
Pyongyang, Korea January 2, 1932

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D., 156 Fifth Ave., New York City, N.Y.

Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

A happy New Year to you all!

Enclosed I am sending you as required a “Summary Report” for your use in reporting to

the General Assembly. It was prepared by Mr. Richard H. Baird of Kangkei and to my mind is

one of the best prepared reports we have ever sent to the Board.

I have written in two emendations which belong to this year rather than to last year’s

report but they should be in as foot-notes if not as a part of the report.

More extended notice should be made somewhere of Dr. Baird’s death and of his forty

years of consecrated and efficient labors along Educational, Evangelistic, and Literary lines of

work and of his great influence upon and in the Korean Church.

I want also to call your attention to two items which were not dealt with in my recent

letters to you.

The first is the question as to the salary and allowance for Mrs. W.M. Baird, Sr.

According to the manual page 59, paragraph 66, “The salary is especially arranged in view of the

circumstances.” As Mrs. Baird expects to remain on the field with her ten year old daughter,

Mary Anna, and expects to keep house, I take it that her salary should be more than that of a

single worker. I understand the child’s allowance continues as before but that the question of the

salary will be taken up and dealt with by you.

Mrs. Baird is one of our most efficient and valuable workers and probably has some

twenty years of service before her. She has the language and is most indefatigable in her work in

the Women’s Higher Bible School and Bible Institute, Girls’ Academy, West Gate Church,

Evangelistic Services among factory workers, and many other activities.

The second item concerns the request to transfer the Andong Church site to the

Presbytery Zaidan [Juridical Person]. This request has not yet been finally acted upon by the

Board. (The requests for the transfer of two sites in Chungju Station have received Board

approval but this request has not yet been acted upon).

My letter ofDecember 26, 1930 presented the request with the Mission’s unanimous

approval of Executive Committee recommendation V 787 covering the same. Board letter No.

770 of February 19, 1931 asked for more information. This was given in my letter of April 22,

1931 but so far as I know the Board has not taken action thereon. In the printed minute for 1931

page 56, V 787 the action of the Mission is recorded but in my covering letter of September 22,

1931 I failed to call particular attention to this item. Will you please see that Board action is
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taken approving this transfer. All information is given in the above mentioned letters.

One other thing I should mention, although Taiku station has probably written you

concerning it. Final victory has at last been secured in the long nine year dravra out legal contest

over the possession of the Taiku First Church building and site which were taken by a few

members of the Church and a Pastor who rebelled and set up an Independent Church. The

Supreme Court has finally given its decision which is a complete victory for the Presbytery and

Station. The congregation has joyfully returned to its own building and is now worshiping there.

Thank you for the Christmas greeting from yourself and Mrs. McAfee.

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

SHM:CHM

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea January 15, 1932

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D., 156 Fifth Ave., New York City, New York

Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

In accordance with the request of Board general letter number 44 I am trying to reach

you by February first with the reply to the findings of the Lakeville Conference Report. It is

impossible to obtain the judgment of the whole Mission but I have conferred with the members

of the Executive Committee and have asked them to send me their reactions that I may at least

be able to give you a partial report from the Korea Mission.

Our work is already conducted along the lines of the Conference findings in so many

respects that where no dissent is expressed you may act on the assumption that the findings

meet with our approval. Questions are raised and doubts expressed by members of the

Executive Committee concerning a number of the findings and I will indicate and comment

upon these. Hearty approval with special emphasis is expressed upon other findings and I will

indicate these also.

GROUP I EVANGELISTIC AIM.

Findings (2) (9) (13) (15) (17) (22-4) and (23) all meet with our emphatic approval, (17) calling

for a double emphasis. While we rejoice in the challenge to the Church for an increased force,

(22-4) and (23) draws the statement that “primary emphasis upon evangelism is correct but

needs even greater emphasis.” The Korea Mission experience shows the great advantage of

having each and every Missionary assigned some direct evangelistic work.

GROUP II EDUCATIONAL

The findings under this head do not meet with such unqualified approval as those under

group 1 and we would bespeak a very careful reconsideration and rewording of some of these

findings.

(24) This meets approval if the emphasis is properly placed upon education of a

Christian constituency and not upon that of the non-Christian. Experience indicates that where

the general education of non-Christians is considered the province of the Mission the

institutions are in danger of losing their Christian character and thus fail to become assets to the

Church or Mission. One member writes, “The Mission should primarily help educate Christian

children but may include non-Christian children in its schools.”

If the leavening of non-Christian society with Christian ideals and standards of life is

stressed to the disparagement of individual regeneration as the main objective, then the

tendency is to neglect the latter and so, failing to secure redeemed individuals through whom
alone non-Christian society can be rightly influenced, lead to a double failure.

(25) Here the emphasis must be placed upon “actual practice”, not theory only in
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securing thoroughly Christian institutions. “The importance of securing thoroughly Christian

schools calls for special emphasis.”

(26) Union educational work can be had at the expense of Christian character, purpose

and achievement and when secured with a compromise as to the Christian character of the

student body or of the faculty or of the instruction given, the Union may result in an apparently

more efficient institution projected on a larger scale but with little in the way of a Christian

product and may result also in the elimination of a smaller and less pretentious institution

which was or can be made to be a real asset in the development of the Church.

(27) Not only the faculty should be composed of active, not merely nominal Christians,

but the Board of Directors should be composed of Christians. Union with non-Christians in the

control of an institution has almost always resulted in dissention and frequently in law suits.

“Mission school teaching staff should be of the highest Christian character, a non-Christian

teacher being used only in an emergency as a temporary expedient.” With reference to

endowment it is absolutely necessary that Mission schools be perpetuated by endowment. It is

time that all the schools permanently needed by the Mission churches should be endowed to the

extent of meeting the minimum need for their continued existence.

(29) Korea’s experience in securing Designation with the right to teach the Bible and to

conduct Christian religious exercises would seem to indicate that if this right is consistently

and persistently maintained it can be secured. Certainly such right in a Christian school

founded and supported by Christians with the avowed purpose ofpropagating Christianity

should not be surrendered lightly. The question arises as to whether more cannot be

accomplished by efforts to influence students in government schools than by conducting

schools which are prohibited having any Christian instruction or requirements.

Some, however, think it better to have Christian children taught by Christian teachers even

though under unfair restrictions rather than to close the school because of the denial of

religious liberty.

(31) Provision for mass education of non-Christians would hardly seem to be the

province of a Mission but rather of the government even though it may be the duty of the

Christian Church in any land to foster and encourage any education which is not anti-Christian.

(33) Some of us question very seriously the justice or the wisdom of giving preferential

treatment and privilege in the raising of funds for Union institutions at the expense of the

evangelistic work or of our own Presbyterian institutions which often are greater assets to the

Church than are some of the larger, more expensive and often less positively Christian schools

and hospitals. Many missionaries and supporters of the Board’s work feel keenly the injustice

of what seems like discrimination against the evangelistic work and our own institutions just

because the privileged ones are Union institutions, irrespective of the fact that our own
institutions may be far greater factors in the development of a thoroughly evangelical Church.

Others question the advisability of the “creation of a department promoting especially the

interest of the higher educational institutions” fearing that such a department would emphasize
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dangerously the institutional work at the expense of evangelism which is the primary objective

of Board and Missions.

(50) We suggest that in stations where there is no access to public or private libraries

some provision be made for supplying missionaries with books for their own intellectual and

spiritual development and with books which may aid them to prepare for more efficient service

along exegetical, historical or medical lines. The Board might to advantage maintain at but

small expense a circulating library, the books to be sent from station to station, kept for a stated

period and sent on at the reader’s expense for postage only. Five hundred dollars would keep a

hundred or more books in circulation.

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL WORK

(51 to 58) In connection with this phase ofwork through the Missions we request great

caution on the part of the Board lest the social welfare work which is a fruit of the Gospel be so

stressed that it is made a substitute for the Gospel. As one writes, “We caimot make a Christ-

like world except we make Christ-like individuals.” Another suggests that a great deal of this

work may be done by volunteer workers who may be led to come to the field at their own

expense and undertake the direction ofmuch of the social welfare work which, however

desirable, is not the first work of those entrusted with the spread of the Gospel message.

Another writes, “The title Social Evangelist is all to the good if the emphasis is upon

Evangelist . If it contemplates the development of extensive social institutions they should be

limited even more than the Mission medical work and even then they should be developed as a

part of the Church community life rather than as the work of the Missions. The Social

Missionary should be an evangelist first and always.”

MEDICAL

(59-78) Sections (60) and (69) meet with decided approval, the suggestion being made that

special emphasis be placed upon (69) so that our hospitals may do more charity work and more

definitely avoid the impression of being commercialized. Many of us question the

practicability of having “two doctor hospitals with two (foreign) nurses as not only being

unnecessary in Korea today but as tending to absorb an unnecessarily large portion of the

Mission finances and personnel.” The smaller hospitals are often the greater factors in

evangelism and in the development of the Church. On this question there is a decided

difference of opinion among the doctors themselves. On the subject of endowment (70) there

is a feeling that endowment is necessary only for medical colleges and such hospitals as are

required as permanent witnesses for Christian Medical Missions.

(78) The conviction is that while all such developments are good yet they should be

kept in a minor place compared with the need for active evangelism.
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GROUP m THE YOUNGER CHURCHES

(81) For the education of the whole membership for constructive Christian service we

unhesitatingly ask for a special consideration of the Bible Training Class System and the short

term Bible Institute work of the stations of the Korea Mission. We are deeply thankful for

having been led into the development of this phase of our work.

(84) and (89) Meet with our unqualified approval.

(91) The Korea plan is working most satisfactorily. It conserves Mission control of

Mission responsibilities and conserves through its own Church courts the complete control of

the Korean Church and its affairs. The Church is free to use or not to use the missionaries in

the Church and the Church decides the relationship of the missionaries to the Church courts

and the work under its jurisdiction. The spheres of responsibility being clearly recognized and

observed, there is little if any friction and no authority is exercised by the missionary in Church

affairs except as this authority is given him by the Korean Church.

(93) Some of us are not at all convinced that all Union work has been an advantage and

question whether the General Assembly or the Church is clearly aware of the character of the

teaching given or of the proportion of non-Christian teachers and students in some of the Union

institutions. Union at the expense of a positive Christian testimony is an injury rather than a

benefit to the work. On the other hand there are some who think that Union should be

positively developed and fostered in all Mission work.

(94) This meets our heartiest approval. The General Assembly in Korea has voluntarily

given us membership in the Church courts which as an independent self-governing body it

certainly has the right to do. It determines what powers it wishes to give to the missionary and

what shall be the relation of the missionary to its work. This relationship can of course be

changed at any time it may seem wise to do so.

(97) The direct connection of the field Churches with the American Church should not

be fostered. Ignoring the existence or prerogatives of the Mission will bring no advantage to

the field Churches. A Mission field Church should of course have the right to communicate as

Church to Church with the mother Churches but not as regards administrative questions which

belong to the Mission. The tendency of some Missionary Churches to assume or monopolize

the powers of the Mission with respect to the control of appropriations and appointment of

missionaries indicates a failure to realize the responsibility incumbent upon the Board and

Missions.

(99) The questions of the salaries of such nationals is a serious one. If received from
America through the Board the demand is for higher salaries than those given by the national

Church which secures its funds from the churches on the field. The individual is prone to feel

that he is independent of the national Church.
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(100) This should be dealt with according to the circumstances in each individual case.

Dr. Ellinwood’s advice was “take your year of post-graduate study or special preparation on the

field.” The year of special preparation can be taken to greater advantage on the first furlough.

(107) Some provision for the medical care of minor children in America would seem

wise in view of the fact that they have not the benefit of parental oversight.

(110) This we deem advisable.

(111) Proportionate retirement” with proportionate pension should be provided for,

particularly in given cases between the ages of sixty and seventy although the present

retirement age of seventy should be continued. It is not wise to keep a man on the field who is

over sixty and whose usefulness is practically over. Waiting with little to do until the age of

retirement is reached should be avoided.

(112) This is a wise provision if differentiation is clearly made as to the powers to be

exercised by the Executive Committee and if the decision as to what powers are to be so

delegated is made by the Mission. The Missions may not decide alike. Where powers are so

delegated the full right of appeal and reconsideration should be safe guarded for individuals

and for stations. Questions of serious import should require more than majority vote of such an

Executive Committee.

(122) Professors of Missions in Theological Seminaries should have provision made for

such personal visits to Mission fields as will give them a clear and sympathetic knowledge of

conditions in the work of Missions.

(129) A plan for continuance of the Mission staff with a comprehensive plan for the

definite evangelization of all the fields for which our Church is responsible should be

inaugurated and special effort should be made to press forward in taking advantage of the

opportunities which present themselves in any fields which give promise of rapid achievement

of the Missions task.

I trust the above is what you wished us to prepare and I trust that it may reach you by
the first of February or very soon thereafter.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

SAMiCHM

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historieal Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea January 19, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D., 156 Fifth Ave., New York City, N.Y.

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

Your letter of December 7* dealing with the question of Mrs. Baird’s continuance on the field

and the salary provision to be made for her is before me.

I have had talks with Mrs. Baird and also with Dr. Blair concerning this and of course we are all

settled in our minds that her continuance on the field is highly desirable. There are few women so well

qualified, with such entire consecration and such good judgment. She is an ideal one to take over Miss

Best’s work as the latter’s health and age make it necessary for her to gradually turn over her

responsibilities to a successor.

She greatly desires to continue in the house in which they have lived and we see no reason why
she should be moved. It may be and probably will be possible to alter the house at not too great an

expense so as to make it possible for her to occupy one part, and another small family or a single woman
to occupy the other part. That question we will take up in the station and settle as we see what the

situation is this coming Spring or Summer.

However, it is evident to us that a “larger provision’’ for Mrs. Baird’s salary than that of a single

woman is desirable and necessary. With her daughter and with house-keeping she will have a

considerable number of expenses over and above those of a single woman. We have debated among us

three as to whether I should suggest to you a salary two-thirds that of a man and his wife ($1250.00)

which is now the salary of a single woman, or a salary three-fourths that of a man and his wife ($1,407).

We are quite of the opinion that it would be wise to make it the $1,407.00 at least for a year or

two until Mrs. Baird has adjusted herself to the new conditions when in the light of her experience and the

knowledge ofwhat she will require in order to be free for Mission work, she will know clearly whether

she can comfortably meet expenses on a smaller salary.

There is no question in our minds as to Mrs. Baird’s being quite ready to suggest reduction in her

salary if she finds that the amount is more than enough to meet her needs. We would prefer to have her

suggest a reduction rather than for her to ask for an increase of the lower amount at the end of a year or

two.

We understand that the child’s allowance in either case continues as before. The Board has

always been eminently fair and so generous in all that pertains to our salaries that I am sure that your

decision on this question will be a just one, whatever it may be.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett
SAM:CHM

P.S. Your letter concerning Dr. Purviance has been received. I hesitate to make inquiries along this line

fearing lest Dr. Lowe hearing of it become more discouraged. We still hope that he will be able to pass

his examinations this Spring. In case he and Dr. Baugh pass their examinations there will be no vacancy
which calls for another doctor. I think perhaps our wiser course is to await the result of the Spring
examinations. However, I may soon write you again on this matter. I wish to consult Dr. Ludlow.

S.A.M.

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia;
Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea January 21, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D., 156 Fifth Ave., New York City

Dear Dr. McAfee:

Yours of December 12 is at hand, in which you make inquiries as to the opportunity for the

Mission to use the Korea boys who desire to return here for Mission work.

Of course we are all delighted to have the children of the Mission return and already we have

had some 14 men and women who have so returned - to the great advantage of the work. TTre question

of their fitness for the work and their call to it must, of course, be considered in each individual case. I

have talked to and written my own boys that while I would rejoice to have them return to Korea as

missionaries, yet that I hoped they would apply not just because Korea attracted them but because they

feel the call to serve the Lord in any Foreign field to which He may lead them and for which the Board

may think them fitted. I have pointed out to them that it might easily be that the Board would not be

able to appoint all who may wish to come or that the Mission’s order of preference may be such that

even though desiring their appointment, yet the need may be for those of other qualifications. This I

think should be pointed out to all such applicants and their applications should be made in response to

the call for men for any field and not just for Korea, even though they may be fiilly justified in

expressing preference for Korea.

With reference to Richard Pieters whom we know, whose qualifications as a scholar we know
and whose spirit we know, I doubt not that the Mission would be glad to have him if there is a call for

a man with his qualifications and preparation but there is a decided question as to that. So far as I

know there is no call now nor likely to be a call for another man (foreigner) in either the Union

Christian College [Pyengyang] or in the Chosen Christian College [Seoul]. Neither has need for a

teacher of mathematics which is Richard’s specialty, and while the C.C.C. is doubtless looking for a

successor to Dr. Avison I do not suppose they would expect to select a man with little experience as an

educator. I see no special need which is likely to place a call for such a one on the Mission’s list for

Preferred Workers.

With reference to Charles Bemheisel, a somewhat similar question arises. We should be

delighted to have Charles with us if he were prepared to fill our present need now. To prepare for

Industrial work he would need at least two years of special preparation.

Our need for a successor to Mr. McMurtrie is immediate. He goes on furlough in April and at

end of his furlough he reaches the age for retirement. We are hoping that one of the four men with

whom we have had correspondence will prove to be the one for the place. We hope they are in touch

with the Candidate Department. At next Annual Meeting we shall doubtless place this Industrial

Worker near the top of our Order of Preference for New Workers. Should Charles take a Theological

Course and qualify as an evangelist I think there will be a place for him as we shall need evangelists

for some years to come. For the Industrial position we need a man of experience and special training

and one who has business ability. We are not prepared to pass judgment upon Charles’ qualifications

along these lines.

It is difficult to write on this subject but I feel pretty sure I have represented the attitude of the
Mission to this question.

Pardon the faulty typewriting. I thought it best not to use my Secretary, my own son, Charles.

Yours Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia;
Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York January 26, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Moffett, Pyengyang, Chosen (Korea)

Dear Dr. Moffett:

Your letters of December 17* and 2P' are here and bring me important news.

1 . The name of Miss Esther G. Johnson has been referred at once to the Candidate Department

and of course we will hope to have good news of her.

2. We note your approval of Mr. and Mrs. George Adams and are sorry that up to this time the

medical statement from Mrs. Adams is not so promising as we might desire.

3. I hope you are quite assured that Miss Davie and Miss Craig are the workers you want and I

suppose your definite assurance of them comes from Mr. and Mrs. Soltau. They know them both.

Certainly we will try to meet the quota. Your account of the loss of your women workers is really very

disturbing. Miss Kinsler’s two years are more than passed and I have written her just now asking

whether she has prospects of returning, or whether the Manual rule might not wisely apply to the

vacancy made in your numbers. We Imow of no especial reason why Miss Covington should not return

except her desire to be here with her father. The reports from Miss McCune are quite favorable. Your
force is terribly depleted, however, and we are eager to see it renewed.

4. Dr. Dodd and I are in earnest conference about the medical dental bills, but we see no way
out yet. The only way we can increase them would be to insist on their being a first charge on all the

appropriations to the Mission in classes under the direction of the Mission and the rest of your
appropriations are so limited that of course we hesitate to inject anything of this sort into your
adjustment of them. The case is not by any means closed, and Dr. Dodd is deeply concerned by it as

we all are.

5. The Board has acted, as you know, on your word about Dr. Avison and he has returned.

Your earlier letter had given me some assurance that this was the feeling of the Executive Committee
and I am glad to have your forecast so fully confirmed.

6. We have put in our files your statement about the Korean students where it supplements the

earlier information. Mr. Samuel H. Cho was in the office yesterday and we are trying to cooperate with
him in his plans for two years at Teachers’ College here after his year at Princeton is over. He tells me
that he can hope to secure his Ph.D. in two years, the College accepting his work in Chosen, at

Macalester and Princeton as adequate preparation for it. He will be up against it in finances unless he
gets a large scholarship which I have asked for him from Dr. Monroe, but which is so scarce that I fear

we may not get it.

7. I am having also correspondence with Mr. E.T. Cho who is now in Hollywood and took his
Ph.D. at Ohio State. I do not quite get the straight of his difficulty when he was bak in Chosen rather
recently and the Japanese Government apparently refused him a teacher’s certificate because of his
“dangerous thought.” He tells me that he has some plans for himself and I have asked him to tell me
what they are to see if we ought to cooperate with him. A lady in Ohio is eager to build a church in his
home village which he says his brother would “manage”. Just what he means to do himself I do not
know. The whole matter is still open.

The year is going on without any marked change, but we hope for good things at the end.

Sincerely,

Cleland B. McAfee

enc.

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia;
Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York January 26, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Moffett, Pyengyang, Chosen

Dear Dr. Moffett:

I am writing in such degree of confidence as you yourself may wish to exercise. This letter

may be entirely to yourself, or you may share it with the Executive Committee, or with any individuals

according to your own judgment.

I have been much concerned lately over what I fear is the situation at Chairyung, especially as

it is involved in the influence of Dr. and Mrs. Roy K. Smith. You probably know that Dr. Dodd has

written Dr. Ludlow, as Chairman of the Medical Committee, that he is sending Mrs. Livesay back with

some anxiety and with the hope that she will not be required to remain in Chairyung in close fellowship

with Mrs. Smith for any length of time. He thinks she could endure a few months but he is quite

certain that she will not be able nervously to endure a long experience there. I have an intimation that

Miss McKee was nervously endangered in the same way and I understand that there is a kind of

concordat whereby especially Mrs. Smith is not on any important committees of the station and now
does not attend station meetings.

I am especially anxious not to exaggerate this but there are indications that come to me in a

great many ways that reveal Mrs. Smith’s nervous and highly irritable temperament. Her letters are

often rather sharply critical. It does not matter that they are critical of the Board or the home end of the

work, but it does seem quite important that they are critical of her colleagues and the field organization.

Unhappily, this did not first develop at Chairyung.

I am writing to raise the serious question whether it is wise for the Mission to allow this to

continue and whether there are not steps which you can devise which will either change the spirit in the

station or else frankly relieve the Mission of this complicating and distressing factor. Dr. and Mrs.

Smith are due for their full furlough in 1933-34. I am not sure whether your Mission always votes on

the return of missionaries after their furlough. It is optional with each Mission whether it does this. I

hope the Mission will frankly face it before the leaving of Dr. and Mrs. Smith and that there will be

some indication of its mind regarding their return.

I write this letter with all the more hesitation because of the medical situation in Chosen. I

think with real anxiety of the withdrawal of any physician, but I am quite confident that we cannot ask

God to bless the friction and unpleasantness that has a number of times arisen regarding Dr. and Mrs.

Smith and we had better do our work with National physicians than carry this spirit farther into the

years. I feel also that Dr. and Mrs. Smith deserve unmeasured credit for their achievements in the new
building at Chairyung. Mrs. Smith’s report of that work makes stirring reading though it leaves the

impression that the one thing assured is that the achievement has been accomplished in spite of the

American friends and the Board. This is a minor matter. Of course, if it is true we deeply regret it but

this does not preelude praise for the service they have rendered in securing this equipment. I have just

written Mrs. Smith a note acknowledging the pictures of the building and sounding a note of kindly and

paternal warning that she and Dr. Smith guard their nervous tension at this time lest perhaps they may
not render the service to their colleagues on the field which they, of course, would desire to render. I

am sure she will not take amiss my letter.

I have such high confidence in your own good judgment that I lay this before you in such

degree of confidence as you yourself like to observe. I will gladly take any responsibility regarding the

matter and I am not trying to unload it on you. However, you know that the Board dislikes to act with

reference to any missionary except on the counsel of the Mission involved.

Sincerely yours,

Cleland B. McAfee

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia;

Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Jim:

February 11, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Perhaps this will reach you by the 28"’ and carry greetings to you on another birthday.

How often we remark here - now if Jim were only here our circle would be complete (that must

now include Elinor)! We are enjoying Charles greatly and the home visit seems to be doing him

good.

Things still come to pass out here and our every 10 year war is on again a little

prematurely. All is quiet with us, however, and we hear only partial reports of what is taking

place in Manchuria and China.

Mission work still goes on successfully and we are kept pretty busy. I do not find myself

equal to the amount of work 1 need to do and am taking things a little more leisurely - and yet I

am pretty busy. Dr. Baird’s death came as a great shock to us all and I miss him greatly. We
were associated in close fellowship in the work ever since “Prep” days in college - 52 years.

One by one the old time friends are passing away. Just a few days before Dr. Baird’s death - my
old boyhood friend, Charlie Ailing, a classmate of Dr. Baird in college, passed away in Chicago.

The papers from Madison also tell of the death of two ofmy early friends - Maude and Joey

Hutchings - members of our old tennis club.

It is great the way our tribe still keeps in good health. Your Uncle Will will be 79 this

year - and all are over 70 this year except Tom and me. I still have two years before I retire. Do

you see anything of Uncle Tom? He is in New York off and on.

Had a good letter from Dr. Roberts a few days ago written just after he had preached in

the Fort Washington Church and had had luncheon with you and Elinor with Mr. Bennett. Dr.

Roberts wrote in great appreciation of both you & Elinor and of the good work you are doing.

His letter did me lots of good.

Am wondering just how your new work strikes you and how it is developing. Charles

tells me you are expecting to be ordained after this year’s work in seminary. How I wish I might

be there at the time. It will be 44 years in May since I was ordained. Dr. Baird and I were

ordained together in Madison and then both went West into home mission work for a year.

Wish you could see Tom now. He is nearly 8 years old developing splendidly and as

bright as can be. Sam and Howard, too, are great big husky boys - growing tall and doing the

finest kind of work in their studies. Last semester Sam got grade 1 in every study. They are head

over heels in Boy Scout activities these days with Charles as assistant Scout Master - and strange

to report, Howard is learning to play the sliding trombone in the orchestra. Your Uncle Rob
writes of Sam and Bruce [his two sons] being in the orchestra in Madison and marching with the

band as big as life.

The financial situation is getting pretty serious. We feel it decidedly out here but are
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hoping for a better income this next year if conditions improve as we hear they are likely to.

What about your voting next fall? Have you established a residence somewhere so you

can vote for Hoover? It will be a bitterly fought battle between “wets” and “drys” I think. Lots

of things I should like to talk about. Wonder when we will get together again. What papers do

you read? I hope you still stick to “The Presbyterian”. I like its new editor very much, indeed.

Love to both you and Elinor from all of us. Send us some news of yourself

Lovingly,

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

February 23, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

Your letter of January 19 regarding Mrs. William M. Baird’s continuance is here and

confirms word which had come to me from her that she hopes to continue in service. Your

suggestion about the house and its possible provision for another family beside Mrs. Baird and

Mary Anna seems good from this distance and, of course, you will settle that on the field. 1 am
very sure that Mrs. Baird realizes that her widow’s pension of $300 a year comes to her quite

independently of any missionary salary. Of course, the child’s allowance continues. Your

suggestion of the salary of a single woman, which is $1,140, would result in an income of

$1,740 (pension $300 and child’s allowance $300), or the proposal of three-fourths of the

salary of a man and his wife of $1,960., or $1,485., would make a salary of $2,085. 1 think

probably the pension was not in mind.

We are asking the Council to allow us to include the higher figure in our estimates, but

it may be that the Council will feel that the smaller figure would be adequate under all

conditions and I know Mrs. Baird will wish to have that figure if it is practicable to make it so.

1 hope she has begun already to receive her regular widow’s pension from the Pension Board.

If not, I trust you or she will let me know at once. Whatever is done will be retroactive to the

time of Dr. Baird’s death.

Sincerely yours,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection, Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series U, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York February 23, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Moffett, Pyengyang, Chosen (Korea)

Dear Dr. Moffett:

I have received your personal letter of January 21 about the some of the Mission who
are talking of returning, and Mr. Hadley and I will take up all the details together very

sympathetically. I am afraid Charlie Bamheisel will not be ready to come when Mr. McMurtrie

leaves and I am a little appalled by the large and varied place which he has made for himself I

do not now see the man who can take his place. I will raise the question about Charles

Bemheisel taking a theological course but I think he does not incline to it.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea February 28, 1932

Dear Jim:- (oldest son of S. A. Moffett)

Charles Hull Moffett

(second son of Samuel A. Moffett)

I have been intending to write to you ever since I got home, but it seems that I am no

better about writing my own letters than I ever have been. On the other [hand], I have been doing

a pretty good job of writing letters for others, for as you know, I am acting as a secretary this

year.

Jim, you and I must both of us make a new resolve in regard to writing letters to father. I

have gotten out of that job this year but I have been here where I have been able to fully realize

what a terrible, terrible mistake it is for us not to write to father.

I came over for dinner this noon and proceded to get your picture and give it a place of

honor at the table for the noon and evening meals, so we have duly remembered you as a family

on this your 27th birthday. After supper father was the originator of this happy idea, recalling the

time when you all did this same thing for me when I returned to Wheaton and you all were in

Madison, (remember?) I wish you could see us all right now, seven of us all seated around the

table in the dining room writing to you. Not that I want to get out of writing this letter to you,

but 1 sure wish that you were here to make our group complete and my year here complete.

Jim, you can’t imagine what a wonderful privilege it has been for me to be here for this

year. There are so many things that just make me bubble over with emotion. I sure have been

getting into all kinds of activities and experiences. In the first place, as you know, I came out to

fill the positions of secretary to Dr. McCune and fill in when necessary to father. Executive

Chairman. This keeps me plenty busy and is a most interesting job, now that I am making a go of

it. A year ago ifyou had told me that 1 was ever going to be a secretary I would have told you

you were crazy. Such a raft of new and varied experiences as this job has had in store for me.

Besides this I spend every Saturday and such other spare time as I have in the position of

Assistant Scout Master in title, but in actuality as the work of Scout Master. We have a fine,

lively troop of twenty nine scouts, and being the lively bunch that they are it means lots ofwork

to be able to give them tests fast enough and other things. We are making plans, preliminary, for

an over-two-night hike in April to Misty Point .

Besides this I teach a Sunday School class ofFreshman High School boys. I also help out

in athletics whenever I can.

We have a dandy “middle” bunch as we are known, between the school and older

missionaries. What a social time we have! Our bunch is composed of the foreign school teachers,

the youngest missionaries, Mac McCune and myself, about 19 in all. We have some gay

impromptu get-togethers and also planned parties.

I am holding bachelors quarters in our guest house, except for eating, and the bunch drops

in on me frequently. We have formed quite a music club, and each of us nearly has a collection of

records which we bring and combine to listen to. In this behalf I wish you would do something



for me by sending me some records as soon as possible, such as; Princessita in particular, which

cannot be gotten out here; Jesse Crawford - Tip-toe through the Tulips', Revelers Nola, and any

of the good new classical releases. How about some comedy - At the Theater or such - possibly

the Duncan sisters. Another thing I would like to know about the new fifteen minute records -

could we play them ifyou sent us one or do they need a new machine?

Mac McCune is manager of the Taion’s store since the Chinese manager had to leave after

the July trouble.

I have quite a collection of Schipa records lacking Princessita, my favorite, and my dog

Tom tells of, is named Tito because both are favorites and both have fine tenor voices. Don’t

Laugh.

Father says that ifyou don’t write after these letters you are hopeless. Please don’t let this

slip by and I’ll tell you about the joy it brings. Tom laboured so faithfially to write to you and I

know it would bring great joy ifyou would just drop him a line of appreciation under separate

cover. Mary is fine - a good thing for Sam and Howard.

What about this summer? I want to take in the last part of the Olympics if I possibly can.

I am sailing back to the States on the President Hoover, as near as I know now, sailing from Kobe

July 25.

What about asking the office to send me one of its catalogues and any other information

they have to help me in deciding where I am going next year? A line from you about it would

help me to form an opinion.

Lots of love to you and since I have to return, anxiously waiting to see you & talk. Also

love to Eleanor and best wishes to you both for success and happiness. Tom says don’t sign 8c

make you guess which — of course you could. - Write —

Love .

Who

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 28, 1932 Thomas F. Moffett

(youngest son [fifth] of S.A. Moffett)

Dear Jim

I went to a movie last night given by Mrs. Underwood [Mrs. H.H. Underwood] on a trip

to Pak Too San.

I wrote an essay on George Washington and got a note book.

I have a skating pond in the back yard. I have learned to skate quite well. I am in the

second grade. There are five of us in the second grade. They are putting up a new gym [at first

Tom spelled this word “Jim”] for the school. Charles got a dog. Tito Schipa is his name. We all

wish you were here.

Lovingly,

Thomas

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 28, 1932 Lucia Fish Moffett

Dear Jamie,

Happy Birthday - next year and many happy days until then. Many pens are scratching

and probably they are all scratching the same news items. In spite of all the newspapers tell us,

the community life is quiet as ever, though from tomorrow twelve o’clock has been set as a time

for daily prayer for the nations.

Your father is keeping very well this winter. Three times a day he and the lesser fry (that

is meant to include Charles but the word evidently was not well chosen) receive a spoonful of

good cod liver oil. It is a touching ceremony.

Charles seems to be having a good time though he is working like a mailer. Dr. McCune

is certainly getting his money’s worth. If he didn’t throw in so many jokes and a goodly amount

of back-slapping, it might not go as well. No job with him could be tedious.

Do you remember Vera Anderson? She is coming back next year under the W.F.M.S.

[Women’s Foreign Mission Society] as a kindergartener, [i.e. - to teach kindergarten children]

Tom intended to send you and Eleanor a Valentine. It was made and laid aside. Then he

told me he had learned a nice verse to write on Valentines and he wanted to open yours and put it

on. So the days passed. The verse began

“The rose is red, the violet blue”.

It was new to him at least. You may have heard it.

Olivette [Swallen] gave a dinner to Japanese officials the other night to thank them, as is

customary, for their services in obtaining recognition for the school. It was Korean food prepared

by the girls and O, it was delicious. She is doing fine work, too, digging out Korean myths and

nursery rhymes. She wrote an article for Asia and lectured on the subject both in Seoul and here.

With best wishes for the new year

Affectionately,

Lucia F. Moffett

[step-mother ofJames and Charles, mother of Sam, Howard and Tom]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 28, 1932 Samuel Austin Moffett

Dear Jim:

Your photo adorns the dining table today and we turn it about so as to face each one in

turn. Naturally you are the subject of conversation. The servants also get “kooksoo” tomorrow.

George Washington is not the only one whose birthday is celebrated in this home! We are

enjoying our big family and it is a big one indeed! “We are seven.”

We have had a very mild winter but for the last week quite a cold snap. It is thawing

today and I guess we can count on it that winter is about over even though there is considerable

snow on the ground yet.

The new gym for the P.Y.F.S. [Pyengyang Foreign School] is nearly ready for use and

they are having some basketball practice in it even before it is finished. Wish you were rich

enough to send them $10.00 for it - buying what they call one “brick” which is ¥20.00. At the

present rate of the yen we can get ¥20.00 for $8.00. The yen went down with a thump not long

ago and still seems to be hunting for the bottom - just as most stocks and bonds in America seem

to have done.

We are all tremendously interested in events in China and keep wondering as to what is to

be the outcome. Of course we are careful to say little or write little because we keep aloof fi'om

politics. We keep praying for peace and certainly hope the Disarmament Conference may succeed

in reducing the burdens of the nations.

Heard in a roundabout way that you were at Buffalo. Elizabeth Gillis saw you there and

wrote her mother. Gillis wrote me about a financial affair of his here and mentioned Elizabeth’s

news about you. I think she said there were 117 Koreaites there.

There are a few things I should like to know about you - one of which is - whether you

see and read The Presbyterian. Hope you do. Our McKee/Moffett family has been reading that

100 years. It is a fine paper. Another is - what is the nature of your work in the Ft. Washington

Church? Through Dr. Roberts I learn that the church people think a great deal of you. That does

me good, of course!

This batch of letters we all are writing just after supper and just before Sam, Howard &,

Mary get off to C.E. [Christian Endeavor]

We had a good sermon today from Dr. Lampe. Wish you could drop in on us! My! how
we should enjoy it!

Lots of Love goes with this batch of letters

Lovingly,

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 28, 1932 Mary Jarvie Thompson

(cousin of the Moffett boys)

Dear Jamie,

You have probably heard of me, I have certainly heard lots about you. Today we

celebrated your birthday. We had your picture on the table. It looked a bit like ancestor worship.

Last weekend I went down to Chia Ryung with Helen Bemheisel. We road [rode] part of

the way on the “dinkey” train. When we got there we found your name in the Station guest book.

So, I know that you have been there. Uncle Sam has been there lots of times.

This Friday Howie left for Soeul [Seoul] and got back at mid-night Saturday. He went

down to the dentist.

This has been a very mild winter. We had some skating, but now the river is melted.

Dr. Lampe preached the sermon today, it was very interesting. Before church Lisa

Anderson and I went for a walk. It was terribly muddy, and where it wasn’t muddy, it was icy.

Oh! Dear!

I am in Howie’s class at school, though I have two studies with Sam.

There is some snow on the ground.

I came over on the same boat with the Reiners, Andersons, and Phillips so I have some

good fnends besides the Moffetts.

“Chaysi” is still here. Do you remember her?

Well, I guess that I had better close because we have to go to the Methodist compound

for Christian Endeavor.

I hope I shall see you some day.

Yours truly,

Mary J. Thompson

[Lucia Fish Moffett was the sister of Theodore Fish, who was Mary Jarvie Thompson’s

grandfather. The Moffetts invited her to come from Oregon to live and go to school with them

for two years (summer of 193 1 to summer of 1933). Since the Moffetts had no daughters they

thought the presence of a girl cousin in their home would be a healthy civilizing influence on their

sons!] Poor Jarvie!!

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 28, 1932 Howard F. Moffett

(fourth son of Samuel A. Moffett)

Dearest Jim,

I hope that you are getting along allright in New York. We surely are having some fine

times out here. It sure is fine to have Charles out here but we miss you. Charles is assistant

scoutmaster but since Mr. Shaw is out oftown most of the time he practically runs things. I

joined the troop this year and in a few weeks hope to become 1st class.

I am a freshman now and there our [are] twenty in our class. Next to the Juniors who

have 21 we are the largest in the school.

We had some very good skating during the latter part of December and during January but

since then we have had very mild weather. We played quite a bit of hockey and had several

games.

I don’t know whether you have heard about the new gym or not. It sure is fine to have it,

especially when it [is] so close to our house. It isn’t quite finished yet but we’ve been playing in it

for quite a while.

This was written very hurriedly and in red ink because I have no black here. Please excuse

all the mistakes. I will write again soon.

Your loving brother.

Howard

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

March 8, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

Yesterday we took a great step of faith in the Board and appointed and assigned

nineteen new missionaries. Of these I am glad to say four are for Chosen.

MISS EDITH MYERS. R.N. was assi^ed to take the long vacant place in the

Union Christian Hospital at Pyongyang. You have faithfully kept this place at the top of your

list and I am more than glad that I can say that we are able to supply it so well. Miss Myers is

of Tidioute, Pennsylvania. She is a B.A. (1927) of Pennsylvania State College and a graduate

(1931) of Philadelphia General Hospital. She has had very fine Christian experience and has

taught in High Schools. She is well spoken of as a nurse and she comes with considerable

experience to the service of the Hospital. Her home address is Tidioute, Pennsylvania.

MISS MINNIE CORNELIA DAVIE comes to supply the call for a woman
evangelist. You have already had correspondence about her from Mr. Soltau and we asked

Miss Lillian Dean to stop and see her before she sailed. Her word was enthusiastic and she

expressed the strong hope that she might some day be a colleague ofMiss Davie in the

evangelistic work. Miss Davie is a California woman, a graduate of Whitworth College in

1931 and has spent the past year in the San Francisco Theological Seminary after three earlier

years at the Bible Institute at Los Angeles. She has taught several summers in Vacation Church

Schools and has musical experience and ability. We have high hopes of her service on the

field. Her address is No. 140 Bolinas Avenue, San Anselmo, California.

The other two are REV. GEORGE J. ADAMS and his wife MRS. MARGARET
ROBERTS ADAMS . You know George already. He attended Emporia College but took his

B.A. at Occidental College in 1929 and his B.D. this year in San Francisco Theological

Seminary. He has majored in History and minored in Philosophy and Religion. We have the

very best word about him from a large number of his fiiends. He has taken several vocal solo

prizes. He has had some mechanical experience as well. Mrs. Adams is also of the First

Church of Berkeley, California, ofwhich Dr. Downs is just going to as pastor. She had her

B.A. at Occidental College in 1930 and now has an M.A. from San Francisco Seminary in

Psychology and Religion. She has some knowledge ofbookkeeping and for a year and a half

was a reader for Dr. J. Hudson Ballard. There was some doubt of her physical strength but the

doctors have cleared this to Dr. Dodd’s satisfaction. We plan to send them to you with high

hope. Their address is 1 08 Ross Avenue, San Anselmo, California.

You will recall that this is one beyond the quota allowed in the sixty of this year

for Chosen but the losses in your Mission have been so serious that the Executive Council

waived this point in order to relieve the situation. I am glad to be able to send such good news.

Heartily yours,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



COPY

New York, New York March 17, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

Dear Dr. Moffett

This is another inquiry about certain Korean students now in America, or intending to

come.

1 . We hardly know what to think about Mr. Chang Y. Liem, whom you have

recommended to us and who has been aided by the Board of Christian Education for one year

already. He came with a supposed knowledge of English which should admit him to the Junior

year of Lafayette College. After a brief trial in that year he was dropped back and is just now
enrolled in the Sophomore Class which they merely hope he can maintain. This means that he

will have four years in College; then he wants to taice his M.A. at Columbia, which will surely

take a full year and he will be fortunate if it does not mean two years; then he wants his Ph.D.

from Yale and that will certainly mean two years more. Is the Mission convinced that the

Board of Christian Education ought to carry or even aid a student for so many years away from

his own country? We never send an American student to Germany or France for anything like

so long, and we would feel that he could hardly hope to come back in full understanding of

American life after such an experience. Is there no way of learning whether a student really

does know enough English to carry a full course in an American college? Are we doing them

some injustice here which explains why so many ofthem are not able to enter where they

expected to enter? I am anxious that any blame that belongs to us here should be pointed out.

Mr. Liem is a graduate of Union Christian College, and is above reproach in personal character

and conduct here, but I cannot think happily of his planning eight (or seven) years in America,

at least three ofthem being mere duplication of what he had in his college in Chosen. We have

the recommendation of the Mission in regular order, but it implies that he is entering the Junior

Class of Lafayette, which he cannot do by at least two years. Does the Mission wish him to be

continued on the same recommendation for the additional years? The Board of Christian

Education will not feel like aiding him for so long when he is not planning to enter the

ministry. It will not follow him to Columbia and Yale after four years in college except as a

very special case and will expect us to make a very strong argument in his favor. You had

better load us up!

We are recommending Mr. Liem for another year at Lafayette and we suppose the aid

will be granted as it usually is. We are not clear about the mind of the Mission and the wisdom
of further procedure when so long a program is involved. We hold the field colleges in too

high regard to think that their work needs to be duplicated on this side of the sea.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series H, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea April 1, 1932 Samuel Austin Moffett

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D.

156 Fifth Ave.,

New York City, New York

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

I reported to you in my letter of February 18* that the Executive Committee would

doubtless approve the application for aid of Thomas J. Kang, a student at Biblical Seminary,

New York, and of Peter C.K. Moon, a student in Princeton Theological Seminary.

The Executive Committee has approved these two applications. Also Mr. Lee Wan
Mo has already been reported to you as approved, although he has not yet left for America.

At this meeting we have also approved the application for aid of Mr. Pak Tai Choon

who has the approval of his Presbytery and of Taiku Station. Mr. Pak has exceptional ability

as a musician. He is a graduate of the Union Christian College here and has also had special

training under Mr. Malsbary. Ordinarily we will not endorse for aid those who are taking the

music course but as Mr. Pak has taught several years in our Taiku Academy and in all

probability will again teach there upon his return from America we have unanimously

endorsed his application.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

SAM:CHM

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York May 11, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Moffett,

Pyengyang, Chosen (Korea)

Dear Dr. Moffett:

The appended letter of April 28, from Albert L. Ross carries its own explanation:

“My sister Lilian and 1 are planning to return to

Korea, sailing about May 14*. 1 am expecting to

remain one, two, or more years, as seems best.

“1 haven’t any definite work lined up, but expect

to get in touch with something when 1 get there.

As Board Secretary of the Korean Mission, you

may hear of requests for teaching, or any other

work that 1 may be qualified to do.

“1 have an A.B. degree and a provisional life

diploma for teaching, from Huron College, Huron
So. Dakota, and have also completed a course in

Boy Scout Leadership.

“Having lived in Korea seventeen years I know
the Korean language, and understand the people

and their customs. 1 am also well acquainted with

the stations and missionaries in Pyengyang,

Songdo, and Seoul, and of course know most of

the mission body of Korea. Two years ago while

in Korea, 1 taught missionary children and also

English conversation in a Korean Academy,
besides teaching English to private pupils.

“1 will be located this summer in Syenchun,

Korea, and would appreciate your keeping me in

mind.”

1 would not feel like writing at this distance to any of the institutions proposing
that he be engaged. You know the situation there and can decide what should be done.

Yours sincerely,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

May 11, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

I am greatly troubled over not being able to send you, as you request, a cable regarding

the proposed residence for Rev. and Mrs. Norman C. Whittemore. I am the more troubled

because I know how difficult their situation has been since they returned to Seoul and how
often they have had to move from one house to another. The further statement which clears our

misunderstanding about the earlier proposal of the Mission leaves us rather uncertain about

present duty. The rent suggested - Yen 960 is, of course, one half more than the usual rent at

Seoul and we would assume that the Mission intends to place this item at the top of its list and

keep it there until the Board is able to secure the funds for it. No one could know the economic

condition in America at this time without realizing how very difficult it is going to be to secure

funds any [time] soon except for such actual pressing needs as cannot be dispensed with. I

dislike to see Mr. Whittemore involve himself financially on this side of the sea, though I

realize that is his own business. Securities here are so far off that while it looks fairly easy to

borrow $5,000 gold in order to secure the 15,000 Yen, yet it will take a good deal more than

$5,000 of securities to raise such a loan. One of our Secretaries has been virtually sold out

because his collateral shrunk in value until he had to protect his loan by great increase which he

could not meet.

But our principal concern is whether we ought to have any more full sized residences

for our work at Seoul. Of course, you have seen Mr. Genso’s letter of April 8, 1932, which

went about the Mission. He points out that there are now nine full sized residences which are,

or soon will be, occupied by only two persons, all the young people having gone. A letter from

Mrs. George H. Winn tells me that she and Mr. Winn hope to go to the country to live instead

of remaining in their house at Seoul. I do not recall the house in detail but I presume this or

one of the others could be made available for Mr. and Mrs. Whittemore permanently. Mr.

Genso writes in this letter that he would be glad to be displaced and to find smaller quarters.

I have lived in a group where there were residences for different families and I know
how attached one becomes to the residence and that the decrease in the family does not

necessarily mean that the house grows too large. Mrs. McAfee and I lived alone in an eleven

room house in Chicago where once five people had lived and we did not have a sense of having
too much room. We now live in two rooms and have hardly any more sense ofbeing crowded
than before. I have no foolish notion therefore about what it means to change houses because
the family is reduced. At the same time I wonder if the Mission is perfectly clear that the first

and primary need on its property list is another residence at Seoul. When I think of the other

needs that are suggested from time to time I cannot feel like pressing the matter on the Board
unless I am sure the Mission has faced it very clearly. The Board has no immediate prospect of
being able to make this appropriation and we do not like to bind ourselves to do it for the

future. Is there not some way in which the readjustment of residences can occur in Seoul
without the distress which Mr. and Mrs. Whittemore have experienced of frequent moving?
We do not want to close the door on the proposal but I think we will need to be convinced a
little more fiilly than now in order to carry the consent of the Board.

Sincerely,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York May 23, 1932 Robert E. Speer

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

American Presbyterian Mission

Pyongyang, Chosen (Korea)

My dear Dr. Moffett:

I am sending you herewith under separate cover to you as Secretary of the Mission a

copy of the biography of “Uncle John Vassar,” which has just been republished by the

American Tract Society. Uncle John was one of the greatest religious characters in American

history. In his own sphere and way, he was as notable a personality as Mr. Moody. All my life

I have heard stories about him, but his biography has been long out of print. Now it has been

republished, and through the kindness of a friend, I have secured copies enough to send one to

each Mission Secretary. Will you please see that it is passed around? Perhaps it would be well

if at some session of the next Mission Meeting you or someone else could summarize Uncle

John’s life and character and pass on the inspiration of it. I have read it through with a new
kindling of spirit.

With warm regard -

Your sincere friend.

RES.AMW

Dictated by Mr. Speer

Signed in his absence

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyeng Yang, Korea June 2, 1932 Lucia Fish Moffett

Miss Hester Fish

Carpinteria, California

Dear Hester [her cousin]

How lovely Carpinteria must be now. Have you had any swims yet? Will you excuse

pencil - that pen is too bad even for “mother”.

The children are busy with tests and preparations for final music programs, etc. Tom and

Samlet have to play. Mary [Jarvie Thompson, a cousin from Oregon living with them for two

years] gets out because of her month’s illness and absence from school; Howard, because the

dentist required him to change from clarinet to trombone if he didn’t want his front teeth to turn

out again.

After school closes Sam Sr. expects to take the big four (including Charles) to Seoul for a

few days sightseeing - then we can have a short time together up the river before Charles goes.

He does so hate to leave and was even trying to persuade himself he could get a theological

course out here satisfactorily. In a few days he will be twenty-five. Did we tell you he plans to

take a year at Moody Bible Institute before going to seminary?

News from the north still shows the disturbed conditions. The last we heard from Sinpin,

our station in Manchuria, soldiers were marching toward it, country people were in flight, no

itineration possible for lack of carts and carters as well as for lack of bearers. One man was

bound to go and had carts, etc. parked in his compound but finally gave it up. One Korean

church was packed with refugees (in Harbin) but the children were dying of meningitis so a space

had to be kept on the pulpit for the dying. There were 19 cases when I heard.

Churches here in the city are growing so fast it is difficult for the buildings to keep up with

the congregations. Six, at least, are too small to hold the members even crowding together on the

floor and a large part of the congregation listens as well as it can from outside.

We are all well and everything goes on as usual except that the depression has hit us and

all students (Korean) are required to meet and shout for any considerable detachments of

returning soldiers.

With lots of love to all ofyou and wishes for a happy summer - that isn’t precisely your

vacation though, is it?

[Letter unsigned, but from

Lucia]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Dr. Moffett:

July 18, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The enclosed letter from Miss Louise Yim probably will bring you no new information

but I do not see how it can be answered at this end of the line without your decision. There is

no provision, as you know, for the return of nationals to the field, but the Committee on

Friendly Relations Among Foreign Students has been able to secure very low rates in a number

of cases and probably would do it for Miss Yim if the Mission or the Church wants her for any

of our work. I have told Miss Yim that the letter has been sent on to Chosen and that I will let

her know when I hear your mind on the matter. I suppose her Japanese High School diploma

will be to her credit. I have not met Miss Yim but we can make any investigation you desire

here if you do not already know her. She evidently was connected with the Southern

Presbyterian work.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series H, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

July 28, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

I am considerably troubled over the indirect references I am getting to the leaving of Dr.

and Mrs. Roy K. Smith of Chairyung. Dr. Bigger made a passing reference to it, which was our

first intimation, and today I have a fuller letter from Mrs. George H. Winn, in which she speaks

as though their leaving was accompanied by some inferences which in her mind might even

involve injustice. I have had no word from the station or yourself about it but I presume letters

are on the way which will clear the matter. You will recall that I wrote you on January 26*

expressing my great anxiety about the word which kept coming through to me from various

sources regarding possible fnction in the station. The word was not such that I could possibly

act upon and I naturally hoped that there would be no ground for it. This is why I committed

the matter to you. The only reference I have made to it in other correspondence was directly to

Mrs. Smith when I called her attention to a certain touchiness in her letters to the office here

which I could understand because of the distance and the fact that I must often seem very

remote from the actual thing, but I expressed my earnest hope that nothing of this kind was
developing within the station because the relations there were too intimate to let such feelings

be safe. She has not answered the letter nor have I heard fi"om you in response to my letter. I

had entirely dismissed it as cleared on the field until Dr. Digger’s incidental reference to their

leaving. I earnestly hope that you will give me full information before they arrive because I

will need to know what are the terms on which they have come home and what our full duty is

in utmost kindness here. I judge from Dr. Digger’s reference that there is some question of

health either in Dr. or Mrs. Smith. Mrs. Winn implies as much. Please be sure that I have the

information needed to take the most helpful and fraternal position possible when they arrive

here if it is true they are coming.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

July 28, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

We have just sent you Board Letter No. 785 of July 15 and it will not be possible to

send out another until after the vacations so I think 1 had better clear with you now the actions

which will be in the forthcoming letter in part.

RESIGNATION OF MISS HELEN C. KINSLER

“The Board received with great regret the resignation of Miss Helen Kinsler, of

the Chosen Mission. Miss Kinsler has been in America since July 29, 1929,

being detained at first by her mother’s illness and later by family and health

conditions and it now appears that she will not be able to return to the field for

six months or a year. The Board expressed its hope that Miss Kinsler may be

able to apply for reappointment in due course. No retiring allowance was voted

and that part of the Board Minute ofMay 2, restoring her home allowance and

pension payments from May 13 to the date of sailing on August 20 was
cancelled.” (Adopted July 20, 1932)

I am sure you expected this although we all hoped against hope that it would not be

necessary. Just as Miss Kinsler was getting ready to come back, there developed a condition

which led her surgeon to say that she must have an operation before she went from which she

must expect to recover within six months or a year. This extended her time so much that it

seemed wiser to accept her resignation and then reappoint her after the Mission approved it.

SPECIAL GIFT RECITATION BUILDING.. WOMAN’S ACADEMY. SEOUL

“#2 was appropriated toward the Recitation Building, Women’s Academy,
Seoul Station, Chosen Mission; this sum being a special gift for this purpose

through S. & Y.P.O. from the Women’s Missionary Society, Minneapolis

Presbytery.” (Adopted July 20, 1932)

INVITATION TO REUBEN F. PIETERS. SEOUL FOREIGN SCHOOL

On July 23 we received the following cable signed by Mr. A.A. Pieters, we suppose as

Acting Treasurer of the Mission:

“Translation: School for Missionaries or Foreign Children will appoint or

employ eldest child of Mr. A.A. Pieters for next year. Letter with full

information follows.”

I relayed the wire at once to Reuben Pieters assuming that there has been
correspondence which made the matter clear to him. I do not understand that the Mission asks
us to take formal steps for appointing him for this service.

DEATH OF MRS. A.A. PIETERS

We were greatly surprised and distressed to receive on July 21 the eable
notifying us of the death of Mrs. Pieters on the 20*. We telephoned at once to

Dr. J. Ross Stevenson at Princeton, where fortunately the boys were still in

residenee and he informed Reuben and Richard in his own kindly way. They at
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once asked us to send their father a cable which we did on the same day. Letters

were sent to relatives and friends and cards to all the furloughed missionaries

from Chosen. The Executive Council, acting for the Board, on July 27*'’ adopted

the enclosed Minute which will impress the Mission, I am sure as being quite

inadequate in view of the service which Mrs. Pieters had rendered but it did not

seem wise to extend the Minute further.

I think there are no other official actions which need to be relayed to you at once.

Sincerely yours,

Cleland B. McAfee

ENC.

(A carbon copy sent to

Mr. Pieters as Acting Treasurer)

P.S. Aug. 3. When Dr. Dodd had Mr. Bruen go to a doctor for his final medical clearance he
found symptoms that looked as though Mr. Bruen would have to remain in this country

for at least two more months, so on July 27*'’ an action was taken extending his

furlough, with home allowance and pension payments, to October 1 8"’. Dr. Dodd set

out immediately to correct the condition, but had to leave everything in the hands of Dr.
Samuel Cochran and the Medical Center doctors because he was leaving on vacation.

Now Dr. Cochran sends word that “there seems no reason for Mr. Bruen’ s not keeping
his sailing date.” He writes that breaking up his father’s home has been a most
exhausting task and he feels that he ought not to sail before the middle of September
and this morning the Council voted to extend his furlough to September 16. Miss Aber
has made a reservation for him on the President Taft sailing from Seattle on September
17.

Adah L. Kilmer

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Tai Tong River August 15, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D., 156 Fifth Ave., New York City

Dear Dr. McAfee:

Two days ago I received from the Recording Secretary type-written copies of the

Minutes of the Annual Meeting. I am sending you a copy and am asking your immediate

attention to only a few items, leaving comments upon other actions until I can send you printed

copies of the Minutes.

1 . On page 41, item No. 6 is our request for the appointment as a member of the Mission of

Miss Katherine Blair, daughter of Dr. & Mrs. W.N. Blair of Pyongyang. Her engagement to

Rev. Bruce F. Hunt of Chung Ju Station has been announced and they expect to be married in

September. We all rejoice in this and will most gladly welcome her appointment. Miss Blair

has finished 3 years of teaching in the Pyongyang Foreign School and I understand has written

you for the necessary blanks to be filled out in making application for appointment.

2. On page 43, item 19, is the Preferred Order of Requests for new workers, one item ofwhich

calls for your attention at once, especially so if the application of Mr. R.H. Duncanson as

successor to Mr. McMurtrie has been presented to you. As I have written you before, this is an

emergency. Mr. McMurtrie’s furlough was due last April and he is due for retirement next

April. He is staying on because there is no one to take his place but he is hoping to leave in

January and is eagerly awaiting the appointment of his successor. He has written again to Mr.

Duncanson as our understanding is that Mr. Duncanson has made application to the Board, and

we hope to hear of his appointment this fall.

3. On page 43, C.A.l are the requests for Regular Furloughs and on page 44, C.A.2 the

requests for short-time furloughs. Approval of these call for Board action as soon as possible.

A few comments are called for. The requests are made so as to avoid over-lapping of furloughs

of those engaged in educational or medical and dental work. As I wrote you last year the

furloughs of members of Pyengyang Station have been arranged so that the request for Dr.

McCune’s short time furlough is off-set by the postponement of the furlough of Mr. McMurtrie
and Mr. Mowry. Miss Stevens’ short time furlough is asked for special reasons ofwhich she

has written separately. The short time furlough of Dr. Boots and Dr. Ludlow are arranged in

the interest of the work of Severance Hospital and Medical School.

There is one slightly irregular request in that we ask for Dr. & Mrs. R.K. Smith a

regular furlough ante-dated several months, but we particularly ask that this be granted in the

interests of the work of Chai Ryung Station. Dr. & Mrs. Smith were deeply disappointed and
inconvenienced by the failure to secure approval of their request over a year ago for a short

time furlough in time for them to arrange to accompany their boys through Europe. Neither Dr.

nor Mrs. Smith are well although not to the extent of requiring a physician’s certificate. We
have asked for ante-dating their furlough to December although as it now turns out they will

leave the last of January after Albert finishes the school term. We very greatly hope there will

be no failure to act upon this favorably and to let us know as soon as possible that it has been
granted.

4. On page 44 C.A.3 and page 96 V 831 and V 832 are two items bearing upon the Smith
furlough - one Travel Expenses for Albert Smith and the Executive Committee’s special

recommendation which was adopted by the Mission.
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5. On page 67 Appendix F is the Preferred Property Docket which contains only three new
items involving very small sums. They are Water Supply for Kangkei Hospital, item No. 11,

¥3000“*, residence for Mr. G.H. Winn, item No. 7, ¥3500, and alteration on Coen residence,

item No. 3, ¥800. This list you need at once in making up your own Property Docket.

6. The only other item calling for immediate attention is covered by the actions on pages 26-27

Education Committee Report, pages 48-49, items 1, 4a, b, d, f and 6 and pages 51-52 item 14.

A perusal of these will show that the Mission gave much time and thought to the question of

our Academies. We realize that we face a most serious situation and we are confidently

counting upon the Board’s granting us the ¥61,516°° after the April 1 1933 appropriation, until

we can gradually reduce this amount to the ¥5 1 ,5 1
6° for April 1 ,

1938. The rate of exchange

should make this an easy matter. As requested on pages 5 1-2 it is most important that we know
in time for our December Executive Committee meeting what is to be our appropriation in

April 1933 since the Academy budgets are all made up in January when adjustments as to

faculty and salaries of teachers must be decided. We plan to bring the budgets within the

¥61,516°°, but if on April 1, 1933 the appropriation should be still further reduced to ¥51,516°°,

as some have feared, we would face a disastrous condition which would wreck our plans for

the maintenance of our Academies, even though no more receive “designation” [important

recognition by the government]. Upon this question you will receive also a letter from Dr.

McCune, chairman of the Educational Committee. An early reply giving Board action upon the

above questions will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



PREFERRED PROPERTY DOCKET

[sent to accompany August 15, 1932 letter to Dr. Cleland B. McAfee from S.A. Moffett]

1. Seoul Residence for Mr. and Mrs. Whittemore ¥ 15,500.00

2. Kangkei R.H. Baird residence roof repairs 1,500.00

3. Seoul R.C. Coen residence alterations 500.00

4. Kangkei Balance for Hospital addition, heating, lighting, doctors’

houses and X-Ray 21,017.00

5. Mission Academies Equipment Fund 1,879.80

6. Kangkei Bible Institute Repair and Dormitory 8,000.00

7. Seoul Residence for Mr. and Mrs. Winn at Yang Pyung Oup 3,500.00

8. Mission Women’s Higher Bible School 40,000.00

9. Syenchun Repairs for Hospital Armex 1,500.00

10. Syenchun Girls’ Academy Recitation Building Balance 12,589.00

1 1 . Mission Plumbing, Sanitation, Heating & Lighting 36,842.00

12. Seoul Girls’ Academy Recitation Building Balance 50,004.00

13. Chungju Hospital Sterilizer, Registration, Lighting 2,300.00

14. Seoul Evangelistic Center, Part of¥ 63,955 30,000.00

15. Mission Fencing, Walls and Walks 20,430.00

16. Taiku Servants Quarters 1,600.00

17. Taiku Girls’ Academy Recitation Building Balance 73,600.00

18. Taiku Women’s Bible Institute Balance 33,800.00

19. Taiku Foreign and Korean Nurses’ Home 15,000.00

20. Chairyung Women’s Bible Institute Balance 4,750.00

21. Andong New Furnace, Cornelius Baker Memorial Hospital .. 2.000.00

22. Syenchun Chapel, Boys’ Academy Balance 15,000.00

23. Syenchun New Dispensary 8,000.00

24. Andong One-Third Local Church Building Fund, not to exceed 7,000.00
25. Pyengyang Balance for completion Presbyterian Unit, Union

Christian Hospital 43,000.00

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York September 17, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev, Dr. Samuel A. Moffett, Pyengyang, Chosen (Korea)

Dear Dr. Moffett:

You have already received our cable of the 15* indicating that the Board agrees to the

antedating of the furlough of Dr. and Mrs. Roy K. Smith, of Chairyung. The Mission

suggested that this furlough be taken in December 1932, but your letter indicated that it would

not be begun until the end of January and this was the action taken by the Board:

“At the request of the Annual Meeting of the Chosen Mission, Action C.A.I, and

of the Executive Committee, Actions V.831 and 832, the Board voted to

approve the antedating by five months the regular furlough of twelve months of

Dr. and Mrs. Roy K. Smith, authorizing them to leave the field the last of

January, 1933. The Treasurer of the Board was authorized to pay the necessary

traveling expenses to America of Dr. and Mrs. Smith and their son, Albert. A
cable was authorized.” (Adopted Sept. 19, 1932

1 still have one serious concern. I would judge from a number of hints from the field

and also fi’om a brief conversation yesterday with Mr. F.O. Clark, who was present at Sorai

when this matter was being discussed though the vote was in executive session, which of
course he did not attend, that it is not intended that Dr. and Mrs. Smith return after this

furlough. Nothing in the vote of the Mission shows this and I will be very much troubled to

have them return with that question open if it is open in the mind of the Mission. You will

realize that we could not have a vote on their return in their absence and I am sure it would
make more trouble than it would relieve if the matter were left to be decided after they return to

America. If this has not been fully attended to I earnestly hope that you will give it your very
best attention. If the Mission has some hopes that something would happen in America or that

the doctors at Seoul are correct in thinking that they have found the real difficulty we need to

know it, but if there is anything in the current report that the Smiths are not to return, this

should be frankly and fully decided before they leave the field. We have just passed through a
perfectly miserable experience where a Mission sent a vote after the missionary had reached
this country. The conditions seemed peculiar but it has been calamitous at every point here.

Please be sure that my files contain a definite word from you about this.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

September 17, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

This letter is in reply to the 6* item of your letter of August 15 from the Tai Tong River,

which refers to the Educational Committee’s Report and the appropriation for the academies.

You will realize that since 1926-1927 there has been no reduction in the appropriation for the

Chosen Mission and we see no reasons to suppose that we will make any further reduction than

the possible continuation of the ten per cent reduction which we so deeply regret but which we
may not be able to rescind. If it should continue, as now seems likely, it will of course affect

the whole general appropriation to the Mission, leaving the distribution of the entire amount as

always to the Mission itself It is impossible now to say what the appropriation for the year

begirming April 1, 1933 will be. All that can be said is that the Board has no thought of

reducing it if it can possibly be maintained at the full amount. Your experience in America will

remind you that we cannot tell what the receipts from the churches will be and we are not

allowed to be indifferent to those receipts in making appropriations.

I am sorry that your committee will have to meet in December without this full

information but we do not have the information ourselves. Your estimates of 1927-1928

indicate that you distributed to your academies Yen 61,586, ofwhich Yen 10,000 was a special

addition to your appropriations for this purpose. You will recall that this Yen 10,000 was to be

the first charge against the Supplementary Maintenance Fund which expires in 1934. The
Board, of course, appropriates every dollar of that fund as received and will be rejoiced if it

shall continue to the very full. We gladly make every effort in our power to maintain the full

gift of this fund and the Mission may count on everything we receive for that purpose. I do not

know what further word we can send about it. The Mission can, of course, determine the

distribution of its entire appropriation and if it decides to apply this same amount to the

academies it is wholly free to do so. I trust you are considering with great care whether you are

really building for the future or postponing the evil day, but you are giving so much time to it

that I am sure all this has been in your mind. The covering letter which was to come from Dr.

McCune on this subject has not arrived.

Yours sincerely,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

September 17, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

This letter refers to the Easter Offering of the Sunday Schools for 1932 from which

amounts have been appropriated, but it now becomes quite evident that we will not receive the

full $25,000 we have asked for our Chosen objects. We have already appropriated $18,064

gold. At the end of the last quarter the Treasurer reported that none of this has yet been drawn

although drafts may be on the way.

I am raising the question whether in view of the great change in the price of the yen and

the fact that your requisitions were in yen, which we transferred to dollars at fifty, the

appropriation of $18,064 gold is not really enough to provide the items in the list. For

example, you asked for yen 7,599 for the residence for Miss McCune. We have sent $3,750

gold. At the present price of the yen you could purchase a great many more than the yen 7,500.

Of course, the cost also increases somewhat because imported articles have to be bought at

gold prices and there would be a certain amount of increase in other costs but by any figuring I

can do $18,000 gold now ought to provide a great many more yen than the entire list of objects

suggested for the Easter Offering.

We are especially earnest that no new things be attempted by reason of this saving, nor

any expansion of individual items until the entire list has been provided. You will notice that

the appropriation for the objects for Chosen is $7,000 short. We assume that the Mission will

provide for it item by item as far as possible without expending the additional amount in any

one item. If this is done it would seem to us that the entire list could be supplied.

I do not forget that we authorised the Mission in Board Letter No. 779 of February 19,

to provide part of the $1,500 for an Isolation Ward at the Union Christian Hospital at

Pyongyang, out of “savings in exchange on any current building appropriations” and “savings

from the projects included in the Easter Offering due to favorable exchange and with the hope
that some unexpended property appropriations may be transferred to it.”

There is an added reason for raising this question. There will come dribbling into the

Board for some time small amounts delayed in transmission. We will have to face in each case

how this money shall be distributed. You will recall in the Easter list there was an item of
$3,000 gold for the regular budget of the Board which is always inserted in order to give

Sunday School workers a chance to take part in the entire work of the field. It is hardly fair to

talk to a Sunday School about the worldwide work, including Afiica and China, and then
having them register their interest solely in objects in one country such as Chosen or Latin

America. The circular which presented this appeal to the Sunday Schools contains the

following paragraph:

“The Chosen Mission is only one of the twenty-six Missions which the Board
must maintain in various parts of the world. In all these Missions there are

elements ofwork which are entirely dependent on the general fund of the Board
and it is as important for the Sunday Schools and the young people to help in

maintaining the general fund as to support special objects. In giving to this fund
your school aids work in Mexico, Guatemala, Brazil (two Missions), Venezuela,
Columbia, Chile, the Philippine Islands, Japan, Chosen, China (eight Missions),
Siam, India (three Missions), Persia, Syria, Mesopotamia and Africa, with aid
for several points in Europe. It is through the general fund that the Board
undergirds all the work and nothing could be more disastrous than to let it be
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weakened. This item of the gift should appeal especially to the imagination of

the school; in it a world journey is made.”

Nothing has been appropriated for this general fund and it would seem natural to us

here to appropriate out of the balance of the Easter giving of the Sunday Schools all these sums
which will by no means total the $5,000 in order to carry the general work. If for any reason

the delayed balance should be beyond $5,000, of course it would be at once appropriated for

some objects in Chosen which would be allotted to those not yet supplied. Please let me have

information about this and especially whether you see any prospect of enough to provide the

items on this Sunday School Easter list.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

SPECIAL EASTER OFFERING FOR THE CHOSEN MISSION

Residence for Evangelistic Missionary at Pyongyang $3,750
Memorial Bible Institute at Chung-ju (balance 7,075

Dormitory for Bible Institute Students, Chungju 1,500

Hospital Addition at Kangkei (balance) 5,739

Equipment for the Hospital at Kangkei, such as:

Meeting Plant and Plumbing 2,000

Isolation Building 2,500
X-Ray Equipment 2,500

Board’s General Fund 5,000

$30,064

(Ifom microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York, New York

Dear Dr. Moffett:

September 17, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

This is in reply to yours of August 15“’ from the Tai Tong River, emphasizing six items

of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting whose typewritten copy has reached us. I can take these

up in order.

1. APPOINTMENT OF MISS KATHERINE BLAIR.

We are in correspondence with Miss Katherine Blair about her appointment and we
note that the Mission has cordially approved it. As soon as her papers come, in order to get the

whole matter in order for the files, we will be able to push it through. I notice that you do not

include Bruce Hunt in your furlough list. Because of the difficulty of adding names after the

appropriations are made we have ventured to add the name here, but it can be cancelled if it

proves that he does not mean to come during 1933-34. The reasons for his coming seemed so

good that I have assumed that they would operate. Please tell me whether we have been correct

in including him or only over-zealous.

2. APPLICATION OF MR. R.H. DUNCANSON.

We are sending at once to the Candidate Department the urgent word about Mr.

Duncanson. All of us appreciate Mr. McMurtrie’s kindness in staying on and we trust he can

be relieved before he is over-borne.

3. REQUEST FOR FURLOUGHS, 1933-1934.

We note the request for regular furloughs and also several requests for short term

furloughs. No covering letter has come from Miss Blanche T. Stevens, as you thought would
occur, but we notice that you have asked for study allowance for her. This is quite

unprecedented with us for a six months furlough. It really gives her very little time to get a

course and we are anxious about the furlough itself If Miss Stevens is not well, as we assume,

then six months will not be long enough to get her back to physical condition especially if part

of it is to be spent in study. I think I ought to raise the further question with you whether the

earlier request of the Board that for the present the short furloughs be not taken, in view of the
very large addition of expense. It is a very wide experience of recent years that the six months
furloughs are proving only the beginning of longer time in America and the Mission force is

badly broken up by reason of it. In view of the length of time before these furloughs would
really have to begin I was asked at the meeting of the Executive Council to lay the matter again

before you to see whether these short furloughs need to be taken at this time. The only
covering letter we have is one from Dr. Boots sometime ago which explains the necessity for

arranging the school life of his children. We all know how thoughtful all these who suggest
short term furloughs are about their work and all we can do is simply to call the attention of the

Mission again to the fact that at a time when we are watching every expenditure we hope that

short term furloughs can be avoided just as far as possible. Naturally there could not be any
order of the Board about such things because we do not move on that level, but in a strategic

time such as we notice Korea passing through and especially with the great spiritual campaign
which the Church has undertaken we know the absence of such workers as are included, with
real anxiety. There is a good deal of talk in the home church about the number of missionaries
who are in this country and the fact that they are so often and so long away from the work to

which they are giving their lives. We have to take cognizance of this, but of course neither the
Board nor the home church could have the slightest wish to lay a restraining hand on the
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missionaries who carry the interest of their work at heart much more nearly than we could do. I

think it is fair to expect that on your assurance that this whole matter has been fully considered

the Board will recognize the ri^t of the missionaries to take these short furloughs but we
would like to remind all of them that a six or nine-months furlough is, much more than half the

time, only the begiiming of a much longer stay in America.

4. TRAVEL EXPENSE ALBERT SMITH TO AMERICA.

Provision has been made for Albert Smith’s return in the action quoted.

I notice in the same connection (C.A.3) that travel allowance is asked for Donald Hirst

and Ruth Reiner. Donald Hirst was bom in this country March 2, 1914, and Dr. Hirst paid the

expense of his journey to the field. The Board paid his traveling expenses to America in 1925,

his trip to Korea in 1924 and the return to America in 1929. Donald went to Korea in 1930,

after his sixteenth birthday, and Dr. Hirst paid the traveling expenses. You will recall that Art.

68 of the Manual includes the following: “it does not engage to meet the expense of their

(children) return to the field after the age of sixteen unless they go out as missionaries under

appointment of the Board.” We wonder if Dr. Hirst remembered this when Donald went to

Korea in 1930 and that the trip to America would have to be a personal charge. If our records

are correct Ruth Reiner has had the full five trips approved by the Manual, although she was
only about two months at the time of the first trip. Our records indicate that the necessary

expense was paid in all cases by the Board. There is time for correspondence about this which
I am sure you will let us have.

5. PREFERRED PROPERTY DOCKET.

We have noted the slight change in the Preferred Property Docket. I wish there were
more prospect of doing something effective with the docket than there is just now.

The 6*'' item I will discuss in a separate letter.

Sincerely yours,

Cleland B. McAfee

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyongyang, Korea September 29, 1932 Samuel Austin Moffett

[postcard sent to his son, Charles, at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago]

Dear Charles:

Just a line or two to tell you we were glad to hear through Margie’s letter that you all

safely crossed the continent and had a good time. Hope your trunks are with you now.

Tuesday Bruce [Hunt] and Catherine [Blair] had a beautiful wedding in the Gym - as it

rained hard.

The new teachers in P.Y.F.S. [Pyongyang Foreign School] seem to be fine people and all

goes well.

We shall be glad to hear fi-om you and to know how studies are going and what you have.

All well here.’‘

Mrs. Clapham gave me check for fifty for type-writer. You did not tell me about this.

Credited on account. Keep us posted - with post cards if not letters.

With love.

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea Octobre 11, 1932 Howard Fergus Moffett

Dear Jim,

Thanks ever so much for sending that tennis ball clear out here. It surely was keen of you

and I certainly appreciate it. I suppose you saw the match. It sure must have been great to watch

Vines play. I sure am looking forward to the day when I will see some of those great players

play. Did you get to see the finals? Who did Vines play in the semi-finals? The ball you sent

came with several others from Miss Logan to some of the other boys and I was wondering

whether you both were at the games and met each [other] there.

I suppose you are wondering why I spelled October wrong. Well, our French teacher.

Miss Thomas, told us always to write the date at the top of our papers and to be sure to spell it in

French. I got so accustomed to spelling it that way that now I often find myself writing it that

way subconsciously.

I am taking a course in typing this year but so far we have not covered much ground. For

tomorrow’s lesson we take the few remaining letters of the alphabet which we have not had yet.

Since I have not been taking lessons very long you must excuse my many erasures. Before the

end of the year, however, I expect to be able to type fairly well.

About six years ago Sung Sil Academy’s soccer team went over to Japan and won the

high school soccer championship of the Japanese Empire. Today Sung Sil won the finals of the

Korea national championship and so it will go over to Japan soon at the invitation of the

government who will also pay its expenses. The college and academy have gone wild with

delight this afternoon, nearly shouting their heads off It sure will be fine if they win over in

Japan again.

About a week ago the scouts went on a hike to Kasa Kool cave. We went in a sprinkle

and came back in a hail storm but nevertheless we surely had a grand time. It’s the first time that

I have been there and I never realized that the cave was as big as it is. We spent the whole

morning exploring the lower parts and even then we did not see anywhere near all of it.

We are all dying to hear from you, so please write as soon as you can.

Your loving Brother,

Howard

P.S. You can see by the date of this letter that I wrote it some time ago but then thinking I had
sent it off I forgot all about it until I came across it today. I am awfully sorry it is late but I am
going to send it anyway.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Dr. McAfee:

October 11, 1932 Samuel Austin Moffett

In accordance with the request on page 5 of Board General Letter No. 47 of July 19,

1932 I am sending you herewith a report indicating

1 . The Presbyterial relationship in the U.S.A. of each ordained missionary in the Chosen

Mission.

2. The desire of the official bodies on the field and the status which each ordained

missionary holds in relation to the proper body of the national church within whose
bounds he is working, this relationship being clearly defined in the Constitution of the

Presbyterian Church of Korea, Chapter XVIII, Section 2, Western Missionaries, is as

follows:

“By this title, we refer to the missionaries sent out by the Presbyterian Churches U.S.A.

and U.S. (Southern), the Australian Presbyterian Church, and the United Church of

Canada, i.e. those who are sent out to work in connection with the Presbyterian Church

of Chosen.

1 . When foreign missionaries, ordained ministers, come to work in connection with the

Presbyterian Church of Korea, such ministers must bring from the authorities of their

Missions, Certificates of Introduction. The Presbytery examines these, and if it accepts

them, the individual is enrolled as a member of the Presbytery.

2. Whenever the Presbytery assigns to any of these missionaries whom it has received,

ecclesiastical powers as regards any local church, the missionary at once acquires the

right to vote in the church courts.

3. If the Presbytery has not given to any missionary this ecclesiastical power as regards

some congregation, he has no vote in the Presbytery, but may sit as a corresponding

member, and if he is elected by Presbytery on any of its committees, he shall have a

right to vote there.

4. Each Presbytery shall select from among its missionary members a number equal to

half the total of its pastor commissioners to General Assembly, and those who are so

chosen shall be commissioners to the General Assembly with full powers.

5. Any missionary taken in as a member of the Presbytery upon certificate from his

Mission shall obey the ordinances of the Presbyterian Church of Korea. If he commits
any moral fault or acts contrary to the Creed or the Form of Government of the Church,

or contrary to the Scriptures, the Presbytery to which he belongs may summon him and
examine him, and, if he be found guilty, it may exclude him from its membership.”

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)
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STATEMENT OF PRESBYTERIAL RELATIONSHIP OF ORDAINED MISSIONARIES IN KOREA

Name. Ofwhat Presbytery Ofwhat Presbytery Voting member in

in U.S.A.-a member? in Korea - a member Korean Presbytery?

Adams, Edward Wooster Kyung Puk Yes
Adams, George J. San Francisco Kyung An Not yet

Anderson, W.J. San Francisco Kyung Keui Yes
Baird, R.H. New Brunswick San Sye Yes
Baird, W.M., Jr. New Brunswick Whang Hai Yes
Bemheisel, C.F. New Albany Pyeng Yang Yes
Blair, H.E. Kansas City Kyung Puk Yes
Blair, W.N. Solomon All Ju Yes
Bruen, H.M. Newton Kyung Puk Yes
Campbell, A. Seattle San Sye Yes
Chamness, O.V. San Francisco Kyung Puk Yes
Clark, C.A. Minneapolis Pyeng Yang Yes
Coen, R.C. Mattoon Kyung Keui Yes
Cook, W.T. Lackawana Nam Man Yes
Crothers, J.Y. Boise Kyung An Yes
Hamilton, F.E. Mahoning Pyeng Yang Yes
Henderson, H.H. Seattle Kyung Puk Not at present

Henderson, L.P. West Jersey Nam Man Yes
Hill, H.J. Los Angeles Pyeng Yang Yes
Hoffman, C.S. New Brunswick Pyeng Puk Yes
Holdcroft, J.G. Brooklyn-Nassau Kyung Keui Not at present

Hunt, Bruce F. New Brunswick Choong Chung Yes
Hunt, W.B. Ottawa Whang Hai Yes
Kinsler, Francis New Brunswick Pyeng Sye Yes
Koons, E.W. Syracuse Kyung Keui Not at present

Lampe, H.W. St. Louis Wee San Yes
Livesay, J.B. New Brunswick Whang Hai Yes
Lyon, W.B. Iowa Kyung Puk Yes
McCune, G.S. Huron Pyeng Sye Yes
Miller, E.H. San Francisco Kyung Keui Yes
Miller, F.S. Pittsburgh Choong Chung Yes
Moffett, S.A. New Albany Pyeng Yang Yes
Mowry, E.M. Wooster Pyeng Yang Yes
Phillips, C.L. Newton An Ju Yes
Pieters, A.A. * Kyung Keui No
Roberts, S.L. Philadelphia Pyeng Yang Yes
Ross, Cyril Chicago Pyeng Puk Yes
Soltau, T. S. New Brunswick Choong Chung Yes
Swallen, W.L. Chicago Pyeng Sye Yes
Voelkel, Harold Chester Kyung An Yes
Whittemore, N.C. Westchester Kyung Keui No
Winn, G.H. Omaha Kyung Keui Yes

*Mr. Pieters was a member of Manila Presbytery and probably is still enrolled there.

He is not on the roll of any Presbytery under the General Assembly in the U.S.A.

(from microfilm collection, Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Dr. McAfee:

October 12, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Under date of September 20, 1932 Mr. Crothers wrote a letter to Mr. H.E. Blair in

connection with the An Dong-Bercovitz matter and requested that a copy of the letter be sent to

you. Please place this on file with the other papers dealing with this question and then let us

forget the whole controversy.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

The letter is as follows:

Dear Mr. Blair:

In my former letter to you I said that I would state more definitely what had been done

with ® Sun porch money, ® Special gift to Miss Sharrocks and d) Charity money, after

returning to Andong.

I find ® That the gift for sun porches amounted originally to $2,500 gold - or yen 5,291.

This was put on fixed deposit Oct. 8, 1927. On Nov. 7, 1928 yen 300 was withdrawn from the

account and on April 30, 1928 yen 500 was withdrawn. This was while Dr. Bercovitz was still

here, and my recollection is that he had the consent of the donors for so doing. When he left

there was yen 4,694 on deposit which is now yen 4,929.49. Since he left, the principal has not

been touched.

® The special gift to Miss Sharrocks “to have ftin with” was all used after consultation with

and consent of the property committee of which Dr. Bercovitz was a member. The ping-pong

tables you mentioned to me were not paid for by this money, but were paid for by the staff

when Dr. Bercovitz was on furlough.

® The charity account at the time of Dr. Bercovitz’ departure amounted to yen 684.32. There

ha been income amounting to yen 1 100.42 and expenditures of yen 516.20 previous to that

time. He had desired that this fund be held pretty much intact until his return, but we felt it was
necessary to use it, and the last was used Jan. 15, 1930. Needless to say, it was all used in the

hospital work, and had we not had that fund at that time we could not have kept out of debt.

The station is glad to express again its gratitude to you for your efforts in our behalf this

summer.

Yours cordially

(signed) John Y. Crothers

(for the station)

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyongyang, Korea October 15, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. McAfee;

I am enclosing Mission action upon Executive Committee recommendations 834-837,

all having passed. I think they require no comment.

Your letter concerning Miss Louise Lim was received and referred to both Miss Lewis

and Miss Swallen, Principals of our Girls’ Academies where there might possibly be an

opening for her. Their replies are that they have no vacancies and they see no prospect of being

able to make use of her.

We recognize the sincerity, ability and consecration of these young people who have

studied in America and regret there are so few places for them in Korea.

Your letter of July 20'*’ concerning furlough of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Hunt was greatly

appreciated by Dr. Blair [Mrs. Hunt’s father], with whom I conferred. All understand the

situation and have already made plans for furlough which are in accord with Board Manual and

Mission Rules and Bylaws.

I greatly regret that the printed Minutes of Annual Meeting have been so long delayed.

Dr. Miller, the Secretary, says he will send them as soon as he can get them from the printer.

Herewith a copy of Miss Gerda Bergman’s report, delayed. Please file with the other

reports.

Mrs. L.P. Henderson with her children left this week to join her husband and to return

with him to Sinpin notwithstanding dangers and difficulties. They and the Cooks are fine in

the fearless way in which they meet their responsibilities. Pray especially for them this winter.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, SEPTEMBER, 1932

V 834. Mr. Pieters’ Short Term Furlough :
- Recommend that we approve the request for a

short term furlough (6 months) for Mr. Pieters beginning January V\ 1933. Vote of Mission,

Affirmative 121, Negative 1, Not voting 9. Passed.

V. 835. Dr. and Mrs. Smith’s Residence in Seoul ; - While the status as to their membership in

Chairyung Station remains unchanged, recommend that in accordance with the request from

Seoul Station, Dr. and Mrs. R.K. Smith be given permission to reside in Seoul until their

furlough, to work in connection with the Chosen Christian College and to do medical

evangelistic work under the direction of Seoul Station. In this case although the Board has

been requested to antedate their furlough from July P‘, 1933 to December P‘, 1932, it is

understood that they may leave at any time between these two dates. Vote of Mission,

Affirmative 105, Neg. 8, Not voting 18. Passed.

V. 836. Academy Finances : - In order to help in the financing of the 4 academies which

receive part of their funds from the additional ¥ 10,000 (cp. 1931, Mission Min. p. 42),

recommend that the Treasurer of the Mission be authorized to pay the full amount of the grant

of the regular Mission budget in the first 3 quarters of the fiscal year. Vote of Mission,

Affirmative 111, Negative 6, Not voting 14. Passed.

V. 837. New Buildings and Exchange Rate :
- Recommend that we call the attention of the

Station Property Committees to Board Letter #779, and instruct them to build according to the

original estimates prepared and not to make the favourable exchange rate a basis for increase in

the size or expense of their buildings, it being understood that where the new exchange rate has

added to the price of materials or equipment such additional expense shall be considered a

legitimate one after being finally passed on by the Mission Property Committee. Vote of

Mission, Affirmative 102, Negative 11, Not voting 18. Passed.

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series n. Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN KOREA MISSION
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A.

Pyengyang, Korea October 19, 1932

PYENGYANG. KOREA

Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Friends:- [of the Korea Mission]

The following telegrams have been received. They explain themselves and will lead to

much prayer for Mrs. Henderson.

Telegram from Mukden to Mr. Kinsler received Tuesday, October 18 about midnight:-

“Please inform Mrs. Henderson that Lloyd Henderson was killed near Malientun

by bandits on night of October fifteen while traveling with escort according to

official information from Japanese Headquarters letter follows Myers.”

Cable received from New York Wednesday October 19 morning about 8 o’clock:-

“The newspapers have reported L.P. Henderson killed telegraph latest

information— relatives very anxious”

Telegram from Kangkei received Wednesday morning, October 19 about 8:30 -

“Manila report Lloyd Henderson killed wire Byram”

I have sent telegram to Mrs. Lampe, Syen Chun, giving Mukden telegram and saying the

Kinslers go to Syenchun on 3 o’clock train.

I have sent telegram to Harold Henderson Taiku.

I have sent telegram to Mr. Pieters as follows:-

“Mukden Consul wires Lloyd Henderson killed by bandits October 1 5 between
Sinpin Mukden Am wiring New York Inform Consul General Davis”

I have sent a code message to the Board which decoded reads:-

“Japanese Headquarters official information (that) through the American Consul
Mukden Lloyd Henderson killed October fifteen traveling in the direction of
Mukden Manchuria with suitable escort Mrs. Henderson and children in Syen
Chun Korea. S.A. Moffett” *Same message sent to Kangkei.

Telegram from Harold Henderson, sent after he had left Taiku and before he (or they) had
received my telegram they having heard from Mukden Tuesday night, 9 o’clock. His telegram
received about eleven o’clock Wednesday morning was as follows:-

“Received report Lloyd killed by bandits Manchuria Saturday night Passing
through Pyengyang Wednesday three o’clock afternoon please meet train for

conference. Harold Henderson”



10/19/1932 - p.2 S.A.M.

I will join him on the train and go to Syen Chun, as may also Mr. Hamilton. We have no word

about the Cooks but as the papers report the Japanese in possession of Sinpin, they are

probably safe.

Later.

Harold Henderson, Mr. and Mrs. Kinsler, Mrs. Lutz and I arrived Syen Chun
Wednesday evening and after conference, Harold proceeded to Mukden by early morning train

to arrive Mukden 1 p.m. Thursday. Papers report that a party of one American, two Koreans,

one Chinese woman and five Japanese soldiers as escort left Sinpin in two carts with the

American flag on the cart. This party was attacked by fifty bandits, the American killed and a

Japanese soldier wounded. After driving off the bandits the party with the body of the

American returned to Sinpin.

Harold will try to open communication with the Cooks. That is all up to Thursday

afternoon. As all are interested this information is sent to each Station. Let us all pray that the

Lord will comfort Mrs. Henderson and overrule this dreadfully sad event to the good of his

church.

Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series ft. Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



New York City October 28, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Moffett

American Presbyterian Mission

Pyongyang, Korea

Dear Dr. Moffett:

Your letter of October 1 1 containing the list of Presbyterial connections of your

ordained missionaries is here, and I am sending a line at once to Mr. Pieters suggesting that he

establish connection and offering to be of any help in my power. I am filing with Dr. [Lewis]

Mudge the extract from the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church of Korea which you kindly

sent me. I do not see anything in it that collides with the utmost desires of the General

Assembly here unless possibly the reference to possible discipline of missionary members, but

since the terms of the discipline are so natural, it would seem unobjectionable.

Your letter of October 12 is here also regarding the Andong/Bercovitz matter. I thank

God and take courage. I think we may now count the matter closed, and I am deeply

appreciative of your own thoughtful and careful handling of the matter so that there has been a

minimum of friction. Now may God bless all the workers and set their hearts free for the

largest endeavor.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Dr. McAfee:

October 29, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

At last the printed minutes of the Annual Meeting have come to hand, and 1 hasten to

send you a marked copy with such comments as seem to be called for.

Page 2. Sec. 5 last item.

The election of Dr. Moffett as Chairman of the Executive Committee calls for

Board approval.

Page 3. Treasurer’s Report .

This should receive consideration. Especially the report on page 4 dealing with

Medical Dental bills, which should be read in connection with resolution on page 29, and the

Medical Committee report on pages 47 and 48.

Evidently we have not yet found the solution of this difficulty as complaints coming in show

that we must take up this question again at the next Executive Committee meeting.

Page 12 . Election of Mr. Pieters as Treasurer calls for Board approval.

Page 19. Delegate to General Assembly . Please note that Dr. Rhodes was elected as delegate

and Mr. A. Campbell as alternate to the next General Assembly in May 1933.

Page 31. Appreciation of Mr. McMurtrie’s Service

I think the Board should take cognizance of this tribute of appreciation of Mr.

McMurtrie whose retirement is due next April 4 and whose furlough due last April is being

waived as he stays on waiting for his successor to be appointed.

Page 34. Section 6. Appointment of Miss Katherine Blair, '-v
This request was reported to you in my letter of July 15, and calls for no further

comment as your letter of September 1 7 shows that it is being taken care of

Page 34. Section 9. Request for appointment of Allen Clark .

You doubtless know that Allen graduates from Princeton Seminary next Spring
and is to be married to Miss Eugenia Roberts, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Stacy Roberts, that

both were bom in Korea, and are specially qualified for the work here. The sooner we can
know of his appointment the better for us. Not only are Syenchun and Taiku in great nee of an
Evangelistic man, but the unexpected vacancy caused by Mr. Lloyd Henderson’s death makes
our need all the more imperative.

Page 35. Section 19. Preferred order of workers .

I have already written on this in my letter of July 1 5. Please push the

correspondence with Mr. Duncanson to a conclusion as soon as possible. Mr. McMurtrie is

waiting as patiently as possible for the appointment of his successor. 1 have pointed out
heretofore that this position is one which saves the Board a great deal more than it draws from
the Board.

Under this same head is the request for Mr. and Mrs. Malsbarv as regular mis-sinnaries Their
three years with us have proven beyond a doubt the great value of their services, and the
splendid consecrated character of both of them. Their salary until the close of their contract
period is provided for, and they would receive salary from the Board only at the end of their
present contract time. They would also be reckoned as appointments under the quota only
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when they receive salaries from the Board. However, if they are to make provision for their

work for the future, they need to know before the end of their contract period whether or not

the Board appoints them to the Mission. And so we are asking for their appointment now as

regular members of the Mission.

Page 36. C.A. I. Regular Furloughs

Request for regular furloughs calls for no comment except that the only doubtful

one was that of Dr. and Mrs. R.K. Smith which has been settled by your cable message. Since

the Mission has taken action approving their residence in Seoul until their furlough, they may
not now leave the Field before July first.

C.A. 2. Short Term Furloughs and C.A. 3. Children’s Travel Allowance .

I will deal with these in a separate letter after I hear from Miss Stevens, Dr.

Hirst, and Mr. Reiner.

Page 37. Section L Winn Residence at Yang Pveng County Seat .

Request for a small sum (at present rate of exchange about $800.00) is asked for

an experiment which Mr. and Mrs. Winn desire to undertake. They believe they can

accomplish more in the development of the Evangelistic work in Seoul Station if they are

allowed to try this experiment, and certainly anything that promises a better development of the

Evangelistic work in Seoul Station’s country districts should have serious consideration. I am
asking Mr. Winn to write you about this.

Page 40. Section 4. Academies Financial Adjustment .

I wrote concerning this in my letter of July 15, and have your reply which we
will consider at the December meeting of the Executive Committee.

Page42. Section 13.

Please notice that we are making great efforts to enlist greater support from the

Koreans of our Educational Institutions. However the economic conditions throughout the

Japanese Empire are very, very difficult.

Page 42. Section 14 .

I wrote on this July 15, and have your reply for consideration by the Executive
Committee. I am hoping that Dr. McCune will write you even more fully than I have done.

Page 42. Section 15. Sale of Seoul Building .

This requires Board approval. It is a minor adjustment in the property of the

Seoul Boys’ Academy which is deemed advisable and involves only the small sum of about
$ 100 .00 .

Page 43 to 47. Appendix C.C. Report of Committee on Investigation of Academies .

I think this should have your careful reading. The investigation was made by
Dr. McCune and myself, and the report is intended to give a frank statement of conditions.
Another report will be made next year under a continued investigation by Dr. McCune and Dr.
Underwood.

Page 49. Language Committee Report .

This calls for no comment.
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Page 50. Section 7. Preferred Property Docket .

I dealt with this in my letter of July 15.

Page 55. Report of the General Fiscal Committee . Section 3 and 3 .

This shows that the Mission is making every effort to economize.

Page 70. 1. 589. Student Aid .

Miss Grace Pak is the daughter and granddaughter of a Presbyterian minister,

and has been tried and found worthy and is now studying in Dubuque University, Iowa. She is

recommended for aid.

Page 70 to 73. Christian Religious Education Committee .

This calls for no action, but Dr. Holdcroft’s report will enlighten you as to the

many difficulties he has had to meet. At the October meeting Dr. Holdcroft insisted upon his

resignation. He has been elected Secretary of the General Assembly Committee on Religious

Education, and will still direct most of the Sunday School work, and secure as much
cooperation as possible.

Page 124. Statistician’s Report .

This report will interest you even though it calls for no action.

This, I believe, finishes the Annual Meeting Minutes with the exception of the

items on furloughs.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

Am sending a copy of Pyongyang Station report for filing and a marked copy of printed
Minutes to accompany this letter.

from microfilm collection, Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7)



Pyongyang, Korea October 29, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

The Mission vote on Executive Committee recommendations V 838 and V 839 was as

follows:

Number of voting members on the Field 130. 87 being required for adoption.

V 838. Chungiu Bible Institute : Recommend that Chungju Station be allowed to use up to

¥3,500.00 from the prospective balance of ¥18,000.00 due to the favorable exchange rate, to

complete the Bible Institute and dormitory plant. Affirmative 92, Negative 3, Not voting, 35.

Passed.

V 839. Pvengyang Isolation Ward : Recommend that Pyengyang Station be allowed to use from

the balance due to the favorable exchange, the sum needed (approximately ¥2,000.00) to

complete the Board Guarantee for the Isolation Hospital. Affirmative 101, Neg. 0, Not Voting,

29. Passed.

Your letter of September 17* was received dealing with the question of travel

allowance for Donald Hirst and Ruth Reiner. I have taken up the question with Dr. Hirst and

Mr. Reiner and have the following communications from them.

Dr. Hirst writes concerning request for travel expenses for Donald: “Unless there is a

new ruling, 1 think we are correct in asking for his allowance. The rule which Dr. McAfee
refers to says distinctly ‘Return to the Field’, not from the Field. Many children have returned

to the U.S.A. at Board expense after their sixteenth birthday. In 1928 I paid the travel of both

ofmy older children from U.S.A. to Korea, when they were over sixteen. But the following

year 1929 the Board paid their way back to the U.S.A. The only point at issue in such cases as

I recall is whether such travel will or will not be more than a fifth trip. In Donald’s case his

first trip was Korea to U.S.A. in 1923. (His trip when less than a year old was financed by Mrs.

Hirst and myself). His second trip in December 1924 reaching Korea in January 1925. His
third trip was Korea to U.S.A. in 1929. His proposed trip next year will be the fourth and is so

far as 1 know perfectly regular. I have just referred to Article 68 in the 1927 Board Manual,
and find it says in the first half that the Board pays travel to the U.S.A. as long as the child is on
allowance, unless the number of trips exceed five. So 1 say again unless there is a new Board
ruling, our application for travel expense is perfeetly regular.”

Mr. Reiner writes me as follows: “You have called to my attention a paragraph in a
recent letter from the Board to you in which it was stated that our daughter, Ruth, had taken her
five trips across the Pacific and that the present trip would be at our expense. I fear that the

Board has overlooked the fact that we, understanding that this kind of a situation might arise,

paid for her travel to Korea in 1915 ourselves. Of course the Board has all the papers and so I

cannot produce a receipt covering the item, but we did all we could at the time to protect

ourselves. 1 trust that you will pass this word on and that the error in the Board’s records may
be corrected.” Mrs. Reiner also tells me that it was upon the advice of the Board that they paid
for Ruth’s travel to Korea in 1915. I believe the above will clear up this matter.

Your letter also deals with the question of our requests for short furloughs. We are

asking for four only, each ofwhich seems advisable and justifiable. Dr. Boots has already
written you; Dr. Ludlow’s furlough is requested in view of the needs of the work on the Field;
Dr. McCune has written you quite fully under date of October 28, showing that his short
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furlough is offset by Mr. Mowry’s postponement of his furlough, and also that in the interest of

both College and Academy this adjustment of furloughs is an advantage. Please notice that this

year Pyengyang has not even one absent on furlough, an unusual situation with every one of

our forty-three members at his post including Mr. McMurtrie whose furlough is long overdue.

The only doubtful request is that of Miss Stevens ofwhich you have written her,

sending me a copy of the letter. Miss Stevens has just been down from Syenchun to confer

with me. I have advised further correspondence with her mother and a friend of the family who
is a competent business man to see if things cannot be adjusted without her going home this

year. We will await further information before pressing this request. But if satisfactory

arrangements caimot be made otherwise. Miss Stevens feels that she ought to go home, and is

quite certain that her plan to return by January 1, 1934 can be carried out.

1 have just received word from that Mr. Cook has come out from Sinpin and gone to

Taiku to see Mrs. Henderson, and also to request Mr. Bruen to return with him to Sinpin for

their men’s Bible Institute this winter. Apparently the Cooks have no other thought than to stay

right on in Sinpin and care for the work there. In that case we should reinforce the Station just

as soon as we can find someone ready and willing to go in there. This also we will consider at

the Executive Committee meeting in December.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. Charles Bemheisel has arrived to spend a year with his parents and to act as secretary to

Dr. McCune and me.

S.A.M.

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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Office of the General Assembly

Executive Head
Rev. Lewis S. Mudge, D.D., LL.D.

Stated Clerk

General Office

514 Witherspoon Building

Philadelphia, Pa.

October 31, 1932

Rev. Cleland B. McAfee, D.D.,

156 Fifth Avenue,

New York City.

Dear Dr. McAfee:

I have your good letter of October 28“’, in which you detail a portion of the Constitution

of the Presbyterian Church of Korea Chapter rvni. Section 2, Western Missionaries.

Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4, it would seem to me, as you intimate, contain no difficulties so

far as the matter at issue in your letter is concerned. As to Paragraph 5, however, I would find

it necessary to take serious exception to the last sentence which reads: “If he commits any

moral fault or acts contrary to the Creed or the Form of Government of the Church, or contrary

to the Scriptures, the Presbytery to which he belongs may summon and examine him, and, if he

be found guilty, it may exclude him from its membership.” In the first place it seems to me that

it opens the way to very serious abuse of power on the part of the Presbyterian Church of

Korea. The statements made in this sentence are very sweeping and in addition are very

indefinite. Furthermore, on the widely recognized principle that a man cannot be tried twice on

the same charge, this sentence certainly implies that a man may be put in jeopardy on the same

charges twice unless the Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. to which he

happened to belong, was willing to accept the verdict of the Korean Presbytery as final and take

action in accordance therewith. However, I do not believe any one of our U.S.A. Presbyteries

would be willing, assuming such procedure would be constitutional, to accept such judgment as

final.

At the moment it would seem to me that the proper procedure would be for the

Presbyterian Church of Korea to file with the U.S.A. Presb^ery to which a given minister

belonged, any charges which it might have against him, and abide by the advice of the U.S.A.

Presbytery, governing further procedure in accordance therewith.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Lewis S. Mudge

Stated Clerk.

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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New York, New York November 1, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

The Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Moffett,

Pyengyang, Chosen (Korea).

Dear Dr. Moffett:

As hinted in my letter the other day I was a little troubled by Paragraph 5 of your letter

of October 1 1, quoting the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church of Korea, Chapter rVIII,

Section 2, Western Missionaries. I sent a copy of your letter to Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, who is the

highest authority we have between sessions of the Assembly. I enclose a copy of his reply.

You will notice that he questions whether the authority voiced in the closing paragraph is

compatible with the requirement of the General Assembly here.

At the meeting of the Executive Council this morning I presented the matter and found

that several were troubled by the same point which Dr. Mudge raises and thought that his way

of escape was probably the safe one. Dr. Scott asked whether there could not be a provision

that missionary members of the Presbytery would not vote on the ecclesiastical standing of any

member of the Presbytery and, therefore, not be voted upon themselves by other members of

the Presbytery. The Korean brethren may not be willing to have this done. I think in view of

Dr. Mudge’s letter I will have to trouble you either to give me fuller explanation which I can

lay before him or take up the matter with the brethren of the General Assembly to see whether

the change he suggests may not be made.

Sincerely yours.

Cleland B. McAfee

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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New York, New York November 4, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

Dear Dr. Moffett:

I am writing you with considerable hesitation at this time because I know it puts you into a more

or less embarrassing situation and I would like to save you from it. Your Mission has voted very cordially

for the return of Allen Clark and Gene Roberts and the papers which have just passed through our hands

are of the very hipest excellence. Every comment of the staff is not only affirmative but underscored.

The difficulty is that under the limited number of missionaries to be sent out this year, 45 in all, for all the

26 missions, we can put only two in for Chosen. It looks as though this quota will be difficult to maintain

because you have first on your list an evangelistic woman and then an industrial man. If the man should

be married, that would make a quota of three unless we skip the evangelistic woman. I think I would try

to get a point strained to accomplish this, but that would be about as far, under all conditions, we could go

and that leaves the Clarks out of the running.

Allen himself suggests what Dr. Clark had earlier suggested, that support could be secured for

their first term from special gifts so that they go out and then be accepted in the quota of the Mission a

little later. Our practice has been to ask that this be done for the first term when it occurs at all, and that

means $15,000. As I look over the list of churches which Allen suggests I think I know that there is no

prospect of their putting $3,000 a year into a new fund and the result would be that we would presently

have the usual fonds of the church diverted to this pu^ose and some other part of the work would have to

be crippled. Dr. Clark feels that the fund might be raised from individuals. Here again, unless the

individuals are very exceptional and quite beyond our knowledge, the times do not warrant the hope that

this will be done.

I have a letter from both Allen Clark and Gene Roberts saying that they would be glad to be

accepted as the substitutes for Lloyd Henderson and his wife in Manchuria. This is a beautiful offer and

we are much touched by it. Naturally we could not use the offer because the Board could not at all

guarantee that the Mission would think it wise to appoint them to that position, and such a position would

be in the hands of the Mission and not the Board’s.

At the meeting of the Executive Council this morning, the matter was discussed as fully as

possible and it was thought that I might raise with you again the question whether the Mission desired this

very valuable young couple earnestly enough to revise the force list and put them first. We are in

correspondence, as you &iow, with the industrial man and there are several promising evangelistic

women. I think we will be able to supply the first two items in your list, whatever they prove to be. A
little while ago a similar question was raised and the Executive Committee revised the force list so that

George Adams and his wife could be appointed. I am not so sure you will feel like doing that this year

because the Mission knew that the Clarks would be available when the list was made out and did not put

an ordained man at the top of the list. I greatly wish we could go far enough down the list to do all that

the Mission so greatly needs, but you know under what limitation we are just now working.

I am not sending a copy of this letter to anyone else in the Mission and if you choose merely to

consider it a personal letter you must be free to do so, or you can take it as a letter to you in your

executive capacity. I do not see how we can get the Clarfc to you for this year unless some such

arrangement could be made. It would be very difficult for them to settle for one year here in this country,

and th^e probability is that if he does not come to Korea he would be asked to consider some other field

which he might or might not accept. Everything points to his coming to Korea.

I will be glad to have word from you at your early convenience, expressing the mind of the

Mission either as you know it already or as you may discover it in the Executive Committee. Please let

me leave the matter entirely to your discretion, and the one sure thing is that all the credentials of both
Allen Clark and Gene Roberts are among the highest we have had in our records.

Sincerely,

Cleland B. McAfee

from microfilm collection, Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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Pyengyang, Korea November 9, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Jim:

Herewith a letter from Sam and a few words from me. All goes well with us here, the

boys and Mary doing well in school - growing into great big men and women.

Our work is as engrossing as ever and prospers. I am still teaching some in the Seminary,

am Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Mission and pretty busy - still have oversight of

34 churches in the Eastern District.

Next Annual Meeting in June will be my last as a regular member of the mission as six

months after that I retire at age of 70.

We did enjoy Charles’ year with us and now the Bemheisels are enjoying the visit of their

Charles.

Incidentally, I hear news ofyou - Mrs. Roberts, Miss Ingerson and others tell of meeting

you and they speak highly of you. Of course I am glad to get this news but I do not think you

realize how greatly I long for direct word from you as to your work, your plans and all that

pertains to you. What are you doing this year and when do you finish your work at Biblical

Seminary and what plans have you for your work after that?

Am hoping Charles will enjoy and profit by his year at Moody. Won-ssi and others often

inquire about you and many of the Koreans hope you may return to Korea. We are asking for

Allen Clark’s appointment next Spring.

All unite in sending lots of love.

As Ever Lovingly,

Father

Save the 7 sen stamp please and return it to Sam.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York November 9, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

Dear Dr. Moffett:

Your letter of October 15* is here together with the actions V.834-837 of the Executive

Committee. Neither of these calls for any Board action except V. 834 recommending a short

term furlough for Mr. Pieters beginning January 1, 1933. I really hesitate to present this to the

Council or the Board without some explanation. The only way it could be done would be to

make an extra appropriation since there is nothing in the estimates for this expense and I find

that very difficult just now. I am concerned also over the fact that there is no suggestion of

medical need and that Mr. Pieters’ coming in the absence of Mr. Genso leaves the Treasury

unprovided for. I write you therefore before anything has been said to the Council or the

Board. Naturally I must mention the matter to the Council at the next meeting, which will be

on November 16*, but I am certain already that all that will be done will be to give the usual

formal consent to Mr. Pieters’ coming but that financial provision will be exceedingly difficult.

I think therefore that we cannot now depend on the Board’s making the appropriation for this

special furlough.

I have already written you my concern about the six months furloughs at this time.

Since I wrote we have had some cases where the six months has just been the beginning of nine

and twelve months and just now we are passing through enough of criticism here at home so

that we are eager to report the work going on as steadily as possible. I have not yet heard from

the field about these proposed short furloughs, regarding which a question has been raised but

there is time for this. There is no time for any correspondence about Mr. Pieters.

You will remember that in your letter ofAugust 15 you indicated that Dr. and Mrs. Roy
K. Smith did not care to come until after Albert was through his school term. The action of the

Board therefore extended the time to that date. This might affect the operation of V. 835. You
will recall that I am expecting to have quite definite word from you about the intention of both

Dr. and Mrs. Smith and the Mission regarding their return.

I am glad to see V. 837 about the new buildings and exchange rate. I hope this will

save any embarrassment.

The closing paragraph of your letter, mentioning Mrs. L.P. Henderson, was written on

the day when Mr. Henderson was killed if our advices are correct. We await word from you

very eagerly.

Heartily,

Cleland B. McAfee

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN KOREA MISSION
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A.

Pyongyang, Korea November 9, 1932

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

PYENGYANG, KOREA

Samuel A. Moffett

Under date of October 29 I wrote you concerning our requests for short furloughs. I

want to add to that letter the reasons for the request of Dr. Ludlow’s furlough as he has sent

them to me at my request. He gives the following reasons:

1 . Approved by the faculty of the Severance Union Medical College.

2. Approved by the Administrative Council of the Severance Institution as the

most advantageous time for coordination with the furloughs of other

members of the staff.

3. A short term furlough will enable us to return to the field shortly after the

retirement of Dr. Hirst (March 30, 1934) and before the furlough of Dr. D.B.

Avison. Dr. O.R. Avison will also retire in less than a year after my return.

Dr. Ludlow adds “a short time furlough is not requested as a personal preference. In

many ways it is sacrifice in the best interests of the Severance Institution”.

I trust I have sent sufficient information to make clear that these short furloughs are in

the interests of the work.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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November 30, 1932

Dear Dr. McAfee

November 30, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Your letter of October TT^ has just arrived and I write at once concerning the paragraph

“Death of Rev. Lloyd Henderson” which puzzles me. You write, “No direct word has come at

this date from your Chairman nor from Manchuria, etc., etc.” Further on you write, “A cable

has come from your Chairman on October 2L‘ indicating that Mrs. Cook was reported at that

time safe in Sinpin”. You will of course have received my letter in which I gave you copies of

telegrams and cables received and sent from October 1
8*'’ on. On the 1 9* I sent you the cable

message:

“Inculcate New York.

KIKEFITZYG SEEBRXYBYF ELWABETUMM OWOKGKNADG
EYPAHYBULH ETUMMIFAIP OXSYPJIRIR ICZUVUNYVL”

Which decode reads:

“Japanese headquarters official information (that) through the American Consul

Mukden Lloyd Henderson killed October fifteen travelling in the direction of

Mukden Manchuria with suitable escort Mrs. Henderson and children in

Syenchun Korea apparently this message did not reach you

S.A. Moffett

Although I am at complete loss as to why it did not reach you. On October 2H‘ I sent you the

following cable message:

“Inculcate New York
OLFEYUSECK SINPIN UNYVL”

which decoded should have read:

“Mr. and Mrs. Cook safe in Sinpin S.A. Moffett”

I am decidedly ashamed and upset to find I made a mistake in a cable message. I am hoping

my mistake did not cause any anxiety as to Mr. Cook’s safety.

Mr. Cook came out to Mukden and Korea some days later - saw Mrs. Henderson,

attended to administration of Mr. Henderson’s will in Mukden and has returned to Sinpin. I

had a letter from him at Sinpin dated November 23'“^ saying he had arrived there safely. Our
Executive Committee Meeting meets in Chungju December 2-5 and will take up the question

of Mrs. [Helen Elizabeth McQuilkin] Henderson’s relation to the Mission and the work to be

assigned to her. I will write on several matters after Executive Committee meeting.

With most cordial Christmas Greetings to you and Mrs. McAfee,

Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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Pyengyang, Korea December 9, 1932 Lucia F. Moffett

Dear Girls [the Fortin sisters in Oakland],

A Christmas without something of your selection will certainly not seem normal but

when it takes five yen instead oftwo to make a dollar - we must keep our eyes off from

catalogues of any kind. Last summer we asked some neighbors coming out to bring us a game

of rook. They got it in Canada instead of the U.S. and paid 75^. So, instead of the 80 sen or ¥

1 it usually would cost, it was nearly four yen, etc. Yet we went down town for a meal the

other day and four of us had all we could eat of a big bucket of hot rice, tea right from

Formosa, and meat frizzled on the table before you with onion sprouts, lotus root and various

other vegetables. It was less than 15(zi gold.

December 28, still 1932

We had a funny Christmas - very largely necessities, things Tom could make or the

boys repair for us. Yet I almost believe it is the nicest we have had for a long time.

January 26, 1933

Rumor has it that the League ofNations is proceeding to sanction boycott.

Nevertheless, I shall proceed to thank you for that dear little bag. Another letter doing that and

telling you this is lost, together with some remarks on some of the lessons I have had a hard

time learning - is scrapped.

We are so familiar with the ways of a missionary with a Board, it makes us self-

conscious to see how a Board feels under some circumstances. A recently appointed Korean

missionary to China decided she must study the language at the Peking Lan^age School. The

bills came to the Women’s Missionary Society here which sent her. Poor Yi Si almost tore her

hair. Why, “the churches have raised their quota”. It would discourage them as “there is no

more money”. What shall we do!!??, etc. It is about ¥ 200 or $50.

It is New Year (January 26) today. Yesterday our outside man conveniently got a sore

foot and introduced a friend to manage the furnace. Last night the thermometer went down
plunk, the pipes froze and we have been working at them in vain for a while.

Dear California!

As the time comes closer to send the boys home to college, I more and more wish they

might go to Berkeley and be where you could let us know occasionally if they needed new
shoes, etc. However, I suppose they are slated for a sterner climate and will go to Wheaton,

near Chicago. Most of the colleges are so permeated with atheism, etc. Samlet has one more
year here before graduation, Howard two.

With lots and lots and lots of love.

Yours,

Lucia

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea December 12, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. McAfee:-

Your letter ofNovember 1 and Dr. Mudge’s letter to you of October 31 covering the

paragraph concerning Western missionaries in the Constitution of the Korean Presbyterian

Church were received some days ago. I have conferred with Dr. C.A. Clark who has dealt with

this question in his book “The Korean Church and the Nevius Method” and we both think that

Dr. Mudge has missed the point in considering this section of the Korean Church Constitution.

The Korean Church does not pass upon the ecclesiastical standing of a missionary in his

relation to the home presbytery. Please re-read pages 129 and 130 and 182-5 in Dr. Clark’s

book. Note please that the Korean Church does not constitute us members of Presbytery on the

Field under its discipline as ordained ministers, but that it accords to us certain privileges when
we report to it our commission as missionaries of the home Boards and our readiness to accept

the Korean Church creed and its constitution. As a sovereign independent Church it certainly

has the right to grant such privileges. In granting these privileges it claims the right also to

withdraw such privileges if in its judgement the missionary “commits any moral fault or acts

contrary to the creed or form of government of the Church or contrary to the Scriptures”. It

does not deal with the question of his relationship to the home Church. Nor does it claim the

right to pass upon his ecclesiastical standing therein, but it simply withdraws the privileges

formerly granted. Presbytery does not recall his ordination nor does it depose or suspend him
or take any action as to his ecclesiastical standing in the home Presbytery. His standing as a

minister in the home Church is not brought in question. He may even stay on the field in other

lines of work.

I think Dr. Mudge’s suggestion that the Presbyterian Church ofKorea file charges

before the U.S.A. Presbytery would lead to confusion, misunderstanding, and possible conflict,

for the Korean Church, of course, will not leave to the U.S.A. Presbytery the right of decision
as to the relationship of the missionary to the Korean Church or as to what privileges shall be
granted to or withdrawn from the missionary.

We must not forget that the Korean Church is as much an independent body as the

U.S.A. Church and that it has no ecclesiastical relationship to the U.S.A. Church.

I do not see how this provision in any way interferes with the rights of the missionary or
with the powers of either the Korean Chureh or the Church in the U.S.A.

This provision in the Constitution has worked most beautifully and has demented the
very best of feeling and cooperation between the missionaries and the Church. It conserves the
independent rights of the Korean Church and also enables the Chureh to make fiill use of the
missionary in any way which may be helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historieal Society,
Philadelphia; Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-7



Pyengyang, Korea December 16, 1932 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. McAfee

The Executive Committee has just had a good meeting in Chungju, and I am enclosing a copy

of the I Actions. The V Actions requiring Mission vote will be sent to you as soon as the Mission vote

on same is received. Among the I Actions there are some calling for Board action.

When the Mission votes in favor of continuing Mrs. Lloyd Henderson as a member of the

Mission our request that her salary be adjusted on the basis of that of two-thirds that of a married

couple should be taken up by the Board. The question of Presbyterial relationship I am dealing with in

a special letter.

The request to Dr. and Mrs. [Morris] Crothers [a son of Dr. John Y. Crothers’s brother, Rev.

Will Crothers] that they apply for appointment to Korea will come before you if and when they apply

[they went to India], and then we hope the Board can so arrange it that Dr. Crothers may come to the

Field with a British Certificate which will be recognized by the Government here without a special

examination. Dr. Lowe having received a local license, the situation is very much better but if in the

future doctors can come with British Certificates it will greatly simplify matters.

Concerning reinforcements: Mission action when adopted regarding Allen Clark should open

the way for his appointment but certainly in view of the fact that that will only fill the vacancy caused

by Mr. L.P. Henderson’s death, we should not be held to the quota of but two, especially so since the

other appointment of an industrial man is also to fill a vacancy caused by Mr. McMurtrie’s retirement.

Of course, in view of conditions in Manchuria we should have to wait for a while at least

before urging the appointment of a single woman for Manchuria, although if one is available and

appointed she can profitably spend a year or two in Korea proper in language study.

In due time I will write you whatever may be called for in connection with the furlough of Dr.

and Mrs. Smith. I understand they plan to leave in April. In the meantime they are working in Seoul

Station until furlough.

In regard to our cable message sent last month concerning the Laymen ’s Report: I sent the

following message: “Inculcate New York Mission makes strong protest against Laymen ’s Report
requests Board of Foreign Missions disapprove same Executive Committee”. This was approved by
each Station. Seoul and Taiku endorsed the protest but expressed the preference for a letter rather than

a cable message. Of course our protest is not against everything in the report, for we recognize that

there are suggestions included which would call forth our heartiest approval, but the underlying basis is

a practical denial of the Gospel Message as contained in the Scriptures and a denial of the unique
character of Christianity as the religion revealed of God to mankind in His Word. Our request is not
based upon any doubt as to the Board’s position but expressed our desire that the Board would express
its disapproval.

I enclose a personal report of Dr. Douglas B. Avison for your files and also a letter concerning
Presbyterial relationships.

Very Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

[note: Robert E. Speer, representing the Board did follow up this concern about the Laymen ’s Report
with a short booklet called ‘‘Re-Thinking Missions Examined”. And followed it up in 1936 with a full-

length book called The Finality ofJesus Christ.]

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia;
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Pyengyang, Korea appended to Dec. 16* letter Samuel A. Moffett

to Dr. McAfee

Executive Committee
V Actions, December 2-5, 1932

V 840 Allen Clark’s Appointment - In view of the vacancy in the Mission’s Evangelistic force by

the death of Rev. L.P. Henderson recommend that we request the Board to appoint Allen Clark and

his fiancee to the Mission without regard to the Order of Preference, their permanent assignment

be taken up at Annual Meeting. Aff 123 Neg. 0 Not Voting 6 Passed

V 841 Seoul Emergency Repairs - Recommend that the Prope^ Committee of Seoul Station be

authorized to use approximately ¥ 1200, proceeds from rents, in emergency repairs.

Aff. 113 Neg. 1 Not Voting 15 Passed

V 842 Mrs. L.P. Henderson’s Assignment - Recommend that Mrs. L.P. Henderson’s assignment be

held in abeyance and that in the meantime she reside in Taiku and work under the direction of the

Station. Aff 123 Neg. 0 Not Voting 6 Passed

V 843 Mrs. L.P. Henderson’s Membership - Recommend that the Board be requested to continue

Mrs. L.P. Henderson as a member of the Mission. Aff. 123 Neg. 0 Not Voting 6 Passed.

V 844 Miss Doriss’ Furlough - Recommend that we request the Board to grant Miss Doriss a short-

term furlough (6 months) beginning December 1, 1933. Aff. 112 Neg. 3 Not Voting 15

Passed

V 845 Harkness Fund Increase - Owing to the favourable exchange there is an increase of¥
1666.66 in the Harkness Evangelistic Funds (cp. Board Letter 784). Recommend that it be
distributed among other Stations on the basis of the division of the Harkness Evangelistic

Campaign Funds, cp. 1932 Mission Minutes, Evangelism Committee Report p. 37, Sec. 5.

Aff. 124 Neg. 0 Not Voting 15 Passed

V 846 50* Anniversary Celebration - Recommend that the following be appointed a Committee to

draw up plans for the celebration of the 50* Anniversary of the Mission. Aff. 116 Neg. 0 Not
Voting 13 Passed

H.E. Blair Miss Olivette Swallen
T.S. Soltau Dr. J.D. Bigger
N.C. Whittemore H.A. Rhodes

V 847 Use of Exchange Balance - In view of the favourable exchange a considerable balance will

remain after the completion of the Chungju Bible Institute, Isolation Ward and Miss McCune’s
Residence in Pyengyang; recommend therefore that of this prospective balance up to ¥ 20,000 be
appropriated for the Kangkei Hospital in order to complete the amount asked for but which was not
appropriated from the Easter Offering. Aff. Ill Neg. 0 Not Voting 14 Passed

V 848 Taiku Hospital Deficit- Recommend that after providing for the Kangkei Hospital if there is

a balance remaining up to ¥ 6,500 be appropriated for the Taiku Hospital to meet the deficit of the
amount brought about through unfavourable exchange at the time of building. Aff. 99 Neg. 2
Not Voting 28 Passed

V 849 Winn Residence Increase - Recommend that the amount requested for the George Winn
residence be increased from ¥ 3,500 to ¥ 6,000. Aff. 87 Neg. 15 Not Voting 27 Passed

(from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia;
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New York, New York late December, 1932 Cleland B. McAfee

Dear Dr. Moffett:

At the Executive Council yesterday it was very cordially agreed, in view of the very full

covering letters, that the short furloughs of the McCunes, Ludlows and Boots should be

approved, as the enclosed letter indicates.

It was also agreed that Dr. Hirst’s interpretation of the Manual ruling regarding the

travel of children to America should be approved and that Donald should be brought back at

Board expense. Curiously enough, the practice has been contrary to this, the rule being

interpreted to mean that after sixteen years of age the Board would not be at charges for travel

if the child had gone to the field after sixteen. It was agreed, however, that the Manual is quite

ambiguous at this point and that there is so much to say for Dr. Hirst’s interpretation of it that it

ought to be accepted without question. The new Manual should be ready within a year, and we
will hope to have all such matters made entirely clear, either following without question the

interpretation of Dr. Hirst or that of current practice. In this case, and without any hesitation.

Dr. Hirst’s interpretation is accepted.

Mr. Reiner is right also regarding his daughter, Ruth. Our records indicate that when he

went to the field there were four children. It is not made plain in the record that one of them

was without cost to the Board, and we gladly take Mr. Reiner’s understanding of it.

This leaves us only the case of Miss Stevens and her antedated short furlough. Your

letter of October 29 indicates that you “will await further information before pressing this

request.’’ I also will await further word from you. I earnestly hope it can be so arranged that

Miss Stevens will not need to take the short furlough, and certainly not to antedate it. We are

under considerable fire just now about the wise use of missionary money. It is so hard for

some churches and individuals to give that, when they have reason to feel that any part of the

money is being used in less than the wisest way, they feel it especially. It is hard to explain the

necessity or value of special and short furloughs, and this is the reason why I keep raising the

question. I greatly appreciate your own sympathetic response to my inquiries and the

revelation that you feel we are trying to serve a common purpose on both sides of the sea. I

trust the delay has not been embarrassing to the brethren whose furloughs have now been

arranged.

Cordially,

Cleland B. McAfee

from microfilm collection. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN KOREA MISSION
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A.

Pyongyang, Korea December 30, 1932

Dear Dr. McAfee;-

PYENGYANG, KOREA

Samuel A. Moffett

Herewith the vote of the Mission on Executive Committee recommendations. Of these

only four require any explanation.

V 844 Miss Doriss’ Furlough .

Experience has shown that Miss Doriss can stand her work without a nervous breakdown for

just about five years, when she has always needed, asked for and has been granted a short-time

furlough, after which she comes back to her work able to again carry on. She is doing a

peculiarly valuable work, greatly appreciated by the Church, and a work which probably none

could do as well, and we therefore ask for special consideration of her request. Without the

furlough we run the risk of losing her from the work which we should greatly regret.

V 847 & V 848 Use of Exchange Balances .

These actions constitute the Mission’s solution of the question as to how best to use the

balances coming from favorable exchange. We meet first of all the four items which have first

claim on these balances. Miss McCune’s Residence, the Isolation Ward of Pyongyang Hospital,

the Bible Institute at Chungju, and then up to Twenty Thousand Yen, the Hospital in Kangkei.

We hope that having met these needs including the necessarily increased cost of materials used

in these buildings, we shall still have a small balance to use toward meeting the deficit in Taiku

Hospital which Dr. Fletcher has been carrying for some time. That unexpected deficit was
caused by a sudden rise in the value of the Yen while the building was in process of erection,

and it seems only fair, now that the opportunity offers, that we should meet the deficit caused

by an unfavorable rate of exchange by the sum on hand from the present favorable rate of
exchange. We greatly hope we can clear these items from the docket.

V 849 Increase for Winn Residence .

This also turns on the question of favorable exchange. The Board has already put on its

property docket for the year the sum of Gold $1400 for the Winn Residence. Our
recommendation involves no change in that amount, but the favorable rate of exchange will

more than cover the six thousand yen which now is found needed for the residence. Too low
an estimate in yen was made when the request was first made at last Annual Meeting.

Thank you for your helpful Christmas message and greetings.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett
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