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By Oliver Onions (1873-1961) 

Onions wrote several collections of ghost stories, of which the best known is Widdershins 
(1911). It includes the novella The Beckoning Fair One, widely regarded as one of the best 

in the genre of horror fiction, especially psychological horror. On the surface, this is a 
conventional haunted house story: an unsuccessful writer moves into rooms in an otherwise 

empty house, in the hope that isolation will help his failing creativity. His sensitivity and 
imagination are enhanced by his seclusion, but his art, his only friend, and his sanity are all 

destroyed in the process. The story can be read as narrating the gradual possession of the 
protagonist by a mysterious and possessive feminine spirit, or as a realistic description of a 

psychotic outbreak culminating in catatonia and murder, told from the sufferer's point of 
view. The precise description of the slow disintegration of the protagonist's mind is terrifying 

in either case. Another theme, shared with others of Onions' stories, is a connection between 
creativity and insanity; in this view, the artist is in danger of withdrawing from the world 
altogether and losing himself in his creation. (Introduction from Wikipedia) 

Read by Don W. Jenkins; total running time: 07:35:22. Dedicated Proof-Listener: mim@can. 
Meta-Coordinator & Cataloging: J. M. Smallheer. 

 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover picture by Bobbi Jones Jones. http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=28749& 
picture=the-fog. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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