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Triplanetary 
By Edward Elmer “Doc” Smith (1890-1965) 

“Doc” E.E. Smith pretty much invented the space opera genre, and Triplanetary is 
a good and well-known example. Physics, time, and politics never stand in the 
way of a plot that gallops ahead without letup. 

Having earned a PhD in chemical engineering, it’s understandable that the heroes 
of Smith’s story are all scientists. He didn’t want to be constrained by the limits of 
known science, however, so in his hands the electromagnetic spectrum becomes 
a raw material to be molded into ever-more amazing and lethal forms, and the 
speed of light is no bar to traveling through the interstellar void. 

Come enjoy this story of yesteryear, set in tomorrow, where real women ignite 
love at a glance, real men achieve in days what governments manage in decades, 
and aliens are an ever-present threat to Life-As-We-Know-It! (Summary by Mark 
F. Smith) 

Total running time: 06:25:19; read by Mark F. Smith.  In addition to the reader, 
this audio book was produced by Ans Wink (dedicated proof-listener) and David 
Lawrence (meta-coordinator & cataloging). 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover image 
is the cover of “Amazing Stories” (January 1934) and is taken from the Gutenburg ebook: 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/20782/20782-h/20782-h.htm. Cover design by Janette 
Brown. This design is in the public domain.  

Trip
lan

etary 
E. E. “D

o
c” Sm

ith
 

 


