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[THE TOPICS IS IS THE FIFTH OF ARISTOTLE'S SIX TEXTS ON LOGIC WHICH ARE COLLECTIVELY KNOWN
AS THE ORGANON ("INSTRUMENT"). THE TOPICS CONSTITUTES ARISTOTLE'S TREATISE ON THE ART
OF DIALECTIC—THE INVENTION AND DISCOVERY OF ARGUMENTS IN WHICH THE PROPOSITIONS
REST UPON COMMONLY-HELD OPINIONS OR ENDOXA. TOPOI ARE "PLACES" FROM WHICH SUCH
ARGUMENTS CAN BE DISCOVERED OR INVENTED. IN HIS TREATISE ON THE TOPICS, ARISTOTLE DOES
NOT EXPLICITLY DEFINE A TOPOS, THOUGH IT IS "AT LEAST PRIMARILY A STRATEGY FOR ARGUMENT
NOT INFREQUENTLY JUSTIFIED OR EXPLAINED BY A PRINCIPLE." (ADAPTED FROM WIKIPEDIA)
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