
UMASS/AMHERST #^

3120^0058055^

** 3^r

*• y

iff Pp* •'

MVV»-



7 7

%

LIBRARY
OF THE

MASSACHUSETTS
AGRICULTURAL

COLLEGE

NO.I.O.U

SOURCE__t-

s
74
H3H2
1890

L.^iffi



This book may be kept out

TWO WEEKS
only, and is subject to a tine of TWO
CENTS a day thereafter. It will be due on

the day indicated below.





Forty-First Annual E eport.#

TRANSACTIONS

«->t2s» MJf^™*. &A>^_ _

Hampshire Agricultural Society

For tlxcs Year 1890.

AMHERST, MASS. :

PRESS OF CARPENTER & MOREHOUSE,
1890.



UNIVERSITY OF

MASSACHUSETTS
& o.oG

I8<j0

AMHERST, MASS.

OFFICERS FOR 1890.

L. W. West

J. C. Dillon,

D. J. Wright,

Geo. P. Smith,

Asahel Gates,

A. B. Howard,

J. W. Allen,

D. A. HoRTON.

PRESIDENT

VICE-PRESIDENT,

SECRETARY

H. C. Nash, Jr., .

H. C. Nash, Jr,

TREASURER,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

,

DELEGATE,

Hadley.

Amherst.

Amherst.

Amherst.

Northampton.

Sunderland.

Pelham.

Belchertown.

Amherst.

Northampton.



SECRETARY'S REPORT.

kk This Means You.—Thursday and Friday of the present week

will virtually decide the question whether the annual cattle-show and

fair of the Hampshire Agricultural Society, which for forty-one years

has been held at Amherst, is to be continued among the institutions

of the town, or be abandoned from lack of interest and public spirit.

For the past few years the affairs of the Society have been in any-

thing but a flourishing condition, both as regards finances and good

standing in the sight of the public, and a little more indifference and

neglect will place the fair among the things that have been and are

no longer. Now we submit that there is a serious question here

involved, one that is not to be dismissed with a shrug of the shoulders

or a contemptuous ; I don't care.' The fair and cattle-show is some-

thing more than a display of big pumpkins and fancy patterns in bed

quilts, something more than the exhibition of prize chickens and

trotting horses, it is an index of the agricultural status of the com-

munity, the outward and visible sign of the spirit that dominates in

the various interests of farm lite. Are the farmers of Amherst and

the rich agricultural region that surrounds us less enterprising, less

successful, less public-spirited than were their fathers and grandfathers

before them? We do not believe it; their farms, their homes, their

crops, their livestock, tell a different story. But they have lost some-

thing of the spirit of fellowship and of emulation that in times past

have made the Hampshire cattleshows as successful as any in the

state. Individual effort for individual success, a species of selfishness

has taken the place of that hearty sympathy in each other's labors

and the prosperity of the whole that obtained in earlier days. Now
we believe that this is all wrong, that each man best subserves his

own interest by laboring for the welfare of the whole community of

which he is a factor. In union is strength, in the agricultural as well

as in the social and the political world ; farmers can learn much from



each other, and no better time and place for imparting this knowledge

has yet been found than at the agricultural fair ; the grange meetings

and the alliance meetings and the farmers' institutes each have their

part and an important part, too, in the farmers' education, but it is

at the agricultural fair, where the fruit of the season's work is exhib-

ited, that theories are emphasized by accomplished facts and what

should be done appears plainer in the light of what has been done.

We wish the farmers would pause a moment and seriously consider

what they are losing when they neglect to attend these fairs or to

exhibit at them the products of their farms. They owe it to them-

selves, to their fellow-farmers and to the community to support in

every way an interest that is especially their own. But it is not the

farmers alone whose duty it is and whose pleasure it should be to

assist to the utmost in making the fair a success. This is an agricul-

tural community, and from the farmers the merchants and business

men must receive the support essential to their success. Everything

that tends to aid the farmers should receive the heartiest encourage-

ment from every member of the community. Now these are time-

worn truths, but they have the merit of truth to recommend them,

and they demand serious consideration at the present time. Can

Amherst afford to lose its agricultural fair? Can we afford to adver-

tise to the world that we are too poor in resources, too mean in spirit,

too careless of our own welfare, to support an agricultural society'''

Is public spirit really ' played out' in this community, and has selfish-

ness gained complete control? Think it over, candidly, honestly,

farmers, merchants, business men, college men, citizens of Amherst,

all, and answer it as you can and must, one way or the other, by your

presence at or absence from the fair."

" The annual fair and cattle-show of the Hampshire Agricultural

society was a great and deserved success. For once the fates were

propitious, and the clouds, that for the past three weeks have

obscured the sun and dripped seemingly perpetual moisture alike on

the just and the unjust, cleared away and granted to the society two

days of ideal weather. But something besides weather is needed to

make an agricultural fair successful, and that something was sup-

plied in a larger measure than usual by the earnest and united efforts

of the officers and members of the society, and the general public as

well, to meet the needs of the occasion. There seemed to be a



general realization of the fact that something had got to be done,

that not alone the welfare but the very existence of the society

depended in a large measure on the success or failure of the fair.

While this has been an exceptionally go^d year, viewed from an

agricultural standpoint, still the fruit crop, which forms a leading

feature in the hall exhibit, has been in many respects a failure. It

is not surprising, therefore, that the fruit exhibit was below the

average in quantity and quality. The display of apples was mengre,

but this was partly atoned for by a very large and handsome exhibit

of grapes. Grapes have done exceedingly well this season, and many
of the clusters shown were remarkable for size and beauty.

In the line of vegetables, there were fewer varieties than usual in

the hall, but some of the collections were large and excellent. The
pumpkin, which since the institution of agricultural fairs has borne

a prominent part on all such occasions, was present in numbers and

quality that left nothing to be desired ; there were several very fine

exhibits of potatoes, including some varieties that are as yet but

little cultivated in this section. Cabbages and seed-corn were con-

spicuous features of the hall display.

Flowers there were in abundance, Florist Goodell of Pansy Park

contributing a number of beautiful red and blue water lilies, besides

fine displays of dahlias, gladioli and other showy blooms. Morris

B. Kingman gave a fine exhibit of potted plants and Mrs. L. W.
Boutwell showed some very pretty floral pieces.

The display of fancy articles was fully up to the average, this

being a class of exhibits on which the weather or the season seems

to have little effect. And, taken all in all, there is no other feature

of the fair in which the ladies take so lively an iuterest.

The bread and butter and cheese and canned goods and other

eatables looked very appetizing and a hungry man would have liked

well to get a chance at them.

C. H. Osgood had a very fine display of carriages, robes and

harness, that attracted a great deal of well deserved attention. F.

M. Cushman exhibited specimens of pianos and organs of superior

excellence.

The exhibit of live-stock on the grounds was hardly as large as it

has been on some previous occasions, but the animals were excep-

tionally good in appearance and in breeding. The tendency to 'go

in' for thoroughbreds has seemingly lost nothing of its force, and

while the Jersey continues to be the favorite for milch cows other



breeds are not neglected. The exhibit of sheep was fair, but noth-

ing like what it should be in a section containing so much land

thoroughly adapted to sheep-raising; a reason, if not the reason, for

this may doubtless be found in the fact that dog raising has become

so popular in this as in other sections of New England. The poultry

exhibit was excellent, as it generally is. Few people except those

immediately interested have any conception of the number and supe-

rior quality of the thoroughbred fowls that are raised in this section.

The running race on Thursday excited a good deal of interest and

attracted a good audience. It was handsomely won by Ollie Cowles,

whose clean-built mustang made the circuit of the' track the first heat

in one minute and the second heat in one minute and one second.

Ollie has a handsome piece of horseflesh and showed a speed that

surprised some of the knowing ones.

The display of horses and colts on Friday was exceptionally good,

in fact one of the best in the history of the society. Quite a large

proportion of the horses came from out of town, and yet Amherst

was well represented. There is always pleasure in looking at a

handsome horse, and those who were at Hampshire Park on Friday

had a chance to see some of the best stock in this vicinity. Among
the entries were P. D. Hubbard's mare "Milkmaid" of Jefferson and

Wilkes stock, a sister to " Farmer Boy," whose death was recently

alluded to in these columns. E. D. Chittenden of Sunderland

exhibited on the track " Fallis," time 2-23, sired by "Electioneer"

who sired " Suuol" the wonder of the trotting track. "Fallis"

was driven back and forth on the track but was not speeded as the

track was a little heavy ;" Fallis" is every inch a thoroughbred,

and is owned by the proprietor of the Riverside stock farm.

The racing on Friday was a little better than the average seen at

cattle-shows. The Spear stakes for colts did not fill, but a match

was made up between E. F. Cook's " Mollie " and E. M. Spear's

colt, which was won by " Mollie" who captured the second and third

heats. In the 2-30 class " Leroy " won the first money in three

straight heats, trotting each of the last heats in 2-32, the fastest

time with one exception that has ever been made on the track at

Hampshire Park.

The 2-45 class had five entries and four starters, and developed

considerable interest, it being necessary to trot five heats before the

first money was captured by " Diamond Knox." In this race Dr.

E. B. Dickinson's horse " Tom D." was entered, and showed good



speed, although unable to secure better than third place. The horse

had the misfortune to throw thiee shoes, and was not properly shod

for racing. One of the horses in the '30 class also threw a shoe,

and it was necessary to extemporize a blacksmith shop on the

grounds and Tom Buckley had quite a deal of work. The last heat

in the '45 class was not run until after 6 o'clock.

More than the usual number of side shows and pedlars were on

the grounds, but everything was conducted in an orderly manner

and there was no drinking and no intoxicated persons, such as are

too frequently seen at cattle-shows. The merry-go-round did a

flourishing business, as did the venders of toy balloons, peanuts, pop-

corn and other cattle-show concomitants. The Deerfield band fur-

nished good music and plenty of it. The dinner served in the upper

part of the hall by the ladies' aid society of the Universalist church

was partaken of by many and was pronounced first-class. The best

of order was maintained upon the grounds and there were no fights

or disturbances to mar the pleasure of the occasion.

The gate receipts on Thursday v when members of the society and

exhibitors were admitted free, amounted to nearly $100, and on

Friday upwards of $400 was taken in at the gate. This sum,

together with the fees taken in from other sources, and the $600

received from the state, will put the society on a better footing

financially than it lias known in many years. This result is due in a

large measure to the intelligent and earnest work of the society's

officers and members, and to the cooperation of the public, and all

alike are to be congratulated on the successful outcome of their

labors.

As the time of the Secretary was so fully employed both days of

the fair that little opportunity was afforded for examination of the

exhibits
;
and as the first article that appeared in the Record was so

descriptive of the status the Society was in and described so clearly

what the future must be if the people continued indifferent to its

interests, and the second article described so well what the result was

when the people responded to the urgent appeal made rendering the

future prospects so much brighter, it was thought best to publish the

articles in order that members and others may make a comparison and

derive benefit therefrom. Had the skies cleared a day sooner the

exhibit of stock would have been much larger the first day, as many



who had intended to exhibit were prevented from making arrange-

ments. As the first day of the fair is not fully occupied with awarding

of premiums, your committee decided to arrange attractions for the

afternoon by introducing stake races for colts, a running race, and

foot race, and from the increased attendance a id interest manifested

in the. races as arranged, giving opportunity to try the speed of colts

for which there is no time the last day, and because of the increased

interest in stock farms in the valley, T trust this feature of the first

day may be continued. The institute meetings will be held during

the winter, and will be of special interest as some changes have been

made in regard to them of such a nature that it is hoped the atten-

dance will be larger than the past year. An examination of the

Treasurer's report will show that our receipts were enough to pay all

bills and to renew the insurance of $2000 on the hall at a cost of $50,

and to take up a note of $25, and pay $50 on mortgage note, and to

leave a balance in the treasury to pay interest due before our next

fair. Thanking the officers for their efficient services, and all who

contributed and assisted at our fair, and hoping greater results will

attend our efforts another year, I am,

Yours respectfully,

H. C. Nash, Jr.



LIST OF PREMIUMS AWARDED.

Class 1

—

Town Teams.
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W. A. Magill, Amherst.

L. W. West, Hadley, Durham,

C. K. Childs, Conway, Ayrshire and Native,

Class 6

—

Herds of Milch Cows.

L. W. West, Hadley,

C. K. Childs, Conway,

W. A. Magill, Amherst,

E. J. Stone, Amherst, Thoroughbreds,

C. K. Childs, Conway,

Class 7- -Heifers.

L. W. West, Hadley, Grade Two-years-old,

C. K. Childs. Conway,

L. W. West

C. K. Childs, Grade One-year-old,

L. W. West, "

E. J. Stone, Thoroughbred Two-years-old,

C. K. Childs, "

L. W. West,

L. W. West, " One-year-old,

C. K. Childs,

Class 8

—

Bulls.

L. W. West, Hadley, Shorthorn,

W. A. Magill, Amherst, Jersey,

C K. Childs, Conway, "

E. J. Stone, Amherst, Holstein,

Class 9

—

Calves.

L. W. West, Hadley, Steer,

" Bull,

C. K. Childs, Conway, "

L. W. West, Heifer,

Class 10.

—

Herds of Cattle.

L. W. West, Hadley,

C K. Childs, Conway,

W. A. Magill, Amherst,

3
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Class 11

—

Swine.

F. H. Williams, Sunderland, Sow with pigs, $4 00
" " Weaned pigs, 3 00

J. Cook, Hadley, Boar, 4 00

E. T. Sabin, Amherst, kt
3 00

J. Cook, Lot of pigs, 1 00

Class 12

—

Sheep.

James Comins, Hadley, Buck, $4 00

C. W. Green, Hadley, " 3 00

L. W. West, Hadley, tk
1 00

" " Twenty-live ewes, fi 00
" " Eight ewes. 4 00

James Comins, ww "
3 00

C. W. Green, " - 2 00
" Lambs, 4 00

Class 13

—

Poultry.

L. Joy, Amherst, Trio Pekin Ducks, $2 00

1 00

F. L. Pomeroy, Amherst, lw tk
1 00

C. C. Montague & Bro., Trio R. C. Brown Leghorns, 2 00

C. L. Comins, Hadley, bV k '
1 00

C. C. Montague & Bro., Plymouth Rocks, 2 00

A. E. Ray, Amherst, u
1 00

Geo. Graves tk " kt
1 00

A. E. Ray, Trio Light Brahmas, 2 00

C. C. Montague & Bro., " l -

1 00

Trio Wyandottes, 2 00

A. E. Ray, " " 1 00

1

George Graves, Trio Bantams, 2 00

" ' " 1 00

James Wiley, Amherst, S. S. Hamburgs, 1 00

L. S. Wilbur, Amherst, Trio Bronze Turkeys, 2 00

Class 14

—

Agricultural and Farm Implements.

A. C. Stoddard, No. Brookfield, Keystone Hay-Loader, $5 00
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-2

—

Mechanic Arts.

Fancy Shelf Bracket, Diploma

Jumper, "

Window Lock, "

Stevens' Dish-washing Machine,

Class 14

Harry Clutia, Amherst,

INIi^s Clara Brown, Boston,

S. E. Harrington, Amherst.

Mrs. M. J. Lentell,

D. J. Wj'ight, Northampton, Milburn Wagons, Double and
Single Speeding Cart, Robinson Stanchion,

Class 15

—

Mercantile Goods.

C. H. Osgood, Amherst, Horse and Carriage Goods, $10 00

Class 16

—

Domestic and other Manufactures.

Thomas Shaunessy, Amherst, Knit Spread,Mrs

Mrs. S. W. Boutwell, Leverett,

Mrs. Rob't Harmon, Amherst,

Miss Lessey A. Wrigley, "

Mrs. E. S. Moore, Hadley,

Mrs. Hattie Kellogg, No. Amherst,

Mrs. J. E. Ward, Amherst,

Mrs. E. C. Parker,

L. M. Dickinson, "

Mrs. E. T. Sabin ' k

Mrs. H. C. Comins, Hadley,

Mrs. Diantha E. Moody,

Mrs. Emiline Isham

Mrs. S. Boice,

Mrs. Fred Williams, Amherst,

Mrs. Herbert Sabin, ' k

Miss Lucy Boice, "

Mrs. John Wrigley, "

Rug,

Mat,

Quilt,

Rug,

Quilt,

Skirt,

Rug,

Quilt,

Spread,

Work Basket,

Table Scarf,

Carpet,

$2 00

50

50

1 50

50

50

1 00

1 00

1 00

75

75

75

75

75

75

50

25

60

Class 17-

Mrs. E. J. Leach, Amherst,

Mable Leach,

Mrs. B. H. Averell,

Fancy Articles.

Crochet lace, (9 patterns)
u

Thread lace,

2 Crochet Sacques,

2 Sets Table Mats,

Crochet Lounge Cover,

2 Stamped Bed Spreads,

50

25

25

15

10

50

50
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Chas. Chase, Springfield,

Mrs. John Harris, Belchertown,

Mrs. Clara Harris, "

Robert Harman, Amherst,

Mrs. Clara Eastman, "

Mary B. Dickinson "

Miss Lucv Boice,

Mrs S. Boice.

Minnie A. Allen, "

Edith Stiles, k<

Jessie A. Chapin, c<

W. H. Comins, Hadley,

Mrs. H. C. Comins, Hadley,

Mrs. H. B. Cowles, Amherst,

Jennie L. Cowles, "

tt it a it

Mrs. J. E. Ward, "

Mrs. Levi Stockbridge, "

Mrs. H. D. Eaton, "

Simon Whitney, kt

Mrs. H. C. Comins, Hadley,

Mrs. H. C. Nash, Jr., Amherst,

Mary Bias,

Mrs. Herbert Sabin,

Embroidered Quilt,
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Miss Alice Fairbanks,

Ida M. Jay,

Mrs. II. C. Nash, Jr., l

Mrs. E. S. Moore, Had ley,

Mrs. O. A. Moore, "

Miss Bessie Parents, Amherst,

Miss Cally Parents, "

Mrs. E. C. Parker,

Miss Brown, Boston,

Miss Emily Hyde, Amherst,

Mrs. L. W. Boutwell, Leverett,

Miss Jennie Kendrick, Amherst,

Picture Drapery,
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Mrs. T. L. Paige.

Mrs. E. C. Parker,

Mrs. T. L. Paige, "

u u u

Mrs. S. W. Boutwell, Leverett,

C. K. Childs, Conway,

Asahel Gates, Pelham,

Graham *'
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D. M. Warren, Amherst,

Asahel Gates, Pelham,

Thos Reed, Amherst,

L. Joy,

W. L. Boutwell,

Charles Kellogg, Amherst,

W. L. Boutwell,

J. W. Allen, Amherst,

Seed Corn,
it (t

Onions,

Beets,

Cabbage,

L. W. Goodell, Dwight,
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John McQuestion, Hadley, Two-years-old, (Special) 3 00

E. D. Chittenden, "

E. E. Wood. Northampton, "

C. D. Bacon, Shutesbury. "

F. Graves. Sunderland. Three-years-old, (Stallion)

W. H. Comins, Hadley, "

E. F. Wiley, Suuderland, "

A. E. Kemp, Amherst,

Class 28

—

Farm Horses.

C. F. Russell, Sunderland, Pair,

P. D. Spaulding, Amherst, "

George A. Gunn, Sunderland, Single,

E. A. Kiug, Amherst, "

Class 29— Draft Horses.

O. P. Gaylord, Amherst, Pair,

F. A. Cad well, " "

kW " " Single,

Class 30

—

Carriage Horses.

E. D. Chittenden, Sunderland, Pair,

C. W. Thurber, Leverett, "

E. F. Cook, Amherst, k '

C. L. Russell, " Single,

E. D. Chittenden, "

Fisk Thayer, Amherst, "

Class 31

—

Roadsters.

Fred Humphrey, Amherst, $6 00

A. E. Kemp, tfc 4 00

N. E. Angus, " 2 00

E. F. Wiley, Sunderland,

Field Crops.

J. C. Dillon, Amherst, Best Acre of Corn, $5 00

F. H. Williams, Sunderland, " " 4 00

J. C. Dillon, Best 1-2 Acre Potatoes, 5 00

3
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Reports.

J. C* Dillon, Amherst,

Mass. Agr'l College, Gratuity for Display.

Colt Race (Three-Years-Old .

W. H. Comins, 1st,

A. E. Kemp, ) rv •

F. J. Humphrey, j

ided,

Colt Race (Tvvc-Years-Old).

E. E. Wood,

Thomas Courtney,

Thomas Roche,

Oliver Cowles,

N. J. Powers,

Georsre E. Thayer,

Running Race.

$ 4



TREASURER'S REPORT.

Cash on hand, Jan. 1st, 1890,

To cash from Gate,

Entries,

Pedlars,

State,

Rents,

New Life Members,

Sale of Grass,

Advertising,

Mass. Agr'l College tickets,

Donation to Society.

By paid J. E. Williams' bill,

" Savings Bank, Interest,

" Rent of Hall,

44 Posiage and Express,
44 Telegrams,
44 Trotting,

" Running Race,
44 Foot Race,
i4 Savings Bank, Interest.

44 Deerfield Band,
44 Premium Lists,

44 Posters and Hangers,
44 Daily Programs,
44 E. T. Sabin & Son, bill,

44 Dinner Tickets,

44 E. A. King's bill,

Dr.
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James Wiley's bill,

Laundry,

A. F. Bard well, marshal,

J. W. Allen's bill,

Carpenter & Morehouse's bill,

Oliver Cowles, marshal,

Charles G. Ayres' bill,

Joseph J. Potwin,

F. L. Bailey's bill, '89,

James Clowes' bill,

Savings Bank note,

Charles Jackson, labor,

H. C. Nash, Jr., Secretary and Treasurer

O. D. Hunt, Insurance,

M. N. Spear's bill,

On mortgage note.

Interest on mortgage note,

Premiums,

Cash on hand.

LIABILITIES.

Notes at Amherst Savings Bank,

Iuterest due January 1st, 1891,

Printing of report,

Bills Unpaid,

Cash on hand,

$725 16

AUDITOR'S REPORT.

Amherst, Mass., Dec. 15, 1890.

This is to certify that I have this day examined the accounts of

Henry C. Nash, Jr., Treasurer Hampshire Agricultural Society, and

find them correct, the payment accompanied by the proper vouchers,

with balance of cash in treasury of seventy-five dollars and thirty-

four cents.



REPORTS.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BULLS AND CALVES.

The Chairman of the Committee on Classes 8 and 9, at the Hamp-
shire Agricultural Society's 41st Fair, had a picnic. The weather

was simply perfect. He had for associates two gentlemen of large

experience and eminent for good judgment and integrity. He cor-

dially agreed with their opinions and decisions; and would have

deferred to them with a good grace and a clear conscience if they

had differed from him. Again, there were nearly as many premiums

as entries, and every animal entered was well worthy of a premium.

The Bulls belonged to the Shorthorn, Jersey and Holstein breeds,

and were all four representative animals.

The calves, both pure bred and grade, were such as such bulls

might be confidently expected to beget.

To one who has watched, with interest, the rapid rise in the price

and estimation of one after another of the different breeds of cattle,

and the still more rapid decline of each to its normal economic value,

it is pleasant to notice that intelligent practical farmers, while neither

their judgment nor their circumstances would countenance the extrav-

agancies in which wealthy farmers indulge, have yet been quick to

recognize the true merits and value of the several races ; and continue

to treasure, and seek to perpetuate and improve the qualities of their

favorite breed, long after it has been forsaken by those who only

admire what is fashionable.

That with careful and long continued opportunities of comparing

the merits of the different breeds, there should be a marked difference

of opinion among practical fanners as to their relative comparative

value for practical purposes, would seem to show that success and

satisfaction depend more on the way in which stock is kept than

on the choice of any particular breed. It also seems to confiim the

opinion which we have long held and expressed that, in essential

points, such as vigor of constitution, hardiness, temper, and the
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capacity to produce milk, butter, or beef, in proportion to the food

consumed, there is far more difference between individuals of one

breed than there is between average animals of different breeds
;

and that in purchasing a bull, the qualities of that bull's immediate

relatives are of much greater importance to the practical farmer than

the purity of his descent or the regularity with which that descent is

recorded in the Herd-Book.

We believe that this opinion is gaining ground with practical

farmers ; and we also think that, while there is far more care in the

selection of bulls for breeding purposes, there is less and less atten-

tion paid to the subject of purity of breed and correctness. of regis-

tration ; and this, from a farmer's standpoint, is as it should be.

The average farmer can easily ascertain and intelligently weigh

the qualities of the sire, dam and grandparents of a calf born in his

own or a neighbor's herd, while all he learns from the Herd-Book is

that the animal offered is directly descended, through a long line of

ancestry bred chiefly for fancy points and speculative purposes, from

stock no better, if as good for his uses, than the animals on his and

adjoining farms.

I would not be understood as depreciating the benefits the farmers

of the United States have derived from the use of bulls of the im-

proved breeds, but I feel sure that the farmers of Hampshire County

now have a class of cattle equal it not superior, for their purposes,

to any of the imported breeds ; and that the time, care and money

usually expended in getting a so-called thoroughbred bull, might be

more profitably laid out in securing from a neighboring herd an

animal of whose merits and ancestry the average farmer is far better

able to judge. "

If and whenever this opinion becomes general, it will probably

result in the repeal of the edict of that eminently representative

council, the State Board of Agriculture, against the award of pre-

miums to grade bulls.

JOHN C. DILLON.

Amherst, October 30, 1890.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FARM CROPS.

The acre of corn I offer is grown on a sandy loam. This land pro-

duced about a ton of hay to the acre in 1889. Between May 13 and 15,

1890, about 4 cords of coarse barn manure was spread, and May 19,

plowed in 6 inches. About 3 cords of well rotted compost from the
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pig pens, hen houses and rabbit pens was then spread on the furrow

and thoroughly harrowed in with the Acme Harrow ; and May 28th

the piece was marked and corn planted with the Macomber Planter,

2 or 3 kernels in a hill. Rows 38 inches and hills 19 inches, centre

to centre. May 29th, I dropped a pinch of Stockbridge fertilizer

(200 lbs in all) on each hill, and then harrowed the piece with the

Acme Harrow set to run very light. This harrowing thoroughly

mixes the fertilizer with the soil just over the seed, gives the finish-

ing touch to the pulverizing and leveling of the surface, and by des-

troying the myriads of weed germs which at this season start into

life, gives the corn a good start and makes the after cultivation

pleasant and easy. Cultivated twice in a row and hoed the corn

June 13, and again July 5th and 7lh, and finally cultivated once in a

row July 16th. The corn was cut Sept. 20th and 22nd, with the ex-

ception of two average rods, one of Flint and one of Dent corn, left

for your examination.

Yours respectfully,

John C. Dillon.

To the Secretary of the Hampshire Agricultural Society.

Dear Sir :

The rod of corn selected and harvested by the Committee

on Farm Crops, Oct. 30, 1890, was a fair sample of the acre, and

yielded 51 J lbs. of corn on the ear, and this when shelled by the

Committee returned 40\ lbs. of shelled corn, and 11 lbs. of cobs.

This is at the rate of 112 bushels of shelled corn to the acre.

Yours respectfully,

John C. Dillon.

To the Committee on Farm Crops and the Secretary of the Hampshire

Agricultural Society.

Gentlemen :

The J acre of potatoes I offer for your award was grown on

a sandy loam on which I raised last year 102 bushels of shelled corn.

After the corn was picked I sowed on two bushels of rye and har-

rowed it in with the Acme Harrow, which also leveled the stalks and

left them in good shape to be plowed in with the rye. The rye made

a good growth, and April 28, I plowed it and the corn stubble in 7

inches, then harrowed thoroughly with the Acme Harrow, furrowed

4 inches deep and planted April 30 with White Star, Early Maine,

Pearl of Savoy and B. of Hebron. May 9th, sowed broadcast one
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ton Mapes' Potato Manure. May 19th 140 lbs. salt and 200 lbs.

plaster, and June 2nd 604 lbs. Mapes' Potato Manure. Cultivated 3

times, hoed twice, dusted with "200 lbs. plaster and 2 lbs. Paris

green, and harvested Oct. 8 to 11 inclusive. The crop was much
shortened by the drought in June and July, but amounted, as sworn
toby 3 witnesses, to 21,210 lbs. or 853.', bushels of very smooth,

sound potatoes. Owing to the character of the land, the yield was
somewhat uneven, and 1 have no doubt the best half acre yielded at

the rate of 400 bushels to the acre.

Respectfully,

John C. Dillon.

Amherst, Mass., October 28th, 1S90.

REPORT OF EIGHT ACRES OF CORN RAISED IN 1890.

The land on which the corn grew had produced hay for the past

two years without manure. The soil is a light sandy loam which

was plowed in December, 1889, 7 inches deep. Barnyard manure

was spread upon the land during the winter at the rate of 15 loads

per acre, valued at $1.50 a load or $22.50. In the spring the land

was wheel-harrowed thoroughly both ways, and smoothed witli

the Meeker's harrow, at a cost of $4.00 an acre for plowing and

harrowing. May 21 and 22 Western Dent corn was planted in

squares 3 feet each way, at the rate of 10 quarts to the acre. It

was planted with Macomber hand planter. Cost of seed and plant-

ing $1.00 per acre. The crop was cultivated 3 times each way and

hand hoed once. Each hill was thinned to three stalks. The fore-

part of September the '-orn was cut, eight rows being put into one

row of stooks, the bundles were bound with tobacco twine at a cost

of but 25 cents an acre. A greater part of the corn was husked in

the field, commencing about the first of October, the stooks were

carted to the barn each day as husked.

One rod was selected by your Committee from this 8 acre piece,

and I topped or cut the stalks just above the ears, it stood and dried

about a month, when 3 our Committee picked the ears and shelled off

the corn with the following results :

Corn, 37| lbs.

Cobs, 9 lbs.

Fodder, 45 lbs. or 6040 lbs. or 107f bushels to the acre.

Fodder, 6800 lbs. or of tons to acre.

Corn at 60 cts. per bushel, .... $64.71

Fodder at $6.00 per ton, .... 21.60

$86.31

Cost of Cultivation and Harvesting with Manure, 45.00

Balance in favor of Crop. .... $41.31

F. H. Williams.



New Life Members.

Henry C. Nash, Jr.,
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