


Pyeng Yang, Korea January 1 0, 1 894 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Gifford:

With enclosed order for 100,000 cash I also send you bank check for $25.

Sent you check for $100 a few days ago and think you will thus have enough to

meet all demands until I return from Eui Ju.

Don't think I am squandering money by the wholesale - tho' I find that

money goes here about as fast as in Seoul, or faster.

Am still as busy as can be preaching day & night, having all the visitors I

have strength to attend to. Prospects more than encouraging and I look for a large

blessing.

Kind regards to all.

Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea January 1 2, 1 894 S.A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

It is with cause for much gratitude that I write to you concerning the

beginnings of work in this place. The Mission having finally relieved me of all work

in Seoul that I might give my whole attention to the work of this new station, I

came here in November to take up a nomad's life until such time as a residence

here seems advisable.

Intending to spend the winter in this city - for the past two months I have

been living in a room in the house purchased in our helper's name. The time has

been spent following up the impressions made during former visits, gaming friends

wherever I could, and in preaching the gospel all day long.

The room which serves me as reception room, study, dining room and bed-

room is what the Koreans call a "Sarang", that is, a room open to anyone and

everyone at all times of day or night. Thus privacy is out of the question and such

a run of visitors from early morning until midnight has there been that I could hardly

get time to rest or eat. However, I do break away at times in order to get some

fresh air and exercise, and on these walks I have been able to talk to many, to

distribute tracts and to make my presence more widely known. Have been invited

into a number of houses to talk to groups of people who, having read one of the

tracts desired to know more of the truth. I have also, with our helper, taken 3 or

4 walks to surrounding villages and from these and others there has been a

constant stream of inquirers. There are now in this region hundreds of people

reading the tracts and discussing the gospel story. I am told that great numbers

would be more than glad to accept the new truth were they not afraid of

persecution and ridicule.

Many look upon the entrance of the gospel as a harbinger of better times for

the oppressed people and wish it all success in gaining adherents. I hear of a good

many who are secretly praying to the true God. At the same t,me the
i
great mass

of oeople as usual, look upon the truth with suspicion, ridicule and hatred. Since

our^helper came in the spring Sunday services have been regularly held, attended a

times but by 2 or 3, but gradually leading up in the fall to the gathering of a class

of Catechumens around which as a nucleus the number of constant attendants has

been increasing. Those who come have been subject to scorn and rid.cu e and are

Irked men in the neighborhood. When it became known that some of them had

Tltfft^themselves with us and openly professed to their friends that they were

’• effort was made to laugh them out of i. and to lea

them to return to their sinful habits which they had forsaken. They were round y
them to

....
, j ce it is known that Christians give up ancestral worship,

andTh^ey^^Tem^d they^ haue thei, heads taken o„ as were those o, the



1/12/94 - p. 2 S.A.M.
Romanists some 30 years ago. They have stood all this nobly, tho there have been
some relapses into sin. The struggle of one man has been of intense interest. He
is an innkeeper and merchant who has been a great drinker and gambler - yet

among Koreans a respectable man and one whose acquaintances are numerous
throughout the whole region. He came out boldly as a Christian and soon was a

marked man - the butt of all the jokes and ridicule and abuse which could be

heaped upon him. Taking it all good-naturedly he became more & more firm in his

faith - but has had a hard struggle against drink. His former friends entered into a

conspiracy to make him fall. Day after day they came tempting him, insisting that

he should drink with them according to Korean custom and roundly abusing him as

false to his friends. Time and again has he fled from them, coming in here that he

might not yield and that he might gain strength in prayer. Several times he has

fallen, much to his own and our grief, but the Lord is his keeper and the victory is

sure.

So great is the change in him that his wife and brother who call him "crazy"

yet rejoice in his reformation and while ridiculing him for becoming a Christian, look

upon us as having done them the greatest favor in leading him to forsake his evil

ways. Through this man's conversion the news of the gospel has been widely

scattered.

For several months ten or more men have been regular attendants of our

Sabbath service and Wednesday evening prayer meeting. Last week the class of

Catechumens was examined and on Sunday, January 7th, eight men were publicly

baptized and partook of the Lord's Supper. It was a joyful day to Mr. Han and to

me for our united prayer and great longing has been to see souls gathered into a

church of Christ - men whose faith should stand in demonstration of the Spirit and

of power. Two others were publicly received into the Catechumen class.

The Lord has thus been working even in this the most wicked city of Korea

and a beginning has been made in calling out the Lord's own.

Two of these men are about 40 years of age, the others being young men

between 20 and 30 years. They are a praying band given to earnest study of

God's word.

I feel more than ever encouraged and am now praying that the way may be

more clearly opened for Mr. Lee and Dr. Irvin to join me. I fear that it is not yet

advisable for them to attempt a permanent residence here. Our Methodist brethren

expect to send someone here in the Spring with a view to gaining possession of

the property over which trouble occurred last Spring and I fear that the coming of

so many will again arouse suspicion and perhaps open opposition.
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My own course is clear - as I am now free to give all my time to work in this

province, alternating between this city and Eui Ju as headquarters and remaining

in the province as long as a passport allows and my health holds out. With much
traveling - not the best of fare - cramped quarters and a malarial district I may be

compelled to spend part of the summers elsewhere resting and recuperating forces,

until such time as we can secure property more healthfully located.

I am situated just at present as I have long wished to be - in direct contact with

the people living in the midst of them, meeting them every day and all day, entering

into their lives and having them enter into mine (Sometimes however in ways not

very easy to endure).

I am certainly making friends and having the opportunity to do a great deal of

direct personal work in preaching, instructing, enlightening and exhorting. With the

Baptism of the Spirit - for which I look and pray - there will certainly come a

harvest of souls of which I believe we are reaping the first-fruits as an earnest of

what is to come.

I shall leave for Eui Ju in February hoping that the death of our Evangelist

Paik has not left that little band demoralized.

Asking for special prayers for the guidance of the Spirit upon the work of the

opening of this new station and with prayers for the continued blessing of God

upon all your labors.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

Just as soon as Dr. Irvin can establish himself here and begin work we shall expect

to have a hospital here of some kind - even if it consists of but one little Korean

room 8 foot square. In our plans for a hospital what encouragement and help can

we expect from the Board? I have thought it barely possible that through Dr. Allen

we might get Government permission to establish a hospital, thus indirectly giving

us the right of residence. Will talk with him about it when I go to Seoul for

supplies and summer clothes.
S A M.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #40)



Rock Island, III. Jan 24, '94 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I enclose you a letter from Moffett which gives the latest news from Pyeng

Yang. Please return after reading it. From what he says I understand that the

complications in regard to the house have all been settled and that now he is in

undisputed possession, all of which you will be very glad to learn.

I have not made you the map yet and will not be able to do so until I get to

Evansville. Will you kindly write me and state on just what subjects you wish me

to write down facts on and I will comply as soon as possible.

Last Sunday spoke in Woodlawn Park Presby Church and had a very good

day.

Write me at Evansville, Ind. - 15 Jefferson Av.

Mrs. Lee sends her kindest regards,

Very sincerely,

Graham Lee

(Presbvterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #37)



Pyengyang, Korea Jan. 26, 1894 S.A. Moffett

Dear Gifford:

Enclosed please find answer to Vinton's circular which send to him also an

order for 1 5,000 cash. Am sorry I cannot send a letter at this time but mapoo is

going off at once.

Turley's [British & Foreign Bible Society's sub-agent for Manchuria & Korea]

letter places me in a position of temporary indecision. If the Mission says "go to

Moukden and to the vallies" I will go - but am not sure as to what is best. If you all

think it best for me to go - telegraph me - as I expect to leave here for Eui Ju in 2

weeks.

I may telegraph you in a few days for instructions - as soon as I can talk over

plans with Han [Suk-Jin],

McKenzie [William John, independent Canadian missionary] left this morning

for Chyang Yen - before I had read Turley's letter.

Have been greatly blessed here and feel encouraged.

Kindest regards and prayers for your success in all things. Liked McKenzie

very much and enjoyed his stay.

Sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea February 1, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Gifford:

Have been pretty well pushed with work for a while so that when I did get
off the important letters to Seoul I could not write you anything at length. The past
month has been a very good one here so far as our work is concerned and I feel

greatly encouraged. After a careful examination of 10 men I baptized 8 of them,
the other two being publicly received as catechumens. And thus a church is

started here with well attended services Sunday noon and night and a prayer
meeting for Bible Study and prayer Wednesday night.

I have a dozen things to make me rejoice and feel encouraged when I see the
way in which these men have come out, the way they pray, their willingness to

learn and their readiness to submit to all sorts of ridicule and abuse. Last night at

prayer meeting two others asked to be received into church and next Sunday they
will be received as catechumens and placed under instruction.

There are strong and weak men among them and all seem to be growing
stronger. There is a great deal of inquiry on all sides and I hope for a rich blessing.

I shall look for a blessing in Kou Syeng & Eui Ju as I go north for I find my
faith growing stronger and stronger as I am able to take God at His Word and go

ahead daily preaching to all.

I was glad to hear of your work outside the gate and hope you may soon

have a few real believers gathered about you there.

I was much interested in Dr. Ellinwood's article in The Church at Home and
Abroad on "Revival in Missions", but if you notice - it is based upon the

"employment system" which if largely used, of course brings in a great many
people - but then the question arises as to whether the Church has any strength. I

should like to see that question opened and fully discussed at some of our

meetings. In Korea we have all seemed pretty well agreed upon the other method

and I got sat on for wanting even 3 men employed for the whole Pyeng Yang

station.

McKenzie's visit did me good and I find him strongly favoring the use of but

little money, employing but few men. He has gone over to Chyang Yen expecting

to get to Seoul some time in April. If the Mission directs me to stay in Korea (not

to go to Moukden) I hope to get up to Seoul the last of April.

A little business now: All told I have given you checks as follows:
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No. 100, $50; No. 101, $50; No. 102, $50; No. 103, $100; No. 104, $25;

No. 105, $50; No. 106, $100; McKenzie's check, $18.

Please see if all of these have reached you and let me know which have not (if any)

the next time you write. The last order I sent you was No. 10 for 1 50,000 cash.

In all probability this will be the last until April as I shall use silver shoes in Eui Ju.

Hope I have given you sufficient to meet all bills. And I am sure I thank you for all

your trouble. I think I owe Miller $4.87 for photographs. If you have a balance on

hand - please pay him if he wants it.

Scranton came in yesterday in Korean clothes - which were no disguise as

far as that is concerned. He said they relieved him of a great deal of idle curiosity

and the barking of dogs along the road. He talks of going on with me to Eui Ju

next week.

Don't know what [Dr.] Hall's plans are for the Spring - but hope that if I get

back here in April that Dr. Irvin will come down even tho he comes alone. I shall

hope also to get a letter from you about [the] 1
st

of April - or when Irvin comes

telling me about tracts, Bible translation work in general, etc.

Please tell Mrs. Gifford that I have been counting on her sending to Women's

Work for Women a photo of the Mission. I had hoped to get off a letter to it - but

don't think I shall now.

With kindest regards and prayers for a blessing upon your work.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

Give my sincere sympathy to Saw in his great loss. One more Korean safe

above to sing His praises to all eternity. Many more are thus to be rescued to be

taken when He sees fit.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea [?] early February, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Gifford:

Just a word. Enclosed is check for $50 which you will need probably as

Hulbert's bill was so large. It surprised me. All O.K. however.

Wish I had time to write and tell you all I want to - but am sending off in

haste a special courier with Turley's [British & Foreign Bible Society s sub-agent

for Manchuria & Korea] letter and a note to station through Underwood asking

station advice as to my work. I do not feel warranted in neglecting Pyeng Yang &

Eui Ju for the Korean Vallies unless Station advises me to do so.

When you have thought over both fields - send me instructions and I am

ready for either.

Kindest regards,

Sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Evansville, Ind. Feb. 12th, 1894 Graham Lee

1 5 Jefferson Ave.

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your last letter came this morning with Moffett's enclosed. I'm exceedingly

sorry if Mr. Underwood thinks I slighted him for I'm sure I didn't want to nor intend

to. While in New York I was so pressed for time from the fact I had made an

agreement to speak in Chicago on Jan. 21st that I didn't do nearly as much as I

wanted to. I have some relations in Binghamton, N.Y. who I suppose will never

forgive me for passing them by, but I simply didn't have time to stop. I couldn't

break the engagement so had to cut things short at the other end. There was one

afternoon that I was down on Broadway with Mrs. Lee and that afternoon we

would have gone in to see Mr. Underwood but it began to rain hard, so we
concluded it best to go right home to where we were visiting. Perhaps I didn't

make effort enough to see him and if not I'm very sorry indeed but I think we were

more victims of circumstances than anything else. Shall write Mr. Underwood and

try and explain matters.

Sunday spoke twice on Korea to good audiences. Next Sunday I have an

appointment in Indianapolis. We had hoped to be able to sail by March 20th but

find we will not be able to do so. I have written Mr. Dulles asking him to arrange

for passage on the "China" which sails on April 10th. Mr. Smith of the Walnut St.

Church is making arrangements for me to work as much of southern Indiana as I

can before starting.

Don't know when I'm going to get time to write you up an article on Korea.

You see, Mrs. Webb is going to pack and store all her things and this work I have

to look after. Will write what I can.

Mrs. Lee is well and joins me in the kindest regards to yourself.

Sincerely,

Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #42)



Fusan, Korea February 23, 1894 Annie Laurie Adams Baird

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:-

Since we last wrote to you our little station has been busy with sad and trying

occurrences. About five weeks ago Dr. [Hugh M.] Brown’s ill-health was much increased by a

sudden attack of pleurisy. He suffered considerably and was unable to move. In addition to this,

Mrs. Brown expected to be confined at any time. We tried to send to Seoul for one of our own

physicians, but the wires were down, as they usually are, and there was a long gap between boats.

So we availed ourselves of an unexpected opportunity and sent to Gensan for Dr. Hardie. He

came at once, to our great thankfulness, and was able to relieve Dr. Brown very much, and to

help Mrs. Brown through her trial, which came a week later.

After Dr. Brown recovered somewhat from his acute attack, Dr. Hardie made a thorough

examination of his lungs and found consumption making such rapid ravages that he advised his

return to America without any delay. Poor Dr. Brown found it hard to make the decision. His

house and dispensary finished and active work opening up at last before him, he felt that he could

hardly leave, and with a consumptive’s hopefulness, he thought that his lungs would be all right

when he got strong again! Finally he decided to go, but thought he must first visit his sister at

Wei Hien [China], although Dr. Hardie pronounced such a course almost suicidal. At this point

Dr. and Mrs. Irvin arrived from Seoul, having offered to come and be of any assistance possible.

They found a hearty welcome and plenty to do, and Dr. Hardie was enabled to start back

yesterday to his wife and family who had been left alone during his absence of three weeks.

Dr. Irvin’s examination more than confirmed Dr. Hardie’s opinion, and Dr. Brown at last

consented to start home by the next boat which leaves tomorrow. We are all doing what we can

to help him off. Mrs. Brown is planning to start with her two children at the end of five months,

although I am inclined to think that unless she gets more cheerful word from Dr. Brown than we

are led to hope, she will start before that. It has all been very sad but not unexpected.

From what Dr. Irvin tells us of word received from you some time ago, we suppose that

he will be appointed to take Dr. Brown’s place here. As to this we have no opinion to express or

preference to urge, having decided in all such things not to attempt to take our fate in our own

hands.

We are waiting with what patience we can to hear of the appointment of other helpers, the

clerical missionary and his wife and the single lady. That my brother, Mr. J.E. Adams, of

McCormick Seminary, and his wife, will be appointed for Fusan, we scarcely dare to hope for

fear of disappointment. We have no accusations of unkindness to make if the Board should think

best to send them to another field, but oh, if they should be appointed to us there would be a

house full ofjoy on a certain Fusan hillside.

With regard to the single lady worker, I am looking forward to her coming with longing

and yet with fears, for if she cannot learn the language of this people, and more than that, if she is

not lovely and loving to these poor women, she had better not come at all.
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I cannot tell you how strongly I feel this. I do not write it because I fear that you may feel

it any less strongly, but merely to ask that she may be sent out only after the most careful

investigation as to her fitness. It seems to me that no need on the field is sufficiently great to

warrant the sending out of missionary material in the least degree doubtful. Of course 1 know

that in most cases you can only depend upon the recommendations of others, and I can imagine

that it may often occur to the Board to wish that people would be less reckless in approving, and

more impartially honest in their characterization of applicants.

This mail will bring you quite a volume of literature from Fusan, as 1 find that Mr. Baird

and Dr. Irvin and doubtless either Dr. or Mrs. Brown are also writing. Our work is progressing

much as usual, nothing very definite in the way of encouragement, and yet we think we see signs

of a breaking up in some directions among the people. At any rate, whatever the immediate

outlook may be, we know that the prospect is bright as long as the promises hold good.

Yours in His love and service

(Mrs. W.M.) Annie Laurie Adams Baird

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 5, letter #10)



Eui Ju, Korea February 24, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Gifford:

Dr. Scranton arrived here Thursday, 22nd and gave me a delightful surprise with some mail

including your note. Rejoiced to hear of your street chapel work and may you be nchly blessed is

my prayer.

Don’t think I am getting loose views on subject of baptism, please. The men in Pyeng V ang

who were baptized had all been under instruction and studying for 6 months or more - except two o

whom I made exceptions. But they had been studying with me near 3 months and had read a great

deal before that. All had proven their sincerity by submitting to all sorts of abuse, etc. There c y

be some chaff in the 8 men - but I have every reason to think otherwise as yet. Have severe

applicants here and work among women is promising. Had a Christian wedding this week

Kwan Keun and Paik’s daughter. It did good in many ways.

Have a letter from Dr. Ellinwood. He touches on the Underwood appeal but had not heard

from the Mission & was awaiting such word. He hopes there will be no

hone it more than we did nor labor for it more than we did. Dr. E[lhnwood] has sent for [Ore J

Lee so I guess he will be enlightened. I sincerely hope that U[nderwood] will not leave the Mission

under any circumstances but if he does, the Lord’s work will go on just the same.

Am in receipt of letter and circulars from Rev. George Hays of Chefoo. I send to you with

request that you or Dr. Vinton or Miss Doty or some one else do what he wanted me to do.

Received letters from Lee - who speaks of going on to New York.

The fall in cash to 3000 strikes me hard. It made a big difference in the orders I sent you.

Hope my last check has reached you and leaves a balance in your hands.

[I] begin Training Class next week and return to Pyeng Yang about 1” April.

[The] Missionary Review has some interesting editorials lately.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

. *4 I return as he will be in Seoul before I see him or can get letters to him.

^°
U
VaTaVe°tte^forSaw in which he talks of leaving Seoul for good this Spring, taking family to

Han tod a letter fr

^ ^^^^ him tQ stay in Seou , until I get up there in April. I

hope we can arrange to keep him in Seoul. If he says nothing about it - don’t mention it, please, a

he may not want to make his movements known.

Please pay Kum Toll’s brother 10,000 cash in addition to the monthly 5000. <10,000 = $3.23}

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Eui Ju, Korea March 16, 1894 (Rec'd in N.Y. May 28th) Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

If you will read the enclosed which through you I send to Woman s Work for

Woman it will give you a glimpse into one phase of my work and its prospects, w

bright with hope.

I have been here for a month and have just finished a 1 5 days course of study in

the gospel by Luke with a class of 12 men invited from the surrounding 75 miles. Pretty

thoroughly grounded in the facts and doctrines of Christ's life and teachings they go back

to their homes to make known in their neighborhoods the news of salvation rom

through Christ. They will thus prepare the way for visits from me or from my p ,

we can find time to visit those places.

The Lord is graciously blessing and encouraging me by sendingI
mei the

;^fruits '

the promise of a large harvest to come. I fear I am too impatient for the f

^
l harveSt

forgetting that it is "first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear. It takes

great deal of courage for a Korean to become a sincere follower of Jesus making open

Drofession but the day is not far off when His disciples will be numerous enough to

encourage each other and to so strengthen each other as that they will be able to endure

the more easX the ridicule and scorn and opposition of the world. Then a great many

secret, but timid, believers will declare themselves.

feast mr«vzzz^ir :^Tsl:

stimulus and help coming^f
one stjmulus |t js a constant giving

r:SoTr?eeT°Z there is too great a tendency to become dwarfed.

However there are advantages in being much alone with Koreans for whom one

came andTrejolce that the Lord has given me one such helper as Mr. Han who ,s a

treasure - full of the Spirit.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historic! Society. Philadelphia. PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel ,179. Vol. 8. letter #411



Pyeng Yang, Korea April 14, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Upon my return from Eui Ju I found a welcome pile of letters from home and

elsewhere and I now wish to write a brief reply to your letters of Dec. 22nd &

February 1 7th.

With regard to your request for information concerning Dr. Underwood s

appeal - you have ere this received the statement of the mission. I assure you t at

the Korea Mission desires to maintain the greatest harmony and that we have been

and are ready to make every possible concession to any and all - but there are

times when concession not only engenders more strife but involves sacrifice o

principles far reaching in their application. What can one do in such cases but

stand firm - at the same time seeking help to maintain the spirit of brotherly love

without malice or personal contention. As long as personal animosities do not

enter into our differences I think harmony will be secured in the end.

Your request for a "warm flesh & blood statement" of each year s work will

trust be met next fall - as we discussed that question last fall. Am glad Mr. Lee

was able to visit you. He & I have found ourselves in hearty sympathy on most

subjects and have looked forward to joint work with the greatest pleasure His

presence will partially offset the disappointment I feel in not being associated wi

Mr. Baird. However I often fear lest Mr. Lee's dyspepsia and lumbago may shut

him out of the interior and I be once more disappointed.

As you know, Mission work is no child's play but on the contrary a work

carried on amidst problems religious, social, political and economical which would

tax the abilities of the greatest statesman. One knows too that h.s decisions will

be far reaching in their effects for each decision establishes a precedent Is it any

wonder then that we cry out, "Who is sufficient for these things?" and long for

colleagues of sound judgment, full of faith, men of true sincerity of purpose and

character?

"Lo I am with you alway", is what enables one to plod on under the Spirit's

i /inn that his labor is "not in vain in the Lord. A conception of one s

gu'dance now
g jou$ness of his own mistakes and ignorance as to what is

own weakneS
^
a

t0 be cautious in writing adversely or critically of other

best necessarily leads one to beca
^ yQur ,etter of February 17th and

a “Son may require shall write you frankly the I often shrink front writing what

perhaps should be made known.

Had I
written you as I once thought of doing concerning certain matters I

should ha« made a mistake fo, the grace of God has made great changes and
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overcome very serious defects. Not everyone who at first gives greatest promise

has the staying qualities and some who at first seem slow and perhaps

incompetent develop into useful workers under the discipline of several years on

the field.

I am still in doubt as to which was the larger factor in the hospital difficulties

- the peculiarities and lack of adaptation of the missionary or the utter corruption of

the Korean Gov't. Had Dr. Vinton had the same help from the members of the

American Legation which Dr. Avison is receiving things might have gone

differently. Hampered as he has been both in his home and by the Korean officials,

he commanded my sincere sympathy and I was more than loath to write of that

which in my own mind was too complicated a question.

Dr. Vinton wishes to be sent to Fusan. Word comes to me of Dr. Brown s

forced departure for America and that Dr. Irvin, whom I had confidently expected

to have with me here this month, has been called upon to fill his place. I do not

wonder that both he and Dr. V[inton]. ask to be sent there in preference to

residence in the interior. Without asking I doubt not that Mr. Baird will agree with

me that Dr. Vinton can be most useful in Seoul and so in all probability Dr. Irvin will

be sent to Fusan, and Pyeng Yang must once more send on a plea to the Board for

a physician. In my judgment Dr. Vinton is not available for Pyeng Yang and he

does not wish to come here. I, therefore, anticipating the action of the Mission,

plead for just such a doctor as was asked for in my report last fall.

We need a good physician with skill in surgical work - a man whose wife will

let him leave home for several months at a time but above all a missionary in heart.

Letters from Messrs. Underwood, Gifford, Avison and our Evangelist Mr.

Saw speak most encouragingly of work in Seoul.

Thankful for good health & for many encouragements and with continued

prayer for you all.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #43)



Seoul, Korea May [11?], 1894 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

We arrived day-before-yesterday all pretty well. Had a delightful trip across

as the sea was very smooth. At present Mrs. Lee and I are boarding with Mrs.

Miller and Mrs. Webb [Mrs. Lee's mother] is at Mrs. Gifford's.

At Fusan we saw Mrs. Baird, Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Irvin. Baird and Irvin

were out in the country. All the ladies seemed well.

Moffett is in Seoul for a few days. Was so glad that I could meet him here.

He starts for Pyeng Yang again next Thursday.

All the mission seem well and happy. As far as I can see now things seem

to be going along nicely. Will write again soon, as I have something to say about a

doctor.

Mrs. Lee sends her kindest regards.

Sincerely,

Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #44)



Pyeng Yang Korea May 25, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Hon. J.M.B. Sill

U.S. Minister - Seoul Korea

Dear Mr. Sill:

Dr. Scranton's arrival with Mr. Gardner's message to Dr. Hall together with his

explanations of the questions as they are coming before the Legations for adjudication show me the

advisability of my laying before you an exact statement of the status of Pyeng Yang property in

which my interests lie and in which I am now staying. In considering these questions please make
a clear distinction between those relating to the property in which Dr. Hall has been and that with

which I and my helper Han are connected. Dr. Scranton will lay before you all that relates to the

so- called "Hall Property" and I will confine myself to the "East Gate Property" which in its legal

and financial aspects differs very materially from the "Hall Property" in connection with which all

the troubles have arisen.

1st - 1 have not bought property - never said to anyone that I had bought it - had no intention of

buying it. I furnished money to Koreans with which to purchase, knowing that when so purchased

the house would belong to them (not to me) and would be subject to Korean law. Hence over a

year ago after the first purchase (an entirely different piece of property outside the city) when in

connection with troubles over the Hall property, the official ordered my man Han to reverse the

transaction and return the property, he did so at once and received back the money. The property

which Han now occupies was purchased several months afterwards and over it no trouble ever

arose.

2nd - 1 have never pretended to be residing here - have always said that I was merely here for a few

months expecting to travel on to Eui Ju or Seoul and to return at another time. Have always

referred to Mr. Han as the landlord and owner of the house and have occupied a part only of the

house as a guest in an inn. My man has always occupied the position of an inn-keeper so far as my
presence in the house was concerned. Hence when before the official, he so represented the case to

him. The house is in the section where inns abound and was heretofore so used. Of course my

intention had been to continue these visits until we had won our way to the goodwill of people and

officials so that eventually we should be accorded the privilege of residing here. In the meantime I

have neither by act or pretension violated treaty or law, nor has my helper Han - unless it be in the

matter of Christianity which is a question totally apart from that of property.

3rd - This property was purchased by Mr. Han - subject to the procuring of the old deeds which

were in the hands of Mr. Townsend (An American merchant in Chemulpo [Inchon]), whose claim

on the property was recorded at the Foreign Office and the American Legation. From Mr.

Townsend I purchased for Mr. Han the old deeds, knowledge of this transaction being fully known

at the American Legation. Consequently when Mr. Hong the former owner was questioned about

selling property to a foreigner he denied having done so and referred to the fact that the property

belonged to Mr. Townsend who had sold it. Knowledge of Mr. Townsend's claim on the property

was in possession of the official who said that Mr. Hong's statement was true and all right. So he

was released without further trouble and nothing further has been said about the property.
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4th - Since the purchase by Mr. Han he has transferred the property to three Korean trustees in

Seoul, the deeds all being placed in the hands of Mr. Miller. The property is now therefore held by

the three men in Seoul, I having a statement from them as to my claim upon the money invested - a

claim secured by purchase from Mr. Townsend.

5th - No order has ever come from the Korean government or from any official either for the return

of this property or for anything else in connection with it since its purchase by Mr. Han. Until such

an order is given I hope no mention of this property will be made to the Korean authorities. When

such an order comes (which however I do not look for) if on the ground of its purchase by a

foreigner it should come according to the treaty in a lawful way through the Legation. In case it

comes unlawfully by the arrest of my employee, without previous complaint to the Legation, I hope

the Legation will take the same stand as in the present trouble and insist upon the immediate

release of my man. When such an order comes in the lawful way through the Legation it will be

time enough to explain to the government that the foreigner has not bought the property and to let

them know that it is held by three Koreans in Seoul. Then if they insist upon these men returning

the property I hope the Legation will present my claim secured from Mr. Townsend and heretofore

allowed by the Foreign Office. Certainly I should not (as I did not before) object to those Koreans

obeying a Korean law or order of Government, tho I should counsel them in returning the property

to first secure all the money invested in it, and to this end I should ask at least the friendly

intercession of the Legation to prevent them from being cheated out of the money because of their

connection with foreigners. I think from the above that it will be clear that as yet the Government

has raised no question as to this property and I trust the first mention of it may be left to come from

the Korean authorities.

Bearing upon the rights and privileges of foreigners as to property in Pyeng Yang may I

offer the following -

I think investigation will bear out the statement that the present governor allowed the

Japanese to purchase property here, which property is now owned by a Japanese & occupied by

Japanese (including a Japanese woman) who are living here and are engaged in the manufacture &

sale of candy. It seems that a year or so ago some Japanese who came here in connection with the

mint purchased property - a large house & several small ones. The governor hearing of it orders

the transaction reversed; but when they came to return the large house and receive back the money,

it transpires that the Korean who had sold it, had with the proceeds paid a large debt he owed the

governor. Rather than return this money the governor allowed the Japanese to retain this house

which they still hold. In addition to this the Japanese have been allowed to rent property and in one

case one lived for four months in a house for which he paid 3000 cash rent per month. Since then

this man has moved into the house owned by a Japanese (referred to above).

A Japanese physician has been here for a year (making one visit to Seoul) renting a house

on the main street where he lives and is engaged in the sale of drugs. If the Japanese have been

allowed these privileges - cannot our Legation ask the same privilege for us? This is all on the

property question.

On the subject of Christianity it is evident from the position of the Legations as to our
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aving no treaty right to preach the Gospel (Mr. Gardiner so stated in letter to Dr. Hall)

t at we can look for no protection for the native Christians. Leaving them to the care of Him who
cares for us all we will confine ourselves just now to seeking protection for our employees and the
preservation of our right to employ them. My letter to Dr. Underwood I think stated quite clearly
t e facts which show that our employees were unlawfully arrested and beaten and that money was
extorted, and all this too after the order for their release had been received. In fact in obeying the
order to release them they had them unlawfully beaten and demanded that they should have nothing
further to do with foreigners. For this direct violation of our treaty rights I most earnestly make
request for the punishment of the two men, the Ponkoan and the Yamen runner. This with the
return of the money extorted, either by the Government or by the Ponkoan will, I feel sure, prevent
endless troubles in the future and will secure but what justice demands for their unlawful deeds.
May I suggest too that unless some involvement is to be made looking towards the toleration of
Christianity, that the Legation refrain from notifying the government of their position that the treaty
does not give the right to preach the Gospel or provide protection for native Christians.
Punishment upon the officials for violation of the rights of employees will have a deterrent effect
upon the persecution of Christians until religious toleration can be secured, while the admission on
the part of the Legations that they will do nothing to protect Christians will simply let loose a horde
of Yamen runners upon all those who have professed Christianity.

You will find us ready to obey all laws and treaty provisions in every respect and ready to

make reparations wherever and whenever we may contravene them but at the same time we ask
that all our rights be carefully guarded and that so far as possible all privileges granted to other
nations be secured for us. Believing that these officials have violated the treaty we especially seek
their punishment as otherwise in the mere exercise of our right to travel we shall be constantly left

without protection and subject to the insult from the Yamen runners who will feel that they have
nominal permission from officials to interfere with us and cause us trouble. Unless this case is

used in order to emphasize the fact that officials who violate treaty rights will be held to a strict

account we shall see a repetition of troubles wherever a foreign hating official obtains a little

power. Believing that you are ready to do for us all that you possibly can I beg leave to lay before

you the above facts & suggestions.

Should the Korean Government raise any questions as to this property may I ask for an

opportunity to meet and talk with you about it before the Legation gives to the Government the

facts as I have presented them to you. I should not wish to give to the Government the facts with

reference to the three trustees in Seoul - unless there was need to do so - for fear that they would be

needlessly exposed to mistreatment or injustice because of their connection with us.

With kindest regards,

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea June 1, 1894 Graham Lee

Dear Father:-

We are still boarding. Blanche and I are with Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Webb is with Mrs. Gilford.

At present we are looking for a house and have some prospects in view. Blanche and I would be

willing to board for a while, but poor Mrs. Webb feels so lonesome and homesick that we are anxious

to get into a house of our own. If we went to house-keeping now, [we] would have to do it \v ith

borrowed property, as our things will not be here until sometime in the fall.

Korean affairs are in a somewhat troubled state just at present. In the next province below the

one in which we are, a rebellion is in progress. The people have endured the oppression ot the official

class as long as they could and have risen against them. Soldiers have been sent to the seat ot the

trouble but haven’t been able to put down the rebellion yet. In fact, in the engagements between the

rebels and soldiers the rebels have been successful. Just heard a report this morning that the rebels had

beaten the soldiers and captured a large town and had burned the official buildings, telegraph office,

etc. This town is about 160 miles from here and is the place where Mr. and Miss Tate ot the Southern

Presbyterian Mission spent two months this spring. They just returned a short time since. W hat this

rebellion is going to grow into we can’t tell. The mass of the people all over the country hate the

official class and would be glad to see them all killed off. The success of these rebels may cause the

people to rise in other provinces and if they do I’m afraid a good many ot ticial heads may go.
^

Whether the rebels will come to Seoul or not remains to be seen. If they do come we foreigners don t

anticipate any trouble from them. Their quarrel is not with the foreigners, but with the official class^

Should there be any trouble here our gunboats would be called and they would give us protection. \ ou

may hear reports about this trouble. Don’t let them cause you worry on our account.

In Pyeng Yang too, there has been trouble, but of a different nature. There is a governor up

there who hates foreigners and Christian,ty. This spring Dr. Hall of the Methodist Mission took his

wife up to Pyeng Yang for a short stay. This stirred up the governor who evidently thought they had

come up to settle. He didn’t dare to do anything to the foreigners so he began to persecute the native

helpers Our helper and the Methodist helper were taken, beaten, imprisoned, put in stocks and at last

puOn the death cell. Crowds gathered about the house in which Dr. Hall was living and Dr. asked tor

protection from the governor which was refused. Dr. Hall kept the telegraph wires hot tor a time

keeping us posted in regard to the progress of affairs. We appealed to the American Minister and

Britishconsul with such good effect that Mr. Governor received a sharp telegram from the Korean

government telling him to release the prisoners immediately. This he did and since then matters have

been quiet While
8
the trouble was on, Dr. Hall and wife were alone m Pyeng Yang. As soon as we

received the news Messrs. Moffett and McKenzie started post haste for Pyeng Yang making the trip m

sedan chairs ^ndiree days. The distance is some 160 or 170 miles which ,s pretty good time for chair-

men to make All is quiet now and we are waiting to see what is going to be the outcome. Mrs. a

hasVtarted home. Dr Hall will remain some time yet and Moffett expects to stay all summer.

Blanche sends lots of love to you all, as I do the same.

Your affectionate son,

Graham Lee

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

My Dear Gifford:

June 29, 1894 Samuel Austin Moffett

Thanks for your letter. 1 hope P.Y. [Pyeng Yang] affairs now promise satisfactory

conclusion. See [Graham] Lee for any news on that subject. As to the address and the reply. The

reply is amusing certainly - - ridiculous, in fact. Have just written a letter to Scranton in reply to

his report of Bible Committee and Board of Translation meetings. I can best answer your letter by

copying what I wrote him, as follows:

The address says “we deprecate all discussion of the ‘term question’. The reply simply

invites to a discussion. However the amusing features do not prevent me from taking a most

serious view of the injury the attitude of the Board of Translators will entail. I am glad you let me

know that some one reports me as looking upon you as the source of the trouble on the term

question. I have never so stated nor never so thought. I do believe and have so stated that as we

did have, so should we have had perfect harmony (S.P.G. [Anglican Mission] excepted) if Dr.

Underwood and you had not upon your return from America taken a position in opposition to that

which was then held by all on the field.

I do not in the least question your perfect liberty to use any term you please and to advocate

it, but those who ask others to give up their preferences now in order to secure harmony, refused to

give up their preference then and created lack of harmony. 1 have read your letter carefully and

while I think you believe yourself ready to make sacrifices for the sake of harmony - the only

harmony you have in mind or think possible (your letter certainly read so) is union upon *2 * . I

believe with you that the spirit of harmony should control us - but it is perfectly evident that it does

not. The Board of Translators think discussion and agitation of the question promises harmony. I

do not so believe and sincerely deprecate discussion, knowing that it is apt to injure our work more

than the injury it will receive from the use of a half dozen terms for God.

The Board of Translators I understand was appointed to translate the Scriptures, not to

harmonize the views of the missionaries on the “term question”. Thinking that the address was

designed to facilitate the translation and to avoid the trouble which has arisen in China from the

agitation of the subject, not from the use of the terms, I signed it. You and I are both seeking

Divine guidance as to the position we take and as to the ways in which we use the time and

strength God has given us. If you and others think it profitable to spend time and energy on this

discussion I certainly hope I am not going to set myself up to judge you in this matter, much as I

may regret that your course is such.

There are so many of us satisfied to go ahead and use the term now in use and so many who

intend to ask for an edition with one of these terms that it seems to me useless for the Board to

spend its time on that question. When those opposed to the term now most largely in use unite

upon some other term unobjectionable (though not preferred) to others - 1 should think harmony

would come naturally.

Now then Brother Gifford - that is my answer to your question, “What do you think of the

whole matter?” I say drag it. We have stated our views and intentions. They know we will not
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unite on ft . When they unite on another term - if we have anything to say we can say it. L ntil

then, what is the use of saying anything or doing anything. Talk about harmony - from those who

created disharmony is nonsense.

Certainly there will be more harm than good done by calling a meeting to discuss the

question. Let’s down and keep out of discussion. We will not unite with them on tt

.

Can

the one who objects to
e

[
•
L
" or c$

E
tl unite on any other term? If so, after they so state, we can

say what we have to say, if anything.

Their action (The Board) was to stick to ^ -tt- although they now know that it can not insure

harmony. Let them reconsider that action and leave the term a blank for the present if they

sincerely want harmony.

To Mrs. Gifford please give my thanks for her reply to my note. Exam of the catechumens

in Chinese and Eun Mun [Korean phonetic script] shows that the Eun Mun is not a translation of

the Chinese - but a translation materially altered - a la Hymn Book.

[I] should prefer to see price of the Geography put low even though we lose - say 150

cash With kind regards. Am sweltering - but guess I will have to stick it out tor awhile.

The governor says he has received no orders from Seoul and is mad. He is a mean duffer - flays

the King - hates foreigners and Christians and will make trouble if he can.

Sent order for 500,000 [?] cash the other day.

Regards to all -

Yours sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea June 29, 1894 Graham Lee

Dear Mother and all the dear folks at home:-

I suppose by this time that you must have read many reports about the threatened war in

this country. There isn’t any war as yet but there may be before the Japs take their soldiers out ot

this country. The affair began in this way. The people in one ot the provinces down south got

tired of enduring the oppression of the official class and rose in rebellion. Soldiers were sent down

from here to quell the rebellion, but the rebels were too much for the soldiers. 1 he king became

frightened and so asked the Chinese to send in soldiers to help him. The Chinese complied and

sent in several hundred soldiers and the rebellion was put down. We thought all was quiet when

suddenly Japanese soldiers began to appear on the scene. They established themselves in

Chemulpo and then marched on to Seoul and now they are very strongly posted in and about the

city.

The Japs say that when China landed soldiers in Korea she broke her treaty with Japan and

so the Japs claim that they have a right to land soldiers and they have done it too, toi there arc

several thousand in the country now. It looks very much as if Japan was strutting around with a

stick on her shoulder daring China to fight. If China wants to fight it looks very much as if we

were going to have trouble.

Poor old Korea is much like a bone between two hungry dogs. She can t fight herself and

all she can do is to wait to see what is to become of her. If Japan and China do begin fighting

England will doubtless help China and if so then Russia will doubtless side with Japan, and if these

two countries get at it, it may bring on the long looked for European war. If there should be war

we have no fears for our personal safety. Of course if things got too hot here we might have to

leave for a while. I hope you have not been worrying about us. I know how hard it is for you to

get the true facts from the reports in the home papers.

At present we are keeping house in a small house belonging to the Methodist Mission. It is

small but nevertheless we are very comfortable. We have four rooms, one of which we use as

bedroom library, sitting room and parlor. Mrs. Webb has a room eight feet wide and sixteen feet

long Most of our household goods are borrowed. Our friends were very kind to us and loaned us

whatever we needed. Dr. & Mrs. Scranton with their three little girls were over the other evening

and one of them in looking around, made a very characteristic remark for a child. She hadn’t seen

Mrs. Webb’s bedroom and when she saw our bed she asked in her innocent manner, “Do you and

Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Webb all sleep in the same bed?” I suppose it was a problem in her mind to

know how we disposed of ourselves in our little box house.

Blanche has a great time with the language and servants. She gives her orders to the cook

in a mixture of Korean and English and she never can tell what she is going to have for the next

meal Sometimes things come out as she orders them and sometimes they don’t. She makes

ridiculous mistakes as we all do. The other day she wanted to tell the boy to bring in the beef

gravy and instead she told him to bring in the cat gravy, all of which afforded amusement to the

Koreans.
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The weather is getting quite warm but as long as one keeps out of the sun and keeps quiet

you can get along very comfortably. Just now as 1 am writing, a most delightful breeze is blowing

which makes the house very comfortable.

We have a nice verandah, some eight feet wide and fourteen feet long, which makes a

splendid place to sit of an afternoon, as it is well shaded. I have our hammock swung up there and

we take lots of comfort out of it.

By last mail I received a nice letter from you. In the same mail came an envelope which

was supposed to contain some kind of invitation, wedding card or something but it contained

nothing. It had the inside envelope which was addressed to Mr. & Mrs. Lee but that contained

nothing. It seems like somewhat of a joke to have an envelope cover clear from America w ith

nothing in it. Perhaps Ella Blakesley is to be married and this was supposed to contain the

invitation.

I’m so glad you think so much of niy little wife. She is the sweetest dearest girl, always

happy and jolly and always ready to do anything for her husband. I too wish you might see more

of her. Now I must get this ready for the mail.

With ever so much love to all from both of us. Mrs. Webb also wishes to be remembered.

Your loving son,

Graham

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Fusan, Korea William M. BairdJuly 4, 1894

My Dear Brother, [letter to his brother, John Baird, a professor at Hanover College, Indiana]

I suppose you are hearing all kinds of wild reports from the newspapers. I received a

clipping the other day from which one might have inferred that all Korea was in a wild uproar. We
do not know this time how big an affair this is going to amount to, but 1 think it means war. China

violated the treaty made ten years ago by sending in troops into this country ostensibly at the

request of the Korean government. The government was so weak that they seemed unable to cope

with a few unarmed rebels. As a result China (either asked or unasked) sent in a large body of

troops to Chemulpo [Inchon]. China has also violated treaty during all these ten years by claiming

Korea as a tribute nation. Japan surrendered claim to tribute ten years ago and demands that China

shall abide by the treaty and recognize Korea’s independence. Whether Japan has ambitious

schemes to get possession of Korea or whether she simply resists the encroachments of China, or

whether she wishes to open up more ports and correct some abuses of the Korean government by

establishing a better one nobody seems to know. They keep their own counsel. At any rate they

are sending in boat load after boat load of troops. They are well drilled, well officered and well

armed and as brave and plucky as soldiers could well be.

Both China and Japan have fine ships of war - as good as the very best owned by England

and America. The discipline of the Japanese troops is probably very superior to that of the

Chinese. I look for either a speedy peace which will grant Japan almost all she wants or else a war

which shall be a pretty thorough test of the prowess of the two powers. Whether Russia will stand

off and take no part is rather doubtful. She may wait and wage her war with the victor. I expect

good to come out of the conflict in any case, unless Russia gets possession of the country. Korea

has reached the last degree of misrule and oppression. Things could not well be worse here than

they are. They can offer no resistance to any power that wishes to take them. There is no

movement on foot from within to benefit things. There is no hope of any improvement coming

from within. If Japan gets possession, or if she does not want that, if she gets her wish, the result

will probably be more ports opened up, a decent kind of money introduced, some faint attempt at

roads and general improvement, and we hope some system of education and some desire to learn a

little of what the world is doing. In the mean time we await the events of the next few weeks or

months with considerable interest.

We are in no danger of any kind. We never have been in any danger from the Koreans -

you can regard all reports you read on that subject as mere wind written to fill up the newspaper by

some one who either had never seen Korea or who had never talked with Koreans. The Japanese

are very friendly and gentlemanly, and would protect us if we needed it. We see little of the

trouble here. Occasionally a number of ships pass by conveying soldiers to Chemulpo. We have

one or two Men of War [a battleship] here all the time. About six hundred Japanese soldiers are

stationed in Fusan. It is virtually a military possession. No other soldiers are here. The main body

of the troops of both nations is in Chemulpo. They are preparing to erect a military telegraph line

from here to Seoul in place of the one which is in the Koreans’ hands. If they accomplish it, it will

mean virtual possession of the country from here to Seoul. I will only say, however alarming

reports you hear, don’t believe the half of them until they are confirmed. We regard ourselves as

perfectly safe and go about our business without knowing or seeing very much of the belligerents.
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I commenced this letter to father, but since I have written so much about war it may alarm

him, so I shall send it to you. I hope something will come of this which will be for the benefit of
poor downtrodden Korea.

We are well. The Irvins are still sick. This climate seems hard on them. I was bitterly

disappointed awhile ago. I went to find the beautiful silk flag which you had sent me and found
that, like many another possession which 1 value above money, it had been pilfered by some
Korean who was charmed by its bright colors, and will not know any higher use for it than to

decorate his person. Thank the Lord, there is a brighter world where thieves do not break through
and steal.

We are sitting alone in the study. Two years ago tonight we sat alone, and before morning
Rosie was born. Now we sit alone again. I wonder if Annie is thinking about it. She is pretty

lonely these days. [Their little Nancy Rose “Rosie” had died on May 13
,h

, 1894. She was almost 2

years old.]

Your brother,

Will Baird

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyongyang, Korea July 6, 1894 S.A. Moffett

My Dear Gifford:

Wrote and sold an order on you for 5000 nyangs Seoul cash but it was brought back some

days after - saying that word had come to send no orders to Seoul bought from foreigners. It was

government money and whether the order came from Seoul or from this governor I am not sure.

Have thought it possible that the governor here did it, thinking he would prevent me from getting

money and would thus drive me out. Fortunately I had 3 silver shoes and if he had any such

scheme it will not work. Am provided with money to stay all summer, I think - and it looks as tho

I were going to stay here that long or at least until another foreigner arrives. Wish however you

would buy another silver shoe with my money and have it on hand to send by courier any time 1

may call for it.

It has been raining heavily here for a week.

Kindest regards

Sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

[According to F.S. Miller in his book, Dawn in Korea ,
these shoes were pieces of silver the shape

and almost the size of the shoes the Chinese women used to wear. Moffett (or perhaps Gifford)

had bought them of Yuan Shi Kai, then Chinese resident in Seoul, through Tang Shao Yi,

afterward Yuan’s right hand man and statesman of China.]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea July 12, 1894 S.A. Moffett

My Dear Gifford:

In accordance with my letter to Dr. Hall please pay to him at his request

whatever sum he asks for up to $256.72. Also please pay to Dr. Underwood the

amount of 1 60,000 Seoul cash - the amount he advanced for chair coolies when

Mr. McKenzie & I left for Pyeng Yang. At the rate I received money from Governor

(3400 Seoul cash to the dollar) this would be $47.06 - but pay Dr. U. in dollars

whatever he paid out in dollars at the time he gave me the cash.

For couriers, etc., pay [Graham] Lee at any time whatever he calls upon you

for. To meet these you will probably not have sufficient funds on hand so I will

make my July order payable to you instead of giving you another check on bank.

Am glad to get this money and will be glad to have the whole transaction finally

settled.

Am too well supplied with money here now, so for some time to come will

have no need to send any orders to you. The silver shoe I asked you to purchase,

please deposit with Miller - or if not yet purchased, do not get it at all.

When you find my requests getting too burdensome just squeal a little bit

and I'll let up.

Am hoping that now the P.Y. church will have peace and a chance to grow,

tho one cannot be sure what these villainous Yamen runners will be up to.

Sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea July 19, 1994 Samuel Austin Moffett

My Dear Gifford:

Yours of the 12
th & 13

th
gladly received. Thanks for calling to mind the fact that 1 am

Scotch-Irish. I feel more like “sticking to it” than ever and have summoned all my grit tor the

summer campaign. Wish I knew the Seoul situation - all sorts of rumors fly about here and 1 know

not just what may be going on. Will take Mr. Sill’s remark to [Graham] Lee [Sill was the U.S.

Government Minister to Korea] as leaving me perfectly free to do as I please - and while you need

say nothing to [Horace] Allen or anybody else about my movements - you can look for me in Seoul

when you see me - not later than the Annual Meeting, at any rate.

Am feeling all right this week and while it is too hot to do much work and the people are

too much disquieted by the “war” yet our meetings are growing in interest and one by one others

are getting interested.

Now if everyone else will follow you and “drop the term question”, all well and good.

Hurrah for the new recruits - doctor and nurse. Hope they will get out in time for the

meeting and before the “war” is over.

What about “Native Council” this year? Are there any plans for it? I want my men to get

the benefit of contact with Saw [Sang-Yun] and others for awhile and unless I hear to the contrary

propose to bring them up when I go.

When you write again - please give me an account of the Tract Society - what tracts are out,

what ordered printed, etc.

I see Sneed did himself credit in Southern Assembly and that Donaldson was heard from at

Saratoga. Taylor has resigned and will stay in America. Leonard’s movements are uncertain.

Kindest regards to Mrs. G. and to yourself,

Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

[see note below from F.S. Miller’s book. Dawn in Korea

]

(In returning to Seoul he had to pass through the Chinese and the Japanese armies and the lawless

SSSSen. and it was a joyful day when Kum Doli, Dr. Moffett’s boy, came into Chongdong,

Seoul, and announced that Dr. Moffett was coming over Peking Pass.)

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea July 26, 1894 S.A. Moffett

Dear Brother Gifford:

Am still here and Micawber- like am waiting for something to turn up. [Micawber is a

character in Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield who always thinks that something is about to turn

up just as his last hope is being snatched away] Rumors are thick enough to make clouds which I

suppose accounts for all the rain we have been having - or perhaps the Japs have been firing

enough guns around Seoul to bring down the rain.

I hear everything but know nothing and just what is going to occur I am sure 1 know not.

People here are getting scared and fleeing by the hundreds and the officials are supposed to be

rattled. As yet I have not gotten scared a bit and don’t suppose I will but if the Japs come from

Seoul and the Chinese from Eui Ju as they are reported doing and meet here for a battle possibly 1

too will get up and run. However, seriously, my duty seems to be here and the Lords reigns so 1 do

not fear anything beyond what He orders.

I hope to hear before long that all is quiet and settled to the good of the Koreans and when

the summer is over and Annual Meeting comes round - we will have a good time talking over

things and preparing for a new campaign under more favorable circumstances.

Send me word by bearer of the situation. Did you receive package of letters with order for

7500 cash a few days ago?

Kindest regards to all -

Sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea July 30, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

We are in the midst of a great crisis in the affairs of Korea and our prayer is

that the end may be for the good of the Lord's work. I am in receipt this morning
of news by Courier which informs me that the Japanese have taken the palace and
are in complete possession of Seoul. Doubtless you will hear full details from those
in Seoul. What I want to write you of in order that affairs relating to Pyeng Yang
may be clearly before you, is concerning the persecution here - the redress obtained

and the present situation. I can only touch upon it briefly as the Courier leaves for

Seoul shortly.

In May I went up to Seoul for a few days and soon after I left here Dr. &
Mrs. Hall of the M.E. Mission came in here - They had been here but 3 days when
their assistant and my helper Han were arrested, beaten, thrown into prison and

threatened with death. Dr. Hall telegraphed us in Seoul and the legations British &
U.S. responded promptly demanding the release of the men. It was two days

before their release was secured and then only after a beating and the demand that

they give up Christianity and all connection with foreigners. Our men witnessed a

good confession and stood the persecution nobly. As soon as I had attended to all

business with the legations I started for Pyeng Yang, Mr. Mackenzie accompanying

me and here we found things in pretty serious shape. The underlings of the

officials had stirred up the trouble and were doing all they could to make it

unpleasant & dangerous for foreigners here. Dr. Hall's house was stoned and Mr.

Mackenzie and I were stoned thrice on the streets in front of the Mayor's office. It

was apparently done by the underlings with the sympathy of the officials who
afforded no protection tho called upon to do so.

The telegraph was freely used and in time quiet secured. Then began

negotiations through the Legation for redress and the punishment of the offenders.

Dr. & Mrs. Hall left the first of June and I remained here in order to protect our

Christians who were threatened with death just as soon as the foreigners should

leave. Have remained since then tho I had hoped to get to Eui Ju for the

[summer?].

Of course there was delay in getting any satisfaction from the government

and I did not think it safe to leave our men until punishment of the offending parties

was secured.

About the 1st of July the difficulties with Japan began and then our Legation

secured attention to our case. The result was the nominal punishment of the men

(the governor being in sympathy with them making their punishment as light as

possible) and the payment of $500.00 silver to cover amount extorted from our
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Christians and the expenses of telegrams, trips from Seoul, etc. Still feeling it

unsafe to leave the men - as I knew the governor was provoked that he had been
forced to punish the men and return the money against his will -

I was preparing to

spend the summer here if I could endure the heat and malaria until some foreigner

could relieve me. The difficulty with the Japanese continued to become more &
more serious until the whole country had become excited. The crisis was reached

a week ago and with it has come alarming rumors of expected battles here which
have so frightened people that for several days the city has been wild with

excitement. Chinese troops are coming from the North and Japanese troops are

reported as coming from Seoul. People have been fleeing to the mountains -

women crying, everybody excited and preparing for war. The fact that I have

stayed with our men has strengthened their faith and in the midst of the

excitement and terror they have been witnessing to the power of faith in God to

sustain them.

Word from Seoul advises me to leave but after careful thought I have

concluded to stay. The Lord placed me here knowing what was coming - our little

band will become demoralized if I leave and my work is here. I have been urging

the men here to trust God and not worry - surely I can do the same.

I have faith to believe that the result of all will be to give us wider

opportunities to advance the Lord's work here.

Recent letters from home place at my disposal sufficient to furnish us with a

first class dispensary building with several rooms for in-patients. Thus my prayer

for a Hospital here is answered. Now for the right physician whom the Lord will

send just as soon as the way is clear to begin work. I write you confidentially on

the subject of a physician for I should deem it a misfortune to our promising work

here should Dr. Vinton be sent. At the same time I cannot vote to send him to

Fusan - tho that is evidently the desire of the Board -
I do not think the Mission will

consent to send him to a station outside of Seoul.

Dr. Avison's place is in Seoul tho we all want him. Dr. Irvin is at present in

Fusan and while I should be delighted to have him sent here - Fusan has the first

claim - and will probably get him.

Now can you not send us another physician just as soon as these troubles

are over and the way clear for one to settle in PyengYang? I feel sure that the Lord

who has answered so many of our prayers for this place has somewhere in training

just the right man for the work here.

I cannot ask that you should write answers to all the letters which we must

write if we desire to keep you posted but I should be glad to have a letter from you
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bearing upon the question of a physician for Pyeng Yang. The right sort of a man
will be a great power in our work and my heart is set upon getting a man with

whom Mr. Lee and I can co-operate in securing spiritual results from his work. The

man for this work ought to have a special training in surgery and in diseases of the

eye. A man in love with his profession but still more in love with God is the ideal

man for the place. Can you not give us encouragement to expect such a man
soon.

My man from Eui Ju was up a few days ago and brings good reports

especially of the work amongst the women.

Have received the appropriations for the year and also the request to

economize as much as is possible.

Grateful for the means of carrying on the work. Will do all I can to make it

reach as far as possible. With kindest regards,

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

During these troubled times we can never be sure of what awaits us. If at any

time a cable message should reach you concerning me kindly communicate it at

once to my mother or brother at Madison, Indiana.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #45)



Seoul, Korea August 1, 1894 Cadwallader Cuit> Vinton

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Since I wrote you some ten days ago Seoul station has been in the midst of war but has been
mercifully preserved from harm or loss of property. Monday morning, July 23

rd
, the Japanese forces in

Seoul took possession rapidly of the palace and houses of the principal officials, nearly all members of the
Min family. There was not much fighting. Some thirty Koreans and four Japanese lost their lives, and
apparently but few were wounded. Large numbers of the city’s population fled, but some have already
returned. Of course the Korean government is temporarily in abeyance and there are many rumors as to

what the Japanese will attempt in the way of reorganizing it. We all hope for a cleaner administration than
that of the past, and one under which this downtrodden people may have some incentive to rise. Under
Japanese coercion the Korean king has declared war upon China. A force of probably five thousand
Chinese is at Ah-San seventy miles southwest of here, and the Japanese forces in the city are being
constantly drawn upon for reinforcements to the army which has beleaguered them. At sea the Japanese
have sunk one Chinese gunboat and captured another. A week ago yesterday they sunk off Chemulpo an
English steamer acting as a Chinese transport. With her went down fifteen hundred Chinese troops a

German in charge of them, and the entire crew of the ship including eight Englishmen. Beside these, five

Chinese merchant steamers have fallen into the hands of the Japanese. In Seoul we go about freely. In the

country there is no authority and robbers are numerous. The foreign community is protected by the marines

of five foreign nations: England, France, Germany, Russia and the United States.

The air has been full of rumors, most of which turn out a few days later to be without foundation.

Many of them take the form of large bodies of Chinese coming from various quarters to burn Seoul. It may
be noted that while the Chinese have blustered and threatened much, they have done nothing thus far, while

the Japanese have said little and done much. The rebellion in the south bums at fever heat. It is true the

Chinese quelled it for a few days but that was the beginning of the difficulty; and their troops were obliged

to march north at once to meet the Japanese, taking position at Ah San. Despite the reports in American

newspapers, it was a Chinese gunboat which lay off the southern coast two months ago, and although the

Baltimore was sent here by orders from Washington, she has done nothing more notable than to be off

Chemulpo and send fifty of her marines up here for our protection.

We are somewhat anxious for the members of Pyeng Yang and Gensan stations. From Mr. Moffett

nothing has been heard for nearly a month. On the 23
rd
the Japanese cut all telegraph wires, so we can

neither telegraph him nor cable you. A courier was immediately dispatched to inform Moffett of the

occurrences here and to tell him that the governor of Pyeng An has become an irresponsible magnate to

whose fury he and the Christians about him were exposed for a time without protection. We hope soon to

see him here, but he may be in the hands of Chinese troops or of that governor.

From Gensan, too, we have failed to hear for some three weeks. Rumor has it that that place has

been sacked by the Chinese and all Japanese killed. From here a force of Japanese started overland for

Gensan last week. Were the Japanese in possession, communication would be kept up as it is with other

points held by them. So we fear the rumor is true in part, at least.

Lack of provisions threatens us, but we are trying to supply ourselves from various sources.

Very sincerely yours,

C.C. Vinton

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea Correspondence,

microfilm reel #178, Vol. 5, letter #41)



Fusan, Korea August 10, 1894 William M. Baird

My Dear Brother,

The situation here has not changed since 1 wrote last. The Chinese and Japanese have had
several engagements. From all I can learn the Japanese have been victors. They were the first in

getting their troops on the field. An English transport vessel bringing 1500 Chinese troops to

Korea was sunk. Since then the Japanese have been careful about taking their troops around the

coast to Chemulpo. Most of the troops are landed here and march overland to Seoul. Fifteen or
twenty thousand have landed in sight of my house and marched past on their way to the seat of
war. They are well behaved and apparently were drilled and armed. I cannot say that I want a

Japanese victory, but I should prefer that to a Chinese victory. A Japanese victory would mean a

great deal of egotistical boasting and strutting on the part of the Japanese and probably a much
better state of things for Korea. A Chinese victory would mean a return to the traditions of the

past, a confirmed belief in the powers and impotence of China, and little hope of any
improvement in Korea for a long time to come. The missionaries are all standing by their posts.

The electric light men and all the host of secular people are in a great state of trepidation. Some
have left, spreading wild tales as they went. One went from Seoul back to America. His name is

Powers. If you see any reports from him you need not believe them.

The weather here these days is intensely hot and dry. I pity the poor soldiers who are

compelled to march in the heat. Another year of drouth would be a great calamity to this people.

1 send within a money order on New York for one hundred and six dollars gold. Please

apply fifty dollars in payment of the principal of what I owe you and the remaining fifty six

dollars is in payment of the interest for the year just closing. I hope it will reach you safely.

Please let me know. In these troublous times we do not know whether our letters are being safely

delivered or not.

What about the newspaper (Missionary) ? I suppose your Presbyterial meeting will be

held about the time this reaches you. I hope you will reach some decision leading to the

publishing of such a paper.

At this time of year I get a great many requests for missionary letters. Were there such a

paper I could simply refer to it and save the trouble of writing many letters. If that paper is

published please send a copy of it to Miss Pinkie Dorhigs, Brownington, Missouri in addition to

those whose names I gave in the list which I sent to presbytery.

Day before yesterday another Korean said that he had repented of his sins, that he

believed in Jesus and so he desired baptism. Pray that those who believe may be lights to shine

in the darkness. The character of the early believers will determine, to some extent, that of the

later believers. We long for earnest, honest, energetic, spiritual Christians.

Your brother,

William M. Baird

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea August 13, 1894 Daniel L. Gifford

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood,-

I was much pleased the other day to receive once again a good letter from you bearing

the date of June 15th. Speaking of the government hospital, 1 had not written you before because

1 knew that Dr. Allen had written & Dr. Avison assured me that he was going to write, & they

knew the inside facts better than 1 did. Dr. Avison was practically forced out of the hospital by

the treatment of the officials. When the Dr. took the hospital in charge, he with the aid of Dr.

Allen, then charge d’affaires at our Legation, had a new contract drawn up with the government,

not one condition of which was kept by the government officials. Dr. Avison was working with

all his might to make a success of the hospital, & this, among other things, is the way they

treated him. The government had granted him the house formerly occupied by Mr. Bunker [an

American teacher in the Government School], & then forced him out to make room for another

foreigner in Korean employ. The Dr. went down to the country to see a sick patient, Sc on his

return he found two Japanese families, all of whom were in perfect health, quartered with all

their pots & kettles, in a couple of wards intended for the care of the sick; & these had been sent

there to live by order of the pres, of the hospital. This brought the matter to a climax. Dr.

Avison at once sent in his resignation; & then asked Sc secured the sanction of the entire Seoul

station together with Mr. Moffett, then in Seoul. Dr. Allen, 1 am told, had advised him a month

before to resign from the hospital; but he had held on hoping for better things. Now that the

country & government are under the control of the Japanese, 1 myself look to see the hospital Sc

the other positions filled by foreigners, pass into the hands of citizens of Japan.

The Pyeng Yang affair has turned out finely. The trouble arose, you will remember, in

connection with Dr. Hall taking his family to Pyeng Yang. Dr. Hall is a British subject working

under an American Mission. Also, Mr. Moffett’s helper had met with mistreatment in the

trouble. So both the English & American Legations had to do with the settlement of the affair.

The first stage of the fight was won by the English minister. Then, as you know, he ordered Dr.

Hall to bring his family to Seoul, & give up the house he was in. But he did try to get

punishment on the offenders, & failed. The second stage of the fight was won by the American

Legation, acting on a plan of campaign given them by Mr. Moffett. Mr. Moffett s keenness was

never displayed to better advantage than in this Pyeng Yang affair, though to what extent he was

helped by Dr. Scranton, the shrewd Supt. of the M.E. Mission, then in Pyeng Yang, I cannot say.

Mr. Moffett had all along been on his guard to keep strictly within the treaty. Mr. Moffett

waived the property phase of the question, & took his stand upon the fact that contrary to treaty

his employee had been mistreated. Back of the Governor, yet acting with his sanction, were

three under-officials, the cause of all the trouble, a yamen runner named Kim (the chief culprit),

the acting “pangwan” (mayor), & the chief of police, their animating motive being the extortion

of money from the foreigner or from those connected with him as helpers or Christian adherents.

And Mr Moffett wanted these men punished. The American Legation took up the case Sc

brought it to the attention of the Foreign Office, who promptly put it in a pigeon hole & let it

stay there Sometime later the Japanese came in, Sc the Korean government in its perplexity had

some favors it wanted to ask of the American Legation, but the Legation replied that it could not

listen to anything until the Pyeng Yang case was settled for them. Then the wheels of justice set

to work with real celerity. The acting pangwan being a Seoul man, brought there by the
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Governor, & a personal friend of his, escaped without punishment. But the other two suffered
mild corporal punishment & had to pay a fine of S500.00 (Mexican). This sum was handed over
to Mr. Moffett, in payment of the telegraphing & special trips rendered necessary by the affair

on the part of both missions, together with the sums extorted from the helpers & other Christians

in Pyeng Yang. It is said that since pro-Japanese officials have been put into office, the

Governor of Pyeng Yang has been recalled & another man sent to take his place. Mr. Moffett

writes that since the punishment was inflicted, all opposition has ceased & everything is serene

in Pyeng Yang. He has pluckily stayed there all summer in spite of the fact that the country has

been in a state of war & he was 180 miles away from any protection. He felt that in the interests

of the work it was his duty to stay there.

Others have been writing you about the war, so I will only add a word. Japan has been

taking Korea under its protection as England did Egypt. They say they want to reform the

country & in time put it upon its feet as a truly independent country. They have seized the

capital, the palace & the person of the King, & have driven out of power the former high

officials. The Tai Won Kun, father of the King, has been made (virtual) Prime Minister, & pro-

Japanese officials are in control of the government offices. One land & one naval battle have

been fought between the Chinese & Japanese, in which the latter were victorious. Japanese

troops have been sent north to meet the Chinese supposed to be coming over-land via Eui Ju &
Pyeng Yang. The latest report is that the Japanese fleet, followed by the English fleet, has gone

over to China & we shall soon probably hear of a battle fought off the coast of China, or

somewhere on the road to Peking between the Chinese & Japanese troops. What we are praying

for is that out of all this, good shall in some way come to Korea. Everything is at present quiet

in Seoul. English, Russian, German & American troops guard their several legations. We, of

course, have been unable to get out of the city during the summer & there has been in

consequence considerable sickness, though 1 am happy to say, nothing serious has so far

resulted. With our kindest regards,

Yours Sincerely,

D.L. Gifford

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 5, letter #44)



Seoul, Korea Aug. 27, 1 894 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

The hot weather of the summer is nearly over for which we are all duly

grateful.

The Lord has been with us and most of us have kept well in spite of the

horrible smells and poisonous atmosphere of this filthy city. Poor Dr. Vinton and

wife have had a heavy trial in the loss of their baby boy. The conduct of the Dr.

and his wife at the grave where we laid the little one away was a great object

lesson to the on-looking Koreans for it showed how Christian parents could bear

their sorrow. If Dr. and Mrs. Vinton could only have gotten away to the mountains

somewhere even for a few days the little one's life might have been spared, but the

war prevented that.

At present Mrs. Webb, Mrs. Lee and I are living in the house in which Dr.

Irvin was for a short time. It belongs, as you know, to the Methodist Mission. Mr.

Bunker and wife are expected back in the spring and are to occupy this house.

Where we are to live then, I'm sure I don't know. No one knows when we will be

able to go to Pyeng Yang. I would that we might be able to go soon for I am
certainly anxious to get away from Seoul. Here in the foreign settlement is a most

unsatisfactory place to study language or do missionary work of any kind. I long

for the time when I can be settled in my own house and have my own work.

Part of the time this summer I have spent looking after some work going on

at that property purchased for the new Girls' School site. There was some grading

to be done, a well to be dug and some repairs to be made on a Korean building now

on the place. The work has so far progressed there that with a further outlay of

fifty or a hundred dollars silver the Korean houses can be put in such repair that the

ladies can move the school over immediately. There will be room for three ladies

and the little girls. Of course these quarters can only do as a makeshift until the

other houses are built. In regard to this property let me say a word. It is a most

admirable piece of property in every way. The location for work is fine and the site

is as healthful as you could expect to find in Seoul. Should the Board refuse to

allow us to move the school over there, I think a great mistake would be made and

certainly our opportunities for work would be very greatly lessened.

Of course you have the latest war news. We don't apprehend any personal

danger unless the Japanese should be driven back on Seoul. Should such be the

case, and should the Chinese try to take the city we might have to take our

chances from a stray bullet or shell that might come our way.

Moffett returned from Pyeng Yang all right and gladdened our hearts by a
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sight of him. He is a missionary from skin to marrow, a man whom it is a great
privilege to know. He stood his ground when there is no doubt but that he was in

great personal danger, and would not leave his little "flock" until sure he had the

Lord's orders to go. I count it a great privilege to be associated with such a man in

my work out here. Should the way open up this fall, Moffett and I will start for

Pyeng Yang but at present it looks very doubtful about our being able to go.

Should the Japanese win a victory up there and take the city we may be able to

go.

This fall and winter if we are not able to go to Pyeng Yang, I expect to spend
part of my time in the village near at hand. It is absolutely necessary for me to be

out among the people to learn this horrible language. Where we are we meet very

few Koreans, and consequently don't make as good progress as if we had our own
house where we could have in as many people as we wished.

Mrs. Lee wishes to send her kindest regard to you.

Most sincerely,

Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #46)



Seoul, Korea August 27, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

It has not been from neglect on my part that you have heard nothing from

me concerning the recent affairs at Pyeng Yang. The bearer of letters giving an

account of the whole affair fell into the hands of robbers and the letters never

reached Seoul.

I am glad to know that Mr. Gifford sent you an account of the main facts so

that you can have a fairly accurate view of the situation. The Pyeng Yang affair

has given place to one far more serious and much farther reaching in its probable

consequences - The Japan-China War - so that our Pyeng Yang work depends

almost entirely upon the outcome of the war.

With Mr. Gifford's letter before you, there is no need for me to give you a

detailed account of the troubles encountered by Dr. & Mrs. Hall, the persecution of

the Christian helpers and the subsequent redress secured through the American

Minister. The American Minister deserves and has received the sincere thanks of

us all for the prompt, vigorous and willing way in which he had looked after our

interests and secured for us our rights. Certainly the Lord sent him here for just

such times as we are now seeing.

Just after the settlement of the case with the Governor of Pyeng Yang the

war came on. I stayed in Pyeng Yang in order to strengthen our little flock and to

protect them and had determined to stay with them unless the Lord showed me

plainly that it was right for me to leave. I was there 10 days after the arrival of

Chinese troops tho I did not then dare venture out for fear of being taken for a

Japanese and shot on the spot. After repeated requests from Seoul to come up at

once I still felt that my place was P.Y. and intended to stay on but when the little

band of Christians met & prayed over and talked over the question and then came

to me advising me to leave, their saying that I had done for them all I could and

that they desired that I should leave in order to secure my own safety -
I felt that

the Lord had opened the way and I could leave without any neglect of duty. Had

quite an interesting experience making my way through the camps of two hostile

armies but the Lord opened the way and as an American I met with courteous

treatment from both Chinese and Japanese. I reached Seoul a few days ago and

while I am pretty full of malaria and feel run down after the trying summer in Pyeng

Yang, I hope to be in good condition for a return there just as soon as the state of

the country will permit. We do not know how long the war may continue but I fear

that work in the interior will be cut off until some settlement is reached.

In case of a protracted struggle I am not quite clear as to what my duty may

be From one point of view it would seem rash and foolhardy to attempt to carry
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on work in P.Y. during the excited and disturbed state of the people. On the other

hand Pyeng Yang is my place of work and the Lord is able to take care of His own
even in the midst of a war. However that question is not before me for decision

just now and when it comes I doubt not the Lord will make duty clear as He has

heretofore.

The Pyeng Yang affair raised a number of questions relating to the status of

work, property, etc., in the interior. Mr. Gardiner (British Consul General) denied

our right to preach the gospel (no publicity should be given to this as we do not

want the question raised) and from your letter to Mr. Gifford I judge that he (Mr.

Gardiner) has found fault with Dr. Hall's [Methodist] property movements in P.Y.

While I wish to keep clear from any criticism upon the acts of others who
like myself are seeking to push ahead in the Lord's work here I want my own acts

to be free from any cause of complaint on the part of officials Korean or American.

Especially I want the Board to put absolute confidence in me to the extent of

believing that under no circumstances will I do that to which any moral exception

can be taken.

At the risk of boring you with a long letter bearing upon the legal questions

involved in the P.Y. affair, I send herewith a copy of my letter to Mr. Sill the

American Minister. From it you will be able to judge of the policy I have followed

in seeking to gain an entrance to the interior. I am aware of the fact that it may

not seem a very aggressive policy and that under it our final establishment in the

interior might have been postponed several years. For the present all plans and

policies are upset - but as soon as war clouds clear away we shall be at it again.

We all suppose that P.Y. is to become an open port in case of Japanese

victory but this with all other so called probable results are mere guess-work.

Hoping to be able to write you very soon as to our prospects in Pyeng Yang.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #47)



Seoul, Korea August 28, 1 894 S.A. Moffett

Extracts from a letter of S.A. Moffett [to his family?] printed in the Madison, Indiana

Courier [or Herald].

One of the letters which I sent you from Pyeng Yang fell into the hands of robbers -

so you are that much the loser on account of the war. While in Pyeng Yang I was greatly

put to it to know what was right and wise, but having left it all with the Lord, I am sure he

guided me safely and wisely. I was in the city ten days after the Chinese troops came in -

but did not dare show myself for fear of being taken for a Jap and shot. I was determined

not to leave our little flock as long as I could be of service to them and I felt that the Lord

wanted me to stay. After I had strengthened them in faith, shown them that I was willing

to trust the Lord as I urged them to do, and had provided for them in case of a siege - after

I had done all, and was willing to stay on and trust the Lord, then the Lord opened the way
for me to leave and showed me that I could leave without neglecting His work.

It came about in this way. I had sent one of the men to Seoul with letters. He

came back with an urgent request from all in Seoul to leave Pyeng Yang. But I did not feel

that the Lord said go and did not intend to leave.

The next morning at daybreak I saw all the Christians go filing past my door into my

helper's room. There they prayed and talked and concluded by coming to me saying they

thought I ought to leave them now; that I had done all I could for them; they knew I was

willing to trust God, and as my friends in Seoul were anxious about my safety, they too

felt that I ought now to leave and get out of danger. They knew too of the murder of the

French priest and had become concerned for my safety. Then I felt that I was released

and that the Lord said "Go". I determined to go, and in order to get out of the city took

the straight course of appealing direct to the Chinese General for protection. Through the

telegraph operator, whom I knew, I was escorted in great style, attended by soldiers, first

to the telegraph office. Then accompanied by the telegraph messenger and several

soldiers, we all on horseback, rode through the city out to the General's headquarters. He

received me very graciously, and through a Korean interpreter I explained my situation. It

pays to be an American, so I was treated with every courtesy and no suspicion was felt

about me (at least as far as I knew). That night four soldiers slept at my house, and in the

morning guided our party across the river, where a body of one hundred and twenty

infantry and some twenty cavalry escorted me thirty-five miles or as far as the Chinese

soldiers or scouts had gone. In doing this they took possession of a fortified town 30

miles from Pyeng Yang, on the road to Seoul.

Beyond the Chinese I was in danger of an attack from the Koreans who might take

me for a Jap. So for another 35 miles I secured Korean runners from the magistrates and

thus reached the advance scouts and pickets of the Japanese army. I had a pretty narrow

escape from serious trouble there, but the Lord was directing all, and as soon as the

Japanese knew who I was they were very courteous, and gave me a passport, upon which

I came on safely into Seoul. I had been through a hard summer, and had gotten pretty full

of malaria: had been on a strain, and had come from Pyeng Yang in a hurry, traveling early

and late, so that this last week I have been pretty well used up. Am better now; think I

have broken the malaria, and will pick up.
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The Japanese and Chinese armies in the North have not yet come to an engagement.

No one knows what the outcome of the war will be, or when it will end. I may not be able

to go back to Pyeng Yang for several months, though I am hoping the way will open up by

the first of October.

All is quiet here in Seoul, and unless the Japanese are repulsed in the North the

Chinese will not come in here, and all will remain quiet. You need have no fear for our

safety.

The Government is being re-organized and many reforms instituted under Japanese

advice or control. We all pray for Korea and that all may result in her good.

The war presents a good many problems to us, financial and otherwise. Japanese

paper has depreciated and we are sending to Japan for silver. Had a meeting this morning

which called out all of our financial abilities, and gave us a chance to discuss greenbac s,

gold, silver, etc. with as much wisdom as the United States Congress.

Your letter of the 26th reached me on my return from Pyeng Yang. Mails are slow

and irregular now, and everything out of ordinary course.

What awful times you are going through at home, with strikes, deluges, etc.

Wonder if it occurs to anyone that the Nation which discarded God by profaning His

Sabbath by opening the World's Fair is just now receiving its punishment. Old Kim, at

Gensan [Wonsan] says: "It does not do for a man to curse God" - a nation likewise. May

the Lord's own be found faithful, and may He come to bring in the Reign of Righteousness.

Samuel A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea Sept. 9, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

In the last mail there went to you a letter signed by the members of the Mission -

concerning the “Girls' School question”. I have heretofore written quite fully on that subject but as
the question is before you again I cannot forbid to w'rite a few more words. My own decided
conviction is that the Girls' School will accomplish far more for the evangelization of Korea if

established on the proposed site than it will if forced to remain in the foreign settlement. You
cannot have failed to notice how nearly unanimous has been the desire of your missionaries here to

get away from this section of the city and how impatient most of us have been when compelled to

spend our first years here. An exceptional person like Mrs. Gifford is able to live in a foreign

settlement and yet come into sympathetic contact with the natives but the great majority are forced

to reach after the Koreans with a "ten foot pole" and have a pretty hard time impressing the

Koreans with the fact that they are in real sympathy with them. Refer to past letters please and see

if the constant pleas and plans of Mr. Gale, Mr. Baird, Miss Doty, Miss Strong, Mr. Moore &
myself - not to mention others, have not been to get away from this section in order to come into

more intimate daily contact with Koreans.

Now our plans for the Girls' School are not confined to it as a school merely for the

education of from 20 to 40 little girls - although that is included - but rather we want to see the

school the center of a large work among the women. For one I have never thought that the teachers

in the school should give their whole time to teaching the children - but that each & all should have

classes for women, visitation of women in their homes - and the oversight and direction & training

of native women helpers. They will thus do a larger work and at the same time have enough

variety in their work to keep them fresh and in good spirits (essential to good health). Work
among the women and the school work should be so intimately connected as to make each an

adjunct of the other. The object of the school is not only to educate the girls and send them forth as

Christian women but also to train them for service among their own people. Can the teachers do

this successfully unless they are acquainted with the lives of the women - are in sympathetic

contact with them and are themselves meeting the conditions for which they are training the girls in

the school? On the other hand how much more will the work among the women contribute to the

school if it is carried on in part by those directly interested in the school work.

You may think that what I speak of may be as well accomplished here as in the proposed

new situation and the Board must be the final judge as to such matters, but I feel sure that the

unanimous voice of the Mission and the strong desires of those most interested in this work are not

without good reason. This however could come later.

Just at present the war leaves Pyeng Yang affairs in a very uncertain state. The result may

be such as to debar all but single men (doing such work as I have heretofore done) from

returning there although the great probability is that the outcome of the war will open Pyeng Yang

as a treaty port leaving us free to go in in force. In view of such a probability or even without that,

I again plead for a physician. You know that Dr. Irv in is at Fusan and notwithstanding the Board's

evident desire to see Dr. Vinton sent there, I do not believe the Mission will consent to the transfer

of Dr. Vinton from Seoul for either Fusan or Pyeng Yang. This will leave Dr. Irvin at Fusan and

Pyeng Yang must look to you for another physician. My constant prayer is that the Lord will send

us the right kind of a man, a skillful physician and surgeon in love with his profession but more in

love with Christ. We want to reap spiritual results from all his medical work. I have been looking
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forward so eagerly towards co-operating with a physician in our work in Pyeng Yang and have
been so desirous of having a hospital there - that friends at home have without a request from me
offered the funds for a Hospital. How much I shall be able to secure I know not, but sufficient 1

know to enable us to put up or buy a building for dispensary with several rooms for in-patients.
The Lord has thus provided the funds for the Hospital. I am sure he will send the physician.

Referring to my last letter to you - 1 fear that a remark of mine may lead to the inference
that Dr. Hall [Methodist medical missionary] was at fault in connection with Pyeng Yang affairs. 1

should be sorry indeed to give such an impression. Dr. Hall is one of the best and most
consecrated men in Korea and it is far from me to criticize what he has done. The British Consul
here wrote no letter to him questioning the means used in securing property there. Coming back to

Seoul it does one good to see the way in which work is being carried on. Mr. & Mrs. Miller

deserve every commendation for their work in the Boys' School - Mrs. Gifford and Miss Doty are

busily engaged in a thorough work among the women (Miss Doty has got out of foreign settlement

in order to do this) and others are spreading the news of the gospel more widely than ever.

Mr. Lee has been longing to get to Pyeng Yang, but seeing no immediate prospect - is now
planning to spend some time in the building secured for Girls' School as he too feels the necessity

of getting away from this English speaking community in order to acquire a knowledge of the

language.

I have to thank you for many letters tho of course 1 do not look for answers to all the letters

which it seems best for us to write in order to keep you posted.

We are all praying for great good to come to Korea as the result of the war.

With kind regards,

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

Dr. Underwood's continued illness is a cause of much anxiety. He has worked so hard and with

such intense application that the nervous strain has been too great. It is almost impossible to

induce him to refrain from work and we fear that he may be forced to rest by a more serious attack

of nervous prostration.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #48)



Nagasaki, Japan September 14, 1894 William L. Swallen

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

The letter we wrote you from Gcnsan [Wonsan] some weeks ago will have reached you
before this docs, so that it will not be an entire surprise when you learn that we have come to Japan
for a while until the danger lessens a little at Gensan. We had sincerely hoped that it might not

become necessary to leave and so we stayed until we could not think of staying longer. We
telegraphed and wrote for some little protection, but all in vain. We were only assured that there

would be no gunboat sent to Gensan. So we were left simply alone, with constant reassuring

evidence that the Chinese were occupying Phyang Yang already with large forces and were on their

way to Gensan as well as Seoul.

Early in August Mr. Gale suggested that all should go to Japan and wait until things became
more quiet, and at a called meeting for that purpose it was unanimously voted so to do. Mr. Gale

decided at the same time to stay alone and try to finish his dictionary and protect the property if

possible. When it came to leaving, the women folks refused to go and leave Mr. Gale so they all

decided to risk their fate and stay. As for us, Mrs. Swallen and I then also decided that if they could

not go, we would stay with them. Thus we stayed for several w'eeks. But instead of things looking

brighter it kept constantly getting darker, and being fully convinced that Mr. Gale as well as Drs.

McGill and Hardic were all staying - not so much for the work’s sake, but for their property, since

they repeatedly said so, we concluded to go. And especially since we were informed upon authority

that could not be disputed, that the Chinese were now within 60 miles of Gensan and occupying the

mountain passes. We decided that if the Lord gave us another chance to leave we would go. He did,

and we have come.

The people at Seoul may write in a way that will lead you to think there is not much danger

in Korea. But as for the people at Seoul this may be said - they have hundreds of neutral marines

about them. They have men-of-war all the time lying at hand in readiness to take them off when

actual danger comes. In such circumstances no particular anxiety need be felt. But at Gensan it is

quite otherwise. Except an occasional steamer two or three times a month - and these to remain

sometimes only a few hours, there is no possible way of escape should the Chinese come. Also these

steamers are all taken off after November. Furthermore, there is no consul or any one to plead for us

should the Chinese come. I need not mention the various instances of Chinese treatment of

foreigners en route for Korea. You are familiar with them. I feel that it would not be right for me to

keep Mrs. Swallen at Gensan any longer under the present conditions. We are quite sure that if we

did not leave now we should very soon have to for other reasons - broken health. We thought it the

better part of wisdom to leave during this trouble and return in health when the trouble is over. This

is hard to do. Our feelings we refrain to express. The Lord’s will be done.

Yours in His service

W.L. Swallen

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 5, letter #53a)



Nagasaki, Japan September 14, 1894 William L. Swallen

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Having left Korea for reasons given in another letter of same date - we were passing through
Nagasaki on our way to Kobe, where we intended to stay until it might become so that we could
return to Korea again. But while the ship lay in harbor here, Rev. Pieters of the Dutch Reformed
Church met me and, learning ofmy plans, at once insisted that we make Nagasaki our home while
we remain in Japan, and during our stay here, help them in their college and seminary work. They
have been wanting a man for some time but have not yet been able to secure one. They have only
asked me to give my services temporarily - i.e. - to teach for them while we are waiting in Japan for

the trouble to cease in Korea. I did not know of this, neither had it occurred to me before that 1

should undertake any such work in Japan. But when Mr. Pieters spoke to me it seemed that after all,

to wait on the war would be a very indefinite thing. Therefore, since it seemed best for us to leave

Korea for a time, it was thought to be altogether the proper thing for me to undertake this work rather

than to remain here idle.

Of course I wish the Board to clearly understand that we intend going back to Korea just as

soon as we can see our way clear to do so.

Of this temporary arrangement Mr. Pieters also writes to the Dutch Reformed Board in New
York. If our Board have no objections to this arrangement, it is hardly to be expected that the Dutch

Reformed Board will. The only point where it occurs to me that a question might arise, is that of the

salary. But if that be left just as it is, there will be no trouble at that point since were I not teaching,

my salary would have to go on anyway while I remained here.

It is our sincere hope and prayer that we may soon be able to return to our own field, Korea.

Respectfully submitted,

Your humble servant in the Master’s work,

W.L. Swallen

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 5, letter #53b)



Seoul, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

September 29, 1894 Cadwalladcr C. Vinton

My last letter to you was mailed from Kobe, Japan, and I am able now to tell you ofmy safe
return nearly a week since. Mrs. Vinton’s health has been thoroughly reestablished by her trip
abroad, and our little boy, who had suffered considerably from teething during the summer returned
well and strong. With us came Miss Arbuckle, who had been kept nearly three months from her
post. The financial errand with which I was entrusted was duly accomplished, and I was able to
bring silver from Kobe to Seoul at an expense of only about one per cent of its amount. I found upon
my return that in this part of Korea silver and paper currency had approached much nearer a parity of
value than when I went away, an equalization partly due to large importations of coin upon the part
of the Japanese military management. But money values arc still so variable, and Japanese national
credit upon which the value of the paper yen rests, so generally distrusted by foreign financiers and
business men whom 1 met in Japan, that most of us feel it is unsafe for us to hold the mission money
in any form but that of actual coin. Such therefore will be our continued policy until we feel

warranted in doing otherwise.

About the middle of the month two events of importance occurred in the history of the

contest between the Japanese and Chinese. One was what is likely to be known as the Battle of
Pyeng Yang

,
and proves to be the important conflict we had been looking for in that quarter. We are

told that a large part of the Japanese forces succeeded without the knowledge of the Chinese, in

establishing themselves on the road leading north from the city, that by which the Chinese had come.
Having thus nearly surrounded the city, they drew the Chinese into conflict and completely routed

them, capturing Pyeng Yang, killing two thousand Chinese soldiers, and capturing eight hundred.

This places all the country up to a point north of Pyeng Yang in the hands of the Japanese, and Mr.
Moffett and Mr. Lee are about to start north day after tomorrow to look after our interests there. A
letter has come speaking of the safety of our property and of all the Christians. Upon the same day a

naval engagement took place between here and Chcfoo in which fourteen Chinese gunboats

encountered nine Japanese, the latter aided by six torpedo-boats. Three Chinese vessels were sunk

and one burned, while three Japanese were injured. Upon our way north from Fusan we passed two
of these returning to Japan for repairs and showing plainly that they had been in battle.

In Nagasaki we saw Mr. and Mrs. Swallen whose fear of a Chinese attack upon Gcnsan had

driven them there. They evidently contemplated a considerable period of refuge in Japan as they had

rented a house there and Mr. Swallen was engaging in giving instruction at the Dutch Reformed

school there. They did not share our feeling as to the safety of Seoul at the present time.

The question of an Annual Meeting is resolving itself by the probability of our all being able

to gather in January. We hope that Dr. Allen and Miss Jacobson may be with us by that time.

The health of the station is good at this time, all those who have been ill having at least

measurably recovered.

Very sincerely yours,

C.C. Vinton

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 5, letter #55)



Seoul, Korea September 30, 1 894 Graham Lee

Dear Father:-

Your last letter came a few days since and it is needless to tell you how glad 1 was to hear

from you. Everything is very quiet here and we are all going on about our usual business in spite of

the fact that there are two hostile armies within two hundred miles of us. The only way one could

tell there is war in this country is the high prices we have to pay for things. Our expenses are from

Vz to Vi greater than they were before the war began. We have been able to get supplies from Japan

so our larder is in fairly good shape. It looks as if we may have a coal famine this winter as coal is

very hard to get now. Before the war began I laid in a good supply of wood, rather expecting that

fuel would be scarce and that, with some poor coal 1 was able to get, will perhaps carry us through

the cold weather. Our goods from America have not arrived but we are hoping they will get here

before cold weather sets in.

This war has upset our finances. You see we have been using the Japanese paper [money]

and silver and we do our banking with a branch of the Japanese National Bank located in Seoul. In

trading with Koreans we have to use the Korean cash and of course would have to sell our Japanese

money for this cash. Before the war began we were able to sell a Japanese paper dollar tor 3280 cash

and at that time the paper was at par with silver. When the war began the paper money began to go

down until for a time we could get only 1700 cash for a paper dollar which was nearly halt its former

value, you see. Japanese silver went down some too but while paper was so low silver was at about

3000. We all wanted silver but it couldn’t be had as it wasn’t in the country. The money question

was getting serious as the paper was liable to go down to ten cents on the dollar, should the Japanese

credit get shaky, so we had to do something.

After consultation we concluded to send Dr. Vinton to Japan and have him change all the

paper that we had into silver. He started off in company with Mr. Noble of the Methodist Mission

and between them they had about twelve thousand dollars in Japanese money. With this they bought

silver at a very slight discount and returned. When they got to Chemulpo Vinton telegraphed for

some of us to come and meet them. Dr. Avison, Dr. Hall and I started for Chemulpo on horseback

and when we got there we found that Vinton and Noble had left the night before on two sampans and

were coming up the river. You can rest assured that we were a disgusted crowd. The idea of those

two fellows starting up the river alone with all this money and a lot of supplies besides. It vs as

Saturday night and there was nothing to do but wait until Monday and trust that they would get

through all right.

Monday morning we got passage on a little steamer that belongs to the English consulate and

started for Seoul. The little steamer is a poor old rattle trap which would neither keep out the water

or keen ud steam. We left at six o’clock in the morning and about four o’clock we were within seven

miles of our destination but unable to go farther on account of the tide being out. It was either wait

there six or eight hours until the tide turned or try and get up on a sampan. W e chose the latter and

hai ed two Koreans who were going down the river. We told them we wanted them to take us to

Maonoo [

a
\

°
]
where we were to land. They refused as they said they were going down to fish and

showed us the ice they had bought with which to preserve their fish. We told them they must lake us

as we must get up that night. They again refused and were about to push off. It was that sampan or

none and we had made up our minds to go so I jumped into the boat and held it while the others pile

in the baggage There were three ladies who were also passengers going up to Seoul and these we

ok also This was the first time I ever turned pirate, but as it was a case of necessity we felt

tiffin One ladv had a little baby and she was sick so we felt we must get up that night as on the

r'ttli steamer there was no food and no cabin accommodations. It took us five hours to make seven

miles against the tide and part of the way we three missionaries pulled the boat with a tow line.
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About ten thirty o’clock we reached home and found that Dr. V inton and Mr Noble had reached here

in safety Sunday morning, so our trek was all for nothing. I mustn t torget to sa> t ut w e pai t 10

^
Koreans such a good price for their boat that they were well pleased and were glad enoug 1 1 i k\

took us.

Since our silver has come Japanese paper has gone up and silver has gone down until the twc

are nearly the same.

There has been an issue of new Korean money to take the place of this miserable copper

cash. At present there are only five pieces: the silver dollar, the twenty cent piece

nickel, the one cent copper, and the 75 cent copper. This first issue was small and utterly inadequs

It was minted by the Japanese. Would send you some of the coins but it is difficult to get thei

through the mail.

You have read the latest war news of course. The Japanese have again been

on land and sea. The Chmcse were strongly posted in Pyeng Yangbu. the top.

them out and gained a complete victory we hear. On the sea too, the Japs sunk three C hinese gun

boats and so disabled another that she was run aground and blown up and we
^

hear that waorlhru

more were badly shattered but managed to escape. The Japs lost no ships but some lb

rather severely handled. In regard to the battle at Pyeng Yang 1 will be able to tell you more in a

ith or so '
as tomorrow morning Moffett, Dr. Hall and 1 leave for there. We go on a tour of

investigation 1 shall go on my wheel, the others on horseback. We have passes from the Japanese

have done better Their discipline seems to be well nigh perfect. It a Jap soldier commits any n c

Your affectionate son,

Graham Lee

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Mot fen papers)



Pyong Yang, Korea October 8, 1894 William James Hall

[Methodist missionary]
Dear Dr. Stone:

We [Presbyterian missionaries Graham Lee and Samuel A. Moffett] had a very pleasant trip

and did not experience the difficulties we anticipated in procuring accommodations along the road.

We saw a great many dead horses and cattle along the road, which had been used in conveying army
supplies. Many villages were completely deserted, but the people were beginning to come back and
settle down again. We had no difficulty in making our way through the army lines. We met the first

large detachment of the Japanese army at Whoang Chu, one hundred li [one li is about V3 of a mile]

south of Pyong Yang. They have four hundred and fifty prisoners there. At Chung Wha, fifty li

south of Pyong Yang, we saw the graves of seven Japanese scouts, who had been killed by the

Chinese. Between Chung Wha and ten li south of Pyong Yang we saw one Chinese body partially

covered. Ten li from Pyong Yang we reached the river [Tacdong] and were at once on the field of

battle.

The battle commenced on September 13. There were only a few shots fired that day. On
Saturday, the 15

th

, the great battle was fought.

We have partially visited the battlefield. It is strewn with Chinese bodies, some of which arc

still unburied, the rest have a few inches of dirt thrown over them. The stench is terrible and the

sight indescribable. There were fourteen thousand Chinese and ten thousand Japanese in the armies.

We have met Mr. Creelman, reporter to the New York World
,
and Fredrick Villiers, reporter

to the London Standard. We expect them with us for supper some evening. They arc roughing it

also.

Mr. Moffett’s things are totally destroyed, even to his stores; so he and Mr. Lee are with me.

I have not lost anything. The house where Mr. O (a native convert - the house was used by

Dr. Hall for his dispensary) lived has the windows and doors tom off and a little of the wall tom

down. Beyond this we have lost nothing. Our Christians have done and arc doing wonderfully well.

We had two services on Sunday and one tonight (Monday). We think everything is clear for our

remaining here for a while.

The Chinese army is reported to have gone into China and the Japanese arc marching on to

Wee Ju.

A Japanese (Oshinea) was wounded, and I have been sent for to visit him tomorrow morning

to consult with the Japanese doctors. The city is almost deserted. The Koreans are just beginning to

come back. They all rejoice to find us here, and we expect grand results from our work now. We

have God’s sure promises and believe the soil has been made fertile and mellow and will bring forth

much fruit. As far as our work for the Master stands it never looked so hopeful as now. I am so glad

we are here ,
and know God will protect us.

(from the book, "Rev. William James Hall, M.D.” by Rosetta Sherwood Hall, M.D., New York,

Press of Eaton & Mains [1897],pp. 294, 295)



Pyeng Yang

Dear Gifford:

October 17, 1894 Samuel Austin Moffett

Lee left yesterday by boat and should reach Seoul before this but if he should not, please

keep horse and mapoo [horse boy] in Seoul until he arrives or there is occasion to send him. He

will need on his return a pass-port from the Japanese Consul. Will you see that he gets one on

his return? He is to bring as load Quinine for Dr. Hall 120 bottles or more - and of stores, baking

powder, oat meal, butter 10 pounds, an American flag (small), 6 American padlocks if you can

get them from anyone at all, and if either [Graham] Lee or Tate [Lewis B. of S.P. Missiojn]

comes, $300 silver dollars. Also Buhach [?] if possible. Lee will tell you news, etc.. No need

for me to write of affairs here. The Japanese officials are very courteous and have given me a

passport for our servant which will enable us to get chickens in from country without losing

them. The region around my place is too foul for habitation so I shall stay here until middle of

December or until Annual Meeting. Latest rumor 1 hear of movements north is that there may be

a battle 50 li beyond Eui Ju. Do not know at all.

Give my mapoo [errand boy] in Seoul sufficient to pay for his board and that of horse

during his stay there according as he asks for it - but not more than 500 cash (Seoul money) a day

and enough for expenses of return trip - at most not more than 10,000 cash - and let me know all

that you pay out on that account by return letter.

Many things to be grateful for here - some to worry me a little, but all is well and things

will turn out well.

With kind regards and many thanks -

Sincerely yours,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyong Yang, Korea

Dear Dr. Stone:

October 17, 1894 William James Hall

[Methodist missionary]

Our work never looked as encouraging here as now. The trying circumstances through

which all have passed have culled out the dross, and only the gold remains. We are now on rock

bottom, praise the Lord! We have very interesting services every night. I rejoice that we came
when we did. The hymns of praise that less than a year ago, when sung, brought cursing and

stones upon us from the surrounding neighborhood, are now listened to with delight, and carry

with them a feeling of security similar to the sound of the policeman’s whistle in New York.

Comparatively few of the Koreans have yet returned to their houses, but every day brings new
additions. Every day numbers of those who have returned and those from the surrounding towns

and villages visit us. They buy our books and seem far more deeply interested in the Gospel than

1 have ever seen them before. While the Chinese army was here our Christians started a flour

mill and sold flour to the Chinese, and in that way supported themselves. Every Sunday the mill

was shut down and no flour sold. It makes my hearts rejoice to know how faithful our Christians

have been under such trying circumstances. True heroes for Christ! They put on the jiggy (a

rack for the back used in carrying loads) and bring in wood and water, and so forth. Chang Siky

sets them the g
rand example. It is taking all the Yangpanism [lordly aristocratic behavior] out of them, praise

the Lord!

My patients are daily increasing. I have several gunshot wounds. I use my bamboo cot

for a stretcher and our Christians as the ambulance staff.

Our property and work are now in most satisfactory shape. Of course, we do not know

what turn things will take next, but we are hoping and praying that every turn will work together

for our good and God’s glory. The Koreans rejoice to have us with them, and the Japanese treat

us very kindly.

Our time of stay here will be governed by circumstances.

[This was Dr. Hall’s last published letter]

(from the book, “Rev. William James Hall, M.D.” by Rosetta Sherwood Hall, M.D., New York,

Press of Eaton & Mains [1897],pp. 303, 304)



Seoul, Korea Oct. 22, '94 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Last Saturday Oct. 21st I returned from a trip to Pyeng Yang of which 1 wish to give you

a little account. On Oct. 1st Moffett and 1 in company with Dr. Hall of the Methodist Mission

left on a tour of investigation to find out in what shape our work was after the recent stirring

events. The Japanese had captured the place and were in such force that we felt no tear about the

Chinese army returning, so having obtained passes through the Japanese lines from the Japanese

minister, we started. All was quiet along the road and until we neared Pyeng Yang we saw very

little sign of an army having marched through the country. On the last two days though we

found several villages that had been entirely deserted by the inhabitants and the ruins of quite a

number of burned houses. In the deserted villages a few Koreans had returned to their homes

and these people seemed so glad to see us. Many of them were so anxious to know if it would be

all right for them to remain in their houses - they seemed to be very much afraid ol the Japanese.

We tried to assure them, and 1 think we did somewhat, that all would be well if they remained.

The very fact that we were traveling through the country seemed to give them confidence.

We left Monday morning and arrived the next Saturday evening. 1 made the trip on a

bicycle while Moffett and Dr. Hall rode in the usual way on pony-back. Let me say here that 1

think it a good investment for any Korean missionary if he intends to do much itinerating to

provide himself with a good bicycle for by so doing he can save not only money but much time

and strength. 1 would always reach our stopping place from one to two hours before the others

and would have that time for talking, book-selling or resting, and would be much less fatigued

by the day's journey. I reached the city some two or three hours before the others and found it

full of Japanese soldiers with hardly a Korean in sight. Went first to our house to find out in

what shape Moffett's things were in and found a sight to behold. Our Koreans had all tied to the

country and the place was deserted. Of Moffett's things there was absolutely nothing left but the

stove which some wretch had smashed and a few tracts scattered everywhere which had been

pawed over and tramped over and kicked about until the place looked as if a Wester cyclone had

passed through it. The house was unhurt for which we were thankful. From our place 1 went to

Dr. Hall's property and found everything here all right. His Koreans had remained in the city

and living with them was a Japanese Christian doctor belonging to the Japanese army. In

walking about the city after the battle this doctor came across this house and discovered that the

Koreans who lived in it were Christians. He made it known that he too was a Christian and was

kindly invited in and asked to stay there while he remained in the city. He accepted the

invitation and through his influence bad Japanese soldiers with looting propensities were kept

out. Dr. Hall has cause to be very thankful to the Japanese missionaries through whose influence

this man became a Christian.

The first three or four days we spent in viewing the battle field and it was a most

interesting and in some parts a most temble sight. The Chinese had thrown up an immense

number of earth-works and had posted themselves in strong positions but earth-works and strong

positions are of little use without good fighting men behind them. Whatever else the Chinese

soldiers who tried to hold Pyeng Yang may be, they certainly did not prove themselves to be

good fighters From what we saw, it looked as if most of the positions had been evacuated

without a struggle. The Japanese first made a cannon demonstration for two days on this side of

the river and while the attention of the Chinese was turned this way, two divisions of the

lananese armv got around behind the city and attacked it from the rear. On the morning of Sept.

1 5th a simultaneous attack was made from three sides and before night the Chinese in the outer

forts were all driven inside the city proper. The key to the whole position was a high hill to the
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North inside the city wall. This must be held at all hazards for if once taken every thing was lost.

From what 1 can learn the Chinese did hold this for some time during the day but that shows no
great valor as the position was an exceedingly strong one and by an Anglo Saxon army would
have been made almost impregnable. This was taken and after that the Chinese army had
nothing left but to try and escape. On the night of the 15th they left the city and from all 1 could
see and learn their leaving was not a retreat but a mad rush with every man for himself. For
miles about the city the country is strewn with pieces of Chinese clothing which were thrown
away in the flight. 1 saw many paper umbrellas which had been cast aside by their fleeing

owners and it was interesting to note that a portion of a Chinese solder's outfit was a clumsy
paper umbrella. I saw also many bamboo pikes tipped with iron points very frail and very
useless as weapons of modem warfare, and also I picked up as a relic of the battlefield a large

two-handed sword with a blade about two feet in length and a handle about four: a heavy,

awkward, useless weapon. As 1 saw these things 1 began to realize one of the reasons why the

Chinese army was not able to hold Pyeng Yang. They were armed with good guns to be sure,

but they were also loaded down with a lot of useless trumpery which was worse than useless in

time of battle. Imagine a modem soldier trying to fight and at the same time trying to shield

himself from the rain with a big clumsy paper umbrella. Is it any wonder that an army of

unpatriotic, poorly drilled and badly equipped could make no stand against an opposing force

smaller in number but drilled almost to perfection, patriotic to a man and armed with the best of

modem implements of warfare. Such was the haste of the Chinese flight that very little indeed

were they able to take with them. Some thirty-four cannon and a large amount of gold and silver

was captured by the Japanese. There is one interesting fact about some of this gold and silver

which it might be well to mention. It seems from letters that were captured that a large amount

of gold and silver had been sent by the Chinese Emperor to the soldiers who won the victory

over the Japanese at A San. It will be remembered that at A San the Chinese were completely

routed and scattered like sheep. This fact speaks for itself in regard to what kind of reports

Chinese generals must send back to Peking: and this fact too may account for some of the reports

in the home papers about the Chinese victories in Korea many of which reports came from

Shanghai.

This battlefield at Pyeng Yang is the first 1 have ever visited and I am not sure that I care

soon to visit another. We saw many of the dead, both men and horses, lying just as they fell. It

was three weeks after the battle and you can imagine how horrible must have been the sight and

how fearful the stench. The dead that fell near the city have nearly all been covered but those

that were killed some distance away are still unburied. In one place I counted over twenty

bodies literally piled one on top of another lying as they had fallen. In another place where a

body of Manchurian cavalry ran into an ambush of Japanese infantry the carnage was frightful.

There must have been two or three hundred dead men and horses that made a swath of killed

about a quarter of a mile long and several yards w ide. Truly war is a frightful thing where men

kill each other like that and leave the bodies of their vanquished foes without a sign of burial.

We spent three days seeing the battle field and then settled down trying to get our work

in shape. The first thing to do was to clean up the house and make it look habitable again but

before this was accomplished we nearly lost the place from fire. Tw ice fire in adjoining houses

threatened us but each time by hard work we w ere able to keep it from spreading to our property.

As soon as our Christians heard that we had come they began to return from the villages to

which they had fled, and how' glad they w ere to see us. Poor people, some of them have lost

everything they had. There will be considerable destitution in Pyeng Yang this winter and



10/22/94 - p.3 G.L.

doubtless we will have many calls upon us for help. The crops in the Ping An province have

been very good this fall, so as there is plenty of food in the country, the destitution w ill be onlv

local.

Before I left we bought again the fields we bought a year and a half ago and which we

were compelled to return. We also bought another house. This house is the one we tried to bu\

the other time and were unable to do so. Both fields and house were sold at a low price as I e

owners were very glad to get what they could for them. On the fields is a tort built b\ the

Chinese which will make the site of our probable future house a place ot historic interest. 1 he

site is an admirable one just outside the wall west of the city on a little hill. It is well situate tor

work but far enough from the city to be away from bad smells and filth. Moffett expects to

remain in Pyeng Yang until our Annual Meeting which begins this year on Dec. 17th. He has

gathered about him a little flock who seem to be most sincere believers and 1 am sure they are

but the earnest of a grand work yet to be done in Pyeng Yang. 1 do wish we had a doctor tor

Pyeng Yang - we need one so much. Moffett joins me in a most earnest plea that you send a

doctor as soon as possible. I wrote you once about a Dr. Albert P. Hedges of C hicago, a

personal friend of mine, a most earnest Christian, a good doctor and a fine man every way. e is

a Homeopathist but that need not hinder your sending him to Pyeng Yang as both Moffett and

would be glad to have him. 1 wish you would correspond with him. His address is.

Dr. Albert P. Hedges

c/o S.P. Hedges, M.D.

890 Evanston Avenue

Chicago, 111

He is very much interested in foreign mission work and has been thinking about offering

himself ^His pastor is Rev. John M. Fulton, Lake View, Chicago, 111. His uncle is S.P. Hedges,

M.D. a prominent Chicago physician, and a most earnest consecrated Christian. 1 do hope

something can be done about this man or some other.

Mrs. Lee has been very well so far but just now is suffering from a very hard cold. She

wishes to be very kindly remembered.

Very sincerely,

Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Soerety, Phrladelphia, PCUSA Board of Forergn Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm #179. Vol. 8, lener #49)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood,

Nov. 1, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

I greatly feared that the war would keep me from my field of labor but am now rejoicing

that the Lord opened the way for my return here, having been away but 6 weeks. 1 left here the

middle of August when the Chinese army was in possession of the city, the Japanese army being

on the way from Seoul preparing to attack. The battle was fought the 25th of Sept, resulting in

the complete rout of the Chinese and the capture of the city by the Japanese. The poor Koreans,

such as had not already left, were frightened half to death and fled hither and thither, quite a

number being killed as they fled with the Chinese. The former governor, who gave us such

trouble and persecuted the Christians, fled in a chair but soon pitched this into the ditch and

taking to his heels fled - no one knows where. Most of the Christians remained in the city,

gathering together at the chapels. They all escaped injury, the Lord being their protector. As the

Japanese entered the city the rumor was started that the Koreans were all being put to death, so

our Evangelist Han [Han Suk-Jin], gathering his family of little ones, started to escape but soon

finding that the rumor was false returned in safety to the house. For a day or two everything

seemed secure. A Japanese Christian had taken up his quarters with the Evangelist of our M.E.

brethren and their property was protected from all injury. Several Japanese entered our place

and finding it was a Christian Chapel departed - but unfortunately for us, our chapel was situated

in the midst of large mercantile houses where much was stored and where the Japanese were

quartered in greatest numbers. When the sacking of the city began this section suffered most and

although at first left undisturbed the sight of foreign provisions was probably too much for the

hungry men and so in a few days, despite the protests of our men, the place was cleaned of

everything. It was a trying time for the men when they saw their household goods which they

had brought there for safety taken away before their eyes. They had stuck to the place all

through the time of Chinese occupation and while the bullets were whistling and shells

exploding during the battle - but patience and hope gave way when the soldiers invaded the

women's quarters and snatched things out of the very hands of the women. Han then concluded

that his family would not be safe from further insult and he removed them to the country where

we had previously sent provisions enough for the winter.

Fifteen days after the battle Mr. [Graham] Lee, Dr. Hall [Methodist missionary

physician] and I, having secured passports from the Japanese official, were on our way to Pyeng

Yang to look after our men and our property. The first four days on the road we saw but few

signs of war- the people were all about their usual occupations, harvesting, plowing, etc. - but

when within two days of the city the villages were deserted by the terrified people who had fled

to the hills - in the cities were groups of men who standing on the street were discussing the

question as to whether it were safe to return. The country was swarming with Japanese and

when we entered Hwang Ju 100 li from Pyeng Yang - we found it a Japanese camp, scarcely a

Korean to be seen However, we ran across one old man who was so delighted to see a foreigner

who he knew to be in sympathy with Koreans that he gladly hunted up some rice for us, & food

for our horses and gave us a room to sleep in. The next day as we passed smouldering ruins in

several villages and began to see dead horses & cattle strewn around with the general disorder

attendant upon abandoned camps, we realized that we were within the lines - on the outskirts of a

battle field.



1 1/01/94 - p.2 S.A.M.
Pyeng Yang was entered Saturday afternoon and like Hwang Ju was seen to be a

Japanese camp - the only Koreans seen being those who were carrying provisions for the army.
Entering our house we found it had shared the common fate. Some Japanese were sorting over a
lot of tracts and debris while others were carrying off the last of the wood laid in for winter.
Heathen Japan had made sorry work of my possessions, so Mr. Lee and I went up with Dr. Hall
to his place where we were glad to meet the Christian Japanese quartered there and to realize that

there is also a Christian Japan.

A very short stay sufficed to spread the news of our arrival and it was most gratifying to

see what confidence it inspired. From all the surrounding villages people began to come back -

coming straight to our chapels, with their little loads on their backs, eagerly inquiring as to the

situation. Day after day they came in, rejoiced to see us and saying that as soon as they heard we
had arrived they felt it would be safe to return.

Poor, helpless, simple yet wicked people - [the refugees] - our hearts go out in sympathy
to them as they come back and see the punishment meted out to their city. Their houses are

stripped of everything and the doors and windows gone, used for firewood. Japanese merchants
are in possession of their business places, while block after block of houses is a smoking ruin

and dead cattle lie in the streets. All is confusion while the Korean offices & people find

themselves helpless in the hands of a foreign power.

I find our little flock scattered through many villages where I trust they are carrying the

news of the gospel. Most of them have been back but very few will bring their families. The
number of Koreans in the city has been daily increasing as the Japanese army moved north, but

they are mainly coolies and restaurant keepers. The city will not likely be really reinhabited for

many months or a year. This is well, for the atmosphere is foul from the decomposition of the

dead bodies of horses, cattle & men slain in battle, many of them lying unburied.

We have visited the scenes of the various conflicts in the battle and such a sight I hope

never again to see. How it makes one long for the time when wars shall cease, when the Prince

of Peace shall come to rule & reign over a regenerated earth.

After a few days spent in looking after and re-assuring our people, we grasped the

situation sufficiently to conclude to stay until winter notwithstanding the danger from sickness.

Staying in our property surrounded by the worst conditions was out of the question, so we took

up our abode with Dr. Hall. Deeming the present a good time to secure the land originally

desired & which we had once secured and then returned - we soon had a man on the hunt for the

owners who were glad to sell. A bargain was soon made and we now have the property which

from the beginning we had selected as the desirable site for our Mission. Mr. Lee then returned

to Seoul for supplies and more money while I very soon after took to my bed with an attack of

malaria and dysentery. The work of the past year together with the summer's long continued

fight against both the governor and malaria has been a little too much for me. I was not

altogether free from malaria when I returned this time and the present condition of the

atmosphere forced me for once to admit that I was sick. Dr. Hall's threat to send me back to

Seoul and especially his care for me - got me on to my feet again in a week and I thank the Lord
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I can still look after my work here.

Mr. Lee hopes to be back soon and when we can get a few things to take the place of

those I lost we hope to get into our new quarters. We want to be here to do all we can to re-

assure the Koreans, to comfort and help them and to point them to Christ during these days of

their trial and despair. They have learned to place great confidence in us and we want at this

time to let it be more widely known that we are here as the real friends of the people. We called

upon the new Governor and upon the Japanese General in hopes of helping the Koreans to regain

possession of their houses. We were most courteously received but little could be done for the

people. We have gained the good will and friendship of the new Governor by our evident

interest in the Koreans. He sent an official to return our call and has since shown his confidence

in us by sending to us for certain points of information. Doubtless we shall have the friendship

of Korean officials when the new order of things goes into effect. From the Japanese General we

secured promise of protection for our property, but as there will be much lawlessness here this

winter, my helper will probably be subject to much trouble and annoyance from thieves who are

already committing many depredations.

As to the political situation, I have nothing to write. We are keeping entirely aloof from

any intermeddling in politics. We are here as Missionaries for the good of Koreans and while, o(

all people perhaps the most deeply interested in the outcome of this war, yet our position is

neither pro-Chinese nor pro-Japanese. We want most of all to see Korea benefitted. We believe

the Lord is over all and that the outcome will doubtless be for the furtherance of His plans and in

this faith we rest, working & praying that His Church may be built up here and the hearts of

Koreans turned to worship the living and true God.

Trusting that the above may give you some idea of our present situation, plans &
prospects, and with kindest regards,

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

P S. I once more enter a most earnest plea for a physician for Pyeng Yang - who shall be sent to

us just as soon as possible. We are missing a great opportunity by not having the right man here

now. The settlement of Korean affairs will in all probability place before us an open door for

work here and we shall want to push right ahead and get firmly established. The work of a

physician in doing this will be invaluable. S.A.M.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #50)



Referring to late November, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

Pioneer Work in Korea. Dr. Hall’s Work Completed

The readers of the Recorder have doubtless become interested in the pioneer work of Dr.

Hall in the north of Korea, and so will appreciate a few words telling of his last earthly labors for

the Master. His letter in the November Recorder told of his expectation to return to his work in

Pyeng-yang in company with Mr. Lee and the writer of this. We reached Pyeng-yang within

three weeks after the great battle, and for over a month were able to stay there re-assuring the

frightened Koreans, looking after our interests there, preaching the Gospel and healing the sick.

Dr. Hall was busy from morning till night attending the sick, directing his men, re-establishing

his school for boys and holding services every evening with the Koreans. It was his privilege to

see some of the first fruits of his labors, and at this time he examined a class of six applicants

who had for several months received instruction. Four of these he baptized as he received them

into the Church of Christ. The Lord was especially gracious to him in giving him this privilege

as his last work in that city, where sin and Satan had such a stronghold. It was with greatest joy

he praised the Lord on that Sunday for having allowed him to see the evidence of faith in the

hearts of these men. Shortly after this the doctor began to feel the effects of his untiring

application to the physical and spiritual needs of this people, who had taken such a strong hold

upon his heart’s affections. This together with the exposure of the past year in his numerous

visits to Pyeng-yang, had left him in poor condition to withstand the dreadfully unhealthy

condition of the atmosphere in and around this city, which had been the battle field. The

decaying bodies of men, horses and cattle were so numerous that in whichever direction we went

we came across them constantly, so that the atmosphere was foul beyond all expression. We all

suffered from malaria, and as this seemed to have taken more serious hold upon the doctor we

arranged to leave for Seoul by Japanese transport. Through the courtesy of the official we were

able to do this, and after going down the Ta-tong river some forty miles, we embarked on board

a transport carrying some 600 sick soldiers, who were suffering from dysentery and various

fevers. We had a pleasant voyage, and when we reached Chemulpo all thought the doctor had

almost recovered from his fever, but the sequel shows that he had probably contracted typhus

fever on the transport. After a day in Chemulpo, in which he seemed fairly well again, his fever

went up and continued to rise while we awaited the arrival of the small river steamer upon which

we took passage for Seoul. Leaving in the afternoon, by dark we had reached a point opposite

Kang-hoa island when we struck a rock and nearly capsized. All efforts to free the steamer were

futile, so there was nothing for us to do but to get the doctor on shore, make him as comfortable

as possible in a Korean hut, and seek for a junk. This we secured at daybreak, and after a slow

journey reached Seoul the next morning. Here in the hands of his wife and with all the care the

doctors could give him we hoped he would recover, but the Lord had higher service for him, and

he left us on Saturday, November 24, entering into his reward.

Short as was his service in Korea (three years) none had been more faithful, and no one

was more ripe for heaven than he. It seems to us that in recognition of his fidelity and his rare

consecration the Master has called him to a higher place and a more glorious service. Well do 1

remember the calm assurance with which he left it all with the Lord as we talked of the

probability of his going. He remarked that he had been willing to leave home when the Master

called him to Korea, to leave Seoul when he was called to Pyeng-yang, and that he was willing
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and ready to go to other service on high if the Master called him from earth. He was a man of

great faith, great love and great humility. His prayers were an inspiration to us. His love for the

Koreans was such that although he had not been here long enough to have gained a fluent use ot

the language yet he had loved some into the Kingdom of Heaven, and he had exercised a great

influence upon all with whom he came in contact. His love for children was especially

noteworthy, and whether in New York or in the foreign community in Seoul, or among the

Koreans in Pyeng-yang the children were always around him and always occupied a large place

in his plans for work. When beginning his work in Pyeng-yang he was not satisfied until he had

secured a school teacher, gathered a number of boys and established a school, so that he could at

once influence the children and win them to Christ. Great was his joy when one of these boys

had induced his parents to give up spirit worship and allow him to kneel in the midst ot them

offering prayer to the only living and true God. This boy he received into the Church, and no

privilege the Master gave him was the source of greater pleasure.

In the community Dr. Hall was known as a thoroughly sincere, earnest Christian whose

love for all led him to be continually serving others. He has been a blessing to his fellow-

workers, a blessing to the Koreans and an influence in the establishment of the Church of Christ

in Korea. As one most intimately acquainted with him in his work in Pyeng-yang it is my

privilege to bear witness to his fidelity, to the solid character of his work and to the great hold

which he had upon the hearts of the people who intimately recognized his great sympathetic love

for them. May the Lord send us many more such missionaries.

His wife who was so earnestly laboring with him and who had endured not only the

hardship of service with him in Pyeng-yang but also the hardship of separation from him during

part of that work, has decided to return to America for a few years. Our prayers and our

sympathy go with her in the hope that she may be able to return and carry on their work so well

begun.

Samuel A. Moffett

From The Chinese Recorder ,
Vol. 26, pp. 84-86, February, 1895



Seoul, Korea November 24, 1894 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Mrs. Hall:

I have been longing to in some way be able to express my own grief and my deep
sympathy with you, but I have felt dazed, not knowing what to do. 1 had so little knowledge of
the real situation, and had felt so confident that as soon as we reached home all would be well,
that I have not been able to realize that the end has come. The doctor and I had never been so
intimately associated as we were these last two months, and I feel my own loss much more
keenly in consequence.

We had counseled together and planned together for our work in Pyong Yang. He had
helped me much and had shown so much pleasure in having me meet with and preach to your
men while in your house there. He had consulted with me about the men who wished to be
received into the church, and 1 had talked with them and was to have had a share in the service
that day had I not been too unwell.

His last work there was care for the sick and the baptism of four men who gave every
promise of being sincere believers in Christ. Truly he has left you a rich legacy in the knowledge
of his faithfulness in the Master’s service; instant in season and out of season, making full proof
of his ministry.

1 shall now never forget the two long talks I had with him, one in Chemulpo and one on
the Korean junk as we came up the river [from there to Seoul]. Perhaps he realized then that he
would soon be going, but, although we talked of heaven and of the Lord’s call, I did not then

think that the Lord would call him so soon.

With what perfect assurance the doctor left himself in the Lord’s hands, and with what

peace and restfulness he trusted in the promises which I read to him from the Psalms, I now think

of with gratitude and comfort.

Some day, not now, when doubtless you wish to be alone with God, I shall want to talk

with you of those two conversations.

How distinctly I remember now the quiet peace which rested upon him after I had read

and prayed with him! He closed his eyes, saying, “How sweet it is to trust the Lord!” and then

went to sleep.

“We sorrow not as those who have no hope.” May your faith be strong, giving you a

nearness to God and sustaining you and enabling you to cast this great burden on the Lord.

Most sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from The Life of William J. Hall, edited by Mrs. Dr. Rosetta Sherwood Hall, 1898, pp. 352,353)



Seoul, Korea December, 1894 Graham Lee & S.A. Moffett

[Typed summary of a] General Report of the Pyeng Yang Station

by Graham Lee

The first Protestant missionary work in Korea was the circulation of copies of the Chinese

New Testament by the Rev. Mr. Thomas, the agent of the Scotch Bible Society, who came to

Korea on the expedition of the General Sherman which was destroyed in 1866 just below Pyeng
Yang. In the seventies, Rev. Mr. McIntyre began the instruction of Koreans traveling in

Manchuria, resulting in 1876 in the baptism of four men, among whom was Paik Hong-Cyoun.
The Scotch United Presbyterian missionaries followed up the work, which largely fell into the

hands of Dr. Ross.

Dr. Underwood visited Pyeng Yang in 1887, again in 1888, and again, in company with

Mrs. Underwood, in 1889 made the same trip going much farther on into the north. In 1890, Mr.

Moffett spent 15 days in Pyeng Yang. In 1891 he, in company with Mr. Gale, made a long tour

through this north province and on up into China to Moukden and into the Korean valleys to

gather what they could of Dr. Ross’s work. From this time, protracted visits were made by Mr.

Moffett two and three times a year. In 1893 he, together with Messrs. Lee and Swallen, were

appointed to open a station there and for this purpose soon afterward made a trip, but on account

of rascally Koreans and a hostile governor, the first attempt at securing property that would gain

a permanent residence there was unsuccessful. Soon after this trip, Mr. Moffett returned [to

Pyeng Yang] and secured a house inside the east gate. Later in ‘93, Pyeng Yang was made a

separate station and Messrs. Moffett and Lee appointed to it, Mr. Swallen having been appointed

to Gensan [Wonsan]. In the spring of ‘94 came Dr. Hall’s trouble in Pyeng Yang, the

imprisonment of our helper, Mr. Han, and the speedy return of Mr. Moffett (who had just come

from there up to Seoul) accompanied by Mr. McKenzie. This trip was entirely successful and

God in his mercy gave us a great victory over the heathen officials. About two months after the

persecution, the men who had instigated it were punished and five hundred dollars as indemnity

was paid by the governor. Great thanks are due from all mission workers in Korea, to the Hon.

J.M.B. Sill, our noble-hearted American [government] minister, for his determined action and

cordial assistance in this whole matter. The heathen in Pyeng Yang have been taught a lesson

they will not soon forget, and in the future will be exceedingly chary of interfering with the rights

of one who takes refuge under the stars and stripes.

First trio up to Pveng Yang after the battle

When the Koreans who were acquainted with Mr. Moffett and Dr. Hall, heard of our

arrival, they began to return to the city and take a look at the situation. I never saw people more

delighted to see anyone than were some of these people to see us. Men who had no interest in

the gospel and who had perhaps only a speaking acquaintance with Mr. Moffett, seemed

overjoyed to see us. Our arrival was timely, for it gave confidence to the people, and helped to

quiet the minds of many who were in a most perturbed state.

While here this time, we were able to purchase the property which we tried to get in ‘93

outside the west gate on a little hill. It is far enough away to be free from the filth and smells of

the city but near enough to give plenty of contact with the Koreans. There is a tiled house, not

elesant, but good enough to remodel into a home for the Pyeng Yang station.
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From Evangelistic Report by S.A. Moffett

After my release from all work in Seoul and appointment with Mr. Lee to Pyeng Yang, I

prepared at once to take up my abode in the property which has been purchased there. I reached
t e city in November and spent the next three months in the sarang [reception room], the other
part of the house being occupied by my helper and family. Here I spent the greater part of each
day, with visitors who came by the score, preaching the gospel, passing one or two hours every
alternate afternoon either on the river bank or in the outskirts of the city, talking to groups ofmen
and selling or distributing tracts. By this latter work the gospel was widely proclaimed and my
presence made known so that a constant stream of inquiring visitors was secured. 1 was also
invited into a number of houses, where I found little companies of men gathered to hear me
explain the Jesus doctrine. At night we held a service for Bible study, singing and prayer, at

which those who had become interested were gathered for instruction. Wednesday night there
was a class for catechumens; Sunday morning a formal service for worship, where I preached.
Sunday afternoon I had a school for boys and at night my helper conducted a service.

From the first there was evident sincerity and solemnity on the pail of several. They sang
with the spirit and understanding and their grasp of the idea of prayer together with a willingness

to pray publicly, gave us every reason to look for a work of the Spirit, for which constant prayer
was offered.

In January eight men were baptized, all of whom had been taught by Mr. Han [Sok-Jin]

for several months before my arrival and had been under my daily instruction for two months. I

publicly received as catechumens several who have evidently been helped thereby, and who
would have been baptized ere this had not the troubled state of affairs prevented. This little

company of believers started out in faith and, as I believe, with sincere desire to follow Christ.

They have been most sorely tried and tested. From the first, when they began to attend services,

they were subject to petty persecutions, had the finger of scorn pointed at them, were reviled and

ridiculed. They stood this bravely and in the face of it made public profession of their faith. In

the spring, during my absence in Eui Ju, they were more sorely tested, were more widely and

more publicly held up to scorn, were threatened with death and the rumor soon became general

that the Christians were to be put to death.

They believed that their lives were in danger but with two exceptions they attended

services as usual, and one more was baptized and added to their number. In May the storm

which had been gathering broke and these men then learned what it is to suffer for Christ and

right well did they bear faithful witness before rulers and governors. I need not repeat the details

of the story which is told in the Missionary' Review [ofthe World] , but when I reached Pyeng

Yang after a hurried trip, I praised God for giving us such evidence of the power of the love of

Christ in the hearts of these people.

Nobly had they stood by each other, and while a few became faint-hearted, none gave up

their faith. Following the release from imprisonment came nearly three months of uncertainty

and fear on the part of the men who continued to come day after day and Sunday after Sunday,

not knowing when they might again be arrested, beaten, put in the stocks or beheaded.

Notwithstanding my presence with them, notwithstanding the orders of the Government secured

through the efforts of Mr. Sill [the] American Minister, the Governor of Pyeng Yang and his
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advisers refused to punish those guilty of the persecution and refused the restitution of money
extorted, but threatened to put to death every Christian as soon as the foreigner should leave.
Even in the face of this, five of these men together with several who had become regular
attendants and interested inquirers, stood firm and continued to meet for prayer and study.

So long as they were in danger and my presence protected them what was there for me to

do but to stay. The Lord drew us very close together during those weeks and I shall never forget
the prayers they offered then that my health might not fail. I had intended spending the summer
in Eui Ju in more healthful surroundings, but it was willed otherwise, and thus it was that the war
caught me in Pyeng Yang.

Once more were we thrown upon the Lord and again did he give us all the needed
strength. Never did the Pyeng Yang people hear clearer evidence of the power of God to sustain

his people and it is a cause of thanksgiving that those Christians were of all men in the city the

most composed and unterrified. They were sought out by hundreds who were in fear and
trembling.

Scores of women came into Mr. Han’s inner quarters saying, It does us good to come
here; everywhere else all is confusion and men’s hearts are failing them, but here it is so calm

and restful. In those days the name of God was more reverently spoken and never had the people

of that city thought so much and talked so much about him.

After the entrance of the Chinese soldiers, soon followed by the execution of several

Japanese scouts, the Christians became alarmed for my safety, so one morning after news had

come from Seoul, they gathered in prayer, laid the case before the Lord and then sought me.

They asked me to leave, as they felt they would no longer be in danger, otherwise than from the

incidents of war, and they felt that I was in greater danger. Taking this as the Lord’s permission

to leave, I left for Seoul, arriving the middle of August.

In October, with Dr. Hall and Mr. Lee, the trip was again made, but owing to the

condition of the city after the battle and to the condition of our property, little evangelistic work

could be carried on at our house outside of the Sunday services. During this stay I gave

considerable time to assisting Dr. Hall in his work, preaching for him and instructing his class of

probationers. His sickness and mine necessitated an earlier departure than we had desired, but

before leaving, I placed Mr. Yi, one of our catechumens, in our new property outside the gate,

where he has prepared to hold services every Sunday, to distribute books and to proclaim the

Gospel. Word from him two days ago tells of regular services and of several deeply interested

inquirers awaiting our return. Mr. Han is still in charge of the work at the East Gate.

Work in Villages

In the early part of the year, in company with Mr. Han [Sok-Jin] and one of the

Christians, I visited several of the neighboring villages and distributed books. We also visited a

village where one of our catechumens lived and which I had visited once before. Here a

promising field awaited cultivation. Twenty men enrolled themselves with the intention of

meeting regularly for worship and study of the Scriptures, while many more gathered to hear us

as we preached. When the storm of persecution burst upon the Christians in Pyeng Yang, this



12/1894 - p.4 S.A.M.

class speedily disbanded and renounced all intention of identifying themselves with the Jesus

doctrine. It was not all chaff however, for three of these men stood together to cling to the truth

and quietly met together each Sabbath for prayer and study. Two of them visited me twice in

Pyeng Yang and were more carefully instructed there. They also reported to me the case of a

woman in their village who, after studying a tract, came out boldly as a worshiper of God. She

has cast out the evil spirits, prays only to God, observes the Sabbath and reads the Christian

books. When her child was sick, she resisted all the entreaties of neighbors to call in the

sorceress and prayed only to God, who heard her prayer and restored the child.

In the summer also I ventured to leave Pyeng Yang seven days. Taking a boat, we visited

several villages along the river and spent four days in the village of Chai Kyong in Whang Hai

province. Here also one of our catechumens lived and here one of our Christians had visited and

borne witness of the gospel. As the result, I found several inquirers. We held services in a shed

Saturday night and twice on Sunday and urged them to meet regularly for worship. The village

has since become the home of one of the Christians who fled there the night of the battle.

Several who desire to be received into the church are planning to build a house, secure him as

teacher of a Christian school for boys and set aside one room for a church, he to give them

instruction at night. The church collections up to the time of the persecution, amounted to eight

yen, most of which has been used in caring for three little girl babies picked up on the street or

along the wall where they had been cast away to die. Two of these lived but a short time, while

one at last accounts was still in the care of the foster mother secured. This work undertaken in

the very spirit of the Master, has been a blessing to the church and has borne fruit in gaining the

good-will of many who knew of it. Aside from this, nothing has been done in the way of raising

funds, although plans for partial self-support have been under consideration.

In June a teacher was secured and a day school for boys with ten pupils was started, the

course of study being that adopted in our boys’ school in Seoul. The war brought the

disbandment of the school for the time being. I am looking forward to a larger work in the

villages and country towns around Pyeng Yang and preparatory to that have been looking for the

right man to secure as colporteur. We have now, in connection with the Pyeng Yang work,

twelve baptized men enrolled.

Evangelistic Work in Eui Ju

For fifteen days of the month spent in Eui Ju, a theological or training class was held,

there being in attendance 17 men from nine different villages and cities. Some of these were in

attendance but a few days, the average however, being twelve. These included my two helpers,

the two teachers in charge of Christian schools for boys, and one school teacher with one of his

pupils, where the Bible is taught. I took them through a course in the life and teaching of Christ

as given in Luke. Each night we held a song and prayer service at which I gave them expository

sermons. Each Sunday I received on public profession of faith one or more as catechumens, until

ten such were enrolled, several of them the most promising applicants I have met in all my work

in Korea. I had fully expected to baptize at least six of these men in the summer, had I not been

prevented from again visiting Eui Ju.
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Upon the death of our evangelist, Paik, his wife being left without support, I undertook to

provide for her, furnishing $2 a month, she to remain in the house. She had already begun a

work among the women, and while I am not paying her for it, she continues that work and around
her is gathering a group of women who are learning to pray to and serve our Savior. The
woman’s service in Eui Ju is one of the brightest parts of my year’s experience, and several of

these women, I have no doubt, are sincere believers. In February, my helper, Kim, was married

to the daughter of Mr. Paik, by a Christian service. I arranged with him to make it his home in

Eui Ju, occupying a part of the house with Mrs. Paik. When the conflict with the governor in

Pyeng Yang prevented my visiting Eui Ju in the summer, I sent for Kim to visit me. He reported

continued interest on the part of the men, a growing work among the women, the organization of

a Christian school for boys and the carrying out of a plan for church collections which I had

proposed in the spring. He also reported that the women had asked to be allowed to contribute

their mites, and consequently every Sunday night, after the box has been passed in the men’s

meeting it is sent to the women’s meeting in the inner quarters.

The war has broken up this prosperous work and that band of believing, worshiping men
and women has been scattered, but where, I have no means of knowing. I only have the report

that everybody in Eui Ju, including the officials, fled to the mountain villages. May they, like the

church in Jerusalem when scattered, go everywhere preaching the word. In these villages my
policy is to get hold of the schools, making them the centers of work or the means of access to

the people. The teacher is a Christian, and the boys are subject to examinations by my helper on

his visits and by me on mine. Three of these school boys (one with his father) were publicly

received as catechumens. In another village I gave a gospel talk in the school room where the

teacher, a man of seventy-five years, has done a little Christian teaching. He has requested

baptism. In this village is a young man of great promise whom I baptized, he having applied

nearly two years ago. The services which I held there were well attended by the men, while the

women who gathered outside in the kitchen were certainly quiet listeners, as I knew nothing of

their presence until afterwards.

This year closes with an enrollment for the whole province of Pyeng Yang of 52 baptized

men and women, all of whom were baptized this year.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #180, Vol. eleven)
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General report of the Pveng Yang Station

In making this, the first official report of work in the north since Pyeng Yang has been set

aside as a separate station, a few interesting remarks are in order.

The first Protestant missionary work in Korea was the circulation of copies of the Chinese
New Testament by the Rev. Mr. Thomas, the agent of the Scotch Bible Society, who came to

Korea on the notable expedition of the General Sherman which was destroyed just below Pyeng

Yang. This was in 1866.

In the [eighteen] seventies, Rev. Mr. McIntyre began the instruction of Koreans traveling

in Manchuria, resulting in 1876 in the baptism of four men, among whom was Paik Hong-Cyoun.

Beginning with this, the Scotch United Presbyterian Missionaries followed up the Korean work

which largely fell into the hands of Dr. Ross, who has probably baptized several hundred

Koreans, among these men baptized was Saw Syang Youn.

hi 1887 Dr. Underwood visited Pyeng Yang and Eui Ju, sowing seed and looking for the

fruits of Dr. Ross’s work. In 1888 he again visited Pyeng Yang and in 1889 with Mrs.

Underwood made the long trip through Pyeng Yang and Eui Ju on to Kang Kyei. On this trip in

Eui Ju over thirty men were baptized and about this time three Pyeng Yang men who visited

Seoul were baptized there. Dr. Underwood’s absence in Japan and Mr. Moffett’s arrival in

Korea transferred this northern work to the latter, who that year [1890] spent fifteen days in

Pyeng Yang. In 1891 Mr. Moffett in company with Mr. Gale made a tour through the Pyeng

Yang province and on to Moukden and the Korean valleys of the north to gather what knowledge

they could of Dr. Ross’s work.

From that time, visits were made to Pyeng Yang two or three times a year until 1893

when Messrs. Moffett, Swallen and Lee were appointed to open a new station at Pyeng Yang. In

the spring of ‘93 the above named gentlemen made a trip to Pyeng Yang for the purpose of

obtaining property and taking the first step toward gaining a permanent residence there. On

account of rascally Koreans and a heathen governor this first attempt was unsuccessful and the

missionaries had to leave and be content to bide their time for a season. In a short time Mr.

Moffett again returned to Pyeng Yang and in July, 1893 was able to purchase and hold a Korean

house inside the big East Gate.

At the Annual Meeting in October, 1893 Mr. Swallen was appointed to work in Gensan

[Wonsan] and Messrs. Moffett and Lee in Pyeng Yang, which was now made a separate station.

Directly after the meeting Mr. Lee returned to America on special business [to be married] and

Mr. Moffett returned to Pyeng Yang, remaining there and in Eui Ju until the following May when

he returned to Seoul and met Mr. Lee on his return from the homeland with the special business

all accomplished.

Immediately after Mr. Lee’s return occurred Dr. Hall’s trouble in Pyeng Yang, and the

imprisonment and beating of our helper, Han [SUk-Jin]. Mr. Moffett, in company with Mr.

McKenzie, left post haste for Pyeng Yang to render assistance to Dr. Hall in his time of trying

need. This trip was entirely successful and God in his mercy, gave us a great victory over these
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heathen officials of this heathen city. In July, 1894, the men who had instigated the persecution

of our Korean helper were punished and five hundred dollars as indemnity was paid by the

governor. Great thanks is due from all our Mission and from all Mission workers in Korea to the

Hon. J.M.B. Sill, our noble-hearted minister, for his determined action and cordial assistance in

this whole matter. The heathen in Pyeng Yang have been taught a lesson they will not soon

forget and in the future will be exceedingly chary of interfering with the rights of one who takes

refuge under the stars and stripes.

Dr. Moffett remained in Pyeng Yang until the middle of August and boldly stood at his

post when he was in imminent danger of losing his life. The Korean Christians of Pyeng Yang

will not soon forget the object lesson of trust taught them by their spiritual teacher. War had

been declared between Japan and China and the city of Pyeng Yang was in possession of Chinese

troops, some of whom were doubtless the same that had so brutally murdered the Scotch

missionary, Mr. Wylie. Mr. Moffett remained at his post until the Christians themselves asked

him to leave, when he returned to Seoul.

About the middle of September occurred the battle of Pyeng Yang and the complete

defeat of the Chinese army. This defeat opened the way for a trip to the city and on October I

s '

Mr. Moffett and Mr. Lee in company with the late Dr. Hall left on a tour of investigation. We
found that our Christians had left the city, that our property had been sacked and that all Mr.

Moffett’s things except the stove (and that some wretch had smashed) had been carried off.

When our helper heard that we had come he returned and we soon had an account of his

experience. At first we thought he had run away and left the things with no one to look after

them, but we found that the poor fellow had stood bravely at his post until actually forced to

leave on account of the treatment he received at the hands of the Japanese soldiers. All the time

the Chinese soldiers were in Pyeng Yang not a thing was molested in our house. They would

come about and look but when told the things belonged to an American missionary they always

quietly left. Not so, the Japanese. When they entered the city they were bent on plunder and

because a thing belonged to an American missionary was no reason why it should not be carried

off by a victorious Jap. Han protested and tried to save our things but his protecting only had the

effect of getting him a beating. A Korean who was living with Han at the time also protested and

had a bullet shot through his hat for his pains. Is it any wonder that the man went to the country?

He only left when he found that his wife was daily in danger of insult by these unprincipled

soldiers.

When the Koreans who were acquainted with Mr. Moffett and Dr. Hall heard that we had

arrived they began to return to the city and take a look at the situation. I never saw people seem

more delighted to see anyone than were some of these people to see us. Men who had no interest

in the Gospel and who perhaps had only a speaking acquaintance with Mr. Moffett, seemed

overjoyed to see us. The report soon spread through the country that we had arrived, and of

course developed into all sorts of rumors, one of which was that ten thousand foreigners had

come to Pyeng Yang to make the Japanese and Chinese stop fighting. Our arrival was timely for

it gave confidence to the people and helped to quiet the minds of many who were in a most

perturbed state.

While here this time we were able to purchase the property which we tried to get in the

spring of ‘93. The property is outside the West gate on a little hill. It is far enough away to be
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free from the filth and bad smells of the city, yet near enough to give plenty of contact with the

Koreans. From the top of the hill is a delightful view of a wide fertile valley which in the

summer time is a perfect garden spot. A little stream winds along at the base of the hill and

empties into the Ta Tong [river] some three or four miles below. On the property is a large tile

house not very elegant, to be sure, but plenty good enough to remodel into a home for the Pyeng

Yang station. For the house and ground which is large enough to make three big mission

compounds we paid $399.43. This of course is only the first cost of the property. There will

have to be spent several hundred dollars yet on the place to make it inhabitable.

Mr. Lee returned alone to Seoul and left Mr. Moffett and Dr. Hall there in the city. About

a month later they too returned in company with Mr. Tate, who had kindly gone up to take

supplies and money. Dr. Hall was taken sick before they left and much to our sorrow passed

away a few days after reaching home. Just here I would like to express my sincere thanks to Mr.

Tate, of the Southern Presbyterian Mission, who so kindly made the trip to Pyeng Yang in my
place when I was unable to return.

In regard to future work in Pyeng Yang, the prospects were never so bright. Once the war

is over and the people return to the city, there is going to be a grand opportunity for work among

them. This trip to Pyeng Yang showed many of them that we are truly their friends and they will

be more ready to give us an attentive hearing.

Since the death of our beloved friend, Dr. Hall, Pyeng Yang is without a physician. Both

Mr. Moffett and I have asked the Board in recent letters to send a physician for Pyeng Yang as

soon as possible. Will not the Mission join us in this plea and ask that this man be found and

sent immediately?

Respectfully submitted

by Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #180, Vol. eleven, Report J)
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Report of Special Bible Committee

According to the plan adopted under the constitution which was reported and approved by the

Missions last year, work has been carried on by the Board of Translators consisting of Dr. Underwood,

Dr. Scranton, Mr. Appenzeller, Mr. Gale and Mr. [Bishop] Trollope. Last spring repeated inquiries were

made as to the progress of the work and the committee was again and again urged to adopt some plan tor

procuring a part of the Scriptures more speedily. Communication with the Translators revealed the tact

that there was no likelihood of their being able to present us with any one book inside of a year and more.

In order to meet the wishes of the missionaries and to provide for the pressing needs the

Committee set on foot a plan looking towards the securing of a limited number of copies of the

translations as they had been prepared by individual members of the Translating Board. At the June

meeting the following action was taken: “Resolved that the Board of Official Translators be requested to

allow the Permanent Executive Bible Committee to use for printing a tentative edition, the first draft ol

the several works they may have translated.” It was also resolved to request the translators to hand over

to the Committee for such use the four Gospels and Acts in time for action at the October meeting. In

response to this request the Board of Translators replied - (see Minutes for June 25* ): In consideration

of the request of the Executive Committee, on condition of the edition not exceeding 1000, we

recommend that the Executive Committee print the individual versions submitted to the Board such
^

editions however to be considered as individual versions and not The tentative edition ol the Boaid.

At the October meeting of the Permanent Executive Bible Committee the translators further

reported as follows: “In view of petition regarding the term *1"— cl [Ha nu nim] wherein certain in the

community ask that they may be provided with an edition of the Scriptures published having this term

used Moved that we recommend that the Permanent Executive Bible Committee use their discretion in

the printing of the gospels and print such a number with the term ^ [Ha nu mm] as they shall sec

fit according to Article VIII of the constitution, asking however that they shall provide for the term *

[Chun Ju], chosen by the Board, by providing at least 500 copies with that term. With this

communication, the manuscript of Matthew and Acts were submitted and the Executive Committee then

authorized the printing of an edition of 1500 copies of each, viz: 1000 each with the term I- J [Ha nu

niml and 500 copies each with the termed^ [Chun Ju], the style as to type, paper, etc. to be the same as

in the earlier edition of Mark (published by the Scotch Bible Society). A committee was appointed to put

these through the press, the two editions to be put on the market at the same time.

In November the manuscripts for Mark, Luke and John were reported as ready for submission to

the Committee and their publication, in the same way as with Matthew and Acts, was authorized. The

translators were requested to in the same manner submit the whole New Testament for publication in the

same way.

We had fully expected to be able to report that Matthew and Acts were through the press and

nearly ready for distribution but their publication has been delayed so that we cannot Yet reP° rt

manuscripts are in the printers’ hands. However, at a meeting of the translators held December 22 and

atTmeeting of the Permanent Executive Committee held the same day, action was taken looking towards

the soeedy publication of Matthew and Acts according to the plan reported above. The appearance of

hese two books is to be followed by that of Mark, Luke and John It is not the intention that this edition

shall be used for indiscriminate distribution among the unconverted but for use by the missionaries and

rts in their Bible study and in worship. When this is provided for the most pressing needs, the

«*= v -I** »d p'»“rf morc cr,t,caiiy hcnc,! ““ si°wi>'

to prepare the best version they can for general distribution.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #180, Vol. eleven. Report RR)



Sorai, Chang Yun, Korea December 31, 1894 William J. McKenzie

Dear Brother Moffett-

Glad to hear of your safe arrival in Soul [Seoul]. You can imagine my feelings when I

read of Dr. Hall’s death. I can hardly believe I shall not meet him again in Korea. How
mysterious are God’s ways! I trust I shall ever profit by my association with him. I know of very

few who had so much of the Spirit of the Master. How mysterious are God’s ways to take him

away, while the harvest is so plenteous and laborers so few. He makes no mistakes. He doeth all

things well. I know that you all in Soul [Seoul] have been anxious about me up here and have

borne me continually on the arms of faith and prayer before the Father above. I feel satisfied, if

that were not so, and so many were not praying for me in America, that my life would not have

been spared till now. Twice I made ready for death, expecting to have to leave in a few hours.

I am thankful if friends who visited me in the darkest hours saw no fear, but I could tell of

the power of Jesus to bear me over life’s troubles. The darkest hour was brightened by His

presence. I put away my things so that they might be of some use to someone else. Saw Kyung

Cho [sometimes Romanized as Suh Kyung-Jo] started out in the night to see a leader of the

rebels who formerly was a friend and he found to his surprise a Testament in his possession. On

into the night they conversed over that book, Saw [Suh] showing him the deeper meaning of

God’s Word and who Jesus was. He promised his protection. They (the rebels) passed by on

their errand of plunder and death. Over a score of Japanese were killed besides Buddhist priests.

Several times, lawless bands came to our neighborhood to wipe out the name of Christ from the

land but were prevented, so that when the crisis was over the passing bands only came in to see

the foreigner and have a “Kukyeng (sight-see).” My gun I took apart so that no one could use it.

The tables are fast turning through fear of the Japanese who are now in Haiju. From far and near

they come to see the foreigner for medicine and books. One man bought five or six Testaments

besides a dozen other books for his friends to read. Tong Haks and Anti-Tong Haks [a militant

anti-foreign rebel group, name meaning Eastern Learning], Christians and anti-Christians joined

in erecting a pole near the house I live in, to unfurl the banner of Jesus, white with St. George’s

Cross on it. As it was unfurled, we joined in singing All hail the power ofJesus name. All were

glad to have the banner of peace waving over their village. They suggested it themselves first.

Through our wonderful deliverance and peaceful appearance in the midst of such trouble, others

filled with fear from far and near, Tong Haks and Anti-Tong Haks, come for consultation and

advice. Tinkering in medicine helps much to extend our influence. Many seem to have lost their

suspicion of my intentions here. The Tong Haks are crest fallen over the success of the Japanese

in Korea and believe me when I tell them how things stand. I am glad now I stayed, though twice

if I had had a chance to run or hide, I would have done so till the trouble was over. Friends were

turned to foes who shunned me; to escape by land or sea was out of the question. Every place

was watched. I had only to calmly await the end. I was enabled in some little measure to

sympathize with your position in Pyengyang last summer. Glad to know you have recovered

from your fever in Pyengyang. I find Saw Kyung Cho a most excellent man. He is in my

estimation a really superior man to the evangelist. Fenwick [an independent Baptist missionary]

has taught him well. He knows his Bible much better. He does not beat round the bush like the

other but goes right to the point. Today Saw (Sr.) said that in a month or two he intended to go
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to Soul or some other place. Chung’s wife has not yet come to service. I can’t say he has done
much preaching, in fact none. I wish those fellows would learn to believe, would preach when
not paid for it as well as when paid. Saw Kyung Cho hopes soon to go to Soul, and have his

boys taught by others while he will give himself to the work. It is much easier for him to be here
but he says that won’t do. I have all confidence in him and in making a bargain with him I’d feel

like saying to him “all you need of money you will get”. With such a bargain I know he would
do the right. His boys are fine fellows and his wife, a busy excellent woman. I hear that a

Baptist has come to Soul [Rev. E.C. Pauling]. He would not be bigoted if like Dr. Gordon who
sends him [Dr. Gordon founded the Ella Thing Memorial Mission]. I hope to be in Soul two
days hence. Possibly you will then be in Pyengyang; indeed perhaps this note will find you there

Send me the news of Pyengyang when you can. Sorry I could not be at the Council. But I feel I

have done best under the circumstances. I had nothing to report more than blunders, etc. That’s

not edifying to any one.

With kindest regards and compliments of the season

Ever your Christian brother,

Wm. J. McKenzie

(published in The Korea Mission Field
,
February, 1936, pp. 32, 33 at end of an article by Samuel

A. Moffett, Early Days ,
continued from the January number of same journal)






