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IN LonDON.

# Principio ceelum, ac terras campdfque liquentes,

¢ Lucentémque globum lunz, Titaniique aftra

¢¢ Spiritus intus alit, totimque infufa per artus

¢¢ Mens agitat molem, & magno fe corpore mifcet.

¢ Inde hominum, pecudiimque genus, viteque volantum,

¢ Et qua marmorco fert monfira fub zquore poatus.”
Virg.
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P R E F A C E

IT has been the opinion of many perfons of great
fenfe and learning, that the knowledge of a God,
as well as fome other felf-evident and uncontefted no-
tions, is born with us, and exifts antccedent to any
perception or operation of the mind. They exprefs
themfelves on this fubjeét in metaphorical terms, alto-
gether unbecoming philofophical and judicious enqui-
ries, while they affert, that the knowledge of 2 Ged is
interwoven with our conftitution, that it is' written, en-
graven, ftampt, and imprinred in clear and difcernible
charaéters on the heart; in which manner of fpeech
they atfe& to follow the great orator of the Romans.
By thefe unartful phrafes they can mean nothing bue
this, that the propofition, THERE 1s A GoD, is altually
exiftent in the mind, as foon as the mind has its be-
ing; and is not at firt acquired, though it may bhe
afterwards confirmed, by any aé of reaflon, by anv
argument or demonfiration. I muft confefs my inabi-
litv to conceive this inbred knowledge, thefe original
independent ideas, that owe not their being to the‘ope-
ration of the underftanding, but are, 1 know not how,
congenite and co-exitteat with it .
B. Yot
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For how a man can be faid to have knowledge be-
fore he knows, how ideas can exift in the mind with-
out and before pereeption, I mut own is too difficuh
for me to comprehend. That a man is born with 2
faculty or capacity to know, though as yet withowt
any a&tual knowledge ; and that, as the eye has a na-
- tive difpofition and aptitude to perceive the light, when
firly offered, though as yet it never exercifed any a&
of vifion, and had no innate images in the womb ; fo
the mind is endued with a power and faculty to know
and pereeive the truth of this propofition, THERE 15 a
Gopb, as foon as it fhall be reprefented to it; all this is
clear and intelligible ; but any thing moreis, as I have
faid, above my reach. In this opinion, which I had
many years ago entertained, I was afterwards con-
firmed by the famous author of the Effay of Human
Underftanding. Nor can I fee, that by this do&sine
the argument for the exiftence of a Deity, drawn from
the general affent of all nations (excepting perhaps
fome few, who are fo barbarous that they approach
very near the condition of brute animals), is at all in-
validated. For fuppofing there is no inbred know-
ledge of a God; yet if mankind generally atlint to it,
whether their belief proceeds from their refic@ion on
themfelves, or on the vifible creation about them, it
will be certainly true, that the exiftence of a Deity car-
ries with it the cleareft and moft uncontrelable evi-
dence; fince mankind fo readily and fo univerfully per-
ceive and embrace it. It deferves confidcration,
that St. Paul upon this argument does pot appeal to

the
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the light within, or to any charaters of the Divine Be-
ing originally engraven on the heart, but deduces the
caufe from the effe@t, and from the creation infers the
Creator.

It is very probable that thofe who believe an innate
idea of a Divine Being, unproduced by any operation
of the mind, were led by this to another opinion,
namely, that there never was in the world a real Atheift
in belief and fpeculation, how many foever there may
-have been in life and praftice. But, upon due exami-
anation, this opinion, 1 imagine, will not abide the tefi;
which I fhall endeavour to make evident.

But, before I enter upon this fubjeét, it feems proper
to take notice of the apology, which feveral perfons of
great learning and candour have made for many famous
men, and great philofophers, unjuftly accufed of
impiety.

Whoever fhall fet about to mend the world, and re-
form men’s notions, as well as their manners, will cer-
tainly be the mark of much fcandal and reproach ; and
will effc@ually be convinced, that it is too poffible the
greateft lovers and benefaltors .of mankind ‘may be
reprefented by the multitude, whofe opinions they
contradi&, as the worft of men. The hardy under-
takers, who exprefs their zeal to reftify the fentiments
of a prejudiced people in matters of religion, who la-
bour to ftem the tide of popular error, and firike at
the foundations of any ancient, eftablithed fuperfiition,
maft themfelves expeét to he treated as pragmatical and
infolent innovators, difturbers of the public peace,

B3 and
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6 PREFACE TO

and the great enemies of religion. The obfervation of
all ages confirms this truth; and, if any man whois
doubtful of it would try the experiment, 1 make no
queftion he will very foon be thoroughly convinced.

It is no wonder, therefore, that Anaxagoras, though
he was the firft philofopher who plainly afferted an
Eternal Mind by whofe power the world was made, for
oppofing the public worthip at Athens, whofe refined
wits were plunged in the moft fenfelels idolatry, and
particularly for denying the divinity of the Sun, thould
Le condemned for irrcligion, and treafon againft the
Gods; and be heavily fined and banithed the city.
It is no wonder, after fo tharp a perfecution of this
zealous rcformer, that Socrates, the next fuccetfor but
one to Anaxagoras, and the laft of the lonic fchool, for
oppoling their fcandalous rabble of deities, and afleit-
ing onc Livine Being, fhould be condemned for Atheifim,
and put to death, by blind fuperflition and implacable
bigotry.

Some have been condemned by their antagonifls for
impicty, who maintain pofitions, which thofe from
whomn they ditlent imagine have a tendency to the
difbelief of a Deity. But this is a manifteft violation
of jultice, as well as candour, to impute to any man
the remote confequences of his opinion, which he him-
felf difclains aod detefts, and who, if ke faw the
connexion of his principles with fuch conclufions,
would readily rcnounce them. No man can be rea-
fonably chaiged with more opinions than he owns;
acd if this jutlize were obferved in polemical ditcous s,

s
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as well of theology as philofophy, many perfons had
cfcaped thofe hard names, and terrible cenfures, which
their angry antagonifts have thought fit to fix upon
them. No onc therefore is to be reputed an Atheitt,
or an enemy to religion, upon the account of any er-
roncous opinion, from which another may by a long
clnain of fequels draw that conclufion; much Iefs for
holding any do&rines in philofophy, which the com-
mon people are not able to examine or comprehend,
who, when they meddle with fpeculations, of which
they are unqualified to judge, will be as aptto cen-
fure a philofopher for an Atheift, as an aftronomer for
a magician,

I would fuin too in this place make fome apclogy
for the great numbers of loofe and vicious men, who
Jaugh at religion, and feem in their converfation to
difclaim the belief of a Deity. ¥ do not mean’an apo-
Jogy for their praltice, but their opinion. I hope
thefe unhappy perfons, at lcalt the greateft part, who
have given up the reins to their paflions and exorbitanc
appetites, are, rather than Atlicifts, a carclefs and ftu-
pid fort of creatures, who, tither out of a fupine tem-
per, or for fear of being difturbed with remorfe in theic
unwarrantable enjoyments, never foberly confider with
themfelves, or exercife their reafon on things of the
highett importance. Thefc perfons never examine the
arguments that enforce the belicf of a Deity, and the
obligations of réligion : but take the word of their in-
genious friends, of fome atheiftical pretender to pliiio-
fophy, who affurcs them there is no God, and there-

B4 fore
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fore mo religion. And notwithftanding all Atheifts
have leave given, them by their principles to become
libertines, yet it is not true that all libertines are Athe-
ifts. Bome plainly affert their belief of 2 God; and
others, who deny his exiftence, yet do not deny it upon
any principles, any fcheme of philofophy which they
have framed, and by which they account for the ex-
iftence and duration of the world, in the beautiful
order in which we fee it, without the aid of a Divine
Eternal Mind. v
But there are two forts of men, who without in- -
jullice have been called Atheifts; thofe who frankly
and in plain terms have denied the being of 2 God ;
and thofe who, though they afferted his being, denied
thofe attributes and perfections, which the idea of a
God includes; and fo, while they acknowledged the
name, fubverted the thing. Thefe are as real Atheifts
as the former, but ¥fs fincere. If any man thould de-
- clare he believes a Deity, but affirms that this Deity is of
human fhape, and not eternal ; that he derives his be-
ing from the fortuitous concourfe and complication of
atoms ; or, though he allowed him to be etcrnal, fhould
maintain, that he fhewed no- wifdom, defign, or pru-
dence, in the formation, and ro care or providence in
the government, of the world ; that he never refle@s on
any thing exterior to his own being, nor interefts him-
felf in human affairs; does not know, or does not at-
tend to, any-of our altions : fuch a perfon is, indeed,
and in eflc&, as much an- Atheift as the former. For
though he owns the appellation, yet hig defcription is
deftrutive
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deftruftive of the idea of a God. I do not affirm, that
the idea of a God implies the relation of a Creator:
but, fince in the demonftration of the exiftence of a God
we- argue from the effet to the caufe, and proceed
from the contemplation of the creature to the know-
ledge of the Creator, it is evident we cannot know there
is a God, but we muft know him to be the Maker,
and, if the Maker, then the Governor and Bencfaftor of
the world. Could there be 2 God, who is entirely
regardlefs of things without him, who is perfeé&tly un-
concerned with the direftion and government of the
world, is altogether indifferent whether we worfhip
or affront him, and is neither pleafed nor difpleafed
with any of our aftions; he would certainly to us be
the fame as no God. The log in the fable would be
altogether as venerable a Deity ; for if he has no con-
cern with us, it is plain we have none with him: if
we are not fubje€t to any laws he has made for ys, we
can never be obedient or difobedient, nor can we need
forgivenefs, or expeét reward. 1f We are not the fub-
je&ts of his care and proteftion, we can owe him no
love or gratitude; if he ecither does not hear or’ dif-
regards our prayers, how impertinent is it to build
temples, and to worthip at his altars ! In my opinion,
fuch notions of a Deity, which lay the axe to the root
of all religion, and make all the cxpreflions of it idle
and ridiculous ; which deftroy the diftin&tion of good
and bad, all morality of our ations, and remove all
the grounds and reafons of fear of punifhment, and
hope of reward; will juftly denominate a man an

Atheift,
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Atheift, though he ever fo much difclaims that ig
minious tite.

Thales the founder of the Tonic fchool, and t
philofophers who fucceeded him, Anaximander, Anax
menes, Diogenes Apollionates, Anaxagoras, and A1
chelaus, are cenfured by Ariftotle as difbelievers of :
Deity; the reafon he gives is, that thefe philofophers,
in treating of the principles of the world, never intro-
duce the Deity as the efficient cauvfe. But if it be
<onfidered, that natual, fcience was then in its infancy,
and that thofe primitive philofophers only undertook
to account for the material principle out of which
the world was made, which one afferted to be water,
oue fire, another air; though this may prove that
they formed but a lame and unfinithed fcheme of phi-
lofophy, yet it does not evince, that they denied the
being of a God, or that they did not believe him to
be the efficient caufe of all things. It is indeed a con-
vincing evidence that their philofophy was imperfe,
as at firft it might well'be; bue from their filence or
omithon of him in their {yftems, when they defigned
to trcat only of the matcrial caudes of things, it is un-
reafonable to afirm that they denicd his being : and it
is certain Anaxagoras taught, thar, beiides mateer, it
was abfolutcly necetfary to atfere a Divine Mind, the
Contriver and Maker of the world ; and for this religi-
ous principle, as was faid before, he was at Athens an
illuftrious confedor.

After the death of Socrates, the Ionic fchool was
foon divided inzo vaious fells and philofophical par-
ties: of the Cyrenaic fchool, Theodotus and Dion

Bo.ilthenites,
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Borifthenites, were reputed Atheifts, contemners of the
Gods, and deriders of religion. Yet fince it does not
appear, that they had formed any impious fcheme of
philofophy, or maintained their irreligion by any pre-
tended principles of reafon, it is not improbable that
thefe men were rather abandoned libertines, without
confideration and reflcélion, than fpeculative and philo-
fophical Atheifts.

The Italic fchool, to its great dithonour, was more
fertile in impiety, and produced a greater number of
thefe irreligious philofophers. The mafters, who fuc-
ceeded their famous founder Pythagoras, foon degene-
rated from his noble and pious principles, and not only
corrupted the purity of his doétrine, but became down-
right apoftatcs, renouncing the belief of -a God, and
fubverting the foundations of religion.  Leucippus,
Democritus, Diagoras, and Protagoras, were juttly
reckoned in this rank ; who afferted, that the world was
made by the cafual combination of atoms, without any
affiftance or dire€tion of a Divine Miad. They taught
their followers this doftrine, fupported it with argue
ments, and fo were Atheifts on pretended principles of
reafon. But among all the ancient obdurate Atheifts,
and inveterate enemies of religion, no onec feems more
fincere, or more implacable, than Epicurus,

And though this perfon was perhaps of as dull an
underftanding, of as unrefined thought, and as little
fagacity and penetration, as any man who was ever
complimented with the name of a philofopher; yet feve-
ral great wits, and men of diftinguithed learning, in this

lalt
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laft age, have been pleafed to give the world high enco-
miums of his capacity and “perior attainments.

After a long night of ignorance had overipread the
face of Europe, many wife men,.from a generous love
of truth, refolved to exercife their reafon, and free
themfelves from prejudice, and a fervile veneration of
great names, and prevailing authority; and, growing
impatient of tyrannical impofitions, as well in philofo-
-phy as religion, to their great honour, feparated both
from the church of Rome, and the fchool of Ariftotle.
Thefe patriots of the commonwealth of learning com-
bined to reforin the corruptions, and redrefs the gric-
vances, of philofophy; to pull down the Peripatetic mo-
aarchy, and fet up a free and independent ftate of 4ci-
.ence ; and, being fully convinced of the weaknefs and
unreafonablencfs of Ariftotle’s {yftem, which confifted
«chiefly of words without any determined meaning, and
cof idlc metaphyfical definitions, of which many were
falfc, and many unintelligible; they in this cafehad
recoutfe to the Corpufcularian hypothefis, and revived
the obfolete and exploded fyflem of Epicurus.

Many of thefe noble leaders, who had declared
agaisit the Peripatetic ufurpation, and afferted the
rights and liberties of human underftanding, called in
this philofopher, for want of a better, to depofe Arif-
totle. And though a general revolution did not fol-
jow, yet the defcftion from the prince of fcience, as
he was once efteemed, was very great. When thefe
firft reformers of Ariftotle’s fchool had efpoufed the in-
tereft of Epicurus, and introduced his doftrines, that

4 lis
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his hypothefis might be received-with the lefs oppofi-
tion, they thought it necefary to remove the ignomini-
ous charaéter of impiety, under which their philofopher
had long lain. And it is indeed very natural for a man,
who has embraced another’s notions and principles, to
believe well of his mafter, and to ftand up in the de-
fence of his reputation. The learned Gaflfendus is
eminent above all others for the warm zeal he had ex-
prefled, and the grear pains he has taken, to vindicate
the honour of Epicurus, and clear his charater from
the imputation of irreligion.

After the unhappy fate of Anaxagoras and the
great Socrates, it is no wonder that the philofophers,
who- fucceeded, fhould grow more cautious in propa-
gating their opinions, for fear of provoking the me-
giftrate, and making themfelves obnoxious to the laws
of their country: and, if any had formed irreligious
fchemes, it is to-be fuppofed, they would take care to
guard, as well as they could, againft the punithment
to be infi&ed on all who denied the Gods, and deri-
ded the eftablithed worfhip. An Atheift cannot be
fuppofed to be fond of fuffering, when pain and death.
are what he chicfly abhors: and therefore Epicurus,
who, if Cicero and Plutarch knew his opinion, was a.
downright profeffed Atheift, has not in terms denied,.
but indeed afferted, the being of the Gods; and fpeaks
honourably of them, fo far as regards the excellence
of their nature, and their happinefs. But when he
-defcribes his Gods, and gives them a human face and
limbs, and fays they are neither incorporea) not cot-

Yo
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poreal, but as it were corporeal; while he excludes
them from any hand in making, or care in guiding
and governing, the world, and undertakes to fhew that
all things were brought about by mere chance, with
out any help or dire&tion of the Gods, who are alto-
gether unconcerned with human affairs, and regardlefs
of our alions ; he muft laugh in himfelf, and be fup-
pofed to have formed this ridiculous idea of a Divine
Being mercly to cfcape the charalter of an impious
philofopher.  For though he owns the name of 2 God,
by his defeription he intirely deftroys the Divine Nature.
Nor do I think, that Ariftotle can be defended from
the charge of Atheifin 3 for while he affirms, that the
world as to its formation, as well as its progreffion and
duration, is independent on the Gods, and owes no-
thing to their power, wifdom, or providence, he utterly
fubverts all pretence to religion and divine worfhip,
and comes at laft into the dregs of the Epicurean
fcheme ¢ this, I belicve, 1 have plainly proved in the
following poem.

As to the modern Atheifts, Vaninus, Hobbes, arnd
Spinofa; I have fpoken of them in their turn, and fball
not anticipate what is faid hereafter.

I have been determined to employ {ome of my lcifure
hours in writing on this fubje&t, by the melancholy
refledtion I have often made on the growth of piophane.
nefls, and the prevailing power of loofe and incligious
principles in this nation.

It is a mortifving confideration to all who love man-
kind, and wifh weil to their country, that this epinion
has of late jears, ubove the example of putt 2ges,

[ fpicad
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foread its contagious influence fo far and wide, that
sow, emboldened by the power and number of its
affertors, it ‘becomes infolent and formidable. Thofe
impious maxims, which a fmall party in the laft age,
when inflamed with wine, vented in private, are now
the entertainment of the coffee-houfe, publicly preo-
fcffed, and in many companies fpoken of in cool blood,
as the ordinary fubje&ts of converfation.

A1l ages have brought forth fome monfters, fome
profeffors and patrons of irreligion; monfters in re-
fpeft of their fcarcenefs, as well as deformity; but the
amazing abundance of thefe odious produions is, [
believe, peculiar to this fertile age. 1 am apt to think,
thar moft who were reckoned Atheifts in former reigns
were rather unbridled libertines, than irreligious in
principle : but now we are fo far advanced, that the
infeQion has feized the mind; the Atheift in praflice
is become one in fpeculation, and loofcnefs of manners
improved to intelleStual inpiety.

Many (which is without example) exprefs an ardent
2eal for prophancnefs, are grown bigots in Atheifin,
and with great induftry and application propagate their
principles, form parties, and concert meafures to carry
on with vigour the caufe of iireligion. They carefs,
and are very fond of, thofe who boklly declare for
impicty, and mock all religion as cheat and impuf-
ture. Thefe are wits, men of fenfe, of large and free
thoughts, and cannot fail of being men in fakhion.
And as the renegades and deferters of Heaven, who
renounce their God for the favour of wmen, and chwle

w©
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to grow popular at the deareft rate, are by many pro~
tefted and applauded ; fo there are places where a ma,
that has the affurance to own the belief of a Deiry and
a future ftate, would be expofed and laughed outd
countenance. Hence many arc tempted to concal
their notions of religion, for fear of blafting their re-
putation, and of ~being neglefted and defpifed by
thofe from whofe favour they expeft’ profit or pro
motion.

Immediately after the Reftoration, the people, in-
toxicated with the pleafures of peace, and influencel
by the example of a loofe court, as well as from their
great averfion to the former fanatical ftriftnefs and
feverity of converfation, which they detefted as hypo-
crify, indulged themfelves in fenfual liberties, and by
degrees funk deef into luxury and vice. Then it wss
that fome irreligious men, taking advantage of this
growing diffolution of manners, began to propagae
their deteftable notions, and {ow the feeds of prophane-
nefs and impicety, which fprung up apace, and flourifh
cd in proportion to the growth of immorality. Thus
vice and irrcligion, murually affitting each other, ex-
tended their power by daily encroachments; and the
folid temper and firmnefs of mind, which the people
once poiletled, being flackened and diffolved by the
power of riot and forbidden pleafure, their judgement
foon be:ame vitiated; which corruption of tafte has
ever fince gradually increafed, as the confederate
powers of vice and prophancnefs have fpread their in-
fcQtion, and gained upon rcligion.

Wihile
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_ While loofe principles and impious. opinions - per-
ert the judgment, a petulant humour that inclines
jen to give an air of levity and ridicule to all their
ifcourfes, and turn every thing to mirth and raillery,
oes in proportion get ground ; this being efteemed the
1oft fuccefsful method to weaken the power and autho-
ty of religion in the minds of men.

I would not here be underftood as if J condemned
1¢ qualifications of wit and pleafantry, but only the
iifapplication of them. I fhall always retain a great
alue for ingenious men, provided they do not abufe
nd proftitute their ralents to the worft purpofes; I
1can the deriding all fobriety of manners, and turn-
ag into jeft the principles which conftitute our duty,
ere, and affure our happinefs hereafter.  But can any
nan who reveres a God, and loves his country, fland
w unconcerned, while loofe and prophane wits fhew
o much zeal and diligence in propagating maxims,
vhich tend {o dire&tly to the difhonour of the one, and
he ruin of the other?

Shounld Atheifm and corruption of manners, thofe
afcparable companions, which, as caufes and effeéts,
utually iatroduce amd fupport each other, prevail
yuch farther; fhould impious notions in any age
wreafter generally infeét the higheft, as well as the
aferior ranks of men; what confufion of affairs muft
nfue! It would be impoffible to find men of princi-
le to fill the places of truft and honour, or patrons
» promote them : merit would incapacitate and dif-
ualify for the fawur of great men, and a religious

C charatter
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charalter wounld be an invincible obfiri&tion to
vancement ; there would be no perfons of rank to
courage men of worth, and bring negle€ted: virtu
t6 fafhion. On the contrary, the contemners of
ven and deriders of piety would be careffed, appl
ed, and promoted; the difpofers of preferment w
confer all on thofe who embrace their opinions :
what a terrible temptation would this be to our y
to ‘accommodate their notions to thofe of the me
power, when they fhall fee that their favour is
otherwife to be procured !

Is it not highly probable that, in fuch an age, ¢
and cabals would be formed of fcoffers and buffc
20 laugh ‘religion out of countenance, and make
profeffors of it the obje€t of public fcorn and
tempt ?

Befides, it is natural to believe that Magiftrates
commonvwealth, generally compofed of Atheifts, w:
likewife proceed to violence, and perfecute thofe w'
they could not perfuade to embrace their notions
much as any fe& of religion has ever done. For
not religion, but corrupted human nature, that pu
men on to compulfive methods of obliging their
verfaries to renounce their own, and aflert the of
ons of men in power. Itis from the faltious ten
of a party, not the {pirit of piety, it is from pride
an impatience of contradiftion, or from luft of dc
nion, or a violent defire of engroffing the places
honour and profit, that men endeavour, by cruel
eoercive methods, to filence their opponents, and

P
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peefs their competitors.  And if it will be allowed’
that human paffions will always exert themfelves with
uniformity, and therefore ftill produce the like effefis;
if we may foretel .what Atheifts when in power are
like to do, from whac they have done, as far as they
*had ability; we may be affured, when they do noe
want power, they will never want a will to employ
violence, to extinguith the notions of piety, and the
hateful herefy of religion. It would not be firange
if Atheiftical tefts in fuch a ftate of affairs fhould be
formed and impofed, to keep.men of dangerous prin-
ciples out of all pofts of. power and profit; and all
that believed the being of a.God, and the rewards and
punifhments of another life, fhould be looked on as
difaffe&ed to the government, and the difturbers of the
public peace.

And if fuch notions of impiety, and fuch a dege-
nerate conftitution of manners, fhould cver prevail in.
this-unbappy natien, any man without the gift of pro-
phefy, and, indecd, with a very moderate pcncn‘anon,
may forefee, that the public ‘will then be cxpofed to
inevitable ruin,

But before the interefts of virtue and religion are re-
duced to fo deplorable a ftate, it is to be hoped this
once wile and fober nation will awaken from its le-
thargy;. that,. notwithftanding the prefent popularity
of vice, levity, and impiety, it may one day recover its
relith of folid. knowledge and real merit; that buf-
foons themfelves may one dav be expofed, the laugh-
ers in their, turn becorpe ridiculous, .and an Atheiftical

Ca icolier



20 PREFACE TO

fcoffer be as much out of credit, as a fober and relie;
gious man is at prefent: virtue, ferioufnefs, and a:
due reverence of facred and divine things, may revive
among us; and it is the duty and intereft of every:
man that loves his country, and withes well to mans
kind, to make his utmoft efforts to bring about fuch:
a happy revolution. This would the fooner be effeéte
ed, if the virtuous part of ingenious men (for- virtue:
has ftill aparty) would not fupinely ftand by, and fee the’
honour and intereft of religion expofed and infulted;’
but, inftead of an abje&, unaétive defpondence, would
unite their endeavours, with vigour and refolution
againft the common enemies of God and their coun-
try. It is great pity, thatin fo noble a caufe any
thould fhow fuch poornefs of fpirit, as to be afhamed.
of afferting their religion, and ftemming the vide of:
impiety, for fear of becoming the entertainment of
{coffing libertines.

I know the gentlemen of Atheiftical notions pretend:
to refined parts, and pafs themfelves upon the world:
for wits of the firft rank : yet in debate théy deécline
argument, and rather truft to the decifion of raillery.
But if it were poffible for thefe gentlemen to apply
themfelves in good earneft to the reafons alledged in-
proof of a Divine Being, in a manner that becomes an.
enquiry of fuch confequence, I fhould believe their
conviftion were not to be defpaired of. ,

But ‘there is little appearance that they will be ever
prevailed on to confider this martter with deliberate:
and unprejudiced thought; and, therefore, I am not:

fo
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fo fanguine to think, that any arguments I'can bring,
though ever fo clear and demontftrative, are likely to
make any impreffion upon a veteran Atheift. Ihave
neverthelefs thought it a feafonable fervice to endca-
vour to ftop the contagion, and, as far as I am able, to
preferve thofe who are not yet infeéted.

I would entreat thefe to diftinguith between raillery
and argument, and not believe that mirth ought to
determine in fo weighty a cafe; that they would not
admit of principles of the utmoft concern without ex-
amination, and take impicty upon content; that
they would appeal from the buffoon and the mocker,
to the impartial decifion of right reafon, and debate
this matter- with the gravity that becomes the impor-
tance of the fubjet.

But, fince the gentlemen who own no obligations of
religion for the rule of bchaviour, fet up in its ftead a
fpurious principle, which they call honour, and a
greatnefs of mind, that will not defcend to 2 mean
or bafe altion; let them refle®, whether that term,
as they ufe it, is not an empty found without any de-
termined meaning. If honour lays a man under any
obligation to perform or forbear any aétion, then, it is
evident, honour is a law or rule, and the tranfgref-
fion of it makes us guilty and obnoxious to punith-
ment: and if it be & law, it muft be the declaration of
fome legiflator’s will; for this is the definition of a law
that regulates the manners of a moral agent. Now, I
afk a man of honour, who denies religion, what, or
whofe Jaw he breaks, if he deviates from what e \wa=
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gines'a point of honour? It is plain there can be no
tranfgreflion, where there is ne law; no irregularity,
where there is no rule; nor can a man do a bafe er
difhonourable thing, if he lies-under no obligation to
the contrary. Honour, thercfore, abftralted from the
notion of religion, which enjoins it, is an idle ehime-
ra, which can have little power over any man that
does not believe a Divine Legiflator, whofe authonty
muft enforce it.

Itis the fame with friendfhip and ‘gratitude, which
are principles that the Atheift will often commend.
But how is any man bound to be grateful, or to be
friend ? Should he a& a contrary part, and be treache-
rous and ungrateful, what guilt has he contrated ?
Has he offended againft any law? or can he becomie
guilty, without the breach of any? If you fay he has
broken any law, tcll us the law, and by whom it
was made.  If the laws of the Supreme Being are fet
a{ide, we can lie under no regulation, but have an un-
bounded liberty over all our altions; we may with-
out the leaft fault or difhonour break our oaths, fubs
vert the government, betray our friends, affaffinate
our parents; in fhort, commit allkinds of the. moft
deteftable crines without remorfe; for, not being
controjed by any obligation, we may do whatever
our paffions or’ our interefts. prompt us to, without
being accountable to any tribunal for the leaft tranf-
greffion.

If it be faid; we arc obliged by the laws of our
tountry ; I anfwer, thiat as to the altions we are fpeak-

ing
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ing of, fuch as a man of honour, a great and geperous
mind, a friend, a gratcful perfon, is fuppofed to think
himfelf obhvcd to, thefe are fuch as are not regtﬁated
by mumclpal laws, and therefore men are at, hbcrty .
whether they will a&t by what they call a principlc‘of
honour or not, and can juftly incur no cenfure or re-
proach, fhould they have no regard to that pompous
and founding word; for if their ations are ndt mo-
rally determined, either by human or dwme I‘aws,
they may very juftly, and honounblyv t0o, adt with
unlimited freedom in thefe matters. fides, whocver
believes himfelf free from the obligations of divinc pre-
cepts, cannot look on himfelf as bound by any human
laws. He may indeed, from the apprehenfion of pu-
nithment, forbear an altion thus forbidden, and it.is
his intereft fo to do: but, if he thinks no divine au-
thority makes it his duty to fubmit to the magiftrate,
and obey the laws of his country, heis at liberty, as
to any guilt, whether he will obey or no. If he ven-
tures the punithment, he clcapes the fin. If an Atheift
fwears fidelity to his prince, what controling power
is he under, which affets the mind, not to betray Lim,
if he think it fit and fafe o do it? If he lets his pa-
rents, or his patron, or his friend perith, what iniquity
is he accountable for ? .

The exiftence of a God has been already cleared,
and abundantly demonftrated, by many pious and learn-
ed authors ; whence this attempt may be cenfured as
impertinent and unnecetflary. But all thofe excellent
performances being writ-in, profe, and the greate(t ace
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in the learned languages, or at leaft in a fcholaftic
manner, are ill-accommodated to great numbers not of
a leatned education; and many who have more
knowledge, and greater genius, will not undergo
the trouble of reading and confidering the argu-
ments exprefled in a manner to them obfcure, dry, and
difagrecable. I have therefore formed 2 poem on this.
great and important fubjedt, that I might give it the
advantages peculiar to poetry, and adapt it more to the
general apprehenfion and capacity of mankind. The
harmony of numbers engages many to read and retain
what they would negle& if written in profe; and X
perfuade miyfelf the Epicurean philofophy had not
lived fo long, nor been fo much cftcemed, had it not
been kept alive and propagated by the famous poem of
Lucretius, _

1 have chofen to demonftrate the exiftence of a God
from the marks of wifdom, defign, contrivance, and
the choice of ends and means, which appear in the uni-
verfe.  Out of the various arguments that evince the
truth of this propofition,  There is a God,” I have fe-
lefted this as the moft evident and intelligible.

1 may with reafon prefume, that I fhall not incur
any cenfure for not employing new arguments to prove
the being of a God; noae but what have been pro-
duced before by many writers, cven fiom the eldeft
days of philofophv. It was ncver olje€ted to Lucre-
tius, thar, in his applauded poem, he has not invented
a new fyfiem of philotephy. but only recited in poeti-
~al numbers the ancient do@rines of Democritus and

curus. Nor can it with reafon be fuppofcd, that

5 A\NY
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the arguments by which he fupports their opinions
were not long before in the {chools of Greece. Nor
have modern writers on this fubje& invented, but pur-
fued the demontftration of a2 God, from the evident ap-
pearance of contrivance and wifdom inthe vifible world,
which they have done with more clearnefs and ftrength,
than thofe who went before them. And while thefe
have attempted to evince the exiftence of a God only
from the contemplation of corporeal nature, I have
carried the argument on to the a&ions of living, fen-
fitive, and intelligent beings, fo far as we are acquaint-
ed with them ; believing that brighter and more noble
ftrokes of wifdom and defign appear in the principlks
of life, fenfation, and reafon, than in all the compafs
of the material world,

I have endeavoured to give the fubjet yet greater
degrees of perfpicuity, more variety of argument, as
well as eafy and familiar expreffion, that, the ftyle be-
ing more pleafing, and the demonftration more readily
apprehended, it may leave a deeper impreffion, and its
¢ife&ts and ufefulnefs may become more extenfive. In
order to this, I have rarely ufed any term of art, or
any phrafe peculiar to the writing and converfation of
learned men. I have attempted, as Moenfieur Fonte-
nelle has done with great fuccefs in his Plurality of
‘Worlds, to bring philofophy out of the fecret recefles
of the fchools, and ftrip it of its uncouth and myfteri-
ous drefs, that it may became agreeable, and admitted
to a general converfation,

I take
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I take it for granted, that no judicious reader
exped, in the philofophical and argumentative part
this poem, the ornaments of poetical cloquence.
this cafe, where metaphor and defcription are not
mitted left they fhould darken and enfeeble the ar
ment, if the reafoning be clofe, firong, and cafily
prehended, if there be an elegant fimplicity, pur
and propriety of words, and a juft order and conr
jon of the parts, mutually {upporting and enlighten
one another, there will be all the perfeftion which
ftyle can demand.

1 may fafely conclude, that no man will expeét t
in this pocm I fhould borrow any embellifhments fr
the exploded and obfolete theology of the ancient i
laters of Greece or Rome: that I fhould addrefs :
rapturous invocations to their idle deities, or ad
the ftyle with allufions to their fabulous ations.
have more than once publickly declared my opini
that a Chriftian poet cannot but appear monftrous :
ridiculous in a Pagan drefs: that though it fho
be granted, that the heathen religion might be allc
ed a place in light and loofe fongs, mock heroic,
the lower lyric compofitions ; yet, in chriftian poems

" the fublime and greater kind, the mixture of the Pag

theology muft, by all who are mafters of refletion :
good fenfe, be condemned, if not as impious, at l¢
as impertinent and abfurd. And this is a truth
clear and evident, that I make no doubt it will
degrees force its way, and prevail over the contr:
alice, Should Britons recover their virtue, 1
xefor
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-yeform- their tafte, they:would no more bear the hea-
then religion in verfe, than in profe. Chriftian poets, as
well as Chriftian preachers, the bufinef$ of both being to
inftruét the people,.though the laft only are wholly appro-
priated to it, fhould endeavour to confirm and fpréagl
their own true religion. . If a divine fhould begin his
fermon with a folenm prayer to ‘Bacchus, or Apollo,
to Mars, or Venus, what would the people think of
their preacher? And is it not as really, though not
equally, abfurd; for a poet in .a great and ferious poem,
wherein he celebrates .fome wonderful and happy event
of Divine Providence, or. magnifies the illuftrious inftru-
ment that was honeured to bring the event about, to

addrefs his prayer to falfe; deities, and cry for help
to the abominations of the heathen?

The defign of:this poem is to demonttrate the fclf-cxxf-
gence of an Eternal Mind from the created and dependent
exiftence of the univerfe, and to confute the hypothefis
of the Epicureans-and the. Fatalifts, under whom all:
the patrons of - impiety, ancient or modern, of whatfo-
ever denomination, 'may be ranged. The firft of
whom affirm the World was in time caufed by chance’;
and the other that it-exifted :from eternity without a-
caufe. It is true, as before mentioned, both thefe ac-
knowledged the exiftence of Gods; but,.by their abe.
furd and ridiculous defcription .of them, it is plain they
hed nothing elfe in view, but-to-avoid the obnoxious
chara&:r of Atheiftical philofophers.- XN

" This likewife has been often objeted to the Deifts of.
the prefcn: times, that at -leaft- a- great-pas of ‘them.

oaly
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only conceal their notions under that name, while
they are really to be numbered among the Atheifts.
I have before exprefled my reafons, why I cannot em-
brace this opinion. It is true, indeed, that moft of
the Deifts maintain a particular friendfhip with the
Atheifts, are pleafed with their loofe and impious
converfation, and appear very tender of their credit
"and efteem. They are charitable in crving up their
thining qualities, and in concealing, excufing, or lef-
fening, their immoral alions; while at the fame time
they fhew an affeCtation in expofing the faults and fol-
lies of the Chriftians, efpecially thofe who are the
moft firi& and regular in their manners, and appear
to be moft in earneft. It is likewife remarkable, that
thefe gentlemen exprefs no zeal for the extirpation of
irreligious principles: they have never, as fas as I
know, written any thing againft them ; nor arc they
pleafed in company to declare their deteftation of fuch
impious maxims, or to produce argumeats to confute
them ; while at the fame time they take great pains,
and fhow a warm zeal, to weaken the belief of the
Chriftian religion, and to expofc the pretended errors
of its different profeflors; which feems, indced,
firange, fince he that owns a God and his providence
fhould in reafon look upon thofe who believe neither
to be infinitely more oppofite to him, than thofe who
agree with him in the belief of a God, and differ only

in the point of revealed religion.
Befides, it is obfervable that the prefent Deifts have
not drawn and publithed any fcheme of religion, ar
catalcgues
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catalogues of the duties they are obliged to perform,
or whence fuch obligations arife. They do not tell
us, that they look on man as an accountable creatures
nor if they do, for what, and to whom, or when, that:
account is to be made, and what rewards and punith-
ments will attend it. I do not affirm they have no
fuch fcheme in their thoughts; but, fince they will not
let us know their creed, and in the mean time deride
and triumph over that of the Chriftians, I cannot de-
fend them from thofe who fay they are juftly to be
fufpe&ed.

And that the Deift may clear himfelf from the fuf-
picion of being an Atheift, or at leaft a friend and fa-
vourer of their principles; 1 could wifh he would in
public affert and demonftrate the being of a God and
his providence, and declare his abhorrence of the
principles of thofe who difbelieve them.

It would likewifc give great fatisfattion, and remove
the obje&ions of thofe that charge them with dire&t ir-
religion, if they would pleafe to give fome account of
their belief: Whether they look upon God as one
who governs mankind by laws to be difcovered by the
light of reafon, which reftrain our inclinations and de-
termine our duty ; that they would tell us what thofe
laws are, and what fan&ions do enforce them; and
until this be done, they cannot well difcharge them-
felves from the fufpicion before-mentioned.

And here I would addrefs myfelf to the irreligious
gentlemen of the age: and I defire them not to take
up prejudices againft the exiftence of a God, and run

ENTN
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away with impious inaxims, until they have exer-
cifed their confideration, and made an impartial en-
quiry” into the grounds and reafons ‘that fupport the
belief of a Divine Eternal Being. In- order to fuch'a
réafonable examination, it is but juft and decent
they fhould be in earneft, and hear the arguments we
offer with temper and patience; that they fhould
inure themfelves to think, and weigh the force of thofe
arguments, as becomes fincere enquirers after truth.
The being of 2 God, and the duties that refult from
that principle, are fubjeéts of the greateft excellence
ahd dignity in themfelves, and-of the greateft concern
and importance to mankind; and, therefore, fhould
never be treated in mirth and ridicule. Generals of
armies and counfellors of flate, fenators, and judges,
in the great and weighty affairs that come before them,
do not put on thé-air of jefters and buffoons, and, in-
ftead of grave and folemn debates, aim at nothing but
{allies of wit, and treat their fubje&s and one another
only with raillery and derifion : yet the bufinefs pro-
pofed to the confideration of the perfons I fpeak to is,
in every refpe&, infinitely fuperior to any of theirs
before-mentioned.

Are they fure there is no God, ind ‘therefore no
:zeligion ? If they are not, what a terrible rifque do they
run ! If their reafons amount only to a probability, the
.contrary qpimion may be true, and that may be is
enough to give them the moft frightful apprehenfions,
and difturb them amidft all the pleafures they enjoy.
But if they fay they are-affured, and paft doubt, there

2 is
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is no God ;- let them confider, confidence in an opinion
is not always the effe€t of certainty and demionftra-
tion. ‘Their predeceflors, the Atheifts of former Qgcs,
Were as certain, that is, as confident, they reafoned
right, as they can be. ‘They cannot pretend to clearer
light, and greater affurance of the truth of their max-
ims, than Epicurus and:- Lucretius did ; or infult théir
adverfaries -with greater contempt than thofe have
done : yet thefe men themfelves, at leaft many of them,
allow thofe philofophers were grofsly miftaken, and*
will by no means truft to the Epicurean fcheme, as
the foundation of their opinions. If thefe great maf-
ters, notwithftanding their unexampled confidence,’
have been miftaken, why may not their fucceffors be
fo?

If they fet up Ariftotle’s fcheme, and think they
fecure their principles by making the world to be
cternal, and all effets and events the refult of fuch a fa-
tal ncuﬂitv, and an indiffoluble concatenation of caufes,
as render it impoffible, that things that are fhould
not be, or that they fhould be otherwife than they are;
let them confider, that the greateft affertors of im-
piety, I'mean, Democritus, Leucippus, Epicurus, and
Lucretius, oppofed this as an idle and incoherent

" fyftem; and that indeed it is fo, fhall be after demon-
firated : and fhould not this fhake their confidence,
that ‘all their friends in the Eplcurcan fchools, who .
were fufficiently delivered from the prejudices of edu-
cation and fuperflitious impreffions, could not fee

the leaft probability in the fcheme of the Fatalifts, on
W
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which thefe gentlemen are pleafed to rely in a matter of
the higheft importance ?

Will they confide in Mr. Hobbes? has that philofo-
fopher faid any thing new ? does he bring any ftronger
forces into the field, than the Epicurcans did before
him ? Will they derive their certainty from Spinofa?
can fuch an obfcure, perplexed, unintelligible author
create fuch certainty, as Jeaves no doubt or diftruft?
if he is indeed to be underftood, what does he alledge
more than the ancient Fatalifts have done, that fhould
amount to demonttration 2

Befides, if, as they pretend, they are eftablifhed
beyond potlibility of deception in the truth of their
maxims, why are they fo very fond of thofe authors,
that fet up any new doftrine? and why do they em-
brace with {fo much pleafure their new fchemes of ir-
religion ? They are very glad to hear of any great ge-
nius, that can invent frcth arguments 1o idtrengthen
their opinions ; and does not this betray a fecret diffi-
dence, that demands further light and confirmation ?

But further ¢ fince thefe gentlemen fhew fo much in-
duflry in propagating their opinions, and 3re fo fond
of making profelytes to Atheifm; fince they affc&t a
zeal incountenancing, applauding, and preferring, thofe
wham they have delivered from religious prejudices,
and reformed and refined with their free, large, and
generous principles; how comes it to pafs, that they
negle& to inform and improve their neareft relations 2
are they carcful to inftruét their wives and daughters,
.shat they need not revere the inaginary phantom of a

© God;
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1; that religion is the creatyre of a timerous and
erftitious mind, or of crafty priefts, and cunning
tician; ; that thercfore they are free from all re-
nts of virtue and confcience, and may proftitute
r perfons in the moft licentious manner, without
remorfe, or uneafy refle€tion; that it is idle to
any divine punifhment hereafter; and. as to the
ne¢ and difhonour that may attend the liberties they
5, in cafe they become public, that fcandal proceeds
n the grofs miftakes of prople perverted with reli-
1, and mifguided by a belicf of a Divine Being,
of rewards and punifhments in an imaginary life
rthis? | .
Jo they take pains to inform their eldeft fons, that
: owe them no gratitude or abedience? that they
7 ufc an uncontroled freedom in indulging all their
etites, paflions, and inclinations ? that, if they arc
ling to poflefs their father’s honcur and eftate, they
7» by poifon or the poinard, take away-his life; and,
hey are careful to avoid the punifhment of the ma-
rate by their fecret condudt, they may be fully fa-
ed of the innocence of the aftion; and as they have
e themfelves much good, fo they have done their
ier no injury, and thercfore may enjoy in perfelt
wquillity the fruits of their parricide? Whatever they
j afirm among their loofe friends, I cannot con-
re they can be guilty of fo much folly, as to propa-
s thefe opinions in their own families, and inftruét
r wives and children in the boundlefs liberties,
ch, by the principles of Athzifm, are their undoubted
' D ) 3CANR
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yight: for in all a&ions, where religion does -
interpofe and reftrain us, we are perfettly, as has b
Yaid, free to att as we think beft for our profit :
“Pleafure. '

" Befides, to what a deplorable condition would m
kind be reduced, fhould thefe opinions be univerf:
embraced ! If fo many kings and potentates, who
profefs their belief of a God, and of rewards and |
nifhments in a life to come, do nptwiihﬁanding, fr
‘boundlefs ambition and a cruel temper, opprefs t}
‘fubjeéls at home, and ravage and deftroy their nei
bours abroad, thonld think themfelves free from
divine obligations, and therefore too from the reftrai
of oaths and folcmn contra&s; thefe fences and fe
rities removed, what a deluge of calamities would brn
‘in upon the world! what oppreflion, what violer
‘what rapine, what devaftation, would finith the ruir
human nature1 for, if mighty princes are fatisfied t
it isimpolfible for them to do any wrong, what boul
are eft to infatiable avarice and exorbitant thirft
power1 if monarchs may without the leaft guilt viol
their tregtics, break their vows, betray their frien
-and facrifice their truth and honour at pleafure to tt
paffions, or their intereft, what truft, what confiden
couid be fupported between neighbour potentates ! :
without this, what confufion and diftration muft

“neceflity enfue!

On the other hand, ¥ fubjeQs were univerf:

" Atheifts, and looked on themfglves as under no div

aligation to pay any duty or obedience to the fupre
magiftrai
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magiftrate; if they believed that, when they took their
oaths of allegiance, they fwore by nothing, and inve-
cated a power not in being ; that therefore thofe oaths
oblige them no longer than they think it fafe, and for
their intereft, to break them ; fhould fuch principles
obtain, would not the thrones of princes be moft pre-
carious? would not ambition, revenge, refentment, or
intereft, continually excite fome or other to betray or
affault the lives of their fovereigns? and why fhould
they be blamed by the Atheift for doing it? why are
traitors, .affaffins, haters of their princes, and enemies
to their country, branded with the odious names of
ruffians and villains, if they lie under no obligatians to
a& otherwife than they do ?

Should confpirators, who affaffinate their lawful
fovereign, have the good fortune to make their efcape,
1 afk the Atheift, if he has in the leaft an ill opinion of
them for being engaged in fuch an execrable under-
rhking ? If he fays he has not, then the point is gained,
and an Atheift is what I have reprefented. If he fays
he has, I next afk him, why? Let him tell me in what
their guilt confifts ? Is it in the breach of any divine
Jaw ? that cannot be, for he owns none. Is it the
tranfgreffion of any human law ? tell me, what obliga-
tion he is under to obey any human law, if no divine
law enforces fuch obedience ? does their guilt confift in
the breach of their duty to their prince and their oaths
of allegiance ? fiill the fame queftion recurs, what duty
can a fubje& owe to a prince which divine laws do not
sooflitute and determine ? and how can an cukh ot Me-
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gitnce. bind but by virtue of fome divine command,
tlm obliges us not to violare eur vows ?

By this it appears that an Atheift muft be the worft
of fubjets; that his principles fubvert the thrones of
princes,- and undermine the foundations of government

- and fociety, on which the happinefs of mankind fo
- much depends; and therefore it is not poflible to con-
- ceive how: there can be a greater difturber of the public
. jpeace, or a greater enemy to his prince and country,

than a profeft Atheift, who propagates with zcal his

deftrulive opinions.

1 have proved, in the foilowing poem, that no hypo-
zhefis hitherto invented in favour cf impicty has the
leaft ftrength or folidity, no not the leaft appearance of
truth to recommend it. A man muflt be deferted of
Heaven, and.inflexibly hardened, that cannot, or rather
will not, fee the unreafonablenefs of irreligious princi-
ples. Idemand only acandid temper in the readen
and a mind pleafed with truth, and delivered from the
prejudices of athaiftical converfation.

.~ —

i
‘L
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A

8tmmarY AccounT of the following Poem,
and of what is contained in each Boox.

THE defign of this work is to demonftrate the exift-
ence of a Divine Eternal Mind.

The arguments ufed for this end are taken from the
various marks of wifdom and artful contrivance, which
are evident to obfervation in the feveral parts of the ma«

.terial world, aud the faculties of the human foul.

~ The firft book contains the proof of a Deity, from
the inftances of defign and choice, which occur in the
ftruture and qualities of the carth and fea.

The fecond purfues the proof of the fame propofition,
THERE I8 A GobD, from the celeftial motions, and
more fully from the appearances in the folar fyftem and
the air.

In the third, the objetions, which are brought by
Atheiftical philofophers againft the hypothefis eftablithed
in the two preceding books, are anfwered.

In the fourth, is laid down the hypothefis of the
Atomifts or Epicureans, and other irreligious philofo-
phers, and confuted.

In the fifth, the do&rine of the Faralifts, or Ariftote-
lians, who make the world to be eternal, is confidered
and fubverted.

In the fixth, the argument of the two firft books is

refumed, and the exiltence of God demonfraxed fiom
’ D3 Qe
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the prudence and art difcovered in the feveral parts of
the body of man.

In the feventh, the fame demonftration is carried on
from the contemplation of the inftin&s in brute animats,
and the faculties and operations of the foul of man, -
The book concludes with a recapitulation of what has
been treated of, and a Hymn to the Creator of the l
World.

-

CREA



{391 - -

CREATTION

B O O K I

THE ARGUMENT.

The propofition. The invocation. The exiftence of a
God demonftrated, from the marks of wifdom, choice,
and art, which appear in the vifible world, and infer
an intelligent and free caufe. This evinced from the
contemplation, I. of the earth. 1. Its fituation.
2. The cohcfion of its parts, not te be folved by any
hypothefis yet produced. 3. Its fability. 4. Tts

- ftrufture, or the order of its parts. 5. Its motion
diurnal and annual, or elfc the motion of the fun in
both thofe refpe@s. The caufe of thefe motiens not
yet accounted for by any philofopher. 6. Its outfide
or face; the beauties and conveniences of it; its
mountains, lakes, and rivers. 1l. The exiftence of
a God proved from the marks and impreffions of
prudence and defign, which appear in the fea. 1. In
1ts formation. 2. The proportion of is parts in re-
{pet of the earthy. 3. fis fituation. 4. The con-
texture of its parts. 5. Its brackih or briny quality:
6. Its flux and reflux.

O more of -courts, of triumphs, or of arms,
No mare of valour’s force, or beauty’s charmse
‘The themes of vulgar lays, with juft difdain,
1 lcave unfung, the flocks, the amorous fwain, }
The pleafures of the land, and terrors of the inain.
D4 v How
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How abje&, how inglorious ’tis to lie
Groveling in duft and darknefs, when on high
Empires immenfe and rolling worlds of lighe,

To range their heavenly fcenes, the Mufe invite !

I meditate to foar above the fkies,

To heights unknown, through ways untry’d, te rife :

I would th’ Eternal from his works affert,
And fing the wonders of creating art.

While I this uncxampled tafk effay,
Pafs awful gulphis, and beat my painful way 3
Celeftial Dove ! divine affiftance bring,
Suftain mc on thy ftrong extended wing,

‘That I may reach th’ Almighty’s facred throne,

15

And make his caufelefs power, the caufe of all things,
Thou doft the full extent of nature fee, Lknown. ¢

And the wide realms of vaft immenfity :
Etcrnal Wifdom thou doft comprehend,
Rife to her heights, and to her depths defcend :
The Father’s fecret counfels thou canft tell,
Who in his bolom didft for ever dwell = -
Thou on the deep’s dark face, immortal Dove ¢
Thou with almighty encrgy didft move
On the wild waves, incumbent didft difplay
Thy genial wings, and hatch primeeval day.
Order from thee, from thee diftinétion came,
And all the beauties of the wondrous frame :
Hence ftampt on nature we perfetion find,
Fair as th’ idea in th’ Eternal Mind.

Sce, through this vaft extended theatre
Of fkill divine what fhining marks appear }
Creating power is all around expret,
The God difcover'd, and his care confefk.

3

Wavurey

|
f




CREATION. Book I 4x

Nature’s high birth her heavenly beauties fhow ;

By every feature we the parent know.

Th’ expanded fpheres amazing to the fight, 49

Magnificent with ftars and globes of light,

The glorious orbs, which Heaven’s bright hoft compofe,

T imprifon’d fea, that reftlefs ebbs and flows,

The fAu@tuating ficlds of liquid air,

"With all the curious meteors hovering there, 45

And the wide regions of the land, proclaim

The Power Divine, that rais’d the mighty frame.
What things foc’er are to an end referr'd,

And in their motions ftill that end regard,

Always the fitnefs of the means refpedd, 50

Thefe as conducive chufe, and thofe rejeét,

Mutft by a judgement foreign and unknown

Be guided to their end, or by their own;

For to defign an end, and to purfue

That end by means, and have it ftill in view, 55

Pemands a confcious, wife, refleCting caufe,

Which freely moves, and alts by reafon’s laws,

‘That can deliberate, means ele&, and find

Their due connexion with the end defign’d.

And fiace the world’s wide frame does not include 6o

A caufe with fuch capacities endued ;

Some other caufe o’er nature muft prefide,

Which gave her birth, and does her motions guide..

And here behold the caufe, which God we name,

*Fhe fource of beings, and the mind fupreme; 65

Whofe perfe& wifdom, and whofe prudent care,

‘With one confederate voice unnumber'd worlds declare.

Seey
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See, how the eirth has gain’d that very place,
Which of all others in the boundlefs fpace
Is moft convenient, and will beft conduce 10
To the wife ends requir’d for nature’s ufe.
You, who the mind and caufe fupreme deny,
Nor on his aid to form the world rely,
Mautft grant, had perfeét wifdom been employ’d
To find, through all th’ interminable void, 78
A feat moft proper, and which beft became
The earth and fea, it muft have been the fame.

Now, who can this furprizing fact conceive,
Who this event fortuitous believe,
‘That the brute earth unguided fhould embrace 8o
The only ufeful, only proper place }
Of all the millions in the empty fpace ?

Could ftupid atoms with impetuous fpeed
By different roads and adverfe ways proceed ; .
From regions oppofite begin their flight, 85
‘That here they might rencounter, here unite ;
What charms could thefe terreftrial vagrints fee
In this one point of all immenfity,
‘That all th* enamour’d troops fhould thither fiow ?
Did they its ufeful fituation know ?
And, when the {quadrons with a fwift career
Had reach’d that point, why did they fettle there,
When nothing check’d their flight, but gulphs of air;
Since Epicurus and his fcholars fay
‘That unobftrutted matter flies away, 95
Ranges the void, and knows net where to ftay ?
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If you, fagacious {ons of art, pretend
“That by their native force they did defeend, }
And ceas’d to move, when they had gain’d their end;
*That native force till you inlighten’d know, 100
Can its myfterious fpring difclofe, and thow
How ’tis exerted, how it does impel,
Your vninftru&tive words no doubts difpel.
We atk you, whence does motive vigour flow?
You fay, the nature of the thing is fo. 10§
But how does this relieve th’ enquirer’s pain?
Or how the dark impulfive power explain ?

The Atomifts, who fkill mechanic teach,
Who boalt their clearer fight, and deeper reach,
Affert their atoms took that happy feat, 110
Determin’d thither by their inbred weight;
‘That downward through the fpacious void they ftrove
‘To that one point, from all the parts above.
Grapt this pofition true, though up and down
Are to a fpace not limited unknown; £33
But fince they fay our earth from morn to mosn
On its own axis is oblig’d to turn ;
“That {wift rotation muft difperfe in air
All things, which on ghe rapid orb appear ¢
And if no power that motion fhould control, 120
It maft disjoint and diffipate the whole.
*Tis by experience uncontefted found,
Bodies orbicular, when whirling round,
S1ill thake off all things on their furface plac'd,
And to a diftanc: from the centre caft. 124

If ponderous atoms are fo much in love
With this one point, that all will thither move,

G
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Give them the fituation they defire ;

But let us then, ve fages, next enquire,

What caufe of their cohefion can you find ? 130

What props fupport, what chains the fabrick bind ?

Why do not beafts that move, or ftones that lie

Loofe on the field, through diftant regions fty 2

Or why do fragments, from a mountain rent, !

Tend to the carth with fuch a {wift defcent ? 133
Thofe who afcribe this one determin’d courfe

Of ponderous things to gravitating force,

Refer us to a quality occul,

To fenfelefs words, for which while they infule

With juft contempt the famous Stagyrite, 142

Their {chools fhould blefs the world with clearer lighs.

Some, the round earth’s cohefion to fecure,

For that hard tafk employ magnetic power.

Remark, fay they, the globe; with wonder own

Its nature, like the fam’d attrative ftone. 145

This has its axis, fo th” obfeiver tells,

Meridians, poles, ®quator, parallels.

To the terreftrial poles by conftant fate

TI obfequious poles themfelves accommeodate,

And, when of this pofition difpofieft, 150

They move, and ftrive, nor ever will they reft,

Till their lov’d (ituation they regain,

Where pleas’d they fertle, and uamov’d remain,

And fhould you, fo experience does decide,

Into fmall parts the wondrous ftone divide, 355

Ten thoufand of minurett fize expre(s

The fame propenfion, which'the large pofiefs.

Hence
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Hence all the globe (’tis faid) we may conclude

. With this prevailing energy endued :

That this attractive, this {urprizing flone 168
Has no peculiar virtue of its own; '
Nothing but what is common to the whole,

‘To fides, to axis, and to either pole.

The mighty magnet from the centre darts

‘This ftrong, though fubtle force, through all the parts;
Its allive rays, ejaculated thence, .

Irradiate all the wide circumference.
While evefy part is in proportion bleft,

JAnd of its due attraltive power po(‘i:ft
While adverfe ways the adverfe atoms draw 170
With. the fame ftrength, by nature’s conltant law
Balanc'd and fixt; they cap no, longer move ;
Thmuvh gulphs immenfe no more ungmded rove.
If cords are puli’d two adverfe ways, we find
The morg we draw them, they the falter hind. 175
So when with cqual vigour Nature firains
This way and that thefe fine mcchamc chains,
They fix the earth, they parr.to  PAFt unite,
Preferve their. firufture, and prevent their flight.
Preflure, they fay, and welght, we muft difown, 180
As things occult, by no ideas known,

-And on the.earth’s magnctxc power depend
*To fix its feat, its union to defend.

Let us thisfam’d hypothefis furvey,

And with attentive thought remark the way, 1 85}
How carth’s attraétive parts their force. difplay.

“The mafs, ’tis faid, from its wide bofom pours
Torrents of atoms, and eternal fhowers

of
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Of fine magnetic darts, of matter made

So fubtle, marble they with eafe pervade -
«Refin’d, and (next to incorporeal) thin,
Norby Aufonian glafes to be feen.

Thefe emanations take their conftant flight
Swift from the earth, as from the fun the light;
To a determin’d diftance they afcend,

- And there infle&t their courfe, and downward tend.

What can infult unequal Reafon more,
Than this magnetic, this myfterious power ?
That cords and chains, beyond conception fmall,
Should gird and bind fo faft this mighty ball ¢

*That ative rays thould {pring from every part,

And, though fo fubtle, fhould fuch force exert !
That thie light legions fhould be fent abioad,
Range all the air, and traverfe every road !

'T'o ftated limits thould eéxcurfions make,

Then backward of themfelves their journey take ;
Should in their way to folid bodics cling,

And home to earth the captive macter bring ;
Where all things on its furface fpread are bound
By their coercive vigour to the ground !

Can this be done without a Guide Divine?
Should we to this hypothefis incline ?

Say, does not here confpicuous Wifdom fhine ?
Who can enough magnetic force admire?

Does it not counfel and defign require

To give the carth this wondrous energy,

1n fuch a mealure, fuch a juft degree,

That it fhculd ftill perform its deftin’d tafk,

As narur’s ends and vatious ufes afk?

190

195

200

204

15

By
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For, fhould our globe have had a greater thare ago0
Of this ftrong force, by which the parts cohere,
Things had been bound by fuch a powerful chain,
That all would fix'd and motionlefs remain;

All men, like ftatues, on the earth would ftand,

Nor would they move the foot, or firetch the hand;
Birds would not range the fkies, nor beafls the woods,
Nor could the fith divide the fliffen’d floods.

Again, had this ftrange energy been lefs,

Defeét had been as fatal as excefs.

For want of cement ftrong enough to bind 230
The ftru&ture faft, huge ribs of rock, disjoin'd
Without an earthquake, from their bafe would ftart,
And hills unhing’d from their deep roots depart.

And, while our orb perform’d its daily race,

All beings, found upon its ample face, 238
‘Would, by that motion diffipated, fiy

Whirl'd from the globe, and fcatter through the fky :
They muft, obedieat to mechanic laws,

Aflemble where the ftronger magnet draws ;

Whether the Sun that fironger magnet proves, 240
Or elfe fome planet’s orb that nearcr moves.

Who can unfold the caufe that does recall
Magnetic ravs, and make them backward fall ?
1f thefe efluvia, which do upward tend,

Becaufe lefs heavy than the air, afcend; 245
Why do they ever from their height retreat,
And why return to feck their central feat?
From the fame caufe, ye fons of art, declare
Caa they by turns defcend, and rife in aix ¥
’ : Proligions
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Prodigious ’tis, that onc attraltive ray 2

Should this way bend, the next an adverfe way ;

For, fhould th’ unfeen magnetic jets defcend

All the fame way, they could not gain their end;

They could not draw and bind the fabrick faft,

Unlefs alike they every part embrac’d. 2
How does Cartefius all his finews Qtrain,

How much he labours, and how much in vain,

The earth’s attraétive vigour to explain !

This bold contriver thus his thoughts conveys:

Inceflant ftrcams of thin magnetic ravs 2

Gufh from their fountains, with impetuous force,

In either pole, then take an adverfe courfe :

“Thofe from the Southern pole the Northern feek ;

‘The Southern thofe that from the Northern break :

In either pole thefe rays emitted meet 2

"Small pores provided, for their figures fit;

Still to and fro they circulating pafs,

Hold all the frame, and firmly bind the mafs.

Thus he the parts of earth from flight reftruins,

And girds it faft by fine imagin’d chains. 2
But oh! how dark is human reafon found

How vain the man, with wit and lcaming crown'd!

How feeble all his ftrength, when he eflays

To trace dark Nature, and deteét her ways ;

Unlefs he calls its Author to his aid, 2

‘Who every fecret fpring of motion laid,

Who over all his wondrous works prefides,

And to their ufcful ends their caufes guides |

Thefe paths in vain are by enquirers trod;

"There 's no philofophy without a God, 2!

H Admir
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Admir'd Cartefius, let the curious know,
If your magnctic atoms always flow
From pole to pole, what form’d their double fource,
‘What {pur’d, what gave them their infle€ted courfe ?
Tell, what could drill and perforate the poles, 285
And to th’ attrative rays adapt their holes ?
A race fo long what prompts them to purfue ?
Have the blind troops th’ iimportant end in view ?
How are they fure they in the poles fhall meet
Pores of a figure to their figure fir? 290
Are they with fuch fagacity endued
To know, if this their journey be purfued,
They fhall the earth’s conftruéture clofely bind,
And to the centre keep the parts confin’d ?

Let us review this whole magnetic fcheme, 293
Till wifer heads a wifer model frame.
For its formation let fit atoms ftart,
To one determin’d point, from every part.
Encountering there from regions oppofite,
They clath, and interrupt each other’s flight; 3c0
And, rendezvoufing with an adverfe courfc,
Produce an equal poife, by equal force :
For while the parts by laws magnetic aét,
And are at dnce attralted and attrat;
‘While matcl’d in ftrength they keep the doubtful fisld,
And neither overcome, and neither vield,
To happy puipofe they their vigour fpend ;
For thefe contentions in the balance end,
‘Which mutt in liquid air the globe fufpend.

Befides materials which are brute and blind,

Did not this work require a Knowing Mind, 310
Wha
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Who for the tafk fhould fit detachments chufe
From all the atoms, which their hoft diffufe '
Through the wide regions of the boundlefs fpace,
And for their rendezvous appoint the place 1
Who fhould command, by his a]mighty nod,
Thefe chofen troops, unconfcious of the road,
And unacquainted with th’ appointed end,
Thcir marches to begin, and thither tend 3
Diredt them all to take the neareft way, 3
Whence none of all th> unnumber’d millions ftray;
Make them advance with fuch an equal pace,
- From all the adverfe regions of the fpace,
Thas they at once fhould reach the deftin’d place;
Should mufter there, and round the centre fwarm,
And draw together in a globous form ?

Grant, that by mutual oppofition made
Of adverfe parts, their mutual flight is ftaid ;
That thus the whole is in a balance Jaid ;
Does it not all mechanic heads confound, 3
That troops of atoms, from all parts around,
Of cqual number, and of equal force,
Should to this fingle point direét their courfe ;
That fo the counter-preffure every way, .
Of equal vigour, might their motions ftay, 335
And, by a fleady poife, the whole in quiet lay »

Befides, the ftructure of -the earth regard :
For firmnefs how is all its frame prepar’d !
With what amazing fkill is the vaft building rear’d! ;
Metals and veins of folid ftone are found 34
The chief materials, which the globe compound.

Se
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. how the hills, which high in air afcend,
m pole to pole their lofty lines extend.
‘hefe ftrong unfhaken mounds refift the thocks
:ides and feas tempefluous, while the rocks, 343
t {ecret in a long continued vein
through the earth, the ponderous pile fuftain :
fe mighty girders, which the fabrick bind,
{c ribs robuft and vaf, in order join'd ;
fe fubterranean walls, difpos’d with art, 350
\ Grength, and fuch Rability impart,
t florms above, and earthquakes under ground,
% not the piilars, nor the work confound.,
ive to the earth a form orbicular,
it be pois’d, and hung in ambient air; 355
it the fituation to the fun
i as is only fit; when this is done,
»ofe it ftill remain'd a lazy heap;
a what we grant, you no advantage reap.
e'ther muft the earth from reft diturb,  ~ 360
o1l around the heavens the folar orb.
what a dreadful face will nature wear !
hor.id will thefe lonefome feats appear1
ne’er would fee one kind refrefhing ray;
- would be ruin’d, but a different way, 365}
emn’d to light, and curs'd with endlefs day;
Id Icelandian defert one would grow ;
like Sicilian furnaces, would glow.
iat nature may this fatal error thua,
:, which will pleafe you beft, the earth or fun. 370
fay, from what great builder’s magazines
11 engines fetch, what ftrong, what vaft machines
E 2 ASANN
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Wiil vou employ to give this motion birth,
And whirl fo {wiftly round the fun or earth?
Yet, lcarned heads, by what mechanic laws
‘Will you of either orb this motion caufe ?
‘Why do they move? why in a circle 2 why
‘With fuch a meafure of velocity ?

Say, why the carth—if not the earth, the fun
Docs through his winding road the Zodiack run
‘Why do revolving orbs their tracks fublime
So conftant keep, that fince the birth of time
They never vary’d their accuftom’d place,
Nor loft a minute in fo long a race ?

But hold! perhaps I rudely prefs too far;
You are not versd in reafoning fo fevere.

‘To a firlt queftion your reply’s at hand ;

Afk but a fecond, and you fpeechlefs ftand,
You fwim at top, and on the furface ftrive,
But to the depths of nature never dive :

For if vou did, inftrutted you'd explore
Divine contrivance, and a God adore.

Yet fons of art one curious piece devife,
From whole conftruéture motion fhall arife,
Machines, to all philofophers ’tis known,
Move by a foreign impulfe, not their own.
Then let Gailendus chufe what frame he pleafe,
By which to turn the heavenly orbs with eafe ;
Thoflc orbs muft reft, till by th’ exerted force
Of fome firft mover they begin their courfe =
Meer difpofition, meer mechanic are,

Can ncver motion to the globes impart ;
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d, if they could, the marks of wife defign

that contrivance would confpicuous fhine.

efe queftions ftill recur: we ftill demand, 405
1at moves them firft, and puts them off at hand?

1at makes them this one way their race direét,

rile they a thoufand other ways rejeét ? }
1y do they never once their courfe infleét ?
1y do they roll with fuch an equal pace,. 410

d to a moment flill perform their race ?
1y carth or fun diurnal ftages keep?
“piral tracks why through the zodiac creep ?
10 can account for this, unlefs they fay
=fe orbs th’ Eternal Mind’s command obey, 415-
10 bad them move, did all their motions guide,
each its deftin’d province did divide ;
iich to compleat, he gave them motive power,
at fhall, as long as he does will, endure ?
“hus we the frame of na‘ure have expreft; 410
# view the earth in fiaifh’d beauty dreft;
: various fcenes, which varius charms difplay,
-ough all th’ exrended theatre furvey.
ee how {ublime th’ upliftcd mountains rife,
1 with their pointed heads invade the fkies ! 425
w the high clitfs their craggy arms extend,
tinguifh flates, and fever'd realms defend ! -
v ambicnt fhores coufine the refilefs decp,
1in their ancient bounds the billows keep 1
2 hollow-vales their fmiling pride unfeld ; 439‘
12t 11+ abuadance do their bofoms hold !
rard their lovely verdure, ravith'd view
: party-colout’d flowers of various hue !
E 3, Not .
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Not Eaftern monarchs, on their nuptial day, |
In dazzling gold and purple fhine fo gay 4 |
As the bright narives of th’ unlabour’d field, |
Unvertft in {pinning, and in looms unfkill’d.
Sce, how the ripening fruits the gardens crown, ’
Imbibe the fun, and make his light their own!!
Sce the fweet brocks in filver mazes creep, 44
Larich the meadows, and fupply the deep;
Whiic from their weeping uras the feuntains fow,
And vital moifture, where they pafs; beftow !
Admire the narrow ftream, and fpreading lake,
The proud afpiring grove, and humble brake: 4
How do the forefts and the weods delight !
How the fweet glade: and openings charm the fight!
Obferve the pleafant lawn and airy plain,
The fertile furrews rich with various grain ;
How ufcful all! how all confpire to grace !
Th’ extended earth, and beautify her face !
Now, fee, with how much art the parts are made;

With how much wifdom are the ftrata laid,
Gf different weight, and of a different kind,
Of fundry forms, for fundry cnds defign’d } 45
Here in their beds the finith’d minerals reft,
There the rich wombs the fecds of gold digeft.
Here in fit moulds, to Indian nations kpown,
Are caft the feveral kinds of precious ftone ;
The diamond lere, by mighty monarchs worn, 460
Fair as the ftar that beautifies the morn ;
And, fplendid by the fun’s embody’d ray,
The rubies there their erimfon light difplay ;

4 Thre




CREATION. Bookl 55

‘There marble’s various colour’d véins are fpread;
Here of bitumen unétuous ftores are bred. - 465
‘What fkill on all its furface is beftow’d,
‘To make the earth for man a fit abode !
‘The upper moulds, with attive {pirits ftor’d, -
And rich in verdant progeny, afford '
The flowery pafture, and the fhady wood, 470
To-men their phyfick, and to beafts. their food. )
Proceed yet farther, and a profpeét take
Of the {wift ftream, and of the ftanding lake.
Had not the deep been form’d, thar might contain
All the colle&ted treafures of the main, 475 -
‘The earth had ftill o’erwhelm’d with water ftood,
To man an uninhabitable flood.
Yet had riot part as kindly ftaid behind, -
In the wide cifterns of the lakes confind, -
Did not the fprings and rivers drench the land, 480
Our globe would grow a wildernefs of fand;
The plants and groves, the tame and favage beaft,:
And man, their lord, would die with drought oppreft.
Now, as you fee, the floaing element
Part loofe in ftreams, part in the ocean pent, 483
So wifely is difpos’d, as may conduce
To man’s delight, or necetlary ufe.
See how the mountains in the midit divide
The nobleft regions, that from either fide
The ftreams, which to the hills their currents owe;
May every way along the valley flow,
And verdant wealth on all the foil beltow | *
So Atlas and the mountains of the moon, .

From north to. fouth, in lofty ridges.run
E.4 . © Througw
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Through Afric rcalms, whence falling waters lave 495

Th’ inferior regions with a winding wave.

They various rivers give to various foil,

Niger to Guinea, and to Agypt Nile.

So from the towering Alps, on different fides,

Diffolving fnows defcend in numerous tides, 5o

Which in the vale bencath their partics join ’

To form the Rhore, the Danube, and the Rhine.

So Caucafus, afpiing Taurus fo,

And fam’d Imails, ever white with fnow,

Through eaftern climes their lofty lines extend, 505

And this and that way ample currents fend.

A thoufand rivers make tl.ir crooked way,

And difembogue their floods into the fea;

Whence fhould they ne’er by fecret roads retire,

And to the Lills, from whence they came, afpire; 510

They by their conftant fireams would fo encreafe

The watery ftores, and raife fo high the feas,

That the wide hpllow would not long contain

T’ uncqual treafures of the fwelling main;

Scorning the mounds which now its tide withftand, g15

The fea would pafs the fhores, and drown the land.
Tecll, by what paths, what fubterranean ways,

Back to the fountain’s head the fca conveys
The refluent rivers, and the land repays?
Tell, what f{uperior, what controling caufc 520

Makes watcers, in contempt of nature’s laws,
Climb up, and gzin th’ afpiring mountains height,
Swift and forgetful ¢! their native weight?

- What
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‘What happy works, what engines under-ground,

What inftruments of curious art are found,
Which muft with everlafting labour play,
Back to their fprings the rivers to convey,
And keep their correfpondence with the fea ?

57

525

J

Perhaps you °ll fay, their ftreams the rivers owe

In part to rain, in part to melting {now ;

And that th’ attralted watery vapours rife

From lakes and feas, and fill the lower fkies =

" Thefe when condens’d the airy region pours

On the dry earth in rain, or gentle thowers;
Th’ infinuating drops fink through the fand,
And pafs the porous ftrainers of the land;
‘Which freth fupplies of watery riches bring
To cvery river’s head, to each exhaufied {pring;
‘The ftreams are thus, their lofes to repair,
Back to their fource tranfmitted through the air;
The waters ftill their circling courfe maintain,
Flow down in rivers, and return in rain;

And on the foil with heat immoderate dry’d,
To which the rain’s pure treafures are deny’d,
The mountains more {ublime in ather rife,
Transfix the clouds, and tower amidft the fkies;
The fnowy fleeces, which their heads involve,
S:ill ftay in part, and ftill in part diffolve;
Torrents and loud impctuous cataralls

530

53%

540

545

Through roads abrupt, and rude unfafhion’d tralts, 5o

Roll down the lofty mountain’s channel’d fides,
And to the vale convey their foaming tides ;
At length, to make their various currents one,
The congregated floods together run ;

Thele
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Thefe cenfluent fireams make fome great river’s head,.
By ftores ftill melting and defcending fed ;
Thus from th’ afpiring mountains of the moon
lefolvmg treafures rufh in torrents down,
Which pafs the fun-burnt realms and fandyv foil,
And blefs th’ Zgyptian nation with their Nile ; <60
"Then whofoe’er his fecret rife would know,
Muft climb the hills, and trace his head in frow;
And through the Rhine, the Danube, and the Rhone,
All ample rivers of our milder zone,
While they advarce along the flats and plains, 565
Spread by the fhowers augmented, and the rains ;
Yet thefe their fource and firft beginning owe
‘To ftores, that from the Alpine mountains flow ;
Hence, when the fhows in winter ceafe to weep,
And undiffolv’d their flaky texture keep, 70
The banks with cafe their humble ftreams contain,
Which fwell in fummer, and thofe banks difdain.
Be this account allow’d, fay, do not here
Th’ impreflions of confummate art appear?

In every fpacious realm a rifing ground, 57
Obfervers tell, is in the middle found ;
That all the ftreams, which flow from cither fide,
May through the valleys unobftruéted glide.
What various kingdoms does the Danube lave,
Bcfore the Euxine fea reccives its wave ! %0
How many nations of the fun-burnt foil
Fam’d Niger blefs ! how many drink the Nilel
Through what vaft regions near the rifing fun
Docs Indus, Ganges, and Hydafpes, run !

vy

What
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What happy empires, wide Euphrates, teem, 58g
And pregnant grow by thy prolific ftream !
How many fpacious countries does the Rhine,
In winding banks, and mazes ferpentinc,
Traverfe, before he fplits in Belgia’s plain,
And loft in fand creeps to the Germain main ! 590
Floods which through Indian realms their courfe purfue,
That Mexico enrich, and wafh Peru,
With their unwearied ftreams yet farther pafs,
Before they reach the fea, and end their race.
And fince the rivers and the floods demand, 595
For their defcent, a prone and finking land,
Does not this due declivity declare
A wifc Direftor’s providential care ?

See, how the ftreams advancing to the main
Through crooked channels draw their cryftal train! oo
While lingering thus they in meanders glide,

They fcatter verdant life on either fide.
The valleys fmile, and with their flowery face
And wealthy births confefs the floods embrace.
But this great blefling would in part be loft, 603
Nor would the meads their blooming plenty boaft;
Did uncheck'd rivers draw their fluid train
In lines direét, and rapid feek the main.
The fea does next demand our view ; and there
" No lefs the marks of perfeét fkill appear. 610
When firft the atoms to the congrefs came,
And by their concourfe form’d the mighty frame,
What did the liquid to th’ affembly call,
To give their aid to form the ponderous ball ?

Tal,
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Firft, tell us, why did any come? next, why 613
In fuch a difproportion to the dry 2
‘Why were the moift in number fo outdone,
That to a thoufand dry, they are but one?
‘When they united, and together clung,
‘When undiftinguifh’d in one heap they bung, 1620
How was the union broke, the Mot unty’d,
What did th’ entangled elements divide ?
Why did the moift disjoin’d, without refpeét
To their lefs weight, the loweft feat elet ?
Could they difpenfe to lie below the land, 625
‘With nature’s law, and unrepeal’d command;
‘Which gives to lighter things the greateft height,
And feats inferior to fuperior weight ?
Did they forefee, unlefs they lay fo low,
The reftlefs flood the land would overflow, 630}
By which the delug’d earch would ufelefs grow ?
‘What, but a confcious agent, could provide
The fpacious hollow, where the waves refide 2
Where, bar’d with rock, and fenc’d with hills, the deep
Does in its womb the floating treafures keep ; 635"
And all the raging regiments reftrain
In ftated limits, that the {welling main .
May not in triumph o'er the frontier ride,
And through the land licentious {pread its tide ?
What other caufe the frame could fo contrive, 640
That, when tempeftuous winds the ocean drive,
They cannot break the tye, nor difunite
The waves, which roll conneted in their flight ?
Their
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“Their bands, though flack, no diffolution fear,

“Th’ unfever'd parts the greateft preffure bear, 64.5}

Though loofe, and fit to flow, they ftill cohere.

This apt, this wife contexture of the fea,

Makes it the fhips driv’n by the winds obey ;

“‘Whence hardy merchants fail from fhore to fhore,

Bring Indian {pices home, and Guinea’s ore. 650
When you with liquid flores have fill'd the deep,

‘What does the flood from putrefaétion keep ?

Should it Iie ftagnant in its ample feat,

"The fun would through it {pread deftrutive heat.

The wife Contriver, on his end intent, 653

Careful this fatal error to prevent,

And keep the waters from corruption free,

Mixt them with falt, and feafon’d all the fea.

What other caufe could this effeft produce? .

The brackifh tinéture through the main diffufe? 660

You, who to folar beams this tafk affign,

To fcald the waves, and turn the tide to brine,

Refledt, that all the fluid ftores, which fleep

In the remoteft caverns of the deep,

Have of the briny force a greater thare, 665

“Than thofe above, that meet the ambient air,

Others, but oh how much in vain! ereé

Mountains of falt, the ocean to infeét.

“Who, vers’d in nature, can defcribe the land,

Or fix the place on which thofe mountains ftand ?  67e

‘Why have thote rocks fo long unwafted ftood,

Since, lavifh of their flock, they through the flood,

Have, ages paft, their melting cryftal fpred,

And with their fpoils the liquid regions fed ?
- Nex
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Yet more, the wife Contriver did provide, . 675
To keep the fea from ftagnating the tide ; }
‘Which now we fee advance, and now fublfide.

If you exclude this great Dire&ing Mind,

Declare what caufe of this effcct you find.

You who this globe round its own axis drive, 650
JFrom that rotation this event derive :

You fay, the fea, which with unequal pace

Attends the earth in this its rapid race,

Doces with its waves fail backward to the wett,

And, thence repell'd, advances to the caft : €Ss
While this revolving motion does endure,

The deep muft reel, and rufh from fhore to fhore :
Thus to the fetting, and the rifing {un,

Alternate tides in ftated order run.

" Th’ experiments you bring us, to cxp]ain 650
" This notion, arc impertinert and vain.

i An orb or ball round its own axis whirl;

],lﬂ Will rrot the miotion to a diftance hurl

:i . Whatever duft or fand you on it place,
H.{ And drops of water from its convex face ? 693
If this rotation does the feas affeét,
The rapid mction rather would ejeét
The ftores the low capacious caves contain,
And from its ample bafin cat the main ;
Aloft in air wonid make the ocear fiv, 7c0
And dafh its feziter'd waves againft the fky.
If you, to {olve th’ appearance, have recourfe
To the bright {un’s, or moon’s impulfive force;
Do you, who call for demeniiraticn, tell
How diftant orbs th’ obedicni flood imyed? 708
s
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This ftrong myfterious influence explain,

By which, to fwell the waves, they prefs the main,
But if you chufe magnetic power, and fay

Thoft bodies by attration move the fea;

Till with new light you make this fecret known, 710
And tell us how ’tis by attraétion done,

You leave the mind in darknefs ftill involv'd,

Nor have vou, like philofophers, refolv’d

The doubts, which we to rea{oning men refer,
-But with a cant of words abufe the ear. 713

Thofe, who affert the lunar orb prefides

O’er humid bLodies, and the ocean guides :

Whofe waves obfequious ebb, or fwelling run,

With the declining or increafing moon ;

‘With reafon feem her empire to maintain, 720
As miftrefs of the rivers and the main.

Perhaps her aétive influences caufe

Th’ alternate flood, and give the billow laws;

The waters feem her orders to obey,

And ebb and flow, determin’d by her fway. 728

Grant that the decp this foreign fovereign owns,

That mov’d by her it this and that way runs.

Say, by what force fhe makes the ocean {well,

Does fhe attraét the waters, or impel ?

How does fhe rule the rolling waves, and guide 730
By fixt and conftant laws the reftlefs tide 2

Why does fhe dart her force to that degree,

As gives fo juft a motion to the fea,

That it thould low no more, no more retire,

‘Than pature’s various ufeful ends require ? 1nS
‘ A MNoed
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A Mind Supreme you therefore muft approve,
‘Whofe high command caus’d matter firft to move:
Who ftill preferves its courfe, and, with refpect )
‘To his wife ends, all motions does direct.

He 1o the filver moon this province gave,

And fixt het empire o’er the briny wave ;

"Endued her with fuch juft degrees of power,

As inight his aims and wife defigns procure,
Might agitate and work the troubled deep,

And rolling waters from corruption keep,

But not impel them o’er their bounds of fand,
Nor force the wafteful deluge ojer the land.

CRE.
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CREATTITON

B OOK II.

THE ARCUMENT.

TIE Introdu@ien. The numerous and important
bleflings of religion. The exiftence of a God de-
monftrated, from the wifdom and defign which ap-
pear in the motions of the heavenly orbs ; but mose
particularly in the folag fyftem. I. In the fituation
of the fun, and its duc diftance from the earth, The
fatal confequences of its having been placed other-
wife than it is. II. In its diurnal motion,.whence
the change of day and night proceeds : then in its
annual motion, whence arife the different degrees of
heat and cold. The confinement of the fun between
the tropicks, not to'be accounted for by any philofo-
phical hypothefis. . The difficulties of the fame, if
the earth moves, and the fun refts. The {pring of the
fun’s motion, not to be explained by any itreligious
philofophy. The conterplation of the folar light,
and the ufes made of it for the end propofed. The
appearances in the folar {vftem not to_be folved, but
by aﬂ'cnin%_l God. The fyftems of Prolomy, Co-

micus, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler, confidered.
gshc folar fyftem defcribed, and compared with the -

fixed ftars, which are fuppofed centres of the like

fyftems. Refleftions on that comparifon. "The hv-
F potnehs
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vothefis of Epicurus, in relation to the motiol
tie fun. Wildem and dcfign difcovered in the
in its ufeful ftrulture, its eiaflicity, irs vaijcus
weors; the wind, the rain, thunder, and light
A fhort contemplation of the vegerable kind.

C ARUS, by hardy Epicurus taughe,
Fiom Greece to Rome lis impious fyftem brou

Then war with Heaven he did infulting ;\'agc, »
And breath'd againft the Gods immorzal rage :
See, he exclaims, the fource of all our woe !
Our fears and fufferings from Rcligion flow.

We grant, a train of mifchicfs oft’ proceeds
From fuperflitious rites and penal creeds ;
But view Religion in her native charms,
Difperfing bleffings with indulgent arms,

From her fair cyes what heavenly rays are fpread |
What blooming jovs fmile reund ber blifsful head!
Ottspring divine | by thee we blefs the Caufe,

Who form'd the world, and rules it by his laws ;

His independent being we adore,

Extoll his goodnefs, and revere his power ;

Our wondering eyes his high perfetions view,

The lofty contemplation we purfue,

Till ravifh'd we the great idea find,

Shining in bright imnpreifions on our mind.
Infpird by thee, gueﬁ'of celeftial race,

With generous love, we human-kind embrace ;

We provocations unprovek'd receive,

Patier« of wrong, and caiv to forgive ;

Pro»
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Proteét the orphan, plead the widow’s caufe, 25
Nor deviate from the line unerring juftice draws.

Thy luftre, bleft effulgence, can difpell

‘The clouds of error, and the gloom of hell ;

Can to the foul impart etherial light,

Give life divine and intelle€tual fight 30
Before our ravifh’d eyes thy beams difplay

‘The opening fcenes of blifs, and endlefs day ;

By which incited, we with ardour rife,

Scorn this inferior ball, and claim the fkies.

Tyrants to thee a change of nature owe, 35
Difmifs their torturcs, and indulgent grow.
Ambitious conquerors in their mad career,

Check’d by thy voice, lay down the fword and fpear.
“The boldeft champions of impiety,

Scornful of Heaven, fubdued or won by thee, 40
Before thy hallow’d altars bend the knee;

Joofe wits, made wife, a public good become,

"The fons of pride an humble mien affyme;

"The profligate in morals grow fevere,

Defrauders juft, and fycophants fincere. 45

‘With amorous Janguage and bewitching {miles,
Accrallive airs, and all the lover’s wiles,

"Xhe fair Agyptian Jacob’s fon carels'd,
Eung on his neck, and languifh’d on his breaft;
Courted with freedom now the beauteous flave, 59
Now flattering fued, and threatening now did rave :
But not the various eloquence of love,
WNor power enrag’d, could his fix'd virtue move.
Bee, aw'd by Heaven, the blooming Hebrew fiies
Eer artful tongue, and more perfuafive eyes;

T ’ F 2 b3
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And, fpringing from her difappointed arms,
Prefers a dungeon to forbidden charms.
Stedfaft in virtue’s and his country’s caufe,
Th’ illuftrious founder of the Jewith laws,
‘Who, taught by Heaven, at genuine greatnefs aim’
With worthy pride imperial blood difclaim’d ;
Th’ alluring hopes of Pharoah’s throne refign'd,
And the vain pleafures of a court declin’d,
Pleas’d with obfcure recefs, to eafe the pains
Of Jacob’s race, and break their fervile chains; ¢
Such generous minds are form’d, where bleft Religic
Ye friends of Epicures, look around, [reigr
All nature view with marks of prudcnce crownd,
Mind the wifc ends, which proper means promots ;
See how the difterent parts for ditferent ufe are wrou
Contemplate all this conduét and defign,
Then own, and praife, th’ Artificer Divine.
Regard the orbs fublime in zther borne,
Which the blue regions of the fkics adorn ;

 Compar’d with whofe extent, this low-hung ball,

Shrunk to a point, is defpicably {mall :

Their nurhber, counting thofc th’ unaided eye
Can fee, or by invented tubes defery,

With thofe which in the adverfe hemifphere,
Or near each pole to lands remote appear,

The wideft firetch of human thought exceeds,
And in th’ attentive mind amazement breeds :
While thefe fo numerous, and fo vaft of fize,
In various ways roll threugh the tracklefs fkies;
Through crofling roads perplext and intricate,
Perform their flages, and their rounds repeat ;
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None by collifion from their courfe are driven,
No fhocks, no conflits, break the peace of heaven;
No fhatter’d globes, no glowing fragments fall,
No worlds o%rturn’d crufh this terreftrial ball ; 99
In beauteous order all the orbs advance,
And, in thcir mazy complicated dance,
Not in one part of all the pathlefs fky
Did any ever halt, or ftep awry.

~ When twice ten thoufand men depriv'd of fight 93
“To fome wide vale direét their footfteps riglit ;
Shall there a various figur’d dance effay,
Move by jult fteps, and meafur'd time obey ;
Shall crofs cach other with unciring feet,
Never miftake their place, and never meet; 100
Nor fhall in many ycars the leaft decline
From the fame ground, and the fame winding linc :
‘Then may in various roads the orhs above,
‘Without a guide, ip perfeét concord move ;
‘Then beauty, order, and harmorious laws, 103
May not require a wife Direéling Caufe.

See, how th’ indulgent father of. the day

At fuch due diftance does his bzams difplay,
‘That he his heat may give to fea and land,
10 juft degrees, as all their wants demandl 110
But had he, in th’ unmeafurable fpace
Of =ther, chofen a remoter place;

For inftance, pleas’d with that fuperior feat
Where Saturn, or where Jove, their courfe repeat;
Or had he happen’d farther yet to 'ic T
1a the more diftant quaiters of the ky;

Fj Now
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How fad, how wild, how exquifite a fcene

Of defolation, had this planet been !

A walteful, cold, untrodden wildernefs,

The gloomy haunts of horror and diftrefs:
Inftead of woods, which crown the mountain’s
And the gay honours of the verdant mead ;
Inftead of golden fruits, the garden’s pride,
By genial fhowers and folar heat f@pply’d ;
Icelandian cold, and Hyperborean fnows,
Ecternal froft, with ice that never flows,
Unfufferable winter, had defac’d

Earth’s blooming charms, and made a barren w

'No mild indulgent gales would gently bear,

On their foft wings, fweet vapours through the
‘The balmy fpoils of plants, and fragrant flowe.
Of aromatic groves, and myrtle bowers,
‘Whofe odoriferous exhalations fan
The flame of life, and recreate beaft and man ;
But ftorms, ev’n worfe than vex Norwegian wa
That breed in Scythia’s hills, or Lapland caves,
Would through this bleak terreftrial defart blov
Glaze it with ice, or whelm it o’er with fnow.
Or had the fun, by like unhappy fate,
Elected to the earth a nearer feat,
His beams had cleft the hill, the valley dry'd,
Exhal'd the lake, and drain’d the briny tide:
A heat, fuperior far to that which broils
Bornéo, or Sumatra, Indian ifles; .
Than that which ripens Guinea’s golden ore,
Or buras the Libyan hind, or tans the Moor ;
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Had laid all nature wafte, and turn’d the land
‘T'o hills of cinders, and to vales of fand :
No beafts could then have rang’d the leaflefs wood,
Nor finny nations cut the boiling flood ; 150
Birds had not beat the airy road, the {wains
No flocks had tended on the ruffet plains.
Thus, had the fun’s bright orb been more remote,
The cold had kill'd ; and, if more ncar, the droughe.
Next fee, Lucretian fages, fee the fun 15§
His courfe diurnal and his annual run.
How in his glorious race he moves along,
Gay as a bridegroom,- as a giant ftrong.
How his unvary’d labour he repeats,
Returns at morning, and at eve retreats ; 160
And, by the diftribution of his light,
Now gives to man the day, and now the night;
Night, when the drow{y fwain and traveller ceafe
T heir daily toil, and footh their limbs with cafe ;
When all the weary fons of woe reftrain
Their yielding cares with flumber’s filken chain, }
Solace fad grief, and lull reluctant pain.
And while the fun, ne’er covetous of reft,
Flies with fuch rapid fpeed from caft to weft,
In tracks oblique he through the zodiac rolls, 170
Between the northern and the fouthern poles:
From which revolving progrefs through the fkies,
The needful feafons of the year arife.
And as he now advances, now retreats,
Whence winter colds proceed, and fummer heats, 173
He qualifies and cheers the air by wrns,

Which winter freezes, and which fummer burns.
F 4 T\
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Thus his kind rays the two extremes reduce,
And keep a temper fit for nature’s ufe.
The froft and drought, by this alternatec power, 182
"Fhe earth’s prolific energy reftore.
The lives of man and beaft demand the change ;
Hence fowls the air, and fith the ocean, range,
Of heat and cold this juft fucceflive reign, .
Which does the'balance of the year maintain, 185
The gardener’s hope and farmer’s patience props,
Gives vernal verdure, and autumnal crops.
Should but the fun his duty once forget,
Noi {rom the rorth, nor from the fouth, retreat;
Shouid not the beamns revive, and footh the foil, 190
Meilow the furrow for the ploughman’s toil ;
A teeming vigour fhould they not diffufe,
Feiment the glebe, and genial pirits loofe,
Whiclt lay imprifon'd in the flitfen’d ground,
Congeal'd with cold, in frofty fetrers bound ; 198
Ut:fiuisful Earth her wretched fate wouid mourn,
No prrafs would cloath the plains, 1o fruit the trees adorn.
But did tie lingering orb much longer ftay,
Uminindful of his courfe, and crooked way ;
[y earth, of dews defrauded, would deteft 200
The fazal favoar of th’ effulgent gueft ;
To difiant worlds implore him to repair,
Acd free from noxioas beams the fultry airs
His ravs, productive now of wealth and joy, }
205

Would then the pafture and che hills annoy,
Aind witk 1co great induigence would deftroy :
ixvain she labouring hind would il the land,

ip the glebe, and fow his feed in fand ¢

The
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The meads would erack, in want of binding dews,
Tlie channels would th’ exhaling river lofe : 210
While in their haunts wild beafts expiring lie,
The panting herds would on the pafture die.
But now the fun at neither tropick ftays
A longer time thah his alternate rays
In fuch proportion licat and luftre give, 218
As do not ruin nature, but revive.

When the bright orb, to folace Southern feats,
Inverts his courfe, and from the North retreats;
As he advances, his indulgent beam
Makes the glad earth with freth corceptions teem; 220
Reftores their leafy honours to the woods,
Flowers to the banks, and freedom to the floods j
Unbinds the turf, exhilarates the plain,
Brings back his labour, and recruits the fwain;
Through all the foil a genial ferment fpreads, 225
Regenerates the plants, and new adorns the rmeads.
The birds on branches perch’d, or on the wing,
At nature’s verdant reftoration fing, }
And with melodious lay falute the fpring.

The heats of fummer benefits produce 230
Of equal number, and of equal ufe :
‘The fprouting births, and beautcous vernal bloom,
By warmer rays to ripe perfe&ion come;
TN auftere and ponderous juices they fublime,
Make them afcend the porous foil, and clitnb 2 35 }
The orange-tree, the citron, and the litne ;
Which, drirk in plenty by the thirfty root,
Break forth in painted flowers, and golden fruijt «

They
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They explicate the leaves, and ripen food
For the filk-labourers of the mulberry wood; 240
And the fweet liquor on the cane beftow,
From which prepar'd the lufcious fugars flow ;
With generous juice enrich the fpreading vine,
And in the grape digeft the fprightly wine.
The fragrant trees, which grow by Indian floods, 245
And in Arabia’s aromatic woods,
Owe all their {pices to the fummer’s heat,
Their gummy tears, and odorifcrous fweat.
Now the bright fun compacts the precious flone,
Imparting radiant luftre, like bis own : 250
He tin€tures rubies with their rofy hue,
And on the fapphire fpreads a heavenly blue ;
For the proud monarch’s dazzling crown prepares
Rich orient pearl, and adamaatine flars.

Next autumn, when the fun’s withdrawing ray
‘The night enlarges, and contraéls the day,
To crown his labour, to the farmer yiclds
The yellow treafures of his fruitful fields;
Ripens the harvedt for the crooked fteel
{ While bending ftalks the rural weapon feel) ; 260
“The fragrant fruit for the nice palate fits,
And to the prefs the fivelling grape fubmits,

At length, forfaken by the folar rays,
Sece, drooping Nature fickens and decays; }
While Wiater all his fnowy flores difplays, 265
In hoary triumph unmolefied reigas
O'er bunien hills, and bleak untrodden plains ;
Hardens the glebe, the fhady grove deforms,
Fetters the floods, and fhakes the air with ftorms,

Now
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Now a&ive fpirits are reftrain’d with cold, 270

And prifons, cramp’d with ice, the genial captiv es hold.

The meads their owery pride no longer wear,

And trees extend their naked arms in air;

The frozen furrow, and the fallow field,

Nor to the fpade, nor to the harrow, yield. 273
Yet in their turn the fnows and frofts produce

Various effe&ts, and of important ufe.

Th’ intemperate heats of fummer are control’d

By winter’s rigour, and inclement cold,

Which checks contagious fpawn, and noxious fteams,

The fatal offspring of immoderate beams ;

‘Th’ exhaufted air with vital nitre fills,

Infetion ftops, and deaths in embryo kills ;

Conftrains the glebe, keeps back the hurtful weed,

And fits the furrow for the vernal feed. 28
The fpirits now, as faid, imprifon’d ftay,
‘Which elfe, by warmer fun-beams drawn away, }
‘Would roam in air, and diffipated ftray.

Thus are the winter frofts to nature kind,
Frofts, which reduce exceffive heats, and bind 290
Prolific ferments in refiftlefs chains,
Whence parent earth her fruitfulnefs maintains,
‘To compafs all thefe happy ends, the fun
In winding trafls does through the zodiac run.
You, who fo much are vers'd in caufes, tell, 295
‘What from the tropicks can the fun repel ?
‘What vigorous arm, what repercuffive blow,
Bandies the mighty globe ftill to and fro,
Yet with fuch condu&, fuch unerring art,
He never did the tracklefs road defert? ECCN
2 Wy
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Why does he never in his fpiral race
. The tropicks or the polar circles pafs ?
‘What gulphs, what mounds, what terrours, can con
The ruthing orb, and make him backward roll 2
‘Why thould he halt at either ftation ? why
Not forward run in unobftruftive tky ?
Can he not pafs an aftronomic line ?
Or does he dread th’ imaginary fign; -
That he fliould ne’er advance to cither pole,
Nor farther yet in liquid ®ther roll,
Till he has gain’d fome unfrequented place,
Toft to the world in vall unmeafur'd fpace 3
If to the old you the new fchools prefer,
And to the fam'd Copernicus adhere ;
If you clteem that fuppofition beft,
Which moves the earth, and leaves the fun at reft;
With a new veil your ignorance you hide,
Still is the knot as hard to bs anty’d ;
You change your fcheme, but the old doubts rema
And fiill vou leave th’ enquiring mind in pain.
This problem, as philofophers, rcfolve :
What makes the globe from Weft to Eaft revolve
What is the ftrong impulfive caufe declare,
Which roils the ponderous orb fo fwift in air 2
‘To your vain anfwer will you have recousfe,
Anrd tell us tis ingenite, altive foree,
Mobility, or native power to move,
Words which mean nothing, and cen nothing pro
That moving power, that force innate explain,
Or your grave anfivers arc abfurd and vain ;
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We no folution of our queftion find ;
Your words bewilder, not direét the mind.
If you, this rapid motion to procure,
For the hard tafk employ magnetic power,
‘Whether that power you at the centre place, 338

Or in the middle regions of the mafs,

Or clfe, as fome philofophers affert,

You give an equal fhare to every part,

Have you by this the caufe of motion thown?

After explaining, is it not unknown ? 340

Since you pretend, by reafon’s ftriteft laws,

Of an effe&t to manifeft the caufe; -

Nature, of wonders fo immenfe a field,

Can none more ftrange, nonc more myfterious yield,

None that eludcs fagacious reafon more 345

Than this-obfcure, inexplicable power.

Since you the {pring of motion cannot fhow,

Be juft, and faultlefs ignorance allow;

Say, ’tis obedience to th’ Almighty nod,

‘That *tis the will, the power, the hand of God.  3¢0
Philofophers of fpreading fame are found,

Who by th’ attration of the orbs around

Would move the carth, and make its courfe obey

‘The fun’s and moon’s inpyitable fway.

Some from the preffure and impelling force 353

Of heavenly bodies would derive its courfe;

Whillt in the dark and difficulk difpuee

All are by turns confuted, and confute ;

Each can fubvert th’ opponent’s fcheme, ‘but none

Has ftrengh of reafon to fupport his own. %o

T
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The mind employ'd in fearch of fecret things,
To find out motion’s caufe and hidden {prings,
Through all th’ etherial regions mounts on high,
Views all the fpheres, and ranges all the iky;
Searches the orbs, and penetrates the air
W ith unfuccefsful toil, and fruitlefs care ;

Till, flepp’d by awful heights, and gulphs immen
Of Wifdom, and of vaft Omnipotence,

She trembling ftands, and does in wonder gaze,
Loft in the wide inextricable maze.

See, how the fun does on the middle fhine,
And round the globe defcribe th’ zquator line ;
By which wifc means he can the whole furvey
With a diredt, or with a flanting ray,

In the fucceffion of a night and day.

Had the North pole been fixt beneath the fun,

To Southern realms the day had been unknown:

If the South pole had gain’d that nearer feat,

The Northern climes had met as hard a fate.

And fince the-fpace, that lies on either fide

The folar orb, is without limits wide ;

Grant that the fun had happen'd to prefer

A fear afcant but one diameter,

Loft to the light by that unhappy place

This globe had lain a frozen, loncfome mafs.
Behold the light emitted from the fun,

What more familiar, and what more unknown !

While by its fpreading radiance it reveals

All nature’s face, it ftill itfelf conceals.

See how each morn it does its beams difplay,

And on its golden wings bring back the day !
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How foon th’ effulgent emanations fty

Through the blue gulph of interpofing fky!

How foon their luftre all the region fills,

Smiles on the vallies, and adorns the hills !

Millions of miles, fo rapid is their race,

To cheer the earth, they in few moments pafs.

Amazing progrefs ! At its utmoft ftretch,

‘What human mind can this fivift motion reach ?

But if, to fave fo quick a flight, you fay

The ever-rolling orb’s impulfive ray

O the next threads and filaments does bear

Which form the fpringy texture of the air,

‘That thofe ftill ftrike the next, till to the fight

The quick vibration propagates the light ;

*Tis (till as hard, if we this fcheme believe,

‘The caufe of light’s fwift progre(s to conceive.
With thought from prepoffeffion free, reflet

On folar rays, as they the fight refpeét.

‘The beams of light had been in vain difplay’d,

Had not the eye been fit for vifion made :

In vain the Author had the eye prepar’d

‘With fo much fkill, had not the light appear’d.
The old and new aftronomers in vaia

Attempt the heavenly motions to explain.

Firft Prolomy his fcheme celeftial wrought,

And of machines a wild provifion brought :

Orbs centric and eccentric he prepares,

Cycles and epicycles, folid fpheres,

In order plac’d, and with bright globes inlaid,

To folve the tours by heavenly bodies made.
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But fo perplext, fo intricate a frame,
The latter ages with derifion name.
The comets, which at feafons downward tend,
Then with their flaming equipage afcend ;
Venus, which in the purlicus of the {fun
Does now above him, now beneath him, run ;
The ancient {truéture of the heavens fubvert,
Rear'd with vaft labour, but with little art.

‘Copernicus, who rightly did condemn
This eldeft fyftem, form’d a wifer {cheme ;
In which he leaves the fun at reft, and rolls
‘The orb terreftrial on its proper poles ;
‘Which makes the night and day by this carecr,
And by its flow and crooked courfe the ycar.
The famous Dane, who oft’ the modern guides,
‘To carth and fun their provinces divides :
The earth’s rotation makes the night and day;
The fun revolving through th’ ecliptic way
Effe&ts the various feafons of the year,
‘Which in their turn for happy ends appear.
‘This {cheme or that, which pleafes beft, embrace,
Still we the Fountain of their motion trace.

Kepler afferts thefe wonders may be done
By the magnetic virtue of the fun,
Which he, to gain his end, thinks fit to place
Full in the centre of that mighty {pace,
Which does the fpheres, where planets roll, includ
And leaves him with attra&ive force endued.
The fun, thus fcated, by mechanic laws,
The earth and every diftant planet draws ;

]
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By which attrattion all the planets, found
Within his reach, are turn’d in zther round.
If all thefe rolling orbs the fun obey,
Who holds his empire by magnetic {way ; 455
Since all are guided with an equal force,
Why are they fo unequal in their courfe ?
" Saturn in thirty years his ring compleats,
‘Which fwifter Jupiter in twelve repeats.
Mars three and twenty months revolving fpends; 460
The Earth in twelve Ler annual jouraey ends.
Venus, thy race in twice four months is run;
For his, Mercurius three demands; the Moon }
Her revolution finifhes in one.
If all at ance are mov’d, and by one fpring ; 465
‘Why fo unequal is their dnnual ring ?
1f fome, you fay, preft with a ponderous load
Of gravity, move flower in their road,
Becaufe, with weight encumber’d and oppreft,
Thefe fluggith orbs th’ attradlive fun refift; 470
‘T'ill you can weight and gravity explain,
‘Thofc words are infignificant and vain.
If planetary orbs the Sun obey,
‘Why fhould the Moon difown his fovereign fway ?
‘Why in a whirling eddy of her own 475
Around the glube terreftrial fhould fhe run?
This difobedience of the Moon will prove
‘The Sun’s bright orb does not the planet move.
Fhilofophers may fpare their toil; in vain
‘Tlicy form new fchemes, and rack their thoughtful
brain, 480
“The caufe of heavenly motions to explain :
G I\\.‘ e
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After their various unfuccefsful ways,

Their fruitlefs labour, and inept eflays,

No cauft of thofc appearances they 11 find,

But Power exerted by th’ Eternal Mind 3

‘Which through their roads the orbs celeftial drive
And this or that detcrmin’d motion gives.

The Mind Supreme does all his worlds control,
Which by his order this and that way roll;

From him they take 4 dclegated force,

And by his high command maintain their courfe;
By laws decreed ere fleeting time begun,

In their fixt limits they their ftages run.

But if the Earth, and each erratic world,
Around their Sua their proper centre whirl’d,
Compofe but one extended vaft machine,

And trom one fpring their motions all begin ;
Does not {o wide, fo intricate a frame,

Yet {o harmonious, fovereign art proclaim ?

Ts it a proof of judgment to invent

A work of fphcrés involv’d, which reprefent

‘The fituation of the orbs above,

Their fize and number thew, and how they move?
And does not in the orbs themfelves appear

A great contrivance, and defign as clear 2

This wide machine the univerfe regard,

With how much {kill is each apartmcnt-rcar’d!
The Sun, a globe of fire, a glowing mafs,

Hotter than meltiag flint, or fluid glals,

Of this our {y{tem holds the middle place, {S
Mercurius, nearefl to the central Sun,

Does in an oval orbit circling run;
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But rarely is the objeét of our fight
In folar glory funk, and more preyailing light.

" Venus the next, whofe lovely bearms adorn 518
As well the dewy eve, as opening morn, }
Does her fair orb in beauteous order turn.

The Globe Terreftrial nexe, with flanting poles,

And all its ponderous load, unwearied rolls.

Then we behold bright planetary Jove ’ 520
Sublime in air through his wide province move ;

Four fecond plancts his dominion own,

And round him turn, as round the Earth the Moon.
Saturn, revolving in the higheft fphere,

With lingering labour finithes his year. . s28

Yet is this mighty fyftem, which contains
So many worlds, fuch vaft etherial plains,
Bur one of thoufands, which compofe the whole,
Perhaps as glorious, and of worlds as full.
‘The ftars, which grace the high expanfion, bright 530
"By their own beams, and unprecarious ligh,
‘Though fome near neighbours feem, and fome difplay
United luitre in the milky way,
At a vaft diftance from each other lie,
Sever'd by fpacious voids of liquid fky. 535
All thefe illuftrious worlds, and many more,
‘Which by the_tube aftronomers explgre;
And millions which the glafs can ne’er defery,
Loft in the wilds of vaft immentity;
Are funs, are centres, whofc {fuperior fway 540
Planets of various magnitude obey.

If we with one clear compreheniive fight
Saw all thele fyftems, all thefe orbs of lighv y

G2
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If we their order and dependence knew,

Had all their motions and their ends in view,
VYith all the comets which in 2ther firay,

Yet conftant to their time, and to their way;
Which plane:s feem, though rarely they appear,
Rarelv approach the radtant fun fo near,

‘That his fair beams their atmofphere pervade,
“Whence their bright hair and flaming trains are -
Would not this view convincing marks impm
Of pecfedt prudence and ftupendous art ?

‘The mafters form'’d in Newton’s famous {choo
Who daes the ¢hief in modern fcienee rule,
Erc& their frhomes by mathematic laws,

And folve appearances with juft applaufe :
Thefe, who have Nature’s fleps with care purfue
That matter is with altive force endued, ?
Thar all its parts magnetic power exert,
And to each ozher gravitate, affert.

Wohile by this power they on each other a&t,
They are at once attrafted, and attralt.

Lefs bulky matter theréfore muft obey

Moxze bulky matter’s more engaging fivay ;
By this the fabrick they together hold,

By this the courft of heavenly orbs unfold.
Yet thefe fagacious fons of fcience own
Attrattive virtue is a thing unknown.

This wondrous power, they pioufly afere,
Th* Almighty Author did at firft impart

To matter in Jegrees, that might produce
The motions he defign’d for Nature’s ufe.,
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But, left we fhould not here due reverence pay
‘To learned Epicurus, fee the way 575
By which this reafoner, of fuch high renown,
Moves through th’ ecliptic road the roiling fun.
Oppreft with thirflt and heat, to adverfe feats.
By turns, fays he, the panting fun retreats
To flake his drought, his vigour to repair 5%
In fnowy climes, and frozen fields of air; i
Where the bright glutton revels without reft
On his cool banquet, and aérial feaft;
Still to and fro he does his light convey } .

J

Through the fame track, the fame unalter’d way, 585
Ot luxury intent, and eager of his prey.

But if the fun is back and forward roll'd,
To treat his thirfty orb with polar cold,
Say, is it not, good Epicurus, ftrange
He fhould not once beyond the tropic range, 500
Woiere he, to quench his drought fo much inclin'd,
May fnowy ficlds, and nitrous paftures find,
Meet ftores of cold fo greedily purfu’d,
And be refrefh’d with never-wafting food ¥

Sometimes this wondrous man is pleas’d to fay, ¢gg
This way and that ftrong blafts the fun convey :
A northern wind his orb with vigour drives,
Till at the fouthern tropic it arrives ;
‘Then, wanting breath, and with his toil oppreft,
He drops his wings, and leaves the air at reft; 6co
Frefh guflts, now {pringing from the fouthern pole,
Affault him there, and maké him backward roll.
Thus gales alternate through the zodiack blow -

*T he faling orb, aand waft him to and fro;
G3- _ Wil
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While Epicurus, bleft with thought refin'd,
Makes the vaft globe the paftime of the wind.
Were it not idle labour to confute
Notions fo wild, unworthy of di‘pute ;
I°d of the learned Epicurus afk,
If this werc for the winds a proper tafk 2
INuftrious fage, inform th’ enquirer, why
Still from one ftated point of all the fky
The fickle meteor thould the fun coavey,
Through th: fame flages of his fpiral way ?
Why in one path why with fuch cual pace, 6,
‘That he thould never mifs in all Lis race,
Cf time one minute, or one inch of fpace >
Remark the aii’s uanfparent elzment,
Its curious ftruture, and its vaft extent ¢
Its wondrous web proclaims the loom divine 3
ks threads, the hand that drew them out fo fae.
‘This thin contexture makes its bofom fic,
Celettial hear aad luftre to tranfinit ;
By which of foreign orbs the riches flow
On this dependent, ncedy ball below.
Obferve its parts link’d in fuch artful fore,
All are at once fupported, and fuppoit:
The colnnn pois’d fits hovering on our heads,
And a foft burden on our fhouldcrs fpreads ;
So the fide-arches all the weight {uftain,
We find no preilure, and we feel no pain ;
Still are the fubtile fhings in tenfion found,
Like thafe of lutes to juft proportion wouzd,
‘Which of the air’s vibration is the fource,
When it receives the firokes of foreign force,
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Let curious minds, who would the air infpe&, .
On its clattic energy refleét.
The fecret force through all the frame diffus’d,
By which its ftrings are from comprellion loos’d;
The fpungv parts, now to a flraiter feat 640
Aie forc d by cold, aad widen'd now by heat;
By turns they all exzend, by turns retire,
As Nature's various fervices require ;
‘They now expaad to fill an emptv fpace,

Now thrink to let a ponderous boly pafs, . b4s
If raging winds invade the atmofphere,

Their force its curious texture cianot tear, ?

Make no difruption in the threads of air; _s

Or if it does, thofe parts themfclves reftore,
Hecal their own wounds, and their own breaches cure.
Hence the melodious tenants of the fky,
‘Which haunt inferior feats, or foar on high,
With eafe through all the fluid region firay,
And through the wide expanfion wing their way ;
‘Whofe open methes let terreftrial fteams 65
Pafs through, entic’d away Lv folar beams ;
And thus a road reciprocal difplay
To rifing vapours, and defcending day.
Of heat and light, what ever-during ftores,
Brought from the fun’s exhaufilefs golden thores, ¢to
Through gulphs immenfe of intervening air,
Enrich the carth, and every lofs repair !
‘The land, its gainful traffick to maintain,
Sends out crude vapours, in cxchange for rain;
G4 The
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The flowery garden and the verdant mead, 665
Warm'd by their rays, their exhalations fpread, }
In thowers and balmy dews to be repaid ;

The ftreams, their banks forfaken, upward move,
And flow again in wandering clouds above :
Thefe regions Nature’s magazines on high 610
With all the ftores demanded there fupply ;
Their different fteams the air’s wide bofom fill,
Moift from the flood, dry from the barren hill;
Materials into metcors to be wroughr,
Which back to thefe terreftrial feats are brought, 675
By Nature thap’d to various figures, thofe
‘The fruitful rain, and thefe the hail compofe,
The fnowy fleece, and curious froft-work ; thefe
Produce the dew, and thofe the gentle breeze :
Some form fierce winds, which o’er the mountain pafs,
And beat with vigorous wings the valley’s face ;
O’er the wide lake and barren defart blow,
QO'er Libya's burning fand, and Scythia’s fnow;
Shake the high cedar, through the foreft fweep,
And with their furious breath ferment the deep. 685
This thin, this foft contexture of the air
Shows the wife Author’s providential care,
Who did the wondrous ftru&ture fo contrive,
That it might life to breathing creatures give ;
Might reinfpire, and make the circling mafs 690
Through all its winding channcls fit to pafs.
Had not the Maker wrought the fpringy frame
Such as it is, to fan the vital flame,
The blood, defrauded of its nitrous food,
Had cool’d and languifh’d in th’ arterial road : 695
. Wie
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While the tir'd heart had ftrove with fruitle(s pain

To puth the lazy tide along the vein,

Of what important ufe to human kind,
To what great ends fubfervient, is the wind ?
Behold, where-¢’er this altive vapour flies,
1t drives the clouds, and agitates the fkies :
“This from ftagnation and corruption fates
Th? aérial ocean’s ever-rolling waves.
This animals, to {uccour life, demand;
For, fhould the air unventilated ftand,
The idle deep corrupted would contain
Blue deaths, and fecret ftores of raging pain;
The fcorching fun would with a fatal beam
Make all the void with births malignant team,
Engender jaundice, fpotted torments breed,
And purple plagues, from peftilential feed ;
Exhaling vapours would be turn’d to {wvarms
Of noxious infelts, and deftrutive worms,
More than were rais’d to fcourge tyrannic luft,
By Mofes’ rod, from animated duft.

Another bleffing, which the breathing wind
Benevolent conveys to human kind,
Is, that it cools and qualifies the air,
And with foft breezes does the regions cheer,
On which the fun o’er-friendly does difplay
Heat too prevailing, and redundant day.
Ye fwarthy nations of the torrid zone,
How well to you is this great bounty known !
As frequent gales from the wide ocean rife
‘To fan your air, and moderate your fkies;
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So conftant wiads, as well as rivers, flow
From vour high Lills entich’d with ftores of {now;
For this great end, thefe hills 1ife more fublime,
Than thofe ereted in a teinperate clime
Had not the Author his provifion made,
By which vour air is cool’d, your fun allay’d,
Deftron’d by too intenft: a flame, the land
Had lain a parch’d icholpitable fand.
Thefe diftriéts. which between the tropicks lie,
Wiich feorching heams directly darted fry,
Were thought an uninhabitable fear,
Burnt by the ncighbouring orb’s immoderate hear:
But the frefh brecze, that from the ocean blows,
From the wide lzke, or frein the mountain fnows,
So {ooths the air, and mitigates the fun,
So cures the regions of the fultre zone,
That oft’ with Nature’s bleflings they abound,
Frequent in p-opie, and with plenty crown’d,

As aftive wiads relicve the air and land,
The feas no lefs their ufcful blafts demand
‘Without this aid, the th'p would ne’cr advance
Along the deep, and o'er the billow dance,
But lic a lazy and a ufelefs load,
The forctt's wafted fpoils, the iumber of the flcod.
Let but the wind with an aufpicious galc, )
To fhove the veilel, fill the fpreading fail,
And fee, with fwelling canvals wing'd, fhe flies,
And with her waving (treamers tweeps the fkies |
T’ adveaturous merchant thus purfues his way
Or to the rife, or to the fall of day. :

Ti
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Thus mutual traffick fever'd realms maintain,
And manufaures change to mutual gain;
Each other’s growth and arts thev fell and buy,
Eafe their redundance, and their wants fupply.
Ye Britons, who the fruit of commerce find,
How is your Ile a debtor to the wind,
Which thither wafts Arabia’s fragrant {poils,
Gems, pearls, and fpices, from the Indian ifles,
Frowm Perfia filks, wines from Iberia’s thore,
Peruvian drugs, and Guinea’s golden ore |
Delights and wealth to fair Augufta flow
From everv region whence the winds can blow.
See, how the vapours congregated rear
Their gloomy columns, and obfcure the air!
Forgetful of their gravity, they rife,
Renounce the centre, and ufurp the fkies,

9t
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Where, form'd to clouds, they their black lines difplay,

And take their airy march, as winds coavey.
Sublime in air while they their courfe purfue,
They from their fable flecces fhake the dew

On the parcht mountain, and with genial rain
Renew the foreft, and refrefh the plain:

They fhtd their healing juices on the ground,
Cement the crack, and clofe the gaping wound.
Did not the vapours, by the folar heat

Thinn'd and exhal’d, rife to their airy feat,

Or not in watery clouds colle&ted fly,

Then form’d to ponderous drops defert the ky;
The ficlds would no recruits of moifture find,
But, by the fun-beams dry’d, and by the wingd,

775
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Would never plant, or flower, or fruit, produce
Or for the beaft, or for kis mafter’s ufe.

But in the {pacious climates, which the rain
Does never blefs (fuch is th’ Egvptian plain),
With how much art is that defect fupplyd ¢
See, how fome noble river’s fwelling tide,
Augmented by the mountain’s meiting fnows,
Breaks from its banks, and o’er the region flows
Hence fruitful crops and flowery wealth ernfus,
And to the {wain fuch mighty gaius accrue,

He ne’er reproaches heaven for want of dew.

See, and revere, th’ artillery of Heaven,
Drawn by the gale, or by the tempeft driven !
A dreadful fire the floating batteries make,
O’erturn the mountain, and the foreft thake.
This way and that they drive the a*mof] phere,
And its wide bofom from corrugtion cicar,
While their bright flame confumes the fulphur tr:
And noxious vapours. which infeét our veins.
Thus they refine the vital element,

Secure our health, and growing plagues prevent.

Your contemplation farther ve: purfuce ;

The wondrous world of vegerables view !

Obferve the foreft oak, the mountaia pize,

The towering cedar, and the humbic vire,

The beading willow, that o'erfhadss the flood,

And each fpontancous offepring of the wood !

The osk and pine, which hizh from earth arife,

And wave their lofty heads amidtt the fkies,

‘Their parent caith in like proportion wound,

And through crude mezals pencirate the ground ;
T
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Their ftrong and ample root< defcend fo deep,
That fixe and firm they may their ftation keep,
And the fizrce fhocks of furious winds defy,
With all the outrage of inclemert fky. $20
Bur :the bafe bricr and the noble vine
Their arms around their ftronger neighbour twine,
The creeniig ivy, to prevent its fall,
Clings with its fibious grapples to the wall.
Thus are the trees of every kind fecure, 825
Or by their own, or by a borrow’d power.
But every tree from all its branching roots
Amidft the glebe finall hollow fibres fhoots ;
" Which drink with thirfty mouths the vital juice,
And to the limbs and leaves their food diffufe : 830
Peculiar pores peculiar juice receive,
To this deny, to that admittance give.

Hence various trees their various fruits produce
-Some for delightful tafte, and fome for ufe,

Hence fprouting plants enrich the plain and wood, 835
For phyfick fome, and fome defign'd for food.

*Hence fragraar Bowers, with different colours dy’d,

On {miling meads unfold their gaudy pride.

Review thefe numerous fcenes, at once furvey
‘Nature’s extended face; then, feepticks, fay, 840
In this wide ficld of wonders can you find
Wo art difcover’d, and no end defign'd ?

CRX\ A
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ERE vain Philofophy had rear’d her {chool,
Whofe chiefs imagin’d realms of fcience rule,

With idle toil form vifionary fchemes,

And wage eternal war for rival dreams ;

Studious of good, man difregarded fame, 5
And ufefal knowledge was his eldeft aim ¢

Through meraphyfic wilds he never flew,

Nor the dark haunts of fchool chimzras knew, }
But had alonc his happinefs in v-ew.

He milk’d the lowing herd, he prefsd the cheefe,
Folded the flock, and fpun the woolly ficcee.
In urns the bees delicious dews he lay’d,
Whofe kindling wax invented dav difplay’d ;
Wrefted their iron entrails from the hills,
Then with the {poils his glowing torges fills ; 18
And fhap'd with vigorous ftrokes the ruddy bar
To rural arms, unconicious yet of war.
He made the ploughfhare in the furrow fhine,
And learn'd to fow his bread, and plaat his vine,
Now verdant food adorn’d the garden beds, )
And fruitful trees fhot up their branching heads ;
Rich ba'm from groves, and herbs from gratfy plains,
His fever footh’d, or heal’d his wounded veins.
Our fathers next, in archite&ure fkill'd,
Cities for ule, and forts for fafety, build : 25
Then palaces and lotty domes arofe,
Thefe for devotion, and for pleafure thofe, .
Their thoughrs were next to antful feulpture turn’d,

Which now the palace, now the dome adorn’d.
4 : The



6 BLACKMORE’S POEM!

The pencil then did growing fame acquire,
Then was the trumpet heaid, and tuneful Iyre,
One did the triumph fing, and one the war infp

Greece did at length a learned race produce,
‘Who necdful fcience mock’d, and arts of ufe,
Confum'd their fruitlefs hours in eager chace
Of airy notions, through the boundlefs fpace
Of fpeculation, and the darkfome void,

Where wrangling wits, in endlefs ftrife employ’
Mankind with idle fubtiities embroil,

And fathion fyfiems with romantic toil

Thefe with the pride of dogmatizing {chools
Impos’d on nziure arbitrary rules ;

Forc'd her their vain inventions to obey,

And move as learned frenzy trac'd the way @
Above the clouds while they prefum’d to foar,
Her trackle(s heights ambitious to explore,
And heaps of undigefted volumes writ,

1llufive notions of fantaftic wit ;

So long they nature fearch’d, and mark®d her law
‘They loft the knowledge of th’ Almighty Caufe.
Th’ erroncous ditates of each Grecian fage

Renounc’'d the dotrines of the eldeft age :
Yet thefe their matchlefs fcience did proclaim,
Ufurp diftin&ion, and appropriate fame,

But though their fchools produc’d no nebler fn
Than empty fchemes, and triumphs of difpute ;
‘The notions which arife from Nature’s light
As well adorn the mind, as guide her right,
Eularge her compafs, and improve her fighe.
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ne’er the breaft with vain ambition fire, (1]
nifh pride, and modeft thoughts infpire.
“inform’d, we bleft religion learn,
rious objeét by her aid difcern;
lling worlds around us we furvey,
‘ernate {overeigns of the night and day ; 63
he wide earth adorn’d with hills and woods,
1 her herds, and fertile by her floods ;
through the deep apartments of the main,
| the air to vifit clouds and rain ;
wvhile we ravifh’d gaze on Nature's face, 70
k her order, and her motions trace.
ng coherent chain of things we find
‘0 a Caufe Supreme, a wife Creating Mind.
, who the being of a God difclaim,
ink mere Chance produc’d this wondrous frame ;
d you e’er reflet, Lucretian tribe,
tter what perfections you afcribe ?
u to duft fuch veneration fhow?
m with fuch privilege endow,
‘om its nature’s pure neceflity 8o
ld exift, and no corruption fee ?
: your firft atoms independent are,
it each other’s being prop and bear,
ice to this it is fortuitous )
thers fhould exiftence have ; fuppofe, L5
your mind one atom fhould remove
i the‘troops, that in the vacant ftrove,
our thought conceive one atom lefs ?
'ou Grecian fages muft confefs
H Thax
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That matter, which you independent name,
Cannot a being neceflary claim ;
For what has being from neceflity,
It is impoflible it fhould not be.
Why has an atom this onc place poffeft
Of all the empty void, and not the reft »
If by its nature’s foree ’tis prefent here,
By the fame force it muft be every where ;
Can beings be confin’d, which neceflary are?
If a firlt body may to any place
Be not determin’d, in the boundlefs fpace,
*Tis plain, it then may abfent be from all ;
Who then will this a felf-exiftence call 2
As time does vaft eternity regard,
8o place is with iafinitude compar’d :
A being then, which never did commence,
Mult, as eternal, likewife be immenfe.
Wiiat caufe within, or what without, is found,
That can a being uncreated bound ?
Noue that s internal, for it has no caufe;
Nor can ic be control’d by forcign lawss,
¥or then it clearly wou!d dependent be
On force fuperior, which will ne’er agree
With feit-cxiftence and necefiity.
Abfurdly then to atoms vou affign
Such powers, and fuch prerogatives divine,
“Thus while the notion of a God you flighe,
Yourfclves (who vainly think you reafon right)
Make vile material Gods, in nwmnber infinite,
Now lct us, as ’tis juft, in turn prepare
To trand the foe, and wage defenfive war,

AW
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Lucretins firft, a mighty hero, fprings
Into the field, and his own triumph fings.
He brings, to make us from our ground retire,
The reafoner’s weapons, and the poet’s fire.
‘The tuneful fophift thus his battle forms, 124
Our bulwarks thus in polith’d armour ftorms :
To parent matter things their being owe,
Becaufc from nothing no produétions flow ;
And, if we grant no pre-exiftent feed,
Things, differeat things, from what they do, might
breed,
And any thing from any thing proceed;
The {picy groves might Scythia’s hills adorn,
The thiftle might the amaranth have borne, }
The vine the lemon, and the grape the thorn ;
Herds from the hills, men from the feas migh rife, 135
From woods the whales, and lions from the fkics.
Th’ elated bard here, with a conqueror’s air,
Difdainful finiles, and bids his foes defpair.
But, Carus, here you ufe poetic charms,
And not affail us with the reafoner’s arms. 140
‘Where all is clear, you fancy’d doubts remove,
And what we grant with eafe, with labour prove.
What you would prove, but cannot, you decline;
But chufe a thing you can, and there you thine.
~ Tell us, fam’d Roman, was it e’er denied, 14$
That feeds {or fuch produtions are fupplied ?
‘Thar Nature always muft materials find
For beafts and trees, to propagate their kind ?
..Al generation, the rude peafant knows,

A pre-esiftent matter muft fuppofe. by

H T oo



1c0 BLACKMORE'S POEMS.

But what to Nature firk her being gave 2

Tell, whence your atoms their exiftence have
We afk you, whence the feeds conftituent fpring
Of every plant, and every living thing ?

Whence every creature fhould produce its kind,
And to its proper fpecies be confin’d ?

To anfwer this, Lucretius, will require

More than fweet numbers and poetic fire,

But fee how well the Poet \vill.fupport
His caufe, if we the argument retort.

If Chance alone could manage, fort, divide,
And, beings to produce, your atoms guide;

If cafual concourfe did the world ccmpofe,

And things from hits fortuitous arofc;

Then any thirg might come from any thing;
For how from chance can conftant order {7 pring ?
The foreft oak might bear the bluthing rofe,
And fragrant myrtles thrive in Ruffian fnows;
The fair pomegranate might adorn the pine,
The grape the bramble, and the floe the vine 5
Fifh from the plains, birds from the floods might ri
And lowing herds break from the ftarry fkies.

But, fee, the chief does keener weapons chufe,
Advances bold, and thus the fight renews :

« If I were doubtful of the fource and {pring
¢« Whence things arife, 1 from the tkics could bring
“ And every part of Nature, proofs, to thow
¢t The world to Gods cannot its being owe ;

4 So full of faults is all th’ unartful frame :
¢ Fisft we the air’s unpeopled defert blame.

«B
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¢ Brute beafts poffefs the hill, and fhady wood ;

¢ Much do the lakes, but more the ocean’s flood

¢ (Which fevers realms, and fhores divided leaves),

¢ Take from the land by interpofing waves;

¢ One third, by freezing cold and burning heat, 183

¢ Lies a deform’d, inhofpitable feat ;

¢ The reft, unlabour’d, would by narure breed

¢ Wild brambles only, and the noxious weed,

¢ Did not induftrious man, with endlefs toil,

« Extort his food from the reluQant foil; 190

¢ Did not the farmer’s fteel the furrow wound,

¢ And harrows tear the harveft from the ground,

¢ The earth would no fpontaneous fruits afford

¢ To man, her vain imaginary Lord.

« Oft’, when the labouring hind has plough’d the ficld,

“ And forc’d the glebe unwillingly to yield,

¢ When green and flowery Nature crowns his hope

¢ With the gay promife of a plenteous crop,

¢ The fruits (fad ruin!) perith on the ground,

¢ Burnt by the Sun, or by the deluge drown’d; 200

¢ Or foon decay, by fnows immoderate chill’d,

¢ By winds are blafted, or by lightning killd.

¢ Nature, befides, the favage beaft fuftains,

¢ Breeds in the hills the terror of the plains,

% To man a fatal race. Could this be fo, acy

“ Did gracious Gods dlfyofc of things below?

¢ Their proper plagues with annual feafons come,

é And deaths untimely blaft us in the bloom.

¢ Man at his birth (unhappy fon of grief!)

“Is hclplefs caft on the wide coafts of life, e
Hjs n
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# In want of all things whence our comforts flow ;
¢ A fad and moving fpectacle of woe.
¢ Infants in ill-prefaging cries complain,
 As confcious of a coming life of pain.
¢ Al things meantime to beafts kind Nature grants,
¢ Prevents their fufferings, and fupplies their wants ;
¢ Brought forth with cafe, they grow, and fkip, and
* No dangling nurfe, or jingling gewgaw, need; [feed,
¢ In caves they lurk, or o’er the mountains range,
¢« Nor ever through the year their garment change; 239
¢« Unvers’d in arms, and ignorant of war,
* They need no forts, and ro invafion fear;
¢ Whate’er they want, from Nature’s hand they gain;
+ The life fhe gave, fhe watches to maintain.”

Thus impotent in fenfe, though ftrong in rage, 215
The daring Roman does the Gods engage s
But undifmay’d we face th* intrepid foe,
Suftain his onfet, and thus ward the blow.

Suppofe defefts in this terrefirial feat,
That Nature is not, as yow urge, compleat ; *3¥
That a divine and wife Artificer
Might greater wonders of. his art confer,
And might with eafe on man, and man’s abode,
More bounty, more perfeCtion, hare beflow'd ;
If in this lower world he has not fhowa 238
His utmoft fkill, fay, has he therefore none #
We in produtions arbitrary fee
Marks of perfeétien, different in degree. :
Though mafters now more fkill, now lefs impayt, >
Yet are not all their works the works of ast 2 . L

7 De
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Do poets ftill fublimer fubjets fing,
Still ftretch to Heaven a bold afpiving wing,
Nor e’er defcend to flocks and labouring {wains,
Frequent the floods, or range the humble plains ?
Did, Grecian Phidias, all thy pieces thine 245
With equal beauty # or, Apelles, thine #
Or Raphacl’s pencil never chufe to fall >
Say, are his works Transfigurations all»
Did Buonorota never build, O Rome,
A meaner ftrufture, than thy wondrous dome >  z5a.
Though, in their werks applauded as their beft,
Greater defign and genius are expreft, }
Yet is there none acknowledg’d in the reft?

In all the parts of Nature’s fpacious fphere
Of art, ten thoufand miracles appear : 338
And will you not the Author’s fkiH adore,
Becaufe you think Ire might difcover more ?
You own a watch th’ invention of the mind,
Though for a fingle motion s defign’d .
As well as that, which is with greatcr thought, 260
‘Withr various {prings, for various motions wrought.

An independent, wife, and confcious Caule,
Who frecly alls by arbitrary laws,
Who at connexion and at order aims,
Creatures diftinguifh’d in perfetion frames. aég
Unconfcious caufes only fill impart
‘Their utmoft fkill, theix vtmoft power exert.
‘Fhofe, which can freely chufe, difcern, .and know,
In aling cam degrees of vigour fhew, }
Auxngl more oo lefs:of:an or care. hefdaw, 270

. Hg A\Y



14 BLACKMORE’S POEMS.

1f all perfeltion were in all things thown,
All beauty, all varietr, were gone.

As this inferior habitable feat
By ditferent parts is made one whole compleat ;
So our low wotld is only one of thofe,
Which the capacious univerf{e compofe.
Now to the univerfal wlole advert ;
‘The earth regard as of that whei: a pare,
In which wide frame morc noble worlds abound;
Witnefs, ve glorious orbs, which hang around,
Ye thining planets, that in atlier ftray,
And thou, brizght lord and ruler of the day !
Wiinels, ye ftars, which beautify the fkies,
ilow much do vour vait globes in height and fze,
Ln beauty and magnificence, outgo
Our ball of carth, that hangs in clouds below !
Between yourfelves too is diftinétion found,
Of ditlerent bulk, with different glory crown’d;
‘I'he people, which in your bright regions dwell,
Mutt this low world's inhabitants excell 5
And, fince to various planets they agree,
They from each other muft diftinguifh’d be,
And own perfections different in degree.

When we on fruitful Nature's care refle&,
And her exhauftlefs encrgy refpeét,
"That ftocks this globe, which you Lucretians call

28¢

265

The world's coaife dregs, which ro the botrom fall,

With numerous kinas of l-te, and bountcous fills

\WVith breathing guctts the vallies, floods, and hills;

We may pronounce each orb futtains a race
Of living things adapted to the place.

300
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‘Were the refulgent parts and moft refin’d

Only to ferve the dark and bafe defign’d ?

Were all the ftars, thofe beauteous realms of light,

. At diftance only hung to thine by night, 305}
"And with their twinkling beams to pleafe our fight ?
How many roll in zther, which the eye

Could ne’er, till aided by the glafs, defcry,

And which no commerce with the earth maintain ?

Are all thofe glorious empires made in vain ? 310

Now, as I faid, the globe terreftrial view
As of the whole a part, a mean one too.

Though ’tis not like th® ztherial worlds refin’d,

Yet is it juft, and finifh’d in its kind ;

Has all perfe@tion which the place demands, 31 5.
‘Where in coherence with the reft it ftands.

‘Were to your view the univerfe difplay’d,

And all the fcenes of nature open laid ;

‘Could you their place, proportion, harmony,

Their beauty, order, and dependence, fee, 320
You’d grant our globe had all the marks of art,

Al the perfection due to fuch a part,

‘Though not with luftre, or with magnitude,

Like the bright ftars, or brighter fun, endued.

You oft’ declaim on man's unhappy fate ; 328
Infulting, oft’ demand in this debate, }
If the kind Gods could fuch a wretch create ?

But whence can this unhappinefs arife ?

You fay,.as foon as born, he helplefs lies, }
And mourns his woes in ill-prefaging cries. 330
But does not Nature for the child prepare S

“The parent’s love, the nurfe’s tender care,
W
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You may the world of more defeéts upbraid:
That other works by Nature are unmade ;
‘That the did never at her own expence
A palace rear, and in magnificence
Ou:-rival arr, to rrace the ftately rooms;
‘Tha: the no caftiz builds, no lofzy domes.
Had Nature’s hand thefe various works prepar'd,
‘What thoughtful care, what labour, had been fpa
But tiien no reaim would ore great mafter fhow,
No Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angelo.
With equal reafon too you might demand,
Why boas and thips require the Artift's hand?
Why gencrous Nature did not thefe provide,
To pafs the ftanding lake, or flowing tide ?

You fay the hills, which high in air arife,
Harbeur ia clouds, and mirgle with the fkies,
The earth’s dithonour and encumbering load,
Of many {pacious regions man defraud,
For beafts and birds of prey a defolate abode.
But can th' objetor no convenicnece find
Ia mountains, hills, and rocks, which gird and bind
The mighty frame, that elfe would be disjoin’d ?
Do not thofe heaps the raging tide reftrain,
And for the dome afford the marble vein
Does not the river from the mountain flow,
An:i bring down riches to the vale below
Sce, how the torrent rolls the golden fand
From the high i1dges to the flarter land.
The lotty lines abound with endleis ftore
Of mineral treafure, and metallic ore ;

4
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Shines forth with more than folar glory bright,
And, cloath'd with robes of beatific light,

His hours in heavenly tranfports does employ, 368
Young with immortal bloom from living ftreams of joy.

You a'k us, why the foil the thiftle breeds ?

IWhy its fpontancous births are thoros and weeds ? }
Why for the harveft it the harrow peeds?

The Author might a nobler world have made, 370
Ia brighter drefs the hil's and vales array'd, }
And all its face in fowery {cenes difplay’d ;

The glebe untill’d might plenteous crops have borne,
And brought forth fpicy groves inftead of thorn;

Rich fruit and flowers without the gardener’s pains 37¢
Rlight every hill have crown’d, have honous’d all the
This Nature might have boafted, had the Mind, { plains:
Who form’d the fpacious univerfle, defign’d

That man, from labour free as well as gricf,

Should pafs in lazy lusury his life. 3%
But He his creature gave a fertile foil,

Fertile, but not without the owner’s toil ;

That fome reward his induftry fhould crown,

Anxd that his food in part might be his own.

Byt while, infulting, you arraign the land, 38
Afk,” why it wants the plough, or labouger’s hand ?
Kind to the marble rocks, you n¢’er complain
That they withour the fculptor’s fkill and pain
No perfet fatue yicld, no baffe relieve,

Or fipith’d column for the palace give ; 390
Yet if from hills unjabour'd figures. came,
Man might have c3fc enjoy’d, thengh never fame.

Xon
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You may the world of more defc&ts upbraid:
That other works by Nature are unmade ;
‘That fhe did never at her own expence * 395
A palace rear, and in magnificence
Out-rival art, to grace the ftately rooms ;
‘That the no caftle builds, no lofty domes.
Had Nature’s hand thefe various works prepar'd,
‘What thoughtful care, what labour, had been fpar'd!
But then no realm would ore great mafter thow,
No Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angelo.
‘With equal reafon too you might demand,
‘Why boats and fhips requirc the Antift’s hand 3
‘Why generous Nature did not thefe provide, 495
To pafs the ftanding lake, or flowing tide ?
You fay the hills, which high in air arife,
Harbour in clouds, and mingle with the fkies,
The earth’s dithonour and encumbering load,

Of many f{pacious regions man defraud, 4,°}
For beafts and birds of prey a defolate abode.

But can th’ obje&tor no convenience find

In mountains, hills, and rocks, which gird and bind }
‘The mighty frame, that elfe would be disjoin’d ?

Do not thofe heaps the raging tide reftrain, 415

And for the dome afford the marble vein ?

Does not the river from the mountain fiow;

And bring down riches to the vale below ?

See, how the torrent rolls the golden fand

From the high nidges to the flatter 1and. 40

The lotty lines abound with endlefs ftore

Of mineral treafure, and metallic ore ; :
o Witk
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With precious veins of filver, copper, tin,
Without how barren, yet how rich within !
They bear the pine, the oak and cedar yield, 423
To form the palace, and the navy build.

When the inclement meteors you accufe,
And afk if gracious Gods would ftorms produce 3
You ne’er refleét, that by the driving wind
‘The air from noxious vapours is refin’d, 430
Freed from the putrid feeds of pain and death,
That living creatures might not, by their breath,
Through their warm veins, inftead of vital food,
Difperfe contagion, and corrupt their blood.
Without the wind the thip were made in vain, 435
Adventurous merchants could not crofs the main, }
Nor fever'd realms their gainful trade maintain,

Then with this wife reflection you difturb
Your anxious thought, that our terreftrial orb
In many parts is not by man poffeft, 440
‘With too much heat, or too much cold, oppreft.
But in miftake you this obje&tion found :
Unnumber’d ifles and fpacious tralts of ground,
‘Which feel the fcorching fun’s direter beam,
And did to you mhofpxtablc feem, 445
‘With tawny nations, or with black, abound,
‘With noble rivers lav’d, with plenty crown’d ;
And regions too from the bright orb remote
Are peopled, which you unfrequented thought.

But could Lucretius on the fun refle&, 450
His proper diftance from the earth refpe&,
Obferve his conftant road, his equal pace,
-His round diurnal, and his annual race 3

Cov\
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Could he regard the nature of the light,
Its beauteous luftre, and its rapid flight, 4
And its relation to the fenfe of fight ;
Could he to all thefe miracles advert,
And not in all perceive one ftroke of art 3
Giant, that the motions of the fun are fuch,
That fome have light too'little, fome too much;
QGrant, that in different tracks he might have roll'd
And given each clime more equal heat and cold;
Yet view the revolutions, as they are,
Does there no wifdom, no defign, appear 3
Could any but a knowing, prudent Caufe,
Begin fuch motions, and affign fuch laws 2
If the Great Mind had form’d a different frame,
Might not your wanton wit the {yftem blame ?
‘Though here you all perfe&tion fhould not find,
Yet is it all th* Etcrnal Will defign’d : 4
"t is a finihi’d World, and perfet in its kind.
Not that its regions every charm include,
With which ceieftial empires are enduced ;
Nor is confummate goodnefs here conferr'd,
1f we perfeftion abfolute regard;
‘Bt what ’s before afferted, we repeat,
Of the vaft whole it is a part compleat.
But fince you are difpleas’d the partial fua
Is not indulgent to the frigid zonc;
Suppofe more {uns in proper orbizs roll'd,
‘ Diffolv'd the fnows, and chac'd the polar cold ;
Or grant that this revolv’d in fuch a way,’
As equal he#t to all he might convey,
And give their diflaxit poles the thate of day
QQ
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Obferve how prudent Nature's icy hoard,

‘With all her nitrous ftotes, would be devour'd ;

Then would unbalanc’d heat licentious reign,

Crack the dry hill, and chap the ruffet plain ;

Her moifture all exhald, the cleaving earth

Would yield no frait, and bear no verdant birth. 49
You of the pools and {pacious lakes complain, }

485

And of the liquid deferts of the main,

As hurtful thefe, or ufelefs, you arraign.
Befides the pleafure, which the lakes afford,

Are not their waves with @fh delicious ftor’d ?

Does not the wide capacious deep the ky

With dewy clouds, the earth with rain, fupply 2

Do not the rivers, which the valley lave,

Creep through the fecret fubterranean cave, }

500

495

. And to the hills convey the refluent wave ?

¥You then muft own, the earth the ocean needs,
Which thus the lake recruits, the fountain feeds.
The noxious plant and favage animal, .
Which you the earth’s reproach and blemifh calf,
Ave ufcful various ways ; if not for food,
For manufa&ures or for medicine good.
Thus we repel with reafon, not evade,
The bold objeftions by Lucretius made,
Pyrchonians next, of like ambitious dirn,
Wanton of wit, and panting after fame, [17]
Who ftrore to fink the fe&s of chief renown,
And on their ruin’d fchools to raife their own,
‘oldly prefum’d, with rhetorician pride,
'o hold of any queftion cither fide.

503

Texyg



112 BLACKMORE’S POEMS.

They thought, in every fubjet of debate, 5

In either fcale the proof of equal weight.
Afk, if a God exiftent they allow ?

The vain declaimers will attempt to thow,

That, whether vou renounce him, or afferr,

There s no fuperior proof on either part. 5

Suppofé a God, we muft, fay they, conclude

He lives ; if fo, he is with fenfe endued ;

And, if with {enfe endued, may pain perceive,

And what can fuffer pain may ceafe t live.
Pyrrhonians, we a living God adore, 5

An unexhaufted {pring of vital power ;

But his immortal, uncreated life

No torment feels, and no deftruétive grief,

Does he by ditferent organs tafte or hear?

Or by an eye do things to him appear ? 5

Has he a mufcle, or extended nerve,

‘Which to impart or pain or pleafure ferve ?

Of all perfetion poffible poflet,

He finds no want, nor is with woe oppreft.

. ‘Though we can ne’er explore the life divine, 535"

=7 And found the bleft abyfs by reafon’s line,

Yet ’tis not, mortal man, a tranfient life, like thine. «
Others, to whom the whole mechanic tribe

With an harmonious {yrapathy fubfcribe,

s Nature with 'empire univerfal crown, N

' And this high queen the world’s Creator own.

P If you what builder rear’d the world demand,

Ve They fay *twas done by Nature’s powerful hand ;

If whence its order and its beauty rofe,

Nature, they fay, did fo the frame difpofc ; %
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7If what its fteady motions does maintain,

And holds of caufes-and effée&s the chain,

Ocer all her works this Sovercign Caufe prefides,
Upholds the orbs, and all their motions guides.
Since to her bounty we fuch bleflings owe,
Our generous Benefaétor let us know.

‘When the word Nature you exprefs, declare,
Form'd in your minds what image does appear ?
- Can you that term of doubtful found explain ?

Show it no idle off-fpring of the brain?

Sometimes by Nature your enlighten’d {chool

“Intends of things the univerfal' whole;
“Sometimes it is the order, that connes,

And holds the chain of caufes and effets;

" Sometimes it is the manner, and the way,

In which thofe caufes do their force convey,

And in effe@ts their energy difplay.

That the ’s the work itfelf, you oft’ affert,

Ais oft’ th? artificer, as oft’ the-art;

"Fhat is, that we may Nature cleardy trace,

And by your marks diftinétly.- know her face ;
‘She *s now the building, now the archite&,
And now the rule which does his hand direct.

But, let this'cmprefs bc whate’er you pleafe 3

Lether be all, or any one of thefe;

She is with reafon, or fhe ’s not, endued :

‘If vou the firft affirm, we thence conclude

‘A God, whofe Being you oppofe, you grant s
Bur, if this mighty queen does reafon want,
How could this noble fabric be defign’d,
And'fafhion’d by a Maker brute and bling?

1
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Could it of art fuch miracles invent,
And raife a beauteous world of fuch extent?
Still at the helm does this dark pilot ftand, .

And with a fteady, never-erring hand, 580
Steer all the floating worlds, and their fet courfe
command ? :

That clearer ftrpkes of matfterly defign,
Of wife contrivance, and of judgement, thine
In all the parts of Nature, we affert,
Than in the brighteft works of human art: 585
And fhall not thofe be judg’d th’ effeét of thought,
As well as thefe with fkill inferior wrought ?
Let fuch a fphere to India be convey’d,
As Archimede or modern Hugens made ;
‘Will not the Indian, though untaught and rude, 590
This work th’ effeét of wife defign conclude ?
Is there fuch fkill in imitation thown ?
And in the things, we imitate, is none ?
Are not our arts, by artful nature taught,
With pain and careful obfervation fought ? 595
Behold the painter, who with Nature vies:
See his whole foul exerted in his eyes !
He views her various {cenes, intent to trace
‘The mafter lines, that form her finifh’d face :
Are thought and conduct in the copy clear, 600
‘While none in all th’ original appear ?
Tell us, what mafter, for mechanicks fam’d,
Has one machine fo admirably fram’d,
‘Where you will art in fuch perfe€tion grant,
As in a living creature, or a plant ? 6os

‘Declare,
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re, what curious workmanfhip can vie,
th a hand or foot, an ear, or eye?
can for fkill as much applaufe deferve,
= fine texture of the fibrous nerve ;
: ftupendous fyftem, which contains 610
terial channels, or the winding veins ?

artificial frame, what inftrument,
ae {uperior genius yet invent,
a to the bones or mufcles is preferr’d,
1 their order, form, or ufe, regard? 615
then to works of nature is aflign'd
uthor uninteiligent and blind,

ours proceed from choice and Confcious Mind ?
this you fay, that Nature’s are indeed
artful works, but then they ne’er proceed 620
Nature ating with defign and art,
void of choice her vigour does exert,
»y unguided motion things preduce,
dlefs of their erder, end, or ufe.
1lly’s mouth thus Cotta does difpute; 625
us, with eafe, the Roman we confute :

if in artful things no art is thown,

are the certain marks, that make it known ?
vill you artful from unartful bound,
ot th’ ideas in our mind confouad? 630
this no truth difplays before our fight
rhter beam, or more convincing light,
kilful works fuppofe a fkilful Caufe,
1 aéts by choice, and moves by prudent laws.
: you, unlefs you are as matter blind, 635
& and beauteous difpofition find,

Ia Cou-
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- Confpiring order, fitnefs, harmony,
*Ufe, and convenience ; will you not agree,
That fuch effets could not be undefign’d,
Nor could proceed but from a Knowing "Mind 2
Old fyftems you may try, or new ones raife,

"May fhift and wind, and plot a thoufand ways ;
May various words, and forms of dittion, ufe,
And with a different cant th’ uhjudging ear amufe
You may affirm, that Chance did things create,
Or'let it Nature' be, or be it Fate;

Body alone, inert and brute, you’ll find,

The caufe of all things is by you affign’d.

Ard, after all your fruitlefs toil, if you

A Caufe diftinét from Matter will allow,

1t muft be confcious, not like matter blind,
And fhew you grant a God, by granting Mind.

Vaninus next, a hardy, modern chief,

A bold oppofer of Divine Belief,

Attempts Religion’s fences to fubvert,

Strong in his rage, but deftitute of art;

In impious maxims fixe, he Heaven defy’d,

An unbelieving anti-martyr dy’d.

Strange, that an Atheift pleafure fhould refufe,
Relinquith life, and death in torment chufe |

Of fcience what a defpicable fhare

Vaninus own’d, his publifh’d dreams declare,
Let impious wits applaud a Godlefs Mind, °

As bleft with piercing fight, and fenfe refin’d,
Contriv’d and wrought by Nature’s careful hand
(All the proud {chools cf learning to command ;
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Let them pronounce each patron of their caufe

Claims by diftinguifh'd merit juft applaufe;

Yet I this writer’s want of fenfe arraign,

Treat-all his empty pages with difdain, 670}
And think a grave reply mif-fpent and vain:

‘T'o horrow light, his error to amend,

I'would the Atheift to Vaninus fend.

At length Britannia’s {oil, immortal fhame!
Brought forth a fage of cclebrated name, 67
Who with contempt on bleft Religion trod,

Mock’d all her precepts, and renounc’d his God.

As awful fhades and horrors of the night

Difturb the mother, and the child affright,.

Who fee dire fpeltres through the gloomy air \

In threatening formns advance, and fhuddering hear |

The groans of wandering. gholls; and-ycllings of
defpair :-

From the fame {pring; he fays, devotion flows,

Confcience of guilt from dread of -vengeance rofe;

Religion is the creature of the fpleen, . 685

And troubled fancy forms the world unfeen ;

That timorous minds, with felf-tormentingcare,".

Create thofe awful phantoms which they fear.

Such arms were us’d by impious chiefs of old,

Vain as this modern hero, and as bold. 630
‘Who would not this philofopher adore,

For finding worlds difcover’d long before ?

Can he one flower in all his garden fhow,

‘Which in his Grecian malter’s did no: grow 2~

And yet, imperious, with a teacher’s air, ey

Boaftful he claims a right to wifdom's char 5 -
13. Qg
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Gafping with ardent thirft of falfe renown,
With Grecian wreaths he does his temples crown,
Triumphs with borrow’d fpoils, and trephies not
his own.

“The world, he grants, with clouds was overfpread;.
Truth ne’er erected yet her ftarry head,
Till he, bright Genius, rofe to chace the night,
And through all nature fhone with new-fprung light:

But let th’ enquirer know, proud Briton! why
Hope fhould not Gods, as well as fear, fupply ? 705
Does not th’ idea of a God include
The notion of beneficent and good,.
Of one to mercy, not revenge, inclin’d,
Able and willing to relieve mankind
And does not this idea more appear 110
The object of our hope, than of our fear?
Then tell us, why this paflion, more than that,
Should build their altars, and the Gods create ?

But let us grant the weak and timorous mind
To f{uperfiitious terrors is inclin’d ; 715
‘That horrid fcenes, and monfters form’d in air,
Bv night the children and the mother {care ;
‘That apparitions, by a fever bred,
Or by the fpleen’s black vapours, fill the head ;
Does that affe&t the fage of fenfe refind, 720
Whofe body ’s healthful, and ferene his mind ?

Yet more, infalting Briton! let us try
Your reafon ’s force, your arguments apply.
You fay, fince {peétres from the fancy flow,
To timorous fancy Gods their being owe; 715

2 Since
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Since phantoms to the weak feem real things,
Religion from miftake and weaknefs {prings.
But though the vulgar have illufions feen,
_‘Thought objeéts were without, that were within ;
Yet we from hence abfurdly fhould conclude, 730
All objets of the mind the mind delude;
“That our ideas idle are, that none
‘Were ever real, and that nothing ’s known.
But, leaving phantoms and illufive fear,
Let us at Reafon’s judgement-feat appear; 733
‘There let the queftion be feverely try’d;
By an impartial fentence we abide :
Th’ Eternal Mind’s exiftence we fuftain
By proofs fo full, by evidence fo plain,
‘That none of all the {ciences have fhown 740
Such demonftration of the truths they own.
Spinofa next, to hide his black defign,
And 1o his fide th’ unwary to incline,
For heaven his enfigns treacherous difplays,
Declares for God, while he that God betrays ; 743
For whom he’s pleas’d fuch evidence to bring,
As faves the name, while it fubverts the thing.
Now hear his labour’d fcheme of impious ufe :
No f{ubftance can another e’er produce ;
Subftance no limit, no confinement, knows, 750
And its exiltence from its nature flows ;
The fubftance of the Univerfe is one,
‘Which is the felf-exiftent God alone.
The fpheres of ather, which the world inclofe,
And all th’ apartments, which the whole compa(e s, nug
1 & Thos
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The lucid orbs, the earth, the air, the main, . '
With every different being they contain ;
Are one prodigious aggregated God,

-Of whom each fand is part, cach ftone and clod

Supreme perfetions in each infeét fhine,

Each fhrub is facred, and each weed divine.
Sages, no longer Zgypt’s fons defpife,

For their cheap Gods, and favoury Deities !

No more their coarfe Divinities revile !

‘To leeks, to onions, to the crooodile,

You might your humble adorations pay,

‘Were you not Gods yourfelves, as well as thev.
As much you pull Religion’s altars down,, .~

By owning all things God, as owning none : -

For thould all beings be alike divine, .

Of worfhip if an objeét you affign, .

God to himfelf muft veneration fhew,

Mauft be the idol and the votary too;

And their affertions are alike abfurd,

Who own no God, or none to be ador’d. .

CREAT
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THE ARGUMENT,

THE introduftion. No man happy, that has not'con-
quered the fears of death. The inability of the
Epicurean fcheme to accomplith that end: ~Religion
only capable of fubduing thofe fears. The hypo-
thefis of Epicurus concerning the formation of the
univerfe fhewn to be abfurd. I. In a more general
furvey of the parts of - the univerfe. II. By a more
clofe and ftriét examination of his-icheme. The
principle of motion not accounted for by that fcheme;
nor the determination of it one way. Pondus, gra-
vity, innate mobiliy, words without a meaning.
Defcent of atoms; upwards and downwards, a mid-
dle or centre abfurdly afferted by Epicurus in infinite
fpace.  His hypothefis not to be fupported, whether
his matter be fuppofed finite or infinite. His ridi-
culous affertion relating to the diurnal ‘and annual
motion of the fun. The impoffibility of forming the
world by the cafual concourfe of atoms. They could
never meet if they moved with equal fpeed. "Primi-
tive atoms, bcinF the fmalleft parts of matter, would
move more flowly than bodies of greater bulk, which
have more gravity; yet thefe are abfurdly fuppofed to
move the fwifteft. His affertion, that fome primitive

atoms have a diret, and others an inclining moton,
BOCARCL
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implies a contradiftion. Lucretius’s explanatior
of this inclining motion of fome firft atoms not in-
telligible.  The inexplicable difficulty of ftopping
the atoms in their flight, and caufing them to f‘:ltlt
in a formed world. The ponderous earth not to b
fuftained in liquid air. The Epieurean formation o
the heavens very ridiculous. No account given by
the Epicureans how the fun and ftars are upheld i
fluid ®ther. Their idle account of the formation o
the air. The varidty of figure and fize given by
Epicurus to his atoms, a convincing proof o% wifdor
and defign. Another proof is the difproportion of
the moift and dry atoms in the formation of th
earth. His ludicrous and childifh account of tix
formation of the hollow for the fea. No account
given by Epicurus, or his followers, of the motion
of the heavenly orbs, particularly of the fun.

ARUS, we grant, no man is bleft, but he
Whofe mind from anxious thoughts of death i

Let laurel wreaths the vi€tor's brows adorn, (fres.
Sublime through gazing throngs in triumph borne;
Let acclamations ring around the fkies, ;

While curling clouds of balmy incenfe rife ;
_Let fpoils immenfe, let trophies gsin’d in war,
And conquer’d kings, attend his rolling car ;
If dread of death ftill unfubdued remains,
And fecret o’er the vanquifh’d viétor reigns, 1
TR’ illuftrious flave in endlefs thraldom bears
A heavier chain than his led captive wears.
With fwifteft wing the fears of future fate
Elude the guards, and pafs the palace-gate ; 1t
Travesf
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Traverfe the lofty rooms, and uncontrol’d
Fly hovering round the painted roofs, and bold '}
To the rich arras cling, and perch on buft of gold ;
Familiar horrors haunt the monarch’s head,
And thoughts ill-boding from the downy bed 2d
Chace gentle fleep; black cares the foul infeft,
And broider’d ftars adorn a troubled breaft ;
In vain they atk the charming lyre, in vain
‘The flatrerer’s fweeter voice, to lull their pain;
Riot and wine but for a moment pleale ; zg
Delights they oft’ enjoy, but never eafe.

What are diftin&ion, honour, wealth, and ftate,
The pomp of courts, the triumphs of the great ;
The numerous troops, that envy’d thrones fecure,
And fplendid enfigns of imperial power ? 36
‘What the high palace, rear’d with vaft expence,
Unrivald art, and luxury immenfe,
With ftatues grac’d by ancient Greece fupply’d,
With more than Perfian wealth, and Tyrian pride?
What are the foods of all delicious kinds, 35
Which now the huntfman, now the fowler, finds;
The richeft wines, which Gallia’s happy field,
Which Tufcan hills, or thine, Iberia, yield?

Nature deprav’d abundance does purfue s,
Her firft and pure demands are cheap and few. 49
‘What health promotes, and gives unenvy’d peace,
s all expencelefs, and procur’d with eafe.
Bchold the thepherd, fee th’ induftrious {wain,.
‘Who ploughs the field, or reaps the ripen’d grain;-
How mean, and yet how tafteful is their fare\ A%

How fweet their fleep ! their fouls how free from caxeX
Tosg
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They drink the ftreaming cryftal, and efcape
Tk inflaming juices of the purple grape ;

And, to proteét their limbs from rigorous air,
Garments, their own domeftic work, they wear:
Yet thoughts of death their lonely cots moleft,
Affright the hind, and break the labourer’s reft,

Since thefe refl¢Ctions on approaching fate
Diftruft and ill-prefaging care create ;
>Tis clear we ftrive for happinefs in vain,

While fears of death within infulting reign.

But then Lucretian wits abfurdly frame,

To fink thefc inbred fears, their impious fcheme.
‘To chace the horrors of a confcious mind,

They defperate means and wild expedients find ;
The hardy rebels aiming to appeafe

Their fierce remorfe, and dream a while at eafe,
Of crying guilt th’ avenging power 'difown,

And pull their high Creator from his throne;
That done, they mock the threats of future pain,
As monftrous fi¢tions of the poet’s brain.

Thy force alone, Religion! Death difarms,
Breaks all his darts, .and every viper charms;
Soften’d by thee, the grifly form appears
No more the horrid objeét of our fcars;

‘We undifmay’d this awful power obey,

That guides us through the fafe, though gloomy w
‘Which leads to life, and to the bleft abode,
Where ravifh’d minds enjoy, what here they own?

Regard, ye fages of Lucretian race, [¢
Nature’s rich drefs, behold her lovely face,

L



CREATION. BookxlV. 123

Look all around, terreftrial realms furvey,

The ifles, the rivers, and the fpacious fea;

Obferve the air, view with attentive eyes

The glorious concave of the.vaulted fkies; }
Could thefe from cafual hits, from tumult thofe, arife?
Can rule and beauty from diftraétion grow?

Can fymmetry from wild confufion flow ?

When atoms-in th’ unmeafur’d fpace did rove,

And in the dark for doubtful empire firove ;

Did intervening Chance the feuds compofe, g5
Eftablifh friendfhip, and difarm the foes'?

Did this the ancient darkfome horrors chace,
Diftin&ion give, and fpread celeftial grace }
O'er the black diftriéts of the empty fphce ?

Could atoms, which, with undireéted flight, 90
Roam’d through the void, and-rang’d the realms of
Of reafon dcftitute, without intent, [night,

Jeprivid of choice, and mindlefs of event,
n order march, and to their pofts advance,
.cd by no guide, butandefigning Chance ? 95
What did th’ entangled particles divide,
And fort the various feeds of things ally’d ?
To make primeval elements, felett
All the fit atoms, -and th’ unfit reje&t:?
Diftinguifh hot from cold, and moift from dry, 100
Range fome to form the earth, and fome the fky ?
f'rom the embgace, and gloomy arms, of night,
Wha: freed the glimmering fire, and difengag’d the
light ?
Could Chance fuch juft and prudent meafures take ?

Wo frame the.world, fuch diftribution make} Aoy,
X
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If to your builder you will conduét give,
A power to chufe, to manage, and contrive,
Your idol Chance, fuppos’d inert and blind,
Maft be inrol'd an aétvie confcious mind.
Did this your wife and fovereign archite&t
Defign the model, and the world ere&
Were by her fkill the deep foundations laid,
The globes fufpended, and the heavens difplay’c
By what elaftic engines did fhe rear
T he ftarry roof, and roll the orbs in air 3

On the formation of the earth refle& ;
Is this a blind fortuitous effe& ?
Did all the groffer atoms, at the call
Of Chance, file off, to form the ponderous ball,
And undetermin’d into order fall ?
Did of themfelves th’ affembled feeds arrive,
And without art this artful frame contrive
‘To build the Earth, did Chance materials chufe,
And through the parts cementing glue diffufe 3
Adjuft the frontier of the {ea and {oil,
Balance and hang in air the finith’d pile ?
Ye towering hills, whofe fnowy peaks arife
Above the clouds, and winter in the fkies ;
Ye rocks, which on the fhores your heads advan,
Are you the labour and the care of Chance
“T'o draw up ftones of fuch prodigious weight,
And raife th’ amazing heaps to fuch a heighe,
‘What huge machine, what forceful inﬁrumen:,
Did vour blind builder of the world invent »
©Could it diftinguifh, could it wall around
The damp and dark apartments under ground ?
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With rocky arches vault the hollow caves,

And form the tracks of fubterranean waves ?

Extend the different mineral veins, and {pread

For rich metallic ores the genial bed ? 140
What could prepare the gulphs to entertain

Between their fhores the interpofing main?

Dif-join the land, the various realms divide,

And fpread with fcatter’d ifles th’ extended tide ?

Regard th’ unnumber’d wonders of the decp, 148

Where confluent fireams, their race completed, fleep.

Did Chance the compafs take, and in the dark

The wide dimenfions of the ocean mark ?

Then dig the ample cave, and ftretch the fhores

Whofe winding arms confine the liquid ftores, 150

Which gufhing from the mountain to the main

Threugh verdant vallies draw their hymid train ?

Did it defign the deep abyfs, and {pread

The ancient waters on their central bed ?

To the wild flood did fovereign Fortune fay, 3538
Thus far advance, and here thy billows ftay :

Be this thy barrier, this enclofing fand

Thou fhak not pafs, nor overflow the land ? }

And do the waves revere her high command ?

Did chemic Chance the furnaces prepare, 160
Raife all the labour-houfes of the air,
And lay crude vapours in digeftion there ?
Where Nature is employ’d, with wondrous fkill,
To draw her {pirits, and her drops diftil ;
Meteors for various purpofes to form, 16¢
“The breeze to cheer, to-terrify the ftorm;

™
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Did fhe extend the gloomy clouds on high,
‘Where all th’ amazing fireworks of the iky
In unconcotted feeds fermenting lie ?
Tx1 the imprifon’d flames are ripe for birth,
And ruddy bolts exploded wound the earth ;
What ready hand applies the kindled match,
Which cvening trains of un&uous vapours cate
‘Whence fhoots with lambent flight the falling fi:
And flames unhurtful hovering dance in-air ?
‘What curious loom does Chance by evening {pre:
With what finc thutrie weave the virgin’s thread,
‘Which, like the fpider’s net, hangs on the gratly mea
Lect us the moulds to fathion meteors know,
How thefe produce the hail, and thefe the {now?
‘What gave the exhalations wings to rife,
To leave their centre, and poffefs the fkies ?

Let us no longer miflive weapons thirow,
But clofe the fight, and grapple with thz foe ;
Submit to reafon’s fricteft teft their fchense, i
And by mechanic laws purfue the huddicd frame.
See, how th’ ambitious architccts defign :
To rear the world without the power divine,
As principles, the great contivers place
Unbounded mattcr, in unbounded {pace ¢ ]
Matter was firft, in parts minute, endued
With various figures, various magnitude.;
Some, moving in the fpacious infinite,
Defcribe a line oblique, and fome a right ;
Fer, did not fome from a ftrait courfc deflect, 18
They could not meet, they could no world creét:

7 Whit
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While unfatigued from endlefs ages paft,
They rang’d the dark interminable wafte,
Oft clathing and rencountering in their flight,
Some atoms leap afide, and fome upright ; 200
They various ways recoil, and fwiftly flow
By mutual repercuffions to and fro,
Till, thuffled and entangled in their race,
They clafp cach other with a clofe embrace ;
Combin’d by concourfe, mingled and compreft, 205
They grow in bulk, and complicated reft.
Hence did the world and all its parts arife !
Hence the bright fun and ftars, and hence the fkies!
Hence fprung the air, the ocean, and the earth!
And hence all Nature had its cafual birth ! 210
If you demand what wife dire&ting mind
The wondrous platform of the world defign’d ;
Did range, divide, and in their order place,
‘The crude materials of th’ unfathion’d mafs;
Did move, dire&, and all the parts control, 21
With perfe&t fkill, to ferve the beauteous whole;
Fortune to this high honour they advance,
And no furveyor want, no guide, but Chance.
Lucretian mafters, now to make it plain
In building worlds how raw you are, and vain; 2:e
Grant that before this mighty frame was rear’d, :
Before confufion fled, and light appear'd,
In the dark void and empty realms of night
Your reftlefs atoms did purfue their flight ;
And in their adverfe paths, and wild career, 21¢
By chance rencounter, and by chance cohere ;
K Thas

1
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Thus clafpt in ftriét embraces they produce
Unnumber’d cafual forms for different ufe ¢
You, who to clearer reafon make pretence,
Of wit refin’d, and eminent in fenfe ;
Let us, ve fons of Epicurus, know
The fpring, whence all thefe various motions flor
‘What vigour pufh’d primzval atoms on3
‘Was it a foreign impulfe, or their own @
If twas a foreign delegated force,
Which mov’d thofe bodies, and control’d their c
Afferting this, you your own fcheme deftroy,
And power divine, to form the world, employ.
If from a moving principle within
Your a&ive atoms did their flight begin,
That fpring, that moving principle explain,
And in the {chools unrival’d you thall reign ;
Declare its nature, and affign its name ;
For motion, and its caufe, are not the fame.

We know, you’ll tell us, *tis impulfive weigh
Mobility, or power to move innate :
Profound folution! worthy of your fchools,
Where reafon in its boafted freedom rules.
But thus you mock mankind, and language ufe,
Not to inform the mind, but to amufe,
Of motion we the principle demand ;
You fay *tis power to move, and there you ftand!
But is it to explain, to change the name 3
Is not the doubt in different words the fame ?
Do you reveal the fpring of motion more,
By wifely calling:that a moving power,
Which we had term’d a principle before 2

7
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“The youngeft head new-vers’d in reafoning knows,
“That motion muft a power to-move fuppole;
"Which while:in vain you.labour to unfold, 260
¥ou clearly téll us, that Lucretians hold
An adtive fpring, a-principle approve,
Piftin& from matter, ‘which muft matter move.
JMatter, as fuch, -abftraéted in the mind,
"“We from a power to'move diveftedfind, 26 5}
“Not more to motion, than:to reft inclin’d;
The power, which metion does.to matter give,
AW e therefore muft diftinét from both conceive ;
A power-to nature given by Nature's Lord,
When firlt he fpoke the high creating word, 270
XV hen for his world-materials he prepar'd,
And on each part this energy conferr'd.
Ye vain philofophers ! prefumptuous racet
WWho would the Great Eternal Mind difplace
Take from the world its Maker, and advance 373
To his high throne your thoughtlefs idol Charce':
“.et us th' enquiry by juft fleps.purfue ;
Aith motion we your atoms will endue.
Ae afk, when in the fpacious void they ftray,
X/hy flill they beat one track, and move one way? 230
xill the {fame flight why do their parties take?
Why this, or that way, no digreflion make ?
‘What will to this our Atomifts reply ?
“hey anfwer, by an innate;gravity
“The ponderous bodies fiill:are downward barne, 285
wmnd never upwards of themfelves retura :
vcute and folid aofwer ! fee a flight,

\Z osthy of fineft wit, and cleareft fight ! .
: X2 R )
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Do not thefe wife mechanic mafters know,
That no tan can conceive, or high or low,
Nor find diftintion of fuperior place,
Or of inferior, in the empty fpace
Uncircum{cribd, and ignorant of bound,
And where no midft, no centre, can be found?
Perhaps, your mafter’s do&rine to fuftain,
And matter's downward motion to explain,
You with his famous Gallic fricnd affert,
That is fupetior, whence your atoms fare,
And that inferior in the empty fpace
To which they all direét their rapid race.
Now let us recolle&t, and what \ou fay
At large, in one contraéted view furvcy.
You fay, your atoms move ; we afk you, why?
Becaufe it is their nature, you reply.
But fince that native power you never fhew,
You only fay they move, becaufe they do :
But let your atoms move, we bid you fay,
‘Why they move this, and not a different way ?
You tell us, ’tis from inbred gravity ;
That is, you tell us, ’tis vou know not whv. ;
Till what is gravity you let us know, i
By fenfelefs words how can we wifer grow ?
We give yoy this ingenite, moving force,
That makes them alwavs downward take their ecx
We then demand, which place inferior is
‘Within the fpacious uncorfin’d abyfs ?
You fay *is that, to which the atoms bend
Their {wift career, for fiill they muft defcend;
That is, they downward move, becaufc they dowr,
ward tend. *
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Let us, Lucreti;..:s, now our tatk purfue, 320
And of your {cheme remaining wonders view.
Say, if your atoms of immortal race
Are cqual and commenfurate to fpace :
‘f fo, the boundlefs vaft immenfity

A hile thus pofleft would full of matter be; 325 .

Por in the vacant (as your fchools approve)
should finite matter be {uppos’d to move,

leiunobftru&ted muft purfue its way,

Not knowing how to ftop, or where to ftay, } )
330

3¢ loft in void immenfe, and diffipated ftray ;
Che fcattering bodies never would combine,
Jor to compofe a world by concourfe join,
But, if all fpace is full, if all pofieft,

A7 hich fuypofition you embrace as beft, } ‘

C"hen crouded matter would for ever reft;

Sature no change of place had ever feen;  su:

AV here all is full, no motion can begin 5 "ol

“or, if it thould, you Il be;gompell’d to iay,

Body does body pierce, t6 force its way ;

»x unconfin’d immenfity retreats, 34@

“o give your atoms room to change their feats,

wnd here with us Lucrctius does agree,” .

= hat, if fome place from matter be not free,

o plenitude no motion could commence, .

» 11 would be ftagnate in the vaft immenfe, 343
If it be faid, {mall parts of empty fpace

« e interfpers’d through all the {preading mafs, }

s which fome bodies give to others place;

“Zaen matter, vou muft grant, would finite be,

[N

wxad ftretch unequal to immenfity 3 N

K3

And
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And then, as Epicurus judges righr-: ‘

It would for ever take a ufelefs flight, }
Loft in expanfion void-and infinite.

Befides, allowing through th’ extended whole

Small fcatter’d {paces not of body full, 3%
‘Then matter, you Lucretians muft agree, '
Has not exiftence from neceffity ;

For, if its being neceffary were,

‘Why are fome parts of fpace from matter clear? }
‘Why does it here exift, and why not there ? 360 s
Lucretians, now, which fide you pleafe, embrace :

If in your void you finite fubftance place,

>Tis diffipated through th’ immenfe abyfs,

Axnd you to form the world materials mifs ;

You ’ll not the progrefs of your atoms ftay, 365
Nor to coHeét the vagrants find'a way.

‘Thus t00 your maftet’s fcheme will be deftroy’d,

‘Who, wholly to poffifs the bowadlefs void,-
No lefs than matter infinite employ’d. i
If you, in honour to your founder’s fkill, 370

The boundlefs void with boundlefs fubftance fill,
“Then tell us, bow you can your bodies roll-

Through fpace, of matter fo compleatly full >

The force this fingle reafon does exert:

‘Will the foundations of your fcheme fubvert : 37
Nor were it needful to purfue the blow,

Or form a frefh attack, unlefs to thow

How flight your works in every quarter.are,.

How ill your huddled fentiments cohere,
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Be this, O Greece, thy everlafting thame, 3%
That thoughtlefs Epicurus rais’d a name, }
Who built by artlefs Chance this mighty frame.

Could one whofe wit fuch narrow limits bound,
Nature, thy depths unfathomable found ?

Of his fagacious thoughts to give a part, 385
Does not this wife philofopher affert

The radiant Sun ’s extinguifh’d every night,

And every morn, rekindled, darts his light ?

That the vaft orb, which cafts fo far his beame,

Is fuch, or not much bigger, than he feems ? 390
‘That the dimenfions of his glorious face

Two geometric feet do fcarce furpafs ?

Docs he not make the fickle winds convey

The Sun revolving through his crooked way ?

But, fince his fchool has gain’d fuch fpreading fame,
And modern wits his mafter-fkill proclaim ;

Let us yer farther carry this debate,

And, as you alk, confer on matter weight,

To make it move within the vaft abyfs,

And downward too, ev'n where no downward is. 400
Jf this be trug, as you Lucretians fay,

That atoms wing with equal fpeed their way,

‘Then how could this that atom overtake ? <

How could they clafh, and how collilions make ?

f in a line oblique your bodies rove, 405
Or in a perpendicular they move,

1f fome advance not flower in their race, i

And fome more fwift thould not purfue the chace, .2
How could they be entangled, how embraset -

K 4 >\
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*Tis demonftration, ’tis meridian light, 41
‘Thofe bodies ne’er could juftle, ne’er could fight,
Nor by their mutual fhocks be ruffled in their flight.
Since matter of a greater magnitude
Muft be with greater gravity enducd,
Then the minuteft parts muft ftill proceed
With lefs, the greater with the greater fj peed.
Hence vour firft bodies, which the fmalleft are,
On which the fwifteft motion you confer,
Muft be contented with the floweft pace,
And yicld to matter of more bulk the race.
How wondrous little muft thofe atoms be,
‘Which you eadow with fuch velocity 1
Minute beyond conception, when we find
Bodies fo fmall, where many are combin’d ?
How many various figures muft we take,
‘What numerous complications ufe, to make
Some compound things, fo fmall of magnitude,
‘That all our fenfes they with eafe elude |
Light exhalations, that from earth arife
Attrated by the fun-beams through the tkies,
Which rhe myfterious feeds of thunder bear,
Of winds, and all the meteors of the air;
Though they around us take their conftant fligh,
Their little fize efcapes the fharpeft fight,
‘The fragrant vapours breath’d from rich perfumes, 4
From Indian fpices, and Arabian gums,
Though many years they flow, will fcarce abate
The odoriferous body’s bulk or weight.
Though antimonial cups, prepar'd with art,
Their force to wine through ages thould'imparr; 4

T
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This diffipation, this profufe expence,
Nor fhrinks their fize, nor waftes their ftores immenfe.
The powder .which deftruétive guns explode,
And by its force their hollow wombs unload,
When rarify'd of {pace, poffefles mnore, 445
Five hundred times, than what it fill’d before.
The feeds of fern, which, by prolific heat
Cheer'd and unfolded, form a plant fo great,
Are lefs a thoufand times than what the eye
Can unaffifted by the tube defcry. 450
By glaffes aided, we in liquor fee
Some living things minute to that degree,
That a prodigious number mutft unite,
To make the fmalleft objeét of the fight.

How little bodies muft the light compound, 455
‘Which by your mafters is corporeal own’d ;
Since the vaft deluge of refulgent rays, .
Which in a day the fun a thoufand ways }
Through his wide empire lavifhly conveys,
Were they colle€ted in one folid mafs, 460
Might not in weight a fingle drachm furpafs!

At leaft thofe atoms wondrous {mall muft be,
Small to an unconceivable degree ;
Since though thefe radiant fpoils, difpertt in air,
Do ne'er return, and ne'er the fun repair, 465
Yet the bright orb, whence ftill new torrents flow,
Does no apparent lofs, no diminution know.
Now, curious wits, who nature’s work infpeét
‘With rapture, with aftonifhment, rcﬂe&
On the fmall fize of atoms, which unite 410
To make the fmalleft particle of light\ .

- ‘ . "X\‘“
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Then how minute primzval atoms are,
From this account Lucretians may infer :
Yet they on thefe, without regard to righr,
Confer the honour of the quickeft flight. &7

Within the void, with what a fwift career
Your rapid matter moves will thus appear.
‘That all mixt bodies are in fpeed out-done
By your firlt atoms, you with eafe will own ;
For compound beings can no motion have, 4%
But what their firft conftituent atoms gave :
‘Then your primaval fubftances exceed
The {wift-wing'd wind, or {wifter light, in fpeed.
How foon the fun-beams at the morning’s birth
Leap down from heaven, and light upon the earth 485
Prodigious flight! they in few moments pafs
‘The vaft etherial interpofing fpace.
Should you enjoin a rock fo hard a tatk,
It would more years, than light will minutes, afk,
Ore atom then (fo you ’ll be forc'd to fay) 450
Mauft rocks and hills and the whole globe outweigh ;
Since it exceeds them by its fwifter flight,
And {wifter motion fprings from greater weight,

If nature’s rule your atoms do enjoin
To move direétly downward in a line; 495}
Say, how can any from that path decline ?
Th’ inclining motion then, which you fuppofe,
‘Whence the firft concourfe of your atoms role,
Mutt the great maxim of your fchools fubvers,
‘Which ftill with one confederate voice afiert, 5€0
‘That matter by neceffity defcends
1n Jipes direét, yet part obliquely tends.

Al
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And thus your matter, by its native ferce,
To different points would fteer a different courfe ;
Determin'd by the fame tmpulfive weight, 508
Move in a line oblique, and in.a ftraight.
To heal your fyftem’s deep and ghaftly wound,
Which this objection gives, Lucretius found-
A method; who a motion-did invent
Not ftraight entirely, nor entirely bent, 510
Which forms a line to crooked fomewhat like,.
Slanting almoft, and,. as it were, oblique.
Who does not now this- wondrous bard adore ?
Sec reafon’s conquering light, and wit’s refiftlefs power?
If. atoms, after their eternal dance, 515
Into this beauteous fabrick leap’d by chance;
If they combin’d by cafual concourfe ;- fay,.
Wha, in a free and unobftruéted way,.
Did in afull career your atoms ftay ?
What mounds, what force, when rufhing from the heighe
©f fpace immenfe, could ftop them in their flight ?
Why in their road-did they not forward pafs?
But fay, where now we find the. fettled mafs, -
Why did they ceafe from moving in defpite
©Of - their own nature, and impelling weight ? 28
Had the wife troops fagacity to know,
That, there arriv'd, they fhould no further go ?
“Fhat in this point of all the fpacious gid,
Fo form a world they were to be employ’d »
Did they, in profpeét of fo great a good,
In this one place of all the liquid road, . )
All their encurnbering gravity unload? : S
Taged,

530
1
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Fatigued, and {pent with labour infinite,
Did they grow torpid, and unapt for flight ?
Or, in th’ embrace and downy lap of air <3
Lull’d and enchanted, did they fettle there ?

Grant in this fingle place by chance they met,
That there by chance they did their weight forget;
It happen’d there they form’d a mighty mafs,

‘Where yet no order, no diftin&tion, was : <
Let this be fo; we afk you to explain ’
The wondrous Power that did the parts fuftain, }
For ftill their nature and their weight remain,

‘What from defcent fhould ponderous matter ftay,
‘When no more ponderous maiter ftops its way? ey
Can airy columns prop the mighty ball,
Its preffure balance, and prevent its fall 2
And after this remains a mighty tatk,
‘Which more than human {kill and power will atk,
‘The ftrong myftcrious cements to unfold,
‘Which atoms ftrictly complicated hold.

But let us leave the heap in air’s embrace,
To reft unmov’d within the empty {pace,
Which knows no height, or depth, or middle placc:}
Tell. how vou build the chambers of the fky,
Extend the fphercs, and hang the orbs on hi-gl\ 3
You fay, when matter firft began to fall,
Ard fettle into this terreftrial ball,
Prefs’d from the carth thin cxhalations rofe,
Vapours and fteam:, materials to compofe 1
The fpacious regions of the liquid air,
The heavens, and all the lumiinaries there :

W
s
rty

38
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Thefe vapours foon (miraculous event!),
Shuffled by chance, and mix'd by accident,
+Into fuch ranks and beauteous order fell, 565
As no effe&t of wifdom can excel.

Hence did the planets, hung in zther, ftray !

Hence rofe the ftars, and hence the milky way !

Hence did the {un along the fkies advance !

-The fource of dav, but fprung from night and chance!

But who can fhew the legends, that record
More idle tales, or fables {o abfurd ?

Does not your fcheme affront ev’n vulgar fenfe ;
That fpheres of fuch a vaft circumference,
That all the orbs, which in the regions roll, 575
Stretching from ecaft to weft, from pole to pole,
Should their conftru&ture, and their beauty, owe
To vapours prefs’d from this poor ball below?
From this fmall heag could exhalations rife

Enough, -and fit, to fpread and vault the fkies? 580
Lucretius thus the manner has difplag’d
How meteors, not how heavenly globes, are made.
But grant the fteams, which by expreffion rofe,
Did all the {pheres -and every orb compofe ;
Since their ingenite gravity remains, 585
What girder binds, what prop the frame fuftains ?

The fun’s bright beams, which you of matter make,
From Heaven their downward flight perpetual take
Why does not then his body, which outweighs
By infinite degrees his golden rays, 590
By its own force precipitated fall,
And hide in ruins this terreftrial ball ?

Cax
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Can air, unable to fuftain the light,
Support the fun of fuch fuperior weight ;
And all the ponderous heavenly orbs fufpend 595
Againft their nature, ‘which does downward tend ?
“Tell, wife Lucretius, tell the fecret.ar,

"Which keeps the heaveos and earth fo long apart.
Thus too the air, .prefs’d from this-mafs, you fay,
“Between the carth end fkies expanded lay; 600

“Not with intention that the folar light
“Through the thin gulph might tike an esfy Bighe:;
Ot that with nitrous food it fhould infpire
‘The breathing lungs, and feed the vital fire;
But mere contingence-did the gulph cxtead,  ‘6ng
Regardlefs of convenience, ufe, or.end.
‘Now, vaunting poet ! fhould it be.confefs’d,
That from the eassh the air is thus exprefs’d ;
~Since things by heavier things are upwavd thrown,
*Which tend .with ftronger gravitation down ; ba0
“Why are the fun, and the fair orbs of ligh,
All which fo far exceed the air in weight, }
“Hung from the ¢centre at a greater height ?
‘Why do net thefe their Nature’s Jaw obey,
~Rufh from above, and near the centre flay, 61 5}
And make all lighter bodies give them way?
“Tell us, Lucretius, why they ne’er purfue
“This natural bent, and this:undoubted due?
‘Since to the earsh you give the middle place,
“Fo which all heavy things direct their race ; 430
Af nothing does obftru&, by certain fate
“Things would in ordex.of their diffesent.waight
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Lie round the earth, and make one mighty heap;
They would their place, as different firata, keep.

Nor would the air, or interceding &y, 6ag
Between the diftant orbs and worlds divided lie;
ZEther and air would claim the higheft place, )
The ftars and plancts would the earth embrace, }
As now the ocean floats upon its face.

In vain you labour by mechanic rules, 630

In vain exhauft the reafon of your fchools,

‘Thefe queftions to refolve, and to explain

How feparate worlds were made, and feparate fill remain,
Since to your uncompounded atoms you

Figures in number infinite allow, 635

From which, by various combinatian, fprings

‘This unconfin’d diverfity of things ;

Are not, in this, defign and counfel clear ?

Does not the wife Artificer appear,

‘Who the corporeal particles endued 640

‘With different fhape, and different magnitade,

‘That from their mixtures all things might have birth,

In the wide fea, and air, and heaven, and earth ?

To all thefe figures of diftinguifh'd kind,

And different fizes, are not ends affign’d ? 643

Then own their caufe did a& with wife intent,

Which did thofe fizes fquare, and every fhape invent,
When atoms firft the world began to frame,

Ts it not firange that every number came

Of fuch a figure, and of fucha fize, 6359

As ferv'd to found the earth, and fpread the fkies ?

Had they not met in fuch proportion, were

“Their form -aad number not as-nqw they axe,
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In a rude mafs they had confus’dly join’d,

Not in afinifh’d world, like this, combin’d. 655
+Did thefe affembled fubftances reflot,

That here a beauteous frame they muft ere& 2

Did they a general council wifely call,

To lav the platform of each mighty ball ?

To {ettle prudent rules, and orders make, 660
«In rearing worlds, what methods they thould take ?
To every atom was his tafk enjoin’d ?

His poft, and fellow-labouters, affign’d ?

.Did they confent what parts they fhould compofe;
That thefe fhould zther make, or water thofe? 665
:That fome fhould be the moon, and fome the earth ?
‘Thofe give the {un, and thefe the planet birth ?

If all thefe noble worlds were undefign’d,

And carry’d on without a Confcious Mind;

Oh, happy accident ! aufpicious chance ! . 670
<That in fuch order made the work advance!.

At length to fuch admir’d perfeftion brought

The finifh’d ftruéture, as it had been wrought }
With art tranfcendent and confummate thought !

Since ’tis an outrage done to common fenfe . 675
T'o fix a central point in fpace immenfe ;
Why is a middle to the earth affign’d,
To which your ponderous bodies are inclin’d ?
Befides, refle€t how this terreftrial mafs
Does the whole fea a thoufand times furpafs ; 6%
“Which in a line, if drawn dire&tly down,
More than a'mile in depth is rarely known.
Now if by chance more watery atoms came
Than earthy, to compofe this wondrous frame ;
B 4 Or
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Or had they both in equal mumber met, 655
Which might as well have been, had Chance thought fit;
©Or if the watery (we no farther prefs) ’
Were but an hundred times in number le(s ;
“This globe had lain, if net a general flood,
At leaft a fen, a mafs of ooze and mud, 690
With ne rich fruit, or verdant beauty, bleft,
‘Wild and unpeopled, or by man, or beaft.

Wheo will our orb’s unequal face explain,
Which Epicurus made all fmooth and plain ?
How did thy rocks, O Earth I thy hills, arife? 695
How did thy giam fons invade the fkics? }
Lucretius, that it happen’d thus, replies.

Now give us leave, great Poct, to demand,
How the capacious hollow in the land
Was firft produc’d, with eafe to entertain 700
All the aflembled waters of the main?
When carth was made, this hollow for the fea
Was form’d ; but how it happen’d fo to be?
It on a time fell out, that every wave
Forfook the carth, and fill'd the mighty cave, 703
‘Which happen’d opportunely to be there,
Where now their heads the rolling billows rear,
1t then fell out, that flones did rocks compofe,
‘That vales {fubfided, and that hills arofe.
Thus the formation of the world you know ; 71e
$o all events fell out, and all things happen'd fo.

Can tales more fenfelefs, ludicrous, and vain,
By winter-fires old nurfes entertain?
Does this unfold how all things firft were made
Without divine and fupernatural aid ? ALY

L Yas
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His penetration has Lucretius fhown, )

By faging things proceed from Chance alone,
As their cfficient caufe, that is, from none ?
Pue let vour troops, which rang’d the plains of
And through the vacant wing'd their carelefs flig
The high command of ruling Chance obey ;
Unguided and unconfcious of the way,

Let them advance to one determin’d place,
Preferib’d by Chance, in all th’ unmcafur'd fpace
Their proper ftations undircéted find,

To form a world that never was defign'd;

Let all the rolling globes, and fpacious fkies,
From happy hits of heedlefs atoms rife ;

Be thus the earth’s unmov’d foundations laid,
Thus the thin regions of the air difplay’d ;
Chance fhall the planets in their place fufpend,
Retween thofe worids th’ etherial plains extend;
Dire& the fun to that convenient feat,

Wheuce he difplays his Juflre and his heat.

‘I'his labour, all this progrefs, is in vain,

Unlefs the orbs their various motions gaia :

¥or let the fun in buoyant ather float,

Nor nearer to the carth, nor more remote ;

Yet did his orh unmov’d its beams diflufe,

Ilc ’d fure deflruétion to tiw carth produce ;

One half for heat, and one for cold, would pray,
This would abhor the night, and that the day:
Did he rot vearly through the zodiack pafs,
Were he not conflant to his daily race,

He would not, by alternate fhade and lighe,
Produce the necdtul change of day and nighe
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“the various feafons of the year, ’
wvolvinig, rife and di{appcar.

adicious Atomilts concewe, -
he fun could this-juft impulfe give, 760
he fource of day fo fwiftly flics, P
ieéps, and trav crfcs the fkies ?

rou, whence thefe conftant motions ﬂow!

:d heads reply, they happen’d fo ?

he fofar orb, fixft mov’d by chance, 7%
and fouth, and eaft and weft, advance; -
hy firft in thefe determin’d ways

» move > Why thence he never ftrays ?

e ne'er, fince time began, decline

fiurnal, or his annual line ? 760
doss fickle Fortune fleer a

1t orb, that it fhould never err?

er ftart afide, and never ftray?

ithlefs @ther mifs his way 2

he ne’er beyond the tropicks go? 785
evolve? why travel to and fro? '
ife philofopher content,

© motions came by accident,

undefign’d, fortuitous event?

luggifh fun vou’ll not difturb, 7719
give to this terreftrial orb;

carth we the fame queftion afk,

xplain, yqu have as hard a tafk.

ace this frame, thefe artful fcenes ere,

ws not works lefs artful to effet ? 5
1anic engines e’er produce,

r tube of aftronomic ufe?
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‘Why do not veffels, built and rigg’d by Chance,
Drawn in long order, on the billows dance ?

Might not the Sovereign Caufe with greater eafe 9
A navy build, than make the winds and feas 2

Let atoms once the form of letters take

By Chance, and let thofe huddled letters make

A finifh’d poem by a lucky hit,

Such as the Grecian, or thc Mantuan, writ ; o
‘Then we 1l embrace the doétrines you advance,
And yield the world's fair pocm made by Chance,

CREA
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B 0 O KX V.

THE ARGUMENT.

The introdultion. A defcriptiod of the calamitous
ftate of mankind, by reafon of innumerable woes
and fufferings to which they are obnoxious. Difeafes
of the body. Trouble and grief of mind. Violence
and opprefion. The viciflitude of human affairs,
and the certain profpet of death. Whenee it ap~

ars that it fuits the ftate of mankind, and therefore
1s defirable, there fhould be a God. Arguments
againft the Faralifts, who affert the eternity of the
world. There muft be granted fome felf-exiftent and
independent being. The corporeal world cannot be
that being : proved from its mutability, and the va-
siety of forms rifing and difappearing in the feveral
parts of nature; from the poffibility of conceiving,
without any confequent contradiftion, lefs or more
parts in the world, than are atually exiftent; from
the pofhibility of plants and animals having had dif-
ferent fhapes, and limbs, from what they now have.
The pretended fatal chain of things not felf-exiftent
and independent ; becaufe all its links or parts are
dependent, and obnoxious to corrupzion. Fate, a word
without fenfe or meaning. Two more arguments
againft the eternity of the world, from the contem-
plation of the light of the fun, and of motion.
Ariftotle’s {cheme confidered and confuted. ’
L3 AW,
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AH, haplefs mortal man ! ah, rigid fate!
1What cares attend our fhort, uncertain ftate
Haw wide a front, how deep and black a rear,
What fad varieties of grief and fear,
Drawa in array, exert their fatal rage,
And gall obnoxious life through every ftage,
From infancy to vouth, from youth to age !
Who can compile a roll of all our woes 2
Our fricnds arc faithlefs, and fincere our foes ;
The poifon'd arrows of an envious tongue
laiprove our errors, ard our virtues wrong
Th' opinctlor now with arbitrary might
Trampics on law, and 13 us of our right;
Dangers unfeen on every {iix invade,

And fnares o'er all th’ unfaithful ground are laid.
Ot wounds from foieign violence we feel,
Now from the ruffian’s, now the warriar’s, fiecl;

By bruifes or by labour we are pain’d ;
"A bone disjointed, or a finew ftrain’d ;

Now fefllering fores aflti€t our tortur'd limbs;
Now to the vielding heait the gangrene climbs.
Acute dittempers fierce our veins atfail,,

Ruih on with fury, and by ftorm prevail ;
Others with thiift difpenfe their ftores of gricf,
And by the fap prolong the fiege of life ;
While to the grave we for deliverance cry,
Aad, promis’d fiill, are ftill denied to die.

_ Sce Colic, Gour, and Stone, a cruel train,,
Oppos’d by all the healing race in vain;
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Their various racks and lingering plagues employ,

Relieve each other, and by turns annoy,

And, tyrant like, torment, but not deftroy.
We noxious infets in our bowels feed,
Engender deaths, and dark deftruétion breed.
The Spleen with fullen vapours clouds the brain,
And binds the fpirits in its heavy chain::
Howe’er the caufe fantaftic may appear,

Th cffeft is real, and the pain fincere.
Hydropic wretches by degrees decay,

Growing the more, the more they wafte away ;
By their own ruins they augmented lic,

With thicft and heat amidit a deluge fry :

And while in floods of watcr thefe expire,
More feorching perith by the Fever’s fire ;
Stretch’d on our downy, yet uneafy beds,

We change our pillows, and we raife our heads;
Fron fide to fide for reft in vain we turn,
With cold we fhiver, or with heat we burn;
Of night impaticnt, we demand the day;

The day arrives, and for the night we 'pr.w 5
“The night and day fucceffive come and go;
Our lafting pains no interruption krow.

Since Man is born to fo much woe and care,
Mutft ftill new terrors dread, new forrows bear ;
Docs it not fuit the ftate of human kiud,

‘There fhould prefide a good Almighty Mind ?

A Caufc Supreme, that might all nature fteer,
Avert our danger, anl prevent our fear;

Who, when implor’d, might timely fuccour give,
Solace our anguilh, and our wants velleve §
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Father of comfort, might our fouls fuftain,
When preft with grief, and mirigate our pain ?
*Tis certain fomething from all ages paft
Without beginning was, and ftill will laft;
For if of time one period e’er had been
When nothing was, then nothing could begin.
That things fhould to themfelves a being give,
Reluftant reafon never can conceive..
¥ you affirm, effe@ts themfelves produce,
You fhock the mind, ard contradiGtion chufe 5
For they, *tis clear, muft a&t and move, before
They were in being, or had metive power ;
As aftive caufes muft of right at once
Exiftence claim, and as efc&s renounce.
Then fomething is, which no beginning had,
A caufelefs Caufe, or nothing could be made,,
Which muft by pure neceflicy cxift,
And whofe duration-nothing can refift,
Let us enquire, and fearch by due degrees,.
What, who, this Sclf-exiftent being is.
Should this material world’s capacious frame
Wncaus'd and independert being claim ;
It would, thus form'd and fafhion’d as we fee,
Derive exiftence from neceffity,
And ther to ages unconfin’d muft laft
Without the leaft diverfity or wafte.
Neceflity, view’d with artentive thought,
Toes piain L ofle Aty denore,
That thin7s th0ld nor exift, which atual are,
O in another fhape, or diffcrent modes appear.
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Baut {ee, in all corporeal Nature’s fcene,
‘What changes, what diverfities, have been !
Matter not long the fante appearance makes,.
But fhifts her old, and a new figure takes :
If now fhe lies in Winter’s rigid arms, e
Dithonour’d, and defpoil’d of all her charms,
Soft vernal airs will loofe th’ unkind embrace,.
And genial dews renew her wither'd face;
Like fabled nymphs transform’d, fhe’s now a tree,
Now weeps into a flood, and ftreaming fecks the fea; 1co
She’s now a gaudy fly, beforc a worm,
Below a vapour, and above a ftorm ;
‘This ooze was late a.monfter of the mainy.
That turf a lowing grazer of the plain, }
A lion this did o’er the foreft reign. 105 %
Regard that fair, that branching laurel-plant,
Behold that lovely bluthing amarant;
©One might have William’s broken frame affum'd,

* And one from bright Maria’s duft have bloom'd.
Thefc thifting fcenes, thefe quick rotations, thow
Things from neceflity could never flow,

But muft to mind and choice precarious being owe.
Let us fuppofe that Nature ever was,

‘Without beginning, and without a caufe 3

As her firft order, difpofition, frame, 115

Mutft then fubfift unchangeably the fame;

So muft our mind pronounce,. it would not be

‘Within the reach of poffibility,

Fhat e’er the world a being could have had’

Different from what it is, or could be made ne
St
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Of more or lefs, or other parts, than thofe
Which the corporeal univerfe compofe.
Now, Fatalift, we afk, if thofe fubvert
Reafon’s eftablith’d maxims, who affert
That we the world’s exiftence may conceive, 125
Though we one atom out of Nature leave ;
Though fome one wandering orb, or twinkling ftar,
‘Were abfent from the heavens, which now is there ;
Though fome one kind of plant, or fly, or worin,
No being had, or had another’s form ? 130
And might not other animals arife,
Of different figure, and of ditferent fize ?
In the wide womb of poffibility
Lie many things, which ne’er may aétual be;
And more productions of a various kind 135
Will caufe no contradition in the mind.
* Tis poffible the things in Nature found
Might different forms and different parts have own'd:
‘The boar might wear a trunk, the wolf a horn,
The peacock’s train the bittern might adorn ; 140
Strong tutks might in the horfe’s mouth have grown,
And lions might have fpots, and leopards none.
1, if the world knows no fuperior caufe,
Obeys no fovereign’s arbitrary laws;
¥f abfolute neceflity maintains 145
Of caules and cffeéts the fatal chains;
‘What could one motion ftop, change one event?
It would tranfcend the wide, the valt extent,
‘The utmoft ftretch of poffibility,
That things, from what they are, fhould difagree. 150
f,
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If, to clude this reafoning, you reply,
Things what they are, are by neceffity;
Which never elfe fo aptly could confpire
To ferve the whole, and Nature’s ends acquire ;
To form the beauty, order, harmony, 160
Which we through all the works of Nature fee :
Ready we this afiertion will allow, - 3
For what can more exalted wifdom thow ?
* With zeal we this neceflity defend ’
Of means direted to their ufcful end; 165}
But ’tis not that which Fatalifts intend,
Nor that which we oppofe in this debaze,
An uncontrol'd necetlity of fate,
XVhich all things blindly docs and muft produce,
Unconfcious of their goodnefls and their ufe,
Which cannot ends defign, nor mcans convenient
chufe. 179
If you perfift, and fondly will maiatain
Of caufes and etfc&ts an endlefs train ;
That this fucceflive feries ftill has been,
Will never ceafe, and never did begin;
‘That things did always, as they do, proceed, 175
And ro Firft Caufe, no wife DireCtor, need :
Say, if no links of all your fatal chain
Free from corruption and unchang’d remain ;
If of the whole each part in time arofe,
And to a caufe its borrow*J being owes ; 1%
How then the whole can independent be ?
How have a being from neceffity ?
Xs not the whole, yc learned heads, the fame-

* With all the parts, and different bux in name ¥
, Coo
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Could ¢’er that whole the leaft perfe&tion thow, 18

Which from the parts, that form it, did not flow ?

Then, tell us, can it from its parts derive,

‘What in themfelves thofe parts had net to give ?
Farther to clear the fubje& in debate,

Inform us, what yow underftand by Fate. 190

Have you a jult idea in the mind

©Of this great caufe of things by you affign’d ?

If you the order and dependence mean

By which effe&ts upon their caufes lean,

‘The long fucceffion of th’ efficient train, " 198

And firm coherence of th’ extended chain ;

Then Fate is nothing but a mode of things,

‘Which from continued revolution fprings ;

A pure relation and a mere refpeét

Between the caufe effetive and th’ effe&t. 200

If caufes and effedts themfelves are that

Which your clear-fighted fchools intend by Fate;

‘Then Fate by no idea can be known,

*T'is one thing only, as a heap is one ;

You no diftinguith’d being by it mean, 205

But all th’ effets and caufes that have been.

If you affert, that each efficient caufe

Mutt at by fix'd inevitable laws ;

1f you affirm this neceffary ftate,

And tell us this neceffity is Fate ; ne

‘When will you blefs the world with light to fee

The {pring and fource of this neceflity ?

Say, what did fo difpofe, fo things ordain

To form the links of all the cafual chain,
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¥ Should run one ring, and keep one fteady courfe ?
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“That Nature by inevitable force

“That things muft needs in one fet order flow,

And all cvents muft happen as they do?

«Can you no proof of your affertion find ?

Produce no reafon to convince the mind,

“That Nature this determin’d way muft go?

Are all things thus, becaufe they muft be fo?

“‘We grant with eafe there is neceflity,

“The Source of things thould felf-cxiftent be,

But then He’s not a neceffary caufe;

He freely alts by arbitrary laws:

He gave to beings motive energy,

And a&ive things to paffive did apply

An fuch wife order all things did-difpofe,

“That of events neceflity arofe :

Without his aid, {dy, how you will maintain

Your fatal link of caufes? #Hence "tis plain,

While the word Fate yea thus afte& to ufe,

“You coin a fenfelefs term, th’ unwary to amufe.
You, who affert the world did ne’er commence,

Prepare againft this reafoning your defence.

If folar beams, which through th’ expanfion dart,

“Corporeal are, as learned {chools affert;

Since {till they flow, and no fupply repays

‘The lavifh Sun his diffipated rays;

«Grant, that his radiant orb did ne’er begin,

And that his motions have eternal been,

Then, by cternal, infinite expence,

8By anrecruited walte, and {poils immenfe,
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By certain fate to flow deftru&tion doorh’d,
His glorious ftock long fince had been confum’d;
Of light unthrifty, and profufe of day,
The ruin'd globe had fpent his lateft ray,
Difpers’d in beams cternally difplav’d,
Had loft in zther roam’d, and loofe in atoms ftray’

Grant, that'a grain of mater would purweigh
The light the fun difpenfes in a day
Through all the ftages of his heavenly way ;
That in a year the golden torrents, fent
From the bright fource, its loffes fcarce augment
Yet without end if you the wafte repeat,
Th’ eternal lofs grows infinitely great.
Then, fhould the fun of finite bulk fuftain
In every age the lofs but of a grain ¢
1If we fuppofe thofe ages infinite,
Could there remain one particle of light ?

Refle&t, that motion muft abate its force,
As more or lefs. obftrufted in its courfe ;
That all the heavenly orbs, while turning round,
Have fome rchiftance from the medium found :
Be that refiftance ne’er fo faint and weak,
If 'tis eterndl, ’twill all motion break ;
If in each age you grant the leaft decreafe,
By iofinte fucceflion it mult ceale.
Hence, if the orbs have ftill refifted been
By air, or light, or ®ther ne’er o thin;
Long fince their motion muft have been fuppreft,
"~ ftars had ftood, the fun had lain at reft;

+ fo wild a fcheme, you Fatalifts have drefs
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Let us the wife pofitions now furvey
Of Ariftotle’s fchool, who ’s pleas’d to fay

= Nothing can move itfelf, no inward power

To any being motion can procure.
Whate’er is mov'd, its motion muft derive

15y

2175

From fomething clfe, which muft an impulfe give :
= And yet no being moticn could begin ;

Elfe motion might not have eternal been.
" That matter never did begin to move,
~ But in th’ immenfe from endltfs ages ftrove,
" ‘The Stagyrite thus undertakes to prove.
He fays, of motion time the meafure is;
Then that ’s eternal too, as well as this.
Motion through ages without limit flows,
Since time, its meafure, no beginning knows.
This feeble bafe upholds our Author’s hopes,
And all his mighty fuperftruture props.
On this he all his towering fabric rears,
Sequel on feauel heaps, to reach the fpheres.
But if this dcfinition you deny
Of time, on which his building does rely,
“You bring his lofiy Babel from the fky ;
A thoufand fine deduétions you confound,
8cater his wafte philofophy around,
And lerel all his firu€ture with the ground.
‘We then this definition thus defeat :
“Time is no meafure, which can motion meet;
For men of reafoning faculties will fee,

- T hat time can nothing but duration be

O beings ; and duration can fuggeft
Woehing or of their motion, or their refk
1
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Only prolong’d exiftence it implies,
Whether the thing is mov’d, or quiet lies.
“This fingle blew-will all the pile fubvert,
So proudly rais’d, but with fo little are. 103
But, fince the Author has fuch fame acqui’d,
And as 2 God of fcience been admir’d,
A ftrifter view we 1l of his {yftem take,
And of the parts a fhort examen make,
Let us obferve, what light his fcheme affords, 310
‘His undigefted heap of doubtful words.
Great Stagyrite, the loft enquirer fhow
The fpring, whence motion did for ever flow ;
Since nothing of itfelf e’cr moves or firives,
Tell what begins, what the firft impulfe gives. 314
Hear how the man, who all in‘fame furmouuts,
For motion’s {pring ard principle accounts,
To his fupreme, unmov’d, unactive God,
He the firft {phere appoints, a blett abode 3
‘Who fits fupincly on his azure throne, 3
In contemplation of him{clf alone;
1s wholly mindlefs of the world, and void
Of providential care, and uhemploy’d.
‘To all the fpheres inferior are atlign’d
‘Gods fubaltern, and of inferior kind : 3%
On thefe he folf-exiftence does confer,
Who, as the God fupreme, eternal are 3
‘With admiration mov’d, and ardent love,
"They all their fpheres around in order move ;
And from thefe heavenly revolutions flow 330
All motions, which are found in things below.
7 ¥
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If you demand by what impulfive force '
The Under-Gods begirr their c’u'clmg courfc t
He fays, as things defirable excite 4
Defire, and objeéts move the appetite ; " 33%
So his firft God, by kindling ardent love,
" Does all the Gods in feats inferior move :
Thus mov’d, they move around their mighty fphcres,
With. their refulgent equipage of ftars;
From {phere to fphere communicate the dance, 340
‘Whence all in heavenly’ harmony advance ; ’
And from this motion propagated rife ‘
All motions in the earth, and air, and fkies.’
* And thus by learned Ariftotle’s mind
Al things were Yormd, - yet fothing was defign’d. 345
He owns nochoice, no arbitrary will,
No artift’s hand, and no exerted fkill ;
All motion floivs from neceffary fate,
‘Which'nothing does refift; or can abate
‘Things fink and rife, a being lofe or gain 350
Xn a coherent, undiffolving chain
©Of caufes and effeéts, which Nature’s courfe fuftain. }
- ‘Th’ unmoveable Supreme the reft does move,
As proper objeéts raife defire and love ;
“They, mov’d without their choice, without confent, 355
Move all their fpheres around without intent :
‘Whate'er he calls his moving caufe, to chufe
He gives that caufe no power, or to refufe.
And thus from fate all artful order fprings,
“This rear’d the world, this is the rife of things. 36
Now give us leave to afk, great Stagyrite
ow the firft God th’ inferior does exciten
M
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Of his own fubftance does he parts convey,
Whofe mative force the Under-Gods abey 3
If {o, he may be chang’d, he may decay.
But if by feadfaft gazing they are mov;d,
And admiration of the object lovd ;
TIf thofe below their motive force acquire
From the ftrong impullc of divine defire ;
Tell us, what good your God Supreme can-grant, §
‘Which thofe beneath, to make, themn happy, want.
If admiration of the God Supreme,
And heavenly raptures, fhould their breafts inflame,
Is that of motion a refiftlefs caufe,
Of motion conftant to eternal laws ?
Might not each fecond God.ina8jve lie
On his blue {phere, and fix his ravith’d eye
On the Supreme Unmoveable,, and ne’er
Be forc’d to roll around bis falid fphere 2
Say, how could wonder drive them from their place?.
How in a circle make them run their race 3
How keep them fteady in onc eertain pace?

He this a fundamental maxim lays,
That Nature wifely a€ts in all her ways ;
That fhe purfucs the things which moft conduce
‘To order, beauty, decency, and ufe.
“‘Who can to reafon this afiront endure 3
Should it derifion caufe, or anger more,
‘To hear a deep philofopher affert
‘That Nature, not endued with fkill or art, U
Of liberty of choice, of reafon. void,
Still wifcly aéts, where-cver the’s employ’d?

365

3
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Can atiens be dendminated wife,
‘Which from a brute neceffity arife,
Which the blind agent never did intend, 393
The means unchofen, and unknown the end ?
On this be laid the ftrefs of this debate ;
What wifely as can ever 4ét by fate.
~ The theans arid end muft firft be underftood;
ot “The means, as proper; and the end, as good; 400
; The a& muft be exerted with intent
By ufing means to gain the with'd event.
~; But can a {enfelefs and unconfcidus caufe,
By foreign impulfe tov’d, and fatal laws,

=

xy .3

This thing as good, and- that s fit; refpe€t, - go
Defign the erd, and then the means eleét 2

Nature, you grant, can no évernt intend,

Yet that fhe aéts with prudence you pretend }
8o Nature wifely atts, yet alts without an end !

= Yet while this Prince of fcience does declare 419
" “Thae mieans or ends were nevet Naturé’s care,

That things, which feem with perfet art contriv’d,

By the refifllefs foree of fate arrivid;

YT his cautious mafter, to fecure his fame,

- And *fcape the Atheift’s ignominious name, 413
"7 Did to his Gods of all degrees allow

Counfel, defign, and power to chufe and know.

Wet, fince he ’s pleas’d fo plainly te affest,

His Gods no att of reafoning power exert,

No mark of choice, or arbierary will, 420
Mmploy’d no prudence, and exprefs’d no kill,
amaking or dire@ing Nature’s frame,

“WWhich from his fate inevitable came ;
M Thte
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Thefe Gods muft, as to us, be brute and blind,
And as unufeful, as if void of mind ¢
Ading without intent, or care, or aim,
Can they our prayer regard, or praifes claim }
Of all the irreligious in debate,
This fhameful error is the common fate ;
That though they cannot but diftinétly fee 4
In Nature’s works, and whole ceconomy,
Defign and judgement in a high degree
This judgement, this defign, they ne’er allow
Do from a caufe endued with reafon flow,
‘The art they grant, th’ artificer reje&,
The ftruéture own, and not the archite&t ;
That unwife Nature all things wifely makes,
And prudent meafures without prudence takes.
Grant that their admiration and their love
Of the firft God may all th’ inferior move ;
Grant too, though no neecflity appears,
That, with their rapture mov'd, they move theijr {phe
Thefe queltions let the Stagyrite refolve,
Why they at all, why in thi$ way, revolve 3
Declare by what neceffity control’d,
In one determin’d manner they are roll’d »
Why is their fwift rotation weft and eaft,
Rather than north and fouth, or eaft and weft
Why do not all th’ interior {pheres obey
The higheft {phere’s inevitable fway 2 .
Tell us, if all celeftial motions rife
From revolutions of the ftarry fkics,
Wha
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Whence of the orbs the various motions come ?
Why fome the general road purfue ? and fome }
In ether ftray, and difobedient roam ? 455
If yours the fource of motion is, declare,
Why this is fix’d, and that 2 wandering ftar ?
Tell by what fate, by what rcﬁﬁlefs force,
‘This orb has one, and that anéther courfe ?

How does the learned Greek the caufe unfold  46e
With equal fwiftnefs why the fun is roll’d
Still eaft and weft, to mark the night and day ?
To form the year why through th’ ecliptic way ?
‘What magic, what neceflity, confines
‘The folar orb between the tropic lines ? 463
‘What charms in thofe enchanted circles dwell,
That with controling power the fun repel ?
The Stagyrite to this no anfwer makes ;
Of the vaft globe fo little thought he takes,
That he to folve thefe queftions never ftrives, 470
No caufe or of its place or motion gives.

But farther yet, applauded Greek, fuppofe
Celeftial motions from your {pring arofe ;
That motion down to all the worlds below
From the firft fphere may propagated flow ¢ 475
Since you of things to fhow th’ efficient fource
Have always to neceffity recourfe ;
From what neceflity do fpheres proceed
With fuch a meafur’d, fuch a certain fpeed?
We fain would this myfterious caufe explore, 4%
Why motion was not either lefs or more,
But in this juft proportion and degree,

As fuits with Nature’s juft ceconomy.
M 3 MANANNCN
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This is a caufe, a right one too, we grant,

But ’tis the final, we th’ efficient want

With greater {wiftnefs if the {pheres were whir
The motion given to this inferior world

Too violent had been for Nature’s ufe,

Of too great force mix’d bedies to produce ;
The Elements, Air, Waker, Earth, and Fire,
‘Which now to make compounded things confpi
By their rude fhocks could never have combin’
Or had been difengag’d as foon as joig’d :

But then had motion in a lefs degree

Been given, than that which we in Nature fee;
Of g:cater vigour fhe had ftood in need,

‘To wix and blend the elemental feed,

To temper, work, incorporate, and bind
Thofe principles, that thence of every kind
The various compound beings might arife,
Which fill the earth and fea, and ftore the fkies
Say, what neccifity, what fatal laws,

Did in fuch due proportion motion caufe,

Nor more or lefs, but juft fo much as tends
"T'o frame the world, and ferve all Nature’s end
Afk why the highett of the rolling fpheres,

Deck’d to profulion with refulgent fiars,

And all with bright excrefcences emboft,

Has the whole beauty of the heavens engroft ;
When of the others, to difpel the night,

Each owns a fingle folitary light;

Only onc planet in a fphere is found,
Marching in air his melancholy round :
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Nature, he tells us, took this prudent care,

That the fublimeft and the nobleft fphere. - 513
Should be with nobler decoration bleft,

And in magnificence outfhine the reft;

“That fo its grearer ornament and ftate
#hould bear proportion with its greater height,

It feems then Narure does not only find s29
Means to be good, beneficent, and kind,

But has for beauty and for exder car’d,

Docs rank, and ftate, and decency, regard.

Now, fhould he not confidering men forgive,

If, fwayd by this affertion, they believe, 528
That Nature, which dees decency refpect,

¥s fometbing, which can reafon, chufe, refleét?

Or that fome wife Dire&or mutt prefide

Q’er Nature’s works, and all her motions guide ?

You here fhould that neceffity declare, . 530
‘Why all the ftars adorn the higheft {phere:

Say, how is this th’ effeft of fatal laws,

Without reflefting on a final caufe ?

One {phere has all the ftars; we atk you, why ?

When you to beauty and to order fly, 53 5}
You plain affert the truth which you deny;

That is, that Nature has wife ends in view,

‘With forefight works, and does defigns purfue.

Thus all the mighty wits, that have effay’d

‘To explicate the means how things are made 540
By Nature’s power, without the Hand Divine, '

The final caufes of effeéts affign.

They fay, that this or that is fo or fo,

That fuch events in fuch fucceflion flow 3
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Becaufe convenience, decency, and ufe,
Require, that Nature things thould thus produce,
They in their demonftrations always vaunt
Efficient caufes, which they always wane,
But thus they yield the queftion in debate,
And grant the impotence of Chance and Fate :
For, till they fhow by what neceffity
Things have the difpofition which we fee,
‘Whether it be deriv'd from Fate or Chance,
Not the lcaft ftep in fcience they advance.

Grant Nature furnifh’d, at her vaft expence,
One room of ftate with fuch magnificence,
That it might thine above the others bright,
Adorn’d with numerous burnifh’d balls of light;
Does the on one by decent rules difpenfe
Of conftellations fuch a wealth immenfe,
While the next fphere in amplitude and height
Rolls on with one erratic, lonely Jighe
But be it fo, the queftion’s ftill the fame,
Tell us, from what neceffity it came ?

Let us the great philofopher attend,
While to the worlds below his thoughts defcend.
His clements, earth, water, air, and fire,
He fays, to make all compound things confpire;
He in the midft leaves the dull earth at reft,
In the foft bofom of the air carcft;
The red-wing’d fire mutt to the moon arife,
Hover in air, and lick contiguous fkies ;
No charms, no force, can make the firc defeend,
Ner can the earth to feats fuperior tend,
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Both unmolefted peace for ever owm, ‘875
*This in the middle, that beneath the moon ¢ o
Water and air not fo; for they, by fate = |
Aflign'd to conftant duty, always wait; .-
Ready by turns to rife or to defcead, -
Nature againft a vacant to defend; > - * * - 58
For thould a void her monarchy invade, - -
Should in her works the fmalleft breach be made,
That breach the mighty fabrick would" dxﬂ'olve,
And in immediate ruin all involve.
A confequence fo difmal to prevent, 58s
Water and air are ftill (as faid) intent '
To mount or fall, this way or that to fly,
Seek fubterranean vaults, or climb the fky;
‘While thefe with fo much duty are oppreft,
‘The earth and fire are privileg'd with reft. " 590
Thefe elements, ’tis clear, have not difcern’d
The intereft of the whole, nor are concern’d
Left they, when once an interpofing void
Has Nature’s frame o’erturn’d, fhould be deftroy’d.

Tell, why thefe fimple elements are four 595
Why juft fo many! why not lefs or more ?
Does this from pure neceflity proceed ?
Or fay, does Nature juft that number need?
If this, you mock us, -and decline the tatk,
You give the final caufe, when we th’ efficient atk. 600
If that, how often fhall we call in vain
That you would this neceffity explain?

But here forgive me, famous Stagyrite,
If I efteem it idle to recite

The
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The reafons (fo you call them) which you give,
‘To make us this neceffity believe ;
Reafons fo trifling, fo abfurd, and dry,
That thofe fhould bluth, who make a grave reply.
Your elements we grant : But now declare,
How you to form compounded things prepare, 6
And mix your fire and water, earth and air?
The {wift rotation of the fpheres above,
You fay, muft all inferior bodics move ;
The elements in fublunary ipace
Are by this impulfe forc’d to leave their place;
By various agitations they combine
In different forms, by different mixtures join;
Blended and juftly temperd, they compound
All things in all th’ inferior regions found :
‘Thus beings from th’ incorporated four,
Refult, by undefigning Nature’s power.
Hence metals, plants, and minerals arife,
The clouds, and all the meteors of the fkies t
Hence all the clans that haunt the hill or wood,
That beat the air, or cut the limpid flood !
Ev'n man, their Lord, hence into being came,
Breath’d the pure air, and felt the vital lame!
Say, is not this a noble {cheme, a piece
‘Worthy the Stagyrite, and worthy Greece ?
But now, acute philofopher, declare 6:
How this rotation of the heavenly fphere
Can mingle firc and water, earth and air?
The fire that dwells beneath the lunar ball,
To meet afcending carth, muft downward fall.

—a
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Now turn ypur fphere contiguous to the fire, 833
Will from its fear that element retire ? -

*Fhe {phere could never drive its neighbour downy
But give a circling motion, like its own.
$o give the air impreffion from above,
¥t in a whirl vertiginous would move: 640
And thus the rolling fpheres can ne'er difplace ’
T he fire or air, to make a mingled mafs
The elements diflin€t might keep their feat,
Elude the ruffle, and your fcheme defeat.

But fince th’ applauded author will demand
For complex bodies no direftor’s hand;
Since art without an artift he maintains,
A building rears without a builder’s pains ;
He comes at length to Epicurus’ {cheme, :
Pleas’d by his model compound works to frame. 6350
One all his various atoms does unite
To form mixt things ; the famous Stagyrite,
By his invented elements combin’d,
Compofes beings of ¢ach different kind -
But both agree, while both alike deny
The Gods did e’er their care or thought apply
Fo form or rule this univerfal frame,
‘Which or from fate or cafual concourfe came,
WWhether to raife the world you are inclin’d
By this man’s chance, or that man's fate, as blind; 66o-
¥ ftill mechanic, neceffary laws
©f moving matter muft all beings caufe
¥f artful works from a brute caufe refult, g

645

655

From {prings unknown, and qualities occult ;
‘With fchemes alike abfurd our reafon you infult.
Ao
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And now, to finifh this lefs pleafant tafk,
Of our renown’d philofopher we afk,
How was the earth determin’d to its place ?
‘Why did it firft the middle point embrace 3
‘What blandithments, what ftrong atrra&ive pov
‘What happy arts adapted to allure,
Were by that fingle point of all the void
‘To captivate and charm the mafs employ’d ?
Or what machines, what grapples, did it caft
On earth, to fix it to the centre faft ?
But if the earth, by ftrong enchantinent caught,
This point of all the vacant fondly fought,
Since it is unintelligent and blind,
Could it the way, the neareit could it find 2
‘When at that point arriv’d, how did it know
It was arriv’d, and fhould no farther go?
When in a globous form colleéted there,
‘What wondrous cement made the parts cohere ?
‘Why did the orb fufpended there remain
Fix’d and unmov’d ? what does its weight fuftai
Tell what its fall preveats; can liquid air
The ponderous pile on its weak columns bear ?
The earth muft, in its gravity’s defpight,
Uphold itfelf; our carelefs Stagvrite
For its fupport has no provifion made,
No pillar rear’d, and no foundation laid :
When by occult and unknown gravity
*Tis to its ftation brought, it there muft lie
In undifturb’d repofe ; in vain we atk him, why
Say, if the world uncaus'd did ne’er begin, ’
If Nature what it is has always been;
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Why do nn arms the poet’s fang:employ e
Before the Thehan war, or fiege:of Troy ?

And why no elder hiftories relate . = . v
The rife of empires, and the turns of flate? . 400
If generations infinite arc gone, .

‘Tell, why fo late were arts and lettors known ?
Their rife and-pregrefs is of recent date,
And ftill we mourn theéir young imperfect ﬁlte.
¥ unconfin’d duration we regard, : 70§
And time be with. eternity compar'd,
But yefterday the fages of the Eaft
Firft fome crude knowledge of the ftars expreft,
In facred emblems Egypt’s fons. conceal’d
“Their myftic learning, rather than reveal'd. - 740
Greece after this, for fubtle wit renown’d, :
‘The {ciences and arts improv’d or found ;-
Firft, caufes fearch’d, and Nature’s fecret ways 3
Firft taught the bards to fing immortal lays ;
The charms of mufick and of painting rais’d, 715’
And was for building firft, and firft for fculptureprais’d,
Man in mechanic arts did late excel, )
‘That fuccour life, and noxous power repel ;
‘Which yield fupglies for neceflary ufe,
Or which to pleafure or to pomp conduce. - 20
How late was found the loadftone’s magic force,
‘That fecks the north,. and guides the failor’s courfe |
How newly did the printer’s curious fkill
Th’ enlighten’d world with letter’d volumes fill !
But late the kindled powder did explode 725
The mafly ball, and the brafs tube unload ;
The
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The tube, to whafe loud thuider; Alsion owes
‘The laurel hénours dhac adorn hor-browky: 1 .
‘Which awful, during eight renown'd:campaigns,
Poom Belgi#s hills,  20d &rallia’s frontiéy plains, 730
Did through th’ admiring realms arowad proclaim
Marlborough’s. fiwife-conquefts, and gnu.‘hlmsnaml‘
By this the laadex of-che Brixifh powers. . :
Shook: Menin, Lilla, and high Gandlfnowm;
Next his wide engines lovel'd Tournwy¥ pride, 738
Whofe lofty walls advancing foes defy’d; - .
Though nitrous tempt@ts, aad clandeftiue dedth,
Fill’d the docp caves and numprous vauks beneath,
‘Which, form’d with art, and wrougdt witki eadiefs-toi,
Rag through. the faithdefs:excvated foik. .. 949
‘See, the intrepid Braton dedves his waty,
And to the cavetns ldts in war and day 3 -
Quells fubterrancan foos, and rifes crown’d
With fpoils, from:martial labour sinder ground.
Mons, to rewward Blarignia’s glorious ficld, 943
‘To Mastborough’s terrors did fubmiffive yield,
‘The hero next affail'd proud Doway’s head ;.
And fpite of confluent inundations {pread
Around, in fpite of works for fure defence
Raie’d with confummate art, and ceft immenfe, 790
‘With unexampled valour did fucceed :
(Villars, thy hofl beheld the hardy deed!»
Aria, Venantia, Bethune, and Boucham,
Of his long triumplrs clofe th’ illufrisus train.
"Ihile thus his thunder did his wrath declare, 7358
d artful lightaings flafh'd along: thesais,.

z Somona’s
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Somona’s caftles with th’ impetuous roar

Aftonifh’d tremble, but their warriors more;

Lutetia’s lofty towers with terror ftruck

Caught the copragien, and at dlﬁansc thook. . 6o
Tell, Gallic chiefs, for you have oftén héard

#His dreadful cannon, and his fire rever’d,

Tell, how you rag’d, when your pale cohorts run
From Marlboreugh’s fwoed, the Battle fcarce begun.
“Tell, Scaldis ! Legia, tell! how to their head 565
Your frighted waves.in-refluent erers fled.

While Marlborough's cannon thus prevails by land,
Britain’¥ fca-chicfs, by. Ahna% high cohmand,
Refiftlels a’oc the Thufcap mu’ms nde, .,
And firike. retieliowing caves on. cither: fides “¥970
Their fulphur tempefts ring fiom fore to fhore,
Now make the Ligur ftart, and.now thie Moar.
Hark bow lha {found difturbs imperious Rome, =
‘Shakes hes proud hills, and rells from dome to dome!
Her mivred princes hear the echoing noife, 1738
And, Albioh, dread thy wrath, and'awful voice.
Aided by theg, the Auftrian cagles tile
Sublime, 3pd trivazph in Lberian fhics.

‘What panic foar, what anguith, what difirefs,.
“What conftérmation;, Galia’s fons:  exprefs, 1Y)
While, tmnb]x ‘on.the coaft, tl:ey from afar
View the vnng‘d terrors, and the floating war 1

CREATION
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BOOK VL

THE ARGUMENT.

“The fab\':lo\t:}: account of the 1@;& rife of ;anw
iven by the ancient poets. ¢ opinions of man
’ the Greek philofophers concerning that pointm;
- Jefs ridiculous, The affertion of Epicures and bis
followers, that our firft parents were the fpontaricous
rodution of the earth, moft abfurd-and incredi-
le. The true oﬁﬁin of man enquired into. Heis
proved to be at firft created by an intelligent, arbsi-
* trary caufe; from the charafters and impreffions of
.. contrivance, art, and wifdom, which aj in his
formation. The wonderful p fs of it. The
figure, fituation, and connexion, of the bones. The
fyftem of the veins, and that of the ‘arteries. The
manner of the circulation of the blood deferibed.
Nutrition how performed. The fyftem of the nerves.
Of the animal fpirits, how made, and how em-
ployed in mufcular motion and fenfation. A wife
antelligent caufe inferred from thefe appearances.

THE
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TH E pagan wprld, to Canaan’s realms unknown,
Where knowledge reign’d, and light celeftial fhone,

Loft by degrees their parent Adam’s name,

Forgot their ftock, and wonder'd whence they came:

Unguided, in the dark they ftrove to find,
With fruitlefs toil, the fource of human kind.

‘The heathen bards, who idle fables dreft,

Illufive dreams in myftic verfe exprefs'd,

And, foes to natural fcience and divine,

In beauteous phrafe made impious notions fhine,
In ftrains fublime their different fiftions fung,
Whence the firft parents of our fpecies {prung.

Prometheus (fo fome elder poets fay)
Temper'd and form'd a pafte of purer clay,

To which, well mingled with the river’s ftream,
His artful hand gave human fhape and frame;
Then, with warm life his figures to infpire,
The bold projettor ftole celeftial fire.

While others tell us how the human Lrood
Ow’d their produétion to the fruitful wood ;
How from the laurel and the afh they {prung,
And infants on the oak, like acorns nung :

The crude conceptions preft the bending trees,
Till cherifh’d by the fun-beams, by degrees,
Ripe children dropp’d on all the foil around,
Peopled the woods, and overfpread the ground.
Great Jupiter (fo fome were pleas’d to fing)

Of fabled gods the father and the king,
N

5

1o

25

The
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The moving praver of Zacus did grant,
NAnd into men and women turn’d the ant. 30

Some tell, Deucalion and his Pyrifa threw

Obdurate ftones, which o’er their thoulders flew,

Then fhifting thape receiv’d a vital flame,

And men and women (wondrous change!) became.

And thus the hard and ftubborn race of man 35

From animated rock and flint began.
Now to the learned fchools of Greece repair,

Who Chance the author of the world declare :

Then judge if wife philofophers excel -

Thofe idle tales, which wanton poets tell. 4
They fay, at firft to living things the earth

At her formation gave {pontancous birth;

When yvonthful heat was through the glebe diffus'd,

Mankind, as well as infeéts, fhe produc’d ;

That genial wombs by parent Chance were formd 45

Adapted to the foil, which, after warm’d

And cherifh’d by the fun’s enlivening beam,

With human offsprings did in embryo teem ;

Thefe nourifh'd there a while imprifon'd lay,

Then broke their yiclding bands, and forc'd their way;

The ficld a crop of reafoning creatures crown'd,

And crying infants grovel’d on the ground;

A milky ftore was by the mother earth

Pour'd from her bofom, to fuftain the birth;

Ia ftrength and bulk increas'd, the earth-born race 5

Could meve, and walk, and ready change their place,

O'er every hill and verdant pafture ftray,

Skip o'er the lawns, and by the rivers play,

Could
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Broufe on the fhrubs, and crop the budding trees; 6o

The fragrant fruit from bending branches fhake,

And with the cryftal fiream their thirftat pleafure flake,

The earth by thefe applauded fchools, ’tis faid,

This fingle crop of men and women bred ;
Who grown adult (fe Charce it feems enjoin’d)
Did male and female propagate their kind. '
This wife-account Lucretian fages give,
Whence our firft parents their defcent derive.
Severely on this fubjet to difpute,
And tales {fo wild, fo fenfelefs, to confute,
Were with inglorious labour to difgrace
The fchools, and realon’s dignity debafe.
But fince, with this of man’s original,
The parts remairing of their {cheme muft fall
(Yet farcher to purfue the prefent theme),
Beliold how vain philofophers may dreain.
Grant, Epicurus, that by cafual birth
Men fprung fpontancous from the fruitful earth.
When on the glebe the naked infants lay,
How were the helplefs creatures fed > You fay,
The teeming foil did from its breafts exude
A foft and milky liquor for their food.
I wiil not ak what this apt humour wade,
Nor by what wondrous channels ‘twas convey’d ;
For, if we fuch enquiries make, we know
Your fhort reply, It happend to be fo:
Without affigning ance a proper caufe,
Or folving qucftions by mechanic laws,
N =

6(;

)

So
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every doubt your an{wer is the fame,
/o fell out, and fo by chance it came. ¢
How fhall the new-born race their food command,
ho cannot change their place, or move a hand?
rant that the glebe beneath will never drink,
Yor through its pores let the foft humour fink ;
Will not the fun with his exhaling ray 95
Defraud the babe, and draw his food away ?
* Since for fo long a fpace the human birth
Mutt lie expos’d and naked on the earth;
Say, could the tender creature; in defpight
Of heat by day, and chilling dews by night, 100
In fpite of thunder, winds, and hail, and rain,
And all inclemeny air, its life maintain ?
In vain, you fay, in earth’s primaval ftate,
Soft was the air, and mild the cold and heat ;
For did not then the night fucceed the day ? 105
The fun as now roll through its annual way?
Th’ effets then on the air muft be the fame,
‘The frofts of winter, and the fummer’s flame.

In the firft age, you fay, the pregnant ground
With human kind in embryo did abound, no}
And pour'd her offspring on the {oil around.

But tell us, Epicurus, why the field

Did never fince one human harveft yield ?

And why we never fee one ripening birth

Heave in the glebe, and ftruggle through the earth?

You fay, that, when the earth was freth and youny
While her prolific energy was ftrong,

A race of men fhe in her bofoms bred,

Aard all the ficlds with infant people fpread :
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But that firft birth her ftrength did fo exhauft, = 120

‘The genial mother fo much vigour loft, -

‘That, wafted now by age, in vain we hope

She thould again bring forth a human crop. )
Mean time, fhe’s not with labour fo much worn,

But the can ftill the hills with. woods adorn. 125
See, from her fertile bofom how fhe pours Y
Verdant conceptions, and, refrefh’d with fhowers, }
Covers the field with corn, and piints the mead with ;
See, her tall fons, the cedar, oak, and pine, [fowers.
‘The fragrant myrtle, and the juicy vine, 130
Their parent’s undecaying ftrength declare,

Which with frefth labour, and unwearied care, }

Supplies new plants, her lofles to repair. i
Then, fince the earth retains her fruitful power
‘To procreate plants, the foreft to reftore; 135
Say, why to nobler animals alone
Should fhe be feeble, and unfruitful grown ?
After one birth fhe ceas’d not to be young,
T he glebe was fucculent, the mould was ftrong.
Could fhe at once fade in her perfect bloom, 140
‘Wate all her {pirits, and her weaith confume ?

Grant that her vigour might in part decreafle,
From like produftions muft fhe ever ceafe?
To form a race the might have ftill inclin’d,
Though of a monftrous, or a dwarfifh, kind. 145
‘Why did fhe never, by onc crude effay,
Imperfet lines and rudiments difplay 2
In fome fucceeding ages had been found

A leg or arm unfinifh'd in the ground;
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#nd fometimes in the ficlds might ploughidg fwaind red
Turn up foft bades, and hretk unfithicn'd veins.
But grant:the earth. was. lavifly. of Ier pokwér,
And fpent ar onoe her whole prolific florey
Wauld nrot fo long a reft new vigour give,
#nd all her firft fertility. révive ? . 155
Irarn, Epicurus, of th’ experidnc’d {wain;
When frequent wounds have worsth’ impoverith'd plain:
Lict liim @ while the furrow net moleft,
But feave the glebe to heavenly dews and reft;
¥ then he till and fow the harrow'd field, . 16
Will not the.foil a plenteouns harveft yield?
- The fup, by you, Lucretius, is aflign’d |
‘The other parent of all human kind.
But does he ever languith or decay? 3
Does he not equal influence difplay, 165}
And pierce the plains with the fame altive ray ?
If then the glebe, warm’d with the folar flame,
Men ence produc’d, it ftill fhould do the fame.
You fay, the fun’s prolific beams can form
Th’ induftrious ant, the gaudy fly, and worm; 170
Can make each plant, and tree, the gardener’s care,
Befide their leaves, their proper infeéts bear :
Then might the Heavens, in fome peculiar’ ftate,
Or lucky afpeft, beaflts and men create.
Bat late enquirers by their glaffes find, 17
That cvery infeét of each different kind,
In its own egg, cheer'd by the folar rays,
Organs involv'd and latent life difplays :
This truth, difcover'd by fagacious art,
all Lucretian arrogance fubvert. 189
Proud

[
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Proud wits, your frenzy awn, and, overcome
By reafon’s force, be now for ever dumb.

If, learned Epicurus, we allow
Our race to esrth primeeval heing owe,

How did fhe male and female fexes frame ?
Say, if from fortune this diftinGtion came ?
Or did the confcious parent then forefee

By one conception fhe fhould barren be,

And therefore, wifely provident, dcfign’d
Prolific pairs to propagate the kind ;

That, thus preferv’d, the godlike race of man
Mighr not expire ere vet it {carce began ?

Since, by thefe various arguments, ‘tis clear
The teeming mould did not our parents bear ;
By more fevere eaquiries let us trace
The origin and fource of human race.

1 think, I move, | therefore know I am;
While I have been, I ftill have been the fame,
Since, from an infant, I 2 man became.

But though I am, few circling years arc gone,
Since I in Nature’s roll was quite unknown.
Then, fince ’tis plain [ have not always been,
1 afk, from whence my being could begin :

I did not to myfclf exiftence give,

Nor from myfelf the fecret power receive,

By which I reafon, and by which I live.

I did not build this frame, nor do I know

~

133

185

190

195

2¢O

205

oy et

The hidden fprings frayn whence my motions fow.

If I had forn’d myfelf, I had defign'd
A ftronger body, and a wifer mind,
N4

210
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From forrow free, nor liable to pain;

My paffions fhould obey, and reafon reign.

Nor could my being from my parents flow,

‘Who ncither did the parts or ftruture know,

Did not my mind or body underftand, 115
My fex determine, nor my fhape command :

Had they defign'd and rais’d the curious frame,
Infpir’d my branching veins with vital flame,
Fathion'd the heart, and hollow channels made,
Through which the circling ftreams of life are play'd;
Had they the organs of my fenfes wrought,

And forin’d the wondrous principle of thought;
Their artful work they muft have better known,
Explain'd its fprings, and its contrivance fhown.

If they could make, they might preferve me too, a2
Prevent my fears, or diffipate my woe. '
When long in ficknefs Janguifhing I lay,
‘They with compalfion touch’d did mourn and pray;
To footh my pain, and mitigate mny grief,
They faid kind things, yet brought me no relief, 230
But whatfoever caufe my being gave,
The Power that made me can its creature fave.

If to myfelf I did not being give,
Nor from immediate parents did receive;
It could not from my predecefiors flow, 23$
They, than my parents, could not more beftow.
Should we the long depending fcale afcend
Of fons and fathers, will it nevar end ?

*If "twill, then muft we through the order run

To fomc ore man, whofe being ne'er begun: . 240
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If that one man was fempiternal, why

Did he, fince independent, ever die ?

If from himfelf his own exiftence came,

The caufe, that could deftroy his being, name.

To feek my Maker, thus in vain I trace 245
The whole fucceffive chain of human race.
Bewilder’d I my Author cannot find,
Till fome Firft Caufe, fome Self-exiftent Mind, }
‘Who form’d, and rules all Nature, is affign’d.

When firft the womb did the crude embryo hold,
‘What fhap’d the parts? what did the limbs unfold ?
O’er the whole work in fecret did prefide,

Give quickening vigour, and each motion guide ?
‘What kindled in the daik the vital flame,

And, ere the heart was form’d, pufh’d on the reddening
T hen for the heart the apteft fibres ftrung?  [ftream?
And in the breaft th’ impulfive engine hung ?

Say, what the various-bones fo wifely wrought ?

How was their frame to fuch perfe€tion brought
‘What did their figures for their ufes fit, 260
T heir number fix, and joiuts adapted knit ;

And made them all in that juft order ftand,

‘W hich motion, ftrength, and ornament, demand ?
"What for the finews fpun fo ftrong a thread,

‘The curious loom to weave the mufcles fpread? 264
Did the nice ftrings of tended membranes drill,

And perforate the nerve with fo much fkill, }
‘Then with the a&tive ftream the dark receffes fill ?
“The purple mazes of the veins difplay’d,

And all th’ arterial pipes in order laid, 210
AT \har
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What gave the boyading current te the blsod,
And to and fro convey’q the reftlefs flood

The living fabrick now in picces take,
Of every part due obfervation make ;

All which fuch art dif¢over, fo conduce 275
To beauty, vigour, and each deftin’d ufe;

The Atheift, if to fearch for truth inclin’d, '
May in himfelf his full conviftion find, }

And from his body teach his erring mind.

‘When the crude embryo careful Natura breeds, 280
Sce how fhe works, and how her werk proceeds ;
‘While through the mafs her energy fhe darts,

To freg and {well the complicated parts,
Which only does unrave] and untwift

Th’ invelop’d limbs, that previous there exift. 18g
And as each vital fpeck, in which remains

Th’ entire, but rumpled animal, contains }
Organs perplext, and clues of twining veins ;

So every feetus bears a fecret hoard,
‘With {leeping, unexpanded iffue flor’d ; 290
‘Which numerous, but unquickend progeny,
Clafp’d and inwrap'd within each other lie-:
Engendering heats thefc one by one unbind,
Stretch their fmall tubes, and hamper’d nerves unwind :
And thus, when time fhall drain cach magazing 295
Crowded with men unborn, unripe, unfeen,
Nor yet of parts unfolded; no increafe
Can follow, all prolific power muft ceafe.

Th’ elaftic {pirits, which remain at reft
In the ftrait lodgings of the brain compreft, 300

Wahile
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by the ambient womb’s enlivening heat -

1 and awaken’d, firft themfelves dilase;
juicken'd and expanded every way

:nial labourers all their foroe difplay & i
10w begin to work the wondrous frame, . 4§15
pe the pares, and raif¢ the vital flame; Y
1en th’ extended fibres of the-brain e
altive guefts no longer can reftrain, N
»ackward fpring, which due effort compels .. .

bouring fpirits to forfake their cells 3 F3L)
irits, thus exploded from their fedt, ;
romn the head to the next parts rotreat, }

their admiffion, and their paffage beat;
:ours around th’ unopen’d mafs they take,
7 a thoufand ways their inroads make, 318
ere refifted they their race infleét,
wckward to their fource their way dire&t.
vith a fteady and alternate toil
{Tue from, and to the head recoil ;
ch their plaftic funtion they difcharge, 3%
their channels, and their tracks enlarge; .

the fwift excurfions which they make,
ilying from the brain, and leaping back,
ierce the nervous fibre, bore the vein,
retch th’ arterial channels, which contain  3ag
rious ftreams of life, that to and fro
sh-dark meanders undirefted flow;
‘pedted egg this gradual change betrays,
ich the brooding hen expanding heat conveys,
beating heart, demanded firft for ufe, 330
irft mufcle nature does produce:

2 By
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By this impulfive engine’s conftant aid -

The tepid.floods are every way convey’d;

And did not Nature’s care at firft provide

The altive heart, to puth the circling tide,

All progrefs to her work would be denied.
The falient point, fo.firft is call’d the heart,

Shap’d and fufpended with amazing art,

By turns dilated, and by turns compreft,

Expels and entertains the purple gueft :

It fends from out its left contraéted fide

Into th" arterial tube its vital pride;

‘Which tube, prolong’d but little from its fource,

Piarts its wide trunk, and takes a double courfe.
One channel to the head its way dire&ts,

One to th’ inferior limbs its path infleéts :

Both fmaller by degrees, and fmaller grow,

340

345

And on the parts, through which they brasching go,}

A thoufand fecret, fubtle pipes beftow;

From which bv numerous convolutions wound,
‘Whrapt with th’ attending nerve, and twifted 10und,
‘The complicated knots and kernels rife,

Of various figures, and of various fize.

Th’ arterial dufls, when thus invalv’d, produce
Unnumber'd glands, and of important ufe;

But after, as they farther progrefs make,

The appellation of a vein they take;

For though th’ arterial pipes themfelves extend
In fmalleft branches, yet they never end ;

The fame continuzd circling channels run

‘Back to the heart, where firft their courfe begun,

350
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The heart, as faid, from its contraltive cave

On the left fide, cjeéls the bounding wave ;

Exploded thus, as fplitting channels lead,

Upward it fprings, or downward is convey'd ; 365
The crimfon jets with force elaftic thrown

Afcend, and climb the mind’s imperial throne;
Arterial ftreams through the foft brain diffufe,

And water all its fields with vital dews: ]

From this o'erflowing tide the curious brain . 370
Does through its pores the purer {pirits ftrain ;

Which to its inmoft feats their paffage make,

Whence their dark rife th’ extended finews take ;

With all their mouths the nerves thefe {pirits drink,
Which through the cells of the fine ftrainer fink ; 375
Thefe all the channel’d fibres every way

For motion and fenfation ftill convey.

The greateft portion of th’ arterial blood,

By the clofe ftru&ture of the parts withftood,

Whofe narrow methes ftop the groffer flood, 380
By apt canals and furrows in the brain,

Which here difcharge the office of a vein, }
Invert their current, and the heart regain.

The fhooting ftreams, which through another road
The beating engine downward did explode, 38
To all th’ inferior parts defcend, and lave
The members with their circulating wave :

To make th’ arterial treafure move as flow,
As nature’s ends demand, the channels grow }
Still more contrated, as they farther go: 390
Befides, the glands, which o’er the body fpread
Fine complicated clues of nervous thresd,

3 JR SSTSS LN
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Involv’d and twifted with th* arterial duét,
“The rapid miotion of the blood obftrut:
Thefe labyrinths the ¢ircling current fiay 39%
For noble ends, wHich’after we difplay.
Soon as the Ylood has paft the winding ways,
And various turnings.of the wondrous maze,
From the:entangled knot of veflels freed,
1t runs its vital ace with greater fpeed ; . 4c0
And from the parts and members moft remote
By thefe canals the ftreams are backward brought, }
Which are of thinner coats and fewer fibres wrought;
“Till all the confluent rills their current join,
And in the ample Porta-vein combine. 40:
“This larger channel'by a thoufand roads
FEonters the liver, and its {tore unloads ;
Which from that flore by proper inlets ftrains
‘The yellow dregs, and fends them by the veins 1
“To the large ciftern, which the gall contains ; j
“Then to the vein, we Cava nawne, the blood
«Calls in the fcatter’d ftreams, and re-collefls the flood.
As when the Thames advances through: the-plain,
With his freth waters-to dilute the main;
He turns and winds amid(t the flowery meads, 413
‘And now contriflts, and now his waters fpreads ;
Here in a courfe dire& he forward-tends,
*There to his head his waves retorted bends :
S¢e, now the fportive-flood in two divides
His filver train, now with unitag tides 420
He waaton cla(ps the intercepred foil,
And forms with erring: {treams the reedy iflc ;
At length colle@ing all his warery-band,
Fihe ocean to augment he \eaves the land, - . «
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So the red currents in their fectet mave 413
In various rounds through dark meanders pafs,
Till all, affembled in the Cava vein,
Briog to the heart’s right fide their crimfon train,
Which now compreft with force elaftic drives
The flood, that chrough the fecret paffes flrives; 430
The road that to the lungs this fore tranfmits
Into unnumber’d narrow channels {plits s
The venal blood crowds through the winding ways,
And through the tubes the hroken tide conveys ;
Thofe numerous flreams, their rofy beauty gone, 433
Poor by expence, and faint with labour grown,
Are in the lungs enrich’d, which reinfpire
The languid liquors, and reftore theis fire.
The large arterial dufs that thither {ead,

By which the blood is from the heart convey’d, 440}
Through either lobe tea thoufand branches fpread.
Here its bright ftream the bounding current parts,
And through the various patles fwittly darts,
Each fubtle pipe, each winding channel, fills
With fprightly hiquors, and with purple rillsg 443
The.pipe, diftinguifh’d by &s guittly rings,
To cherith life aéral pafture brings,
Which the foft breathing lungs with gentle foree
Conttaut enmbrace by tumes, by turns dévorce;
The fpringy air tiis pitrous food impells ' 420
Through all the [pungy parts and bladder'd eslh, -,
And with ddating breath the vital bellows {etts ; }
Th’ admitaed nitse agitases the dood,
Revives its fare, and pe-fermenss she blond.

: SN,
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Behold, the fireams now change their languid blue,
chain their glory, and their flame renew ;
‘With fcarlet honours re-adorn’d, the tide
Leaps on, and, bright with more than Tyrian pride,
Advances to the heart, and fills the cave
On the left fide, which the firft motion gave; 460
Now through the fame involv’d arterial ways,
Again th’ exploded jets th’ impulfive engine plays.

No fons of wifdom could this current trace,
Or of th’ Ionic, or Italic race : .
From thee, Democritus, it lay conceal’d, 465
Though yiclding nature much to thee reveal’d;
Though with the curious knife thou didft invade
Her dark receffes, and hatt oft’ difplay’d
The crimfon mazes, and the hollow road,
‘Which to the heart conveys the refluent blood. 470
Tt was to thee, great Stagyrite, unknown,
And thy Preceptor of divine renown.
Learning did nc’er this fecret truth impart
To the Greek mafters of the healing art.
*Twas by the Coan’s piercing eye unview’d, 475
And did attentive Galen’s fearch elude.

‘Thou, wondrous Harvey! whofe immortal fame,
By thee inftru&ted, grateful fchools proclaim ;
Thou, Albion’s pride, didft firft the winding way,
And circling life’s dark labyrinth difplay ; 480
Attengiye from the heart thou didft purfue
The gazing flood, and keep it ftill in view ;
T'ill thou with rapture faw’ft the channels bring

The purple currents back, and form the vital ring.
See,
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how the human animal s fed, 485
ourithment is wrought, and how convey’d :
outh, with proper faculties endued, s
itertains, and then divides the food ;
dverfe rows of teeth the meat prepare,
ich the glands fcrmenting juice confer; ° 49@
has various tender mufcles plac'd, N
ich the artful gullet is embrac'd ;
he long funnel’s curious mouth extend
gh which ingefted meats with eafe defcend 5 -
sonfederate pairs for natuie’s ufe 493
& the fibres, and the twitch produce, i
gently pufhes on the grateful food )
wide ftomach, by its hollow road;
ais long road may unobftruéted go,
lefcends, it bores the midriff through; 12
rge recciver for concotion made o
amidft the warmeft bowels laid ;
leen to this, and to the adverfe fide

owing liver’s comfort is apply’d’;
h, the pancreas has its proper fear, §93
ter its neighbour, and augment its heat;

o affift it for its deftin’d ufe,

mple bag is ftor'd with ative juice,

. can with eafe fubdue, with eafc unbind,

ted meats of every different kind; $1Q
owerful ferment, mingling with the parts,

aven'd mafs to milky chyle converts ;

>mach’s fibres this concoéted food,

ir contraction’s gentle force, exclude,
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‘Which by the mouth on the right fide defcends 53¢

Through the wide pafs, which from that mouth depends;

In its progreffion foon the Jabour'd chyle

Receives the confluent rills of bitter bile,

‘Which by the liver fever'd from the blood,

And ftriving through the gall-pipe, here unload S“}

Their yellow ftreams, more to refine the flood ;

‘The complicated glands, in various ranks

Difpos’d along the neighbouring channel’s banks,

By-conftant weeping mix their watery ftore

With the chyle’s current, and dilute it more ; 535.

‘Th’ inteftine roads, infleted and inclin’d,

In various convolutions turn and wind,

“That thefe meanders may the progrefs ftay,

And the defcending chyle by this delay

May through the milky veffels find its way,  g30

Whofe little mouths in the Jarge channel’s fide

Suck-in the flood, and drink the cheering tide s

‘Thefe numerous veins (fuch is the curious frame 1)

Receive the pure infinuating fiream ;

But no corrupt or dreggy parts admit, $38

“T'o form the blood, or feed the limbs unfr,

T'h* inteftine {piral fibres thefe protrude,

And from the winding tubes at length exclude.
Obferve, thefe finall canals confpire to make

With all their treafure one capacious lake, 240

Whofe common receptacle entertains R

Th’ united fireams of all the 1a&eal veins,

Hither the rills of water are convey’d

In curious aquzdudts by nature Jaid,

L3
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To carry all the limpid humour ftrain’d, 545

And from the blood divided by the gland ;

Which mingling currents with the milky juice

Makes it more apt to flow, more fit for ufe;

Thefe liquors, which the wide recciver fill,

Prepar’d with labour, and refin’d with fkill, 550

Another courfe to diftant parts begin, -

Through roads that fretch along the back within;

This ufeful channel, lately known, afcends,

And in the vein near the left fhoulder ends,

Which there unloads its wealth, that with the blood

Now flows in one incorporated flood ;

Soon by the vein ’tis to the heart convey’d,

And is by that elaftic engine play’d

Into the lungs, whence, as defcrib’d before,

It onward fprings, and makes the wondrous tour. 6o
Now all the banks the branching river laves

With dancing ftreams, and animated waves ;

New florid honours and gay youth beftows,

Diffufing vital vigour, where it flows;

Supplies frefh {pirits to the living frame, 563

And kindles in the eyes a brighter flame;

Mufcles impair'd receive new fibrous thread,

And cvery bone is with rich marrow fed ;

Nature revives, cheer'd with the wealthy tide,

And life regal’d difplays its purple pride. 578
But how the wondrous diftribution ’s made,

How to each part its proper food convey’d;

How fibrous ftrings for nourifhment are wrought,

By what conveyance to the mufcles brought ;

02 . Tow



196 BLACKMORE’S POEMS.

How rang’d for motion, how for beauty mix’d ; 75
With vital cement how tly’ extremes are fix’d ;
How they agree in various ways to join
In a tranfverfe, a ftraight, and crooked line;
Here loft in wonder we adoring fland,
With rapturc own the wife Dire&or’s hand, sso}
Who Nature made, and does her works command.

Let us howe’er the theme as far purfue,
As learn’d obfervers know, or think theyv do.

Mixt with the blood in the fame circling tide,
The rills nutritious through the veffcls glide ¢ 535
Thofe pipes, flill leffening as they further pafs,
Retard the progrefs of the flowing mafs.
The glands, that Nature o'er the body fpreads,
All artful knots of various hollow threads,
Which lymphaduéls, an artery, nerve, and vein, 1
Involv'd and clofe together wound, contain,
Make vet the motion of the ftreams more flow,
Which through thofe mazes intricate muft §ow :
Ard hence it comes the interrupted blood
Diflends its channels with its fwellicg flood ; 595
Thofe channels, turgid with th’ obftruéted tide,
stretch their finall holes, and make their mefhes wide,}
By fkillful Nature pierc’d on every fide.
Meantime, the labour’d chyle pervades the pores
In all th’ arterial perforated fhores ; (™
The liquid food, which through thofe paffes firives,
To every part jult reparation gives ;
Through holes of various figures various juice
Infinuates, to ferve for Nature’s ufe.
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Sce, fofter fibres to the fleth are fent,
While the thin membrane finer ftrings augment :
The tough and ftrong are on the finews laid,
And to the bones the harder are convey’d;
But what the mafs nutritious does divide,
To different parts the different portions guide,
What makes them aptly to the limbs adhere,
In youth augment them, and in age repair, -
The deepeft fearch could never yet declare.

Nor lefs contrivance, nor lefs curious art,
Surprize and pleafe in every other part.
Sce, how the nerves, with equal wifdom made,
Arifing from the tender brain, pervade
And fecret pafs in pairs the channel’d bone,

197
6o5

6190

]
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And thence advance through paths and roads unknown;

Form’d of the fineft complicated thread,

6:0

Thefe numerous cords are through the body fpread ;

A thoufand branches from each trunk they fend,
Some to the limbs, fome to the bowels tend ;
Some in firait lines, fome in tranfverfe, are found,
One forms a crooked figure, one a round ;

The entrails thefe embrace in fpiral ftrings,

Thofe clafp th’ arterial tubes in tender rings ;
The teadons fome compated clofe produce,

And fome thin fibres for the fkin diffufe.

Thefe fubtle channels (fuch is every nerve I)
For vital funétions, fenfe, and motion ferve;
Included fpirits through their fecret road
Pafs to and fro, as through the veins the blood ;
Some to the heart advancing take their way,
‘Which move and nake the beating mufcle play 3

O3
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Part to the fpleen, part to the liver, flows,
Thefe to the lungs, and to the ftomach thofe;
They help to labour and concol the food,
Refine the chyle, and animate the blood ;
Exalt the ferments, and the ftrainers aid,
That, by a conftant feparation made,
‘They may a duc ceconomy maintain,
Exclude the noxious parts, the good retain.

Yet we thefe wondrous funiions ne’er perceive,
Funtions, by which we move, by which we live; -
Unconfcious we thefe motions never heed,
Whether they err, or by juft laws proceed.

But other fpirits, govern'd by the will,
Shoot through their tracks, and diftant mufcles fill :
This Sovereign by his arbitrary nod {
Reftrains, or fends his minifters abroad 3
Swift and obedient to his high command,
‘They ftir a finger, or they lift a hand ;
They tune our voices, or they move our eyes;
By thefe we walk, or from the ground arife; t
By thefe we turn, by thefe the body bend; -
Contrat a limb at pleafure, or extend :
And though thefe {pirits, which obfequious £5
Know not the paths through which they ready flow,
Nor can our mind inftru&t them in their way, ¢
Of all their roads as ignorant as they ;
Yet feldom erring they attain their end,
And reach that fingle part, which we intend;
Unguided they a juft diftinétion make,
‘This mufcle fwell, and leave the other flack 3 6

s A
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And when their force this limb or that infleéts,
Our will the meafure of that force dire&s;
The fpirits which diftend them, as we pleafe,
Exert their power, or from their duty ceafe.

Thefe out-guards of the mind are fent abroad,
And ftill patrolling beat the neighbouring road ;
Or to the parts remote obedient fly,

Kecp pofts advanc'd, and on the frontier lie.
‘The watchful centinels at every gate,

At every paffage to the fenfes wait ;

Still travel to and fro the nervous way,
And their impreffions to the brain convey,
‘Where their report the vital envoys make, |
And with new orders are remanded baek ;
Quick, as a darted beam of light, they go,
Through ditferent paths to different organs flow,
‘Whence they refleét as {wiftly to the brain,
To give it pleafure, or to give it pain.

Thus has the Mufe 2 daring wing difplay’d,
Through tracklefs fkies ambitious flight effay'd,
To fing the wonders of the human frame ;

But, oh ! bewails her weak, unequal flame.
Ye fkilful mafters of Machaon’s race,
‘Who Nature’s mazy intricacies trace,

- And to fublimer {pheres of knowledge rife
By manag'd fire, and late-invented eyes ;
Tell, how your fearch has here eluded been,
How oft’ amaz’d and ravifh’d you have feen
The condué, prudence, and ftupendous art,
And mafter-firokes in each mechanic part.
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Tell, what delightful myfteries remain
. Unfung, which my inferior voice difdain.
Who can this field of miracles furvey,
And not with Galen all in rapture fay,
Béhold a God, adore him, and abey !
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B O O K VI

THE ARGUMENT.

THE Introduftion, in imitation of King Solomon’s
ironical conceffions to the Libertine. Creator
afferted, from the contemplation of animals. Of their
fenfe of hearing, tafting, fmelling, and efpecially of
feeing. Of the nobler operations of animals, com-
monly called inftinéts. The Creator demonftrated
farther, from the contempiation of human under-
ftanding, and the perfeftions of the mind. The vi-
gour and fwiftnefs of Thought. Simple perce
tion. Reflexion. Of the mind’s power of ag:
firatting, uniting, and feparating ideas. Of the
faculty of reafoning, or deducing onc propofition
from two others. The power of human underftand-
ing, in inventing fkillful works, and in other ine
ftances. The mind’s felf-determining power, or
freedom of choice. Her power of cleéting an end,
and chufing means to attain that end. Of control-
ing our appetites, rejelting pleafures, and chufin
-pain, want, and death itfelf, in hopes of happinels
1 a diftant unknown ftate of life. = The Conclufi-
on, being a fhort recapitulation of the whole; with
a Hymn to the Creator of the World,
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VWV HILE roly Youth its perfet bloom maintains,
Thoughtlefs of age, and ignorant of pains ; n
‘While from the heart rich ftreams with vigour fpring,
Boun through their roads, and darice their vital ring;
And fpiris, fwift as fun-beams through the fkies,
Dart through thy nerves, and fparkle in thy eyes;
‘While Nature with full ftrength thy finews arms,
Glows in thy cheeks, and triumphs in her charms;
Indulge thy inftinéts, and intent on eafe
‘With ravithing delight thy fenfes pleafe. 10
Since no black clouds dithonour now the fky,
No winds, but balmy genial zephyrs, fly,
Eager embark, and to th’ inviting gale
‘Thy pendants loofe, and fpread thy filken fail;
Sportive advance on pleafure’s wanton tide 5
‘Through flowery fcenes, ditfus’d on either fide.
Sce how the hours their painted wings difplay,
And draw, like harnefs'd doves, the fmiling day !
Shall this glad fpring, when a&ive ferments climb,
‘Thefe months, the faircft progeny of time, 20
‘The brighteft parts in all duration’s train,
Afk thee to feize thy blifs, and afk in vain ?
To their prevailing fmiles thy heart refign,
And wifely make the proffer'd bleffings thine.
Near fome fair river, on reclining land,

35
Midft groves and fountains let thy palace ftand ;
Let Parian walls unrival’d pomp difplay,
And gilded towers repel augmented day ;
Let

L
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Let porphyry pillars in high rows uphold

‘The azure roof enrich’d with veins of gold ; 30
And the fair creatures of the fculptor’s art

Part grace thy palace, and thy garden pare;

Here let the fcentful {poils of opening flowers

Breathe from thy citron walks, and jafmine bowers ;
Hefperian bloffoms in thy bofom fmell ; 35
Let all Arabia in thy garments dwell.

That coftly banquets and delicious feafts
May crown thy table, to regale thy guefts,
Ranfack the hills, and every park and wood,
The lake unpeople, and defpoil the flood ; 49
Procure each feather'd luxury, that beats
TIts native air, or from its clime retreats,

And by alternate tranfmigration flies

O'er interpofing feas, and changes fkies;

Let artful cooks to raife their relith ftrive, 44
With all the fpicy taftes the Indies give.

While wreaths of rofes round thy temples twine,
Enjoy the fparkling bleffings of the vine; '

. Let the warm ne&tar all thy veins infpire,
Solace thy heart, and raife the vital fire. 50

Next let the charms of heavenly mufic cheer
Thy foul with rapture liftening in thy ear;

Let tuneful chiefs exert their fkill, to fhow

What artful joys from manag’d found can flow;

Now hear the melting voice and trembling ftring ; 13
Let Pepuch touch the lyre, and Margarita fing,

While wanton ferments {well thy glowing veins, *
To the warm paffion give the flacken'd reins;

: Aa WS
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Thy gazing eyes with blooming beauty feaft, .
Recceive its dart, and hug it in thy breaft ; é0
From fair to fair with gay inconftance rove,
Tafte every fweet, and cloy thy foul with love.

But midft thy boundlefs joys, unbridled youth,
Remember ftill this fad, but certain truth,
That thou at laft feverely muft account;; 65
*T'o what will thy congefted guilt amount !

Allow a God ; he muft our deeds regard
A righteous Judge muft punifh and reward :
Yet that he rears no high tribunal here,
Impartial juftice to difpenfe, is clear. 70
His fword unpunifh’d criminals defy,
Nor by his thunder does the tyrant die;
While Heaven’s adorers, preft with want and pain,
Their unrewarded innocence maintain,

Sce his right hand he unextended keeps, 7%

‘Though long provok’d, th’ una&tive vengeance fleeps.
Hence we a world fucceeding this infer,

‘Where he his juftice will affert ; prepare }

To ftand arraign’d before his awful bar.

‘Where wilt thou hide thy ignominious head ? 80
Shuddering with horror, what haft thou to plead ?
Defpairing wretch! he ’ll frown thee from his throne,
And by his wrath will make his being known.
Yet more Religion’s empire to fupport,

‘To puth the foe, and make our laft effort; 13
Let beings with attention be review'd,
Which, not alone with vital power endued,
Can move themfelves, can organiz’d perceive
“The various flrokes, which various obje&s give,

By
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By laws mechanic can Lucretius tell

How living creatures fee, or hear, or fmell?
How is the image to the fenfe convey'd ?

On the tun'd organ how the impulfe made ?
How, and by which more noble part, the brain
Perceives th’ idea, can their fchools explain ?
*Tis clear, in that {uperior feat alone

The judge of objeéts has her fecret throne ;
Since, a limb fever'd by the wounding fteel,
We ftill may pain, as in that member; feel.

Mark how the {pirits watchful in the ear
Scize undulating founds, and catch the vocal air,
Obferve how others, that the tongue poffefs,
Which falts of various fhape and Gze imprefs,
From their affefled fibres upward dart,

And different taftes by different ftrokes impare,
Remark, how thofe, which in the noftril dwell,
That artful organ deftin’d for the fmell,

By vapours mov’d, their patfage upward take,
And {cents unpleafant or delightful make.

If in the tongue, the noftril, and the ear,
No fkill, no wifdom, no defign, appear;
Lucretians, next, regard the curious eye ;

Can you no art, no prudence, there defcry ?
By your mechanic principles, in vain

The fenfe of fight you labour to explain.
You fay, from all the objeéts of the eve
Thin colour’d fhapes uninterrupted fly.

As wandering ghofts (fo ancient poets feign)
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Skim through the air, and fweep th’ infernal plain ;
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So thefe light figuves roam by day and night, 120
But undifcover'd till betray’d by lighe.

But can corporeal forms with fo much eafe

Meet in their flight a thoufand images,

And yet ro confli&, no collifive force,

Break theic thin texture, and difturb their courfe? 125
What fix'd their parts, and made them fo cohere,
‘That they the pi€ture of the obje& wear ?

‘What is the fhape, that from a body flics ?

‘What moves, what propagates, what multiplies, }
And paints one image in a thoufand eyes 3 130}
‘When to the eye the crowding figures pafs,

How in a point can all pofiefs a place,

And lie diftinguifh’d in fuch narrow fpace? }
Since all perception in the brain is made,

(Though where and how was never yet difplay’d) 135
And fince fo great a diftance Jies betweed

The eye-ball, and the feat of fenfe within;

‘While in the eye th’ arrefted objeét ftays,

Tell, what th’ idea to the brain conveys ?

You fay, the {pirits in the optick nerve, 140
Mov’d by the intercepted image, ferve
‘To bear th’ impreflion to the brain, and give
The ftroke, by which the obje& we perceive,

How does the brain, touch’d with a different ftroke,
The whale diftinguifh from the marble rock? 145
Pronounce this tree a cedar, that an oak ?

Can fpirits weak or fironger blows exprefs,
One body greater, and another lefs ? )
How
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How do they make us fpace and diftance know ?

At once diftin& a thoufand obje&ts fhow ? 150
Lucretians, now proceed ; contemplate all

‘The nobler a&ions of the animal,

Which inftin& fome, fome lower reafon, call,

Say, what contexture did by chance arrive,

‘Which to brute creatures did that ipftin& give 358

‘Whence they at fight difcern and dread their foe, .

‘Their food diftinguifh, and their phyfic know 2

By which the lion learns to hunt his prey,

And the weak herd to fear and fly away ?

The birds contrive inimitable nefts ? 16

And dens are haunted by the foreft beafts ?

‘Whence fome in fubterrancan dwellings hide,

Thefe in the rocks, and thofe in woeds abide?

‘Whence timorous beafts, through hills and lawns pure

By anful thifts the ravening foc clude?  [fued, 165
‘What various wonders may obfervers fec

In a fmall infe&, the fagacious bee !

Mark, how the little untaught builders fquare

‘Their rooms, and in the dark their lodgings rear !

Nature’s mechanics, they unwearied ftrive, 170

And fill with curious labyrinths the hive.

See, what bright firokes of archite&ure fhine

‘Through the whole frame, what beauty, what dcﬁgnl

Each odoriferous cell, and waxen tower,

The yellow pillage of the rifled flower, 178

Has twice three fides, the only figure fit

‘To which the labourers may their ftores commit

‘Without the lofs of matter, or of room,

In all the wondrous ftruture of the comb.

Nesy
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Next view, {peétator, with admiring eyes, 1%

Th what juft order all th’ apartments rife !

So regular their equal fides cohere, -

Th’ adapted angles fo each other bear,

That, by mechanic rules refin’d and bold,

They are at once upheld, at once uphold. 135

Does not this fkill ev’n vie with reafon’s reach ?

Can Elucid more, can more Palladio, tcach ?

Each verdant hill th’ induftrious chemifts climb,

Extrat the riches of thé blooming thyme,

And, provident of winter long before, 190

They ftock their caves, and hoard their flowery ftore;

In peace they rule their ftate with prudent care,

Wifely defend, or wage offenfive war,

Maro, thefe wonders offerd to his thought,

Pelt his known ardour, and the rapture caught: 195

‘Then rais’d his voice, and in immortal lays

Did high as Hesven the infe nation raife.

If, Epicurus, this whole artful’ frame

Does not a wife Creator’s hand proclaim,

‘To view the intelle€tnal world advance; 200

IS this the creature too of Fate or Chance ?

Turn on itfelf thy godhke reafon’s ray,

Thy mind contemplate, and its power furvcy

" What high perfe&ions grace the human mind,

In fleth imprifou'd, and to earth confind 1 209

‘What vigour has the ! what a piercing fight !

Strong as the winds, and {prightly-as the light |

She moves unweary’d, as the ative fire,

And, like the flame, her flights to Heaven afpire;
. By
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her thoughts in never-ceafing ftreams

209

lear ; by night they ftrive in troubled dreams.

ws ten thoufand landfcapes in the brain,
of airy forms an endlefs train,

all her intelle&tual fcenes prepare,

vy turns the ftage, and difappear.
remoter regions of the tky

ift-wing’d thought can in a moment fly;
‘o the heights of Heaven, to be employ’d
ing thence th’ interminable void ;

’k beyond the ftream of time, to fec
gnant ocean of cternity.

its in an inftant through the zodiack run,
s long journey for the labouring fun;
own they fhoot, as {wift as darting light,
1 oppofing clouds retard their flight ;

‘h fubterrancan vaults with eafe they fweep,

wrch the hidden wonders of the deep.
n man with reafon dignify’d is born,
ges his naked mind adorn ;
nces or arts enrith his brain,
ncy yet difplays her pi€tur'd train :
nnate ideas can difcern,
wledge deftitute, though apt to learn,
elleGtual, like the body’s, eye,
in the womb, no obje& can defcry;
lifpos’d to entertain the light,
dge of things when offer’d to the fight.
»bjeéts through the fenfes paffage gain,
| with various imagery the brain,
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Th’ ideas, which the mind does thence perceive,
To think and know the firft occafion give,

Nor ever tafte, or fmell, or hear, or fee,
Could fhe poffeft of power perceptive be ?
Wretches, who fightlefs into being came, 245
Of light or colour no idea frame.
‘Then grant a man his being did commence,
Deny’d by Nature each external fenfe,
"Thefe ports unopen’d, diffident we guefs,
Th’ unconfcious foul no image could poffefs ; 250
‘Though what in fuch a ftate the reftlefs train
Of fpirits would produce, we afk in vain,
The mind proceeds, and to refle€tion goes,
Perceives fhe does perceive, and knows the knows ;
Reviews her aéts, and does from thence conclude
She is with reafon and with choice endued.
From individuals of diftinguifh’d kind,
By her abftradting faculty, the mind
Precifely general natures can conceive,

Did the not ufe the fenfes’ minifiry, } ]

Aund birth to notions univerfal give; 260
Tle various modes of things diftinétly thows,

A pure refpeét, a nice relation knows,

And fees whence each refpeét and each relation ﬂows?}

By her abftrafting power in pieces takes

‘T'he mix'd and compound whole, which Nature makes;
On obje&ts of the fenfes the refines,

Beings by Nature feparated joins, }

And fevers qualitics, which that combines,
The

e
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The mind, from things reprgsant, jsane zxipecs
.#n which their natures are akie feicls, =7
And can fome diffcrence and saiionefs foc

In things which feem catirdiy o sz see -

She does diftinguith here, and there xz2e;

The mark of judgement thar, and 125 of wE.

As fhe can reckon, feparate, sac comgase, 27z
Conceive what order, rule, propostion, e, }
$o from one thought fhe fi1i: can mose isicr's
Maxim from maxim can by fosce expreis,
And make difcover'd mhs afociae rxis cocc’s -
On plain foundations, which ous rea%on ia:s, 20
She can ftupeadous frames of ficace 532 ;
Notion on notion built wiil toweriog 11z,
Till th’ intelle@ual fabrics reach the fkes 5
The mathematic axioms, which appeas
By fcientific demoaftration clear, 2% )
‘The mafter builders on two piilars rear: I
From two plain prablems by laberious hoaghe
Is all the wondrsous fuperfirulture wrough:.

The foul, as mention'd, can herfclf inipedy, -

By alls reflex can view her alls dire&; 250
A tafk too hard for fenfe; for though tie cxe
Its own refle&ed image can defery,

Yet it nc’er faw the fight by which it fees,
Vifion can fhew no colour’d images.
The mind’s tribunal can reports reje& 293
Dlade by the fenfus, and their faults corred ;
The magnitude of diftant flars it knows,
Wiiich erring fenfe, as twinkling tapers, thows :
Pa Creon=d
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Crooked the fhape our cheated cye believes,
Which through a double medium it receives; 300
Superior mind does a right judgement make,
Declares it ftraight, and mends the eye’s miftake,

Where dwells this fovereign arbitrary foul,
Which does the human animal control,
Inform cach part, and agitate the whole 2 305
O’er minifierial fenfes does prefide,
To all their various provinces divide,
Each member move, and every motion guide,
Which, by her fecret uncontefted nod,
Her meflengers the fpirits fends abroad, 3“}
Through every nervous pafs, and évery vital road,
To fetch from every diftant part a train
Of outward obje&ls, to enrich the brain ?
Where fits this bright intelligence enthron’d,
With numberlefs ideas pour’d around ? 313
Where fciences and arts in order wait,
And truths divine compofe her god-like ftate ?
Can the diffe€ting fteel the brain difplay, 320
And the auguft apartment open lay,
‘Where this great queen ftill chufes to refide
1r. intelle€tual pomp, and bright ideal pride 2
Or can the eye, affifted by the glafs,
Difcern the ftrait, but hofpitable place, 328
In which ten thoufand images remain,
Without confufion, and their rank maintain ?

How does this wondrous principle of thought
Perceive the obje& by the fenfes brought
What philofophic builder will eflay 330
By rules mechanic to unfold the way

4 How
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How a machine muft be difpos’d to think,
Ideas how to frame, and how to link?
Tell us, Lucretius, Epicurus, tell,
And you in wit unrival fhall excel, 335
How through the outward fenfe the obje&t flies,
How in the foul her images arife;
What thinking, what perception is, explain;
What all the airy creatures of the brain;
How to the mind a thought refle&ted goes, 340
And how the confcious engine knows it knows.
The mind a thoufand fkilful works can frame,
Can form deep projeéts to procure her aim.
Merchaats for eaftcrn pearl and golden ore
To crofs the main, and reach the Indian fhore, 345
Prepare the floating fhip, and fpread the fail,
To catch the impulfe of the breathing gale.
‘Warriors in fraining {chemes their witdom fhow,
‘To difappoint or circumvent the foe.
‘Th’ ambitious ftatefman labours dark defigns, 350
Now open force employs, now undermines ;
By paths direét his end he now purfues,
By fide approaches now, and flanting views.
Sce, how refiftlefs orators perfuade,
Draw out their forces, and the heart invade; 355
Touch every fpring and movement of the foul,
‘This appetite excite, and that control ;
Their powerful voice can flying tio ps arreft,
Confiim the weak, and melt th’ gbdurate breaft ;

Chace fiom thie fad their melancBBly air, 360
Sooth difcontent, and folace anxious care.
P3 ANANS N
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When threatening tides of rage and anger rife,
Ufurp the throne, and reafon’s fway defpife,
When in the feats of life this tempeft rcigns,
Beats through the heart, and drives along the veins;
Sec, eloquence with force perfuafive binds
The reftlefs waves, and charms the warring winds,
Refifilefs bids tumultuous uproar ceafe,
Reca'ls the calm, and gives the bofom peace.
Did not the mind, on heavenly joy intent, 370
‘T'le various kinds of harmony invent ?
She the theorbo, fhe the viol found,
And all the moving melody of found 2
She gave to breathing rubes a power unknewn,
“To fpeak infpir'd with accents not their own ; 375
Taught tuncful fons of mufic how to fing,
How, by vibrations of th’ extended ftring,
An1 manag’d impulfe on the fuffering atr,
T extort the rapture, and delight the car.
Sec, how celeflial reafon does command 380
The ready pencil in the painter’s hand;
Whofe firokes affe€t with nature’s felf to vie,
And with falfc life amufe the doubtful eye :
Behoid the ftrong emotions of the mind
Exerted in the eyes, and in the face defign’d. 15
Such is the artift’s wondrous power, that we
Ev'n pi&tur'd fouls and colour'd paffions fee,
‘Where without words (peculiar eloquence)
The bufy figures {peak their various fenfe.
What living face does more diftrefs or woe, 390
More finifh’d fhame, confufion, horror, know, }
Than what the mafiers of the pencil thew?
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Mean time the chizel with the pencil vies;
The fifter arts difpute the doubtful prize.
Are human limbs, ev’n in their vital ftate, 395
More juft and ftrong, more free and delicate, }
‘Than Buonorota’s curious tdols create ?
He to the rock can vital inftin&s give,
Which thus transform'd can rage, rejoice, 6r grieve :
His &kilfal hand does marble. veins infpire 400
Now with the lover’s, now the here’s fire 3
So well th’ imagin’d attors play their part,
The filent hypocrites fuch power exert,
Thar pafiions, which they feel not, they beftow,
Affright us with their fear, and melt us with their woe,
‘There Niobe leans weeping on her arm :
How her fad looks and beaurcous forrow chatin !
Sce, here a Venus foft in Parian ftone;
A Pallas there to ancient fables krown;
That from the rock arofe, not from the main, 410
This not from Jove's, but from the fculptor’s brain,
Admire the carver’s fertile energy,
With ravith’d eyes his happy offspring fee,
‘What beauteous figures by th’ unrival’d art”
Of Britith Gibbons from the cedar ftart! 415
He makes that tree unnative charmns atfume,
Ufurp gay honours, and another’s bloom ;
‘The various fruits, which different climates bear,
And all the pride the fields and gardens wear ;
‘While from unjuicy limbs without a root 420
New buds devis'd, and leafy branches, fhoot,
As human kind can by an a&t dire&t,
Perccive and know, then reafon and veflefk s

LY
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So the Self-moving Spring has power to chufe,

Thefe methods to reje&t, and thofe to ufe ; 424
She can defign and profecute an end,

Exert her vigour, or her at fufpend;

Free from the infults of all foreign power,

She does her godlike liberty fecure ;

Her right and high prerogative maintains, 430
Impatient of the yoke, and fcorns coercive chains ;
She can her airy train of forms difband,

And makes new levees at her own command ;

Orer her ideas fovereign fhe prefides,

At pleafure thefe unites, and thofe divides. 435

The ready phantoms at her nod advance,

And form the bufy intclle€tual dance ;

‘While her fair fcenes to vary, or fupply,

She fingles out fit images, that lie

In memory’s records, which faithful hold M40
Objelts immenfe in fecret marks inroll'd ;

The fleeping forms at her command awake,

And now return, and now their cells forfake,

On aftive Fancy’s crowded theatre,

As fhe dire€ls, they rife or difappear. 445

Objelts, which through the fenfes make their way,

And juft impreflions to the foul convey,

Give her occafion firft herfelf to move,

And to exert her hatred, or her love;

Ideas, which to fome impulfive feem, 450
A& riot upon the mind, but that on them,

When fhe to foreign objeéts audience gives,
Their ttrokes and motions in the brain perceives,
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As thefe perceptions, we ideas name,

From her own power and aétive nature came, 458
So when difcern’d by intelle€tual lighe, .

Herfelf her various paffions does excite, }
To ill her hate, to good her appetite ;

To thun the firft, the latter to procure,
She chufes means by free ele&ive power; 460
She can their various habitudes furvey,
Debate their fitnefs, and their merit weigh,
And, while the means fuggefted the compares,
She to the rivals this or that prefers.
By her fuperior power the reafoning foul 46§
Can cach reluétant appetite control ;
Can every paflion rule, and every fenfe,
Change Nature’s courfe, and with her laws difpenfe ;
Our breathing to prevent, fhe can arreft
Th’ extenfion, or contralion, of the breaft; 470
When pain’d with hunger, we can food refufe,
And wholefome abftinence, or famine chufe.
Can the wild beaft his inftinét difobey,
And from his jaws releafe the captive prey?
Or hungry herds on verdant paftures lie, 478
Mindlefs to eat, and refolute to die ?
With heat expiring, can the panting hart
Patient of thirft from the cool ftrcam depart 2
Can brutes at will imprifon’d breath detain ?
Torment prefer to eafe, and life difdain ? 430
From all reftraine, from all compulfion free,
Unforc'd, and unneceflitated, we
Ourfelves determine, and our frcedom prove,
When this we fly, and to that objefk move.

W
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Had not the mind a power to witl and chufe, "
One object to embrace, and one refufe; ’
Could fhe not a&, or not her a& fufpend,
As it obftru&ted, or advanc'd her end ;
Virtue and Vice were names without a caufe,
‘This would not Hate deferve, nor that Applaufe; 4go
Jagtice in vain has high tribunals reard,
‘Whom can her fentence pinith, whom reward ?
If impious children fhould their father kill,
Can they. be wicked, when they cannot will ;
‘When only caufes foreign and unfcen 495
$irike with tefiltlefs force the fprings within, }
‘Whence in the engine man all motion muft begin ?
Are vapours guilty, which the vintage blaft ?
Are ftorms profcrib’d, which lay the foreft watte ?
‘Why lies the wretch then tortar'd on the wheel,  ¢é
¥f forc’d to treafon, or compell’d to fteal ?
Why does the warrior; by aufpicious fate
‘With laurels crown’d, and clad in robes of ftate,
In triumph ride amidft the gazing throng
Deaf with applaufes, and the Poet’s fong ; 505
¥f the viCtorious, but the brute machine
Did only wreaths inevitable win,
And no wife choice or vigilance has fhown,
Mov'd by 4 faral impulfe, not his own ?
Should trains of atoms human fenfe impel, 510
Though not fo fierce, fo ftrong, fo vifible,
As foldiers arn’d, and do not men arreft
With clubs upheld and daggers ac their breaft;
* means compulfive are not plainer thown,
en ruffians drive, o couquerors deag us éngy 515
| X

N
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uch we ’reforc’d, when by an atom ’s fw'ay )
rol'd, as when a tyrant we obey;

by whatever caufe conftrain’d to a&,

nerit no reward, no guilt contratt.

ir mind of rulers feels a confcious awe, 313

res their juflice, and segards their taw. o

e&titude and deviation knows,

vice from one, from one thar virtae flows ;

1efe the feels unlike effe&ts within,

1 virtue pleafure, and remorfe from fin; 825

's of a jult reward by that are fed,

iis of wrath vindi&tive fecret dread.

mind, which thus can rules of duty learn,

right from wrong, and good from ill, difcern,

ch, the fharp ftroke of juftice to prevent, 530

thame ‘exprefs, can grieve, refleét, repent;

A fate or chance her rife can never draw,

‘e caufes know not virtue, vice, or law,

e can a life fucceeding this conceive,

lifs or woe an endlefs ftate belicve. 53R

ding the juft and univerfal doom,

aw’d by fears of punifhment to come,

opes excited of a glorious crown,

certain plca'fures in a world unknown ; .

:an the fond defires of fenfe reftrain, 546

»unce delight, and chufe diftrefs and pain;

ruth on danger, can deftrultion face,.

al relinquith life, and death.embrace ;

o affliCted virtue can adhere,

chains and want to profperous guilk yrefexy  way
. Vntoow'd
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Unmov’d, thefe wild tempeftuous feats furvey,
And view ferene this reftlefs rolling fea.
In vain the monfters, which the coaft infeft,
Spend all their rage to interrupt her reft;
Her charming fong the fyren fings in vain, §50
She can the tuneful hypocrite difdain;
Fix’d and unchang’d the faithlefs world behold,
Deaf to its threats, and to its favour cold.
Sages remark, we labour not to thow
‘The will is free, but that the man is fo: 555
For what enlightea’d reafoner can declare
What human will and underftanding are ?
What fcience from thofe objefts can we frame
Of which we little know, befides the name ?
‘The learned, who with anatomic art 560
Diffe&t the mind, and thinking fubftance parz, }
And various powers and faculties affert,
Perhaps by fuch abftrattion of the mind
Divide the things, that are in nature join’d.
‘What matfters of the fchools can make it clear 565
Thofe faculties, which two to them'apyear,
Are not refiding in the foul the fame,
And not diftin&, but by a ditferent name ?
Thus has the Mufe purfued her hardy theme,
And fung the wonders of this artful frame, s10
Ere yet one fubtcrranean arch was made,
Cne cavern vaulted, or one girder laid ;
Ere the high rocks did o'er the fhores arife,
Or fnowy mountains tower’d amidft the fkies
Before the watery troeps fil'd off from land, 578
1nd lay amidft the rocks eutrench’d in fand ;
Ve



CREATION. Boox VII 218

Before the air its bofom did unfold,

Or bumifh’d orbs in blue expanfion roll’d;

She fung how Nature then in embryo lay,

And did the fecrets of her birth difplay. 1)
When after, at th’ Almighty’s high command,

Obedient waves divided from the land ;

And fhades and lazy mifts were chac’d away,

While rofy light diffus’d the tender day ;

When uproar ceas’d, and wild confufion fled, (113

And new-born Nature rais’d her beauteous head;

She fung the frame of this térreftrial pile,

The hills, the rocks, the rivers, and the foil;

She view’d the fandy frontiers, which reftrain

The noify infults of th’ imprifon’d main; - 590

Rang’d o'er the wide diffufion of the waves,

The moift coerulean walks, and fearch’d the coral caves,
She then furvey’d the fluid fields of air,

And the crude feeds of meteors fathion’d there;

Then with continued flight the fped her way, 595

Mounted, and bold purfued the fource of day;

With wonder of celeftial motions fung,

How the pois’d orbs are in the vacant hung,

How the bright fluices of ztherial light,

Now fhut, defend the empire of the night, 600

And now, drawn up with wife alternate care,

Let floods of glory out, and fpread with day the air,
Then with a daring wing fhe foar’d fublime,

From realm to realm, from orb to orb did climb :

Swift through the fpacious gulph fhe urg’d her way, 605

At length emerg’d in empyrean day;

Wi
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‘Where far, oh far, beyond what mortals fee, -

In the void diftrid}s of) immenfiry,

“The mind new, fups, new planets, can explore,

AMad vet bevond can. fill.imagine more. 610

Thus ia bald numbers did th' adventurous Mufe

“To fing the lifclefs parts of Nature chufe ;

And then advape’d to Wonders yet bebind,

*Survey'd and {ung the vegetable kind 3

Pid lofty, waods, and bumble brakes review, 615
Along the valley fwops, and o'er the mountain flew.
“Then left the. Mufg the field and waving grove, ,
And unfatigued witly grateful labour firove. '
To climb.th’ amazing heights of fenfe, and fing

“The power petceptive, snd the inward fpring 630}
‘Which agitaves and guides each living thing.

. She pext effay’d the embryo’s rife to trace

“From an unfathion’d, rude, unehaonel’d mafs :

Sung hew the fpirits waken'd in-the braia

Foxert their foree, and genial toil maintain ; 615
“Ere& the beating heart, the channels frame,

Unfold entangled limbs, and kindle vital flame s

‘How the {mall pipes are io meanders laid,

And bounding hife is to and fro cenvey’d;
~ ¥law fpirits,. which for fenfe and metion ferve, . 630

Unguided find the perforated nerve,

Theough every dark recefs: purfue their flight,
‘Unconfcions-of the-road, and void of fighe, }
Yet, cerzain of the way, Rill guide their motions right.

From thence a nobler Blght the: did ¢tlay,

'he mind’s extended empire to furvey.
7 She
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She {ung the godlike principle of thought,
And how, from objeéts by the fenfes broughs, }
The inte!lcCtual imagery is wrought;
How fhe the modes of beings can difcern, 349
A nice refpeét, a mecer relation learn ;
Can all rhe thin abftradted notions reach,
Which Grecian wits, or, Britain, thine can teach.
Thus has the Mufe ftrove to difplay a part
Of thofe unnumber'd miracles of art, 643
Of prudence, condu&, and of wife defign,
Which to th’ attentive thought confpicuous fhine,
Still, vanquifh’d Atheifts! will you keep the field,
And, hard in error, ftill refufe to yicld ?
See, all your broken arms lie fpread around, 650
And ignominious rout deforms the ground;
Be wife, and once, admonifh’d by a foe,
Wherelics your ftrength, and where your weaknefs, know;
No more at Reafon’s folemn bar appear,
Hardy no more fcholaftic weapons bear; 653
Difband yoyr feeble forces, and decling
The war; no more in tinfel armour fhine;
Nor fhake your bullruth fpears, but fwift repair
To your ftrong place of arms, the fcoffer’s chair ;
And thence, fupported with a mocking ring, 66Q
Sarcaftic darts and keen inve&ives fling
Againtt your foes, and fcornful at your feafts
Religion vanquifh with decifive jefts ;
Arm’d with refitlefs laughter, Heaven affail,
Relinquifh Reafon, and let Mirth prevail. 663
Good Heaven! that men, who vaunt difcerning fight,
Ang arrogant from wifdom’s diffant heighx
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Look down on vulgar mortals, who revere

A Caufe’ Suprcme, thould their proud building rear }

‘Without one prop the ponderous pile to bear!

How much the Judge, who does in Heaven prefide

Re-mocks the fcoffer, and contemns his pride !

Behold, the fad unfufferable hour )

Advances near, which will his error cure

When he compell’d fhall drink the wrathful bowl,

And ruin’d feel immortal vengeance roll }

Through all his veins, and drench his inmoft foul.

O’erwhelm’d with horror, funk in deep defpair,

And loft for ever, will the wretch forbear

To curfe his madnefs, and blafpheme the power 680

Of his juft Sovereign, which he mock’d before?

Hail, King Supreme! of Power Immenfe Abyfs! .

Father of Light! Exhauftlefs Source of Blifs!

Thou uncreated, Self-exiftent Caufe, )

Contwl’d by no fuperior Being’s laws, 685

Eye infant light effay’d to dart the ray,

Smil’d heavenly fweet, and try’d to kindle day :

Ere the wide fields of zther were difplay’d,

Or filver ftars coerulean fpheres inlaid ;,

Ere yet the cldeft child of Time was born, 690

Or verdant pride young Nature did adorn;

‘Thou art; and didft eternity employ

In unmolefted peace, in plenitude of joy,

In its ideal frame the world, defign'd

From ages paft, lay finith’d in thy mind. 695

Conform to this divine imagin’d plan,

With perfeét art th’ amazing work began. -
. y
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Thy glance furvey’d the folitary plains,
‘Where thapelefs fhade inert and filent reigns;
‘Then in the dark and undiftinguifh'd {pace,
Unfruitful, uninclos’d, and wild of face,
‘Thy compafs for the world mark’d out the deftin’d
place.

“Then didft Thou through the fields of barren Night
Go forth, collected in Creating Might.
‘Where Thou almighty vigour didft exert,
‘Which emicant did this and that way dart
Through the black bofom of the empty fpace
The gulphs confefs th® omnipotent embrace,
And, pregnant grown with elemental feed,
Unfinith’d orbs and worlds in embryo breed.
From the crude mafs, Omnifcient Archite&t,
Thou for each part materials didft fele&t, }
And with a mafter-hand thy world ereét.
Labour'd by Thee, the globes, vaft lucid buoys,
By Thee uplifted, float in liquid fkies :
By Thy cementing word their parts cohere,
And roll by Thy impulf(ive nod in air.
Thou in the vacant didft the earth fufpend,
Advance the mountains, and the vales extend ;
People the plains with flocks, with beafts the wood,
And flore with fcaly colonies the flood.

Next, Min arofe at Thy Creating Word,
Of Thy terreftial realms vicegerent lord. -
His foul, more artful lJabour, more refin’d,
And emulous of bright Seraphic Mind,

Ennabled
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Ennobled by Thy Image, fpatlefs thone,
Prais’d Thee her author, and ador’d Thy throne s
Able to know, admire, enjoy her God,
She did her high felicity applaud.

Singe Thou didft all the {pacious worlds difplay,
Homage to Thee let all obedient pay.
Let gliueripg ftars, that dance their deftin’d ring
Sublime in fky, with vocal planets fing .

Confederate praife to Thee, O Great Creator King !

Let the thin diftri€ts of the waving air,
Conveyancers of found, Thy fkill declare.
Let winds, the breathing creatures of the fkies,
Call in each vigorous gale, that roving flies
By land or fea; then oneloud triumph raife,
And all their blafts employ in fongs of praife.

While painted herald-birds Thy deeds proclaim,
And on their {preading wings convey Thy fame :
Let Eagles, which in Heaven’s blue concave foar,
Scornful of carth fuperior feats explore,
And rife with breafts creét againtt the fun,
Be minifters to bear Thy bright renown,
And carry ardent praifes to Thy throne.

Ye fith, affume a voice; with praifes fill
The hollow rock, and loud reative hill.
Let lions with their roar their thanks exprefs,
With acclamations fhake the wildernefs.
Let thunder- clouds, that float from pole to pole,
With falvos loud falute Thee as they roll.
Ye montfters of the fea, ye noify waves,
Strike with applaufe the repercuffive caves.

|

} |
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Let hail and rain, let meteors form’d of fire,

And lambent flames, in this bleft work confpire.

Let the high cedar and the mountain pine

Lowly to thee, Great King, their heads incline,

Let every fpicy odoriferous tree

Prefent its incenfe and its balm to Thee. o
Andthou, Heaven’s viceroy o’er this world below, ..

To this bleft tafk fuperior ardour thow :

‘To view thyfelf, inflect thy reafon’s ray,

Nature’s replenifh’d theatre furvey;

‘Then all on fire the Author’s fkill adore,

And in loud fongs exto} Creating Power.
Degenerate minds, in mazy error loft,

May combat Heaven, and impious triumphs boaft;

“hagy

But, while my veins feel animating fires, 1‘«
And vital air this breathing breaft infpires,

Grateful to Heaven, I'll ftretch a pious wing, .
And fing His praife, who gave me power to fing. E

<7
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