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NOMENCLATURE.
The question of nomenclature is one

which just now is "being- agitated by
both botanists and horticulturists.

Theoretically, the same laws should
obtain recognition in all branches of

natural science, zoology, botany and
horticulture. The "Recommenda-
tions" recently endorsed by the more
conservative American botanists, and
emanating- from the herbarium of

Harvard College, give preference in

specific nomenclature to the first cor-

rect combination ; advise that the vari-

etal .name is to be regarded as inferior

in rank to the specific ; discourages the
rejection of long established and gen-
erally known generic names; and pro-
nounces against the principal of ' 'once

a synonym always a synonym" being
made retroactive,

Lester P. Ward treats the question
of nomenclature at length in the Bul-
letin of the Torrey Botanical Club, xxii,

308-329, for July, 1895, and is inclined
to consider the "Harvard rules" as
based solely on sentiment and not ten-
able if we are to have a stable code.
Let us consider for a moment whether

the
' 'new-American school of botanists '

'

or the conservative element, is tending
toward a more stable nomenclature in
active practice. We (the conservative)
use the name Mammillaria* for a well

*H;iworth wrote this name Mammillaria; Prince
Sfilni-Dyck, In Horto-Dyck, Ed. II. 5, wrote It Mam-
illarlM, with the following foot note: " Nomen
Benericum Mamlliarla serlbendum est, quia non
rarboMamma, sec] a dlmlnutlvo Mamllla deduct-

The two forms of spelling have since been

known genus of cacti, as first used by
Haworth in 1812. After 80 years of use.

on the strength of the law of "once a

synonym always a synonym" it is pro-

posed to discard this name because

Mamillariaf Stackh, was dedicated to

a genus of algse in 1809—three years

earlier—though this use of the name
was long since relegated to synonymy
itself. The law of priority is also called

in play to uphold the replacement

of the name Mammillaria with the

Linnsean name Cactus J (1735), under

which name were grouped all species

of cacti at that time known to science.

Neither Otto Kuntze nor John M.
Coulter, the modern champions of the

genus Cactus, as defined by them, seem

to be sure of their position. Coulter

says: "Cactus mammillaris seems to

have stood as the type," and follows

Kuntze, who, without discrimination,

'i
transferred good and bad species alike

from Mammillaria to Cactus! A name
so well established as Mammillaria,

not only among Botanists, but in the

horticultural world, should not be hast-

in about equal use—the authorities at the Royal

Gardens, Kew, follow Haworth, while most Ameri-

can botanists have followed in the lead of Prince

Salm-Dyck.

1 1 do not know whether the author wrote this

Mamlliarla or Mammillaria, but follow the only

spelling I have seen in print, since the original

work is not accessible to me.

% Otto Kuntze, Rev. Gen. PI., followed by Coulter,

Covllle, and others,—non Lemalr.

§ As an example, M. tetranclstra and M. phellos-

perma (the latter a well known synonym of the

former) are both transferred to Cactus as valid

species by Kuntze. who made countless similar

errors.



The West American Scientist.

Copyright, 1894, by W. J. Demorest.

PILOCEKEUS SENILIS—CRISTATE SPECIMEN.

ily replaced on grounds open to question.

The resurrection of the Linnsean name
Cactus offers a splendid opportunity

for a botanist to affix his name to a

multitude of valid species (and syn-

onyms!) not yet transferred—but pract-

ical botanists and horticulturists must
deplore such "botanical activity."

The name Cactus was first used in a

restricted generic sense for a group of

Opuntiae by Lemaire, a fact which
would add further confusion if we were
to resurrect the name as proposed, or

as attempted.

My views have already been partially

recorded on the nomenclature question

in Science, xvii, 67 (reprinted in this

magazine, vii, 206), but new points

continually arise where individual

judgment must be used. It seems ex-

tremely doubtful if ever Cactus will

replace Mammillaria in either tech-

nical or popular use; or that Fremont-
odendron can long replace Premontia,
or any name supplant our Washingtonia
as applied to our Californian fan palm.

It may be sentiment, but sentiment
must always form a part of our language
and receive consideration, especially

when it aids language to perform its

duty. The only final settlement of these

vexing questions will be through com-

mon usage and a law ignored by

horticulturists and the more conserva-

tive of our botanists will ultimately

disappear. G. B. Orcutt.

MEXICAN SHELLS.

While spending a few weeks in and

near Mexico City, in 1894, the following

land and fresh water shells were ob-

served. There was no opportunity for

more than very desultory work, so that

the list is necessarily short.

SucciNEABREVlsDkr. I found quite

a colony of this little species in the

pine woods on the mountains between

the cities of Mexico and Puebla
;
near

what is locally known as Rio Frio.

S. UNDULATA Say. A common

species in the City of Mexico; my

specimens were collected near the Castle

of Chapultepec.

Helix aspersa Mull. This intro-

duced European snail has become very

abundant along the ditches and canals

in the City of Mexico, and in gardens

has become quite a nuisance.

H. Humboldtiana Val. A single

specimen was found near the top of

the mountain pass, in going to Puebla:

said to be one of the commoner species

in the State of Mexico.
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Patula Hermanni Pfr. A colony

of this minute shell was found near

Rio Frio.

BULIMULAS ALTERNATUS Say. Dr.

Herrera, of the Museo Nacional, gave

me a few specimens of this shell, which
1 did not meet in the field.

Glandina guttata Cr. & Fisch,

near Rio Frio?

G. PLICATULA Pfr. In the moun-
tains north of Cuautla?

Planorbis tenuis Phil.

LlMN^EA ATTENUATA Say.

Physa Boucardi Cr. & Fisch.

With the two preceding species, com-
mon in the City of Mexico.

The above shells have all been iden-

tified by Wm. H. Dall of the U. S.

National Museum, to whom I am in-

debted for many similar favors.

C. R. Orcutt.

A MONSTROSITY.
Abnormal growths always possess a

certain interest to horticulturists as

well as botanists. We illustrate herewith
a curious plant of Pilocereus senilis

the oldman cactus, as it appeared when
discovered in the state of Hidalgo,
Mexico. This plant was shipped to

Paris, where it attracted considerable
attention among cactus fanciers.

EDITORIAL.
For years we have preserved care-

fully every book, magazine, newspaper,
pamphlet, and even catalogues, and
circulars—many literary productions
that generally meet destruction, but
which have a value in a library which
aims to be complete and qf use to fu-

ture ages. It is hoped that this mater-
ial may ultimately find a permanent
home in some public institution; in
the meantime we shall appreciate any
contributions of literature, and in ad-
dition to our thanks we offer liberal

exchanges in return of seeds, bulbs,

native cacti, advertising space in this

magazine, or subscriptions to the same.
Nearly every one accumulates in time
a mass of literature useless in part to
the owner—but do not destroy—we
want it saved.

We have several thousand duplicate

magazines, books and pamphlets, which
we will also exchange, or donate to any
public institution that will refund to

us the postage. Among them we name
:

The Semi -Tropical Planter— com-
plete sets. The Great Southwest—sets

incomplete. The Young Men's Jour-

nal — nearly complete. The West
American Scientist—about 50 odd num-
bers. The North American Review

—

about 50 odd numbers. 10th Annual
Report Calif. State Mining Bureau.

Miscellaneous books, magazines and

pamphlets.

THE SECRETS OF SUCCESS.

The broad roads to a successful industrial re"

form, based upon 70 years' experience in En-
gland, are thus summed up by the Co-operative
News: 1—The establishment of co-operative
societies for supplying the wants of their mem-
bers of every kind, whether by purchasing
goods wholesale or manufacturing or producing
these goods themselves; 2—the establishment
of federal associations, such as grain milling
and wholesal societies, for supplying the re-

tail societies with goods that the retail societies
cannot otherwise obtain so advantageously, and
to manufacture or produce these goods when it

is found advisable to do so; 3—in doing the<=e

things, to pay capital its fair remuneration and
pay fair wages to the workers, besides treat-
ing the latter in that considerate manner that
all co-operators would desire to be treated, and
which is the golden rule ordained by Christ; 4—
employing surplus capital in employing co-ope-
rators'to produce for the supply of the outside
market, whether in our own or foreign coun-
tries, in order that labor may be justly treated
and receive its full reward.

INTEREST.
One of the prime factors in our present in-

dustrial condition is interest ; 80 per cent, of the
wealth of the U. S. is interest bearing today,
and our annual interest charge is $3,000,000,000

or $800,000,000 more than our annual increase of
wealth! In other words, capital not only de-
mands and receives its share in the increase of
our n itional wealth, but the working man's as
well, besides drawing to itself $800,000,000.00 of
the past accumulations of labo'- yearlv ! The fi-

nal result can be nothing short of the industrial
enslavement ot the people, if the present trend
of events is not arrested,—and it is in co opera-
tion that we must find the moans of arresting
and abolishing interest. Co-operation is success-
ful in so far as it destroys this factor, in which
is vested the power of capital—for, shorn of in-

terest capital is weak, like Samson of old when
shorn of his beard.

NOTE9AND NEWS.

P. of. J. A. Miller of Stanford University has
accepted a call to the Univers ; ty of Indiana.

The peach blossom has been selected by a vote
of the school children of Delaware as the floral

emblem ot that state.
Prof. Edward Lee Greene, for many years

identified with botanical work on the Pacific

Coast, has become identified with the Catholic
University, of Washington, D. C.
Prof. E.'VV. Hi I sard, of the State University,

has been quite ill but is now convalescent.
Prof. Symington has resigned from Stanford

University to go to Amherst College.
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RIPANS
WHAT THEY ARE.

A gentleman of a methodical habit, who had
adopted the habit of retaining a copy of every
prescription issued by his family physician, be-
came interested as time went on to note that
the same ingredients were pretty certain to be
prescribed at some point of the treatment of ev-
ery case. For a poor appetite, or a sore throat,
for restlessness which disturbed the baby's
sleep, and for troubles which beset the aged
grandparents, the favorite remedy was always
turning up, although slightly modified from
time to time and used often in conjunction with
others. His family physician had ever been a
successful practitioner; and when another was
consulted, care had always been taken to ob-
tain the services of some one eminent for skill

and reputation. Still the frequent recurrence
of the favorite formula was a marked circum-
stance. One day our friend happened to observe
that the formula of a certain advertised remedy
was identical with the latest prescription he
had received from his own physician, and in

some surprise he stated the case to him. The
family doctor, after listening to what he had to
say. replied: "The case is about this way; when-
ever there is a disturbance of the functions of
the body, no matter of what nature, it is pretty
certain to be accompanied by a derangement of
the digestive organs. When they are all right
the patient gets well. That particular formula
that you have observed me to write more and
more frequently is the result of an age of care-
ful experiment, and is pretty generally agreed
upon now by all educated physicians who keep
up with the times. The discovery of the past
few years of a means of reducing every drug to
a powder and compressing the powders into lit-

tle lozenges or tablets, or tabules if you prefer,
which will not break or spoil, or lose their good
qualities from age, if protected from air and
light, is the explanation of how it has come a-
bout that this prescription is now for sale as an
advertised remedy. It is as you say, however,
and is all right. It is the medicine that 9 people
out of 10 need every time they need any, and I

have no doubt that making it so easy to obtain,
so e 'ire fully prepared, and withal so cheap, will
tend to actually prolong the average of human
life during the present generation."

Ripans Tabules: sold by druggists, or by mail
if the price (50 ets. a box) is sent to the Ripans
Chemical Co., 10 Soruce st., New York.

CHILD-GARDE
$1.00 PER YEAR.

A monthly kindergarten magazine for children.
Edited by And ea Hofer and Amalie Hofer.

Thi only magazine for children, gathering up
the pure literature of the current kindergartens.
No other children's magazine discriminates so
scientifically in tM choice of contents, having a
deep purpose behind all that it brings to the
child. Full of helps to kindergartners and moth-
ers. Written entirely by kindergartners from
their daily experience. Beautiful illustrations,
myth stories, science stories, trade stories, games,
songs, talks, Sunday lessons, busy work, letters
of travel, blackboard lessons, drawing, kindergar-
ten occupations, pfcc, Send ten one-cent stamps
for a sample. Anyone desiring to get up a club
for the purpose of popularizing the kindergarten
in any communit write for rates and suggestions
to the KINDERGARTEN LITERATURE CO., Chicago,

KlNDERGrlRTEN MflOflZINI
$2.00 PER YEAR.

A monthly for parents and teachers. Edited
Andrea Hofer and Amalie Hofer, Chicago.

Devoted to kindergarten theory and practic
Keeps its reader .. in touch with the best demo:
strations in the entire kindergarten field. Ne\.

kindergarten songs. Nature studies and investij

gation. Typical work with gifts and material!
Discussions by live educators on best method!
Psychology made practical by the study of th

child. Typical stories by active kindergartnen
How to study Froebel's Mother-play Book.
Department for Parents.— Correspom

ence with mothers, discussing all practical ani.

vexing questions. Typical chats with the chil

dren on natural history, domestic life, stories

songs, and plays. Hints of how to keep activ

fingers employed. Hand work and busy wavs fo

children in the home, adapted to the needs of bus;

mothers. How and why to answer children'
questions. Lullabys, home songs, and nurse
rhymes. A pure home magazine, with a higl

standard of family life as its objective point, am
sound purposes in early education. Thinkini
mothers are most practically supported in thei

efforts to give children rational training. Sei

15 one-cent stamps for sample, and ask for plai

for introducing the Kindergarten into yo
neighborhood. KINDERGARTEN LITERATURE CO., CHICAOl

$100.00
Given Away
Every Month

to the person submitting the
most meritorious invention
during the preceding month.
WE SECURE PATENTS

~ FOR INVENTORS, and the
\J object of this offer is to en-

courage persons of an invent-
ive turn of mind. At the
same time we wish to impress
the fact that :: :: ::

It's the Simple,
Trivial Inventions
That Yield Fortunes

—such as De Long's Hook II

and Eye, "See that Hump," m
"Safety Pin," "Pigs in Clo- jf
ver," "Air Brake," etc, M
Almost everyone conceives ii

Q a bright idea at some time or ih

other. Why not put it in prae- ft
tical use? YOUR talents may m
lie. in this direction. May «*

make your fortune. Why not U

|^~Write )or further information and H
mention this paper. H

THE PRESS CLAIMS 60J
618 F Street, Northwest, $

WASHINGTON, D. C ft

j£P"~""The responsibility of this company W
may br judged by the tact that its ff

«f stock i i held by over one thousand ft

M of the leading newspauers in the ft

f* Uuitu,. States. ^
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