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Will Our Principles Ever licaven the Whole
Lump?

Our Leader—Christ.

ur Creed—Tlie Bible.

Our Fellowship—Character.

Our Name—Christian.

Our Right—Individual interpretation.

Our Aim—The unity of all believers.

Yes, but first of all they must leaven our

own lump. We ourselves are not leavened,

but we are being leavened. The fact is, that

the leavening processes have well-nigh ac-

complished their work, and there remains to

be leavened but a small amount of sectarian-

ism, as compared with the proportion of years

ago. Within my lifetime preachers of the

rarious denominations seldom exchanged

pulpit courtesies, many of whom would not

enter our pulpits or allow our preachers to

occupy theirs.

The sects fought each other bitterly, and

persistently, the pulpits being made theo-



logical batteries with which to bombard all

neighboring platforms. The world was full

of sects, and the sects were burdened with

creeds. Theological battles were fought in

every pulpit, and the heat of controversy

scorched and burned on every altar. Each

had its tests, from
which there was no
appeal. Communion
tables were not

open to the children

of God, but to "the

saints of like pre-

cious faith" with

the church in which
they were spread.

Neighborhoods were
rent and torn ; fam-

ilies divided
; par-

ents and children

alienated ; minis-

ters disfellowshiped, and the blessed Christ

displaced by human leaders, while human
names were clamorously proclaimed by His

followers.

To-day such conditions not only do not

exist, but they could not exist. It has been

said that the three dominant notes of our

time are, unity, reality, and universality.

The fruit of the leavening is seen in the ex-

change of pulpits, union revival meet-

ings, interdenominational Sunday-school and
Christian Endeavor conventions, interdenom-

InatioQal training-schools for missionary
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candidates, the Home Missions Council, the

Conference of Foreign Mission Boards, and

many other organizations and movements
which might be named.

Then, we must not overloolv the fact that

t^mphasis has been removed from the creedal

to the spiritual. Doctrinal tests have passed

away, and the fellowship of to-day is based

upon ''character" and not upon creed. And
all this has come about in recent years

when the processes of leavening have hardly

gotten under way.

The Federal Council of the Churches of

Christ in America, the Student Volunteer

Movement Convention, the International

Sunday-school gatherings, the Christian En-

deavor meetings are but congregations of

Christian men and women coming together

in Christ's nnme to do Christ's work on

earMi. They are the ideal gatherings wbich

our fathers saw in vision. Yes, these prin-

ciples will leaven the whole lump.

Will We Ever Get Recoi?Tiition and Identi-

fication?

Yes. we have them now. Are we not

recognized in all the great gatherings of

Christians? When any of the great Sunday-

school. Christian Endeavor, and other like

bodies of Christians meet in convention, we
are given our place, our delegates are receiv-

ed, our name honored, a denominational

meeting-place provided, and every other

thing done for us to which we may right-
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fully lay claim. In the Federal Council of

the Churches of Christ iu America, one of

the secretaries is a member of our Church,

and we have two members on the Executive

Board of the Council, and "owr name'' is

written just as we wish to have it written.

In the great missionary convention at

Edinburgh, Scotland, our own Doctor Bar-

rett spoke for us, and iu the World's Sun-

day-school Convention at Zurich, Switzer-

land, our own Doctors Wicker and Helfen-

stein were not denied either place or voice,

and to the full extent of our worthiness and
our ability to occupy, we are accorded

recognition among the people of God every-

where.

As to identification, we have as much of

it as our people will accept. Many of our

people do not want to be identified as a

separate body of Christians, and the con-

stant protests which come up against inden-

tification makes it difficult to offer it. or to

accept it. Our name, our position, our

schools, our literature, our ministry, our

conferences, each and all give us identifica-

tion. Yes, we are identified, and far too

much so to please many among us, who hold

that identification as a distinct religious

body is contrary to our principles.

Can We Ever Appeal to the Public and Get

the Public Ear That AVe Are Not a

Sectarian People?
Yes, the public has already given ear to

this voice. We are not known in all lands,
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nor in all parts of any land, but where we
are known, and our principles understood,

we are recognized as an unsectarian people.

The leaven has had some hard work to

do in bringing about this result, for there

was a t'me when we tried men for heresy,

disfellowsliiped the Universalist, debated

with the Disciple, and insisted upon all men
going down into, and coming up out of the

water. When we ourselves come under

the influence of our principles sufliciently to

recognize the "Right of the Individual" to

either do. or not to do, as his conscience may
approve, then shall we be known and felt as

a purely unsectarian people. We as a peo-

ple hold it to be the duty of all Christians

to receive each other in fellowship on a

simple confession of faith in Jesus Christ,

and these principles are rapidly becoming

known and felt among all the great religious

bodies of the world, and who with us re-

joice in the coming day when all men shall

unite in Jesus Christ, and shall be content

to wear His name, develop His character,

and live in peace one with the other.

Will We Ever Be Regarded as a Union

People?

If by union you mean denominational union.

I hope not. We were not born for union,

but for disunion. Our fathers did not leave

the sects for the sake of union, but for the

sake of truth, and the liberty to enjoy it.

They were in a union before they walked
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out into God's great open field, and that

union was seriously disturbed wlien they

went. It is not union, but unity, for which

we stand. There might be a union of cats

and dogs for the purpose of destroying the

mice, and when the mice were destroyed

—

that being the purpose for which the union

was formed—they might fall to fighting each

other. There might be a union of Method-

ists and Presbyterians for the purpose of

destroying the Baptists, and when the pur-

pose for which they united had been met,

they might fall to, and bite and devour each

other. The Christians have never been a

"sect," and should never unite with the sects,

as sects. It were better for us to be de-

barred from the fellowship of the sects, than

to be fellowshiped on account of any un-

scriptural qualification. For men or organ-

izations to unite for specific Christian work
is commendable, but for us to unite with a

sectarian body as a constituent part of that

body, would be to thwart the purpose for

which we exist.

Will We Succeed as a Distinct Body or

Shall We Be Lost as Leaven?

We shall be lost, as leaven is lost. The
purpose of our life will be obtained, but the

method by which it was obtained will cease.

We abolished slavery, but the Abolition

party is no more. We are going to prohibit

the saloon, and that wiU be the end of the

E*r@hibition party. We are coming to that
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glad, good time when the prayer of our Lord

shall be answered—when they all shall be

one, even as He and His Father are one,

and in that glad hour our triumph shall

come, and we, as a people, shall die. Glori-

ous death! A death without a stieg, and

a grave without a victory. When the Dis-

ciples give up their test of fellowship—and

they will, perhaps within your lifetime—then

we can no longer deny them the use of the

name we so proudly, but so unworthily wear.

They would not then have a test of fellow-

ship that excluded some Christians, and
would be entitled to the name that included

all Christians, and we could not say them

nay. When we all unite, we shall not be

there, we shall be lost in the lump, even as

the leaven is lost in the dough, the Abolition

party in the elimination of slavery, and the

Prohibition party in the destruction of the

saloon.

If We Succeed as an Organization, Will We
Be What Our Fathers Meant Us to Be?

Yes, and no. If we succeed as an organ-

ization only, we shall not become what our

fathers meant us to be; but if we become

what our fathers meant for us to be, we,

like they, must use the organization.

Very early in the movement they organ-

ized for consultation, for protection, and for

service. The American Christian Convention

can be traced to 1808. At some of these

Convention meetings they "Reviewed the
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Conference" proceedings, and endorsed, or

rejected, as their judgment approved. There

never has been and never can be effective

work carried forv^ard without some form

of organization, but there is always a danger

of over-organization, and an unwarranted

dependence upon machinery. To build up
a great organization and nothing more, is to

fail to be w^hat our fathers meant for us

to be—but to build up an organization with

which to meet the demands of our service.

is to succeed as they meant for us to succeed.

We shall never become a great organization

as other churches have, for the reason that

we are diffusive, while they are collective.

They are somewhere; we are everywhere.

Can We Ever Make the AVorld See That

We Are Any More Union and Non-sec-

tarian Than the Average Denomina-
tion?

The world has seen that, in days gone by,

when we were more union and non-sectarian

than the "average denomination," but the

•'average denomination" has been so leavened

that the contrast is not so great as it once

was. We have grown some toward the

"average denomination," but the "average

denomination" has grown much toward us,

so that the likeness now is more striking

than the contrast. They maintain their de-

nominational character, and carry forward

their denominational enterprises, but their

spirit is the spirit of the Christian, their
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fellowship is extended to all beUevers, and

some of the average denominations discount

us many points in their willing cooperation

for the salvation of men. We are at this

writing (February 15 to March 8, 1914)

engaged in the city of Dayton in a great

evangelistic campaign. The city is divided

into nine groups, each group holding service

each night. I was appointed to preach on

Thursday evening in the First Baptist

church of the city. This church is in the

central group and includes the wealth and

aristocracy of the city. Methodists, Presby-

terians, United Brethren, Baptists, Luther-

ans, Disciples of Christ, and others were in

the vast audience, and I a stranger to them
all. But had it been one of our own meetings,

presided over by one of our owu men, and

conducted in the interest of our own people,

there could not have been less of sectarian-

ism, or more of the fellowship of the saints.

No one could have told from the singing,

from the praying, from the exhortations, or

from any other thing that was said or done,

that there were any but Christians there.

And what is true of that one meeting is

true of them all. A common necessity has

bound the Christians together—a commen
commission urges them on—a common hope

inspires them. Whether or not their step is

accordant, or their uniforms alike, does not

matter. They love the same Lord—cherish

the one faith—have been baptized with the

one baptism, and the day of victory is here.

They stand shoulder to shoulder, their ban-
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iiers entwine, their hearts unite, and the

world is convinced and believes.

wShould We Build up a Good-sized Body
Would AVe Not Be Reduced to the Cata-

logue of Denominations?

"We are reduced to the catalo^e of de-

nominations" now. Our denominational life

must be recognized. The denomination does

not express our faith, hut our organization.

Our denominational character has nothing

to do with our faith or our principles. It

has to do alone with our organization. Our

life and mission are expressed in principles

which from the first have given us character.

These principles can never be reduced to a

denominational character, but our ministry,

our schools, our churches, our conferences, our

Publishing Association, our Mission Board,

must exist in order that these principles

may be conserved, and expressed, and these

constitute our denominational life and char-

acter. We could not hold property, we could

not execute a deed, we could not do business

in the bank, we could not carry on our mis-

sion work, we could not do anything with-

out organization, and that organization

becomes the denomination of which so many
of us are afraid. We are a denomination,

not for separation but for identification.

The courts identify us, other religious bodies

identify us, the banks identify us, and thus

whether we desire it or not, we must submit
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to the denominationalizing of ourselves as a

people.

How Can AVe Ever Get the Public to See

That We Are Different From the Sects?

By being different from the sects. The
sectarian bodies each have a rule for the

faith and conduct of men. and all vrho enter

their fellowship must subscribe to their

creed. The Greek Church excludes the

Roman ; the Roman excludes the Protestant

;

the Baptist excludes the Presbyterian; the

Disciples exclude the Friends, and so on ad

infinitum.

The Christians invite all to unite in Christ

on the Bible as a rule for individual govern-

ment, leaving each congregation free in faith,

and fellowship, and independent in govern-

ment. We are different from the sects,

vvhether the world sees it or not, and just

as we live that difference we shall compel

the public to notice it. But to me it is

not so important that the public should

know it, as it is that we should live it.

If We Are Only a Denomination in Cata-

log^ie With Otlier Denominations, WTiat

Mission Have We?
To live and emphasize our principles. Our

denominational life is much like that of

other religious bodies, we are denominated

for identification. There was a time when
they were denominated for separation, but

they are not seeking separation now. They
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are seeking cooperatiou and will eventually

come to the union for which Jesus prayed.-

The Disciples have a much less denomina-

tional life than do we, but they are far more
sectarian. They do not have delegated bodies ;

neither do the Baptists. The meetings of the

Disciples are conventions in the purest sense.

All who attend are memlvers, but they

have dug a trench in front of the door of

the Church and filled it with water and all

who enter, enter thereby. That is sectarian-

ism. We have no such creed, no such gaunt-

let to run, and it is our mission to live and

enforce that freedom. Let our denomina-

tional organization look after our denomina-

tional enterprises, Missions, Publishing,

Colleges, etc., but let the worship and the

work of our lives be to perpetuate a fellow-

ship free from creeds, dogmas, and doctrines.

Wherein Are AVe Better Tfiaii Others?

Only as we do better and more of it. As
individuals we are not better than others of

like faith and character, and none among us

so far as I know can thank God that they are

not as other men are, but as a people we
offer better things than others do.

We offer the Bible, free from creeds, and
this is challenging the love, confidence, and
admiration of all thoughtful men.

We offer the name christian for all the

followers of Christ; and no name has such

favor to-day as that precious name. You
mention that the Disciples are appropriating
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our name. They love It, as do all others,

and their love for it will hasten the day when
they shall be worthy of it.

Robert E. Speer, than whom there is none

better qualified to speak, says, in speaking

of names:
"And now, last of all, to what extent has

this degree and kind of unity been attained

on the foreign field? In the first place, we
have in no small measure desisted from im-

porting into the various foreign fields our

denominational titles and proprietary claims.

Happily, there are some of them that can-

not be translated. By God's great mercy,

the Chinese language will not lend itself to

the translation of many of these names.

You cannot translate the word Presbyterian,

or the word Methodist, or the words Protest-

ant Episcopal, into a great many of the

heathen languages; the languages have no

such terms. You can transliterate them and

then teach the heathen what the names mean,

but they have not words that correspond to

those and can serve as translations for them.

Happily, even in the lands where such terms

exist, the missionaries have often been wise

enough to thrust them into the back-ground.

It was agreed at the outset in the Philip-

pines, for example, that the evangelical

churches should bear one common Christian

name. If any body wanted to throw in a

little parenthesis at the end perpetuating the

western denominational name they could do

so, but the outstanding conspicuous name
was one. The same agreement I believe
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has been reached in Korea, and in many other

lands from the very beginning our western

denominational titles were not known. And
while here and there a particular missionary

institution may bear some proprietary title,

yet for the most part it is known as the mis-

sion hospital, or the mission school, or the

mission press, and no particular name is tied

to it to create distinctions in the minds of

those who may know of it.

"First of all, then, we have made a long

step in advance in leaving behind us the

names. Abandon the names, and the ideas

that the old name embodied will sooner or

later fade away."

"And so they go on to provide for the day,

which they hope to be near, when there shall

be no Church of Christ Presbyterian in

China, and no Church of Christ Methodist in

China, and no Church of Christ Episcopal or

Baptist in China, but one Church of Christ

with no qualifying adjectives whatever."

From The Christian Sun, of February 18th,

I copy the following:

Recently a child was sent to Boston, from
one of the mission fields, to be educated. She
was a Syrian, and her teachers had failed to

give her sectarian instniction. Arriving in

Boston, she was asked to what Church she
belonged, and, not being trained, she was
compelled to answer, "I belong to the Chris-

tian Church." Was not that sufficient? She
had accepted Christ as her Savior and so

why not wear His name? And her Bible

explicitly taught her that Christ was the
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Head of the Church; so why not designate

her Church by the name of its Head and
Founder? Dr. Newman Smyth, relating this

incident to a great conference of churchmen
in England recently, said that the American
churches were about ready to take to heart
this little mission girl's genuine and simple
declaration, and then added, significantly, "1

could not help thinking as I heard that story
of the beautiful scene in the gospel narrative
when a little child was set in the midst of

them" (Matt 18:2, 3). We heartily agree
with the editor of The New York Christian
Advocate, who, in commenting on this event,

observes truly : "What a sacrifice of time,

energy, money, and godly example is in-

volved in the petty jealousies and narrow
competitions of which the denominations are
guilty. The spirit of the little child trusting-

ly following the commands of the Father,
the only thing essential for religious loyalty,

will lead us after a while into the one posi-

tion from which victory can be obtained for

the cause of Christ."

We offer Christ as our Leader, and never

in the history of men was Jesus Christ so

exalted as He is to-day.

Some would even overthrow the Church

that He might have a more universal en

thronement. He is being lifted up and He
is drawing all men unto Himself. The day

of our triumph has come, and our only leader

has become the leader of all religious bodie<=

—we simply join the larger procession and

march to the triumphant note of His corona

tion. "To our credit, it ought to be said we
are not so much discussing Jesus Christ as

we are trying to follow Him. He does not

ask us that we should make definitions and
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Imprison Him in them. We cannot do that.

He is greater than any of our definitions.

When we think we have elucidated Him,

confined Him in diagrams, we know we have

failed. He does not ask us, I say, to under-

stand, to comprehend, or to define Iliiii.

Rather, He says, 'Follow nu\' To-day, piittin.^'

Jesus Christ in the midst and having in Him
a common basis for our belief, we all of us

are gathering around Him and drawing to-

gether."

We offer individual interpretation to all

men, and all men are accepting it. Whether

I am immersed or not, whether I believe the

doctrine of the Trinity or not, whether I

believe in vicarious atonement or not, wheth-

er I believe in a literal resurrection of the

dead or not, whether I believe in a fiery hell

or not, is my own affair. Whether a local

church will make these, or any of them, or

others a test of fellowship is its own affair

and one with which no other individual or

church has a right to interfere except by

moral suasion.

We offer the best basis of fellowship.

Not creed but character, and more univer-

sally than we now know this is taking fast

hold upon the life of the Church. We dare

not say we are better than others, but we
may say that we are offering better things

to the world.
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If We Are Not Better Than Others, What
Right Have AVe to Exist?

The same right that two good dollars

have to circnlate, or two good horses to pull

together, or two good men to live side by

side, or one good man and one good woman
to unite in marriage. We are not to exist

because we are better than others, nor be-

cause we are worse than others, nor because

we are just as good and no better than

others, but because we have a mission, a

field, a service, an opportunity, and a respon-

ability. Should we fail in these things, God

would raise up another people to stand

where we stand, and do the things we ought

to do.

Other people have become like us; the

difference is not now so noticeable; we can

no more poiRt to ourselves as the only people

doing such things. Our harvest has ripened;

our fruit is abundant, and it is like us; not

better, nor are we better than it. It takes

a denominational expert to tell one from

another denominationally in any of the great

world gatherings. They are simply Chris-

tians, what more could we desire?

There was once a Roman Catholic priest

In Ireland named Father Bray. He was a

very witty old man and not very learned.

At one time at a pubUc dinner, Earl Spenc^,

thinking to have a little sport with him,

turned and said : "Father Bray, we under-

stand you are a very learned man. Wcm't
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you please tell this company what is the dif-

ference between the cherubim and seraphim?"

"Whist," said Father Bray, "there was a

bit trifle of a difference between them some
time ago, hot it is all made up now,"

Is There Not a Plethora of Denominations
Without Our Body?

Yes, if by denomination you mean the sec-

tarian, but No, if you mean the orgunizatioii.

"The Fulness" of which you speak is not

apparent to me, especially so when I keep

in mind what I mean by denomination.

To-day the difference between the religious

bodies is not a difference of faith, but a

difference in metaphysics and machinery'.

The time will never come when men will

agree on points of metaphysics. In a free

country like ours there is no other way but

for each one to be allowed to travel the road

that suits him best. The man who wants a

bishop will have one, no matter what we
may say to the contrary, and the man who
doesn't want one, will walk out as did James

O'Kelly, and that's the end of the whole

matter. The Baptists manage to plod along

without a bishop, but the Episcopalian

would faint by the way, did he not have one.

One has as much right to have a bishop, as

the other has not to have. The salvation

of themselves, or others, does not depend

upon their having or not having bishops.

Then, I do not believe that we are over-

churched. In the majority of towns, cities,
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and rural districts, there is plenty of un-

occupied territory and unchurched people.

If on'any one Sunday morning all the people

of Dayton should go to church, they would

find themselves by the thousands, too many
for our church buildings.

We have too much sectarianism, too

much formalism, too much bigotry, too mucn

indifference, too murh phariseeism, too

much stinginess, too much ''holler," and not

enough dollar, but with it all there is a

growing together of the Christian life of

the world, and an increasing demand upon

the Church for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I am quite convinced, too, that as a rule

where there is but one church in any one

locality or village, that there you will find

the spiritual life below the level. Person-

ally, I despise an ism of any sort, but I am
convinced that a certain religious stimulus

results from two men working in the same

territory. The sum total of two men when
working together is greater than the sum
total of the same two men when working

separately. Should they be rivals they are

not workers together.

If Denoniiuatioiialism Is Right, Tlieii Why
Should Our People Oppose Denomina-
tionalism ?

Denominationalism, as I have defined it,

is right, and our people should not oppose it.
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If It Is Right for Christian Bodies to Di-

vide Into Sects and Parties With Party

Names, Then Were Not Our Fathers

Wrong in Starting the Christian Move-
ment?

It is not right, it never was right, it never

will be right for Christian bodies to divide

Into sects and parties and take party names,

and none more than they who have done

such things are now seeing the wrong of it.

But we must lieep in mind that the very

thing which caused the division is producing

the union. Men separated because they be-

lieved certain doctrines and felt that they

could not be true to themselves and to God
and fellowship men who were not of like faith.

Then, conscientious conviction of truth and
duty led them apart. Heroes of faith they

were among whom we number "Our Fath-

ers." Now men are as conscientious in their

belief that all Christ's followers should be

one. and because they believe they are throw-

ing off their sectarian life and flowing to-

gether.

Their heroic conscientious convlctioD of

truth led them apart, their conscientious con-

viction of truth is leading them together.

Of the truth of this statement there can be

no more convincing testimony than the move-

ment began by our fathers. They were con-

scientiously convinced of a truth, and

for the sake of that truth they withdrew
from the organizations to which they be-

longed, and formed an opposing party, to
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which party I have given my entire life and

labors.

If We Don't Oppose Denominationalism

,

Why Should We Exist as a Separate

People?

The very fact that we do exist as a

separate people, and can only exist as a

separate people, shows that we are a denomi-

nation. When our first church was organ-

ized, when our first clerk was elected, we

began our denominational life, and we have

increased it many fold by our churches, our

conferences, our State bodies, our Mission

Boards, our Publishing Association, etc.

Our mission in the world is not to oppose

that upon which we depend for efficient serv-

ice, but to lift up Jesus Christ, that He may
draw all men unto Himself; to exalt the

Bible above creed; to fellowship all men
who accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and

Master; to do our part in preaching the

gospel to the whole world, and to wear the

name Christian so humbly that those who
see us may know that we have been with

Christ and learned of Him. I oppose Meth-

odism, Presbyterianism. or any other ism

that becomes a sectarian element in the life

and practice of the people, but I do not

oppose their various ways of carrying on

their work, for we are compelled to carry

ours on in very much the very same way.
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If Christian Unity and Not Organic Union
Is All Our Savior Prayed For, Is Not

Our Position Exceedingly Awk^vard?

No, but on the other hand exceedingly log-

ical and convincing. Jesus did not pray that

they all might be one as John and James
were one, or as brothers are one, but that

they all might be one as "Thou and I are

one." The kind of unity for which He pray-

ed was not a unity of organization, nor a

unity of federation, nor a unity of coopera-

tion, nor a unity of fraternity, nor a unity

of relationships of men externally bound to

one another. The unity for which He pray-^

ed was not the ideal unity of brotherhood

among men, but the unity of God Himself.

One God, one Church. One as we are one.

God and His Son were not organized into a

union. No organic union between them, but

there was a unity, a oneness, and with that

prayer in mind Jesus is building one Church

—not two, nor ten. and while men divide

about the Church, separate into groups, be-

cause they love the Church, and want to

help build it, and we call it division, Jesus

maintains the steady purpose of oneness and

builds, and builds, and builds—one Church

and He will at last present it to Himself not

having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

If the Popular Idea of Union (Cooperation,

Federation, Fraternal) Is Correct, Then
Is Not Our Position Incorrect?

The popular Idea of union, cooperation,
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federation, etc., is not right, except as a

means to an end.

Five fundamental periods in church life

should be kept in mind

:

The Period of Separation.

The Period of Toleration.

The Period of Cooperation.

The Period of Federation.

The Period of Unification.

We separated from each other, and for a

long, long while lived apart; then we tol-

erated each other, expressing the hope that

God's mercy might be sufficient for the sins

of our fellows; then for a period we cooper-

ated with each other, even daring to ex-

change pulpits and help a little in each

other's revival meetings, and now we have

federated and have undertaken as one great

body of believers to do bigger and better

things for the kingdom. This period may be

;i long one. Better that it should be than

that the unification should be immature

when launched.

I record the above most deliberately, for

the essential unity of believers is not in the

external, not in the vote, but in the spirit.

We might all agree to our principles—but

we would go on as our folks are now doing

—

and have an endless variety of interpretation

of the principles. Men are so constituted

that it is impossible for them to see alike,

or to think alike, or to act alike. There

are no schismatics to be compared with those

who set up a fixed standard of belief, to

which all men must bow for all time to come.

24



The seventeen different kinds of Metliodists.

and the eleven different kinds of Presbyter-

ians in America, are proof enough that essen-

tial unity is something quite different from
similarity of creed. Men may subscribe to

the same dogmatic statement, swallow the

same creed, and yet have no sympathy in

their hearts or fellowship in their religion.

If all the churches of the world, or all

the individual members of them, were now
brought into organic union and the same
forms were adopted, that would not assure

us of unity. Underneath all these externals

there might be endless hatred, rivalry, and

jealousy. Never in the history of the

Church was it so corrupt, so essentially di

vided as in the days before the separate or

ganizations existed. Were we, as we now
are, to come into one great organic union,

it would work more mightily for disunion

than anything of which I can think. But In

the fulness of time it will come, as God has

planned that it shall.

If Ail the Denominations With Their

Creeds and Party Names Have a Right

to Exist, Then Ought We Not to Dissolve

and Go Out of Business?

No. But we should attend more strictly

to our business. We were born into the world

for a purpose and until that purpose is ac-

complished, no matter who else, or what else,

exists, w^e must attend strictly to our busi-

ness. If the Republican party has a right
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to exist, should therefore the Democratic

party dissolve and go out of business? If

the Anti-Saloon League has a right to exist,

should therefore the Prohibition party dis-

solve and go out of business? I presume no

one would deny these various bodies of be-

lievers the right to exist, and we have as

much right as they to exist, and are under

as much obligation to God and humanity as

are they. And we shall all go out of busi-

ness together. In that glad day, when we
shall be one, there will be no more Presby-

terians, nor Methodists, nor Baptists, but we
shall all be what we all ought now to be—
Christians simply. The reason Luke gives

for writing his Gospel will apply here. He
says

:

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to

draw up a narrative concerning those mat-
ters which have been fulfilled among us, even
as they delivered them unto us, who from
the beginning were eyewitnesses and minis-

ters of the word, it seemed good to me also,

having traced the course of all things accur-
ately from the first, to write unto thee, in
order, most excellent Theophilus

;

He makes the fact that there were other

writers a reason why there should be one

more. Why did he not say, Forasmuch as

others have done this work there is no need

of me doing anything. But no, not he. He
was too good a reasoner to put it that way.

Because others have done the best they can,

I must do the best I can too.

That was good reasoning; it should pre-

vail in all lines of Christian life and activ-
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ity. A i»ieacber ouce said in ray presence,

'•There are so many pi^aehers, I am not

needed." Then God made a mistake in call-

ing him. But I said to myself, that man is

jealous, spiteful—not intentionally so, but

so, nevertheless.

Luke reasoned in the right way : He said.

"Many men are taking up this subject, I

shall do what I can, too. I may not do as

well as they, but I think I can do better

;

at any rate I must make my contribution."

To me the very fact that others are trying

to save the world, trying to win men to

Jesus Christ, and are giving of their means
to spread the gospel is a good and sufficient

reason why we should do all we can, in the

best way we can, and as long as we can, and

everywhere we can.

If We Are to Be Simply a Denomination

With Other Denominations, Are We Not

the Poorest Equipped and Most Illogical

of All?

I do not think so. I do not know how well

the others are equipped, but I know some-

thing of our own equipment. To begin with,

we have about seventy conferences ; we have

thirteen hundred churches; we have more
than a hundred thousand members; we have

about thirteen hundred ministers ; we have

more than a thousand Sunday-schools; we
have more than two hundred Christian En-

deavor societies ; we have a Mission Board ; we
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have other boards ; we have two mission

fields; we have grea* territory in the United

States; our people have money; they have

sense, and they have religion ; we have splen-

did schools; we have more and better meet-

ing-houses than e^'er before ; we have a well-

organized Convention; we have a sti'ong

Publistdng Association; we have two weekly,

one semi-monthly, and one monthly papers;

we have a splendid Sunday-school literature

;

we have faith ; we have God ; what more do

we need? Only loyalty, love, fellowship,

devotion, and cooperation.

Is Not a Denomiiiation Without a Denomi-
national Creed and Name the Greatest

Monstrosity on the Face of the Earth?

Yes, I should think so, if a creed is neces-

sary to make a denomination. We have the

name, American Christian Convention, It's

a name that perhaps should be changed, but

it serves to denominate us, to identify us,

and to give us a method of expression. I

do not think we have a denominational creed,

nor am I convinced that any other people

have, but many of them have creeds so rank-

ly sectarian that they would shut the door

of heaven in the face of a saint.

I must say one other word about this de-

nominationalism or organizationalism. I

repent of, and confess my sins, I exercise

faith in Jesus Christ, and I pray. Jesus

forgives me, and I am saved. I am now
in the Church; the Church that Jesus is

28



building upon the rock—the one, and the only

Chnrch. There is an organization near me
with a name—it has deacons, and trustees,

and a clerk; a pastor and a form of wor-

ship. I present myself for membership in

that body. I am already in the Church,

but I am taken into that local body of be-

lievers.

I have now become a part of an organiza-

tion, and I must be denominated as such.

Later. God calls me into the ministry and

commissions me to preach the gospel ; I am
now called of God to preach, and no man
should say me nay; but there is an organ-

ization called a conference ; men organized

it; men denominated it; named it; it has

its rules and regulations, and before I can

preach—though called of God I be—to any

of the churches belonging to that conference,

I must again be denominationalized, or or-

trauizationalized; and unless I submit to all

the rules of that body, so far as God's call

to me is concerned, it does not count.

Brother, I sometimes think that we have

plenty of both the denominational name and

denominational creed, and I do not see how
we could live and work without them.

Our vitality is found in our principles, and

the method we have adopted for emphasizing

them.

We are still many members, but one

body. "For as the body is one and hath

many members, and all the members of the

body, being many, are one body, so also

Is Christ." Our unity is in Christ, who
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seeks no mechanical union, but rather the

building up of the body of Christ. He would

have us become "members in particular," not

nobody in particular.

"Thus may we all attain unto the unity of

the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son

of God, unto a full-grown man, unto the

measure of the stature of the fulness of

Christ." Never were we better prepared to

"grow up in all things into Him, who is the

Head, even Christ; from whom all the body

fitly framed and knit together through which

every joint supplieth, according to the work-

ing in due measure of each several part

maketh the increase of the body unto the

l.nikling up of itself into love."

The Christians are:

A people who believe that creeds cannot be
worded in Scripture language, and that no
sectarian or exclusive sect can word its

doctrine in Scriptural language.

A people who receive the Scriptures as their

only rule of faith and conduct, Christ as
their only leader. Christian as their only
name, and all Christians as their brethren.

A people whose God is the Lord, whose Christ
is God's Son, and whose comforter is the
Holy Spirit; a people who have not di-

vided the Deity into parts, labeling each
parcel according to rule.

A people who believe it to be the duty of all

Christians to receive each other in fellow-
ship on the simple confession of faith in

Christ, and an expressed determination to

abide by the Bible and cultivate godliness,

charity, and union, and to labor for the
glory of God among men.
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A people whose principles are rapidly becom-
ing known and felt among all tlie great
religious bodies of the world, and who re-

joice in the coming day when all men shall

unite in Jesus Christ and shall be content

to wear His name, develop His character,

and live in peace one with the other,

A people who hold that salvation of the
soul is more precious than human opinion
or minor definitions of faith as declared in

the creeds; a people who believe that a
narrower platform would be sectarian, a

broader one latitudinarian, and a substi-

tute, heretical,

A people whose faith embraces all truth, and
whose fellowship includes all saints; a

people who receive what the Bible teaches
and reject what the Bible rejects; a peo-

ple who believe in the unity of the spirit

and the bond of peace,

A people who extend their fellowship to all

who love the Lord, requiring nothing of
them but repentance toward Ood and faith

In the Lord Jesus Christ, with obedience
to His Word according to the dictates of

their own conscience,

A people whose principles are at once apos-
tolic and general, orthodox and liberal,

evangelical and charitable, pure and prac-
tical, safe and fraternal; whose name is

divinely given, and whose creed has never
been amended, and no part of it ever re-

pealed.

A people who do not regard water baptism
as a pre-requisite to membership in the
Church, or to the right of communion ; a
people who do not claim that the apostles
confined the observance of the Lord's Sup-
per to the first day of the week, nor yet
that they observed it every first day.
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A people who believe in the right of the Indi-

vidual to interpret God's Word for him-
self alone, but that while he enjoys such
right of interpretation, he is not to set up
his interpretation of truth as a standard
by which to measure and weigh the cor-

rectness of truth as conceived by another

;

a people who believe in prayer, in public
worship, in spiritual regeneration, in a

God-called ministry, in education, in mis-
sions, and in every other good and great
truth or line of Christian activity author-
ized by the Scriptures or proved effectual

by trial.

This pamphlet can be obtained for free distri-
bution, by sending to The Christian Publishing
Association, Dayton, Ohio, and inclosing 25 cents
per hundred, to cover postage.
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