


Princeton, New Jersey January 3, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Princeton Theological Seminary

Dear Dr. Brown:

Upon arrival here after Christmas season with my Mother in Indiana I find two letters

from you awaiting me. I am deeply pained to hear of Mr. Moore’s sudden and so thoroughly

unanticipated death. It seems particularly sad because we have just been receiving letters which

spoke of Mrs. Moore’s complete recovery from her mental depression and poor health and of her

buoyant spirits and great joy in view of their happy expectations.

Mr. Moore was so deeply interested in the Korean work, so thoroughly consecrated and

with his great gift in speaking the language fluently, bade fair to be eminently useful in his new

position as teacher in the Wells Training School. A loss like this is one which cannot be made

up, so far as the natural vision enables us to see. I shall write Mrs. Moore at once. Your other

letter writes ofmy trying to visit Syracuse. I have been in correspondence with Mr. Vickers and

was confidently hoping to go to Syracuse for a Sabbath but unfortunately the only Sabbath

which I had free - January 6
th

,
had already been given by them to Dr. Holmes of Philadelphia and

I do not know how to arrange for a visit there. I wrote them that I would return here from

Indiana via Syracuse spending Sabbath January 6
th
with them if that would fit into their plans but

just before my letter reached them the other engagement had been made. If more important that

1 should go there than to be in the Brooklyn Campaign Sabbath February 3
rd

,
doubtless Mr.

McConaughy can so arrange the Campaign in Brooklyn so as to free me from that in time to

reach Syracuse February 2
nd

. I have already promised Mr. McConaughy January 24 to February

3 for the Brooklyn Campaign. I hope to be in New York before many days and can talk with

you about it then.

I had a delightful visit in Chicago and have reason to expect some substantial results

from it, but it is better to report realization rather than expectations - so I shall wait a while

before reporting anything] definite.

As a post script to my letter about the Koreans in California I should have added that our

Korean Christians in Hawaii sent $127.15 to Korea for the Committee of Missions to send

evangelists to the unevangelized regions. Trusting you have had a good Christmas -

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #6)



Princeton, New Jersey January 1 1, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

In the three or four minutes in which 1 had an opportunity to speak to the members of the

Board on last Monday I took occasion to call attention to what all of us in the Korea Mission

think calls for a careful consideration on the part of the Board in making its appropriations this

year. We do not think that the bearing of our policy of self-support upon the finances of the

mission has had sufficient consideration. The fact that almost all of our native work is provided

for by the Korean church and that we ask from the church at home only a very small sum for

native work means that a failure to provide the small amount asked is to cut out the vital features

of the work which have to do with the efficient use of the missionary’s time and abilities. Please

notice that last year the Korean church contributed Yen 54,837°° for the support of the work and

that the Board appropriated just about lA as much, viz, Yen 27,540, and that the Board’s

appropriation divided as follows

Class IV Evangelistic Yen 9,860°°

“ V Educational “ 2,900°°

“ VI Medical “ 5,460°°

“ VII Rents & Repairs “ 3,380°°

“ IX Mission & Station expenses “ 5,940°°

(including language teachers &
literary assistants) Yen 27,540°°

was almost entirely for the equipment of the missionary with what is absolutely essential to the

proper use of his time and talents. It was for houses (rent & repairs), language teachers &

literary assistants, drugs and running expenses of hospitals, fuel, lights, etc. for schools and

under the head of Evangelistic work it was for less than 1 native assistant to each male

missionary for itineration among the churches, and for fuel for the missionary s evangelistic

workshop - the Sarang [

A
f

3
J]. It was not for building churches, nor for employing pastors, nor

for primary school teachers or expenses, nor for support of pupils. The Mission had asked for

Yen 48,615°° and received 27,543°°. That meant that we had practically nothing for native work,

that not even one evangelistic assistant per male missionary could be provided, that literary

assistants had to be dismissed or paid out of one’s own pocket, that itinerating trips must be

abandoned, or the expense for the same met out of one’s own salary, that the physician s stock of

drugs was cut down to the detriment of the work - or cut to nothing as in the case of Dr. Whiting

last year, that there were deficits to be met for fuel for the Higher Schools, & for teachers

salaries for these schools. Notice please that all of these have to do with the missionary’s

efficiency.

In the six stations not more than 75 out of the 373 native workers are provided by the

Board Most of these are directly attached to the missionary. This year 3 men came to January

meeting of Station with the report that with 3 months of itinerating work yet to be done, the fund
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was exhausted and that cost of living was so much greater than a few years ago, they had no

private funds upon which to draw. This year several literary assistants were dismissed. Others

were provided from private funds. These assistants costing $72 a year act as private

secretaries, etc., saving the missionary several hours a day of valuable time and adding largely to

his efficiency. In this age what business man can accomplish a large work without a

stenographer? We missionaries are now heads of departments of a large business and cannot

afford to attend to details and spend hours in writing necessary Korean letters which work can be

done better by a $72°° a year Korean assistant or stenographer. Again, it is not worth while to

build Academies, etc. and provide missionary teachers if when the pupils come by the hundreds

ready to support themselves we cannot appropriate enough for fuel and lights, for janitor and

minor teachers, so as to make efficient use of the plant provided.

As I see it, our very success in developing self-support with no call upon the home

church for large sums for native work leaves us with smaller sums for those phases of the work

which have to do with missionary efficiency. A field where both this equipment and the native

work is appropriated for by the Board has larger sums to apportion and after it has cut out some

helpers here & there, still has sufficient to leave the missionary’s necessary equipment provided

for - while with us, all we can cut out is this very necessary equipment for the missionary. I

wish the Finance Committee would consider this in making the appropriations this year. I feel

sure that an economical distribution of the money in hand for the best use of the Board s assets

on the field (the missionaries) would give to Korea from three to five thousand dollars more for

its work this next year. I do not know what advance in requests is made by the Mission - but

even though all requests cannot be granted, a large advance over last year’s appropriation is

needed if we are to do our best work and take advantage of our present equipment in men and

our wonderful opportunities.

1 write thus at some length for I feel that this point needs only to be clearly understood to

be acted upon.

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #14)



Pyeng Yang, Korea January 15, 1907 George Shannon McCune

My dear Dr. Brown:-

You have doubtless been hearing of the blessings that we are in the midst of now, but 1

am going to risk repeating what some one else may have told you. We are holding our winter

training class for men from the country circuits and it is the largest class we have ever held even

though the Chairyong circuits were not included as formerly. Mr. Swallen announced the other

day that there are about 1000 men in attendance, all from the country, as the city men were not

allowed to attend. Our force of teachers is not large. Mr. Lee, Swallen, Bemheisel, Hunt and

Blair did all the teaching with the assistance of some Koreans. (1 find myself using present and

past tenses. The reason is that this is the last day of the class.) We have been receiving most

wonderful blessings! The Holy Spirit has come in power. Last night in the meeting at the

Central Church was the first real manifestation of His Power and presence. None of us have ever

seen anything like it before. We have read of the revivals in Wales, India, etc.., but this

surpasses anything that we have read about. During the evening meetings we had been praying

for the Holy Spirit; we had been praying in a definite way that He would manifest Himself at this

time; at certain times in the meetings the whole audience would break out unitedly in prayer for

the Holy Spirit. It was wonderful to hear over 1000 voices praying at one time in perfect

harmony with no confusion whatever. Going along the street in the afternoon or early evening

you could hear prayers being offered up in the home, pleading for the Holy Spirit. Men have

been agonizing for the Holy Spirit. We missionaries began last August in our Bible conference

here at Pyeng Yang to plead for that Power; we had special meetings every night for one week,

beginning the day after Christmas praying definitely for His power at this time; after that until

the present time we have been meeting at the noon hour. We began the meetings with

confessions among ourselves and although this community is almost perfect (I can say this since

I have been here for so short a time and will not appear to be boasting), we found some things to

confess to one another in order that we might have the blessing we were praying for. We
received the blessing some days ago and we witnessed the power among the Koreans last night.

It was so wonderful that when I begin to tell about it I cannot stay the tears and words do not

express it. The meetings begin at seven P.M. Last night’s MEETING closed at two A.M. One

after another arose and confessed his sins - many of them suffering agony in the fight with the

devil. We could see the fight going on and we could see victories won. “Awful” is the only

word that will express the feeling we had as we witnessed the struggle between God and His

arch-enemy yesterday evening. Some men confessed to having murdered fellow men before

becoming Christians; many confessed to having broken every one of God’s laws; church officers

had stolen (taken what some call a legitimate squeeze), and there were jealousies and hatreds

confessed among them; an elder had been holding hatred in his heart for a missionary and

publicly asked forgiveness for it. One man would cry out to another asking his forgiveness after

having confessed the sin to God. Every man in the house was weeping. The hardest, coldest,

most indifferent man was wonderfully moved. A deacon of one of the churches confessed to

having poisoned a daughter before he became a Christian, a sin which he had never confessed.

The man who is the Helper on the Kok San circuit confessed to having taken money from Mr.

Leek when he was working for him - the amount was four Yen (U.S. currency two dollars). He

took the money to Mr. Lee and asked him to send it to Mrs. Leek in America. Husbands

confessed to having hated their wives enough almost to kill them that they might get new ones.
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Some of these went to their homes and confessed the same to the wives and you may be sure
there was confusion since the wives were not receiving the blessing. There had been ill-feeling

between the children of the primary schools and the Holy Spirit worked mightily among them. It

was a joy to see them go to each other confessing their sins and crying with joy because of the
realization of forgiveness. We are going to have the same blessings among the women I feel

sure. The Girls School has begun to catch the blessing. Miss Snook was surprised this morning
just after reading the Bible and praying. One young woman arose and confessed her sins with
weeping. Others arose and did likewise. The whole morning was taken up with prayer and
confessions. Miss Snook had to close at one o’clock for dinner, promising that an opportunity
would be given again for those who wished to publicly confess their sins. We cannot tell the
great joy we are all having these days. What a power these 1000 men, many of them leaders in

their churches, will be when they return home! It cannot be estimated! We are all very humble
in the presence of such, and some fear to write since they might appear to b boasting. I feel sure
that God has all the glory from all of us.

I was planning to write you something ofmy trips into the country this fall, but these

present blessings are overshadowing everything else. I have taken two itinerating trips in Mr.
Lee’s territory - the first through the Kok San mountains and the second across the river from
here and south. On the former, I visited twelve groups, met about 750 Christians, examined 103
Christians for baptism, baptizing 47; examined 132 for catechumenate, received 82. Raised a

collection large enough to put another helper on the circuit for the coming year. These people
are very poor, many of them making their living off a field on a mountain side, but they feel that

they must give part of what God has given them for the advancement of His Kingdom. They
raised the sum of almost 3000 nyang - an equivalent in American economics of 3000 dollars [?

see below]. Besides this they have other expenses to meet so you see from this as you have from
other reports that these Koreans are in earnest enough to give until it hurts. During the latter trip,

I met some 1200 to 1500 Christians, examined 126 for baptism, baptizing 49; examined 355 for

catechumenate and received 205; another Helper was added to this circuit and also a woman
Helper. The anti-tobacco league is growing and the collections from this amounted to about 500
nyang (250 dollars U.S.). The tithers league is growing too. Both of these associations were
started and are kept going without a word from the Missionary. Isn’t that fine? At Chung Wha
Kol, the county seat, I had to refuse to examine the Magistrate for the catechumenate because he
has a concubine. He is a regular attendant upon the church services and seems interested in

Christianity. He of course made the regulation excuse that might at first appeal to a man, but he
knew that it was not right. He knew also that he could put away the unlawful wife, but he didn’t

want to. I expelled a man who had taken back his concubine and he came into the class here a

changed man. He has put her far away and I feel will grow in grace and will be restored. These
Koreans have an understanding of what sin is but they are in a way to grow into deep spiritual

men and women. That is the blessing they are receiving now. What a great evangelization

agency these Koreans will be in the Far East, no one can venture to prophesy.

Much ofmy time has been given to mission work this year, owing to Dr. Moffett’s
absence and Mr. Lee’s not being well. I am glad that I am able to help and hope that instead of
injuring my work in language study it will help me. I am so happy that God saw fit to choose me
for this work and am so glad that I answered His call. Now just a word about another matter and
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I will close. We are in such great need of a single lady here - 1 should say “two single ladies” -

one that was asked for some three years ago and one to take the place made vacant by Miss

Kirkwood’s becoming Mrs. Bemheisel. My sister, Katharine McCune will more than likely

apply soon to be sent to the Foreign Field and I want her to come here. She could live with us

and I could be of help to her in her work. I feel very strongly about her coming here and wish

you could send her if she applies. She has been a Student Volunteer for four years or more and I

am sure is ready and willing to go anywhere the Board may send her. I hope, however, that if

she applies this year you will send her to Pyeng Yang. I must not write any more now. Mrs.

McCune joins me in kindest regards to you and the other Secretaries of the Board.

Very sincerely yours,

George S. McCune

P.S. I have done very little work in the teaching work of the Academy. I am grateful, however,

that I was enabled to do the planning that actually started off the College work this year. My

years of experience in America have made me useful in all plans & councils among the

missionaries for this advanced step as well as assisting in planning the details of the recitation

work. There must be a College building here. We have no room for the students at all. They are

crowded in the men’s sarang some 100 men in one class & it is impossible to teach arithmetic,

algebra ,
etc. to such a crowd. We should have that building this spring - next fall we will have

800 students without doubt. Where shall we put them? This is the greatest opportunity for our

church in Korea today! We are not crying for what we want 10 years from now but what is

imperatively needed now .

Sincerely yours,

GSM

(from microfdm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #21)



New York, New York January 15, 1907 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

Theological Seminary

Princeton, New Jersey

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

I thank you heartily for your letter of January 1

1

th
. I have put it in a special file for

consideration by the Executive Council and the Finance Committee in connection with the

appropriations for next year.

Would you be willing to write the [Korea] Mission Report for the General Assembly?

With our growing work and with the diminished Secretarial force caused by the ill-health of Dr.

Ellinwood, it is exceedingly difficult for a busy Secretary to get time to write thirteen or fourteen

reports amid the crush of the closing fiscal year when estimates, minutes of mission meetings and

a hundred other things crowd thickly, and yet, if this were all, I would not venture to suggest the

matter. But I am thinking particularly of the great benefit to the Mission. A man who lives on

the field is always able to give a more vivid touch. We print the Mission reports in sectional

form and use them widely during the year. I am very anxious that the report of the [Korea]

Mission should get before the whole Church in this way in the most effective way. I can of

course send you all the reports and with your knowledge of local conditions, it would take you

only a short time to get it into shape. If you can get it to me by the latter part of February it

would do. May I send these reports?

Cordially yours,

A.J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242 (part 3), letter #84)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Dr. Brown:

January 15, 1907 Graham Lee

Your letter dealing with our mission minutes came to my hand yesterday and I hasten to

write you giving the necessary information about the money given by Mr. S.S. Davis for our

Industrial Department. The money is in hand and was sent direct to me by Mr. Davis. This money

came Dr Brown, because of the personal relation between Mr. Davis and myself. We went to

school as boys together and have always been the closest of friends. This money is absolutely

outside of the regular collections given and does not affect one whit the amount received by the

Board.

And now just a word about our Training Class that is in session. It is the largest and best

class in the history of the station. We haven’t made up the roll yet but there must be nearly a

thousand names enrolled and the average attendance must be about seven hundred. Since the

evening of the sixth, we have been having meetings each evening praying for a special manifestation

of God’s Spirit on this class. The meetings grew in power each night and men were being burdened

with a desire to confess their sins. The audience was composed of men only and every night the

large church was filled - - over twelve hundred men in attendance at each service. At the same time,

meetings were held for the women and school boys in different places. As I said, the meetings grew

in power until right before last Sunday evening and that evening it seemed as if God’s Spirit had

departed from us. There seemed to be no power in the meeting and we all, Koreans and

missionaries, left that meeting with heavy hearts. Each day at noon we missionaries all met in a

prayer meeting asking God’s blessing on the evening meeting. Monday noon we spoke of the

peculiar spirit in the meeting the evening before and we wondered ifwe were going to lose our

blessing at last. But we all determined to pray most earnestly for the Monday evening meeting. Last

evening [Monday] the meeting began as usual at seven o’clock and after a short address and a few

testimonies we announced that all who wished to go home could then go because we were going to

hold that meeting until day broke if there were men who had confessions to make and it took that

long to hear them. Many left and went home but between five and six hundred men remained and

then began a meeting the like of which I have never seen. At times the whole audience would break

out in prayer together and then some man in trying to make a confession would break down and from

all over that room would come the sound of men crying to God in prayer and weeping with an

uncontrollable emotion. As I write this morning and think of that meeting last night my own eyes

well up with tears. One couldn’t help but weep. It was the Spirit of God cleansing our church and

getting it ready for larger usefulness. Things were confessed last night that nothing but the Spirit o

God would make men confess. Strong men who prided themselves on their strength broke down and

wept as if their hearts would break. (My own cook confessed to deceiving me and cried aloud to me

in agony, “Is there any hope of forgiveness for me”? 1 tried to tell him there was hope but he still

continued to cry out in an agony of spirit such as I have never seen. “If I am not forgiven I shall

die”.) No words can describe that meeting. It was a manifestation of God’s Spirit such as I have

never seen. God be praised for it and now may he keep these men as they go to their homes and use

them greatly in their own churches.

Sincerely yours.

Graham Lee
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(see supplement)

January 16th

I must put in a supplement and tell you of last night’s meeting, [Tuesday] the last meeting of

the class. Again we stayed until two o’clock hearing men confess their sins and again was

manifested that same mighty power. Men fairly writhed in agony and almost shrieked for mercy.

Man after man would tell of his sins and then break down and fairly throw himself to the floor and

pound on the floor with his fists, crying to God for mercy. There has been a wrong spirit between

some of the leading men of the church and night before last some of our most prominent men

confessed to having hatred in their hearts for our elder, Mr. Kim, who has a habit of speaking

unadvisedly with his lips. Last night I and others prayed earnestly that this man might be given the

grace to get up - and at last he did and confessed how he had had hatred in his heart and then he

broke down and cried for mercy. It just seemed as if a wave of emotion swept over those men. We

were all weeping and we couldn’t help it. Really it was terrible. Men were crying out in agony

asking for God’s forgiveness. At last I had to begin a song to quiet them for we were afraid that

some might lose control of themselves. And so it went on until two o’clock and yet there were still

men who wished to confess but we had had two nights of it and were all tired and the room was

growing cold so we closed the meeting.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #20)



Pyeng Yang, Korea January 17, 1907 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Brown:

This is supplement No. 2. In my former letter I told you about the last meeting of our class -

and that letter might seem to say that the work of God’s Spirit had ended with the class but evidently

it has just begun. Wednesday morning Miss Snook went to the girls’ school and began work as usual

and at ten o’clock the chapel service began and it didn’t finish until noon. Just as soon as the service

began the girls began to weep and confess their sins and there was no more thought of study that

morning. Again this morning the same thing happened. On Wednesday morning the boys in the

primary school at the Central Church gathered for study as usual but there was no study that

morning. The teacher began with the regular religious exercise and immediately the boys began to

weep and confess their sins and this went on until one o’clock. So powerfully affected were some of

the boys that three became unconscious. But it didn’t stop with the boys, for this morning as I went

past the primary girls school here on the compound I heard them weeping and wailing just as the

others had done. Mrs. Bemheisel went down to the girls school in the city and after saying a few

words to them they broke down and began to weep and confess their sins.

I had arranged for the election of two elders at the Central Church last evening [Wednesday],

and on the way to the church I was wondering what would be best to do. As soon as I got in the

building I knew there would be no elders elected that night. When I left the meeting Tuesday

evening it was with a burden on my heart, for there was one elder, Mr. Chu, who I felt had a burden

of sin upon his heart. I prayed for him Tuesday evening but he couldn’t get the strength to make his

confession. All through that long meeting of Tuesday night he looked like a man who had received

his death sentence. I prayed for him but he couldn’t come that night. Last evening I began the

meeting with a short address and immediately after it was finished the audience all prayed together

audibly and this praying together has been one of the features of our meetings. As soon as the

praying had finished men were on their feet with a desire to confess their sins. We had a few

testimonies and I thought it best to dismiss those who didn’t care to stay and many left but a large

number remained. Again, men began to confess their sins and cry for mercy just as they had done

the night before. Suddenly I noticed that Elder Chu was standing beside me on the platform asking

for an opportunity to confess and then began a scene the like of which I never saw and which 1 am

not anxious to see again very soon. He was trembling from head to foot and he fairly shrieked in

agony as he told of the sins he had committed. It was terrible the night before when Mr. Kim made

his confession but this night it was worse. I have never seen a mortal in such agony of mind. 1

thought he would fall to the floor so I put my arm about him and held him while he beat the pulpit

with all his strength, crying out that he was the worst mortal that ever lived. He confessed to

adultery and misappropriation of funds and at last he sank to the floor and fairly writhed and writhed

in agony. He looked as if he would die if he didn’t get relief. As soon as he began to speak the

people began to weep and a perfect wave of emotion seemed to sweep over them. They wept and

wailed and wailed and it seemed as if they couldn’t stop. At last I had to begin singing a song to

quiet them. We didn’t stay as late as we did the two nights before. We couldn’t stand any more. It

was a terrible scene but it gave me such a great joy for I knew this man needed to confess and was so

afraid he couldn’t get the strength. It was beautiful beyond expression to see the Korean brethren get

their arms about a man and comfort him in his time of agony.

Dr. Brown, we have seen wonderful things. God be praised for his goodness.

Sincerely,

Graham Lee

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #24)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Rev. A.J. Brown

January 18, 1907 William L. Swallen

Dear Dr.:

The days of blessing have come and I must write you at once, for our hearts are full to

overflowing with praise and thanksgiving. A great blessing came to the missionaries here at the time of

our spiritual conference last August. The l
bl

epistle of John has since been taught to the several

congregations in the city and in some of the country circuit classes with great profit. The last night

meeting at the class held at Chinnampo Dec. 16
th was a precursor of what we have since seen manifested

here. At Chinnampo (50 miles south of Pyengyang) the Holy Spirit was manifested in great power as was

seen in the large number of earnest confessions of sins. Men would break down weeping while

confessing their sins. Adultery, theft, enmity, and many other heinous sins were confessed, and money to

the amount of ¥100 was returned or promises given to return the same. Those confessing did not seem to

be burdened to the extent of having great agony but the conviction was manifested or limited rather to

simple confession ending with tears and sobs. 1 had never seen anything like it before. The evening

meeting continued for three and a half hours. It was a truly great meeting and a great blessing went out to

all the churches.

There has also been much earnest prayer for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the time of our

winter training class for men which met this year from Jan. 2
nd

to 15
th

,
and Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston’s

brief visit here in September had much to do with the preparing of our hearts and of the Korean Christians

to receive the blessing that has now come. Our winter class for men enrolled 940 who came from the

various churches throughout the country circuits. Meetings for men only were held in the Central Church

every night. The congregations ranged from 1600 to 2000. The addresses and prayers in these meetings

had for their end just one purpose, - that the Holy Spirit would come in power in all our lives. The

missionaries met every day at noon for prayer. Everything went on quietly, the several classes doing

better work than we had ever seen done before. As there was no room in the Central Church for the

women, separate meetings were arranged for the women only in three other places. On Sunday night Jan.

1 2
th

[
1

3

th

?] opportunity was given and a great many men confessed their sins. But there was not that

thorough conviction that broke men up. There was not very much crying. It just seemed as though there

was some mighty invisible power hindering. The meeting was closed abruptly while many were waiting

to testify. While there seemed to be a hindering power, and no doubt there was, yet that was a powerful

meeting. There were wrestlings in prayer that night. Deep conviction was being wrought in many hearts.

Monday night the blessing came. The Holy Spirit was manifested in wonderful power. After a short

service the whole congregation united in audible prayer which rose and diminished in fervor and intensity

like the waves of the sea. Then the testimonies began to come. Men were serious now. Their faces, their

words, their tears, their groans began to tell the story. It was seen that the meeting should not be broken

up early, so an opportunity was given for all who did not wish to stay through till the close of the meeting

to leave, when about half or two-thirds of the congregation left. Then the united prayer was renewed after

which the confessions began to come forth with increased power of convictions of sin. Men would stand

for hours waiting for their turn to speak. Some would jump up suddenly while the last word was still in

the mouth of the last one speaking, and would begin crying out that he could not wait but had to confess

his sins. The meeting continued without interruption until 2 a.m. During that time there was an

uninterrupted series of the most awful confessions. About every sin in the category of wickedness and

crime was confessed under the deepest sense of guilt. Men would tell their sin and then break out in

awful agony and wail as if in the most terrible pain. Sometimes they would strike their breasts and groan

as if they could not get their breath. Sometimes they would suddenly drop down on the floor and pound

the floor in the greatest of agony. At 2 a.m. it was thought wise to discontinue the confessions, - for there

were still many on their feet waiting their turn. The next night was characterized by the same kind of

proceedings only even more intense. The fact was brought out that there was great sin among the elders

and pastors too, for we had to all confess together. It was a most heart rending sight to see strong and

good men just writhing in agony trying to brace up, as it were, against the overpowering pressure of the

Holy Spirit irresistibly forcing him on to confess the worst thing he ever did.

It would not be proper to mention all that was brought to light in that meeting - it verily seemed
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that we were getting a glimpse of the judgement, it was so awful. I can say no more for no words seem fit

to describe that night scene. It was a noteworthy fact, however, that the sin of hating his brother in Christ

seemed to be the cause of about as great pain as any other sin, if not the greatest. I shall never forget the

sight of two of our foremost leaders in the church, one an elder and the other an assistant pastor out upon

the platform linked in arms, weeping and wailing as if their very hearts would break. There were many

confessions of deception, misappropriation of funds and actual thefts.

One of the pitiable sights that night was to see a most trusted elder sitting with the rest on the

platform with clenched fists and face distorted as with pain, now holding his head in his hands, now

pulling his hair with agony. Oh, it was not hard to tell that he had a heavy load upon his heart. Somehow

he managed to fight it out only to go home in awful distress of mind. The next night he laboured through

the meeting in the most terrible agony until near the close of the meeting. He was lying on the floor with

his face downward, striking the floor and pulling his hair, and writhing as if in a death struggle. When

suddenly it was announced to close the meeting, as if with superhuman effort, he arose and walked out on

the platform and began to tell his sins, sobbing and wailing and writhing and striking upon the pulpit with

his fist while he tried to speak that awful sentence of sin. It was so terrible his bodily frame began to give

way and he would have fallen over had he not been supported by the missionary. I need not repeat what

he said. But it is a powerful testimony to the truth of the Word of God that the Holy Spirit brings to light

the hidden things of the heart. Nor was this mere emotion. For two nights the after-meetings which

consisted of a prayer and confessions continued uninterruptedly for six hours. It is a remarkable fact that

in the midst of all this wailing - and at intervals, united audible praying, there was no confusion. It was a

time of real heart-searching under the illuminating power of the Holy Spirit. The next day men could be

seen confessing to each other on the street. Stolen articles were brought back. Stolen moneys were

returned, debts of long standing were paid and the crooked ways generally were being righted.

Not only so, but the next morning a work of grace began to be manifested among the children in

the schools. In the boys’ school a number of the boys confessed and continued for several hours in great

distress. This began at the morning prayers and continued for several hours, - even into the afternoon.

The Advanced School for Girls and Women which enrolls some eighty pupils, has also received a great

blessing. Here for three days the recitations after the morning prayers, which are held at ten a.m. were

dispensed with, and the time given up to prayer and confession of sins. These meetings of the girls were

characterized with sincere repentance. They would sometimes confess their sins and then rush across the

room to grasp the hand of someone whom they had offended and ask that one s forgiveness.

The missionaries too, with few exceptions if any, have come under a wonderful power of the

Holy Spirit. He just seemed to come down upon us in a great shower of blessings. The noon-day prayer

meeting on January 16 was a very remarkable one. The Presbyterian and Methodist missionaries then in

the city were all together and for two hours were under great conviction of sin and unworthiness. There

were open confessions and much weeping. The Holy Spirit was present in great power. Of this we were

all conscious. It was a time of great heart searchings. Oh, how blessed it is to be here in it. No words

can tell the joy that He brings to our hearts. Was there ever such a privilege as is ours to be here in the

midst of this work of grace, and to see and feel the power of His holy presence? It is also a hopeful

evidence of genuineness that this spiritual movement has begun with greatest power among the highest

officers of the church. It has begun well, and it is to be hoped that it will extend out into the country and

throughout all Korea. This is but the beginning. We feel sure it must extend through the whole church.

Oh, if we missionaries ever needed your prayers and the prayers of the Church at home it is now.

In His Name,

W.L. Swallen

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #26)



Les Fleurs - Le Cannet

(near Cannes, France)

January 21, 1907 Lillias H. Underwood

Dear Dr. Brown:

I take up my pen to write you in a matter which has touched me very keenly, and in which 1

find the greatest anxiety. I have the bill, which has just received the approval of the House

Committee, denationalizing all American citizens who pass more than five years away from their

country 1 shall not take your time and mine to say what I think of the cruelty and atrocious

impertinence of the bill if applied to Americans by birth, but I only wish to beg you or some °r all

members of the Board to make a vigorous protest at once in the name of all the thousands of

Americans who love their country who are serving as missionaries on foreign fields. In case the

protest does no good and the bill goes through, then the Board certainly can do no less than to allow

us to return every five years. We can do little in these lands without passports, and the help of our

consuls and ministers. We cannot even be assured of our property. For myself, 1 am indignant at t re

very idea that anything but crime can deprive me of my citizenship in my own dear counfry. I had on

father’s side, seven Revolutionary heroes, three ofwhom were captains, one refused his pay

the full 8 years of service that the money might be given to poorer soldiers and he received a sword

at Saratoga for brilliant service. On my mother’s side I have Governor Bradford of Massachusetts

and John Folsom for ancestors. The latter founded a town and a Presbyterian, churchi and‘Poached

there for years. My great uncle, Alexander Folsom, a few years ago bequeathed more than A of his

immense fortune to Home and [Foreign] Missions, and to American colleges and libraries. My

Grandfather upon my mother’s side was a captain in the war of 1 8 1 2, and yet a body o

congressmen many of whom probably have foreign parents, can vote away my rights to citizenship.

No, they can never vote away those rights. They are inalienable, but they can take them from me and

give them to Japanese or Chinamen or pauper nations. It is simply monstrous. We educate ou

children in America. We buy our provisions of all kinds there. We subscribe for American papers

and give to American charities. We love our dear country with passionate devotion and no one ought

to be
§
able to deprive us of her protection and our name as citizens. We shall certainly bring the c

to tnal and see what the Supreme Court will say if the bill is passed. I am well aware that rascally

Orientals and Europeans who are outlawed in their own lands, go to America, obtain

then return, claiming her protection, to live in their own country. But some bill then should be made

to revoke them, which would not touch us. My husband, though of English birth, was educated
.

America voted at 21, and expected always to reside there. If ill health or other providence should

guide* he may return there /live. He looks upon it as his home. We are sending our son there this

summer to be educated. The whole Board (all the Boards together) ought to ex.erc.se rts combined

influence for its missionaries in this matter. We are writing to our brother, Mr. John Underwood, on

the same subject.

My husband is improving, but his throat is still very weak and his nerves uncertain. I do not

know whether he can go to America this summer. Many thanks for your kind letter. We are

overwhelmed with the news of Mr. Moore’s [S.F. Moore] death.

Sincerely yours,

Lillie Underwood
(Mrs. H.G.U.)

(from microfilm reel #281, Volume 237, #28)



Chai Ryung, Whang Hai Province, Korea January 22, 1907 Harry C. Whiting

Dr. A.J. Brown

My Dear Doctor:

Your letter of December 5
th
to the Mission was most thoroughly enjoyed. The blessing of God

has most markedly been upon the work here and the new year opens with a great quickening of the

Church in Pyeng Yang. The reports brought down by Mr. Hunt of the meetings at Pyeng Yang are

wonderful. Prayer meetings lasting until 2 o’clock in the morning - confession of sin and sorrow for sin

being the most noticeable feature of the meetings. We are yearning for a like outpouring of the Holy

Spirit here in Chai Ryung. Mr. Hunt has been here days, leaving this morning for K He

will be out for ten days or more. We have secured option on a field across the road to the East of our site

for the hospital. The field will cost about $30°°. [Dr. Whiting includes here a drawing of the mission

property and the proposed hospital site. Then he remarks:] “Will make a careful drawing of the property

and send it to you aside from the two copies required”.

Next to more houses our crying need is for money to fence the property. There is no way to

keep the pigs, dogs, children and the crowd of sightseers out which to say the least is very annoying.

And when we put in our garden it is problematic how much benefit we will derive from it. I trust you

will not think I am fault finding or needling when 1 bring up the matter of Dr. Sharrocks’ furlough. I did

not know that there was any question in the matter of antedating a furlough which comes in the rainy

season. I know this, however, that Dr. Sharrocks has stuck to his post with but very few and brief rests

and that this fall at Annual Meeting some of us at least wished that his furlough came this fall. He will

take your decision in the matter, say nothing and go on at the rate he has been going. Of course there

has been no effort or thought of invaliding [?] their [?] house. He is strong and quite well but dreadfully

overworked and I wish [that] without his knowing anyone had written regarding the matter, he might be

told to leave July 1
st

. I have agreed to go there in August taking my vacation by a change of place. Mr.

& Mrs. Koons and the Hunts will no doubt be away from Chai Ryung in August so I will be relieved as

far as the station work is concerned - and was appointed by the Mission to spend August in Syen Chyun.

Dr. Hirst was appointed for July. As you well know, physicians can have no vacation on the field. At

Annual Meeting we have Korean and foreign patients to see and if we go up the river every village

has its sick and the news that a doctor is going by brings them out. Dr. Sharrocks, after the extra worry

and care during the war - has had the building of his hospital and with the exception of the hard trip to

Yong Nae three years ago while 1 ran his dispensary and the two weeks in Japan buying his hospital

equipment, he has had no rest. Of course I can’t write except as a strong sympathizer with the doctor.

Soon you will have the pleasure of talking over the fields with Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston. By

the way, the London Daily Mail has some fine articles by Robert McKenzie [the name is Frederick

Arthur McKenzie], who spent some weeks in Pyeng Yang and Syen Chyun, both during and after the

[Russo-Japanese] war. He told some of the younger men that he had met many of the world s great men

and that amongst them he considered Dr. Moffett one of the greatest.

1 am doing my best to keep the Madison Avenue Church [in New York City] informed.

With kindest regards, I am
Harry C. Whiting

[War correspondent of the London Daily Mail covering the Russo-Japanese war and author of

Korea 's Fightfor Freedom and The Tragedy ofKorea.]

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #29)



Les Fleurs - Le Cannet

(near Cannes, France

January 26, 1907 Lillias H. Underwood

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter to my husband has just come and at his request I am replying. Anything in the

nature of business or having reference to Korea rapidly tires him. Much worse, he shrinks from it. It

is a distinct effort to him to write letters. The neurasthenic condition is not so remarkably improved

as the more acute trouble with the throat and liver. He does not cough now, or at least very little, but

the larynx is still very weak.

But to the object of this letter, namely this matter of the ladies home. Perhaps you have

forgotten the exact circumstances. Let me briefly recount -

1 . Before the hospital and its home and the evangelistic center at Sai Mun An agreed to move from

their two different parts of the city, they mutually agreed to sell their property where they were and

remove together outside the south gate; and it was also agreed by them and a committee of the station

that the evangelistic property should not be reduced in any way by the moving and union.

2. The Underwoods, however, buying their own house and lot, the lot which would have been theirs,

is now waiting unoccupied for the use of the hospital missionaries in spite of the agreement.

3. The hospital was moved to South Gate. Dr. Avison’s house was moved, but the Jacobsen

Memorial was not moved to South Gate, but with Dr. Avison’s consent was sold and the money used

for a house on the other end of the city.

4. The house built for the women’s evangelistic home, by special funds given for the purpose, was

moved to the South Gate with the other evangelistic property, and is now the house which the

Avisons wish to take for the use of hospital lady doctors and nurses and call the Jacobsen Memorial,

in direct violation of the formal agreement.

5. It is true they are willing at present to allow one lady worker to live there with the nurses, but the

house would be crowded with them and should they need another nurse or we another lady the

evangelistic worker must give place with no home.

6. Miss Wambold, the evangelistic worker, has now been nearly ten years on the field and has never

had a home, has none now. The house built for her has been occupied by families and is now. She

has two rooms in it at present with the likelihood of being removed at any time..

7. There is only one evangelistic lady worker for all that great center. The work is growing by leaps

and bounds. We shall soon need others imperatively and how can they be placed?

8. A large part of the property now used for hospital waiting room, book room, gate houses, etc.,

was all bought with proceeds of the evangelistic center at Sai Mun An, so that they have already a

great part of the proceeds of our property. Not that we do not recognize that in a great sense the

work is all one, but that one branch should not be allowed to overshadow and hinder another.
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9. You tell us that the ladies Board ofNew York who gave the Jacobsen Memorial wish the medical

ladies to have the precedence, but how about the other Board who gave the Evangelistic home?

What do they say?

10. The ladies who gave the evangelistic home would certainly be unwilling that this home should

represent only the gift of the N.Y. Board who gave the other. We have not yet written to them, but

really Christian people ought to do the fair and true and honest thing by each other and this question

of a home represents a very serious and real need on the field. It is not an easy matter for a single

woman to live on the foreign field. A man is more independent and careless He can move readily,

board with some family, but a woman needs a home. It is only just that our church should provide

for her all the comfort she can have in her hard and lonely life.

Miss Wambold is an indefatigable worker. I have never seen her equal. She travels miles on

foot in the country in the depth of winter because there are no itinerating funds. She has blistered

and frozen her feet repeatedly, and I have seen her come in exhausted after these trips, go to bed, and

as soon as able to be up, start again. Yet she can have no assured home. She may live at the medical

house (built specially for her) till more nurses are needed and be ready to move any day when that

happens. This is unjust and wrong, Dr. Brown.

Now we can say no more at present. I do not know when we shall reach America. If my

husband is not much stronger than at present we shall not be able to go to our dear homeland in the

Spring as we had planned. At least it would be very unwise.

With most cordial regards to Mrs. Brown and yourself from us both.

I am yours very sincerely,

Lillie H. Underwood

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #30)



Madison, Indiana February 11, 1907 local Madison newspaper

DR. S.A. MOFFETT

The Eminent Missionary from Madison

The Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D., preached Sunday morning at the First Presbyterian church,

occupying the pulpit of Dr. J.S. Howk who has been a close friend of the visitor for the past 20

years.

Dr. Moffett is a native of Madison, and a graduate of Hanover College and McCormick

Seminary at Chicago. He is at this time Moderator of the New Albany Presbytery, President of

the Korean Missionary Council and President of the Theological Seminary of Korea which has

been his sphere of labor for many years.

Robert Speer ofNew York, secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,

considers Dr. Moffett the brightest missionary in the entire field. He is a fine and vigorous

speaker and well worth the hearing.

After the service, members of the Presbyterian Brotherhood met Dr. Moffett personally.

He is on his way to Omaha, Nebraska, to take part in and speak at a conference for men on

missionary work.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Omaha, Nebraska February 19-21,1 907 Samuel A. Moffett

[address given at the First Inter-Synodical Foreign Missionary Convention for Men, Held at Omaha,

Nebraska, February 19-21, 1907]

VISIONS OF THE FOREIGN FIELD KOREA
By Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

The message from Korea is a spiritual message. Those of us who have had the privilege and the

joy of seeing tens of thousands transformed in life and character by the grace of God, who have received

the inspiration from the wonderful work of God’s grace in the hearts of the Koreans, whose taith has

been quickened by seeing the power of the simple gospel of Jesus Christ, trust that some ot that joy and

inspiration may come to the home church and that your faith may be quickened in the gospel of Christ as

the power of God unto salvation to every one who believeth.

We do not expect little Korea, in area the size of Kansas but with twelve millions of people, to

become a great commercial nation such as China is, or a great military power such as Japan has become,

but we do expect it to become a great spiritual power, perhaps the great spiritual power of the Far East.

Remember that Judea was but a little nation, subjugated, humiliated, yea carried into captivity by the

great commercial and military nations of Assyria, Babylon and Egypt, yet in the Providence of God little

Judea became the great spiritual power of the world and in Judea the Messiah was bom bringing a

spiritual blessing to the whole world. So we believe that little Korea, condemned, subjugated, humiliated

Korea is yet in the Providence of God to become the great spiritual power of the Far East influencing the

great commercial and military powers of Japan, China and Russia. Is this too much to expect? Why else

has God so wonderfully poured out His Spirit upon this little nation?

Seventeen years ago when I made my first visit to Pyeng Yang, there was not a Christian in the

city. On my next visit, I one morning saw a crowd of boys having a frolic as they dragged through the

main street of the city the corpse of an old man over seventy years of age, a stranger who had been cast

out on the streets the night before and left to die of hunger, disease and cold, lest dying in the house his

spirit should haunt the place. As the boys went hooting and yelling, the merchants in their shops on the

main street were laughing and urging them on in their frolic.

During this same visit the relatives of a murdered man demanded of the magistrate the murderer

who was in jail, and leading him to a little knoll inside the city wall where the murder had been

committed, they set him in their midst and there taking their pocket knives they literally picked him in

pieces, in sight of the crowd which gathered.

This was heathenism, dark, dense heathenism, unrelieved by the light of the gospel. On all sides

I was met with suspicion and hatred and as I walked the streets heard the muttered curses of the

merchants saying, “Look at the black rascal! why has he come? let’s kill him, and time and again was I

stoned in the streets of the city.

This was the attitude of the people sixteen years ago. When we left for furlough the first of June

last, more than a thousand Christians, men, women and children, merchants, scholars and officials

walked three miles to the railway station to bid us farewell and as they lined up there singing the

Christian hymns, and the fifty theological students whom I had been teaching the previous two months

stepped forth to pin on our breasts little silver medals in token of their love and appreciation, one of their

number having stoned me through the streets sixteen years ago [that young man was Ee Gee Poong, who

became one of the first seven Korean men ordained to the Christian ministry. He was sent as the first

missionary of the Korean Presbyterian Church to Cheju Island off the southern coast of Korea], do you
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wonder that my wife and I with tears in our eyes said to each other that the privilege of our lives had been

to bring the gospel to this most wicked city in Korea?

Sixteen years ago not a Christian in the city. Today there are six churches whose congregations

every Sunday number 4,000 people. The largest building in the city is the Central Presbyterian Church

with a congregation every Sabbath of 1,500 and a weekly prayer meeting every Wednesday night of

1,200 believers.

Ten Christian schools with a thousand boys and girls in attendance, a Christian constituency of

6,000 people in this one city where 40 percent of the houses now have one or more Christians in them

and these churches perfect bee-hives of Christian activity influencing the whole surrounding territory. At

Syen Chun the station farthest north one-third of the population are church-goers. I know of whole

villages which are now Christian and our churches little and big are now so widely established that in the

three Northwestern Provinces there is not a county which has not from one to thirty-five churches and of

the population of more than two million, more than half are within five miles of a Christian church.

Seventeen years ago there were probably 100 Christians in the whole nation. Today we claim a

Christian constituency of 100,000, thirty thousand having accepted Jesus Christ as the Ruler of their

hearts during this last year. Better even than these statistics of large ingatherings and of a large

constituency are the characteristics of the church and the work which these Korean Christians are doing.

First of all it is a Bible loving and Bible studying church. It was gathered and has grown by the

simple presentation of the scriptures as the word of God, His message to men of salvation from sin

through His Son Jesus Christ. The great system of Bible study and Training Classes is the very

foundation of the great work which has been accomplished. In these classes the women gather for from

ten days to two weeks of Bible study, the classes numbering from 5 to 550 in attendance, some of the

women walking even 150 miles in order to attend them.

Beside the regular Sabbath morning Bible School in each church attended by men, women and

children, we aim to hold from one to three Bible Training Classes in each church and these classes for

men may number 15, or 25, or 100 - or as in the central class at Chai Ryong, over 500 and in Pyeng Yang

over 800 and in the banner class last year at Syen Chun more than 1,100 men. The time is spent in Bible

study, in Spiritual Conference and Prayer and in Evangelistic services so that these classes become power

houses, regular dynamos generating the spiritual electricity which is going with the men and women back

to their homes in city and in mountain villages and is most profoundly affecting the whole country. In

400 such classes more than 20,000 men and women were gathered last year, 7,000 of these being women

of whom probably not more than one in a hundred could read 15 years ago, but who have now learned to

read in order to study God’s Word.

It is because of these Bible Training Classes that another characteristic of the church in Korea is

its Great Spiritual Power and Appreciation ofSpiritual Truth. The appeal to them has been based upon

the spiritual blessings of Christianity and no educational advantages, no philanthropic, political or

financial advantages and not the advantages of Western civilization have preceded the presentation of the

great spiritual truths which have laid hold upon and gripped these people with a power which has

wrought transformation in the lives of thousands.

When I first went to Pyeng Yang there lived inside the East gate an inn-keeper, a man of good

family, of good education and a man of splendid business ability but he was a drunkard, gambler and

libertine, always quarreling and making trouble in his neighborhood. The gospel took hold on him and

he became a changed man. The New Year season came round and his wife spoke to him about the usual
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sacrifices. Said he, “Oh, I’m a Christian now and so don’t sacrifice this year.” “Oh, but you must,” said

his wife, “if you don’t some dire calamity will come upon us from the evil spirits.” Then he said to her,

“What will you have me do? You know what I was before I became a Christian, how I drank and

gambled and failed to provide for you and the children and came home drunk and beat you and them and

they were afraid and ran from me in terror, and what a miserable life we led, and you know too how all

this is changed since I became a Christian. I am sober and honest and attending to business. We are

getting ahead and living well and I love you and the children and they are glad to have me come home

now and we have a happy home. Shall I go back to the sacrifices and the old life?” “No, no,” said she,

“don’t go back to the old life but offer the sacrifices.” Then from a conviction bom of experience he

said, “That is impossible. If I go back to the old worship, I go back to the old life, for nothing but my
hold upon Jesus Christ has made me a changed man, and if I go back to the worship of the evil spirits

nothing can keep me from going back to the old life.” Today that man’s wife and children and many of

his relatives are Christians, he is one of the most respected men in the city, a deacon in the church and

the leader and teacher of a group of Christians across the river where he has his summer home and a large

farm. He is one of the wealthiest men also, for thirteen years of application to business has enabled him

to amass a fortune, and he is one of the most liberal contributors to every good cause. Not only he but

thousands of others can testify to the transforming power of spiritual truth.

Just as you and I are given strength to resist temptation, are buoyed up and comforted in the

midst of sorrow and failure, are inspired and made glad by the great underlying fundamental spiritual

truths of God’s word, so these people have been laid hold upon by the truth of God’s love, Salvation

from sin through Jesus Christ, the Comfort of the Holy Spirit, the Hope of the Resurrection and of

Eternal Life and have been filled with a gladness and joy and hope, a new incentive in life which gives

them power and causes them to value the spiritual blessings of Christianity. They do not propose to give

up this new found joy and this new life but they rather will give up property and friends, liberty and even

life itself, and they show a steadfastness and a willingness to make sacrifices for Christ which are a joy to

us who labor among them.

Among the early converts in North Korea was a young man named Han [Suk-Jin], who showed

such zeal in telling the gospel story to others that I selected him as the one to assist in the opening of the

station at Pyeng Yang. When he bought property there in which to live and to entertain me in the

opening of work, the Governor had him arrested in the determination to prevent the entrance of

Christianity and the then hated Westerner. Brought before the Governor, young Han was ordered to

curse God, but refused. He was thrown into prison. After another refusal to curse God he was put in the

stocks and tortured. Time and again he was offered liberty if he would curse God, but steadfastly refused

and went back to prison and the stocks. Finally the Governor put him to the supreme test. Made to kneel

before him, he was told to curse God and go free, or, refuse and go out to execution. Again he refused

and was led out into the courtyard. There stood the executioner with the great knife, there was the block

and around stood the servants ready to utter those blood curdling yells which accompany a beating or an

execution. One more chance to go free, but, thank God! although he expected the next instant to be

beheaded, grace and grit were given him to refuse. He was released but, so far as the test was concerned,

that young man gave his life for Jesus Christ.

Is it any wonder that with such a testimony, he has been used of God as a great power in that city

and the surrounding country? East of Pyeng Yang he has established seven churches and today is the

Leader and ordained Elder of a congregation of 300 people, over whom we hope to see him ordained the

pastor next year.

Hundreds of cases of persecution, of beatings, of loss of property, of false imprisonment, of

torture and of every kind of test might be related, but when once they have truly laid hold upon Jesus



2/19-21/1907 - p.4 S.A.M.

Christ and experienced the spiritual blessings which they value above life or property, they will not give

up.

This it is which makes the Korean church so largely a self-supporting church. They value it to

the point of being willing and glad to contribute for its support and its extension. They build their o\\ n

churches and of over 600 church buildings probably not more than 20 have received any aid from

America. In the last ten years the Korean Christians have built over 600 church buildings with their own

money. They support their own evangelists, establish their own primary schools and employ the teachers

and through their own Mission Committee are sending Korean missionaries to the unevangelized parts of

their own land. On one of Mr. [Graham] Lee’s circuits the men raised the money for such a missionary

by denying themselves (at their own suggestion) the use of tobacco, and, a letter recently received trom

Mr. McCune says that this year this society of over 100 men has enough money from their renunciation

of tobacco, to enable them to send out two missionaries.

With such an appreciation of spiritual truth it is not surprising to find these new believers marked

by a Great Evangelistic Zeal. They have a message, and they know it, and are all on fire with a zeal to

tell the gospel of salvation to others. Literally thousands of men and women are giving time to the

proclamation of the truth unto others. The Korean Christians are doing the Evangelistic work and are

bringing the converts to us faster even than we are able to instruct and train and educate them. I hey are

doing the work, and we missionaries are now planning, directing and overseeing them and seeking to

develop the educational system for the training of the large Christian constituency already gathered.

A year ago this month we planned for an evangelistic campaign in Pyeng Yang at the time ot the

Korean New Year when the Bible Class for the city merchants is held. In the morning some 200 men met

for two hours of Bible Study and 250 women gathered in the Central Church for the same purpose. In the

afternoon after half an hour in prayer and conference they went out two by two with the determined

purpose of visiting every house in the city once each day for ten consecutive days telling the gospel story

and issuing an invitation to the night meetings. They did it and soon they packed to overflowing the six

meeting places bringing in hundreds who were soon ready to decide for Jesus Christ. The Korean

Christians did the work and that month some 1,200 men and women gave their names as those who had

decided to accept Christ as Savior and Lord.

Through the efforts of Koreans we are reaching all classes. Thirteen years ago there went

through Pyeng Yang into exile a scholar and statesman from the Capital. He called upon me and 1 told

him of Jesus Christ, gave him a New Testament and asked him to read it while in exile. I heard nothing

of him for ten years but three years ago while sitting in Dr. Gale’s study in Seoul, a man came in who

was evidently rejoiced to see me although I did not recognize him. He told me his story. Said he, “Ten

years ago as I went through Pyeng Yang into exile you gave me this New Testament (holding up an old

worn copy) and told me to read it. I was in exile three years and was then recalled to the capital and

imprisoned for seven years. I read and re-read this Testament. This last spring I was released and have

come out a Christian man and am at work for the Master.” Afterwards Dr. Gale told me of how this man

was working among his former companions in political life and of how he had gone to his lormer home

in Choong Chong Province where so many of the statesmen and scholars live and had told them of Jesus

Christ. Some 400 of them united in a request to Dr. Gale to come down and teach them the doctrines of

the New Testament which they were reading and he went down to find these men formerly so set against

Christianity now ready to sit at his feet and leam of him concerning Jesus Christ and His truth. It was my

privilege to preach in Dr. Gale’s church just before leaving Korea. In the congregation were eminent

statesmen and scholars and in front of me sat a cousin of the Emperor and a nephew ot the Emperor,

while at my left behind the curtain which separates the women from the men sat a Princess trom the

Palace. From the lowest to the highest in the land, from the illiterate peasant to the highest scholars and
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statesmen and to royalty itself is the gospel proving its power to save and to transform life and character.

Recently a new form of Christian activity has arisen in Korea. In one of the country churches the

people were led of the Spirit of God to take up an offering of so many days of preaching. One man

subscribed three days, another seven days, one of the women five days, another ten days, and so on.

Then in accordance with their subscription they spent the number of days in going about the surrounding

villages from house to house telling the gospel story of salvation and joy and hope through Jesus Christ.

Then a report of the results of this work was made to the officers and in this country church I listened

with a rare joy to the Leader reading a tabulated report of this work and its results. This idea then began

to spread through the churches and at one of the Bible Classes in the north the men subscribed 2,200 days

of preaching and then went about from village to village with enthusiastic zeal proclaiming the good

news of great joy. After such work is it any wonder that Mr. Kearns in that Northern work reported the

reception of over 2,000 catechumens and during the last year had the unique privilege of baptizing 1,164

men and women, receiving them into the church? In the Fusan Station a class of 35 men subscribed over

900 days of preaching and so North and South and all through the land the whole church is all on fire

with this evangelistic zeal and is going forth and sending forth into all the unevangelized regions with

this avowed determination, namely to take to all the people the gospel of Jesus Christ and to accomplish

the evangelization of Korea within a very few years.

I listened to Elder Kil, the most eloquent man in Korea, as he preached over a year ago in the

Central Church in Pyeng Yang, and as he swayed them with his eloquence and spiritual power I heard

him say, “May we soon carry the gospel to all parts of our own land and then may it be granted to us to

do for some other people still in darkness what the American Christians have done for us, send

missionaries to some other nation to tell them the way of salvation through Jesus Christ.” Then as he

held up before them the idea that they should plan to send missionaries into China to the millions still in

darkness in that great nation, there arose a great joy and an inspiration in my heart as I realized that the

Spirit of God Himself had suggested to the Korean Leaders of the church what now it seems to me is the

purpose of God in thus so mightily pouring forth His Spirit upon the Church in Korea and raising up this

body of Christians so powerful in prayer and so zealous for the proclamation of the truth. Is it not God’s

purpose to make little Korea a spiritual factor in the evangelization of China?

Let the church of God equip its missionaries with the facilities for the education and training of

this Korean Church and we believe that Korea, the last nation to receive the gospel, bids fair to be the

first to be evangelized. It is your privilege to have a share in the accomplishment of the evangelization ot

Korea, but friends I verily believe that if you do not enter into this privilege the Korean church itself will

go ahead in its determination to accomplish the evangelization of the whole nation and will do it without

you.

(from MENAND THE MODERN MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE, the published addresses of the First

Inter-Synodical Foreign Missionary Convention for Men, Omaha, Nebraska, February 19-21, 1907.

Literary Editor, Charles Edwin Bradt, Ph.D., D.D. Publisher, The Winona Publishing Company,

Chicago, Illinois)
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AN EDUCATED MINISTRY IN KOREA
By Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

The accompanying photograph, taken by a Korean photographer, pictures the personnel of what
we are beginning to designate our Korean Theological Seminary. Personnel is thus far all there is of the

school.

It was taken last spring just below one of the missionary houses in Pyeng Yang; willow and elm
trees, yellow jessamine and wild rose bushes forming the background, while the stone wall to the rear

separates this compound from the girls’ school building and the women’s chapel, where temporarily the

sessions of the classes were held. There are fifty men in this seminary
,
which is a natural outgrowth of

the method employed in the establishment of the church in Korea.

Nearly all of these fifty men are evangelists already in charge of churches or circuits, where as

unordained pastors they are bearing the brunt of the work of caring for the spiritual needs and of the

pastoral oversight of the Korean Church.

STUDENTS CHOSEN BY SELECTIVE PROCESSES

Most of them were mature men, married and having families, when they were converted, and

they have become students for the ministry by a process of natural selection from among the many who
have attended the Bible training classes which constitute the very foundation of the great evangelistic

movement in Korea.

These men have for from five to fifteen years participated in our Bible study classes and the

training classes, attending each year from two to ten classes - sometimes as students, sometimes as

teachers. The classes continue in session from ten days to six weeks. Some are for all Christians and

inquirers who will attend, and some are for specially selected evangelists, colporteurs and church leaders.

The time is spent primarily in the study of the Scriptures. Some time is given to conferences and

discussions upon spiritual topics and questions relating to church administration and policy and all forms

of Christian activity, and the nights are usually given up to evangelistic services, for the double purpose

of building up the Christians and of reaching the unconverted in the community. In over four hundred

such classes this last year there was an attendance of over 20,000, ofwhom some 7,000 were women.
These classes with their results are the most marked feature of the work in Korea. In them all our

Christian workers receive their training, and from them the leaders, the colporteurs, the evangelists, have

been selected.

Four years ago, from among the most advanced and most capable of the evangelists, the seven

men in the front row of the photograph were chosen for more definite and systematic instruction, with the

thought that they might become the first ordained ministers of the Korean Church.

A tentative course of study was outlined and their instruction begun. Two years later fourteen

more were received as candidates for the ministry, a five years’ course of study and reading was
prepared, and assistance in their instruction secured from some of the older missionaries in other stations.
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Last year another class of twenty-nine men was formed, representing the work of the four Presbyterian

bodies having missions in Korea, - the Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches of the United States

and the Presbyterian Churches of Australia and Canada.

The Presbyterian council - which is composed of the male missionaries of these four missions -

endorsed this theological work as its own, and requested the missions to set aside certain men to assist

the Pyeng Yang missionaries in this instruction. When under our plan these fifty men - all but three of

them supported by the Korean Church as evangelists or church workers - were organized into three

classes and instructed for three months this last spring, we realized that we had a theological seminary on

our hands, and that thorough, systematic and adequate provision must be made in order that these men, -

the pick of the Korean Church, consecrated men already used of God in the ministry, the men who have

done most of the work of gathering and caring for the large number of converts in Korea, - should be

prepared for ordination.

They are to be the first native pastors of a church which already enrolls over 15,000

catechumens, and has besides a constituency of some 75,000 adherents. This church is not an exotic, not

a Western church planted in Korea; but from the proclamation of the gospel the church has developed as

a Korean church adapted to Korean life, and on a Korean basis in so far as Korean life and customs do

not conflict with the Scriptures. The church buildings are of Korean architecture, unpretentious, and on a

scale which the Koreans themselves can provide. Of over 600 church buildings not more than twenty, I

believe, have been built with any assistance from America. In the administration of the sacrament

Korean bread and Korean grape juice are used; and this same idea carried out in all things possible,

makes the Korean feel that the church is a Korean institution, - that it is his church, and that it is his duty

to care for it and support it.

This church is already self-propagating, is largely self-supporting, and we now plan to make it

self-governing. This year we expect to have some forty churches fully organized with ordained elders,

and we hope to ordain the seven men of the senior class in the seminary and to organize a presbytery

forming the Presbyterian Church in Korea
,
permission to do this having been received from the several

General Assemblies.

COMPOSITE BIOGRAPHY OF FUTURE MINISTERS

Of these seven men, the oldest in Christian experience is Han Syek Chin [tJ ], who was

baptized in 1891. He was then a successful young merchant in Eui Ju, with a good education and some

experience as a traveler in Manchuria. From his first meeting with the “foreigners” on the hillside in Eui

Ju, he showed great interest in the gospel message, secured and read the New Testament, soon professed

faith, and began selling tracts and Testaments in his shop and telling others of the gospel. Coming to

Seoul for further study, he showed such zeal that I decided upon him as the one to assist in the opening of

the new station at Pyeng Yang. The story of his work, of the persecution he endured, of his faithful

testimony although he expected to be executed, is told in the little pamphlet A Forward Movement in

North Korea
,
published ten years ago. Associated with Rev. Graham Lee and myself in the

establishment and development of the first church in Pyeng Yang, he won many of our best men to faith

in Christ. For ten years he has labored in the country east of the city, where he has established seven

churches and today is an elder in one of these of some 300 people, over which we hope to see him

ordained the first pastor.

Elder Yang Chun Paik
[ c> ^ tMn

], baptized in 1893, is the youngest of the seven men, being now
thirty-six years of age, but is probably the best scholar of them all. He was teacher of a village school in

the mountains of the far north when he heard ofmy presence in a near-by market town and walked ten

miles to see me and hear the “foreigner”. Study of the Scriptures brought him to Christ, and he has been
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the chief native agent in the wonderful work of the Syen Chun Station, where as Mr. Whittemore’s right

hand man he has put the impress of his character and scholarship on all the work.

Three of the men were baptized in 1895. Elder Kim [note: Kim was not one of the 1

st

seven men
ordained. This article was written in 1906 before the ordinations took place. The 7

th man ordained was
Suh Kyung-Jo

{

A
1 }, brother of Suh Sang-Yoon, and first Korean pastor of the Saemoon-An Korean

Church in Seoul
]
was probably the first sincere believer in Pyeng Yang, although not among the first

baptized. In the first gathering I addressed, he stood and asked pointed questions. Then for days he

stood outside my window listening to the conversations within, and, as he afterward said, “sizing up the

foreigner and his teaching.” He read the New Testament privately, then came for conversation, was
convinced and converted. He was something of a mystic and had spent years in meditation upon various

philosophical teachings of the Orient, had taught school and been a secretary in the magistrate’s office.

After assisting Dr. Wells in evangelistic work in the hospital, he was for eight years the most trusted

assistant in the Pyeng Yang church, until from overwork he broke down nervously and retired to the

country, where he now ministers to village churches. His marked spiritual character led to his selection

in 1900 as the first elder.

Elder Bang
[
oh z

l oK

], now 55 years of age, is the oldest man in the seminary. He is pre-

eminently the traveling evangelist, and has had to do with organizing more country groups than any other

man. In 1894 he was a leader of a band of Tong Haks, - revolutionists who tried to overthrow the

government and expel foreigners. Fleeing for his life, he came to a little village where Mr. Lee and I

were preaching and followed us to Pyeng Yang. His son, now in America, has just been secured as

evangelist among the Koreans in California, and has organized eleven groups of Christians there.

Elder Song
[
o A

1 ]
had declared himself a Christian after a beating received at the prayer

meeting in 1894, when the persecution was inaugurated. He too was tied with the red cord, which meant
that his crime was one worthy of death. He has for several years been an itinerating evangelist.

Elder Ye
[
°!

]
in 1891 stoned the missionary [Moffett] on the streets of Pyeng Yang. He

was then a “yamen runner.” After removal to Gensan [Wonsan] he was converted and baptized in 1896.

Accompanying Mr. Swallen as cook on the itinerating journeys, he showed such zeal and power in

preaching the gospel that he was made a colporteur and then an evangelist, and is now one of the main
workers in the territory of the new station at Chai Ryeng.

The last of the seven to receive baptism (in 1897) was Elder Kil Sun Chu [

s

l ], the most

eloquent preacher and the greatest spiritual power in the Korean Church. Of good family, the son of an

ex-official, with a good classical education, a druggist and physician, he was a searcher for the truth and
often spent days in the mountains in meditation and prayer. Standing with bare feet in the snow and
pouring cold water over his bared shoulders that sleep might not interrupt his long continued prayer, he,

like his intimate friends (now Elders Kim and Chung), was longing for and seeking some light upon life’s

mysteries. Kim first found the Christ and then led Kil into the light. He is now the “Spurgeon” [famous
English preacher] of Korea, a mighty power as he preaches to the congregation of 1,500 people in the

Central Church, or teaches in the training classes, or conducts evangelistic services in the capital or in

some country church.

Blind in one eye, he was saved from total blindness by an operation for cataract performed by Dr.

Whiting, the whole church joining in prayer for the success of the operation. A deep thinker and a man
with a clear perception of spiritual truths, of beautiful spirit and of rare good judgment, we eagerly look

forward to his becoming the pastor of the largest church in Korea.
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EQUIPMENT FOR EDUCATION SORELY LACKING

It is from such men that the ministry in Korea is now being prepared. Their course of training

involves three months of each year for five years spent in classroom work, supplemented by a course of

reading, by attendance upon several conferences in Bible training classes, and by teaching in several of

these classes. The rest of the time, probably seven months of each year, is given to the oversight and care

of the churches, for which they receive salaries of from $90 to $150 a year. None of them read or speak

English. Their instruction is in the vernacular.

For this theological seminary we have no building and we are greatly handicapped. In fact, in all

our educational work we are meeting a grave crisis because of inadequate equipment of buildings and

endowment. The only educational building in the station provided for men is the academy, which when

crowded will accommodate 150 students. Fifty men who applied last year were sent home because there

was no more room for them in the classrooms or chapel.

For the theological school we had recourse to the use of the former hospital building, now given

to the ladies for use of the girls’ school. By closing this school very early and by holding our theological

school late in the spring and until the summer rainy season, and by making use of the women’s chapel,

we made shift to provide classrooms and accommodations for the men. We need buildings for this work

and for the related work of the Bible training classes - which number an enrollment of five hundred to

eight hundred men - so that this work need not necessitate the cessation of important phases of the work

carried on in the academy and in the girls’ school and in the women’s chapel.

We very greatly hope that some one will make provision for this need by a gift of $25,000, of

which $10,000 is needed for buildings and $15,000 is needed for endowment sufficient to provide the

yearly expenses for fuel, lights, repairs and janitor. This expense would thus be saved from being a

yearly tax upon the gifts of the churches to the Foreign Board - gifts which are not sufficient to allow for

such advances in our work.

If we are to take advantage of the present great opportunity in Korea, - if we are to conserve the

already great results achieved in Korea, and provide a ministry for the great body of Christians already

gathered and the greater body which we believe will be gathered in a very few years, - we must have

some provision for our educational work. We have the work. We lack the equipment. The Korean

Christians are providing the primary schools and are supporting the higher educational work so far as

their financial ability goes, but they are not equal to the task of providing the larger buildings and the

endowment now needed.

(from MENAND THE MODERN MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE, the published addresses of the First Inter-

Synodical Foreign Missionary Convention for Men, Omaha, Nebraska, February 19-21, 1907. Literary

Editor, Charles Edwin Bradt, Ph.D., D.D.; Publisher, The Winona Publishing Company, Chicago,

Illinois. Also printed in a publication called The Interior, Vol. XXXVIII, Feb. 14, 1907, No. 1916, copy

of which is in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)
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Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter to Mrs. Underwood re Perkins bill, far from reassuring us, has but added to

our consternation, for I am a naturalized citizen. Does it not behoove the Mission Boards to see

that an exception in favor of naturalized citizens working as foreign missionaries should be

made?

I do not know about all the missionaries but at the present time in Korea our Board alone

has several. In Seoul there are Mr. Pieters and I. In Syen Chun there is Mr. Ross. In Fusan

there is Mr. Sidebotham (who was I know bom in England) and there may be others. If they are

to be abroad working in the interest of the American Church their citizenship should not lapse. I

presume there may also be many others in other fields and in other Boards and ought not the

matter of this exception for those sent out in the employ of and to do the work for American

corporations, Boards and Churches to be made?

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #44)



Seoul, Korea March 1, 1907 Charles A. Clark

Dear Friend: -

Mr. Graham Lee of Pyeng Yang has just sent home to his friends a little printed letter on

“How the Holy Spirit came to Pyengt Yang.” I wish he could have held it a little till we could

add a chapter telling how the Holy Spirit came to Seoul. With us as with them, it largely began

back with Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston’s visit last October. We heard of the marvellous work of

the Spirit in India and some of us had just come back from China where the Spirit was doing His

wonderful work in Wei Hien and in other places. We began to pray with all our might that the

Spirit might come to Korea too in greater power than we had yet seen. There have been few

special gatherings together for special prayer as there were in Pyeng Yang among the

missionaries for we are so widely separated within the city of Seoul that it is extremely difficult

to get together even for routine meetings, but in our churches and homes there has been all these

months a great crying out that God might open the windows of Heaven as He had promised and

pour out the blessing till we could hold no more. Two months ago we sent out our

announcement for our Seoul Annual Bible Class for Korean leaders and others and in it the Spirit

led the committee to ask that all those in city and country who received the announcement might

begin from that day to pray specifically that “during the class the Holy Spirit might come down

as He did at Pentecost.” In our little faith we prayed and yet half feared He would not come. In

December the Spirit moved our Koreans to send to Pyeng Yang to ask the loan of Kil, the Elder

there, to help in the revival we hoped would attend the class. We scarcely had received notice of

his promised coming when we began to hear of the Spirit’s work in Pyeng Yang. Kil sent and

asked us to begin to pray harder. In each of the three churches for nearly every evening for the

two weeks preceding Kil’s coming meetings were held even though every one was simply

overwhelmed with work preparing for the great Korean New Year’s Day. Kil arrived February

16. The next day he preached in the afternoon to a union meeting of all our people and in the

evening to the Central church alone. Even that day there was a marvellous feeling in the air, but

the next day the Spirit came in all His power and from then on growing from day to day. After

the second day it seemed to matter little whether there was any leader or not. The leader scarcely

was given an opportunity to speak. The people seemed on fire with a loathing for sin and wild to

tell it and get rid of the burden. Old helpers of years standing confessed to hating one another

and to all of the vilest sins imaginable. Right before men they had wronged they confessed to

theft and promised to make restitution. Every day we saw them with tears confessing one to the

other and begging forgiveness. Sometimes it was most heartrending. Men would confess part of

their sin and the very vision of the vileness of it all would seem to get hold of them and they

would fall on their faces before God fairly writhing in agony. As in Pyeng Yang and in India

prayer aloud went on all the time all over the church 300 to 500 people praying aloud all at once,

but there was no confusion. No one seemed to hear his brother’s sin. He was too busy with his

own pleading with Almighty God for his own. Two or three would be on their feet at once

shaking from head to foot in agony as only a repentant sinner can before an angry God. Even the

missionaries in charge saw as never before in their lives all the meanness and pettiness in

themselves and could not sit quiet. It was all so marvellous, so indescribable. Nothing quite

seems to describe it all as well as those words in Genesis “The Spirit of God was brooding over

the face of the abyss.” Brooding He was in all His marvellous power. Back and forth over the

church would go the sound of weeping and praying dying down and then rising as some poor
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soul confessed to his God. Sometimes the leader went to those who seemed to feel the worst to

comfort them. From time to time a hymn was started, but the instant it was over a dozen were on

their feet begging to be allowed to speak. From 6:30 every night till after 10 it went on and could

the people here [have] had their way it seemed as though they never wanted to stop.

All over the city it kept breaking out spontaneously. Miss Barrett went into the girls’

school late one night to give a sick girl some medicine. She heard a sound of crying in the rooms

and went in and found the girls praying in their rooms. She assembled them in one room and at

once a wonderful prayer meeting with confessions of sin began. Some of them are as proud as

any one but they were down low that night before God. The next day they were all out

confessing sin and begging those in the neighborhood to forgive them for things they had done.

One girl took back to Mrs. Reynolds a little bit of soiled hair ribbon she had stolen. Another

took a hair pin back to Miss Barrett, another some chestnuts. Little things, we say, and yet to

those girls they meant as real a sin as many dollars would to us.

Sunday afternoon we had an additional testimony that it was really the Spirit’s work for

in the church we saw what I honestly believe was an unquestionable case of devil possession

exactly like those Jesus healed. The meeting had barely begun when a man in the back of the

room began to strike his open Bible with his hand in a strange way. Kil spoke to him and he

subsided, but in a moment he was at it again, his right hand flying up and down beating a tattoo

on his Bible so fast you could hardly follow it with the eye. Those near him tried to stop him but

he struck at them viciously. Mr. Miller was near him in the back of the church sp je went to him

to get him out but the man struck at him several times too, and leaping up he began swinging

round and round yelling “It’s good! It’s good!” I went back to the man also, starting a hymn as I

went. The man immediately quieted, possibly because of the effect of the hymn, and went with

us to an outside room. When he got there he began to rage like a wild beast. He smashed his

own hat and ripped off his coat, tore open his leggings, and then started to demolish the room.

He fell on his face on the floor, clawing the floor like a wild beast and tearing at himself. Just

then he saw a box in the room shaped somewhat like the ancestral worship boxes for tablets and

he prostrated himself before it a number of times. He was diverted by being urged to read a letter

he was carrying b ut kept breaking out into curses. The veins of his neck swelled till it seemed

they must burst. Finally I became convinced that it was a devil’s manifestation. So I went to

him, took firm hold of his shaking hands, and ordered him in Jesus name to be still. Then I

prayed and almost at once he became quiet. I ordered him to lie down and sleep. He resisted but

I prayed again and he subsided. After lying quietly about 10 minutes while we prayed beside him

he seemed to suddenly wake up and I will testify he was as sane as any Korean I know. He gave

us his name. Said he had been believing 7 weeks. He did not have a very clear idea of what he

had done but when he saw his hat smashed and his clothes all tom he felt terribly. After prayer

again we let him out a back way and he went home. The Spirit was doing so great a work that I

firmly believe the devil entered into that man to make him break up the meeting. It was not

religious excitement for it was only the second meeting he had attended and the morning meeting

was comparatively quiet. This meeting too had not fairly begun. It was not the act of a rank

heathen. He has been going to a country church 7 weeks. When I was in Seminary I used to put

down present day devil possession as merely insanity or nervousness or a result of an injudicious

lack of discipline in childhood. Last summer reading Dr. Nevius’ book I was not convinced, but
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I am now. As sure as I believe there is a Holy Spirit who can “convince men of sin and

righteousness and judgment” I am convinced that the devil can work now in opposition to Him
exactly as he did 1900 years ago. Scores of other manifestations were seen every day but this

was the only one as opposed to the Spirit.

Some one asked me the other day after all what was the result of it all. I simply answered

that the Koreans were showing bypaying that it was not all tears or talk. Again and again I’ve

been humiliated to the dust by my best Korean friends coming and begging my forgiveness for

wrong thoughts towards me, for not helping in church work, and for things they had done or said

that they felt hurt me. In the midst of the class we asked for a thank offering to God of preaching

day pledges - the people pledging to leave their business and go for a number of days one, two, a

dozen or more to heathen villages to preach Christ at their own charge absolutely. They have

taken such offerings in the north before but never before in Seoul. Though a month ago in a

country church Mr. Welbon had 200 days’ work pledged for this coming year, in addition to that

2020 more days were pledged by 1 17 men making an average of about 17 days per man. This

was distinctly to be over and above work on Sundays as we all considered that Sundays already

belonged to the Lord. It means practically that seven unpaid preachers will be out every week

day this next year in heathen villages “speaking a good word for Jesus Christ.”

1 * *

In none of our country churches except the one Mr. Welbon visited has the pledge yet

been asked. We’re going out after them now. Near Seoul in one of our country groups the

church people as a body have taken up connection more or less with a ferry association and it has

been a cause of anxiety to some of us. Some ofmy members in the city have been more or less

involved. It is worth 20 yen per month to them with little work to do yet since the Spirit got hold

of them they want to sever their connection with it believing that a mercantile enterprise so

involved is apt to hurt Christ’s church.

A servant whom Mr. Miller had a year ago and dismissed came to pay back ¥ 1 .20 (60

cents) which he stole while in Mr. Miller’s household. A woman, former assistant to Dr. Field in

her dispensary 6 or 7 years ago, confessed to having stolen enough from the dispensary receipts

to buy herself a silver hair ornament which she coveted, and she brought the identical pin back

and returned it. Dr. Avison’s leading assistant confessed the same and is arranging to pay up.

One helper says he eked out his scanty salary by going out of his way to discharge little errands

for people he knew and he promised to return the money for he had used the Lord’s time to get it

and he felt it was stealing from his Lord. One man put on the collection plate a watch which he

said was bought with sinful profits. And so we might go on.

What of it all? Just this. The Spirit has come to Seoul and please God He has come to

stay. Shame on us if we dare to doubt it! He has stirred Korea these last two months wherever

He has manifested Himself as war and commerce and education and all other agencies combined

have not stirred it for centuries. And why not? Is He not God, God manifest? Is this not His

dispensation?

Just a few men sat through those meetings hugging their darling sins and they would not

give them up. The others have Pentecost power. They alone are cold and dead. When I see my
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Koreans now I face them with humility and shame. They are greater than I with my little faith.

The other night our text was “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me” and it

came home to me like this: May it not be that I have kept back the Spirit’s coming all these last

five years? May it not be my very doubt of His coming or some other sin in me that has held

back the blessing? I’ve prayed and prayed, but I never noticed so clearly before that God says He
won’t listen to my prayer unless first I give up my known sin. Criticizing unkindly a brother

missionary, anger, flaring up at every provocation, selfishness - May God forgive us, for only one

as great as He can. He has been kinder than we deserve, not because of us but because around us

here, among this people whom the world despises as weak, mighty men and women of prayer

have cried out with a mighty crying till He cams. Thank God, He has come!

Dear friends in the homeland: Cry out with a strong crying till He comes to you, too. He
wants to come. He came to Wales, and to India and China. He has come to California. Why
can’t He come to Chicago and New York too. There is only one secret I see in it all “If I regard

iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me.” God help us to search out our known sin, God
break our proud hearts till we are willing to confess it not only to Him but to men. God make us

REPAY for that is the only kind of repentance that counts.

Yours Sincerely,

Charles A. Clark

(Small six-page leaflet printed in Seoul in 1907 in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel

Austin Moffett papers)



Syen Chyun, Korea March 3, 1907 Carl E. Kearns

Dear Doctor Brown, -

I don’t know how much you have heard of the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit in the

Korean churches these days. He is everywhere convicting men of sin and causing them to

confess past and secret sins and cry to God for mercy.

My present gateman, gardener and man of all work was a courier during the late war

[Russo-Japanese War] and ran on the Associated Press relays between Manchuria and

PvengYang He was a Christian and a conscientious man but the unsettled state of the country,

the forced Sunday work, etc. undermined his integrity to the extent that at one time when he

asked for an advance of money and was given ¥5.00 by Mr. Collins Japanese assistant

(expecting [it] to be deducted from his wages later) and the item was never settled, he allowed

himself 10 keip silence and did no! pay i. back. I look on it as the Jap’s fault, but tt has preyed

on the man’s conscience that he did not mention the amount later and now he wants to pay it

back to Mr Collins. I do not know the latter’s address. You will have to trace him through the

Associated Press. He was at the head of this work on the Japanese side during the war. You

might forward this letter with the money.

The man who sends the money is Kim Chan-Ho, now our servant, then a relay courier

carrying dispatches from Liaoyang to Syen Chyun. The money was advanced by the Japanese

interpreter and was to be deducted later, but the interpreter evidently forgot to ^ord.torhad

formed the habit of giving away Mr. Collins’ money freely. 5 yen is about $2.00. Mr. Collins

will give peace to a tender Korean conscience by accepting this amount.

Very truly yours,

Carl E. Keams

Syen Chyun, Korea

(from microfilm reel #281, Volume 237, letter #50)



San Rafael, California March 6, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown

156 5
th
Ave., New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

I am now at work preparing the report of the Korea Mission which you want for the General

Assembly. I expect to send it to you in a few days. This is just to let you know of it for fear you

might think I had completely forgotten it. Since I left you February 1
st

I have been on the go all the

time without a day which I could give to the report - but I reached here a few days ago and now can

get to work on several things - among others, the Korean Immigration report - as soon as I finish

this report for you first.

I spent a pretty strenuous month in speaking this last month but it was not all in vain by any

means. The money for Mr. Koons’ house at Chai Ryeng has been guaranteed and will reach you

within a month. $230°° for Chong Ju balance on site and Book Room was put in the offering taken in

the Lake Forest Church, and as John V. Farwell who gave it listened with interest at the banquet in

Chicago and then came to hear me four times on Sunday at Lake Forest and spoke to me of his

interest, I am hoping he may yet do something more than that.

At Omaha Dr. Arnold of the Kansas City Church heard me mention Taiku’s need for Sarang

or Preaching Place and told me I could write to Taiku that his church would give the $500°° needed -

this in addition to their regular pledges. At DesMoines, Iowa, after I spoke there three men asked me

what we needed money for and then each made himself responsible for $250°° for the regular work

of Pyeng Yang Station - this in addition to the pledges of the Central Church of Des Moines. I told

them we needed $250°° for the College expenses for a year and $250°° for Academy for a year. I am

to write them a little more explicitly but will direct their gifts into the regular work. I am hoping also

that the Lake Forest people will give either a dispensary for Dr. Null at Chong Ju or a house for Mr.

Hunt at Chai Ryeng.

The Omaha Convention was a great meeting. What magnificent addresses Mr. Speer and Dr.

Halsey gave! I count it a rare privilege to have been there and believe it means great things for the

evangelization of the world.

News of the wonderful work in Korea continues to furnish inspiration. The Lord certainly

intends to do great things through that Church ofjealous men whom he is cleansing by the baptism of

the Spirit. It has been a great joy to see how interested people are in the message from the Korea

Church.

Mrs. Moffett and our little son, James, I find well and strong and I am enjoying the home life

again. Mrs. Moffett joins me in kindest regards.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #51)



Pyeng Yang, Korea March 12, 1907 Margaret Best

Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Ave., New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

Elder Kil [1 -t- ]
came home Saturday from Seoul where he went more than three

weeks ago to help in the Training Class. He went right from the wonderful meetings here in

which God had so powerfully used him and he had not been in Seoul long before we began

hearing of a similar outpouring of the Spirit upon our Korean churches there. He has come back

rejoicing, telling our people here that Seoul has received more grace and blessing than Pyeng

Yang has yet received. It has seemed as if the hearts of the Koreans were ready for just such a

time - not only in Seoul, Pyeng Yang and Syen Chun, but in many country churches. It is

interesting to hear Elder Kil tell of the “yangbans” [gentry], before the meetings began in the

Yun Mot Kol Church [now the Yun Dong Church], sitting on one side of the room and the “sang

noms” [commoners] sitting on the other side - and before the meetings had ended of yangbans

and sang noms sitting together in brotherly love. Some of the Korean women in Seoul who had

received a great blessing through Mr. Kil’s preaching and praying had to show their gratitude in

some way so a number of them banded together and made him a complete suit of clothing and

presented it to him before he came away. He appeared in the suit at Central Church where he

told some of the people where he had gotten such a beautiful suit. He laughed and said “Some

time ago if I had come out in such a fine suit as this you would all have been wondering where I

stole the money to buy it!” He came back very tired and the is sending him out of town for a

few days to get some rest. He has been on a constant strain day and night for over two months.

We do thank God for a man of such power and beautiful spirit. Some of the other leaders are

developing wonderfully in these marvelous times through which we are passing.

PyengYang is changing and becoming more and more nearly a Christian city. One

scarcely ever hears a sorcerer’s drum now in going through the city - and it has been a long time

since I have heard one in any of the villages out near the compound. Early on the morning of the

Korean New Year’s Day I heard an exclamation from my Bible Woman who had slept in the

room next to mine and the words as she put up the window shades, “It is a new world - 1 called

out to her asking what she meant. She said “Smoke is rising from the chimneys of all the houses

in the neighborhood. Several years ago the people would have passed the night in ancestral

worship and later on feasting upon the food offered in sacrifice. In the deep sleep that followed

such dissipation there was no one to build the fire for the early morning meals - there was no

early morning meal.” The smoke rising from the chimneys at dawn ofNew Year’s Day spoke

eloquently to this woman of homes once heathen, now Christian, and involuntarily the words

came to her lips,
[

A
i
A1I^°|2-]

“
Sae sesangiyo” (“it is a new world”).

It is estimated that as a result of the evangelistic services held last month there are 1200

people in the city professing their desire to become Christians. Central Church has overflowed

once more. I’ve just thought of a new conundrum - Why is Central Church like the River Nile?

The overflow is being accommodated temporarily for church services at Marquis Chapel (for the
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women) and the men’s sarang [preaching place] near the mission compound. The three other

churches are finding their buildings too small, [also].

I had the privilege of translating the letter you wrote to the Pyeng Yang churches. It is to

be printed and sent out to all the country churches - this by request of some of the church leaders

who heard it read. It will do them a world of good.

Word has just come from Dr. Moffett that money for our Girls School Building is in

sight. We are jubilant.

You will please remember, won’t you, that it is two single women the Board are going to

send to Pyeng Yang next fall? One for educational and one for evangelistic work.

The station [members] are all well. I am to be promoted to crutches in a few days - and

on Saturday of this week I’m to begin teaching a class in the Woman’s Training Class by having

them come to my study - the first direct work I will have done for six weeks. It has been hard to

be laid aside but I’ve gotten a blessing from it and I am glad.

Sincerely yours,

Margaret Best

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #52)



New York, New York March 16, 1907 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

614 Fifth Avenue

San Rafael, California

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

1 have just received your letter of the 6
th
instant and hasten to express my delighted

interest in the missionary interest that you have been used of God to arouse in so many people.

We need most desperately the new properties to which you refer, but we need also perhaps even

more desperately, money enough to maintain the work already in operation. I am sure that you

appreciate this as well as I do and that you direct all practicable gifts toward the obligations that

we have already assumed. It is poor economy to build new houses at the expense of the native

work, and if givers are to insist that all increased gifts are to go toward buildings, the native work

will never make any advance. Your letter, however, shows that you have this in mind. We have

learned to have entire confidence in your wisdom and loyalty to the whole cause. I shall eagerly

watch for the arrival of those gifts and shall have great pleasure in bringing promptly before the

Board those that require special action.

The printer is calling for the reports and I suppose I may look for yours on Korea very

shortly. Most heartily do I appreciate your kindness in preparing it.

With warm regards to Mrs. Moffett and to little James, I remain, as ever,

Affectionately yours,

A.J. Brown

(from Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242 (part 3), letter #97)



New York, New York March 18, 1907 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D.

614 Fifth Avenue

San Rafael, California

My dear Dr. Moffett:

The reports and your letter have just arrived. Most heartily do we thank you. You have

done a great service to the Mission. We shall be able to use your report in many ways during the

year. If you incurred any expense in connection with the preparation, please let me know.

With warm regards, I remain,

Affectionately yours,

Arthur J. Brown

(per J.)

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242 (part 3), letter #98)



Seoul, Korea March 21, 1907 Ernest F. Hall

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 5
th Avenue

New York - U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Brown -

I presume that you have learned from the missionaries in Pyeng Yang how the Lord has

been moving the hearts of the Christians there, both missionaries and natives, and what has been

wrought. You will rejoice with us that the same is being done in Seoul. We have been praying

for an outpouring of the Spirit in power here for a long time, and the prayer has been answered.

The churches have been transformed. Sins have been confessed and put away, and peace and joy

have succeeded.

The beginning was when our winter Bible Class for men met here a month ago. Several

hundred men came from all over our Seoul country districts to study the Bible for two weeks.

We were assisted by Korean Elder Kil [H L!-?- oh
^-] of Pyeng Yang. He is almost blind but has

wonderful spiritual vision. He had received the baptism of the Spirit during the revival in Pyeng

Yang and preached with great power. Among the Koreans he is the greatest preacher and is

indeed a wonderful man.

One ofmy helpers came in from the country this week where he had been holding special

meetings and he reports more wonderful things than we have witnessed in Seoul. I will take

time within a few days to write particulars about the work here.

For the past month we missionaries have been meeting for prayer every day, and we shall

continue to do so. From today the Korean elders, deacons, Sabbath School teachers, helpers, and

other leaders will meet every day for prayer for one month and I prophecy that they will not

cease then.

There is one thing in connection with this movement which will not appear to all, and

even you may not see it. But in view of a letter which I wrote you more than a year ago about

Dr. Irvin’s “case”, I want to write about this phase of the matter as it appears to me. At that time

I said that there seemed to be nothing for the Board to do in the matter but to pray. You know
how the prayers were answered in a most marvelous way. When Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston

was here he spoke about the matter to Mr. Lee in such a way as to make him think of it in a new
light. He became convinced that the Mission was continuing in a wrong course. At Annual

Meeting time he got the original committee together and after two hours of prayer and

conference they decided on the action which followed. At the first session of the Annual

Meeting Mr. Lee proposed that the entire action be wiped out and that the records be expunged.

There was no discussion, and not a dissenting vote.

I believe that that action was one of the chief things which made possible the present

blessing. The Mission was not happy over the matter before, and many wished that action had
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never been taken against Dr. Irvin. This was a great source of irritation among the members of

the Mission. No one could foresee such a settlement of the matter. It was truly the work of God
in the hearts of his servants - a spiritual miracle.

There is one other matter of which I will write you in this letter, which I am sad to write.

You will not be altogether surprised, in view of letters which you have received about my health,

to learn that yesterday the physicians here signed a health certificate to retire me from the field.

The diagnosis is “Chronic Rheumatic Diathesis with frequent acute exacerbations, including

sciatica.” In reply to the question as to whether I can return to Korea they say, “Not likely that it

will be advisable to risk return.” An appended letter of explanation reads as follows:

1 . “The condition is chronic and constitutional, and can be overcome, if at all, only under the

most favorable environment as to climate, housing, place of work, together with the best

opportunities for medical aid.

2. In Korea several months of the year are so humid that they are a regularly recurring menace

to one in your condition, and you should be free to choose climatic conditions that are favorable.

3. Work in the native city churches means exposure to cold drafts which cannot be avoided, and

yet constitute a constant exciting cause of exacerbations.

4. Work in the country means frequent exposure to inclement weather under circumstances

which you cannot control. Sleeping in Korean rooms means either the enduring of cold, or the

complete absence of ventilation in a space of less than 500 cubic feet of air, shared generally

with one or two others, and both of these conditions are inimical to even a healthy body, while to

one in your condition they are decidedly dangerous.

5. The Mission field is not a good place for one suffering from a chronic disease, either from the

point of view of treatment, or the probability of recovery, and as for the ability to work in spite

of continued ill health, it is altogether likely that much more can be done in the homeland than in

a foreign country.”

The physicians advise that we leave here before the rainy season. The physicians’

certificate, signed by Dr. Avison and Dr. Hirst, is being sent around the Mission for circular

vote. Unless it gets held up somewhere, it will reach you in due season. Lest it be delayed, I am
writing you thus fully.

As the decision of the physicians decides the matter, we shall prepare to leave. However,

we want to wait until we hear from the Board. That will require about two months, and will

permit us to leave late in May or early in June. As yet, of course, we have made no plans as to

where we shall go. We have scarcely found ourselves since knowing the decision.

After my first prolonged attack in Fusan the first year in Korea I seemed to completely

recover and I hoped that I had become acclimatized. But with the following rainy season I was
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again attacked and I have never recovered. I have been working this year, but with a great deal

of difficulty, and have considerably neglected my country district because I have not been able

to go much to the distant fields.

I had had the same sickness in America, but was apparently in perfect health when I

came to Korea and had been for some time. I fully believe that I shall recover again. I am not

laid up at the present time, but cannot do a full man’s work, and have to be extremely careful. 1

have worked under physical and nervous protest, and am consequently in need now of a rest,

which I hope to get as soon as I leave Korea. While here there is no chance to rest.

I cannot tell you how sad it makes us feel that we must leave this needy and responsive

people. We are thankful to have had the privilege of a few years among the heathen, and we
believe that we shall be better foreign missionaries in the home land. I am asking prayers that

the Lord of the harvest will use our enforced retirement as a means of awakening many natives

to the spiritual needs of their people, and that He will thrust many of them into the harvest as

preachers and Bible women, to do the work in their own language which we, at best, could do

but haltingly. We praise God that we have witnessed this wonderful spiritual awakening. New
Testament scenes are very real to us in these days.

I understand that my salary ceases when we leave Korea, and that traveling expenses will

be allowed to America. What provision, if any, is made for transporting such household effects

as we may decide to carry?

I am writing today to Dr. Stevenson [J. Ross Stevenson], telling him the facts as I have

told you.

I want to thank you for all the sympathetic and helpful words that you have written me
while in Korea. I am grieved to be thus turned aside from a work toward which my thoughts

have turned many years, and can only hope that my missionary life may be more zealous and

effective, even though I am not permitted to live among the Koreans.

Yours respectfully,

Ernest F. Hall

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #55)



Villa Des Fleurs

Le Cannet (near Cannes) France

March 25, 1907 H.G. Underwood

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your note of March 5
th was duly received and thanks for the same. Personally I was under

the impression that the Supreme Court had rendered some decision in regard to citizenship but never

mind about it.

In regard to myself I am much better than I was but I find that a damp day or a little wind

bring back the cough and half an hour’s reading still makes me quite hoarse even though I read in

one small room in a low voice. This shows that I am not really well & that at the least the cords are

still weak. I have also during the last 10 days had a renewal of my cough, not seriously, but it is a

disappointment that it has returned. The doctor thinks this is due to the dust storms that we have here

now. Perhaps you know that the prevailing stone in the south of France is limestone. With this they

make their roads & in the spring with the winds we have serious dust storms. I shall be going farther

north soon & think to make my next stop in Paris. The doctor thinks it would be wise for me to

spend the summer in the high altitudes of Switzerland. It is at present too cold to go there & we will

spend the interval in Paris or in England.

Just now there is an opportunity of my spending a month in Paris as my brother’s agent there

wants to get off for a few weeks & has asked me to be on hand to sign the checks & keep an eye on

things. There will not be much to do but it will take my thoughts for a little off myself& my desire

to get back. M... Ferrer writes that I will simply have to call at the office & the main thing is to have

the moral effect of my presence. The doctor here thinks that Paris will be a good place to spend the

interval & there is in Paris a Scotch doctor, the son of a missionary, an excellent physician in whose

hands I shall place myself.

Despite the slowness of perfect recovery I shall hope to be able to return to Korea in the Fall

after I have put my lad at school. The doctor from Paris on general principles says I ought not to

think of going back under 1 8 months but this was not in regard to anything he knew of my recovery

thus far & I sincerely hope that we can be getting back to work in the Fall. The reports from Korea

are most glorious & Brother Moore’s sad death makes it more than ever imperative that we be

getting back. We expect to cross the Atlantic towards the end of August.

Regretting that I cannot make a better report [&] with kindest regards from Mrs. Underwood
to Mrs. Brown & yourself,

Yours sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #57)



San Rafael, California April 1, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

Early in February I spoke at Mitchell, Indiana. I found there a lady who had been trying to

get the Board to let her support a Bible Woman in Korea - but as you know, was of course advised to

put her contribution into the work of a station as a whole.

Finding she was determined to have some specific object, I advised the pastor to have her &

her son provide the $ 1
00°° needed for a rest house at An Dong (Taiku Station) and then each year

after this, send her money for the work of Taiku station which should develop in connection with this

“Rest House” territory.

This pleased them all - and this church which last year gave $18°°to Foreign Missions has

raised $150°° this year (this lady & her son contributing with the church for this object).

The pastor, Mr. Sutherland, writes me, “the dilemma is that Dr. Brown writes us that An

Dong was taken by a lady in Chicago” and “does not know of any other $100°° rest houses needed.

He says he can give us a parish abroad in connection with your station but gives no further

information concerning it. We feel sure our people will want the money to be used in your work,

etc., etc.”

Now I am writing him that I am glad to hear the An Dong rest house is otherwise provided

for (I hope you are sure of this for it is greatly needed) and suggesting that they put $50°° into the Sye

Hung Rest house, Chai Ryeng Station, and the balance - $50°° or more into the evangelistic work of

the Chai Ryeng or Pyeng Yang Stations - thus making either one of these stations their “parish

abroad”, or in the Educational work of the Pyeng Yang Station, making Pyeng Yang their parish

abroad”.

The lady [is] insisting on some specific object for her donation. I thought this a sure way to

interest her and also to lead her to hereafter give her yearly contribution to the regular work of the

station in which this year her money goes to a specific “rest house . I trust it may work out so.

I write this so that you & Mrs. Wood will understand it when you hear from Mr. Sutherland

& the Mitchell Church again.

Sincerely from

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #65)



Los Angeles, California April 17, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Brown,

Your letter of the 8
th
reaches me here where I am itinerating among the Koreans and

making missionary addresses in the churches. Eleven addresses in 8 days is keeping me pretty

nearly as busy as I am in Korea.

Concerning the work among the Koreans I would report as follows - which report you

may be able to make some use of in the report for General Assembly.

“An evangelist, Mr. W.C. Pang, former deacon in Pyeng Yang Church and student in the

Academy, was engaged for the Korean work in November. About one-fourth of the expense is

met by contributions from the Koreans. He has visited ten or more places in California where

there are numbers of Koreans and organized work among [them] and also keeps in touch by

letter with the Koreans, Christians and others, who are in other states. In Oakland, Sacramento,

Los Angeles, Riverside, Upland and Redlands, Korean services are regularly held and numbers

of Koreans have united with the churches in these places, some by letter and some on profession

of faith. Quite a number also have been received as catechumens. Of the 2000 Koreans in

America some 1200 are in California and there are about 200 Christians among them.

The pastors and Christian men & women of our churches who have interested themselves

in the spiritual welfare of these Koreans bear testimony to their earnest Christian character, while

their employers speak well of their industry and fidelity.

Dr. Moffett, with the evangelist, has visited these groups holding services with them and

conferring with the pastors of the local churches with which they are becoming connected. Ten
have united with the churches of Sacramento and 4 at Uplands with 4 catechumens received. At

Redlands there are 12 to unite with the church by letter and 4 to be baptized.

The grandmother and father & mother, all of whom were baptized by Dr. Moffett in

Pyeng Yang, presented their 5 months old baby for baptism on his [Dr. Moffett’s] visit to

Redlands.

At Riverside 27 Christians were received by letter. 7 to be baptized and 4 catechumens

received gives a Christian community of 38 who have provided their own place of worship,

contributed to building the Sunday School addition to the American church and are making their

influence as Christians felt among the other Koreans. In Los Angeles there are 12 to unite by

letter, 6 to be baptized and 2 catechumens.

Our people in California have shown much interest in the work and have been impressed

by the spiritual character of the Christian Koreans.”

The above may furnish you with some facts which you can write up as you think best. I

want to mention this which came to my attention. Eastern people spending the winter in

California have expressed great interest in the reception of these Koreans into the churches here -
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not to me but to the pastors - and indirectly this work among the Koreans is bearing valuable

testimony to the value of the Mission work. It is worth while to carry on this work.

Am finding considerable interest in the message from Korea and expect to have

something tangible to report before long.

I am shocked beyond measure by the news from Pyeng Yang of the return of Mr. & Mrs.

Kearns to this country and the cause therefor. That repentance has come and is sincere is cause

for gratitude but oh! the sorrow of the situation.

Sincerely yours in the service,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #76)



S.S. Pacific Mail April 19, 1907 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Brown:-

Dr. Wells has written you that I was on the way home. It became imperative that 1

should get away for a time, so here I am on the way. Will you please see to it, Dr. Brown, that

my name appears in none of the magazines as being at home. I don’t want to make any

addresses. I want to give my whole attention to getting built up. Had I done less when 1 was

home on vacation before, I would not have to take this forced vacation now - and Im sure that

had Dr. Underwood done less when he was at home he would not be in the condition he is in

now.

There are some important matters that I would like to discuss with you but I cannot

afford to pay my expense to New York and back. If you wish to communicate with me, my

address is: 1819 Dupont Ave. South, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

I think you ought to know all about the Kearns case but the details I do not care to write

out.

Very sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #78)



Paris, France May 16, 1907 H.G. Underwood
% John Underwood & Co.

N° 36 Bd des Italiens

Reverend Arthur J. Brown, D.D.

Board of Foreign Missions

156 Fifth Avenue, New York City

My dear Doctor Brown:-

I have been intending writing you for some time but one thing and another has hindered.
In the first place, a few words with regard to myself: I am very much better now, the change of
Paris having really done me good and I have picked up wonderfully in general health; in addition

to this, my throat is very much better. As soon as I got here I inquired concerning physicians
and put myself under the care of the best I could find, choosing an American physician as I felt

that I could better make him understand everything about my case. Everything has been going
along very well and the other day he suggested that I should try my voice and see how I could
get along. I commenced by doing a little more reading aloud and found that I could read from
one and a half to three hours without getting hoarse. This was a great improvement. He also

gave his permission for me to make a trial at preaching and on Sunday last I preached for Dr.

Goodritch in the American Church here. At the beginning of the sermon I had a little difficulty

and feared that I would not be able to finish, but I was able to finish and had no bad after-effects.

My night coughing is almost stopped, though at the same time, when I use my voice I feel that it

is not yet strong. The Doctor thinks that I had better, with care, use my voice a little more and
more and at the same time use the remedies and tonics that he had prescribed, which advice 1

will follow. However, I am not to be allowed to come to New York until after the summer and
we shall spend the summer in the high altitudes of Switzerland and I hope to land in New York
sometime in September. If I am then well I hope to go on to Korea at once. The needs there are

such that I want to push on just as quick as I can.

I have been hearing from time to time from Korea are more and more pressing upon me.
Mr. F.S. Miller in Chong Ju is in great need of help; he has a large and growing work in the most
intellectual provinces of Korea. The section where he is is the home of the best of Korean
nobility, though here he has been able to reach all classes. He, of course, is single handed and it

is almost impossible for him to do the work. I have had reports from Dr. and Mrs. Null which
speak well of the opportunities and of the need of workers. I realize that you feel this need also,

but at the same time I want specially to call your attention to one of the “neglected” portions of
Korea.

Of course you have kept in touch with the wide open door that there is in Korea and the

wonderful work in progress now. If we take the opportunity now we can, in a short time, win
Korea for Christ. But if we wait until the door is shut I fear that it will be more tightly closed to

the Gospel than ever before. Ought not the Board at home to specially know the lands that are

open and to put their strength in those lands looking towards the speedy winning of these lands

to the Gospel so that in a short time the efforts there may be set free to work in other lands? Of
course you have looked, I presume, carefully into this matter and have given it your serious
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consideration. At the same time it does not seem to me that the efforts of our Board now are in

any way commensurate with the opportunities that are before it in Korea. Given the men now,

Korea could be won to Christ in less than a score of years. Dr. Moffit [Moffett], I think, said 1

5

years- Dr Reid said 5 years, but the whole people of Korea are so ready now to listen to what we

have to say and are so favorably disposed towards Christianity that I feel convinced that, with

the right efforts made, a score of years would certainly see the work done.

SEOUL SOUTH GATE PROPERTY: I hear from Korea that there is a prospect

of the Mission being forced to move again and that there are rumours of the Government

desiring to purchase our South Gate Plant. This may of course, as you know, hinder the work to

no little extent but if it is inevitable, we must bow to the inevitable. You will remember that

when we moved last, I received the Board’s permission to purchase my own property and build

my own house near the South Gate Plant, which I did. If the Mission moves its Plant I, of

course will want to sell and move my house so I should like to know what progress, if any, has

been made in this respect and to be kept in touch, if possible, with the propositions that are being

made If the Board should give permission to a Committee to sell the property under certain

conditions, I should be very much obliged if I could be informed of the same so that I could take

steps, if possible, through the same Committee (in my absence) towards the disposal of my own

property at the same time.

LETTER TO MISSIONS: In regard to the matter of ladies’ houses and the use of

the property in South Gate Plant, I am sending to the Korean Missions at this time, a letter copy

of which I enclose herewith. My object in sending the letter is simply that, for the good of t e

medical and evangelistical work, a due proportion should be maintained. The letter, I think, will

explain itself.

Mrs. Underwood has been taken down with capillary bronchitis, but she is somewhat

better today and we really think that she is now on the mend. It was very fortunate indeed that it

did not go to the full pneumonia stage. We shall stay in Paris for a few days longer and will

then go on to Switzerland. My address, however, until further notice had better continue to be as

above.

Yours sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #85)



Copy to Reverend Arthur J. Brown, D.D.

Paris, France May 16, 1907 H.G. Underwood

To the Korea Mission of the Presbyterian Church:

Gentlemen:-

I regret exceedingly my continued disability and prolonged absence from Korea, but there

is one matter in which I have considerable interest and being unable to speak of it in person, I am
addressing this letter to the Mission. It is in connection with the uses of the property in the South

Gate Plant and I think it is simply written with the idea of the best results being obtained for all

branches.

When the matter of the proposed sale of the Chong Dong property to His Majesty [King

Kojong] was broached the last time, several members of the Mission waited upon me and

discussed the question: notably among them were Drs. Moffett and Sharrocks. Whether they

came in their individual capacity or were requested so to do by the members of the Mission or by

Stations, I do not know. After hearing all there was to be said and a careful discussion of the

same, I withdrew my previous objections to the sale, being assured (I think by both the gentlemen

above-mentioned) that, of course, any removal of the Plant would in no way affect its evangelical

strength. It was at that time proposed that in moving, the hospital and Chong Dong plants should

be united. This met with my approval and I have always deprecated too strict a drawing of the

line between the evangelistic and medical sides of the Plant. In proof of this I think the various

Committees that have had to do with the laying out of the property will remember that I have

always opposed too strict an adhering to the exact lines of property and the saying that this was

hospital and that was evangelistic. At the present time, however, the growing demands of the

medical work are, I fear, tending rather to reduce the accommodation that will be left for the

evangelistic side of the work. In the Chong Dong plant there was room for two houses for

clerical missionaries, the house for single ladies engaged in evangelistic work there, and property

sufficient for women’s evangelistic work, girls’ school, book room and the necessary

appurtenances thereto. In the reproduction of this plant on the South Gate site the Mission will

remember that permission was given by the Board to me to build my own house which I did after

purchasing property in the neighborhood for the same. The other houses were reproduced, one

that has been occupied thus far by Mr. Sharp for the other clerical worker and one that had

always been known as Miss Wambold’s house for the lady workers.

While originally two single ladies were planning to occupy the house built for them in

Chong Dong, the demands of new stations coupled with the inability of the Board to provide all

the workers asked for have led me to believe that the Mission would not be able to provide two

single ladies to be engaged exclusively in evangelistic work and to dwell on this side of the City.

When, therefore, the Jacobson Memorial house was sold I was willing that the house built for the

evangelistic ladies should be conjointly used for medical work and as long as this was understood

I cared not by what name the building should be called. When it was proposed that the building

should be called the Jacobson Memorial it was asserted (I believe at a Seoul meeting) that if the

building was so called and at any time the medical work should need the whole building, they
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would have the right to demand the withdrawal of the evangelistic workers. This, in view of the

needs of the whole work, does not seem to me to be just and if the Mission as a Mission believes

that this is a just statement, then I think that the Mission as a mission should decide that the

house built for evangelistic workers on the South Gate side of the City should be kept for the

parties for which it was built and that a new building must be put up to be called the Jacobson

Memorial. Personally I believe that the best interests of the work will be maintained by giving

the ladies connected with the medical department the right to occupy part of it and to decide that

when it should be necessary to put another lady there the building itself must be enlarged without

in any way detracting from the right of the evangelistic lady’s occupancy of the same.

I may be mistaken, but from what I hear on this side it seems to me that the present

tendency of the medical work is to practically absorb all that part of the property outside of the

South Gate that came in exchange for, or was built with the proceeds from the sale of the Chong
Dong property. I have understood that certain ones have proposed that the house formerly known
as Miss Wambold’s house should be called the Jacobson Memorial and become a part of the

medical plant and that Dr. Hirst should occupy the house now occupied by Mr. Sharp as soon as

he vacates the same. In my opinion, this will not be the best thing for either the medical work or

for the evangelistic work in that section of the City and I am simply writing this letter to the

Mission asking that they bear all these facts in mind and sincerely trust that, for the good of the

work as a whole, the evangelistic side my be maintained. In a city the size of Seoul it seems that

at least two centres would be required to get the best results and if the Mission is to maintain as

large a medical plant as it has, certainly the evangelistic side of it must not be neglected. What I

now ask the Mission is that if they can so see their way clear, to endeavor to secure for the

evangelistic side of the work two homes (one in addition to my own, if I am to continue, which I

hope to do, in connection with that work) for the clerical missionaries, and for at least one lady

evangelistic worker in that section together with the present plant.

I feel confident that Dr. Avison will understand this letter and will know that I am in no

sense of the word opposing medical work which always has had, and always shall have my
heartiest support, but that I desire simply to call attention to what seems to me a mistaken

tendency in that part of the work.

Until August 28 th

,
1907

% John Underwood & Co.

36 Boulevard des Italiens, PARIS

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, (Part 2 of letter #85)



Columbus, Ohio May 17, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

My Dear Dr. Brown:

I write to you again impelled to do so by my great concern over the situation in Korea

incident to the enforced return of Mr. Keames & Mr. Hall - leaving two more vacancies where

the work is progressing in such a way as to make it a calamity to lose these men at this time.

The two new men appointed - Roberts & Greenfield merely fill the vacancies of Moore &

Barrett and now there are two more vacancies. I hope this has not failed to receive your

attention and that the Board will immediately seek for two men for appointment now to Korea.

You are aware of our wonderful opportunities there, and yet I do not believe you can realize the

vZ great urgency. Letters from the field show such wonderful growth and need for oversight

thaUwrite topield for - - not reinforcements, although we need them, but for the filling of

vacancies immediately. F.S. Miller has been in his new station only two years and yet already

has 40 meeting places and opportunity to establish more if only he could get over more groun

& reach more places.

I had a short talk with Dr. Halsey but only long enough to learn that there are men

applying for the foreign field who might be sent. Now that you have come out without a debt,

certainly the work already undertaken can be kept supplied.

A talk with Lee also shows me anew the great urgeney of seeuring these men That is all

This is to make sure that the matter does not fail to get before you. I sail for Korea July 9 .

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #86)



Syen Chun, Korea May 23, 1907 Herbert E. Blair

Dr. Arthur J. Brown

156 Fifth Ave., NY, NY, USA

Dear Dr. Brown:

Since I last wrote you I have spent 90 days on my second Kang Kai trip and over one month on a

trip to the Shanghai conference. I have been planning a letter to you concerning the Kearns matter but

other matters have been too occupying ofmy time.

Of prime interest to me just now is the hope I have of soon being married to Miss Susan Gillett, a

sister of Mr. Philip Gillett, the Y.M.C.A. man at Seoul. I am sure you will rejoice with me in this

anticipation and that the Board will gladly welcome Miss Gillett to the mission. I asked Dr. Vinton if

there were any requirements concerning medical examination or formal application in case of such

marriage on the field and his reply was that there were no definite requirements in such cases.

Nevertheless I feel it is only due the Board that you be fully informed concerning our plans. Miss Gillett

has spent most of her life in Colorado Springs] and is a graduate of Colorado College. She spent one

year in mission school work in the southwest and a year in Y.W.C.A. work in Detroit. During the past

year she has been teaching, in English, in connection with the Y.M.C.A. under her brother’s direction in

Seoul. Her church relations have been with the Methodist church. The ensnaring plans laid by kindly

intending missionary friends and the hearty words of approval since our engagement has been announced

lead me to feel that the Board has ample reason to welcome her heartily to the Mission circle. I will soon

send you a list of personal friends of Miss Gillett and their addresses for you to put in file. If you have

any requirements concerning the making of formal application in the case of people married on the field

we shall gladly comply. We are hoping to be married early in the summer as Miss Gillett’s mother and

aunt and my father and mother will all be in Seoul at that time. Not many missionaries married on the

field are blessed as we will be with the presence of relatives, for her brother and wife and my brother and

wife will all be present besides those just mentioned.

I wish you would please present to the Board if it is necessary, a request for a grant of allowance

of $200 for outfit or whatever the allowance under these conditions may be and for the changing of my
salary from single to married man’s salary from the date of our marriage, which date I am sorry I cannot

furnish you exactly but I am confident it will be about July 1
st

or prior. As our engagement has not been

of long standing and as there are peculiar reasons why engagements on the field should be as brief as

possible I trust you will understand that it has been impossible to inform you earlier concerning our

intentions.

Your last letter to the mission cautions us concerning the public confession of sin [Dr. Brown,

while reading this letter, wrote in the margin, “No, I said immorality”]. I am satisfied that had you

witnessed the work of the Holy Spirit here in person you would be in fuller sympathy with what the

missionaries at Seoul, Pyeng Yang, and Syen Chun have reluctantly but at last unanimously allowed and

even been compelled to take part in. There is only one view point from which to understand the situation

The Holy Spirit in person came into our hearts, overwhelmed us with the sense of His presence and gave

us such a fear of sin and showed us how desperately wicked it was to hide sin because of pride in our

hearts to the exclusion of God’s presence that not a one of us could rest till we had told the depths of the

innate evil and degradation of our hearts. The Bible does not say to confess our sins in public but the

Bible is the work of the Holy Spirit and He is as able to command personally as through God’s Word, the



5/23/07 - p. 2 H.E.B.

only need being to be sure it is the Holy Spirit who commands & not some illusion. Whether it be of the

Holy Spirit or not we must judge by whether it be in harmony with revealed truth in the Bible, and leads

to the same goal, - the glory of Christ and the church. These are apostolic days in Korea and we poor

cold hearted Westerners are reluctantly giving up our dead unbelief under this irresistible power that we

cannot but believe is of God. That it might be unwise to confess adultery or other sins publicly in

America would depend upon circumstances. But when God by His Holy Spirit, clear as the voice ot a

friend says this is sin, rise and confess it, tarry not a moment, dare you hide sin and be ashamed ofme

and not trust my power to save, rise now whatever the cost and confess it and I will have mercy upon you,

- and when with this going on in the conscience, there is a deep agony of heart over the clear revelation of

guilt in the heart, a man cannot but confess his sins no matter where he is or what the cost. The effect on

the church is in God’s hands and we can trust that when He commands a host of men to confess their sins

publicly He will see to it that the church Christ died to save does not suffer thereby. My prayer is that

God may not rest till He has made every one of His children in all the lands and especially the home land

go through the same precious experience. I believe it is coming and that every heart the world over will

be lead to a keener realization of sin by reason of the confessions here made in Korea and will thereby be

more open to influences from God thereby. Don’t be ashamed of what God has done for our dear

Koreans. They are nearer the Throne today than ever before, a more pure and holy people.

In the great Central Church in Pyeng Yang before the revival men and women could meet

together for service. After it three new churches were set off. Now it is filled with women in the morning

and again with men in the afternoon and the other churches full. Confessions don’t hurt the church when

they are at God’s command.

Yours truly,

H.E. Blair

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol.237, letter #94)



Columbus, Ohio May 23, 1907 Samuel Moffett

(attending meeting of the 1 19
th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.)

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 5
th
Ave., New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

In explanation of enclosed letter and checks for $6000 I want to write as follows:

When in Los Angeles in April I spoke three times in Emmanuel Church, Mr. Lyman Stewart

beins an interested listener. Through others I requested a ten minute interview with him which

was granted and for good reasons I decided the Publication Fund was the object to present to

him. Before I had mentioned it he disclosed the fact that his fear for the Korean Christians was

that they be deluged with literature giving false teaching. I told him what I had been led to

present to him and told him of our desire for $10,000 for a Publication Fund. Inside of 5 minu es

he said “This appeals to me - 1 will do something, and will try to interest others. This is the

special line of Christian work which he likes to undertake.

Shortly after this he talked matters over with Rev. A.B. Prichard of Central Presbyterian

Church with whose church our Koreans in Los Angeles are connected. Upon my return to San

Rafael I received a letter from Mr. Prichard from which I quote: “Mr. Stewart sinel his brother

have each agreed to contribute $2500 to which Mr. Giles Kellogg has agreed to add $1000. Mr.

Stewart has also presented the matter to Mr. W.E. MeVay and I think that could he have seen

you personally in order to satisfy himself upon a single point regarding which he is in doubt he

might have been already pledged for another $1000. His question is this: In the event of your

own decease who would have the administration of this fund? Your own personality and

business-like qualities impressed him most favorably. Are there others of your associates on the

field whose business qualities would guarantee a like efficiency? To this I replied that

not solicit the contribution as a personal gift to me but as a gift to the Board of Foreign Missions

for a fund for publishing evangelical literature and Christian text books in Korea - hat the fund

would be administered by the Board of Foreign Missions under such conditions as the donors

and the Board might make, most probably through a Committee of the Mission, that under

circumstances it would be probable and I think fitting that I should be a member of the

clmi»e (his personal reference led to this suggest,on from me. S.A.M.) and that our purpose

in securing the firnd was to use it as capital for publication in the expectation of selling the books

somewhafabove cost so as to guard against loss, thus keeping the fund intact for continued use^

I also asked that checks be made payable to Mr. Day [Foreign Board treasurer?] and assured him

the Mission had many efficient men.

There the matter rested for a while. Yesterday on Foreign Missions Day I received the

enclosed letter and checks for $6000°° which I forward to you, requesting that you send me a

copy of the letter, keeping the original on file for reference.

Now for remarks - and suggestions as to necessary action. As I see it thereGs but one

condition made by the donors - viz.- the clause marked “second in the letter, That these funds
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shall be used only for purpose of evangelism and edification in Christian life and that they are

not furnished for purposes of printing secular educational literature.” That condition we can

gladly accept for we need this amount and much more for purely Chnstian evangelistic

literature If you know Mr. Stewart you will readily understand why he would wish such a

condition and in my talk with him I assured him that it was for such purpose we wanted the fund.

The clause marked
“
first” in the letter, as I see it, does not involve a real condition because there

is no doubt of the entire fund being required. The clause marked “third and the paragraph

following it are suggestions; and assurance that they will be given consideration is all that is

needed in making reply to the donors.

After conversation with Dr. Halsey I suggest that you prepare a letter in reply to the

donors stating the acceptance of the gift upon the conditions stated by them and making such

reference as you think best to their other suggestions and remarks. Dr. Halsey suggests that a

copy of your letter be sent to me for comment before it is forwarded to the donors in order as he

says that the Board, the donors and myself fully understand just the conditions upon which the

Board accepts the gift. I pass his suggestion on to you. I think the above will make the whole

matter clear to you.

Concerning the appointment of a Committee of the Mission to administer the fund I wish

I might have the opportunity to talk with you. 1 do not think the Treasurer of the Mission should

be ex-officio a member of the Committee. Whether the Board should appoint or allow the

Mission to elect I think makes little difference. Frankly, I should like to be a member oft

Committee - but that should be only if the appointing Board or electing Mission so desire.

Letters on this or other matters can reach me in the next two weeks before I re^™ t0

California as follows: Until May 28
th

at Washington, Pennsylvania - care E.S. Riggs, M.D., 38

W. Prospect Avenue. May 29 to June 6 at Madison, Indiana.

I trust that there may be more yet added to this fund but am rejoicing that so much is

accomplished and the money paid in.

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #95)



Columbus, Ohio May 24, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown

156 5
th Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter of the 20
th
stating the hope that one man may be commissioned for Korea within the

next few weeks brings a measure of relief but the receipt of a letter this morning compels me to write

again although I do realize the difficulties you have to deal with in the whole matter of financing the

situation. There is too much at stake just now in Korea for us to refuse to recognize a most exceptional

situation and therefore to plead with the Church in a special way for re-enforcements. Not only the

thousands of converts to be instructed but now the very lives of the best equipped missionaries on the

field are threatened unless we find some relief.

I quote from a personal letter just received from Adams of Taiku. Bear in mind this is simply the

cry of a fellow missionary to me - one whom he knows to be in sympathy with the situation and yet

whose one year of absence he knows has placed him where he cannot fully understand the crisis which

they are facing. He says: “Our average Sunday congregation in the city is 500-600 and the country

churches are prospering as never before. But, Moffett, the pressure is getting to be something strenuous.

We are in the midst of a mixed political & religious awakening in the country that is almost more than we

can ride and handle. It is in the nature of the time of a charge in battle. The position must be taken and

held at any cost. It is not a time to count the price. But I tell you, man, the ranks are thinning out in a

terribly distressing way. Five furloughed home on health leave this last year and Moore gone down on

the field, right from our own Mission. I had a warning myself last summer; came near going to pieces

and while I have been working this last season as never before I have also been led to see the necessity ot

taking better care of my machine. I suppose there will be enough of the old guard left when the thing is

over to break in the colts who come out to fill up and carry it on. There will be many of us go to pieces in

the next two or three years, for only extraordinary flesh and blood can stand the pace. We must have

more recruits.”

Now Dr Brown, Underwood and Lee are both away trying to avoid a complete collapse. We are

young men yet in Korea but not so young but that the strain of the tremendous work and opportunity

threatens to cut off the most efficient men we have. To relieve them if possible before too late - to take

their places if the break does come anyhow - we certainly ought to have something more than the mere

filling of vacancies. I have been slow to take the position I now take but my judgment has been impelled

to the conclusion that the situation calls for special action on the part of the Board in providing at once or

more missionaries and better equipment for Korea in order that we may now take the country for Christ

and in the next 15 years have it an evangelized country - the Church able itself to thereafter look after

Christian interests in Korea and send missionaries abroad.

Do this now - and 5 or 6 years hence you will no longer need to even fill all the vacancies but

only some of them. Please give this even more careful and prayerful consideration seeking to know what

is the leading of the Spirit of God.

Yours sincerely in prayer for guidance,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #96)



New York, New York June 4, 1907 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

Madison, Indiana

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

I received your letter of May 23
rd and its enclosures and presented them at the next

meeting of the Board which was held yesterday. I now enclose the letters I have written to each

of the three givers, Mr. Lyman Stewart, Mr. Milton Stewart and Mr. Giles Kellogg. If you

approve them, will you kindly mail them.

I am writing the Mission on the subject and sending a copy of the Board’s action. It

seemed wiser to let the Mission elect the Committee, but we want you to be the Chairman. I

suppose that the money will probably not be put in use until you return.

We are delighted by this splendid gift and heartily appreciate your efforts to secure it.

Could you not get from Mr. Stewart money to build a house or two in Korea? You know how

desperately houses are needed. Somehow special gifts come for about everything else, but not

for houses. We need houses at Pyeng Yang, Chai Ryong and Chong Ju.

At the meeting of the Board yesterday two more men were appointed for Korea, the Rev.

Edwin Kagin and the Rev. C.C. Sawtell. Mr. Kagin is a single man, but Mr. Sawtell will

probably go married.

With warm regards, I remain,

Cordially yours,

A.J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel#283, Volume 242 (part 3), letter #130)



Madison, Indiana June 8, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue

New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter concerning the gift for Publication Fund reached me yesterday and I immediately

forwarded the letters to the Messrs. Stewart and Mr. Kellogg. The Board’s action was very clear and

of course satisfactory in every way. 1 hope we may receive more from the donors. How I wish I

might secure gifts for some houses for I realize how greatly we need them.

The copy of your letter to the Korea Mission of date April 16
th which you sent to Dr. Gale to

forward to me reached me here three days ago, Dr. Gale having failed to notice that it was to be sent

to me. I want to keep it for a few days and will then send to you as requested.

I am glad, indeed, to know of the appointment of two new men to Korea - but now comes the

news of the return of Dr. & Mrs. Null on account of ill health. If that vacancy is not immediately

fdled or if the man for the position does not become available for some months I want to put in a

request for the appointment of Dr. Robert W. Dunlop who finishes his 4
,h
year at John’s Hopkins this

month and goes into hospital work in Pittsburgh for a year. He will be ready for the field in another

year He is an unusually fine man - of fine family and antecedents and I trust you may keep him in

mind for Korea. Do not know whether he has yet applied but he has been preparing for it for some

years. He is a W. & J. [Washington & Jefferson] graduate honor man and the churches in

Washington, Pennsylvania under lead of Mrs. James D. Moffat have in mind the raising of his salary

for the field.

I leave here Monday the 10
th
via Chicago where I expect to remain a day - reaching

California the 15
,h

. We plan to sail for Korea July 9
th

. I have hopes of receiving a gift for the Pyeng

Yang college before leaving America but we cannot count on anything until it is in hand.

Address until July 9
th

,
San Rafael, California. Thanking you for all your good letters -

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #104)



New York, New York

To the Korea Mission:

June 10, 1907 Arthur Judson Brown

Dear Friends:

I am very happy in being able to report to you the gift of $4000 gold for a Publication Fund

for the Mission. Ever since the plan for a union with the Methodists and others in the Press fell

through we have shared your anxiety that something should be done to secure a Christian literature

which would aid in the instruction of the Korean Church and in the evangelistic work among the

numerous Christian population. The Rev. Dr. S.A. Moffett is entitled to the credit for the gift which

has now been secured. The following minute of the Board explains the matter:

“An appropriation of $4000 gold was made for a fund for publishing evangelical

literature and Christian textbooks in Korea, this sum being composed of special gifts for this

purpose from Mr. Lyman Stewart, Mr. Milton Stewart and Mr. Giles Kellogg, of Los

Angeles, California. It is understood that this fund may be raised to a total of $10,000,

though the Board cannot guarantee that such an addition will be made, simply expressing its

cordial readiness to make supplementary appropriations for this purpose, provided additional

sums shall be received which are contributed for this purpose without interfering with the

income of the Board which is required for its annual obligations. It is also understood that

these funds shall be used only for the purpose of evangelization and education in Christian

life and that they are not furnished for the purpose of printing secular educational literature.

The Board directed that the fund be administered through the Korea Mission by a

Committee, the Board suggesting to the Mission the desirability that the Rev. Dr. S.A.

Moffett should be the Chairman of such Committee, he having had special relations to the

donors and having been chiefly instrumental in securing the gift. The plan is that the

publications made out of this fund are to be sold at a price somewhat above cost so as to

guard against loss and to keep the plan intact for use as a permanent Fund.

The Board expressed to the givers its grateful appreciation of their generous and

sympathetic interest.”

The conditions indicated in the Board’s action are made by the givers, who also expressed a

desire that Dr Moffett should be a member of the Committee. We are aware that this will commend

itself to your judgment. We shall expect the Committee to report to us from time to time regarding

the use of the fund, not only for our information, but for that of the givers.

The furlough of Dr. and Mrs. James S. Gale has been extended to July 1
st on account of ill

health of Mrs. Gale. Her health is, however, so far improved that there is now no doubt about her

being able to go at the time indicated.

It seems a strange providence that your force should be so weakened by death and

resignation and ill health at the very time when the splendid spiritual prosperity of that work is

making such added demands upon you. It seems to me that this is the time when the force in Korea

ought not only to be maintained at its full strength, but ought to be very greatly increase . wis we

were in a position to send a score of new missionaries and to send you a large a ltiona

appropriation. Unfortunately for reasons which you fully understand and which I need not

recapitulate, we cannot do this. The Board strongly feels that at the very least, owever, your orce
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must be maintained, and to this end I have very great pleasure in reporting that in addition to the

Rev. and Mrs. Roberts, the Rev. and Mrs. Greenfield and Miss Butts and Miss Heron, of whose

appointment you have already been notified, the Board at its last meeting appointed the Rev. Edwin

Kagin and the Rev. Case C. Sawtell.

Mr. Kagin is a single man, was educated at Centre College and Kentucky Presbyterian

Theological Seminary, and has very fine testimonials. Mr. Sawtell will probably be married before

sailing. He was educated at Bellevue College and Omaha Theological Seminary and his testimonials

also are remarkably satisfactory. We have every reason to believe that you are getting four strong

men and two fine single women. We have just closed our Tenth Annual Conference with newly-

appointed Missionaries. It was of extraordinary interest and value. The missionaries under

assignment to your Mission were present with the exception of Mr. Sawtell. They made a splendid

impression upon us all. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts, Mr. Kagin, Miss Butts and probably Mr. Sawtell will

sail August 8
th from San Francisco. Mr. and Mrs. Greenfield expect to sail August 22nd from

Vancouver, and Miss Heron will go with her father and mother July 9
th

. You will therefore know

about when to expect them. I have suggested to the new missionaries that they telegraph Fusan from

Japan so that the brethren there will be prepared to meet them and start them northwest.

You will, of course, see reports of the Assembly in your religious papers from home. It was

my turn to stay in the office this year, so that I did not go, but my colleagues who were present have

brought back enthusiastic reports. They say that the Assembly gave large attention to foreign

missions, that there was not a breath of criticism, and that the Assembly gave undoubtable evidence

that the cause of foreign missions is very close to the heart of the Church, the Assembly told the

Church that the Board should have one million five hundred thousand dollars for its work this fiscal

year. If we could only get that sum, we could provide not only for the regular budget but for a

number of other things which are pressing most urgently for attention. In some fields a small

increase of missionary salaries appears necessary, in many fields new property, particularly

residences, is distressingly needed, and everywhere the native work needs strengthening. Of course,

we can not count upon such an addition to our resources before we get it, but the fact that the

Assembly has made such a recommendation to the Church gives us courage. We have had two

special conferences of the Board’s officers and its Home Department Committee, and we are making

plans for a special effort throughout the whole Church with a view to getting the money required tor

the proper maintenance and enlargement of the work. We rejoice greatly that we were able to finish

last year, the largest year by far in all the history of the Presbyterian Foreign Missions, without any

indebtedness, but there still remain over $90,000 of the accumulated deficits of the three preceding

years. Our receipts never equal our expenditures between the first of May and the first ot December,

and we have to borrow money at the bank to keep up the pledges to the missionaries until the full

contributions of the churches come in in larger volume. We must therefore move cautiously, but we

have every reason to face the future with hope.

I am sure, my dear friends, that you will join us all in special prayer that God may more

mightily stir His people; and I trust too, that you will help in the good work, not by calling upon your

friends and supporting churches for special gifts outside of the regular grants, but by writing letters

and newspaper articles, the effect of which will be to secure more funds toward the pledges which

the Board has already made, for there is no hope of any permanent advance in our work abroad

except through the regular channels of our Board. Everything else is purely sporadic and temporary,

and if it does help the cause, it does so at the expense of the regular work. If all the missionaries
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would unite with the Board in bringing united pressure to bear upon the Church, the Board would

soon be in a position not only to meet its pledges to the missions, but to give them the advances that

they so urgently need.

The Rev. Leander Chamberlain, D.D., President of the Evangelical Alliance of the United

States has published a book entitled “The True Doctrine of Prayer.” I have not yet had time to read it

with care, but the parts that 1 have seen impressed me as exceedingly rich and helpful. I know Dr.

Chamberlain also as an able and consecrated Christian worker. And the Rev. Dr. William R.

Huntington of Grace Episcopal Church of New York, a high authority, warmly commends the book.

Dr. Chamberlain wishes us to send a copy of his book with his compliments to each of our mission

stations, and you will in due time receive your copies. They should of course be considered the

property of the Station for the use of all its members.

With warm regards to all the members of the Mission,

I am as ever,

Affectionately yours,

A.J. Brown

(from Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, (part 3), letter #132)



Chicago, Illinois June 12, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 5
th Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

I have not yet secured money for a house although 1 have put in claims for it in several places

from which there may yet come definite results. I have, however, a check for a small amount to

cover another specific object and doubtless it will be welcome even though it does not provide for a

house.

In February I spoke in Dr. Boyle’s church in Lake Forest and as I wrote you shortly

afterward I made mention of several specific needs at Dr. Boyle’s request. The offering taken that

day brought the promise from Mr. Farwell of the sum mentioned for the work in Chong Ju under Mr.

F.S. Miller. It is for “Balance of site and Book Room.” Dr. Boyle told me that he would see that this

was sent on to the treasurer naming the object for which given. I heard nothing further about it and

supposed that it had been sent on and appropriated by the Board long ago. Today under an

appointment made for me by Mr. B.M. Brown we called upon Mr. Farwell at Lake Forest. Mr

Farwell remarked that the church treasurer had never called upon him for the sum although he had

several times told him it was ready when wanted - and that now he might as well give me a check for

the amount. Of course I accepted it and here it is enclosed, endorsed by me and made payable to Mr.

Day. It is for $240°°. Will you please see that it is appropriated for the Book Room, etc. of the

Chong Ju station and word sent to Mr. Miller?

Now there is one possible complication which I wish to mention. This was pledged in

connection with the offering taken in Dr. Boyle’s church at the Sunday morning service, but is paid

direct to me and not through the Church Treasurer. Dr. Boyle may feel (and rightly) that it should be

credited as an offering from his church and not under the head of “miscellaneous” as from Mr.

Farwell. May I look to you to see that what is best along that line is done - for I have had no time in

which to communicate with Dr. Boyle and the thought of this did not occur to me in time to speak of

it to Mr. Farwell. At the same time as I am leaving now for San Francisco I do not want to delay

sending in the check. The sooner the money is in the treasurer’s hands the better.

On other subjects I shall write you after arrival in San Rafael. You will hear from Mrs.

McCormick of the promise of another one thousand dollars for the Theological Seminary in Pyeng

Yang to be used for equipment and for a larger auditorium in it to meet the needs
,

e

Training Classes which have grown to such large proportions. This will make $6000 in all for the

Theological building & equipment.

I shall be glad if occasion arises for me to write you another letter or so on the subject of

more gifts before I leave for Korea.

With kindest regards

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, #107)



Graham Lee
i \/r to June 14, 1907

Minneapolis, Minnesota

1819 Dupont Ave.

Dear Dr. Brown:

Yesterday I received a letter from Moffett enclosing your letter of April 16^'tothe Korea Mission and

Yesterday 1 rece
^
eQ

. th letter has made me very sad, indeed. The letter 1 speak of deals

I can t help ut te you, r.

confession of sin and your recommendations in regard to it. There is just

with your discussion of the pu
J through the experience of last winter,

and that fact is this. had

Jn they had t0 confess what was in their hearts to get peace. 1 am sure

of sin we would h„e grieved .he Spirit of God uud convtcon of

sin would have ceased.

n Brown the result of all this public confession of sin has been good, only good. II saved [one

missionary ]
from eietnal destruction and if nothing ete warned it™

s“ has been^oiTd

all, thank God! God has put hts seal on the work done " “
”*',1 of which we neve, knew before

-— -

—

God’s Spirit should work.

Vnnr letter sounds like one we received from Fusan and it makes me think that perhaps you have also

ree.,vedl^"et

'

no, Of. Brown, do you no, realise ^ lha,

Mission more anxiety than any problem we ever
and cleanse that which has

God’s Spirit would be manifested in Fusan and.that he.would tog out into tn^^^^^ be such a

been such a hindrance all these years, or t at t eve is i

_ conf,rm them in their attitude

situation without it. And now what will
apJ^g . Can you not trust us? Have we

of mind that the confession of sin which started in Pyeng
8

{ deal ,ng with this situation? I’m not

showed in the past such a lack ofjudgment tha you
anything iike that in my heart but I can’t help

writing this in the spirit of criticism. God forgive me ‘ fthe^'s anything iiKe

{^ had and the

====£=r-SSSSSir-
Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol.237, letter #110)



New York City June 20, 1907 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Graham Lee, D.D.,

1819 Dupont Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota

My dear Dr. Lee:

It seems to me that you misunderstood my mission letter of April 16
th

. I thought that the

missionaries would read between the lines that my reference was primarily to the case of [the

missionary you mentioned]. Of course I believe in the confession of sin, and that the confession

should be as public as the knowledge of the sin. But when the sin is adultery and known only to

a very few, I see no good but only harm by allowing it to have wide publicity not only among
mature Christian people but boys and girls and a scoffing, irreligious foreign community which

will be certain to use it to the disadvantage of the cause. [This man’s] advisers in his presbytery

in [his home state] are wisely confining the matter to five prudent men.

I went over my letter carefully with my fellow-Secretaries, Mr. Speer, and Dr. Halsey,

before I sent it and they both gave it their strong approval. Interpreted from the view-point of

the case [in point], I think it was sound, though I am exceedingly sorry that through any failure

to make my position clear, I caused you distress. I thank God with all my heart for the

wonderful manifestation of His power in Korea. I have read every line on the subject that has

come to me both in letters and in printed statements. We do understand the situation, if the

missionaries in their many letters have explained it rightly. Your own leaflet we have published

and re-published. But such a time is one of tremendous excitement and sometimes those who
are at a distance may be in a better position to judge as to the wisdom of some of the particular

manifestations of it. When friends who are in very deep sympathy with the work and the

spiritual movement as a whole doubt the expediency of one special phase of the movement, I do

not think it ought to be assumed that they do not understand the situation or that they “might be

willing to deprive us of our blessing in prescribing the method in which God should work.”

The Board at its meeting yesterday (the 17
th

instant) took the following action:

“The Board approved the action of the Korea Mission in sending the Rev. Dr. Graham Lee to this country

on account of ill-health, Dr. Lee writing that he expected to return to Korea in August, and that he was hoping to

make the trip without expense to the Board. In view of the plan of Dr. Lee, the Board voted that his field salary

should be continued.”

The suggestion about expenses was incorporated in view of your own statement in your

letter of May 10
th

. Some of us feel that you ought not to bear such an expense if it will involve

you in any inconvenience. I wish you would write me frankly on the subject. I stand ready to

ask the Board to pay the cost of your travel one way if you wish me to do so, and I am confident

that the Board would make the necessary grant.

Regarding the industrial man, the following action was taken:

“The Board expressed its readiness to appoint a suitable man for the Anna Davis Industrial Department of

the Pyeng Yang Academy, Korea, provided the Rev. Dr. Graham Lee can secure his support as an extra for a period

of not less than three years.”
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You will appreciate the importance of the Board’s having a guarantee of more than one

year for of course, a man could not be brought b ack at the expiration of the first year and of

course also it would not be right to lessen the grants to the other work of the Mission in order to

sustain this man.

We are still very doubtful about the wisdom of appointing any man forty-five years of

age However, I can not of course pronounce a final opinion until we have all the details which

our application blanks call for. I am sending you under separate cover two sets of application

blanks. If you still think it wise, send a set to Mr. McMurtrie and keep the other for any younger

man you may run across. We will give any application prompt attention.

I hope that your health is improving. It would be a joy if we could see you and have a

talk with you, but it would hardly be wise to take such a long and expensive journey, especially

at this hot season.

Affectionately yours,

A.J. Brown

(from microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, Part 3, unnumbered letter)



San Rafael, California July 3, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter of June 28
,h

is just at hand and I am glad to hear that the gift for Taiku has

materialized. It is for The Training Class Building at Taiku for which in the request of the Mission $1000

was asked but which in the report of the Station which I had in hand at the time I spoke of it - only $500

was mentioned as the sum needed.

The gift came in this way. At the Omaha Conference I spoke in an afternoon meeting in the

Knox Church and incidentally remarked that I knew of no place where an investment of $500 promised

greater result than in the Training Class Building needed in Taiku station for the rapidly growing training

classes of that station.

Dr. Arnold of First Church Kansas City came to see me afterwards and asked more specifically

about it and said that as his church was supporting Mr. Adams he would like to have his church provide

that building. An elder of his church was also present and I discussed the question with them telling them

that their regular church offering for the Board should not be applied to a special work of this kind but

that if in addition to their regular offering they could raise $500 as a special gift over and above what they

would otherwise give it would be a fine thing to do. Dr. Arnold the next day told me to write Mr. Adams

that he would guarantee the gift from his church by 1
st

of July and to make his plans accordingly. I am

glad indeed to know that his promise is now fulfilled and I trust it may be appropriated for the “Bible

Training Class Building of Taiku Station”.

This may not be enough to enable them to erect just such a building as they now see they need,

for the work is growing at such a rate that plans of a year ago no longer adequately meet present needs -

but it will erect part of it and the building can be added to later - or funds for the rest of it may become

available in some way - by further appropriation from the Board if you can see your way clear to that - or

by some special gift. I have a special personal gift of $100 which I expect to put in where it seems most

needed when I get back to the field and on the situation. Perhaps it will go to Taiku.

We shall soon see in and around Taiku just such a large work as we have seen in Pyengyang and

they greatly need larger equipment. Word from Korea tells me that the doctors there have no hope of

expectation that Dr. Null will be able to return to Korea. It is a great pity but if that proves to be the case

I very greatly hope that Dr. Dunlop, of whom I wrote, may be the man to fill the vacancy next year.

I have been in communications with Mr. W.L. Green of Pasadena, California with reference to

our need of $1000 for college buildings at Pyengyang and he has the matter under serious consideration.

He writes me that within the last month he has written Mr. Speer concerning me, but I do not know

whether he mentioned this question of the Pyengyang College. I drop you this information that you may

know in the office of my hope that Mr. Green may make provision for this need. I shall continue my

correspondence with him. In Pasadena I was the guest of Mr. H.P. Crowell of Chicago who introduced

me to Mr. Green and commended our Korean work.

We are in the midst of packing preparing to sail next week.

With kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #117)



Minneapolis, Minnesota July 3, 1907 James A. Paige

Rev. & Mrs. S.A. Moffett & son James

My dear cousins,

It would be a joy ofmy life could I be with you on the 9th at your departure for Korea,

and with word of good cheer give you each my parting embrace and blessing. Being denied this

loving office and privilege myself, I am glad and fortunate to be represented by a substitute so

acceptable to you all as Emma. We have had a short and precious visit with you. We are glad to

have seen your dear faces for a little while, and heard your story of the Lord’s blessed work; and

now we bid you God speed to it again. May His dear presence attend and abide with you. We
love you, but would not keep you. Even your mother Fish, tho’ so ill and frail, would not detain

you. You have before you an inspiring work and hope to invite and wing you on. Go, in the joy

of the Lord and love of His name. Trust all the dear ones you leave behind to His everlasting

and ever-loving arms. Be of good cheer. Be glad and rejoice in Him. I commend you to Him
and the word of His grace. Now in His beloved name I bid you my loving farewell, Num. 6:24-

26.

James A. Paige

This seems my last chance to say the last word. Hope it will reach you.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Chai Ryung, Korea July 14, 1907 Floy Donaldson Koons

My dear Mrs. Moffett,

Will be so glad to see you back at the old stand again. I am hungry for a visit with you,

though you may hardly believe me from the number of letters I have written you. Still I have

thought of you very often in my busy hours, which have been most of the time.

Mr. Koons went to the country yesterday to be gone from four days to a week. He has

been so busy with building this Spring that his country work has had to suffer. And now he is

called to Anak to attend to straightening out some trouble the church people have gotten into.

Dr. Whiting has been having an attack of dysentery this week, and though much better, is

still pretty weak. Mrs. Whiting is well.

Elizabeth hasn’t been sick a day. She has four teeth, creeps all over on her hands and

knees, climbs up by whatever she can find to catch on to, and has to be watched constantly or

she gets into mischief. She is the one that keeps us livened up these hot days.

The Whitings leave for Syen Chun the first of August and then we shall leave for a

vacation up the river again this summer. And Mr. Koons needs it for he is very tired from the

building, though he has kept well.

Our house is well under way - just about ready for the American lumber and doors. It

will be ready to move into very soon after Annual Meeting. We shall move in as soon as we get

a place where we can eat and sleep and finish the rest as we can.

You see we have to get out of here as soon as we can this fall so the Whitings can come

in here, and the Hunts have the other end of the house.

A warm welcome home again! With lots of love for yourself and Jamie Boy, and

warmest regards to Dr. Moffett.

Most sincerely yours,

Floy D. Koons

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea October 7, 1907 Charles F. Bemheisel

To the Christian Endeavorers

Chicago Presbytery

My dear Friends:-

I fully intended to write to you along in the summer but did not accomplish my desire for

some reason or other. This community has quite a unique way of taking a summer vacation and

one that I would recommend to anyone who is so situated that it is possible. We hire one o

long flat bottomed, broad upper river boats and build a little house on it and spend from two to

three weeks or a month on them, going up into the mountains where the scenery is most

beautiful and the water cool and refreshing and trout fishing good. It so happens that many of

my groups are close beside the river so that this summer Mrs. Bemheisel and I spent two weeks

visiting these churches and then spent another ten days just doing nothing but having a good

restfuUime. At one time there were seven house boats together on the river so that we felt like

the whole community had taken to the water.

After that we had a Bible Conference here for one week and had a very spiritually helpful

time. We find it necessary to pause once in a while and refresh ourselves at the fountain of life

lest our own little spring run dry from the continual drain that is imposed upon it.

After that we went to Seoul for a week to attend the meeting of the General Council

composed of all the missionaries of the various missions in the country who are thus meeting

together with the desire of preparing the way for the union into one native church of all the

various churches now at work in this country. A good start has been made and we have faith to

believe that it will be accomplished before many years.

Coming back home we had the privilege of entertaining in succession all those who

attended the meetings of the Presbyterian Council, the Presbytery and the Annual Meeting of our

Mission The Council met on the 13
th
of September and on the 17 it adjourned to meet that day

with the Korean elders for the organization of the Korean ^depcmdent Pres^

was a day of great significance to the church in this country. Dr. Moffett was elected the first

Moderator of the Presbytery thus formed. We proceeded at once to examine the seven

for the minishyand after they had passed creditably we ^ed Uta. e=gas he „me

for the ordination service. A large audience assembled in the Central Chu^ that
"
J

witness the solemn and impressive service. The seven men knelt in front of the pulpit vvhile

missionaries and the Korean elders came forward and while ihe modcrator of ered prayer 11

imposed their hands on the men and thereby set them apart to the Gospel ministry. They

first ordained ministers of the Presbyterian Church of Korea.

One of the noteworthy acts of the newly organized Presbytery was fomatooni of a

missionary society and the appointment of one of the new ministers as a missionary to the island

r^elpTr,oS Southwestcoast of Korea, where .here ,s as ye,- m=w„rk*«
except it be some by the Catholics. Thus the Church starts out as a missionary church.
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that it is only a prophecy of the future character of the church. The Presbytery continued in

session three days and then adjourned to meet in Seoul next year. On the 22
nd

our Mission

commenced its session and continued till the 30
th

. Nothing unusual occurred. We had a very

nice meeting indeed and there was present throughout the most perfect harmony and good will.

The Mission has enjoyed a very prosperous year indeed. There have been 3421 adult baptisms

this year, an increase of 600 over the past year. The whole Mission now reports nearly 60,000

adherents, a gain of sixteen thousand over last year. The other Missions are making the same

advances. So it will readily be seen that Christianity is making itself felt in this country to rather

a remarkable degree. The total contributions for the year amount to $40,088.48 or more than

$2.50 per capita for the baptized membership.

We were highly favored this year in having with us as guests Mr. Louis H. Severance of

Cleveland and Harlan P. Beach. Mr. Severance was with us throughout the meetings and took a

very deep interest in everything. We enjoyed having such men visit us and hope that more such

laymen will find their way out to the Mission field for we believe that it will be for the best

interest of the church at home to do so.

In a few days I will commence my fall itineration and from now till Christmas will be in

the country [rural areas] most of the time. Mrs. Bemheisel plans to hold several Bible study

classes in my district this fall for the women. We ask for your continued prayers not only in our

own particular work but in the work of the Mission as a whole.

Very sincerely

Your missionary

Charles F. Bemheisel

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #153)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Father and Mother,

October 16, 1907 Alice F. Moffett

Every day I have thought that surely I should find time to at least begin a letter. I am
very sorry for this long silence for it must have caused you anxiety, but all has been well with us

and it is only the rush of meetings and the care of a large family which has kept me from writing.

Since September 1st we have had the meetings of the Presbyterian Council, then Presbytery, then

the Annual Mission meeting and following that, other visitors who came to hold a conference on

Japanese work in Korea. Most of the time we have had from nine to thirteen in the family, and

all the time I keep watch of Jamie because, though happy with the Koreans, he cannot yet make

himself understood and trouble is apt to arise which needs adjustment in English.

After Annual Meeting, and while we still had a family of nine for conference on Japanese

work, I began my class in physiology in the girls’ school and took up daily teaching in Miss

Best’s special class for women workers, which makes ten classes a week for me for the present.

I think I have sufficiently accounted for not writing, but still I do wish I had sent postals saying

“All well.”

This meeting of Council was very eventful and historic. At its opening Sam said to me
casually, “Well, I do not expect to have much to do in Council this year.” But he was greatly

taken by surprise for the body at once called him unanimously to be its Moderator. This was a

great honor for he had filled the office only three years before and did not dream of election this

time, but the Council insisted because he is the pastor of this church, because as the earliest man

on the field (in Dr. Underwood’s absence) it should be his place to organize Presbytery, and the

majority of the men to be ordained as pastors come from this district. So Sam had the pleasure

and honor of declaring the organization of the first Presbytery of the Church in Korea and of

leading the ordination service (a very impressive one) of the first seven native pastors of that

Church. One of these the Church sends as a missionary to the Koreans on the Island of Quelpart

[Cheju Do].

After Mission meeting closed we had as guests Mr. and Mrs. Curtis who have been

transferred from Japan to work among the Japanese in Korea, (Mrs. Curtis is a daughter of Dr.

A.T. Pierson) and with them were Dr. and Mrs. Davis of Kioto, Japan for a conference on the

Japanese work. Dr. Davis came to Japan 36 years ago and is one of the founders of the Doshisha

University, Kioto.

But I must begin to tell you about Jamie boy and let Mission news wait for another time.

He has grown and changed and developed so I hardly know where to begin to tell you about him.

His little bed is right beside ours and the first thing in the morning I hear a sweet voice saying,

“Mama, I’m coming” and over the “fence” comes our boy to pile into bed between us and say

“Now let’s aU kiss”, and then “Papa tell Jamie -tory.” So while Mama dresses, Papa and Jamie

tell “tories”. Then Boy is dressed and we come out to prayers - Jamie can say almost all the big

words in the Lord’s Prayer now. He can say all of his evening prayer and knows “Little Jack

Homer” and “Rock-a-bye Baby, in the tree top.” After breakfast Boy is off for a play in the yard

for all the morning. Sometimes I am with him for part of the time, then a Korean woman takes
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charge. He goes down to the vegetable garden and brings the beans or carrots for dinner, then he

feeds the goats with leaves and builds rock houses under his big willow tree. He is learning

Korean very fast now and never fails to distinguish between the new words of both languages.

Sometimes when he hears a new English word he says “What does Pak-si say it is?” and then

does not fail to remember the two words together. The other day when a large squash was

brought to the kitchen he said “Mama what is it?” “A squash.” “What does Pak-si say it is?”

“Pak-si calls it a “hobak” - and then he went round with a little game of his own, naming all the

Koreans he knows saying they all say “hobak” but Mama and Jamie say “squash”. This is

repeated over and over with new words in both languages so that I think he has the advantage

over children here who mixed them for a year or two. He often carries messages to the kitchen

for me if I give him the Korean word. And how he does chatter all day long. Down among the

grape vines he has learned to take off the skins and take out the seeds and once when we were

there together he looked up with the most charming side-long glance and said “Mama be very

careful - not swallow seeds. Fm not swallow seeds.” “I’m” is his favorite pronoun. Just now he

put a sofa pillow on the floor, sat down upon it and said “Here’s mama bird sitting on nest - keep

baby birds warm. Papa bird gone way off get worm for baby birds.” Sometimes he puts in my

hand some imaginary money saying “Mama take money, let’s go way off on big steamer, - see

Grandpa, Grandma. Shall we?” Then, “Mama I want penlaw (pencil) write letter - make big

round kisses for Grandpa and Grandma and Cousin Emma and Miss Walker.” When he looks at

Grandpa’s picture he always goes through the list of the things Grandpa did - saw wood, feed

chickens, give Jamie egg and grape juice, get paper and go on chu chu car.” Sometimes he

brings out the Korean testaments and hymn books and calls all the Koreans who may be on the

place to sit down with him on the floor and sing and read and pray while he leads them through it

all. I have cautioned them not to laugh about it with him, so it is all gone through with very

solemnly. This morning he surprised us by saying, “Papa, let’s get big long ladder and go up in

heaven where Jesus is. Shall we?” Papa and Boy are great chums and Boy misses Papa very

much when he has to go away from home. He left today for a week’s trip among country

churches.

Mission work is growing oh, so fast on every side and the schools are crowded full. The

Academy has opened with 450 students in place of about 300 last year and the advanced school

for girls has 125 in place of 82 last year. The buildings in both cases are much too small. We
are all very well - Miss Strang is busy and happy in her school - she sends love to you all. The

last home letters tell me that Mother is better but still away from home. I am glad Father’s

hearing is better. Miss Walker’s delightful letters are a great treat. I mean to answer as soon as

possible. How thankful I am that Cousin Emma and Laura are in the home.

With all love from all to all,

Your loving,

Alice

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea probably early November, 1907 Alice F. Moffett

[incomplete letter from Alice Moffett to her parents in San Rafael, California]

arrived from Southern Korea - we are trying to establish a little goat farm for the milk.

We were on the front verandah the other evening when Papa pointed out a brilliant star to

Jamie and quick as a wink he turned to me and said, “That not guiding star - that just bright star.”

The Bethlehem story was in his little mind.

One morning as we were all three in our dressing room together Jamie went to his toy

box, pulled out a bundle of blue cord and holding it at arm’s length said with a great effort at

severity, “Blue string all off red chu chu car! Who is somebody that pulled it off?” You should

see him strutting about the back yard after the stately white geese, or pacing back and forth

tooting his horn with a stick over his shoulder shouting at intervals, “Mama, Jamie is soldier

boy.” Sometimes he plays he is a little horse and then he almost always speaks of Eyelet, of
Grandma in the carriage, of Grandpa feeding sugar and of Eyelet going “sleepy bye” on straw in

“Mr. Rob’s” stable. He remembers Grandpa sawing wood, feeding chickens, giving Jamie egg
and grape juice, getting the paper and then going of on the “chu chu cars.”

Often he says of some new thing, “Mama, where did it come from? Grandpa’s house,

over big ocean, on steamer?” I could write about him by the hour and you and I would both

enjoy it, I know. But letter time has flown for today. It is such a blessing to have him so strong

and well and so happy. There are wonderful times in the church here. Another new building

must be put up as soon as possible to take another congregation from the overcrowded Central

Church [Changdaehyun Church]. More schools are needed everywhere and opportunities seem
greater than ever. Thank God that His grace and strength are all sufficient, for we feel very weak
in the midst of so great a work, but the ocean of His grace is all about us.

Love, a heart full, to you, my dear ones - and to all the household. God bless and keep
you all in health,

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea November 1, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 5
th
Avenue, New York

My Dear Dr. Brown:

I did not expect to be so long in writing you after our arrival in Korea, but such a

multitude of things as I found awaiting me has kept me busy all the time and I have not yet

nearly caught up with the work which is urgently pressing for attention. I can now only briefly

write of a few things so as to tell of the work of the station and to once more put myself in touch

with you.

After Annual Meeting and Council [the Presbyterian Council, made up of representatives

of all four Presbyterian missions in Korea] and Presbytery of which I will write a little later, the

Station work got fairly under way and progress is seen in every direction.

In the Central Church we are still struggling with the problem of how to accommodate
the congregation. A separate service for women in the morning with from 800 to 1000 in

attendance and a service for men only in the afternoon with from 1200 to 1500 in attendance is

so far the only way in which to meet the situation. We must have another church but the last two

sent off have not yet fully completed their buildings.

I was rejoiced upon my return from America to find the South Gate Church finally

completed with capacity for some 750 people, the North Church nearly finished seating 450 and

the new or Fourth Church with its first wing to seat about 800 people, just about ready for the

first service which was held in September. All four of the churches have commanding sites and

so located as to touch the entire city. One more church to the West is now needed to relieve the

congestion at the Central Church and then what we shall do when all five of the churches are

crowded we do not as yet know.

[The] Academy and College opened with some 450 pupils enrolled and the buildings are

taxed to the uttermost. Buildings are imperatively needed. The school for women & girls

opened also with 135 enrolled - everything crowded. The new building for training classes &
Girls School is now under way but will not nearly meet the needs for the developing school and

so it is hoped to secure another gift for the Girls’ School allowing the present plant to be used for

the Training Classes & other work for women which under Miss Best’s direction is now
assuming such proportions as to need all the present equipment.

The site for the Theological Seminary is now being graded and the materials are largely

on hand to be worked up this winter so that the building may go up in the Spring. So great was

the pressure of work upon all that it was impossible for anyone to start those buildings before I

came and I am now forcing the time to attend to preparations for building.

Country work is still moving by leaps and bounds and the ingathering is greater than

ever. Each missionary still reports more work than he can attend to. Mr. Swallen on a two
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weeks trip baptized 221 people. On my Eastern small circuit in one week 72 were received by
baptism. Last year was the best . This year will certainly be the best .

Mr. McCune has been given a small country circuit off of Mr. Lee’s territory and it is

developing a large number of churches. Mr. McCune will do a magnificent work whether along
educational or evangelistic lines or both and is winning the Koreans to him in a fine way.

Miss Butts was assigned to Pyeng Yang and is hard at work on the language. We are

greatly needing another single woman, for our country class work for women has only Miss Best
to supply its needs and she can do only 1/10 of what ought to be done if only we had the force of
workers.

Dr. Wells has had to make several trips to Syen Chun, as pending the arrival of another
physician he must meet the medical needs of both Pyengyang and Syen Chun. We eagerly await
the Board’s response to the cable message for a physician. Mr. Lee is far from well and we are

doing all we can to relieve him of some of his burdens - but where each one is already carrying
all he can bear, we relieve him at the expense of some other work.

I think a great mistake was made in not sending us re-enforcements for Korea this year.

Some of the older men are breaking and cannot possibly do the same amount of work as they
have done the last ten years. We need some more men to be preparing to take up part of this

work.

Now to go back to Council meeting and Presbytery. This is a great year in the history of
the Church in Korea. The Council decided to go ahead with the organization of the Korean
Presbyterian Church and on September 17, 1907 just at noon the Moderator’s gavel announced
that the Presbytery had been constituted in accordance with the authority given by the General
Assemblies of the four Presbyterian Churches whose missions were united in the Council.

The Presbytery had at its organization representative elders from 36 fully organized
churches, at least 2 other churches with elders not being represented. The Presbytery then

elected its officers and as its first work, began the examination of the seven men who had
finished the theological course of 5 years and proceeded to their ordination. At the night

meeting in a very impressive service the seven men were ordained - the first ordained

Presbyterian ministers of the Korean church.

The Presbytery in its first meeting consisted after the ordination of these men, of 32
foreign missionaries and 40 Korean ministers and elders. Presbytery has ecclesiastical

jurisdiction over a church with 17,890 communicants; 21,482 catechumens, 38 fully organized

churches, 984 churches not all fully organized, adherents numbering 69,098 and day schools 402
with 8,61

1
pupils under instruction. This church last year contributed yen 94,227 for all

purposes ($47,1 13.50).

Presbytery adopted its own Confession of Faith and Form of Government. 1 enclose a
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copy in English from which the Korean translation was made. You will notice that the

Confession of Faith is the same as that of the Presbyterian Church in India - with the addition of

the Shorter Catechism as the catechism of the Church - and that the Form of Government

follows largely that adopted in India but that in several important particulars, features are

introduced which are an outgrowth of our already developed policy in Korea. Art. IV, Section 3

(b) © (d) and Rules 1 and 3 cover the main points of difference.

Presbytery granted permission for Mr. Kil Sun Chu to accept the call as Pastor of the

Central Church, Pyengyang, and provided for his installation. The other ordained men were

appointed as pastors or co-pastors over groups of churches until the next meeting of presbytery -

all except one - and in his case presbytery took what is perhaps the most significant action of its

session. One of the seven men ordained, Yi Ki-Poong, was set aside as a missionary to the

Island of Quelpart [Cheju Do] and the whole Church asked to provide the means for sending him

there. He and his wife with one or more Helpers [are] to go to the people of that island, proclaim

the Gospel and establish the Church. Sixteen years ago he stoned me on the streets of

Pyengyang and now he goes as the first missionary of the Presbyterian Church in Korea!

The one great regret was the absence of Dr. Underwood to whom should have gone the

privilege and honor which the Council and then the Presbytery gave to me in making me
Moderator of Council to constitute the Presbytery and Moderator of Presbytery to preside at the

ordination of the first ministers and over the session of the first meeting of the Presbyterian

Church in Korea.

There are other matters in the Minutes of Annual Meeting, Presbytery and Council of

which I want to write but I must defer them for the present.

I trust the printed copy of reports of Mission has reached you safely.

In closing I want to express our sympathy with Mrs. Brown in the great sorrow which has

come to her. I saw the notice of it in the Observer.

With kindest regards -

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

I am sending you a copy of the photograph of the Presbytery and one of the seven ministers who
were ordained.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #163)



Pyengyang, Korea November 16, 1907 Alice M. Butts

Dear Auntie Mclntyre:-

This is Saturday evening and although I have thought of you often, this time I am going to write.

In the last letter from home mamma spoke of your visit and how pleased they were to see you. I was
sorry not to have seen you before leaving home. But I was in such a hurry getting ready - for there was so

much to do to get ready to be gone so long - that I could not get down to see you and you were not able to

come up to see us. Mary wrote of her visit to cousin Loris’s, which she enjoyed.

I arrived here August 30, so it is about two months and a half since I arrived. I am located at

Pyeng Yang which is the chief city of the north. They have a boys’ school and a girls’ school located

here with an attendance of over 600 students. Only Christian students are admitted, as we feel that we do
more by educating them and sending them forth as leaders among their own people. The Koreans make
very energetic Christians. When he is converted he does not sit down and enjoy it all by himself, but goes

out and tells others about Him. The result is new groups of believers are often formed where a missionary

has never been. The work of the missionary is largely to educate and instruct these believers so as to

make better Christians of them and more competent to lead others to Christ. That is the reason why only

Christian students are admitted to these schools.

Here in Pyeng Yang also is located the Theological Seminary where all the native preachers of

the whole Presbyterian Church (Northern, Southern, Canadian and Australian) are educated. So you see I

am located in a regular bee hive for work. The first year is devoted almost exclusively to language study.

I have had a teacher about six weeks and enjoy the study very much. He does not know English and
some of his efforts to teach me the meaning of words is almost frantic. It is a perfect show to watch him.

You would actually think he was made of India rubber sometimes the way he twists and throws himself

about, but he generally accomplishes his object.

Our houses here are built in Korean style but adapted to American needs. They have the mud
walls and tiled roofs and are one story high. They are made so that they are real comfortable, though.

We are able to raise fruit and some of the missionaries have fine orchards of apples, pears, peaches, etc.,

and some of the loveliest grapes I ever saw. One bunch that came to the table must have weighed over a

pound. The native persimmons are fine. They are about the size of a peach and the color of a tomato. It

has a thin skin like a tomato and is filled with a delicious pulp. I can eat four at a meal. I like them so

much, and still want more, though I do not indulge.

The people here are very interesting. As you probably know they all dress in white, even in

winter. When the cold weather comes on they have a padding they put on inside. These are added as the

cold increases until a person who is quite slender in summer looks rather corpulent in winter. Some of

the Christians, in their desire to help forward the cause of Christ, will give the money to the church they

would have used for a layer of this padding, and sometimes more, and go cold through the winter as a

result. They will also sell their rice and live on millet and give the difference in price to help forward the

work of Christ. Is it any wonder that the Korean Christians have such a good name in the world? The
Korean Christians give of their money and of their time for the advancement of the Kingdom. Their spare

moments are spent in

[incomplete letter]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea November 26, 1907 Alice F. Moffett

Dear Fatherdy and Little Mother,

A Merry Merry Christmas to you and a Happy, Happy New Year in the dear home.

We are going to have royal weather for Thanksgiving, for we have had a heavy snow and now

comes the promise of brilliant sunshine. It seems to me about a foot of snow has fallen but probably six

or eight inches is nearer the truth. Jamie boy has been having a royal time wading in the snow in his

rubber boots. He is perfectly well but not yet toughened to the winter cold, so he does not want to be out

long at a time. Every morning when he wakens in his little bed beside ours he says, “Mama, is Papa

over there? I’m coming over - all myself. You just watch me.” And then when snuggled down between

Papa and Mama, it is “Now Papa tell (s)tory.” Then Papa and Boy have a royal time telling “tories” and

tumbling over each other until time to dress. They have fine times together always when Papa has any

leisure and are growing more and more to be boys together.

Jamie will miss Papa very much for awhile, for Sam has to leave us the day before Thanksgiving

and will be away about twenty-five days on his trip to the South to teach in two classes.

November 30th

We did have a very quiet Thanksgiving, Jamie and I, - it was a crisp, brilliant day; Louise was

invited out for two Thanksgiving dinners, so Boy and I had the day and the house to ourselves. We were

busy and happy and thankful, you may be sure. The thermometer touched 5° below zero that morning

but it is milder since then. Jamie boy is not yet hardened to the keen air. He takes cold easily b ut the

colds are not severe. He is out of doors between ten and twelve in the forenoon, then has his dinner at

twelve and is in his little bed by quarter of one to go “sleepy-bye”. Generally he sleeps from one o’clock

till half past three or four and then I cannot let him go out again because the air is so cold as soon as the

sun has gone. Once in about ten days he skips a nap and then is ready for sleep by six o’clock. It is

chatter, chatter, in English or Korean with every waking moment. Lately he has been bringing things

out of his memory which I had supposed long forgotten. Only yesterday he said, “Mama, you know

when I went up in park at Grandpa’s house and saw birdies and fish and took bread and fed fish and got

in swing with little boy? You know, Mama?” I do not remember having mentioned this since we

reached Pyeng Yang but he had that and many other experiences tucked away in his little brain. When I

was talking to him about Jesus I said, “Jesus lives up in heaven with God and Jesus is the Son of God.
’

But he stopped me with “No, Mama, Jesus not Son of God, Jesus just God!

I must say Goodnight now and send this letter, for it has already waited too long.

With a heart full of love for all from Mamie boy and

Your loving daughter

Alice F. Moffett

Jamie sends this photo not to show how solemn he can look but how big he is. He is a merry

little boy but the Japanese photographer kept him standing so long while he fussed and focused and

brought plates, etc. that by the time all was ready Jamie had decided it was very solemn business.

(The trousers of that 3-year-old suit lack three inches of meeting around his fat little stomach!)

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Taiku, Korea December 2, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

I little thought it would be so many days before I should get a letter off to you to tell you

that all is well. I had a good day on the train to Seoul greatly enjoying the reading of Wm.
Borden’s book The Re-Shaping ofthe Far East. The author was far more confident in the

Japanese government than I have [been] and is intensely anti-German in his sentiments. He does

not appreciate the Koreans but his book gave me considerable information about China.

At Seoul I found I was to go to Dr. Avisons instead of Mrs. Bunkers, as the latter had just

taken in the Swearers who had come from Chefoo and are going to America, probably not to

return, Bishop Harris says. Mr. Cable has been sent to Kong Ju.

I had a good time at Dr. Avisons - attended to business in Seoul - made my statement at

Legation & had a good talk with Mr. Sammons. Found that Yuen Tai knew nothing about your

letter and had no pyjamas for me.

Attended Thanksgiving service and heard a fine sermon from Mr. Gillett - one of the best

I’ve heard in Korea. Also met most of the Seoul people there and heard many inquiries about

you & Jamie.

In the afternoon I went over to Yun Mot Kol, saw Mr. Pieters & cashed your order on

him for $20 gold. Saw Mr. and Mrs. E.H. Miller and then had a talk with Dr. Vinton. I judge

Dr. V. plans to go home in Feb’y - stay for several years and then probably come back

independently to run Tract Society & General Publishing work - stationery, etc. store - helping

out the Mission work in that way & yet making expenses.

Thursday night we had Thanksgiving dinner at Dr. Avison’s with Dr. & Mrs. Hirst, Mr.

& Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Sharp, Mr. & Mrs. Kavanaugh - a very good evening.

Friday morning off for Taiku - Bishop Harris on his way to Kong Ju. He told me of Mr.

Ellis’ article in N. American Review for Oct. in which he says all missionaries in Korea are

opposed to the Japanese - also that Mr. Hulbert had induced the Chicago Presbyterian Ministers

Assoc, to pass a resolution against Japan’s rule in Korea. Am glad Hulbert is being heard in

America but am sorry to have missionaries put down as anti-Japanese for it will not help our

work any to be so represented to the Japanese.

Reached here all right about 5 o’clock and am entertained at the McFarlands until

tomorrow when I go to the Adams house. The two new homes here, McFarlands & Erdmans

(built for Barrett) are foreign - nice houses indeed but I do like our Pyengyang houses. Saturday

and Sunday were real cold here and they have not the same provision for keeping warm which

we have. I began teaching Saturday morning. My, but it was cold in the church. It is all right

today, for the weather has moderated.
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Saturday noon I took dinner with the Erdmans and Sunday night supper with the

Adams’. The Sawtells are here - since Oct. 16 and seem like fine people.

Sunday morning I woke up bilious and thought I was going to have a time of it - but 1

rallied before 9 o’clock - took my hour in Timothy with the class and followed it with a sermon

at morning service, having taken nothing but a cup of hot water for breakfast. Got through

nicely and have been all right. Have not very arduous duties in the class and am getting a fine

rest. Expect to be here until Saturday morning when I go to Fusan to stay with Smith until

Tuesday when we go to country together for his class. Incidentally, 1 am learning more about

conditions in the South and am glad to do so. Am wondering if Dr. Gale is on his way to P.Y.

today. Have heard nothing of him anywhere.

Absence from home from you & Jamie only makes me realize the more what great

blessings I have and how much I love you. I shall be glad to get back to you again and to enjoy

the home life.

Wonder if Yoo Sye Pang had the grape vine roots covered? Tell him also to provide

something for a front wall or covering in front of the goat shed. It is too cold to leave that open.

He should pile up some millet straw bundles there to keep off the wind.

[remainder of letter missing]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Taiku, Korea December 6, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

Oh, but I was glad to get your letter yesterday written on the 2nd. It seems an age since 1

was with you and I was hungry for a message.

Sorry you feel the cold so much. Dress more warmly and get larger shoes so you can

wear woolen socks over your stockings. Keep your feet warm and you will not feel the cold

nearly so much. I do not like Jamie’s great liability to colds. I wonder if it would not be good

for him to have his neck & chest washed each morning with cold water. Am afraid he is not

getting toughened up enough.

How it does do me good to hear about the little fellow and all his doings. If not too cold I

am hoping that you all have gone to Chai Ryeng - for I think it will do you good. We must plan

it so that you get away from home more frequently than in the years before our furlough. These

visits to other stations are a good thing, but I want to plan to take them with you hereafter.

Hope you do not wait for Dr. Gale. If he did not come on 3rd as he said - he will have to

take things as he finds them when he does come.

We have had a good class here - about 200, 1
judge - and I have finished my study with

them - having only to lead the final meeting tonight. Have had plenty of leisure and a good

chance to get some ideas of Taiku station life and conditions of work. It differs quite a little

from Pyeng Yang. One thing I am learning - and that is that I am to give more time to our home

than I used to. Now that we have Jamie boy some home duties are just as important as some that

relate to the work.

How I do want to get back to you for some more of our home life - the very best and

nicest home on earth. How a sight & experience of others makes me realize the beauty of our

home. Poor girlie - what a Thanksgiving Day you had! No dinner and no good time. Well, we

must make up for it on Christmas.

I have taken a meal with the Erdmans & the Johnsons and stayed with McFarlands &

Adams’ and have talked with the Sawtells & Miss Cameron - and today have had a meal with

Miss Cameron, the Erdmans also being present.

Have enjoyed the children here. Mrs. Adams has a fine little baby but the poor little

fellow, only 3 months old, is having a hard time with whooping cough. Dr. Johnson s little 5-

year-old girl is quite sick also with whooping cough and fever and Mr. McFarland s 17 months-

old little girl has constant trouble with indigestion causing them a good deal of nervous

difficulty. I wish Mrs. McF. & the baby might sometime be with you for awhile. You could

help them greatly and make suggestions as to diet that might straighten out the little one all right.

Tomorrow I go to Fusan, staying there until Tuesday, I believe, when Smith & I go to the
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country for a class.

Two days ago I received a note from Dr. Field saying she is engaged to marry Mr.

Pieters. That is news, isn’t it? They will be very happy and she will greatly enjoy having a

home of her own. He is certainly to be greatly congratulated.

Your inquiry about Mr. Banshir’s address is before me. The address Miss Borden gave

me is:

Miss Mary Borden

The Peak Hotel

Hong Kong

where I understand mail will reach them up till Christmas.

Reach me in Seoul at Mr. Bunkers with a letter of suggestions about Christmas gifts, etc.,

Jamie’s rubbers and anything else that needs attention in Seoul.

How about our coal? Receive 10 tons if it is delivered to us and settle with whoever asks

for the money that is foreigner - not Jap. Had another feverish day yesterday showing the

malaria is not all gone yet. Am alright today and will now continue to take my medicine.

Kindest regards to Miss Strang & Miss Babcock. All my love to you & Jamie boy.

Am having a profitable time but am so eager to have it over with that I may get back to

you again.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea December 14, 1907 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Brown:-

I have just returned from a country trip - the most delightful I think I have ever taken. I

haven’t the strength I once had and have to use some care in the use of what remains. What was

of special delight was to see the manifest growth in spiritual power that our people are making.

The shaking that God gave our church last winter has borne fruit - the proper fruit of such an

experience - - power in prayer and a manifestation of Christian love. On my return I found your

letter of October 29 which deals with Mr. Davis’ gifts and my relation to them. My reply to your

questions will have to be of some length so I crave your forbearance.

On receipt of your Mission letter of December 5, 1906, 1 wrote you immediately stating

that Mr. Davis had sent that money to me and that it was being used for the purpose specified by

the Mission. If you will look over my personal correspondence you will find that letter. I see

now that I made an error in not writing Mr. Day at the same time. I shall send him a statement at

the same time I send this after writing the letter. I dismissed the whole matter from my mind

thinking it was settled.

Now, in regard to the other matter of the three thousand dollars, let me give you the facts

of the case, but first let me preface what I have to say with a statement or two by way of

introduction. It has been a principle with Moffett and me to take advantage of opportunities as

they arose, consequently we have never hesitated to invest our personal funds as far as we had

any, in land which we knew would be needed for future development. As a consequence of that

policy the Board has secured at a very small cost a property here which today is exceedingly

valuable and which is rising in value every year. When opportunities arose to obtain property,

had we waited to get Mission permission and Board funds before making a move we should have

had only a small portion of what today is a station site that has elicited the commendation of all

who have visited our work, and this splendid site has been obtained by the Board at a bare

fraction of its present value. Of course we took a risk but we took it willingly and deliberately,

for we had faith in our rapidly developing work. We held the property with private funds until

such time as the Board needed it and was able to take it over. We took all the risk and the Board

gained all the benefit. Now, whether such methods commend themselves to you or not I do not

know. But this I know, it was the way to get things done, and Moffett and I were after results.

With this as an introduction I am ready to explain the matter of that three thousand

dollars. Just before I sailed for America a large piece of ground which had been held by the

Japanese on the pretext of military reservation was thrown on the market. We had tried to get

some of this ground before but had failed on account of this same military reservation pretext.

Part of the ground is immediately between our Presbyterian and Methodist school properties,

which made it absolutely essential that we should gain control of it. When I left 1 told the men of

the station to get a refusal of the property and borrow money if necessary to do it, for I felt sure

that the proposition was a safe one and that I could raise the funds. I presented the matter to

Davis and he saw the force of the situation and sent the money immediately. The property has

been bought and will be turned over to the Board as soon as the Board cares to accept it. If the

Board does not want it the investment is safe, for the property will always appreciate in value.

Now the situation was just this: ifwe had had to wait until the money went to the Board and
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Mission permission obtained for its use, probably the opportunity would have passed, the land

purchased by the Japanese and we would have had a situation difficult in the extreme. It was a

case where our private funds were not sufficient to meet the situation or we should have bought

the land before I sailed.

Now in regard to this money, the obtaining of it affects not one whit the Board’s receipts.

It came on account of the personal relation between a wealthy man and the missionary. Davis

and I went to school together and have always been the closest friends. He believes in me and is

willing to back me and through his backing is going to come great aid in our work. Davis isn’t

an enthusiastic supporter of the Board. I hope in time he may be. I know that what I have done

may not seem to you exactly regular, but I know another thing, we the situation in regard

to that land.

I trust I have made the matter clear.

Very sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter 185)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Fatherdy and Little Mother,

Christmas Day, 1907 Alice F. Moffett

There is so much to write I must tell of Christmas time first and then of the days before.

Jamie boy is having a royal time and is entering into everything with such delight and

enthusiasm that it makes us rejoice just to see him. Festivities began with Tuesday afternoon

(24th) when our whole community gathered in the Academy to hear the Christmas program of

Louise’s school children and have a good time all together. The children did very well with their

recitations and songs and then after the program who should come but Mr. Santa Claus and Mrs.

Santa Claus each with a great bag of tiny gifts for the children. Jamie’s eyes were like bright

dollars and he was silent at first as he always is when greatly pleased or excited - then entered in

with the other children and had a royal time. We all had a bountiful supper and a delightful

social time together, reaching home about half past six. Then Jamie boy hung up his stockings

and after he went to sleep we trimmed the tree.

December 30th.

Next morning the stockings took all our time till we were ready to go to Central Church

to the Korean service, and this occupied about two hours. Then luncheon and Jamie’s nap and

by 4:30 we were ready for the tree for Boy and his little Korean friends. Fifteen children and

their mothers came in to see the candles and bright paper decorations and Jamie enjoyed most of

all giving each child a big red stocking of oranges, nuts and candies, then serving all with cakes,

etc. He was a tired little boy that night but very happy and has been chattering about it all ever

since. Santa Claus brought him a sled, scarlet mittens, whistles, books, accordions, pictures,

crayons, a silver spoon, etc. etc. The sled and new blocks are the favorites. “Crimsus”

[Christmas] has been a joyful time. Boy had his first piece of candy on Christmas day - two

peppermint lozenges - and has not asked for another piece since. The popcorn, though, did not

stop short of a small bag full, in fact almost all his dinner on Christmas day was popcorn and

milk. I wish you could hear him say “Little Jack Homer sat in the comer eating his Crimsus pie,

etc. Then “Bean porridge hot, Bean porridge cold. Nine days old!” One of his new books is of

Bible stories with a picture of Moses in the bulrushes on the cover so he now distinguishes them

as the “Baby Moses outside book” and the scrap book Aunt Lute gave him as the “Baby Moses

inside book”. He loves to twist statements about and make “jokes” out of them as he began

doing with the grapes last Fall when he said with the twinkle in his eyes “Seeds outside, skins

inside”. When he says (pointing to himself) “This is Papa and there’s Jamie boy over there”, 1

say, “You are a muggins” and Boy says, “No, I’m a joke !” When Sam came back from the

South where he spent 24 days teaching in two classes, he brought Jamie a long promised dolly so

boy could be like the baby in the picture in our bedroom and go to sleep with teddy bear and

dolly. Papa promised the dolly when he went away and so during his absence when we asked

boy where Papa was he would say
“Wav off on chu chu car to get dolly for Jamie.” He learned

the little verse “God is love” to say for Papa and can find it where the mark is in his little Bible.

This is pretty cold weather for Boy but still he is out doors for a time every day. The

lowest point yet is 13° below [zero fahrenheit] - which would not be so cold if it were not for the
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keen winds which seem to come right from Siberia.

We have not had word from you for a long time but the last was good news and as long

as I know that no news is good news, all is well. I think the mails are delayed somewhere.

About the goats’ milk. We are just experimenting with the raising of goats here in the

North and are not yet satisfied that it can be done without too much expense and risk of loss.

Three kids have died this winter and one of the mothers went dry almost at once. We are not

getting very much milk at present but hope for better success with the goats at another time of

year and after the first winter. I dilute the milk Vs and warm it for Jamie and use some of it

undiluted as cream.

I am making out a Smith order to send in a few days and will try to enclose with this a

list of little things needed which are scarcely a part of a grocery order. If you can prepare a

package for the order alright - but if not they are most of them articles which can be sent by

parcel post.

I am ashamed of my long delay in writing to Cousin Emma and Miss Walker. Will write

to them now as soon as possible. In the mean time please give them our love.

With hearts full of love from all three of us for our two dear ones.

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

Jamie says:

“Dickory, dickory dock,

The mouse ran up the clock

(to see what time ‘tis!)’\

etc.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



STORY OF MRS. KIM SUNG-SAM
(as recorded by Mrs. Alice Fish Moffett)

Before I believed in Jesus, because I could not see & therefore could do no

successful work, I studied the beating of the gongs for the temple, sorcery for the

blind, and the making of spirit pictures to place on the gateways. In these three

ways I made a living. I deceived everybody, was obedient unto the evil spirits &
told the future for people although I knew nothing, myself. I desired only the death

of others - or that evil should befall them, and every day my mind was full of only

these evil thoughts. But God had pity upon me and caused me to believe in Jesus

and led me by the Holy Spirit so that all my evil life was cast aside and I am filled

with thankfulness. When I think of the Scripture words “Love your enemies” and

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself’ I am very joyful. Because of the

command to love others I too receive much love. Every day I pray for the Grace of

God & the righteousness of Jesus and the abiding of the Holy Spirit and desire that

in all the world the Kingdom of God may come and the Lord may reign. When I

think of what I was before I believed and of what I am now I cannot express my
gratitude and thanksgiving.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea December 30, 1907 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your cable message concerning your letter of December 9
,h
canceling same has been

received, although the letter has not yet come. The word Vinton in the cable message I interpret

to mean that the letter is concerning Dr. Vinton. I was glad indeed that the auditing committee

found Dr. Vinton’s books correct. They however did not go into the Property accounts which

our special committee reported upon, and which we found far from clear and accurate, although

not necessarily wrong so far as cash accounts were concerned.

1 have had several talks with Dr. Vinton and unless the Mission takes action looking to

his having charge of Tract Society and other publication interests retaining his connection with

the Mission, it is his present intention to return to Korea some time for such work as that without

connection with the Mission. However, the future only will show what will develop along that

line.

That Dr. Vinton has done much valuable work along these lines is very evident and work

which others are very loth to undertake. I shall ask the Executive Committee at January 22
nd

meeting in Seoul to consider this question in all its bearings.

Ten days ago I returned from a trip to Seoul, Taiku & Fusan. In Taiku I took part in a

very fine class of 150 to 200 church officers representing the work of all the territory. After a

Sabbath in Fusan I went with Mr. Smith [Rev. Walter E. Smith, N.P. missionary in Pusan] to the

country for a class of some 70 officers from the churches of that territory. Am glad indeed to

have secured this insight into the work of the South. The work is well underway and promises

large development in both regions. It emphasizes to me the need for the re-enforcements we

have asked for. Given these and we shall soon have this whole country evangelized.

With each great progress in our work and such a strong aggressive church as we have 1

confess I do not agree with what seems to be the controlling sentiment of our mission as to the

giving up of territory to the Methodist missions. I think the mission is ready to give up too

much. I should like to see an equitable division of territory. I doubt if we are doing well to give

up all the well organized strong work developed by Mr. Welbon’s eight years of service in

exchange for what I understand is a mere “work on paper” in territory largely worked by

inefficient foreign paid helpers. There is a radical difference in our methods of work and in the

character of the work developed, and in the too great enthusiasm for union I think our interests

are not very well conserved. I am not an enthusiastic advocate for a union which means that the

character of our work and our institutions must be sacrificed and our standards lowered. I hope

that caution will be observed in the Board rooms in these matters and approval given only when

conditions are clearly understood and it is known that they meet your approval.

Our work is developing more & more rapidly and the volume of work is beyond our
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ability to properly care for. What an opportunity Korea presents to the Church and particularly

to our church.

We rejoice in the Campaign being carried on and our prayers are with you in the effort.

There are other matters I should like to write of but just now lack of time prevents.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 237, letter #188)






