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Seoul, Korea January 28, 1 890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

After a very pleasant voyage, Miss Doty and I arrived here safely Saturday

night. We arrived in Yokohama just after the steamer for Korea had left and

consequently were in Japan for two weeks. I am very glad of the delay as it gave me

an opportunity to see something of the work in Japan and also to get pretty well

acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Underwood who as you know are temporarily in

Yokohama.

The missionaries in Japan greeted us very cordially and I had the pleasure of

visiting the Meiji Gakuin and Graham Seminary in Tokyo, the Doshisha and Doshisha

Girls' School in Kioto and Sturges' seminary and the Boys' School in Nagasaki. Was

also greatly benefitted by conversations with the missionaries and shall always be glad

that I had the two weeks survey of the work in Japan.

After a two days rest I am now temporarily settled with Mr. Gifford and ready

for study. Took my first lesson in the language this morning and hope to continue

patiently until I can make use of it. My first impression here is that the Koreans very

greatly need the Gospel and I trust and pray I may be prepared to help give it to them.

With this brief notice of our safe arrival in good health and good spirits, I must

send this at once to the mail.

Sincerely yours in the work,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #1)



Seoul, Korea March 18, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

When I saw you in New York you asked me to write to you soon after I arrived

on the field, giving an account of my first impressions. I have been here less than two

months yet have received a great many impressions, but they are of course the result

of a very superficial survey of the people and country, the Mission and its work.

These impressions lead to conclusions subject to very sudden changes according as

the impressions are modified by enlarged knowledge and experience. However I shall

write you very fully and frankly for I suppose you want to know just how things

appear to one arriving upon the field.

Knowing as you do the troublous times which have afflicted this Mission you

will know that I cannot give my impressions without seeming to criticize the actions of

either or both of the conflicting factions in the Mission, but I trust this letter will not

seem to be written in any critical spirit.

I had the good fortune to meet Mr. and Mrs. Underwood in Japan and during

the two weeks spent there had opportunities to discuss pretty fully the condition past

and present, and the future prospects of the work in Korea.

Arriving here my first impression, deepened as time goes by, was that the

people show an utter lack of positive happiness. They seem to have a look of settled

submission to an unsatisfying life. The first happy face which I saw was that of our

native evangelist and to me the contrast was a very marked one and impressed me

very strongly. I do not see how the first impression can be aught else than that the

people do greatly need the gospel.

With this as an inspiration I settled down to attack the language and to gain as

soon as possible an idea of the condition of the Mission affairs. The language is

difficult; but it seems to me that in three years one should be able to use it quite

effectively, but to do so in less than two years will be very exceptional.

To obtain an idea of the work of the Mission and its condition is rather difficult.

Mr Underwood is in Japan and almost all of the evangelistic work and the school work

has been managed by him. Dr. Heron has his hands more than full; besides a full

ouota of professional work he has almost all the business affairs of the Mission to

superintend, and in consequence is overworked. In Mr. U's absence every one goes to

Dr. Heron and he is consulted on so many subjects that I do not wonder that some

things have been allowed to drift.

It does seem to me that too much work, or rather too many kinds of work, have

been bequn at the same time, and being started have grown faster than they could be

wpII manaqed Mr. U is our only minister who knows the language. He has translation

ro attend ,0 and his dictionaty to publish, and while attending to that in Japan there ,s
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no one to oversee the work of the colporteurs in the various provinces; the orphanage

must be left to get along as best it may under the care of those who know little of Mr.

U[nderwood]'s plans with reference to it; candidates for baptism can not be examined

and must wait; the evangelistic work must be conducted with very little intelligent

supervision on the part of the mission; and finally our new school building must lie idle

with little prospect of opening it for some time on account of lack of force to man it.

We cannot enlarge the work (though opportunity offers) for we can hardly manage the

work already begun.

Mr. Gifford has had but one year's study on the language. He has the

Treasurer's work to attend to, an hour's teaching in the orphanage and an approaching

wedding to look after. I am working at the language and have temporarily taken

charge of the orphanage which I believe can be made one of our most efficient means

of raising up native workers impressed from their early years with Christian ideas.

We should be sadly handicapped for lack of experienced workers were it not for

the presence of Mr. Davies of the Victoria Pres. Church who for many years was a

school-master in Australia and for 18 months a missionary in India. He has been here

but six months and of course knows but little of the language.

There is plenty of work to be done and opportunities to do it are abundant and

no one here questions that. The people very freely visit us and listen earnestly to the

gospel. So far as I have learned, our colporteurs find them eager to secure books and

tracts. The women especially seem to be ready to be taught. Mrs. Heron has a class

of 20 or 30 women at her house every Sunday night. She gives them a gospel talk

illustrated by means of a magic lantern. Martha, a native Christian, under direction of

Misses Hayden and Davies, teaches a class of women at her house once a week,

teaching them the Bible and Catechism. Thus quietly is the seed being sown and we

can do all the work of this kind that we have time for, and we shall thus prepare a

harvest to be reaped just as soon as we are allowed to carry on our work openly,

without opposition either real or nominal.

I know that two conflicting views have been held in the Mission. I am not on

the fence' as between these views, but I believe the 'middle ground' is the safe place

to occupy, for while there is abundant work for us to do, yet aggressive, earnest work

can be done quietly. There are at present no signs of opposition to our work, but our

oosition here is not assured, and the present King is not secure on his throne, and a

revolution might bring into power the man who 20 years ago had 20,000 Christians

put to death.

| have another impression which I do not believe will change -viz. We need

more men It takes at least two years to acquire the language. There is work enough

now for a dozen men. Two years from now when those who come shall have

acquired the language new stations will probably be opened. Ping An will probably be
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made an open port and it is the capital of the province where most of our colporteurs'

work has been done, and all here feel we must have a station there as soon as it is

opened.

Within a half day's journey from Seoul there are probably 200 villages and had

we workers with a knowledge of the language I see no reason why we might not have

in each village a class under quiet private instruction who would form the nucleuses of

churches when we are allowed full liberty.

I pray that in the apportionment of new missionaries this summer Korea may

receive more than one or two. I have just heard from Rev. W. M. Baird now at Del

Norte, Colo, saying that he hopes to be able to carry out his desire to preach to the

heathen and that he expects to be ready for the work next fall. He is my most

intimate friend, and we were together in College and Seminary for 8 years. We have

hoped that we might work together and so I plead that he be sent to Korea.

I desire further to say just this, that since coming here my strongest feeling has

been one of constant gratitude to God that he has led me into this work in Korea. I

believe there are great possibilities before this country. The people are intelligent and

attractive and when once relieved from official extortion and from the idea that labor is

dishonorable, will develop into a strong people.

I hope to give myself wholly to the work, and shall strive for harmony in all the

affairs of the Mission, trusting and believing that we shall be used of God in the moral

and spiritual regeneration of the people. As we remember the Board in our prayers

asking that you may be guided by the Spirit, so we know that you remember us.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #2)



Seoul, Korea March 26, 1890 Daniel L. Gifford

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your kind letter of January 6 th was received not long since, and in the same

kindly spirit I reply. I think we agree exactly in regard to the proper line of policy here.

We need an earnest aggressive hunt for souls and a great deal of instruction of the

rescued ones in the truths of the Word; only it should be conducted with a quiet tact

that will avoid so far as possible the arousing of opposition to our work in

governmental circles.

As for myself the Lord has blessed my soul a number of times lately in using me

in personal work with souls and every morning I try to teach the truth as it is in Jesus

to the boys in the orphanage, using as well as I can the vernacular.

Mr. Davies [Australian Presbyterian missionary recently arrived] has gone

overland on a tour of inspection to Fusan and probably to Gensan [Wonsan]. Mr.

Moffett and Miss Doty are valuable additions to our force, aggressive and conservative

at the same time, and possessed of an excellent Christian spirit.

I feel troubled about Dr. Heron. Two weeks ago he had a severe fall from a

horse; and it was such a shock to him and his system seems to have become so run

down from over work that he does not rally from it as he ought. He cannot be

persuaded to take a rest such as he certainly ought to have but from a sense of duty

continues at his post. His condition is causing anxiety among his friends.

Miss Haydon and I hope to be married on the 24th
of next month and leave a

few days after for Shanghai to attend the Mission Conference of all China. I cannot

tell you the blessing that has come to my life since we were engaged. Korea is a

better country and all life is larger and richer for me than in days gone by.

With the kindest of wishes, I am

Yours Sincerely,

Daniel L. Gifford

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm roll #175, Vol. 3, letter #17, 1890)



Seoul, Korea July 22, 1890. Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Have just heard of a special steamer leaving for America and hasten to drop you

a few lines to let you know of the serious illness of Dr. Heron. Two weeks ago he was
taken with dysentery which has now developed into abscess of the liver. He was so

run down by overwork that he was in no condition to stand the attack and while we
are doing all that can be done and he has the constant attendance of the two doctors

of the Meth. Mission and as careful nursing as we can give him, we all feel that the

result is altogether with Him who 'doeth all things well'. We are hoping and praying

for his recovery but the result is very uncertain. Please do not tell Mrs. Heron (the

Doctor's mother) of this until she hears from Mrs. Heron (the Doctor's wife). The

latter is bravely enduring the severe trial and I think has reached the position of

submission to His will.

Further information will be sent next week by regular mail.

Hastily and Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #3)



Madison, Indiana July 19, 1890
(Saturday evening)

Thomas Clinton Moffett

My Dear Sam -

I am sure I don't know where to start in writing to you, so I better take up that

which is first in my mind and, next to one other subject I will mention later, most in

my thoughts - my Eastern trip and Northfield. I have been gone just three weeks and I

did have more enjoyment and profit in that short time than I thought possible.

Northfield was indeed a treat , and I shall not soon forget the impressions formed

there and knowledge gained. It was an intellectual treat in the first place. [Dwight L.]

Moody of course was the soul of the conference and my admiration of him and of the

gigantic work he has been enabled to accomplish increased more and more. I have no

criticism to offer upon him and I don't want to hear others find fault with him, for he is

indeed one of the most consecrated, unselfish and gifted men I have known. How the

fellows at the conference did respect and love him and they showed it, but he seemed

perfectly free from conceit or vanity or self-seeking, but intent alone on the Lord's

work. I thought it was you who criticized him at Chicago but I will take it all back. I

guess it was John Palmer.

And then we had Dr. McArthur of New York and Dr.[A.T.] Pierson and what

fine addresses they did give us, and Bishop Thoburn who had come directly to

Northfield from India and was full of interesting information about the great work being

done there, and Dr. George Pentecost, who is to leave next month for India to engage

in independent mission work.

The great enthusiasm of the conference was for foreign missions. There were

over a hundred of the "Student Volunteers" in attendance before the conference

closed. [Robert] Wilder gave a good talk & announced his intention to leave for India or

perhaps China this year and Speer of Princeton who has had charge of this Volunteer

Movement this year gave a very fine talk, and I believe was regarded as about the

finest fellow at the conference. I wish you had the time to read some of the admirable

addresses we heard. The Springfield Union had a stenographer on hand to report all of

the addresses in full, so I am enabled to preserve them for reference. Mr. W.M. Moore

of Union Seminary, Virginia, was one of the most popular speakers of all and gave us a

fine sermon on personal work. So many subjects were treated and we had so many

fine addresses that I can only mention these and must not attempt to write any of the

thoughts presented.

It was a treat spiritually, too. Every word was spoken so earnestly and the

enthusiasm of all for the work and the consecration was so evident that it was an

inspiration to be present. I found a fine crowd of fellows and made some very

pleasant acquaintances. Everybody seemed so courteous and good-natured and I only

found one real big-head.
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It was also a treat athletically. Tennis was the great game and the fifteen

courts were constantly filled. I found I could beat almost all of the players there and I

enjoyed it very much. I had to leave the day of the tennis tournament, so I missed the

pleasure of participating in that.

On the whole, I think Northfield was just about one of the finest and most

valuable experiences I have ever had, and I am powerful glad I went.

From there I went to Boston and had three days of sightseeing there. I put in

the time pretty well and I tell you I saw lots for there's lots to see in that great city.

Harvard, of course, was of especial interest, and I found Memorial Hall, which

contains the chapel & dining room - - accommodating, I suppose, almost a thousand of

the students, one of the most novel and beautiful buildings I saw all of the time I was

away. I haven't much of a desire to go to Harvard, however, as I had for a time, for

the moral tone of the college is very low indeed, without doubt, and its Unitarian

inclination amounts to about an infidel influence, I imagine.

I was struck with the public spirit and patriotism in New England - of course we

have always heard it was characteristic, but I never realized just how it would be

evidenced to one visiting that part of the country for the first time. The many

historical buildings and sights have an educating influence of no small importance and

a love of country, of state & of city is inculcated more in the East than with us.

Boston is indeed a very beautiful city. I enjoyed a visit to the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology (where we have very recently established a chapter of the

fraternity [Phi Gamma Delta]) and found it a very strong institution. Francis A.

Walker, whose political economy we study at Hanover, is its president. One of the

professors was very kind about showing me over their buildings and explaining their

work.

The service in the Pres[byterian] Church which I attended at -- in the morning

is worthy of mention. It was the modernized Preslbyterian] service with responsive

readings, recital of the creed, etc. and was very beautiful and impressive enjoyed

the service very much, and remained for the Communion Service which followed that

day. Everything was conducted in very good taste and I was pleased with the

innovation which is hardly an innovation now in our Church which is so rapidly

advancing in this line.

I came home over the New York Central R.R. and had a beautiful ride. Spent

Sunday in Cleveland where I heard two very good Preslbyterian] sermons, visited La e

View Cemetery and the recently dedicated Garfield Monument erected at a cost of

$150 000 It is a beautiful monument and the marble statue of Garfield in a standing

posture just risen to address the Senate is regarded as a very fine work of art. I was

not pleased with the face at all, but don't you think Garfield's pictures are
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unsatisfactory? I never like to think of them as good likenesses.

And now, Sam, here I am back home, with the question of my course for the

future pressing for decision and my mind unsettled.

I have told no one at all as yet just how I feel about my life-work and I am loth

to send an expression of my thoughts way off to you yet.

Sam, I am and have been for some time willing and desirous to enter the

ministry if I could be assured that it is my duty. I do not yet see the way clear for me
into this work. There is a difficulty in the way, and I can only think and pray over it,

trusting that I will be led aright. Feel confident that I want to do right and that I will

carefully consider where I should go.

I don't think I had better write any longer now, but you will hear from me again.

I want your interest and sympathy and your prayers that I may see the light to guide

me.

Lovingly,

Your Brother, Tom

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea July 24, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your letters to me dated May 9th and to the Mission dated May 10th and June 20th

have been received. I wrote you very hurriedly a few days ago concerning the serious illness

of Dr. Heron. For two weeks we have all done nothing but to give ourselves unreservedly to

his care, hoping, trusting and praying that it might be the Lord's will to spare him. Night

before last and again yesterday evening the doctors said there was no hope and we were

expecting him to leave us at any moment. However we did not cease to do what could be

done and last night there was a slight change so that today our hopes have risen a little. We
all (including Mrs. Heron) feel that he is in the Lord's hand and there we rest the question as to

whether he shall be spared or taken from us. Should he be taken the blow will be a severe one

for it will come just when it seems that we need him most, just when we were getting the

work of the mission in a satisfactory condition. For some little while we have been acting in

the greatest harmony and a better spirit, a more spiritual tone has pervaded all our work. We

have all felt that we were ready for systematic, conservative, aggressive work and were laying

our plans accordingly. As you know Mr. Underwood made some concessions in his mode of

work and Dr. Heron no longer seeing the necessity for applying the brakes had given free

expression to his desire to push the evangelistic work. For some time the doctor has been

quite restive under his restrictions in the government hospital and was planning for work which

he could give a more evangelistic turn. I still trust that the Lord will give him the opportunity

to carry out these plans for his place will be a hard one to fill. He has been pre-eminently

successful as a physician and surgeon not only with Koreans but also with the foreigners

having practically held all the foreign practice. The suggestion that he was losing that practice

arose merely from the fact that the English legation notified him in advance that when the

S.P.G. missionary doctor arrived, their contract would probably not be renewed.

I fear too that his removal might mean the return of Mrs. Heron and we should feel her

loss as keenly as that of the Doctor. Their home has been the home of all the new

missionaries and almost all have boarded with them. This last year her health has greatly

improved, and she has been doing a very important work amongst the women so that we will

be sadly crippled if we lose her too.

I sat down to write you more particularly on business matters but these thoughts have

forced themselves upon me first in view of the probable removal of the doctor.

The Mission has informally requested me to act as Secretary during the doctor's illness

and to write you concerning the May and June meetings.

First - At the May meeting upon the request of the Bible Society Mr. Underwood was given

oermission to devote special time to translation and the Board is asked to appropriate $4.00

ner month for assistance in translation work and $6.00 per month for an additional personal

teacher. (Mr. Underwood's teacher's time is now all occupied and his wife can no longer use

him for her teacher).

Second - At the meeting June 30, Mr. Underwood reported on the publication of the Korean

Manual and stated that a full report had been sent to the Board.

Third - The Mission unanimously voted to ask permission from the Board to sell to the S.P.G
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[Society for the Propagation of the Gospel] mission a piece of property adjoining the English

legation, the property to be sold for $900. or more (Japanese money). Concerning this

request I would say that the property was purchased with a view to building thereon a Girls'

School and when Miss Hayden arrived a small Korean thatched house on it was occupied by

her for a few months. After a trial she considered it an undesirable location for the school as it

was isolated from all other mission property and was not free from danger. The school was

transferred to the house formerly occupied by Dr. Allen which upon Miss Doty's arrival was

altered at little expense so that it will accommodate from 30 to 50 girls. The property in

question is not well situated for a residence for our mission (even though we needed another

residence here and we do not) but in connection with two adjoining pieces of property will

make a good site for the S.P.G. [Society for the Propagation of the Gospel] Mission. They

desire to purchase and the Mission desires to sell (at a price which will cause no loss to us) as

we see no reason for keeping it now that better arrangements have been made for the Girls

School. The property cost originally $640 and was repaired with wall, gate, roof, etc. to

extent of $304.62, making in all $953.62 or $710.45 gold. We will try to get the full amount

for it but ask to sell for $900 if necessary. The question has been before us for several

months but we awaited Mr. Underwood's return from Japan in order that we might send a

unanimous request.

Fourth - The Mission asks for an appropriation of $167.50 for the purpose of purchasing a

small thatched house at the corner of the mission property and to build a wall and gate in its

place. Concerning this the house is located in the corner of Mr. Underwood's compound and

immediately opposite the orphanage gate. It is used as a wine shop and is a standing

temptation to all our house and orphanage servants and being a resort for Koreans is also a

filthy nuisance. It is immediately adjoining the stables in Mr. U's compound. If purchased it

gives us the opportunity to build a gate to the stables from the road thus shutting them off

from his compound & closing a gate which at present makes his compound a thoroughfare.

The appropriation is asked upon an estimated cost.

At the June meeting a committee was appointed to examine Mr. Underwood's

translation of the Westminster Catechism and if desirable have it published. A committee was

appointed to report a set of by-laws for the Mission and the question of a systematic

adjustment of the orphanage finances was referred to this committee.

Your letter of May 10th raises the question as to the location of Dr. Allen and you ask

for "all the facts which we ought to possess in order that we may be guided to right decisions

in regard to the occupation of fields". In response to that request I shall write freely. I

sincerely hope that the Board will not send Dr. Allen to Seoul for now that we have such

harmony and our work in condition for realizing success I do not wish to see the harmony

disturbed and I feel sure that his coming would bring about the spirit of strife & division which

has been so happily overcome. Dr. Allen has been engaged in politics and of course has

political enemies. If he comes here we immediately subject ourselves to the enmity of those

who are very bitter toward him and I know not how much our position here would be affected.

Seoul is a political whirlpool and we cannot afford to be compromised in our mission work by

drawing upon ourselves political opposition. We expect opposition on spiritual grounds but the

great distinction Koreans make between us and the Jesuits is - that we are not mixed up with

oolitics Our aim must be to lay stress upon our spiritual mission. I was greatly disappointed

that he did not remain at Fusan [Pusan]. Chemulpo [Inchon], in the opinion of all, is not a good

point for occupation, and preliminary work had been done at Fusan by Mr. Gale of the Knox
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College Y.M.C.A. of Toronto, who has been there some ten months.

Owing to the sickness of Dr. Heron it might seem desirable to call Dr. Allen here in

order to take the work at the hospital but for one I shall be glad to have the hospital

unoccupied for a while in the hope that if Dr. Heron is able to resume work he will have the

opportunity to give up the hospital altogether or to give it but a small portion of his time. I

believe the hospital has done us great service but that service being accomplished, I hope to

see the Dr. succeed, as he desires, in giving most of his strength and time to work peculiarly

our own unhampered by government restrictions.

As to New Fields - It seems to me that we can readily establish a station at Fusan or

Ping An if we have another man. It may take six months or a year to accomplish it but the

steps can be taken at once. As I said, Mr. Gale has prepared the way at Fusan. I believe we
could get him to prepare the way at Ping An. He is a Presbyterian and in hearty sympathy with

our work. He lives according to the Korean manner except as to dress and can spend six

months very quietly at Ping An preparing the way, but whoever should go there would have to

adapt to less comfortable quarters & more inconveniences than we have in Seoul because as

yet Ping An is not an open port. I wish we could have the assurance of the Board that it would

favor opening a new station there if the way be opened. Ping An is our most promising

province as most of the work of Mr. Ross & of the colporteurs has been done there.

July 25, 1 890

Dr. Allen has accepted the position of Secretary to the U.S. Legation and I understand

that the Mission will be asked to take some action with reference to it at the regular meeting

next week. I have heard that he desires to maintain his connection with the Mission and will

ask that we provide a house in Seoul. I know not what action the Mission or the Board will

advise but I most earnestly trust that if Dr. Allen retains the political position that he will

completely sever his official connection with the Mission. The position is not one under the

Korean government and instead of helping us with the Koreans will but cause all the official

political actions of the American legation to reflect for good or ill upon the Mission. It will be a

combination of politics and missionary effort in which I feel sure the missionary work will be

compromised. I do hope the Board will insist upon his being a missionary pure and simple or

sever all official connection with the Mission. Please give us a chance to do purely missionary

work free from all outside combinations and complications.

Of course you will make a distinction between the four things in this letter sent

officially from the Mission and the rest which I have written personally.

Sincerely yours in the work.

S.A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #4)



Seoul, Korea July 29, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Since writing my letter of last week we have suffered the severe loss we were

dreading. Dr. Heron passed from us Saturday morning [July 26 th
] at 8 o'clock. We

held services at the house Sunday afternoon and the burial took place Monday

afternoon at a place about 4 miles from Seoul which we succeeded in getting the

Foreign Office to set aside as a foreign cemetery. It is a beautiful spot overlooking the

river and we now have a new interest in the land of Korea. The first foreign grave

here is that of the missionary who gave his life to the Korean people. I wish I had the

heart to write you something of the great sorrow of the Koreans over his death, of the

universal feeling of sympathy for Mrs. Heron and of the many, many expressions of

love and regard for one who had been so faithful in his service. After the severe strain

of the sickness and the feeling of sorrow our bodies are too weak and our hearts too

heavy to write much.

Our thoughts turn to Mrs. Heron and her future. Of course the Doctor leaves

her practically nothing but a little personal property. I regret exceedingly that his effort

a short time ago to obtain life insurance failed through a mere oversight in that the

physician's signature to the medical certificate was wanting.

We all hope that Mrs. Heron will stay here for she is prepared to do a work

among the women and in connection with the girls' school which no one else could do

without several years of training. Mrs. Heron has done more work among the women

than anyone else on the field and has a better knowledge of the language than any one

except one of the Methodist ladies. I feared she would go home but hear today that

she desires to stay and finish the Doctor's work for Korea. I presume the Mission will

take some action with reference to this at the meeting this week.

Dr. Heron's death leaves us practically without a physician. Dr. Allen has

accepted the government appointment, but I think we can manage until we have

another physician sent us.

I do not think the change in our situation in that respect at all affects the

questions spoken of in my letter of last week. In that I wrote you very freely for I

want to have a perfect understanding with you in all things. Of course whatever

action is taken by the Board in all the affairs of the Mission I shall work for harmony in

carrying on our work.

Very Sincerely,

S. A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society. Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Forei9n Missions. Korea Correspondence, microfilm reel #179. Vol. 8. letter *51



Seoul, Korea August 4, 1 890 H.G. Underwood

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Of course you have ere this heard of the sad death of Dr. Heron. He was sick but

a short time. He came in from the place that he was staying at for the summer & was
taken with diarrhea which soon developed into dysentery. At the same time nausea set in

& thus he was for almost five days unable to get the effects of any medicine. In this way

the poison from the dysentery seems to have entered his system & blood poisoning set in.

He lingered on at times out of his mind but most of the time conscious for several days

and then sank lower & lower until one afternoon we were all gathered there thinking that

his end had come. From this he rallied & hope revived but it was only for a few days &

then he passed quietly and peacefully away. He knew almost from the start that it was to

be death. This as you will know was against the doctor, not a moment did he waver, not

a doubt did he express. He spoke about the work that he had done, how little it had

been, how he wished that it had been more but how it had all been done for Jesus. Once

a Chinaman who had spent many years in America was in the room & Dr. Heron looking

at him said, "Jesus, Jesus, all washed in the blood of the lamb." His was a triumphant

death and we hope & pray that even his death may not be without fruit. As soon as I

heard he was sick I went up & took my place at his bedside. He seemed to think that that

was right & throughout his sickness seemed to be glad to have me nurse him. I was up

with him most of the time night & day, so that I was unable to write before. Then as

soon as he was dead the preparation for the funeral, selection of a cemetery mostly fell to

me, then the U.S. Minister appointed Mr. Moffett & I to act with him in settling the estate.

This is now done as far as it can be and tomorrow we will all start for Nam Han 17 miles

from here where we will spend a week or ten days.

Mrs. Heron desires to stay on and work here. She is expecting her mother out if

she stays. She has got some teaching work for her at the Japanese Legation and if she

comes they will I suppose live together. If Mrs. Heron stays I suppose she will take

charge of the girls school & continue the work that she has begun among a certain class

of women. I do not know what class it is but from all that I can learn it is a growing

work There will undoubtedly be plenty of work for her, if her two little ones do not take

up all of her time and I see no reason why they should. About the funeral expenses we

have written you asking for money enough to pay them.

Since then we have had a mission meeting at which various matters came up of

which you will hear in the general report of the meeting. Of course you will have heard of

Dr Allen's appointment as secretary of the Legation. He came and asked my advice

about accepting it and I strongly urged him to remain what he came out - a missionary.

This he could not see his way to and as you know, has been sworn into office. What his

final intentions are I do not know but I hardly think he ought to hold the double position

While as Secretary of the Legation he can do a great deal of good & real missionary work,

I think if he enters a political position he ought to sever his connection with the Mission.

He at present is in a peculiar position. He asked the Mission's permission to locate

at Chemulpo [Inchon] and this was given and now he is here in Seoul in an official

position and has not even notified the mission of any change or of what he intends to do.

He comes to our meeting as though a regular missionary and yet his time is entirely at the

disposal of the U.S. Minister.

Dr. Mitchell when here laid it down very plainly that the general lines of all work

must be the subject of full mission discussion while details may be left to the individual.
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Dr. Mitchell showed that only in this way can mission work be done and we all feel that

from now on this must be the plan followed here.

The matter of the Hospital and what should be done with it came up for discussion

at the same meeting. We all (Dr. Allen I believe included) feel that it is not best for the

Mission to continue to run the Hospital as a purely government affair, where no

missionary work can be done. It was well at the start but we are now all of the opinion

that the time has come when Christian work should go with the medical.

Dr. Heron also felt this & before he died spoke of it many times. It has seemed to

most of us that it would be a good plan for the mission, if the government will agree, to

take over the Hospital & make a Mission Hospital of it.

Nam Han August 10, 1890

I had written thus far & the letter was laid aside when your telegram came. Before

we go on to say anything about that I will tell what the Mission had done.

Feeling that the Gov't Hospital ought to be more of a missionary hospital than it

was, it was deemed that now when a change had to take place, was the time to make the

move and a committee of one was appointed to make inquiries as to what the

Government proposed to do. Dr. Allen offered his services to take charge of the Hospital

but it was not deemed best to employ them yet, first because if changes are to be made

they should be made now; and 2nd, in the mind of some, when nominally as far as

Mission action was concerned, Dr. Allen was stationed in Chemulpo [Inchon] and without

a word to the Mission accepted a political position which according to the terms of his

office may take up aM of his time, it was hardly the best thing for the Mission to consent

to Dr. Allen as a missionary taking that place and to thus give its approval of one person

holding the double position of missionary and politicia n.

Had Dr. Allen told us that he had accepted the position as Secretary of the

Legation, that then his full position as a missionary had ceased and that as a physician

and Christian desirous of doing the Lord's work he offered his services, no exception

would have been taken. He would have been appointed one of the com. to look into

affairs and after making certain terms with the Gov't, he would have been asked to take

charge. Some did not think that asking him to take charge of the Hospital would include

us on the side of his holding the double position, but the feeling was so strong among the

majority on this matter that the minority yielded & the action was unanimous.

My own opinion is that Dr. Allen ought to be a full missionary but that if he

accepts the position as Sec. Of the Legation he should resign his position as a missionary.

Not that he should cease to be a missionary in the true sense of the word but that when

he is so much the servant of the U.S. Gov't, a great deal of friction and trouble would be

avoided by his severing his formal connection with the Mission.

But in the meantime what does Dr. Allen do? He shows not only an unwillingness

to follow the desires of the Mission but a desire to over-ride their whole action. At the

close of the Mission he said to me that the Hospital was noj under the Mission - that it

was an independent affair, that it had been placed in his person al charge & that the

Mission as a Mission were not to send a physician there. To this I took exception on the

around that whatever may have been the action of the Gov't, the subsequent action of

our Board & Mission in sending Drs Heron, Powers, Ellers & Horton, their work in

connection with it, and the fact that when the Hospital had been short of medicines the
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Mission had provided them, certainly showed that now it was under the mission . I saw
the Dr. the next morning and he reiterated what he had said before and told me that he

had sent word to the Foreign Office that he would take charge temporarily & would send

home for another physician. This was in direct opposition to the Mission action of the day

before, to which at the time Dr. Allen made no objection. He followed up this action by

communicating with the Palace and of course a request came that he would assume

charge.

About a week after this, came your telegram about Dr. Allen, nullifying the former

action that we had taken & making it impossible to carry out our plans about the Hospital.

We were very much surprised at the receipt of the telegram and at the same time

surprised that the Board did not think that we were able to judge what had best be done.

There is no personal feeling in the matter. We as a mission all feel that Dr. Allen should

be either a missionary or Secretary of the Legation, that the combining of the two will not

in any way be beneficial to the Mission or to Dr. Allen and that if the two are allowed to

be held at the same time friction will arise. We also feel most firmly that all that is done

must be the subject of joint conference, that each one of us must subject himself to the

majority and that only in this way can the best ends be obtained. And that if this is not

done friction & trouble will come.

Dr. Allen desires to have the use of the lower school as a house but what the

Mission will do about the matter I do not know.

My wife wrote by the last mail about a Dr. McGill who is here and who has won

the esteem of all who know him. He is a fine physician & a straightforward outspoken

man. He is an earnest Christian and anxious to do all the work that he can. He has

resigned his connection with the Methodists to take place early in September. Of course

we can not take any action while he is a member of their Mission but I feel sure that as

soon as his resignation takes place our Mission will ask his appointment as a member of

our Mission.

Your letter of June 25th to myself & wife came to hand just a few days ago. We

are very glad to hear of the appointment of Mr. Baird & trust soon to see him on the field.

Your suggestion about not putting all the eggs in one basket is indeed a very good one but

it is usual to put a full setting under one hen and this has hardly been done yet at Seoul.

However, we all like the idea now of starting a new station, though unless someone is

sent to fill both the place of Dr. Allen as well as Dr. Heron I hardly see how this can be

done. Mr. Moffett is needed here and I hardly think that he can be spared. Neither Mr.

Moffett nor Mr. Gifford have very strong constitutions, both seem weak and great care

must be taken Mr. Moffett's tendency is rather to work too hard & not spare himself and

hence more care must be shown. Mr. Gifford is more careful of himself & will therefore

probably see more years of service.

About the learning of the language & getting into work I have always felt that

Seoul was not the best place & have therefore urged upon Moffett that he take a short

trip in the country and spend a few weeks at a time alone with Korean. In this way he

can do work and at the same time be getting a knowledge of the language. Mr. Moffett is

indeed a fine fellow and the more of his kind that you can send the better, but if possible

send men of stronger constitution.

About a new station, we nearly all feel that Pyeng Yang would be better than

Fusan & if that were impossible, at Euiju in the extreme north where the members of the
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Mission could live on Chinese soil. In that part of the country everything seems ripe for

the harvest but there is no one to do the work. We all feel that the next station should be

in the North and as the Japanese are already living at Pyeng Yang there is no reason why

we should not.

But my letter has already become too long. We are at Nam Han & every day

people from 20 to 30 are coming to know about the truth. A very good impression has

been given the people about us by the actions towards them and they appear favorably

impressed towards our faith. A good number of books have been sold and many of the

people are coming every day to study about the truth. They offer to provide a room if we

will send someone out to teach them.

Pray for us that in all our work we may do it for the Lord and with an eye wide to

his glory and that his richest blessings may rest upon us.

Yours Most Sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

P.S. Do not understand me as saying that Fusan is not a good place but if only one

station can be started it should be Pyeng Yang. This same mail will bring you a joint letter

from three of us which was jointly prepared and I was asked to copy.

Yours,

HGU

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #175, Vol. 3, letter #4)



Seoul, Korea August 11,1 890 Underwood, Gifford & Moffett

To the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church

Dear Fathers and Brethren:

For some time past the Mission has been endeavoring to make all its actions accord

with the Manual and to make all individual work become the work of the Mission, but

recent actions and instructions received from the Board have caused confusion in our

minds as to the interpretation of the new Manual and the relations existing between a

Mission and the Board and have called forth from us the following statement of facts with

the accompanying requests.

In the Fall of 1889 the Board commissioned and sent out Dr. Allen to start a new

station at Fusan in the south of Korea, the Mission knowing nothing of it till he was on his

way out, and he told one member of the Mission that his instructions were that all his

dealings were to be direct with the Board and not with the Mission. In view of this action

we are at a loss to understand Articles 33 and 34 of the Manual.

Following this, Dr. Allen comes to Chemulpo [Inch on], then to Seoul, takes his

place as a regular member of the Mission, asks permission to locate at Chemulpo and rent

a house for six months. Before the close of the time, he receives the appointment of

Secretary to the United States Legation in Seoul, comes to Seoul and is sworn into office

without even a word of even a change of residence from Chemulpo to Seoul having been

made to the Mission, and [he] still holds his place as a member of the Mission, all of

which is contrary to Article 24 of the Manual.

At the regular monthly meeting of the Mission after Dr. Heron s death, Dr. Allen

offered to take charge of the Hospital. Then a discussion as to what course the Mission

should take about the Hospital followed. It was the unanimous feeling of the Mission that

if any change occurred now was the time that a change should occur and that if the

Mission provided the Hospital with a physician, Christian work should be done. Dr. Allen

himself stated that when the Hospital was started it was needed to give the Mission

standing; that this had been done, that something more should now be done or it would

not pay the Mission to run it, and that if any change occurred it could only be brought

about by taking a stand at this time. The Mission also thought that the closure of the

Hospital for two months while we were learning from the Board what they would do

would do no harm to the work, and in this also Dr. Allen agreed. In view of these facts

Mr. Underwood was nominated as a committee of one to interview the Korean officials in

charge of the Hospital, find out what could be done and report at a called meeting of the

Mission. Dr. Allen seconded the nomination and the action was unanimous.

Neither was Dr. Allen's offer to take charge of the Hospital accepted nor was he

appointed a member of the Committee to interview the Hospital authorities because the

Mission did not think it advisable that a purely political position should be combined with

that of a full missionary, and such action would have committed us to that position.

Thouqh no formal notice had been served upon the Mission, we all knew that he had

taken the oath of office and under the circumstances did not deem it advisable to put him

as a missionary in charge of the hospital.

A week afterwards, before the Committee had made its report or we had time to

communicate with the Board, a telegram was received from the Board dated New Yor

August 6 th
,
1890, placing Dr. Allen in charge of the Hospital which prevented us from
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We ask for an explanation of these matters in order that we may know clearly what
to do in the future and, as we cannot consent to Dr. Allen holding a purely political

position at the same time that he is a member of the Mission, we request that the Board

will require him to resign either his position as a member of the Mission or as Secretary of

Legation, and thus to be the one or the other.

Yours respectfully,

Horace G. Underwood
Daniel L. Gifford

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #175, Vol. 3, letter #32, 1890)



Seoul, Korea August 11,1 890 Horace N. Allen

My dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I wrote you a few days ago that I would attend to the hospital for the present.

Since then Mr. Underwood writes me from the country (all our missionaries are out of the

city for the summer) that you have telegraphed for me to take the hospital. This is

fortunate, as it settles matters. It was very humiliating for me to be refused permission by

the Mission to even look into the condition of the hospital I started. It was entirely the

doings of Moffatt [Moffett] and Gifford. I do not blame the former. He is a sincere and

impressionable man. Since his arrival, boarding with the Herons, he has heard, three

times a day, the most outrageous lies about me - this I am fully convinced of from the

fragments that have come to me and the known record - particularly of Mrs. Heron, who

according to her best friends, loses all control of herself and all regard for truth when

speaking of her so-called enemies. It will take a long time to eradicate the wrong

impressions held of me by the new people here. The older ones are now very much

reconciled to Heron's demise as like to conduce to peace all around. Of late he [Heron]

seems to have tried to run the Methodists as well as our own mission.

I have no house, my family are still at Chemulpo and I see no chance of getting

one. I used to have a number of [carrying] chairs which I turned over to Heron (some

were Korean presents to me). I now have to tramp through the mud or borrow the

Minister's chair.

I have looked into the hospital, the buildings are fine. The stock of instruments

(scarcely touched since I left) is large and complete. The medical stock is not so bad as

made out. There is an appropriation of $50 which will be made over for the support of

inpatients if I will take up the work or get a competent man to do so. Also, since my

departure, Heron has drawn $600 per annum which rightfully belonged to the hospital for

medicines. It was made to me if I would resign from the Mission and live at the hospital.

I did not resign but agreed to use it for medicines. It has been drawn but not used as I

had promised.

The officers are very willing to do anything I ask. Should I go there and devote

myself to that work I would like to have a house there and be on the grounds all the time.

The work would be a success and I would then exert a greater religious influence than I

could in perfunctorily putting in one hour or so daily. Also I could see more people and do

better work. Really it matters little. I like this legation work. The Minister is old and sick

most of the time. I will doubtless be Charge d'Affair much of the time. It gives me

immense importance with the Koreans, all of which helps the missionaries with whom I

have fully identified myself anew.

I lose all this and incur the King's ill will by throwing up this place. I can attend to

the hospital as well as this work for some time, but for the former to be a success, a man

should devote his whole time to it. It has not been run aright of late and if you take it up

anew you should do it well.

Yours very truly,

H.N. Allen
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P.S. I have consulted with the Bunkers about this action. Mr. Bunker is very conservative
but he emphatically says it is the only thing I can do - - that when he saw how my offer

of services was rejected at Herons deathbed he saw I ought to leave them entirely alone.

Everyone here seem to be my friends excepting the Heron boarders. I am now
attending Dr. Scranton's sick child with him and he follows my treatment fully.

As I can't have that house and must try to rent one of the Germans at a high rate -

out of $1500 per annum, can't you accept my free services in resuscitating and holding

this hospital for you in lieu of any debt? You know I have paid you a lot of money first

and last. And I abhor a debt. I shall write you often till you signify that you have had

enough.

H.N. Allen

i

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #175, Vol. 3, letter #32, 1890)



Seoul, Korea August 12, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I want to write you just a few lines in addition to my letters of July. July 31st a
Committee was appointed to take charge of and settle up the Medical accounts of Dr.

Heron. I trust they will soon be settled and a final report made to the Board. Medical
funds were used in purchasing the house which was afterwards remodeled for me with
medical funds. I hope the Board will grant our request and sanction the expenditures made
on the house, for otherwise I do not see how we are to set up the medical accounts.

My first six months on the Mission field have brought me many an unanticipated

experience. It seems to me there has been more than a fair share of irregularities and

misunderstandings in the whole history of the Mission but I trust we are not always to

spend our energy and thought in settling difficulties, explaining misunderstandings and

planning to avoid complications. I know we are all exceedingly anxious to have a clear

understanding of the Board's desires and to work in accordance with the rules of the

Board. It is in order to avoid difficulties, to get a clear understanding of the Board's

desires and relations to us, and that we may settle down to earnest spiritual work, that the

paper signed by us has been sent. I certainly hope that by the time I become a voting

member of the Mission we shall be free from all political complications.

I rejoice in the news that Mr. Baird has been appointed to Korea, and rather hope

that your suggestion may eventually be carried out and that he and I will be sent to a new

station. I am planning now for 2 or 3 months stay in another province in order to study

the language and people.

The Toronto Medical Y.M.C.A. have a physician (Dr. Hardy) [Hardie

]

under

appointment to Fusan. He is expected this fall and will work with Mr. Gale. He & Mr.

Gale are both Presbyterians and will no doubt work in hearty sympathy with us.

Sincerely yours in the work,

S. A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #6)



Hpyeng Yang # Korea Sept. 15, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your letter advising a trip of investigation to Fusan and also inquiring about Hpyeng
Yang reached us just as I was arranging a month's trip in this direction for the study of the

language. Am satisfied that what you wrote is true - that a young missionary is at great

advantage in learning the language if free from foreign intercourse, although I believe that

here one's first 6 months ought to be spent in Seoul, the center of Korea - in everything.

The Mission, believing Hpyeng Yang to be a more important point than Fusan, yet

knowing less about it, decided to send some one here to investigate before making a

report to you. Upon my return from here one of us may visit Fusan unless we can get

from Mr. Gale the information desired. I left Seoul Friday Aug. 29 in company with Mr.

Appenzeller, the M.E. presiding elder who was on his annual trip to the northern cities.

We reached Syong To Saturday night and remained over Sunday. Syong To 160 li (a day

and a half) distant from Seoul was formerly the Capital. It is the 2nd city in population and

said to be the 2nd in commercial importance, being the center of the Ginseng business and

surrounded by a country of very fertile farms. Here Mr. Appenzeller with his local preacher

who accompanied him met 5 men, the beginning of their work. I tried but failed to find

those whom our men had formerly seen.

Leaving Monday morning we traveled through a most beautiful country of

mountains and plains with fine looking crops of rice, millet, buckwheat, beans, sorghum,

cotton and tobacco equal to any I have ever seen in the States. Certainly this would be a

prosperous people were it under just rule. We passed through a number of good sized

cities and villages but I looked in vain for anything like an American farm house situated in

the midst of an orchard and surrounded by fields. The farmers all live in the cities or

villages and you may see immense plains of growing crops with no sign of a house. They

form Charles Dudley Warner's ideal country community, in one point at least, that of

neighborliness.

We reached Hpyeng Yang Thursday night having traveled the 550 li in 6 Vi days,

including one day of rest. The city is beautifully situated on the Ta Tong river 20 miles

from the sea, near enough to be reached by the tides which make it a sea port. The

approach from Seoul is through a large plain of growing crops and the view from the city

walls in any direction shows similar plains, equally fertile, back of which are high

mountains. The city is on one side of and at the base of, a knoll which back of the

governor's residence rises to quite a height. From this point the view of river, plains and

mountains is grand. It is the 3rd city in population (about 50,000) and said to be 3rd in

commercial importance, being the capital of the province which is rich in minerals &

timber, the great silk producing region and with abundant crops of grains and tobacco. It

will probably become the most important port as soon as opened.

As yet it is not open to foreign residence, although the Japanese were here for

some time this year trading and shipping produce. They have made several attempts to

qet it opened as a port but have not succeeded. At present there are no Japanese here.

The cost of property here is not higher than in Seoul but the cost of living is said to be

twice as high. At present my teacher and boy and I are living on about $1 .00 a day for all

three of us. Very little has been done here in evangelistic work. The Roman Catholics are

said to number 3000 with a French priest living as a Korean in a small place 70 li south of

here.
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The Methodists have had a local preacher here for some time and at their meeting

here on the 7th which I attended there were 18 men present. Their preacher however
proving to be dishonest has just been discharged. They also have a teacher at An Tjyou &
have begun work in Eui Tjyou.

Our own work consists of 3 baptized men, 3 reported believers and several

interested friends of these. They are without direction or leadership and have no regular

meetings. It is in this province that a great part of our colporteurage work has been done

and where Mr. Ross of Moukden and his followers have labored. Here I have been visited

by men from six or seven cities. The people are larger, hardier, more independent and

have more spirit than those in the south.

I have been here 10 days, living quietly in a Korean inn - going on the street every

day exciting considerable interest. The people greatly dislike the Japanese and their

manner toward me changes as soon as they know I am an American and not a Japanese.

A great many have visited me in my room, many of whom have read considerable of the

Bible and some tracts while here. With many I have talked of Christ and with others my

teacher has talked, though he is not as yet a baptized believer but quite well acquainted

with the Scripture truths.

I intend to stay here several days longer, making sure that it is practicable for a

foreigner to live here several weeks at a time, and quietly do evangelistic work.

From here I go by boat to Chyang Yen in Western Whang Hai Do where we have a

number of believers. After staying there a week will return to Seoul stopping a day or two

at Hai Tjyou the capital of the province and another day at Syong To, reaching Seoul after

almost a 6 weeks trip.

I am satisfied that coming here to permanently reside and open a new station is at

present out of the question - though how soon it will be possible is uncertain, and I am

also satisfied that we ought to occupy this point just as soon as it is possible, whether we

establish a station at Fusan or not. To prepare for entering here my idea would be to have

a man reside in Seoul, but 3 times a year in company with a native evangelist take just

such a trip as I am now taking, stopping here 3 or 4 weeks, giving instruction to believers,

meeting inquirers, developing interest and removing prejudice. After a trip or two, if

practicable a Korean house could be bought for about $300 - in a place suitable for

permanent mission station - part of it cleaned and fitted for occupancy by the missionary

while here and put in charge of a native Christian with whom the missionary would board

while here. This could also serve as a meeting place during the whole year. On the same

trips preliminary work could be done in Syong To and Hai Tjyou and the work at Chyang

Yen receive attention. Taking 6 or 8 weeks out of every 4 months, the balance of the

time spent in Seoul could be given to evangelistic & educational work. Fusan can be

entered at once but if entering Fusan means delay in beginning work here or diminishing

the force in Seoul, I should urge that instead of entering Fusan now, another man work the

Southern provinces in the same way until we have force enough to start the new station.

This raises the question of our force in Seoul. In your letter you say "we ought not

to put all our eggs in one basket" - but - it depends on how many eggs you have. We

certainly need not less than 5 men in Seoul for work exclusively in Seoul & immediate

neighborhood. Seoul will always be the center of work & the most important point.

The Methodist brethren realize this and are to open 4 preaching places there this fall
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and have their educational work & press work under headway, with 5 men and all the

money they want. Of course the Presbyterians will have to do the bulk of the translation

work & Mr. Underwood's time will be given to that and to training a theological class. Mr.

Gifford is Treasurer and will teach in orphanage and do evangelistic work. Of course we
need a physician. Now if we are to do anything like the evangelistic work possible, or if

we are to give the orphanage the supervision needed to get from it the good results which

we ought to & can get or if we are to open the school which is now lying idle we must

have at least two other ministers. These 5 with two men for work in provinces

preparatory to leading to new stations make 7 and by the time the new stations are

opened we will need at least two more so as to leave 5 men permanently in Seoul. We
have but 3 men and 1 under appointment. Of these Mr. Underwood alone has the

language. Mr. Gifford has not been here two years and one cannot be expected to do any

independent work in the language in less than 2 years, especially if he has as many

business affairs & various complications to take up time - as we have had during the last

six months.

The Board has appointed 8 men and 5 single ladies to Korea and expended

considerable money, yet it is not the fault of the field that three of the ladies married, one

withdrew, and that Mr. Gardner withdrew, Dr. Power was removed, and Dr. Allen retired,

while Dr. Heron was removed by death, so that now we have but 3 men, 1 single lady and

Mrs. Heron. I am more than rejoiced to know of Mr. Baird's appointment and only hope

you may send us two more such men at once. I suppose we shall have physicians

appointed to take Dr. Heron's and Dr. Allen s places.

Looking ahead two years when the men that are sent now will have a working

knowledge of the language it seems to me imperative that 2 men should be sent at once.

In two years we shall, almost without doubt, have established or be ready to establish

stations at Hpeng Yang and Fusan, requiring 4 men - 2 men of a little experience and

probably 2 new men. Mr. Underwood will be going to America for a year and as your

letter indicates that Mr. Baird and I will be sent to new station, it will leave Mr. Gifford

with very little assistance unless men are sent at once. I am perfectly willing and ready to

go to new station with Mr. Baird, especially as it will be the fulfillment of what for years

we have hoped we might be able to do, yet the work in Seoul ought not to be

insufficiently manned.

Perhaps I will see things differently after years of experience but can only write as I

see them now. Will write you again upon my return to Seoul & give whatever further

information I may obtain. Hoping that the information obtained may be what you desired

and be helpful in deciding as to our work - with kindest regards, I am.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, #7)



Seoul, Korea September 1 8, 1 890 Horace N. Allen

My dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your kind letters of August 6th and 8 th came by last mail. And happily found me
doing as you desired. The work of the foreigners here has mostly gone over to Dr.

Scranton who had a large share of it prior to Dr. Heron's death. I am attending to the
hospital daily and it is very lively work as it is a long way to the hospital and I have to be
at the Legation at 10:00 a.m. So I start early and put in at least one hour each morning -

going again after four o'clock to do up inside work. Let me tell you something of the
hospital. Your hospital it is, for I shall hold it for you if nothing happens.

Dr. McCloud of Shanghai - one of the general practitioners there, when visiting me
said: "No hospital in China - missionary or other - has a finer outfit of instruments than

you have here." Since the opening a very large stock of drugs has been accumulating but

such dirt and confusion. I have had to destroy nearly $200 of what should have been
good medicine but that no care has been given it. Labels have come off. The horde of

ignorant attendants have mixed medicines and for common safety I had to discard all that

I was not sure of. Nevertheless, there is a fine stock left. And $500 a year will keep it

up handsomely. I find that Dr. Heron simply wrote off his prescriptions and left the entire

filling of them and directions to a man (officer) Ye Chusah, who with his assistants does

not know English at all. Could not find me any but the simplest and commonest
medicines and could not on trial, read a simple prescription. It may seem amazing but the

only reason for the absence of a high mortality in the out patients at the hospital has been

the growing lack of faith in western physic. One man did die an hour after taking

medicine at the hospital, having been strong and but slightly ailing when the medicine was

taken.

No patients have been inside for months and but few for years. The excuse of "no

money" is a poor one as I turned over to Heron $600 per annum from the Customs which

was not to have been used in any other way. Already they have given me $50 per month

(and it is paid regularly) as a salary but I have turned it over for medicines in lieu of the

Customs money now lost. The more I see of the Hospital the more I like it and I would

really like to live right there and devote myself to it, were it not for certain things. I hope

you will send a good man - one that I can help.

Underwood and I are on the best of terms. Mrs. Heron has shown the old spirit

earlier than we expected, having caused an ugly row with Mrs. Underwood the afternoon

before Underwood's wonderful son was born. With the other missionaries (Presbyterian) I

have absolutely nothing to do and cannot. They are all boarders at the Herons, and did

not even call on Mrs. Allen till she had been here a month. Mrs. Denny [wife of Judge

O.N. Denny, of Oregon, for several years Advisor to His Majesty] called immediately and

seems anxious to make up, as does the Judge, as well.

I like my present work very much. The King has placed a very decent house at my

disposal and we feel quite at home once more. With the exception of Mrs. Heron and her

little clique, all are very pleasant. Mr. Heard [American Government Minister] and I get

along charmingly and I can do much good even if some of the people would rather not



have me to do so.

9/18/1890 p.2 H.N.A.

Denny still hangs on, though Legendre is reinforced by C.R. Greathouse, Consul

General (U.S.) at Yokohama, who has just been attached to the Home Office [as legal

advisor to the Korean government]. He is a great legal authority and a good man. Mr.

Denny has gone to Shanghai as they are expecting to be ejected from their house. The

last months of this year drag slowly as daily outbreaks are expected or attempts to

overturn the government in fulfilment of prophecy. Numerous arrests have been made

recently for conspiracy, some high nobles being so arrested, and everyone seems to be

afraid to express an opinion lest spies should hear and apprehend. The Dowager funeral

comes off soon (October 1

1

th
) and that is supposed to be the time of chief danger.

A woman with a tumor (a virgin) was recently arrested. She was a prophetess and

was believed to have been the victim of an immaculate conception, the son to be born

being of Divine origin and the future ruler of Korea. She was arrested with many of her

followers and is now in prison. She cannot be opened till after the funeral when she will

be the victim of a caesarian section. If the contents of her womb prove to be of divine

origin the wound will be sewed up and the pregnancy will go on to term. If carnal, then

the woman loses her head. I think it will prove to be a tumor which will be considered as

the conception of the Devil.

Please keep privately what I write you, as letters of mine have gotten into print

when they were not intended for the public.

My kind regards to your family and to the Nevius' if they are still near you.

Remember me to the other Secretaries.

Yours very truly,

H.N. Allen

P.S. September 20, 1890

There is no record at the hospital of moneys received and expended. Yet by the

Korean count Dr. Heron received $1200 ($600 regular medical appropriation and $600

verv dated [?] allowance from Customs for medicines). No medicines worth mentioning

have been sent to the hospital for over a year. Last January Heron told me he had sent

home a large order for the hospital. In March he said it had come but he would not turn ,t

over to the hospital till he received the money due in full. Later he and others said the

money had been paid. Mr. Underwood now confirms this report and says there is a large

unbroken order of medicines stored away in Herons house and from the bulk of t e

articles he infers it must be for the hospital. I asked to have it sent over as the money

had been paid, but Moffatt [Moffett] has charge of that business and is now up country

From oas/experience however I find he does as Mrs. Heron directs and have no hopes of

getting the goods or a settlement interest on order from you. Will you please send it. In

meantime I have turned over the of my medical stock to supply some deficiency

at hospital.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #175, Vol. 3, letter #41, 1890)



Seoul, Korea Oct. 20, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I wrote you Sept. 1 5 from Hpyeng Yang stating that that point is not yet open for
permanent residence and suggested that on account of its importance as a strategic point
it should be visited several times a year until the right of permanent residence can be
secured.

I ascertained that a house of about 20 kan (a kan is a small room 8 ft. square) in a

good location can be purchased for about 200,000 small cash equal to $300 or $400
according to varying rate of cash.

I left Hpeng Yang by boat in order that I might see the port Chyel Do which the

Japanese have made repeated efforts to have opened. Discovered that the city of Hpyeng
Yang is farther from the sea than the Koreans had represented, for it is 100 li (30 miles) to

Chyel Do, which is situated at the point where the Ta Tong River enters the bay. Chyel Do
is a small official village of some 25 houses where taxes are collected, built on side of a

hill at the water's edge. I judge that it is a very healthful location.

From here on account of frail and leaky boat and heavy winds we went up one arm

of the bay and landed, going to Anak where we stayed over Sunday and thence overland

to Chyang Yen in two days.

We reached Anak on market day and the market space was crowded with

thousands of people from the whole country round about. Every five days they have this

Fair Day and it will present splendid opportunities for street preaching. From Anak we
passed through a rather sparsely settled mountainous country and through the gold regions

to a group of small villages in the Chang Yen magistracy. Here we have what appeared to

me the most successful and promising work which has been done in Korea. In this

country neighborhood - where I stayed 8 days - we have some 15 baptized Christians who

meet regularly for study of the Word. From there has come our native Evangelist, and a

colporteur, and our most intelligent Christians. It is the only neighborhood in which I heard

of no Roman Catholics. Under foreign supervision this might become a small but influential

center of Protestantism, for there we reach the middle class of Koreans - those most free

from the moral and political corruption of the country - the class which will certainly

become the "back-bone" of new Korea.

From there a six days journey brought me back to Seoul, though on the way I spent

half a day in Hai Tjyou, the capital of Whang Hai Do, and the prettiest & cleanest city of

the country, and spent Sunday in Syong To.

I reached Seoul after a journey of some 500 miles - having learned something of the

language, considerably more of the people, the country and the customs, and with a more

intelligent conception of the task which is before us in seeking to evangelize this nation. I

also proved to my own satisfaction that I can keep well and strong for some time living

almost exclusively on Korean food and in the Korean manner. I came back and at once

had to enter upon the consideration of the many little perplexing problems of mission

affairs concerning the more important of which I wish now to write you.

We have fully discussed the question of new stations, have inquired of Mr. Gale

concerning Fusan and interviewed our Korean workers from Seoul and the northern

provinces and as a result have unanimously agreed that we ought at once to enter Fusan



and Eui Tjyou.
10/20/90 - p. 2 S.A.M.

The Koreans agree that outside of Seoul, Hpyeng Yang is by far the most important

point and Fusan next, but say that we cannot enter Hpyeng Yang now and can enter Eui

Tjyou (in the province where most seed has been sown) we ought to go there next and
then enter Fusan. They say, and we think rightly, that Hpyeng Yang can be worked from

Eui Tchyou until such time as we can enter there. Mr. Gale and Dr. Hardie expect to go to

Eui Tjyou in the spring and want us to send a man with them. They will not organize work

but their instructions are to work with whatever church is on the field. If we send a man
with them we can reap the results of their work and organize it. They expected to buy

Korean houses and adapt to their use with but little alteration and I believe by following

the same policy we can occupy that field at little expense and at the same time reach

Koreans more effectively than by building foreign houses.

The expense of living in Eui Tjyou will be considerably more than in Seoul because

of the distance over which all goods would have to be transported.

As to Fusan - now that Hpeng Yang is closed, we are a unit in the opinion that

Fusan should be opened at once, and have asked for a physician and one minister to be

sent there. The Board evidently intended sending two ministers and a physician but unless

in addition to that you will send us one man for the North we believe only one minister

should be sent to Fusan.

I should like to put in a word just here with reference to myself. If you intended to

send a physician and Mr. Baird to Fusan I wish very much I might go there also - if you will

give us another man to take my place here and a man to go North. If that is not best I

should like to go to Eui Tchyou with Mr. Gale and Dr. Hardie if you will send another man

here. The members of the mission have expressed their opinion that the force here should

remain unchanged, but I could do better work outside of Seoul. It is difficult to learn the

language where so much English is spoken and the social demands are too numerous. In

addition - without desiring to criticize what has been done, I should like to begin work on a

somewhat different basis. I believe we have begun wrong end foremost and planted

schools and institutions without the preliminary years of evangelistic work which they had

in China and Japan. We are not ready for schools. There is no demand for English

education and we have not the force with which to man Korean schools.

I am now trying to solve the orphanage problem which has come under my care.

We can get all the boys we want if we will clothe and feed them but the question with me

is - What is now the object of the orphanage and is it accomplishing that object? It has

done good and accomplished the object for which it was established, viz: to help open the

country for our work.

We are seeking to bring the expenses within the reduced appropriation. Mr. Gale is

superintending it for three months and then I will take complete charge until its future is

decided upon. Of this I will write you again. If, after arrival of re-enforcements it seems

best that I should remain in Seoul and the new arrivals go to new stations, so it must be,

tho' I should prefer to go to the country.
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OSt earnestly Paying that we may be speedily re-enforced and that the blessing ofthe Spirit may rest upon your work and ours.

Sincerely Yours

Samuel A. Moffett

^ r * ^ a,e saVs a ,ar9e tract of land can be purchased in Fusan for $100. This is
situated on a hill in a healthful location and large enough for two or three houses. A
foreigner now living there is building a house with Japanese carpenters - for $1200. The
house is perhaps a little larger and more elaborately decorated than we would wish to
build. If you will give us two men and $2500 we believe we can occupy that field.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #8)



Seoul, Korea October 31,1 890 H.G. Underwood

Minutes of the Korea Mission, Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

Meeting held at Mr. Underwood’s. The Sec’y being worn out by a long journey Mr.

Underwood was appointed Sec. pro tem. The meeting was opened with reading & prayer by Mr.

Underwood. The minutes of the Sept. & the two intervening special meetings were read & after

corrections, approved. The following orders were approved:

D.L. Gifford, $138.25, S.A. Moffett, $205.00, Miss Doty, $76.00, H.G. Underwood,

$151.00. The letter from the Board dated Sept. 1 1, 1890 to the Mission was read. It enclosed

the action of the Board concerning Dr. Allen’s relations to the Mission, which on motion were

spread on the minutes & are as follows:

“It was resolved that in view of the acceptance by Dr. Allen of the office of

secretary of the U.S. Legation, the Board advise Dr. Allen to resign his position as a missionary,

& that on the presentation of such resignation to the Mission, the Mission be directed to accept

it, & to settle with Dr. Allen on the basis of Paragraph 24 of the Manual, the amount of salary

received from the Legation up to the date of settlement being deducted, & that the Sec’y in

charge, express to Dr. Allen the Board’s high appreciation of his services in the past.

The Com[mittee] on By Laws reported progress. Accepted. Mrs. Heron’s order for

$127.45 approved. The Com. on buying the comer property reported the excessive demands of

the owner of the wine-shop; had walled him out but recommended the building of a gate at the

bottom of the lane, & making the other changes formerly desired, & using the appropriation as

far as needed. Report of Com adopted & on motion Mr. Moffett & Mrs. Heron were added to

the Committee. The Com. on road repairs reports that the road had been repaired as far as the

road to Mrs. Heron’s house, & Mr. Gifford resigned. Report adopted. Mr. Underwood was

elected to fill Mr. Gifford’s place. The permanent Com. on walls reported that the front walls

were under repair by order of Com. Report accepted. The report of Conference on Mr. Sau’s

salary was on motion taken from the table. On motion the report was adopted. The motion

about the sale of books for the Lower School was next taken from the table. It was amended that

Mr. Underwood be made that Com. Motion as amended carried. Moved that a Com. of two, Mr.

Moffett & Mr. Underwood be appointed to attend to the sale of the Girls School property to the

S.P.G.’s [Society for the Propagation of the Gospel] under the action of the Board. Carried.

Moved that we inform the Board that we observe with deep regret the fact that their letter

intimates that they are only sending one physician to take the place of the two that we have lost

& that we earnestly request them to send us our full complement of men, so that we can carry

out our plans about new stations. Moved that the Med. Com. be instructed to report to the Board

the existing state of affairs with reference to the Hospital. Adjourned with prayer by Mr.

Gifford.

H.G. Underwood

Sec’y pro tem

(photo-copied from files of Presby. Historical Society, Philadelphia. Copies in files of Samuel

Hugh Moffett collection)



Seoul, Korea Nov. 4, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your letter of Sept. 9th received. I am very glad to feel assured that the

Board understands the situation here and to know that you have taken the action

you did in reference to Dr. Allen. He has and I think will show himself friendly to

our work and I hope in his position may help in getting a new treaty which will give

us liberty to teach Christianity.

I have word from Mr. Baird that he will sail Dec. 18th. I hope the way may

be open for him to go to new station as soon as he has had a few months

experience in Seoul, long enough to know on what basis he wants to begin work.

At Oct. Mission meeting a committee was appointed to write you full

particulars of the present condition and prospects of affairs relating to the hospital.

As soon as inquiries can be made I presume you will hear.

I enclose "Suggestions for Outfit and Journey" for Korea Mission - which I

hope will reach you in time to be of use to the second physician you send us - if

not for the first. The list is approved by the entire mission.

Very Sincerely,

S.A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions,

Korea Correspondence, from microfilm #179, Vol. 8, letter #10)



Seoul, Korea November 17, 1890 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

If I do not stand a first class examination in the language at the end of the first year, I

think 1 will have a right to put in a plea for leniency. Mr. and Mrs. Underwood have been
compelled to go to Chefoo on account of Mrs. U’s health and Mr. Gifford has been laid up for

two weeks with “La Grippe”. Consequently I have been forced to look after hundreds of little &
big things which, much as I regretted it, have interfered with my language study.

1 feel quite uneasy about Mr. and Mrs. Underwood. Dr. Scranton says they ought by all

means to go to America next spring - that neither of them is at all well. Mr. Underwood is of

that disposition which is loth to admit that he is not strong and well but he has had several spells

of nausea and fainting and admits that he cannot do as much hard work as he could a year or two

ago.

If he goes to America in the spring I am afraid my prospects for leaving Seoul are not

very bright, but I hope Baird will not be kept here longer than six months. Mr. Gale is

practically one of us and is looking after Mr. U’s evangelistic work in his absence and is living at

and superintending the orphanage which has been placed under my care. Together we are

working to get the orphanage upon a somewhat different basis and to bring the expenses within

the appropriation. The latter however will be impossible as four months of this year it was run

on the old plan before we knew the appropriation had been cut down. At the special meeting of

the Mission held just before Mr.Underwood left for China I asked that the Board be requested to

give us permission to use for the orphanage a part of the $500 appropriated for support of boys

in school. The school has not been and cannot be opened, but I think the orphanage will

gradually change its character so that it will more properly be termed a Boys’ School and the

appropriation will thus be used as was intended. We have “weeded out” the boys, sending back

to their friends a number who gave no promise of becoming good students or useful men; have

placed a Christian teacher over the boys and made the Chinese Bible a text book.

Mr. Gale expects to go to Eui Tjyou in December but his knowledge of the language will

have enabled us to get the orphanage in such condition that we will have a more definite idea of

its financial affairs.

If Mr. Gale settles in the north we will have a splendid chance to start a work through

him if we can send one man with him. He knows the language well, and knows Koreans. He is

a thorough Presbyterian, but will work with whatever church is on the field.

I have written this hastily and perhaps not very accurately but with the desire to keep you

informed of the condition of this kaleidoscopic field

Sincerely yours,

S. A. Moffett

P.S. I have a younger brother now attending Union Seminary. If you are ever at the seminary I

wish that he could meet you. [Thomas C. Moffett, at Union Seminary, New York]

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea Correspondence, from microfilm #179, Vol. 8. letter

#9)



[Undated note, probably written in Seoul & probably in 1890 after Dr. Heron’s death]

Samuel A. Moffett

My Dear Mrs. Heron:

I thank you ever so much for the photograph of Dr. Heron. It will be a great
pleasure to have it, not so much that I may see it, for the Doctor’s face is always with

me, but when I go home I want my friends there to know him who was such a true man,
sincere friend and real missionary. You know that I appreciate having the picture.

Sincerely Your Friend,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)






