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CAPTAIN BASIL HALL’S ACCOUNT OF HIS VOYAGE

TO THE WEST COAST OF COREA IN 1816

The embassy to China, under the Right Honourable Lord

Amherst, left England in His Majesty’s frigate Alceste, Cap-

tain Murray Maxwell, C.B., on the 9th of February, 1816, and

landed near the mouth of the Pei-ho river, in the Yellow Sea,

on the 11th of August. Shortly afterwards the Alceste and

Lyra, sloop of war, which had accompanied the embassy, pro-

ceeded to the coast of Corea, the eastern boundary of the

Yellow Sea, for as these ships were not required in China be-

fore the return of the Embassador by land to Canton, it was
determined to devote the interval to an examination of some

places in those seas, of which little or no precise information

then existed. The following pages give the details of this

voyage.

First of September morning at daylight the land

of Corea was seen in the eastern quarter. Having stood to-

wards it, we were at nine o’clock near three high islands, dif-

fering in appearance from the country we had left, being

wooded to the top, and cultivated in the lower parts, but not

in horizontal terraces as at the places we had last visited in

China. We proceeded southward of the group, and anchored

in a fine bay at the distance of two or three miles from the

southern island. Shortly after anchoring, a boat came from

the shore with five or six natives, who stopped, when within

fifty yards of the brig, and looking at us with an air of curi-

osity and distrust, paid no attention to the signs which were

made to induce them to come along-side. They expressed no

alarm when we went to them in our boat ;
and on our rowing

towards the shore, followed us till we landed near a village.

The inhabitants came in a body to meet us, forming an odd as-

semblage, different in many respects from any thing we had

seen ; their colour was a deep copper, and their appearance

Editor’s Note : The Korean official record of Captain Hall’s visit

(translated by Dr. George Paik) appears in the Society’s Transactions, Vol.
XXIV, pages 16—19.



4 CAPTAIN BASIL HALL’S ACCOUNT

forbidding, and somewhat savage. Some men, who appeared

to be superior to the rest, were distinguished by a hat, the

brim of which was nearly three feet in diameter, and the

crown, which was about nine inches high, and scarcely large

enough to admit the top of the head, was shaped like a sugar-

loaf with the end cut off. The texture of this strange hat is

of a fine open work like the dragon-fly’s wing; it appears to

be made of horse-hair varnished over, and is fastened under
the chin by a band strung with large beads, mostly black and
white, but occasionally red or yellow. Some of the elderly

men wore stiff gauze caps over their hair, which was formed
into a high conical knot on the top of the head. Their dress

consisted of loose wide trowsers and a sort of frock reaching

nearly to the knee, made of a coarse open grass cloth and on
their feet neat straw sandals. They were of the middle size,

remarkably well made, and robust looking. At first they ex-

pressed some surprise on examining our clothes, but after-

wards took very little interest in any thing belonging to us.

Their chief anxiety was to get rid of us as soon as possible.

This they expressed in a manner too obvious to be mistaken;

for on our wishing to enter the village, they first made
motions for us to go the other way; and when we persevered

they took us rudely by the arms and pushed us off. Being
very desirous to conciliate them, we shewed no impatience at

this treatment ; but our forbearance had no effect and after

a number of vain attempts to make ourselves understood, we
went away not much pleased at their behaviour. A Chinese

who accompanied us was of no use, for he could not read

what the Coreans wrote for him, though in the Chinese

character; and of their spoken language he did not under-

stand a word.

On leaving these unsociable villagers, we went to the top

of the highest peak on the island, the ascent being easy by a

winding foot-path. From this elevation we saw a number of

islands to the eastward, and the main land at a great distance

beyond them. The top of the hill being covered with soft

grass and sweet smelling shrubs, and the air, which had been

of a suffocating heat below, being here cool and refreshing

we were tempted to sit down to our pic-nic dinner. We re-

turned by the other side of the hill; but there being no path,

and the surface rocky and steep, and covered with a thick
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brush-wood, we were not a little scratched and bruised before

we reached a road which runs along the north face of the hill

about midway. By following this, we came to a spot from

whence we were enabled to look down upon the village, with-

out being ourselves perceived by the natives. The women,
who had deserted the village on our landing, had now return-

ed; most of them were beating rice in wooden mortars, and

they all had children tied on their backs. On a sudden they

quitted their work and ran olf to their huts, like rabbits in a

warren; and in a few minutes we saw one of the ship’s boats

row round the points of land adjacent to the village, which

explained the cause of their alarm. After remaining for some

time in expectation of seeing the women again, we came
down to the village, which the natives now permitted us to

pass through. On this occasion one of the gentlemen of our

party saw, for an instant, a woman at no great distance,

whose feet he declared were of the natural size, and not

cramped as in China. The village consists of forty houses

rudely constructed of reeds plastered with mud, the roofs are

of all shapes, and badly thatched with reeds and straw, tied

down by straw ropes. These huts are not disposed in streets

but are scattered about without order, and without any neat-

ness, or cleanliness, and the spaces between them are oc-

cupied by piles of dirt and pools of muddy water. The valley

in which this comfortless village is situated is, however,

pretty enough, though not wooded; the hills forming it are of

an irregular shape, and covered at top with grass and sweet-

scented flowers; the lower parts are cultivated with millet,

buck-wheat, a kind of French bean, and tobacco, which last

grows in great quantity; and here and there is a young oak-

tree.

We saw bullocks and poultry, but the natives would not

exchange them for our money, or for any thing we had to

offer. They refused dollars when offered as a present, and,

indeed, appeared to set no value upon any thing we showed

them, except wine glasses; but even these they were unwil-

ing to receive. One of the head men appeared particularly

pleased with a glass, which after a good deal of persuasion, he
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accepted, but, in about five minutes after, he, and another

man to whom a tumbler had been given, came back and in-

sisted upon returning the presents; and then, without waiting

for further persuasion, returned to the village, leaving with

us only one man, who, as soon as all the rest were out of

sight, accepted one of the glasses with much eagerness.

These people have a proud sort of carriage, with an air of

composure and indifference about them, and ^n absence of

curiosity which struck us as being very remarkable. Some-

times when we succeeded, by dint of signs and drawings, in

expressing the nature of a question, they treated it with

derision and insolence. On one occasion, being anxious to

buy a clumsy sort of rake made of reeds, which appeared

to me curious, I succeeded in explaining my wish to the

owner, one of the lowest class of villagers; he laughed at

first good humouredly, but immediately afterwards seized

the rake which was in my hand,' and gave it a rude push

towards me with a disdainful fling of the arm, accom-

paying this gesticulation by words, which seemed to imply a

desire to give any thing upon condition of our going away.

One man expressed the general wish for our departure, by

holding up a piece of paper like a sail, and then blowing upon

it in the direction of the wind, at the same time pointing to

the ships, thereby denoting that the wind was fair, and that

w e had only to set sail and leave the island. Several of the

people were marked with the small-pox. The children kept

out of our reach at first, but before we went away, their fears

had, in some degree, subsided, for the boys, who, from their

feminine appearance, were mistaken at first for girls, accom-

panied us to some distance from the village.

Captain Maxwell named these islands Sir James Hall’s

group, in compliment to the President of the Royal Society of

Edinburgh. They lie in longitude 124 56 E. and latitude

37 50 N.

At eight o’clock in the evening we weighed and stood to

the southward, but as the coast was quite unknown we kept

rather off shore during the night, and in the morning no land

was in sight. On the second we stood to the eastward, but
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not having daylight enough to get in with the coast, it be-

came necessary to anchor for the night, though in deep

water.

Third oS September :—Having reached nearly lat. 36.1/3N,

and long, 126 E, we sailed this morning amongst a range of

islands extending as far as the eye could reach, both to the

southward and northward at the distance of six or seven

leagues from the main land. By two o’clock we were close

to the outer cluster of the islands, and the passages appearing

clear between them, we sailed through and anchored inside.

While passing one of these islands in the ships, at no great dis-

tance, it looked so curiously formed, that on anchoring we
went in the boats to examine its structure more minutely.*

While we were thus engaged, the natives had assembled in a

crowd on the edge of the cliff above us; they did not seem

pleased with our occupation of breaking their rocks, for,

from the moment we landed, they never ceased to indicate by

shouts, screams and all kinds of gesticulations, that the soon-

er we quitted the island the better; the cliff being 200 feet

high, and nearly perpendicular, it was fortunate for us that

they confined themselves to signs and clamour, and did not

think of enforcing their wishes by a shower of stones.

As soon as we had completed our investigation of this

spot, we went round in the boats to a small bay where there

was good landing. Here we were met by the natives, who
addressed several long speeches to us in a very loud tone of

voice; to which we replied in English that our wish was
merely to look at the island, without interfering with any

body; at the same time we proceeded up a foot-path to the

brow of a hill. This the natives did not seem at all to relish,

and they made use of a sign which was sufficiently expressive

of their anxiety, though we could not determine exactly to

whom it referred. They drew their fans across their own
throats, and sometimes across ours, as if to signify that our

going on would lead to heads being cut off; but whether they

* (The original has a long geological foot-note here, couched in very

technical terms.)
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or we were to be the sufferers was not apparent. It was sug-

gested by one of our party that they dreaded being called to

account by their own chiefs for permitting us to land. All

these signs, however, did not prevent our advancing till we
had reached the brow of the hill to which the path led ; from

this place we had a view of a village at the distance of half a

mile, of a much better appearance than that above described.

Trees were interspersed among the houses, which were pleas-

antly situated at the bottom of a little cove, with fishing-

boats at anchor near it. We explained readily enough that

our wish was to go to the village, but it was in vain, for their

anxiety increased every moment, and we desisted from any

further attempts to advance.

The dress of these people is a loose white robe, cloth

shoes, and a few wear the broad hats before described; by

most the hair is tied in a high conical knot on the top of the

head, but by others it is allowed to fiy loose, so as to give

them a wild appearance. Some confine the short hair by a

small gauze band with a star on one side, forming along with

the top knot, rather a becoming head-dress. Their beards

and whiskers which apparently had never been cut, and their

fans and long tobacco-pipes, and their strange language and

manners, gave a grotesque air to the whole group, which it

is impossible to describe. They crowded about us and, by re-

peated shouts, manifested their surprise at the form and tex-

ture of our clothes; but on a watch being shewn, they disre-

garded every thing else, and entreated to be allowed to ex-

amine it closely. It was evidently the first they had seen,

and some of them while watching the second hand, looked as

if they thought it alive. From the watch they proceeded to

examine the seals and keys; with the former they shewed

themselves acquainted by pressing them on their hands, so

as to cause an impression. Their attention was drawn away
from the watch by our firing a musket, which made the

whole party fall back several paces.

After amusing ourselves in this manner for some time,

we walked back to the boats, to the great joy of the natives,

who encouraged us by all means to hasten our departure.
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They took our hands and helped us over the slippery stones

on the beach; and, on perceiving one of the boats aground,

several of them stript and jumped into the water to push her

off. This gave us an opportunity of observing their remark-

able symmetry and firmness of limb; yet, as their long hair

was allowed to flow about their neck and shoulders, their

appearance was truly savage. During this visit we saw no

women; but the children came round us without shewing any

symptoms of fear. The people, upon the whole, are more

free, and not so surly as our acquaintances on Sir James
Hall’s group. They have a singular custom of speaking with

a loud tone, amounting almost to a shout. Captain Maxwell

named this island after Dr. Hutton the geologist.

Uth of September.—During all last night it remained

perfectly calm. At nine o’clock in the morning we got under

weigh with a fine sea breeze, and stood in for the land, leav-

ing on either hand many well cultivated islands. The main

land seems to be populous, from the number of large villages

which we passed, and the cultivation which extends a con-

siderable way up the mountains. Our object this morning

was to discover some safe anchoring place in the main land,

but we were obliged to coast along for a considerable dis-

tance before any opening appeared. About three o’clock we
sailed round a point of land and discovered a bay, which, at

first sight, promised shelter, but the water proved too shal-

low even for the Lyra, and we anchored far out in five

fathoms. The natives who had assembled in crowds on the

point shouted to us as we passed, in seeming anger at our

approaching so near. This bay is about four miles in diame-

ter, and is skirted by large villages built amongst trees, and

surrounded by cultivated districts, forming altogether a

scene of considerable beauty.

As soon as the Alceste had anchored. Captain Maxwell,

Mr. Clifford, and I went towards the nearest village in the

bay. On approaching the shore we observed a great bustle

among the inhabitants on the shore, as well as in the boats

at anchor off the village. The people on the beach hastily

jumped into canoes, whilst those in the large boats weighed
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the anchors and pulled out with such expedition, as to meet
us in a body before we were near the landing-place. Every
boat was crowded with people and ornamented with numer-

ous flags and streamers; but one of them being distinguished

by a large blue umbrella, we steered towards it, on the sup-

position that this was an emblem of rank, in which opinion

we were soon confirmed by the sound of music, which played

only on board this boat. On coming closer, we saw a fine

patriarchal figure seated under the umbrella; his full white

beard covered his breast, and reached below his middle; his

robe or mantle, which was of blue silk, and of an immense
size, flowed about him in a magnificent style. His sword

was suspended from his waist by a small belt, but the insig-

nia of his office appeared to be a slender black rod tipped

with silver, about a foot and a half long, with a small lea-

ther thong at one end, and a piece of black crape tied to the

other: this he held in his hand. His hat exceeded in breadth

of brim anything we had yet met with, being, as we sup-

posed, nearly three feet across.

As this was evidently the chief of the party, we pulled

alongside and got into his boat, where he received us with

much politeness; but as he looked dissatisfied at this proceed-

ing, we returned to our own boat, and there carried on the

conference. While we were endeavouring to make ourselves

understood, the other boats gradually separated, and began

to form a circle round us. Apprehending treachery, we
prepared our arms, and pushed off to a little distance. The

old gentleman, perceiving this, looked about very innocently

to discover the cause of our alarm; and at length being made
aware by our signs of what was the matter he commanded
all the boats to go to the other side. We now remained a

considerable time without being able to make ourselves

understood, for the Chinese whom we had with us was quite

ignorant of their language. We endeavoured, by pointing to

the shore, to signify our desire to land, while the old Chief,

by similar signs, expressed his wish to go the ships. We ac-

cordingly rowed to the Lyra, which lay nearer to the shore

than the Alceste. When the Chief’s boat was within ten
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yards of the brig, they let go their anchor, and threw a rope

on board her, by which they drew the boat alongside in a

very seaman-like style. The old man did not find it an easy

matter to get up the ship’s side, encumbered as he was with

his splendid robes; he was no sooner on board, however, than

we were crowded with the natives, who boarded us on all

sides. Some climbed up the rigging, so as to overlook the

quarter-deck; others got on the poop, and a line was formed

along the hammock netting from one end of the brig to the

other. As the evening was fine, it was thought best to enter-

tian the venerable Chief upon deck, rather than give him the

trouble of going down to the cabin, which indeed, we had

reason to fear would prove too small for the party. Chairs

were accordingly placed upon the deck; but the Chief made
signs that he could not sit on a chair, nor would he consent

for a time to use his mat, which was brought on board by
one of his attendants. He seemed embarrassed and displeas-

ed, which we could not at the moment account for, though it

has since occurred to us that he objected to the publicity of

the conference. At length, however, he sat down on his

mat, and began talking with great gravity and composure,

without appearing in the smallest degree sensible that we did

not understand a single word that he said. We of course

could not think of interrupting him, and allowed him to talk on

at his leisure; but when his discourse was concluded, he paus-

ed for our reply, which we made with equal gravity in English;

upon this he betrayed great impatience at his harangue having

been lost upon us, and supposing that we could, at all events,

read, he called to his secretary, and began to dictate a letter.

The secretary sat down before him with all due formality,

and having rubbed his cake of ink upon a stone, drawn forth

his pen, and arranged a long roll of paper upon his knee, be-

gan the writing, which was at length completed, partly from

the directions of the Chief and partly from his own ideas,

as well as the occasional suggestions of the bystanders. The
written part was then torn off from the scroll and handed to

the Chief, who delivered it to me with the utmost confidence

of its being understood but his mortification and disappoint-
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ment were extreme on perceiving that he had overrated our

acquirements. *

A debate now appeared to take place between the Chief

and his followers, as to thfe mode of communicating with us;

meanwhile, as we ourselves were equally at a loss, we be-

came anxious to relieve the old man’s embarrassment, by
shewing him all the attention in our power, and completely

succeeded in putting him into a good humour, by giving him
some cherry brandy, and distributing rum to his people.

While these attempts at explanation were going on, the

crowd of natives increased, and their curiosity became so

great, that they pressed round us in a way nowise agreeable.

Some of them roved about the ship, and appeared highly

entertained with every thing they saw. The Chief himself,

however, did not appear at ease, but continued giving direc-

tions to his officers and people about him with an air of im-

patience. He more than once ordered them all into their

boats, but they always returned after a few minutes. One
man persevered in climbing over the hammocks, close to the

Chief, to see what was going on. The noise made to keep
him back attracted the Chief’s attention, who immediately

gave orders to one of the attendants for his being taken

away; it will be seen by and by what was his fate.

The persons forming the suite of the Chief were dressed

nearly in the same manner as himself, excepting that their

robes were white, and did not contain such a profusion of

cloth. They wore the large hats and wide trowsers tied

above the ankle, with cotton shoes turned up a little at the toe.

The immediate attendants, who seemed also to be soldiers,

were differently clothed; over a loose pink frock with wide

sleeves, they have another which fits closer, and is without

sleeves, the corners being tucked up like the skirts of some
military uniforms. Their hat is a broad flat cone made of

thick grass, the under part being embossed with different

coloured silks, and from a gilt ornament on the peak there

hangs a tassel made of peacock’s feathers, and another of hair

(Here follows in the original a long footnote on the use of Chinese

characters of the peoples of the Far East.)
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dyed red: some are armed with bows and arrows, others with

only a straight sword, having no guard for the hand. A
coarse frock without sleeves, and trowsers, or rather draw-

ers, covering the thigh, are worn by the lower orders.

It was nearly dark when the Chief gave directions for

preparing the boats, at the same time calling to two of his at-

tendants to assist him to get on his legs. Each took an arm,

and in this way succeeded in raising him up, which was no

sooner observed by the people, than they jumped into their

boats with the utmost alacrity, and the Chief, after many
bows and salaams walked into his boat. This did not give

him so much trouble as he had experienced on coming on

board, for a platform of gratings and planks had been pre-

pared for his accommodation during his visit, an attention

with which he seemed much pleased. So far all seemed v/ell;

but there was still something amiss, for the old man, seated

in state under his umbrella, remained alongside with his at-

tendants ranged on the deck about him, he and his people

preserving the most perfect silence, and making no signs to

explain his wishes. We were greatly puzzled to discover

what the old gentleman wanted, till at length it was sug-

gested, that having paid us a visit, he expected a similar

compliment in return. This idea was no sooner started, than

we proceeded to pay our respects to him in his boat. He
made signs for us to sit down, honouring us at the same time

with a corner of his own mat. When we were seated, he

looked about as in distress at having nothing to entertain

us with, upon which a bottle of wine was sent for and given

to him. He ordered an attendant to pour it into several

bowls, and putting the bottle away, made signs for us to

drink, but would not taste it himself till all of us had been

served. He was nowise discomposed at being obliged to en-

tertain his company at their own expense; on the contrary,

he carried off the whole affair with so much cheerfulness and
ease, as to make us suspect sometimes that he saw and en-

joyed the oddity of the scene and circumstances, as fully as

we did ourselves.

After sitting about ten minutes, we left the Chief in great
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good humour, and returned on board, thinking, of course,

that he would go straight to the shore; but in this we were
much mistaken, for we had no sooner left him, than he

pushed off to the distance of ten or twelve yards, and calling

the other boats round him, gave orders for inflicting the dis-

cipline of the bamboo upon the unfortunate culprit, who had

been ordered into confinement during the conference.

This exhibition, which it was evidently intended we
should witness, had a very ludicrous effect, for it followed so

much in train with the rest of the ceremony, and was carried

on with so much gravity and order, that it looked like an

essential part of the etiquette. During the infliction of this

punishment, a profound silence was observed by all the

party, except by five or six presons immediately about the

delinquent, whose cries they accompanied by a sort of song

or yell at each blow of the bamboo. This speedy execution

of justice was. no doubt, intended to impress us with high

notions of Corean discipline.

As it was now quite dark, we did not expect the Chief to

pay more visits this evening; but we underrated his politeness,

for the moment the above scene was concluded, he steered

for the Alceste. Captain Maxw’ell, who during all the time

had been on board the Lyra, hurried into a boat to be pre-

pared to give him a proper reception in his ship, and had

just time to change his jacket for a coat and epaulettes before

the Chief arrived. After climbing up the ship’s side with

difficulty, and being received in due form on the quarter-deck,

which was lighted up, he was handed into the foremost cabin,

where he was met by Captain Maxwell, and conducted to a

seat in the after cabin. As he declined sitting on a chair, he

was obliged to wait for his mat, and in the meantime, looked

round him in amazement at the magnificence of the apart-

ments. The change of dress made him behave towards Cap-

tian Maxvvell as to a perfect stranger; but the moment he re-

cognized him, he appeared much amused with his mistake,

and his manners became less reserved. He now turned about

to see w nat was become of his mat, and was astonished to

find himself alone with us in the cabin. It was then disco-
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vered that the sentry at the door, in repressing the crowd of

his followers, had found it impossible te distinguish his

more immediate attendants, and had therefore allowed no-

body to pass.

The door being opened, the mat-bearer and four of the

principal people were called in by the Chief; and when we
were all fairly seated on the deck, the secretary was directed

to prepare a writing, which was dictated and delivered much
in the same manner as before. Whether the presentation of

a written paper was considered by the Chief as a necessary

piece of etiquette, or whether he really had more hopes of

being understood on this occasion than before, was quite

uncertain; but the mode adopted by Captain Maxwell to un-

deceive him was conclusive. He immediately called for

paper, and wrote upon it in English, “I do not understand one

word that you say," and presented this paper in return, with

all the forms and ceremonies that had been adopted to-

wards himself. The Chief, on receiving it, examined the

characters with great attention, and then made signs that it

was wholly unintelligible, alternately looking at the paper and

at Captain Maxwell with an inquiring air, and was only made
sensible of the awkward dilemma in which we were placed,

by observing Captain Maxwell repeat all his looks and ges-

tures as equally applicable to the Corean writing which he

held in his hand.*

The Chief had now recourse to signs, which he used ever

afterwards. He was in great spirits, and seemed entertained

with the efforts which were made to please him. He asked

to look at a mirror which had caught his attention; when it

was put into his hands, he seemed very well satisfied with the

figure which it presented, and continued for some time pull-

ing his beard from side to side with an air of perfect com-

placency. One of the attendants thought there could be no

* This paper, presented by the Corean Chief, has been translated by

Mr. Morrison at Canton and is as follows : “Persons, of what land—of

what nation (are you) ? On account of what business do you come hither?

In the ship are there any literary men, who thoroughly understand and can

explain what is written ?’’
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harm in looking at the mirror likewise, but the Chief was of

a different opinion, and no sooner observed what he was
doing, than he very angrily made him put down the glass and

leave the cabin. The secretary too fell under his displeasure,

and was reprimanded with much acrimony for overlooking

our paper when we were writing. Scarcely five minutes

elapsed, in short, during his stay, without his finding some

cause of complaint against his people; but we could not de-

termine whether this arose from mere captiousness, or was
done to give us a higher notion of his consequence, because,

in the intervals, he was all cheerfulness and good humour.

He was offered tea and cherry brandy, • which he took along

with us, and appeared at his ease in every respect. We
thought that he made signs implying a wish for us to visit

him on shore; to this we cheerfully assented, and an arrange-

ment for landing in the morning was made accordingly by

means of similar signs, with which the Chief appeared much
pleased, and rose to go away.

He had not got much beyond the cabin-door, however,

before the serenity of his temper was once more overturned.

On passing the gun-room sky-light, he heard the voices of

some of his people whom the officers had taken below, and

who were enjoying themsleves very merrily amongst their

new acquaintance. The old Chief looked down, and obsering

them drinking and making a nose, he called to them in a loud

passionate voice, which made them leave their glasses, and

run up the ladder in great terror. From thence the alarm

spread along the lower deck, to the midshipmen’s birth,

where another party was carousing. The grog and wine

with which they had been entertained were too potent for this

party, as they did not seem to care much for the old Chief,

who posting himself at the hatchway, ascertained by personal

examination who the offenders were. On this occasion his

little rod of office was of much use; he pushed the people

about with it to make them speak, and used it to turn them
round in order to discover their faces. One man watching

his opportunity when the Chief was punching away at some-

body who had just come up, slipped past and ran off; but the
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quick eye of the old man was not so easily deceived, and he

set olf in chase of him round the quarter deck. The man had

an apron full of biscuit, which had been given to him by the

midshipmen; this impeded his running, so that the Chief,

notwithstanding his robes, at last came up with him; but

while he was stirring him up with his rod, the fellow slipped

his cargo of bread into a coil of rope, and then went along

with the Chief quietly enough. The old man came back aft-

erward, and found the biscuit, which he pointed out to us,

to show that it had not been taken away.

He continued for some time at the hatchway, expecting

more people; but, finding none come up, he went below him-

self to the main deck, and rummaged under the guns and

round the main-mast, to discover whether any one was con-

cealed, but finding no person there, he came again upon deck,

and shortly after went into his boat.

On returning to the Lyra, we found a number of boats

anchored round her, which looked as if they meant to keep

strich watch over us. We went in our boat to one of them,

where we found the crew asleep. They seemed to have had

orders not to follow the Chief to the frigate, and were here

waiting his return. On our pointing to the shore, and

making signs that the old man with the long beard and large

hat had landed, they began immediately to get their anchor

up, and called to the other boats to do the same. In a few

minutes they were all at work, and every person in the boats

joined in repeating the two words “ho ya, ho ya,” the effect

of which, from a great many voices, was not unpleasing.

The cable in these boats is wound round a large reel or

barrel; to the end of which two wheels with handles are fit-

ted, which enables a considerable number to apply their

strength at the same moment. The anchor is made of a

dark coloured, heavy wood, with a long shank and flukes,

and a short stock crossing the former, near the crown of the

anchor, and not at the end of the shank, as with us in Europe.

The mat sails are divided into horizonal divisions by slender

pieces of bamboo. When not under sail, the boats are

moved by oars having a circular piece of wood tied to the
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end, and are steered by a large scull over the stern. The
bow is square above, but rises from the water in a slope,

making a small angle with the water, like the end of a coal

barge, but overhanging more. The planks are fastened to-

gether by means of square tree-nails, which pass in a slant-

ing directing through the plank, and not straight, as with us.

5th of September.—A considerable bustle was observed

on shore at daybreak this morning; and shortly afterwards,

we saw the old Chief and his suite embark, and pull towards

us, accompanied by a numerous fleet of smaller boats, all or-

namented with showy flags, and crowded with people in gay

and bright coloured garments, forming upon the whole, a

splendid and imposing scene. As the procession moved
slowly along, the band in the Chief’s boat struck up a lively,

martial sort of air, on instruments similar to those we had

heard last night; the tone of which is not unlike the drawling

sound of the bagpipe, the bass or drone being produced by a

long horn, and the squeaking sounds by four trumpets, two

of which have stops in the middle by which the notes are

distinctly marked.

The Chief’s visit was so unexpectedly early, that we had

not put things in order for his reception before he was along-

side; he came on board, however, and seemed happy at being

allowed to walk about the decks, and examine every thing at

his leisure. When the cabin was ready, and the Chief seem-

ed to have satisfled himself with looking round the upper

deck, he was asked to walk down; which he complied with

as soon as he understood what was meant. But he found it

no easy matter to get down the narrow hatchway, in which

there was barely room for his hat; but this he would by no

means take off. As he entered the cabin, his robes and hat

completely filled the door-way; and when seated at the table,

(for he now made no objection to a chair) he occupied no in-

considerable portion of the whole apartment. He sat here for

some time, and examined every thing in the cabin with great

attention, pointing with the little stick whenever he saw any

thing which he wanted to look at more closely. In this way,

the books, globes, glasses etc. were put into his hands; and it
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was not a little amusing to see the old gentleman wheeling

the globes round, and hunting over the books for pictures,

like a child. A person of rank who accompanied the Chief

this morning, was asked to the cabin along with him; and

was no sooner seated than we observed that he had a very

sickly look; which circumstance was the cause of curious

msitake. It had been supposed that the Chief, during last

night’s conference, made allusions to some friend of his who
was unwell; and accordingly, in our arrangements for the

morning, it was proposed to take the doctors of both ships to

shore to visit him. As the Chief had himself come on board,

our plans for landing were interrupted, and we ascribed this

early visit to his anxiety on account of his friend’s health.

It was therefore taken for granted, that this sickly •

looking companion of the Chief, who, somehow or other, got

the title of the“Courtier, ’’amongst us, was the patient alluded

to last night; and no sooner were the first compliments over

in the cabin than the doctor was sent for to prescribe. On
his being introduced, the Courtier was made to hold out his

tongue, have his pulse felt, and submit to various inter-

rogatories, tbe object of which the unfortunate man could

not divine, particularly as there was nothing at all the

matter with him. He submitted with so mucn patience to all

these forms, and the Chief looked on with such grave pro-

priety during all the examination that they evidently consider-

ed the whole scene as a part of our ceremonial etiquette.

When this gentleman was released from the 'doctor’s hands,

he began to examine the books with the air of a person who
understands what he is about. He appeared desirous of pass-

ing for a literary character; and observing us hand the books

about in a careless manner, ventured to ask for one, by
drawing it towards himself with a begging look. As he hap-

pened to select a volume of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, I

was under the necessity of refusing; but offered in its stead

a less valuable, though more showy book, which he accept-

ed with much gratitude. No return, of course, had been

looked for, and I was for a moment at a loss to understand

what my friend meant, by slipping his fan into my hand.
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under the table. He did this in so mysterious a way, when
the Chief was looking in another direction, that I saw it was
his wish to conceal what he had done, and the fan was sent

privately away. But unfortunately, my precaution was
fruitless, for a few minutes afterwards, on finding the crowd-

ed cabin very hot, I called for a fan, and the servant, uncon-

scious of the mischief he was doing, brought the Courtier’s

present; which no sooner met the old man’s eye, than he rose

half off his chair, and gave his unhappy companion such a

look of furious anger, as made him tremble from top to

toe: but he was soon pacified when he saw that we took an

interest in the question, and the Couritier was allowed to

keep his book.

After sitting half an hour and drinking a glass of Con-

stantia, the old man proposed to go upon deck. I accordingly

led the way, and had gone some steps up the ladder, in ad-

vance, before I perceived that he had stopped at the door

of the gun-room, where the officers mess, and was looking

in with his usual curiosity. I begged him to go in, which he

accordingly did, and entertained himself for some time, with

looking over the different cabins of the officers. From having

observed the pleasure which he took in the sight of any thing

new, I was induced to propose his going round the lower

deck, and he looked quite pleased when I pointed along the

passage. The state hat, which had been resolutely kept on

during all this time, notwithstanding its perepetual inconve-

nience to himself and every one around him, was here des-

tined to come off; for after making two or three attempts, he

found it impossible to get along and wear the hat too; and

being of a very inquisitive disposition, he chose the degrad-

ing alternative of being uncovered, and his researches pro-

ceeded without interruption. Nothing escaped the old man’s

observation; whatever was shut or tied up, he requested to

have opened; and in this way he rummaged the midship-

men’s chests, and the sailors’ bags, all along the lower deck.

He looked into the holds, took the lid off the boilers, and

turned every thing topsy-turvy. Seeing a cutlass tied to the

deck, overhead, he took it down, and on drawing it from the
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scabbard, its lustre, and the keenness of its edge, surprised

and delighted him so much, that I asked him to accept it. At

first he seemed willing enough, but after holding a consolation

with the Courtier for five minutes, he reluctantly put it back

again. As he went along, he took samples of every thing

that he could easily put into his sleeve, which served him

instead of a sack; so that when he came upon deck, he was
pretty well loaded, and looked about with the satisfaction of

a schoolboy, on having visited a show for the first time in

his life.

Whilst we were below, one of the natives had been

busily employed in taking the dimensions of the ship with a

string, and another person was engaged under him taking an

account of the guns, shot, and rigging, all which details he

wrote down; but not being able to ascertain, himself, the

exact number of people on board, he had recourse to me for

the information; this I communicated by opening eight times

the fingers of both hands. The only part of the ship to which

he had not free access was the cabin under the poop, and

from which he felt much annoyed at being excluded: but

when told that a gentleman was shaving there, he shewed

himself quite satisfied with the explanation, and waited

patiently until the door was opened to him.

The old gentleman and his followers appearing anxious

to see a shot fired, an eighteen pound carronade was loaded

before them, and discharged with the muzzle so much de-

pressed. that the shot struck the water close to us, and then

rose and fell eight or ten times, to the great entertainment

and surprise of the whole party. In the mean time. Captain

Maxwell had come on board, and breakfast being ready, we
prevailed upon the Chief to sit down with us. He ate heart-

ily of our hashes, and of everything else that was put before

him, using a knife, fork, and spoon, which he now saw prob-

ably, for the first time in his life, not only without awkward-
ness, but to such good purpose, that he declined exchanging

them for Chinese chop-sticks, which were provided for him.

In fact, he was so determined to adopt our customs in every

respect, that when the tea was offered to him in the Chinese
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way, he looked to the right and left, and seeing ours differ-

ently prepared, held up his cup to the servant, for milk and
sugar, which being given to him, the old gentleman remain-

ed perfectly satisfied.

The politeness and ease with which he accommodated
himself to the habits of people so different from himself, were

truly admirable; and when it is considered, that hitherto, in

all probability, he was ignorant even of our existence, his pro-

priety of manners should seem to point not only to high rank

in society, but to imply also a degree of civilization in that

society not confirmed by other circumstances. Be this as it

may, the incident is curious, as shewing that however dif-

ferent the state of society may be in different countries, the

forms of politeness are much alike in all. This polished

character was very well sustained by the old Chief, as he was
pleased with our attempts to oblige him, and whatever we
seemed to care about he immediately took an interest in. He
was very inquisitive, and was always highly gratified when
he discovered the use of any thing which had puzzled him at

first. But there was no idle surprise, no extravagant bursts

of admiration, and he certainly would be considered a man of

good breeding and keen observation, in any part of the world.

Towards his own people, indeed, he was harsh and impatient

at all times, but this may have arisen from his anxiety that

no offence should be given to us by the other natives, whom
he might know were less delicate and considerate than him-

self, and therefore required constant control.

When breakfast was over, and the old man once more
upon deck, we endeavoured to signify to him that we meant

to land, according to our engagement yesterday evening; but

this he either did not, or would not comprehend; for when-

ever we pointed towards the shore, he directed our attention

to the frigate. At length he got into his boat, pushed off,

and was making for the Alceste, when Captain Maxwell fol-

lowed in his boat, and drawing up alongside of him, tried to

prevail upon him to accompany us to the village: the Chief

shook his head by way of disapprobation, and turning towards

his attendants, entered into a discussion with them, which
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terminated by the Courtier and himself stepping into Captain

Maxwell’s boat.

We ascribed this measure to a desire on the Chief’s part

to show publicly that he had not himself invited us on shore,

and had only acceded to our request to land. We had not

proceeded far before the Chief repented of his ready compli-

ance, and tried to persuade us to return; but finding the

ordinary signs of no avail, he held his head down and drew
his hand across his throat, as if his head was to be cut off. It

was now our turn not to comprehend signs, and thinking it

would be idle to lose so favourable an opportunity, we spared

no pains to reconcile the old man to our landing. In this, how-
ever, we did not succeed, for, as we approached the shore, his

anxiety increased, and he frequently drew his hand across his

neck, as if to shew that he would lose he head if we persist-

ed. We again tried to re-assure him, by explaining that we
had no intention of going near the village, but merely desired

to walk about for a short time, and then to go to the frigate

to dine. He was of course included in this invitation; but his

only answer consisted in pointing to us and making signs of

eating, and then drawing his hand across his throat; by

which he was understood to mean, that it might be well for

us to talk of eating, but for his part, he was taken up with the

danger of losing his head. We could not but laugh at this, as

we had no notion of any such apprehension being well

grounded; and, in a short time, landed at the distance of

half a mile from the village.

The old man was lifted out of the boat by several of his

people, and we were amazed to find, when they set him down
that he was in tears, and looking altogether very unhappy.

In a few minutes a crowd, consisting of more than a hundred

people, assembled round us, and we began to think we should

pay dearly for our curiosity. But the poor old man had no

thoughts of vengeance, and was no better pleased with the

crowd than we were; for turning to his soldiers, he desired

them to disperse the mob, which they did in a moment by

pelting them with great stones. The Chief now began crying

violently, and turning towards the village walked away, lean-



24 CAPTAIN BASIL HALL’S ACCOUNT

ing his head on the shoulder of one his people. As he went
along, he not only sobbed and wept, but every now and then

bellowed aloud. We had been nowise prepared for such a

scene, and were extremely sorry for having pushed matters

to this extremity. It had never occurred to us that the old

chief’s head was really in danger; and even now we could

not satisfy ourselves whether he was sincere, or merely act-

ing in order to prevail on us to retire. The perfect tranquility,

nay even cheerfulness of the Courtier, who stayed with us all

this time, puzzled us extremely; nor could we account for the

indifference of the other attendants, who looked on with as

much composure as if such scenes were every day occur-

ences. But at all events, it was necessary before proceed-

ing any further, that the old man should be pacified, and in

order to effect this, we sat down on the beach, upon which he

turned about and came crying back again. He seated himself

by us, and waited very patiently while we remonstrated on

the unreasonableness of his conduct, and contrasted the re-

ception he had met with from us, with his present unaccount-

able behaviour. This was expressed by a dumb show acting

of all that had taken place since we came to anchor in the

bay; and these signs we thought might be inteligible to the

Chief, because they were so to all to us, although no words

were used. The signs used by different nations, however,

are often dissimilar when the same thing is to be expressed;

and it happened frequently with us that all attempts at ex-

planation failed, on both sides, though the signs used ap-

peared to be understood by all the people of the same nation

with the person making the signs.

The old man made a long speech in reply; in the course

of which the beheading sign was frequently repeated. It is

curious that he invariably held his hands towards his throat

after he had gone through this motion, and appeared to wash
his hands in his blood: probably he did this in imitation of

some ceremony used at executions.

Upon one occasion the Chief endeavoured to explain some-

thing to us which had a reference to a period of two days;

this he did by pointing to the sun, making a motion twice
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from east to west, and at the end of each time, closing his

eyes as if asleep. This sign was variously interpreted: some
believed it to mean that in two days his head would be taken

off: others, imagined that in two days a communication might

be made to his government, and that orders for our reception

would be transmitted. Whatever might have been meant by

this particular sign, it seems very probable that some general

instructions were in force along the whole of this coast by

which the treatment of strangers is regulated. The prompti-

tude with which we were met at this place, where, perhaps,

no ship ever was before, and the pertinacity with which our

landing was opposed, seem to imply an extraordinary degree

of vigilance and jealousy on the part of the government.

We expressed a desire to eat and drink, in the hopes of

working on the old man’s hospitality, and, perhaps, inducing

him to entertain us in his house; but he made no motion to-

wards the village, and merely sent off a servant for some

water and a few small cockles. When this sorry fare was
laid on the beach, the old gentleman made signs for us to be-

gin; but we did not choose to be pleased either with the en-

tertainment itself, or with the place and manner in which it

had been served. We explained to him that the proper place

to eat was in a house, and not on a wet dirty beach; he made
no offer, however, of any other, but leaning his head pensive-

ly on his hands, seemed entirely resigned to his fate.

The case was now utterly hopeless; and after an ineffect-

ual attempt to cheer him up, we went on board, as the last,

and indeed only favour we could grant him. Thus we quitted

this inhospitable shore, after a stay of not quite an hour, in

which time we had never been twenty yards from our own
boats. We saw the village, however, to some advantage; it

is neatly built, and very pleasantly situated under fine trees,

in a valley cultivated like a garden, in small square patches.

It was now detei'mined to prosecute the voyage to the

southward, and the Lyra was accordingly ordered to proceed

as usual to sound the passages ahead of the frigate, but

had not gone far before the Alceste, still at anchor, was
observed to be surrounded with boats. In about an hour she
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weighed and stood to sea. Captian Maxwell had received

another visit from the old Chief, whose appearance was de-

scribed as being quite altered; his sprightliness and curiosity

all gone, and his easy unceremonious manner exchanged for

cold and stately civility; he looked embarrassed and un-

happy, as it appeared, from an apprehension of having offend-

ed Captain Maxwell. When this was discovered, no pains

were spared to convince him that, in this respect, there was
not the slightest cause for uneasiness. He would not accept

any presents, but appeared much relieved by the unexpected

kindness with which he was received, and before he went

away, was restored, in some degree, to his wonted spirits.

When looking over the books in the cabin, he was a good

deal taken with the appearance of a Bible, but when offered

to him he declined it, though with such evident reluctance,

that it was again shewn to him just as he was pushing off in

his boat, and he now received it with every appearance of

gratitude, and took his leave in a manner quite friendly.

We quitted this bay without much regret. The old Chief,

indeed, with his flowing beard, and pompous array, and en-

gaging manners, had made a strong impression upon us all;

but his pitiable and childish distress, whatever might have

been the cause, took away from the respect with we were

otherwise disposed to regard him: yet this circumstance,

though it makes the picture less finished, serves to give it ad-

ditional interest; whilst everything ridiculous in the old man’s

character is lost in the painful uncertainty which hangs over

his fate.

From this bay we steered amongst the islands, during all

the 6th and 7th, to the S. W. before the natives were met
with again; we saw them indeed, but never got near enough

to converse with them. They were frequently observed seat-

ed in groups, watching us, on the islands which we passed.

We saw several fishing-boats, with a crew of about a dozen

men, crowded on a sort of poop. At a little distance these

boats appeared to be formed of two vessels lashed together.

This appearance we believe to be caused by their having an

out-rigger on one side, on which their oars, sails, and masts
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are piled, in order probably to keep the boat clear when they

are at anchor fishing. Their mast is lowered down and hoist-

ed up by means of a strong tackle from the mast-head to the

stern, as in the barges on the Thames.

We threaded our way for upwards of a hundred miles

amongst islands which lie in immense clusters in every direc-

tion. At first we thought of counting them, and even at-

tempted to note their places on the charts which we were

making of this coast, but their great number completely baf-

fled these endeavours. They vary in size, from a few’ hundred

yards in length to five or six miles, and are of all shapes.

From the mast-head other groups were perceived lying one

behind the other to the east and south as far as the eye could

reach. Frequently above a hundred islands w’ere in sight

from deck at one moment. The sea being quite smooth, the

weather fine, and many of the islands w’ooded and cultivated

in the valleys, the scene was at all times lively, and was ren-

dered still more interesting by our rapid passage along the

coast, by which the appearances about us were perpetually

changing. Of this coast v/e had no charts possessing the

slightest pretensions to accuracy, none of the places at which

we touched being laid down within sixty miles of their proper

places. Only a few islands are noticed in any map; whereas
the coast, for near two hundred miles, is completely studded
with them, to the distance of fifteen or twenty leagues from
the mainland. These inaccuracies in the charts naturally

gave a very high degree of interest to this part of the voyage;

yet the navigation being at all times uncertain and often

dangerous, considerable anxiety necessarily mingled itself

with the satisfaction produced by so new and splendid a

scene. We always anchored during the night, or when the

tides, which were very rapid, prevented our proceeding in the

deliberate manner absolutely required by the nature of the

circumstances. An instance of the necessity of these precau-

tions occurred on the 7th of September, at four o’clock in the

afternoon, when it being quite calm; we were drifting along
with the tide, which suddenly shifted and carried us rapidly

towards a reef of rocks, which was invisible till the strong
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rippling of the water shewed us our danger: we let go the
anchor immediately but the jerk was so great as to break the

Lyra’s cable. A second anchor, however, brought her up at

a sufficient distance from the reef.

As soon as the tide slacked, a boat was dispatched to ex-

amine the anchorage on the other side of an island near us.

The officer landed about sun-set, and from the top of the island

could discover a village on the other side, on the shores of a

fine large bay. He afterwards sounded the anchorage, and
found it of a convenient depth. On his way back he landed

near the village, but though it was bright moonlight he saw
none of the inhabitants.

8th of September :—About noon we weighed and sailed

round the north end of the island, which had been visited last

night. The Alceste anchored nearly in the middle between

the two islands which form the anchorage; but as the Lyra

draws less water, she was placed as close off the village as

was safe, being then about a quarter of a mile from the beach.

At this distance, by means of a telescope fixed on a table on

the poop, we were enabled to see what was going on in the

village, while the people were unconscious of being observed.

Mr. Gifford, who was too unwell to land with Captin Max-
well and myself, placed himself at the glass, and made many
observations which must otherwise have escaped notice.

At first the only inhabitants visible were seated on the

top of the hill watching us, the village itself being quite

deserted; but shortly after our anchoring, the inhabitants

began to assemble from different parts of the island. Of

these several were women, some of whom had children on

their backs, and others carried them in their arms. They
looked stout, were fairer in complexion than the men, and

were dressed in a long white robe, loose and open in front

with a petticoat of the same colour reaching a little below the

knees; their hair was tied in a large knot behind; a small

piece of white cloth was thrown loosely over the head to pro-

tect them from the rays of the sun. Some women were en-

gaged in husking rice in a mortar with a wooden beater;

these had no dress above the waist. The men and boys were
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seen carrying loads on a wooden frame hooked to the

shoulders.

In a square flat place near the village a number of women
and children were employed winnowing corn by pouring it

from a height, so that the husks blew away. Fishing nets

were spread to dry on most of the houses. We landed about

five o’clock, and found in the village only two men, who
obstinately remained at one place without speaking, looking

anxious that we should go away; they refused the buttons

which we offered them, and resisted our persuasions to ac-

company us to the upper part of the village, which we were

anxious they should do, to show that we had no intention of

hurting any thing, but merely to look about us. We went on

alone, and on reaching a deserted house thought it a good op-

portunity to examine it. Before the door, on a neat clean

level space, enclosed by a hedge covered with a sweet-scented

white flower, we found several heaps of corn and straw, and

several of the wooden mortars in which the rice is pounded,

also a number of vessels, some filled with water and others

with rice. Cooking utensils were lying about, and a number of

fishing lines coiled neatly in baskets, and split fish spread out

to dry on the top of little corn ricks on one side of the court.

The inside was dark and uncomfortable; the mud floor was
full of hollow places; the walls were black with soot, and

every thing looked dirty. On the left of the entrance, two
large metal boilers, twenty inches deep, were sunk in the

brick-work, the upper part being about a foot above the

floor. The fire-place was between the boilers, and on the

hot embers lay three split fishes. On the wall opposite to the

fire were shelves, having a number of cups, basins, and cook-

ing utensils, principally of coarse stone ware, and some few
of a sort of bell-metal. The number of inhabitants in one

house must be considerable, if we can form an estimate from
the quantity of their dishes and vessels. There were three

neat small pieces of furniture on one of the shelves, the use

of which we could not discover; they were made of wood,

elegantly carved and varnished, with a round top about a foot

in diameter and four legs a foot and a half long. The roof
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was well constructed, the rafters being mortised into the ends

of the horizontal beams and tied to the middle by a perpendi-

cular beam or king-post. Over the rafters is laid a net-work
of rods to which the thatch is tied. There was no chimney to

this house, and only one window made of slender bars of

wood, forming square spaces three inches by two, covered by
a thin semi-transparent paper defended by the roof, which

extends so far beyond the wall as to shelter it not only from
the rain but from the sun. Most of the houses had a sort of

raised verandah under the eaves, about a foot or more above

the ground, extending from the door on either hand to the end

of the house. These places were neatly levelled, and must
afford a cool seat. The walls of the houses are from six to

eight feet high, and from fourteen to twenty feet long; the

top of the roof being about fourteen feet. The walls are of

stone and mud; the door moves on the bar, which forms one

of its sides. This bar is prolonged, and works in holes in

the beam above and in a stone below. There was a back door

to the house which we examined. On opening this we found

a bare bank of earth as high as the house at a distance of

three feet from the walls and a hedge rising still higher on

the top This effectually excluded all light.

This minute survey of the house being complete, we re-

turned to our friends who seemed in some measure reassured.

We tried to prevail upon them to accompany us in our walk,

in the hope that the rest of the cottagers might be induced to

return when they saw how peaceably we were disposed. Cap-

tain Maxwell used every sign he could think of but to no pur-

pose, and tired, at length, of these attempts he took hold of

the oldest man’s hand, drew it through his arm, and walked

off with him. I followed his example with the other and this

familiarity amused the natives, who now accompanied us in

perfect good humour. The ease and apparent indifference

with which they walked along with us was curious, and had

so little of awkwardness in it that one might have supposed

it to be the fashion of Corea to walk arm in arm. Having

reached the house which we had before examined, we sat

down on the verandah and made signs that we wished to
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smoke a .'pipe with them. In the meanwhile a boat was
observed to come to the landing place. The crew quitted her

and came towards us at a rapid pace. The quick manner of

these people, so different from the ordinary behaviour of the

Coreans we had seen, made us apprehend that some violence

was meditated; but in this we were mistaken, for they sat

down with us, gave us their pipes to smoke, and laughed im-

moderately at some of our words. We took the hint from

them and laughed heartily whenever we observed that any

thing good had been said amongst them. This was well re-

ceived and proved afterwards a good mode of introduction.

Their curiosity was strongly excited by our clothing,

which they examined minutely. They wished to see some

parts of our dress taken off, and in order to gratify them we
allowed them to have our coats, shoes, stockings, hats, &c.

They were more struck with the stockings than with any thing

else, frequently shouting “Hota! Hota!” This word, which is

pronounced with a strong aspiration, was noted down in our

list as the Corean word for stocking; but it was found after-

wards to be an expression of approbation, applied indiscrim-

inately to whatever they consider remarkably good. After

sitting some time with these people, and smoking several

pipes with them, we gave up all hope of seeing the villagers

return while we v;ere there, and, as the night was falling, we
proposed taking a short walk with our friends and then go-

ing on board. But as soon as they saw us go up the hill in-

stead of returning to the boat, they became very uneasy and

wanted us to turn back. As we had reason, however, to con-

jecture that the women and children were on the other side

of the hill, we went on, in the expectation of getting a sight of

them before dark. This the Coreans prevented by following

us with shouts wherever we went, so as to give warning of

our approach. The women and children probably retreated

before us to a ravine on the north side of the island, for when
we approached it the Coreans became more anxious than ever

for our return; and one man seeing us still advance, took

hold of my arm and gave it a sharp pinch. I turned round and

exclaimed, “Patience, Sir !” He drew back, on observing my
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displeasure, and a moment after called out himself, “Patience,

Sir !” The others hearing this caught the words too, and
nothing was heard for some time amongst them but “Patience,

Sir!'’ pronounced in every instance with perfect propriety.

They seemed surprised themselves on discovering powers of

imitation hitherto in all probability unexercised. This in-

cident brought us better acquainted, and we remained on the

top of the hill teaching them English words till it was dark.

They were certainly entertained with our instructions, but

nevertheless shewed much more satisfaction in attending us

down hill again to our boats. Before going on board we
invited them to come to the ship next day, which one of the

party was supposed to comprehend: he first made prepara-

tions for going to bed, then closed his eyes, hung his head on

his hand, and snored very properly; after a time he opened

his eyes, started and looked about him, then laid his hands

on Captain Maxwell’s shoulders with an air of welcome.

This was interpreted by some into a wish for our departure

till morning, and by others that he himself would visit us

at daylight. As he never came on board, and as he received

us on landing next day with any thing but welcome, probably

both guesses were wrong. Of one thing there was no doubt,

his anxiety to get rid of us; and his signs may have meant
that it was time for all honest people to be in bed.

9th of September:—At sunrise we landed at the same vil-

lage, and found it deserted as before. We left it and made
for the highest peak on the island, accompanied by a few of

the Coreans, who did not interfere with us till about halfway

up, when on our entering a grove of fir trees, with the ap-

pearance of which we had been struck, one of the Coreans

objected. We went on, however. Upon reaching the

stump of an old tree the Corean fell on his knees, bowed his

head to the ground, and, as he raised it again, held his hands

closed and pressed together towards the stump. This had

very much the air of a stratagem to dissuade us from going

further in that direction, where the women probably were con-

cealed. Admitting this to have been the motive, it is curious

that he should have supposed such a shew of religious form
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calculated to restrain us. It is further remarkable as being
*

the only circumstance which we have seen on this coast im-

plying a knowledge of religion or religious ceremony. There

are here no temples, idols or tombs, whereas in China vil-

lages much smaller than those of Corea have them in every

corner. The other Coreans took no notice of the stump, and
the man who was prostrating himself before it, finding that his

behaviour produced nothing but a number of questions from

us concerning the nature of the tree, got on his legs and

walked sulkily away. In the course of our walk we saw six

bullocks of a small breed and very fat, but which the Coreans

were not to be tempted to sell by any thing which we had to

give them. Dogs were the only quadrupeds besides that we
saw. There were pigeons, hawks, and eagles, but few small

birds. Crows were as numerous here as in every other part

of the world. We returned on board to breakfast, and after-

wards set out on an excursion to the top of a high island lying

some leagues to the south-east of us. On our way we landed

and observed the sun’s meridian altitude with an artificial

horizon, by which we ascertained the latitude to be 34° 22’

39” north. The longitude by the mean of two chronometers

was 126° 2’ 45” east.

We passed, for the distance of five miles, amongst islands;

all, except the very smallest, inhabited. The villages are

built in the valleys where the houses are nearly hid by trees

and hedges. The sides of the hills are cultivated with millet

and a species of bean and in the numerous small gardens

near the villages we saw a great variety of plants.

As the peaked island which we had undertaken to climb

was steep, and covered with a long coarse grass, it cost us a

tiresome scramble to gain the top, which is about six hundred

feet above the level of the sea. The main land of Corea is

just discernible in the north-east and east from this eleva-

tion, but it commands a splendid view of the islands lying in

thick clusters, as far as the eye can reach, from north-west

quite round by east to south. We endeavoured to count them.

One person, by reckoning only such as were obviously sep-

arate islands, made their number one hundred and twenty.
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Two other gentlemen, by estimating the numbers in’each con-

nected cluster, made severally one hundred and thirty-six

and one hundred and seventy- a difference, which at once

shews the difficulty of speaking with precision on this subject.

But when it is considered that from one spot which, though

considerably elevated, was not centrical, one hundred and
twenty islands could be counted, and that our course for up-

wards of one hundred miles had been amongst islands no less

crowded than these, some idea may be formed of this great

archipelago.

After enjoying this scene for some time we went down
on the other side of the peak, which is much less steep. We
found the boat’s crew preparing dinner for us under some
trees, close to a well of cool water. The village to which

the well belonged not being many yards off, we proceeded to

explore it and found it deserted by all except an old woman
and a man. The woman, seated on a pile of stones in the

middle of the village, took no notice of us -as we passed; and

indeed, she was herself so very homely as to occupy but little

of our attention. The man was seated at the door of a cot-

tage, making a straw sandal. On our entering his inclosure,

he looked up for an instant and immediately resumed his work

with as much composure as if we had been a party of the

villagers. A button was offered to him, which he accepted

without scruple. He agreed, with equal readiness, to ex-

change his unfinished sandal for another button, which having

carelessly put away in a bag lying near him, he took some

straw and re-commenced his business, without seeming to

notice that we were rummaging his house. He is the only

Corean we have met with who has not shewn some slight

symptoms of curiosity. Indeed, he seemed totally indifferent

about our staying or going, or about what w’e were doing in

his house, and we left him without knowing whether to

ascribe his apathy to fear or to absolute stupidity.

On returning from the village, we saw a party of the

natives assembled on a rising ground near us. They were

invited, by signs, to join us at dinner, but they kept their

places unmoved. While we were at dinner, the sailors, who
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had been rambling about, joined the natives and in a few

minutes became very good friends with them, the natives

giving up their pipes and the sailors in return supplying them

with tobacco. We have frequently remarked during this

voyage that the sailors make acquaintance with the natives

much sooner than officers. This seems the natural effect

of the difference in our manners. On meeting with natives,

we feel so anxious to conciliate and to avoid giving offence

that our behaviour, thus guarded and circumspect, has an air

of restraint about it, which may produce distrust and ap-

prehension on their part; whilst, on the other hand. Jack, who
is not only unreflecting and inoffensive himself, but never

suspects that others can possibly misconstrue his perfect

good-will and unaffected frankness, has an easy, disengaged

manner which at once invites confidence and familiarity.

In about an hour after we had sat down, one of the

natives hastily rose, and without appearing to deliberate, but

as if actuated by a sudden impulse, strode rapidly down to us,

and in the most unceremonious way possible, presented his

lighted pipe for us to smoke. We received him as kindly as

we could, and prevailed upon him to take a glass of wine;

which he had no sooner drunk off, than he roared out, “Hota!

Hota!” This exclamation brought the rest down, who seating

themselves by us, drank freely and became very cheerful and

communicative, telling us the Corean names of every thing

we pointed to and asking, in return, the English names for

our clothes. But though the wine made these people far

more sociable than any we had yet seen, they never forgot

the principal object of their thoughts, and suggested every

now and then, by pointing to our boats, the propriety of our

going away. After sunset they became very impatient and

uneasy at our stay; but when at length we yielded to their

entreaties, the whole party accompanied us to the water’s

side and took leave with the most lively marks of satisfaction

at our departure.

10th of September :—This morning, about ten o’clock, we
got under weigh and stood to the southward. By sunset we

* See vocabulary at the end. Editor.
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were clear of all islands, and could just distinguish the island

of Quelpart in the south-east quarter.

The shortness of our stay on this coast, and the difficulty

we experienced in communicating with the inhabitants, will

account for the scanty and disjointed nature of the informa-

tion obtained. A future voyager would do well to be accom-

panied by a person who can write the Chinese character, and

should have full leisure to overcome, by patient management,
the distrust of strangers evinced by this unsociable people.

A chart of our track along this coast is subjoined to this

work, in the hope that it may prove useful to a future voyag-

er. As it was constructed under circumstances of great

haste, it is necessarily incomplete; yet it will probably be

found more accurate than any maps or charts hitherto pub-

lished.

(Note by the Editor:—The chart vvith its accompanying

notes is not reproduced here, nor is the coloured print of

“The Corean Chief and his Secretary”, which, though inaccu-

rate in other respects, gives what is probably a good portrait

of the dignified old Corean gentleman.

It is plain that the Lyra and Alceste touched at the fol-

lowing points :

a. The Sir James Hall Group of islands, off the south-

west corner of Hwang-hai-to. These islands are

known to the Coreans as Paik-ryeng-to, Tai-ch’yeng-

to and So-ch’yeng-to.

b. Hutton Island, known to the Coreans as Wai-yen-to,

some miles out to sea off the coast of Ch’ung-

ch’yeng-to.

c. Basil Bay, near Pi-in, in Ch’ung-ch’yeng-to, a few

miles to the North of Kunsan and the mouth of the

Keum River.

d. Some of the many islands off the S. W. coast of

Chol-la-to, in the neighbourhood of Port Hamilton.

On leaving the last-mentioned point the ships proceeded

to the Loochoo Islands, with a description of which the rest

of Capt. Basil Hall’s book is occupied).
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WORDS OBTAINED FROM THE INHABITANTS OF

THE WEST COAST OF COREA.

(Appended by Capt. Basil Hall to the Account of his Voyage.)

English. Corean. English. Corean.

No Poodong * Good Hota
Water Bool • Earth K’hool
A pipe Dewton * Knife Khul
H air Bodee Jacket Chonuksa
Eyes Doon Trousers Choogay
Mouth Jeep Shoe Poschien
Nose Ko Stocking or boots Hung-inn
Hand So-an Tobacco pouch Samb-jee
Beard Shee om Rice (food) Pa-ap
Tongue Chay Fan Pootsa
Ear Quee Stove Tok
Teeth Jee White hat Pan-a-ee

• Tree Phang na moo Black hat Kat
* Grass Phee A cock Tac

* These five words have the h so strongly aspirated that it was rarely

we could pronounce them to the satisfaction of the natives.

Their language, upon the whole, is not unpleasing, and it has none of

the harsh Chinese sounds. The natives have a remarkable facility in imitat-

ing our sound, and they in general speak in a very loud tone of voice.

THE END
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ARBORETUM COREENSE

PART II.

BEING A SECOND LIST OF FIFTY OF THE BEST-KNOWN

TREES AND SHRUBS FOUND IN COREA, WITH

SOME PREFATORY NOTES ON THOSE

CONTAINED IN PART I.

Our readers are here presented with a continuation of

the “Arboretum Coreense,” of which part I. was published in

December 1918, in Vol. IX. of the Transactions of the Korea
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. The work was under-

taken in 1917-18 by the undersigned with the invaluable help

of Professor E. H. Wilson, of the Arnold Arboretum in

Harvard University. Indeed it is not too much to say that

anything of value in the work is due entirely to the skill and

knowledge of Prof. Wilson, and the unselfish readiness with

which he has placed these at our disposal. He set the ball

rolling in the first instance with his interesting paper on

“The Vegetation of Korea” (published in the same number
of our Transactions). And it was with the double view of

elucidating the facts contained in that paper and at the same

time providing a sound basis for future botanical studies in

Corea, that the publication of the Arboretum Coreense was
begun. Most fortunately Prof. Wilson returned to Corea in

1918, after part I. had been prepared for the press, and he has

since not only enriched the “preliminary catalogue” of fifty

items contained in part I. by supplying a number of notes on

the plants therein referred to, but he has enabled us to pre-

sent parts II. and III. in a much extended and more complete

form. And inasmuch as he is responsible for all the identi-

fications in the lists now printed, it has not been thought

necessary to put the initial W after the botanical designations

which he supplied. Readers are asked to note the limitations

which we have imposed on ourselves, and also the system

followed, in preparing these lists. The chief limitations are:—
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Ca) The list is prepared by one who is a resident in cen-

tral Corea, and therefore it has but scant reference

to plants occurring only in the extreme north and

south.

(b) The list only deals with “woody” plants, i. e. trees,

shrubs and climbers. We are still not without hope

that someone will take in hand the production of

an Herbarium Coreense, which will do for the herba-

ceous flora of Chosen what we have attempted to do

for its woody plants.

With regard to the system followed in preparing the

lists, it is important to note:

—

(a) That all the way through we try to give the assured

vernacular name of each plant in Corean script, to-

gether with its colloquial designation as commonly
used in England and America, and the correct botani-

cal title, as provided by Prof. Wilson, after examin-

ing an actual specimen in each case. A small group

of plants for which Prof. Wilson provided the

botanical names after examining specimens, but for

which no undoubted vernacular name has been found,

will be printed separately at the end of the main list.

(b) To the above are appended the references to the

plants in question extracted from our two standard

Corean Dctionaries, the Dictionnaire Coreen Fran-

cais published by the French Fathers in 1880 (re-

ferred to as D. C. F. ) and the Korean Evglish Dic-

tionary published by Dr. Gale, pt. I. and pt. II. ). In

many cases these descriptions are palpably defective

or incorrect. But with a view to avoiding future con-

fusion, it has seemed best to collect and set out un-

der the heading of each plant, all the available in-

formation (even when erroneous) supplied by those

who have preceded us in the work.

(c) By Prof. Wilson’s kindness we are now able to add

in almost every case a description of the plant, which

ought to be of the greatest help to students, especial-

ly to those who are beginning the study of Corean
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woody plants. And in order to bring part I. up to the

same level of completeness as part II. we print here-

under his notes on some of the plants which were
less fully described in our first list of 50 names con-

* tained in part I., before proceeding with its continua-

tion in part II. and III. of the Arboretum Coreense,

It remains to be said that further experience only

confirms the statement made in the introduction to

part I. as to the confusion arising from the use of the

Chinese characters in describing plants. It becomes
more and more plain that many of these characters,

so far from bearing the fixed meaning we usually as-

sociate with them in other branches of literature, are

in botanical works used with widely variant meanings
in different parts of the Far East. The case of has

been already referred to, Wi is aii even greater sinner,

being used for the Catalpa in China and for the Wild
Walnut {Juglans mandshurica, Maxim) in Corea.

Similarly ^ is used in Corea for an Ash {Fraxinus
mandshurica, Rupr.), and in China for Machilus
nanmu, Hemsl, which Dr. Henry, a well known
botanical expert, describes as “the most famous of

Chinese woods, sometimes erroneously called cedar,

though it really belongs to the Laurel tribe", and
which certainly has no connexion with the Ash.

We ought perhaps to add that in drawing up these lists

we have paid practically no attention to the many trees im-

ported during recent years by foreigners or by the Japanese

Government General, nor has any attempt been made to ar-

range the items in any scientific order. They are listed and

numbered just in the order in which the specimens happened

to come under notice. Where a place name is added in square

brackets, as, for instance, [Paik-chunQJIl], at the end of any

description, it signifies the place from whence the actual

specimen identified by Prof. Wilson came. It does not signify

that it is in any way peculiar to that place or more frequently

found there than elsewhere.

Mark Napier Trollope,

Bishop in Corea,

Pres. Corea Branch, R. A. S.
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Corrections and additional notes to certain of the plants

mentioned in part I. of the Arboretum Coreense.

5. The Chinese Juniper. Juniperus chinensis, L.

Forms of this Juniper, either prostrate, spreading, or

strictly upright in habit, and varying much in appearance

in accordance with the preponderance of scale-like or

needle-shaped leaves on different specimens, are favour-

ite garden shrubs in Corea and are planted in great

numbers in Seoul and everywhere else.

The Chinese Arbor Vitae {Thuja orientalis, L.) is

dealt with in a separate article. (See No. 88)

6. The Yew. (a) The Foetid Yew, Cephalotaxus drupacea,

S. &Z.
This is a small shrub in Corea, where it seldom ex-

ceeds 5 feet in height and as much in diameter. Its dark

green leaves radiate from the branchlets like the teeth of

a comb and have white lines on the underside. The fruit

is fleshy, ovoid, purple and plum-like in appearance.

(b) The Corean Yew. Taxus cuspidata, S. & Z.

This yew is a common tree on some of the lower

peaks and slopes of Keum Kang San, where handsome

specimens, 50 feet tall, with trunks 8 to 10 feet in girth

and broad-spreading crowns, are frequently met with.

They present a wonderful sight in early October when
laden with their scarlet fruit, standing out in strong'relief

against the dark green leaves.

7. The Box. Buxus microphylla var. riparia, Mak.

This plant grows in great profusion on the lower

slopes of Kwan-Ak-San to the south of Seoul,

where, however, it never exceeds the dimensions of a

small shrub.

8. The Larch. Larix dahurica, var. Principis-Rupprechtii,

Rehd. & Wils.

For general purposes this is probably the most valu-

able timber tree in Corea, and its lumber is rafted in large

quantities down the Yalu and Tumen rivers. It is con-

fined to the volcanic soils in the north of the Peninsula,

where it covers great areas either as a pure growth or
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mixed with Birch, Poplar, Spruce, Fir and Nut Pine.

This Larch grows fully 150 feet tall, has scaly bark, a

mastlike trunk, and sparse, slender branches. Two
planted trees are to be seen in the grounds of the Temple
at You-Tyem Sa and another and larger specimen

in those of the Temple of Mahayen-Am, both in Keum
Kang San

13. The Elm. Ulmus japovica, Sarg.

This is the common Elm of Corea, but, although it is

wide-spread and fairly abundant, really large trees are

rarely seen. As usually met with, it is a tree from 30 to

50 feet tall, with gray fissured bark and a wide-spread-

ing crown.

Another species of Elm is Ulmus lacineata, Schneid,

which is usually a small tree and is quite common in Keum
Kang San. It may easily be recognized by its leaves,

which are truncated and coarsely-toothed, and commonly

terminate in three cusps. The inner bark is very strong

and used for twine.

Yet another Elm is U. parvifolia, Jacq. common as

a small tree in hedge-rows in central Corea, locally

known by the name ’^1^'d-f-.

14. The Alder.

(a) Alnus japonica, S. & Z. is known to the

Coreans as or the “water-alder.”

(b) Alnus siberica, Turcz, is sometimes distinguish-

ed as A si

.

The first-named is usually met with in swamps
and moist places, and is a tall shapely tree, with dark,

furrowed bark, more or less ovate, sharp-pointed dark

green leaves and small cone-like fruits The other

is most commonly found on mountain slopes, is a

small tree with smooth gray bark, roundish, coarsely

toothed leaves (suggesting those of the Common Hazel-

nut, which are pale greyish on the under side, and has a

somewhat larger fruit. Both species are widely dispers-

ed in Corea and very commonly found round Seoul and
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elsewhere, being favourites for planting, as they thrive

under conditions inimical to the majority of trees.

17. The Pak Tal Tree. Beiula Schmidtii, Regel.

A small species, Betula chinensis, Maxim, the bark

and wood of which have precisely the same characteris-

tics as B. Schmidtii, is widely distributed throughout

Corea, being especially abundant on cliffs and hill-tops.

It may be distinguished from the greater Pak Tal by its

small, broadly ovoid fruits, its smaller leaves on hairy

branchlets and by its inferior size, as it seldom exceeds

25 feet in height.

(Mountain top behind Temple of Hwa Chang Sa
near Songdo

18. The Linden or Lime Tree. Tilia mandshurica, Rupr.

and Maxim.

For the other species of the Lime, Tilia amurensis,

Kom. See below No. 83.

19. The Big Ash Tree. Fraxinue mandshurica, Rupr.

This tree, which grows from 80 to 90 feet tall, with a

trunk from 10 to 12 feet in girth, and which furnishes

very valuable lumber, delights in rich alluvial valley soils.

The bark is firm, gray and deeply fissured; the crown

broad and shapely; and the leaves composed of several

pairs of oblong lance-shaped leaflets. In Corea the char-

acter is commonly used as an equivalent of as

may be seen from the name of the mining station

Teulmi-chung, which is written in Chinese A great

deal of confusion has been caused by the fact that this

character is used in China to designate a wholly different

and very valuable timber tree, the Machilus nanmu,
Hemsl, which is commonly described as “cedar” but in

reality belongs to the Laurel family and has nothing to

do with the Ash. See below (No. 23) for the other com-

mon Corean Ash Fraxinus rhyncophylla, Hance.

20. The Evodia Tree. Evodia Daniellii, Benn.

This tree, seldom exceeding 30 feet in height, is com-

monly found round houses and villages in central Corea.

It has smooth bark, a shapely flattened or rounded crown
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and leaves which when bruised emit a strong odour. In

late summer it bears broad clusters of white flowers,

which are speedily followed by reddish fruits, making the

tree most conspicuous. As they ripen the fruits change

to gray and are retained on the tree in dried clusters

throughout the winter. The oil made from the seeds

of this tree is said to be sometimes mixed with that pro-

duced by the Corean Benzoin (No. 37), in the preparation

of hair-oil for women and children.

23. The Common Ash. Fraxinvs rhyncophylla. Hance.

A small tree with smooth grey bark, and leaves

composed of few leaflets of unequal size and shape.

Though usually not more than 30 feet tall with a trunk

about 2 feet in girth, there are trees round Paikchun S jll

as much as 50 feet high with trunks 7 feet in girth, and in

these the bark is slightly Assured. In autumn the leaves

of this tree assume fine purple tints.

24. The Spiney Elm. Hemiptelea Davidii, Benth. & Hook,

fil.

Though usually met with in hedgerows and waste

places as a dense bush or low tree, the Spiney Elm grows
under favourable conditions to a large size. At Paikchun

fi jll and Kanghwa there are trees 50 feet tall with

trunks 6 feet and more in girth and with shapely heads.

The bark is almost black, deeply fissured and striking.

25. The Red Birch. Betula dahurica, Pall.

Abundant in the north, but far from common in cen-

tral and southern Corea, this Birch grows from 50 to 80

feet tall and has a short trunk 5 to 10 feet in girth. On
the trunk and branches the reddish-gray, papery bark

either peels off or remains in loose shaggy masses, which

give the tree an odd untidy apperance.

26. The Kalopanax. Kalopanax ricinifalius, Miquel.

With its large, deep-green, palmately lobed leaves on

long stalks and great terminal clusters of pure white

flowers, freely produced in mid-August, this is one of the

most strikingly handsome of all Corean trees. It grows

under favourable conditions fully 80 feet tall and has a
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trunk 10 feet in girth, but such fine examples are rare.

The bark is gray, furrowed and sparsely studded with

sharp prickles; the branches and branchlets are stout and

prickly and form a rounded or flattened crown: the fruit,

which speedily follows the flowers, is black when ripe and

small in size, and suggests that of the European Elder-

berry (Sambucus nigra, L. ) though the clusters are

larger. Most commonly the Kalopanax is met with in

Corea as a thin, small tree, with trunk and branches

densely studded with sharp thorns, and leaves deeply,

often digitately, lobed. Such trees are too young to bear

flowers.

28 The Willow. Salix eoreensis, Anders.

In its typical form this common Tree Willow has

wide-spreading branches and branchlets, but the form

with hanging branchlets is the one most in request for

planting by roadsides and is distinguished by the Coreans

Another wide-spread species, the Goat Willow, Salix

caprea L. is quite common in Corea as a bush some 10 or

more feet tall. It is easily distinguished from other Co-

rean species by its large, prominently veined leaves,

clothed with loose grey woolly hairs on the underside.

For the Osier or Basket Willows of Korea, S. gracili-

styla, Miquel, and S. purpurea, L. See below No. 81.

29. The Aspen. Populus tremula, L.

On deforested mountains this is one of the first trees

to appear, especially in the north of Corea, where it is

abundant. In the centre and south of the peninsula it is

less common. The wood is pure white and makes ex-

cellent match-splints.

30. ’‘The Matrimony Vine.” Lycium chinense, Mill.

Rendered conspicuous in the autumn by its wealth

of scarlet berries, this shrub, with its thin sprawling or

arching branches, is fairly common in waste places

generally, but more especially so round houses.
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32. The Hawthorn. Crataegus pinnatifida, Bunge,

This tree is also known as the or in

the neighbourhood of Songdo and Paikchun, Another

and more classical name is which is referred to us

as follows in the Dictionaries :

—

D. C. F. ihS “(En mMec) Baie d’aubepine. Graine

medecinale d’une arbre. Sansa namou.

Aubepine.”

Gale pt. I. UjS “The hill hawthorn. Crataegus

cuneata See

Throughout Corea this is one of the commonest of

small trees, and its white flowers in spring and red fruits

in autumn are very beautiful. It is also cultivated for its

fruit, which is much esteemed and enters into the Corean

pharmacopoeia.

33. The Nut-Gall Tree. Rhus javanica, L,

This is a bush or small tree, very common on the

hillsides, with a flat crown and large, erect plumes of

white flowers, produced in August, and a curiously wing-

ed leaf rhachis. Galls, much esteemed in Corean med-

icine, often develop on the leaves, which assume very

brilliant tints in autumn.

34. The Corean Paper Mulberry. Broussonettia Kazinoki, •

Sieb.

A fairly large shrub, with palmately lobed and harsh-

ly hairy leaves. It grows wild from the neighbourhood

of Gensan southward and is also much cultivated for its

bark, from which the famous tough paper of Corea is

made.

35. The Varnish Tree. Rhus verniciflua. D. C.

The poisonous properties of this tree (doubtless in-

troduced from China centuries ago) are well-known, but

it does not appear to be so highly valued and widely culti-

vated in Corea, as it is in China and Japan, for its lacquer-

varnish. As a small tree or bush, it may be found near

villages here and there throughout central and southern

Corea.
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36. The Evergreen Euonymus. Evonymus radicavs, Thunb.

This densely branched evergreen shrub is usually of

low stature but attains occasionally to considerable size.

With its dark-green, ovate to rounded leaves, and clusters

of white fruits, which change to red and on opening dis-

play orange-red seeds in Autumn, it is a familiar object

in many Corean gardens. The name does not be-

long to this tree.

37. The Korean Benzoin. Benzoin obtusilobum, 0 Kuntze.

This tree is also known to Coreans as or

“ginger-tree,” from the ginger-like smell emitted by the

branchlets when bruised. Under this title it is described

as follows in the Dictionaries :

—

D. C. F. “Esp. d’arbuste du genre laurier,

dont les feuilles ont I’odeur du gingembre.”

Gale, pt. I. “A large tree said to have an

odor of ginger.”

It is a common much-branched shrub, sometimes 12

feet in height, with clusters of yellow flowers, produced

before the handsome, three-lobed to broadly ovate, leaves

unfold. The fruit is borne in clusters and is globose and

black, and contains a single seed rich in fragrant oil. In

autumn the leaves change to yellow and orange, and add
much to the beauty of thicket and copse.

The Daiura Stramonium, (or Thorn-apple), with
which our Dictionaries mistakenly identify the is a

totally different and herbaceous plant, which grows freely

as a weed by the wayside in Corea. From the resem-

blance of its prickly fruit to that of the castor-oil plant,

it is sometimes known to Coreans as or
o)-:^, i. e. “Japanese or Chinese castor oil,” though its

common vernacular name is of which the fol-

lowing account is given in our Dictionaries :
—

D. C. F. “Nom d’une esp. de plante, d’herbe : esp

de grateron.”

Gale, pt. I. “The burr-seed. Echinospermum.
Lappula, see And under this last men-
tioned title “Burr-weed seed. Xanthium strum-

arium. See
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39. The Common Privet. Ligustum ibota, Sieb.

A deciduous-leafed shrub, growing from 4 to 6 feet

tall, with many thin branches and narrow clusters of

white flowers, followed by small, dull black fruits, which

suggest its rather coarse verncular name (Rat dung
tree). It is fairly common everywhere and may be

found, for instance, on Nam San in Seoul.

40. The Corean Honey-locust Tree. Gleditsia horrida, Mak.
A tree of medium size with formidable spines on both

trunk and branches. The bark is grey and fairly smooth,

and the flattened black pods (which give the tree one of

its names, from the supposed resemblance of the pods to

horns) are about a foot long. Fine specimens of this

tree, 40 feet high, with trunks 6 feet in girth, grow
round Paikchun ajn.

41. The Mulberry, (a) Morus alba, L. (6) Morus bombycis,

Koidz.

The last named is the wild Mulberry of Corea, and is

sometimes a tree as much as 30 feet in height and 3 feet

in girth of trunk. The dull-green leaves are relatively

small and very variable in shape. The other species M.
alba, L. distinguished by its large bright green leaves,

is now being widely planted in Corea, under Japanese
guidance, for sericultural purposes.

Vl 42. The Pear, (a) Pyrus serotina var. culta, Reh.

(6) Pyrus ussuriensis, Maxim.
(c) Pyrus Faurei, Schneid.

P. ussuriensis, known to the Coreans as is the

common wild near of the country and on it the various

forms of the cultivated Pear, P. serotina, culta, Rehd,
are grafted, the fruit being known as if of the

yellow, and if of the green, variety.

P. Faurei, which is apparently known to Coreans as

is a shrub or low-growing tree, with spiney bran-

ches and very small fruits, not much larger than a good
sized pea. (Kanghwa, 01^ near On-su-ri iS^KS)-

N. B.—The blossoms of the Pear, the Peach and the Apricot, together
with those of the Plum and Cherry, provide a wealth of colouring
throughout Corea, and especially in the neighbourhood of houses
and villages, in the spring.
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43. The Peach. Prurms Persica, Stokes.

This is abundantly cultivated in several varieties

throughout Corea, for its fruit, which is however of in-

ferior flavour.

44. The Apricot. Prunvs Armeniaca, L.

This too is widely cultivated in Corea and is possibly

indigenous, but the flavour of the fruit is poor.

45. The Chinese Date or Jujube. Zizyphus saliva, Schneid.

A spiney bush or small tree, producing dull brownish

red edible fruits, and commonly found round houses and

villages. It may easily be recognized by its glistening,

lustrous green leaves. Much of the fruit, however, sold

in Corean shops appears to come from North China.

46. The Persimmon. Diospyros kaki, L.

This is the tree, which, grafted on stocks of D. Lotus,

L. (see No. 47) produces the luscious orange-coloured

fruits, so common as an aritcle of food, whether in the

fresh or dried state, among Coreans. It is probably the

most commonly cultivated fruit tree in the peninsula, at

least from Seoul southwards.

48. The Chestnut. Castanea crenata, Bl.

A native tree, abundantly cultivated in orchards for

its fruits, which are of good size and flavour, but are held

in less esteem than the smaller nuts of the Chinese spe-

cies ( Castanea mollissima Bl. ) which is cultivated round

P‘yeng-yang.

49. The Common Walnut. Juglans regia, L.

Though the fruit of this tree is one of the commonest

articles in the winter markets, the tree itself is hardly

known in the neighbourhood of Seoul. It appears how-

ever to be abundantly cultivated in some of the southern

provinces of Corea.

50. The Hazel Nut or Filbert. Corylus heterophylla, Fisch.

A common shrub of no great size, with variously and

coarsely incised leaves. The fruit is enclosed in a husk

with jagged edges, through which peeps the nut.
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We now proceed with our second list of fifty Trees and

Shrubs contained in Part II.

PART II.

m
-#•

51. The Ox-horn Hazel Nut.

& Maxim.

D. C. F.

Gale, pt. I.

\Deest.

Corylus mandshurica, Rupr.

Although the ordinary Hazel zlj Corylus hete-

rophylla, Fisch, is given in both Dictionaries, this species

is not mentioned in either. It differs from the ordinary

Hazel in having a long snout to the casing of the nut,

curved so as strongly to resemble an ox’s horn. It is

abundant in thickets and woods in central and northern

Corea, as a broad, much-branched bush, 6 to 15 feet in

height.

(Hills N. of Songdo).

52. The Corean Wild Walnut. Jvglans mandshurica, Ma.xim

D. C. F. “Noyer sauvage (employe en menui-

serie).” Under the D. C F. gives the same

Chinese characters and the same description, re-

ferring to 7is|j as synonym.

Gale, pt. I. “A forest tree—the Catalpa l\aemp-

feri.” Pt. II. The same.

There is no question that the is the Wild Wal-

nut of Corea, and has nothing to do with the Catalpa (for

which see No. 85). Apparently in China, which is the

home of Catalpa Kaempferi, the character IK; is used

sometimes to describe it— a fact which has led to con-

fusion.

In the moist woods of central and northern Corea

this tree is fairly common and grows to a considerable

size, and trees from 70 to 80 feet in height are not infre-

quently met with. The wood is much prized for cabinet

work, and the inner bark is used in Paikchun 0)ll (and

probably elsewhere) for making the heel pieces of Corean

straw shoes.
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'tt 53. The Corean Wild Plum. Prunus Nakaii, Levi.

Neither of the above Dictionaries gives the name, but

the Corean Dictionary ^ gives the name ^ *1

under the character and this character is described

in Gale, pt. II. as “a mountain tree like the cherry,

Prunus japonica.” And Gale, pt. I. gives as

equivalent to “The fruit of the thorn tree.”

This is a low twiggy shrub, not uncommon in the

open country and by the road side, the fruit of which is

scarlet in colour, edible, and about the size of a cherry.

[Hills N. of Songdo.]

54. The Corean Plum. Prunus salicina, Lindl.

D. C. F. (Oyat) ^ “Prune.” (Chato) “P6che

munis. See (Chato) The same descrip-

tion.

Gale, pt. II. (Oyat) ^ “The plum. Prunus com-

munis, A surname.”

This Asiatic Plum tree— the Chinese character for

which supplies the surname of some of the most widely

spread and distinguished families in China and Corea—is

cultivated in gardens throughout Corea, and occasionally

met with naturalized by the way side. It is a small tree,

with a rather dense crown made up of numerous and re-

latively thin branches, bearing globose fruits. Near

Paikchun SJIl the name (Autumn plum?) was

given to it.

55. The Plum-blossom Tree. Two species.

() Prunus japonica, Thunb.

() Prunus mume, S. & Z.

D.C.F. “Fleur d’abricotier (qui n’existe qu’en

serre en Coree, et qui a un fruit plus acide que

Tabricot d’Europe). Fleur qui fleurit en serre au

commencement du printemps, fin d’hiver.”

Gale, pt. I. “The plum-flower. Prunus mume."

Deest.

rouge, espece de prune.”

Gale, pt. I. (Oyat) ^ “The plum. Prunus com-
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(a) Pruvus japonica. This well-known shrub, known to

the Corean as 'Jl or
‘

‘Spring plum blossom,
’
’ with

its erect twiggy branches and wealth of small white

flowers, is very generally met with in Corean gar-

dens. Its shortly-stalked, crimson, cherry-like fruit

is edible, but slightly inferior in size to that of the

“Bush-cherry.
”

(b) Prvnus wume. Known to the Coreans as or

“Winter plum blossom.” The Prunus mume or ume
is in Corea, as in Japan and China, one of the most
prized of garden plants. But, owing to the cold cli-

mate, it is rarely seen growing out of doors in cent-

ral and northern Corea.

[Kanghwa Qllp]

56. The Wild Cherry. Two varieties.

() Prunus serrvlata, var. pvbescens, Wils.

() Prunus serrulata, var. spontanea, Wils.

D. C. F. “Espfece de cerisier.
”

Gale, pt. I. “The birch.”

Under the D. C. F. gives j|^7fc “Espfece

d’arbre dont Tecorce blanche a une force extra-

ordinaire, et entre dans la confection de Tare.”

The P. serrulata, var. pubescens, is the most common
Wild Cherry of Corea, but its glabrous relative P. ser-

rulata, var. spontanea, also grows there, though less com-

mon. Doubtless the bark of both of these cherries is

used for the purpose of strengthening the bows used in

archery. Both are trees of moderate size, with white, or

pinkish-white, flowers, which are produced before the

leaves, and are followed by small black fruits Their au-

tumnal tints, orange to crimson, are strikingly beautiful.

Dr. Gale’s description of the tree as “The birch,” and

the reference of the D. C. F. to the 5!'4-¥‘ (with the

character which is certainly sometimes used for

“birch”) would seem to point to some doubt as to wheth-

er it is actually the Wild Cherry, or some other tree of

the Birch tribe, whose bark is used for strengthening the

Corean bow.
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57. The Corean Bush-cherry. Prunus tomentosa, Thunb.
D. C. F. “Esp. de petites cerises.”

Gale, pt. I. ‘‘The cherry. Prunus pseudo-

cerasus.”

This is the common cultivated Cherry of Corea, which
also grows wild in the northern districts. It is a much-
branched shrub growing from 5 to 8 feet high, and has
woolly leaves, small white flowers, and scarlet fruits of

medium size.

58. The Chinese Cherry. Prunus psuedocerasus, Lindl.

D. C. F. In .

Gale }

This Chinese Cherry is cultivated in Kanghwa (and

possibly elsewhere) for its edible fruit. It is a small tree

10 to 15 feet in height, with a trunk one or two feet in

girth. The small white flowers are freely produced in

clusters, before the leaves which are softly hairy. The
fruit suggests the ordinary ‘‘white-heart” cherry of

Europe, but is smaller.

[Kangwha
59. The Bird-cherry. Prunus Padus, L.

D. C. F. Deest.

Gale, pt. I. ‘‘The mysterious arrow tree, not

unlike the elm.” [These Chinese characters ap-

pear to belong to Evonymus alatas, Thunb.]

This Bii’d-cherry, with its conspicuous racemes of

fragrant white flowers, followed by small black fruits,

much sought after by children, is common all over Corea.

[Good specimen in garden on left hand of Peking

road, about half way between and

outside West Gate of Seoul.]

60. Maack’s Bird-chcrry. Prunus Maackii, Rupr.

^
}
Deest.

Gale i

With its smooth orange-yellow bark and gland-dotted

leaves, this species is easily distinguished from the com-

mon Bird-cherry, Prunus Padus, L. It is very common in

Keum Kang San and other mountain ranges to the north.
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61. The Corean Wild Apricot. Prunus wundshuhrica,

Kochne.

\ Deest

Well distinguished by its thick cork-black bark, the

inner layers of which are reddish in colour, this tree, with

its white blossoms, produced before the leaves unfold, is

widely dispersed throughout Corea. It grows to a large

size, and specimens 60 feet tall, with trunk 10 feet in

girth, have been met with. But more usually, as in the

neighbourhood of Seoul, it averages about 20 to 30 feet

in height and 5 to 7 feet in girth. Its fruit is similar in

appearance to the ordinary Apricot, but is smaller and

very harsh in flavour.

[Hills N. of Songdo.]

62. The Corean Apple Malus asiatica, Nakai.

D. C. F. “Pomme.”
Gale, pt. I. “The Apple. Pyrus malus.”

pt II. ;1^ “A species of Pyrus.”

This Asiatic Apple in outward appearance does not

differ markedly from the Apple of Europe. It bears

flattened round fruits about one inch in diameter, which

are either wholly rosy-red or coloured only on one side;

and it was formerly the only Apple cultivated in Corea.

Now, however, it is being rapidly displaced by superior

varieties of the European Apple, most of which have been

introduced from America, and which are commonly dis-

tinguished by the name 1^:^.

63. The Corean Crab-Apple. Malus baccata, var. mand-

shurica, Schneid.

D. C. F. “Espece de poirier dontlespoires

sont grosses comme des pois et “lecorce sert a faire la

teinture jaune.”

Gale, pt. I. “A kind of wild pear a little larger

than a bean.”

This is the common wild Crab of tbe country, widely

spread and especially abundant alongside of mountain

torrents. Its reddish to scarlet fruit, hardly larger than
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a pea, is produced in great abundance and hangs on the

trees through the winter,

(Hills N. of Songdo)

64. The Chinese Quince. Chaenomeles sinensis, Koehne.

D. C. F. “Esp. de coing; gros fruit jaune

comme un coing. Cedrat.”

Gale, pt I. tKJEv
‘ ‘The quince. Pyrus cathayensis.

The papaya. Carica papaya ”

This Chinese tree, often called "Cydonia sinensis,^'

which has smooth grey bark, scaling off in patches and

leaving brown scars, is occasionally met with in Corean

gardens and temple grounds.

It has rose-coloured flowers, followed by huge yellow

fruits tinged with red, as hard as rock.

(Kanghwa
65. The Japonica Quince. Chaenomeles lagenaria, Koidz.

D. C. F. I (jggg|.
(The Corean name means “The

Gale / ’ young-lady flower.”)

This species, which is in habit always a shrub, with

a fruit similar to that of C. sinensis, is also found culti-

vated in Corean gardens for its brilliant coloured blos-

soms, a form with scarlet flowers being a great favourite.

Although, like the other species, it also is a native of

China, it is familiarly known as “Cydonia Japonica,’^ a

name which in common parlance is often abbreviated to

“Japonica.”

(Suwon

66. The Upright Bramble. Rubus crataegijolius, Bunge.

D. C. F, “Esp. de mure sauvage qui vient

dans les buissons epineux; framboise sauvage.”
* Gale, pt. I. “The raspberry, strawberry &c.

see

(Under “A kind of wild raspberry.

Ruhvs coreanus, see 7l ) .

”

This is the common Bramble of central and northern

Corea, and has simple coarsely-toothed leaves and black-

berry-like fruits, which ripen late in the season. In the

winter its upright red stems make it a conspicuous object
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67.

68 .

69.

by the wayside. To distiguigh this upright species from

the trailing Bramble, it is sometimes cabled 7l.

(Paikchun Qjll)

The Common Trailing Bramble. Rubus triphyllus,

Thunb.

D. C. F. “Espece de liane.
”

Gale, pt. I. “A kind of wild raspberry.”

In open country and waste places generally, this spe-

cies, with its trailing stems, pinnate leaves white on the

underside, and raspberry-like fruits of good flavour,

abounds round Seoul and to the South.

(Paikchun fiJII)

The Common Tree Cornell. Cornus controversa, Hemsl.

D. C. F. “Arbre a etages (nom d’un arbre

dont les branches entourent le tronc, d’ou elles

sortent a des distances egales).”

Gale, pt. I. “A tree that grows in the form

of successive storeys.”

This tree, with its smooth grey bark and its branches

issuing from the trunk in whorls one above the other

(from which peculiarity its Corean name is derived), is

common in moist places throughout central and northern

Corea. In late June and July it bears in great profusion

broad flat corymbs ol pure white flowers on reddish foot-

stalks. These are followed by a wealth of fruits (reddish

at first and, when mature, blue-black), each about the

size of a small peppercorn.

(IHM^ 50 li N. E. of Songdo).

The Cornell or Dogwood Tree. Two species:

() Cornus kousa, Buerger.

() Cornus coreana, Wang.
(False Paktal)

deest.
D. C. F.

Gale

The C. kousa is a small tree, seen at its best in the

woods round Kwang Neung It has flat spreading

branches and beautiful large quadripartite white flow-

ers, standing out against the foil of dark green leaves.
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The C. coreana is a rather rare tree, which grows at

Sakol in Kanghwa and also at Kwang-Neung, with re-

markable bark almost black in colour and deeply fissured

into a small quadrangular pattern. The leaves are op-

posite and the flowers and fruit much resemble those of

C. controversa, Hemsl.

In both C. kousa and C. coreana the wood is hard

and heavy, like that of true Paktal, Betula Scharidtii,

and is used, as that is, for the making of laundry mallets.

It is worth noting that, in the neighbourhood of Seoul at

any rate, there is a tendency to give the name Paktal to

any or all of the trees w'hich have wood of this charac-

ter and are used for this purpose.

70. The Maackia. Maackia amurensis, Rupr, & Maxim.
D. C. F. (which gives as synonym)

“Nom d’une esp d’arbre I’ecorce blan-

che et qui a I’interieur rouge.”

Gale, pt. I. (No Chinese characters given) “A vari-

ety of tree with white bark and red heart.”

Though abundant throughout Corea, larger speci-

mens of this tree are not commonly met with. Near

Paikchun Sjl), however, are trees 50 feet or more in

height, with a trunk 4 or 5 feet in girth. The Maackia is

particularly conspicuous in early summer, with its young

pale grey, almost white, leaves. The small white pea-like

flowers are borne in erect panicles and are followed by a

flat papery pod. It is remarkable and easily distin-

guished by the dark brown colour of the heart- w'ood.

(Hills N. of Songdo).

71. The Spindle Tree. Four species:

() Evonymus oxyphyllus, Miquel.

() Evonywvs sacitalinesis, Maxim.

(c) Evonymus paucifiorus, Maxim.

id) Evonymus Hamiltonianus, Maxim.

D. C. F. ‘‘Nom d’ une esp. d’arbre dont I’ec-

orce sert a border le talon des souliers et dont la

graine reduite en farine a la propriety de tuer les

poux.”
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Gale, deest.

(N. B, Care must be taken to distinguish this

from the Sophora japonica, JlSl-H--?-,

the name of which is often abbreviated in Seoul

and neighbourhood

(a) E. oxyphyllus and (b) E. sachalinevsis. These

two sparsely branched shrubs, or small trees, are com-

mon in woods and thickets, and in the autumn, with

their clusters of red fruits suspended on long slender

stalks, are most conspicous. The species are very closely

related, the principal difference being that, whereas in E
oxyphyllus the fruit is smooth and globose, in E. sacha-

linensis it is obscurely four-angled and slightly winged.

The white inner bark of one or both species is used in

the manufacture of Corean string-shoes.

(c) E. paucijlorvs is also comm.on in woods and

thickets, especially on Keum Kang San. It, too, is a

slender sparsely-branched, shrub seldom more than 6 feet

high, with angular fruits, usually solitary, suspended on

thread-like stalks.

E. Oxyphyllus from Kwang Neung E sacha-

liuensis and E. paucidorus from Keum Kang San.

(d) E. Hamiltonianus, which is sometimes distin-

guished as or is somewhat rare in

Corea, but a remarkably fine species, some 30 feet high

and fully 4 feet in girth, is to be found in Kanehwa City

(adjoining a lotus-pond and old tiled house at the foot of

Nam San), where its owner called it 7^ Near
Chang An Sa on Keum Kang San, growing in

thickets at the side of the torrent, this species is not un-

common as a bush 5 or 6 feet high; and in the autumn its

masses of quadripartite pink fruit are most attractive.

72. The Winged (or Corky) Spindle Tree. Evonymus alatus,

Thunb.

D. C.

Gale
deest.

N.B. According to Bretschneider Botanicon Sinicum,

III. 343, this plant is known both in China and Japan as
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for which is said to be a synonym in China.

Gale, pt. I. gives these last characters as equivalent to

but this seems to be a mistake, as that is the

Bird-cherry or Prunus Padus.

This is a small shrub, abundant on the hill-sides and
elsewhere, and conspicuous in the autumn by the intense

crimson tint of its leaves, and by its small fruit which
opens and displays one or two scarlet seeds. The typical

form is easily recognized by the prominent corky wings

of the stem; but a variety, known as E. alatus, var. stri-

ata, Mak., in which the stems are not winged, is also

fairly common.

A specimen gathered from the roadside at on

the way to was called by the local residents

but elsewhere the name is almost uni-

versally applied.

73. The Service Tree. Sorbus alnifolia, K. Koch.

D. C. F. “Et moi aussi je suis un chataignier. Nom
d’un arbre qui ressemble au chataignier. Alisier.

’

’

Gale deest.

This is one of the commonest of Corean trees, and

occasionally (as at Paikchun fijil) specimens 50 to 60

feet tall are met with. The leaves, though variable in

size, are rather broadly ovate and more or less coarsely

toothed. With its flat corymbs of fragrant pure white

flowers, which are followed by masses of small reddish

fruit, it is, very conspicuous both in early summer and

autumn. It has smooth steel-grey bark and very hard

wood like the hornbeams, with which the Coreans often

confuse it. And in the neighbourhood of Seoul both trees

are often loosely spoken of as Paktal Namou (a name
which really belongs to Betula Schmidtii)

,

being used, as

that tree is, for the manufacture of laundry mallets. In a

garden near the in Seoul, where there is a small

thicket of these trees, the owner called them or the

“cloud tree.” The tree has no connection with, or spe-

cial likeness to, the Chestnut, in spite of its quaint name.
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74. The Rowan or Mountain Ash. Sorbus discolor. Maxim.

D. C. F. “Esp. d’arbre.”

Gale, pt.I. “A kind of tree from which walk-

ing sticks are made, said to ward off evil spirits.”

A small tree which produces hroad flat heads of

scarlet fruit in September and October and is not uncom-
mon on moist cliffs throughout Keum Kang San and else-

where.

In N. W. Corea another species, Sorbus pohwas-

hanensis, Hedl., with smaller leaves and fruit, is plenti-

ful.

75. The Hornbeam. Three species:

(a) Carpivus laxifiora, Bl.

Carpinus cordata, Bl.

Carpinus Paxii, H. Winkl.

deest.

(b)

(c)

D. C. F.

Gale

(a) C. laxidora, as a small tree, is common in rocky

places and notably so in the Keum Kang San range,

It bears long green pendent fruits, composed of scales

which are much less closely packed than is the case

with the fruit of C. cordata. In the autumm its or-

ange to crimson tints, relieved by its pendent gold-

coloured fruits, make it singularly attractive.

(Hills N. of Songdo).

(b) C cordata, or Hop-hornbeam, which does not ap-

pear to be distinguished by Coreans from C. laxifiora,

though in the autumn it assumes much less brilliant

tints, is remarkable for its fruit, which bears a strong

resemblance to that of the Hop.

(Hills N. of Songdo)

(c) C. Paxii is a species of Hornbeam, with small leaves

and fruit, which appears to be confined to Kanghwa
island, where it is always a small tree or bush

of compact habit. It is a special feature of the great

sea-dyke at Sakol in South Kang-wha, where the

local residents designate it as the or

‘‘Iron-chain Tree.”
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N. B. There appears to be a great deal of doubt and confusion
as to the proper Corean name for the Hornbeam, which
is one of the many hard-wood trees to which Coreans
vaguely apply the name of as they use its wood
for the same purposes as the true Paktal {Betula Schmid-
tii) where this cannot be obtained. A specimen of

C. laxijlora, plucked near Kwang Neung, was called by
the local residents or and elsewhere it

disputes with Sorbus alnifolia the right to the quaint
name But certainly in Songdo and neigh-

bourhood it is known as or “Iron Keyaki, ” with a

reference presumablj’' to its hard wood and its superficial

resemblance, when in leaf, to the Keyaki or Zelkowa.
76. The Maple. Four species;

(a) Acer pseudo-sieholdianum, Kom.
(b) Acer pictum, Thunb.
(c) Acer Tschonoskii, var. ruhripes, Kom.
(d) .<4cer teomentosum, Maxim.

D. C. F. “Erable (arbuste).” “Erable rouge

(par allusion a la couleur ses feuilles en aut-

omne. Feuilles dessechees, rougies, jaunies

a I’automne).”

Gale, pt. I. “The maple. Autumn leaves.”

Maples, of which there are several species, are among
the commonest trees in the thickets and forests of Co-

rea, and by the people are known under the general name
of Tan p’oung Namou or “autumn-tint trees.” The most
common species is A. pseudo sieboldianum, which is

always a small tree bushy in habit, with palmate, seven

to eleven-lobed leaves. In the fall of the year this tree

assumes wonderful tints, from orange through salmon to

crimson, and in places like Keum Kang San it is mainly

responsible for the large part played by these colours in

the autumn landscape. In this it is assisted by the more
slender A. Tschonoskii, var. rubripes. A much larger

tree is A. pictum, whose autumn tints are mostly yellow-

brown. Its leaves are palmate and five-lobed, and, when
plucked at any season earlier than autumn, emit a milk-



ARBORETUM COREENSE 63

like juice. This is the only species of true Maple in

Corea whose wood has an economic value.

Another species, having a smooth green bark striped

with white, and large leaves which turn to yellow and

yellow-brown in autumn, is A. tegmentosum. This

“Stripe-bark Maple” is not uncommon is the Keum Kang
San region and further north.

(Hills N. of Songdo and Keum Kang San.)

For the Dye Maple, Acer ginnala, Maxim. See 77.

77. The Dye Maple. Acer ginnala, Maxim.

D. C. F. til “Espece d’arbre dont les fenilles devien-

nent rouges a Tautomne: il sert a faire la teinture

noire; p. e. Terable.”

Gale pt. 1. “The maple.”

As a small bushy tree this Maple is everywhere, and

more especially by the side of streams and, in swampy
places, is abundant in Corea. It is easily distinguished

from other Corean Maples by its coarsely toothed three-

lobed leaves, which in shape suggest a trident. These

leaves are collected in summer, dried, packed in bales and

exported in large quantities to China, where they are

used for the manufacture of brown, black and blue dyes.

The tree appears to be known in some quarters as

Gale, pt. I. describes ^15^*1 as “The plane tree.”

The plane tree, however, is not a native of Corea.

(Hills N. of Songdo)

78. The Box Elder. Two species:

(a) Acer triHorum, Kom.
(b) Acer mandshuricum, Maxim.

D. C. F. i (Probably the generic term

Gale 3
"

is commonly used for these as

for other Maples.)

(a) A trijlorum, is one of the most beautiful of Corean

trees, and may be readily distinguished from the

other Maples by its loose papery bark of a reddish-

grey hue. Its three-foliate leaves change in autumn

to brilliant hues, orange to crimson.
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(b) A. mandshuricum also grows on Keum Kang San

and elsewhere in north Corea. Though similar

in general appearance and in the brilliance of its

autumn tints to the foregoing, it may be distinguish-

ed by its bark, which is pure grey and slightly

fissured.

(Hills N. of Songdo.

)

79. The Hackberry or Nettle Tree Four species:

(a) Celtis Bungeana, Bl.

(b) Celtis sinensis, Pers.

(c) Celtis koreana, Nakai.

(d) Celtis jezoensis, Koidz.

D. C. F. “Non d’une esp. de grand arbre.
”

Gale. pt. 1. “A kind of tree.”

(a) C. Bungeana, is a comparatively small tree, fairly

common, with stalked black globose fruits, about

the size of a peppercorn.

(b) C. sinensis may be distinguished from the fore-

going by its hairy leaves, by the rusty-red pubescence

covering its branchlets, and by its orange-coloured

fruits, which are also globose in shape.

Under favourable circumstances, especially in the

south, it grows to a greater size than any other

Hackberry indigenous to Corea.

(c) C. koreana is a tree of medium size, not uncom-

mon by the wayside in central Corea, with smooth

branchlets, very coarsely toothed and often rudely

truncated leaves, and relatively large ovoid orange-

coloured fruits, hanging singly from the leaf axils.

(d) C. jezoensis is very similar to C. koreana in general

appearance but may be distinguished therefrom by

its black ovoid fruits.

80. The Common Corean Poplar. Populus Simonii, Car.

D. C. F. deest.

Gale pt. 1. Sll “The white poplar. Populus alba.

The aspen. Populus tremula.”

The Poplar, which in the neighbourhood of Seoul and

other centres of population is now almost lost sight of in
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the multitude of imported Lombardy Poplars (P. nigra,

var. italica, Duroi), is nevertheless widely distributed

throughout Corea from the mouth of the Yalu south-

wards. At its best it is a handsome tree, fully 80 feet tall,

with trunk 10 or 12 feet in girth, nearly smooth pale

grey-green bark and broad wide spreading crown. The

wood is dark-coloured and of little value. The same

characters appear to be be used for both Poplar and

Aspen in Corea, though the latter (see No. 29) has the

distinctive vernacular names of ^}-<l or

7i\ 81. The Osier Willow. Two species:

(a) Salix gracilistyla, Miquel.

(b) Salix purpurea, L.

D. C. F. Ambo desunt.

Gale, pt. I. “Brook willows.”

# deest.

These are the common Osier Willows of Corea, the

stems of which are freely used for basket work. They
are very abundant in the beds and on the banks of tor-

rents, and vary in height from a few inches to five or six

feet. S. gracilistyla has long grey-green hairy leaves,

and S. purpurea, which is more common in the north, is

distinguished from the other species by having opposite

leaves. For the common Willow, see S. koreensis.

(No. 28.)

82. The Cork Tree. Phellodendron amurense, Rupr. &
Maxim.

D. C. F. “(Jaune, tronc, ecorce). Esp. d’ar-

bre a liege; son ecorce, liege. V. Koul-phi:

Hoang-paik.”

Gale, pt. I. ‘The yellow bark of the Phello-

dendron Amurense.'' Under Gale, pt 1. re-

peats the above description, but the D.C.F. has
‘ ‘Nom d’une esp, de remede. Seconde

ecorce du Hoang kyeng-pi-namou;

elle sert en medecine et en teinture (pour la

couleur jaune).” Under Gale, pt. I. has
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simply “The cork tree,” but D.C.F. has “Li%e,

chene-liege. V. Syn Hoang-Kyeng-hpi.”

Easily recognized by its thick corky bark, the inner

layers of which are yellow, this tree is common in moist

places throughout the peninsula, though large specimens

are not often met with. As usually seen, it is a tree

about 20 to 30 feet tall, with trunk 3 to 4 feet in girth,

with rather wide-spreading branches.

(Hills N. of Songdo.)

83. The Small-Leaved Lime or Linden. Tilia amurensis

Kom.
D. C. F. “Tilleul (arbre).”

Gale. pt. 1. “A tree, the bark of which is used for

strings, etc.”

Large specimens of this tree, often 70 to 80 feet tal

and with trunk 6 to 8 feet in girth, are abundant in the

woods of north Corea, as for instance in Keum Kang San.

The leaves are small and quite smooth, the clusters of

fragrant flowers upright or nearly so, and the fruit small

and insignificant. The bark is smooth and pale grey in

colour, its inner fibres being much used by Coreans in

the manufacture of sandals, etc.

(Hills N. of Songdo)

For Tilia mandshurica See No. 18.

84. The Albizzia. Alhizzia julibrissin, Boir.

D. C. F. “Mimosa (esp. d’arbuste). Nom d’une

sorte d’arbuste dont les feuilles se ferment cha-

que soir au coucher de soleilet s’ouvrent le matin

a son lever”.

Gale pt I. “The sensitive plant Afmoso pMdfca”.

This Mimosa-like tree is quite common round Seoul

and to the south, but it never grows to any size. Its ,

strikingly delicate, clear-green and much divided leaf is

sensitive to light and folds at evening-time. In late

summer it bears in great profusion pinkish tassel-like

flowers, followed by pale-grey papery seed-pods, which

persist through the winter.

(Paikchun fijil)
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85 .

86 .

The Catalpa. Catalpa ovata, G. Don.

D- C. F.l

Gale I

N. B. Although the name does not appear in

either of the above Dictionaries, it is give in the Corean

Dictionary as the vernacular equivalent of the

characters M, M and There is some doubt about

the last character, andM is certainly used in Corea not for

the Catalpa but for the Juglavs mandshurica. (See No.

52), a fact which has led to much confusion in the Dic-

tionaries, as in China it as certainly is used for Catalpa.

The Catalpa is a Chinese tree, more familiarly

known as C. Kaempferi, S. & Z., which is occasionally

met with in gardens and temple grounds in Corea,

though good specimens are rare. It has large smooth

leaves closely resembling those of Pavlownia tomentosa

(with which Coreans commonly confuse it), and erect

trusses of small tubular whitish flowers, spotted in the in-

terior. These are quickly followed by cylindrical stick-

like pendent pods, about a foot long, fllled with white

seeds to which Coreans ascribe a medicinal virtue. The

vernacular name is apparently derived from the re-

semblance of these long narrow pods to strings ic.

(Suwon 7jCl^, Paikchun fijil)

The Chinese Silkworm Tree. Cudrania tricuspidata,

Bureau.

D. C. F. 1 But Gale pt. II. has

Gale I “the Cudrania triloba”.

Outside the town of Paikchun S/II are some exceed-

ingly handsome specimens of this interesting tree,

which is not in reality a Mulberry at all, though vulgarly

reckoned so both in Corea and China, by reason of

its being used for feeding silk-worms. It was probably

introduced into Corea from China long ago for sericul-

tural purposes, though the inhabitants of Paikchun now
regard it as possessing little value in this connection,

Chinese opinion to the contrary notwithstanding. The
trees at Paikchun are 50 to 60 feet high and have light
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grey scaly bark, thorny branches, curious trilobed dark-

green leaves, and a flattened round scarlet edible fruit,

as large as, and somewhat similar in appearance to, the

Strawberry, sweet to the palate, but containing numer-
ous relatively large white seeds.

87. The Bitter Tree. Picrasma quassioides, Beun.

D. C. F. “Nom d’un arbre au gout tres-amer,

dont Tecorce interieure est blanche (lecorce sert

a border le talon des soulieurs)”.

Gale. pt. I. “The bitter tree”.

This is a small tree, with pinnately divided leaves

and lenticellate shoots, the bark of which is intensely

bitter to the taste and is used by Coreans both for medi-

cal purposes and also in the manufacture of shoes. It is

chiefly found in central Corea, though not very common
there. Dr. Henry in his Chinese Names of Plants, pub-

lished in the Journal of the North China branch of the

Royal Asiatic Society for 1887 (N.S. Vol. XXII) says that

in parts of China the characters are sometimes

used to designate P. qaassoiides. But in Corea they ap-

pear to be used to designate a quite different plant,

which is also used for medical purposes but has nothing

else in common with P. quassioides except its bitter taste.

(Paikchun Sjlj)

88. Arbor Vitae. Two species:

(a) Chinese. Thuja orientalis, L.

(b) Corean. Thuja koreana, Wils.

D. C. F. “Nom d’une espece d’arbre”.

Gale pt. I “The Juniperus chinenisP

(a) The Chinese Arbor Vitae is found in gardens and

temple grounds, notably those of the Confucian tem-

ples in Seoul and elsewhere. A very fine roadside

specimen may be seen in the village of near the

railway station of that name. On some of the

mountain slopes in the province of North Chung-

Chong-Do it has become naturalized, having pre-

sumably escaped from the grounds of some old Bud-

dhist temple in the neighourhood.
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This plant may be distinguished from the Chinese

Juniper {Juniperus chinensis, L.) with which it is

often confused, by its flat spray-like branchlets and

by its dry spherical capsular fruit, which contains

several wingless seeds.

Cb) The Corean Arbor Vitae is an interesting plant,

which, as scrub or as a small tree, grows abundantly

on many of the higher peaks and slopes of Keum
Kang San, being met with in especial abundance in

the ascent from to . It is also common
on other high mountains in northern Corea, and may
be easily distinguished from its Chinese covf) ere by

its oblong fruit wdth winged seeds.

89. The White or Lace-Bark Pine. Pinvs Bungearia, Zucc.

D. C. F. deest.

Gale. pt. I. “A species of pine, the leaves of

which are covered with white powder”.

In the city of Seoul there are one or two fine old

specimens of this remarkable Chinese Pine. Its scaly

white bark (not leaves), suggesting that the trunk and

branches have been whitewashed, makes it conspicuous

from afar.

Though known to Chinese and Japanese as the

“White Pine”, it is usually referred to in Eurpean liter-

ature as the “Lace-bark Pine”. One very large and an-

cient specimen is to be found in the compound of the Ori-

ental Development Company, just outside the West Gate

of the North Palace in Seoul. Another,

rather smaller, is in the grounds of the dilapidated old

“palace” or on the high road leading to the StHIM
in the north-west quarter of the city.

90. The Crepe Myrtle. Lagerstromia indica, L.

D. C. F. WSfi “Nom d’une fleur”.

Gale pt.I. W 0 II "Gomphrona globosa, Lagorsirtcmia

indica.”

In the neighbourhood of Fusan, and possibly else-

where in the extreme south of Corea, this striking tree,

with its smooth polished pale-brown bark, relatively
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7H 91.

92.

slender branches and masses of rose-red flowers, blos-
soming abundantly in August, is occasionally met with.

The reference in the French Dictionary is probably
to the Zinnia, a brilliantly flowering herbaceous plant,
much cultivated in gardens in central Corea, which is

commonly called by this name.
The Golden Bell. Forsythia viridissima, Lindl.

D. C. F. 7)] '4 ^ “Esp de petite arbuste a fleurs. Tu-
bereuse (fl.) Hemerocalle (?)”.

dl ‘’1 S]- “Fleur du 7i] s4 5] or ^1

«d P] “Esp. d’arbre a fleurs jaunes”
Gale pt. I. 7)] >4^ “The golden banded lily. Lilium

Auratum. The yellow jasmine (?)”.

4l*l “The Magnolia conspicua”

.

“A tree with yellow flowers”.

This well-known shrub, with its arching branches

sweeping to the ground and its w’ealth of clear yellow

flowers, is one of the most striking objects of the country-

side in spring time, when it combines with the Azaleas,

and the Peach, Apricot, Cherry and Plum blossoms to

produce a wealth of delicate colouring. The botanical

names given in the above quotations from the Dictiona-

ries appear to be quite erroneous.

The Common Azalea. Two species:

(a) Rhododeyidron mucronulatum, Turez.

(b) Rhododendron poukhanense, Level.

D. C. F. “Rhododendron, arbuste a fleurs roses.

V.

Gale. pt. I. “The azalea, the rhododendron in-

dicum.” See ^ Under -f-^^ the same des-

cription is given.

(a) R. mucronulatum is a common shrub, growing from

2 to 5 feet tall, with deciduous gland-dotted fragrant

leaves and clusters of pretty rose-pink blossoms

which appear before the leaves. On the mountain-

sides and in dry w'oods it is a very common plant

round Seoul and elsewhere.

(b) R. poukhanese, though abundant to the immediate
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south of Seoul, does not appear to be specially com-

mon on the Pouk Han mountain range, immediately

to the north of the city, from which it takes its name.

It is a low-growing compact shrub with narrow oblong

leaves and delightfully fragrant rosy-mauve flowers.

N. B. The mentioned in the above extract from

D. C. F. is a different plant, viz R. Schlippenbachii,

Maxim, for which See No. 93.

93. The Large Pink Azalea. Rhododendron Schlippenha-

chii, Maxim.

D. C. F. “Non d’un arbre qui a de belles fleurs

rouges. Esp de beau rhododendron”.

Gale. pt. I. “The azalea”.

This, the most beautiful of all Corean Azaleas, is

abundant nearly all over Corea, and in places like Keum
Kang San forms the principal undergrowth in their

woods. In the South of Corea it is a large bush, often 15

feet high and as much in diameter, but in the north its

dimensions are less. Its pure pink flowers are produced

in terminal clusters before the leaves and are larger than

those of any other Corean Azalea. The leaves are broad-

ly obovoid in shape and are clustered at the ends of the

shoots.

94. The Corean Rhododendron. Rhododendron bracycar-

pum. G. Don.

D. C. D. “Nom d’une esp. d’arbre”.

“Herbe peur dix mille maladies

Panacee universelle, berbe qui guerit toutes les

maladies”.

Gale. pt. I. “Boxwood”.

Though by no means common elsewhere, this true

Rhododendron, with its handsome dark-green leaves,

grey on the underside, is not unfrequently met with in

the moist shady woods of Keum Kang San. It is an

ever-green shrub, growing from 5 to 1 2 feet in height,

and has large trusses of white or pale-pink flowers,

which are very conspicuous in early July.

As the plant is not very common or widely dispers-
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ed, considerable difficulty has been experienced in dis-

covering its true vernacular name. Both the above

names were given to it in Keum Kang San but both are

probably applied to other plants also.

95. The Corean Magnolia. Magnolia partifiora. S. & Z.

D. C. F. deest

Gaie, pt. I. “The ileus pumila.”

N.B. Gale. pt. I. gives as the equivalent

of Magnolia ohovarta: and this, judging from Bretschnei-

der, Botanicon Sinicitm, ii. 551 and iii S05. seems to

be the correct designation. But it is there stated that

both in China and Japan the Magnolia is commonly called

(i. e. Tree-lotus-flower, pronounced in Corean

although that name is also used in both countries

to designate the totally different plant. Ficus pumila.

Yet further confusion arises from the supposed resem-

blance of the Magnolia flower to that of the Peony.

This supposed resemblance accounts for the second of

the two Corean names for Magnolia, being

the Corean vernacular name for the Peony, which (to

add to the confusion) is also called this being not

improbably a corruption of the Chinese name for the

Tree Peony Moutan or (according to Corean pro-

nunciation) Moktan.

This is the Corean Magnolia and is abundant on the

mountains of central and northern Corea, especially on

cliffs and rocks by the side of streams. It is a loosely

branched shrub or small tree, often twenty or more feet

tall, with large ovate leaves and fragrant snow-white

bowl-shaped flowers, followed by a short rose-coloured

pod-like fruit, which opens and displays the seeds with

their intense orange-scarlet covering. It blossoms early

in July and is then the most strikingly beautiful plant in

the woods and forests, the air being laden in the cool of

the morning and evening with the perfume of its flowers.

[Keum Kang San and Hills N. of Songdo].
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Note: In Quelpart and on the mainland as far north as

Chi-ri san the Japanese Magnolia, M. kobus, D. C., also

grows wild.

96. The Kose of Sharon. Hibiscus syriacus, L.

D. C. F. deest.

Gale. pt. I. “A tree that blossoms and

fades in a day”.

This much-branched shrub, with its 'varicoloured

mallow-like flowers, is commonly cultivated in gardens

throughout Corea, and is occasionally found naturalized

by the wayside.

In the Corean Dictionary and in Gale pt. 2,

the character is said to stand for the (as is

also the character ^ or ^ &). As the first of these

characters appears in most Corean dictionaries written in

conjunction with and the name of the tree is usu-

ally so written in China Tjc®, it is possible that the

name is really a corruption of and should

be so written instead of with the rather misleading char-

acters See Bretschneider, Botainicon Sinicum

II. 6 and 542.

97. The Wild Rambler Rose. Three species:

(a) Rosa multiflora, Thunb.

(b) Rosa Jackii, Rehd.

(c) Rosa acicularis,

D. C. F. “Nom d’un arbre”.

Gale pt. I. “The calthrop. Tribulus terrestris,

used as a medicine”.

(a) R. multidora, with its arching stems’and erect trus-

ses of pure white sweet-smelling flowers, is every-

where abundant in central and southern Corea.

(b) R. jackii, which is also common near Seoul, is a

more trailing plant, with larger flowers and shining

green leaves.

(c) R. acicularis, which has rather solitary rose-pink

flowers, followed by large oblong orange-red hips, is

not uncommon in the mountains of north Corea,

where it appears sometimes to be distinguished, as in
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Keum Kang San, by the name This latter is

described in the Dictionaries as follows

D. C. F. “Eep. d’arbre qui s’eteve tres-droit

et qui sert en medecine”.

Gale. pt. I, EDlf/fc “A small straight tree from which

medicine is made.”

98. Rugosa Rose. Rosa rugosa, Thunb. •

D. C. F. “(Mer, eglantier, fieur.) Rose.

Fleur d’eglantier.
”

Gale. pt. I. ‘‘The wild rose. Pyrus specta-

bilis.^'

This well-known Rose, with its intensely thorny

stems and relatively large dull-red flowers, is abundant
on the sand-dunes near the sea-shore in the vicinity

of Gensan, and is quite commonly cultivated as a garden
plant throughout central Corea.

From the fact that is bears a large red flattened

round fruit, it is known to the Japanese as the ‘‘Sea To-

mato.”

(Kanghwa

99. The Double Yellow Rose. Posa xanthinoides, Nakai.

D. C. F. “Esp. de fleur”.

Gale. pt. I. “The cinnamon rose”.

pt. II. under ^ “A red rose. A species

of water polygonum”.

This Rose, which is unknown in a wild state, is a

feature of gardens in and around Seoul. It forms a dense

bush, growing 6 or 7 feet tall, with wide spreading

branches, small neat leaves, and large upright rich yellow

double flowers, which in late June completely hide the

foliage.

100 . The Gueldres Rose. Three species :

(a) Viburnum Sargentii, Kochne.

(b) Viburnum erosum, Thunb.

(c) Viburnum Carlesii, Homgs.

D. C. F.
I

Gale. 5
deest.
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vf (a) The resemblance of the globular heads of white

^ flowers, borne on V. Sargentii, to the shaven

surface of Buddha’s skull leads to its being some-

times called in Corea, as it is sometimes call-

ed “Snowball” in England. In Kanghwa, where it is

common, it appears to be also known as while

the inexplicable and rather coarse name of

appears also to be widely used, being found in

places as far apart as Keum Kang San and Paikchun

ejn. In the autumn the bunches of scarlet fruit on

this common shrub are strikingly handsome.

(b) V. erosum is another red-fruited, but much less orna-

mental, species, which is common on the margin

of woods and thickets, e. g. in Keum Kang San.

(c) Near Sakol on Kanghwa island, to which it seems to

be peculiar, grows the lovely V. Carlesii, Hems,
which has recently attracted much attention in Eu-

rope and America. It is a littoral plant growing

from 5 to 8 feet tall, compact in appearance, with

medium-size corymbs of delightfully fragrant, pure

white flowers, pinkish in the bud. This species

commemorates Mr. W. R. Carles, sometime British

Consul in Corea and China, and author of the book

“Life in Corea.”
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PART III.

BEING A THIRD LIST OF FIFTY OF THE BEST-KNOWN TREES

(a) Styrax obassia. S. & Z. is a small tree with large

handsome ovate leaves, silvery on the underside, and

lovely snow-white bell-shaped flowers in pendent

masses, which are followed by a nut-like fruit, en-

closed in a thin grey shell. This attractive tree,

which is common and widely-dispersed throughout

Corea, is in no way related to the true ,
Benzoin

obtusilobum, 0. Kuntze (see No. 37) though from its

vernacular name it would appear to be recognized by

Coreans as a bastard variety of the same. Monstrous

growths (galls) are not uncommonly produced on

this tree, but they have no economic value. In the

neighbourhood of Paikchun fi/II, and possibly else-

where, this tree is also called

(b) Styrax japonica, S. & Z., which may be distinguish-

ed as “the lesser silver-bell,” is a low-growing tree

with flat wide-spreading branches and small green

leaves, which in the late spring are almost completely

hidden by the wealth of pendent blossoms. Though
far less common than S. obassia, numerous specimens

have been found (e. g. ) in the moist swampy woods,

surrounding the old royal mausoleum of ^1^ near

Songdo and the Temple of in Kanghwa
Km.

AND SHRUBS FOUND IN COREA.

The Silver-Bell. Two species.

(a) Styrax obassia, S. & Z.

(b) Styrax japonica, S. & Z.

I
deest.
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102. The Tree Lilac. Two species.

(a) Syringa amurensis, Rupr.

(b) Syringa dilatata, Nakai.

D. C. F. “Fleur du giroflier, girofle. Fleur

de lilas, lilas.”

Gale, pt. I. “The lilac. See

Under Qale, pt. I. gives “The lilac.

See But he also states that and

are “Cloves,” which he further defines

as “the dried flower buds of the Eugenia caryo-

phyllata.”

In Keum Kang San the Lilac is apparently known as

(?).

(a) S. amurensis, Rupr. is a small tree with large term-

inal clusters of pure white privet-like flowers, abund-

ant on the mountains throughout Corea, especially

in Keum Kang San and the north.

(b) S. dilatata, Nakai, is a true lilac, much cultivated in

foreign gardens in Seoul, and growing wild in the

Paloeozoic formation, which extends from West of

Gensan across the peninsula, almost to the Yellow

Sea, crossing the railway line near Shimbaku Station.

It is a tall shrub with roundish leathery leaves and

erect loose clusters of pale lilac-coloured fragrant

flowers.

103. The Plum-Leaf Spiraea. Spiroea prunifolia, var.

typica, Schneid.

The name would seem to be rather widely

and vaguely given to a good many different plants, whose
flowers or fruits suggest a likeness to Millet-seed 3S.'?]'.

In stony and barren places, and by the way-side,

throughout southern and central Corea, S. prunifolia, var.

typica, Schneid, is one of the most common of shrubs,

and in the spring-time, when its erect twiggy stems are

densely covered with small white flowers, forces itself on

D. C. F.

Gale. I
deest.
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the attention in every direction. It seldom exceeds a

yard in stature, and its small leaves suggest those of the

common wild plum.

Among other species of Spiroea which grow wild in

Corea are S. chamoedrifolia, L.
, a common shrub on the

rocks and cliffs of Keum Kang San, and S. saLicifolia, L.,

which is one of the most striking plants of the moor
lands, swamps and river banks of central and northern

Corea. It is more like the Sorbaria, but has simple wil-

low-like leaves and dense and rather narrow panicles of

pink flowers, while its erect stems grow from four to six

feet tall.

104. The Sorbaria. Sorbaria stellipila, Schneid.

D. C. F.

Gale. I

deest.

This spiroea-like shrub, with its divided leaves and

erect much-branched plume of pure white flowers, is very

abundant, and in the late summer most conspicuous,

throughout Corea, more especially in moist places in the

central and northern parts of the country.

105. The Pink Indigofera. Indigofera Kirilowii, Rupr.

D. C. F.

Gale. }
deest.

Throughout central Corea—and notably in the neigh-

bourhood of Seoul— this is one of the most conspicuous of

early summer flowering shrubs. It is a low-growing

twiggy plant, with small pinnate leaves and erect race-

mes of lovely rose-coloured pea-like flowers.

It is said by Coreans to be used for making an eye-

salve, whence its first name. The word ^ 'i\ in the sec-

ond name signifies an actor, mummer, or tight-rope

dancer.

106. The Alangium. Alangium platanifolium^ Harms.

D. C. F. deest.

Gale, pt. I. “The green Sterculia

platanifolia.'’
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In moist shady woods this shrub, with it handsome
plane-like leaves, is occasionally met with in many parts

of Corea, though it is apparently in no way common.
The first name appears to be derived from the fact that

the plant is a favourite with the insect known to Coreans

as which is described in D. C. F. as

“Esp. d’insecte, de chenille, qui a neuf articulations”

and in Gale, pt. I. as “A kind of caterpillar from which

medicine is made.”

[Specimens from the grounds of the old royal tomb

of near Songdo, WiWt where the first mentioned

name was given to the plant by the warden of the woods,

and from temple of about ten miles N. E. of the

same city.]

N. B. —The name is vaguely given to the Paul-

ownia and Catalpa as well as the Alavgium. The Stercu-

lia, known by this name in China, does not seem to be

known in Corea.

107. The Hovenia. Hovenia dulcis, Thunb.

D. C. F.

Gale. j
deest.

This interesting tree, which in autumn may easily

be distinguished by the curiously thickened and contort-

ed foot stalks of the fruits, is found scattered over Corea,

though nowhere common. It grows on Keum Kang San

and in the temple grounds of in Kanghwa
whence our specimen came and where the vernacular

name was supplied by the Abbot of the Monastery.

108. The Judas Tree. Cercis chinensis, Bge.

deest.
D. C. F.

Gale.

This small tree, with its clusters of rose-red pea-shap-

ed fiowers produced from the old stems before the leaves

unfold, is occasionally met with in gardens and temple-

grounds in Corea.

[Specimen from the temple courtyard of near

the royal mausoleum
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109. The Tree Peony. Peonia suffruticosa, Andrewes.

D. C. F. “Fleur du Moktan, Pivoine.”

Gale; pt. I. “The tree peony, Poeonia mok-
tan.”

As in China and Japan, the ''Moktan” or Peony is

one of the most prized of garden plants in Corea. But

owing to the great severity of the climate, the plants

need careful protection in winter. There is a famous

Peony-show in the palace-grounds of the Ex-Emperor

at the East Palace in Seoul every May.

110. The Gardenia. Gardenia Jiorida, L.

D, C. F. “Nom du fruit d’une plante grimpante,

qui donne la couleur jaune et s’emploie on med-

ecine. Esp. de bale qui donne une belle couleur

Jaune.”

Gale, pt. I. “ Gardenia rubraP

pt. II. ^ ''Gardenia dorida.”

The Gardenia is occasionally cultivated as a garden

plant in Corea, but is chiefly valued for its orange-yellow

fruits, strings of which are commonly seen hanging in

drug and fruit shops, and which are used for making a

yellow paint dye.

111. The Pomegranate. Punica granatum, L.

D. C. F. “Grenade (fruit).”

Gale, pt. I. “The pomegranate, Punica grana-

tum.

This small tree, the name of which is familiar to us

from constant mention in the Bible, in Corea hardly ever

exceeds the dimensions of a shrub, but is not uncommon-

ly cultivated in gardens in the warmer parts of the penin-

sula, for the sake of its ornamental flowers and fruits.

It has doubtless been introduced from China where it is

a great favourite.



82 ARBORETUM COREENSE

112. Hercules’ Club. Aralia chinensis, L.

D. C. F. “Esp. de plante comestible. Esp.

d’arbre dont on mange les bourgeons au prin-

temps.”

Gale, pt. I. “A variety of edible plant.”

A slender tree with thorny trunk and branches,

much-divided leaves and huge terminal much-branched

masses of pure white flowers, which open in August and

are speedily followed by small black fruits. It favours

moist places and is widely dispersed throughout Corea.

[The owner of the garden near Paikchun fijil,

whence my specimen came, gave its Chinese equivalent

as

113. The Shrubby Sophora. Sophora flavescens, Aitem.

D.C.F. (Kosam) ‘‘Nom d’un remede. Esp. de

racine tres, amere,” ‘‘Esp. d’herbe medi-

cinale au gout tres amer. ’ ’

Gale, pt. I. (Kosam) ''Sophora flavescens—
used as medicine. See ‘‘A medicinal

drug

—

Sophora flavescens, See

This suffruticose plant, with its erect, almost her-

baceous, stems, and upright racemes of creamy-white

flowers and dry sitck-like seed-pods, is common on the

way side and in dry woods in Corea.

[Specimen from garden near Paikchun fill!, where
the plant was given the fantastic name of *1,

or ‘‘thieves’ walking stick.”]

114. The Tamarisk. Tamarix juniperina. Bge.

D. C. F. ‘‘Nom d’une esp. d’arbre, au bois

noir, propre aux ouvrages d’ebenisterie, preb.

le palissandre.
”

Gale, pt. I. “A kind of rosewood.” (sic !)

[It seems quite unlikely that these descriptions can
refer to the plants described below, which were certainly

T. juniperina, Bge. and as certainly were called by
the residents in the locality.]
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In two villages in Kanghwa iC^- island (one outside

the north gate of the city and one near Sakol in the ex-

treme south of the island) grew several small specimens

of this Tamarisk, which, with its long whip-like branches,

its grey green feathery leaves and masses of pink blos-

som, is singularly attractive. Its position in the village of

Sakol, where it stands close to some fine Chinese Arbor

Vitae trees by the side of the lotus pond, in front of the

decayed ancestral residence of a distinguished Corean

family, points to its having been introduced from China.

115. The Hydrangia. Hydravgia opuloides, K. Kock.

D. C. F. deest.

Gale, pt. I. “A variety of China aster.” (sic !)

This familiar garden shrub, better known as H. hor-

tensis, S. Z., with its large globular heads of pink or

mauve flowers, is not unfrequently found cultivated in

Corean gardens. The vernacular name, literally trans-

lated, means ‘‘water chrysanthemum.”

116. The Bush Honey Suckle. Lonicera Maackii, Maxim.

C- F. I

Gale J

In Keum Kang San and northern Corea this decora-

tive plant, with its silvery fibrous bark, white fragrant

flowers and scarlet fruits, is quite common. But in the

neighbourhood of Seoul it is rare, though specimens have

been met with in the hills to the north of Songdo

and near Paikchun Sjlj. And there is a unique speci-

men, trained to form a tree some 15 feet high, with trunk

3 feet in girth, planted in front of the old Buddhist tem-

ple, which stands in the grounds of the old royal man-

soleum of near Songdo. Great difficulty has been

found in discovering the vernacular name of this plant.

It was called (? golden-bird tree ?) by the monk

at the temple at and A ^ by a monk in the Songdo

hills, while in Keum Kang San it was designated
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—a name which is also given to the Gueldres Rose and
other scarlet fruited plants.

117. The Common Honey Suckle.

Lonicera japonica, Thunb.

D. C. F. “{Or argent, Heur.) Fleur du
chevrefeuille In-tong). Lonicera capri-

foLia (Sert en medec.)”

Gale, pt. “The honey suckle. Lonicera

japonica. See Under no entry is

given, but appears in both Dictionaries,

with the following descriptions :

—

D. C. F. “Nom d’une esp. de plante grimpante,

aux petales blancs et jaunes, qui sert en mede-
cine. Chevrefeuille. La fleur s’appelle

Gale, pt. I. “The stem of the mistletoe (Sic !)

—a medicine for colds.”

“A liquor containing an extract of the

honey suckle.”

This is a common climbing plant, with conspicuous

clusters of fragrant flowers, which open white and

change to yellow.

Hence the vernacular name, “gold and silver

flower.”

118. The Clerodendron.

A handsome shrub with broad heads of white fra-

grant flowers, each with a prominent reddish calyx. The
leaves when crushed emit an offensive smell, a fact which

leads to its being called by the above mentioned coarse

vernacular name (dog’s dung shrub) and sometimes by

another name which is even coasrer still.

[Specimen from hills north of Songdo where

it is plentiful.]

Clerodendron trichotomum. Thunb.
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119. The Barberry. Two species :

(a) Berberis amurensis, Rupr.

(b) Berberis koreana, Palib.

D. C. F. 1

Gale <

deest.

(a) B. amvrensis. Rupr, is a handsome plant, with pend-

ent racemes of oblong scarlet fruits, which is fairly

common throughout northern Corea, more especially

by the side of streams.

(b) B. koreana, Palib, has globose fruits, and is much
more common, especially in the vicinity of Seoul.

N. B. — The word § ^ means a ‘fine comb’, and may have

reference to the sharp spikes or thorns, which issue

from the base of the leaf-tufts.

120. The Acanthopanax. Acanthopanax sessihflorus,Seem.

D.C.F. ‘ Sureau (?), (plante medic.) Ecorce

de ...
” “Sureau. Ecorce de (En medec).

Gale, pt. I. “The root bark of various arali-

aceous shrubs. Red Chinese wine.
”

This shrub, growing some 5 to 8 feet tall, with more

or less upright thorny branches, digitate leaves, globular

heads of whitish flowers and black fruits, is not uncom-

mon in moist woods in central Corea, and increasingly so

as one goes northward.

Vide No. 131 infra, for the confusion between this

and Sambucus racemosa, L., to which Coreans also some-

times apply the name 0-ka-pi.

121. The Buckthorn. Two species :

(a) Rhamnus globosvs, Bge.

(b) Rhamnus davuricus, Pall.

D. C. F. “Arbre dont Tecorce donne une

couleur verte.”

Gale, pt. I. “A tree from which a blue die

(sic!) is made.”
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(a) R. globoms, Bge, is a shrub widely distributed

throughout the peninsula, which bears a small green

berry, turning black later. Before the days of

“anilines,” it was largely used by Coreans for mak-

ing a green {not blue) dye.

(b) R davuricus, Pall, is common as a large bush or

small tree in the woods and thickets of central and

northern Corea. It is a thorny plant, suggestive of

the English wild sloe, but has much larger oblong

elliptic leaves, of which the veins are very prominent.

The small jet-black fruits in clusters are retained on

the tree far into the winter. Formerly the leaves

and branchlets of this plant also were used by Core-

ans for making a green dye.

122. The Egg-Yolk Shrub. Symplocus paniculata, Wall:

This small shrub, with its remarkable turquoise blue

fruits, is very abundant on the Pouk Han Mountain near

Seoul, the hills to the north of Songdo, and elsewhere.

On drying under any conditions, the leaves turn yellow,

whence its Corean name, as is Corean for the

yolk of an egg.

123. The Corean Pepper Bush. Zanthoxylum schinijolium,

S. &Z.

D.C.F. ibtl? “Nom d’une esp. d’arbre dont le fruit

(la noix) sert a faire de I’huile. Epine noire.”

Gale, pt. I. iljtK “A tree from the nuts of which oil

is made. Xanthoxylum piperitum. See

Under which is not given in D.C.F., Gale gives

the same Chinese characters and adds “A kind of

wild pepper. See

This small thorny shrub is very common by the road-

side in Corea. It has small pinnate leaves and a flatten-

ed corymb of capsular fruits, which open and display the

D. C. F.

Gale I
deest
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black seeds used by the Coreans, after grinding, as pep-

per.

N. B.—The name appears also to be given

in same districts to this plant.

Another species, Xanthoxylum piperitum, D. C,, is

not found in Corea outside Quelpart.

deest.

124. The Stephanandra. Stephanandra incisa, Zabell.

D. C. F.

Gale

This is a small wayside shrub with erect arching

stems, clusters of small white flowers and jaggedly

toothed leaves.

[Specimen from hills near Songdo

125. The Lespedeza. Six species ;

(a) Lespedeza cyrtobotrya, Miqueh
(b) L. formosa, Koehne.

(c) L. proecox, Nakai.

(d) L. Uorihunda, Bge.

(e) L. tomentosa, Sieb.

(f) L. juncea, Pers.

D. C. F. “Esp. d’arbuste dont I’ecorce sert a

faire des cordes, et les branches des babais.

Esp. d’arbuste pliant comme hosier, mais de la

famille des leguminenses.”

Gale, pt. I. “A variety of the locust.” (sic!)

These twiggy summer-blooming shrubs, with their

showy pea-like flowers, are abundant and widely dispers-

ed throughout Corea, the twigs being in almost universal

use for making brooms ^1^1 ^1. The first named L. cyr-

tobotrya, Miquel, grows six or more feet tall and is wide-

ly used for making wicker baskets. The erect growing

white-flowered L. tomentosa, Sieb., and the slender-grow-

ing L. juncea, Pers., with its small leaves and inconspicu-

ous whitish flowers, are almost equally abundant. The
last mentioned is known to the Coreans as the ‘‘Peacock

broom”
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A totally different plant herbaceous in character

and known to the Coreans as (Kochia scoparia,

L.) is very commonly cultivated round Corean houses

and is also largely used for making rough brooms.

126. The Mountain Varnish-Tree. Rhus trichocarpa, Miquel.

D. C. F. deest.

Gale, pt. I. “Rhus tricocarpa.”

A sparsely-branching shrub or small tree, rarely ex-

ceeding fifteen feet in height, with pinnate hairy leaves

and small axillary panicles of greenish-yellow flowers,

' which are followed by clusters of yellow-brown hairy

fruits. The rind of the fruit is very thin, and early in

autumn breaks away, leaving exposed the seed with its

white waxy covering. It is the first woody plant on the

mountain sides to display autumn tints, which vary from

orange-yellow to crimson and are wonderfully beautiful.

For the true Varnish-Tree, Rhus vernicidua, D. C. see

No. 35.

127. The Bladder-Fruit Shrub.

D. C. F.

Gale }
deest.

Staphylea bumalda, S. & Z.

This small shrub, with pinnately divided leaves and

loose clusters of white and slightly fragrant flowers, fol-

lowed by white bladder-like fruits, is fairly common
. . , throughout the greater part of Corea.

[Specimen from the roadside on path between On-

seiri Hotel and Temple of Sin-kyei-sa in Keum Kang San,

where also the vernacular name was supplied.]

128. The Weigelia. Diervilla fiorida, S. & Z.

Diervilla floribuvda

,

S. & Z.

D. C. F.

Gale

D. fiorida, S. & Z. is one of the most beautiful of Co-

rean shrubs and also one of the most common, being

abundant on Nam San and Pouk Han, near Seoul, and on
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the hills north of Songdo. It is a bush about five feet

tall and as much in diameter, with erect, spreading, or

arching branches, and axillary clusters of large rose-

coloured, fox-glove-shaped fiowers, whose similarity in

shape to a Corean wine-bottle gives the plant its ver-

nacular names. The other species, D. floribunda, S. & Z.

is equally abundant and has smaller fiowers of varying

colours, often on the same bush.

[Specimens from hills near Songdo and from

Keum Kang San ^PJllj.]

129. “Bridal Wreath.” Deutzia glabrata, Kom.

D. C. F.

Gale 1

deest.

A comparatively low shrub with slender spreading

branches and broad fiat corymbs of pure white flowers,

which on withering assume shapes that suggest the

Corean verncular name “falcon’s claws.” It is very

common on the mountains, especially in rocky places,

and is very attractive in the early summer months.

[Specimens from hills near Songdo WiWL, verified in

Keum Kang San.]

130. “Mock Orange.” Philadelphus Schrenkianus, Maxim.

D. C. F.

Gale I

deest.

A common shrub in thickets, often eight feet tall

and rather sparsely branched, bearing racemes of beau-

tiful pure white, but only slightly fragrant, flowers in

great abundance.

N. B. The name given for “Mock Orange” in Gale,

pt. I. is

131 . The Red Elder-berry.

D. C. F.

Gale I
deest.

Sambucus racemosa. L.

A shrub, often ten feet or more tall and as much in

diameter, with inconspicuous flowers, followed by dense

panicles of small scarlet fruits, which ripen about mid-
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summer. It is not uncommon on Nam San and else-

where near Seoul, and increasingly common as one tra-

vels northwards.

[Specimens from Keum Kang San and woods near

near Songdo

N. B.— It is a question whether (Crow’s

food) is the real name for this shrub, as it is vulgarly

used by the Coreans for more than one plant. In some

places there is a curious confusion between this and

Acanthopanax sessilifiorus, Seem, (vide No. 120), both

claiming the name 0-ka-pi which appears to be

used in China to designate yet another plant, Eleuther-

ococcus sp. (Vide Henry’s Notes on Economic Botany

of China, 1893, p. 9.

)

132. The Grewia. Grewia parvifiora, Bge.

N.B.—The name Malmoro was given by local

residents to a specimen gathered at Sakol in South Kang-

wha and the name Moul-aing-to (water-

cherry ?) to a specimen gathered in the vicinity of Song-

do

D. C. F. ( Neither Dictionary mentions ilfaimoro

Gale, pt. I. i ^25., but Malmooroup is

described in D. C. F. as “Esq. d’herbe dont

on mange la racine,” a description which is

followed in Gale Pt. I. Moul-ainq-to ^ 2. is

ignored by D. C. F. but in Gale pt. I. appears as

“A large kind of red cherry.’’

This is a low branching shrub, with yellowish white

flowers and dull orange-colored fruits, not uncommon

near the sea in Corea.

133. The Holly. Ilex cornuta, Lindl.

This holly, with its beautiful red fruits, grows in

southern Corea, where the climate is much milder than

round Seoul. Our specimen came from Kwang-ju
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in the province of South Cholla Do, whence also the ver-

nacular names were supplied by Dr. R. M. Wilson. It is

usually a low broad shrub, but under favourable condi-

tions forms a shapely tree, from ten to twelve feet tall.

The shining green leaves have usually five lobes (two

basal and three terminal), each terminating in a spear-

like point, suggestive of the antlers of a stag. But one

or several of the lobes may be wanting, and on fruiting

branches the leaves are often quite entire.

134. The Mistletoe. Viscum coloratum, Kom.

D. C F. “Gui (plante), plante qui verdit

Thiver.
”

Gale, pt. I. M “The mistletoe. Parasitic plants on

trees, including w'scwm and Loranthvs ”

This parasite is common in Corea and grows on many
different kinds of tree, including the different species of

oak, and in many places is a bad pest. It is simiilar in ap-

pearance to the European species {V. album L ) but has

smaller greenish-yellow berries.

135. The Akebia. Akehin. quinata, Decne.

D. C. F. <d-i- TkS.® “Fruit de clematite. Esp. de

fruit sauvage, qui a une eveloppe blanche s’ouv-

rant on deux et contenant beaucoup de petites

graines (en automne) ; il est d’une saveur douce;

c’est le meilleur des fruits de Corce.”

Gale, pt. I. H # “A banana” but

“Fruit of the Clematis grata.”

Under we find the following :

—

D. C F “Pied d’une plante qui porte le fruit

A#, Eureum.”
Gale, pt. I. tIcM. “The Clematis grafa~as used for

medicine.”

This plant is a climber, growing freely on the moun-

tains (near Songdo and elsewhere), with an edible,

lavender-purple fruit, shaped so like a banana that Co-

reans commonly call bananas ^# or .S.#. Dr. Henry in
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his notes on Economic Botany of China (1803) pp. 8-9,

says that is the name of a Chinese drug “which
seems to be derived from several plants. In Hupeh
Clematis grata, Wall, is the source;” but he adds that in

the North the same name is “given to a very different

climber, Akebia quinata^

^
136. The Corean Wild Grape-Vine. Vitis amurensis, Rupr.

D. C. F. ^ “Vigne sauvage, raisin sauvage.”

“Vigne sauvage, pied de vigne sauvage.”

or Gale, pt. I. Ulla^* “Wild grapes.”

E “A wild grape vine.”

This grape-vine is abundant throughout central and

northern Corea, and in the autumn its leaves assume

brilliant red and crimson tints. The fruit is of a shining

black colour and, though small and somewhat harsh in

flavour, is much esteemed by Corean peasants.

pf 137. The Tarai Vine. Actinidia arguta, Miquel.

^ D. C. F. ^ “Esp. de petit fruit sauvage qui a le

gout de la groseille verte: mais il croit sur une

plante sarmenteuse, sans epines.
”

“Esp. de petit fruit ou baie verte, douce au gout, et

dont la tige ressemble a la vigue.”

Gale, pt. I. H “A creeper, a species of Cissus Le-

guminosae.”

This a large and very common climber, with white

fragrant flowers of two forms on separate plants. That

having perfect flowers bears in the autumn great quanti-

ties of greenish, berry-like oblong edible fruits, from a

half to three quarters of an inch long, which are very

great favourites with the Coreans.

[Specimen from hills near Songdo PBM-J

^ 138.

vj.

n
or

The Bottle Tarai Vine.

(a) Actinidia polygama, Maxim.

(b) Actinidia kolomikta, Rupr.

D. C. F.

Gale I
deest.
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(a) A polygama, Maxim, is a climbing plant, abundant on

mountain slopes and rendered conspicuous by its

combination of green and white leaves interspersed.

The flowers are white and fragrant, and the bottle-

shaped fruits are orange-coloured, but, unlike those

of its relative the Tarai vine {argvta, Miquel. Vide

No. 137. supr.), not very palatable. It is known

in America and elsewhere as the “Cat-vine,” from

its attractiveness to cats.

(b) Another and closely allied species, A. kolomikta,

Rupr., sometimes known as “Snow on the Moun-

tains,” is common in Keum Kang San, where it is

called But, though resembling A. poly-

gama, Maxim, in other respects, it does not share its

attractiveness to the cat tribe.

139. The Blue-Fruited Ampelopsis.

phylla, S. & Z.

D. C. F.

Gale I

deest.

A mpelopsis hetero-

This climber is abundant in roadside thickets and is

readily recognized in late summer and autumn by its bun-

ches of blue fruit which, unlike that of the true or

wild grape, is not edible.

[Specimen from hills near Songdo

140. The Ampelopsis. Parthenocissus tricuspidata, Planch.

D.C.F. “Nom d’une esp. d’herbe. Esp. de lierre ou

de vigne vierge, dout les feuilles tombent en

hiver.
’ ’

Gale, pt. I.
‘

'

Ficus pumila, as found on rocks.”

On rocks and trees and old ruined walls this climber,

popularly known in Europe as Ampelopsis Veitchii” and

in America as “Boston Ivy,” is abundant throughout

Corea. In the autumn its brilliant tints form one of the

most striking features of the country-side.
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141. The Coral-Berry Climber. Schisandra chinensis, Baill.

D. C. F. 31^^^ “Petite graine qu’on pretend avoir

les cinq gouts, ”(i.e. sweet, bitter, hot, sour and
salty. )

‘

‘File est employee en medecine centre les

douleurs de poitrine. On peut en faire de la

limonade rafraichissante, aigrelette. Employee
dans la teinture comme mordant.”

Gale, pt. I. ''Schizandra chinensis, the seeds

of which are used as a tonic.”

This is a small climbing plant with inconspicuous

white flowers and hanging spikes of coral-red fruits. It

is said to be used in the silversmiths’ shops of Corea.

142. The Green Briar. Smilax Sieboldii, Miquel.

D. C. F. MM “Petit arbrisseau, plante grimpante,

dont les bales en grappes peuvent servir a faire

des graines de chapelet: on en mange les jeunes

pousses; les feuilles s’appliquent sur les racines

servent a faire des brosses extremement fortes

pour nettoyer les chaudieres.”

Gale, pt. I. “A kind of mountain bush

bearing red berries.”

(^^1^1) '‘A kind oi wisteria. See

This is a common climber everywhere, with thorny

green stems, clear green leaves, clusters of green flowers,

and black fruits, which enable it to be readily distingui-

shed from the red-fruited S. chinensis. (see below

No. 143.)

143. The China Root. Smilax chinensis, L.

D. C. F. “Arbuste un peu semblable a une petite

vigne, et dont les feuilles devinnent rouges en

automne.

Esp. de broussailles a bales rouges et acidulees.”

Gale, pt. I. “A small bush the leaves of which turn

red in autumn.”
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This common climber, with its handsome coral-red ber-

ries, is abundant on the hills round Seoul and elsewhere.

144. Moon Seed. Menispermum dahuricum, D. C.

D. C. F, 1 Not mentioned in either Dictionary, un-

Gale, pt. I. ) less it is this plant which is intended

by 7j-o|-.^ 6
l described in D. C. F. as “Esp. de

plante. Morel le noire,” and in Gale pt. I. as

Common Night Shade. Solarium nigrum.”

This twining plant is common, especially in central

and northern Corea. It has slender green stems, large

dark leaves, small white flowers in clusters, and fleshy

blue-black fruits, each containing a single moon-shaped

seed, whence the plant derives its European name. The
name was given to the plant on the mountains

near Songdo '• in Keum Kang San.

145. The Bittersweet. Celastrus articulatus, Thunb.

D. C. F. ‘‘Plante, esp. de seringal. (?).”

Gale, pt. I. deest.

In the autumn and early winter the open yellow

fruits, with their display of scarlet seeds, make this

climber very conspicuous. It is very common by the

roadside, especially in rocky places.

146. The Cocculus. Cocculus trilobus, D. C.

D. C. F. ‘‘Esp. de liane tres-mince.”

Gale, pt. I. ‘‘A kind of vine.”

This is a twining plant, common on the wayside and

rendered conspicuous in the autumn by its bloomy black

fruits, which resemble those of Menispermum dahuri-

cum, D. C. (Vide No. 144. supra), but are smaller.

147. Traveller’s Joy. Two species:

(a) Clematis apiifolia, C. D.

(b) Clematis mandshurica, Rupr.

D, C. F. ‘‘Esp. d’herbe, esp. de clematite.”

Gale, pt. I. ‘‘A kind of clematis.”
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(a) C. aphyolia, D. C., is a climbing plant, common in

wayide thickets and hedgerows, which in late sum-

mer it festoons with a wealth of small yellowish-

white fragrant flowers. The Corean vernacular

name means “horse-bridle creeper.”

(b) C. mandshurica, Rupr., is another species common in

open country, either upright or sprawling in habit,

with smooth shining green leaves and loose masses

of snow-white and pleasingly fragrant flowers pro-

duced in early summer.

There is yet another species of clematis which is al-

most equally common, though its Corean name is uncer-

tain. C. heraclieifolia

,

D. C. This is sub-shrubby in

habit and has tubular blue flowers.

148. The Tripterygium. Tripterygium Regelii, Sprague &
Takeda.

D. C. F.

Gale
deest.

This is a handsome large-leaved climber, growing

freely on the hills (to the north of Songdo, in Keum
Kang San and elsewhere) , with a large terminal panicle

of small white flowers, which are followed by relatively

large green (changing to reddish), winged, bladder-like

fruits.

The Corean vernacular name, which repeated en-

quiries on the Songdo hills failed to elicit, was supplied

by the monks at Keum Kang San.

149. The Wistaria. Wistaria floribunda, D. C.

D. C. F. “Esp. de liane de Tchilk, qui n’est

pas de Tannee, qui a durci. Rotin et liane.”

Gale deest.

On the hills behind Songdo this Wistaria, with

its pendent masses of purple flowers, is quite common,

and it has also been found in the woods attached to the

royal mausoleum near Suwon 7k]^. But it is a

moot point whether it is really indigenous in Corea.
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150. The Kudo Vine. Pueraria hirsuta, Schneid.

D. C. F. “Grande liane, esp. de feverole, dolie,

dolichus urticus.”

Gale, pt.I. “The PweraHa Thunbergiana— a, creep-

er much used for fishing-net cables, &c.

This is perhaps the most common climbing plant in

all Corea. Its fibrous stems, being both tough and

strong, are used after the manner of ropes and cables.

Either trailing on the ground or over trees and bushes,

its stems, though seldom thicker than the finger, attain to

great length. The leaves are tri-foliolate and hairy, and

the reddish-purple flowers, in erect racemes, are freely

produced in late August, being followed later by clusters

of short pods, which are covered with yellow-brown

barbed hairs, capable of causing great irritation, if care-

lessly handled.

ADDENDA.

151. The Platycarya. Platycarya strohilacea, S. & Z.

D. C. F.

Gale
deest.

Specimens picked near Chin-chun ^jil and Eum-
Sung in the winter bore numerous small cones

(strobili ?) on the leafless branches, M. N. T.

152. The Small-leaf Elm. Ulmus parvifolia, Jacg.

Common in central Corea, as a small roadside tree

or shrub. Specimens plucked in the winter, shewed the

leafless branchlets freely covered with small whitish

scales. M. N. T.

153 . The Kerria. Kerria japonica, var. flore plena.

D. C. F.

Gale
deest.

D. C.

A familiar garden shrub, with deep yellow flowers,

occasionally cultivated in gardens near Seoul and else-

where. See Dr. Henry’s Names of Plants in Proc : of N.

C. Branch R. B. S. N. S. vol. XVII. 188.
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The Corean name “yellow plum blossom” is derived

from a superficial resemblance of the flowers to those of

the Prunus japonica (see No. 55), with which it is, of

course, in no way related. M. N. T.

NAMES WANTED.

For the five following plants no Corean vernacular

names have been yet discovered :

—

I. The Trumpet-Vine. Campsis chinensis, Voss.

A specimen of this well-known Chinese climber, with its

clusters of orange-scarlet foxglove-like flowers, was pick-

ed in a garden near the Confucian temple at Songdo.

(Query ?)

II. Securinega Jiuggeoides, Muell. Arg. A common
shrub, growing from four to six feet high, with erect

twiggy stems, neat green leaves, and inconspicuous axil-

lary greenish flowers. Specimens from Keum Kang San
and hills near Songdo. (Query ? but see No.

105.)

III. Callicarpa japonica
,
Thunh. This small shrub,

common in thickets and on the margin of woods, with

rose-purple flowers in axillary clusters, is very con-

spicuous in the autumn on account of its beautiful mauve-

colored shot-like fruits, which are retained long after

the leaves have fallen. (Query ? but see No.

103.)

IV. The Wild Currant, Ribes fasciculatuw

,

S. & Z.

Fairly common in stony places near villages. A sparsely

branched shrub scarcely a yard high, with clusters of

bright scarlet fruits (not apparently regarded as edible)

crowded on the shoots.

V. Corean Birthwort. Aristolochia mandshurica,

Kom. A rather rare climbing plant, growing (among
other places) near Pyo Houn Sa on Keum Kang
San. It has large handsome leaves and curiously

shaped yellow-brown flowers, in form resembling a

Dutchman’s pipe in miniature.
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