. move more gracefully. But they all ac—
company their dances with the difagreeable noife juft,
mentioned.

The Pipe Dance, is the principal, and tBe- moft
pleafing to a fpetator of any of them, being the leaft-.
frantic, and the movement of it moft graceful. It is-
but on particular occafions that it is.ufed 5 as when
ambaffadors from an enemy arrive to treat of peace,
or when ftrangers: of eminence pafs- through their
territories.

The War Dance, which they ufe both before they
fet out on their war parties, and on their return from
them, ftrikes terror into’ firangers. It is performed,
a the others, amidft a circle of the warriors ; a chief’
generally begins it, who moves from thé right to the
left finging at the fame time both his own exploits,
gnd thofe of his ancefters. 'When he has cencluded

his
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diis account of any memorable ation, he givés a vio-
Jent blow with his war club, againft a poft that is
fixed in the ground, near the centre of the affembly
for this purpofe.

Every one dances in his turn, and recapitulates
.the wondrous deeds of his family, till they all at laft
join in the dance. Then it becomes truly alarming
to any ftranger that happers to be among them, as
they throw themfelves into every horrible and ter-
rifying pofture that can be imagined, rehearfing at
-the fame time the parts they expedt to act againft
their enemies in the field. During this they hold
-their fharp knivgs in their hands, with which, as they
.whirl about, they are every moment in danger of
-cutting each other’s throats ; end did they not thun
-the threatened mifchief with inconceivable dexterity,
it could not be -avoided. By thefe motions they in-
.tend to reprefent the ymanner in which they kill, fcalp,
and take their prifoners. To heighten the fcene,
they fet up the fame hideous yells, cries, and war-
whoops they ufein time of ation: fo that it is ime
-poffible to confider them in any other light than as
;an affembly of demons.

I have frequently joined in this dance with them,
but it foon ceafed to be an amufement to me, as I
-«could not lay afide my apprehenfions of receiving fome
.dreadful wound, that from the violence of their gef-
tures muft have proved mortal,

I found that the nations to the weftward of the Mif-
fifippi, and on the borders of Lake Superior, ftill
continue to make ufe of the Pawwaw or Black Dance.
The people of the colonies tell a thoufand ridiculous
ftories of the Devil being raifed in this dance by the
Indians.  But “they allow that this was in former
‘times, and is Row nearly extin& among thofe who live
adjacent to the European fettlements. However, I
difcovered that it was ftill ufed in the interior parts;
and though F'did not aftually fee the Devil raifed by

lt,
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it, I was witnefs to fome fcenes that could only be per-
formed by fuch as dealt with. him, or were very ex-
pert and dexterous jugglers. .

Whilft I was among the Naudoweflies, a dance,
which they thus termed, was performed. Before the
. dance began, one of theé Indians was admitted into a
fociety which they denominated Wakon-Kitchewah,
that is, the Friendly Society of the Spirit. This fo-
ciety is compofed of perfons of both fexes, but fuch
only can be admitted into it, as are of unexception-
able charalter, and who receive the approbation of
the whole body. To this admifiion fucceeded the Paw-
waw Dance (in which I faw nothing that could give
rife to the reports I had heard) and the whole, ac-
cording to their ufual cuftom, concluded with a grand
feaft. ‘ .,

The initiation being attended with fome very fingu-
lar circumftances, which, as I have before obferved,
muft be either the effet of magic, or of amazing
dexterity, I fhall give a particular account of ‘the
whole procedure. It was performed at the time of
the new moon, in a place appropriated to the purpofe,
" near. the centre of their camp, ’that would contain
_ about two hundred people. Being a ftranger, and on
all occafions treated by them with great civility, I
was invited to fee the ceremony, and placed clofe to
the rails of the enclofure.

About twelve o’clock they began to affemble ;
when the fun .fhone bright, which they confidered as
a good omen, for they never by choice hold any of
their public meetings unlefs the fky be clear and un~
clouded. A great number of chiefs firft appeared,
who were drefled in their beft apparel;” and: after
them' came the head warrior, clad in a long robe of -
rich furs, that trailed on the ground, attended by a
retinue of  fifteen or twenty perfons, painted and
drefled in the gayeft manner. ~Next followed the
wives of fuch as had been already admitted into the

"~ fociety 3
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fociety 5 and in the rear a confufed heap of the low-
er ranks, all contributing as much as lay in their
power to make the appearance grand and {howy.

When the affembly was feated, and filence pro-
claimed, one of the principal chiefs arofe, andin a
fhort but mafterly fpeech informed his audience of
the occafion of their meeting. He acquainted them
that one of their young men wifhed to be admitted
into their fociety ; and taking him by the hand pre-~
fented him to their view, atking them at the fame
time, whether they had any ol:ge&lon to his becoming
one of their community,

No objection being made, the young candidate was
placed in the centre, and four of the chiefs took their
ftations clofe to him ; after exhorting him, by turns,
not to faint under the operation he was about to go
through, but to behave like an Indian and a man,
two of them took hold of his arms, and caufed him
to kneel ; another placed himfelf behind him, fo as
to receive him when he fell, and the laft of the four
retired to the diftance of about twelve feet from him
exadtly in front.

This difpofition being completed, the clnef then
ftood before the kneeling candidate, began to fpeak
to him with an audible voice. He told him that he
himfelf was now agitated by the fame fpirit which
he fhould in a few moments communicate to him ;
that it would ftrike him dead, but that he would in-
ftantly be reftored again to hfe 3 to this he added,
that the communication however terrifying, was a
neceflary introdution to- the advantages enjoyed by
the community into which he was on the point of be-
ing admitted.

As he fpoke this, he appeared to be greatly aglxat-
ed ; till at Jaft his emotions became fo violent, that_
his countenance was diftorted, and his whole frame -
convulfed. At this juncture he threw fomething that
appwcd both in fhape and colour like a fmall bean,

at
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at the young man, which feemed to enter his mouth,A

and he inftantly fell as motionlefs as %if he had been
thot. The chjef that was placed behind him receiv-
ed him in his arms, and, by the affiftance of the other
two,flmd him on the ground to all appearance bereft
of life

Having done tlns, they immediately began to rub
his limbs, and to firike him on the back, giving him
fuch blows, as feemed more calculated to fiill the
quick, than to raife the dead. During thefe extraor-
dinary applications, the fpeaker continued his ha-
rangue, defiring the fpe&ators not to he furprifed, or
to defpair of the young man’s recovery, as his pref-
ent inanimate fituation proceeded only from the forci-
ble operation of the fpirit, on faculties that had hith-
erto been unufed to infpirations of this kind.

The candidate lay feveral minutes without fenfe
or motion ; but at length, after receiving many vio-
lent blows, he began to difcover fome fymptoms of
returning life. Thefe, however, were attended with
ftrong convulfions, and an apparent obftruction in
his throat. But they were foon at an end ; for hav-
ing difcharged from his mouth the bean, or what-
ever it was that the chief had thrown at him, but
which on the clofeft infpetion I had not perceived
to enter it, he foon  after appeared to be tolerably
recovered.

This part of the ceremony being happily effected,
the officiating chiefs difrobed him of the clothes he
had ufually worn, and put on him a fet of apparel en-
tirely new. When he was drefled, the fpeaker once
more took him by the hand, and prefented him to
the fociety as a regular and thoroughly initiated
member, exhorting them, at the fame time, to give
~ him fuch neceffary affiftance, as being a young mem-

ber, he might ftand in need of. He then alfo charg-
ed the newly eleted brother to receive with humility,
and to follow with punétuality the advice of his elder
brethren. ' Al
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All thofe who had been admitted within the rails,

now formed a circle around their new brother, and
- th¢ mufic firiking up, the great chief fung a fong,
celebrating as ufual their martial exploits.

The only mufic they make ufe of is a drum, which
iscompofed of a piece of a hollow tree curioufly
wrought, and over one end of which is ftrained a
ikin, this they beat with a fingle ftick, and it gives a
found that is far from harmonious, but it juft ferves
to beat time with. To this they fometimes add the
chichicoe, and in their war dances they likewife ufe
a kind of fife, formed of a reed, which makes a fhrill
harfh noife. :
 The whole affembly were by this time united, and
the dance began ; feveral fingers affifted the mufic
with their voices,” and the. women joining in the
chorus at certain intervals, they produced together a
not unpleafing but favage harmony. This was one

. of the moft agrecable entertainments I faw whilft I was
‘among them.

I could not help laughing at a fingular childith
cufiom I obferved they introduced into this dance, and .
which was the only one that had the leaft appearance
of conjuration. Moft of the members carried in
their hands an otter or martin’s fkin, which- being
taken whole from the body, and filled with wind, on
being comprefled made a fqueaking noife through a
fmall piece of wood organically formed and fixed in
its mouth. When this inftrument was prefented to
the face of any of the company, and the found emit-
ted, the perfon receiving it inftantly fell down to ap-
pearance dead. Sometimes two or three, Both men
and women, were on the ground togethex ; but im-
mediately recovering, they rofe up and joined again
in the dance. This feemed to afford, even the chiefs
themf{elves, infinite diverfion. I afterwards learned
that thefe were their Dii' Penates or Houfehold

Gaods
- . After

’
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After fome hours fpent in this manner the feaft
began ; the difhes being brought near me, I perceiv- -
ed that they confifted of dog’s fleth; and I was in-
formed that at all their public grand feafts they never
made ufe of any other kind of food. For this pur-
pofe, at the feaft I am now fpeaking of, the new can-
didate provides fat dogs, if they can be procured at
any price. - s :

In this cuftom of eating dog’s flefh on particular
occafions, they refemble the inhabitants of fome of
the countries that lie on the northeaft borders of
Afia. The author of the account of Kamichatka,
publifhed by order of the Emprefs of Ruffia (before
referred to).informs us, that the people inhabiting Ko-
reka, a country north of Kamfchatka, who wander
about in hordes like the Arabs, when they pay their
worflip to the evil beings, kiil a rein decr or a dog,
the fleth of which they eat, and leave the head and
tongue fticking on a pole with the front towards the
. eaft. Alfo that when they are afraid of any infeftious
diftemper, they kill a dog, and winding the guts
about two poles, pafs between them. Thefe cuftoms,
in whc h they are nearly imitated by the Indians, feem
to add ftrength to my fuppofition, that America was
firft peopled from this quarter.

I know not under what clafs of dances to rank that
performed by the Indians who came to ‘my tent when
I landed neas Lake Pepin, on the banks of the Mif-
fifippi, as related in my Journal. When I looked
out, as I there mentioned, I faw about twenty naked
young Indians, the moft perfeét in - their fhape, and
by far the handfomeft of any I had ever feen, coming
towards me, and -dancing as they approached, to the
mufic of their drums. At every ten or twelve yards
they halted, and fet up their yells and cries.

‘When they reached my tent, I afked them to come
in ; which, without deigning to make me any anfwer,
they did. As I obferved that they were painted rcéi

an
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and black, as tlmey ufually are when they go againft .

an enemy, and perceived that fome parts of the war
dance were intermixed with their other movements.
I doubted not but they were fet on by the inimical
chief whe had refufed my falutation ; I therefore de-
termined to fell my life as dear as poﬁible To this
purpofe, I received them fitting on my cheft, with
my gun and piftols befide me, and ordered my rhen
to keep a watchful eye on them, and to be alfo upon
their guard.

The Indians being entered, they continued their
dance altérnately, finging at the fame time of their
heroic exploits, -and the fuperiority of their race over
every other people. To enforce their language,
though it was uncommonly nervous and expreflive,
and fuch as would of itfelf have carried terror to the
firmeft heart, at the end of every period they ftruck
their war clubs againft the poles of my tent, with
fuch violence, that I expeéted every moment it would

have tumbled upon us. As each of them, in danc- -

ing round, paffed by me, they placed their right hands
over their eyes, and coming clofe to me, looked me
fteadily in the face, which I could not conftrue into
a token of friendfthip. My men gave themfelves up
for loft, and I acknowledge, for my own part, that I
never found my apprehenfions mere tumultuous om
any occafion.

‘When they had nearly ended their dance, I pre-
fented to them the pipe of peace, but they would not

“receive it. I then, as my laft refouree, thought I

would try what prefents would do ; accordingly I
took from my cheft fome ribands and trinkeéts, which
I laid before them. Thefe feemed to ftagger their
refolutions, and to avert in fome degree their anger ;
for after holding a confultation together, they fat
down on the ground, which I confidered as a favora-
ble omen.

02 Thus,

-
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Thus it proved, as in a fhort time they received the
pipe of peace, and lighting it, firft prefented it to me,
and then fmoked with it themfelves. Soon after they -
took up the prefents, which had hitherto lain negleét-
ed, and appearing to be greatly pleafed with them,
departed in a friendly manner. And never did I re-
ceive greater pleafure than at getting rid of fuch for-
midable guefts.

It was not ever in my power to gain a thorough

“knowledge of the defigns of my vifiters. I had fuf-

ficient reafon to conclude that they were hoftile, and
that their vifit, at fo late an hour, was made through
the inftigation of the Grand Sautor ; but I was after-
wards informed that it might be intended- as a com-
pliment which they ufually pay to the chiefs of every
other nation who happen to fall in with them,” and
that the circumftances in their condué& which had
appeared fo fufpicious to me, were merely the effects
of their vanity, and defigned to imprefs on the minds
of thofe whom they thus vifited an elevated opinion
of their valor and prowefs. In the morning before
I continued my route, feveral of their wives brought
me a prefent of fome fugar, for whom I found a few
more ribands. ' .

The dance of the facrifice is not fo denominated
from their offering up at the fame time a facrifice to
any good or evil fpirit, but is a dance to which the
Naudoweflies give that title from being ufed when
any public fortunate circumftance befalls theni.
‘Whilft I refided among them, a fine large deer acci-
dentally ftrayed into the middle of their encampment,

foon deftroyed. As this happened juft
noon, they efteemed it a lucky omen ; and
ted it whole, every one in the camp par-

After their feaft, they all joined in a
‘h they termed, from its being fomewhat
s nature, a dance of the facrifice.
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CHAP. VIIL

or THEIR HUNTING.

HUNTING is the principal occupation of the
Indians; they are trained to it from their earlieft
youth, and it is an exercife which.is efteemed no lefs
honorable than neceffary towards their fubfiftence. A
dexterous and fefolute hunter is held in nearly as
great eftimation by them as a diftipguithed warrior.
Scarcely any device which the ingenuity of man has
difcovered for enfnaring or deftroying thofe animals
that fupply them with food, or whofe fkins are valua-
ble to Europeans, is unknown to them. .

Whilft they are engaged in this exercife, they
thake off the mdolence peculiar to their nature, and
become ative, perfevering, and indefatigable. They
are equally fagacious in finding their prey, and in
the means they ufe to deftroy it. They difcern the
footfteps of the beafts they are in purfuit of, although
they are imperceptible to every other eye, and can
follow them with certainty through the pathlefs foreft.

The beafts that the Indians hunt, both for their
fleth on which they fubfift, and for their fkins, of
which they either make their apparel, or barter with
the Europeans for neceffaries, are the buffalo, the elk,
the deer, the moofe, the carriboo, the bear, the bea-
ver, the otter, the martin, &c. I defer giving a de-
fcription of thefe creatures here, and fhall only at
prefent treat of their manner of hunting them.

The route they fhall take for this purpofe, and the
parties-that fhall go on the different expeditions are
fixed in their general councils, which are held fome |,
time in the fammer, when all the operations for the -

enfuing winter are concluded on. The chief warrior,
: whale
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whofe province- it is to regulate their proceedinys on
this occafion, with great folemnity iffues out an invi-
.. tation to thofe who choofe to attend him ; for the
Indians, as before obferved, acknowledge no fuperi-
ority, nor have they any idea of compulfion ; and
every one that accepts it, prepares himfelf by fafting
during feveral days. o .

The Indians do not faft as fome other nations do,
on the richeft and moft luxurious food, but they to-
tally abftain from every kind, either of viGuals or
drink ; and fuch is their patience and refolution, that
the moft extreme thirft could not oblige them to -
tafte a drop of water ; yet amidft this fevere abfti-

_nence they appear cheerful and happy.

The reafons they give for thus fafting, are, that it
enables them freely to dream, in which dreams they
are informed where they fhall find the greateft plenty
of game ; alfo that it averts the difpleafure of the
evil {pirits, and induces them to be propitious. They
alforon thefe occafions blacken thofe parts of their
bodies that are uncovered. 4

The faft being ended; and the place of hunting
made known, the chief who is to conduét them, gives
a grand feaft to thofe who are to form the different
parties ; of which none of them dare to partake till
they have bathed themfelves.' At this feaft, not-
withftanding they have fafted fo long, they eat with
great moderation ; and the chief that prefides em-
ploys himfelf in rehearfing the feats of thofe who have
‘been moft fuccefsful in the bufinefs they are about
to enter upon. They {foon after fet out on the march
towards the place appointed, painted or rather be-
daubed with’ black, amidft the acclamations of all
the people. -

Tt is impoffible to defcribe their agility or perfever-
ance, whilft they are in purfuit of their prey ; neith-
er thickets, ditches, torrents, pools, or rivers ftop
them ; they always go ftraight forward in the moft

- ’ direct
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direct line they poffibly .can, and there are few of the
favage inhabitants of the woods that they cannot
overtake.

‘When they hunt for bears, they endeavor to find
out their retreats ; for, during the winter, thefe ani-
mals conceal themfelves in the bollow trunks of trees,
or make themfelves holes in the ground, where they
continue without food, whilft the fevere- weather
lafts.

When the Indians think they have arrived at a
place where thefe creatures ufually haunt, they form
themfelves into a circle according to their number,
and moving ‘onward, endeavor, as they advance to-
wards the centre, to difcover the retreats of their
prey. By this means, if any lie in the intermediate
fpace, they are fure of aroufing them, and bringing
them down either with their bows or their guns.
The bears will take to flight at fight of 2 man ora
dog, and will only make refiltance when they are
extremely hungry, or after they are wounded.

The Indian method of hunting the buffalo is by
forming a circle or a fquare, nearly in the fame man-
ner as when they fearch for the bear. Having taken
their different ftations, they fet the grafs, which at
this time is rank and dry, on fire, and thefe animals,
who are extremely fearful of that element, flying
with precipitation before it, great numbers are hem-
med in a {mall compafs, and fcarcely a fingle one
efcapes. _

They have different ways of hunting the elk, the
deer, and the carriboo. Sometimes they feek them
out in the woods, to which they retire during the
feverity of the cold, where they are eafily thot from
behind the trées. In the more nothern climates
they take the advantage of the weather to deftroy the
elk ; when the fun has juft firength enough to melt
the fnow, and the froft in the night forms a kind of

_cruft on the furface, this creature being heavy, breaks

it
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it with his forked hoofs, and with difficulty extri-
cates himfelf from it : at this"time therefore he is
foon overtaken and deftroyed.

Some nations have a method of hunting thefe ani-
mals which is more eafily executed, and free from
danger. The hunting party divide themfelves into
two bands, and choofing a fpot near the borders of
fome river, one party embarks on board their canoes,
whilft the other.forming themfelves into a femicir-
cle on the land, the flanks of which reach the fhore,
let loofe their dogs, and by this means roufe all the
game that lies within théfe bounds ; they: then drive
them towards the river, into which they no fooner
enter, than the greateft part of them are immediately
difpatched by thofe who remain in the canoes.

Both the elk and buffuilo are very furious when
they are wounded, and will return fiercely on their
ﬁurfuers, and trample them under their feet, if the

unter finds na means to complete their deftruétion, -
or does not feek for fecurity in flight to fome adja-
cent tree 3 by this method they are frequently avoid-
ed, and fo tired with the purfuit, that they voluntarily
give it over. _ Tt

But the hunting in which the Indians, particularly
thofe who inhabit the northern parts, chiefly employ
themfclves, and from which they reap the greateft
advantage, is the beaver hunting. The feafon for
this is throughout the whole of the winter, from No-
vember to April ; during which time the fur of thefe
creatures is in the greateft perfeftion. A defcription
of this extraordinary animal, the confiruction of their
huts, and the regulations of their almoft rational com-
munity, I fhall give in another place. -

The hunters make ufe of feveral methods to defiroy
them. Thofe generally praftifed, are cither that of
taking- them in fnares, cutting through the ice, or
opening their caufeways.

As
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As the eyes of thefe animals are very quick, and their
hearing exceedingly acute, great precaution is necef-
fary in approaching their bodies ; for as they feldom
go far from the water, and their houfes are always
built clofe to the fide of fome large river or lake, or
dams of their own conftru®ion, upon the leaft alarm
they haften to the deepeft part of the water, and diye
immediately to the bottom ; as they do this they
make a great noife by beating the water with their
tails, ort purpofe to put the whole fraternity on their

ard. )

They take them with fhares in the following man-
ner : though the beavers ufually lay up a fufficient
ftore of provifion to ferve for their fubfiftence during
the winter, they make from time to time excurfions
to the neighbouring woods to procure further fup-
plies of food. The hunters having found out their

- haunts, place a trap in their way, baited with {mall

pieces of bark, or young fhoots of trees, which the
beaver has no fooner laid hold of, than a large log
of wood falls upon him, and breaks his back; his
enemies, who are upon the watch, foon appear, and
inftantly difpatch the helplefs animal.

At other times, when the ice on the rivers and
lakes is about half- a foot thick, they make an open-
ing through it with their hatchets, to which the bea-
vers will foon haften, on being difturbed at their
houfes, for a fupply of frefh air. As their breath
accafions a confiderable motion in the water, the
hunter has fufficient notice of their approach, and
methods are eafily taken for knocking them on "the
head the moment they appear above the furface.

When the houfes of the beavers happsn to be near
a rivulet, they'are more eafily defiroyed : the hun-
ters then cut the ice, and fpreading a net umder it,
break down the cabins of the beavers, who never fail
to make towards the deepcft part, where they are

entangled and taken.. But they muft not be fuffered
to
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to remain there long, as they would foon extricate
themfelves with their teeth, which are well known .
to be exceflively tharp and ftrong. .

The Indians take great care to hinder their dogs
from touching the bones of the beavers. The rea-
fons they give for thefe precautions, are, firft, that
the bones are fo exceffively hard, that they fpoil the"
teeth of the dogs: and, fecondly, that they are ap-
prehenfive they fhall fo exafperate the fpirits of the
beavers by this permiffion, as to render the next hunt-
ing f{eafon unfuccefsful.

The fkins of thefe animals, the hunters exchange
with the Europeans for neceffaries, and as they are
more valued by the latter than any other kind of furs,
they pay the greateft attention to this fpecies of
hunting.

When the Indians deftroy buffaloes, elks, deer, -
&c. they generally divide the flefh of fuch as they
have taken among the tribe to which they belong.
But in hunting the beaver a few families ufually unite
and divide the fpoil between them. Indeed, in the
* firft inftance they generally pay fome attention in the
divifion to their own families; but no jealoufies or
murmurings are ever known to arife on account of
any apparent partiality. . :

Among the Naudoweflies, if a perfon fhoots a deer,
buffalo, &c. and it runs to a confiderable diftance
before it drops, where a perfon belonging to another
tribe, being nearer, firft fticks a knife into it, the
game is confidered as the property of the latter, not-
withftanding it had been mortally wounded by -the
- former. Though this cuftom appears to be arbitrary
and unjuft, yet that people cheerfully fubmit to it.
This decifion is, however, very different from that
pradtifed by the Indians on the back of the colonies,
where the firft perfon that hits, is entitled to the beft

fhare. :
CHAP.
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OF THEIR MANNER 0F MARING WAR, .

THE Indians begin to bear arms at the age
- of fifteen, and lay them afide when they arrive at the
age of fixty. Some nations to the fouthward, I have
-. been informed, do not contigue their military exer-
cifes after they are fifty.

In every band or nation there is a fele€t number
who are ftiled the warriors, and who are always rea-
dy to att either offenfively or defenfively, as occafion
requires. Thefe are well armed, bearing the wea-
pons commonly in ufe among them, which vary ac-
cording to the fituation of their countries. Such as
have an intercourfe with the Eurapeans make ufe of .-
tomahawks, knives, and firearms ; but thofe whofe
dwellings are fituated to the weftward of the Miffi-
fippi, and who have not an opportunity of purchafing
thefe kinds of weapons, ufe bows and arrows, and
alfo the Caffe Tete or War Club. '

The Indians that inhabit fill further to the weft-
ward, 2 country which extends to the South Sea, ufe
in fight a warlike inftrument that is very uncommon.
Having great plenty of horfes, they always attack their
-enemies on horfeback, and encumber themfelves with
no other weapon, than a ftone of a middling fize,-
curioufly wrought, which they faften by a ftring,
about a yard and a half long, to their right arms, a
little above the elbow. Thefe ftones they convenient-
ly carry in their hands, till' they reach their enemies,
and then fwinging them with great dexterity, as thex
ride full {fpeed, never fail of doing execution. The
country which thefe tribes pofiefs, abounding with
large extenfive plains, thofe .who .attack them {cldom

P . return
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return 3 as the fwifinels of their horfes, on whxch
they are mounted; enable them to overtake even:the
fleeteft of their'invaders. -

The Naudoweflies, who had been at war with this
people; “informed me, that unlefs they found moraffes
or-thickets, to which they could retire, they were fure
-"of being cut off : to prevent this they always took

«care whenever they made an -onfet, to do it near fuch
etreats as were impaffable for .cavelry, they then hav-
ing a great .advantage over their enemies, whofe wea-
pons would not there reach them. )

Some ‘nations make ufe of a javelin, pointed with
bone, worked into different forms ; but their Indian
aweapons in general are bows and arrows, and the hort
club already mentioned. The latter is made of a
very hard wood,.and the head of it fathioned round

--like a ball, .about' three inches and a half diameter ;
in th:s,rotund part is fixed an edge refembling that
.of .a tomahawk, either of fteel .ar flint, whichfoever
they can procure. ,

"The dagger is peculiar to the Nandowefie nation,
and of ancient confiruction, but they can give no ac-
.count how long it has been inufe among them. kt
was originally made .of flint er bone, but fince they
have had communication with the European traders,
they have formed it of fteel. The length of it is

-:about ten inches, and that part clofe to the handle
nearly three inches broad. Its edges are keen, and
it gradually taperstowards-a point. They wear it-in
a fheath .made of deer’s leather, neatly ornamented
with porcupine quills ; and it is ufually hung by a
ﬂrmg, decorated in the fame- ‘manner, which reaches
as low only as the breaft. This curious weapen is
.worn by a few of the principal chiefs alone, and con-
fidered both as an ufeful infirument, and an orna-
.mental badge of fuperiority.

I obferved among the Naudoweffies a few targets

" ar fhields made of raw buffalo lndes, and in the form

of



'CARVER’s TRAVELS: 11

of thofe ufed by the ancients. - But as the number of
thefe was fmall, and I could gain no intelligence of
the ®ra in whick: they firft were introduced among
them, I fuppofe thofe I faw: had defcended from fa-
ther to fon, for many generations.. -

The reafons the Indians give for making war againft
one another, are much the fame as thofe urged by
more civilized nations for difturbing the tranquillity
of their neighbors. The pleas of the former are
however in general more rational ind juft, than fuch
as are brought by Europeans in vindication of their
proceedings.-

The extenfion of empire is feldom a motive with:
thefe people to imvade, and to commit depredations
on the territories of thofe who happen to dwell near
them. To fecure the nghts of hunting within par-
ticular -limits, to maintain the' liberty of pafling
through their accuftomed tracks, and to guard thofe
lands which they confider from a long tenure as their
own, againft any infringement, are the general caufes
of thofe diffentions that fo often break out between
the Indian nations, and which .are carried on with fo
much animofity.

Though firangers to the idea of feparate property,
yet the moft uncultivated among them are well ac-
quainted with the rights of their community to the
domains they poflefs, and oppofe with vigor every en-
croachment on them.

Notwithftanding it is generally fuppofed that from
their territories- being fo extenfive, the boundaries of
them cannot be afcertained, yet Iam well affured that
the limits of each nation in the interior parts are laid
down in their rude plans with gacat precifion. “By
their’s, as I have before obferved, was I enabled to reg-
ulate my own ; and after the moft exa& obfervations
and inquiries I found but very few inftances in which
they erred.

But
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But intereft is not either the moft frequent or moft
powerful incentive to their making war on each oth-
er. The paflion of revenge, which is the diftinguifh-
ing charateriftic of thefe people, is the moft general
" motive. Injuries arefelt by them with exquifite fen-
fibility, and vengeance purfued with unremitted ardor.
To this may be added, that natural excitation which
every Indian become fenfible of, as foon as he ap-
proaches the age of manhood to give proof of his val-
orand prowefs.

- As they are early poflefled with a notion that war
ought to be the chief bufinefs of their lives, that there
is nothing more defirous than the reputation of being
a great warrior, and that the fcalps of their enemies,
or a number of prifoners are alone to be efteemed -val- .
uable, it is not to be wondered at that the young In-
dians are continually reftlefs and uneafy if their ardor
is reprefled, and they are kept in a ftate of inativity.
Either of thefe propenfities, the defire of revenge or
the gratification of an impulfe, that by degrees be-
comes habitual to them, is fufficient, frequently, to in-
duce them to commit hoftilities on fome of the neigh-
bouring nations. ;

‘When the chiefs find any occafion for making war,
they endeavor to aroufe their habitudes, and by that
means foon excite their warriors to take arms. To
this purpofe they make ufe of their martial eloquence,
nearly in the following words, which never fails of
proving effeGtual ; ¢ the bones of our deceafed coun-
trymen lie uncovered, they call out to us to revenge
their wrongs, and we muft fatisfy their requeft. Their
fpirits cry out againft us. They muft be appeafed.
"The genii, who are the guardians of our honor, in-
fpire us with a refolution to feek the enemies of our
murdered brothers. Let us go and devour thofe by
whom they were flain. Sit therefore no longer inac-
tive, give way to the impulfe of your natural valor,
anoint your hair, paint your faces, fill your quivcr‘s:,

: caufe
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caufe the foreft to refound with your fongs, confole

the fpirits of the dead, and tell them they fhall be

revenged.”
Animated by thefe exhortations the warriors fnatch

their arms in a tranfport of fury, fing the fong of war; -

and burn with 1mp:mence to imbrue their-hands in
the blood of their enemies.

Sometimes private -chiefs affemble fmall parties and
make excurfions againft thofe with whom they are at
war, or fuch as have injured them. A,ﬁngle Warrior,
prompted by revenge or a defire to thow his prowefs,
will march: unattended for feveral hundred miles, to
furprife and cut off a ftraggling party. ®

Thefe irregular fallies however, are not always ap-
proved of by the elder chiefs, though they are often
obliged to connive at them j as in the inftant before
given of the Naudoweffie and Chipeway nations.

But when a war is national, and undertaken by the
community, their deliberations are formal and flow.
The elders affemble in council, to which .all the head
warriors and young men are admitted, where they
deliver their opinions in folemn fpeeches, weighing

_with maturity the nature of the enterprife they are
about to engage in, and balancing with great fagacity
the advantages or inconveniences that will arife from it.

Their priefts are alfo confulted on the fubje&, and
even, fometimes, the advice: of t.he moft intelligent of
their women is atked.

If the determination be. for war, they prepare for it
with rouch ceremony.

The chief warrior of a nation does not.on all occa-
fions head the war party himfelf, he frequently de-

putes a warrior of whofe valor and prudence he has.

a good opinion. The perfon thus fixed on being firft
bedaubed with black, obferves a faft of feveral days,
during which he mvokes the Great Spirit, or depre-
cates the anger of the evil ones, holding whilft it lafts
no coaverfe with any of his tribe.

P2 He

N
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He is particularly careful at the fame time to ob-
ferve his dreams, for on thefe do they fuppofe their
fuccefs will in a great meafure depend ; and from the
firm perfuafion every Indian, aftuated by his own
prefumptuous thoughts is imprefled with, that he fhalt
march forth to certain victory, thefe are generally fa-
vourable to his wifhes.

After he has fafted as long as cu&om prefcribes, he
affembles the warriors, and holding a belt of wampum
in his hand, thus addrefles them :

% Brothers ! by the infpiration of the Great Spirit I’

now fpeak unto you, and by him am I prompted to
carry intgexecution the intentions which I am about
to difclofe to you. The blood of ‘our deceafed broth-
ers is not yet. wiped away 3 their - bodies are not yet
covered, and I am going to perform this duty to them.”

" Having then made known to them all the motives
that induce him to take up arms againft the nation
with whom they are to engage, he thus proceeds : « I
have therefore refolved to march through the war-
path to furprife them. We will eat their flefh, and
drink their blood ; we will take fcalps, and make prif-
-oners ; and {hould we perith in this glorious enter-
prife, we fhall not'be for ever hid in the duft, for this

: .belt fhall be a recompenfe to him' who buries the

dead.” Having faid this, he lays the belt on the ground,
and he who takes it up declares himfelf his lieuten~
ant, and is confidered as the fecond in command ;
this, however, is only done by fome diftinguithed
warrior who has a right by the number of his fcalps,
to the poft.

Though the Indians thus affert that they will eat
the fleth and drink the blood of their enemies, the
threat is only to be confidered as a figurative expref-
fion. . Notwithftanding they fometimes devour the
<hearts of thofe they flay, and drink their blood, by
way of bravado, or to granfy in a more complete -

manner
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manner their revenge, yet they are not naturally an«
thropophagi, nor ever feed on the fleth of men.

The chief is now wathed from his- fable covering,
anointed with bear’s fat, and painted with their red .
paint, in fuch figures as will make him appear moft
terrible to his enemies. He then fings the war fong,
and enumerates his warlike aftions. Having done
this he fixes his eyes on the fun, and pays his adora-
tion to the Great Spirit, in which he is accompanied
by all the warriors.

This ceremony is followed with dances, fuch as.I
have before defcribed ; and the whole concludes with
a feaft which ufually confifts of dog’s fleth.

This feaft is held in the hut or tent of the chief
warrior, to which all thofe who intend to accompany
him in his expedition fend their dithes to be filled 5
and during the feaft, notwithftanding he has fafted
fo long, he fits compofedly with his pipe in his mouth,

and recounts the valorous deeds of his family.

As.the hopes of having their wounds, fhould they
-receive any, properly treated, and expeditioufly cured,
muft be fome additional inducement to the warriors
‘to expofe themfelves more freely to danger, the priefts,

. who are alfo their doftors, prepare fuch medicines as
will prove efficacious. With great ceremony they
carry various roots and plants, and pretend that they-
impart to them the power of healing.

Notmthﬁandmg this- fuperflitious method of pro-
ceeding, it is very certain that they have acquired a
knowledge of many plants and herbs .that are of a
medicinal quality, and which they know how to ufe
with great {kill.

From the time the refolutxon of engaging in a war
is taken, to the departure of the warriors, the nights

-are fpent in feflivity, and their days in making the
needful preparations. .

If it is thought neceﬁ'ary by the nation going to
war, to folicit the alliance of any neighbouring trélbe,

€y
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" they fix upon one of their chiefs who fpeaks the lan-
guage of that people well, and who is a good orator,
and fend to them by him a belt of wampum, on which
is fpcc:ﬁcd the purport of the embafly in figures that .
every nation is well acquainted with. At the fame
time he carries with him a hatchet painted red.

As foon as he reaches the camp or village to which
he is deftined, he acquaints the chief of the tribe with
the general tenor of his commiffion, who immediately
affembles a council, to which the ambaffador is in-
vited. There having laid the hatchet om the ground
he holds the belt in his hand, and enters more mi-
nutely into the occafion of his cmbaﬁ'y In his fpeech
he invites them to take up the hatchet, and as foon as
he has finifhed fpeaking delivers the belt.

If his hearers are inclined to become auxiliaries
to his' nation, a chief fteps forward and takes up the
hatchet, and they immediately efpoufe with fpirit the .
caufe they have thus engaged to fupport. But if on
this application neither the belt or hatchet are accept-
ed, the emiffary ‘concludes. that the people whofe af-
fiftance he folicits have already entered into an alli-
ance with the foes.of his nation, and returns with-
" {peed to inform his countrymen of his il fuccefs.

The manner in which the Indians declare war
againt each other, is by fending a flave with a hatch-.
et, the handle of which is painted red, to the nation
which they intend to break with ; and the meflenger,
notwithftanding the danger to which he is expofed
from the fudden fury of .thofe whom he thus fets at
- .defiance, execates his.commiffion with great fidelity.

Sometimes this token of defiance has fuch an im-
flantancous effet on thofe to whom it is prefented,
that in the firft tranfports of their fury a fmall party
will iffue forth, without waiting for the permiffion of
the elder chlefs, and flaying the firft of the offending
mation they meet, cut open the body and ftick a hatch-
et of the fame kind as that they have jufl received,

into
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into the heart of their flaughtered foe. >Among the
more remote mt?es this is done with an arrow or fpear,
the end of whichds painted red. And the more to

exafperate, they diiffowto, ¢,
they efteem them not as men, bu b:‘i}'l:i :‘v,or‘rl; (:lw that

"~ The Indians feldom take the field inxm . .
as fuch numbers would require a greater degre ";13,’._\
induftry to provide for their fubfiftence, during their ~
tedious marches through’ dreary forefts, or long voy-
ages over lakes and rivers, than they would care to
beftow. . . .

Their armies are never encumbered. with baggage
or military ftores. Each warrior, befides his weapons,
_carries with him only a mat, and whilft at a diftance
from the frontiers of the enemy fupports himfelf with
the game he kills or the fith he catches.

‘When they pafs through a country where they have
no apprehenfions of meeting with an enemy, they ufe
very little precaution, fometimes there are fcarcely a
dozen warriors left together, the reft being difperfed
in purfuit of their game ; but though they fhould have
roved to a very confiderable diftance from the war-
path, they are fure to arrive at the place of rendezvous
by the hour appointed. -

They always pitch their tents long before funfet 3
and being naturally prefumptuous, take very little care
to guard againft a furprife. They place great confi-
dence in their Manitous, or houfehold gods, which
they always carry with them ; and bging perfuaded
. that they take upon them the office of centinels, they -
fleep very fecurely under their protetion.

Thefe Manitous, as they are called by fome nations,
but which are termed Wakons, that is {pirits, by the
Naudoweflies, are nothing more than the otter and
.. martin fkins I have already defcribed, for which
however, they have a great veneration.

- After they haye entered the enemy’s country, no
people can be more, cautious and circumfpect ; fires,
. are
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are no longer lighted, no more fhouting is heard, nor
the game any longer purfued. They are not even
permitted to {peak ; but muft convey whatever they
have to impart to ~1igns and motions.
They no wholly by ftritagem and am-

b ——raving difcovered their enemies, they fend
/-‘ogfr:')ezo/nnoitrc them 5 and a couacil is immediately
helll, during which they fpeak only in whifpers to con~
fider of the intelligence imparted by thoﬁl:e who were

fent out. | .

The -attack is generally made juft before day break;
at which period they fuppofe their foes to be in their
foundeft fleep. Throughout the whole of the pres

, * ceding night they will lie flat upon their faces, withe
out flirring ; and make their approaches in the fame .

-pofture, creeping upon their hands and feet till they
are got within bow fhot of thofe they have deftined to

" deftrultion.- On a fignal given by the chief warrior,
to which the whole body makes anfwer by the moft
hideous yell, they all ftart up, and difcharging their
arrows in the fame inftant, without giving their ad-
verfaries time to recover from the confufion into
which they are thrown, pour in upon them with their
war clubs or tomahawks. : :

The Indians think there is little glory to be acquir-

- ed from attacking their enemies openly in the field ;
their greateft pride is to furprife and deftroy. They
feldom engage without a manifeft appearance of advan-
tage. If they find the enemy on their guard, too
firongly entrenched, or fuperior in numbers, they
retire, provided there is an opportunity of doing ‘fo.
And they efteem it the greateft qualification of a
chief warrior, to be able to manage an attack, fo as
to deftroy as many of the enemy as pofiible, at the ex-
penfe of a few men. : .

Sometimes they fecure themfelves behind trees,

« hillocks, or ftones, and having given one or two
rounds, retire before they are difcovered. Emopeml:‘s,

: . who



CARVER’s TRAVELS. 179

who are unacquaintcd with this method of fight-
in‘g too eften find to their coft the. deftrudtive efficacy
ofit ‘

General Braddock was one of this unhappy num-
ber. Marching in the year 1755, to attack Fort Da
Quefne, he was intercepted by a party of French and
confederate Indians in their intereft, who by this in-
{idious method of engaging found means to defeat
his army, which confifted of about two thoufand
brave and well difciplined troops, So fecurely were
the Indians pofted, that the Englifh fcarcely knew
- from whence or by whom they where thus. annoyed
During the whole of the engagement the latter had
fcarcely a fight of an enemy ; and were obliged to,
. retreat without the fatisfaltion of being ,able to take
the leaft degree of revenge for the havec made amongys . .~
them. TheGeneral paid for his temerity with his
life, and was accompanied in his fall by a great num-.

_ -ber of brave fellows ; whilft his invifible enemies had
only twe or thre¢ of their humber wounded.

‘When the Indians fucceed in their filent approach=
es and are able to force the camp which they attack,

a fecene of horror that exceeds defcription, enfues

The favage fiercenefs of the conquerors, and the defs
peration of the conquered, whe well know what they
have to expet fhould they fall alive into the hands
of their aflailants, occafion the moft extraordinary
“exertions on both fides. The. figure of the combat
ants all befmeared with black and red paint, and cov

-ered with the blood of the flain, their horrid yells,”
and ungovernable fury, are mot to be conceived by
thofe who have never croflfed the Atlantic.

I have frequently been. a fpectator of -them, and
once bore a part in a fimilar fcene. But what added
-to the horror of it was, that I had not the confolation
of being able to :oppofc their favage attacks. Every
circumftance of the adventure ftill dwells on my re-
-membrance, and enables me to defctibe with greater

peripicuity
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perfpicuity the brutal fiercenefs’ of the Indians when
they have furprifed or overpowered. an enemy.

* As a detail of the maffacre at Fort William Henry,
in the year 1757, the {cene to which I refer, cannot
appear foreign to the defign of this publication, but
will ferve to give my readers a juft idea of the feroc-
ity of this people, I fhall take the liberty to infert it, .
apologizing at the fame time for the length of the

- digreflion,- and thofe egotifins which the relation ren-

ders unavoidable. )

General Webb, who commanded the Englifh ar-
my in North America, which was then encamped at
Fort Edward, having intelligence that the French-
troops under Monf. Montcalm were making fome -
movements towards Fort William Henry, he detach-
. ed a corps of about fifteen hundred men, confifting -
of Englifh and Provincials, to firengthen the garrifon.

.. In this party I went as a volunteer among the latter.

The apprehenfions of the Englifh General were
not without foundation ; for the day after our arrival
we faw Lake George (formerly lake Sacrament) to
which it lies contiguous, covered with -an immenfe
number of boats ; and in a few hours we found our
lines attacked by the French' General, who had juft
landed with eleven thoufand Regulars and Canadians,
and two thoufand Indians. Colonel Monro, a brave
officer, commanded. in the Fort, and had no more
than two thoufand three hundred men with him, our
detachment included. S

With thefe he made a gallant defence, and proba-
bly would have been able at laft to preferve the Fort
had he been properly fupported, and permitted to
‘continue his efforts. On every fummons to furren-
der fent by the- French General, who offered the
moft honorable terms, his anfwer repeatedly was.
-That he yet found himfelf in a condition to repel the
moft vigorous attacks his befiegers were able to make;
o : and




CARVER”™ TRAVELS. 181

and if he thought his prefent force infufficient, he
could foon be fupplied with a greater number from
the adjacent army. ,

" But the Colonel having acquainted Gengral Webb
with his fituation, and defired he would fend him
fome frefh troops, the General difpatched a.meflenger
to him with a letter, wherein he informed him that it
was not in his power to aflift him, and therefore gave
him orders to furrender up the Fort on the beft terms
he could procure. This packet fell into the hands
of the French General, who immediately fent a flag
of truce, defiring a conference with the governor. -

They accordingly met, attended only by a fmall
guard in the centre between the lines ; when Monf.
Montcalm told the Colonel, that he was came in per-
fon to demand poffeflion of the Fort, as it belonged
to the King his mafter. The Colonel replied, that
he knew not how that could be, nor fhould he fur-
render it up whilft it was in his power to defend it.

The French General rejoined, at the fame time
delivering the packet into the Colonel’s hand, « By
this authority do I make thewequifition.” The brave -
Governor had no fooner read the contents of it, and
was convinced that fuch were the orders of the com-
mander in chief, and not to be difobeyed, than he
hung his head in filence, and relu&antly entered into
a negociatign, .

In confideration of the gallant defence the garrifon
had made, they were to -be permitted to march out
with all the honors of war, to be allowed covered
waggons to tranfport their baggage to Fort Edward,
and a guard to protet them from the fury of the
favages.

The morning after the capitulation was figned, as
foon as day broke, the whole garrifon, now confifting
of about two thoufand men, befides women and chil-
dren, were drawn up within the lines,.and on the
point of - marching off, when great numbers Iofl the

: ndians
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Indians githered about, and began to plunder. We
were at firft in hopes that this was their only view,
and fuffered them:to proceed without oppofition.
Indeed it was not in our.power to make any, had we
been fo inclined 5 for though we were permitted to
ca:ry off our arms, yet we were not allowed 2 fingle
round of ammunition. In thefe hopes however we
awere difappointed ; for prefently fome of them began
to attack the fick and wounded, when fuch 3s were
not able to.crawl into the ranks, notwithftanding they
endeavoured .to avert the fury of their enemies by
their fhrieks or groans, were foon difpatched.

Here we were fully in expe@ation that the difturb-
ance would have concluded 5 and our little army be-
gan to move ; but in a thort time we faw the front
divifion dnven back, and difcovered that we were en-
tirely encircled by the favages. We expefted every
moment that the guard, which the French by the
articles of capitulation, had agreed to allow us, would
have arrived, and put an end- to our apprehenfions ;
but none appeared. The Indians now began to firip
évery one without exception of their arms and clothes,
and thofe who made the leaft rcﬁﬁance felt the weight
. of their tomphawks.

- I happened to be in the rear divifion, but it was
not long before I fhared the fate of my corfipanions.

‘Three or four of the favages laid hold ¢f me, and
_ whilft fome held their weapons over my head, the
others foon difrobed me of my coat, waiftcoat, hat,
and buckles, omitting not to take from me what mon-
ey I had in my pocket. As this was tranfa&ed clofe
by the paffage that led from the lines on to the plain,
_near” which a French centinel was pofted, I ran to
him and claimed his prote&ion; but he only called.
me an Englifh*dog, and thruft me with vroleucc back
dgain into the midft of the Indians.

I now endeavoured to join a body of our troops
that were crowded together at fome diftance; but

innumerable
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innumerable were the blows that were made at me

. with different weapons as I paflfed on ; luckily how-

" ever the favages wete fo clofe together, that they

could not firike at me witheut endangering each oth~
er. Notwithftanding which ong of them -found
means to make a thruft at me with a fpear, which
grazed my fide, and from another I received a wound,
with the fame kind of weapom; in my ancle. At
length I gained-the {pot where my countrymen ftood,
and forced myfelf into the¢ midft of them. But be-
fore I got thus far out of the hands of the Indians,
the collar and wriftbands of my fhirt were all that
remained of it, and my flelh was fcratched and torn
in many places by their {favage gripes. :

By this time the war whoep" was- given, and the

. Indians began to murder thofe that were neareft to-

them without diftinéion. It is not in' the power of
words to give any tolerable idea of the horrid fcene
that now enfued ; men, women, and children were
difpatched in the moft wanton and cruel marmer, and
immediately fcalped. Many of thefe favages drank
the blood of their vi&ims, as it flowed warm from
the fatal wound. : »

‘We now perceived, though too late to avail us,
that we- were to expe&t na relief from the French ;
and that, centrary to the agreement they had {o lately
figned to allow us a fufficient force to proteét us from
thefe infults, they tacitly permitted them ; for I could

| plainly perceive the French officers walking about at

fome diftance, difcourfing together with apparent un-
concern. For the honor of human nature I would
hope that this flagrant breach of every facred law,
proceeded rather from the favage difpofition of the
Indians, which I acknowledge it is fometimes almoft
impoffible to control, and which mjght now unex-
peétedly have arrived to a pitch not eafily to be re-
ftcained, than to any premeditated defign in the

French commander. An unprejudiced obferver
. would,
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would, however, be apt to conclude, that a bedy of
ten thoufand troops, moftly chriftian troops, had it
in their power to prevent the maflacre from becom-

- ing fo general. But whatever was the caufe from
which it arofe, the confequences of it were dread-
ful, and not to be paralleled in modern hiftory.

As the circle in which I ftood enclofed by this
time was much thinned, and-death feemed to be-ap-
proaching with hafty firides, it was propofed by fome
of the moft refolute to make one vigorous effort, and
endeavor to force our way through the favages, the
only probable method of preferving our lives that
now remained. This, however defperate, was refolv-
ed on, and about twenty of us {prung at once into
the midft of them.

* In a moment we were all feparated, and what was
the fate of my companions I could not learn till fome
months after, when I found that only fix or feven of
them effeCted their defign. Intent only on- my own
hazardous fituation, I endeavoured to make my way
through my favage enemies in the beft manner poffi-
ble. And I have often been aftonifhed fince, when
I have recolletted with what cempofure I took, as k
did, every neceflary ftep for my -prefervation. Some
I overturned, being: at that time young and athletic,

. and others I paffed by, dexteroufly avoiding their wea-

“pons; till at laft two very ftout chiefs, of the moft
favage tribes, as I could - diftinguith by their drefs,
whofe firength I could not. refift, laid hold of me by
each arm, and'began to force nie through the crowd.

I now refigned myfelf to my fate,. not doubting but

- that they intended to difpatch me, and then to fati-
ate their vengeance with my blood, as I found they
were hurrying mé towards a retired fwamp that lay
at fome diftance. But before we had got many yards,
an Englith gentleman of fome diftinétion, as 1 could
difcover by his breeches, the only covering he had on, .
which were of fine fcarlet velvet, ruthed clofe by us.

: One

i - ' . -

- .
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One of the Indians inftantly relinguifhed his hold, and
fpringing on this new obje&t, endeavoured to fcize
him as his prey ; but the gentleman being firong,
threw him on the ground, and would probably have
got away, had not he who held my other arm, quit-
ted me to affift his brother. I feized the opportuni-
ty, and haftened away to join another party of Eng-

lith troops that were yet unbroken, and ftood in a

body at fome diftance. But before I had taken many

fteps, I haftily caft my eye towards the gentleman,

and faw the Indian’s tomahawk gafh into his back and

heard him utter his laft groan ; this added both to my
{peed and defperation. ‘ .

* I 'had left this fhocking fcene but a few yards, when
a fine boy about twelve years of age, that had hither--
to efcaped, came up to me, and begged that I would
let him lay hold of me, fo that he might ftand fome
chance of getting out of the hands of the favages.
I told him that I would give him every afliftance in
my power, and to this purpofe bid him lay hold ; bu:
in a few.momants he was torn from my fide, and by .
his fhricks I judge was foon demolithed. I could not
help forgetting my own cares for a minute, to lament
the fate of fo young a fufferer ; but it was utterly im-
pofiible for me to take any methods to prevent it..

I now got once more into the midft of friends, but
we were - unable to afford each other. any fuccor. As
this ‘was the divifion that had advanced the furtheft
from the fort, ‘I thoyght there might be a poflibility
(though but a bare 6ne) of my forcing my way through

 the outer ranks -of the Indians, and getting to a neigh-
bouring wood, which I perceived at fome diftance. I
was flill encoyraged to hope by the almoft miraculous
prefervation I had alceady experienced. .

Nor were my hopes -in vain, or the efforts I made
ineffeCtual.  Suffice it to fay, that I reached the wood 3
but by the time I had penetrated a little way into it,
my breath was fo exhaufted that-I threw myfelf into

Q2 : a brake
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a brake, and lay for fome minutes apparently at the
laft gafp. At length I recovered the power of refpi-
ration ; but my apprehenfiens returned with all their
former force, when I faw feveral favages pafs by, prob-
ably in purfuit of me, atno very great diftance. In
this fituation I %new not whether it was better to pro-
ceed, or endeavor to conceal myfelf where I lay, till
night’ came on ; feariny, however, that tliey- wounld
return the fame way, I thought it moft praudent to
get further from the dreadful fcene of my diftrefles.
Accordingly, firiking into another part of the wood,

1 haftened on as faft as the briars and tlie lofS of one
of my fhoes would permit‘me ; and after a flow prog-
refs of fome hours, gained a hill that overlooked the
plain which T hid juft left, from whence I could dif-
cern’ that the bloody ’&orm ftill raged with unabated
fury.

But not.to tire m‘y readers, I fhall only add, that
after pafling three days witheut fubfiftence, and en-
during the feverity of the cold dews for three nights,
I at length reached Fort Edward ; where with.-proper
care my body foerr -redovered- its wonted -firength,
and: my mind, as far as the recolle@ion of the late
melancholy évents would' permit, its ufual compofure.

It was computed that " fifteen hundred perfons were
killed or made prifoners by thefe favages during this
fatal 'day. Many of the latter were cartied off by
them and néver returned. A few, through favoura-

le-‘Accidents;” found'their way :back to their. native
country, after hanng expenenced a long *and fevel'c
captivity. -

‘The brave Colonel Monro had haﬂened aw:xy, foon
after the eonfufion began, to the French camp to en-
dzavor to procure the guard agreed: by the ftipula-
‘tion ;- but his application proving® ineffetual, he re-
anained-there till General Webb-fent a party of troops
to demand and protet him back to. Fort Edward.
ﬁut the"e unbappy concurrenees, whxch would prg})-

. a y
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ably have been prevented, had he been left to pur-
fue his own plans, together with the lofs of fo many
brave fellows, murdered in cold blood, to whofe valor
he had been fo lately a witnefs, made fuch an impref~
fion on his mind, that he did not long furvive. He
died in- about three months of a broken heart, and
with truth might it be faid, that he was an honor to
his country. : ——

I mean not to point out the following circumftance
as the immediate judgment of heaven, and intended-
as an atonement for this flaughter ; but I cannot
omit that very few of thofe different tribes of Indians
that fhared in #t ever lived to return home. The
{mall-pox, by means of their communication with
the Europeans, found its way among them, and made
an equal havoc to what they themfelves had done.
'The methods they purfued on the firft attack of that
malignant diforder, to abate the fever attending it, -
rendered it fatal. 'Whilft their blood was in a ftate
of fermentation, "and nature was firiving to throw out
the peccant matter, they checked “her operations by
plunging into the water: the confequence was that
‘they died by hundreds. The few that furvived were
transformed by it into hideous objects, and bore with
them to the grave deep indented marks of this much
dreaded difeafe. R—

Monfieur Montcalm fell foon after on the plains of
Quebec. . ' -
- 'That the unprovoked cruelty of this commander
was not approved by the generality of his country-
men, I have fince been.convinced of by many proofs.
One only however, which I received from a perfon '
who was witnefs to it, fhall I at prefent give. A Ca-
nadian merchant, of fome confideration, having heard
-of the furrender of the Englifh Fort, celebrated the
fortunate event "with great rejoicings and hofpitality,
according to the cuftom of that country; but mno
" fooner did the news of the maflacre which enfue;i

: : S xeac
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reach his ears, than he put an immediate ftop to the
feftivity, and exclaimed in the.fevereft terms againft
the inhuman permiffion ; declaring at the fame time
,that thofe who had connived at it, had thereby drawn
down, on that part of their king’s dominions the ven-
geance of Heaven. To this he added, that he much

eared the total lofs of them would defervedly be the
confequence. How truly this predition has been
verified we well know.

‘But to return: though the Indians are negligent
in guardin; againf¥ furprifes, they are alert and dex-
terous in urgi-“iﬁng their enemies. To their caution
and perfeverance in ftealing on the party they defign
to attack, they add that admirable talent, or rather
inftinétive qualification I have already defcribed, of
tracing out thofe they are in .purfuit of. On the
fmpotheft grafs, on the hardeft earth, and even on
the very ftones, will they difcover the traces of an
enemy, and by the fhape of the footfteps, and the
diftance between the prints, diftinguith not only
whether it is a man or woman who has pafied that
way, but even the nation to which they belong.
However incredible this might appear, yet, from the
many proofs I received whillt among them of their
amazing fagacity in this point, I fee no reafon to dif<
credit even thefe extraordinary exertions of it.

‘When they have overcome an enemy, and viftory
is no longer doubtful, the conquerors firft difpatch
all fuch as they think they fhall not be able to carry
off without great trouble, and then endeavor to take
as‘many prifoners as poffible ; after this they return
to fcalp thofe who are either dead, or too much
wounded to be taken with them.

At thjs bufinefs they are exceedingly expert. They
feize the head of the difabled or dead enemy, and
placing one of their feet on the neck, twift their lefe
hand 1n the hair ; by this means, having extended the
1kin, that covers the top of the head, they draw l:n;t

. their

S
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their fealping knives, which are always kept in good
order for this cruel purpofe, and with a few déxterous
firokes take off the part that is termed the fcalp:
They are fo expeditious in doing this, that the whole
time required f{carcely exceeds a minute. Thefe they
preferve as monuments of their prowefs, and at the
fame time as proofs of the vengeance they have in-
_ flicted on their enemies.

If two Indians feize inr the fame inftant a prifoner,

and feem to have an equal claim; the conteft between-
them is foon decided ; for to put 2 fpeedy end to any’
difpute that might anfe, the perfon that is apprehen-
five he fhall lofe his expefted reward, immediatly”
has recourfe to his tomakawk or war club, and knocks-
on the head the unhappy caufe of their conten-
tion.

Having completcd their purpofes, and made as
-much havoc as poflible, they immediately retire to-
wards their own country, with the fpoil they havr
acquired, for fear of being purfued. -

Should this be the cafe, they make ufe of m;my'
firatagems to elude the fearches of their purfuers.
They fometimes fcatter. leaves, ‘fand, or duft over
the prints of their feet; fomenmes tread in-each
. other’s footfteps : amd fometimes lift their feet fo high
and tread fo lightly, as not to make any impreflion orf
the ground. But if they find all thefe precautions
unavailing, and' that they are near being overtaken,
they firft difpatch and {calp their prifoners, and then
dividing, each endeavors to .regain his native coun-

try by a different route. This prevents all further:

purfuit ; for their purfuers now defpairing, either of
g:anfymg their revenge, or of releafing thofe of their
iends who were made captives, return home.

If the fuccefsful party is fo lucky as to make good
their retreat uninolefted, they haften with the greateft
expedition to reach a country where they may be per-
fely fecure ; and that their wounded companions.

: . may
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may not retard their flight, they carry them by turns
in litters, or if it is in the winter feafon draw them

on fledges. .

. Their litters are made in a rude manner of the
branches of trees. Their fledges confift of two {fmall
thin boards, about a foot wide when joined, and near 1
fix feet long. The forepart is turned up, and the
fides are bordered with fmall bands. The Indians

_draw thefe carriages with great eafe, be they ever fo
much loaded, by means of a firing which paffes round
the breaft. This collar is called 2 Metump, and is in
ufe throughout America, both in the fettlements and
the internal parts. Thofe ufed in the latter are made

of leather, and very curioufly wrought. .

The prifoners during their march are guarded
with the greateft care. During the day, if the jour-
ney is over land, they are always held by fome of the
vilorious party ; if by water, they are faftened to
the canoe. In the night time they are firetched
along the ground quite naked, with their legs, arms,
2rd neck faftened to hooks fixed in the ground. - Be-
fides this, cords are tied to their arms or legs, which
are held by an Indian, who inftantly awakes at the
leaft motion of them. )

Notwithftanding fuch precautions are ufually taken
by the Indians, it is recorded in the annals of New ~
England, that one of the weaker fex, almoft alone,
and unaffifted, found means to elude the vigilance of '
a party of warriors, and not only te make her efcape
from them, but to revenge the caufe of her coun-
trymen. :

Some years ago, a fmall band of Canadian Indians,
confifting of ten warriors attended by two of their
wives, made an irruption into the back fettlements of
New England. They lurked for fome time in the
vicinity of one of the moft exterior towns, and at

" length, after having killed and fcalped feveral people,

: found means to take prifoner a woman, who had wiiltg

.

-
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her a fon of about twelve years of age. Being fatif-
fied with the execution they had done, they retreated
towards their native country, which lay at three hun.
dred miles diftance, and carried off with them their
two captives. oo : ’

The fecond night of their retreat, the woman,
whofe name, if I miftake not, was Rowe, formed a
refolution worthy of the moft intrepid hero. She
thought fhe fhould be able to get from her hands the

‘snanacles by which they were confined, and determin-

ed if fhe did fo to make a defperate effort for the re-
covery of her freedom. To this purpofe, when fhe
concluded that her conquerors were in their foundeft
fleep, fhe firove to flip the cords from her hands. In
this {he fycceeded ; and cautioned her fon, whom
they had fuffered to go unbound, in a whifper, z{;ﬁaini’c ‘
being furprifed at what fhe was about to do, fhe re-
moved at a diftance with great warinefs the defenfive
weapons of the Indians, which lay by their fides. |
aving done this, the put one of the tomahawks
into the hands of the boy, bidding him to follow her
example ; and taking another . herfelf, fell upon the
fleeping Indians, feveral of whom fhe inftantly dif-
patched. But her attempt was nearly fruftrated by
the imbecility of her fon, who wanted both firength
and refolution, made a feeble firoke at one of them,
which only ferved to awaken him; fhe however
fprung at the rifing warrior, and before he could re-
cover his arms, made him fink under the weight of
her tomahawk ; and this fhe alternately did to all the
reft, except one of the women, who awoke in time,
and made her efcape. .
The heroine then took off the fealpsof her vanquifh-
ed encmies, and feizing alfo thofe they were carrying

" dway with them as proofs of their fuccefs, the return-

ed in triumph to the town from whence fhethad fo
lately been dragged, to the great aftonithment of her
neighbors,

.
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of the camp or village ; where, being fiript, and every
part of their bodies blackened, the fkin of a crow
or raven is fixed on their heads. They are then
bound to a ftake, with faggots heaped around them,
and obliged, for the lak txme, to fing their death

{fon

'lghe -warriors, for fuch it is only who commonly
fuffer this punithment, now perform 1n a more prolix
wanner this fad folemnity. They recount with an
audible voice all the brave actions they have perform-.
ed, and pride themfelves in the number of enemies
t}u-:y have killed.; In this rehearfa} they {pare not even.
their tormentors, but {trive by every -provoking tale .
thcy can invent, to irritate and infult them. Some-
times this has the defired effe®, and the fufferers are
difpatched fooner than they .otherwife would. have
been.

"There are many other methods which thc Indxans
make ufe of to put their prifoners to death, but thefe,
are only occafional ; that of: hummg is mo(t gencrally
ufed.

Whilft I wasat the ‘chief town of the Ottagaumxes,
an Illinois Ipdian was brought-in, who had been
made a prifoner by one of their war parties. I had
then an opportunity, of {eging the cuftomary cruelties.
infliCted by thefe people, on_ their captives, through
the minaeft part of their procefs... After the previous,
fteps neceflary to this condemnanon, ‘he was . carried, .
early in the morning, to a. little diftance from the
town, where he was bound toa tree. | |

« This being done, all the boys, who mnounted foa
great pumber, as the place was populous, ‘were per-,
nuttcd to amufe  themfelves, with &oatxqg th eir_ar-
rows at the uuhappy vittim. As. they, were none ofy
them more than twelvg years ald, apd Were placed at,
a confiderable dlﬂ;ancc, they had not, ﬁ;ength to.pen-.
r.trau; to the V.ltdl parts, fo that-the _poor wjr)[etcg

. . 00
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ftood pierced with arrows, and fuffering the confequent
agonies, for more than two days.

During this time he fung his warlike exploitse
Me- recapitalated every ftratagem he had made ufe
of to furprife his enemies ; he bodfted of the quan~
tity of fcalps he poffefled, and enumerated the prif-
oners he had taken. He then defcribed the differ-
ent barbarous methods by which he had put the lat-
ter to death, and feemed even then to receive incon~
ceivable pleafure from the recital of the herrid tale.

But he dwelt more particularly: on the cruelties he:
had pra&iféd on fuch of the kindred of his prefent
tormentors as had fallen into his hands ; endeavour-
ing by thefée aggravated infults to induce them to in-
creafe his tortures, that he might be able to give
greater proofs of fortitude. Even in the laft firug-
gles of life, when he was no longer able to vent in.
words the indignant provocation his tongue ‘would -
have wttered,-a fmile of mingled fcorn and triumph
fat on his countenance. - - .

This method of tormenting their enemies is confid-
ered by the Indians as productive of more than one
beneficial confequence. It fatiates, in a greater de-
gree, that diabolical luft of revenge, which is the pre- :
dominant paffion in the breaft of every individual of -
every tribe,- and it gives the growing warriors an .
early propenfity to that cruelty and thirft for blood,

" whiclt is fo neceflary a qualification for fuch as would

be thoroughly fkilled- in their favage art of war.

I have been informed, that an Indian who was Bk

under the hands of his tormentors, had the audacity
to tell them, -that they were ignorant old women, and"
did not know how to put brave prifoners to death.
He acqueainted them that he had heretofore taken
forme of their warriors, and inftead of the trivial pun--"
rthments they inflited on him,'he had devifed for
them the moft “excruciating torments ; that having
bound them to a ftake, he had fiuck their bo%:z

.
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full of fharp fplinters of turpentine wood, to which
he- then fet fire, and dancing around them enjoyed
thé agonizing pangs of the flaming viftims.

This bravado, which carried with it @ degree-of
infult, that even the accuftomed ear of an Indian,
could not liften to ynmoved, threw his tormentors
off their guard, and fhortened the duration of his
torments ; for one of the chiefs ran to him, and
ripping out his heart, ftopped with it"the mouth from
which had iffued fuch provoking lainguage. .

Innumerable are the ftories that may be told of the
courage and- refolution of the Indians, who happen
to be made prifeners by their adverfaries. Many
that I have heard are fo aftonifhing, that they feem
to exceed the utmoft limits of credibility ; it is, how-
ever, certain that thefe favages are poflefled with ma<
ny heroic qualities, and bear every fpecies of misfor-
tunes with a degree of fortitude which has not been
outdone by any of the ancient heroes either of Greece
or of Rome. .

Notwithftanding thefe alts of feverity exercifed
by the Indians towards thofe of their own fpecies,
who fall into their hands, fome tribes of them have
been remarked for their moderation to fuch female
prifoners, belonging to the Englith colonied as have
happened+to be taken by them. Women of great
beauty have frequently been carried off by them, and
during a march of three, or four hundred miles,
through their retired f‘orel{s, have lain by their fides
without receiving any infult, and their chaftity has
remained inviolate. Inftances have happened where
female captives, who have been pregnant at the time
of their being taken, have found the pangs of child-
birth come upon them in the midft of folitary woods,
and favages their only companions ; yet from thefe,
favages as they were, have they received every affift-
ance their fituation would admit of, and been treated
with a degree of delicacy and humanity they *little
" expefted. - This

—— e —



CARVER’s TRAVELS. Yo7

This forbearance, it muft be acknowledged, does
not proceed altogether from their difpofition, but is®
only inherent in thofe who have fome communica-
tion with the French miffionaries. Without intend-
g that their natural enemies, the Englith, fhould
enjoy the benefit of their labors, -thefe fathers have
taken great pains to inculcate on the minds of the
Indians the general principles of humanity, which
has diffufed itfelf through their manners, and has
‘proved of public utility. -

Thofe prifoners that are configned to the houfe
of grace, dnd thefe are commonly the young men,
womeri, antl children, awsit the difpofal of the chiefs,
who, after the execution of fuch as- are: condemned
to die, hold 2 council for this purpofe.

A herald is fent round the village or camp, to give

notice that fuch as have loft any relations in the late

" expedition, are defired to attend the diffribution
which is about to take place. Thofe women who
have loft their fons or hufbands, are generally fatis-
fied in the firft place ; after thefe, fuch as have been
deprived of friends of a more remote degree of con-
fanguinity, or who cheofe to adept fome of the youth.
" The divifion being made, which is done, as in oth-
er cafes, without the leaft difpute, thofe who have
received any fhare, lead them to their tents or huts ;
and having utbound them, wafh and drefs their
wounds, i they happen to have received .any ; they”
then clothe them, and give them the moft comforta~
ble and refrething food their ftore will afford. .
‘Whilft their new domeftics are feeding, they en-’
deaver to admminifter confolation to them ; they tell
them that as they are redeemed from death, they muft?
now be cheerful and happy; and if they ferve themt
well, -withowt murmurimg or repining, nothing fhall

be wanting to make them fuch atonentent for the lofe*

of theircountry and friends as circamffances will al-!
}OWOf. e JOERRAISIE T TR
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If any men"are fpared, they are commonly given
to the widows that have loft their huibands by the
hand of the enemy, fhould there be any fuch, to.
whom, if they happen to prove agrecable, they are
foon married. But fhould the dame be otherwife
engaged, the life of him who falls to her lot is in
great danger; efpecially if fhe fancies that her late

ufband,wants a flave in the country of fpirits, to
which he is. gone.

When this is the cafe, a number of young men
take the devoted captive to fome diftance, and dif-
patch him without any ceremony : after he has been
fpared by the council, they confider him of too little
confequence to be entitled to the torments allotted to
thofe who have been judged worthy of them.

The women are ufually diftributed to the men,
from whom they do not fail of meeting with a favour-
able ‘reception. The boys and girls are taken into
the families of fuch as have need of them, and are
eonfidered as flaves ; and it is not uncommon that
they are fold in the fame capacity to the European
traders who come among them.

The Indians have no idea of moderating the rav-

of war, by Iparing their prifoners and entering
into a negociation ‘with the band from whom they
‘have been taken, for any exchange. All that are cap-
tiyated by both parties, are either put to death, adopt-
ed, or made flaves of. And fo particular are every
~mation in this refped, that if any of their tribe, even
a 'warrior, fhould be taken prifoner, and by chance
be received into the houfe of grace, either as an adopt-
ed perfon or a flave, and fthould afterwards make his
_efcape, they will by no means receive him, or ac-
knowledge him as onc of their band.

The condition of fuch as are adopted, differs not
in any one inftance from the children of the nation
to which they now belong. They affume all the
rights of thofc whofc places they fupply, and fre-

i ) quently
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quently make no difficulty of going in the war parties

their own countrymen. Should, however,
any of thofe by chance make their efcape, and be afe
terwards retaken, they are efteemed as unnatural
children, and ungrateful ' perfons, who have deferted
and made war upon their parents and benefaétors,
and are treated with un¢ommon feverity.

That part of the prifoners which are confidered as
flaves, are generally diftributed among the chiefs ;
. who frequently make prefents of fome of them to the
European governors of the out pofts, or ta the fu.’

tendants or commiffaries of Indian affairs. I

have been informed that it was the Jefuits and French -

miflionaries that firft occafioned the introduion of
thefe unhappy ' captives into the fettlements, and
who by fo doing taught the Indians that they were
valuable.

Their views indeed were laudable, as they imagin
ed that -by this method they fhould not only prcvent
much barbarity and bloodfhed, but find the opportu-
nities of fpreading their religion among them increaf-
ed. To this purpofe they encouraged the traders to
purchafe fuch flaves as they met with.

The good effefts of this mode of proceedmg were
not however equal to the expeétations of thefe pious
fathers. Inftead of being the means of preventing
cruelty and bloodthed, it only caufed diffentions be-
tween the Indian nations to be carried on with a great-
er dcgrec of violence, and with unremitted ardor.
The prize they fought for being no longer revenge .
or fame, but the acquirement of fpirituous liquors,
for which their captives were to' be exchanged, and
of which almoft every nation is immoderately fond,
they fought for their encmies with unwonted alac-
xity, and were conflantly on the watch to furprife
and carry them off.

It might fill be faid that fewer of the captives are
tormented and put to death, ﬁue:hfcnpe&um
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of receiving fo valuable a confideration for theny haee
been excited than there ufually had been ; but it does.
not appear that their accufiomed cmelty to the war-
- riors they-take; is in the leaft abated ; their natural
defire of vengeance mutft be gratified ; they' now. only
become ndore affiduous in fecuring a greater -number
of young prifoners, whilft thofe who are made cap-
tive in their defence, aretormented and put to death
as before. -

The miffionaries- finding, that contrary to their
withes, their zeal had only ferved to increafe the fale

of the noxious juices, applied to the governor of

Canada, in the year 1693, for a prohibition of this:
baneful trade. An order was iflued accordingly, but
it could not put a total flop to it 3 the French Couri-~
ers de Bois were hardy enough to carry it on elandef-
tinely, notwithftanding the penalty annexed to a
breach of the prohibition was a conﬁderable fine and
imprifonment.

Some who were denc&ed in .the profecution of it,
withdrew into the Indian countries, where they in-
termarried with the natives, and underwent a volun-
tary banifhment. Thefe, howewer, being an aban-
doned and debauched fet, their conduét contributed.
very little either towards reforming the manners of
their new relations, or engaging them te entertain a
favourable opinion of the religion they profeffed. Thus
did thefe indefatigable, religiows men, fee their defigns:
in fome meafure once more frafivated.

‘However, the emigration wag produ&tive of an-efc
fett which ta¥med owt to be beneficial -to their mation.
By the canneftion of thefe refugees with the Iroquois,
Miflifluages, Hurons, Miamics, 'Powtowottomies,
Puants, Menomonits, Algonkms &c. and the con-
flant. reprdfentations “thefe variows nations reeeived:
from them of the power and grandeur of the Frenchy
to’ the aggrandizemm of whofe imonmrvh, ndewith-

theix. bitnifement, they’ Rill serained s
-3 ] , habitual
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habitual inclination, the Indians became infenfibly pre-
judiced in favor of that people, and I am perfuaded
will take every opportunity of. {hewing their atfach-
ment to them. . o

And this, even in defpite of the difgraceful eftima-

' tion they muft e held by them, fince they have been

driven out of Canada ; for the Indians. confider every
conquered people as in a ftate of vaflalage to their
conquerors. After one nation has finally {ubdued

"another, and a conditional fubmiffion is agreed on, it

is cuftomary for the chiefs of the conquered, when
they fit in council with their fubduers, to wear petti-
coats, as an acknowledgment that they are in a ftate
of fubjeftion, and ought to be ranked among the wo-
men.. Their partiality to the French has. however
taken too deep root for time itfelf to eradicate it.

ARG

CHAPTER X.

,OF THEIR MANNER or maxiNc PEACE, .

THE wars that are carried on between the
Indian nations are in general hereditary, and continue

- from age to age with a few interruptions. If a peace

* becomes nec » the principal care of both parties is

»

to avoid the appearance of making the firft advances.
When they treat with an enemy, relative to a fuf-
penfion of hoftilities, the chief who is commiffioned
to undertake.the megociation, if it is not brought about
by the mediation of fome neighbouring band, abates
nothing of his natural haughtinefs : even when the af-
fairs of his country are in the worft fituation, he
makes no ¢onceffions, but endeavors to perfuade his
adveifaries that it is their intereft to put an end to

sthe ‘war. : :
Accidents
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they amufed themfelves three or four days in fithing.
By this time the ice being quite diflolved, they made
them{elvesrafts, which ‘they weré enabled to do by
fome trees that fortunately grew on the fpot, and at-
tempted to crofs one of the lakes. . -

They accordingly fet off before day break ; ‘but.the
Otragumies, who had been watchful of their motions,
perceiving ‘their defign, detached on€ hundred and
fifty men from each of their parties, to- oppofe ‘their
landing.” Thefe three hundréd tnarched fo expedi-
tioufly to the other fide of the lake, that they reathed
it before their opponents had gained the fhore, they
.being retarded by their poles ﬁicﬁging in the mud.

As foon as the confederates “arrived, they poured
in a very heavy fire, both from their bows and muf-
quetry, on the Iroquois, which greatly difconcerted
them ; till the latter finding their fituation defperate,

leaped into the water, and fought their way through
their eneémi¢s. This however 31ey could not do with-
out lofing more than half theirmen.” =~

After the Iroquois had landed, they made good their
retreat, but were obliged to leave their enemies maf-
ters of the field; ahd in poffeflion of all the furs they
had' taken during their Winter's hunt. Thus dearly .
did they pay for. an unprovoked excurfion to fuch a
diftance from the route they Gught to have purfued,
and to which they were only impelled by a fudden de-
fire of cutting off fome ‘of their ancient enemies.

But had they known their firength, they might have
deftroyed every man of the party that oppofed them ;
which even at the firft onfet was only inconfiderable,
and when diminifhed by the aftion, totally unable to
make any ftand againft' them. T

The viftorious band réwarded the Chipeways,
who had been the means of their fuccefs, with a fhare
of the fpoils. They preffed them to take any quanti-
ty they chofe of the richeft of the furs, and fent them
under an efcort’ of fifty men, te their own coun'Iz}-y.'

o he

i
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The difinterefted Chipeways, as the Indxans in gene-
ral are feldlom atuated by mercenary motives, for a
“confiderable time, refufed thefe prefents, but were at-
length perfuaded to accept of them. .

The brave and well coricerted refiftance here made
by the. Ottagaumies and Saukies, aided by the media-
tion of the Chipeways, who laying afide on this occa-

fion'the animofity they had fo long-borne thofe people, -
approved of the generous conduct of their four chiefs,
were together the' means of eﬁ'e&mg a reconciliation.

" between thefe nations ; and in procéfs-of time united
them all in the bands of amity:

And I believe that all the Indiatis fnhabiting that
extenfive country, which lies between Quebec, the
banks of the Miflifippi north of the Ouifconiin; apd the
fettlements belonging to the Hudfon’s Bay Company,

.are at prefent in a flate of profound peace.6 When.
their reftlefs difpofitions will not fuffer them to remain
inadtive, thefe nogshern Indians feldom commit hof-

tilities on. each ot.ha', but make. excurfions to the
fouthward, againft the Cherokees, Choctahs, Chicka-

faws or Hlinois.

Sometimes the Indians grow tired of a .war whxch
they-have carried on againft fome neighbouring nation
for marly years without much fuccefs, and in this cafe
they feek for mediators to begin a negociation. Thefe .
being obtainelly the treaty isahus conducted :

A niumber of their own chiefs, joined by thofe-who

- bave ‘accepted the friendly office, fet out together for
the coum?r of their enemies ; fuch as are chofen for |
this purpolfe, are chiefs of the moft extenfive abilities,

and of the greateft integrity. They bear before them -

the Pipe of Peace, which I need not inform my read-
ers is of the fame nature as a Flag of Truce among
the Europeans, and is treated with the greateft rcfpe&
and veneration, even by the moft barbarous nations. -
I never heard of an inftance wherein.ghe bearers of
this facred badge of frxcndihlp were cver treated dif-
refpe&fully,



.+ 206.s  CARVER’ TRAVZELS
‘ L
refpedtfully, or its rxghts vxolated, The Indxans be-
]xcvc that the Gpeat Spirit never fuffers an infraltion e
of this kind to glf unpunithed. -

The Pipe of Peace, which is termed by the French
the Calumet, for what reafon I could never learn, is
about four feet long. The bowl of it is made of red
-marble, and the ftem of it of a light wood, curioudly
painted  with _hieroglyphics in various colours, and
adorned with feathers, of the moft heautiful birds
bu;: it is not in my power to convey an idea of the
various tints and pleafing orpaments of this- much’
.efteemed Indian implement.

Every natiop~$as a different method of dccoratmg

_ «thefe pipes, arfd they can tell at firft fight to what
. band jt belongs. It'is ufed as an mtrodu&son to all
treatids, and ‘great a:zemony attends the ufe of it on
thefe ocgafions, -

The. affiftant or aid dc. camp of the great vxamor,
when the chicfs are aflembled - and feated, fills it with
‘tobaceo mixed .with' the herbs before mentioned, tak-

" ing care 3t the fame time that no part of it touches
-the ground. When. it is filled, he takes a coal that

- 3s- thoroughly - kindled, from a fire which is generally
kept burning in the midf} of the aﬁ'cmbly, and places
it on the tobacco

As foon as it is fufficiently lighted, he tthsoﬁ'
the coal. Fle then turns, the ftem of -it towards the
heavens, after this towards the earth, and now hold-
ing it horizantally, moves himfelf round tiil he has

_completed a circle ; by the firft adtion he is fuppofed
- to prefent it to the Great Spirit, whofe aid is thereby
Jfupplicated 3 fy the fecond, to avert any malicious
mterpoﬁtmn of-the evil fpirits ; and by the third to
gain the proteftion of the fpirits inhabiting the air,
the carth, and the waters, Having thus fecured the
" favor of thofe invifible agents, im whofe power they
fuppofe it ig either to forward or obfiruct-the iffue of
. their prefent deliberations, he prefents it to the hcx:cd—
itary
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itary ~chief; who havmg tzken two or three' whiffs;

¥ blows the fmoke from h% mouth, firft towards hm-

l .

|

en, and then around himupon the ground. "

It is afterwards’ put i the fame manner ‘into thc
mouths of the ambaffadors or'firangers, who obférve
the fame ceremony!, then to the chief of the warriors,
12nd to-all the other chiefs 4 tirﬂ, according to their
gradation. - During this- time the perfon who' exe--
cutes this homorable office holds‘the pipe flightly in
his hand, as if he feared to prefs the facred inftru-
menty ﬂor dots any one prefiime to touch it but with-
his ]x S. .

When the chiefs. who are intruffed with thie com-
miffion for makmg peace, approach the town or camp

\ 1o which they are going, they begin to-fing and-dance

B
|

*
’
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the fongs;and damees appropriated to' this ocgafion.
By.this sime* the adverfe party are dpprized-of their
arrgwal and, at the fighg of the Pipe.of Pegge divéy
mg"t.hemig dves of the%' wonted- enemy,#nvite them
to the’habithtion of the Great Chief, and furnifh-theng]
w:th every cdnvemcncy -during the negociatiort:.

- A council i5 then held; and when the fpeeches
and debates are ended, if noohﬂru ions arife to put

ﬁop to.the treaty, the painted hatchet is buried in:

the ground, as amanal that all animofities between
‘the contcx;dmg *nations have.ceaféd, and a peace tak-
en place.’ " Amofg theeuder bands, fuch as have no
communication with the Europcans, a war ‘club, paint-
ed r=d is biked; inftead of the hatchet.

A belt of .wampum, is alfo given on this occaﬁon,
which ferves as a ratification of the peace, and re-
cords to the lafeft pofterity, by she hieroglyphics into
which the ‘beads are formed, every {hpuiated article
in the treaty.

Thefe belts are made of thells found on the coafts
of New England and Virginia,” which are fawed out
into beads of an oblong form, abopt a quarter of an
?nch long, and round hkc other beads. Bemg ftrung

on

r
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bowt o platter placed undcrncath, and made to fpin
roun

Accordmg as'thefe bones prefent the white or blaek
" fide upwards they reckon the gamg ; he that happens
to have the greateft number turn up of a fimilar col-
~our, counts five points ; and forty is the game.

"The winning party keeps his place, and the lokr
yields his to another who is appointed by one of the
umpires ; for a whole village is fometimes concerned
in the party, and at times one band plays againft
another.

During’ this play the Indians appear to be greatly
agitated, at gvery decifive throw fet up a hideous
fhout. They make a- thoufand contortions, addrefl-
ing themfelves .at the:fame time to the bones, and
loading with imprecations, the evil fpirits that affift
their fuccefsful antagonifts.

. At this game fome will:lofe their apparel, all the
moveables of their cabins, and {ofittimes even their
Iiberty ; notwithftanding..there are ‘no people in the
univerfe more jealous of the latter than the Indians
are. ’ -

, o
CHAPTER XIL -

OF THHR MARRIAGE CERE.MONIES \fw

THE Indians allew of polygamy, and perf'ons

of every rank mdulg e themfelves in this point. The
chiefs in pamcular ave a feraglio, which <confifts of
an uncertain pember, uftally from fix to-twelve or
fourteen. The lower ranks are periitted to.take as
many as there is a probability of their bemg able,

with the children they may bear, to maintain. It is v
not uncomynon for am Iadian te marsy two fifters ;

fometmm,
T

|
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number ; and noththﬁandmg thig=(as- it appears
eivilized natlons) unnatural union, they all lige in thc
greateft harmony.

The younger wives are fubmiffive to the eldcr ¥y
and thofe who have no children, do fuch menial offie¥

“cps for thofe who. are fertilg, as caufes their fituation

. foinetimes, if there happen: to: be more, the,wh: Ie ’

tp differ but little from a ftate of fervitude. How-. "

- ever, they perform: every injunction with the greait-

cheerfulnefs, in hopes of gaining thereby. the affec--
tion of their hufbangs, that they in- their. turns may
have the happinefs of \becoming mothers, ard be en-
titled-to-the refpet attendant on that ftate.

It is not uncommon for an Indian, although he-
takes to himfelf fo many wivés, to live-in a ftate of
continence with many of them. for feveral years.
Such as are not fo fortunate as- to gain the favor of

“their hufband, by their fubmiffive and prudent beha-

vior, and by that means to. fhare in. his embraces,
continue-in their virgin ftate during the whole of their
hives, except they happen to be- pregfented by him to

firanger. chief; whofe abode among them wifl- "~

ot admit of his enteting into a more lafting connec-.

l t‘bn In. this. cafe they fubmit to.the injunétion of

their hufband without: inuﬁnunng, and gre-not dif>
pleafed to ‘the temporary union. But if at any time
at is knoym~that they take this liberty. without firft
receiving his. confent, théy are punifhed in the fame
manner as if they had been guilty. of adultery..

This. m&om..‘s more prevalent among the nations,

which lie in ‘the Yuterior. parts, than among thofe

that are nearer the fgtiements, as-the manners of the-

latter are rendered fRore conformable in fome points

- to. thofe of the’ Eumpqad’s, "by the. xptercourfe they

hold with them. » ,
» The-Indian; natiops differ but heﬂe from ‘each other

I3
b their marriage cotggbenics,. andlefs in the manner,
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of phei; divorces. The tribes that inhabit the borders
of Canada, make ¢ of the following cuftom.

'When 2 young Indian has fixed his inclinations on
one of the other fex, he endeavors to gaim her con-
fent, and ¥ be fucceeds, it is never known that her

*par:nts ever obftrudt thsir union. When every pre-

liminary is agweed on, and the day appoimted, thf
friends and acquaintance of both parties aflemble at-
theshoufe or tent of the oldeft relation of the bride~
groom, where adeaft is prepared on the-occafion. 4
The company who mect to affift at the feftival are
ibmcnm very numerous : they dance, they fing, and

_ enter imto every other diverfiop ‘ufually made ufe of

on ing-of: their public rejoicings.
‘When thefe are finithed, 2ll thofe who attended

* merely oot of ceremony depart, and the bridegropm

and bride are left alone with three or four of the
neareft ‘and oldeft relations of either fide ; thofe of the
) being men, and thofe of the bnde, women.
Prefemtly the bride attended by thefe few friends,
havmg withdrawp herfelf for the purpofe, appears at
-onie,of the doors ‘of the houfe, and is led o the!?ﬂ;,
= grogm, who ftands ready to feceive her. avil
Row taken their RRation, on 2 mat placed in the centre
of the wegm, they lsy;holdaof the extremities of a
wand, about four feet }opg,,by which they continug
feparsted, whilft the old men pronoumfome ﬁxort
fuitable to the oécafion. 5
. The married couple after this make a pubhc decla-
ration of the love.and regard they gptertain for each

- other, and &ill holding the rodbet _them, dance

and fing. 'When they have { part of the

ceremony, they break the rodmtoas many pieces a

!h;eare witnigffes prefent’ Hao each take a pmce, and
esit, with great care. ‘A

_The bride :s,then recondu&ed ot of thc door at

10

-
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. t> attend her to her father’s houfe ; there the bride-
groom is obliged to feek her, and ‘the marriage is
- confummated. Very often the' wife remains at her
father’s houfe till fhe has a child, when fhe packs up
her apparel, which-is all the fortune fhe is generally
poﬂ'eﬁ'ed of and accompames her hufband to his hab- L
" itation.. g .
. When froit any diflike a fepa!‘mon takes place, for .
they are feldom kfown to quarrel, they generally
give their friends 3 few days frotice of their inten- .
tions, and fometimes. offér ‘reafons to juftify their con-
‘*du@. The witneffes who were prefent at - th€ ‘jpar- -
. '“tx:ggc, meet on the day requefted, at the houfe”of ghe .
'+ couple that-are abeut to feparate, and, bringing with ;.
them the pigees’ of .rod which they had recexve@ at; ¥
their nuptials, thfow them nto the fire,*m’ tﬁe pre- ¥
. & fence of all the .parties.
This is' the whole of the ceremony rcquxred and %
the feparation is €arriéd “orr without any murmﬁrmgs" .
or ill will between the. couple or thejr relatjons ; and
_ after a few months thej. are at liberty to marry, again.’
. When a marriage is thus diflggved, the children _ ¢
* " which’ hav¢ been produced from it,-are equally divid-
ed betwéen them ; and as childrent are efteemed. a
treafure by the Indlans, if the number happenstobe
odd, the womnn is allowed to take the better haif.
Though this cuftom feems tp encourage ficklenéfs.
and frequent {eparations, yet there are_many of the
Indians whic have but one wife, and enjoy with her a
ftate of connubial happinefs not to be exceeded -in
more refined fqgieties. - There are alfo not a_few in- *
fances of women Rrefervmg an inviolable attaichment '+
to- their hufbands,” except in the cafes before men-
tioned, which are fiot conﬁderhd as either a violation.
of their chaftity or fidelit
, Although I have faid hat the Indian nations differ- v
. very little ffom each other in their marviage ceremo-
nies, there are fome excepnons. Thg ‘Naudoweflics
. « ¢ = have

. -
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havc a fingular tmthod of celebrating their marri-
ages, which feems to bear no refemblance to tho':
made ufe of by any other. nation. I paffed through.
'When one of their yong men has fixed on a young
woman he approves of, he diftovers his paffion to her
parents, who give himp an inrvitasion to corfre and live
with them mm tent..
He accor: mgly aecc})ts the: offer, ard™ hy fo deing
engages to refide i it for a.whole year, in the chars
~after. of -& menial fervant.” During , this time He
: Lunts, and bringg all the e'lte kills to the family ;
s by wifith means the father as in opportunity of fee- "
whéther he is able to provxde for the fuppoit of.- |
--chis davghter and the children that might-e- ‘the cop- -
"‘ - fequence of their. union. This bawever is only done
< whilft th¥yare ybung men, aweth for-their ﬁrft wife,
. and not repeated like Jacob’s fervitades. - *

e When tlfis period is expired, the marriage is folem-

- *mzed sfter the cuftom 6f the countdy, in the follow-
ing manner: Thyee or four of the oldeft male rela-
tions of thedridegroom;, and 2s many of the bride’s,
accompany the yogng couple from their refpeélive "’
tents, to an openspart m the centre of the camp.

"Lhe chicfs and warriors, being here, affembled to
receive them,a party of the Jatter are drawn up in
two tanks onr each fide of thebride and bndcgroon
fmedxately on their arrival. Their prmcxpal chle

then acquaints the whole affenibly with thc de
their meeting, and tells them that the coaple

- them, mentioning at the fame time, their mrmes,

: come to_avow publicly their intentiqns of living to-
.- gether as man and wife. 'He then atks the two young

¢ people alternately, whether they defire that the unien
" might take place. Having declired with an audible

voice that they do fo, the warriors fix theit arrdws,

and difcharge them over the heads of the married

%r ; thisene, the chief-pronounces them man and
€. "L o
=~ . , " The

“a

i
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“The bridegroom then turns round, and bending his
body, takes his wifé on his back, in which manner he
carries her amidft- the acclamatiens of the. fpeQators
to his tent. The ceremony is fucceeded by the moft
plentiful feaft the new married man can afford, -and
fongs and dances, according to the ufual cuftom, con-
chxdc the feftival. -

Divorges }nppcn fo feldom.amon g the Naudowef- -
fies, that I had not an oPportumty of learning how".- °
they are accomplithed.

Adultery is efteemed by them a heinous crime, and
punithed with the gréateft rx’r Phe hufband in
thefe cafes bites off’ the woman’s nofe, and a feparation
- inflantly enfues. I faw an ihftance wherein, this mode

of punifhment was inflited, whilft 1 remained among
them. The children, avhen this happens, are diftribs
uted according to the ufual cuftom obferved by other
nations, that is, they are equally divaded. S

Among the Indians as well as European nations,
there are many that devote themfelves to pleafure;
and potwithftanding the accggits given gy fome mod-

* ern writers of the frigidity of an Indian conftitution,
become the zealous votaries of Venus. The young
warriors that are thus difpofed, feldom want opportu.
nities for gratifying their paffion; and as the mode’
ufually followed on thefe occafions is rather fingular,
I {hall defcribe it.

When one of thefe young debauches imagines from
the behavior of the perfon he has chofen for his mif~
trefs, that he fhall not meet with any great obftruc-
tion to his fuit from her, he purfucs the following
plan.

It has been already obferwed, that the Indians ac-
knowledge no fuperiority, nar have they any ideas of
fubordination, except. in' the neceffary regulations of
their war or hunting parties ;. they confequently live
nearly in a flate of equality, purfuant to ‘the firft
principles of mature. The lower therefore is not ap-

: prehenfive



216 " CARVER’s TRAVELS.

prehentive of any check or control in ‘the accomplith-
ment of his purpofes, if he can find a convenient op-
portumty for completing them.

As the Indians are alfo under no. apprchcnﬁon of
robbers, or fecret enemies, they leave the doors of
their tents- or huts unfaftened dur'ng the night, as
well as in the day. Two or three hours after funfet,
-~ the flaves orcld people coverover the fire, that is

. gancrally burmng in the midift of their apartment, with
. afhes, and retire-to their repofe.

Whilft darknefs thus prevails, and all is quiet, one
of thefe fons of pleafuse, wrapped up clofely in his
blanket, to prevent his being known, will fometimes
enter the apartment of hi¢ intended miftrefs. Having
firt lighted at the fmothered fire a fmall fplinter of
wood, which anfwers the purpofe of a match, he ap—
prozches the place where fhe repofes, and gently pul-
ling away the covering from the head, jogs her till {he
awakes. If the then rifes up, and blows out the
light, he needs no further confirmation that his com-
" pany is not djfagreeable 3 but if, after he has difcov-
ered himfelf, fhe hides her head, and takes no notice
of him, he might reft affured that _any further folici-
tations will prove vain,"and that it is neceffary imme-
'dnately for him to retire.

" During his ftay he conceals the lxght as much as
poflible in the hollow of his hands, and as the tents
or rooms of the Indians are ufually large and capa-
cious, he efcapes without detetion. It is faid that

the young women who admit their lovers on thefe oc- .

cafions, take great care, by an immediate application
to herbs, with the potent efficacy of which they are
well acquainted, to prevent the effets of thefe illicit
amours frf8m becoming vifible ; for fhould the natur-
al confequences enfue, they muft for&vcr remain un-

married. -
The children of the Indxans are always diftinguith-
ed by the name®f the motlxer and if 2 woman mar-
ries

.




CARVER’s TRAVELS. ' 213

ries feveral hufbands, and has iflue by cach of them,
they are called after her. The reafon they give for
this is, that as their offspring are indebted to the fath-
er for their fouls, the invifible part of their eflence,
and to the mother for their corporeal and apparent
part, it is more rational that they fhould be diftin- -
guithed by the name of the latter, from whom they
indubitably derive their being, than by that of the .-
father, to which a doubt might fometimes arife wheth-'

er they are juftly entitled. -

-There are fome ceremoni¢s made ufe of by the
Indians at the impofition of the name, and it is con-
fidered by them as a matter. of great importance ; but
what thefe are I conld never learn, through the fecre-
¢y obferved on the occafion. I only know that it is
ufually given when the children have paffed the ftate
of infancy.

Nothing can exceed the tendetnefs thown by them
to their offspring ; and a perfon cannot recommend
himfelf to their favor by any method more certain,
than by paying {ome attention to the younger branch-
es of their families. I can impute, in fome meafur},
to the prefents I made to the children of the chiefs
of the Naudoweflies, the hofpitable reception I met -
with when among them. -

‘There is fome difficulty attends an explanation of
the manner in which the Indians diftinguifh them-
felves from each other. Befides the name of the an-
imal by which every nation and tribe is’denominated,
there are others that are perfonal, and which the chil-
dren receive from their mother. . ‘

The chiefs are alfo diftinguifhed by 2 name that

_has either fome reference to their abilities, or to the

hieroglyphic of their families ; and thefe are acquired
after they arrive at the age of manhoad. Such as

'have fignalized thegnfclvels either in their war or hunt-
.ing parties, or are poffefled of fome eminent qualifi«

cation, regeive aname that ferves to perpetuate the
T ‘ - fame
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fame of thefe aftions, or to make their abilities com.
fpicuous. - ’ '

- Thus the great warrior of the Naudoweflies was
named Ottahtongoomlifhcah, that is, the Great Fath-
er of Snakes ; ottah being in Englith father, ton-
goom great, and lithcah a fnake. Another chief was
called Honahpawjatin, which means a fwift running .
over the mountains. And when they adopted me a
chief among them, they named me ‘Shebayge, which
fignifies a writer, or a perfon that is curious in mak-
sng hieroglyphics, as they faw me often writing.

—— -
 CHAP. XIIL
oF THEIR RELIGION,

;IT is very difficult to attain 2 perfet knowledge
«©f the religious principles of the Indians. Their cere-
monies and doctrines have been fo often ridiculed by
‘the Europeans, that they endeavor to tonceal them ;
and if after the greateft intimacy, you defire any of
them to explain to you their fyftem of religion, to pre-
vent, your ridicule, they intermix with it many of the

tencts they have received of the French miffionaries, |

fo that it is at laft rendered an unintelligible jargon
and not to be depended upon. . o
Such as I could difcover among . the Naudoweflies

"(for theéy alfo were very referved in this point) I {hall

give my readers, withiout paying any'atfention to the
accounts of dthers. . As the'religion of that people
from their fityation ‘appears t6 be tatally finadulterat-
ed with the fuperftitions of the churth of Rome, we

“fhall be dble to gain’ from theif” religioystcuftoms a

more perfect idea of .the driginal tenets and ceremo-

‘nies of the Indians in generl, than from thofe of :any

nations thet approach neatet to the fettlements:
" : L It
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It is certain they acknowledge -one Supreme Beingy
or Giver of Life, who prefides .over all things. © The
Chipeways call this being Manitou, or Kitchi Mani- "
tou ; the Naudoweflies, Wakon or Tongo Wakon,
that is, the Great Spirit ; and.they look up to him as
the fource of good, frem- whem no evil can proceed.
They alfo believe in a bad fpirit, to whom they af-
cribe great power, and fuppofe that through his mearrs
all the evils which befall mankind are inflited. To .
him therefore do they pray in their diftrefles,. begging:
that he would-either avert their troubles, or moderate-
thcm when they are no longer avoidable.-

They fay that the Great Spirit, who is mﬁmtcly'
good, neither withes or is able to.do any mifchief to
mankind ; but on the contrary, that he fhowers down
on them all the bleflings they deferve ;. whereas' the
evil- fpirit is continually employed in contriving how
he may punith the human race ; and to do which he
is not only poflefled of the will, but of the power.

. They hold alfo- that-there-are-gopd fpirits-of a lefler
degree,- who have their  particular' departments, in
which- they are conftantly contributing to,the happi-
nefs_of mortals. Thefe they fuppofe toprefide over
all the extraordirary praduétions of nature, fuch-as
thofe lakes, rvers, or mountains that are of an up-
common maguitude ;-and likewife the- beafts, birds,.
fithes, and even vcgvetables; or ftones that exceed the
reft. of their' fpecies- in fize or fingularity. To all

of thefe they pay fome kind of adoration. Thus
when they arrive on the borders of Lake Superior, or
the banks of  the Maffifippi, or any other-great body
of watery they prefent-to the Spirit' who refides there
fome kind of offering, as the prince- of the Winneba-
goes-did when he attended me to the Falls of St. An-
thony

But at the fame time I fancyrthat the ideas they ane-
nex- to the word fpirit, are very different from the
conceptions . more enlightened nations entertain of it.

+ They

i
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" They appear to fafhion to themfelves corporeal rep-
refentations of their gods, and beligve them to be of
a human form, thou‘gh of a nature more excellent
than man.

Of the fame kind arc their fentiments. relative to a
futurity. They doubt net but they fhall exift in fome
. future ftate 5 they however fancy that their employ-

ments there will be fimilar to thefe they are engaged
in- here, without the labor-and difficulties annexed
to them in this pariod of their exiftence.

"They confequently expeft to be tranflated to- a de-
lightful country, where they: fhall always have a clear,
anclended: fky, and.enjoy a perpetual fpring ; where

_ the forefts will abound with game, and the lakes with
fith, which might be taken without a painfid exertion
of fkill, or a laborious purfuit ; in fthort, that they
fhall live forever in regions of plenty, and enjoy. eve~
ry. gratification they de.hght in here, -in a greator de-
yree.

& To - intelleftual pleafuree they are firangers ; nor
are thefe included in their fcheme of happinefss But

, they expeét that even thefe animal pleafures will be

portioned and diftributed according to their merit ;
the f{kilful hunter, the bold and fuccefsful warrior,
will be entitled to a greater fhare than thofe who

_through indolence or want of fkill cannot boaft of any

{uperiority over the commen herd.
. The priefts of the Indians are at the fame time
their phyficians, and their conjurers ; whilft they heal
their wounds, or cure their difeafes, they interpret
their dreams, give them protective charms, and fatis-
fy that defire which is fo prevalent among them, of
fearching into futurity. °

How well they execite the latter part of their

profeﬁional engagements, and the methods they make
ufe of on fome of thefe, oecafions, I have: atready
thewn in the exertions of the.prieft of the Killiftinoes,
who was fortunate enough to fucgeed in his gxtra

ordinary

i
i
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ordinary attempt near Lake Superior. They ﬁ’c-
quently are fuccefsful, likewife in adminiftering the
falubrious herbs they have acquired a knowledge of ;
but that the ceremonies they make ufe of during the
adminiftration: of them contributes to thexr fuccefs, I
fhall not take upon me to- affert.

"When any of the people are ill, the perfon who is
invefted with this triple charaller of doctor, prieft,
and u'x.gg;cnn, fits by the patient day and night, rat-
tlingin his ears a goad fhell filled with dry beans,
called a Chichicoue, and making a dxfagreeable noife
that canrot be well defcribed. ,

\ This uncouth harmony one would imagine ﬂxonld
difturb the fick perfon arid prevent the good effeéts

of the do®or’s prefcription 3 but on-the contrary they
beheve that the method made ufe of, contributes to
his recovery, by “diverting from his malignant pur-
pofes the evil {pirit who has inflited the diforder ; or
at leaft that it will take off his attention, f{o that ke
fhall not increafe’ the malady. This they are credu-
lous enough to imagine he is conftantly on the watch
to do, and would carry his inveteracy to a fatal lcngth
if they did not thus charm him.

I could not difcover that they make ufe of any
other religious ceremonies- than thofe I have defcrib-

ed ; indeed, om the appeargnce of the new moon they
dance and fing ; but it is not evident that théy pay
that planet any.adoration ; they only feem to rejoice
at the retern of a luminary that makes the night cheerr
ful, and which ferves to light them' on their way when
they travel during the abfence of the fun.

“Netwithftanding Mr. Adair has afferted that the
. mations among whom he refided, obferve with very

little - variation all the rites appeinted by th> Mofaie
Taw, I owna I could never difcover among thofe tribes
that lie but a few degrees to the northwef, the leaft
traces-of the Jewith refigion, except it be admitted
that onie particular ‘female cuftom and’ their divifions
T2 . into
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into tribs®, carrythh them proof fufficient to eﬁab-
lith this affertion. . .-
. The Jefuits and -French nuﬂionanes have alfo pre-
tended that the Indians had, when they firft travel-
led. into America, fome neotiens, thoughithefe were
dark and confufed, of the.chriftian. inftitution ; that
they have been greatly agitated at the fight-of a crofs,
and given proofs by the impreflions made on them,
that they were not entirely unaequainted with the
facred myfteries of Chriftianity. . I need not fay that
thefe are_too glaring abfurdities to be credited, and
could only réceive their exiftence from the zeal of
thofe fathers, 'who endeavoured at once .t give-the
public a better opinjon of the fuccefs ofitheir miffions
and to add fupport to the caufe they were éngaged in.
. The Indians' appear to be in their geligious princi-
ples, rude and uninftructed. . The -doétrines they
hold are few and fimple, and fuch as have been gen-
erally 1mprcﬁ'ed on the human mind, by fome.means
or, other, - the moft ignorant ages. .; They however
have not deviated, as many other mcxvdxzed nations ;
And too many civilized ones have done, ingo-idolatrous
modes of worfhip; they venerate indeed and make
offerings to the wonderful parts. of -the gregsion, as I
have before obferved ; but whether thofe rights are

rformed on account of the impreflion. fuch ‘extraor-
dinary appearanges make-on them, or. whether they
confider . thern as the ‘peculiar - charge, .or. the . ufual
places of refidence of the .invifible fpirits,. they ac-
knowledge, I cannot- poﬁt;vely determine, -, i

[The human mind in its yncultivated ftate is apt
to afcribe the “extraordinary occurrences of -nature,
fuch ,as. earthquakes thunder, or hurricanes, to the
interpofition. of unfeen beings 3 the, troubles and dif-
afiprs alfgthat.are annexed to 4 ifavags life, ghe-ap-
prehenfions, attendant on a precaripus {ubfiftencef and
thefe. numberlefs inconvenicgces,jwbich. man .In, his
improved, flate. hag. found- means toxemcd)'x are 5»3-
. : pofed
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pofed to proceed fromithe interpofition of.evik.{pirits ¢
the favage, confequently, lives in continual apprehen-
fions of their unkind attacks, and to avert them has
recourfe to-charms, to the fantaftic ceremonies of '
his prieft; or the powerful influence of his Manitous.
Fear has of courfea greater fhare in his-devotions than
gratitude, and e .pays more attention to deprecating
the wrath of the evil, than to ‘fecuring. the favor of
the good beings.

The Indians, however; entertain thefe abfurdxtle;" T
in common with thofe of -every part-of the globe who -
‘have ‘not been illuminated with that religion, which
only can difperfe the tlouds of fuperftition and igno- -
rance, and- they are as free-.from- error as :a.people,
can bethat has. not. been favourcd with its inftrudtiye:
do&nnﬁ . . < -

:eaw%mm.n»tmms’ﬁs, ,@-;. e

TH.E Indians in genergl,are healthy; and fub.
_ye& ‘but’ to few difeafes, many, of . thofe that afflict
civilized mations, aad are the immediate - confequences
of luxury or.floth, being not known .among them ;
however, tbnhardﬂups and  fatigyes which they en~
dure in hnntmg,on mr;dwmdtmen? of the- fes-
fons to, which they ar¢ continually expofed, but above
all the extremes, of - hun, and that woracieufnefs -
their long,excurﬁons co! equentl fubject them. to,
cannot. fail of impairing the con tutlon, ,and bring: *
ing on diforders.
Pains apfl wkneﬂ'qs in the ﬁomaqh and brea&
axe. fomb qmes,dgg {e «\Els,thcxr long: fatting, and
ni‘umptxons ve Tatigue and violent cffx.
excifes:



~
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ercifes they expofe themfelves to from their infancy,
before they have fufficient “firength to fupport them.
Baut' the diforder to' which they are mofd fubjedt, is
the pleurify ; for the removal of which they apply
their grand remedy and prefervation againft''the gen-
erality of their complints, fweating. -~ : . -

- The manner in which they conftrud their ftoves
for this purpofe-is as follows : They fix feveval: {mall
poles in the ground, the tops of which they twift to-
gether, fo as to form a retunda : this frame they cov-
er with fkins or blankets; and they hay them on
with fo much nicety, that the air is kept from enter-
ing through any crevice ; a fmall fpace being only

left, juft fufficient to--creep im at, which is immedi.

ately after clofed. ‘In the middle’ of - this confined
building they place red hot ftones, on which they
pour water till a fteam arifes that produces a great
degree of heat. ' )

is caufes an inftantaneous perfpiration, which
they increafe as they pleafe.- Having continued in it
for fome time, they immediately haften to the neareft

- ftream, and plung¢ into the water; and, after bathing

therein for about half a minute, they put on their
clothes; fit down and {moke with great cqmpofure,
thoroughly perfuaded that the remedy will prove effi-
cacious: ‘They often” make ufe of this fildoriferous
method to refrefh themfelves, or to prepare their
minds for the ‘management of any bufinefs that re-
quires dncommon deliberation’ and fagacity. ' -
They are, likewife affi@ed with the dropfy and pa-
falytic’ complamts, which, howéver, are but very fel-
dom known among ‘them.: - As a’ remedy for thefly
as well ‘a6 for fevers, they mike ufe of lotions and de-
co&tions; ‘compofed of herbs; which the phyficians
know perfely well how to compound and apply:
Put they gever truft to ' médicines lond ; they always
have recourlp likewift 'ta’ fonte ‘fuperiiitions, ceremo-
;'-. [P LA LA N DU "".‘m

B NN
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nies, without whick their patients would not think the
phyﬁml preparations fufliciently powerful,

With equal judgment they mahe ufe of ﬁmpla for
the cure of wounds, fraltures, or bruifes; and are
able to extra& by .thefe, without 'mciﬁon, fplinters,
fron, er. any othen fort of matter by which the
wound is caufed. In cures of this kind they are ex~
tremely dexterons, amd complete them' in muech lefs-
time than might be expe&cd from their mode of pro--
ceeding.

‘With. the;(hrof a fnake, winth thofe nept:l&a ane
nuzlly fhed, they will alfoextract fplingers, It is. amaz-

. ing to fee the fadden efficacy of this application; not-
withftanding there does ‘net: appear to be the' leadk:
mpifbure remaining i it. .

e Ithaslongbumzﬁxiue&of dnfpute, on what con-

tinent the venereal difeafe firft neceived its deflralive

power.  This. drebdfnl malady is. fuppofed: te- have
n Ammca, his the literary, conteft ftill rer

mains undecided ; : to ‘give fome ehicidation te it I
fhall remark, that as I- conld, not difeover theleait
taces . among, the Navidoweflien, with whom I refided
{o long, and: was alfa informed that it was yet une
known: among the more weftern nations, I think X
may. venture topronounce that it bad: not its-origin in-
North America. Thofe nations that have any coms
munication with the Europeans, or the fouthern tribes,
arg greatly afffiCted with it ; but they have all of them
acquired a knowledge of fuch cestain and expeditious
rewsedies, that the communication is not attended with
any dangeraus.eonfequences. -

.Saomw after I fet out an my travels, one of the tra--
ders whom I accompanied, complained: of a- violent:
gonorrheea, With all its alarming -fymptoms s . this in-
areafed to fuch:a degree, that by the thme wé hid
reached the town of the Winnebagoes, he'was unable
toitravel.-” Having made his comsplaint known to one
of the. chiefs of that tribe, he told him notr to.be

uneafy,



.
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uneafy, for he would engapge that by the following his
advice, he thould be ablein a.few days to-purfite his:
journey, and in alittle longer time be entiraly free
from his diforder. . -

The chief had no. fooner faid this than he .prepared-
for him a deco@ion of the bark of the roots:of the
prickly ath, a tree fearcely known in- England, bus
which grows.in: great plenty throughout North Amer-
ica ; by the ufe of which; in a few days he was great~
ly recovered, and having received dire&tions how to
prepare it, in a fortnight after his departure:from this
place, perceived that he was-radically cured, .

If from exceffive exercife, or the extremes of heat
or cold, they are affeGed: with pains in- their  limbs or
joints, they fcarify the parts affeed:... Thofe mtions
who have no commerce with Europeans do this with
afharp flint ; and it is furprifing to. {ee, to how fine
a point they have the dexterity té bring.them ;.2 lan-
cet .can ‘fearcely. .exceed in @arpnefs the inflruments
théy make of this unmalleable fubftance.. = - = -

t They never can be convincéd a perfon: is ill; whilft
he has an-appetite;. but. . when he' rejeéts all kind of
nourifhment, - they- confider the: difeafe as' dapgerous;
Andpay great-attention to it ;' and during the continu-
ance of the diforder, the phyfician- refufes: his: patient
1o fort of foed thatrhe is defirous of.. v
< Their doébers ate not only fuppofed-to-be fkilled in
the phyfical treatmentiof difeafes.; but the common
people believs that by the ceremony of the Chichicoue
ufually made ufe of, as before defcribed, they are able
to gain intelligence from -the -fpirits, ' of :the caufe ‘of
the complaints with which' they are aflited, and are
thereby the better enabled to find remedies-for them.

- ‘They difcower: fomething fupernatural. in- all their

difeafes, and the phyfic adminiftered: muft: invariably

be aided by thefe fuperftitions. S PO
Sometimes-a fick perfon 'fancies that his.diforder
asifes from witcheraft ;. in this cafer the .phyfician oo
e : juggler
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_yugg!et' ‘h cortfuited, wheo, after the wfual preparations
gives-his-epinion on the fate of the difeafe, and fre-
quently’ finds féme ‘means for his cure. But not-
withftanding the Iridian -phyficians always annex thefe
fapétftitions debemonies to their prefcriptions, it is

very ceitaib, as I have already obferved, that they ex-

_excife -their -art by principles which are founded. on
the- knowledge of fimplesy-and on the experience,
which' they acquire: by an- mdefatxgable attention to
their operations, '«

" The following ftory, wlm:h I received from aperfon
of undoubted credit, proves that the Indians are not
only able to - reafor with-great acutenefs on the caufes
and fymptoms of many of the diforders which are at-
tendant on human nature, but'to apply with equal
_judgment propér remedies.’

In Penobfcot, afettlement in the Province of Maine,
in the north eaft parts of New England, the wife of
a foldier was taken in labor, and notwithftanding ev-
ery neceflary .affiftance was given her, could not be -
delivered. In this fituation fhe remained for two or
three days, the perfons around her expecting that the

“next pang would put an end to her exiftence.

* An: Indian wembn,..who accidentally paﬂ'ed by,
theard the groans of ‘the unhappy fufferer, and inquic~

‘#d " from ‘whence they proceeded. Being made ac- .
iquainted with the defperate circumftanceattending the
‘cafe, fhe told theinformant, that if fhe might be permit-
“ted to fee the perfon, fhe.did not doubt . but that ifhe
‘fhonld be of great fervice 10 her. s

The furgeon that had. attended, . and - the. mxdwxfc
‘who ‘was then prefent; having. given ‘up every hope of
Hireférving their patient, theilndn-woman-was allow-
red to-make ufe of any ‘methods fhe thought proper.
'8he accordingly took .a handkerchief; and bound it
-nght aver the nofe and mouth of thc woman : this
immediately brought on a fuffbcation ; and éram the
ﬁruggles that: confequently enfucd,; &he was x} a- f:;s’

eco
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feconds delivered. The mament this was pchieved,
and time enough to prevemt amy fatal affe@, the
bandkegchief was token off. The.long fuffering par
tient thus happily relieved fram her . pains, foen .after
perfectly recovered, to the aflonifhment of all thefs
who had been witnefs to her defperate fituation. , - .

+ The reafon given by the dndian for this hauxﬂou
method of proeeading was, that.defperate difarders oge
quire defperate .remedies ;..that . 2s..fhe oblerved the
exertions of nature were not fufficiently fosgible ag
cffe& the defired confequence, (hethought it neceffary -
to augment their force, which could enly be done hy :
fome mode.that was wolent in.the cxtmme o

Y

| CHAP. XV.

ofF THE MANNER 1N wHICH THEY mzur
THEIR .DEAD

AN lndmmeets.denthmqtappmha
him in his hut, with the fame refolution he has often

faced him in the field. His indiffcremce relative to

this imaportaat article, which is the fource of fo many

-apprehenfions to almof ewvery other mation,is truly
admirable. When his fate is pronounced by the phyl-
«cian, and it remains no longer uncertain, he harwngues
thole about: him :with tire greateft compafure.

If he is a.chicf and has & family, he makes a kind of
funeral oratian, shish 'he condudes by giving to_his
.children .fuch advice far the regulation -of their. con~
duét as he thinks neceflary. -He then ¢akes leave af
‘his friends, and: iffues out orders’ for the preparation
:of a fealt, which.is defigned to rcgﬂe-thoft of his, tribe
drat Can come $0 prongumee his culngmm. K Aft g

er
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After the breath is departed, the body is drefled in
the fame attire it ufually- wore whilft living, his face
is painted, and he is feated in an ereét pofture on a
mat or {kin, placed in the middle of the hut, with his
weaponis by his fide. His relations being feated
round, each harangues in turn the deceafed ; and if
Be has been a great warrior, recounts his heroic ac-
tions nearly to the following purport, which in the
Indian language is extremely poetical and pleafing :

<« You ftill fit among us, Brother, your perfon re-:
tains its ufual refemblance, and continues fimilar to
ours, without any vifible deficiency, except that it has
loft the power of aftion. But whither is that breath
flown, which a few hours ago fent up {moké to the
Great Spirit ? Why are thofe lips filent, that lately
delivered to us expreffive and pleafing language ? why
are thofe feet motionlefs, that a fhort time ago were
fleeter than the deer on yonder mountains ? why ufe-
lefs hang thofe arms that could climb the talleft tree,
or draw the tougheft bow ? Alas | every part of that
frame which we lately beheld with admiration and
wonder, is now become as inanimate as it was three
"hundred winters ago. We will not, however, bemoan
thee as.if thou waft forever loft to us, or that thy name
would be baried in oblivion ; thy foul yet lives in the
great Country of Spirits, with thofe of thy nation that
are gone before thee ; and though we are left behind
to perpetuate thy fame, we fhall one day join thee.
Actuated by the refpeét we bore thee whilft living,
we now come- to tender to thee the laft aét of kind-
nefs itis in our power to beftow : that thy body might
_ not lie negleéted on the plain, and become a prey to
the beaits of the field, or the fowls of the air, we wiil
take cdre to lay it with thofe of thy predeceflors who
are ‘gone before thee ; hoping at the fame time, that
thy fpirit will .feed with their fpirits, and be ready
to reccive curs, when wo alfo fhall arrive at the great
Country of Souls.” , . S .

- U In

~
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In fhort fpeeches fomewhat fimilar to this does eve- |
sy chief {peak the praifes of his departed friend. When
they have fo dene, if they happen to be a great dif-
tance from sthe placé of interment, appropriated to 1
their tribe; and the perfon dies during the winter fea~
fon, they wrap the body in ikins, and lay it on a high
ftage built for this purpofe, or on the branches of a
large tree, till the fpring arrives. They then, after
the manner defcribed in my Journal, carry it, togeth~ {
er with all thefe belonging to the fame nation, to the
-general burial place, where it is intered with fome qthexr
ceremonies that I could not difcover. .

‘When the Naadoweilies brought their dead for in-
terment to the great cave, I attempted to get an in-
fight into the remaining burial rites ;. but whether i
was on account of the fitench which arofe from fo
many hodies, the weather bejng then hot, or whethes
they chofe to keep this part of their cuftoms fecret-
from me, I could net difcover ; I found, however,,
that they confidertd my curiofity as il timed, and
therefore I withdrew. .

After the intermens, the band to which the perfon
belongs, take care to-fix near the place fuch hierow
glyphics as fhall fhew to future ages his merit and ac.
complifhments. If any of thefe people die in the
fummer, at a diftance from the hurying ground, and
they find it impoffible te remove the body before it
putrefies, they burn the flefh from the bones, preferve
ipg tha:katter, bury them in the mannes-defcribed.

_As the Indians believe that the fouls of the deceaf-.
¢d employ themfclves in the -fame manner in the
coantry of fpirits,’ as they did on easth, ‘that they ace
quire their food by hunting, and have there,.alfb, ene-
mies.te contend with; they take care that they do not
enter thofe regions defencelefs and unprovided:s: they:
coenfequently bury with them their bosss, theix srwows,.
and all the other- weapons, ufed either.in: hunting oe
war. As they doubt not but they wilk kikewifc haue

occafion
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occafion both for the necefluries of life, and thofe
things they efteem as ornaments, they ufually’depof-
it m their tombs fuch fkins or ftuffs as they common-
1y made their garments of, domeftic utenfils, and paint
for ornamenting their perfons.

The near relations of the deceafed lament his
Yofs with an appearance of great {forrow and anguifh ;
they weep and howl, and make ufe of many contor-
tions, as they fit in the hut or tent around the body,
when the intervals between the praifes of 'the chiefs
will permit.

One formality in monrmng for the dead among the
Naudoweffies is very'different from any mode I ob-
ferved in the other nations through which I paffed.
The men, to fhew how great their forrow is, pierce
the flefh of their arms, above the elbows, with arrows 3
the fcars of which I could perceive on thofe of every
rank, in a greater or lefs degree ; and the women cut
and gath their legs with fharp broken flints, till the
blood flows very plentifully.

Whikt I remamed ameng them, a couple whofc
‘tent was- adjacent to mine, loft 2 fon of about feur
years of age. - The parents were fo much affefled at
the death of their favourite child, that they purfued the.
ufual tefimonies of grief with fuch uncommon rig-
- .or, as through the Wweight of forrow and lofs of bleod,
to oeccafion -the death of the father. The woman,
who had heretofore. been incomfolable, no fooner {aw
her hufband expire, than fhe dried up her tears, and’
appeared cheerful and refigned.

As I krew not how to account for fo ecxtraordina-
vy a tranfition, I took an opportunity to afk her the
reafon of it : telling her at the fame time, that I thould
have imagined the lofs of her hufband would rather
have occafioned an increafe of grief, than fuch a fud-
den diminution ef-it.

She informed me, that as the child was fo young
when 1t diedy and unable to fupport itfelf in the coun-

try
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try of fpirits, both {he and her hufband had been ap-
prehenfive that its fituation would be far from happy 3
but no fooner did the behold its father depart for the

"“fame place, who not only loved the child with the

tendereft affetion, but was a good hunter, and would
be able to provide- plentifully for it fupport, than
the ceafed to mourn. She added, that fhe now faw
no reafon to continue her tears, as the child on whom
fhe doted, was happy under the care and protetion
of a fond father, and fhe had only one wifth that" re-
mained ungratified, wlnch was that of being herfelf

. with them.

Expreflions fo replete with unaffeted tendernefs,
and fentiments that would have done honor to a Ro-
man matron, made an impreflion on my mind great-
ly in favor of the people to whom fhe belonged, and
tended not a little to counteradt the prejudices I had

“hitherto entertained, in common with every other

traveller, of Indian infenfibility and want of parcntal
tendernefs.

Her fubfequent condu& conﬁrmed the favourable
opinion I had juft imbibed ; and convineced me, that,

: motwithftanding this apparent fufpenfion of her grief,

fome particles of that reludtance, to be feparated from
a beloved relation, which is implanted either by na-
ture‘or cuftom in every human heart, ftill lurl;ed in
hers. I obferved that the went almoft every evening
to the foot of the tree, on a branch of which the bod-
ies of her hufband and child were laid, and after cut-
ting off a lock of her hair, and throwing it on the
ground, in a plaintive melancholy fong, bemoaned its
fate, A recapitulation of the altions he might have
performed, had his life been fpared, appeared to be
her favourite theme ; and whilft fhe foretold the fame
that would have attended an imitation of his father’s
virtues, her grief feemed to be fufpended :

<« If thou hadft continued with us, my dear Son,”

would the <y, ¢ how well would the bow have be- .

come

—
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~come thy hand, and how fatal would thy arrows
have proved to the enemics of our bands. Thou
wouldft often have drank their blood, and eaten theh
fleth, and numerous flaves would have rewarded t
toils. With a nervous arm wouldft thou have feized
the wounded buffaloe, or have combated the fury of
-the enraged bear. Thou wouldt have overtaken the
flying elk, and HWave kept pace on the mountain’s
brow with the :flesteft deer. WHhat feats mighteft
thou not have performed, hadft thou ftaid among us
“till age had given thee firength, and. thy father had
-inftructed thee in every Indian accomplifbment !” In
terms like thefe did this untutored favage bewail the
‘lofs of her fon, and frequently would .the pafs the
~greateft part of the night in the affeétionate employ.
- The Indians in general are very ftri¢t in the obferv-
:ance of their laws relative to mourning for their
-dead. In fome nations they .cut off their hair, blackes
ttheir faces, and fit in an ere& pofture, with their
-heads,. clofcly covered, and depriving themfelves of
-every pleafure, This feverity is continued for {everal
-months, and with fome relamations the appearance is
‘fometimes kept up for feveral years. I was told that
when the Naudoweffies recolleéted any incidents of
the lives of their deceafed relations, even after an in-
terval of ten years, they would howl {o as to be heard
.at a great diftance. ’gxcy would fometimes continue
this proof of refpect and affeCtion for feveral hours ;
and if it happened that the thought occurred, and the
-moife was begun towards the evening, thofe of their
wribe who are at hand would join with them.

‘Uz .
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CHAPTER XVI.

A CONCISE CHARACTER or THE INDIANS.

THE charater of the Indians, like that of
other uncivilized nations, is compofed of a mixture of
ferocity and gentlenefs. They are at once guided by
paflions and appetites, which they hold in common
with the fierceft beafts that inhabit their woods, and
-are poffefled of virtues which do -honmor to human
nature.

In the following eftimate I fhal endcavor to for-
get on the one hand the prejudices of Europeans, who
ufually annex to the word Indian, epithets that are
difgraceful to human nature, and who view -them in
no other light than as favages and cannibals, whil{t
with equal care I avoid my partiality towards them,
.as fome muft naturally arife from the favourable re~
cepuon I met with durmg my ftay among them.

At the fame. time I fhall confine my remuarks to
the nations inhabiting only the weftern regions, fuch
as the Naudoweffies, the Ottagaumies, the Chipe-
ways, the Winnebagoes, and the Saukies; for as
throughout that diverfity of climates, the extenfive:
continent of Amecrica is compofed of, there are peo-
ple of different difpofitions and various charadters,
it would be incompatible with my prefent undertak-
ing to treat of all thefe, and to give a general view
of them as a conjunétive body.

That the Indians are of a cruel, revengeful, inex-

orable difpofition, that they will watch whole days
unmindful of the calls of nature, and make their way
through pathlefs, and almoft unbounded woods, fub-
fifting only on the fcanty produce of them, to purfue
and revenge‘thcmfclves of an enemy; that they hear
unmoved
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anmoved the piercing cries of - fuch as unhappily fall
into, their hands, and reeeive a diabolical pleafure
from the tortures they inflit on their prifoners, I
-readily grant 3 but let us look on the reverfe of this
terrifying picture, and we- fhall find them temperate
both in their diet and potations (it muft be remem- -
bered that ¥ fpeak of thofe tribes who have little
cammunication with - Faropeans) that they withftand,
with unexamipled patience, the attacks of hunger, or
the inclemency of the feafons, and eftcem the grati-
fication of their appetxnes but as a fecondary confid-
eration.

We thall likewife fee them foc:a} and humane to
thofe whom they confider as their friends, and even
to their adopted enemies § -and ready - to ’partake with
them of the:lafk morfel, or to .rifk then' lives in their
defence.

In contradi€tion to the report of many other trav«
ellers, all of which have been tinftured with preju-
dice, I can affert, that notwithftanding the apparent
indifference with which an Igdian meets his wife and
<hildren after a long abfence, -an indifference - proceed-
ing rather from cuftom than dinfenfibility, he is not
unmindful of the claims either of connubial or parent-

- al tendernefs ; the little” “@tory: 1 have introduced in
the preceding chapter, of the. Naudoweflie woman
lamenting her child, and the immature death of the
father, will elucidate this point, and .epforce the af~
fertion much Dbetter than the moﬂ; frudied arguments
I can makeufeof -

- Accuftomed frem their yoath to mnnmerable lurd-
thips, they foon become fuperior te a fenfe of dan-
ger, or the dread of death ; and their fortitude, im-
planted by nature, and nurtured by example, by pre-
“cept and accxdcnt, never experiences a moment’s
allay. '

Though flothful and imactive whilft their fores
of provnﬁon remains unexhaufted, and their foes are
at
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at a diftance, they are indefatigable and perfevering
In purfuit of their game, or .in cn-cumvemmg sheir
-enemies.

If they- are artful and defigning, and reatly to take
every advantage, if they. are cool and deliberate in
their- ceuncils, and cautious in the extreme cither of
-difcovering their fentiments, ‘or of revealing a- fécret,
they might at the fame time boaft of poffefling’ qualifis
cations of a more animated nature, of ‘the fagacity of
a hound, the penetrating fight of a lynx, the .cunning
of the fox, the agility of 2 bounding ree, and the une
«conquerable fiercenefs of the tiger.

In their public charalers, as forming part of a com-
‘nunity, they poflcfs am attachment for that band to
which they belong, unknown to .the inhabitants of any
other-country. ‘They combine, as if they were aétuat-
ed only by one foul, againft the enemies of their na-
-tion, and banith from their mrnds every confideration
-oppofed tothis.

They confult without unneceffary oppofition; or
without giving-way to th¢ excitements of envy or am-
bition, on the meafures . neceffary to be parfued for
-the defiruétion of thofe who have drawn on themfelves
-their difpleafure. - No'feifith.views ever influence their
advice, or .obfiru&t their confultatipns. Nor is it in
the power of bribés or threats to diminifh the love
:they bear their countsy.

The honor of'their tribe, and the welfare of their
mation, is the firft and nmoft predeminant emotion of
their hearts; and from hence proceed in a great
-meafure -al! their virtues 4nd their vices. A&uated
by this, they brave every danger, endure ‘the moft
exquifite torments, and expire triumphing in their for-
titude, not as a perfonal quahﬁcmon, but as a national
charalteriftic., -

From thence alfo flow that infatiable revenge to-
. wards thofe with whom they are at war) and all the

+ confequent hoxrors that difgrace ‘their tame. Their
uncultivated
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uncultivated mind being.incapable of judging of the

propriety of an action, in oppofition to their paflions,

which are totally infenfible to the controls of reafon

or humanity, they know not how to keep their fury

within any bounds, and confequently that courage

and refolution, which would otherwife do them hon-
-or, degenerates into a favage ferocity.

But this fhort differtation muft fuffice : the limits
of my work will not permit me to treat the fubject
more copioufly, or to purfue it with a logical regu--
larity. The obfervations already made by my read-
ers on the preceding ‘pages, will, I truft, render it
unneceflary ; as by them they will be enabled to form
a tolerable juft idea of the people I have beén deferib-
ing. Experience teaches, that anecdotes, and relas
tions of particular events, however trifling they might
appear, enable us to form a truer judgment of the
manners and cuftoms of a people, and are much more
declaratory of their real ftate, tharr the moft ftudied
and elaborate difquifition, witbout thefeaids. '~ .

:—‘:

CHAP. XVIL
o3 Tas12 LANGUAGE, HIEROGLYPHICS, i

THE principal languages of the matives of

North America may be divided into four clafles, as
they confift of fuch as are made ufe of by the, nations
of the Iroquois towards the eaftern parts of it, the
Chipeways or Algonkins to the northweft, the Naudos
weflies to the weft, and the Cherokees, Chickafaws,
&c. fo the fouth. One or other of thefe four, are ufed
by all the Indians who inhabit the parts that lic between
the coaft of Labradore north, the Joridas fo%tl;;;tlgg
Co ic
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Atlantic Ocewn eaft, and, as far as we can judge from
the difcoveries hitherto made, th.c Pacific Ocean on
the weft.

But of all thefe, the Chnpeway tongue appears to
be the moff prevailing 5 it being held in fuch efteem,
that the chiefs of every tribe, dwelling about the great
lakes, or to the weftward of thefe on the banks of the
Miffifippi, with thofe as far fouth as the Ohio, and as
far north as Hudfon’s Bay, confifting of more than
thirty different tribes fpeak this language alone in
their councils, nothtkﬁmdmg each has a peculiar
one of their own.

It will probably in time bccome nmvtrfal among
all' the Indian fations, as none of them attempt to
make excurfions to any great diftance, or are confid-
ered as qualified to carry on any negociation with a
diftant band, unlefs they have acquired the Chipeway
tongue. - -

At prefent, befides the Chxpeways, to whom it is
natural, the ~-Ottawaws, the Saukies, - the ~Ottagan.
mies, the Killiftinoes, the Nipegons, the bands about
Lake Le Pluye, and the remains of the Algonkins, or
Gens de Terre, all converfe in it, with fome little va-
riation of a diale@ ; but whether it be natural to thofe
nations, ‘or acquxred 1 ‘was net-able to difcover. I
am however of opinion that the barbarous and un-
contll didled i 4 she Winnedagods, the. Mexomoniey -
and many other tribes, will become in time totally ex-
$in&, and this be adopted in its ftead.

The' Chipetviy tongheis not encumbered with any
'unncccﬁ'ary tones or accents, neither are there any
words ' in 1t that' are fuperfluous ; 5 itis alfo eafy to
prononnee, and much’ more copxous than any other
Indtan latiguige. -

. As“thedndians are unacquamted with the polite
arts, or with the {ciences, and as they are firangers to
«ceremony, or- compliment, they neither have nor
nced an infinity of words whcrcthh to embellifh
their
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their difcotrfe. Plain and unpolithed in their mans
ners, they cnly make ufe of fuch'as ferve to denom-
inate t. e neeeflaries or convefiiences of life, and to
exprefs their wants, whlch in a ftate of nature can be
but few.

~-I have annexed hereto a fhort vocabulary of the

.. Chipeway language, and another of the Naudowef-

fies, but am not able to' reduce them to the rules of

‘ammar.

The latter is fpoken if a foft accent, withut- any
guttural founds, fo that it may be learnt with faeility,
and is pot difficult cither to be pronounced or writ-
ten. It is mearly as copious and expreflive as the
Chipeway 'tongue, and is the moft prevailing language
of any on the weftern banks of the Miflifippi, being
. in ufe, according to their account, among ali" the
nations that He to the north of the-Mefiorie, and exe=
tends as far weft as the fhores of the Pacific Oceam

As the Indians are not acquainted with letters, it
is very difficult to convey with precifion the exact _
found of their .words ; I have however endeavoured *
to write. them as near to the manner in which they
are exprefled, as fuch an uncertain mode will ad~.
. mit of.

Although the Indxans cannot communicate thexr
ideas by writing, yet they form certain bieroglyphics,
which, in fome meafure, ferve to perpetuate any ex~
traordinary tranfaltion, or uncommon event. 'Lhus
when they are on thein excurfions, and either intend
to preceed, or have been-on any remarkable enter-
prifie, they. peel the bark from the trees which lie in
thetd way, to give mtelligpence to thofe parties that
happan to be, at- a) diftance,. of .the path thcyz mug
purfue @ overtske them: 5:0: -

.The following) inftance wilk cprivey @ more pcrfe&
idea of the metiods they malte: uﬁl.of o th:smcaﬁony
thasiany- expmﬂims I can* ibaxhe.l . ,

P RS CORY SV thn

vyt
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When I left the Miffifippi, and proceeded up the
Chipeway River, in my way to Lake Superior, as re-
lated in my Journal, my guide, who was a chief of
the Chipeways that dwell on the Ottawaw Lake, near
the heads of the river we had juft entered, fearing
that fome ‘parties of the: Naudoweflies, with whom
his nation are perpetually at war, might accidentally
fall in with us, and before they were apprized of my
being in company, do us fome mifchief, he took the
following fteps : : C o

" He peeled the bark from a tree, near the entrance

_ of a river, and with wood coal, miXed with bear’s
greafe, their ufual fubftitute for ink, made in an un-
couth, but expreflive manner, the figure of the town
of the Ottagaumies. He then formed to the left a
man drefled in fkins, by which he intended to reprefent
a Naudoweflie, with a line drawn from his mouth to
that of a_deer, the fymbol of the Chipeways. - After
this he depictured ftill further to the left a canoe as
proceeding up the river, in which he placed a man
fitting with a_hat on; this figure was defigned to
reprefent an Englithman, or myfelf, and my French-

,man was drawn with a handkerchief tied round his
head, and rowing the canoe; to thefe he added fev-
eral other fignificant emblems, among which the
Pipe of Peace appeared painted on the prow of the
canoe. : :

The meaning he intended to convey to the Naudo-
weflies, and which I doubt not' appeared perfeétly
intelligible to them, was, that one of the Chipeway
chiefs had received a fpeech from fome Naudowefiie
chiefs, at the town of the Ottagaumies, defiring him
to conduét the Englithman, who had lately been among
them, up the Chipeway river ;: and that they thereby
required, that the Chipeway, notwithftanding he was
an avowed enemy, fhould not- be molefted by them’
on his paffage, as he had the care.of a perfon:whom
they eftcemed as onc of their nation.

Some
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“Some authors have pretended that the Indians have
armorial bearings, which they blazon with great ex-

- altnefs, and which diftinguith one nation from anoth-
er ; but I never could obferve any other arms among
them than the fymbols already defcribed. '

e

- A fhart VOCABULARY of the c;mn{m Lax-
_ GUAGE. .

N, B. This people do not make ufe either of the confonants, F, or 7.

A R

. A |
Aszove Spimink
Abandon - Packiton
Admirable "Pilawah
Afterwards Mipidach
All Kokinum
Always Kokali
Amifs Napitch
Arrive T akouchin
Axe Agacwet -
Athes Pingoe
Affift B Maavinewah
Ball Aleewin

Bag, or tobacco pouch  Cafpetawgan
Barrel Owentowgan
Beat Pakkite
Bear a Mackevah
Bear, a young one Makon
Beaver - Amik
Beavér’s tkin Apimin:

Be, or to be ﬁpaie qw
Beard Mifchiton
Becaufe Mewinch
Believe - Tilerimah

w

Belly
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Belly

Black

Blood

Body

Bottle

" Brother

Brandy or Rum
Bread :
Breech

Breeches

Buck .

Chief, a

Carry

Child, or Children
.Coat

Cold, I am \
Come on

Come to
Comrade
-Concerned
Corn

“Covering, or a blankct
Country

AN

Devil, or evil Spirit
‘Dog, a little one

N S S S
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%i/bemm t
rkaute

‘M jl’o'w
. Sln_/brgo

Neconnis
-Scuttawawbah

Pabasfbigan
Mifcoufah

" Kipokitie Koufap
Wafketch

_,.C/Jemah

T efbenckasy

Dkemaw

Petoy

"Bobelg ofbin

Capotewian :
Kekalch -

Moppa
. Pemotcha

Neechee
Tallemiffi

. Melomin
Wawbewion

Endawlawkeen

" Taguwawmiffii
-Olawgan

Nemeb

Shefhikavee

N

Mackoan

Alim ,

Neepo - )

Matcho-Manitou

Alemon - ) <
‘Pone,
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Done, it is done
Do
Doubtlefs
Drefs the kettle:
Drink
Drunken
Duck

E-

Earth

Eat

Eath

Englith.
Enough
Equal, or alike
Efteem

Eyes -

0 F..'
Faft
Fall
Far off-
Fat
Friend’
Father
Few, or little"
Fatigued
Field fown
Fire
Fire, to ftrike"
Find -
Fifth
Fork
Formerly
Fort oo
Forward
French
Freeze, to
Freezes hard

Shiab
Tofbiton
Ontclatoubah
Poutwah
Minikwah
Ouifquiba
Chickhip

Aukawin
Owiffiné
Rapegik
Sagaunsfb.
ﬂgmili%&
Tawbifcoub
Nawpetelimdw
Wifkinkhie

W aliebic
Ponkifin:
Watfaw

Pimmitee

" Niconnis

Noofah
Maungis
Taukwifi
Kittegaumic
Scutta
Scutecke
Nantounawarer
Kickon -
Naffawokawot
Piravego
Wakaigon
Nopawink
Nechtegoofh

Kifin
. I(}ﬁn Magat
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Full
Fufee or Gun
G

God, or the Great Spirit

Go by water
Girl

Give

Glafs, a mirror
Good

Good for nothing

Govern '

General, or Command-
er in Chief

Grapes
Great
Greedy
Guts
. H
Hare
Heart
Hate
Half
Hair, buman
Hair of beafts
Handfome
Have .
Head
_Heaven
" Herb
Here
Hidden
Home
Honor
Hot
How
How many
Hunt

. Moufinet
- Pafkeffigan

Kitchi Manitou

Pimmifearw

- Feckwaffin
" Millaw

Wawbeno
Cawlatch
Malatal
Tibarimaw
Kitchi Okimaw
Siméugan_i/b
Shoamin
Manatou
Sawj&wl_tﬁi i
Qlawbife

Wawpoos
Michewah

- Shingaurimaw

Nawbal .
Liffis

- Pewal

Canogininne
Tanduulaw
Ouftecouan
Speminkakwin
Majh
Aconda
Kemouch
Entayent
Mackawalaur
Akefbotta

Tawné

- Tawnemilik

Kewaffa s

Hut,
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Hut, or Houfe - Wig-Waum
I - -
Indians’ - Ifbinawbah
Iron " Perwawdick - e
Hland Minis ' '
Immediately - Webatch .o
Indian corn- Mittawniin T
Intirely v-i Nawpitch
Impoftor” - Mawlawtiffie- ‘
It might be fo * Tawneends . :
. K : .
Kettle Ackikons.”
King, or chief: * Okemaw
Keep Ganwerimaw
Knife. - Mockoman -
Knife that is crooked - Cootawgon
Know. Thickeremaw ' )
L - N v
Lake " Kitchigawmink
Laugh- Pawpi -
Lazy ~ Kittimi
Yame - Kikekate
Leave " Pockiton
Letter: Mowfignaugon?
Life - Nouchimowin - i
Love Saukie .
Long fince Stazfhia '
Land Carriage Cappatawgon - :
Lofe Packilaugué . . )
Lie down - ut W eepemaw - .
Little - Waubefbeen
M “
 Meat - Weas
Much Nibbilaw -
Man Alliffincpe St
March, to go- - Pimmo:ffie- o
-Marry vy Weewin - AR
o w2 Medicine

/
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Medicine © < Mafbitic )
Merchandife - Alokechigon
Moon - - Debicot
Mortar to ponnd in :* Poutawgon
Male . Nape
Miftrefs - Neremoufiu
N
Needle Shawbonkin -
Near Pewitch .
Nation - Irimee
Never Cawikkaw
Night Debicot
No - Kaw
Nofe Yoch
Nothing Kakego
Not yet Kawmifchi
Not at ali - . Kagutch
Noug}:&lgﬁ: for } . Molatat
O ? Kauwsfh
- Old uwefbine
Otter Nikkik
Other P . Contack
Pipe . - Poagan
Part, what part . Tawnapee
Play - Packeigo
) Powdcr, gun or, duﬁ Pingo :
Peace, to make. -  Pecacotiche
Pray ' - Tawlaimia
Proper Sawfega
- Prefently Webatch -
Peninfula Minniffin
Quick * . Kegach =
R .
Regard - Wawbenn -
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Red
Refolve
Relation

Refpe&t
Rain

Robe
River
Run, to

Sad

Sail

Sack, or Bag

Sea, or large Lake
" Shoes

Sorry
Spirit
Spoon
Star
Steal
Stockings
Strong

Sturgeon -+
" Sun

Ship, or large Canoe

" Mifoow
. - Tihelindon
Tawwemaw
. Tawbawmica
Kimmewan
. Ockolaw

Sippim

< Pitchebot
. Talimiffie

Pemefeaw

o Mafkimot
-+ Mgankitchigawmink

- Kitehs Cheman
Nifeottiffie

. Manitou

 Mickwon '
Alank
Kemautin

. Mittaus :
Mafbrauwih
Lawmack
Kiffis

" Simaugan

. Etwah, Etwak
W awbemo ’
Mapedod

- Papawkwéan
W ackan
Nippee
Mintepin
Emaundab

Tibbit
Mawbab

o Wotfaudehi

247
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This -
Truly-
Together-
Tobacco
Tongue
Tired

Too little
Too much
Thank you.
To-morrow

To-morrow the day after
W .

‘Warriors
‘Water
‘War
‘Way
‘Well then !
‘What is that ?:
‘What now ?-
‘Whence
‘Where
White '
‘Who is there 2.
Wind
‘Winter
‘Woman -
‘Wood
Wolf

Y -
Yeﬁerday
Yet :
Young
Yellow

CARVER’s TRAVELS.-

" Maundah
. Kikit

Nawmawavee

© Semay

Outon

Tawkonpe

Ofaummangis -
Offauné -
Megwatch ‘

. Wawbunk
. Oufwawbunk .

Smmugamgl.b
Nebb:

Nantavbaslaw

© Mickon. -

Tauncendah !
Wawwewin ? -

Quagonie ?

" Taunippi-.

Tabh
Waubé

" Quagonie Maubahi
- Loutin
< Pepeun -
. Iokawee
- Mittic

Mawbingon -

Petchilawgo
Minnewatch
Wifconekiffi

Wazzo-

The NUMERICAL Terms of the CHIPEW#¥s.

One -
Two

. Ninch

.P(?/lut ) o
“ Three
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Three _ Niffou

Four Neau

Five Naran

Six Ningoutwa/fou

Seven . Ninchowafou

Eight A " Niffowalfou

Nine Shongaffou

Ten =~ Mittauffou

Eleven Mittauffou Phfbik

Twenty Ninchtawnaw

Thirty  Niffau Mittawnaw

Forty : Neau Mittawnaw

Fifty : : Naran Mittgwnaw

Sixty ‘ Ningowtwaffos Mxﬂawm

Seventy Ninchowaffou Mittawnaw

Eighty },'0”' ou Mittawnaw

Ninety ngaffou Mittawnaw

Hundred Mittauffou Mzttmvnaﬁu ‘

N Mittauffon Mittay,

Thoufand | M{t'awﬂaw

A fhort VOCABULARY of the NaupowEssik
LanGUaGE.

A

Beaver Chavbah

Buffalo -~ Tausongo -

Bad Shejah

Broach Muzahootoo

Bear, ac Wabkonfbejalr

Canoe W aabtoh

Cold L Mechuetah

Child, a male Wechoakfeh

Child, a female Whacheekfeh

Come here - Hccooyouiyare
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D
Dead
Deer
Dog .
E.
Eat
Ears
Eyes
Evil

Fire

Father

Frenchman .

Falls of Water -

Friend .
. G'

F

Good
" Give
Go away

God, or the Great Spirit "

Gun-
Great -
Gold

Hear -

Horfe- .
Home, or domeftic -
Houfe

Heaven
L;

Ifon
I; or me-

K
-'King, or chief.
“Kill

L.
Little.

thlf/b. )
Tobinfoh

Shungufb

Echawmenaw -
Nookah
Efbtike
8hejab.

» ' Paaktah

Otah
Neehteegufb
Owabh Menah.
Kitchiwah

Wofbtah
Accooyeb”
Accoowah -
Wakon

Muzah wakon

- Tougo -

Mygaham

Nool:ﬂon

- Shucetonga
Shuab

Teehee -
wofbtah Tebee~

M uzah -
Meoh.

. Otab
- Negufbtaugaw

Iin

|
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Long
Lake
Love

' M
Much, .
‘More i
Moon
Mouth:
Medal
Mine
Milk

No
Near

:Oh!

-Pipe
_Pipe of Peace
R

N

0
P

Rain’
.Ring
Round

8
Smoke
Salt water
See, to
+ Sleep
Snake
Sun
Spirit
Spirituous Liquors
Snow
Surprifing
Silver

T
Tobacco '

Tongoom -

, Tongo Mench

Ehwahmeah
Otah

" Otenaw

Qweeh
Eeh
Muzah Otah
Mewah
Ltfawboh

‘Heyah

jee inaw
Hopiniyabie

'Sbanuaparw

Shanuapaw Waken

.Owah Menah

Muzamchupah
Chupah

Shaweah
Menis Queah

Efbtaw
' .Eﬁteemo

Omilifbcaw
Paahtah
Wakon
Meneh wakon
Sinnee
Hopiniayare
"quzab'am

Shaswfaffarw
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Talk Oawebchin

Tree Ockaw

There Dacké
Woman Winnokejah
Wonderful Hopiniyare
Water Mench

What Tawgo

Who is there? - T awpodaché ¢
WickedY Heyahachta
You -Chee .

Young Hawpawnaw
You are - Wafbtah Chea
You are a Spirit Wakon Chee
You are my good friend ~ Wafbtah Kitchiwah Chee
No Good Heyah Wafhtah

" The NUMERICAL Terms of the NaupowesstEs.

One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine
Ten
Eleven
Twenty
Thirty
Forty
Fifty
Sixty
Seventy

Wonchaw
Noompaw
Yawmonee
Tobok
Sawbutte *
Shamwco
Shaawcopee
Shabindohin
Neochunganong

- - Wegochunganong
Wegochunganong Wonchaw
Wegochunganong Noompaw
Wegochunganong Yawnonce
Wegochunganong Toboh
Wegochunganong Sawbuite
Wegochunganong Shawco -
Wegochungarong Shawcopee

Eighty
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. Wegochunganong Sha-
Eighty ) { lﬁndobzrg; 8

. Wegochunganong Nebo-
Ninety { chunganong
Hundred Opobng
Thoufand - . Wegochunganong Opabng.

To this fhort vocabulary of the Naudowflie lan-
guage, [ fhall adjoin a fpecimen of the manner m
which they unite their words. I have chofen for this
purpofe a fhort fong, which they fing, with fome kind
of melody, though not with any appearance of poetical
meafure, when they fet out on their hunting expedi-
tions : and have given as necar a tranflation as the dif-
fererce of the idioms will permit.

Meoh accorwah efbtaw paatah negufbtawgaw fbejab
thenah. Tongo Wakon meoh wofbta, paatah accoowab.
Hopiniyahie oweeh accooyee meoh, wofbta patah otoh to-
hinfob meoh tecbee.

I will rife before the fun, and afcend yonder hill, to
{ee the new light chafe away the vapors, and dxfperfc»
the clouds. Great Spmt, give me fuccefs. And
when the fun is gone, lend me, oh moon, light fufficient
to gu’tdc me with fafety back to my tent loaden with
deer ! :

CHAP. XVIIL.
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CHAPTER XVIIL.

or THE BEASTS, BIRDS, FISHES, REPTILES,
AND INSECTS, wHIiCH 4RE FOUND IN THE
" INTERIOR PARTS or NORTH AMERICA.

OF thefe I fhall, in the firft place, give a <cat-
ilogue, and afterwards a defcription of fuch only as
are either preuliar to this coyntry, or which difter in
fome material point from thofe that are to be met
" with in other realms. o

oF THE BEASTS.

"The Tyger, the Béar, Wolves, Foxes, Dogs, the
Cat of the Mountain, the Wild Cat, the Buffalo, the
Deer, the Elk, the Moofe, the Carrabou, the ‘Carca-
‘jou, the Skunk, the Porcupine, the Hedge-hog, the
‘Woodchuck, the Racoon, the Martin, the Fifher,
the Mufquath, Sgquirrels,- Hares; Rabbits; the Mole,
the Weezel, the Moufe,. the Doymoufe, the Beaver,
the Otter, the Mink, and Bats. ) L

+The TYGER. The Tyger of America refembles
in fhape thofe of Africa and Afia, bat is confiderably
imaller. Nor dges it appear to be fo fierce and rav.
. enous as they are. The colour of it is a darkifh fal-
‘low, and it is entirely -free from fpofs. I faw one om
an ifland in the Chipeway River, of which I had a
wvery good view, asitavas at no great diftance from
me. It fat upon. its hinder parts like a dog; and
did-not {eem either to be apprehenfive of our approach,
or to difcover any ravenous inclinations. It is, how-
ever, very feldom to be met with in this part of the
world. - )

The BEAR. Bears are very numerous on this
continent, but more particularly fo in the northern

parts
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parts of it, and contribute to furnith-both food and
*beds for almoft every. Indian nation. . Thofe of Amer-
ica differ in many refpets from. thofe either of
Greenland or Ruffia, they being not only fomewhat
{maller, but. timorous and inoffenfive, uniefs they are’
piniched by hunger, or fmarting from a wound. The .
fight of a man terrifies them-; and a dog will put feve<
ral to flight. They are extremely fond of grapes, and
will climb to the top of the higheft trees in queft- of
them. This kind of food rengers their ‘fleth excefl~-
ively rich, and finely flavoured ; and it is confequent-

. ly preferred by the Indians and traders to that of. any
other animal. The fat is very white, and befides be-_
ing fweet and wholefome, is poffefled of one valuavle
quahty, which is, that it never cloys. - The inhabit-
ants of thefe parts conftantly anoint themfelves with
it, and to- its efficacy they in a great meafure owe
their agility. The feafon for hunting the bear is
. dunng the winter ; when they take up their abode in
hallow trees,- or make themfelves dens in the roots -
of thofe that are blown down, the entrance of which:
they ftop up with branches of fir that lie fcattered
about. From thefe retreats it is faid they ftir not
whilft the weather continues fevere, and as it is wel
known that they do not provide themfelves with food,
they are fuppofed to be enabled by nature to fubfift
for fome months without, and during’ this time to-
continue- of the fame bulk.. -

The WOLF. The wolves of North Amer:ca are’
much lefs than thofe which are .met with-in other
parts of the world. They have, however, in com- |
mon with the reft of their {pecies, a wildnefs in their !
looks, and' a fiercenefs in their eyes ; notwithftanding ‘
which, they are far. from being fo ravenous .as thc
European wolves, nor will they ever attack a man, -
except they have accidentally fed on the flefh of thofe
flain in battle. When they herd: together, as they
eften do.in fhe wiater, they make a hideous and tgl-

riblg,
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rible noife. In thefe parts there are two kinds ; one
of which is of a fallow colour, the other of a dun, in-
clining to a black. _ :

The FOX. There are two forts of foxesin North
America, which differ only in their colour, one being
of a reddifh brown, the other of agrey; thofe of the
latter kind that are found near the river Miffifippi,
are extremely beautiful, their hair being of a~ filver

rey.
geI§OGS. The dogs employed by the Indians in
hunting appear to be all of the fame fpecies ; they

carry their ears eret, and greatly refemble a2 wolf
about the head. They are exceedingly ufeful to them

in their hunting excurfions, and will attack the fier-

ceft of the game they are in' purfuit of. They are

afo remarkable for their fidelity to their mafters ; but

heing ill fed by them, are very troublefome in their

huts or tents. ) .

The CAT of the Mountain. This creature is in
thape like a cat, only much larger. The hair or fur
refembles alfo the fkin of that domeftic animal ; the
colour, however, differs, for the former is of a reddifh
or orange caft, but grows lighter near the belly.
The whole fkin is beautified with black fpots of dif-
ferent figures, of which thofe on the back are long,
and thofe on the lower parts round. On the ears
there are black firipes. This creature is nearly as
. fierce as a leopard, but will feldom attack a man.

The BUFFALO. 'This beaft, of which there are
amazing numbers in thefe parts, is larger than an ox
has fhort black horns, with a large beard under his
chin, and his head is {fo full of hair, that it falls over
his eyes, and gives him a frightful look. Thereisa
bunch on his back which begins at the haunches, and -
increafing gradually to the fhoulders, reaches on to
the neck. Poth this excrefcence and its whole body
are covered with long hair, or rather wool, of 2 dun
or moufe colour, which is exceedingly valuable, efpe-

, ' . cially
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dally that on the fore part of the body. Its head is
larger ‘than a bull’s, witha very fhort neck’y the breaft
is broad, and'the body decrew.('y es towards the buttocks.
Thefe creatures will run away at the fight of a man,

and a whole herd will make off when they perceive;:
a-fingle dog. The fleth of the buffalo is excellent

food, its hide Ts cxtrcmely uféful, #nd the hair very -

proper for the manufature of various articles.

The DEER. There is bit one fpcies of dear
in North America, and thefe are higher and of a {lime’
mer make than thofe in Europe. Their fhape is near--
Iy the fame as the European, their colour of a deep

allow,  and their horns very large and branching.
This beaftis the fwifteft’ on the American plains, and.-
they herd together as they do in other countries.

the ELK greatly exceeds the deer'in fizé, being
in bulk equal to a horfe. Its body is fhaped like that
of a deer, only its tail Isremar xably fhort, being ‘not
more than three inches long.  Tlie colour of its hair,
which is grey, and not unlike that of a camel, but of
4 more reddith- caft, is nearly three inches in length,
and as coarfe ds 'that of 'a horfe. The horns of this
creature grow to'a prodigious fize, extending fo ‘wide

~that two- or three perfons might fit between them it

the fame time. Thcy are not-forked like thofe of a
deer, but have 2}l their teeth or branches on the out-
er edge. Nor "does the form of thofe of the elk re-
femble a deer’s, the former being flat, and eight or
tén inches  broad, whereas the latter are round and
conflderably arrower. They fhed their horns every
‘year” in the ‘month of February, and by Auguft -the
new ongs are’ nearly arrived: at their full growth.
Notwithftanding theiy fize, and the means’ of defence
nature has -furnithed thent with, they are as timorous

©as a'ideers, ’I'héxr fkin’ is vcrv uﬁfxﬂ, ‘and will drefs

as'well 45 that 68 - buck. l'hw feed ‘on grafs-in the
ummcr, and'on mo{'c of Duds in the wmrcr '

(- i all “;‘:‘Thc
Xa .o . . PR
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The MOOSE .is nearly about the fize of the elk,
and the harns of it are almoft as numerous as that
animal’s ; the tém of them, however, is not quite fo
wide, and they branch on both fides like thofe of a
deer. This creature alfo fheds them. every year.
Though its hinder parts are very broad, its tail is
not above an inch long. It has feet and legs like a
camel 3 its head is about two feet long, its upper lip,
is much larger than the under, and the noftrils.of it are
{p wide that 2 man might thruft his hand into them
a confiderable way. The hair of the moofe .is light
grey, mixed with a blackifh red. Itis very elaflic,
or though it be beaten ever fo long, it will retain its
original {hape. The fleth is exceeding good food, ea-
fy of digeftion, and very nourifhing. . The nofe or
upper lip, which is Jarge and loofe from the gums, is
cftecemed a great delicacy, being of a firm confiftence,
etween marrow and griftle, and when properly
dreffed, affords a.rich and lufcious dith. Its hide is
very proper for leather, being thick and firong, yet
foft_and pliable. The pace of this creature is always
a trot, which is fo expeditions, that it .is exceeded in
fwiftnefs but by few of its fellow inhabitants of thefe
woods. It is generally found in the forefts, where it
feeds on mofs and buds. - Though this creature is of
the deer kind, it never herds as thofe do. Moft au-
thors confound it with the elk, deer or carrabou, but
it is a fpecies totally different, as might be difcovered
by attending to the defcription I have given of each.
The CARRABOU. This beaft is not near fo:tall
as the moofe, however, it is fomething like it in fhape,
only rather more heavy, and inclining to the form of
an afs. . The horns of it are not flat as thofe of the
elk are, but round like thofe of the deer; they alfo
meet nearer together at. the extremities, and bend
morg over the face than either thofe of the elk or
moofe. It partakes of the fwiftnefs of the degr, and
is with difficulty overtaken by its purfuers. The fletb
of
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of it likewife is equally as good; the tohgue particu-
larly isin high"efteem.” The fkint being fmooth afid
free from veins, is as valuable as fhamoy. .

The CARCAJOU. ' This creature, which is of the
cat kind, is a terrible-enemy to the preceding four fpe-
cies of beafts. He-either comes upon them from fome
concealment unperceived, or climbs up into a tree,
and taking his ftation on fome of the branches, waits
tilt one of them, driven by an extreme of heat or cold,
takes fhelter under it ; when he faftens upon his
neck, and opéning the jugular vein, foon brings his -
prey to the ground. This he is enabled to do by his
long tail, with which he encircles the body of his ad-
verfary ; and the only means they have to fhun their,
. fate, is by flying immediately to the water ; by this
methody as the carcajou has a great diflike to that ele-
ment, he is fometimes got rid of before he can effe&t
his purpofe. :

The SKUNK. This is the moft extraordinary an-
imal thatthe American woods produce. It is rather
lefs than a pole cat, and of the fame fpecies; it is -
therefore often miftaken for that creature, but is very
different from it in many points. Its hair is long
and fhining, variegated with large black and white
fpots, the former moftly on the thoulders and rump;
its tail is very buthy, like that of the fox, part black,
and part white like its body 3 it lives chiefly in the
woods and hedges ; but its extraordinary powers are
only thewn when it is purfued. As foon as he finds
himfelf in danger, he gedts, to a diftance from
behind, a2 fmall fiream of water, of {o fubtile a nature,
and at the fame time fo powerful a fmell, that the
air is tainted with it for half a mile in circumference ;
and his purfuers, whether men or dogs, being almoft
fuffotated with the ftench, are obliged to give over
the purfuit. On this account heis called by the French,
Enfant du Diable, the Child of the Devil ; or Béte
Paante, the Stinking Beaft.- It is almoft impofiible to

. : , . defcribe
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deferibe the noifome effédts of the liquid with whick

this creature is fupplied by nature for fts defence. If

a drop of it fulls on your clothes, they are rendered
fo difagrecable that it'is imzoffible ever after to wear
them ; orif anv of it enters your eyelids, the pain be-
comes intolerable for a long time, and perhaps at laft
you lofe your fight. 'The imell of the fkunk, though
thus to be drcaded, is not like that of a putrid car-

cafs, but a firong feetid cffluvia of mufk, which dif-

pleafes rather from its penetrating power than from
its naufeoufnefs. It is notwith{tandiig, confidered as
conducive to clear the head, and to raife the fpirits.
This water is-fuppofed by naturalifts to be its urine 5
But I heve dificéted many of them that I have fhot,
and have found within their bodies, near the urinal
veflel, a finall receptacle of water, totally diftinét froin

the bladder which contained the urine, and from

which alone I am fatisfied the borrid ftench proceeds.-
After having taken out with great care the bag where-
in this water is-ledged, I have frequently fed'%n them,
and have found them. very {weet and good ; but one’
drop emitted taints not only the carcafs, but the whole

houfe, and renders every kind of provifions, that are-
in it, unfit for ufe. ‘With great jufticé therefore do-
the French give it fuch 2 diabolical name. o

The FORCUPINE. 'The body of an American::

porcupine is in bulk about.the fize of a fmall dog, but
* it'is botlr fhorterin length, and not {6 high from the
ground. It ~ariesvery much from thof¢ of other”
countries both in its fhape and the length of its quil’s.
The former is like that of a fox, except the Kead, which’
isnot fo fharprand-long, but refembles more that of:

a rabbit. Its body is covered with hair of a dark.

Brown, about .faur inches llong, great part of whick
are the thicknefs'of a ftraw, and aretermed its duills.
Thefe are wiite, withi' bldck poirits, Kollow and’ very
firong; efpecially thefe that: grow-on . ‘thel back: .= 'Fhé
~ quills ferve ‘this fereature fdr offcnfive:and deferifive.

T b : - " wedpons,

-
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weapons, which he darts at his enemies, and if they
peirce the fleth in the leaft degree, they will fink quite

nto it, and are not to be extralted without incifion. .
The Indians ufe them for boring their ears and nofe,

to infert their pendants, and alfo by way of orndment

in their ftockings, hair, &c. befides which, they great-

ly efteem the flefh. -

The WOOD CHUCK is a ground animal of the
fur kind, about the fize of a martin, being nearly fif-
teen inches long ; its body, however, is rounder, and -
its legs fhorter ; the fore paws of it are broad, and .
conftruéted for the -purpofe of digging holes in the
gtound, where it burrows like a rabbit ; its fur is of a
grey colour, on the reddifh caft, and its fleth tolerable
food. : ,

The RACOON is fomewhat lefs in fize thana bea-
ver, and its feet and legs are like thofe of that crea-
ture, but fhort in proportion to its body, which re-
fembles that of a badger. The fhape of its head is
much like a fox’s, only the ears are fhorter, more
round and naked ; and its hair is alfo fimilar to that
animal’s, being thick, long, foft, and black at the
ends. On its face there is a.broad firipe that runs
acrofs it, and includes the eyes, which are large. Its
muzzle is black, and at the end roundith like that of .
a dog; the tecth are alfo fimilar to thofe of a2 dog
in number and fhape ; the tail is long and round, with
annular ftripes on it like thofe of a cat ; the feet have
five long flender toes, armed with fharp claws, by
which it is enabled to climb up trecs like a monkey,
and to run to the very extremities of the boughs. Tt
makes ufe of its fore feet, in the manner of hands, and
feeds itfelf with them. The fleth of this creature is
very good in the months of September and O¢tober,
when fruit and nuts, on which it likes to feed, are

enty.

The MARTIN is rather larger than a fquirrel,
and fomewhat of the fame make; its legs and claws,

. .. however,
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however, are gpnfiderably fhorter. Its eard are fhiort;:
broad, and roundifh, and its eyes thine -in the- night.
like thofe of a cat. The whole body is covered with
fur of a brownifh fallow colour, and there are fome in’
the more northern parts- which are black 5 the fkins
of the latter are of much- greater value than the oth-
ers. the tailis covered with long hair, wlilth mikes
it appear thicker than it really is. Iis flefh is foime-
times eaten, but is net in any great efteem.

The MUSQUASH, or MUSK RAT, is fo term-
ed for the exquitite mufk which it affords. It appears
t6 be a diminutive of the beaver, being endowed with
al the properties of thdt fagacious animal, and wants
nothing but fize and firength, being not much bigger
than a large rat of the Notway breed, to.rival the
creature it fo much refembles. Was it not for its
tail, which is exa@lly the fame as that of an Europe-
an rat, the ftrufture of their.bodies is fo much alike,
efpekially the head, that it might be taken.for a fmall
beaver. Like that creature it builds.itfelf a cabin, but
ofalefé perfect conftruftion, and’ taKes. npits abode
near the fide of fome piece of water. In the fpring
they leave their retreats, and in pairs fubfift on leaves
and roots till the fummer comes on, when they feed
on ftrawberries, rafberries, and: fuch other fruits as
they can reach. At the approath - of winter they fep-
arate, when each takes up.its lodging apart. by itfelf in
fome hollow of a tree, where they remain quite un-
provided with food, and there is the greateft reafon to.
believe, fubfift without any till the return of fpring.

SQUIRRELS. There are five forts of fquirrels
in America ; the red, the grey, the black, the- varje-.
Fated and the flying. The two former are exaétly the

ame of thofe of Europe ; the black are fomewhat
larger, and differ-from thém.only in. colour ; the vari-
egated alfo refemble them in fhape and figure, but are-

. very beautiful, being finely firiped with white or grey,

and fometimes with red and black. ‘The American
flying




m— -

CARVER’s TRAVELS. . 263

flyirg fquirrelis much lefs than the European, being
not above five inches long, and ef aruflet grey or afth-
colour on.the back; and white on the under.parts. It
has black . prominent cyes, like thofe of the moufe,
with a long, flat broad tail. By a membrane on each
fide, which readhes from its fore to its hind legs, this
‘ereature is enabled vo leap from ome tree to unother,
even if they fland a confiderable diftance apart; this

- 1oofe fkin, which.it is emabled to firetch out like a fail,

and by which it is bouyed up, is about two inches
broad, and is cevered with a fine hair or down. It
feeds upon the .fame provifions as .the .others, and is
eafily tamed.. - C . :

The BEAVER. - This ereature bas becn fo often
treated off, and. his uncommon abilities fo minutely
defcribed, that any further account of ..it. will appear -
xunneceffary ; however, for the benefit of thofe of my
readers'who are not fo well acquainted with the form
and properties of. this fagacious and ufeful animal, I
thall give a concife defcription.of it. The beaver i
an amphibious quadruped, which cannot live for any
fong time in .the water, and it is faid is even able to
exift entirely without it provided it-has the conveni-
ence of fometimes bathing itfelf. The largeft beavers
-are neatly four feet in length, -and about fourteen or

fifteen iinches in breadth over the haunches ; they

weigh nbout fixty -pounds. 1Its- head is like that of |
the otter, but larger 5 jts fnout is pretty long,” the eyes
Amall, the ears fhort, round, hairy on the outfide, and
fnooth within, and -its teeth wery 'long 4 the under
teeth ftand out of their mouths about the breadth of
shirce fingers, and the upper half a finger, all of which
.are broady crooked, firong,.and tharp ; befides thofe
teeth’ called the-incifors, which . grow double, are fet
yery deep-in their jaws, and bend like the edge of an
axe, they have fixteen grinders, eight on each.fide,
four above and four below, diretly oppofite to each
pother.  With the former they are able to cut doyn

: - trees
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trees of a confiderable fize, with the latter to break
the hardeft fubftances. Its legs are thort, particular-
ly the fore legs, which: are only four or five inches
long, and not urlike thofe of a.badger ; the toes of the
fore feet are feparate, the mails placed obliquely, -and
* are hollow like quills ; but the hind feet are quite
different, and furmihed with membrazies between the
toes. By this means it can walk, though but flowly,
and is able to fwim with as much eafe as any other
aquatic animal. The tail of this animal fomewhat re-
fembles a fith, and feems to have no manner of rela-
tion to the reft of the body, except the hind feet, all
- the other parts being fimilar to thofe of land animals,
The tail is” covered with a fkin furnifbed with fcales,

that aré joined together by a pellicle ; thefe fcales are
about the thicknefs of parchment, nearly a line and
a half in length, and generally of a hexagonical fig-
ure, havmg fix corners; it is about eleven or twelve

inches.in length, and broader in the.middle, where
it is four inches over, than either at the reot or the
extremity. It is about two inches thick near the bo-
dy, where it is almoft round, and grows gradually
thinner and flatter to the end.  The colour of the
beaver is different according to the different climates
in which it is found. In the moft northern parts

they are generally quite black ; in more temperate,
brown ; - their colour becoming lighter and lighter as
they approach towards the fouth. The fur is of two
forts all over the body, except at the feet, where it is
very fhert ; that which is the longeft, is generally in
length about an inch, but on the back it fometimes
extends-to two inches, gradually diminifhing . towards
-the head and tail. This part of the fur is harth,
coarfe and fhining, and of little ufe ; the other part
confifts of a very thick and fine down, fo foft that it
feels almoft like filk, about three quarters of an inch
in length, and is what is commonly manufatured.
Caftor, which is ufeful in medicine, is produced from
the
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the body: of this creapure ; it was formerly believed
te ‘be its tefticles, -but later difcoveries have fhown
that it is contained in four bags,fituated in the lower
belly. Two of which, that are called the fuperior,
from their being more elevated than the others, are
filled with a foft, refinous, adhefive matter, mixed
with fimall fibres, greyith without, and ycllow, within,
of a ftrong, difagreeable, and penctrating feent, and
very inflammable. This is the .true caftoreum ; it
hardens.in the. air, and becomes brown, brittle, and
friable. The inferior bags contain an unttuous li-
quor like heney ; the colour of which is a pale yellow,
and its odor fomewhat different from the other, being
rather weaker and more difagreeable 3 it however
thickens as it grows older; and at length be-
comes about the confiftence of tallow. This has al-
fo its particylar ufe in medicine ; but it is not fo val-
.uable as the true caftorenm. -

The ingénuity of thefe creatures in building their
.cabins, and in providing for their fubfiftence, is tru-
ly wonderful. Whan they. are about to chufe them- -
felves a habitatian, they aflemble in companies fome-
times of two-or three hundred, and after mature de-
liberation fix on a place where plenty of provifions
and all neceffaries are tobe found. Their houfes are
-always fituated in the water, and when they can find
neither lake nor pond adjacent, they gndeavour to
fupply the defect by ftopping the current of fome
brook or fmall river, by means.of a caufeway or dam.
For this purpofe they fet about felling of trees, and
they take careto chufe out thofe ¢hat grow above
the place where they intend to build, that they may
fwim down with the current. Having fixed on
thofe that are proper, three aor four beavers placing
themf{elves round a large .one, find means with their .
ftrong tecth to bring it down. They alfo prudently .
contrive that it fhall fall towards the water, that they
may have the lefs way to Ygasrynit. After they have, .

by
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by a continuance of the fame labor and mduﬁ:qy,
cut it into proper lengths, they roll thefe into the
water, and navigate them towards the place where
theyamto be employed.. - Without entering more

sninutely into the meafures they purfue in the con-
ftru€tion of their dams, I hall only remark, that hav-

jng prepared a kind of mortar with their feet, and
laid’it on with their tails, which they had before made
ufe of to t;;!(,?m it Yo the place whcre it is rcgmﬁte,
they conft them with as much fol;dnty and regys
larity as. the moft ,e'x,genenced -workmeén could “do.
“The formation of their -cabins is no lefs amazing.

“Thefe are either built on poles in the middle of the
{mall hakes they have thus formed, on the bank of 3
.siver, or at the extremity of fome point of land that
advances inte alake. The figure of them is round
or oval, and they are fafthioned with an ingenuity e-
qual to their dams. "Two thirds of the edifice ftands
‘above the water, and this part is fuﬂicxcnthl‘y capacious
to contain eight or ten inhabitants. Each beaver
Thas his place affigned him, the ficgr of which he cu-
rioufly ftrews with leaves, or fmall branches of the
- ‘pine tree, fo as to render it clean and comfortable ;
‘and their cabins are all fituated fo contxguous to each
othcr, as to allow of ‘an eafy communication. The
winter never furprifes thefe animals before their bufi-
nefs is completed ; for by the latter end of September
thcxr houfés are ﬁm{hed, and their ftock of provifions

is ‘generally laid in. Thefe confift of fmall pieces of
‘wood whofe texture is foft, fuch as the poplar, the
afpin, or willow, &c. which they lay up in piles, and
difpofe of in fuch manner as to preferve their moift-

‘ure. Wasi to cnumerate every inftance of fagacity
that is to be difcovered in thefe animals, ~they would
filt avolume, and prove not enly emertammg but in-
ftruting. _
» The OTTER. This creature alfo is amphibious,

and greatly refembles a beaver, butis very dnﬁ;rnmt
. om
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from it in'miny refpefs. Its bodyis: nearly as long
as a beaver’s but confiderably lefs'in all itsparts. The
muzzle, eyes, ind- the form of the head are nearly
the {ame, bat the teéth are very unlike, for the otter’
wants the large incifors ér nippers: thdt a beaver has ;'
inftead of thefe, all his teeth, without any diftintjon,
are {Haped like thofe of a dog’ ef wolf: The hair alv
fo of the former is not half fo long as that belonging
to the latter, nor-is the color of it exaétly the fame,
for the hair 6f an ottér  undér the’ neck,-ftomach, and
belly, is more gréyifly’ than- that of a beaver, and in
many other refpeds it' kikewife variesi- This animal,
which is met with in’ meft parts of the world, but in-
much gréater number$” in North -America, is very
mifchievous, and when he'is:clofely purfued; will not-
only attack dogs but men? . , ) )

It gener:lly feeds upon fith; efpecially in the fum.-
rier, but in the winter: is contented- with the bark of
trees, ot the produce of the fields. Its fleth both
taftes and'{mells of fifh; and' is not wholefome food;
though it'is fometimes eaten thrbugh neceffity.- =

‘The MINK is' of the otter-kind, and {fubfifts in’
the famie manneri In fhapé and fize it réfembles a;
pole cat; being equally long and flender.. Its fkin is"
“blacker' than that of an ottery or almoft any’ other
creaturé ; “ as-black: as- a mink;” being a<proverbial,-
expreflion in America; it is-not:However fo:valdable,.
though this greatly’ depends: on the feafon: in which-
it is taken.. Its tail'isround liké that of a fnake, but
growing flattifh towards. the end, and is entirely withe-
out hair. Arnagreeable muiky fcent exhales fromits:
"body ; and it is'met'with near the fources of rivers, en:
whofe banks it-chiefly lives. .

oF THE BIRDS.
THE Eagle, the Hawk, the Night Hawk, the Fifh

Hawk, the Whipperwill, the Raven, the Crow, the
- Owl,
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Owl, Parrots, the Pelican, the Crane, the Stork, the
Cormorant, the Heron, the Swan, the Goofe, Ducks,
"Teal, the Loon, the Water Hen, the Turkey, the
Heath Cock, the Partridge, the Quail, Pigeons, the
Snipz, Larks, the Woodpecker, the Cuckoo, the Blue
Jay, the Swallow, the Wakon Bird, the Black Bird,
the Red Bird, the Thrufh, the Whetfaw, the Night-
inggle, the King Bird, the Robin, the Wren, and the
Humming Bird. :

The EAGLE. Thereare only two. forts of eagles
in thefe pasts, the bald and the grey, which are much
the fame in fize, and fimilar to the fhape of thofe of -
other countrics. N .

‘The NIGHT HAWK. This bird is. of the hawk
fpecies, its bill being crooked, its wings formed for
{wiftnefs, and its fhape nearly like that of the com-
mon hawk; byt in fize # is confiderably lefs, and in
color rather darker. It is fcarcely ever feen but in
the evening, when at the approach of twilight, it flies
about, and darts itfclf in wanton gambols. at the head
of the belated traveller. Before a thunder thower thefe
birds are fuen at an amazing height in theair affem-
bled together in great numbers, as fwallows are obferva
ed to do-on the fame occafion,

The WHIPPERWILL, or, as it is termed by the In-
dians, the Muckawifs. This extraordimary bird is fome-
what like the laft mentioned in its {hape and eolor,

~ only it has fomre whitifly firipes acrofs the wings,
and like that is feldom ever feen till after funfet. It
alfo is never met with but during the fpring and fum-
mer months. . As foon as the Indians are informed
by its notes of its return, they conclude that the froft:
is entirely gone,in which they are feldom deceived ;-
aad on receiving this affurance of milder weather, be-
gin to fow their corn. [t acquires its name by the noife
it makes, which to the people of the colonies founds
like the name they give it, Whipperwill: to an In-~
dian ear, Muckawifs. The words, it is true, are
ol " not

N
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pot exactly alike, but nearly in this'manncr they’ ftrike
the imagination of each ; and ‘the circumftance is a-
proaf that the. fame . founds, if they are not rendered -
certain by being reduced to the rules- of .orthography,
might convey different ideas to different people. As- -
foon as night comes on, thefe birds will place them- -
felves-on the fences; ftumps; or ftones that lie near -
fome houfe, and' repeat their -melancholy notes ‘wjth~
out any variation till midnight. The Indians, and:
fome of the inhabitants of the back {ettlements, think
ifthis bird perches upon-any houfe, that it. betoLens -
fema ‘mithap ¢o the ‘mhabitants of. it.~
‘The FISH HAWK .greatly refembles the latter in?
its {hape, and receiveshis name from-his food, which -
-is -generaily fith-; it fkims over the lakes and rivers -
and fometimes {eoms to lic expanded on ‘the water, as
he hovers fo clofe to it, and having by fome attractive
power drawn the fith within i#s reach, darts fudden- -
1y upon themi The *charm. it:makes uft of is fuppofs
ed to be an oil contained in a fmall bag in the body; .
and which natuse has by fome means or other, fuppli- -
ed him with the power of ufing for this purpofes;:
it is however very certain that any bait touched with -
a.drop of the oil colleted from this bird, is an irrefift- -
. ible lure. for-all forts of fifh, and mfnres the adgler:
great fuceefs:~ :
The OWL.. The mﬂy fort of owls that 'is -found "
on the banks of the Miffifippi is extremely beautiful in .
its plumage, being of a fine-deepy yellow or gold cole-
or, : piéafingly fhaded and fpatted. -
'he CRANE.. There.is.2 kind of 3 crme in thefe
‘parts; whieh is callod by Father Hennipin a pelican,
that is' about:she fize of tho European crane, of'a
greyith . color, and. with ‘long legs ; - but this fpecies
differs from adliothers m ifs tall, which is about twelve, .
inched’ l(mg an& one inch and an-half broad, of which
bieadth it gontinues to ﬁ:emd, where it -is blunted,.
aad reund lika a..paddle its tongue is of the fame
Jength. . DUCLS
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v DUCKS. Among a variety of wild ducks, the
different fpecies of which amount to upwards of twen-
ty, I fhall confinc my defcription to one fort, that is,
the wood duck, or, as the French term it, Canard
Branchus. This fowl reccives its name from its fre-
quenting the woods and perching on the branches of
trees, which no other kind of water fowl (a charaéter-
iftic that this ftill preferves) is known to do. It is
‘nearly of a fize with other ducks; its plumage is
beautifully  variegated, and very brilliant. The fleth
of it alfo, as it feeds but little on fifh, is finely flavour-
ed, and much fuperior to any other fort.

The TEAL. I have already remarked in my jour-
nal, that the teal found on the Fox River and the
head branches of the Miflifippi, arc perhaps not to
be equalled for the fatnefs and delicacy of their fleth
* by any ‘other in the world. "In color, fhape, and
fize they are very little different from thofc found in

--other countries. ’ , :

The LOON is a water fowl, fomewhat lefs than a
teal; and is a fpecies of the dobchick. Its wings are
fhort, and its legs and feet large in proportion to the
body 3 the coler of it is a dark brown, nearty ap-
proaching to black ; and as it feeds only on fifh, the

“fleth of it is very ill flavoured: 'Thefe birds are exceed-
ingly nimble and expert at diving, fo that it is almoft
'impoflible for one perfon to fhoot them, as they will
-dexteroufly aveid the fhot by diving before they reach
-them; fo that it requires three perfons to kill one of
- them, and this can only be. done the moment it raifes
*#ts head out of the water as it returns to the furface
‘ aftér“diving. It however only repays the trouble
taken to obtain it, by the excellent fport it affords. .
+. The PARTRIDGRE. There are three forts of par-
~tridges -here,’ the bréwn, the red, and.the black; the
firft-of ‘which is moft étcemred. They are ali much
*larger than the European partridges, being nearly the
‘lize-of a‘heq pheafant ; their head and cyes are hﬂh‘:

i
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like that bird, and they have all long tails, which they
{pread like a fan, but not exe&t; but contrary to the
cuftom of thofe in ather countries, they will perch
on the branches of the poplar and black birch, on.the
buds of which they feed early in the morning and in:
the twilight of the evening, during the winter months, .
when they are eafily {hot.
* The WOOD: PIGEON is/nearly - the fame as- ours,
and there are fuch ‘prodigious quantities of them on
the banks of the Miflifippi, that they will fomenmes
" darken the fun for feveral minutes. .

The WOODPECKER:. This.is.a very beauitiful
bird ; there is. one fort whofe feathers. are 2 mixture
of various colors; and another that is. brown all over
the bady, except the head and neck, which are.of a
fine red.  As this bird is fisppofed to'make a greater
noife than ordinary at particular times, it is conje&ured
his cries then dgnote rain. -

The BLUE JAY. This bird is (haped nearly like
the European jay, only that its tail is longer. On the
top .of its head is'a creft of blue feathers, which is
raifed or let down at pleafure. The lower part of the -
neck behind,. and the back, are of a purplifh color,
and the upper fide of the wings and tail, as well as
the lower part of the back and. rump, are of a fine
blue ; the extremities of the wings are blackiih, faintly
tintured with dark blue on- the- edges; whilft .the
other parts of the wing are barred aerofs - with black
inan elegant manner. Upon the whole this bird can
Acarcely be exceeded in beauty by any ef the winged
‘inhabitants of this or other climates.” It bas the fame
jetting monon that jays genmerally have, . andits cry is

far more . . Ca .
The WAKS%I BIRD, as it is tenmed by:the I
dians, sppears to be of the {ame figkcies as: the birds

. of paradife. The mame they have.given it, is expref-
five of its fuperior excellence, and the vencmation they
.have.for its. thc wakon bird being sin their. languascme
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the bird of the Great Spirit. It is nearly the fizc of
a {wallow, of a brown color, fhaded about the neck
with a bright green; the-wings ar¢ of a darker brown
than the body; its tail is compofed of four . or- five
feathers, which arc three times as-loag.as-its bedy,
and which are beautifully fhaled with green-and pur-
ple. It carries this fiae length -of plumage in- the fame
manner as a peacock does, but it-is not known wheth-
er it ever raifes it into the ereét. pofition that birds-
fom:timss do=s.. I never faw any of thefe birds in the:
colonies, but the Naudowefli: Indians caught feveral
of them - when I was in their country, and feemed to
treat them as if they were of a- fuparior rank.to any -
other of the feathered race.. .
The BLACK BIRD: There are three forts of

birds in North America that bear this namne; the firft -
is the common, or as-it is there termned, the crow
black bird, which is-quite black; and of the fams fize
and fhape of thofe in Furope, but it-has not that mel-
ody in in its notes which they.-have. In the month of ©
September this fort fly insarge flights; and do -great.
miichief to the Indian "Corn, which is-at that time
juit ripe. . 'T'he fecond fort is the red-wing, which is -
‘rather fmaller than -the firft:fpecies, but like that it is-
‘black all over its body, “except. on the : lower- rim .of .
the wings, where it is of a fine, bright, full fcarlet. "It .
builds its neft, and chiefly reforts among .the fmalt
bafhes that grow in meadows-and low, fwampy plac=
is. t+' It whiftles. @ few notes, but is: nat' equal .in
&es forg to. the European-black bird. . - The third fort is -
of the fame fiwe as the latter, and is jet. black. like®
thet but all.the upper past of the wing, juft:below the -
back, is of a fine clear white ; as if .nature.intended to
diveriify;¢he fpecies, and.to atona for .the want of a.
raelodidus ‘pipe - by the beauty. of its' plamage; for.
dhis afa . is -defigient . im its ‘mofical powers. - g
beiks of -every fort are of -a full yellow, and the fee-
males of each .ofia Taiky Mack like the European. Th;

€ -
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The RED BIRD is about the fize of a qurrow,
but with a long: tail, "andiis all over of a bright ver-
million color, I faw many of them about the Ottawaw
Lakes, but I could not :learn that they fung. I alfo
obferved in fome other parts a bird of much the
fame make, that was entirely of a fine yellow. .

The WHETSAW .is of the cuckoo kind, being .
like that, a folitary bird, and fcarce]y ever feen. In
the fummer months it is heard in the groves, where
it makes a noift like the filing of a faw, from which
it receives its name.

The KING BIRD is like a fwallow, and feems ‘to
be of the fame fpecies as the black martin or fwift.
¥t is called the King Bird becdufé it is able to mafter
almoft every bird that flies. I have oftcn feen it brmg
down'a hawk.

The HUMMING BIRD. This beautiful ‘bird;

- which is the fmalleft of the feathered inhabitants of
the air, is about the third part of the fize of a wren
and is fhaped extremely like it.. Its legs, which are
about an imch long,  appear like two fmall' needles,
and its body is proportionable to them. - But fts plum=
age exceeds defcription. © On its head it has a fmall
tuft of jetty, thining black; the breaft of it is red;
the belly white, the back, ‘wings,. and tail of .the fineft.
pale green; and fmall fpecks of gold are fcattered:
.with inexpreflible grace over the whole ; befides this;.
an almoft imperceptible down foftens the cdlors, and
produces. the. moft pleafing fhades. With its bill,
which is of the fame diminutive fize as the other parts of
its body, it extrads from the flowers a moifture which
is its nourifhment ; over thefe it hovers like a'bee, but’
never lights on them, moving at the fame time its
wings with fuch velocity that the motion of ‘them is-
smperceptible ; notwithftanding which they make a.
hum.mmg noife, from whence 1t teccuzes its name,.

o®
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e THE FISHES WHICH. ARE FOUND IN THE
WATERS OF THE MISSISIPRI.

1 have already giverr a-defcription of thofe that are’
" taken in the great lakes. :

‘The Sturgeon; the. Pout or Cat Fifli, the Fike, the
Carp, and the-Chub: ‘ ’ _

. The STURGEON.. The frefh water fturgeon is-
fhaped.in-no-other refpely’ like "thofe taken near the:
fea, except in the formation- of its head and tail;.
which are fafhioned in:thé¢ faine mammer; but the bo-

dy is not fo anigulated, nor are there fo many herny”
frales about it ason the latter:  Its length is generally-
about two fect and a: half or three feet-long, but

in circumference not proportionable, . being a flender
fith. The fleth is exceedingly delicate and finely fla--
voured ; T caught fome in the head waters of the riv--
er St. Croix that. far exceeded.- trout.- The manner
of taking them-is by watching them-as they- lie-under-
the banks in-a dear ftream, and darting at them:
with a fifh-{pear ; for they will not takea bait. There:
is alfo in the Miffifippi, and there are only, another fort.
than the-fpecies I have defcribed; which is fimilar to

it in every refpect, except-that the upper jaw extends
fourteen or fifteen: inches® beyond: the umder;. this:
extenfive jaw; which-is of a griftly fubftance, is three.
inches and.a-half broady and continues of that breadth, .
fomewhat in the ‘ihapes of an oar, to the'end; which-
is flat. The fleth.of this fith, however, is not to be

eompared. withs the- other fort, and.is not fo-much-
efteemed:even by the Indians.

The: CAT FISH.. This. fifh is' abent' eighteen-
inches lcng ; of a brownith color, and without fcales.
It has a large round head, from whence it receives
its name, on different parts of which grows three or
four firong, fharp horns, about two inches long. Its-
fins are alfo very bony and ftrong, and without great

carc



CARVER’s TRAVELS. a5

<are will pierce the hands of -thofe who take them.
1t weighs cpmmonly about five or fix ponnds ; the
fleth of it is exceffively fat and lufcious, and greatly
refembles that of an ell’in its flavour."

The CARP and CHUB are much the fame as
ithofe in Englarid, and nearly about the fame fize.

or 8ERPENTS. .
“The Rattie Snake, 'tli,c',Lon/g ‘Black -'Sndké, the

“Wall or Houfe Addér, the Striped or Garter Snake,
-the Water Snake, the Hifltag Siiake, the Green Snake,

“ithe Thorntail Snake, the Speckled Snake, the Ring

Snake, the Two-headed Snake, : .
The RATTLE SNAKE. There appears to be
two fpecies .of this reptile; one .of which is com=
monly termed the Black, and the other the Yellow ;,
2and of thefe the latter is generally confidered’ as the .
largeft. At their full growth they are upwards, of
five feet long, and the middle part of the body, at .
which it is of the greateft bulk, meafures about nine,
inchesround. From that part it graduarl}y decreafes
both towards the head and the tail he neck is’®
proportionably very fmall, and the head bread and:
deprefled. Thefe are of a light brown color, the
iris of the eye red, and all the upper part of the body
brown, mixed with a ruddy yellow, and chequered
with many regular lines of a deep black, gradually
fhading towards a gold colar, In fhort, the whole of
this dangerous reptile is very beautiful, and could it
be viewed with lefs terror, fuch a variegated arrange-
ment of colors would be " extremely pleafing.  But
thefe are only to be feen in their higheft perfetion
at the time this creature is animated by refentment;
then every tint ruthes from its fubcutaneous recefs,
and gives the furface of the fkin a deeper ftain. The
belly is of a palith blue, which grows fuller as it ap-
proacha the fides, and js at length intermixed wi& .
1
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the color of the upper part.” The rattle at its tafl,
from which it receives its' name, iss compofed of .a
firm, dry, callous, or horny fabftance of 3 light brown,
and confifls of 2 munber of cells' which articulate one
within another, like joints'; and which increafe eve-
ry year, and make known the age of the creature.
Thefe . articulations 'being very loofe, the included
points firike againft the mner furface of the concave
parts or rings into which they are admitted, and as
the fnake vibrates, or-fhakes:its:tail, makes a rattling
noife. . This alarmJs always given when it is appre-
henfive:of danger 5 and in.an inftant after forms itfelf
. into a- fpiral wreath, in the contre of ‘which appear
the head erec, and breathing forth vemgeance againft
either man or beaft that fhall dave to come near it.
In this atfitude He awaits the approach of his ene-
mies, rattling his tail as he fees or hears them coming-
on. By this timely intimation, which heaven feems
to have provided as a means to counteraét the mif~
chicef - this venomous reptile would .otherwife be the
perpetratorof, the unwary traveller is apprifed of his
danger, and has an .opportunity of avoiding it. It
is ‘however to be obferved, that it never aéts offen-
fively ; it neither purfues nor flies from any thing
that approaches it, but lies -in the pefition defcribed,
rattling his tail, as if relutant to hurt. The tecth
with which this ferpent effets his poifonous purpo-
fes ‘are not thofe he makes ufe of on ordinary occa-
fions; they are only two in number, very fmall and
fharp pointed, and fixed in 1 finewy fubftance that
lies near the extremity of the upper jaw, refembling
the claws of a cat ; at the root of each of thefe, might
be extended, contralted, or entirely hidden, as need
requires, are ‘two {mall bladders which aature has fo
coaftruéted, that at the {ame inftant an-incifion is
-made by the teeth, a drop of a greenifh, poifonous li-
quid enters the wound, and ‘taints with its deftruc,
tive quality the whole mafs of bloed. In a moment

' v the
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the unfortunate vi&im of its wrath fecls a ‘chilly tre-’
aner run througlr all his frame; a fwelling ifninedi-‘:
ately begins on the fpot where the teetli had entered,
which fpreads by- degrees vverrthe "whole body, and
produces on every part' of the fkin the variegated”
hue of the fnake. 'The bite of this reptile is mere ot
Tefs venomous, according to.the feafon of the year -
in which it isgiven.  In the dog days, it often proves
inftantly mortal, and efpecially if -the wound is made
among the fitews, fituated in the back part of the
leg, above the heel; but in the fpring, ta actumn, or
during a cool day which might happen in the fum-
mer, its bad effeéts are to be prevented by the imme-
diate application of ‘proper remedies ; and thefe Pfo- -
vidénce has bounteoufly fupplicd, by caufing the Rat-~
tle Snake Plantain, an approved antidote to the pai-
fon of thig creature, to grow in great profufion where®
ever they are to be met with. 'There are. likewife.
{everal other remedies befides this, for the venom of

its bite. A deco@ion is made of the buds or bark

of the white ath; taken internally, prevents its per-,
nicious effefts. ‘Salt is a newly difcovered remedy,
and if applied immediately to the part, or the.wound
be wafhed with brine, a cure might be affured: "The
fat of the reptile alfo rubbed on it, is frcquently found
to be very efficacious. But though the lives of the
perfons who have been bitten might be preferved by
thefe, and their health in fome degree reftored, yet
they annaally experience a flight return of the dread-
ful fymptoms about the time they received the inftil-
Iastion.  However remarkable it may appear, it is cer-
tain, that though the venom of this creature affedls,
in a greater or lefs degree, all animated nature, the
hog is an exception to the rule, as that animal will
readily deftroy them without dreading their poi-
fonous fangs, and fatten on their flefh. It has been
often obferved, and I cah confirm the obfervation,
that the Rattle Snake is charmed with any harmoni~
z oug
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ous founds, whether vocal or inftrnmental; I have
soany times feen- them, even when they have been
enraged, place themrlelves in.a liftening. pofture, and
-continue immoveably attentive and fufceptible of de-
Jight all the tindc the mufic has Infted. 1 {hould have
sremarked, thit when-the Rastle Snake bites, it drops
. its under jaw, and holding the upper jaw eredt, throws
itfelf in a curve line, with great farce, and as quick
as lightning, on the ebjelt of its refentment. Ing
smoment after, it retuans again to its defenfive pofture
having difengpged- its tecth from the wound with
great celerity, by means of the pofition in which it
shad placed its head whesn it made the attack. I
never cxtends itfelf to a greater diftancethan half its
length will resch, apd. though # fometimes. repeats
the blow two or three times, it as often returns with
a, fudden rebound te its. former fiate., The Black
Rattle Snake differs in no other refpe&t from the
Yellow, than in being rather fimaller, and .in the va-
siegation of its .colors, which are exaftly reverfed ;
one is black where the other is yellow, and vice verfa.
They are .equally -venemous. It is not, known how
thefe creatures engender ;. I have oftern found the
.eggs of feveral other fpecies of the fnake, but notwith-
ftanding no one has taken mare pains to.acguire a
_perfet knowledge of every property of thefe reptiles
" than myfelf, I never coud difcover the manner in
which they bring forth their young. I once killed a
"female that had. feventy youpg ones in its belly, but
* thefe were perfe@ly formed, and I &w them juft be-
fore return to the mouth of  their mother, as a place
of fecurity, on' my approach.. The gall of this fer-
pent, mixed with chalk, is formed into little balls,
and exported from America, for medical purpofes.
“They are of the nature of Gafcoign’s powdars, and
an excellent remedy for complaints incident to chil-
dren.  The flefh ofy the fnake afS dried, and made
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into broth, is-much more nutritive than that of . vis
, and wery efficacious apainft eonfumptioris. .,

The LONG BLACK SNAKE. Thefe are.alfo of
two forts, both of which aré exa&ly fimilar in- g:
and fize; only the belly of‘one is alight red, the ot
er a faint blue ; all the upper patts-of thein bodigs'
are black and fcaly. ‘Fhey ace in general from fix to’
«ight feet in lomgth,. md carry their ‘heads, as they
erawl along, -about afoot annd an half from the ground.
They eafily climb the-higheft treeg in purfuit of hirds-
and {quirrels, which are their ghjef food ; and thcfe,~
it is faidy they. charm by their looks, and render in~
capable -of cfcnpmg from them: Their appearance
carries tervor with 1t to thoft :who are mnacquainted:
with their inability to hurty -but they are perfeétly. in-
offenfive and free from-venom.

“The STRIPED: or GARTER SNAKE is exadi-
Iy the fame as that fpecies found: in other climates. .

+ The WATER SNAKE is: much like the Rattle
Snake in fhape and fize, But is not endowed with the
fame venomous powers, being quite harmlefs, o

The HISSING SNAKE I have already particu-

Tarly deferibed, when I treated; in my Journal, of
- Lake Erie..

"The GREEN SNAKE is about a foot and an half
long, and in color fo near to grafs and herbs, that it
cannot be' difcovered as it lies on the ground ; hap-

“pily, however, it is: free from venom, otherwife it
would do an infinite deal. of mifchief, as thofe who .
p'lfs through the'meadows; not being able to perceive
it, are deprived of the power of avoiding it.

The THORN-TAIL SNAKE. This reptile s

- found'in many parts of America, but it is very feldom
to be-feen. It is of a middle fize, and reccives its
-name-from a thora-like dart in its tail; with which 11:
is faid to inflik 4 mortal wound.

-* The SPECKLED SNAKE is an aqueous reptile
about two feet. and an. half in:length,. but. without
VCROm. -
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venom. Its fkin, which is brown and white, with

{eme fpots of yellow in it, is ufed by the Americans
as a cover for the handles of whxps, and it renders
taem very plealing to the fight.

‘The RING SNAKE is about twelve inches long 5
the body of it is entirely black, except a yellow ring
which it has about its neck, and which appears like
a narrow piece of riband tied round it. This odd
reptile is frequently found in the bark of trees and
among old logs.

. TheT WO.HEADED SNARE. The only fnake
of this kind that was ever fcen in America, was found
wbout the year 1762, near Lake Champlain, by Mr.

© Pack, a gentleman of New-England, and made a pref-

ent to Lord Ambherft. It was about a feot long, and
in thape like the common fnake, but it was furnifhed
with two heads exatly fimilar, which united at the
reck.  Whether this was a diftin& fpecies of fnakes,
end was ablc to propagate its likenefs, or whether it
was an accidental formation, I know not. -

. The, TORTOISE or LAND TURTLE. The
fhape of this creature is fo well kpown that it is un-
neceflary to deferibe it. There are feven or eight
forts of them in America, fome of which are beauti-

N fully variegated, even beyond defeription.  The fhells

of many have fpots of red, green, and yellow in them,

and the chequer work, is compofed of fmall fquares

curioufly difpofed. ‘The moft beautiful fort of thefe
. creatures are the fmalleft, and the bite of them is faid
_ to be venomous. : -

LIZARDS, &

Though therc are mmerous kinds of tln:. clafs of
the :mm*al cxc'mon, in the country I treat of, I fhall
only take notice of two of them ; which are termed
thé Swift and' Slow Lizard, |
© The SWIIT LIZARD is about fix inches long,

“and has four legs and atail.  Its body, whxch is blite,

is

o
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1% prettily, firiped | with: dark. lines haded with yel-
low ; but the end of the tail is totally blue. It is fo

remartrably agile, that in an inftant it is out’of fight,.

nor’ can- its movement: be perceived by.the’ quickeft-
eye; fo that it might more juftly be faid ‘to vanifh, -
than to run away.. This fpecies-are fuppofed to poi--
fon thofe they bite, burrare not’ dangerous, a5 they
never attack. perfons- that approach themy. choofing.
rather to get {uddenly out of their reach.- -

The SLOW LIZARD is of the fame fhape as'the
Swift, but.its' color is brown’; it is moreover of an:
oppofite difpofition, being altogether ss flow in its
movemerits: as: the othor -is: fiwift.. Tt is remarkable
that thefe lizards are ‘extremely brittle, . and will break
off near the tail as eafily-as an icicle.-

~Among the reptiles of North-America, there is a
b} pecxes of the toad, termed the TREE TOAD, which
is nearly of the {’ame fhape as the common fort, bt
fmaller and with larger claws.. It is‘ufiaily found on.
trees; fhckmg cloft to the bark; or laying if.the crev-
ices: of. ity and fo- mearly does it refemble the color
of the tree to which it cleaves; that it is with difficul<
ty diftinguifhed from it;. Thefe creatures are only
heard during the twilight of the-moring and evening,
or juft before and after a fhower of rain, when they
‘make a croaking noife, fomewhat fhrifler:than that of”
a frog, which might' be heard to a-great diftance.
They infeft the woods in fuch numbersy that their-
refponfive notes at thefe times make the-air refound.
Tt s only afummer animal, and never 'to be- feund»
during the winter:-

INSECT&

s )

The intetior parts -of Nort‘h Atmcr'ma abound with -

'nearl‘y the faine infets as are met with' in the- fime
“paraliels of latitude'; and the fpevies of them'are fo-
numetous and diverﬁﬁcd that even a4 fuccin® defcnp-

22 - tiom:
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tion of the whole of them would fill a -volume; 1
{hall therefore confine myfclf to a few,. which I be-
lieve are almoft peculiar to this country; the Silk
Worm, the Tobacco Woorm, the Bee, the Lnghmmg
Bug, the Water Bug, and the Horned Bug.

The SILK WORM is nearly the fame as.thofe nt'
France and Italy, but will net produce the fare quan-

tity of filk.
The TQBACCO- WORM is 2 caterpxl)m mf the
fize and figure of a fiJk worm; it i3 ofa fine foa green
color, on its rump it has a'fling or: hom near a quar-
ter of an inch long.
The BELS, .in America, pnncrpalvly hdgc thcr
. honey in the carth to fecure it from the revages of the:
bears, who are remarkably fand of it. .

The LIGHENING BUG or FIRE FL¥ is about
.the fize of ‘a bee, but it is of the beetle kind, having,:
ke that infe, twe pair of wings, the upper of which
are of a.fim- texture, to defend it from danger.
When it flies, and the wings are expanded, there s
upder thefe a-kind of coat, conftruntted alfo hke wings,.
.which is lnsninous ; and es the infect pales on, eauvdes:
all the: hinder part of its bady - to appear. like a
bright fiery cpal. Havuing placed one of them ob
* your, hand, the under part enly fhipes, and thioms:
the light on the fpace beneath ; but as foen_as it:
{preads its upper wings to fly away, the whole body
:which lies behind them appears illuminated all around..
The light it-gives is not conflantly of the fame mmg-
‘nitude, .evep whes it flies ; but feems to depend en-
the cxpanﬁon or contrallion of the lumineus cost ar-
wings, and is very different from that emitted in a
dark night by dry wood or. fome kinds of fitb, it hav-.
ing. much more the appearance of real fire. Fhey
fsem 10, bo: fenfible of she power they ane poffsfiad of,,
#¥ to- know the moft fujtable time “for. excuting: 4
% in 3 very .dask night they are much-more, numens.
-ous them, at; e other timg, Thﬁy mon}yiﬁndur:zg:

4 ll,’,».. F—
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the ﬁnnmer months of ]une, July, and Auguﬂ and
then at no other time but in the night.” " Whether
from their color, which is a dufky brown, they are not
then difcernible, or from their retiring to holes and
crevices, I know mnot, but they are never to be diftov-

‘ered’in the day. They chiefly are feen in low fwampy

land, and appear like innumerable tranfient gleams
of nght. In dark mights, when there is much light-
nmg without rain, they feem as if they wifhed either
to imitate or affift the Rathes ; for during the inter-
wals, they are uncommonly agile, and endeavour to:
throw -out every ray they:can colle¢t. Notwithftand-
ing this effulgent appearance, -thefe infets are per-
fefly harmlefs, you may permit thetn to crawl upon:
your hand, when five or fix, if they freely exhibit
their glow together, w:ll cnable you to read almoﬁ:
the {malicft print.
- The WATER BUG is of a brown: color, abom.'
the fize of a pea, and in fhape nearly ‘oval; it has
many legs, by means of which it pafles over the fur-
face of the water with fuch incredible " fwiftwefs, thit
it feems to flide or dart itfelf along. =~ " :

The HORNED BUG, or as it is fometimes term--
ed the STAG BEI‘.TLE, is of -a dufky’ brown coler,’
nearly approaching to black, about an inch and an
half long, and half an inch broad: It 'has two large
horns, which grow on each fide of the head, and meet
horizentally, and with thefe it pinches very hard s
theyare branched like thofe of 4 ftag, from whenee
it receives its name. ' They fly.about in the evening; -
and prove very troublefome to thofe who are m 'the'
fields at that tune. -

4 muft ot omit thatthe LOCUST is a feptenmal‘
infe&, as they are only feen, 2 fimall number of firag--

. glers excepted, - every feven years, when they -infett’
" thefe:partsand 'the interior evlonies in large {fwarms, -

anck:do ‘a'great - deal of mifchief. "Fhe yeirs when-

M thus arrive are depomisrited the locwlt years.

CHAPTEK -
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 CHAPTER XX
or w15 TREES, SHRUBS, ROOTS, HERBS;.
FLOWERS, t..

1 SHALL ereobférve the fime method that*
I' bave purfuned: in the preceding chapter; and shaving’.

given a lift:of the trees, 8cc. which ‘are natives of the -

mterior. parts of Noeth. America, particularize fach:
enly. as differ-from the. produce of other countries, ory,
being Little kmown, have niot been deferibed. -

oF TREES..

“The Qik, the Pine Tree, the ‘Maplé; the Afh, the"
Hemlock, the Bafs- or. White Wood, .the Cedar, the-
Eblm, the Birch; the Fir, the Loaift Tree, the Poplar;.
the Wiekopic, -or. Suckwic, the.Spruce, theHom--
bgam, and‘the Button Wood Tree. o

,The OAK. There are feveral forts-of oaks in thefe -
parts; theblack; the white, the red, ‘the yellow, - the -
grey, the fwamp oak, and the chefnat oak ; .the five-

-former vayy but littlein their external appearance, the -

fhape of ‘the Jeaves; -and the- color.of the bark being

fo much alike, that they. ave ftarcely- diftinguifhable s :
but the bedy. of the tree; when: fawed, difcovers the-
variation,  which chiefly confifts in the- color “of "the -
wood, they being allvery hard; and proper for build--
ing. The fwamp cak differs materiaily from the oth--

- ers both in the fhape of the leaf, which is:fivaller, and*

in. the bark, which is frmoother ;: and- likewife a5 it
grows only in a ‘meift, :gravelly foil. Ttis- efteemed:

‘the tongheft of all woods, being 1b firong, yet pliable,

that it. is -often made nfe ofinftead of whalebone, amd :
is equally ferviceable. The chefrat oak alfo is great-
ly dsffcrent from the others, pacticularly. in the th:_
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of the leaf, which much refembles that of the cheft-
nut tree, and for this reafon  is fo denominated. It
is neither {o firong as the former {pecies, nor fo tough
as the latter, but is of a nature proper to be fplit into
rails for fences, in whichfta:  will endure a confiden-
able time. ' .

The PINE TREE. That fpecies of the pine tree
peculiar to this part of the .continent, is the white,
the quality of which I need not defcribe, as the tim-
ber of it 1s fo well known ynder the pame of deals.
It grows here in great plenty, to an amazing height
and fize, and yields an excellent turpentine, though
not in fuch quantitics as thofe in the northern parts
of Europe. '

The MAPLE. - Of this tree there are two forts,
the hard and the foft, both of which yield a lufcious
juice, from which the Indians, by boiling, make very
good fugar. 'The fap of the former is much richer
and fweeter than the latter, but the foft produces a
greater quantity. The wood of the hard maple is ve-
ry beautifully veined and curled, and when wrought
into cabinets, tables, gunftocks, &c.. is greatly valued.
That of the foft fort differs in its.texture, wanting
the variegated grain of the hard ; .it alfo grows more
firaight and free from branches, and is mere cafily
fplit.  Itlikewife may be diftinguifhed from the hard,
as this grows in meadows and low lands, that on the
Lills and uplands. The leaves are fhaped alike, but
thofe of the foft maple are much the largeft, and of a
deeper green, ) .

"U'hé ASH. . There are feveral forts of this tree in
thefe parts, but that to, which I fhall confine my de-
fcription, is the yellow afh, which is only found near
the bead branches of the Miffifippi. This tree grows,
to an amazing height, and the body of it is fo firm
and found, that the French traders who go into that
country from . Louifiana, to purchafe - furs, make of
them .periaguays 3 this they do by excavating them

by

. . ~
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by ﬁx and whcn they are completed; convey in them
‘the /producc of ‘their trade’ tg WNew Osléans; whiere
‘they find a good market both for their veffels and
‘eargoes. The Wwood of this tree . greatly refembles
that of thie common afli ; but it might be diftinguifh-

" ed from any other tree by its bark ; the rofs or outfide-

“bark being near eight inches thick, and-indented with-
furrows more than fix inches dcep, which midke thofe-
that are arrived ‘to a great bulk appear’ uncommonly
rough ; and by this-peculiority they may be readily
known, 'F he-vind orirfide bark is of the famethick--
‘nefs as that. of other trees, but its color is a fine bright
‘yellow, infomuch ‘that-if it is but -flightly handled, it
will leave a ftain on the fingers, which cannot “eafily
be wathed away ; and if in the fpring you peel off the-
‘bark, and touch the fap, which then rifes between
that and the body of the tree, it will leave fo decpa
tinéhire that it wﬂl requiire three or four days to wear

it off.: Maity ufeful qualities belong to this tree, L.

‘doubt not will be difcovered in time, befides its prov-
ing 2 valuable acquifition to'the dyer.

The HEMLOCK TREE grows in every part of.
America; ina greateror léfs degree. It is an ever—
green of a. very large growth, ‘and has leaves fome--
what like that' of iz yew; it is hotvever quite ufe--
3cf5, and only an‘incumbrance to the ground, the wood
being of a very coarfe grain, and full of wind-fhakes
or eracks.

The BASS or WHITE WOOD is a tree of a-mid-
dling fize, and' the whiteft and: fofteft wood that

igrows; when quite dry it fwims on the water like a-

‘6ork 3 inr the fettlernents the gurners make of it bowls, .
trenchers, and: dithes, which wear'{fmooth, cand will:

“Haft a long time ; but when apphed to 'any othcr pur—

pofe it is. ﬁtrfrom durable.’
-'The WICKORICK or' SWCKWIK appears- to be
a. fpecies of the white wood; andis diftinguithed’
ﬁom it by a peculiar quality. inthe bark, which, when
" pounded, .

v % e et T
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.pounded, and moiftened with a little water, inftantly
‘becomes a matter of the confiftence-and nature of fize.
‘With this the Indians pay their canoes, and it greatly
.exceeds. pitch; ar any other material ufually appro-
priated to that purpofe; for befides its adhefive qual-
ity, it is of fo. oily a nature, that the water cannot pen-
etratc through it, and its repelhng power abatca not
for a confiderable time.

-The BUFTON WOOD. is 3 tree, of thc laxgeﬁ
fize, and might be diltinguifhed by its bark, which 4.
-quite fmooth and prettily mottled. ‘The wood is. very
proper for the ufe of cabinet makers, It is covered-
with fmall hard burs which fpring from its; branches,
that appear not unlike buttons,:and from thefpnt re-
«£eives its ngme. .

- NUT TREES.

“The, Butter or Oil Nut, the Walnut, the Fazel.
Nut, the Beach Nut, the Pecan Nut, he Cheihmg,
the Hickory.

The BUTTER or OIL NUT. As no mentxp:;
‘has been made by any authar of this mat,§ fhall be the
more particular in my account of it. ‘The tree grows
in meadows where the foil is rich and warm. The
body of it Teldom exceeds a yard in circumference, is
full of branches, the twigs of which are fhort and
blunt, and its leaves refemble thofe of the walnut.
The nut has a fhell more like that fruit, which when
ripe is more furrowed, and more eafily cracked ; it is
alfo much longer and larger than a walnut, and con-
tains a greater quanmy of kernel, which s very oily,
and of a rich, .agrecable flavor. I am perfuaded that
amuch purer oil than that of olives might be extra&s,
ed from this put. ‘Theinfide bark of this trec dyes 3
good purple; and it is faid, varies in its (hade, being
cither darker or lighter, accordmg to the month in
which it is gathered. : .

: The

1

-
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“The BEECH NUT. Thoeugh this tree grows ex-
a&tly like that of the fame name in Europe, yet it
produces nuts equally as good s cheftnuts ; on whick
bears, martins, {quirrels, partrxdgcs, turkies, and many
other birds and beafts fecd. The nut is céntained,
whilft growing, in an outfide cafe, like that of a cheft-

nut, but not {o prickly ; and the toit of the infide ° :

hell is alfo fmooth like that; only its form is nearly
triangular.  Vaft quantities of them lie fcattered a-
bout in the woods, and fupply with food great num-
bers of the creatures juft mentioned. The leaves,
which are white, contimue on the trees during the
whole winter. A decoltion made of them is a cér-
tain and expediticus-cure for wounds which arife from
burning or fcalding, as well as a reftorative for thofe
members that are nipped by the froft.

The PECAN NUT is fomewhat of the walnut
kind, but rather {maller than a walnut, being about
the fize of a middle acorn, and of an oval form; the
fhell is eafily cracked, and the kernel thaped like that .
of a walnut.  This tree grows clueﬂy near the Ilhnoxs
River.

The HICKORY is alfo of the walnut kmd and
Prears a fruit nearly - like that tree. There are feveral
forts of them, which vary only in the color of the
wood. - Being of a very tough nature, the wood is
generally ufed for the handles of axes, &c. It'is alio
wery good fire wood, and as-it burns, an cxcellent
fugar diftils from it.

-  FRUIT TREES

I need not to obferve that thefe are all the fponta-
neous productions of. nature, which have never re-
<eived the advantages of ingrafting, tranfplanting, or
manuring. -

“The Vine, the Mulberry Tree, the Crab Apple
Tree, the Plum Tree, the Cherry Eree, and the
Sweet Gum Tree. - The
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. The VINE is very common here, and of threc
kinds ; the firft fort hardly deferves the name of a
grape ; the fecond much refembles the Burgundy
grape, and if expofed to the fun a good wine. might
be made from them. The third fort refembles Zant
currants, which are fo frequently ufed in cakes, &c.
10 England, and if proper care was taken of them,
would be equal, if not fuperior, to thofe of that coun-
try. )

)Thc MULBERRY.TREE is of two kinds, red and
white, and nearly of the fame fize of thole of France
and Italy, and grow in. fuch plenty, as to feed any
quantity of filk worms, = . L.

The CRAB APPLE TREE bears a fruit that is

much larger .and better flavored than thofc of Fu- -

rope. . -
. 'The PLUM TREE. ‘There are two forts of
plums in this country, one large fort of a purple caff

on one fide, and red on the reverfe, the fecond total -

ly green, and much fmaller, Both thefe are.of &
good flavor, and are greatly efteemed by the Indians,
whofe tafte is not refingd, but who are " fatisfied with
the produétions of nature, in their unimproved ftate.

- The CHERRY TRER. Thexe are thresTorts of
chérries in,this eountry ; the black, the red,.apd the
fand. cherry ; the two latter ;may with more propriopys
be ranked among the thrubs, a5 the bufh that bgars?
the fand cherries almoft: creeps along -the * greund,:
and .the: ether rifes not above eight! or ten fect' i~
height ;. howeser, I thall give an. account. of them-irti
this place. The black cherries are about the fize of.
a currant; add’ hang in clufters, .like grapes ; the
trees which -bear them, beinig very fruitful, they are-
generally lqided;: but the -fruit is.not good to eaty

- however, they give an agreeable flavor. to brandy, and »

turn it to the coler of claret.. 'Fhe ged cherries grow:
in the greateft profufion; amd, hang .in bunches; like:
the black fore jult defcribed 5 fo.-that the buihes

Aa which
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whu;h bear thcni appcar ata dxﬂ:ancc llke {olid bodies
of red matter. Some people admire this fruit, but
they partake of the nature and tafte of, alum, leaving
a.difagreeable’ roughnefs inthe throat, ‘and being ve
aftringent.  As ] -have already deferibéd the fan rg
cherries, which greatly exceed | the two qther forts,
Poth in flavor and fize, 1 thall give no farther defctipa
.tion .of themy, - Thc wood of tic blac cherry tree 1s
very ufeful, and works. well into- cabmet ware. .
¢ SWEET GUM 'TREE or LIQUIL AMBER
{Copalm) is wot anly ‘extremely commos, .but it af.
 fords. 3 balm,, tha yirtues of which ‘are infinite. Its
‘bark is:black apd hard, and its woed B tender and
Aupple,: that -when the. tree s, felled, you roay draw
from tlwwddl;e of i ;t rods of five or ﬁxfectm length
Ic camet be employed in bmldu;g, or fupnituré, as it
Tts leaf  is‘indented with five
pmts,l:ha{t.pr This balmsrcgkonedbythe In-
&ans to he an excellent fcbrfuge, it cures
m in two or three days. ‘

SHRUBS RIS

.. The Willow, Shin Wood, Sﬂumad:, Saﬂ%!ra& me
' Priekly Afh, Moofe Wood, Spocn- Wood,~La

der, Elder, Poifonous Elder, Janip hmb
Oak, Sweet Fern, the Laurel, the Witch . the
Myrtle Wax Tree, Winter Creen, the Fever. Bufh,
4he Cranbery bufh, the Goofeberry Buk, the Cutrant-

i‘ o

' ‘nuih the Berry, the Ra{bmy the Black
‘ and the Choak Berry,
,TZ:-. WILLOW.  There are feveral fjciel b the

“avillow, the moft remarkable of which is a frhall fart
that grows on the banks of the Miffifippl, and-fome
..otber lacés adjacent. The bark ‘of this' fhru® firp-
..:plies the beaver with its 'wititer fdod y ind where the
mater has wathed the foil from its roots, ‘théy ‘appear
”tm of Bh‘C’ lntcvwovm togetheliké thead‘h,
e
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the color.of which is of an inexpreflibly fine fearlet 3
with” this ‘the Indians tinge many of the brnamemal
parts-of their drefs.

SHIN WOOD: This extraord' inary ﬂ:mb gms
in the forefts, and nﬁng like a viné, runs fiear the
ground for fix or eight feet, and thesi tokes-root a-

ain 3 in the fame manner taking root; and fpring-
mg up fucceflively, one ftatk covers a large fpace§
this proves very troublefoaie” to “the bafty ; traveller,
by firiking againft his fins, srd” énhnglmg hns légs .
from which it has“aé fts-nagne.

The SASS;&hFRAg ﬁs 2" wood well- )ﬁmwn foi' EUS
medicinal ties. ight with-equul et
be termed tan~¢¢ 2572 ﬂu-ubg as it fbmq:!my:o;:ow};
t,lnrty feet “high ; but i gencral it ‘does not ‘réach
h! her ‘than 31011: of - the ‘thrub kind: ° The leaves,
: ield an_agreeable ﬁ'agx‘mcu, are’large,s and
nearly il‘ arated into three divions. < F: benrs-& vag-

itk browﬁ bm-y of! the fizé ahd. {hape of: Pirdeing,
and whicli is fometimes ufed in the eolomies as a fub- -
{hmte for that fpice. The'bark or'roofs of thisusee,
is infinitely fuperior to ;hc wood for its ufe in medi-
cine, and I am furprifed- it-is: fo feldom to be met

@b, aaits effi 15 {o, mugb cater.

The PRICéI% AbH isa. ruh ‘ihat’ fonictm;,es

grows to the hqxgg:t of ten or fifteen’ feet, and’ has*a
kaf exactly refembling that of an afh, but ‘it recéives ]
the epithet to its name from the abundance of ﬁ;ort
thorns wath which every branch is covered, and whith
renders it very troublefome to thoft who pafs’ thyoy,
the fpot where they grow thick. It alfo bears a
fearlet berry, which, when ripe, has a fiery tafle, tike-
pepper- The bark of this tree, particularly the bark
of .the raots, is highly eftcemed b{ the natives for
ity medicinal, qualities. I have already mentioned
ane m&ancc. of its ¢ﬁic1cy, and there isno doubt

. byt that the déco&xpn of it wm expcdmouﬂy and Tad-v
ically zemaye all.impurities of thé blood. ey
o p N ¢
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The MOOSE WOOD' grows “Whout four Feet
high, and is very full of branches;’ thut what reriders
it \»orth notice, is its bark, which is of-ﬁ*{{rbng and
pliable a texture, that bung peeled off & Zny, feaftn,
and twifted, makes equally as good cor dagc-as hemp.
" "fhe SPOON WOOD isa {pecies of the hhré] é.nd
the wood when fawed refembles box!wodd. * -

'The ELDER, commonly termed the potfonous
elder, nowrly rcfc.mb‘cs the other forts in its leaves and
branchey, but it grows much ftraighter, "and ‘is only
found in fwamps o¥t moift foi's. This thrub is-en-
dowed with a very extraordinary quality, that renders
it poifcnous to fome conftitutions, which it - affefts
if the perfon only apprbaches within a few yards of it,
whiift others may even chew the leaves or the rind
without recciving the leaft detriment from them:
the poifon, however, is not mortal, though it ope-_
rates very viclemtly on the infeCted perfon, whofe
body and head fwell to an amazing fize, and are cov-.
ered with eruptions, that at their height refemble the
confluent fmall pox. As it grows alfo in many of the
provinces, the inhabitants cure its venom by drinking
~ faffron tea, and anointing the external parts with a

niixture compofed of cream and marfh mallows, ®

The SHRUB OAK is exallly fimilar to the oak
tree, both in wood and leaves, and like that it bears
an acorn, but it never rifes from the ground above
four or five fect, growing crooked and knotty. It is
found chiefly on a dry, gravelly foil.
The WITCH HAZLE grows very bufhy, about
ten feet high, and is covered early in May with nu<
* merous white blofloms. When this fhrub is in
bloom, the Indians eftecem it a further indication
 that the froft is entirely gone, and that ‘they might
fow their corn. It has been faid, that it is poﬁ'eﬂ'ed of
the power of attra&ting gold or ﬁlver, and that tw:gsf
o
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of it are made ofe of to difcower where, the ‘veins of .
thefe metals lic hid ;. but I am apprehenfive that this
is only a fallacious &oryﬂ, and ot to be depended on
however, that fappoﬁnon has given it the. name of
Witch Hazle, '
The MYRTLE WAX TREE is a fhrub about
four or five feet high, the leaves of which are larger
than thofe of the common myrtle, but they fmell-
exallly alike, It bears its fruit in bunches, like a
yofegay, rifing from the fame place in various ftalks,,
about. two inches.long : at-the end of each of thefe
is a liitle nut,, containing,a kernel, which is wholly
covered with a-gluey fubftance, which being boiled in:

‘water; {wims on the furface of it, and becomes a kind:

of green -wax; this is ‘more valuable than bees wax,.’
being of: a mere brittle nature, and mixed with it
makesa good candlg, which as it. burns, fends forth:
an; agreeable fcent.. - _
. WINTER GREEN. This is an ever green, of
the fpecies of the myrtle, and is faind on dry heaths 5
the flowers of it-are white, and in the form ofa xofey.
but not larger than a:filver penny ;' in the- winter it
is full of red berries, abeut the fize of-a floe,.which
are {mooth and round ;. thefe are preferved.during.
the feyere feafon by the fnow, and are at this time in-
the bigheft perfection;. The, Indians- eat: thefe. ber~
ries, eftceming them very balfamic, and invigorating:

_ tothe flomach. The people inhabiting the -interior.

colonies - fteep. both the fprigs and berri¢s:in beer, angd
ufe it-2s. 2 dict. drink for. cleanfing’ the. blood - from -
fcorbutic diforders:

The FEVER BUSH grows' about: five- or fix feet
high s its leaf is like that.of a lilach, and it bears a
reddith berry . of 'a fpicy flavor. . The ftalks-of it are
exceflively Brittle.  A.decotion of the buds or- -wood
is an excellent febrifuge, and from: this valuable prop--
erty it receives its name. It is an ancient Indian.
remedy for all inflammatory comPlamts, .and- like--

A22 wife
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wife much efieemed on the fame. accannt, by the i~
habitants of the interior parts of the eolonies.

The CRANBERRY BUSH. Theugh the fruit
of this buth greatly refembles in fize and appearance
that of the common fort which grows on a fmall vine,
in morafics, and bogs, yet the bufh runs to the height
of ten or twelve feet 3 bat it is very rarely to be met
with. As the meadow cranberry, being of a local
growth, and flourithing only in morafies, cannot -be
tranfplanted or cultivated, the former, if removed at a
proper feafon, would be a valuable acquifition to the

garden, and with - proper nurture, prove equally as
" good, if not better.

The CHOAK BERRY. - The fhrub thus termed
by the natives grows about five or fix feet high, and
bears a berry about the fize of a floe, of a jet black,
which contains feveral fmall feeds within the pulp.
"The juice of this fruit, though not of a difagreeable
Hlavor, is extremely tart, and leaves a roughnefs in the
mouth and throat when eaten, that has gamcd it the
name of cho.xk berry.

« '+ ROOTS anp PLANTS.

Elecampane, Spikenard, Angelica, Sarfaparilla,
Ginfang, Ground Nuts, Wild Potatoes, Liquorice,
Snake Root, Gold Thread, Solomon’s Seal, -Devil’s
Bit, Blood,Root, Onions, Garlick, Wild Parfnips,
I\Iandrakes, Hellehora, White and Black.

SPIKENARD, . wulgarly called in the colnies
Petty-Horrel. This plant appears to be exattly the
{ame as the Afiatic fpikenard, fo much valued by
the ancients. It grows near the fides of brooks in
rocky places, and its fiem, which is about the fize of
a goofe quill, fprings up like that of angelica, reach-
ing about a foot and a half from the ground. - It
bears bunches of berries, in all refpeds like thofe of
the elder, only sather larger, Thefe are of fucha

) _ ‘ balfaxmq
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balfamie Datwse,; thit- when'.iwfufed-m {piritsy thvy

make a meft patatabls and reviving cordial. =
SARSAPARILLA.:... The.  root of . this plant,
which is the meft eftimable of it, is about the
fize of a goafe,quill, and rans in-different * direltions,
twined and crooked to a great.ength in the ground ;
from the principal ffem of 'it {prings many" fmaller
fibres, all.of which are tongh and flexible. From the
root. immediately {thoots-a ftalk about .a -foot.‘and an
half long, which at the top branches into three fhemns s
each of thefe has three leaves, much of the fhape and
fize of a walnut leaf ; and from the fork of each of
the three ftems graws a bunch of bluith white flow
ers, refembling thofe of the-fpikenard. The bark of
the roots, which 2lone.fhould be ufed in medicine; is
of a bitterith flavor but aromatic. It is defervedly ef-
teemed for its medicinal zirthes, being a gentle fudors
ific, and very powerful in: attenuztmg the blood, when
impeded by grofs humorsi :
. GINSANG 13 a. mo:.vthat was once nfuppofcd to
grow only.in Korca, from whence it was ufually ex
ported to Japan, and by that. means found its way to
Europe 3 but-it has been atel§t diftovered to be alfo a
native of North America, where.it grows to .as grea¢
perfettion, and is equally valuable. Its root is like a

- fmall carrot,. but not fo taper at the end 3 it is fomes

times divided insq two.or more branbhes, in all other
refpedis it refembles farfdparilla,in. its: growth. The
tafte of the rpot is bitterifhii Inthe edfltern parts of
Afia it bears a great price, being there confidered as a
panacea, and is the laft refuge of the jnhabitants, in all
diforders. 'When chewed it certainly is a great
ftrengthener of the ftomach.
- GOLD THREAD. This is.a plant- of the fmall
vine kind, which grows in fwampy places, and lies on
the ground: 'The roots fpread themfelvés juft under
the furface of the morafs, and are eafily drawn up by
handfuls. Tbﬂy refemble a large entangled fkein of
thread,



theéad, of 2 finé, bright geld'color ; and. X -atn pers
fuaded would yicld 2 beantifyl and permanent yellow
dye. It is alio greatly eficemed hoth by the lndians.
and colonifts, 2s:2 remedy for any fordnefs in -the
mouth, but .the tafte.of it is exqnuifitely bitter, -
SOLOMON’s SEAL is 2 plaat that grows on the
fides of rivers, and in rich mesdew land. It rifes in:
the whole to. about three feet high, the flalks being
two-fect, when the. leaves: begin to" fpread themielves
and reach a foet further. A part in every reot. has.
an impreffion upon it about the fize ef a fixpence,.
“which appears as if it was made by a feal, and frem:
thefe it reccives ‘its name, It is greatly valued on-
account of its.being a fine purifier-of the-blood.
DEVIL’s. BIT is another wild plant whieh grows:
in the fields, and receives its name from-a print that
feems te be made by teeth inthe roots. The Indians-
_fay that this was once an univerfal remedy.for every:
diforder- that is incident to hsman nature ;. but -fome-
of the ewil fpirits envying mankind the poa'dﬁon of
fo.efficacious 2 medicine; gave the roat-a bite; which:
deprived it of a great part-of its virtue.
- BLOOD ROQI‘ A fort of plantain that fpringy.
out of the ground .in-fix or-feven long rough icaves,.
the yeins of which- are red ; the root\of it: is like &
fmall carrot, both- in colar and. appearance 3; when:
broken, the infide of it'is of a deeper. color:than the
eutfide, and diftils feveral drops of jaice, that look:
Like blood.. ‘This is a firong emetic, but:a very das--
gerous one..

HERBS.

Balm, thtles, Cinque Foil Eyebn t,Samclc, Plan--~
tain, Rattle Snake Plantain, Poor iob;ns Plantain, ,
Toad Plantain, Maiden Hair, Wild Dock,. Rock:
Liverwort, Noble Liverwort, Bloodwort, Wild.Beans, _
Ground Ivy, Water Creffes,. Yarrow,, May, Weed,

- Gargity

. o
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Gargit; Skunk CabbageiorPoke, Wake Robin;Pet-’

ony, $Scabious; I\‘Eﬂkn, Wild Pedfe; 'Moufe E&r,
Wild Indigo, ‘T6bacce and Cat Mime: -1 *
~BANICLE has a'root whigh’is thick «téwaréfs t‘he
upper-part; and full of- frnall fibees bélow ;- the léaves:
of -it afe broad, ‘reundith, hard; fmooeth, and of a fie
fhining green ; a ftalk rifes from thefe to the height
of a foot, which is quite finsoth and free A om’ knots,
and on the top of:itaré feveral fivall ﬂb“ers of

reddifh white, fhapedlike a wild rofe. ' A tea !‘mde"‘

R T w

of the root is vulnerary aud balfamic.

RATTLE SNAKE PLANTAIN: ¢ Phis u{'eful
herb is of the plantain kind, and its leaves, 'whicl
fpread themfelves on the ground, are about one inek
and an half wide, and five inches long ; froth the’
centre of thefe arifcs a fmall finlk,- nearly fix 1nchc!
long, which bears a little white- flower; the root is'
about the fize of 2 goofe quik, and much bent, end:
divided into feveral branches. The leaves of this!
herb "are more efficacious than any other pate of it:
for the bite of the reptile, from which it réceivés its-

name ; and being chewed and applied immediately: .

to the wound, and fome of the juice fwallowed, fel~
dom fails of averting every dangerous fymptom. "'So
convinced are the Indians of the power of this iifal-r

lible antidote, that for a trifling bribe of fpirituous’

liquor, they will at any time permit a rattle fnake to

drive his fangs imto their fleth. It is to be reppatied,
that during thefe months in which the “Hite of thef
creatures is moft venomous, that this remedy}fek it:is*
in its greateft perfeftion, and moft luxuriant’ i e
owth. DI SR
POOR 'ROBIN‘s' PLANTAIN is' of ‘the" famc
fpecies as the “laft; but more diminutive .in every're-!
fpedt ; it reccives irs name from its fize, (and thé podr.
land on which it grows:. It is 3 good medicinal lterb,
and often adminiftered with fuccefs in fevcrs and in~
tcmal weaknefles. | oo s s '
TOAD
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TOAD.PLANTAIN refcmbles the common plan--
tain, only it grows much ranker, and is thus denomi-
nated, becaufe toads love to harbor under it. '

* ROCK LIVERWORT is-a fort of liverwort that
grows on rocks, and is of the nature of kelp or
mofs. Itis eficemed an excellent remedy againft de--
elines. U ' )

GARGIT or SKOKE isa large kind of weed, the
Deaves of which are about fix inches long, and two
inches and a half broad 3 they refemble thofe of fpin-
ﬁ."q;in their colos and texture, but not in fhape.

e root is very large, from which fpring diffcrent
fialks that run eight or ten feet high, and are full of
red berries : Thefe hang in clufters in the month of
Secptember, and are generally called pigeon berries,
% thofe birds then feed on them. When the leaves
$rft fpring from the ground, after being boiled, they
are a nutritious and wholefome vegetable, but when
they are grown nearly to their full fize, they, acquire
a poifonous quality. The roots applied to the hands
or feet of a perfon afflited with a fever, prove a very
powerful abforbent. Lot s

SKUNK CABBAGE aor POKE is an herb that
grows in moift and {wampy places. The leaves of
it are ,about a foat long, and fix inches bread, nearly
oval, but yathér pointed. The roofs are cothpofed of
great namber of fibres, a lotian of which is. made
ufe of by the people in the colonies for the cure of
the itch. There iffucés a ftrong mutky fimell from
this berp, fomething like the animal of the fame
Wedbefﬁﬁé, déferibied,” and_ on that' account it is fo.
Fn'Vi;’AKﬂ ROBIN is an herb that'grows in fvampy
fands § its root. refembles a fmall tarnip, and if Eaff<.
ed will greatly inflame the tongue, and immediately
converg it frqm. its natural fhape into a round herd:
Tubftanice ; in which ate it willigontinne. for, fome
sl33;: abdAusoy this no. other part of the mouth

" will
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will be affedted.” “But when' dned it lofcs its aﬁrm-
gent quahty, and becomes’ beneﬁual to mankind, fot
if grated into cold , water, and ml..en ;memally, 1; i8
very good for-all complamts of the bowels.
l%/ILD INDIGO is an herb of the fame ecxes
that from whence indigo is made in the foutl‘:ern col-
onies. oWs in orne ftalk. to the helgh& of ﬁve of
fix inches g-rom the & ound, when it divides into' many
branchgs,’ from. whxch iffae 2 great number of  {mal
hard bluith leaves that fpread to a great. brcadtp,
among thefe it bears a }eﬂow ﬂower 5 thc Juice qf i
has a ver dxfagrecablc fcent, .
' T has a woody root, divided ¥ mto fev-
eral’ branches, and it fends forth a ftalk about three
feet high ; thé Jeaves are like thofe of thé ‘nettle, or
betony, and they. havc a ftrong finell o of mint mt‘l;
a biting_ acrid talte; the Howers grow on thc Ps.0
the branches, and are wof a faint purPIe or w hitif
color. It is called .cat mint, becaufe it is fnd cacs
have an antipathy to it, aud will not Jet it grow. , I¢
has nearly the virtue ofcommonmmt' A "-1

oy FLOWERS. TR ;

'Heart’s Yafe, Lillies red and yeﬂow, Pond Lillies;
Cowﬂlps, May Flowers, Jeffamine, Hon v?fnd;les,
Réckhonejfuckles, Rofes red and white, Wild Hol-
iyhock, Wild Pinks, Golden Rod. .

“{ fhalt not ¢nter into a minute dcfcr;pudn of the -
Howers above recited, But only juft obfervé that they
much refemble thefe o’f the fame name ‘which grow in
Furope, and are ag beaptifal in color, and as
in odér, as they’ can be,  fuppofed to be m thﬂt Vlld}
uncultivated fate. ’ o

o ot “an heedunt br'rbweo, i treatifé 1 Bate publifhed
-aﬁueaum&ua«fut. bl M e PR
: G et o1 RlRINSCEOTS
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- FARINACEOUS #wp LEGUMINOUS.
ROOTS, e+

Ma'ze or Indian Com, Wnld Rice, Beans, tlxe
Squath, &c.

MAI?E or INDIAN COR\I grows from ﬁx
ten feet high, on a ftalk full of jointsy which is ftiff
and folid, .and when green, abounding with a- fweet
juice. The leaves are like thofe of the reed, about
two feet in length, and three or four inches bread.
The flowers which are produced at fome diftance
from the fruit on the fame plant, grow like the ears
of eats, and.are fomectimes white, yellow, or of a pur-
ple color.  The feeds-are as large as peafe, and like
them quite naked and fmooth, “but of a roundifh
furface, rather comprefled. One fpike generally con-
fifts of about fix hundred grains, which are placed'
clofely together in rows, to the number of eight op
ten, and fometimes twelve. This corn is very whole-
fome, eafy of digeftion, and yields as good nourith-
ment as any other fort. = After the Indians have, re-
duced it into meal by pounding’ it, they make cakes’
-of it, and bake-them before the fire. 1 have alrcady
mentioned that fome nations eat it in cakes before it
isripe, in which ftate it is very agreeable to the pal--
. ate, and extremely nutritive, .

“WILD RICE. This grain, wlnch grpws in the
greateft “plenty ° throughout the "interior - r'ts of
North America, is the mof!t valuable of all the fi on-'
taneous productions of that ceuntry. Excluﬁ'\e of

~ its utility asa fupply of ‘food for thofe of the human
fpecies, ‘who inhabit, this- part of the continent, and
obtained w:thout any other trpuble than that of 'gath-
ermg it in its fweetrefs and nutritious qpality, ,
it attralls an infinite number of wild fowl of every’
kind, -which; flack from. diftant . climes, to enjoy this
rare rcpn& and by it become inexpreflibly fat and
delicious,
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* delicious. In future periods it will be of great fer

vice to the infant. colonies, as it will aford them a
prefent fupport, until, in the courfe of cultivation,

- other fupplies may be produced ; whereas, in thofe)

realms which are not furnifhed with this bounteous :
gift of nature, even if the climate is temperaté .and .
the foil good, the firft fettlers are often expofed to:

- great bardihips from the want of an immediate re=" .

fource for neceflary food. This ufeful grain’' grows .
in the water where it is about two feet deep, and -
where it finds a rich, muddy foil. ‘The ftalks of ity -
and the branches or ears that bear the feed, refemble -
oats both in their appearance and manner of growing. -
The ftalks are full of joints, and rife more than eight
feet above the water. 'The natives gather the grain
in the following manner : Nearly about the time.
that it begins to turn from its milky ftate and to ripen,
they run their canoes into the midft of it, and tying
.bunches of it together, juft below the ears, with bark,
leave it in this fituation three or four-.weeks longer,.
till it is perfectly ripe. About the lattcr end of Sep-
tember they return to the rivel, whén' exch . faniily
having its {eparate allgtment, and’ being ! able. ta it~
tinguifh their own property by the manper of f:lten. -
ing the fheaves, gather in the partion that. belangs.:
to them. This they do by placing .their. canoes;:
clofe t0 the bunches of rice,. in fuch pofition as to
receivz. the grain when it falls, and then beat!it -
out, with pieces of wood formed for that purpofe.
Having done this, they dry it with fmoka; and after- ,
wards tread or rub off the outfide hufk ; when it is
it for ufe, they put it into the fkins of fawns, or
-young buffaloes, taken off nearly whole for this pur-
pofe, and fewed into a fort of fack, wherein they
preferve it till the return of their harveft. It has
been the fubjet of much fpeculation, why this fpon-
tancous grain is not found in any other regions of
America, or in thofc countries fituated in the fame
3b ’  parallels
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parallels of latitude, where the waters are as apparent-
ly. adaptetl . for. its growth as in the climate I treat of.
As-for. inftance, none of the cquntries that lie to the
" fobth and eaft of the great lakes, even from the prov-
inces. north of the Carclinas, to the extremities of
Labradore, produce any of this grain. Itis true I
found . preat quantities of it in the watered lands near
Detrait, between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, but
on-inquiry I learned that it never arrived nearer to
maturity than juft-to bleflom ; after which it appear-
cd-blighted, and died away. This convinces me that
tlre north weft wind, as I have before hinted, is much
more . powerful in th\.ﬁ. than in the interior parts ;
and that it'is more inimical to the fruits of the earth,
after it has paffed over the la,kes, and .becomé united
with the wind which j _]Olns it from. the frozen regions
of the north, than it is further to the weftward.
,BEANS. Thele ase nearly of the fame fhape as

thc Luropean beans, but are not much larger than
-the fmalleft fize:of them. They are boiled by the
Indians, and. eaten chi¢fly with bear’s fleth.

vThe! SQUASH." They have alfo feveral fpecies
of ithe MELON or PUMPKIN, which by fome are.
called fquailips, and which ferve many . mations partly
as-qefubilityse for. bread. Of thefe there is the round,
theccrame neck,: the {inall, flat, and: the large obleng
{quathy t*The fmaller forts -being- boiled, aré eaten
during: the:fitramer -4 vegetables 5 and are all of a
pleafipy: flavoy.  The crane neck, which greatly ex-

cets all the:others, a:'e ufually hung up for a winter’s -
ftore, and in:this manner mrght be prefcrved for fe-

vcral mamhs
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DR 25 SEERULI AN P 5 |
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THL' c’ountnes that he “between- the " préat
lakes and River MiffitippF, and fiom-thénce fdutht
ward to Welt Fleride, although - in. the midft ofh
large continent, arid at a great-diftdnce fraim i¥e ‘fed,
are fo fituated, that'a’commaunication' between- fheth
.and other realms might couvemently be opened ; by
.which ‘means thofe empites or colorties that Thay
hereafter be founded or planted therein, Hill be reni
dered commercial ones.-VTRé great River Wifhlip-
pi, which runs through.the whole of ‘them, will enal -
ble their inhabitants to eftablifh’ an intercourfé "witly
foreign climes, equally as well as the Euphrates,’ th_c
Nile, the Danube, or-the 'Wolga, do thofe people
“which dwell on ‘their banks, and who have no éther
convenience for exporting the produce of their own -
country, or for importing thofe of others, than boats
and veflels of light burden : notwithftanding whlch,
‘they have become powerful and oputent ftated
The Miffifippi, as I have before obferved, runs
from north to fouth, and paflés through the moft
 fertile and temperate part of North America, ex-
cluding only the extremities of -it, which verge both
on the torrid and frigid zones. Thus favorably fitu«
- ated, when once its banks are covered with inhabia
tants, they need not long be at a lofs for 'means td
eftablifls an extenfive and profitable: cormerce.
They will find the country towards the ‘fouth atmoft
fpontancoufly producing filk, cotton, rnd:go, and-tod
bacco 5 and the more notheen parts, wine, ofly béef;
t'\llow,
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" tallow, fkins, buffalo wool, and furs ; with lead, cop-

per, iron, coals, lumber, corn, rice, and fruits, befides
carth and barks for dying. .

Thefe articles, with which it abounds even to pro~

fufion, may be tranfported to the ocean through this
river without greater difficulty than that which at-
tends the conveyance of merchandife down fome of
thofe I have juft mentioned. It is true that the
Mifliippi being the boundary between the Englith
and Spanith fettlements, and the Spaniards in pof-
feflion of the mouth of it, they may obftru& the paf-
fage of it-and greatly difhearten thofe who make the
firft attempts ; yet when the advantages that will
certainly arife to fettlers, are known, multitudes of
adventurers, allured by the profpe&t of fuch abun-
dant riches, will flock to it, and eftablith themfclves,
though at the expenfe of rivers of blood.
. ‘But fhould the nation that happens to be in pof-
{eflion of New Orleans prove unfriendly to the inter-
nal fettlers, they may find a way into the Gulf of
Mexico, by the river Iberville, which empties itfelf
from the Miflifippi, after pafling through Lake Mau-
repas, into Lake Ponchartrain, which has a commu-
nication with the fea, within the borders of Weft
Florida. The River Iberville branches off from the
M:flifppi about eighty miles above New Orleans, and
though it is at prefent choaked up in fome parts, it
might at an inconfiderable expenfe be made navi-
gable, fo as to anfwer all the purpoles propofed.

Although the Englifh have acquired fince the lafk
peace 2 more exteniive knowledge of the interior
parts than were ever obtained before, even by the
French, yet many of their produttions ftill remain
unknown. And though I was not deficient either in
afliduity or attention during the fhort time I remain-
¢d in them, yet I muft acknowledge that the intelli-

_ gence. I gained was not fo perfet as Lcould wifh,

and that jr requires further refearches. to make the
T ' - world




world thoroughly acquainted with the real value of -

thefe long hidden realms. : .
The parts of the Miflifippi, of which no furvey has

hitherto been taken, amount to upwards of eight

- hundred miles, following "the courfe of the fiream, .

that is, from the Iflinois to the Ouifconfin Rivers. -
Plans of fuch as reach from the former, to the Gulf
- of Mexico, have been dclineated by feveral hands,
and I have the pleafure to find that an afual furvey
of the intermediate parts of the Miflifippi, between
the- Hlinois River and. the {ea, which the Ohio, Che-~
rokee, and Ouabache Rivers, taken on the {pot -by a
very ingenicus Gentleman,* is now publifhed. -I
flatter myfelf that the ‘obfervations therein contained,
which have beert made by one whofe knowledge of
the' parts therein defcrlbed was acquired by a perfon-
al inveftigation, aided by a folid judgment, will con-
firm the remarks I have made, and promote the plan

. I'am here recommending.

.~ . Ihzll alfo here give a concife defeription of each,
beginning, according to the rule of geographers, with:
that which lfes moft to the ncrth.

It is however neceflary to obferve, that before thefe
fettlemerts can be cftablifhed, grants muft be pro-

| cured in the manner cuﬁomary on fuch occafions,

' and the lands be purchafed of thofe who have ac-

-quired a right to them by a long poffeffion; but no

.greater difficulty will attend the complction' of this

point, than the original founders of every colony en

the continent met with to obfiruct theirintentions ;.
and the number of Indians who inhabit thefe tradts
being greatly inadequate to their extent, it is not to
be doubted, but they will readily give up for a res-

.fonable confideration, territeries that are of little ufe

. to them j; .er remove for the cccommodation of their

b2 ' new
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new neighboers, to lands at a greater diftance frome

the Miditippi, the navigation of which is not effen~
tial to the welfare of their communities. -

No. L. 'The country withia thefe lines, from its
fituation is colder than any of the éthers ; yet I am
contvinced that the air is much more temperate, than
in thofe proviiices that lie in the fame degree of Jati-
tude to the caft of it. The foil is excellent, and
there is a gre.xt deal of land that is free from woods
in the parts adjoining to the Miflifippi ; whilit on the
contrary the north eaftern. borders of it are welt
wooded.  Towards the heads of the River St. Croix,
rice grows in gre:t plenty, and there is abundance

.of copper. Though the falls of Saint Anthony are
fitvated at the fouth eaft corner of this divif ion, vet
that impediment will not totally obftruét the naviga-
tion, as the River St. Croix, which runs through a
great part of the fouthern fide-of it, enters the Mafli-

Gippi juft below the Falls, and flows with fo gentle a.

current, that it affords a convenient navigation for
boats.  This tract is about cne hundred miles from
north weft to fouth eaft, and ene hundred and twen-
ty miles from north eaft to fouth weit.

No. I.  This trad, as I have already defcribed
itin my Journal, excéeds the higheft encomiums I
ean give it ;-notwithftanding which it is entirely un-
inhabited, and the profufion of bleffings that nature
has fhowered on this heavenly fpot, return unenjoy-
ed to the lap from whence they fprang. Lake De-
Pin, as I have termed it after the French, les within
thefe bounds ; but the lake to which that name prop--
erly belongs, is a little above the River St. Croix;’
however, as all the traders call the lower lake by that.
namne, I have fo deneminated it, contrary to the in-
formation I received from the Indians. This colony»

lying in unequal angles, the dimenfions of it cannot-

bz exaltly given, but it appears to be on an average
about one hundred and ten mlles long, and eighty.
o, Ne. IIL
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No. III. The greateft part of this divifion is fitu-
ated on the River Ouifconfin, which is navigable for
boats .about ome hundred and eighty miles, till it
reaches the carrying place that divides jt from the

. Fox River. The land which is contained within its

limits, is m fome parts mountainous, and in the
other confifts of fertile meadows and fine pafturage.
It is furnifhed alfo with a great deal of good timber,
and, as is generally the cafe on the banks of the Mii-
fifippi and its branches, has much fine, open, clear
land, proper for cultivation. To thefe are added an
inexhauftible fond of riches, in a number of lead
mines which lie at a-little diftance from the Ouif-
confin towards the fouth, and appear to be uncom-
monly full of ore. Although-the Saukies and Otta-
gaumies inhabit a part of this tract, the whole of the
lands under their cultivation docs not exceed three
hundred acres. It is in length from eaft to weft
about one hundred and fifty mil¢s, and about eighty
from north to fouth.

Ng. IV. 'This colony confifts of lands of various
denominations, fome of which are very good, and
others- very bad. The beft is fituated on the borders

of the Green Bay and the Fox River, where there - * '

are innumerable acres covered -with fine grafs, moft
part of which grows to an aftonifhing height. This
river will afford a good navigation for boats through-
out the whole of its courfe, which is abont one hun-
dred and eighty miles, except between the Winne-
bago Lake, and the Green Bay ; where there are
feveral carrying-places in the fpace of thirty miles.
The Fox River is'rendered remarkable by the abun-
dance of rice that grows on its fhores, and the al-
moft infinite numbers of wild fowl that frequent its
banks. The land which lies near it-appears to be
very fertile, and promifes to produce a fufficient fup-
ply of all the neceffaries of life for any number of
inhabitants. A communication might be cpenedh l}y

thote
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thofc who fhall fettle here, either through the Green
Bay, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and
Lake Ontario with Canada, or by way of the Ouif~
confin into the Miflifippi. This divifion is about one
hundred and fixty miles long from north to fouth,
and one hundred and forty broad. )

No. V. Thisis an excellent tra& of land, and,
confidering its interior fituation, has greater advan-
tages than could be expeéted ; for having the Miffi-
fippi on its weltern borders, and tie Ilinois on its
fouth eaft, it has as free a navigation as moft of the
others. ‘The northern parts of it are fomewhat.
mountainous, but it contains a great deal of clear-
land, the foil of which is excellent,” with many fire
fertile imeadows, and not a few rich mines. . It is up-
wards of two hundred miles from north to fouth, and
one hundred and fifty from eaft to weft,

No. VI. This colony being fituated upon the
heads of the Rivers Illinois and Ouabache, the former
of which empties itfelf immediately into the Mifli-
fippi, and the latter into the fame river by meaps of
the Ohio, will readily find 2 communication with the
fea through thefe. Having alfo the River Miamis
pafling through it, which runs into Lake Erie, an in-
tercourfe might be eftablifhed with Canada alfo by
way of the lakes, as before pointed out. Tt contains
a great deal of rich fertile land, and though more in-
land than any of the others, will be as valuabklé an ac-
quifition as the beft of them, From north to fouth
it is about one hundred and f{ixty miles, from eaft to
" weft one hundred and eighty. N

.No. VII. This divifion is not inferior to any of
the foregoing. Its northern borders lying adjacent
to the Illinois river, and its weftern to the Miflifippi,
the fituation of it for eftablithing a commercial inter-
courfe with foreign nations is very commodiouys. It
abounds with all the neceflaries of life, and is about
ane: hundred and fifty miles from north to fouth, and

fixty
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fixty miles from gaft to weft ; but the confines of it
being more irregular than the others, I cannot exalt-

T ly af%ertain the dimenfions of it. .

No. VIIL. " This colony having the River Oua-
bache running through the centre of it, and the Ohio
for its fouthern boundary, will enjoy the advantages
of a frce navigation. It extends about one hundred
and forty miles from north to fouth, and one hundred
and thirty from eaft to weft. :

No. X. and XI. being fimilar in fituation, and
furnifhed with nearly the fame conveniences as all
the others, L fhall only give their dimenfions. No.
YX. is about eighty miles each way, but not exatly
fquare. No. X. is nearly in the fame form, and
about the fame extent. No.” XI. is muck larger, be-
ing at leaft onc hundred and fifty miles from north
to fouth, and one hundred and forty from eaft to
weft, as nearly as from itsirregularity it is poflible to
calculate. ’

After the difcription of this delightful country I
have already given, I need not repeat that all the

~fpots I have thus pointed out as proper for coloniza-
tion, abound not only with the neceflaries of life, be- -
ing well ftored with rice, deer, buffaloes, bears, &c.
but produce in equal abundance fuch as may be term-

- ed luxuries, or at leaft thofe articles of commerce be-
fore recited which the inhabitants of it will have an
opportunity of exchanging for the necdful ‘produc-
tions of other countries..

The difcovery of a north weft paflage to India has
been the fubject of innumerable difquifitions. Ma-
ny cftorts likewife have been made by way of Hud-
fon’s Bay, to penetrate into the Pacific Ocean, though
without fuccefs. I fhall not therefore trouble my-
felf to enumerate the advantages that would refult
from this much wifhed for difcovery, its utility being
already too well known to the commercial world to
need any elucidation ; I fhall only confine myfelf l:

t
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the mcthods that appear moft prolgble to enfure foe—

cefs to future adventurers.

The many attempts that have hitherto been: made
for this purpofe, but which-have all been rendered
abortive, feem to have turned the fpirit of making
ufeful refearches inte another channel, and this moft
interefting one has almoft been given up as impradti-

cable ; but, in my opinion, their failure rather pro-
ceeds from their being begun at an improper place,
than from their xmpraé‘t.cquhty

All mavigators that have hitherto gone in fearchof =

this pnﬁ'\ge, have firft cntered Hudfon’s Bay 5 the
confequence of which has been, that having fpent
the feafon during which only thofe feas are naviga-:
ble, in explosing many of the numerous inlets lying
therein, and this without dx('covcrmg any opening,
terrified at the approach of winter, they have haften--
ed back for fear of being frozen up, and confequent-
ly of bzing obliged to continue till the return of fum-
mer in thofe blcak and dreary realms. "'Even fuchas
have perceived the coafts to enfold themiclves, and
who have of courfe entertained hopes of fucceeding,
have been deterred from profecuting their voyage,
left the winter fhould fet in before they could reach
a more temperate climate.

Thefe apprehenfions have difcouraged the boldeﬁ

adventurers from completing the expeditions in -
which they have engaged, and fruftrated every at- - .

tempt. DBat as.it has been difcovered by fuch as have .
failed into the northern parts of the Pacific Ocean,
that there are many inlets which verge towards Hud-

fon’s Bay, it is not to be doubted but that a paffage -

might be made out from that quarter, if it be fought - :

for at a proper. feafon. ~ And fhould thefe expelta-
tions be difappointed, the explorers would not be in:
the fame hazardous fituation with thofe’ who fet out
from Hudfon’s Bay, for they will always be fure of a.
{afe retreat, through an open fea, to warmer regions,

even
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even aftér repeited difappointments. And this con-
fidence will enable them to proceed with greater re-
folation, -and probably be the: means of effeting
what too much <¢ircumfpection or, timidity has pre-
vented. . : )

Thefe reafons for altering the plan of inquiry af-
ter this convenient paflage, carry with them fuch

. convition, ‘that in the year 1774, Richard Whit-
worth, Efg. member-of Parliament for Stafford, a gen-

-tleman of an extenfive knowledge in geography, of
an adtive enterprifing difpofition and whofe benevo-
lent mind is ever ready to promote the happinefs of
indviduals, or the welfare of the public, from the rep-
refentations made to him of the expediency of it by
myfelf and others, intended to travel acrofs the con-
tinent of America, that he might attempt to carry a
fcheme of this kind into execution. ~ - o

He defigned to have purfued neatly the fame route
that 1did ; and after having built a fort at Lake Pe-
pin, to have proceeded up the River St. Pierre, and
from thence up a branch of the River Meflorie, till
having difcovered the fource of the Oregan or River
of the Weft, on the other fide the fummit of the
lands that divide the waters which run into the Gulf
of Mexico from thofe that fall into the Pacific Ocean,
he would have failed down that river to the place
where it is faid to empty itfelf near the Straits of An-
nian.

Having there eftablifhed another fettlement on
fome fpot that appeared beft calculated for the fup-
port of his people in the neighbourhood of fome of
the. inlets .which tend towards the north eaft, he
;would from thence have begun his refearches. This
gentleman was to have been attended in the expedi-
tion by Calonel Rogers, myfelf, and others, and to

- have taken out with him a fufficient number of arti-
ficers and mariners for building the forts and veflels
neceffary on the occafion, and for navigating the

. - latter
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latter 5 in all, not lefs than fifty or fixty men. The
grants and other requifites for this purpofe were even
nearly compleated, when the prefent troubles in A-
America began,which put a ftop to an enterprife that
promifed to be of inconceivable advantage to the
Britifh dominions. '















