This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=aStTbKs0rNYC&ie=ISO-8859-1&output=pdf







L,)






WAR IN PRACTICE















Uios
3

PRINTED BY
WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS, LIMITED,
LONDON AND BECCLES.















CONTENTS.

———
CHAPTER
I. STRATEGY AND GENERAL CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS
II, THE ATTACK . . . . . . .
III. DEFENCE . . . . . . . .
IV. THE SELECTION OF GROUND AND POSITIONS. .
V. FORTIFICATION . . . . N . .
VI. OUTPOSTS AND PROTECTIVE SCREENS . . .
VII. ARMS AND ARMAMENTS . . . . .
APPENDIX.—A TyprICAL POSITION . . . .

INDEX . . . . . . . . . .

PAGE

15
42
76
108
141
200

242
267

271






LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

—
PAGE
Seion Kop . . . . . . Fyontispiece
ARMOURED TRAIN . . . . . . . . 30
HarT’s HILL, SHOWING THE SANGARS . . . . 47
CoNTINUOUS TRENCHES ON VAAL KRANTZ . . ]

BOER GUN-EMPLACEMENT ON TUGELA HEIGHTS . . 102

CHILD’S HILL, FROM THE SOUTH-WEST, SHOWING CON-
VEX AND CONCAVE SLOPES . « . . 110

BOER SAND-BAG FORT: MAFEKING . . . . 147
SPRING-GUN ON FENCE . . . . . . . 16§
Goop LooPHOLES (PIET RETIEF) . . . ', . 165
COVERED-IN TRENCH, IN COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION . 176
COVERED-IN TRENCH . . . . . . 176
TyPICAL BLOCK-HOUSE . . . ) . . . 178
TyYPICAL BLOCK-HOUSE . . . . . . . 178
FLAT-ROOFED BLOCK-HOUSE . . . . . . 180

A Look-ouT TOWER . . . . . . . 18

AN ARMOURED WAGGON . . . . . . 186



12 LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

BOER GUN-EMPLACEMENT . . . .
TRANSVAAL ARTILLERY BEFORE LADYSMITH
“LoNG ToM” BEFORE MAFEKING . . .

COLENSO: SPOT WHERE THE GUNS WERE LOST

LIST OF DIAGRAMS.

CONCENTRATION OF FIRE . . . .

PosTs PROTECTED FROM EACH OTHER’S FIRE .

PROFILES OF HILLS . . . . .
RELATIVE COMMAND . . . . .
POSITION AT BASE OF SLOPE . . . .
DIAGONAL SHELTER-PITS . . .

ViEw FrROM LEVEL OF TRENCH

NARROW LOOPHOLES LIMIT FIRE . . .

SEMICIRCULAR ALL-ROUND TRENCH FOR SIX MEN

HEAD-COVER . . o . . .

NOTCHED PARAPET . . .
PLAN OF LOOPHOLES . . .
COVERED-IN TRENCH . . . . .

A TypicAL POSITION . . . .

PAGE
230

234
250
256

PAGE

83

93
110
119
120
152
157
160
162
164
167
168
177
269





























































































































































































THE ATTACK. 75

It is desirable to consider beforehand what will
be done with the position when taken. It will
usually have to be defended against a possible
counter attack. If so, is it suitable for defence, and
are the means at hand to intrench it? At Spion
Kop, after capturing the hill, it was found to be
very difficult to dig trenches ; the ground in front
was so little exposed to fire that the enemy could
creep close up, and there was no good water supply
available.
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FORTIFICATION. 199

Fords and fordable rivers may be rendered prac-
tically impassable by deepening with trenches or
dams, or by placing obstacles, such as barbed wires
or abattis, under water.

To prevent guns and waggons crossing over stra-
tegic lines in the Transvaal, dizckes were dug between
block-houses, over which it would be impossible to
get wheeled vehicles without delay, which would
enable the troops in the block-houses to open fire
upon them.










































































































































OUTPOSTS AND PROTECTIVE SCREENS. 241

As soon as a force halts, advanced and rear Ad-
guards become outposts, and it becomes necessary, vanced
though often difficult, to at once select good ;g;:s"
positions for occupation, in case of sudden attack. when

At Vlakfontein, General Dixon’s rear guard, halted.
consisting of 230 yeomanry, two guns, and a
company of infantry, were halted, when the view
became obstructed by clouds of smoke from a
large grass fire. Suddenly a large body of Boers,
estimated at 1200, dashed upon them ; and the
troops, not being allotted to selected positions,

were defeated, and the guns temporarily captured.
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280 INDEX.

camp, 99-100 ; standing to arms

of, 100

Tugela, the, 22 ; Sir Redvers Buller
on, 27, 53

Tweefontein, 191, 219

U.

Uitval Nek (see also Zillikat’s),
surrender of Greys and Lincolns
at, 25, 100

V.

Vaal, the, what Boers might have
done at, 22-23

Victorians, 229

Viljoen, Ben, 229-230

Vlakfontein, General Dixon’s rear-
guard at, 241

W,

Waggons, armoured, use of, in
defence, 186

‘Wagon Hill, ro1, 142, 265

‘Warmbaths, abattis round, 1979

‘Warming, means of, 189

‘Water supply, 128, 137

‘Weapons, long-range, §8

Wepener,_ 24, 8o, 87, 142 .

‘White, Sn: George, hemmed in at
Ladysmith, 17, 24

Willow Grange, 121

‘Winburg, 8o

Woods, defence of, 126

Works, independence of, 155, 156

Y.

Yule’s, General, retreat from
Dundee, 232

Z.

Zillikat’s Nek (sez also Uitval),
troops badly posted at, 46 ; re-
occupation of, 49, 198

Zuurfontein, 80 ; trenches at, 176 ;
means of communication at, 188

THE END.















