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OBSERVANDA.

IN proper names the letters should be pronounced as follows:—
A as in father; ¢ as in there; ¢ as in ravine; o as in go; # as in
lunar; and the diphthongs as and ef as in hide. The consonants
are pronounced as in English, save that 4% is guttural, as in the
Scotch lock.

The dates are given according to the English reckoning, being in
advance of the Russian by twelve days.

All temperatures are expressed according to the scale of Fahrenheit.

The ordinary paper rouble is reckoned at two shillings, its value
at the time of the Author’s visit ; but before the Russo-Turkish war
its value was half-a-crown and upwards.

English weights and measures are to be understood unless other-
wise stated. ’

The Russian Arshin equals 28 inches  English
" Sajen ” 7 feet »
” Verst ” £ mile ”
» Pound ” 14.43 ounces
" Pud (or Pood) ’ 36 lbs. "
" Rouble (or 100 Kopecks) ,, 2 shillings ”

" Silzver rouble » 3 0w ’
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“To the Metropolta=s of the Church of Russia. or
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long galleries of timber beams, and then to the spots
where the miners had been working. Here, by the
light of our lamps, the pieces of green mineral could
be clearly seen, and we had the pleasure of digging
them out with a pick, and bringing them away as
specimens. The price of malachite at the mine is six
shillings a Russian pound, if in moderate-sized pieces ;
twenty shillings when the lumps are large, but only
two shillings if they are small.

Besides these copper and magnetic iron mines, they
have others of manganese iron ore, which contains
64 per cent. of binoxide of manganese, the peroxide
being sold at the rate of about eighteen shillings
per hundredweight. Specimens of these and other
minerals of great interest to the geologist are exhibited
in a museum not far from the works.

Among the remarkable things to be seen at these
hives of industry were—a machine for drawing water
by a cord from a copper-mine two miles off, a steam-
hammer of seven tons weight, an iron furnace of
10,000 cubic feet dimensions, said to be the largest
high furnace for wood in the world, and a machine for
splitting their fuel wood, of which they burn annually
100,000 sajens—that is to say, a 325 feet cube, or,
roughly speaking, a pile of logs twice as big as St.
Paul's Cathedral.*

They make steel for Sheffield, and can do castings
up to more than 3o tons in weight. Their iron is
excelled in quality, I believe, only by that of Danne-

* What extent of land must be cleared to furnish such a quantity of
fuel I know not, but the railways of Central Russia are caid to consume
yearly the timber off go,000 acrcs of forest— an area, that is, about the size
of Rutlandshire.
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man of the district, and presented my letter, with the
view of visiting the prisons. I heard that in his
district there were 24 schools, and, having made
arrangements for providing them with tracts, I went
to see the prison. From statistics given me for the
previous year, it appeared that a total of 20,711
prisoners passed through the hands of the authorities
in 1878.* This opens up the whole subject of prisons
and exiles, which is to form a leading feature of these
pages, and therefore I think it will be better to devote
separate chapters to both, in which general ideas can
be given. This will save repetition, and it will then
be easy to illustrate general principles by particular
incidents as we mcet them from time to time in
travelling and visiting prisons from the Urals to the
Pacific.

* Onc-fourth of these (4,995) were women, and 215 were Jocal offenders,
of whom 10 were women and 3 were minors. In the course of the year
were located in the Town Prison 157 men and § women ; in the Police
Prison 4 men, and in the Central Prison for exiles 15,111 men and 4,985
women.



CHAPTER 1IV.

THE EXILES.

Rcasons for and history of deportation to Siberia.—Number of exiles.—
Their education.—Crimes.—Sentences.—Loss of rights.—Privileges.
—Proportion of hard-labour convicts.—Where located. —Release.—
Escapes.—Causes and methods of flight.—Transport.—A convoy
of exiles.—Moscow charity.—Conveyance to Permand Tiumen.—
Their distribution.—Order of march.— Sea-borne exiles.—Mistakes
of English newspapers.—Conveyance of political exiles.

N dealing with criminals, the Russian Government
has to act as best it can for the good of the
community in general. If, in particular cases, it seems
likely that the criminal may be reformed, he is sent to
one of the prisons or houses of correction at home;
but if, on the other hand, the crime of the malefactor
demands a severe punishment, and, after repeated cor-
rection, he seems to be incorrigible, then he is banished
to Siberia, the people-being thus rid of a corrupting
member of society, whilst another unit is sent to assist
in developing the resources of a large territory of the
Russian empire, which has great need of population.
This, I presume, is the theory, or part of it, of the
deportation of prisoners to distant parts of the empire.*

* According to M. Reclus, the first decree of banishment fell upon the
insurrectionists of Uglitch, in 1591, in the days of the Tsar Boris Godunot,
and for a century afterwards Siberia received scarcely any exiles but State
prisoners. At the end of the seventeenth century, however, some of the







































“ THROUGH SIBERIA.

demned to Western Siberia are assigned to particular
towns or villages, whither they are sent by water. if
possible, or, if not, on foo. Those. however. who are
condemned o Eastern Siberia are placed in another
barge, and taken on the Tura, Tobol, Irtish, Obi. and
the Tom, to Tomsk, whence their walking eastward
begins.  When not hindered by accidental causes, they
usually rest one day and walk two, marching some-
times twenty miles or more a day. Temporary prisons
called dlapes are erected along the road to receive
them for the night, and in the towns are larger build-
ings called perisy/nie prisons, in which they may rest,
if nccessary, a longer time, and where there are hos-
pitals, medical attendants, etc. Thus they go on day
after day, weck after week, month after month, to
their destined place or prison, to Irkutsk, to Yakutsk,
to Chita, or, if perchance they are destined to Sakhalin,
they continue to Stretinsk on the Shilka, thence by
stcam on the river Amur to Nikolaefsk, and so by
ship to the island. Two years since, however, the
Russian Government adopted a new and better plan
with prisoners intended for Sakhalin, and, instead of
sending them across Asia, shipped them from Odessa,
vid the Suez Canal, to the Pacific direct. A large
merchant steamer, the Nzjni Novgorod, was employed
for the purpose, sailing under the Government flag,
which made the passage in about two months, the
prisoners arriving in excellent health, and without one
death on the passage.

I mention this fact the more readily as I heard it in
the Admiral's house at Vladivostock, where the ship
arrived a week or two before I did, and where it was
said that one of the Japanese newspapers had copied
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exceptional. Whilst the exiles are on the march, and,
in certain cases, whilst they are living like colonists,
they receive clothing and an allowance for food, either
in money or in kind; but this subject will be best
treated under the description of prisons, to which sub-
sequent chapters will be devoted.
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that the Tatars, when on a journey, carry with them
their wooden basins, for they will not drink from a
vessel used by Russians; and so, in some parts, Russians
will not drink from Tatar cups, though this exclusiveness
wears away where Russians are many and Tatars are
few. The Tatars have a good physique: dark eves,
swarthy skin, black hair, and high cheek-bones. Their
strength of body is such as to make them excellent
workmen, as may be seen by the enormous burdens
they carry in loading vessels at Nijni Novgorod and
Kasan. They are much liked in the capitals as coach-
men, for they understand horses well. I heard good
accounts of them likewise as servants in the hotel at
Petersburg. They are not drunken, and are therefore
valuable as waiters. Their women are supposed to wear
veils, and do so in the cities. In the villages they con-
tent themselves with shawls, which are drawn nearlyover
the face when a stranger approaches. Men and boys,
whether in the house or abroad, wear a small skull-cap,
somctimes richly embroidered ; and on high days some
are seen with white turbans. These and their long
cassock-like coats give the men a decidedly oriental
appearance. Both men and women wear top-boots,
and generally goloshes over them, so that, on entering
the house or the mosque, they have only to slip off
the goloshes to secure clean shoes.*

where they have been won over by the Russians to the Greek Church;
Pagans where they have not been reached even by Mohammedanism,
but have remained in the darkness of aboriginal Shamanism, as is still

the case with a few of the Yakute Turks; and Mohammedans, which is
the case for the most part with those of the country through which we
passed.

# The natural home of the Turk or the Tatar is the steppe, where
they dwell in tents, and are herdsmen, horsemen, and in some cases
camel-drivers. Those we passed gain their livelihood by agriculture, by
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the larger towns if he attempted openly to sell them 1n
the Tatar quarter. 1 took with me a few Turkish
- gospels, and among the prisoners at Barnaul found
three Tatars, one of whom could read. As we re-
passed the door of their room, all three were seen sitting
with their legs beneath them, the two illiterate ones
listening to their scholarly friend with eager attention.
We met several of this race in prison and elsewhere, as
we proceeded onwards, but I do not remember passing
through whole villages of Tatars after we left the
district of Tobolsk. Hence we were the more glad
not to have missed these.
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appears ; for one lady prisoner, a criminal condemned
to Siteria, was about to take to herself a husband
before proceeding thither, and the happy event was to
be ceicbrated in the prison on the morning after my
visit. Peeping through the food aperture of one of the
Coors was the face of a pretty young woman, a political
prisonier, in whose possession had been found suspicious
books. There was a women's reccption-room, having
a bath warmed .by gas; but as it was found to cost
about five shillings to heat, it is not surprising that this
particular bath is seldom uscd.

Dark cells were shown to us, in which a prisoner
may not be put for more than six successive days.
The place where prisoners were allowed to converse
with their friends was dark, which is not usual ; and I
observed in it no place for an officer to sit between the
parties whilst they were speaking.

The attempts of the authoritics to keep the prisoners
from intercourse with one another, and with the outer
world, do not yet appear to be perfectly successful.

A B C D E

The Polish prisoners in Warsaw, according to M.
Andreoli, had a plan by which they could pass news in
u couple of hours to all the prisoners in the fortress.
A square was divided into 25 spaces for the 25 letters
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exiles as they come from Russia, and from which, as
already stated, they are distributed over Siberia. At
Tobtolsk are three hard-labour prisons, with about
1.000 coavicts, in which prisoners often spend part
ot their terms before going further cast. The next
building of similar dimensions is called the Alexan-
drettsky ceatral prison, about 50 miles from Irkutsk,
where are somne 1,500 hard-labour convicts.  Continuing
cast, there were formerly some lirge hard-labour
prisons at Chita and Nertchinsk, tidings from which,
in vears gone by, have caused many an ear to tingle ;
but since the Russians have gained the Amur, and
many' of the mines have passed from Government into
private hands, the great bulk of the convicts have been
sent further east. At Kara, on the Shilka, for instance,
is a large penal colony, where there are upwards of
2,000 convicts living in and about six prisons, the men
being supposed to work in the gold-mines.  After
Kara, the next large colony is on the island of Sakhalin,
which represents the utmost bound of Russian penal
life. I have said nothing of the prisons in the pro-
vinces of Akmolinsk and Semipolatinsk, as I did not

there. There is or was a large prison at Omsk,
through which exiles used formerly to pass; but, now
their route has been changed, it serves only for local
purposcs. They have no prisons in these provinces, I
believe, of considerable dimensions.

Some of the larger prisons in Siberia, especially
those of stone, were not originally built for their pre-
sent purpose. There are certain features, however,
about the others which are more or less common
to all. The Siberian prison, like the houses of the
Siberian people, is usually built of logs calked with





















CHAPTER VII
SIBERIAN PRISONS (continued)

Charitable committees.—Prison food.—Clothing.—Work.—Hard labour.
—Exercise.—Amusements.—Privileges.—Intercourse with friends.—
punishments.—Capital punishment.—Corporal punishment.—Irons.
— Prison discipline.—Flogging.—Exceptional severities.

HE Russians introduce or allow the introduction

into their prisons of an ameliorating influence,

in the form of local committees, for furthering the
temporal welfare of the prisoners. “You see,” said
to me the president of one of these committees, “ we
have two elements in the government of our prisoners.
The police strive for the letter of the law, whilst we
strive for kindness to the prisoner.” Thus justice and
mercy go hand in hand ; and when they happen to fall
out, I fancy that in Siberia, after their easy-going
fashion, mercy not unfrequently wins the day. Whether
all prisons have local committees I do not know ; but
we came in contact with the operations of several.
The members take upon themselves to superintend,
clothe, and educate the children of prisoners; and in
more than one place we found admirable asylums built
for this purpose. They also lend a helping hand to
prisoners’ wives, and at Irkutsk we found they had
supplied the prison with a library. Their exertions,
however, do not stop here ; for they look after and in
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some cases improve and augment the prisoners’ food.
The Government allows for each prisoner so much
money a day. At Ekaterineburg, for instance, to the
common exiles 10 kopecks; to the upper classes 15
kopecks. At Irkutsk we met an upper-class prisoner who
had 173 kopecks, which he reccived in money. The
prisoners who remain at Ekaterineburg are allowed 6
kopecks a day. Instead, however, of each spending
his 6 kopecks, the whole is taken and dispensed by
the committee in the purchase for the general caldron
of meat, vegetables, etc. ; and they somehow manage
out of threehalfpence a head to give to each prisoner
two dishes of food. Whether the committee appeal to
the public for funds I know not. At Tomsk we heard
that each director of the prison committee gave his
ten roubles annually, whilst from the neighbouring
villages were brought presents of flour and other kinds
of food. Again, it is common to see, outside prison
gates, boxes in which may be placed offerings for the
welfare of the prisoners; and such is the liberality of
the people in this direction, especially on festivals, that
in Petersburg those detained get more Easter eggs
than they can eat. All this speaks of kindness on the
part of the public towards prisoners, in which particular
I know no nation that equals the Russian. Further
allusion will be made to this hereafter.

Apart, however, from these philanthropic efforts, the
reader will perhaps get a better idea of Siberian prison
diet from details which came under our own observation.
At Tiumen each man was said to receive daily 23 lbs.
(Russian) of bread, } lb. of meat on ordinary days, and
2 Ib. on holidays, with salt, pepper, etc., also a daily
allowance of quass for drink. The fare in Tobolsk prison


















































































































116 THROUGH SIBERIA.

such as copies of the Gospels, Psalms, and the New
Testament in Russian, Polish, German, French, and
Tatar, together with 400 copies of the illustrated
Russian Workman, and 1,000 tracts, his Excellency
kindly undertaking to distribute the papers and tracts
in the schools, and in the best way he could through
the province generally, and to place the books for
permanent use, not in the libraries, but within reach of
each person in every room of every prison, hospital,
poor-house, or similar institution under his administra-
tion. Having made these arrangements, committed
them to paper in the form of a letter, and delivered it
to the governor on thc Monday evening, we awaited
the arrival of the steamer to take us to Tomsk.
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fore-cabins and saloons for first-class passengers, and
after-cabins for those of the second class, whilst the
deck was allotted to a considerable number of third-
class passengers and discharged soldiers who were
‘“ homeward bound.” All told, the passengers, I should
imagine, could not have counted less than from 100 to
150. Among those of the first class were some pleasant
people, such as officers of the army, navy, and gend-
armerie, and a few school girls going home for summer
holidays from Petersburg, a distance of 3,000 miles.
There were specimens also of the ubiquitous Russian
merchant, travelling on business. Our first impressions
of these travellers were unfavourable. Some of the
gentlemen were taking leave, if I mistake not, at
Tobolsk, of friends, and this event is usually accom-
panied in Siberia with the drinking of a great deal
of wine ; so that, when one of the naval officers came
to take his place in the sleeping saloon, he was in
a condition * unbecoming an officer and a gentleman.”
We were spared further inconvenience of this kind
by the captain, who had received injunctions from
one of the proprietors, Mr. Ignatoff, to look after
“Mr. Missionary,” as the captain insisted upon calling
me, and on which I did not undeceive him. For the
payment of three second-class fares he gave us for
sleeping the second-class ladics’ cabin—intended for
five persons—in which we were comfortable enough
at night, whilst we sat where we pleased by day.
The captain was also instructed to charge £2 instead
of £4 for the carriage of our tarantass, and also to
deal leniently with our heavy excess of baggage and
books. As our voyage lasted several days, it was not
a matter for surprise that time hung heavily upon the
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TOMSK. 133

to Barnaul. There we should find a prison, and another
in the same direction, at Biisk, to which we could send ;
priests and people would be benefited by the way ; and
we hoped to see the Emperor’s usine for the smelting
of gold and silver. This looked more inviting, even
though it involved a journey of 700 miles, than loitering
at Tomsk for a week. We were now to begin tarantass
travelling in earnest, which I think had better be once
for all described, partly for the benefit of the uninitiated,
who may possibly become Siberian travellers, and partly
that the reader may not be wearied hereafter by a too
frequent recurrence to the same topic.
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must be bought as opportunity offers. If a housewife
has finished the manufacture of a down pillow she wishes
to sell, she will bring it into Ekaterineburg to market ;
but, if you want such a thing on a given day. vou may
search the town and not get one.

You may now get in. cover your legs with a rug, and
watch them harness the horses. Siberian post-horses
are sorry objects to look at, but splendid creatures to
go. A curry-comb probably never touches their coats;
but, under the combined influence of coaxing, scolding,
screaming, and whip. they attain a pace which in
England would be adjudged as nothing short o1
*furious driving.” They are smaller than English
horses, but much hardier, and are driven two. three,
four, or even five or more. abreast. The Russian
harness is a complicated affair. the most noticcable
feature being the douga, or arched bow. over the horse’s
neck. To the foreigner this looks a needless incum-
brance, but the Russian declares that it holds the whole
concern together. The rods are fastened to the ends
of the bow, and the horse’s collar in turn to the shafts,
so that the collar remains a fixture. agzinst which the
horse is obliged to push.  The shafts are supported by
a saddle and pad on the back. and do not touch the
borse's body. The centre horse only is in rods: those
on either side. how many soever they be. are called a
*¢ pair."and are merely zttached by ropes.  If vou have
been wise. you have bought at the Gesrizes Dz oy about
20 vards of inck-rope to go zil reund the back of the
vehicle, and to which are attached the two outer horses.
The post-men are suppesed to suztly such a rope, but
thedrs are often thin and rotten. It is well. too. to take
several fathoms of hali-inch rore.  One of the wheels
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The journey to Barnaul revealed to us beauties of
scenery and vegetation for which we were hardly pre-
pared after the flat and leafless districts through which
we had been passing. The landscape now became
undulating, and the traveller who passes further south
to Biisk, and beyond, approaches the regions of the
Altai chain, which are spoken of as well worth seeing.*

Empire, of which 14 are in Siberia, namely : at Omsk, Akmolinsk,
Semipolatinsk, Tomsk, Barnaul, Kuznetsk, Yeneseisk, Turukhansk, Irkutsk,
Kiakhta, Nertchinsk mines, Blagovestchensk, Nikolaefsk, and Vladivo-
stock. The Russians have an observatory also in China, at Peking; and
I think I heard of some new ones established on the Obi. They register
thrice daily—at seven, one, and nine—the readings of the barometer, the
dry and wet bulb thermometers giving the temperature and humidity of
the atmosphere, the direction of the wind, and the amount of clouds, rain,
snow, etc. ; and these statistics are collected and published at Petersburg
with a fulness which exceeds, I am told, anything that we do in poor England.
I was presented with the Report for 1877 (the last then published)—a great
volume of 600 pages. It will be from this source that I shall from time
to time air before the reader my meteorological learning. Tomsk was the
first of the Siberian stations at which we arrived, where the maximum
temperature of the year rose,at one o’clock on the 6th August, to 106°.9,
and the minimum temperature, 83°.2 below zero, occurred on Christmas
Day. At Barnaul, some 200 miles south, it was a litt!s hotter and a little
colder, the maximum being 107°.8, and the minimum 84°.8 below zero.
On the Sunday we spent there, June I5th, the temperature was the hottest
we had experienced up to that time in Siberia ; and we heard it is so
cold in winter that small birds sometimes drop dead in the streets.

* The entire Altai system extends in a serpentine line, and under various
names, from the Irtish to Behring Strait. The breadth of the chain
varies from 400 to 1,000 miles. Its entire length is about 4,500 miles, but
itis only to the portion west of Lake Baikal that the term Altai is applied.
This part consists of a succession of terraces with swelling outiine,
descending in steps from the high tableland, and terminating in promon-
tories on the Siberian plains. On these terraces (some of them at great
height) are numerous lakes. The ordinary tablclands are given as not
more than 6,000 feet high, and as seldom covered with perpetual snow,
though it is otherwise with the Korgan tableland, which reaches 9,900
feet ; and the two pillars of Katunya, which are said to attain to nearly
13,000 feet above the sea level. At the western extremity of the chain

are metalliferous veins, in which several important workings have been
established since 1872.
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from 8 o'clock till 2, after which hour some of them
learn bookbinding. Sundays and saints’ days are
holidays, but the children are required to be every
Sunday at church. There was a priest in the room
giving instruction. I asked the children some Scrip-
ture questions, but was poorly answered. Many of
the children, however, jumped at the opportunity of
purchasing a New Testament for 1}d., and we left
a supply for them. The master wished the boys to
be examined in arithmetic, whereupon, among other
questions, I asked them, “ What two numbers multiplied
together make 7?” They knitted their brows as if
making a great effort—and even the master's coun-
tenance seemed to betray that he thought the question
too difficult. All laughed heartily, however, when, on
giving it up, I told them that the factors were 7 and 1.
The master lived in an adjoining part of the house ;
and in this far-off place I observed on the wall of the
schoolmaster’s room, as I had seen on that of one of
the prison officials at Tiumen, an English engraving of
the portrait of Professor Darwin. The schoolmaster
said I was the first Englishman he had seen, gladly

purchased some of our books, and thanked us for our
visit.
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From: the cemetery at Barnaul are seen its half-
dozen churches and a large building known as the
Emperor’s usine, or gold and silver smelting works.
Most of the business of the town is connected with
mining ; and many surveyors and engineers live in
the adjacent mountains in summer, and in Barnaul in
winter. The discovery of the precious metals in the
Altai regions was made by one of the Demidoffs, who
is said to have been sent there by Peter the Great.
His monument in brass stands in the public square at
Barnaul. We had an introduction to the manager of
the usine, Mr. Clark, who is the son of an Englishman,
and who reads but does not speak his father's language.
We found in his spacious house a good collection of
English books, together with copies of the Nineteentk
Century, the Graphic, All the Year Round, and the
weekly edition of the ZZmes. On the Sunday after-
noon our host took us to visit the poor-house and the
hospital. In this latter were 14 rooms, which had the
advantage of being very lofty and airy, though they
struck me as not particularly tidy.

In the 9 rooms of the prison were 120 criminals,
one of whom, a day or two previously, had within the
prison walls enacted a tragedy, the circumstances of
which would furnish material for a sensational novel.
The rooms of the prison are ranged on either side of
long as the corpse remains in the house. Burials always take place in
the morning. The corpse is taken into the church with the face un-
covered, looking castward, and before removal is kissed by the priest and
relatives. At the grave the priest casts carth upon it. Further (though
this is not ecclesiastically prescribed), the Russians have services for the
dead at the grave, or at the church, on the third, the ninth, and the fortieth
day, also on the anniversaries of the departed one’s death and birthday,

the last two being contirued for some persons for many years. They do
not, however, believe in purgatory.
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with Mr. Clark, we bade our host adieu, and on Wed-
nesday, June 18th, we re-entered Tomsk, where we
found our luggage arrived, and for the carriage of
which, by steamer, Mr. Ignatoff—to his liberality be
it said—would make no charge. When I added this
concession to the reduced rate we had paid on the Obi
for our tarantass, our berths, and excess luggage—to
say nothing of the personal attention shown on board
to *“ Mr. Missionary,”—and all this without my having
breathed a word as to charges, I thought it very hand-
some, and I gladly record this good deed spontaneously
emanating from beneath the double-breasted coat of a
Russian merchant,
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We had several opportunities, in passing through
Siberia, of attending the Church services. Picture-
worship is an almost universal attendant of Russian
devotion—more so, if possible, than in Roman coun-
tries ; and the Russian Church has found it neces-
sary to issue many warnings against the perils of
idolatry.*

Another prominent feature of ‘“orthodox” worship
is the plentiful use of lighted candles bought at the
church entrance. In one church in Petersburg, and
that not the largest, I was told that money is taken
yearly for candles up to 10,000 roubles—say £1,000.

The vestments of the priests and bishops are gor-
geous in the extreme. A metropolitan’s “ sakkos” is
shown at Moscow, which is said to weigh 50 pounds,
by reason of the pearls and gems with which it is
embellished. At the Troitza monastery are fifteen
dresses for the Archimandrite, one of which, for the
mere making, cost the Empress Elizabeth £600, the
robe itself being valued at £11,000. This monastery
is said to possess amongst its treasures two bushels of

five to seven members, presided over by the bishop, the whole being
under the synod. Appeals, therefore, lie from the directories (where they
exist) to the consistory, from the consistory to the bishop, and from the
bishop to the synod. The synod, which has equal civil rank with the
senate, and the ecclesiastical rank of a patriarch, consists of bishops and
priests, whose nomination, appointment, and length of membership
depend on the will of the Sovereign. There sits also with them a
lay procurator, who is the crown representative, and who has a vefo
which can be reversed only by appeal to the Emperor.

® The “orthodox” Church draws a nice distinction between the unlaw-
fulness of using in church an image proper, and the lawfulness of using
the same image if carved on a flat surface; but the ordinary observer,
who beholds people in an Eastern Church bowing down before graven
images and likenesses of things that are in heaven and in earth, must find
it exceedingly difficult to determine where reverence ends and idolatry
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which is in form somewhat similar to the English
« Commination Service,” and in which anathemas are
pronounced against those who impugn various articles
of the Russian faith. Yet another service is * the
Office of the Holy Unction,” that is, for preparing
the chrism,* and there are other occasional and curious
services, such as for the consecration of a church; for
an icon or picture ; washing the feet on Thursday in
Holy Week; prayers on laying the first stone of a
house ; for seed time; longer offices to be used in
drought, earthquake, plague, incursion of barbarians,
for children when they commence their education, and
many more ; but I think that on this head I have said

enough.

* This ointment, made of 23 ingredients, can be consecrated only by a
bishop, and in Passion Week. It boils three days, with a depth of five
tingers of wine below the oil, and priests and deacons by turns read the
Gospel day and night, without ceasing, from Monday till Thursday.
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Their general characteristics are Egyptian rather than
Roman.*

One of the monks of the Yuryef Monastery, near
Novgorod, gave me the following outline of their
daily life : They rise at half-past two (one o'clock on

T a—
A RUSSIAN NUN.

festivals), go to church till six, and from six till

* The Lavra of Egypt are supposed to have been collections of tents
in the deserts, where each provided for himself, but joined the rest in
common devotions. Ccenobia were institutions where all lived associated.
The discipline is the same in all three, but the Stauropegia are under the
direct jurisdiction, not of the bishops, but of the Synod. Dr. Neale gives
the numbers of Russian monasteries for men at 435, and for women, 113.
My almanack mentions a gross total of 472. Greck monks need not be
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chapter to expand these thoughts in a fair and honest
way, without sparing blame or withholding praise.

Most persons, who have had the opportunity of
observing, allow that the Russians are a religious
people. One sees this not only in the large numbers
both of men and women who attend the churches, but
also in the tens of thousands who yearly go on pil-
grimage to sacred places. The monks of Troitza
sometimes have in summer, on a feast day, a thousand
guests. Some, of course, are idle wanderers, going
from place to place to get food ; but many walk hun-
dreds—nay, thousands—of miles to redeem a vow or
offer a prayer for something specially desired. Much
of this, no doubt, is eminently unspiritual and super-
stitious. Much of their worship is perilously like, if
not altogether, idolatry ; yet it should be remembered
that the average Russian knows no better ; and what
can be expected of the peasant, if the highest autho-
rities of the land, on arriving at a city, make it their
first object to pay their devotions, if not, as at Ephesus,
before “ the image which fell down from Jupiter,” yet
before a picture to which is attributed miraculous
powers? We can at least admire, however, the in-
tention in these things; and if the Russian peasant can
only be kept sober, he displays a number of virtues,
some of which are not found so abundantly in other
and more advanced countries. They are a kind, a
generous, and a hospitable people, by no means un-
mindful of philanthropic effort, and at least, we may
add, intensely ecclesiastical.

Again, there is much to admire in the formularies of
their Church, although Dean Stanley brings against it,
and justly, three weighty charges—extravagant ritual,
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210 THROUGH SIBERIA.

first, which also is caught, and he thus becomes an
easy prey to the huntsman.

Thus the natives spend their days—fishing in summer
and hunting in winter. They have no towns, no vil-
lages, no houses, but live in tents of skins or of bark,
according to the season; and they have little idea of
civilized life, or the mineral wealth with which their
country abounds. Iron ore is found in the valley of
the Yenesei, and from the province, in 1877, 2,700
tons were cast ; also from the mine of graphite, on the
Kureika, Captain Wiggins ballasted one of his vessels.
The greatest mineral product of the province, how-
ever, is gold, of which I shall speak in the following
chapter.













































A VISIT TO A GOLD-MINE. 225

excesses. Before leaving the mine, each labourer gets
a ticket, setting forth what he is to receive, which may
vary from £20to £50. This ticket he has to present
some miles away at his employer’s office, and there,
awaiting him outside, are merchants and dealers, who
manage soon to empty his pockets. He too frequently
begins by drinking ; and then the man who has toiled
harder than a slave for months is often at a loss to know
upon what objects and follies to lavish his money.
Captain \WWiggins says that he never witnessed among
the Siberian miners such scenes of depravity and dis-
order as may be witnessed among the Australian and
Californian miners, ot even, at times, in the low streets
of English seaport towns. Another Englishman, how-
ever, has told me a different story, to the effect that
one miner, for instance, will take a common woman
and clothe her in satin and velvet, and then, a week
after, when money is gone, will tear the clothes from
her back to raise capital for drink. Another, of a vain
turn of mind, buys bottles of champagne, and sticks
them up in a row to throw stones at; a third will buy
a piece of printed cotton, or other material, lay it
down in the dirty road, and, to indulge his aristocratic
tread, will walk on it; whilst a fourth, despising to be
drawn by horses, will yoke to his ¢e/ega his fellow-fools
who have spent their money, and so be drawn by
human beings. The end of this, of course, is that
their money is spcedily gone; and now comes the
opportunity of the masters for the following year, since
they know that they shall want the men again, and
labour is scarce. Employers, therefore, advance them
money, and the poor sots start off to walk, perhaps,
500 miles to their homes or friends, where, having
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workmanship it speaks well for the progress of art in
Siberia that a photograph from Irkutsk should bear
comparison with the best the world can produce.

After this quasi-lunch, and the exchange of sundry
little souvenirs, we departed, hoping to regain the
high road at Telma in about a couple of hours. We
had reached the top of the hill, and begun the descent
through the pine-forest; and the horses were going
with a run, when one of the reins broke, and the right-
wheeler began suddenly to run too wide from the
centre horse. Before the yemstchik could stop his
team, we came to a pine-tree at the side of the road,
which the outer horse allowed to come between him
and his fellow. We were going at a furious pace, and
the ‘wonder is that the whole concern, including our-
selves, was not dashed to pieces. As it was, in rushing
by I thought I saw the horse’s head strike the tree,
with a force that I expected must have killed it. We
ran some distance before the remaining horses could
be stopped, and then the yemstchik went back to find,
as we fcared, another horse dead in our service. To
our surprise, however, the creature had run away.
The force with which the tarantass was going had
broken the remaining rein, had snapped the traces,
and so allowed us to escape, by a few inches at most,
a terrible accident.

We had first to search for the missing horse, now
out of sight; for which purpose the yemstchik mounted
one of our rcmaining steeds, and, subsequently, my
interpreter the other, I being left alone.  Presently
a rough-looking man appeared coming along the road,
with an extraordinary wallet slung at his side. He
was curiously ornamented with a profusion of brass
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feelings, fer we had narrowly escaped. And then came
the recollection of the previous delays which had con-
tributed to our preservation—the delay in going to
the Alexandreffsky prison, the runaway horse in the
wood, and our subsequent impatient waiting on the
road. All these played an important part in saving
us, for, had we arrived ten minutes earlicr, our affairs
might have gone very differently. Had we reached
the town on the previous day, we should, in all proba-
bility, have been at church when the firc broke out;
and then it is very doubtful whether we could have
saved our effects, such was the difficulty of getting
assistance. Moreover, the hotel was burnt within a
very short time of our leaving it, so that, when looking
back upon the chain of mercies by which we had heen
saved, I could not feel otherwise than deeply thankful,

and the meat market. The destruction of property was estimated at
£3,000,000 sterling ; and since the town contained about 33,400 inhabit-
ants, upwards of 20,000 of them probably must have been rendered house-
less and homeless. From calculations made three smonths afterwards, it
appeared that 8,000 of the inhabitants were in good circumstances ; 2,000
were in the military, and 1,000 in Government emplaoy ; G0 were in
reduced circumstances, to whom bread and corn were so)d at a very low
price. There were 2,500 government employés similasly straitened by
the catastrophe, leaving about 14,000 10 carn their icad as best they
could,
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that form the western bank of Lake Baikal, and the
main stream rises within seven miles of the lake.

At Kachugskoe, about 6o geographical miles from
the Baikal, and not less than 75 geographical miles in
a straight line from its source, the Lena measures about
the width of the Thames in London. The water} deep
and clear, has in spring a very rapid current, though
Captain Cochrane speaks of the rate lower down, in
autumn, as only 1} or 2 knots per hour. The next
station after Kachugskoe is Vercholensk, a town of
1,000 inhabitants, the first of that size on the north-east
of Irkutsk, and is the chief town of the uyezd. After
tflowing 500 miles further through a hilly country, with
high banks always on one and sometimes on both sides,
on which are 35 post-stations and more villages, the
river passes Kirensk, which again is the chief town of
an uyezd, and has a population of 800.* Here culti-
vation practically ceases, except for vegetables. At
this point, too, the river receives on its right the
Kirenga, which has run nearly as long a course as the
Lena. The stream thus enlarged now flows on for 300
miles more to Vitimsk, where it is joined by its sccond
great tributary, the Vitim, from the mountains east of
Lake Baikal. Another stretch of 460 miles, through a
country still hilly, but with villages less frequent, brings
the traveller to Olekminsk, the capital of another uyezd,
a town of soo inhabitants; there the Lena rcceives from
the south the Olckma, which rises near the Amur river.
It then continues for 400 miles through a sparsely-

* The difference of latitude, as pointed out by Mr. Trelawney Saunders,
between Verko (or upper) Lensk (54° 8) and Kirensk (57° 47) is only
3" 39, or 219 geozraphical miles. The latter place is but little cast of

north from the former, so that the 500 miles must be mainly due to the
windings of the stream.
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the river of its own name. A pilot had been engaged
to descend the river and await the arrival of the Lena,
but as neither he nor his signals were visible, the
captain, after considerable difficulty, from the shallow-
ness of the water, made his way through the delta, and
on the 7th September reached the main stream, where
the navigation was less difficult. Yakutsk was reached
on the 21st September, dispatches were sent on to
Irkutsk, and from thence it was telegraphed to Europe
that the rounding of Cape Cheliuskin and the navi-
gation of the Lena by a steamer from the Atlantic
had been accomplished.
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pocnds sterfng. At 2 post-stznon we asked 2 Buriat
what be wodd take for kxs kai  To our surpnise. he

asked the modest price of Ziteen roubles merely for
the slver knob at the wop. The Bumats are said to
wear no linen, but a wealthy brade's dowry sometimes
consists of 50 cases of the richest furs.

As for their habitations. the Buriats are such invete-
rate dwellers in tents that though they are supposed
now to be civilized where they come in contact with the
Russians, yet they make a tent of the house by piercing
a hole in the middle of the roof, and have the fire in
the centre of the floor. When visiting Madame Tok-
makoff, she had a Buriat man-servant, for whom a
Russian house was provided, but in which he could not
be happy until he had thus readjusted his dwelling.
We entered a Buriat house at Cheelantoui, although
only the woman was at home. There was within
a rude wooden bench, on which we were invited to
sit, and on it was lying a pair of coral ornaments
for the head. These the woman, on our noticing
them, immediately put on, and she then invited
us to drink tea. To have declined would have been
considered highly unpolite. Even among the Russians,
a general pleasantly told me that he took a refusal to
eat food in his house like a slap in the face. Moreover,
we were anxious to stand well in the good graces of our
Buriat hostess, for we wished to be admitted to the
Buddhist temple, and she was the only person in the
place through whom we could communicate in Russian
with the lamas. But to see the tea served, and have
to drink it, was no small trial. Over the fire hung a
large open iron pot, full of a bubbling liquid covered
with scum. In this was a ladle, which our fair hostess
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engage in various branches of ordinary industry, espe-
cially in the manufacture of their own wearing apparel
and their ecclesiastical furniture. A lama labours
under one inconvenience, in that he is not allowed to
kill anything, through fear that what he slaughters
may contain the soul of a relative, or possibly that of
the divine Buddha. Even when he is annoyed, says
Mr. Knox, by fleas or similar creeping things, with
which their bodies are often thickly populated, he
must bear his infliction until -patience is thoroughly
exhausted. He may then call in an unsanctified friend,
and place himself and his garments under thorough
examination. So again, in connection with this diff-
culty about killing, Captain Shepherd relates an in-
stance in which the lamas did their best to keep the .
law and yet evade it at the same time. The captain,
in crossing the desert, had bought a sheep, and was
somewhat in difficulty as to how the animal should
be slaughtered. There were four in the party. The
late owner was a lama, and could not take life; so
was the guide; the captain was unwilling to turn
butcher, and his Chinese servant did not know how.
The captain would have shot the animal, but the
owner protested. One of the lamas, therefore, took
the sheep aside, threw it down, tied its legs, explained
to the Chinaman the trick, and lent his own knife for
the deed to be done, after which he turned and walked
quickly to a distancee. When the sheep was once
killed, the lamas soon cut it up, had it cooked, and,
of course, helped to eat it.

in which it would appear that some of them attain eminence, for when
we arrived at Kiakhta we found Mr. Tokmakoff, on account of his health,
was gone to Urga, the Mongolian capital, to be near a native doctor.
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mission to the Buriats, though I am not aware whether
some of them are not also parish priests. We called
upon a priest at Verchne Udinsk to ask about the
matter, and sold him some New Testaments and
Gospels. He informed us that there were 15 mission
stations among them, and that on the eastern side of
Lake Baikal there were baptized annually about 300
Buriats, and on the western side more than 1,000.
This was confirmed by the missionary upon whom we
called further on, and it agrees tolerably with the
general almanack of 1878, in which it is stated that
in the Irkutsk diocese there were baptized, in the
previous year, 1,505 of both sexes, including four
Buriat lamas; though the number of converts given
for the Trans-Baikal diocese for that year amounted
to only 52, there being one lama to every 20 persons.
We had brought with us a number of copies of the
Buriat Scriptures. Some of these we left at Irkutsk,
some with the Ispravniks of Selenginsk and Troitz-
kosavsk, and some for the lamasery of Cheelantoui.
Others we left at Chita with a view to spreading them
over the district, as well as placing them in the prisons.
I asked the Ispravnik at Selenginsk what he thought
the lamas would do with the books. He said he
thought they would first read them and then destroy
them; but Mr. Stallybrass, on my return, was of
opinion that they were likely to be deterred from
destroying them by a feeling that they were holy
books. In any case we gave the copies we had
brought, and thus endeavoured to do what little we
could for this interesting people, who, I doubt not,
will gradually be absorbed into the Russian Church.
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