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PREFACE.

HE letters and papers from which the following
selections have been made form part of the

vast collection of original documents relating to the
Earl of Strafford which has of late years been acquired
by the Trustees of the British Museum. The general
correspondence fills fully one hundred volumes, and
there are, besides, a few volumes consisting entirely of
bills, receipts, and other records of the Earl's personal
expenses during the greater part of his life. Many
volumes in the collection are altogether of diplomatic
and official interest, others relate chiefly to the
management of his large estates in different counties
of England, while a third portion is made up of letters
from his intimate friends and relatives. Although it
is almost wholly from the last-named source that this
work has been compiled, yet every other volume in
the series has been searched, with a hope (often
realised) of finding material for a note or illustration.
The letters from Lord Raby to George Stepney,
quoted in the Introductory Memoir, will be found in
the Stepney Collection in the British Museum ; and



vi PREFACE.

the copies he preserved of a few of his own letters
have assisted me a little in tracing out his careeer.

In transcribing the letters the original spelling has
been preserved as closely as possible; the exceptions
have been only in the cases of the abbreviations of
words ' in continual use, such as “y*” for *“the,”
“y=” for “them,” which simply disfigure the page and
render no assistance in estimating the character of the
writer or the state of education at the time he lived.
The methods of dating adopted by the different corre-
spondents were, however, so various—some letters,
being undated and endorsed by the recipient when
abroad in countries where the New Style was in force,
were especially difficult to arrange chronologically—
that I thought it best to disregard entirely these pecu-
liarities, and to date each letter according to the
modern system in use in England since 1752.

It is with much pleasure that I acknowledge my
many obligations to Mr. E. Maunde Thompson,
Keeper of the Department of Manuscripts in the
British Museum, and to his courteous assistants in the
Department, for the kind help afforded me during my
examination of these Papers.

g e

LoNDoN : November, 1882.
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Introductory Memory.

IR WILLIAM WENTWORTH, of Wentworth Wood-
house, in the county of York, descended from an
ancient family of that name settled in the wapentake of
Strafford before the Conquest, was created a baronet in June,
1611. He had three sons; Thomas, the eldest, who suc-
ceeded his father at Wentworth Woodhouse, became the
famous minister of Charles 1., created in 1640 for his services
Baron Raby and Earl of Strafford, and was executed on
Tower Hill in May, 1641. The third son, George, settled at
Woolley near Wakefield, where his descendants still remain;
he was a distinguished soldier, received the honour of knight-
hood from King Charles, and ultimately suffered severe
losses from his devoted adherence to the royal cause in the
Civil Wars. The second son, William, with whose descend-
ants we are chiefly concerned in the present work, settled at
Ashby Puerorum in Lincolnshire. He was also knighted by
Charles I, and fell fighting for the king at the battle of
Marston Moor, leaving a wife, who was daughter and co-heir
of Thomas Savile, of Northgate Head in Wakefield, and two
children. Sir William’s daughter Anne married Edward
Skinner of Thornton College in Lincolnshire, and his son
William married Isabella, daughter of Sir Allen Apsley,
treasurer of the household to James, Duke of York. Lucy
Apsley, sister to Sir Allen, it is interesting to remember,
married the well-known Puritan Colonel John Hutchinson,
governor of Nottingham, and wrote the famous memoirs of
her husband. William Wentworth, early in the reign of
Charles II, also received knighthood, and inherited the
B



2 THE WENTWORTH PAPERS.

greater part of the Savile estates in Wakefield, in right of his
mother. Inlegal documents of the time he is usually described
as of that town, but it does not appear that he was for any
considerable time a resident there, all his family, with one
notable exception, having been born elsewhere. In 1672 his
newly-acquired estates in Yorkshire had given him such a
position in the county that he was chosen to serve the office
of high sheriff ; and there is every reason for believing that
during his year of office he occupied Stanley Hall, near
Wakefield, at that time the property of the Pilkington family.
At any rate, his son Thomas, the subject of this memoir, was
born there, if we may take an assertion of that fact in one
of his own letters as true. The parish registers of Wakefield
prove Thomas to have been baptized in the old church of
that town on September 17, 1672. Six months afterwards,
that is, about the time of the termination of Sir William
Wentworth’s shrievalty, and of his election as member of Par-
liament for Thirsk, the family moved up to London* where
the influence of the Apsleys was sufficient to procure for Lady
Wentworth, and for most of her children as they grew up,
appointments of more or less value connected with the court.
Of these numerous children some account is necessary, as
they nearly all figure to some extent in the correspondence

*! Evidence of the above facts is gained from a letter of Wentworth
when at Berlin in May, 1709. He is arranging for his mother to take a
journey from London into Yorkshire to see his new estate at Stain-
borough, and adds :— '

“If you have a mind to see Wakefield you may go from Strafford
in the morning and come back the same night. It is not ten miles
distance or else you may go there of a Saturday and lie there, and
so go to church at Wakefield the Sunday, or either lie there the
Sunday night or return to Strafford ; and then in the afternoon you may
go from Wakefield to see ¢Standly Hall? where I was born, if your
curiosity leads you to desire to see that” To which Lady Wentworth
replied :—“ To the best of my remembrance your father gave ten or
eleven pounds for two horses to his coach down to Wakefield . . . .

“ Your sister has been used to travel, I never but with the Court, since
you was half a year old. Upon my word I pleased myself much with
the fancy of seeing the house you was born in, and I wish I could see
Ashby, ‘and Holback’ and ¢ Sammonby’ (in Lincolnshire).”
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which follows. Thomas was the second son; but his elder
brother lost his life when still a youth. The third son, Peter,
one of the most regular of letter-writers to his brother, was in
early life equerry to the Duke of Gloucester, Queen Anne'’s
son, and afterwards to Prince George of Denmark, upon
whose death he seems to have obtained a similar position
about the person of the queen. Little else can be told of his
career that cannot be gathered from his own letters, so we
leave them to tell the story, with the exception of two
extracts from a letter, not elsewhere quoted, which“have a
more direct personal reference to himself. In June, 1709,
when his brother Thomas was our ambassador at Berlin, he
offered Peter a post under him, which he declined, mainly for
the following reasons, which we give in his own words : —

“I neither can speak nor write Latin, for I had no school-
learning, but went from Holland, without knowing one word
of Latin, immediately to the University, and there made it my
business to understand a Latin author as one does a French
book, for I was too far advanced in age to spend much time
to make myself a grammarian, my whole design being then
to qualify myself for the church, in order to which I was to
employ my time to attain the sense of authors, and not stick
at the order of words. Ecclesiastical history I was beginning
with all my might, but then I married, which put an end to
all my studies, and have improved in nothing but in children
for these 10 or 12 years last past.”’

“ Besides the before-mentioned disqualification, nature gives
me no assistance of any quickness of parts to hide the want
of acquired ; but, on the contrary, I have an innate horrid
quality of an unaccountable foolish bashfulness which is
enough to spoil the most ingenious person’s behaviour, and
what work that would make with so dull a creature as I, in
so conspicious an employment, I blush with the very thoughts
of it.”

Peter married Juliana, daughter of Thomas Horde, of Cote,
Oxfordshire, and his country house was at Henbury, Dorset-
shire. It is only too evident from many letters that have
been preserved, though most of them were hardly of sufficient

B2
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general interest to be included in the present collection, that
his advancement in life was much checked by a fatal attach-
ment to the bottle. His own letters, indeed, are incoherent
enough at times to justify the suspicion of it. The circum-
stances of his death, not long before that of his more famous
brother, as they will appear in the sequel, were very distressing.
The two other sons of Sir William Wentworth, Paul and
Allen, as we shall have another occasion to mention, were both
killed when fighting in the Low Countries. Of the daughters
Frances Arabella married Walter, Lord Bellew, of Ireland ;
Anne married James Donelan, also of Ireland ; and Isabella
married Francis Arundel, of Stoke Bruerne, Northampton-
shire. The youngest daughter, Elizabeth, known as “ Betty”
to the readers of the correspondence, was living with her
mother during the chief years to which the letters relate.
She was married in 1722, to John, Lord Arundel, of Trerise.

Of the place of Thomas Wentworth’s education no record
has been found, but he appears in the list of pages to Mary,
the queen of James II, when only fourteen years old, his
mother at the same time holding the post of bedchamber
woman to her majesty. Sir William was evidently in high
favour with the king, for a news letter of September, 1686,
records that, on the marriage of his daughter to Lord Bellew,
“an Irish Papist,” James made her a present of 3,000/
Lord Bellew, we may note, remained faithful to the king after
his flight, and fought for his cause in Ireland at the battle of
Aughrim, where he was severely wounded and taken prisoner;
his wounds, indeed, were so serious that they brought about
his death within a few months after his release. It does
not appear that Sir William Wentworth’s attachment to his
Catholic master was so steadfast; for,after the Revolution, we
are told* a cornet’s commission was bought for his son

* The main facts which follow of Thomas Wentworth’s early career
are gathered from a memoir attached to the Stepney Correspondence in
the British Museum, and from a paper in his own handwriting drawn up
apparently about the time of his threatened impeachment in 1715, with
a view no doubt to set forth his many services to his country. A few
portions of these materials are quoted literally. It will be sufficient to
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Thomas in the regiment of horse commanded by Lord
Colchester, afterwards Earl Rivers; the commission was
signed by the Prince of Orange on December 31, 1688, before
he was declared king. His elder brother William, who had
been very active in the Revolution, and had been recom-
mended to the notice of the prince and of Marshal Schomberg,
had a troop in this regiment. Very soon after his appoint-
ment the young cornet was sent into the Highlands with the
expedition against Dundee, in which service he suffered great
fatigues, the detachment being unprovided with tents and
many other necessaries. “ After having been marched back-
wards and forwards for several months, and having been in
many engagements with the enemy, he was sent by General
Mackay in charge of the sick and wounded upon less ex-
hausting duties, it being wondered at, particularly by the
general, that so young a man was capable of bearing such
fatigues.” The regiment was soon afterwards ordered to
Flanders, and served in all the campaigns in that country till
the Peace of Ryswick in 1697. In August, 1692, before
the battle of Steinkirk, Wentworth was in the detachment
forming the vanguard, which marched all night and came
close to the French camp, the soldiers of which were quiet in
their tents ; he saw them in confusion and surprise turn out,
mount their horses, and form their line of battle. Unfor-
tunately the main body of William’s army was left far behind,
and the detachment was ordered to halt for its approach,
which was not for many hours afterwards. This delay caused
the king to meet with a severe repulse from the French. The
vanguard charged the enemy several times, and Wentworth’s
squadron was reduced from 250 to 43 men; in the struggle
he received a contusion on his ankle from a spent ball, which
lamed him for some time, The same vanguard made the
rear guard to the army in their retreat, and did not get into
camp till break of day next morning. “Dompre, the lieu-

refer the reader to Lord Macaulay’s History for more picturesque details
of the campaigns in which Wentworth bore his part ; as well as for the
description of the magnificent embassy of Lord Portland to Paris, which
was Lord Raby’s first introduction to diplomatic life.



6 THE WENTWORTH PAPERS.

tenant-general of the Dutch troops, who commanded the
vanguard, told the king that there was a young cornet who
did miracles, and, having ascertained his name, commended
him to his majesty for promotion, as he very well deserved it.”
Upon which the king commanded Dompre to bring Went-
worth to him,and said that the general had given him sucha
character that he might depend upon an early promotion in
the service. In the succeeding winter William Wentworth
died at Brussels of a fever contracted on night guard, and we
are told that his brother at once rode to Breda after the king
to beg the vacant troop, but he was too late, for it had been
already given to Major Moreton, afterwards Lord Ducie. In
the next campaign he was assigned a place in the king’s
quarters, and became aide-de-camp to his majesty, serving as
such at the disastrous battle of Landen on July 19, 1693. He
was one of the four officers with the king that passed the
Mehaigne after the army was put to flight, and he lay all
night in an orchard near the little house, where William and
the Elector of Bavaria slept on straw. At a place near
Louvain, where the king dined the next day, “he desired
some great man to rise and make room for Mr. Wentworth,
saying, ‘ Pray let us who continued in the battle and all night
together dine together’” In October of this year he was
promoted to be a guidon or major of the first troop of guards,
and the king, as a further mark of attachment, gave him
more profitable employment as a groom of the bedchamber.
We next hear of Wentworth in attendance on the king at
the siege of Namur, through the month of July, 1695 ; his
brother Paul, a lieutenant in the foot guards, was killed there
in the attack on the counterscarp.

Sir William Wentworth died in July, 1692, so that, on the
death of his cousin William, second Earl of Strafford, Thomas
inherited the second title of Lord Raby, the earldom being
extinct, and took his seat in the House of Lordsin November,
1695. For some family reasons, now difficult to fathom, the
car]l had not thought fit to secure any portion of his estate to
the future holder of his second title, and had devised nearly
the whole of it to his nephew, Thomas Watson, second son
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of Lord Rockingham. Woatson thereupon changed his name
to Wentworth, and from his descendants the present Earl
Fitzwilliam derives Wentworth Woodhouse, and many estates
in Yorkshire and in Ireland. This disposition of the Strafford
property was no doubt a sad blow to the successor in the
empty title, and throughout life he seems to have been an
open enemy to the more fortunate branch of the family ; of
this we shall find evidence enough in the correspondence
hereafter to be quoted.

In 1697 the command of the Royal Regiment of Dragoons
was conferred upon Lord Raby, and early in the year fol-
lowing he accompanied Lord Portland on his embassy to
Paris. When King William went to meet the Duke of Zell
at the Goor he was one of the few courtiers selected to attend
him. “There he escaped a most eminent danger at a great
hunt. Being a young man of daring courage, he singly
attacked a wild boar, who, at his second thrust, threw him
down, ript his breeches from the knee to the waistband, tore
his shirt and some part of his flesh, and would have gored
him to death had not the king sent two huntsmen to his
relief, who with their spears killed the furious animal upon
him.”

In July, 1699, a commission was issued, with Lord Raby at
the head, to inquire into some riots in the Lincolnshire fens,
which had led to vast injury to the land there, the banks
having been thrown down, and many thousand acres sub-
merged by the sea.

Frederick the Elector of Brandenburgh was crowned first
King of Prussia in 1701, and William dispatched Lord Raby
at the head of a special mission to offer his congratulations,
and also to make a reconciliation between the two monarchs
in a matter arising from the imprisonment and disgrace of
Danckelmann, claimed as a Dutch subject. He left England
early in April, but his journey to Berlin was but slow ; for
on May g Sir Charles Hedges acknowledges a letter from
him at Hanover, and on May 20 his first letter from Berlin
“with an account of your having had audience of the King
and Queen of Prussia, and of the young prince, and of the
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civilities showed you by their majesties, which is suitable to
the respect they have for the King our Master, and your
Lordship’s own character.” His mission was quite successful,
and later events show that he made himself very popular
with the new king. On June 3, 1701, Sir Charles Hedges,
secretary of state, writes, “I am glad to find that you are
parting with that court with so much mutual satisfaction.”

Shortly afterwards the war with France again broke out,
and it was during Lord Raby’s absence on the duty of seeing
his regiment embark for Flanders that the king had the un-
fortunate accident which so soon ended his life. Raby
speedily returned to the bedside of his patron and friend, and
was with him every day till his death. “On kissing hands at
the accession of Queen Anne, he told her he had lost all his
employments with the loss of the king, except his regiment
of dragoons, which he came to offer her to dispose of to some
other she might think more deserving ; on which her majesty
was pleased to reply, ‘My Lord Raby, I commend your
concern for the king, but am sorry you should offer to resign
your regiment, since, were it now vacant, I know no man in
England T would sooner give it to than you, for I know you
deserve it ”

In July, 1702, Lord Raby appears with his regiment in
Flanders, but the following letter to him, in his great com-
mander’s own hand, shows him not unwilling to abandon
the military profession for something more independent and
profitable.

“ CAMP OF ASSENLEN, /Jzly 5, 1702.

“SIR,—I1 have every day sence I had the favour of yours
been in expectation of an opertunity of sending to Bolduck
or else you shou'd have heard sooner. Althoe I have re-
ceived three names from England which her Ma% is pleas'd
to desire my thoughts which might be proprest for the
Government of Jamaca, and having made an answer before I
had yours, yet I have not fail'd of sending your desire, which
I cou'd wish might succeed since it wou'd be of soe much
consequence to you. I may tell you that one of the three
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has desired to be excused from going which is my Lord
Cutts, another that is here is very indifferent, so that I hope
that it may not be disposed of till they know your desires.

“I desire you wou'd send to Coll. Ross, that he may take
care to send you your two new troops, which I am very glad
you desire, for I believe I shall be obliged very spedily to
send for you to join the army.—I am with truth, &c.,

“MARLBOROUGH.”

A few days after the date of this letter he receives signed
orders from the duke to join the train of artillery under
Colonel Charles Ross at Bois-le-duc with his Royal Regiment
of Dragoons, and march with them to the Grave—by,“ the
Grave” being meant a fortified town in Holland of that
name, and not the place of interment naturally suggesting
itself to most readers in such a connexion. Lord Raby took
an active part in this year’s campaign, had his horse shot
under him at Helchteren, and at the storming of the citadel
of Liége lost his youngest brother Allen, who had been one
of the late king’s pages. We find nothing more in the
Wentworth correspondence relating to Jamaica, but Luttrell
in his “Diary of State Affairs,” under date 1702, Sept. 8,
writes, “I am told Major-General Ingoldsby has declined the
government of Jamaica, and that her majesty has given it to
Lord Raby,” and on Sept. 12 he states that his commission
to be governor is passing the seals. If this were true, the
intentions of the queen were soon afterwards changed, for
upon his return from Flanders in November, “the Duke of
Marlborough,” to quote what appears to be Lord Raby s own
account of the matter—*having tried in vain to persuade
him to go on a mission to the King of Prussia (who urgently
desired to have him again at his court), carried him one
morning to the queen and said, ‘Madam, you know how
necessary it is to our service to have Lord Raby at Berlin;
I cannot prevail with him to go, but I hope he will not deny
your majesty, if you desire it of him.” The queen pressed it
in the most obliging manner, and assured him she would
take it so kindly of him; she promised him to take care that
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he had his promotion in the army as it present, and he
should have the nomination of all officers’ appointments that
should become vacant in his regiment, and that my Lord
Marlborough would see her promise performed.”

That the appointment was gratifying to the King of
Prussia is plainly shown by the letter he himself addresses
in French to Lord Raby on February 28, 1703, wherein he
expresses the great pleasure with which he has learnt that
his sister, the Queen of England, has chosen him for envoy
at the court of Berlin, and signs himself “ Votre trés affec-
tionné, Frederick, R.”

Lord Raby reached the Hague on his way to Berlin on
May 8. From Cologne on May 19 he writes to Hedges
that he had dined with the Duke of Marlborough at Bonn,
and had discussed the affairs of Prussia with him ; he appears
at Hanover on May 29, and reached Berlin about June g.

From Lord Raby’s private letters during his residence at
Berlin we get many glimpses of life at the newly-fledged royal
court. The following extracts from them may be given *—

To George Stepney, minister at Vienna, he writes in
September, 1703 :—

“With much ado we persuaded the Electress to a very
pretty entertainment, prepared by Madlle. Pelnitz last night
in the gardens of Lutzenburg. It was very prettily con-
trived, with a noble representation of clouds for Apollo, with
fine music; ill verses made by the Abbé Morow, and dances
by the Margrave, the two young princesses and all the court.
I think the Electress begins to recover her looks since the
loss of her son, which had extremely altered her.”

1703.—Nov. 3. “We have had a great deal of diversion
this week, especially your humble servant, who, besides the
king’s dining with me, have had some fine, and some of the
prettiest, ladies in town, invited themselves to sup and dance

* As most of the extracts are printed from copies of the letters pre-
served by Lord Raby, not from the originals, the spelling of many words
has been modernised.
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with me, two nights after the king dined with me, which was
trouble enough, for tho’ his majesty came extreme private,
yet so many followed him, that I was forced to have five or
six tables. He was so good to invite himself too, for I am
always afraid of too great honours, which occasions too great
expense ; and, as for the dancing, you know what a trouble
seven or eight women, with as many men, make.”

1704. June 7. “I dined yesterday at Madame la Grande
Chamballan’s with the Princess of Anhalt, who is a very
civil agreeable old woman with a great deal of fire for her
age. She is now at Potsdam and I believe her daughter
¢ Hanerette ’ with her whose shape is good still, but her face
red and quite spoiled.”

The two next letters refer to the visit of the Duke of
Marlborough after the battle of Blenheim i—

1704. November 18. To Mr. Whitworth, our Minister in
Russia. “The Duke of Marlborough having desired me to
speak to the Grand Chambellan who is hereditary postmaster
here to order relays to be ready for him in his Prussian
Majesty’s territories, he has accordingly given the necessary
orders for everything to be in a readiness on the road, and
his majesty’s own horses will be sent to bring the Duke
some of the last stages. They intend to receive him with all
the honours due to his quality and high merits, and the
great glory he has so justly acquired in the empire. They
have given particular directions for his reception in all the
great towns, and for firing the cannon where he passes; and
the Hotel des Ambassadeurs is preparing here for his lodging
and entertainment. The Prince Royal expresses a great
impatience to have the Duke here both for the desire he has
of seeing the person of so great a General and particularly
because his mafesty has given his highness hopes that he
may set forward on his travels soon after the Duke has been
here.”
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To Stepney Lord Raby sends the following account of the
great Duke’s entertainment at Berlin :—

“1704. Nov. 29. The Prince Royal set out last Thursday
morning early towards Hanover as he had proposed, but the
Duke of Marlborough could not get away from hence till
yesterday towards the evening, but hopes to be at Hanover
on Monday next ; and after two or three days’ stay there to
make all possible haste to the Hague. The Duke has been
regaled in an extraordinary manner here, the King, his court
and ministers and people of all degrees striving to express
the great satisfaction they had in seeing his Grace at Berlin.
His Majesty besides lodging and entertaining the Duke and
his attendants in the Hotel des Ambassadeurs gave his
Grace very noble presents, as a hat with diamond button
and loop, and a diamond hatband valued at between 20 and
30,000 crowns and two fine saddle horses out of his stables,
with very rich furniture, besides several other marks of his
bounty and generosity. Mr. Cardonnel had a present of
about 740 ducats, Col. Durel one of about 350, and Col.
Parks who came along with his Grace had likewise a purse
of about 200 ducats. The Duke while here was generally
entertained by the King, Queen, and Prince Royal and chief
ministers, unless when he did me the favour of eating with
me, where at the last supper I gave, the Duke, the King, and
his brother did me the honour to come. His Grace has
given great satisfaction here with that affable obliging be-
haviour which answers all his other extraordinary qualifica-
tions, and he is extremely contented with this court, and the
success he has had in his negociations which will appear to
be much for the advantage of the common cause . . . . I am
proud that my letter to the Secretary brought the Duke
hither and he succeeded according as I had sent word he
would ; being a young envoy I must let my brethren know
when I hit right. The honours they did him at Spandau
had like to have thrown him and me into the water, for it
being night when we passed that fortress the light of the
cannon frightened my young horses and they had like to
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have sprung over the bridge; for the Duke desired I'd go
alone with him thither that we might talk of what was done
and what was next to be done.”

Among the Godolphin Papers in the British Museum is a
long letter from Lord Raby to Godolphin, dated Nov. 16,
1704, in which he says that though he has always laughed at
those chemists “ who pretend to make or extract gold where
nature has placed none,” and he was very cautious what
propositions he submitted to his lordship, ¢ whose nice pene-
tration and judgment will quickly see what are reasonable
and what are fictions,” yet he cannot help laying before
him a “seeming extravagant proposal” from a man of very
good estate in Prussia, and related to two or three chief
ministers there. The proposal is set forth at great length,
and with apparent good faith, by Lord Raby :—“out of a
marke of fine silver which is worth about 50 shillings he will
extract every two months the worth of a ducat in gold, and
the silver shall not be diminished,” the ducat being valued at
9s. 6d. in England—and the author of it, of whose honour
and perfect sanity Lord Raby seems fully assured, is anxious
to get over to England, unknown to his family and the
Prussian Government, to carry out his discovery of this
possible transmutation of metals on a very large scale.
There is another letter on the subject dated February 4,
1705, which begins—

“I could not but smile at the conclusion of your Lordship’s
letter, that you should mention my being ever an instrument
of making your fortune ; but it may very well happen, and I
hope it will, that your Lordship may make mine, which wants
greatly an addition ; and if this project hits or fails, I shall
rely upon your lordship’s favour to make mine, for I am sure
you shall ever find me a faithful humble servant of yours.
The gentleman grew very impatient for an answer, and is
now extremely pleased with yours.” After giving a few
more particulars of this wonderful project, he desires Lord
Godolphin to keep the whole matter secret, for the sake of
Lord Raby’s reputation if it fails, and for the man’s sake if it
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succeeds, whose head or liberty at least is at stake. This is
the last we hear of the matter.

Stepney was noted at the time for some very indifferent
verse-making, upon which Lord Raby grounds a very neatly-
turned compliment, worth quoting for its accompanying
reference to a writer of wider fame :—

“1705. February 7. I would have sent you ¢ Les Memoires
de la cour de Vienne,’ but the bookseller has it not at present.
I thank you for your Latin inscription as it is altered and
hope to see it upon the pillar or statue which is to be set up
in Marlborough Square, that posterity may see that we had
not only as great heroes as the Romans but as good writers.
I am impatient for those verses you promise me of Prior’s,
who has an excellent knack of writing pleasant things and
tells a story in verse the most agreeable that ever I knew.”

Early in the year 1705, Frederick’s Queen, Sophie Dorothee,
sister of the Prince who succeeded to the English throne as
George 1., died suddenly at Hanover ; and on February 11
Lord Raby writes to his cousin, Mrs. Hanbury ;—

“You would laugh heartily to see me in the mourning I am
in at present for the Queen of Prussia. Ihave a crape hat band
which, when my hat is on, trails two yards on the ground, so
when it is off you may judge how long it is. Then I wear a
long black cloak down to my feet, before which is a train
belling (?) of three yards long, and my page holds up my
train as the ladies; and my long crape hat band looks like
the veils the ladies used to wear. Nothing is so dismal as
the court, where you see abundance of gentlemen all in the
same dresses. The King’s cloak is seven yards long. The
ladies come to court to see the King in black veils and black
head clothes, with black crape peaks over their foreheads,
and all their faces covered with black veils; and you must
imagine all this company in a great room covered top and
bottom with black and but four candles in it. To make it
more dismal the Queen’s body lies in state at Hanover and
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is to be brought hither, where she is to lie upon a bed of
state, dressed out as when she was alive, till September next,
when she is to be buried.”

To Brigadier Cadogan he writes, on February 24 :—

“News I have not a word to send you from hence, and
intriguing in this place is dull in the action, and would be
much more in the relation; besides, you know none of our
bean monde here, who are all, at present, under the cloud of
large black veils, for our mourning for the late Queen is very
deep here, and indeed this Court has lost its chiefest orna-
ment and diversion, for she was a princess of extraordinary
qualities. All her fault was she had too much wit, and could
not spare her friends, which made her enemies. Her husband
mourns as all other husbands used to do; he cried and took
on extremely at first, wears a long black cloak, but his grief
wears off apace. He sighs when he talks of his Queen in
public, and smiles in private when they tell him of marrying
again. The eldest sister of the King of Sweden seems to be
the fairest in view at present, but he has a mind his son
should have the youngest, and does not know well how to
reconcile that matter, though some tell him a father and son
may marry two sisters.”

And to his aunt, Lady Bathurst, 6 June, 1705 :—

“We are making great preparation here for the late Queen
of Prussia’s funeral, which is to be in about a fortnight’s time,
and my house stands in the street where the corpse and pro-
cession is to pass, and you will judge how fine the show is to
be when I tell you that my footmen are offered £5 English
for to let out the two windows that is in the room below
stairs where they eat; and I am so barbarous a Prince that
to their affliction I will not give them leave to take money
because it is in my house. Her poor mother, the Electress of
Hanover, seems still much afflicted for the Queen, and since
I have been out of town she has writ me a very melancholy
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letter, and expresses her grief more strongly in this than in
the first she writ me in answer to my letter of condolence.”

To his sister, Mrs. Donelan, Lord Raby writes on the same
subject on July 21 :—

“1 could wish you here, for we have a very fine town and
a great deal of magnificence, and have lately had the finest
funeral of our deceased Queen that could be seen ; for with-
out story we had the biggest church in the town hung with
black velvet and all gold fringes and laces, besides, the roof
within was all embroidered with gold and silver, and the
vastest quantity of wax lights that could be seen ; the Queen
of England’s was nothing to it all. The outside of the King’s
palace, which is a large one, was hung with black cloth,
and all the streets was covered with black cloth, where the
procession went. The ladies were all drest in white holland
with vast long trains which looked very pretty and odd.
The pall and the canopy over it were the finest things that
could be seen, being all cloth of brocade gold and em-
broidered with the richest fringes. I can’t tell you half the
finery, and if I should you’d hardly believe me, so I shall
leave this subject.”

Of Marlborough’s next visit to Berlin, at the end of
November 1705, he writes to Stepney :—“ The King was so
complaisant that he would not let me have the honour of
lodging him, as you had, and it was with much ado that I
got Lord Sunderland and him to one dinner and one supper.
All the rest of the time was invitations to the Veltmarshal’s,
the Grand Chamberlain’s, and the last night the King treated
the Duke at a little table in the Queen’s apartment, and we
were but seven at table; all was indeed very well ordered ;
we had a list of what wines we would call for, there was
sixty-four sorts, thirty-two of ‘tockay’—all, I believe, very
good, for we drank of. several sorts which were so. In short,
the Duke was in extreme good humour, and I believe went
away well satisfied that his sword was not so long a making
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here as his staff is at Vienna; and Lord Sunderland pro-
tested to me that the present he had from the Emperor was
not worth seeing.”

Interesting evidence of the state in which our embassy at
Berlin at this time was kept up is given us by a list, which
has been preserved, of Lord Raby’s so-called “family” in the
month of December, 1705. From this we learn that the
household consisted in all of sixty-four persons, whose names
and positions are for the most part denoted. First on the
list are Mr. Tilson, secretary to the Embassy, and Mr. Mogg
and Mr. Powell, gentlemen. The chaplain ranks apparently
between the maitre d’hotel and the English valet. Then come
a French valet, housekeepers, a confectioner, “soumillier,”
butler, “garcon de cave,” a master cook, second cook, and
three others; six pages, three running footmen, one of them
“Black a moor”; twenty footmen, “including Dutch John,
French John, and Simon the Dane”; two grooms with five
English saddle-horses, three coachmen, viz.— Peter with the
eight brown horses, Efrem with the eight bay horses, and
another with the six light-brown horses,” and a postilion with
each coachman.

Early in 1706 Lord Raby was advanced from the humbler
post of envoy to the more dignified position of ambassador
extraordinary at Berlin, and made a grand entry into the
city in that capacity in April, 1706 ; and in the same year an
opportunity was given Lord Raby of renewing for a few
months his experiences of military life, for the King of
Prussia was absent from Berlin for some time on a visit to
Holland. On June 8, 1706, he writes to Stepney :—“1I shall
follow the King to Cleves . . . The marriage of the Princess
of Hanover with our Prince I now think sure, and you see
our march like the proverb,—*better be at the end of a feast
than the beginning of a fray”; and from Wesel, on June 23,
we learn, that having received letters from the Duke of Marl-
borough and from England, which encourage him to take a
step to the army, he was resolved to go thither for some
days. From the camp at Helchin, July 22, he writes :—

(C
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“I hope future behaviour may make our dilatory pro-
ceedings (not to give it a worse name) at the beginning of
this campaign forgot. By the extreme good management of
Mons. Geldermassen, to save the pence of the States, his
masters, I believe our siege of Menin will be retarded longer
than one could wish. ’'Twill be invested to-morrow, and then
the troops are to strive, by breaking the sluices above the
town, to force that in the town, that the Lice (Ley) may have
water enough to bring the artillery from Gand; else we must
bring it up the Scelve (Sceldt) to this place, from whence we
shall have about four hours by land to draw it before the
town.

“The French will have at least 40 battalions and about
20 squadrons more than we ; the fierty (si) and vast opinion
the Duke of Vandome’s successes in Italy, and the French
king’s letter calling him from thence, have given him, may
make him think of coming out to face us, which, if he does,
the Duke of Marlborough is resolved to attack him. So we
shall soon see the fate of our campaign; for, if he skulks
behind rivers, as I believe he will, a town or two more than
this we have besieged will be the utmost of our operations
this summer. 1 will stay a little longer here to see which
way this scheme turns.”

At this time Lord Raby was so much in esteem with Marl-
borough that the duke had him in frequent consultation about
military matters, and during the siege of Menin he did not
miss one day going into the trenches; on one occasion his
German page was shot dead by his side. He also accom-
panied the duke in his coach to visit the trenches and the
advanced works connected with the siege of Ostend, then
being carried on by the Dutch General Overkirk.

When General Cadogan commanded a grand forage within
a mile of Tournay, with 6,000 foot and 800 horse, Lord Raby
went with him as a volunteer. The French, however, had
despatched a large force to intercept them, and the two
English generals attempted to cover the retreat of the main
body by charging the enemy with several squadrons; they
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succeeded in getting their dragoons in good order some
distance away, but in passing through a narrow defile a bold
effort was made by some French hussars to cut them off
from the rest of the troops. In the close struggle which
ensued Raby and Cadogan were hustled into a ditch together.
Lord Raby’s horse sprang quickly out again, and bore him
away, after a little more fighting, to a place of safety, where
he rallied his men and soon beat the hussars back; but, in
the mean time Cadogan, who had fallen off his horse, had
been taken prisoner. General Webb, with a regiment of foot,
also marched up to the rescue; but the hussars, satisfied with
their little success, soon put themselves and their prisoners
beyond reach in Tournay. An interesting letter, written by
Cadogan when still a prisoner to his brother general, has been
preserved, and may be quoted at length :—

“MY DEAR LORD,

“I received with all the pleasure imaginable
the honour of your Lordship’s obliging letter. I assure
your L -rdship the greatest pain I had when I was taken
was my apprehension for your Lordship’s safety, which
I was not assured of till my Trumpet came in the evening. I
was thrust by the crowd I endeavoured to stop into a ditch
on the right of the way we passed ; with great difficulty I
got out of it, and with greater good fortune escaped falling
into the hussars’ hands who first came up with me. A little
resistance I persuaded some few of the dragoons I had before
made alight (sé), and who could not get to their horses, saved
them and me, since it made us fall to the share of the French
carabiniers, who followed their hussars and dragoons, from
whom we met with quarters and civility, bating their taking
my watch and money. My Lord Duke has been so extremely
kind as to propose exchanging the Marquis de Croissy for
me, so I hope my prison will not be of very long continu-
ance. My most humble services to Comte Maffey. I cannot
end my letter without repeating how much joy I had to hear
of your Lordship’s being well, and ’tis a very sensible satis-

cC 2
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faction to me in my own misfortune that your Lordship, who
was so near falling into the same, escaped it.
“1am, &c.,
“WMm. CADOGAN.

“HELCHIN, 17 August.”

Cadogan was soon released on parole by Marshal Vendome,
and afterwards exchanged for Baron Palavicini, a French
general captured at Ramilies. Marlborough’s letters at this
time show his great uneasiness until he knew that Cadogan
was not killed, “ for he loved me and I could rely upon him.”

Lord Raby did not return to Berlin until January in the
following year, and for some time after that there is little
worthy of record. A brief glimpse of affairs when Harley
and his party were turned out of office, is afforded us in the
following letter written to Cadogan, dated March 10, 1708 :—

“ Condoling those turned out and congratulating those put
into the Secretary’s office (for I go no further) has taken up
all my time to-night, so that I can’t be as troublesome to you
as I designed ; and yet I must ask you this question entirely
entre nous : How comes it that Lord Treasurer [Godolphin]
and my lord Duke were so violent against Harley and all his
party, for I thought you told me that Harry St. Johns and
his gang were all entirely my lord Duke’s. Stories fly about
here as if the Queen should have told Lord Treasurer she
had rather part with him than Secretary Harley, and that
upon that the Duke of Marlborough told the Queen he’d lay
down his employments if Mr. Harley was not turned out. I
find by all my letters that the Court has been in a great
ferment for some time past.—Believe me,” &c.

N

Between May and September, 1708, Lord Raby visited
England, one object he had in view being the completion of
the purchase of another estate in Yorkshire, whereon he

| could erect a seat suitable to his growing dignity and im-

proved circumstances. Thé old home of the Cutler family,
at Stainborough, near Barnsley, was at this time in the



INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR. 21

market, and he purchased it, one of the many attractions of
the spot being that it was not far distant from the ancestral
seat of Wentworth Woodhouse, now possessed by his
obnoxious relative, Watson Wentworth. But his views on
this and other personal matters are best shown in his own
words, preserved in a copy of a letter to Cadogan, of inor-
dinate length, from which the following extracts will be
sufficient :—

“BERLIN, 16 February, 1709.
I need not remind you of my misfortune of
growing old in a foreign country, being in inaction when all
the world are in arms and seeking honour; and that I have
served constantly from 16 years of age in the army, and
have lost 3 brothers. . . . . I need not either tell you that
my coming hither was at the Duke of Marlborough’s request,
nor that his Grace did not only promise, but swore to me
he would take care it should be to my advantage; and if
after I had been here 3 years I desired it, I might return
again to the army. . . . . This he told me in the House of
Lords, and gave me a week’s time to consider whether I
would come hither or no, and pressed me again to it, before
I took the resolution. He presented me to the queen, saying
more in my favour than I deserved. . . . . I need not repeat
what passed when I was two years ago in the army, nor how
my staying there with his Grace’s approbation had like to
turn to my greatest misfortune. You know all the intrigues
that passed at that time concerning me, and tho’ great pains
had been taken here as well as in England, to show me that
my Lord Duke was entirely for removing me from this court,
yet I can protest to you I was so far from taking it ill, that
considering the information he had from hence and from
Holland, that I thought him extremely in the right had
things been as they were represented to him. . . .. Since
I returned (from England) I have complained to him (the
Duke) that I could not obtain one distinguishing mark of
her majesty’s approbation of my services, though she re-
ceived me the kindliest imaginable, and gave me all the

{3
.
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assurances I could desire of her satisfaction and inclination
to recompense me. The two things I desired were indeed
but feathers, and one a sort of a right, which was to be a
Privy Councillor, which no ambassador was . ever refused ;
and tho’ both the Queen and Lord Treasurer promised it me
when the embassy was ended, yet I own I had much rather
it had been done then, which was all T writ to the Duke
about that matter; . . . . but the other, of being made Earl
of Strafford, is what a word’s speaking may get done for me
now, and with being the head of the Wentworth family, who
has so much deserved the keeping of that title in it, I have
a very good pretension to ask it; since the Duke’s only
objection formerly was that I had not estate eno’ to support
it, and that I have now 4,000/. a year of my own; I think
this is no more an objection. Nay, I have bought a pretty
estate very nigh him who the late Lord Strafford made his
heir, which with what I had before in that country, I have
almost as much land in Yorkshire as he has, and am sure
I have a much better interest in that country; nor can I
think the consideration of him can be any bar to me, since
he can have no pretensions like mine, and is one that has
been and ever will be against the court and the ministry, let
them do what they can for him. . . . .

“I know ’tis thought by many that I have a fine post here,
but I am weary of it. I grow old in a strange country, and
am forgot by my friends in England ; besides, I lose my
interest in the House of Lords, where I might say, without
vanity, I had more interest when I came away than any
young lord in England. And what do I get here? T spend
more than the Queen’s pay, and see no prospect of getting
out honourably. My Lord Duke takes no notice of designing
me one of the plenipotentiaries at the general peace, to which
I have all the right imaginable. In England all the good
places are given as soon as they fall, that an absent man can
get nothing ; and in the army the Duke seems not inclined
to let me come again, tho' I would subscribe to anything
he should propose, if he would let me serve again. Here I
want all your friendship ; for God’s sake, counsel me what I



|

INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR. 23

shall do. I would not be importunate to my Lord Duke,
and 1 would not live in despair. Let my Lord but say
whether he ever thinks of me, or what he designs to do for
me, how long he would have me continue here, and if he
thinks me so arrantly good for nothing that I never could be
able to make any figure in my country, and whether amongst
so many servants so great a man as he must have, I may
not be thought capable to be one. England is upon such a
foot that the greatest and best of men can’t have too many
friends. My great-uncle, my Lord Strafford, left it as a
maxim to our family, that an Englishman can’t have too
many friends, and that people in power should not disoblige
the least groom, since no man can tell how things may turn,
‘for,’ said he, at the time of his trial, ‘Lord, how many do
I see who I thought most insignificant, who now sits the
heaviest upon me.’ . . .. I must conclude with protesting
that if I am so unfortunate as that at last, I must find myself
baulked of all my hopes, after spending my youth, hazarding
daily my life, losing my brothers and not bettering my
fortune by the service, I can retire contentedly, and live upon
what my birth gave me, even if I should lose what the late
king, my great and glorious master, gave me; and, pray
believe me, the uncertainty of my circumstances now makes
me more uneasy than the being reduced to live at last upon
what I have can make me then, since I am satisfied I have
not merited either mistrust or neglect from any one, espe-
cially from my Lord Duke of Marlborough, whom I have
ever truly loved and honoured. . . . . ?

In another letter to Cadogan, written three days later, he
points out that Lord Herbert is just dead, who was a Com-
missioner of Trade, “which is an employment, has been
given to ministers abroad, for Lord Lexington and Mr. Stepney
had it whilst they were at Vienna”; and he expresses his be-
lief that Marlborough might easily get this for him. Cadogan’s
reply to this impassioned appeal was guarded enough :—
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“ BRUSSELS, 12 March, 1709.

“My LorD,—Tho’ ’tis some time past since I had the
honour of your Excellency’s letter, yet I deferred answering
it till T had a proper occasion of entertaining my Lord Duke
at large about the contents of it, which my waiting on him to
Ostend, where he embarked last Friday, furnished. I am
infinitely obliged to your Excellency for the entire confidence
you are pleased to have in me,—’tis the greatest and best
mark of friendship, and which I assure your Excellency I
shall always endeavour to deserve. As to your Excellency’s
being personally well with my Lord Duke, I believe you may
certainly depend on it. I have always heard him mention
your Lordship with friendship and esteem, and, upon my
pressing, as far as was convenient, an élazrcissement on the
occasion of your letter, his Grace expressed himself with
kindness for your person and regard for your merit. As to
what relates to parties in England, 1 have ever avoided
speaking to my Lord Duke on that subject, and I always
found his Grace declined, as much as he could, meddling in
any domestic matters, or disposal of civil employments, con-
fining himself to the business of the war wholly, or such
foreign affairs as have a relation and connexion with it. As
to what concerns your Excellency’s interests or pretensions in
the army, I can sincerely protest I never omitted any favour-
able opportunity of improving, as far as was in my power,
the good opinion my Lord Duke has with justice ever had of
your Excellency ; and for your rank in the army, which was
properly what lay in my Lord Duke’s province, your Excel-
lency was never forgot; and I believe on all occasions when
my Lord Duke can show his particular value for you, you
will receive all the marks you can desire, which his Grace
repeated to me several times . . . . .. X

To which Lord Raby replied on the 26th March, after a
profusion of thanks, “I shall always own myself most obliged
to his Grace for the justice he has done me in my promotion
in the army, tho’ he should not think fit to do anything else
for me; and you must give me leave as a friend to tell you,
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that I believe you laugh at me, when you say that his Grace
does not meddle in any domestic matters or disposal of civil
employments, for I believe all England as well as myself are
assured of the contrary ; tho’ 'tis the same thing whether his
Grace can’t or won't do anything for me, I can’t but solicit
and press my friends to do the same things for me, amongst
whom I do really count you one of the chiefest, and flatter
myself that what you have left unsaid in my behalf you will
add in writing ; nor need I repeat that my request is one of
these,—either Commissioner of Trade or Earl of Strafford,—
tho’ I must add another thing which I think I have all the
just pretensions to imaginable, which is to be Ambassador
and Plenipotentiary at the General Peace, which, since I
must return, is the most honourable for me, and the best
pretence for the Government to remove me. . . .”

Writing on April 2, Cadogan says :—* Touching the pre-
tensions you have to be Earl of Strafford, I think it extremely
just, and that both your birth and services give you an
undoubted right to such a favour,” and he promises to do all
he can with the Duke. His ambition was not, however,
destined to be gratified for two or three years yet to come.
The power of Marlborough to help him, supposing the will
was not wanting, was growing weaker every day, and it was
from the Tory party that the coveted distinction was ulti-
mately obtained.

In the summer of 1709 the King of Denmark and the
King of Poland paid a visit to Berlin at the same time, and
honoured the English ambassador there with their presence
at a grand dinner, the King and Queen of Prussia being also
entertained. His later movements that year are shown in a
letter written to his aunt, Lady Bathurst, in the January
following :—

“ After treating my Kings and a Queen I set out for Italy,
and overran all that glorious agreeable country in two months
time. I was above six weeks sick in bed in Rome of a
violent fever I got by the excessive heats in travelling thither
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in the dog-days.” He bought there a great number of pic-
tures, “which, though it cost me a great deal, yet it is a
furniture for me and my posterity. I have about 30 pictures,
most part originals by the best hands or the copies by good
painters after the best pictures in Rome, and had I had time
there I should have ruined myself with buying up such sort
of curiosities.”

To his kinsman Sir William Wentworth, of Bretton, whom
when making the grand tour he had often met in the preceding
year, he writes on February 25, in reply to a hope expressed
of drinking “a glass of good ale or strong beer at Strafford
Hall ”—the name of Wentworth Castle was not given to his
seat in Yorkshire for some years afterwards :—

“] am going on as hard as I can drive with my building
and am at last persuaded to make it of brick and stone as
Hampton Court is, and which I am assured will look better

‘than all stone . . . . so the new front will be something like
that of the Duke of Leeds at Keton [Kiveton?] in our country.
We talk much of peace and shall know the certainty of it in
a very few days. If it is made I shall soon see you in
Yorkshire, or be there before you. I have already brewed
very good ale which is in my cellars, so they are not empty ;
and I am resolved to turn arrant country gentleman and try
to gain my neighbours by looking up my great dogs, opening
my cellars, and having no inn by my house.”

In July he writes to the same friend, “I have great credit
by my pictures and find I have not thrown my money away.
They are all designed for Yorkshire, and I hope to have a
better collection there than Mr. Watson.” A love of the fine
arts was not, however, a prominent trait in Sir William’s
character ; indeed, he writes, he has no money to buy them
with, and “I shall be well content with the walls of Bretton
just as they are so that I have but a good glass of ale or beer
to make my friends welcome with when they honour me with
their corr:pany.” Judging by these extracts the liking for
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malt liquors was yet far from extinct among the upper
classes.

Writing on 21st February, 1711, to congratulate the Duke
of Argyll on the command of the Queen’s forces in Spain,
Lord Raby adds “as I have had the honour of knowing you
long I must take the liberty to say there is nothing I have
longed for more than the ambition of that command ; since
naturally it had fallen to my share, had I not been sent (with
show of friendship) hither, to this scribbling trade, from my
command in Flanders, for my regiment to be sent over into
Spain to make a way for others to come in their room to
Flanders. I had the good fortune to be Colonel when
Mr. Stanhope was but Captain last war, and to be a general
officer this, when he was but Colonel ; for I served from the
very revolution where I begun in Scotland, and did not miss
one campaign last war, and I do protest that I came here
with reluctance, and continued every year since soliciting with
importunity my return, as promised, to my post in the army,
but as your grace sees, in vain. I beg you to believe me that
there is no man in Great Britain (since I have lost all hopes
myself) that I had rather had that command than your grace.”

Lord Raby’s embassy at Berlin terminated in March 1711
on his appointment as Lord Townshend’s successor in the
similar, but much more important capacity at the Hague. In
September he was created Earl] of Strafford. To this succeeded
in a few months his nomination as joint plenipotentiary with
the Lord Privy Seal, Dr. Robinson, Bishop of Bristol, to
negociate the celebrated Treaty of Utrecht. Many of the
circumstances of personal interest connected with his earldom
and special diplomatic mission are fully dealt with in the
many private letters addressed to Lord Strafford at the time,
which are printed in this volume, so they need not be
touched upon here. The biographers of Matthew Prior state
that he also would have been one of the plenipotentiaries at
Utrecht but for the haughty refusal of Lord Strafford to be
associated with a person of such low birth. Of the intention
to send Prior we have but one piece of evidence in the
Wentworth correspondence ; nothing has been found in it to
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show why the intention was changed. In a letter to Strafford
dated November 14, 1711, his friend “ Jack Wiche,” our
representative at Hamburgh, says :—

“ They write me from the office that your Excellence, My
Lord Privy Seale, and my old school-fellow and friend Matt:
Prior are designed for the Plenipotentiaries to encourage this
Peace. Faith, my Lord, though the affair is weighty, it could
never be putt into better hands; experience, resolution, and
learning wont be wanting, and who can mannage the interest
of Great Britain better, than those who are distinguisht by
their English hearts.” .

Swift in his Journal to Stella, under date November 20,
thus refers to the reported appointment “Odso, I must go see
his Excellency, ’tis a noble advancement : but they could do
no less after sending him to France. Lord Strafford is as
proud as Hell, and how he will bear one of Prior’s mean birth
on an equal character with him, I know not.”

Another entry dated February 20, 1712, thus refers to the
two plenipotentiaries, Lord Strafford and Dr. Robinson.”
“They are both long practised in business, but neither of them
of much parts. Strafford has some life and spirit but is
infinitely proud, and wholly illiterate.” Elsewhere Swift says
that Strafford *can’t spell,” which is true enough according
to modern notions on the construction of some words ; but
his lordship might have retorted, with Will Honeycomb, that
he was above such pedantries, and that he spelt like a gentle-
man, not like a scholar.

Immediately after his attainment of the earldom, Lord
Strafford was married to Anne, only daughter and
heiress of Sir Henry Johnson, of Bradenham, Bucks, a city
knight who had amassed considerable property as a ship-
builder. Johnson had already allied himself with the
Cleveland branch of the Wentworths by a second marriage
with Martha, daughter of Lord Lovelace, who became
Baroness Wentworth in her own right. Through the last-
named lady the manor of Toddington in Bedfordshire, where
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Henrietta, Lady Wentworth, is said to have lived with the
Duke of Monmouth, came ultimately into the possession of
Lord Strafford. Swift says that Lord Strafford received a
fortune of 60,000/ with his wife ; she certainly brought him,
on her father’s death, some valuable estates, including Freston,
Suffolk, and the borough of Aldborough, in that county,
which had been represented in Parliament by the Johnsons
for many years. Of Strafford’s own pecuniary position at
this time we are made aware by a paper drawn up by himself
evidently at the time of his marriage. His estates at Wake-
field and Stainborough in Yorkshire and at Ashby Puerorum,
Greetham, Wainfleet, &c. in Lincolnshire, and the house at
Twickenham, are put down at 1,500/ a year; the post fines
granted to him by King William, 2,000/. a year ; “in the fund
of the g9 years” 500/ a year; ready money 14,700/ ; his
colonelcy of Dragoons is valued at 10,000/, and certain in-
vestments at about as much more; 12,000/ in plate and
jewels, “ besides pictures, very rich furniture, and equipage in
Holland to a considerable value.”

It is curious to notice that although many letters of his
mother and of other relatives and friends, some of them here-
after quoted, are filled with schemes for an advantageous
marriage of Lord Strafford, no reference is found in any of
them to the particular match he made. So quietly was the
matter settled that his sister, Lady Bellew, writing her con-
gratulations on his earldom on July 16, adds, “I hear you
are going to be married to Lady Betty Hastings, a great
fortune. I wish it true, and all the happiness this world can
afford.” Of Lady Strafford’s amiable and engaging qualities
few could doubt who had the opportunity to read through
her numerous letters to her husband, which have been so
carefully preserved ; for, fortunately for the interest of this
work, Lord Strafford’s diplomatic labours compelled him and
his wife to be much apart in the early years of married
life, and a regular correspondence between them was a
necessary consequence. These letters would of themselves
fill a volume, if printed at length ; but, naturally, the subjects
of many of them are of too trivial and every-day a character
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for publication at the present time. Age will, however, add
to the value of the unpublished portions, and what now
appears tedious and commonplace in the domestic letters of
Queen Anne’s reign, will probably, a century or two hence,
be read with supreme interest. The same remarks may, with
equal justice, be applied to the still larger collection of letters
of Lady Wentworth to her “dearest and best of children.”

There is little more of personal interest to be recorded of
Lord Strafford, besides what can be gathered from the cor-
respondence succeeding this memoir. His connexion with
the Treaty of Utrecht is a matter of European history, and it
forms no part of the object of the present volume to deal
with the difficult political questions suggested by the mention
of that ill-starred negotiation. We may, however, here insert
a letter from him to his old friend Lord Berkeley of Stratton,
who, as we shali see afterwards, is for some years one of his
most regular correspondents, which gives us a glimpse of
the plenipotentiaries at work :—

“UTRECHT, 29 Jjanuary, 1712.
“MY DEAR LORD

“Must excuse me if my Letter is short, and I refer
you to a Circular for the Transactions here, in short we have
open’d the General Conference with the French in spite of
all opposition, and I must say they have behaved themselves
with the utmost politeness. The old Marechall [d’Uxelles]
spoke after Lord Privy Seal had done, and spoke, without
many flourishes, to the point, but I was charmed to hear the
Abby Polignac, who is, first, a tall gracefull handsome Man,
and has the handsomest Delivery I ever heard a man, so
much the more as that he was answered by that w/ip'd Cream
Buys, who has many words and little to the purpose.
Menager said nothing, nor indeed is very much look’d upon
by the other two, who value themselves upon their Quality,
being of very great as he is of none. We have gain’d two
points to day, I hope they will make them public; on this
the French has declared they look upon the General Points
signed by Menager as binding only to themselves and not to
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the allies, and that they are ready to explain the succession
to be the Protestant succession and to put in what we shall
desire against the Pretender. :

“These points I think should be publicly known in
England to stop people’s mouths who roar against Peace,
but you'll take no notice you have it from me. The allies
meet to-morrow to settle some matters and answers for the
French ; amongst ourselves we are impatient to hear from
your side, wanting some posts, and know nothing what is
done with your 12 Peers nor Prince Eugene nor our great
discarded General. They tell us many Lies and stories but
I hope all goes well and that you are in perfect health which
will be the greatest comfort imaginable to your Lordship’s
most faithful obedient,” &c.

Lord Strafford still continued ambassador at the Hague
after the signing of the Utrecht Treaty : in November, 1713,
he came over to England for about three months, apparently
to look after his own affairs. The following letter was written
to Mrs. Arundell, now a lady of the bedchamber, shortly
before the death of Queen Anne, in reference to the attempt
made to bring over Prince George of Hanover, soon to
succeed her as George I. :—

“HAGUE, 25 May, 1714.

“DEAR SISTER,

“Is there anything in this world to be valued by us
equal to the Queen’s health and satisfaction? I am sure
there is nothing I would not do to contribute to both.

“I must own to you that I was struck with mortification
when I received letters last night that she had been extreme
ill, and one in the ministry attributes it partly to being uneasy
that the Electoral Prince of Hanover would come over, and
that House keep no measures with her. I know both to be
false ; and if you found an occasion you might let her majesty
know what I write, and that there is nothing I would not
undertake to satisfy her majesty on this or any other point.

“A certain great minister writ to me to write to the
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Electress when this affair of Schutz happened, which makes
such a noise, which I did and writ roundly to her and told
her the truth, so much that tho’ she did not show Mr. Harley
my letter, yet she told him I had set her right on these
matters more than any one had done, and this day I received
a letter from her all with her own hand, in which she says
the Elector knew nothing of it, and Schutz mistook her
orders, which was not to ask, but only to inquire, if the Duke
of Cambridge should not have his writ as well as other
Dukes, &c.

“1 know you are timorous, but as it is only for the Queen’s
own immediate satisfaction, there is nothing you ought not
venture to contribute to it, but if you think there is no occa-
sion to inform her majesty of this, burn this letter and speak
of it to no one; but if the Queen would see my letter to the
Electress and her answer, I am ready to send the original of
the Electress’s answer and a copy of my letter straight to the
Queen, tho’ I would not do it to any one else. As this comes
to you in my mother’s packet, you may be sure it will not be
opened, for they must all know my letters to her are not
worth that curiosity ; so if you send me an answer do it by
the same conveyance. You need put no name if you have
any answer from the Queen, and to disguise in case it should
be opened, you may always mention the Queen by the title
of our very good Master, which is what few will find out, and
the Electress you may call our old Cousin. Don’t think by
this, dear sister, that I have a mind to draw you into any
matters that do not belong to you, or write this but purely
out of affection, and for the ease of the best of Queens and
mistresses to us both.”

Little more than a fortnight before the Queen’s death, he
writes to Lord Berkeley of Stratton of the notorious disputes
between Harley, now Earl of Oxford, and Bolingbroke,

“HAGUE, 13t July, 1714.
“My LorD,—Tis my misfortune always to write to you in
haste as tis your goodness of friendship always to pardon
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me. We have million of stories fly about of the quarrel
between our two great men, but why the D. of M—— going
to England is to be a consequence of it, I can’t well see, nor
why lord privy seal should be out as the Dutch gazette
says, I can’t conceive, for let which will get the better of
t’other, ’twill be Tory still, for I hope neither will be so mad
as to trust the Whigs: I am sorry for the Queen who I am
sure is enough perplext, nor can I well tell on which side
Lady Masham is; I am sure none knows the truth more than
your Lordship, and if you will open my eyes without a name
to your letter be assur’d the secret shall be inviolably kept
by your, &c.

The peaceful accession of George I. led, as we all know, to
the downfall of Bolingbroke, and the collapse of the Tory
party ; and the recall of Lord Strafford from his embassy at
the Hague was soon resolved upon by the victorious Whigs.
His duties there did not, however, terminate till the end of
December, 1714. In a letter from him to Lord Halifax
written in November asking for a settlement of the accounts
connected with his embassy, and pointing out the great
expenses he was led into by the necessary celebrations for
the Peace and the King’s Coronation, he says :—*“ I assure I
had above 500 people whom I entertained both in eating and
drinking from 10 o'clock at night till five in the morning.

. ’Tis hard after having served the crown constantly
either in the army or ministry ever since the Revolution till
this time to think that being recalled without any previous
notice I should be obliged either to leave a clamour of debts
behind me, or else to pawn or sell some of my things to pay
them, which can’t be done secretly here. I don’t pretend to
plead poverty for I thank God my estate and revenues are
more than sufficient to maintain me at the full height I wish
to live, but it is all so tied by marriage settlements that I
can’t dispose of one farthing of my capital, tho’ I should
suffer the dishonour to the Crown and myself of having my
baggage stopped for debt, and tho’ I have lost already 8ooo/.
a year by the Queen’s death, yet I do assure your Lordship

D

»
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I am several 1000/ the worse in my own fortune by my
embassy.”

An anonymous defender of Lord Strafford thus writes of
him at the time of his impeachment :—

“In his youth I find him struggling with many difficulties,
being under age and without a guardian at the time of his
father’s death, who dropping off very suddenly left his affairs
in so perplext and confused a manner, that without serious
application and very prudent conduct, it would have been
utterly impossible for him to have disengaged himself. To
which might be added his being capriciously, not to say
unjustly, disinherited of a great estate, yet his industry in
serving his family at home, and his gallant behaviour in
serving his country abroad, broke through these obstacles,
and together with his marriage have made him very easy in
his fortune—without the least imputation of corruption or
any indirect practice. How far his Lordship’s education in
Courts and the army, has allowed him to improve by books
I know not, but those great affairs which he has undertaken,
and successfully accomplished prove him to be blessed with
very wonderful endowments of nature, and to have as clear,
and withal as extensive a knowledge of business as any one
this age can boast of. But what I think should confirm him
in the good opinion of all true Englishmen, and for.ever
silence all unreasonable scandals are those many marks of
favour by that most nice discerner of merit, King William,
and if the late King of Prussia had not been thoroughly
sensible of his Lordship’s great abilities and firm integrity it
is hardly credible that he would have left (as he in a manner
did) all his affairs to be modelled by his Lordship’s more dis-
cerning judgment.

“The late Electress of Hanover, mother to his present ma-
jesty, had a most particular affection for him, which is
sufficiently known by all that ever heard her speak ot him,

. and it is certain that before vehemence, ungrounded
jealousy, and the prejudice of party incited some men, whose
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interest it was to sully his reputation, to do him ill offices, he
was very well esteemed by his present majesty, as appears by
his reception of him at the Hague, and the very gracious
letters which I am assured the Earl had from him before and
since the Queen’s death.”

After the failure of the attempt to impeach Lord Strafford -
for his share in the Utrecht Treaty, the ex-ambassador seems
to have quitted public affairs in disgust, and to have devoted
himself to the completion of his great house and to the im-
provement of his estates in Yorkshire. The number of letters
addressed to him for some years after his return from the
Hague is very small, and it is probable that it was not
thought politic to preserve many of them ; for there can be
no doubt that the dissatisfied Earl was in occasional corre-
spondence with the Pretender—the extracts from the Stuart
Papers in Windsor Castle printed by Lord Stanhope in his
History prove this clearly enough.

Lord Strafford died at Wentworth Castle in November,
1739 ; but his body was removed to Toddington in Bedford-
shire, where he lies buried with many others of the ancient
race of Wentworth. He left four children, many of whose
letters to their father have been preserved with the rest of his
correspondence, and are quoted from in this volume. His
only son William Lord Wentworth, who succeeded to the
title, married Lady Anne Campbell, daughter of the Duke of
Argyll, but died childless; he is chiefly remembered as an
intimate friend and correspondent of Horace Walpole. On
his death in 1791 the title went to Frederick, grandson of
Peter Wentworth, and became extinct in 1799. The estates
of the Earl of Strafford went ultimately to his three daughters,
Anne, Lucy, and Henrietta, and their descendants.
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Letters of ISABELLA, LADY WENTWORTH, 20 /er Son, LORD
RABY, at Berlin, 1705-1708.

February 2, 1705.

My dearest dear childe, I am very sorry you have lost
your Queen, for I know you had a very great veneration for
her, and I doe very much pety the Poor Princis Sophya,
sure her greef must be great, and having soe laitly lost a son
to* I lament that such a yousles creature as I should
outliv soe many fyne young folks. Cosin Hanburer sent for
Betty and I yesterday to meet Bell and her spous, whear we
was all very merry and dranck your health in very good wyne ;
we playd at cards, I am groan a great gaimster, but when we
meet my cossin is denyed to all other company. She and
her husband came this afternoon to see me, and Bell and
hers, and Peter and his boy, it being my veseting day, and I
take the same freedum you gave me when you was hear in
making a great show with your tea tables and dishis; but
you left but one tea-pott, that is, the little blew and white
one. The post I fear will be gon if I ad any more then to
asure you never mother loved her only child, more then I
doe you, that are the best of children to

Your moste infenitt
affectionat Mother

I W.¢

* The first Queen of Prussia died in January of this year. She was
a daughter of the Electress of Hanover, and sister therefore of the future
George I. :

+ In the postscript the writer tells a scandalous story about the Duke
of Grafton and a Lady, whose husband had made it up again “with an
oth that if ever she is kinde with a tory he never will forgiv her” ; but
as the story is contradicted in her next letter it would be unfair to give it
at length.
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February 13, 1705.
My dearest dear childe . . . .

The other day Peter brought his youngist son to se me
which is the fynest of all his far beyand Will. I fancy it
lyke dear Paul; it has your skin and very brisk gray eye
and a luvly culloar, and very plump round faic, its fyner
much then the girle, whoe Bell has geven a very fyne coat
to, it being her God Daughter. Its time for you to thinck of
a Wife, for this will be Peter’s fifth childe. I am very sorry
for poor Major Larranc. I hear he is condemd to be shott
to death, about a consperecy to delever up Gibletor, with
sixteen more offecers all to dye; he was a freind of poor
dear Paul’s, soe I am hartely sorry for him* We have fyne
summer wether now, its said to be very sickly. I thanck
God we are all well. Fubst is in sum trouble, for yesterday
she parted with her last little one, but it is as great a trouble
to Pug for she was infenit fond of it, and soe was the puppy
oftler, a0k

Marck 9, 1705. :

. . .. Yesterday thear was great rejoysing, all the Ladys
and Gentlemen in thear Birthday cloaths. But the Queen
would not giv them a Baul nor Play. Betty was in the
Drawing room and loocked very handsom. I wish she had
a good husband, for she is now in her Pryme and she affects
to be afraid of the small pox, and thearfor I fear would be
pepered with them should she get them, and then her market
would be spoyled as sister Skynner ses. We shall goe in a
fortnight to Twittingham, whear I hope to have many a
happy day with you. I pray God send Peece, and then I
shall long for that happy time; but whilst the warr lasts, its
my earnest prayers that you may contenew whear you are

* In December, 1704, during the siege of Gibraltar, it was discovered
that “an English major, and some other conspirators” (according to
Boyer’'s Annals) were in treasonable correspondence with the Spanish
camp. Paul, twice mentioned in this letter, was the writer's son, killed
at the siege of Namur in 1695.

1 Fubs was a pet dog, Pug a pet monkey.
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and that your days may be long and prosperus. I pray God
grant thees blessings to, dearest dear childe, your moste
infenit affectionat mother.

Fubs, Pug and Pus presents their duty to Folly and Baden.

Marck 16, 1705.

. +. . Lady Windum, Lady Hyde’s sister is dead, and
Lorde Dalkith the Duke of Munmouths eldest son is dead,
was abroad a Munday and Tewsday he was about his own
hous, and dyed Wensday morning at fower of the clock;
and there is twoe strang fishis taken up, and fower sons was
seen by severell and a flaiming soard. This I was told for
truith, but I know not how to afirm it for truith, but this I
will afirm for truth that no son was more beloved by a
mother then you ar by yours.

TWICKENHAM, Marck 30, 1705.%

My dearest deare childe, we came hear last Tewsday, which
hendred me from writing. 'Indeed your gardens are very
fyne, and in very great order. We drinck your health every
meal. I wish you could be hear with out danger, but when
I consedder how many hassards you must run in coming
hear I then hartely thanck God for your absenc, and beg he
of his marcy will contenew you in health and prosperrety,
but that you may still stay whear you are tell the warre is

* Lord Raby’s house at Twickenham was on the site of what is now |
known as Mount Lebanon ; he bought it in 1701. It was originally the
house of Pepys’ friend, Dr. William Fuller, a schoolmaster ; and after-
wards belonged to Lady Ashe. On the fourth Earl of Strafford’s death °
it became the property of his sister, Lady Anne Conolly, who pulled it
down and built the present house. Her daughter Frances, Lady Howe,
inherited it ; then Miss Fanny Byng. In recent times Mount Lebanon
was occupied by the Prince de Joinville, third son of Louis Philippe.
The neighbouring house, now the Orleans Club, was in the time of
Queen Anne owned and occupied by James Johnstone, often named by
Lady Wentworth as “Secretary Johnson,” he having been Secretary of
State for Scotland. These particulars are derived from the Rev.
R. S. Cobbett’s Memorials of Twickenham, an interesting work containing
extracts from the parish registers which have assisted the present editor
in verifying many matters mentioned in Lady Wentworth’s letters.
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over, for I can not bair the thoughts of seeing you hear
before. Our Bedstids being old and craysy just as Betty
stept into bed broak all to peesis; it can not be mended, I
hope you will order Mr. Elleson to gett a new one. I will try
to patch this up as well as we can, or to Borroe one tell we can
gett one. Mr. Elleson ses you ordered the Dogs alowanc to
be stopped, you know you always alowed a lever, and sheeps
head, when your self and all your famely was hear, and my
neacis famely is not soe large as yours, she keeps a very good
hous but thear is Fubs, soe I hope you will alow as you

TWICKENHAM, Ap7il 2, 1705,
My dearist and best childe,

. ... A lyne from you givs me more true comforte
and joy then anything hear can doe, although we liv verry
plesantly hear, eat and drinck very plentefully, fynly and
neatly, our coock goes farr beyond Margett for coocking,
and both fish and flesh is very resonable, and fowl very
plentefull, chickins, pidgions, and rabitts, and very resonable
raits all. We have changed only the Butcher upon Pagis
request, we by of Moar, and have as good meet as ever was
eat. We have syder and wyne and strong ail every meal,
and your Brewer sent such Bitter Bear that none can drinck
it, soe we have it from one at Wesminstor. This day we
have been to se Secretary Johnson's gardens, which is much
admired, and from thenc we went upon the water, it being a
fyne warm day. We drinck your health every meal. My
neic and Mr. Hanburer ar very kinde to me, and Fubs is a
mighty favorett ; at first my neic was afraid of her jumping
upon her, but Fubs is soe suttle as to fawn upon her, and kiss
her, and coms gently to her, that she cannot ster without her ;
and last Sunday would have her goe with her to church, and
I will asure you, Fubs satt very orderly ; and Pug is very
kindly treeted but at great distanc, for my neic is very much
afraid of her. I have gott my bedsted mended, in my last I
was afraid it could not be dun.
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TWICKENHAM, April 3, 1705.

My dearest and Best of children, I wish you a happy Easter
and many more. The Wedoe Bromly* writ me word of is
marryed, I wish you a good Wife before next Eastor. I have
found out a match that will plees you I am sure very much;
she has fower thoussand a year and ver prety, but what will
plees you most is—she is but fower year old. If you are not
marryed by this next Easter com twelv month, I have pro-
mist to take and keepe one of Peter’s children. Mrs. Went-
worth is not marryed yett, which I wunder at; why would
you not take my sister Batthurstt offer, for she by me offerred
to try her Retorick with her and none in the world could doe
it better then she, and she asured me she would not doe it for
any in the world but you, and she has a great deal of Ello-
quenc, and can doe Better then any. I wish I had but half
as much and then this would be les troublesom to you but
baer with it and conseder it coms from a most vehement
lover of you, and can never exspres how much she is, &c.

Its not a flurrish but a most sencear truith, and to the
utmost of my power I will in al things prove it.

TWICKENHAM, April 12, 1705.
My dearest and best of children,

I wish you joy, for I hear you are a step higher in the
Army, that you are Major-General. In peec I should lyke
it, but O that I had mony enough to by it Quite ofe, and
to oblidge you to sett quiet at home diverting yourself in
your gardens, and Boocks, and being happy in a good wife
and children—even to think of this is a pleasure to me. The

* John Bromley was Lord Raby’s agent at Wakefield, and it appears
to have been part of an agent’s duties in those days to look out a wealthy
match, with a widow or otherwise, for his master. We shall meet with
other instances of this in the correspondence. Later in this year Bromley
sends an account of Lady (Betty ?) Hastings, “ very handsome and a vast
fortune.”

+ Sir Benjamin Bathurst married the writer’s sister Frances Apsley.
Their distinguished son Allen, created Lord Bathurst in 1712, Pope’s
friend and executor, is frequently mentioned in the letters, and appears
himself as a correspondent with his cousin at a later date.
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young Lady Blunt told it me. Hear will be a great plenty
of fruite this year, al things ar very forward and your Gardens
ar invery good order and charmingly prety. What I lyke
wors hear is the staying soe long for our letters, that is for
yours, the rest I can bair with patienc. All your dums are
very well, Fubs never was a greater darling to you then she
is to Cosin Hanburers, to both of them. This town is but
emty yett, for thear is but few come down yett. The old
Lady Blunt and all her Daughters are gon from henc and liv
hard by your Aunt Skinner in town ; the young Lady livs in
that hous that Mrs. Clark had next to your little hous by the
Common. Mrs. Loe contenews yett very ill, I fancy she will
hardly clyme up May hill. I pray God send you all the
Blessings this world can afford it is the sincear aad harty
prayers of, &c.

[P.S.] My neaphew Batthurst showed me a letter of yours
which pleesed him very much, and my sister to—it had versis
in it.

Its said hear your King and his son is going to be marryed.

TWICKENHAM, June 5, 1705.

My dearist and best of children, I giv you ten thousand
thancks for your twoe letters, May the 16 & 26, indeed I began
to be very much in the spleen having not hard of a great
while before. Your brother Arrundell and Mr. Hanburer
have both gott thear elections.* Peter tells me very good
news but I want to have it confirmed by you. Itsnot possable
for anybody to be kinder to me then Mr. and Mrs. Hanburer.
I am yoused with great respect both by themselves and
sarvents, if I was her mother she could not yous me Better,
and Betty is as her sister to them both. Peter his Wife and
little Willy coms hear next thursday and stays hear a week
or as much longer as they plees. Yesterday Lady Broock
Brought her Granddaughter, Lady Rachell Nowell to see me.
I wish you had her, they say she has at least thirty thousand

* Francis Arundell was returned for Northampton, and John Hanbury
for Gloucester, at the general election in May, 1705.
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pd.* My sister Skinner is just come, this was to goe by the
Waterman, but now by her man. She tells me great news,
I wish it was treble as much. She ses thear is ten thous-
sand pd coming from Ireland to be put into the Bank of
England. I sopose you are assured of the safty of it or elc
you would not place it thear. I told her the sencear truith
that I did know nothing of it. Pray tell me if I may wish you
joy or not of being Embassedor, your Brother Peter asures me
it is soe. If you be yourself cannot be half soe much rejoysed
at it as I am, my joy is upon what you thinck not of, for
myne is cheefly upon your being out of danger, and I
trust in God the wars will be ended before your time
will be out. I hear my neaphew Batthurst has carryed his
election. . . . .

[P.S.] .. .. Fubs is fonder of my neic Hanburer than
ever she was of you. She can not move out of one room to
a nother, with out her following ; and is very still tell the
water is put upon the table, then she jumps up and drincks
out of a glas. She will bight her friend Betty if she offers
to medle with my neic, and I could fill a hole sheet of paper,
should I tell you all her suttle tricks.

TWICKENHAM, June 12, 1705.

....In my last I told you Sir John Stanly brought
Secretary Hedgis to se your lodginst{ and if he had lyked
them he had been to have had them. I writt to my sister
Battherst, whoe was soe very oblidging that she writt emed-
getly to the Dutchis, and urged that I had not my health in
the country in the winter: and yesterday she sent the Dutchis
letter in answear to it, which was that it was to be feared that
I could not keep my lodgins long, for sooner or later I must
exspect to loos them, for it was but resonable that the
Queen’s own famely should be provyded for before strangers.

* This lady, a daughter of Lord Gainsborough, was married to the
Duke of Beaufort in February, 1706, carrying with her, according to
Luttrell, a fortune of 60,000/.

+- At the Cockpit, Whitehall, occupied by Lady Wentworth when not.
at Twickenham.
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My sister writt a very kind letter to me and with concern
and mighty exprestions of lov to you, and tells me of a kind
letter you writt her, which pleesis her very much, and she
would advise you to take sum speedy cair to prevent the
loosing them, she ses she doubts not but you may prevent it.
She sent a man an hors yesterday o purpos, because I should
loos noe time to tell it you. My cheef concern is for you,
though I doe confess they are very prety in my eys to; and
it will be a great charge to remove all the goods, and hear is
not roome for them ; besydse nothing can be more convenyent
to you, it being so near the Parlement hous and the Court.
Mrs. Dauson and Mother Harreson* and Bridgett Harreson
all had lodgins in St. Jaimsis upon King Jamsis acount, and
why not I? my father and mother was sarvents to the
Queen’s own mother as well as they ; and the twoe old ons
kept thears tell they died, and Bridget after, tell the great
wynd blew them down.4 I wish you could gett mony
enough to bygh a good hous of your own in town, you would
soon save it in hous keeping, for those lodgins ar very charg-
able, and all things in publick, nothing spoke ore dun but
known to all the town and parrafraised upon ; but tell your
return I wish you might keep them, for the good of all your
goods in them, which will be duble charg, not to remove them
whear thay ar to fix. When the Queen Doweger caime over,
one of her cheef offecers, Lord Desilvis, brought his mother
over, which was as old and ugly as myself ; she never apeared
but to me, he being your father’s friend. Soe I cannot help
wishing myself in cogneto with you, whoe is the Darling of my
soul, and the delight of my eys, and dearer to me then any
words can exspres, nether is it possible for me to tell you, how

much I am, my dearest dear, your moste infenit affectionate
mother.

* Margaret Dawson was one of the chief ladies-in-waiting on Mary of
Modena, and made a deposition concerning the legitimacy of the Pre-
tender. Alice Harrison held the office of “ mother of the maids ” of honour.

+ The terrible storm of 26 November, 1703, is no doubt here referred

to, famous in literature for the simile drawn from it in Addison’s
¢ Campaign.”
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TWICKENHAM, June 15, 1705.
b3 * * *

Lady Ellenor Hollis and a nother of the Duke of New-
castle sisters has bought your little hous hear. The young
Lady Blunt livs the next doar to it at Mrs. Clarcks, and one
that livs very high and has a very fyne coach and leverys has
bought Mr. Ryly’s house, they call him Captain Goar. My
cossin hear take great delight in fishing, and ketch many ;
they say the pond by the syde of your Iland has many fish,
but some say its nothing but vermin, they tryed but could
gett none thear. Mr. Johnson ses you will repent your not
takin his advyse to doe it up for he ses it will stinck soe that
it will be very offensiv to the hous, and unholsom. . . . .

Awugust 14, 1705.

My dearist and best of children, I think I forgott to tell
you in my last that my neaphew Batthurst has bought
Cobhom, Lady Cornberry’s estate ; it is a great one and thear
is as great a hous upon it as St. Jamsis, it is forty seven
thousand pd * . . . . The night before last was an exstreem
wynde has broak one of your windos in your dynin room
quite down, and every windoe in myn a little. Lady Over-
kirk’s one I se is quite down and many more broak ; I hear
thear is a market boat and seven people drownd . . . .

[P.S.] Sir William Umble 1 dyed last Sunday night.

Auwgust 21, 1705.

. .. . I wish insteed of thees lodgins you had such a prety
hous, and as well furnished as hers (Mrs. Hanbury’s, her
niece’s). They have a lees for five year of it; thear is a little
garden, a gravel walk in the midle, and a gras walk of each
syde, at the end an arber the hole breadth of the garden, and

* Cobham descended to Lady Cornbury, afterwards Countess of
Clarendon, from the Stewarts, Dukes of Richmond and Lennox. Her
daughter married John Bligh, first Earl of Darnley, and Cobham is still
in the hands of the last-named family ; so Lady Wentworth must have
been misinformed about the sale of that estate.

t Sir William Humble was buried at Twickenham August 18.
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a doar in to the stables. The rent for the hous, stables and
coachhous is threescore pd a year, very good water both to
drinck and wash with ; the landlord pays the Queen’s taxis,
they have of all sorts of provetion just by them; it is in
Golden Square.

September 4, 1705.

My dearist and best of children, I think its a long time
senc I hard from you. I forgott in my last to tell you Fubs
has five of the pretyest puppys that ever you se; she is very
fond of them. Fower of them ar promist already. They are
all her coulour . . .

I hear your master is going to be marryed, if soe pray gett
Betty to be made of honor, she is very handsom and will
soon gett her a good husband. Hall ses thear is a niece of
Lord Portland’s in Holland, a handsom young woman worth
thirty or more thousand pound, I wish you had her. If you
was marryed although I leved twenty mylse ofe of you yet it
would be an unspeakable happynes to poor me, for sartainly
I should never desier to liv with a daughter in law, for
although themselvs ar never so good, yet sum tattling sar-
vents or aquantenc will put jealosees in thear head, to breed
discontents. I fear I should lov her better then any of your
sisters ; being yours, she must have a greater shair in me
then any other, you being more dear to me then all the world
besyde.

September 18, 1705.

My dearist dear and best of children, I am much rejoysed
at your fyne present, I wish you may often have such and
better, tell you ar as ritch as the Duke of Molberry whoe is
billding the fynest hous at Woodstock that ever was seen;
thear is threscore rooms of a flower, noe stairs, only a little
pair that goes to the uper rooms, which ar only for sarvents,
and staitly wood, which he cutts out walks in, and fyne
gardens that are fower myles about. It is beleeved furneture
and al cannot cost les than three hundred thoussand pd, the
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house will cost above a hundred thousand pd. Why should
you not be as fortunate as he? . . ..

I hard a strang od story the other day of Lord Bradford,
you know thear is Prayers at Twitnam wensdays and frydays.
Sir William Humble was Buiryed either of Satterday or
sunday and the scutyons was upon the reeding desk, and the
wensday following, after prayers was up, Lord Bradford toar
them down, and stampt them under his feet. Lady Humble’s
Aunt was thear, and told him his devotion was great that
could put himself into soe unusyell a pation, without any pro-
vocation ; and Mr. Lastrang told him this was what did not
becom a man of his age, honor, and Quallety. My Lord
sternly askt him whoe he was, he told him he was a gentle-
man. Sum say it put him in mynd of death, and that was
what vext him, others say it was sumthing in the arms that
offended him, thear being more in them then did belong to
Sir Willyam, and others that they should not have hung
there soe long. This is as Mrs. Isbell tells me. All our
dums ar well, Pug and Fubs ar the pretiest of thear kynde,
sure .

September 28, 1705.

* * X %

Lady Broocks dyed sudenly, my Lord is exstreemly
afflickted. Thear is a young man of twenty marryed a wedoe
of 80 years old; and Lady Dellawaers mother whoe is worth
twenty thoussand pd, and her daughter the kindist child in
the world to her, and has don all she can to comfort her after
her father’s death and brought her to her own hous, whear
she had a fyne apartment, and fynely furnished and all the
respect immagenable paid her, and she has marryed her
coachman. She had been much les to blame had she been
slighted bye her Daughter, and not yoused with all this
kindness.* .

* Lady De La Warr was Margaret, daughter and heiress of John
Freeman, a London merchant.

E
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October 2, 1705.

I 'have bespoak little Hanbury for my husband, for
when he is Twenty I shall not be fower scoar as thear is on
laitly of that age has marryed one of Twenty. . . . . Is cosin
Wentworth* yett com to you, I wish he had Betty. My
sister Batthurst givs a great carrector of Johnson’s Daughter
the great fortune, I wish you had her, or Lady Rachell ; the
last I lyke mightely, she has soe much goodnes in her loocks.

December 14, 1705.

My dearist and best of children,—I long to hear you have
made your entry. Iwish Mr. Powell would giv the discription
of it to your brother, then I should have the pleasure of
hearing it. My sister Batthurst has been with the Queen
and goes abroad again. My neaphew askt me whether any
body gave you an acount of the Parlement affairs for he sade
if you had it not from better hands he should be glad to have
soe good an opertunety of keeping a constant correspondenc
without having his letters a trouble to you, and aboundenc of
kynde exsprestions. Last night Lord Wesmeath was to see
me; it is in the newspapers now that Lord Bellew is turned
prodistant, and the old Boe Feeldingt is maryed to the
Dutchis of Cleevland, and she owns it and has kist the
Queen’s hand senc; and the young Boe Feelding, he that
was king William’s page, the Lady Deana Howard, Lord
Bradford’s Daughter, I think she is; her Daughter marryed
Lord Dudly and has a son. This old lady, for she is near
fifty if not quite, is fallen in love with this young Feelding,

¥ Sir William Wentworth, of Bretton, near Wakefield.

+ “ Beau,” otherwise Robert, Fielding was “that eminent hero and
lover, Orlando the handsome,” whose gallant career is fully set forth by
Steele in Nos. 50 and 51 of the Zatler. Luttrell has many entries in his
Diary about him : 1706, June 29.—Handsome Fielding, that married the
Duchess of Cleveland, died yesterday. July 2.—Beau Fielding, not dead
as reported. July 25.—Handsome F. committed to Newgate, the Duchess
having sworn the peace against him. On the 27th he was bailed out,
and on October 24 his wife appeared against him at the Court of Queen’s
Bench.
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and ses she only begs he will be sevell to her, she fears
he cannot lov her, though she dus him soe much, and her
Weding cloaths ar making.

December 20, 1705.

My dearist and best of children,—I made as great a mis-
take about Feelding’s weding, as you did about your sister
Bellew’s coming, for it was not the King’s Feelding but my
Lord Denby’s brother. Now your Crismas is over, and all
the trouble of it, which I thinck great, but I intend to pas by
al the good cheer, at leest at home. I am angre with all
your sneeking tenents, that never send the leest thing up,
nether at Crismas nor noe time ; all els doe but ours. Little
Willy was with me yesterday, he is a fyne boy full of mettle;
he talks much of you, but remembers your spetting in his
face, he flatters me mightely and makse me beleiv he lovs me
mightely. This is a day sooner for the Offis is shut up
tomorroe being St. Tomassis day, soe pray excuse this scrole,
I being in great hast this morning, whoe noe pen can exspres

how much I am my dearist dear your most infenit affectionat
Mother.

January 13, 1706.
* * * *

. . .. I have hard you say you have been aquanted with
my Lord Carbury; his daughter* you know, was to have
Lord Shrosbery whoe you know is maryed to an Etalyon.
This lord’s daughter is about seventeen, exstreemly good, and
very handsom, and very modist and vertuously brought up,
millions better then our great cosen W. Write Lord Carburer
word, you ar desperet in lov with his daughter, and that mony
he wants not, and that you will make as good a husband as
Lord Shrosberry. I have hard of spels I wish I could giv
that lord one, that he might be as desierus to have you his

¥ John Vaughan, third Earl of Carbery, married a daughter of Geo.
Savile, Marquis of Halifax. His only daughter married the Marquis of
Winchester, afterwards Duke of Bolton. He had been Governor of
Jamaica.

EU2
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sun in law as I am of having it soe. Mrs. W. was att the
parlement hous the other day, I thinck she sett up her fyne
coach and ekopadg before you went, which moste lauhgs at;
and between you and I she is not much admiered, and is not
thought discreet in her carridg. This is only between freinds,
of which you are that pretious jewell to me, which Solloman
ses, and is sartainly soe hard to be found, but highly to be
vallyed when found, and non can be more then you ar by,
&ec.

January 18, 1706.
My best and dearist child, . . . .

. ... I thanck you for designin me the pleasure of
hearing the manner your Entree, which I am sure will be
better then any before, for you doe al things lyke yourself,
great and magnefesent. I had a letter from Margett whoe
exstols Berlin exstreemly, and has geven a very handsom
description, and ses you liv great and hansom lyke yourself ;
but hear is one come from she that was Princ Ruport’s
daughter, one How marryed her, and this woman that is com
from this Lady speaks very indeferently of Hanover and the
coart thear, and of all Jarmany, as farr as she see. Pray tell
me sencearly how you lyke Margett, and alsoe her husband,
and I hope Baden is to make one of the show, and Folly
another. Pug and Fubs ar dayly pretier and more devertin.
. . .. I never wish for news but when I am writing to you,
that you might have somthing better to entertain you, then
lyke the coockco always in one note—nothing but that I
lov you and soe till death fetchis me will be, dearist soul, your
most infenit affectionat mother.

L January 19, 1706.
My dearest dear child, I have not been soe long without
writing to you, as now that I have mist this twoe last
poste, being invited to meet my hole famely at Cosin
Hanburer's at dinner, whear we stayed tell near twelv at
night, having a very good dinner and super, and in the after-
noon tea and coffy. I have spent twoe of my days soe with
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her this last week, besydse dyning thear on Sunday, and two
days more at Arrundels; thear I did not dyne, the Docter
having soe much company, soe I went as soon as I had
dyned, and playd att cards al day, and had tea and coffy and
cake and wyne in the afternoon, and at Mr. Arrundel’s cost,
but a good supper at night at the Dockter’s ; so you see I leed
a merry life. . . . .

Lord Sandwidg was ill of a feavour, his Lady reported he
was mad and would never be fitt for buisnes, soe would have
beged his place for his son and that was not aproved of, but
it had lyke to have been geven away from both. But a good
freind of my Lords has told him of it, and brought him a
coach and six horsis and carryed him away from the place
and sarvents whear she left him ; he is at Dr. Montegues.*

. January 30, 1706.
My dearest and best of children, I doe agree with you in
the advyse you giv me in yours of the 24th of this instant,
and will indevour al I can to keep out of debt, for I will
make noe entertainments that I can avoyd. . ... Ilyke
being at Twittingham much better than hear, if I consedered
my own pleasure moste, only in spight of all the art mankinde
can fynd out thear is severel resons for that to be dearer then
hear, and alsoe although all playsis ar alyke to me for health,
myne consisting only in my mynde, but Betty never has her
health soe well thear, ether very early in the spring or very
lait in the year, nor many more are soe that dwel in
Twittingham. . . . . To live at Ashby would be [more]
chargable then hear amongst such a next of Begers, and
your grandmother was an exsterordenary woman, she had
skill in surgery and alsoe in Phesickt—God knows I am igno-
rant in both ; and at Waikfield I thinck it not proper having
formerly leved thear, and thear being a great deal of gentry

* Lady Sandwich was a daughter of John Wilmot, the profligate Earl
of Rochester.

+ The lady here alluded to was the wife of the first Sir William Went-
worth, of Ashby Puerorum in Lincolnshire ; she was, as is stated in the
Introduction, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Savile, of Wakefield.
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thear, and the Oglethorps ar very poor. Lord and Lady
Eglinton boarded a great while at Doncaster. I know twoe or
thre plasis I could be in cogneto att; but poor Mrs. Lake,
senc the Dockter dyed, is a boarder herself. Beleiv me, my
dear creture, if you conseder it, you will fynde it much more
credable then levin ether hear or at Twittingham, without a
footman and other sarvents, and leving sneekingly and pete-
fully. I know sum maks a great show with as little, but they
ar in many traydspeople’s boocks, and it will light heavy one
them at last. . . .. If it plees God I never will liv with any
child but yourself, whoe is the best of children.

February 23, 1706.

My dearist and very best of children, Mr. Elleson sent me
word this morning that you could not write this post, but I
should be sure to hear onc a weeke from you, dear creature,
doe not obridg me of the cheifist happynes this world can
aford me, but lett me have but thre lynse at a time, just to
shoe me you are well. You have hetherto been exssteem
kinde in never failing me that delight. Lord Huntington is
dead and Lady Harryot Godolfin has bairryed her youngist
son, for which she and Lord Godolfin, his son and the Duke
of Molberry ar in very great affliction for. In my last I writt
you word Mr. Hanburer was ill, but, thank God, he is now
prety well again. They both designe to go to Twittingham
next month and carry all thear own sarvents, and all things
for thear kitchin ; and Betty and I and Sue are to have our
board for nothing, only we put out our washing. I offerred
to pey, but nether of them would hear of it; I never hard
him swear before, but when I did pres him, he swoar I should
not. You said in one of yours, that you thought Twittingham
hous would be spoyled for want of leving in, soe I thought
you would be pleesed att thear going thear ; thearfore I made
them the complement to offer it to them, thay having a mynd
to goe, when the Par™ was up into the country . ... Mrs.
Hill fetched Betty yesterday to the play, and alsoe her sister
Arrundell and treated them both. Mr. Elleson and I had
yesterday sum discours about my boarding with him, he ses
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it can not be pryvet thear, becaus Lord Garsy and Mrs.
Varnum both coms in the somer thear, and we meet hear at
Whithall Chapell; Varnum and her daughter setts in the
saime pew with me, the other has both his wife and self
forgott me, I beleiv. . .. . thears not a thought in my hart
that I would hyde from the Darling of my eyse as you are
to, Dearest creature, Your moste infinit affectionate mother.

..... Mis Overkirk was marryed to Lord Bellemount
last Sunday at St. Martains church.

February 27, 1706,
* * * *

Mr. Elleson tells me Twittingham loocks charmingly; I
esely beleiv him for I thought it did soe when I left it; and
I shall be glad alsoe for poor Fubs, for hear I am in a great
fright whenever she is out of sight, and espetially if a dog
happens to be shott, then I am out of my witts tell I see her.
She is a prety senceble creeture, but I fear has forgott all
her tricks, for I cannot practiss her. Pug never was soe
deverting and buitefull as now. In my last I told you that
Lord Huntington was dead, I wish you had his sister, she is
young and handsom; she had left her by her father ten
thousand pound, and six hundred a year by sum relation I
thinck her grandmother, and now by the death of her brother
six hundred a year more. My sister Bathurst I hard it from ;
I beleiv her husband can tell you the saim, I wish you had
her insteed of Cosin Wentworth. . . . .

One of Fubsis puppys the Duke of Boffoud has got, and
designs to put him out to learn all tricks.

February 29, 1706.
My dearest dear and best child,—a thousan thancks to you
for yours of the 28 of this instent,* short as it was, it was most
hartely welcom, if but one lyne its much better then none. I

* Lord Raby had adopted, while at Berlin, the new style of writing
dates, so that a letter dated by him as written on the 28th would be
written on the 17th according to the old style, which was not changed
in England until 1752,
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will promis you to breack none of your chyney ; for fear of
your sconsis I bought a small pair of black stands, for fear
the chyney ons should be broack, and cosin Hanburer has
bought a prety sett to carry to Twittingham; and sister
Bathurst designse to goe to Riskins this summer, and
Mr. Batthurst and-his Lady. I wish you had Lady Mary
Haystins, she for cartain has twelv hundred a year inherre-
tanc and ten thoussand pound* Her brother Lord Hun-
tingdon is very much lamented [in] his death, and he has
left Mr. Stanup fower hundred a year rentcharge. Lady
Harryot Godolfin greeved soe much for the death of her
youngist son which was the age of Bel’s childe, that she has
throan herself into the smallpox by her exses of greef. The
Duke and Dutchis of Molberry went last Munday to Wood-
stock, which you know is geven to my Lord.

Mayrck 5, 1706.

My dearist and best of children,—1I hartely thanck you for
your last kind letter the third of March. . . . . I thinck five
ginneys is enough, it is what your sister Bellew sent to Peters
Nursis, and I sent soe much for I am Godmother, pray be
not angree, I could doe no less and it is but to each child
once, and I am very proud of Kelly’s, I being thear great
Grandmother.¥ But Lord Rockingham gave thre ginneys
each, which was nyne in all; and soe did the great Lord
Hallefax, he was Godfather to your sister Bellew ; but Lord
Strafford gave but five. Lady Suffolk and Lord Clarranden
gave to Molly each of them ten ginneys; but they stud with
King William’s Queen. I thinck six would be very Noble
for you, But less than five you cannot giv. I fear youl thinck

* Lady Wentworth probably means Lady Elizabeth, or Betty, Hastings,
who inherited Ledstone Hall, in Yorkshire, from her mother. She
remained single all her life, and is still remembered in the county by her
great works of piety and benevolence. Her character is said to have
been sketched in No. 42 of the Zatler.

+ The writer’s eldest daughter married Walter, second Lord Bellew,
whose daughter Mary married Dennis Kelly, of Aughrim ; and it was to
the child of the latter couple that Lord Raby was about to stand god-
father. Thus Lady Wentworth was a great-grandmother at 53!
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me mad by my last letter, I writt in hast and dated it the
29 of Febuary and thear is but 28 days in that month.
It should have been the second of March. What shall
I doe to fynd words to expres how dearly I lov you, or
to show you how most sencearly I am Dearist Creature
y~, &c. :

Marck 12, 1706.

My dearist and best of children,—We want fower packitts,
and I hope I shall have fower letters in them, for in your
absenc nothing is soe welcom to me as your letters are. Lady
Katthereen Grinvell is marryed to Mr. Bainton, soe poor
Mrs. Jeferus must loock out a new sparke to keep her; al
people laughs at her, whoe sett up for witt and discretion,
and thincks she has shewed nether in this choyce. Mr. Charls
Arundell has got a munckey, he gott it on shipborde, and it
is exactly lyke my Pug, only myne is very pert, and full of
devertin tricks, and the other is soe kept under it dairs not
ster but just as they bid it ; the eys of myne sparkles lyke
twoe dyomons, and is perter then ever you see her, and fuller
of tricks, but it must be when she has a mynd to it, not elc.
Betty presents her duty to you; I hear often from her and
my neic, they are extreemly kynd to her. I wish she had a
good husband, now is the best time for to gett her well offe,
now she is in her pryme, I thinck her the hansomist of all
her sisters. Indeed Mr. Arundell is an extreem kynde
husband, as ever I see, to his power. He has a payr of the
pretyist coach horsis I ever did see; they ar very dark, almost
lyke black, with whyte mains and long white tailse, and they
goe brydling and prancin along, that al people from the
highist to the lowist stairs after them. Severel has inquiered
of the coachman whether his master will part with them, I
wish you had six of them, I am sure you would be in lov
with them, did you see them. My dear creeture, I will relees
you this post, without saying any more then to asure you,
noe pen can exspres how sencearly I am your moste infenit
affectionate mother.
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March 25, 1706.

. ... I know noe reson why you doe not make intrest to
gett the Duke of Newecastle’s or Lord Carburer’s daughters,
indeed I lyke ether of them much better. If you gave out I
was dead, and I will goe and hyde in some corner, then I am
sure she would have you, for she has an avertion to a mother
in law, as many has and not without reason; but I am sure if
I had never soe great an avertion to one before, yett after
they wear yours, next to yourself none would be more vallewed
by me. I long to have the discription of your entrée, which I
sopose is over before this.

April 16, 1706.

My dearist and best of children,—I long to have the dis-
cription of your entry. Hear is a Morockoe Imbasador, he
is in his own habbitt, and thear is fain to be a strong gard
sett att his doar to keep the mob ofe. . . . . I wish Betty
could be gott in made of Honour, thear are lykly very soon
to be room for twoe or thre, as its said. Your sister W. father
has setled sumthing upon the eldest girle, and upon Willy for -
thear lyfe . . . . [and] has geven twoe Boocks to the girl to
ground her in the true relegion, and has writt one leef to tell
her he is her grandfather and godfather, and many good
wishis for her and prayers. Dear soul could my wishis and
prayers prevail you would be the happyist man in this world,
for never did any son deserv it more or was more beloved by
a mother then you ar by yours. . . . .

TWICKENHAM, July 29 1706.
% * * *

Just as I came down hear I hard that the Dutchis of
Cleeveland’s Feeldin was dead, and she in great greef for
him; but it was noe such thing, for insteed of that she has
gott him sent to Newgate for thretning to kill her twoe sons
for taking her part, when he beet her and broack open her
clossett doar and toock fower hundred pd. out. Thear is a
paper put out about it. He beat her sadly and she cryed out
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murder in the street out of the windoe, and he shott a
blunderbus at the people.*

December 20, 1706.

My dearist and best of children, your sister Doneland has
been very kyndly yoused by the Dutchis of Molberry; her
graic came hear to se her, and sent thre days after to invite
her to dinner, and all this day we have had mantoe wemen,
tierwemen, and al sorts of traids, and to morro she goes as
fyne as the son to kis the Queen’s hand at Kensington.
I am very angre with al your tenents ; al others sends fowls,
braun, and severel things, but yours sends nothing. My neic
Hanbury has buryed her last son, but her eldist is very well.
Betty givs her duty to you, soe dus Arundell and her spous,
whoe ar gon to thear new hous, but I have not yett seen it;
it is amongst the great people in Arllington Street, and I
must goe in splender when I goe thear. The Duke of
Buckingham has buryed his girl, for which he and his
Dutchis is in great trouble. My dear dear soul, I am more
then toung can tell your moste infenit affectionat mother.

July 8, 1707.

My dearist and best of children, I fear the sight of this large
sheet of paper will fright you indeed I allways stint my self in
my paper, not having power to leev ofe whilst any room left.
First I giv a thoussan thancks for your picture, by Mr. Coape;
sure not only that but any thing you lyked should then be
yours. My daughter Wentworth carryd me yesterday to
Chelcy to see Mrs. Skinner, whoe is with Lord Shasbaryt
not as a sarvent but but as a freind. She was to see me and
invyted us to walk in the Gardens, prommisseing me I
should not see my Lord, but he sent to her to know whoe we
wear, and came to us and showed us his gardens and all his ([
ingenious contryvencis in his hous, gave us fruet and french '

* See note on p. 50 ante.
+ The third Earl of Shaftesbury, author of the * Characteristics,” born
in 1671; he died in 1713,
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wyne and sack, and Tea, and spoake very hansomly of you,
and hee is com to see me att Twittnam. I am in lov with
him, and alsoe with his wey of living, it is very delightfull ;
he is very obliging and has a mighty ingagin way, but he
loocks as if he was very short lived, which is pety. Was he
twenty years older and I as many years younger, I would lay
_al the traps I could to gett him, his youmore and myne are
soe alyke, and he has many contryvencis in his hous that is
just- to my fancy. I wish Betty had him, he would be next
to you in my affection; he is one that I could sooner be in
lov with then anybody I ever yett see, he managis his hous,
and many of his affairs very lyke you, and is neet in his
person lyke you. I wunder my sister Batthurst gott him not
for neic Batthurst; she is this day marryed to Mr. Pye.

TWICKENHAM, August 28, 1707.
* * * *

This town is full of nothing but of Lady Ash, whoe has
left her husband, and Lady Deringwater* whoe last Tewsday
cam and went in her moarning coach for Mr. Grims to
church, and was marryed to Jamse Roock, Coll. Roock’s son.
Grims has been dead not thre grs. of a year yet; she turned
Lady Tuften’s children out of the church, and said she would
not be marryed tel they went out. She was marryed in whit
sattin. She has setled fower hundred a year upon him for
her life, and the rest she keeps for her self and hous. She
ows a great deal of mony hear; he sent the ringers twoe
ginneys and his mother sent half a one, and his mother is as
fonde of her as I should be of your bryde. But God I hope
has a greater blesseng in stoar for you, then such a wife.
Mr. Bellemear gave her, and wyne was as plenty as small-
bear.

* The Countess of Derwentwater, mother of the last Earl, executed
for his share in the rebellion of 1715. She was a natural daughter of
Charles I1. by Mrs. Davis. Luttrell records her marriage with ¢ Mr.
Graham ” in May, 1705.
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September 9, 1707.

.« . . Lady Derringwater’s new husband coms every day
to the coffy hous in his fyne coach and twoe footmen to wait
of him, and the coach waits at the coffy hous,and all elc hear
walks to it, soe he is laught at for it.

Secretary Johnson has a vast deal of company dayly, hear
is hardly a day that he has not a coach and six horsis at
his doar, and some timse twoe or three more. Sure he must
have a vast esteat to entertain soe many, and he .has
aboandenc of men at work in the grownd before his hous,
I see six or seven digin; it will be a sweet place when he has
don, for I thought it very fyne before.

Sir Thomas Skippoth has turned out his ,and is grown
a very good husband, his lady lives with him hear. Lord
Dyzer will not be recondsyled to his son, soe he livs with her
mother Mrs. Henage ; indeed she is very prety and well bred
and has a great deal of witt, very lyke her father the Duke of
Devenshire.* . . .

November 14, 1707.

. . . . Mrs. Hillt now owns her marradg to Coll. Massum ;
its much pety Betty can not gett to be made of honor. She
would soon gett a good husband, she is now hansom, but will
soon fayde, she is not a lasting buity. Pray what is becom
of the lady you told me of a month agoe, I fancy it was only
a dreem or will proov noe better. I hear Sir Clously Shovell
has left a daughter that will be a vast fortune; pray make
ing* after her, his son was drownd with him. . . . . I am sure,

* Luttrell in his Diary writes, under date Dec. 10, 1706 : “ The lord
Huntingtour, only son of the Earl of Dysert, is married to Mrs. Henneage,
natural daughter of the Duke of Devon.” Juliana Wentworth, wife of
Peter, writing to her brother-in-law, puts the matter as follows :—

“ Mrs. Harriett Cavendish that use to kiss Grigson the gardener is
marri’d to Lord Huntingtower, and Lord Dissert his father says he
suspected it, and could have hindered itt if he had pleased, but if he had
known his son would have hang’d himself or cut his throat he should
for him.”

t Abigail Hill, who ultimately supplanted the Duchess of Marlborough
in Queen Anne’s favour, married Samuel, afterwards Lord, Masham.
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could you but see my fyer side, you would laugh hartely to
se Fubs upon a cushin, the cat of another, and Pug of
another lapt up al but her face in a blanckitt. I have not
left room to asure you I am, dear, dear creature your most
infenitt affectionate mother J. W.

December 23, 1707.

My dearist and best of children, I thanck you for yours of
the 24 of this instint, although it was short it was hartely
welcom to me as al yours are. Last Sunday I was god-
mother to Mr. Hanbury’s boy, they refewsed the Countess of
Winchelsee for me, for she offered herself to ether boy or
girl ; twoe ritch sittissons stud with me, on Sir Ambrose
Croly,* the other Marchant Morgin, each ar worth abov a
hundred thoussand poun a peic. A Bishop crisned it, but
what I forgott . . . . Sir Clowsly Shovell was buryed last
night at Wesminstor, and it was very fyne and must needs
cost a great deal of mony.

: [February or March, 1708.]
My dearist and best of children . . .,

Neaphew Batthurst was to see me this morning and
made many speeches of his great affection to you; indeed I
beleiv him very sincear. I wish your grant was secured by
Act of Par™, and your mony and all you have put in sum
other bodys name that has nothing to doe with Court nor
Army, for I hear its in the Gezett that the Princ of Wails is
going towards Dunkerk ; then he may soon be hear. Hear
is a great deal of grumbling about. All my news I hard just
now from Sue, whoe has been to se som freinds in the sety,
and they ar full of such news. I wonder my neaphew sayd
nothing of it, but I made him sing all the while he was with
me, for he sings charmingly. Coals ar above fifty shilling a
chaldren to my grief, and coffy ten shilling a pd. I will leev

* Or Crowley, a city alderman, described as of Greenwich, elected for
Andover in 1713. He died in March 1714. One of his daughters
married Sir John Hinde Cotton, the well known Jacobite ; another, Lord
St. John, of Bletsho. See note on p. 84, gost.
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it of if possable, I have for a long time dranck it, twise and
some timse thre timse a day. The Duke of Newcastle’s
daughter is vyolent il of a feavour, the Docters thincks her
in great danger; they pray it may proov the small pox,
nothing elc can save her, as I am told.

TWICKENHAM, Seplember 6, 1708.

My dearist and best of children, I long to hear you ar safe
att Berlin. I have had a great deal of company with me to
day, and blind Mrs. Ash whoe commends the great room for
a handsom room. I was in hopse she would have commended
the picturs to, and Mrs. Windom was hear whoe leved in this
hous before, and much admiers the great alteration you have
made. Poor Mr. Boucher went to the Bath presently after
you went, and dyed the week after he went. He made a
great dinner for Sir John Garmain and som others, and fynd-
ing himself very ill sent for Gath [sic Garth?]; but when he
came he told him—Dockter you can doe me noe good, for I
am just a dying, and soe dyed. He was brought to this
church and buirryed verry pryvitly under the Communion
table lait at night; thear was a paper put upon the church
door in virs about his many wivs, they say he has fower. Its
not known yett what he has left ; twoe old wemen was over
hard to be very wety seying, why had he noe scutchyons, for
he might have good arms, a pack of cards, a dyse box, and
quarter a pair of sissors. His death is now all the discours.
I hope and wish that you may be in as great favour with
this Queen of Prushee as you was with the last. . . . .

November 9, 1708.
* B * *

The Queen is very good, has sent all the Princis sarvents
word thear sallerys shall be contenewed, but Peter reckons he
has lost a hundred a year. It seems the Princ out of his
prevy purs gave him fifty and now he must pay 4s. in the pd,,
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and then the Princ was good natured and would have dun
somthing for his children.*

November 16, 1708.
My dearist and best of children . . ..

I have a moste dismall story to tell you, God forgiv
me for it. I cannot help being more then I ought concerned.
I shall never lov anything of that kynde a quarter soe well
again. I had rether lost a hundred pd, nay all the rest of my
doms I would have geven to have saved poor charming Fubs,
never poor wretch had a harder death. As it leved soe it
dyed, full of lov leening its head in my bosom, never offered
to snap at any body in its horrid torter but nussle its head to
us and loock earnestly upon me and Sue, whoe cryed for
thre days as if it had been for a childe or husband, . . ..
Sure of all its kynd thear never was such a one nor never
can be, soe many good qualletys, soe much senc and good
nature and cleenly and not one falt; but few human creeturs

had more senc then that had. . . . . I could write a quier of
paper in her commendations. I have buiryed her in this
garden, and thear is a stoan layd at her head. .. .. I leiv

all news and the discription of the Princ his buirying to your
brother.

November 23, 1708.

My dearist and best of children, I have been to see a very
good hous in St. Jamsis Squair. It has thre large rooms for-
ward and two little ons backward, closetts and marble
chimney peicis, and harths to al the best rooms, and iron
backs to the chimneys. Thear is twoe prety clossets with
chimneys and glas over them, and picturs in the wenscoat
over most of the chimneys, bras locks to al the doars, wens-
coat at bottom and top and slips of boards for the hangings.
Thear will want little to be dun to it. Thear is back stairs,
twoe coach housis, and stable for ii horses, rooms over for

* Prince George of Denmark, to whom Peter Wentworth was equerry,
died on 28 October, 1708.
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sarvents, very good offisis, a yard for the drying of cloaths,
and leds for that purpus, a stable yard and a hors pond and
back gate, which I forgot the street’s name it goes into.
Thear is a handsom roome al wenscoated for the steward to
dyne in, and another good roome for the other sarvents to
dyne in even with the kitchin belowe stairs under the hall and
parlors. It was my Lord Sunderland’s, it was to little for
them. They sold it to a marchant, whoe sent his foolish
neaphew whoe could not tell me the prise. It is free ground

rent, and all is in herretanc. To morrow the man coms to tell
me the prise. . . . .

November 26, 1708.

My dearist and best of children, I have sent you the exact
acount under the gentleman’s own hand; the man that
showed me the house was a foole, he did not show me all the
stables nor coach housis. . . . . Indeed it is a noble hous, you
may build a gallary over the offisis ; they say this hous is soe
strong it will last for ever, and all the new buildings ar very
slight. My old Lady Bristo gave it her daughter Sunderlin,*
then she lett this young Lord and his Lady liv som years in
it, and after she had sold it they heered it for a year of him.
He asurse me none of the chimneys smoke and thear is
New Rever water in all the offisis and great led sesterns in
twoe or thre playsis, the kitchin is one, and the brewhous and
wash hous. Thear is a large chimney and great and oven and
five stoavs in the kitchin. He ses the locks are worth 30/,
then thear is picturs over the chimneys. Doe you know my
Lady Oogla’s, her hous in the Pelmell is to be sold for twoe
thousand pound. It has a fyne prospeck in the Parke, but not
half soe good as that in the Square, nor soe convenyent ; I
beleev that can have noe stables. I have promist Mr. Stracy
his answear in thre weeks. I wish and hope you will have
that in the square, it is a noble hous and fitt for you, and
strong, noe danger of its falling by great wynds; aboundenc

* Robert, second Earl of Sunderland, married Anne, daughter of
George Digby, Earl of Bristol.

F
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of the new buildings fall. It must be very warm having those
brick walls. It is a great frost, my hands ar soe cold I can
hardly hold my pen.

December 10, 1708.
My dearist and best of children . . .

Yestirday I had lyke to have been ketched in a trap,
your Brother Wentworth had almoste parswaded me to have
gon last night to hear the fyne muisick, the famous Etallion
sing att the rehersall of the Operer, which he asured me it
was soe dark none could see me. Indeed musick was the
greatist temtation I could have, but I was afraid he
deceaved me, soe Betty only went with his wife and him;
and I rejoysed I did not, for thear was a vast deal of com-
pany and good light— but the Dutchis of Molbery had gott
the Etallian to sing and he sent an excuse, but the Dutchis
of Shrosberry made him com, brought him in her coach but
Mrs. Taufs huft and would not sing becaus he had first put it
ofe; though she was thear yet she would not, but went
away.* I wish the house would al joyne to humble her and
not receav her again. This man out dus Sefachoe, they say
that has hard both.

December 21, 1708.

My dearist and best of children,—~Now I hope all your
troublesom time is over, but now myne is aproachin, for
Crismass brings aboundenc of troublesom gess. T designe to
be as sneeking as I can, and doe noe works of suparflewety,
only what just nessessety foarsis., This time of mirth the

* Nicolini and Mrs. Tofts, the * Camilla? of the Specfator, are here
referred to. In a letter in Lord Egmont’s possession, dated March 17, 1709,
we read : “This day the opera of ¢ Camilla’ is acted expressly for Lord
Marlborough. Our famous Nicolini got 8oo guineas for his day ; and
’tis thought Mrs. Tofts, whose turn it is on Tuesday next, will get a vast
deal. She was on Sunday last at the Duke of Somerset’s, where there
was about 30 gentlemen, and every kiss was I guinea; some took 3,
others 4, others 5, at that rate, but none less than one.” Sez Seventh
Report of Historical MSS. Commission, p. 246.
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greatist I shall have will be your dear letters, which ar
always a joy unexspresable to me. Thear is a story goes
for truith that Lady Harryot Vear shows a contract of
Mr. Anslow’s under his hand and seal ; its said he has offered
her five thoussand pd. or an enewety of five hundred a year
for her lyfe, but she can recover half his wiv’s fortune, he has
laitly marryd a great fortune Mrs. Knight.*

Letters of PETER WENTWORTH, and of LADY WENTWORTH,
to LORD RABY, at Berlin, 1708-1711.

LONDON, December 21, 1708.
Dear Brother,

* * * *

At last T have got some town news for you. Tis said
Tom Anslow is put into a terrible fright, for there’s a lady,
now he’s married to the Indian Queen claims him and her
fortune, which she says the law will give her, for she has a
contract under his hand and seal of marriage, which she will
produce. ’Tis said he offers her 5000/. or an annuity of 500
a year to be quiet, but ’tis thought she will have twice as
much from him, and so ’twill end. Lady Harriot Vere is the
Lady and ’tis said Tom Anslow was really so much in love
with her as to intend to marry her, till he found or at least
thought she had an intrigue with Lord Chancelor.t I think
here’s a pretty deal of scandal for one letter.

[P.S.] ’Tis not your Addison but his brother that goes
secretary to lord Wharton, as Mr. Addison told me yesterday
himself. I told him he wou’d do well to get this place for
his brother.

* Thomas Onslow, son of the Speaker, Sir Richard, married a daughter
of “Mr. Knight, of Jamaica.”
t+ Lord Somers, whose character was otherwise stainless (to which let
Swift’s dedication to him of A 7ale of @ Tub bear witness), was not noted
for the rigidity of his morals.
B2



68 THE WENTWORTH PAPERS.

LONDON, December 28, 1708.
Dear Brother,

I find the Torys designe as soon as the house meets
again to be very strick in the examination of those that were
concern in the late intended invasion, and they talk that they
shall be able to bring strange things to light.

Mr. Addisson is certain of going over Secretary to Lord
Wharton, and Mr. Steel put in for his place, but Lord
Sunderland has put him off with a promise to get him the
next place he shall ask that may be keep with his Gazette. I
hear it is one of the Scotch members that is to come into
Mr. Addisson place, but I don’t know his name yet. To-day
we had the news that Bruges and Placendal had surender'd,
but yet ’tis said the Duke of Marlborough won’t come over
till the midle of February. = We have no other manner of
news which I am sorry for, for if I knew any I have time
enough to writ it ; all the world is at the Opera where I can’t
go. When one does not know what to say they talk of the
weather, the sudden change will give me an opportunity to
make my letter a little longer ; ’tis now a very hard frost and
as great a snow as we have had for many years in England.

LONDON, January 4, 1709.
* * * *

. . . . My ink has been fros, and tho I writ with it as it
comes boiling from the fire, it's white. If I might tell you all
the stories are daily brought in of accidents accationed by
the great frost I might fill sheets, as childern drown upon the
Thames, post-boys being brought in by their horses to their
stages frose to their horses stone dead, and we are obliged
to the horses for having our letters regular. There are
several stories trump’d up that happen’d the last great frost
in 1684 and told as now; they begin to build booths upon
the Thames, it begins to a little to thaw, so I hope it will not
last so long as that did, for "twill make all provission very dear
and I that have a family must think of that . ... there’s
nobody without their troubles. The Duke of Marlborough
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by all that sees and hears of his successes is pronounced a
happy man, but I am told by a gentleman that saw a letter
from him to a Parliament man, wherein he said he was vext
to the soul at the usage he received from the H. of C—ina
year when he had not only all the success cou’d be desired
and that he had labour'd more then ever to serve his country ;
what was the most cuting that, when Mr. Bromley took that
opportunity of the thanks of the House to be given to Web
to reflect upon him, none of his friends took him, and that
there was not a word said in his behalf. I know you have
had a full account how that matter was carried, and that it
was not so much in friendship to Web as a pique to the
Duke. The Queen now sees company once a week in her
bedchamber in a chair by the bedside, goes to the Chaple
every Sunday and holy day, so that she begins to appear in
publick pretty much. ’Tis said the Lord Manchester does
not desire to be Lord Chamberlain but he wants a more
profitable place, and is to have the Paymaster of the Army,
Mr. Bridges and Jack How to be out.

LONDON, Jaruary 11, 1709.
Dear Brother,

Monday last . ... I went tothe Committee which was
for the ellection of Sal Winnington and Mr. Herbert who is
now Lord Herbert* Winnington is what they call an old
whig, Lord H. what they call Lord T—r’s whig ; but besides
that they say ’twas a case of as great a consequence as has
come before a house of many years. The case in short is
this—the charter of this corporation was granted by King
James the first, King James the 2nd by the process of the
several members plague them so as to be glad to give it up,
and he grants a new charter to the town and has such men

* Of Cherbury. His opponent was Salwey Winnington, of Stanford
Court, Worcestershire. The borough in dispute was Bewdley. Lord
Godolphin was Lord Treasurer at this time, and until 8 August, 1710.
This fact is mentioned as there are continual references in the corre-
spondence to him and to Harley, who succeeded him after an interval, as
Lord T. or Lord T—.
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chose as he likes, and till of late years they have had no con-
tested elections . ... Lord Herbert gets petitions from a great
many hands to the Queen to grant them a new charter . . .
Winnington’s friends was to prove this an arbitrary proceed-
ing and that if this was allow'd they might have all the
corporations in England new model'd. Sir John Packington
made a flaming speech which I won’t repeat because they
tell me he will print it . . . . The house came to the con-
clusion of approving Lord Herbert’s election, and so of
consequence the Queen’s charter. . . . .

. . .. I have sent you a copy of the Dutchess of Ormond's
letter to Lady Betty Southwell who she thought a dying*
and Lady Betty’s answer which has been all the talk of the
town for several vissiting days, and now there’s about a
hundred copy’s of them, so that in a little time we may see
them in print, for they print everything. They cry’d about
the street 7/%e hasty Widdow or the Sooner the Better; there
was nothing in the paper but a parcel of proverbs (?), but the
impudence was the title and coming out after the Address to
the Queen.t

LONDON, January 18, 1709.
Dear Brother,

. ... This day seven Lord Havershami made a
speech, and last friday they cry’d it about the streets and I

* Lady Elizabeth Cromwell (descended from Cromwell, Earl of Essex)
married Edward Southwell, Secretary of State for Ireland. She was
apparently an old flame of Lord Raby’s, for on April 1, 1709, Lady
Wentworth writes, “ Your old Mrs. is dead and left thre lovly boys
behynde and a dismall mallancolly husband ; its Lady Betty Southwell
whoe made a very good wife, and he a fond husband . . . . She dyed of
a consumtion. Her eldist son will be Lord Crumwell, but som say he
will not.”

t+ An address had been presented by both Houses of Parliament
recommending a second marriage to her majesty.

I Sir John Thompson, of Haversham, Bucks, a zealous promoter ox
the Revolution, was raised to the peerage in 1696. In May 1709, Lord
Raby’s French correspondent in London writes :— Le Lord Haversham,
qui est pour le moins Sexagenaire, a épousé, en secondes noces, la veuve
d’un officier qui est mort Prisonier en France, laquelle etoit sa Domestique
en qualité de Femme de Charge.”
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was bit with it, for I bought it to send you and when I read
I found ’twas what he had spoke last year, but this morning the
true one is come out, and I have sent it here inclosed. . . .
They say here Web can’t accept of the honour the King of
P. intends him without the Queen’s consent, which if it shou'd
be deny’d, as I suppose it won't, its supposed Web won’t send
the Diamons back again.

Never was there so little news. I have sent you some
french verses which are mightily commended. Our English
satyrists have been very silent, tho’ they talk of some lines
upon Dr. Garth which I am promised and shall send you
next post.

Lady Brownlow’s youngest daughter is run away and
nobody knows yet with whom, tho’ ’twas ever since Twelfth
day; somebody has got a good fortune, they reckon her
worth 30,000. Lord Wembs last week was married to Lady
Robson’s daughter, a twenty thousand pounds fortune, a
Yorkshire family ; his lordship has no great estate, and what
he has is settled upon his children by a former wife, I have
seen two of his sons. Mr. Poultney has had a troublesome
affair upon his hands—the Poultney which is distinguish’t by
being Harry Guy’s heir*—he had a quarrel with a gentleman
at the Playhouse, and they went out to deside it, but before
he got out of the passage there came two more and drew
their swords upon him, but the footmen and chairmen pre-
vented any mischeif that night. The next morning he meet
his men in the court of request, and he struck one with his
cane and they at him again with their sticks, but there was
company enough to prevent all but broaken heads; but ’tis
thought it can’t end so.

LONDON, January 21, 1709.
Dear Brother, ’
Because the Duke of Ormond is selling his Regiment
of horse in Ireland they have raised a report that he’s a going

* Henry Guy, a former secretary to the Treasury and member for
Hedon, left the greater part of his estate, estimated at 100,000Z, to
William Pulteney, Walpole’s great opponent, afterwards Earl of Bath.
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to sell his troop of Guards, and they give for reason that he
won’t be commanded by Lord Wharton, which you know is
nonsence, for his being Lord Lieutenant in Ireland gives him
no command here. The Person they name for buying the
troop I don’t think the Court will trust with it, tho’ ’tis said
he has promised to be a true Whig. Lord Haversham has a
touch upon his change when he says the Pretender has as
many friends as ever, except one, he means the Duke of
Hambleton. The Torys rejoice that the Great Whigs begin
allready to use Lord Treasurer as they wou’d wish to oppose
him publickly in the house, particularly Lord Summers, who
upon the debate of the Duke of Queensburgh sett in the
house in a double capacity, differed very much in oppinion
from Lord T.—'tis said to by them that Lord T. told the
Duke of Q— that the Queen had made him Secretary of
State in Scotland, and that the Duke of Q—had been to
thank her Majesty, but the juncto* had power to put a stop
to’t, designing it for the Duke of Monross, others say the
Duke of Monross is very angry and says they have betray’d
him, and he’ll have nothing more to do with them, for he
does not think ’twas ever intended for him.

Yesterday was a long day in the house of C., they were
resolved to turn Sir Simon Harcourt out, right or wrong ;
"twas debated till past two in the morning, but at last they
throw him out.t . . . .

LONDON, January 235, 1709.
Dear Brother,

I have sent you a copy of a letter I writ to my Lord
Treasurer, and sent it to him last night, I shall have no oppor-
tunity of seeing him till Thursday morning at his Levee, so

* The Junto was the name given to the council which ruled over the
‘Whig party for some twenty years without a check. It consisted of
Admiral Russell, afterwards Lord Orford, and Lords Wharton, Somers,
and Halifax.

+ By order of the house, dated 20 January, 1709, the name of William
Hucks was substituted for Sir S. Harcourt’s in the return for Abingdon.
In February 1710 Sir Simon secured a seat at Cardigan.
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by the next post I shall be able to tell you how he takes it,
but I can’t be so soon out of my pains as to what you think
on’t, I mean well, tho I han’t the best way of expressing
myself. I cou’d not determine to immetate your stile and
hand, because I cou’d not tell how to bring in your know-
ledge of Lord Herbert's death, who died suddenly last Satur-
day night which I did not hear till Munday—and then I fell
a beating my brains to produce this poor letter, which I
almost despair of, for since I have been told Mr. Dolbin,
a great stickle for Lord Treasurer in the house of Commons¥*
has the fairest prospect of it, Lord Delawar I know ask’t
for't, and my Lord Effingham trusted me with the secret
that he intended to ask, and told me that last week he had
spoke to Lord T— in general to do something for him,
who had promised him to take care of him, and ask’t him
if there was anything in perticular he wou’d have, and when
he cou’d hear of anything he like to be sure to lett him know
it. I said not a word of my designe to him, nor of my
thoughts of Lord T—— funning speech that was intended
to make him leave the Whigs in the votes of the Duke of
Queen’s Bourrow, which took, but the Court lost it by seven
votes; 'tis said the Whigs bestir'd themselves the more about
this because the Duke of Monross was not made Secretary of
State for Scotland, who is to come in for an equal share of
all the profitts of our two, but is to transact nq affairs but
those of Scotland. ’Tis talk’t as if the Duke of Summerset
was not so well with the juncto as usual, and that Duke
Hambleton is reckon as a very stanch Whig, and that he’s to
be made Master of the Horse.

I sent you'word in my last. how gentlemen bestir'd them-
selves to throw out Sir Simon Harcourt who they tell me for
his dieing speech made a very bitter one against a great man
who commands all the mony in the nation, and Mr. Jennins
a member died suddenlyt+ and Sir Simon is gone down to
make an interest there, but lett him be choose never so, ’tis

* John Dolben was member for Liskeard.
1 William Jennens or Jennings was member for Wallingford. He
was succeeded in February, 1709, by Thomas Renda.
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resolved to throw him out ; ’twas the fate of Tony Roe to be
served so for a jest, but this is in very great earness. ’'Tis
said Sir Simmon will print his speech, which they tell me is
more artfully worded then Lord Haversham’s. There’s a
dream from Harwich which sells well, and is reckon’d a very
cunning and insinuating paper, ’tis too scurrilous and I think
a little too big to be put in a letter; most people I have
talk’t with of it will have it Harley’s stile, by that you will
see ’tis reckoned no foolish thing. There was an advantage
taken on Saturday when the house was thin to desire that an
account might be laid before the house of what is done with
the contribution mony ; those that spoke against gave an
account that ’twas an agreement that the Dutch shou’d have
it for furnishing the necessarys for seiges, and that the in-
quiring into that matter might raise jealousy in our best ally,
the Dutch ; ’twas answered, they only desired to have that
agreement laid before them wherein ’twas stipulated, and
they wou’d be sattisfied without any further inquiry, and then
’twas said there was nothing in writing, but only a tacite con-
sent of the Duke of M , but of the safe gaurd mony some
people that love to exaggerate things pretent to say the D.
of M. for a 100 days this campaigne received each day two
thousand pounds.

LONDON, January 28, 1709.
Dear Brother,

Yesterday I was early up at Lord T Levée, who
as soon as he cast his eye upon me made hast to remove it.
I remov'd still two or three times and placed myself next to
those I was sure my Lord wou'd speak to, but his eye was no
sooner on then it was off me again, which I took for such an
ill omen that I thought ’twas not worth while to press thro’
the crowd to have a refusal from his mouth, the porter having
assured me he delivered my letter, and I saw Mr. Dolbin
there who the town gives it to. I am pleased I resolved
upon writing the letter from myself, because now you may
think it not worth your acceptance, and sett a greater value
on your services then I did at that time.
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The Address the house of Commons have prepared to pre-
sent the Queen to desire her to think of a second marryage
accations a world of discourse. The persons that move it
help out the jest, Mr. Watson who is commonly called the
fillet of veal was the first, little Lord Lumley was the second,
Ash Windham the third, a young spark not less comical then
either one of the other two*—as I am told, for I don’t know
him by sight. The house came into it very unanimously,
but I have heard gentlemen of both parties laught at it, some
Torys pretend to say the Whigs have so deep designe in it;
but I think their shou’d be no more said ontill we hear the
Queen’s answer. Sometime ago the Queen in Council order’d
the Prayers for her having childern to be put out and used no
more,

I thought 'twas not proper for me to send you the Harwich
Dream till I cou’d send you with it another sort of interpre-
tation then the ill-natured auther wou'd have given to’t, tho’
this is not so good as it might have been, but it will have this
good effect that it will pass upon the mob. ’Tis agreed by
all pamphlet readers that there’s nothing obscure in the
Dream, but every one readily understands what the auther
means, tho' at first I know the Bulky figure in white lay
between the A. B. of C. and the B. of S.1; but the B. of S.
carries it clearly without dispute, for a long [time ?] the
letters (MMTU) was a pusseler, but now ’tis known to have
no more in them then what you may find in the fifth Cap. of
Daniel, mene mene tekel uphrasin, Hebrew words. . .

[P.S.] Since I writ this I am told a great Peice of News
that Mr. Addison is really a very great man with the juncto,
and that he has got his elder brother, who has been a factor

* Edward Watson was member for Canterbury, Ash Windham for
Norfolk, Lord Lumley for Arundel. The latter’s diminutive stature was
the subject of frequent allusion. Juliana Wentworth in one of her
letters reports an engagement between a “fine fair tall ” daughter of
Lord Portland and “that pigmy Lord Lumley.” He died in April, 1710,
of small-pox. Pope writes shortly afterwards, “ Since the deaths of Lord
Lumley and Mr. Lytton, I am one of the least men in England.”

t Archbishop Tenison, and Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury, are probably
the persons indicated.
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abroad in those parts to be Governor of Fort St. George, and
the Great Pits is turn out, his son* here has a great while
constantly votes with the Torys which has been a help to
Mr. Addison. It seems Mr. Addison’s friends can do what
they please with the cheif of the East India Company, who I
think have the liberty of naming their Governor, and by
management with them this place is got which they say
some years are worth 20,000 pound.

[EL1ZABETH (“ BETTY"”) WENTWORTH.]

February, 1709,
Dearest Brother,

I give you a grate many thanks for the siszers you
sent me by Mr. Shokman. I gave him sixpencs for fear tha
should cute love one your side: but for mine ’tis to well
gronded to fear ather siszers ar knifs cuting of it. I am vary
glad to hear folly is well: it would be grate nonsenc for me
to send nuws when you have it from so many better hands:
but I am sure nobody wishes more for your health and
happynes, tho tha may writ you longer and finer letters then
your most

Aficsionat sister

ELIZ: WENTWORTH.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

February 10, 1709.
My dearist and best of children . . ..

It was all the report of the town yesterday that the
Duke of Molberry and Lord Treasurer wear both put out,
but it is now only turned to Secretary Harloe. How much

* Thomas or Governor Pitt, the grandfather, and Robert, the father
of the future great Earl of Chatham, were members of the house at this
time, one for Old Sarum, the other for Salisbury. One Samuel Pytts
sat for Worcestershire.
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more happyer ar they, that have a little of thear own to trust
to, and to liv quietly by them selvs, lyke Lord Shasbury, then
to be lyable to all the turns of state. We have exsessif cold
weather, the Keynall is froze every night, and in the morning
the ise is broak for the pore ducks. . . . . Thear is thre sisters
in law of neic Hanbury’s, Lady Ascough’s daughters, that
will be worth 20,000 a peic, but the youngest of the thre my
Lady will giv her ten thoussand more then the other twoe,
soe she will be worth thirty thousand pd. She has a great
deal of witt, but not very handsom, the second is the han-
somist. The youngist was a great favorett of the son’s, soe
senc his death she is soe of her mother’s. It would rejoyc
me to hear sum great fortune in your country was fallen in
lov with you, and that you was soe with her, and whye might
not I then com and liv at your little country hous, and never
apear but when you and your famely was at court and then
only in the garden ; twoe rooms would sarve me, Pug, Fubs
and Puss. I forgett whilst I am pleesing my self I am
troubling you, thearfore will only asure you that noe pen can
exspres how wel I love you and how much I am, dearist, dear
creeture, your moste infenit affectionate mother.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LONDON, March 1, 1709.
Dear Brother,

His Lordship (Godolphin) begins to want friends, for a
Saturday there was warm speeches against him, and was
roasted as they call it.. The matter was not minced, for they
name him, particularly Auther Ansley* said he cou’d not
find why Gentlemen shou’d be shy in naming the T r, for
he wou’d take it upon him to say, for all the great encomiums
that some Gentlemen where continually making upon him
that never was the Treasure worse manage, what to have a
million of mony paid by the country, and not paid into the

* Arthur Annesley, afterwards fifth Earl of Anglesey, was member
for Cambridge University.
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Treasury by the receivers, was strange management. The
house divided, but Lord Treasurer friends staved off the
reflectings that was intended upon him, and in the vote and
in the address that’s to be made to the Queen upon the same
subject, it will appear upon the general receiver or collectors,
tho' I hear some of the ninety say (that was the number
against Lord T ) that tho’ they cou’d not carry it in the
terms they wou’d have, yet upon a little reflection it will
amount to the same thing, for are not these Collectors put in
by him, and under his direction, and if they do not do their
duty, if he neglect to prosecute them, the fault lyes at his
door.

LONDON, Marck 11, 1709.

Dear Brother,

. . . . I have attempted several times to meet with an
opportunity to speak with Mr. Taylor to hear if he has had
any favourable answere; and to'morrow I am resolved to
speak to him tho’ I shou’d wait all day, for now I hear Sir
Thom. Felton is dead I shall tell him if Lord T—— shou’d
not answer your expectations in what you have writ about,
‘twou'd give him the trouble of a fresh solicitation ; for this
Controller’s white staff, 'tis what I know you wou’'d like
better, tho’ ’tis said ’twill be given to Sir John Holland.
Mr. Dunch and Lord Harvey are solicitors for it, but nobody
will be named till after the Parliament is up. Upon this talk
of a peace, the earness solicitation for something can’t be
thought unreasonable ; having more things then one in veiw,
sure some will hit at last.

The talk of Jack How and Mr. Bridges being out is over,
and now 'tis said Lord Cunningby’s Paymaster in Ireland is
to make room for Lord Manchester; we are more modest,
for we desire only to fill vacancies as they fall, and not to
have them made for us. Sure Lord T is in good humour
now since the house of Commons has given him all the glory
of our diliverance from the late intended invasion, which
you'll see in the votes of yesterday, but you won't find it
nemine contradicente, for there was 70 against it, and a 180
for’t.
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LoONDON, Marck 15, 1709.
Dear Brother,

. ... I went t'other day to make a visset to Lady
- Bathurst, where I mett my mother and she desire I wou'd
show your Plans. She stood amased at it, and said the
least such a building cou’d cost inside and out wou'd be ten
thousand pounds. There was Mr. Lang the Parson who
is her Oracle said he was sure ’twould come to a great deal
more. I confest my ignorance that I cou’d make no compu-
tation of the matter, and I had heard of people that thought
they had been pritty nice in those affairs found themselves,
and have been surprised to find themselves drawn in to
double what they first thought of. . . . . we wish you mony |
enough to finish such another wing, and long to enjoy it, tho’
for some years shou’'d it have no more then one, it might
overlook little London for it statelyness, and make his Great
Honour* burst with envy and his Little Honour pine and die.
Serious I think it will make as fine a show as any house in
Yorkshire, I won’t say as any in the North, for they say
Lord Carlile’s has already cost him above 40,000.

Now the Duke of Montague is dead there’s great con-
tending who shall have the keeping of the Duchess of
Albermarle, the Dutchess of M. have declared she’ll have
nothing to do with her. It lyes between my Lord Thanet
and the D. of Newcastle, whose wives are the mad Dutchess’s
sisters. ’Tis supposed the Duke of Newcastle will have her
as one of the best interest, tho’ ’tis said if she’s to be disposed
of as the law directs, there’s a Lord Pirpoint her uncle has
the most right to her.t

* Watson Wentworth, of Wentworth Woodhouse.
t A news letter in French addressed to Lord Raby at this time gives
further details of this curious case, as follows :—

LONDRES, 15-26 Mars, 1708-9.
On avoit cru que le feu Duc de Montague avoit pendant plusieurs
années caché la mort de sa Femme autrefois Duchesse d’Albemarle, sous
pretexte qu'elle etoit folle et enfermée, afin de jouir de son Douaire, qui
est de 7,000/ st. par an, et qui & son Decés revient au Comte de Bath.
Il y avoit eu la dessus un long Procez & la Cour du Banc de la Reine,
lequel ayant enfin été decidé en faveur du feu Duc, on avoit obtenu un



80 THE WENTWORTH PAPERS.

LONDON, Marck 22, 1709.
Dear Brother,

Having noe news to send you, I hope these prints
may be a diversion to you. Greg’s Paper being out of print
about the time there was a talk of looking into that matter,
’twas reprinted again, and I don’t remember I ever sent it
you. The speech of Caius M has been out some time,
but lately come to my hands, and I had compared it with
original in Sallust, and had coppy’d out the latine for you to
have compared, but this morning I mett with this other
translation with the English and latine together; and that
translator supposes Lord H to be the Author of the
first, which I was glad to hear somebody named for’t, for
among all my acquaintance I cou’d have no guesses made of
him, tho’ every body own it a good thought and handsomely
exprest.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

March 29, 1709.
Lady Wharten is very ill of the collick, which has
put her in convation fitts ; the world is soe mallistious as to
say its only becaus she has no mynde to goe to Ireland.

Acte du Parlemt, par lequel il étoit obligé de produire sa Femme devant
quelques Personnes dignes de Foy. La dessus le Duc de Montague fit
voir sa Femme 4 Madame d’Auverquerque, Tante du Comte de Bath,
mais comme cette derniere Dame n’avoit jamais connu cette Duchesse,
et par consequent on auroit peu lui en imposer, les Parties interessées,
et le Public méme croyoient toujours qu'elle étoit morte. Mais comme
il se trouve qu’elle est en vie, la Comtesse de Thanet sa sceur et quelques
autres de ses Parens ont presenté Requéte au Grand Chancelier, de-
mandant qu'on examine si elle est effectivement lunatique, auquel cas
S. M. est en droit de sa Personne et de son Douaire comme elle trouvera
a Propos. On croit que S. M. ordonnera qu’elle reste dans la maison
du jeune Duc de Montague, qui par 13 jouira de son Douaire pendant
sa vie.
22 Mckh.—2 Apl., 1708-9.

Samedi dernier la Duchesse de Newcastle et la Comtesse de Thanet
allerent rendre visite & la Duchesse Douairiere de Montague, leur sceur,
et tacherent inutilement de lui persuader de sortir de la maison de ce
Dug, ou elle a été renfermée depuis tant d’années.
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Poor Mr. Tilson’s brother last Satterday in the morning
bought a pair of pistolls and half a dozen pistoll bullits, and
powder ; he charged each pistol with a brace of bullets, sett
himself in a chear in his chamber and shott both thees pistolls
into his head, which split his scull in pieces. He left a paper
upon his table by him “Lett none be surpryzed att my
death, my time was come, and I have freed myself from a
mallancholly world.” He buryed his wife twoe year agoe,
and has three children ; he was in a very plentefull condetion.
It’s in print, and thear they commend him for a very good
man, but say it was for a young gentlewoman in Wesminstor
he was in lov with, Your Mr. Tilson is very mallancholly, I
hope he will not doe soe.*

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LONDON, April 5, 1709.
Dear Brother,

. . .. Yesterday I received another packet from you
which brought me 5 prints of your house at Twitnham, and
I have distribbd them all according to order, and to all they
are an acceptable present. My wife and I have resolved to
give Willy the preference as our best beloved, and more espe-
cially in this present, because he may give himself airs to his
French master, and 30 gentlemen’s sons his fellow scholars
of the honour he has to be so near related to one who pos-
sesses so many honourable titles. The verses of Mr. Philip’s

* Luttrell chronicles under date 26 March, 1709 :—* This day Mr,
William Tilson, a clerk in the Lord Halifax’s office at the Exchequer,
put a pistol in his mouth and shot himself.” His brother George was
Lord Strafford’s first secretary at Berlin, and for many years afterwards
held office in the Treasury. Of him Lord Strafford writes to “my dear
Jack Wich,” our envoy at Hamburgh, “he is dull himself, goes on his
dog trot, loves no body but himself, and thinks all wise people should
speak, think, and write after his moddel. = After all he is not ill-natured
nor spightfull, but will even take liberty sometimes to check me in his
pevish mood, tho’ I was so long his master and from thence began his
fortune.”

G
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are pretty and admired by all I have show’d them to, tho’ as
yet I have not obliged any critics with the sight of them. I
find by this time your court is out of morning for the Prince,
but all that goe to Court here are in as deep as ever, which
you may observe from a Gazett which give leave to all
persons that has not admittion to her person to go out of
mourning ; even that’s report to have been publish’t without
the Queen’s perticular order, and ’tis said she has been angry
at it, but I believe that only proceeds from an order that the
Queen gave last friday, that noe lady should be admitted to
come into the Chapel at St. James’s that had any colour'd
handkercheifs [or] anything of colours about them, for she
said to Lord Chamberlain that there was ladys that came
into the very face of her with those colour’d things, and she
would not suffer it in her house. Some say the Dutchess of
M daughters have sett the example to these ladys that
have given offence, and this puts me in mind of the obser-
vation among the ladys one the first night the Queen saw
company upon her bed, that the Dutchess of M—— was the
only one that had powder in her hair or a patch on her

LONDON, 15 Aprél, 1709.
Dear Brother,

Yesterday the house of Lords came cleaverly over the
Scots and those that joined with them in the house of
Commons in the amendments they had sent up to them in
the Treason Bill; they have past it with those amendments
but with this amendment only (sz), that whereas the com-
mencement on’t was to have been in some time in June, they,
the Lords, have said it shall not begin till after the death
of the Pretender. I was at the court of request, and ’tis
variously talk’t whether it will pass so, or whether there will
be a Conference demand upon’t, which I shall not be able to
tell you till next post, and then I may be able to inform you
a little of the managers of this affair, which has been a great
tryal of skill among the cunning men. . . . .
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LONDON, 22 Agril, 1709.
Dear Brother,

The Tories, some of the old Whigs, and all the Scots,
are mighty angry to have been outvoted in the passing the
clause that came down as an amendment from the house of
Lords in the Treason Bill, as loosers they take the liberty to
speak very freely, how truely 'tis not my business to examine.
*Twas carried by six, and they say they can name above that
number who had they been left to their liberty wou'd have
been with them, but they were dragoon into’t, and sent
possitively word that if they did not vote as desired they
shou’d be turn’d out of their places. The court says the
Queen has time (sz) the give this Act of Grace so imme-
diately after the passing this Treason Bill to satisfy the Scots,
and she would have hér good subjects, but others give it
more ill-natured turns, as that it came to them thus at their
riseing that the true meaning and cheif end on’t might not
have been easiely seen thro’. I was told Mr. Broomley said
publickly in the house when it was read that there was but
one man in the Kingdome that was pardon by this Bill,
which person held a correspondency with France in the time
of Sir John Fenwick, for the exceptions were many that it
turn this General pardon into a particular pardon. But the
truth of this will appear when it comes out into print; I
know a great many that intend to buy the Act to sattisfie
themselves as to that point alone. Last Wensday I was told
the Parliament wou’d be desired to adjourn themselves for a
week, because it ‘twas thought the Duke of M wou'd
bring over some proposals to communicate to the house, but
my Politians were [wrong] for yesterday were prorogued till
the 1g9th May by Commission ; and in the even the Duke of
M did come to St. James, and was with the Queen a
great while this morning. I hear the peace is not in that
forwardness as 'twas thought before the Duke came over.
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[LADY WENTWORTH.]

April 23, 1709.

My dearist dear and best of children, I have hard to day
that you ar coming home and Moonseer Spannyor going
back, which if peece (sic) I shall much rejoyce at it, if not, I
shall pray it may not be true. This day was designed for
the nuptials of the Duke of Norfolke and a very great fortune
in the North, a vast one, but its put ofe tel next week. She
is of his relegion, a roman Catholick. Lady Mary Cumton is
to be marryed to a vast ritch seteson, his name is Goar.*
Lady Mary Villors, Lord Jarsis daughter is to mary Mr.
Thin, he is very ritch. She has but eaght thoussand pd.,
what he lykse her for is her hair which is very red, and he
resolved never to have a wife but what had red hair. Mr.
Goar’s weding shirts sleevs is laste with lace of eaght pd. a
yard, the night shirt lace three pd. ten a yard ; this I was told
for truith, but can not beleeve it. . . . .

April 28, 1709,

My dearist and best of children, I hope your hurry of
buisness is over, and that I shall have a long letter from you.
Mrs. Walbertun is made of honor in the room. of Mrs. Smith,
I wish it had been Betty. Wee have very cold wether again,
I have never been yet but three days without fyer. Corn fell
for one week, but now they have raised it again; its more
then duble the yousyal prise, as it was last summer, yet they
say thear is hopse we shall have a very plentefull year of
corn. I hope all your prety dums are well. . . . . Your
brother Wentworth tels me Mr. Benson is to loock affter
your buildin in Yorkshire. I have found him out to be an
old aquantenc of myne, his father was your father’s mortell

* William Gore, of Tring Park, Herts, married Lady Mary Compton,
a daughter of the Earl of Northampton. His father, Sir William, was a
city alderman. He was returned member for Colchester. A paper in
the Spectator, No. 299, February 12, 1712, is said to have been inridicule
of this marriage ; other commentators maintain that the couple aimed at
were Sir Ambrose Crowley and his Lady. See note on p. 62, ante.
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ennemy, but his mother was partecularly kinde to me when
I was in Yorkeshire. I have kist him many a time ; he was a
very prety boy, he has a good estate, I wish Betty had him,
he wants noe mony soe hee needs not a wife with a fortune.*
Dear, dear soul, I am more then pen can exspress your moste
infenitt affectionat mother.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LoNDON, 9 May, 1709.
Dear Brother,

Here I have sent you two Tatlers by which you'l see
the town is very empty of news, for they are writ by a club of
wits, who make it there business to pick up all the merry
storys they can; ’tis a new paper for there has been but 12
of them out tho’ they come thrice a week. If you like them
I can send them all. Three of the authors are guest at, viz.
Swift, that writ the tale of the tub, Yalden, fellow of Magdilin
Colledge, Oxford, and Steel, the Gazeetier.

What’s now most talk’t of in town is the affair of Major
General Mackartney, and perhaps wou'd be related in the
Tatler if they did not fear to have their throats cut by this
poor Gentleman whose fortune seems to be in a desparate
condition. His sad story in short is this, a housekeeper of
his has swore a rape against him, which was try’d in West-
minster Hall ; he got off on’t as he thought bravely, for was
only cast as to pay her cost and charges and damages, twenty
or 30/ and the matter was shutt up for some time; but the
woman wou'd not be put off so, she being a parson widdow
got the clergy of her side and they got the Bishop of London
to present her petition to the Queen to complain of his bar-
barous usuage .. .. Upon this the Queen has sent him
word she has no more accasion for his service. Mr. Walpool,
Lord Halifax and a Bishop has spoke in his behalf, but the
Queen is not to be prevail on to pardon him. He had thirty

* Robert Benson, of Red Hall, near Wakefield, and of Bramham
Park, who was for many years member for York. He filled many offices,
including the Chancellorship of the Exchequer,and was made Lord Bingley
in July, 1713. Lord Raby’s “character” of him will be found on p. 133 gos?.
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thousand pounds with his wife which he has spent, and has
liv'd several years parted from her, but the poor wife has
been to interceed for him and throw the separation as her
own fault, before the Duke of M——  He had sold his
regiment to Stutton, and, if his exchange cou’d have come
soon enough, was to have gone commander in cheif of the
Expedition into the West Indies, and Governor of Jamaca,
for which he had a larger appointment then any before him,
10/. a day ; some says he has been cunning enough to have
a fund "apropriated for the payment thereof for one year,
and upon that he has found people that has advanced the
mony ; he has the character of a man that will get mony at
any rate, and that will spend it as fast as he get it. He is
very well with all the great, but notwithstanding his ill
usuage of the women will never be forgiven.

LONDON, 20 May, 1709.
Dear Brother,

. . . . Brigadeer Crowder of late has made some talk
. in the Coffee Houses upon a peice he has lately been pleased
to print, he did me the favour to show it me some time
agoe in manuscript, and I complymented him with desiring
a coppy of it, that I might have the pleasure of reading it
more than once, and that I might communicate the like
sattisfaction to you by sending of it to Berlin. He told me
it had the approbation of very ingenious men and good
scholars, and his very good friends who had persuaded him
to print it, and then you as he always esteem’d to be such
shou’d be sure to have one. The day before yesterday he
perform’d his promise but desired ‘I wou'd not tell you
directly who was the author, but recommend it to you with
his most humble service, as from a friend of his. Yesterday
came out this Tatler, and tho I reckon myself a little base
after all the fine complyments he made me upon my great
judgment, I can’t forbear sending it you as a fine peice of
rallery upon his elaborate work, which I can assure you he
has not been a little proud of. I han’t seen him since to
know if this Tatler has given him any mortification. I know
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before he was prepar’d for the censorious, for he said lett
people say what they wou'd, he was sure the intention was
good, and his meaning for the service of the public. I am
sorry he has printed, for he’s very civill to me, and always
profess a great respect for you, and I wou'd have none that
does so exposed . . . .

LONDON, 24 May, 1709.
Dear Brother,

Last Saturday night Horace Walpool came here with
an express from Holland ; Sunday morning I went to Lord
Treasurer’s levée where I thought I shou’d hear all the news
stirring, and accordingly I heard my Lord T say to Mr.
Molsworth “All is done, the French has agreed to all we
have ask’t”; and there I heard that Horace, who from this
expedition has obtained the name of little Torci, relates this
speech of Mons® Torci to the Duke of M and Lord
Townsend, that he was ready to consent to all the allies
shou’d demand, but he wou'd wish them to take this caution
along with them to have a care they did not make the house
of Austria too powerful ; for ’twas to no purpose for them to
hid the misery they were in any longer, they did not want
men and money, but there was no resisting the hand of God,
Famine; so that the balance of Europe might be as much in
danger as ever, for after this Peace, if the Allies did not take
care they gave not too much to the house of Austria France
wou'd not soon be in a condition to stop the violence that
might be offer’d against the liberty of Europe. Mons* Torcy
is gone to the King of France for his ratifications of the pre-
liminarys that are signed by the Plenipo’s of both sides, and
Horace came here with them for the Queen to sign, which
’tis said she did Sunday, and he went away for Holland
yesterday at 4 in the morning. Nothing will be publish’t by
authority till they hear the preliminarys are sign’d by the
French King; tho every body talks positive of several par-
ticular, as a vast number of towns to be immediately deliver'd
up, Dunkirk demolish’t, but what seems the most mortifieing
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to the French is that they have consented that the Allies
shall march thro’ their country what army they think fitt to
reduce Spain to the obedience to King Charles.

LONDON, 31 May, 1709.
Dear Brother,

This morning there’s two Ostend mails come in which
say the French has refused to sign the preliminaries of peace
which were sign’d by the Allies; the same account is con-
firm’d this afternoon by express from Holland, with these
perticulars that Mons®™ Torcy had sent a letter in cipher to
Rouille at the Hague to signifie to the States that there was
ten of the Articles his Master cou’d not sign, and that Torci
had writ another short letter to Prince Eugene which said the
happy hour of peace was not yet come, upon which the army is
order'd immediately to take the feild. The Duke of M went
from the Hague a Sunday. Nothing but war is talk’t of now
in the Coffee Houses, tho some of the Politians are of opinion
still that before the 15% of June we shall have news of the
French King’s ratification of the Articles; some are so
sanguine to say we shall hardly accept of them without some
further demand, but should he lett that time elapse nothing
less than dethrowning the Old Monarch ought to satisfie the
Allies. In every body’s face appears a great deal of sattis-
faction, tho’ they own ’tis not what they expected, for they
cannot see, but if the French are in half so bad a condition as
they have been represented, but that they must accept of
peace yet upon harder terms, and that the Allies have a fair
opportunity and excuse to show less moderation in their
demands. Other people of colder constitutions may think
this is carring matters too far. Upon the Express there
was a cabinet counsel to-night, which is all I know of this
news, and I shou’d not be so impertinent to writ you any
thing concerning the peace, who has so much better intelli-
gence, but that in one of your letters you bid me writ you
what we say of it here ; and other news is not stirring. There
was a man with me to desire I wou'd subscrib for a suppli-
ment that will be out in August next to Dugdel’s Baronage,
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and if you will please to send any pedigree or anything you
have a mind to have incerted of our family it shall. All for
half a guinea, and that not to be paid till the book is deliver'd
which is a very reasonable article, so I have engaged for you.

. Mr. Steel told me he knew a Gentleman that says he
can inform you of several things that will be very advan-
tageous to you concerning your post fines . . .

LONDON, 7 June, 1709.
Dear Brother,

The Tatlers begin to swell to a volume as you see by
the number of this last; therefore since you like them I
think I had best make collection of the whole and take the
first opportunity that presents to send them over, for by the
post 'twou’d be too chargeable. I think in some of my former
I sent you word the Dutchess of M—— had begun her
building on her grant of the Frierry, and which had an
addition of a peice of the Queen’s garden. I have now sent
you the verse of the Garden Plot, which I had heard talk’t of
with rude application, but cou’d not meet with before. The
House is to built after the model of the Duke of Bucks, upon
which account there is struck up a greatest where there
has lately been a coolness, the said Duke and his Dutchess,
with her Grace of M visset their work very often together.
But since the Tatler has put out advertisment, that he’s a
printing a choise collection of latin sentances for the benefitt
of Mason and Builder, may be his Grace will stay till he sees
them come out, beforé he resolves of any to be fix upon this
new building, of which he’s the cheif architect.*

* Under date 19-30 April, 1709, Lord Raby’s French correspondent
writes :—Outre la maison qu’occupoit autrefois la Comtesse de Royer,
et quon a commencé 3 abbatre pour bitir un superbe Palais pour la
Duchesse de Marlborough, S. M. a fait encore Present & la Duchesse 2
cette Favorite d'une bonne Partie du Jardin Royal du Parc de St. James,
dont le Feu Roy Guillaume avoit donné la Jouissance a Mr. Boyle
Secretaire d’Etat pendant sa vie, Jeudy dernier on fit le Partage de ce
Jardin, et comme les Jardiniers de la Duchesse de Marlborough vouloient
empleter sur le Terrain de Mr Boyle, celui-ci marqua lui méme la
separation.
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LONDON, 10 _June, 1700.
Dear Brother,

By this post our Politians of this side the water
expected to hear the French were come to, and that they
wou'd yeild to sign the prelimarys of Peace, but by all that
appears in prints it looks to them as if they were determine
to stand the fate of another campaigne. Mons® Shamirards
being turn out, and Madam Mentenon’s going into a covent
is interpreted as the Old King’s resigning in a manner the
Government in his life time to the Dauphin. But a Gentle-
man told me that Sir Harry Furnas told him he read a letter
of the Duke of Marlborough’s which had these words, that if
they did not hear from the French in a day or two, they
wou'd then begin again, from whence some people will still
conclude that the Peace will still be this Summer, and that
the delay the French has made is concerted and is only to
save appearance to the Spainers,and a little to the Elector of
Bavarior. At our coffee houses we are very angry that the
news talks of our beseigeing Douay ; for their opinion is that
we ought not to amuse ourselves in taking towns, but march
directly to Paris. When they are told that an army can’t
march without having before provided magasins, or at least
to have such a train of provisions with them as will subsist
an army that is to burn and distroy all before them, they give
no answere to this but—How did Prince Eugene march his
army over the mountains without such a train or mony, and
his march to the releif of Turin was in like manner ; ’tis but
to employ him and the business is done. Or—why not go
on with the scheme that was talk’t of before the Peace was
thought so near a conclusion, that an army shou’d march from
Flanders into Pickardy, and that a fleet from hence should
land upon the coast, with all necessary to support such an
army.—If they are told ’tis too late to provide such provision,
then they fall upon the credulity of those that gave so much
into the faith of the French King’s sincerity to peace. I
have given you a strange medley of discourse, but there
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nothing else talk of, and I hold myself oblige to writ to you
every post.*

LONDON, 14 June, 1709,
Dear Brother,

Since you like the Tatler from the date hereof I'll
send them you very regular and those that are past I'll make
a collection of, and stay for an opportunity of sending them
with some other new Books. . . . . I had the favour of a long
letter from Capt. Powlett [sic Powell?], with an accurate
discription of all the fine things he saw at Dresden, but there’s
few people I shall care to divert with the reading on’t to
them, because he has been a little too free with the character
of my master, by a stroak or two of wit, and ’twou'd be
imprudence in me to lett anybody have an opportunity to
think I encourage such jests. I believe he’s not yet come to
Berlin. By the next post I shall return him thanks for his
letter which was very diverting, but bating what I have men-
tioned, tho’ I don’t know whether I had best give him any
hint of it less, for one fault finding I loose the pleasure of his
further journal which, if like the rest, will have a hundred
beautys.

There’s no news stiring, but to day I hear Brigadeer
Whitham is disobliged, who was to gone Commander in cheif

* The following extracts from the French news letters sent to Lord
Raby may be of interest to some readers :—

3-14 Juin, 1709.

“On a recu avis que Mr. Lumley, troisieme Fils du Comte de Scar-
borough, jeune Homme qui promettoit beaucoup, avoit été tué d’un coup
de canon, qui lui avoit emporté les deux jambes 2 bord de la Mary Galley,
qui avoit soutenu un rude combat dans la Mediterranée contre un
vaisseau Frangois dont elle setoit debarrassée. Mr. Lumley étoit
voluntaire dans le vaisseau qui conduisit la Reine de Portugal 2 Lisbone,
et il recut de grandes marques d’estime de cette Princesse.”

7-18 Juin, 1709.

“ Vendredi dernier le Lord Blantire, et Mr. Drummond, tous deux
Ecossois, se battirent & coups de Pistolet 2 Hampstead village & 4 miles
d’ici; et le sieur Drummond receut une Balle dans le C6té droit, mais la
Blessure n'est pas mortelle.”
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of a secret expedition after Macartney was laid aside ; now
Wills, that as he says is a younger Brigadeer then he, is made
a Major General, and is to command in cheif. He has been
a long time a Major G! of King Charles making, reckon a
very good officer. Where they are to go is not publicly
known, some says upon the coast of France and accordingly
the French are preparing for them, some says for Portugal ;
where ere they go they go first to Cork to take forces from
thence. La Pell is in a great hurry going down for his regi-
ment is allready at Plimouth, from whence the Fleet sail.
"Tis said the Q—— has forgiven Mackartney, but whether
he’s to go Governor of Jamaca is not yet known.

LONDON, 17 June, 1709.
.+ . . Mrs. Barry they say is married to Count Vienna the
sharper ; he has declared he knews of ten thousand pounds
already that she has and hopes she’ll still prove worth more
to him. This is all the news the town affords, at least all
that’s come to my knowledge.

LONDON, 1 July, 1709.

Dear Brother,

Yesterday the Queen went to Windsor ; she lies in the
house over against the Castle, which is put in mourning, the
Castle not being . . . .

Sir Scipio Hill with his new project of getting mony
accasions some diversion and talk at White’'s. You may
have heard for this long while he has been dieing of the . . .;
he now come abroad and look a divel, or at least a sad
memento mori. He gives fourscore guineas to receive ten
guineas a quarter for his life, Sir James of the Peak is his
agent, and runs about offering it all that will take. Boscowen
has took it, and two or three more, who are of opinion he will
not live a month. Those he had made his heirs does not
approve of this whim, for he’s resolved to dispose of all his
ready mony this way if he can find substantial fools enough
to take it ; but the crack begins to run as if he may live a
great while for all he looks so ill, for he has recovered his
voice to a miracle,
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LONDON, 8 July, 1709.
* * * *

I have now sent you the Tatler of last Saturday, wch I did
not sent before, because I was told ’twas dull, but that persons
judgement I shall take no more, for having since read it I think
it diverting enough, the news from Epsom is almost matter
of fact, wch makes the jest the better, the Ladys are city ladys,
names Turners, and I must needs say I like the description
of Africanus, wch is Sir Scipio Hill, the day before I was a
wittness of some of the divertion as I sent you word.

12 July, 1709.
* * * *

The prosecution of Lord Wainnan is now order’d again,
upon wch the Tatler is to day, the accation I am told is this,
that last year when there was a stopt put to’t ’twas upon the
intercession lady Wainman the mother made to the Queen
and that she designed to marry her son, the fool, to Sir John
Packington’s daughter, 'twas then said that my Lady her self
had married her Butler, wch the Queen desired her to tell the
truth, and she did assure the Queen upon her word and
honour, 'twas false, and she never intended any such thing,
but of late she has own her marriage to that same Butler,
and put off the match with Sir John P daughter, and
married him to her husband’s sister, wch they say the Queen
is angry at and therefore this fresh prosecution is order’d.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

TWICKENHAM, July 19, 1709.
My dearist and best of children,

. I have prefered one of the pupys to Lady
Humble whoe is very fond of dogs, she will make very much
of it for your sake. I went to Mrs. Bouchers whear I was
charmed with prety miss whoe plays one the spenett and
sings to it; her voyse is week but very sweet, and an exackt
good ear she has, but your sister is charmed with Mrs.
Boucher herself. She ses she is the hansomist woman she
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ever see, her wedoes habbitt becoms her very much, and her
hous is suitable to her buity, for its very charming. I see
over Lady Blunt’s wall, your little hous, and the garden is as
much altred as this is, and a wilderness at the eend of it.
Sure Secretary Johnson must have a great estate, for he has
a vast deel of company comse to him dayly from London,
coachis and six horsis sum timse thre of a day. Next doar
hear is Mrs. Campyons her basterd by the Duke of Devon-
shire is kept, indeed its the very picture of the Duke; she
was a true penetent when she dyed and said her mother
parswaded her. It seems she sold her for a thoussand pd
wanting mony exstreemly—a prety ackt for a mother, sure
she had better have beged her bred.

y [July 2] 1709.

My dearist and best of children, I hope I have layd a good
foundaytion for you with your ingenyous headpeec to finish.
It would be to tedyous to trouble you with all my inventions
to bring this to pas, but in short I found none seemed soe
secure as this. Hall whoe is very dexterus at all things he
writt a letter whearin he aquanted Lady Brownloe that he
was sent by a parson of quallety about a buisnes that might
be a great sattisfaction to each famely, and beged the favour
he might speake a word in pryvitt with her ladyship.
Soe he stayd tell she was up, and she came to him, but
brought her steward whoe stood at a distanc while he told
her that he was sent by a parson of qallety which had seen
her youngist daughter and was very much in lov with her,
which if she pleesed to giv leev she should have a parteculor
of his estate, and then know his name. Soe she said she could
say nothing without knowing the name. Soe he told her it was
you. She said she had hard a very good carrector of you,
but she was not willing to marry the youngist before the
elder; She smiled when he said you was in lov with her.
She said she would conseder of it; he askt her if she would
giv him leeve to wait of her again, She said by noe means—
or if she would give me leev to wait upon her, she sayd noe,
she would not have me giv my self that trouble, but she pre-
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sented her sarvis to me. He told her I sent him, and you
had writt twoe or thre letters to me about it. Soe Ellison,
Hall, and I thinck that you should write immedyetly to my
Lady and another enclosed to the young one, and not to lett
it get wynd. I am possetivly sure it will doe if you will goe
one with it, and yet noe creeture hear knows it but Hall and
Ellison; for I shall dispair if any of Peter’s famely know it,
not but he and his wife are both to good to hender it, but she
has many reletions to my knolledg would leeve noe stoan, as
the saying is, unturned to hender it. You know this Lady
Brownloe has five daughters, the eldest marryed to Lord
Exetor, the second to Lord Gilford, the third is going but not
yet marryed, but al things conclewded one with Lord Sher-
wood, whee I hear has noe very great estate but they say the
Earl of Exetor lovs drincking and soe dus this Lord Sherwood,
and that he has made the match up. This is what Hall tells
me. Peter told me he was to be marryed to this lady, for
your sister Wentworth is very great with Lord Sherwood’s
mother and sister. He nor Lord Gilford are what I lyke.
Lord Gilford loocks not at all lyke quallety but a little ugly
man. I thinck Lord Sherwood is proper and tall, but loocks
heavy and dull. As much as I see of them, the youngest
will be envyed by all her sisters, if it be her happy fate to
gett you. Elleson sess Mrs. Reevsis mother is dead and that
she has undenyable twenty fower thousand pound, and he
thought you had lyked her. Lady Gilford livs over against
your sister Arundell ; I thinck her very prety, but I know
the youngist is thought by all the pretyist of them all. Dear
soul, loos noe time, but write, and if you would att the same
time indite one for me, I may inclose yours and giv it ether
to Elleson or Hall to carry ; it will not be proper for me to
carry it, because he ask leev for me to wait of her and she
refewsed it, and I am soe dasht to a stranger that I shall
spoyle the caus quite. God derect you and prosper you, and
make you in this and in al things throughout happy, to the
great comforte of, Dearist, dear creeture

Your moste infenit affectionate Mother.
L ]
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Are you not aquanted with the Earl of Exetor, what if
you writt a letter to him to speak to his mother, and tell
him its the ladys parson and not her mony that has charmed
you.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

22 July, 1709.
Dear Brother,
* * * *

People are generally very angry here at soe many
Palitanes being brought over here, and say the Government
shou’d have known what to have done with them before they
had admited them. And they begin to make reports as if
they wou’d bring a Plague among us for they die in heaps at
Black heath, of malignant fevours and smal pox, and have
graves dug to burry them on the heath. We of the Prince’s
family have been told that out of Mr. Compton’s office the
Queen pays to them above a 100/ a day, so that is one reason
makes the Queen delay signing the Establishment for the
family, for as soon as that was sign’d we shou’d be all runing
to receive mony there, and ready to join with the common
cry of Charity begins at home, and that these forreigners are
a Plague to us.*

* A few notices of these Palatines, and other poor German Protestants
(about 6,000 in number) driven to England by the desolation of their
country by the French, occur in the French news-letters sent to Lord
Raby :—

17-28 Juin, 1709.

“La Cour a donné des ordres pour faire dresser un Etat des noms,
age, religion, and profession de chaque Chef des dites familles, dont le
plus grand nombre est des laboureurs and vignerons. Le Chevalier
William Penn, fameux Chef des Trembleurs, ayant demandé permission
d’employer quelques familles de ces pauvres Palatins, sa demande lui &
été octroyée, et demain 70 Familles doivent, s’embarquer pour aller en
Pensilvanie.

24 Juin-s Juillet, 1709.

“Le Conseil a enfin resolu d’etablir une Partie des pauvres Palatins et
autres Allemands Protestants dans la Nouvelle Foret de S. M. pres de
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The Last Tatler is upon D* Ratclif who they say is
desparately in love with Dutchess of Bolton, his passion runs
so high as to declare he’ll make her eldest son his heir, upon
wch account they say the Duke of B is not at all alarm’d,
but gives the Old amorist opportunity to make his Court, the
Dr lately gave the Dutchess and some other Ladys an
entertainm® of musick upon the water, and a fine supper in
the Barge.

29 July, 1709.
* kS * %

I shou’d have given you a key to the two Tatlers I sent
you last, the Brussel Postscript are verses of Crowders. He
show’d them me in manuscript. Aurenzeb is Tom Colson,
who never had any friendship with any body but S* Edward
Symour, who brought him into Parliament.

This Tatler I know nothing of, only they say the Dutchess
of Montague has lately lost a bitch she call’d fidel, and has
had it cry’d.

We have had great news wch is not yet generally received
as Autheutick, it comes over by one major Reding, a Prisoner,
who's arriv’d from Calis, and reports that just before he came
thence, there came letters wch caused a great Melancholy in
the Air of every body, and they got into corners whisper’d
and avoided letting him hear, but he was well acquainted
with the Commissar who, upon inquirery, told him they had
rec! very bad news from Italy, that Count Taun had faln

Southampton, ou il y a beaucoup de Terres & defricher; et d’envoyer le
reste dans les Colonies de ’Amérique.

1-12 Juillet, 1709.
“On a deja tendu 400 Tentes pour les pauvres Palatins & Camberwell

et 600 & Blackhead (séc), et comme ce nombre ne suffit pas, on leur
a distribué 600 autres a la Tour, qu'il doivent tendre 3 Blackhead.

24 July-4 August, 1709.

“ Nonobstant les murmures qui se sont élevez parmi la Populace
contre les Palatins, une Foule du Monde va journellement voir leurs
camps 2 Camberwell et & Blackheath, ol on leur fait des grandes charitez.
De sorte qu'ils vivent fort bien et contracter plusieurs mariages entr’eux.”

H
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upon the Duke of Barwick’s Army and had totally routed
them, and that the Duke was mortally wounded, and by the
next post they expected to hear of his death.

22 August, 1709.
* * * *

The town is very empty and no manner of news but a fresh
talk of Peace being as good as concluded, and I find few
people that beleives you are gone to Carlsbad, some fancy
you are gone upon some Secreet affair with King Augustus,
Coll St Peirre’s immagination has sent you to the Zare of
Moscovy, and this day in the Amsterdam news I read you
were agoing to Vienna in the Room of S* Philip Meadows,
the Date of that paper is the 30th August, N.S.

Mrs. Davers daughter is made a Bedchamber Woman, wch
my sister Arundel had hopes of, and I am sorry for the dis-
appointment, all her comfort is theres six now wch add to the
number of a chance for a Vacancy. The Queen sent for the
Dutchess from London to present Bell Davers, till when her
grace had not been there since the Queen was at Windsor.
The town talk as if the Dutchess has thoughts of resigning
the Groom of the Stole, and that upon the condition lady
Sunderland shou'd succeed her, but they say the Duke of
Sommersett contess the matter for his Dutchess wch is what
keeps the Dutchess of M from quiting. The Duke of
Sommerset does keep close to Windsor, I don’t think he has
been three days absent this season. ’Tis certain the Dutchess
has not nor does not designe to be much at Windsor, but I
believe the talk of her resigning is nothing but town talk;
her house in the Priory advances prodigiously, ’tis now a
covering.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]
December 9, 1709.
Dearist and best of children, I wish you a merry Crismas
and a hundred happy new years . ... Lady Comten will
not yet see Lord Dorsett, her grandson, . . . . Lady Shas-
bury is . . . . a pryvit Gentlewoman of noe great famely, her
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name is youer (szc Ewer ?) or such a kynd of name. Thearisa
mother and another sister, but he has carred her without soe
much as one sarvent of hers with her to a hous he has att Ry-
gate, whear he had provyded a good discreet wayting woman
for her of Bell Skinfer’s recommending. Bel Skinner is with
them as a companyon ; al this is under the Rose, I beg. 1
fear poor Mr. Batthurst will be turned out of the hous, to
morroe is his day of tryel. One Cox joined with him, and
its said it is dun out of spyte to Cox. Its much feared he
will loos it, himself dus not fear it, but I hard it by others.*
Had I his estate I would never atempt it more, and would
not cair a fardin for wig nor tory, nor sattisfye them what I
WaASIHz A, Lord Willoby is going to be marred to one of
the Brownloes, that which Lord Sherwood should have had.
I have the pretist parret, it talks any thing, and is mighty
fond of me. . . ..

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

16 December, 1709.
Dear Brother .

All the news the town is entertain’d with is the extra-
ordinary way the house of commons has resolved to proceed
against Sacheveril for his two Sermons, wch they call books,
but he and the Parsons need not be so angry, for they are the
cause of it themselves for they have made their brags that
before 'twas printed ’twas perused and examined by three
able counsil in the law who has given their opinion that
there’s no law in being, either Ecclesiastical or Civil, that can
be punisht for any of his expressions how sharp so ever they
may be taken to be when apply’d to any perticulars. There’s
none of these courts will condemn a man for inuendos, wch
the house of Commons well knew, therefore they wou'd not
hearken to Mr. Broomley, and the rest of them that wou'd

* The election of Allen Bathurst, and Charles Coxe (of Nether
Lippiatt and Lincoln’s Inn) for Cirencester, in May, 1708, was declared
void, but they were both re-elected on 23rd December, 1709.

H&Z
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have had Sacheveril try’d before a convocation, or at the
Queen’s Bench ; they know by impeachment was the surest
way to have him punish'd wch all the party is very intent
upon. The Lord Mayor Sir Samuel Garrard has slipt his
neck out of the Collar but how honourable I can’t say, for
Sacheveril affirms before the house, after Sir Samuel Garrard
had deny’d ’twas printed by his command, that the day he
preach Sir Samuel complymented him upon his Sermon and
took him home with him to dinner in his own coach, and
after dinner told him /e /Zoped he shou’d see it in print, wch
he took for a sufficient command from a superior to an in-
ferior, and several other circumstances wch I believe made
most of the house believe 'twas the Lord Mayer’s desire to
have it printed, but they were very willing to lett him scramble
off, for no part of the city is to be disoblig’d now mony is to
be paid in. The house of Commons past another Vote the
same day wch some people are more startled at, wch was
passing a Cenzure upon a Sermon of the Bishop of Exeter's
preach’'t a year ago, and printed by the command of the
Queen ; it treated of passive obedience, and was answered
very spartly by one Hoadly a church of England Divine but
has been always reckon by the high Church a republican.
This man the H: of C: has given thanks for his answere and
has order'd an adress to the Queen that she wou’d prefer
Mr. Hoadly according to his great merits.

20 December, 1709.
Dear Brother,

The day before yesterday I received yours of the 14th
and yesterday I executed most of your orders, as having
bought the Cartons at the place and price you directed, and
in White Friars I heard of a man that made a collection of
all the pamphelets that comes out and are worth keeping, and
there I meet with some things that related to Tho: late Earle
of Strafford, and that man I have imploy’d to get me what
else he can find that mentions the life and actions of that
Great man. [ shall go to Twittenham very soon, and send
you a catalogue of all your prints, and there I believe I shall



LETTERS OF LADY WENTWORTH. 101

find S* Phipil Warricks memories, wch talks of my Lord
Straffords amours, wch my Aunt Skinner was provoked at,
and thought a lessening to his memory, and therefore wou’'d
not allow it to be true, tho' there may be others that may
take the account of that intrigue to be true, and yet acknow-
ledge his lordship to be as great a man as ever livd in
an age.

If you have not Lord Clarendon’s History, as I think you
have not, I think it won’t be a miss to send you the Charactor
he gives of him, the Charactors he gives of the men of those
times is reckon the finest part of his History. Since you
left England it has been reprinted in smaller Volumes, wch
reduces the price to thirty shillings. I have a set of those,
and can either send you them or writ out my Lord S——d’s
charactor to go over with that Volume of Rusworth’s collec-
tions that contains the Tryal. There was an appendix ot
Dugdal’s Baronage, wch I sent you word some time ago was
to come out by subscription, and I had subscrib’d half a
guinea for you, the book I have and shall send by the
Hamborough Convoy. There’s a great many I hear are
dissatisfied that they han’t said enough of their familys and
the man tells them if they please to give him any perticulars
he has omitted they shall be incerted in his next edition, so
if you please to have any thing added of yours I shall give
it to be done.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

December 20, 1709.
* * * *

. . . . I am very angree with Hall, for I sett him to inquier
after a young lady that I writt you word how prety she was,
that I se at chappell. I hard she was a fortune and Hall
brought me word she would have very little during her
father’s life, and he was lykly to marry again. She is now
going to be marred and has twenty thoussand pound sartain.
Hear is Lord Carburer's daughter and the, duke of New-
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castle’s yett left for you. Its noe shame for a man to be
refused, whye should you not write a letter to Loord Carburer
to propose yourself to his daughter, and asure him you will
desier nothing of her fortune tell he is dead. He is vastly
ritch and will giv all he has to her, only is soe covetious he
will part with nothing present ; he is very old and will never
marry again. Lord Shasbury he made this proposetion and
was refused and yet Lord Raby may be excepted, besyds
to be refewsed is noe disgrace* Dear Soul forgiv this im-
pertenanc from her whoe lovs you beyond exsprestion, and it
would increas her days, the joy of seeing you well marryed.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LONDON, 24 January, 1710.
Dear Brother,

I did not as I told you I wou'd last post persue my
Lord Marlborough out of town with a memorial to desire his
interest with her Majesty for you in what I had desired of
Lord Treasurer, for since I under stood his going out of town
was not to avoid sollicitations, but from a disgust he had
received to find he cou’d not prevail with her Majesty to give
either the tower or the Regiment to the persons he intended.
Constable of the Tower T am told he ask’t for Cadogan, but
the Queen told him she had promised it to lord Rivers, and
the Regiment wch was ask’t for Merideth, she had promised
to Coll. Hill, the last of wch was argued very long, as that
Coll. Hill having an old Regiment of foot was as good as he
was, and that ’twas a command that was expected to come
among the General Officers. In short it ended in the Duke’s
going out of town, with a resolution not to return if he cou’d
not have the naming the Coll. of that Reg?, where he staid till

* On June 14 this year Lady Wentworth had written to her son :—

. . . . Lord Shaftsbury would faen have Lord Carburry’s daughter, but
my Lord will not agree to it, although he would not desier a fardin with
her, he is soe in lov with her. I wish you had made your court to him,
1 fancy you might kave gained him, and then noe doubt of her.
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yesterday, the Queen having not till friday night sent him a
letter Merideth shou’d have the Regiment as he desired and
that she wou'd not insist upon Hill's having. Upon the
Duke’s coming to town his friends report all is well and right
again, but others talk as if there was great matters in agitation
such as the Quecn can never consent to. ’'Tis certain there’s
a great Hurly burly at Court but the perticular accations ’tis
impossible for me to learn at least not saft for me to writ,
however I'll venture to tell you what common report says,
vis, that LY M—— insists upon his being sole General during
the Q ’s and his joint lives, and the Dutchess of Ormond,
Lady Fretcheville, lady Hide, Coll. Masham and Mrs. Masham
together with their brother and sister be immediately remov’d
from Court. This they say has not a little alarm’d the
Q—— who is said to be so much astonish’d at it that she
has frequent consultations with the Contrary party what to
do in so nice a conjuncture, and that the General officers has
been sounded by both sides to discover what they wou'd do
if things shou’d come to extremitys. If these things comes to
be more common discourse, I'll venture to writ more at large.
It has been talk’t as if yesterday was to have been the day to
have mov’d for an address in the House of Commons, to the
Queen, to have had Mrs. Masham removed from Court, and
all this sessions they say the house of Commons was never
fuller, so ’twas not thought a proper time to move what they
were not sure of carrying, tho’ ’twas said that Harry Mor-
dent* did give some broad hints as if he cou’d not be for
giving any further supplys, unless some certain persons were
removed from the Queen’s presence. Whether the adverse
party to Mrs. Masham had any such designe, I can’t say,
but this am asure of that the Queen give the Vice Chamber-
lain Cook orders to tell all her friends in the house of Com-
mons, that is to say all that had any dependant, that any
such address wou'd be very disagreeable to her.

* There were two members named Henry Mordaunt or Mordant at
this time. One sat for Malmesbury ; he died early in 1710, and was
succeeded by Addison. The other sat some years for Richmond, York-
shire ; he died about January, 1720.
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The Court is still in deep morning, wearing Coffs upon
their coats sleeves, wch will be till Lady day, and no Arms
upon the Coachs ; the rule for the morning of this year is to
be as for a Father. Long pockets in the summer were liked
to have obtain’d being an universal fashion, but this Winter
its totally out again, and theres no but young fellows in the
Army, and the Smarts of them that wears those Coats with
bottons up the arms.

LONDON, 27 January, 1710.
Dear Brother,

The matter of dispute between the Q——n and Duke
of M—— wch I writ you last post of with so much caution, I
find is talked about everywhere with a great deal of freedom,
and every body is giving their opinion wch is right, and wch
is wrong, even of some things wch are doubtfull whether they
ever were in agitation, being reported to have been so but by
one Party, the Tories, who say, the junto promised the Duke
of M to use all their Interest to have him made General
for life by the Queen, and then to have it confirm’d to him
by act of P ; but this is deny’d by the whigs, this I heard
one of the whigs own that at a meeting that lately was held
of them, 'twas proposed that at the same time the Duke
offer'd to lay down, all th’ other great officers shou'd do so
too, as Sir Simon Harcourt and Sir Tho. Mansel did when
Harley and St Georges (s7c) were turn out, but Lord Summers
and L2 Treasurers were absolutely against any such thing,
and I don’t hear of many of them that was in earness in
doing of it, so it went off. What was reported as to the
Duke’s friends sounding all the General Officers as to their
inclinations of standing by him and that "twas found he cou’d
depend upon none but Codagan and Merideth is said to be
all false and an invention of the Tories to alarm the Q n
with designes of the Duke which he never had, and by the
relation I am a going to give you, wch I have from a very
good hand, you'l see that the Duke and his friends deny ever
having any thoughts of having the Parliament address the
Queen for the removal of Mrs. Masham. Thus I am told
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from one that had it from a lord that has been spoke with
both by the Q and Duke and makes the reasons of this
late hurly burly pretty plain.

* * * *

But I have run off from my first Author, wch assures me
all is well reconciled again, and that since the Duke has come
to town, he has been with the Queen and is all submission to
her Majesty’s pleasure, but cou’d not forbear telling her he
had a fresh instance of his enemies imposing falsities upon
her for truths against him, such was their making her believe
he or any of his friends had made any interest among the
members of the house of C n’s to Adress her Majesty for
the removal of Mrs. Masham, wch he protested as he was an
honest man he never thought of, and if her Majesty wou'd be
pleased to tell him who inform’d her so if he did not convict
them of untruth he wou'd be content to be banisht her favour
for ever, and beg’d hard that that might be made a Test who
was to be believed, he or them. He said she knew he had
mov'd it to her Majesty as what he thought wou'd be for her
service, and for the ease of her Ministry, but it never enter'd
into his thoughts to Stir up the Parliament to prescrib to her
what servants she shou’d keep about her person.

30 January, 1710.
Dear Brother,

* * * *

People may say what they please that all is made up
and well again, but such breachs between great people are
seldom or neuer so. The feud was very high and great upon
the outing of Mr. Harley, and I know that Party reckon it
wou'd ne're have been effected if my Master had not been
prevailed upon at last to persuade 'twas for the good of the
nation. But this matter whose beginning seem’d to be such
a trifle has been carryed much higher, tho' in reality both -
have the same Spring. 'Tis said the Q—— has been so pro-
vok’d as to declare to more than one she has been so slighted
by the Dutchess of M—— that she can’t indure the sight of
her; the town says it has been some time that the Dutchess
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has called her gold key Mr. Mannerring Key for ’tis by his
perswation she has keept it so long.

This Self denial Bill is said to be brought in by the
Stanch Whigs, who see to whose share so ever places are
like to fall they are not like to fall to them. The Tories
to a man excepted Mr. Harley and Sir Thomas Mansell
voted for’t, nay and I am told that Mr. Harley throw out the
whole debate argued for’t, but upon the division he divided
against it wch reconciles two different Stores I had, one from
a Whig, 'tother from a Tory, the latter told me how sharp
Mr. Harley was upon Mr. Dolbin for his being witty upon
him for being so earness for this Bill, he told the house that a
Gentleman had brought a Speech in his pocket and was
resolve to speak whether to the purpose or not; the Whig
tells me that Dolbin silenced Mr. Harley by telling the Fable
of the King of the Beasts that had lost his tale, and therefore
used all his Rhetorick to perswade all the beasts to cut off
theirs but cou’d prevail with none but a few monques and
jackanaps. Some say this Bill will stop at the Lords, tho’
others think it their interest to pass it to have all the places
to them and their friends. Others have this fine notion why
the lords wont pass it, as that whilst such temptations are left
for the Commons they will bite at them, wch will keep them
from being so popular as the Lords are at present, the
Peoples eyes being wholly upon them. ’Tis thought now
Schacheverel will come off clear.

I am told the Queen has said to the Duke of M—— that
the nation wanted a Peace, and that it behoved him to make
no delays in’t, and that Lord Townsen has instructions to
take his measures as he shall be directed from the President
of the Council, and not wholly from the Duke of M——,

[LADY WENTWORTIL.]

February 1, 1710.
My dearist and best of children . . . .

I was told that Wentworth Watson was indevoring
to bye the Earldom of Strafforde, sure her Majesty will not
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grant it to any but you. Lord Stairs is going to be marryed
to a,great fortune. Poor Lady Conaway is dead, and left
fower daughters behynd. Our neabour Mrs. Loe has just
such a hous as your sister Arundel’s; she keeps her charret
and footman, her neic a very prety sober discreet young
woman livs with her, which is a fortune, and will be her air.
The other day Mrs. Loe’s sister which lay at an apothecary’s
had lockt herself in her chamber, her made went down, and
she setting by a stoav great as myne is, a baskit with oringis
standing by, she stooped to retch one oring, set her night
rail a fyer. She went to doe it out, burnt her hands, but
could not put it out, so went to the doar called the made was
comming before she called, and the apothecary hearing her
cry out, ran up; but all they could doe to save her lyfe
could not longer then a fortnight, she had holse burnt in her
neck, her face and ears was burnt very much. The anguiss
of it put her in a fevour ; she was a ritch old made, and left
all she had to Mrs. Loe. The Queen’s answaer to the Adres
I sent you word of will be in the Public News, soe I need not
trouble you with it. . . . .. Pray is buitefull Dorrinder in the
straw yet ;- indeed Gallant is now grown very prety and
admyred and beloved by every body, he is the best youmored
creeture that can be, and Pug gros very fond of him. Your
doms are all well at Twitnum. Dear soul I am moste
sencearly your moste infenit affectionate mother.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LONDON, 14 February, 1710.
Dear Brother,

These verses I send you were sent me by the
penny post by an unknown hand, and as I intend they shall
not be spread any farther by me, I sent them without taking
any copy of them, tho’ I find they have been seen by a
world of people in this town. I am pleased you are sattisfied
with my indeavours to serve you ; but before this you have
receiv’d my letters that informs you that if some people were
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as hearty and sincere in using their Interest, as we wou'd
have them ’tis now too late, we have daily stores told which
shows that interest is much sunk of Late. 'Twas observed
that the Dutchess of M did not make her appearance
at Chappel with the Qveen her Birth day, wch most of
the Ladys of the Bed Chamber did, there was a drawing
room at night, but every body in as deep morning as
ever.

This Story I am a going to tell you, tho’ told by Lord
Harford him self, wou'd not be so generally received for truth
were it not attended by other circumstances. Lord Hartford
was at the Duke of M levée and he beckinged him from
behind the crowd to come speak to him. The Duke told
him he had heard he had given himself a liberty of speaking
very freely of him, and in such rude terms that if he was in
Flanders he wou'd break him for'tt Lord Hartford says he
reply’d he cou’d not do that without a Counsil of War, and
demanded what he had said. The Duke told him, he heard
he shou’d say he pist backwards (sic) and had deny’d to the
Queen his having any designe to stir the Commons up to
address the Queen to remove Mrs. Masham. I hear his
Lordship makes his' brags that he answere his Grace very
pertly to’t, but what surprises me more is what follows, as that
the next day the Duke of M mett the Duke of Som-
merset and told him he must make a complaint to him of
Lord Hartford who had served him very ill—how, my Lord,
says the Duke of S , serv’d ill, I have it under your hand
by two letters that he serve very well,—the Duke of M
says, my Lord you mistake me, I say serv'd me very ill, and so
tell what Lord Hartford had said of him—is that all ? says
the Duke of S——, I do assure you he said no more then
what he heard me say that you and your friend did sollicite
to have an address to that purpose, and that you had with
many asseverations deny’d so doing to the Q The
circumstance to make the first part of the Story be beleived
is that the Duke did some time agoe reproach Duke Desnée *

* Colonel Disney, the friend and constant companion of General
Withers, commonly called “ Duke ” from his habit of using the exclama-
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for an ungratefull fellow for making so free with his reputa-
tion, and for a confirmation of the latter part 'tis said the
Duke of S told the Q—— he wou'd stand by her
with his life and Fortune, even against her insolent
General.

The Scafels that are building in Westminster hall for
Sacheverill’s tryall, and the Splendid Ball and entertainment
the Portugal Ambassador made yesterday will afford the
town so much talk that they for a time will forget to dis-
course of these high disputes. The Portuguese was drawn
into a greater expence then he first intended. There’s a
great Old house in Surrey Street that has stood empty for
some time wch he took for some month to set up some new
furniture he has bought to carry home with him. Some
Ladys went with him to see his furniture and found the
rooms so Large and handsome, that they wou'd needs have
them promise them a Ball, wch he did, designing for about
half a dozen of Roman Catholick Ladys but they talk’t much
of it that he found himself under a necessity of inviting six-
and-twenty couple of the best quality, and that not being
thought enough there was three score tickets given for
several Ladys and Gentlemen to come in Masquerade.
"Twas expected being in this unrully town there wou'd have
been a great many disorders committed, and there was a
company of the Guards to protect his house, but every thing
was in great order, and all that was there very well pleased,
and nobody angry but who was not there.

tion. He was a Huguenot refugee. Swift had a great liking for him,
and writes of him as one of the Society of Brothers :—“ We all love him
mightily,” “a fellow of abundance of humour,” “not an old man but an
old rake,” &c. He died in November, 1731. A letter dated Nov. 27, no
year, from Peter Wentworth has the following passage :— Duke Disnée’s
will is much talked of, for he has left nothing to his poor relations, but
very handsome to his bottle companions, 500 to Jack Hill, 500 to Lord
Massam’s son, 500 to Sir Wm. Windham, 500 to Lord Bathurst son, 500
to Lord Strafford’s son, and 500 to Lord Bulingbrook . . .. I never
drank a bottle with him or I might have had a 500.”
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17 February, 1710.
Dear Brother,

* * * *

The Address that was moved in the house of Commons,
for the Queen to send over the D. of M forthwith to
transact the treaty of Peace, what ever air it may give his
Grace abroad, at home ’tis thought not to have made him a
greater Favourite. ’Twas introduced by Sir Gilbert Heath-
cot’s¥ pulling out a letter wch he said had just received from
an eminent Marchant at Amserdam who inform’d him the
treaty of Peace with the French King was begun affresh,
thereof he thought it behov’d the house to Adress the Queen
to send the D away to take care of our Interest. Mr.
Bromley was against the address and among other reason
he reflected upon the manner of this news being brought into
the house by a Marchant from another Marchant and that
the Queen had been always so good as to communicate
matters of importance to the house by the proper Officers.
Sir Gilbert answer’d this reflection by saying he had a greater
stake to loose and paid more taxes then that Gentlemen.
Auther Ansley made a very warm speech against it, as that
‘twas. exalting that man whose Pride was already intollerable,
seting him above the Crown, wch wou'd make us the most
abject of Slaves, and that ’twas affronting the Sovereign to
prescrib who she shou’d imploy in the treaty of Peace; and
Mr. Walpool told the house that all complyments to the
Duke was so many complyments paid to the Queen. The
Vice Chamberlain Mr. Cook inform’d the house to the con-
trary but in what terms I coud not hear, however ’twas
carried by a great Majority for the address.

Sir Christopher Wren has been before the House of Lords
to give an account why the Scaffels in Westminster Hall are
not built to contain room enough for each Lords to have
eight tickets a peice, he inform’d the lords that the house off
Commons took up a whole side and there was some other place
Lord Treasurer had ordered to be left unbuilt, wch wou'd

* Member for the City, one of the founders of the Bank of England,
Lord Mayor, 1711.
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save the Queen 300/, wch was not thought fitt to be sav'd by
the Lords, and they gave him orders to make as much room
as ever had been usual. Then he told them plainly that the
Q was possitive she wou'd have no body over her head,
wch made the house laught coming so pat to what had becn
so lately the discourse of the town ; but 'twas admited to be
very reasonable.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]
. February 18, 1710.

My dearist and best of children, . .

Mr. Lewis of Speer is going to be marryed to Sir

Robert Cotten’s daughter,* she has six thousand pound. The
other day as my coach was going hom about seven of the
clock, twoe of the seats was stoal out, and one of my
glassis was broack a while agoe, the string broak and the
glass flowsed down broak al to bits. I am very lucky. Mr.
Page sess all my fillerys and yours ar kild by this hard frost,
myne wear charming as well as yours. I told him it was his
falt, for want of dungin ; he ses not, he ses Secretary Johnson
has lost most of his, and all the neabours about. It freesis
now very hard, almost by the fyer side, and yett this thre
days the sun shynse, and its very bright wether. Dear soul,
never mother loved her only child more then I doe you, and
whilst I liv will in al things indevor to prove my self to be
Your most infenit affectionat mother.

Last night, being the thanckgiving day, hear was fine fyer
works. I se the Rockitts at my windoe.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LONDON, 21 February, 1710.
Dear Brother, : ;

Saturday last I sent your two letters to Mr. Bromley and
frank’t them as you order'd, and yesterday I received another

* Catherine, daughter of Sir Robert Cotton, of Combermere (not
connected with the antiquary of that name who lived a century earlier),
married Thomas Lewis, of St. Pierre, elected member for Monmouth-
shire in April, 1713.
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wch I send away by this post, and find by your last resolve
of having it like brick and stone 'twill be like the Dutchess
of M—— house she has built in the Queen’s Guarden, wch is
said to be one of the most perfect Models thats in England.
There's no news, but all the Ladys are making their advances
to the Lords, to get tickets from them to see and be seen at
the Tryal, for that reason the Young Lords make a busstle
to have their full number of ticket, 8 a peace, though they
know there is not room for half that number. They have
made an order of the house that no absent lords shall have
any, and so all that will have any must be at the call of the
house the day before.

Here’s a supposed letter to a friend sent me by the Penny
Post, wch the Tories wou’d have believed to be more then a
jest in't. 'Twas talk’t by some as if there was a designe to
stire up the house of Commons to impeach Mr. Harley for
writing” his thoughts so freely, as they say he did, to one of
the States General, laying open the vast need England had
of Peace, our debts being so great, and the Reasons the
Queen had, not to have such favourable thoughts as formerly
of the Duke of M ; but of his writing such a letter ’tis
thought they wanted sufficient proof, or when proved they
doubted whether they cou’d carry the matter so high as to
bring it to an impeachment to do Mr. Harley any harm. It
seems we are not the only Court that discards old favourites
for new ones, for ’tis said there’s a new one sprung up at
Berlin.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

February 24, 1710.

. ... Its said that Duke Schoombork’s son is to marry a
daughter of the Duke of Ormons. Secheverel is to be tryed
next thursday; thear is very deferent openyons of him.
Westminster Hall is full of Scaffolds.
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Marck 6, 1710,

* * * *

Secheverell will make all the Ladys turn good
huswivs, they goe att seven every mornin. Your brother
givs you a more exact acount then I can, pray God send
it ends well for this comfution seems to me to be lyke
the begining of the lait troubles, I having laitly red Bakers
Cronekles. I rejouce you are safe, thear will be plenty of
soagars now, for I hear thear is a great many of the mob in
custety, that are all to be sent for sogars. Mrs. Lewis, Mrs.
Loe’s neice was last Fryday to see me very fynly drest and
very noble jewells one. She keeps a coach and six horssis
and fower footmen, did keep six but she being very discreet
desiered twoe might be put ofe, for soe many would but make
them be envyed ; indeed she was always a great favorett of
myne. All my fyer syde is in good health. . . ..

March 18, 1710.

My dearist and best of children, I hear the Duke of Molbery
is going over to treet about a peec, I pray hartely for his
good suckses, and then as hartely for your return. I hope
you will not lett one post slip without a letter to Lady B.
and her daughter ; in my own immagenation I doe conclewd
it dun, if it be not your fault, delay in such afairs loocks ill
and seldom prospers. I went the other day to see your
great wulf dogs. I thinck them very handsom, but they are
very poor ; they eat bread very gently out of my hand, but
you must take cair they hurt not Folly nor Dorrendor. Just
now the Lady Raby that would be soe was to see me, she
goes to morroe into the country, but I own I lyke this last
much better. God grant this last may be soe and make you
as happy as ever man upon earth was, or can be, in a wife.
I am sure it must be her own fault if she be not soe, for soe
good a son can not but be a good husband. One great
happynes, they are all modist vertious young wemen. I hear
send you a paper to make you laugh. Dear Dear Creature
I am your moste infenitt affectionate mother J. W

I
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April 4, 1710,

. . .. Your godson Arundell is sure as lovly a boy as ever
was seen, and of an undanted sperritt. I wish he was a
Cornett, he is the very pictur of your poor brother Will,,
you could not help being fond of him, if you see him, he has
such a wheedling ingagin way with him. I am Tom didemus
both for the peac and seeing you, I wish hartely for both. I
beg you to be sencear and to tell me the real truith, whether
I shall be blest with seing you or not, and near what time,
for I would goe to Twitnum, its now fyne warme wether, but
if the leest hopse of seing you I would not goe for the
world, tell you came, so I beg you for onc to trust me with a
secrett and you shall see its possable for one of our sex to
keepe one. Pray why would you not trye to gett Sir W. W.
for Betty. Sir Sumthing Keneday is kild in a dewel, noe
quarrel of his own, but takeng a nothers part.* . .

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

7 April, 1710.
Dear Brother,

I can not enough express my thanks for the great
concern you tell me you have for my illness,and I am willing
to believe that your kind wishs with those of my other friends
has contributed to my recovery. My Sickness came very
unseasonable for I was a diligent attender at the Drs. tryal
and pleased my self with the fancy that I shou’d have sent
you more particulars then any body, for the Saturday, the
day before I fell ill, I got into the house of Lords, wch was
the first day they debated whether the house of C had
made out their charge against the Dr., and truely from that
days debate I did not think the Dr. wou’d have got off so
triumphantly, for all that spoke then for the Dr. were Lord
Haversham, Notingham, jernsey, and lord North and Grey.

* Under the same date as this letter Luttrell records :— Sir Richard
Kennedy was some days since killed by one Mr. Dormer, in a quarrel
at Woodstock.”
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They went upon the question Lord Notingham had ask’t the
Judges in Westminster Hall, wch was whether by the laws of
England in all indictments and charges the very words that
are said to be criminal ought to be in the indictment or
charge. All the Eleven Judges declared thier opinion that
by the Law of England the very word shou’'d be exprest, but
Lord Sommers and Lord Chancelor and Lord Hallifax,
answered all th’ other lords objections so clarely that Mr.
Lechmore and S* Joseph jekel* that were next me concluded
the Drs. business done, for they carry’d the matter so as to
have this question put that in the judgement they wou'd give
of the Dr. they wou'd be guided or the rule they wou'd go by
show’d be by the Laws of England and the Laws and usuages
of Parliament. There was some strugle to have the words
Laws and Usuages of P left out for they came at last to
own that the laws and Usuages of P were the Laws of
of England, but the question was put with those words, and
carry’d with out any divission. Then Lord Treasurer mov'd
that the clerks shou’d make out extracts of the books of P
of Paralel cases, against munday and so to adjourn till that day,
wch was readily agreed to. Lord Wharton said in the Debate
the question that had been askt the judges, and some lords
seem’d to lay such a stress upon, was nothing at all to the
purpose, for it only respected tryals in the courts below, and
if any question had been askt the judges as to the Laws of
P he did declare that none of the judges wou’d dared to
have answered it. ILords Sommer and Hallifax, produced
the treason act made in the g® of K. W, as an Act of the
greatest benefitt to the subject, and even in that act there was
a Saving clause, that not withstanding any thing therein, the
rules and customes of impeachments shou’d be in full force.
The Scotch Lords and some reputed Whig Lords knew how
to make their court, that tho’ they let it be carry’d that the
commons had made out their charges yet when it come to
the punishment they carry’d it to be very slite.

If you were plenipotentiary your ten pound a day wou’d

* Nicholas Lechmore sat for Cockermouth, and Sir Joseph Jekyll
afterwards Master of the Rolls, for Eye.

I2



116 THE WENTWORTH PAPERS.

be made a hundred pounds a week. This and the little letter
I writ which my Mother enclosed to you is the only thing I
have writ since my illness. I gain strenght ever day so that
now I hope to be a very good correspondent to you again. I
hear the Peace is off wch I am sorry for, for you might have
come to the Hague in spite of the Duke of M now is
your time to push to be Earl of S—— for there is to be a

new promotion among the lords.
o * # ¥

[LADY WENTWORTH.]
April 28, 1710.

My dearist and best of children. . . . .

The small pox is extreemly about, and very mortell ;
Lord Lumly is dead of them.

.. .. Now I have a commecall story and a very tragecall
story to tell you—first, hear coms a woman to sell things and
brings with her many tickitts for a sixpany Lottery, soe for a
jest I brought them to Pug, whoe toock one and I markt it
with J P for Jinney Pug, and she has got a prise, a silver
needlecase and silver thimble; but poor me have lost fower
silver spoons, one last summer, the other three a weeke agoe
out of the table baskitt. All my sarvants ar very honist, it
fretts me very much to se the ill luck I have. I thinck I
must make a gethering for som new ons; I thretten my man
to pay for them, but it will ruin the poor wretch, he is a
decaid gentleman’s son, he is very honist and sober, only a
little silly, but myghty willing and good natured. He leved
half a year with your brother Wentworth before I had him,
he had more buisness then he could doe. Dear creetur,
millions of blessings ever atend you, it is the harty prayer of
your most infenit affectionate mother.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]
12 June, 1710.
Dear Brother,
I put myself in the Q n’s way as often as I can,
but can see no look as if she intended to send an answere




LETTERS OF LADY WENTWORTH. 117

soon, and as she told me she wou'd send for me when she
had writ one, I dare not put her in mind on’t, tho’ I am very
impatient you shou'd have it. The talk still continues as if
there wou'd be changes at court, tho’ now ’tis dwindle only
to the removal of Lord Sunderland, for Earl Poulet, and
among other reasons that are given that there is not a more
thurrow rout, is that Harley and Lord Rotchester are not
agreed who shall fill the vacancees. In most countys in
England they are allready soliciting for Votes each party for
Parliament men, for a new Parliament the high Church con-
clude there will be, and the Whigs seems to fear it; as for
the Duke of Shrewsbury ’tis said he has promised the Whigs
to be intirely in their interest and has promised the same to
the Torys. Lord Halifax is to be marryed to lady Burling-
ton. S* Thomas Skipwith died last week at the Bath, and
’tis reported to that Jack How is dead also there.
* * * *

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

June 13, 1710,

My dearist and best of children, I am now packing up for
Twittingham, indeed the weather has been very colde al last
week, this is a prety warm day. I hope to giv you a good
acount next poste of your gardens. , ... You would have
been pleesed to have sett in my place last Sunday at Whit-
hall Chappell, for thear was Mrs. Brownloes and my Lady;
she that sat by me I take to be the youngest, for she has
very lovly roundnes at the bottom of her face, and lovly eys
and Ibrows. Thear was but twoe thear, the other is not soe
handsom, but she is very soon to be marryed to Lord
Willoby. My Lady was very much set out, but very ugly,
as al old people ar that is very youthful in thear dres; but I
should hold my toung, for I have bought myselfe a very light
gay mantoe of a silk that is al the mode, in hopse to see you,
and will not put it one, tell I doe.
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TWICKENHAM, Midsummer day, 1710.
My dearist and best of children, . . . .

Sir Thomas Skippoth * is dead at the Bath, and has
left his son 12 hundred a year, his daughter 6 thoussand pd,
and his miss one thoussand pd, but in this town they will
have it that he has morgaged his hous to her, for monny he
owed her. I had a lady yesterday that told me a great deal
of news, but little of it true I beleiv. First that the Queen
would have given Lord Sunderlin three thoussand pd a year,
when she put Lord Darkmouth in his place, and he told her
majesty that if he was not capable of sarving her, he did not
desarv such a pention, thearfore would not rob the govern-
ment of soe much ; and the Duke of Buforde to be Master of
Horss, the Dutchis of Summersett Groom of the Stoal and
Lady Fretswell to be Ranger of infell chase or som great
forrest T have forgott. But the Duke of Ormon to be
Leftenant of Ireland, and Lord Rotchister Treasurer, the
Chanclor to be out. How many soe ever of thees prove true
yet thear is sartain to be great removse : it makse me have a
thoussand fears. I wish you had noe regiment and was wel
setled with a good wife at your new house in Yorkeshire. I
have red Baker’s Cronekles and I cannot but thinck the
timse now ar very lyke the begining of those troubles; and
Stcheyerel is very much adored, the Bisshop of Salsberry as
much dispysed which I am not sorry for, its justly com upon
him. I know you will laugh at me and say polleticks is not
soe fitt for me as to speake in the commendation of your
most wunderfull prety table, the fraim of which is very much
admired by al that see it. Hear was a lady the other day
that has thre very prety daughters, and her favoret she made
stand under your Picture you brought from Prutia, and said
she never see twoe facis more alyke. Indeed the lady is very
prety, but her face is thinner, the eys is very lyke. She did
exspect I would have wisht her my daughter, but indeed I

* Son of Sir Thomas Skipwith, of Metheringham, Lincolnshire. He
married a daughter and co-heir of Lord Chandos.
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did not, for she has noe fortune consederable. Being highly
delighted with it myself I cannot help inviting al the ladys
in to the garden, and some ar tender and cair not set a foot
in the wildernes after sunset. Now to me in the heat its
coold thear, and when colde its warm thear, its a charming
place, indeed I fear you will never make Strafforde soe prety,
or at leest not in my days. Dear soul I fear I have tiered
you.

TWICKENHAM, June 29, 1710.

My dearist and best of children, in my last I told you all
my news, and have only one dismall story to tell you now,
which is that moste of the young men in this town are in
Newgate. It seems its a custum in thees country towns for
the young men to steel the Maypoale from one to the other,
soe all the young men of Twitnam went to Whitton and they
it seems had notis of it, soe was upon thear gard and fought
for it. It was in the dark, and they had not been known
only one of them to save himself told of the rest, and one of the
Whitten men is dead, and another very ill, but he its thought
will recover. Sir Charls Duncome * livs at Whitten, soe he
must be for his own towns men. One of thees poore wretchis
was brought home hear last night dead of the small pox, his
mother redy to run mad for him, as good a young man as
ever leved. Lady Mary Chambers promist he should com to
noe hurt, for she loved him very much, he having been a
sarvent of hers, he is much lamented. Mr. Elleson has been
hear to loock after the affairs hear, soe Pall, Pug, and the rest
of thear train went with him in to the charming garden.
Hear is Lady Grenvill with her twoe grandsons the Duke of
Buford’s sons, lovly boys, I wish you had twoe such, Lady
Clarck has beged me to giv her most humble sarvis to you
and ses she lovs you dearly. She is soe fond of me, that if
she dyse before me I am sure she will make me her air, or at
leest leev me a good leagasy. I wish I could fynd out a

* Member for Downton, and Lord Mayor 1708-9, when his niece the

Duchess of Argyll acted as Lady Mayoress. To her he left 200,000/ on
his death in April, 1711.
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cheape and good pictur drawer and I would send you Gallant
his wife and daughter and beloved al thear picturs, and Pug
in the midle. I see one of Willy Wentworth dun in black,
very lyke him, and for five shilling. I fear my little sun at
Ritchmon is quite vanisht, and noe more thought of; I should
rether have the Duke of Buforde, for all he has twoe sons.
My letter is called for, soe I must only asure you I am, my
dearist dear creeture

Your moste infenit affectionat mother.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

: 30 June, 1710.
Dear Brother,

"Twas some posts ago I writ you word from Epsom
the various reports and opinions there was amongst men
upon some of the Cheif of the Bank’s going to the Queen
just before lord Sunderland was turn’d out. Sir Gilbert
Heathcote, Sir William Scowen and Mr. Iles and their friends
affirming that the Queen sent for them to assure them she
had no intentions to make any other change in the Ministry
but only the removal of Lord Sunderland, and since that I
have heard they have given out for a further confirmation of
this truth, that Sir G. Heathcote was so transported with joy
that he cry’d out aloud in the Queen’s presence—God be
thanked, when as the torys affirm they came of their own
accord to make believe that upon the change of Ministry the
Credit of the Nation cou’d not be supported, and that the
first time they came the Queen wou'd not see them, but at
last when they got the Duke of Newcastle to introduce them,
she even then wou’d not hear their business but by the Duke
and sent them her answer by him, wch was to this effect, that
they ought to mind their own business, and she wou’d take
care to imploy none but those that shou’d serve her and the
nation faithfully ; and upon the supposition that this was
fact they inveighted against the Bank for having the insolents
to concern themselves to advise the Sovereign in state affairs.
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But since I believe I have learnt the true matter of fact.
That these Gentlemen was brought into the presence of the
Queen and did receive this equivocal assurance from her that
she had af present no intentions to make any more alterations
in the Ministry and that all reports that tended to the lessen-
ing the Credit of the nation proceeded from enemies of the
Government, and as good subjects she did not doubt but
they wou’d assure their friends in the City she had nothing
more at heart then the Good of her People, and now ’tis
agreed on all hands that neither they nor [the Queen ?] men-

tioned any thing concerning a Parliament.
* * * *

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

TWICKENHAM, July 7, 1710.

My dearist and best of children, I never remember such
colde wether at this time of the year, which I fear will make
corn grow dear; it is rissen a little. I told you a great lye
in a former letter, that thear was a great many of the young
men of this town in Newgate, but thear was but twoe, most
of the rest run away; one of those twoe dyed thear, and
yesterday the other was quitted, which was your poor
glazier’s son, whoe is grown very poor, being laime this great
while. Itssaid Sir Charls Dunckom made the jury at Tedinton
bring it in murder, but the jury at London brought it in but
chanc medly. Al this town hate Dunckome and Secretary
Johnson, for he said he would have them all hanged. . . . .

[P.S.] Just now I hear Dunckom is soe much concerned
for the death of that poor good young man that dyed in
Newgate, that he has been a freind to this and bayled him
his own self.

TWICKENHAM, July 13, 1710.

My dearist and best of children, senc I came hear I have
been much out of order in my head, but I have been blooded
and taken a great many slops, which has sett me in parfit
health again ; I have gott a vast stomak. I am fallen in lov
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with Lady Humble, the more you know her the better you
lyke her. I lyke her better then Lady Effingham or Lady
Betty Hastins, she is not a buity but very fyne skinn, only
her face is taned—and fyne shape prety hands, and none
can have more senc then she has, vertious discreet none more,
and a very good manager, and they say is worth at leest ten
thoussand pd. If I was a man I would have her before som
with thirty. When she was to see me the other day her eys
was seldom ofe from your picturs, but most on that last.
She is young enough to have children, she is soe good a
huswife she will duble her fortune by good manadgement ;
her conversation is worth a great deel. Lady Clark ses none
is fit for you but the Duke of Newcastle’s daughter. Lady
Tuften has buiryed this last Sunday one of her daughters but
has five very handsom ons left. For five thoussand pd you
may by her hous, and one or twoe may be be bated if you
will take a daughter ; it is the moste convenyents hous I ever
see, all the offissis wonderfull good, it was the Queen’s grand-
father’s, it stands in the midle of a garden, its a charming
revew, thear is thre ways for a coach to com to it.* Blynd
Mrs. Ash I was to se yesterday, she asks how you doe and
tels me Lord Willyam Paulett has a great place and twoe
thoussand a year pention, secretary Johnson’s neaphew, pray
what is his dissarts, he wants it not, and poor Mr. Arundell
can gett nothing. I had just now a very mallancolly letter
from his wife ; its sade thear is a stop to the Queen’s making
any more changis, soe thear is to my saying more then I
am, &c.

[PETER WENTWORTH.]

LoNDON, 18 July, 1710.
Dear Brother, ’ i
From the talk of the town it is a very hard matter
to Judge what will be the issue of the affair. The Torys are
very upish and expect all to come in for Places and every day
report that some or other of the Managers are out, tho’ as

* York House, Twickenham, built by Lord Clarendon.
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yet there has been no more removes since Lord Cunningsby.
Nay the Whigs report that they expect it will be a thro’
change, but by the long demure that is some conclude the
leading men of both sides are agreed, and that there will be
no New P and very few more changes if any. I have
seen Mr. Harley’s coach at Mr. Boils* door and several affirms
that Lord Halifax and Lord Summer have been offten with
Mrs, Masham, and that Lord Halifax was to go over a Plenipo
but he wou’d not accept of the Employ unless he cou’d have
assurance there wou'd be no new Parliament ; but since the
French Ministers are gone from Holland there’s an end of his
stipulations. I doe believe matters wou'd be agreed if they
did dare to trust one another, for if the present Ministry
wou'd engage that the Present Parliament shou’d take noe
notice of the addresses that has been, th’ other party wou’'d
be sattisfied with the points they have gain'd and wou'd not,
at least till the winter was over, attempt any more. ’Twas
affirmed and all over the town that Prior had the Commission
of trade, and in the Prints, but I am sure he has not, ’tis yet
undisposed of. The man Lord Treasurer solicited for to go
to Portugal was Lord Trylawly ;+ Lord Portmore} came in
certainly by the other interest. In my last I writ you Lord
Berkley's opinion that you under valued your pretentions in
being contented with so little as a Commissionar of Trade,
and that he did not think your asking leave to come over as
material as I did; but I can’t be perswaded but if you cou'd
work it about so as to be thought to come over for your pri-
vate affairs as you did two years agoe, you might make it
worth your journey, for tho’ before you can obtain leave and
be here all matters will be agreed or else the Queen intirely
in new hands, yet I think when you are upon the spot, you

* Henry Boyle, Secretary of State, afterwards Lord Carleton.

t Sir Charles O’Hara was raised to the Irish peerage as Baron
Tyrawly in January, 1707, for his military services.  After his long
campaign in the Peninsula he was made commander-in-chief of the
forces in Ireland.

I David Colyear, a distinguished military man, was created Earl of
Portmore in 1703. He married Catherine Sedley, Countess of Dorchester,
the mistress of James II.
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will be better able to make a judgement of matters, for really
some are so uncertain, that they are turn’d first one way then
another. The Sunday before last Dr. Hescrourt an old
Chaplain thinking to make his court preacht in St. James’s
Chappel before the Queen a very high and foolish Sermon,
and had orders sent to him by the present Lord Chamberlain
that he need not trouble him self to preach before the Queen
for she had provided one to do it when it came to his turn.

[LADY WENTWORTH.]

TWICKENHAM, July 22, 1710.

My dearist and best of children, ten thoussand thancks to
you for all your kindness, whatever coms from you will be
highly vallewed by me. I hope you will bring the little dog
yourself, but I doe not wish for your comming tell the timse
are more setled, sure amongst all thees changis it will be hard
if you get not a good one. I thought it had been a brag, but
is sartainly true, Lord Paulett, Secretary Johnson neaphew,
whoe has a vast estate, was offered to be secretary of state,
and he refused it ; and now he has excepted of the preveseel,
I thinck it is, or som such great place. Sartain those that
has noe dependenc upon the Court ar much happyer, but few
ar of that mynd. Last Sunday, thear could not be a more
dismall mallancolly sight then poor Lady Tufton led by her
eldist son, the eldist daughter following led by the other, and
the other fower daughters following one after the other, al in
long scarfs, and allamode huods over thear faicis, not a bit to
be seen of them. Soe they sat al churchtime, and a very hot
day, I wonder they was not smothered. The young lady you
ask after was one Mrs. Cornish the shreevs grand daughter
that was hanged a little before King Charls dyed or not long
after, I forgett which, he was in som plot ;% I thinck your
sister Wentworth got aquanted with them at the Bath. This

* Henry Cornish, Sheriff of London, was tried and executed under

very barbarous circumstances in 1685, for an alleged share in the Mon-
mouth Rebellion. The judgment against him was afterwards reversed.
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young women is very handsom, but not soe handsom nether.
Indeed you have sett me a task, its what is soe conterary to
me I know not how to effect it but one moment, I wish the
poor man be safe, for we have had terrable stormse hear.
Coll. St. Peer and his lady was hear and lodg at Ritchmon.
I have a coach att my doar soe must conclewd Dearist dear
Soul Your moste affectionat Mother.

TWICKENHAM, July 28, 1710.

My dearist dear, yesterday morning came your gentleman
of the hors and brought me, what was most welcome to me,
the good news of your health and good loocks, and al the
prety things, and the water, which next poste I will tell you
how I lyke it; I cannot se soe soon. Your box of essins is
very prety, soe is the shoe you sent me, and the prints, He
has ten for Yorkeshire, your brother six, and the box of
treeckle she is to have when she coms hear, which will be next
week ; the rest shall be disposed as you ordred, and the
arms I will keep tell your clossit flower (closet floor?) is
finisht, it must lye awhile becaus elc the boards may shrinck
—a million of thancks to you for all thees prety things. The
gentleman would not dyne hear, he said he had aboundenc of
busines and was to return back presantly again to London.
I would by noe meens have you part with your prety Perl
tell you come yourself, and then you will see my Gallant and
the rest are as well looct to as your Perle, and Sue is as fond
of them as myself. . . . . It has been a very sickly time at
London and every whear, I thanck God I am very well now
but my head has been much out of order, but it went ofe only
with a vapor fitt. I did fear convultions, but it did not com
to that. I was blooded and toock aboundenc of slops; my
blood had noe falt but being to good and to much, the fynest
colour you ever see; and Jackson hear blooded me, and I
bled presently very freely; and at London just before you
came I had Missis Dockter, and a famous sirgion and nether
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