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However, if we can get two houses this year we shall continue to make shiftsuccessfully until the others can be granted.
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Second - Our Need for New Missionaries.
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.

9 Ya " g General Report and the letters from Mr. Whittemore and MrMoffett concerning the work in the north around Sun Chun have clearly expressed thisneed. Mr. Swallen's transfer here will not provide for our needs as Mr. Baird will leave onfurlough, and when he returns the furlough of Mr. Lee & Mr. Swallen will be due I do notsee how we are to compass this work and without new men we shall be in worse shapetwo years hence than we now are - even tho the work should make but little progress

We want one clerical and one medical missionary to accompany Mr. Whittemore inproviding for the northern work - and we want one clerical missionary for country
itineration in Whang Hai province.

Ihild - Our Need for Evangelistic Helpers and Itineration Fund.
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We are asking for an increase but not in proportion to the advance in the work and but a
very slight increase considering the number of missionaries to be provided for . We are
more & more urging self support and are securing it. The Pyeng Yang Church provides
entire support for its Helpers and three country circuits are providing partial support.

With reference to the itinerating fund, I should like to make known this fact - that
each year this fund falls short of paying our itinerating expenses - a considerable part of

which we have had to meet from our own pockets. I have for this year already drawn all

my share of this fund and have spent 30 yen beside. Before the 1st of May I shall probably
spend 50 yen more - or else refuse to look after my country work - which I will not do.

We do not complain, nor do we regret using the money so - we are glad to do & so far as

we can - only I think the fact ought to be known that the adjustment of the "cut" each
year necessitates our casting about to provide the funds for work which cannot be cut. I

suppose there is nothing more important than these two items.

Fourth - Educational Needs .

The Training Classes are the life of our work and their influence cannot be

estimated.

The new work for which we are asking this year is the School which is to be

developed into an Academy. We ask for but 700 yen ($350.00) for building and 178 yen

($89.00) for teachers and expenses.

We plan nothing on a large scale and want no foreign buildings with large

running expenses. We want it on such a scale and so nearly Korean as will make it fit into

a Korean Church, which in time can provide for it, man it and direct it under our

supervision.

On the face of it, with over 1000 members and 3500 Catechumens, our work has

reached a stage demanding something more than elementary education. Before asking the

Board for this amount we have experimented with our own funds and the experiment is

sufficiently successful to warrant the asking for funds to carry out this plan. The

paragraph on educational work in the General Report and Mr. Baird's reports will explain

this plan more fully.

Fifth -

In addition to these more urgent requests of our own station I want to add a plea

for the granting of re-enforcements to the Taqoo Station . I have heretofore written and

spoken to you of my conviction that Tagoo is one of the most important points for the

development of work. Situated in the interior it is relieved of the drawbacks of work in an

open port. Mr. Adams has a splendid command of the language, is well balanced and

consecrated and I see no reason why there should not be such a development in the work

there as we have been having in the north.

Mr. Adams has greatly desired us to send two earnest Christians from here to
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I trust have not written at too great length on questions which have already beenbrought to your attention. We feel so strongly our needs that I have felt a great desire tohave them more explicitly before you at a time when I know you will be considering the
appropriations.

We are eagerly awaiting word that the Board sanction the transfer of Mr. Swallen
and the giving up of the Gensan [Wonsan] Station to the Canadians. Mr. Swallen is
delighted to be with us and is eager to move his family here. I cannot tell how much we
need him - and with his fine equipment in language and experience and with his earnest
spirit his work here will count for much.

We are all well with the exception of Mrs. Wells whose winter cough causes her
considerable trouble.

Political troubles connected with the Independence Clubs of which a number of
Christians have been members have caused some persecution of some of our people. And
there seems to be some indication of a strong re-action in the government - reverting to
the days of the Conservatives. We were all glad to receive your last letter showing that
you were back at your office again - after the illness and furlough of this summer.

Hoping to write you again soon - concerning the city church and my country district
and various plans connected with my work and wishing you continued health and joy in

the work.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #86)



Seoul, Korea February 1 1, 1899 (Rec'd Mar. 1

1

) Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I am just in receipt of letters from America from the parents of Dr. M. Alice
Fish giving their consent to our marriage and I take the first opportunity to
communicate this fact to you feeling sure that I shall have your approval and hearty
congratulations.

I had about come to the conclusion that the Lord intended that I should serve
Him as a single man - seeing that He had never brought me into contact with a
woman who called forth my love. Now that He has done so and that I have won
her love, I very gratefully look forward to even a happier life in the Master's service
here than I have had heretofore and as you know I have been a pretty happy man
and have had very rich blessings in the work here.

It will be several months before we can be married and we shall have to
come to Seoul in order that the ceremony may be performed in the presence of the
U.S. Consul. It will be so planned however as to work in harmoniously with the
work of the station as already planned and will probably bring us to Seoul again
just in time for the next meeting of the Bible Committee.

That you will rejoice with me in my happiness and that we shall have your
prayers that together we may serve the Lord more faithfully and usefully than we
otherwise could, I feel perfectly confident and shall look forward with pleasure to

your letter in answer to this. I am grateful for the years spent as a single man in

pioneer work and I am grateful that just as the pioneer period of the work was
finished the Lord sent Dr. Fish to Korea. When our plans are more definitely

settled, I shall write you again and at more length concerning the work.

With kindest regards to all associated with you and with earnest prayer for

your own health.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #87)



Pyeng Yang, Korea March 8th, 1 899 Mrs. Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Again it falls to my lot to write you a letter - and altho the past month has

been a rather quiet one, I am sure you will be glad to hear what we are all about.

Right after the Men's Training Class everyone who could go piled off to the

country. In a few days after he started, Mr. Swallen returned with two badly-

sprained wrists which you have already heard about. He spent about two weeks

here getting then "doctored". While he was thus resting up - some of the church

women came to me asking if they couldn't have some more study classes - during

their New Year's Season. We thought it over and asked Mr. Swallen if he wouldn't

teach them - as his pain was so much relieved - and he was already feeling restless

to be about some work. The women were of course delighted and so was Mr.

Swallen. These classes lasted five or six days. Then Mr. Swallen started off into

Whang Hai Do on his intended trip. He writes that he is holding three classes a day

and never since he has been in the Lord's work has he had a more blessed time.

Mr. Whittemore is up north and writes encouragingly as to the work and his

health also.

Mr. Moffett has been down to Seoul and back on Bible Committee work and

is now holding a country class of about ten days duration a day's journey north of

here.

Mr. Baird made two trips to his territory - and returned really ill with a heavy

cold and diarrhea. After several days of rest in bed he got over his trouble and

since has been busy packing up to go on their furlough. I am certainly glad they

are going for altho they are not sick folks they are certainly both very much worn

out and I hope the year at home will do wonders for them and they will return in

full measure of strength for we so much need them here.

Mr. Hunt too has returned from a very busy country trip. He came in ill too -

had had fever and trouble with his stomach - but is feeling better now. I hear Mr.

and Mrs. Hunt and Miss Best are planning a country trip of three weeks into Whang

Hai. Won't that be just fine - and won't those Whang Hai Do women rejoice?

Dr. Wells has been busy with his Hospital work - and at present is away

from home on a medical trip to the Gold mines. He has not been very well lately -

but I believe was feeling as usual when he left.

Mr. Lee returned last week from a visit to his country churches south of

here. He is feeling better today but has been having such dreadful headaches
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every day. Dr. Fish has put him on a strict diet as she thinks it comes from his
stomach.

Dr. Fish as you have doubtless heard had the misfortune to break her left leg
However that was two weeks ago and her greatest time of pain is over and she is

doing ever so well. Every morning she, with Miss Best and Mr. and Mrs. Hunt,
spends diligently studying Korean. They enjoy it so much and are all just getting
along so well with their language study. It is really surprising to some of us - the
rapid progress these new people are making.

Mrs. Hunt is teaching in the Girls school now and plays the organ for me in

my two women's meetings. She is just a fine woman.

Miss Best returned from her country trip to help in the care of Dr. Fish. She
is taking Mrs. Baird's classes now. I wish we could find another just such a young
lady as Miss Best - but that would be hard to do. She is such a strong healthy girl

is getting a fine hold on the language and the women are all so fond of her. We
couldn't find a finer worker than Miss Best and we all appreciate her so much.

Mrs. Wells holds her usual classes - and every day visits the sick who so
much appreciate her sympathetic presence.

Mrs. Baird has been busy preparing for her year of absence and caring for

the children who have not been very well. A kind of grippe has been going the

rounds of the children. Each one has had his turn at it.

We have had more of our number than usual on the sick list this spring but

don't think we feel or look gloomy about it for we surely do not. A happier more
congenial company of missionaries would be hard to find anywhere - and if you
were here you would rejoice with us in our happiness. God is so good to us all the

time and gives us so much to be thankful for.

My Mother and Mr. Lee both unite with me in kind regards to yourself and

family.

Hoping this will find you enjoying good health.

Yours most sincerely,

Blanche W. Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol.7, letter #74)



Seoul, Korea Mar. 9, 1899 Gifford/Avison/Fish

To the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in America:

Dear Brethren -

At our last Annual Meeting the undersigned were appointed a Committee to

write you concerning Miss Strong's health in view of her return or otherwise to

Korea. All recognize her devotion and her usefulness as a missionary up to the
extent of her physical powers and earnestly desire, if she recovers, that she may
return to her place amongst them. Nevertheless, a feeling of uneasiness has been
in our minds that a curious condition may be developing - or in other words that her

condition is not a want of nerve energy that will be restored by a year's rest, but

rather that there is a deeper cause underlying her prolonged suffering, which should

if possible be discovered and removed.

Dr. Avison in his letter to the Board at the time of her return home drew your

attention to the greatness of her suffering and the length of time it had existed and
the object of this letter is to emphasize in your mind the need there is that her

exact condition be examined into and if possible determined, with a view to

knowing the probability or otherwise of a restoration to a condition that would fit

her for residence and work in this trying country.

As to how and by whom this examination should be conducted we have no

suggestion to make as you have better knowledge of that than have we.

This letter is not to be understood as a suggestion that she should not be

sent back to the field but only that the Board should know if possible the present

condition of her health and the probabilities for the future and decide after

knowing.

We all hope that the result will warrant her return here at an early date.

On behalf of the Korea Mission,

Mary H. Gifford

O.R. Avison

M. Alice Fish

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 7, letter #76)



Seoul, Korea March 22, 1899 Horace N. Allen

My dear Dr. Ellinwood,

I have your letter of Feb. 14 and will reply at great length as I am about to start for

home, and will see you probably in August.

I have been able to assist the young ladies in getting the ground for their house.

The site of Dr. Vinton's old house is next to the Russian Legation and on higher ground

than this Legation. If it were mine I could for Yen 1000 put in brick walls, tight double

floors-clearing out the earth underneath, double windows, etc. There is ample room for

another house at the back, with large grounds around it. I know that the proximity of the

Legations is not conducive to mission work, perhaps it would be better to sell and go

farther away. Dr. Avison who is just leaving for home can tell you much about this.

I have talked with Vinton since receiving your letter and I have talked with such

sensible persons as Mrs. Gifford and Miss Doty, without letting them get any idea of the

reasons for my talk. Vinton tells me that his chief work is that of treasurer for the whole

mission in Korea, which takes up more than half his time, and that the balance is given up

to literary work, chiefly the editing of the "Christian News". The ladies above named

seemed in our conversation to think that the treasury work was such a serious matter that

it would be quite enough for one man and too much, for instance, for Mr. Gifford. You

may not feel that way. Certainly the man would have to live in a vastly more modest way
if he earned his living from the same amount of work in America. He would have lost you

the Government hospital years ago had not Mr. Heard, the then U.S. Minister, backed up

so vigourously your interests as I stated them. However, he goes home next Autumn and

you can talk with him for yourself. The people here seem satisfied with him.

Avison goes home because of a sick wife and the medical work is left for the

present in charge of Miss Field. Avison is a good man for the place and I understand he

leaves with very great reluctance. I do not like him personally, but I recognize his worth

and think you can do no better than to send him back as soon as possible.

I have recently secured a sort of proclamation of religious liberty in connection with

the settlement of certain troubles for your Peng-yang mission. In trying to get tiles for

them I raised a great hornets nest and all foreigners were asked to remove their people

from Peng-yang. It was a long and hard fight, but I succeeded in getting the place formally

declared open on May 1 next. [i.e. declared an open port] I can leave knowing that all

these things are now in good shape. It is a great pleasure to me to aid the Peng-yang

mission. They are a fine reasonable set of men and do mission work exclusively without

all this merchandizing and publishing that annoys one at times in trying to aid the others.

Sincerely yours,

H.N. Allen

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 7, letter #79)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

March 27, 1899 Graham Lee

Your letter stating action of the Board in regard to my request for anappropnat.on for one hundred and fifty yen for expense due to my sickness inS anghai came duly to hand. The action of the Board was that they couldn't see
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In our first years on the field Mrs. Lee and I saved a little of our salary eachyear, but what we had saved all went into the Shanghai trip and more too so that
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if the work goes on that the missionary carries the work with his salary. The timehas come in Pyeng Yang when the salary is not big enough to carry the work andwh at is a man going to do? I'm not complaining, simply stating facts. We have totrave to look after our work. If "itineration" goes into the cut, we have to travelon salary. Schools must be kept up: if school appropriations go into the cut
schools must fall back on the salary. The Board's houses must be kept in repair. If
repairs go into the cut, salary must keep up the house.

The house I am living in now needs some repairing: there is no money in the
repair fund, and just now I have no money to do it with, so consequently it goes
undone. Sarangs must be kept up: if the cut takes the sarang appropriation then
the salary must keep up the sarang, and so on through the list. Thus far we have
kept our work going in spite of the cut simply because the missionaries were willing
to give the last cent they had rather than see the work suffer. But the work has
grown so now that the salary begins to fail to carry it and what the outcome is
going to be I don't know. Please understand me. Dr. Ellinwood. I'm not
complaining nor nagging at the Board. I know what a trial it must be to the
secretaries when the funds fail to go around. God forbid! that I should say
anything that would add to your burden. But there is a problem facing us that we
must meet in some way, and just how to meet it I'm sure I don't know. Did we
have no work it would be easy enough but when our work is driving us at the
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Pyeng Yang, Korea
April 29, 1899 M. Alice Fish

Dear Dr. Ellinwood,

The month of April has seen a continuation of the itineration begun as soon as thewinter weather would permit, and the reports from all districts are as ever most
encouraging. Mr. Whittemore returned recently after two months spent in Northern PyengAn province where he visited nineteen of the twenty-four groups of believers and sawpeople fromi all but one group. In spite of the activity of the Catholics and their efforts to

Mr°
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®. ,s becoming better established and the numbers are increasing.Mr Whittemore during this last stay having examined and received one hundred thirty-two

catechumens. From the new groups springing up here and there through the Northern
province there promises to be a repetition of the ingathering which the Church here has
seen. We are praying the Lord of the harvest to send laborers for those fields already
white. What would a pastor in the home-land think of a parish of the extent of Mr
Whittemore's? He would not long be left in full possession. The heart of many a Christian
teacher at home would be gladdened by having a people as hungry for a knowledge of the
Scriptures as are these Koreans.

Mr. Lee has made two trips down into the Whang Hai province, holding a training
class of five days in a central village and receiving fifty-four catechumens.

» » -

Mr. Swallen's great pleasure in the trip which he took into his newly-appointed
district was a delight to see. He found the people so much more receptive than those
among whom he had been working on the East coast, that instead of the necessity of
seeking opportunities, the difficulty was to supply the demand for teaching. We are most
heartily thankful to have Mr. and Mrs. Swallen and family established in this station; the
Korean Christians also have given them a warm welcome.

Mr. Moffett, during two trips on the Soon An circuit, met with an encouraging
response to the call for subscriptions toward the support of a native Helper, nearly all the
support for half a year having been paid. There was an attendance of fifty at a training
class held for eight days, and at different places more than eighty were received on the list
of catechumens. To a part of this district two of the best women of the City Church were
recently sent out by the Home Missionary Society - formed by the women themselves -

with the result there is a greatly increased interest among the women there, and they are
eager to be taught. When the two women returned from their preaching trip, before
stopping for food or rest, they came to my study and with radiant faces told where they
had visited and how been received. One said that along the way they often had many
insulting things to bear, when they were known as Christians; but she smiled and added,
"that does not make any difference when it is for Jesus' sake, and when we can bring
home such things as these," and she handed me some spirit garments and a little brass
implement given up by a sorceress who has ceased using incantations to demons and now
knows the true God. At three places in that district where last year there were only from
one to three believers, there are now thirty at one and nearly twenty in each of the others.
From one place the people walk six miles to attend Church, and at one village Mr. Moffett
recently baptized three old women, 56, 62 and 70 years of age, (one of them having
followed him fourteen miles to receive baptism) all of them happy as could be, though
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Hunt ' Miss Best, and Mr. Moffett are at present on short trips in thecountry, and Mr. Whittemore has left for another month in the North.

.

™eSPnng trainin9 class for women will we expect, be held here for ten days from
the sixth of May, the women will from now on enjoy an especial privilege in having Mrs
Swallen s classes.

n the City Church four deacons have been chosen and ordained and the people
have given in their second annual subscription nearly $200 (gold) toward the much needednew church building. Fifteen men and women are to be received here tomorrow as
catechumens. There have been comparatively few baptisms, it being thought best by the
station that this year should be one of stablishing after the wide ingathering of the
previous two or three years. However, on a recent trip of only five days, Mr Moffett
baptized twenty-seven saying on his return, "What can one do when all the conditions are
met? Neglect to gather in sheaves?"

We heard with great sorrow for those at home who loved and needed him and for
ourselves, of the "home-going" of our beloved Dr. Gillespie. He now sees the beauty of
pattern and plan which God is still working out through us who remain. May a double
portion of his spirit be given to one who in his stead shall carry on the work. Be assured
that we who also feel his absence from us are praying for you who must so sorely miss his
co-operation and counsel.

Very sincerely yours,

M. Alice Fish

For the station

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 7, letter #91)
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Dear Cousin Emma,

I am ever so sorry the enclosed draft has to be returned It was rathor i

reaching me - came just at the time I was hurt out in the country, and by he tSeTforwarded it to Chemulpo there was not time for it to reach London within the Li Sothere ,s noth,ng to do but return it. This winter when the river was frozen the couhefservice overland was very insufficient and many of our mails were delayed'.
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th® advantage of the international bank in San Francisco which has an

.0 send a check ,o the treasure,. Mr. Hand, a,
^

,s no, ,or genera, work bu, ,o be sen, ,„ m ,hr„„g b our station,« TSSjZacts in this way as the transmitter of funds for individuals.

In our northern station we are feeling very much the need of a printing press ofsufficient size to furnish lesson sheets for the Sabbath Schools, print pastoral letters t0 thecountry churches, and perhaps a small paper, quarterly or monthly. I have thought youwould like to have the money go toward this plant, which will be scattering the Scripturesfar and wide in lesson leaves, and print a paper to help build up Christian homes.
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d MrS ‘ Baird are in AmeriCa they expect t0 secure ™"ey to purchasethe press, and this forty yen a year will be a large part of the running expenses.

Your letter of February 1 9th came to me in April. I am distressed that you have hadthe grippe and a letter even before that told of a severe cold so I fear you have beenworking through the winter against great physical weakness. How I wish I might be withyou and know just how you are.

I know you are truly happy over the deep joy and love which have come to meYou know I rejoiced in coming to Korea, and I have been very happy in the work and in thepmpara ion or future work. Truly I have had not a single feeling of homesickness nor a
e of loneliness. The Master is very precious and makes all the days bright with His

presence. But now the aspect of all things is brightened as one does not know it can be
till true love comes. Truly our Father does teach us through His good gifts how better tounderstand and receive His divine love and blessings. We pray that the blessings He is
bestowing on us may all be used for His glory and the building up of this people. It is a
great responsibility as well as privilege to enter into so wide a work as Mr. Moffett has
here He has built up all this northern work from its very beginnings. It is beautiful to seehow dearly the Koreans love him, and he is never so thoroughly in his element as when
preaching to and teaching them.

The work is growing and deepening on all sides and while there are many serious
problems to be solved, there are encouraging reports from nearly every district Recently
Mr. Moffett made two short trips out into the country, one of five days in which he visited
eight groups, baptized twenty-seven people and received eighty one on the list of
catechumens. Three of those baptized were old women, 50, 62 and 70 years of age very
ignorant, but full of joy and happiness in their new found Saviour. The one 62 years old
walked fourteen miles to receive baptism. On the second trip from Saturday till Tuesday
he baptized thirty six and received sixty four catechumens. One man out there over fifty
years old had been a very hard drinker but has stopped entirely and is leading an earnest
Christian life. Christianity has broken up hundreds of wine shops here and reformed
thousands of drunkards. The preaching of the Gospel needs no pledges nor organizations



to supplement its power. On ever, side there is a harvest waiting and multitudes o"people eager to be taught. Would there were more workers here now. - we oannot knowhow long the land will be permitted such quiet.
cannot know

more thaTfuT"
^ W°man '

S traini"9 C 'aSS * in SeSSi° n agai" for ten da*s and the time is

vo,

Hr mUCh there IS t0 te " VOU ' C° USin Emma - 1 wish 1 mi 9 ht talk with y° u - Howyou would enjoy stepping into the midst of our little community. Looking out the windowdown the hill a little way, you could see the frame of our new house the Korean carpentersare building. It ,s Korean made on the whole, with mud walls and tile roof, but with thefore'gn modification of higher ceilings, glass windows and full size doors. The little housewhere IVIr. Moffett has been living is cosy and would be quite large enough, but its locationtoo low and he has been fighting malaria for too many years already. It is well that amove is necessary now, for with pressure of work and so many places for money, I doubt
if anyone could have made him see the need of it for his own sake. The home will meanmore to him than anyone can know who has not followed through all the years of pioneerwork out here. We both look forward to it also as a means of blessing to these people -

one can do so much for them through the home.
'

I want to thank you now, Cousin Emma, for the gift which is on the way. I hope itcomes safely, and know I shall be pleased, - most of all because it comes from you Whenwe had our community dinner last Christmas, the pretty centre piece you gave me adorned
the table. Before long I shall have a (pine) board of my own to place it on!

Please give warmest love to all the family for me, - specially to dear Uncle James
and Mabeth. Mr. Moffett sends kindest regards to you. And you know that my heart
goes out in love to you constantly.

Phil. 3: 7-1 1 have been made very precious to me. May the Master give you "to
know the power of His resurrection" and keep within you constantly the sense of His
abiding presence.

Very lovingly yours,

M. Alice Fish

Please give my love also to Mrs. Helm and Miss Nellie.

I am curious to see Kipling's "Truce of the Bear." Have you seen it printed in form which
you could send to me?

Finished May 9th. My limb is doing well though I cannot yet bear my weight on it.

(Original in the Alice Moffett Starkey collection of Moffett papers. Photo-copy in the
Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea May 27, 1899 S.F. Moore

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

am just home from Pai Chun district where we have now 1 8 centers where thepeople meet for Sabbath worship. At one village I met Mr. Chun who has been laborina
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S ' n the d ' StriCt spendin9 a week with each church. He reportedgood attendance at the nightly meetings he has been holding everywhere and also that hehad burned the "devil” (fetishes) in three houses within the past few days Going on 40to Changoka. the next station, I met three of the brethren just coming in from a foragingxpedition. They had been to four houses that morning to "burn the devil", and had
9

brought along with them a mutang [sorceress] and her outfit which included drum gongcymbals, rattle, necklace of 1000 beads, garments of all shapes & colors, knives used
9 '

when impersonating the fighting spirit, and a half dozen large pictures before which sheormerly bowed and sacrificed. She had a small building set apart for the worship of the
spirits where all these things were kept. This room she has now set apart as a place ofprayer to the true God. This sorceress cannot read, but listened eagerly to the Word andasked me to visit her home & pray.

The Koreans here have turned these captured guns upon the enemy - the gong &cymbals make a deafening noise and they use them daily in street chapel meetings
Salvation Army fashion, to draw a crowd.

At Pa ' Chun magistracy the congregation has become too large for the building thenumber of women having about doubled since the class was held there in Feb'y and there
are many tokens of blessing all along the line. The leaders especially need the prayers of
the church. 1

I find Mr. McDougal's report that there is a yearly deficit on the new building and
regret that this is so. We hope to hear that the Board came out without debt at the'end of
the year. The letter concerning the cut has arrived and the Committee is now at work
adjusting the cut - a necessary but perplexing task.

You will have heard of Mrs. Underwood's illness & their departure for Wonsan &
Vladivostok in search of health. The bridal party [Moffett/Fish] is here and the wedding is
set for Thursday. The prolonged drought gives prospect of famine and rice price has
already advanced considerably.

With warm regards to all at 156 [5
th
Avenue, New York City]

Yours faithfully,

S.F. Moore

Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 7, letter #97)



Seoul, Korea May 31, 1899 Graham Lee

Dear Father and Mother:

•

y° u surpnsed at a tetter from me from Seoul? I am down here to take
part in Mr Moffett's wedding - in fact I am to be the officiating minister. We camedown overland and had a very pleasant trip. You know that Dr. Fish broke one of
her limbs in February - it was a very bad break and is not well yet - in fact, she can
not use it at all and has to use crutches all the time. Mr. Moffett and I came down
on our wheels and Dr. Fish rode in a chair carried by four men. Miss Best also
came with us and she rode her wheel part of the way. When she would get tired
riding her wheel she would take her chair. Mr. Whittemore is here, too, but he
came down later. Miss Best is to be bride's maid, Mr. Whittemore to be best man
and I am to preform [perform] the ceremony, so you see it is to be entirely a Pyeng
Yang affair. They wanted to be married in P.Y. and we all wanted to have it so
but they have to be married in the presence of the American Consul and as he
couldn't come to P.Y. we of course had to come to Seoul.

f

The ceremony is to be tomorrow, June 1st, at 12 o'clock noon at Miss
Doty's home. All the missionary community of Seoul are invited, and a few others.
There will probably be about seventy guests. The wedding cakes were made in
America and sent out to Pyeng Yang and from Pyeng Yang had to be sent down to
Seoul, so they are much-traveled wedding cakes. We brought one with us on the
way down and I thought surely there would be no form or beauty left to it seeing
the way it was handled by the packers who brought our loads, but it was all right
and suffered no injury. Our loads, you see, were brought down on ponies. We had
quite a party. There were four of us, Mr. Moffett's Korean teacher, two servants,
one Korean woman, ten chair men, three horse men, three chairs, three horses and
three bicycles. We traveled one hundred li a day, which is about thirty miles. To
do this we had to get up about four o'clock in the morning, get started about six or
six thirty, and travel till seven o'clock in the evening, with about two hours for
noon. The last night we slept eighty li out, a little over twenty-five miles. The next
morning I left at twenty-five minutes to six and reached the city gate at seventeen
minutes past eight which, considering the hilly nature of the country I thought was
pretty good time. I had one pull of about five miles all up hill. It pays to have a
wheel in this country. I was the first missionary to use the bicycle in traveling in

the country. Now nearly all the missionaries have wheels.

The city of Seoul is progressing. We have now an electric street railway. It

runs across the city from west to east and out the East Gate some three miles to
the late Queen's grave. This is a great innovation for staid old Korea and whether
the thing is going to be a success or no is a matter of question. The road was built

by American contractors but the capital was all furnished by Koreans. The line was
started a day or two before we got in and ran two or three days after we got here
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and then everything stopped and is still stopped. The trouble arose as follows. We
had all been expecting someone would get killed, for the Koreans wouldn't keep off
the track and one morning the expected accident happened. A child was run over
and killed and the father who was standing near and saw it all, picked up the
mangled remains and held them up for the crowd to see. This maddened them and
they started in to destroy the whole plant. They tipped one car off the track, built
a fire in it and burnt everything but the iron work. Another car they tipped over
and started in to burn it but before the fire got well started the foreigners reached
the place and chased the crowd away. They left the cars and started for the
power house to destroy that but their courage gave out before they accomplished
anything. The affair happened about eight o'clock one morning. I had to go across
the city that morning and knew nothing about the trouble until I ran into a big
crowd standing about the wreck of the car that hadn't been burned. When the
mob attacked the cars the Japanese motormen ran for their lives and have refused
to go back to work since and on their account the line is not running. The
contractors are up a stump. The Koreans are not able to run the cars and the Japs
say they will not, so they may have to send to America for motor-men. I'm afraid
there will be many people killed before these people get used to electric cars. I

must go now and help make preparation for the wedding.
Much love to all.

Your affectionate son,
i

Graham Lee

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea

[father of Mr.

May 24 and June 1,1899 H.E. Bostwick
Harry Bostwick, manager of the Seoul Electric Company]

[printed in the Occident ]

Mr. H.E. Bostwick of San Francisco went to Korea recently to visit his son, who is
manager of the Seoul Electric Co. In a recent letter Mr. Bostwick speaks of the
"vexed railroad."

"The motor-men are Japanese, imported from Japan. Since last Saturday's
accident they have refused to run, unless Japanese soldiers are furnished for
protection. This, of course, the Korean powers will not grant; hence no cars are
running, and unless the Japanese consul can induce them to work, the company
will send to America for men.

Then there is another threatened trouble. The great drouth continues, and
the people are saying that the 'power house' is built on the rain-dragon's back, and
he can t make it rain; and a great throng of Koreans from the country came in

yesterday demanding its destruction." Mr. Bostwick ways, "This is applied
heathenism with a vengeance." [Later news in the San Francisco Call reports that
from 3000 to 4000 people gathered near the power house. Mr. Bostwick and his
partner, [Mr. Colbran], walked in among the mob, and with raised hands
commanded them to disperse, by order of the United States of America, and a
stampede took place - Ed.]. Mr. Bostwick says, "It is no easy matter to deal with
ignorance, superstition and evil spirits." At another date he writes: "Miss Wambold
on her wheel and I in my chair and four coolies (my coach and four) went out six
miles into the country to a Korean Christian church. The ripening grain and growing
rice-fields, with their beautiful background of hills, were a delight to the eye. But
the crowded church of earnest learners and believers was a joy to the heart. I

spoke to them through Miss Wambold, and their response and gentle, loving
treatment of me touched me deeply. Between the morning service and the Sunday-
school was an hour and a half, and we went on a mile farther to the foreign
cemetery (our people are called foreigners there), which was of sad interest to me.
The enclosure is not large, but is nicely kept and quite a number of missionaries and
their children are sleeping there, the beautiful river close by singing their requiem.
In the fulness of my heart I exclaimed, 'Ah me! to die and be buried so far from
home and native land.' But Miss W. quickly responded, 'Oh! I would count it a joy
to do this.' This shows you what consecration to the work of saving lost souls
means.

"We had our tiffin (luncheon) under some fine trees near the river; her China
boy had brought it along. She made tea in a cute little arrangement, and everything
was nice. When we started away after the Sunday school a half dozen bright boys
in their pink gowns came running to me with their hands full of wild red roses;

there is a wild white rose here growing and blossoming in great profusion, with
clusters much like our Lady Bankshia, but minus its perfume, and it is not thornless.

"Thursday afternoon, June I
s’.- Harry and I are just home from the wedding

of Dr. Alice Fish and Mr. Samuel A. Moffett. I went in a chair - it is much easier;

Harry in a jinricksha with a top. It is a long, rough road out to Miss Doty's a road
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that is much of the way a narrow path, just barely room to get through; and the ill-

smelling gutter filled with all manner of awfulness all along. Why these people
don't die all in one batch is beyond my comprehension.

"The wedding was an informal, sensible, lovely affair. Miss Fish was very
sweet in her creamy silk, made exquisitely with pretty laces, no train, high neck
and long sleeves. [The gown was sent all the way to Korea by her loving mother. -

Ed.] It was a pink and white wedding, and the quaint little Korean house, with all its

sliding partitions removed, was well filled with guests - forty foreigners, and a

dozen Christian Koreans, and the girls of Miss Doty's school. Rev. Graham Lee of

Pyeng Yang performed the ceremony, which was very impressive. Rev. D.L.

Gifford offered the second prayer. Rev. Norman C. Whittemore and Miss Margaret

Best, both of Pyeng Yang, stood with the pair. I gave the bride a kiss for her

father, and her brave eyes filled. Refreshments were simple and nice. We felt that

we must remember them in some way, and gave them a bit of a check for their

mission work."

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



California, U.S.A. probably June, 1 899
[as printed in the Occident]

Katie E. Lee

Dear Miss Fish:

I am a little girl eleven years old. I belong to a girls' missionary society.
ach member represents some missionary. I represent you. I wish you would write

to me and tell me something about yourself and the people you teach. Tell me
what they wear, and what they eat, and what kind of houses they live in. How do
they heat their houses in winter? If you write to me, I will read your letter to the
club.

We are having a summer vacation now. The boys have a "boys' missionary
congress. Their chaplain is our pastor. Mamma has been trying to find some of
your letters in the Occident, but we couldn't. I hope you are well. I must close.

Your friend,

Katie E. Lee

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Topeka, Kansas June 5, 1 899 Annie Laurie Adams Baird

My dear Dr. Ellinwood;-

We have been home now for three weeks, and are beginning to get rested

somewhat after our long journey. It is very delightful to get back to America after

more than eight years' absence, and yet it is astonishing how constantly the mind
reverts to the things of Korea. Our hearts are very much bound up in the success
of the work there, and I have found myself subject to a special temptation since

coming home, which I want to confess to you. It is with regard to accepting
money for special objects. Of course, as an employee of a Board which does not

favor this, I have no idea of doing so, but I am under strong temptation, for it is

almost impossible to keep from speaking of our needs, and people seem so
interested, and ready to give.

May I give a list of the objects that lie nearest our hearts? First, the

hymnbook. Word reached me shortly before leaving Korea that the New York

ladies had collected about $100 for that purpose. We do appreciate the gift very

much, but we are still four or five hundred dollars short of the sum which we
should have to keep the hymnbook in publication.

Second, the press. I have spoken of the need for that so frequently in

former letters, that it hardly seems necessary to go into detail again, but I will just

say that our station is a unit in regard to the necessity for it. Interest in the Gospel

is spreading so rapidly through the surrounding country that without a press it is

entirely impossible to keep the work in hand.

Third, the school for Christian boys and young men which the station has

committed to Mr. Baird's care. In a work like ours it is hardly possible to overrate

the pressing and immediate importance of training up a native ministry, and the call

for this from the people themselves is so great that it can scarcely be ignored any

longer.

Fourth, and more important than any other to us mothers who are also

Christian workers, the establishment of a kindergarten and school for our little

folks, so that we may have our mornings free from the care of the older children.

We would love to raise at least three hundred dollars for this purpose, and more if

possible. Our plans for starting and carrying on a family newspaper, which I wrote

of in detail in a former letter, will have to be given up unless we can get this little

school started. This is the list, and I should like to know if there is one or more

object among them that the Board would be willing for us to make collections for.

Hoping very much that I am not asking for something that cannot be granted,

I am very sincerely,

Annie Laurie Adams Baird

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179 Vol. 7, letter #102)



Seoul, Korea June 15, 1899 Daniel L. Gifford

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Honht t

B°ard 6tter read at Stat '° n meetin 9' I noticed your expression ofdoubt as to the propriety of Dr. Vinton's request for 25 yen per mo. for house rentor the house remodelled at considerable personal expense and occupied by
himself, over in this Eastern section of the city. Let me state Dr. Vinton's case asunderstand it, for the transactions took place while I was in America.

,

1 -

,

The emperor had built a palace for self-protection in the middle ofthe foreign sett ement, and at that time his guards practically closed the road
leading to Dr. Vinton's house, so that none but Koreans carrying government
passes could come to him. This prevented the common people from visiting hisChong Dong dispensary.

2. On the other hand, owing to our joint purchase of the walder
chapel property on the East Gate street, near our place, he had another dispensary
quite accessible to the public in this vicinity; and furthermore, on account of my
absence in America, the Doctor was in practical charge of my evangelistic work,
overseeing my helper and the services at my church and street chapel. A large part
of his work thus being over here, on the Eastern side of the city, it was greatly to
his advantage to live near his work.

3. He believed that the health of his wife and family would be
benefitted by residence in another location in the city than Chong Dong; and the
event has proved that his surmise was correct.

4. From the time he made the change, until the departure of the
Avison and Miller families four months ago, there was not really property enough in
Seoul belonging to the Board, to comfortably house the members of the Station -

comfortably at least according to the standard of our friends, the ladies of the Utica
Presbytery.

5. Dr. Vinton had read in Board letters, statements to the effect that
in these days of limited treasury receipts, the Board was very reluctant to build
new houses for its missionaries; but, instead, very much preferred to rent property
for them, wherever it was possible. Dr. Vinton, therefore, for anything that he
knew to the contrary, expected to receive from New York only warm
commendation for the course he had taken.

6. While the original cost of the land and the Korean buildings upon it

came to no great sum, I am told that Dr. Vinton spent a considerable amount of his
private funds to make the place habitable for a foreign family, with the result that
he has now upon a highly healthful site a very suitable missionary home neither too
small or too pretentious.

7. The rent asked by Dr. Vinton, as the rent for similar property goes
in Seoul, I consider to be moderate. I know that Mr. Kenmure, agent of the British
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o one of their buildings. Messrs. Colbran and Bostwick, connected with the Seoul

S
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re®t RailwaV' have since the 1 5th of May been paying for the rental of

Mr. Miller s house, 35 yen per month; and have but recently offered to raise their
rent to 60 yen per month if they can have in addition the use of the study of Mr.
Miller, in which he left his goods stored when he went away. Dr. Vinton, on the
other hand, asked but 25 yen per month.

These are the facts in the case as I understand them.

I consider Dr. Vinton to be a valuable missionary, and his place in the
mission is a peculiar one. You in New York have probably taken note of the fact
that with the exception of the last few months, since the return of Dr. Avison,
when in order to keep the hospital safe from the hands of meddling Korean
officials, he has been seeing the patients on the men's side of the hospital upon
alternate days, Dr. Vinton had for some months past practically dropped his
medical work. The reason therefore lies largely in the fact that the mission virtually
compelled him to do so and in this way. Dr. Vinton is a genius in turning off
routine work, involving a myriad of details. I never knew a man who
metaphorically speaking could carry such full buckets of water without spilling any
of the contents. His brethren having discovered this fact, proceeded to load upon
his uncomplaining shoulders the heavy burden of routine work. I have just one
grievance against the Doctor and that is that I cannot since my return from
America, as formerly, secure his help upon my itinerating trips. I have so
appreciated his help rendered both medically and evangelistically, upon these trips,
that I should gladly take him with me every time I go to the country, could he only
give me the time. But what with the mission treasurership, his mission
secretaryship, his custodianship, involving sale and shipment of the Korean
Religious Tract Society books & of every other kind of Korean mission book, and
his position as managing editor of Dr. Underwood's weekly "Christian News", he
has had very little time and strength left to do these other things

D.L. Gifford

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,
Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 7, letter #107)



Pyeng Yang, Korea July 10, 1899 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

1. Ever since the receipt of your letter of March 14 - congratulating us upon
our approaching marriage, I have wanted to express my very sincere appreciation
of your kind words and assurance of friendship and interest.

We were married June 1st, under most pleasant circumstances and our skies
have been all sunshine. We are now happily settled in our home, earnestly at work
in what we believe will be better service than ever in this fruitful and particularly
happy field of labor.

2. I was appointed to write the Station's monthly letter and I fear it will be
another budget of the usually monotonously good news which we have been
sending you for the last few years. There are however some clouds mingled with
the sunshine, some disappointments in the midst of the generally prosperous
advance of the work. It would be strange if in such a rapid and wide spread
growth as we have had, there were not some pretty serious defections, some
disappointments, some unsatisfactory conditions. Almost all of them however can
be ascribed to the one cause,

3. - our inability to provide sufficient oversight and instruction. The Roman
Catholics have been making most determined, persistent, insinuating efforts to
break up our Whang Hai work, and in cases where many of the Catechumens had
received little instruction, they have succeeded in breaking up a number of groups.
They have placed four priests at work in that section in the midst of our largest
work - have persecuted many of our people, have used fair and foul means to get
hold of our men, have had their agents at work everywhere where we have a
group, have used political power and influence, have intimidated, threatened,
promised help in civil cases, and by every means known to the wily agents of an
iniquitous system have done much to impede the progress of our work, to

discourage some, to demoralize some, to lead some astray. There will certainly be
a falling off in the number of Catechumens reported from there this year - and yet -

notwithstanding the falling off from political causes and Roman Catholic

aggression, there is so much to encourage, so much of the true foundation, so
much that remains steadfast and true, that we have every reason to rejoice. We
have yet an open door and more opportunities to advance than we can attend to

and our greatest problem is how to provide for the work which thrusts itself upon
our attention. Mr. Swallen and Mr. Hunt are now giving time and attention to a

part of the Whang Hai work and are working faithfully to give order and strength to

it when it is in most need of such attention.

4. In other sections we are making steady progress. Just before going to

Seoul for our marriage I made two trips - one north, one east, visiting nine places,

baptizing sixty three and receiving 145 catechumens - and some ten days ago I

made another short trip southeast for Mr. Lee, visiting four churches - two of them
new groups which were in need of attention. On all these trips I saw so many
opportunities for advancing the work that my heart was gladdened at the prospect



It , . ^ ,

7/10/99 -p.

2

S.A.M.
- at o I was and am greatly perplexed to know how we can provide such oversight
and instruction as will conserve the work and cause it to endure when it too comes
into contact with the same destructive forces now at work in Whang Hai. We do
not want to employ too many men with foreign funds, but we can hardly expect
these new converts to immediately attain to such growth in the grace of giving that
they will at once provide not only church buildings, books and running expenses of
their churches, but also funds sufficient to support native teachers and preachers in
numbers sufficient to adequately cover the ground. As it is now we have so many
groups that the missionary can visit each one but once or possibly twice a year and
then spend but little time at each place. We very greatly need trained men to
constantly visit these churches - men sufficiently well trained to command the
confidence and esteem of the churches, men who can co-operate with us in our
plan for developing a self-supporting church. Our growth has been so rapid that we
have not had time enough to provide this body of trained men. We are hard at
work on this department also.

5. Today we began our Training Class for Helpers - limiting the number to
20 - those who are now in or are in training for the position of Helper - that is, men
who as Assistant Pastors and Evangelists work under the direction of the
missionary.

The more I attack this double problem of self-support - and provision for
proper oversight and instruction - the more I regret not having met Mr. Speer and
Mr. Grant while they were here. I want to "thrash" out a few of these questions
with men who have come into contact with the work in a number of fields where
different methods and conditions have been met.

6. A week ago we had our communion service in the Church here. Eighteen
men & women were baptized and ten more have been accepted for baptism. There
are nearly a hundred yet on the rolls awaiting examination before the next
Communion service the last of August.

7. During the summer heat and the rains of July & August, we cannot
itinerate but there is no lack of work on hand. Mr. Lee is hard at work building

houses and with the rest of us assisting in the Training Class, examination of

Candidates, etc. The Schools and all the regular work of the various men's &
women's classes keep us busy; and as Mrs. Swallen said soon after her arrival

from Gensan, "This is a perfect bee-hive."

We are certainly a very happy, busy, harmonious body of missionaries - more
& more rejoicing in the privilege which has been given us.

The advent of the Swallens has been a very great help, as both of them have
fine command of the language and are thoroughly in love with the work of teaching
the Scriptures. Mrs. Swallen has taken Mrs. Baird's Classes, Mr. Swallen has
taken charge of the School and a part of the Whang Hai work. Mr. Hunt has just

taken charge of services at the Sabbath School across the river and in all

probability we shall set that off as a separate church before very long. He has



7/10/99 - p. 3 S.A.M.
been making fine progress in the language and is a strong man.

Mr. Whittemore returned last week from another trip to his northern field.

He has purchased property, and has so altered the house as to provide fairly

comfortable and healthy quarters which will serve to house the new station until it

gets well under way and is ready for permanent buildings. His work is growing in

all directions and the men asked - a doctor and a minister for that region are more
and more imperatively needed.

8. We have heard nothing as to prospects for new missionaries except that

we see by the papers that the Board plans to send out a goodly number this year.

We hope Korea will get all we asked for and I should like to call your attention to

the fact that we now need another lady missionary to be with Miss Best and to do
itinerating evangelistic work. The opportunities along this line are limitless and
Miss Best's work has already shown the immense value of it. At the Annual
Meeting we shall ask for the appointment of a lady but even before that request

reaches you, can you not be on the lookout for just such an one as we need that

she may come to us this fall.

We need the other man asked for Whang Hai and I wish we had a single man
to do for that region what Mr. Whittemore is doing for the north and what I was
able to do a few years ago for Pyeng Yang.

9. The health of the station is in the main good. The summer always brings

with it physical depression and the health of the children causes considerable

thought. Dr. & Mrs. Wells have gone down the river to the sea-shore for a month's

absence from work and for the sake of their children who are not well. Mr. & Mrs.

Lee have accepted in the best possible and most beautiful spirit the great trial

which came to them in the death of their little boy.

Mrs. Moffett has not yet recovered the use of her limb, but is still on crutches. We
are hoping and confidently expecting that another two weeks will see the bone

perfectly united. She joins me in expressions of sincerest esteem and in prayers for

you and all associated with you in the Board room.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #88)



Seoul, Korea, July 11, 1899 Horace G. Underwood

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:-

I send you herewith the outline history of the Korea Mission and I do hope it will be

in time to be of some use. I regret much that it is so late but I have been so driven with

Mrs. Underwood's continued sickness that I have been unable to get it done before. I

feared much that we would have to come home and had not there been so many of our

people home at this time we would, I think, have tried the trip ere this but as things are

now I am in hopes that Mrs. Underwood is now on the road to perfect recovery.

The difficulty was she had been working too hard and nervous prostration had set

in. It was not easy to get back strength but as a final trial before we went home we took

a trip to Vladivostock and the sea air has done Mrs. Underwood a great deal of good. She

is far from well yet but we hope for the best and pray that the rest that we are insisting on

at the present time may be a great deal of use to her and we hope and pray for perfect

recovery.

I think the outline ought to have a statement of the status of the Mission similar to

what you publish in the Assembly reports. If you cannot use this outline please return it to

me as I think that I can make a good use of it.

Mission work all goes on well - and thanks to a Good Lord who does not let our

weakness hinder the work he has been blessing most wonderfully during the year just

past.

I suppose you have met Dr. Avison ere this and have heard from him about the

work. Something must be done about the Government hospital. I have written to my

brother about this matter and I wish you would get from him what I have said re the

matter.

Now I must stop as I have to get ready to go off on a trip in but a little.

With kindest regards,

H.G. Underwood

(from microfilm reel #1 79, Vol. 7, letter #111)



AN OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE KOREA MISSION

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN U.S.A.

The Hermit Nation of Korea, closed for centuries to all influences from without,

opened its doors to the world and Christian civilization by its treaty with the U.S. in 1882.

This was God's call to the churches to enter and give to the Koreans a pure gospel. Yi Su

Chun, commonly known as Rijutae, a Korean gentleman who for his services in saving the

life of her Majesty the queen, had been allowed to visit Japan, where he became

converted, sent an earnest appeal to the church in America early in '83, to send the gospel

to his countrymen. At about the same time a number of the more progressive Koreans

were in Japan studying her laws and customs, not a few of them in attendance upon her

military schools.

Through Rijintin [Rijutae], some of them were introduced to a number of the

Presbyterian missionaries in Tokyo, and they became much interested in the Christian

religion. About this same time Dr. McClay of the M.E. [Methodist] Mission in Tokio visited

Seoul and laid before the Korean government, through its Foreign Office, an outline of the

educational and medical work which it was the plan of his church to initiate. Kim 0 Kiun

[Kim Ok-KyUn], the minister of foreign affairs, being acquainted with Dr. Knox of Tokio

and the work of the Presbyterian Church in Japan, was desirous that this church also

should be represented in Korea and, unsolicited, sent a formal request from the Korean

government through the foreign office to Dr. Knox for our Board, asking them to begin

Mission work, which request is now in the archives of the Board in New York.

With these documents before him, it does not seem strange that Dr. Ellinwood,

although standing almost alone at that time, should so strongly urge the immediate

opening of work in Korea. The gift of Mr. I.W. McWilliams of $6,000 [actually $5000] for

this purpose turned the scale, and early in 1884 the Board decided to organize the Korea

Mission The first appointment was of Dr. J.W. Heron, a practicing physician of Knoxville,

Tenn., followed almost at once by that of H.G. Underwood, student at the New Brunswick

Theological Seminary. Just after these appointments, and before either had started for the

field, Dr. H.N. Allen, then a missionary in China, offered himself for Korea. Receiving his

appointment by cable, he left Shanghai at once, arriving in Korea late in the summer of

1884. Receiving the appointment of physician to U.S. legation, he brought his family early

in the fall. His well known services in saving the life of Prince Min Yong Ik, in the emeute

of 1884 preserved for him almost unlimited favor with the royal family, and the

establishment of the government hospital, under Presbyterian Mission control. Dr. Heron

arrived in June '85, and became at once associated with Dr. Allen, and a year later the

arrival of Miss Ellers (afterward Mrs. Bunker) marked the beginning of women's medical

work. After her marriage, this work was taken up by Dr. Lillias S. Horton.

Evangelistic work for women was early inaugurated by Mrs. Heron. With one little

pupil, a girls' school was started by Mrs. Bunker, and later handed over to Miss Hayden,

now Mrs. Gifford.

By the end of 1890 the working force of the Mission was increased by the addition

of Rev's Gifford and Moffett, Mr. Gale, Miss Doty, Rev. and Mrs. Baird and Dr. and Mrs.

Vinton [1891]. The work from the beginning has been wonderfully blest as the following

outline will show.



Medical Work
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Medical work from the start has been a prominent feature of the Korea Mission.
The first appointment was that of two medical and one clerical missionary, followed by
that of a lady to do medical work among women. The wisdom of this action on the part of
the Board has been fully justified by the results.

Seoul:

The government hospital from the first created a good impression, and to this day is

held in high esteem by officials and pe3ople. This hospital at the start was under the
charge of Dr. Allen, with whom on his arrival, Dr. Heron became associated, until the
removal of the former to government service, left the latter in sole charge until the time of
his lamented death. Dr. Heron was known by all as an earnest, devoted worker, very
popular among the people and a favorite at the palace. Both doctors Allen and Heron were
decorated by His Majesty and given high rank as Korean noblemen. Miss Ellers, arriving in

the summer of '86, was received with much favor at the palace, and at once entered upon
her duties as physician to women at the hospital. Upon her resignation after her marriage
in 1888, Dr. Horton succeeded her as woman physician at the palace and hospital. From
then up to the present time the hospital has been under the care successively of Drs.
Vinton and O.R. Avison.

Dr. O.R. Avison, a practicing physician of Toronto, a professor in the school of

pharmacy in that city, holding professorships also in the medical college of the University,
offered himself for work in Korea in 1893. On his arrival Dr. Vinton turned the hospital
over to him. He found a multitude of government officials interfering with his authority,

and squandering the funds of the institution. After a determined struggle he succeeded in

putting the hospital on a finer and more substantial basis than ever before. He also

succeeded Dr. Vinton at the palace, where he was ever received with marked favor.

Sickness having compelled Dr. Horton (Mrs. Underwood) to relinquish the work at

the hospital in 1890, she was succeeded after some years by Dr. Georgiana Whiting, and
later by Dr. Eva H. Field - our lamented Miss Jacobson followed by Miss Shields, acting as
nurses.

About a year after the opening of the hospital, a preparatory medical school was
instituted with the approval of the government, at which all of the members of the Mission

assisted. Although at that time such a school was premature and the best pupils were
drafted off as interpreters, still the work was not lost, as a large number of the intelligent

and better class of young Koreans were brought in direct personal contact with the

missionaries, and some of the most influential friends of Christianity today are the former

pupils and attaches of that school. This work has latterly been begun anew by Dr. Avison,

and those associated with him; text books are slowly being prepared and the foundations

for a native school of doctors are being patiently laid. From the very start, the evangelistic

side of medical work has never been lost sight of. The mission has been blest [blessed]

with doctors who were missionaries first. Reading and waiting rooms with native

Christians in attendance are always open, and here all patients hear the news of the great

physician of the soul. Latterly a traveling hospital evangelist has been engaged, whose
duty it is to follow up hospital patients who carry the gospel to cities, villages, and homes
that have been opened up by medical work. Daily services are held with the patients, and

doctors, nurses and many of the Korean attendants constantly strive by word, deed, and
by the use of tracts to hold up Christ crucified.
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On the arrival of Dr. Avison, Dr. Vinton, as noted above, resigned from the hospital

for dispensary and itinerant medical work, and in this connection opened the Waldo chapel
and dispensary in the center of the city.

The mission has laid many duties upon Dr. Vinton's shoulders, and as treasurer and
secretary of the mission

, of Seoul station, custodian of the Korean Religious Tract
Society, caretaker and distributer of the publications of the mission, his hands have been
so full that his medical work has been much curtailed. After her return from America, Mrs.
Underwood continued to visit the palace as physician to the queen, which post was
retained until her Majesty's cruel death.

The L.W. Underwood Shelter and the O'Niel dispensary at Mohakwan have been
under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Underwood up to the present time. Dr. Whiting gave up
her place in the hospital for medical itineration, making as with all our missions, the

evangelistic aspect the prominent feature in her work. The occasional appearance of the

terrible scourge of cholera, has offered invaluable opportunities to the missionary bodies in

Korea to display the spirit of Christ in the alleviations of distress. Especially in 1895, when
with the aid of the government, the whole city and surrounding villages were districted,

sanitary preventive measures were instituted, temporary hospitals were fitted up where
patients were cared for personally by missionaries and native Christians, and hundreds of

lives were saved, so that the government issued proclamations urging those afflicted to

apply at once to the missionaries, and after the plague had been stamped out, the Minister

of Foreign Affairs sent a dispatch to the U.S. Minister asking him to convey to the

missionaries the thanks of the government for what they had done.

Fusan :

Medical work in Fusan [Pusan] was begun by the lamented Dr. Brown in 1892. Ill

health soon forced him to leave the field. Mrs. Brown, also a physician, undertook part of

his work during his illness at the dispensary at the native town of Poosan.

Dr. Irvin took up his work and removed the dispensary, as it was too far from his

house for practical use. His medical skill and kind heart have won the respect of all for

miles around and great numbers came from long distances all through the South to seek

his aid. Dr. Irvin insists upon the evangelistic side of the work being prominent, and as a

result the medical work in Fusan has been the means of much good. His trips into the

country have been mainly evangelistic and latterly he has announced his determination to

leave medicines behind and make his itinerations purely preaching trips.

Pvenq Yang :

The medical work in Pyeng An province, contrary to that in the city of Seoul,

supplemented rather than initiated the evangelistic work. Dr. J. Hunter Wells, arriving in

Korea in 1895, after assisting very materially in the cholera work at Seoul, opened hospital

and dispensary work in the city of Pyeng Yang. From year to year a very large and

steadily growing work has been reported, special attention being given to eye surgery, for

which the hospital in Pyeng Yang is said to be justly noted.

Taiku:

About 100 miles from Fusan is the capital of the Southern province of Kyeng Sang

Do. Evangelistic work was begun here a year or so ago, and medical work was initiated



under Dr. [Woodbridge] Johnson in 1898.
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Educational Work :

While the Korea Mission has always realized the importance of Educational work, in

a measure, they have felt that evangelistic work must come first and educational work
follow, rather than the reverse, and as a result this branch of our work has not received
the attention from the Mission which it deserves, nor is it as well developed as it should
be.

The first school work of our mission was the hospital school noted above under
medical work. Very early in the history of the mission, an orphanage was started, which
ran on as such for 5 or 6 years. The government signified its hearty approval of such an
institution, the minister of foreign affairs stating that such an institution had never before
been heard of in Korea. At a later date its distinctive feature as an orphanage was
dropped, and it was continued as a boy's school on a partially self-supporting basis. The
school was successively under the care of Messrs. Underwood, Gale, Moffett, Miller and
Baird. In 1897 with the advice of a visiting secretary of the Board, as the evangelistic

work appealed more strongly to all the members of the mission than educational, the

school was suspended until such time as an educator should develop in Korea.

The work of this school was by no means lost. Many of the boys taught here are

now able workers in the Master's vineyard.

While the Presbyterian mission there has at the present time no school for higher

education, there are a number of self-supporting native church schools where the primary

elements are taught. Reading, writing, arithmetic, Chinese geography and history are

included in the curriculum, but first and foremost, the Bible in the native script as well as

in the Chinese character.

The aim is to gather together the native teachers of these schools in summer
normal classes that they may be the better fitted for their work. From all these schools

young men are beginning to graduate. Their members will steadily increase, and it

devolves upon us to provide some means for satisfying the thirst for a higher education

which we have implanted. These schools are all church schools under the care of the local

church authorities, with the supervision of the missionary in charge as to both methods the

teacher employed and the curriculum. It is from the graduates of these schools we look to

draw those who are to be trained to become our future helpers, evangelists, teachers and

preachers. These schools at present are mainly for boys, but in several instances, without

any suggestions from the foreigners, they have been arranged for the admission of girls as

well as boys.

In addition to this, and better than this, at the instance of the missionaries, in some

cases similar schools have been instituted for girls alone, the one church having under its

care the two schools. Several schools are under the special care of our lady missionaries,

Mrs. Gifford and Miss Wambold in Seoul, Mrs. Irvin in Fusan, Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Wells and

Mrs. Baird in Pyeng Yang.

Girl's Boarding School

Before the advent of missionaries female education was unknown in Korea, and to
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this day, even the more enlightened Koreans are persuaded with difficulty that anything
beyond needlework and housekeeping is necessary for the training of women.

From the outset, therefore, our task has been double; first that of proving the need
of an education, second, that of providing it. With great difficulty, therefore, and only by
offering the strongest inducements were we able for several years to do more than gather
a handful of little girls from the humblest and poorest families. Gradually, by persistent

efforts, with the growth of enlightened sentiment and the increase of a Christian

constituency, we have been able to arrive at the point where a few of the girls are entirely

supported, and a number are partially supported by their parents or guardians. As has
been said, this school was started by Mrs. Bunker, it was handed over by her to Miss
Hayden [later Mrs. Gifford], and although nearly all our single lady missionaries have
assisted from time to time, it has been mainly under the charge of Mrs. Gifford and Miss
Doty in whose hands it still remains.

Theological Training :

Korea is as yet a young mission field, has no trained native ministry, has no schools

for such training, no men as yet sufficiently educated from whom students for a

theological seminary proper, could be drawn.

Up to the present time our theological training has been given practically by having

picked men accompany missionaries on their evangelistic and preaching tours, training the

deacons, stewards and class leaders in the management of church affairs, and in annually

gathering the helpers and church leaders in training classes. These classes continue from

two or three weeks to a little over a month, during which time instruction is given in

exegetical and topical Bible study, Bible Introduction, Church History, Sacred Geography,

Church Government, singing and preaching.

At these classes one or more missionaries generally give the instruction, and

frequently enlist the services of some of the older and better instructed helpers in the

teaching and training of new comers or beginners.

Literary Work :

The Mission to Korea found its literary work all to be done and no small part of the

missionary's time has been spent in the preparation of tracts, hymns, school text-books,

Bible translation, as well as helps in the study of the language.

A grammar and pocket dictionary by Mr. Underwood were published in 1890, and

were followed by Mr. Gale's Grammatical Notes in '94, and his large dictionary in '97.

Mrs. Baird's Fifty Helps in '96, and Mr. Swallen's adaptation of the Gouin system to the

study of Korean now almost completed. Mrs. Gifford has prepared a primary Geography,

Mr. Moffett several text books. The doctors have medical school books under way, in fact

all except the more recent members of the mission have done more or less tract and book

work.

The translation of hymns was early begun and has been largely participated in by

various members of our mission. Sunday school lesson sheets of which 3,000 are printed
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each week, and a ten page weekly Christian family paper called The Christian News is part
of the regular output by Presbyterian missionaries.

Bible Translation :

Bible translation has always had first place in all the appointments by our mission.
At first Mr. Ross's [Scottish missionary in Manchuria] translation of the New Testament
prepared in China was used, but was found available chiefly in the North, and Rijintir's

[Rijutae's] translation of Mark was temporarily used in Seoul. A revision of this was put
through the press in Yokohama early in '87 by the writer. Very early in the history of our
work an Executive Bible Committee was organized by the missionaries working in Korea
and the work of translation has been committed by them to a Committee of five, two of
whom are Messrs. Underwood and Gale of our Mission. Various books have been issued
from time to time, the whole New Testament has been finished, the provisional translation

of which was to have been simultaneously given to all the churches in Korea in the spring
of '99, but this was delayed in the press. In accordance with the rules of the Committee
this provisional New Testament is being revised at the same time that the Old Testament is

being translated. Of this revision the first three books have been completed and issued
and several books of the Old Testament are well under way.

Women's Work :

The beginnings in work for the women of Korea were made by Mrs. Allen and Mrs.

Heron. There has been a gradual but very marked change in the whole aspect of the work
in Korea. At first it was men and almost exclusively men, who were interested in

Christianity, seekers after truth, and applicants for baptism and later a few, very few
women. Then gradually the proportion of women increased and we were admitting as

many women as men to membership in the church. But now in a number of our older

churches the women out-number the men.

When Mrs. Allen first arrived, there were but few opportunities for Christian work
among the women, gradually the opportunities increased and in a few years Mrs. Heron
had a class of women meeting regularly for Bible study, five of whom were baptized in

1888. One of our most trusted women helpers today was a member of this first Bible

class.

Direct evangelistic work among the women has been from the first a special feature

of our lady missionaries' work. In Seoul alone there are fifteen women's Bible classes held

each week by the missionaries; the native omen are visited in their homes. A number of

our ladies make short trips to the neighboring villages several times during the year, and

some of them, notably Dr. Whiting and Mrs. Underwood, have made quite extended

itinerating tours covering 400 or 500 miles in the round trip, one of these trips reaching

beyond the Yalu River, something over 1000 miles. On these trips medicines and tracts

are distributed, the Christians encouraged, Bible classes are held, the baptized women and

catechumens and inquirers are instructed, examined and encouraged to work for their

sisters, and the Gospel preached to the heathen.

As early as 1895 our single ladies inaugurated the excellent plan of making

protracted visits to neighboring churches and out-stations, settling down in some native

home, daily gathering the women and children for instruction and worship, and living Christ
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among the people. Since then this has become more and more a feature of our work
around Seoul, and recently in Pyeng Yang and Fusan.

As woman's work developed, and many of the Korean Christian women manifested
a desire to tell to others the news of the peace and joy they had found in Christ, they
began purchasing tracts for distribution with their few hard-earned pence and making short
trips on foot, at their own expense, to villages and cities where there were no Christians,
to preach what they knew of the Gospel in their simple crude way. Thereupon the idea of
gathering the leaders and active workers in a training class for women helpers, similar to
that for the men, occurred to missionaries in Pyeng Yang and Seoul simultaneously, but
was carried out first with great success in Pyeng Yang in the spring of 1898.

The native women of that city paid the expenses of their country friends while at

the class. Similar classes are now being held regularly in Seoul, Pyeng Yang and some of

the out stations around Seoul.

At Fusan and Wonsan women's Bible classes have been held, and systematic
visitation has been carried on. At Taiku the work is still in its initial stage, and as yet the
ladies are largely confined to the task of winning a place in the hearts of the people. Great
encouragement is felt in the results of work among Korean women. Their devotion,

enthusiasm, self-sacrifice and zeal, [is] evidenced in more than generous giving, endurance
of persecution and hardship, and in faithfulness in preaching the word.

Evangelistic Work :

Although the first clerical missionary did not arrive in Korea until the spring of

1885, and despite the strong conservatism of the people of the Hermit Nation, and the

long delay that had obtained in China and Japan in the opening of work, in answer to

concerted prayer we were permitted to baptize the first convert only fifteen months after

landing, a man today in good and regular standing in the church. In September, 1887, we
were able to organize the first Protestant church in Korea, with a membership of 23 before

the end of the year. Very early in our history the system of self-support as set forth by Dr.

Nevius was brought to our attention and after careful consideration, it was believed that

although the work might perhaps be slower in developing at the first, such a system would

result in a stronger and more vigorous church in the end, and in consequence it was then

adopted and has been vigorously followed ever since. The results have far exceeded our

highest expectations.

Far from the work seeming to be hindered in any way by such a plan, the throwing

of the burden upon the shoulders of the natives, the insistence that every Christian is to be

a worker has seemed to develop the church more rapidly and more surely than would have

been possible under any other method.

It has been said that the people of Korea must be more wealthy than those of other

Eastern lands, but Chinese resident in Korea, who have come from the province of

Shantung (said, I believe, to be one of the poorer provinces of China), have asserted that

the people of Korea are as a class poorer than the people of Shantung. One of our most

active leaders, who had traveled considerably in China before his conversion says, "when

we take into consideration the amount spent by the heathen Korean and Chinaman in his

heathen ceremonies, idol worship, sorcery, witchcraft, and ancestral worship, we can

plainly see that if the native Christians are willing, and will show as much zeal in the
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worship of the true God as they showed for such rites, they will be well able to support
their own native work, build their own native churches, buy their own books and
contribute something toward carrying the Gospel to "those who have not yet heard".

Translation, publication, the providing of missionaries, hospitals [and] higher

education should be the work for years to come, of the home boards in America. But the

support of evangelists, native pastors and preachers, and in part the cost of the primary

schools, should and may be left to the native church.

In the first years the work was mainly learning the language, preparations of simple

tracts, making acquaintance with the people, preaching in the streets, teaching school and

itineration. In the first four years when there was only one clerical missionary on whom
came the labor of teaching in the government school, charge of the orphanage, preaching

in the city, the preparation of language helps and books, only few extended itinerating trips

were taken into the interior.

On these trips a large number of books and tracts were sold, thousands of leaflets

were distributed and in fact on these initial trips a wide spread seed sowing was almost all

that was possible. These few trips were confined to the provinces of Whang Hai and

Pyeng An to the Yalu River.

More definite and systematic work was possible as the number of missionaries

slowly increased and as familiarity with the language was gained. Seoul station,

considering Seoul as a center, includes the province of Kyeng Ki, the southern half of

Whang Hai Do, the northern border of ChUng Chung Do, and the western border of Kang

Won Do. All the work in all the provinces at first centered in one organized church at

Seoul. As the other stations were set off the Christians from that section were drafted

into separate organizations.

The first church has been under the care of various missionaries, has had a steady

and continually increasing growth, and has developed into three churches in Seoul, with a

number of off-shoots in the adjoining territory. When this church outgrew its building the

native Christians asserted their ability to erect their own church home. Ground having

been provided, by giving labor, material and money, they succeeded in building the new

edifice, without foreign aid, and it was dedicated in 1895. This is but a sample of what

the native congregations in Korea are doing, and it has been the happy experience of

missionaries in itinerating trips, to find perchance a new church erected, a new building

purchased or a schoolroom added to the church which he is asked to dedicate to the

service of the Lord.

This same first church is the centre of a large and rapidly growing Christian work all

around the city - and within a radius of 100 and more li (30 miles) they are carrying on

regular active work, and each week they conduct from 35 to 40 regular meetings in 17

different places. The same in a proportionate scale may be said of several of the other

churches. Of more recent growth are churches at Yun Mot Kol, under Rev. Mr. Moore,

and the two congregations of Gen Mot Kole and in Sang Pritchar under Mr. Gifford.

A modification of the Methodist system of classes and class leaders has been

introduced in Seoul and has proven a valuable aid in pastoral work as well as a potent

evangelistic agency.

One of the most interesting branches of the work under the supervision of the



7/1 1/99 - p. 9 H.G.U.
Seoul station, is that at Sorai in the county of Chang Yan in Whang Hai Do. To this place
early in the 1880 s the brothers Suh of Eui Ju came to make their home. They had heard
the gospel from Rev. Mr. Ross of Mukden, China. From Sorai they made frequent trips

back to China and afterward to Seoul to hear more of Christ, and to procure books for
distribution. Here, with what little knowledge they had, they preached Christ, and by their

lives commended the gospel they professed. From time to time various missionaries
visited this village, considerable time was given to instruction and several were baptized.
In 1895 the lamented Mr. McKenzie arrived, gathered the few Christians together, daily

taught them by precept and example and encouraged them to consider the matter of

building a church. They entered into this work with considerable zeal, and as a result the
first church built entirely with native funds was dedicated in June, 1896, on the spot
where originally the shrine of the heathen deity of the village had stood. To this building

they have since added a school. Here too, was organized the first church school in Korea
which they have moderately endowed. The whole village is Christian, and a high grade of

spirituality is manifested. This church is the center of and supports a large and flourishing

work.

There are in connection with Seoul station 22 churches partially organized, all of

which are entirely self-supporting, with 970 communicants, 2322 adherents. They carry

on 74 weekly meetings, with an average attendance of 1700 with 23 Sunday Schools
with an average attendance of 1000.

The native deacons, stewards, Sunday school teachers, local class leaders, teachers

of church schools, officers and committees of young people's societies, boys in the church

schools, book shop keepers, as well as a number of active Christians in connection with

the above churches, makes a volunteer force of evangelists and colporteurs in direct

contact with the missionary in charge, and constantly carrying the gospel to the

nonbelievers otherwise unreached. In this way, being constantly in touch with the foreign

leader, they become daily more and more efficient.

The church officers, local class leaders and Sunday School teachers meet the

missionary in a weekly class for Bible instruction and mutual consultation with regard to

church work, and in addition to this the missionary often takes a number of the younger

men with him on evangelistic trips, thus providing a peripatetic theological school,

combining practice with theory.

Fusan . Fusan station was first occupied as a mission station in 1891 by Mr. and Mrs.

Baird, joined a year later by Dr. and Mrs. Brown. Rev. and Mrs. Adams were added to the

working force of this station in 1895. In 1896 Mr. and Mrs. Baird were removed, leaving

Mr. Adams scarcely yet proficient in the language. A year later Mr. Adams was
transferred to Tagoo so that evangelistic work is now in charge of the physician, Dr. Irvin,

and Rev. Cyril Ross, not yet two years in Korea.

Thus, Fusan has seen many changes, and in this respect, has been somewhat at a

disadvantage. Notwithstanding this, there is an organized church there whose members

have been much commended for their activity and zeal. A very promising work is reported

from Kim Hai, and the general policy outlined above is followed in the main.
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Gensan [Wonsan]. This station was occupied by our mission in 1892 by the removal of
Mr. and Mrs. Gale from Seoul, who a year or so later were joined by the Rev. and Mrs.
Swallen. A large amount of Mr. Gale's time has been occupied with literary work and
when Mr . Swallen first arrived a great deal of his time was necessarily taken up in

language study. Nevertheless Mr. Swallen spent considerable time in itineration and seed
sowing throughout a large part of the province. His later reports bring news of

considerable interest in the interior and his belief is that under proper culture, it would
open up in a similar way to the work in Pyeng Yang.

During Mr. Gale's absence in America, the work in Gensan was also under the
charge of Mr. Swallen and considering the newness of the field, results are encouraging.
A large and flourishing native church has grown up, the native Christians are active and
zealous, thus freely contributing of their means to the furtherance of the work, pay all the
running expenses of the local church and church school with the salary of a teacher, and
have a considerable balance on hand toward the erection of a church building.

In 1899 the work at Gensan station and in this N.E. province was turned over to

the newly organized mission of the Canadian Presbyterian Church.

Pyeng Yang . Pyeng Yang was not set apart as a separate station until 1893, and thus
starts as to date the next to the youngest of our stations. No small amount of seed
sowing and preparatory work had been done long prior to this. The work of the British &
Foreign Bible Society before the opening of Korea by treaties, when agents had been sent

across the border from China had been largely confined to the provinces of Pyeng An and
Whang Hai. Mr. [John] Ross's agents also came largely from this northern section and
spent most of their energies here.

As a consequence the missionaries on their first arrival in Korea naturally turned

their attention to this northern province. The first itinerating trips were all made to this

section. The first native colporteurs and evangelists were sent thither. After the arrival of

Mr. Moffett this work was placed in his care and frequent trips and prolonged stays were
made in different parts of the province, more especial effort being spent in the city of

Pyeng Yang, slowly and steadily a band of earnest Christians has gathered around Mr.

Moffett. Early in 1894 during a brief absence of Mr. Moffett from the city the Christians,

both Methodist and Presbyterian, were seized, thrown into jail and under torture ordered to

renounce their faith. By the grace of God they were enabled to stand firm though

threatened with death. Mr. Moffett and Mr. McKenzie at once started for Pyeng Yang and

after determined interviews with the officials and intervention of the British and American

representatives, the persecutions were discontinued, the Christians released, and an

indemnity to cover the loss sustained to the property of the missionaries was paid. This

exhibition of strong faith under persecution on the part of the Christians, as well as the

attitude manifested by the mission and the representatives, did much to commend the

gospel to the attention of people in that section. Following speedily came the China-

Japanese War in which the city of Pyeng Yang and the surrounding country suffered so

severely.

When immediately after the battle of Pyeng Yang, as soon as they were permitted
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to return, Rev s Lee and Moffett entered the stricken city, the people, as sheep having no
shepherd gathered in companies looking to them for protection and help.

Then it was that the faithful sowing of the seed began to show results and there
was inaugurated the most marvelous movement in missions that Korea has seen, one of
the most marvelous in the world's history of missions. Hundreds, almost thousands,
flocked to the missionaries seeking to know of Christ - many of them, though with but
little knowledge, already calling themselves Christians; and the work of the missionaries
was the most difficult task of training, teaching, guiding these multitudes desirous of

joining themselves to the church.

The policy of work was the same as that already outlined, and the people have
nobly responded in their efforts to reach their neighbors. Steadily the work has spread in

all directions, and it seems impossible to keep up with its rapid progress. As Mr. Speer
said in his report of this section, the "opportunities are unlimited". As a result the Pyeng
Yang station reported in 1898, 126 outstations with 121 entirely self-supporting churches,
1050 communicants, and 5950 adherents.

Taiku : Tagoo [or Taiku] is the newest of our mission stations. It was set apart as a

separate station in the fall of 1898. Before this, residence had been taken up by Mr. and
Mrs. Baird whose place, on their removal, was filled by Mr. and Mrs. Adams, joined later

by Dr. and Mrs. [Woodbridge] Johnson.

Up to the present time considerable seed sowing has been done in this, the capital

of a thickly populated province. Lengthy and careful itinerating trips have been made, the

gospel publicly preached and a large number of scripture portions, tracts and books have

been sent throughout this section. Here too, we look for large things, and expect in the

near future to be able to report a steadily growing church.

Glancing then over the history of this mission, we find a new field almost at its very

organization adopting the plan of mission work commonly known as "the Nevius system".

We have been fortunate in the fact that not only has our mission been practically a unit in

this, but all the other Presbyterian missions in Korea have adopted the same plan. On no

mission field has this method been so fairly tried, and the results have far exceeded the

most sanguine expectations. In the Hermit Nation of Korea, we had anticipated that work

would develop more slowly than in Japan - "The nation born in a day". We had, too,

expected that our adoption of this plan of work might somewhat retard in time (at least for

some years) the development of a native Christian church, but the results as shown above

have proven the contrary. Looking over the whole field then, we find that where the most

persistent effort has been made, there the work has most fully developed. In Seoul, Kyeng

Kee Do, and the southern half of Whang Hai Do, which is under the care of Seoul station,

in the northern section of Whang Hai under the Pyeng Yang station, and in Pyeng An,

North and South, where the first and main efforts of our mission were put forth, where the

seed was earliest sown, there we find strong self-supporting, self-propagating Christian

churches and communities.

In the south at Fusan and Kim Hai, the work is beginning to open up along the same
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lines, and at Gensan where we opened a station in which almost no work had been done
and but few books distributed, already we find an active, promising, earnest church
pushing the work of the gospel in the surrounding section - and Mr. Swallen announces
that proper culture at Hun Hang [did he mean Ham Hung?] promises a similar work to

Pyeng Yang.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 7, attached to letter #111)



Cable Address:

"Inculcate" New York

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

The Board of Foreign Missions

of the

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
1 56 Fifth Avenue

New York July 19th, 1899 A.W. Halsey

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I am sorry to violate the rule, but have to write you a long letter.

Dr. Horace N. Allen, of Korea, United States Legation, has just called. His address
is - c/o Clayton W. Everett, 1957 Franklin Ave., Toledo, Ohio. He expects to return to
Korea about the first of September. He goes to Washington today, but will be back in

New York City about the 9th of August. He talked very frankly with Dr. Brown, Mr. Hand
and myself. I give you the substance of his conversation -

First - the King of Korea wishes to purchase property owned by our Mission, which
abuts on the property owned by Drs. Underwood. The enclosed rough sketch, Dr. Allen
made while he talked with us. Note the word "Library", which means that this property
was bought from us by the King for a library. "Underwood" represents the property
owned by Dr. Underwood. "Vinton", the property the King wishes to buy. Mr. Hand
[financial officer of the Board in New York] will look the matter up thoroughly. The Doctor
asks us to send word to our Mission that he has made the request of the Board in behalf of

the King, in order that negotiations may be opened for the property. He says the house is

worth little, or nothing. The property ought to bring three thousand dollars, silver.

Second - He thinks the Board should caution our missionaries against using the
native press in the East on any subjects outside of strictly missionary work. His words are
- "They get into trouble through their misunderstanding of politics".

Third - We give too many "leave of absences" for our missionaries. On the slightest

provocation a missionary takes a vacation, whereas, a member of the U.S. Legation, if he
takes a vacation, it is at his own charges, and at very rare intervals. He cited for

illustration Mrs. Miller who was very ill at Seoul. She went down to Chemulpo and in ten

days was well enough to walk about, and in his judgment she could have recovered her

health without leaving the country. He says July and August are two rainy months and
are trying, but that the climate of Korea is perfection, and that merchants and others have
to stand it. He had with him his brother-in-law, a Mr. Townsend, whose son has been
twenty-one years either in Korea or China, and never returned home. He intimated that the

foreigner in general looked upon the missionary position as an easy one, for example - as

Secretary of the U.S. Legation, he received one hundred dollars less salary than as a

missionary. If he was sick he must care for himself. If he died, his family must look to

their relatives, not to the U.S. Govt. Yet there were twenty-one applications for his

position.

Four - We ought to have a better class of physicians in Korea. Dr. Avison is by all

odds our best medical man. He is a man a little rough in his exterior, but one who knows
his business, tends to his business and is thoroughly liked by all Koreans. He says the

Catholic missionaries go out for better or for worse; that our missionaries medical and
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otherwise, think entirely too much of taking trips to Chefoo and going home without
sufficient warrant; that "A number one", medical missionaries on the ground would obviate
many a trip home.

Fifth - Most of our missionaries are very good. The work at Pyeng Yang is grand.
He takes two exceptions, only one of which did we get the name, and this is strict
confidence. I write it to you with some hesitation, as the Doctor was very thoughtful and
every inch a gentleman in his statements; but he doubts whether the work of Dr. Vinton is
doing our Mission any good. He commends his ability, but draws the line of adaptability
and affability. He thinks we should consider Dr. Vinton very carefully, especially as he is

seen to be in this country. Please to consider this information not to go beyond the
Council. He asked us not even to mention it to the Board as coming from him. I think you
will see the reason of this, as a member of the Board has a relative in Korea. "A word to
the wise is sufficient . He says Mr. Gale is highly esteemed by missionaries, Koreans,
merchants and all others. The type of man we ought to have.

He spoke of a Mrs. Gifford as the best woman we have in Korea. He said that Mr.
Gifford could not come to any conclusion", that Mrs. Gifford was worth keeping in Korea
even if his mother-in-law and he had to be kept there doing nothing.

He spoke in like terms of Mr. Moffett and also of his fiancee, or wife, Miss Fish, as
the very best type. None better. He thinks they will make, to use his own language - "a
strong team . Her accident was a breaking of the leg in two places. I am coming to
believe that the bicycle is an enemy to the mission cause.

Sixth - He gave us a long account in regard to Dr. Wells and the Mining Company,
in which he exonerates Dr. Wells from any action unbecoming a missionary. He spoke,
however, strongly of some of the missionaries, especially of the Methodist Board, engaging
in commercial transactions to such an extent that he had to speak of it in his Annual
Report to our Government. My impression is, however, that this did not include any of our
missionaries. Certainly on the matter of Dr. Wells he was very clear, and explicit,

commending Dr. Wells as a very faithful man, and that his entertaining of the men engaged
in the mining interests was rather an act of Oriental hospitality than anything to be
deplored. Dr. Wells received no pay, but the Company insisted on presenting his wife with
various gifts. In Dr. Allen's judgment, the missionary will lose nothing by being on good
terms with the Mining Company, especially as they now have made arrangements for a

regular agent at Pyeng Yang, and will hereafter care for all such matters. He was very
emphatic in his desire that we should not condemn Dr. Wells without a very careful

investigation of all the facts. In his opinion, knowing all the facts, Dr. Wells is not to be
blamed at all.

Cordially yours,

A.W. Halsey

[written by a Board Secretary in New York after a visit from Dr. H.N. Allen]

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 7, letter #113)



Pyeng Yang, Korea August 23, 1 899 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I have been appointed to write the August letter . This is our hot rainy time in which
we all try to rest a little if we can. We have all been in the city during August except Mr. &
Mrs. Hunt and Miss Best [who] were much in need of a change and I am glad to say the trip

did them much good.

Last Sunday we had Communion service in the Pyeng Yang church and fifty nine
were baptized, thirty two women and twenty seven men. Among the men was one old

white-haired man by the name of Pak, who is an historic character. When the General
Sherman [American schooner] grounded up here just below the city the police magistrate
went aboard to investigate. It seems those people who were evidently bent on robbery held

the magistrate on board as a prisoner. This old man Pak who was then young and very

strong got on board, picked up the police magistrate in his arms, and jumped into the river

with him and managed to get ashore. For this brave deed he was rewarded with a small rank

by the government. The old man is quite a character and it made him very happy to be
baptized. You must have received word in the July letter of the summer training class so I

need not go into particulars about that.

I have spent my time since March building two houses - one for Mr. Moffett and one

for Mr. Swallen. The houses are done and were occupied on Aug. 8th. Messrs. Swallen and

Hunt have left for Anak. They took carpenters from here with them and are to push that

small house for which we received an appropriation this year.

Mr. Moffett leaves for the country tomorrow and I am planning to get away as soon

as I can. We wish to cover as much ground as we can before we leave for the Annual

Meeting. Mr. Whittemore is putting in his best licks getting ready for his final examination.

He will not leave for the north until after the Annual Meeting. Miss Best leaves in a day or

two for a trip into my territory. Mrs. Moffett is still unable to walk without her crutches.

She is a royal woman and never complains but it must be a trial to her, this long waiting for

that break to heal.

Our work this year has suffered - as it has ever since I have been in Pyeng Yang.

There is simply too much to do to look after everything properly. The Catholics are making a

desperate effort to smash our work and smashing it they are, to some extent. There are

numbers who go over to the Catholics whom we could hold if we could keep them long

enough to teach them but they are won over by promises of benefits from political influence

and these the weak newly interested Korean finds it hard to resist. Many of the priests in

this country are a vile scheming lot and it is hard to see people led astray by such men. If

they taught the people how to love the Lord and the way to Heaven one couldn't complain. I

have faith to believe that the Lord will take care of His own but it is hard to see people leave

us to become Catholics. Don't get a wrong idea from what I have said. The work is not

going to the dogs.

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 7, letter #119)



Pyeng Yang, Korea August 26, 1899 Alice Fish Moffett
[as printed in the Occident]

At a little place called So-oo-mool, across the Tai Tong river, and about twenty-
five or thirty li from here [a li is a measure of 654 yards, or a little over one-third of a

mile. - Ed.], there is quite a strong country church. As it was a long time since they had
had the communion service administered in their own building, Mr. Moffett had promised
to be with them on Sabbath two weeks ago, and I went out with him, of course being
compelled to go in my four-man chair, while he walked. We had a most beautiful day in

every way, and it was enough to make one's heart sing for joy to see the happiness and
earnestness of those dear people. On the way going out we passed a little church by
the roadside, where the people were holding their morning service, and we could hear
the hymns ringing out through the village street and over the fields. Oh, what a change
it means to this people! Mr. Moffett said, "Just think! Less than six years ago there

were not more than two or three Christians in all this country round here, and now there

are twelve congregations (meeting places) in this country alone, aside from the large city

church." We have no right ever to be in the least cast down when we think of what
God has done and is doing here. We are not cast down, to be sure, and the only time

when we ever approach such a feeling is when we think of the magnitude of the work,
the many places which cannot be visited, and where the harvest cannot be reaped for

lack of workers. It is wonderful to be here. We ought to realize our privilege constantly,

and I believe God knows that our hearts do really praise him. But are there no cold

times? Yes, for myself I have to acknowledge that there are - times when I take things

as a matter of course (all these wonderful things that are going on around us), and
forget the other fields where earnest workers are laboring with little or no
encouragement or result; times when I feel almost useless here, and as if I were far

away from the people. And then, oh, how gently the dear Lord gives me some
experience just full of blessing, or else causes me to remember that he sent and placed

me here, and is caring for the work, small as it seems to be.

Well, before we reached the town that morning, a troop of nine or ten little boys

of the church came racing out on the road to greet us, and danced up to Mr. Moffett,

exclaiming, "0 pastor, have you come, have you come? The people are all in the church

waiting for you." Another part of the congregation waited for us under a tree on the

hilltop, and together we all descended to the new, commodious church building and held

the morning service for Bible study of about one and one-half hours, the lesson being

from John ix: 1 3-41 . Then we went to the home of Han Sa Pang, the leader, for dinner,

and back again to the church for the communion service, from two till four o'clock. By

the way, this is the same Han whose picture is in the little pamphlet, "A Forward

Movement in Northern Korea" - the man I read about so long before coming out here.

How strange it seems to look back upon that time!

There were thirty-nine baptized members who partook of the communion, and a

congregation of about one hundred, or one hundred and ten, both morning and

afternoon.

Last Sabbath was a wonderful day here, for the people of the church and for us.

The examination of catechumens for baptism has been going on through the summer
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days, and on Sabbath there were thirty-two women and twenty-six men baptized, and
about two hundred and fifty church members partook of the communion. Quite a

number of the women were over seventy years old. The service was very solemn, and
people felt deeply its solemnity; but nevertheless, the faces of those dear women
beamed with the joy which was in their hearts.

I think I have written you about little Kil Lai, the child Mr. Moffett has been
supporting for three years. She and her old grandmother, the only immediate member of

the family, sat side by side and received baptism, and they truly made a picture. The old

grandmother fixed her eyes on the child's face while she was being baptized, and
afterwards smoothed her hair lovingly, with a motion as if she wanted to hug her then

and there. There was a dear old woman 83 years old, who walked in from the country

ten li, and had to stop to rest ten times on the way. But, oh, the joy, peace and

happiness in that dear old wrinkled face and bent form! She is jubilant in her joy.

The day she came in to be examined for baptism there were some women here in

the sitting room who had come in merely to see the foreigner's house, and said they had

never heard the "Jesus doctrine" before. One of the women was over eighty years, she

said. While my little woman and I were talking to them she was more interested in

looking about and in asking questions about other things. But presently Mr. Moffett

came out of the study with the dear old Christian woman, and said to her, "Now, here is

a woman nearly as old as you who does not know Jesus. Tell her about the grace and

peace you have received." Her face lighted up as she began telling what God had done

for her, and the other woman forgot to look around, and came nearer and nearer to

listen. Soon she burst out with, "Did you call God in heaven your father? Well, I never

can understand that." For two Sabbaths now this old woman has attended church to

hear more of the strange teaching. It surely will not be long before her own face will

shine with the light of the knowledge of Christ.

A few weeks ago one of the young Korean helpers came to ask if he might go out

on the river with a party, sight-seeing. Mr. Moffett said, "Certainly. Go and play as

hard as you can. Whatever you do, do with your might." The party went up the river,

stopped near a Buddhist monastery, fell into conversation with some of the priests, and

told them about Christianity. One of the young priests was evidently greatly dissatisfied

with his monastic life; the truth began to take hold of his heart; and two days after, he

left the temple behind and came in here, asking to be taught and ready to work. We
were grading about the house just then, and the young ex-priest went to work carrying

dirt on his back like the coolies. It seems that seventeen years before, he had run away

from home to the monastery; had not heard from his parents since, and did not know

whether they were living or not. After a few days here, he came bringing his Buddhist

cap and a curious old book, saying he wanted to go to find his parents, and if we would

buy those he would have money enough for the journey. Next morning he started off,

promising to tell about Jesus wherever he went.

Alice Fish Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Chong Su, Korea Sept. 1 7, 1899 Graham Lee

Dear Father & Mother:

It is Sunday afternoon and we are enroute from Pyeng Yang to Seoul to attend
the Annual Meeting. In our party are Mr. & Mrs. Moffett, Mr. Whittemore and our
family. The ladies are riding in chairs and we men are on our bicycles. Mylo and our
Amah are in a big Korean chair carried by four men with two extras. Our outfit
consists of the following: five chairs with twenty-two chair-bearers, seven horses and
seven horse-men, and five servants including Margaret's wet nurse. We are taking the
overland trip this year in preference to the boat as the only boat we could catch was
small and unsafe. So far the trip has been very delightful. Of course the houses are
very dirty and there are plenty of things that bite us but we are used to such things
and don t mind them. Margaret objects decidedly to riding in a chair. Generally she is

a very good baby but the shaking motion of the chair is not to her taste and makes her
cry a good deal. We are spending Sunday in a beautiful place about halfway from P.Y.
to Seoul. The village is on a beautiful clear stream and just across the stream rises a
rocky cliff some two hundred feet sheer from the water's edge and all covered with
foliage. Just now when the first leaves are beginning to turn this cliff is especially
beautiful. There are here and there small patches of red and here and there in yellows
shading off into the dark green of the pines. The cliff, the clear stream at its base, the
great variety of coloring of the foliage all together make one of the finest pieces of
natural scenery I have seen in Korea.

We are having a very comfortable Sunday. Fortunately we got into a new
house which is comparatively free from things that bite. Mr. & Mrs. Moffett have a
little room to themselves. Blanche, Mrs. Webb, the children and two Korean women
have a larger room to themselves and Mr. Whittemore and I sleep outside on a sort of
porch just off the street. Last night just before going to bed the people in the next
house above entertained us by butchering a bull in the middle of the street not fifty

feet from our house. They threw the poor thing, tied all its feet together and then cut
its throat. It wasn't pleasant to listen to the bellowings of the dying beast. If I had
known what they were going to do I would have shot the poor thing for them as I had
my rifle along. We expect to reach Seoul next Thursday taking seven days, eight
including Sunday, to make a journey of one hundred and sixty miles. There are no
Christians in this village but many of the people know about Christianity. Last night

before eating supper we all sat out in front of the house on the main street and sang
songs until quite a crowd gathered and then we talked to them a little while, and again
this morning we talked to them and gave them a few books. These people have heard
plenty of preaching, as missionaries have stopped in this village numbers of times but
as yet the Gospel has taken no root here.

We received both of your letters telling of your sympathy for us in the trial of

losing little Raymond and we were so glad to get them. We miss the little man very
much. He is buried on a little hill in a beautiful spot overlooking the site of ancient
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yeng Yang which probably flourished when David was king in Israel. The hill
overlooks this site which is now a fertile valley waving with bountiful crops and in the
distance some three or four miles away can be seen a little strip of the Tai Tong river.
It is a lovely spot where the little man rests and I hope that when the Lord ceases to
have use of this body of mine it may be laid there beside him. We have ordered a
small stone from Chefoo China to mark the spot and will set it as soon as it comes.

Little Margaret is getting more interesting every day. When she lies asleep she
looks so much like Raymond that I can almost fancy the little fellow is lying before me
She is a great comfort to us.

You will probably have hard work to make out this scrawl. I am sitting on the
floor with my back against the wall humped over with a book on one knee trying to
write - conditions which are not very conducive to legible script, you can be sure.

In the last mail came a fine letter from Bess with a note from Francis enclosed,
both of which more than eagerly received and read. Also we got nice letters from
Maggie and Aunt Lena which were so much appreciated. One thing these sorrows
show, they show how much your friends love you.

Give our love to all the friends when you see them.

Your affectionate son,

Graham Lee

(Original copy of this letter in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection)



Seoul, Korea
Sept. /October, 1899 W.M. Baird
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he'd, but the daily work was left to the Korean teacher. Since first starting the classesthere have been about sixty applicants. The majority of these were rejected, eitherbecause they did not come up to the requirements or because they could not support
themselves. Since the first, the greatest enrollment at any one time was thirteen the
aggregate enrollment twenty-two, the average attendance ten, and during the time that Iwas teaching this year there were twelve in attendance. Beside these some who attended
only temporarily were not enrolled. The majority of the applicants were from the countryand every district was represented. Many were promising and not averse to work for their
support. This shows (1) that the better class of our church boys want an education and
are willing to work for it, and (2) that the classes fairly met a felt need.

Scripture, geography, arithmetic and history were irregularly taught. Examinationsshow that some of the advanced boys who have been in school a year have a fair general
knowledge of geography and history, being able to answer questions on the life and work
of Alexander the Great, Hannibal, Caesar, Napoleon, Luther, John Tetzel, the Waldenses,
Albigenses, etc. Their chief work of course has been on the study of the Bible and thosewho have been longest in school have read the most of the New Testament either withme or the Korean teacher, or with commentaries. As an aid in all their studies I placed in
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the school room at its start last year in care of the teacher as librarian a Chinese and
Korean library containing about sixty volumes of the best books obtainable. Frequent and
profitable use has been made of these by the pupils and others.

Fields were bought last year and on these from three to eight boys have been
supporting themselves in school by their labor. They have been boys of good character
and ability, fully keeping up in studies with those who supported themselves. For working
half a day they received their food, other things being supplied by themselves.

Having seen and felt the need for educational work here rather than met it, I wish
to say something about (1) the need, (2) the character of the educational work we should
attempt, and (3) to suggest how I think this may be accomplished.

®- The Need for Educational work in Pvenqvana .

No greater need exists than for educated leaders prepared to develop the native church.
The native must teach and lead the native, at least if for no better reason because there
are not enough missionaries to do it. In every church we visit there is a call for teachers
to go and train the people. Beyond the bounds of the churches there is an interested and
curious number who will form false notions of Christianity if they do not get correct ones,
and still out beyond them are the unevangelized needing to be reached by able and earnest
men. Evils inside the church can also best be met by men who are established in Christ
and who have gotten their bearings concerning the relation of truth to truth. In many
places the remote groups have for lack of anything better accepted as teachers the most
incompetent persons. In some places the people are willing to accept "just anything" to
teach the simple first things. I have never felt that "just anything" was good enough to
do. Judged by the importance and the dangers certainly the very best teachers are none
too good for the very poorest places. Immature, incomplete and erratic teaching now will

be felt in the character of all these groups for years to come. The teaching office should
not devolve upon babes.

®. The Character of the Teaching Contemplated .

If we hold to the three-fold division of primary, intermediate and higher education, the
second as represented by the academy is what we want. This is what we should plan for

just as rapidly as the development of the work requires it. I do not think that better

principles can be laid down for educational work than those given by Dr. Mateer of

Tengchow. He says, "Our mission schools should be (1) Christian . (2) vernacular , and (3)

thorough . To this I should add (4) they should not unfit the pupils for their environment .

(1 ) Christian.

In teaching, in tone, in example, and in spirit the school should be Christian. Non-
Christians may be received, but they should not outnumber the Christians. Every

influence in a Mission school should bend to exalt Christ rather than to curry favor with a

non-Christian public. It should be designed primarily for the training of Christian men, and

a recognized agency for the establishing of a Christian church by building up men in

character as well as knowledge.
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(2) Vernacular.

The native language is the medium through which the greatest number will be
reached. It will not separate the pupils too far from their own people. Its use will tend
toward the development of the native writing and a native literature, accessible to the
whole nation.

(3) Thorough.

Few persons who have not tried it can realize how difficult thoroughness is to
secure among Koreans. Their own schools are not thorough; regularity and promptness in

attendance is rare; suitable textbooks are as yet few; their poverty and nondescript habits
together with their inadequate conception of the usefulness of any education except along
the line of the old classics, all make thoroughness up-hill work. I need not convince you
of the need of thoroughness; I only speak of it in order to emphasize certain steps to

secure it. Beyond question it is essential that the teacher and pupil be kept in contact
with each other continuously for a considerable period of time. Two things are necessary,
(a -) The teacher must devote a large proportion of his time to the work, must meet the

pupils daily. It is a sine qua non of efficiency and thoroughness that a missionary be set

aside almost exclusively to the work of teaching, (b-) The pupils must continue in school
for a considerable period. I suggest five years as the length of time to plan for study in

the academy proper (and by this I do not mean preliminary studies). At first we will be
compelled to content ourselves with a shorter time, but some means must be taken to

secure continuous attendance and study and at the same time not to destroy their

independence of character.

(4) Education should not unfit the pupils for their necessary future environment .

The leaders should not be too far separated from the people they are to lead. Their

minds should be filled with new ideas, but their sympathies and their style and habits of

living should not be out of touch with the plans upon which most of the people still

necessarily live. Education should therefore begin with the Koreans where they are and

just as we find them, leading them gradually as they are able to be taught. The object

should be to lead the native church through real and care-picked leaders to stand before

their fellow countrymen as real and capable representatives of Christianity. The

curriculum should not therefore be an attempt to reduplicate an American academy and

foist it bodily on unprepared Koreans. Meeting them where they are they should be led to

more advanced studies as their powers of mind, possibilities and the needs of their

constituency require it. From the very first as a preparatory step I would suggest:

(A) - Special or Normal classes [meaning classes for training educators]

These should be held in addition to the regular winter theological classes. They should be

composed of carefully picked men invited from the various groups sections, and would be

normal classes for teachers, for advanced Bible study, for language teachers, for helpers

and preachers and any other special purpose classes. They should be frequent, held for a

short time, somewhat graded, and small rather than large in the number of attendants. By

means of special purpose classes, which might occupy several months of the year, the

missionaries would be brought into touch with the leading minds of all the groups, and

would also be able to impart to large numbers some very essential elementary instruction.

In order to secure just the ones seated at the time desired some aid would be necessary.
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that the Mission owes them a living. The pupils should cooperate at least in providing for

their support. If their motive in doing so is Christian the success of the school will be the

more assured.

(3) A school, to be advanced, must have the entire attention of advanced teachers. This

means not only that good native teachers should be trained up by the missionary as early

as possible, but it is absolutely essential that a missionary be set aside that he may devote

his whole time to it. The work is important enough and enough in quantity to warrant

this. To hold pupils, the teaching force should be always there. Remembering that every

successful teacher who constantly meets the same classes must devote some time to

preparing for the classroom,, that he should be preparing for advancing work, that he

should prepare textbooks, that he should take steps to develop the desire for education in

the whole field, and that he will be more or less occupied with the special classes above

spoken of, it will be evident that there is important work enough to more than occupy his

energies. Of course no one can do it however unless it were made his business .

(4) All available latent teaching force should be utilized. The advanced pupils should be

put to teaching beginners and thus trained to be teachers. Special lectures could be given

by the missionaries occasionally and by some of the Korean teachers.

(5) The school should be housed and adequately provided for. Beside a teacher, a school

building, some sleeping rooms, some simple apparatus and some additions to the library

are necessary.

(6) There should be an industrial department by which worthy pupils could be given an

opportunity to support themselves while in school. Of course it could not be hoped that

an industrial department would be entirely self-supporting, or that the pupils would there

learn trades by which to make their future living. These results might or might not follow;

but the object of this department would be primarily to assist a limited number of worthy

pupils in getting an education independently of charity. There are only three or four

possible sources of support for Korean pupils while in school: (a) by the pupils or their

parents or friends: (b) by foreign funds: (c) by the native church: (d) self-support by

manual labor. It is apparent to all those acquainted with Korea that if only these Christian

pupils are to be educated who can afford to support and educate themselves the numbers

will be very small. Many of the most capable ones will be debarred, and the educational

interests of Korea will be retarded for years. The native Christian church probably can and

will aid a few pupils for short periods at a time but not with sufficient regularity as yet to

justify the machinery of a school. Probably in most mission schools foreign funds are

used more or less to aid pupils. Many have thus been educated entirely. In my opinion it

would be preferable, if the pupils should be aided, to do it in such a way as to enable the

pupils to give some equivalent so as not to lose their independence of character.

If no other means are at hand, poverty will necessarily compel most of our Korean

Christians to take advantage of the offer of self-support by manual labor if they are ever

to secure an education at all. The experiment in Pyeng Yang has shown that a good class

of Korean boys are willing to take advantage of a chance to work their way, and that their

work does not prevent advancement in learning. From twenty to twenty-five dollars gold
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per year have been found sufficient to support each pupil.. If the money, instead of being
granted to pupils outright, were paid to them in wages for working the half of each day,

their independence would be preserved, and poor boys would be enabled to get what they

otherwise would never be able to acquire. A corps of promising young men could thus be
kept consistently in school by the aid of an industrial department.

No large sum would be needed for this purpose. A constant income from the

products of industry would help to continue this department. I am convinced from what I

have seen that a department of this kind would be from one-half to two-thirds self-

supporting. I suggest here some possible industries: gardening, rope-making, soap-

making, broom-making, tanning, native tailoring, bookbinding and printing, carpentering,

etc. Some of these could not but be self-supporting in time, as well as useful to the

Koreans. Could they be taught to make soap, to tan leather, to make rope, to use a lathe,

these things would not be unimportant in themselves and would be a means toward

accomplishing a higher end. I only speak of these as possible industries. One at a time

should be developed. The Station has asked liberty to use a small printing press and

outfit; in this, several of the boys could doubtless be employed.

I believe that the time has come for recognizing and trying to meet this need of the

church in a vigorous, effective and whole-souled way. The remnants of our time and

energies are not sufficient to ensure success. Is it not time for the mission to assume and

equip this part of the work? I deem this work so important at this stage of the Christian

work in Pyengyang that had I abundance of means and choice of methods, even though I

were the only missionary in Pyengyang, I should devote much of my time to this. I

request therefore that the mission this year set aside one person to the school, and make

a sufficient provision to adequately equip and carry it on, and in this that the self-

supporting department for the aid of pupils be not overlooked.

In what has hitherto been attempted the Board has not been asked to appropriate

to the school. Other members of the station have assisted financially. Through

Mr. Whittemore's interest funds have been turned in which have been used in the

purchase of fields and in the industrial work. Of the receipts and expenditures an account

is given on the accompanying paper. It should be noted that while the fields afford

employment for summer, other industries would have to be provided to occupy the rest of

the year in order to profitably utilize their whole time and labor.

(from the microfilm collection of the Board of Foreign Mission, Presbyterian Historical

Society, Philadelphia, Reel #180, Vol. eleven, Korea Reports)
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Woman s Work for Woman in Northern Korea - Annual Report for Pyenqyanq Station

Last May one of our workers returning from a country trip to the South of Pyeng Yang
said, Well, I did not know there were so many women in any part of Korea as I have seen in

this one district. They are thronging everywhere and among them there are so many who are
hungry to be taught. Within the circles of the merely curious are those who are patiently
learning to read and according to their ability are searching the Word of God.

The lines of connection between these throngs of women out in the country districts
and the central work in the city run in both directions.

1 . The training classes, which draw a limited number from the country groups; -

2 : The Korean women who are sent out by the Korean Church on preaching tours; -

3 . And most important, as reaching the largest number in the country, are the itinerating tours
of Miss Best, who holds study classes with the groups where she visits.

The city work remains in form the same as was reported last year. At the Woman's
Church in the city, the Sabbath morning class for Bible study was continued by Mrs. Baird until

she left for America and was then placed under Miss Best's care during March and April until

Mrs. Swallen's arrival. The attendance varies between seventy-five and one hundred, and of
the four classes, two are taught by Korean women, one by Miss Best and one by Mrs. Swallen.
After the class Mrs. Swallen meets with the catechumens only, for a short season of prayer
and committing of Bible verses.

The Wednesday afternoon Bible class in the city has had an average attendance of fifty

women and the ten or twelve little girls of the school. At the beginning of the year, Mrs. Baird

was taking the class through the study of Mark's Gospel. In January Dr. Fish took the class,

completed the study of Mark and began the study of Old Testament history, using the ^ ^
[illustrated Bible]. During March and April Miss Best was in charge and the class was

then transferred to Mrs. Swallen. At the close of each study hour Mrs. Swallen spends some
time with the women who cannot read. She has them commit to memory the commandments
and as they commit them, she teaches them the characters which they have learned by sound.

At the woman's sarang [reception room] outside the city, the Sabbath morning Bible

class under Mrs. [Graham] Lee's charge has this year had an average attendance of eighty. Of
the four classes, Mrs. Lee teaches the older women, Mrs. [J. Hunter] Wells the young women,
Mrs. Hunt the class of little girls, and Song Si, Mrs. Lee's helper, meets with the new-comers.
During the summer Mrs. Hunt paid regular visits to a class across the river, and in her absence
Mrs. Webb [Mrs. Graham Lee's mother] met the class of little girls and Mrs. Moffett assisted

with the singing.

At the Wednesday class at the sarang for Bible study and prayer, the Old Testament
stories are studied with the aid of the o o [illustrated Bible]. Miss Best took charge of

this service during the summer. Among the women who attend, forty-one are able to read,

besides, of course, the little girls of the school. The interesting little woman who walks in six

miles from H-¥- s [pUl mU gOl] is seldom missed, either on Sabbaths or Wednesdays. She

invariably passes her hymn book to some other woman who has not committed [to memory] all

the hymns as has she; and seldom have I known her to come into the house without opening



her Testament to ask explanation of some passage over which she has been studying.

Mrs. Wells' class of young women with their interesting faces and quickness at

learning, forms a bright corner in the sarang.

The building is over-crowded on Sabbaths and there is great need for more room that
the congregation may be accommodated and that the classes may be separated for better
teaching.

The Woman's Home Missionary Society began in the hearts of a few of the church
women with a desire to help the poor church members; to give toward the building of country
churches, and to assist in sending women to preach and teach in the country. It was
organized in July of 1898 and since then has collected 363 nyang. From this sum, 10 nyang
was given for the new building at ^ [so u mu I]; 12 nyang has been expended by Korean
women in itinerating and 27 nyang has been devoted to charity. The 12 nyang seems a small

sum to place against itineration but the women receive help from the country people so that

two of them require only 3 nyang for a trip of two or three weeks.

Song Si, Mrs. [Graham] Lee's helper, spends about half of her time in itineration under
Mr. [Graham] Lee's direction, and two other women (Yu n Si and Chai Si) bear their own
expenses while visiting among the churches.

Mrs. Wells, aside from having charge of the little girls' school and teaching her class of

twenty-three young women, has visited in-patients at the hospital and women in their homes.
She speaks particularly of the beginning of home libraries evidenced by the shelf of books in

the native script, or perhaps merely by the home bound copies of those of the Gospels and
Epistles which are at present available. She is always most hospitably received and many a

sick woman has waited and watched for her visits.

Miss Best began her year of itineration and teaching by spending seven days with the

church at Chung Wha where are twenty women, and four days at Moo Chin with a class of ten

women. There is report of a large increase at the latter place since then, and a few women
from both places have come in to meet with those of the city church. This next visit was
made to the group in Soon An where three weeks had been spent the year before. Three times

a day the class of twelve met for instruction and in the intervals visits were made in the homes
of all the grandmothers. Large numbers of women are reached aside from the inner circles of

those who meet for faithful study. The most interesting character in this place is Oui Si, who
though nearly seventy years old, has every time walked the fifty "li" [1672 miles] to attend the

woman's training classes. She is respected by all the women over whom she holds gentle but

decided sway. She is alone in the world and without means, making her living by weaving

cloth.

During part of April and May, Miss Best spent seventeen days visiting five points in

Whang Hai Do, the most thickly populated part of the North where there is work enough

among the women adherents to employ all the time of several workers. The women came in

great numbers and many of them were genuinely interested. As a rule they were bright and

teachable and one and all begged for someone to come often to them. Among the church

members is to be noted the little woman at Kalsan who is the teacher of the other eleven

women - all of them trying to live as God would have them, and eager to learn all they can of
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Miss Best s next trip was a visit to the churches of Chung Wha, Whang Ju, and Yong
Soo Kol. At Whang Ju she held a class for six days with an average attendance of fifteen
women from the Whang Ju church, and neighboring churches within a radius of 40 "li" [13.3
miles]. Ten of those who came for regular study were able to read. Because they so faithfully
study among themselves they are particularly teachable and are specially overjoyed when Miss
Best can go to them. When at home Miss Best gives almost daily attention to the little girls'
school in the city, where she has one of the church women as teacher.

At the beginning of the year, Mrs. Hunt taught arithmetic and singing in Mrs. Wells'
school. In the training class for women during the summer Theological Training class for men,
and to Mrs. Wells class of young women, she has been giving lessons in singing. Each
Sabbath morning for two months was spent with the women's class across the river, and the
remainder of the time with the little girls at the sarang. Mrs. Hunt has also made three trips
into the country meeting with the women and teaching them through the Christian woman who
accompanied her.

The work is everywhere full of encouragement. May the same great joy we have
known come to your hearts as you learn of these hundreds of women who have not to be
sought out and interested, but are already begging to be taught. Join with us in praising God
for them. We ask you as a Mission to consider their needs and speedily to send at least one
single woman to unite with Miss Best in her work for them, at the same time praying God to
send into this harvest field the other two lady workers for whom we are asking this year.

Respectfully submitted

for Pyeng Yang Station,

Alice Fish Moffett

(from the microfilm collection of the Board of Foreign Mission, Presbyterian Historical

Society, Philadelphia, Reel #180, Vol. eleven, Korea Reports)
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EVANGELISTIC REPORT

The evangelistic work in the city of Pyeng Yang is fairly covered in the general report of

the station. Worthy of particular notice however is the fact of such an increase in the number
of adherents that both the men's and women's churches are more than crowded to

overflowing and that even the weekly prayer meeting with its attendance of more than 300
sometimes taxes the capacity of the largest building. This prayer meeting is, of all the

services, the one of greatest inspiration and encouragement to me and I return from it each
week with a heart filled with praise and gratitude. The site for the new church has this year

been enclosed by a stone wall and it is hoped that work on the church may begin next spring.

At the August Communion service when 59 men and women were baptized there were

a number of particularly interesting cases. Ten of these were over 70 years of age. One of

them, now an old man of 77, is an historic character. 30 years ago when the American

steamer General Sherman was burned and the whole crew killed at Pyeng Yang this man was
the one who, going on board, grasped in his arms the official of the city who was held a

prisoner and jumped overboard with him, reaching the shore in safety. He took part in the

burning of the vessel and witnessed the execution of the crew, among whom was Mr.

Thomas, an agent of the Scotch Bible Society who was the first man to take the New
Testament to Pyeng Yang.

Among those baptized there was also the only remaining daughter of one of the first

men I baptized in the city 6 years ago - the one who inaugurated the work in our Whang Hai

field and who, with most of his family afterwards died there of cholera. It was a great privilege

to me to baptize this little girl of 12 and her aged grandmother, now nearly 80.

Country Work

In the oldest field of my country circuit, the county of Soon An, considerable progress

has been made. There are Christians in some twenty-fife villages with 7 meeting places

enrolled in 3 churches.

At Sa Chon after repeated and long-continued efforts to reclaim 4 suspended men, I felt

it necessary to resort to excommunication for the good of the church. Two of them have

yielded to their parents' threats and engaged in ancestral worship and two have ceased

attendance upon church services. All of them still say they believe and I hope the discipline

may bring them to repentance.

With two smaller groups plans are laid for a union building in the county seat. On both

of my visits here the magistrate came out five li to call upon me showing an interest in our

work and questioning me quite at length on the subject of Christianity. I presented him with a

copy of the New Testament which he has been reading and he expresses a desire to assist in

building the church in the magistracy. His wife is reading Christian books, has sent for one of

the Christian women to instruct her and professes faith in Christ. This church is exerting a

very wide spread influence, some of the catechumens coming a distance of more than 10

miles.

The Cha Chak church has outgrown its former building which they have converted into
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a school (conducted at no expense to the Mission) and have erected a much larger tile building

on a beautiful site. This building which will hold at least 150 people is often too small for the
congregation and they propose another enlargement to accommodate the women.

The people are now undergoing a very severe trial owing to the opening of gold mines
in the valley, the miners being quartered upon them by the government and their fields in many
cases being confiscated for placer mining, no compensation being given for them.

In the county of Yung Yon we have two strong churches. Kal Ouen , a union of four

groups has outgrown its building and has just purchased a larger one. A member of the Pyeng
Yang church who moved there has been made its leader and has put new life and vigor into it.

At So Teuki four groups have united in the building of a new church. Two of the

groups, Tek Won Si and Tong Ho Ri reported last year have been merged in this. There is a

great opportunity here for work among the women and I have seldom seen anyone more
grateful than was the crippled wife of a butcher whom I baptized here.

In Suk Chun county we have 3 churches with several other meeting places. In the

county seat is the strongest one. Here also 4 groups have united in purchasing a large

building. They have twice enlarged it this year and it is still too small for the congregation

which gathered when I was there. It is the banner church in the matter of gratuitous

evangelistic work. The Leader is a man of great influence and a zealous evangelist. One of the

young men, a traveling merchant, is constantly at work distributing books, visiting churches,

and teaching and preaching. Last winter nearly a score of the men went two by two into the

unevangelized section north and east selling books and preaching over the whole region and

from this new groups have since developed in three counties. This is one of the best centers

for instruction and I held a class here in March with an attendance of 40 or more, coming not

only from my section but from three counties on Mr. Whittemore's circuit.

Here, too, I received a visit from the magistrate who came to the church to call upon

me. We conversed long upon the salient truths of the gospel and I found that he had been

reading a number of Christian books obtained at our Pyeng Yang bookstore. Here too a

number of Confucianist scholars of local reputation called and some of them came to the

evening evangelistic service. There is a growing spirit of inquiry among the literati who are

beginning to realize that the Christians who in most cases have been men of inferior literary

attainment are rapidly surpassing the literary class in their knowledge and intellectual

attainments.

The women of the church and surrounding churches were greatly disappointed that

Miss Best was not able to visit them as she had expected to do and they are eagerly looking

forward to her visit this November. A class for women is very urgently needed here.

The church at Sa San expects to build this winter.

Po Min Tong church has grown and provides a very useful self-supporting worker and

has been the means of the conversion of a Roman Catholic whom I received as a catechumen.

AnJu county has but one organized group, Sun Tol . Two others recently found not yet
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having been visited. Here I had the satisfaction of seeing the results of seed sown before the

war. Six years ago when passing through An Ju I talked with an old man and left with him a

copy of the Gospel of Mark. For six years he has been reading and re-reading this and this

year hearing of the church at Sun Tol five miles from his village, he came to them for further

instruction. When I visited the church, he with six others from his neighborhood, came to be

received as catechumens. This is one of several such instances met this year. The group at

Kan Dong in Mr. Lee's district which I visited for him this year I found had been started by a

woman who before the war had received a tract from me in Pyeng Yang and who, when she

fled from the city, took the tract with her. Let us keep on distributing Christian literature.

New groups are reported this year in Kai Chun and Soon Chun counties and a number

of catechumens from Eun San county are enrolled in the Cha San churches.

At Tek Chun, too far away to permit a visit this year a new group of 29 believers is

reported. They have a large building and have been visited by teachers sent from Pyeng Yang

, by colporteur and other Christians. They are not yet enrolled. In Cha San county we have

two churches, one a new one set off this year, the other at Paik Tyen, a large, vigorous group

which has grown greatly and is extending its influence into all the adjoining counties to the

East. Here the Christians from 8 or 10 villages have undertaken to build a large church and

when I visited them the women alone, some 60 of them, more than filled the present building.

I had to hold the service in the open air, nearly 200 people gathering for the service the

Sabbath I spent with them.

In the county of Pyeng Yang outside the city I have 4 enrolled groups and 4 other

meeting places. Sa Hoi Kol and Sal Kon Chai call for no particular notice. The So Ou Moul

church has progressed rapidly - has finished its large church building - built a school house,

secured a teacher providing his entire support and provided the support of one of their number

that he may give his time to evangelistic work in the surrounding villages. Han Syek Chin, my

first Helper in Pyeng Yang, has been the leader in their zealous work. He has again been

willing to take up regular work and Mr. [Graham] Lee is using him on his circuit. This church,

with all the work south of it adjoining Mr. Lee's circuit, ought, I believe, to be placed under Mr.

Lee's care if Mr. Han is his helper.

The least satisfactory of all my country churches is the one at Han Chun, where loose

observance of Sabbath, the lack of a good leader, and the death of the man who was leading

them, have resulted in a rather large but weak group lacking in spiritual power. I anticipate

considerable difficulty and a good deal of hard work before this group gives much cause for

satisfaction. From this church one of the men instructed a few men in Chung San city and I

was asked to visit them, but hearing that Mr. Noble of the M.E. [Methodist] mission had visited

the city and enrolled inquirers I advised the men to connect themselves with his work.

When Mr. Baird left, his country work fell under my care. With the exception of a visit

to the Mou Chin church which Mr. Baird had been unable to visit, I have spent no time in these

two circuits but have given them Episcopal oversight, counseling with the leaders and the

helper, Mr. Pang. Mr. Hunt has watched over the interests of the Western circuit and both he

and Mrs. Hunt rendered valuable service there. This section ought to be placed in his charge

until Mr. Baird's return. The chapel across the river where some 40 or more of the Pyeng Yang

church people meet has been under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Hunt since spring.
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Considerable of my time has been given to the work of training of helpers. By
appointment of the Mission a month was given to the Training Class in Sun Chun and to

visiting some of the northern churches with Mr. Whittemore. In the Winter Theological Class in

Pyeng Yang, I took the advanced students through an exegetical study of a part of Romans
and expect to finish it with them this year.

At Suk Chun I had a class in March and in July I taught the special Class for Helpers

only in Church Government and Discipline. Under my direction Miss Best's teacher held two
classes in my section - one in Cha San and one in Soon An. I sent him and Mrs. Moffett's

teacher on an evangelistic tour through the Cha San, Tek Chun circuit and on my last trip took

him with me as my assistant to train and develop him further. He is proving a valuable man.

Besides this, I have met twice a month with the 8 officers of the Pyeng Yang church

and have held meetings with and counseled with the leaders of the country churches. To my
mind this personal contact with and time spent in individual instruction, counsel and direction

of Helpers and Leaders, the influential men in our churches is one of the more important works

of the missionary. It will do more than almost anything else to guide the church aright.

The native agents under my care are Kim Chong Syep, assistant pastor of Pyeng Yang

church, supported by the church; Kim Too Yung, Helper on my country circuit [who] since

June [has been] supported by the native churches. This coming year his entire time will be

given to the four counties of Soon An, Yung Yon, Suk Chun and An Ju - - the groups in these

counties having pledged his entire support; Yi Yung En, whose salary is supplied by the

Mission, I wish to retain as my personal assistant and do not plan to have the Korean church

undertake his support; Han Pyeng Chik, a colporteur whose support is supplied by the Mission

and the B.F.B.S. [British and Foreign Bible Society]. Besides these there are 3 men and 1

woman: Pak of So Ou Moul, Pak of Po Min Tong, Kim of Suk Chun and Mrs. Choi of Kal Ouen,

who, supported by the church or self-supported, are engaged in evangelistic work under my
direction and counsel.

My country circuit has also pledged part salary of another helper greatly needed on the

Cha San circuit. I want Mission sanction to employment of another helper approved by the

Station now that Kim Too Yung is transferred to native support. When all the churches of the

circuit have been heard from I have little doubt that his entire support will be provided also. I

hope to get one from each county as fast as I can train men whom I am willing to have the

native churches undertake to support. The Cha San circuit to which the three counties of Kang

Tong, Sam Teung and Yang Tek should be added, is in great need of a colporteur and I want

permission to place one there. I make a most urgent plea for another missionary to divide with

me the work in these 1 6 counties where there is a large harvest ripe for reaping and a harvest

already reaped which needs to be conserved. I also request the Mission to provide at least one

lady whose entire time can be given to the instruction and training of the Christian women in

this field.

(from the microfilm collection of the Board of Foreign Mission, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia, Reel #180, Vol. eleven, Korea Reports, 1891-1899)



Seoul, Korea Oct. 17, 1899 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Our Annual Meeting is over and almost all have scattered from Seoul to take up another

year’s work. We are detained here a week longer in order to attend to some dentistry, but we
are hoping to be on our way to Pyeng Yang in another two days.

The Annual Meeting was as usual a great delight - the spirit of the meeting was a very

fine one indeed, the discussions were profitable and the plans laid and decisions reached were,

I believe, wise ones. We of the north are rejoicing over the fact that the blessing upon the

work is not so largely confined to our own section and that the promise now is for a large

ingathering in other parts of Korea. We realize keenly the needs of our own field and are

disappointed that we go back with no re-enforcements, but we heartily concurred in the

decision to apportion the new men to other fields.

There seemed to be no other course to take than to appoint Dr. Sharrocks to the

Government Hospital until Dr. Avison's return, - as we are under obligation to the government

to furnish a physician, and Dr. Vinton leaves next month for America.

The Seoul Station made strenuous efforts to secure Miss Best for the Girls' School, but

we did not feel that it would be right to take her from her larger field of usefulness among the

women of the north where she is happily at work and where her own convictions are that she

is called to labor. The Mission saw the force of our position and refused to transfer her to

Seoul. Following this, Miss Nourse was assigned to Yen Mot Kol in Seoul owing to Miss

Doty's physical condition and to Mrs. Gifford's illness. Then it seemed necessary to appoint

Mr. & Mrs. Sidebotham to Tagoo - primarily perhaps on Mrs. Johnson's account, but also

because there is a strong feeling among us that that most densely populated province should

have more missionaries preparing for what is expected to become a very large work in a short

time.

This leaves us of the north somewhat appalled at the situation which confronts us, as

we realize the magnitude of the work already developed and the insufficiency of the force of

workers to grapple with it - yet we believe the Lord has guided the Mission and as we are to

have the first clerical missionary and the first two ladies sent out this year and to have Dr. &

Mrs. Sharrocks next year, we look forward in faith, nothing doubting but that the Lord will

provide for His own church. The Annual Meeting has laid emphasis upon four great needs of

our work in Korea:

1st - The need of a large number of new workers now . The opportunity is now and is

an unusual one. I am Chairman of a Committee to lay before the Board the conditions which

lead us to ask for such a large number of new missionaries, and as soon as I have the facts in

hand from the other members of the Com. I hope to lay before you the details as to the exact

needs of each station.

2nd - The imperative need for more training of Helpers and Leaders - if we are to

conserve the ingathering of thousands of believers. Some of us must devote more time to this

- but in that case who will look after the gathering of the already ripe harvests. We must

however make an advance in this department of our work - even tho some fields go

unharvested.
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but when he has done that I believe we ought to put him in the position to do the very best
kind of work. A committee of 3 doctors and two ministers was appointed to lay before the
Mission next year definite plans for the permanent medical plant needed by our mission in

Seoul. The outlook for establishing a very strong influential church in Korea is so bright that

we are warranted in making large requests from the church at home. If at all possible we
should be given large gifts in men, buildings and equipment this year.

We come again this year with a plea for more houses for Pyeng Yang. Mr. Swallen has

never been provided with a house although he has been on the field 7 years. Now that he is

permanently located with his permanent work, we think he has first claim for a house in Pyeng
Yang. The request for Mr. Hunt's house comes next as I have been perfectly willing to wait

for

my appropriation until these two have been granted. In connection with the request for

appropriations for my house, I want to call attention to the form of the request.

When in 1895 Mr. Lee and I made request for an appropriation for houses for himself &
family and for me -

I suggested that instead of asking for a new house for me we ask only for

sufficient to alter the old Korean house on the place so that it might be used by me for some
years or until the need of a new house became imperative. I said then that I would be willing

to ask for as much less for my eventual permanent house as should go into the preparation of

the old house for use during the settling and establishment of the station. We thus saved

valuable time when it was most needed and at little expense provided what has been used as

temporary quarters for many of the station. Now that I need my permanent house and need to

tear down and remove the temporary one which is immediately in front of the site of the new
house, I have offered to give for the old one all that the Board has expended on it - so that my
permanent residence costs the Board all told from the beginning of my residence in Pyeng

Yang, no more than is asked for the houses of the other missionaries. This will explain why in

the request for my house appropriation for 3500 yen - something over 1000 yen is to be raised

on the field and the amount to be newly appropriated is only a little over 2300 yen.

Another personal matter of which I wish to write. In view of the delayed union of the

bones in Mrs. Moffett’s broken leg the Mission granted us 6 months leave of absence if at the

end of another month or so the improvement has not been so marked as to relieve us of the

necessity of going to America for an operation. I am very grateful that the last 10 days has

shown such improvement as to render it quite probable that we shall not have to leave the field

this year. The work is in such good shape and so well in hand and so promising that we shall

be very loath to leave unless imperatively necessary.

There are a number of other subjects of which I should like to write but I must defer

them. However I do want to write a few words about Dr. Vinton who leaves for his furlough

next month. In view of our correspondence some years ago when I was Chairman of the

Examination Committee, I want to say now that Dr. Vinton is one of our most useful

missionaries, that he has found a field of usefulness here which makes him so helpful to the

whole mission that he adds immensely to the efficiency of every other member of the Mission.

As Treasurer his work is superb, as Secretary, perfect, while as Depositor of the Tract Society,

member of various committees, etc., etc. - his services to those of us who are in other stations

are invaluable. Besides this as he co-operates with Mr. Gifford in his Evangelistic work his

services in connection with the Yun Mot Kol Church and the country circuit are no small factor

in that work. I hope that while he is at home you may let him know that the Board entertains
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the same idea of his usefulness as is in the minds of his colleagues on the field.

I am glad that the reports from Korea this year also are such as will rejoice your heart
and trust that your loving helpful counsel and interest may ever be rewarded by such
conditions on the field as will be a cause for rejoicing.

Mrs. Moffett joins me in the sincerest appreciation of your friendship and regard.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,
Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #89)



Pyeng Yang, Korea October 30, 1899 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

In the last letter I wrote you I forgot to mention something that I particularly
wished to mention. When in Seoul last June and also during our Annual Meeting I

took particular pains to look over the ladies house that Dr. Field has been building
and also gave Dr. Field any suggestions I could. What I wish to say is that Dr.
Field is to be highly commended for the house she has built. It is a good, well-built
substantial house and it certainly is a credit to her. It is no light undertaking for a
lady to build a house in this country and on this account Dr. Field deserves the
more credit. She has certainly proved that she possesses executive ability to a
large degree. I hope some word may be sent her showing that her efforts are
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,
Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 7, letter #133)



Pyengyang, Korea Nov. 15, 1899 Mrs. J. Hunter Wells

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

(A long letter detailing many items). One item on p. 2 reads: "Mr. Moffett has
been in Pyengyang until yesterday, attending to the work here. He left yesterday
for a few days' itinerating west of here. Mrs. Moffett's leg is rapidly improving.
She is now able to walk a little without the crutches and I suppose has no thought
of returning to America for treatment, as she will soon be well again."

With best wishes, I am Yours sincerely,

Lulu Ribble Wells (Mrs. J.H.)

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,
Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 7, letter #140)



Pyengyang, Korea Nov. 23, 1899 J.H. Wells

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

(A long letter. The following excerpt is quoted from it): "In my last letter I

wrote that Mrs. Moffett's leg was slow in uniting. It is united now, she can walk
on it. She is well. Considering the extent of the injury it was not long in uniting,
but seemed so. She has recovered with a perfect result and so all is serene and
happy."

Yours sincerely

J. Hunter Wells

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #178, Vol. 7, letter #146)



Pyeng Yang, Korea Nov. 27, 1899 S.A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I have just returned from a ten days trip to a portion of my country circuit,

having had a very satisfactory trip indeed, the work program nicely growing in

strength and in numbers. I visited 12 places holding services in 1 1 of them -

baptized 22 and received 48 catechumens. The best feature of the trip however
was my conference with the 20 leaders of the whole circuit who met me for a

whole day's conference. This circuit has now undertaken the support of two
Helpers (Evangelists) and we have organized the work much more satisfactorily.

Shall hope to write you more fully along this line another time.

I write now with reference to the Gensan [Wonsan] property. I find awaiting

me a letter from Dr. Grierson, Secretary of the Canadian Mission in Gensan, on the

subject and yesterday your letter to the Mission on the same subject was received.

Dr. Grierson writes as follows:

"In the course of his (Foreign Secretary, Canada) letter, he states that in a

communication received from Dr. Ellinwood the price of the building was to be

$2025.00 gold. As I had previously written that the purchase price mentioned by

your Com. in Seoul was yen 3300.00 viz yen 2800 as the estimated present value

of the house, and yen 500 as the present value of the site, our Board does not

know which is right. I do not know how the difference has arisen if your Com.
notified your Board on the lines of our conference in Seoul in October 1898. I do

see how Dr. Ellinwood made the yen 4050.00 however. He took the total original

cost of the house and cash viz. yen 3769.33 (as stated by your Committee to us in

Seoul) and subtracted from that the yen 500 at which your Com. valued the

property at the present time. This would make just yen 4049.33 or 67 sen less

than $2025.00 gold By order of our Mission I have written our Board that Yen

3300.00 is not only the sum mentioned by your Committee, but also that in our

estimation it is full value for the property as it at present stands. I am also directed

to inform you as Chairman of the Appropriation [Apportionment] Committee with

whom we met, of the different terms now presented. I must not neglect to say

that in my note to our Canadian Board I have advised them of the scores of

thousands of dollars your Board has expended here to the results of which our

Mission falls heir, so that if the $2025.00 gold is a serious offer and not simply a

misunderstanding on the part of the Home Board in New York, the transfer will go

through at the latter price. If it is a mistake, however, we trust to your Committee

to correct it."

I have quoted Dr. Grierson's letter at length as it will give you the clearest

understanding of the situation.
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The Apportionment Committee of the Mission in its Conference with the
Canadian brethren in Oct. 1898 did state the value of the property as above
expressed - viz., Yen 2800.00 as present value of house and yen 500.00 as
present value of site, a total of yen 3300.00. I supposed that the Committee
which had in charge the details of the transfer, Mr. Gale and one or two others,
had written you fully as to the conclusion of our conference.

Either they did not write, or there has arisen a slight misunderstanding, or

the Board feels unwilling to accept less than the amount expended on the property
plus the present increased value of the land.

However - in what I have written above I think you will have all the data in

the case and will be able to adjust the matter satisfactorily to all.

3. We have just received word of Mr. Gifford's appointment as Treasurer.

We are grateful for the good which it works to our station in that Mr. Lee will not

have to serve as station Treasurer. We are greatly feeling the lack of men and
have a good many doubts as to whether the Mission did wisely in transferring Mr.

& Mrs. Sidebotham.

4. Mr. Whittemore ought to have someone at once with him to help plan &
care for the large work on his hands and we certainly need help here. Please send
us the one man and two ladies first on the list just as soon as possible.

Am exceedingly busy and cannot write more just now tho I should like to do

so.

With kindest regards from Mrs. Moffett and myself,

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. The Mission has had nothing to do with the matter of Mrs. Gibson's property

which is a private or individual matter. S.A.M.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #90)



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Dec. 15, 1899 J. Hunter Wells
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Mr. Hunt, as in the previous month, has been out the most, and has

examined and baptized the most people.

3 - And let me say here that his is a good illustration of the nonsense of the old

fashioned language examination. Mr. Hunt was not "passed" due doubtless to his

refusal on conscientious grounds to write a prayer, but there are no two-year

missionaries and but one or two three-year residents who know as much Korean or

are as able to do missionary work as he is. The idea of thinking that Miss Field,

Miss Shields, Miss Best, Dr. Johnson or Mr. Ross are better qualified on this

language, when one notes their works, shows the rank absurdity of the so-called

"examinations" and classes them as farces !

4. - Affairs at the dispensary and four small rooms - 3 of them 8X8 feet in size,

which we call a "hospital" are progressing about as they were this time last year.

We have never had a waiting room in which patients could stay any length of time

during cold weather. The stove we asked for a year or so ago was not allowed.

So this winter I advanced the money to have our waiting room floor made of stone

and mud and it's now heated underneath, and so we now have a proper chapel,

waiting room and general evangelistic center which is warm, attractive and popular.

The 75 yen asked for in the coming appropriation is to cover this expense.

5 - We are in crying and urgent need of the 250 yen to finish our house as planned.

The station has put it first among our requests. We have the smallest and

cheapest house in Pyengyang. With the additional room it will still be the smallest.

Will you please bear this request in mind when you come to the estimate? It's

Pyengyang's first request. The men here all recognize our need. It's the 250 yen

to complete the house Dr. Wells occupies that comes first of the long list of

requests for Pyengyang.

6 - Politically there is no special news though Japan is gradually strengthening her

commercial hold and that carries with it other holds on this country. It is a good

thing. There is nothing for us as missionaries to fear from Japanese control.

7 - Eight Christians here in Pyengyang lately signed a complaint against the

magistrate and as a consequence two were caught and one severely beaten,

receiving 70 blows without a murmur, much to the surprise of the bystanders, one

of whom said: "These Christians must be strong men." The church was, of

course, stirred to its depths. It was reported to me that both the men captured had

been beaten and that one was about to die, so as a physician I called at the jail to

see the men as friends and as victims, as I have often done heretofore, knowing

only that someone was suffering. For the first time in my experience I

was refused admission and the magistrate, a [?] patient of mine and a frequent

visitor at our house, wanted to talk to me about the heinous crime that the men
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had committed. I refused to discuss the merits of the case, told the magistrate

that the men were my friends, that I had never been refused before: that I came
merely as a doctor and threatened if he didn't allow it that I'd appeal to the

governor, and that if he refused I'd telegraph to Seoul. All this time we were
pleasantly drinking tea together. By the exercise of considerable patience, and by

refusal to discuss the merits and by waiting he at last gave his consent. I found

the men with their hands tied behind them and in the lowest hole of the jail. Only

one had been beaten. The result of my visit, though nothing was said and only

medicine given, was that the next day the two men were released; the other six

were not molested, though they were nearly scared to death during the excitement

and now the incident is closed and one step towards civil liberty has been taken by

the people.

8 - The Women's class held last month was the usual success. Each of the

married women excepting Mrs. Moffett, gave an hour a day to it, as did also Miss

Best. The attendance from outside was some 38. It was reported as more of a

Bible study class than heretofore.

I am still in charge of the academy besides having my usual work.

There are many other things I might write of but the length of this already

makes it appropriate for me to close. The work in all directions is showing a

wonderful growth.

Yours sincerely,

J. Hunter Wells

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #91)






