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CHINA.
The Chinese Empire is about as large as the whole United

States and of one-third of British America. China proper, or the
" Eighteen Provinces," is about as large as the United States east

of the Mississippi River and the row of States adjoining it on the

west. It stretches from within the torrid zone to 40° north lati-

tude, and has all the variety of climate and productions that wc
have in our own land. The surface is diversified with hills and
valleys, lofty mountains, and extensive plains. The Hwang Ho,
the Shi Kiang, and the Yang Tsze Kiang, or " Son of the Ocean,"
with their numerous tributaries, furnish many thousand miles of
inland navigation. Its fertile plains have long sustained an im-
mense population, and in its mountains are hidden untold treasures

of mineral wealth.

The population of China is usually estimated at 350,000,000
or 400,000,000. The latest German authorities say 450,000,000.
Farmers, for economy of space and mutual protection, live in vil-

lages. 'J'hese villages number from fifty to five hundred families

each. This, according to the Chinese estimate of five persons to a
family, gives a population of from 250 to 2500 in a village. The
market villages are still larger, some of them numbering 2000 or
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3000 families. Every available foot of land is brought under cul-

tivntion, and everything that can be turned into food or fuel is

utilized to sustain this immense population.

THE POVERTY OP THE PEOPLE.

The heathen civilization of China has not developed, nor can it

develop, her splendid resources. The masses of the people are

poor—poor to a degree not dreamed of in America. A mason or

carpenter works for fifteen to thirty cents a day. A farm laborer

works for his food and from ten to twenty dollars a year. A maid-

of-all-work gets her food and five or six dollars a year. In some
parts of China a common school-teacher does not receive over thirty

dollars a year, and men are performing faithfully the duties of

pastor to two or three churches for a salary of fifty dollars a year.

A man who has an income equal to one dollar a month for each

member of his family is in comfortable circumstances. They live

so cheaply, not because provisions are cheap, but because they live

so poorly. Dried leaves and grass, with the dried roots of the

grain, are common fuel. Rice or millet, with the coarser grains,

sweet potatoes, and yams, are the necessaries of life. Wheat, meat,

vegetables, and fruit are luxuries in which the majority of the

people indulge but rarely.

What most interests Christians in China is that

THE PEOPLE ARE HEATHEN.

It is true they are civilized. They live in houses. They have
some manufactures, and extensive commerce. They have an
organized system of government. They have books and schools.

Nevertheless, they are heathen. You will find a full description

of their moral character in the first chapter of Romans. They are
" without God and without hope in the world.'^ They are " all

their lifetime subject to bondage'^ through their superstitions,

which concern every important event and interest of their lives.

Is a new garment to be made, it must have a seam in the back,

not because the pattern or the width of the cloth requires it, but
for good luck to the wearer. Is a babe to go abroad for the first

time, a lucky day must be chosen, when the god of joy is abroad,

and the god of destruction is hidden. The babe must be wrapped
in a red cloak, and the person who carries it armed with a peach-

tree switch, for evil spirits and baleful influences alike fear red

cloaks and peach-tree switches. Does a man seek a wife for his

son, he first consults the astrologers, who decide under what in-

fluences and asiDccts of the stars must have been born the girl who
will bring good luck to his family. Is a house to be built, the

magicians must select a lucky site and position for it, and a lucky
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day to begin work on it, or misfortune will never depart from its

inmates. Does a man die, he mv.st be buried in a lucky place, or

calamities will follow his descendants from generation to generation.

Every village has its temple, and the cities are full of temples.

Everybody visits the temples and worships the idols. Notwith-

standing their poverty, none of them appear empty before their

gods. Of that which costs them something do they sacrifice unto

their idols, and their offerings are always presented before their

prayers.

THEY NEED THE GOSPEL.

If you should ask a Chinese woman, " Have you a soul she

would probably answer, " I don't know. People say we have souls.

Do you know about it V If you ask, " What becomes of us at

death ?" she would say, " Oh, we shall go to the temple, drink the

soup of oblivion to make us unconscious of everything past, and
then be born into some new state of existence.'" Or perhaps she

would say, When I die I shall shut my eyes and go away and
never know anything more at all. If I am miserable I shall

not know it, and if I am happy I shall not know it." The
Chinese suppose their lot to be fixed by an unalterable destiny,

and so learn to bear their heavy burdens of sorrow and suffer-

ing, toil and poverty, perhaps wrong and oppression, with a
stubborn endurance, unrelieved by any ray of hope in the future,

or of light from above. Such flitalists are they, and so stolid

does their fatalism make those who suffer much and long, that

they can scarcely be aroused to hope for any great good, or to

care for anything but present relief from the burdens of this life.

And when told of an endless life of happiness to come, which they

may have for the seeking, they will answer, " That is all very well

for those who are born to such good luck, but as for me, I am born
to an evil destin^. There is no good luck in store for me. If I

can only have enough to eat and wear in this life, and keep free

from severe pain, and well enough to do my work, I don't care

whether I am a fish, or a turtle, or a lobster, or a snail hereafter."

A few are anxious about the future, and give themselves dili-

gently to making merit by reading prayers, abstaining from animal

food, and making pilgrimages to celebrated temples, that they may
attain some future good, they know not what.

Parents die, and their children follow them to the grave with a

despairing wail,—would that every Christian in America could

hear it!—"Oh, my father I my mother ! I shall never, never see

your face again." A little child dies. If it be a first-born, or an
only remaining child, its mother wraps it in a piece of matting, or

a bundle of straw, and sends it out into the fields to be thrown
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where tlie dogs will devour it. This she does, not because she has

no mother love in her heart, but because she supposes that in this

way only she can propitiate the unseen cruel power that has

taken away her child, and thus secure the life of the next that

shall be born. A young woman is married. As soon as the

wedding festivities are over she takes the place of a slave in the

ftimily. She is to do the bidding of her husband and his parents,

all of whom have a right to beat her if she displeases them. All

the hard, disagreeable work in the household falls to her lot. When
she has cooked the food, the men of the family eat first. After

them the mother and her daughters eat. The daughter-in-law, with

her children, may have what is left. In poor families, meagre

enough is her share. Her husband is not to show her any token

of affection or sympathy, for that is a slight to his mother.

There is no word in the vernacular for marry, nor any name for

wife. A man does not marry a wife, but " adds a daughter-in-law"

to the family. A woman is not married to a husband, but " becomes
a daughter-in-law.'^ Is it any wonder that many young wives are

driven to suicide? Only the gospel has ever raised women above

slavery. Oh, happy wife of true, loving husband, dearer than life to

him, can you forget those Chinese daughters-in-law? What have
you done that you should be so blessed above them ? Oh, toiling

or afflicted Christian, well acquainted with the great Burden-bearer,

who always lightens your burden, or gives you strength to bear it,

bring to Him in your praycis those that "labor and are heavy
laden," but have never heard the blessed invitation, " Come unto

me !" Oh, sorrowing orphan, whose parents are present with the

Lord, where in bliss you expect to meet them, did you ever think

what it meant to " sorrow as those which have no hope V Re-
member that mournful wail, " I shall never see your face again,"

and pity those despairing mourners. Christian mother, whose
lambs have been gathered into the upper fold, thint of that heathen
mother sending away the body of her darling to be thrown a sacri-

fice to dogs, and hear her exceeding bitter cry, " Oh, my child

!

my child ! I shall never see your face again !" The present genera-

tion may not be to blame that China is now heathen, but this

generation of Christians will be to blame if Christianity does not

make great progress in China during the next generation.

CAN THE CHINESE BE CONVERTED?
Why not ? They are less cruel, less immoral than our heathen

ancestors were, and not inferior to them in intellect or civilization.

Cannot He who converted the Saxons, the Britons, and G-auls

convert the Chinese? Can any nation build barriers high enough
to shut out God's power from its people? Since the Chinese are
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part of the " all" who died in Adam, are they not part of the " all"

for whom Christ died ?

WHAT KIND OF CHRISTIANS DO THEY MAKE?
They make just such Christians as the converted Romans, and

Corinthians, and Colossians, and Thessalonians did,—such Chris-

tians as Paul describes in the seventh chapter of Romans. There
are in them sad evidences of depravity, mingled with cheering

evidences of regeneration. Paul writes to the " saints and faithful

brethren in Christ which are in Colosse," and gives thanks for

their faith and love since " they knew the grace of God in truth;"

yet he exhorts them to " put olf anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,"

&c., and to " lie not one to another." He writes also to the Thes-

salonians, " knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God," yet

he commands " that no one go beyond and defraud his brother."

He might have addressed the churches in China or America in

the same language. John addresses' the Chinese and us when he

says, " Beloved, now are we the sons of God."

CLAIMS OF THE CHINESE UPON US.

China is the largest and most powerful of the heathen nations.

Christian governments have compelled her to make treaties with

them, and thus brought her into the sisterhood of nations. Her
people are intelligent, shrewd, ingenious, patient, persistent. They
have given a literature to Anam, Corea, and Japan. They have
made their way throughout all the East Indies. Even in progress-

ive Japan they are taking places of trust and emolument out of
the hands of the natives. In our own land, capitalists, who are

anti-Chinese in theory, are employing Chinese laborers, because of

their patient industry. America is China's nearest Christian

neighbor. Can any American Christian be indifferent to the

spiritual wants of such a nation and such a people, and be guiltless

of the blood of souls ? The command is, " Go, preach !" The
promise is, " All the ends of the world shall turn unto the Lord."

When the promise shall have been fulfilled, who of us can afford

to feel that we have not done our part in bringing about this

glorious consummation ?

CHANGES ON THE FIELD.

Shantung and Peldncj Mhsion.—Within the year, Mr. and Mrs.
Mateer, of Tungchow, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Whiting, of Peking, and
Mr. and Mrs. Crossette, of Chinan, have come home for rest or

restoration to health. JNIrs. Nevius, of Chefoo, after having been
prostrated by dangerous illness, has been ordered home by her
physician, and is now in the South of Prance, Dr. N. remaining on
the field. ])r. Sara J. Anderson has been transferred from Chinan
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to Soocliow. Mr. and Mrs. Leyenberger, and Dr. and Mrs. Hun-
ter, sailed from San Francisco in October to join this mission. The
former go to Chefoo, the latter to Chinan.

Ningpo Mission.—At Ningpo Mr. McKee and Miss Ketchum
have been married. Miss Warner was destined for Peking, but
turned aside to fill a vacancy at Ningpo. Mr. Leaman has rein-

forced Hangchow, at the expense of Canton, by marrying Miss

Crouch. Mr. and Mrs. Judson sailed in October to join the mis-

sion at this station. At Soochow, Miss Sclimucker has been

married to Rev. J. W. Davis, of the Southern Presbyterian Mission,

and Miss Cooley to Rev. A. P. Parker, of the M. E. Mission.

These gentlemen are both stationed in Soochow, so that the ladies

have not left their field nor the work, nor have they necessarily dim-

inished, but rather increased, the sphere of their usefulness. They
have established two new Christian homes, which will be two new
centres of Christian influence. There are now just five such centres

in that great heathen city of over 500,000 inhabitants. As Mr.
and Mrs. Judson have gone to reinforce Hangchow, and Mrs.

Albert Whiting has returned to the field, it is probable that Mr.
and Mrs. Leaman and Mrs. Whiting will resume the work at

Nanking, interrupted two years ago. It will be remembered that

this interruption was caused by the death of Mr. Whiting while

engaged in distributing relief to the famine sufferers, and the re-

moval of Mr. Leaman to fill a vacancy at Hangchow.
Canton Mission.—This mission has been strengthened by some

reinforcements. Dr. Kerr is again in charge of the hospital, Mr.
Noyes has returned with his wife, and Misses Mary and A^erdie

Happer have been sent out. They have the advantage of being

well acquainted with the language, and are thus ready to begin work
at once. Of the ladies under the care of our Board, one has left

the field, two work in other missions, and three are temporarily at

home. Two new laborers have been sent into this field.

Scarcely one of our stations in China has a full corps of workers.

Two of the most important stations in Central China have each but
one male missionary, and these are new stations where there is

little native help. The whole field of the late famine in North
China is open to missionary work, and no field can be more promis-

ing, yet no American society has sent one man to enter in and

possess that good land. England has sent two men and four

women, but what are they in a whole province, larger than the

State of Pennsylvania, and far more populous ! Two or three score of

laborers would now find wide-open doors. In the nature of things,

this opportunity will soon pass by. If we neglect to improve it, and
the door is again closed, to be reopened only by similar calamities,

can Christian America be guiltless of the blood of souls ?
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rnOGMESS OF 3IISSIONS JiV CHINA.
From a paper by 3Irs. K. Casper^ read at the autumn meeting of the West

Jersey Fresbyterial Society.

Christianity was introduced into China at an early period.

The Syrian Church say that St. Thomas preached the gospel in

China, and the primate of the Malabar Christians styled himself

the Metropolitan of India and China. Others suppose that some
who listened to the Saviour's instructions, and were eye witnesses

of His resurrection, preached this doctrine in the far East, while

Peter and Paul were employed in its publication in places west of

the land of India. The monks who carried the silk-worm from

China, A. D. 552, were Persians, and probably were missionaries of

the Nestorian Church. The Syrian monument found at Singanfa,

in the province of Shensi, contains proof of the early introduction

of the Nestorians into China. The monument is a marble tablet

ten feet long and six broad, having on the upper part a large cross

engraved, and beneath a long discourse in Chinese, with numerous
names in Syriac on the sides, and a Syrian inscription at the foot.

The Jesuits claimed this monument as a proof of the early exist-

ence of the Romish Church in China, but there is not a shadow
of truth to support the assertion. There is undeniable proof of the

existence of Christianity in China from the seventh to the thirteenth

century, by a host of witnesses. Gibbon, as well as Mosheim, who
both investigated ancient history, quotes Chinese, Arabian, Latin,

and Syriac evidence. Marco Polo, in the thirteenth century, was
agreeably surprised to meet with the Nestorians, i. e., heretics, as

he would call them. The Arabian voyagers who visited China in

the ninth century speak of the Nestorian Christians, and of the

persecutions they suffered A. D. 877.

The Roman Catholic missions in China have had three distinct

epochs: 1st, in the thirteenth century; 2d, in the seventeenth; 3d,

in the eighteenth century. The Romish priests were enlisted

largely in the political affairs of the country, and held offices under
government. They were welcomed and warmly assisted by the

best monarchs that ever sat on the Chinese throne in their en-

deavors to extend the dominions of the Pope.

But while thus enjoying an unwonted measure of success (for at

that time, in the single province of Nanking, they numbered 100
churches and 100,000 converts), and exulting in their prospects,

they felt a serious reverse, caused not by a foreign foe, but by
domestic discord. While we lament the uncourteous controversies

which too often arise amidst the Protestant ranks, we find nothing
so fierce and full of bitterness as the denunciations among the

Jesuits, Dominicans, and Franciscans in China. To this domestic
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strife, more than to any or all other things together, is to be

credited their overthrow in China. Kanghi, the greatest emperor

of China, and the friend of the Jesuits, died in 1723. The next

year, in the reign of Tungching, the Romanists were banished to

Macao; thus 300 churches were destroyed, and more than 300,000

converts were left without pastors. Since the close of the war, in

1842, the Romanists have been released from their former pro-

scription.

The first period of Protestant missions in China is associated

almost wholly with the work of the London Missionary Society.

Dr. Robert Morrison was the first missionary to China, and com-

menced his labors just outside the wall of Canton, in the year 1807.

The first Chinese convert was secretly baptized by Dr. M. in 1814,

and in 1832, just two years before his death, he speaks of ten per-

sons in all who had received this ordinance. Dr. M. died in 1834,

just eight years before the treaty with Great Britain and the United

States, when five ports were thrown open to foreign trade and
residence,—Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo, and Shanghai. Dr.

M. labored and watched for twenty-seven years, and died without

seeing his desire. With the help of his colleagues he translated

into English the entire Sacred Scriptures, and also the celebrated

Chinese Dictionary of Shanghai, besides preparing and printing

Christian tracts, although the Romish priests claim the translation

of both these works. The first thirteen missionaries to the Chinese

were sent out by the London Society,—Morrison, Milne, Med-
hurst. Dyer, and other excellent laborers. The American Board
was the next. They followed in 1829. Up to 1839 these two
boards had the field almost wholly to themselves. At that time

they practically represented the evangelical churches of England
and the United States, and were supported by all denominations.

Bridgman and Abeel were the first American missionaries to China.

They reached Canton in 1830, and within the next nine years the

same board had sent forward nineteen laborers, all of them for work
among the Chinese. They were all laboring in the outskirts of

China, that is, studying the language and giving private instruction.

For them to preach Christ openly would have been a capital crime.

Since the treaty, in the year 1842, not only may the Bible and
Christian literature be circulated, but ministers of the gospel,

though foreigners, may reside, travel, and preach throughout the

vast interior. Nor is this merely by suff"erance, but by guaranteed

treaty rights.

The next mission established was the American Baptist, in the

year 1834, and in the following year (1835) the American Epis-

copal. Two years after, in 1837, our own Presbyterian Board sent

out laborers. In 1847 the Methodist Episcopal North, during
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the following year the Methodist Episcopal South, and in 1858
the Reformed Dutch Church, all sent laborers. Forty years

ago there were only three native Christians in all China. To-

day there are 14,000 communicants in 318 churches, of which

18 are wholly self-supporting, and 2G4 partially so. The native

Christians, in the year 1876, had given an aggregate of $10,000
for Christian purposes. In 1877' missionaries were residing in

92 different cities, from which 532 out-stations were reached.

In the stations referred to are 246 church buildings for Christian

worship, and 457 chapels and other preaching places. In connec-

tion with the various stations there are 31 boarding-schools for

boys, 39 for girls, together with 177 day-schools for boys, and 82
for girls, in all enrolling 5739 pupils. There are also 21 theologi-

cal schools, with 236 students, and 115 Sunday-schools, with 2605
scholars. The various missions employ 73 native ordained preach-

ers and pastors, and 519 assistant preachers, 79 colporteurs, and

92 Bible women, in addition to a total of foreign missionaries,

male and female, of 473. There are, besides, 18 hospitals and 24
medical dispensaries, supported by the different boards.

3IISSIONS ly^ INDIA.
X. HINDUISM THE GODS, GODDESSES, AND IDOLS.

The Shastras say there are three hundred and thirty millions of

gods. Of course they do not give us a list of their names. They
are regarded as being in a state similar to that of mankind, only of

superior power. Like mankind, they eat, drink, and sleep, marry
and are given in marriage, love and hate, often waging cruel wars

against each other, multitudes being slain !

The chief among the gods are Brahma the Creator, Vishnu the

Preserver, and Siva the Destroyer. Owing to his having committed

unnatural crimes, Brahma forfeited his right to be worshipped.

For this reason the creator does not receive divine homage ! All

religious sects among the Hindus are either votaries of Vishnu or

of Siva. Each of these is dignified by his worshippei-s as having

all the attributes of divinity. Each is praised as the creator, suppli-

cated as the preserver, and feared as tiie destroyer. Vishnu, how-
ever, is the most popular, and receives worship under a great variety

of names, while he is represented under a number of forms, as

avatars or incarnations.

Of the goddesses, the most powerful are Parvati, the consort of

Siva, called also Kdli and Durga, Lakhshure, the consort of

Vishnu in one of his incarnations, and Gunga, or the G^^nges

llivcr.
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Kali or Durga was the patron of the Thugs, who formed a secret

society for the express purpose of murdering and plundering.

Kali is said to have founded this society. She was always con-

sulted by means of signs and omens when the Thugs proposed to

murder a lonely traveller. When the murder was committed, she

was honored with a portion of the plunder. Yet this is one of the

most popular of the Hindu deities. During the week devoted

specially to the worship of this cruel goddess, thousands of dollars

are spent in her honor, and all classes seem to be excited to a

frenzy of devotion to her. At Benares a stream of goat's blood

ever flows from her altar.

Two other deities deserve special mention, as objects of peculiar

reverence among the Hindus : Gunesh, the god of wisdom, and

Naga, the serpent god. The latter belonged to the aboriginal

tribes, but has been received with many others into the Hindu
Pantheon. Gunesh is the son of Siva and Parvati, and is repre-

sented as a man possessing four hands, and the head of an elephant.

He once possessed a human head, but owing to his wickedness it

was cut off and replaced by that of an elephant

!

Though these gods are represented as possessed of material bodies,

they are conceived of as spiritual beings. No god or goddess re-

ceives such universal worship as Gunga, who is none other than the

Ganges River. We shall say something more of her when we come
to describe a Hindu funeral.

Now the idols worshipped in India are representatives of these

imaginary beings. Some of them are worshipped under living

forms as well, as the monkey, the peacock, the serpent, etc. The
idol is nothing until it has been consecrated by a Brahmin, when
it is considered as animated by the spirit of the god, as a body is

animated by a soul.

The arguments used to justify idol worship are similar to those

used by the Roman Catholics. The ignorant cannot apprehend a

spiritual being. They need a material object to represent the

spiritual being, and thus their attention is fixed upon it.

When we consider the vile character attributed to the most
popular gods, is it any wonder that truth and virtue, mercy and
justice are rarely found in India ? Mothers in Israel, think of the

advantages which your sons and daughters enjoy in the refining,

elevating, and sanctifying iDfluence of the person of Him who is

the only true revealer of the unseen God. How different, were

they to be pointed to Kali, Gunga, Gunesh, Vishnu, and Siva as

the objects of their worship and service ! Blessed be God, the

gods and idols of India are doomed to a speedy overthrow.

Padri Sahib.
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NEWS FRO31 THE FIELD.

MISS HENNEQUIN, MEXICO,

writes from Toluca :
" I came here for a few days to play the organ

in church, to teach hymns, and to see whether enough chfldren

could be gathered to form a school. I have now been a week here.

Toluca is situated within nine hours from Mexico by diligence,

and is much higher up, and consequently cooler. What a treat it

is to travel in one of these diligences ! Twelve persons packed in

three seats inside ! If some of the travellers are rather large, each

one is stuck in his place without being able to move. Then as

there are no proper roads made, and the vehicle ascends and
descends the mountain through rough, stony places, one is shaken

badly. But in return there are pretty views to be seen,—green

valleys watered by innumerable brooks, and fruit-trees bearing

loads of fruits that are never seen in the States.

Toluca is a nice town, of about 12,000 inhabitants, surrounded

by many Indian villages, and all enclosed by mountains. A Chris-

tian mission was established here in 1873. The people are very

fanatical, and the Christians until to-day have had to suffer much.
Now there are two Christian churches in Toluca, one belonging to

the Methodist Mission, and the other to the Presbyterian. Our
little chapel will contain two hundred people. Some rooms are

attached to it, which serve as a habitation for the ministers who go
there.

I have been visiting a few families here, giving some lessons on
the organ, teaching hymns, &c. I am glad to say that the congre-

gation has made progress in singing. From sixty to eighty per-

sons have been present in church. As I am playing and singing

often alone in church, some Indians will stop at the windows and
listen, others will come in and sit down. People can see well

through the windows here, for the fanatics break all the panes of

glass in t hem. They are no sooner replaced than they are broken
again ; so we have to leave them broken. If they could have here

a good lady teacher, she would bring together a number of children

to form a school. I feel more and more the necessity of preparing

good teachers for these different posts ] so much good can be done
through a school.

Around here there arc other small Christian congregations. The
truth of the gospel is certainly progressing among the Indians.

There is an Indian village called Capulac within six or seven

leagues of Toluca. I was invited to go there last Saturday to stay

until Monday, which I did gladly. It is a very, very cold

region, without any comfort whatever. One must sleep on a brick

floor, with the cold air passing over him, &c. ; but in return, the
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heart of the good Christian Indians there is very warm. They
give all they have, and one feels happy among them. Christian

blood has been shed several times in Capulac. Many of the fami-

lies that are still there were obliged to flee to hide themselves in the

mountains. There, hungering and wanting many things, they

would have their Christian services and praise the Lord. They
jiave a little church that will hold two hundred people. For their

pupils they have a wooden box standing up, and covered with a

straw mat. Their regular preacher is a good old Indian, who has

ten children. Two of his sons help him, and from time to time a

preacher or a student from Mexico goes there to hold a service.

On Saturday evening a marriage was performed in the church,

by the civil magistrate. On Sunday morning they had their regu-

lar service. Eighty people were present, and the couple were
marrird by the old minister, Mr. Nicanor. After the marriage we
s :ng some hymns in Spanish. On Monday morning nine of the

good Indians took us a long way to the diligence, and my com-

panion in travel and I came back to Toluca content and edified.

I expect to stay here about a week longer.

REV. J. R. RAMSEY, WEWOKA, IND. TER.

Since our daughter has come and taken her share of the work,

we feel greatly relieved, and we find that there is plenty of

work to keep us all fully employed. Mrs. R. has charge of the

sewing and house-work generally, and M. helps her when she

has time. I teach the reading and spelling classes, and attend

to the translations which the boys attempt during the morning

session of the school. M. plays the organ at the opening of the

school. She then assists Mrs. R. until after recess, when she

teaches the writing classes. In the afternoon she takes the entire

charge of the school, teaching the geography, grammar, and arith-

metic classes, and giving a lesson in vocal music. The pupils

almost adore her, and she is delighted with her work. She is try-

ing hard to learn the language of the Seminoles, and I think she

will soon be able to use it.

MISS ELDRED, TOKIO, JAPAN.

Yajuna San, our assistant Chinese teacher, was baptized on last

Sabbath. I think you were told of her leaving her situation in a

government school to come to us, in order that she might have an

opportunity to study the Bible. A few weeks ago four of our girls

came to me and said they wished to be baptized.

The SalairaiJo 6'aMo is prospering and increasing in numbers,

there being over forty scholars now. I go out to the school three

times a week, and enjoy my work there.
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TOO LITTLE KNOWN.
The magazine, Woman s Work for Woman, is intended, as our

readers know, to inform and interest Presbyterian women concern-

ing foreign mission work, more particularly that whicli reaches

the women and children in mission fields. Occasionally a pastor

or other good man tells us of his liking and respect for our little

visitor to his home or study, and of his gleaning from it ideas and

facts useful to him in his own sphere of labor. And for all such

words, as well as for the many kind ones which come from our

sisters, we are more than grateful. They help and cheer us

beyond what those who send them always realize.

There is an older and larger magazine published by our church

in the interest of the same general work, which perhaps even some

of our faithful readers of Woman s Work do not know or appreciate.

We mean the Foreign 3fissionari/ , sent forth monthly I'rom 23

Centre Street, New York, by the Board of Foreign Missions.

Now, before we say another word about this matter, ht us ask

you. reader, if you really know this publication. Not if you have

seen it and turned over its pages carelessly to sec if it " looks in-

teresting,^' or scanned the receipts to see if they have put our

church in right," but if you have ever really and truly read it froii.

cover to cover. If you have not done so, we would ask you to do

it before you pronounce any judgment or opinion about it. Not,

surely, an unreasonable request. Because we believe that you do

not know what a fund of varied information, anecdote, description

of places and people the world over, good, sound, Christian doc-j

trine, earnest discussion of great principles, and fresh tidings from

the battle-fields of Christianity, may be found in its pages. Let us

give you some of the contents of a recent number : Sailing of

Missionaries; How a Great Slumber was Broken
;
Papal Europe;

French Evangelization among the Romanists of Canada; The Eu-
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phrates Valley Railway ; The Heathen of London ; Mtesa, Emperor

of Upjanda ; Is the Church Playing at Missions ? Mission Fields in

Africa; Children on their Travels; Yaha-ha-ha-Ya Bangala; Chris-

tianity a Missionary Religion ; Sunbeams through Shadows; Jot-

tings from California Mission ; The Latest News from Mtesa and

Uganda; The Apostle of Pomerania and the Christian Captive;

Stock for the Ear ; and an interesting letter from Persia besides.

Now this is a sample of the food set before you monthly by these,

our caterers, at 23 Centre Street. There are illustrations in each

number, and a few pages especially adapted to interest young people

in mission lands and mission work.

The Foreign Missionary^ Woman^s Work^ and Children's Work

should go hand in hand throughout our churches. They meet the

wants of all classes, without overlapping each other's special prov-

ince. You will never find the same thing, or just the same sort of

thing, in any two of them, yet suitable reading for all may be found

in one or the other. To convince yourself of this, if you doubt,

send for a specimen copy of any one of these which you have not

by you, and read them each carefully through.

The Foreign Missionary contains forty-eight pages, exclusive of

advertisements, and is sold for one dollar a year, or ten copies for

six dollars.'

Will you serve the cause of missions, which is that of your Lord

and Master Jesus Christ, by first making acquaintance yourself

with this messenger to the churches, and then introducing it exten-

sively into your church and Sunday-school ?

Rev. William R. Stocking, missionary from Persia, will be in

Pennsylvania for some weeks during the winter, and will deliver

an interesting illustrated address on " Persian Habits, Manners,
Customs," &c. Churches, auxiliaries, or Sabbath-schools can
secure his services on reasonable terms by addressing Mrs. D. R.
Posey, Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, 1334 Chestnut
Street, Philadelphia.

Miss LoPviNG is ready to answer any calls for the spring meet-

ings of the Presbyterial and auxiliary societies. Address Mrs. D.
R. Posey, 133-t Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
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ST. THJEBESA'S HALF-rENCE,
In a eell of her quiet cloister,

Theresa, the novice, knelt.

And poured, in a moan of sorrow,
The pitiful grief she felt.

For life, with its sharp seductions,

—

Its bitterness, toil and pain,

Its pleasures that seemed so mocking.
Its laughter that seemed so vain,

—

Had sickened her heart with sadness,

And driven her forth to find

In the depth of the silent cloister

That solace for which she pined.

But the thought of the poor and wretched,
The lost and the erring, laj

Like a weight on her tender spirit.

That troubled her night and day.

*' I sit in my blissful musings,
And prayerfully draw sweet breath,

"Whilst those I have left behind me
Are pressing their way to death !

" I dare not be happy, seeing

God's mercy and wrath so braved :

I dare not in calm content me,
That only mij soul is saved !

" Yet what can I do to help them ?

And where have I strength to win
Their hearts from the woes and sorrows,

Their feet from the paths of sin ?

" And what can I give the weary,
To lighten their burdens sore,

Since only a single half-pence

Is left of my home-brought store ?

"But if in the faith of the Master,

Confiding, and strong, and bold,

I offer it, He, in His richness,

May swell it a hundred fold

!

" Ah, nothing can I and a half-pence

Accomplish, liowe'cr so small

;

Nay, nothing—but God and a half-pence

Can compass and conquer all !

'

—Margaret J. Preston, in Faith and Worlcs.
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THE HILLEBTOX AUXILIAMT.
[Concluded.)

With many doubts as to the result. Mi-s. Preston asked her hus-

baud to announce on the Sabbath that a meeting of ladies would

take place for the purpose of organizing a missionary society. As
the day drew near, this brave young pioneer, herself hardly out of

her girlhood, and shrinking sensitively from seeming to assume prom-

inence, felt as if every thought and feeling was merged into prayer,

continual and fervent. "Do you think, she asked her husband,
" that any of the ladies will be willing to ofior prayer " Oh, no

doubt of it,'^ said the good man, in the innocency of his heart.

" You know Mrs. Gray is remarkably gifted and fluent in conver-

sation on religious subjects, and young Mrs. Herbert is very self-

possessed, and has often sung solo parts in amateur concerts before

large audiences, and Mrs. Sloan reads very excellent essays in our

literary circle, and Nellie Gray has frequently given recitations very

charmingly at the academy soirees, and there are other ladies who
teach in the Sabbath-school, any one of whfan would no doubt lead

in prayer." So spoke the shepherd from his standpoint in regard

to the'^flock

!

Somewhat reassured, his young wife entered the ladies' parlor on
the day of the meeting, but Avlien she met twenty-five pairs of eyes

fixed curiously upon her in solemn silence, for the chatter of tongues

had ceased upon her entrance, her heart sank for a moment, but

with a silent Lord help me I" she took the place which no one

else was willing to assume, and read very tenderly the 15th chapter

of St. John. Then said she, " Mrs. Gray, will you ask our Father's

blessing?" Mrs. Gray's quick response, " You must excuse me,''

fell like a dash of cold water upon the meeting; a moment's pause,

and then Mrs. Preston, turning to Mrs. Sloan, said gently, " Mrs.

'Sloan, will i/ou ask God to bless us?'' A shake of the head was

the sufiicient reply, and with a full heart and trembling voice, the

young leader knelt and for the first time attempted to lead the de-

votions of others. It was a very simple and childlike prayer, but

it was earnest and tender, and every heart was touched and many
eyes were moistened when the little company arose from their

knees. After this a constitution was adopted and ofiicers elected,

and as it was impossible to unite the opposing parties upon either

a married or a single missionary, it was finally agreed to support a

native teacher, the express condition being stipulated that she

should write every month to the society, and give full and accurate

details of each day's work, sending also the names and photographs

of all her mcst interesting converts, with sketches of their histor}'.

Haviij^- learned a lesson in tact from the first experience, Mrs.
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Preston resolved to speak privately to the different ladies before

another meeting, and urge them to take part in prayer. She felt

the more necessity for doing this because it came to her ears that

several ladies had declared that they would not attend the meetings

if they were liable to be called upon to offer praj'er. On speaking

to Mrs. Johnson upon the subject, that lady did not hesitate to say

that she thought it was not a woman's business to pray before a

roomful of people. Did not St. Paul command the women to

keep silence ? A few moments of silent prayer would be far more
impressive and lady-like ! iMrs. Brown thought it would be well

for the pastor to come in and open the meeting each month ; but

as for the ladies doing such an unprecedented thing, why she cer-

tainly did not approve of it. Miss Baker thought it was well

enough for the Methodists and such people, but for her part she

was a thorough Presbyterian, and believed in keeping to the old

ways. Young Mrs. Herbert declared she never, never could do

such a thing in the world. She would not be able to utter one

word. " Dear Mrs. Herbert,'' said JMrs. Preston, " you stood

before that large audience at the concert the other night, and sang

alone, ' Open Thou my Lips,' and we are only a few weak women !"

" Oh, that is different, you know; I don't mind that; but I never

could pray in the meeting in the world. I should feel like sinking

through the floor." Said IMrs, Jones, when appealed to, " There
are a great many ladies who have been longer in the church than I

have 3 ask them." '-But does that really make any difference in

one's own duty?" asked ]Mrs, Preston. When we come together

as a little band of sisters, believing that our Saviour is present with

us, ought we not, each of us, to be willing to ask His blessing?

Could not any one at least repeat the Lord's Prayer ?" " Well,"

said Mrs. Jones, "I think Mrs. Gray ought to pray; she is an

elder's wife; and Mrs. Sloan, too; she has a son who is going to be

a minister; and then Mrs. Brown and INIi-s. Johnson might, their

husbands are trustees; but I don't think it ought to be expected

of me if they won't do it." Said Mrs. Burton, " If I could pray

like Mrs. Parker, in the First Church, I shouldn't mind it; she

makes a splendid prayer !" And Nellie Gray added sweetly,

"Dear Mrs. Preston, we love to hear i/ou pray; we will always be
satisfied to listen to you at every meeting."

So, of all these daughters of a King, only three would agree to

claim the privilege of asking their Father's blessing upon themselves

and their sisters ! The old Scotch woman, Mrs. McPherson, when
she was able to be present, touched every heart by her quaint,

homely, loving words; and Miss Steel, a middle-aged dressmaker,

never refused to offer her broken petition, because, as she said, '• 1

have promised my Lord never to shrink from any thing He calls
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me to do." And one other lady promised to try ; but Mrs. Preston

noticed that she alwajs entered "the meeting a little late—in fact,

just after the prayer was over—so that there was never an oppor-

tunity to put her resolution to the test.

AVell, the society progressed after a sort. There was no especial

interest in it. The money was raised without much difficulty ; but

there were few who attended the meetings ; and as no one could be

induced to prepare papers on missionary topics, or collect news, the

duty of bringing information to the Society and trying to sustain

the interest devolved entirely upon Mrs. Preston, as did also usually

that of offering the solitary prayer at the opening of the meeting.

On occasions when the pastor's wife was ill or absent from home,
the meeting was, by common consent, omitted.

Five years have passed, and lo ! great changes have come to the

Hillerton people and Society. In the first place, their handsome
church building, elegantly constructed with all the improvements

of modern church architecture, and with the debt just paid, took

fire one windy March day, and burned to ashes. This was a heavy

blow to the congregation, who had taken great pride in their stately

and beautiful house, and had an unacknowledged feeling that they

had done a very noble thing in offering it to the Lord. A shabby,

long-disused building was cleansed and renovated, t-o serve as a

church home until the people could rally their resources. They
were much humbled by this blow, and their pastor hoped that

many who, upon the specious plea of giving to their own church,

had long withheld more than was meet" from all other sacred

calls, would learn the lesson of God's providence, viz., that He
would not take pleasure iu even so costly a gift, if it involved an

utter disregard of other sacred claims and obligations flowing out of

His last command.
There were other changes. Mrs. Brown's beautiful, only daugh-

ter, Ada, whom she would never have permitted to become a mis-

sionary, lest contact with the heathen should sully her innocent

nature, had fled from her home with a worthless profligate, only to

be deserted by him, and to sink lower and lower in sin, until at last

she was utterly lost to her heart-broken parents.

There were also changes of a different character. Sweet Mary
Merwin had joined the missionary band in distant China, and her

invalid mother had sent her forth cheerfully, with a blessing upon

her young head. She was supported by the gifts of the Ladies'

Missionary Society of her own beloved church; and through this

new and tender tie uniting them to their heathen sisters came a

rich blessing upon the women in the home church. Their hearts

were softened, their consciences were quickened, they realized more
fully the condition of those who bore alone all the burdens of
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womankind in a heathen land, unblessed by the knowledge of a

burden-bearing Saviour. Then came a sense of their own coldness

and ingratitude towards this tender Saviour whom they had
always known, and who had encircled all their lives with His loving

kindness and tender mercy. There was more heart searching,

more secret prayer; and one day the pastor was amazed and over-

whelmed with joy and thankfulness to find that his church was in

the midst of a gracious and wonderful revival ! Then in the Mis-

sionary Society were dumb lij)S opened, and stammering tongues

spoke out of the fullness of grateful hearts the wonderful works of

God. Then it became delightful to these women to trace through

papers and periodicals the steady march of God's hosts, led by
their great Captain, against Satan's forces in the dark places of the

earth. Each one was eager to show how an advantage had been

gained here, or an advance made there.

Even the daily papers were laid under contribution, and items

fresh and suggestive culled to prove that the morning light was
breaking, the shadows fleeing, and all things betokening the com-
ing of the King. Fresh news from the front, a verse or two of a

sweet hymn, a brief petition, followed each other in quick succes-

sion. After a frank and full discussion of the whole subject of

prayer, a new order of things was established in these missionary

meetings.

The mistaken belief that an acceptable prayer must be long,

formal, and expressed in eloquent language, which has paralyzed

the lips of many conscientious Christians, was forever buried out

of sight, and with it the kindred idea that each prayer must be ex-

haustive, mentioning every possible thing that touched the work,

however remotely. This being understood, and that " pride which
apes humility" being banished by a warmer love to Christ, there

was not one member, however young, or uncultured, or humble,
who did not feel that she could offer a short petition for one speci-

fied object, although many would have felt it utterly impossible to

compose and offer the usual formal, systematic prayer which should
include every department of missionary work and workers in full

detail. For example, at one of these meetings, after the leader

had, in a few earnest words, besought a blessing upon those present

and the exercises to follow, a letter from Persia was rend, which
told that death had entered a missionary family, and asked for the
bereaved mother the prayers of her Christian sisters. Mrs. Bur-
ton's motherly heart melted as she thought of her own little darling,

and it was not hard for her to plead fervently that the Comforter
might abide in the stricken home. A teacher in Japan wrote
gratefully that several of her pupils had sought and found the
Saviour, and Nellie Gray, who wtis rejoicing over some new-born
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souls in her own Sabbath-scliool class, found it easy and natural to

give thanks in behalf of these Japanese girls. From India came
the sad news that certain native converts had fallen into sin, and

Christ was wounded in the house of His friends, and while all

hearts were full of sorrow and pity, it was not difficult for Mrs.

Sloan to offer prayer for this one thing, that the fallen ones might

be raised up.

Thus these women accustomed themselves to go often to their

Father with the expression of their desires just as they occurred.

It was no longer merely a pious fiction that when they met to-

gether their Master was with them ! They believed He was

there to commune with them and answer their requests, and it

became as natural and easy to go to Him constantly in this way as to

turn to their neighbor and express joy or sorrow in regard to the

news they heard, and infinitely more satisfying, for this Friend

could help as well as sympathize.

At the close of the meeting referred to, young Mrs. Herbert,

who was the leader, turning to her pastor's wife, said, " Mrs. Pres-

ton, won't you give us some thought to carry home with us ?"

The answer came tenderly and reverently, " And this is the confi-

dence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to

His will, He heareth us; and if we know that He hear us, whatso-

ever we ask we know that we have the petitions that we desired of

Him.'^

ITEMS.
We have received from the publisher, Mrs. L. H. Daggett, 287

Bunker Hill Street, Boston, a neat little book entitled " Historical

Sketches of Woman's Missionary Societies in America and Eng-
land." This book will be hailed with interest by the many in-

quirers for just such information. Price, in paper cover, 50 cents.

Muslin, 75 cents.

Mrs. Pennefather's address at the October meeting of the

Association of Female Workers, London, was on Faith, and was

divided as follows

:

I. Faith looking BACK (Ps. Ixxvii. 11; Rom. viii. 32; Gal. ii. 20,

last clause ; Heb. xi. 3.

IT. Faith looking UP (Heb. ii. 9 ; Heb. xi. 21
;
Ps. v. 3 ; Ps. xxv. 15).

III. Faith looking ON (Job xix. 26; John xiv. 2, 3
;
Heb. xi. 10 ; 2

Tim. iv. 8).

"Or, putting it in other words, we have—Faith rememhering

;

Faith heliolding ; Faith expecting,^'

In the little English chapel on the Rue Royale, in the heart of

Paris, there have been ten years of daily gospel preaching.
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In some Chinese villages the people have all one surname, and

this may sometimes, in sparsely-populated regions, lead to awkward
consequences, as persons of the same surname are never allowed to

intermarry. It happens occasionally, in very exceptional circum-

stances, that such a clan will agree to divide, half of the people

arranging to take a new surname, so that marriages may be con-

tracted. But the first of the new clan have need to be very self-

sacrificing men, for their children, to the fifth generation, can

never become the honored possessors of the coveted literary title

of graduate.—Miss C. M. Ricketts, in Woman's Work in China.

Rev. W. Fleming Stevenson has an interesting article in the

December number of the Sunday Magazine^ entitled " Among the

Coast Missions in China."

The Sixth Annual Report of the Free Baptist Missionary

Society shows the total contributions for the last year to be

S3109.27.

TEACH THE WOMEN OF INDIA.
The other day I was asking in the House of Lords for a limit-

ation of the hours of labor for women and children in India, aod
I had collected evidence from all parts of India. It came to my
knowledge that polygamy is increasing at such a rate that many of

the young peasants have now got four and five wives. They find

that the labor of these women enables them to live in perfect idle-

ness. I believe polygamy can be put down by the advancement of

Christian education. I heard the other day that a native lady in

Bengal is writing tracts, and is circulating them all over the coun-

try. That cannot fail to produce a great effect. If we can bring

up sixty native women to write as women in England do, the bene-

fits will be unspeakable. No man can write a tale as a woman can.

By their minuteness of observation and delicacy of expression, and
in ten thousand ways, they can convey a meaning which no man can

do. I want to get women in India to become authors as they are

in England. Now, you know very well that as long as the women
are degraded, the country will never be what it ought to be, and
may be. The women have the command of the children from their

birth, up to the time when they are eight years of age. And the

impressions made upon them in those years can never be efiaced.

I have never known a man of any force of character but could

trace what he possessed for service in life either to what he learned

at his mother's knee, or from some woman who had acted towards

him in that sense of a mother. Now, let us remember there is

great responsibility upon us.— The Earl of Shafteshurij

.
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That which makes Damascus a living reality is the glorious

prophetical iuscriptiou which still remains engraven ahove the

magnificent, hut almost inaccessihle, portal of the church, hidden

for centuries from Moslem jealousy, in the Greek character

:

" Thy kingdom, 0 Christ, is an everlasting kingdom, and thy

dominion endureth throughout all ages/'

—

Illustrated 3Iiss. News.

Albright, Mrs. Joseph J,

Lashford, Mrs. Coles

Byers, Mrs. J. H.

NEW LIFE ME3IBEBS.
Chester, Mrs. Rachel A.
Hildreth, Mrs. Elmira W.

NEW AUXILIARIES.
Antrim, 0., St. Clairsville Pres.

Black-Lick, Pa., Kittanning Pres.

Buffalo Ch., 0., y. L. Band, St. Clairs-

ville Pres.

Caldwell, 0., St. Clairsville Pres.

Cherry Valley, N. Y., Otsego Pres.

Delhi, 1st Ch., N. Y., Otsego Pres.

Forked River, N. J., Monmouth Pres.

Genesee Pres. Society.

Guilford Centre, N. Y., Otsego Pres.

Morristown, 0., Y. L. Band, St. Clairs-

ville Pres.

New Berlin, N. Y., Otsego Pres.

Otsego PresI Society.

Potsdam, N. Y., St. Lawrence Pres.

Rockdale Mills (Beechwood's Ch.), Pa.,

Clarion Pres.

St. Lawrence Pres. Society.

Senecaville, 0., St. Clairsville Pres.

Springfield, N. Y., Otsego Pres.

Stillwater Ch., 0., St. ClairsviUe Pres.

West Chester Ch., 0., " "

Worcester, N. Y.y Otsego Pres.

Caldwell, N. J., Clover Hill.

Freeport, 0., Heart and Hand.

BAND5?.

I

Manchester, N. J., Armor Bearers.

1
Moutere}', X. Y., Boy and Girl's.

Receipts of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society

of the Fresbyterian Church, from Dec, 1, 1879.
[presbyteries in

Athens.— Logan, Gospel
Bearers, for sch'p, Bangkok, $40 00

B A L T I M ORE.—Brown Mem.
Ch., Mrs. Isabella Brown,
decennial thank-off., . . 100 00

Blairsville.— Plum Creek
Aux., 33 00

Carlisle.—Carlisle Aux., 1st

and 2d Chs., S26 45 ; Cham-
bersburg, Falling Spring
Ch., for Miss'y, Syria, $4 80

;

Harrisburg, 1st Ch. Aux.,
for nat. tea., Beirut, $1C0,
gen. fund, f 53 (SI 53); Har-
risburg, 7th Ch. Aux.,
S20 71 ;

Upper Path Valley
Aux. (of which 86 31 for

Miss'y, Syria), $23, . . 227 96
Chester.—Bryn Mawr, Earn-

est AVorkers, for Mynpurie,
$15,- Great Valley S. S., for

SMALL CAPIT^VLS.]

sch., Bogota, S20; Fagg's
Manor S. S. (twelve Bands),
for sch., Lahore, S50; Honey-
brook Aux., for Miss'y, Lo-
diana,S100; Oxford Mission
Band, $11,.... $196 00

CixciNXATi.—Mt. Auburn Ch.,

Willing Workers, for Miss'y,

Mexico, . . . . 150 00
Clariox.—Leatherwood S. S.,

$6; Bessie N. Corbett's

Miss'y box, S2 25, for work
under JNIr. Corbett, Chefoo, 8 25

Cleveland. —• Ashtabula,
$33 10

;
Brecksville, $5 48

;

Chester, $10; Cleveland,

Euclid St. Aux.. $30, North
Ch., $2 15, Hudson, $5,
Northfield, $8 ($93 73), for

Miss'y, AYoodstock; Euclid

St. Cii., Vfillinor Hearts, for



AT Hume. 5y

sch., Etawah, $30, Youths'
Miss'y Soc, for sch'p, Mex-
ico, 840 (S70), . . . $163 73

Columbus.—Midway Aux., for

zenana visitor, . . . 6 50

Dayton. — Blue Ball Aux.,

$10 36; College Corner,

$5 50 : Dayton, 1st Ch. Y. L.

M. B., sch., Saharanpur,
825; Third St. Ch. Y. L.
Bd., day-sch., Hangchow,
875; Franklin Aux., $21;
Oxford, Howard Bd., sch'p,

Dehra, $30; Piqua Aux., for

Mexico, $35 ;
Springfield,

2d Ch. Aux., two schs., Sa-
haranpur, $20; Troy ($30
for sch., Mexico), 850, . 271 86

Elizabeth.—Bethlehem Aux.,
for Syria, 812; Cranford,

84 25; Mctuchen, $18, . 34 25
Erie. — Warren, Cheerful

Workers, for Gaboon, . 5 Od
Geneva. — Phelps, Loving

Hearts, for Japan, . . 8 05

Hudson. — Washingtonville,
1st Ch. Aux., . . . 58 65

KiTTANNiNG. — Black Lick
Aux,, $20 ; Eldersridge
Aux., for Miss'y, India, $60

;

Mt. Pleasant Aux., $6, . 86 00

Lackawanna.—Athens Aux.,
for sch'p, Sidon, $12 50,

AVilling Workers, for work,
Yankton, 830 ($42 50) ; Bar-
clay Aux., $13 50, Canton,
$4 50, Monroeton, $5 ($23),
for Miss'y, Corisco ; Kings-
ton Aux., 88 07; Plymouth
Aux., 820 35 ; West Pittston

Aux., 871 09; Sylvania Aux.,
$4 60 ;

Troy Aiix., for sch'ps,

Ningpo and Kolapoor, $19
;

Wyoming Aux., $16 10, . 255 31
Lehigh.—Tamaqua Aux., for

building, Lajjwai, . . 16 00
Long Island.— Southampton

Aux., 70 75
Makion.—Marion Aux., $00;

Trenton Aux., for B. B.,

Canton, $28, . . . 88 00
MorrisAND Orange.—Orange,
2a Ch. Aux., for Miss'y,
Tungchow, . . .125 00

New Brunswick.—Lawrence-
ville Aux., for sch'j>, Beirut,

$100; Trenton, 1st Ch.,

Golden Hour Circle, for

sch'p, Japan, $25, . . 125 00

126 30

52 00

86 00

New Castle.—Dover Aux.,
$63; White Clay Creek, 835, $98 00

Newton.— Blairstown, Blair

Hall Miss'y Bd., for Miss'y,
Africa, $20; Danville Aux.,
86 30; Mansfield, 1st Ch.
Aux., for two schs., Sahar-
anpur, 8100,

Northumberland. — Shamo-
kin Aux., for day-sch., Soo-
chow, $27; Williamsport,
2d Ch., Mrs. J. J. Ayres'
Bible-class, for Sidon, $25,

Oregon.—Portland Aux.,
Philadelphia.—1st Ch., Al-

bert Barnes Mem. Bd., for

sch., Syria, $123 39, Mrs.
Emily M. Ewing, decennial
thank-off., 8100 (8223 39);
Old Pine St. Ch., Workers
for Jesus, for two Bible
readers, India, 825, Helping
Hands, for sch'p, Gaboon,
830 (855); 10th Ch., Mrs.
Wm. A. Porter, decennial
thank-off., $100 ; W. Spruce
St. Ch., Mrs. J. D. McCord,
for same, $100, Inf. Sch.,

for boy, India, 830 (8130),
Philadelphia Central. —

Bcthcsda Aux., for Miss'v,

Yankton, .8400; North Cii.

Aux. and B. L. Agnew Bd.,
special, $21; Shepherd
Aux., for B. R., Canton,
860, sch'p, Corisco, $25 ($85)

Philadelphia North.—Ben-
salem Aux., $9, Reapers,
for sch'p, Kalapoor, $25
(34) ; Bristol Aux. (of which
$00 for sch'p, Dehra),
$64 55; Do3icstown Aux.,
for Miss'y, Soochow, $80;
Germantowu 1st Ch. Aux.,
for Miss'y, Japan, $225,
Inf.-sch., for sch'p, Allaha-
bad, $10, Pulaskiville Bd.,

sch'p, Yokohama, $30, Mrs.
E. L. Linnard, $100, Mrs.
A. E. Campbell, .8100, decen-
nial thank-offs. ($465) ; Mar-
ket Square Aux., 835 27

;

Wakefield Aux., $10 ; Jef-

fcrsonville Ch., Mrs. Harriet
W. Whiting, decenniiil

thank-off., $100, Collins

Bd., for sch'p, boys' sch.,

Tungchow, 820 (8120) ; Ncs-
haminy of Warwick Aux.,

509 39

506 00
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for Miss'y, Soocliow, $27 25
;

Nonistown, Central Aux,,
for same, $16 65, S. S., for

sch'p, Dehra, $25 (§41 65), $877 72

Pittsburgh and Allegheny
Com.—Allegheny, 1st Ch., a
member, decennial thank-
off., $100; Monongahela
City, Mrs. M. B. Ilartriek,

for Africa, $5, . . . 105 00

Kkdstoxe.—Long Run Aux.,
for B. R., Allahabad, $50 ;

Rehoboth Aux., $48 53 ; col-

lection at Presbyterial meet-
ing, for Miss'}-, Persia, $6, . 104 53

Rochester. — Caledonia,
Shepherd's Lambs, for

sch'p, Gaboon, $21,- Gene-
seo. Central Ch. Aux., for

sch'p, Mexico, $50 ; Fowler-
ville Aux., for sch'p, Co-
risco, $20, . . . . 91 00

Shenango. — Newcastle, 2d
Ch., Y. L. Band, . . 13 00

Washington.— Claysville

Aux., for Miss'y, India,

$10; Washington, 2d Ch.,

Class 21, for same, $8 30, . 18 36
Washington" City. — 1st Ch.

Aux., for Miss'y, India,

$30; West St. Ch. Aux.,
$15 75; Eastern Ch. Aux.,
$2 65; Metropolitan Ch.
Aux., $9, Chester Band, for

boy, China, $10 ($19);
Western Ch. Aux., $8 45;
JTorth Ch. Aux., $4 61 ; Col.

at Pres. meeting, 64 cts., . 81 10

Wellsboro'. — Coudersport
Aux., $4; Elkland, $G 93;
Farmington, $6 : Mansfield,

$5 77; Nelson, Catrina Bd.,

$6 67; Osceola, $4 33
;

Tioga, s$8 97; Wellsboro',

$13 20, for school, Syria, . 55 87
Westminster.—Williams-

town, Miss. Bd., for sch'p,

Gaboon, $20 ;
Lebanon,

Christ Chapel, $100; York,
Mrs. John IL'Small, $100,
Mrs. Samuel Small, Sr.,

$100, Mrs. David E. Small,

$100, Misses Anna M. and
Sallie B. Small, $100, Mrs.

Dr. M'Clellan and Miss
Lydia Rupp, $100 ($600),
decennial thank-offerings, . $620 00

West Virginia. — Ravens-
wood Aux., . . . 10 00

Miscellaneous. — Batavia,
N. Y., Mrs. A. V. S. Fisher,

$6 00 ; Beatty, Pa., Mrs. L.
B. McLaughlin, $1 ; Con-
nellsville, Pa., Mrs. James
Allen, thank-offering, $10;
Crcston, Neb., Mrs. F. W.
M'Candlish, $1 ;

Doyles-
town. Pa., Mrs. F. M. Har-
per, 40 cts.

;
Easton, Pa.,

Miss Harriet Porter, $50;
Germantown, Pa., Vincent
L. Bradford, LL.D., $5;
Gettysburg, Pa., Miss H.
M'Creary, $5 ;

Greencastle,
Pa., Mrs. J. H. Stewart, in
mem., $2 ;

Greenville, N. Y.,

Mrs. Mary Tannott, $2;
Holmesburg, Pa., Paul T.

Craig, $1 40, Raymond B.
Morrison, $1 14, Willie C.

Pattison, 67 cts, ($3 21);
Holmesville, Ohio, Harriet
Robison, 40 cts.

;
Hunting-

ton, L. L, Mrs. J. R. Rolph,
$6 50; Kingston, Tenn.,
Mrs. Elise Brause, $10;
Mexico, N. Y., Mrs. H. M.
Whyborn, $25

;
Newark, N.

J., Mrs. Benj. Stites, for

work, Yankton, $5: Newcas-
tle, Ind., an aged 1a.dy, $1

;

Phila., Miss M. B. Mitchell,

$1 40, W. E., $3, Mrs. S.

Dexter, $1, Maria Dickey's
mite box, $1 ;

Roseburg,
Oregon, Carlos W. Shane
and S. S. Class, for Persia,

$3; Tenafly, N. J., Mrs.
Ashbel Green's children, far

work, Yankton, $3 ; Woos-
ter, 6., Mrs. F. S. Speer,

$10 ; Interest on Mrs. M.
A. Lapsley's legacy, $50, . 207 01

Total for December, 1879, 5,634 65

Previously acknowledged, 26,899 74

Total from May 1, 1879, $32,534 39

The Auxiliary Society of Newburyport, Mass., has sent two barrels of cloth-

ing to the Seneca Mission, Versailles, N. Y., valued at $51.

Mrs. Julia M. Fishburn, Treasurer,

January 1, 1880. 1334 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.
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THE NORTHWEST.

EDUCATION OF CHINESE W03IEN.
MRS. HENRY HUMPHREY.

"One of our good San Jos6 ladies, who is not above receiving

ideas ' from the meanest in God's employ/ was talking not long

since with a Chinese boy who was working in her garden. ' Sing/

said she, ' you see a great deal that is new in this country. What
seems to you the strangest thing?' Sing pulkd weeds in silence

for a few moments, pondering the question. At length he an-

swered, ' The women leadee litee/ Mrs. W. was sufficiently familiar

with the 'pigeon English' to interpret his meaning

—

'Tlic women
read and write! Sing's wise and discriminating answer sank deep

into her mind, and at our next missionary meeting she told the

story. Again we realized the blessed privileges which have been

our inheritance so long that there is danger of our forgetting them."

I have given here the theme of an article full of warm and sweet

Christian exhortation from the pen of our gifted mission-lover, Mrs.

Field, of San Jose. It suggested a little research into the subject

of education of Chinese icomen^ the results of which I will try to

give.

We learn that writing was probably taught the Chinese as early

as 2(350 B, c. ; that regular historical records began in 2357 b. c.
;

that when an emperor, two hundred years before the Christian

era, tried to make himself more enduringly famous by burning the

annals and the religious and philosophical works, all the literature,

in fact, of the past, many hundreds of scholars were competent to

repair the loss from memory. We find that the art of printing

was invented in China five hundred years before the time of

Gutenberg. Printed books in China are cheaper than in any
other country. Though the government fosters only the higher

branches, supporting colleges- in the large cities, M'hile primary
schools are sustained by municipalities and individuals, the knowl-

4
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edge of reading, writing, and arithmetic is all but universal among
the men. Even the lowest peasant or mechanic knows how to

keep his account books. Public offices in China are the reward

of successful students of the historical, metaphysical, and ethical

works of the Chinese classics. The examinations being most
rigidly conducted, a great number who elect a literary life fail of

the desired end. A favorite Chinese maxim is, "By learning, the

sons of the poor become great ; without learning, the sons of the

great are mixed with the common people."

One authority says that the education of women is looked upon
with considerable favor. Parents of wealth and rank take great

pride in the accomplishments of their daughters. Music, poetry,

composition, and the classics complete the list of studies; but it

would not be considered at all proper to cultivate these at the

expense of the more domestic arts. Literary ladies are highly

respected, and the list of Chinese authoresses is quite a long one.

The esteem in which educated women are held is encouraging to

missionary effort among them, as it is not necessary to overcome
prejudice as well as ignorance.

Dr. S. Wells Williams says that it is a singular anomaly among
Chinese writers that, while they lay great stress upon maternal in-

struction in forming the infant mind and leading it on to excellence,

no more of them should have turned their attention to the prepara-

tion of hooks for girls and the establishment of schools. There are

some reasons for the absence of the latter to be found in the state of
society. Parents would feel unwilling to put their daughters at any
age under the care of a male teacher where they could not themselves

exert a constant supervision, and it would be impossible to procure

many qualified school-mistresses. Added to this is the ha^zard of

sending girls out into the streets alone, where they would run some
risk of being stolen. It is in vain to expect that any change in the

standing of females, or extent of their education, will take place

until influences from abroad are brought to bear upon them; until

the same work that is elsewhere elevating them to their proper

place in society, by teaching them the principles on which that

elevation is founded and how they can themselves maintain it, is

begun. . . . The pride taken by girls in showing their knowledge
of letters is evidence that it is not common. For all practical

good it may be said that half of the Chinese people know nothing

of books.

A Chinese essayist, writing on the education of females, said

:

" The education of a woman and that of a man are very dissimilar.

A man can study his whole life; whether he is abroad or at home
he can always look into the classics and history, and become
thoroughly acquainted with the whole range of authors. But a
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woman does not study more than ten years, when she takes upon
herself the management of a family, where her numerous cares

distract her attention, and, having no leisure for undisturbed study,

she cannot easily understand learned authors. Every profession

has its appropriate master ; and ought not those who possess such

an influence over manners (as females) to be taught their duties

and their proper limits ? It is to be regretted that selections have

not been made from the whole range of writers, gathering from

them all that was appropriate, and leaving the rest."

The Buddhist faith holds out no greater hope to woman than

that of being born a man in a future state. This is not very

stimulating ! Society shuts her out from association with men
outside her own family, so she misses the inspiring influence of

men of observation and letters.

One of the gentlemen of the Chinese commission to our Phila-

delphia Centennial laments that the education of his country-

women has ''fallen into disuse," and finds our advancement due to

the mothers who can so intelligently train their sons and daughters

;

and he speaks with admiration of the work of our school-mistresses.

We are only too familiar with the story of the sufi'ering of little

girls among the very poor. It is briefly told in that Chinaman's
pigeon English " Little boy die, too bad ! Little girl die, allee

samee chicken V
So far as I can learn, then, the daughters of the wealthy read,

but the quality^ the subject-matter^ is comparatively poor. Books
on decorum, on very polite letter-writing, and novels with exciting

plots, seem to complete the list.

Can we imagine ourselves sparing out of our lives first of all our

Bibles, then our noble list of Christian biography, our ably edited

religious papers, our Schbnberg-Cotta Families, our Stepping Hea-

venwards, and many, many other volumes that have become precious

to us in our times of care, of sorrow, of perplexity : books that have

taught us the full stature of Christian womanhood? What do those

mothers do without Christianity and Christian literature when their

children die ? I've asked myself a thousand times since my own two

and I were parted ! What refuge have they when disappointments

thicken about their lives, and Solomon's re-echoing cry is in their

hearts, " all is vanity" ? Is not the fear of the Lord the beginning

of knowledge ?

MISS HARTWELL.
Miss Hartwell, while engaged in teaching at Oxford Sem-

inary, ofi"ered herself to the Board; and seeming wonderfully

adapted to the work in Bangkok, Siam, was appointed to that field.

I
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She was adopted by the Presbyterial Society of Bellefontaine, Ohio,

where she visited and where she aroused great interest. She sailed

in October, and below we give some extracts from a letter received

from her, written at Canton, en route for Bangkok :

"... I cannot let the steamer depart without taking to you
the news of our safe arrival and cordial welcome, both at Hong-
kong and Canton. Rev. Mr. Edge, of the London Mission, no
sooner heard the cannon which announced the arrival of the ' City

of Tokio,' than he came to meet us. We passed a delightful time

for a few hours with these English friends, attending the six o'clock

service, and hearing Dr. Chalmers preach. We saw the Moham-
medan cemeteries in ' Happy Valley,' and can assure you they are

among the most beautiful resting places for the dead I ever have

seen. Among the missionaries buried there is Mr. Preston. The
London Mission building overlooks the beautiful bay; and the

many fine granite business houses compare favorably with those in

Boston. At our departure Mr. Edge placed us on the steamer for

Canton, and the same evening we were with our dear friends there.

I now write from Dr. Happer's, and it is a great privilege to be

with these lovely people. JS^early all of Dr. Happer's family are

engaged in the missionary work. We visited a Chinese temple

day before yesterday, and were present at the evening service, from

4.30 till 5 p. M. We heard the ' vain repetitions,' against which
Christ warned His disciples, and saw the 'bowing down to wood
and stone.' It was a soul-sickening sight. The priests were very

polite to us, furnishing us seats to sit upon, the very best they had,

some wooden benches about six inches wide, and four feet long.

" If our friends at home could see the sickening sights, which it

is impossible to avoid seeing every time the missionary looks out

of doors, all would agree that a pretty home is an absolute neces-

sity for those who do the work in heathen lands. Don't call it a

waste of money if we decorate our walls with a few bright chromes

or engravings, or place some pretty vases on our tables; for if we
have not something on which to rest our eyes, we shall soon grow
blind with soul-sickness. Thank God for roses, geraniums, and

the other flowers with which we can fill our vases. You, in our

mother land, can never know their value. Just think of the view :

the width of a street one compact mass of rafts on a muddy stream,

and those rafts the homes of families, who are born, live, and die

on them ! These people it is almost impossible to reach, as they

are like our laboring classes at home, who will not enter our fash-

ionable churches. So far it has been impossible to persuade them
to come to our chapel. If it were feasible to have a church on a

raft, I believe they would then come in. ' China's millions !' They
are here perishing for the help England and America can give. It
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has been very refreshing to meet some of the converted ones, and

show what indwelHng grace can do for any people. Dr. Happer
employs a woman who has served as nurse in his family, as a Bible

woman. She visits, reads, talks, and prays with the women. Her
work is a blessed one. Would that you all could stand here for a

few minutes, and see what we daily see of these benighted masses

!

Pray for the workers and the people.^'

LETTER FROM 3IISS KETCHUM, NINGrO,
CHIJSA.

. . . Week before last Miss Warner and I returned from our

first missionary tour. We were gone three days, making a distance

of fifty miles or more, and visiting three missionary stations. We
took no one with us but our cook, and at the stations the pastors

and their wives talked with and for us to the people who came to

see us.

We went first to the station flirthest from us—a place that few

foreigners ever visit—so we were obliged to keep the doors of the

chapel closed to keep out the crowd who would otherwise have

rushed in to see us. Even then, the room was quite filled, and all

were very anxious to ask questions about our mode of living and to

examine our dress. As it was impossible for us to visit any other

places in the city, we returned to our boats for the night. The
next morning found us at Sii-groo, a large city often visited by
foreigners.

Here the Rev. Mr. Boa lives and has a church of 116 members,
which is self-supporting. This I should consider a model church

in any land. As you enter, the first room is used by 3Ir. B. for

preaching every evening to any who may chance to come. Back
of this is a room where we found twenty boys studying after the

Chinese fashion, at the top of their voices. Many of the mem-
bers live a long way from the church, so they are obliged to come
on Saturday to be in time for service. Two or three rooms are

fitted up for the accommodation of such in the chapel. One is oc-

cupied by an old lady eighty-six years old, who is supported by the

church, as she is unable to work. A small building hy the side of

the chapel is used as a kitchen, where is found a range, cooking

utensils, and things for comfort. ]Many of the people stay through
the two services. The pastor has rooms for his family here.

Several pictures were hung upon the wall. One particularly

drew our attention. This was a photograph of a class of boys with

a teacher in the centre. This proved to be a present from his

Sabbath-school, who supported Mr. B. while a student.

I thought then, and afterward, as I heard and saw more of

4*
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Mr. B.'s work, that the boys would have felt amply repaid for all

they had done for him if they could have seen and heard all I did

that day. I have not yet taken you up stairs in the chapel. In

the front was a pleasant session room. Here, between services,

we were told the Christians would often go in companies of two

and three to hold prayer meetinas. The audience room was back

of this—large and pleasant. This room was often filled on com-

munion occasions.

From this chapel Mr. B. took us to the top of a hill within the

city wall, where we had a fine view of the country for miles around.

Yii-yiao is entirely surrounded by hills, and the scene before us

was charming. As we stood there Mr. B. said, " I do not think

idolatry has as strong a hold upon the people as it once had ; even

here there seems to be le=s heartiness in their worship than when
I first came to this city.^' This was said while the gongs were

sounding to call the people to form in a procession in honor of the

idols, and in all directions we could see men and bo3'S with gay

banners and in holiday attire, hastening to the place of meeting. . . .

From what we saw that d ly it would seem idolatry still has a very

strong hold upon the people, but as for the future of China, and

that it will some day be done away, we can have no doubt. . . .

As we passed down the river we saw the procession winding its

way toward a temple on a hill outside the city wall. Hundreds, yea

thousands, of men in unbroken file were passing up one side of the

hill, while a steady stream of those who had finished their worship

flowed down upon the opposite side.

At five we reached Dryiang Ding, a smaller station nearer home.

The boat stopped at the chapel door, which is situated upon the

bank of the river.

CHINA.
MRS. HUNTER CORBETT.

CiiEFOO, Sept. 28, 1879.

I HAVE continued my classes in the boys' school, and enjoy this

work very much. A great many come for medicine, and thus give

us an opportunity of pleading with them to accept the Saviour, and

receive healing for their sin-sick souls. Our last two prayer

meetings have been very interesting. On Sabbath I had for my
subject the words of the Psalmist, " All that fear God, come hear.

I will tell what the Lord has done for my soul." All were im-

pressed as we told them of the great blessing of our land, our

homes, parents, friends, education, and of salvation through Jesus,

and how the same almighty God would bless them too, if only they

would believe. On Wednesday I had reached in the catechism
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the resurrection. We talked of the life beyond the grave, of the

happiness of heaven. Several of the Christian women told of their

hopes of what they thought the greatest joy would be. One said,

the thought of escaping hell was her great joy; another, freedom

from temptation; while two others, to be with Jesus would be of

all joys the greatest. It is a great pleasure to talk to these once

heathen women, and learn their thoughts and hopes. Oh, what

shall we render to the Lord for all His goodness to us I

LETTER FROM MRS. R. H. DEHEER OFAFRICA,
Words often fall powerless, but surely they should not when

they come from those whose words are simply the expression of

deeds that lie back of and give force to them. Has any one more
right to give us a "quickening impulse" than one who, having

borne the heat and burden of the day in far olF, little known, and
little cared for Africa, comes home to rest and recruit for future

work ? Can any woman read carefully the letter written to us by

Mrs. De Heer and remain inactive and uninterested?

"It hardly seems that Christian women need to be aroused in

order to feel a deep interest in the condition of their oppressed and
down-trodden sisters, but I forget that I have seen them in their

misery and wretchedness, and 'through the eye the heart is most
deeply affected.' Can y"u understand that the word woman is to

them but a synonym for slave, bought or sold, ruled, controlled,

beaten, forbidden to walk with, eat with, or even address their

husbands at all in the light of equals? Do you know that wife-

hood means nothing to them but a grovelling catering to the whims
and caprices of a master and owner ? The sacred name of mother-

hood gives the mother no control over the child, nor any right

even to advise in the matter of its disposal, and in case of the death

of this child, that very mother may be accused of having caused
its death by witchcraft, and the penalty of the father's anger and
disappointment at the pecuni.iry loss may fall heavily upon her.

Instead of the almost sacred consideration to which widows are en-

titled with us, the heathen widow must suffer untold shame and
humiliation, and finally by inheritance become the property of an
heir, perhaps young enough to be her son, and go through the same
life of slavery with him. Kow tell me what but the gospel of Jesus
Christ makes us to differ? What have we that we have not re-

ceived ? Do we pity such ? Can we be women and not pity them?
The remedy is in our own hands.- When I hear a woman say, ' I

have no interest in missionary work,' I can only look at her and
say, ' You know not what manner of spirit you are of Had we
been thus dealt with, where would we have been to-day? We
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meet those whom I have faintly described in our daily life in Africa.

We have brought to bear upon them the blessed gospel of Jesus,

and we have seen the change. We have seen Christian households

established in whicVi women were no longer slaves but companions,

and oh, what a light it brought to their weary faces, what a glad-

ness to their heavy hearts ! True, these are the exceptions as yet,

sadly few, but sufficient to prove that the gospel is woman's best

friend in Africa as well as in America, and that through that

agency alone is she to be elevated from her dungeon of gloom and
become a free woman in Christ Jesus. We find the women of

Africa thus down-trodden and degraded, we bring to bear upon
them the blessed truths of Grod's Word, and when it, administered by
the Spirit^ takes efi"ect, what a change of life, outward and inward I

Verily religion is profitable for all things. True, their trials are

many and great, but they will come ofi" ' more than conquerors.'

As a poor heathen woman who had found Jesus was recounting to

me her many trials and crosses, I said, ' Yes, it is a hard life, had
you not better give it up ?' Her face is before me now, and her

shocked and grieved look as she exclaimed, ' Give it up ! What
should I have left V What a work is given us as women to do !

To slacken is our guilt; let us rather redouble our diligence, redou-

ble our energy, for we have not only the reward which faithful

service ever gives, but the sure knowledge that our work ' shall

not be in vain in the Lord.'

LETTER FR03I 3IISS EVA DE GAMA.
. . . At times it may seem discouraging not to see more fruit,

but still we can do nothing else than sow the seed and wait for

God to give the growth in His own good time. We would some-

times be very glad to see the fruits of our arduous labors, but we
can trust God to bless the seed sown, so it may bring forth abund-

antly. The children of our boarding-school are improving in e ery

respect. Two weeks ago father received a letter from a believer,

asking if there was any vacancy in the boarding-school, that he

wished to send his oldest son, a boy twelve years old, so that he

might study for the ministry; but at present we are unable to re-

ceive any additional pupils.

The poor laboring class here do not like to work much. If they

have a few cents to buy something to eat, they are content, and
never seem to think of making any provision for sickness or old

age, I do not know whether it is the elfect of the climate that

renders the people here very slow in everything they attempt to

do; aud the poorer they are the slower they seem to be. The
meetings are pretty well attended, a new hearer at almost every
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service. To be sure, some come from mere curiosity, but others

come because they begin to have some interest in the Bible, and

some care for the salvation of their souls. But we are anxious to

see them drop their old superstitions, and accept the Bible as the

only guide and standard. They all acknowledge that if there is

a true religion, it is the one we teach, but say it is a very difficult

religion to follow. I was very glad to hear we were to receive

some second-hand books, for English books cannot be had here.

There is a store in San Paulo that professes to keep English books,

but they are very costly, and not of the kind we can use. A man
from Piracicaba came to see if we could take three more children

in our boarding-school. Another brought two children from San
Carlos do Pinhal Jabuticabal, but it is impossible to receive any

more at present.

EXTMACT FROM A LETTER RECEIVED FROM
MRS. VAN noOK,

. . . Miss Van Duzee is muoh better. She wrote me this

week. I have been to see two cf our little Mussulman girls. They
were here only two weeks in the spring, just before the school

closed, yet they remembered, I think, everything they had learned.

Their father says they have repeated the Lord's Prayer every night

this summer to him, and I think it must be true, for they said

it very correctly ; also some of the commandments, and other Bible

lessons. There certainly must be good seed sown in their homes.

I was out visiting one day this week, when I had an opportunity

of presenting the gospel to twelve Mussulman women. We had a

specially interesting meeting of Armenian women Thursday.

FIRE THE PRAIRIES!
A Mucn discouraged sister, " 'way out on the prairies," said

lately, and the tears were in her eyes, "It is easy enough, perhaps,

for you all at Room 48 to get up enthusiasm. You keep each

other warm, and everything centres there. Your fires burn, and
the light streams afar. We love to hear about it, but we cannot

get up such interest here. Nobody cares, it is hard work, there is

much opposition, and everything is against us."

To such an one we would say, the promises of God and His in-

finite grace are not limited by time, or place, or numbers even. If
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you want to kindle a fire, even " like that at Room 48/' try these

kindlings
;
they are infallible, and ignite at the faintest breath

when blown upon, and there are lots more just like them where

these came from :

Joshua i. 9; Judges vii. 2; 1 Sam. xiv. 6, xvii. 45; 1 Kings

xviii. 22, xix. 10, xx. 27 ; 2 Kings vi. 17 ; 2 Chron. xiv. 11 ) Neh.

vii. 4, viii. 10; Ezek. xxvii. 10; Ps. xlvi. ; Isaiah xxxi. 1 ; Matt,

xvii. 1, xviii. 20; Luke xxiv. 13; Acts xvi. 25.

Do you not already see the blaze and feel the heat ? Keep it

up. Don't economize kindlings. Plenty more; and they are alike

good for dry wood or wet wood, or even prairie grass in drought,

rain, or snow.

Oh, for thousands of such little fires in the far West, and prairies

all ablaze ! s. J. rhea.

KINDLINGS.
In a letter from a Presbyterial secretary, announcing the forma-

tion of two new societies, she says of one of them: This society

of twelve members starts out very encouragingly, although widely

scattered over the prairies of two counties. The plan of conducting

their meetings is one suggested by myself, which I hope and be-

lieve will work well. My husband only preaches there once a

month. They have an excellent Sabbath-school, largely composed

of adults. When I suggested organizing a missionary society, I

also suggested that their monthly meeting be held at the close of

the Sabbath-school, admitting every one, and the exercises to con-

sist of reading Scripture, singing, and prayer, and they appoint

three or four ladies to read selections from Woman s Worl-. having

at least one or two of them on the subject assigned for the month;
and at the close of the exercises to pass the contribution boxes

(two ladies having been previously appointed for that purpose) to

every one in the house, giving gentlemen and all an opportunity to

give, the members of the society paying their monthly dues just

the same. There are some earnest, intelligent Christians in that

organization, and I look for good results."

FOR3IS OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE,
The attention of the Auxiliaries of the Board of the Northwest

is hereby specially directed to the "forms of bequest and devise"

printed on the lower part of the cover of Woman^s Work for
Woman. Mistakes can only be avoided by strict adherence to the

printed forms alluded to. Those who have already made their

wills should examine them in reference to this point, and those in-

tending to leave bequests should be careful, and thus avoid con-
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fusion with any other Woman's Board or Foreign Missionary-

Society. Mrs. a. H. Hoge, Presidtnt.

ANNUAL MEETING.
The annual meeting of the Board of the Xorthwest will be held

at Springfield, 111., April 27th and 28th, A. D. 1880. The very

cordial character of the invitation, and the state of expectancy

within our bounds, indicate a large and successful meeting. Its

outline and details are now being planned, and will difi"er in many
respects from those that have preceded it. When completed, they

will be published in the Interior, JVoma7i's Work, and the religious

press generally. Let every wou>an and child connected with us

pray that the Master may go up with us to the feast, and not omit

this daily petition till we shall meet Him there.

By order of the Board.

Miss Downing's resignation has been received and accepted by
the Board of Foreign Missions at New York, an4 by the Board of

the Northwest. Miss Downing's former school at Chefoo has

passed into the hands of Miss Anderson, the able and efficient co-

laborer of Miss Downing for more than a year. The relations of

our auxiliaries to the school, and its expense, remain unchanged.
The moneys for its support, &c., should be remitted, as formerly, to

Mrs. Jesse Whitehead, Treasurer, 223 Michigan Avenue.

NEJF AUXILIARIES.
Burrton, Kansas. I Milwaukee, Wis., Immanuel Ch., Young
Crystal, Iowa, Salem Ch.

|
Ladies' Socict.v.

(Gardner, Illinois. I Monee, Illinois, Will Ch.
Grundy Centre, Iowa, Unity Ch.

|

Springfield, Illinois, 2d Ch.

NEW LIFE MEMBEBS.
Mrs. Dr. Arms,
-Miss Bessie B. Bateman,
Miss Kate L. Chapin,
Miss Mary Crawford,
Mrs. John II. Hewitt,

Miss Anna Hoover,
iMrs. John M. IMcKcnna,
Mrs. Harriet Marshall,
Mrs. II. L. Vannuys,
Miss Mary Wing.

'

ReceijHs of the Woman's Bresbyterian Board of Mis-
sions for the Northwest, to December 20, 1879,

[presbyteries in S>fALI. CAPITALS.]

Beli.efontatxe.—Forest, $8
;

Spring Hills, .$11 85, both
sal. Miss Hartwell : Mar-
seilles, Miss'y, Springville,

Utah, aib, . . . . $34 5c

Bloomington.— Bloomington,
Miss Kankin, for furnish-

ing sch.-house at Monterey,
.$50; Oilman, $15; Gibson
City, $5 b5, ... $70 85
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Cairo.—Carbondale, sal. Mrs.
Johnston, $10, S. S., for

Chinese children, Cal., $5

(815); Du Quoin, S6 80, . $2180
Chicago.—Arlington Heights,

$6 60; Chicago, 1st Ch.,

sch'p, Africa, 825, sal. Mrs.
Jessup, $51, sch. in Beirut,

830, A Friend, for Mt. sch.,

Persia, $5, 2d Ch., $174 42,

Mrs. K. H. M., 82, 4th Ch.,

895, Mothers' Mite Society,

$1 94 (8390 36) : Lake FoV-
est, Mrs. W. H. Ferry, $25,
Young People's Society, for

hospital, Oroomiah, $21,

Gen. Fund, $15 70, Steady
Streams, $5 12 (866 82);
Peotone, $25; 827, . 515 78

Colorado.— Colorado Springs,

$75; Denver, Central Ch.,

$32 ;
Pueblo, " one-half of a

thanksgiving present," $3, 110 00

Des Moines.—Adel S. S., for

Laos school-house, . . 12 00

Detroit.—Detroit, Mrs. W. C.

Crawford, $25; Mrs. Chas.
Noble, 825, . . . 50 00

DrBUQVE. — Hopkinton, Y.
Ladies' Soc, Lenox Inst.,

for Miss Pratt's organ, . 5 15

Fort Wayne.—Goshen, $25 ;

Ft. Wayne, E. W. Mattoon,
Laos school-house. So, . 30 00

Freeport.—Winnebago, Wil-
j

ling Workers, . . . 32 00
I

Indianapolis. — Whiteland,
for Mrs. Dr. Warren, . . 17 00

Iowa.—Mt. Pleasant, High-
land Aux., sal. Miss Coch-
ran, 825

;
Ottumwa, 812 50

;

Keokuk, Westminster Ch.
S. S., for Persia, $12 50, . 50 00

Kalamazoo. — Allegan, $5 ;

Constantine, sup. B. E..,

Mynpurie, $25; Kalamazoo,
Gen. Fund, $30 ; Home in

San Francisco, $10; Three
Rivers, pupil, India, $9

;

Sturgis, $5 ;
Richland,

Home in San Fran., $5,
Gen. Fund, 85 ($10), .

Kearney.—North Platte,

Lake Superior.—Marquette,
for Laos school-house,

Lima.—McComb, 85 ;
Ottawa,

$10 41; Van Wert, 815 45;

94 00

10 02

16 61

Lima, sch. in Syria, $12 50
;

Columbus Grove, $5 ; Del-
phos, $3; Findlay, $5 30,

Lilies of the Field, for Alas-
ka, $15 ($20 30),

Log AN SPORT. -— Plymouth,
$5 28, yearly olf. of Mamie
Little, 8L 20 (86 48); Pis-

gah, $6 34; Goodland, $4;
Remington, $5 43, Crown
Gem Gatherers, $3 30

($8 73) ; Logansport, Broad-
way Ch., for training sch.,

Canton, $11, Union Ch.,

$28 19 (839 19); Valpa-
raiso, Miss. Band, for Hos-
pital, Oroomiah, $25, .

Mankato.—AVells,

Mattoon.— Paris, sal. Mrs.
Johnston, ....

Muncie.— Peru, $25; Port-
land, $6 50, ...

Omaha. — Omaha, " Little

Drops of Water," extra,

Peoria.— Farmington, $6;
Yates Citv, $5 25, for

Alaska, $5 25 ($10 50);
Lewiston, sch. in Ambala,
$24 05, Miss. Band, Laos
school-house, $6 68 ($30 73)

;

Dunlap, sal. Mrs. Winn,
$25, Gen, Fund, $1 ($26);
Galesburg, $25, Pearl Seek-
ers, Laos school-house, $33
($58); Peoria, Isfe Ch.,

$27 25, 2d Ch., $27 60

($54 85), both for school,

Futtehgurh,
Platte.—St. Joseph, for Mi'^'

Cole, special, $10 ; A Friend,-

$10,
Schuyler.—Chili, .

'
.

Solomon.—Salina,

AVhitewater. — Richmond,
The Reapers, sch'p, Chefoo,

Miscellaneous. — Concord,
N. H,, Mrs. D.' Woods, $25,
Miss E. Peabody, $10 ($35),

both for Laos school-house
;

Wooster, Ohio, Mrs. F. S.

Speer, 820 ;
Lowell, Neb.,

Mrs. M. E. Gregory. $1, .

$71 66

99 74
5 00

40 00

31 50

30 00

186 08

20 00

5 00

11 00

40 00

56 00

Total for month, .

Previously acknowledged,
1,665 80

11,332 85

Chicago, III., Dec. 20, 1879.

From April 20 to Dec. 20, $12,998 65

Mrs. Jesse Whitehead, Treasurer,

223 Michigan Avenue,
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