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PREFACE by the TRANSLATOR.

Threatened with invafion by our ancient and inveterate ene-

mies, who are emboldened in their ambitious projects by un-
precedented fuccefs upon the Continent, and who have haughtily

refufed to negotiate with us upon an equitable footing. I think it

incumbent upon me to lay before my countrymen an authentic

ftatemenc of the calamities to which they would be expofed,

ffiould the invaders unexpeilediy make good a landing, and for a

ffiort time maintain their ground upon any part of this illand.

I am indeed convinced, that fuch unlooked for and partial advan-
tages would be followed by their ipeedy and total overthrow, and
that Britons ftand in need of no incentives to induce them to

repel the aflaults of their enemies with vigour and alacrity
;
but

as leveral of our news-papers have, throughout the war, perfided

in praifing the regularity and feverity of French difcipline, and
have purpofely reprefented the republican armies as the proteibors

of the indullrious peafantry and mechanics, I feel it my duty to

counter-til the effeil of fuch ill founded applaufe, and fuch wil-

ful mifreprefentation, by publilhing the following detail of the

cruelties infliiled by the French officers and foldiers, not only upon
the rich and the powerful, but upon every clais of people relident

in the countries where^they have carried their luccefsful arms. I

will not do my countrymen the injudice to ftippofe, that many of
them have been milled by the artful difcourfes of defigning men

;

nor can I allow myfelf to. think that they would patiently lilien to

the peftilential doilrines of democratic em.flVies and ferocious

Jacobines; but as under the mildeft and wifed governments there

are.fome, who, alike bankrupts in fortune and reputation, are eager
to fubvert the eftablifhments in church and date, with the view of
enriching themlelves by plunder, and of arriving at the enjoyment
of that power which they would exercife with the mod unrelenting
defpotil’m $

and as there mult alfo be leveral perfons, who, with
well-intentioned but feeble minds, are likely to imbibe the fpecious

but dangerous opinions of fuch inlidious men, it is expedient to
prove by well-attelled fails, that the Soldiers of Liberty and
Equality are the avowed enemies to the welfare of the people, and
that they place their chief g ory in violating every principle of
religion and honour, and in trampling upon every thing that is dean
to lcciety, and neceflary to the happinefs of man. And if there be
amongd Britons lbme who have been deluded into a beliet that
French principles, introduced and fupperted by French foldiers, are
more likely to produce general happinefs than our prefent excellent
conditution, I am not without earned hopes, that after a perufai
of the following fails, they will not only repent of and relinquish

their errors, but Ihudder at the name of Revolution
, and be anxi-

ous to revenge upon our enemies the numeious wrongs which they
have fo wantonly and repeatedly infliiled upon humanity.
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The fubfequent detail is fele£led from a much more copious

collection of fails, taken by the magiftrates from the fufferers in

feveral diftnil?, by order of their reipeftive governments, and
publillted under the fanilion of their authority

5
and the original

was lately fent to me by a gentleman of Stuttgard, in the duchy of
Wirtemberg, of the molt unquestionable veracity, whofe fituation

and employment enable him to procure information, and to fpeak

with certitude, and who allured me that the account was perfectly

conformable to truth, and wholly free from exaggeration. I am
not ignorant however, that in defiance of fuch refpeilable tefti-

mony, and notwithftanding the details carry with them the ftrong-

eft internal evidence of authenticity, fome of our—too licentious

—

news-papers will malevolently reprefent this feleilion as a tilfue of
falfehoods and improbabilities, fabricated in this country by feme
venal partifan of adminillration, for the purpofe of alarming the

well-affe6led, and increafing the amount of the voluntary contri-

butions
;
but it has been already amply evinced that Britilh

public fpirit and liberality do not require excitement by fuch un-
worthy devices

j
and I requell the Editors of thofe news-papers to

obferve, that I publifh with no other view than that of ferving

my country to the belt of my ability j that I am an independent

man, unconnefled with any, and unknown to moll of the mem-
bers of adminillration

;
and that holding French principles in ex-

treme abhorrence, I think it my bounden duty to alfiii in check-

ing their baneful progrefs, and in pourtraying their profelfors and
fupporters in the colours which their nefarious practices lb well

deferve.

The original account contains a variety of names of obfeure

towns and perfons, which were neceflary for the fatisfablion of

the Germans, and efpecially of thofe more immediately in the

neighbourhood of the injured diftri£ls, hut which I have omit-

ted, together with much repetition of fa£ts, as they would only

fatigue the attention of the Reader, without adding to his in-

formation.

In relating fome of the horrid actions of the French, I have

endeavoured, I hope with fuccefs, to couch them in fuch terms as

will not prove offenfive to the ear of delicacy and of modelly
j

and 1 trull that no apology will be deemed necelfary for the

ftpong expiefilons frequently applied to the perpetrators of crimes

hitherto without example, and deierving the fevered: animad-

verfion that it is in the power of language to bellow.

I conclude with the hope that I lliall not have written in vain,

and that my countrymen will readily excufe the inaccuracies of a
hurried publication.

Anth. Aufrere•



FRENCH CRUELTY.

INTRODUCTION.

"OEFORE we commence a detail of the various

•^enormities committed by a faithlefs and rapacious

enemy, it is neceflary to ftate, that they were for the

moft part perpetrated after a convention had been agreed

upon and figned, and after great facri frees had been
made, with the hope of protecting the inhabitants.

The French eroded the Rhine upon the 23d and
24th of June 179b, and the convention was iigned

upon the 17th, the 25th, and the 27th of July, including

the diltriCts where the following outrages were after-

wards committed. Several proclamations were alfo if-

fued by the enemy, afluring the inhabitants that their

religion, property, perfons, laws, rights, and cuftoms,

fhould be refpeCted and preferved inviolate ; and the

fame aflurances were publicly and folemnly given to the

fubjects of the houfe of Auftria, in the circle of Suabia.

But it will be feen, that this was only ufed as a malk,
under which the enemy might act with greater certainty

of fuccefs, and that they were guilty of crimes too atro-

cious to be credited, were they not attefted by men of
the molt indifputable honour and veracity. The recol-

lection ol them will for ever be impreffed upon the
minds of the men of Suabia, and the melancholy {lory

will be handed down from generation to generation, to

the indelible difgrace of the lelf-entitled Great Nation .

A 3 I mail
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I fhall think my trouble amply rewarded, fhould the

reader feel that the enemies of our country would never
have been degraded to the loweft ftage of brutality and
inhumanity, if the revolution had not extinguifhed in

them the laIt fparks of religion and of virtue; and I fhall

be fatisfied, if the perufal of thefe flieets induce my fel-

low fubjects to exclaim with enthufiafm, “ God pre-

ferve our Religion, our Country
, our Confiitution, our

Sovereign, and our Fidelity !”

The following are the principal Conditions of the

Convention, agreed upon between the Republic

of France, the Duke of Wirtemberg, the

Margrave of Baden, and the Circle of Suabia.

The duke of Wirtemberg agreed to pay to

the Republic of France the fum of four

millions of livres, of which one million

was to be paid in ten days, two millions

in the two following decades, and the

fourth million in two months afterwards, Florins,

making in German florins - - 1,83^,333
He alfo agreed to furnifh the Republic with

4,000 horfes ofthe value of 15 louis each,

making - 660,000
And with 200 horfes of the value of 30

louis each, making - - 66,000

Alfo with 100,000 quintals of bread corn,

which, at 8 florins the hundred weight, is - 800,000

with 50,000 facks of oats, which, at

8 florins the fack, is - 400,000
—— with 100,000 quintals of hay, which,

at 3 florins the cwt. is 300,000

And with 50,000 pairs of (hoes, which, at

2 florins the pair, is 100,000

Making in all, the fum of 4,159*333

or £. 378,120 Sterlin j

The
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The Margrave of Baden agreed to pay to

the Republic two millions of livres at

the fame periods as above, making
He alfo agreed to furnifli 1,400 horfes, each

of the value of 15 louis, making
— alfo 500 oxen, each of the value of 10

louis, making - -

— alfo 2 5,000 quintals of bread com, which,

at 8 florins the cwt. is

— alfo 12,000 fafcks of oats, which, at 8

florins the fack, is

— alfo 50,000 quintals of hay, which, at 3
florins the cwt.is--

Aixf2 5,ooo pairs of {hoes, which, at 2 florins

the pair, is

Making in all the fum of - -

or about 154,424 Sterling.

The Circle of Suabia agreed to pay to the

Republic the fum of 12 millions of livres

at different early periods, making
Alfo to furnifh 400 horfes, each of the value

of 30 louis, making—— 4,000 horfes, at 20 louis, making -

And 4,000 horfes of the value of 15 louis

each, making -

—— 5,000 oxen, each of the value of 10
louis, making -

1 50,000 quintals of bread corn,which,
at 8 florins the cwt. is—— 100,000 facks of oats, which, at 8 flo-

rins the fack, is

150,000 quintals of hay, which, at 3
florins the cwt. is

And 100,600 pairs of (hoes, which, at 2 flo-

rins the pair, is

Florins.

9i6,bb6

231.000

55.000

200.000

96.000

1 50.000

50.000

1,698,666

Florins.

5,500,000

132.000
880.000

650.000

550.000

1
,200,000

800,oco

450.000

200.000

A 4

10,372,000

And



And the abbeys, convents, and prelates, in

the Circle of Suabia, agreed to pay to the

Republic the fum cf 7 millions of livres,

making - - - 3,208,333

Making in all the fum of - - 13,580,333
cr about £. 1,234,575 Sterling.

So that, in the whole, the French received

from this fingle province, in money, and £. Sterling,

articles of different kinds, the fum of - 1,767,1 19

For thefe great facrifices general Moreau promifed
that the perfons and property of the inhabitants fhould,

in the firibteft manner, be refpedted and undifturbed by
the troops of the Republic; that the feveral diftricis

fhould remain under their refpective cuftomary forms of
government, and be in no wife molefled in their religion,

laws, and cuftoms ; that what fhould be delivered to the

French armies for their fubfiftence fhould, after the con-
vention was figned, be coniidered as part of the feveral

contributions lo agreed to; and that what the foidiers

fhould purchafe of individuals fhould be paid for in

cafh.

We fhall now fee how righteoufly thefe promifes were
performed.

At the clofe of July 1796, the French army, in two
columns, drew nigh to the Auftrian territories in Suabia ;

and upon the third of Augufi, the advanced guard of the

fight wing of the army of the Rhine and Mofelle, com-
manded by brigadier general Abbatucci, appeared be-

fore Altort, the chief town of the Auftrian government;

whilft the general of divifion Ferino (who, before the re-

volution, had been a fubaltern officer in the Imperial re-

giment of Bender) advanced at the head of the main
body towards Aulendorf, and the column under the

command of the general of divifion Tarreau, marched

towards the lake of Conftance, and lpread itfelf over the

adjacent country. The number of perfons in the Au-
flrian
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Arian territory, who confidered the French as a fort of*

demi-gods, come to deliver them from fancied ills, and

from all the duties of a fubjedl, and to procure them the

enjoyment of the moff unbridled liberty and equality,

was far from inconfiderable ; and the neighbouring towns
difcovered fymptoms of a difpofition but too favourable

to the enemy, and prejudicial to the Imperial army. But
the appearance of the French in their own"undifguifed

form, and the barbarous excefles which announced and

accompanied their intentions, by betraying their real

views, caufed a fpeedy change in the fentiments of the

peafantry, in which they were foon joined by the inhabi-

tants of the towns.

Upon the 4th of Augufl, Ferino required from the

town of Altorf a prefent of 300 louis for himfelf and
the officers of his ftaff, for which he promifed his future

protection to that place and its inhabitants. In like

manner Tarreau extorted 125 louis from five fmall

villages, vvhilft his worthy colleague Stouhlen, the com-
miflary at war, at the fame time impofed the moft exor-

bitant contributions of provifions and clothing, the greater

part of which he fold, and then exacted the delivery of

fimilar articles. Such oppreffive conduct, joined to the

ravages of the foldiery and their inhuman treatment of
the inhabitants, fo enraged the peafantry, that they took
up arms to oppofe force by force, and fome villagers ac-

tually attacked a detachment of 30 men belonging to the

brigade of general Roufieau, who had, during their march,
committed a variety of excefles, and of whom they killed

five, wounded feveral, and put the reft to flight. Upon
the 8th of Augufl: this account was brought to that

general, who was then at Altorf, and who ordered the

Ifricleft fearch to be made for the ringleaders, when fix

peafants were brought before him, and every one trem-
bled for their lives, and the fafety of their yillage. But
Roufl'eau adled with more humanity and juftice than
perhaps any other general in ‘the French army would
have done on fuch an occafion ; for after confining the

peafants during feveral days, he reckoned as part of their

punifhment their conftant apprehenfion of approaching
death, and difcharged them, after requiring and receiving

A 5 an



[ 10 ]

an oblation of 200 louis, which were readily given to him,

with great admiration of his lenity.

The prudence and activity of the chief magiftrate had

faved Altorf from much oppreijion, and its future fecu-

rity was thought to be enfured by the appearance of an

Imperial detachment upon the 29th of September, which

was received with the greateft joy by the inhabitants,

when their hopes wTere moft cruelly difappointed by a

dreadful engagement upon the following day. For the

Auftrian general Klingling, at the head of 2400 men,
having taken a pofition in the neighbourhood of Altorf,

and his advanced guard having repulfed a patrole of fixty

French hufiars, tnis fkirmifh gave time for the main
body of the French under general Ferino to advance,

when the engagement loon became ferious and general,

and the Auftrians having planted their artillery upon a

hill fouth of the town, the French in three columns, to

the number of 10,000, pufhed forward in front of the

battery and of a tremendous cannonade with fuch vi-

gour, that the Auftrians were under the neceflity of re-

treating. Still however they continued to engage with

great bravery in the ftreets of Altorf, upon the neigh-

bouring heights, and within the walls of the Benedidtine

abbey of Weingarten, in hopes that they fhould be re-

inforced by general Mercantin, according to the plan

which had been arranged. But fuch were the force and

fituation of the French army, that general Mercantin

was not even able to inform Klingling of the obftacles

which prevented the intended junction ; and to this is to

be attributed the ill fuccefs of the day.

The abbey fuffered feverely both' during and after

the engagement; for 500 of the enemy, burning with

rage and greedy of plunder, rufhed into the convent,

rifled every coffer and every clofet, ranlacked every

room from the garret to the cellar, deftroyed the

greateft part of the furniture, beat and wounded
the priefts and their attendants, robbed them of the

money in their pockets, and carried away all the plate,

linen, cloth, leather, and other articles, exclaiming,

that it was their lawful booty. During thefe tranfadlions,

the fame were carrying on in the town of Altorf, and

many
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many boufes were pillaged even during the engagement.

But this was only a prelude to greater and continued

perfecution ; for during five long and forrowful days

were the town and convent abandoned to the extortions

of the cotmniffaries and officers, and to the excefles and

rapacity of the foldiers. It feemed as if hell had opened,

and difcharged upon Altorf its moft reprobate and

execrable demons ; for there is no enormity, however hor-

rible, that was not perpetrated during thofe painfully me-
morable days.

The troops had no fooner quitted the abbey, than the

commiffaries appeared there for the purpofe of plundering

in the name of the French Republic, by exadfing the

mod: unheard of contributions, which were extorted by

force of arms, and under menaces of conflagration and

the (word. The whole flock of corn, of different kinds,

all the cattle, all the wine and lpirits, and, in ihort, all the

neceffaries of life, were ordered to be delivered, either at

the camp or into the hands of thofe privileged locufts.

One loaded waggon fucceeded another, conveying away
the plunder

;
and at laff, the empty cafks, lacks, and

common houfehold furniture were carried off, the horfes

were ftolen out of the fields, many of the articles were
fold or wantonly deflroyed, and others were infilled upon
in their Head. T he furv of thefe banditti increafed in

proportion as their booty was diminiflied by their nu-
merous thefts j and under pretence of fearching for hid-

den treafure and concealed arms, they were guilty of the

moft barbarous excefles. Whoever refufed to part with
the fhirt upon his back was coniidered as a confpirator

againft the French Republic, accufed of not being a good
patriot, and cruelly beaten, or maimed with a broad fword ;

and the prelate of the abbey was upon the point of being
hanged vvhilft on his way to entreat the clemency of the

commander in chief, and was laved only by the timely

interference ofan officer, who was more than commonly
humane.

In the courfe of the firft night after the engagement,
fome of the foldiers purpofcly and wantonly let fire to
two houfes in the town, and would not permit any at-

tempts to be made to quench the flames# Several other

A 6 houfes
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houfes were more than half confirmed by fire, in confe-
quence of their fcattering red hot coals and burning
candles about the rooms, under the beds, and amongft
every heap of combuftibles they could difcover, fo that

nothing but the great vigilance and exertions of the

proprietors could have prevented the entire deftruclion

of the town.

When Altorf was reduced to fuch poverty as to afford

no further temptation to the pillagers, they fpread them-
felves in bands over the furrounding country, attacked

the cottages and habitations of the peafantry (to whom
they had promifed liberty, equality, and affluence) rifled

their pockets, deftroyed their furniture, tore up the floors

of their rooms, cut open the mattreffes and feather beds,

dug up the ground in the cellars and gardens, turned over

even the contents of the privies, in hopes of finding fome
concealed treafure, returned fix or feven times to the

fame houfes, and never quitted them until they had left

nothing behind them but the bare walls. Oxen, cows,

and fwrne were either driven off, cut in pieces upon the

fpot, or left cruelly mutilated
;
geefe and poultry were

carried away either dead or alive; and fuch provilions as

could not either be confumed or conveyed away were

trodden under foot, or mixed with fand, afhes, and or-

dure; nor did thefe ruffians fpare even the ftores of bread,

which it is ufual in that country to keep dried for con-

fumption in the winter. Many cellars were left half full

of wine, which had run from the cafks they wantonly

had ftaved; and the houfes were long afterwards impreg-

nated with the vapour of the brandy which they had

pourefl about the rooms in the mod: wafteful manner.

They deftroyed even the milk-pails and all the 'appen-

dages of the dairy; and in many dwellings there was

not even a bench or a chair unbroken. The peafants

were fometimes threatened with immediate death, and

fometimes put to extreme torture, in order to procure a

difeovery of money and other valuables, which they were

acculed of having concealed ;
and many were leverely

wounded and crippled, either by muiket balls, blows with

the but-ends of the firelocks, or firokes of the broad

9 fword.
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fword. The deepeft and moft apparent poverty was not

even a prote&ion againft them ; .for beggars were Grip-

ped of their rags ;
and the number of thofe who were

left without a (hirt upon their backs is by no means in-

confiderable. Grey hairs and lifping infancy, the Tick,

the dying, and even women in labour, were alike ex-

pofed to the moft inhuman treatment, and were dragged

from their beds, kicked about, and frequently wounded,

under pretence that they were the keepers of concealed

treafure. The women and children, who attempted to

efcape, were purfued, plundered, and violated; and girls

from ten to twelve years of age were deprived of their

innocence and health by thefe republican barbarians.

Neither age nor infirmity, nor yet the moft oftenfive

diforders, were able to let bounds to their more than

brutal luft ; and ten, twelve, and even twenty of thefe

depraved wretches are known fucceffively to have grati-

fied their paifions with the fame object, whilft their

fhamelefs colleagues either kept guard at the door, or

held loaded piftols and fixed bayonets at the head of the

unhappy fufterer. Even in the infirmary near Wein-
garten did thefe cannibals commit the fame horrid crimes,

and outrage perfons fuffering under the moft difgufting

maladies, and fuch as preclude them from communica-
tion with the reft of mankind. But delicacy forms no
part of the character of the French republican

; for at

Heidenheim they ufed as fpits for their meat the iron

fpikes upon which they had found the heads of fome lately

executed malefactors, and made their fire with the wheels
upon which the corpfes had been expofed. Even the

bodies of young women, who had expired under their

barbarity, and of women who but a few hours before

had been in labour, were made ufe of to fatiate the infer-

nal luft of thefe monfters in human fhape, degraded far

beneath the beafts of the field. With menaces of flaugh-

ter, with blows, with unfheathed fabres, and with loaded

mufkets, they enforced univerfal fubmifiion ; and dread-

ful was their revenge when their inclinations were re-

fitted. Whilft they were plundering, deftroying, dis-

honouring, and committing fuch excelTes as humanity
Ihudders to relate, at the village of Ingoldingen, from
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the fecond to the fourth of October, fix or eight volun-

teers rutoed into the houfe of Jacob Furft, a farmer,

whofe wife they ill-treated, and threatened with infiant

death if {he refufed to confent to their defires ; but that

refolute woman declaring that toe had rather meet death

than ditoonour, attacked the ruffians, and, afiifted by her

hufband, who fortunately came in, drove them out of the

houfe. Determined however to revenge themfclves,

they fet fire to the dwelling, which, wfith the furniture,

granary, and every thing but the cattle, became a prey

to the flames. Three other houfes met a fimilar fate,

and the damages fu Rained by this and an adjoining vil-

lage amounted, in contributions and in Ioffes by plun-

der and conflagration, to the fum of 44,824 florins, or

above £. 4,000 ftorling.

Not a ,trace of decency, not the lead regard to religion

and its cuftoms, appeared in the condudt of the French

foldiery. In the churches they broke open the pyx, tram-

pled the hod under foot, carried away the communion
plate and the robes of the priefls, dedroyed the cruci-

fixes and other images, and treated wfith ignominy every

thing that is deemed holy by the catholic, and refpe£ted

by the well-meaning man of every religion. In one of

the villages, where the church was dripped of its orna-

ments, and the minider completely pillaged, they placed

upon the altar the figure of Satan, which they had taken

from the reprefentation of the Redeemer tempted in the

defert ; and in another village they placed a crucifix be-

fore the fire, and, amidd toouts of mod indecent mirth,

turned it round like meat roading upon a fpit, whild the

grey-headed minider of the parito, at the venerable age

of eighty-three, was not only plundered and infulted, but

f’everely beaten, as a reward for the hofpitality with which

he had received them. And indeed it ought not to be

forgotten, that, with very few exceptions, the mod brutal

actions and the greated exceffes were committed in the

houfes of thofe, who, by anticipation of their witoes, or

promptitude in execution of their orders, endeavoured to

difarm their ferocity, and fecure protection and tran-

quillity.

It was not until the fifth of October that this didri£t

was
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was relieved from the Republican troops, and from the

tribe of Jews, fpies, and traitorous informers, the refufe

of Suabia, who had followed the F rench army, and greatly

contributed to increafe the diftrefles of the people. Upon
'the 6th of Odfober the lmperialifts were welcomed
with a joy as fmcere and univerfal as was the deteftation

of the Republicans and their principles.

The damages fuftainedby the Abbey of Weingarten,

by pillage and requifitions, amounted to 257,082 florins;

thofe incurred by the town of Altorf, to 93,229 florins;

and the whole amount of the damages fuftained by this

diftrict was 500,000 florins, or upwards of 45,000/.
fterling.

PFULLENDORF.
Upon the fecond of Auguft 1796, a divifion of the

column under the orders of general Ferino marched
through this village, when fome chafleurs belonging to

the advanced guard entered a fhop, and forcibly took filk

handkerchiefs and other goods to the value of 100 florins,

for which they offered fome aflignats in payment ; but upon
the ihopkeeper refufing to take fuch ufelefs paper, they

ftruck at him with their fabres, and left the fhop with

fhouts of laughter and torrents of abufe. Five others

entered the houfe of one of the magiftrates, loudly afking

for wine -and vi&uals, with which they were fpeedily and

amply ferved, and for which they teftifled their gratitude,

by robbing their entertainer of his watch and mon6y.
The fame night they threatened an inhabitant with death

for telling an officer, who wanted to put his carriage into

his barn, that there was no room for it; and his life was
with difficulty faved by a magiftrate, who had him con-

veyed to the town prifon (as a place of fafety from the

enemy) under promife that he fhould be punifhed.

In tire neighbouring village ofNeubronn, belonging to

the prince of Furftenberg-, fix riflemen impofed a con-
tribution of 300 florins, or about 27 L fterling, pillaged

feveral houfes, and fo ill-treated fuch as endeavoured to

protect: their property, and to refift the infults offered to

their wives and daughters, that many honeft and induftri-

©us labourers were reduced to the gr^ateft diftrefs.
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If the rough and barbarous manner in which tnefe

firmed ruffians extorted what they wanted excited terror

and deteftation, their intemperance gave rife to an equal

degree of aflonifhment ; for two Frenchmen w’ould

devour at a meal as much as would lerve three hard-

working Germans during three or four days; and be-

tween the hours of two and nine, they would frequently

have three complete meals, which tfiey generally moift-

ened with whole rivers of wine, plentifully fweetened

with fugar, and ufually ffrengthened with cherry-

brandy.

Pfuilendorf and the adjacent villages fuffered, howe-
ver, but little, in comparifon with other places, until the

enemy began to retreat, when the French not only car-

ried away or deftroyed all the forage and corn they could

find, but fo entirely demolifhed a fmall hamlet in the

neighbourhood, by breaking the windows, forcing open
the doors, and deltroying all the beds and other furniture

in the houfes, as to oblige the owners to have recourfe

to their neighbours for lodging and fubfiftence. After the

engagement at Biberach, upon die id of Odtober, which

was very definitive on both fides, without altering the

fituation of affairs, the French main hofpital was remov-
ed to Pfuilendorf. The enormity of the requifitions for

this hofpital was equalled only by the wafte and the frauds

committed by the officiers de fante (the phyficians and

furgeons) who publicly fold the fugar, and were more
occupied in bargaining for the fale of fuch other articles

as they had extorted, than bufied in attending to the

wants of the fick.

Upon the 5th of Otober, general Moreau himfelf

fixed his head quarters at Pfuilendorf, and was followed

by his whole army, which was diftributed about the

country, and, like the preceding hordes, rendered itfeif

for ever infamous by the gratification of every favage

paffion, the commiffion of every fort of excefs, and the

practice of every fpecies of extortion. A brave fellow,

who had affifled in driving fome of the plunderers out of

the village he inhabited, was afterwards recognized and

fhot; as were two farmers in another ^village, whilft en-

deavouring to prevent their doors from being forced

open.
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open. A fervant at the hofpital of Pfullendorf, whe
ferved as guide to a dragoon, was fhot by the blood-

thirfty villain without any provocation, and fo grievoufly

wounded, that he fhortly after expired. Two labourers

and a lhoe-maker were murdered in another place by

fome of the flraggling foldiers, for attempting to prevent

forne atrocious action, and for threatening to ring the

alarm bell. A poor woman, 60 years of age, who was
gleaning in a field, was forcibly thrown down by one of

the republican barbarians, and menaced with death if fhe

did not yield to his brutal defires, whilft another flood

with his bayonet at the breafl of her aged hufband, and

forced him to be a witnefs of his wife’s difhonour. A
church was broken open and plundered, and the mini-

ller’s houfe compleatly rifled, under the eyes of general

Moreau himfelf, who, to the lamentations of thefufferer,

contemptuoufly replied, tl I cannot prevent it”—and

quietly betook himfelf to his favourite cherry-brandy, in

which he indulged himfelf to excefs, like the meaneit of

his foldiers.

Amongft the commifiaries, who pillaged in the name
of the Republic, one Nicolas particularly diflinguifhed

himfelf
; for having fuddenly required, as abfolutely ne-

ceflary for the army, the delivery of fuch an immenfe
quantity of hay and corn as, he was told, could not pof-

fibly be procured in fo fhort a time as he had mentioned,
he made no fcruple of declaring, that if a weighty purfe

were offered to him for his own private ufe, he would
fay nothing more about the requifition ; and having
cheated a miller in the weight of the flour delivered by him,
he extorted from him upwards of 13 louis, as a coinpen-
fation for the pretended deficiency. Out of the many in-

fiances of fraud committed by the commifiaries, we will

mention one, which in feveral refpedls is not a little cha-
radlerillic. One evening two of thofe harpies required

the delivery of 3000 pounds weight of beef upon the

following morning ; but the butcher fufpecting it to be
a fcherne to extort money, applied to an officer upon the
ftafr, who immediately agreed in opinion with the
butchers, and gave them a note to the commanding offi-

cer, who exprefTed the fame opinion, but added, u It is

not
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not in my power to protect you againft thefe blood- fuck-
ers, and I mult therefore advife you to comply with their

demands/’ They followed his advice, were employed
the whole night in flaughtering their bealts, and were
told the next day that the meat was not wanted.

WALD SEE.
Before the armies of the French Republic overran?

vexed, and defolated the Circle ofSuabia, the inhabitants

of the little town of Waldfee were enabled to form a

corredl judgment of the charadler of the Republican
troops, from the condudt of the French prifoners who
had been originally quartered there between the 2ift of

December 1795 and the 6th of July 1796, fo that they

heard of the approach of this lawlefs horde with more
apprehenfions than the inhabitants of moll other places.

The French behaved more like conquerors than pri-

foners, not only towards the inhabitants, but towards the

Aullrian officers and foidiers ; and when they heard that

the whole French army had eroded the Rhine, their out-

rageous joy knew no bounds. They infulted the inhabi-

tants in the grolfell terms, repaid the kindnefles they

had received with infolence; and even with blowr
s, began

to pillage the houfes of the peafantry, robbed the gar-

dens around the town, laid wafte the com fields, endea-

voured forcibly to difhonour women and children, and

by numerous excefTes abufed the kind and noble manner

in which they had been treated by the Aullrians. Se-

veral of the officers deceived the vigilance of the garri-

fon, and making excurfions to the neighbouring free

Imperial towns of Jl^venfpurg and Biberach, reconnoi-

tred the country, and found many who, either out of in-

terell or from attachment to the emiffaries of liberty and

equality, degraded themfelves by carrying on a traitorous

correfpondence with the enemy, and forwarding the dif-

patches of the prifoners to the Directory, fo that it is

no longer to be wondered at that the leader of the Re-

publican armies fliould polTels fuch a circumflantial

knowledge of every diilridl through which' he was to

pals.

Upon
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Upon the 28th of July the Imperial general Frolich,

at the head of his corps, quitted Waldfee, where he had

arrived upon the preceding day, and being too weak:

fuccefsfully to contend with the l'uperior numbers under

the command of general Ferino, withdrew by Wurzach
towards the Danube. He was followed by the emi-

grant legion, amounting to nine or ten thoufand men,
who upon the fecond of Auguft were at fo fhort a dif-

tance from Waldfee, that Ferino’s advanced guard had

pufhed within a mile and a half of their rear. Upon
the following day a detachment of French infantry en-

tered the town, and whilft their commanding officer

was endeavouring to perfuade the magiftrates that the

inhabitants fhould enjoy the moft perfect fecurity both

in perfon and property, his foldiers forcibly entered the

fhops and carried away what they thought proper. The
officer indeed ordered the goods to be reftored, and ap-

pointed a non-commiffioned officer to execute his com-
mands ; but only a few trifling articles were returned,

and the non-commiffioned officer publicly divided the

reft of the fpoil amongft his comrades, not failing to take

due care of himfelf. Reeling with wine, and loaded

with plunder, they quitted Waldfee in the evening, and
were next morning fucceeded by another detachment,

five of whom haftened to a chapel, which they broke
open, and pillaged of the communion plate j after which
they proceeded to a neighbouring village, plundered fe-

veral houfes, and fired 15 times at one Beckhinger, a

miller, who defended his property like a hero, and who,
without being himfelf wounded, fhot one of the robbers

dead upon the fpot, broke the leg of another, and put the

reft to flight. In the mean time, thofe in the town re-

velled in abundance, took the watches from the pockets

of the inhabitants, and under pretence of paying in fpecie

for what they wanted, forced the tradefmen to open their

fhops, took what articles they chofe, and paid for them in

mandats and affignats.

Upon the 7th of Auguft, the advanced guard of the

column commanded by general Ferino, amounting to

4,000 men, under the orders ofgeneral Abbatucci, entered

Waldfee,
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Waldfee, which was now obliged to provide, not only

for this army, but alfo for the numerous out-^pofts beyond
the town. A contribution of 15,000 pounds weight of

bread, and 4,000 bottles of wine, commenced the lift of

requifitions, which fuccecded each other almoft without

intermiftion, and were rendered the more oppreftive from
the danger which every convoy of corn and cattle in-

curred from the enemy ; for whatever fell into the hands

of the out-pofts, though deftined for the fupply of the

army, became a prey to thefe ungovernable banditti : the

peafantry, going to the town, were robbed of their ffioes,

blockings, and wearing apparel ; and even the waggons
and horles that brought wine and provifions for the troops

were feizcd and fent away, and the owners were fre-

quently detained, and forced to follow the army during

feveral days, and even weeks, until they could purchafe

their liberty with money. Not fatisfied with the common
fare of the country, thefe pretended champions of liberty

and equality demanded large fupplies of fifh, butter,

cheefe, and fruit, after every meal ; and if they were not in-

ftantly produced, they fell upon the landlord and fervants,

beat them, and threatened them with death, and finished

by plundering the kitchen, pantry, and cellars ; and fitch

was their wilful wafte of fodder, that in this lmgle day

feveral farmers were deprived of their whole provifion

for the winter.

Upon the 8th of Auguft, this unbridled horde quitted

Waldfee, and Ferino himfelf appeared there at the head

of the main body of the army, but was preceded by the

adjutant general Berthold, who came to prepare quarters

for the ftaff, and who rendered himfelf odious by his un-

bounded infolence and rapacity. With menacing gef-

tures and the moft horrid oaths he threatened to cleave

with his fabre the head of the burgomafter, merely be-

caufe he had conducted him to a houfe not fuited to his

refined tafte, although it was by far the beft in the places

nor was he pacified until he had been complimented with

a prefent of 1 5 -louis, which his fervant, a wretch with

the countenance and demeanor of a galley Have, nego-

tiated for him without the leaft delicacy. The other

officers, without fcruple, extorted breeches, (hoes, boots,

ftockings,
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{lockings, linen, and other neceiTaries; and Pring, the

commandant of the town, declared, that he would make
no attempt at difcipline until he and his fervant had been

newly cloathed. Others exacted a large quantity of

difhes, glaifes, kitchen furniture, and provisions, for their

refpedfive corps in the neighbourhood of the town, but

offered to relinquifh the articles required for a certain

compenfation in louis or dollars.

Notwithftanding the maintenance of this rapacious fol-

diery, and of their numerous cavalry, far furpaffed the abi-

lity of this fmall town, the commiflaries ordered 300
bufhels of oats to be carried away, fo that the whole (tore

was exhaufted before the army had begun to move.
Smiths, fadlers, and wheelwrights were forced to work
hard without a recompence ; and amongft the innume-
rable articles put in a ftate of requifition, was even a

quantity of greafe for wheels.

Upon the 10th of Auguft, Ferino and his licentious

hoft began to move forwards ; hut not until the infir-

mary had been {tripped of all the beds, mattreffes, and

linen, nor until the governor of the infirmary, and all

the fick and poor under his care, had been plundered of

every thing they poffeffed. Thenceforward, until the

retreat, the town was daily obliged to provide for 20, 50,
and frequently for 100 men, who with horfes and bag-

gage waggons palled through with their fpoil, and re-

quired to be forwarded to the confines of Frahce. The
flying hofpitals alfo became another fcourge and fource

of oppreflion to the town of Waldfee, from the quantity

of drugs, wine, vinegar, fhirts, cloth, and lint, which were
conftantly put in requifition, and by which the fick and
wounded foldiers were but little benefited ; for the of-

ficers of health, who were as fhameiefs cheats as the

commiflaries, fold the greatefl: part of the wine, caufed

fhirts for themfelves, and fhifts for their wives and mif-

trefles, to be made out of the cloth, and frequently took
money inftead of the drugs moft requifite, fuffering the

fick and wounded to recover as they could. They even
carried their inhumanity to their own countrymen fo

far, that during a day’s halt Waldfee, the wounded
were
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were not once taken out of the waggons, but were
forced to remain there throughout the day, unattended,

and expofed to the burning heat of the fun.

At length, upon the 28th of September, the advanced
guard of Ferino’s column again marched into Waldfee,
and was quickly (ucceeded by the main bodv of the

army. The houfes were now crowded with foldiers,

who committed every fpecies of excefs, and were even
more fierce and malicious than before. Under pretence

that they had been robbed of their arms or baggage,

they extorted from the innocent landlords and fervants

compenfations in money, ill treated fuch as did not in-

flantly comply, carried away all the furniture that was
portable, wantonly deftroyed the corn in the barns and
fields, rifled and wholly ftripped feveral habitations, and

difplayed the extreme of their infernal wickednefs and

malevolence, by piling up all the bread they could find,

and fettihg it on fire, although they knew that the poor

ruined inhabitants were in the greateft want of that

mod neceflary article of fupport. The female fex was
neither fo publicly nor fo generally difhonoured here as

in many other places ; and the~y who were unfortunate

enough to be violated, endeavoured to conceal their dif-

grace, but to no effect ; for it di icovered itfelf in confe-

quence of the difgufting maladies which foon broke out,

and with which they had been infected by thefe ruffians.

It was ufelefs to complain to the general officers of

the unreafonable demands of the commiffaries and the

exceffes of the foldiery, for their anfwer was, ct Give
them what they afk for, and their extortions muft ne-

ceflarily terminate.” And thus were they conftrained to

fee all the provifion of corn taken from the granary of

the infirmary, and many of the inhabitants robbed of

their whole flock of fodder for the winter. At mid-
night the whole army unexpectedly began to move, and

commenced their march with burning torches and

lighted candles in their hands ; their retreat was covered

by general Jordis, and the next morning not a French-

man v/as to be feen in or near the town of Waldfee ;

though upon their marcfV a band of chafleurs. flraggled

into an outlying hamlet, and demanded the immediate

payment
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payment of 12 louis as a contribution; but the pea-

santry not producing it fo fpeediiy as was expedted, the

banditti rufhcd into their houfes, deffroyed every thing

too bulky to be carried off, and rolling the winter deck
of bread in filth and ordure, with malicious and fatan-

like fhouts of laughter, offered it to the unfortunate and
helplefs labourers. When about £. 10. fferling had
been collected with much difficulty, and under continual

dread of being maflacred, thefe unhappy people were
under the neceffity of ufing the mod humiliating intrea-

ties to their plunderers to accept this Sacrifice, and do
them no further injury.

The damages incurred by the inhabitants of Waldfee,
in conference of this fraternal vifit from the great na-

tion, amounted to 45,000 florins, or upwards of ^.4,000
derling.

MARKDORF,
A fmall town in Suabia, in the bifliopric of Conftance.

When the French appeared upon the banks of the
lake of Conffance, their leaders affedled to be furprized
that people fhould be afraid of them, and that many
fhould defert the country: “ For,” faid they, tc we are only
come to offer peace to the Emperor, and not to violate

either your religion, your cufloms, yourperfons, or your
property, all which final 1 be mod carefully reflected and
preserved.” This aflurance was publicly given to the
deputies from feveral towns and villages" by general
Tarreau, who added, “ that it was his particular objedt
and bufinefs to maintain the levered difeipline and the
mod exadt order in his army.” Tranquillized by this

ferious declaration the deputies returned home, and upon
the third of Augud, at noon-day, the French, to the
number of 6,000 men, entered hlarkdorf and the neigh-
bouring hamlets, and were entertained as liberally as pof-
fible by the inhabitants. But they foon began to break
open doors and commit thefts, even under the eyes of
the daft-officers, and home of the horde fpread them-
felves over the furrounding country, where thefe felf-

termed protectors of the peafiuitry tore the clothes from

the
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the backs, and the (hoes and (lockings from the feet and
legs of the poor cottagers and farmers who offered them
provifions, broke open their cellars, rifled their clofets

and coffers, carried away all the valuable articles they
could find, deftroyed the houfehold furniture, and cruelly

beat and wounded fuch as made a (how of defending
their property. At length three volunteers were arreft-

ed for having robbed a public meffenger upon the high-
way of two watches and his money, and afterwards
wounded him in the head with a ba)onet, becaufe he
complained of their ill ufage. A court martial immedi-
ately paffed fentence of death upon one of the malefadlors,

and condemned the others to the galleys, which latter

part of the fentence Tarreau converted into punifhment
by death ; but this was only done to deceive the people
by a lemblance of juftice and difcipline

; for notwith-
flanding the preparations for their execution, the thieves

vtfere not hanged, but were very foon afterwards dif-

charged.

No man knew better than Tarreau how to reap where
he had not fown, and no fooner was he arrived at the

caftle of Markdorf than he began to demean himfelf like

a madman, furioufly complaining that bread had not been
purpofely baked for his aimy, although he knew that it

was impoflible to prepare fuch a quantity upon fuch (hort

notice, and that the troops had been fo liberally treated

with bread and wine upon their arrival. <c If you don’t

inftantly provide bread enough,” faid he with a thunder-

ing voice, <£ I will give orders to my whole brigade to

fall on and plunder you.” The commiffary Stouhlen,

one of the mod worthlefs men in the army, and for that

reafon the confidential favourite of Tarreau, not only

fpoke in the fame tone, but immediately iffued a requi-

(ition, by which 18,000 pounds weight of bread were
ordered to be baked before nine o’clock at night, under

the penalty of the town being given up to be plundered

by the foldiers. The chief magiftrate, not aware that

this was only a premeditated fcheme to raife money, was
full of anxiety for the town, well knowing that fuch pro-

vifion could not polfibly be made in fo fhort a time ; but

he was foon relieved from his diftrefs by a vifit from La-

brouffe *
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kroufle, one of Tarreau’s aides-de-camp, and his faith-

ful colleague in the arts of extortion, who advifed him to

paci fy the general by a prefent oftwo gold watches. ‘‘But,”

added he, u you muft not hint that 1 gave you this advice,

for the general is a man of the mojl delicatefeelings, and
Xhonicejl honour” Two handfome gold watches were
immediately procured, and offered to Tarreau, whofe
fury abated, and whofe brow was fmoothed ; whilft

Stouhlen tore in pieces the requifition for the 18,000
pouhds of bread, and faid, u Let them bake what they

can”—and fo ended the farce.

The column foon afterwards proceeded on its march ;

but two days afterwards Stouhlen fent a demand for .

9,000 pounds weight of bread, which were delivered to

him, and Markdorf was relieved from farther contribu-

butions, until the clofe of September, though it ff ill fuf-

fered much from the exadfions and thefts committed by
the troops, who were continually marching to and fro.

The retreat at length took place, and upon the 22d of
September the head quarters were fixed at Hofen, in the

neighbourhood of Markdorf, which, with the adjoining
villages, now experienced every fort of oppreflion. Two
of the commhYaries, eflablifhed at different places near
Markdorf, at the fame time and with fimilar menaces,
required from that town the moft exorbitant fupplies ;

fo that it was expofed to the mercilefs attacks of thofc

harpies, without a poflibility of redrefs, and requifition

fucceeded requifition. The deputy commiflaries alfo

vifited the adjacent country with their exactions, and ob-
liged the peafants either to comply with their demands,
or to purchafe their exemption with gold. u' We coin
requifitions like money,” faid the commiflary Nonette,
who, like his brethren, readily and publicly defiffed from
levying contributions in return for a prefent to himfelf

;

and the town of Markdorf was foi ced to pay him in cafh
the value of 20 tons of hay and of 25 facks of oats, in
order to prevent the threatened general pillage by the
foldiery ; nor could the execution of a fimilar menace
from another commiflary be averted but by a well-timed
prefent to his fecretary.

S Upon
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Upon the morning of the fifth of October, Tarreau
arrived at Markdorf with his ftafF, and finding that his

head quarters had been eftablifhed at the inn, he galloped

up to the Caftle, and vehemently demanding why it had
not been prepared for his reception, added, fpeaking to
the burgomafter, £l But I know you had much rather
44 entertain the Imperialifts

; here in the Caftle, how-
tc ever, will I lodge, and if in the courfe of two hours
“ five beds are not prepared for me and my ftafF, you
u fhall receive 25 lalhes, to be repeated every hour un-
u

til my orders are obeyed.
5> The beds were according-

ly prepared ; but Tarreau's wrath was not appeafed ;

and it approached almoft to madnefs, when late at night

he received an order for the army to continue its retreat

early the next morning. The people of Markdorf
pafted this whole night in thegreateft anxiety -

y forTar-
reau had more than ten times threatened to fet fire to the

town in four different places, and his ungovernable rage

gave them good reafon to apprehend the worft ; they were,

however, fortunate enough to efcape the conflagration,

and the next morning the barbarian marched away with

his divifion, followed by the execrations of the whole
country, who upon the fame day joyfully received the

/\uftriansas their deliverers from the iron yoke which

had been impofed by thefe champions in the caufe of

liberty and equality. Their vifitation coft the inhabi-

tants of Markdorf near 40,000 florins, or about £. 3,600
fterling; a large fum, confidering that the town did not

contain more than $50 heads of families, few of whom
were in a ftate of affluence, and that they had, during

fome years, been very unfuccefsful in the culture and pro-

duce of their vineyards.

It ought not to be forgotten, that in a hamlet near the

town, ten brutal French foldiers alternately violated the

chaftity of a woman, who hourly expected to be taken

in labour, and whofe hufband wTas forcibly made a wit-

nefs of their barbarity. An officer too, whofe affiftance

had been requefted by the neighbours, upon entering the

houfe, was fo far from reproving the foldiers, that— hor-

rible to relate !—he immediately followed their exam-

I pie,
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pie, and added to the injuries already offered to the ex*

piring woman. In another village, a woman who had

only borne a child about eight days, was difhonoured

and treated with fuch violence that her recovery was ex-

tremely doubtful, and when, in defpair, {he fled from
them in her fhifr, and with her infant in her arms, fhe

was purfued by the loofe jokes and malign {houts of

thefe inhuman fons of Satan, over whofe other atrocious

actions in^his diflridt it is now time to throw a veil.

MEERSBURG,
A town upon the banks of the Lake of Conftance, in the Circle of

Suabia, and the reiidence of the prince-bifhop of Conftance,

Advice having been received at this town upon the

1 8th of September, that the divifion of the French army,

under general Tarreau, was retreating through that part

of Suabia, the gates of the town were ordered to be

{hut; and, according to the tenor of a French proclama-

tion of the 1 8th of Augufl, they were not to be opened

to any of the officers or foldiers, except to fuch as had

their route made out and figned by the officers upon the

ftafF. Notwith {landing this precaution, the inns were
foon filled with French foldiers, and the flables were
crowded with the horfes they had ftolen upon the march

;

and fuch as could not gain admittance were amply pro-

vided with meat and drink at the gates of the town.

Three days afterwards, Tarreau, who probably had long

wilhed for an oblation from Meeriburg, Cent the follow-

ing defpotic and alarming note to the magiflrates :
<c I

command you to appear at my head-quarters at YfTni, in

the courfe of twenty four hours.” The Bgiron de Reich-

lin and two other refpedtable magiflrates forthwith re-

paired to Yflhi, and were received by the aid-de-camp

Labroufle, who, reeling about half naked, greeted them
in a thundering voice with, “come in, fcoundrels as you
are; your town {hall fpeedily be reduced to afnes, and
yourfelves exalted upon a gibbet;” and then placing a

guard over them, and reafluring them, u that the fun
u fhould early the next morning light them on their way
u to the gallows,” he ftaggered into the apartment of

B 2 Tarreau,
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Tarreau. The deputies at length difcovered that their

gaolers thirffed for the blood of the governor of Meerf-
burg, who had caufed the gates to be {hut, as above re-

lated, and who would certainly have fallen a facrifice to

their rage, if he had not haftily retired into Switzerland.

Upon examination of the deputies the next morning, and

upon their declaration that the gates had been {hut by
order of the governor, Labrouii'e ordered two carriages

to -be prepared, and immediately drove with them, ef-

corted by twenty hufiars, and preceded by a hangman, to

Meerfburg, when fuch members of the regency as had

not efcaped were fummoned, and treated with the fame

infolence and menaces as the deputies had been fubje£t to

upon the preceding evening. Fire and fword, gallows

and mufket-balls, thundered inceflantly from the lips of

the tyrant, and he {wore that the houfe of the governor

fhould inifantly be reduced to ruins. At length, after

much altercation, Labroufle detained two of the chief

officers of {fate as hoffages, and departed with them for

head quarters, where, whilft the people of the town anxi-

cufly awaited the cataftrophe, this apparently tragical

hiffory terminated in peaceful robbery. General Tar-
reau had an inclination for, and was complimented with

a handfome carriage and two fine horfes belonging to one
of the hoftages, which, with a weighty purfe of gold, fa-

Crificed to him and his affift ant Lahrouffe, compleated the

expiation, though not until the friendlhip of the gene-

ral's valet de chambre and cook had been purchased at

'the price of five louis each ; for this knot of thieves was
f) clofely united that it was not fafe to pafs any of them
unnoticed. Tarreau demanded alfo and received lix

horfes from the {fables of the prince-bilhop of Con-
liance; and th& commiflary Didier impofed upon the

town of Meerfburg the moff exorbitant contributions,

which he afterwards withdrew, upon receiving a prefent

of fixty louis and two fine horfes. Thefe are fome of

the many bafe a<5fions of the French at Meerfburg, which,

though not generally plundered, was expofed to much
robbery and vexation; for fome of the french, with an

officer at their head, forcibly entered a {hop, and carried

off goods to the value of feventy pounds fterling; an-



[ 29 J

other party robbed a watch-maker of four g-old and two
filver watches i and feveral petty thefts were committed
both by tire officers and foldiers.

BREMEN,
A village in Suabia, in the county of Friedberg.

Humanity fhudders at the recollection of the

cruelties and enormities committed by the French in

many parft of the county of Friedberg, and particularly

at the village of Bremen, which, upon the 6th of Octo-
ber, in the evening, was befet by a band of robbers, un-

der the denomination of Republican foldiers, who, mad
with wine, rufhed into the houfes with the moft hideous

war-whoop, and had immediate recourfe to their well-

known fyftem of plunder. All the coffers and clofets

were broken open and rifled—all the houfehold furniture

was deftroyed—the peafants were required, with loaded

piftols at their breafts, to deliver up their money—the

beds and bedding were unripped and examined—and un-

der pretence of fearching for concealed treafure, not only

the floors of the rooms were torn up, but even infants

were vehemently dragged from their cradles, and many
families were deprived of nearly all their property. But
ftill more terrible to t’nefe peaceful and innocent country

people was the infernal manner in which the female fex

was treated by thefe villains. In the whole village there

was neither maiden, wife, nor widow, who was not

forcibly and repeatedly difhonoured ; and fuch was the

depravity of thefe mifcreants, that eight, ten, and fre-

quently more than that number, fucceffively infulted the

fame unfortunate victim with the accomplifhment of
their brutal purpofes. Neither early youth, nor hoary-

headed age, nor deformity, nor yet the moft offenfive dif-

orders, could abate the fury of their paffions; and not

only hufbands, but fathers, and—to fill up the meafure of
their iniquity—even liitle children, were made to be
witnefTes of thefe abominable outrages. One woman,
who, with her hufband, had ftruggled ineffectually againft

the attempts of fix of thefe monfters, was dragged into

the fields, over hedges and ditches, repeatedly difho-

B 3 ncured*
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noured, and left half dead upon the ground, whilft her

hufoand was cruelly maimed with their febres, and even
her fucking infant was treated with the greateft inhuma-
nity. Others of the female fex, both here and in the ad-

jacent villages, were fattened to trees, and violated by fuc-

ceeding numbers.

Not fatistted with thefe exeefies, they proceeded to

rifle the churches, and, with the moft blafphemous ex-

preittons, dettroyed the altars, polluted the communion-
table with their ordure, pulled down and reviled ^;he image
of our Saviour, trampled the hoft under foot, and then

threw it to the dogs.

General Courbe levied a contribution of *20 louis

upon the poor inhabitants of the fmall hamlet of Braun-
weiler, under a folemn promile that they (hould not be

plundered ormolefted; but the money was fcarcely paid,

before a party of his foldiers arrived, and completely ruined

them.

A party of grenadiers came to the houfe of a farmer

and innkeeper in another village, and after being liberally

fupplied with provifions, fuddenly attacked the matter of

the houfe, calling out, in the language of highwaymen,
“ Your money or your life;” and when they had fe-

cured all the money he had about him, they forcibly

turew him upon the ground and beat him, broke open
and plundered all his chefts and cotters, and were upon the

point of departing wTith their booty, when they w?ere

joined by nine dragoons, who, after indulging themfelves

w ith the contents of the cellar, difcharged three mufkets,

as a fignA to their dittznt comrades that they had dif-

coverea fome fecret treafure. In lets than a quarter

of an hour they were reinforced by 200 men, who pre-

fentiy confumed or deftroyed all the wine, bread, and

provifions in the houfe, and terminated their heroic ex-

ploits by breaking all theglafs and earthen ware, dettroying

the empty cafks,and threatening to let fire to theprenufes.

WEHR,
A village in Aulh ian Suabia.

This place was vifited, upon the 18th of July 1796,-

by four mounted artillery men in ragged uniforms, who,
in
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in the ftyle of a requifition, demanded 66 facks of oat?,

and three waggon loads of hay, which were no fooner

delivered to them, than they conveyed them to a neigh-

bouring town, and there fold them for ready money.

In the fame month the environs were curfed with the

prefence of general Tuncq, whofe infamy is recorded-

in the annals of La Vendee, and who was aflifted in his

crimes by his aide-de-camp Schulz, the fon of a. petty

inn-keeper at H uningen. This general chofe, as ar-

ticles of plunder, wood and flax, and obliged the Baron

de Schonaw, chief proprietor of Wehr, to cut down and

deliver, in the courfe of five days, 372 oaks and other

trees, which he floated down the Rhine into S witzerland..

where he had previoufly fixed an agent, who fold the

wood, and divided the fpoil with his employer- When
the chiefs of feveral villages reprefented to him the im-

poffibility of furnifhing what he required, he ordered

them to beaten, and chained together, and thrown into

prifon like common malefactors. It is true, that upon
complaint to the Directory, Tuncq was brought to a

court martial and degraded, and that his aide-de-camp

found it prudent to retreat with part of his booty ; but
no recompence was made to thofe whom he had injured^

and plundered, and other privileged thieves, under the

denomination of commiflfaries and agents, appeared in

their room, and were fandioned in tneir numerous op-

prellions.

Upon the 20th of October, in the afternoon, the

rearguard (in every refpect the refufe) of the army of

the Rhine and Mofelle appeared at Wehr, and encamped
under the walls of the caftle. The women and children

now fled up the country with part of their cattle and
effeCts, and took refuge in a wood ; but the family in the

caftle and all the men remained at home, with the hope

of, in fome degree, preventing the evils they fo juftly

dreaded. The firft fet of banditti began their operations

by plundering the villages, and in the courfe of three

hours conveyed to their camp 120 fwine, 62 fheep, 36
calves, a great quantity of poultry, and upwards of 1200
{heaves of wheat ; and finifhed by tearing the fhoes<

from oft' the feet of the inhabitants. The next viftt was^

B. 4. from
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from a party of buffers headed by a colonel Maralat
who appeared late in the evening, drank all the wine
and fpirits in the village ofWeb r, and mifufed thofe who
were not able to afford them any ; and at midnight, when
all w’as quiet, 600 volunteers, with bayonets fixed, ap-

peared before the caftle, and loudly called for 600 bottles

of wine, at the fame time threatening to fire to the

village and caffle if their demand was not immediately

complied with. Remonftrance was vain and ufelefs

;

and after the officers and men had familiarly drank to

the greateft cxcefs, they carried away the remainder

of their booty.

Amcngfi: the innumerable a£fs of inhumanity com-
mitted during this dreadful night, the following deferves

to be particularly recorded:—Five foldiers having forced

open the door of ahoufe, in which lay a poor woman who
had been taken in labour about twelve hours before, thev,

with drawn fwords at the bread of the (Hll-fuffering

woman, demanded her money, and upon being told that

fhc had none, ranfacked the dwelling and out-houfe, and

carried away all the furniture, wearing apparel, fwine,

and poultry they could find, and at departing, one of them,

by way of humanity, threw a dead fowl at the head of

the poor fufferer, and toid her (he might make herfelf

fome broth with it*.

'Fhe retreat of the French through this diftridb was
marked by fimilar intlances of rapine and brutality. In

one village they violated and fo barbaroufly abufed a girl

about ] 5 years of age, that in three days (he was a corpfe.

in the fame village they broke into the houfe of a (hop-

keeper who was recovering from a fevere illnefs, cut

his bedding in piece c
,

fcattered the feathers about the

premifes, rifled the houfe and (hop, and having difeo-

* The Reader will have obferved with horror many inftances of

the cruelty of the French towards lymg-in women
5
and he will

fh udder at hearing, that the Republicans frequently drowned the

children which were borne to them by their wives or concubines,

during their march through Franconia. This is not a fabulous

repo, t, but a real and vvell-attefted fa6k See “ The Conduct of

“ the French in Franconia,” publifhed in 1796 by the Count of

Solicit.

vered
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vered in the garden a cheft full of goads which had been'

depofited there for fecurity, carried it off with the reft

of their booty. They not only plundered another houfe,

but, with the malevolence of evil fpirits, mixed together

all the wheat-corn, oats, and rye they could find, and
ftrewed them over the apartments. The village was-

completely pillaged and ruined, the utenfils necefiary for

the vintage were thrown into the Rhine* the churches

were plundered, the pyx broken to pieces, and the confe-

crated hoft trampled under foot. In the environs of the

camp the corpfes of feveral women were found, who had
been violated and abufed even unto death ; and, however
incredible it may appear, it is a fa£t, that the monfteFS-

fatisfied their brutal appetites with corpfes, and with,

fome unhappy vi&ims in the agonies of death.

RADOLF-ZELL,
A town in Auftrian Suabia, near the Inferior Lake of Conftance,,

containing about 1,800 fouls.

The attachment teftified by the greateft part of the'

inhabitants of Suabia, and efpecially by thofe of the Au-
ftrian territories in that Circle, to their governors and

conftitution, amidft the fucceffes of the enemy, was fre-

quently attended by very confiderable danger, and was
either ridiculed or murmured at by the French,, who
called them German beafts, unworthy of the good for-

tune, which, like miflionaries from hell, they offered them,,

with the dagger in one hand, and the firebrand in the

other. But neither menaces nor infults could weaken*

their fidelity and loyalty, and it is worthy of remark, that

the incurfion of the French into the empire not only put

an end to every wifh to revolutionize, but contributed

to unite the fovereign and the people much more clofely

than before. Several towns, and Radolf-Zell in parti-

cular, fufFered much for their diftinguifhed attachment

to their fovereign and conftitution ; and upon the re-

treat of Tarreau, the laft- mentioned town was fived.

from threatened conflagration, by a prefent of two fine

horfes to the general, and by fupplyinghim tmd his army
with an abundance of the moft coftly provifions that could
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be procured ; after which the foldicrs deftroyed the vine^

yards, the produce of which was upon the point of being
gathered, cut down the fruit trees, in order the more
eafily to pluck the fruit, and broke down the hedges
and fences of the gardens. In the neighbouring villages

they ftole all the horfes, cattle, fheep, and fwine, as well

as all the ftock of wine in the cellars, and the (lore of
corn in the granaries and barns. The female fex here

alfo met with the moft barbarous ufage, the confequences
of which were fatal to many of them.

ENGELWIES, DURBHEIM, and BARENTHAL,
Three villages in Suabia.

In this diftridl: the French were guilty of the greateft

excefies during their retreat ; and, regardlefs of the con-
ditions in the convention which had been folemnly agreed

upon, they treated the peafantry and villagers like people

who were to be trampled upon, without the privilege of

refiftance, which was deemed a crime punifhable with

conflagration and the fword, as was proved in the cafe of

the village of Engelwies, upon account of the following

incident.

A foldier belonging to a party that had begun to plun-

derthe village, having pillaged rhe dwelling houfe of the

parilh minifter, was not latisfied without wanting to ftrip

him of his breeches ; upon which his brother, formerly an

Auftrian non-commiffioned officer, ftarted up in his de-

fence, and juft as the Frenchman was about to fire his muf-

ket at him,ftruckhimfuchablowuponthe head as brought

him lifelefs to the earth. This was no fooner aifcovered

by the comrades of the deceafed, than their rage as well

as their numbers feemed every moment to increale;

they committed cruelties too horrible for defcriptionj

and concluded the terrible fcene, by fwearing that the

whole village fhould be annihilated 5 nor could the prayers •

and intreaties of the aged and the matron prevent or. delay

the execution cf their threats. The parfcnage, 15 other i

houfes, and 18 barns, were fpeedily reduced to alhes,-

with their furniture, and all the produce of their late 5

abundant harveft : and the fignal was already given for

burning
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burning the remaining houfes, when they received an
order from head quarters to defift, and immediately

corhmence their retreat, the Auftrians being in full

march againft them. The minifter’s brother had early

faved himfelf by flight ; but the prieft and his clerk were
carried, chained together, as far as Muhlheim on the

Danube, and there with difficulty releafed ; and three

of the clerk’s children, who remained in the houfe whilft

he efcaped into the church with the minifter, were in-
humanly fuffered to perifh in the flames.

The fate of the village of Barenthal was asShocking
as that already related. The perfidy with which the

French violated the articles of the convention, and the

inhumanity with which they treated the inhabitants of

the diftriCts through which they paffed, had determined

the peafantry to arm themfelves, and drive them out of

their dwellings, the protection and fecurity of which had

been promifed by the moft folemn proclamations. So*
that when, upon the 6th of October, a horde of robbers

attempted to plunder fome houfes in Barenthal, they were
oppofed by the inhabitants, who, after a vigorous refill-

ance,. were defeated with the lofs of 5 killed, and 3 fo

defperately wounded that they foon . afterwards expired.

The rage of the conquerors now vented itfelf upon the

whole of the unfortunate village, which after being plun-

dered of every thing valuable and portable, was fet on
fire, and in a few hours, the church, 18 houfes, and as

many barns, were reduced to a heap of fhapelefs ruins.

.

The greateft part of the inhabitants loft the whole of

their property,, and many years muft pafs away before

they can recover from the ftate of poverty into which

.

they were plunged by the events of that dreadful day.

The village of Durbhsim was, upon the 7th of Oc-
tober, completely facked, with the exception of the-

parfonage and* two other houfes ; and as it was not ex-

pected that the French would penetrate into that fe-

queftered valley, "no precautions had been taken, and

every thing of value fell into the hands of the foldiers;,

notwithftanding which they fearched the newly made
B 6 graves, j
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graves, and broke open the coffins, in hopes of finding

fome treafure interred with the dead bodies.

They not only indulged in drinking to the mofl;

beaftly excefs, but, taking the cocks out of the calks, they

fiiffered the wine to run out upon the cellar floor. They
alibied away 31 horfes from this fmall village, and made
the minifter exchange a favourite faddle- horfe, valued at

36 louis, for two half-ftarved ponies, which they had

ifolen from a neighbouring farmer. Upon the 9th of

October, the village was again vifited by fix huffars,

who riding up to the parfonage with the mofl: terrifying

menaces, demanded either a calk of wine or a prefent of

fix louis, and upon being refuted, not only fwore that

they would burn the village, but actually fired into the

houfes, and fpread univerfal confternation. The pea-

fantry, who foon gathered together, prevented any far-

ther mifchief, and upon the following day, four of thefe

banditti were taken prifoners by an Auflrian patrole,

as they were marauding in an out-lying hamlet. Upon
the lame day, the minifler of another village was carried

in fetters before general Moreau, and accufed of having

excited the people in his village to take up arms, and de-

fend themfelves againft the allaults of their enemies

;

for which he and five of the peafants were condemned
to be hanged, and were faved from execution with the

greateft difficulty, and after fuffering, during feme time,

all the anguilh attendant upon the expectation of a cruel,

and io-nominious death.

WATTERD 1 N GEN,
A village sn Suabia, containing 453 inhabitants.

Upon the firfl days of October, a detachment of the

3 my of the Rhine and Mofelle over-ran this village, and
diflinguiflied itfelf by fuch exceffes as cannot fail of
ftamping the Great Nation with everlafting infamy. Not
fatisfied with the anticipation of their wilhes by the in-

habitants, they furioufly ran about the fireet with drawn
Iwords and cocked piflols, broke into houfes, rifled the

different apartments, carried away provifions, kitchen

utenfils, bedding, and wearing apparel, and wantonly de-

flroyed
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ftroyed what they could not convey away ; fo that the

Ioffes of the different proprietors amounted* upon the

moft moderate computation, to 21,000 florins, or nearly

£. 2,000 fterling. Thirty-fix horfes, 96 fwine, two bul-

locks fit for the flaughter-houfe, two calves, 150 geefe,

and a great quantity of poultry, formed one part of their

fpoil ; and the minifter of the parifh, who was the prin-

cipal fufferer, loft 60 louis in calh, much filver plate, all

his kitchen furniture, nearly all his clothes and houfehold

linen, 5 beds, 35 facks of corn, and a large quantity of

flour. Such of the corn and flour as they could not carry

away, they rendered ufelefs by mixing with duft, afhes,

and ordure ; they alfo broke in pieces the looking- glaffes,

wardrobes, and other houfehold furniture, tore the books
and pi&ures, deftroyed the crucifixes, inceffantly vilified

the name of their Creator, and the moft facred things, and

drove the minifter out of his houfe, after dangeroufly

wounding him with their fabres. In the church, they

broke the pyx, trampled under foot the confecrated hoft,

threw down the images, carried away fuch of the com-
munion furniture as was valuable and ufeful to them*

.clothed themfelves in the facerdotal robes, and paraded

the ftreets on horfeback, roaring out the moft obfcene

and blafphemous fongs and ballads.

Humanity fhudders, and the blood runs cold, at the

relation of the more than brutal ferocity and luft with

which the female fex was diftionoured by thefe monfters.

Three women, already paft their feventieth year, fix

lying in women, four far advanced in their pregnancy,

and 12 young girls, were, by their outrages, brought al-

moft to the gates of death. Even children, thirteen years

of age, loft their innocence and their health, in the con-

ftrained prefence of others ftill younger than themfelves;

and five men, who attempted to protect the honour of

their wives, were trampled under foot, and left half dead

with fevere wounds from the broad 1words of thefe atro-

cious villains.

Of
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Of D U H E Mr the General of Divifion^

At Fribourg, in Brifgaw, in the Circle of Suabia.

Upon the 12th of O&ober, between two and three

o’clock in the afternoon, orders were received to prepare

quarters, in a gentleman’s houfe, for a French general

and four officers ; foon after which appeared the general

of divifion Duhem, and a fuite of 30 or 40 officers,

feveral privates, and fervants, who were received with the

greateft complaifance. But the genera], in a commanding

tone, gave orders that a dinner, fit for a republican gene-

ral and 25 of his retinue, fhould be provided at five

o’clock, and he added, that he expedted to be in all

refpe&s treated and attended according to his rank and

dignity. Six rooms and the faloon were immediately

opened }
but the fervants of the houfe not being able, in

the hurry and confufion, to find the keys of the other

apartments, the general threatened to break open the

doors, and his aide-de-camp began to talk about cudgels

and horfewhips. Before I proceed, let me relate an

anecdote of this aide-de-camp, highly characteristic of

him and his afTociates : Duhem having iflued an order

that the magiftrates of Fribourg fhould furnifh the inftru—

ments ufed in the Turkifh mufic, and they having re*-

prefented to the aide-de-camp the impoffibility of obeying

fo unreafonable a demand, that fhamelefs reprobate re-

plied, tc that if they would procure him a couple of

bandfome girls, they might keep the Turkifh muiic for

themfelves.”

The general, officers, and privates pafTed their whole

time at the table, and every exertion was made to fatisfy

their gluttony, but in vain ; for upon the 13th of Octo-

ber general Duhem, afrer bitterly complaining of his

ordinary fare,, with many threats commanded the delivery

of 20 pounds weight of fugar, ib of coffee, 16 of rice,

and 18 lemons, which he had no fc oner received, than he

made a further demand of 50 bottles of champagne, and

30 bottles of fweet wine
;
and the next morning, before

his departure, he iifued a frefh order for 50 more bottles

of champagne, which he received and conveyed away.

Neither were his fervants idle
j for in the afternoon of

the
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the 1 3th of O&ober, they broke into the faddle houfe,

and plundered it of all the faddles and harnefs they could

find ; and though the general and fome of his officers-

faw them carry away their fpoil, and were applied to for

redrefs, they did not choofe to liften to the complaint, but

fuffered the booty to be carried off. When Duhem and
his followers quitted the houfe, upon the 14th of Odtober,,

it was difcovered that they had left in their apartments

and beds the moft filthy traces of their exiftence, and

that they had ftolen feveral pairs of {beets and a hand-

fome counterpane, and rifled a portmanteau of its con-

tents. The upper part cf this houfe had been previoufly

plundered by a commiffary’s afliftant in July, and was
now again publicly robbed, not by the ungovernable

foldiery, but by a general, who affedted to talk about

difcipline, and by his officers and fervants. A French
lieutenant had indeed been degraded and fent to the gal-

leys for levying a trifling contribution when the French
firff appeared at Fribourg; but that was done only to

deceive the Germans until they had got a firm footing in

the country, after which the incendiaries, murderers,,

and plunderers of all defcriptions were fuffered to commit
their ravages with impunity.

HEDINGE N,
A Francifcan convent, and two farm-houfes, in the county of Sig-

maringen, near the Danube, and in the Circle of Suabia.

Upon the fifth of October, whilft a column of the

army of the Rhine and Mofelle was retreating towards

Switzerland, a party of the infantry marched acrofs the

fields, plundeied the two farm-houfes, {formed the con-

vent, ftripped the priefls and their fervants even of their

fhoes and neckcloths, and either carried away or deftroyed

all the bedding, and every thing elfe they could difcover

;

and two cavalry officers, who appeared to have more
humanity than their comrades, coming up and ordering

them to defift, were grofsly infidted, deprived of their

piftols, and put to flight by the foldiers with their fadres.

The church was pilla ed of the facerdotal garments and

communion plate, and the greateft indignities were
offered
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offered to every thing that is deemed facred. Thefc ex-
ceffes continued from eleven in the morning until four in

the afternoon ; and the friars, after repeated blows, and
threats of immediate death, loll almoft every thing but
their lives.

SCHWANDORF,
%

A village in the Auftrian part of Suabia.

To this place the 8 th of October was a day of
terror and calamity; and as the report of the French
cruelties had already reached the ears of the inhabitants,

the women and children fled, with fome of their valuable

effects, into an adjoining wood/ hoping to be there fe-

cure from the attacks of the foldiers, who were now
upon their retreat, and entered the village, to the num-
ber of 3,000. Some of them flopped at the parfonage,

and demanded wine ; but whilft the minifter was giving

orders for its delivery, they dragged him into the cellar,

and robbed him of his watch, whilft others ftole his

horfes out of the adjoining pafture. In the mean time

the heroes who, in the language of their employers, had
not ceajed to deferve well of their country, began pillaging

with fuch violence and rapacity, that the inhabitants

were driven by defpair to attempt the protection of their

property, which enraged the aggrefl'ors fo much, that

they threatened to burn the village, and would probably

have done fo, but for the exertions of fome ofticers, and

for the flight of the peafants, whom they purfued to-

wards the wood, where the ftirieks of the women and

children prefently difcovered their retreat. When the

foldiers had here fatisfied their rapacity, and plundered

the poor fugitives of nearly all that they poffeiled,

they completed the tragedy with outrages the mod
{hocking to humanity. Married women were dis-

honoured in the prelence of their hulbands and chil-

dren ; and young girls were defpoiled of their innocence

under the eyes of their parents and companions. Even
women who had borne children only eight or ten days,

were not fafe from the difgracefui outrages of thefe in-

human
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human wretches, who dragged the infants from their

arms, and infenfible to the agonizing fcreams of the

fufferers, threatened the refiftance of their mothers with

inffant death.

EMMINGEN,
A village in Suabia, in the principality of Furftenberg.

Upon the morning of the feventh of October, the

peace of this village was fuddenly and unexpectedly dif-

turbed by 600 or 700 Republicans, who, to the cha-

racter of foldiers, added that of robbers, mifcreants, and

barbarians, deftitute of feeling and of decency. They
broke into the dwelling of one of the principal farmers,

carried off all the provifions, linen, and wearing apparel,

even of the children, and Hole a waggon and four

horfes, with which they conveyed away their booty -

y

and molt of the houfes in the village underwent a fimi-

lar fate. But the minifter of the parifh was one of the

greateft fufferers; for not even age or feyere illnefs

could proteCt him from ill ufage, and from being

dragged from his bed under pretence that he had con-

cealed his money; after which they broke open his

wardrobe and coffers, and carried away all his money,
plate, houfehold linen, and wearing apparel.

The prince of Furftenberg’s fteward, who, in at-

tempting to efcape, fell down and diilocated his ancle,

was purfued by the foldiers, and nearly beaten to death ;

after whigh they pillaged his habitation, and committed
every fpecies of enormity. Several young girls and
married women fell a facrihce to the outrageous paffions

of thefe ruffians, againft whom even grey hairs afforded

no protection ; for an old woman near 70 years of age
was fucceffively diftionoured by four of thefe monfters,

whofe brutality words are wanting Efficiently to repro-

bate.

BIBURG,
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B 1 B U R G,
A fmall but pleafant village near Augfburg in Suabia *.

Upon the 20th of September, part of the French army
retreated through Biburg, under the command of general

Duhem, who, with a retinue of 45 men and 50 horfes,

took up his abode at the country-houfeof a gentleman of
Augfburg, and commanded a large fupply of provifions

for the table. But the lefTer robbers, upon their march
towards Bavaria, had fo plundered the village, that there

was but little left for the greater ; and he had fortunately

brought with him a calk of wine, ftolen by his orders out
of a cellar at Auglburg. His followers, however, ran-

facked every part of the houfe, and the foldiers either

carried away or deftroyed what had been left by their

predeceflors ; every thing was deemed lawful prey,

and fcarcely a houfe efcaped without being completely
pillaged. The beer in the cafks was wafted, large

branches of fruit-trees were cutoff, and even the water-
pipes were cut to pieces, fo that the village remained four

days deftitute of water. Women advanced in years, and
girls who were hardly out of their childhood, were facri-

ficed to the paftions of thefe favages; and a French officer,

who attempted to put a flop to their brutalit ,
was fo de-

sperately wounded by them, that he fell almoft lifelefs

Irom his horfe. Duhem, who demanded a quantity of
lugar and coffee, and condefcended to accept about three

louis in their ftead, marched out of Biburg the next

morning, when it was difcovered that the great general

and his gang underftood the art of thieving and deflat-

ing as well as the reft of the banditti ; for they had car-

ried away all the plate and linen, let all the wine run out

of the calks in the cellar, and done all poftible mifchief to

the furniture.

* An account of the infamous conduit of the French in this

place was given in a pamphlet, called “ The French at Biburg,
“ in 1796, to the Direitofy at Paris,” publilhed in 1797 in Ger-

many, by a peribn of veracity and reputation.

The
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The damages fuftained by this village, during four or

five weeks, by the French, upon their march and their

retreat, were very confiderable ; and feveral families were

reduced to the greateft poverty and diftrefs. Such are

thebleflings conferred upon their fellow creatures by the

difciples of liberty and equality, the vile inftruments of a

few fanguinary and ambitious tyrants !

STOZINGEN,
A village in Suabia, containing 1,100 inhabitants, and belonging

to the Count Stain, and others

*

.

When the French entered this place, they teftifiecl

fome fort of refpedt for the articles of the convention,

which had been purchafed at fo great a price ; but upon
the following day they threw off the mafk, aflumed their

proper chara&er of plunderers, and turned the contefk

againft kings into war with the peafants and mechanics..

But this was only a prelude to greater calamities ; for

general Vandamme having, either through ignorance or

inattention, eflablifhed his military chefl at Stozingen,

under a fmall guard, and an Auftrian party, lying only

five miles diftant, having, in the courfe of their patrole,

fallen in with and carried it off, and made the guard pri-

soners, the inhabitants were accufed of having given in-

formation to the Auftrians, and a detachment, under the

command of colonel Lavalle, arrived upon the ioth of

Augud, with orders to fet fire to the village. Old and
young, and women with infants at the bread, rending

the air with their lamentations, hadily fled into the fields,

and at four o’clock the cannons were pointed againd the

houfes, whild the hufl'ars and chaflfeurs, with cocked
pidols and drawn fwords, prevented the flight of the few
who had remained there. One woman was killed by
them upon the fpot, and another died two days afterwards

* The fufterings of this place are detailed at large in a German
publication, called “ Materials for the Hiftory of the War in
** Suabia, in 1796.” The Germans hope thefe publications will

operate as warnings to other nations.
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in confequence of the blows fhe received upon the breaft

with the but-end of a piftol. Lavafle, after the moft hu- •

miiiating entreaties, at length yielded to the prayers of

the clergy and other perfons, and promifed to fpare the

town upon payment of 1,000 louis, which condition,

though tending to their ruin, was complied with ; but

moft of the houfes were pillaged, feveral women were
abufed in the moft brutal manner, and five of the moft

opulent inhabitants were led away as hoftages, one of

whom was tied between two horfes, and forced to keep

up with them on foot, even when upon the full trot*

Neither was the bloody and rapacious mind of Van-
damme fatisfied with the payment of the 1,000 louis ; for

he infilled upon, and actually received 500 more, which,

with the fubfequent Ioffes of the inhabitants by different

parties during the retreat of the French, railed the da-

mage to conliderably more than £. 2,500 Iterling, and

reduced many induftrious perfons to the greateft dif-

trefs.

Fhe mind recoils and the handalmoft refufes to do its

office in recording the crimes committed by thefe plun-

derers in feveral neighbouring villages, where they burn-

ed, deftroyed, pillaged, and violated, according to their

wonted fyftem, and where, with the malignity of de-

mons, they broke even the crutches of a cripple, becaufe

he polFeffed nothing worth their Healing from him.

And againft fuch wild beafts will not every arm be

lifted up, Thould they again attempt to make an attack:

upon our country ?

AYSTETTEN,
A village in the neighbourhood of Auglburg, in the Circle of

Suabia.

Upon the 22d of Auguft this place was vifited by a

party of French, who broke open the cellar in the caftle,

drank or carried away a large quantity of foreign wine,

Hole or deftroyed much of the furniture, and conveyed

away their fpoil in a carriage drawn by two fine horfes,

which they took out of the liable. From that period

until

ft
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until the middle of September, not a day patted but the

village was either plundered by foldiers or opprefled by

committaries armed with requitttions ; and as they con-

flantly rendered ufelefs what they could not carry away,

the damages fuftained by the inhabitants amounted to up-

wards of 3,000/. fterling. But no adequate idea can be

given of the cruelties inflicted upon the men, and of the

outrages committed again# the women, both here and in

the neighbouring towns and hamlets ; it is, however,

worthy of obfervation, that thefe felf-named protedtors

of the peafantry feemed to take the greate# delight in

robbing the houfes, and deftroying the peace of that clafs

of people, whofe protection and welfare they and their

employers have fo frequently declared to be the chief

objedts of their ambition.

E N G E N,

A fmall town in Suabia, in the Principality of Furftenberg.

Although the deflrudtive heps of the French were
every where marked with blood, cruelty, and rapine, no
place fuflrered in fo great a degree as the town of Engen

;

and the molt unfeeling mutt: tremble, the mod: patient be

infpired with defire of revenge, and the molt obftinate

partifan of Frenchmen and French principles mutt: be

converted, and even filled with horror, at the relation of

all the criminal excettes committed in this little town by
the Republicans *. ' But I will fpare my readers the pain

of perufing a repetition of fuch calamities, and (hall only

* We no longer hear the cry, which, before the paflage of the

Rhine at Kehl by tiie Republicans, was but too common in foine

of the German towns and villages: “ Oh! if the French would
“ but come

j
then Jhouldwe be happy and free!" Dreadful expe-

rience has cured the peal ants and the citizens of this pernicious and

erroneous opinion. Yet (till do there remain a few i fty fprits,

who are not made wife by experience, and who not only forgive the

dilgraceful condutt of the French, but endeavour even to juftify it.

B-ut thefe are men, of whom Solomon, with prophetic lpirit, faith

—

*< Though thou fhouldeft bray a fool in a mortar among wheat

«< with a peltie, yet will not his foolilhnefs depart from him.”

mention
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mention fome of the moft atrocious a&ions of thefe pre*

tended friends to liberty and to mankind.

A man happening indifcreetly to exprefs his joy at the

retreat of the French, and the near approach of the

Auftrians, was (hot at and mortally wounded
; and an-

other, who had exprefled the fame fatisfadfion, and had at-

tempted to defend his property, was deliberately (hot,

after tearing his fle(h to pieces, and pulling his tongue out

by the roots. Married women and girls, mothers and

their daughters, who had hoped for fafety in the church,

were violated at the foot of the altar
; and neither the

venerable age of leventy or eighty years, nor the mod
loathfome dilorders and deformities, could check the paf-

fions of the invaders, who left behind them traces of

difeafes, whofe very names had until then been unknown
in this fequeftered diftri£t. All the archives in thetown-
houfe were wantonly deftroyed, the churches in every

way profaned and defiled, and even the erodes upon the

graves of the dead were objects of their fury and paflion

for deftru&ion.

But it was referved for general Ferinoto crown thefe

mifdeeds with an a&ion eternally difgraceful to his name
- and country ; for upon the 9th of October, under pre-

tence of the treachery of the inhabitants, he commanded
one of the fuburbs to be fet on fire *, and in order to pre-

vent any attempts to quench the flames, he furrounded

it with a guard. In a fhort time thirty-three houfesand

barns, with all their contents, were reduced to afhes

and ruins, and only the church and four cottages ef-

eaped the fury of the conflagration ; but having received

advice at midnight that the Auftrians, to the number of

1 0,000, were in purfuit of him, Ferino became fo furious,

that he ordered another fuburb to be fet on fire, and twelve

houfes fell a l’acrifice to the inhumanity of the Republi-

cans, who left the place, followed by the curfes and bitter

lamentations of numerous families and individuals, whofe

ruin they had thus wantonly accomplifhed.

I have purpofely omitted the detail of the various acts

of plundering and deftroying, and (hall clofe this melan-

choly account by ftating, that the Ioffes fuffained by the

people of this town and twelve neighbouring villages,

amounted
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amounted at the loweft computation to 373,768 florins,

or more than £. 33,000 fterling.

Of GENERAL TARREAU,
At Hofen, a Benedictine convent, in Suabia, near the Lake of

Conltance.

Several of the leaders of the French hordes have,

hy their mifdeeds, for ever connected their names with

infamy ; but general Tarreau united in himfelf the fe-

veral bad qualities of the reft, and cannot be mentioned

without horror and deteftation. The moft unbounded
rapacity, infatiable cruelty, intemperance, thirft of re-

venge, vulgar infolence, contempt of every thing facred

and decent, and the difavowal of all the feelings of hu-
manity, formed the bafts of the character of this man,
who in no country but in France, and there only under
the aufpices of fuch a revolution, could ever have been
entrufted with the command of an army. Some of his

monftrous excefles have already been recorded, and it

remains only to be told, that when the French were
obliged to give way before the Auftrians, this man, rag-

ing like a tiger that had loft its prey, arrived upon the

22d of September at Hofen, where he eftablifhed his

head quarters, and with his worthy aftociate Labroufle,

and his confidential valet Laguerre, endeavoured to make
himfelf a finall compenfation for the lofs of the fpoils of
Vienna, of which the French had thought themfelves

fecure. His whole character will beft be known from
the following dreadful declaration, which was continually

upon his lips, that w He only repented of having at

any time adted with humanity, and of not having con-
verted into duft and afhes all the cities, villages, and
convents he had feen upon his march.” His life at

Hofen was one continued fcene of cruelty, robbery, in-

temperance, and debauchery ; and upon the 23d of
September he fent a requifition to Conftance of 6,000
pints of brandy, to be delivered in 24. hours, under pain

of being given up to be plundered by the foldiery. No
more than half the quantity demanded could be found in

Conftance,
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Conftance, and was fent off towards head quarters by
water, but was detained by contrary winds; upon which
Tarreau threatened not only to fet fire to the town, but

to put to death the chief magiftrate, and feveral others

whom he detained ashoftages, and who after palling the

night under the apprehenfions of approaching death,

would probably have fallen a facrifice to the paffion of

this fanguinary commander, if the brandy had not ar-

rived in the morning before the hour appointed for their

execution. The booty remained 3 days at head quar-

ters, and was then fold by the commiffary Stouhlen to

the neighbouring Swifs ; nor did the French foldiers

tafte one drop of this liquor, which had been extorted

under pretence that it- was neceffary for the army.

ANECDOTES of various French Generals, Officers,

and Commiffaries.

That not only privates, but that even officers of

rank, either pillaged or divided the fpoil, is proved by
Innumerable inftances, of which we think it neceffary

only to notice the following. A carriage laden with

plunder, belonging to an officer upon the flaff, having

broken down during the retreat of the French army, two
of the inhabitants of the village of Eyken, where the

accident happened, were obliged inftantly to provide

another conveyance, and re-load the booty, which was
fo fpeedily and well executed, that, contrary to their

expe&ation, and to the ufual practice of his comrades,

he rewarded them with 16 pounds weight of tallow, and

a complete fet ofjoiners tools ! Another officer of rank

fold in the fame village a bird cage and a Bohemian
drinking glafs for the fum of about fevenpence fterling ;

and at Rheinfelden, another officer having fold a horfe to

a Swifs of the canton of Bafle for 9 louis, he no fooner-

received the money, than jumping upon the horfe he

galloped away, and difappeared both with the horfe and

money. A foldier having ftripped a gentleman’s fer-

vant of the boots he was wearing, was, upon the com-

plaint of the fervant to an officer, obliged to reftore

them ;
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them
; but the officer drawing them on, and finding that

they fitted him, told the fervant, in a jeering tone, that

they were much too good for him, and ftrutted away
with them, Whilft the French were at Donauwerth,
a general officer, accompanied by two officers, and ef-

corted by fix huffars, efpying fome ducks and poultry in

a farm-yard in a village through which they were riding,

the officers difmounted, and whilft the general held

their horfes, they ftole the ducks and fowls, and returned

triumphantly to Donauwerth with their booty. When
Tarreau had his head quarters at the imperial town of

Wangen, he made a requifition of fuch a quantity of

corn as it was impoffible for the municipality to furnifh;

but the chief magiftrate having received a hint that the

general was very fond of cray-fifh, he fent him a prefent

of fome out of an adjoining lake, famous in Suabia for

thofe fifh, with which the general was fo pleafed that he

withdrew the demand for corn, but put in requifition all

the cray-fifh in the lake for the daily fupply of his table,

as long as he fhould remain there. As a companion to

the foregoing anecdote we will mention, that, in a vil-

lage near Wifbaden, upon the Rhine, one of the com-
miflaries of the army of the Sambre and Meufe put in

requifition not only all the wine belonging to the minifi*

ter of the parifh, but his glaffes, bottles, kitchen furni-

ture, table linen, and napkins for twelve perfons, and

even his houfekeeper, to prepare the dinner ; and further

informed him, that he mult fend to Wifbaden to purchafe

what they wanted, and what his houfe did not afford.

Some French foldiers having ftolen a very fine horfc

out of a farmer’s ftable near Augfburg, he .complained to

the adjutant-general Houel, who promifed him redrefs,

but upon feeing the horfe, thought proper to retain it for

his own ufe. But it fhould fecm as if Providence con-
nived at this crime, as carrying its punifhment along

with it, for Houel was fhortly after drowned in eroding

the Leek, whilft riding the ftolen horfe, which worked
its way through the water, and fortunately found its road

back to its old mafter.

A republican general having upon the retreat taken
up his quarters at the houfe of a clergyman, went

C quietly
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quietly to bed, after demanding and receiving fix fhirts

for himfelf and his followers ; but his fervants foon af-

terwards came to the clergyman with an order from their

matter to procure him a handlome bedfellow, which
he refufed, and threatened in cafe of ill-ufage to alarm

the peafantry ; upon which they dettred that they might

be allowed to introduce one out of the village, to which
he fo ftrenuoufly objected, that, being few in num-
ber, they thought proper to defift from their demands.
The next morning the general ordered his entertainer to

give him his money; but he replied that fome republican

robbers had already deprived him of his watch and money,
and had left him nothing but a dollar, which the general

rondefcended to pocket, and then rode away.

Ecclefiaftics of every defcription and every religion,

and particularly the profeffed, of both fexes, feemed the

chief objects of republican malevolence, immorality, and

cruelty, in which the foldiers were led on and encouraged

by their officers. A refpect for decency and for the fuffer-

ers forbids us to particularize the numberlefs well au-

thenticated proofs of this aiTertion, and to name the places

where aged priefts were forced to the commiilion of the

moft indecent and immoral actions, and where nuns were
ftripped of their garments, and obliged to dance in a ftate

of nature with the officers and foldiers. At a frnall

town in Suabia, the friars and nuns belonging to two
neighbouring convents were convened by command of

the French officers, bound faft together face to face,

with their hands tied behind their backs, and each was
obliged to drink a cup full of coffee, containing a ftrong

emetic ; and in that pofition did they remain until the

medicine had operated, whilft the officers rejoiced and

fhouted as if they had performed fome heroic action.

And here let us conclude the detail of crimes, furpafs-

ing in cruelty and variety any exceffes ever before com-
mitted by the foldiers of a civilized country, and render-

ed more hideous, when we confider that the perpetrators

proclaim themfelves the moft humane and enlightened

people of the earth, and endeavour to feduce the fub-

je£ts of other countries from their allegiance, by the

# • fpecious
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fpecious but treacherous offer of a liberty pregnant with

mifchief, and of an equality which has been found to be

impradticable.

I know not how I can better terminate this ac-

count, than by giving an extract from a letter, dated

Stuttgard, November the firft, 1796, and written to me
by the friend, from whom I afterwards received the

publication, from which I have now offered fome trans-

lated fele£tions to the public. His fituation, employ-

ment, and thorough knowledge of every part of the Cir-

cle of Suabia, added to his abilities and love of invefti-

gation, make him completely qualified to procure and

furniffi the beft information upon the fubje<ft; and a

confidential intimacy of nearly ten years has fupplied me
with manifold proofs of his integrity and love of truth.

A. A.

u The army of general Moreau has, in its retreat

(< from Augfburg and the Lake of Conftance to Hunin-
<c gen, left every where the molt difmal traces of plun-
u der and deftru&ion, as well as of horrors, fuch as bar-
u barians only could commit. The inhabitants, roufed
c< to defpair by the fhocking behaviour of the enemy,
<c rofe in arms ; and Moreau was forced to retreat with
cc his army in as compact a body as he could, left his
u baggage and detached corps fhould be deftroyed by
u the peafantry. The Auftrian troops, from the ferjeant
w downwards, and in the cavalry, from the captain
a downwards, are certainly, for their difcipline and cool
<c courage the firft foldiers in the world, and want not,
c< like the French, intoxication, or the other means em-
<c ployed to make them advance and to do wonders ; but
ct the want of (kill in the commanding officers beg-
u gars all defcription.”

“ The behaviour of the French army in Upper Suabia
cc is a black catalogue of plunder, exa&ions, and viola-
u tion of all the laws of humanity ; the grenadiers and
‘ c heavy cavalry alone fhewed any traces of ancient
<c difcipline and behaved like men; the commanding
<( officers were the firft amongft the robbers, and were

C 2 w equalled
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' f
c equalled only by the volunteers ; and feveral humane

44 men in the ftation of inferior officers fell victims in
<c attempting to maintain even the molt common rules
44 of humanity ; whereas the Auftrian officer is always
44 perfect mafter of his foldiers. When the French
44 enter a town, the commanding officers begin by
44 bargaining with the magiftracy for order and good dif-

44 cipline ; but when they have received the itipulated
44 fum, they connive at the intemperate conduct of the
44 troops, and generally (hare the booty. When Van-
44 damme arrived at Tuttlingen, he bargained for 75
44 louis for himfelf and 50 for his aide-de-camp, to-
44 gether with a complete fuit of wearing apparel, which
44 they had no fooner received than the foldiers began
44 to plunder, and during 24 hours committed every
44 excefs that can be imagined. When general Moreau
44 was here, his linen was obferved to be marked with a
44 variety of letters, which proved that he had ftolen it

44 from different perfons, or received it as his fhare of
44 plunder. One of his aides-de-camp having been taken
44

ill at a gentleman’s houfe, one of the fervants in ar-
44 ranging his baggage found a complete fuit of cloaths
44 (apparently belonging to a child of eight years of
44 age) which he had ftolen ; and another, upon quitting
44 a houfe where he had been quartered, rewarded the
44 trouble of the fervant maid with a prefent of three cook
44 maid’s aprons. After the battle which had been fought
44 near Canftadt, the French army ftaid all night upon
44 the field of battle ; and when I foon afterwards went
44 out to fee it, I found among the carcafes of the horfes
44 a woman’s apparel ana a fan. A friend of mine
44 having general Vandamme quartered in his houfe,
44 was afked by one of his aides-de-camp to exchange
44 an elegant light fiddle for a heavy one of his, to which
44 m v friend reluiStantly contented ; but the next morn-
44 ing the knave rode oit with both the faddles, one
44 upon the other

44 The fagacity of the troops in difcovering what had
44 been concealed exceed* all that can be imagined.
44 My brother in laW had hid plate, money, and other va-
44 luable effects to the value of 5000 florins (or about

“ £-450)
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ec /. 450J in an old tower next his houfe, and thought
u himfelf fecure by caufing the tower to be overthrown,
w fo that the treafure lay concealed under the ruins;
£c but they dil'covered it, by obferving that Tome of the
u ftones had mol's" upon that part which lay downwards,
“ and none upon the upper part ; and they fpeeaily made
<£ their way to the depofit. He was alfo robbed in lefs

cc than half an hour of effedfs to the val-ue of 500 3
u florins more, by 40 chafleurs, who broke open his

<£ coffers, tore down the wainfcot in the rooms, and
u led away fix horfes out of his ftable ; but upon appli-

“ cation to general La Roche, the 6 horfes were re-
ct ffored, and the foldiers were driven off. That general
u then expreffed much concern at what had happened,
u but thought proper to feize the public chefl: entrulfed
u to my brother, to whom he offered to give a receipt
cc for 150 louis more than it contained, faying, that by

fo doing he might recover from the public a part of
u what he had lolt by plunder ; he could not conceive
cc why my brother refufed it, and betrayed not the
<c flightefl: fymptom of that common honefty which pro-
u hibits fuch a breach of truft.”

c 3 ADDRESS
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ADDRESS
T 0 T H E

PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN,

BY ANTHONY AUFRERE, ESQ.

FRIENDS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN,
'“p h E preceding pages will, I hope, have convinced

^ you, that no confidence is to be placed in the after-

tions of thofe who endeavour to perfuade you of the good
conduct and difcipline of the French armies, and that no
faith is to be put in the promifes and declarations of a

people, who, under high-founding terms, have deluded

many feeble minds into a belief of their afturances, in or-

der that they might the more eaftly accomplilh their pur-

pofes of conqueft, rapine, and defolation. One of the

moft brilliant writers of that nation long fince told us,

that his countrymen partook of the character both of the

monkey and the tiger ; and his comparifon will be found

to be ftridlly juft: in the latter inftance, if we look back

into hiftory, and examine the accounts of the behaviour

cf the French armies during the various wars carried

on by their refpedfive monarchs ; but it was referved for

us to remark, that iince the aera of the French Revolu-

tion they have approximated ftill more to the nature of

the tiger, by that ravenous appetite for prey, and that in-

fatiable thirft: for blood, which are the charafteriftics of

that animal, and which they are now defirous of gratify-

ing in this wealthy, populous, and happy ifland. You
muft have feen too, that this obfervation applies not only

to the common foldiers in the armies of France, the re-

fufe of that licentious nation, but that it is equally appli-

cable to the French officers of every defcription, and that

the few in an inferior rank amongft them, who betrayed

any fymptoms of humanity, and any wifh to maintain

difcipline
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difcipline and order, fell victims to the infubordination of
the troops, and to the culpable negligence of the feveral

commanders.

In the early part of the French revolution, feveral men
of letters, and other Well-informed and liberal-minded

perfons in Germany, entertained a hope that the empire,

divided into a variety of petty ftates, fubjeCt to very de-

fective forms ofgovernment,would derive advantage from

. the emancipation of a powerful nation, and that fome
fteps would be taken, without infurrection or disturb-

ance, towards aboliihing the many remains of feudal

rights and privileges, by which the middle and lower
clafles of people in Germany are fo much humbled and
opprefled. It is indeed to be lamented, that fuch odious

diftinCtions fhould be preferved, and fuch marked divi-

fions in fociety fhould obtain in Germany, as j uftified the

mafs of people, and particularly the men of talents and
accomplifhments, in labouring to eradicate fuch abufes,

and to fubftitute a new order of things more favourable

to freedom, commerce, and fociety. The exclufion of

plebeians of learning and fcience from the enjoyment of

offices of ftate, from the various marks of diftinCtion fa

flattering to man, and even from all familiar intercourfe

with the nobility, is too common in the empire, and too

galling to men who are confcious of confiderable intellec-

tual endowments, not to have excited a hope, at the dawn
of the French revolution, that its accomplifhment would
ameliorate the lot of the inferior clafles of fubjeCts, and

fecure to all ranks of people that Equality of Rights, to

which they felt they had fo juft a claim j but when that

revolution teftified in its progrefs, that its objeCt was not

the eftablifhment of wholefome liberty and a juft equa-

lity of rights, but that it tended to the extinction of civil

and religious liberty, to the deftruCtion of all order and

happinefs in fociety, and to the gratification of the bound-

lefs ambition of the French ; that its decrees were written

in blood, and its ediCts promulgated by the fword; the

advocates for reform in Germany quickly faw how
much reafon they had to deprecate the introduction of a

fyftem, which, inftead of adminiftering relief to their

C 4 complaints.

**

"



[ 56 3

complaints, was teeming with the moll definitive evils.

None but men of defperate fortunes, of wild ambition,

and of heated imaginations, continued to wifh for the im-
portation of French principles and the difplay of the re-

publican fiandard ; and it is worthy of remark, that

throughout that extenfive country, the French armies

were not joined by any of the inhabitants, except the very

refufe of the people
; and that the fubjedls of the various

princes of the empire did not difhenour their country and

themfelves, either by a difpofition to revolt, or by a de-

mand of concefnons, which the poflure of affairs might
have rendered it imprudent to refufe. Nor do I except

the inhabitants of the diilridts upon the left bank of the

Rhine, whofe geographical fituation expofed them to the

inroads of the French, and has finally fubjected them to

the will of the conqueror, without a profpedi oi relief from
their countrymen upon the oppofite fide of the river.

But I am perfuaded that the German territories annexed «
to the empire of France can only be retained by the flrong

arm of defpotic power, and that the people languifh to be

reflored to that government, from which they have been

fevered, and which, however defedlive, fecured them fuch

bleflings, as under their new mailers they are never likely

to experience.

If then the people of a country, inaifputably fubjedl to

many ferious grievances, continue firm in their allegiance,

and rejedf with fcorn the principles which have been

infidioufiy held out to them under the moll delufive names,

and painted in the mod dazzling colours, fhall we, en-

joying the greateft portion of rational liberty of any na-

tion in the world— fhall Britons, who with reafon boafl

of the moil perfedt equality of rights, to whom are open

all the avenues to wealth, honours, power, and diflinc-

tions—fhall this country, I fay, the envied refidence

of freedom, juflice, and fcience, not Hand equally firm

to our conflitution ; and fhall we barter our happinefs

and independence for revolutionary principles, con-

ceived in fin, and propagated in iniquity ? No—
Let us cling to our religion, our laws, and our con-

flitution, as the main fupports of every thing that is
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dear to us ; let us firmly unite in rejecting every

doCtrine that in this feafon of difficulty tends to in-

novation and reform; and let us triumph in the re-

flection, that we have magnanimoufly and with little de-

triment withftood the open attacks and {till more dan-

gerous intrigues of our enemies, whilft other countries

have been defpoikd of their happinefs and reduced to

the mod: abjeCt dependance, either by the arms and fpe-

cious promifes of the invader, or by the treachery, weak-
nefs, and difcord of their own inhabitants. Neither let

us give ear to the pernicious and ill-timed declamations

of thofe who reprefent us as haftening to deftruCfion,

who defcribe us as a people enervated by luxury, defti-

tute of vigour, and deficient in refources, and who wifh

u£ to make conceffions to that enemy, whofe ambition

has been already fed by too much conqueft, and avow-
edly aims at our erafure from the lift of nations. Doubt-
lefs the times are fuch as call for our moft ferious at-

tention and for our moft vigorous exertions ; but al-

though luxury, the conftant attendant upon wealth, has

advanced with rapid ftrides, and though vice in divers

fhapes has pervaded almoft every rank, yet we are not

fo enfeebled either in mind or body as not to feel for the

honour of our country, and not to llretch out our arms
with alacrity in its defence. Our armies, though over-

powered by fuperior numbers, fupported upon the con-

tinent their ancient character for bravery and firmnefs.'

Our navy rides triumphant upon the feas, and has upon
every occafion maintained our fuperiority over fuch of

our enemies as have fucccffively ventured to difpute it.

Our yeomanry, a bold and independent race, are trained

to arms, and eager to fignalize their loyalty. Every
town of importance contains a body of volunteers, com-
pofed of perfons of character and property, and attached

to the welfare of their country and their king ; and our
feveral regiments of the line, of fencibles and of militia,

are for the moft part compofed of young and healthy

men, of unqueftionable and approved fidelity, who yield

not in true courage to the enemy; who are command-
ed by the flower of the nation, and who form a body
of men, more numerous than any that the Directory of

C 5 France
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France can caufe to be tranfported hither, and fuperior in

equipment, difcipline, and the juftice of the caufe in

fupport of which they are enrolled.

The demands upon us for the maintenance. of fo large

an eflablifhment, and for the defence of our diftant pof-

feilions, are indeed great—but they are unavoidable.

Public credit has perhaps fuffered by a variety of cir-

cumftances incidental to almoft every war, and our
commerce is neceflarily obftrudted by the attempts of

the enemy to intercept our numerous veiTels, which
every wind wafts out of every port in the ifiand, laden

with the produce of the country, and defined for the

various quarters of the world. But the momentary
fhock of public credit has been retrieved, and confi-

dence re-eftablifhed ; our trade, with all its difficulties

and obftrudtions, far furpafles that of the other nations

of the globe, and continues to enrich both the country,

the merchant, and the manufacturer; and though the

burdens impofed upon us are weighty, yet they are fmall

in comparifon with the magnitude and value of the

objects for which we are contending. Few are the in-

ftances where the taxes have caufed any material altera-

tions in the mode of life, or given rife to any privation

to which it was at all difficult to fubmit; and fuppofing

that we fhould be called upon to contribute more, to

give evena confiderable fnareof our fubltance in order to

counteract the defigns of the French, and enfure the

fafety, honour, and profperity of the kingdom, there are,

I hope, few who would not cheerfully make the greateft

facrifices, both in wealth and in the comforts of life, ra-

ther than endanger the exiflence of their religion, the

well being of their country, the fafety of their property,

and the honour of their wives and children, by withhold-

ing that aid which is necefiary to prevent the inroads of

an enemy. He may be truly faid to employ his money
moll profitably, who gives a due proportion of it to the

ftate, for the purpofe of protecting every thing he holds

moft dear ; and if his patriotifm is fo lukewarm as not to

induce him to fuch a meafure, felf-intereft will furely

point it out to him as advifeable. It is no new thing to

reprefent our refources as exhaufted, our commerce as

in
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in a date of languor, and our public credit fo lowered

that a national bankruptcy would inevitably enfue ; the

publications of the times will {hew you that it was the

conftant topic of thofe who were adverfe to the meafures

of government under every adminiftration fince the pe-

riod of our happy revolution ;
and we all of us recolledf,

that it was the inexhauftible theme of thofe who, either

as public or as private men, declaimed againft the conduct
of minifters during the American war. But though inthe

fpeeches of orators, and in the efTays of political writers,

we have beenfo frequently defcribed as tottering upon the

brink of a precipice, yet have we continued to run eur ca-

reer of profperity and glory, have fet at nought the idle

predi&ions of the timid, and have refuted the fpecious

arguments and calculations of the factious. Ten fuc-

ceeding years of peace enabled us to extinguifli a por-
tion of the national debt, and to carry our manufactures

and trade to an extent unexampled in the annals of Great
Britain

; and but for the eruption of that volcano, whofe
lava has proved fo deftru&ive of the exiftence and hap-

pinefs of thoufands, the financial operations of the mi-
nifter,and the fuccefsful enterprizes of the wealthy and the

induftrious, v/ould have relieved us from great part of

thofe burdens which had been impofed upon us during

preceding wars. The peace which muft in due time take

place will again enable us to reduce our eftablifhment,

to lighten our burdens, and to extend our commerce;
and as upon a candid examination you will find that our
refources are by no means exhaufted, you will not

hearken to the infinuations of thofe who would miflead

you by erroneous computations, and the feigned appre-

henfions of a national bankruptcy*

How much, my friends, muft you rejoice when you
compare our prefent fituation with that of the greater

part of the countries upon the continent!

Holland
,,

fo lately the feat of freedom, commerce, in-

duftry, and affluence, having been pillaged by its good
ally the republic of France, and forced to declare war
againft Great Britain, by which it loft both its mari-

C 6 time
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time importance and a valuable portion of its foreign

pofTeffions, prefents at this moment the fad fpeClacle of
a country divided againft itfelf, governed by the intrigues

and awed by the arms of France, deftitute of com-
merce, crippled in its navy, defaced almoft from amongft
the nations of Europe, and reduced to a mere fkeleton of
that power which once fo nobly contended for real li-

berty, and difputed with this ifland the empire of the

main. If I afk you to what this mighty downfal is to

be attributed, you will not hefitate to anfwer, that it

was effected by the introduction of French principles,

and by the united efforts of the crafty and the credu^

lotis.

The Aujlrian Netherlands
, long renowned for agri-

culture, manufactures, induftry, and opulence, now ex-

hibit the fame melancholy picture of languor, poverty,

and infignificance, rendered doubly galling to the in-

habitants by the iron yoke of fervitude, which their rer-

publican tyrants have impofed upon them. The Joyeufe

Entree
,
that boafted charter of their liberties, for which

they contended writh fucceftive fovereigns, is now loft

in the unintelligible and impracticable code of a French
conflitution ; the fplendid churches of a people, fingu-

Jarly attached to their mode of faith and its folemnities,

are plundered of their ornaments and proftiruted to the

vileft ufes, and the JBelgic name is difhonoured by a

ilavifh dependence upon its haughty and oppreiEve con-

querors.

The principality of Liege, the duuhy of Juliers, the

cities of Aix and Cologne, and the beautiful and fertile

countries upon the banks of thd Rhine and the Mofelle,

lie proftrate at the feet of thofe who had promifed them
liberty and independence, and, under the name of loans*

are forced to contribute the laft refources of an impove-

rifhed territory, for the purpofe of enabling the Direc-

tory of France to carry on a w7ar againft this country,

with which they never were at variance, and with which

they had maintained a profperous and extenfive trade.

Nor have the more remote cities of Hamburgh, Bremen

,

and
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and Lubeck, been able to avoid the outftretched arm of

French rapacity and power ; but have been compelled to

purchafe a dubious tranquillity by the facrifice of feveral

millions.

The empire of Germany, abandoned by one of its moll

powerful and natural protestors, pillaged by the enemy,

and rendered during feveral months the theatre of carnage

and defolation, is upon the eve of facrihcing its confti-

tution, and a vaft extent of fertile country, with the feeble

and doubtful hope of ftill maintaining its independence,

and preferving the remainder of its territorial poflef-

ixons.

You have feen the Auflrlan and Imperial eagles fly-

ing in every direction before the tri-coloured ftandard of

the republic, and the Emperor of Germany humbly fuing

for peace, in order to fave from impending ruin the ca-

pital of his hereditary dominions. He has been com-
pelled to abandon to the ambition of the DireStory, his

JBelgic and Italian provinces, the ancient heritage of his

family ; and you have feen him reduced to a fituation fo

humiliating, as to be under the neceflity of profiting by
the perfidy of France, in receiving as an exchange the-

city of Venice^ and fome provinces, which, under the fo-

lemn afliirances of the F rench, had thrown off the yoke
of ariilocracy, and had eftablifhed another form of go-
vernment under the avowed protection of the Direc-

tory..

The treacherous charadler of the French is no where
more fully difplayed than in their behaviour to the Vene-

tian people ; for after deluding them with the hopes of

liberty, equality, and independence, they pillaged the

city of its treafures, deftroyed its molt fplendid inftitu-

tions and coftly ornaments, took pofleflion of its moft
valuable iflands, plundered it of its navy, and finifhed

their perfidious work by delivering up the people to the

government of a ftranger and of a monarch whom they

had always affecied to confider as a defpot and* as a de-

cided enemy to their maxims of liberty and equality.

You
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You cannot hefitate to regard Italy as entirely fub-

mitted to the will of the Dire&oryj for the Cifalpiner

Ligurian, and Roman republic?, are only branches of the

fame noxious plant which overfhadows the territory of

France \ and the remaining fovereigns' of difmembered

Piedmont
,
Parma, Tufcany, and the Tiuo Sicilies

,
already

tremble in their palaces, and will prolong their political

exiftence but a few months, by their humiliating fubmif-

fion to the decrees of the Great Nation for the conduct

of the French foldiery in fome, and of the republican

emiffaries in others of the dominions of thofe princes,

will roufe the people to revenge— the dignity of the

French nation will be offended—and the fame mockery
that was lately pra&ifed at Rome, will be employed for

the fubverffon of thofe ftates, and with the fame fuc-

cefs.

When you caff your eyes from Italy acrofs the Me-
diterranean, you perceive the mighty realm of Spam
reduced to the moft melancholy ftate of dependence, and

a prince of the Houfe of Bourbon compelled not only to

make peace, but to enter into a clofe alliance with the

aflaflins and deftroyers of his family, and to declare war

againft this country, -with whom it is his undoubted in-

tereft to live in the ftricteft bonds of amity and concords

You will obferve, too, that the French have it in contem-

plation to revolutionize the kingdom of Portugal ; and

perhaps I am not rafh in predicting, that the fame army

which is allowed to traverfe Spain, for the purpofe of.

fubverting the government of Portugal, will in its pro-

grefs fcatter the feeds of revolution, and reap a very am-
ple harveft upon its return.

Even Switzerland) fo happy—fo peaceful—and fo re-

fpe£ted—has not efcaped the ftorm ; but after having for

fome time averted its fury by the fteadycare and wifdom

of its pilots, now appears upon the point of yielding, and

of being driven at the mercy of thofe whofe plealure it

feems to be to wreck every form of government upon

the hideous rocks and fhoals of liberty and equality.

Such
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Such is the miniature delineation of the actual ftate

of a great portion of the Continent, and fuch are the hu-

miliations to which different countries have been fuccef-

fively reduced by the power, ambition, and machinations

of democratic France, whofe refllefs fpirit of intrigue

and thirft for univerfal dominion far furpafs the limits

of thofe paflions for which the rulers of the monarchy
were ever diftinguifhed, and whofe means of attaining

their objeCt are rendered infinitely more dangerous by
the artful tenor of their doctrines, and the infidious

meafures adopted in every country for their circula-

tion.

If you attentively examine that apparently formidable

power, that firebrand of Europe, you will find that it is

indeed a Coloffus, but that it is a Coloffus compofed of
fuch heterogeneous materials, fo difproportionably con-

ffruCted, and fo unfubftantially combined, that, like all

things deficient in fymmetry and harmony, it cannot long
fubfift entire, but muff eventually be diforganized, and
finally be crufhed by its own weight.

If too you compare the condition of the people of that

oppreffed and diftraCted country, with that of the inha-

bitants of Great Britain, how greatly will you triumph
in our happinefs, profperity, and freedom, and how
juftly will you exult in the reflection, that our abhor-
rence of French principles has faved us from being ex-
poled to the fame calamities and the. fame fcenes of
anarchy, injuftice, cruelty, and bloodfhed, which you
know to have been exhibited upon that extenfive theatre

during the greater part of the laft nine years !

If the armies of France have been every where tri-

umphant, its navy has been fo fubdued and crufhed as to

be long fince either difabled or intimidated from con-
tending with us upon the ocean ; its trade, once fo con-
fiderable, is now no more—the opulent nobility, whofe
wants, whether real or imaginary, gave bread to thou-
fands, are difperfed and exiled— the manufactures, efpe-

cially in articles of tafte and elegance, with which the

French
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French {applied all the wealthy nations of the globe, are-

long fince gone to decay—agriculture languifhes and
lickens—and the fhuttle has been exchanged for the

mufket, and the plough-lhare for the fabre. Requifition

after requifition has torn the hufband from his wife, the

father from his children, and the laborious fons from the

infirm and aged parent ; and they have been fent either

to be flain in the field by men with whom they have never
been at emnity,or furvive only to be tainted by the vices of

a ferocious and diflolute banditti
; their habits of induftry

are deftroyed; their relifh for domeftic lire is corrupted,

and inftead of returning to the loom and the vineyard, they

abandon themfelves to the moft vicious practices, em-
brace the profefiion of robbers, and fubfift by plundering

and flaughtering their fellow- fubjedts. The public

opinion is more watched, and the public cenfure more
feverely punifhed now than even under the old and

abhorred fyftem of fpies and informers ; and fuch are

the reftri£iion3 upon the prefs, that the Journals

at all adverfe to the meafures of the Dire&oty have

been fupprefled; and if the French newfpapers were
to arraign the condudl of their rulers in any degree

approaching the latitude which fome of our democratic

editors permit themfelves, their preftes v/ould inftantly

be feized, and their conductors punifhed in the moft

exemplary manner; ‘for the defpots of France well

know, that the prefs was one of the great inftruments by
which government was fubverted, and their own power
eftablifhed, and they are determined that it {hall not be

converted to the purpoles of their overthrow. All con-

fidential intercourfe is deftroyed, and the focial virtues,

which the French poflefled in fo high a degree, as-

frequently to ferve as a veil over their numerous vices

and defedfs, artf fled before terror and fufpicion, and -a

long train of comfortlefs and gloomy paftions.

If fuch, then, be the fituation of all the countries in

Europe that have fubmitted to the fcourge of the Re-
publicans, and if fuch and fo calamitous be the condi-

tion of the conquerors themfelves, what a grand and

noble figure do we exhibit to furrounding nations, ftand-
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ing, as we do, firm and ere& amidft the ftorm, proudly

determined not to fubmit to the will of the enemy,

bravely refolving to facrifice every comfort in fupport of

our religion and our liberties, and ftill enjoying all thofe

bleflings of which other countries have in fo fhort a

period been bereaved ! Our trade and manufa&ures,

though not carried to that extent which a continuation

of peace would have enfured them, ftill
u proudly

u flourifh through the -{fate,” and far furpafs the com-
mercial enterprizes and fuccefTes of any other nation in

the world. Agriculture, far from languifhing during

the war, has been purfued with unexampled vigour and

profperity ; all our public inftitutions continue to thrive

under the unremitting afliduity of their governors, and

the ceafelefs generofity of the public ;
and the national

benevolence has been moft nobly difplayed in the fuc-

ceflive and ample fubfcriptions for the relief of our

wounded failors and foldiers, and for the benefit of the

widows and orphans of thofe who have fallen whilit

fighting the battles of their country. Our iflands in

the Weft Indies have been fecured, and augmented by

thofe of the enemy ; our pofleflions in America have

continued unmolefted ; our extenfive and valuable ter-

ritories in the Eaft Indies have enjoyed the moft pro-

found tranquillity; the rock of Gibraltar defies the

power of Spain, and we have increafed our foreign pof-

feflions by the conqueft of eftablilhments in Afia and in

Africa, whofe worth will be duly eftimated whenever
the proper period for negotiation (hall arrive. We
have indeed condefcended twice to fend an embaftador

to France, for the purpofe of endeavouring to reftore

peace and tranquillity to Europe ; but it was the con-

defcending a£t of a great and powerful nation, defirous

of putting a ftop to the eftufion of human blood, and
not the humble fuit of a people either doubtful of their

own ftrength, or fearful of that of the enemy,
nor yet the fupplicating prayer of a country de-

feated by war, impoveriihed by plunder, terrified at

approaching danger, and trembling under the uplifted

knife of an unrelenting conqueror. The intercourfe

between man and man is preferved here unalloyed by

fufpicion*
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fufpicion ; and the charms of fociety remain uncon-
trolled by terror

;
our wives and daughters fleep with-

out apprehenfion of being difturbed by the violator or

the afiaftin, and our property is fecured by mild and
well-difpenfed lawr

s againftthe public depredator and the

private opprefTor. Each individual enjoys as great a
portion of civil and religious liberty as is neceflary to

the happinefs of man and compatible with the fafety

of the kingdom ; equality of rights flourilhes here in all

its purity and vigour; for the greateft and moft opu-
lent man in the country is, equally with the meaneft
and moft indigent, amenable to the laws, if he tranf-

grefs them ; and perfons of the moft obfcure birth may,
and frequently do, by their talents and merits, arrive at

the greateft offices in church and ftate, and by their

fervices in the army and navy obtain the higheft honours

and diftindtions for themfelves and their pollerity.

Doubtlefs there are defedts, and even great defers, in

our laws, and manifold abufes in the various departments

and branches of our conftitution and government, fuch

as are incidental to all human eftablilhments, and fuch

as muft in the courfe of time, and by the changes in

manners and cuftoms, attach to the beft imagined confti-

tutions, and the wifeft of all fublunary regulations. But

when the enemy is at the gates, would you employ your

time in difcuffing the plans of vifionary reformers, or is

it a feafon to wrangle amongft ourfelves about the mode
of redreffing imperfedfions, whole duration has hitherto

occasioned no material detriment to the conftitution,

and which are not likely to be rendered incurable by a

temporary delay of the remedies that may afterwards be

thought neceftary ? Sure I am, that you will coincide

in opinion with me, that the period moft fuited to the

examination of real and pretended grievances, is that

when we lhall ceafe to be engaged in an arduous and

interefting conteft, and when all ranks and defcriptions

of fubjedts fliall be at liberty to attend to the propofals

of thofe who wilh to redtify the errors in the conftitu-

tion by prudent and temperate applications, without re-

curring to the dangerous and violent prefcription of ra-

dical reform.
With
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With pleafure will you contemplate this unvarnifhed

pidlure of our fituation, and with reafon will you glory

in contrafting it with the humbled ftate of the feveral

nations upon the continent, whofe melancholy condition

has been described to you. What folly would it there-

fore be to yield to the exorbitant demands of our invete-

rate and ambitious enemies ! What madnefs wTould it

be to give ear to thofe who reprefent the kingdom as

undone, unlefs we at once proceed to the adoption of

revolutionary maxims and radical reform ? And what

weaknefs is there in defponding, whilft the vefTel of

the ftate is compofed of fuch found materials, and whilft

fo many able hands are determined to prevent her from
ftriking upon the quickfands of democracy, and to fhield

her from the broadfides and batteries of foreign and

domeftic foes ?

I have obferved with no fmall degree of pain, that it

has lately become the practice of certain evil-minded

perfons to attempt to undermine every good principle,

by inftilling into the minds of the lower claflesof people,

that no confidence is to be placed in holy writ, that there

is no future ftate, and no fupreme being to whom an
account is to be given of our adtions here below; and
that confequently, if they can but guard againft the ma-
gi ftrate and the executioner, they need not hefitate to

commit themoft atrocious actions. I am told that thefe

doctrines are promulgated at village clubs by fchool-

mafters and others, whofe education lets them above the

multitude, and who, being reftrained by falutary laws
from openly preaching the do&rine of infurrection, now
endeavour to accomplifh their finifter defigns by vilify-

ing religion, and denying a ftate of retribution, with
the hope that they {hall the more eafily urge the vicious

and the pliant to the commiffion of revolutionary crimes,

and to the fubverfion of that government which has fo

wifely checked the progrefs of thofe enemies to fubordi-

nation and morality. But I truft, my friends, that none
of you have been ferioufly contaminated by thefe pefti-

lential difeourfes ; that you will hold faft to ourefta-
blifhed fyftem of faith, which breathes fuch pure and

eafily*
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eafily-pra&icable morality, and the obfervance of which
enfures both your prefent and your future happinefs ;

that you will diligently frequent the houfe of God ; and
that you will carefully avoid the Society, and watch the

practices of thofe who have been heard to debafe reli-

gion, and who attempt to imprefs their dangerous no-
tions upon the flexible minds of the young ai.d the un-
difcerning.

The worshippers of Revolution and Equality have
alfo endeavoured, and are dill endeavouring, to bring

about their great work, by infpiring you with difedeem
of your Superiors, and by animating you to treat with

difrefpeft thofe who are placed in the mod confpicuous

Stations in church and date ; they would perfuade you to

deteft, as inftruments and Supporters of defpotifm, the

brave and loyal officers Serving in our army and our

navy ; and they affect to hold up to ridicule thofe distinc-

tions and honours which are conferred as the rewards

of merit and of Services. I have obferved many of thefe

falfe principles inculcated in Sundry cheap publications,

which are carefully and induftrioufly difperfed through

the remoted provinces and the mod obfcure villages ; and
as fables, epigrams, humorous fhort eflays, and eafy

poetry are artfully made the vehicles of thefe poifonous

maxims, they are perufed by all ranks of people, and

Sometimes imbibed by thofe who look not beyond the

Surface, and who are unwittingly led adray, and finally

enfnared by do&rines from which they would probably

have fhrunk, had they been at fird aware of their evil

tendency and of the difloyal intentions of the editors.

But the generality of Britons are too enlightened as well

as too jud to wifh that all ranks of people fhould be re-

duced to the fame common level ; that nobles diould be

dripped of thofe titles which were bedowed upon their

ancedors for illudrious Services to the country ; or that

men fhould be plundered of their property, either de-

volved to them by inheritance or acquired by their own
indudry and abilities

;
you are not to be taught that the

rich and the poor are mutually necefl'ary to each other

;

that in every government, republican as well as monar-
chical
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tdiieal, there mu ft be various djftimftions both in rank

and property and that equality is fo impracticable that

it cannot, nor ever did, fubfift, even in the rudeft and

mo ft favage tribes and nations.

Would to God that the conduct of many of us did

not afford fome ground for that difrefpe£t with which the

fowers of fedition are fo anxious to infpire you ; that

fomewhat more judgment was ufed in the beftowal of

hereditary honours and that many of the clergy and no-

bility did not by their licentioufnefs, arrogance, and open
defiance of decency and good manners, draw upon them-

felves that general contempt and difiike which are the

fure ccnfequences of fuch behaviour ! But becaufe fome
undeferving perfons have been advanced to dignities, to

which nothing but their wealth or parliamentaiy in-

tereft could give them any claim, and becaufe there are

fome in all ranks who merit our cenfure and difefteem,

you are too candid to extend your fcorn to all the higher

clafles without diftinCtion, but you will the rather honour
and refpeCl: thofe amomgft us in every profeftion and

ftation, who ad with propriety, decency, and civility to-

wards all men. Neither will you be perfuaded to view
with averfion thofe of your countrymen, who v/ear the

honourable badges of naval and military authority
;
you

are too liberal and too fenfible to dillike men merely

becaufe they wear a red coat or a blue one ; and you
are too juft to think that they are appointed for arbi-

trary purpofes and the fubverfion of your rights
;
you will,

on the contrary, relpeCt them on account of the general

goodnefs of their condu£f,and you will doubtlefs entertain

the higheft opinion of the numerous gentlemen of diftin-

guifhed birth and extenfive pofleflions, who have been the

foremoft to encounter danger and repel the alfaults of the

enemy. You will not fai 1 to obferve, that honours and diftinc-

tions are inftituted as incentives to great and meritorious

actions, and that they contribute to produce that emulation

which leads to fuccefs in the various enterprizes of man-
kind ; they are not exclufively appropriated to any pri-

vileged orders, or any particular caft: of perfons ; but you
well know that we may all of us attain them by diftin-

guilhed
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guilhed fervices in different profelfions, and by the exer-

tion of our feveral talents and abilities.

I have little doubt but that the French will attempt

the execution of their plan of invafion upon fome part of

this or of the lifter kingdom ; nor is it any Hander upon
the Dire&ory to fuppofe, that next to the conqueft of

this illand, they are defirous of difpofing of fome of their

numerous armies, either amongft the billows of the

ocean, or under the arm of Britilh valour and intrepidity.

But the moft timid need entertain no apprehenfions of

the fuccefs of their fenfelefs enterprize ; for if it be pro-

bable that their tranfports Ihould efcape the vigilance of

our numerous cruizers, and that their Ihips of war Ihould

avoid a conflict— to them inevitably deftrudfive—with

our brave and well-appointed fquadrons, it is fcarcely pof-

fible for them to land unperceived upon any part of this

populous illand, or to difembark their troops and the va-

rious implements ofwar without the utmoft difficulty and

danger. So alert are our foldiers, fo well-guarded are

our coafts, and fuch excellent precautions have been

taken by thofe who prefide over us, that an enemy endea-

vouring to land would inftantly be attacked by a formida-

ble and well-ferved artillery,' and by large bodies of well-

difciplined and gallant troops, who would be fupported

by an hoft of peafantry eager to teftify their loyalty and

their abhorrence of revolutionary intruders. But allow-

ing that it were polfible for a powerful army to be

wafted acrofs the channel unperceived and unmolefted,

and to land upon our coafts without annoyance, I would

alk you, how they are to be fupplied for any length of

time with provilions, and how they are to make any pro-

grefs in a country with which they are wholly unac-

quainted, and where at every ftep they would be harafled

by new difficulties, and expofed to the onfets of increaf-

ing numbers. The farther they proceeded, the greater

danger would they incur ; and though I acknowledge that

the French have fought with bravery, and have over-

come a great variety of obftacles, yet I fee no reafon why
our countrymen Ihould not fight with equal valour, and

why that valour Ihould not become fuperior, when we
confider
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confider that we are a free people, fighting for our reli-

gion, our liberties, our families, and our comforts ; and

not contending, like the foldiers of fome countries, for

the maintenance of a caufe in which they have but little

intereft, or, like the armies of France, for the accomplifh-

ment of the wild and unjuft projects of a few arbitrary and

ambitious defpots. It is not, therefore, from a fpirit of

vain-glory, that I would infpire you with a firm confi-

dence, that a French army, fo landed, muft, in a fhort

time, be vanquifhed and exterminated.

When I confider what a numerous body of forces is

requifite for the attack even of a fmall ifiand, what ad-

vantages the iflanders always retain over the invaders,

the countlefs variety and quantity of articles to be pre-

pared and embarked for the maintenance of the troops

and the purpofes of war—fuch as artillery, ammunition,

tents, provisions, medicines, arms, horfes, and clothing

;

when I reflect upon the time employed in embarkation,

upon the dangers incurred by the violence of the winds

and the fury of the waves, upon the improbability of fuch

an armada traverfing the Channel unfeen by our

cruizers, and unmolefted by our fleets, and upon the in-

numerable difficulties attending the debarkation of fuch

an army, and, above all, when I recojledt the impofiibi-

lity experienced by ourfelves of maintaining our ground
in an enemy’s country, both in former wars and during

the prefent conteft, when we were fupported by a

powerful diverfion in our favour
;
when, I fay, I pafs in

review all thefe and many other reafons, of which it is

unneceflary to remind you, I cannot help perfuading my-
felf, that if the Diredlory fhould attempt to execute their

projecft of invafion, it is partly with a view to force us to

keep up an expenfive armament, but chiefly with the lefs

juftifiable intention of ridding themfelves of men, for

whom they are unable to provide, and whofe indig-

nation might prove deftrudfive of their authority.

Prepared as we are, we can have nothing to fear from
their attempts; and having in a former war withftood all

the efforts of feveral united powers, we need not now de-

fpair,
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fpair, either of a victorious and honourable ifrue, or of

forcing our adverfary to treat upon thofe equitable terms,

to which we are upon all accounts fo well entitled.

It is not for me to enquire into the caufes and origin

of the war, nor is it the feafon to enter into the difcuf-

fion of a queffion, about which the opinions of the

wifeft men have been divided, it is fufiicient that we are

now compelled to carry on the conteft in our own de-

fence by the haughty conduct and inadmiffible demands
of the enemy ; nor can any political or party reafons

juftify any man in withholding that aid, which it is

his bounden duty, as well as his intereff, to afford, in

the mode moft conducive to the welfare of his country.

Let us then be unanimous in our efforts to repel the

afiaults, and firm in our determinations never to fubmit

to the dictates, of a treacherous and ambitious foe

—

Let us check the growth of thofe principles which have

caufed fo much bloodfned, mifery, and injuftice in

other parts of Europe—Let us endeavour to ftop the

career ofluxury, diffipation, vice, and infidelity—Let us

fet bounds to our delires, and limits to our pailions ;

and let us enfure reciprocal efteem and refpeCl by in-

dustry, temperance, and decorum, and by the exercife of

thofe virtuous qualities which contribute to the en-

joyment of focial and domeftic happinefs, and to the

promotion of our future felicity.

So fhall our Fame yet flourifh amongft nations
; fo /

{hall we merit the protection of Providence, and the

continuance of all die bleflings we have fo long pof-

feffed; and fo {hall the name of Briton be mentioned

with refpect in this age, and regarded with reverence

by pofterity and by nations yet unborn.

FINIS.
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