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Seoul, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

July 25, 1886 Annie Ellers

Your letter of the 1

7

,h
of May I received this morning as I deplored much the exceeding

haste and utter ignorance with and in which I was shipped, as it were. I am glad to see that some
little thought was given for me in that direction.

I am at present boarding with Dr. Allen and shall hope to do so while here. I find both
the Doctor and Mrs. Doctor nice congenial people. There being a portion of Dr. Heron’s house
not in use, the Mission appropriated $100 for repair and it has been given into a Chinaman’s
hands. I will then have a study, dressing room and sitting room. I am at present occupying Dr.
Allen’s guest chamber.

I took a week’s time to rest fully and then began my study of the language. As this is the
hot season and the one in which foreigners suffer most, I am trying to be careful. I therefore rise

at 5 in the morning and employ my time from then until breakfast (which is at 10) with my
Korean teacher, thus avoiding work during the hot hours. I like the language and think I shall be
able to conquer it. I find my French of very great assistance since I can use the Corean and
French grammar and dictionary.

My short stop in Japan opened my eyes to much with regard to missionaries - and, well,

we are not all angels. I shall try with God’s help to comport myself aright.

Now, as to my position here, when I started I was informed that my position would be, if

not quite, yet nearly that of a physician and that I could return at the expiration of two years and

obtain my degree with this end in view. I shall work - I have, beside my course of training, had

two years of lectures on medicine and practical work. I feel perfectly competent ofmy work
here, of opening a hospital for women and taking charge of the same. Also of ( with consulting

Dr. Allen and Heron) attending to the sick Korean ladies of rank. I am studying very little now,

but still some with Dr. and shall hope to obtain a sufficient knowledge of all I am still ignorant of

so that I will need but one year at home to obtain my degree. And this, I feel sure, the Board will,

as it has promised, grant me. The gentlemen of the Mission deemed it wiser to call me “Dr.” for

the Corean mind, and so I’m daubed for the present, Dr. Ellers.

In the signing of the letters relative to Dr. Allen’s trouble, when I put down simple

“Annie Ellers”, Dr. Allen said, “Oh, put down “M.D.” and obediently I put it down but thought it

must look queer in your eyes and so send this line of explanation.

If you see Miss Schenck from Teheran, Persia, she will tell you of me.

Very truly,

Annie Ellers, B.A.

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel#174, Vol. 1, letter #74, 1886)
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