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TRAVELS.
PART III.

g^Voyage to Laputa, Bal-

NIBARBI, LuGGNAGG,GlUBB-
DUBDRiBB, and Japan.

CHAP. L

The Author fets out on his ThirdVoyage 5

is taken by 'Pyrates. The Malice of a

Dutchman. His Arrival at an IJland.

He is received into Laputa.

SHAD not been at home a-

bove ten days, when Cap-
tain William RoMnjbn , a

® Cornifb Man, Commander
of the Hopewell, a flout Ship of three

Vol. II. B hun-



l e^ Voiage
hundred Tuns, came to my Houfe. I had

formerly been Surgeon of another Ship

where he was Matter, and a fourth

Part Owner, in a Voyage to the Levant

:

He had always treated me more like a

Brother than an inferior Officer, and

hearing of my Arrival, made me a Vifit,

as I apprehended only out of Friend-

fhip, for nothing pafled more than what

is ufual after long Abfences. But repeat-

ing his Viflts often, expreffing his Joy
to find me in good Health, asking

whether I were now fettled for Life,

adding that he intended a Voyage to

the Eaft-Indies, in two Months : At laft

he plainly invited me, though with fome

Apologies, to be Surgeon of the Ship ;

that I fhould have another Surgeon un-

der me befides our two Mates; that my
Sallary fhould be double to the ufual

Pay j and that having experienced my

Knowledge in Sea-Affairs to be at leaft

equal to his, he would enter into any

Engagement to follow my Advice, as

much as if I had fharc in the Command.
He
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He faid fo many other obliging

Things, and I knew him to be fo honed

a Man, that I could not rejed his Pro-:

pofal : the Third I had of feeing- the

World, notwithftanding my paft Mif-

fortunes, continuing as violent as ever.

The only Difficulty that remained, was

to perfuade my Wife, whole Confent,

however, I at laft obtained, by the Pro-

fpeft of advantage (he propofed to her

Children.

W e fet out the 5 th Day of Auguft>

1706. and arrived at Fort St. George
,

the nth of April, 1707. flayed there

three Weeks to rcfrcfli our Crew* many

of whom were fick. From thence wc

went to Tmqutn, where the Captain re-

folved to continue fome time, becaufc

many of the Goods he intended to buy

were not ready, nor could he ejeped to

be difpatched in fome Months. There-

fore in hopes to defray fome of the

Charges he muft be at, he bought a

Sloop, loaded it with fevcral forts of

B 2 Goods,
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Goods, wherewith the Tonquinefe ufually

trade to the neighbouring Iflands, and
putting fourteen Men on board, where-

of three were of the Country, he ap-

pointed me Mafter of the Sloop, and
gave me power to traffick for two
Months, while he tranfa&ed his Affairs

at Tonquin.

We had not failed above three Days,

when a great Storm arifing, we were

driven five Days to the North-North-Eaft,

and then to the Eaft * after which we>

had fair Weather, but ftili with a pretty

ftrong Gale from the Weft. Upon the

tenth Day we were chafed by two

Pyratcs, who foon overtook us ; for my
Sloop was fo deep loaden, that fhe

failed very flow, neither were we in a

Condition to defend our felves.

We were boarded about the fame

time by both the Pyrates, who entered

funoufly at the head of their Men, but

finding us all proftrate upon our Faces,

(for
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(for fo I gave order,) they pinioned us

with ftrong Ropes, and letting a Guard

upon us, went to fearch the Sloop.

IObserved among them a Dutch-

man, who fcemed to beoffome Autho-

rity, though he was not Commander of

either Ship. He knew us by our Coun-

tenances to be Englishmen, and jabber-

ing to us in his own Language, fwore

we Ihould be tied Back to Back, and

thrown into the Sea. I fpoke Dutch

tolerably well ^ I told him who we were,

and begged him, in confideration of our

being Chriflians and Proteftants, of

neighbouring Countries, in ftritt Alli-

ance, that he would move the Captain

to take fome pity on us. This inflamrd

his Rage $ he repeated his Threatnings,

and turning to his Companions, fpoke

with great Vehemence, in the Japanefe

Language, as I fuppofe, often ufmg the

Word Chriftianos.

The largeft of the two Pyrate Ships

was commanded by a Japanefe Captain,

B 3 who



6 (^ VOIAGE
who fpoke a little 'Dutch, but very itn-

perfectly. He came up to me, and after

icveral Qucfiions, which I anfwered in.

great humility, he faid we (hould not

die. I made the Captain a very low

Bow, and then turning to the Dutch-

man, faid, I was forry to find more

Mercy in a Heathen, than in a Brother

Chriftian. But I hadfoon reafon- to re-

pent thofe foolifh Words, fcrf that mali-

cious Reprobate, having often endea-

voured in vain tp perfuade both the

Captains that I might be thrown into

the Sea, (which they would not yield to

after the Promiic made me, thatlfhould

hot die) however prevailed fo far as to

have a Punifliment 'inflicted on me,

worfc in all human Appearance than

Deadr it felf. My Men were fent by an

equal Diviiton- into both the Pirate-

Ships, and my Sloop new manned. As

to my felf, it was determined that I

fiiould be fet a-drift iti a fmall Canoe,

with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days

Provifions, which laft the Japanefe Cap-

tain
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tain was fo kind to double out of his

own Stores, and would permit no Man
to fearch me. I got down into the

Canoe, while the "Dutchman (landing

upon the Deck, loaded me with all the

Curfes and injurious Terms his Lan-

guage could afford.

About an Hour before we faw the

Pirates, I had taken an Obfervation, and

found We were in the Latitude of46N.
and of Longitude 183. When I was

at fome diftance from the Pirates, I difco-

vered by my Pocket-Glafs feveral Iflands

to the South-Eaft. I fet up my Sail,

the Wind being fair, with a defign to

reach the neareft of thofe Iflands, which

I made a fliift to do in about three

hours. It was all rocky 5 however, I got

many Birds Eggs, and (hiking fire I

kindled fome Heath and dry Sea-Weed,

by which I roafted my Eggs. I eat no

other Supper, being refolved to fpare my
Provisions as much as I could. I pafled

the Night under the Shelter of a Rock,

B 4 ftrow-
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ftrowing forric Heath under me, and

flept 'pretty well.

The next day I failed to another

Ifland, and thence to a third or fourth,

fometimes uiing my Sail, andfometimes

my Paddles. But not to trouble the

Reader with a particular Account of my
Diftreflcs, let it fuffice, that on the fifth

day I arrived at the 1 aft Ifland 411 my
Sight, which lay South- South-Eaft to

the former.

This Ifland was at a greater diftance

than I cxpefted, and I did not reach it

in lefs than five hours. I encompaf-

fed it almoft round before I could find

a convenient Place to land Ui, which

was a .fmall Creek, about three Times

the Widenefs of my Canoe. I found

the Ifland to.be all rocky, only a little

intermingled with Tufts of Crafs, and

fwcet-fmelling Herbs. I took out my
fmall Provifions, and after having re-

ixe.fhcd my fdf, I fecured the Reminder

.

in
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in a Cave, whereof there were great

numbers. I gathered plenty of Eggs

upon the Rocks, and got a quantity of

dry Sea-Weed and parched Grafs, which

I defigned to kindle the next day, and

roaft my Eggs as well as I could. (For

I had about me my Flint, Steel, Match,

and Burning-Glafs.) I lay all night in

the Cave where I had lodged my Pro-

Viftons. My Bed was the fame dry

Grafs and Sea-weed which I intended

for FeweL 1 flept very little, for the

Difquiets of my Mind prevailed over

my Wearinefs, and kept me awake. I

cpnfidered how impoflible it was topre-

ferve my Life in fo defolate a place, and

how miferable my End muft be. Yet I

found my felf fo liftlefs and defponding,

that 1 had not the heart to rife j and be-

fore I could get Spirits enough to creep

out of my Cave, the Day was far ad-

vanced. I walked a while among the

Rocks; the Sky was perf^&ly clear, and

the Sun fo hot, that I was forced to turn

my Face from it : When all on a fud-

den
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den it became obfeured, as I thought
in a manner very different from what
happens by the Interpofition of a Cloud.
I turned back, and perceived a vaft opake
Body between me and the Sun, moving
forwards towards the Ifland : It feemed
to be about two Miles high, and hid
the Sun fix or leven Minutes j but I did
not obferve the Air to be much colder,

or the Sky more darkned, than if I had
flood under the Shr^e, of a Mountain.

As it approached r .irer over the Place

where I was, it appeared to be a firm

Subftance,. the Bottom flat, fmooth, and

ihining very bright from the Reflection

cf the Sea below. I ftood upon a Height

about two hundred Yards from the

Shore, and faw this vail Body defend-

ing almoft to a Parallel with me, atlefs

than an English Mile 'diftance. I took

ou my Pocket-Perfpe&ive, and could

plainly difcover Numbers of People

movi'.g up ; and down the Sides of it,

which appeared to be doping ; but

what
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what thofe People were doing, I was

not able to diftinguifh.

The natural Love of Life gave me
fome inward Motions of Joy, and I was

ready to entertain a Hope, that this

Adventure might fome way or other

help to deliver me from the defolate

Place and Condition I was in. But at

the fame Time the Reader can hardly

conceive my Aftonifhment, to behold an

Ifland in the Air, inhabited by Men,

who were able, (as it fhould feem) to

raife, or fink, or put it into a pro-

greflive Motion, as they pleafed. But

not being at that time in a Difpofition

to philofophize upon this Phenomenon,

I rather chofe to obferve what Courfc

the Ifland would take, becaufe itfeemed

for a while to ftand ftill. Yet foon af-

ter it advanced nearer, and I could fee

the Sides of it encompafTed with feverat

Gradations of Galleries and Stairs, at

certain Intervals, to defcend from one

to the other. In the loweft Gallery I

beheld
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beheld fome People fifhing with long

Angling-Rods, and others looking on.

I waved my Cap, (for my Hat was long

fmce worn out) and my Handkerchief

towards the Ifland $ and, upon its nearer

approach, I called and fhouted with the

utmoft ftrength of my Voice : and then

looking circumfpe&ly, I beheld a Croud

gathered to that fide which was mod in

my view. I.found by their pointing to-.;

wards me, and to each other, that they

plainly difcovered me, although they,

made no return to my fhouting. But I

could fee four or five Men running in

great hafte up the flairs to the top of the

Ifland, who then difappearcd. I hap-

pened rightly to conjecture, that thefe

were fent for Orders to fome Pcrfon in

Authority upon this occafion.

The Number of People increafed,

and in lefs than half an hour the Ifland

was moved and raifed in fuch a man-

ner, that the loweft Gallery appeared in

a Parallel of lefs than an hundred yards

diftancs



to LAPUTA,^. 13

diftance from the Height where I flood.

I then put my felf into the moft fuppli-

cating Poftures, and fpoke in the hum*

bleft Accent, but received no Anfwer.

Thole who flood nearcft over-againft

me, feemcd to be Peribns of Diftin&ion,

as I fuppofed by their Habit. They con-

ferred eameftiy with each other, looking

often upon me. At length one of them

called out in a clear, polite, fmooth Dia-

lect, not unlike, in Sound to the Italian 3

and therefore I returned an Anfwer in

that Language, hoping at lead that the

Cadence might be more agreeable to

his Ears. Although neither of us under-

flood the other, yet my Meaning was

cafily known, for the People law the

Diflrefs I was in.

They made Signs for me to come

down from the Rock, and go towards the

Shoar, which I accordingly did ; and the

flying Ifland being raifed to a conveni-

ent Height, the Verge dire&ly over me,

a



14 qA Voyage
a Chain was let down from the loweft

Gallery, with a Seat faften'd to the bot-

tom, to which I fixed my felf, and was

drawn up by Pullies,

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

The Humours and Difpofitions ofthe La-

putians deferibed. An Account oftheir

Learning. Ofthe King andhis Court.

The Author s Reception there. The
Inhabitantsfubjett to Fears and 'Dif
quietudes. An Account of the JVo-

men.

T my alighting I was furround-

ed by a Crowd of People > but

tho£e who flood neareft, feemed

to be of better Quality. They
beheld me with all the Marks and Circum-

(lances of Wonder, neither, indeed was I

much in their debt, having never till then

iecn a Race of Mortals fo lingular in their

Shapes,
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Shapes, Habits, and Countenances. Theif

Heads were all reclined either to the

right, or the left 5 one of the Eyes

turned inward, and the other dire&ly up

to the Zenith. Their outward Garments

were adorned with the Figures of Suns,

Moons, and Stars, interwoven with thole

of Fiddles, Flutes, Harps, Trumpets,

Guittars, Harpficords, and many more

InftrumentsofMufick, unknown to us in

Europe. I obferved here and there many in

the Habit of Servants, with a blown Blad-

der faften'd like a Flail to the End of a

fhort Stick, which they carried in their

Hands. In each Bladder was a fmall

Quantity of dryed Peafe, or little Pebble?,

(as I was afterwards informed.) With
thefe Bladders they now and then flap-

ped the Mouths and Ears of thofe who
flood near them, of which Pra&ice I

could not then conceive the Meaning :

It feems, the Minds of thefe People are

fo taken up with intenfe Speculations,

that they neither can fpeak, nor attend

to the Difcourfes of others, without be-

ing
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iiig rouzed by fome external Taction

upon the Organs of Speech and Hear-

ing 5 for which reafon, *thofe Perfons

who are able to afford it always keep

a Flapper (the Original is Climenole) in

their Family, as one of their Domefticks,

nor ever walk abroad or make Vifits

without him. And the Bufinefs of this

Officer is, when two .or three more

Perfons are in Company, gently to ftrike

with his BUdder the Mouth of him

who is to fpeak, and the right Ear of

him or them to whom the Speaker

addrefleth himfelf. This Flapper is like-

wife employed diligently to attend his

Mafter in his Walks, and, upon occafion,

to give him a foft Flap on his Eyes, be-

caufe he is always io wrapped up in

Cogitation, that he is iamanifeft danger

of falling down every Precipice,, and

bouncing his Head againft every Poft,

and in the Streets of: juftling others,

or being juftled himfelf into the Ker-

nel.

Vol. II. C Ix
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It was tieceffary to give the Reader

this Information, without which he

would be at the fame lofs with me, to

underftand the Proceedings of thefe Peo-

ple, as they condu&ed me up the ftairs,

to the top of the Ifland, and from

thence to the Royal Palace. While we
were afcending, they forgot feveral times

what they were about, and left me to

my felf, till their Memories were again

rouzed by their Flappers ; for they ap-

peared altogether unmoved by the fight

of my foreign Habit and Countenance,

and by the Shouts of the Vulgar, whofe

Thoughts and Minds were more dif-

engaged.

At 1aft we entered the Palace, and

proceeded into the Chamber of Prefence,

where I faw the King feated on his

Throne, attended on each fide by Per-

fons of Prime Quality. Before the

Throne, was a large Table filled with

Globes and Spheres, and Mathematical

Inftruments of all kinds. His Majefty

took
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took not ' the lcaft notice of us, although

our Entrance was not without fuffici-

cnt Noife, by the Concourfe of all Pcr-

Tons belonging to the Court. But he

was then deep in a Problem, and we at-

tended at leaft an hour, before he could

folvc it. There flood by him on each

fide, a young Page, with Flaps in their

hands, and when they faw he was at

leifurc, one of them gently ftruck his

Mouth, and the other his right Ear 5

at which he ftarted like one awaked on

the fudden, and looking towards me,

and the Company I was in, recoile&ed

-the Occafion of our coming, whereof he

- had been informed before. He fpoke ibmq

-Words, whereupon immediately a: young

Man with a Flap came up 'to my Side,

and flapt me gently on the right Ear 3

but I made Signs, as well as I could,

that I had no Occafion for fuch an In-

ftrument $ which, as I afterwards found*

gave his Majefty and the whole Court

a very mean Opinion of my Underftand-

ing. The King, as far as I could eon-

C z lecture^
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je&ure, asked me feveral Quedions, and I

addrcfied my felf to him in all the Lan-

guages I had. When it was found, that

I could neither underdand, nor be un-

derftood, I was conduced, by the King's

Order, to an Apartment in his Palace,

(this Prince being didinguifhed above

all his Predeceffors for his Hofpitality

to Strangers,) where two Servants were

appointed to attend me* My Dinner

was brought, and four Perfons of Qua-

lity, whom I remember'd to have feen

very near the King's Perfon, did me the

honour to dine with me. We had two

Courfes, of three Difhes each. . In the

. firft Courfe there was a Shoulder of Mutr

ton, cut into an ^Equilateral Triangle, a

Piece of Beef into a Rhomboides, and a

Pudding into a Cycloid. The fecond

Courfe was two Ducks, traded up intq

the Form of Fiddles, Saufages and Pud-

. dings rcfcmbling Flutes and. Hautboys,

and a Bread of Veal* in the fhape of a

Harp. The Servants cut our Bread into

Cones*
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Cones, Cylinders, Parallelograms, and

feveral other mathematical Figures.

While we were at Dinner, I

made bold to ask the Names of feveral

things in their Language ; and thofe'

noble Perfons, by the afliftance of their

Flappers, delighted to give meAnfwers,

hoping to raife my Admiration of their

great Abilities, if I could be brought to

converfe with them. I was foon able to

.call for Bread, and Drink, or whatever

elfe I wanted.

After Dinner my Company with-

drew, and a Perfon was lent to me by the

Kings Order, attended by a Flapper. He

brought with him Pen, Ink, and Paper,

and three or four Books, giving me to

underftand by Signs,' that he was fent to

tqach me the Language. We fat together

four hours, in which time I wrote down

a great number of Words in Columns,

With the Tranflations over againftthem.

X likewife made a fliift to learn feveral

C 3 *hort
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fhort Sentences. Fpr my Tutor would

order one of my Servants to fetch forne-

thing, or turn about, to make a Bow,

to fit, or (land, or .walk, and the like.

Then I took down the Sentence in wri-

ting. He .{hewed me aifo in one of his

Books, .the Figures of the Sun, Moon,

and Stars, the Zodiack, the Tropics, and

Polar Circles, together with the Deno-

minations of many Figures of Planes

and Solids. He gave me the Names
and Defcriptions of all the muftcal In-

ftruments, and the general Terms of

Art in playing on each of them. After

he had left me; I placed all my Words

with their Interpretations ia Alphabe-

tical .Order. And thus in a few days,

by the help of a very faithful Memory^

I got. fome infight into their Language.

The Word, which I interpret £he

Flying .ox: Floating Ijland, ism the Ori-

ginal Laputa, whereof I could never

learn the true Etymology. Lap in the

old obiblctc Language ilgnifieth 'High*

and
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and Urituh-.a'Govcrnour, from which, they

fay, by Corruption was derived Laputa

from Lapuntuh. But I do not approve

of this Derivation, which ieems to be a

little drained. I ventured to offer to the

Learned among them a Conje&ure of

my own, that Laputa was quafi'Lap

ouiedi Lap fignifying, pr6perly .-the ..Dam

cing of the Sun-Beams in the Sea, md
outed a i Wing j which, however, I fhall

not obtrude, but fubmit to the judicious

Reader.

T hose to whom the King had en-

trufted me, obferving how ill I was clad,

ordered a Taylor to come next Morning,

and take my Meafurefor a Suit of Clothes,

This Operator did his Office after a dif-

ferent manner from thofe of his Trade

in Europe. He firft took my Altitude

by a Quadrant, and then with Rule and

Compafles, defcribed the Dimenfions and

Out-lines of my whole Body, all which

he entered upon Paper, and in fix days

brought my Clothes very ill made, and

C 4 quite
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quite out of fhape, by happening to

miftakc a Figure in the Calculation, I But:

my comfort was, that I obferved fuch

Accidents very frequent, and little re-

garded.

During my Confinement for want

of Clothes, and by an Indifpofition that

held me fome days longer, I much en-

larged my Di&ionary ; and when I went

next to Court, Avas able to underftand

many things the King fpoke, and:to re-

turn him fome kind of Anfwers. His

Majefty had given Orders ; that the

Ifland fhould move North-Eaft and by

Eaft, to the Vertical Point over Lagado,

the Metropolis of the whole Kingdom

below upon the firm Earth. It was a-

bout ninety Leagues diftant, and our

Voyage lafted four days and an half.

I was not in the lead fenfible of the

progreffive Motion made in the Air by

the Ifland. On the fecond Morning,

about eleven a-clock, the King himfelf

in Peribn, attended by his Nobility,

Courtier^
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Courtiers, and Officers, having pre-

pared all their mufical Inftriiments,

played on them for three hours with-

out intermiflion, fo that I was quite

ftunned with the Noife 5 neither could I

poflibly guefs the Meaning till my Tutor

informed me. He faid that the People

of the Ifland had their Ears adapted to

hear the Mufick of the Spheres, which

always played at certain Periods, and

the Court was now prepared to bear

their part in whatever Inftrument they

moft excelled.

In our Journey toward$ Lagado the

capital City, his Majefty ordered that the

Ifland fhould flop over certain Towns
and Villages, from whence- he might re-

ceive the Petitions of his Subje&s: And to

this purpofe feveral Packthreads were let

down with fmall Weights at the bottom.

On thefe Packthreads the People ftrung

their Petitions, which mounted up di-

reftly like the Scraps of Paper faftned by

School-Boys at the end of the String

that
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that holds their Kite. Sometimes we
received Wine and Victuals from below,*

which were drawn up t Pulleys.

I The Knowledge I had in Mathema-

ticks gave me great Afllftance in ac-

quiring their Phrafeology, which de-

pended much upon that Science and

Mufick, and in the latter I was not

Unskilled. Their Ideas are perpetually

converfaiit in- Lines, and Figures. If they

would, for example, praifc the Beauty

of a Woman, or any other Animal, thejr

defcribe it by Rhombs, Circles, Paral-

lelograms, Ellipfes, and other Geometri-

cal Term?, or by Words of Art drawii

from Mufick, needlefs here to repeat.

I obferved in the King's Kitchen all

forts of mathematical and mufical In-

ftritfhcnts, after the Figures of which

they cut up the Joints that were feryedl

to his Majefty's Table.

Their Houfes are very ill built,

the Walls bevil, without One Right

Angle
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Angle in any Apartment 5 and this De*

fed arifeth from the Contempt they

fcrear to praftical Geometry, which

they defpife, as Vulgar and Mechanick,

thofe Inftru&ions they give being too re-

fined for the Intelieftuals of their Work-

men i which occafions perpetual Miftakes.

And although they are dextrous enough

upon a Piece of Paper in the Manage-

ment of the Rule, the Pencil, and the

Divider, yet irt the common Adions and

Behaviour of Life, I have not feen a

more clumfy, aukward, and unhandy

People, nor To flow and perplexed in

their Conceptions upon all other Sub-

je&s, except thofe of Mathematicks and

Mufrck. They are very bad Reafoners,

and vehemently given to Oppofition,

unlefs when they happen to be of tKe

right Opinion, which is feldom their

Cafe. Imagination, Fancy, and Inven-

tion, they are wholly Strangers to,

nor have any Words in their Language

by which thofe Ideas can be expreffed i

the whole Compafs of their Thoughts

and
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and Mind being fhut up within the two

forenaentioned Sciences.

Most of them, and efpecially thofe

v/ho deal in the Aftronomical Part, have

great Faith in judicial Aftrology, afci

though they are afhamed to own it

publickly r
But what I chiefly admired,

and thought altogether unaccountable,

was the ftrong Difpofition I obfervedin

them towards News and Politicks, per-

petually enquiring into publick Affairs,

giving their Judgments in Matters of

State, and pafllonately difputing every

Inch of a Party Opinion. I have indeed

obferved the fame Difpofition among

moft of the Mathematicians I have

known in Europe, although I could never

difcover the lead Analogy between the

two Sciences 3 unlefs thofe People fup-,

pofe, that becaufe the fmalleft Circle

hath as many Degrees as the largeft,

therefore the Regulation and Manage-

ment of the World require no more

Abilities than the handling and turn-

ing.
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ing of a Globe. But, I rather take

this Quality to fpring from a very com-

mon Infirmity of human Nature, in-

clining us to be more curious and con-

ceited in Matters where we have lead

Concern, and for which we are leaft

adapted either by Study or Nature.

These People are under continual

Difquietudes, never enjoying a Minute's

Peace of Mind; and their Difturbances

proceed from Caufes which very little

affed the reft of Mortals. Their Appre-

henfions arife from feveral Changes they

dread in the celeftial Bodies. For iii-

ftance j That the Earth, by the continual

Approaches of the Sun towards it, muft

in Courfe of Time be abforbed or fwal-

lowed up : That the Face of the Sun

will, by degrees, be encrufted with its

own Effluvia, and give no more Light

to the World : That the Earth very

narrowly efcaped a Brufh from the Tail

of the. laft Comet, which would have

infallibly reduced it to Allies ; and that

the
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the next, which they have calculated

for one and thirty Years hence, will

probably deftroy us. For, if in its Pe-

rihelion it fhould approach within a

certain Degree of the Sun, (as by their

Calculations they have reafon to dread)

it will conceive a Degree of Heat ten

thoufand times more intenfe than that

of red-hot glowing Irons and in its

abfence from the Sun, carry a blazing

Tail ten hundred thoufand and fourteen

Miles long 5 through which, if the Earth

fhould pafs at the diftance of one hun-

dred thoufand Miles from the Nucleus

or main Body of the Comet, it muft in

its Paftage be fct on fiix, .and reduced

to Afhes. That the Sun daily fpending

its Rays without any Nutriment tofup-

ply them, will at'laft be wholly con-

fumed and annihilated ; which muft be

attended with the Deftruftion of this

Earth, and of all the Planets that re-

ceive their Light from it

They
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They are fo perpetually alarmed

with the Apprchenfions of thefe and the

like impending Dangers, that they can

neither deep quietly in their Beds, nor

have any Relifh for the common Plea-

fures or Amufements of Life. When
they meet an Acquaintance in the Morn-

ing, the firft Queftion is about the Suns

health, how he looked at his Setting and

Rifing, and what hopes they have to

avoid the Stroke of the approaching Co-

met. This Converfation they are apt

to run into with the fame Temper that

Boys difcover, in delighting to hear ter-

rible Stories of Spirits and Hobgoblins,

which they greedily liften to, and dare not

go to bed for fear.

The Women of the Ifland have

abundance of Vivacity $ they contemn

their Husbands, and are exceedingly

fond of Strangers, whereof there is al-

ways a confiderable number from the

Continent below, attending at Court,

either upon Affairs of the feveral Towns
and
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and Corporations, or their own particular

Occafion, but are much dcfpifed, be-

caufe they want the fame Endowments.

Among thefc the Ladies chufe their Gal-

lants : But the vexation is, that they

ad with too much Eafe and Security ;

for the Husband is always fo wrapt in

Speculation, that the Miftrefs and Lover

may proceed to the great eft Familiarities

before his Face, if he be but provided

with Paper and Implements, and with-

out his Flapper at his fide.

The Wives ^and Daughters lament

their Confinement to the Ifland, although

I think it the moll delicious Spot of

Ground in the World $ and although

they live here in the greatcft Plenty and

Magnificence, and are allowed to do

whatever they pleafe, they long to fee

the World, and take the Diverfions of

the Metropolis, which they are not al-

lowed to do without a.particular Licence

from the King; and this is not eafy to

b* obtained, because the People of Qua-

lity
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lity have found, by frequent Experience,

how hard it is to pcrfuade their Wo-
men to return from below. I was told

that a great Court-Lady, who had feveral

Children, is married to the Prime

Minifter, the richeft Subjed in the

Kingdom, a very graceful Perfon, ex-

tremely fond of her, and lives in the

fineft .Palace of the Ifland, went down
to Lagado, on the pretence of Health,

there hid her felf for feveral Months,

till the King fent a Warrant to fearch

for her, and fhe was found in an ob-

fcure Eating-houfe all in Rags, having

pawned her Clothes to maintain an old

deformed Footman, who beat her every

day, and in whofc Company fhe was

taken much againft her Will. And al-

though her Husband received her with

all poilible Kindnefs, and without the

leaft Reproach, fhe foon after contrived

to fteal down again, with all her Jewels,

to the fame Gallant, and hath not been

heard offince,

Vo l. II. D This
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This^ may, perhaps, pafs with the

Reader rather for an European or Eng-

lish Story, than for one of a Country

fo remote: But he may pleafe to con-

ftder, that the Caprices of Womenkind
are not limited by any Climate or

Nation, and that they are much more

uniform than can be eafily imagined.

In about a Month's time I had made

a tolerable Proficiency in their Lan-

guage, ^and was able to anfwer mod of

the King s Queftions, when I had the

Honour to attend him. His Majefty

difcovered not the leaft Curiofity to en-

quire into the Laws, Government,

Hiftory, Religion, or Manners of th$

Countries where I had been, but con-

fined his (Queftions to the State of Ma-
thematicks, and received the Account

I gave him, with great Contempt and

indifference, though often rouzed by

his Flapper on each fide.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

A Thtenomenon folved by modern Thilo-

fophy and Aftronomy. The Lapu-

tians great Improvements in the lat-

ter. The Kings Method offuppref-

fing Infurreffions.

Defired leave of this Prince to

fee the Curiofities ofthe Ifland,

which he was gracioufly pica-

fed to grant, and order'd my Tutor to

attend me. I chiefly wanted to know
to what Caufe in Art, or in Nature, it

owed its fevcral Motions, whereof I

will now give a Phiiofophical Account

to the Reader.

The Flying, or Floating Ifland, is

exa&Iy circular 5 its Diameter 7837
Yards, or about four Miles and an

D 2 half,
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half, and confequently contains ten

thoufand Acres- It is three hundred

Yards thick. The Bottom or Undcr-

Surface, which appears to thofe who
view it from below, is one even regu-

lar Plate of Adamant, fhooting up to

the Height of about two hundred Yards.

Above it lie the feveral Minerals in

their ufual Order, and over all is a Coat

of rich Mould ten or twelve Foot deep.

This Declivity ofthe upper Surface, from

the Circumference to the Center, is the

natural Caufe why all the D^ws and

Rains which fall upon the Ifland, are

conveyed m fmall Rivulets towards the

Middle, where they are emptied into

four large Bafons each of about half

a Mile in Circuit, and two hundred

Yards diftant from the Center. From
thefe Bafons the Water is continually

exhaled by the Sun in the Day-time,

which effectually prevents their over-

flowing. Befides, as it is in the power

of the Monarch to raife the Ifland

above the Region of Clouds and Va-

pours,



to I A PUT A, &c. 37
pours, he can prevent the falling ofDews

and Rains whenever he pleafes : For

the higheft Clouds cannot rife above

two Miles, as Naturalifts agree, at leaft

they were never known to do in that

Country.

At the Center of the Ifland there is

a Chafm about fifty Yards in Diameter,

from whence the Aftronomers defcend

into a large Dome, which is therefore

called Flandona Gagnole, oz the Aftro-

nomers Cave, fituated at the depth of a

hundred yards beneath the upper Sur-

face of the Adamant. In this Cave are

twenty Lamps continually burning, which

from the Refle&ion of the Adamant
* caft a ftrong Light into every Part.

The Place is ftored with great Variety

of Sextants/ Quadrants, Telefcopcs, A-

ftrolabes, - and other Agronomical Inftru-

ments. But the great eft Curioftty, upon

which the Fate of the Ifland depends, is

a Load-ftone of a prodigious fize, in

fhape refembling a Weaver's Shuttle. It

D 3 is
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is in Length fix Yards, and in the thick-

eft part at leaft three Yards over. This

Magnet is fuftained by * a very ftrong

Axle of Adamant palling through its

Middle, upon which it plays, and is

poized fo exa&ly, that theweakeft Hand

can turn it. I It is hooped round with

an hollow Cylinder of Adamant, four

Foot deep, as many thick, and twelve

Yards in Diameter, placed horizontally,

and fupported by eight Adamantine Feet,

each fix Yards high. In the middle of the

concave Side there is a Groove twelve

Inches deep, in which the Extremities of

the Axle are lodged, and turned round as

there is Occafion.

The Stone cannot be moved from

its Place by aay Force, becaufe the

Hoop and its Feet are one continued

Piece with that Body of Adamant,

which conftitutes the Bottom of the

Ifland.

By
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By means of this Load-ftone, the

Ifland is made to rife and fall, and move

from one Place to another. For, with

refped to that Part of the Earth over

which the Monarch prefides, the Stone

is endued at one of its Sides with an at-

tractive Power, and at the other with a

repulfive. Upon placing the Magnet,

cred with its attrading End towards

the Earth, the Ifland defcends 5 but when

the repelling Extremity points down-

Wards, the Ifland mounts diredly up-

wards. When the Pofition of the Stone

is oblique, the Motion of the Ifland is

fo too. For in this Magnet the Forces

always ad in Lines parallel to its Di-

rcdion.

By this oblique Motion the Ifland

is conveyed to different Parts of the Mo-
narch's Dominions. To explain the

manner of its Progrefs, let A B repre-

sent a Line drawn crofs the Dominions

of Bafaibarbi, let the Line ^reprefent

D 4 the
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the Load-ftonc, of which let d be the re-

pelling End, and c the attracting End $

the Ifland being over C, let the Stone be

placed in the Pofition c d> with its repel-

ling End downwards, then the Ifland

will be driven upwards obliquely towards
<

T>. When it is arrived at 2), let the

Stone be turned upon its Axle till its at-

tracting End points towards E> and then

the Ifland will be carried obliquely to-

wards E? where, if the Stone be again

turned upon its Axle till it flands in the

Pofition E Fj with its repelling Point,

downwards, the Ifland will rife obliquely

towards JP; where, by dire&ingthe attrac-

ting End towards G> the Ifland may be

carried to G, and from G to H7 by

turning the Stone, Co as to make its re-

pelling Extremity point dire&ly down-

wards. And thus by changing the Si-

tuation of the Stone as often as there

is Occafion, the Ifland is made to rife

and fall by turns in an oblique Dire&ion,

and by thofe alternate Rifings and Fal-

lings (the Obliquity being not confidera-

bleV
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ble) is conveyed from one Part of the

Dominions to the other.

But it muft be obferved, that this

Ifland cannot move beyond the Extent

of the Dominions below, nor can it

rife above the height of four Miles. For

which the Aftronomers (who have writ-

ten large Syftems concerning the Stone)

aifism the following Reafon; That the*D

masnetick Virtue does not extend be-

yond the Diftance of four Miles, and

that the Mineral which ads upon the

Stone in the Bowels of the Earth, and

in the Sea about fix Leagues diftant

from the Shoar, is not diffufed through

the whole Globe, but terminated with

the Limits of the King's Dominions
5

and it was eafy from the great Advan-

tage of fuch a fuperior Situation for a

Prince to bring under his Obedience

whatever Country lay within the At-

traction of that Magnet.

When
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When the Stone is put parallel to the

Plane of the Horizon, the Ifland* ftan-

deth ftill i for in that Cafe, the Extremi-

ties of it being at equal diftance from
the Earth, aft with equal Force 5 the

One in drawing downwards, the other in

pufhing upwards, and confequently no
Motion can enfue,

T hi s Load-ftone is under the Care of

certain Aftronomers, who from Time to

Time give it fuch Pofitions as the Mo-
narch directs. They fpend the greateft

part of their Lives in obferving the

Celeftial Bodies, which they do by the

afliftance of Glaffes far excelling ours

in Goodnels. For this Advantage hath

enabled them to extend the Difcoveries

much farther than our Aftronomers in

Europe: for they have made a Catalogue

of ten thoufand fixed Stars 5 whereas the

largeft of ours do not contain above one

third part of that Number. They have

likewife difcovejfed two lefTer Stars, or

Satellites,
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Satellitesy which revolve about Mars,

whereof the innermoft is diftant from

the Center of the primary Planet cxadly

three of his Diameters, and the outer-

moft five j the former revolves in the

fpace of ten hours, and the latter in

twenty one and an half : fo that the

Squares of their periodical Times are

very near in the fame proportion with

the Cubes of their Diftance from the

Center of Mars ; which evidently (hews ^

them to be governed by the fame Law
of Gravitation, that influences the other

Heavenly Bodies.

They have obferved ninety three

different Comets, and fettled their Pe-

riods with great Exa&nefs. If this be

true, (and they affirm it with great

Confidence,) it is much to be wiflicd

that their Obfervations were made

publick, whereby the Theory of Comets,

which at prefent is very lame and de-

fective, might be brought to the fame

Per-
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Perfe&ion with other Parts of Aftro-

nomy.

The King would be the moft abfo-

lute Prince in the Univerfe, if he could but

prevail on a Miniftry to join with him 5

but thefe have their Eftates below on

the Continent, and confidering that the

Office of a Favourite hath a very un-

certain Tenure, would never confent to

the enflaving their Country.

I f any Town ftiould engage in Re- v

bellion or Mutiny, fall into violent -

laftions, or refufe to pay the ufual

Tribute, the King hath two Methods

of reducing them to Obedience. The

firft and the mildeft Courfc is by keeping

the Ifland hovering over fuch a Town,

and the Lands about it, whereby he can

deprive them of the Benefit of the Sun

and the Rain, and confequently afflift

the Inhabitants with Death and Dif-

tafes. And if the Crime deferve it, they

are at the fame time pelted from above

with
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with great Stones, againft which they

have no Defence but by creeping into

Cellars or Caves, while the Roofs of

their Houfes are beaten to pieces. But

if they ftill continue obftinate, ot offer

to raife Infurre&ions, he proceeds to

the laft Remedy, by letting the Ifland

drop dire&ly upon their Heads, which

makes a univerfal Deftru&ion both of

Houfes and Men. However, this is an

Extremity to which the Prince is feldom

driven, neither indeed is he willing to

put it in execution, nor dare his Mini-

fters advife him to anA&ion, which, as

it would render them odious to the

People, fo it would be a great damage to

their own Eftates, which lie all below,

for the Ifland is the King's Demefn.

But there is ftill indeed a more

weighty Reafon, why the Kings of this

Country have been always averfe from

executing fo terrible an Aftion, unlefs

upon the utmoft Neceflity. For if the

Town intended to be deftroyed fhouid

have
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have in it any tall Rocks, as it generally

falls out in the larger Cities/ a Situation

probably chofen at firft with a View to

prevent fuch a Cataftrophe : or if it

abound in high Spires, or Pillars of

Stone, a fudden Fall might endanger the

Bottom or Under-furface of the Ifland ;

which, although it confifts, as I have faid,

ofone entire Adamant two hundred Yards

thick, might happen to crack by too

great a Choque, or burft by approach-

ing too near the Fires from the Houfes

below, as the Backs both of Iron and

Stone will often do in our Chimneys.

Of ail this the People are well apprized,

and underftand how far to carry their

Obftinacy, where their Liberty, or Pro-

perty is concerned. And the King, when
he is higheft provoked, and moft determi-

ned to prefs a City to Rubbifh, orders

the Ifland to defcend with great Gentle-

nefs, out of a Pretence of Tendernefs

to his People, but indeed for fear of

breaking the Adamantine Bottom 5 in

which Cafe, it is the Opinion of all their

Phi-
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Philofophers, that the Load-ftone could

no longer hold it up, and the whole Mafs

would fall to the ground.

B y a fundamental Law of this Realm,

neither the King, nor either of his two

elder Sons, are permitted to leave the

Ifland ; nor the Queen till (he is paft

Child-bearing.

C H A P.
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CHAP. IV.

The Author leaves Laputa, is conveyed

to Balnibarbi, arrives at the Metro-

polis. A c
Defcription of the Metro-

polis, andthe Country adjoining. The
Author hofpitably received by agreat

Lord. His Converfation with that

Lord.

;LTHOUGH I cannot fay that

I was ill-treated in this Ifland,

yet I muft confefs I thought my
lclf too much neglected, not without

ibmc degree of Contempt. For neither

JPrince nor People appeared to be curious

in any Part of Knowledge, except Mathe-

maticks and Mufick, wherein I was far

their Inferior, and upon that account

Very little regarded.

On
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O n the other fide, after having feen

all the Curiofities of the Ifland, I was

very defirous to leave it, being heartily

weary of thofe People. They were in-

deed excellent for two Sciences for which

I have great efteem, and wherein I am
not unverfed ; but at the fame time, fo

abftra&ed , and involved in Speculation,

that I never met with fuchfdifagreeable

Companions. I convers'd only with

Women, Tfadefmeii, Flappers, and

Court-Pages, during two Months ofmy
Abode here, by which, at laft, I render'd

my felf extremely contemptible 5 yetthefe

were the only People from whom I could

ever feceive a fcaforiable Anfwer.

•.

I had obtained, by hard Study, a good

degree of Knowledge in their Lan-

guage s I was weary of being confined

to an Ifland where I received fo little

Countenance, and refolved to leave it

with the firft Opportunity.

There was a great Lord at Court,

nearly related to the King, and for that

Vol. II. E reafoR
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reafon alone ufed with Rcfpe£L He
was univerfally reckoned the moft ig-

norant and ftupid Perfon among them.

He had performed many eminent Ser-

vices for the Crown, had great natural

and acquired Parts, adorned with In-

tegrity and Honour, but fo. ill an Ear

for Mufick, that his Detractors reported

he had been often known to beat Time
in the wrong Place $ neither could his

Tutors, without extreme difficulty, teach

him to demonftrate the moft eafy Pro^

pofition in the Mathematicks. He was

pleafcd to fhew me many Marks of

Favour, often did me the honour of a

Vifir, defircd to be informed in the

Affairs of Europe, the Laws and Cuftoms,

the Manners and Learning, of the feveral

Countries where I had travelled. He
liftned to me with great Attention, and

made very wife Observations on ail I

fpoke* He had two Flappers attending

him for State, but never made ufe of

them except at Court, and in Vifits of

"Ceremony, and would always command
them
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them to withdraw when we were alone

together.

I intreated tins illuftrious Pcrfon to

intercede in my behalf with his Majefty

for Leave to depart^ which he accor-

dingly did, ,a$ he was plcafed to tell me,

with Regret: For, indeed he had made*

me feveral Offers very advantageous,,

which however I rcfufed with Expreflions

ofthehigheft Acknowledgment,

O n the 1 6th Day of February \ took

Leave of his Majefty $nd the Court. The
King made me aPrefentto the value of

about two hundred Pounds Englifb, and

my Protestor hisKinfman as much more,

together with a Letter of Recommen-
dation to a Freind of his in Lagado, the

Metropolis : The Ifland being then ho-

vering over a Mountain about two

Miles from it, I was let down from

the lowed Gallery, in the fame man-

ner as I had been taken up.

E 2 The
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The Continent, as far as it is fob-

bed to the Monarch of the Flying Ifland
y

partes under the general Name of Bal-

ntbarbiy and the Metropolis, as I faid

before, is called Lagado. I felt fome

little Satisfa&ion in finding my felf on

firm Ground. I walked to the City

without any Concern, being clad like

one of the Natives, and fufficiently in-

ftrufted to converfe with them. Ifoon

found out the Perfon's Houfe to whom
I was recommended, prefented my Let-

ter from his Friend the Grandee in the

lihnd, ancf was received with much
Kindnefs. This great Lord, whofe Name
was Munodiy ordered me an Apartment

in his own Houfe, where I continued

during my Stay, and was entertained

in a nioft hofpitable manner.

The next Morning after my arri-

val, he took me in his Chariot to fee the

Town, which is about half the bignefs

oihondoriy but the Houfes very ftrangely

built, and mod of them out of Repair.

The
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The People in the Streets walked faft,

looked wild, their Eyes fixed, and were

generally in Rags, We paffed through

one of the Town-Gates, and went about

three Miles into the Country, where I

faw many Labourers working with fe-

veral forts of Tools in the Ground, but

was not able to conje&ure what they

were about $ neither did I obferve any

Expectation either of Corn or Grafs, al~

though the Soil appeared to be excellent.

I could not forbear admiring at thefe

odd Appearances both in Town and

Country, and I made bold to defire my
Condudor, that he would be pleafed

to explain to me what could be meant

by fo mapy bufy Heads, Hands, and

Faces, both in the Streets and the Fields,

becaufe I did not difcovcr any good

Effe&s they produced 5 but on the con-

trary, I never knew a Soil fo unhappily

cultivated, Houfes fo ill contrived, and

fo ruinous, or a People whofe Counte-

pances and Habit cxprefled fo much

Mifery and Want*

E ? This
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This Lord Munodi was* a Perfon of

the fi'rftRaiik/ and' had been fome Years

Governor of Lagado ; but by a Cabal of

Minifters was difcharged for infuffici-

eiicy. However, the King treated him

with Tcndemefs, as a well-meaning

Man, but of a low contemptible Under*

{landing.

When I gave that free Cenfure of

the Country, and its Inhabitants, he made

no further Ailfwer than by telling mc,

that I had not been long- enough a-

inong them to form a Judgment ; and

that the different Nations of the World

had different Cuftoms, with othbr com-

mon Topicks to the fame purpofe. But

when we returned to his Palace, he

asked me how I liked the Building,

whit Abfurditics I obferved, and what

(Quarrel I had with the Drefs and Ldoks

of his Domefticks. This he might fafely

do, becaufe every thing about him was

magnificent, regular, and polite, I an-

fwered.,
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fatted, that his Excellency's Prudence,

Quality, and Fortune, had exempted

him from thofe Defeats which Folly and

Beggary had produced in others. He
faid, if , I would go with him to his

Cquntry Houfe about twenty Miles

diftant, where his Eftate lay, there

would be more Leifure for this kind of

Converfation. I told his Excellency, that

I was entirely at his difpofal ; and ac-

cordingly we fct out next Morning.

During our Journey, he made me
obferve the feveral Methods ufed by

Farmers in managing their Lands, which

to me were wholly unaccountable 3 for,

except in fome very few Places, I could

not difcover one Ear of Corn or Blade

of Grafs. But, in three hours travel-

ling, the Scene was wholly altered y we
came into a moft beautiful Country 5

Farmers Houfes atfmall diftances, neatr

ly built ; the Fields enclofed, containing

Vineyards, Corn-grounds and Meadows.

Neither do I remember to have feen a

E 4 more



$6 ei.VoiA ge
more delightful Profpett. His Excellen-

cy obfervcd my Countenance to clear

up ; he told mc, with a Sigh, that there

his Eftate began, and would continue

the fame till we fliould come to his

Houfe; that his Countrymen ridicul'd

and defpis'd him for managing his Affairs

no better, and for fetting fo ill an Ex-

ample to the Kingdom, which however

was followed by very few, fuch as were

old, and wilful, and weak, likehimfelf.

We came at length to the Houfej

which was indeed a noble Stru&ure,

built according to the beft Rules of an-

cient Archite&ure. The Fountains,

Gardens, Walks, Avenues, and Groves,

were all difpofed with exad Judgment

and Tafte. I gave due Praifes to every

thing I faw : whereof his Excellency

took not the lead notice till after Sup-

per, when, there being no third Com-
panion, he told me, with a very melan-

choly Air, that he doubted he muft

throw down his Houles in Town and

Country,
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Country, to rebuild them after the prefent

Mode, deftroy all his Plantations, and

caft others in fuch a Form as modern

Ufage required, and give the fame Di-

rections to all his Tenants, unlefs he

would fubmit to incur the Cenfure of

Pride, Singularity, AfFeftation, Igno-

rance, Caprice, and perhaps increafc

his Majefty's Difpleafure.

That the Admiration I appeared

to be under, would ceafe or diminiftb

when he had informed me of fome Par-

ticulars, which, probably, I never heard

of at Court j the People there being tod

much taken up in their own Specula-

tions, to have regard to what paffed

here below.

The Sum of his Difcourfe was to this

Effeft: That about forty Years ago,

certain Perfons went up to Laputa, ei-

ther upon Bufinefs or Diverfion, and af-

ter five Months continuance, came back

with a very little Smattering in Mathe-

maticks,
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maticks, but full of volatile Spirits ao
quired in that airy Region. That theft

Peribns upon their Return began to

4iflike the Management' of every thing

below, and fell into Schemes of putting

all Arts, Sciences, Languages, and Me~

chanicks upon a new foot. To this

end, they procured a Royal Patent for

ere&ing an Academy of Projectors

in Lagado -, and the Humour prevailed

foftrongly among the People, that there

is not a Town of any qonfequence in

the Kingdom without fuch an Academy.

In thefe colleges, the Profeffors con-

trive new Rules and Methods of Agri*

culture and Building, and new Instru-

ments and Tools for all. Trades and

Manufactures \ whereby, as they under-

take, one Man fliall do the Work of

ten * a Palace may be built in a Week,

of Materials fo durable, as to laft for

ever,, witheput repairing 5 all the Fruits

of the Earth fliall come to Maturity at

whatever Seafon we think fit to chufe,

and increafe an hundred fold more than
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rhsy do at prefent, with innumerable

Other happy Propofals. The only In-

convenience is, that none of thefe Pro-

fess are yet brought to Perfe&ion, and

m the mean time the whole Country

lies miferably , wafte, the Houfes in

Ruins, and the People without Food or

Clothes. By all which, inftead of being-

difcouraged, they are fifty times more

violently bent upon profecufing their

Schemes, driven equally on by Hope

and Defpair : That as for himfclf, being

not of an enterpxizing Spirit, he was

content to go on in the old Forms, to

live in the Houfes his Anceftors had

built, and ad as they did in every part

of Life without Innovation ; That, fome

few other Perfons ofQuality and Gentry

hid done the fame, but were looked

on with an Eye of Contempt and ill

Will, as Enemies to Art, ignorant and

ill Commonwealthfmen, preferring their

own Eafc and Sloth before the general

Improvement of their Country.

Hi*
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His Lordfhip added, that he would

not by any further Particulars prevent the

Pleafure I fhould certainly take irj view-

ing the Grand Academy, whither he

was refolved I fhould go. He only de-

fired me to obferve a ruined Building

upon the fide of a Mountain about three

Miles diftant, of which he gave mc
this Account : That he had a very con-

venient Mill within half a Mile of his

Houfe, turned by a Current from ^ large

River, and fufficient for his own Family,

as well as a great number of his Tenants :

That, about feven Years ago, a Club

of thofe Proje&ors came to him with

Propofals to deftroy this Mill, and

build another on the fide of that

Mountain, on the long Ridge whereof

a long Canal muft be cut for a Repofi-

tory of Water, to be conveyed up by

Pipes and Engines to fupply the Mill:

Becaufe the Wind and Air upon a Height

agitated the Water, and thereby made

it fitter for Motion ; and becaufe the

Water defcending down a Declivity,

Would turn the Mill with half the Cur-

ren
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rent of a River whofe Courfe is more

uppa a Level. He faid, that being then

not very well with the Court, and

prefled by many of his Friends/ he com-

plied with the Propofal $ and, after em-

ploying an hundred Men for two Years,

the Work mifcarried, the Proje&ors

went off, laying the blame entirely upon

him, railing at him everfince, and put-

ting others upon the fame Experiment,

with equal Afiiiranceof Succefs, as well

as equal Difappointment.

In a few days we came back to

Town, and his »Excellency, confidering

the bad Chara&er he had in the Aca-

demy, would not go with me himfelf,

but recommended me to a Friend of his

to bear me Company thither. My Lord

was pleafed to reprefent me as a great

Admirer of Pro/efts, and a Perfon of

much Curiofity and eafy Belief 5 which,

indeed, was not without Truth, for I

had my felf been a fort of Projector in

tny younger days.

CHAP.
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CHA P. V.

The Author permitted to fee the Grand

Academy 0/Lagado. The Academy

largely deferibed. The Arts wherein

the Trofeffors employ themfefoes.

HIS Academy is not an en-

tire fingie Building, but a

Continuation of ifcVcral Hou-

fcs on both Sides of a Street, which

growing wafte, was purchafed and appli-

ed to that Ufe.

1 was received very ' kindly by the

Warden, and went for many days to

the Academy. Every Room hath in it

one or more Proje&ors, and I believe I

could not be .in fewer than five hundred

Rooms.

\ i: J The
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The firft Man I faw was of a mea-

ger Afped, with footy Hands and Face,

his Hair and Beard long, ragged and

ftnged in feveral Places : His Clothes,

Shirt, and Skin, were all of the fame

Colour. He had been eight Years upon

a Projeft for extra&ing Sun-Beams out

of Cucumbers, which were to be put

into Vials hermetically fealed, and let

out to warm the Air in raw inclement

Summers. He told me, he did not

doubt in eight Years more, he Ihouid

be able to fupply the Governor's Gardens

with Sun-fhine at a rcafonable Rate;

but he complained that his Stock was

low, and intreated me to give him

fomething as an Encouragement to In-

-geliuity, clpecially fmce this had been

a very dear Seafon for Cucumbers. I

made him a fmall Prefcnt, for my Lord

had furnifhed.me with .Money on pur-

pofe, becaufe he knew their Pra&ice

of begging from all who go to fee

them. a

I
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I went into another Chamber, but

was ready to haften back, being almoft

overcome with a horrible Stink. My
Conductor preffed me forward, conju-

ring me, in a Whifper, to give no Offence,

which would be highly refented, and-

therefore 1 durft not fo much as flop

my Nofe. The Proje&or of this Cell

was the moft ancient Student of the

Academy : His Face and Beard were of

a pale yellow; his Hands and Clothes'

dawbcd over with Filth. When I was

prefented to him, he gave me a very

clofe Embrace, (a Compliment I could

well have cxcufed.) His Employment

from his firft coming into the Academy,

was an Operation to reduce human Ex-

crement to its original Food, by fepa-

rating the fcverai Parts, removing the

Tin&ure which it receives from the

Gall, making the Odour exhale, and

fcumming off the Saliva. He had a

weekly Allowance from the Society, of

a Vefifel filled with Human Ordure, about

the bignefs of a Briftol Barrel.

I
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I faw another at work to calcine Ice

into Gun-Powder, who likewife fhewed

me a T*eatife he had written concern-

ing the Malleability of Fire, which he

intended to publifh.

T ri e r 5 was a moft ingenious Archi-

tect, who had contrived a new Method

for building Houfcs, by beginning at the

.Roof and working downwards to the

Foundation, which he juftified to me by

the like Pra&ice of thofe two prudent

Infe&s the Jke and the Spider.

Ther e was a Man born blind, who
had fcveral Apprentices in his own Con-

dition: Their Employment was to mix

Colours for Painters, which their Mafter

taught them; to diftinguilh by feeling and

fmelling
t |

}t \yas indeed my misfortune

to find them at that time not very per-

fed in their Leffons, and the Profeflbr

himfelf happened to be generally mifta-

ken : This Artift is much encouraged and

efteemed by the whole Fraternity.

Vol. 1L F In
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I n another Apartment I was highly

J>leafed with a Proje&or, who had

found a Device of plowing the Ground

with Hogs,, to fave the Charges of

Plows, Cattle and Labour. The Me-

thod is this : In an Acre of Ground you

bury at fix Inches diftance, and eight

deep, a quantity of Acorns, Dates,

Chefnuts, and other Mafte or Vegetables,

whereof thefe Animals are fondeft : then

you drive fix hundred or more of them

into the Field, where in a few days they

will root up the whole Ground in fearch

of their Food, and make it fit for fow-

ing, at the fame time manuring it with

their Dung. It is true, upon Experiment

they found the Charge and Trouble

very great, and they had little or no

Crop : However, it is not doubted that

.this Invention may be capable of great

improvement.

I went into another Room, where the

Walls and Ceiling were all hung round

with Cobwebs, except a narrow Paffage

for
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fot-jthe Artift to go in and out. At

my Entrance he called aloud to me not

to difturb his Webs. He lamented the fa-

tal Miftake the World had been fo long in,

of ufing Silk-Worms, while we had fuch

plenty of domeftick Infc&s, who infi-

nitely excelled the former, becaufe they

underftood how to weave as well as

fpin. And he propofed farther, that by

employing Spiders, the Charge of dying

Silks (hoiild be wholly faved, whereof I

was fully convinced when he (hewed mc
a vaft number of Flies mod beautifully

coloured, wherewith he fed his Spiders,

afluring us, that the Webs would take a

Tin&urc from them ; and as he had them

of all hues, he hoped to fit every body's

Fancy, as foon as he could find proper

#
Food for the Flies of certain Gums, Oils,

and other glutinous Matter to give

a Strength and Confidence to the

Threads.

There was an Aftronomer who had

undertaken to place a Sun-Dial upon

F 2 the
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the great Weather-cock on the Towrr-

Houfe by adjufting the annual and di-

urnal Motions of the Earth and Sun, Co

as to anfwer and coincide with all acci-

dental Turnings by the Wind.

I was complaining of a fmall Fit of

the Cholick, upon which my Condu&or

led me into a Room, where a great Phy-

itcian refided, who was famous for cu-

ring that Difeafe by contrary Operations

.

from the fame Inftrument. He had a

large pair ofBellows, with a long (lender

Muzzle of Ivory. This he conveyed

eight Inches up the Anus, and drawing

in the Wind, he affirmed he could make

the Guts as lank as a dried Bladder. But

when the Difeafe was more ftubborn and

violent, he let in the Muzzle while the

Bellows were full 6f Wind, w.hich he

difcharged into the Body of the Patient,

then withdrew the Inftrument to re-

plenifh it, clapping his Thumb ftrongly

againft the Orifice of the Fundament $

and this being repeated three or four

times>
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times, the adventitious Wind would rufh

our, bringing the noxious along with it

(like Water put into a Pump) and the

Patient recover. I few him try both

Experiments upon a Dog, but could not

difcern any Effect from the former. Af-

ter the latter, the Animal was ready to

burft, and made fo violent a Difcharge,

as was very offensive to me and my
Companions. The Dog died on the

fpot, and we left the Do&or endea-

vouring to recover him by the fame Ope*-

ration.

I vifited many other Apartments, but

(hall not trouble my Reader with ail the

Curiofities I obferved, being ftudious of

Brevity.

I had hitherto feen only one fide of

the Academy, the other being appropri-

ated to the Advancers of fpeculative

Learning, of whom I fhall fay fome-

thing when I have mentioned one illu-

strious Perfon more, who is called among

F 3 them
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them the univerfal Artift. He told u$;

he had been thirty Years employirtg his

Thoughts for the Improvement of hu-

man Life. He had two large Rooms
full of wonderful Curiofities, and fifty

Men at work. Some were condenfing

Air into a dry tangible Subftance, by ex*

rra&ing the Nitre, and letting the aque-

ous or fluid Particles percolate 5 others

foftening Marble for Pillows ami Pin-

cuftiions; others petrifying the Hoofs of

a living Horfc to preferve them from

foundring. The Artift himfelf was at

that time bufy upon two great Defigris y

the firft to fow Land with Chaff, where-

in he affirmed the true feminal Virtue to

be contained, as he demonftrated by fe-

veral Experiments, which I was not

skilful enough to comprehend.
^
Theo-

-ther >X
T
as, by a certain Compofition of

<jums, Minerals, and Vegetables out-

wardly applied, to prevent the Growth

of Wool upon tivo young Lambs 5 and

he hoped in a reafonablc time to pro-

pagate the Breed of naked Sheep all over

the Kingdom. W e
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We crofled a Walk to the other part

of the Academy, where, as I have al-

ready faid, the Proje&or in fpeculative

Learning refided.

•

The firft Profeffor' I faw, was in a

very large Room, with forty Pupils a-

bout him. After Salutation, obferving

me to look earneftly upon a Frame, which

took up the greateft part of both the

Length and Breadth of the Room, he

faid perhaps I might wonder to fee him

employed in a Projed for improving

fpeculative Knowledge by pra&ical and

mechanical Operations. But the World
would foon be fenfible of its Ufefulnefs,

and he flattered himfelf that a more no-

ble exalted Thought never fprung in

any other Mans head, Every one

knew how laborious the ufual Method is

of attaining to Arts and Sciences 5 where-

as by his Contrivance, the mod ignorant

Perfon at a reafonable Charge, and with

a little bodily Labour, may write both

in Philofophy, Poetry, Politicks, Law,

F 4 Ma-
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Mathemathicks and Theology, without

the
.
leaft Afliftance from Genius or

Study. He then led me to the Frame,

about the fides whereof all j his Pupils

flood in Ranks. It was twenty Foot

fquare, placed in the middle of the

Room. The Superficies was compofed

of feveral bits of Wood, about the big-

nefs-ofa Dye, but fome larger than oJ

thcrs. They were all linked together

by (lender Wires. Thefe bits ofWood
were covered on every 'Square with

Papers pafted on them, and 6\Y thefe

Papers were Written all the Words of

their Language in their feveral Moods,

Tenfes, and Decienfions, but without

any Order. The Profcfibr then defired

me to obferve, for he was going to fet

his Engine at work. The Pupils at his

command took each of them hold of

an Iron Handle, whereof there were

forty fixed round the Edges of the

Frame ; and giving them a fudden turn,

the whole Difpofition of the Words was

entirely changed. He then commanded
fix



to XAPUTA, 0V. 75

fix and thirty of the Lads to read the fevc-

ral Lines foftly as they appeared upon the

Frame; and where they found three or

four Words together that might make

part of a Sentence, they di&ated to the

four remaining Boys who were Scribes.

This Work was repeated three or four

times, and at every turn the Engine was

fo contrived, that the Words fhifted io-

to new Places, or the fquare bits of

Wood moved ypfidc down.

Six hours a-day the young Students

were employed in this Labour, and the

Profefifor fhewed me feveral Volumes

in large Folio already collc&ed, of

broken Sentences, which he intended

to piece together, and out of thofe rich

* Materials to give the World a compleat

Body of all Arts and Sciences ; which

however might be ftill improved, and

much expedited^ if the Publick would

raife a Fund for making and employing

five hundred fuch Frames in Lagado,

and oblige the Managers to contribute

in
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in common their feveral Collc&i-

ons.

H e affiired mc, that this Invention

had employed all his Thoughts from his

Youth, that he had employed the whole

Vocabulary into his Frame, and made

the ftri&eft Computation of the general

Proportion there is in the Book between

the Numbers of Particles, Nouns, and

yerbs, and other Parts of Speech.

I made my humbleft Acknowledg-

ment to this illuftrious Perfon for his

great Communicativenefs, and promt-

fed if ever I had the good fortune

to return to my native Country, that I

would do him Juftice, as the fole In-

venter of this wonderful Machine 5 the

Form and Contrivance of which I de-

fired leave to delineate upon Paper

as in the Figure here annexed. I told

him, although it were the Cuftomof our

Learned in Europe to deal Inventions

from each other, who had thereby at

lead
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ieaft this Advantage, that it became a

Controverfy which was the right Owner,

yet I would take fuch Caution, that he

fhould have the Honour entire without

a Rival.

W e next went to the School of Lan-

guage, where three Profeflbrs fate in

Confultation upon improving that of

their own Country.

The firft Projed was to (horten

Difcourfe, by cutting Polyfyllables into

one, and leaving out Verbs and Parti-

ciples, becaufe in reality all things ima-

ginable are but Nouns.

The other was a Scheme for en-

tirely abolifhing all Words whatfoever;

and this was urged as a great Advantage

in point of Health as well as Brevity,

for it is plain, that every Word we
fpeak is in fome degree a Diminution

"of our Lungs by Corrofion, and confe-

-qucntly contributes to the fhortning of

our
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our Lives. An Expedient was there-

fore offered, that fince Words arp only

Names for Things, it would be more

convenient for all Men to carry about

them, fuch Things as were neceffary to

cxprefs the particular Bufmefs they are

to difcourfe on. And this Invention

would certainly have taken place, to

the great Eafe as well as Health of the

Subjeft, if the Women in conjun&ion

with the Vulgar and Illiterate had not

threatned to raifc a Rebellion, unlefs

they might be allowed the Liberty to

fpcak with their Tongues, after the

manner of their Anceftors ; fuch con-

ftant irreconcilable Enemies to Science

arc the common People. However*

many of the moft Learned and Wife

adhere to the Ne^ Scheme of expreffing

themfelvcs fry Things, which hath only

this Inconvenience attending it, that if

a Man s Buiincfs be very great, and of

various kinds, he muft be obliged in

proportion to carry a great Bundle of

Things upon his Back, unlefs he can

afford



to LAPUTA, &c. 77
afford one or two ftrong Servants to at-

tend him. I have often beheld two of

thofe Sages alraoft finking under the

Weight of their Packs, like Pedlers a-

mong us ; who, when they met in the

Streets, would lay down their Loads, open

their Saddles, and hold Conversation for

an hour together 5 then put up their

Implements, help each other to refume

their Burthens, and take their Leave,

But for fhort Conventions, a Man
may carry Implements .in his Pockets

and under his Arms, enough to fupply

him, and in his Houfe he cannot be

at a lofs: Therefore the Room where

Company meet who pra&ife this Art,

is full of all Things ready at hand, re-

quisite to furnifh Matter of this kind of

'artificial Converfe.

Another great Advantage pro-

pofed by this Invention, was, that it

^would ferve as an Univerfai Language

to be underftood in all civilized Na-

tion^
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tions, whofe Goods and Utenfils are ge-

nerally of the fame kind, or nearly re-

fembling, fo that their Ufes might eafily

be comprehended. And the Embafia-

dors would be qualified to treat with

foreign Princes or Minifters of State, to

whofe Tongues they wrere utter Stran*

gcrs.

I was at the Mathematical School,

where the Matter taught his Pupils

after a Method fcarcc imaginable to

us in Europe. The Propofuion and

Demonftration were fairly written on

a thin Wafer, with Ink compofed of a

Cephalick Tincture. This the Student

was to fwallow upon a fading Stomach,

and for three days following eat no-

thing but Bread and Water. As the

Wafer disrefted, the Tin&ure mounted to

his Brain, bearing the Propofition along

.with it. But* the Succefs hath not hither-

to been anfwerable, partly by fome

Error in the Quantum or Compofition,

and partly by the Pcrvcrfcncfs of Lads,

to
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to whom this Bolus is fo naufeous, that

they generally fteal afide, and difcharge

it upwards before it can operate ; neither

have they been yet perfuaded to ufe fo

long anAbftinence as the Prefcription

requires.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

A farther Account of the Academy.

The Author propofes fome Improve-

ments which are honourably recei-

ved*

Nf the School of Political Pro-

jectors I was but I'll entertain-

ed, the Profcflbrs appearing

in my Judgment wholly pu^ of their

Senfes, which is a Scene that never

fails to make me melancholy. Thefc

unhappy People were proposing Schemes

for pcrfuading Monarchs to chufe Fa-

vourites upon the fcore of their Wif-

dom, Capacity and Virtue 5 of teaching

Minifters to confult the Publick Good i

of rewarding Merit, great Abilities, and

eminent Services > of inftru&ing Princes

to know their true Inter?ft by placing

it
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it on the fame Foundation with that of

their People : Of ehufing for Employ-

ments Perfans qualified to exercife them,

with many other wild impoffible' Chime-

ras, that never pitred before into the

heart of Man to conceive, and con-

firmed in me the old Obfervation, that

there is nothing fo extravagant and irra-

tional which lome Phiiofophers have

not maintained for Truth

But, however, I (hall fo fat do

Jufticc to this Part of the Academy, as

to acknowledge that all of them were

not fo vifionary. There was a moft

Ingenious Do&or who feemed to be

perfe&ly verfed in the whole Nature

and Syftem of Government* This il-

iuftrious Perfon had very ufcfully em-

ployed his Studies in finding out effec-

tual Remedy s for all Difeafcs and Cor-

ruptions, to which the feveral kinds of

publick Adminiftration are fubjeft by

the Vices or Infirmities of thofe who
govern, as well as by the Liccntiouf-

Vol. IL G ne(*
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nefs of thofe who are to obey. For

inflance ; whereas all Writers and Rea-

foners have agreed, that there is a ftrid

univerfal Rcfemblance between the Na-

tural and the Political Body ; can there

be any thing more evident, than that

the Health of both muft be preferved,

and the Difeafes cured by the fame Pre-

fcription ? It is allowed, that Senates

and great Councils are often troubled

with redundant, ebullient, and other

peccant- Humours, with many Difeafes

of the Head and more of the Heart}

with ftrong Convuiftons, with grie-

vous Contractions of the Nerves and

Sinews in both . Hands, but efpecially

the Right $ with Spleen, Flatus, Ver-

tigos and Deliriums 5 with Scrophulous

Tumors full of foetid purulent Matter

;

with fower frothy Ru&ations, with

Canine Appetites and Crudenefs of Di-

-

geftion, befides many others needlefs

to mention. This Dodor therefore

propofed, that upon the meeting of a

Senate, certain Phyficians fhould attend

at
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at the three firft Days of their fitting

;

and at the Ciofc of each Day's Debate*

feel the Pulfe of every Senator ; after

which, having maturely confidcr'd, and

confulted upon the Nature of the feve-

ral Maladies, and the Method of Cure,

they fhould, on the fourth Day, return

to the Scnate-Houfe, attended by their

Apothecaries, ftored with proper Medi-

cines ; and before the Members fate,

adminifter to each of them Lenitives,

Aperitives, Abftedives, Corrofives, Re-

ftringents, Palliatives, Laxatives, Ceph^
laigicks, I&cricks, Apophlegmaticks> A-
coufticks, as their feveral Cafes required ;

and according as thefe Medicines fhould

operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at

the next Meeting.

This Projed could not be of any

great Expence to the .Public!?, and would*
in my poor Opinion, be of much Uie
for the difpatch of Bufincis in thofc

Countries where Senates have any foare

in the Legiflative Power, beget Unani-
mity, fhorten Debates, open a few Mouths

G * whie
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which arc now clofed, and clofe many

more which are now open ; curb the

Petulancy of the Young, and correct the

Pofitivenefs ofthe Old i roufethe Stupid,

and damp the Pert.

Again, Becaufe it is a general Com-
plaint that the Favourites of Princes are

troubled with fhort and weak Memories 5

the fame Do&or propofed, that who-

ever attended a Firft Minifter, after ha-

ving told his buftnefs with the utmoft

Brevity, and in the plaineft Words 5

fhould at his departure give the faid

Minifter a Tweak by the Nofc, or a

Kick in the Belly, or tread on his Corns,

or lug him thrice by both Ears, or run

a Pin into his Breech, or pinch his Arm
black and blue, to prevent Forgetful-

nefs : and at every Levee Day repeat

the fame Operation, till the Bufinefs

were done or abiblutely refufed.

H E likewife directed, that every Se-

nator in the great Council of a Nation,

after
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after he had delivered his Opinion, and

argued in the defence of it, fhould be

obliged to give his Vote dire&ly con-

trary 5 becaufe if that were done, the

Refult would infallibly terminate in the

Good of the Publick.

When Parties in a State are violent,

he offered a wonderful Contrivance to

reconcile them. The Method is this :

You take an hundred Leaders of each

Party, you difpofe of them into
oCouples

of fuch whofe Heads are ncareft of a
ilze ; then let two nice Operators faw
off the Occiput of each Couple at the

fame time, in fuch a manner that the

Brain may be equally divided. Let the
Occiputs thus cut off be interchanged,

applying each to the Head of his oppofite

Party-man. It feems indeed to be a
Work that requireth fome exadtnefs, but
the Profeffor allured us, that if it were
dextroufly performed, the Cure would
be infallible. For he argued thus } that
the two half Brains being left to debate

G 3 the
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the Matter between themfelves within

the fpace of one Scull, would fooncome

to a good Underftanding, and produce

that Moderation as well as Regularity

of Thinking, fo- much to be wifh'd for

iathe Heads of thofe, who imagine they

come into the World only to watch

and govern its Motion : And as to the

difference of Brains in Quantity or Qua-

lity, among thofc who are Dire&ors in

Fa&ion ; the Do&or allured us from his

own knowledge, that it was a perfect

Trifle.

I heard a very warm Debate between

two Profcflors, about the moft com-
modious and effectual Ways and Means

of railing Money without grieving the

Subject. The firft affirmed the juftcft

Method would be to lay a certain Tax

upon Vices and Folly, and the Sum
fixed upon every Man, to be rated afc

tcr the faireft manner by a Jury of his

Neighbours. The fecond was of an

Opinion dirc&ly contrary, to tax thofc

Qua-
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Qualities of Body and Mind for which

Men chiefly value themfclvcs, the Rate

to be more or lefs according to the

Degrees of excelling, the Dccifion where-

of fhould be left entirely to their own
Breaft. The higheft Tax was upon

Men, who are the greateft Favourites

of the other Sex, and the Afleflments

according to the Number and Natures

of the Favours they have received 3 for

which they are allowed to be their own
Vouchers, Wit, Valour, and Politenc fs

were likewife propofed to be largely

taxed, and colle&ed in the fame man-

ner, by every Perfon's giving his own
Word for the 'Quantum of what he

poflefled. But as to Honour, Juilicc,

Wifdom and Learning, they fhould not

be taxed at all, becaufe they are Qualifica-

tions of fo lingular a kind, that no Matt
will either allow them in his Neighbour,

or value them inhmifelf.

The Women were propofed to be

taxed according to their Beauty and

G 4 Skill
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skill in Drcffing, wherein they had the

fame Privilege with the Men, to be

determined by their own Judgment,
But Conftancy, Chaftity, good Senfe,

and good Nature, were not .rated, be-

caufe they would not bear the Charge
of Colleding.

T o keep Senators in the Intereft of the

Grown, it was propofed that the Mem-
bers fhould raffle for Employments,

every Man firft taking an Oath, and

giving Security that he would Vote for

the Court r whether he won or no, after

which the Lofers had in their turn

the liberty of Raffling upon the next

Vacancy. Thus Hope and Expe&ation

would be kept alive, none would com-

plain of broken Promifes, but impute

their Difappointments wholly to For-

tune, whofe Shoulders are broader and

ftronger thanthofe of a Miniftry.

Another Proftflbr fliewed me a

large Paper of Inftru&ions, for difcovei%

ing
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ing Plots and Confpiracies againft the

Governments. He advifed great Statef-

men to examine into the Dyet of all

fufpefted Perfons 5 their times of eating 5

upon which fide they lay in Bed 3 with

which Hand they wiped their Pofteriors

;

take a drift View of their Excrements,

and from the Colour, the Odour, the

Tafte, the Confidence, the Crudenefs,

or Maturity of Digeftion, form a Judg-

ment of their Thoughts and Dcfigns :

Becaufe Men are never Co Serious,

Thoughtful, and Intent, as when they

are at Stool, which he found by fre-

quent Experiment. For in fuch Con-

junctures, when he ufed meerly as a

Trial to confidcr which was the beft

way of murdering the King, his Ordure

would have a Tinfture of Green, but

quite different when he thought only of

raifing an Infurrcftion or burning the

Metropolis.

The whole Difcourfe was written

with great Acutenefs, containing many
Obier-
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Obfervations both curious and ufeful

for Politicians, but as I conceived not

altogether compleat. This I ventured to'

tell the Author, and offered if he plea-

fed to fupply him with fome Additions.

He received my Proportion with more

Compliance than is ufual among Writers,

efpecially thofc of the proje&ing Species,

profefling he would be glad to receive

farther Information.

I told him, that fhould I happen to live

in a Kingdom where Plots and Confpira-

cies were either in vogue from the tur-

bulency of the meaner People, or could

be turned to the ufe and fervice of the

higher Rank of them, I firft would take

care to chcrifh and encourage the Breed

of Difcoverers, Witnefles, Informers, Ac-

cufers, Profecutors, Evidences, Swearers,

together with their fcveral fubfervient

and fubaltcrn Inftruments 5 and when I

had got a competent Number of them of

all forts and capacities, I would put them

under the colour and conduft of iome

dextrous
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dextrous Perfons in fufficicnt Power

both to protect and reward them. Men

thus qualified, and thus empowered,

might make a moft excellent Uie and

advantage of Plots 3 they might raife

their own Chara&ers, and pafs for moft

profound Politicians: they might reftore

new Vigor to a crazy Adminiftration ;

they might ftifle or divert general Dif-

contents 5 fill their Pockets with For-

feitures 5 and advance or fink the Opi-

nion of Publick Credit, as cither might

anfwer their private Advantage. This

might be done by firft agreeing and fet-

tling among themfelves what fufpe&ed

Perfons fhould be accufed of a Plot.

Then effe&ual care is taken to fecure all

their Letters and Papers, and put the

.Criminal in fafe and fecure Cuftody.

Thcfe Papers might be delivered to a

Sett of Artifts, of Dexterity fufficicnt tb

find out the myfterious Meanings of

Words, Syllables, and Letters. They

fhould be allowed to put what Inter-

pretation they plcafed upon them, giv-

ing
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ing them a Senfe not only which has

no relation at all to them, but even

what is quite contrary to their true

Intent and real Meaning ; thus, for in-

ftancc, they may, if they fo fancy, in-

terpret a Sieve to fignify a Court-Lady, a

lame T>og an Invader, the Tlague a/land-

ingArmy, a Buzzard agreat State/man,

the Gout a High Triejl, a Chamber-pot a

Committee of Grandees, a Broom a Revo*

lution, a Moufe-trap an Employment, a

Bottomlefs-pit a Treafury, a &»£ a Oz/r/,

a Crfjfr dwd 5^//f a Favourite, a £r<?/6<?«

.foft/ a C<?#r* ofjujlice, an m/tf/ 7«w
a General, a running Sore an Admini-

ftration.

But mould this Method fail, re-

courfe might be had to others more

effc&ual, by Learned Men called Acro-

fticks and Anagrams. Firft, might be

found Men of Skill and Penetration who

can difcern that all initial Letters have po-

litical Meanings. ThusM fhall ftgnify a

Plot,
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Plot, B a Regiment of Horfe, L a Fleet

at Sea. Or fecondly, by tranfpofing the

Letters df the Alphabet in any fufpe&ed

Paper, who can difcover the deepeft

Defigns of a difcontented Party. So for

example, if I fhould fay in a Letter to a

Friend, Our Brother Tom hasjuftgot the

Tiles, a Man of Skill in this Art would

difcover how the fame Letters which

compofe that Sentence, may be analyfed

into the following Words 5 Refift

a T'lot is brought Home" —The Tour.

And this is the Anagrammatick Method^

The Profeflbr made me great Acknow-

ledgments for communicating thefe Ob-

fervations, and promifed to make ho.

nourable mention of me in his Trea-

- tife.

I faw nothing in this Country that

could invite me to a longer Conti-

nuance, and began to think of return-

ing home to England.

CHAP.
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C H A P. V.

27?<? Author leaves Lagado, arrives at

Maldonada. No Ship ready. He
takes a fhort Voyage to Glubbdub-

drib. His Reception by the Governor,

H E Continent of which this

Kingdom was a part, extends

it felf, as I have reafon to be-

lieve, Eaftward to that un-

known Trad of America, Weftward of

California, and North to the Pacifick

Ocean, which is not above a hundred

and fifty Miles from Lagado, where

there is a good Port, and much Com*

merce with the great Iflandof Luggnagg,

fituated to the North-Weft about 29 De-

grees North Latitude, and 140 Longi-

tude. This Ifland of Lnggnagg ftands

South
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South-Eaftwards of Japan about an

hundred Leagues diftant. There is a

drift Alliance between the Japanefe

Emperor and the King of Luggnagg,

which affords frequent Opportunities of

failing; from one Ifland to the other. I

determined therefore to direft my Courfe

this way, in order to my return to

Europe. I hired two Mules with a Guide

to fhew mc the way, and carry my
fmall Baggage. I took leave of my no-

ble Proteftor, who had fhewn me fo

much Favour, and made me a generous

Prefent at my departure.

M y Journey was without any Acci-

dent or Adventure worth relating.

When I arrived at the Port of Maldo-

nada, (for fo it is called) there was no
Ship in the Harbour bound for Lugg-

nagg 7 nor like to be in fome time. The
Town is about as large as Tortfmoitth.

I foon fell into fome Acquaintance,

and was very hofpitably received. A
Gentleman of Diftinftion faid to me

thar
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that fince the Ships bound for Luggnagg

could not be ready in lcfs than a Month,

it might be no difagrceable Amufenlent

for me to take a Trip to the little Ifland

of Glubbdubdribb, about five Leagues off

to the South-Weft. He offered himfelf

and a Friend to accompany me, and that

I fhould be provided with a fmall con-

venient Barque for the Voyage.

GLUBBCDUBCDRIBB> as nearly as

I can interpret the Word, fignifies the

Ifland of Sorcerers or Magicians. It is

about one third as large as the Ifle of

Wightj and extremely fruitful : It is

governed by the Head of a certain Tribe,

who are all Magicians. This Tribe

marries only among each other, and the

eldeft in Succeilion is Prince or Gover-

nor. He hath a noble Palace, and a

Park of about three thoufand Acres,

furrounded by a Wall of hewn Stone

twenty Foot high. In this Park are fe-

veral fmaller Inclofurcs for Cattle, Corn,

and Gardening.

The
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The Governor and his Family are

ferved and attended by Domefticks of

a kind fomewhat unufual. By his skill

in Necromancy, he hath a Power of

calling whom he pleafeth from the

Dead, and commanding their Service for

twenty-four hours, but no logger; nor

can he call the famePerfons up again in

lefs than three Months, except upon very

extraordinary occasions.

When we arrived at the Ifland*

which was about eleven in the Morning,

one of the Gentlemen who accompa-

nied me, went to the Governor, and

defired admittance for a Stranger, who
came on purpofe to have the honour

of attending on his Highnefs This

was immediately granted, and we all

three entered the * Gate of the Palace

between two Rows of Guards, armed
and drefled after a very antick manner,
and fomething in their Countenances
that made my FJefh creep with a

Horror 1 cannot exprefs. We patted

Vol. II. H through
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through feverai Apartments between

Servants of the fame fort, ranked on each

fide as before, till we came to the Cham-

ber of Prefence, where, after three pro-

found Obeyfances, and a few general

Queftions, we were permitted to fit on

three Stools near the lowed Step of his

Highnefs's Throne. He understood the

Language of Balnibarbt^ although it were

different from that of his Ifland. He
dcfired me to give him fomc account of

my Travels s and to let me fee that I

fhould be treated without Ceremony, he

dilmifled all his Attendants with a turn

of his Finger ; at which, to my great

aftonilhment, they vanifhed in an In-

ftant, like Vifions in a Dream, when

we awake on a fudden. I could not

recover my felf in fome time, till the

Governor aflured me that I fhould re-

ceive no hurt 5 and obferving my twoCom-
panions to be under no Concern, who,

had been often entertained in the fame,

manner, I began to take courage,

and related to his High^efs a fliort Hi-

ftory
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(lory of my feveral Adventures, yet not

without fomc hefitation, and frequently

looking behind me to the place where I

had feen thofc Domeftick Spe&res-

I had the honour to dine with the Go-

vernor, where a new Set of Ghofts

fcrved up the Meat, and waited at Ta-

ble. I now obferved myfelf to be lefs ter-

rified than I had been in the Morning.

I (laid till Sun-fet, but humbly defired

his Highnefs to excufc me for not ac-

cepting of his Invitation of lodging in the

Palace. My two Friends and I lay at a

private Houfe in the Town adjoining,

which is the Capital of this little Ifland j

and the next Morning wc returned to

pay our Duty to the Governor, as he was

pleafed to command us.

A f t er this manner we continued in

the Ifland for ten days, moft part of e-

very day with the Governor, and at

Night in our Lodging. I foon grew fo

familiariz'd to the fight of Spirits, that

after the third or fourth time they gave

H 2 nu



100 <zA V O Y.A G E

mc no Emotion at all 5 or if I had any

Apprchenftons left, my Curiofity pre-

vailed over them. For his Highnefsthe

Governor ordered me to call up whatever

Perfons I would chufe to name, and in

whatever Numbers, among all the

Dead from the beginning of the World

to the prefent time, and command them

to anfwer any Queftions. I fhould think

lit to ask i with this condition, that my
Queftions muft be confined within the

compafs of the Times they lived in. And
one thing I might depend upon, that

they would certainly tell me truth, for

Lying was a Talent of no ufe in the

lower World.

I made my humble Acknowledge-

ments to his Highnefs for fo great a

Favour. We were in a Chamber, from

whence there was a fair Profped into

the Park. And becaufe my firft Inclina-

tion was to be entertained with Scenes

of Pomp and Magnificence, I defired to

fee Alexander the Greatr at the head of

his
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his Army juft after the Battle of Arbela^

which upon a Motion of the Governor's

Pinger immediately appeared in a large

Field under the Window, where we
flood. Alexander was called up in the

Room : It was with great difficulty that

Iunderftood his Greek, and had but

little of my own. He affurcd me upon

his Honour that he was not poifoned,

but died of a Fever by exceiTive Drink-

ing.

Next I faw Hanibalpztiin% x\\zAlpsf

who told me he had not a drop of Vinegar

in his Camp.

I faw Ctefar and Tompey at the head

of their Troops juft ready ro engage.

I faw the former in his laft great

Triumph. I defired that the Senate of

Rome might appear before me in one

large Chamber, and an AfTembly of

fomewhat a latter Age, in Counterview

in another. The firft feemed to be an

Affcmbly of Heroes and Demy-Gods:

H 3 the
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the other a Knot of Pedlars, Pick-poc-~

kets, Highway-men and Bullies.

The Governor at my Rcqueft gave

the Sign for Ctefar and Brutus to ad-

vance towards us. I was ftruck with

a profound Veneration at the fight of

Brutus, and could eafily difcover the

rhoft confummate Virtue, the greateft

Intrepidity, and Firninefs of Mind, the

trucft Love of his Country, and general

Benevolence for Mankind in every Line-

ament of his Countenance. I obferved

with much pleafure, that thefe two Per-

sons were in good Intelligence with

each other, and Cafar freely confeflfed

to mc 7
that the greateft A&ions of his

own Life wrere not equal by many

degrees to the Glory of taking it awT
ay.

I had the honour to have much Con-

venation with Brutus i and was told

that Irs Ancdkots Junius> Socrates, Epa-

mtnondas, Cato the Younger, Sir Thomas

More and himfclf, were perpetually to-

gether : a Sextumvirate to which all the

Aees
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Ages of the World cannot add a Se-

venth.

I t would be tedious to trouble the

Reader with relating what vaft Numbers

of illuftrious Perfons were called up, to

gratify that infatiable Dcfire I had to

fee the World in every Period of Anti-

quity placed before me. I chiefly fed

mine Eyes with beholding the Deftroy-.

ers of Tyrants and Ufurpers, and the

Reftorers of Liberty to oppreffed and

injured Nations. But it is impoflible

to exprefs the Satisfa&ion I received in

my own Mind, after fucb a manner as

to' make it a fuitable Entertainment to

the Reader.

H4 CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

A further Account of Glubbdubdrib.

Antient and Modern Htjtory cor-

rected.

AVING a deftre to fee

thofe Ancients, who were

moft renowned for Wit and

Learning, I fet apart one

Day on purpofe. I propofed that Homer

and Arijiotle might appear at the head of

all their Commentators s but thefe were

fo numerous, that fome hundreds were

forced to attend in the Court, and out-

ward Rooms of the Palace. I knew and

could diftinguifh thofe two Heroes at

firft
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firft fight, not only from the Croud, but

from each other. Homer was the taller

and comelier Perfon of the two, walked

very cred for one of his Age, and his

Eyes were the moft quick and piercing

I ever beheld. Ariftotle (looped much,

and made ufe of a Staff. His Vifagc

was meager, his Hair lank and thin,

and his Voice hollow. I foon difcovcr-

ed that both of them were perfed

Strangers to the reft of the Company,

and had never feen or heard of them

before. And I had a Whifpcr from a

Ghoft, who (hall be namelefs, that thefe

Commentators always kept in the moft

diftant Quarters from their Principals in

the lower World, through a Confciouf

nefsof Shame and Guilt, becaufe they

had fo horribly mifreprefented the Mean-
ing of thofe Authors to Pofterity. I

introduced Didymus and Eujiathius to

Horner, and prevailed on him to treat

them better than perhaps they deferved s

for he foon found they wanted a Ge-

nius to enter into the Spirit of a Poet.

But
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But Ariftotle was out of all patience

with the account I gave him of Scotus

and Ramus , as I prefented them to him ;

and he asked them, whether the reft of

the Tribe were as great Dunces as them-

fclves.
K

I then defired the Governor to call up

'Defcartes and Gaffendi, with whom
I prevailed to explain their Syftems to

Arijiotle. This great Philofopher free-

ly acknowledged his own Miftakes in

Natural Philofophy, becaufe he proceeded

in many things upon Conjc&ure, as, all

Men muft do $ and he found, that

Gaffendi, who had made the Do&rine of

Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the

Vortices of T>efcartes were equally ex-

ploded. He prcdi&ed the fame Fate to

Attraction, whereof the prefent Learn-

ed are fuch zealous Aflertors. He faid,

that new Syftems of Nature were but

new Fafhions, which would .vary in

every Age j and even thofe who pretend

to demonftratc them from Mathematical

Prin-
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Principles, would flourifh but a fhort

Period of time, and be out of vogue

when that was determined.

I fpent five days in converging with

many others of the antient Learned.

I faw mod of the firft Roman Emperors.

I prevailed on' the Governor to call up

Eliogabalus's Cooks to drefs us a Dinner,

but they could not fhew us much of

their Skill, for want of Materials. A
Helot of Agefilaus made us a Difh of

Spartan Broth, but I was not able to get

down a fecond Spoonful.

The two Gentlemen who conduded

me to the Ifland, were preffed by their

private Affairs to return in three days,

which I employed in feeing fome of the

modern Dead, who had made the great-

eft Figure for two or three hundred

Years pad in our own and other Coun-

tries of Europe 5 and having been always

a great Admirer of old illuftrious Fami-

lies, I defired the Governor would call

up
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up a dozen or two of Kings with their

Anccftors in order for ei^ht or nine Ge-

nerations. But my Difappointment was

grievous and uncxpe&ed. For inilead

of a long train with Royal Diadems, I

faw in one Family two Fidlefs, three

fpruce Courtiers, and an Italian Prelate,

In another a Barber, an Abbot, and two

Cardinals* I have too great a Venera-

tion for Crowned Heads to dwell any

longer on fo nice a Subjefr. But as to

Counts, MarqucfTes, Dukes, Earls, and

the like, I was not fo fgrupulous, And
Iconfefs it was not without fome plea-

furc that I found my felf able to trace

the particular Features, by which certain

Families are diftinguiflied, up to their

Originals. I could plainly difcoverfrom

whence one Family derives along Chin,

why a fecond hath abounded with

Knaves for two Generations, and Fools

for two more ; why a third happened to

be crack-brained, and a fourth to be

Sharpers. Whence it came what Toly-

dore Virgil fays ofa certain great Houfe,

Nee
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NecVirfortis, nee Foemina cafta. How
Cruelty, Falfhood, and Cowardice grew

to be Chara&erifticks by which certain

Families are diftinguifhed as much as

by their Coat of Arms. Who firft

brought the Pox into a noble Houfe,

which hath lineally descended in fcrophu-

lous Tumours to their Poflerity. Nei-

ther could I wonder at all this, when I

faw fuch an Interruption of Lineages

by Pages, Lacqueys, Vaiets, Coachmen,

Gamefters, Captains, and Pick-pockets.

I was chiefly difgufted with modern

Hiftory. For having ftridly examined

all the Perfons of greateft Name in the

Courts of Princes for an hundred Years

paft, I found how the World had been

milled by proftitute Writers, to afcribc

the greateft Exploits in War to Cowards,

the wifeft Counfel to Fools, Sincerity

to Flatterers, Roman Virtue to Betrayers

of their Country, Piety to Atheifts, Cha-

ftity to Sodomites, Truth to Informers.

How many innocent and excellent Per-

fons
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fons had been codemned to Death or
Banifhmcnt, by the pradifing of great

Minifters upon the Corruption of Judges,
and the Malice of Faftion. How many
Villains had been exalted to the higheft

Places of Truft, Power, Dignity, and
Profit: How great a fhare in the Mo-
tions and Events of Courts, Councils,

and Senates might be challenged by
Bawds, Whores, Pimps, Parafites, and
Buffoons

: How low an opinion I had
of human Wifdom and Integtity, when
I was truly informed of the Springs and
Motives of great Enterprizes and Revo-
lutions in the World, and of the con-

temptible Accidents to which they owed
their Succefs.

HereI difcovered the Roguery and

Ignorance of thofe who pretend to

write Anecdotes, or fecrct Hiftory, who
fend fo many Kings to their Graves
with a Cup of Poifon -, will repeat the

Difcourfe between a Prince and Chief
Minifter, where no Witnefs was by;

unlock
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unlock the Thoughts and Cabinets of

Embafladors and Secretaries of State,

and have the perpetual misfortune to

be miftaken. Here I difcovered the fe-

cret Caufes of many great Events that

have furprized the World, how a Whore
can govern the Back-ftairs, the Back-

ftairs a Council, and the Council a

Senate. A General confeffed in my
prefence, that he got a Vi&ory purely

by the force of Cowardice and ill Con-

dud j and an Admiral, that for want

of proper Intelligence, he beat the Ene-

my to whom he intended to betray the

Fleet.
t

Three Kings protefted to me,

that in their whole Reigns they did never

once prefer any Perfon of Merit, unlefs by

Miftake, or Treachery of fome Minifter

in whom they confided : Neither would

they do it, if they were to live again y

and they (hewed with great ftrength of

Rcafon, that the Royal Throne could not

be fupported without Corruption, becaufe

that pofitivc, confident, reftive Temper,

which
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which Virtue infufed into Man, was a

perpetual Clog to Publick Bufinefs.

I had the Curiofity to enquire in a

particular manner, by what method

great numbers had procured to them-

felves high Titles of Honour, and pro-

digious Eftates 5 and I confined my En-

quiry to a very modern Period : However,

Without grating upon prefent Times, be-

/caufe I would be fure to give no Offence

even to Foreigners, (for I hope the

Reader need not be told, that I do not

in the leaft intend my own Country in

what I fay upon this occafion ) a great

number of Perfons concerned were called

up, and upon a very flight Examination,

difcover'd fuch a Scene of Infamy, that

I cannot reflect upon it without fome

Serioufnefs. Perjury, Oppreflion, Subor-

nation, Fraud, Pandarifm, and the like

Infirmities were amongft the raoft excu-

fable Arts they had to mention, and for

thefe I gave, as it was reafonable, great

allowance. But when fome cojifefled

they
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they owed their Grcatncfs and Wealth to

Sodomy or Inceft, others, to the profti-

tuting of their own Wives and Daugh-

ters 5 others to the betraying their

Country or their Prince 3 fome to Poi-

foning, more to the perverting of Juftice

in order to deftroy the innocent : I hope

I may be pardoned if thefe Difcovcries

inclined me a little to abate of that pro-

found Veneration which I am naturally-

apt to pay to Perfons of high Rank,

who ought to be treated with the ut-

mod Refped due to their fublime Dig-

nity, by us their Inferiors.

I had often read of fome great Services

done to Princes and States, and deiircd

to fee the Perfons by whom thofe Services

were performed. Upon enquiry I was
told that their Names were to be found

on no Record, except a few of them
whom Hiftory hath reprefented as the vi-

left Rogues and Traitors. As to the reft,

1 had never once heard of them. They
all appeared with dejefted Looks, and

Vol, II. I i*
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in the meaneft Habit, moft of them tel-

ling me they died in Poverty and Dif-

grace, and the reft on a Scaffold or a

Gibbet.

: Among the reft, there was one Per-

fon whofe Cafe appeared a little Angu-

lar. He had a Youth about eighteen

Years old (landing by his fide. He told

me he had for many Years been Com-
mander of a Ship, and in the Sea-Fight

at Aftium, had the good fortune to

break through the Enemy's great Line

of Battle, fink three of their Capital

Ships* and take a fourth, which was

the fole Caufe of Anthony's Flight, and

of the Vi&ory that enfued $ that the

' Youth (landing by him, his only Son,

was killed in the A£lion. He added, that

upqn the Confidence of fome Merit,

this War being at" an end, he went to

RomCy and foUcited at the Court oiAu-

guftus to be preferred to a greater Ship,

whofe Commander had been killed $ but

without any regard to his Pvetenfions,

it
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it was givert to a Youth who had never

feentheSca, the Son of Libertina, who
waited- on one of the Emperor's Mif-

trefles. Returning back to his own Vef-

fels, he was- charged with negled of Du-

ty, and the Ship given to a Favourite

Page of TMicola the Vice-Admiral

V

whereupon he retired to a poor Farm at

a great diftance from Rome, and there

ended his Life. I was Co curious to know
the truth of this Story, that I dcfired

Agrippa might be called, who was Admi-

ral in that Fight. He appeared, and con-

firmed the. whole Account, but with

much more advantage to the Captain,

whpfe Modefty had extenuated or con-

cealed a great part of his Merit.

I was furprized to find Corruption

grown fo high arid fo quick in that Em-
pire, by the force of Luxury fo lately ifi-

• ttoduced, whichmade me lefs wonder at

many parallel Cafes in other Countries,'

where Vices of all kinds have reigned

fo much longer, and where the whole

I z Praife
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Praifc as well as Pillage hath been en-

grofled by the chief Commander, who
perhaps had the leaft Title to either.

A s every Perfon called up made ex-

actly the fame appearance he had done

in the World, it gave me melancholy

Refle&ions to obfcrve how much the

Race of human kind was degenerated

among us, within thefe hundred Years

paft. How the Pox under all its Con-

fequences and Denominations had altered

every Lineament of an Englifh- Counte-

nance, fhortned the Size of Bodies, un-

braced the Nerves,, relaxed the Sinews

and Mufcles, introduced a fallow Com-
plexion, and rendered the Flefh loofe and

Rancid.

I defcended fo low, as to defire that

fbme Englijh Yeomen of the old ftamp,

might be fummoned to appear, once fo

famous for the Simplicity of their Man-

ners, Dyet and Dreft, for Jufticc in their

dealings, fo; thei* ttue Spirit of Liberty,

for
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for their Valour and Love of their Coun-

try, Neither could I be wholly unmOv'd

after comparing the Living with the

Dead, when I confidercd how all thefe

pure native Virtues were proftituted for

a piece of Money by their Grand-chil-

dren, who in felling their Votes, and

managing at Ele&ions, have acquired

every Vice and Corruption that Can

poffibly be learned in a Court.

* 3 £ H A p;
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C H A P. IX.

The Author $ Return to, Maldonada.

Sails to the Kingdom 0/Xuggnagg.

The Author confined. He is fenf

for to Court. The manner of his

Admittance. The Kings great Le-

nity to his SubjeBs*

jgfSJ H E Day cf our ^eParturc be-

ing come, I took leave of his

Highnefsthe Governor of Glubb-

duhdribb, and returned with my two

Companions to Maldonada, where after

& Fortnight's waiting, a Ship was ready

to fail for Luggntgg. The two Gentle-

men and lomc others were fo generous

and kind as to furnifh mc with Provi-

fions, and fee me on board. I was a

Month in this Voyage. Wc had one

violent Storm, and were under a necefli-

?1
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fi
ty of (leering Weftward to get into the

Trade-Wind, which holds for above fixty

Leagues. On the 21ft of April, 1 7 1 1

.

we failed in the River Clumegnig, which'

is a Sea-port Town, at the South-Eaft

Point of Luggnagg. Wc caft Anchor

within a League of the Town, and made

'

a Signal for a Pilot, Two of them came

en board in lefs than half an hour, by

whom we were guided between certain

Shoals and Rocks which are very dan-

gerous in a Paflage to a large Bafin,

where a Fleet may ride in fafety within

a Cable's length of the Town-Wall.*ov

S o m e of our Sailors, whether out of

Treachery or Inadvertence, had inform-

ed the Pilots that I was a Stranger and a

great Traveller, whereof thefe gave no-

tice to a Cuftom-Houfe Officer, by whom
I was examined very ftriftty upon mjr

landing. This Officer fpoke to me in

the Language of Balnibarbi, which' by'

the force of much Commerce is geneJ

rally underftood in that Town, efpeci-

I 4 a* 1/
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ally by Sea-men, and thofe employed in

the Cuftoms. I gave him a fhort Ac-

count of foriie Particulars, and made
(

my
Story as plaufible and confident as I

could 5 but I thought it neceffary to dif-

guife my Country, and call my felf an

Hollander', becaufe my Intentions were

for Japan> and I knew the T>utcb were

the only Europeans permitted to enter

into that Kingdom. I therefore told the

Officer, that having been fhipwrccked

on the Coaft of Balnibarbiy and caft

on a Rock, I was received up into La-

putay or the flying Ifland (of which he

had often heard) and was now endea-

vouring to get to Japan* from whence

I might find a Convenience of returning,

to my own Country. The Officer faid, I

muft be confined till he could receive

Orders from Court, for which he would

write immediately, and hoped to receive

an Anfwer in a fortnight. I was -carried

to a convenient Lodging, with a Centry

placed at the
:
Door -, however, I had the

liberty of a large Garden, and was trea-

ted
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ted with Humanity enough, being main-

tained all the time at the King's charge.

I was invited by feveral Perfons, chiefly

out of Curiofity, becaufe it was reported

that I came from Countries very remote,

of which they never heard.

I hired a young Man, who came in

the fame Ship, to be an Interpreter j he

w;as a Native ofLuggnagg, but had lived

fome Years at Maldonada, and was a per.

fed Mafter of both Languages. By his

afliftance I was able to hold a Conver-

fation with thofe who came tovifit mej
but this confifted only of their Queftions,

and my Anfwers.

The Difpatch came from Court a.

bout the time we expe&ed. It contain'd

a Warrant for conducing me and my Re-

tinue to Traldragdubh or Trildrogdrib,

for it is pronounced both ways as near

as I can remember, by a party of ten

Horfc. AH my Retinue was that poor

Lad for an Interpreter, ^whom I perfua-

ded
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ded into my Service, and at my humbjc

Requcft, wc had, each of us a Mule to'

ride on. A Meflenger was difpatch'd

half a day's Journey before us, to give the"

King notice ofmy Approach, and to defire

'

that his Majefty would pleafe to appoint

a Day and Hour, when it would be his

gracious Picafure that I might have the

honour to lick the ^Duji before his Foot-

Jiool. This ,is the Court Style, and I

found it to Be more than matter of form,

Por upon my Admittance two days after

my arrival*,.! was commanded to crawl

on my Belly, and lick the Floor as I ad-'

vanccdi but on account of my being a

Stranger, care was taken to have it

fwept fo clean, that the* Duft was not

offenfive* However this was a peculiar

Grace, not allowed to any but Perfons

of the higheft Rank, when they defire

an Admittance- Nay, fometimes the

Ploor is fttewed with Duft on purpofc/

when the Pcrfon to be admitted hap-

pens to have powerful Enemies 'at Court.

And I haveTeen a great Lord with his

Mouth
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Mouth fo crammed, that when he had

crept to the proper Diftance from the

Throne, he was not able to fpeak a

Word. Neither is there any remedy,

becaufe it is Capital for thofe who re.

ceive an Audience to fpit or wipe their

Mouths in his Majcfty's prcfencc. There

is indeed another Cuftom, which I can-

not altogether approve of. When the

King hath a mind to put any of his

Nobles to death in a gentle indulgent

manner, he commands to have the

Floor ftrewed with a certain brown

Powder, of a deadly Compofition, which

being licked up, infallibly kills him in

twenty-four Hours. But in juftife to

this Prince's great Clemency, and the

Care he hath of his Subjc&s Livcs^

(wherein it were much to be wifhed that

' the Monarchs of Europe would imitate

him) it muft be mentioned for his Honour
that ftri£t orders are given to have the

infe&ed parts of the Floor well waflied

after every fuch Execution 5 which if his

pomefticks neglett, they are in danger

of
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of incurring his Royal Difpleafurc. I

my fclf heard him give Dire&ions, that

one of his Pages fhould be whipt, whofe

turn it was to give notice about wafhing

the Floor after an Execution, butmalici-

oufly had omitted it ; by which Negled,

a young Lord of great Hopes coming to

an Audience, was unfortunately poifon-

cd, although the King at that time had

no defign againft his Life. But this

good Prince was fo gracious, as to for-

give the poor Page his Whipping, upon

promife that he would do fo no more,

without fpecial Orders.

To return from this Digreffion

;

when I had crept within four Yards of

the Throne, I raifed my felf gently upon

my Knees, and then ftriking my Fore-

head Ccvca times on the Ground, I pro-

nounced the following Words, as they

had been taught me the Night before,

Ickpling Gloffthrobb Squutferummblhiop

M/afhnalt, Zwin tnodbalkguffh Slhiop*

had Gurilubh Aflts This is the Compli-

ant
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nient eftablifhed by the Laws of the

Land for all Perfons admitted to the

Kings Prefence, It may be rendered

into Englifh thus : Mayyour coelefiialMa-

jefty out-live the Sun> eleven Moons and

an half. To this the King returned fome

Anfwer, which although I could notun-

derftand, yet I replied as I had been di-

rected i Fluff drin Talerick ^Dwuldom

praftrad mirpufh, which properly figni-

fies, My Tongue is in the Mouth of my
Friend, and by this Expreflion was meant

that I defired leave to bring my Inter-

opreter 5 whereupon the young Man al-

ready mentioned was accordingly intro-

duced, by whole Intervention I anfwer'd

as many (^ueftions as his Majefty could

put in above an hour- I fpoke in the

Balnibarbian Tongue, and my Inter-

' prefer delivered my Meaning in that of

The King was much delighted with

my Company, and ordered his Blijf-

tnarklub, or high Chamberlain, to appoint
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a Lodging in the Court for me and my
Interpreter, with a daily Allowance for
my Tabic, and a large Purfe of Gold for
my common Expences.

I flayed three Months in this Country
out of perfecl Obedience to his Majefty,

who was pleafcd highly to favour me,
and made me very honourable Offers.

But, I thought it more confiftent with
Prudence and Juftice to pafs the re-

mainder of my Days with my W.ife and
Family.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

The Luggnaggians commended. A par-

ticular 'Defeription of the Struldbruggs,

with many Converfations between

the Author andfome eminent Terfons

upon that Subjeff.

HE Luggnaggians. arc a po-

lite and generous People, and

although they are not with-

out fomc (hare of that Pride

which is peculiar to all Eafiern Coun-

tries, yet they (hew themfelves courteous

to Strangers, cfpeciaUy fuch who are

countenanced by the Court. I had

many Acquaintance among Perfons of

the beft Fafhion, and being always at-

tended by my Interpreter, the Converfa-

tion we had was not difagreeable.

Ons
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One Day in much good Company

I was asked by a Pcrfon of Quality,

whether I had feen any of their Strul4-

kruggs or Immortals. I faid I had nor,

and defired he would explain to me what

he meant by fuch an Appellation ap-

plyed to a mortal Creature. He told

me, that fometimes, though very rare-

ly, a Child happened to be born in a

family with a red circular Spot in the

Forehead, dire&ly over the left Eye-

brow, which was an infallible Mark
that it fliould never die. The Spot, as

he defcribed it, was about the compafs

of a Silver Three-pence, but in the courfe

of Time grew larger, and changed its

Colour? for at twelve Years old it be-

came Green, fo continued till five and

twenty, then turn'd to a deep Blue>

at five and forty it grew coal Black,

and as larg? as an Englijh Shilling, but

never admitted any farther Alteration.

He faid thefe Births were fo rare, that

jhe did not believe there could be above

Eleven Hundred Struldbruggs of both

Sexes



to LA PUT A,
' &c. 119

Sexes in the whole Kingdom, of which

he computed about fifty in the Metro-

polis, and among the reft a young Girl

born about three Years ago. That thefe

Productions were not peculiar to any

Family, but a meer EfFeft of Chance 5 and

the Children of the Struldbruggs theni-

felves, were equally mortal with the reft

of the People.

I freely own my felf to have been

ftruck with inexprellible Delight upon

hearing this Account : And the Perlon

who gave it me happening to un-

derftand the Balnibarbian Language,

which I fpoke very well, I could not

forbear breaking out into Expreflions

perhaps a little too extravagant. I cry-

,ed out as in a Rapture ; Happy Nation,

where every Child hath at lead a chance

for being immortal ! Happy People, who
enjoy fo many living Examples of an-

tient Virtue, and have Matters ready

to inftrud them in the Wifdom of all

former Ages ! But, happieft beyond all

Vol. II. K com-
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companion are thofe excellent Stntld~

bruggs, who born exempt from that uni-

versal Calamity of Human Nature, have

their Minds free and difengaged, without

the weight and depreflion of Spirits cauled

by the continual Apprehenfion of Death.

I difcovered my Admiration that I had

not obferved any of thefe illuftrious Per-

fons at Court : the black Spot on the

Pore-head, being fo remarkable a Di-

ftin&ion, that I could not have eafily

overlooked it : And it was impofllble

that his Majefty, a moft judicious Prince,

fhouldnot provide himfelf with a good

number of fuch wife and able Counfcl-

lours. Yet perhaps the Virtue of thofe

Reverend Sages was too ftrict for the

Corrupt and Libertine Manners of a

Court. And we often find by Experi-

ence, that young Men are too opiniona-

tive and volatile to be guided by the

fober Didates of their Seniors. How-
ever, fince the King was pleafed to al-

low me accefs to his Royal Pcrion, I

was reiolved upon the very firft occafton

to
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to deliver my Opinion to him on this

Matter freely, and at large by the help

of my Interpreter 5 and whether he

would pleafe to take my Advice or no,

yet in one thing I was determincd>

that his Majefty having frequently offer-

ed me an Eftablifhment in this Country,

1 wrould with great thankfulnefs accept

the Favour, and pafs my Life here in

the Convention of thofe fuperiour Be-

ings the StrnldbruggS) if they would

pleafe to admit me.

The Gentleman to whom I ad-

dreffed my Difcourfe, becaufe (as I

have already obferved) he fpoke the

Language of Balnibarbiy faid to mc
with a fort of a Smile, which ufually

arifes from Pity to the Ignorant, that

he was glad of any occafion to keep

me among them, and defired my per-

million to explain to the Company what

I had fpoke. He did fo, and they talk-

ed together for *fome time in their own
Language, whereof I underftood not a

K 2 Syllable*
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Syllable, neither could I obferve by

their Countenances what impreflion my
Difcourfe had made on them. After

a ihort Silence, the fame Perfon told me,

that his Friends and mine (fo he thought

fit to exprefs himfelf ) were very much
pleafed with the judicious Remarks I

had made on the great Happinefs and

Advantages of immortal Life $ and they

were defirous to know in a particular

manner, what Scheme of Living I

fhould have formed to my felf, if it

had fallen to my Lot to have been born

a Struldbrugg.

I anfwered, it was eafy to be elo-

quent on fo copious and delightful a

/Subjed, efpecially to me who have

'been often apt to amufe my felf with

Vifions of what I fhould do if I were

a King, a General, or a great Lord :

And upon this very Cafe I had frequent-

ly run over the whole Syftem how I

fhould employ my felf, and pafs the

time if I were fure to livfc for ever.

T H A T,
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That, if it had been my good

fortune to come into the World a

Struldbrugg, as foon as I could difcover

my own Happinefs by underftanding

the difference between Life and Death,

I would firft refolve by all Arts and

Methods whatfoever to procure my felf

Riches. In the purfuit of which, by

Thrift and Management, I might rea-

fonably expeft in about two hundred

Years, to be the wealthieft Man in

the Kingdom. In the fecond place, I

would from my earlieft Youth apply

my felf to the ftudy of Arts and Sciences,

by which I fhould arrive in time to excel

all others in Learning. LaftJy, I would

carefully record every A&ion and

Event of confequence that happened

in the Publick 5 impartially draw the

Chara&ers of the feveral Succeffions of

Princes, and great Minifters of State,

with my own Obfervations on every

Point. I would exa&ly fet down the

feveral Changes in Cuftoms, Languages,

falhions, Drefs, Dyet and Divetfions.

K 3 By
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By all which Acquirements, I fhould

be a living Treafury of Knowledge and
Wifdom, and certainly become the Ora-
cle of the Nation.

I would never marry after threefcore,

but live in an hofpitable manner, yet ftill

on the faving fide. I would entertain

myfelf in forming and dire&ing the

Minds of hopeful young Men, by con-

vincing them from my own Remem-
brance, Experience and Obfcrvation,

fortified by numerous Examples, of the

ufefulnefs of Virtue in publick and pri-

vate Life. But, my Choice and con-

stant Companions fhould be a Sett of my
own immortal Brother-hood, among
whom I would eled a dozen from the

mod ancient down to my own Con-

temporaries. Where any of thefe want-

ed Fortunes, I would provide them

with convenient Lodges round my own
Eftate, and have fome of them always

at my Table, only mingling a few of

the moft valuable among you Mortals,

whom
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whom length of Time would harden me
to lofe with little or no relu&ance, and

treat your Poftcrity after the fame man-

ner, juft as a Man diverts himfelf with

the annual Suceeillon of Pinks and Tu-

Jips in his Garden, without regretting the

lofs of thofe which withered the pre-

ceding Year.

These Struldbruggs and I would
mutually communicate our Obfervations

and Memorials through the Courfe of

Time, remark the feveral Gradations by

which Corruption ftcals into the World,

and oppofe it in every ftep, by giving

perpetual Warning and Inftru&ion to

Mankind 5 which, added to the ftrorig

Influence of our own Example, would

probably prevent that continual Degene-

racy of Human Nature fo jufily com-
plained of in all Ages.

Add to all this, the pleafure of fee-

ing the various Revolutions of States

and Empires, the Changes in the lower.

K 4 and
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and upper World, ancient Cities in Ruins,

and obfeure Villages become the Seats

of Kings. Famous Rivers leflening into

fhallow Brooks, the Ocean leaving one

Coaft dry, and overwhelming another :

The Difcovery of many Countries yet

unknown. Barbarity over running the

politeft Nations, and the meft barba-

rous become civilized. I fhould then

fee the Difcovery of the Longitude, the

^Perpetual Motion, the Untierfal Medi-

cine, and many other great Inventions

brought to the utmoft Perfe&ion,

What wonderful Difcoverics fhould

we make in Aftronomy, by outliving

and confirming our own Prcdi&ions, by

obferving the Progrels and Returns of

Comets, with the Changes of Motion in

the Sun, Moon, and Stars.

I enlarged upon many other Topicks

which the natural defire of endlefs Life

and fublunary Hnppinefs could eafily

furnifh me with. When I had ended,

and
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and the Sum of my Difcourfe had been

interpreted as before, to the reft of the

Company, there was a good deal ofTalk

among them in the Language of the

Country, not without fome Laughter at

my expence. At l^ft the fame Gentle-

man who had been my Interpreter,

faid, he was defired by the reft to

fct me right in a few Miftakes, which

I had fallen into through the common
Imbecility of human Nature, and upon

that allowance was lefs anfwerable for

them. That this Breed of Struldbruggs

was peculiar to their Country, for there

were no fuch People either in Balnibarbi

or Japan, where he had the honour to

be Embaflador from his Majefty, and

found the Natives in both thefe Kingdoms

very hard to believe that the Fad was
* poltible 5 and it appeared from my Afto-

nifliment when he firft mentioned: the

matter to me, that I received it as a thing

wholly new, and fcarcely to be credited.

That in the two Kingdoms above men-
tioned, where during his Refidence he had

con-
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convcrfc very much, he obfervcd long

Life to be the univerfal Defire and Wifh
of Mankind. That whoever had one

Foot in the Grave, was fure to hold back

the other as ftrongly as he could. That

the eldeft had ftill hopes of living one

day longer, and looked on Death as

the greateft Evil, from which Nature al-

ways prompted him to retreat \ only in

this Ifland of Luggnagg, the Appetite for

living was not fo eager, from the conti-

nual Example of the Struldbruggs before

their eyes.

That the Syftem of Living contrived

by me was unreafonable and unjuft, be-

caufe it fuppofed a Perpetuity of Youth,

Health, and Vigour, which no Man
could be fo foolifti to hope, however

extravagant he may be in his Wiflhes.

That the Queftion therefore was not

whether a Man would chufe to be al-

ways in the Prime of Youth, attended

with Profperity and Health, but how
he would pafs a perpetual Life under all

the
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the ufual Difadvantages which old Age

brings along with it. For although few

Men will avow their Defires of being

immortal upon fuch hard Conditions,

yet in the two Kingdoms before-mention-

ed of Balnibarbi and Japan, he obferved

that every Man defired to put off Death

for fome time longer, let it approach ever

fo late 5 and he rarely heard of any Man
who died willingly, except he were in-

cited by the Extremity of Grief or Tor-

ture. And he appealed to me, whether

in thofe Countries I had travelled as well

as my own, I had not obferved the fame^,

general Difpofition.

After this Preface, he gave me a

particular Account of the Struldbruggs

among them. He faid they commonly
a&ed like Mortals, till about thirty

Years old, after which by degrees they

grew melancholy and dejeded, increafing

in both till they came to four-fcore. 1 his

he learn'd from their own Confeffion ;

for otherwife there not being above two
or
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or three of that Species born in an Age,

were too few to form a general Ob-

fervation by. When they came to four-

fcore Years, which is reckoned the Ex-

tremity of living in this Country, they

had not only all the Follies and Infir-

mities of other old Men, but many
more, which arofe from the dreadful Pro-

lpe£ts of never dying. They were not

only Opinionative, Peevifh, Covetous,

Morofe, Vain, Talkative, but uncapable

of Friendfhip, and dead to all natural

Affe&icn, which never defcended be-

low their Grand-Children. Envy and

impotent Defires are their prevailing

Paifions. But thofe Objefts againft

which their Envy feems principally di-

rected, are the Vices of the younger fort

and the Deaths of the old. By reflect-

ing on the former, they find themfelves

cuf off from all poffibility of Pleafure

;

and whenever they fee a Funeral, they

lament and repine that others are gone

to an Harbour of Reft, to which they

themfeltfes never can hope to arrive,

They
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They have no Remembrance of any

thing but what they learned and obferved

in their Youth and middle Age, and

even that is very imperfed. And for the

Truth or Particulars of any Fad, it is

fafer to depend on common Traditions

than upon their beft Recolle&ions. The

lead miferable among them appear

to be thofe who turn to Dotage, and

entirely lofe their Memories s thefe meet

with more Pity and Affiftance, becaufe

they want many bad Qualities which

abound in others.

I f a Struldbrugg happen to marry one

of his own kind, the Marriage is dif-

folved of courfe by the Courtefy of the

Kingdom, as foon as the younger of the

two come to be four fcore. For the

Law thinks it a reafonable Indulgence,

that thofe who are condemned without

any Fault of theit own to a perpetual

Continuance in the World, fhould not
have their Mifery doubled by the Load of
a Wiie.

As
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As foon as they have compleated

the term of eighty Years, they are look'd

on as dead in Law 5 their Heirs imme-

diately fuccecd to their Eftates, only a

fmali Pittance is referved for their Sup-

port, and the poor ones are maintained

at the publick Charge. After that Pe-

riod they are held incapable of any

Employment of Truft or Profit, they

cannot purchafe Lands or take Leafes,

neither are they allowed to be WitnefTes

in any Caufe, either Civil or Criminal,

not even for the Decifion of Meers and

Bounds.

At Ninety they lofe their Teeth and

Hair, they have at that age no Dif-

tin&ion of Tafte, but eat and drink

whatever they can get, without Relifli

or Appetite : The Difeafes they were

fubjed to, ftill continuing without in-

creasing or diminifhing. In talking

they forgot the common Appellation of

Things, and the Names of Perfons, even

of thofe who are the neareft Friends

and
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and Relations. For the fame reafon,

they never can amufe themfelves with

reading, bccaufe their Memory will not

ferve to carry fhem from the beginning

of a Sentence to the end ; and by this

Defed they are deprived of the only

Entertainment whereof they might other-

wife be capable.

The Language of this Country be-

ing always upon the Flux, the Struld-

bruggs of one Age do not underftand

thofe of another, neither are they able

after two hundred Years to hold any

Converfation (farther than by a few

general Words) with their Neighbours

the Mortals j and thus they lie under the

disadvantage of living like Foreigners in

/their own Country.

This was the Account given me of

the Strutshruggs, as near as I can remem-

ber. 1 aivtrwards faw five or fix of

different Ages; the youngeft not above

two hundred Years old, who were

s
brought
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brought me at feveral times by fomc of

my Friends j but although they were

told that I was a great Traveller, and had

feen all the World, they had not the leaft

Curioilry. to ask me a Quc'ftion i only

defired I would give them Slurnskudask,

or a Token of Remembrance, which is

a modeft way of begging, to avoid the

Law that ftri&ly forbids it 5 becatrfe

they are provided for by the Publick,

although indeed with a very fcanty Al-

lowance.

They are deprived and hated by

all fort of People : when one of them

is born, it is reckoned ominous, and their

Birth is recorded very particularly ; fo

that you may know their Age by con-

fulting the Regiftry, which however hath

not been kept above a thoufand Years

pad, or at leaft hath been deftroyed by

Time or publick Difturbances. But the

ufual way of computing how old they

are, is by asking them what Kings or

great Perfons they can remember, and

then
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then confulting Hiftory, for infallibly

the laft Prince, in their mind, did not

begin his Reign after they were four;

fcore Years old.

They were the mod mortifying

Sight I ever beheld, and the Women
more horrible than the Men. Befides

the ufual Deformities in extreme old

Age, they acquired an additional Ghsft-

linefs in proportion to their Number of

Years, which is not to be defcribed 5 and

among half a dozen, I foon diftinguifh-

ed which was the eldcft, although there

was not above a Century or two between

them.

The Reader will cafily believe, that

from what I had heard and (een, my
keen Appetite for Perpetuity of Life

was much abated. I grew heartily

afhamed of the pleafing Vifions I

had formed, and thought no Tyrant

could invent a Death into which I

would not run with pleafure from fuch

Yql. II, L a



1^6 A V O Y A G E

a Life. The King heard of all that had

paffed between me and my Friends up-

on this Occafion, and rallied me very

pleafantly, wifhing I would fend a Cou-

ple of Struldbruggs to my own Country,

to arm our People againft the Fear of

Death j but this it feems is forbidden by

the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom,

or elfe I fhould have been well content

with the Trouble and Expence of trans-

porting them.

I could not but agree that the

Laws of this Kingdom, relating to the

Struldbruggsy were founded upon the

ftrongeft Reafons, and fuch as any other

Country would be under the Neceffity

of enading in the like Circumftances,

Otherwife, as Avarice is the necefTary

Confequent of old Age, thofe Immortals

would in time become Proprietors of

the whole Nation, and engrofs the Ci-

vil Power, which for want of Abilities

to manage, muft end in the Ruin of

the Publick.

CHAP-
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CHAP. XL

Tfo Author leaves Luggnagg, and fails

to Japan. From thence he returns

in a Dutch Ship to Amfterdam, arid

from Amfterdam to England,

THOUGHT this Account

of the Struldbruggs might be

lbme Entertainment to the

Reader, becaufe it fcems to

be a little out of the common way j at

leaft, I do not remember to have met the

like in any Book of Travels that hath

come to my hands : And if I am decei-

ved, my Excufe muft be, that it is necef-

fary for Travellers, who defcribe the fame

Country, very often to agree in dwelling

on the fame Particulars, without deferving

theCenfure of having borrowed or tran-

fcribed from thofe who wrote before them.

There is indeed a perpetual Com-

merce between this Kingdom and the

L \ great
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great Empire of Japan^ and it is very

probable that the Japanefe Authors

may have given fome account of the

Struldbrnggs $ but niy Stay in Japan

was (b fhort, and I was fo intirely a

Stranger to that Language, that I was

not qualified to make any Enquiries. But

I hope the
cDutch, upon this Notice,

wiii be curious and able enough to fup-

ply my Dcfe&s,

His JMajefty having often prefied me
to accept fome Employment in his

Court, and finding me abfolutcly de-

termined to return to my Native Coun-

try, was pieafed to give me his Licence

to depart, and honoured me with a Let-

ter of Recommendation under his own

Hand to the Emperor of Japan. He

likewife prefented me with four hundred

forty four large. Pieces of Gold (this Na-

tion, delighting in even Numbers) and a

red Diamond, which I fold in England

for eleven hundred Pounds.

On the iixth day of May, 170%

I took a iblemn Leave of his Majefty,.

and
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and all my Friends. This Prince was

fo gracious, as to order a Guard to

condud me to Glanguenfiald> which is

a Royal Port to the South-Weft part

of the Ifland. In fix days I found a

Vefiel ready to carry me to Japan,

and fpent fifteen days in the Voyage.

We landed at a fmall Port-Town cal-

led Xamofchiy fituated on the South-

Eaft part of Japan $ the Town lies on

the Weftern Point, where there is a

narrow Streight, leading Northward into

a long Arm of the Sea, upon the North-

Weft part of which, Tedo, the Metropo-

lis, ftands. At landing, I fhewed the

Cuftonvhoufe Officers my Letter from

the King of Luggnagg to his Imperial

Majefty. They knew the Seal perfect-

ly well j it was as bxoad as the Palm

of my Hand. The Impreflion was, A
King lifting up a Lame Beggar from
the Earth. The Magiftrates of the

Town hearing of my Letter, received

me as a Publkk Minifter $ they pro-

vided me with Carriages and Servants,

and bore my Charges to Tedo, where

I was admitted to an Audience, and

deli-
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delivered my Letter, which was
opened with great Ceremony , and

explained to the Emperor by an

Interpreter, who then gave me notice,

by his Majefty's Order, that I fhould

fignify my Requeft, and whatever it

were, it fhould be granted for the fake

of his Royal Brother of Luggnagg.

This Interpreter was a Perfon employ-

ed to tranfad Affairs with the Hollan-

ders i he foon conje&urcd by my Coun-

tenance that I was an European, and

therefore repeated his Majefty's Com-
mands in Low-€Dutch, which he fpoke

perfe&ly well. I anfwered, (as I had

before determined,) that I was ^^Dutch

Merchant, fhipwrecked in a very re-

mote Country, from whence I travelled

by Sea and Land to Luggnagg, and then

took (hipping for Japan, where I knew

my Countrymen often traded, and with

fome of thefe I hoped to get an Op-

portunity of returning into Europe:

I therefore moft humbly entreated his

jKoyal Favour to give Order, that I

fhould be conduced in Safety to Nan-,

gafac. To this I added another Peti-

tion,
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tion, that for the fake of my Patron

the King of Luggnagg, his Majefty

would condefcend to excufe my per-

forming the Ceremony impofed on my
Countrymen of trampling upon the

Crucifix, becaufe I had been thrown in-

to his Kingdom by my Misfortunes,

without any Intention ofTrading. When
this latter Petition was interpreted to

the Emperor, he feemed a little fur-

prized, and faid, he believed I was the

firft of my Countrymen who ever made

any Scruple in this Point, and that he

began to doubt whether I was a real

Hollander, or no, but rather fufpe&cd I

muft be a C h r 1 s t 1 a n. However, for

the Reafons I had offered, but chiefly

to gratify the King of Luggnagg, by

an uncommon Mark of his Favour, he

would comply with the Singularity of

my Humour j but the Affair, muft be

managed with Dexterity, and his Offi-

cers fhould be commanded to let me
pafs, as it were, by Forgetfulncfs. For

he affured me, that if the Secret fhould

be difcovered by my Countrymen, the

'Dutch, they would cut my Throat in

the
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the Voyage. I returned my Thanks

by the Interpreter, for fo unufual a Fa-

vour, and fome Troops being at that

time on their March to Nangafac, the

Commanding Officer had Orders to

convey me fafe thither, with particular

Inftru&ions about the Bufmels of the

Crucifix.

On the 9th Day of June> 1709/ 1

arrived at Nangafac, after a very long

and troublefome Journey. I foon fell

into company of fome 'Dutch Sailors,

belonging to the Amboyna of Amjler-

dam> a (tout Ship of 450 Tons. I had

lived long in Holland, purfuing my Stu-

dies at Leyderiy and I fpoke "Dutch well.

The Seamen foon knew from whence I

came lafl: 5 they were curious to en-

quire into my Voyages and Courfe of

Life. I made up a Story as fhort and

probable as I could, but concealed the

grcatcft part; I knew many Perfons

in Holland 5 I was able to invent Names

for my Parents, whom I pretended to

be oblcure People in the Province of

Guelderland* I would have given the

Captain
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Captain (one Theodoras Vangrult) what

he pleafed to ask for my Voyage to

Holland ; but underftanding I was a

Surgeon, he was contented to take half

the ufual Rate, on condition that I

would ferve him in the way of my Cal-

ling. Before wc took (hipping, I was

often ask'd by fome of the Crew, whe-

ther I had performed the Ceremony

above-mentioned : I evaded the Que-

ftion by general Anfwers, that I had

fatisfied the Emperor and Court in all

Particulars. However, a malicious

Rogue of a Skipper went to an Officer,

and pointing to me, told him, I had not

yet trampled on the Crucifix : But the

other, who had received Inftra&ions to

let me pafs, gave the Rafcal twenty

Strokes on the Shoulders with a Bam*

'boo, after which I was no more trou-

bled with fuch Queftions.

Nothing happened worth men-

tioning in this Voyage. We failed with

a fair Wind to the Cape of Good Hope,

where we ftaid only to take in frefh

Water. On the 16th of April we ar-

rived
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rived fafe to Amfierdam, having loft

only three Men by Sicknefs in the Voy-
age, and a fourth who fell from the
Fore-maft into the Sea, not far from
the Coaft of Guinea. From Amfterdam
I foon after fct fail for England, in a

fmall Veffel belonging to that City.

On the ioth of April, 1710, we put
in at the 'Downs. I landed the next
Morning, and faw once more my na-

tive Country, after an Abfence of five

Years and fix Months compleat. I went
ftrait to Redriff} where I arrived the
fame day at Two in the Afternoon, and
found my Wife and Family in good
Health.

The End of the Third Part.
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tions. The Author has notice given

him by his Mafter that he muft depart

from the Country. He falls into a

Swoon for Grief but fubmits. He con-

trives and finijhes a Canoo, by the help

of a Fellow-Servant, and puts to Sea
at a venture. p; 2990*

CHAP. XL

The Author's dangerous Voydge. He
arrives at New-Holland ,* hoping to

fettle there. Is wounded with an Ar-
row by one of the Natives. Is feized
and carried by force into a Po'rtu-
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PART IV,

A Voyage to the Country of

the Houyhnhnms.

CHAP. I.

The Author fets out as Captain of a

Ship. His Men confpire againji him,

confine him a long time to his Cabbin,

fet him on floore in an unknown Land.

He travels up in the Country. The
Yahoos a Jirange fort of Animal

. defcribed. The Author meets two

Hpuyhnhnms.

Continued at home with my
Wife and Children about five

Months in a very happy Condi-

tion," if I could have learned the Leffoii

of
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of knowing when I was well. I left rhy

poor Wife big with Child, and accept-

ed an advantagious Offer made me to

be Captain of the Adventure, a ftout

Merchant-man of 3 5-0 Tuns : For I un-

derilood Navigation well, and being

grown weary of a Surgeon's Employ-,

ttient at Sea, which however I could

exercife upon occafion, I took a skil-

ful young Man of that Calling, one
Robert Turefoy, into my Ship. We
let fail from Port/mouth upon the fe-

cond Day oiAuguft, 1710; on the four-

teenth we met with Captain Tocock of

Briftol, at Tenariff, who was going to

the Bay of Camftechy, to cut Log-
wood. On tlie fixteenth he was part-

ed from us by a Storm; I heard fince

my Return, that his Ship foundered^

and none efcaped, but one Cabbin-Boy.?

He was an honeft Man, and a good
Sailor, but a little too pofitive in his

own Opinions, which was the Caufe

of his Deftru&ion, as it hath been of

Several others. For if he had followed

tnf
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my Advice, he might have been fafe at

home with his Family at this Time as

well as myfelf.

I had feveral Men died in my Ship

of Calentures, fo that I was forced to

get Recruits out of Barbadoes, and the

Leeward IJlands, where I touched by

the Direction of the Merchants who em-

ployed me, which I had foon too much
caufe to repent; for I found afterwards

that moft ofthem had been Bucaneers.

I had fifty Hands on board, and my
Orders were, that I fhould trade with

the Indians in the South-Sea, and make
what Difcoveries I could. Thefe Rogues
whom I had picked up debauched my
other Men, and they all formed a Con-
fpiracy to feize the Ship and fecure

me; which they did one Morning, rufh-

ing into my Cabbin, and binding me
Hand and Foot, threatning to throw me
over-board, if\ offered to ftir. I told

them, I was their Prifoner, and would
fubmit. This they made me fwear to

1 do.
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do, and then they unbound me, only

fattening one of my Legs with a Chain

near my Bed, and placed a Centryat

my Door with his Piece charged, who
was commanded to fhoot me dead, if

I attempted my Liberty. They fcht

me down Victuals and Drink, and took

the Government of the Ship to them-

felves. Their Defign was to turn Py-

rates, and plunder the Spaniards', which

they could not do, till they got more
Men. But firft they refolved to fell the

Goods in the Ship, and then go to Md-
dagafcar for Recruits, feveral among
them having died fince my Confinement.

They failed many Weeks, and traded

with the Indians, but I knew not what
Courfe they took, being kept a clofe

Prifoner in my Cabbin, and expe&ing

nothing lefs than to be murdered, as

they often threatned me.

Upon the ninth Day of May 17-ii,

one James Welch came down to my
Cabbin ; and faid he had Orders from

the
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poftulated with him, but in vain; nei-

ther would he fo much as tell me who
their new Captain was. They forced

me into the Long-boat, letting me put

on my beft Suit of Cloaths, which were

as good as new, and a fmail bundle

of Linen , but no Arms except my
-Hanger ; and they were fo civil as not

to fearch my Pockets, into which I con-

veyed what Money I had, with fome

other little Neceffaries. They rowed

about a League ; and then fet me down
on a Strand. I defired them to tell me,

what Country it was. They all fwore,

they knew no more than myfelf, but

faid, that the Captain (as they called

him) was refolved, after they had fold

the Lading, to get rid of me in the firft

place, where they could difcover Land.

They pufhed off immedialely, advifing

me to make hafte, for fear of being

overtaken by the Tide, and fo bad me
farewell.

In
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I n this defolate Condition I ad-
vanced forward, and foon got upon
firm Ground, where I fate down on
a Bank to reft myfelf, and confider
what I had beft to do. When I was
a little refreshed, I went up into the
Country, refolvin'g to deliver myfelf to
the firft Savages I fhould' meet, and
purchafe my Life from them by fome
Bracelets, Glafs-rings, and other Toys,
which Sailors ufually provide themfelves
with in thofe Voyages, and whereof I
had fome about me : The Land was
divided by long rows of Trees, not
regularly planted, but naturally grow-
ing j

there was great plenty of Grafs,
and feveral Fields of Oats. I walked
very circumfpectly for fear of being

furprized, or fuddenly fhot with an Ar-
row from behind or on either fide. I

fell into a beaten Road, where I faw
many Tracks of human Feet, and fome

of Cows, but moft of Horfes. At laft

I beheld feveral Animals in a Field, and

one
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one or two of the fame kind fitting in

Trees. The Shape was very lingular,

and deformed, which a little difcom-

pofed me, fo that I lay down behind a.

Thicket to obferye them better. Some
of them coming forward near the place

where I lay, gave me an opportunity

pf diftin&ly marking their Form. Their

Heads and Breafts were covered with a.

thick Hair, fome frizled and others

lank, they had Beards like Goats, and

a long ridge of Hair down their Backs

and the fore-parts of their Legs and Feet,

but the reft of their Bodies were bare

fo that I might fee their Skins, which
were of a brown burl Colour. They
had no Tails, nor any Hair at all on
their Buttocks, except about the Anus,

which, I prefume, Nature had placed

there to defend them as they fate on
the Ground ; for that Pofture they ufed

as well as lying down, and often flood

on their hind Feet. They climbed high

Trees as nimbly as a Squirrel, for

they had ftrong extended Claws before

and
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and "behind, terminating in fharp points,

hooked. They would often fpring, and
bound, and leap with prodigious Agi-
lity. The Females were not fo large as

the Males, they had long lank Hair on
their Faces, nor any thing more than
a fort of Down on the reft of their

Bodies, except about the Anus, and
Tudenda. Their Dugs hung between
their Fore-feet, and often reached almoft
to the Ground as they walked. The
Hair of both Sexes was of feverat Co-
lours, brown, red, black, and yellow.
Upon the whole, I never beheld in all

my Travels fo difagreeable an Animal,
nor one againft which I naturally con-
ceived fo ftrong an Antipathy.' So that
thinking I had {een enough, full of
Contempt and Averfion, I got up and
purfued the beaten Road, hoping it

might direft me to the Cabbin of fome
Indian. I had not gone far when I met
one of thefe Creatures full in my way
and coming up direaiy to me. The
ugly Monfter, when he faw me, dif-

torted
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torted feveral ways every Feature of his

Vifage, and ftarted as at an Objeft he

had never feen before; then approaching

nearer, lifted up his fore-paw, whether

out of Curiofity or Mifchief, I could

not tell. But I drew my Hanger, and

gave him a good Blow with the flat

fide of it, for I durft not ftrike him with

the Edge, fearing the Inhabitants might

be provoked againft me, if they fhould

come to know, that I had killed or

maimed any of their Cattle. Wheri

the Beaft felt the fmart> he drew back>

and roared fo loud, that a Herd of at

leaft forty came flocking about me
from the next Field, houling and ma-

king odious Faces; but I ran to the

Body of a Tree, and leaning my Back

againft it, kept them off by waving

my Hanger* Several of this curfed

Brood getting hold of the Branches

behind, leapt up in the Tree, from
whence they began to difcharge their

Excrements on my Head: However, I

efcaped pretty well, by flicking clofe

VolJI. N to
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to the Stem of the Tree, but was al-

.moft ftifled with the Filth, which fell

about me on every fide.

In the midft of this Diflrefs, I ob-

ferved them all to run away on a fud-

den as fail as they could, at which I

ventured to leave the Tree, and purfue

the Road, wondring what it was that

could put them into this Fright. But

looking on my left hand, I faw aHorfe

walking foftly in the Field: which my
Perfecutors having fooner difcovered,

was the caufe of their Flight- The Horfe

ftarted a little when he came near me,

but foon recovering himfelf, look'd full

in my Face with manifeft Tokens of

Wonder : He viewed my Hands and

Feet, walking round me feveral times.

I would have purfued my Journey, but

he placed himfelf dire£tly in the way,

yet looking with a very mild Afpeft,

never offering the leaft Violence. We
flood gazing at each other for fome time;

at lafi I took the Boldnefs to reach my
Hand
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Hand towards his Neck, with a Defign

to ftroak it ufing the common Style and

Whittle of Jockies when they are going

to handle a ftrange Horfe. But this Ani-

mal Teeming to receive my Civilities with

Difdain, fhook his Head, and bent his

Brows, foftly raifing up his right fore-

foot to remove my Hand. Then he

neighed three or four times, but in fo

different a Cadence, that I almoft began

to think he was fpeaking to himfelf in

fome Language of his own.

While he and I were thus em-

ployed, another Horfe came up; who
applying himfelf to the firft in a very-

formal manner, they gently ftruck each

others right Hoof before, neighing fe-

veral times by Turns, and varying the

Sound, which feemed to be almoft arti-

culate. They went fome Paces off, as if

it were to confer together, walking fide

by fide, backward and forward, like

Perfons deliberating upon fome Affair

of Weight, but often turning their

N x Eyes
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Eyes towards me, as it were to watch

that I might not efcape. I was amazed

to fee fuch Aft ions and Behaviours in

brute Beafts, and concluded with my*
felf, that if the Inhabitants of this Coun-

try were endued with a proportionable

Degree of Reafori, they muft needs be

the wifeft People upon Earth, This

Thought gave me fo much Comfort,

that I refolved to go forward until I

could difcover feme Houfe or Village
>

or meet with any of the Natives, leav-

ing the two Horfes to difcourfe together

as they pleafed. But the firft, who was

a Dapple Gray, obferving me to fteal

off, neighed after me in fo expreflive a

Tone, that I fanfied myfelf to under-

ftand what he meant ; whereupon I

turned back, and came near him, to ex-

pert his farther Commands. But con-

cealing my Fear as much as I could

for I began to be in fome Pain, how
this Adventure might terminate; and

the Reader will eafily believe X did not

much like my prefent Situation.

The
6
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The two Horfes came up clofe to

me, looking with great Earneftnefs up-

on my Face and Hands. The grey Steed

rubbed my Hat all round with his

right fore-hoof, and difcompofed it fo

much, that I was forced to adjuft it bet-

ter, by taking it off, and fettling it a-

gain ; whereat both he and his Compa-
nion (who was a brown Bay) appeared

to be much furprized ; the latter felt the

Lappet of my Coat, and finding it to

hang loofe about me, they both looked

with new Signs of Wonder. He ftroked

my right hand, feeming to admire the

Softnefs and Colour; but he fqueezed

it fo hard between his Hoof and his

Pattern, that I >vas forced to roar; after

which they both touched me with all

poflible Tendernefs. They were under

great Perplexity about my Shoes and

Stockings, which they felt very often,

neighing to each^other, and ufing va-

rious Geftures, not unlike thofe of a

Philofopher^ when he would attempt to

K 3 fohfe
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folve fome new and difficult Pheno-

menon.

Upon the whole, the Behaviour of

thefe Animals was fo orderly and -ratio-

nal, fo acute and judicious, that I at laft

concluded, they muft needs be Magi-

cians, who had thus metamorphofed

themfelves upon fome defign, and fee-

ing a ftranger in the way, were re-

folved to divert themfelves with him;

or perhaps were really amazed at the

fight of a Man fo very different in Ha-

bit, Feature and Complexion from thofe

who might probably live in fo remote a

Climate. Upon the ftrength of this

Reafoning, I ventured to addrefs them

in the following manner: Gentlemen^

if you be Conjurers, as I have good

Caufe to believe, you can understand

any Language; therefore I make bold

to let your Worfhips know, that I am
a poor diftreffed Englijk Man, driven

by his misfortunes upon your Coaft, and

I entreat one of you, to let me ride up-

on
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on his Back, as if he were a real Horfc,

to fame Houfe or Village, where I can

be relieved. In return of which Fa-

your, I will make you a Prefent of this

Knife and Bracelet, (taking them out

of my Pocket.) The two Creatures

ftood filent while I fpoke, feeming to

liften with great Attention ; and when
I had ended,, they neighed frequently

towards each other, as if they were en-

gaged in ferious Converfation. I plain-

ly obferved, that their Language ex-

prefled the Paffions very well, and their

Words might with little Pains be re-

folved into an Alphabet more eafily

than the Chinefe.

1 could frequently diftinguifh the

Word Taboo, which was repeated by

each of them feveral times ; and altho'

it was impoffible for me to conje&ure

what it meant; yet while the two
Horfes were bufy in Converfation, I

endeavoured to pra£tife this Word upon

my Tongue; and as foon as they were

N 4 filent,
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filent, I boldly pronounced Taboo in a

loud Voice, imirating at the famfe time,

as near as I could, the Neighing of a

Horfe; at which they were both vifibly

furprized, and the Gray repeated the

Tame Word twice, as if he meant to

teach me the right Accent, wherein I

fpoke after him as well as I could, and

found myfelf perceivably to improve

every time, though very far from any

degree of Perfeftion. Then the Bay

tried me with a fecond Word, much
harder to be pronounced; but reducing

it to the Englijh Qythography, may be

fpelt thus, Hotiyhnhnms. I did not fuc-

ceed in this fo well as in the former,

but after two or three farther Trials, I

had better fortune; and they both ap-

peared amazed at my Capacity.

After fome farther Difcourfe

,

which I then conjeftured might relate

to me, the two Friends took their

Leaves with the fame Compliment of

Jftriking each other's Hoof; and the Gray

made
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made me figns that I fhould walk be-

fore them, wherein I thought it pru-

dent to comply, till I could find a better

Director. When I offered to flacken my
pace, he would cry Hhuun, Hhuun \ I

gueffed his meaning, and gave him to

underftand, as well as I could, that I

was weary, and not able to walk fafter
j

upon which, he would ftand a while to

let me reft,

CHAR
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CHAP. II.

The Author conduced by a Houyhnhjim
to his Houfe. The Houfe defcribed.

The Author's Reception. The Food of
the Houyhnhnms. The Author in

'Dijlrefs for Want of Meat , is at Laji

relieved. His Manner of feeding in

this Country.

HAving travelled about three

Miles, we came to a long kind

of Building, made of Timber, ftuck in

the Ground, and wattled acrofs; the

Roof was low, and covered with Straw.

I now began to be a little comforted,

and took out fome Toys, which Tra-

velers ufually carry for Prefents to the

Savage Indians of America and other

Parts,
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Parts, in hopes the People oftheHoufe

would be thereby encouraged to receive

me kindly. TheHorfe made me a fign

to go in firft ; it was a large Room with

a fmooth Clay Floor, and a Rack and

Manger extending the whole length on
one fide. There were three Nags, and

two Mares, not eating, but fome of

them fitting down upon their Hams,

which I very much wondered at; but

wondered more to fee the reft employed

in domeftick Bufinefs. They feemed but

ordinary Cattle, however, this confirmed

my firft Opinion, that a People who
could fo far civilize brute Animals, muft

needs excel in Wifdom all the Nations of

the World. The Gray came in juft af-

ter, and thereby prevented any ill Treat-

ment, which the others might have

-given me. He neighed to them feveral

times in a ftyle of Authority, and re-

ceived Anfwers.

Beyond this Room there were

three others, reaching the length of the

Houfe,
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Houfc, to which you patted through

three Doors oppofite to each other,

in the manner of a Vifta ; we went
through the fecond Room towards, the

third, here the Gray walked in firft,

beckoning me to attend : I waited in

the fecond Room, and got ready my
Prefents, for the Mafter and Miftrefs

of the Houfe : They were two Knives,,

three Bracelets of falfe Pearl, a fmall

Lookin-glafs and a Bead Necklace.

The Horfe neighed three or four times,

and I waited to hear fome Anfwers in a

human "Voice, but I obferved no other

returns, than in the fame Diale£t, on-

ly one or two a little fliriller than his.

I began to think that this Houfe muft

belong to fome perfon of great Note
among them, becaufe there appeared fo

much Ceremony before I could gain

•Admittance. But, that a Man of Qua-

lity fhould be ferved all by Horfes, was

beyond my Comprehenfion. I feared

my Brain was difturbed by my Suf-

ferings an4 Misfortunes : I roufed my-
felf
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felf, and looked about me in the Room
where I was left alone ; this was fur-

nifhed like the firft, only after a more

elegant manner. I rubbed my Eyes

often, but the fame Obje&s ftill occur-

red. I pinched my Arms and Sides, to

awake myfelf, hoping I might be in a

Dream. I then abfolutely concluded,

that all thefe Appearances could be no-

thing elfe but Necromancy and Ma-
gick. But I had no time to purfue thefe

Reflexions ; for the grey Horfe came
to the door, and made me a fign to

follow him into the third Room, where

I faw a very comely Mare, together

with a Colt and Fole, fitting upon their

Haunches, upon Matts of ftraw, not

unartfully made, and perfectly neat and

clean.

The Mare, foon after my Entrance,

rofe from her Matt, and coming up
clofe, after having nicely obferved my
Hands and Face, gave me a moft con-

temptuous Look \ then turning to the

Horfe,
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Horfe, I heard the Word Taboo often

repeated betwixt them ; the meaning of

which word I could not then compre-

hend, although it were the firft I had

learned to pronounce; but I was foon

better informed, to my everlafting Mor-
tification : For the Horfe beckening to

me with his Head, and repeating the

word Hhuun, Hhuan, as he did upon

the Road, which I underftood was to

attend him, led me out into a kind of

Court, where was another Building at

fome diftance from the Houfe. Here

we entered, and I faw three of thefe

deteftable Creatures, whom I firft met

after my landing, feeding upon Roots,

and the flefh of fome Animals, which

I afterwards found to be that of AfTes

and Dogs, and now and then a Cow
dead by Accident or Difeafe. They
were all tyed by the Neck with ftrong

"Wyths, fattened to a Beam ; they l^eld

their Food between the claws of their

Fore-feet, and tore it with their Teeth.

The
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The Matter Horfe ordered a fop*

rel Nag, one of his Servants, to untie

the largeft of thefe Animals, and take

him into the Yard. The Beaft and I

were brought clofe together; and our

Countenances diligently compared, bath

by Mafter and Servant, who thereupon

repeated feveral tinjes the word Tahoo*

My Horror and Aftonifhment are not

to be defcribed, when I obferved, in

this abominable Animal, a perfect hu-

man Figure ; the Face of it indeed

was flat and broad, the Nofe depret

fed, the Lips large, and the Mouth
wide. But thefe differences are com-

mon to all favage Nations, where the

Lineaments of the Countenance are di-

ftorted by the Natives fuffering their

Infants to lie grovelling on the Earth,

or by carrying them on their backs,

nuzzling with their Face againfr the

Mother's Shoulders. The Fore-feet of

the Tahoo differed from my Hands in

nothing elfe but the length of the

nails,
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nails, the coarfenefs and brownnefs of

the Palms, and the hairinefs on the

Backs. There was the fame refem*

blance between our Feet, with the fame

difference, which I knew very well,

tho' the Horfes did not, becaufe of my
Shoes and Stockings; the fame in every

part of our Bodies, except as to Hairi*

nefs and Colour, which I have already

defcribed.

The great Difficulty that feemed to

ftick with the two Horfes, was, to fee

the reft of my Body fo very different

from that of a Tahoo^ for which I was
obliged to my Cloaths, whereof they

had no conception : The forrel Nag
offered me a Root, which he held (at

ter their manner, as we {hall defcribe

in its proper place) between his Hoof
and Pattern ; I took it in my Hand, and

having fmelt it, returned it to him a-

gain as civilly as I could. He brought

out of the Taboo's Kennel a piece of

Afs's Flefh, but it fmelt fo offenfively

that
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that I turned from it with loathing;

he then threw it to the Taboo, by

whotii it was greedily devoured; He
afterwards (hewed me a Whifp of Hay,

and a Fetlock full of Oats ; but I ibook

my Head, to fignify, that neither of

thefe were Food forme. And indeed,

I now apprehended, that I muft abfolufe*

ly ftarve, if I did not get to fome of

my own Species: For as to thofe filthy

Taboos, although there were few greater

Lovers of Mankind at that time than

myfelf; yet I confefs I never faw any

fenfitive Being fo deteftable an all ac-

counts ; and the more I came near

them, the more hateful they grew,

while I ftaid in that Country. This

the Matter Horfe obferved by my Be-

haviour, and therefore fent the Taboo

back to his Kennel. He then put his

Fore-hoof to his Mouth, at which I

was >much furprized, although he did

it with Eafe, and \#th a Motion that

appeared perfectly natural, and made

other figns to know what I would eatj

Vol. II. O but
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biit 1 could not return him fuch art

Anfwer as he was able to apprehend 5

and if he had underftood me, I did not

fee how it was pofiible to contrive any

Way for finding myfelf Nourifbment.

While we Were thus engaged, I obferVed

a Cow palling by, whereupon I point-

ed to her, and expreffed a Defire to let

me go and milk her. This had its E£
feet; for he led me back into theHoufe,

and ordered a Mare-fervant to open a

Room, where a good ftore ofMilk lay

in earthen and wooden Veffels, after a

very orderly and cleanly manner. She

gave me a large Bowl full, of which I

drank very heartily, and found myfelf

well reft elhed*

About Noon I faw coming towards

the Houfe a kind of Vehicle drawn like

a Sledge, by four Taboos. There was
in it an old Steed, who feemed to be

ofQuality, he alighted with his Hind

feet forward, having by Accident got a

Hint in his left Fore-foot* He came

to

->



the Houyhnhnms. 181

to dine with our Horfe, who received

him with great Civility. They dined

in the beft Room, and had Oats boiled

in Milk for the fecond Cdurfe, whicli

the old Horfe eat warm, but the reft

cold Their Mangeh were placed cir-

cular in the middle of the Room,, and

divided into feveral Partitions,, round

Which they fate on their Haunches up-

on Bofles of Straw. In the middle was

a large Rack with Angles anfwering td

every partition of the Manger. So that

each Horfe and Mare eat their own
Hay, and their own Mafh of Oats and

Milk, with much Decency and Re*

gularity.
:

The Behaviour of the young

Colt arid Pole appeared very modeffy

and that of the Matter and Mittrefs

extreamlv chearful and complaiiant

to their Gueft- The Gray ordered me
to ftand by him, and much Difcourfe

pafled between him and his Friend

concerning me, as I found by the

Stranger's often looking on me, and

O x the

cr
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the frequent Repetition of the Word
Taboo,

I happened to wear my Gloves,

which the Mafter Gray obferving, feem-

ed perplexed, difcovering figns ofWon-
der what I had done to my Fore-feet

j

he put his Hoof three or four times to

them, as if he would fignify, that I

fhould reduce them to their former

Shape, which I prefently did, pulling

off both my Gloves, and putting them

into my Pocket. This occafioned far-

ther Talk, and I faw the Corrtpany was

pleafed with my Behaviour, whereof I

foon found the good EfFe&s. I was or-

dered to fpeak the few Words 1 under-

flood, and while they were at Din.

ner, the Mafter taught me the Names
for Oats, Milk, Fire, Water, and fome

others; which I could readily pronounce

after him, having from my Youth a

great Facility in learning Languages.

When
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When Dinner was done, the Mafter

Horfe took me afide, and by figns and

Wonders made me underftand the Con-

cern that he was in, that I had nothing

to eat. Oats in their Tongue are called

Hlunnh. This Word I pronounced two
or three times ; for although I had

refufed them at firft, yet upon fecond

Thoughts I confidered that I could con-

trive to make of them a kind of Bread,

which might be fufficient with Milk,

to keep me alive, till I could make my
Efcape to fome other Country, and to

Creatures of my own Species, The
Horfe immediately ordered a white

Mare-fervant of his Family to bring me
a good Quantity of Oats in a fort of
wooden Tray. Thefe I heated before

the Fire as well as I could, and rub-

bed them till the Husks came off, which
I made a fhift to winnow from the

Grain; I ground and beat them be-

tween two Stones, then took Water,
and made them into a Pafte or Cake,

O 3 which



184 A Voyage to

which I toafted at the Eire, and eat

warm with Milk. It was at firft a

yery infipid Dyet, though common e-

jiough in many parts of Europe, but

grew tolerable by Time ; and haying

been often reduced to hard Fare in my
life, this was not the firft Experiment

I had made how eafily Nature is fatif-

fied. And I cannot but obferve, that

I never had one hour's Sicknefs, while

I ftaid in thislfland. TTis true, I fome-

times made a fhift to catch a Rabbet,

or Bird, by Springes made of Taboos

Hairs, and I often gathered wholefome

Herbs, which I boiled, or eat as Sal-

lades with my Bread, and now and then^

for a Rarity, I made a little Butter,

and drank the Whey. I was at firft

at a great lofs for Salt ; but Cuftom

foon reconciled the want of it ; and I

am confident that the frequent ufe of

Salt among us, is an effeQ: of Luxury,

and was firft introduced only as a Pro-'

vocative to drink ; except where it is

neceffary for preferving of Flefla in long

Voyages,
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Voyages, or in Places remote from

great Markets. For we obferve no A-

nimal to be fond of it but Man : And
as to myfelf, when I left this Country,

it was a great while before I could en-

dure the Tafte of it in any thing that

J eat.

This is enough to fay upon the fub-

jeft ofmy Dyet, wherewith other Tra-

vellers fill their Books, as if the Readers

were perfonally concerned, whether we
fare well or ill. However, it was ne-

ceflary to mention this matter, left the

World fhould think it impofllble that I

could find Suftenance for three Years in

fuch a Country, and among fuch Inha-

bitants,

"When it grew towards Evening,

the Mafter Horfe ordered a Place for

me to lodge in ; it was but fix yards

from the Houfe, and feparated from

the Stable of the Tahoos. Here I got

fame Straw., and covering myfelf with

Q 4 my
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my own Cloaths, flept very found. But
I was in a fhort Time better accommor

dated, as the Reader fhall know here-
after, when I come to treat more parti-

cularly about my way of living,

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

The Author ftudious to learn the Lan-
guage', the Houyhnhnm his Mafter af
fifts in teaching him. The Language

defcribed. SeveralHouyhnhnms ofGfaa*

lity come out of Curiofity to fee the Au~
thor. He gives his Majier a floort Ac*

fpunt of his Voyage*

MY principal Endeavour was to

learn the Language, which rmy
M after (for fo I fhall henceforth call

him) and his Children, and every Ser*

vant of his Houfe were defirous to

teach me. For they looked upon it as

£ prodigy, that a brute Animal fhould

difcover fuch Marks of a rational Crea-

ture. I pointed to every thing, and en-

quired the name of it, which I wrote

down
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down in my 'Journal-Book when I was

alone, and corre£ted my bad Accent, by

defnring thofe ofthe Family to pronounce

it often. In this Employment, a forrel

Nag, one of the under Servants, was
very ready to aflifl: me.

In fpeaking, they pronounce through

the Nofe and Throat, and their Lan-

guage approaches neareft to the High-

IDutch or German, of any I know in

Europe ; but is much more graceful and

fignificant. The Emperor Charles V,

made almoft the fame Obfervation, when
he faid, That if he were to fpeak to his>

Horfe, it fliould be in High-cDutcb.

The Curiofity and Impatience ofmy
Matter were fo great, that he fpent

many hours of his leifure to inftrufk

me. He was convinced (as he after-

wards told me) that I muft be a Tahoo^

but my Teachablenefs, Civility, and

Cleanlinefs aftonifhed him ; which
\vere Qualities altogether fo oppofite tQ
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thofe Animals. He was moft perplex-

ed about my Cloaths, reafoning fome-

times with himfelf, whether they were

a part of my Body ; for I never pulled

them off till the Family were afleep,

and got them on before they waked

in the Morning. My Mafter was ea-

ger to learn from whence I came, how
I acquired thofe appearances of Rea-

fon, which I difcovered in all my Acti-

ons, and to know my Story from my
own Mouth, which he hoped he fhoald

foon do by the great Proficiency I made
in learning and pronouncing their

Words and Sentences. To help my
Memory, I formed all I learned into the

Englijh Alphabet, and writ the Words
down with the Translations. This laft,

after fome time, I ventured to do in

my Matter's prefence. It coft m&
much trouble to explain to him what

J was doing ; for the Inhabitants have

not the leaft Idea of Books and Lite-

rature,.

In
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In about ten Weeks time I was

able to underftaad moft of his Que-

ftions, and in three Months could give

him fome tolerable Anfwers. He was
extremely curious to know from what
part of the Country I came, and how
I was taught to imitate a rational Crea-

ture, becaufe the Taboos^ (whom he faw

I exa&ly refembled in my Head, Hands,

and Face, that were only vifible,) with

fome appearance of Cunning, and the

ftrongeft difpofition to Mifchief, were

obferved to be the moil: unreachable

of all Brutes. I anfwered, That I came

over the Sea from a far Place, with

many others of my own kind, in a

great hollow Veffel made of the bodies

of Trees. That my Companions forced

me to land on this Coaft, and then

left me to fhift for myfelf. It was

with fome difficulty, and by the help

of many Signs, that I brought him to

underftand me. He replied, That I

muft needs be miftaken, or that I /aid

the
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the Thing which was not. (For they

have no Word in their Language to

exprefs Lying or Falfehood.) He knew

it was impoflible, that there could be

a Country beyond the Sea, or that a

parcel of Brutes could move a wooden,

Veflel whither they pleafed upon Wa-
ter. He was Cure no Houyhnhnm alive

could make fuch a Veffel, nor would

truft Tahoos to manage it.

The Word Houyhnhnm, in their

Tongue, fignifies a Horfe, and in its

Etymology, The Terfe&ion of Nature.

I told my Matter, that I was at a lofs

for Expreffion, but would improve as

faft as I could ; and hoped in a fhort

time I mould be able to tell him Won-
ders : He was pleafed to dire£t his own

. Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the Ser-

vants of the Family to take all Oppor-

tunities of inftru£ting me, and every

Day for two or three Hours, he was

at the fame Pains himfelf: Several

Horfes and Mares of Quality in the

Neighbourhood
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Neighbourhood came often to our houfe

upon the Report fpread of a wonderful
Taboo, that could fpeak like a lioity~

bnhnm, and feemed in his Words and
A&ions to difcover fome glimmerings
ofReafon. Tliefe delighted to converfe

with me; they put many Qiieftions,

and received fuch Anfwers, as I was
able to return. By all thefe Advan-
tages, I made fo great a progrefs, that

in five Months from my Arrival, I un-

derftood whatever was fpoke, and could

exprefs myfelf tolerably well.

The tiouyhnhnms who Came to vifit

my Matter, out of a defign of feeing

and talking with me, could hardly be^

lieve me to be a right Taboo, becaufe

my Body had a different Covering from

others of my kind. They were afto-

nifhed to obferve me without the ufual

Hair or Skin, except on my Head, Face,

and Hands ; but I difcovered that Se-

cret to my. Matter, upon an Accident,

which happened about a Fortnight be-

fore. I HAVE
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I have already told the Reader,

that every Night when the Family were

gone to bed, it was my Cuftom to ftrip>

and cover myfelf with my Cloaths :

It happened one Morning early, that

my Matter fent for me, by the forrel

Nag, who was his Valet ; when he

came, I was faft afleep, my Cloaths fal-

len off on one fide, and my Shirt above

my Watte. I awaked at the Noife he

made, and obferved him to deliver his

Menage in fome Diforder ; after which
he went to my Matter, and in a great

fright gave him a very confined Ac-

count of what he had feen : This I

prefently difcovered ; for going as foon

as I was dreffed, to pay my Attendance

upon his Honour, he asked me the mean-

ing of what his Servant had reported,

that I was not the fame thing when I

flept as I appeared to be at other times;

that his Valet aimred him, fome part

of me was white, fome yellow, at leaft

not fo white, and fome brown.

I HAP
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I had hitherto cdncealed the Secret

ofmy Drefs, in order to diftinguifh my±
felf as much as I could from the curfed

Race of Taboos \ but now I found it in

vain to do fo any longer. Befides, I

confidered, that my Cloaths and Shoes

tvould foon wear out, which already

were in a declining Condition , and

muft be fupplied by fome Contrivance

from the Hides of Taboos or other

Brutes; whereby the whole Secret would

be known: I therefore told my Mafter,

That in the Country from whence I

came, thofe of my kind always covered

their Bodies with the Hairs of certain

Animals prepared by Art, as well for

Decency, as to avoid the Inclemencies

of Air both hot and cold; ofwhich, as

to my ownPerfon I would give him im-

mediate Convi&ion, ifhe pleafed to com-

mand me ; only defiring his Excufe, if I

did not expofe thofe Patts that Nature
taught us to conceal. He faid my Dif-

courfe was all very ftjrange, but efpecially

the
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the laft Part ; for he could not uflder-

ftand why Nature fliould teach us to

conceal what Nature had given* That

neither himfelf nor Family were alha-

med of any Parts of their Bodies ; but

however I might do as I pleafed* Where-

upon, I firft Unbuttoned my Coat, and

pulled it off. I did the fame with my
Waftecoat ; I drew off my Shoes, Stoc-

kings and Breeches. I let my Shirt down
to my wafte, and drew up the Bottom,

faftning it like a Girdle about my mid-

dle to hide my nakednefs*

M y Matter obferved the whote Per-

formance with great Signs of Curiofity

and Admiration. He took up all thy

Cloaths in his Pattern, one Piece after

another, and examined them diligent-

ly ; he then ftroaked my Body very

gently, and looked round me feveral

times, after which he faid, it was plain

, I mutt be a perfect Taboo ; but that I

differed very much from the reft ofmy
Species, in the foftnefs, and whiteriefe

Vol. IL P and
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and Smoothnefs of my Skin, my want
of Hair in feveral Parts ofmy Body, the

Shape and Shortnefs ofmy Claws behind

and before, and my afFe&ation ofwalk-

ing continually on my two hinder Feet*

He defired to fee no more, and gave

me leave to put on my Cloaths again^

for I was fhuddering with Gold.

I expressed my uneafinefs at his

giving me fo often the Appellation of

Tahoo, an odious Animal,, for which I

had fo utter an Hatred and Contempt*

I begged he would forbear applying

that Word to me, and take the fame

Order in his Family, and among his

Friends whom he fufFered to fee me,

I requefted likewife, that the Secret of

having a Me covering to my Body

might be known to none but himfelf^

at leaft as long as my prefent Cloath-

jng fhould laft; for, as to what the

Sorrel Nag his Valet load obferved, hii

Honour might command him to con-

ceal k*

All
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All this my Mafter very gracioufly

iconfented to, and thus the Secret was
kept till my Cloaths began to wear out,

which I was forced to fupply by feve-

ral Contrivances, that flhall hereafter be

mentioned. In the mean time, he de-

fired I would go on with my utmolt

Diligence to learn their Language, be-

caufe he was more aftoniflied at my Ca-

pacity for Speech and Reafon, than at

the Figure of my Body, whether it

were covered or no ; adding, that he

waited with fome Impatience to hear

the Wonders which I promifed to tell

bim.

From thenceforward he doubled the

Fains he had been at to inftru£t me

;

lie brought me into all Company, and

made them treat me with Civility, be-

caufe, as he told them privately, this

. would put me into good Humour, and

make me more diverting.

P % Every
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Every Day when I waited an

him, befide the Trouble he was at in

teaching, he would ask me feveral Que-

ftions concerning myfelf, which I an-

fwered as well as I could; and by thefe

means lie had already received fome
general Ideas, though very imperfect.

It wrould be tedious to relate the feve-

ral Steps, by which I advanced to a

more regular Converfation : But the

firft Account I gave of myfelf in any

Order and Length, was to this pur-

pofe:

That I came from a very fat-

Country, as I had already attempted

to tell him with about fifty more of

my own Species; that we travelled

upon the Seas, in a great hollow Veffel

made of Wood, and larger than his

Honour's Houfe. I defcribed the Ship

to him in the beft terms I could, and

explained by the help of my Handker-

chief difplayed, how it was driven for-

ward
3
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ward by the Wind. That upon a Quar-

rel among us, I was fet on fhore on
this Coaft, where I walked forward

without knowing whither, till he deli-

vered me from the Perfecution of thofe

execrable Taboos. He asked me, who
made the Ship, and how k was pofli-

ble that the Houyhnhnms of my Country

would leave it to the Management of

Brutes? My Anfwer was, that I durft

•proceed no farther in my Relation, un-

lefs he would give me his Word and

Honour that he would not be offended,

and then I would tell him the Won-
ders I had fo often promifed. He a-

greed ; and I went on by alluring him,

that the Ship was made by Creatures

like myfelf, who in all the Countries

I had travelled, as well as in my
own, were the only governing, rational

'Animals; and that upon my Arrival

hither, I was as much aftonifhed to fee

the Houyhnhnms aft like rational Be-

ings, as he or his Friends could be in

finding fome Marks of Reafon in a

P 3 Creature
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Creature he was pleafed to call a Tahoo
t

to which I owned my Refemblance in

every Part, but could not account for

their degenerate and brutal Nature. I

faid farther, that if good Fortune ever

jreftored me to my native Country, to

relate my Travels hither, as I refolved

to do, every body would believe that I

faid the Thing which was not ; that I

invented the Story out ofmy own Head

;

and with all poffihle Refpeft to himfelf,

his Family, and Friends, and under his

Promife of not being offended, our

Countrymen would hardly think it pro-

bable, that a Houyhnhnm fhould be the

prefiding Creature of a Nation, ^nd a

Tafyo the Brute.

CHAR
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CHAP IV.

The Houyhnhnms Notion of Truth

and Falfhood. The Author's Tiifcourfe

difapproved by his Mafter. The Author

gives a more particular Account of

himfelf and the Accidents of his

Voyage.

MY Mafter heard me with great

appearances of Uneafinefs in his

Countenance, becaufe doubting or not

believing^ are fo little known in this

Country, that the Inhabitants cannot

tell how to behave themfelves under

fuch Circumftances. And I remember

in frequent Difcourfes with my Mafter

concerning the Nature of Manhood, in

ether Parts of the World, having occa-

P 4 fion
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fion to talk of Lying, and falfe Refre*

fentation, it was with much Difficulty

that he comprehended what I meant,

although he had otherwife a moft acute

Judgment. For he argued thus: That
the ufe of Speech was to make us un-

derftand one another, and to receive In*

formation of Fads; now ifany one [aid

the Thing which was not, thofe Ends

were defeated ; becaufe I cannot pro-

perly be faid to underftand him, and I

am fo far from receiving Information,

that he leaves me worfe than in Igno-

rance, for I am led to believe a Thing
black when it is white, and jhort when
It is long. And thefe were all the No-
tions he had concerning that Faculty of

Lying, fo perfectly well underftood a-

mong human Creatures.

T o return from this Digreflion

;

when I afferted that the Taboos were

the only governing Animals in my Coun-

try, which my Mafter faid was altoge-

ther paft his Conception, he defired to

kno^
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know whether we had Houyhnhnms a-

mong us, and what was their Employ-

ment : I told him, we had great Num-
bers, that in Summer they grazed in

the Fields, and in Winter were kept

in houfes, with Hay and Oats, when
7^00-Servants were employed to rub

their Skins fmooth, comb their Manes,

pick their Feet, ferve them with Food,

and make their Beds. I underftand

you well, faid my Mafter, it is now
very plain, from all you have fpoken,

that whatever fhare of Reafon the Ta-

boos pretended to, tfie Houyhnhnms are

your Mafters j I heartily wifh our Ta-

boos would be fo tradable. I begged

his Honour would pleafed to excufe

me from proceeding any farther, . be-

paufe I was very certain that the Ac-
count he expected from me would

- be highly difpleafing. But he infilled

in commanding me to let him know
the beft and the worft : I told him, he
(hould be obeyed. I owned, that the

Houyhnhnms among us, whom we cal-

led
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led Horfes, were the moft generous and

comely 'Animal we had, that they ex,

celled in ftrength and fwiftnefs ; and

when they belonged to Perfons of Qua-

lity, employed in travelling, racing,

or drawing Chariots, they were trea-

ted with much Kindnefs and Care, till

they fell into Difeafes, or became foun-

dred in the Feet ; and then they were

jgjld, and ufed to all kind of Drudgery

till they died ; after which their Skins

were ftripped and fold for what they

were worth, and their Bodies left to

be devoured by Dogs and Birds of prey.

But the common race of Horfes had

not fo good fortune, being kept by

Farmers and Carriers and other mean
People, who put them to greater la-

bour, and feed them worfe. I defcrib-

ed as well as I could, our way of ri-

ding, the fhape and ufe of a Bridle, a

Saddle, a Spur, and a Whip, ofHarnefs

and Wheels. I added, that we faftned

Plates of a certain hard fubftance cal-

led Inn at the bottom of their Feet,

to
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to preferve their Hoofs from being bro*

ken by the ftony ways on which we
often travelled.

My Mafter, after fome Expreflions

of great Indignation, wondered how we
dared to venture upon a Houyhnhrtm\

back, for he was fure, that the mean-

eft Servant in his Houfe would be

able to fhake off the ftrongeft Tahoo^

or by lying down, and rouling on his

back, fqueeze the Brute to death. I

anfwered, That our Horfes were train-

ed up from three our four Years old to

the feveral ufes we intended them for

;

That ifany of them proved intolerably

vicious, they were employed for Car-

riages ; that they were feverely beaten

while they were young, . for any mis-

chievous tricks : That the Males, de-

' figned for common ufe of Riding or

Draught, were generally caftrated about

two Years after their birth, to take down
their Spirits, and make them more tame

and gentle ; that they wsre indeed ten-

fible
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fible of Rewards and Puniftiments ; but

his Honour would pleafe to confider,

that they had not the leaft tincture of
Reafon any more than the Taboos in

this Country,

It put me to the pains of many
Circumlocutions to give my Matter a

right Idea of what I fpoke ; for their

Language doth not abound in variety of

Words, becaufe their Wants and Paf-

iions are fewer than among us. But

it is impoflible to repeat his noble

Refentment at our favage Treatment of

the Houyhnhnm race, particularly af-

ter I had explained the manner and

ufe of cajirating Horfes among us, to

hinder them from propagating their

kind, and to render them more fervile.

He faid, if it were poffible there could

be any Country where Taboos alone

were endued with Reafon, they certainly

muft be the governing Animal, becaufe

Reafon will in time always prevail a-

gainft brutal Strength. But, confidering

the
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the Frame of our Bodies, and efpecial-

ly of mine, he thought no Creature of

equal Bulk was fo ill contrived, for em-
ploying that Reafon in the commonOf-

fice of Life; whereupon he defired to

know, whether thofe among whom I

lived, refembled me or the Taboos of

his Country. I allured him, that I was
as well lhaped as moft of my Age:

but the younger and the Females were
much more foft and tender, and the

Skins of the latter generally as white

as Milk. He faid, I differed indeed from
other Taboos, being much more cleanly,

and not altogether fo deformed, but in

point of real Advantage, he thought I

differed for the worfe. That my Nails

were of no Ufe either to my fore or

hinder-feet : As to my Fore-feet he

. could not properly call them by that

Name, for he never obferved me to

walk upon them; that they were too

foft to bear the Ground; that I gene-

rally went with them uncovered, nei-

ther was the Covering I fometimes wore
on
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On them, of the fame Shape,or fo ftrong

as that on my Feet behind. That I could

not walk with any Security, for if either

ofmy Hinder-feet flipped, I muft inevi-

tably fall. He then began. to find fault

with other Parts ofmy Body, the Flat-

nefs of my Face, the Prominence ofmy
Nofe, mine Eyes placed dire&ly in the

Frontj fo that I could not look on either

fide without turning my Head: That
I was not able to feed myfelf, without

lifting my Fore-feet to my Mouth:
And therefore Nature had placed tliofe

Jfoynts to anfwer that Neceflity. He
knew not what could be the Ufe of

thofe feveral Clefts and JDivifions in

my Feet behind, that tliefe were too

foft to bear the Hardnefs and Sharp-

nefs of Stones without a Covering

made from the Skin of fome other

Brute-, that my whole Body wanted a

Fence againit Heat and Cold, which I

was forced to put On and off every Day
with Tedioufnefs and Trouble. And
laftly, that he obferved every Animal in

6 this
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this Country naturally to abhor the Ta-

boos, whom the Weaker avoided, and

the Stronger drov$ from them. So that

fuppofing us to have the Gift of Rea*

fon, he could not fee how it were pof-

fible to cure that natural Antipathy

which every Creature difcoveredagainffc

us; nor confequently, how we could

tame, and render them ferviceable.

However, he would (as he faid) de-

bate the Matter no farther, becaufe he

was more defirous to know my own
Story, the Country where I was born,

and the feveral Actions and Events of

my Life before I came hither.

I assured him, how extremely de-

firous I was, that he ftiould be fatisfied

in every Point; but I doubted much,

-whether it would be poffible for me to

explain myfelf on feveral Subjects where-

of his Honour could have no Concep-

tion, becaufe I faw nothing in his Coun-

try to which I could refemble them.

That however, I would do my beflr,

and
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and ftrive to exprefs myfelf by Simili-

tudes, humbly defiring his Affiftance

when I wanted proper Words ; which
he was pleafed to promife me.

I said, my Birth was of honeft Pa
rents in an Ifland called England, which
was remote from this Country, as many
Days Journey as the ftrongeft of his

Honour's Servants could travel in the

Annual Courfe of the Sun. That I was

bred a Surgeon, whofe Trade is to cure

Wounds and Hurts in the Body, got by

Accident or Violence; that my Country

was governed by a Female Man, whom
we called Queen. That I left it to get

Riches, whereby I might maintain my-

felf and Family when I fhould return.

That in my laft Voyage I was Com-
mander of the Ship, and had about fifty

Taboos under me, many of which died

at Sea, and I was forced to fupply them

by others picked out from feveral Na-

tions. That our Ship was twice in

Danger of being funk ; the firft time by

a great
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a great Storm, and the fecond, by ftri-

king againft a Rock- Here myMafter
interpofed, by asking me, how I could

perfuade Strangers out of different Coun-

tries to venture with tne, after the

Lofles I had fuftained, and the Hazards

I had run* I faid, they were Fellows

of defperate Fortunes forced to fly from

the Places oftheir Birth, on account of

their Poverty or their Crimes. Some
were undone by Law-fuits; 'others fpent

all they had in Drinking^ Whoring and

Gaming; others fled forTreafon; many
for Murder, Theft, Poyfoning, Robbe-

ry, Perjury, Forgery, Coining falfe Mo-
ney, for committing Rapes or Sodomy,

for flying from their Colours, or defert-

ing to the Enemy, and moft of them

had broken Prifon • none ofthefe durft

return to their Native Countries for

fear o£ being hanged, or of ftarving in

a Jail *, and therefore were under a ne-

ceffity of feeking a Livelihood in other

Places.

VolJL During
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During this Difcoiirfe, my Mate
was pleafed to interrupt me feveral

times; I had made ufe of many Cir-

cumlocutions in defcribing to him the

nature of the feveral Crimes, for which
mofi: of our Crew had been forced to

fly their Country. This Labour took

up feveral Days Converfation before he

was able to / comprehend me. He was
wholly at a Lofs to know what could

be the Ufe or Neceffity of practicing

thofe Vices. To clear up which I en-

deavoured to give him fome Ideas of

the Defire ofPower and Riches, of the

terrible Effe&s of Luft, Intemperance,

Malice and Envy* All this I was for-

ced to define and defcribe by putting

of Cafes, and making of Suppositions.

After which, like one whofe Imagina-

tion was ftruck with fomething never

{q^i\ qr heard of before, he would lift

up his Eyes with Amazement and Indig-

nation. Power, Government, War, Law,
Funjfhment, and a thoufand other

Things



the H b ii V h n rt n U s. 213

Things had no Terms, wherein that

Language could exprefs them, which
made the Difficulty almoft infuperable

to give my Matter any Conception of

what I meant* But being of an excel-

lent Underftanding much improved by
Contemplation and Converfe, he at laft

arrived at a competent Knowledge of

what humane Nature in our Parts of

the World is capable to perform, and

defired I would give him fome particu-

lar Account of that Land, which we
call Europe, but efpecially of my own
Country-

Ct * C H A P.
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CHAP, V.

The Author at his Majier*s Command
informs him of the State of England.

The Caufes of IVar among the Trinces

of Europe. The Author begins to ex*

plain the Englifh Conjlituiion.

THE Reader may pleafe to ob-

ferve, that the following Extraft

of many Conventions I had with my
Matter, contains a Summary of the

moft material Points, of which were

difcourfed at feveral times for above two
Years; his Honour often defiring ful-

ler Satisfaction as I farther improved

in the Houyhnhnm Tongue. I laid be-

fore him, as well as I could, the whole

State of Europe \ I difcourfed of Trade

and
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and Manufactures, of Arts and Sci-

ences ; and the Anfwers I gave to all

the Queftions he made, as they arofe

upon feveral Subjects, were a Fund of

Converfation not to be exhaufted. But

I fhall here only fet down the Subftance

of what pafled between us concerning

my own Country, reducing it into Or-

der as well as I can, without any Re-

gard to Time or other Circumftances,

while I ftri&ly adhere to Truth. My
only Concern is, that I fhall hardly be

able to do Juftice to my Matter's Ar-

guments and ExprefTions, which muft
needs fuffer by my want of Capacity,

as well as by a Tranilation into our bar-

barous Engli/h.

In Obedience therefore to his Ho-
nour's Commands, I related to him the

Revolution under the Prince o£Orange
y

the long War with France entered into

by the faid Prince, and renewed by his

Succeflbr the prefent Queen, wherein

the greateft Powers of Chrijiendom were

Q^ 3 engaged,
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engaged, and which ftill continued: I
computed at his Requeft, that about a

Million of* Taboos might have been kilT

led in the whole Progrefs of it, and
perhaps a hundred , or more Cities ta-

ken, and thrice 3s many Ships burnt or

funk.

He asked me what were the ufual

Caufes or Motives that made one

Country go to War with another. I

anfwered they were innumerable, but I

fhould only mention a few of the chief.

Sometimes the Ambition of Princes,

who never think they have Land or

People enough to govern: Sometimes

the Corruption of Ministers, who en-

gage their Mafter in a War, in order to

ftifle or divert the Clamor of the Sub-

je&s againfl: their evil Administration.

Difference in Opinions hath co.ft many
Millions of Lives: For inftance, whe^
ther Flejh be Bread^ or Bread be Flejh*

y

whether the Juice of a certain Berry

he Blood or Wine\ whether IVhiJlling

be
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be a Vice or a Virtue; whether it be

better to kifs a Toft, or throw it into

the Fire ; what is the beft Colour for

a Coat, whether black, white, red or

gray; and whether it fhoiild be long or

jhort, narrow or wide, dirty or clean,
\

with many more. Neither are any Wars

fp furious and bloody, or of fo long

Continuance, as thofe occafioned by Dif-

ference in Opinion, efpecially if it be in

things indifferent.

Sometimes the Quarrel between

two Princes is to decide which of them

fhall difpoffefs a third of his Domi-

nions, where neither of them pretend

to any Right. Sometimes one Prince

quarrelleth with another, for fear the

other fhould quarrel with him. Some-

times a War is entered upon, becaufe

the Enemy is too firong, and fometimes

becaufe he is too weak. Sometimes

our Neighbours want the things which
« we have, or have the things which

vye want \ and we both fight, till they
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take ours or give us theirs*—It is a

very juftifiable Caufe of War to invade

a Country after the People have been

wafted by Famine, deftroyed by Pefti-

lence, or embroiled by Factions among
themfelve§. It is juftifiable to enter in-

to War againft our neareft Ally, when
one of his Towns lies convenient for us,

or a Territory of Land, that would ren-

der our Dominions round and com-

pleat. If a Prince fends Forces into a

Nation, where the People are poor and

ignorant, he may lawfully put half of

(them to death, and make Slaves of the

reft, in order to civilize and reduce

them from their barbarous way of Liv-

ing. I is a very kingly, honourable,

:and frequent Practice, when one Prince

defires the Afliftance of another to fe-

cure him againft an Invafion, that the

Affiftant, when he hath driven out thq

Invader, fhould feize on the Domi-
nions himfelf, and kill, imprifon'or ba-

nifli the Prince he came to relieve.

Alliance by Blood or Marriage, is a

frequent
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frequent Caufe of War between Princes,

and the nearer the Kindred is, the.grea-

ter is their Difpofition to quarrel: Foor
Nations are hungry, and rich Nations

are proud, and Pride and Hunger will

ever be at variance. For thofe Reafons
?

the Trade of a Soldier is held the moft

honourable of all others : Becaufe a

Soldier is a Taboo hired to kill in cold

Blood as many of his own Species, who
have never offended him, as poflibly he

can.

There are likewife ariother kind of

Princes in Europe, not able to make
War by themfelves, who hire out their

Troops to richer Nations, for fo much
a Day to each Man ; of which they

keep three fourths to themfelves, and it'

is the beft Part of their Maintenance
; #

fuch are thofe in many Northern Parts

of Europe.

What you have told me, (faid my
Mafter) upon the SubjeQ: of War, does

indeed
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indeed difcover moft admirably the Ef-

feds of that Reafon you pretend to :

However, it is happy that the Shame is

greater than the 1)anger ; and that Na-
ture hath left you utterly uncapable of

doing much Mifchief

Tor your Mouths lying flat with

ypur Faces, you can hardly bite each o-

ther to any purpofe, unlefs by Confent.

Then as to the Claws upon your Feet

before and behind, they are fo fhort and

tender that one of our Taboos would

drive a dozen of yours before him. And
therefore in recounting the Numbers of

thofe who have been killed in Battle, I

cannot but think that you have faidthe

thing that is not>

I could not forbear fhaking my
tlead, gnd fmiling a little at his Igno-

rance. And being no Stranger to the

Art of War, I gave him a Defcription

of Cannons, Culv.erins, Muskets, Cara-

bines, Piftols, Bullets, Powder, Swords,

Bayonets,,
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Bayonets , Sieges , Retreats, Attacks

,

Undermines, Countermines, Bombard-

ments, Sea-fights; Ships funk with a

thoufand Men, twenty Thoufand kil-

led on each Side; dying Groans, Limbs
flying in the Air, Smoak, Noife, Confu-

fion, trampling to death under Horfes

Feet ; Flight, Purfuit, ,
Vi&ory ; Fields

ftrewed with' Carcafes left for Food to

Dogs, and Wolves, and Birds of Prey

;

Plundering, Stripping, Ravifhing, Burn-

ing, and Deftroying. And to kt forth

the Valour of my own dear Country-

men, I allured him, that I had feen them
blow up a hundred Enemies at once in

a Siege, and as many in a Ship, and be-

held the dead Bodies come down in

pieces from the Clouds, to the great

Diverfion of the Spe&ators.

I was going on to more particulars,

when my Matter commanded me Si-

lence., He faid , whoever understood

the Nature of Taboos might eafily be-

lieve it poflible for fo vile an Animal^

to
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to be capable of every A&ion I had
named, if their Strength and Cunning
equalled their Malice. But as my Dif-

courfe had increafed his Abhorrence of

the whole Species, fo he found he gave

him a Difturbance in his Mind, to

which he was wholly a Stranger before.

He thought his Ears being ufed to

fuch abominable Words, might by De-
grees admit them with lefs Deteftation.

That although he hated the Taboos of
tliis Country, yet he no more blamed

them for their odious Qualities^ than

he did a Gnnayb (a Bird of Prey) for

its Cruelty, or a fharp Stone for cutting

my Hoof. But when a Creature pre-

tending to Reafon, could be capable

of fuch Enormities, he dreaded left the

Corruption of that Faculty might be

worfe than Brutality it felf. He feemed

therefore confident, that inftead ofRea-

fon, we were only pofTefTed of fome

-Quality fitted to increafe our natural

Vices ; as the Reflection from a trou-

bled Stream returns the Image of an

ill-
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M-mapen Body, not only larger; but

more dijiorted*

He added, That he had heard too

much upon the fubjeft of War, both

in this, and fome former Difcourfes.

There was another point which a lit-

tle perplexed him at prefent. I had in-

formed him, that fome of our Crew

left their Country on account of being

ruined by Law; that I had already

explained the meaning of the Word
;

but he was at a lofs how it fhould come

to pafs, that the Law which was in-

tended for every Man's prefervation,

fhould be any Man's ruin. Therefore

he defired to be farther fatisfied what I

meant by Law, and what fort of Dif-

penfers thereof it could be by whofe

practices the Property of any Perfon

could be loft, inftead of being prefer-

ved. He added, he law not what great

occafion there could be for this thing

called Law, fince all the Intentions and

Purpofes of it may be fully anfwered

by
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By following the Dictates of Nature
and Reafon, which are fufficient Guides

for a reafonable Animal, as we pre-

tended to be, in fhewing us what we
ought to do, and what to avoid.

I assured his Honour, that Law
was a Science wherein I had not much
converfed, having little more Know-
ledge of it than what I had obtained

b} employing Advocates, in vain, upon

fome Injuftices that h?d been done me
?

and by converging with fome others

who bv trie fame method had fifft: loft

their Subftance, and then left then own
Country under the mortification of fuch

Difappointments, however I would give

him all the Satisfaction I was able.

I said, That thofe who made pro-

feflion of this Science were exceedingly

multiplied, * being almoft equal to the

Caterpillars in number ; that they were

t)f divers Degrees, DiftincUons, and

Denominations. The
s
numeroufnefs of

thofe
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thofe that dedicated themfelves to this

Profeffion were fuch that the fair and

juftifiable Advantage and Income of the

Profeffion- was not fufficient for the

decent and handfome Maintenance of

multitudes of thofe who followed it.

. Hence it came to pafs that it was found

needful to fupply that by Artifice and

Cunning, which could not be procured

by ) aft and honeft methods : The better

to bring which about, very many Men
among us were bred up from their

Youth in the Art of proving by Words
multiplied for the purpofe that white

is blacky and black is white, according

as they are paid. The greatnefs of

thefe Mens Affurance and the Boldnefs

of their Pretentions gained upon the

Opinion of the Vulgar, whom in a

; manner they made Slaves of, and got

into their hands much the larger Share

."of thepra&ice of their Profeffion. Thefe

: Pra&itioners were by Men of difcern-

ment called Pettifoggers, (that is, Con-

founders
y
or rather*JDeflro)ers of Right 5)
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as it was my ill hap, as well as the

misfortune of my fuffering Acquain-

tance, to be engaged only with this fpe- /

cies of the ProfefTion. I defifed his Ho-

nour to underftand the defcription I

had to give, and the ruin I had com-

plained of, to relate to thefe Se&aries.

only, and how and by what means the

Misfortunes we met with were brought

upon us by the management of thefe

Men, might be more eafily conceived

by explaining to him their method of

proceeding, which could not be better

done than by giving him an Example.

My Neighbour, faid I, I will fuppofe,

has a mind to my Cow, he hires oneofthele

Advocates to prove that he ought to hate

my Cow from me. Imuft then hire ano-

ther ofthem to defendmy Right, it being

againft all rules of Law that any Man
ftiould be allowed to fpeak for himfelfi

Now in this cafe, I who am the right

Owner lie under two great Difadvan-

tages* Firft, my Advocate, being as I

faid

8
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faid before pra&ifed almoft frofji his

Cradle in defending Falfhood, is quite

out of his Element when he would ar7

gue for Right, which as an Office un-

natural he attempts with great Awk*
wardnefs, if not with an Ill-will. The
fecond Difadvantage is that my Advo-
cate muft proceed with great Caution

;

for, fince the Maintenance of fo many
depend on the keeping up of Bufinefs,

Jhould he proceed too fummarily, if he

does not incur the Difpleafure of his Su-

periors, he is fure to gain the IlWiU
and Hatred of his Brethren, as being

by them efteemed one that would [let

fen the Practice of the Law. This be-

ing the Cafe, I have but two Methods
to preferve my Cow. The firft is, to

gain over my Adverfary's Advocate

with a double Fee • from the Mannet
and Defign of whofe Education before

mentioned it is eafy to expert he will

be induced to drop his Client, and let

the Balance fall to my Side. The fe-

cond Way h for my Advocate not to

Vol. IL R UM
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irifift on the Juftice of my Caufe, b?
allowing the Cow to belong to my AcU
verfary ; and this if it be dexteroufly

and skilfully ddne will go a great Way
towards obtaining a favourable Verdi&y

it having been found, from a careful

Obfefvation of Iffues and Events, that

the wrong Side, under the Management

of fuch Pra&itioners, has the fairer

Chance for fticcefs, and this more es-

pecially if it happens, as it did in mine

and my Friend's Cafe, and may have

done fince, that the Perfon appointed

to decide all Controverfies of Propriety

as well as for the Tryal of Criminals,

who fhould be taken out of the moft

knowing and wife of his Prdfeffion, is

by the Recommendation of a great

Favburite, or Court-Miftrefs chofen out

of the Se£t before mentioned, and fo,

having been under a ftrange Biafs all

hi$ Life againft Equity and fair dealing,

lies as it were under a fatal Nfeceflity

of favouring, fhifting, double dealing

and . oppreffton , and befides through

Age,
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Age, Infirmity, and Diftempers grown

lazy, unactive, and inattentive, and

thereby almoft incapacitated from do-

ing any thing becoming the Nature of

his Employment, and the Duty of his

Office. In fuch Cafes, the Decisions and

Determinations of Men fo bred, and

fo qualified, may with Reafon be ex-

pected on the wrong Side of the Caufe,

fince thofe who can take Harangue

and Noife, ( if purfued with Warmth,

and drawn out into a Length,) for rea-

foning, are not much to be wonder-

ed at, if they infer the Weight of the

Argument from the Heayinefs of the

Pleading,

It is a Maxim among thefe Men,
That whatever has been done before

may legally be done again : And there-

fore they take fpecial Care to record

all the Decifions formerly made, even
' thofe which have through Ignorance or

Corruption contradicted the Rules of

common Juftice, and the general Rea-

R 2 fon
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fon ofMankind; Thefe, under the Name
of Precedents, they produce as Autho-*

rities, and thereby endeavour to juftify

the moft iniquitous Opinions ; and they

are fo lucky in this Practice, that it rare-

ly fails of Decrees anfwerable to their

Intent mid Expectation.

In pleading, they ftudioufly avoid

entring into the Merits of the Caufe
j

but are loud, violent and tedious in

dwelling upon all Circumjlances which

are not to the Purpofe. For Inftance,

In the Cafe already mentioned; they

iiever defire to know what Claim or

Title my Adverfary had to my Cow,

but whether the faid Cow were red

or blacky her Horns long or fhort

;

whether the Field I graze her in be

round or fquare, whether fhe was
milked at hQnje or abroad, what Di-

feafes file is fubjeft to, and the like
;

after which they confult "Precedents, ad-

journ the Caufe
>
from time to time,

and
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and in ten, twenty, or thirty Years,,

come to an Iflue.

It is likewife to b£ obferved, that

this Society hath a peculiar , Cant and

Jargon of their own,, that no other

Mortal can underftand, and wherein all

their Laws are written, which they

take fpecial Care to multiply ; where-

by they have gone near to confound
the very Effence of Truth and Falfe-

hood, of Right and Wrong; fo that it

may take thirty Years to decide whe-
ther the Field, left me by my Ance-

ftors for fix Generations, belongs to me
or to a Stranger three hundred Miles

off.

In the Tryal of Perfons accufed for

Crimes againft the State, the Method is

much more fhort and commendable:

For if thofe in Power, who know well

how to chufe Inftruments fit for their

Purpofe, take care to recommend and

promote out of this Clan a proper Per-

il 3 ton,
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fon, his Method of Education and Pra-

ctice makes it eafy to hirn, when his

Patron's Difpofition is underftood, with-

out Difficulty or Study either to con-

demn or acquit the Criminal, and at the

fame time ftri&ly preferve all due Forms
of^aw.

Here my Matter interpofing faid it

was a Pity, that Creatures endowed

with fuch prodigious Ablilities of Mind
as thefe Advocates by the Defcription

I gave of them muft certainly be, were

not rather encouraged to be Inftruc-

tors of others in Wifdom and Know-
ledge. In anfw.er to which I allured

his Honour that the Bufinefs and Stu-

dy of their own Calling and Profef-

fion fo took up all their Thoughts and

cngrpffed all their Time, that they mind-

ed nothing elfe, and that therefore, -in

all points out of their own Trade, ma-

ny of them were of fo great Ignorance

and Stupidity, that it was hard to pick

out of any Profejfion a Generation of

Men
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Men more defpicable in common Con-

verfation, or who were fo much looked

iupon as avowed Enemies to all Know-
ledge and Learning, being equally dif-

pofed to pervert the general reafon of

Mankind in every other fubje£t of Dif-

£<xurfe, as in that of their own calling.

JM CHAP.
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C HA P. VI.

A Continuation of the State of Eng-

land ; fo well governed by a Gfaeen as

to need no firfl Minifier. The Character

effuch an one in fome European Courts.

MY Mafter was yet wholly at a

lofs to uncterftand what Mo-
tive could incite this Race of Law-
yers to perplex, difquiet, and weary

themfelves, and engage in a Confedera-

cy of Injuftice, merely for the fake of

injuring their Fellow-Animals ; neither

could he comprehend what I meant in

faying they did it for Hire. Where-

upon I was at much pains to defcribe

to him the ufe of Money, the Mate-

rials it w^ made of, and the value

of
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of the Metals, that when a Tahoo had

got a great ftore of this precious Sub-

ftance, he was able to purchafe what-

ever he had a mind to, the fineft Cloath-

ing, the nobleft Houfes, great Tracls

of Land, the moft coftly Meats and

Drinks, and have his choice of the

moft beautiful Females. Therefore

fince Money alone, was able to perform

all thefe feats, our Taboos thought,

they could never have enough of it

to fpend or to fave, as they found

themfelves inclined from their natural

bent either to Profufion or Avarice.

That the rich Man enjoyed the fruit

of the poor Man's Labour, and the lat-

ter were a thouland to one in propor-

tion to the former. That the bulk of

our People were forced to live mifera-

,bly, by labouring every Day for fmall

Wages to make a few live plentifully.

I enlarged myfelf much on thefe and
many other particulars to the fame pur-
pofe : But his Honour was frill to
leek : For he went upon a fuppofition

that
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that all Animals had a title to their

fhare in the Productions of the Earth,

and efpecially thofe who prefided over

the reft. Therefore he defired I would

let him know, what thefe coftly Meats

were, and how any of us happened to

want them. Whereupon I enumerated

as many forts as came into my head,

with the various methods of dreffing

them, which could not be done withr

out fending Veffels by Sea to every

part of the World, as well for Liquors
to drink, as for Sauces, and innumeral

t>le other Conveniences. I affured him,

that this whole Globe of Earth inufb

be at leaft three times gpne round, be-

fore one of our better female Taboos

could get her Breakfaft, or a Cup to

put it in. He faid, That muft needs

be a miferable Country which cannot

furnifh Food for ks own Inhabitants.

But what he chiefly wondered at, was,

how fuch vaft tra&s of Grounds as I

tfefcribed fharuld be wholly without

frejh Water^ and the People put to the

Necef-
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Necefllty of fending over the Sea for

Drink. I replied, that England (the

dear Place of my Nativity) was com-

puted to produce three times the quan-

tity of Food, more than its Inhabitants

are able to confume, as well as Liquors

extra&ed from Grain, or preffed out of

the Fruit of certain Trees, which made
excellent Drink, and the lame Propor-

tion in every other Convenience of

Life* But in -order to feed the Luxury

and Intemperance of the Males, and the

Vanity of the Females, we fent away

the greateft Part of our neceffary Things

to other Countries, from whence in re-

turn we brought the Materials of Difea-

fes, Folly and Vice, to fpend among
ourfelves. Hence it follows of Necefll-

ty, that vaftJSIumbers of our People are

compelled to feek their Livelihood by

Begging, Robbing, Stealing, Cheating,

Pimping, Forfwearing, Flattering, Su-

borning, Forging, Gaming, Lying,

Fawning, He&oring, Voting, Scribling,

Stargazing, Poyfoning, Whoring, Cant-

6

^ ~ .^



238. ^Voyage to

ing, Libelling, Free-thinking, and the

like Occupations : Every one of which
Terms, I was at much Pains to make
him understand.

That Wine was not imported a-

mong us from foreign Countries, to fup-

ply the want ofWater or other Drinks,

but becaufe it was a fort ofLiquid which
made us merry, by putting us out of

our Senfes; diverted all melancholy

Thoughts, begat wild extravagant Ima-

ginations in the Brain , raifed our

Hopes, and banifhed our Fears, fu-

fpended every Office of Reafon for a

time, and deprived us of the Ufe ofour

Limbs, till we fell into a profound Sleep

;

although it muft be confeffed, that we
always awaked fick and difpirited, and

that the Ufe of this Liquor filled us with

Difea'fes, which made our Lives uncom-

fortable and fhort.

But befide all this, the Bulk of our

People fupported themfelves by furnifh-

iag
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ing the Neceffities and Conveniencies of

Life to the Rich, and to each other.

For inftance, when I am at home and

drefled as I ought to be, I carry on my
Body the Workmanfhip; of an hundred

Tradefmen ; the Building and Furniture

of my Houfe employ as many more,

and five times the Number to adorn

my Wife.

I was going on to tell him of another

fort of People, who get their Liveli-

hood by-attending the Sick, having up-

on fome occafions informed his Honour
that many of my Crew had died of Dif-

eafes. But here it was with the utmoft:

Difficulty , that I brought him to appre-

hend what I meant. He could eafily

conceive, that a Houyhnhnm grew weak
- and heavy a few Days before his Death,

or by fome Accident might hurt aLimb.

But that Nature, who works all things

to Perfe&ion, ihould fufFer any Pains

to breed in our Bodies, he thought it

impomble, and defired to know the

reafon
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reafon of fo unaccountable an Evil. I

told him, we fed on a thousand Things
which operated the one contrary to each

other; that we eat when we were not

hungry, and drank without the Provo-

cation of Thirft; That we fate whole
Nights drinking ftrong Liquors with*

out eating a Bit, which difpofed us to

Sloth, enflamed our Bodies, and preci-

pitated or prevented Digeftion. That
proftitute 'Female Taboos acquired a

certain Malady, which bred Rottennefs

in the i Bones of thofe, who fell into

their Embraces; That this and many
other ( Difeafes, were propagated from

Tather to Son,, fo that great Numbers
come into the World with complicated

Maladies upon them ; that it would be

endlefs to give him a Catalogue of all

Difeafes incident to humane Bodies ; for

they could not be fewer than five or fix

hundred, fpread over every Limb, and

Joynt; in fhort, every Part, external

and inteftine, having Difeafes appropria-

ted to them. To remedy which, there

was
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Was a fort of People bred up among us,

in the Profeffion or Pretence of curing

the Sick. And becaufe I had fome

Skill in the Faculty, I would in Gra-

titude to his Honour, let him know tfye

whole Myftery and Method by which

they proceed.

Their Fundamental is, That all

Difeafes arife from Repletion , frorrt

whence they conclude, that a great

Evacuation of the Body is neceffary
?

either through the natural Paffage, or

upwards at the Mouth. Their next

Bufinefs is, from Herbs, Minerals,

Gums, Oyls, Shells, Salts, Juices, Seat

Weed, Excrements, Barks of Trees,

Serpents, Toads, Frogs, Spiders, dead

Mens Fleih and Bones, Beafts andFiflies,

to form- a Compofition for Smell and

Tafte the molt abominable, naufeous

and deteftable, they can pofTibly con-

trive, which the Stomach immediately

reje&s with loathing; and this they

call a Vomit \ or elfe from the fame

Store.-
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Store-houfe, with fome other poyfonous

Additions, they command us to take in

at the Orifice above or below, (juft as

the Phyfician then happens to be difpo-

fed) a Medicine equally annoying and

difguftful to the Bowels v which re-

laxing the Belly, drives down all before

it, and this they call a Targe, or a Gljjier.

For Nature (as the Phyficians alledge)

having intended the fuperior anterior

Orifice only for the Intromiffion of So-

lids and Liquids, and the inferior for

Ejection, thefe Artifts ingenioufly con-

fidering, that in all Difeafes Nature is

forced out of her Seat ; therefore to re-

place her in it, the Body muft be treated

in a manner dire£tly contrary, by inter-

changing the Ufe of each Orifice, for-

cing Solids and Liquids in at the A-

nus, and making Evacuations at the

Mouth-

But, befides real Difeafes, we are

fubjeft to many that are only imagina-

ry, for which, the Phyficians have in-

vented
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vented imaginary Cures; thefe have

their feveral Names, and fo have the

Drugs that are proper for them, and

with thfefe our Female Taboos are al-

ways infefted.'

One great Excellency in this Tribe

is their Skill at Trognofticks^ wherein

they feldom fail; their Predictions in

real Difeafes, when they rife to any De-

gree ofMalignity, generally portending

'Deaths which is always in their Power
when Recovery is not : And therefore^

ii£on any unexpe&ed Signs of Airiend-

ment, after they have pronounced their

Sentence, rather than be accufed as falfe

Prophets , they know how to approve

their Sagacity to the World by a fea-

fonable Dofe;

They are likewifeof fpecial Ufe to

Husbands and Wives, who are grown

(

weary of their Mates, to eldeft Sonsy

to great Minifters of State, and often

to Princes.

Vol.11. S I HAD
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I had formerly upon occafion dif-

courfed with my Matter upon the Na-
ture of Government in general, and par*

ticularly of our own excellent Conjlitu-

tion^ defervedly the Wonder and Envy
of the whole World. But having here

accidentally mentioned a Minijler of
State\ he commanded me fome time af-

ter to inform him, what Species of Ta-

boos I particularly meant by that Ap-
plication.

I told him, that our She Governor

or Queen having no Ambition to gra-

tify, no Inclination to latisfy of extend-

ing her Power to the Injury of her

Neighbours, or the Prejudice of her

own Subjects, was therefore fo far from

needing a corrupt Miniftry to carry on

or cover any finifter Defigns, that ihe

not only directs her own Actions to

the Good of her People, conducts them

by the Direftion, and reftrains them

within the Limitation of the Laws of

8 her
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her own Country; but fubmits the Be-

haviour and A£ts of thofe fhe intrufts

with the Adminiftration of her Affairs

to the Examination of her great Coun-
cil, and fubje£ts them to the Penalties

of the Law ; and therefore never puts

any fuch Confidence in any of her Sub-

jects as to entruft them with the whole

and entire Adminiftration of her Af-

fairs : But I added, that in fome former

Reigns here, and in many other Courts

of Europe now, where Princes grew
indolent and carelefs of their own Af-

fairs through a conftant Love and Pur-

fuit ofPleafure, they made ufeoffuch

an Adminiftrator, as I had mentioned,

under the Title of firfi. or chief Mi-
nijter of State, the Defcription of

which, as far as it may be collected

flot only from their AQions, but from

the Letters, Memoirs, and Writings

publifhed by themfelves, the Truth of

, which has not yet been difputed, may
be allowed to be as follows : That he

is a Perfon wholly exempt from Joy

S z and
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and Grief, Love and Hatred, Pity and

Anger ; at leaft makes ufe of no other

Paffions but a violent Defire of Wealthy

Power and Titles ; That he never telb

Words to all Ufes, except to the Indi-

cation of his Mind; That he never tells

a Truth ; but with an Intent that you
fhould take it for a Lye; nor a Lyey

but with a Defign that you fhould take

it for a Truth \ That thofe he fpeaks

worft of behind their Backs, are in the

fureft Way to Preferment ; and when-

ever he begins to praife you to others

or to yourfelf, you are from that Day
forlorn. The worft Mark you can re-

ceive is a Trornife, efpecially when it is

confirmed with an Oath; after which

every wife Man retires, and gives over

all Hopes.

There are three Methods by which

a Man may rife to be chief Minifter:

The firft is, by knowing how with Pru-

dence to difpofe of a Wife, a Daughter,

or a Sifter: The fecond,, by betraying or

under-
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undermining his Predeceffor: And the

third is by a furious Zeal in publick

Affemblies againft the Corruptions of

the Court. But a wife Prince would ra-

ther chufe to employ thofe who prao

tife the laft of thefe Methods ; becaufe

fuch Zealots prove always the moll ob-

fequious and fubfervient to the Wiii

and Paflions of their .Matter, That
thefe Minifters having ail Employments
at their Difpofal, preferve themfelves in

Power by bribing the Majority of a

Senate or great Council ; and at laft by
an Aft of Indemnity (whereof I de-

fcribed the Nature to him) they fecured

themfelves from After-reckonings, and

retired from the Publick, laden with

the Spoils of the Nation.

The Palace of a Chief Minifter, is

a Seminary to breed up others in his

own Trade: The Pages, Lacquies, and
Porter, by imitating their Mafter, be-

come Minifiers of State in their feve-

ral Diftri&s, and learn to excel in the

S 3 three
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three principal Ingredients , of Info-

lence, Lying, and Bribery. According-

ly, they have a Subaltern Court paid

to them by Perfons of the belt Rank,

and fometimes by the Force of Dexte-

rity and Impudence, arrive through fe-

veral Gradations to be Succeffors to

their Lord.

He is ufually governed by a de-

cayed Wench, or favourite Footman,

who are the Tunnels through which

all Graces are conveyed, and may
properly be called, in the Iaft Refort,
the Governors of the Kingdom.

One Day in Difcourfe my Mafter

having heard me mention the Nobi-

lity of my Country, was pleafed t^

make me a Compliment which I could

not pretend to deferve: That he was

dire, I muft have been born of fome

noble Fam ily, becaufe I far exceeded in

Shape, Colour, and Cleanlinefs, all the

Taboos
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Taboos of his Nation, although I feem-

ed to fail in Strength and Agility, which

muft be imputed to my different Way
of Living] from thofe other Brutes; and

befides, I was not only endowed with

the Faculty of Speech, but likewifewith

fome Rudiments of Reafon, to a Degree,

that with all his Acquaintance I paffed

for a Prodigy.

He made me obferve, that among
the Houyhnhnms, the IVhite, the Sor-

rel, and the Iron-grey, were not lb ex-

actly fhaped as the Bay, the ^Dapple-

grey, and the Black ; nor born with e-

qual Talents of the Mind, or a Capa-

city to improve them ; and therefore

continued always in the Condition of

Servants, without ever afpiring to match

-out of their own Race, which in that

Cotintry would be reckoned monftrous

and unnatural.

I made his Honour my mod hum-

ble Acknowledgments for the good

S 4 Opi-
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Opinion he was pleafed to conceive of

me ; but allured him at tliQ fame Time,

that my Birth was of the lower Sort,

having been born of plain honeft Pa-

rents, who were juft able to give me
a tolerable Education: That Nobility

among us was altogether a different

Thing from the Idea he had of it

;

That our young Noblemen are bred

from their Childhood in Idlenefs and

Luxury; that as foon as Years will per-

mit, they confume their Vigour, and

contract odious Difeafes among lewd

Females; and when their Fortunes are

almoft ruined, they marry fome Wo-
man of mean Birth, difagreeable Per-

fon, and unfound Conftitution, merely

for the Sake of Money, whom they

hate and defpife. That the Produ&ions

of fuch Marriages are generally fcro-

phulous, ricketty, or deformed Chil-

dren; by which means the Family fel-

dom continues above three Gene-

rations, unlefs the Wife takes Care

to provide a healthy Father among
her
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her Neighbours, or Acquaintance, in

order to improve and continue the

Breed, That a weak difeafed Body, a

meager Countenance, and fallow Com-
plexion, are no uncommon Marks of

a Great Man ; and a healthy robuft Ap-
pearance is fo |ar difgraceful in a Man
of Quality, that the World is apt to con-

clude his real Father to have been one

of the Inferiors of the Family, efpecial-

ly whefl it is feen that the Imperfe&ions

of his Mind run parallel with thofe of

his Body, and are little elfe than a Com-
petition of Spleen, Dulnefs, Ignorance^

Caprice, Senfuality, and Pride.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

The Author's great Love of his Na-
tive Country. His Mafter's Obfervations

upon the Conjiitution and Adminijiration

0/° England, as defcribed by the Author^

with parallel Cafes and Comparifons.

His Mafter's Obfervations upon Human
Nature.

THE Reader "may be difpofed to

wonder how I could prevail on

myfelf to give fo free a Reprefentation

of my own Species, among a Race of

Mortals who were already too apt to

conceive the vileft Opinion of human
Kind from that entire Congruity be-

twixt me and their Tahoos. But I muft

freely confefs, that the many Virtues of

thofe
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thofe excellent Quadrupeds placed in op-

pofite View to human Corruptions, had

fo far opened my Eyes, and enlightened

my Underftanding, that I began to view

the A&ions and Paflions of Man in a

very different Light, and to think the

Honour of my own kind not worth

managing; which, befides, it was im-

portable for me to do before a Perfon

of fo acute a Judgment as my Mafter,

who daily convinced me of a thoufand

Faults in myfelf, whereof I had not the

leaft Perception before, and which a-

mong us would never be numbered even

among human Infirmities, I had like-

wife learned from his Example an utter

Deteftation of all Falfehood or Difguife;

and Truth appeared fo amiable to me,

that I determined upon facrificing every

thing to it.

Let me deal fo candidly with the

Reader, as to confefs, that there was
yet a much ftronger Motive for the

Freedom I took in my Reprefentation

of
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of Things. I had not been a Year in

this Country, before I contra&ed fuch

a Love and Veneration for the Inhabit

tants, that I entered on a firm Refolu-

tion never to return to human Kind,

but to pafs the reft of my Life among
thefe admirable Houyhnhnms in the Con-
templation and Practice of every Vir-

tue; where I could have no Example
or Incitement to Vice. But it was de-

creed by Fortune, my perpetual Enemy,

that fo great a Felicity fhould not fall

to my lhare. However, it is now fome

Comfort to reflect, that in what I faid

of my Countrymen, I extenuated their

Faults as much as I durft before fo

ftrid an Examiner, and upon every Ar-

ticle, gave as favourable a Turn as the

Matter would bear, For, indeed, who
is there alive that will not be fwayed by

his Byafs and Partiality to the Place of

his Birth ?

I have related the Subftance of fe-.

veral Converfations I had with my
Maftsr,
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Mafter, during the greateft part of the

Time I had the Honour to be in his

fervice, but have indeed for Brevity fake

omitted much more* than is here fet

down.

When I had anfwered all his Que-

stions, and his Curiofity feemed to be

fully Satisfied ; he fent for me one Morn-
ing early, and commanding me to fit

down at fome diftance, (an Honour
which he had never before conferred

upon me) he faid, he had been very

ferioufly confidering my whole Story,

as far as it related both to myfelf and

my Country : That he looked upon us

as a fort of Animals to whofe fhare, by

what Accident he could not conje£ture,

fome fmall Pittance of Reafon had fal-

len, whereof we made no other Ufe

than by its Affiftance to aggravate our

natural Corruptions, and to acquire

new ones which Nature had not given

us, That we difarmed ourfelves of the

few Abilities fhe had beftowed, had

beea
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been very fuccefsful in multiplying our

original Wants, and feemed to fpend

our whole Lives in vain Endeavours to

fupply them by our own Inventions.

That as to myfelf, it was manifeft I

had neither the Strength or Agility of a

common Taboo, that I walked infirmly

on my hinder Feet, had found out a

contrivance to make my Claws of no

Ufe or Defence, and to remove the Hair

from my Chin, which was intended as a

fhelter from the Sun and the Weather.

Laftly, That I could neither run with

fpeed, nor climb Trees like my Brethren

(as he called them) the Taboos in this

Country.

That our Inftitutions of Govern-

ment and Law were plainly owing to

our grofs Defeats in Reafon, and by
confequence, in Virtue ; becaufe Reafon

alone is fufficient to govern a rational

Creature ; which was therefore a Cha-

racter we had no pretence to challenge,

even from the Account I had given of

my
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my own People, although he manifeftly

perceived, that in order to favour them,

I had concealed many Particulars, and

often /aid the thing which was not.

He was the more confirmed in this

opinion, becaufe he obferved, that as I

agreed in every Feature of my Body
with other Tahoos, except where it was
to my real Difadvantage in point of

Strength, Speed, and Activity, the fhort-

nefs of my Claws, and fome other par-

ticulars where Nature had no part ; fo

from the Reprefentation I had given

him ofour Lives, our Manners, and our

Actions, he found as near a refemblance

in the difpofition of our Minds. Hefaid
the Taboos were known to hate one ano-

ther more than they did any different

fpecies of Animals ; and the Pveafon ufu-

ally affigned, was, the Odioufnefs of

their own Shapes, which all could fee

in the reft, but none in themfelves. He
had therefore begun to think it not un-

wife in us to cover our Bodies, and by
that
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that Invention, conceal many of our

own Deformities from each other, which
would elfe be hardly fupportable. But,

he now found he had been miftaken,

and that the Diffentions of thofe Brutes

in his Country were owing to the

lame Caufe with ours, as I had defcri-

bed them. For, if (faid he) you throw

among five Taboos as much Food as

would be fufficient for fifty, they will,

inftead of eating peaceably, fall together

by the ears, each fingle one impatient

to have all to ttfelf\ and therefore a

Servant was ufually employed to ftand

by while they were feeding abroad^

and thofe kept at home were tied at a:

diftance from each other ; that if a

Cow died of Age or Accident, before

a Houyhnhnm could fecure it for his

own Taboos, thofe in the Neighbour-

hood would come in Herds to feize

it, and then would enfue fuch a Battle

as I had defcribed, with terrible Wounds
made by their Claws on both fides,

although they feldom were able to kill

one
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one another, for want of fuch conve-

nient Inftruments ofDeath, as we had

invented. At other times the like Bat-

tles have been fought between the Ta-

boos of feveral Neighbourhoods with-

out any vifible Caufe: Thole of one
Diftrift watching all Opportunities to

furprize the next before they are pre-

pared. But if they find their Project

hath mifcarryed, they return home, and

for want of Enemies, engage in what I

call a Civil War among themfelves.

That in fome Fields of his Coun-
try, there are certain jhining Stones

of feveral Colours, whereof the Taboos

are violently fond, and when Part of

thefe Stones is fixed in the Earth, as it

fometimes happeneth, they will dig

with their Claws for whole Days to get

them out, then carry them away, and

hide them by Heaps in their Kennels;

but ftill looking round with great Cau-
tion, for fear their Comrades fhould

find out their Treafure. My Mattel*

VolJL T faid,
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faid, he could never difcover the Rea*

fon of this unnatural Appetite, or how
thefe Stones could be of any Ufe to a

Taboo ; but now he believed it might

proceed from the fame Principle oiAvfr

•rice, which I had afcribed to Mankind;
that he had once, by way of Experi-

ment, privately removed a Heap of thefe

Stones from the Place where one of his

Taboos. had buried it: Whereupon, the

fordid Animal miffing his Treafure, by

his loud lamenting brought the whole

Herd to the Place, there miferably howl-

ed, then fell to biting and tearing the

reft, began to pine away, would neither

eat, nor fleep, nor work, till he or-

dered a Servant privately to convey the

Stones into the fame Hole, and hide them
as before ; which when his Taboo had

found, he prefently recovered his Spi-

rits and good Humour, but took care to

remove them to a better hiding Place,

and hath ever fince been a very fervice-

able Brute.

My
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M y Mafter farther aflured me;, wliicli

I alfo obferved myfejf, Tlr>t in the

Fields where the jhining Stones a-

bound, the fierceft and moft frequent

Battles are fought, occafioned by per-

petual Inroads of the Neighbouring

Taboos

He faid^ it was common whdn two
Taboos discovered fuch : a Sto:io in a

Field, and were contending which ; of

them Ihotild be the Proprietory a third

Would take the.Advantag ;, and carry

it away from them both; which my
Mafter would needs contend to have

fome kind of Refemblance with our

Suits at Law ; wherein I thought it

for our .Credit not to undeceive him;

fmce the Decifion he mentioned was

much more equitable than many De-
1 crees among us: Becaiife the Plaintiffand

"Defendant there loft nothing befid.es the

Stone they contended for, whereas our

Qourts. of Equity
y
would feldom have

T % dilmiffed
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difmiffed theCaufe while either of them
had any thing left.

M y Matter continuing his Difcoiirfe^

faid, There was nothing that rendered

the Taboos more odious, than their un*

diftinguifhing Appetite to devour eve-

ry thing that came in their Way, whe-

ther Herbs, Roots, Berries, the cor-

rupted Flefh of Animals, or all min-

gled together : And it was peculiar in

their Temper, that they were fonder of

what they could get by Rapine or

Stealth at a greater diftance, than much
better Food provided for them at home.

If their Prey held out, they would eat

till they were ready to burft, after

which Nature had pointed out to them

a certain Root that gave them a gene-

ral Evacuation.

There was alfo another kind of

Root veryjuicy, but fomewhat rare and

difficult to be found, which the Taboos

fought for with much Eagernefs, and
6 would
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would fuck it with great Delight ; and

it produced the fame Effe&s that Wine

hath upon us. It would make them

fometimes hug, and fometimes tear one

another, they would howl and grin, and

ehatter, and tumble, and then fall afleep

in the Dirt.

I d i d indeed obferve, that the Ta-

boos were the only Animals in this

Country fubjeft: to any Difeafes ; which

however, were much fewer than Horfes

have among us, and contracted not by

any Ill-treatment they meet with, but

by the Naftinefs and Greedinefs of that

fordid Brute. Neither has their Lan-

guage any more than a general Appel-

lation for thofe Maladies, which is bor-

rowed from the Name of the Beaft, and

called Hnea-Tahoo or the Taboo's-Evil,

and the Cure prefcribed is a Mixture
of their own T>ung and

r
Orine forcibly

put down the Tahoo\ Throat. This I

have fince often taken myfelf, and do

freely recommend it to my Country-

T 3 men*
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trien for the publick Good, as an admi-

rable Specifick agaift all Difeafes pro-

duced by Repletion.

As to Learning, Government, Arts,

Manufactures, and the like, my Maftec

confefled he could find little or no re-

femblance between the Taboos of that

Country and thofe in ours* For, he on-

ly meant to obferve what Parity there

was in our Natures. He had heard in-

4eed fome curious Houyhnhnms obferve.,

that in moft Herds there was a fort of

ruling Taboo, (as among us there is ge-

nerally fome leading or principal Stag m
a Park) who was always more deformed

in Body, and mifchievous in TUfpofition,

than any of the reft. That this Leader

had ufually a Favourite as like himfelf

as he could get, whofe Employment

was to li(;k his Moffer's Feet and Tojlc-

riors, and drive the female Yahoos to

his Kennel \ for which he was now and

then rewarded with a piece of Afs's

Flefh. This Favourite is hated by the

whole
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whole Herd, and therefore to protefjt

himfelf, keeps always near the 'Per/on

of his Leader. He ufually continues in

office till a worfe can be found ; but the

very Moment he is difcarded, hjs Sue-

ceflbr, at the Head of all the Taboos in

that Diftrict, young and old, male and

female, come in a Body, and difcharge

their Excrements upon him from head

to foot. But how far this might be ap-

plicable to our Court

s

y and Favourites^

and Minijiers of State, my Mafter faid

J could beft determine,

I durst make no return to this ma-

licious Infinuation, which debafed hu-

man Underftanding below the Sagacity

of a common Hound, who has Judgment
enough to diftinguifh and follow the

. cry ofthe ableft T>og in the $ack, with-,

put being ever miftaken,

My Mafter told me, there were

fome Qualities remarkable in the Ta-

boos
y
which he had not obferved me tb

T 4 m^ntjQa
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mention, or at leaft very (lightly, in the;

Accounts I had given him of human
Kind ; he faid, Thofe Animals, like o-

ther Brutes, had their Females in com-^

mon ; but in this they differed, that the

Shz-Taboo would admit the Male, while

flie was pregnant, and that the Hees

would quarrel and fight with Females

as fiercely as with each other. Both

which Pra&ices were fuch degrees of

Brutality, that no other fenfitive Crea-*

ture ever arrived at.

Another thing he wondered at in

the Taboosr was their ftrange Difpo-

fition to Naftinefs. and Dirt, whereas

there appears to be a natural love of

Cleanlinefs in all other Animals. As
to the two former Accufations, I was

glad to let them pais without any Re-

ply, becaufe I had not a Word to of-

fer upon them in defence of my Spe-

ciesr which otherwife I certainly had

done from my own Inclinations. But

I could have eafily vindicated human
Kind
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Kind from the Imputation of Singula-

rity upon the Article, if there had been

any Swine in that Country, (as un-

luckily for me there were not) which

although it may be a Jweeter Quadru-

ped than a Taboo, cannot I humbly
conceive in Juftice pretend to more

Cleanlinefs ; and fo his Honour himfelf

muft have owned, if he had feen their

filthy way of feeding, and their cuftom

of wallowing and fleeping in the

Mud.

My Mafter likewife mentioned an-

other Quality which his Servants had

difcovered in feveral Taboos, and to him
was wholly unaccountable. He faid, a

Fancy would fometimes take & Taboo, to

retire into a Corner, to lie down and

,howl, and groan, and fpurn away all

that came near him, although he were

young and fat, wanted neither Food
nor Water ; nor could the Servants

imagine what could poflibly ail him.

And the only Remedy they found, was
to
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to fet him to hard work, after which he

would infallibly come to himfelf. To
this I was filent out of partiality to my
own Kind

;
yet here I could difcover

the true Seeds of Spleen, which only
feizeth on the Lazy, the Luxurious,

and the Rich; who, if they were forced

to undergo the fame Regimen, I would
Undertake for the cure.

His Honour had further obferved,

that a Vemiie-Taboo would often ftand

behind a Bank or Bufh, to gaze on

the young Males palling by, and then

appear, and hide, ufing many ahtick

Geftures and Grimaces, at which time

it was obferved, that fhe had a moft

fffen/rve Smell-, and when any of the

Males advanced, would flowly retire,

looking often back, and with a counter-

feit fhew ofFear, run off into Tome con-

venient Place where fhe knew the Male

would follow her.

A?
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Ax other times if a Female. Stran-

ger came among them, three or four of

Her own Sex would get about her, and,

{tare and chatter, and grin, and fmell

her all over, and then turn off with

Geftures that feemed to exprefs Qon-

tempt and Pifdain.

Perhaps my Matter might refine

a little in thefe Speculations, which he

had drawn from what he obferved him-

felf, or had been told him by others;

However, I could not refleQ: without

fome Amazement and much Sorrow,

that the Rudiments of Lewdnejs, Co-

quetry, Cenfure, and Scandal, fliould

have place by Inftind in Woman-
kind,

I expected every Moment, that

my Matter would accufe the Taboos

'of thofe unnatural Appetites in both
Sexes, fo common among us. But
Nature, it feems, hath not been fo ex-

pert
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pert a School-miftrefs ; and thefe politer

Pleafures are entirely the Produ&ions

of Art and Reafon, on our fide of the

Globe.

CHA Pv
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CHAP. VIII.

The Author relates feveral Tarticu*

lars of the Yahoos. The great Virtues

t>f the Houyhnhnms. The Education

and Exercifes of their Touth* Their

general' Ajfembly.

AS I ought to have underftood

humane Nature much better

than I fuppofed it poffible for my
Mafter to do, fo it was eafy to apply

the Character he gave of the Taboos to

myfelf and my Countrymen, and I

. believed I could yet make farther

Difcoveries from my own Obferva-

tion. I therefore often begged his

Favour to let me go among the

Herds of Taboos in the Neighbour-

hood, to which he always very gra-

cioufly
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tioufly confented, being perfe&ly con-

vinced, that the Hatred I bore thofe

^
Brutes, would never fuffer me to be cor-

rupted by them; and his Honour or-

dered one of his Servants, a ftrong

forrel Nag, Very honeft and good-na-

tured, to be my Guard, without whofe
Protection I durft not undertake fuch

Adventures.. For I have already told

the Reader how much I was peftered

with thofe odious Animals upon my
firft Arrival : And I afterwards failed

very narrowly three or four times of

falling into their Clutches^ when I Hap-

pened to {tray at any Diftance without

my Hanger* And I have reafon to be-

lieve they had fome Imagination that I

was of their own Species, which I of.

ten affifted myfelf, by {tripping up my
Sleeves, and mewing my naked Arms

and Breaft in their fight, when mf £ro-

te£tor was with me. At which times.they

would approach as near as they durfV,

and imitate my AQ: ions after, the mart-

. ner of Monkeys, but ever with great

figns
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figns of Hatred, as a tame JackSDaty

with Cap and Stockings, is always per*

fecuted by the wild ones, when he hap-

pens to be got among them.

They are prodigioufly nimble from

their Infancy; however^ I once caught

a young Male of three Years old, and

endeavoured by all Marks of Tender-

nefs to make it quiet; but the little

Imp fell a-fqualling, and fcratching, and

biting with fuch Violence, that I was

forced to let it go, and it was high

time, for a whole Troop of old ones

came about us at the Noife, but finding

the Cub wasfafe, (for away it ran) and

my forrel Nag being by, they durfl not

venture near us. I obferved the young

Animal's Flefh to fmell very rank, and the

{link was fomewhat between a PPeafel

and. a Foxy but much more difagreeable.

I forgot another Circumftance (and per-

haps I might have the Reader's Par-

don, if it were wholly omitted) that

while I held the odious Vermin in my
1 Hands,
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Hands, it voided its filthy Excrements

of a yellow liquid Subftance, all over

my Cloaths; but by good Fortune there

Was a fmall Brook hard by, where I

wafhed myfelf as clean as I could, al-

though I durft not come into my Ma-
iler's Prefence, until I were fufficiently

airedi

By what I could difcover, the Taboos

appear to be the moft unteachable of all

Animals, their Capacities never reach-

ing higher than to draw or carry Bur-

thens. Yet I am of Opinion, this De-

fect arifeth chiefly from a perverfe, re-

ftive Difpofition. For they are cun-

ning, malicious, treacherous and re-

vengeful They are ftrong and hardy^

but of a cowardly Spirit, and by con-

Tequence, infolent, abje£t, and cruel.

It is obferved, that the Red-haired of

both Sexes are more libidinous and

mifchievous than the reft, whom yet

they much exceed in Strength and Acti-

vity.

The



the Houyhnhnms. t7J

The Houyhnhnms keep the Taboos

for prefent ufe in Huts not far from

the Houfe; but the reft are fent abroad

to certain Fields, where they dig up

Roots, eat feveral kinds of Herbs, and

fcratch about for Carrion^ or fometimes

catch fVeafels and Luhimuhs (a fort of

wild RatJ which they greedily devour*

Nature hath taught them to dig deep

Holes with their Nails on the fide of a

rifing Ground, where they lie by them-

felves, only the Kennels of the Females

are larger, fufHcient to hold two or three

Cubs.

They fwim from their Infancy like

Frogs, and are able to continue long

under Water, where they often take

Fifh, which the Females carry home to

their Young* And upon this Occafion,

I hope the Reader will pardon my re-

lating an odd Adventure.

Vol.11. U Being
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Being one Day abroad with my
Prote&or, the forrel Nag, and the Wea-
ther exceeding hot, I entreated him to

let me bathe in a River that was near.

lie confented, and I immediately {trip-

ped myfelf ftark naked, and went down
fbftly into the Stream. It happened

that a young Female Taboo ftanding be-

hind a Bank, faw the whole proceeding^

and enfiamed by Defire, as the Nag and

I corije&ured, came running with all

fpecd, and leaped into the Water with-

in five Yards ofthe Place where I bath-

ed. I was never in my Life fo terribly

frighted ; the Nag was grazing at fome

diftance, not fufpe&ing any harm. She

embraced me after a moll fulfome man-

ner \ I roared as loud as I could, and

the Nag came gallopping towards me,

whereupon fhe quitted her Grafp, with

the utmoft Reluctancy, and leaped up-

on the oppofite Bank, where fhe ftood

gazing, and howling all the time I was

putting on my Cloaths.

This
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This was matter of Diverfion to

my Matter and his Family, as well as!

Of Mortification to myfelfi For now
I could no longer deny that I was a

real Taboo, in every Limb and Feature^

fince the Females had a natural Pro-

penfity to me as one of their own
Species : Neither was the Hair of this

Brute of a red Colour, (which might

have been fome Excufe for an Appetite

a little irregular) but black as a Sloe,;

and her Countenance did not make
an Appearance altogether fo hideous

as the reft of the Kind; for I thinly

fhe could not be above eleven Years

old.

Having lived three Years in this

^Country, the Reader, I fuppofe, will

expeQ:, that I fhould, like other Tra-
vellers, give him fome Account of the

Manners and Cuftoms of its Inhabi-

tants, which it was indeed my princi-

pal Study to learn.

XJ 2, As
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As thefe noble Houyhnhnms are en-

dowed by Nature with a general Dif-

pofition to all Virtues, and have no
Conceptions or Ideas of what is evil

in a rational Creature,, fo their grand

Maxim is, to cultivate Reafai, and to

be wholly governed by it* Neither is

Reafon among them a Point Proble-

matical as with us, where Men can ar-

gue with Plaufibility on both fides of

a Queftion; but ftrikes you with im-

mediate Convi&ion; as it muft needs

do where it is not mingled, obfcured,

or difcoloured by Paflion and Intereft.

I remember it was with extreme Dif-

ficulty that I could bring my Mailer

to underftand the meaning of the Word
Opinion, or how a Point could be dif-

putable; becaufe Reafon taught us to

affirm or deny only where we are cer-

tain; and beyond our Knowledge we
cannot do either. So that Controver-

fies, Wranglings, Difputes, and Pofi-

tivenefs in falfe or dubious Propofitions*

are
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are Evils unknown among the Houy-

hnhnms. In the like manner when I

ufed to explain to him our feveral Sy-

ftems of Natural Thilofofihy, he would
laugh that a Creature pretending to

Reafon fhould value itfelf upon the

Knowledge of other Peoples Conjec-

tures, and in Things, where that Know-
ledge, if it were certain, could be of no

Ufe. Wherein he agreed entirely with

the Sentiments of Socrates, as Tlato

delivers them ; which I mention as the

higheft Honour I can do that Prince of

Philofophers. I have often fince re-

flected what Deftru&ion fuch a Doc-

trine would make in the Libraries of

Europe, and how many Paths to* Fame

would be then fhut up in the learned

World.

Friendship and Benevolence are

the two principal Virtues among the

Houyhnhnmsj and thefe not confined to

particular Obje&s, but univerfal to the

whole Race. For a Stranger from the

U 3 remoteft
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remoteft Part is equally treated with

the neareft Neighbour, and wherever

he goes, looks upon himfelf as at home.

They preferve 'Decency and Civility in

the -higheft Degrees, but are altogether

ignorant of Ceremony. They have no

pondnefs for their Colts or Poles, but

the Care they take in educating them
proceeds entirely from the Dictates

of Reafon* And I obferved my Ma-
iler to fhew the fame Affe&ion to

his Neighbour's Iffue that he had for

his own. They will have it, that

Nature teaches them to love the

whole Species, and it is Reafon only

that maketh a Diftin&ion of Perfons,

where* there is a fuperior Degree of

Virtue,

When the Matron Houyhnhnms
have produced one of each Sex, they no
longer accompany with their Conforts,

except they lofe one of their Iflue by
fome Cafualty, which very feldom hap-

pens: But in fuch a Cafe they meet

again,
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again, or when the like Accident befalls

a Perfon, whofe Wife is paft bearing,

fome other Couple beftow on him one

of their own Colts, and then so to-

gether again till the Mother is preg-

nant. This Caution is neceffary to pre-

vent the Country from being overbur-

thened with Numbers. But the Race of

inferior Houyhnhnms bred; up to be Ser-

vants is not fo ftricUy limited upon this

Article ; thefe are allowed to produce

three of each Sex, to be Domefticks in

the noble Families.

In their Marriages they are exa&ly

careful to chufe fuch Colours as will

not make any difagreeahle Mixture in

the Breed. Strength is chiefly valued

in the Male, and Cowelinefs in the Fe-

male, not upon the account of Love,

but to preferve the Race from degene-

rating; for where a Female happens to

excel in Strength, a Contort is chofen

with regard to Comelinefs. Courtfhip,

I*ove, Prefents, Joyntures, Settlements,

U 4 have
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have no place in their Thoughts; or

Terms whereby to exprefs them in their

Language. The young Couple meet,

and are joyned, merely becaufe it is

the Determination of their Parents and

Friends: It is what they fee done

every Day, and they look upon it as

one of the neceffary Aftions of a ra-

tional Being. But the Violation of

Marriage, or any other Unchaftity, was

never heard of: And the married Pair

pafs their Liyes with the fame Friend-

ship and mutual Benevolence that they

bear to all others of the fame Species,

who come in their way; without Jea-

loufy, Fondnefs, Quarrelling, or Difcon-

tent.

In educating theYouth of bothSexes,

their Method is admirable, and highly

deferves our Imitation. Thefe are not

fuffered to tafte a Grain of Oats, ex-

cept upon certain Days, till eighteen

Years old; nor Milk, but very rarely;

and in Summer they, graze two Hours

in
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in the Morning, and as long in the

Evening, which their Parents likewife

obfenve, but the Servants are not al-

lowed above half that time, and a great

part of their Grafs is brought home,

which they eat at the mod convenient

hours, when they can be beft fpared

.from Work,

Temperance, Indufiry^ Exercife^

and CleanlinefS) are the LefTons equally-

enjoined to the young ones of both

Sexes : And my Mafter thought it mon-
ftrous in us to give the Eemales a diffe-

rent kind of Education from the Males,

except in fome Articles of domeftick

Management ; whereby as he truly ob-

ferved, one half of our Natives were
good for nothing but bringing Children

Jnto the World : And to truft the Care
of our Children to fuch ufelefs Animals^

he faid was yet a greater Inftjince of

Brutality.

But
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But the Houynhnhnms train up their

Youth to Strength, Speed, and Hardi-

nefs, by exercifing them in running

Races up and down fteep Hills, and

over hard and ftony Grounds, and

when they are all in a fweat, they are

ordered to leap over head and ears into

a Pond or a River. Four times a Year

the Youth of a certain Diftrift meet to

fliew their proficiency in Running, and

Leaping, and other feats of Strength

and Agility, where the Viftor is re-

Warded with a Song made in his or her

Praife. On this Feftival the Servants

drive a Herd of Taboos into the Field,

laden with Hay, and Oats, and Milk,

for a Repaft to the Houyhnhnms ; after

which, thefe Brutes were immediately

driven back again, for fear of being noi-

fome to the Affembly.

Every fourth Year at the Vernal E-

quinox, there is a Reprefentative Coun-

cil of the whole Nation, which meets

in

8
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in a Plain about twenty Miles from our

Ho ule, and continues about five or fix

Days. Here they enquire into the State

and Condition of the feveral Diftri£fcs,

Whether they abound or be deficient in

Hay or Oats, or Cows or Taboos ? And
wherever there is any Want (which is

but feldom) it is immediately fupplied

by unanimous Confent and Contribu-

tion. Here likewife the Regulation of

Children is fettled : As for inftance, if

a Houyhnhnm hath two Males, he chan-

geth one of them with another that hath

two Females : And when a Child hath

been loft by any Cafualty, where the

Mother js paft breeding, it is determi-

ned what Family fhall breed another to

fupply the £.ofs.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

A grand T>ebate at the General Af
fembly of the Houyhnhnms, and how
it was determined. The Learning of
the Houyhnhnms. Their Buildings*

Their manner of Burials* The T)efec-

tivenefs of their Langtiagef

ONE of thefe Grand Affemblies

was held in my time, about three

months before my Departure, whither

my Mafter went as the Reprefentative

of our Diftri£L In this Council was

refumed their old Debate, and indeed,

the only Debate that ever happened in

that Country j whereof my Mafter after

his return gave me a very particular

Account.

«

The
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The Quftion to be debated, was,

Whether the Taboos fhould be extir-

minated from the face of the Eairth ?

One of the Members for the Affirma-

tive offered feveral Arguments of great

ftrength and weight, alledging, That as

the Taboos were the moft filthy, noi-

fome, and deformed Animal which Na-
ture ever produced, fo they were the

moft reftive and indocible, mifchie-

vous and malicious : They would pri-

vately fuck the Teats of the Hony^

hnhnms Cows, kill and devour their

Cats, trample down their Oats and

Grafs, if they were not continually

watched, and commit a thoufand o-

ther Extravagancies. He took notice

of a general Tradition, That Taboos

had not been always in that Country

:

But, that many Ages ago, two of thefe

Brutes appeared together upon a moun-

tain, whether produced by the Heat of

the Sun upon corrupted Mud and Slime,

or from the Ooze or Froth of the Sea,

was
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was never known. That thefe Tahooi
engendered, and their Brood in a fhort

time grew fo numerous as to over-run

and infeft the whole Nation. That the

Honyhnhnms to get rid of this Evil,

made a general Hunting, and at laft

enclofed the whole Herd, and deftroy-

ing the old ones, every Hiuyhnhnm
kept two young ones in a Kennel, and
brought them to fuch a degree of Tame-'

nefs, as an Animal fo favage by Na-
ture can be capable of acquiring ; ufing

them for Draught and Carriage. That
there feemed to be much Truth in this

Tradition, and that thofe Creatures

could not be Tlnhniamjby (or Aborigi-

nes of the Land) becaufe of the violent

Hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well as all

other Animals, bore them ; which al-

though their evil Difpofition fufficiently

deferved, could never have arrived at

fo high a Degree, if they had been

Aborigines, or elfe they would have

long fince been rooted out. That the'

Inhabitants taking a fancy to ufe the

Service
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Service of the Taboos, had very impru-

dently negle&ed to cultivate the Breed

of dffesj which were a comely Animal,
eafily kept, more tame and orderly, with-

out any offenfive Smell, ftrong enough
for LabourA although they yield to the

other in Agility of body ; and if their

Braying be no agreeable Sound, it is far

preferable to the horrible Howlings of

the Taboos*

Several others declared their Sen-

timents to the fame purpofe, when my
Mafter propofed an Expedient to the

Affembly, whereof he had indeed bor-

rowed the Hint from me. He appro.

ved of the Tradition mentioned by the

Honourable Member , who fpoke before,

and affirmed, that the two Taboos fai4

to be firft feen among them had been

driven thither over the Sea ; that com-

ing to Land, and being forfaken by

their Companions, they retired to die

Mountains, and degenerating by de-

grees, became in procefs of time, much
more
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more favage than thofe of their own
Species in the Country from whence
thefe two Originals came. The reafon

of his AfTertion was, that he had now
in his Poffeflion a certain wonderful Ta*
boo, (meaning myfelf) which moft of
them had heard of, and many of them
had feen. He then related to them, how
he firft found me, that my Body was all

covered with an artificial Compofure
of the Skins and Hairs of other Ani-

mals : That I had a Language of my
own, and had thoroughly learned theirs:

That I had related to him the Accidents

which brought me thither : That when
lie faw me without my Covering, I

was an exa£t Taboo in every Part, on-

ly of a whiter Colour, lefs hairy and

with fhorter Claws. He added, how

I had endeavoured to perfuade him,

that in my own and other Countries

the Taboos a&ed as the governing,

rational Animal, and held the Houy-

hnbnms in Servitude: That he obfer-

ved in me all the Qualities of a Taboo,

only
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Only a little more civilized by fome

Tincture of Reafon, which however

was in a. Degree as far inferior to the

Honyhnhnm Race , as the Taboos of

their Country were to me: That, a-

mong other things, I mentioned a.Cu-

ftom we had of Cajl
]rating Houyhnhnms

when they were young, in order to

render them tame; that the Operation

was eafy and fafe ; that it was no

Shame to learn Wifdom from Brutes,

as Indiiftry is taught by the Ant, and

Building by the Swallow. (For fo I

tranflate the Word Lyhannh, although

it be a much larger Fowl) That this

Invention.might be pra£tifed iipon the

younger Taboos Here; which, befides

rendring theni tractable and fitter for

Ufe, would in an Age put ari end to

the whole Species without deftroying

Life. That, in the mean time the

Houyhnhnms- fhould be exhorted to cul-

tivate the Breed of Affes, which as

they are in all refpe&s more valuable

Brutes, fo they have this Advantage

'Vol; II. ' X tA
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to be fit for Service at five Years olcf,

which the others are not till twelve.

This was all my Matter thought fit

to tell me at that time^ of what paffed

in the Grand Council* But he was plea-

fed to conceal one particular, which re-

lated perfonally to myfelf^ whereof I foon

felt the unhappy Effc&, as the Reader

will know in its proper Place, and from

whence I date all the focCeeding Mis-

fortunes of my Life*

*£r

The Houyhnhnms have no Letters,

and confequently, their Knowledge b
all traditional. But there happening

few Events of any Moment among a

People fo well united, naturally difpofed

to every Virtue, wholly governed by

Reafon, and cut off from all Com-
merce with other Nations, the hifto-

rical Part is eafily preferved without

burthening their Memory. I have al-

ready obferved, that they are fqbjeft

to no Difeafes, and therefore can have
c no
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fad need of Phyficians* However, they

have excellent Medicines compofed of

Herbs, to cure accidental Bruifes and

Cuts in the Pattern or Frog of the Foot

by fharp Stones, as well as other Maims
and Hurts in the feveral Parts of th«

Body.

They calculate the Year by the Re-

volution of the Sun and the Moon,
but ufe no Subdivifions into Weeksi

They are well enough acquainted with

the Motions of thofe two Luminaries,

and underftand the Nature of Ecitpfes
;

and this is the utmoft Progrefs of their

jdjlronomy*

In Toetry they muft be allowed to

'excel all other Mortals; wherein the

Juftnefs of their Similes, and the Mi*
nutenefs, as well as Exa&nefs of their

Defcriptions , are indeed inimitable.

Their Verfes abound very much in both

of thefe, and ufually contain either feme

exalted Notions of Friendfhip and Be*

X * nevolence>
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iievolence, or the Praifes of thbfe whd
were Vigors in Races, and other bo-

dily Exercifes. Their Buildings, although

very rude and fimple, are not inconve-

nient, but well contrived to defend them

from all Injuries of Cold and Heat*

They have a kind of Tree, which at for-

ty Years old loofens in the Root, and

falls with the firft Storm; they grow

very ftfait, and being pointed like

•Stakes with a fharp Stone, (for the

Houyhnhnms know not the Ufe ofIron)

they ftick them ereft in the Ground a-

bout ten Inches afunder, and then weave

in Oat-ftraw, or fometimes Wattles be-

twixt them. The Roof is made after

the fame Manner, and fo are the

Doors.

The Houyhnhnms ufe the hollow

fart between the Pattern and the Hoof

of their Forefeet, as we do our Hands,

and this with greater Dexterity, than I

could firft imagine. I have feen a

white Mare of our Family thread a

Needle
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Needle (which I lent her on purpofe)

with that Joynt. They milk their

Cows, reap their Oats, and do all the

Work which requires Hands, in the

fame manner. They have a kind of

hard Flints, which by grinding againft

other Stones, they form into Inftru-

ments, that ferve inftead of Wedges,

Axes, and Hammers. With Tools made
of thefe Flints, they likewife cut their

Hay, and reap their Oats, which there

groweth naturally in feveral Fields :

The Taboos draw home the fheaves in

Carriages, and the Servants tread them
in feveral covered Hutts, to get out the

Grain, which is kept in Stores. They
make a rude kind of earthen and wood-
ed Veffels, and bake the former in the

Bun.

If they can avoid Cafualties, they

die only of Old-Age, and are buried

in the obfcureft Places that can be found,

their Friends and Relations expreffing

either Joy nor Grief at their De-

X 3 parturQ*
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parture, nor does the dying Perfon dif-

cover the leaft Regret that he is leaving

the World, any more than if he were

upon returning home from a Vifit to one

of his Neighbours. I remember my
Mafter having once made an Appoint-?

ment with a Friend and his Family to

come to his Houfe upon fome Affair of

Importance, on the Day fixed, the Mi-?

ftrefs and her two Children came very

late • fhe made two Excufes, firft for

her Husband, who, as fhe faid, hap-

pened that very Morning to Shnuwnh^

The Word is ftrongly expreffi ve in their

Language, but not eafily rendered into

Englijh, it fignifies, to retire to hisfirji

Mother, Her Excufe for not coming

fooner, was, that her Husband dying

late in the Morning, fhe was a good

while confulting her Servants about a

convenient place where his Body fliould

be laid ; and I obferved fhe behaved her-

felf at our Houfe, as chearfully as the

reft, and died about three months after,

1

A
They
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They live generally to feventy or

feventy five Years, very feldom to four-

fcore: Some Weeks before their Death

they feel a gradual Decay, but with-

out Pain. During this time they are

much vifited by their Friends, becaufe

they cannot go abroad, with their ufual

Eafe and Satisfaction. However, about

ten Days before their Death, which

they feldom fail in computing, they

return the Vifits that have been made
them by thofe who are neareft in the

Neighbourhood, being carried in a con-

venient Sledge drawn by Taboos', which

Vehicle they ufe, not only upon this

Occafion, but when they groMf old up-

on long Journeys, or when they are

lamed by any Accident. And therefore

when the dying Houyhnhnms return

thofe Vifits, they take a folemn Leave

oftheir Friends, as ifthey were going to

fome remote Part of the Country, where

they defigned to pafs the reft of their

Lives.

X 4 I kno#
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I know not whether it may be worth

obferving, that the Houyhnhnrqs have no
Word in their Language to'exprefs any.

thing that is' Evil, except what they

borrow from the Deformities or ill "Qua-

lities of the Taboos. Thus they denote

the Folly of a Servant, an Omiflion of

q. Child, a Stone that cut their Feet,

a Continuance of foul or unfeafonable

Weather, and the like, by adding to each

the Epithet ofTaboo: For Inftance, hhnm
Tahooy WhnabolmTdhoo^ Tnlbmndwihlma

!Tahoo, and an ill contrived Houfe,

Tnholmbnmroblnw Taboo*

I could with great Pleafure enlarge

farther upon the Manners and Virtues

of this excellent People*, but intending

in a fhort titne to publifh a Volume by

itfelf exprefly upon that Subjeft, I refer

the Reader thither. And in the mean
time, proceed to relate my own fad

Cataftroplie.

C H A P-
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CHAR X

The Author's Oeconomy and happy Life

among the Houyhnhnms. His great

Improvement in Virtue, by converfng

with them. Their Converfations. The
Author has notice given him by his.

Mafter that he muf depart from the

Country. He falls into a Swoon for

Grief, but fubmits. He contrives an4

finifhes a Canoo, by the help of a

Fellow-Servant, and puts to Sea at

a venture.

I
HAD fettled my little Qeconomy,'

to my own Hearts content. My
Mafter had ordered a Room for me
after their Manner, about fix Yards

from the Houfe, the Sides and Floors

of which I plaiftered with Clay, and

covered*
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covered with Rufh Matts of my own
contriving ; I had beaten Hemp, which
there grows wild, and made of it a fort

of Ticking: This I filled with the Fea-

thers of feveral Birds I had taken with

Springes made of Taboos Hairs, and

were excellent Food. I had worked
two Chairs with my Knife, the Sorrel

Nag helping me in the grofler and

more laborious Part. When my Cloaths

were worn to Rags, I made myfelf o-

thers with the Skins of Rabbets, and

of a certain beautiful Animal about the

Tame Size, called Nnuhnoh, the Skin of

which is covered With a fine Down, Of
thefe I made Very tolerable Stockings,

I foaled my Shoes-With Wood, which I

cut from a Tree, and fitted to the up^

per Leather; and when this was worn
Out, I fupplied it with the Skins of

Taboos dried in the Sun. I often got

Honey out of hollow Trees, which 1

mingled with Water, or eat with my
Bread. No Man cou)d more verify the

Truth of thefe two Maxims, That Na-
ture
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tare is very eafily fatisfied ; and, That

Neceffity is the Mother of Invention*

I enjoyed perfect Health of Body and

Tranquillity of Mind ; I did not find

the Treachery or Inconftancy of a

Friend, nor the Injuries of a fecret or

open Enemy ; I had no occafion of brib-

ing, flattering, or pimping, to procure

the favour of any Great Man or of his

Minion ; I wanted no Fence againft

Fraud or Oppreffiqn ; here was neither

Phyfician to deftroy my Body, nor Law-
yer to ruin my Fortune; no Informer to

watch my Words and Actions, or forge

Accufations againft me for hire ; here

were no Gibers, Cenfurers, Backbiters,

Pick-pockets , Highwaymen , Houfe-

breakers, Attorneys, Bawds, Buffoons,

Gamefters, Politicians, Wits, fplenetick

tedious Talkers, Controvertifts, Ra-

vifhers, Murderers, Robbers, Virtuofo's

;

no Leaders or Followers of Party and

Faction ; no Encouragers to Vice, by

Seducement or Examples ; no Dungeon,

Axes, Gibbets, Whipping-pofts, or Pil-

lories
;



3oi A Voyage to

lories ; no cheating Shop-keepers or

Mechanicks ; no Pride, Vanity, or Ak
fetation ; no Fops, Bullies, Dunkards,

ftrolling Whores, or Poxes; no ranting,

lewd, expenfive Wives ; no ftupid,

proud Pedants ; no importunate, over-*

bearing, quarrelfome, noify, roaring,

empty, conceited, fwearing Compani-

ons ; no Scoundrels, raifed from the

Duft for the fake of their Vices, or

Nobility thrown into it on account of

their Virtues ; noLordsr Fidlers, Judges,

or Dancing-Mafters.

I h a d the favour of being admits

ted to feveral Houyhnhnms, who came
to vifit or dine with my Mafter, where

his Honour gracioufly fuffered me to

wait in the Room, and liften to their

Difcourfe. Both he and his Company
would often defcend to ask me Qufti-,

ons, and receive my Anfwers. I had

alfo fometimes the Honour of attend-

ing my Mafter in his Vifits to others,

J never prefumed to fpeak, except in

anfwer
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anfwer to a Queftion, and then I did

it with inward Regret, becaufe it was

a Lofs of fo much Time for improving

myfelf ; But I was infinitely delighted

with the Station of an humble Auditor

in fuch Converfations, where nothing

palled but what was ufeful, expreffed

in the feweft and moft fignificant

Words: Where the greateft 'Decency

was obfervedj without the leaft Degree

of Ceremony ; where no Perfons fpoke

without being pleafed himfelf, and plea-

ling his Companions : Where there was
no Interruption, Tedioufhefs, Heat or

Difference of Sentiments. They have

a Notion, That when People are met

together, a Ihort Silence doth much
improve Converfation : This I found to

be true; for during thofe little Inter-

miffions ofTalk, new Ideas would arife

in the Thoughts, which very much en-

livened their Difcourfe. Their Sub-
jects are generally on Friendfhip and
Benevolence, on Order and Oeconomy,
fometimes upon the vifible Operations of

Nature,
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Nature, or ancient Traditions, upon the
Bounds and Limits of Virtue, upon the
unerring Rules ofReafon, or upon fome
Determinations^ to be taken at the next
great Affembly ; and often upon the va-

rious Excellencies of Toetry. I may
add without Vanity, that my Prefence

bften gave them Sufficient Matter for

Difcouffe> becaufe it afforded my Matter
an Occafion Of letting his Friends into

theHiftory of me and my-Country, up-

on which they were all pleafed to de-

fcant in a manner not very advanta-

geous to humane Kind; and for that

Reafon I lhall not repeat what they

faid : Only I may be allowed to obferve,

That his Honour, to my great Admi-

ration, appeared to underftand the Na-

ture of Taboos in all Gountries
>
much

better than myfelfi He went through

all our Vices and Follies, and difcover-

ed many which I had never mention*

ed to him, by only fuppofing \Vhat Qua-

lities a Taboo of their Country, with a

fmall proportion of Reafon, might be

capable
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capable of exerting; and concluded,

with too much Probability, how vile

as well as miferable fuch a Creature

muft be.

I freely confefs, that all the little

Knowledge I have of any value, wa$

acquired by the Le&ures I received

from my Mailer, and from hearing the

Difcourfes of him and his Friends
j

to which I fhould be prouder to liften,

than to di&ate to the greateft and
wifeft Aflembly in Europe. I admired

the Strength, Comelinefs, and Speed of

the Inhabitants, and fuch a Conftella-

tion of Virtues in fuch amiable Per-

fons produced in me the higheft Vene-

ration. At firft, indeed, I did not feel

that natural Awe which the Taboos and

all other Animals bear towards them,

- but it grew upon me by Degrees, much
fooner than I imagined, and #as min-

gled with a refpe&ful Love and Gra-

titude, that they would condefcend to

diftinguiflj
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diftinguifh me from the reft of my
Species.

When I thought of my Family^

my Friends, and my Countrymen, or

Human Race in general, I confidered

them as they really were, Taboos iri

Shape and Difpofitipn, only a little ci-

vilized, and qualified with the Gift of

Speech, but miking no other life of

Reafon, than to improve and multiply

thofe Vices, whereof their Brethren iri

this Country had only the Share that

Nature allotted them. When I hap-

pened to behold the Reflection of my
own Form in a Lake or a Fountain,

I turned away my Face in Horror and

Deteftation of myfelf, and could better

endure the Sight of a common Tabod
y

than of my own Perfen. By converfing

with the Houyhnhnms , and looking up-

t)n them with Delight, I fell to imitate

their Gate and Gefture, which is now
grown into an Habit, and my Friends

often tell me, in a blunt Way, that / trot

like
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Tike aHorfe; which, however, I.take

for a great Compliment : Neither' fhaU

I difown, that in fpeiking I am aj>t to

fall info die voice and manner of the

Houyhnhnms, and hear myfelf ridiculed

on that account without the leaft Mor-
tification.

In the fnidft of all this Happinefs^

and when I looked upon myfelf to be

fully fettle^ for Life, my Mafter Tent

for me c€e Morning a little earlier

than his ufual Hour. I ob'ferved .by his

Countenance that he was in fome per-

plexity, and at a. lofs how to begin

what lie had to fpeak. Aftdr a fhort

Silence, he told nie. He did hot know
how I would take what he was going

to fay; that in the laft general Af-

fembly, when the Affair of the Tahdo's

'was entered upon, the Reprefentatiyes

had taken offence at his keeping a Ta-

boo (meaning myfelf) in his 'Family

more like a Houyhnhnm, than a brute

Animal. That he was known frequent-

Vol. II. Y ly
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ly to converfe with me, as if he could

receive fome Advantage or Pleafure in

my Company: That fuch a Pra&ice

was not agreeable to Reafon or Nature,

nor a thing ever heard of before among
them. The Affembly did therefore ex-

hort him, either to employ me like the

reft of my Species, or command me to

fwim back to the place from whence

I came. That the firft of thefe Expe-

dients was utterly rejected by all the

Houyhnhnms who had everTfeen me at

his Houfe or their own : For they al-

ledged, That becaufe I had fome Ru-
diments of Reafon, added to the na-

tural pravity of thofe Animals, it was

to be feared, I might be able to feduce

them into the woody and mountainous

parts [of the Country, and bring them

in Troops by night to deftroy the

Houyhnhnms Cattle, as being naturally

of the ravenous kind, and averfe from

Labour.

My
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My Matter added, That he was

dayly preffed by the Heuyhnhnms of

the Neighbourhood to have the Afiem*

bly's Exhortation executed, which he

could not put off much longer. He
doubted it would be impoflible for me
to fwim to another Country, and there-

fore wifhed I would contrive fome

fort of Vehicle refembling thofe I had

defcribed to him, that might carry me
on the Sea, in which work I fhould

have the Afliftance of his own Ser-

vants, as well as thofe of his Neigh-

bours. He concluded, That for his

own part, he could have been content

to keep me in his Service as long as

I lived, becaufe he found I had cured

myfelf of fome bad Habits and Difpo-

fitions, by endeavouring, as far as my
inferior Nature was capable, to imitate

the Houyhnhnms.

I should here obferve to the Rea-
der, That a Decree of the general At

Y % fembly
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fembly in this Country, is expreiTed by
the Word Hnhloayn, which fignifies an

Exhortation ; as near as I can rendetf

it : For they have no conception how a

rational Creature can be compelled, but

only advifed, or exhorted, becaufe no
Perfoii can difobey Reafon, without

giving up his Claim to be a rational

Creature.

I was ftruck with the utmoft Grief

and Defpair at my Mailer's Difcourfe^

and being unable to fupport the Ago-

nies I was under, I fell into a Swoon
at his Feet ; when I came to my-
fclf,- he told me, that he concluded I

had been dead. (For thefe People

are fubject to no fuch Imbecillities

of Mature. I anfwered, in a faint

Voice, That Death would have been

too great an Happinefs ; that although

I could not blame the Aflembly's Ex-
hortation, or the Urgency of his Friends;

yet in my wpak and corrupt Judg-

ment^.I thought it might confifl: with

Reafon
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Reafon to have been lefs rigorous* That

I could not fwim a League, and' pro-

bably the neareft Land to theirs might

be diftant above an hundred : That

many Materials, neceflary for making

a fmall Veflel to carry me off, were

wholly wanting in this Country, which

however, I would attempt in Obedience

and Gratitude to his Honour, although

I concluded the Thing to be impof-

fible, and therefore looked on myfelf

as already devoted to Destruction, That
the certain Profpeft of unnatural Death,

wT
as the leaft of my Evils : For, fup-

pofmg I fhould efcape with Life by:

fome ftrange Adventure, how could I

think with Temper of palling my Days

among Taboos^ and relapfing into my
old Corruptions, for want of Examples

to lead and keep me within the Paths

of Virtue ? That I knew too well up-

on what folid Reafons all the De-

terminations of the wife Houyhnhnms

were founded, not to be fhaken by Ar-

guments of mine, a miferable Taboo
^

Y 3 and
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and therefore after prefenting bim with

my humbleThanks for the Offer of his

Servants Affiftance in making a Veffel,

and defiring a reafonable Time for fo

difficult a Work, I told him I would
endeavour to preferve a wretched Be-

ing ; and if ever I returned to England^

was not without Hopes of being ufeful

to my own Species, by celebrating the

Praifes of the renowned Houyhnhnms^,

and proposing their Virtues to the Imi-

tation of Mankind.

My Mafter in a few "Words made
me a very gracious Reply, allowed me
the fpace of two Months to finifh my
Boat ; and ordered the Sorrel Nag, my
Fellow-Servant, (for fo at this diltance

I may prefume to call him) to follow

my Inftructions, becaufe I told my Ma-
iler, that his help would be fufficient,

and I knew he had a Tendernefs tor

me.

In
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In his Company my firft Bufinefs

was to go to that Part of the Coaft,

where my rebellious Crew had order-

ed me to be fet on fhore. I got upon
a Height, and looking on every fide

into the Sea, fanfied I faw a fmall Ifland,

towards the North-Eaft: I took out my
Pocket-glafs, and could then clearly di- ,.

ftinguifh it about five Leagues off, as I

computed; but it appeared to the Sorrel

Nag to be only a blue Cloud: For, as

he had no Conception of any Country

befide his own, fo he could not be as

expert in diftinguifhing remote Obje&s
at Sea, as we who fo much converfe In

that Element*

After I had difcovered this Ifland,

I confidered no farther; butrefolved, it

fhould, if poflible, be the firft Place of

myBanifhment, leaving theConfequence

to Fortune.

Y 4 I Re.
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I returned home, and confult-

ing with the Sorrel Nag, we went intq

a Cqpfe at fome Difta$ce, where I with

my Knife, and he with a fharp Flint

fattened very artificially, after their

manner, to a wooden Handle^ cut down
feveral Oak Wattles about the Thick-

rsefs of a Walking^ftaff, and fome larger

Pieces- But I mall not trouble the

Reader with a^ particular Defcription of

my qvyn Mechanicks; let it fufEce to

fay, that in fix Weeks time,
s

with the

Help of the Sorrel Nag, who per-

formed the Tarts that required mod
Labour, I finifhed a fort of* Indian Ca-

noo, but much larger, covering it with

the Skins of Taboos well Hitched to-

gether, with, hempen. Threads of my
own. making* My Sail was likewife

c.ompofed of the Skins of the fame Ani-

mal j but I made ufe of the youngeft I

could get, the older being too tough

and thick, and I likewife provided my-
felf with four Paddles. I laid in a Stock

of
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of; boiled flefh of Rabbets and Fowls,,

and took with me two Veflels, one fil-

led with Milk, and the other with

Water.

I tried my Canoo in a large Pond

near my Matter's Houfe, and then cor-

rected in it what was amifs ; flopping

all the chinks with Taboos Tallow, till

I found it ftanch, and able to bear me,

and my freight. And when it was as

compleat as I could poflibly make it, I

had it drawn on a Carriage very gently

by Taboos to the Sea-fide, under the

conduct of the forrel Nag, and another

Servant.

When all was ready, and the Day
come for my departure, I took leave of

.my Mafter and Lady, and the whole fa-

mily, mine Eyes flowing with Tears,

and my Heart quite funk with Grief.

But his Honour, out of curiofity, and
perhaps (if I may fpeak it without Va-

nity) partly out of kindnefs, was deter-

mined
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mined to fee me in my Canoo, and got

feveral of his neighbouring Friends to

accompany him. I was forced to wait

above an Hour for the Tide, and then

obferving the Wind very fortunately

bearing towards the Hhnd, to which

I intended to fteer my Courfe. I took a

fecond Leave of my Matter: But as I

was going to proftrate myfelf to kifs his

Hoof, he did me the Honour to raife it

gently to my Mouth. I am not igno-

rant how much I have been cenfured

for mentioning this laft particular. For

my Detractors are pleafed to think it

improbable, that fo illuftrious a Perfon

fhould defcend to give fo great a Mark
of Diftin&ion to a Creature fo infe-

rior as I. Neither have I forgot, how
apt fome Travellers are to boaft of ex-

traordinary Favours they have receiv-

ed. But if thefe Cenfurers were bet-

ter acquainted with the noble and
courteous Difpofition of the Houyhfi-

bnms, they would foon change their

Opinion*

I paid
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I paid my refpe&s to the reft of the.

Houyhnhnms in his Honour's Compa-

ny; then getting into my Canoo, I

puftied off from Shore.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

The Author's dangerous Voyage. He
arrives at New-Holland, hoping t&

fettle there. Is wounded with an

Arrow hp one of. the Natives. Is

Jeized -and carried by, force into a

Portugtieze Ship. The great Civi^

lities of the Captain. The Author

arrivedat England.

I
Began this defperate Voyage on
February if, 1714-15-, at 9 o'clock

in the Morning. The Wind was very

favourable; however, I made ufe at firft

only of my Paddles, but confidering

I Ihould foon be weary, and that the

Wind might chop about, I ventured

to fet up my little Sail; and thus

with



the HouyhNHnms. ^rc}

with the Help of the Tide, I went at

the Rate of a League and a Half an

Hour, as near as I could guefs. My
Matter and his Friends continued on

the Shoar, till I was almoft out of Sight;

and I often heard the Sorrel Nag (who

always loved me) crying out* Hnuy ilia

tiyba majah Taboo, Take care of thy-

felf, gentle Taboo,

M y Defign was, if poffible, to dif-

cover fome fmall Ifland uninhabited
i

yet fufficient by my Labour to fur-

nifli me with the Neceffities of Life,

which I would have thought a great-

er Happinefs than to be firft Mini-

ster in the politeft Court of Europe-,

fo horrible was the Idea I conceived

of returning to live in the Society,

and under the Government of Taboos,

For in fuch a Solitude as I defired, I

eoulel at leaft enjoy my own Thoughts^

and reflea with Delight on the Vir*

tues of thofe • inimitable Houyhnhnms,

without any Opportunity of degene-

rating
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rating into the Vices and Corruptions

ofmy own Species.

The Reader may remember what

I related when my Crew confpired

againft me, and confined me to my
Cabbin. How I continued there fe*

veral Weeks, without knowing what

Courfe we took, and when 1 was put

a Shoar in the long Boat, how the Sai-

lors told me with Oaths, whether true

or falfe, that they knew not in what
Part of the World we were. How-
ever, I did then believe us to be a*

bout ten Degrees Southward of the

Cafe of Good Hope, or about 4? De-

grees Southern Latitude, as I gathered

from fome general Words I over-heard

among them, being I fuppofed to the

South-Eafl in their intended Voyage
to Madagafcar, And although this

were but little better than Conjecture,

yet I refolved to fteer my Courfe Eafl-

ward, hoping to reach the South-Weft

Coaft
(
of New-Holland , and perhaps

fome
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Tome fuch Ifland as I defired, lying

Weftward of it. The Wind was full

Weft, and by fix in the Evening I com-

puted I had gone Eaftward at leaft

eighteen Leagues, when I fpied a very

fmall Ifland about half a League off,

which I foon reached. It was nothing

but a Rock with one Creek, naturally

arched by the Force of Tempefts. Here

I put in my Canoo, and climbing up

a Part of the Rock, I could plainly dis-

cover Land to the Eaft, extending from

South to North. I lay all Night in my
Canoo, and repeating my Voyage ear-

ly in the Morning, I arrived in feven

Hours to the South-Eaft Point of New
Holland. This confirmed me in the Opi-

nion I have long entertained, that the

Maps and Charts place this Country at

leaft three Degrees more to the Eaft
- than it really is ; which thought I com-
municated many Years ago to my wor-

thy Friend Mr. Herman Moll, and gave

him my Reafons for it, although he

hath
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hath rather chofen to follow other Ail-

thorso

I saw ho Inhabitants in the Place

where I landed, and being unarmed, I

was afraid of venturing far into the

Country. I found fome Sliell-fifti dn

the Shoar, and eat them raw, not da-

ring to kindle a Fire, for fear of being

difcovered by the Natives. I continued

three Days feeding on Oyfters and LinrU

pits, to faVe my own Provifibns, and

I fortunately found a Brook of excel-

lent Water, Which gave rtie great Re-

lief

On the fourth Day; venturing out

fearly a little too far, I faw twenty or

thirty Natives upon a Height,, not a-

bove five hundred Yards from me*

They wefe ftark naked, Men, Women^
and Children round a Fire, as I could

difcover by the Smoak. One of them

fpied me, and gave notice t6 the reft

;

five of then! advanced towards me;

o leaving
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leaving the Women and Children at the

F^re/ I made what hafte I cotlld to the

Sh6re, and getting into my Cando,

fhoved off: The Savages obferving me
retreat ran after hie; arid before I could

;

get far enough into the Sea, difcharged

an Arrow, which wounded me deeply

on the ihfide of ihy left Knee. (I {hall

carry the Mark to my Grave.) I ap-

prehended the Arrow might be pdifon-

ed, and paddling out bf the reach of

their Darts (being a calm Day) I made
a fliift to fuck the Wound, and drefsit

as well as I could*

I was at a lofs what to do, f6r I

durft not return to the fame Landing-

place, but ftood to the North , and was
forced to paddle; for the Wind, though

very gentle, was againft me, blowing

North-Weft. As I was looking about

for a' fecure Landing-place, I faw a Sail

to the North North-Eaft, which ap-

pearing every Minute more vifible, I

was in fome doubt, whether I fhould

Vol.11. Z wait
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wait for them or no, but at laft my De-

teftation of. the Taboo Race prevailed,

and turning my Canoo, I failed and pad-

dled together to the South, and got in-

to the fame Creek from whence I fet out

in the Morning, chufing rather to truft

myfelf among thefe Barbarians, than

live with European Taboos. I drew up

my Canoo as clofe as I could to the

Shore, and hid myfelf behind a Stone

by a little Brook, which, as I have al-

ready faid, was excellent Water.

The Ship came within half a league

of this Creek, and fent out her Long-

Boat with VefTels to take in frefh Wa-
ter (for the Place, it Teems, was very

well known) but I did not obferve it

till the Boat was almoft on Shore, and

it was too late to feek another Hiding-

place. The Seamen at their landing

obferved my Canoo, and rummaging it

all over, eafily conje&ured, that the

Owner could not be far off. Four of

tbem well-armed fearched every Cranny
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and Lurking-hole, till at lafV they found

me flat on my Face behind the Stones

They gazed a while in admiration at

my ftrange uncouth Drefs, my Coat

made of Skins, my wooden foaled Shoes,

and my furred Stockings ; from whence,

however, they concluded, I was not a

Native of the Place, who all go naked-

One of the Seamen in 'Portuguese bid

me rife, and asked who I was. I un*

derftood that Language very well, and

getting upon my Feet, faid, I was a

poor Taboo, banifhed from the Houyhn-

hnmS) and defired they wrould pleafe to

let me depart. They admired to hear

me anfwer them in their own Tongue,

and faw by my Complexion I muft be an

European
; but were at a lofs to know

what I meant by Taboos and Houyhn-

hnms, and at the feme time fell a laughing

it my ftrange Tone in fpeaking, which
refembled the Neighing of a Horfe. I

trembled all the while betwixt Fear

and Hatred: I again defired leave to

depart, and was gently moving to my
Z % CanQo;
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Canoo; but they laid hold on me, de-

firing to know what Country I was 6f?

whence I came? with many other Que-
ftions. I told them, I was born in Eng-
land, from whence I came about five

Years ago, and then their Country and

ours were at Peace. I therefore hoped

they would not treat me as an Enemy,
fince I meant them no harm, but was

a poor Taboo, feeking fome defolate

Place where to pafs the Remainder of

his unfortunate Life.

When they began to talk, I thought

I never heard or law any thing fo un-

natural • for it appeared to me as mon-

ftrous as if a Dog or a Cow fhould

fpeak in England^ as a Taboo in Houy-

hnhnm-land. The honeft Tortugueze

were equally amazed at my ftrange

Drefs, and the odd manner of deliver-

ing my Words, which, however, they

imderftood very well* They fpoke

to me with great Humanity, and faid

they were fure their Captain would
carry
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carry me gratis to Lisbon^ from whence

I might return to my own Country;

that two of the Seamen would go back

to the Ship, inform the Captain ofwhat

they had teen, and receive his Orders;

in the mean time, unlefs I would give

my iblemn Oath not to fly they would

fecure me by force. I thought it beft

to comply with their Propofal. They
were very curious to know my Story,

but I gave them very little Satisfaction;

and they all conjectured, that my Mif-

fortunes had impaired my Reafon. In

two Hours, the Boat, which went

loaden with Veflels of Water, returned

with the Captain's Command to fetch

me on Board* I fell on my Knees to

preferve my Liberty ; but all was in vain,

and the Men having tied me with

Cords, heaved me into the Boat, from

whence I was taken into the Ship, and

from thence into the Captain's Cab-

bin,

•

% 3 His
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His Name was Tedro de MytdtzL

lie was a very courteous and generous

Ferfon; lie entreated me to give fome

Account of myfelf, and defired to know

what I would eat or drink; faid I

fhould be ufed as well as himfelf, and

fpoke fo many obliging things that I

wondered to find fuch Civilities from

a Taboo. However, I remained filent

and fullen; I was ready to faint at the

very fmell of him and his Men. At

laft I defired fomething to eat out of

iny own Canoo ; but he ordered me a

Chicken and fome excellent Wine, and

then -.directed that I fhould be put to

bed in a very clean Cabbin. I would

not undrefs myfelf, but lay on the

Jkd-cloaths, and in half an Hour ftole

out, when I thought the Crew was at

Dinner, and getting to the fide of

the Ship was going to leap into the

Sea, and fwim for my Life, rather than

continue among Taboos. But one of the

Seamen prevented me, and having in-

formed
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formed the Captain, I was chained to

my Cabbin.

After Dinner T>on Tedro came to

me, and defired to know my reafon for

fo defperate an Attempt ; affured me he

only meant to do me all the Service

he was able, and fpoke fo very moving-

ly, that at laft I defcended to treat

him like an Animal that had fome

little Portion of Reafon. I gave him

a very fhort Relation of my Voyage,

of the Confpiracy againfl: me by my
own Men, of the Country where they

fet me on Shore, and of my three Years

Refidence there. All which he looked

upon as if it were a Dream or a Vi-

fion ; whereat I took great Offence

;

for I had quite forgot the Faculty of

Lying, fo peculiar to Taboos in all Coun-

tries where they prefide, and confe-

quently the Difpofition of fufpe&ing

Truth in others of their own Species.

I asked him, Whether it were the Cu-

ftom in his Country to fay the Thing

Z 4 that
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that was not ? I affured him I had alr

moft forgot what he meant by FalfeT

hood, and if I had lived a thoufand

Years in Houyhnhnmland
J
I fhould ne-

ver have heard a Lye from the meanef^

Servant; that I was altogether indiffe-

rent whether he believed me or no

;

but however, in return for his Favours,

I would give fo much Allowance to the

Corruption of his Nature, as to anfwer

any Objection he would please to make,

and then he might eafily difcover the

Truth,

The Captain, a wife Man, after

many Endeavours to catch me tripping

in fome Part ofmy Story, at laft begari

to have a better Opinion of my Vera-

city ; and the rather, beamfe he confef-

fed, he met with a T)utch Skipper, who
pretended to have landed with five

others of his Crew upon a certain

Ifland or Continent South of New Hol-

land^ where they went for frefh Wa-
ter, and obferyed a Horfe driving be-

fore
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fore him feveral Animals exa&ly re-

fembling thofe I defcribed under the

Name of Taboos, with fome other Par-

ticulars, which the Captain faid he had

forgot ; becaufe he then concluded them

all to be Lies. But he added, that fince

I profefled fo inviolable an Attachment

to Truth, I muft give him my Word
of Honour to bear him Company in

this Voyage, without attempting any

thing againft my Life, or elfe he would
continue me a* Prifoner till we arrived

at Lifbon. I gave him the Promife he

required ; but at the fame time prote-

fted, that I would fuffer the greateft

Hardiliips rather than return to live a-

mong Taboos.

Our Voyage paffed without any

confiderable Accident. In Gratitude to

the Captain I fometimes fate with him
at 1 his earneft Requeft, and ftrove to

conceal my Antipathy to human Kind,

although it often broke out, which he

fuffered to pafs without Obfervatiqn.

But
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But the greateft Part of the Day, I

confined myfelf to my Cabbin, to avoid

feeing any of the Crew. The Captain

had often entreated me to ftrip myfelf

of my Savage Drefs, and offered to

lend me the beft Suit of Cloaths he

had. This I would not be prevailed

on to accept, abhorring to cover my-
felf with any thing that had been on

the Back of a Taboo. I only defired

he would lend me two clean Shirts,

which having been wafhed fince he

wore them, I believed would not fo

much defile me, Thefe I changed e-

very fecond Day, and w allied them my-
felf.

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5. 1715*.

At our landing the Captain forced me
to cover myfelf with his Cloak, to pre-

vent the Rabble from crouding about

me. I was conveyed to his own
Houfe, and at my earneft Requeft, he

led me up to the higheft Room back-

wards. I conjured him to conceal

from
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from all Perfons what I had told him

of the Hoityhnhnrns , becaufe the leaft

Hint of fiich a Story would not only

draw Numbers of People to fee me,

but probably, put me in Danger of

being imprifoned, or burnt by the In-

quifition. The Captain perfuaded me
to accept a Suit of Cloaths newly made,

but I would not fuffer the Taylor to

take my Meafure; however, Don Te-

dro<> being almoft of my Size, they fit-

ted me well enough. He accoutred me
with other Neceflaries all new, which

I aired for twenty-four Hours before I

would ufe them.

The Captain had no Wife, nor

above three Servants, none of which
were fuffered to attend at Meals, and

his whole Deportment was fo obliging,

* added to very good human Under-

standing; that I really began to to-

lerate his Company. He gained fo

for upon me, that I ventured to look

out of the back Window. By degrees

I was
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I was brought into another Room, from
whence I peeped into the Street, but
drew my Head back in a Fright. In
a Week's Time he feduced me down to

the Door. I found my Terror gradu-

ally leffened, but my Hatred and Con-
tempt feemed to encreafe. I was at

laft bold enough to walk the Street in

his Company, but kept my Nofe well

flopped with Rue, or fometimes with

Tobacco,

In ten Days, T)on Tedro, to whom
I had given fome Account of my do-

meftick Affairs, put it upon me as a

matter of Honour and Confcience, that

I ought to return to my native Coun-

try, and live at home with my Wife

and Children. He told me, there was

an Englijh Ship in the Port juft ready

to fail, and he would furnifh me with

all Things neceffary. It would be te-

dious to repeat his Arguments, and my
Contradictions. He faid it was alto-

gether impoffible to find fuch a folitapy

i Iflandi
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IHand as I had defired to live in ; but I

might command in my own Houfe, and

pafs my time in a manner as reclufe as

I pleafed.

I complied at laft, finding I could

not do better. I left Lisbon the 24th

Day of November, in ah Englijh Mer-
chant-man, but who was the Mafter I

never enquired. 'Don Tedro accompa-

nied me to the Ship, and lent me twenty

Pounds. He took kind leave of me,

and embraced me at parting, which I

bore as well as I could. During the laft

Voyage I had no Commerce with the

Mafter or any of his Men, but preten-

ding 1 was fick kept clofe in my Cab-

bin. On the fifth of "December, 17 if,

we caft anchor in the Downs about

Nine in the Morning, and at Three in

the Afternoon I got fafe to my Houfe at

Rotherhith.

My Wife and Family received me
with great Surprize and Joy, becaufe

thev



*2**?

336 A Voyage to

they concluded me certainly dead ; but

Imuft freely confefs the fight of them

filled me only with Hatred, Difguft,

and Contempt, and the more by re-

fle&ing on the near Alliance I had to

them. For, although fince my unfortu-

nate Exile from the Houyhnhnm Coun-

try, I had compelled myfelf to tolerate

the fight ofTaboos, and to converfe with

^Don ^Pedro de Mendez,
; yet my Me-

mory and Imaginations were perpetu-

ally filled with the Virtues and Ideas of

thofe exalted Houyhnhnms. And when
I began to confider, that by copulating'

with one of the 7^00-Species I became

a Parent of more, it ftruck me with

the utmoft Shame, Confufion, and Hor-

ror.

A s foon as I entered the Houfe, my
Wife took me in her Arms, and killed

me, at which, having not been ufed to

the touch of that odious Animal for fo

many Years, I fell in a Swoon for al*

moft an Hour. At the time I am
writing
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writing it is five Years fince my laft

return to England : During; the firii

Year I could not endure my Wife or

Children in my prefence, the very Smell

ofthem was intolerable, much lcfs could

I fuffer them to eat* in the fame Room.
To this hour they dare not prefume to

touch my Bread, or drink out of the

fame Cup, neither was I ever able to let

one of them take me by the hand. The
firft Money I laid out was to buy two
young Stone-Horfes, which I keep in

a good Stable, and next to them the

Groom is my greateft Favourite ; for I

feel my Spirits revived by the Smell he

contracts in the Stable. My Horfes un-

derftand me tolerably well ; I converfe

with them at leaft four Hours everv

Day. They are ftrangers to Bridle or

Saddle, they live in great Amity with
me, and Friendfhip to each other.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL

The Author's Veracity. His Tlefign in

publijhing this Work. His Cenfure

of thofe Travellers who fwerve from
the Truth. The Author clears him-

felffrom anyfinifter Ends in writing*

An Objection an/wered. The Method

of planting Colonies. His Native

Country commended. The Right of the

Crown to thofe Countries deferibed by

the Author is jujlified. The 'Diffi-

culty of conquering them. The Author

takes his lajt leave of the Re der

:

fropofeth his manner of living for the

future, gives good Advice
y
and co?i-

cludes.

THUS, Gentle Reader, I have gU
ven thee a faithful Hiftory of my

Travels for fixteen Years, and above

feven
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feven Months, wherein I have not

been fo ftudious of Ornament as Truth.

I could perhaps like others have afto-

nifhed thee with Grange improbable

Tales ; but I rather chofe to relate

plain Matter of Fa£t in the fimpkft

Manner and Style, becaufe my princi-

pal Defign was to inform, and not to

amufe thee.

It is eafy for us who travel into re-

mote Countries, which are feldom vi-

fited by Englijbmen or other Europeans^

to form Defcriptions ofwonderful Ani-

mals both at Sea and Land. Whereas

a Traveller's chief Aim mould be to

make Men wifer and better, and to im-

prove their Minds by the bad as well as

good Example of what they deliver con-

cerning foreign Places.

I could heartily wifh a Law was
ena&ed, that every Traveller before he
were permitted to publifh his Voyages,

ftiould be obliged to make Oath before

Vol. II. A a the
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the Lord High Chancellor that all he Ill-

tended to print was abfolutely true to

the beft of his knowledge ; for then the

World would no longer be deceived as

it ufually is, while fome Writers, to

make their Works pafs the better upon

the Publick, impofe the grofleft JFalfities

on the unwary Reader. I have perufed

feveral Books of Travels with great

delight in my younger Days ; but ha*

ving fince gone over moft Parts of the

Globe, and been able to contradift ma-

ny fabulous Accounts from my own
Obfervation, it hath given me a great

Difguft againft this part of Reading,

and fome Indignation to fee the Credu-

lity of Mankind fo impudently abufed.

Therefore fince my Acquaintance were
pleafed to think my poor Endeavours

might not be unacceptable to my Coun-
try, I impofed on myfelf as a Maxim,
never to be fwerved from, that I would
ftriBly adhere to Truth ; neither indeed
can I be ever under the leaft Tempta-
tions to vary from it, while I retain

in
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in my Mind the Lectures and Exam-
ple of my noble Mafter, and the other

illuftrious Hovyhnhnms^ of whom I had

fo long the Honour to be an humble

hearer.

I

Nee fi rnlferum Fortiina Sinonem

Finxit) vantim etiam^ tnendacemque

improba firiget.

I know very well how little Re-

putation is to be got by Writings which

require neither Genious nor Learning,

nor indeed any other Talent, except a

good Memory* or an exa£t "Journal. I

know likewife, the Writers of Travels,

like ®/#/0»*r)'-Makers, are funk into

Oblivion by the weight and bulk of

thofe who come after, and therefore

lie uppermoft. And it is highly pro-

bable* that fuch Travellers who jfhall

hereafter vifit the Countries defcribed

in this Work of mine, may by dete&ing

iny Errors, (if there be any>) and ad-

ding many new Difcoveries of their

A a 2 own
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own, juftle me out of vogue, and ftand

in my place, making the World forget

that I was ever an Author. This in-

deed would be too great a Mortification

if I wrote for Fame : But, as my fole

Intention was the Publick Good,
J cannot be altogether difappointed. For

who can read of the Virtues I have

mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhnms,

without being afhamed of his own
Vices, when he confiders himfelf as

the reafoning, governing Animal of his

Country ? I fhall fay nothing of thofe

remote Nations where Taboos prefide,

amongft which, the leaft corrupted are

the Brobdingnagians, whofe wife Max-
ims in Morality and Government, it

v ould be our Happinefs to obferve. But

J forbear defcanting farther, and rather

leave the judicious Reader to his own
Remarks and Applications.

I am not a little pleafed that this

rk of mine can poflibly meet with

no Cenfurers : For what Obje&ions can

be

3
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be made againft a Writer who relates

only plain Fa£te that happened in fuch

diftant Countries, where we have not

the leaft Intereft with refpeft either to

Trade or Negotiations? I have care-

Hilly avoided every Fault with which
common Writers of Travels are often

too juftly charged. Befides, I meddle

not with any Tarty, but write without

Paffion, Prejudice, or Ill-will againft;

any Man or number ofMen whatfoever.

I write for the nobleft End, to inform

and inftru£t Mankind, over whom I

may, without Breach of Modefty, pre-

tend to fome Superiority from the Ad-
vantages I received by ,converfing fo

long among the moft accomplifhed

Houyhnhnms. I write without any view

towards Profit or Praife. I never fuf>

fer a Word to pafs that may look like

Reflexion, or poflibly give the leaft Of-

fence even to thofe who are moft ready

to take it. So that I hope I may with

Juftice pronounce myfelf an Author

perfedly blamelefs, againft whom the

A a 3 Tribe?
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Tribes of Anfwerers, Confiderers, Ob-,

fervers, Refle&ers, Detetters, Remark-*

ers will never be able to find Matter for

exercifing their Talents,

I confess, it was whifpered tome,

that I was bound in Duty as a Subjeft of

England, to have given in a Memorial

to a Secretary of State at my firft coming

over; becaufe whatever Lands are dis-

covered by a Subject, belong to the

Crown. But I doubt whether our Con-?

quefts in the Countries I treat of, would

be as eafy as thofe of Ferdinando Cor-

tez, over the naked Americans- The
Lilliputians, I think, are hardly worth

the Charge of a Fleet and Army to reduce

them, and I queftion whether it might

be prudent or fafe to attempt the Brob-

dingnagians. Or whether an Englijh Ar-

my would be much at their Eafe with

the Flying Ifland over their Heads. The

Houyhnhnms, indeed, appear not to be

io well prepared for War, a Science to

which they are perfed Strangers, and

efpe-
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However, fuppofing myfelf to be a Mi-
nifter of State, I could never give my
Advice for invading them. Their Pru-

dence, Unanimity, Unacquaintednefs

with Fear, and their Love of their

Country would amply fupply all De-

feds in the Military Art. Imagine

twenty thoufand of them breaking in-

to the midft of an European Army,
confounding the Ranks, overturning the

Carriages, battering the Warriors Faces

into Mummy, by terrible Yerks from

their hinder Hoofs. For they would
well deferve the Chara&er given to Ati-

guftus\ Recakitrat itndique tutus. But

inftead of Propofals for conquering that

magnanimous Nation, I rather wifh

they were in a Capacity or Difpofition

to fend afufiicient Number of their In-

habitants for civilizing Europe, by teach-

ing us the firft Principles of Honour,

Juftice, Truth, Temperance, Publick

Spirit, Fortitude, Chaftity, Friend-

£hip, Benevolence, and Fidelity. The
A a 4 Names
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Names of all which Virtues are ftill

retained among us in moft Languages,

and are to be met with in fome modern

as well as ancient Authors; which I

am able to affert from my own fmall

Reading.

But I had another Reafon which
made me lefs forward to enlarge his

Majefty's Dominions by my Difcovery,

To fay the Truth, I had conceived a

few Scruples with Relation to the Di-

stributive Juftice of Princes upon thofe

Occafions. For inftance, a Crew of

Pyrates are driven by a. Storm they

know not whither, at length a Boy
discovers Land from the Top-maft,

they go on Shore to rob and plunder;

they fee an harmlefs People, are enter-

tained with Kindnefs, they give the

Country a new Name, they take for-

mal Poffeflion of it for their King,

they fet up a rotten Plank or a Stone

for a Memorial, they murder two or

three Dozen of the Natives, bring

away
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away a Couple more by Force for a

Sample, return home, and get their Par-

don. Here commences a new Dominion

acquired with a Title by 'Divine Right.

Ships are fent with the firft Opportuni-

ty, the Natives driven out or deftroyed,

their Princes tortured to difcover their

Gold ; a free Licence given to all A&s
of Inhumanity andLuft, the Earth reek-

ing with the Blood of its Inhabitants

:

And this execrable Crew of Butchers

employed in fo pious an Expedition, is

a modern Colony fent to convert and

civilize an idolatrous and barbarous

People.

But this Defcription, Iconfefs, doth

by no means effect, the Britijb Nation,

who may be an Example to the whole
World for their Wifdom, Care, and

Juftice in planting Colonies ; their libe-

ral Endowments for the Advancement of

Religion and Learning; their Choice of
devout and able Paltors to propagate

Chrijiiamtj/y their Caution in ftocking

thjeir
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their Provinces with People of fober

Lives and Converfations from this the

Mother Kingdom ; their ftri£t Regard

to the Diftribution of Juftice in fupply-

ing the Civil Adminiftration through all

their Colonies with Officers ofthe great-

eft Abilities, utter Strangers to Corrup-

tion ; and to crown all, by fending the

raoft vigilant and virtuous governors,

who have no other Views than the

Happinefs of the People over whom
they prefide, and the Honour of the

King their Mafter.

But, as thofe Countries which I

have defcribed, do not appear to have a

Defire of being conquered, and enflaved,

murdered or driven out by Colonies,

nor abound either in Gold, Silver, Su-

.

gar or Tobacco; I did humbly con-

ceive they were by no means proper

Obje£ts of our Zeal, our Valour, or

our Intereft. However, if thofe whom
it may concern,, think fit to be of

another Opinion, I am ready to de-

6 pofe,
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pofe, when I fliall be lawfully called,

that no European did ever vifit thefe

Countries before me. I mean, if the

Inhabitants ought to be believed; un-

lefs a Difpute may arife about the two
Taboos^ (aid to have been feen many
Ages ago on a Mountain in Hottyhn-

hnmland^ from whence the Opinion is>

that the Race of thofe Brutes hath de-

fcended ; and thefe, for any thing I

know, may have been Englijk, Jwhich

indeed I was apt to fufpeQ: from the

Lineaments of their Posterities Coun-

tenances, although very much defaced.

But, how far that will go to make out

a Title, I leave to the learned in Colony

Law.

But as to the Formality of taking

Poffeflion in my Sovereign's Name, it

never came once into my Thoughts
;

and if it had, yet as my Affairs then

flood, I fhould perhaps in Point of

Prudence and Self-Prefervation, have put

it off to a better Opportunity*

Having
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H 1ms anfwered the only Ob-
je£tion that can ever he raifed againft

me as a Travellor, I here take a fi-

nal Leave of all my courteous Rea-

ders, and return to enjoy my own Spe-

culations in my little Garden at Red-

drijf^ to apply thofe excellent Leffons

of Virtue, which I learned among the

Houyhnhnms, to inftruft the Taboos of

my own Family as far as I {hall find

tjiem docible Animals, to behold my Fi-

gure Often in a Glafs, and thus, if poffi-

ble, habituate myfelf by time to tolerate

the Sight of a human Creature: To la-

ment the Brutality of Houyhnhnms in

my own Country, but always treat

their Perfons with Refpeft, for the

Sake of my noble Matter, his Family,

his Friends, and the whole Houyhnhnm

Race, whom thefe of ours have the

Honour to refemble in all their Linea-

ments, however their Intejle&uals came

to degenerate*

I BEGAN
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I began laft Week to permit my
Wife to fit at Dinner with me, at the

fertheft End of a long Table, and to

anfwer (but with the utmoft Brevity)

the few Queltions I ask'd her. Yet the

fmell of a Yahoo continuing very ofFen-

five, I always keep my Nofe well ftopt

with Rue, Lavender, or Tobacco-leaves.

And although it be hard for a Man
late in Life to remove old Habits, I am
not altogether out of Hopes in fome

time to fuffer a Neighbour Taboo in

my Company, without the Apprehen-

fions I am yet under of his Teeth or

his Claws.

My Reconcilement to the Taboo-

kind in general might not be fo diffi-

cult if they would be content with

thofe Vices and Follies only, which Na-
ture hath intitled them to. I am not

in the leaft provoked at the Sight of

a Lawyer, a Pick-pocket, a Colonel, a

Fool, a Lord, a Gamefter, a Politician,

a Whore-mafter, a Phyfician, an Evi-

dence,

3
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denfce, a Suborner, an Attorney, a Tiai*

tor, or the like; "This is ail according

to die due^iCBiirFf of Things : But

when I Behold a Lump of Deformity ,

and Difeafes both in Body and Mind,

fmitten with Tride , it immediately

breaks all the Meafures of my Pa^

tience; neither fhall I be ever able

to comprehend how fuch an Animal

and fuch a Vice could tally together.

The wife and virtuous Houyhnhnms,

who abound in all Excellencies that

can adorn a rational Creature, have no

Name for this Vice rn their Language,

which hath no Terms to exprefs any

thing that is evil, exdept thofe whereby

they defcribe the deteftable Qualities of

their Taboos, among which they were

not able to diftinguiHi this of Pride for

want of thoroughly underftariding hu-

mane Nature, as it flhewetli itfelf in o-

ther Countries, where that Animal pre-

fides. But I, who had more Experience,

could plainly obferve fome Rudiments

o£jte among the wild Taboos.

But
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But the Houyhnhnms, who live un-

der the Government of Rea(on, are no
more proud afffce good Qualities they

poffefs, than I fhould be for not want-

ing a Leg or an Arm, which no Man
in his Wits would boaft of, although

he muft be miferable without them. I

dwell the longer upon this Subject from

the Defire I have to make the Society

of an Engli/h Taboo by any means not

infupportable, and therefore I here en-

treat thofe who have any Tincture of

this abfurd Vice, that they will not pre*

fume to come in ray Sight*

FINIS.
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