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x THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

nation to pursue its peculiar line of development; and to
demonstrate the action of external forces in urging the
State to commit errors, for which she paid the penalty with
her life. My endeavour has been to state facts, and then
to suggest causes and consequences. .

I am aware that such a method is exposed to a serious
danger; it may induce the writer to strain facts in order
to suit a theory, may lead him to construct what Ferrari
styled Storia ideale, of which his own book is a luminous
specimen. I have done my best, however, to avoid this
patent danger by clinging close to facts, and I present my
reading of causes and consequences as nothing more than
suggestions, which I state strongly because they are the
best I am able to offer. A closer acquaintance with facts,
an acuter perception of cause, may lead my readers to
different conclusions.

Without the continual assistance of Romanin’s Storia
documentata di Venezia, an invaluable mine of information,
I could not have written this book. I have made use of
many other authorities, however, and their names will be
found in a short bibliography, which I trust may prove of
service to those who desire to pursue the study of Venice
further than I have been able to conduct them.

My sincerest thanks are due to Mr. J. A. Symonds,
who, in the course of reading the proofs, which he most
kindly undertook to do, made many and various suggestions
of the highest value for the construction of the work.

HORATIO F. BROWN.

CA’ TORRESELLA,
VENicE, December 1892,
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2 THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

and ingress to the inhabitants. At certain points inside the
lagoon, where the muddy bottom is more solid, small islands,
formed partly by nature and partly by man, rise above the
water-level. At first these islands were nothing more than
barren banks of clay or mud; yet it was upon such dubious
foundations that the hardy fishermen of the estuary were
destined to raise one of the most powerful and most beautiful
cities that the world has ever seen.

Though it is unlikely that the lagoons have altered
very much within the period of their known history, it is
probable that their surface was at one time of greater ex-
tent, that more of the mainland was under water than at
present. For the twelve island-townships, enumerated in the
chronicle of John the Deacon (Sagornino), one of the oldest
Venetian chronicles which we possess, can all be identified to
this day, though some of them are no longer, strictly speaking,
cities of the lagoon. These twelve townships play such an
important part in the early history of Venice, and we shall have
to refer so frequently to most of them, that it will be as well
here to give their names; they are Grado, Bibiones, Caprula
(Caorle), Heraclea, Jesolo (Cavallino), Torcello, Murano, Rialto,
Metamaucus (Malamocco), Pupillia (Poveglia), Clugies Minor,
destroyed in the Genoese war, and Clugies Major (Chioggia).
The chronicler adds that there are besides these qguamplurime
insulee habitabiles, very many more habitable islands. The
account of the Venetian district generally, which we can
gather from Livy and Strabo, shows physical conditions and
habits of life similar to those which exist to-day. “The
whole region,” says Strabo, speaking of the country between
the Julian Alps and the Adriatic, “ abounds in swamps and
rivers, and is partially covered by the sea. That is the only
portion which is affected by tides like the ocean, and there
the larger part of the plain is transformed into a salt-water
marsh. As in lower Egypt, the water is directed hither
and thither by ditches and dykes. Some of the island-
cities are completely surrounded by water, others are
washed on certain sides only.” “All commerce is carried
on by boats; and these boats are built with flat bottoms, to
enable them to pass over the shoals.”
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that their only sure dwelling was upon the impenetrable
waters of the Venetian estuary. Some deposit of popula-
tion, some residue of each of those emigrations, no doubt
remained behind in the lagoon-islands, and helped to
prepare the way for the final acceptance of their water-
home by the mainlanders; but the majority, with that
persistent love of the hearthstone, continued to rebuild
their shattered houses and temples after each incursion,
living in the incorrigible hope that the last would really
be the last. Two more terrible invasions, the invasion of
the Huns and the invasion of the Lombards, were re-
quired before the lesson was completely learned, and
the refugees settled down finally on those barren mud-
banks which they were destined to make so famous in
history.

The Venetian official account always assigned the 25th
of March 421 as the day on which Venice was
born.  Such precision is both misleading and
futile. But it is based upon a document well known to
Venetian historians, the famous commission of the three
Consuls who were sent from Padua to superintend the
building of a city at Rialto, where they might concentrate
the population and the commerce of the lagoons. “On the
25th of March, about mid-day, was the foundation-stone
laid.” There is little doubt that the document, as we have
it, is a forgery ; though it is highly probable that its sub-
stance is true to fact; and if it cannot be taken as estab-
lishing the date of the foundation of Venice, it is instructive
for various reasons. It shows us that the lagoon-islands
were inhabited, and that one of them, Rialto, lay on the
course of the river Brenta through the estuary, and really
commanded the sea-trade of Padua. It further shows that
the Paduans wished to establish a commercial centre at
Rialto, partly for safety, partly for convenience of traffic;
and, finally, it proves that the lagoons around Rialto, the
lagoons through which the Brenta passed, were at that
time under the control of Padua; a fact which the people
of Venice strenuously denied when they became stronger
than the Paduans.
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State. For, as we shall soon have occasion to note, the
question presently arose as to the exact relation of

Venice to Constantinople; were the lagoons to be 539-
considered a part of the Eastern Empire or were they inde-
pendent? In short, one of the claimants to supremacy,
~ whose aggression Venice was compelled to withstand if she
were ever to achieve independence, had now appeared on
the scene. The other claimant did not emerge till thirty
years later, when Alboin and his Lombards poured down
upon Italy.

After the fall of Ravenna, Belisarius was recalled by
the jealousy of the Emperor. But before long, his services
were again required to suppress a rising of the Goths
under Totila. Belisarius came insufficiently supplied with
men and money. His campaign proved a failure. He
was disgraced and superseded by Narses, the eunuch.
Narses massed his troops at Salona, near Spalato, on
the Dalmatian coast. He wished to reach Ravenna; but
he was deficient in transport ships; he accordingly aban-
doned the sea route. The interior mainland route was
blocked by the Franks, a collision with whom he desired to
avoid. Narses, therefore, determined to follow the coast
route, which had been left open in the belief that it was
impracticable for an army. This choice led the Imperial
general to the shore of the lagoons, at Grado, where he and
his troops embarked on board Venetian transports, and were
conveyed to Brondolo, at the south-eastern corner of the
estuary, and thence to Ravenna. Narses was eventually
victorious, and assumed the ‘government of Italy, with
the title of Duke. His conduct awakened suspicion at
Constantinople. He was threatened with recall, and was
presently superseded by Longinus, but not before he had
invited the Lombards, many of whom had served under
him, to bring their whole race sweeping down on Italy,
thereby avenging what he held to be his unjust treatment
by the Imperial Court.

The importance of Narses's campaign in the history
of Venice lies in this, that the general passed through
the lagoons, and, as he himself reported to his successor,
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Attila began, Alboin completed. Venetian history is the
history of the people who, under stress of repeated 68
invasion between the years 452 and 568, were 508
thus gathered together in the lagoons.

The chronicles detail at length the legend of this last
flight from the mainland, and chiefly how the people of
Altino came to settle at Torcello. The Lombards, “those
cruellest of pagans,” were sweeping down upon Friuli, and
the people of Altino resolved to fly. Some went to
Ravenna, some to Istria, some to the Pentapolis; some,
however, remained behind, in sore doubt whither they
should turn to seek a home. These people made a three
days’ fast and prayer to God that He would show them where
they might find a dwelling-place. Then a voice was heard,
as though in thunder, saying to them, “ Climb ye up to the
tower and look at the stars” Then the Bishop Paul
climbed the tower, and looking up to the heavens, he saw
the stars arranged as it were like islands in the lagoon.
Thus guided, the people of Altino moved to Torcello,
leaving their home to be burned by the Lombards when
they found it empty. The fugitives called their new abode
Torcello, in memory of many-towered Altino, which they had
left behind. Their first care was to build a church to the
honour of Mary, the Virgin. It was beautiful in form, and
very fair; its pavement was made in circles of precious
marbles. Then to Mauro, the priest, who was also from
Altino, were shown by miracle the places where other
churches should be built. “First,” he says, “ Saint Eras-
mus and Saint Hermes showed me the plan of a church to
be raised to them. Then, as I was walking along another
lido, I saw a wonderful sight: a large white cloud, and out
of it issued two rays of the sun, of a glorious clarity, which
fell upon me; and a liquid voice said to me, ‘I am the
Saviour and Lord of all the earth. The ground whereon
thou standest I give to thee, thereon to build a church in
My name.” Then came another most delicious voice which
said, ‘I am Mary, mother of the Lord Jesus Christ; I bid
you build another church to me. Then I came to a third
lido, and I saw the whole place filled with a diverse
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their churches, which sprang up not only on Torcello, but
upon many other islands of the estuary,some of which,

as for example the island of vineyards—Ie vignole—

and St. Erasmo, can be distinguished in the vision of priest
Mauro. The second point is that the Lombard invasion
gave the lagoon-dwellers a free and independent priesthood
of their own. The church moved along with the people
from the mainland to the lagoons. The Bishop of Altino led
his flock to Torcello; the Bishop of Padua moved to
Malamocco ; the Bishop of Oderzo to Heraclea; the Bishop
of Concordia to Caorle. And just as the refugees resolved
to remain in the lagoons, so the bishops declined to return to
their sces, which were now in the hands of Arian Lombards.
At the period about which we are writing, the resignation
of the church to exile in the lagoons was hardly less
important than the resolution of the refugees to remain in
their asylum,

As the Lombard invasion was the cause of the last
great influx of fugitives from the mainland, and as the
original population out of which Venice subsequently grew
may be considered as completed at this epoch, it will not
be inopportune to pause here a moment, and to endeavour,
as far as our scanty material will allow us, to realise the
physical and social conditions at which the Venetians had
arrived. '

The peopling of the lagoon produced, as we have
already indicated, a great activity in church-building. As
early as 421, the date of the reputed appointment of
consuls from Padua, we hear that the first church of the
lagoon, San Jacopo di Rialto, was built after a great
fire had destroyed many of the wooden houses which
covered that island. The church occupied the site of a
shipbuilder’s yard, where the fire broke out. Later still,
about the year 552, Narses, while on his way through the
lagoons, vowed to build two churches, one to S. Theodore and
one to S. Geminiano, if victorious against the Goths. He was
victorious, and he kept his vow. He built the Church of
S. Theodore, on part of the site now occupied by S. Mark’s,
and the Church of S. Geminiano, which no longer exists. This
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received, and secured the first diploma granted to the Venetian
people as a separate body. 3
But it was not possible that Venice should remain 5%4-

in diplomatic relations with the East alone. She found her-
self inevitably brought into contact with the power which
possessed the mainland of Italy. As the Lombards gradually
consolidated their sway, the Venetians were obliged to enter
into relations with them also, for the purposes of commerce.
And so we find the new-born state of Venice, eager for her
own liberty, determined to achieve complete independence,
placed in a middle position between the Eastern Empire and
the kingdom of Italy, both of which claimed a suzerainty,
and to both of which Venice made formal acknowledgment
of such superiority.

It is the difticulties and dangers of this position which
animate and govern the history of Venice during the
next two hundred and thirty years; forcing her to
struggle for her very life, and thereby training her to a
knowledge of her own strength. The superiority of the East
or of the West was never at any time a superiority de facto;
the lagoons were never held by Eastern Emperor or Western
King; but the claim of each was ever present as a standing
threat to Venetian liberty. What the Venetians desired was
commercial privileges and protection from both East and West;
what they dreaded was absorption into the empire or the
kingdom. The famous question of the original independence
of Venice may, we think, be resolved thus: the lagoons and
their inhabitants were first of all dependent on the cities of
the mainland. Those bonds became loosened, and finally
disappeared under the ruin wrought by barbarian invasions.
The lagoon-dwellers then elected their own magistrates and
were virtually independent. Their commercial enterprise and
their geographical position, however, brought them into
prominence again, and they were forced to seek a protect-
orate from the East and from the West, with the result that
the question of suzerainty was raised once more, and grew
in importance as Venice became more and more powerful.
Fortunately for the Venetians, it was only at rare intervals
that they were prominent enough to attract the serious
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Some attributes of the ducal position, however, would
697 seem to have been defined at once. The Tribunes were

* preserved, but as subordinate magistrates, appointed
by the Doge, who could punish or remove them. The Doge
had the right of summoning the Concio, or General Assembly ;
he also dealt with foreign powers. The conclusion of peace
or the declaration of war required the sanction of the
General Assembly, whose voice was necessary also for the
ratification of a treaty and for the election of a Doge. To
the Doge belonged considerable authority in ecclesiastical
matters, especially in the election and investiture of bishops;
he possessed a quasi-religious character, for on solemn
occasions it was part of his duty to bless the people whom
he ruled.

The election of Anafesto closes the first period of
Venetian history, a period which falls into three main
divisions. The first covers the years down to the invasion
of Attila in 452, during which the lagoons were inhabited
by a few fishermen, and were dependent on the cities of
the mainland. The second extends to the Lombard in-
vasion, when the double process was going on which freed
the lagoons from their servitude to the mainland, and at
the same time gave them a population. The third includes
the years from the Lombard invasion to the election of the
fist Doge, when the people thus gathered together began
to develop themselves internally, and to take their place
externally as a separate State.



CHAPTER 1II

The problem for Venice: To achieve external independence and internal
unity—Factors in the problem: Byzantine Empire, Kingdom of Italy,
the Church—Aristocratic and democratic elements in lagoon population
—Treaty with Liudprand—Defines Venetian territory on mainland shore
—Quarrels between Heraclea and Jesolo—Battle of the pine-wood—Mala-
mocco supports Jesolo—Death of Anafesto—AMarcello Tegaliano, Doge—
Church history—The See of Grado—Elias of Grado, Metropolitan of
lagoons and Istria—Aquileia Arian; Grado orthodox—Sereno of Aquileia
attacks Grado—The Lateran Council declares the separation of the Sees—
Orso Ipato, Doge—Leo the iconoclast—Venice drawn into the quarrel—
The Pope appeals to Liudprand— He seizes the Exarchate—The Exarch,
Paul, takes refuge in Venice— Venice restores the Exarch, and obtains com-
mercial privileges—Civil war in Venice; the Doge killed—The Dukedom
abolished in favour of the Magister Miles—Civil war—Dukedom restored—
Deodato, Doge—A modification in favour of Malamocco—The advent of
the Franks—The Pope hostile to the Emperor, and to the Lombard
King, appeals to Pepin—Pepin in Italy—His donation to the Pope—The
attitude of Venice—Her commercial activity—Civil wars—The Obelerii
and Barbaromani—Galla Gaulo, Doge—Domenico AMoncgario, Doge—
Supremacy of Malamocco — Appointment of two ducal assessors —
Maurizio Galbaio, Doge—Charlemagne in Italy—He orders the Pope to
expel the Venetians from Ravenna — The See of Olivolo — Giovanni
Galbaio, Doge Consort—His policy—AMaurizio Galbaio II., Doge Consort
—The Galbaii attack the Patriarch of Grado, an adherent of the Franks,
and kill him—Fortunatus, Patriarch of Grado; his Frankish policy—
The Galbaii expelled—Obelerio, Doge—Treaty between Charlemagne and
Nicephorus—Destruction of Heraclea and Jesolo—Their absorption in
Malamocco—The Obelerii visit Charlemagne—Pepin’s attack and defeat
—Rialto capital of the lagoons.

By the year 697 the lagoon communities were so far con-
structed as a State that they had created a constitution
and elected a chief; while, in their foreign relations,
they had secured a virtual independence, though forming, nomi-
nally, a part of the Eastern Empire, and paying tribute for
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invasions. Elias, Bishop of Grado in 579, obtained from
Pope Pelagius IT. a decree which erected his See

into the Metropolitan Church of the lagoons and of 7
Istria. After the Lombard invasion the mainland bishoprics,
under Lombard protection, became Arian and heretical. Then
the Bishop of Grado claimed that his See, which remained
orthodox, was the real patriarchal See of the lagoons, in
opposition to Aquileia, which had followed the course of the
other mainland Bishoprics. But the erection of Grado into
the patriarchal See of the lagoons and Istria, was tolerated
rather than confirmed by Rome ; and the Patriarch of Aquileia
still had grounds for disputing the pretensions of his neigh-
bour. As the population of the lagoons grew in wealth and
importance, so the See of Grado grew; and this prosperity
fed the hatred which inspired the Patriarchs of Aquileia. At
last, in the reign of the Doge Tegaliano, Sereno, Patriarch of
Aquileia, with the help of the Lombards, who were always
ready to extend their territory, besieged, captured, and sacked
the city of Grado. The Bishop naturally sought protection
from the Doge, the civil chief of the lagoons, and an orthodox
Christian, not an Arian. But though the claim for aid was
a legitimate one, questions of self-interest prevented the Doge
and the Venetians from moving on behalf of the captured
township. They were afraid that if they came into collision
with the Lombards, who were supporting Sereno, they would
forfeit the commercial privileges which they had acquired
under Anafesto. The Doge contented himself with appealing
to Pope Gregory II. on behalf of Grado. It was certain
that the papal authority would support the orthodox Patriarch
Donato, not the Arian Patriarch Sereno; and Pope Gregory
did in fact write to Sereno in vigorous terms, forbidding
him to enter his neighbour’s territory. But it was equally
certain that if the Doge refused to take overt steps, the Pope
possessed no physical force by which he could compel
obedience to his orders. The quarrel continued to rage till, in
732, the Lateran Council formally declared the separation of
the two jurisdictions, assigning to Aquileia the mainland from
the Mincio eastward to the Alps, to Grado the Venetian
lagoons and Istria. The result of this long struggle, of
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Venetians would expel the invaders, he promised them large
commercial privileges in Ravenna and the whole 6.
Pentapolis. Under these circumstances the Venetians 72
followed the policy which was inevitable for a race that
was aiming at complete independence, the policy of attack-
ing the stronger and supporting the weaker of two enemies.
They were not iconoclasts, and they had much to lose by
an open rupture with Liudprand; they had nothing to fear
from Leo, if they remained neutral. But Leo was far away,
and so obviously weak that he could not send a single ship
in support of his Exarch, Paul; while Liudprand was hard
by, powerful and steadily advancing. The question, now
posed for the first time, “ Which will you Venetians choose,
East or West 2” received the answer which it continued to
receive, on each new demand, during the next eighty-four
years. The Venetians decided to support the weaker of
the two competitors; they agreed to restore the Exarch
Paul.

The Doge appears to have been the prime instigator
of this decision; and he found support from an unexpected
quarter. The Pope, who no less than the Venetians,
dreaded the aggrandisement of Liudprand, was alarmed at
the fall of the Exarchate and the Pentapolis, and found
himself forced against his will to make common cause
with the Venetians in favour of his enemy, the iconoclastic
Emperor. A letter from Gregory gave weight to the Doge’s
advice. The Venetians armed a fleet, attacked Ravenna,
captured it, slew the commander Paradeo, Duke of Vicenza,
and made prisoner Liudprand’s nephew, Hildebrand.

Paul the Exarch was restored, but he was unable

to maintain himself in the midst of the tumults roused by
his attempt to enforce the edict against images. He was
killed the same year.

The part which Venice took in the restoration of the
Exarch to his government was most honourable to the
growing State. In the case of Narses, 125 years earlier,
the lagoon-dwellers had assisted the Imperial forces in a
desultory and guerrilla fashion. But now the Venetians
single-handed, with an armament all their own, under their
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of an annual magistracy for the Dukedom would meet the
case. The new chief of the State was called the

Mastro Miles, the Master Soldier, and he held his 31
office for one year only.

This experimental constitution did not last more than six
years. There were signs that the murder of Orso and the
expulsion of his family had not really put a check upon
the Eastern policy which that Doge was accused of exagger-
ating. For we find that Deodato, the fourth master of
soldiery, was a son of the murdered Orso; that the fifth
received the title of Hypatos, which had given so much
offence, and that the sixth, and last, was a native of
Heraclea, the very township whose citizens had proved so
distasteful, as Doges, to the rest of the community. This last
election caused the civil war to break out once more.
After a fierce battle between the people of Jesolo and
Heraclea, the master of the soldiery, Giovanni Fabriaco,
was captured and, in accordance with the barbarous Greek
custom, which became common in Venice, his eyes were
put out by being exposed over a brazier of live coal.

The population grew weary of these disastrous civil wars
which the new constitution, no less than the old, seemed
powerless to curb. A general assembly was sum-
moned, not at Heraclea but at Malamocco, and 742
Deodato, son of the last Doge, was chosen the fourth Doge
of Venice.

The election of Deodato closes an important period in the
early history of the lagoon communities. The position of
Venice in relation to other powers, had been greatly
improved by the expedition to Ravenna. Internally the
advance was even more striking. The growing State had
made trial of a constitutional elective monarchy under the
first Doges; had discovered the dangers inherent in such a
system; had abolished the Dukedom, and tried a yearly
presidency under the Master Soldiers; had found this
magistracy inadequate, and had returned again to the
government by Doges, but with a difference. The Doge is a
Heraclean, it is true; he is elected, however, no longer at
Heraclea but at Malamocco, and reigns there. A step has
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himself less and less willing to accept the annual election
of the Tribunes. His opposition cost him his 6
throne, his eyesight, and his life. He was killed 794
in 764.

We do not gather from our authorities whether the
people of Heraclea had any part in the deposition and the
murder of Monegario. But it is not improbable that they
took their share in that event. For in the person of the
next Doge, Maurizio Galbaio, we find a revival of Heraclean
influence in the lagoons. The new Doge was a native
of Heraclea, but he continued to reign in democratic
Malamocco.

The reigns of Maurizio and his son and successor Gio-
vanni, bring us to the most important period of Venetian
history that we have traversed as yet. The lagoon
community was exposed to the greatest dangers it had hitherto
faced ; and the pressure which was then brought to bear
upon it, achieved its unification, and caused it to emerge as a
full-grown independent State.

Desiderio, the last King of the Lombards, threatened to
attack Ravenna. The Archbishop Leo, who held it for the
Pope, appealed for assistance to Rome, and Rome, following
a policy which had now become traditional, begged the
Franks to descend once more to its aid. Karl the Great
complied willingly. In 773 he crossed the Alps, and
by the following year he had destroyed the Lombard
Kingdom, and established the Franks in its place.

The difference between Frank and Lombard, as far
as Venice was concerned, did not make itself immediately
apparent. One barbarian lord of the mainland had taken
the place of another; that was all. Venetian commerce
on the continent continued, we know, and “to the fair
at Pavia came the Venetians, bringing with them from
over seas all the riches of the Orient.” But Karl was
a very different neighbour from Liudprand, Desiderio,
or Astolf He was fully aware that the Venetians, face
to face with the masters of the mainland, had always
declared themselves and shown themselves faithful allies of
Constantinople. He had no intention that such a hostile
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and Nicephorus took her place. When Karl's ambassadors
arrived they were well received, and Nicephorus
showed a disposition to treat amicably with the

new Roman Emperor. The result of these negotiations
was a contract between Karl and Nicephorus, concluded
at Salz. The treaty determined the respective dominions
of the two Empires, where they were conterminous. What
position was assigned to Venice in this compact is not abso-
lutely clear. The Venetian chronicler Dandolo says: “In
this treaty it was expressly stated that the Venetian cities
and the maritime cities of Dalmatia which had remained
unshaken in their allegiance to the Empire, should in no
way be molested, invaded, or minished; and that the
Venetians should enjoy in peace the possessions, liberties, and
immunities which they had been accustomed to hold in the
kingdom of Italy.” Eginhard says that Karl took * Istria,
Liburnia, and Dalmatia, except the maritime cities.” The
statement of Eginhard, who is a contemporary, is less
definite than that of Dandolo. But we may take it that
Venice of the lagoons was really declared by this treaty to
form a part of the Eastern Empire.

The reign of the two Galbaii had been marked by a
strong tendency towards Constantinople, and by an
equally strong anti-Frank policy. The inevitable
reaction had placed Obelerio on the throne. But the
trinmph of the Frankish democratic Church party had been
achieved with so much difficulty that Obelerio did not dare
to display too openly his own political proclivities. This
hesitation is shown by the fact that although the revolution
designed by Fortunatus had been successful, he was not
invited to return and to fill his See of Grado. The Doge felt
that the presence of so pronounced a Frankophil would
endanger his own authority. The attitude of the Venetian
population, face to face with the Franks on the mainland,
was one of highly nervous excitement. They seem to have
felt that the crisis in their history was approaching, and
that upon the turn which events now took, depended their
success or their failure to secure the liberty they desired,
and to make themselves a State.

804.












CHAPTER III
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—Agnello Particiaco, Doge—The growth and embellishment of Rialto
—Venice excluded from the Frankish Empire—Plot against the Doge—
Relations with the East—The Saracens— Giovanni Particiaco, Doge
Consort—Quarrel in the Doge's family—G@iustiniano Particiaco, Doge
—War with the Saracens—Aquileia and Grado—The translation of S.
Mark’s body—Giovanni Particiaco, Doge—Last efforts of the Frankish
party—The Dogeship almost hereditary—The Particiachi expelled—
Picetro Tradonico, Doge—The Sclav pirates and the Saracens—The expedi-
tion to Taranto a failure—Saracens threaten the lagoons—The pirates
threaten the lagoons—Defences of the lagoon entrances—Treaty with

*  Lothair, oldest diplomatic document—Feuds between noble families—
Murder of the Doge—Orso Particiaco 1., Doge—Aquileia and Grado—
The quarrel between the Doge and Patriarch of Grado about presentation
to Torcello — Erastian attitude of Venice — Quarrel with Aquileia—
Giovanni Particiaco II., Doge—War of Comacchio—Orso Particiaco,
Doge Consort—Pictro Candiano I., Doge—War with Dalmatian pirates
—Pictro Tribuno, Doge—The diploma of the Emperor Guy—Hungarian
invasion—Fortification of Venice—Orso Particiaco, Doge—The diploma
of the Emperor Rudolph—Venetian right to coin money—Pietro Candiano
II., Doge—Alliance with Istria against pirates—Quarrel with Wintker—
Pietro Particiaco, Doge—Pictro Candiano I11., Doge—Lupo, Patriarch
of Aquileia, reduced— Pietro Candiano IV., Doge—Meaning of his election
—Relations with Otho II., and with Zimices—Ambition of Candiano—
His death— Pictro Orseolo I., Doge—Taxation of Venice topay Hwalderada's
dowry—Rebuilding of the Palace and S. Mark’s—Flight of the Doge—
Vitale Candiano, Doge— Tribuno Memo, Doge—Family feuds—Caloprini
and Morosini—Death of Otho—The Doge deposed.

THE period we are now about to enter is marked by two
broad characteristics, which we shall find displaying 810
themselves in the course of this narration. First, )
there is a tendency to render the Dukedom hereditary in some
one powerful family—a tendency which was alwayschecked by
the instinct of the people, who, as they had already declared,
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Jesolo, the ancient rival of Heraclea, the original home
of the last Doge’s family. No sooner was Tradonico 816,
seated on the throne, however, and had won the 36
confidence of the people, than he induced them to forget one
of the chief reasons which had led to his own election. At
his request they gave him leave to raise his son to the
position of Doge Consort. Such persistence in the habit
of creating a Doge Consort would almost lead us to suppose
that there existed a party in the State which considered
such an office to be constitutionally a necessity.

The reign of Tradonico is of high importance in the
history of Venice. During this stormy quarter of a century
the Republic was exposed to two great external dangers,
one from the Sclav pirates of the Dalmatian coast, the other
from the Saracens; her commercial position on the mainland
of Italy was greatly strengthened by her friendly relations
with Lothair, while internally, she suffered from the violence
of those family feuds which tore the State asunder.

The broken coast-line of Dalmatia, with its numerous
islands lying parallel to the shore, with its deep gulfs, its
narrow channels, rapid currents and sunken rocks, had long
offered a fitting shelter for the hordes of Sclavs who, settling
upon those shores, took to piracy as a profession. These nests
of freebooters were a perpetual menace to Venetian trade,
and as early as the last reign, the Dalmatian pirates had
begun to seize Venetian merchantmen while beating their
way up the Adriatic, and making for Venice. One of the
first acts of Tradonico was to attack the corsairs on two
occasions. The earlier expedition proved successful. But a
lawless race, such as the Dalmatian pirates, was not to be
bound by treaties of peace, and the Doge had no sooner
turned his back than depredations began again. The second
expedition was unsuccessful, and Venetian trade remained
exposed to the dangers of freebooters till the glorious
expedition of Pietro Orseolo IL curbed the audacity of the
Dalmatians for a time.

A still more formidable foe was about to claim the atten-
tion of the young Republic. The Emperor Theophilus sent to
request the help of the Venetian fleet against the Saracens,
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Venice the right to coin money. No doubt the Venetians
had possessed a mint in much earlier periods of their
history ; in the reign of Karl, we hear that the State 9"
bound itself to pay a tribute in Venetian currency ; and the
diploma of Rudolph itself speaks of the ancient right by
which the Doges struck their own coins. What the clause
in this diploma really did was to give legal currency to
Venetian money in the markets of Italy.

The Doge, Orso II, after a peaceful reign of twenty
years, followed the example set by his relatives and prede-
cessors, Giovanni and Orso; he abdicated and retired into
a monastery. His successor was Pietro Candiano
IL, son of the Pietro Candiano who was slain while 93
fighting the pirates near Zara.

The people of Istria desired to enter on an alliance
with the Venetians against their common enemy, the
Dalmatian pirates. Their ambassadors arrived in Venice, to
conclude a treaty; and as petitioners for a favour, they
virtually admitted, in return, Venetian supremacy over the
coast cities of Istria, by promising to pay a yearly tribute of
one hundred amphoree of their excellent Istrian wine. These
beginnings of Venetian lordship in Istria alarmed and
irritated the Marquis Wintker, representative of the King of
Italy in those parts. He confiscated all Venetian goods,
seized all Venetian shipping, and forbade the Istrians to
trade with the Republic. This would have entailed a
serious war had the Doge not learned from his prede-
cessors that Venetian commerce was so essential to all her
neighbours, as to place at the disposal of the Republic a
weapon, less costly and more efficient than an army or a
fleet. The Doge retaliated on Wintker by declaring the
isolation of the Istrian ports, and so rapid was the action of
the blockade that Wintker was instantly obliged to beg the
Patriarch of Grado to mediate between himself and the Doge.
The Marquis was compelled to sign a treaty by which he
gave the fullest satisfaction to Venice, and secured her in all
her demands as regards Istria, where the Republic now became
a factor of prime importance, and thus took her first step
towards the establishment of her supremacy in the Adriatic.
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hundred houses which stood between the Piazza and S.
Maria Zobenigo. The Doge turned his attention to

the restoration of these buildings. He brought
workmen from Constantinople to carry out his designs. He
devoted most of his private fortune to the new Basilica, for
the protection and maintenance of which he created the first
Procurators of S. Mark, an office which eventually became
the most honourable in the State after the Dukedom itself.

The faction of the Candiani was not content, however,
to see the Dogeship remain out of its possession. Plots
menaced the Doge’s life, and there grew daily in him
a desire to withdraw into monastic life. This desire
was fostered, and came to a climax when a certain Fra
Guarino arrived from Aquitaine. The Doge resolved to quit
the world, but he dreaded the opposition of his people. He
resolved to escape secretly. On the night of 1st September
976 he left his palace, passed the lagoon to Fusina, found
horses at Sant’ Ilario, rode rapidly through North Italy,
and reached the monastery of S. Michele di Cusano in
the Pyrenees, where twenty-nine years of pious life
and religious exercises procured him the honours of
canonisation. .

The faction of the Candiani triumphed in the election
of Vitale, brother of the murdered Pietro. But .
upon him too, as upon so many wearers of the 91
ducal bonnet, there fell the disgust of life. After only
fourteen months’ reign Vitale retired to the monastery
of Sant’ Ilario, where he shortly died.

In the reign of his successor, Tribuno Memo, we reach
a crisis in Venetian internal history, and close a
period of her natural growth. It was in Memo’s
reign that family feuds burned up to their fiercest, and
ended in an explosion which cleared the air and left the city
comparatively free for the future.

The rivalry of the Candiani and the Orseoli, a family
which was desirous of making itself dynastic, as the Particiachi
and the Candiani had all but done, divided at least the
wealthier and nobler families in Venice. Marriage con-
nections bound the Doge to the Candiani, whose faction
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The Doge’s attention was at once drawn to questions
of commercial policy. The inherent commercial
instinct of the Venetians asserted itself the moment %"
it was free to choose its own course. The Chrysobol, or
Golden Bull, granted by the Emperor Basil, contained
privileges for Venetian merchants far in excess of any they
had hitherto enjoyed in the East. By the terms of the
Bull, Venetian traders were admitted to a customs tariff
more favourable than that imposed upon other merchants;
it was stipulated, however, that they were not to carry as
Venetian goods the property of Lombards, Amalfitans, or
Jews; their cargoes were to be bond fide Venetian cargoes.
Subjects of the Doge were placed directly under the jurisdic-
tion of the logothetes or Secretary of Finance, and were thus
freed from the vexatious delays and annoyances of the
inferior local courts, and brought into direct relations with the
Emperor himself; for, from the days of Leo the Isaurian, the
Emperors had virtually been their own finance ministers,
and the logothetes, under whose supervision the Venetians
were now placed, was one of the most prominent officers of
the Imperial household. In return for these privileges the
Venetian fleet was to be held at the disposition of the
Emperor for the transport of troops. It was the power and
excellence of her fleet which gave to Venice that com-
manding position which she was rapidly acquiring, and
enabled her to secure commercial advantages to which no
other maritime state could pretend.

On the Italian mainland commercial policy presented
a somewhat different problem for the Doge. The power of
an Emperor who was not only a foreigner but continually
absent, could never be very great. At this moment, moreover,
the Emperor, Otho III, was a minor. For all practical pur-
poses Orseolo found himself obliged to deal directly with the
small semi-independent princes, feudatories of the Empire.
This he did. He concluded separate treaties with each of
these, though he did not omit to secure from the Emperor
the ratification of the treaties by a diploma, which was
signed at Miilhausen in 992.

Nor did the commercial activity of the Doge cease
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and, faced by this combination of a ruinous blockade with
Imperial disfavour, the Bishops of Belluno and

Treviso submitted. But the Doge exacted not

merely the restitution of the stolen territory ; he demanded,
and obtained through the Imperial support, the right 6
to erect Venetian warehouses for goods, and to open 995
Venetian markets on the continent, upon the banks of the
rivers Sile and Piave, whose waters gave easy access to
Venetian vessels. Continuing this policy of extending
Venetian influence on the Italian mainland, and laying,
though perhaps unconsciously, the foundations of the
Venetian land empire, by means of Venetian factories and
marts, the Doge rented from the Bishop of Ceneda a castle on
the river Livenza, and thereby brought the Venetian merchants
into immediate connection with the German traders who came
down into Italy by the Ampezzo route. Somewhat later, in
the year 1001, a further extension of privileges was obtained
from the Bishop of Ceneda. The Venetians opened another
factory in that See; they were exempt from all dues upon
imports passing through the diocese, and they were relieved
from all taxation on salt. In the same year the Doge
undertook to farm a third of the revenues which belonged
to the Bishopric of Treviso.

It would be difficult to exaggerate the importance of
Orseolo’s commercial policy. In him the spirit of Venice
speaks out. We seem to see the young State, now for the
first time in its life, giving signs of a conscious purpose and
tendency of its own. And concessions of such moment,
wrung from hostile neighbours, are a proof that Venice had
the power, no less than the will, to achieve her aim, and to
make her object of desire an accomplished fact. Free com-
mercial intercourse with Venice was rapidly becoming an
absolute necessity for the mainlanders. She was at once the
emporium and the market of all the neighbouring cities, and
therefore held them virtually at discretion. She steadily
extended her commercial influences in Italy, absorbing the
trade of the continent, and planting her merchants first
where her arms were presently to follow.

These bloodless triumphs were not the sole glory of
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them the cessation of the annual tribute and a pledge not
to infest the Adriatic, were accepted by the enemy;

the object of the expedition seemed to be accom-

plished. But the Doge had no sooner set his course towards
Venice, than the pirates took up arms again. Then Orseolo
resolved to strike a decisive blow. Leaving his moorings
at Zara Vecchia, he made himself master of Curzola, and
advanced towards the great stronghold of Lagosta, which
was thought to be impregnable. The Narentines seemed
inclined to yield; but when they learned that the Venetians,
if victorious, intended to raze the city to the ground, they
prepared for resistance to the death. The assault was given.
The Venetians and friendly Dalmatians swarmed up the
precipitous rocks on which the city walls were built. Many
were hurled back. Some succeeded in reaching and mastering
a tower by breaching its base. Through the opening thus
caused in the defences, the Venetians poured into the city;
the inhabitants were put to the sword, and in a short time the
pirates’ most formidable stronghold was levelled to the ground.

The Doge’s return home was a triumphal progress. The
Dalmatian coast towns recognised him as Duke of Dalmatia.
He left their civic constitutions undisturbed, exacting merely
a nominal tribute in token of Venetian supremacy. Venice
received Orseolo with every demonstration of joy. In a
general assembly of his people, the Doge explained his
conduct, gave an account of his operations, and received a
confirmation of his new title, “ Duke of Dalmatia.”

Apart from the suppression of piracy, the Dalmatian
war of Pietro Orseolo II. was an event of prime importance
in the history of Venice. Though Dalmatia did not at once
become a part of Venetian territory, yet its towns now acknow-
ledged Venetian lordship; and & most important step had been
taken towards the supremacy of the Republic in the Adriatic.
More than this, Venetian merchants were now able to open
warehouses in the Dalmatian seaports, such as Zara, where
they could store all the merchandise that came from the
interior, the valleys of the Save and the Drave. The
danger that the city of Venice might be starved into a sur-
render was considerably reduced. The seaboard of Dalmatia
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was not a visit of mere curiosity. There is little doubt
that he desired to enlist the sympathy of the Re-
public for his ambitious designs in Italy, and his
presence in the lagoon city must be taken as a tribute to
the position which Venice had now acquired.

From the East, too, came other demonstrations of the
same high reputation. The Doge was invited to
assist the Greek Governor, who was confined by the
Saracens in the city of Bari. He manned a fleet and sailed
to the relief of the besieged city. In a very short time he
succeeded in raising the blockade of the port, and introduced
a copious supply of provisions. The Doge then organised a
sortie. The battle lasted for three days; but during the
night of the third day the Saracens silently struck camp
and withdrew, leaving the city of Bari, whose gratitude to
Orseolo knew no bounds, uncaptured and free. Nor was
the joy at Constantinople inferior. The Doge was invited
to send his son, Giovanni, to the capital. There he was
received with almost royal honours, He was created
Patrician, and wedded to the niece of the Emperor Basil
On his return to Venice, Giovanni and his bride were again
the object of popular demonstrations, which were renewed
on the birth of a son. Fortune seemed to smile on
the family of Orseolo. But the rapidly growing traffic with
the East brought in its train one of the curses which the
East has never failed to send westward. The plague
appeared in Venice. It wrought the greatest havoc, carry-
ing oft the Doge’s son, his daughter-in-law, and grandson,
besides a vast number of the people. Nor was this all
Famine followed the plague. Yet so attached were
the Venetians to their Doge, so mindful of the glory and
the prosperity which he had secured, that, far from laying
the blame for their misfortunes at his door, as they certainly
would have done had he been unpopular, they endeavoured
to console him by electing another son as Doge Consort.
But the Doge was inconsolable; the loss of his son and
his grandson dealt too severe a blow. Though quite a
young man, only forty-eight years old, he was already
broken by the activities, the campaigns, the diplomatic

IOOI.
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fled to Istria. Poppo, under pretence of protecting the
vacant See, begged leave to enter Grado with his
troops, promising that the occupation should be
peaceful. But he was no sooner in possession of the town
than he surrendered it to the violence of his soldiers. He
seized the treasure and the more precious relics, and
returned with them to Aquileia, after placing a garrison in
the half-ruined city.

The loss of Grado was a blow which Venice could not
patiently endure. From the ecclesiastical point of view
it was absolutely necessary for the Republic that she should
have a Patriarch of her own, independent of the rulers of
the mainland. The submission of Grado to Aquileia violated
the strongest instinct of the lagoon population, their deter-
mination to be independent. The party of the Orseoli
pointed to the fall of Grado as the result of hostility to the
Doge. The fugitive Duke was recalled from Istria, entered
Venice, and immediately placed himself at the head of an
expedition which recovered and refortified Grado.

But the episode of Grado did not check the general
current of feeling in Venice, that still ran counter to
the dynastic tendency which the Orseoli were supposed
to represent. The attitude of the Venetians was still as it
had always been. They would not brook foreign interfer-
ence, nor would they endure domestic sovereignty. A fresh
pretext was soon offered when Doge Otho insisted on nominat-
ing to the See of Olivolo, a young lad, a Gradenigo, still in
his teens. The Doge was seized, his beard shaved, and
himself banished to Constantinople.

The reign of Otho Orseolo had been a long one, and not
inglorious ; but the party opposed to his family and 6
to its dynastic tendency, had gained the upper hand. 020
On the expulsion of the Orseoli, Pietro Centranico became
Doge. The Orseoli, however, still had friends in the city, and
the Republic was soon made to feel that the recent successes of
the State had been due, in a very large degree, to the ability
and personal prestige of the race it had expelled. Faction
feuds inside the city broke, out once more, and weakened
the power of Venice. The Dalmatian cities renounced their
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was, in fact, made twice in Venetian history. Once when
Obelerio admitted the suzerainty of Karl, and received
his orders as to the government of the lagoons; and
again, when the Caloprini, in exile, offered, as the price of
their restoration, to hold Venice for the Emperor Otho. But
there was one insuperable difficulty in the way; the lagoons
were impregnable. The Venetian people were resolved to be
free : and before an army favourable to a dynastic pretender
could have reached the heart of the lagoons, they would
have risen and deposed or slain the Doge who should have
dared to violate the tacit agreement that Venice was never
to be made subject to any lord; the foreigner, on his arrival,
if he ever could have arrived, would have found no one to
support. In short, the lagoons saved Venice from domina-
tion by any foreign master ; and they also materially assisted
to prevent any Venetian from making himself supreme
through foreign aid; while the instinct of the Venetians
precluded him from founding a dynasty in any other way.
The reign of Domenico Flabianico is important chiefly
from the constitutional side. His election marked the climax
of reaction against the Orseoli and the dynastic tendency. The
whole of that family was ostracised, debarred in perpetuity
from holding any oftice in the State. The democratic move-
ment, which was represented by the new Doge, proceeded still
farther. Two laws, tending to limit the powers of the Doge,
and to define his position, were proposed and adopted.
The first rendered the election of a Doge Consort illegal
But the Doge, single-handed, was unable to cope with all
the affairs of the growing.State. And this consideration
led to the second proposal, in which we find the germ of
two most important departments in the machinery of the
Venetian constitution. Two Consigliers Ducali, or privy
councillors, were now appointed to assist the supreme magis-
trate in the discharge of his duties; and the Doge was now
obliged, not merely recommended, to invite (pregare) the
more prominent citizens to lend him their aid in discussing
momentous affairs of State, thereby laying the foundations
of that branch of the legislature which was subsequent.ly '
known as the Pregadi, or Senate
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the Eastern Empire. Robert Guiscard had passed over from
Italy to the eastern shores of the Adriatic, and had
laid siege to Durazzo. Alexius, the Emperor, in
alarm, turned at once to Venice. He begged the Republic
to send a fleet in succour of Durazzo; he made offers of
abundant recompense in case of success ; and in any event, he
guaranteed to the Venetians the cost of the expedition. The
Republic accepted the terms. The Doge himself conducted a
large and powerful fleet to Durazzo, which, under the guidance
of George Paleologus, was making a stout resistance. When
the Venetians appeared on the scene, Robert Guiscard
endeavoured to induce them to abandon Alexius. But the
Republic held firm by its ancient alliance and to its tradi-
tional policy of supporting the Eastern Emperor, distant and
weak.

The battle in the harbour proved favourable to the
Venetians, thanks to their able tactics and skilled seaman-
ship ; thanks also to the device of great weights, rove up to
the yardarms and then let go suddenly as the enemy’s ships
closed in, a weapon which sent many of the Norman ships
to the bottom. Durazzo was relieved on the sea side and
provisioned. The land side was still held by the enemy.
But the imprudence of Alexius cancelled the advantage
gained by the Doge. The Emperor arrived with an army,
and, in spite of warning, insisted on offering battle. A
ruinous defeat was the result. The Venetians and the
Greeks suffered alike. The Normans closed round the city
once more, and it presently fell into their hands. The
alliance with Alexius proved still more disastrous to the
Republic. A second attempt to master the Normans led
to a crushing defeat. The Doge found his policy repudiated
by Venice, and he was deposed.

But though Selvo left behind him no reputation for
success, his reign made an indelible impression upon the
manuers of the Venetians. Selvo had married a Greek
wife, whose luxury, if we are to believe the chroniclers,
gave great offence to the hardy, and probably uncivilised,
people among whom her lot was cast: artificiosa voluptate
sc mulcebat, they say of her; they tell of her scents and
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which they formed a Venetian quarter and a Venetian
colony. The Emperor imposed upon all the Amal-
fitani who traded in the Imperial city, a tribute to
be paid towards the building of S. Mark’s. This provision
of the Golden Bull is noteworthy, for it shows that the
Venetians were beginning to take the place of one great
maritime town of Italy, Amalfi, which might have proved
a.serious rival in Eastern commerce. But precisely at the
moment when this competitor received so palpable a check,
the rumour of sanguinary battles between Pisa and Genoa
presaged that more formidable rivalry, that crueller and
more costly struggle which was to accomplish the ruin of
two among the great Italian maritime republics.

Falier's reign was closed by an event which gave
sincere satisfaction to the Venetians. The sepulchre of
their patron, S. Mark, whose body had been brought to
Venice in the reign of Agmello Particiaco, was no longer
known. The great fire in the reign of Candiano IV., and
the continual alteration of the Basilica, had completely
obliterated all traces of the saint’s resting-place. The Doge
ordered a solemn triduan fast and prayer. Then,
as all the people knelt in silence, S. Mark made 1094
known his tomb by thrusting forth his arm from a pillar in
whose shaft he had been hid, and by filling the church with
a most delicious odour. The sacred body was deposited
afresh in the crypt of the Basilica. The religious sentiment
of the Venetians was satisfied, while their pockets felt the
benefit from the vast numbers of visitors who flocked from
the mainland in pilgrimage to the miraculous sepulchre.

The Doge died in 1096, and was buried in S. Mark,
where his sarcophagus may still be seen.
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a State, was never crossed by the compulsion of a foreign
master, pursuing his own ends regardless of the 1006
desires and aims of those subjected to him. 9

On the other hand, internally, this impregnability of
the lagoons saved Venice from the violence done to the
cities of the mainland. No feudal system, with its arbitrary
division of classes, breaking the city up into sections which
were generically different, was ever imposed upon Venice.
She did not suffer the misfortune of finding her population
more bitterly divided against itself than unitedly hostile to
external foes. In spite of all internal ferment, Venice
remained homogeneous. Patriotism was possible. The course
of her development naturally produced struggles between
the component parts of the community; but these were
always family quarrels, the growing pains of the youthful
State. The result was accepted by all. No Venetian
ceased to be a Venetian because his party suffered defeat.
Except in the case of the Caloprini, Venice was not
exposed to the danger, so common in other Italian States, of
seeing a mass of exiled citizens, hanging round her borders,
ready to return and to tear down a hated government. It is
this fact which enabled the Republic to achieve a stable
constitution, while the rest of Italy was in the throes of con-
tinual revolution. Thanks to this happy disposition, Venetian
history, from the opening of the fourteenth century onwards,
presents that singular immunity from internal rebellion which
made her constitution the wonder and the envy of every
Italian Republic. Moreover, this radical difference renders
any attempt at comparison, any deduction from analogy,
between Venice and other Italian States difficult and even
misleading. Venice, in short, was not Italian, she was unique.

As a result of this life-giving independence, Venice
steadily developed her commercial importance, her naval
power, and her domestic constitution.

Her commercial growth already showed the lines upon
which it was destined to continue. Industries were small
and unimportant, consisting chiefly in the making of salt,
the salting of fish, the manufacture of wooden cups, ladles,
spoons, saucers, such as may be met with any day in the
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THE movement of the Crusades brings Venice to the very
forefront of European history. Her previous develop-

ment had been slowly preparing the way for her 1096
emergence. The Council, held at Clermont in 1095, re-
solved that the armament should leave Europe early in the
following year. The Pope and the leaders of the Crusades
were obliged to turn their attention to the question of
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the Republic through the dangers which were closing round
the young and growing State. In the year 1158
Frederick was again in Italy, and Milan was obliged
to make submission. The Emperor thought to settle the
affairs of North Italy by a diet at Roncaglia. When it was
found, however, that the cities would no longer be allowed to
elect their own consuls, every one of them instantly became
hostile to Frederick once more. An opportunity for dis-
playing this hostility soon offered itself. In the year 1159
the papal throne fell vacant. The Imperialists elected Pope
Victor IV.; the Guelf party, the party of the Church and the
communes as against the Empire, elected Alexander IIIL
Victor was certainly an antipope; moreover, he was the
nominee of Frederick, who was menacing Italian liberty.
There could be no doubt which side the cities of North Italy
would take. They all declared for Alexander. Venice found
that she could not stand aloof. She was alarmed at the
masterful designs of the Emperor, and threw in her lot with
the other cities of Lombardy. Frederick instantly retaliated.
He knew where he could strike the Republic with effect.
Padua, Verona, and Ferrara were too glad of an opportunity
to injure their powerful and haughty neighbour of the
lagoons, whose position had been so greatly strengthened by
the siege and fall of Tyre. The Emperor could count on
their support. So serious was the attack that one lagoon
township, Cavarzere, was actually seized and held in the
Emperor's name. Again, to the north-east the Patriarch of
Aquileia served as another weapon by which Frederick
could wound the Republic. The Patriarch Ulric, encour-
aged by the Emperor, attacked Grado, and expelled the
Patriarch Dandolo. But Venice, in the interests of her
own independent development, could not allow the lagoon
Patriarchate to be crushed by its mainland neighbour. The
Doge manned a fleet, and in his turn attacked, defeated,
and captured the Patriarch of Aquileia, who was brought
a prisoner to Venice; nor did he recover his liberty until
he had pledged himself and his successors to send a yearly
tribute of twelve pigs, in scornful allusion to the number of
his cathedral chapter, as a sign of submission to the Doge.
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CHAPTER VII

Sebastian Ziani, Doge — Financial distress—Venice suspends payment—
Ambassadors sent to Manuel—Enrico Dandolo, his blindness—Aflairs of
the Lombard League—Meeting between Frederick and Alexander pro-
posed—Venice suggested—The Congress of Venice—Venice makes special
terms—The Sposalizio del Mar—Aquileia and Grado settled—Venetian
gain from the Congress—Growth of the city—Loggia of the Palace—
Columns of the Piazzetta—Ponte di Rialto—Ziani’s political testament—
Orio Malipiero, Doge—Venetian relations with Constantinople—Death
of Manuel—Usurpation and atrocities of Andronicus—Isaac Comnene,
Emperor—His friendly relations with Venice—Betrothal of Henry of
Hohenstaufen to Constance of Sicily—Consequences for Venice—Treaty
between Isaac and Venice—Sicege of Zara—Third Crusade unprofitable for
Venice—The Quarantia, supreme court of Venice—Magistrato del Proprio
—Del Forestier — Avogadori di Comun — Enrico Dandolo, Doge — His
character and views—Genoa and Pisa—The fourth Crusade— Venice
contracts for the transport of Crusaders--Ambassadors from the Crusaders
in Venice—Assembly in 8. Mark's—Innocent confirms the contract—
The destination of the Crusade — Venice fulfils her contract — The
Crusaders not ready to sail—The Doge proposes to attack Zara—Arrival
of Pietro Capuano—The Venetians take the Cross—The sailing of the
fleet—Siege of Zara : it falls—Second diversion of the fourth Crusade—
Canses of this diversion—The agreement of Philip, Boniface, and Dandolo
—The Veuetian terms in the convention of Zara—The fleet sails to Con-
stantinople—Siege of the city—Dandolo’s bravery—The flag of S. Mark
on the walls—Panic of Alexius the elder—Isaac replaced on the throne—
The Crusaders demand fulfilment of the Zara convention—The revolution
of Ducas—An attack on Constantinople designed—Partition treaty—
Capture and sack of the city — Division of the spoil —The result to
Venice.

THE choice of the eleven electors fell upon Sebastian Ziani.
The new Doge’s attention was almost immediately
called to the question of finance. The expense
of the armament which had met with such disastrous
fortunes, and the large subsidies paid towards the funds of
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on him the kiss of peace. Then to the sound of the Te
Deum Frederick and the Doge led the Pope to the .
high altar. There the Emperor placed his offerings, 77
received once more the papal benediction, and retired with
his suite to the ducal palace.

The following day, the Feast of S. James, the Pope
himself celebrated mass, while Frederick served as his acolyte.
After the Gospel, Alexander preached a sermon to the
Emperor ; but perceiving from his countenance that he did
not thoroughly grasp the drift of the discourse, the Pope
ordered the Patriarch of Aquileia to translate his remarks
into German. At the close of this trying ceremony the
Emperor and his nobles bent the knee once more to
Alexander, kissed his foot, and conducted him to the door
of the church. There Frederick held the stirrup of the
papal mule while Alexander mounted, and was about to
lead him towards the Molo; but the Pope, satiated no
doubt with his triumph, dispensed the Emperor from this
further humiliation, and dismissed him with his blessing.

On the 1st August the official ratification of the fifteen
years’ peace with Sicily, and the six years’ truce with the
Lombard League, took place in the Patriarch’s palace; and
the Congress of Venice was formally closed upon the 14th
of the same month.

The Emperor and Pope continued their sojourn in the
city for some time longer. The Venetians employed the
occasion to conclude special treaties with both. From the
Emperor they obtained confirmation of all previous diplomas
granted by Emperors of the West. The Venetians were to
enjoy free passage and safe conduct throughout the Empire;
the subjects of the Empire were to enjoy similar privileges
“as far as Venice and no farther —words which Venetian'
historians are disposed to interpret as recognising Venetian
supremacy in the Adriatic.

From the Pope they secured such advantages as he
was able to bestow—indulgences in various churches. A
sacramental complexion was given to the ancient ceremony of
Ascension Day. Instead of a placatory or expiatory function,
it became nuptial. Henceforth the Doge every year dropped a
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the richest city in the world. They were defeated and
retired.

Immediately afterwards we find the Venetians
concluding a most friendly treaty with the new Emperor.
The causes for this sudden warmth are not far to seek.
The betrothal of Henry, heir of the Hohenstaufens, to Con-
stance, heiress of Sicily, was absolutely opposed to Venetian
interests. The union of the kingdom of Sicily and the
Empire in one and the same hands would have constituted
a serious danger for the Republic. Hitherto the Emperor
had been homeless in Italy, the mere personification of an
idea, disembodied and powerless, except in so far as he was
able tocreate combinationsfavourable to his purposes. Thanks
to the feudal system of military service,his foreign troops could
not be maintained for long in the peninsula, and Italians cared
nothing for his aims unless they were able to use his power
against a hated neighbour. But if the Emperor once became
not merely the unominal overlord of Italy, but actually a
reigning prince in Italy, the case would wear quite another
aspect. The menace of a powerful Western Emperor
reproduced in Venice the policy which had become traditional
The Republic drew towards the Empire of the East, and the
result was seen in the treaty concluded with Isaac
in 1187. Venice bound herself to furnish from 40
to 100 galleys when called on. The Emperor would supply
the money ; Venice the officers; the men were to be raised
at the rate of three men out of every four from among the
Venetian population of the Eastern dominions. As each
galley required 140 rowers, this would imply that the male
Venetian population of the Empire serviceable for war
exceeded 18,000 men. The Venetians were to receive in
return a quarter in every city conquered by the fleet. The
Emperor bound himself to protect Venetian property wher-
ever attacked, and swore to accept no peace from which
Venice was excluded.

The good accord with Isaac left Venice free to turn her
attention to the reduction of Zara, which was in its normal
state of rebellion. But the exchequer was exhausted. A
new loan was raised, redeemable in twelve years, secured
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the most memorable that we have reached as yet in the course
of this history. Venice was once more called on to

play a part, and that the most prominent part, in 1193
European history. She commijtted a great crime, and thereby
sowed the seeds of a lifelong punishment. Throughout the
story of the fourth Crusade the Republic displays herself in
her true colours—able, self-reliant, astute, single-minded,
selfish, practical, and, as sometimes happens in the history
of a nation, she was led by a man who was completely iden-
tified with the spirit of his race. Venice expressed herself
in Enrico Dandolo; the Doge was the personification of the
community which he ruled.

When he came to the throne Dandolo was already an
old man, and partially blind. He had served the State as
ambassador to Constantinople, where he acquired his hatred
of the Greeks, and lost his sight. His whole career shows
him to have been a man of most determined will, and of
great personal courage—*“de bien gran cceur,” says Ville-
hardouin. His country had suffered at the hands of
Manuel ; his own person had suffered. Venetian commercial
supremacy in the East was threatened by the hostility of
the Imperial Court. Public and private reasons combined
to fill him with a desire for revenge, and a determination to
restore his nation to her former superiority. The history of
the fourth Crusade is very largely the history of the way in
which Dandolo pursued and accomplished his end.

Venetian commerce in the East was threatened by two
great rivals—Pisa and Genoa. Down to the middle of the
twelfth century Venice had succeeded in preserving what
was virtually a monopoly of Levantine trade. The Amalfitani
had been crushed in 1126. But with the accession of
Manuel in 1143, a change of policy took place. The Emperor,
partly from a desire to benefit his dominions, partly in order
to check the excessive commercial development of the
Venetians, partly too in resentment against Venice for the
share she was taking in the Crusades and their spoils, began
to favour the two other trading States, Pisa and Genoa.
From this time forward there was a continual struggle
between Venetians, Pisans, and Genoese to gain the
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the Crusaders. But they cannot be accused of treachery
unless they broke their contract, which they did
not.

But here, in this question of the diversion of the fourth
Crusade, we are in the presence of one of those historical
problems the solution of which is still under discussion. In
the following account we shall avoid controversy as far as
possible, and confine ourselves to a narrative of events. The
facts about the first diversion of the Crusade to Zara are plain
enough. They are these :—The Venetians fulfilled their part
of the bargain to the letter. By the appointed day the
appointed number of ships with their provisions were ready
and waiting for their passengers. But the Crusaders were
not equally prompt to fulfil their obligations. When, in
June 1202, the General Assembly of the Crusaders
was reviewed on the Lido of San Nicolo, where they had
been lodged, it was found that not nearly the whole number
of passengers had reached Venice. Out of the 4500 knights
only 1000 were ready to sail. Meanwhile, the Venetian
ships lay there, all ready ; never was a finer fleet seen upon
those waters; but the men to fill it were wanting. The
strangers who ‘had reached Venice, moreover, had been
relieved of most of their money during their long journey
across Lombardy. When the Doge came to ask for pay-
ment, as agreed on, it was found that the utmost exertion of
the Crusaders still left a deficit of 34,000 marks.

The Venetians, who had always looked upon their part
of the business as a commercial transaction, declined to
set sail. According to one account the Doge is reported
to have said to the signatories of the contract, “ If you do
not pay you shall not move from the Lido.”  That
remark expresses the Venetian view of the case. The
French Barons and their men were virtually prisoners to the
Republic, which intended to lead them and use them as
best suited its own purposes. Villehardouin lays the blame
for this situation upon those Crusaders who had failed to
come to Venice as commanded, and who had taken ship in
other ports.

When it became quite clear that no more money was
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But, further, the assumption of the Cross was, from the
Venetian point of view, a serious error ; it entirely
altered their position. After that, the Republic could
no longer act as a free agent ; she placed herself under obliga-
tions and duties which clashed with her proposed objects.
She sacrificed her obligations to her desires. In taking the
crusader’s vow Venice was insincere. That deed was intended
by the Venetians to facilitate the sailing of the fleet, to over-
come the Legatine objections, to hasten the desired reduction
of Zara. The policy is typical of Venice. It displays her
supreme egotism, her single-eyed consideration of her own
interests. But the act was a fraud. The genuine crusaders,
the Pope and the Pope’s Legate, all indulged in a hope that,
by inducing Venice to assume the cross, they could cajole
her out of the steady pursuit of her own ends ; could nullify
the unholy effect of their contract with her about Zara.
They persuaded themselves that the vow would bind Venice
as it bound them. Venice never intended that it should.

But the way was now opened for the sailing of the
fleet. The Crusaders, who had been imprisoned for so many
months on the feverish Lido, were overjoyed at the prospect.
The Venetians were impatient to attack Zara. By October
everything was ready.

The fleet presented a most imposing spectacle. Tower-
ing above the rest rode the three great galleys, the Eagl,
the Pilgrim, and the Paradise, surrounded by more than
three hundred other ships. The display of heraldry, with
all the brilliant hues that distinguish armorial bearings,
must have been superb. The Venetian galleys bore the
golden lion of S. Mark upon a crimson ground. Each noble
Baron unfurled his ensign to the breeze. The Doge’s own
galley was painted vermilion; the others were all bedecked
with shields, placed in rows along the bulwarks. So to the
sound of trumpets and the chant of the Vent Creator, the
fourth Crusade set sail.

The Doge made a triumphal entry into Trieste. Thence
he passed on down the Dalmatian coast, till he arrived off
Zara aund laid siege to it. The city was panic-stricken, and
ready to yield. It sent ambassadors into the Crusaders’
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and had placed Philip himself under excommunication. And
secondly, Philip had dreams of uniting in his own
person the Empires of West and East, to which he
constructed a fanciful claim through his wife. Philip, then,
was prepared to divert the Crusade. He found its leader,
Boniface, willing to help him. Boniface had private
reasons for desiring to go to Constantinople. Through his
brother, Conrad, he claimed the kingdom of Salonica, and
thought he might endeavour to recover his crown by the
help of the Cross. Accordingly Philip and Boniface agreed
that, if possible, the fourth Crusade should be diverted from
the Holy Land to the capital of the East. Foreseeing that
Innocent would raise violent objections to such a proceeding,
Philip sent young Alexius to Rome in the hope of obtaining
the Pope’s consent, by holding out the prospect of a union
hetween the Churches of East and West. But the Pope
refused to fall into the trap. He expressly forbade the
Crusaders to attack the Roman Empire.

The Crusaders were still before Zara when messengers
arrived from Philip to recommend Alexius and his cause.
In the young man’s name, Philip promised that if the
Crusaders restored Alexius to his father's throne, the lad,
when Emperor, would unite the Churches under Rome;
would supply 200,000 marks of silver; would send
10,000 men with them into the Holy Laud’; and would, for
the rest of his life, maintain a guard of 500 knights in
Jerusalem.

For reasons already explained, Philip and Boniface found
in Dandolo a willing adherent to their plan for attacking
Constantinople. The Venetians offered no objections. But
to make assurance doubly sure, the proposals of Alexius
contained special clauses in favour of Venice. The hire of
the fleet was to be continued for another year, and the
Republic was to receive 100,000 marks.

The most vigorous opposition to these proposals was
offered by the genuine Crusaders. But the influence of
Dandolo and Boniface prevailed. The terms were accepted.
The fleet left Zara, after demolishing its walls, and reached
Corfu. Here it was joined by young Alexius. He solemnly
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shelter. The chain was slipped from its Galata end, sank, and
the Venetian fleet sailed into the Golden Horn. They
instantly charged the Imperial galleys, captured some,
rammed others, and at one blow had gained a position
opposite the weakest walls of the city, those which lined
the shores that look towards Pera.

The Crusaders resolved to follow up their first success by
a general assault. This was to be given by the Venetians
from the sea; by the Crusaders from land. The land army
passed on from Galata round the top of the Golden Horn,
by the Sweet Waters, which were undefended, and took up
their position opposite the palace of Blachern.

On the 17th July all was ready. The Crusaders de-
livered their attack in four divisions, under the command of
Baldwin. Their scaling apparatus was placed against the
walls, and for a moment the Flemings gained and held a
footing. But the Danish and English guard, together with
the Pisans, steadily drove the Flemings back; and the first
attack on the land side failed. ‘

The assault by sea was more successful. The galleys
were covered With raw skins to resist the terrible Greek fire.
Gangways of poles and hides were placed on the tops, and
from these the soldiery passed on to the walls, or fought
their defenders hand to hand. With indomitable ‘energy
Dandolo, standing under the banner of S. Mark, directed
the operations and inspired the courage of his men. He
ordered the crew of his own ship to draw closer in. He
seized the banner of the patron saint, and, under a rain of
bolts and stones, he sprang ashore, on the narrow strip
between the sea and the walls. The Venetians followed
their Doge. A battering-ram was brought into play. The
assault from the gangways was redoubled. Then suddenly
the standard of the lion was seen flying from a tower.
The defenders fled, and, in a few minutes, twenty-five towers
were in possession of the invader. A dangerous rally of
Imperial troops was effectually checked by the Doge’s
followers, who set fire to the houses inside the walls and
drove the enemy back. But the Venetians were not able
to maintain their position. News of the failure on the land
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were frequent. The Crusaders pressed for payment, even
venturing to insult the Emperor in his palace. Isaac
was old and blind and feeble ; Alexius had taken to
toping with his fair-haired protectors; he let them snatch
his Imperial bonnet from his head and replace it with their
own rough caps; he lost all hold over the respect and
allegiance of the Greeks. Popular feeling rose steadily higher
and higher. It was guided by Alexius Ducas, and took final
shape in January 1204. In his alarm at an expected revolu-
tion Alexius invited Boniface to garrison the palace. This
act of treason to the Greeks precipitated matters. Alexius
Ducas struck his blow. He seized Alexius the young,
imprisoned, and probably poisoned him. Isaac died of
grief, and Ducas became Emperor.

The revolution in the city came opportunely for Boniface
and Dandolo. They had, at last, a good excuse for attacking
Constantinople. Negotiations between Dandolo and Alexius
Ducas failed, as they were doubtless intended to fail.
The besiegers resolved to assault the city; they made a
prospective division of the prey. It was agreed that
six Venetians and six Crusaders should meet and choose
an Emperor; that the Patriarch should be elected from
the nation which had not secured the throne. The whole
spoils were to be quartered. - One quarter was to become
the property of the Emperor, the other three quarters were
to be divided between the Franks and the Venetians, who
would thus be lords of a quarter and half a quarter of the
new Rome—a title the Doges subsequently bore for many
years. A joint committee was appointed to divide the
Empire into fiefs, and to determine the nature of their
tenure.

The assault was given on 8th April, this time from the
sea only. It failed, probably because the line of attack was
too extended. The second assault, with & more concentrated
attack, was delivered on the 12th. The operation proved
successful.  For the first time in its history Constantinople
succumbed to a besieger.

The city was given over to the Crusaders, whose
atrocities may be explained, though not palliated, by their
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could not pardon. He threw the whole blame on them— It
is you who have led the army of the Lord into a 1204,
wicked path.”

On the other hand, the Republic had reaped a great
reward in material aggrandisement. She was now absolute
mistress of the Mediterranean. She acquired a vast
increase in actual wealth from her share of the spoils.
The Venetians bought Boniface’s rights over Crete and
Salonica, and obtained leave from the new Emperor for
private individuals to occupy, as fiefs of the Empire, any
of the Agean islands not already held by the Republic,
thereby securing to themselves the trade and commerce of
the whole Levant.

But nevertheless the attack on Constantinople was a
crime. It brought its own punishment years afterwards.
Through the blow now dealt at the Eastern Empire the
way was prepared for the occupation of that city by the
Turks. Their establishment in Constantinople, facilitated
by the present action of the Republic, left Venice sub-
sequently exposed to a long series of wars, which she
heroically sustained, it is true, but which broke her power,
exhausted her strength, and materially contributed to her
ultimate ruin.
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root. The growth of Venetian possessions in the East, the
weakness of the new Empire, the distance of Venice 1208
from her colonies, all tended to encourage the belief )
that it would be not merely possible but even expedient to
abandon Venice and to remove the seat of the govern-
ment to the Imperial city. One of Ziani’s first acts was
to send an envoy to treat with the Podestd Zeno, almost
as with an equal or a rival, for the maintenance of the
loyal relations between the Venetians of Constantinople and
those of the lagoon. But the growing weakness of the
Latin Empire became so serious that, as tradition reports,
the Doge himself formally made the proposal to remove from
Venice to the Eastern capital. Though the speeches which
preceded the famous Vote of Providence, whereby the pro-
posal was rejected on a majority of one, are in all likeli-
hood apocryphal, yet it is not uninteresting to recount
their substance as showing what was the feeling of the
Venetians upon this momentous question. On the one
hand it was urged that Venetian interests were now
entirely Eastern; that the centre of government was too
far away from its possessions; that the city of Venice was
exposed to constant danger from earthquake and flood ; on
the other hand, the patriotic sentiment of the Venetians
was summoned to reject the proposed desertion of those
kind islands in the lagoon, which had sheltered their fore-
fathers, and which even now rendered Venice secure from
all attack ; the patriots pointed out that Constantinople would
not be easy to hold, and that if it were lost the Venetian
race was lost ; whereas if they remained in the lagoons, they
were unassailable. The motion is said to have found 320
supporters and 321 in opposition, and hence the episode
has received the name of the Voto della Providenza from
those who wished to mark their sense of the danger they
had escaped.

No doubt there had been a momentary danger that
Venice might be abandoned. But it was nothing more
than a passing thought. The Venetians were already a
distinct nationality, a race apart, with interests which,
though largely, were not entirely Eastern. Venice retained
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signs of independent or autocratic conduct, so that such
might be rendered impossible for the future.

The Promissione of Jacopo Tiepolo not only
served as a basis for all future coronation oaths, but it con-
tained the most important modifications of the ducal authority
that we have met with as yet. Apart from the ordinary
clauses as to the administration of justice and the observation
of the laws, the Doge swore to renounce any claim whatsoever
upon the revenues of the Republic beyond his own salary
and his share in the apples from Lombardy, and the crayfish
and cherries from Treviso. He was bound to contribute
his quota to public loans; he was forbidden to correspond
with the Pope or the Emperor or any other prince, unless he
had obtained the consent of his councillors; nor might he
open letters from foreign powers except in the presence of
his Council. His income from the fisc was established at
2800 lire a year, payable every three months, and this sum
was considerably augmented by his share in the tribute
offered by Veglia, Cherso, and other Istrian or Dalmatian
townships. His household was to consist of twenty servants,
including the cooks.

The imperative tone of these various clauses shows that
the Venetian aristocracy fully understood the value of the
Promissione as an instrument for curbing their Doge ; they
continued to make an ever-extending use of that engine
until they succeeded in achieving the object which they
had in view.

Though ruin was threatening the Latin Empire in the
East, the affairs of Constantinople, as we have already
remarked, did not greatly occupy the attention of the
Venetians during the reign of Jacopo Tiepolo. The move-
ment of events on the Italian mainland plays a larger part
in Venetian history. The Emperor Frederick II. was still
pursuing the Imperial policy of attempting to destroy the
independence, and to break the spirit, of the Lombard cities
which had so successfully withstood his father Barbarossa.
Internal jealousy and family feuds, the private ambition of
the great houses in each mainland city, made it dangerous
for the burghers to entrust the defence of their commune to
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being now in open hostility with the Emperor, desired nothing
better than to see Ferrara in the hands of her ally
the Pope. She accordingly consented to join in
the siege of the city, which she was mainly instrumental in
recovering. Salinguerra was conveyed to Venice, where he
presently died, and was buried at S. Nicolo del Lido. Venice
recovered all her ancient privileges in the mainland city,
privileges and interests which were destined eventually to
entangle her in the complications of mainland politics, and
to induce her to take that first step towards a land empire
which proved so disastrous to her career.

But the real glory of Tiepolo’s reign, and a striking
proof of the rapid strides which Venice was making towards
her completion as a full-grown State, is the great digest
of Venetian law compiled by the Doge’s order. This was
not the earliest digest of the Venetian code; we have
traces of & similar compilation published in 1195 by Enrico
Dandolo; but the Tiepoline Statufo is by far the most com-
plete, reasoned, and extensive which had existed hitherto.
Tiepolo appointed a commission of four, to whom the digest
was entrusted. Their names were Pantaleone Giustinian,
Tomaso Centranico, Giovanni Michiel, and Stefano Badoer.
The work of these men begins with two prefaces, in which
are laid down the principles of law: the written law holds
the first place; where that fails, cases are to be judged by
perallel cases, by equity, and common sense. After the
prefaces come the statutes, divided into five books.

The first book deals with ecclesiastical questions, church
property, and monasteries. This is followed by an excursus
on procedure, the method of pursuit and defence, the nature
of evidence, the sentence and its execution; the book closes
with the laws relating to dowries and jointures. The second
book deals with wards and minors; the third with con-
tracts ; the fourth with wills, probate, and succession—in
the case of intestacy, succession was in favour of the male;
the fifth and last book treats of succession outside Venice.

The criminal law was codified in the work known as
the Promassione del Maleficio. It is interesting to note that
the first law is one in defence of shipwrecked mariners’
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each candidate as his name was taken out of the urm, and
the permission granted to his friends and relations
to reply in his defence. !

Morosini’s brief reign of three years was marked by one
event of importance, the introduction of the Inquisition into
Venice. It is necessary to dwell at some length upon this
point for two reasons: first, the action of Venice in the
matter allows us to see clearly the independent attitude
which the Republic adopted towards the Church of Rome
from the very first ; and, in the second place, the terms now
concluded between the Church and the Republic, and the
form now given to the Inquisition, have important bearings
upon the issue of many subsequent difficulties and quarrels
with Rome.

It was the epoch of the Albigensian and Paterinian
heresies. Everywhere the Pope was endeavouring to estab-
lish “the dogs of God,” the Dominican Inquisition, for the
extirpation of the new creeds. Venice had hitherto resisted
the papal claims; but now the Doge Morosini found it
expedient to admit the Inquisition in a modified form. The
Government undertook the search for heretics, whom they
handed over to the Church for examination and declaration
of fact only; the Church was restricted to the simple state-
ment whether such and such a prisoner was or was not 8
heretic. The secular power reserved to itself the right of
punishment, which consisted in one form only, death by fire.
This concession did not satisfy the Court of Rome, which
desired the establishment of the full Inquisition. The
question remained open till 1289, when, on the 4th
August, the Holy Office, though still in a modified form,
was finally admitted into the machinery of the Venetian
State. The Inquisitor was named by the Pope, but he
required the erequatur of the Doge before he could act. A
board of three Venetian nobles, called the Savii all’ heresia,
was appointed to sit as assessors to the Holy Office. Their
duty was to protect the rights of Venetian citizens against
any ecclesiastical usurpations, and without their presence
and assent no act of the sacred tribunal was valid in
Venice. This constitution of the Holy Office continued
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the question of the Venetian people’s attitude towards
Constantinople.

It was inevitable that the Genoese and the ' %
Venetians, both occupying neighbouring quarters in the
Levantine cities, each there in order to obtain a monopoly
of Eastern commerce, should come to open quarrels, especi-
ally when the local authority was as weak as it had become
under the rulers of the Latin Empire.

The scene of the struggle was the Levant. At Acre the
Venetians and Genoese came to blows over the possession
of the church and quarter of S. Saba. This was but the
pretext for the opening of a long and deadly struggle for
commercial supremacy, a struggle whose various phases we
shall have to follow from time to time, till it reaches its
climax in the war of Chioggia in 1380.

In the question of S. Saba the Venetians conceived that
they had been insulted. Their Bailo reported to the Doge,
who sent an embassy to Genoa to demand satisfaction
This was refused. Venice prepared for war. Lorenzo
Tiepolo sailed for Acre, and arrived just in time to save the
Bailo Giustinian from being driven out of the city. Tiepolo
forced his way into the port, breaking the chain which
protected its entrance. He burned the Genoese shipping,
landed his men, and sacked the Genoese quarter. This was
cnough for the Genoese, who demanded a truce for two
months, Tiepolo returned to Venice in triumph, and is said
to have brought with him, as trophies of his victory, the
drum of a porphyry column, which now stands at the south-
west corner of S. Mark’s, and the two square pillars near
the Porta della Carta of the ducal palace.

But such a truce could only be temporary. It was
inevitable that Genoa would endeavour to wipe out the
stain, and to recover her position in Acre. Very soon news
reached Venice that a large fleet, under the command of
Rosso dalla Turca, had sailed from Genoa for the Levant.
Instantly thirty ships were despatched from Venice to join
the fleet under Tiepolo. This reinforcement brought the
Venetian squadron up to thirty-nine ships of war. An en-
gagement was imminent. It was forced on by the Genoese
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other side, the priest who shall chaunt the mass. Monsignor
the Doge wears a crown of gold and precious stones, 268
and is draped in cloth of gold. Hard by the Doge !
walks a gentleman who bears a sword of exquisite workman-
ship; then follow the gentlemen of Venice. In such order
Monsignor the Doge comes into the Piazza of S. Mark, which
is a stone’s-throw long; he walks as far as the church of
San Gimignano, and returns thence in the same order. The
Doge bears a white wax candle in his hands. They halt in
the middle of the Piazza, and three of the ducal chaplains
advance before the Doge and chaunt to him the beautiful
versicles and responses. Then all enter the church of S.
Mark ; three chaplains move forward to the altar rails, and
say in loud voice, ‘ Let Christ be victorious, let Christ rule,
let Christ reign; to our Lord Renier Zeno, by the grace of
God illustrious Doge of Venice, Dalmatia, and Croatia, con-
queror of a fourth part and of half a fourth part of all the
‘Roman Empire, salvation, honour, life and victory, let Christ
be victorious, let Christ rule, let Christ reign’ Then the
three chaplains say, ‘ Holy Mary,’ and all respond, ‘ Help
thou him’ The Primiciero removes his mitre and begins the
mass. Then the Doge shows himself to the people from the
loggia and afterwards enters his palace, where he finds the
table spread ; he dines there, and with him all the chaplains
of S. Mark.”

The Doge Zeno died on 7th July 1268, and was buried
with great splendour in the church of SS. Giovanni and
Paolo, where a part of his tomb is still preserved.
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became stereotyped as that rigid oligarchy which remained
the admiration and the despair of less fortunate 68
Italian states. The solution of the second problem, 12

the Eastern question, and the commercial position of the
Republic, is not reached till more than a century later.

The first of the changes in the constitution which char-
acterise this period, was that by which the method of election
to the Dukedom received its final form. The various modi-
fications in that method have been noted from time to time.
But now, upon the death of the Doge Zeno, the question was
taken into consideration once more. The reason which led
the Venetians to adopt this reform seems to have been this.
The great influx of wealth, produced by the opening up of
Levantine commerce, had caused certain families to emerge
above the level of their compeers. This gave rise to
jealousies and rivalries between these distinguished houses;
and the partisanship of the citizens for a Tiepolo or a
Dandolo became so keen that in order to avoid civic brawl-
ing the Great Council passed a law forbidding any Venetian,
parvus vel magnus, to display upon his house or person,
the arms or badge of a Venetian family, and those which then
cxisted were to be erased within fifteen days. There was
imminent danger that this spirit of rivalry would spread to
the candidature for the Dukedom, and breed corruption.
Accordingly, on the death of Zeno, that extraordinarily
complicated system of election was introduced which
subsisted down to the fall of the Republic.

This system will be most easily grasped in a tabulated
form, thus:—

The Great Council by lot choose 30

The 30 reduced by lot to 9

The 9 vote for . . . 40 { ;’l:l; u;t el::;t
The 40 reduced by lot to . 12

The 12 vote for . . . 25 { ;1:}31::: i:;:
The 25 reduced by lot to 9

The 9 vote for . . . 45 { ;Vi:];t;t el::;t

The 45 reduced by lot to . 11
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The first Doge chosen by this elaborate process was
Lorenzo Tiepolo, son of the Doge Jacopo. The begin-

. . , . . S 1268.
ning of Tiepolo’s reign was disturbed by a serious
famine, which brought to light two noteworthy points in the
position of Venice: first, her inability to feed herself, her
dependence upon the importation of grain ; and secondly, the
deadly jealousy of her neighbours on the Italian mainland;
both of them points to be borne in mind when we come to
discuss the wisdom or the necessity of that policy which led
Venice to create a dominion on the continent. The Republic
in her straits appealed to the cities of the Padovano and of
the Trevisan marches for corn. She reminded them of the
assistance they had received from her during the bloody
times of Eccelino. But past favours could not annihilate
living jealousy. Venice met with a general refusal to her
request for grain. Her reprisals were prompt and showed
that she was conscious where her power lay; she imposed
heavy dues on all goods consigned to mainland merchants,
which arrived in the port of Venice. She endeavoured to
renew an ancient provision that all ships carrying such
goods should unlade at Venice only, and she appointed
officers at the ports along the Adriatic to carry out that
order. Such claims were excessive and beyond the power
of Venice, at that time, to enforce. She became embroiled
in a war with Bologna, in which she was worsted.

Peace was concluded. Venice was forced to admit 27
the right of the Bolognese to import corn through Ancona
and the cities of the Romagna, though she succeeded in im-
posing a limit upon the amount which might pass through
those ports each year, and established superintendents there
to see that the amount was not exceeded.

At this time Lewis IX. of France was preparing for his
disastrous Crusade. In the year 1268 he opened 68
negotiations with Venice for the conveyance of his 1209
army to Africa. Though the bargain was never concluded,
the Republic tabulated a contract which is valuable as
showing us the transport power of the Venetian fleet, and
the price which they asked for their services.

The crews of the Venetian warships at this period were
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3. The San Nicolo, 100 feet long and 25 feet wide, deck measure-
ment ; and 75 feet long and 9 feet wide, keel measurement ;
depth of hold 23 feet. The hire of the ship with a crew 1268.
of 86 was to cost 1100 marks, or 55,000 francs.

4. Seven new ships, each of them 80 feet long and 38 feet wide,
deck measurement; and 58 feet long and 8 feet wide, keel measure-
ment ; depth of hold 18} feet. The hire of each ship with its crew
of 50 complete to-cost 700 marks or 35,000 francs ; a total of 245,000
francs.

5. Five old ships, belonging to Venetian merchants, of the same
build and price as the preceding seven, 175,000 francs.

6. The King wished to know how much space each knight, with
two servants, one horse, and one groom, would occupy. The agents of
the Doge inquire how much bread, wine, meat, cheese and provender
the King intends to allow for each knight and his equipage ; how long
the passage will last, and what allowance of water each will have ;
how much oats and hay he intends to put on board for each horse,
and how much water the horse will consume per diem.

7. The reply is that each man will require a quarter of corn in
bread and flour, a quart and a half of wine, and the same of water,
and salt meat, cheese, oil and vegetables,

8. Each horse will require 4 quarts of corn ; a bundle of hay, 5
feet by 9 ; and 15 quarts of water per diem.

The contract was for a year. The troops to be con-
veyed were 4000 horses and 10,000 men. Besides the
ships above mentioned the Venetians would supply a trans-
port, on board of which the following fares were to be
charged :—

For a knight, his two servants, his groom and his horse, 83 marks,
For a knight alone for a place abaft the main-mast, 2} marks.

For a squire, a place on deck, 7 ounces of silver.

For a groom and horse, 4} marks.

For any pilgrim, including food, # of a mark.

The Doge engaged to supply firewood for cooking. The
fleet was to be ready in June.

Supposing Romanin to be correct in his estimate of the
mark as worth 50 francs, we find that the Venetians asked
24,600 pounds sterling for the use of fifteen ships and one
transport for a year; and that these vessels between them
carried an average of 252 horses and 625 men, besides the
crews. When we consider the amount of provisions for
men and horses which must have been required, it remains
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no right de jure to supremacy over the Adriatic, but de facto
she was the greatest power in that sea ; and that posi- 12
tion she endeavoured to maintain by force of arms. 75
War broke out between Venice and Ancona; it proved
disastrous to the Republic. Her first fleet was wrecked,
and reinforcements, despatched before news of the mis-
fortune could reach Venice, ran right into the arms of the
enemy. The situation was still further complicated by the
fact that the Emperor Rudolph had recently made a
donation of the Romagna, including Ancona, to Pope Nicolas
II1, and the Republic thus became not merely 28
engaged in an unprosperous war with her rival 7
but embroiled with the Pope as well. The difficulties
which surrounded the Republic gave an opportunity to
the townships of Istria and to the islanders of Crete to rise
in revolt, and these accumulated misfortunes led to the
enforced abdication of the Doge, grown now too old to
govern the State with vigour. His successor, Giovanni
Dandolo, brought the war with Ancona to a con- 1280,
clusion; but it is noticeable that in the treaty of
peace not a word is said about the supremacy of the Gulf,
which was thus left an open question to be the fruitful source
of annoyance to the Republic.

Western Europe, though it had shown itself indifferent
as long as it saw Venice bearing all the burden of an
attempt to recover Constantinople and to restore the Latin
Empire, was not, when Venice ceased her efforts, content to
leave the Greeks in undisputed possession of the Imperial
city. Charles of Anjou and Philip of France continually
urged the Republic to join them in an expedition against
Paleologus. Venice was willing, for she believed that the
restitution of the Latin Empire through her means would
secure for her a leading position in the Levant. Accord-
ingly, in 1281, the terms of a treaty were agreed upon.
The Venetian fleet and the French army were to meet at
Brindisi in 1283. But the whole design was frustrated by
the explosion which followed the Sicilian Vespers. Charles
of Anjou had lost his importance; Venice had neither will
nor power to attack Constantinople alone; and, in 1285,
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they had allowed their rights to be stolen from them little by
little; and so their cry was for a Tiepolo, a member of 3

a family not only privately hostile to the Dandolos, but 1255
representing a different current in Venetian politics. They
were not to have their way, however. There was an objection
to Tiepolo which was too obvious for his enemies to miss; he
was the son and the grandson of a Doge; to elect him would
be a dangerous return to that dynastic tendency which it had
been one of the chief endeavours of Venetian domestic policy
to eradicate. Pressure was brought to bear upon Tiepolo. It
was pointed out that if he persisted in his candidature he
risked plunging the State into civil war. Tiepolo was a good
citizen ; he yielded, and retired to his country villa beyond
Mestre. Pietro Gradenigo, a member of the new
aristocracy, and married to Morosina Morosini, was 1289,
elected. The people received the announcement in sullen
silence. Their previous clamour and their present gloom
presaged the storm which was to burst in the conspiracy of
Bajamonte Tiepolo.

Gradenigo at the time of his election was a young man,
only thirty-eight years old. He was already unpopular, as
his nickname of Pierazzo shows. But he possessed great
ability and experience, and was endowed with courage and
an iron will. He had ample opportunity for the display of
these qualities. The news of his election to the Dukedom
reached him in Capo d’Istria, whence he was brought with
an escort of ten galleys to Venice.

Gradenigo found himself face to face with two great
questions in Venetian history—her struggle with Genoa,
and her constitutional development; and these two lines we
shall follow separately.

After the defeat of Genoa at the battle of Trapani in
1264, and the treaty with Michel Paleologus in 1268,
renewed with his successor, Andronicus, in 1285, Venice
had to a certain extent recovered her position in Constan-
tinople, which had been so seriously shaken by the expul-
sion of Baldwin and the fall of the Latin Empire. But
the blow was too severe to be remedied with rapidity.
Venice no longer enjoyed that preponderating influence, as
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the Genoese at Ajas, in the Gulf of Iskenderun, the extreme
corner of the Mediterranean towards Asia Minor.

The Genoese commander won a decided victory by 1294
superior tactics. Seeing that he was defective in numbers,
he adopted the device of binding all his vessels together
and bridging with planks from one to another. The
Venetians, confident of success, would not listen to the
wiser counsel which urged them to break up this strong
formation by means of fire-ships, before attacking. They
had a fair wind, and bore down on the Genoese, only to
find their front impregnable. The sailors of the Genoese
fleet—thanks to the bridges between their ships—were able
to concentrate at any point which was especially menaced.
The Venetians were utterly defeated, with a loss of twenty-
five galleys. ‘

The result of this defeat soon made itself felt at Con-
stantinople, where the Emperor Paleologus bestowed all his
favour and support upon the Genoese, encouraging them in
their constant acts of hostility to the Venetians, These
brawls ended in a set attack upon the Venetian quarter;
many were slain, their ships destroyed, and the Emperor
even imprisoned the Venetian Bailo, Marco Bembo. These
misfortunes set Venice in a blaze. The whole city lent
itself to the preparation of a fleet which was placed under
the command of Ruggiero Morosini. He sailed through the
Dardanelles, seized and burned the shipping which he
found, pushed on to the walls of Constantinople, and cast
anchor opposite the Imperial palace. He demanded satisfac-
tion; it was refused. He brought his Greek prisoners upon
deck, and in sight of their townsmen and their Emperor he
caused them to be scourged. Finally, Andronicus was forced
to purchase the departure of Morosini at an exorbitant price,
with which the victor returned to Venice.

But the Venetian triumph was short-lived. In 1298,
on 8th September, the Admiral of the Republic,
Andrea Dandolo, with a fleet of ninety-five sail,
met the Genoese commander, Lamba Doria, in the waters
of Curzola. Doria’s tactics were superior. He detached a
squadron of fifteen galleys with instructions to cruise out of
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to time how the aristocracy, which was emerging, thanks to its
commercial wealth, had been steadily pursuing its two

objects of reducing the Doge and extruding the people !

from all share in the Government; but it had not yet suc-
ceeded in becoming an oligarchy strictly speaking, a close
caste in the State. From the date of the creation of the first
Great Council in 1172, the tendency had undoubtedly been
in that direction. The Great Council was still nominally
chosen from among the wealthier as well as from the poorer
citizens; but by a natural process we find certain families
gradually gaining a preponderance—for example, in the year
1293 there were eighteen Contarini, eleven Morosini, and ten
Foscari in the Council. By the famous measure, known as
the Serrata del Maggior Consiglio, or closing of the Great
Council, this tendency was on the point of being confirmed.
The oligarchy, which had been slowly forming itself during
the last century and a quarter, was about to become
suddenly rigid, and Venice to acquire, at one stroke, that
peculiar constitution which distinguished her throughout the
rest of her career.

But the closing of the Great Council was in no sense a
coup d'état; it was rather the last and the inevitable step
in a long process. As far back as 1286, in the reign of
Giovanni Dandolo, a motion had been introduced to provide
that only those whose paternal ancestors had sat in the
Great Council should be eligible to that Council for the
future. We have no record of the debate upon this momen-
tous proposal; but here for the first time we find a pro-
gramme, a declaration, that there was a party in the State
desirous of rendering the basis of the Venetian constitution
a close oligarchy. The measure was thrown out by 82
votes against 48, with 10 neutrals. Ten years later, on
6th March 1296, the Doge Gradenigo, a strong 6
partisan of the rising aristocracy and its policy, 129
reopened the question, but his proposals were rejected. Then,
with that determination and strength of will for which he
was remarkable, Gradenigo set himself to override opposition,
and to carry to a conclusion the political aspirations of the
party to which he belonged.
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Ferrara? What of the excommunication it entailed ? The
Doge was the cause of all this. It was time to wake
up and to save the country. Tiepolo followed with 1309
more explicit and more fiery declamations. He concluded with
these words: “ Let us leave talk on one side now, and come
to action. Let us choose a good head of the State, a man
beloved of the people and capable of leading the city back to
her ancient ordinances, and of preserving and augmenting
her liberty.” The only voice raised in protest against
violent measures was that of Jacopo Querini. His age and
his character gained him a specious consent. But the more
ardent spirits were only waiting till he should leave for
Constantinople, when they would return to their original
design of destroying the Doge. On Jacopo's departure a
final meeting determined the details of the plot. All the
conspirators were to assemble armed in the house of Marco
Querini beyond the Rialto, on the night of Saturday the
13th June; thence, at the dawn of the 14th, they were to
issue in two bodies, one under Marco, the other under Baja-
monte Tiepolo, and to reach the Piazza, Querini by the
Ponte de’ Dai, Tiepolo by the Merceria. Meantime another
conspirator, Badoer Badoer, was sent to raise troops near
Padua, with orders to reach Venice on the appointed day.

But there was a traitor among them. The Doge
Gradenigo had an intuition that some movement was in
preparation, but he possessed no certain information as to its
nature and scope. Such information was now supplied to
him by Marco Donato, who had joined the conspiracy at
the beginning, but now abandoned it. When the Doge
learned the details of the plot he took the necessary steps.
He sent orders to the Podestds of Chioggia, Torcello, and
Murano to come at once to Venice, with as many men as
they could put together. He made the nobles arm their
servants, and join him in the Piazza. All these prepara-
tions had to be carried out with speed and secrecy, for the
appointed day had already arrived.

Meantime beyond the Rialto, in the house of the Querini,
the conspirators had assembled and were waiting for the dawn.
Day broke on Sunday 14th in thunder, wind, and a deluge of
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duty of the chiefs to receive and open all communications
addressed to the Ten, to prepare the business to be
submitted to the Council, and to attend to the execu-
tion of its decrees. During their month of office the Capi
were obliged to stay at home ; they were forbidden to mix with
their brother patricians, so as to avoid exposing themselves
to the seduction of bribes and other illegitimate influences.
They were also obliged to present the Council, on the
first of each month, with a complete list of all the prisoners
waiting trial on the order of the Ten, and to take every
means to secure a rapid jail-delivery. They were required
to give audience to all who sought them, on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays. As a proof of the exaggerations
current regarding the powers of the Ten, we must observe
that before proceeding to arrest a suspect, the chiefs of the
Ten were obliged to secure the approval of four out of the
six ducal councillors, and two out of the three chiefs of the
Supreme Court.

The Council of Ten met in one of the smaller rooms of
the ducal palace. The chamber is well lighted with large
windows looking on to the canal which passes under the
DBridge of Sighs. The roof was afterwards painted by
Veronese. The court consisted, besides the Ten, of the
Doge and his six councillors, seventeen members in all, of
whom twelve were necessary to make a gquorum. One of
the Awogadori di Comun, or State advocates, was always
present, without the power to vote, but to act as clerk
to the court, informing it of the law and correcting it
where its procedure seemed informal. Subsequently it
became customary to add twenty members to the Council,
elected in the Maggior Consiglio, for each important case as
it arose.

The Doge presided, seated in the middle of the panelled
semicircle which closes one end of the chamber. He was
supported by his councillors, robed in crimson; then came
the chiefs of the Ten in violet; and then the members of
the Council in black.

The sitting was opened by the secretary reading the
letters addressed to the Dieci; this was followed by the list

1310.
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powers which we have just explained. The Ten was called
into existence by a sudden and pressing need, and
it retained the marks of its origin all through its
history ; it was never an integral part of the scheme of the
Venetian constitution. Owing to its smaller size, its rapidity,
its secrecy, this Council gradually usurped the place of the
Senate on all urgent occasions. An order of the Ten was
as binding as a law, and the terror of the Ten ensured
the punctual observance of its commands. Ambassadors
reported separately to the Dieci, and received from them secret
instructions, which were sometimes in contradiction to the
public instructions of the Senate. They always knew which
to obey. As we have seen, the Ten possessed judicial
functions; in short, its capacity as a committee of public
safety left no department of government in which its
authority would have been disowned.

Above both Senate and Ten came the Collegio or Cabinet,
composed of the Savii or Sages; the six Savit grands, the
Savii da terra ferma, the Savii agli ordini or da mar, the
responsible ministers of the State, the secretaries, as we
should say, of war, marine, finance. It was the duty of the
Sarit grandi to prepare all public business, and to present
it to the Senate or to the Great Council as the case might
be. The six Sucii grandi undertook their functions in
turn, one each week. The whole affairs of Venice passed
through the hands of the Cabinet, in which the Savio grandc
for the week was, as it were, the prime minister of the
Republic, and it was in its competence to choose the
assembly which should dispose of the business. The College
could send a subject to the Senate or to the Ten. If the
matter were urgent, requiring secrecy and rapidity, it natur-
ally chose the Dicci, which had been framed especially to
meet such emergencies; and thus all the more striking and
picturesque episodes in Venetian history came into the
hands of that tribunal. Dut the College was not merely
the initiatory body in the State; it possessed also executive
powers, and was charged to give effect to the deliberations of
the Magyior Consiylio or the Senate; the Ten, in the person
of its three chiefs, possessed an exccutive of its own.

1310,
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Above the College came the six ducal councillors, in-
timately connected with the chief of the State;
where he went they went; they opened his cor-
respondence ; a guorum of the ducal councillors was equi-
valent to the Doge; they represented the attributes of the
Doge, as it were, in commissioh.

At the head of all came the Doge himself, represent-
ing the majesty of Venice. His presence was necessary
everywhere: he presided in the Great Council, in the
Senate, in the Ten, in the College. His pomp was splendid,
his power limited ; he appears as a symbol rather than as a
factor in the constitution, the outward and visible sign of
the impersonal oligarchy.

Such in brief was the constitution which Venice de-
veloped for herself, and relying upon which she proceeded to
take her place as a full-grown community among the other
States of Europe.

1310.



CHAPTER XI

Death of the Doge—Venice desires to expand—The Powers which oppoeed
this desire—Genoa, the Italian Signori, the Turks—Advantages of the
Republic—No mainland frontier—Marin Zorzi, Doge—Giovanni Soranzo,
Doge—Mercenary troops for the reduction of Zara—Dalmasius de Banoli,
his treachery—Removal of the interdict—The d’Este family in Ferrara—
Venetian trade—The trade circle—Venetian industries—Silk—Glass—
Population of Venice—Prosperity of Venice—Francesco Dandolo, Doge
—The Ottoman Turks in Europe—The Signori on the mainland—The
Carraresi in Padua—The Scaligeri of Verona—They clash over Vicenzma
—Defeat of Carrara—Scala in Treviso—Venice and Scala—A war of
tariffs—Weak position of Venice with no food supply—War with Scala:
its importance—Objections to the war—Offers of help—League against
the Scaligeri—Marsilio Carrara, Scala’s emissary to Venice—His treachery
—Padua captured—Defeat of Scala—Venetian territory on the mainland
—Meaning and importance of this—Venetian treatment of her acquisi-
tions—The statute of Treviso—Bartolomeo @radenigo, Doge— Venetian
prosperity reflected in the city buildings—Sumptuary laws—dndrea
Dandolo, Doge—League against the Turk—Great Plagne—Quarrel with
Genoa—The Crimea—War—Capture of Negropont by Doria—Nicolo
Pisani and Paganino Doria—Defeat of Venice—Battle of Cagliari—
Venetian victory—Genoa places herself under Visconti—Visconti and
Venice—League against Visconti—Petrarch in Venice— War with Genoa
renewed—Paganino Doria in Istria—Defences of Venice—Death of the
Doge—Marin Falier, Doge—Truce with Genoa—War again—Battle of
Sapienza—Defeat of Venice—Falier's character—Meaning of his con-
spiracy : its failure—Execution of the Doge.

GRADENIGO died in 1311. He was buried without pomp,
and with little show of mourning on the part of the

people. The interdict forbade the Church to bestow

upon him the usual honours, while the disastrous results of
his reign robbed him of any regard in the eyes of the masses.
To all outward appearance the Republic was in a perilous
position ; Bajamonte Tiepolo continued to be a danger, owing
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destroy. How this came about shall be explained in the
following chapters. -

Marin Zorzi succeeded Pietro Gradenigo on 3
the ducal throne. His brief reign of only ten months was
chiefly occupied by the efforts of Venice to reduce Zara
and the coast of Dalmatia, which had risen in revolt when
the Republic fell under the interdict. The legacy of
this enterprise, which was far from successful, Zorzi left
to his successor Giovanni Soranzo, in whose reign we
shall have to note a great recovery of tone, of
force, of influence, on the part of the Republic, due
no doubt to the inherent strength she had acquired by the
consolidation of her new Constitution.

The war with Zara was moving slowly and unfavourably
for Venice, when the Republic determined to employ mer-
cenary arms for the reduction of the city. The episode is of
importance, for the conduct of the mercenary captain, Dal-
masius de Banoli, instantly showed to the Venetians the
danger which was inherent in the nature of such troops,and
served as a lesson for the guidance of their future conduct.
The government sent De Banoli to the siege of Zara. He
pressed the city hard; but the Dalmatians were supported
by the Ban of Croatia, and offered a stout resistance. Mean-
time Dalmasius had quarrelled with the representatives of the
Republic in his camp. He wished to be entrusted with all
the money for the payment of the troops ; the Venetians natur-
ally suspected such a mercenary request, and refused. The
Ban was anxious to return home. He offered terms to the
Venetians, which were rejected. He then began to treat
secretly with Dalmasius, whom he found quite open to a
bribe. The adventurer promised to occupy the city of Zara
on behalf of the Zaratines and against the Republic.
The plot was betrayed by a soldier, and the Venetian
agents in camp were able to frustrate the scheme. Zara
made a surrender to Venice, and promised to elect every
second year a governor from among the Venetian Patriciate.

Other successes illustrated the reign of Soranzo. The
interdict, inflicted by the Pope as a punishment for the
Ferrarese war, was removed after the payment of 100,000

1312






188 THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

200,000 inhabitants; houses and building-ground were
in such demand that a scheme for filling in the

lagoon between the jfondamente nuove and Murano, 1313
and for adding the seat of the glass trade to the city
of Venice, occupied the serious attention of the Govern-
ment. The Republic increased the Doge’s salary; a jewel
for him to wear on solemn occasions was purchased at the
price of 1500 sequins; the Bucentaur, or State barge,
was refitted for his use; his household was augmented
in servants and furnished with silver plate, and other
appointments.

Everything breathed an air of wellbeing during the
second and third decades of this century. The Republic,
feeling the self-confidence inspired by its new constitution
and the discovery of its natural direction, seemed advancing
along the road of prosperity with strides more rapid than
it had ever taken before. But there were indications of
two dangers which threatened the growing State;
one distant and remote, a danger which only 1339
developed later in Venetian history, the other near and
imminent. The Ottoman Turks appeared for the first time
in Europe, thereby presaging that long struggle which Venice
was doomed to carry on single-handed till her whole re-
sources were drained, and she was left to dwindle and pine
away, the mere dry shell of her ancient self. But nearer at
home, and of more pressing importance, were the struggles
between those despots of Padua, Verona, and Milan, with
whom Venice was destined to collide in carrying out her
policy of a mainland empire. With such an object in view
it was impossible for the Republic to be indifferent to what
was taking place in cities so close to herself as Padua and
Treviso, and to a consideration of this we must now turn
our attention.

After the downfall of Eccelino da Romano, Padua had
established, preserved, and strengthened her independent
municipal government. Her university brought her fame;
her commerce poured in wealth; she showed signs of that
inevitable instinct to expand which seems at that time to
have animated every city in Italy. She became mistress
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Scala.  Alberto was a man of pleasure, but Mastino
inherited all the pride and ambition of his house.
Venice soon became aware that she was face to

face with a rival whom she must either crush or be
ruined. Mastino began his career by imposing new dues
on all Venetian goods passing through the Trevisan
marches or the Padovano, and erected a toll-house on
the Po. The Venetian Government replied with a pro-
hibitive duty on all Paduan and Trevisan merchandise
A war of tariffs ensued. But Venice could not sustain such
a war for long. She was built on islands, without any
stretch of cultivated land to feed her rapidly-increasing
population. Her natural position rendered her unable to
support herself if the food supply from the mainland
should be cut off, or if she were suffering from a check
at sea such as the battle of Curzola had inflicted. That
Padua and Treviso should cease to receive goods imported
from the East through Venice was as nothing compared
with the danger to the lagoon city when deprived of comn
and meat from Padua and Treviso. The war of taiiffs
and of diplomatic correspondence continued for a short
time; but Mastino della Scala knew the power of his
position, and showed that he appreciated it when he
said, “ Tell the Doge to keep his leaden seals; he will want
them all to roof the Campanile.” Venice, in fact, was face
to face with her most serious danger, the perils of a blockade.
Her policy of aggression on the mainland, at least in its
origin, may have been partly dictated by ambition, but it
was none the less a policy of necessity, an absolute con-
dition of safety for the Republic.

War was the only course open to the Venetians. The
moment proved one of vital importance in their history. It
is true that she had shown a desire, and had made an effort
to expand on terra ferma at the time of the Ferrarese war;
but this struggle with Scala, Lord of Verona, Vicenza,
Brescia, Treviso, Feltre, Belluno, and Padua, would most un-
doubtedly prove a far more serious undertaking. If Venice
were defeated, she jeopardised her existence; if victorious,
she sacrificed one of her chief advantages, the absence of a
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which attended to such affairs as lighting, roads, local
taxation. The police, however, remained in the
hands of the Rector, who was in constant com- 1337
munication with the Senate and, in graver emergencies,
with the Council of Ten. At the head of the muni-
cipal government, but subject to the Rector, was the
Podestd, who might be a native of the city, or, as was
frequently the case, a Venetian nobleman, or even the
Rector himself. The Statuto of Treviso provided that, three
months before the expiration of his term of office, the
Podestd should summon a meeting of the Council of 300,
and proceed to the election of eight members, four nobles
and four commoners, whose duty it was to nominate twelve,
six nobles and six commoners, who again elected four
nobles and four commoners, who should name three candi-
dates for the Podestate, from among whom the Council
were to choose their Podestd by ballot. It is clear that this
elaborate method of appointment was a reflex of the system
pursued in the election of the Doge; and as a matter of
fact the Podestd of any city dependent upon Venice stood in a
position analogous to that of the Doge ; he enjoyed a similar
apparatus of pomp concealing a stringent code of restric-
tions; he seemed to govern, but the Rector was his real
master, as the Ten was master of the Doge. The Statutv of
Treviso, after providing for the office of Podestd, proceeds to
deal with questions of octroi, of fortification, of lighting, of
roads and bridges, of wells, of fires, of sanitary matters, of
the guilds of artisans, of wet nurses; in short, of all the
multifarious details of municipal, and even of private, life.
Good government, peace, encouragement of trade, comfort of
living, are its chief objects; and it is not surprising that the
inhabitants of a city under Venetian sway should have
found themselves secure and contented, when they com-
pared their lot with that of a citizen under the rule of an
individual despot such as a Scala or a Visconti.

The reign of Francesco Dandolo closed in success and
splendour for Venice. The reflex of this extension,
of this increase in power and in wealth, made itself 1339-
apparent in the reign of his successor, Bartolomeo Gradenigo.
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most deadly foe she ever encountered in the whole course
of her career. The league ended, as was usual
with Venice, in a business transaction between the 1343
Pope and the Republic by which, on condition of being
allowed to draw the ecclesiastical tithes for three years,
the Government undertook to protect all Christians against
the Turks at sea.

In the year 1348 Italy was attacked by the great
Plague.  Venice hoped to escape infection by 8
drawing a cordon round the lagoons. Three com- 1345
missioners were appointed to take the necessary steps.
But the quarantine proved ineffectual; the Plague broke
out in the city in the spring of the year, and its fierceness
increased as the summer 'heats grew intenser. A commis-
sion of five was appointed. The existing cemeteries were
insufficient to contain the dead, who were sent to San
Giorgio in Alega, to San Marco in Bochalama, to San Lunardo
de Fossamala, even as far out as Sant’ Erasmo. The mortality
increased so rapidly that the corpses often remained unburied
in the houses. The Government found itself obliged to
undertake the collection of the dead in each sestiere of the
city. As the lugubrious death-boats, with their ghastly
burden, passed down the small canals, the boatmen cried
“Corpi Morti! Corpi Morti!” and in reply the survivors
shot the corpses from doors and windows down upon the
loathly pile. The bodies were hastily interred in large
open graves, and barely sprinkled over with earth. Doctors
were invited from other parts of Italy. But no precautions
proved of any avail. The pestilence ran its course; and
when it left the city the Venetians found that fifty noble
families had been completely wiped out, and that three-
fifths of the entire population had perished.

The blow was a severe one, and all the more serious that
the Republic was on the point of embarking upon a
struggle with Genoa, in which she required every available
citizen and an exchequer full to overflowing. The fur
trade of the Crimea had for long been a bone of contention
between Venice and her western rival. The city of Kaffa,
which was really formed by the factories of the two
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sailor, and loved abundant sea-room. He drew out into the
open, followed by the Genoese fleet; then, facing

round, he ran his ships alongside of one another, 1353
and lashed them together into one solid front, leaving ten
galleys free to skirmish, and to draw the enemy towards his
close formation. Both sides fought with great valour, and
with greater hate. The Venetians began to board the
enemy, but many fell into the sea from the decks, which
were slippery with blood. At last, on first one and then
another of the Genoese galleys, the ensign of S. Mark began
to fly. The battle avas really over; the Genoese lost heart;
they threw themselves into the sea or hid in the holds of
their ships. Grimaldi caused his own galley to be towed
out of the thick of the fight, and fled towards Genoa; for
four hours more the Genoese fought desperately, and after
losing thirty-three galleys out of fifty-one, they owned them-
selves defeated.

When Grimaldi’s blood-stained vessel brought the news
to Gienoa, consternation filled the city. The people poured
down to the mole, or climbed the hills behind the town,
expecting each moment to descry on the south-west offing
the sails of the victorious Venetian fleet. But Pisani's
victory had not cost him little; he was in no condition
to attack Genoa, and the Senate thus obtained a breathing
space in which to deliberate upon the situation. The result
of those deliberations altered the whole aspect of the war, and
introduced a new and most important factor in the struggle
between the two Republics. The Senate of Genoa made a
voluntary surrender of the State to Giovanni Visconti,
Bishop of Milan, on condition that he would furnish the
means for continuing the war against Venice.

It is interesting to note that Venice was first brought
into contact with the Visconti, not as a result of her
extension on the mainland, but owing to her naval war with
Genoa. That she should clash with Visconti sooner or later
was inevitable after her first step towards a land dominion ;
but at present she had the Carraresi as an intermediate State
between her mainland frontiers and those of the powerful
rulers of Milan. The Genoese act of surrender proves,
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after the sack of Parenzo, the Doge Andrea Dandolo died,
and was succeeded by Marin Falier, whose reign and

name have gained an exaggerated importance from 1354
the tragic event which closed in violence his brief rule of
nearly seven months,

The Venetian defensive alliance against Visconti and
Genoa had produced but little good; not much could be
expected from mainland allies in a purely naval war. But
the presence of Charles IV. in Italy induced Genoa to signa
truce with Venice. This proved to be merely a breathing
space. It was quite certain that nothing but the utter defeat
of one of the combatants could put an end to this internecine
struggle. The truce was no sooner over than Nicolo Pisani
and his famous nephew, Vettor, took the sea and went in
search of Paganino Doria in the Grecian Archipelago.
Doria declined battle when offered ; and Pisani, on instruc-
tions from Venice, withdrew to winter quarters in Portolungo,
opposite the island of Sapienza, at the extreme south-west
point of Greece, not far from Navarino.

While lying at Portolungo, Pisani was joined by four
other vessels, which brought the number of his fleet up to
thirty-five galleys and some twenty lighter craft. The
mouth of the harbour was entrusted to the care of Nicolo
Querini with twenty galleys at his command. Meanwhile
Paganino Doria, with thirty-six galleys, had also resolved to
return to Genoa for the winter. The wind, however, was
against him, and he was driven back to the shelter of some
rocky islands near Sapienza. His nephew, Giovanni Doria,
a young man of spirit, finding time heavy on his hands,
took a light trireme, and went to reconnoitre the Venetian
position. He reported to his uncle that an attack on the
Venetians was certain to be successful, for the guard at
the harbour mouth had been quite relaxed. Paganino
accordingly, on the 4th November 1354, gave orders to
sail. He found the entrance to the port unprotected, sailed
in, and took the whole Venetian fleet by surprise. Many
of the crew jumped into the sea ; Pisani himself escaped to
land and sought refuge in Modon. Every vessel of the
Venetian fleet was captured.
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which subsequent historians have indued it, the conspiracy
of Marin Falier is of little importance in com-
parison with that of Tiepolo. 1Its chief interest lies '35+
in the proof which it furnishes that the Doge was impotent,
that the Council of Ten was the sovereign of the State.

The facts as far as they can be ascertained appear to be
these. At the festival of Maunday Thursday some young
Venetian nobles permitted themselves to take a liberty with
one of the Dogaressa’s waiting-women, whereupon the Doge
ordered them to be expelled from the reception-rooms. In
revenge, as they passed the council chamber, it occurred to
one of them to write upon the Doge’s throne—Marin Falicr
della bella mujer, lu la mantien et altri la galde. The
Doge soon saw the insulting inscription, and thought
he recognised its origin. He applied for a heavy punish-
ment against the culprits. If any punishment were inflicted,
it appeared to the Doge to be quite inadequate to the
enormity of this reflection on the ducal corno, and he con-
ceived a hatred of the powerful caste which sheltered its own
members at the expense of the Doge’s honour. Another
instance of the same overbearing spirit on the part of the
nobility roused against them the fury of the dock labourers.
Marco Barbaro struck a certain Gisello, a dock hand, in the
face upon some frivolous excuse. Gisello went to the Doge
for redress ; but Falier, with the memory of his own un-
avenged insult rankling in his mind, replied that he was
powerless. Gisello said, “ When one cannot bind a dangerous
brute, one kills it.” The phrase chimed in with Falier’s mood.
A compact was soon made between the Doge, Gisello, Filippo
Calendario, Bertucci Israello, and spread rapidly throughout
the whole body of the arsenal hands. The 15th of April
was appointed as the day on which the nobles were to be
slain, and Falier proclaimed prince of Venice.

The secret had been so well kept that even the Council
of Ten had no inkling of what was in preparation for the 15th
of April. But now the affection of a certain Beltrame, a
bergamasque leather merchant, for his friend and protector,
Nicolo Lion, brought about the discovery of the plot and
saved, no doubt, much useless bloodshed. Beltrame could not
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IN the last chapter we have seen the Republic embarking
upon a new phase of her career, a policy of exten-

sion on the mainland. In this she was merely '35%
carrying out a tendency which was introduced when the
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Republic as a bulwark between herself and the lords of
Milan, were compelled by the nature of their posi-

tion, by their desire to be independent, by their 1354
dread of being absorbed, to become the implacable and
treacherous foes of their protector. Hitherto Venice had
been engaged in a duel with Genoa; but her first step
upon the mainland made combinations and coalitions
against her inevitable. And so we shall find that the
Republic is now called upon to face Carrara, Hungary,
Austria, and Genoa, all banded together to destroy the
powerful city of the lagoons.

Giovanni Gradenigo, who succeeded Marin Falier in
1355, came to the throne when the Republic was in
a perilous position. The conspiracy and death of his 1355
predecessor had given a shock to the whole of Venice, which
still smarted under the defeat of Sapienza and the loss of her
entire fleet. But the war had been weighing hardly less
heavily on her rival Genoa. Both Republics were prepared
to sign a peace the terms of which were proposed by
Visconti. The Genoese pledged themselves not to enter
the Adriatic with ships of war, nor to assist any rebellion
on the part of Venetian dependencies; the Venetians in
like manner were excluded from Genoese waters; both
parties bound themselves to abstain from trading in the Ses
of Azoff for three years.

Venice immediately applied herself to restoring her
fleet which had been ruined at Sapienza, and to re-establish-
ing her business on an active basis. As after Curzola, so
after Sapienza, the Republic displayed her wonderful
elasticity and power of recovery. In Egypt, in Barbary,
with the Flemish and with the Tartars, she renewed her
treaties and reorganised her commerce ; and when the three
years of exclusion from the Sea of Azoff had expired, she
was ready to step in at once and to resume the valuable
traffic in those waters. The stability of her constitution
enabled her thus to devote her whole energies to commercial
enterprise, to the restoration of her exhausted treasury, and
the rehabilitation of her shattered fleet after each disaster
which she suffered at sea. With her rival Genoa the case
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immunity from pirates ? But the answer to all this was very
short and only too obvious: Dalmatia was already

lost, and Treviso on the point of falling ; to save one 355
it was absolutely necessary to sacrifice the other. The
terms were accepted perforce, and the treaty of peace, with
an additional clause including the allies of both parties, and
therefore Francesco Carrara, was signed on 18th 8
February 1358. 135%

The results of the Hungarian war left Venice but little
reason to be satisfied with the first fruits of her policy of
extension on ferra ferma. She had lost Dalmatia, and with
it much of her power in the Adriatic; she was on the
point of losing Treviso, and was still destined to do so;
she had been debarred from vengeance on Carrara, and
even compelled to receive him in Venice with outward
honours, which made but a poor cloak for her inward
animosity.

Peace, however, had been restored for the present; and
the population of Venice was able once more to turn all its
attention to the bee-like task of accumulating wealth and
extending its commerce. The Government, in this breathing
space, had time to study the lessons of the Hungarian war.
They saw that their territory on the mainland was exposed
to attack by princes as powerful as the King of Hungary.
They considered how they could best protect themselves
against such attacks for the future. No happier expedient
presented itself to them than the method of diplomacy
which was entailed upon them as one of the consequences
of their mainland dominion. They attempted to secure an
imperial title for their newly-acquired possessions. In this
they were merely following the usual policy of an Italian
mainland prince, who sought a vague authority, and still
more shadowy shield, in a title drawn from the Pope or
the Emperor, in a papal or an imperial diploma. The
Venetians sent an embassy to Charles IV. to request a
regular infeudation of the Trevisan marches. But the
mission proved most unfortunate. It failed at the Imperial
Court ; two of the ambassadors were made prisoners on their
homeward journey, and remained in custody for nearly two
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st the same time thoroughly versed in the affairs of the
isiand. But it was refused. Venice treated the

nobles of the Candiot colony as if they had no

claim to be considered patricians of the Republic. This
bred a profound discontent, which easily amalgamated
with the desire among the native Candiots for absolute
independence.

Matters reached a crisis when Candia presented a request
to be allowed to send twenty sages as representatives to
protect Candian interests at the capital. This was some-
thing similar to the demand on the part of a colony for a
voice in the Imperial Parliament; to accede to the request
would have been to take a step in the direction of federation.
But the new aristocracy had no such intentions in their
view; and the scornful answer, “ We were not aware that
you possessed twenty sages in Candia,” showed the Candiots
that they had nothing to expect from the mother-country
in that direction. The immediate pretext for revolt was
the exaction of a tax for the improvement of the island
harbours, which the Candiots refused to pay unless Venice
consented to receive their representatives.

The Duke of Candia, Leonardo Dandolo, declared the
claim inadmissible ; he charged the rebels to disperse; they
stood firm, and in a few days the whole island was in open
revolt.  The native Candiots were headed by a Calergi and
a Mudazzo; the Venetian element in the revolution had a
Venier, & Gradenigo, and a Falier as leaders. In expectation
of the arrival of an armament from Venice, the rebels strained
overy nerve to collect troops; they enrolled all the rabble
of the island—opirates, thieves, murderers; and with this
undisciplined army they waited the coming of the Venetians.
The Lepublic endeavoured to pacify the revolt. Twice it
sent commissioners with orders to use persuasion, not force.
Both times the commissioners were repulsed and compelled
to seck safety on board their galleys. Then Venice became
neriously alarmed lest she should lose Candia. She addressed
the Kmperor, the Pope, Naples, and Hungary, begging them
Lo remain neutral in the quarrel ; and she despatched a force
under the famous mercenary captain, Luchino dal Verme, to
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the true Hapsburgian policy, accepted 75,000 ducats in
lieu of whatever rights he possessed over Trieste. 68
The city yielded to the Venetians, and to secure 1355
themselves against a similar revolution, the Venetian cap-
tain, Michiel, began to build the strong and dominating
castle of S. Giusto.

The Triestine episode was no sooner concluded than
another enemy, Francesco Carrara, began to cause uneasiness.
He was working slowly down the Brenta, building forts at
Oriago and elsewhere: he was stealing gradually nearer
to the lagoons, and intended to establish salt pans of his
own if he were able. This would have seriously interfered
with one great source of Venetian revenue, her monopoly
of salt; but, more than that, Carrara’s presence in force
on the Brenta was a continual menace to the water system
of the lagoons, a subject upon which the Republic had
learned by experience to be peculiarly sensitive. All
attempts at an amicable settlement of the disputed points
proved useless. War was inevitable ; unsought by Venice,
desired and precipitated by Carrara, who counted on copious
and vigorous support from the King of Hungary. While
matters were still doubtful, and war not yet declared, the
whole city of Venice was alarmed and infuriated by the dis-
covery of a plot to murder some of the members of the Senate
who were most keenly opposed to Carrara; and this horror
was intensified when it was found that the lord of Padua
had succeeded in suborning two Venetian nobles, Leonardo
Morosini and Luigi Molin, to assist his designs by furnishing
information of what passed in the Senate Chamber. The
assassing lodged in the house of an old woman called la
gobba, who lived near the Merceria. They naturally kept
loose company, and the plot was revealed to the Government
by two women of the town. Morosini and Molin, the two
traitorous nobles, were killed in prison. The assassins were
dragged at a horse’s tail from the Rialto to S. Mark, and
quartered between the columms of the Piazzetta. The
Venetians never forgave this treacherous design; they re-
membered it against the Carraresi when Francesco Novello
fell into their hands some thirty years later.
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Andronicus with a message to John, that the Sultan
would judge of the Emperor’s character by the
way in which he dealt with his rebellious offspring. 375
Paleologus replied by blinding Andronicus, and imprison-
ing him in the tower of Anema. It now occurred to
the Genoese, in search of some pretext for upsetting
the Venetian claim to Tenedos, that this rebellious and
imprisoned prince was an instrument made to their
hand. From their stronghold in Pera they virtually
governed the Imperial city; they could therefore offer to
place Andronicus on the throne if he would promise to make
them a gift of Tenedos, the coveted. ~Andronicus consented
gladly. By a coup de main the Emperor John was seized
by the Genoese and imprisoned in the same tower whence
they had just released his son to place him on the throne.
But the Genoese calculations failed. When they presented
the Imperial order for the surrender of Tenedos to the
governor of the island, he refused to recognise Andronicus,
and insisted that John’s cession to Venice was the only valid
one. On the strength of this he offered to place Tenedosin
the hands of Giustinian at once. There was no time to con-
sult the home Government. ~Giustinian accepted the cession
in the name of the Republic; and the lion of S. Mark was
hoisted on the island.

‘War could no longer be avoided. Genoa hastened to urge
Carrara to join her in attacking the Republic; he 8
agreed with alacrity, and on his side he secured the 37"
promise of help from Hungary. Against this powerful coali-
tion Venice could only rely upon the doubtful support of the
Visconti, lords of Milan. But she entered upon her prepan-
tions with enthusiasm and courage. Her levies were called
out by the system of groups of twelve, and the first three
divisions were drafted for immediate service. Mercenaries
were hired for the defence of the Trevisan marches. A loan
was raised, and increased duties on wine and food poured a
large sum of money into the treasury. Two great naval
commanders took the sea ; Carlo Zeno, the intrepid and fiery,
was sent to Negropont; Vettor Pisani, the able tactician
and strategist, was invested with the supreme command.
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overboard, could Zeno succeed in floating his vessel, and
bringing her back into safety. On 6th January

Pisani effected a landing on the Brondolo point, 1319-

and planted his cannon, the Trevisana and the Vittoria, so
little understood as yet that their gunners did not venture
to fire them more than once a day; but they did good
work. A shot from one of them struck the campanilke
in Chioggia, and the ruins, in their fall, killed Doria, the
Genoese admiral. His successor, Napoleone Grimaldi, see-
ing how desperate the situation was becoming, resolved to
cut a canal through the Lido of Sottomarina and so effect an
escape to sea. But by the 13th of February the Genoese

were driven out of Brondolo and forced into Chioggia. Pisani
took possession of Brondolo, and all possibility of cutting a
new canal was at an end. Carrara, however, was still able
to throw provisions and troops into the town. In order to
destroy this last resource of the Genoese, Pisani entrusted
the necessary operations on the mainland to Carlo Zeno.
His land forces consisted of mercenaries drawn from various
nations—English, German, besides Italians. They were
eager for the sack of Chioggia, and rapacious for pay; they
endeavoured to force Pisani and Zeno to deliver an assault
upon the town. The caution of the two leaders counselled
them to refuse. The mercenaries mutinied, and were only
reduced to obedience when Zeno strung one of them, Robert
of Recanati, up to the yard of his own ship. Still it was
with such troops as these that Zeno succeeded in cutting
off the convoys sent to Chioggia by Francesco Carrara,
thereby convincing the Genoese that their last hope of
salvation lay in a desperate sortie. In May they began to
build light skiffs, made of the timbers and rafters of houses
which they pulled down. They hoped to be able to sail
over the obstacles in the Chioggia and Brondolo channels,
and possibly to join the squadron of Matteo Maruffo, the
Genoese admiral, who was cruising about on the farther
side of the Venetian fleet, waiting to support a sortie from
Chioggia. The sortie, twice repeated, failed. Zeno’s men
cut the Genoese to bits while they were in the shoals, and
Pisani’s bolts sank the skiffs that had escaped into deeper
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combined with the strength of her natural position, allowed
her citizens to make the fullest use of every period
of peace, however brief. A few years of such
active trade as Venetians knew how to carry on, was
sufficient to recruit the treasury. Venice had virtually a
monopoly of the Mediterranean trade; Genoa, her great
rival, lacked her advantages—she had an unstable constitu-
tion, the city was on the land, and exposed to a siege, not
on a group of unreachable islands. But more than this, the
constitution which was so strongly built seems also to have
inspired enthusiasm in the men who were brought up under
it. The war of Chioggia is a splendid proof of the self-
sacrifice which at that time animated the whole Venetian
race; a race passionately devoted to its native city, and
at the same time supremely practical in all matters of
business. This, if any, is the heroic period of Venetian
history, when she was approaching the maturity of her out-
ward growth as a natural consequence of having already
achieved maturity in her political constitution.

1380.
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making a present of it to some other power. And so, just
when Francesco thought that he was about to add 1180,
this province also to his dominions, he saw, to his 3%
chagrin, the troops of the Duke of Austria appear upon the
scene, and enter the beleaguered city with the consent of the
Venetians, who had surrendered it to a distant rather than
to a neighbouring enemy.

All parties were weary of this long, deadly and fratri-
cidal war. Genoa was disheartened by the loss of her
fleet; Venice was mourning the death of her great leader,
Vettor Pisani, who died of wounds received at Manfredonia,
less than two months after Chioggia had surrendered;
Carrara was disgusted at seeing Treviso slip through his
fingers ; accordingly, when, in 1381, Amadeo of
Savoy offered his mediation, it was accepted. By
the peace of Turin, Venice confirmed her renunciation of
Dalmatia in favour of the King of Hungary ; she surrendered
Tenedos, which had been the immediate cause of the war,
to the Duke of Savoy; she obtained from Carrara the resti-
tution of the strong positions along the edge of the lagoon
which he had fortified. ~These terms were not such as
would have satisfied a victorious city. But Venice was
not precisely victorious; she had saved the capital from
occupation by the Genoese, but no more. She had lost
Dalmatia and Treviso; her possessions on the mainland
were reduced to a narrow strip of territory bordering the
lagoon. Under these circumstances even such a peace as
that of Turin was welcome. And Venice set herself at once
to repairing the ravages of the Chioggian war. She did so
in a remarkably short period, proving once again the sur-
prising elasticity and recuperative force of her constitution.
In the Levant she found herself virtually unopposed by her
rival Genoa. For though Genoa cannot be said to have
been actually destroyed by the loss of her armament at
Chioggia, yet she now became a prey to internal party
faction ; she deposed no less than ten Doges in four or five
years ; and finally, in 1396, she renounced her independ-
ence, and reccived from Charles VI. of France, a governor,
who ruled the Republic in the French interests. Venice

1381.
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much as to humiliate Carrara; and so Francesco’s abdica-
tion produced no result. Padua was attacked and 38
fel. Venice recovered the whole of the Trevisan 'S
marches, and Visconti took possession of all the Padovano.

Could Venice have kept the Carraresi as quasi-inde-
pendent princes between herself and the Visconti, had
such a policy been possible, it would doubtless have been
wiser for the Republic; it would have saved her from the
clash with Gian Galeazzo, her subsequent extension on the
mainland, and the disasters of Cambray implied thereby.
But the policy was not possible. The Carraresi themselves
would not understand the situation, from a Venetian point
of view. They had proved this by their violent hostility
during the Chioggian war, and again by their endeavours
to expand, and to shut out Venice from the passes, when
that war was over. The Carraresi would not recognise them-
selves as dependants of Venice ; they aimed at being nothing
less than autocratic princes. But even if the Venetians
had succeeded in establishing such relations between them-
selves and the lord of Padua, they could hardly have
avoided collision with Visconti, who was aiming at a
kingdom of North Italy; the Paduan frontier would
virtually have been the Venetian frontier, if the Republic
supported Carrara, and the clash must have come. The
policy of maintaining the Carraresi was impossible. In the
deplorable condition of the times, no course was open to
Italian principalities but one of internecine warfare ; to kill
or be killed was the sole alternative.

Venetian aims in the midst of these complications are
quite clear. She desired to recover Treviso at the least
possible expense, but she never supposed that Visconti
would prove a more welcome neighbour than Carrara had
been. She trusted, however, that the rapid movement of
Ttalian mainland politics would help her to checkmate
Visconti in any attempt at further aggrandisement in her
direction ; that the kaleidoscope of Italian diplomacy
would soon offer a combination which would enable her to
expel Visconti from the Padovano; and in the meantime
she had recovered Treviso.
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doubtful whether there existed any power strong enough to
oppose his progress towards a kingdom of North
Italy, when, in the year 1402, death came suddenly
and cut him short in mid-career.

. The demise of Gian Galeazzo is a turning point in the
history of the relations between Venice and the Carraresi
Hitherto Francesco Novello had shown himself a loyal ally of
the Republic, owing to his lively dread of being absorbed by
Visconti. But now, on Galeazzo’s death, the vast Viscontean
possessions were divided between two legitimate sons and
a bastard—Giovanni Maria, Filippo Maria, and Gabriele
Maria, all minors, under the regency of the Duchess of Milan.
Her government was feeble. Each of Gian Galeazzo’s great
generals began to help himself to some part of his late
master’s dominions. A break-up of the Visconti territory
was at hand. This position of affairs produced a double
effect on Venice and Carrara: it awoke the cupidity
of both; each resolved to obtain some share of the prey;
while this ambition on the part of Carrara roused the
jealousy of Venice, and at the same time gave her an
opportunity of finally crushing the Carraresi, for whom she
had no longer any need, now that Visconti was dead.

Carrara proceeded to attack the Duchess. He claimed
Vicenza, and would have liked Verona. He arrived before
Vicenza, but the citizens showed no disposition to receive
him. They knew too well what the rule of a personal lord
meant for them ; they had experienced Scalas, Carraresi, and
Visconti in turn. To them the milder and wiser rule of
Venice seemed preferable; and if they were compelled to
surrender the city to any one, they resolved to consign it to
the Republic.

Meantime the Duchess had sent her ambassadors to
Venice to implore the Government to check Carrara’s advance.
As a condition of her support Venice demanded Vicenza,
Verona, Bassano. The danger was pressing, and the ambas-
sadors yielded. Thus doubly armed with the voluntary
surrender of the Vicentines, and the cession by the Duchess,
the Venetians despatched a herald to Carrara, who was
still under the walls of Vicenza, informing him of the

1402.
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humiliation and demanded pardon. The Doge’s answer
was far from harsh. But on the 30th November a

change in the treatment of the captives took place. 1404

They were removed from S. Giorgio to a prison in the ducal
palace. The cause for this increased severity was the dis-
covery of the clue to a vast plot, whose ramifications seemed
to reach some of the highest functionaries in the State.
The Government naturally felt alarmed. The depositions
of some of Carrara’s dependants, and the examination of his
papers, increased the panic. On the 23rd December the
Carraresi were placed in stricter confinement, and only
one attendant, a fellow-prisoner, was allowed to wait on
them. The Council of Ten sat day and night. Fresh
revelations led to the arrest of two Venetian nobles, Pisani
and Gradenigo. They were tried and condemned, the one
to five years’ imprisonment and confiscation of goods, the
other to three years’ imprisonment and exclusion from office.
There could be no doubt as to the reality of the plot,
nor as to the fact that it centred in the Carraresi The
Council proceeded rapidly with the case. The prisoners
were condemned to be strangled in prison, and the sentence
was executed on 17th January 1405. It is said
that Francesco defended himself violently to the
very end, using a prison stool as his weapon. His son
Jacopo, of gentler temper, submitted quietly to his fate.
When the news spread through the city, the people
endorsed the action of the Government by crying “ Omo
morto, vera finia "—*“ Man dead, war over.”

Such was the end of the Carraresi  They suffered the
fate of all the lesser princes of Italy, and were crushed out
between their two greater neighbours, Visconti and Venice.
The downfall of their family left the Republic in possession
of a large mainland territory—the Trevisan marches, Padua,
Vicenza, Verona, and their districts, together with the high
tableland of the Seven Communes above Bassano. The
boundaries of the Republic in Italy were now, roughly
speaking, the sea from the mouths of the Tagliamento to
those of the Adige—the Tagliamento to the east, the Alps
to the north, and the Adige to the west and south. This

1405.
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territory she held, with the brief exception of the wars of
1405 the Cambray League, undisturbed down to the fall
" of the Republic in 1796. Henceforward Venice
can no longer be considered as a purely naval and com-
mercial power, with interests centred almost entirely in the
Levant. She now enters the comity of Italian States. She
becomes a land power as well, with a land frontier to
defend, with ambitious rivals beyond those frontiers, always
ready to attack her—in short, with all the prestige, but
also with all the difficulties and dangers, of an Italian prin-
cipality. The centre of gravity is changed, and Venetian
history assumes another aspect from the date of her con-
solidation upon the mainland.



CHAPTER XIV

Condition of Venice in fourteenth century—Her recuperative power—Fra
Enrico da Rimini—Sources of wealth—Commerce—Venice different from
all other maritime city States—Commercial circle—The six State fleets
—Merchant marine regulations — Merchantmen convertible into men-of-
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—Taxation of guilds—Salt monopoly—Banking—Total revenue of Venice
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officials— Public ceremonies— Navy—Army — Mercenaries—Cost of a
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Corruption—Dante’s and Petrarch’s remarks.

AT this moment in Venetian history, when the Republic had
just achieved her fullest development, when she was

about to add a land empire to her vast maritime sphere 1405
of influence, and thereby to alter the whole tenor of her
subsequent career, it will not be amiss to pause and to sketch
very briefly the internal aspect of Venice as a city, for such
a review will show how very much she owed to the sea,
and how much she was risking by turning away from it.
The first point which must strike the student of Venetian
history in the fourteenth century, is the ease with which the
State recovered from wars that followed each other with
such frequency, and were often disastrous. This recupera-
tive power implies a great resource of wealth. A contem-
porary, Fra Enrico da Rimini, remarks of Venice that “ every
Venetian has some property of his own.” How did the
Republic acquire such vast riches? In order to answer that
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bell-founding among the earliest; even in the reign of Doge
Orso Particiaco (880) we read that he sent a 140
present of twelve bells to Basil the Emperor in 405-
Constantinople ; and metal work still constitutes one of the
few industries of modern Venice. The silk trade was
introduced from Lucca, and the Lucchese refugees were
settled in a quarter near the Campo San Bartolomeo and
the Calle della Bissa. Cloth of gold, wrought leather, and
above all bead-making, glass-blowing, and the manufacture
of mirrors, formed important branches of Venetian industry.

The most remarkable feature in the history of Venetian
trade is the peculiar quality which Art Guilds assumed
in Venice. The tendency to erect guilds was carefully
encouraged by the State, which, while allowing a large
amount of self-government to the corporations, always main-
tained its own hold over them, and supervised all their
arrangements by means of its officers, the Giustiziers and
the Proveditori di Comun, under whose direction the guilds
were immediately placed. The statutes of each corpora-
tion, which were framed with the greatest care to main-
tain the efficiency of the members and to prevent the
divulgence of trade secrets, were known by the name of
the Mariegole, and were engrossed in the matriculation-book,
whence, no doubt, that strange word is corrupted.

The matriculation-books were open to the inspection of
the Proveditori, and no bye-law, passed in a chapter of the
guild, was valid till it had received the sanction of the
government officials. Each member of a trade guild paid
two taxes to the State, which were exacted through the
officers of the corporation, the taglione or capitation-fee for
belonging to the guild, and the tansa insensibile or small
tax upon the profits of his work each year. The Martegole
provided for the taxation of the guild members, for the up-
keep of the guild funds, for the examination and admission
of new members, for the maintenance of the decrepit, the
burial of the dead, the provision for widows and orphans.
In short, the guilds were self-supporting corporations,
which, by the excellence of their constitutions, maintained
the high quality of Venetian manufactures, and inculcated












268 THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

save her when brought face to face with all the conditions of
mercenary warfare. It has been estimated, though
with what accuracy is doubtful, that a troop of cavalry 1405
numbering 300 lances cost upwards of 10,000 ducats a
month, or 120,000 ducats a year—figures which show at least
how enormously costly a war of this nature must have been.
If we may judge from the levy of men made for active
service in 1336, the population of Venice appears to
have been about 200,000 souls; of whom perhaps
1000 belonged to the patrician caste. The idea of the
relation between patrician and plebeian, between governing
and governed, in the intimacy of daily life, and in the
internal economy of the city, was a paternal idea. The
great noble was surrounded by a number of clients,
dependants, who lived in smaller houses clustering round
the patron’s palace, and whose relations with their patron
were often very familiar. A nobleman frequently stood
sponsor for a client’s child; and the lien of compare de
zuan was a strong one. The same conception animated
the Government. It aimed at being the father of the
whole of its citizens. It interfered to protect child labour,
as in the looking-glass trade, where we find a law de-
claring that boys and girls are on no account to work
with mercury or lead, and to check dangerous over-
loading on shipboard ; it supplied medical advice gratis to
the poor. Venetian physicians were bound to attend a
course of anatomy once a year, and to meet every month
for the exhibition and discussion of difficult cases. The
druggists’ shops were under the surveillance of Government
officials. The doctor was bound by oath to warn his patient
early in his conduct of the case if he considered it a serious
one, so as to allow the sick to set their minds at ease about
their worldly goods and their consciences about their future
state. Severe police regulations prohibited nobles from reck-
less riding through the narrow streets to the danger of the
foot passengers. All horses were obliged to carry bells on
their collars; and these provisions continued till the in-
creasing population and the introduction of stone bridges
with steps rendered riding altogether impossible. Public






"CHAPTER XV

A new epoch in Venetian history : its characteristics—Could Venice have
avoided her passage to the mainland I—Could she have made a really
powerful mainland State ?—Venice consolidates her new land empire—
The ceremony of surrender of Verona and Padua—The schism—DPosition
of Venice towards the Curia—Supports the conciliar principle —Venice
represented at Constance—The end of the schism—Burning of Huss—
Recovery of Dalmatia: bought from Ladislaus—Sigismund’s claim—
Conspiracies in Padua and Verona—Sigismund’s general, Filippo Scolari,in
Friuli: his character—Undecided operations—Balduino’s plot in Venice
—Secolari at S. Nicolo del Lido—Venetian victory at La Motta—Cost of the
war strains Venetian funds—Additional taxation—Truce with Sigismund—
National debt—Tommaso Mocenigo, Doge—The last Doge elected by
popular consent—Abolition of the Doge’s right to summon the Arengo—
Restrictions on ducal authority—Death of Bajazet—Affairs of Constan-
tinople—Venice makes a treaty with the Turks—Mahomet, his fleet—
Hostile to Venice—Battle of Gallipoli—Pietro Loredano’s despatch—
Peace—War with Sigismund—Filippo Maria Visconti—Venetian success
—Conquers Friuli—Carmagnola—Florence alarmed at Visconti’s progress
—Proposes an alliance with Venice—Importance of this invitation—Two
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able answer to the Florentines — Mocenigo’s speech — His deathbed
warning—Death of the Doge.

‘WE have reached a new epoch in Venetian history; we are
about to enter upon the second great period in the

life of the State. Down to the year 1405 it is the “4°%
growth of Venice which has occupied our attention. By
the Serrata del Maggior Consiglio, by the conspiracy of
Tiepolo, by the defeat of Genoa, and by the acquisition of
Padua, Verona, and Treviso, the Republic had completed
the period of her making. This second period, the years
between 1405 and 1540, will show us the marring of
Venice by circumstances which she was powerless to control,
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If it be at all permissible to discuss the spiritual com-
plexion of a whole people, such would seem to have 140
been the mental attitude of Venice during the fif- 495-
teenth and sixteenth centuries. The Venetians themselves
may very likely have been unconscious of the true state of the
case ; they probably believed in the destiny of their race
to continue a growth which, in its extraordinary rapidity,
must have dazzled their own eyes as well as those of their
neighbours. But the instinct of the people, the informal
consciousness, cannot have failed to cause occasional pangs,
such as found expression in Tommaso Mocenigo’s deathbed
warning, when it endeavoured, in the performance of its
self-preservative function, to rouse a semse of the danger
which was patent in the external facts of circumstance.
And it is with these external circumstances that we have
now to deal.

To help her through this period Venice possessed one
great element of strength inside herself, the solidity of her
constitution, and the affection inspired by a government
which was essentially humane. Externally the Republic
was kept in a state of abnormal activity by two factors inti-
mately connected with her dual position in East and West:
bound up with her interests in the Levant the Turk was a
permanent menace ; as the result of her mainland extension
she could not long avoid a collision with Visconti.

But before resuming the narrative thread of Venetian
history, two questions suggest themselves for answer.
Could Venice have maintained herself as a purely com-
mercial state, or was her step upon the mainland a necessity
which she could not avoid ? 1t was not beyond the bounds
of "possibility that the Republic might have left Italian and
European politics alone, and have devoted herself entirely
to commerce. Experience had proved that the city was
virtually impregnable. The one condition necessary for the
success of such a policy was the absolute and undisputed
supremacy of the Republic at sea. Without a provision-
yielding district at her back, any maritime reverse rendered
Venice liable to blockade and starvation. It is doubtful
whether Venice, wealthy as she was, could have maintained
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unable to attack Venice effectively in Friuli and Dalmatia,
unable to support the Patriarch of Aquileia against
the Republic, unable to prevent her from acquiring
the whole north-east corner of the Venetian plain as the
outcome of the wars which we have now to follow.
Venetian successes on the mainland, the acquisition of
Padua, Vicenza, and Verona, had been followed by a further
triumph, the recovery of Dalmatia, which Ladislaus, unable
to resist Sigismund’s Hungarian claims, had sold to
the Republic. But when Ladislaus sold his. claims 1409
he also sold his quarrel. Venice very soon found that
Sigismund did not intend to allow her to retain undisturbed
possession of a province which he considered as his own in
virtue of the Hungarian crown. Sigismund was encouraged
in his hostility to Venice by the presence at his court of
Marsilio Carrara and Brunoro della Scala, the last remnants
of those two great houses whose territories the Republic now
enjoyed. Scala and Carrara both assured Sigismund that they
were able to assist him by creating revolutionary risings in
Padua and Verona among the nobles who still remained
attached to their ancient lords, or who at least detested the
strong government of Venice. As a matter of fact, con-
spiracies were hatched in both cities. In Padua the plot
was easily discovered and vigorously crushed. In Veronaa
rising actually took place, but the answer to the cry of Viva la
Scala was cold; the cry Viva San Marco was at once taken
up by the people, who already, in these few years of
Venetian rule, had learned to appreciate the benefits of a
good government, and declined to pass once more under the
tyranny of a Scala. Sigismund’s preparations for war con-
tinued. His army, composed of 12,000 cavalry and 8000
infantry, was already in Friuli under the command of his
general, Filippo degli Scolari, called Pippo Span, or Pip the
Captain. Pippo was a most brilliant cavalry officer, a person of
extraordinary fascination, young, beautiful, of medium height,
perfectly formed, with dark eyes, a fair complexion, and a
radiant smile: he was devotedly fond of magnificent dress:
no less accomplished in mind than remarkable in his person,
he spoke besides his native Tuscan, Hungarian, Polish, German,

1414.
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your tongue, and to allow the Awvogadori to do their duty.”
The Doge found support from two other councillors 141
who were present, and continued his attack. The 414

Awvogadori- declared his Serenity suspended, and threatened
him with a fine of 1000 lire and a citation before the Ten.
The Doge refused to give way and completed his speech.
The matter remained in suspense, but the Doge would not
allow it to continue thus. He insisted that the A4zogadors
should either inflict the fine, and proceed with the impeach-
ment, or should formally withdraw. The Avogadort availed
themselves of a quibble, and signed a formal act declaring
that the Doge was within his rights in addressing the
Council, as they had never really intended to indite Donato
Michiel. There the matter ended; but on the accession of
Tommaso Mocenigo care was taken that no Doge should be
able for the future so to override the officers of the Republic.

The reign of Mocenigo was remarkable on three accounts.
It witnessed the first brush between Venice and the Turks;
it saw the satisfactory conclusion of the war with Sigismund
and the acquisition of Friuli; and it covered the opening
moves in the long struggle with Visconti, which was to
occupy so much of the following Dogeship. Conflicts with
the Ottoman power in the Levant, extension on the mainland
of Italy and the consequences entailed thereby, the two
main threads of Venetian history, both are illustrated in
this reign.

On the death of Bajazet I. in 1403 the Ottoman power
was torn and weakened by the quarrels among his sons,
Suleiman, Musa, and Mohammed. Manuel, the Emperor in
Constantinople, could do nothing to profit by this fratricidal
contest ; he merely allied himself first with one and then
with another of the brothers, against the strongest for the
time being. The Venetians, too, in their anxiety for their
Levantine commerce, followed a similar policy. But Sulei-
man died, Musa was killed, and Mohammed concentrated
the whole Ottoman power in his own person. Through her
ambassador, Francesco Foscari, Venice signed a treaty with
the victorious Turk, which she believed would secure all her
extensive colonies from molestation.
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ambassadors she was suddenly made aware that she was no
longer the free, isolated, independent Venice of the
lagoons, a Venice that could afford to be indifferent
to mainland politics, and could pursue her great commercial
career undisturbed by consideration of who was lord in Milan
or Verona, provided they bought her goods. She learned now,
for the first time, that the whole flood of complicated and
turbulent Italian politics had been let in upon her through
the gate of Verona, Vicenza, Padua; that her peace was
gone ; that she was no longer her own mistress. The deed
had been done some time ago, but the realisation of all that
it entailed only arrived now; and hence it is that the Doge
Mocenigo, in his treatment of the Florentine invitation, in the
advice he gave to his fellow-citizens upon this occasion, was
led to believe that he could point out alternative lines of
action, could indicate a possible choice. That was not the
case ; the choice had already been made by Venice unwitting
of its full meaning, but made; the Republic could not go
back now.

‘When the Florentine proposal arrived, as by a sudden
flash of lightning it revealed in Venice two policies, two
parties, diametrically opposed to one another, but hitherto
unconscious of their antagonism. The Doge, representing
the older party, was averse to a Florentine alliance; he thought
it possible to remain on good terms with Visconti, and to
trade with the Milanese, not to fight it. The party of young
Venice, the party of ambition, eager to extend, bitten with
land-hunger, was headed by Francesco Foscari, and warmly
espoused the Florentine alliance. Mocenigo’s influence was
sufficiently strong to secure an unfavourable answer for
Florentine envoys. The excuse was the league with Visconti
against Sigismund which already existed. 'When Florence
offered to mediate between the Republic and the Emperor,
and so to remove this obstacle to an alliance which they
8o dearly desired, they were informed that mediation had
already becn tried, but in vain. The Doge is said to have
made a long oration in the Great Council, during the course
of which, addressing himself personally to Foscari, whom,
with taunting iteration, he calls “our young procurator,”

1420.
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WHEN the Doge Mocenigo solemnly exhorted his countrymen
to be careful in their choice of a Doge, he did not
mean that the personal influence of the new
Doge would affect the policy of Venice, but rather that the
choice of his successor would be an indication of the policy
which the State intended to pursue. In his deathbed speech
Mocenigo had placed the situation clearly before theVenetian

.
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‘Whether bribery and chicanery had been employed before
in the election of a Doge or not, this is the first taz
occasion upon which we find serious stress laid upon 423
these charges. Foscari’s enemies did not hesitate to accuse
him of having employed a surplus, which he found lying to
the credit of the Procurators when he assumed that office,
in smoothing his path to popularity and the throne, by
liberal donations to the families of the poorer nobility. At
the actual ballot his election was secured by a trick. His
own supporters voted against him and for another candi-
date, thereby inducing those who wished to exclude that
candidate to cast their votes for Foscari; then suddenly on
the tenth ballot they all transferred their suffrages to
Foscari, and secured a majority.

The old purity of election had disappeared, whether
at a single stroke or as the outcome of a slow process we
do not know; but election to office now became a question
of arrangement, manipulation, jobbery. Just at the very
moment when the aristocracy, the oligarchical body, had suc-
ceeded, after centuries of endeavour, in extruding the people
from all share in the management of the State, when the
last remnants of popular government are removed by the
abolition of the Concio, or general assembly, and the Doge is
presented to the people as “ your Doge, whether it please you
or not”; just when the Doge himself has been thoroughly
muzzled and curbed,—that aristocratical body, that ruling
caste which has thus achieved its aim, begins to show signs
of corruption ; election to office is made a matter of arrange-
ment between the more powerful nobles, and there arises a
class of pauper nobility open to bribes. It would seem that
the integrity of the oligarchical caste could only be maintained
while it had an opposition to conquer—the people and the
Doge; when its objects are achieved, when the opposition
is overcome, disintegration sets in.

Such are the inner aspects of Foscari’s election. But
externally also everything contributed to mark the opening of
this new era. The ducal pomp, his dress and his retinue,
were still further magnified; fur mantles were ordered for
the Doge, bright liveries for his servants; the new Sala del
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the art of war, and it soon came to be understood that a raw
and untrained native militia was powerless against
their elaborate tactics and their skilful strategy. At
the same time, they formed a class by themselves; their
own objects were never those of the master they served; it
was nothing to them who ruled in Milan, Verona, or
Padua, provided there was some one there with a large
purse and an insatiable ambition. War alone, war for
its own sake, was their sole interest; the camp their only
fatherland ; peace the one thing they dreaded. And so
among themselves, they began to develop a code of mili-
tary usage which would favour their own special interests.
Wars were not to be. finished too rapidly; it was not
the captain’s interest to conclude a campaign as long as
the employers’ pockets were full; accordingly decisive
engagements were avoided; or if a decisive victory were
necessary to restore the market value of a condotticre, the
custom of war compelled him to liberate all his prisoners
on the morrow of his victory ; marching and counter-march-
ing, through well-stocked districts, was their delight, and
early retirement to winter quarters in some wealthy city was
prescribed by etiquette ; midsummer appeared too hot and
midwinter too cold for military operations. In vain the
employers, the belligerents who did not fight, urged their
respective captains to vigorous measures. They were
compelled to stand by and look on at a game which was
ruining their exchequer. They had no means of compelling
their mercenaries to act unless it pleased them ; nothing
remained - but to offer them enormous bribes and to make
vast promises. The struggle, as far as the despots were
concerned, was carried on chiefly in the Cabinet ; it was the
longest purse that won the day, for the moment the salary
ceased, or upon the offer of higher terms, a mercenary captain

1425.

would pass with all his men from one camp to the other ”

without the smallest scruple. And the success of these

adventurers was often very remarkable. Some amassed huge

fortunes like Colleoni; some carved temporary principalities

for themselves out of their employers’ dominions, like Gian - °

Galeazzo’s up of generals; some,’ like Francesco Sforza,
gro 8 3 :
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Oglio. There, on 11th October 1427, he was attacked by
Visconti’s three generals, Piccinino, Sforza, and taz
Malatesta; and there he gained the one great 427
victory which he secured for Venice. Malatesta, and 8000
prisoners, remained in his hands, and, in accordance with
military etiquette, were liberated the following day.

The joy at Venice was unbounded. Now for the first
time it seemed possible that Milan itself might fall to the
Republic; no one doubted that if Carmagnola had crossed
the Adda he would have had a very fair chance of capturing
the capital of the Visconti But Carmagnola was in no
hurry to finish the war; and such a victory as that of Macalo
gave him an opportunity of winning gratitude from the
Duke—a possible employer in the future—by using it
gently. Some trifling operations in the Bresciano were the
sole outcome of this splendid victory.

Meantime the Pope, by the instrumentality of Cardinal
S. Croce, was endeavouring to arrange a peace. Venice
claimed not only Brescia, but also Bergamo and its district.
Visconti refused to surrender these, and began again to make
offers of negotiation through Carmagnola. The spring of
1428 arrived before any terms had been arranged, and the
Venetians urged Carmagnola to take the field. He replied
that he wished to retire to Abano. The Senate, losing
patience, declared that they knew him to be perfectly well;
and while this quarrel was still in progress, Visconti gave
way, surrendered Bergamo, and the peace of Ferrara was
published in May 1428.

The first campaign against Visconti had added Brescia
to the Venetian territory; the second gave her Bergamo as
well. Her land possessions now extended from the Julian
Alps in the east to the river Adda in the west. This is the
point of greatest permanent extension which Venice achieved
on the mainland of Italy. She acquired and held for a brief
period other territories farther west; but her permanent
frontier remained the river Adda.

In these successive campaigns which occupy the reign of
Foscari, and exhaust Venetian treasure, it is not Venice who
renews the war. Her desire was to remain quiet, and to
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imprisonment, and, in contumacy, was outlawed. Carmagnola
failed to support Cavalcabod in his night surprise of
Cremona, and the design miscarried. The situation 143t
was becoming intolerable to the Venetians. In October the
Senate proposed to take their general’s conduct into con-
sideration, ef non stare in his perpetuss laboribus et expensis.
But the question was laid aside for a while, and fresh efforts
were made to incite Carmagnola to active operations. In
the meantime a proposal to poison the Duke of Milan was
accepted by the Council of Ten. The assassin who made
the offer, was a certain Micheletto Muazzo; but the Ten,
having some doubts as to the efticacy of the poison he pro-
posed to employ, ordered him to experiment in their presence
upon two pigs. Having received ocular demonstration that
the drugs were efticient, they promised Muazzo 25,000 ducats
if he succeeded in killing the Duke; the plot, however, like
most of the plots so freely propounded by the members of
the corrupt and ruined classes, failed.

Carmagnola still maintained his attitude of inactivity ;
it was in vain that the Government despatched a special
commissioner to his camp to renew the offers of splendid
rewards if he would move. Matters were becoming very
serious for Venice; no new territory accrued to her; com-
merce was interrupted by military operations, and yet the
strain on her exchequer, for the support of Carmagnola and
his useless army, never ceased for a moment. The Republic
found herself forced to apply to her mainland provinces,
begging them to anticipate their tribute by four months, and
renouncing to them the octroi dues, till the extinction of the
debt. The transaction was conducted on a fair and business-
like footing; the provinces were not forced to make the loan,
and they were fully secured. But the episode is ominous ; it
is the first sign that this land war might prove a strain upon
the finances of the Republic, which they were unable to bear.
Mocenigo’s prophecy was receiving a rapid and complete
fulfilment ; Venice found herself the slave of her captain-
general, and was losing both her money and her honour.

At length the Government resolved to submit no longer.
On 28th March 1432, the Council of Ten undertook the
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dressed in a crimson velvet vest and mantle, and a cap alla
Carmagnola, was led into the Piazzetta, and there,
between the two columns, his head fell from his '43*
body at the third blow.

There can be little doubt of Carmagnola’s guilt towards
Venice. His conduct had been that of a true condottiere—
absolutely regardless of his employers’ interests ; thinking
solely how he might prolong the war, draw his salary, and
prepare a good reception from Visconti, if he ever wished to
return to the Milanese service. Venice had behaved with
great long-sufferance, partly from necessity, partly from sur-
prise and ignorance of what the employment of a condottiere
implied ; when she did learn, at last, the significance of her
position, she struck rapidly and boldly. Her conduct startled
the rest of Italy; such vigour seemed hardly within the rules
of the game; but it served as a lesson to the generals she
subsequently employed, no one of whom ventured to give
her so much trouble as Carmagnola had inflicted on th
State. ’

We have dwelt at length on the episode of Carmagnola,
because it illustrates the Venetian spirit when brought, for
the first time, into contact with the system of mercenary
captains ; and also because, under Carmagnola’s leadership,
Venice, in spite of all her disappointments, touched the
highest point of her land development. Bergamo and Brescia
were solid acquisitions after eight years of almost incessant
war.

This extension of land dominion, and the power it was
presumed to bring with it, could not fail to produce its
natural consequence in stirring against the Republic the first
symptoms of that European jealousy, which broke out in its
full violence at the League. of Cambray. At the Council
of Basel, which had been sitting since 1431, the Patriarch
of Aquileia formally accused Venice of being in illegal
possession of his patrimony, the province of Friuli. He
claimed the use of spiritual weapons against the robber of
church property ; and the Council, complying with his request,
prepared a monitory, with excommunication as its sanction.
The Republic sent an embassy to defend its rights, with
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territory d¢ qua, that is east of the Adda. The fine upon
which these fiefs were held, was a web of gold cloth

valued at 1000 ducats, to be presented to the 1437
Emperor each year at Christmas.

The arrest and execution of Carmagnola did not conclude
the Milanese war. It was maintained under the leader-
ship of one of the Proveditori, Giorgio Corner, who displayed
the activity which might be looked for in a native not a
mercenary captain; but he proved to be no match for the
trained generals of Visconti. He pushed forward as far as the
Valtelline ; there he was shut in by Piccinino, and forced
to surrender. He was sent as a prisoner to Milan, where
he suffered horrible tortures in order to extract from him
the names of the Venetians who had accused Carmagnola.
When the news reached Venice the Republic found itself
once more obliged to have recourse to a mercenary captain-
general, and she elected Gian Francesco Gonzaga to fill her
treacherous leader’s place.

It is not necessary for us to follow in detail the long
and complicated series of campaigns which devastated North
Italy from 1432 to 1447. There was a continual struggle
between the two great northern powers for the possession
of Lombardy, Venice endeavouring to hold what she had
acquired and to extend beyond the Adda, Visconti using
every effort, every ruse, every political combination, in order
to recover the lost provinces of Brescia and Bergamo. In
the long contest both powers exhausted their resources,
while their captains—DPiccinino and Della Pergola for the
Duke, Gonzaga and Gattamelata for the Republic, and
Sforza, now for one and now for the other—marched and
counter - marched, and played their elaborate and -costly
game of war. There are picturesque and moving details in
abundance; Piccinino besieged Brescia, and the city, in her
affection for the rule of Venice, held out against unheard-of
sufferings. Gattamelata, attempting its relief, found himself
shut in between the Lago di Garda and the Alps; it seemed
that he would be forced to lay down his arms, but by a
daring march, which won for him the esteem of all military
critics, he passed through the mountains, rounded the north
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3im changing about from one service to the other. Matters
were in this dubious condition when Filippo Maria
died suddenly, after six days’ illness, at the Castle
of Porta Zobbia in 1447.

Instantly the whole aspect of affairs was changed.
The great question now arose who should possess Milan.
Filippo had left no male heirs; his one daughter, Bianca,
was married to Sforza, and gave him some colour of a
right to succeed. But the house of Orleans also put
in its claim upon the Milanese which it held through
Valentine Visconti, the mother of Charles of Orleans.
The appearance of this French claim is a most important
event in the history of North Italy, and opens up an epoch
of Italian politics which, for many years to come, will be
found to centre round the rival pretensions of France
and Spain to the Duchy of Milan. But there were other
factors in the problem besides Sforza and Charles of Orleans;
the Milanese people desired to erect a Republic; and finally
Venice herself would have been glad to become mistress of
o city whose lords had cost her so much trouble as
neighbours.

On the death of Filippo the Milanese declared a Republic;
the Visconti possessions fell to pieces; neighbouring cities
like Lodi and Piacenza, jealous of Milan, gave themselves
up to Venice. The Republic of the lagoons offered to
support the new Republic of the plains, on condition that she
was allowed to retain Lodi and Piacenza. The Milanese
demurred. Meantime Sforza in his own interests had seized
Pavia and Piacenza. He was at open war with the Republic
of Venice. He soon became master of most of their Lombard
possessions ; he refused to treat with Venice on the basis of
ceding Cremona. After a long period of vacillation, during
which Venice was uncertain whether she would join Sforza
or support the Republic, the situation was cleared by Sforza's
successful attack on Milan. The city opened its
gates to him on 25th March 1450, and he was
proclaimed Duke of Milan on the following day.

To Venice Sforza was no more acceptable a neighbour than
Visconti had been. His ambition was as great; he claimed

1447.
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to kill him; he rushed into the mélée with his sword
drawn, fell, rose again, fell once more, and so died.” _
His body was buried under a mound of his followers. 1453
The Venetians, such of them as had not fallen in the battle,
saved themselves on board their galleys, which immediately
set sail and reached a place of safety.

Thus, while Venice on the mainland was brought face
to face with a new combination of circumstances by the
death of Visconti, the rise of Sforza, and the appearance
of the French claim to Milan, she was confronted by new
conditions in the East, through the fall of Constantinople,
and the advent of the Turkish power. She assisted in
feebly defending the Imperial city which in 1204 she had
vigorously attacked; and the fall of Constantinople in
1453, with all the consequences which it entailed, was in
no small measure due to Venetian action in the fourth
Crusade. The disastrous results of her Italian policy, of
her complications on the mainland, and her destruction of
Genoa, left her unable to render any efficient aid to the
Eastern Empire, in whose preservation she was vitally
concerned.

Nor was it merely in the external aspect of her rela-
tions to Italy and to Constantinople that altered conditions
were manifesting themselves for Venice. Internally, in her
private and domestic life, the new order, the changed circum-
stances, were making themselves felt. We have seen how
the election of the Doge presented some ominous features
indicative of incipient corruption; and that tendency con-
tinued to declare itself throughout his reign till it ended
in the tragic fate of the Doge’s son and the humiliation of
Foscari himself. In 1433 a plot had been discovered in
which thirty-seven nobles conspired together with a view
to securing government appointments for themselves and
those who bought their support. Their object was to make
a corner in State offices by a careful manipulation of the
Maggior Consiglio. The Ten, before whom the matter was
brought as a question of public safety, dealt stringently
with the offenders. Many were banished, and all were
excluded fromn office, either in perpetuity or for a term of
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that Venetians lived in terror lest their State should suffer
the doom of all its Italian neighbours, and pass
under the domination of a single ruler. 1457-

If we look at the sum total of Foscari’s reign, the
outcome of all these years of activity for Venice, we find
that the Republic had increased her landed territory by the
addition of two great provinces—Bergamo and Brescia.
She acquired a preponderating position in Italian politics,
and obtained recognition as a European power of much
importance. But the price had been enormous. The first
ten years of the war alone cost her 7,000,000 ducats;
her debt, instead of decreasing, rose from 6,000,000 to
13,000,000. Venetian funds fell to 184 ; the Republic
was forced to anticipate her revenues from her subject
provinces. The death of Visconti brought her up against
French claims in the Milanese; the loss of Constantinople
left her to deal with the powerful and victorious Turk in the
East. Externally there was much pomp and splendour.
The Imperial investiture of the mainland provinces flattered
the national vanity; the Emperor John Paleologus was
received with lavish splendour; the marriage of Jacopo
Foscari, in 1441, was one of the most magnificent ceremonies
which the State had ever celebrated—the Companions of
the Hose caracoled about the Piazza, dressed in velvet
brocaded with silver fringes, crimson velvet doublets, open
sleeves, and squirrels’ fur caps, each of the eighteen followed
by six servants, all on horseback, dressed in gorgeous liveries.
Venice never looked more splendid than she did just now,
and all this pomp seemed but the fitting counterpart to her
extraordinary development on the mainland.

But underneath this bravery there lurked the official
corruption of the nobles, the suspicion of the Ten, the first
signs of bank failures, the increase in the national debt, the
fall in the value of the funds. Land wars and landed
possessions drew the Venetians from the sea to terra ferma.
The pure Venetian strain in the navy declined ; its place
was taken by subjects like the Dalmatians and the Morlacchs.
Venice was forsaking her native element. The beginning of
the end had arrived.
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THE reign of Francesco Foscari appeared, no doubt, to
Venice, to Italy, and to Europe, a period of great glory

for the Republic. Brescia, Bergamo, Ravenna were 1457-
permanent acquisitions. It seemed possible that Venice
might change her character, and, ceasing to be a purely city
State whose whole life had been commercial, might become a
territorial State with a career of conquest before her. Such
an experiment would have been quite new to North Italy, a
country which had never possessed other than city States, a
country in which the idea of a territorial State seems hardly
to have presented itself to the minds even of its acutest
statesmen—to Machiavelli, to Guicciardini, to Giannotti
Whether Venice could have achieved a conversion of this
nature, whether she even possessed the idea of such a
development, is very doubtful. But had the peace of Lodi,
which put an end to the long Lombard war, proved an
enduring peace, had Venice been allowed a breathing space
in which to adjust herself to her new acquisitions, she might
possibly have succeeded in making the conversion from a
city to a territorial State. She was proceeding upon the
right lines of good and sound government ; she soon attached
her dependencies on the mainland, and, had peace been granted
her, she might have developed a form of government which
would have made those dependencies integral parts of one
dominion, not merely a number of districts attached to a
capital by bonds which were more or less feeble.

But events moved too rapidly. Italy at the close of the
fifteenth century seemed to be seized with a vertigo ; Italian
politics became more and more shamelessly egotistic ; the con-
fusion produced by the period of the despots and the career of
the condottieri, left no well-defined boundaries between State
and State; each prince sought feverishly to aggrandise himself,
or endeavoured, by complicated political combinations, to pre-
vent his neighbour from extending his borders. Venice found
no time to consolidate her new land empire, the possession of
which brought her into collision with so many conflicting
claims. The Duke of Milan demanded Bergamo and Brescia ;
the occupation of Ravenna exposed her to hostility from
Rome. Moreover the Venetians themselves were seized by
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a wall 6 miles long, 12 feet high, with a double ditch and
136 towers; in the middle was an altar, and over
it floated the banner of S. Mark. But the Vene-
tians failed to hold this bulwark, and the Turks regained
possession of the Morea. Under these circumstances
Bessarion succeeded in persuading Venice to join a league of
the Pope, the Duke of Burgundy, and the King of Hungary.
Pius II strained every nerve to render the Crusade effectual.
He resolved to sail in person, and compelled his cardinals to
follow him to Ancona, where he intended to take ship on
board the Venetian fleet; but when he arrived at that port
he found neither soldiers nor money, nor any signs of that
splendid army of the Cross which he had fondly pictured in
the fever of his enthusiasm. The Pope, broken-hearted,
retired to his bed, from which he never rose. Meanwhile
Venice had fulfilled her part of the contract, and the Doge,
under pressure from his Council, set sail in August. He
arrived in Ancona only to find the Pope dying, and
the whole expedition a lamentable failure; he
returned home to Venice that same month.

The Republic was now left alone to carry on single-handed
a war which she had undertaken in the expectation of
European support. Her treaties with the Sultan were of no
avail, for he was resolved to ignore them on any occasion
which suited his purposes. Venice no longer enjoyed any
weight at Constantinople, and she was soon to feel acutely
the change which her position had undergone by the fall of
the Greek Empire,

Letters reached Venice from Antonio Michiel, a Venetian
merchant, resident in Constantinople, warning the Govern-
ment that the Sultan was making large naval preparations
for the coming March, and was arming his Christian subjects.
“This fleet of two hundred sail,” continues the despatch, «is
intended for Negropont. But the Government need not be
alarmed if it can man forty light galleys, twenty great ships,
from five to six hundred tons each, with crews of one
hundred men apiece, and ten big galleys. Matters here
call for serious attention ; they are not to be treated lightly
to the deceiving of ourselves. The Turks estimate that the

1462.
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that of confinement in Portogruaro, a city on the mainland
not far from Venice.

The war had already cost the Republic 1,200,000 47
ducats, and the loss of Negropont filled the Venetians with
a desire for peace. All the government officials whose
salaries were in excess of twenty-five ducats, had
been deprived either of two-thirds or of a half of
their pay for two years. The Doge himself was subjected
to this forced contribution for the replenishment of the
State coffers. No war could be carried on for long by a
State reduced to such expedients as these, and Venice soon
began to open negotiations for an accord through the Sultan’s
stepmother. But no result was reached, for the Venetians
desired to recover Negropont, on payment of a large sum of
money, while the Sultan absolutely refused to give the
island back to the Republic. War was renewed in a
desultory manner. Venice, failing to obtain any support
from Europe, did all she could, which was very little, to
encourage the Persians in their attack on the Turks
in Asia. But the defeat of Usunhasan at Tergian, 473
in 1473, completely destroyed all hopes in that quarter,
and the next year witnessed the Turkish attack on
Scutari, in Albania, and its memorable defence by 1474
Antonio Loredan. The city, which is placed on a hill above
the lake of the same name, was closely invested and reduced
to the greatest straits for want of water. Loredan quelled a
popular rising, and inspired new courage, by baring his breast
and crying, “ If you are hungry, here is my flesh; if you
are thirsty, I give you my blood.” So obstinate was the
resistance that Suleiman Pasha was forced to raise the siege
and to retire.

When Pietro Mocenigo, the admiral who had super-
seded Canal, came to the throne, his wide experience in
the affairs of the Levant gave Venice hopes of making
some headway against her enemies. His first care was
to attempt a replenishment of the treasury; four years’
command in the Levant had taught him that without
a full exchequer nothing could be done against the Turk.
The Republic was able to raise 50,000 ducats in subsidies

1471.
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repelled Suleiman Pasha. The assault was converted into
a blockade. 6

Both parties were weary of the conflict, and 1470
Venice was thoroughly exhausted. It was only a question
of days how long Scutari could now hold out; the 8
Republic could offer no help. In these circum- 475
stances peace negotiations were resumed, and carried through.
The Republic gave up Scutari, Stalimene, Brazzo, and all
places which the Turks had occupied in the Morea.

The Venetians secured the right to keep their Bailo 1479-
at Constantinople, and preserved their trading privileges, for
which they were to pay 10,000 ducats & year.

Thus, after sixteen years of continuous warfare, Venice
secured a ruinous peace. which deprived her of a large
portion of her Levantine Empire, and rendered her tributary
to the new lords of Constantinople. She had undertaken the
war at the request of Europe and encouraged by promises
of support; she had been deserted at the very outset;
she struggled on with great bravery, spending men and
money till she could endure no further drain; she
made the best terms she could, and instantly all Europe
attacked her for her perfidy to the Christian faith. The
princes of Italy professed to believe that Venice had
retired from the war in order to devote her attention to the
increase of her mainland kingdom ; a policy that filled them
with the liveliest apprehensions for their own safety, which
depended on the maintenance of the balance of power in
the peninsula. And, unfortunately, Venice was about to
take a step which gave colour to the accusation. Had
she been supported she would never have closed the
Turkish war with such a balance against her; she was
simply too weak to go on. The Doge was in the right
when he declared that both public and private purses
were exhausted, and in Venice, which relied so largely on
patriotic contributions, and whose policy forbade her to tax
her subjects heavily, the latter deficiency was the more
serious of the two.

But however jealous of Venice the Italian princes might
be, they had no desire to see her destroyed. The successes
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consul (visdomino) arrested a priest for debt. The papal Vicar
excommunicated the consul, who retired to Venice
when he saw that the Marquis supported the Vicar.
The Bishop of Ferrara condemned the act of the Vicar and,
with the approval of the Pope, apologised to Venice. But
the Marquis refused to reinstate the Venetian consul.
Venice declared war, which was innmensely popular
as the State was thirsting to be reassured of its own powers
again after the long years of miserable discomfiture at the
hands of the Turks. Taking advantage of this burst of
patriotic enthusiasm, the Government was able to raise the
necessary money : two-fifths of all incomes were called for,
half as a loan bearing interest, half as a free gift;
the Colleoni Bequest supplied 240,000 ducats; and new
government bonds bearing five per cent were issued to the
amount of 500,000 ducats. The reply to the government
call shows that the private resources of Venice were still
considerable, and could be counted on for a popular war.
Of the funds thus raised 400,000 ducats were spent in the
month of April, on the preparation of a flotilla and an
army.

At the opening of the campaign the Pope supported
the Republic, and Venetian arms under San Severino were
victorious. But in 1483 Sixtus IV. requested Venice to
abandon its war with Ferrara. He was moved to this step
by the jealousy of the Duke of Milan, who was little pleased
at the successes of his neighbour Venice. The Republic, in
spite of the Papal request, resolved to continue her opera-
tions. Funds, however, were exhausted, and the Government
consented to the sale of certain public offices to Venetian
nobles for sums as large as 80,000 ducats—an ominous
episode. The Pope, in view of the Venetian attitude, placed
the Republic under an interdict. Diedo, the ambassador at
Rome, refused to forward the bull ; and it was affixed to the
door of S. Peter's. The Patriarch of Venice received orders to
communicate the bull to the Government. He feigned illness,
and privately informed the Council of Ten; the Council at
once imposed silence upon him, and commanded that all sacred
offices should be administered as usual. At the same time
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dispensing justice, founding a pawnshop for the assistance
of the poor; distributing corn, gratis, in years of 88
distress ; listening to the courtly conversation of 1498
Cardinal Bembo ; amusing herself in the gardens of her
summer-house on the plain. The troubles of the League of
Cambray drove her into Venice, and there she died in
1510. Her body was carried across the Grand Canal on
a bridge of boats from her palace at S. Cassiano to the
church of SS. Apostoli, where she was buried in the habit
of S. Francis. Her coffin was removed in 1660, and she
lies now in S. Salvadore, in a tomb which was raised in the
right transept of the church.

But in the long via dolorosa of Venetian decline, in the
deepening tragedy of the Republic, an event had taken place
quite beyond the region of Venetian control—an event
which, not immediately, but steadily and surely, completed
the ruin of Venetian grandeur. In 1486 Diaz 86
rounded the Cape of Good Hope. A new com-  +
mercial route was opened to the world. Instead of passing
up the Red Sea and across the Isthmus of Suez, or up the
Persian Gulf and through Asia Minor, breaking bulk at
Ormuz or at Suez, and being shipped again for European
destinations at Alexandria or Aleppo, all the wealth of the
Indies could now be carried in unbroken cargoes, round
the Cape of Good Hope, to be discharged in the harbours of
Portugal, of Holland, of the Hanseatic towns, of England.
The Mediterranean instantly ceased to be the sole highway of
communication between the East and West; the great com-
mercial thoroughfare was now thrown outside the Straits of
Gibraltar, and Venice, in whose hands Mediterranean traffic
had become almost a monopoly, suffered a blow such as all
her struggles with Genoa, and all the victories of the Turks,
had hitherto failed to inflict. Nor was the shrewdness of
her abler merchants slow to appreciate the importance of
this event. Priuli notes in his Diaries that “on receipt of
the news (of Vasco di Gama’s voyage in 1498) the whole
city was distressed and astounded, and the wisest heads
take it to be the worst piece of information that we could
ever have had. For it is well known that Venice reached
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escapes a similar fate partly owing to the mutual jealousy of
her opponents, partly thanks to the strength of her 1486
geographical position, partly through her own adroit- 450
ness, partly by the affection she inspired in her subject lands.
Venice received the first warnings of the unpopularity
which her apparent successes in the Lombard plain had
created in the minds of Italy, and of Europe, from Galeazzo
Sforza, the son of Francesco, who had succeeded to the
dukedom of Milan in 1466. Sforza believed that Colleoni,
that troublesome member of the condottieri group, was
meditating an attack on Milan, supported by Venice. He
sent for Gonnella, the Venetian representative at his court,
and spoke to him very frankly. “Certes, you Venetians
are wrong to disturb the peace of Italy, and not to rest
content with the fine State which is now yours. If you
only knew how every one hates you, your hair would stand
on end and you would lét other people alone. Do you
believe that these Italian princes are really friends? Oh
no; it is only their dread of you that binds them together.
Every one of them will do his best to clip your wings. Do
you think you have done wisely to arm all Italy like this?
You would be amazed if you knew the offers that are made
to me to induce me to declare war on you. No, no; let
every one live in peace. When my father died it seemed
to me that he had left me a fine estate, and so I went
a-hunting and amused myself, and thought of nothing else ;
but now, with this Bartolomeo of yours, you have forced
me to arms, and into an alliance with my mortal enemy,
King Ferdinand of Naples. You imagine that you are
acting wisely ; you will see. You are acquiring a very bad
name. Every one says you want to eat up all Italy. You
have spent much, and your treasury is empty. I know the
way you raise your loans, with what difficulty. I know
that you have borrowed money from your banks and your
private citizens, and have not repaid it yet. A single despot
has a great advantage over a commonwealth, for he can keep
his eye on everything, and has only to consult himself, while
you have to trust to others. A monarch is worth more,
and does more, with 50,000 ducats than a commonwealth
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she would undertake to, provision his army. The Republic
again replied that all her ships were occupied in 1486
keeping a watch on the Turks. 450

At last, on 9th September 1494, Charles and his army
entered Asti. Philip de Commines, sent as ambas-
sador to make still further offers to Venice, met
with the same courteous reception and the same vague
replies.

Charles marched south on his way to Naples. His
success was phenomenal. He encountered no opposition
worth mentioning, and in February 1495 he was master of
the whole of the Neapolitan kingdon.

The Italians saw now what they had done, and
endeavoured to undo it. Lodovico had thought he could
use Charles as a pawn to be moved about the chess-board
of Italy. After the march on Naples he began to tremble
for the safety of his own duchy, for French claims to Milan
no less than to Naples were ever present. The Emperor
and the King of Spain were jealous of Charles’s success.
Lodovico therefore was soon able to construct a league against
Charles. The members were the Emperor, Spain, Milan;
only Venice hung back, delayed, hesitated, so that Lodovico
one day burst out, “ Each one of those magnificent senators
is doubtless wiser than I, but taken all together there is no
comparison.” At last the Republic sent in her adhesion.
Commines, who was still in Venice, asked what the intentions
of the Republic might be in case his master retired from
Naples, and Venice declared that no one thought of closing
the road against the King; every one would be only too
glad to assist him on his way home.

Meantime the members of the confederation were pre-
paring to contest Charles’s return. But, of the league, the
two greatest names were of least use. The Emperor Maxi-
milian had no money—indeed he wished to borrow from
Venice, a member of the league, the money he promised to
contribute to the league; while the King of Spain was
far away, and his contributions could hardly arrive in time.
The burden of the campaign fell on Venice and Sforza.
Charles, leaving half his army in Naples, set out for France.

1494.
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George d’Amboise, Archbishop of Rouen, whose ambition
was the tiara, and whose interests lay accordingly 3
in Italy. Moreover, Cesare Borgia, the Pope’s son, 1495-
was at the French Court, and promised to secure d’Amboise’s
elevation to the papal throne if he would persuade his master to
assist the Borgias in recovering the territories claimed by the
Church. Lodovico Sforza augured ill for his own safety from
the new King of France. He endeavoured to fortify himself
by a closer alliance with Venice. But he had been forestalled.
This time Venice did not hesitate to embrace the French
cause, having learned, as she believed, by the experience of
Charles’s expedition that it was the winning side. The
price of her desertion of Sforza, her treason to Italy, her
alliance with the invader, was to be all the Milanese terri-
tory round Cremona, between the Adda, the Oglio, and the
Po. Her desire to cross the Adda to secure some portion
of the Milanese seemed on the point of being realised.
But now Lodovico Sforza, stabbed as he was by Venetian
treachery, made his counter-thrust. He roused the Turks to
attack Venice once more. He brought about the second
Turkish war, brief but disastrous to the Republic, and
thereby he concentrated for one moment against Venice
those two destructive agencies which she herself had been
largely responsible for creating—the Turks by her policy in
1204, when she sacked Constantinople; the ultramontane
sovereigns by her policy of mainland extension, and her
submission to the tortuous methods of Italian diplomacy.
Italian mainland politics combined with the current
of affairs in the Levant to the destruction of
Venice.

The report of a Venetian ambassador despatched to
Constantinople, left no doubt that war was inevitable.
Antonio Grimani was elected Captain-General, and besides
giving his services he offered a loan of 16,000 ducats to
the State; other private contributions flowed into the
exchequer, and a fleet was manned. But when Grimani
asked for instructions as to his conduct in case he met the
enemy, with whom war was not yet declared, the Govern-
ment made no answer—an ominous sign of weakness which

1499.
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Venetian Levantine empire at the hands of the Turk, the
other by the destruction of her Italian land empire
at the hands of a jealous Italy and a greedy
Europe. She learned her lesson from the League of Cam-
bray and the long Turkish wars, and after the Council of
Trent she abandoned her rdle as a great power, and con-
tented herself with merely existing.

Yet there can be little doubt that until the lesson of
Cambray opened their eyes the majority of Venetians were
unaware of the true state of the case. They were living in
a fool's paradise. In 1479, at the close of sixteen years of
ruinous war with the Turks, a fire destroyed the ducal
palace; and there was not wanting a strong party which
proposed to build a new and more magnificent palace, which
should occupy all the space of the present building and the
whole block on the other side of the narrow canal, as far as
the Calle delle Razze. The cost of this scheme may be
measured by the fact that the restorations which were
adopted as a compromise, entailed an outlay of 80,000
ducats before they were half-way through. Venice seems
to have believed in her own inexhaustible wealth; and in a
certain sense she was justified, but, as we shall have occasion
to note later on, it was a wealth of individuals, not of the
State exchequer, which was constantly empty. The Republic
appeared to herself and to foreigners much more powerful
than she really was. Distant monarchs like Ivan of Russia
sent to court her as a great factor in the European
comity ; but Fornovo disproved that claim; and when
she comes into collision with such powers as France,
and even the Emperor, her inherent weakness is at once
revealed.

There is a mixture of blindness and of courage in her
attitude. Her men of action are splendid in their beliet
that the Republic is inexhaustible; but they are puzzled,
confused, disheartened by an inaction at headquarters which
they cannot understand to be an inaction of vital paralysis.
Only now and then an acute and dispassionate observer like
Priuli notes in his Diary for 1500, “ There can be no doubt
that if we lose our marine we lose our name and our

1508.
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glory; and in a very few years they will have disappeared
entirely ”; or an able soldier, like Malipiero, sees
that the only issue of such wars as those of Ferrara
and Cremona must be that “ we shall have to beg for peace
and to restore all we have acquired.”

1508.
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they succeeded in surreptitiously affixing to the door of
S. Peter’s in Rome.

The Pope had opened the attack. It was followed 1508.
up by the King of France. The Venetian commanders
were Orsini, Count of Pitigliano, and Alviano. Pitigliano,
cautious and experienced, wished to remain on the east side
of the Adda; Alviano, young and impetuous, desired to
cross the Adda, and to seize Lodi before the French could
develop their plan of campaign.

Time was lost in discussion and in referring the ques-
tion to Venice, where the Senate debated the matter, and
finally ordered the Proveditori in Campo to decide. The
decision was made, however, by the enemy, the French, who
crossed the Adda in opposition to the adviceof their general
Trivulzio. Had the Venetians remained on the defensive, as
Pitigliano recommended, they would probably have forced the
French to recross the Adda in face of their strong artillery;
but Alviano ordered an advance. He was not supported
by Pitigliano, and, after fighting with great bravery, he was
wounded in the face, and only saved by the devotion of one
of his men, who had never left his side the whole day. The
rout of the Venetians was complete; round the Venetian
guns lay a pile of corpses, estimated at four thousand.
Alviano declared that he would have won the battle had
he been in sole command; but as it was, his impetuosity
ended in his own captivity, and the annihilation of his
army corps, leaving that commanded by Pitigliano too weak
to render any valid resistance to the victorious French.

The battle of Agnadello was fought on 14th May.
The news reached Venice the following day. The terrible
consequences of the disaster were appreciated at once.
There was no army between the French and the lagoons;
and if the Imperial troops appeared on the scene, the whole
programme of the League of Cambray could be immediately
carried out, and the Republic, despoiled of her land dominions,
would be reduced to the bare possession of her native waters.

The loss of the mainland provinces meant much more to
Venice now than it would have done a hundred years earlier;
for she was no longer a purely commercial State: the fall of
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caused a turn in the tide of Venetian disasters. Padua was
recovered on 17th July; and when the Emperor

did at last appear before its walls, the city was so 15
well defended that he was compelled to retire.

But the conduct of another member of the League of
Cambray was about to save the Republic from the worst con-
sequences of the defeat of Agnadello. The Pope, now that
he had recovered Ravenna, Faenza, Rimini, and the States
which he claimed for the Church, remembered that he too
was an Italian prince. He had no longer any need for the
presence of the French or the Imperial troops, and he was
by no means anxious to see Venice entirely blotted out
from the map of Italy, leaving in its stead two such powerful
neighbours as Louis and the Emperor. The Pope showed
every disposition to desert the League and to come to terms
with Venice. The Republic was unable to raise serious
difficulties as to the terms, and in February 1510,

a compact was concluded. Venice abandoned her 1510
appeal to a future Council, acknowledged the justice of her
excommunication, renounced her claim to tax the clergy
and her ancient privilege of nomination to benefices ; she
consented that clerics should be tried by ecclesiastical and
not by civil courts; in short, the Republic openly with-
drew from all the main points of her very independent
position towards the Curia, and the extent of this renuncia-
tion may be taken as a measure of her distress. But she
had not fought the Roman Curia for so long without learn-
ing the use and the value of some of its weapons; and on
the day on which the Republic authorised its representatives
to make these concessions, it drew up in the Council of Ten
a protest declaring the concessions void as being wrung from
it by force. Such a reservation was consonant with the
disingenuous policy of. the times. Francis I. held himself
absolved from his oath to Charles V. by a similar quibble,
and Cardinal Cesarini by a like sophistry induced the
Hungarians to break their word to the Turks. The
Republic, when her position became a little stronger, did not
hesitate to display in public the proof of a duplicity which
made all political faith impossible.
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of Bologna, Brescia and Bergamo seized the opportunity
to throw off the French yoke and to return to their
Venetian allegiance. But Venice was unable to give
them sufficient support. “The Thunderbolt” left Bologna, and
sped across the plain to Brescia; on his way he annihilated
a Venetian division under Baglione, in an engagement fought
at four o’clock in the morning by starlight. He laid siege to
Brescia, and mounted to the assault with bare feet, to give
him hold upon the slippery ground. The city fell, and was
subjected to the most horrible treatment, which only served
to impress upon its inhabitants the great difference between
Venetian and any other rule. Bergamo submitted in order
to avoid a similar fate. DBut the sleeping partners in the
Holy League now began to declare their alliance. In face
of the threatening attitude of England and the Emperor,
Louis ordered Gaston de Foix to deliver a decisive battle
which would place the Pope at the King’s mercy. De Foix
marched upon Ravenna, Cardona falling back before him;
but under the walls of the city Gaston allowed himself to be
caught between the army of the League and the fortifica-
tions. He was forced to attack Cardona’s position. The
French were victorious, but at a fearful loss; and the French
commander himself died on the field. This blow was fatal to
the cause of France in North Italy. The battle of Ravenna
was fought on 11th April; by the month of June, Louis
held hardly any portion of the territory which he had
acquired at the opening of the war in 1509.

- The success of the Holy League, however, soon brought
about the inevitable result of jealousy among its com-
ponents. The Pope claimed Parma and Piacenza; the
Emperor showed no signs of restoring Verona and Vicenza
to Venice. The Republic, the weakest member of the
League, was in danger of acquiring no recompense for
her expenditure. France no longer represented a danger;
the Emperor and the Pope did. Venice alone was abso-
lutely powerless. The inevitable result followed : the
Republic drew towards the power which was weakest
and absent, therefore for the moment least likely to
despoil her. She listened to the overtures of France,

1512.
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succeeded by Francis I, who at once showed his intentions
as regards Italy, when he assumed the title of Duke -
of Milan. By the middle of July his army was '>'>
ready, and the French accomplished the passage of the Alps
over an unexplored route, and with a rapidity which took
their enemies completely by surprise. The Venetians, who
maintained their French alliance in face of the Emperor’s
attitude about the Veronese and the presence of Cardona in
that province, were commanded by Alviano, and paralysed the
Spanish army by holding Cardona in check under Verona.
Francis, therefore, found himself opposed only by the Swiss,
who, in great numbers, were in possession of Milan. They
attacked the French at Marignano on the 13th and 14th
of September. The issue was still doubtful when the arrival
of a Venetian detachment, which had been pushed forward
by Alviano to support the King, decided the victory in
favour of Francis. Milan at once fell to the French,
and by 4th October they were masters of the citadel. The
victory of Marignano left Francis arbiter in Italy. The
Pope, Leo X, came to terms with him at Bologna. Cardona
was included in the treaty, and withdrew to Naples.
Charles V., who succeeded to the throne of Spain in 1516,
was not ready yet to measure arms with Francis;
and in August 1516 he entered into a treaty with
the French King at Noyon. This was followed in December
by the peace of Brussels, in which the Venetians were
included.

The Emperor was now the only original member of the
League of Cambray who was still at war with the Republic.
He had always been the feeblest member of the League,
and now, when left alone, without money and without men,
Venice, even after all her misfortunes, was certain to prove
more than a match for him in Italy. The Republic offered
the Emperor a sum of money, and in return he abandoned all
the places to which he laid claim under the partition clauses
of Cambray.

The peace of Brussels brought to a close the long and
complicated series of events which sprang out of the League
of Cambray. Venice, to all appearances, returned to her

1516.
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the capital, combined with the mutual jealousy of the powers
which were endeavouring to occupy the mainland 1530
territory, produced this result that, neither power ~“7
being able to seize and hold the capital, they neutralised
one another, and Venice herself was always there, ready
to step back and take repossession of her former dominions;
and this solution offered a compromise which both the
rival powers were able to accept without diminishing
their dignity, or strengthening their enemy’s position. And
so Venice remained a political factor in Italy. An alliance
with her always counted for something in the political
scale, therefore she was courted by Spain and by France
Her diplomacy, upon which she prided herself, was kept
alive, and her vanity flattered. But she was incapable of
an independent or an initiatory policy, and from this time
forward we shall never find that she attempts such a
policy.

At the same time, the Republic had saved her existence.
She was not the appanage of any crown; she was still
autarchic. But she had seen her existence placed in the
greatest peril, and she never afterwards felt safe between
the great European powers who were struggling for a pre-
ponderance in Italy. Spain was a constant source of alarm
to her, and this alarm gave to her policy a French tone.
Venetians, in fact, after the League of Cambray, believed that
their whole energies were required for their self-preservation.
Diplomacy was the only weapon by which they thought that
they could attain their object. And hence it is that we find
the growing influence of the Council of Ten; the institution
of the Three Inquisitors of State; the suspicion of am-
bassadors at foreign courts; the secrecy, the mystery, the
sudden punishment of those who revealed State secrets—all
the symptoms of a nervousness which was the result of a
conscious weakness, and is the note of later Venetian diplo-
macy. This attitude in the governing body accounts for the
extraordinary importance which attached to Venetian diplo-
macy, and explains the reputation which it acquired in the
eyes of Europe. It also enables us to understand the
tremulous excitement which stirred the whole city to its






350 THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

of a fourth; and if it had not been for help from private
individuals like Zaccaria Gabriel, both the banks
and the treasury would have been in a very bad 1530
way. We must go back to the example of the good old
times, when a Contarini offered 60,000 ducats to the treasury,
and a Corner brought fifteen bars of pure silver to the mint.
That was the way in which, though only simple fishermen,
we raised our State to such a pitch of grandeur that it
pleases God now to chastise us. Further, we invite volun-
teers for service in Padua and Treviso; those who are ready
to serve are requested to enrol themselves. We must all
help the commonwealth. There are some who are in debt to
the State, and yet dower their daughters and spend money
at home, which is an unspeakable shame. I therefore urge
every one to make his offering of money, jewels, robes, furni-
ture; and the names shall be published as a proof of their
patriotism.” But the Council waited for the Doge to set
the example; he did not, and the list remained blank
The Grand Chancellor instantly opened the roll for volun-
teers to Treviso and Padua; “but not a soul moved,” says
Sanudo, “a thing of great moment and of very bad augury
for the affairs of the State ”— E cosst va le nostre cosse.”
From this speech it is clear that the finances of the
Republic were not well managed. The appeals to private
purses and the warnings to treasury debtors prove it
Later on, in 1537, when Venice was at war with the Turk,
it was found necessary to proceed with severity against the
public debtors; but the so-called severity consisted merely
in selecting by lot twenty-five names from the black list, and
distraining their goods for the debt; plate and jewels were
accepted in payment. In fact, the Republic was afraid to
tax its subjects heavily, or to exact those taxes rigorously.
She claimed to be popular, and to have the cor ez amorem
subditorum nostrorum, and she succeeded ; Brescia and Ber-
gamo, Padua, Verona, Vicenza, were all willing to return
under the rule of S. Mark; but she paid the price in a
weakened exchequer, which she dared not replenish at the
cost of her provinces when her sea commerce was taken
from her.
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been more gorgeous ; private luxury had never touched such a
pitch of refinement ; this is pre-eminently the epoch
of those minute and meticulous sumptuary laws, by 1530
which the more rigid members of the Government hoped, in
vain, to recall their fellow-citizens to the primitive simplicity
and robustness of their fisher and merchant ancestry. Priuli
in his Diary notes that the Carnival of 1510, with the defeat
of Agnadello still recent in their memory, and the horrors of
the Vicentine stone quarries not forty miles away, “was
kept with as much gaiety, with as many masquerades, balls,
-and concerts, as if the Republic had been in her most
flourishing days.” The ambassadors of Spain, of the Pope,
of Hungary, that is to say of the powers who were united
and sworn to undo Venice, were all of them present and
sumptuously entertained at the marriage ceremony of
Francesco Foscari and the daughter of Giovanni Venier.
The members of the club, the Eterni, gave a pantomimic
representation, in which France, Spain, and Hungary
were characterised by suitable dances; and yet the
French were in possession of Brescia and Bergamo, and
were holding Verona and Vicenza in the name of the
Emperor.

In 1513, while the issue of the French descent upon the
Milanese was still uncertain, Venice, with an impoverished
exchequer, spent large sums upon the ceremony of con-
ferring the standard and biton on Alviano. On the 13th
of May the committee of nobles appointed to escort the
general to the Senate, went to wait on him at his palace.
They were robed in cloth of gold and scarlet silk, and were
preceded by trumpeters. Alviano, in a robe of gold brocade,
took the head of the procession; he was followed by his
household in white and red liveries, and by his French pages
in velvet suits of red and white. The Doge received him
in the hall of the Senate. He was surrounded by the
ambassadors of all the powers except Spain. When Alviano
reached the Senate chamber, the Doge rose, and both together,
followed by the whole brilliant assembly, passed down the
stairs and entered S. Mark’s, where the Patriarch celebrated
mass, and the Doge gave into Alviano’s hands the consecrated
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we ask where were these riches stored ? whence came the
moneys which maintained the gorgeous pageant of
Venetian splendour? the answer is not so easy to 1530
find. It is probable, however, that when commerce in the
East received a check by the fall of Constantinople and its
death-blow by the discovery of the Cape route, the wealth
which had been amassed and continually re-employed in that
commerce was concentrated either’ in large estates in the
newly acquired mainland provinces, or was diverted to bank-
ing purposes. We know that the great Venetian families
acquired whole districts on the continent, such as the vast
Pisani properties along ‘the Gorzone and the Adige, the
Memo estates in Friuli, the Morosini territories near Ceneda.
Other families, such as the Lippomano, Badoer, Priuli,
developed banking businesses, and through their Government
and its ambassadors supplied the wants of the Spanish and
French monarchs. These banking houses were supported
partly by what remained of Venetian commerce and partly
by the landed estates of the great nobles. But banking
alone cannot maintain itself; it is a non-recuperative
business. Lacking the aliment of commerce, which was
gradually dwindling away, and therefore exposed to losses
from bad debts without the means for repairing them,
the whole banking system had become inflated and burst
before the close of the sixteenth century. Out of 130
banking houses, large and small, only six weathered the
storm. Landed estates remained the great source of whatever
private fortunes existed in the Republic, after the collapse
of her commerce.

The impregnability of her situation made Venice s
desirable residence in those troublesome times; she was the
only city in Italy which had never been sacked, never
exposed to the brutality of foreign soldiery. All those to
whom war was a horror naturally sought her as an asylum.
The arts flourished; the apparatus of comfort was carried
to an excessive pitch. Morals became relaxed; the police
was inefficient, and, indeed, almost indifferent on the
subject of private crime. Only on the delicate ground
of political misdemeanour it showed that it could be
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police force in the Calle with tiles and stones, and the
Avogador was obliged to retire. The Ten, however,
took strong measures. They ordered out 600 men 1530
from the Arsenal, marched them down to the Embassy,
forced an entrance through the wall of the court, which
was barricaded, and the ambassador thought it prudent to
give way; he surrendered Abondio, not, however, before he
had considered whether he should cause him to be strangled
in order to. prevent the revelation of any secrets damaging
to his master, the French King. The episode is character-
istic of the time and of the condition of Venice.

After the disastrous lesson of the League of Cambray
the Republic continued to exist, it is true, but it is no
longer an existence of activity, of initiative. Venice owed
her longevity to two causes—the intangibility of the city,
secure in the lagoons, and the strong constitutional forms-
tion which she had evolved in the years of her vital
growth. Her whole energies now were directed to a double
object—her self - preservation by means of an elaborate
diplomacy and an awe-inspiring executive, and the presents-
tion of herself before Europe, as a city of refinement and
pleasure, a gorgeous pageant to which the world was invited
as spectator.

On three points only does the Republic display any
remains of her old vitality : she has still to fight a losing
battle with the Turks; the rigidity and absolutism of her
oligarchical constitution is further accentuated by the
development of the Council of Ten; and Venice, under the
leadership of Paolo Sarpi, takes a foremost place in the
battle of the State against the Church.
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rest of her history in her relation to the Christian powers is
entirely occupied with the question of her self-
preservation face to face with such overshadowing 1530
monarchies as Spain, France, the Empire. By one or the
other of these she was constantly solicited; her alliance
still counted for something in the balance of power.
The sole object of the Republic was to remain neutral,
to offend no one. Her weakness on land debarred her
from taking such a share in war as would have entitled her
to an increase of territory, or assured her in obtaining
it She was unable to guard even her own neutrality.
She had no native land army worth speaking of, and
she could not afford to raise large mercenary forces
The provincial militia, called the Ordinanze, which was
recruited from the population of the various districts,
numbered, on paper, 30,000 men, at the most; it cost
100,000 ducats a year, and the troops were drilled every
Sunday. But the regiments were not kept up to their full
numbers, and drill and discipline became relaxed. Troops
such as these were incapable of preserving the integrity of
Venetian soil during a campaign in which Venice herself
was neutral.

Proof of this impotence upon the mainland is abundantly
displayed in the attitude of the Republic during the war of
the Valtelline, throughout the thirty years’ war generally, and
during the war of the Spanish succession. The Valtelline
is that long valley of the Adda which stretches from the
head of the Lake of Como to the Stelvio Pass. The
possession of this valley by Spain, therefore, would have
connected Spanish territory in the Duchy of Milan with
Imperial territory in the Tyrol, and would have drawn s
complete Austro-Spanish cordon round the dominions of
Venice; cutting the Republic off from any outlet towards
France or Germany, exposing her to a direct Spanish attack
from Milan, and depriving her of any flank assistance from
her ally, France, by way of Tirano, the Aprica, and Edolo.
The independence of that valley was therefore a matter of
vital importance to Venice. The Valtelline, intensely
Catholic in its religious sentiment, had passed under the
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therefore, resolved to adopt “a decorous, armed neutrality,
and by representations and complaints to keep both 16
belligerents within bounds.” Such were their hopes, 90-
or perhaps hardly hopes; but the facts soon undeceived them.
Eugene came down the valley of the Adige, Catinat crossed
the Mincio, and both armies proceeded to manceuvre in the
Venetian territory of Verona, unimpeded by anything more
serious than “ representations and complaints.” The Prove-
ditore Molin reports from Verona: “ While your excellencies
were exchanging views with the ambassadors in Venice, the
Marshal Catinat overran the territory between the Adige
and the Lago di Garda; a few days later the Prince de
Vaudemont informed me that he too was going to eat a
trout on the lake. The troops have now moved up to
Rivoli, where they are entrenched. At first they paid for
what they took, but now they help themselves. Both armies
are occupying winter quarters, and fortifying themselves
wherever they choose; they cut the country with cordons,
interrupt commerce, and blockade the principal cities.” No
situation could have been more humiliating. It is not need-
ful to multiply examples of the absolute helplessness of the
Republic upon the mainland. Indeed it would seem that
all through her history, whenever she touched terra ferma,
she lost her orientation, became distracted and incapable;
the sea was her true element, and on dry land she is as
impotent as a fish out of water.

But the long decline of Venice was not occupied
solely, nor indeed chiefly, with her diplomatic complica-
tions on the mainland of Italy, and at the courts of
European sovereigns. In the preceding chapter we stated
that after the settlement of Charles V., when almost all
Italian States fell into a torpor, Venice remained vital
on three points: she continued her struggle with the
Turk; she developed and enunciated her view of the
relations between Church and State; and her constitution
still showed some activity in the expansion of the Council
of Ten. These three lines of vital activity are sufficiently
detached from one another to allow us to follow them
separately.






362 THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

alone would bear the burden of the war. Her policy, therefore,
was to do all that in her lay to remain on friendly

terms with the Porte. Accordingly the Republic '53%
declined to join a league of the Pope, the Emperor, and some
Italian States, if the objects of that league had any reference to
Ottoman affairs; and in 1533, when her admiral
Girolamo da Canal had defeated a hostile Turkish '33%
squadron off the island of Candia, the Government sent
humble apologies to the Sultan, and even thought of cashiering
Canal with a view to pacifying the Turk. A few years
later, in 1537, an opportunity occurred for driving the
Venetians into a war. Suleiman and Francis I. were in
alliance against the Emperor, and the joint Turkish and
French fleet, under Chaireddin Barbarossa, were acting
together in the Mediterranean. Suleiman invited Venice
to join the confederacy, and, when he met with a
refusal, he taxed all Venetian merchants in Syria 1537
ten per cent on the value of their goods, and otherwise vexed
their commerce.  His fleet under Barbarossa was sent to
cruise in the waters of Apulia; there it inevitably came
into collision with Venetian ships, which defended them-
selves. Suleiman said he was attacked, and declared war.
On 26th August the fleet of Barbarossa was sighted in the
channel between Corfu and the mainland. Venice at once
asked for help from the powers, while sending out her own
fleet to defend Corfu. She received abundant promises, but
little else; and Doria, who commanded the Spanish ships,
actually sailed away, leaving Venice alone to the defence
of the island. This she undertook with great courage, and
by 15th September she had forced the Turks to raise the
siege. Barbarossa, after retiring from Corfu, occupied a
number of the islands in the Archipelago which were under
the immediate rule of Venetian noblemen, and the quasi
protection of the Republic. Venice was unable to defend
these. She had already engaged in that fatal policy of
attempting to form alliances against the Turk; a policy
destined to hamper all the movements of the home Govern-
ment, without securing any increase of strength. The
Emperor, the Pope, and Venice entered on a league, by the
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succeeded Suleiman the Magnificent, and the Republic soon
had reason to believe that the new Sultan intended 1<68.
to occupy Cyprus. It was rumoured that the 5
conquest of that island had been suggested to him by his
powerful favourite, the Jew Nassi, who inflamed the Sultan’s
mind by a glowing description of Cyprian vintages. There
is little doubt that Nassi was the prime instigator of
the attack; and Selim, while discussing his plan of cam-
paign, exclaimed, “If we conquer the island thou shalt
be King!” The Sultan was resolved on the enterprise. In
1570 an agent was despatched to Venice to claim the
swrrender of Cyprus, on the ground that it was a dependency
of Mecca. On the receipt of this outrageous demand the
College informed the Nuncio, who, in his speech, exhorted
Venice to strenuous resistance ; he promised, in the name of
his Holiness, that the Republic should be supported by
Europe; he assured the Venetians that this time they had
to deal not with a warrior Sultan, such as Suleiman, but
with a Sardanapalus, consumed by luxury and vice. The
Republic endeavoured to translate these promises into
concrete terms of assistance. Her appeal to the Pope led him
to recommend her cause to Philip II, who, after some
hesitation, guaranteed fifty galleys. The King of Portugal
refused help, and the Emperor gave one of those usual
promises which meant nothing. In short, the Spanish
galleys were the only support which Venice could look for
at the hands of Europe.

Military engineers and a considerable amount of artillery
and ammunition had been already despatched to Cyprus;
reinforcements were ordered from Candia, and volunteers
raised in the mainland provinces. The fleet, numbering
upwards of two hundred sail, was placed under the command
of Girolamo Zane. He sailed from the Riva degli
Schiavoni amid every circumstance of pomp and with 1570
every ceremony of religion; but instead of making straight
for Cyprus, he waited at Zara, to be joined by the promised
galleys from Spain, and the disastrous consequences of an
allied war began once more. The time lost at Zara was not
only ruinous to the health and the discipline of the fleet;
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numbered 50,000, of which, however, not more than 5000
or. 6000 were regular troops; the rest were the
servants and dependants of local lords, or townsfolk. 1570
The bombardment began. Great breaches were opened in the
walls. No signs of the Venetian fleet appeared upon the
offing, and help from Famagosta could not be expected. At
last the garrison resolved upon a sortie, an expedient which
Dandolo had hitherto refused to sanction. On the 15th
August, the Assumption of the Madonna, about midday, when
the sun, at its hottest, had compelled a cessation of the Turkish
fire, Cesare Piovene, with part of the garrison, stole out of
the city. He was upon the Turks before they were aware
of what was happening. He pierced through two lines of
entrenchments, spiking the guns, and might have broken
the Turkish cordon completely, had he been supported from
the town. But Dandolo refused to allow the rest of the
garrison to follow up Piovene’s success. The Turks began to
hold their ground; the sortie was first checked, and then thrust
back upon the outworks. The failure of Piovene’s gallant
effort sealed the fate of Nicosia. After a last desperate
street fight, Mustafa gained possession of the city. Dan-
dolo and most of the Italians were killed, and two thousand
of the inhabitants reserved for slavery. The spoils were
placed on board three Turkish galleys, which set sail
for Constantinople; but they had not cleared the harbour
before one of the slave women, in an access of desperation,
seized a torch and set fire to the powder magazine; all
three vessels went to the bottom. Dandolo’s head was
sent to Bragadin at Famagosta as a warning of the fate
which lay in store for him.

When the news reached Venice, though the Govern-
ment made fresh preparations for the relief of Famagosta,
it returned once more to its tedious and fatal policy of
endeavouring to secure a formal league with Spain and the
Emperor against the Turk. The Emperor refused on the
ground of his eight years’ truce with Selim, concluded in
1567 ; Spain, however, showed more readiness, though the
negotiations hung fire for so long that when the treaty was
concluded in July 1571, it was already too late to save
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are you going to give me for the Turkish ships which
I am lending you?” Bragadin replied, * The

public word of honour.” Mustafa laughed, rather 1571
contemptuously, and said he wished for some more
solid guarantee—hostages, for example. Bragadin refused.
Instantly Mustafa burst into a passion; Lorenzo Tiepolo
was hanged, while Baglione, Martinengo, and Querini were cut
to pieces on the spot. Bragadin himself was first mutilated,
and then, after witnessing all the horrors of a sack to
which Mustafa abandoned the unhappy city, he was flayed
alive on the public square. His skin was stuffed with straw
and paraded, under a red umbrella, through the streets of
Famagosta, then hung to the yardarm of a Turkish ship,
and so conveyed in triumph to Constantinople. This grim
trophy of so much valour, and so much barbarity, was stolen
in 1580 from the arsenal at Constantinople and deposited
in the church of San Gregorio, at Venice, whence it was
removed in 1596, and rests now in an urn at the church
of SS. Giovanni e Paolo. Thus Cyprus was lost to
Venice without a single blow being struck in its defence by
the Venetian fleet, which never came so much as within
sight of the island during the whole period of its heroic
resistance.

‘When too late, the allied fleet of 250 sail moved from
Messina to Corfu. Sebastian Venier was in command of
the Venetian division, and insisted, at a council of war, that
the allies should at once attack the Turks. On the 7th
October the fleet lay off Lepanto, where the Ottoman armas-
ment was known to be at anchor. The battle of Lepanto lasted
five hours, and resulted in a complete victory for the allies.
The losses are estimated at 8000 Christians and 30,000
Turks, including the commander-in-chief, Ali Pasha; 117
galleys came into the hands of the confederates. The chief
glory of the victory rests with Sebastian Venier and the
Venetians ; and news was at once sent to the capital. On
the 18th October the despatch boat entered the Lido, with
Turkish flags trailing from her stern, and Turkish turbans
piled upon the deck. Instantly all business was suspended
in the city; the shops were closed with the notice, “For
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la miglior parte d’ Italia, et vedendo questa sola
Republica, questo sol angolo d’ Italia, esser libero,
e non sentir peso di servitd alcuna, I’ invidiano, 1573
invidiando I’ odiano, odiando I’ insidiano, et dove non possonv
arrivar con le forze, tentano d’ arrivare con gl’ inganni. . . .
Il fine dunque di Spagnuoli nella lega con Venetiani & di
far che Venetiani, estenuadi dalle gran spese di lunga
guerra, necessariamente caschino nel suo ingordissimo
grembo.” Morosini was right; Venice was being slowly
extenuated by these long and ruinous wars, with the con-
tinual loss of territory which they implied. And a few
years later the conspiracy of Bedmar came to convince her
that she was in grave danger of falling into the insatiable
maw of Spain.

The peace of 1573 and the acquisition of Cyprus
satisfied the Turk for a time. Venice was able to enjoy a
period of repose, and to forget her losses and her troubles in
one of those gorgeous displays of pageantry which were so
dear to her spirit. In 1574 Henry III. arrived in
Venice, on his way from Poland, to receive the 1574
crown of France. He was met at Malghera by a splendid
train of gondolas, draped in silk, in velvet, in cloth of gold
which trailed upon the water. The young nobles, destined
for his special service, were dressed in tight-fitting hose and
slashed jerkins, with their family arms emblazoned on
their breasts. The King wore purple velvet, in mourning
for his brother, Charles IX. His gorgeous retinue accom-
panied him from Malghera first to Murano, where he
lodged in the palace of Bartolomeo Capello, famous for the
sumptuous hangings of its chambers, and its pleasant gardens
on the lagoon. The following day he made his entry into
Venice by way of the Lido, moving down behind the
arsenal. At the Lido he landed, and passed under a
triumphal arch, designed by Palladio and painted by
Veronese and Tintoretto.  After meeting the Doge and
hearing mass, the King again took ship, and surrounded by
the great barks of the various guilds, gorgeously symbolical
of the arts and crafts, by the galleys of the Republic, and
the innumerable variety of private boats, from the patrician’s
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had seized and plundered a Turkish ship, with pilgrims on
board. The Maltese had touched at Candia, and, 6

though warned off by the Governor, this fact was o4
sufficient to allow the Sultan to accuse the Republic of
hostile acts. The scene at Constantinople, as described
by the Venetian Bailo, Giovanni Soranzo, is extremely
interesting and instructive. When the Sultan learned that
the Maltese ship had touched at Candia he ordered his
private secretary and his chief of the staff to summon all
the ambassadors resident at the Porte, and to find out the
facts of the case. “The chief of the staff began,” writes
Soranzo, “ by saying that the Sultan had caused us to be
summoned with a view to discovering what we knew about
the affair. The French ambassador was the first to answer;
he said he only knew what was reported here. I said the
same ; so did the Dutch ambassador. The chief replied,
* The Sultan is convinced that one of you knows all about
it, but will not speak’ We all said we knew nothing,
neither in general nor in detail. The secretary broke in
with his usual vehemence, and said, ‘ This is not the time
for denials, which will only provoke the rage of the Sultan,
and with that he made a sign by running his hand round
his neck, which signified, ‘ off with your head.” At this the
French dragoman lost his nerve, and I told Grillo (the
Venetian dragoman) to answer, that from his Majesty we
looked for nothing but the most perfect correctness of
conduct, and that, as his Excellency was aware, we resided
under the protection of treaties. The secretary replied that
in such a case as this the Sultan would not pardon his
own mother; that he knew the Maltese had boarded the
ship, and was resolved to find out what they had done with
it. The ¥rench ambassador replied very coldly, observing
that Malta was a long way from France; and he drew a
rough map to show their relative positions. I said that
Malta was an independent government; and the Dutch
ambassador, thinking to use a clinching argument, said that
the religion of the Maltese was different from that of his
master’s, and that, therefore, there was no communication ;
whereupon the Beglierbey of Greece closed him with an
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Lazzaro Mocenigo surpassed himself in “doughty deeds.”
He desired to force the passage of the Dardanelles,
and, if possible, to reach the capital. But the fire
from the shore was overpowering. Mocenigo’s ship was
soon in a blaze; the powder magazine blew up, and the
commander was killed by the fall of a yard upon his head
The death of Mocenigo changed the whole aspect of the
war. His successor, Lorenzo Renier, was unable to maintain
discipline, and the Dardanelles ceased to be impassable to the
Turk. At Venice they even discussed the possibility of a
peace. But the cession of Candia, on which the Sultan insisted,
proved an insurmountable obstacle, and war was continued.
The interest of the war was removed now from the
Dardanelles back again to the town of Candia, which still
held out. At this moment the last of the great
Venetian commanders, Francesco Morosini, a 1658.
) » appears
upon the scene. He was appointed to succeed Lazzaro
Mocenigo as admiral of the fleet. The stubborn resistance
of Candia had at last roused the attention of Europe, and
fired the more romantic spirits with a desire to share
in the glory that was being won. In 1660, 4000 men
left France for the island. = With the impetuosity 1660
characteristic of their race, they had no sooner )
landed than they attacked the Turkish position. They were
supported by the Venetians of the garrison, and at first the
Turks retreated. But in the attempt to gain a hill which
would have given them a flank attack on the besiegers, their
ranks fell into disorder in a covered way which they had
not observed. The Turk returned to the charge, and the
whole force was driven within the city walls. The French
succours dissolved as rapidly as they had arrived, and Candia
was left to its native and Venetian defenders once more.
The obstinate defence roused a corresponding determina-
tion in the Turk. He founded new guns, threw up seven
batteries, lodged his troops in earthworks, and on 28th
May 1667 began a bombardment of the town. The
whole of the ground in front of the fortifications 66
was honeycombed with mines and counter-mines, 1007
oue passing below the other—the Turk trying to get lower

1657.
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with the Turk for the surrender of Candia, and he further
took upon himself, with a wise transgression of 166
his authority, to conclude a peace between the 4
Republic and the Sultan at the same time. He obtained
honourable terms. The guns, to the number of 328,
were preserved. The people, the sacre:I vessels, and the
ammunition were to be removed on board ship, and
the roadstead of Suda remained to Venice. Thus, on
29th September, Candia, and the island of Candia, passed
away from Venice, after a defence which had lasted twenty-
five years, and was unmatched for bravery in the annals of
the Republic. The loss to Venice was irreparable, and the
burden entailed by the war left the State with bankruptcy
staring her in the face.

One last encounter, and the Venetians and Turks part
company for ever. Both were exhausted; both in full
decline. The fortune of this last campaign proved favourable
to Venice, and she closes her account with Turkey by a
success which she was not slow to blazon on the walls of
the Sala dello Scrutinio by this inscription to the hero of the
war—

FRANCESCO MAUROCENO
PELOPONNESIACO
SENATUS

ANNO CIDIDVIC

In 1685 war broke out on account of threatenel
incursions on the northern frontier of Albania.
Francesco Morosini was placed in supreme com-
mand ; and, believing the Turk to be weak, he conceivel
the idea of recovering the Morea for Venice. This
he achieved without much difficulty in his campaigns
of 1686 and 1687. In 1688 he bombarded Athens, and
a Venetian bomb set fire to the Turkish powder magazine
in the Parthenon, and ruined the temple; upon which
Morosini, contemplating the work of his guns, exclaimed,
“ O Atene, o delle arti cultrice, quale set ora ridotta ! ”  While

1685.
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Venice and the Church—The aims of the Church after the Council of Trent
— Attitude of Venice independent from earliest times—The Ferrarese
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Julius II.—The State Erastian—Private Venetians good Churchmen—
Difficulty of this position—Venice accepts the Council of Trent—Her
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THE second point upon which Venice still retained a certain
vitality, after the disasters of Cambray, and the
settlement of Italy by Charles V., was the question
of the relations between the Republic and the Church.

While the Republic was still expanding, while she was
endeavouring to extend her mainland empire and was
encroaching on Ferrara, Ravenna, Faenza, or Rimini, we
have already seen how she came into collision with
Rome, which made claims to superiority in those districts.
These were territorial aggressions on the part of Venice
which were met by the Church with weapons spiritual and
temporal alike.

But there were other grounds of contention between
Venice and the Curia. The Church, especially after the
Council of Trent, displayed a tendency to encroach upon the

1550.






382 THE VENETIAN REPUBLIC

as early as 1308, in the reign of Pietro Gradenigo, while the
Ferrarese war was raging. The Doge, with a courage

which must at that time have seemed presumptuous, 1850
very frankly stated that the Pope had no concern with temporal
affairs, and made an early use of that important weapon in
ecclesiastical warfare—the appeal from a Pope misinformed,
to a Pope better informed. But the Republic was forced to
give way before excommunication and interdict—weapons
which, in those days, exposed Venetian merchants to
pillage, and left the Venetian dead unburied by the Church,
and therefore excluded from heaven.

In 1351 Venice was again in disaccord with Rome
over the question of succession dues. The great mortality
of the plague had raised the point in an acute form.
The Church claimed that, upon death, the deceased’s
property should be valued, and one-tenth devolved to
the Bishop of Castello. But in many cases, deaths had
been so numerous in one family that, had this provision
been enforced, nothing of the family property would have
remained. The Government, therefore, ordered that ‘no
succession dues should be paid to the Church unless
devised by testament, and such payment was to be
understood as being made with the consent of the Govern-
ment, not as an ecclesiastical right. Foscari, the Bishop of
Castello, at once appealed to Avignon, whither he retired
in person. He summoned the Doge to appear before the
Rota to defend the action of the Republic. But, after Bishop
Foscari’s death in 1376, his successor accepted a compromise,
whereby the death dues were compounded for 5500 ducats
annually. The whole of this episode illustrates the usual
attitude of the Republic in similar cases—a strong statement
of position, vigorously maintained, and concluded by a
concession.

During the Council of Constance, the Republic once more
affirmed its independence by accepting the Conciliar principle,
and by pledging itself to support the decisions of that body.
By so doing it obtained possession of an effective weapon in
the ecclesiastical arsenal—the appeal to a future Council asa
palliation of present disobedience; and in the course of the
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complexion, were tried by the civil courts. By the concordat
of 1344, injury done by a cleric to a layman was
reported to the bishop, who tried the case according 1550
to Venetian law ; injury by a layman to a cleric was reported
to and judged by the secular authority. Such a provision
looks like & recognition on the part of the Government that
clerics were not merely subjects of the State, but that they
were under another allegiance, and subject to an alien
jurisdiction. The terms of this concordat, however, produced
such confusion that the Curia withdrew, in part, from its
previous position. Paul II. abandoned to the secular arm
those who had taken the tonsure after the commission of the
crime, or who had committed the crime in lay habit. Sixtus
IV, in 1474, renounced the trial of those arraigned for .
coining, or treason, or gross immorality, although he wished
that the patriarchal vicar should be present in court.

Down to the close of the fifteenth century, Venice, while
maintaining a considerable independence in ecclesiastical
matters, had not come into serious collision with the
Curia upon questions of principle, only upon questions- of
external territorial aggrandisement. But at the opening
of the sixteenth century, a new spirit, a spirit of aggression,
manifested itself in the Church, under the guidance of such
fiery tempers as that of Julius II. At the same time the
weakness of the Republic in the political arena—a weakness
which the League of Cambray brought into full view—
displayed itself equally in the ecclesiastical region. Julius
was the first member of the hostile League to open the attack
on the Republic. He launched an excommunication and
interdict. The grounds alleged were, the territorial usurpation
of Rimini and Faenza ; the incitement of Bologna to revolt;
opposition to papal nomination of Venetian bishops ; taxation
of ecclesiastical property ; and the claim to try clerics in the
secular courts. Venice resisted. She forbade the publica-
tion of the bull, set guards to tear it down, if affixed to the
walls, appointed doctors in theology to advise upon the
crisis, and appealed to a future council But the battle of
Agnadello followed on 24th May 1509, eighteen days after
the publication of the bull, and Venice collapsed. The
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quanto il Papa, e cristiani moriremo, a dispetto di chi non lo
vorria.” At the same time the Republic retained her

desire for religious toleration—a necessity of her 1559
widely diversified commerce—and her intention to maintain
her ecclesiastical independence as far as possible. The attempt
to reconcile these two attitudes is the key to Venetian
ecclesiastical policy, after the troubles of the League of
Cambray had passed away.

The difficulty in which Venice was placed finds illustra-
tion upon many occasions. The Republic promised immunity
to the merchants and craftsmen from the Grisons who still
desired to settle in Venetian territory, provided they caused
no scandal ; and the Church protested. She permitted Sir
Henry Wotton, England’s ambassador, to celebrate Protestant
service in his private chapel, and to introduce what books he
chose. And when the Court of Rome remonstrated, the Doge
replied that it is impossible for the Republic to search the
boxes of the English ambassador, when we are absolutely cer-
tain that he is living most reserved and quietly, causing no
scandal whatever. We know nothing of these dangerous
works, and if they had existed we should have heard of them,
for we do not keep our eyes shut in matters of religion.” In
1565 the Pope complained openly “that these Signori (of
Venice) are excessively lenient, and have always adopted mea-
sures far too mild in this question of heresy.” This attitude
of the Venetians, which was dictated by a desire to encourage
their commerce, laid them open to the suspicion of being here-
tics at heart. The Spanish ambassador at Rome was always
able to point to this lukewarmness as a sign of perversion, and
to urge that “these gentlemen govern their dominions by rules
of statecraft, not by the laws of the Church.” The Pope had
only to threaten sufficiently, and, as in 1564, the Ten are
obliged to send an order to all the Rectors on terra ferma, that,
within fifteen days, every heretic is to be expelled from Vene-
tian territory. No doubt the order was not rigorously en-
forced; nevertheless Venice, by her attitude as a good Catholic,
left herself no choice but to yield, in appearance at least. So
again in 1581, the question as to the visitation of monas-
teries compelled the Government to make a showof resistance ;
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that neither party would condescend upon a definition of what
was or what was not to the prejudice of another prince. 160
That depended entirely upon what the other prince
claimed as his rights. And this consideration, the need for
such a definition before the question could be brought to a
conclusion, led Sarpi to formulate precisely what he considered
the boundary line between matters spiritual and matters
temporal. “ The dominion of the Church,” he said, “ marches
in the paths of heaven; it cannot, therefore, clash with the
dominion of princes, which marches on the paths of earth.”
Could he have obtained subscription to a dichotomy of this
nature, the quarrel would have been at an end. The Church,
however, never dreamed of accepting such a renunciation of
its substantial authority ; the Republic shrank from claiming
such an extension of hers.

The argument was an infinite quastio. The Church
could always say per angusta ad augusta—if heaven was its
acknowledged kingdom, earth was the portal thereto ; and it is
surely absurd to prevent the master of the house from show-
ing the entrance to his invited guests. ~The acceptance of
the doctrines of the Church, its claim to a divine origin, its
possession of the keys, vitiates any attack upon the Church.
The Roman Curia left no other alternative to those who dis-
agreed with its dogmas than this, “Stay in and obey, or go
out and be damned.” And Sarpi, for all his splendid common
sense, the lucidity of his reasoning, the pungency and lim-
pidity of his expression, could do nothing for Venice, whose
position of hostility was paralysed from the very outset by her
acquiescence in the Church’s fundamental claim. He, like
others before and after him, like Contarini, like Valdes or like
Déllinger, dreamed of another kind of church, a gentle, all-
embracing, comprehending guide from this world to the next;
but he had never been called upon to construct such a church,
or he would have found that dogma is of its essence; if all
roads lead to heaven, then there is no need of a shepherd, no
function for a church ; if they do not, then the shepherd must
point out the way—must drive if need be, that is, must
dogmatise ; and where the human mind has dogmatised upon
spiritual matters, it has instantly raised denial, rebellion,
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followed by three others, containing four men each. I, with
two young men from the Chancellery, went to the 1606
palace of the Cardinal, and waited the prisoners there. )
‘When they had arrived, I went up stairs alone, and entered a
room where I found the Cardinal and the ambassador of France,
and, after arranging the method of procedure, the Cardinal
withdrew into the long gallery, while I called up the young
men from the Chancellery and the prisoners in custody of
the officers. I then said, ‘ Monsignore, his Serenity has
ordered me to consign to your lordship the Abbé Brandolin
and the Canon Saraceni; this he does to please his most
Christian Majesty, and without abrogating his right to try
ecclesiastics.” The ambassador replied, ‘And so I receive
them.” After this we all advanced towards the Cardinal,
and M. du Fresne said, ‘ Monsignore, here are the prisoners
to be given to the Pope.’ The Cardinal turned round and said
to a certain priest,  Take them ’; which he did. They then
begged that I would reconsign the prisoners to the guard, to
be held at their disposal. And with that we all left.”

Joyeuse then presented himself to the College, where he
announced that “all the censures are raised ”; whereupon
the Doge handed to him the proclamation withdrawing the
edict. An ambassador was despatched to Rome, where he
was received with honour, and so the celebrated episode of
the interdict came to an end.

The moral victory remained with Venice. She did not
recall her laws as to taxation of the clergy and the foundation
of new churches and monasteries. ~ She had rigorously
formulated her position, and had won the sympathy of
Europe; and, though she had been forced to surrender her
prisoners in fact, she had saved appearances by her manner
of doing so, and had placed on record a claim to try ecclesi-
astics, which, if not admitted at the moment by the curial
party, was not denied.

The extent of the victory may perhaps best be measured
by the antagonism which was stirred at Rome. The struggle,
in its later phases, seems to have reduced itself to a question
as to the disposition of the two criminal clerics, Brandolin
and Saraceni. The other questions, which after all touched a
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effort ; crossed his arms on his breast; his head fell back,
1623 and he died. ZEsto perpetua, “May she perdure,”

" were the last words on his lips—a prayer which his
audience took as on behalf of his beloved Republic. His own
temper, sane, clear, incisive, his own personality, sad, gentle,
aloof, have outlived the State he served so well With
Paolo Sarpi expired the vigorous intellect, the calm courage,
of the better Venetian spirit.
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THE third point upon which Venice continued to display
a vital activity after the middle of the sixteenth
century was in the development of her constitu- 1559
tion, by the growth of its most potent member, the Council
of Ten.

The great stability of the Venetian political machinery,
which impressed Europe with a sense of power in the
Republic, and contained the secret of that long persistence
of her osseous structure after real vitality had left the State,
was due in a large degree to the vigilance with which the Ten
watched over the interests of the city which they governed.
It will be remembered that the Council of Ten was estab-
lished in 1310 after the conspiracy of Tiepolo. In its origin
it was a temporary institution, a committee of public safety,
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Zonta, who naturally supported the conduct of that mest
powerful body to which they belonged.

The constitutional history of Venice during the 1550
last two centuries and a half of her existence, is the history
of a slow but growing reaction against the overweening
authority of the Ten.

The power of the Ten rested in the first instance upon
. the declaration that its functions were to provide for the
safety of the State and to preserve the purity of morals—a
field so wide that it included almost every action of which
a citizen was capable. But, as time went omn, the rapid
growth of the decemviral authority, and the perpetual inter-
ference in all matters of importance, rendered a definition of
those terms absolutely necessary. The first outbreak of
resentment against the Ten was brought about by the
illegal action of that body in the case of Foscari’s deposition.
As we have seen, this Council ordered the Doge to abdicate ;
but, by the constitution, the Doge was forbidden to take
such a step except upon a vote of the Great Council and
the advice of the Consiglieri Ducali. The Great Council
resented this infringement of their rights, and the authority
of the Ten was declared to be limited to those matters
which might be submitted to them as secretissime, or most
delicate (1468). But the term “most delicate” was still
wide enough to cover all important affairs of State, and the
practical efficiency of the Ten was so great that the reform
of 1468 did little to diminish the power of that Council
It is the Ten who conduct the war of Ferrara in 1483, and
the dangerous complications of the League of Cambray were
dealt with by them.

The terror which that league inspired, the haunting
dread of being absorbed by Spain, the necessity under which
Venice found herself of devoting her whole energies to her
own preservation, all helped to strengthen the hands of the
most powerful body in the constitution. And this period
of concentration is marked by a new departure in the
Council of Ten. It began to delegate its powers to sub-
committees, directly dependent upon and responsible to
itself, and therefore one step farther removed from responsible
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their action in this respect soon rendered them hateful to a
nobility which, for various reasons, was growing both
impoverished and corrupt.

This antipathy found expression in 1582, when the first
really serious difference between the constituency of Venice,
the Great Council, and the Council of Ten was brought
about by two events of small moment in themselves, but
sufficient to set on foot that hostility between the Maggior
Consiglio and ‘the Ten which lasted till the fall of the
Republic. The Great Council refused to elect Andrea da
Lezze as a member of the Zonta, and the Ten, who desired
his presence in return for his money, secured their object by
illegally increasing the number of Procurators who sat in
the Zonta er officio, and nominating Da Lezze to the post.
The Great Council, however, refused ratification, and carried
its point. The second event brought the Ten into collision
with the riotous element in the Venetian nobility. A party
of young patricians went to the Lido accompanied by their
bravi; they fell in with a party of dravi alone; they in-
sulted a woman of that company, and were thoroughly
thrashed by the independent dravi, who then, that same
day, reported the affair to the Ten. The nobles appealed to
the same tribunal the following day, and were told that
they had got what they deserved. This guarrel brought
out the relative strength of the parties in the Maggior
Consiglio. At the next election of the Zonta, the full com-
plement of fifteen was not chosen ; and this act was under-
stood to mark disapproval of the conduct of the Ten,
and led to an effort to revive the law of 1468, and to
define the word secretissime, without, however, arriving at
any positive conclusion. The upshot of the whole episode
was that the Zonta disappeared for the present, and Venice
was warned that a serious split existed between the mass
of the nobility and Government.

But the inherent efficiency of the Ten, and its delegs-
tion, the Three Inquisitors, rendered it impossible that they
should not retain the real authority in the State. The
more serious the difficulties and dangers which threatened the
Republic, the more certain the continuance of their power.

1582.
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There can be no doubt that treason was rife in Venice,
that the danger from Spain was real and pressing, and
that all the vigilance of the Ten barely sufficed to
counteract the vicious tendency and the danger. But within
this obscure region of bribes, of plots, of treachery, of sudden
executions, a case was about to arise which was destined to
deal a severe blow at the reputation of the Ten, and to give
a ground for attack to its growing number of enemies inside
the State. Antonio Foscarini, after serving in various posts
of trust, received the appointment of ambassador to the
Court of 8. James in 1609. When he had been at his
post for a short time, it was discovered that the contents
of his despatches were being communicated to the repre-
sentatives of other powers in England. Suspicion fell on
Foscarini’s secretary, Scaramelli, who was dismissed, and his
place supplied by Giulio Muscorno. At first Muscorno
and his chief were on satisfactory terms, but after a while
serious disagreements arose. Muscorno was a young man of
pleasant manners and various accomplishments; he became
very popular with the Queen and her ladies ; he spoke soft
Venetian, which they liked ; he could play the guitar; and
he could mimic his master. His head was soon turned, and
he began to neglect his duties. He applied to Foscarini for
a letter of recommendation to some person of importance,
which the ambassador refused. Muscorno vowed that he
would be revenged, and said so openly. Foscarini’s own
conduct was not above reproach on the score of extravagance
in outward show, of freedom of conversation, and of ostenta-
tious indifference to religion. His angry secretary published
a volume entitled Sayings and doings of the Ambassador
Foscarini. Muscorno was implicated with the Archbishop
of Canterbury and a Sir Smith, who had advanced him
money. The scandal became vociferous. Muscorno asked
leave to return to Venice; and when he arrived there he
denounced Foscarini as having himself sold the copies of his
own despatches, and as being an unworthy representative of
the Republic ; given over to irreligion and loose living; one
who allowed himself to speak of the Queen as “a woman of
the town.” It was all mere calumny ; but the idea that State

1618.
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all foreign courts, they declared their fatal error; they
exhumed, and reburied with all pomp, the body of 1618,
- the murdered senator; but sucha flood of lurid light
had been let in upon the dark places of the Ten, and such
suspicion of their procedure was aroused, that they never
recovered their prestige. They had given a handle to their
enemies, and these were not slow to take advantage of it
The cases of the Spanish conspiracy, of Bragadin, and of
Foscarini displayed a corrupt state of society in Venice with
which the Ten endeavoured to deal vigorously in the
interests of the State. But the exercise of their power,
showing itself as the only real efficient power in the State,
roused the jealousy of the other branches of the constitu-
tional structure, the Maggior Consiglio and the Senate. This
jealousy now drew support from a radical transformation
which had been slowly taking place inside the constituent
body of the Venetian oligarchy, the noble caste. The long
conflict on the mainland of Italy in the fifteenth century, the
continual drain of war with the Turks, the immense and
unprofitable expenditure entailed by the League of Cambray,
had all contributed to exhaust not only the public treasury
but private resources as well. The blow which Venetian
commerce received through the opening of the Cape route,
and by the altered conditions of the Levant after the
capture of Constantinople, had caused Venetian merchants
to withdraw their capital from trade, and to invest
it in banking, or in large landed possessions on terra
Jerma. In 1610 Leonardo Dond, addressing the Senate on
the economic conditions of the Republic, declared that
“ commerce now lacks capital. The nobility takes no more
part in trade; all its resources are tied up in funds or in
real property, and expended either on house property or on
amusements in the city.” The patriciate had withdrawn
from commerce; at the same time luxury was on the
increase, as is shown by the repetition of useless sumptuary
laws. One noble house vied with another in the splendour
of its display; it became derogatory for a patrician to
engage in the acquisition of wealth. The greater houses were
able to support this tax on their resources. But a large
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traders; while outside the Mediterranean the Levant trade
was absorbed by the English and the Dutch. The 1618,
remedy, he suggested, was to open the port of
Venice to foreign traders and merchants. If this were
done, the natural advantages of her geographical position,
lying so far into the heart of Europe, would again make
themselves felt, and would restore prosperity to the State.
“ Unless some such step be taken,” continued Dona, “ your
Excellencies must remember that we have no more ships,
no sailors, no navigation, few merchants, little capital, the
population is leaving the city, and even those merchants
who still have houses, intend to follow.” The Govern-
ment, in face of this disastrous condition of affairs, granted
the freedom of the port to foreigners, under certain conditions;
and this proving insufficient to restore commercial activity,
they, later on (1662), removed the import dues, but unwisely
retained the export dues. The result was that merchants
who brought their goods to Venice still experienced difficulty
in distributing them over the continent; the goods lay
locked up in Venetian warehouses. The commercial decline
of the port continued, and the poverty it entailed produced
a whole class among the citizens who were hostile to the
Government from which they were excluded. This hostility
coalesced with the indignation against the ever-growing
power of the few great families, who made the Ten, the real
core of the administration, their private appanage.

A reformer appeared in the person of Renier Zeno. He
had distinguished himself during his Roman embassy by
attacking various Venetian noblemen of note. He alleged
that Antonio Dond had been guilty of appropriating the
public funds, and that the Cardinal Dolfin was a paid
emissary of France. He made himself so unpopular at the
Vatican that the Government sent an ambassador-extra-
ordinary, who took the management of affairs out of Zeno's
hands. When Zeno returned to Venice he became the
champion of the reform party. In spite of strong opposition
from the executive the Great Council elected him a Ducal
Councillor. Some violent words of his, uttered in the
college, were held to be an insult to the Doge. The Ten
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between the Capi de’ Dieci and the Maggior Consiglio. Zeno
attacked the two in the first sitting of the Great
Council. He moved that they had rendered them-
selves liable to a fine, and requested the Council to declare
whether or not a member of the Ten was within his rights
in admonishing the Doge. The Council voted in favour
of Zeno, and he secured a triumph.

But the victory of Zeno exposed him to the bitterest
hatred from the ducal party. On the evening of 30th
December 1627, as he was standing at the Porta della
Carta of the palace, he was attacked by five individuals,
and so severely wounded with a hatchet that he fell to the
ground in a faint. He recovered, and his feelings against
the Ten were more than ever embittered. He declared
that they protected the Doge’s party while they left him
exposed to danger of assassination. The flight of the Doge’s
son Giorgio, immediately after the deed, left no doubt whence
the blow had come. Giorgio was deprived of his nobility, his
goods were confiscated, and, along with two of his companions,
and two gondoliers, he was banished from the State. But
the Ten took no active measures to enforce the decree, and
Giorgio was able to realise and save his property, and to live
unmolested at Ferrara. Zeno insisted that, as he had suffered
in execution of his commission from the Great Council,
the trial and punishment of his assailants belonged to that
Council, not to the Ten. The Ten replied by enjoining upon
him silence as regarded all matters already decided by their
tribunal.  Zeno kept silence for a while, but at length
he spoke in the Maggior Consiglio, attacking the murderers
of liberty, and inveighing against the order of the Teun, which
forbade free discussion of affairs. The Doge took part in
the debate, constantly interrupted by Zeno: the sitting grew
more and more stormy : the ducal party drowned the voices
of their opponents by beating on the benches, and at last the
assembly dissolved in uproar. The Ten immediately held a
meeting. They ordered the arrest of Zeno, but instructed
their officer to avoid finding him. They were afraid of
a revolution. Zeno was cited to appear, and was con-
demned in contumacy to ten years’ imprisonment in Cattaro.

1625.
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The opposition became active once more in the
eighteenth century. The only difference between
the opposition of the seventeenth and the eighteenth
centuries is, that the members of the latter were tinged
with philosophical revolutionary ideas imported from
France.

The spirit of hostility to the Ten and the Three was
fanned to a flame by a slight accident, which illustrates
the looseness of the times and the petty tyranny which
a Venetian noble was capable of exercising. Angelo
Querini, a senator, in order to please a lady friend of a
friend of his, procured an order of expulsion against a
modiste, whose caps had not suited the lady in question.
The modiste appealed to the Inquisitors of State, and they
cancelled the order as unjust. Thereupon Querini began
to complain of the intolerable tyranny of the Three. He
quickly found sympathy, and formed a party among the poor
nobles. The Three resolved to arrest and deport Querini
to Verona. This act roused all the latent hostility of the
Great Council, and, in 1761, they refused to elect the new
members to the Council of Ten. The quarrel followed the
same lines as the Zeno episode. A Commission was appointed
to report on the authority of the Ten, and its delegation
the Three. The Commission was divided, three signing a
majority report in favour of the Inquisitors, and two pre-
senting a minority report, in which they endeavoured to
crush the tribunal of the Three, and to reduce all jurisdic-
tion to the Ten alone. The whole episode, which ended
in the complete triumph of the Three, is chiefly remarkable
for the spirited and wise defence of that body by Marco
Foscarini. “ The tribunal has frequently saved the State
from dangerous conspiracies. Its impartiality is above
suspicion when we remember that office lasts for one year
only, and that any of its members can easily be removed by
a decree of the Great Council. The Three have no funds at
their disposal. It is certain, from the universal testimony
of all statesmen, that no aristocratic Government can last
for long unless it provide some corrective for its defects;
and these defects are want of rapidity and want of secrecy.

1700.
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the conception of Venetian prudence which others entertain
about us.” Renier thought the evil lay in the schism
between the rich and the poor nobility ; between 1779
the democratic revolutionary ideas espoused by the one
party, and the conservative and rigid ideas maintained by
the other. And yet, while statesmen were using such
language in the Council Chamber, the population of Venice,
in its cafés and salons, was entirely engrossed in discussing
whether Vitalba, as Don Adone in Carlo Gozzi’s Droghe
@ Amore, really represented Pier Antonio Gratarol, Secretary
to the Senate; and Ballarin was detailing the trivialities
of Venetian society to his master, the ambassador of the
Republic in France.

The Republicanism of Giorgio Pisani, however, was not
destined to alter the conmstitution of Venice. In spite of
his great popularity, which secured for him election as Pro-
curator of S. Mark, he and his party were not as strong
as the Inquisitors of State. In May 1780 Pisani was
arrested and deported to Verona.
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and fitted them to take advantage of their opportunities
when the Carolingian revival of Europe created a demand for
foreign merchandise. Venice was launched as a commercial
race, and mistress of the Mediterranean. In the fourth
Crusade, actuated by a purely selfish policy, she committed
a crime when she sacked Constantinople. The immediate
results of this action were materially advantageous
But the rapid development produced two consequences.
The population of the city increased, and with the in-
crease came a division—a distinction between rich and
poor, destroying the ancient equality of the Venetians,
and creating a caste. This double process led up to the
settlement of the constitution. Venice emerged from the
Serrata del Maggior Consiglio under the dominion of a rigid
oligarchy, with the Ten as its executive arm. The sack
of Constantinople entailed further results. It brought
Venice into collision with Genoa in a struggle for supremacy
in the East. She fought and destroyed her rival. But each
fresh success was surely leading to further complications
The continuous growth of population raised the question
of her food supply. Without a food-yielding territory,
Venice was in danger of starvation if defeated at sea. Her
neighbouring princes, Scala, Carrara, Visconti, were weak
compared with the Republic. Their feebleness offered her
the occasion which she took. She put out her hand,
created a land empire, and reached the apogee of her
development.

But now arrived the consequences of her actions. The
sack of Constantinople let the Turks into Europe. The
destruction of the Genoese left them supreme in the Levant.
Venice lost her Eastern trade.

The creation of a land empire roused the jealousy of
Italian princes and the alarm of European sovereigns, lest
the balance of power should be disturbed. Venice wes
crushed by the League of Cambray. The discovery of the
Cape route completed her ruin. The rigidity of her consti-
tution kept her alive to all appearances, but what remained
was the mere shell ; the vital spirit, the initiatory principle,
had disappeared.
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Venetian churches, recall the flight from the mainland and
the earliest settlement in the lagoons. S. Mark’s, with its
Eastern aroma, bears continual witness to the connection
between Venice and the Greek Empire, and is the monument
of her greatest glories. The Ducal Palace, and the splendid
private dwellings which line the Grand Canal, are reminis-
cent of Venetian land empire.

Her painting, no less than her architecture, is intimately
connected with the history of the Republic. =~ That art
bloomed to perfection after Venice had touched her apogee,
had reached her highest point of vigour in her development
upon the mainland; and those master brushes of Veronese
and Tintoret were largely employed in chronicling the
glories of Venice in the home of her chief magistrate.
After the League of Cambray the Republic resigned herself
to the role of magnificent self-presentation, and her great
masters, one and all—Titian, Tintoret, Veronese, Tiepolo—
assisted her design ; they are decorators called upon to make
the Ducal Palace, the Guild Hall, the private house, worthy
of the Venetian claim to be the most gorgeous city in
Europe.

Whether or not the absence of any considerable litera-
ture in Venice is to be explained on the theory that poetry
was unessential to her role, that she required the decorative
rather than the reflective arts, the fact remains that the
Republic gave birth to no poet of the first rank. Her
chief services to literature undoubtedly lie in the protection
and encouragement which she offered to the art of printing;
and she received her reward in the glory which such names
as John of Spires, Jenson, Ratdolt, Aldus, Giolitti, bestow
upon the city of the lagoon.

The enthusiasm which Venice awakened in those who
visited her is no doubt due in part to the amenity and the
pleasurability of life on the lagoons. Moryson notes “the
freedom which the citizens and very strangers have.” Venice
laid herself out to be a city of diversion for Europe, “the
revel of the earth, the masque of Italy,” and she succeeded.
“Veni etiam ” she is supposed to have said to her guests,
and most of them were only too ready to return. Of
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pretext. By the secret clauses of the peace of Leoben, he
had already assigned to the Emperor of Austria, Dalmatia
and the mainland provinces between the Oglio and the Po.
He was looking for an excuse to attack Venice, and the
death of Laugier furnished him with one.

It was perfectly impossible for Venice to make any
resistance by force. She had ships in the arsenal, but they
were in bad repair, and without crews. Inside the city
itself there was a party, imbued with the ideas of the
Revolution, and desirous of upsetting the government of the
Ten and the Three.  The fall of the Republic was inevit-
able. The Government sent a deputation to Napoleon at
Gratz. They found him in a domineering mood. His
remarks were all prefaced by “fo voglio,” and he concluded
thus: “I have 80,000 men and twenty gunboats, i
non voglio pid Inquisitori, non wvoglio pit Senato, sard un
Attila per lo Stato Veneto.” This was language which had
been used before towards Venice by the League of Cambray,
by Ossuna, Viceroy of Naples; but this time it was on the
lips of a man who could make it good. Napoleon was
convinced that Venice had been treacherous to him, that
she intended to cut off his retreat had his campaign against
Austria miscarried. He was resolved that French troops
should enter the city. Between Napoleon’s insistence and
a dread of a rising inside the town, the Government
was forced to give way. The Procurator Pesaro expressed
the common opinion when he exclaimed, “ Vedo che per
la mia patria la xe finia”; and the Doge when he said,
“ Sta motte no semo sicuri mé anche nel nostro letto.” On
the 12th May the Maggior Consiglio passed a resolution
which accepted a new form of government, subject to
the approval of General Bonaparte. The Republic of
Venice disappeared in the whirlwind of the French
Revolution, and the Doge, as he laid aside the ducal bonnet,
was able to say to his servant with only half a regret, “Take
it away ; we shall not use it any more.” “ Tol¢ questo ; no
la doperd pin.”
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