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6 INTRODUCTORY.

how it has come to be what it is; whether it is
destined to become a greater institution in the
future, and whether it is not now advisable for
the State to recognise and assist it.












































































































44 UNIVERSITY EXTENSION AS IT IS,

the subjects of the courses; the fact that, com-
paratively speaking, so few young men attend the
lectures ; and, above all, the small degree to which
the system has been made available f r the working
classes, despite the fact that under occasionally
fortunate circumstances they have shown that they
might be its most enthusiastic supporters. All
three weak points are ultimately due to the diffi-
culties of men and of money. These will be con-
sidered presently. With money the courses might
succeed one another in regular educational sequence.
If the courses were in sequence, and if the lecturers
could be retained through their prime, when they
had gathered experience and power of speech, the
young men would be attracted. With such lec-
* turers, and with money to ¢ eapen the courses, the
working classes would be reached.





















































































































HOW EXTENSION HAS COME TO BE. 83

naturally to lend itself to the purposes of local
lectures.

It could hardly have been otherwise. For it
was inevitable that, the more the country came to
care for education, the heavier would be the claims
made on the activity and resources of the Uni-
versities as representative of the highest education
in the land. The movement has gone forward
without serious check. The area of its operations
has been very greatly extended: the methods of its
organization have been in all departments im-
proved. There remain, however, serious difficulties
in the system, and the question which we now
must face is how those difficulties can be met.
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3. University ExTEnsioN CENTRES 1889-90.
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4, University ExteEnsioN CENTREsS 1885-86.
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