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Subscribe!

Humanities West

invites you to travel

the centuries and

explore the political

intrigues and artistic

riches of Versailles.

Savor the elegant music of

Rameau and Couperin,

the grace ofcostumed

Baroque dancers, and

the wit ofMoliere’s drama.

Hear distinguished speakers

illuminate the glories of

French art and culture during

the Grand Siecle, as they

served the growing political

power ofthe Bourbon mom

archs. Join us as we celebrate

the artistic magnificence of

Versailles
’ splendid century!
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A century ofsplendor

featuring music, drama,

lectures and dance.

Subscribe now!

Moderated by Peter Pierson

Florence Gould Theater,

California Palace of

the Legion ofHonor

Friday, April 22, 1988

8' 10:30 PM

“'L’EtatCestMoi’;

The Limits ofPower”

Geoffrey Symcox ofthe

University ofCalifornia at

Los Angeles delves into

the intrigues underlying the

Sun Kings centralization

ofpolitical and social control

under the glorious banner

ofthe Versailles work.

Ballroom and theater dancing

was a focal point of life at

Versailles, and an indispen-

sible skill for any successful

courtier. Shirley- Wynne of

Mills College combines

enticing slides and costumed

dancers to illustrate the

kaleidoscopic variety

ofFrench baroque dance.

A champagne reception

featuring confections fit for a

king completes the eietiing.

Tickets $15428

Doors open at 7:30 PM

Saturday, April 23, 1988

10 AM' 12:15 PM

Alrnil22-23,.im

Florence Gould Theater,

California Palace ofthe

Legion ofhionor,

San Francisco.

Humanities West gratefully

acknowledges the generous

support ofthe National L

Endowmentfor the,
I

Humanities in pre^nting

this program. /

Lecture

Lecture

j

“Why Versailles?”

Guy Walton, art historian

from New York Unkersity,

traces the changing image of

Versailles as the palace was

transformed under Louis XIV

^: 'Ond his successors from a

hunting lodge into a symbol

ofelegance, beauty, and

absolute power emulated by

architects and planners

throughout Europe.

“The Women of Ver^illes:

The Hidden Power?”

Stanford University’s

Carolyn Lougee re-examines

Montesquieus famous

assessment offemale power

at Versailles —a power he

thought so great as toform

a “state within the state."

Tickets $10420

Doors open at 9:30AM
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Founded in 1983, Humanities West

offers bi-annual programs designed

to enlighten and entertain general

audiences through L’ctures, perform-

ances, and discus.sions offering a rare

combination ofthe fine arts, social

history, literature, music, politics, and

philosophy ofa given era.

SaTJ

1 45-4:45 ru

“T^iC^tcorarj

Hranijcur < 4 Versailles

Onlysfuul(jh\o/theil^len-

dour with^ hich the Sun Kii

surround^ himselfhave

survived the rat afees oftime

and Revolutions Gillum

Wilson ofthe ]. Paul Getty

Museum includes several new]

discoveries in this illustrated

lecture devoted to decorative

arts under Louis XIV.

I

“MuSfc and DramaTrrthe

Service of the State”

Music and drama convex^

opera, a gf^nYe lavishly sup-

ported by Louis XIV, guides

by the musical genius ofJean-

Baptiste Lully. Nicholas

McGegan, Music Director

of Philharmonia Baroefue

Orchestra, investigates the

political circumstances

attending Lully’s monopoly

on Court opera, and throws

light on unauthorized per-

formances in Paris. He then ,i

joins with Jean-Marie

Apostolides, Chairman of

the Stanford University

Department ofFrench and

Italian, to offer their combined

perspectives on the mi4sical

and dramatic arts.

Costumed actors under the

direction ofPeter Donat present

excerpts from Moliere's

L’Ecole des Femmes.

Tickets $12-$25

Doors open at 130PM

French Baroque Chamber
Music

Judith Nelson, soprano,

Stephen Schultz, flute,

Martha McGaughey, viola

da gamba, andjillon Dupree

and Elaine Thornburgh,

harpsichord, perform music

ofFrani^ois Couperin, Jean-

Philippe Rameau, and

Elizabeth Jacquet de

la Guerre.

Tickets $10-$12

Doors open at 7:30 PM

Tu'o reading and disaission

groups, devoted to French

Baroque dance (April 6 i and

music!April 19) arc offered to

participants under the leader-

ship ofShirley \\ ynne and

Nicholas MeOej^im. PIclisc

phone (4D ) dSF-SrSt'' tor

information.



VERSAILLES BIBLIOGRAPHY

This following books have been suggested by the lecturers;
most are available in branch libraries or bookstores.
Although readings from this bibliography should enhance
participants' enjoyment of the symposium, the lectures will
remain accessible without this background.

Berger, Robert. ill_t b e_G a £d e n _o f _^h e _S u n_K^ . Dumbarton
Oaks, 1985.

The Versail le s of Louis XI V . New York, 1985.
Bernier, Olivier. Louis XIV: A Ro ya l Life. London, 1986.
Church, William F. Loui sXIVi n Hi s tor i ca 1 Thought . New

York, 1976.
Forster, Elborg, ed. and trans. A Woman's Life in the Court

of the Sun King: Letters of Liselotte v on d er Pfaltz.
Baltimore, MD, 1984.

Hatton, Ragnhild M. Louis XIV and His World. New York,
1972.

Louis XIV and Abs olut ism . London, 1976.
Hazelhurst, F. Hamilton. Gardens o f I 1 1 usi on . . .

L

e Nostre .

Nashville, 1980.
Hedin, Thomas. The Sculpture of Gaspard and Balthasard

Mar sy . Columbia, MD, 1983.
Kimball, Fiske. The Cr eation o f t he Ro coco . Philadelphia,

1943 .

Levron, Jacques. Daily Life at Versilles. London, 1968.
Lewis, W.H. The Splendid Cen tu ry. New York, 1953.
Mitford, Nancy. The Su n Kin g. New York, 1966.
Norton, Lucy, ed. and trans. Saint -Simon at Versaill es.

New York, 1980.
Rule, John C., ed. Louis XIV and the Craft of King ship

.

Columbus, Ohio, 1969.
Souchal, Francois, et al. French Sculptors of t he Reign of

Louis XIV, 3 vols. Oxford, 1977-87.
Tadgell, Christopher. Gab rie l . Oxford, 1978.
Thornton, Peter. Seventeen th Century Inte ri or Decoration in

E n j^a n d F £§.n c e_a n d_H o 1_ l_a n d . New Haven, 1978.
Van der Kemp, Gerald. Ve r_s a 1_ l_e s . London, 1978.
Verlett, Pierre. French Ca bi netmakers of the Eighteenth

Cent ur y . Paris, 1963.
L a_M a i^s on_d u _XV 1 1 1_e _S i^e c ]^e _e n_F . Paris,

1966.
Walton, Guy. Lo uis XIV's Versailles. Chicago, 1986

( paperback , 1988 ) .

Watson, F.J.B. Wa l_]_a c e _C q]^]^e c ^i^qn _C a t a ]^o g_u ^ F ur ni tur e .

London, 1956.
Wolf, John B. bquqs_X^V. New York, 1968.

Suitable for secondary students are:

Behrens, C.B.A. The Ancien Regime. New York, 1967.

Goubert, Pierre. L o uqs_X IV_ a nd_T w e n t Mq j_ i, o n_F r e n c hm .

New York, 1970; paperback, 1972.


