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PREFACE,

TH E Abbe de la Bleterie published, Jii

iy^Sy ^^ ^^^ ^^ r Rfnpereur JuHcf:^

t2'mb. * To this he added, in 174S, U Hif-

to'ire de I* Eniferetir yovien, et Traductions de

^uelques Ouvrdges de P Emperetir yuHen, in

two volumes, fmall 8vo. Both thefe works

are executed with uncommon elegance and

judgerhent, and have been very ferviceable

to me in the following tranflations. With

^reat fagacity the Abbe has explained and

enlightened feveral ambiguous and obfcure

^'i^ paflages ; and many others he has happily

illuftrated, though, in general, by endea-

vouring to give the idea of his author as he

prefumes '* Julian himfelf would have ex-

*' preffed it, if he had written in French,'*

* Bleterie's Life is indeed a vfery elegant one, and W:it

with much candour and innpartiality. Ke ism deep m in

in tiie le.iniing of thofe times, but his good fenfe ge: era ly

enables him to leize the right, Warj:U1iton.

Vol. 1. b his



viu PREFACE.
* of the learned languages r' The excellent

** Latin veriion of Father Petau * has already

*' placed Julian within the reach of thole

*' who are not fufficiently acquainted with

*' Greek to read the original ; and the cele-

** brated Satire of the C^sars, publifhed

'« in French by M. Spanheim t? with 2. long

*' and

^ Petau Dionysius [or Petavius], a Jefuit, was one

of the nioft learned men of his age. He was born in the

city of Orleans, and honoured it by his n.erit. He was a

vaft genius, formed for literature, and rendered himfelf

a prodigy of knowledge. For, befides the learned lan-

guages, which he wrote and fpoke with the greateft fluency,

there never was a divine more profound, an hiftorian better

informed, an orator more eloquent, a critic more judicious,

a poet more ingenious and more flowery. In fliort, of

nothing in literature he was ignorant. His excellent works

leave no room to doubt this truth. Father Petau entered

among the Jefuits in the year 1&05, which was the izd of

his age. He was profeffbr there of eloquence, and after-

wards of facred literature, and daring the forty-eight years

that he lived there in a moft exemplary and edifying manner,

he was the ornament of his fociety, the friend of all men
of learning, the admiration of foreigners, and, in a word,

one of the moft excellent geniufes in France in the xviith.

century. F. Petau died in the college of Clermont, at

Paris, on the nth of December, 1652, aged 69. See his

Life, written by another great mnn, Henry de Valois, his.

intimate friend, with the funeral elogiums of the learned.

BeficTes numerous other works, he printed, in :6i3, xvi

orations of Thernillius, in Greek and Latin, with notes

and conjectures of his own ; and in 1634 [rather 1630}, he

publiflied the works of the Emperor Julian, 4to. &c.

MojlERI.

t Si'ANKEiM EzEKiKT.,the eldcfl fon of Frederick Span-

heim, profcilor of divinity at Leaden, was born at Gcneva|

I
ia



P R E F A C E.

^' and learned commentary, has inflru(Sled

** the mofl intelligent, without offending the

^.' mofl ignorant *.'*

V Of all the remaining works of Julian, both

thofe which are here tranflated, and thofe

which are not, M. de la Bleterie has given

the following very accurate account-:

*' Independently of thofe faults of his

*' age, - which Julian has not fufHciently

*' avoided, I mean a tafle for declamation,

" and' the malady of quoting inceffantly the

*' ancients, efpecially the divine Homer,
*' whether by way of ornament, or even of

proof, 1 queftion whether the two Pane-

IX

((

in the year 1629. For proofs of his extenfive learning

fee his work dc praftantid ct lij'u 7iumlf7natT.fn^ his DifTerta-

tion on a medal of the Abderites, his five letters to More!!,

a famotis antiquary and medajlill, which have, been \ rint-*d

with the Specimen unlverf^c rei nurnmaria atitigua^ which tne

fame Morell ptiblifhed at Leipfic^ -in 1695 • '-his notes on

Callimachus, and on the C-ffisARs of the Entperor Julian,

aiid feme other treatifes, whofe 'title may be feen in

Moreri, Paris edition, 1695. You may there alfo find a

feries of all the employments to which he w^s f^-'cceffively

raifed at the courts of various pririceV, tilllK; was fent for

the fourth time to the court of France (by the Eleftor of

Brandenburgh], after the peace of Ryiwick. He continued

at Paris from that time to the beginning of theyear-iyoi,

when he was fent amihafl?.dor to England by his maftcr, the

new king of Prulfia [-.vith the title and dignity of Baron],

He died there Qi5t. 28, 1710, aged 81. BaV^e,
Preface a la Fie d^' juticn, p. i— 3.

b 3 " GYRICS
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f^,j,to kimfelf. But this long dllecurfe prcr

*^^,.jfentS;;fuch a confufed mixture of meta-

"l,pliylics an^ phyiics; it li^s fo much ver?

"^bofity, ib little juftipe and preclfion, that

**-it. can do no honour but to the fecundity

**, of Julian, who conipofed it in the fpace

*.y. qf

,

th ree nigh ts.

,

'' He employed only one in making the

*.', ffLGGJUM ON THE MoTHER OF THE GoDS*.
• ~t

V; i^ ^^'^^ compofed at Peflinuntus in Phrygia,

** where was a temple of that Goddefs, apr

*' parentiy to revive thp zeal of the people.

" He tortures his genius and imagination to

*^ explriji) allegorically the fable of Cybele

'A.'andjA'ys,, with the ceremonies of their

^^ ^worffliip. Ail thefe efforts terminate merely

** in pulpli^iiigv with the tone of p.n enthur

* Ori?/. V, One of the or'ations of Julian, is cOnfecrated

toj^phorrpur of Cybele, the i^o.the.r; of the Gods, who re-

quired frnm her efffmiiKite prieils the bloody facrifice io

i-'ffnl}'f><?rK''rmed by the mndneis of the Phrygian boy. The
]:yq\j-s.Empt.i"oi' condelceads to relatp, without a blufli, and

without a fmile, ;he voyagQ of the Qoddefs from the

fliores of Pcrgamus to the mouth of the Ty'- r; and the

flupenjdoV'S miracle, \yiHchwCopvinced the fenate and people

of Ro.i.e th'it the lump of clay, which their air.bafTadors

trarfpi-f^ed over I'hc leas, was endowed with life, and lenti-

nient, aad, divine power. For the truth of this prodigy he.

appeals to the pubjic monuments of the city; and cenfures,

wih.ro'me acrimony, the fickly and affeftcd tafte of thofe

jnen, uho impertinently derided the facrcd traditions of

tneir anceftors. Gibbon.

" fiaft,



PREFACE.
'^ fiaft, a romance of very obfcure pliyfics,

^' If I. perfedly underftood it, I iliQuld not

'* have tranflated it, on account of the obr

' fcenity of the poetical fable, from which

f* Julian, neverthelefs, endeavours to deduce

^' even fome moralities.

" The Discourse entitled against igng-

*' RANT Cynics *, contra wifentos cr.nes^ is

*' alfo an impromptu which he compofed in

f* two days, at his leifure hours, indignant

*' at the irreverence and audacioufneis of a

^' diflblute Cynic, who, not contented with

'^ leading a voluptuous life, ridiculed the

^' fingularities of E)iogenes, and treated hini

^' as a coxcomb. Julian undertakes the'apo-,

'' logy of the mafter,- and exerts hirnieif

" againfl the difcipie, with all the warmth
*' of a man, who, in order to be a new Dio-.

" genes,,wan ted only the wallet and ftafE.

*^ I think that this piece, though inferior to

*^ thofe which I have tranflated, would not

*' difpleafe in French.

" I will not fay the fameof theDiscourse,

" which is addrefled to another Cynic, na-.

" medHERACLius t. This philofopher, ha-.

'* ranguing in the prefence of Julian, had de-

* Orat. VL t Oral, VII.

" livered

3^1"



XIV PREFACE.
livered an allegorical fable, in which he

"modeftly took upon himfelf the part of

Jupiter, and gave the Emperor that of the

God Pan. Julian was ftill more hurt by

the little refpe^t with which'' the Cynic

mentioned the Gods. He was very near

' impoling filence on this profan'fe declnimer.

But having then made an effort of patience,

as wisll from regard for the audience, as

for fear of being conlidered as he faid, as

a^'lufpicious tnaxj,' W'ho is feared at every

thing, he indemnifies himfelf "hiy giving

fcope to his zearin along difcoxirfe; whofe

obje6l: is 'to prove that a Cynic, an enemy,

by his profeffion, to all diffimulation and

difguife, ought tiot to compofe fables; or,

if he will compofe them, that they (hould

at leaft be fcrious, inflru6i:ive, religious.

This difcourfe, which would be clearer,

if the fi<5lion which fhocked Julian were

known to us, contains fome curious par-

ticulars relating to the origin and nature

"of fable, on the ancient and modern

Cynics, &c. But what feems there moil

worthy of attention is a fable by Julian,

which I ihall prefently m.ention.

Julian



PREFACE.
*' Julian was only Cicfar when he ccmti-

*' pofed the piece entitled, A Consolatory
" Discourse on the Departure of Sal-

*'.LUST *. It is the fame SalluH: whom'
*' Julian afterwards made Pricfecl of Gaul,""

" and who muft not be confounded with the

*' Prsefedt of the Eafl. Under ConflaHtius

*' he had a conliderable employment in Gaul.

** His talents and fidelity having rendered

**. him the intimate and conhdentpal friend

^: of the Caefar, the jealoufy and intrigues of

*^ the court did not fail to difplace and recall

*' him. Julian, who was fenfible of all the

'* greatnefs of his lofs, endeavours, in this

*' difcourfe, to confole himfelf, and to com-
*' fort his friend, for fuch a cruel feparation.

*' He regrets not only the charms and de-

<' lights of an anion founded on the love of

*' virtue and the public good, but alfo the

*' affiftance of another felf, who partook his

''' engagements, his pains, and his pleafures,

** ofa true man, whofe like he defpairs to

** find, who loved him without intereft, re-

*' proved him without arrogance, and told

* Orat, VIII,

" him

XV



m PREFACE.
** him the truth without difguife. He
** makes a very raYe and -moft refpedlable

" confeilion, efpecially in the mouth of a

V .priiice ; he fays, in exprefs terms, that he

<;^i^!OW€S to Salluft all his reputation. In this

*>-wprk are fentiment and principles ; but

^V they are a little choaked by the quo-

*' tations and examples . of antiquity. The
^} piepe was compofed to be publifhed, though

** tb.e author was apprehenfive that it.would

<« not. On that apcount he confines himfelf to

*' generals. It is plain, .that,ifull of vexation,'

",;and pierced v/ith a grief which he conceals

*.' in tjie bottom of his foul,. he choofes to

'i -t^ll Sallufl any thing but what he tells

*' him, If he fpe^kstohim of Scipio, La^lius,

*' Cato, Pythagoras, Plato, Democritus, Pc-

^''jHcles, Anaxagoras, ^c. it is becaufe he

*.^r?^ares not fpeak of what interefls him moft.

*';,[rhofe who, cannot be ignorant are reduced

*V by fervitude and conflraint to pedantry :

" witnefs moft of the Greeks who wrote

*' under the Roman empire. Julian, as a

^f private man or the Ciefar, lived in a

" moft dreadful conftraint. This perhaps

" is one of the caufes of that mifplaced

'* erudition
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** -erudition which disfigures many of his

** works *.

*' He could, however, forego erudition

•' when he pleafed, as we may be convinced

" by reading his Manifesto againfl: theEm-
*' peror Conftantius

-f-.
This work has no-

" thing pedantic, but the being addrefled to
" THE Senate and People of Athens,
'* whom Julian treats as he would have

** done the Athenians in the time of Mil-

" tiades, Ariftides, and Themiftocles. The
*' piece is v^ritten in a folid, noble, perfuafive

*' manner, without declamation, without di-

" greffion, without a iingle quotation, even,

" from Homer, and gives occafiori to prefume

*' that the faults which are juftly blamed

** would not have been found in the other

" works of Julian, if he had only exercifed

*' his pen on happy fubje6ls
;|;.

'* A long Fragment § of inflruction was

" addrefled by him, in quality of Sovereign

'« Pontiff, to a Pagan prieft. It feems at if

* This Ontion is omitted by M. de la Bleterie, but is

tranflated in the following work,

t Epifi. ad S. P. ^ 4.

X I have alfo tranflated this Epiftle. M. de la Bleterie

has omitted it from *^' motives ot' delicacy," having inter-

•svovec almoft tiie whole of it into his " Life of Julian."

^ Feaumentum Orat. aut Epist.

** Julian
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*' Julian there pretended to reduce Paganifm

*' into a fyftem; and that the inftrudlion was

'* divided into two parts, the firfl: of which
** concerned, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, the

*' dodrine and the morals, and the fecond

'* contained the rules of dilcipline. It is, in

" general, a valuable and a very honourable

** teftimony to our religion, as, on one fide,

*' the reformer of Hellenifm thinks nothing

" more proper to render it refpedable than

" to borrow, if he could, from the Chriftiaii

" church, her dilcipline and manners ; and,

*' on the other, he fubftitutes to revealed

*' fa<51:s fome extravagant fables. He reje£ls

" what Mofes informs us of the creation of

*' Adam, in order gravely to utter a theurgic

*' tradition, according to which, Jupiter,

*' in arranging the univerfe, let fall fome
*' drops of blood, and of that facred liquor

" formed mankind. In truth, religion is

" well avenged of its enemies by the very

*' abfurdities \\ hich they prefer to its tenets ;

" and fending them Jlrong delujion, they jhall

" believe a lie. Such a one, who ridicules

** the fable of Julian, if he does not believe

" our facred fcriptures any more than Julian,

" admits, as to the origin of man, and a mul-

<' titude
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*' titude of other points, fome hypothefes,

*' which, by being inverted with a meta-

** phylical jargon, are not lels irrational than

" his pretended tradition. In this fame

" Fragment the author avows that he

" would have rebuilt the temple of Jeru-

*' falem; and we are fenfible of all the im-

" portance of that avowal. The account of

the rules which he prefcribes to his pontiffs

is copied from the idea of what the church

requires of her minifters. On the fubje£l

of public entertainments, obfcene books,

and romances, of that fenfelefs philofophy

which denies or calls in queftion the ex-

*' iftence of God, his providence, and the

*' immortality of the foul, he explains him-

*' felf in fo flrong and Chriftian a manner,
*' that nothing more would be wanting to

** ruin him in the opinion of fome perfons,

*' if the hatred which he exprefles for the

*' religion itfelf, of w^hich he has preferve4

'* thofe remains, did not make him find fa-

*' vour in their fight. Neverthelefs, how
*' ufeful foever this Fragment might be,

" my hand could not have a fhare in copy-

3 .
" "ig

ti

a

((



ix PREFACE.
** ing the blafphemies which Julian there

'' utters againfl our inlpired writers *.

" The Books aCainst the Christian"

*' Religion t which this prince compofed

<• during the long winter-nights, were ^n

" abftra^l of what unbelievers oppofed to

" Chrirtianity, and efpecially of the objec-

*' tions of Celfus, Hierocles, and Porphyry.

*' Though the work was weak andimmetho-
** dical, the delicacy and agreeablenefs of the

** flyle, as well as the purple of the author,

*' gave it a great reputation. The Pagans pre-

*' ferred it to every thing, and with their Ju-
" lian in their hands went forth to attack the

*' Chriftians. Superficial minds took, as ufual,

'' witticifms for reafons, trite fbphiftries for

•' incontrovertible arguments, and the fre-

*' qucnt quotations of fcripture, with which

" the author paraded, as a proof that he was

*« deeply verfed in facred literature, and that

'* he had not ceafed to believe it without

^' knowledge of the caufe. The Chriftiansj

** difl:ra£ted by domeftic controverfies, ne-

*' gledted to anfwer it ; for infidelity is al-

* Omitting thofe •* blafphemies," I have extracted the

,

yfctul and inftru6ti\ e part of this Fragment, under t,hie title

of The Duties of a Prieft.

"f S% Cyrilii contra Julian, libri X»
*' ways



PREFACE.
** ways a gainer by our difputes. They had
•* a fpeclous pretext. Orlgen, Eiifeblus of

** CLcfarea, Methodius, and ApolHnarius had

'* aiifwered it before. But the fimple were

•* fcandahfed ; and not being able to difcern

*' of themfelves whether the filence of one

" of the parties concerned proceeded from

" weaknefs or contempt, were tempted to

" afcribe the vi^ory to Wnn who was the

" lafi fpeaker. About tlie year 400, Phihp,

*' of Side in Pamphylia, deacon of tiie

*' churjch of Conftantinople, under St. Chry-
'* foftom, endeavoured to avenge the honour

of reUgion. The anlwer of Philip is loft ;

and the opinion, which Socrates gives of

another work by the fame author, affords

us no reafon to regret it. At length, fifcy

or (ix-ty years after the death of Julian, St.

Cyril of Alexandria, though very inferior

to that prince in the art of writing, at-

tacked the expiring refuge of Paganifm,

and deftroyed it. This father has preferved

us a part of the work which he refuted.

'* Thefe paffages are lefs valuable to unbe-

*' lievers than they perhaps im.agine. They
** will find there fome verv mortifvino; con-

Vol. I. c ** fefTions,

XXI

((

it;

C(



xxll PREFACE.
^' fcflions *. Divines obferve there fame un*

" fufpeded tcftimonies of the antiquity of

'* fome tenets tj of fome cuftoms and ex-

" preffions. The refutation by St. Cyri!,

** which he dedicated to the Emperor Theo-
'' dofius the Younger, is learned, profound,

" decilive againft JuHan and Paganifra ; but

" the perufal of it would be more agreeable,

*' if his pen were as elegant as that of Julian.

" Befides, St. Cyril wrote for readers who
" w^ere perfuaded that, if Paganifm was falfe,

** Chriftianity mufl neceffarily be true. For

" this reafon he applies himfelf lefs to anfwer

*' diredly the objections of Julian than to

*' prove the weaknefs, or rather the nothing-

*' nefs, of Paganifm. This method^ which
'* was then fufficient, would not be fo well

*' adapted to the neceffitles of our age, in

** which the fame objections are unhappily

** too often repeated by men equally hoflile

•' to all religion. A dire£l: refutation of

*' thefe too famous books would be an em(-

* Cyrill. contr. Jul. I. VI. lO.

^ Ibid. l. X. Thefe paflages are quoted in La Fie de

yrdicn, pp. ^44, 245.

<< ployment



PREFACE.
'* ployment truly worthy of a philofoplilcal

*' divine *.

" It is ufelefs here to mention fome other

" works, which have not reached us. I will

'* now give an account of thofe which I

** have tranflated.

^' The CiESARS t are deemed unqueftion-

" ably the mafter-piece of Julian. I exprefs

" myfelf too freely, both as to his perfoii

*' and his writings, to be charged with that

*' kind of idolatry which is too common in

" tranflators. I venture therefore to fay, that

*' profane antiquity does not afford any piece

** which is comparable to this for the merit

" of the fubje6l, and very few which ought

" to be preferred to it for the merit of the

*' execution.

*' A Roman Emperor, w^ho has had the

" advantage to be a private man, a mind
" filled, and perhaps a heart penetrated, with

" great maxims of government, a philofb-

" pher notwithflandmg ail impediments,

" born with much tafte and genius for rail-

" lery, ready to feize the ridiculous, and never

" letting it efcape, in others, not even in

* Mr. Gibbon is pleafed to call this •' a ftrange Centaur."

Vol. II. p. 369.

-f CaJ'ares, Jive Convivlvm,

c 2 " himfelf.

XXU1-



xxiv PREFACE.
" himfeliP, knowing how to diftlnguifli thofe

" light clouds which conftitute the difference

'• between the middling and the good, the

*' excellent and the perfe(Sl, between qualities

*' which are eftimable and thofe which are

*' only brilliant, nouriflied with the reading

'* of Plato and Ariftotle, and fpeaking their

'* language like themfelves, aflembles in one

*' piece all the Emperors who reigned before

** him for the fpace of about four hundred

*' years.

" It is a moving pl«flurc, in which the

** fpc<Stator fees rapidly paffing before his

*' eyes, but without confufion, thofe mafters

** of the world defpoiled of their grandeur,

** and reduced to their vices and their virtues.

** By the aid of a llmple and ingenious fidlion,

«* Julian makes thofe who have difhonoured

'* the purple difappear with ignominy ; and

** among thofe who deferve to be placed

'* in the number of fovereigns he choofes

*' the mofl illuftrious to make tliem contend

*' for pre-eminence. Though he feems to

'* leave the quefbion un>termined, it is fuf-

" ficiently clear that Marcus Aurelius is the

.
*' hero of the piece ; that Julian gives him
" the preference, and means to announce to

" the



PREFACE. xxv

" the unlverfe that he has taken that phllo-

*' fophical Emperor for his mode].

" Such is the general plan of the Satire,

'* or rather of theJudgment, of THE Caesars.

" I do not thuik that in any Work fo fhort

*' are to be found at once fo mary characters

" and manners, fo much refmement and fo-

** hdity, fo much inftruftlon, without the

•* author ever afiuming a dogiratical tone,

" fo much wit and pleafmtrv, without his

^' ever ceafing to inftruct. hi a v/ord, it

^' feems to me that the Caesars ought to

^' undeceive, or at leaft to embarrafs, thofe

*' who have voted an cxclufive efteem to the

" produdions of ancient Greece.

'* The work, however, is not exempt from

*' fauhs. Not to mention fome railleries

'' that are either frigid, or feem fo to us,

'^ nor a few groundlels and too fevere icn-

*' tences which Julian pronounces on certain

*' Emperors, in vvhofe memory no one at

** prefent is much interefted, the no lefs un-

*' jufl than indecent manner in which he

*' treats his uncle, Conftantine the Great, is

*' inexcufable. In fpite of his inclination,

*• not being able to avoid making him enter

* into competition with the mofl difrin-

c 3
'* guifhed



xxvi PREFACE.
** gulflied Emperors, he omits nothing that

** can ridicule and degrade him.

" This vifible partiahty, produced by his

*' hatred of our religion, and by other caufes

*' which I have taken care to develope in

*' the remarks, can injure only Julian.

" Neither his envenomed ftrokes, nor thofe

" of Zofimus, will prevent Conftantine

*' from being regarded as a prince of fupe-

'* rior merit, and highly worthy of the title

*' of Great ; any more than the extravagant

" elogiums of the Greeks, who give him the

*' title of '• equal to the apoftles," will

«' ever perfuade us that all his a£lions were

" conformable to the fan<5tity of the gofpel,

*' of which he declared himfelf the pro-

*' teclor. Without diffembling either his

** faults or failings, I have detedled the ca-

*' lumnies by which a paffionate enemy en-

*' deavours to blacken him ; and I , have

" done it folely for the interefl of the truth

'* of hiflory ; for I am far from thinking,

'* with this unjufl: cenfor, that the blows

*' aimed at Conftantine can fall upon re-

*' ligion. If he has the glory to be the in-

^' ftrument which God employed to, refcue

** it from oppreffion, he is nqt, after all,

** either
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*' either its foniider or apoflle. Without the

** Emperors, and in fpite of their efforts,

*' when Conftantine embraced it, it had fo

** much prevailed, that he has been fufpedled,

** though falfely, of having embraced it frora

** policy. When we have the happinefs ro

** profefs a religion Co auguft, fo divine,

" fixed on immoveable foundations, there

*' would be puiiilanimity, not to fay cow-

** ardice, in thinking it dependent on, or

" reponfible for, the reputation of its firll

" prote6lors. God, the fupreme difpoferof all

*' events, and who calls things that arc not

** as though they were, could, and yet he did

*' not, have made Theodofius have reigned

" before Conftantine, and have placed St.

'' Lewis at the head of our Chriflian kings.

" I muft obferve, that in the CiESAKs

" is a fort of contradiction. The author

*' there fuppofes the Gods fuch as the poets

" reprefent them, yet he often recurs to the

*' ideas of the philofophers. This is not

^' a fault peculiar to him. It cannot be in-

" ferred from hence that he meant to ridi-

" cule religion, nor that he was a free-

** thinker. He coniidered the fable§ of the

<* poets as lidions, which being taken lite-

c 4 " rahv
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" rally would have dlflionoured the Deity ;

" but perfuaded that they mufl be turned

" hito allegories, being a deift in fpeculatioii

" to a certain point, but a zealous pagan in

" pra£lice, he conformed to the eflablilhed

" language. This mixture of poetical an-:l

*' phiiofophical Paganifm was not unufual.

*' No one was hurt by it. We are juflly

" fhocked at it, and fhould be much more
*' io, if readnig the ancients had not fa-

" miliarifed us to fuch abfurditles.

" Jt is more than (ixty years * fince M.
*' Spanheim, fo well known in the republic

*' of letters, undertook to tranllate the
*' C^SARs intc French. This learned fo*

** reigner was unacquainted with the refine-

** ments of our language ; and his verfion

** no more refembles the original than a

** Ikekton does a human body -f. To the

*' text he has added fome remarks, has fup-

•* ported his remarks by proofs, and en*

** riched them both with medals ; the whole

with fo much profufion, that the fmallII

* In 16R5.

+ In like manner, Mr. Gibbon ftylcs this French ver-

(itn *' coarfe, languid, and correct." " The Abbe de la

*• Bleterie," he add?, " has more happily exprefled the
*•* fpirit, as well as fenfe, of the original, which he has illuf*

*' trated nith fogae conciie and curious notes."

•* work
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•' work of Julian is in a manner loft in a

" quarto of above lix hundred pages. It is

*' a mailer-piece of typography, a trealurc

" of ancient literature ill-digefled, and of

'* numifmatic erudition. I'his book is or-

** namental to libraries, but it alarms the

*' generality of readers, whom the light of

** fo prolix a commentary infpires at leaft

" with indiiTerence for a text which, they

** fuppofe, requires fo many illuftrations.

** Every one is not obliged to know that

*' commentators do not labour merely to

*' give the meaning of their author ; that

** they often choofe him only for an oppor-

** tunity of emptying their common-place-

" books, and that they are generally as dif-

*• fiife on the moft eafy paflages as they are

'* fuccin<Sl, or even filent, on real difficulties.

*' The Misopogon * is a fatire lefs diver-

*' fined, but morefingular, than the C.-esars.

" Julian, driven to extremities by the inha-

'' bitants of Antioch, inftead of avenging

*' himlelt, or of pardoning them, like a

*' prince, undertakes to avenge himfelf like

*' an author ; and no author, I fancy, ever

*' conceived fuch a project of revenge. Ke

* Mifopogon^ Jive Antiochus.

*' pretends
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^ pretends to turn his ill-humour againft him-«

*' felf ; lie exaggerates his own imperfe£lions,

«' and reprefenting the good qualities that he
** may have as extravagances, he oppofes them
** to the vices of Antioch, which he ironically

" exhibits as virtues.

*' Julian draws himfelf more extraordi-

" nary than he really is, but he muft have

*' been very extraordinary to draw himfelt

*' in fuch a manner. If the work be defi-

*' cient in dignity, it abounds with ftrokes,

** fallies, principles, and manners. Genius

*' fparkles throughout the whole ; but the

*' pleafantry is too cauftic and bitter. It is

*' the laugh of a man in a pallion, who a^ls

*' the part of a philofopher, and cannot fup-

** port it to the end. He leaves at lafl: the

*' ironical tone, to alTume that of inve£live

*' and direct reproach. I think I may
'* affirm that this fatire flowed from the pen

" of Julian in a fit of chagrin and anger,

" and that he employed no more time in

*' compofing it than was neceffary to write

*' it. But fuch as it is, it is an unique, and

" without having read it we cannot be fuf-

'* iiciently acquainted with Julian.

<' A Fable,
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" A Fable *, which I have taken from

** the difcourfe to the Cynic Heraclius, will

*' I doubt not be read with pleafure. Julian,

** in order to give him the model of an

** inftrudtive and religious fable, defcribes,

** in an allegorical fiftion, but which it is

*' impoffible to miftake, the misfortunes of

*' his family, the dangers which he incurred

" in his childhood, his fyftem in religion

' and government. Though it is in profe,

*' it is an excellent piece of poetry.

*' The letters of celebrated men are ge-

nerally the moft curious parts of their

writings. Many of the Epistles t of

Julian difplay his mind, his genius, his

ideas on goverment and religion ; others

throw light on hiftory, facred and profane;

** and there are fome billets which prove

*' that he was very capable of fucceeding in

" the laconic ftyle. Among his Epiflles are

*« fome of his laws. Two or three more I

" have taken from the Theodolian Code.

*' No Emperor made fo many laws in fo

*' fhort a reign : excepting thofe which re-

* Ex Orat. VII.

•f-
Epiftola. Of the LXXT. Eplftles, thofe to Themifthis,

ConfT:antiu8,and the Athenian?, included; M. de laBleterie

has traaflated only XLVII.
*' gard

<(
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^' gard Chrlftianity, his are efleemed by the

^' lawyers ; but unfortunately the Codes of

' Theodofius and Juftinian fcarce ever give

*^ more than the enabling part of the law,

^' and not the preamble, in which the genjus

" and eloquence of the legiflatcr were dlf-

played,

" 1 have inferted in Its place the Epistle
** TO Themistius *, which the editions

*' place at the end of the Orations. It is in

•' fad a treatife in the form of an Epiftle, in

*' which the author, feeing the rocks that

•^ furround the throne, expreffes his anxieties

*' and apprehenfions, lays down excellent

" maxims concerning the duties of a fove-

*' reign, and acknowleges his incapacity with

*' a modefty highly laudable, if it be (incere.

•* We perceive m this work a ftrain of dc-

** clamation, and fomewhat rather vague,

*' It were to be wiilied that the author had

*' applied a little more the principles which

" he draws from Ariftotle and Piato. But
" it {hould be conlidered that Julian, when
'* he compofed this treatife, had juft been

*' declared Caefar by Conftantius, and that

** this new dignity had only Increafed his

* Epijlola ad Themifiium,

'* flaverv.
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*' flavery. The piece is free enough for the

'* time when it was written. Julian ven-

*' tures to Ipeak there as if he were inde-

*' pendent, or at leaft as if he would one day

'* be fo."

With a well-grounded confidence the learn-

ed writer adds, " Though the public is

" preiudiced againfi: notes, and regards them
*' as fuperfluities which only ferv^e to en-

*' large the volumes, I venture, however, to

*' Intreat them to caft their eyes on miuc.

*' They are extremely laboured, and, I pre-

*' fume, nothing will be found in them ufc-

" lefs or trifling. I have entered into gram-

'* matical difcuilions only when I thought

" them important, and to fhew that I couM
" tire the reader by that kind of erudition

* as well as others. ~If fome fhould think

" that I ftop too often to parry the weak

*' thrufts that Julian makes at Chriilianity,

*' I will own, that, writing in a Chriftian

" nation, I am alliamed to be obliged to re-

.
*' fute what deferves only contempt. But as

*' for thofe who ftiall think thefe precautions

*' excefTive, 1 beg them to examine whether

'* they do not contribute to make them ne-

7
" c^ffiry.



•xxxiv PREFACE.
'^ ceHary . / am become afool in ghrylng^y ye

** have compelled me ^ .^"^

The comment Indeed of this learned fo-

reigner is frequently fuperior to the text

;

and the whole is fuch a fund of critical,

hiftorical, and Chriftian knowledge, that it

cannot but be acceptable to an Englifh reader.

I muft add, that I am alfo much indebted

to the elegant (I am forry I cannot fay, un-

exceptionable) Hijiory of the Decline and Fall

of the 'Roman empire^ as will appear by the

frequent quotations from that work in the

notes. The Epiflles of Libanius to Julian,

which are alfo inferted, and two Monodies

on fubje6ls mentioned in thefe works, will

give fome idea of the ftyle of that fophift.

Befides the HiJlory of Jovian^ an abftrafSt

of an Eflay, by the Abbe de la Bleterie, ** on

" the rank and power of the Roman Em-
" perors in the Senate," which has not, to

my knowledge, appeared in Euglifh, is an-

nexed,

cS«r*r.*3. J- DUNCOMBE..

The following; Ihort Annals and Pedioree

of Julian may ferve to illuftrate the hiftorical

events occafionally mentioned in his writings.

* Preface o I'HiJloire de Jov'ien^ p. X.—LXlll.

AN-
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I I tellll I t

ANNALS
OF THE

PRINCIPAL EVENTS
IN THE

LIFE of JULIA N.

T^LAVius Claudius Julian was bora at a. d.

Conftantinopie. His mother, Bafiiina, Nov. 6.

died a few months after.

His "father, Julius Conflantius, and moft ^^'^'

of his relations, were mafl'acred by order of

the Emperor Conftantius. His half-brother,

Gallus, is baniflied into Ionia; and he is feat

to Nicomedia, where he is educated a Chrif-

tian by the bifliop Eufebius, and officiates as

a ledurer in the church. He is put under

the tuition of Mardonius, an eunuch.

He is taken from fchool, and confined lix ^+^'*

years with Gallus in a caftle in Cappadocia.

Gallus is created Caefar, and goes to relide 35»-
' ^ Mir. 5-

at Antioch.

Julian
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'^' ^* Julian vifits Edefius at PergamuSj and Is

perverted to Paganifm by Maximus, who ini-

tiates him at Ephefus.

He is fent to complete his education at Con-

flantlnople under Ecebolus and Nicocles.

354- ^"- Gallus is deprived of the purple, and put to

death in Dalmatia. Julian is conveyed to the

court of Milan.

355. May. He is fent to fludy at Athens, where he is

initiated into the Eleufniian myfleries.

o<a. He is recalled to Milan*

Kov. 6. He is declared Caefar, and foon after mar*

ries his coulin Helena, fifter to Conftantius.

Writes his i ft panegyrical oration on Conftan-

tius.

Dec. I. Sets out for Gaul with 350 foldiers. Win*

ters at Vlenne, and there probably compofes

his Epiftle to Themiftius.

336 Jan. I. Enters on his ift confulfliip with Con*

ftantius (the viiith). Writes his i id pane-

gyric on that prince.

Tune a4. Arrives at Autun. Twice defeats the Ale*

manni, and retakes Cologne.

Winters at Sens, where he repulfes aii at*

tack of the enemy.
357jan. x. Eutcfs on liIs lid confulfhlp, with Gon-

ftantius (the ixth.)

Defeats



THE Life of JULIAN. xxxvii

Defeats the Alemanni at Strafburgb, takes a. d.

their king, Cnodomar, prifoiier, &c.

Pafl'es the Rhine at Mentz.

Subdues the Franks. Winters at Paris. ^'==-

Defeats the Salians and Chamavians. Fafles 352- .>!>'.

the Rhine again. Two kings of the Ale-

manni furrender and fue for peace. Winters

at Paris. Writes his confolatory oration on

the departure of Salluft.

Paffes the Rhine a third time, furprifes Cix^-^'. .

kings, who difputed his paflage, and refcues

20,000 prifoners. Reflores the ruined cities

of Gaui.

Winters again at Paris. Sends Lupicinus

to Britain, to repulle the Scots and Picts.

Enters on his iiid eonfullliip with Con- b^^-
Jan. I.

itantius (the Xth.)

The flower of the Gallic army being or- -^p"^-

dered by Conilantius to march into the Eaft,

they mutiny at Paris, and proclaim Julian

Emperor.

He palies the Rhine a fourth time (at Bonn) J'-^'^"-

and fubdues the Attuarii. Declares himfelf a

Pagan

.

Winters at Vienne, where he celebrates hisO^i.

fifth anniverfary, Nov. 6, 361. Lofes his wife.

Pafles the Rhine a fjth time, and again

>defeats and reduces the Alemanni.

Vol. J. d Marches
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A. D
361-

A. D. Marches againfl CoiifLantius, and feizesthe

pafs of Succi. vii.n'U :

-

Writes from Sirmlnm and Nafflus' to

Athens, and the other cities of Gree-ee.

Kov. 3.t Conflantius died at Mopfocrene in Gilicla,

aged 45.

Dec. II. Julian enters Conftantinople, and reflipres

the Pagan worfhip. Winters there, and

writes the Csfars.

^562. Leaves Conitantinople, In his -way, viiits

the temple of Cybele at Peffinus in Phrygraj

where he writes his y th oration.

J""«- Arrives at Antioch, Vvhere he winters,

Dec. Compofes his books againfl: the Chriftian

religion.

363. Enters on his ivth and lad confulfhip, with
Jan. I. \ .

Sallufl:, pr;£fe6l of Gaul. Attempts. in vain

to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem.

Feb. Writes the Mifopogon.

March 13. Leaves Antioch, and marches againfl the

Perfians, joining his army at Hierapolis,

v/here he paffes the Euphrates.

-4?rii7. Pafles the Chaboras, and enters the Perfian

territories.

Befieges and takes by affault Perifabor and

Maop-amalcha in AffvTia.
I- O , J

t Arnmianus fays, Oft. 3. But Idatius, Socrares, Cedrenus,

zht Alex. Chronicle, and others, fay as above.
' Tranfports
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Tranfports his fleet from the Euphrates to a. d.

the Tigris,

Forces the paflage of the Tigris, but, unable J^^^.

to reduce Ctefiphon, and deceived by a Per-

fian deferter, burns his fleet and magazines,

and advances into the inland country, where

he is feverely diftrefled by famine.

Retreats towards the Tigris. '5*

Repulies the Perfians at Maronga. --•

Receives a mortal wound in a Ikirmifli, of *^°

which he died in the fucceeding night, aged

His remains, by his own defire, were in-

terred at Tarfus in Cilicia.

PEDIGREE
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*^* The inaufpicious name of Julian is ftamped on the

memory of all ages, not more by the extent of his do-

minions than by the infamy of his defcrting the Chriftian

religion : that great and eternal blot, that fingle Itain,

which has totally fuUied all his other graces and accom-

plifliments ; adorned, as he was, with every endowment of

nature, genius, learning, and eloquence, furrounded by a

noble train of attendant virtues, temperance, continence,

liberality, moderation in his mode of life, and diflinguifhed

alfo by the renown of valour and fucccfs in war. But a»

it was by no means my intention, I will not fay to erafe

or remove (for what Chriftian would attempt that ?), but

in the leaft to difguifc or extenuate, the blemifli that hi»

name has thus contrafled, by paying fome rcfpedl to his

other virtues ; fo that elogium of uncommon erudition and

elegance which his lucubrations in various branches of li.

terature have received from fo many paft ages, ftiouldnot,

I thought, on that account bewith-held from them,

Spanheim, in Dedic,



[iii]

CONTENTS OF VOL. I.

Page

Preface v

Annals and Pedigree of Julian xxxv

Gallus Ccefar to his Brother Julian I

Seleft Works of Julian, viz.

1. Epiflle to Themiftlus 4

2. A Confolatory Oration on the Departure of

Salluft

3. Epiflle to the Emperor Conftantus 54

4. to the Senate and People of Athens 59

5. An Allegorical Fable (fromOrat. VII.j 105

6. The Duties of a Prieft (from the Fragment) 118

7. The Csefars

8. The Mifopogon, or the Antioch'an 223

XVI Epiftles of Libanius to Julian. 303

X 2





[ ^ ]

S E L E C T WORKS
O F

JULIAN.

GaLLUS * CiESAR TO HIS BROTHER JuLIAN

Health t-

'Tp H E neighbourhood of Ionia has afforded A. D.

-*- me great joy, having difpelled tlie concern'^

and indignation that I felt at a former report.

What that was I will inform you. I heard that

you

* Gallus was the elder brother of Julian, by a different

mother, and having with him been fecreted , from the

murderers of their relations in 337, they were baniflied

by the Emperor Conftantius into Ionia, from whence, in

345, they were conveyed to the calUe of Macelluip. in C<jp-

padocia. There they were not only educated Chriftians,

but officiated as lecturers in the church of Nicomedia.
Six years after, viz. on March 5, 351, Gallus was decl-ared

Csefar by Conftantius, and married to his filler Con-
ftantina. He then went to Antioch, to prefide, with
a delegated authority, over the three great diocefes of the

£aftern Praefeclure, and from that city this EpilUe was
Vol. I. B . . .probably



EPISTLE FROM GALLUS
you had departed from your former religion tranf-

mitted to you by your anceftor ^, and, hurried

away by mad and wicked advice, had embraced a

vain fuperftition. How did I grieve at this infor-

mation 1 For as I confider your good adtions, when-

ever they are celebrated, as advantageous to my-

felf, fo I efteem your bad deeds (which Heaven

avert !) as much or more detrimental. But the

anxiety which this intelligence gave me, has been

removed by the arrival of our father ^tius *, as

he

probably written, Julian being then in Ionia, whither

Galhis had difpatched ^tius to ftrengthen him in the

Chriftian Faith. Conftantius, in the meantime, was march-

ing towards the Weft. The fubfequent imprudence of

Gallus, and his fatal cataftrophe in 354, are related by

Julian in his Epiftle to the Athenians.

-j- The learned F. Petau fuppofes this Epiftle to be

fpurious, without afligning a reafon. Meffrs de Tillemont

and Spanheim think it genuine. In faft, we find nothing

in it which does not agree with what we know from other

hands. La Bleterie.

+ Gallus had fome reafon to fufpeft the fecret apoftacy

of Julian, and, in a letter to him, which may be received

as genuine, he exhorts Julian to adhere to the religion of

their anceftors ; an argument, which, as it lliould feem, was

not yet perfectly ripe. Gibbon.

The grandfather of Gallus and Jvilian, Conftantius

Chlorus, the father of Conftantine the Great and Juliu*

Conftantius, had been very favourable to the Chriftians,

and perhaps was a Chriftian in his heart. Nothing more

is neceffary to authorife, in fome degree, the expreflion

ufed by Gallus, his grandfon. La Bleterie,

This conftruftion, it muft be owned, is rather forced.

* Stills, a Syrian by birth, a brafier, a goldfmich, an

empiric, • having ftudied the categories of Ariftotle, let up

for a divine. He carried the principles of Ariauifm as tar

as



TO JULIAN.
he affures me, on the contrary, to my great joy,

that you are zealoufly employed in houfes of

prayer
-f-,

and can hardly be removed from the

tombs of the martyrs, but are totally attached to

our worfhip. I mufl: apply to you that expreffion

of Homer :
" Be this your aim {." Continue thus

as they woiild go ; and, reviving the blafphemies of Arius,

he plainly taught that the Word was only a creature.

This occalioned his being ilyled The Alheifi^ not only by

the Catholics, but even by the moderate Avians. Leontius,

bifhop of Aniioch, did not fcruple to ordain him a deacon ;

and Gallus took him for his oracle in divinity. ^Etius was

the dupe of Julian, who carried his diffimulation fo far as

to embrace a monaftic life. Libanius fpeaks of this hy-

pocrify as if it were an innocent Uratagem. " Though
*' Julian," fays he, '* had changed his religion, he ftill

*' profefled the fame, not being allowed to difcover his

*' real fentiments. This was the reverie of the fable of
* jEfop. The lion borrowed the fkin of a vile animal.
*' Julian knew the better part, but he aded outwardly the
*' I'afelt." Liban. Oral. Parent. We fee that the pane-

gyrift was no more fcrupulous than the hero on the article

of fincerity, even in the affair of religion. Ibid.

The death of Gallus was followed by the exile of ^^Itius.

But he was recalled by Julian. See an Epiftle from him to

that prelate (as he was afterwards) the XXXIft.

•j- ZtsJk^si* ci iq>r> IK ones? tv^^r. In the Latin tranllation

it is, TV in domibus Jiudlose verfari. " That you are
*' ftudioufly employed in houfes j" which, by omitting ^r^"-

cum ("'X'^O conveys no meaning.

X B«7>x' at«?, Sk jaculare. Iliad. VIII. 282.

Thus, always thus, thy early worth be try'd. Pope, 340.

Thefe are the words of Agamemnon to Teucer, who was

fliooting his arrows with fuccefs againll the Trojans. It

Ihould be remarked that the Greeks, and thofe who fpoke

Greek, whether Pagans or Chriftians, quoted Homer on

every occafion, and made continual allufions to fome

paffages of this poet. The Pagans, and Julian in par-

ticular, had the fame refpeft for Homer that we have for

the canonical books. La Bleterie,

B 2 to
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to delight all who love yon, remembering that no-

thing is preferable to religion. For the perfecTtion

of virtue inflrufls us to deteft the fallacy of falfe-

hood, and to adhere to truth; which is principally

apparent in piety towards God. But a plurality of

Gods is produdtive of endlefs difleniions and un-

certainty. One only Deity by his fole power go-

verns the univerfe *, not, like the fons of Saturn,

by lot and partition, but becaufe he is felf-created

and has almighty power, not acquired by force,

but exilling before all things. This is the true

God, and to him all worlhip is due. Farewell.

A. D.

3550^356,

Julian C^sar to the Philosopher

Themistius t»

TEarneftly wifli to realife the expeflaiions, which,

you fay, you have formed of me. But in this

I fear I Ihall fail, as you promife much more for

me than you ought to others, and efpecially 10 your-

felf.

* We read in the text, To o% fxo^o, ov^ en v7r»eyof •* Botai\ivit

T« ^avTof, which gives no meaning. 1 think that we (hould

read s^w m wwwgytf. Gallus will then fpeak like an Arian,

like a faithful difciple of j^tius. The Chriftianity both of
Julian and Gallus was in all appearance only Arianiim.

La Bleterie.

f This philofophical Epiflle " on the dangers of fovereign

power" was written foon after Condantius had raifed Julian

to the dignity of Casfar. It mull not be forgotten that

this was not only a dcfignation to the empire, but alfo an

adtual

I
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felf. For long ago, on my fuppofing a compe-

tition between myfelf with Alexander and Marcus

[Aurelius], I was wonderfully fearful and appre-

henfive of falling far fhort of the fortitude of the

firft, and of not making the lead approach to the

perfect virtue of the other. On thefe confide-

rations, an idle life feemed to me mod defirable ;

and recollecling with pleafure the Attic fables, I

whhed to iing them to my friends, as porters in

the ftreets thus alleviate the weight of their bur-

aftual affociation in a confiderable part of the imperial

power. The Greeks gave the Csefar the title of ^•xjt'Kvji

hvne^oc, or even, as they did the Emperor, limply that of

^xa-iy\£v;. I fliall prefently mention why I cannot adopt the

conjecture of F. Petaii, who imagines that Julian compofed

this treatife when the death of Conftantius had made him
mailer of the empire. And 1 fliall examine, in the fequel,

whether the Themiftius, to whom Julian writes, be the

fame whofe works we have. La Bleterie.

Philofophy had inibufted Julian to compare the advan-

tages of action and retirement; but the elevation of his

birth, and the accidents of his life, never allowed him the

freedom of choice. He might perhaps fmcerely have pre-

ferred the groves of the Academy, and the fociety of

Athens ; but he was conftrained at firft by the will, and

afterwards by the juftice, of Conftantius, to expofe his

perfon and fame to the dangers of Imperial greatnefs ; and

to make himfelf accountable to the world, and to poilerity,

for the happinefs of millions.

Julian himfelf has expreffed thefe philofophical ideas

with much eloquence, and fome affeftition, in a very

elaborate Epiftle to Themiftius. The Abbe de la Bleterie,

who has given an elegant tranflation, is inclined to believe,

that it was the celebrated Themiftius whole Orations are

Hill extant. Gibbon,

Petau ftyles this, " not an Oration, but an Epiftle j" but
*' becaufe it is longer than an epiftle," he places it among
the Orations.

B 2 thens.
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thens. But you, by your late epiflle, have aug-

^ merited my fears, and have propofcd to me a much

more arduous contention, by fayingj that God
has placed me in the fame fituation that Hercules

and Bacchus were placed of old, who at the fame

time philofophifed and reigned, and freed almofl

the whole earth and fea from the vices vyrith

which they were overwhelmed. You alfo advife

me, baniibing the thoughts of floth and idlenefs,

to confider how I (hall ad with propriety in this

fuppofed contention. You then mention all the

legifiators, Solon *, Pittacus -j-, Lycurgus | ; and

you add, that the world may reafonably form

greater expectations of me than it did of them.

On reading this palTage I was ftruck with aflo-

nifhment, knowing that you think it by no means

allowable to flatter or falfify ; and as to myfelf,

being confcious of no fuperior talents, either na-

tural or acquired, except my love of philofophy.

Of the calamities, v/hich have hitherto rendered

this love imperfect, I fay nothing. I knew not

therefore what conftruction to put on ihefe ex-

preffions, till this was fuggefted to me by Heaven;

that you meant by thus praiiing to exhort me,

snd to difplay the magnitude of thofe trials to

which every ruler muft neceifarily be expofed,

* One of the wife men of Greece, the lawgiver of

Athens. See Plutarch and Diogenes Laertius.

f Another of the wife men, contemporary with Crocfus,

£ philofopher of Mifylcne. Some of his precepts are pre-

ferved in Aufonius de Sap:cnt!a.

J The lawgiver of Sparta. See Juftin and Plutarch.

Bur
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But this is rather a difcourageraent than a recom-

inendation of fuch a flate.

Suppofe that a man navigating your ftrait *, and

that not with eafe or expedition, fhould be told

by one skilled in divination, that he fhould tra-

verie the .^gean, and afterwards the Ionian fea,

and at lad the main ocean. *' Here," the prophet

iliould fay, ** you fee towns and harbours, but

" there you (hall difcern neither watch-tower, nor

*' rock, happy if you difcover fome fhip at a diftance,

** and can hail the crew. You fhall often pray to

'* God for a fafe return to land, even were your

** life immediately to end ; fatisiicd, if after having

** reached the haven, and reftored your fhip to the

** owners, and the mariners to their families, you

" might commit your body to your native earth f
."

This might happen, but that it would muft till the

laft moment remain uncertain. Do you think, that,

after having heard this, fuch a man would even

choofe to dwell in a fea-port town? or rather, bidding

adieu to riches and the profits attendant on com-

merce, to his doraeflic connections, to foreign friend-

Ihips, and to the furvey of diflant cities and coun-

* It is difficult to conjecture what ftrait he means. I

fufpeft it, however, to be the Bofphorus, and that The*
miiVius w^as then at Conftantinoplc. Petau.

If I were fure that this Epiftle was addrefied to the

-celebrated Themiftius, I fhould affirm, that this ftrait was
that of Conftantinoplc. LaBleterie,

+ The ancients thought drowning the moft diflionour-

able of deaths. Hence thofe paffionate exclamations, under
•fuch an apprehenlion of Achilles in the Iliad, and jEneas

in the .<tneid,

B 4 cries«
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tries, Would he not think the advice of the fon of

Neocles *, ** Live privately," the wifcft that could

be given?

Ol this you fcem (o apprehenfive, that you en-

deavour, by reproaching Epicurus, to prejudice me

againft him, snd to eradicate that opinion. Thefe

are your words; *' that he, a man of no bufinefs,

'• fliould praife idlencfs, and thofe Peripatetic

*' difputations, might well be expefted." But

that'Epicurus was in this miitaken, I have been

long and am firmly perfuaded. Whether indeed it is

proper to 'urge any one to public adminiflration,

who is naturally .unqualified and of mean abilities?

mav deferve farther enquiry. For even Socrates

is faid to have withdrawn many from the forum

who feemed not calculated for it; and he en-

deavoured, in particular, as Xenophon relates,

to difiliade Glaucon, and the fon of Clinias -f, but

could not reftrain the irapetuofity of that youth.

Shall we then compell thofe who are confcious

of their own deficiencies, and urge them to be con-

fident in fuch undertakings as depend not fo much

on virtue and a right difpolition, as on fortune,

vrho governs all things, and often forces us to

follow her direflion ? Chrylippus i in ether things

feemed

* Epicurus.

. .'i^- Akibiadts.

% Chryfipj^us is {-yl^d by Cicero " the moft fubtle iiiter-

*' preteiof the Stoic dreams, and the fuppoit of the For-
' tico." h'is chief ftudy was logic, which he carriecj.to.a tri-

fling degree of fubtlety. Of his works, which filled 705

vuluines,
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feemed wife, and was juflly fo efleemed ; but

his ignorance of fortune and chance, and other

like caufes, which happen independently of our

actions, is not eafily reconcileable with what time

has evidently taught us by many examples. For

in what particular fliall we flyle Cato *, or Dion

Sicuhis
f,

happy ? Perhaps for their difregard of

death, but certainly not for their leaving the

works in which they at firfl engaged imperfect,

works to which they had diligendy attended, and for

which they would willingly have fuffered the fe-

verefl: calamities. When disappointed, they behaved,

it is faid, with moderation, not repining at fortune,

and derived no fmall confolation from virtue; but they

could by no means be ilyled happy, having failed

in their grcateft undertakings, unlefs in the fenfe

cf the Stoics. To which it may be anfwered,

that to be praifed and to be h?.ppy are not the

fame thing ; and if all creatures naturally defire

volumes, fome titles only remain. He died about 200 years

betore the Chriftian £era, and was honoured by the Athe-

nians with a ftatue in the Ceram.icus. Kis death is faid

to have been occaiioned by an immoderate fit of laughter

at leeing an afs eat figs. Chryfippus defired the afs might

have a glafs of wine to vvafli them down, and was fo di-

verted with his own conceit, that it coft him his life. He
is faid to have been a very copious and learned writer, but
obfcure and immoral ; though one would be inclined to

think, from the refpedt with which he is mentioned by
Epictetus, that this latter accufation is groundiefs.

Mrs. Carter.
* Of Utica.

t A nobleman of Syracufe, attached to Plato, by vvhofe

counfel he freed his country from the tvranny of Dionyfius,

He was afterwards afifaffinated by one cf his friends.

happinefs.
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happinefs, it is better fop us to be declared

happy than to be praifed for virtue. Subftan-

tial happinefs by no means depends on fortune.

Thofe who are engaged in government cannot

indeed breathe, as the faying is, without her * * *

f as if philofophy could form a general, and place

him above the reach of chance, like the pure, in-

corporeal, and intelligent world of ideas, whether

they are produced in reality, or formed falfly. He
indeed who is, according to Diogenes,

Of city, country, houfe depriv'd,

has nothing more to Icfe. But how can one whom
cuflora has called forth, and as Homer, the firft of

writers, fays,

—•— Who mighty nations guides,

Directs in council, and in war, prefides J,

confiftently place himfelf out of the reach of

fortune ? And if he be really fubjeft to it, with

what confideration and prudence muft he a£^, fo as

-f-
Before this paflage we have placed aftericks, as fome-

thing here is wanting. But in our MSS a fragment was

jnferted of another epiftle, which, if I miftake not, Julian

•wrote to Arfacius, a High Prieft, in which he gave fome

direftions relating to religion and the worfhip of the

gods. This we have extracted, and publiflied ieparately,

in another place j but what follows feems addrefled to

Themiftlns. Petau.

The above-mentioned Fragment of an oration, or epiftle,

(fo ftyled) is charaderifed in the preface, and that un-

objeftible part of it, which contains ** The Duties of a

*' Prieft," is detached and inferted, under that title, among

thefe" Seleft Works."

jllitd, II. 25. Pope, 87,

to
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to fuftain with equanimity, like a fage pilot, the

ftorms that affail him on every (idei*

If admiration be due to thofe who withftand
[

her attacks with fortitude, much more is it de-

ferved by thofe who receive her favours with

moderation. By them the greateft of kings, the

conqueror of Afia, was fubdued, as in cruelty and

infolence he far furpafled Darius and Xerxes, after

he had conquered their dominions. By thefe weapons

the Perfians, Macedonians, Athenians, Syracufans,

the Lacedsemonian raagiftrates, the Roman gene-

rals, and, laftly, many emperors, were attacked and!

totally deftroycd. It would be endlefs to enume-

rate all who have fallerj a prey to wealth, fuccefs, and

luxury- And why fhould I mention thofe, who,

overwhelmed by misfortunes, from freemen have

become flaves, from noble mean, and from fplendid

abje(ft ? Would to Heaven, that human life

afforded no fuch inftances ! But fuch there have

been, and fuch there always will be, as long as

the world exifts.

But that I may not feem fingular in thinking that

Fortune has the chief fway in human affairs, I

refer you, intelligent as you are and my inftruftor,

to Plato, in his admirable book on Laws ; and to

convince you that I have not weakly imbibed this

idea, I will tranfcribe the paflage* ; " God, and, with

f' God,

* All this palTagcis taken from the fourth book of Plato

ide Legibus^ which, ia fome places, we have qorreded from

Plato
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" God, Fortune, or Opportunity, govern all things

" human, but a third inufl: be annexed ; Art mud
" attend them, as an alTociate." He then pro-

ceeds to fliew, that every king, every fovereign

artificer of great actions, Ihould be a kind of King-

God. *' Saturn," he fays, " knowing (as we hare

** before obferved) that human nature is not of it-

** felf capable of governing mankind with fupreme

** power and abfolute authority, without giving

'^ way to infolence and injuilice, then * placed at

" the head of our flates, as kings and raagiftrates,

" not men, but genii of a divine 2nd more ex-

•' cellent nature ; as wc a£l with regard to our

" flocks and herds. For we never make an ox
*' the fuper-intendant of oxen, nor a goat of

*' goats ; but they are governed by us, a fupe-

*' rior race. In like, manner -f, the God, being

*' a lover of m^ankind, has fet over us a race of

" fuperior beings, who, with great eafe both to

" themfelves and us, undertake the care of us,

and, difpenfing peace, innocence J, and juflicc,S(

Plato himfelf. Others, which Julian feems to have ex-

prefled differently, we have remarked in the margin.

Petau.
Pe.tavius obferves, that ** this paflage is taken from the

*' fourth book de Lcgibus ;" but either Julian quoted from

memory, or his MSS. were different from ours. Xenophoa
opens the Cyropcedia yvith a.fimilar refieftion. Giebon.

The variations, which are fpecified in the notes, are ,fe\v

and imrhaterial, being chiefly verbal.

* The word tots (" then") is not in Plato.

•}• Afa> a kind of expletive, occurs here in Plato.

X K(xi i\iv^i^nx.i xa.1 «?£o> (" and freedom and plenty"), is

added in Plato,

'^ preferve
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" preferve mankind in trrmquillity and happinefs.

" And this is agreeable to truth and reafon ; for

" thole ftates * which are governed, not by a God
" but by fome mortal, have no ceffation from evils

" and oppreffions. We fhould therefore exert our

*' utmoft efforts to Imitate the life that was led in

" the reign- of Saturn, and, with as much immor-

" tality as we have remaining, to govern, by his

•' diredlions, both in public and private, our fami-

" lies and our dates, confidering -f the law as the

" application of the divine mind. But whether

** one man, or a few, or a number of people "|*,

** govern any ftate, if their minds are enflaved bv

** plcafure, and through a defire § of indulging it

" they trample on the laws, there is no chance

" of .fafety."

I have tranfcribed this whole palTage of Plato

on purpofe to prevent your furmiling, that I

quote the words of the ancients fraudulently or

erroneoully, and without regard to the connedlion.

But what fays this paffage really on the fubjecl ?

You fee, that, though a prince be by nature hu-

man, he fhould, in his condu6l, be a divine and

fuperior being, and entirely banifli from his

* There is a!fo a fmall difference here ; os-un •:ro\iut and

*?%" if^ Julian, <y? o:rov «v iroXiuiv and af:%« in Plato.

f Oyof/.(x.tpvra.i; in Julian, fTrojo/Aa^oi-a; in Plato.

X In other words, and nearer to the original, " a mo-
*' narchy, an oligarchy, or a democracy."

§ There follows in Plato rsyacrav h ah.r «xx' «»t)»,vrw xat

«rX-/9r4/ ita«(y voTn^ocli, |v»ft/-)'jt!vi7v «/)|f» ^s, k, t. \. which Julian

perhaps, for the fake of brevity, omitted. Petau,

foul
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foul every thing that is mortal and brutifti, except

what muft neceffarily remain for corporealfufes. If

any one, refle^ling on this, fliould dread being en-

gaged in fuch a (late of life, would you rather re-

commend to him the Epicurean tranquillity, the

gardens and fuburbs of Athens, and the myrtles and

cottage of Socrates ? But I never preferred them to

toils and dangers *. Thefe labours 1 would wil-

lingly recount to you, and the hazards to which I

was expofed from my friends and relations, when

I was firfl inflrufted by your precepts, were you

not well acquainted with them. To my condu£l

in Ionia, in oppofition to one who was my relation

by birth, but much nearer by friendfliip, and in

favour of a man who was a foreigner, and little

known to me, you are alfo no ftranger. Did I

not go abroad for the fake of ray friends ? In be-

half of Carterius, I need not tell you, I went un-

folicited, and intreated the affiftance of my friend

Araxius -f.
On account of the effefts of the ex-

cellent Areta, and the injuries which Ihe had fuf-

fered from her neighbours, did I not travel twice

within two months into Phrygia, though my body

* The fafts which Julian produces to prove that he ne-

ver wanted courage fully convince me that this Epiftle vva$

prior to his refidence in the Gauls. How many marks of

firmnefs, how many valiant deeds, might he not have

alleged, if it had been written after he was proclaimed

Auguftus? La Bleterie.

He might probably compofe it at Vienne, where he paf-

fed the winter after his being appointed Casfar,

t Ammianus mentions Araidus towards the end of b.xxvi,

and relates, that, having efpoufed the party of Procopius,

when he was killed he was baniflied to an ifland, and

afterwards fet at liberty, Petau.

4 was
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was infirm in confequence of a diforder contrafted

by former fatigues ? Laflly, before my journey

into Greece, while I continued with the army,

many would fay, with the utmoft hazard, recolle£l

what kind of letters I wrote to you, whether they

were in a plaintive ftrain, or exhibited any marks

of littlenefs, meannefs, or fervility. When I

went again into Greece, did not I congratulate

my good fortune, as if it had been a feflival,

affirming, that the cbange was moft delightful to

me, and that, according to the faying, I had

gained

—Gold for brafs, what cofl a hundred beeves

For the low price of nine * ?

Such was ray joy on being allowed to refide

in Greece, though I had neither a houfe, nor

any land, not fo much as a field or a garden

there. But perhaps you will fay, that though

I may feem to bear adverfity with nrmnefs, yet I

am abje£l and pufillanimous in profperity, as I

prefer Athens to the fplendor that now furrounds

me
-f-,

regret that indolence, and, on account of

my numerous avocations, deteft my prcfent (late-

of life. But a better opinion of us fhould be

* Iliad. VI. 236. thus paraphrafed by Pope, 292.

For Diomed's brafs arms, of mean device,

Foi which nine oxen paid, a vulgar price,

He gave his own, of gold divinely wrought,

A hundred beeves the Ihining purchase bought.

f The Ccefars had all the marks of the Imperial power,
excepting the diadem. La Bleterie.

Vol. L B 8 formed
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formed of us, not only with regard to idlenefs snd
employment, but according to that maxim, •* Know
" thyfelf/' and

That trade which he has learn'd let each man
praflife.

To govern feems to me more than human ; and a

king, as Plato fays, " fliould h^ of a fuperior na-

ture."

I will now quote a paffage from Ariftotle, to the

fame purpofe ; not ** to carry owls to Athens V'
as the faying is, but to fhew that I have not en-

tirely negleifled his works. In his Political Dif-

courfes
-i",

he thus expreiTes himfelf :
'* If any one

** fhould think it beft for a nation to be governed

•' by a king, what Ihall be determined in regard

" to his children ? Muft his defendants alfo reign ?

•' If they muft, however incapable, much inconve-

*' nience may enfue. But will not the fovercign

.

*• in polTeflion leave the government to his fons
J ?

•' That he will not can fcarce be fuppofed, as

•' being a talk too arduous, and requiring a grea-

* TXctvy.x ABvivaioK aywr, NoBjws AtheJi'ii duccns. To the

fame purpofe is out Englifli proverb, *' carrying coals to
*^* Nevvcaille," Equally needlels was any information from

Arirtotle to Themiftiiis.

t Arlflot. ik Rcptiblica^ Uh. III. cap. 15.

t In Aliftotle it is A^X' « Kuly.Xei\^H m: vuk; SiX^o^8i

pctcri\iv^, lit' i^aiw.!; lyu-i rH'vo -sroiwaai ; '* Will not the 'kin$i

*' leave his fons his fuccelTors, if he has it in his power ?"

The inllance of Marcus Aurelius and his degenerate fon

Commodus (fee the Ca.'fars, p. 161.) fccms a cafe in

point. The *' taflc" of difinheriting fuch a monfter was

too arduous, " the virtue" too exalted, even for that phi-

lofopher.

ter
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" ter degree of virtue than is the lot of human
" nature."

Afterwards, fpcaklng of a king who governs

according to law, of which he is the minifter and

guardian, and flyling him, " not a king," but

ranking him in another clafs, he adds *, '* As to

** abfolute monarchy
-f-,

or arbitrary power, fome

*' think it inconfiflcnt with nature for one to be lord

** of all ];. For all men, being by nature equal, have

•' the fame natural rights §." And, a little after,

he fays, " Whoever therefore would have reafon

•* govern, would have God and the laws govern.

** But whoever would give the government to man,

*' would give it to a wild beafl ||. For fuch is con-

** cupifcence, and anger alfo debafes ** the bed men.

** Law therefore is reafon, exempt from paiTion.**

The philofopher, you obferve, fcems here to

diftruft and reprobate human nature. For he fays,

m effe61-, that human nature is by no means

equal to the eminence of fuch an exalted flation.

He thinks it difficult for a prince to prefer

the general good of the flate to that of his

* De RepuU. I. III. c. 16;

X Both the prince and the philofopher choofe, hoxvever,

to involve this eternal truth in art'tul and laboured obfcurity.

Gib BOX.

§ There follows in Ariilotle, Kat -^r,, a.'Jlr,v «|iav Kula (fiva-to «>a»

(" And, according to nature, the fame rank.")

II
O h K*9^(«7rovy.£A£twi-, "Crpr'Srcrt xcn 6ij?iok. The MS, of

Voffius, unfatisfied with " a fingle beaft," affords the ftron-

ger reading of S-^jeia (" beafta"), which the experience of

defpotifm may v/arrant. Gibbon.
'-•'

Afiyfy/'iciiy.x»{-'- magiftrates and'') is infertedin Ariftotle.

Vol. 1. C chil-
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children. He fays, that " it is unjuft for one to

•' govern many of his equals." And at lafl, in

the clofe of his difcourfe, he adds, that " law is

*' reafon, exempt from paffiouj" and that ** go-

" vernment fliould be entrafted to law alone, and

** not to any man. For the reafon that men pof-

** fefs^ even if they are virtuous, is debafed by
•* anger and lufl, moH: favage beads."

This doi^rine of Ariflotle feems perfectly agree-

able to that of Plato. Firft, he thinks that the go-

vernor ought to excell the governed, not only in

virtue, but in nature ; which is not eafy to find

among men. And alfo, that he fliould, to the ut-

mofl of his power, obey the laws, not thofe which

were ena6led on a fudden emergency, or compiled

by men who were not entirely governed by reafon;

but by fuch, as, having pure minds and fouls, had

a view not only to prefect offences and contingen-

cies, but from the nature of government, and alfo

the nature of juftice and of guilt, after obtaining

all poffible inftrudion, framed laws for all the peo-

ple in general, without refpecl to friend or foe, to

neighbour or relation. And this is much prefe-

rable, as they meant to promulge and tranfmit

their laws, not to their contemporaries only, but

to pofterity and foreigners, with whom they ne-

ver had, nor expelled to have, any conne£^ion or

intercourfe. I have heard that the wife Solon,

though by his civil inllitutions he made the people

free, incurred much reproach by confuhing with

z his
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his friends as to cancelling of debts *, and thus

giving them an opportunity of improving their

fortunes. So difficult it is to avoid fuch fatalities,

even though a man were to enter into the public

fervice unimpaffioned.

As fuch are mj^ apprehenfions, I often regret

my former flate of life, and, in deference to 3'0ii,

1 reflect that you have faid, not only that thofe

great legiilators, So'on, Lycurgus, and Pittacus,

were propofed for my emulation -f, but alfo that

J mud: quit the fliade of philofophy for the open

funfhine. As if you fhould fay to a man, who, for the

fake of his health, had ufed moderate exercife at

home, ** You mufl: now repair to Olympia |, and

*' exchange your domeftic recreation for the games
*' of Jupiter ; where your fpectators will be the

*' Greeks reforting from all parts ; and, in parti-

" cular, your fellow citizens, for whom you mud
*' enter the liils; and alfo fome Barbarians, whom
** you muft aftonifh, in order to render your country

** as formidable to them as you can." This would

immediately alarm him, and make him enter the lifts

with terror. Suppofe mc now affe^ed in the fame

manner by your epiftle. Whether my opinion on

the fubje61 be juft or not, whether I am a little

* Before the refoliition which Solon had taken to extio;

guifh debts tranfpirei I in public, Ibme of his friends bor-

rowed large fums, well knowing that they fliculd be excuied

fiom paying them. La Bleteris.
-}• See p. 7.

'\ A town of Feloponnefus, where was a temple of Jupi-

ter, in honour of whom the Olympic games were celebrated

tiiere every fifth year,

C 2 - Hlif-
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miftaken, or totally err, I expe£l to learn from

you.

The matters in your epiflle as to which I am
doubtful, and therefore wijfh you to explain, my
deareft and mofl refpeclable friend, (hall now be

mentioned. You '^ prefer," you fay, " an acftive

" to a philofophical life ;" and you appeal to the

teftimony of the wife Ariftotle, who ir.akes hap-

pinefs confilt in acling well ; but " whether a po-

*' litical or a contemplative life Ihould be preferred,

** he was," you fay, " rather undetermined." For,,

in fome places, he gives the preference to contem-

plation ; in others, he commends the *' architecls,"

as he flyles them, " of illudrious deeds." " Among
" tbefe," you fay, *' are kings." But Ariiiotle

never ufes the word which you have introduced.

And the contrary may rather be inferred from the

paflage that vou have quoted. For inflance :

" We think thofe acquit themfelves moft properly

'' in all external a^lions, \who are, as it were, men-

" tal architecls." This may be fuppofed to mean

law-givers, or political philofophers, and all who acl

merely by thought and reafon, rather than the

artificers of civil tranfaf'tions ; for whom it is not

fufEcient to confider, and devife, and inflrucl others

in their duty ; but every thing that the laws di-

rect, or circumftances may require, they mufl un-

dertake and execute themfelves j unlefs we call

him n architect, who is

— in m hry actions fkill'd *,

as
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as Homer poetically flylcs Hercules, the grcateft

of fuch artificers.

But if we admit this to be true, and think thofe

only happy who have adminiflered public affairs,

fuch as have ruled or reigned over many, what then

fliall wc fay of Socrates r* As to Pythagoras *, and

Democritusf, and Anaxagoras | the Clazomenian,

they, perhaps you will fay, were in another re-

fpeft happy, on account of their contemplations.

But Socrates, rejefting a fpeculative, and prefer-

ring an aftive life, could not govern his own wife,

nor his fon, nor indeed reftrain two or three dif-

orderiy citizens. Will you fay, that he was not

a£live, as he was not a ruler ? On the contrary, I

maintain, that the fon § of Sophronifcus performed

greater aflions than Alexander
||

; for to him I afcribe

* A philofopher of Saraos, who travelled as far as India,

through uEgypt, in fearch of knowledge j and on return-

ing opened a fchool in a remote part of Italy (Magna Grie-

cia), in the reign of Tarquin the Proud, See Cic. 7ufc.

^(cji. IV. I. He held the tranfmigration of fouls, and

was thought by his fcholars infallible.

f Of Abdera, from his ridiculing the eager purfuit of

welath and honour, known by the name of the laughing

philofopher. Yet his own father was {o rich, that at one

time he feafted Xerxes and his army. He died at the age of

99 years. See Cic. de Fin. v. 2g. and /Itail. iv. 17.

X A man of high birth, and a higher mind, the pre-

ceptor of Pericles. See the Confolatory oration on the de-

priure of Sallull.

§ Socrates. His father was a ftone-cutter of mean for-

tune, and his mother (Phsenarete) a midwife.

!'; Julian is right in preferring Socrates to the conqueror

of Alia, the wifell and moft enlightened of philofophers to

the fcourge of mankind. But whatever he may fay of

pretended philofophical converfions, as rare as defeftive,

C 3 men
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men derived very little advantage from the inftru6lions of

Socrates : vvfenefs the deplorable ftate in which the nations

by whom philofophy uas moft cultivated were with reg.ird

both to religion and manners before the puhlicatjon otthe

gofpel. It was refervtd for tvvelve men, of the dregs of the

people, and of a nation which Athens and Rome confidered

as barbarous, toefteift in the world a reformation which phi-

lofophy h;id never attempted and deemed impolfible. If men
had had for apofties only Socrates, and the philofophers of

different feds proceeding from his fchool, the world would
flill have been what if was fornjerly. Ip tbi midll; of the

profoundetl darknefs, fome men, a little lefs blind than the

vulgar, and often more vicious, had a glimpfe of a fmall

number of truths, vyhich ferved as food for their pride, and

cxercife for their tongues, rather th;in ns a rule for their

conduft. Some coniidcred every thing as problematical, es^eii

the exiftence of God, and the principles of nwrality.

Otheis, raving at vice, diflionouredvirtu^, and aftrontcc^

public decency. Some performed virtuous actions, but

from fanaticifm and felf-love. Many concealed, and badly

poncealed, under the philofophjcal cloak, fonpe abomina-

tions which now we dare not name. The moft enlightened,

through v/ant of zeal for the truths with which they were

befi acquainted, and bcfidcs not being able to fupport them

but by fubtle and fir from popular arguments, held them in

captivity. They had not the courage merely to propofe to

the m.ultitude the fundamental tcn^t of the unity of God.

'The people, without inilrnftion, without principles, without

manners, without an idea of the duti>:s of man, ruflied

headlong into all the horrors of idolatry; niid the pretended

fages, fuch as Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Seneca, 2^c. had the

meannef? to worlhip in the temples the fame Gods whom
they ridiculed in their fchools and in their writings : or at

the moft like Julian, and the Platonifts of his time, by the

aid v)f fome arbitrary fyllem they formed a monftrous mix-

ture of the tenets of the divine unity together with the

fpc'. Illative and practical follies of polythtiim. It is even

more th.m probable, that the general corruption and

the various revolutions that happened in the world would

have abfolurelyextinguifhed the weak lights of philofophy

if Chriftianiry had not come to ftrengrhen, purify, and

exrenu them, and to place within the reach of tfic dulleft

ininds botli u hat the philolbphers could not, and what they

dared not, teach. Probably the nations which difmemT

bered
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the military Ikiil of Xenophon *, the fortitude of

Antifthenes -j-, the Eretrian l and Megarean § phi-

lofophy ; a Cebes
J},

a Simmias **, a Phcedon ff,

and innumerable others ; not to mention the co-

lonies that we have received from Athens; from

the Lyceum, the Porch, and the Academies J|. Who
is now preferved by the victories of Alexander ?

beretl the Roman empire would again have plunged us into

b;iibari{"m, if the Chrirtian religion had not civilifed them.

Will thole who oppofe it never has'e the equity to confider,

that without it they would certainly have been abandoned to

the moft foolifli fuperlhtions, and perhaps have been in a ftate

Ihuilar to that of the favages of America ? LaBleterie.
* Of the " military Ikill" of Xenophon there needs no

other proof than the retreat of the ten thoufund Greeks,

which he condiiifted.

f 1 he founder of the feft of the Cynics, which Diogenes,

one of his principal hearers, rendered fo confiderable.

Paticntiam, fays Cicero (^de Otat. iii. 17.) et dt(ritiam

in Socr.iiico fermcne max'im'e adamarat. He llyles him alfo

{^ad yjltic. XII. 38.) bo?ninis acuii magh qua>n crudiiL

I From Menedemus, becaufe he was of Eretria [in

Euboea] the Eretrians were fo called; all whofe good was
placed in the mind, and the quicknefs of its apprehen-

iion, by which truth is difcerned, Cic. Acad. iv. 42.

§ From Euclid, a dilciple of Socrates, v/ho was of ATe-

gara [in Achaia], his followers were flyled Megareans, who
maintained that only to be good which v/as fingle, and
always the fame. Ibid.

II
Of Thebe?. He v/rote three dialogues, whofe titles

are preferved by Diogenes Lat^rtius {Vit. Ph'dof.) The firll

of them, his Table, is iriil extant.
** Of Thebes alfo*. Lacrtius enumerates twenty-three

of his dialogue?,

ft Ph±don of Elis was firil a flave, but being emancipated

he ftudied philofcphy, and became the chief of -the icit

calkd Elean.

ll The fchools of Ariftotle, Zeno (or the Stoics) and

the Academics.

C 4 What
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What Dation is more wifely governed, what indi-

vidual is improved, by them? Many you may find

whom they have enriched, but none u'hom they

have made v/ifer, or more temperate, either in them-

felves, or towards others : on the contrary, they

have fomented pride and infolence ; -while all

who are now reformed by philofophy, are reformed

by Socrates. In this opinion I am fjpported by

Ariflotle, who fcems to mean the fame, by faying,

that " the theological work *, which he was com-
*' pofing, required as great abiliiies as ihofe which

*' fubverted the Peifian empire." In this I think

he reafoned right. For viclories are principally

owing to courage and fortune, and, if you pleafe,

a kind of prudential cunning. But he who con-

ceives true ideas of God is not only endued with

perfect virtue, but it may jullly be doubted vvhether

inch a one fhould be (lyled a man or a God. For

if it be true, that all things are fo conilituted as

to be bed known by thofe vvho are connefted with

them, he who is acquainted with the divine nature

Jiir^y, in like manner, be deemed a pure intelli-

e^ence.

But fmce I am returned to the comparifon be-

tween a contemplative and an aftive life, from

which I had digrelied, and which, at the beginning

of your epiille, you wiilied to decline ; I will

* Tn BtoXoyixn avyfsxOro " Oil the nature of God." The fe-

qiiel Ihews, that it lliould be thus tranllatcd. I know not

v/hat this work of Arillotle is; and Julian, if I miilake not,

h the only one vvho has mentioned it. La Bleterie.

mentio.^
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mention tliefaire philofopbersihat you did, Areus *,

Nicolaus t, Thrafyllus
J;,

and Mufonius (j. Not

one of thcfe had the government of his country

;

though Areus, it is faid, refufed the praefecture

of ^gypt, which was offered him. But Thrafyllus,

being the intimate friend of that cruel tyrant Ti-

* A philofopher and a man of ienrning, who, wkh his

two fons, Dionyfii'.s and Nicanor, was attached to the per-

fcn of Auguftus, v.'hofc confidence he poffeffed. Seneca

fays, that he was the comforter of Livia, when. flie Teemed

inconfolable for the lofs of Drufus. Scncc. Ccnfclat. ad
ui^arciam. La Bleterie.

t A friend of Augiiilu?, M. Agrippa, and Herod the

Great, who learned of him pnilofophy. At the defire of

that king of the Jews, he wrote an univerfal hiltory. He
did honour to philofophy bv his difmtereftednefs and genc-

rofity. He anticipated in every thing the v/ants. of :his

friends, and faid, that " money, like inftruments of mufic,

" was only ufeful to thofe who employed it." He com-
pofed the Life of Augnftus, or rather the hillory of his

education. We have on'y fome fragments of his works,

which are in the extrads of Conflantine Porph^-rogenetus,

publilhed by M. de Valois. Ibit^.

-1 A Platonic philofopher and a celebrated aftrologer.

It appears in Tacitus, Annal. vi. with what adcirefs and

prefence of mind he contrived to efcape the cruel ty of

Tiberius, and to gain his confidence. Ib'ui.

II
C. Caius Mufonius Rufus, a Roman knight. Not coxi«

tented v,ith profeffing the Stoic philofophy, he endeavoured

to difFufe it among the young not)ility of Rome, and fpeak-

ing freely of the condiicl of Nero, that tyrant comnnted j 5
'^

him to a dreadful prifon, from whence he fent him {xx'Ht \

into the illand of Gyaro£, and afterwards to the illhnus

of Corinth, there to work in chains. A. friend comni-
ferating his lituation, " I had rather be here,^' f:id '

Mufonius, " than act on a flage like Nero." A^rer tie

death of his perfecutor, he returned to Rome, and was ths

only philofopher v.hom Vefpafian did not expell. As
Julian fays, that Mufonius fuHained the cruelty *' of ty-

rants," he was again peifecuted by fome other behdes

Neroj no do\;b by Domician. Ibid^

berius

,
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berius, unlefs he had exculpated himieif by the

difcourfes that he has left, would have contracfted

a perpetual and indelible fiain. Thus civil go-

vernment was of no fervice to him. Nicolaus

was the artificer of no great deeds, and he is better

known by his writings concerning them. Mnfonius

alfo, by fupporting with fortitude and fubduing

by firmnefs the cruelty of tyrants, became dif-

tinguilhcd, and was no lefs happy than thofe who
governed the greateft kingdoms. As for Areus,

when he refufed the prsefef^ure of iEgypt, he

willingly deprived himfelf of the greateil happinefs,

if he thought an aclive life the greatcfl. You

yourfelf too are inactive, as you neither command

.an army *, nor harangue the people, nor govern any

natioa

"* Indeed the Themifiins, v.-ith whom vve are acqiiainted,

was HOC a narrior. Nor did he harangue the people ; no

one, I imagine, had then that privilege, except the Em-
perors acd Csjlars. He was not Prefect of Conilantinoplc

till the reign of Theodolius. Neverthelefs, the manner in

r.hich 'ulian here mentions the Themiftiu';, to whom he

is writi'ng, would make one think, that he wns rather a

mere 'jhiiofopher, ci^nccntered in his fchool, than the ccle-

bratei Themiilius, who had been made fenator of Con-

itantinople two months before Julian was named Ca^far,

:mdwho had always the ambition to be at once a philo-

I'oDiier and a itafefman. Befides, the Themiftius to whon,i

thi epiftie is addrefied, appears to have been one of the

moil: intimate friends of Jiili:ui; and Themiftius the ienator,

h an oration pronounced in the reign of Tii.eodolius,

li which he boafts of the regard which the Em.perors

^ad had for him, intimates that Julian did not love

him, becaule, he fays, that prince had been forced (by

truth, no doubt) to acknowledge him for the firil of phi,-

lofophers. In fliort, what is ilill of more confeouence,

Julian
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nation or citv : but does it follow, that yon arc

not wile ? And if you ihould form feveral philo*

fophers, or only three or four, you would con-

tribute more efTentially to the happinefs of man-

kind than many kings united. A philofopher ads

no inconfiderable part ; he is not, as you have faid,

the director only of public counfels, nor is his

action confined to thinking. But if he confirm,,

his words by his deeds, and appear fuch as he

would have others to be, he will urge to adion

Julian was not Csefar wher) Themiflius was made fenator; yet

Theniillius, in the diifcourfe where he thanks Conllantius fol"

his new dignity, congratulates the Emperor on having takeri

Julian for his colleague. Theie difficulties are very ftrong

;

but may it not be laid in anfvver, i. That ThemilVuis was

perhaps one of the fenators who were flyled alictli- at

immunes^ and who enjoyed all the privileges of fenators,

without being obliged to exercife the functions? 2. The-
jnifiius wasr at leail: as good a courtier as philofopher.

Policy therefore did not allow him to boall, in the reign of

Theodofius, of having been the friend of Julian. He
rather chofe to have it then believed, that, if ihat prince

had given him great marks of etleem, it was not fo much
ffom inclination and choice, as becaufe he could not refufe

them. The ranity of Themiftius, v/hich is very apparent

in the orarion in queillon, concurred \vith policy to nuke
him fpeak this language. 3. It is true, that the letters

by which Conftantius made Themiftius fenator were read

in the fenate of Conftantinople on the firil of September,

355, and that Julian was not declared Caefar till the fixth

of November follou-ing ; but the acknowledgement in v/liich

the new fenator menrions the airjciation of Julian was, as

appears by the tlifcourfe itielf, pronounced forae time after

the letters of Conllantius had been read at Conftantinople,

and when it was juft known that Julian was Cajfar. No-v
thing hinders our fuppoling that two months and a half, ox

riirec montiis, intervened between tl^e reading of thofe

letters and the difcourfe in q\ielVion, La Bleterie.

with
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with, more perfuafion and effefl^ than thofe who

excite to it by comrnand.

But I ir.utl now return to the fubjeft with which

I began, and conclude an epiftle already perhaps

too long. This is the fum of it ; that it is not for

the fake of avoiding fatigue, nor of purfuing

pleafure, nor from a love of floth and idlenefs, that

I am averfe to public bufinefs ; but, as I laid at the

beginning, from a confcioufnefs of my not having

fufficient kn.owledge or genins, and alfo from an

apprehenlion of throwing a reproach on philofophy

(whom though I love I have not won, and who

bythe men of this age is alreidy too much flighted),

having written fomething formerly, and now being

corre^ed by your admonitions.:, . ; ,

May God grant me fuccefs, and prudence to

deferve it ! I have nov/ the utraoft occalion for the

ftffiftance principally of the Supreme Being, and

alfo of you philoiOphcrs, for whofe ci^dit I have

cxpofed myfelf to danger. If God fhall by my

means grant to mankind a bieffing ^ beyond my

abilities alone to procure, you will have no reafon

to be oiFended at my diicouifes. For as I am con-

fcioas of nothing good, this only excepted, that

havin'^ nothlnn, I do not think that I abound -K I

con-

•^- This bleffing was particularly the re-efuiblifliment of

Paganiinf!. La Bleterie.

f Ov» i^r.os oio[.'.CA Toc fj.ty\-ot, Ep/s'^j ^X'^^ ^^ i-oev. As DOtn

Julian and his corrcipondent were, no doubt, well ac-

tiuainted with the writings of the i\poIl;le5, I will hazard a

conjecture that this was intended as a fneer on an expreffion

•

4 -f
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continue to a6l, as you obferve, in the fame manner;

and I intreat you not to form high expeifliations of

tne, but to fubmit every thing to God. So if any

faults Ihould be committed, I fhall be blamelefs ;

but if all things fliould fucceed to my wiflies, I

ihall be grateful and moderate, not arrogating to

myfelf the deeds of others, but afcribing, as is

jufl, every thing to God *, and knowing that my

acknowledgements are due to him, let me exhort

you to return him yours alfo.

of St. Paul, in 2 Cor. vr. 10. fi,- fAr.Jjy jjcovIe,-, kva -axtra

1 KXTt^o^Ti;, y^s ha'ving nothings and yet poffejfing all thlng'^.

j

The expreffions at leaft are very fimilai.

[

* That piety of fpirit, that true magnanimity, vvhich \

Julian here profefles, has been nobly exemplified, while 1
!

I
am writing this, by a modern commander, the retriever of

I
the glory of the Britifti flag, whom we find, in the midlf uf •

the moft brilliant fuccefs, *' giving God the glory," and
|

uot fcrupling to declare, that ' It has pleafed God, }\

*' out of his Divine Providence, to grant to his Majedy's .

*' arms a moft complete victory," &c. See Sir Georg«
Rodney's Letter in the London Gazette of May iS, i;8<?.

A co>%



A CONSOLATORY ORATION

A CONSOLATORY OrATION ON THE
Departure of * Sallust f*

A- D. XTNLESS, my dear friend, I communicate

vJ to you what has occurred to me in private,

fince I heard of your approaching departure, I

Ihall

* One MS. adds, ts ayxGioreim^ (" the excellent.")

-j- This is a farewell cncimium on Salluft, who was going

into lllyricum and Thrace, he being one of the few who
was dear to Julian, and his confidential frier J. Ke wrote

this Oration when he governed the Gauls with the title of

Casfar, during the life of Conftantius. The time when

Julian celebrated the departure of Salluxl: with this Ora-

tion may be afcertained from a paflage in the Epillle to the

Athenians, where he mentions, that Conftantius removed

Sallnll from the Gauls,, becaufe he was his friend.

Petau.
This Oration exhibits to us a picliurc of an excellent

temper, on the eminence to which Julian was now exalted,

in not being al:)!e to be feparated from the deareft and moil

ufeful guide and companion of his life without the utmoft

regret. Spanheim^
Salluft was an officer of great merit, by birth a Gaul.

What employment Conftantius had given him in the Gaule

is not known, but it was certainly one that was con-

fiderable. He was a Pagan, a man of learning, of great

ability in bufinefs, and of diilinguiflied probity ; fufficient

recommendations to the fiiendfhip of Julian. Salluft had

the rare talent of giving advice without petulance, and

without that air of confidence, which too often renders

the triith, and always thofe who fpeak it, difgufting. The
freedom with which he reproved the prince was foftened

by
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ihall think myfelf deprived of fome confolation ;

or

by rcfpeft, cordiality, and tendernefs. Julian revered him
as a father, and all the good that Julian did was attributed

to Salluft, without exciting any jealoufy in Julian. Th^e

intrigues of Florentius and fome other officers induced the

Emperor to recall Salluft, on a pretext that was honourable

to him ; but, in reality, to mortify Julian, who was left at

the difcrstion of perfons unworthy of their pofts, and his

profefled enemies. He was extremely concerned at the lof«

of Salluft. To affwage his grief, he addrefled this dif-

courfe to him, in which he takes leave of him in an aifecfting

manner, with teftimonies of the lincereft friendftiip and
efteem. Afterwards, when he was Emperor, he made him
Praefeft of the Gauls. La Bleterie,

On his entering the Perlian territories [April 13, 3637,

Julian received a letter from his old friend Salluft [then ia

Gaul], conjuring him not to take the field till he had ap-

peafed the Gods, who feemed, by various prodigies, to

declare againft the Perfian war. But the die was caft. 3iJ,

See alfo Epiftle xvii, and what M. de la Bleterie fays

farther of this difcourle in the Preface.

The meafures of policy, and the operations of war,
muft fubmit to the various operations of circumftance and
charadter, and the unpraftifed ftudent will often be per-

plexed in the application of the moft perfed theory. But
in the aequifition of this important fcience Julian was
affifted by the a£tive vigour of his own genius, as well as

by the wifdom and experience of Salluft, an officer of

rank, who foon conceived a fincere attachment for a prince

fo worthy of his friendftiip ; and wliofe incorruptible in-

tegrity was adorned by the talent of inhnuating the

harflieft truths, without wounding the delicacy of a royal

«ar. Gibbon.
This excellent minifter was fpeedily recalled by the

je3lo\:ly of the Emperor; and we n.ay ftill read a fenfiblc

b'.-. pedantic diicourfe, in which Juii-.n deplores the lofs of

fo 7 iUible a friend, to whom he acknowledges himfelf in-

debted fur his reputation. Ibii,

This Salluft muft be carefully diftinguiflisd from the

ener^blt. prsei^d of the Eafl;, who had the fiOgiilar ho«

aour of <.'•: ce refuiine the empire, oace after the deatK

Voi..I.
" C 8 oi
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or rather I fliall imagine that my dignity * affords

me no advantage unfhared by you. For having

participated with each other in much joy, and in

iHuch grief, both in words and deeds, in public

and in private, at home and in the field, for the

prefent evils, be they what they may, we mufl:

both have recourfe to the fame remedy. But who
will fupply us with a lyre like that of Orpheus,

or with fongs like thofe of the Sirens, or with the

drug Nepenthes f ? Whether this was a fi£lion

derived

of Julian, and again on the death of Jovian. Julian ho-

noured the confulfliip with the name of the Praefed of Gaul
(A. D. 363.) Ibid.

The fourth Oration of Julian, In Solem Rcgem^ compofed

in three nights, is addreffed to the fame Salluft, and to-

wards the conclufion he mentions a former vvort^ow loft)

*' on the Kgov»a," or Saturnalia^ which was alfo inftribed to

"him, and of which one paragraph (quoted in the firll note
j

on the Crefars, p. 145.), is preferved by Suidas.

* Of C^far, which Conftantius had conferred on him
at Milan, Nov. 6, 355. See the Epiftle to the Athe-

nians, p. 77.

f Odyf. IV. 221. On the arrival of Telemachus at the

court of Menelaus at Sparta,

> ' With genial joy to warm the foul.

Bright Helen mix'd a mirth-infpiring bowl

;

Temper'd with drugs of fovereign ufe t'alTvvag©

The boiling bofom of tumultuous rage,

To clear the clouded front of wrinkled care,

And dry the fearful fluices of defpair.

\

Thefe drugs, fo friendly to the joys of life.

Bright Helen learn'd from Thonc's imperial wife.

Who fway'd the fceptre, where prolific Nile

With rarious fimples cloaths the fruitful foil, ice.

Fen TON

Juli»ii
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derived from ^Egyptian lore, or was invented by

the poet himfelf, and _'inter\voven in his leqiul of

the Trojan calamities, as if Helen had learned it

in yEgypt, it exprefles what ought to be the lan-

guage of thofe who wifh to difpel, not the nii-

feries which the Greeks and Trojans mutually in-

flicted, but mental fuiTerings, and ro reftore chear-

fulnefs and tranquillity. For pleafure and pain

feem to fio^v from the fame fource, and in their

turns fucceed each other. And thofe events which

occailon great labour and trouble> in the opinion

of the wife, give a mind, that is righily difpofed,

not more pain than pleafure. Thus from the

bittrreft herb that grows on Hymettus * the bee ^

exrra61s fwcet juice, and works it into honey. Such
^

bodies, as are healthy and robuft, are nourifhed

by any kind of food, and that which is generally

deemed un'.vholefome, far from impairing, increafcs

their ftrer.2:th. But on thofe, whofe conflitutions

by nature, education, or Itudy, are weak, and

through their whole life, valetudinary, the flightelt

attacks make violent impreflions, So, in regard lo

the mindj thofe who are thus [fufcepcible, mull be

Jiilim refers to the fame palTnge in his xxxviith Epiftle.

And Milton thus alludes to it, in his IMalk ot Comus :

Not tha^t Nepenthes which the wife of Thone,
In .-iigypt, j(uve to Jove-horn Helena,
,Ts of fuch power to llir up joy as this,

To Wii fo friendly, or fo cool to thirll.

" A mountain of Attica, famoii^ fur cxceiient honey.
L'hi non llymtta niella dccedu^.t. Hoi;.

Vo:.. L D contented

33



34 A CONSOLATORY ORATION
contented *] with being moderately well, and though

they are not endued whh the ftrength of Antif-

thenes f or Socrates, or the fortitude of Callif-

thenes if;, or the temperance of Polemo
|1,

yet if

they can be ferene in fuch trials, perhaps in greater

difficulties they may be chearful.

As to myfelf, fenflble how much I fuffer and

Ihall fuffer from your journey, my concern was

equal to that which I felt on firft leaving my pre-

ceptor §. For I immediately recolleded the la-

bours which we have fhared, our pure and un-

feigned affedlion, our innocent and unreferved

* Imperfect. The tranflator has fupplied the chafm by

conjefture.

-{ A philofopher and teacher of rhetoric at Rhodes, who,

on hearing Socrates, bade hia ichulars ieek a new mailer,

for he had found one. He was the founder of the Cynic

left, and the mailer of Diogenes.

X A philofopher and difciple of Ariftotle, who fre-

\
quented the court of Alexander the Great. On his op-

}

pofing that prince being worfnipped in the Perfian manner,

I

he was accufed of a pretended confpiracy, and cruelly ex-

pofed to liens.

li
Polemo was a profligate young rake of Athens, and

even diftinguillied by the diflblutenefs of his manners. One
day, after a riotous entertainment, he came reeling, with

a chaplet on his head, into the fchool of Xenocrates. The
audience were greatly offended at his fcandalous appearance

;

but the philofopher went on, without any emotion, in a

difcourfe on temperance and fobriety. Polemo was fo

Itruck by his arguments, that he foon threw away his

chaplet; and from that time became a difciple of Xeno-

crates; and projited fo well by his inftruftions, that he

aftervrards fucceeded him in the Socratic fchool.

Mrs. Cartex.

^ The eunuch iMardonlus. See the Mifopogon.

con-
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coaverfanon, our concurrence iij all things laudable^

;he alacrity and refoluticn with which we uni-

Tprmly oppofed tKq wicked, and the firmnefs wich

wni^i) we cprif^antly maintained our purpofc. having

one and tne (an^eniind, nmilar manners, and being

united b)' the flrideil iViendihip. Betides, I rccol-

Ictled that exprefllon,

^ On the field UlylTes flands alone *.

03

For I now much reremble him, iince God has re-

iiioved you, Hke Heftor'-f-, far from the darrs which

have been launched at you by fycophants ; or

rattier at rnfe, endeavouring to wound me through

you ; as thinking no method fo certain as that of

deprivirfg me, if pomble, of the foc'iety of a faith-

lul friend, an alert defender, and a fharer, witli

alacrity, in all my dangers. You, 1

think, at being denied a participation in my cares

and labours, are no lefs affected than I am ; but on

*^,11. XU401. 0ia.'5^ y Oowfff^f. Pope, ^09. 'It has be-

fore be^fi i'emarkcd, (p. 3. note.) that it was fafnioiitibfe

fflr the Gteeks in generaly and J^ilian, their aHniiier and

^it,ri,itatOr, in, particular, to quote Homer at randoir; on every

occation. irhe above expreflion is applied' by the poet to

Ulyffes, when Diomed had been wound-d by Paris, and

obiig^d, to quit the'iield;;
,

,
.,' .

\- 11.^ xr. 164. This paflage is again quoted and applied,

wi'cli more proprictv, by Julian to himfelt in his Allegorical

Fablei That Heftbr was removed from the battle was a

defirable circmnltance to Ulyfies ; not fo the deiertion of

iiifii. fcieijd Diorticdi To this therefore the, remaval of

Salful^ from Julian feen^s axpre /jppilcaUlc,.

D 2 my
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my account, and for my fafety, are rather more

anxious than myfelf. For as I never preferred my
own intereft to yours, I have always experienced

from you the fame attention. I am therefore juflly

and deeply concerned, that to you, who, with re*

fpeft to others, can fay,

•* I heed them not, for my affairs are prof-

perous,"

I alone (liould occafion grief and anxiet5\ But

in this, it feems, we are equal fufferers; you, how-

ever, lamenting only on my account, but I con-

ftantly regretting the lofs of your fociety, and recol-

le6:ing the friendfliip which we mutually pledged

to each other, cemented firfl and principally by

virtue, and afterwards by the obligations, not from

you to me, but thofe which were largely conferred

on' me by you. This friendlhip we bound not by

oaths, or other fuch ties, like Thefeus and Piri-

thous *, but by a perpetual concurrence in opinion,

in being fo far from uniting to injure any one, as

never to converfe on the fubjefl. But if any thing

happened advantageous to an individual, or the

common good was in view, this engaged our private

difcourfe-

That I have abundant caufe to lament, on being

feparated, for ever fo fhort a time, not only from

a friend, but, God knovi's, a faithful afliftanr,

* The fvvorn friendfiiip of thefe two heroes was pro-

verbial. See the Life of Theieus in Plutarch.

Socrates,
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Socrates, I doubt not, the great herald and teacher

of virtue, would allow; as far as his fentiments

may be conjedured from Plato. For thefe are his

words :
*' Rightly ro govern a ftate, I deem a mod

*^ difficult taflv ; for it cannot be governed without

" faithful friends and counfellors ; and fuch can-

*' not eafily be found.'* And if Plato thought

this more arduous than digging through Athos,

what can we expert, who in wifdom and knowledge

are more unequal to hiin than he was to God ?

But I not only regret the mutual affiftance which

we gave to each other, in civil adminifl ration, and

which enabled us more eafily to fupport whatever

happened unexpecSledly either by accident, or by

the machinations of cur enemies ; but the ap-

proaching lofs of my chief foiace and delight rends

and afflifts my heart. For what friend equally

benevolent have I now remaining ? Whofe fincere

and innocent confidence fliall I be able now to en-

dure ? Who will advife me prudently, reprove me

niildly, confirm me in virtue without pride and

arrogance, and ufe freedom of fpeech without

afperity ; like thofe, who from medicines extract the

naufeous, and leave the ufeful ? Thefe advantages *

I have derived from your friendfhip. Deftitute of

* In the original, a\>.x raro ^.e> sx t>j; <ry„- ^t>.ix; ro om^ai

tyia^-zaaccfjLVi ', literally, *' But I have reaped this cVfgrace from
*• yoiir friendfhip." Perhaps we fnould read ro wwi [utUe).

The Latin tranflator renders it hy famam banc (which may
be taken either in a good or bad fenfe) j and Mr. Gibbon
(fee his fecond note, p. 31.) by " reputation.'*

D 3 that.
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that, how (hall I conipofp nuir.erou.s prations ?

Who, when, in defpair,' I am_. hazarding^ my life,

ironi regret cf you, or your counfeis. and bene-

volence, will perfuade me to be refigned^ and to

fiibmit with foititude to whatever God decrees?

For tliisj in concurrence with him, the great .Em-

peror * feems to have determiiic'd, ' By ' what

method, by what charms, can the mind be enabled

to fupport fuch anxiety and diHrcfs with mode-

s ration ? Shall we imitate the difccurfes of Za-

molxis •^-, and mutter his incantations, which, when

Socra:es hud introduced them at Athens, he ob-

liiied beautiful Charmides t to iln^, before he would

cure him of his head-ach ? Or if ihefe, as being

too ^aft, and intended for greater trials, like large

machines in a fmall theatre, are unmanageable, ]'et,

from former occurrences, coliefting, as it were, from

a variegated meadow, fome choice and beautiful

flowers, fliall we folace our minds wifh narrations,

inierfperiiiig with them fume. ftriiSlu res from phi-

lof.'phy ? As draui;hts that are too lufcious are reh-

* Conllantiiis.

-{• A Gere, and fervp.nt of Pythagoras, who, at his re-

turn, civililed his countrymen, and by them was reputed a

Cod.

t An Arhenian, thefon of Gl^*!con, famous for his

bfnuty. S^c the Di-.!ogue of Tlato fo nr.n-,ed, in which

Charmides is an inrcriocutor. " If," fays Sccrate?, " what
'* Critics here fay be true, if you are extremely tem-
'• pcrate, you have no more occafion for Zi'.fnolxisj or the

" incantations of Abaris, the Hyperborean ; that alone will

'* l-e a fufiicicnt nrntdy for your head." Chanvjides is aho

irenticned by FhiLo in his Thcagcs, Protaiioras, and

Banquet.

dered
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dered more palatable by the infufion of certain

drugs, fo vi'hen fuch narrations are feafoned with

fome apt maxims of philofophy, thofe parts of

ancient hiftory which feem tedious are ftripped of

their redundant loquacity.

What firfc ? What next ? What lafl fhall I re-

late * ?

Was not Scipio, loving La?lius, and being equally

loved by him, io clofely connected with him, that

he undertook nothing without having previoufly

confulted and advifed with him ? which occafioned

the envious traducers of his actions to fay, that

Lslius was the author of them, and Africanus only

the performer. The fam.e report prevails in re-

gard to us, and I hear it, I confefs, with great

fatisfaction. For to adopt the good advice of ano-

ther feemed to Zenof a proof of greater virtue

than

* Odyff. IX. 14.

t Zeno, the founder of the Stoic feci, was born at

Citium, a fea-port town in the iQand of Cyprus. He
was originally a merchant, and very rich. On a voyage

from Tyre, where he had been trading in purple, he was

fliipwrecked near the Pirsum. During his liay at Athens,

he happened to meet, in a bookfeller's (Imp, with the

fecond book of Xenophcn's Memorahilia ; with which he

was extremely delighted ; and a&ed the bookfeller where
fuch kind of perfons, as the author mentioned, were to be

found. The bookfeller anf\?ered, pointing to Crates, the

Cynic, who was luckily pafling by, " Follow him ;" which

Zeno did, and became his difciple. But his difpolition was
too modcfl to approve of the Cynic indecency ; and for-

faking Crates, he applied himfelf to the Academics, whom
he attended for ten years, and then formed a fchool of his

ov.n. There was a conllant feverity, or perhaps aulterity,

in his manners, his drefs, and his difcourfe ; except at an

D 4 enter.
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than originally to conceive what is jull and right

thus altering a line of Htfiod :

That man is beO: who follows good advice *,

From

who counfels vviftrly for hlmfclf.

Yet I do not approve the alteration, as I think the

faying of llcliod much more tiiie. Bat better

than either is that of Pythagoras, from whom that

proverb originated, " With friends all things are

" common." This indeed does not refer to money

onlv, but includes a communion of minds and un-

denUndings. So that what you fuggell: is no lefs

ihc property of him who adopts it ; and in fuch

parts of yours as I performed, you are juRly en-

titled to a fhare. But let thofe actions be aicribed

to whom they will, they belong to another; and

entertainment, when he ufcd to ^ppeiir with chearfuhiefs

and e?Sc. His moiah were ineproachable ; nnd he was
prtlented by the Athenians with a goldea crown, becaule

h)i life was a pubUc example oi' virtue, by its conformity

/ witl'i jiis words and docirioes. He lived ninety-eight years,

and then itrangled hinilelt", hecaiile, in going out ol" iiis

fchool, he happened to fall down, and break his" finger.

DiCGENtiS LaLK TlUi:.

in the \Yorks and Days of Heliod, ver. ::9i. wc read,

(In Julian, Traib' ix-jtol) to which latter hemij[lich, it

1'ev.ms, Zeno iubitituied part of vcr. 293, viz.

Eo-'Ao-: d' »v xK-.'.fi^ot;, i-: iv, /.. 7. /..

He too is good, •v.\bo JoIIoivs gnod advice,

Ileliod antl Livy th.ought, that lie who counfelled v.ilely

for himfelf, vi'as the firft of men, and that he who followed

the good advice of others was the fecond. But Zeno pre-

ferred the latter.

of
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of ibeir lu^geftions the invidious cm make no

advantage.

I now return to Africanus and L^eHus. Afrer

Carthage •- was deilroyed, and al! Libya was fub-

jecled to B-ome, Africanus difpatchcd Lcelius with

the intelligence of his fuccefs. Scipio was con-

cerned at being thus feparated from his friend ;

yet he did not think his grief inconfolable. Lrtlius

too, it is probable, was afflicted at departing alone;

yet this calamity did not feem to him infupportable.

Cato alfo took a voyage, leaving his intimate friends

at home. Pythagoras too travelled into ^gypt,

and fo did Plato and Democritus, without any com-

panion, leaving behirid them many whom they

highly cfleemed. Pericles made war againfl Samos f,

unaccompanied by Anaxagoras, and conquered

Euboea | ; by his counfels indeed, for he was his

* By mentioning Libya afterwards, Julian feems to mean
Old Carthage ; but C. Lslius, as we learn from Livy

(xxvii. 7.), was clilpatched to Rome by Scipio Africanus

tiie elder, with the account of " the conqueft," not de-

ftruiftion, " of New Ca*!rLhage, the capital of Spain, in one
*' day." He w-as indeed difpatched, many years after, by

the younger Scipio, from Africa, with Syphax and other

prifoners, and with the intelligence of the victory of Zama:
but it does not appear that he was fent with the accoxuit

of the deftruftion of Old Carthage. Julian trufted much
to his memory, which fometimes deceived him.

f Making \var with the Samians, Pericles gained a naval

viAory, and at laft took their city.

X Eubcea having rebelled againii: the Athenians, he in-

vaded it with a fleet and army, and reduced it to their

obedience. See his Life in Plutarch.

pre-
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preceptor *

; but, like other necefTaries, he did not

lake hirA per Tonally with him to the field. It is .

reported, that the Athenians feparated him un-

willingly from the Ibciety of his preceptor. Bur,

like a wife man, he bore the frenzy of his fellow-

citizens with firmnefs and moderation ; thinking

that his country, greatly, though not juftly, of-

fended at their connection, fliould, like a parent,

be obeyed, and perhaps thus reafoning whh him-

felf : (you rauil confider what follows, as the words

of Pericles.) ." The world at large is ray city and

*• country, and ray friends the Gods and Genii,

" and all the good, whoever they are, and where-

*' ever they refide. But the place of our birth

" deferves refpcft, as this is the law of God, and

** what (lie commands ought to be obeyed, and

" not oppofed, left, as the proverb fays, we kick

*' againil the pricks -7-. The yoke of neceffity,

*' as it is ilyled, is implacable. Yet it is not to

<* be deplored and lamented, even when its weight

" is the heavieft, but the burthen itfelf is to be

" riehtly eftimated. She now commands Anax-

" agoras to leave me ; lb that I fliall fee no more

" my beft friend, on whofe account I was dif-

'* pleafcd with the night for fecreting him from me,

*' and returned thanks to the day and the Sun for

'- In the Pha;clru3 of Plato, Socrates fays, that " Pe-

" ricies had this advantage of all other orators, that he

'•'• had been a hearer of the philofopher Anaxagoras."

OV. Orat. 4.

t ri^-o? HsvT^a x«KTt^«i'. The farue proverb is ufed in the

Ads of the Apoilles, ix. 5.
ii re-



ON THE UEPARTURE OF S A L L U S T.

** reftoring to my fight the chief object of my
" love. If nature, O Pericles, had given you

*' no more fight than fiie has given to birds, had

*' yonr grief been fiill more poignant, il would not

" have been ftrange. But as (lie has not only

" breathed into you a foul, and implanted a mind,

*• by whofe recollection you dlfcern, though abfent,

" many things that are now tranfacling at a dif-

" tancc, but hr.s alfo endued you with reaion,

** which, difcovering many future events, reveals

" til em, as it were, to the eyes of your mind, and

*' a fancy, which, dlfcloling things prcfent, fub-

** mits to her judgement and invedigadon not

" thofe only which are the objecls of fight, bat

" thofe alfo which are many miles diflanr, more

" plainly even than fuch as are at our feer,

" as It is faid, and befote our eyes ; what avail

*' fo much affliciiion and difquTet ? To produce au-

'* thority for what I fay, ' The mind fees, and the

" mind hears,' fays the Sicilian *. A being fo

'' acute, and endued with fuch wonderful fwiftnefs,

'' that Homer, in order to exprefs the incredible

*^ velocity of one of the Gods, fays,

•* O "ZuiUiiir,^. V/hat author Is here meant I cannot

afcertain. If Julian himfelf had been the ipeaker, v.e

might i'uppofe him to refer either to Theocritus, (whom,

in Epiftle in. he ftyles o riKsAji^nj -CTOiijTr,;) or Diodorus Si-

culus. But Peritles could not, without a great ana-

chronifm, quote a bard, who was above two hundred years,

or an hiitorian, who was near five hundred years, iuble-

quent to hiraielf.

43
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*' As fome way-faring man, who wanders o'er

" In thought — *.

*^ Affifiecl by this, you may eafily difcern from

" Athens one wlio is in Ionia ; from the Gauls

'* thofe who are in Illyricum and Thrace ; and
*' him who is in the Gauls from Thrace or

" Illyricum. For, though plants, when removed
*•' from their native foil in an improper feafon,

" cannot be preferved, yet men, when they trayei

" from pLice to place, do not, in like manner,

*' foon decay, or change their difpohtion, or dc-

" viate from the right principles which they had

** previoufly imbibed. Therefore if we do not

*' love with more ardour, we certainly fhould not

*' abate in our benevolence. Luxury is attended

'* by lafcivioufnefs, but poverty by viituous love.

•' Thus we fliall be happier by the increafe of

" our mutual affection ; and fliall fee ourfelves

•' nxed, like ftatues in their niches, in the mind

*' of each other. Now I fliall behold Anaxagora-s,

'V and then Anaxagoras will behold me ; for no-

" thing prohibits our feeing each other; not the

"
fi efn and nerves, the face and form, or a bodily

*' rcprefentation, (though nothing perhaps will

" yrrevent even thefe appearing to our miinds), but

*' the virtue, the aftions, the difcourfes, the con-

*' verfations, the meetings that frequently oc-

" curred between us ; when we not unfkilfully

"^ 11. XV, 80. Pope, 86. Homer her6 compares the

flight of Juno, tVoivi Ida to Olyir.pus, to a n.an travelling

in idea.

•* joined
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joined in the praife of education, and juftice,

kfid of that underftanding which direcls all

things human and divine ; and alfo on civil

government, and laws, on virtuous conduct, and

ingenuous (ludies, we made fuch obfervations

as our memories, fuggefled. Refle<^ing on thefe

things, and ruminating on fuch reprefentations,

we fhall difregard the delufions of nightl}'

dreams ; nor will the fenfes, affecled by a bad

habit of body, prefent to the mind vain and

empty vifions. For, inftead of employing the

afliftance and miniilration of the fenfes, the

mind will meditate on thefe fubje^^s, and thus

inure iifelf to the contemplation and compre-

henfion of incorporeal objects. For by the

mind we affbciate even with the Almighty, and

are naturally enabled to behold and inveftigatc

things that efcape our fenfes, that are in place

far diilniit, and even things that have no place *.

And fuch a vlfion all whofe lives have rendered

thfm worthy of it, conceive ia their minds and

perfedly enjvoy,"

* Thus Shakefpsare :

The poet's eye, in a fine frepzy rolling,

Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to

heaven,

AnJ, as imagination bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen
Tunis them to fliape, and gives to airy nothing
A local habitation, and a name.

Midfummer Night's Dream, Ad V. Sc. I.

Pericles
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Pericles, being endued with true magnanimity^

and educated free in a free city, might folace him'-

felf with fuch fubhme meditations. But I, born

*' in thele degenerate day.s *," confole and beguile

my mind, and ali'wage the b'icternefs of my forrow,

by arguments more human ; thus endeavouring to

apply fome remedy to the many anxious and dlf-

treffing ideas which on that fubjeft perpetually

affiiil me; like a charm againrt: the bite of a wild

beail, deeply wounding my heart and vitals'. Of

all my affli(5i:ions this is the principal ; I am How

left alone, deprived of a {metre, fecial intercourfe,

and a:n unreferved communication. For I have

none remaining whom I can confult with eqaial

confidence. But cannot I eafily converfe with my

felf ? Or cannot fome other engage my thoughts,

and oblige me to regard and attend to fubjecls not

of my own choofing? Is not this fimilar to writing

on water, or boiling a flone, or invelligating the

traces of the flight of birds? Our converfmg on

fuch fubjecis none can hinder. And perhaps God

will fugged fomething better. For it is impoflible

that a man who gives himfelf up to the Almighty

{liould be entirely neglefled and deferted by him.

But God with his own arm. defends him, endues

him with ftrength, infplres him with courage,

indills into his mind what he fhould do, and deters

him from what he fliould forbear. A divine voice

* Oto« vvn /3§oT0i n<r\ 11. v. 304. All expreflion often quoted

by our author,

accom*»
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accompanied Socrates *, forbidding him. to do

" The notion of Socrntes having a lupernatural atten-

»l;'.nt, either an evilfpirit, as fomc of the Fathers imagined,

or a good one, as others have conceived, has been lately

difcuffed, in " ari F.^Tay on the Diemon oi" Divination ^of

*' Socrates," by, PV, Narts,, who n:>aintains-, *^ that the

" divinations of Socrates were perfedly analogous to thofs

'* in common ufe 'at' the time in wliich he lived ; but that

" he, from a ftrnpulous exaiflnefs in his exprelfions, (and
" probably alio wicii a defire to inculcate, as frequently

" as poffible, the notion of a conUantly active and fuper-

*' intending provrdence)- ehofe rather to- refer his divi«-

'• nation always tqk;3 p^iimry and original caufe, t;he

*' Gods, than to their fecondary and uuconfcious iaftru-

*' raents, the omerts by whioli'if \Vas ' conveyed. In con-

*' fequence of thefe. ideas-, ii'e."appropriated to the fubjeft

** an expreffion, which .firit, the.rnalice of his enemies, and
" iince the miilaken zeal'of Kis friends, have vvrefted to

'' his difadvantages as'if he had ptetfended ta a communi-
*' cation with fome attendant Daenion ; than which nothing
•* could be more remote from his ideas. It appears, in-

*' deed, that he conceived the particular figtial^ or omen,

'^ by which he was dire<fted, to be fgniething in a: manner
*' appropriated; or. at leaft more accurately obferved and

.*' attended to by him than by others. But ih'this there is

" nothing repugriant to the common notions of prophetic
*' warnings in his and every ag'^, nor in the leall; fubverfive

" of what has been here advanced. From this reprefen-

*' tation of the matter it will appear, that there is, iu

" the hiilory of this extraordinary man, nothing which.

" can countenance the vague and romantic notion of
*' attendant tutelar doemons ; nor anv thing which can
*' in the leaft invalidate our conceptions of his"flri6l~ in-

'* tegrity and open difpofition : a conclulion, which every
** lover of philofophy will doubtrefs entbracc with pleafure,

*' if the arguments and authorities which form the foun-;

*' dation of it be deemed of fufficient flrength.? The au-

thor fupports this ingenious-liypothefis by paflages to the

fame purpofe from Plato, Xenophon, and Plutarch.

If Julian had not been more a Greek than a Roman, h^
would have mentioned alfo, on this occafion, Numa and

his nymph Egeria,

Q what-
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whatever was improper. And Homer fays of

Achiiies, " His mind was infpired *," intimating,

ihat our thoughts are fiiggefted by God, when the

mind, by reflexion, converfes firfl with itfeif, and

then privately with God, without interruption; for

the mind requires not ears to learn, nor God a

voice to teach, what is necelTary, but, wiihout fen-

fation, a participation of the Almighty is given to

the mind. How, and in what mannetj I have not

leirurc now to examine ; but that this is efieded

there are fure and fairhful witnefTes, not fuch as

are igiioble, and to be clalTed with the Megarea-

fianSj but thofe who have had the firft reputation

in wifdom. Therefore, as we expe£l that God

will be for ever prefent with us, and ihat we fliall

again have a mutual intercourfe, the violence of

our affliction ought to abate. Even Ulylu-^?, who

fo much lamented his confinement in an ifland tor

I'even whole years, though I praife him for his

bravery on other occafions, I admire not for his

grief on this. For what availed his gazing on the

fea, and (bedding tears -j- 1 Not to be cejc^led and

difpirited by misfortunes, but to a<R: with intrepidity

in the midft of danger and deftru6tion, feems in-

deed more than can be expected from man. But it

* By Juno. 11. I. f^. Thus alio \' irg\\, Hu- mrvtem ^nix
<rc7i':tr:x pnlchfvrlma mijit. yEn. XII. 554.

f Odyff. V. 82. All on the lonely fhore he fat to weep.

And roU'd his eyes around the reftlefs deep ;

Tow'rd his h->v*d coaft he roll'd his eyes in vnin,
*

Till dimm'd witUfiiing grief, they ilrcam'd again.

Pope, 105.

is
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is unjuft topraife, ;ind not to imitate, the ancients,

or to think that God readily afTifled them *, but

will overlook thofe of this age whom he fees at-

tached to virtue, fince on that account he was

pleafed with them. It was not for perfonal beauty ;

or Nircus *' would have been more beloved by

him. Nor was it for flrength ; as the Lseflrygons f

and Cyclops % were greatly fuperior in flrength to

TJlyfles. Nor was it for riches; for then Troy

would have remained in fafety. But why fliould

we labour to inveftigate the reafon of the poet's

faying that Ulyfles was beloved by God §, when

we may hear it from himfelf ?

Becaufe, in every ufeful art refin'd.

His words were eloquent, and wife his mind
f[.

It is plain therefore, that, if we have thefe en-

dowments, the Almighty will not deny us his

fupport, but, according to the oracle given of

* II. II. 671. Nireus is here mentioned as the moft

beautiful of the Greeks, Achilles only excepted ; but his

name never occurs again ; for

— few his troops, and fmall his flrength in war.

It is remarkable, that Nireus is introduced by Euripides,

[Iphigenia in Aulis] as accompanying Ulyffes, though their

manners were unfuitable, and their dominions [Syma and

Ithaca] far diflant. In the vith book of Quintus Calatper,

Nircus falls by the fpear of Eurypylus. Wodhull.
t Odyir. X. 119, &c.

t Ibid. IX. 125, &c.

j

§ (~>(o^i?,-/i All (p»Ao? (btloved by Jupiter) in 11. xi. 419, 473.

[{
OdyfT. XIII. 332. [Minerva] by faying to Ulylles, that

Ifne would never overlook nor defeft him, " Becaufe, &c."

ifhevvs that of all we have, virtue only is efteemed by God
and divine. Flufarch, de audicndh Poetis.

Vol. [. £ old
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old to the Lacedaemonians, invoked, or. not in-*

vokedj God will be prefent with us.

Having thus fought confolation, I now return

to that circumftance, which, though at firfl: it

fcems trivial, is generally thought of no fmall

importance. Alexander is faid to have wiflied for

Homer, not as a friend indeed^ but as a herald,

j
as he was to Achilles, and Patroclus^ and the two

I
Ajaces, and Antilochus. But he, always defpifmg

I what he had, and coveting what he had not,

flighted his contemporaries, and was never fatisfied

C with what was granted him. If he had been in-

dulged with Homer, he would probably have re-

quefted the lyre of Apollo, on which he' played at

the nuptials of Peleus ^, thijjking it not a fidion

of the genius of Homer, but a true faft related

in vcrfe, like thefe.

Aurora now, fair daughter of the dawn.

Sprinkled with rofy light the dewy lawn
-f-.

And, The Sun arofe |.

And, CretCj a fruitful foil §i

* II. XXIV. 62. Jvind fays to the Gods,

To grace thofe nuptials, from the bright abode,

Yourlelves were prefent ; where this minftrel-god

(Well plcas'd to fliare the feaft) amid the choir.

Stood proud to hymn, and tune his youthful lyre. PopEi

This harmonious bariquet is alfo celebrated by Eu-
ripides, in one of the chorufles of his Iphigenia in

Aulis, Apollo is there introduced foretelling the gloiy of

Achilles.

•f
II. VIII. I, Pope.

X Oiiylf. III. I.

§ Ibid. XIX. 173, Fenton*

And
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1

And other fimilar pafTages of the poets, which

are plain and obvious, as feme of the objects

ilill remain, and feme of the fads are (till tranf-

acled.

But whether the excellence of his virtue, and

a wifdom, by no means inferior to his great fuper-

fiuity of worldly happinefs, inflamed his mind with

fuch ambition, that he coveted more than any one

clfe ; or whether the excefs of his valour and in-

trepidity tended to arrogance, and bordered on

oflentation ; raufl be left to the difcuffion of thofe

who would compofe his panegyric or fatire; if any

fhare of the latter can be thought his due. I, on

the contrary, always fatisfied with what is prefent,

and not in the lead defirous of what is abfent, con-

tentedly acquiefce in having mj merits proclaimed

by a herald who has been a fpe^tator and a fellow-

combatant with me in all *, but whofe judgement

partiality never biaiTes, nor prejudice perverts.

Sufficient is it for me to profefs my friendlhip ; in

other refpe£ts I fhall be more filent than ihofc who

arc initiated by Pythagoras |.

But here I muft advert to the general report,

namely, that you are going not only among the

lllyrians, but alfo to the Thracians, and thofe

* Salluft himfelf, no doubt, on whofe reprefeniation of

bis conduct Julian might indeed fafely rely,

+ The fcholars of this philofopher in their probation

were enjointd filence, and were only to hear; which time

was called Ixs/xt^&.'a. GeU. i. 9. Se* the Epiftle to The-
mifliuj, p. 21. note *.

E 2 Greeks
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Greeks who dwell near that Tea *. This, being

the place of my birth and education, has infpired

me with a great regard for thofe people, and their

country, and cities ; and an equal regard perhaps

they retain for me. To them, I am confident,

your arrival will be mofl: acceptable, and that they

will think it a happy exchange, as you have left

me here. By faying this, 1 mean not to infmu^te

that I wifli it ; on the contrary, if you could return

hither immediately, by the fame road, I lliould be

much more gratified. But as it muft happen, I

am confidering how to fupport it with firmnefs and

equanimity, while I congratulate them on feeing

you juft come from us. On your account, I re-

concile myfelf to the Gauls ; deeming you worthy

of being ranked among the firft of the Greeks, in

jullice and other virtues ; as being alfo an adept

in oratory, and far from a novice in philofophy, in

which the Greeks alone are perfeft ; invefligating

truth, as its nature requires, by reafon, and not

fuffering us to be deluded by Idle inventions, and'

incredible fables, like many of the Barbarians.

And now (to dilmifs you with aufpicious omens)

where-ever you go, may the benevolent God be

your guide, and Jupiter the friendly and hofpitablev

receive you, conducing you fafely by land, and,

if you embark, fmoothing the waves ! May you

be loved and honoured by all men; fo that they

may rejoice at your arrival, and lament at your

* The Proponris, which laves Conllantinople, where

Julian wns boru. It divides the Hellefpont and the Thra-

ciaa Bofphorus.

3 depar-
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departure ! Still retaining your affeftion for us,

may you never want the fociety of a friend equally

faithful ! May God alfo conciliate to you the favour

of the Emperor ; may he regulate every other cir-

cumftance to your complete fatisfa<^ion ; and grant

you a fafe and fpeedy return to your own country

and to us ! In thefe prayers for you I unite with

the good and virtuous. Let me add.

With health, with joy, to his lov'd native fhore

May the kind Gods my honour 'd friend reftore *l

The firft line is taken from ver, 401, and the fecond is

an alteration of iiornaxnx inver. 404, of OilyfT. xxiv. v\-ith

the addition of molt part of ver. 562 of OdylT. x.

Befides the warmth of afFeftion that breathes through

this whole compolition, feveral parts of it, efpecially the

conclufion, in the original, are poetical without being

turgid.

E 3 Julian
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Julian C^sar to the Emperor

constantius *.

"*''^' "IT^VER retaining one and the fame opinion, \

AIj have adhered to what I faithfully purpofed,

not lefs from principle than by the covenant of

treaties, as has evidently appeared in various in-

flances. As foon as I was created C^far, you ex-

pofed me to all the tumults and horrors of battle;

yet, contented with a delegated authority, like a

faithful apparitor, I filled your ears with frequent

accounts of fuccefles anfwerable to your wifties

;

never dwelling on my own dangers, though by

continual proofs it may appear, the Germans being

every where fcattered and difordered, that I was

always the firft in labours, but the lad in re-

frefhment.

* The Gallic legions being ordered by Conftantius to

march into the Eafl:, a tumult arofe (as Julian himfelf re-

lates more particularly in the fucceeding epiftle to the

Athenians); and from the fubordinate dignity of Caefar he
was exalted by the army to the fupreme rank of Auguftus,

This epilUe, written foon after that event, is preferved by
Ammianus.
He compofed, in his own name, and in that of the army,

a fpecious and moderate epiftle, which was delivered to

Pentadiiis, his mafter of the offices, and to his chamberlain

Eutheriiis ; two ambaflfadcrs, whom he appointed to receive

t ic ;:nfwer, and obfer.'e the difpofitions, of Conilantius.

GiEEoy.
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But, with your leave, I will inform you whether

any innovations have now been made, as you

imagine. The foldicrs, wafting their lives in many

and fevcre wars, without advantage, have formerly-

held confultarions, raging and impatient of a ruler

in the fecond place, being fenfible that no recom-

pence czn be m?.de them by the Coefar for their

daily fatigues and frequent vidories ; their re-

fentment has been appealed by no increafe of ho-

nours, not even by a year's pay now due, to which

this alfo has been unexpe^edly added; their beinp^

ordered to the rnoft diftant parts of theEaftern world,

men accuflomed to frozen climates were to be i'cpa-

rated from their wives and children, and were dragged

forth indigent and naked. Being therefore more bit-

terly enraged than ufual, aifembHng in the night,

they befieged the palace, exclaiming Julian Au-

gustus with loud and repeated cries, i trembled,

I confefs, and withdrew ; and while I could, fought

fafety by filence * and retirement. But no refpite

being allowed, guarded, as I may fay, by the free

fortrefs of my bread, I went forth and- prefented

myfelf to them, thinking that my authority or

mild words might allay the diflurbance. Their

fury was wonderful, and it went fo far, that, on

ray endeavouring by intreaties to conquer their ob-

flinacy, rufhing clofe up to me, they threatened

inftant death » At length fubdued, and conjec-

•* In the original, _yf/,'/7Jdf//^/7?. I prefer tlie cor,re>n;ion of

Gelenius, mujjatione.

E 4 til ring,
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turing *, that, when I was killed, another per^

haps would be declared prince, I aflented, thus

hoping to appcafe the tumult.

This is the fubflance of what has happened, which

I requefl: you to accept with complacence. And

think not that any thing is mifreprefented, or credit

the evil reports of the malicious, who are accuf-

tomed to promote the revolts of princes for their

own advantage ; but banifhing flattery, the nurfe

of vice, cultivate the mofi: excellent of all virtues,

juftice ; and receive with good faith the equitable

terms which I oITer, confidering them as beneficial

both to the Roman ftate and to us, who are allied

by confanguinity, and by the eminence of fuperior

rank. Thefe requefls, (excufe me") as they are found-

ed in reafon, I am lefs anxious for your granting

than for your approving and thinking them juft and

propCi". I am ready alfo with chearfulnefs to obey

your commands. What may be neceffary I will

reduce into a fliort compafs.

I will furnifh Spaniili horfes
-f-

for your chariots,

and fome Letian
J
youths, fprung from Barbarians on

^ In the oric'mal, Mccumque ipfc contejlans. In the margin

of the Royal MS. cotijcdans is written in the lame hand.
'

Valou.
The tranflator has adopted the latter.

•j- Zonaras fays the fame thin^g. And he adds, that

Julian infcribed his letter with the name of Ca^far, not

Auguftus, left Conftantius, offended at it, fliould imme-
diately difdain it : which Julian alfo confirms in his Epiftle

.to the Athenians. Ibid,

% The Leti, or Laeti, were fomc half-barbarians, who
dvvclt in the Gauls ; or (as our Ammianus fubjoias) els

JiKh'HUJii cJita hnrhcxroru'ti prco-cnics. Ibid,
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this fide the Rhine, or, at lead, from vaffals who

have revolted to us, to be incorporated wich your

provincials and targeteers. And thefe, as long as

I live, I proniife to llipply, not only with gratitude

but delight. PrEptorian pr^efefls, of diftinguilhed

equity and merit, fiiall be given us by your cle-

mency *. As for the other ufual magiflrates, and

the direflors of the war, it is proper that they

fhould be left to my nomination, and alfo the

guards. For, when they can previoufly be

learned, it is abfurd for the manners and tempers

of thofe who are ftationed by the Emperor's Mq
to be unknown to him. The following rule, with-

out the lead hefitation, I would eftabli fii : Gallic

recruits, jufl enlifted, (hould not be fent, either

voluntarily, or by force, to foreign and far diftant

countries, and oppreiTed with daily fatigues or vex-

atious accidents, left the youth Ihould be totally

exhauftcd, being afflicted with the recollection of

paft, and finking under impending, dangers. Nor
can it be proper to oppofe the Parthians with aux-r

iliaries drawn from hence, fince the barbaric fury

is not yet quelled, and (if you will permit me to

fpeak the truth) thefe provinces, harralTed by con-

tinual misfortunes, require external and powerful

aiTiftance. In giving this advice I ftudy, I am
convinced, the public good, requefting and intreat-

ing ; for I know, not to arrogate more than my
flation warrants, what embarraffed and delperate

* A term of idp^a^ like " majelly," &c.

arB.irg
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affairs have been retrieved by the agreement of

princes mutually complying with each other;

and the example of our anceftors will fliew, that

rulers, thinking in this and the like manner, have,

as it were, difcovered the method of living hap-

pily, and of endearing their memory to the lateil

times *.

* In this negociation Julian claimed no more than he

already poffelTed. The delegated authority v/hich he had
long exercifed over the provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Bri-

tain, was llill oheyed under a nan:ie more independent and
augufl. The foldiers and the people rejoiced in a revo-

lution, which was not ftained with blood. Florentius wa,s

a fugitive ; Lupicinus a prifoner. The perfons who were

difaffefted to the new government were difarmed and fe-

cured ; and the vacant offices v/ere diftributed according

to the recornmendation of merit, by a prince who defpifed

the intrigues of th^ palace, and the clamours of the foldiers.

Gibbon.
<' To this oHenfible epiflle he added," fays Ammianu?,

•* private letters, oljurgr.torias et mordaces^'' which the hif-

torian had not feen, and would not have publiftied. Per-

haps they never exifted. Ihid.

Thefe " flinging" letters, Znnaras fays, were not fent

l)y Julian at that time, but afterwards, when Leonas, who
had been ambafTador to Julian, returned unfuccefsful to Con-

ftantius. *' L^onas therefore, defpairing of being able to

*' execute any part of his commiffion, returned with the

" letters of Julian, in v/hich he impudently upbraided the

*' Emperor, as having been very criminal towards his re-

** lations, and threatened that he would revenge their in*

*' juries." Valois.

The ambafladors found Conftantius at Casfarea in Cappa-

docia. On reading the letters with which they were

charged, this prince flew into a dreadful paiTion ; and

viewing them with a look that feemed to threaten their

lives, he commanded them to withdraw, without condc-

fcending to give them any further audience, or to alk them

any queftions. He was very near quitting the Perfian war

to march diredly aguinil Julian. However, he only dif-

patchcd a Qu^ftor, named Leonas, to him, with a menacing

ietter, and recalled his principal officers. La Bleterie.

The
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The Emperor Julian to the Senate

AND People of Athens *.

THOUGH many a£lions have been performed ^- ^^

by your ancefiors, for which you, as well as

they, are juftly renowned, and though many

trophies have been ere61cd by all Greece in generaj,

and

* Julian wrote this epiflle foon after his being pro-

claimed Emperor in the Gauls ; and while he was marching

with his army againft Conflantius. For Libanias affirms,

that he then wrote letters to feveral cities of Greece, in

order to exculpate his affuming the empire to other na-,

tions. " He was fo much more folicitous," fays that

orator, in his Panegyric on the confulfliip of Julian, " to

*' exculpate himfelf than to gain a viftory, that, while he
*' was expofed to the greateft dangers, he apologifed for iirim-

*' felf by the Greeks, to all mankind, writing epiitles to

*' them, according to the feveral difpofiiions of each city,

** fome longer, and fome fliorter, as might fuit thofe to

^* whom they were addreffed."

This epiille therefore explains the motives of his con-

duiSl, and fully defcribes the patience with which he had

hitherto borne the repeated injuries and provocations of

Conflantius, and the great reluftance \w\th which, by the

concurrence of the army, he was exalted to the empire.

Indeed, of all the remains of that apollate, none feems to

me more worthy of publication and the perufal of the

learned, efpecially of thofe who ftudy hillory. For it ac-

curately relates that whole tranfaftion, throws light on
many parts of this fubjed traafmitted to us by Anmiianus
and others, and alfo contains feveral hiliorical fa£ts and
circumftances not to be found elfewhere. Tlic great regard

which Julian had for Athens and the Athenians, and the

reafons
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and by your city in particular, when fhe contended

fmgly either with the neighbouring ftates, or with

the Barbarians, none of her deeds are fo diftin-

guiftied, no a6ls of ^er heroifm fo illuftrious, as

not to be rivalled by the other cities. In fome,

they have co-operated with you ; others they

have performed unaided and alone. But left, by

mentioning particulars, I fhould feem to draw an

odious comparifon, or to give an invidious pre-

ference, in order to ferve my caufe, as is ufuai

with orators, who by faintly praifm^, really de-

reafons why he reforted thither, Gregory of Nazianzus de-

clares in his fecond oration riV-jr. Petau.
After having made himfelf matter of the pafs of the

Siicci, in his march againfl Conflantius, while Julian re-

lided at NailTus in Illyriciim, waiting for his troops, and
iraking new levies, he wrote to feveral cities of Greece,

among others to Athens, Lacedasmon, and Corinth, not

only to engage them in his intereft, but alfo to juftify his

procedings.

In particular, he made it a point of honour and religion

to take for judges the Athenians, fo celebrated in an-

tiquity for their love of jullice, by carrying his caufe to the

tribunal of Areopagus, where the Gods had formerly ap-

peared. Of all his manifeftoes we have only that which

was addrefled to them. It is an eloquent and perfectly well-

written piece. La Bleterie.

The moft authentic account of the education and adven-

tures of Julian is contained in this epiftle, or manifeflo.

It deferves the praifes of the Abbe de la Bleterie, and is

one of the beil: manifeiloes to be found in any language.

Gibbon.
His epillle to the Senate and people of Athens, feems to

have been dictated by an elegant enthiiliaim, which

prompted him to fubmit his anions and motives to the

degenerate Athenians of his own times, with the fame

humble deference, as if he had been pleading, in the days

of Ariliides, before the tribunal of the Areopagus. Ibid^

pireciate
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predate and decry the merit of their opponents,

this only I will fay of you, to which of all that tra-

dition has tranfmitted the other Greeks can pro

)

duce nothing parallel. You obtained the do-

minion over the LaccdamonianSj not by the force

of your arras, but by the fame of your juftice.

Ariftides * the Jufl: was formed by your laws. And

thefe proofs of your virtue, fplendid as they are,

you have confirmed by flill more fplendid h&s.

For in mere matters of opinion we are liable ta

miftake, nor is it unufual to find, among many

wicked men, one who is virtuous. Is not Deioces |

celebrated among the Medes, Abaris X fimong the

Hyperboreans, and Anacharfis § among the Scy-

thians; of whom it was remarkable, that, though

they lived in nations notorioufly unjull, they

neverthelefs cultivated juftice ? The two laft fin-

cerely ; the firit was prompted by intercft to dif-

* See his Life in Cornelius Nepos.

•f-
He determined with fo much prudence the differences

of the Medes, that he deferved to be chofen their king.

He built, according to H£rodotus, the city of Ecbatana,

and reigned forty years, from the year of the world 3358
to 3398. MORERI.

t A Scythian, who wrote Apollo's Northern Journey ia

verfe, oracles, predictions, &c. Jamblichus fays, he was a
Icholar of Pythagoras, which does not agree with what the

ancients affirm of Abaris being prior even to Solon. lilJ;

§ Another Scythian, contemporary with Solon, of whom
he learned philofophy at Athens.

He was the only philofopher of his nation, whence the

proverb, Anacharjis inter Scythas. At length he was killed by
his brotherthekingofScythia, for endeavouring to introduce

the Athenian laws. See Diogenes Laertiu?, in his life, /. i.

femble
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femble it. But it is difficult to produce a whole

city arid nation, who pra£life juftice, both in word

and deed, except ydurfelves. Of many inftances

that have occurred among you It may be fufficient

to mention one. When Themiftocles *, after the

Perfian war, had formed a plan of privately fetting

fire to the naval drfenals of the Greeks, and dared

not publickly to propofe itj but faid, he v^ould

communicate the fecret to any one 'Vyhom the

people by their fuffrages would elefl, they

named Ariftides. He, on hearing the prbpofal.

Concealed the particulars, and only informed

the people, that " nothing could be more advan-

•* tageous, but at the fame time more unjufl;, thari

*' the advice of Themiftocles." Upon which, the

city immediately difclaimed and declined it ; jt

fignal inflanCe of magnanimity, and highly be-

coming a people educated under the eye of the

wifeft Goddefs!

If thefe things happened among you in ancient

times, and a fmall fpark, as it were, of the virtue

bf your anccftors has ever fmce been preferved,

you ought, when you hear of any great a£lion, to

confider, not the ^urprifmg Angularity of it, like

that of a man walking with as much ftrength and

agility as if he had wings, but whether its motives

were jufl: and right. And if fo, both in public

and private it will receive your dcferved applaufe;

if not, it will vvith reafon be difregarded and con-

demned* Nothing is lb nearly allied to wifdom as

^ See his Life in Plutarch.

n judice.
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judice. Thofe therefore who defpife it you fliould

banifli as profaners of ybur Goddefs. Though you

are not flrangers to my alTairs, this is the occafion

of my prefent addrefs. If any thing fliould chance

to have efcaped your knowledge (and fome par-

ticulars probably may, even of thofe in which you

all are interefled), it may thus be communicated

to you, and by you to the other Greeks. And let

me not be charged with trifling, if I endeavour to

comprife in my difcourfe thofe fcenes which hirt

lately been prefented to the eyes of all men, as

well as former tranfadions, as I wifli to have every

thing that relates to me generally known. I will

begin with my anceflors.

That the family of ray father, and that of Con-

flantius, had the fame origin^ you need not be in-

formed. Our fathers were brothers, having the

fame father. How that moft humane Emperor

afted afterwards towards me, who was fo nearly

related to him, and how he unjuflly put to death

fix of his own and ray couiins, as well as my father,

his own uncle, together with another uncle of us

both, and alfo my elder brother *
; and after hav-

ing

* He fays, that '* fix coufins and two uncles" vvere flain

by Cbnftantius. The latter, I find in the hiftory of thole

times, were [Julius] Conilantius, the father of Julian, and
Dalmatius, both fons of [Conftantius] Chlorus, by Theo-
dora, the daughter-in-law of Maximian-Hercuiius, and
brothers of Conftantine. [See the *' Pedigree of Julian."]

But the hlllorians mention only " three" coulin-germans,

viz. Dahnatianus and Hannibalianus, the fons of Dalrna-

tilis, and Neporianus, the fon of Eutropia, the filler of

Coaftancine. The ethers were killed, foou after the de.ith

ox
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ing intended to deftroy me * and another brother -f,

changed our fentence Into banifliment, from which

he afterwards releafed me, but deprived him, jufl

before he was killed, of the name of Casfar ; all

thefe dreadful tragical events why fliculd I relate ?

efpeclally, as he is. faid to have repented, and to

have been much afflifted, attributing to them his

want of children, and alfo his ill fuccefs in the

of Conftantine, by a confpiracy of the foldiers, Nepotr-

anus was llain after the death of Conftans, not, however,

by Conftantius, but by the tyrant Magnentius. So fay

Socrates, Zofimus, Eiitropius, and Vi£ior. I read there-

fore of but " two" coufins flain by Conftantkia. The reft

let the diligent and learned inveftigate. Petau.

* We leain, from this paflage, \vhat is mentioned, as I

recollect, by no other writer, that JuUan had, befides Galhis

C^far, another, and that an elder brother, whom he here

plainly diftinguifhes from Gallus, and mentions to have

been killed, before Galhis was Cn^far, by Conftantius.

Who he was, or what was hrs name, 1 profefs myfelf to be

ignorant. But fo was Socrates. Ihld.

Julian here charges his coufin Conftantius with the whole

guilt of a maffacre, from which he himfelf fo narrowly

efcaped. His affertion is confirmed by Athanafms, who,

for reafons of a very different nature, was not lefs an enemy
to Gonftantius. (torn. i. p. 856.) Zofimus joins in the

fame accufation. But the three abbreviators, Eutropius

and the Virtois, ufe very qualifying expreffions, ''• fmaite

*' potius iiuanijuhcnte j" " inccrtum quo fuiifore,^' " 'vi jniliuim^*

Gibbon.

f Socrates (III. i.) fays, that " Gallus was fuftered to

** live, becaufe, on account of his weak conftitution, it was
*' thought that he could not live long ; and Julian, becaufe
*' he was only eight years old.*' But in this, Socrates is

not quite accurate. For Julian was not " eight, "^ but only

*' five" years old ; as he died in the 31ft year of his age, in

that of our Lcrd 363. But Conftaiuinc died in 337.

Petau,

Perfian
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Perfian \var *. Sucli^rliftpurs, at leaft, were circu-

lated among the courtiers, in the hearing of ine

and my hue brother Coefar G^alliis, for lo he was

then ^ftyled. , Having put him alfo to death, in

defiance of' all laws, he neither fuffcred him to be

entombed with his anpeftors, nor his memory to be

honoured. Biit, as I fald before, we were in-

formed and convinced, that fome of ihefe ciimes

originated from mifapprchenfion and mifinfor-

mation, and others from the overbearing infolence

and cdmpulfion of a. turbulent and mutinous army.

SucH reports often reached us in cur confinement

in a certain Cappa'docTah farm -'p, to which no one

was allowed accefs:' there we were both placed ;

my brothei", recalled from exile ; and I, almoft a

child, rerapved from Tchool. Why Ihould I men-

tion thofe Tix year§
"I,

in which we weng, educated

in a k'iud'oF foreign country, and as {iriifLly guard-

ed as if we had been in Peifia, no firanger, nor

* Ip the, -reign of Conftantius, Sapor vanquiflied the

Romaas in-r}i:i£ battles, invaded Mefopotarnia, took Amida,

Singara,_&tVi:
, .; . .. -;•: ;;.-.,

t^mmianjis (xv. 2,), relates, tbat.f Juli^nwas acpufed of
" going from the farm, of Macellum, in Cappadocia, inity

" Alia, far the lake. of-,liberal'. lludie-, and, in his , way
" through Cionftantinople, of feeing his brother." Thiiayirr-r,

or farm, be after^vards qajls aJr^x^ and thus the Latins term

z i^vni pojjljjio. Petau; —
Mr. Gibbon, in diiferent places, flyles this farn-. '* an

" ancient palace,"" a ftrong caftle,'" " the rehdence of
" the kings of CappAciooi;. :" " the fituation," he adds,
*' was pleafant, -the buildings ilately, the inclofures fpa.
*' cious." It v.as at the foot of Mount Argsus, not far

from Casfarea, tlie capital of t\it province.

X From 345 to 351.

Vol. 1 F anr
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any of our friends, being admitted to us ; where,

fecluded from all liberal (Indies, and debarred all

intercourfe with families of rank, we were forced

to affociate only with our domeflics ? From thence,

by the affiflance of the Gods, I was at length

happily releafed; but my brother was moft unfortu-

nately inveigled to court. If there was any thing

ruflic and uncivllifed in his deportment *, it was

owins to that mountainous education. He there-

fore who doomed us to it is juftly chargeable With

the blame. Thanks be to the Gods, philofophy

has punned me ; but this blefling was denied to

my brother. For after he had exchanged the

country for the court, and had been invefted with

the purple, he immediately became an objeft of

envy ; nor did that envy ceafe, till, not contented

with dripping him of the purple, it had accom-

plished his deftruction. Yet though he might be

* This opinion of Julian concerning his brother is cx-

prefl'ed by Libanius, in his panegyric on the coniuhhip oi

Julian, p. 234* where he inentions fome letters, in which

he, a private man, admonifhed Gallus, then Carfar, of his

duty : " If his brother had attended to his letters, we
" ihould now have had two princes. For he who did

•' not reign dared to adraonifli him who did. But when
*' he, who might have alleged fomething in his own de-
** fence, had been pnt to death unheard, an inclination

** appeared of preferring fome charges againft the other,

'* as if he had killed him ; init that not being pracl:icable,

*' his life was ipared to be harrafled by fatiguing journeys,

*' thus fuflering, though innocent, the puniihment due ra

** guilt." The difpofition of Gallus is alfo mentioned by

N^zianzen, in his iiteliffut, I. " Though of a paffionate

" temper, he was iinaffededly pious," Petau.

deemed
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deemed unfit to govern, furely he was not un-

worthy to live. And even allowing the expedience

of depriving him of life, he fhoukl not have been

denied the ufual privilege of criminals, that of

being heard in his own defence. The law does

not forbid him who has the right of imprifoning

robbers to put them alfo to death ; deprived of

all their honours, and reduced from a princely to a

plebeian rank, it fays, that they fliall be executed

\vithout a trial. What if he could have produced

the perfons who impeached thefe traitors *• ? For

in fome of their letters that were fhewn him,

heaven knows wlaat Charges were contained ! Thus,

incenfed by an unbecoming weaknefs, he was rafhly

betrayed into paffioa. He did nothing, however,

that defcrved death ; but, you may fay, that it is

a rule univerfal, both among Greeks and Bar-

barians, that he who has received may revenge an

infult. True—yet Conflantius revenged it too fe-

verely. Bat he did nothing more than is ufual.

" It is ufual,*' he once faid, " for an enemy, when
*' enraged, to go any lengths.*' But to gratify an

* See in Ammianiis (xiv. i. 7.) a very ample detail of

the cruelties of Gallus. His brother Julian infinuatis

that a confpiracy had been formed agaimt him ; and Zo-

fimus names the perfons engaged in ic ; a minifter of con-

fiderable rank, ;md two obfcure agents, who were refolvcd

to make their fortunes. Gib eon.

Ju!ir.n perhaps here refers to the mafTiicre at Antioch or

the Imperial miniiiers, Doniitian und Montius, by the com-

mand of ClUis.

F 2 funuch,
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eunuch *,. his chamberiain
-f-,

and alio his'mafler-

cook, Conftantius facrificed to his mof]: inveterate

enemies J his coufm-german, the Cacfar, the huf-

band of his fifler §, the father of his niece, whofe

fifter

* Eufebius, who ruled the monarch and the palace wit.h

Tuch atfolute {"way, that Conftantius, according to tlie

ffartafiivl'df tin^'- impartial hiftorian, pofleffed foitie credit

^

with his haughty favourites -Jpud quem, (fiverl did dcheitt)

muha ConJ:a7itius potuit. Amm. xviii. 4.. , , Gib eon.

f A favourite eunuch, who, in the language of that age, was
ftyled X\\t prirpcfuzts, or prajfeft, of the facred bed-chamber.

His duty vvas to attend the Emperor in his hours of ftate,

or in thofe of amufement, and to perform about his perfon

all thofe menial fervices which can only deri\^e their fplen-

dot' from the influence of royaltVi tJnder. a -.prince who
defen'ed.to reignj the grer.t-chamberlain (for fueh. we ro_ay

call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic; but an art-

ful domeftic; who improves .ev6ry'occafion ofWmguarded

confidence, will infenfibly acquire -over a feeble mind that

afcendant which harfli wifdom and uncomplyiiig virtue cap

feldom obtain.' ' Il>id.

% The Emperor was eafily convinced that his own fafety

was incompatible with the lite of his coufin ; the fentence

of death was figned, difpatched, and executed; and the

nephew of Conftantine, with his hands tied behind his

back, was beheaded in prifon, like the vileft malefactor.

Ibid.

This event happened " near Pola in Illria," fiys Ara-

mianus, " where Cnfpus,the fon of Conftantine, was for-

*' merly killed." Near Flanona, or Flavona, in Dalmatin,

(not far from Pola) fay Socrates and Sozomen.

& Gallus had married Conftantia [rather Conftantina],

the daughter of Conftantine, and fifler of Conftantius.

Julian mentions his having a daughter by her; and alfo

that Conftantius had before married the fifler of Gallus.

Thefe two circumftances, related, as far as I know, by him

only, were before unknown. The firft of thcfe is deduced

from this paflage a little corrected. For a.li>.ph,; (" niece")

ftiould evidently have been written, inflead of ahx:;i6ii;

(*' nephew.")
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fiflcr he hiiTifelf had married, and who was con-

nefted to him by fo many domeftic ties. Me, not

without difficulty, he difmifTed, after removing me
to various places, and keeping me in confinement,

(cvQW months. And if fome God, to infure my
fafety, had not ingratiated me with his beautiful

and excellent wife, Eufsbia *, I could not have

efcaped his refcntment. Though the Gods will

atteil: that my brother, when he purfued thofe

raeafures, was never feen by me, even in a dream

;

for neither was I with him, nor did I vifit him,

nor was I in his neishbourhood. And when
fc>

(" nephew.") Gallus had the fame father as Julian ; his

mother was Galla, the fifter of Rufinus and Cerealis, whom
the Confulfliip, fiys Ammianus (l.'xiv.) had ennobled. Con-
flantius fcems to have married the daughter of this Galla

before Eviiebia, and I know not whether it was flie with

whom Conilantius celebrated his nuptials in the life-time,

and by the management, of 'his father, as related by
Eulebius, in his Life of Conftantine. That Conftantius

had more wives, is affirmed by Ammianus. And Vi6tor

fays, in his Epitome, " of his wives, of whom he had
*' many, he loved Eufebia molt." Eufebia is generally men-
tioned as the firll: ; and Fauftina [or Faufta] as the fecond

and laft, by whom he had a pofthumous daughter, Con-
ftantia, who was married to the Emperor Gratian. Petau.

* A woman of beauty and merit, v/ho, by the afcen-

dant fhe had gained over the mind of her huftand, counter-

balanced, in fome meafure, the powerful confpiracy of the

eunuchs. She was a native of Thelfalonica in Macedonia,

of a noble family, and the daughter, as well as filler, of

Confuls. Her marriage with the Emperor may be placed

in the year 352. In a divided age, the hiftorians of all

parties agree in her praifes. Gieeon.
Li cuhni7ie tarn celfo humana^ is her panegyric by Ammi-

an\:s. '• In fuch an exalted ftation not inhuman," gives aa

iraperfeft idea of it in Englifli.

F 3 I wrote
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I wrote to him, whicli was rddom, my letters were

fliort. I therefore gladly took refuge in the houfe

of my mother. Eor as to the eftate of my father,

of none of his poflefiions had I the lead fliare, no

land, nor a houfe, not a flave, the worthy CoU'

flantius having fcized all my paternal inheritance,

without giving me the mereft trifle. Having de-

fpoilcd Gall us of the effects of his mother, he

gave him a few of his father's.

Mod part, at leaf!:, if not the whole, of his

behaviour to mc, before he conferred on me that

molf refpedlable name ''', but in fad impofed

or> me a fevere and laborious flavery, you fhall

now hear. Having thus with great difficulty, and

beyond ray expectation, efcaped, and being hap-

pily flicltered under the roof of my mother, a

fycophant, from the neighbourhood of Sirmium -j",

falfely reported, that new commotions might be ex-,

pelted there. You have heard, no doubt, of

Africanus and Marinus ; nor can the name of

Felix have efcaped you, and what was their fate {.

As
* Of Cxfar.

f The capital of lllyricum, at prefent Sirmifch or Sir-

mick, a fmall town, almoll: ruined, in the Lower Hungary.

La Bi.etekie.

;J;
Ammianns (xv. 3.) mentions a drunken and trcafonable

entertainment at Sirmium, given by Africanus, governor of

the fecond Pannonia (A. D. 354), in confcquence of which,

fan the information of Gaudcntius, rhe lycophant here

meant, all the company were arrefled. Marinus, a tribune,

and the principal delinquent, ftabbed himlelf in a tavern,

on the road, at Aquileia. And the reft were put to the tor-

ture at Mil)n, and afterwards imprifoned. This, doubt-

Ipfs, is the incident to which Julian alludes. A perfon

named



,
EPISTLE TO THE ATHENIANS. 71

As foon as Conftantius received this intelligence,

and had alfo been afliired by Dynamius, another

informer from the Gauls, that Sylvanus '-> would

foon revolt againft him ; alarmed and terrified

he Tent for me, and after ordering me to retire for

a fliort time into Greece, he fuddenly recalled

me. He had never fcen me before, except once

in Cappadocia, and once in Italy, at the earned

intreaty of Eufebia, that I might be allured of

fafety. Yet I was fix months in the fame

city f with him, and he promifed to fee me again.

But that heaven- deiefted eunuch J, his trufly

chamberlain, was ignorantly and undeiignedly my
friend, by preventing my frequent accefs. Con-

ftaniius himlelf perhaps might not wifh to fee me ;

nevcrthclefs, all my misfortunes were owing to

that favourite, as he was apprehensive, that, if we

named Felix was made matter of the offices by Conftantius,

but rejeded by Julian. And there was another who was
Count of the fiicred lari^efles. But probably this Felix

was one of the riotous company abovementioned.
* For an account of this revolt fee a note in the fuc-

ceeding page.

Oaoi niTu T« N«Xa, xnt ly avru vo'Kcjj.oi «»at^i»y«o-9a». This I

cannot underftand. What follows is related more at large

by Aniniianus and Zofin.us. See alfo Orat. III. * on Ea-
»'febia." Petav,

Thefe words may be thus corrected ; O<^o* n'rn toi S-Xskvok

«t;Tii ro^j/iiov «v«^«»wa-3«». Zofimus mentions the fame Dyna-
mius at the end of 1. ii. But he is miRaken in afcribing to

him the death of Galb.is Ccefar ; as Dynamius calumniated

Sylvanus, not Galhis, Valois.
This correftiop is adopted by the tranflator.

f Alediolaaum, or Milan.

X Euiebius above-mentioned, whom Julian, when he was
Einperor, put to death.

F 4 fhculd



1Z. EPISTLE TO THE ATHENIANS.
fliould be acquainted, a frienddiip might enfue

;

and if my fidelity had been approved, I might have

^een invefled '.vith iome. place .oj truil.

As foon as I returned from Greece, the bl ,ired

Eufebia, by the eunuchs of. her houdiold, fliewed

XRC many acts of kindnefs^.^ ..And fopn after,.,ou,his

arrival, after terminating the war with Sylvanus *, I

^ In the furr.mer which preceded the elevation of Julian

(Sept. A. D. 355.) this general had been cholen to de-

liver Gaul fVoni the '
, rr^nny of the Barbarians ; but Syl-

vanus foon difcovered thn,. he had left his moft dangerous

enemies in the Imperial court. A dexterous informer,

countenanced by leveral of the principal miniflers, pro-

cured from him fome recommendatory letters ; and erafing

the whole of the contents, except the fignature, filled up
the vacant parchment with matters of high and trea-

fonable import. By the indull:ry and courage of his friends,

I
the fraud was, however, detected, and, in a great coun-

cil of the civil and military officers, held in the prefence of

the Emperor himfelf, the innocence,,of Sylvanus was pub-

lickly acknowledged. But the difcovery came too late ;

the report of the calumny, and the hnfty feizure of his

eilate, had already provoked the indignant chief to the re^

bellion of which Ke was fo unjuflly accufed. 'He affumed

the purple at his head-quarters of Cologne ; and his aftive

powers appeared to m.enace Italy with an invafion, and

Milan with a liege. In this emergency, Urficinus, a gev

neral of equal rank, regained, by an acl of treachery, the

favour which he liad loft by his emui,ent fervices in the E-ilt.

Exafperated, as he rriight fpecioufly allege, by injuries of

a ftmilar nature, he haftened, with a feV followers, to join

the ilandard, and t.o betray the confidence, of his ' toQ

credulous friend. After a reigu of only twenty-eight days,

Sylvanus v,as afTaffinated. The foldie;rs, who, without any

criminal intention, bad blindly followed the example of

their leader, i!"!imf;diately returned to their allegiance ; and

the flatterers of Conftantius celebrated the wifdom aad fe-

licity of the monarch v/ho had extinguiflied a civil war

without the hazard of a buttle. Gikbon.

was
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was allowed to go to court, induced by wh^t is

called a ThefTalian perfuafion upon force *. For

on my refoUuely declining all intercourfe with the

palace, the courtiers convening, as if theyhad been

in a barber's-fliop,- fliaved my chin, and throw-

ing over me a military mantle, transformed me,

as they thought, into a very ridiculous foldier.

For none of the finical ornaments of thofe wretches

were fnitable to my tafte. I walked about th?»re-

fore, not like them, flaring on every fide, and

with a haughty gait, but poring on the ground, as

I had been ti'tUgiit by my preceptor -j-. This was

at firll the fubject of their laughter, but foon aft^r

of their fufpicion, which at length gave place to

envy. Eut I mufl not omit, that I refided among

them, and th^t 1 did not difdain even to lodge

* This proverb, GirraXm-n rreiOxtccyxri) is alfo quoted by

Julian, in his firft Oration, and by Eunapius. But, as to

its origin, the colleftors of proverbs are filent. Petau. "^

Spanheim fuppofes i* to originate from the impolkircs,

perfidy, and magic of 'the Theflalians, which were alfo pro-

verbial. Oar EngHfli proverb, which is not unlike it,

*' Patience on force," has an addition, which may perhaps

afford a clue ;
" is a medicine for a mad horfe ;'' the in-

habitants of Theffilly being anciently famous for their

horfemaiifliip. netijctmyKV is upplied by Cicero to Casfar^

fid Att-c. IX. 13.

f Mardonius, an eunuch, mentioned afterwards mors
particularly in the Mifopogon.

Julian himfelf relates, with fome humour, the circum*

fiances of his own metamorphofis, his down-calt looks, an.4

his perplexity at being thus fuddenly tranfported into a new
world, where every ohjeft appeared llrange and holble.

GiBEOX.

with
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with thofe whom I knew to have been the afTaflins

of all my relations, and whom I had reafon to

fufpeft of meditating alfo my deftru£tion. What

floods of tears I fhed *, and what lamentations I

uttered, when, extending my hands towards your

citadel f, I intreated and implored Minerva to

protect her fervant, and not to deliver hira up

to his enemies, many of you, who were prefent,

can atteft ; and, above all, the Goddefs hcrfelf

knows, that I petitioned death of her at Athens in

preference to that journey. That the Goddefs did

not abandon me, nor deliver me up, the event has

ihewn. On the contrary, flie has every where

been my guide, and was conftantly with me,

* Libanius, in his panegyrical Oration on the confulfliip

of JuHan, p. 235, has taken this, and fome other paffages,

almoft in the fame words, from this Epiille. Petau.

f This was the temple of Minerva at Athens. The
Emperor afligned Athens for the place of his honorable

exile, which is implied in what Julian fays above of his

*' fliort retirement into Greece," He was fent thither in

INIay, 355, and there '* fpent fix months amidft the

*' groves of the Academy (as Mr. Gibbon exprefles it)

*' far from the tuanilt of arms, and the; treachery of

' courts, in a free intercourfe with the philofophers of

*' the age, who ftudied to cultivate the genius, to eur

' courage the vanity, and to inflame the devotion of their

*' royal pupil. Gregoi^ Nazianzen was his fellow-fludeut ;

*' and the fymptoms, which he fo tragically defcribes, of

** the future wickednefs of the apoftate, amount only to

** fome bodily imperfeftions, and to fome peculiarities in

*' his fpeech and manner. He protefts, however, that

** he then forefaw and foretold the calamities of the

* church and flate." St, Bafil was another of his fellow-

ftudents.

borrowing
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bonovving guardian-angels * from the Sun and

Moon f.

What follows may be alfo worth relating. On
my return to Milan, where I refided in one of the

fiiburbs, Eufcbia frequently fent me friendly niei-

fages, and urged me to write to her, on any fub-

jecl, with the utmofl con6dence. This induced me

to compofe this letter, or rather petition, with an

adjuration :
'* So may you have children and heirs,

" fo may God blels you with both, as you irvA

** me home | immediately § !" After this, 1 was

apprehenfive of not being a[)le to convey it {^I'ely

* Ji'Jian did not yield till the Gods had fij^niSed rhcir

ivill by repeated vifions and onieubi. fjis piety then forbade

him to reilft. Gibbon.
He here declares himrdf a Passat;, -vhich may leive to

correct the h:Uly aliertion ot Ammianiio, who fuppoles

Conllantinople to have been the place where he firir dil-

Qovered it, Hid.

•j- Julian, however, feems to have " borrov/ed'-' thefc

angels tVuiii theChrittian Scriptures, withuhich he was u-ell

acquainted. On the antj-ls of the Sun he delcants at large

in his ivth Oration ad Sokm Reg.'m, and they are alio men-

tioned by larKbiichuj, in his Life of Pythagoras, and by-

Proclns on the ad hook of Hefiod.

+ So he ftyles Aha Minor, where he had been educated,

§ Ju'.ian animated his army, not only by prefen.ts, but

bv conltantly fwearing by the in^portance of the entcrprize

in which tixcy '.vere eiigaged. " So may we fubdiic ilis

*' Perfians !" " So may we repair the flvittcred Roinun
" world !" As Trajan is reported frequently to have con-

firmed what he faid byfwearing, " So may I fee Dacia re-

*' duccd to a province!" " So may I mailer the Danubf
• and Eupbraies '.vith bridges !"_ and the like.

AMM I AN us.

int«l
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into the palace. And therefore I befought the

Gods to inform me by night whether I fhould fend

it to the Emprefs, or not. I'hey threatened me, if

I fent it, with the moft ignominious death. I

appeal to all the Gods for the truth of what I

affert. In obedience to them, I fupprelTed it. But

from that night I imbibed an idea which it may

not be improper to mention- *' Now," faid I to

myfelf, ** I undertake to oppofe the Gods, and

•* imagine that I can judge for myfelf better than

*' ihey who know all things. Human wifdom,

** confining its view to the prelent, may think

•' that it judges well, when, in fome inftanccs,

*• which rarely happen, it commits no miftake.

*' But no one deliberates on events that will hap-

** pen three hundred years hence, as that is ira-

** pofllble, or on occurrences that are long paft,

** that being needlefs; but only concerning obje£ls

" that are prefent, and of which the beginnings

*' and feeds, as it were, now exift. But the wif-

** dom of the Gods, obferving the mofl diilant

•* events, or rather all things, always directs what

** is right, and does what is befl. As they are no

** lefs the caufe of the prefent than of the future,

** mufl: they not necelTarlly be acquainted with the

*' prefent ?" Thus far then the laft advice feemed

to me much the mofi: prudent ; and viewing it in

the light of juflice, I added, *' Would you not be

" provoked at being defrauded of any part of your

*' property, or, on your requiring its attendance,

" if
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*' if any one of your d- meftici animals * (hoald

" abfcond ? And will ydii, who pretend to be a

** man, and that not of the common, vulgar herd;

•* but of the rational and temperate, defraud the

*' Gods of your fervice, and not fufFer them to di{i

** pofe of you as they pleafe ? Beware left you aft

i* not only fooliflily, but contcmptuoufly. with -ri^i

" gard to the divine laws. What occafiori ishere

" for fortitude ? The pretence is ridiculous." Will

" you then condefcend to cringe and flatter, ia

*' orddr to preferve yoUr life, iiiflead of removing

" every obftacle, and allowing the Gods toa<ft a$

*' they pleafe ; dividing your~follcitude for you^felf

" with them f, as vt^as the wifh of Socrates ; com-

*' mitting every thing to them, pofleffing arid

*'. uiurping nothing, but chearfully accepting

'* whatever they beftow r" Thinking thi^ advice

mod fafe and prudent, as it was fuggefled by the

Gods (for by avoiding prefcnt evils to expofe myfeif

to future dangers feemed the utmoit raflmefs), I

defifled and obeyed. Immediately I was honour-ed

with the title, and invefted with the robe i, of

Csfar.

* In the original, xav tTTroj, y.x> tt^o^xtov, K«y ^ot^iovj (** i
*' horle, a fheep, or a heifer.")

j- AuXou.tiov -TT^o; ayra; [raj ©£Bj] .T*)» iViueXetxv T»i? ta.vrn.

This language Julian perhaps rather learned from Chrif-

tianity : Ua-ccv rtin p.£=i/L<.»av vi^uv eTrt^gi-ii/avTi; iir a,vrot \rov ©io»J

x. T. \. Cojtmg all your care upon hi)n^ &c. i Peter, v. 7.

X Ammianus, xv. 8. " Saying this, he thus accofts Julian,
*' foon after he had been arrayed with the purple, and de-
** dared Ccefar, to the great joy of the army, but fome-
*' what dejected, and with his brovrcontradted." He means

there-
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C^far. Of this flavery was the confequence, and

every day, how great, O Hercules, was my ap-

prehenfion, how imminent my danger ! Barred gates,

guards, fervanis fearched, left they fliould convey

letters from my friends, and a ftrange houfliold ! I

was with diiticuhy allowed to bring with me to court,

as my perfonal attendants, four domeflics, two of

whom were boys; and of the two others one only,

my librarian *, from confcientious motives, was pri-

vately, to the utmofl of his power, my afliftant.

The other, who of my many friends and com-

j)anions alone was faithful, was my phyfician f.

J*^ot Uein^ known to be alfo ray friend, he was

therefore the purple which was common both to the Cxfar

and the Auguftus. Petau,
After the inveftiture of the Csefar had been performed,

the two princes returned to the palace in the fame chariot ;

and during the (low proceffion, Julian repeated to himfelf

o \erfe cf his favourite Homer, which he might' equally

apply to his fortune and to his fears;, . . .;

the ^/^rjft/f hand of death

Clos'd i;is dim eyes, and fate fiipprefs'd his breath.

Pope, 108.

The word " purple,'* which Homer had ufed as a vague

but common epithet for death, was applied by Julian to

exprels, very aptly, the nature and objeft of his own appre-

henfioas. Gibeov.
* Euemerus. He was employed in the care of a va-

luable colleclion of books, the gift of the Emprefs, who
ftudied the inclinations, as well as the intercft, of her friend.

f Oribafius. See the firft note on EpilHe XVIT. which

is addrefled to him in confidence. The elogium of *' fin-

*' gular fidelity" is applied by the Latin tranflator to the

librarian. The original, 1 think, warrants my applying

it, as is luore probable, to the phyfician.

my
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my fellow-traveller. Such were my fears and ap-

prehenfions, that the vifirs which were oiFered me

by many of my fnends, whom I much wiihed to

fee, I chofe to decline, left I (hould involve them

in my misfortunes *. But this, though connefted

with my fubject, is rather foreign to it.

With three hundred and fixty foldicrs Conftan-

tlus fent me into Gaul, which was then in confuiion,

in the middle of winter +, not fo much to command

his armies there, as to be fubordinate to his

generals. For they had exprefs orders to be as

much on their guard againft me as againft the

enemy, left I ftiould attempt any innovations.

Every thing being thus fettled, about the fummer

folftice ^ he allowed me to join the army, bearing

his

* Julian reprefents, in the moft pathetic terms, the dif-

trefs ot his new fituation. The provifion of his ti\b!e ivas,

however, (o elegant and fumptuous, that the young phi-

loibplur rejected it with difdain. Amm. xvi. c,. Gibeok*

f Libaniui, in his panegyric on the confulfliip of Julian,

H'.ys the fame, viz. that " lefs than four hundred foldiers

*' were given him, in the depth of winter;" and what fol-

lows he has tranicribed, as has before been obferved, from

this Epiitle. Ammianus (xv. 8.) favs, that " Julian was
** declared Ccefar on the 6th of Nuvembjr [355]; foon after

" Helena was given jiim in marriage ; and on De-
*' cember i, he fet out for Gaul." MaroelKis and Salluil

were fent with him, and to tliem all the management of

the province and of the war was entruiled, lefc Julian

ftiould attempt any innovations. Petav.

1 1 cannot ;\gree v. ith the learned [Latin] tranflator, who,

for " fummer," affirms we fliould read " winter folftice,"

Tor this pafihge is not to be understood of that year, towards

the end of v, hich Julian was fent into the Gauls ; but of

the fubfequcnt year, v/hen he entered 015 his firil confulQiip

with
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his robe and image. For he had both faid and

\^fitt^n, that " he did not mean to give the Gauls
'^*

ti king, but one who (hould exhibit to them his

''^'drefs * and image.''

'^^' The firfl campaign, as you have heard, having

been ill- condudted -j^, and no advantage gained, at

mj'^ return into winter-quarte'rS, I Avas expofed to

the utmofl danger. For I had not the power of

affembling the troops ; this vva'i entruded to ano-

ther, and a few only were quartered with me. My
aiffiftattce being requeued by the neighbouring

^oWns, aflrer fending them itioft of my forces, I

•wmtb':.Conftaiitiiis ; which was the year of Chrill 35.6, At
the fummer folilice the Gallic foldiers ul'ed to let out on

expeditions. Valois.
•^^ "Zy.r^ci, not 6pi':,i^a ('* carriage") the common reading.

'

'
'

.
ib'{^'

f Jnlian was made Ctefar in the cbnfulfliip
.
of Arbetio

and Lolliai], A. D. 35^. Towards the end of that year,

[as above riientioned], he was lent into Gaul, and wintered

at Vienne, where he entered on his firfl confulfliip, with

Conilantius (the 8th time) for his collegue, at the be-

ginning of the year 356, which was the firft year of his

Gallic government. This campaign, Juhan complains,

was unfuccefsful, and that no advantages were gained. But

if we refer to Ammianus, we Ihall lind thatlefs indeed than

accorded with the inclination and "impetuofity of Julian,

yet much, neverthelefs, was done againft the Barbarians.

While he was at Vienne, hearing that the Germans were

making incurfions in order to ravage Gaul, and had

with difficulty been repulled at Auguuodunum [Autun] he

determined to purfue them. After defeating and dilper-

fmg them, he recovered Colonia Agrippina [Cologne].

And he fo terrified the kings of the Franks, that he com-

pelled them to make peace. '< Rejoicing" (adds Ammi-
anus) *' at thefe firfl fruits of conqueft, he went into

*' winter-quarters at Treves, a then convenient town of

5
«' the

1
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had fcarce any left "*. So affairs were circura-

ftanced. But the general in chief f, having in-

.;ri.

*Vlthe Senones." I fofpeft therefore that Julian wrote
[ouj x«Hw; $1, ui cckyikoxIb, [" not] ill condui^tcd, as you have
*' heard ;") and, foon after. •r^a;^0£vro? [Tt»oi] a-irn^xit^ (" and
** [fome] advantage gained.") But wintering at Sens, with

a few foldiers, the enemy aflenibled on a fudden, and be-

fieged the town ; and Marcellus, mafter-gencral of the

cavalry, who commanded in the next cantonment, neg!e6led

and refufed to alTift him. Yet in twenty days the Barba-

rians raifed the fiege, and retired. This we colle6t from

Ammianus xvi. 4. Petau.
Ammianus appears much better fatisfied with the fuccefs

of this firft campaign than Julian himfelf ; who veiy frankly

owns that he did nothing of coniequence, and that he fled

before the enemy. Gibbon.

*• In the original, uvloi a,v('Ka<pGt)> ^ovoj, " I was left

*' alone."

•j- As foon as Conftantius heard how perfidioufly Mar-
cellus had afted at Sens, " abfolving him from his military

*^ oath" (thefe are the words of Ammianus) " he ordered
** him to retire to his own houfe ; arid he, as if he had Been
" giievo-ully injured, plotted fomething againlt Julian,

" trulling that the ears of Auguftus would be open to every
*' charge." But the eunuch Eutherius, the moft faithful prae-

fe(ft of his chamber, being dilpatched by Julian, refuted this

calumny. This Marcellus was a native of Serdica, whither,

when he was difplaced, he retired. So fays Ammianus, as I

have correfted him. The common reading is neither perledr,

nor conveys that fenie. For, after a long digreffion, arifing'

from the eunuch Eutherius, en the wirkednefs of the

eunuchs, Arnmianus, returning to Marcellus, exprefles

hi5rifelf thus •: A^a/^iT redcam uiide di'verii. Svperato^ut d:Jii\

Matreilo^ everfa^ue Serdica, n/ide oriebatur, &:c. Read revsr-

foque ^ef^icam. Petau.
The.fon of- this Marcellus afpiring to the empire was

put to death by Julian in ^61. Libanius fpcaks rather

more advantageoufly of the military talents of MarcelWjs.

And Julian intimates [above] that he v.'ould not fo eafily

have been recalled, unlefi he had given other reafons of

cffence to. the court. Gibbox,

Vol. I. G curred
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curred the difpleafure of the Emperor, was fuper-

feded and difmiiTed, for inability ; and, becaufeJ

had afted with clemency and moderation, my

talents and abilities were not deemed equal to the

command. For I thought it by no means right to

flruggle with my yoke, or officioufly to affurae the

general *, by obtruding my advice, imlefs when

I faw fomething hazardous attempted, that I thought

fiiould have been omitted, or negledted, that fhould

have been done. But having more than once re-

ceived feme [im]proper | treatment, I determined

for the future to be filent, and contented myfelf

with the pageantry of the robe and image. For to

that I thought I had a right.

Conftantius imagining that the Gallic affairs

would foon wear a better afpefl, not indeed that the

alteration would be fo great, gave me the command

of the armies J in the beginning of fpring. As-

foon

t Ka9*ixoirw? (" properly") in the original. Oy(" not'^)

feems neceffary to be prefixed, implying, that he after-

wards was quiet, becaufe he had once - or twice been

treated ill. Petau.

X When Julian was appointed general, and what was

the nature of his commiiTion, deferves enquiiy. He him-

felf fays, that it happened after Marcellus was difmifled,

and fent to Serdica. But he aHb mentions, that, after he

obtained this command, he rebuilt Colonia Agrippina

(Colugne) and another town, Tabernae, with Tome other

towns of Gaul, to the number of forty-five, recoverfid-

from the Barbarians. Very different is the account given

hy Ammianus. For he affirms, that Julian recovered Co-
Ionia before the end of the fiift year of his being in Gaul,

that i6,'in the eoftfulfliip of Conftantius (the &ilvfim€)-and

Julian,
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foon as the corn was ripe, I took the field, many

of the Germans dwelling fecurely near the towns

that they had deftroyed in the Gauls. There were

forty-
4

Julian, of our Lord 356, before Marccllus was coir-

iniffioned by Conftantius, which happened towards the end

of the fame, or the commencement of the enfuing, year.

Marcellus was fucceeded by Severus, a man well verfed in

the art of war, good-natured, and unaiTuming 5 at the ac-

quilition of whom Julian exprelTed much pleafure, and

declared " that he would obey his able diredlions," (fays

Ammianus) " as a foldier Ihould an [obliging] leader."

The fenfe requires ?norigerus. Barbatio alfo was lent with

him, who was to attack the Barbarians in another quarter

with twenty-five thoufand men. He was mafter-general of

the foot, and Severus of the horfe, as Ammianus informs

us, 1. XVI. But if \\c compare the words of Julian with

the hiftory of Ammianus, we ihall find, that the command
of the army was given him in the fecond year of his being

in the Gauls, viz. A. D. 357, when he engaged the Ale-

manni and king Cnodomar," after the corn was ripe/' For

in that year he atSted as general, at leaf!:, of that army
which Severus had commanded. And fo far was Barba-

tio, who commanded the other, from obeying him, that

he neglec'led and refufed to affift him, when he' was in:

danger. Therefore his faying, " he gave me the command
*' of the armies," I do not think true of them all. Nor
fliould it be omitted, that, even in the firft year, when Mar-
cellus was ftill in Gaul, the Ciefar Julian was not fo ob-

noxiouis to the generals as not to be entrufted with fome
command. For Ammianus relates (xvi.) that, iii that

year, which was 356 of Chrift, when Julian went to Rheims,
*' he ordered the army to be collected in one body," in

order to difguife his force ; " which army was then com-
*' manded by Marcellus, the fucceffor of Urficinus ;" and
alfo that Urficinus himfelf was ordered to wait in the fame
place the event of that expedition. But though he hed.

the title of governing the province, and managing the war,

yet the ma fters -general of the forces, as Conftantius had
ordered, did not implicitly obey him, but in general, v/ere

refractory. Add, that Julian here oratorically deprefles

G 2 hi»



EPISTLE TO THE ATHENIANS.

forty-five fuch towns that were difmantled *, be-

fides villages and fmaller fortifications. The Bar-

barians then poflelTed all the territory on this fide

of the Rhine, from its fources to the ocean. Thofe

who were the nearefi; to us were three hundred

fladia
-f-

diftant from its banks. A di(lri(^ thrice

as extenfive was left a defert by their devaftations,

where the Gauls could not pafture their cattle.

Some towns were alio deferted by their inhabitants,

though the Barbarians had not yet approached

them. Finding Gaul thus diilreffed, I recovered

the city of Agrippina [Cologne] on the Rhine,

which had been taken about ten months before,

and alfo the neighbouring caftle of Argentoratum

[StrafburghJ near the foot of Vofegus
J

; and we

his fituation below the truth, as if he had then no other

cmpUiyment than carrying about the Imperial image.

Zofimus lays, (1. iii.) that " Conflantius permitted Julian,

** at his departiire, to regulate the Gauls as he fliould

** think expedient. "^ This Conftantius feems to have done

openly ; but privately he ordered his prafefts to watch

all his words and aftions, and fometimes to obey perverlely.

See the Oration of Libanius on the confulfliip of Julian.

Petau.

^ /^ Zofimus (1. III.) fays, that " forty towns in Gaul,
-*^ which the Barbarians had deftroyed, were rebuilt by
" Julian." And he alfo mentions, how much they had over-

run Gaul. Libanius enumerates as many as Julian, taking

.all that hiftory from this Epiftle. JiiJ.

J Near forty miles.

I One of the principal mountains in Gaul, now Mount
"Vauge, n-hich feparates Burgundy from Lorrain, and alfo

.divides Lorrain from Alface, ftretching towards the north.

"It gives rife to the rivers M:.iefe,Mofelle, and Sar.

Cluvier.

7 fought
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fought not inglorionfly *. Of this battle, no

doubt, you have heard -f. The Gods then giving

me the cdptlve king of the enemy {, I did not

envy Conflantius the glory of the a^^lion. Though

I was not allowed to triumph, I had it in my
power to have flain my enemy, nor could I have

been prevented leading him through Gaul, ex-

pofing him in the towns, and thus infuUing the

misfortunes of Cnodomar. None of thefe mealures,

however, I approved, but immediately fent him to

<3lonfl:anrius, who was then jufl returned from the

Quadian and Sarmatian war §. While I was fight-

ing, he was travelling alone, and holding an ami-

* Kai ti/.cc^f(7izf^-/iii tf*-.' cc-'iAiu;. The very words of Horace,

on a different and lefs glorious warfare, 1. in. ode 26,.

£{ ?n!litavi non fine glor'u

»

\ JuHan himfelf fpeaks of the battle of Strafburgh with

ihe modeiiy of confcious merit. Zofimus compares it with

the viftory of Alexander over Darius ; and yet we arc at a

lofs to difcover any of rhofe firokes of military genius '.vhi.ch

fix the attention of ages on the conduci and Juccsis of a

fingle day. Gibeox.

\ Meaning Cnodomar, who, in his flight, falling from

his horfe into a morafs, and being -taken prifoner, was fent

to Conftantiiis. vSee Amraianns (I. xvi. 12.) " Six thoufand
*' of the Germans," he fays, " were killed in this battle,

*' befides thofe that were drowned, and only two hundred
•*' and forty-three of the Romans." Petai'.

§ The events of this war are related by Ammianu?,
(XVI. 10. xvji. 12, 13. XIX. n.) The Qnad!, a fierce

and powerful nation, were reduced to fue for peace; and the

Sarmatian exiles, who had been expelled from the country

by the rebellion of their flaves, were reinlhucd. Con-
uantius, after this fuccefs, received the name of Sar-

maticu?. GiBDON..

G
3
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cable intercourfe with the nations that border on

the Danube. Yet not I, but he, triumphed *.

Another year fueceeded, and a third, in v/hich

all the Barbarians were driven out of Gaul,

moft of the towns were rebuilt, and many loaded

reffels arrived from Britain. Having collefted a

fleet of fix hundred Ihips
-f-,

four hundred of

which I had caufed to be built in lefs than ten

months, I brought them all into the Rhine ; no

eafy tafK, on account of the irruptions and neigh-

bourhood of the Barbarians. This had feeraed fo

* Cnnftantlus, though he was forty days journey diilant,

arrogated to himlelf the gIor\- of this vidory, defcribing

the battle, as if he had been prefent, in letters crowned with

laurel, which he fent to the provinces, and never mentioning

the name of Julian. Ammianus.

+ Zofimus reckons eight hundred, v/hich, he fays, were

built of materials found on the banks of the Rhfne ; that

they might fail to Britain, and bring back corn and pro-

vifions to fupply the garrifons. I know not that Ammi-
anus mentions fo many fliips being built. He fays, indeed,

in his xviiith book, that Julian fortified the towns that

had been deftroyed by the BarbarFans, and built granaries

in the room of thofe which were burnt, where the provi-

lions accuftomed to be brought from Britain might be

lodged. Petau.
If we compute the fix hundred corn-fiiips at only

feventy tons each, they were capable of exporting a hun-

dred and twenty thoufand quarters (fee Arbuthnot's
" Weights and Meafures") ; and the country, which could

bear fo large an exportation, muft already have attained an

improved llate of ngricuiture. Thefe barks were framed in

the forelT: of the Ardennes. Gibbon.
Some of thefe veliels, as appears from Ammimus, muft

have been freighted with proviflons, as well as with corn,

which would reduce the quantity of the latter.

imprac-
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impra^licable to Florentius *, that he had agreed

to give two thoufand pounds weight of filver f to

permit a free paffage. ConftantiuSj on being in-

formed of this (for they correfponded concerning

this propofed prefent), exprefsly ordered me to

agree to it, unlefs I thought it abfolutely difgrace-

ful, But how could I poffibly think otherwifc,

when it feemed fo to Conflantius himfelf, though

he was always very obfequious to the Barbarians ?

No payment therefore was made ; but marching

againft them, the Gods being prefent and prcv

pitious, I furprifed part of the Salians |, I reduced

the Chamavians J, and took great numbers of

cattle,

* Praetorian Praefect of Gaul, an effeminate tyrant, a

crafty and corrupt flatefman, incapable of pity or re-

morfe. Gibbon.
j- Five aurei (fomevvhat more than eleven lliillings each)

were the legal tender for a pound of filver. Greaves.
Confequently two thoufand pounds of filver would

amount to 5500I. fterliug.

X Ammianus (xvii. 8.) relates, that, in the year when
Datianus and Cerealis were confiils, Julian un<dertook an
expedition againft the Salian Franks, who had formerly

fettled near Toxandiia [from the neighl^ourhood of

Tongres to :he conflux of the Yahal and the Rhine] v/bom,

lerritied at his fudden approach, he forced to furrender.

Afterwards, he fubdued the Chamavians [a people near

Muniter]. Treating the Salians with lenity, he marched
againft the Quadi, whom, on account of their notorious

robberies, he juftly deftroyed. And then happened that

remarkable ftory of the king of the Chamavians, which is

related by Eunapius, and more briefly by Zolimus. Petau.
See it r.lfo in the Abbe de la Bleterie's Fie de Julien^

p. 82 — 4. and in Mr. Gibbon's Roman Hiftory, 11. p.

171.

G 4 Thie
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cattle, with many women and children. This ir-

rupiion lb much alarmed the Barbarians, th t

hodages were immediately fent me, and the free

importation of corn was fecured.

To relate every circumftance would be tedious.

In fliort, thrice, while I was Caefar *, J paiTed the

This difference of treatment confirms the opinion, th^t

the Salian Franks were permitted to retain the fcttleiiients

in Toxandria. Gibbon.
It is pretended, that the name of Toxandria is fliil pre-

ferved in a village, in the territory of Liege, called Tef-

fender-lco. La Bleterie.

•" In the years 356, i^S, and 359. Aramianus treats elo-

quently of the two latter. The firll he does not mention j

but it may be inferred from what he fays in his xvith

book, where, relating the actions of the year 357, he fays,

that what chiefly induced Julian to give battle to the

Germans and Cnodomar was, that " in the year juil

*' ended, the Romans making large incurllons beyond the

*' Rhine, no one appeared in defence of his own home,
*' nor ilood his ground; but the Barbarians, removing to

" a diftance, fubfifted with difficulty, blockading all the
*' roads with trunks of trees, during the inclemency of

" winter." Which words mean, that Julian made war on

the Germans beyond the Rhine in the j^ear above-men-

tioned, and therefore at the approach of winter. And
this happened at the time when he recovered Agrippina

[Cologne]. Petau.
It was not enough for Julian to have delivered the pro-

vinces of Gaul from the Barbarians of Germany. He af-

pired to emulate the glory of the firll: and moft ilhiflrions

of the Emperors ; after whofe example, he compofed his

own Commentaries of the Gallic war. C'^efar has related,

with conlcious pride, the manner in which he twice pafled

the Rhine. Julian could boall, that, before he aHumed
the title of Augullus, he had carried the Roman eagles

beyond that great river in three fucceisfui expeditions.

Gibbon.

Rhine.
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Khine. Twenty thoufand captives * I refcued from

the enemy on the other fide of that river. In two

battles and one fiege, I took a thoufand prifoners,

and thofe not of a ufdefs age, but men in the

prime of life. Four bands of the mod: chofen |

foot I fent to Conflantius, with three others, not

inferior, of horfe, and tvi^o molt diftinguiilied

cohorts. I now, fnch was the will of the Gods !

took all the towns : before, 1 had taken near forty.

I invoke Jupiter, and all the tutelar Gods of cities

and of nations, to attefl my attachment and fidelity

to him. I have a6led tovv'afds him as I would wifh

a fon of my own to a6t towards me. The refpeft

that I fhewed him exceeded that of any former

Casfar to any other Emperor. I m.ay boldly dare

him therefore to allege any thing againlt me, even

to the prefent moment, on that head. Some ri-

diculous pretences he has invented. " He has de-

^* tained," fays my adverfary, " Lupicinus |, and

* He meant, no doubt, in different canripaigns.

La Bleterie,

Zofimus relate? the whole tranfailion at large. See

Lcgationum excerpta ex Eunapio. Petau.

f What one of our modern generals calls '* the elite of
*' the army." But why " the funver of the army" fliould

not found as well, or why our brave garrifon of Gibraltar

fliould not make '^fallies^'' as well as " forties " &c. is dif-

ficult to conceive. Thefe militarv Gallicifms were ridi-

culed long ago with great humour in the Tatler.

+ This Lupicinus, mafter-gencral of the, cavalrv, on the

death of Severus, was gone to Britain at tiie time when
Julian was made Emperor by the army ; but as he was of a

haughty and enterprifmg fpirit, left he /hould take any
rtep? againfl the new Emperor, a notary was difpatched to

Boncnia [Boulogne] to obferve that coail. Ammianus.

" three
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** three * others." And fuppofing I had even

put them to death, traitors and confpirators as

they were, it ftill would have become him to

' have fmothered the refentment which their fuffer-

ings might have excited, for the fake of friend-

fhip and union, Thefe men, not in the lead hurt,

! fecured as dangerous difturbers of the public

peace, and though I expended upon them much

of the public treafure, I plundered them of

nothing. But what would have been their punifli-

ment, if Conftantius had been injured, and in-

flj£ted it? And does not he, by his refentment

againft me, on account of thefe men, who bear not

the leaft relation to him, arraign and deride my

folly, in having been fo obfequioufly attentive to

the aiTaflin of my father, of my couHns, and, in a

word, the executioner of my whole family and

kindred I Confider alfo the deference that I have

paid him ever fmce I became Emperor ; as appears

from my letters.

How I behaved to him before that time, I will

row inform you. Being fenfible that I fhould in-

cur the whole danger and difgrace of every fault,

though committed by others, I intreated him, that,

if he had determined to declare me Ciefar, he

would give me the beft and ablefl: counfellors. In-

ilead of which, he gave me at firfl: the vilefl.

When one of them, the moll abandoned of

all,

* Of the other three no'hing certain can be affirmed.

lioitniius lecins to have bee-i one of them, who, Ammi-
anin
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-.11 *, * '^ * *
f he lulened indeed very readily, and

gave me with relu61ance an excellent officer in

Sulluft |. On account of his virtue, he Toon be-

came invidious. But not being fatisfied with hira

alone, and obferving the different manner in which

Condantius treated the others, confiding in them,

and not regarding him, embracing his right hand

and his knees, " Though I am not acquainted,"

i'aid J, " or ever was, wldi any one of thefe, yet

" kno7.'ing them by report, and in deference to

" you, I will conlider them as my friends, and

" eftecm ihem as old acquaintance. It is not

** proper, however, that my affairs Ihould be con-

'* fided to them, or that theirs fhould be embroiled

" by mine. I requefl: you, therefore, to direcl me,

** by fome written rules §, what you would wifh

nm:3 fays, at the very beginning of Julian's government

fled from Vienne, where he then was, to Confl'antius.

Julian " leaving his family and effei'ls untouched, and al-

" lowing him the ufe of a public carriage, ordered him to

" retxirn in fafety into the Eaft." Petau.
If Florentiiis fled to Conflantins, how could he be

one that was " detained by Julian r'

* Meaning Marcellus, of whom above. I6u!.

•j- Imperfeft.

I V/e are ignorant of the actual office of this excellent

rainifter, Vv-hom Julian afterwards created Praefect of Gaul.

GiBBON'.

§ When Julian was fetting out, Conftautius gave him a

letter, in vvhich he not only prefcribcd rules for his con-

duct, but alfo limited his diet, and the amount of his daily

expences. Ammianus, l.xvi. 5. " Laftly, as he conftantly
*' perufed the letter, which Conilantius, as if he had been
" fending a foii-in-law to fchool, had written with his own
*' hand, regulating, with too much freedom, what fhould
*' be expended on the Ciefar's table," &c. Petau.



92 EPISTLE TO THE ATHENIANS.
*' me to avoid, and what to do. Then, with the

*' utmoH: reafcn, you will praife me if I obe\',

•* and punifh me if I tranfgrefs. But I am firmly

** of opinion, that I fhail in no inflance controvert

*' your commands."

The innovations th^t Pentadius immediately

afempted *, it is needlefs to mention. I oppofed

them all confequently he became ray enemy. Soon

after, by perverting another, and then a fecond,

and a third, and by bribing againft me Paul | and

Gaudentius ;{;, notorious fianderers, he fucceeded

in having Sal'ufl, who was my friend §, recalled,

and Eucian immediately appointed to fucceed him.

Florentius alfo was irritated by my oppoiing his in-

* At !iis complaining of Pentadius I am much fur-

prifed. For Ammianus mentions Pentadius (1. xx.) and

iays, that " he was malier of the offices to Julian, and
*' was fent by him, when he was made Emperor, to Con-
" ftantius, with Eutherius, his chief chamberlain." He
cannot therefore be the fame, who, Julian her^ '"ays, wa«

his enemy while he v. as C^iar. Petau.

f Paul was a notary, born in Spain, famous for cruel

informations under Conilantius, who was burnt alive, witji

Apodemug, when Julian was Emperor- Sec Ammianu?,

(!. XIX. and xxii.) IhU.

t Gaudentius alfo was a notary, and having been fen*-

into the Gauls as a fpy on the actions ot Julinn, was after-

wards put to death by him at Antioch. Ammianus, (!.

XXI r.) //};>/.

Their executions [thofe of the two former] were ac-

cepted as an inadequate atonement by the widov.s and or-

phans of fo irany hundred F.omans, wiiom thofe legj]

lyrants had betrayed and murdered. GitcoN.
As to Gaudentius, fee the third note on Epiftle X.

^ bee the Conlolatoiy Oration en his departure, p. 30,^^0.

fiuiabk
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faiiable avarice *. They therefore perfuaded Con-

(lantius, already perhaps jealous of my ad^ions, to

remove me from the command of the forces. And

lie wrote letters filled with invectives againft me,

and threatening deflrui^ion to the Gauls. Soon

after, it appeared that he had ordered all the

flower of the army, without exception, to be

withdrawn from Gaul, charging Lupicinus and

Gintonius f with this commifTion, and commanding

me in no refpefl to oppofe them.

In what words {hall I now relate the v/orks of

the Gods ? It was my intention, they can witnefs,

divefling myfelf of all regal flare and magnificence,

to relt in peace, and never more to act in public.

I only waited the return of Florentius and Lupi-

* See Epiftle XVII.

f " Sintula, then tribune of the ftables to the C^efar,'*

fays Ammianus, (1. xx. 4.) " was joined in commillloa
*' with Decentius, a tribune and notary, to condudt the
*' troops out of the Gauls." Of Gintonius I do not re-

member to have read. But of this hiilory fee more in Anx-

mianus and Zolimus, and alfo in the Oration of Libaniu^

on the confulfliip of Julian. F^tau.
Julian was furprifed by the hady arrival of a tribune aad

a notary, v^^ith pofitive orders from the Emperor, which they

were direftcd to execute, and he was commanded not to

oppofe; that four entire legions, the Celtic, the Petulants,

the Heruli, and the Batavians, fliould be feparated ffom
the ftandard of Ju[ian ; that, in each of the remaining

bands, three hundred of the braveft youths fhould be fe-

lefted ; and that this numerous detachment, the ftrength of

the Gallic army, fliouid inilantiy begin their march, and

exert their utmofl diligence to arrive, before the opening

the campaign, oa the frosticrs of Perlia, Gib box.

cinus.
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cinus, the one being in Britain,*, imd the other

jityienne. In the mean time, a great didurbance

was raifed among the, natives and foldiers, an ano-

pyraous libel being difperfed in a neighbouring

jown, among the Petulants and the Celts (the le-

gions fo named) filled with inveclives againfl Con-

ilantius, and with complaints of his having be-

trayed the-Gauls. And the author of that paper

no lefs lamented my difgrace. This being cir-

culated, a general difaffeclion enfued, and thofe

who were moft in the intereft of Conflancius ufed

their utmpfl endeavours to perfuade me to detacli

the troops as loon as poffible, before the like libels

were difperfed among the reft of the army. (Not

one of my friends was then prefenr). They were

Nebridius -j-, Pentadias, and Decentius J, the

latter

* Ammianus (1. xx. l.) The valoiir of Lupicinus, nndhis

military ikill, are acknowledged by the hiflorian, who, in

his afFe£led language, accufes the getieral of exalting thfe

horns of his pride, bellouing in a tragic tone, add exciting

a doubt whether he. was more cruel or avaricious. The
danger from ^he Scots and Fifts was fo ferions, that jul-ian

himli-lf had fome thoughts of palling over into the iflaad. '

GlBiJO'lJ.

•\- Praetorian Fra:feft.^ This faithful iiiiriifler fingly op.-'

pofed the folemn engagement of the troops to devote theru:-

Jelves to the fervice of Julian. Alone, and unalfifted. he

airerted the rights ot Conuantius.in. the midft of an armed'

and angry multitude, to whofe fury he had almoil faljen

an honourable, but ufelefs, facrifice. After loling one of his

hands by the ftroke of a fword, he embraced the knees, of

the prince v.hom he h-;d offended. Julian covered the

Pra^fett \.ith his imperial mantle, and protecting him from

the zeal of his followers, difnulied him to his own houfe,

with-
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latter of whom Conftantius had difpatched for

•that purpofe. My reply, that " we ought to

*' wait for Lupicinus and Florentius,'* was totally

difregarded, they all infifting that the oppofite plan

fhould be purfued, unlefs I meant to confirm and

corroborate former fufpicions. '' Befides," they

added, " the detaching the troops will now be

*' deemed your meafure ; but when thofe miniders

" return, Condantius will impute it not to you,

" but to them, and confequendy will reprobate

'' your conduct." Thus I was perfuaded, or

rather compelled, to write to him. For he may

be faid to aft by perfuafion, who has the liberty

of refufmg ; but thofe who can be compelled it is

needlefs to perfuade ; as they aft not by choice,

but neceflity. There being two roads, it was next

debated which fhould be taken. I propofed one
j

with lefs refpefl than was perhaps due to the virtue of an

ehemv. The high office of Nebrid^us was bellowed on

saiiuft.
,

" Ibid. '.;;•;,.!, \Z,^r.-o'
Nebridius Had before been Count of the Eaft, and, from

being qu£eflor' to Julian^ was made by Conftantius prsc-

feft of the Gaiils, in the room of Florentius, who had

been removed to the prsfefture of Illyricum. Florentius

refufed to return from Vienne, dreading the refentment

cF the army. Nebridius retired in a private flation into

his native country, Tufcany. Pentadius is mentioned above.

i There is fome corruption in this paffage, for neith&r

v.'ere they abfent, nor friends to Julian. On the contrary,

they adhered to Conftantius. Petau.
Theprefent reading may be fupported either by omit-

ting the preceding, paragraph, or by putting it (as in the

.tranflation) into a,.parenthefi,3, ,,*' Nebridius, &c.'''wi^l

^Hen r,efer to the friends befor^^.-inentioned, of Conftantiu?,

'as they certainly were,

^:> I but
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but they compelled me to adopt * the other;

leli ray oppofition fliould excite fome tumult and

diforder in the army ; and when a diflurbance was

ctoce begun, a general confufion might enlue. An
apprehenfion this, which feemed by no means

groundlefs; The legions approached. I, as ufual
f,

went out of the city to meet them, and urged

them to purfue their march. They halted one

day ; till when I was a (Iranger to what they had

been concerting. Jupiter, the Sun, Mars, Mi-

nerva, and all the Gods know |, that I had not the

leaft lufpicion of their intentions till the evenincr

of that day, when at fun-fet they were difclofed

to me §. [At midnight] on a fudden the pa-

* Through Paris. Julian honeftly and judicioufly fug-

gefted the danger and temptation of a laft interview of the

ibidiers with their wives and children. Gibbon.
-j- Even the Emperors therafelves ufed to meet the legioii»

by way of honour. Valois^

j Such an oath would be decifjve in the mouth of a

Pagan^ convinced of his falfe religion even to fanaticifm

ancrenthuliafm, as Julian was, if Julian had not given

fome proofs of duplicity. But when a rnan is capable of

beirtg of tu-o religiops at the fame time, of believing one

and profeffing the other, he may v.ell allow himfelf in per-

jufy."" Be that '^s it may, it muft be owned, that if that

prince moved the fprings which raifed him to the fupreme

power, he concealed his piny fo well, as to feem to owe all

10 ciiance, and nothing to intrigue. ' LaBleterie.

It may feem ungenerous to diflruft the honour of a

hero, and the truth of a philofopher. The deTOut Abbe
de la Bleterie is almoft inclined to reipeft the devout pro-

teftations of a Pagan. Gibeox.

§ He then refigned himfelf to a fhort {lumber; and

aftervv-ards related to his fiiends, that he had ken the Ge-

nius of the empire waiting with fome impatience at his

door, preffing for admittance, and reproaching his want

^of fpirit and ambition. I!^id.

lace
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hce * was inverted, and an nniverfal fhont was

raifed, while in the mean time I was deliberating,

what meafiires to purfue, but without forming any

determitiation. Though my wife was then living -fy

I happened to fleep alone, in an adjoining upper

chamber '}{,, from which, there being an opening

in.the wall, I paid my adoration to Jupiter. The

clamour increafing, and a general tumult prevail-

ing thi^ough'out the palace, I intreated that God to

give

;;-* Moft- 'probably the palace of the baths {thermarum^y

of which a folic! and lofty hall ftiil fublifts in the rue de la.

Marpe^ The buildings covered a confiderable fpace of the

modern qaarterof the univerfity; and the gardens, under

the Merovingian kings, communicated with the abbey of

St. Germain dcs Prez. By the injuries of time and the

Normans, this ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth

century, to a maze of ruins, vvhofc dark receffes were the

fccne of licentious love. Gibbon.
Thefe remains, which have all the marks of antiquity,

are the greateH: curiofity in Paris. They are inclofed in a

houfe, whofe fign is the iron crofs. Our kings of the firit

race refidqd in that palace. The daughters of Charle-

magne were confined there after his death, when Lewis
the Debonnair, a friend to full chant, but an enemy to

gallantry, had caufed their lovers to be put to death. " He
" thought, without doubt," fays F. Daniel, with great

limplicity, " that the example would intimidate, and that
*' they would have no more. He was, it feems, miftaken ;

" they were never without them." Tahleau de Farls^ ch*

Antiquities.

f Helena died foon affer, at Vienne, fays Ammianus,
(1. XXI.); others fay, in the palace of Julian, and was
buried near her filler Conrtantina, at Rome.
Her pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and was

at laft fatal to herfclf. ; Gibbon.

X From Mr. King's very ingenious " Obfcrvations on
** Ancient Caftles," p. i;, &c. we learn, that " the {latc-

*' apartments (which Julian, no doubt, then occupied) were

Vol. I. H '' always
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give me a fign. This he immediately fhewcd me,

commanding me firmly to confide in it, and not

oppofe the refolution of the array *. Though I

had received thefe omens, 1 did not, however,

yield without relu(flance, but refifled as much as

poffible, nor would I admit of the falutation, or

the diadem. But not being able fingly to oppofe

fo many, and the Gods, whofe will it was, ftrongly

animating them, and at the fame time, compofing

my fpirits, at length, about the third hour, fomc

foldier, I know not whom, giving me a collar +, I

put it on, and then re-entered the palace, groan-

ing, as the Gods can witnefs, from the bottom of

my heart ; for though the confidence which the

former fign had given me in God could not bui

infpire

•' always in the tfurd flory, an habitation both {lately aud
*' airy, free fiom the annoyance of the enemy's inftruments

« of war."

The windows alfo of thefe rooms, even in our cold clr-

inate, though highly ornamented, " appear to have had
" no glufs, and to have been fenced only with iron bars
** and wooden fliutters, as is known to have been the
** uiage in early times." Sdjuel to the Ohfervatlons on Aii'

cient CaJilcSy p. loS.

Thst the Jews, as well as Pagans, prayed *' with their

" windows open,'' appears from this paflage of Daniel,

VI. ID. He Kvent ivto bis houfe^ and his windows being open

in his cl'ahtler to^Murd 'Jerufultmy he kneeled xpon his kneeSy <kc.

* The condut^t, v.;hich difclaims the ordinary maxia^s of

rcafon, excited ii'fpiciun, and eludes our enquiry. When*
ever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at once fo credulous and fa

ciiifty, has inlinuatcd itfclf into a noble miivd, it infcnfibly

corrudes the vital principles of virtue and veracity.

^ GiBBOK,

f f-ven in this tnmnltuous moment, Julian attended to

the foinn of fu^rcrftitiuu3 ceremony, and obltinately rcfufcd

tiie
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infpire me with fortitude, I was a(hamed and

dbaflied at not feeming to obey Conftamius faith-

fully to the laft.

A great dejection prevailing in the pahce, the

friends of Conftantius endeavoured to improve that

opportunity of forming a confpiracy againfl me,

and dillribuied money among the foldiers, ho[>ing

to alienate feme of them, fo at leafl: as to make a

dlviliori between us, if hot to perfuade them openly

to attack me. One of the officers who attended

my wife in public *, hearing what tliey were

dandeftirtely tranfaciing, difclofed it to me. But

finding that I difregarded it, with the frenzy of an

dnthufiaft, he loudly exclaimed in the market-

place, " Soldiers, foreigners, and natives, do not

*' betray the Emperor." The minds of the troops

being thus inflamed, they all ran arm.ed to the

palace. Finding me there alive and unhurt, and

rejoicing like friends who meet unexpectedly, they

embraced me, clafped me in their arms< and bore

me on their fhoulders. It was indeed a mofl pleaf-

ing fight, feeming like infpiration. Surrounding

me on all fides, they then infifted that every friend

of Conflantius (hould be put to death. The ftrenu-

the inaufpicious ufe of a female necklace, or a horfe^s collat"

{equi phakr^), which the impatient foldiers would have em-
ployed inilead of a diadem. Gibsok,
The collar which he put on, enriched with jewels, be*

longed, fays Ammianus, to " one Maiirus, afterwards a
*' Count, then a fpearman of the Petulants." This event

happened in April, 360,
* Ammianus ftylcs him aliquU pafafii decurh, a kin^I of

l^#or.

H 2 ous
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ous endeavours that I ufed to fave them, all the

Gods know. After this, what was my condudt to-

wards ConRaniius ? In my letters * to him, even

to the prefent hour, I have never aflumcd ths title

which the Gods have given me, only llyling my-

felf Ca^far ; and I prevailed on the foldiers to fwear

to me, that they w^ould attempt nothing farther, if

he would fuffer me to dwell peaceably in the

Gauls, and ratify all that had been done. Add

to this, the legions that w'ere with me fent hira an

united letter, urging a reconciliation between us.

In return, he fpirited the Barbarians againft us,

proclaimed me to them as a public enemy, and

bribed them to ravage; the Gallic provinces. He
wrote alfo to them who were in Italy, and warned

them tQ guard againft thofe who came from the

Gauls. In the tov/ns bordering on the Gallic frontier,

he ordered magazines to be formed ; in particular,

one of fix hundred thoufand quarters + of flour at

Brigantia |, and another of as many more at the foot

of the CottVan Alp.s§; that he might be enabled to

march an army againil: me. All thefe things were

not only faid but done. For the letters which he

fent
11
to fpirit the Barbarians I intercepted, and all

* The Epiflle to which Julian principally alludes has

been infertecj, p. 54.
'

'

f Three hundred myriads, or three millions of med'unn't^

a corn meafure, familiar to the Athenians, and which con-

tained fix_Ro.man modii. Gibbon.

X Now Bregentz, on t.he banks of the Lake of Conftance.

§ The moutitains tha.t divide Dauphiny from Piedmont.

II
Meaning the letters which Ammianus mentions in his

xxiil bonk. Yet he exprefles' himfelf with cool and can-

did hefitation, ^/f famie foli admlttenda cjl jida^ Gibbcw*.

the
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the provifions, which he had ordered to be col-

lefted, I felzed, and alfo the letters of Taurus *.

Befides this, he addreflfed. me flill as C-ccfar, and

declared, that he would never be reconciled to me»

He fent, however, one Epicletus f , a Gallic bifhdp,

to aflure me of my Hifety ; and in all his letters he

intimates, that he will fpare my life ; but as to

my honour, he is iilent. In regard to his oaths, I

think, as the proverb fnys, they Hiould be written

in aflies, fo little do they deferve behef. My
own honour, not only for the fake of what is

juft and right, but for that of the fafety of my
friends, I am determined to maintain ; not to

mention the cruelties exercifcd throughout all the

world.

Thefe arguments are to me conclufive ; thefe

meafures appear to me juft; and I adopted them

at firft in the fight and hearing of the Gods. After-

wards, on the very day in which I was going to

* Prffifeft of Italy, and Conful, with Florentius, in 361,

when this Epiftle was written. He was baniflied by Julian,

foon after, during his prefecture and confulfliip, to Ver-
cellcE, in Italy.

t There was a bifliop of that name, a remarkable fa-

vourer of thp Arian fed, who, to gratify Conftantius, ufed

great feverity towards the Catholics. But he was bifliop

of Centum-cellse [now Civita-Vecchia] in Thufcia [Tuf-

cany] not in Gaul. Perhaps Julian wrote K£VTjfu,;ciA;\w» (" of

" Centum-cella^,") inilead oi rmVoihAim (" of the Gauls".-),

Yet Ammianus relates, that the perfon, who was fent into

the Gauls with thefe orders to Julian, ^Yas the cjuxilor

Leonas. Petau,

H 3 harangue
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harangue the army concerning our march hither *,

lacrificing for the event, for my own fafety, and

much more for the public welfare, and the general

freedom of the world, efpecially of the Gallic nation,

whom he has twice abandoned to her enemies, not

fparing the fepuichres of their anccftors, though he

pays the utmofl attention to thofe of foreigners f,
the

omens were aufpicious, I thought it therefore necef-

fary to reduce our formidable enemies }, and to coin

lawful money of gold and filver ; and if even now he

{Jiould bedifpofedto treat with me, will be fatisfied

with what I at prefcnt poilefs. But if he fliould prc-

* lllyricum, xvhere this Epiille was u'ritten,

f-
The priniirive Chriftians called the teriiples of the

Heathens *' fepuichres," in contempt, becaufe teinples

began to be built where tlieir Gods were buried. But this the

Gentiles afterwards retorted on the Chriilians, on account

of the relics of tlie m-artyrs, preferved and worfliiped

in the churches. And hence they ftyled the Chriftiar^

churches nothing but ra.(p8^ (*' tombs.") ValoisI

X After Julinn had difmiffed Leonas, and fent a new cni-

bafly to the Enflein court, that he might keep his troops

in exercife, and preferve the reputation they had gained,

he palled the Rhine for the fourth time, fubdued the

Attuarii, a nation of the Franks, who ftill made incurfions

into Gaul; and, repnffihg the Rhine, reviewed and ftrength-

ened all the ganjfons in the frontier towns, as frir as the

country of the Rauraci' (how the Canton of Bafil) ; from

v.Jience he repaired to Befan^on, and then to Vienne,

where he kept hjs winter-quarters. Before the conclufion

of the winter, the Germans under king Vadoniar, having

revolted and pillaged Rhoctia (now the country of the

Grifons), he ftized and baniflied that prince, and paffing

the Rhine for the fifth and laft time, furprifed the Bar-

barians, and forced them to fwenr to a peace, which they

jlcvcr preiumed to violate again during his life.

La Blkterie,

fer
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fer engaging in a war, and will in no refpeft recede

from his former determination, I am ready to do or

fuflfer whatever the Gods may decree. It is more

difgraceful to be conquered by ignorance and pufil-

lanimity, than by ftrength and numbers. If he

excells me in numbers, that is owing, not to him-

felf, but to his armies. If he had furprifed me
ftill loitering in the Gauls, and tenacious of life,

and had furrounded me, declining danger, on the

flanks and in the rear by the Barbarians, and in

front by his own troops, I muft have fubmitted,

not only to the utmofl extremity, but, which to

the wife is the greateft of evils, to difgrace *.

Such are the reflexions, men of Athens, which

I ^ave communicated to my fellow-foldiers, and

now tranfmit to you and the other cities of

Grece
f.

May the Gods, the Lords of all, afford

me the afllftance, which they have promifed, to

the lafl:, and grant to Athens, that I may, as much

as poflible, deferve her favour, and that (he may

for ever have fuch Emperors as may intimately

* Julian explains, Hke a foldier and a ftatefman, the

danger of his fituation, and the neccffity and advantages of

an offenfive war. Gibbon.

f Lacedsmon and Corinth, Zofimus fays, were two of

the other cities that Julian addrefl'ed, but all that remains

of either, or any, of thofe Epiftles, is two fhort paragraphs

of that to the Corinthians, preferved by Sozomen ; in one

of which he fays, " Having relu6lantly commenced this

*' war, hut having now, in great meafure, fucceeded,
'* though not yet arrived at the conclufion ;" and in the

other, he claims their favour, " on account of the friend-

•' ihip of his father, who had dwelt among them."

H 4 know.
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know, and with a diftinguifned preference elleem,

her * !

* The hnmanit}' of Julian was preferved from the cruel

alternative, which he paLhetically lanients^ of deftroying,

or of being himfelf deftroyed ; and the feafonable death of

Conllantius delivered the Roman empire from the ca-

lamities of civil war. The approach of winter could not

detain the monarch at Antioch ; and his favourites duril

not cppofe his impatient defire of revenge. A Right fever,

which was perhaps cccalioned by the agitation of his

fpirits, was increased by the fatigues of the journey ; and

Conftantius was obliged to halt at the little town of Jilop-

fucrene, twelve miles beyond Tarfus, where he expired,

after a ihort illnefs, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and
the twenty- fourth of his reign. Giebon.

This event happened on Sept. 3, 361. It is pretended

that, upon his death-bed, he named Julian his fucceffor,

willing, no doubt, to make a merit of what he could no

longer with-hcld from him, and by that to engage h'.m to

protect Fauftina, whom he had married after the death of

Eufebia, and whom he left pregnant of a princefs [Con-
ftantia], who was afterv/ards married to the Emperor Gra-
tian. Julian immediately haftened towards Conftantinople,

which he entered, accompanied by the fenate, foldiers,

and people, on Dec. 11. La Bleter^e.

AN
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AN ALLEGORICAL FABLE*,

CERTAIN rich man fhad numerous flocks A. d. /

and herds, and many horfes J, grazing in his

meadows. He had alfo many fhepherds, as well

flaves as freed-men, and hired fervants, herdfmen,

goat-herdsa grooms, with many eftates, fome of

which were bequeathed to him by his father §

;

but mod of them he had acquired, being de-

firous to enrich himfelf by right or wrong, and

having little regard for the Gods. He had feveral

wives, by whom he had fons and daughters
|[,

among

* Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes of the

family of Conilantine into an allegorical Fable, which is
'

happily conceived and agreeably related. It forms the

conclufion of the Vllth Oration. Gibbon,
See a farther account of it in the Preface.

-j- This rich man is Conftantine, that eternal objesTt of

the hatred and malignity of Julian. La Bleterie.
The beginning of this Fable is remarkably flmilar to

that of Nathan's Parable, in 2 Sam. xii. 2. which Julian-

had read in the Septuagint. nxao-jw av^gt -tt^QocIoc xv -s-o^Aa,

xon ayi'Xcn ^ouv, fays the Emperor. T« ttXhctiui xvopi riv Tcoi^nx

HCA ^HMXioc. TiTihXa, e(po^iioc, fa} s the Prophet.

X In the original, imroi jjivptcn (" many mares.")

§ Conftantius Chlorus reigned only over the Gauls,

Spain, and Great-Britain. Conftantine, with much good
fortune, and perhaps too much addrefs, made himfelf

inafter of the whole empire. La Bleterie.

II
Conftantine left three fons, between whom he divided

the empire. Conftantine, known in hiftory by the name
of che younger Conftantine, had the Gauls, Spain, and

Great-Britain. Conftantius had the Eaft, Conftans, Italy,

Iliyricun],
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among whom he divided his wealth *, before be

died, but without infliucling them how to manage

it, how to acquire more, if it Hiould fail, or, when

it was acquired, how to preferve ir. So grofs was

Illyricum, and Africa, We are acquainted only with two
daughters of Conftantine the Great ; Conliantina and
Helena. He married the former to Flavius Claiidins

Harinibalianus, his nephexv, fon of his brother Dalmatius

the Cenfor. This princefs afterwards married the Cxfar
Galhis. Helena was married to Julian. It is not at firft

eafy to conceive how he can fay, that *' the father of the
** family divided his eftate between his fons and his daugh-
*' /rrj;" as, among the Romans, the daughters were ex-

cluded from the empire. But this palTage of Julian in-

forms us of two things ; i. That if Conftantine gave bis

nephew Hannibalianus the title of King, with Armenia
the Lefs, Pontus, and Cappadocta, it was on account of

liis marriage with Conftantina, on whom, beiides, he con-

ferred the title of Augufla, and a right to wear the diadem.

2, That if he raifed Dalmatius, the brother of Hanni-

balianus, to the dignity of Caefar, and gave him Thrace,

Macedonia, and Achaia, it was becaufe Dalmatius was to

eipoufe Helena, who was then a child. Hannibalianus and

Dalmatius were included in the maiTacre which followed

the death of Conftantine. One fault of that able poli-

ripian, a fault much more real than that with which Julian

here reproaches him, is that of having railed his brothers

and his nephews to fuch a height as to make them for?

midable to his children. If he could imagine that he

fliould have authcity enough oyer both to prevent the

ufual effects of jealoufy and anibition during his life, fiiould

he have flattered himfelf that they would have fuch refpeft

to his memory as to remain within the limits which he had

prefcribed therri ? The greateft princes ought always to

think that they will not reign after their deaths,

LaBleterie.
* Whether, after the death of Faulla, the mother of

Conftantius and his brothers, Conftantine contra6ted any

other mai^riage does not appear from the memorials, ftill.

roniaining, of tholi; times ; except that in general Julian

here f<ns, that '* he had many wives," lytvovio l\ «Jia; yj^

»*^,- woA/.*.*, though without naming them. Sf.^nheim.

his
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bis ignorance, that he thought nothing necelTary

but riches ; nor in that art had he much expe-

rience, having acquired it, not by any fixed prin-

ciple, but rather by ufe and habit, like empirics,

who by pra(5iice only cure difeafes, and confe-

quently mull be ignorant of many. Thus think-

ing that the number of his fons would fufficiently

fccure the continuance of his family, he ufed no

endeavour to make them virtuous *.

This was the firfl origin of their diffenfions.

For each of them deiiring, like his father, to have

great riches, and fingly to poflefs all, attacked his

brother. The calamities occafioned by their folly

and ignorance extended alfo to their nearefl re-

lations, who had had no better education. A ge-

neral flaughter enfued, fo as to realife by divine

yengeance the moft tragical cataftrophe. They

divided their patrimony by the fword, and every

thin(^ was thrown into confufion. The fons de-

Uroyed the temples of their anceftors, which be-

fore indeed had been defpifcd by their father, and'

ftripped of their offerings, dedicated by many, but

chiefly by his forefathers. But when they dcftroyed

the temples, they repaired the old and eredled new

fepulchres f, as if they had forefeen, that for their

* Julian, in his firfl panegyric onConftantiiis, fays, that

the children of Conftantine had the moft excellent education

that could be given to princes. He then perhaps flattered.

Now perhaps he flanders. La BletErie.
j- By " fepulchres" he muft mean churches. So they

were called by the Pagans, becaufe they were built over the

tombs of the martyrs liiiJ. See p. loz, note f

.

X contempt
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contempt of the Gods they would, ere long want

many fepulchres themfeives.

Amidil thefe diforders, marriages alfo being

contrafted which were no marriages *, and the

la\ys both of Gods and men being thus alike in-

fringed, Jupiter was moved with compafilon, and

addreffing hirafelf to the Sun f , he faid to him,

* Conftantius firft married rhe daughter of Julius

Conftantius, his uncle. Though hiftory does not- inform

us who were the wives of Conftantine the younger and
Conftans, it may be prefumed that they alfo married their

coufm-germans. Such marriages were not forbidden

among the Romans till Theodofuis, whofe law was after-

wards repealed by Juftinian. However, even before the

prohibition of Theodofius, they were unufual, becaufe they

were odious. It was thought that they bordered upon
incefl. This we learn from St. Auguftine, de ci-vitatc Dei.,

i. XV. c. 1 6. Raro p^r mores fielat quod fieri per leges Ucebat, . .

FaBum etiam licitum propter vicinitatem horrehatur illiciti ; et

quad fiehat cum confohrind pent cum forore fieri videl/atur^

q^iiia et ipfi inter fe propter tarn propinguam confafiguinitatem

fratres vocantuVy et pene germani funt. Allowing this, it will

be eafy to conceive how a paffionate enemy, like Julian,,

may fo feverely reprobate the miarriages of the children of

Conllanrine. This key, I think, may ferve for want of

bftter hiforical light. La Bleterie.

Julian, whofe mind was biaffed by fuperllition and re-

fentment, flign atifes theie unnatural alliances between his

own counns with the opprobrious name oiyoi.iJ.av re ov ycc^uv.

The jurifprudence of the canons has fince revived and en-

forced this prohibition, without being able to introduce it

either into the civil or the common law of Europe.

Gibbon.

One of thefe *' no marriages" vvas that of Julian him-

felf with his couhn Helena. Another, that ot Gallus and

Conftantina.

f After what has been faid before, it is needlefs here

to obferve, that Julian means by the Sun that intelligence

produced from all eternity by the fupreme God, U.c, in a

v/ord, the Logoj &f Plato. La Bleterie. •'•;

" Of
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" Of all the Gods my mofl ancient ofF-fpring,

" being born before heaven and earth, doft thou

" ftill retain the memory of the infults thou haft

" received from that difdainful and arrogant man,

'* who, by forfaking thee *, entailed fo many
** calamities on himfelf, his family, and his children ?

*' Though you have not perfonally wreaked youi-

*' Tengeance on him, nor have launched your at-

*' rows againfl: his children, are you lefs the author

" of that deftruftion which has defolated his

" family? But let us fummon the Fates, and cn-

'' quire of them whether any affiliance can be

" given it."

The Fates. inftantly attended ; but the Sun, as if

abforbed in contemplation, continued to fix his

eyes on Jupiter. The eldcil: of the Fates thus re-

plied: * Juftice and San6Vity^' O Father, forbid

* it. But it depends on yourfelf, fmce you have

* ordered us to be fubfervient to them, to prevail

^ on them alfo.' ** True," anfwered Jupiter,

*' they arc my daughters, and therefore I may
" interrogate them.—Venerable Goddefles, what

** do you advife P'* ' That, Father,' they replied,

* is as you direfH: ; but be careful left that worft

* The devotion of Conflantine was peculiarly direcled

to the Genius of the Sun, the Apollo of Greek and Roman
mythology ; and he was pleafed to be reprefented with the

fymbols of the God of light and poetry. Gibbon.
Among the many coins of this Emperor, found at Re-

jculver, in Kent (the Roman Regulbium), fome have, on
their rcverfe, the figure of Apollo, wi^h a ftar, and Soli

invicio comiti. This derice would have ferved equally well

for Julian.

' of
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* of air crimes, a zeal for impiety, ftiould univer-

^ fally prevail in the world.* *' To that," faid Jii'^

piter, " I Will certainly attend." The Fates then

approached, and fpun as the Father dire^ed. Af-

terwards Jirpiter thus addreffed the Sun :
" Yoii

" fee this infant *, the nephew of that rich man,

" and the coufin of his heirs. Though ddftitute

** and defpifed, he is your off-fpring. Swear,

** therefore, to me, by my fceptre and your own,

*' that you will take efpecial care of him, that yoii

'* will be his guide, and fecure him from evil.

* You fee he is enveloped, as il were, with fmokc,

** and filth, and darknefs, and that the flame which

" you have kindled in him is in danger of being>

" mfled:

** And owns no help but from thy faving hands
f.'

*' Take him therefore, and fuperintend his edu-

*' cation. This I and the Fates allow.'* At

this the Suii much rejoiced, and was pleafed with

the child, perceiving in him a I'mall fpark of

himfclf flill remaining. From that time he edu-

cated the boy, withdrawing him

Far from alarms, and dud and blood'
f.

But Jupiter ordered the motherlefi and chafle

Minerva to have a fhare alfo in his education.

Thus inflruded, when the youth had attained

that age,

* Julian himfelt.

i Iliad IX. 231. Pope, 504. r'art of the fpeech of

Ulyfles to Achilles, requefting him to aflift the Greeks.

I Iliad XI. 164. Pope, nC\ applied to He d-or, whert

protgi^ed by Jupiicr and h'juc.

When
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When fprings the down, when youth has all us

charms *»

Being apprifed of the numerous calamities which

had befallen his relations and coufias, he was

fo terrified, that he would have rullied head-

long into Tartarus, had he not been prevented

by the benevolent Sun and provident Minerva -f,

who threw him into a fluraber, which banifhed

that idea. Awaking from this, he returned to

his folitude, and there, fitting on a ilone, he con-

fidered with himfelf how he fhould efcape fuch

a variety of evils; for now every thing appeated

adverfe, and he was abandoned even by hope.

Mercury then, who had an afiedrion for him,

affuming the appearance of one of his young

companions, thus kindly accol^ed him :
" Follow

" me, and I will fliew you a fmoother and eafier

** way, as foon as you have gone through this

** winding and rugged path, which obliges, as

•* you fee, all who enter it to turn back." The

» Iliad XXIV. 348.

\ In the original, t*)? Tl^omxi ASn**?. In his IVih Ora-

tion, Julian conliders Proncea as another name for Minerva.

After the example of Plato, whofe philoibphy he adopted^

Julian, like other Heathens, acknowledged Gotl's Provi-

dence. Not to mention his mafter Jambiich\is {^ch M-.Jl.'i

.

I. I. c. 9.) *' the Providence of God" is mentioned by

Euripidf^?, in his Orertes, ver. 1181. On fome excelii^iu

coins of Com modus it appears under the IVuihyi of a

woman extending her right hand, and holding a fpe3r in.

her left, or before an altar, with another figure 0/ a

roan ftanding, and on each fide a tree, with the iiifcriptiin

nPOXOIA. And on the Roman coins is fome'imes leen a

temple, and fometimes a radiated Hgure of the Am, WJth

PaoYiDHSTiA infcribed, &c. Sfavheim.

youth
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youth then proceeded cautioufly, with his fword,

his (hield, and fpear, but with his head unarmed.

Itclying on his guide, he came to a road, though

unfrequented, highly pleafant, and embroidered

with fruit-trees and flowers innumerable, fuch as

are pleafmg to the Gods, and alfo with ivy, laurel,

arid myrtle.

When they arrived at the foot of a high moun-

tain, " On the fummit of that," faid Mercury,

** dwells the Father of the Gods; be careful

" therefore, for great is your danger, to worfliip

•' him in the raoft religious mariner. Ail: of him

" whatever you pleafe. You will wiili, my child,

*' for what is bell." So faying, Mercury difsp-

peared, though the youth was very defirous of

being informed by him what pethion he fhould

prefer to the Father of the Gods. Thus deferted,

he could only advife with himfelf, and he could

not have been advifed better. '* Though I do not

" yet fee," faid he, ** the Father of the Gods,

*' let me folicit him for his beft gifts. O Father

*' Jupiter, or by whatever other name thou pleafeft

" to be called, for that to me is indifferent, teach

•' me the way that leads to thee. For the region

.** of thy refidence is incomparably beautiful, if I

" may judge of its excellence by the pleafintnefs

•' of the path through which I have been con-

*' dufted hither." After having thus prayed, he

fell faft alleep. During this flumber, or trance,

Jupiter (hewed him the Sun in perfpn. Aftonlflied

at this fight, the youth exclaimed, •' For this and

1 ' ** all
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*' all t^/oth?f favours^' ;0 Father of the Gods, I

•* pffef,an4 dedicate inyfdf 1:0 thee." Then em-

bracing the knees of the Sun, he int'reated his

prpte^lion. But he, calling Minerva, bade, her

firO: obferve what arms he had. brought. . Seeing

only a fword, > a fliield, a-nda fpeftf, " Where,:Tny

•* fs^,"; faid, fee, V aue . 5'(Sui: .cegis/ ai-Mi helmet ?"

He anfw?red> " I could feared provide even thefe ;

*- negle^e^ and di^fpifed, I had jio friend in the

"^ family of my tf^l^ionSi,'* " .What -thteny" -'re-

plied^ the: Slina.Mri'wilil you Jfay, ;when.i tell you,

/' thai5,]5joa.;5);uft fieeplTarily return to ici''":Hear-'

ing thisjflhe
,

youth intreated him, witli many" tears,

not to.fend him thither, again, as, in that cafe, h'e

ihiOuld never , fee .him-iinbre, but fliould certainly

p_eri(h tljefej^dveri^hehTaed with misfortjujies. !* Yotr

•'^. arey:Qttp.g,i':faid the S.^n, " andJiaTe^not yet beeh

*'' initi%ted<»4ie£Util tjierefoie to earth, a4id when you

*\'SiXp'ih\t\xite^ *»-; dw^ll; ^}i. f^fety ;. return: and pu-

ii:iii !nD!27 OLiu '.hn.n ovi3jO» v . . " " rify

* tyiit 'hkn^so^'StAxtxi\ii^'(itc\he firit mte on Epiftle

XV.] Julian was fccfetly initiafj^d at Ephefus, in* tbelwen-

tieth year of his age. Kis relidence at Athens confirmed

this unnatural alliance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob-

tained the privilege of a folemn Initiation into the myfteries

of EleuJis, n\^hich, amidft the general decay of the Gre-

cian vvorlliip, flill retained fome veftiges of their primaeval

-lanftity ; isfnd i^uch was the zeal of Julian, that he after-

wards invited the Eleufmian. pontiff to the court of Gaul,

for the fole purpofe of confummating, by rayflic rites and

facrificesj.'^the great work of his faniStification. As thefe

ceremonies v\^e re- performed in the depth of caverns,.,and in

the, tilence of- the- night ; and asr the inviolable.fecret of the

myftenes was preferved by the difcretion of the initiated ;

I Ihall not prefume to defcribe the horrid founds, and fiery

Vol.. 1. I ' apparition?,
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•* rify yourfelf from' all impiety. You muft

" then invoke me, arici Minerva, and the other

« Gods." . : • - •
'^

... :

The youth, at thefe words, remained ii lent,

TheSun then conducing him toa mountain, (whofc

fummit fhone with light, but whofe lower parts

were covered with thick darknefs, through which,

however, as through a mift, the rays of the Sun

appeared dim and faint), 'thus addrefled him

;

* You fee your coufm thd sfeeir * : Do you fee

' alfo thofe herdfmen and ihepherds?' He replied

in the afSrmativc. ^ How is-he,* faiddie Sun,

* and how are his {hephetds and herdfmen, em-

' ployed?' " He,*' faid the youth, *' feems to me
" afleep ; he lives in retirement, and devotes him-

** felf to plealure. Few of his (hepherds are weU-

•* difpofed J
mofl of them are wicked and cruel

;

•* for they either devour or fell hisflieep,and thus

•* doubly injure their mafter ; they ruin his flocks,

** and, though they receive much and return him
** but little, they complain that they are defrauded

** of their wages ; but it were better that they

** fhould be paid the whole, than the llieep be

** deitroycd.** * But fuppofe,' faid the Sun, * I

* and Minerva, by the command of Jupiter,

* fhould appoint you guardian of all thefe flocks,

* in the room of this heir ?' This the youth agaia

apparition?, which were prefented to the fenfes, or the

imagination, of the credulous afpirant, till the vifions of

comfort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of

celcftial light. Gibbon.
• Conflantius.

oppofed,
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oppofed, and earneftly intreated to remain there.

The Sun replied, " Be not obflinately difobedient,

** left my hatred fliould be equal to the love that

•• I have borne you." The youth then anfwered,

' O mod: excellent Sun and Minerva, and thee

* too I atteft, O Father Jupiter, difpofe of me
' abfolutely as you pleafe.' After this, Mer-

cury, again appearing, infpired him with ad-

ditional courage. For now he thought he had

found a guide in his return, and during the time

that he was to pafs on earth.

Minerva then thus accofled him :
'* Good fan

•* of this excellent and divine father and of me,

" attend ! The bed (hepherds, you obferve, do

** not pleafe this heir; but profligates and flatterers

•* have enuiived him. Confequently he is not

" beloved by the good and virtuous, and by thofe

** who feem his friends he is injured snd dif-

^' honoured. Be careful therefore, when you re-

** turn, never to prefer a flatterer to a friend,

" Take another advice, my fon. That man fleeps,

'* Eind of courfe is often deceived ; but be you

" fober and vigilant *. A flatterer often afl"umes

*' the confidence of a friend ; juft as if a fmith^

*' covered with fmoke and aflies, (hould, by a

*• painted face and a white garment, induce you to

* St/ $i >n^c. Hat yenyopet.

The fame words as ihofe of the Apodle, NriiJ'alt, yer.yo-

gr.yois, I Pet. V. 8.

This is nor the firft paffage in which we have feen our
author availing himfelf of his Chriftian erudition.

I 2 " eive
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" give him one of your daughters in marfiage.

" Thirdly, let me exhort you to have a particular

" regard to yourfelf. Refpe£l us in the firfl place,;

*' among men, thofe who referable us molt, and

** no one befides. You fee how much this, poor

" wretch has fuffered from a falfe fliame and ^

" faolifh timidity."

To this the Sun added, * Thofe whoiio.you feleci

* for your friends treat ss friends, not as fervan^s

* and domeftics. Behave to them with freedom,

* candour, and gcnerolity, not thinking of.thera

* one thing, and faying another. What . >vas fo

' deftrudive to this young- heir as unfaithfulnefs

' to his friends? Love your fubjecls, as you ase

* loved by us. Whatever relates to our worfliip

* prefer to all other virtues. For we are your

* '&enefa£lors, and friends^ ^and prefervers.*

Delighted at thefe .words, the
,
youth clearly

llievved his defire to obey the Gods implicitly in

all things. " Depart now," faid the Sun, •' with

'* joyful hopes, for I, and Minerva, and Mer-
** cury will every where be with you, and alfo

*' all the Gods who dwell on Olympus, or in the

*' air, or on earth, and all. the othec deities ; (o

*' you fhall be pious to us, faithful to your friends,

" and humane to your fubjefts, teaching them to

" excell by your example, and never being en-

" flaved by their paflions or your own. Retain

*' the armour that you brought hither, and receive

** from mc this torch, which will afford you fuch

** light on earth, that you will not need that of

" heaven*
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" heaven. Accept alfo from good MinerTa an

" cegis and a helmet, for {he has many, as you
*' fee, which fhe bellows on whom Ihe pleafes.

** Mercury, befides, will give you a golden wand.

** Depart therefore, relying on this armour, and

** traverfe earth and fea, inviolably obeying our

" laws. Let neither man, nor woman, your

** own countrymen, nor foreigners, perfuade you
** to negleft our precepts. While you obferve

" them, you will be loved and efteemed by us,

** and alfo refpecled by our good fervants, and

*' formidable both to wicked men and evil dae-

" mons *. Know that you were invefted with a

** mortal body in order to difcharge thefe duties.

*' For the fake of your anceftors, we wifh to

** purify your family from every ftain. Remember,
** therefore, that your foul is immortal, and fprung

" from us ; and that, if you follow us, you will be
*' a God, and with us will behold our Father."

Whether this be a fable, or a true narrative, I

cannot tell
f.

* It is well known that the Platonifls admitted of good

and evil Genii, and that they included both under the

name of daemons. La Bleterie.

f Thus St. Paul, IVljether in the body^ or out of the hody^

Ifafinottell; God hiovoeth. 2 Cor. xii. 3.

I 3 The
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The Duties of a Priest.

Extraded from the Fragment of an Oration,

or Epiftle *.

A. D* ^-j^^TF any are detedted misbehaving to their

" '
' X prince, they are immediately puniflied ; but

thofe who refufe to approach the Gods, are pof-

felTed by a tribe of evil djeraons, who, driving

many

•^ This Fragment was intcnvoven with the Epillle to The-
iniftius, as has been obferved in the notes on that Epiftle^

We have therefore publiflicd it feparately. It is part of an

epiftle which Julian wrote to foroe High Prieft, teaching him
the example which he ought to fet to thofe of his own
order both at home and abroad. And there are many-

things in this Fragment which he wifhes his people to

praftife in imitation of the Chriftians. Petau.
Mr. Gibbon ftyles this *' a long and curious Fragment

^' .without beginning or end ;" and adds, " The Supreme
" pontiff derides the Mofaic hiflory, aud the ChrilVian

^* difcipljne ; prefers the Greek poets to the Jewifli pro-

" phets ; and palliates, \yith the fkill of a Jefuit, the re-

** latlve worfhip of images."

A more full account of it has been given in the Preface by

the Abbe de la Bleterie, whofe reafons for not tranflating

the whole I deem conclufive. But, omitting the offen-

five parts, the extratfts which I have felected fhew the great

nfe which Julian made oi that found form of dctirine i-^hkh

was oxct delivered to him hy tranfplanting into his own re-

ligious code, but without acknowledgment, many of the

moral
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many of the'atheifls * to (1ifl:ra(5lion, make them

think death defirable f, that they may fly up into

heaven, after having forcibly diflodged their fouls.

Some of them prefer deferts to towns ; but, man

being by nature a gentle and foci^l animal, they

alfo are abandoned to evil daemons, who urge

them to this mifunthropy ; and many of them have

had recourfe to chains and collars {• Thus, on

all fides, they are impelled by an evil dsmon, to

whom they have voluntarily furrendered them-

felves by forfakmg the immortal and tutelar Gods.

But enough of thefe. I now return to the fabjecl

from which I have digreifed.

The practice of virtue, in obedience to the

laws of their country, Ihould certainly be en-

forced by the governors of ftatcs ; but it is alfo

your duty to exhort the people by no means to

moral precepts of the gofpel, particularly that new com-

mandment^ Loveyour enemies^ do good to them that hate you^

&c. And, on the whole, if great part of the charge (as it

may be called) which he here delivers to his Pagan prieft-

hood, was obfcrved by our Chriftian clergy, they would be

niore refpeftable, and more refpecled, than they are.
* The ufual elogium of the Chriftians with this apoftatc.

Spanheim.

f Julian feems here to allude to the religious frenzy,

the horror of life, and the defirc of martyrdom, which
pofTelTed the eiithuliaftic Donatilts.

X The folitary fanatics, whofe iron chains, &c. the phi-

lofopher here ridicules, were the monks and hermits who
had introduced into Cappadocia the voluntary hardfliips of
the afcetic life. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. ix. p,
66i, 662. Gibbon.

Thefe folitary afcetics then abounded in ^Egypt, Palef-

tine, and Mefopotamia, as is evident from other remainss
of that age. Spanheim.

I 4 tranfgrefs
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tranfgrefs the facred laws of the Gods. The office

of a pried being oecelTarily more refpeclable thaq

that of any other, ieiti^e^.ix. may be proper for

me jj.o\Y XQ confider that, and to teach jon its ob-

ligati.ons. Some perhaps may be better informed :

I wiili I could fay all; bqt I hppe k of thofe who

are naturally temperate and virtuous. Such will

own this difcourfe to be adapted to them.

In the firft place, above all things cultivate phi-

lanthropy ; as this is attended by many other

bleffings, and particularly .by that, which is the

greated and mod excellent of all, the favour of the

Gods. For as thofe who kindly participate in the

concerns .of .their mailers, in their friendfhips,

their ftudies, and amours, are more beloved thin

their fellow -fervants ; fo it mud be fuppofed

that the Divine Being,, who, by his nature, is a

lover of mankind *, is delighted with thofe who

love each other. Of philanthropy there are va-

rious kinds; one is the punifliing offenders fpa-

ringly, and that for the good of the puniihed, as

maders corrcift their fch'olars; another is the re-

lieving the wants of the pqor, as the Gods relieve

ours. Gbferve the many bleffings with which

they fupply us from the earth ; food efpecially,

of every kind, and that more in quantity than they

have afforded to all other animals united. As we

are born naked, they cloath us with the hair of

beads, and with fuch rain-.ent alfo as is furnidied

* Oi^arc^Bron. «I)i>>«v9^fc'7r(a, in like manner, is afcribed to

God by St. Paul (Tit. iii. 4.)j f'om whom Julian probably

borrowed it.

4 by
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by the earth and trees. And not contented merely

with rudenefs and fimplicity, with fuch coats, as,

Mofes fays, they made of Ikins * ; coufider alfo how

jnany gifts we enjoy of induftrious Minerva. What
other animal is indulged with wine ? what other

with oil ? unlefs we impart to them what we refufe

to men. What fifhes feed on corn ? or what

beads on marine produfftions ? I do not mention

gold, brafs, and iron, with all which the Gods

have enriched us ; not to incur their refentment by

overlooking the vagrant poor, efpecially when

any of them are in morals irreproachable, but, hav-

ing inherited nothing from their parents, arc re-

duced to poverty by a noblenefs of mind which

defpifes wealth. On feeing thefe, the generality

of mankind are apt to arraign the Gods. Indi-

gence, however, is by no means chargeable to the

Gods, but to the infatiable avarice of us who are

rich, to which are owing the falfe ideas which men

form of the Gods, and the calumnies with which

they reproach them. Do we defire that God
would rain down gold on the poor, as he did for-

merly on the Pvhodians T.^ Were this to be granted,

immediately fending out our fervants, and every

where placing vefl'els, v»'e fhould drive away all

* Gen. iii. 21.

—

the Lord God made coats of Jkuis, cjid

cloathed them.

t Jupiter is faid to have rained gold on the Rliodians at

the time when Vulcan, cleaving his IkuU u'ith a hatchet,

delivered him of Minerva. See Findar. Olynp.p. VII. aad

Homer. II. II. 670.

With joy they law the growing empire rife.

And flio'.vers of v/ealth defcending irom the Ikies.

Pope 813,

Others,
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others, that we alone might fnatch the commoit

bleflings of the Gods. Some perhaps may wonder

at our wifliing for what cannot poflibly happen, and

would be utterly ufelefs ; fince what is abfolutely in

our power we do not praftife. Who was ever

impoveriflied by what he gave to others ? I, for

my part, as often as I have been liberal to the

poor, have in return been abundantly rewarded

by the Gods; though I have never been a vile

hoarder, nor have I ever repented of my gene-

rofity. I fay nothing of the prefent time (as it

would be abfurd to compare private generofiiy

with Imperial munificence), but, when I was a fub-

jecl *, I remember that this often happened
-f-.

'

Thus when the eflate of my grandmother {, which

had been forcibly with-held, at length devolved

to me entire ; of the little which I then had I ex-

pended and bellowed on the poor. We ought

therefore of our abundance to be communicative

to all men, but efpecially to the virtuous ; and to

* Confequcntly, while he yet frequented the churches

of the Chriftians. Spanheim.

f This had of old been divinely faid by another, the

wifeft of princes : He that hath pity upon the pnor^ (or, which

is the fame thing, -vcho giveth to the poor), lendeih unto the

Lord^ and that -ivhich he hath gi-vcn, iviU he pay him again.

Prov. xix. 17. And in another place, The liberal fonl J}?all

he yr.adc fat ; and he that iK^atereth, Jljall be 'Matcred alio him-

fclf. xi. 25. Ihld.

X The name of Julian's maternal grand-mother is un-

known. She efpouied Anicius Julianus, who was a pra:-

fcv^t, and from this marriage fprung Baiilina (the mother

of Jiilian), and the famoub Count Julian. La Bleterie,

See Epiftle xlvi.

the
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the indigent, as far as will relieve their neceffitles.

I will add, though it may feem paradoxical, that

it is a duty to give cloathing and food to our ene-

mies *
; for we give it to their nature, and not to

their condutft. And, therefore, I think that thofe

who are imprifoned in dungeons, are alfo worthy

of this attention, as fuch humanity by no means

interferes with juflice. For as many are imprifon-

ed for trial, of whom fome are to be condemned,

and others acquitted, it would be much too fevere

to refufe compaflion even to the guilty for

the fake of the innocent, and rather to treat the

innocent with cruelty and inhumanity on account

of the guilty. The more I confider this, the more

unjufl: I think it. We ftyle Jupiter the Hofpi-

table, yet we ourfelves are more inhofpitable than
;

the Scythians. How, or with what confciencc,

can one, who would facriiice to Jupiter the Hof-

pitable, approach his Ihrine, when he forgets, that

By Jove the ftranger and the poor are fent.

And what to thofe we give, to Jove is lent f ?

* Can there be a doubt of the fountain from which

Julian drew this living water, fo different from the muddy
ftreams of hi? favourite philofophers ? If thine enemy hun^^er,

feed him ; if he thirji^ gii'e him drink. Rom. xii. 20. InafmKch

as ye hai-e done it unto one of the leaf of thefe my hrethren^ ye

bave done it unto mc. Matth, xxv. 4.0.

t OdylT. VI. 207. Broome 247. Part of the fpeech

of Nauficaa to UlyfTes on finding him fliipwrecked on
Phxacia. The fame lines occur again in Odyls.xiv. 56. and

are alfo quoted by Julian in Epillle xlix. They are there

differently tranilated by Pope. Thus alfo OdylT. ix. 270.

the Gods revere ;

The poor and ftranger are their conilan: care. Pope 301,

And
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And how can a worfhipper of focial Jupiter, if

he fees any one in diflrefs, and does not give him

part of 2 drachm, think that he worlhips Ju-

piter as he ought ? When I refleft on thefe things*

I am quite aftoniflied, feeing the furnames of the

Gods, coeval with the world, coniidered as fo many

painted images, but in faft by no means treated

by us as fuch. The Gods are (lyled by us

HouQiold Gods, and Jupiter the Domeftic Deity ;

but we behave to our relations as if they were

llrangers. For man is related, with or without

his confent, to every other man ; whether, as is

faid by fome, we all proceed from one man and

one woman ; or whether the Gods produced not

one man and one woman only, but many at once,

in great numbers, together with the world. For

they who could create one man and one woman,

were alfo able to create m.any, and in the fame

manner that they produced them, they might alfo

produce thefe. Confider not only the variety of

cudoms and of laws, but, which is more impor-

tant, more excellent, and more prevalent, that

tradition of the Gods which has been tranfnitted

to us by the moft ancient minifters in things facred;

namely, that, when Jupiter formed the world, fome

drops of facred blood were fpilled on the earth,

from which forungf mankind. Thus we are all

relations ; fmce from one man and one woman, or

from two perfoas, many men and women have

fprung, as the Gods declare, and we muft necef-

farily believe on the teflimony of the fafts them-

felves.
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felves, as we all derive our origin from the Gods.

That many men were produced at once is teftified

by facb. but will be mofe clearly (hewn in another

place. *****, . _ .^.
^ -.J ,

It is proper alfo to obferve, a$(j bits' been- cfaid

by thofe who have preceded ius,. that j'.inaBiis: by

nature a focjal aaimal. --^l^ll'^e: -fcbehjhwho

^liver and.ellablrfh tbefe. maxims, a£t' unfocially

towards our neighbours? Ufgedby fu«h cuiliams

a^id .inclinations,' let every one- of us difcharge the

duties of piety towards; the-.Gods^.of benevolence

to^yards mei), of. .(^haflity ip? regar-d to theflbody,

and all the offices :of retigipnt/urLetui.endiavDur

always to retain in :our minds fome religioqs'idea of

the Gods, and viewing their temples and: iiiiagts

with honour and. veneration, let uS: reverectheraxs

much as if we faw the God^ themfelves there pre*-

fent. For the images, and altars,, the ciiftody.ajf

the Cacred firej and all other things of that l^ind,

were eftabliihed by our anceftors as fymbols-of the

prefence of the Gods; not that we fuppofe ;thera

to be Gods, but that we may worfnip the- Gods

by them *..... bn£ ^z^ojk

Be fid es tlic images of the-<^dl4i. their temple?,

their fhrines, and their altars are to be reverenceid.

It is alfo reafonable that the priefts fhould be

honoured, as the minifters and fervants-of : the

* This plea in defence of image -worfliip has been fince

adopted, as is well known, by the Ronnifti Church. Other

arguments equally futile and jefuitical follow. But th^

above may fuffice.

Gods,
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Gods, who difpenfe to us what relates to them,

and contribute much towards procuring us their

favours. For they celebrate facrifices, and offer up

prayers, for all. And therefore it is juft to pay

them not lefs but rather more honour than to the

civil magiftrates. But if any one fhould think that

the civil magiftrates are entitled to equal honour,

as they dlfcharge a kind of prieftly fundion, by

being guardians of the laws; yet no lefs refpeft

Js due to the others. The Greeks advifed their

king to reverence a pried "*i though an enemy^

and (ball we not reverence thole who are ouf

friends, and who pray and facriiice for us ?

As my difcourfe has returned to the point from

which it digrefTed, it is proper for me now to ex-

plain how a pricfl ought to a6l in order to be juftly

efteemed. As to what relates to ourfelves, that

need not here be difcuffed or examined.

As long as a prieft retains his rank, he fhould

be honoured and refpedted ; when he is wicked,

let him be degraded from the prieflhood, and when

^leis unworthy, defpifed. But as long as he facri-

fices, and makes libations, and attends- on the Gods,

we Ihould behold hi in^ as we do their moft valu-

able poffeflions, with regard and veneration. For

it is abfurd to love the flones of which altars are

formed, on account of their being confecrated to

the Gods, and becaufe they are of fuch a Ihape

* Horn. I!. I. 23. Speaking of Chryfes. AiJ^wo-Sai S'»;r,»,

ii<. The priefr to reverence, &c.

and
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and figure as are fuitable to the holy office ; for

which they are iotended ; and not to think a man,

who is dedicated to the Gods, worthy of honour,

Some perhaps may think, that the fame honour is

alfo due to one who afts unjullly, and is gyil.ty

of many tranfgrelTions in his holy office. .Such a

one, I fay, fliould be cenfured, left by hiswicked-

nefs he iliould offend the Gods ; but till he has

been cenfured, let him not be defpifed. Nor is it

reafonable, having this opportunity, to deny not

foch only, but thofe who deferve ir, the honour

that is their due. Like a magiflrate, therefore, let

every prieft be refpe^ted, as this is the oracle of

the Didymaean God *: -t.-^ _.. ioy j/^/'..

• They whom depravity and folly lead '^.' -'-^-r

To fcorn the priefts of heaveii^s immortal powers.

And to the wife intentions of the Gods

. Their own vain thoughts conteraptuouflyoppofe, -*/"

In fafety live not half their days, condemn'd. .,.

To perifti by th\eternal Gods, who deem

Their fervants honour facred as their own f.

And again, in another place, the God fays.

For all my fervants by deftru(3ive. vice, &c.

and declares, that for that he will inflift punifli-

ments upon them. As there are many fuch fayings

* Didvm:ean Apollo. This title was given to Apollo,

or the Sun, by reafon of his own light, and that which

he communicates to the Moon. Macrob. Sat. I. 17.

Others derive the name from a temple and oracle of

Apollo at Didyma in Miletus. See Strabo, Geog, 1. xiy.

Pliny, and Lucian de Afirologid.

f Julian quotes this oracle again in his LXiid Epiftle,

of
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of^ the God,' which may inflru^l: us how much' we

ought to hoilcnir and venerate the piieft^ood, I wiH

dilcufs them more fully on fome other occafion.

Jt may.be fuffic lent at.pr^fent, as. I would fay no'--

th4iag inconfiderately, to quote this prophecy and

Kiatidate of the Godin. lais-owir.viords.' Jf any one

iftierefore thinks me in -thefe mcUtei-a an indru^or

Worthy of ctedit, let him. revere ^and obey the Codi,

"and pay diftinguiihed honom- to- the priefts. '^.

-o:r\Yh^c apritflough^tobei'l will/nQW endeavoiJr

1cJ-€icp3aiii ; n©tL>on your account (for had I'Erat

b^eif"fitimly perfuaded, not only bytiJiie teflrimDily

oiF ft'ori^tiief *, but by that/of";tke fupi-eme Gods,

that you would ably difcharge this office, as far, as

your will and indinataoai are concerfled, I ih6uld

not have vesntured toentrufl: to you a Work of ftich

importance) but ichdt. you may iaftruj^ others in

y5ur qeighbourhoDdy botkm town . and coudtry,

by (IrOiUger argumeiirs, and' with fapi^rior autfe*

rity, asriot being m;erely your .private fentimenits,

or your ow'n practice... only, but. as beii>g alfo my
opinion, who, in what, relates tcx.the Qods, feem to

be Supreme Pomiff-:(•,, and. though by no meSJis

woitsby

'* Ka6iiy£jLio*o?. Probably Maximus, the perverter'of Julian

to Paganifm (fee p. 113. note ^) whom, writing to

another ^prieft (Epillle LXIII.) he calls by the fame

name, •* KoivosxaSwyeit/wfj'/'tlieir' common mafler;** and oti.

whofe advice, in thefe ecclefi^tflical arratricmentfe, if'ap-

pcars that he chiefly relied. .'^ ^."' o,.:s,.i ---^y

t It is remarkable, that Julian' herij "does not exprefsty

ftyle. himielf Sovereign Pontiff, but that ' he feemed ro be"

fo, ^cjcavja eivut, though Conftantine raid the fucceeding Em-
perors
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worthy of fo high an office, yet fludy to be fo,

and for that purpofeconflantly fupplicate the Gods.

Be aiTured, that they have given us great hopes

after death, and on them we may with confidence *

rely, as they are incapable of deceiving, not only

in fuch matters, but in any of the concerns of

human hfe. If, by their excellent power, they

can correal all the difturbances and monflrous

abufes that happen in this life, how much more

in the other (where the contending parrs are dif-

united, the immortal foul being feparated, and

the body dead), will they be able to perform all

the promifes that they have made to mankiad I

Knowing therefore that the Gods have afTigned to

their priefts great rewards, let us make thofe whofe

lives are conformable to their txamples, which

ought to fpeak to the vulgar, fponfors in every

thing for their dignity. This we mufi: begin with

piety towards the Gocis. Thus it becomes us to

minifter to them as fuppofng them prcfent and

feeing us (though we fee not them\ and, wish a

fight fuperior to every kind of fpleedor, pene-

perors (as has been obferved by Spaaheim, from ancient

marbles, coins, &:c. Oi/. ad Jul. Orat. 1. p. 278.) retained

this dignity till the reign of Gratian.

Neither was Gallienus, as Spanheim aflerts, nor Clau-

dius, as others, the lail on whofe coins the titles of Pon-

tifex Maximus, and the tribunitial power, are recorded.

Clarke.
* This is not fo much a Chaldaean, or an Hermetic, or

even a Platonic, as a Chriflian confidence. Spanheim.

VoL« L K tratng
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trating our mcfl fecret thoughts *. That this is

not my fentiment, but that of God, expreffed in

feveral pafiages, it may be fufficient to fhew by one

inflance, which will eflablifh thefe two points,

that the Gods fee all things, and that they delight

in the pious:

Nothing efcapes the wide-extended beam

Of Phoebus ; folid rocks it penetrates.

And feas coerulean ; nor the ftarry hoft

Eludes it, through the firmament, untir'd.

Revolving, by neceffity's wife law

;

Nor all the nations of the dead, beneath

Imraers'd by Tartarus in fhades of night.

But not high Heaven delights me more than

goodnefs.

Therefore as every foul, efpecially the human |,

is more nearly connected with and allied to the

Gods than flones or rocks, it is probable that the

. eyes of the Gods can penetrate them with much

more eafe and efficacy. Obferve too the philan-

thropy of God, in faying, that he is " as much
•* delighted with the thoughts of religious men,

•• as with the purity of Olympus." Will he not

therefore raife the fouls of us all, who pioufly

approach him, from darknefs and from Tartarus?

* Thus the Pfalmift, Thcu underjlandejl my thought afar

off. Thou art aojuainted <u:iih all 7ny il'^j, &c. Fl'. cxxxix.

2,3.
•j- By this diftinction, or preference, Julian feems to fiip-

pole thot hearts alio h,i\e fouls, as he mult allude to fome

beings intciior to the human.

For
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For he knows even thofe who are confined in Tar-

tarus, that not being exempted from the divine

power. But to the pious, inftead of Tartarus, he

promifes Olympus *.

Above all, therefore, it is indifpenfibly necef-

fary for the priells to be adlive in works of piety,

that they may approach the Gods wath religious

awe +, and not fay or hear any thing that is

fhameful. For priefls ought not only to abftain

from 'all impure and immodeft practices, but alfo

from all fuch words and fights. Far, therefore,

from us be all licentious jefts, and all fcurrilous

difcourfe ;!;. That you may more clearly under-

hand my meaning, let no priefl read Archilochus
[j,

nor

* It is curious to hear a heathen philofopher thus in-

culcating the immortality, or future exigence, of the foul,

the refurre6lion, &c. But, as the woman of Samaria ftud to

our Lord, the ivell is deep ; and Julian, like her, had nothing

to drarjo nvith but what he borrowed from Chriftianity.

Where, for inftance, did he learn, that " the pious are
*' promifed Olympus r" Virgil, improving on Homer,
fpeaks only of Elyiian fields, or pleafant earthly manlions,

locos latos, et amcena vireta^ &c. in which fages and heroes

were placed after death. But that the juft fliall be

caught up into heaven^ or are promifed Olympus, that

where God himfeif is, there they Jhallhe alfo, -was brought to

light by the go/pel

t Thus the Pfalmift, Serve the Lord -vjith fear^ and rejoice

Kvith trembling. Pfalm ii. ii.

X Thus St. Paul, Neitherfilthinefs^ norfoolifh talking, nof

jefiing, ivhich arc fiot convenient, &:c. Eph. V. 4.

il Julian charaiElerifes the poetry of Archilochus in his

viith oration. He was the firil inventor of Iambics.

Archilochum propria rabies armavit lambo,

Archilochus by rage

Was v.-ith his own Iambic arm'd,

as Horace exprcTes it, in which he wrote fo fererely againft

K ? L^'camb-s,

131
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nor Hipponax *, nor any other writer of that clafs i

let him alfo avoid every thing that has the fame

tendency in the old Comedy f. Much preferable

and more fuitable to us is the ftudy of philofophy

Lycambe?, who had promiffd him his daughter in marriage,

but gave her to another, that he hanged himfelf. Hia
poems are now loft.

* A witty poet of Ephefus, whole Iambics are faid to

have had the fame tragical efFedl as thofe of Archilochus,

They are alfo lolt.

How little Julian obferved this rule himfelf will be evi-

dent to any one from feveral of his works, in which he

more than once alludes to the fayings both of Archilochus

and the old comic poets, but particularly from the Caefars

and the Mifopogon, which are not only feafoned with far-

cafms and jokes, but alfo abound with fcofts more cutting

and fevere than any of the Iambics of Archilochus or Hip-

ponax. So that what Cyril faid, in his books againfthim,

was not undeferved, that " he fludioufly covets the repata-
*' tion of great and various erudition." Spanheim.

•j- The old Comedy was fo called on account of the

alterations that happened afterwards, and which occafioned

three forts of comedy; the old, the middle, aad the new.

The old, in which there was nothing fittitious, either in

the fubjed, or in the names of the actors: The middle,

where the fubjec'^s were not fictitious ; they were true hif-

tories, but the names were invented : And the new, in

which every thing was feigned; the poets invented not

only the fubjecls, but alfo the names. Eupolis, Cratinus,

and Aritlophanes, [all mentioned by Horace, 1. i. fat. 4. i.j

are the thrte greateft pceis of the old comedy, and were

contemporary, about 400 years before our Saviour. The
liberty which they took of naming notorious offenders,

fach as Cleon, Hypcrbolus, Cleophantes, &c. they often

abuled ; Cratinus did not fpare even the great Pericles, and

Ariftopbanes refpeded not the wifdom of Socrates. Not
contented with making men's actions the fubjefts of their

pieces, they rtprelented their faces to the life by means of

masks, which ueie made to refemble them. Dacier.

How clofeiy Foote, tliC modern Ariltophanes, tiod in the

Heps of thefe ancients is notorious.

alone.
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alone, of ihofe fefts efpccially which boaH: the

Gods as the fird promulgers of their dodlrine, fuch

as thofe of Pythagoras *, Plato, and Ariftorle, and

alfo thofe who follow Chryfippus f and Zeno |.

Not that we (hould liden to all, or to the tenets

of them all, but to thofe tenets only which ar-e

produdtive of piety : and as to the Gods, thefe

teach us, firfi:, that they are ; fecondly, that tiiey

regard things below § •, and laflly, that they do not

the leaft evil to nien or others, or are envious,

flanderous, or contentious, as has been .related by

our poets, but for which they are defpifed, while

the Jevvifh prophets, for (Irongly aiTerting the

fame, are admired by thofe wretches who adhere

to the Galileans |j. To us thofe Iiiflories are moft

fuitable which relate real fa6ts ; but let thofe fic-

tions, which the ancients have compofed in the

form of hiftories, be avoided ; fuch as love-tales,

* See p. 21. f See p. 8. % See p. 39.

% Thus St. Paul-T-Zv that comcth io God mjtji believe that

he is, and that he is a re-Mardcr of them that dilige/itlyfeek him,

Heb. xi. 6.

II
The fentiments of Julinn were exprefled in a (lyle of

farcadic wit, which inftifts a deep and deadly wound when-
ever it iffues from the mouth of a iovereign. As he was
fenfible that the Chrillians gloried in the name of their

Redeemer, h.e countenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the \ife

of the lefs honourable appellation of Galileans. Gieeon,
There might be a mixture of policy in it too, as know-

ing the efficacy of a nick -name to render a profeffion ri-

diculous. La Ble ierie.

This nick-name, .however, did not originate with Julian,

Epiftetus gave the Chriftians the fame appellation near 300
years before. See his Difcourfes IV. § 2. &c.

K 3 and
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and every thing in that flrain. As all ways * are

not proper for a pried
"f-,

but require being point-

ed out to him, neither does every kind of reading

fui[ him. For the mind is affected by books . and

the pallions, being foon raifed, on a fudden burft

forth inro a dreadful flame. Againft this, I think,

we fnould watchfully guard long before.

Let no admittance be given to the do£lrine of

Epicurus |., nor to that of Pyrrho §. The Gods

indeed

* This refers to the '' Sacred Way," a ftreet in Rome
fo called, becaufe the priefts went that way on the ides of

each month to facrilice. Horace met his Impertinent in it,

11}am forte 'via facra^ &:c. /. i. Sat. g.

f As to this mftitution there is a remarkable paflage of

Athenseus, at the end of his fixth book, where he treats

of the remains of ancient frugality and parfimony, which

were ftill ret:uned in the offices of religion :
" V/e xvtilk in

*' fome prefcribed and appointed ways ; we carry [m our
*' proceffions] and repeat in our prayers what we are en-
*' joined, and in our facrifices we a6l with fimplicity and
*' qeconomy. For we wear nothing more than nature re-

*' quires, either next to our bodies, or in our outward
*' garments; our cloaths and our flioes are cheap, and the
*' veiTeis with which we miniftsr are of earth or brafs."

Petau.

% Epicurus, the difciple of Xenocrates and Ariftotle^

fiippofed the world to be formed by chance, or a fortuitous

concouife of atoms. He maintained alio that pleafure was

the end of man, of which he conllituted fenfe the judge.

He denied the natural relation of mankind to each other,

taught irreligion and injuftice, and his principles led tp

oppreiTiun, adultery, and murder, in the opinion of Epic-

tcius and others.

§ Pyrrho, the founder of the feft of the Pyrrhonifls [or

Sceptic?], was born at Elis, and flour-flicd about the time

of Alexander. [He was contemporary alfo with Epicurus

and Theophraflus.] He held, that there is no ditfercnce

between jull and unjull, ^ood and evil ; that all things are

equally
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indeed have wifely aboliflied them, many of ihelr

writings being loft *
; but it cannot be improper to

mention them,for the fake of example, to (hew what

kind of books the priefts ought principally to ihun.

And if books, much rather (hould thoughts, b^
^

avoided. For the guilt of the mind, and that of

equally indifferent, uncertain, and undiflinguifliible ; that

neither our fenfes nor underitancUng give us either a true

or a falfe information : therefore, that we ought to give

them no credit, but to remain without opinion, without

motion, without inclination ; and to fay of every thing,

that it no more is than it is not; that it is no more one

thing than ano'^her ; and that againil one reafon there is

always an equal reafon to be oppofed. His life is faid to

have been conformable to his principles ; for that he never

avoided any thing; and his friends were obliged to follow

him, to prevent his running under the wheels of a coach,

or walking down a precipice. But thefe (lories perhaps are

nothing but mere invention, formed to expofe the abfur-

dlties of his lyflem. Once, when he faw his mafter An-
axarchus fallen into a ditch, he pafled by him, without

ottering him any affiilance. Anaxarchus was confiilent

enough with his principles not to fuffer Pyrrho to be blamed

for this tranquil behaviour; which he juftified, as a laudable

inftance of indifference, and want of affeftion. A fine

picture this of fceptical friendfliip :

For a more complete account of the fyfcem of Pyrrho,

fee Diogenes Laertius, in his life ; and Liplius Ma)iHdii£l.

ad Stoic. Philofoph. 1. ii. dif. 3. Mrs. Carter.
* The exultation of Julian that thefe impious fefts, and

even their writings, are extinguiflied, may be coniiflent

enough with the facerdotal charafter ; but it is unworthy
of a philofopher to willi that any opinions, and arguments

the moft repugnant to his own, fliould be concvaled from
the knowledge of mankind. Gii-EON.
" With the facerdotal charafter, of a Pagan or a Paplfi-,

" fuch exultation may be confiilent ;" but furely not with
that of a Protcllant, who is taught to "

j rove all things,"

and whole fecetHon from the church of Roiue was grounded
on freedcm of enquiry, and juftified by reafo.i.

K 4 the
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the tongue, are not, in my opinion, of an equal

dye ; but the mind fhould in the firil place be

guarded, as by it the tongue is taught to ofFenc^.

1 he hymns tlierefore of the Gods (hculd be

learned, which are many and beautiful, compoied

borh bv ancients and modv-rns ; and chiefly thofe

whic'i are fang in the temples. For mofl: of them

the Gods have by fupplications been induced to

deliver ; though fome, the efFafions of divine infpi-

raiion, and of fouls inacceffible to evil, have beea

made by men in honour of the Gods. Thefe de-

fcrve to be ftudied ; and the Gods (hould fre-

quently be addreifed, in private as well as in

public; generally three times a day; or, at lead,

at the dawn, and in the evening. Nor is it proper

for a priell to pafs. a whole day and night without

a facrifice ; for as the dawn is the beg'nning of

the day, fo is the evcn'ng of the night ; and

therefore it is reafonable to offer the fifl-fruits, as

it were, of both thefe intervals to the Gods when

we reft from our prieflly function. The rites that

are performed in the temples are performed in

obedience to the laws of our country, and neither

more nor lefs h required thjn they prefcribe.

Thefe are the property of the Gods. Therefore to

render them the more propitious, we fliould

imitate their nature : And indeed if w^e confifted

of fouls only, as the b )vly \vou'd then be no ob-

flmftion to us, it mi^^ht be proper to prefcribe a

particular mode of life to the pricfls. But fince

the
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the priefts do not merely cocfift of fouls *, that

which they are to ftudy in the time of their mi-

piflration is not the whole of their employment*

What then is allowable to one who is appointed

to the prieilly office at the feafons when he is not

engaged in his facred vocation ? I am of opinion

that a prieft fhould in every refpe6l be immaculate,

both by night and day ; that he iliould purify

himfelf every night with thofe luftrations that our

ordinances require; and that he (hould confine him-

felf within the precln6ts of the temple as many days

as the laws enjoin. To us at Rome thirty days -f

are commanded; other places differ. All thofe

days he fhould refide, I think, and philofophife in

the temple ; and not go either home, or to the

forum ; nor fee even a magi (Irate, except in the

temple ; but take upon himfelf the fupcrliitendence

of divine worfhip, and infpeft and regulate the

whole. Thofe days being completed, when ano-

ther has fucceeded to his office, and he returns to

the ordinary bufmefs of life, let him freely refort

* Something here is wanting ; I have fupplied it by
conjetture.

f It is renaarkable that the leaft refidence enjoined by
their local ftatutes to the prebendaries in moft of our ;

cathedrals confifts of exa(fl:ly the lame number of d:iys, vjz, ?

thirty. But their *' ftricl refidence," as it is called, being i

in general indilpeniible, of twenty-one days iu continuum^

is much lefs l>ri6t than that of thefe Pagan piiefts, as it is

fatisfied by their appearing in their flails once every day,

and lleeping in their houles every night. TNirty days re- '

fidence being enjoined (as above) at Rome to every prieft,
i

the nun^ber allotted to each temple muft have been twelve

at leafi.

• to
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to the houfes of his friends, and, when he is in-

vited, to the entertainments, not indeed of all, but

of perfons whcfe chara(flers are refpefipble. At

fuch times aifo there is no indecorum in his going,

but rarely, to the forum ; or in vifiting the duke "^

and prsefeft ^" of the province, and to the utmoft

of his power relieving theindigent.

Let me add, ti:!at I think it becoming for the

priefts to wear in the temple, during their mini-

ftration, a moft magnificent habit, but out of it a

common plain drefs. For it is abfurd to pervert

what is given us in honour of the Gods to the pur-

poses of pride and vanity. And therefore in the

forum we Ihould renounce our coflly veftments,

and totally relinquifh all odentation. The Gods,

admiring the modefly of Amphiaraus, though they

had doomed that army to dedru^lion, in which,

apprifed of this decree, he ferved, and therefore

his fate was inevitable, removed him from this life

to another, and gave him a divine inheritance. For

when all the chiefs who befieged Thebes infcribed

devices on their (hields -f before they were forged,

and thus ere(fl:ed trophies, as it were, on the ca-

lamiities of the Cadmeans j, this converfer with the

Gods went on that expedition with armour unin-

^ The military nnd civil comm?.nders, the general and

,

the governor. The toraier was Itvled i)>Ep.i;ir, or dux.

f The oilentatious devices, or armorial bearings ot thefe

chiefs, may be (ecu in .-Kkhylus.

X The Tliebans, fo called from Cadmus, the fuppofed

founder of their city.

3 fcribed^
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fcribcJ *, fo that even his enemies attefled his

clemency and moderation. Prieds therefore, I

think, lliould [imitate his example f], in order to

infure the favour of the Gods, f'or we offend

them not a little by expofing to the populace the

facred veflmenrs, and improperly divulging them

to the public view as a wonderful fight. From

whence it happens, as we are approached by many

who are impure, that the fymbols of the Gods are

defiled. But for us to wear the habit, and not to

lead the lives, of priefts, is in itfelf a fummary

* Thus JEfchylus, in his Seven Chiefs againfl; Thebes,

with awful port the prophet

Advanc'd his mafly ftiield, the (hining orb

Bearing no imprefs ; for his generous foul

Wiflies to be, not to appear, the bell § ;

Afid from the culture of his modeft worth

Bears the rich fruit of great and glorious deeds. Potter.
As this modeft and amiable augur was fighting bravely,

the earth opened beneath him, and he dcfcended alive to

the infernal regions, with all his arms, and in his chariot.

Statius has exerted the utmoft for.ce of his genius in de-

fcribing this righteous hero. Ibid,

Amphiaraus wearing his fliield entirely plain is ac-

counted for in the fame manner by Euripides, who has imi-

tated the above, in his Phoenician Virgins:——^ no unfeemly pride

In his armorial bearings was exprefs'd,

But on his modeft buckler there appear'd

A vacant field. Wodhull,
Homer ftyles him, OdyfT. xv. 245.

The people's faviour, and divinely wife,

Belov'd by Jove and him who gilds the Ikics. Pope, 274.
*' By Jove," fays Euftathius, " becaufe he was a king,

and by Apollo, becaufe he was a prophet."

f Scale fuch words are wanting here in the original.

§ EJft ^uam videri,

of



140 D U T I E S OF A P R I E S T.

of every tranfgrefTion, and the greatefl contempt

of the Gods. On that therefore I will be more

particular.

I addrefs you on this fubje£^, as I deem you a

model. At obfcene theatrical entertainments let

not a pried by any means be prefent ; nor admit

them in his own houfe ; as nothing can be more

unbecoming. And if fuch exhibitions could be

totally banifhe I from the flage, and if all houfes

could be kept pure from Bacchus *, I would ufe

myutmofl endeavours to effe£l fuch a reform. But

as I think this fcarce poffible, and, if it were, that

it might not be expedient, I have abandoned that

vain purfuit. I think it, however, highly proper

for priefts to abfent themfelves from theatres, and

to leave their lafcivioufnefs to the people. Let no

prielt therefore enter the theatre, nor form a

friendly connection with any aftor, or charioteer -f,

and

* That his own " cup" was " temperate" we have not

only his own word (Epifl. xlvi.) but that of his con-

temporaries. What he prnttikd he had therefore a right

to preach. St. Paul, in like manner, teaches his biihops

and deacons to be not ^iven to ivine^ to he lovers of hojpitality^

lofers of good men, jvjl^ ^^^^y-t temperate^ &c. And, though

omitted here,Julian direfts his priefts alfo to be no JlrikerSy

in a particular Epiltle (the Lxud ] on that fubjcd.

j- Thofe who drove the chariots in the Circenlian or

public games, whofe company, like that of our Mack legSy

was fluinned by ail who had a regaid for their own repu-

tation. Nero therefore could not more^effeftually degrade

his own character than by afluming that. Had he been a

Britifli prince, he would have rid his own horfes at New-
inarket, or driven a liage-coach on the road. Adors were

viewed by Julian, and the lovers of decorum, in the fame

difgracc-
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and let no dancer or mimic approach his door. I

allow the priefls to -go only, if ihcy pleafe, to the

facred games ; provided they are thofe at which

women are forbidden not only to enter the lifts *,

but to be prefent. As to the hunting-matches which

are exhibited in fome cities within the theatres
•f',

need I fay, that from them not merely the prietls,

but even their fons, Ihould be excluded ?

difgraceful light. Though JEfopus in extravagance might
rival Cleop-'.tra, neither he nor Rofcius was deemed, like

our Garrick. a companion for priefls and fenators.

* Juvenal (Sat. I.) mentions the women in his time as

ambitious of fliewing their courage in encountering '.vild

beafts, though with the forfeiture of their m.odeliy.

Cu/fz Mavia Tufcum

Figat aprum^ StC.

When the mannifh whore

Shakes her broad fpear againft the Tufcan boar.

Dryden.

Martial compliments the emperor Domitian on the fame

account ; and the women are expofed by Juvenal (Sat. VI.)

for engaging even as gladiators. Kennet.

t The l^enatio dlrcfticnlsktms to ha'.-e been an institution

of the later Emperors. The middle part of the Circus

being fet all over with trees, removed thither by maia

force, and faftened to huge planks, which were laid on the

ground ; thefe, being covered uith earth and turf, repre«

fented a natural forcft, into which the beafts being let from

the cai'eee, or dens under ground, the people at a figa

given by the Emperor fell to hunting them, and carried

away what they killed to regale upon at home. The beafls

ufually given were boars, deer, oxen, and fheep. Ibid.

The am.phitheatral beafts lometimcs broke loofe from

their dens, and made great havock in the city, as is men-
tioned by Pliny, Ammianus, and others.

For Cmilar hunting-matches in the Greek amphitheatres

bears and panthers v>ere provided, as Julian mentions ia

his xxxvth Epiilie, for the Argives.

I fliould
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I fhould perhaps have previoufly mentioned

from whence, and how, the priells fliould be

chofen. But there is no impropriety in making

this the dole of my difcourle. Let thern confift

of perfons of the befl: characters in every city.

In the firft place, they (bould be ardent lovers of

the Gods ; and, fecondly, of mankind alfo *
j of

the poor as well as the rich. As to that, let no dif*

tinclion be made between the noble and the mean.

For he whom his modefty fequeflers is by no

means to be rejefted on account of the obfcurity

of his merit. Therefore, though a man be poor,

or a Plebeian, if he have thefe two endowments,

love towards the Gods, and love towards men *,

let him be elected into the priefthood. His love

towards the Gods will appear by his inflru^ing

"his family in religious duties ; and his love

towards men by his diftributing from a little

liberally
-f-

to the neceihtous, by giving with a

willing mind, and endeavouring to do as much

good as poffible. But this part requires the ut-

mofl: attention, as fome preventive remedy mud be

provided.

* What are thefe but the two Chriflian commandments,

the love of God and of our neighbour, on which, fays our

Saviour, hang all the lavo and the prophets P

f Thus Tobit, iv. 8. If thou haji abundance, give almt

accordingly : if thou ha<vs but a little^ be not afraid to give ac"

cording to that little,

Obferving,
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Obferving, I fuppofe, that our prieds ncgle<51:

the poor *, the impious Galileans have adopted

this philanthropy, and on the lemblance of this

dury have founded a mofl enormous crime ; like

thofe who allure children with cakes, which hav-

ing given them twice or thrice, they inveigle them

from their parents, and, conveying them on Ihip-

board, fell them in diftant countries ; and thus

for a iranfient fvveet the remainder of their lives

is imbittered -j-. In the fame manner, they, be-

* The author miifc have known, from the facrcd books

which he read as le£lurer,in the church of Nicomedia,

that this was an unfair reprefentation, and that the Chrif-

tians had a prior and much more cogent obligation in their

divine law, whofe characSteriilic is philanthropy and vmi

verfal benevolence. But he is not afliamed firfl: to plunder

and then to revile it.

t He infmuates, that the ChriiVians, imder the pretence

of charity, inveigled children from their religion and pa-

rents, conveyed them on fliip-board, and devoted thofe

viftims to a life of poverty or fervitude, in a, remote

country. Had this charge been proved, it was his duty not

to complain but to punifh. GiBEOhf.

Though I have tranfcribed this note, T cannot aflent to

the conllruction which the ingenious writer has put upoa
the fcntiments of Julian in the iirft part of it. The " in-

veigling of children," (above-mentioned) I apprehend to

be only (as I have tranflated it) "by way of fimile ;" nor

is it faid or implied that Chriftiahs only were the inveiglers.

The fimile, as iifual, begins with na-'^ff (" A's") and the

application is made by Tot avrot y.ai xvlot TopTrov (" Thev, in
** like manner") fo that the charge againft the Chriftians

is confined to their charity and miniltration to the poor
(^Forgi've them this ivrong!^ for which indeed (as' above

remarked) Juliati alTigns an unworthy and dilingenuous

motive, qualified by a " fuppofe" (oiy.:**) which he could

not really " fuppofe" to be true. But ready as he was
to caluu:n:ate the fairhfnl, let us not impute to him
charges which he never brought.
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ginning with what they call a love-feaft, and a

hofpital *, and the mini dry of tables f (for, as the

work, fo alfo is the word, frequent among them),

pervert the faithful to impiety
J.

* * * * * *

* " Hofpital" {vTro^o^n) I have here reftored to its ori-

ginal fenfe, as derived from hofpitium^ ^ fenfe which, from

the difufc of fuch charitable foundations for age and want,

independently of accidents and difeafes, feems almofl: loft

amongft us, the term being now generally confined to

receptacles for cafualty and ficknefs. But the hofpitals

eftabliflied by our anceftors, in the true primitive fpirit of

the gofpel, at and near Canterbury, at Guildford, Croydon,

&c. which are flill in being, were appropriated, in the

former fenfe, to the lodging and relief of the old and ne-

ceffitous.

-j- Aiaxo»»«? Tpa7r£^«v. The fame expreffion is ufed by St,

Luke, in A£ls vi. 2.

From hence it appears, as has been related by Ter-

tullian and others, that, on account chiefly of the poor,

thofe common tables, common banquets, Ko»va» T^«TE^a((,

xojvat fn'xta*, as the ancient teachers of the Chriftians after-

wards called them, [mifprinted £t,'%*'Kia». See Athenreus,

/. VIII. c. 16.] were furniflied by the rich. And alfo, as

is mentioned by Theophanes, that xenodochia^ or receptacles,

were built for receiving any foreign poor, whether Gen-
tiles or Chriftians ; and in the fame place he informs us of

the certain quantity of corn which was diftributcd in the

province of Galatia for the relief of ftrangers and the poor.

Spanheim.

\ The Fragment here ends abruptly. Other charges,

equally abfurd, might perhaps follow ; though, as this is

ftyled the " clofe" of it (t«s ^cyss ?ie|«»), it could not be

much longer.

THE
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JoLiAN. T T is the fcafpa of the Saturnalia |; the

-^ God therefore alPows us to be inerrv

;

but as I have no talent, for rtlie ludicrous, I am

inclined, my friend, to blend wifdorn with mirth.

Friend.

** Julian compofed this fatire after he tvas Empetor.

I woiild fay, that the friend with whom he conveffes was
cither Salluil the Second, or Saikift praefed of Gaul, if

the fatire of the Csfars were tlie fame as the work, en-

titled, The Saturnalia, as he leems to fay himfelf [Oralt.

IV.) that he had addrelTed that to Salliift. But a paifage

in the Saturnalia, quoted by Suidas, and which is pot in

tlie' Cxfars, proves that they were different works. JThat'
pufiage is as foUous : " But we believe EnVpedofirtius |

" and Pythagoras, and what, derived from ilieni. has been
*' delivered by Heraclides ^ of Pontus, and vVas lately

" communicated to us by that excellent hierophant;
*' Jamblichus."] It is needlefs to add that the word
Cafar here means Emperor. Even after thst nartie hud

been appropriated to a new dignity, the Augulli. ftill rt*-

tained it, though thofe v. ho were only C^fars; never bore

,the name of Emperors or x'\ngufti. , La .Br.iir.ERiE.

Julian composed this fatire in rhe winter:that he fper.t-

aV(^onilaatinpp|e^-.
.

,,
..:,/,,.,, ^uidas.

I He fix<Si^ on Natortl Hinory. .r . ^'. -',

J\tl!an riWttonV'Hi'iVi a!fo iri ihe FfJglsient,- by the rtimfe cf •" tlie gfrst'

E-in|Jtdo'ti:nu«»Jtian<i cLiires hitn wiih Socrates aild Dion, ss being' up. uvJy

p\i: to drath. ^.. . . . ,. ;, ,"
,

,•

.'§ "A nsfivc'of Henctea in Pontus, a hearef of Pl'ato, sfnd ArfioOc. Hz
leTi^fevrraf .^«/^'!ts,*^eDUfaera^K•d by' DrogerieJ' L^rriut/lAlc afl nb\,V lo!i. A
htile tie»tir«' •• tji Cumii^odwc ;!cli:" is however afcnbcil to him.

Vol. I. L The

Drc
.6 I.
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Friend. Can any one, Caefar, be fo abfurd as

to joke ferioufly ? I always thought that this was

intended only for relaxation, and to alleviate care.

Jul.

The book of Henry Stephen?, preferved in the London
library, mentions, in the Catalogue of his books, StjUTrca-i&c,

r, Kpovia;, (*' The Banquet, or Saturnalia,") and does ncrt

name the Cxfars. Petau.
The philofophical fable, which Julian compofed under

the name of the Casfars, is one of the moll agreeable and

inftruftive produrtions of ancient wit. Spanheim, in his

preface, has moil learnedly difcufled the etymology, origin,

refemblance, and difagreement of the Greek Satyrs, a

dramatic piece, which was afted after the tragedy, and the

Latin Satires (from Satura), a mifcellaneous compoiition,

either in profe or vcrfe. But the Ca^fars of Julian are of

Inch an original caft, that the critic is perplexed to whieh

clafs he fliould afcribe them. The value of this agreeable

compofition is enhanced by the rank of the author. A
prince who delineates with freedom the vices and virtues of

his prcdeceflbrs, fubfcribes, in every line, the cenfure, or

approbation, of his own conduct. Gibbon,
Thus agreeable, and thus inftruftive, it feems extra-

ordinary that this fliould be the firft attempt (at leaft I

know of no other) to tranllate the Ca;fars into Englifli.

-j- The feftivals of Saturn were inflitutcd in the conful-

lliip of Sempronius Atratinus, and Minucius ; or, accord-

ing to others, in that of Titus Lartius. Others make
them comirience in the time of Janus, king of the Abo-
rigines, who received Saturn in Italy, furvived him, and

placed him among the Godb. The better to reprefent that

peace and abundance which were enjoyed in the reign of

that God, thefe fellivals palled in entertainments and re-

joicings. • The Romans quitted the /^i^rt, and appeared in'

public in an tmdrefs. They fcnt prelents to each other as

on new-year's day. Games of chance, forbidden at other

tirTiCS, were then allowed, the fenate adjourned, the bu-

finefs of the bar.ceale.d, ,and the fchools were Ihut. The
children proclaimed the feilival.. by running through thc'^

Hreets, and crying /<? Saturnalia, In ancient times it was-

held on the i"7tK of DccemDer, according to the year of

Nunia,
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Jul. You are in the right ; but that is by tio

rticans my difpolition ; as I have never been ad-

difted to feoffs, fat! re, or ridicule. Iti order, how-

ever, to comply with the Ordinance of the God,

fhall I, by way of amufement, repeat to you a

fable, which you will not perhaps be difpieafed

to hear?

Friend. You will oblige me. For I am fo far

from defpifing fables, that I value thofe which

have a moral tendency, being of the fame opinion

with you, and your, or rather our, Plato, who has

difcufied many ferious fubje(fls in fi(flions,

Jul. True.

Friend. But what, and whofe, fhall it be?

Jul. Not an ancient one, like thofe of JECop,

but a fiftion from Mercury. This I will repeat to

you as I received it from that God, and whether

it contain truth, or falfhood blended with truth, I

will leave you to judge when you have heard it.

Friend. Enough, and more than enough, of

preface. One would think you were going to de-

liver an oration rather than a fable. Now then

proceed to the difcourfe itfclf.

Numa, and continued only one day. Julius Caefar, when
he reformed the calendar, added two days to that month,

which were inferted before the Saturnalia, and given to

that feftival. Auguftus afterwards added to it a fourth day,

and the Emperor Caius a fifth, named Juvenalia. In thefc

five days was included that which was appropriated to the

worfliip of Rhea, called Opalla. There was afterwards

celebrated for two days the feftlval in honour of Pluto,

called Sigillarla (or feaft of ftatues) from fome fmall

images that were offered to that God. All thefe feftivals were

appendages to the Saturnalia, which thus lafted feven whole

days, from the 15th to the 21ft of December. Sanado.v.

L 2 Juf.»
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Jui^ Attew^.
^ -f^.'^^X

koniujusj facrific'ing at the Saturnalia, Jnvlted

all the Gpds, and Caefars aifo, to a banquet.

Cpuche^s \v€re prepared for the re^^ptipj;! of the

Gods on th^ fummit.of heaven, on ,,; ,^f^

J
Olyrnpus, the firm manfion of th' Iirjmortals *^.,

Thither, it is faid, like Hercules, Quirinus af-

cended.^ For thus, in compliance with the rumour

of his^ divinity, we mufl ftyle Romulus. Beiow

the moon, in the higheft region of the- air, a

repali was .^lyen to the Ciefars. . Thi.th^r they

were wafted^, aijd there thej? were buoyed. up, by

the lightnefs of the bodies with which they were

invefted,- and the revolution of the moon. Four

cquches -j*-, of exquifite w.or^manfliip, were fpr^ad

for the jiiperior Deities,. .. That of Saturn was

formed of ppliftjed ebopy, vyhich Tefle^e<;l fuch a^

divine lijftr<5 asL was. infi^ppqrf.ablp. For pn view-

ing this ebony the eye v/as as much dazzled by the

excefs of light, as it is by gazing ftedfailjy on the

ful^. Thar of Jupiter was n^pre fpi«efidid, than

filver, and too white to be gold, bju; wh<?!:hcr this

Ihould be called elecirum %, ot vvh^t, qt|ier name

fliQurd

t The Rornafi mode offecllning, at thtir meals, oa.

beds Or couclics, is too well kapwn to need exj)lanation.

Every couch held three.

* Pure gold was in ufe to the days of Alexander Scvenis,

who permitted a fifth part of filver to be mjxcd\vitK.four

parts.of gold. This they .called, f/r^r;^;?;; and,. in. cppfqv,

qucncc of his regulations, .medgjs \v,ere.conrecra^g^^tp^J[ym^

iithc rellbj^eT of fhe coia ; 'a coif^timent 4ilQ•^yifh'.?flu?l,^;.
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Hioulct ht- divert if^ Mercar}^ though hie 'had eni'

quired' Mof the metallifts, Coiild hot precifely hi-

form me. •

On each "fide bf them fat on gold'en thrones the

niother and the daughter, Juno near Jupiter, Rhea

near Saturn. On the beauty of the Gods Mercury

did not defcant ; as that, he faid, tfanfcended my
faculties, and was impoflible for 'him' to exprefs.

For no ternis level to my comprehenfion, however

eloquent; could fufficiently extol or do ju'flicc to

the ininiitabre beauty of the Gods.

Thrones, or couches, were prepared for all the

dther'Deities, according to their feniority. As to

this, there was no difagreement ; for, as Homer,

inftrufted, no doubt, by the Mufes thernfelve?,

obferves, '*' each God has his 6\vn throne afiighe^!.

** htm, where he Is firttily and ini'mbveably fixed *.^'"

When therefore they rife at the entrance of fheir

Father, they never confound or change their

feats, or infringe on thofe p;f- others. Evefy one

knows hi? proper ftation. ,: ,0. ' " r

Thus ^1mhe Gods' bemg feated ' fri* a ". ch'cle,

Silenus f fondly placed himfelf near young and

beautiful

juftice to the providence of the prefent rnoft au^ft Sove-

reign of Great Britain; who, in this atid rti'aiiy 6tKer' f6-

fpefts, may be compai'ed to that moftexcelknt arid virtrnvuft

Emperor. GlariCe,'

Julian (ais will be obfervcd in the fcqtiel) has' ndt dbn'd

juftice to this prince. . :
; :

* I do not recoiled this paflage in Homer, nor hdfr the

Iiidexofi Seberus enabled me to find it. ..:

t The- mixed charaeler of Silenus is fineljf jJ^hted'in the

lixth- eplogue of Virgil. Gib&oti.

L 3 Senrius
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beautiful Bacchus (who was clofe to his father

Jupiter), as his fofter-father and. governor, di-.

verting the God, who is a lover of mirth and

laughter, with his facetious and farcafliq fayings.

As foon as the table was fpread for the Csefars,

the firft who appeared was Julius C^sar. Such

was his paflion for glory, that he feemed willing

to contend for dominion with Jupiter himfelf. Si-

Jenus, obferving him, fiiid.,
'* Behold, Jupiter, one

*' \yho has ambition enough, to endeavour to de-

*' throne you : He is, you fee, ftrong and hand-

•* fome, and, if he refembles me in nothing elfe,

" his head, at leaft, is, certainly the fellow of

" mine *."
>

Amidft ttiefe jok^s of Silenus, to vyhich the

Gods paid little attention, Octavianus entered.

He aflumed,. like a cameiion, various colours, at

firit appearbg pale, then black, dark, and cloudy f,

. ^..^ and,
mil •••/^

Semiis remarks that V~r'gil toot the hint of his Silen-js

from Theopompus. According to our ideas of the Heathen

Godi, the part affigned, tp^^iim byi Julian feems rather

more fuit;ibie to iMomus. -

* It fhould be remembered thdtSilenus was reprefehfed

very Ihort, fiat-nofed, with large eyes, and a fat paunch.

Casfar, on the contrary, was tall, well-made, and of a

genteel {hape. His aquiline hofe, his piercing eyes, and

his noble air feemed to announce the maflerof the world.

But he was bald, like Silenus, which fo much concerned

him, that of all the diftindions that were laviftied upon him

by the Roman fenute and people, none, it is faid, gave him
more pleafure than that of always wearing a crown of

laurel. Le Bleterie.

t This marks the various characters which the policy of

Auguftus knew bow to affunie, as occafion required ; the

fupple-
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and, at laft, exhibiting the charms of Venus and

the Graces. In the luQre of his eyes he feemed

willing to rival the fun * ; nor could any one en-

counter his looks. •* Strange !" cried Silenus ;

** what a changeable creature is this ! what mif-

" chief vvill he do us!" ' Ceafe trifling,' f.iid Apollo,

* after I have configried him to Zeno, I will ex-

* hibit him to you pure as gold. Hark ye,' added

he to that philoibpher ;
* Zeno, undertake the care

' of my pupil f/ He^ in obedience, fuggefllng to

fupplenefs with v^hich he cringed Rt firfc to the republican

party, his cruelty in the proscription, &c. his condu6t

compounded both of good and evil till
. he had deliroyed

the Triumvirs his collegiies ; and, lafiiy, the gentlenefs

and equity of hi's government when he was abfoliite mafter.

On his deathrbed he afked his friends, whether he had
performed his part well in the world ; ecquid lis i-iJortxr

Tvimum vitce cvmmode tranfegiffc? He might have been an-

fwered, that the aftor was inimitable, and that the piece

would have been applauded without exceprion, if its be-

ginning had been lefs tragical. Ib'uJ.

^~ Thefe particulars are found in Suetonius :
" His

" eyes were bright and lively, and he affected to have it

*' thought there was a certain divine vigour in them, and
*' was wonderfully pleafed, if any one, when he looked
•' earneftly upon him, turned down his eyes to the ground,
<' as at the luftre of the fun." Suet. Aug. c. 79. UiiL

This image employed by Julian, in his ingenious fiiflion,

ia juft and elegant ; but when he confiders this change of

charafter as, real, and afcribes it to the power of philo-

fophy, he does too much honpur to the power of philo-

fophy and to Oclavius. Gibf.ox.

f It is pretended that the converfation of the pliilofn-

phers, in particular that of Athenodorus the Stoic, con-

tributed greatly to correal the faults of Augullus. Atheno-
dorus fliall be mentioned in theclofe of thefe reroarks. Let
it; be obferved, by the way, tl\at Julian places the philor

fophers in heaveji, with the exception, no doubt, of Epi-

curus and Pyrrho,whofe tenets hedetelled. La BLtifcRff-:.

L 4 hiia
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him a very few precepts, as if he had muttered

the incantations of Zamol^i'Si fopn rendered hirn

vviic and virtuous.

The third who approached' waX Tiberius, with

a grave, but fierce afpe£l, appearing at once both

wife and rriartial. As he turned to fit. down,, his

back difplaj'ed feveral fears, fome cauteries and

fores, fevere ftripes and bruifes, fcabs and tumours,

imprinted by lull and intemperance. Silenus then

favinp;,

*' Far diif'rent now thou feemefl: than before *",

in a much more ferious tojaej,,*- Why fo grave, mjr

' dear?' faid Bacchns. '**^That old fatyr, " replied

*' he, has terrified, me, arid made me, inadvertently

*/ quote a line of Homer.'' ' Take- care that he

* does not a! To pull your ears,' faid Bacchus ; * for

\ thus, it is faid, he treated a certain'grammarian f
.*

«« He

This is what Telemach'u$ fays', ui the xvith book of the

Odyfley, to his hither UlylTes, whom he did not yet

know," and in whofe outward appearance jNlinerva had juil;

wroxight a nietamorphplis. La Ble.terie.^
,

" Before," in Englilh, is. as equivocal as 7r-afot9Ejf, jq

Greek. This the French tranjlator, as, he obferVes, could

not retain, auparayant not^ fi-gnifylng the fame as par

dc-vant.

"'

f This fact is unknown; But we know that Tiberius had

at his table feme men' of ifearning (they were at that time

diiiinguidied by tlie name of grammarians'), whom he

delighted tb embarnlf^ bfy frivb.loiis and abfurd -queftions.

He a Iked them, for inlVa'n.r'e, who was the mptlitr of He-
cuba ;\v]vat narne Achillas' b,ore. .at the court of Lyco-

mecies'; what the Sirens lurig, Sic. Thofe who had the

niisforturie to difpleafe thigty'rant did not always efcape fo

well as he whom juliap mentions. As the queftions of

Tiberius
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" He had better," returned Silenus, ** bemoan

**. himfeif' in his foHcary ifland (meaning Caprei^e)

** and tear the face of feme miferable fiflierman *."

While they were thus' joking, a dreadful

monfter [Caligula] appeared. The Gods avert-

ing their eyes, Nemefis delivered him to the aveng-

ing Furies, who immediately threw him into

Tartarus, without allowing Silenus to accoft him.

But on the approach of Claudius, Silenus began

to fing the beginning of the part of Demofl:-

lienes in the Knights of Arillophanes |, cajoling

Clau-

Tiberlus often related to what he had read, the gram-
marian Scleucus took care to learn what books the Em-
peror was reading. Tiberius being apprifed of it, not

contented with banifliing him from the palace, forced him
to deitroy himfeif. Suet. Tlbei-. 70 and 56. La Bletesie,

* A few days after Tiberius had retired into the ifland

cf Capreo;, a fiflierman came over the rocks, and pre-

fcnted him with a barbel of an extraordinary fize. Tiberius,

who rhoiight himfeif in this retreat inaccelTible, being ter-

rified at the boldncfs of this fiflierman, ordered his face

to be fcratched with his rifh. And the poor man rejoicing

that he had not alfo prefented him with a monftrous crab

that he had caught, Tiberius commanded his face to be

torn with the crab. Suet. Tib. 60. Ibid,

-]- In the firfl fccne of that comedy, whofe obje6l is t.o

depreciate in the eyes of the people one Cleon, who had
gained their entire confidence, Demofthenes and Nicias,

ivvo Athenian generals, complain bitterly of the tyranny

which this new-comer exercifes in the houfe, meaning the

ilacc, over the other Haves, that is, thofe who had a fliarc

in the government. *' Alas! alas!" fays Demofthenes,
*' ho%v much reafon we have to complain! May the juft

*' Gods confound that wicked Paphlagonian, both him and
*' his projects ! That flave, lately purchafed, fince he has
" been introduced into the family, inceflantly beats the

" fervaats,"

'53
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Claudius. Then turning to Qiiirinus, " You
** are unjuft," faid he, " to invite your defcendanc

** withput: his freed-rn^.n, Narpiirus and Pallas.

** But,, ,befides |heiri, .yqu Ihould alio fend for hi§

•*. v.:ife Meffalina, for without them, he appeajrs

** like guards in a tragedy, mute and inanimate."

While Siknus was fpeaking, Nero entered,

playing on his harp, and crowned \vlth laurel. Si-

lenus tHeo turned tOr,Apollo, and faid, *' This mau
•' jnakes you. his mode^"

,

' I fliall foon uncrown

* hiiTif* replied Apollo :
' he did not imitate me in

* every thing, and when he did, he was a bad imi-

* tator.': Cacytus therefore inftantly fwept him

awa\f, divefted of his prbwn.

*^'fervanfs." AnTC--ig the Greeks, the term Faphlagom'aii

n-.as' hn afiront.; it meant a Barbnrian, a blockhead, a

ftammerer. In every fenfe it fillted the Emperor Claudius,

whcwaa bjorn in the Gauls ; who, ^vith fome learning and

genips;, -never rcafoncd when he was in tear, and he was in

fear d\iring hi? whole life, even on the throne; and his

words v."e re fo L^ndiy articiibted, that he could fcarce be

iinderifcood. But the PaphiHgonian of Ariftophanes ill-

treated. tlie flnves ; while the Paphlagonian of Silenus was

governed ar.d ill-treated by the ilaves. Claudius was al-

xvays the'fervant of his freed-meii. He only complained

of it, and that even in the fc'nute. He fild there one day,

fpeaking of a certr.in ficcd-woman of his mother," She
** has always ecnfidered me as her mafter. I fay it to her
'' commendation, becaule there are at this time fome in

" my.cv.n'fan.i'y who do not tbink me their mafter." Suet.

Clara}, :59. The mixture of trutli and irony, in the verfes

©f Ariltophnnes applied to Claudius, throws,! think, more

huniour into the pitafr.ntry of Silenus. . M. Spanheim has

bui half uncl.rfiood it. La Bletf.p jr..

After
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After him, feeing many come crowding together,

ViNDEX *, Otho, Galea, Vitellius, Silenus

exclaimed ;
*' Where, ye Gods, have you found

" fuch a multitude of monarchs ? We are fuffocated

" with fmoke ; for beafts of this kind fpare not

*' even the temples of the Gods f." Jupiter then

looked at his brother Serapis |, and faid, pointing

to Vespasian, ' Send this mifer, asfoon as poffible,

* out of iEgypr, to extinguish thefe flames. Bid

* his eldcfl fon [Titus] folace himfelf with a profti-

* C. Julius Vindex, governor of Celtic Gaul, defcended

from the ancient kings of Aquiraine, was the firft who re-

volted from Nero. Virginius Rufus, governor of Upper
Germany, marched againll him ; but the two generals had
a conference, in which they agreed againft the tyrant

:

this, however, did not prevent the two armies from en-

g3g'"o> ill fpite of Virginius and Vindex, who could not

reilrain them. The latter was defeated, and killed him-
felf in defpair. Julian thinks that he defigned to make
himfelf Emperor. Yet he had written to Galba to offer

him his forces and allegiance, if the latter would accept

the empire. La Bleterie,

t Silenus has here chiefly in view tlie burning of the

famous temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, which was perpe-

trated under Vitellius, and by thofe of his party. This
paflage, which throws light on what Vefpafian fays after-

wards, and to which the Latin tranflators, not even F,

Petau, have attended, I have correfted from an excellent

Greek MS. of the works of Julir^n. Spanheim.

t Julian (Orat, iv.) fays, that " Serapis is the fame
*' as Pluto," to whom he aliigns fome fundiorts very dif-

ferent from thpfe which are afcribed to him by the poets.

Here Jupiter addreffes himfelf to Serapis, becaufe V<?fpafiau

was firft acknowledged by the legions that were in itgypt,

and proclaimed in Alexandria, July i, 69. The years of

his reign are reckoned from this day. Befides, it is pre-

tended that this prince had received feveralftriking marks of

the protection of Serapis. Tacit. Ann, iv. 81. La Bleterie.

Vol. J. L 6 * tute,
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' tute ^, but chain his younger fon [Domitian f],

* near the Sicihan tyger
J.'

Then

* Milot, Tnj A(P(oJn*)? TYit va.t^yiij.a, cum Venere puhlica. The
manners of Titus, before he was Emperor, were far from

irreproachable. See ^uct. Tit. 7. His paffion for Berenice

was very fcandalous. The tragedy of Racine has long

accuftonied the French to confider her as a virtuous prin-

cefs, worthy to afcend the throne of the Ca:fars. Great

poets fometimes determine reputations unjuflly. Virgil and

Racine have made two celebrated queens what they were

not. The prudence of Berenice was always very equivocal

at leall. She became a widow very young ; and her zeal

for the Jewifli religion, which fhe profefled, did not pre-

vent her being accui'ed of entertaining more than friendfhip

for her brother Herod Agrippa. In order to put a ftop

to a report fo injurious to her honour, (lie married Pole-

mon, king of Cilicia, after having obliged him to embrace

Judailm ; but fhe did not live long with him, and left him,

it is faid, through libertinifm. This account, taken fidhi

Jofephus, makes me lufpeft that flie is principally alluded

to by Silemis, under the name of Venus puhlica. If the

colours feem too Itrong, let it be remembered, that thofe

of fatire in general, and of this in particular, are not al-

ways exaft. Is Julian, for inilance, excufiible in faying

nothing of the good qualities of Titus, and in charafter-

jfing him only by one vice, which ought fcarce to be ad-

mitted into his portrait, even by way of fliade, as he was

diverted of it when he was Emperor ? " This report,"

fays Suetonius, " turned to his advantage, and was after-

*' wards changed into the higheft praifes : when there was
*' found in him no one vice, but, on the contrary, the moft
*' confummate virtues He immediately difmiffed

* Berenice from the city, with the utmoll reluctanca

** on both fides." All that can be faid in excufe of

Julian is, that the reign of Titus was fo fliort, that one

cannot venture to afiirm, that his manners were really

changed. This was probably the idea of the poet Au-
fonius, when he llyled him " happy in nor having reigned
*' \ong:'^ Fflix h-evltaie rcgenJi. LaBletekie.
The reverie of this, Lifelix Irevitatc regcndi^ M. de la

Bleterie applies to Jovian, as a motto to his Hiftory of tiiat

prince.

The
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Then came, an old man [Nerva §], of a beauti-

ful afpecl (for even old age is fometinies beautiful),

io his manners mod gende, and in his adminif-

traiion mild. With him Silenus was fo delighted,

that he remained filent. ' What!'faid Mercury,

* have you nothing to fay of this man ?' " Yes,

*' by Jupiter," he replied •,
*' for I charge you all

" with partiality, in fuffering chat blood-ihiril^t

*' mo.nfter to reign fifteen years, but this' man
" fcarce a whole year." * Do not complaio/,

aufwered Jupite^ij' many good princes fhalt fuc>>

* ceed him.'- -''- ' '

'

''' ' '

Trajan inamediately entered,, bearing od hi?

flipvilders theGetic jj and Parthian trophies. Siletttii?;^

obferving him, faid, in a low voice, but' loud

enough to .be heard, *' Our lord J<jpiter muft

" now be careful, or he will not be able to Icee^

" Ganymede to himfelf!" After him advanced a,

f The cruelties of Domitian ar^e well kijo\»£.

% Phaiaris. ^ •

I Nerva, when he was faifed to the empire, wis Itjtty-

three years old, at leaft. LaBleierie.^

I; Though the name, of Getes uas given more peculiarly:

to the nations beyond the Danube, who, bordered: on. t|)ei

mouths of that river, the Greeks gave the fame name
alfo to the Dacians, that is, the Tranfylvanians^ tlie WaU
tachians, and the i\Ioldavian3. Trajan lp|)dued th-err.. Iq

J^is reign the power of the Roman;* was ai the. greaf^i^

height it bad ever attained. In the North, he- red^Qe^

Dacia to a province, In the Eaft, he made himi'eU, njiaftef;

of Armenii, Mefopotamia, and AiTyria. Th? Parthian*^

to whom he had given a king, were in fame fort b.«W^?i*

fijbjeill to the Romir.s, /A-Vk ^^ :,...:

A \o si£t .. •
-.

. .;

'
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venerable fage [Hadpian], with a long beard *
i

an adept in mufic, gazing frequently on the heavens,

and

* Hadrian was the firft of the Emperors who wore a

beard. '* He let his grow," fays Spartianus, '* in order to

** conceal feme natural defofiiiity ;" vt -vuhiera^ qua in fade
vaturalia erant, tegtret. In reading the hiltory of Hadrian,

and even the little which Julian fays of him in this fatirc^

I am ftruck with fome marks of refemblance between thcfe

two Emperors. They had both as mtich geftius as it was

poffible to have, and of the fame kind. They were greedy

of glory, jocofe, and farcaftic, fond to extravagance of

the Greeks and the Grecian literature, both friends of

the arts and fciences, both authors, both full of zeal for

idolatry, fuperftitious, perfecutors, ailrologers, defirous of

knowing every thing, perpetually inquifitive, fo as to be

accufed of magic, fickle, obilinate, lingular, and vain of

being fo. They both made very wife laws, and performed

many a6ls of mercy. Hadrian fometimes feemed cruel,

and it is faid that Julian was humane only through vanity.

Julian had not the infamous vices of Hadrian, and was not

even fufpe£ted of them ; but he had almoft all his faults

and abfurdities. La Bleterie.

More flriking to me are fome marks of refemblance

which may be traced between this Imperial fophift and the

royal philofopher of Sans-fouci. Both are authors of no

fniall repute in various branches of literature. The Me-
moire of himfclf and his family, which Julian has inferted

in his Epillle to*the Athenians, may be compared with

thofe of the Houfe of Brandenburgh, and the Hiftory of

his Gallic campaigns, now loil, but mentioned by Libanius,

with the Commentaries, yet unpubliflied, of the PrulTian

monarch. Thatjulian was a poet as well asFrederick, appears

from a collection of his verfes mentioned alio by Libanius

{Orat. parent. ^. i6i.) though two fmall pieces (which I

have quoted and tranflated in the notes on theMifopogon),

are all that now remain. Both folaced their leifure with

the charms of raufic. The epiiHes of both have an air of
,

familiar elegance. If the Casfar lamented the lofs of his

friend Salluft, recalled by his jealous coufm,. the prince

deplored the fate of his favourite Kat, condemned to

death by his cruel father. Both w.ere married, early in

'life,
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and curioufly inveftigating the abftrufefl: fubjeds •^.

** What,** faid Silenus, tbink you of this Sophift ?

** Is he looking for Antinous-f? If fo, one of

** you may tell him that the youth is not here,

life, by their predeceflbrs, to princcfies next of their ou-a

choice, yet neither of them was ever charged with. any

illicit amour, " The chaitity of Julian," fays Mr.
Gibbon, *' is confirmed by the impartial teftiraony of
*' Ammianus, and by the partial filence of the Chrillians."

" Fortune," faid the Pruffian hero, after his defeat at

Kolin, *' is a female, and I am no gallant." The Roman
carried the fimplicity of his drefs to an indecent extra-

vagance ; his beard and its inlwbitants, his inky nails, &c.

are recorded by himfelf. The German, by the fcantineis

of his wardrobe, his boots, and his fnuff, as Dr. Moore
informs us, is almoft as lingular in theie more polifhed

times. Early attached to Grecian literature, Julian ne-

giefted and defpifed the language and writers of Italy,

tqually enamoured of the French language, Frederick has

always profelfed a kind of averlion for thofe of Germany.
if the Emperor invited Maximus, Prifcus, and other Pla-

tonifts from Greece, the King fent for Voltaire, !Mauper-

tuis, and other academicians from France. In war too, as

well as in literature, thefe heroes have a£led a diflinguiflied

but not ahvays a fuccefsful part. In two particulars, hovv-

ever, they materially differ; Julian was a fuperftitious Pa-

gan ; Of Paganifm or fuperftition Frederick has never been

lufpetfled
; yet the former believed the immortality of the

loul, which, it appears from his Epiftle to M:irflial Keith,

&c. the latter does not.

* It is faid, that Julian here meant to dcfcribe himfelf.

He informs us (Orat.iv.) that "from his infancy, he
*' flopped to contemplate the ftars with fo much pleafure,
*' that he was even then deemed an aftrologer (a.r^ojji.xi'it:)

** though he did not yet know what aftrology was." Is the

title of curiojitatis omnis exploratory which Hadrian fo juftlv

deferved, and that of " Sophill," lefs applicable to the

cenfor of Hadrian? • nm :>ij tn.'f La Bleterie..

t The deification of A^tihyr^V^llig' medalfe,' .ftathe"*J^

temples, city, oracles, and confTellation, are well 'kn8wtr^^

and ftiil dijhonour tlie memon.' of Hadrian. GiEEdxC-'^

*' aid
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•* and thus check his madnefV and foliy.'* T&
thefe fucceeded a man of moderafion, not in ve-

nereal * but political purfuits [At«^TONiNus Pius.]

Silenus, on feeing him, exchiimed, " Strange !

•' how important is he in trifles! This old man
•* feems to me one of thofe who would harangue

•' about a pin*s point |.

At the entrance of two brothers, Marcus Av-

RELius and Lucius Verus, Silenus contracted his

broWj as he could by no means jeer or deride them |*

Marcus,

* €Kir fatyr here obliquely charges' A'ritoriitius Pius with

lafcirionfnels ; an impuration which was not true, it being

certain that that Ereperor \^as temperate iild chafte. But'

he feems to have been accufed, though not jiifily, of ava-'

rice, for adopting, when he was Emperor, the fimple diet

and parfimony of a private fubjec^l. Petau.
Titus Antoninus, furnamed Piusy that is, " the good,'*

was one of the greatefl and be fl princes that the Romans'

had. Paufanias juflly lays, that" be deferved not only
** the name of Pins, but alfo that of Father of Mankind,
*^ which was formerly given to Cyrus." Antoninus had

in faft the frailties with whichSilenus repro'aches him ; but

he early corrected them. La BLErERiE,
+ E'«? Tw» ^luTTfi'jyruv ti-v xvjxiyoy. " One that etit-s ciiinin, ;*'

which feems analogous to our Engliih phVaie'of " (kinrting

*' a fiint.' This we apply, however, only to mifers ; but,

as M. de la Bleterie obferves, '* that of the CJreeks refers

*' not only to avarice, but a littlenefs of mind. Anto-
*' ninuswas generoas, but libt at the expeiiccf of any othtf'

" perion ; largus fui^ alicHi etbfiinn).'.'^'
' Our " fj^'litrmg a"'

" hair' may perliaps come nearer to it.

\ They were brothers only by adoptioii. Silenui had

too much to fay of Lucius Verus. Indeed he AV-as a good-

natured piiincei a fin cere friend, and incapJ^Mle'of ^ifguife.

He always .confideredjhimri^i.'%?/?^^.l^'^?^^^^*J^ .leather vthpn

the. .coUegoie o^ his -bfot^h^^., B*vt he; indulged hiirifetf;':

W'ithoHt,o]Gderatioii, itt^ali.Kinds of dejiaiieheriesV and'w'as

I a Have
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Marcus, in particular, though he firiclly fciu-

tinifed his conduct \Tith regard to his fon and his

wife * ; as to her, in his immoderate grieF for her

death, though flie httle deferved it ; as to him, In

hazarding the ruin of the empire by preferring

him to a difcrcet foh-in-l:iw -j-, who woiild have

made a better prince, and ftudied the advintage of

his fon more than he did himfelf, Not'.vithfland-

ing thefe faihng?, Silenus could not but admire

his exahed virrue. Thinking his fon t [Com-

modus"] unworthy of any ftroke of wit, he filently

difmiiled him. And he, not being able ro fupport

himfelf, or aflbciate with the heroes, fell down to

the earth.

a flave to the miniftcrs of his pleafures. Excepti^.g that

he was not cruel, that he did not drive chariots in the

eircus, nor a6r on the ftage, he much refembled Nero.

La Bleierie.
* The greateft and perhaps the only fault of Marcus

Aurelius was his exceirive good-natiife, which made him
blind or too indulgent as to his brother, Lucius \'erus, his

wife, the too famous Fauftina, and his- fon, CoiT'modus.

We fhall mention hirh more than once in the fsquel. /irV.

f Claudius Porapeianus, originally of Antioch, and fon

only of a Roman knight, but a man of extraordinary

merit. Marcus Aurelius caufed him twice to be nominated

conful, and gave him in marriage his daughter Lucilla, the

relitSl of Lucius Veriis. 3iJ.

X One of the moft v/icked princes that ever reigned. ** The
*' enemy-of the Sods and of his country, the parricide, the
*' executioner of the fenate, the gladiator, more cruel than
*' Domitian, more infamous than Nero," is part of the

funeral elogium which the fenate made on Commodus.
This aflembly, which thought it had always a rrght to fit

i:i judginent on the Emperors, '.vould have ordered hi*

body to be thrown into the Tiber, had not Vcxiimx pre-

vented it. 3ui.

Vol. I. M Per-
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Pertinax then approached, {1111 lamenting the

mortal wound that he received at a banquet *.

This excited the compaffion of Nemefis, who faid,

'* The authors of this deed fliall not long exult

;

" but, Pertinax, you were culpable f in being

** privy to the confpiracy that deftroyed the fon

'* of Marcus.'* He was fucceeded by SeverusJ,

a prince inexorable in punilhing. * Of him/ faid

Silenus, * I have nothing to fay ; for I am terrified

* by his (lern and implacable looks.' His fons

would have accompanied him, but Minos prevented

them, and kept them at a diftance. With a pru-

dent diftindlion, however, he difmilTed the youngeft

* The fenate and people flattered themfelves with having

again found Marcus Aurelius in Pertinax ; but he only

reigned eighty-feven days. The Prastorian guards, who
could not bear an Emperor fo different from Commodus,
luaiTacred him in the palace. La Bleterie.

j- The reproof given him by Silenus [rather Nemefis]

for being concerned in the confpiracy of Letus and ivlarcia

leems not well founded; but Julian perhaps follows fome
hillorian unknowa to us. The death of Pertinax was re-

venged by Didius Julianus, who put Letus and A^arcia to

death; and by Severus, who cafliiered the Pxatorians.

Julian is right in not naming among the Emperors Didius

Julianus, worthy of eternal oblivion, for buying the

empire which the Prsetorian guards had put up to auftion.

X Severus was perhaps the moft warlike of all the Em-
perors. Like Hannibal an African, he had all his virtues ;

but he had alfo all the vices which the Romans afcribe to

the Carthaginian general. What Sylla faid of himfelf may
be faid of Severus ;

*' no one n*as a better friend or a worle

enemy." liU,

[Getaj,
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[Geta], and ordered the eldefl [Caracalla] to

be puniflied for his crimes *.

That crafty murderer Macrinus f, and the

youth of Emefa X [Elag ab alus], were driven from

the facred inclofare. But Alf.xanueR' the

Syrian §, being placed in the hinder ranks, be-

wailed

* The antipathy of Caracalla and Geta is well known.

The latter feemed to have iome good qvalities. The
former ftabbed his brother in the arms of Julia, their com-
mon mother^ who herfelf received a wound in the hand*

He was as wicked, and almoft as ftiipid, as Caligula. He
was a profefled enemy to men of learning. La Bleterie.

f Macrinus, Pr^torian pr^efeiEl, knowing that Caracalla

intended to kill him, caufed that prince to be affaffinated,

on the road from EdefTa to Carra;. The army, who did

not think him guilty of that murder, chofe him Emperor ;

and their choice was confirmed by the Senate. But four-

teen months after, Varins Avitus Baffianus, afterwards

known by the name of Elagabalus, having affumed the

title of Auguftus, marched againf> him, and attacked him
on the borders of Syria and Phoenicia. Macrinus fhame-

fuUy fled, while the event of the battle was yet undeter-

mined. Endeavouring to efcape into Europe, he was over-

taken by his purfuers, and put to death. li/iJ.

X Elagabalus was of Emefa in Syria, the fon of Varius

Marcellus, a Roman fenator, by Soemia, the daughter of

Maefa, fifter to the Emprefs Juli.i. He may in fome

manner be confidcred as the nephew of Caracalla. He
pretended even to be his fon. All the infamous, extra-

vagant, and cruel prailices that can be committed by a

young man without genius, tafte, or the leafl fpark of

virtue or fentiment, who, to indulge his caprice, endeavours

to exhauft the power and wealth of a Roman Emperor
;

this is an abftraft of the reign of that prince, or, to fpeak

more properly, that monfter. 3Jd,

§ Alexander Severus is confidered by many, even at pre-

fent, as a moderate prince, magis extra vitia qnam cum vir-

tutihus^ of a narrow genius, timid, the (lave of an impe-

rious mother. Sec. He owes this reputation to the hillory

M z of
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wailed his misfortune. Silenus added, *' O thou

*' fool and madman ! highly exalted as thou werr,

** thou didll not govern for thyfelf, but gavefl

of t-Icrodian, nrt autlior by no means exaft, but agree-

able and inrercUing, whom two tranflations, one in Latin,

the other in French, as good at leafl as the original, have

put within the reach of every one. Herodian difcovers an

extravagant prejudice againfl: the Emperor Alexander, for

which we might perhaps be able to account, if the hiflorian

were known to us otherwifc than by his work. It were to

be wiflied that a pen as brilliant as his would endeavour to

re-eilablifli the memory of a prince in all rcfpefts the moft

amiable and accompliflied that is mentioned in ancient hif-

tory. He wanted neither conrage nor firmnefs. If he

had a great deference for his mother JNIammoa, it was as

much owing to his difccrnmcnt as to his gratitude and

tenderncls for her. The oeconomy with which they arc

reproached was a virtue more neceitary than ever in the

{late to which the fenfelefs prodigality of Elagabalus had

reduced the finances. Alexander died at twentv-nine years

of age, and confequently was younger than Trajan, T.

Antoninus, and Marcus Aurelius weie when they afcended

the throne ; and yet he deferves at leail to be compared

with them. Julian has followed the Memoirs of Herodi?n ;

and, behiles, it fliov.ld not be forgotten, that Mammea
•^vas probably a Chrillian ; th:{t Alexander, inftcad of per-

•lecuting the Chrifcians, worlhi})ped Jefus Chrift, whofs

.Itatue he hon(mro(l, in his oratory, with thole of Apollo-

niu3 Tyana;us, Abiaham, and Orphens ; that he had a

defign of building a temple to Jefus Chrift, and of cauhng

him to be received among the deities adored by the Ro-

mans. This was more than fufficient to make Alexander

defpifed by }'ullan. Among the Itrokes of fatire which

are couched under the name of Syria::, which he gives to

the fon of Mammea, and which, however, he did not de-

ft-rve, except bv his birth, I have no doubt that Julian in-

cludes the ciiaradcr of -a worfnippei^ of Jefits Chrili. \Vc

•ki)(HV that Judca, v.here the Chrillian religion had its rife,

was ah appendage of Svria, and that the difciples of Jclwi

Chrit't were iirlt Ityled CKriftians at Antioch. • •

La Bl5:te*;ie,

o *. thy
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*' thy wealth to thy mother, and could'll not be
*•' perfuaded that it was much better to beftow it

" on thy friends than to hoard it *." 'AH, how-
' ever,*

..,-'• Maxima;, of the Gothic, nation, the firft of the Bar-
barians^ of the North, whom I find invelled with the

Roman dignities, made a lenator by Alexander, and com-
manding fome troops, conlpired again ft his benefador,

cauicd.l^im to be affallinated near Mentz, and ufurped the

fupreme pov.er. This iNIaximin was a kind of giant, being

eight feet high, and with ftrength proportioned to his fta-

ture ; he was a great warrior, but fo cruel and blood-thirfly,

that he'was named Cyclops and Plialaris. He obliged the

whole empire to revolt a gain il hnn, and, with his fon, was
at length flain by the foldiers, who thus revenged the

tleathof Alexander.

.:tlt is furprifmg that Julian fays not a lingle word of any
of the Emperors v;ho reigned from Alexander to Valerian

j

namely, Pui'iiixus and Balbinus, Gordian the younger,

the two Philips, TRAjAN-DEciufi, and iEmilian. If he had
omitted only the two firft Gordians, and ferae others,

iEmilian, for inltance, it might be fuppofed that he con.

fidored theiri. only as the phantoms of Kmperors. Yet flill

they delerved to be named as inuch as Galba, Otho, and
Vitellius,;and more fo than Vindex., Will it be faid, that

lome of tiiem r/ere unworthy to reign ? Y«rt others v,-ere

worthy J :aiad','bendes, Julian has jufl: mentioned Elagabalus.

Will it be" faid, that all thofe princes had a tragical end .^

But he prefently introduces-Valerian. It may alfc be oId-

feived, that Julian appears to have efteemcd the younger

Gordian in'OTicringfacrifices. and; libations on his tomb,

while he? was. marching. againtl: the perlians.

•- In the I.V.th centurvj-at^utell, it was f«id, that the Em-
peror Pliilip: tire father ha.d been a Chriftian, and that he

had fubmkted.to public peryince ; a tradition the more
rtriking, is the Chriftiaiis h^d little interell in claijTiing

the murdeT:.T of Gordian.' -TheChriftianiry of Philip, real

Or pretended, arid the manner; io unchriflian in yvhich he

arrived arthe throne, might, iiave^ fupplied -the Silpnus of

Julian with;, fome lingular; flrokes. Trajan-Decius would

have- befea":reckoned among the good priurces, if he had

.M X not
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* ©ver/ faid Nemcfis, * who were acceiTary to hl§

* death, I will deliver to the tormeritors.* An4

thus the youth was difniifTed.

Gallienus then entered, with his father [Vat

ierian], the latter dragging the chain of his cap-

tivity, the other effeminate both in his drefs and

behaviour. Sllenus thus ridiculed the father

:

«< — By thofe fnovvy plumes dillinguifti'd,

'* Before the ranks who marches in the van *.*'

And

rot been a perfecutor of the Chriftians ; and doubtlefs it

is not on that account that Julian erafes hina from the lift

of Emperors. Certain it is that no fatisfadory reafon can

be affigned for all thefe omiffions. It feems therefore very

probable to me that the text is here mutilated. It is not

the only chafm that I think I perceive in the fatire of the

,
Csefars. La Bleterie.

'^ Wodhull's tranflation.

Thefe two verfes are taken from the Phoenician Virgins

of Euripides. By o XsyKoXo^a?, >' with the white plume,"

I imagine that Silenus alludes to the age and wbite haiis

of Valerian. No one is unacquainted with his captivity,

any more than the barbarity with which he was treated by
Sapor I. Upon a falfe report of the death of Valerian, the

Romans placed him among the Gods. Thus thi? unfor-

tunate prince had altars in Rome, while in 'Perfia he was

trodden under foot. He was perhaps flead alive. Certain

it is, that the Perfians tanned his ikin, dyed it red, and

covered it with ftraw, in order to preferve it in a temple.

Valerian had fome excellent qualities ; and his fate would

perhaps have had more claim to pity, if he had not de-

ferved it by fhedding the blood of the Chriflians. The
moft dreadful circumflance of his misfortune was, the

having on the throne a fon who did not fend even to

demand his releafe, " He would have been revenged,'*

fays M. de Tillemont, " if he had not had a fon." When
Gallienus was informed of the imprifonment of his father,

he anfwered by an apophthegm ;
'* I knew that my father

j* was liable to the misfortunes of kuman nature." How
jnucl^
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And to the fon he faid,

" Him gold adorns, all dainty as a bride "*."

Jupiter ordered them both to depart from the

banquet -h.

They were fucceeded by Claudius
J,

on whoTi

all the Gods lixed their eyes, admiring his mag-

nanimity,

much are princes to be pitied ! The flatterers of Gallienus

dilcovered philofophy, and even heroilm,'in the indifference

of this unnatural fon. La Bleterie.
* This is an imitation of a line of Ariftophanes, in his

comedy of The Birds. Gallienus was a cowardly, floth-

ful, effeminate prince, a good orator, a good poet, but

a very bad emperor. While he was engaged in his de-

baucheries, and amufmg himfelf in fome luifplaced ftudies,

in fome effufion of wit, in making fome pretty verfes, or

littering fome good jokes on the lofs of provinces, Italy

itfelf was ravaged by the Barbarians. Without reckoning

Zenobia and Odenathus, eighteen ufurpers alfiimed the

purple, Gallienus, to prevent fuch revolts, excluded the

leaators from all military employments ; a fatal policy,'

which, in the fequel, contributed to raife to the throne

mere cyphers, a;en who had nothing Roman but the nrane.

In fliort, the reign of Gallienus is the aera of the fall of

the empire, which never perfeftly recovered the violent

fliocks which jt then received. Ib'ul.

-j- Gallienus deferved to be excluded. But Julian feems

to reprefent the Gods as ungrateful. Ought they thus to

treat the fate of the unfortunate Valerian, who was fo

zealous for their worfliip ? Misfortune, after all, is not a

crime. But it fhould be remembered that Valerian was

taken by his own fault, and that, according to the Pagan
ideas, being a prifoner, he ought to have fhortened his dif-

grace, and not have furvived his liberty. When perfeus,

king of Macedonia, applied to Paulus ^miUus not to

lead him in triumph, the Roman conlidered him as a

coward, and anfwered, " That depended, ai^d Hill depends,

on himfelf." -'T
; » .Ibid.

X Claudius II. had every civil virtue and militaify talent.

Hi* reign lafted only two years ; but he fignalifed it by ^

M 4 great



X68 THE C 2£ S AR S.

nanimlty, and granted the empire to his defcedd-

ants, thinking it juft that the poilerity of fuch a

lover of his country ihouid enjoy the fovereignty

as long as poffible •-.

After him entered Aureli us -j^, as if to efcape

thpfe who were accufing him before Minos. For

many

gicat vidory gained. over the Germans, and by the defeat ot

3,00,000 Goths. It is faid,'that he devoted himfflf for the

f^fety of his Country, This devotement (if wc under-

j"f4nd by it a folenin devotement, like that which the Decii

ruadepf. their perlons in the time of the republic) is a fic-

tjon', pontrary to the relation of the beft hillorians, who
fay^y t!34t CUudius died of a pcffliiehtial fever at Sirnnium.

T'-ilis^n, however, manifeftly alludes to it. He believed, or

was wilting to believe, an incident fo honourable to the

memory ,of Claudius, whom he conlidered as the founder

of his family. Conl'tantius-C'hlorus, the grandfather of

Juliari^ was the fon of Gtaudia, the daughter of Grifpus,

Que «lf.'thfe,brothers, of Glaudius II. The furname of Con-

iiantine came from: the faiiaily of, Claudius, as he had a

fifcer named Conftantina. Julian pafTes over Qiiintillus,

the brother and fuccefibr of Claudius, becaufe he reigned

only tvten^y days at moil. 1 ,

•,!.'" La BLH.7fc.RiE,

In his'.ficft. oration in prajfe. qf Gonfiantius, Julian cele-

brates alfo " the eminent virtues" of their common anceftor

the Emperor Gl'audius'; ",the,battles which he fought with
*' the Barbarians beyond. the Danube, his condefcending
*' manners, uQ-d that inodeiiy: of drels which was ftill ob-
*' fervab'e on his ilatues." './ '

* In Julian this was not adulation, but fuperfVition and

van it}'. Gibbon.

f Aurelian, the conqueror of the Barbarians, of Zcnobia,

and of Tetricns, completed the recovery of what Gallienus

had lofr. If he did the Hate too many fervices to be placed

in the rapk of bcvd princes, he was too fevere and too cruel

to be reckoned among the good. He was born in Pan-

nonia, or Dacia, of a very obicure family. The mother

ci Aurelian, prieftefs of the Sun in her village, infpired

tier Ion, no doubt, with the zeal which he always pro-

feficd
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tiiany charges-of murder, which he could not pal-

Hate or excufe, were brought againft him. But

my Lord the Sun *, who had patronifed him oh'

other dccafions, ailiHed him alfo on this, by iafdrm-

k>g the Gods, that the Delphic oracle
'

ii-.** That he who evil does, fhould evil fufier^-

' *• Is righteous judgment," i^'i'J frijyu^ '

liad been fulfilled.
'

...
•

The next was Probus, who ia lefs thaQ-fe^^eti

years re-built feventy^ cities, and alfo enadled mtfny

wife laws. Having fuffered iinjufl:ly,he w^s- ho-

noured by the Gods, and his death was revef>g^c!

by -the punifliment of hi«murde'rere;'-^Si{eFJtftl

fte-^e-rihel6fsi €'n(^eavoured'^ in Wk%"niatiri~erV 'to 'ridi-

cule him ; and ; many of the Gods lirgin* Wm to

fee filent,- • <*- •Let'-'thofe '\vho ihail fcrlloAv,** Taic!

"
^ ,'

; -Tr: voifA. '
!/'';•>'

i

: .
•'; jiwC 'j','

'*

feflldf^jc, that,God.. • He, p^pfe him ;for _hi3 tiit^^r c^jtyj

as Julian did afterwards. . .,
^

. .

Tacitus, a prince truly refpedlable, and worthy. orth»
fenate whocJiofe him, ought to have bee'ij placed'^t 'the

feaft of' the Coifars. Nevcrthelef^^ • he is- not eyen "^aaigd^

Is the omiilion owing to Julian, or the tranfcribe'rs ? As
Tacitns reigned only fix months, I. will not venture to.de~

termine. As to his brother, Flpriap, who feigned oxily

three, or perhaps two, and who", . befides, took' poffeffion

of the empire, as of an inheritance, without being chofen

by the fenate, or even propofed by tKe airrhy,' 'he (Ieferv;^cl

to be omitted. Xa Bl'etLkie^

^ Aurelian adored that Deity as the parent; ,^ihisf_ life

.and fortunes. His mother had been an inferior j^ri^Uefs 141

a chapel of the Sun : a peculiar devotion to the; C5od of

light was a fentiment. which the fortunate peafant hiibi.be<l

11} his infancy, and every ftep of his elevation, everv victory

of his reign, fortified fuperUition by gratitude. Gibjjon.

he.



179 THE C^SAR S*

he, " grow wifer by his exanople.: Doft thou

*.not knoWjO Probus, that phyfielans make bitter

**, potions palatable, by infufing them in mead I

V But thou, who wert always fo fevere and cruel

•' that none could equal thee. *, haft fuffered, how-.

^* evprunjuflly,: in like manner. For.ho..one can

** govern brutes, much lefs men,-but fey'fometimes

•* gratifying and indulging them ; ids phyficians

** humour their patients in trifles, that- they may

•Vinfure their, compliance in things: eiTential."

* What I dear father/ faid Bacchvisv • do you now
* play the philofopher upon usir*' >*^:Why not.?'?

replied Silenus.'VrWeije not^ypy.'too, my fon,

**'in(lru£led by me 'in philofophy l Know you not

*-that Socrates alfo held, like me, the firft rank

•• ip philofophy among ^is contemporaries, if you

** credit the oracle of Delphi ? Allow me therefore

" to fpeak not always jocofely, but fometimes

" ferioufly."

While they were thus talking, Carus with his

fons [Carinus and N^merian] would have

* This cenfure of Sitenus is extravagant. Probus can

only be reproached for haying enforced military difciplinc

with a ftridtnefs of'vvKich the Roman armies were no longer

capable. In time of peace he employed them in ufeful

labours. One day happening to fay inadvertently, that

*' there fliould foon be no more need of foldiers," this ex-

preffion coft him his life. The fame army, however, who
had murdered him, erefted a .monument to him, with this

jnfcription : Hie Probus Impcrator et Ven Probus Jitus efi^

viHor omnium gentium harhararum^ etiam tyrannorum.

La Bleterie,

entered,
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entered, had not Nemefis repulfed them *. Di?

ocLETiAN f, accompanied by the two Maxi-

* Hiilory reprefents Garus as a prince above mediocrity :

<virum medium, inter bo7io5^ magis qaam inter malos, collocandum.

But he had the misfortune to fucceed Probus, and to have

Carinas for his fon. On the other hand, he defeated the

Perfians, and took Seleucia and Ctefiphon, when a flafli

of lightning terminated his conquefls and his life. It mufl:

not, however, be faid that the fentence of Juliari is too

fevere, as Carus dared to aflume, or fuffered flattery to

give him, the title of " Lord and God." Belides, Jullaa

thought perhaps that Carus was guilty of the death of his

predeceflbr Probus; but the fa£l is at leafl: doubtful. His

iecond fon, Numerian, was not vinworthy of a place at the'

banquet., Hiftory fpeaks of him advantageoufly. As to

what is faid of Carinus, the juftice of Nemefis cannot but

be applauded. La Bleterie.

f Diocletian reigr^ed for twenty years vvith great prof-

perity and addrefs ; but he difgraced the latter part of his

reign by the mgft barbarous of all perfecutions. He was a

ibldier of fortune, and having learned nothing but the art of

war, he was a profound politician, and had a fubtle genius

that penetrated every thing, but was itfelf impenetrable.

f-Ie always attended to what was folld. His projefts, though
grand and vaft, wer^ never chimerical, unlefs it were that of

extingnifhing the Chriilian name ; yet of that he was not

the author. He had the art of doing good himfelf, and
of employing others to do evil. Being mafter of Kis paf-

fions, he could difguife all his vices, except pride, which,

made him introduce into the court of tiie emperors the

ceremonial of the court of Perfia. He fhould be con-

fidered as the founder of a new empire, which had not, it

may be faid, any thing in common with that which wa«
founded by Auguftus, but the name. The efFedtive par-

tition of the provinces fubjeft to the Romans annihilated

the ancient plan, and gave the finifliing fcroke to the fenate,

which till then had always had an infliuence in public

affairs, and whofe authority was much reftored after the

death of Aurelian. The averfion of Diocletian to the city

of Rome prepared the great event of the foundation of

Conilantinople* Ilnd,

mians.
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J.IIANS, and my grandfather Constanti us *, then

approached,, magnificently drelTed. Thefe, though

they held each othev by the hand, did not walk on

a line with Diocletian. Three others f alfo

fur-

* Conftantiiis-Chlorus.

•j- Diocletian ,firft . divided the empire with Maxiiuian,

aft^rvvatds fornaaicd ^ercujiiis, his old fiiend, a great

general, very liberal, nnd not deficient in genius ; but un-

poliflied and cruel,- without education, and without manners.

They cave in caniunction the title of Cjefar to Conftantiua-

^,^oru|j,and, JVLi^iniian-Galerius, and divided the Roman
€^pu:e» Avjiich \yas, gover^d ,by.. j^vq,:£4pj|efors, and two

CflfcHntofour-pari^^ ..^ ;\, -^i^a. --'^^•^'^ --^^^
.

,,.Gc>iil^atii!s-Chlorus was the onlv on$.'of the four '^v "no

w^as of high^birth. With all the talents of his collegues,

he had none oi their faults. His iole ambition v/as to

h'llie picStiirg thai'ls dra\vh of him even by the' aiuhors

fvl;i9"tea^e written. fince his' familj' has'been ektinft. "'
'

*"As''r6'r\&;Iaxi'miaq-GaJerius, furnamed Ar??:c::{arius'',' qv

r^rtie Herdfman,' h"0was .rather' a Barbarian than 'a

Rofhari. Jie had 'c;reat talents lor w.afl^ihd all im'aginable

Vices, .Hyhich.he rieverfhel^eTs concealed a little ; io umeh ur;?;

Re afl-aid. of Diocletian. ' He Had alm'oft an equal hatred

t(?'ti)e Chriftian religion and to learning, , and forced "Dio-

clgtiah to become'.'/a perfeciftor. TheK four prinyeS go-

'f'erned Yvith a' perfect 'union, whofe tie ,3va^" the 'refpecl

^Jiich Ivlaximian-Herciiiius, and the f\vo|Ccm:s, had foj^

Dicfcietian, whom they regai-ded'as their famer, and ahvioft

^% their God. Dipcl'etianj' on liis fi,dfe, did not exijlt hini-

feif above thern • "and^'in particular, Tie'took'care to llltle"

D^dfenorts. WViat H^idian here lays of the modtliv of

fhnt prince ana his c6yc»ues" admits, ^ibweVerjj.of ibn.e

exception. Dib'cl'etjan Joitietimes treate4' Galerius with

great haugTninefs ; .'^d 'Galerius, tired 'of trembling b^forp

j>im, madc"!iim trenible in his turn, aiid forc;.-d him to

qbdicatc'firc emjyire. Diocletian and Herculiu? quitted tl,Q

piirple.or, the liimc day ; the iiril at Nicomedia, and the

' .'.I-.-: other
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furrounded him, in the manner of a chorus ; but

when, like harbingers, they would have preceded

him, he forbade them, not thinking himfelf en-

titled to any diftinclion. Transferring only to them

a burthen which he had borne on his own ihoulders,

he walked with much greater eafe. Admiring

their union, the Gods affigned them a feat fuperior

to many. But Maximiam * behaving with im-

prudence and haughtinefs, Silenus, though he did

not think him worthy of ridicule, would nor ad-

mit him into the fociety of the Emperors. And,

befides, he was not only additfted to all kinds of

hfcivioufnefs, but by his impertinent officioufnefs

and perfidy often interrupted the harmonious con-

cert. Neraefis therefore foon banilhed him, and

whither he went I know not, as I forgo: to afk

Mercury.

other at Milan. The abdication of Diocletian has been

confidered as the greateft effort of human virtue ; nevei -

thelefs, it was not fo volontaryas is generally fuppoied.

But he made it honeftly, and vvithoHt return; vviler than

Herculius, who, after reiuminf^ the purple, and occafioti-

ing many ditl:urbances, v/as obliged to deilrcy himfelf. -i

La Bleterie;

* I know not why Julian excludes only one of the two
Maximians. As a proof that neither of them delcrved to

be admitted, we do not immediately difcover which he
means. However, as this Maxim'iari alone dillurbed the

concert formed by the union of Diocletian a»d His Ccd-

legues, Julian mull: necelTarily fpeak of Maximian-Gal.^rijjg.

He died at Sardis, of a dreadful diforder, conridering.-hi3

death as a punifhment of the cruellies which h^ had ^xer-

ciicd againll the Chriftians.
. Jhiti,

^- To

173
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To this mofl melodious tetrachord a harfli, dif-

agreeable, and difcordant found fucceedcd *. Two
of the candidates Nemefis would not fuffer to ap-

proach even the door of the afiembly. Licinius

came thus far, but having been guilty of many

crimes, he was repulfed by Minos. Constantine

entered, and fat fome time ; and near him fat his

* Diocletian had flattered himlelf that the partition of

the empire between two Emperors and two Caei'ars would

fubfiil in future ; but one of the chagrins which he felt in

his retirement was the ambitioa and mifunderftanding of

his fucceflbrs, each of whom thought only of making him-

felf matter of the whole empire. Thofe whom Julian has

here in view are Maxentius, Maximin-Daia, Licinius, and

Conftantine.

Maxentius, the fon, or fuppofed fon, of Maximian-Her«

culius, was a prince ill-made, without genius, cowardly,

flothful, cruel, debauched. When he harangued his

foldiers, it was to exhort them to make good cheer, to

fpend money, to enjoy life; fruiminL He obliged Sophronia,

daughter of the governor of Rome, to renew the tragical

hiftory of Lucretia. It is well known that he periflied in

the Tiber, in his endeavour to deftroy Conllantine,

Maximin-Daia, as defpicable as Maxentius, and a Hill

more cruel perfecutor than his uncle Maximian-Galerius,

being vanquilhed by Licinius, efcaped to the city of

Tarfus, and took poifon at the end of a great entertain-

ment. This poifon, failing of its entire effect, occalloned

him a horrible and long malady. I do not find in all an-

tiquity a death more fhocking than bis.

Though Licinius had courage and fuccefs in war, he was

ftill more wicked than Maximin. He conlidered literature

a» the pell of a ftate. Conftantine vanquiftied him, ob-

liged him to quit the purple, and, foon after, deprived

him of life. Of Conflantine and his fons more in the

fcqucl. La Bleterie.

t; fons.
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fons. As for Magnentius *, he was refufed ad-

mittance, becaufe he had never done any thing

laudable, though many of his aftions might appear

brilliant. But the Gods, perceiving that they

did not flow from a good principle, difmiffed hini

much affli(5ted.

^ Magnentius, who derived his origin from the Franks

and the Saxons, ferved with reputation in the Roman
troops, when he affumed the purple at Autun, and caufed

the EmperorConftans to be put to death. He was vanquifhed,

by Conftantius in the battle of Murfa in352, and in the fol-

lowing year, through fear of falling into the hands of the

conqueror, he killed himfelf in the Gauls, after having

killed all his family. He had profefled Chriftianity, though
he was perhaps a Pagan in his heart. Courage is afcribed

to him, or that which often produces the fame effe£^,

the art of concealing his timidity, with a tafte for books,

learning, a lively and animated eloqQence, and refpedl and
zeal for the laws, when they were no obftacle to his ambitious

projects. No writer charges him with debaucher}', and
this filence exprefles much. Such vices, however, ar®

given him as are always given to unfuccefsful ufiirpers.

Julian, in particular, elfewhere paints Magnentius in the

moft hideous colours ; but it is in his panegyrics of Con-
ftantiiis. The opinion which he forms here feems much
more credible, and futficiently agrees with that of Zofimus.
" Magnentius," fays that hiftorian (/. ii.) '* was bold in

" profperity, and timid in adverfity. He knew fo well
*' how to difguife his natural perverfenefs, that thofe
" who did not know him took him for a man of fim-

" plicity and of an excellent charader. I think myfelf
*' obliged to make this remark," continues Zofimus,
*f becaufe fome have thought that he governed the ilate

" well. Let them be no longer deceived'in him. Magnentius
*' did nothing from good motives, from a principle of
*' virtue." Let us obferve, by the way, that the true or

falfe idea which Julian gives of Magnentius is exa6tly

the fajiie which we ought to have of Julian.

La Bleterie.

la
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In this manner was the banquet prepared. At

the table of the Gods nothing was wanting, for

all things are theirs. But that of the heroes Mer-

cury thought imperfecl, and Jupiter was of the

fame opinion. Quirinus had long- rcquefted to

introduce arwther of his defcendants. But Her-

cules faid, " I will not fuffer it, Qiiirinus. For

f* why have yoii hot invited ray Alexander aifo

**. to the feaft ? If therefore, Jupiter, you intend

" to enroll any of the heroes among us, fend,

*' I intreat you, for Alexander. When wc
*' are canvafling the merits of men, why fliould

*' the braved be omitted ?" What the fon of

Alcmena propofed was approved by Jupiter^

Alexander therefore entered the alTembly of

heroes; but neither C^sar, nor any one elfc,

rofe up to him; fo that he was obliged to take the

feat which the eldefl fon of Severus had left va-

cant '-, he, for his fratricide, havhig been expelled.

,

* What rt the reafon that Alexander takes the feat in-

tended for Caracalla, when there are fo many others va-

cant ? This is one of thofe little circumftances that give

narrations a greater air of truth. Befides, this recalls fome

faiSts. C^racalla was inflamed with a foolifii pnfiion for

Alexander. Not contented with filling the cities, the

temples, Rome, and the capitoi with the flatues of that

prince, with having a phalanx whafe officers bore the

names of the generals of Alexander, and dreiTing in the

Macedonian manner, he endeavoured to identify hl'mfelf r\'ith

his hero in fome fantaftic pictures, where the fiicc'w.ls

compofed of half that of Alexander and half that of his

own. He perfecuted the Peripatetic philofophera, becaufe

Ariftotle was fufpedlgd of being concerned in the death of

that contjxieror. La Bleterie,

Silenus
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Silenus then fcoffing at Qairinus, faid, ' Take care,

' or this one Greek will excfll all }our Romans.'

*' By Jovc," replied Quiiini-is, '* I tliink that many
•* of them are, in every refpeft, his equals. Wy
*' pollerity indeed have fo much admired him, that

" of foreign generals they (tyle and think him
" only great ; not that they deem liim fapeiior to

" their countrymen, or are void of national preju-

** dice. But that we fhall foon determine when we
*' have brought their merits to the tefi !" Saying

this, C)uliinus bluflied "^^, and fccmed evidently

anxious for his defcendants.

Afrer this, Jupiter afked the Gods, whether all

fhould enter the lifts, or whether they fhould adopt

the practice obferved in wreflling, where whoever

conquers him who has gained the mod: vi(5lories is

deemed the only viiftor, even of thofe who have

been vanquifhed by his antagonlft, though they

have not been his competitors ? This was gener'^Jly

approved, as a jufl determination. Mercury then

proclaimed that C^sar (hou'd advance firftj Octa-

viANus next, and Trajan third, thofe being the

greatefl warriors. Silence being commanded, Sa-

turn, turning to Jupiter, exprcffed his furprife at

feeing martial Empeiors fummoned to this contefl,

* We muft not forget that Julian is a Greek, to the

bottom of his foul. His only comfort in being a Roman"
was his having been born at Byzantium, and his confidcring

Rome as a colony <>f Greeks. La Bi.ETF,RiEe

Vol. I. N but

177
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but no philofopbers *. " Thefe," he faid, " are

" equally dear to me. Call therefore, and intro-

" duce Marcus [Aurelius]." He being fum-

moned, advanced with a ferious afpeft f, occa-

fioneJ by the labours of his mind. His eyes were

hollow, his brow was contraded |, and his whole

form difplayed unftudied beauty ; for his hair was

uncombed, his beard was long, his drefs fimple

and cecoHomical, and by fcanty nourilhment § his

body

* It is right for Saturn, a pacific God, nnd the father

of the golden age, to be interefted for philoi'ophical princes-,

and for JNIarcus Aurelius in particular, the greateft phi-

lofonlier of them all ; who, in fpite of the various fcourges

with which the empire was afflicited in his time, promoted

the happinefs of the Romans. It is faid of this Emperor,

that Providence gave him to mankmd in mercy, to temper

the feverity of the chalVifements which it had inflifted upon

them in juiVice. I.a Bleterie.

f It is pretended, that-, even in his childhood, neither

joy nor fonovv ever made him change countenance : but his

gravity had nothing in it fad or auftere. Si/ie trijiitld gra'vis,
'

' Ihid.

J He is thus reprefcnted on his medals, efpecially thofe

which were ftruck in the latter years of his lift-. Ihid,

%, At the age of twelve years, Marcus Aurelius took the

habit of a phi'ofophcr, and foon after he was defirous of

pracftifing all the aufttrhies of the Stoic philofophy, even

to the l}ing on the ground under his cloak. His mother

ufed her utmoft endeavours to perfunde him to lie on a

wooden bedfted covered with a fingle flcin. A life fo

hardy made no abatement in the fweefnefs of his temper,

inn it impaired his health. Nsverthelefs, his habitual in-

firmities never prevented him from fulfilling all his duties,

and from finding time bcfidcs for lludy. His foul appeared

to have gained what his body had loll.

Julian piqued himfclf on being an imitator of Marcug

Aurelius, llept hardly, aiid lived on vegetables. Son^e of

the
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body was tranfparent and fplcndid, like the purell:

and cleareft llghr. When he was admitted within

the facred inclofure, Bacchus faid, " King Saturn

*' and Father Jupiter, can any thing imperfefl be

*' allowed among the Gods ?" No anfwer being

returned, " Let us fend then," proceeded he,

*• for fome lover of pleafure." ' Bur,' replied Ju-

piter, '
it is not lawful for any one to be admitted

' here who does not worfhip us *.' " Let judgment

** therefore," faid Bacchus, ** be pronounced ori

•' him in the vedibule. We will call, with your

*' leave, a prince, not indeed unvvarlike -f, but

*' foftened

the Epi-'lles of Julian give us reafon to think that he was

frequently ill. But it is more eafy to wear the beard of

Majcus Aurelius, to copy his aufterities, and to ruin one's

health, like him, than to acquire his folidity of genius,

his love of virtue for virtue's fake, his contempt of glory,

and, if 1 may venture fo to exprefs myfelf, that fobriety

of wifdom, which vias the foundation of his character.

La Bleterie.
* O:; Ss//i1ov «o-w (poiloiv «v^gt fx-n Ttx, r/^slff* ^J)^a^^^. M. de la

Bleterie tranflates this, " Whoever does not take us for

" his model cannot fet foot here;" but I undcrlland it,

" Whoever is not a worfliippcr of us," &c. in allufion to

Conftantine, who was a Chriftian, It is obfervable, how-

ever, that Conftantine and his fons are before mentioned as

entering the affembly and fitting fome time.

f If Conilantine had been a flave to his pleafures, fo far

as to deferve, though he had declarrd for Chriilianitv, the

protection of Bacchus, he would not have been fo diftin-

guiflied in uar and in peace ; he would not have reigned

lo glorioufly for more than thirty years, that is, much,

longer than any Emperor had reigned fince Auguflus.

This general reflection may be fufficient to fliew the injufiice

of Julian. Hiftory reprefents Conflantine to us as a prince

aUvays engaged in lome ufeful projeift, giving frequent au-

N z dicnces.
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** fofcencd by pleafure and enjoyment. Let Con-
" STAN TINE come as far as the veflibule."

This

dlences, drawing up his laws and difpatches himielf, bor-

rowing from his fleep time to read the holy fcriptures, and

to compofe feme religious difcourfes, which he pronounced

in public, endeavouring to obtain the affiilance of Heaven

by prayer, falling, and abftinence from lawful pleafures.

If we dedutSl from thefe elogiums whatever may be taken

from panegyrics, if we let afide the good that is laid of him

by Chrillian writers, and even the praifes that are given him

by fucfh of the Pagans as may be fufpedted of flattery, having

written in his reign, or in that of his fons,I raeanLibanius,

and the hiftorian Praxagoras; in a word, if Conftantine be

judged by the teftimony of Eutropius, who dedicates his

work ro Valens, and by what is faid of him by that Vi6tor

who wrote in the reign of the fons of Theodofius I. the

refult will be, that Conftantine was a prince of an elevated

genius, aftive, vigilant, laborious, and, even independently of

what he did for the Chriftian religion, and notwithftanding

the blemifhes that are found in his life, that he delerved

the title of Great. The teftimony of thofe authors is

the more important, as they fpare neither his faults nor

fallings.

Zofimus, a partial writer, and the declared enemy of

the Chriftian Emperors, is the only one, befides Julian,

who accufes him of being devoted to pleafures.
. Yet Zo-

fimus throws this reproach only on the latter years of his

reign. In fact Conftantine could have given no pretext

for that accufation till after the foundation of New
Rome, Tired of wars, and even of vidories, he thought

that he had acquired a right to tafte the fruit of his

labours. Without remaining in inactivity, or living in

voluptuoufnefs (for, to the end of his life, he employed
himielf in affairs of ftate, and in thofe of the church),

he gave fome brilliant entertainments. His court was
magnificent ; he procured himielf fome amufements that

had nothing criminal in the eyes of the world, and which
perhaps he thought were alluv.ed him becaufe he had
aot yet been baptif.d.

It
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This being allowed (the mode of their ronten-

tion having been previoully fettled) Mercury ad-

vifed, that every one (hould feverally fpeak for

himfelf, and that the Gods (hoiild then give their

votes. But of this Apollo difapproved, inhfling,

that truth only, and not eloquence, or the charms

of oratory, ought to be difcuffed and examined

by the Gods. Jupiter, wifbing to oblige all, and,

at the fame time, defirous to prolong the airembly,

replied, '* There can be no inconvenience in di-

*' reeling each of them to fpeak by a certain

*' raeafure of water *, and afterwards we may
" interrogate them and fcrutinife their thoughts."

Silenus jocofely added, * Take care, Neptune, or

* Trajan and Alexander |, miftaking the water

* for

It is fuppofed that the imagination and malignity of

Jnlian working on this canvas might make Conftanrine a

flave to pleafure. Let us never forget that Julian detefted

his uncle as the deftroyer of Paganifm ; and that he uas
by tafte, by principle, by vanity, an enemy to all pleafures.

Ho.v much muft the magnificence of Conftantine have

wounded a man who gave into the oppoiite extreme, w^io

carried philofophy to fuch an excefs, as to defpife decorum,

and who, by the manners which he afcribes to himfelf in

the Mifopogon, feems to have been defirous that his pic-

ture fliould be the companion of that of Diogenes !

La Ble lEKiE.

* When the Grfeeks and Romans would give orators a

certain fi^ed time, they employed hour-glalTes of water,

to which they gave the name ot clepjydra^ which the modern
Latinifis apply very improperly to our lands. Ih'uL.

t It is well known that Alexander was very fond of

wine, and that ia drunkennefs he waa capable of the

N 3 greateft
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^ for ne£^ar, will fwallow it all, and (o leave none

* tor the reft.' Neptune anlwered, *' They were

*' much more fond of your draughts, Silenus,

*' than of mine. ^It behoves you therefore to be

*' rather afraid of your own vmes than of my
" fprings." Silenus \vas chagrined, and made no

reply, but afterwards aftended folely to the dif-

putants. Mercury then proclaimed,

* ' The arbiter of prizes due

' To fignal merit now begins.

* Delay no longer, Time exhorts,

* But lend your ears to what the voice

* Of herald Mercury proclaims.

' Ye kings, to whofe fuperior fway

* Of old fubmiffive nations bow'd,

* Who launch'd in fight the hoftile fpear,

greateft cxccfies. His laft debauch coll him his Hfe. As
for Trajan, he was obliged to forbid the execution of any

orders which he might give at coming from a great enter-

tainment. One of the methods of which Hadrian availed

himfelf to gain his friendfhip was to caroufe with him at

tabic. La Bleterie.

* See Lucian, at the end of his Demoniacs. Petau.
The three lirfl lines only (in the original) are quoted

from that work.

This proclamation, in the taftc of thofe which were

made in Greece at the opening of the games, confifts of

forn.s uied on thofe occafions, and of ends of verfes taken

from the Greek poets that we have, and.. -thofe whom we
have not. This kind of cento has in the original,

or rather had, a merit which we may imagine, but

^vhich it is impoffible to transfufe into another language.

La Bi.eterie.

M. de la Bleterie has only given the fenfe. The Englilh

is alnioil literal.

* Advanccj,
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* Advance, contend, with prudent minds

* Oppofe your rivals, and await

* The jufl:, th' impartial will of Heaven !

* Wifdom thefe think the end of life,

* Thofe, vengeance on their foes to wreak,

* And ferve their friends : of life, of roil,

* Pleafure fome make the fingle view,

* Fealb, nuptials, all that feeds their eyes

:

* From dainty ornaments of drefs,

* Or rings, with precious gems adorn'd,

* Others fuperior blifs derive.

' Jove will the victory decree.'

Mercury having made this proclamation, the

combatants drew lots : and the lot happened to

concur with the love of pre-eminence habitual to

C.'ESAR. This augmented his pride and arrogance

;

fo that Alexander would have declined the con-

tefl, had he not been encouraged and perfuaded

by Hercules. Alexander obtained the next turn

of fpCLiking after C.f:sAR. When all the refi: had

had their proper turns alTigned them, C^sar thus

began :

" It was my good fortune, O Jupiter and ye

*' Gods, to be born, after many heroes, in that

** illuftrious city, which has extended her do-

" minion farther than any other; fo that they all

" may be fatisfied, if they obtain the fecond place,

" For what other city, deducing its origin from

** three thoufand men, has, in lefs than fix hun-

." drcd years, carried its conquefts to the urmoft

N 4 ** extremities



I S4 T H E C .'E S A R S.

** extremities of the earth ? What other iKuion hsf

*' prodjcfd fo many difiinguillied wiirriors and

** legiflators, or futh devout worfliippers of the

*' Gods? Born in a city fo renowned, I furpaiTed,

*' by my aclions, not only my contemporaries, but

*' all the heroes thnt ever lived. Of my own
•* countrymen I know not one that will deny me
*' the iLiptTiorlLy. But as this Grecian is fo pre-

" fumptuous, \^hich of his actions will he pretend

" to put in competition with mine? His Perfian

" trophies perhaps, as if he knew not how many
*' I won from Pompey. And who was the mofl ex-

*' perlenced general, Pompey or Darius? Which of

" them qommanded the braveft troops? Inftead of

*' the refufe of mankind, Pompey had in his army
'• more warlike nations than were ever fubjeft to

" Daiius ; of Europeans, thofe who had often

•' routed the hoftile Afiatics, and of them the

*' molt valiant; Lalians, Illyrians, and Gauls.

" Having men it-)ned the Gauls, can the Getic

*' exploits of Alfxandkr be compared with my
" conqueil of Gaul ? He paiTcd the Danube once;

** I twice pafied the Rhine; and of my German
** victories no one can difpute the glory. 1 fought

** with Ariovidus *.

•'
I was the f.ril Roman who dared to crofs the

*' German ocean f.
Though this was a wonder-

* The antithtfis is this :
" Alexsncler met with no op-

*' pofition in his Getic expedirion, and therefore he
*' marched with impunity. But 1 was rcliOed by^riovilhis."

Petau.

t In the original, r-ni fxlo.- ^uXaccr.c, " t!ic ctitward lea."

Tue iiHier was the Mediterranean.-

'*fd,
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" ful atchievement, however it may be admired,

" more glorious was mv intrepidity in being the

** firft who leaped on iliore *. Of the ?lelvetlc

** and Iberian nations I fay nothing ; nor have I

** mentioned my adions in Gaul, where I took

" above three hundred towns
-f-,

and defeated two

" millions of men. Great as thefe actions were,

** that which followed was greater and more il-

*' luftrious. Being obliged to wage war with my
** fellow-citizens, I vanquidied the unconquered

** and invincible Romans. If we fhould be judged

" by the number of our battles, I fought thrice

" as many as are afcribed to Alexander by his

*' greatefl panegyrifls ; if by the number of towns

*' taken, not in Afia only, but alfo in Europe, I

" reduced more. Alexander faw and ravjrfed

** ^gypt ; I, while I feafted there, fubdued it.

" Will you alfo compare the clemency of each of

** us, when vidorious ? I pardoned my enemies,
c

* He alludes here to the defcent which Ccefar made on
Britain. But the memory of JuUiin deceives him. He at-

tributes to Cafar what Ciefar himfelf fays (/. v. de hclh

Galileo) of the cagle-bearer of the tenth legion. " He
'* who bore the eagle of the tenth legion, after befeeching
*' the Gods, that the event might be profperous to the
** legion, faid, ' Leap alhore, foldiers, unlefs you would
* betray the eagle to the rnemy.' " Saying this, with a
" loud voice, he threw himfelf out of the fliip, and ad-
" vanced with the eagle towards the enemy, Sic." It v/as

Alexander, who, after paffing the Hellefpont, firft leaped

afliore completely armed. Such a procee<ling is more fuit-

able to the impetuous valour of Alexander than to the

phlegmatic and fedate courage of Cxfar. La Bleterje.
-j- See Plutarch.

I * and
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" and received from them fuch a return as Nemefis

" has revenged. He never fpared his enemies, nor

" even his friends. In particular, as you difpute

" the pre eminence, and will not immediately yield

" to me, like the refl, you' compel me to m.ention

" your cruel behaviour to the Thebans *. On
*' the contrary, how great was my humanity to

" the Helvetii 1 The cities of the former were

" burnt by you,; the cities of the latter, burnt by
*' their own inhabitants, were rebuilt by me

*J-.

" Which, in Ihorr, was m.olt illuftrious ; your

" defeating ten thoiifand Greeks, or my repulfmg

*' the auacks of a hundred and fifty thoufand Ro-

*' mans? Much more could I add, both of Alex-
" AisDER and myfelf ; but as I never had leifure

*' to lludy the art of oratory ^;, you mufl excufe

*' me, and, forming a jufl: and impartial judge-

*' ment both from w-hat I have faid, and what I

*^ have omitted, will, I doubt not, give me the

*' fuperiority.' .

* When Alexander took Thebes by ftonn, the Inhabi-

tants were flain and deftroyed for feveral hours without

regard to fex or age ; and the city was afterwards razed,

the houfe of Pindar only excepted.

f The Helvetii having abandoned their countrv, and

burnt their towns, as they were preparing to enter Gaul,

were defeated by Ccefar, fent back to- their country, and

ordered to re-build their houfes.

X In the original, to Xcyetv els^i^E^irsjo-a, or i^'-^sTwic-x. Per-

Iiaps he does not mean to fay, that Ca^far had no excel-

lence in fpeaking ; for he was reckoned among the

orators of his time ; witnefs Cicero, in his Brutus ; but

that he was not ufed to fpeak without premeditation.

Cantoclarus.

C.llSAR
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Ct.sar thus concluded, but feeming defirous of

faying (till more; Alexander, who before had

vith difficulty retrained himfelf, could refrain no

longer, but, with much anxiety and emotion, thus

began :

*' How long, O Jupiter and ye Gods, fliall I

** filently bear the infolence of this boafter '-
! He

" fcts no bounds, you fee, to his praife of himfelf,

'* or to his abufe of me. Much better would it

'* hcive become him to have abflained equally from

*' both, as both are alike intolerable, but chiefly

•* that of depreciating my conduct, which he made
*' the example of his own. Such is his aiTurance,

" that he has dared to ridicule his own model.

'* You fliould have recolle£led, C^sar, the tears

** which you Ihed on hearing of the memorials

*' that were raifed in honour of my deeds f. But

*' you afterwards owed your elevation to Pompey,
•' who, though he was really infignificant J, was

** idolifed by his countrymen. As to his African

* This is not unlike the beginning cf Cicero's Oration

againft Catiline, Slnouf.j^uc tandem abutere^ Catilina^ patientid

?ioflrd ?

t At Qades, obferving in the temple of Hercules a

ilatiie of Alexander the Great, he lighed, and, as if

afliamed of his own iiipinenefs in having done nothing me-
morable at an age when Alexander had conquered the

world, he importunately urged to be recalled to Rome,
that he might be ready on the fpot to embrace any occalion

that might ofter for more important undertakings. Suetoiu

Jul. Cccfar. c. 7. See alfo Plutarch.

X It is plain that Julian had read the Epiftles of Cicero

to Atticus. La Bleterie.

3
*' triumph,
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** triamph *, no great exploit, his fame was owing
'* to the weaknefs and inactivity of the confuls t.

** The fervile war J was not waged with men', but
*' with the moft abandoned flaves, and it was con-
*' ducked by CralTus and Lucius §, though Pompey
" had the name and the reputation. Armenia and
** the neighbouring provinces were conquered by
" LucuUus ; yet for thefe alfo Pompey triumphed.

" He was then flattered by his fellow-citizens,

'* and named the Great. But than whom of his

" predeceilors was he greater ? Which of his

" actions is comparable to thofe of Marius, or of

" the two Scipios? or of Camillus, who was almoft

" as much the founder of Rome as this Oiiirinus,

" having rebuilt his city when it was alraolt falling?

*' For they did not arrogate to themfelves the

*' works of others, as is ufucil in buildings founded

** and finilhed at the public cxpence, where the

** magiitrate, who has onlv plaillered the v.'alls,

*' on completing the edifice, infcribes the foun-

" dation-ftone. But thefe heroes, as public ar-

' tificers and architects, have juftly immortaliied

•* their own names. It is no wonder therefore,

•* that you vanquilhed Pompey, fcratching his

* Pompev, at the age of twenty-nine, when he was only

s kni^'ht, was fent into Africa to encounter the party of

Marin?. La Bleterie.

+ M. TuUiu3 Decula and Cn. Cornelius Dolabella.

i The war of Spartacus.

§ Lucius Gellius. See Plutarch's Life of CrafTus, and

^^ " head,
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** head *, and more refembling a fox than a iion.

** When he was deferted by Fortune, who had

" long favoured him, you eafily conquered him

" fingle. Cut that your fuccefs was owing to ao

" fuperior abilities is evident ; for being in want

" of provifions (which, you know, is no fmali fault

** of a general f ), you fought, and were defeated |.

" And if Porapey, by his imprudence, or folly, or

" becaufe he could not govern his army, when h-e

** fiiould have protradled the war, gave battle §
" and did not purfue his vi(flory, his failure was

" the confequence of his own mifconduct, not of

" your military Ikill. The Perfians, on the con-

" trary, though in every refpe£l well prepared and

** amply provided, fubmitted to my dominion.

*' And as it becomes a good man and a wife
t3^

* In the original, Sxy'rj>.ci> KVi-^tna, v.hich the French

tranflator has p iraphraled, " who, for fear of difarranging
•' his hair, did not venture to touch his head but with his

" finger's end." Yet Ammianus (xvii. ii.) mentianin^

two ludicrous faults that the envious imputed to Pompey,

fays that this was one, quoJ gcnuino qnodam more caput una

Algito fcalpehat \
" that he fcratched his head, in a par-

" ticular manner, with one of his finger?."

•f Julian himfelf comn?.itted the fame fault in his Perfiaa

expedition.

X At the battle of Dyrrhacium,

^ This interpretation agrees better with the fenfe, and

with hiilory, than the proper fignification of the Greek

words, [which is, " when he flioulj have declined to c-i/e

" battle."] Fur certain it is, from Appian, Plutarch, and

other writers, that Pompey did not aft like a prudent ge-

neral in offering battle to C^efar at PharfaUa, when Cxfar

was in fuch a fituation, that he mull ealily have been re-

duced by his u'iint of neccflaries. Cantoclarus.

*' prince
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" prince to acl not only with moderation, but with

*' juftice, I took arms to revenge the Greeks on

•* the Perfians, and to free Greece from civil war.

** Nor was it ever my intention to ravage Greece,

*' but thofe only, who would have prevented my
** march againil Perfia, I chailifed. You, after

•' fubduing the Gauls and Germans, turned your

*' arras againfl your own country. What can be

*' worfe, what more infamous ?

*' You have mentioned, with a fneer, * my de-

' feating ten thoufand Greeks.' " That you your-

*' felves fprung from the Greeks, and that the

*' Greeks inhabited the greateft part of Italy, I

" well know^; but on this I will not infill:. With
" a fmall nation of them, the ^-coiians, your

" neighbours, you thought it of great confequence

•' to make an alliance ; but after they had fought

*' for you, why did you reduce them, and that

*• not eafily, to fubje6lion ? If then, in the old age,

*' as it has been called, of Greece, you could

*' fcarce reduce, not the whole, but one fmall

" nation, which was fcarce known when Greece

*' was in her vigour, what would have been the

" event, if you had been obliged to contend with

*' the Greeks w'hen flourifliing and united ? How
*^ much you w-ere alarmed by the invafion of

" Pyrrhus you need not be reminded. As you

'' think the conqueft of Perfia fuch a trifle, and

" depreciate an cnterprife fo glorious, tell me
" why, after a war of above two thoufand years,

•' you have never fubdued a fmall province be-

*' yond
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*' yond the Tigris *, fubjcCt to the Parthians ?

'* Shall I inform 3^00 ? The darts of the Perfians

** prevented 3'ou. Antony, who ferved under

** your command, can give you an account of

*' them f. But in lefs than ten years I conquered

** both Perfia and India. After this, do you dare

" to contend with me, who, trained to war from

*' my childhood, performed fuch deeds, that the

" remembrance of them, though they have not

*' been fuiEcicntly celebrated by hiilorians, will

" live for ever, lifce thofe of the invincible Her-

" cules, of whom I was the follower and' imitator ?

** I rivalled, in fhort, my anceftor Achilles, and,

" admiring Hercules, I trod in his fteps as nearly

" as a mortal can follow a God. Thus much, O
" ye Gods, it was neceffary for me to fay in my
'^ own defence againft an opponent, whom per-

*' haps it might have been better to have CIcntly

" defpifed. If I was guilty of any cruelties, the

* Meaning Babylonia, where rhe Romans never made
any folid conqueft. It was the northern part of Mefopo-
tamia. La Bleterie.

f Antony, having entered Media, thought himlelf

happy to eicape with the remains of his army, after lofrng

twenty thoufand men, and all his baggage. Julian might
have quoted many other Roman generals and Emperors
[CrafTiis in particular], who were worfe treated even than

Antony, in their expeditions againft the Parthian:, or

perfians. But he did not forefee that he himfelr would
foon add to the number of thole unfortunate heroes. Ibid.

It is impollible to read the intereiting narraVive of

Plutarch (torn. v. p. 102— 116.) without perceiving that

Mark Antony and Julian were purfued by the lame enemies,

and involved in the lame diiirefs. Gieju):,-.

*' innocenc
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** innocent were not the objedls, but fuch as had
*' frequently and notorioufly offended, and had
*^ made no proper ufe of their opportunities.

*^ And my offences even againfl: them were fol-

** lowed by Repentance *, a very wife Goddefs,

** and the preferver of thofe who have erred. As
*' for my chaftiling the ambitious, who ahvavs

" hated and had often injured me, in that I

" thought myfelf excufable.'*

This military harangue being concluded, thjs atten-

dant of Neptune gave the hoitf-'glafs to Octavi-

ANus, meafuring to him a very fmall quantity of

water, and at the fame time, reminding him of his

infolence to that Deity -f. On which having re-

fle£led with his ufual fagaciry, omitting to fay any

thing of others, he thus began :

** Inftead of depreciating the aftions of others,

^* O Jupiter and ye Gods, I will confine my whole

*' fpeech to what concerns myfelf. In my youth

* M/la/^-eXeYa. This Goddefs, thus deified by JnHan,

feeins rather taken from the Chriftian fcriptures, than the

Heathen mythology. The French tranilator ftyles her

Meta?iee, from Mtlonota, and " a celebrated retreat for pc-
*' nitcnts, known ia Ecclefiaftical hiftory by the name of
*' la Mitank:'

•j- In the war which OAavius waged againft Sextus

Pompey, many reproach him as well for fome of his -ex-

prelTions, as for his conduft, having faid, when his fleet

was loft in a ftorm, that *' he would gain the viftory even
' in fpite of Neptune." And accordingly, when the Cir-

cenlian games were next performed, he excluded the image

of that God from the folemniry. ^uct, Aug, c xvi.

Julian himfeif, in like manner, fwore afterwards, in a

paiiion, that he would never facrifice again to Mars. See

^mmianvs, x:civ. 6.

** I had
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* I had the government of my native city, like

* this illuftrious Alexander. The German wars,

' hke my father Cjesar, I happily concluded.

' Involved in civil diirenfions, I fubdued JEgy£,t

' at Aclium in a fca-fighr. I defeated Brutus and

' Caffius at Philippi, and I made the fon of Pom-
' pey contribute to my glory. Such, however,

* was my attachment to philofophy, that, indead

' of being difgufled at the freedom aflbmed by

* Athenodorus *, I was pleafed with it, and re-

' vered him as a preceptor, or rather as a parent.

' Areus-f alfo was my friend and conndenr. And,

' upon the whole, I was never guilty of the leaft

193

* A very bold a6>ion is related of this philofopher : Au-
guftiis, whofe behaviour vvas never very guarded, fome-

times made fome private affignations which might have

been fatal to him. One day, when a Roman lady was to

go to the palace incognito, Athenodorus got into a clofe

chair, and ordered himfelf to be carried to the apartment

of the Emperor. Then, ftepping out, with a i'word in.

his hand, " See," faid he, " to what you expole youri'elf

!

" Are you not afraid that fom^ republican, or an enraged
*' huftand, fliould take fuch an opportunity of putting

" you to death r" Auguftus thanked the philofopher for

his leflbn, and proniijcd to reform. He took greater pre-

cautions, no doubt, for the future, but his reformation

went no farther. Livia, it is well known, to maintain her

afcendant over him, was obliged to connive at his infidelities.

La Bleterie.

f Julian in his Epiilles mentions more than once the

philofopher Areus, and the eileem which Auguflus had

for him. Certainly if by philofophy are meant the phi-

lofophers, flie cannot but be well fatisfied with Auguftus.

Such equivocal expreffions are too common. J^'uL

Areus is mentioned in the Epillle to Themiftius, (fee p.

25. and note *) and in Epiltle LI.

Vol. I. O " offence
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^* offence againft philofophy. As Rome, I faw, had

*' been frequently reduced to the laft extremity by
** inteftine divifions, I fo re-eftablifhed her affairs,

** as to render them, by your affiftance, O ye

** Gods, firm and adamantine. Without indulg-

** ing an infatiable ambition, I fludioufly endeav-

" cured to enlarge her dominions ; but I concurred

** with nature in fixing the rivers Danube and

** Euphrates as their boundaries. After having fub-

" dued the Scythians and Thracians, I did not

** employ the long reign with which you indulged

*' me in meditating war aff^r war, but devoted my
** leifure to the corredtion of the evils which war
*' had occafioned, and to iegiflation ; in which, I

** apprehend, I did net confult the public wel-

" fare lefs than my predecelTors ; nay, if I muft

" boldly fpeak the truth, I confulted it more than

*' any who have governed fuch an empire. For
*' fome who have commanded armies, when they

" might at length have relied in peace, have made
*' one war the pretence for another, as the litigious

" contrive law-fuits. Others, when forced into a

" war,- have been imraerfed in pleafure *, and have

*' preferred the mofl: infamous purfuits, not only

*' to their glor}^, but even to their lives. Well
*' weighing all thefe things, I do not think myfeif

" entitled to the loweft place. But it becomes

" rae to acquiefce in whatever you, O ye Gods,

" may pleafe to determine."

* Alluding to Antony.

•2 Tra-
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Trajan was appointed to harangue next.

Though he had a talent for fpeaking *, fuch was

Lis indolence, that he ufually employed Sura to

coiTipofe his orations. Bawling, rather than fpeak-

ing, he difplayed to the Gods his Getic and Par-

thian trophies. He then lamented his old age, as

if that had prevented him from extending his Par-

thian conquefts. ^ You fool,' faid Silenus, ' you
* reigned twenty years, and this Alexander only

* twelve. Why, then, do you not condem.n your
* own indolence, indead of throwing the blarpe on

' want of time ?' Provoked at this taunt, for he was

not deficient in eloquence, though it was often

blunted by intemperance, Trajan added,

'' O Jupiter, and )-e Gods, when I affumed the

*' reins of government, I found the empire in a

*' torpid and divided ftate, occafioned partly by

* Trajan, it is faid, had v.fitten the hifiiory of his wars

-vith Xhc Dacians. There is a fnort Grt-ek epigram by
him in the Antholcgia, He was not Lrirned ; but he

eileemed and favoured men of letters. When he tri'-mphed.

over the Dacians, he had in his car the fophifl Dior,

Chryfciloir,, and, during the proceaion, he frequently

turned to fpcak to him. L. Licinius Sura was the confident

of Trajan, who loaded him wirh riches, and raifed him
thrice to the conuilfnip. The eceraies of Sura accufed hint

of a defign againil the life of tlie Emperor. Traj-in, by
way of anfwer, went to fup with Sura, had hiv eyes exa-,

iiii;ied by the furgeon, and was ftiaved by the barber, of

Sv.ra, and fupped with great gaiety. On the next day he

i?.:<\ to the accufers^ " Confcis that, if Sura wanted to dif-

" pritch me, heyefterf^ay miffed a fine opportunity." After

f!;e death of Sura, Trajaa borrowed the pen of Hadrian.

La Eleteeie.

O 2 " the
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** the tyranny which had long prevailed at home,

" and partly by the infults of the Getes abroad *.

'' I did not hefitate, however, fingly to attack the

'* nations beyond the Danube. That of the Getes

" I fubdued and extirpated; of all.the moft war-

*' like, not only by their bodily flrength, but by
** the courage with which they are infpired by the

" dodtrine of their renowned Zamolxis |. For the

" firm

•'• By the Getes may be underllood the Dacians. Dece-

balus, king of the Dacians, had obliged Domitian to pur-

chafe a peace, of which he endeavoured to cover the dif-

grace by a magnificent triumph. " The poets of the

** time," fays M. de Tillemont, " equalled his pretended
*' victory to thofe of Alexander and Ccefar." For that

they were paid, or expefted to be paid ; but the Romans
did not give them credit. Trajan, who was not difpofed

to be tributary to the Barbarians, availing himfelf of the

firft infraction which Decebalus made, or feemed to make,-

of the treaty, marched againft the Dacians. They de-

fended themfelves with much courage, and even conduft.

But at length Decebalus, being reduced to the laft ex-

tremities, deflroyed himlelf, and Dacia was made a pro-

vince. LaBletkrie.

f Zamolxis was the lawgiver of the Getes. [See p. 152.]

Some Greeks pretend that he had been the flave of Py-

thagoras } but Herodotus thinks Zamolxis much more

ancient. The opinion of the Getes as to the immortality of

the foul had an affinity to the metempfychofis : They faid

that the dead went to find Zamolxis, and every five years

they fent an exprcfs to reprefent to him the exigencies of

the nation. See Herod. /. iv. 49.

It muft not be fuppofed, that, before Zamolxis, thofe

people believed that the foul periflied with the body. Za-
molxis only publiflied his own private ideas concerning the

ftate of feparate fouls. No nation is or ever was perfuaded

that ail ends with death.. No nation has received from its

lawgivers the belief cf another life j the lawgivers have

eveiy



T H E C ^ S A R S. 197

*' firm perfuafion that they lliall not pcrifli, but

" only change their place of abode, makes them

" always prepared as tor a journey. This enter-

^\ prife I completed in Icfs than five years. Of
'' all the Emperors who preceded me * not one

" was fo mild to his fubjetts, nor can that be

" contefled with me even with this C^sar, be-

" fore unrivalled in clemency, nor by any other.

" The Parthians, till they infulted me, I thought if

'* unjuft to attack ; but after they had infulted me,

*' neither my age, nor the laws which allowed me
" to quit the fervice +, prevented ray invading

every where found it. Some have not mentioned this

doctrine, becaufe it was fufficiently eftablifhed. Others

have mentioned it, not in order to prove it, which was by
no means neceliary, but to particularife it, and to dil-

play its confequences. The perfuafion of the immor-
tality of the foul, as well as that of the exiftence of God,
is the tenet of mankind, and the faith of nature.

The contrary error is either the frenzy of a philofopher

who chooies to be fmgular, or the interelled wifli of a li-

bertine. La Bleterie.
* In the original, Ilavlajy twv v^o E;xa yEyovolwn avroxfoClo^'jjt

a.+;5?]y Tot; LiTr,xco*? a^oiolcclo:, " Of all the Emperors who pre-

" ceded me I was the mildell: to my fubjcfts." This paf-

fage, by which Trajan confounds himfclf with his prede-

ceflbrs^ is fimilar to that of Milron (noticed by Addifon in

the Spectator, N° 285.) in which Adam and Eve are ranked

among their pofleriry.

Adam, the goodliefi: man. of men iince born

His fons-, the fairell of her daughters Eve.

f Regularly, every Roman, after twenty years fervice,

was exempted from bearing arms. Trajan had ferved from

his earlieft youth. He was fifty-five years old, at leaft,

perhaps fifty.feven, when he made war with Cofroes, king

of Parthia. La Eleterie.

O 3
*' them.
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" them. Thus circumftanced, am not I, who Was

*' eminently mild to my fubje£is and formidable

** to my enemies, and who revered your divine

*' daughter, Philofophy, juflly entitled to fuperior

*• honours, and even to the firft rank V*

Trajan having concluded, it was allowed that

he excelled all in clemency, a virtue particularly

pleafing to the Gods.

Marcus Aurei.ius then beginning to fpeak, Si-

lenus faid, in a low voice, to Bacchus, ' Let us

^ hear which of his wonderful paradoxes and

' aphorifms this Stoic will produce.* But he,

fixing his eyes on Jupiter and the other Gods, thus

addreifed rhem :

" I have no oceafion, O Jupiter and ye Gods^

f* to harangue or difpute. If you were ip^noranc

" of my actions, it would be proper for me to ac-

*' quaint you with them ; but as you are privy to

" them, and nothing is concealed from you, you
" will honour me as I deferve."

Thus Marcus, as in every thing eife, feeined

worthy of admiration for his extraordinary pru-

dence in knowing when to fpeak, and when to be

iilent *.

* This^ is an imitation of a verfe of j^fchylus, quoted

by Aulus Geliius. in this particular, the pretended co[)y

of Marcus Aure.ius did not refemble his original. Juiinii

fpoke much and often. Lingua /"Jtorls et admodum raro

//f??//j, lays Ammianus, La BLfitRiE,

Con-
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CoNSTANTiNE * was then fammoned to fpeak.

He entered the lifts with confidence; but when he

relieved on the actions of his competitors, his own

feeired trivial and inconfiderable. He defeated, it

is tiue, two tyrants -f j one of them unwarlike and

pufil-

* Every impartial reader muft perceive and condemn the

partiality of Julian againfi: his uncle and the Chriftian re-

ligion. On this occafiOH the interpreters are compelled,

by a more facred interefl, to renounce their allegiance, and

dcfert the caule of their author. Gibbon.
The reflections, or farcafms, on the other candidates are v

confined to Silenus, or their antagonifts. On this occafioa

Julian is betrayed by his prejudice into a breach of the

unity of charader before obferved. by taking, or rather

i^iaking Mercury,his informant, take a decided part againfl:

Conftantine.

f Julian ufes his utmoft endeavours to depreciate the

exploits of his uncle. Conftantine was a great general j

and perhaps his mofl; fubftantial fault is his having been too

warlike. If he had good fortune, he deferved it ; and the

Pagans themfelves ack^iowiedged that his talents were equal

to his good fortune, himuncra in eo animi corporiftjue vir-

tutes claruerunt^ fays Eutiopius, MlUtaris vloria appeten-

tijimris, fortuna in hcUis pro/perd fuit ; vcrurn ita ut nnn fu-
peraret in(lujlricim, I know that Maxentius was a kind of

Sardanapalus, who, remaining at Rome, while his col-

legue made war, faid, that he alone was Emperor, and that

the ct'iers were his lieutenants ; that he confidered the

going from his palace to the gardens of Salluft as a long

joiuney, &c. But he had 200.000 troops, a great deal of

money, and good officers. " To dethrone him, Conffantine,'*

lays a contemporary author, " with an army lefs numerous
" than that of Alexander when he marched againfl Darius,*'

that is, with no more than 40,000 men," mull: have forced
*' the pafs of Succi, and have gained the battles of Turin,
" Bretcia, Verona, and Rome, of which the three firfr,

" at leaft, muil have been very obllinate and bloody.''

With regard to Licinius, he was not above fifty years

pld when he was defeated at the battle of Cibal, ai^l about

O' 4 fixty
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pufillanimous, the other unfortunate and advanced

in years, and borh of them odious to Gods and

men. As for his exploits againft the Barbarians,

they were ridiculous. For he, in a manner, paid

them tribute, to indulge his love of pleafure. He
flood therefore at a diHance from the Gods, near

the entrance of the moon, of whom he was ena-

moured *, and, gazing only on her, was regardlefs

of the viitcrv.

How-

fixty when he loll the battles of Adrianople and Chryfo-

polis, which rendered Conltantine mafter of the empire.

Licinius, with all his vices, was brave and Ikilful in the

condutt of war. He made his troops obfrrve the ancient

ilifcipline with extreme feverity. Whatever Julian may fay

of him, his age had not at all abated his courage, any more

than the vigour of his conllitution. He was always prof-

perous when he had not Conltantine to encounter. Add,

that the reproach with which iome writers have branded

Conftantine of breaking his word with Licinius, by putting

him to death after having promifed him life, feems remo\ed

by the filence of Julian. As to the viftories which he

gained over the Barbarians, that is, over the Franks, the

Germans, the Sarmatiatis, and the Goths, Julian is the

only one who defpifes thofe " exploits." It is well known
that Coui^^antine, far from " paying tribute" to the Bar-

barians, freed the Romans from that which they paid to the

Goths under the honourable name of penfion. But as he

took into the fervice of the empire 40,000 men of that

nation, the pay which he gave them is probably that which

J.'.lim calls " tribute." La Bleterie.
^ Why does Julian make Conflantine " enamoured of

*' the moon ?" TJiis is an enigma which I have endea-

vouied to folve. Am I fo fortunate as to have at lafl; fuc-

ceeded ? The reader fliall determine. Antiquaries agree,

that, from the earliv-ft times, the crefcent was the diftinc-

tion, or, as we fliould nou- exprefs it, the arms of Byzan-

tium, as it ftill continues to be of Coniiautinople. Thus,

when

I
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However, as it was necefiary for him to fpeak,

" In rheie particulars," faid he, '' I am fuperior

*' to my opponents; ro the Macedonian, in having

" fought again (l the Romans, Germans, and Scy-

'^ thians, inftead. of Afiatic Barbarians ; to Cjesar.

'* and OcTAviANus, in not having vanquiflied,

" like them, good and virtuous citizens, but the

" moil: cruel and wicked tyrants. To Trajam
*' alfo, for my ftrenuous exertions againil: tyrants,

'* I deferve no lefs to be preferred. To recover

" the province * which he conquered feems to me
'• equally

when Julian reproaches his uncle with being enamoured of

the moon, and attending I'olely to her, inftead of thinking

of the victory, the author, without detriment to the other

ideas to which this reproach may give rife, principally

means, that Conftantine, wholly devoted to the care of

founding and embellifliing his new-city, had neglecled the

aftairs of ftate, and fuffered his laurels to wither. This is

exactly what Zofimus, the copyer of Eunapius and the

echo of Julian, imputes to him, by faying, that " Con-
" ftantine, after the foundation of Conftantinople, had no
" fuccefs in war; ^nli>.£C7i''7roXBjx.ov ahvot. nKlop^xpy-i);, and that

" he fuffered the Barbarians to infult him in his new ca-

" pital." La Bleterie.
The above ingenious folution of a difficulty, before infu-

perable, will, I doubt not, be approved by every reader,

and adopted by all future commentators on the Cajfars.

* Meaning Dacia, which Trajan had reduced to a pro-

vince. Aurelian having abandoned it, it was ufurped by

the Goths. There can be no doubt of Conftantine having

carried his arms beyond the Danube. The two Viftors

enumerate, among his great actions, his having made a

bridge over that river. But it is certain, that he did

not conquer the country of the Dacians. I am convinced

that Julian, in order to render him ridiculous, reprefents

him as affecting the importance of a conqueror on account

of
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" equally meritorious: perhaps to regain is more

*' laudable than to gain. As to this Marcus, he,

*' by faying nothing for himfelf, yields us all the

*' precedency.'*

' But, Constantine/ faid Silenus, ' why do

* you not mention, among your great works, the

' gardens of Adonis * ? " What mean you, '* replied

CoNSTANTiNE, *' by the gardens of Adonis 'f
?"

of fnme advantages which he had gained over the Gotlis

fettkd in Dacia ; and perhaps for lome forts which he had

erefted on the left of the Danube. With the fanne view,

Julian makes him draw, from the filence of Marcus
Aurelius, the jnoil abfurd, and, I may venture to fay,

the moft foolifti conclufion that can be imagined.

La Bleterie,
^ Thus Suidas :

" The gardens of Adonis coniifted of
*' lettuce and fennel, which were fown in pots. It is ufed
*' as a proverb of things immature, or, when in feafon,

*' flight, and not rooted, not laiting, but adhering only
*' to the furface." See Atken. 1. iv. c. 8. and Arrian's

EpicletUS.
*

CANTOCLARtJS,

Thus Shakfpeare fays,

Tiiy promifes are like Adonis' gardens,

That one day bloomM, and fruitful were the next.

I Hen. IV. Aft. I. Sc. II.

And Mr, Eramftone, in his Man of Tafte. (Dodfley's

Poems, Vol. I.) fays,

Pors o'er the door I'll place, like cits balconies,

Which Bentley calls the gardens of Adonis
;

and refers to Bentley's Milton, b. IX. ver, 439.
" • thofe gardens feign'd

Or of reviv'd Adonis.

lie might have referred to much more ancient writers

than Milron or his commentator, whom one would not

]iave expected to have been ridiculed for this expreffion by
a Icholar.

+ , Could Conftantinc^ though a Chriftian, be ignorant

of the riies of a religion which he had long praftifed ? If

1 miitake not, he is here mtant to be acculed on the moft

comm-jn fubjc6tG. La Bleterie.
' Pots/

I
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^ Pots,'anfweredSilenus,* filled with earth, in which

•^ women fow herbs in honour of that lover * of

^ Venus. They flourifn for a fl^ort time, but foori

* fade.* At this Constantine bluflied, knowing

it to be intended as a farcafm on his own a£iions.

Silence being proclaimed, it was expelled that

the Gods would immediately have determined the

pre-eminence by their votes. But they thought it

proper firft to examine the intentions of the can-

didates, and not merely to collecl them from their

adions, in which Fortune had the greatefl fnare ;

and that Goddefs, being prefent, loudly reproached

them all, Octavianus alone excepted, who, fhe

faid, had always been grateful to her. Of this the

Gods apprifed Mercury, and commanded him to

begin with alking ALEXA^^DER " what he

** thought the higheft excellence, and what

" was his principal view in all the great aftions

•' and labours of his life ?" He replied, ' Univerfal

' conquefi.' " And in this," fiiid Mercury, '* did '

*' you think you fucceeded ?" ' Certainly,* an-

fwered Alexander. Silenus added, with a fneer-

ing laugh, " You forget that you were often con-

^' quered by my daughters," meaning vines 5 and

ridiculing Alexander for his intemperance.

Alexander, well verfed in the Peripatetic apho-

rifms, replied, ' Things inanimate cannot conquer.

' There can be no contention with them, but only

f with men or animals.' At this, Silenus ironically

* AfJji (" hufband") iti the original.

exprciling
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exprefTmg his admiration, exclaimed, " Alas ! alas!

*' how great are the fubterfuges of logicians ! But

*' in what clafs will you rank yourfelf, among"

*' things inanimate, or among the animate and

*' living ?" Alexander, with fome difpleafure,

replied, * Be lefs fevere ; fuch was my mag-

* nlmity, that I was convinced that I (liould be,

* nay that I whs, a God.' " You allow then,'*

faid Silenus, " that you were often conquered by

" yourfelf, whdn anger, griefs or fome other paffion

*' debafed and debilitated your mind." ' But,*

anfwered Alexander, ' for any one to conquer

* himfelf, and to be conquered by himfelf, are fy-

' nonymous. 1 am talking of my victories over

' others.' '* Fie upon your logic !" returned Si-

lenus ;
" how it dete61s my fophiftry ! Biit when

** you were wounded in India *, and Peucefles lay

•' near you, and you, almofl breathlcfs, were car-

*^ ried out of the city, were you conquered by him

" who wounded you, or did you conquer him r"

' I not only conquered him,' replied Alexander,
' but I alfo deftroyedthe city.' " Not you, indeed,

" you Immortal," faid Silenus; " youlay like Homer's

* Alexander, when he was befiegiug the capital of the

Oxydracae, according to Quintus Curtius, but, as others

iay, of the Mallians, was fo rafli as to leap alone into

the city, where he was dangeroufly wounded with an

arrow byan Indian, who, believing him dead, then ad-

vanced to fl:rip him. Alexander, however, recovering,

killed hirn with his dagger, and was foon after refcued by

his foldiers, and carried oft" to his tent almoft dead.

La Bleterie.

" Hecflor,
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" He^or *, -languid, and almoft expiring ; others

*^ fought and conquered." ' True, anlvvered

Alexander, ' but under my command.' *^ How
" could they obey you," faid Silcnus, '' who were

*' carried out almofl dead ?'*

He then fung thefe verfes of Euripides -j-

:

" Unjufl the cultora of the Greeks; the troops

*' The battle gain, their leaders gain the glory."

' Say no more, ray dear father,' faid Bacchus,

* left he Ihould treat you as he treated Clitus/

At this Alexander bluflied, wept, and was

Glent.

This difcourfe ended. Mercury thus interrogated

CiESAR :
" What, C^sak, was the principal vie\V

" of 3^our life :" ' To excell my conteraporaries»'

he replied, ' and neither to be, nor to be thought,

' fecond to any." " This," faid Mercury, '* is

" not quite clear. In what did you particularly

" wilh to excell, in wifdom or eloquence, in mili-

** tary skill, or political abilities?" ' In every

* thing,' anfwered Cesar. * I was delirous of be»

' ing the fir ft of men ; but, as that was impofhble,

* I endeavoured to be the moft powerful of my
* fellow-citizens.' *' And had you much power

*' among them r" faid Silenus. * Certainly,' re-

* When he was wounded by Ajax. II. XIY. 432. and

XV. 246.

t In his Andromache. Clitus is faid to have repeated

thefe verfes at a banquet of Alexander, in order to de-

preciate his exploits, by which he provoked Alexander to

kill him, as Qiiintus Curtius informs us, in his eighth book,

and Plutarch, in his Life of Alexander. Barnes.

3 Plie^

205
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plied C^sAR, for I became their governor/

*' That," returned Silenus, " yon might be : but

** you could never gain their love, though, for

** that purpofe, you diffembled much humanity,

" adting a part like a player, and meanly flatter-

*• ing aii men/^ * What!' faid C^sar ;
* was I

* not loved by the people who perfecnted Brutus

* and Caffias ?' " That," replied Silenus, *' was

** not becaufe they had murdered you ; for on that

•* account the people made them confuls -
; but

** for the fake of your money, as foon as they had

" heard your will, and found that no fmall reward

•* was given to thofe who (hould be their enemies."

This difcourfe alfo being concluded, Mercury

thus accofted Octavianus: * Will you alfo tell us

* what was your principal view ?* He replied,

" To reign well." " What means that >" faid

* This is contrary to" hiilor}-. Brutus and Caffius were

not nominated to the confulfhip by the people. The
former was to have filled that place four years after, but

that was an arrangement made by Caefar. Though, in-

stead of v~*Ti?f, " confuls,'"' we fliould read avWaTsj,
*' pro-conf'-ils," Julian would flill be miftaken. It was
not the people, but the lenate, that inveHed Brutus and

Caiuiis with pro-confular power in the provinces of which

thofe two republicans had taken poffcffion. La Bleterie.

M. de la Bleterie has altered this paflage, in his tranf--

lation, to " they thought them worthy of the confulfhip
*' for having killed you." I cannot allow myfelf fuch a

liberty, remembering the rule of Rofcommon,
Your author always will the beft advife,

Fail when he falls >—

,
A tranflator may corred: his author in the notes, but

in the text he fliould let him fpeak bis own language. /

Silenus.
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Silenus. " Explain, Augustus, as this is pretended

" even by the wicked. Even Dionyfius * thought

^' that he reigned well; and fo did the flill more

" abandoned Agathocles *." * You know then/

replied Octavianus, ' ye Gods, that when I

* parted with my grandfon -j-, I prayed you to

* give him the courage of C-«sar, the conduct of

* Pompey, and my good fortune.' " Many (latuefJ

*' of Gods," faid Silenus, *' mod curioufly carved,

" of Gods of great merit, have been fent us by

" this flatuary." * Why,' anfwered Octavianus,

* do you give me that ridiculous appellation ?'

** As Nymphs are carved," he replied, " have not

*' you formed Gods, one of vvhoin, and the prin-

*' cipal, is this C^sar r" Octavianus blufhed
I,

and faid no mere.

Mercury then, addrefling himfelf to Trajan,

asked, ^ what end his actions had in view ?' " The
" fame," he replied, •' as thofe of Alexander,
*' but with more moderation/' ' So you were

* conquered,' faid Silenus, "- by more ignoble paf^

' f:ons. He was frequently fubdued by anger,

* you by the vileft and moft dlfgraceful plea-

* Tyrants of Syracufe well kno^'n.

f Aiiguftus wiffied this to C. Csefar, the elceft fon cf

Agrippa and JuHa, when he fent hiip. to wage war in the

call. . La Bleterie.

X Auguftus had reafon to blafli at thcfe extravagant

apotheofes ; and Julian was in the right to ridicu'e them.

But (liould he no<: have reflected that many of the Gods
whom he worfliippcd were no more than im^.ges a little

^older ? jMagis e longinouo revereniia. Ibid.

20'

t f..urcs.
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' fures *, " Plague on you!" faid Bacchus. " Your
** farcafms prevent their fpeaking for themfelves.

*' A truce with 3'our jokes, and conlider now what

" you can find reprehenfible in Marcus ; for he

*' feems to me, in the fcnfe of Simonides -f, per-

" feft and faultlefs j." Then Mercury, turning

towards Marcus, faid, * And whjit, O fage, did

* you think the greateft happinefs ?' With a low

voice, and with great diffidence, he replied, '' To
" imitate the Gods." This anfwer was immedi-

ately deemed highly noble and praife-worthy.

Nor would Mercury queflion him any farther,

convinced that Marcus would always anfwer with

equal propriety. In this opinion all the other

Gods concurred. Silenus only exclaimed, ' By
' Bacchus, I will not fpare this fophid §. Why
* did you formerly eat bread and drink wine, and

* not neftar and ambrofia, like us V *' Not in

" order to imitate the Gods," replied he, " but

*' to nouriili my body, from a perfuafion, whether

*' true or falfe, that your bodies alfo require

* Yet Pliny the vounger makes an admirable elogium on

the chaflity of Trajan. Rely on panegyrifts. La Bleterie.

-f- A native of Ceos, one of the Cyclades, diftinguiflied

by his elegiac verfes. His anfwer to Hiero's queflion,

" What is God ?" is well known.

I In the original, Til^myuvocy " four - cornered," or
*' fqiiare." This expreffion occurs in one of the fragments

of this poet llill prelerved.

^ No one lefs deferves the name of fophift than Marcus

Aurelius. " A great proof of the regard of the Gods for

•' me," fays he, ..." is that having a very great love

*' for philofophy, I have never fallen into the hands of any
*' fophift; that I have not amufed niyfelf with reading

" their books, or unravelling their vain lubtleties, &c."

Meditations of Marcus Antoninus. La Bleter i e.

being
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*' being nourtlhed by the funves- of* ^aGrifices *^ I

*' did not;, ihowever, think that you were to be tmi-

" rated 3n this, but in your minds.** Sileilws, as

vncdi ftutined at this as if he had be£n f^radkby a

skilftil -boxdr, replied, * -This is fenvewhflt plau-

* ftbfe f.^btft tell ins n^v'^ili' what 'dwi yen for-

' merly thittkylfhat the frBitStibn of the Gods con-

^. fi fled?.- .^^R-c us aofwe-red, "In having -as few

** WEnt&, sad -doing as much ^cod, as peffible."

V What i 'had you no wants r' faid Silenus. " As
" ta myfdt'y' replkd Marcus, '' I had none; but

f*' -my bodyperiiaps had a few." Marcus feem-

ing in this alfo to have anfvvered vvifeiy, Sildmas at

Jaft, iniifted on - what he thought -impix^^t and

ninjuil in the conduft of Marcus towards his

wife and fon, his enrolling her among the God-

"^i^e_s,Jan^l.entrulViDg the empire tp ,hite. .
* Jn

* this. ;allQ/ £tid Marcus, * I iraisated the Gods.

* For 1 pradifed that raaxim of Homer,

* JtiUan adopts this .g;;o{Ji .conception by aicribing it to

his favourite Marcus Antoni:;us. The Stoics and Flatonifts

hefiUted betiveen ths anakg}- of bodies and the purity of

.fpirits^ ^-et the graveft philofophers inclined to the

Svhimfical fancy of Ariftophanes and Julian, that an \m-

believing age might ftarve tb^ immortal Gods. Giebo^'.

t The Gods of Julian are not jealous Gods. On the con-

trary, they are of a good compofition, according to the ar-

rogant philof.phy of the Stoics, who were fo chimerical as to

imagine, that man has no need of any inw'ard fipport, and

that he m-ay become like to God without any other ftrength

than that of nature. " In which man," faid they, " has
*' the advantage of Jupiter himfelf. Jupiter is good by
'* nature, but the wife man is good by his own choice."

La Bleterie,

Vol. I. P * The
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* The wife whom choice and paflion both approve,

* Sure every wife, and worthy man will love ^»

' And as to my fon, I am juftified in my behaviour

* by that of Jupiter hirafclf. " I fhould long aga,"

* faid he U) Mars, *' .have transfixed thee with a

** thunder- bolt, if I had not loved thef^beeaufe thoii

** ait my fon |." * Befides, I nevtrimagined. that

' CoMMODUs would have proved;fo pnofligate. And
* though his youth, affailed on all fides by flroirg

' temptations, was hurried away by the:;W0i:ft,'I

' entruited the government to one poi! yet •c6r-

^ rupted. Afterwards, indeed, he becaicne'wcked.

-
' IVIy tendernefs therefore to my wife was'copied

* from the example of the divine Achilles J, arid

.: ,ii -..'jthat

..To'tLnn r'^iv."

* Pope, 45^0, This is faid by Achiiles, on the fubje6t

of Brifeis, whom hecorifiders as his wife,' an"d whom Aga-

memnon h^d taken from him, 11. IX. 343.^ L/a'Bleterie.

Julian, after Homer, fryles Brlfeis "the y^].:c" (^«/*e1*)?)

of Achilles, as he had before ftyled'Adonis -' the husband"

(afn^) of Venus. Onewould think he had leadThelyphthora.

f This- is the lubftance of what Jupiter fays to .Mars.

II. ¥.896, &e.
'--'''X''^'

^''^^'^-''-^'^'--^'^^'-^

' J -It- is impoffible fully to -Jifftrfy'the w'erkli'fr^s of Slarcus

Aurelius in regard to hisvvife. Julian, however, might

have made him offer a more plaulible excufe than a maxim

true in general, but liable to feme excdptions ; and.which,

for having come from the mouth of the divine Achilles, an

authority very weak in point of conduft^, was not themorc
applicable to the cafe of Marcus Aurelius. He might

have alleged, not in his judiiication, 'but as an excufe,

that, never fufpe^ling evil^ and. judging of others by him-

felf, he had" thought that his wife was v.-hat fhe ovight to

have been. Whatever fome hiilorians may fay, IMarcus

Aurelius was ignorant of the irregularities of Fauftina, as

he thanks the Gods '* for having given him a wife fo good-

^*.natured
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* that to my fon * was in imitation of the fuprcme

* Jupiter ; and, befides, in both thefe I was guilty

'of

** natured anj obliging, full of tendernefs for her husband,
" and of a wonderful fimpjicity of manners." Meditations

of Marcus Antoninus, 1. i. XVII.
" This ought not to feem very furpriling," fays Madam

Bacier, " if we confider, on one fide, the iimplicity of
" Antoninus," (fo fhe always calls Marcus Aurelius) '* and,
*' on the other, the genius of Fauftina, who had no lefs

" art than beauty, and who had captivated the emperor
*' by all the external demonllrations of a tendernefs, which
" appeared great in proportion to its falfliood. Half as

" much would have been fufficienc to deceive a man much
" more diHruftfuI and fufpicious than Antoninus. If, after

" this, any' are obftinately afloniflied at his ignorance,'*

contifiues Madam Dacier, " I have no objection, perfuaded,

" that thofe who are fo aftonilhed are in the fame licuation ;

*' for the world abounds with fuch examples, and there is

' *' 'nothing of which v>omen are more capable than fuch
-" diffimulation." '

'.' - -

Madam Dacier adds,^tfi&t,'*' if, in the fat Pre of the
•* Cxf^rs, this prince, inftead of excufing hTrnfelf on ac-

" count of his ignorance, alleges the maxim of Achilles,

•' and the example of other emperors, who have paid the
*' fame honours to their wives, though they were no more
" vvorthy than Fauftina, the reafon probably was, that

** Julian meant to include in this fatire the wives of Ha-
*' drian, Vefpafian, and Auguftus." That Tnay be. But

I rather think that Julian imagined he had anfwered every

thing when he had quoted fome v'erfe of Homer.
La Bletexie,

The deification of Fauflina is the only defecft v.hich

Julian's criticifm is able to difcover in the allVaccompHnied

Marcus Aurelius. ' ;''/._ Gibbon,
Another *' defeft," obferved by Juliari in .M:lrcus- Aure-

lius, was the entrufting the empire to his fon. See"^. "zo)^.

* We will not fay, with the Emperor Severus',* that

'Marcus Aurelius ought to have put his fon Commqdus to

death. But the faults, which paternal tendemeis made that

philofophical Emperor commit, are utterly inexcufable in fo

P 2 great
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* of no innovation. It is the general cuftom for

' fons to fucceed to the inheritance of their fathers,

' and this is alfo the vviih of all. Nor was I

* the firfl: who decreed divine honours to a wife,

' there being many precedents. To have intro-

* duced it might perhaps have been unrtiafonable

;

* but to prevent the nearefl: relations from foU

' lowing a cuflom edabliflied by others, would be

* unjuft. But I forget myfelf, and have been too

' prolix in ray apology to you, O Jupiter and ye

great a man. I know that he at firft took all polTible

methods to give his fon an excellent education. But ferae

corrupters inlinuated themfelves into the favour of that

prince. It is faid, that, when Marcus Aurelius removed

them, Commodus was fo chagrined as to be ill,, ,and that

his father had the weaknefs to reflore them to him.

Be that as it niay, one of thefe three things muft be

allowed ; either Marcus Aurelius was apprifed of the bad

inclinations, of his fon ; or he confidered him as a young
man wavering between good and evil; or, laftly, he thought

him folidly virtuous. In the firft cafe, the empire not beii^g

hereditary, Marcus Aurelius fhould have caufed the fenjitc

to name him another fucceffor, ^nd not have fallified the

fair fpceches which he himfelf had made : " May my
" children perifti, if they lefs deftrve to be loved than
" thofe of Caffius, and if their lives are not ufeful to the

*' republic!" In the fecond cafe, was the lov.e of his

country difplayed by expofing it to the rilk of having a vicious

Emperor ? On the third fuppofition, how can this prince

be exculpated for having depended too much on the virtues

which he thought he faw in a child ? He made the fenate

confer on him, at the age of fifteen or fixteen at moft, both

the confulfliip, and the tribunitial power, and even the title

of Auguftus ; and by that in a manner divcfted himfelf of

paternal authority. Antoninus had not done fo much in

favour of Marcus Aurelius himfelf, though he was fo early

attached to virtue. La Bleterie.

' Gods,
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* Gods, who know all things. Pardon me this

* indifcretion/

When Marcus had finifhed his fpeech, Mer-

cury interrogated Constantine, and aiked him,

*' What good end he had in view?" * Havin_^

' amafied great riches */ he replied, * to disburfe

* them liberally in the gratification of my own de-

' fires, and thofe of my friends/ At this, Silenus

burft into a fit of loud langhter, and faid, ** You
'* now wiili to pafs for a banker

f ; but how can

" vou

* It is difficult to conceive that Conftantine did not op-

prefs his fubjcfts. I mean, that he did not lay feme new
burthen upon them, and even that he granted fome dimi-

nution of the old ones, according to M. de Tillemont.

However, if we confider the ftate in which the empire muft

be, after fo many civil wars, after having fuffered the reigns

of that crowd of Emperors and Ctefars, or rather tyrants,

each of whom expended as much as a fingle fovereign, we
fliall allow that, in fuch circumftances, the defign of found-

ing a new capital, and of making Conflantinople at once

equal to Rome, the work of fo many ages, was not that

of a prince fufficiently intent on the welfare of his fubje(9;s.

But to fay that, in amafling wealth, his object was to

fatisfy the pallions of others, is unjuftly to render him re-

fponlible for the abufes whicU v/ere made of his liberality

by fome of his friends, whom perha])3 he had not chofen

with fufficient difcernment. To pretend that his view was
to fatisfy his ou-n paiTions is a calumny, unlefs it means his

palTion for Kev/ Rome : that paffion, however, did not fo

exhaull his treafnres as to leave him nothing to diftribute

in immenfe charities, in building and endow nig churches,

and in magnificently rewarding men of letters and artifts.

La Bleterie.

t To uaderfland this farcaflic p'eafantry of Silenus, we
muft fuppofe that the bankers at that time lived and dreifed

vsry penurioully. " As by your own confeflion,*' fays

P 3
Silenus,
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" you forget your living like a cook, or a liair-

" drefler ? This your hair and looks formerly

Silenus, " you employed yourfeif in receiving and counting

" money, like a banker, you ought to have lived and
*' dreffed like one. You ought not to have indulged your-
" felf in good cheer, in inventing new ragouts, in paying
" fo much attention to your hair." The table of Con-

ftantine was ferved with magnificence. By his medals it is

thought that he was perhaps too curious in drefs. Eufe-

bins mentions fome white hair that was among the pre-

lents which were fent him by Barbarian kings *. He wore

gold-flowered ftuffs, and a diadem adorned with jewels and

pearls. What a fcandal to Julian, v/ho baniflaed from his

palace all the cooks, who lived on vegetables, who ne-

glected his hair and his perfon, on whom the diadem fat

fo heavy that he retained it only through policy ! He muft

have been enraged at him who had made the ufe of it

common, and by that means laid his fucceflbrs under the

oeceffity of wearing it. La Bleterie.

The drefs and manners, which, towards the decline of

life, he chcfe to affeft, fer\Td only to degrade him in the

eyes of mankind. The Afiatic pomp, which had been

adopted by the pride of Diocletian, aflTumed an air of

foftnefs and efTeminancy in the perfcn of Conftantine. He
is reprefented with falfc iiair of various colours, laborioufly

arranged by the &iir\:l artifts of the times, a diadem of a

new and more expenfive failnon, a profufion of gems and

pearls, of collars and bracelets, and a varieg.-ted flowing

robe of filk, moft curioufly embroidered with flo'.vers of

gold. In fuch apparel, fcarc%ly to be excufed in the youth

and folly of Elagsbalus,. we are at a lofs to difcover the

wifdom of an aged monsrch. and the fimplicity of a Roman
veteran. Julian, in the Caefar?, attempts to ridicule his

uncle. His fulpicious teflimony is confirmed, however,

by the learned Spanheim, with the authnriry of medals.

Eufebius alleges, that " Conftantine drefled for the public,

" not for himfelf." Were this admitted, the vaineft cox-

comb could never want an exciife. Gibeon.

* Sec Euftbius's L'.fe of Conftantine IV,

*' proved.
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*' proved, but no^v your words demonftrate."

Thus feverely farcaflic was Silenus.

Silence being proclaimed, the Gods gave their

votes privately. Moft were in favour of Marcus *,

but Jupiter, after difcourfing apart with his father,

ordered Mercury to make the following procla-

mation :
' All you who have engaged in this con-

' left, know, that, by our laws and decrees, the

* vidtor is allowed to rejoice, but not to inf '.c the

* vanquifhed. Depart then wherever you pleafe,

* under the patronage of the Gods, and, for the

* future, refiding here, let every one choofe fome

* guardian and proteflor.'

Alexander, immediately haftened to Hercules,

and OcTAviANus to Apollo ; but Marcus at-

tached himfelf clofely both to Jupiter and Saturn.

CiESAR wandered about, and ran here and there,

'till Mars and Venus, moved with compaffion,

called him to them. Trajan joined Alexander,

as if he would feat himfelf in the fame place.

But CoNSTANTiNE not finding among the Gods

the model of his anions, and perceiving the God-

defs of Pleafure, repaired to her. She received

him very courteoufly, embraced him, and then

dreffing him in a woman's variegated gown, and

* Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer a Greek to a

Roman. But when he icrioully compared a hero with a

phiiofopher, he was feniible that mankind had much greater

obligations to Socrates than to Alexander. Gibbon.
See his Epiflle to ThemiAius, p. 24.

P 4 nicely
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nicely cuxling^ his hair, 1-ed him away- to Luxury *.

With her he found one of his fons -f^ who loudly

proclaimed,

* Aa-cJlio.. Julian here perionifies Lux'-jry, or (as M. de

Ja Bleterie tranflates it) Debaiicriery, and places her among-

the Gods, in the fame manner as he had before deified

Pleafure (Tgy$.n), and Repentance (Mila^£^««.)

f This fon, whom Conftantine finds with Debauchery, is

not' one of the three who had followed him to the banquet,

and whom, Julian fays a little lower, their father '' led

" out of the affembly of the Gods." He here means

Crifpus, the eldeft of all, a pupil of the celebrated Lac-

tantius, and known by his tragical death Hill more than

by his viftories. But why does Julian place near De-
bauchery that prince wKom hiftory mentions as an unfor-

tunate hero ? Is it becaule he thought him gui'ty of the

crime of which his flep-mother acculed him ? No ; that

would tend to the exculpation of Conflantine. . It is rather

owing to Julian's continuing to treat a manner of living

lefs-fiugular than his own as effeminacy and debauchery.

Crifpus was charged by the Emprefs Fauna with the {aw.Q

crime of which phiedra had formerly accufed Hippolytu?,

and of intending to dethrone his father. Conflantine, too

credulous, put his fon to death, and foon after, having

difcovered the innocence of Crifpus, he puniflied the falfe

accufer with a rigour that was confidered as a new crime.

Thefe two deaths, and that of his nephew, young

l.icinius, are indeed enormous crimes, which might have

Ivien expiated by the baptifin which Conftantine received

before he died. But we m.iy judge of the tttt£t which

they produced on fuch fuperficial and corrupt minds as

imputed to religion the faults of its profeflcrs, both by the

blafphemies of Julian and of modern infidels. Without

pretending to ps-netrate into the judgments of God, we
jnay confuler, with M. de Tlllejnonr, as the chaftri'ement of

thefe cruel actions of Conliancine, bcth the faults which

the Arians made him commit, and the extinftion of his

family, which feemed likely to continue for many ages ; yet,

numerous as it was, periflicd in lefs than forty years, by

fuch a variety of bloody and untimely d-^aths, as excites

horroTi No^uj therefore the fvcord JImU not depart from
'' thhii
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proclaimed, ** Let all, whether they be libertines,

*' or murderers, or whatever be their crimes *,

" boldly

thine houfe . . . hccaufe thou hajl ^Ive?! g^eat cccaf.on to the

eHCfitiej of the Lord to hlafpheme. La Bleterie,

Such haughty contempt for the opinion of mankind,

whilft it imprints an indehble difgrace on the memory of

Conftantine, mull remind us of the very different behaviour

of one of the greateft monarchs of the prelent age. The
Czar Peter, in the full polieffion of dt-fpotic power, fub-

mitted to the judgment of Ruffia, of Europe, and of pof-

terity, the reafons which had compelled him to fubfcribe

the condemnation of a criminal, or, at leaft, a degenerate

fon. Gibbon.

* One vvrould think, at firl!:, that Julian aliuoes to the

ftory which the Pagans of the fifch century circulated

on the fubjeft of the converficn of Conftantine. They
faid, that that prince, ftruck with remorfe for having put

his fon and his wife to death, having afeed Sopater, chief

of the Platonic fchool, and the Pagan pontiffs, whether

the religion of the Gentiles had any expiation to efface

fuch crimes, anfwered him, that it had not ; that, in con-

fequence, Conftantine had a conference with a certain

^^gyptian, who had come from Spain to Rome, and was well

known to the women of the palace ; that this ^Egyptian and

fome bifhops affured him that the Chriftian religion would
give him what the Pagans refufed him ; and that there was

no kind of wickednefs which could not be wafhed in the

blood of Jefus Chrift ; and that, upon their anfwer, he

embraced Chriftianity, and declared himfelf its protecT:or.

This relation proves that the Pagans did not confider

Condantine as a man without confcience ; and that, more
equitable than our free-thinkers, they afcribed his change,

not to policy, but to convidion. If the flory were true,

there would be no more pretence to infult lis for the faults

of Gonfiantine, as he mull have committed them in the

darknefs of idolatry. ' Buf truth obliges me to fay, that the

fa6t cannot be fiipported. For, i. as Sozomen remarks,

the phiicfopher Sopater, being well vcrfed in the religion

of the Gentiles, could nof be ignorant that it had fome

prt:cnde<l-e>.piations for fuch cafes as th:;t of Conltantuie.

4 2. It
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" boldly advance, for by fprinkling them with

** water, I will immediately make them pure. And
" if

2, It is not credible that the pontiffs of the idols fliould

have been fo filly as to lay him under an abfolnte neceffity

of providing hiinfelf elfewhere. If they had not had ex-

piations, they would have invented them, to qui: t the con-

,
fcience of an Emperor whom they faw on the eve of de-

ferring them, and throwing him.felf into the arms of the

Chriftians. 3. Crifpus, Faufta, and young Licinius died

in 326; and in the year 312 Conftantine acknowledged the

Chriftian religion as the only true one.

Julian was too well acquainted with the hiftory of his

family, and the a^ra of the converfion of Conftantine, to

have had in view a fable, which he confidered as a fable,

fuppofing that in his ti'Tie it had been yet invented. I

imagine therefore that this apollate introduces Crifpus

vaunting the efficacy of baptifm and repentance, in order

To inf.nuate, by that profane irony, that the profpecl of the

refources offered to fmners b-y the Chriuian religion had

emboldened Conftantine to flied the blood of his relations.

It. was a common calumny with the Pagans to fay, that

Chriilianity favoured the corruption of men by promifing

pardon to tl:e greateft crimes; as if thegofpel promifes any

thing to incorrigible finners, or affurcs them that they fliali

have time and the will to reform.

This calumny is the more atrocious in the mouth of

Julian, as, having been of the clergy, he muft be better

acquainted with the fpirit of the church, with the wife

precautions and long probations that fhe employs to be

aifured of the converlion both of catechumens and of

penitents. A religion, which did not offer to the mod mife-

riblc man a method of recovering the favour of God, would

be an ineffc-cftual religion, and little worthy of the goodnefs

of God who would have all nien faved. It would indeed

favoiu" corruption by pir.nging cr leaving the guilty in de-

fpair. A religion, which fiiould pretend to efface crimes by

mere ceremonies, without reforming the criminal, would be

no more than a tV.rce, a defpicable palliative, likely to ex-

alpcrate the diieafe, but not to cure it. Chriftianity ob-

fervcs the juit mean. Adapted to the wan:s of mankind,

and
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" if they Ihould relapfe, they need only fmite

" their breads and beat their heads, and they will-

" again be purified.'*

To'

and worthy of the fanflity of its author, it prefents men,

to whatever abyfs of degradation and mifery vice may have-

reduced them, with a line which condui!:1s them flraii: to

God, provided, and not elfe, that they become new men
in and by jefiis Chrift. In all times, fome, feparating the

promife from the condition, have aflumed, by a deplorable

abiife, a kind of title to fin more boldly. But God for-

bid, that, on the word of an accufer, who guelTes and can-

not prove, we flioxild think, that Conftantine was of that

number, and that the expeftation of baptifm fhould have

influenced him to aftionsfor which he is juftly reproached!

After all, it is not the fault of phyfic, if, from the uncer-

tain hope of the affiftance that it offers, fome are fo ex-

travagant as to aggravate their difeales.

Befides the flanderous imputation juii: mentioned, I per-

ceive in the words of Crifpus a fatirical flroke which is not

undeferved. By the confeiTion of Eufebius (which is faying

every thing) Confcantine did not enough diftinguifli from
true Chriflians thofe who embraced Chriftianity only to

make their fortunes. " By their hypocrify and artifice,"

fays Eufebius, " they infinuated themfelves into the favour
'' of the Emperor, and much injured his reputation." Julian

therefore here means to reproach Conftantine for having

over-looked everything, and pardoned everything, provided

his religion was profefTed. But why did not the cenfor

perceive, that he himfelf is more juiily entitled to the like

cenfure ? Neither the unc!e nor the nephew had fufficient

delicacy as to their profelytes. Yet they muil: have been

Avell acquainted with a memorable ftory of Conflantius.

Chlorus. That prince, at the time when his collegues

were perfecuting Chriilianity with fire and fword, af-

fembled fuch ofiicers of his palace, and governors of his

provinces, as were Chriftians, and gave them the alter-

native, either of retaining their places, by facrificing to the

Gods, or of lofing them by adhering to their religion.

When they had all made their options, he faid to the pre-

varicators,
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To this Goddefs Constantin£ gladly devoted

himfelf, and with her condu£led his fons out of the

afTembly of the Gods. But the Deities who punifh

atheifm * and bloodflied avenged on him and them

the murder of their relations f, till Jnpiter, in fa-

vour of Claltdil's j: and Constantius, gave

them fome refpite.

v«Tricators, " You have bafe and venal minds. I cafnicr

" you, and banifli you for ever from my palace. He who
" betrays his confcience is capable of betraying n:e. As
" for you," faid he to the others, *' I give you my efteem
*' and confidence. A man is faithful to bis prince and
" the community when he is faithful to his God.'' He
retained them in his fervice, and entrufted them with the

guard of his perfon, and the principal affairs of ftate ;

confidering them as his furefi friends and real treafures.

I ftiall conclude this long note, or rather differtation, with

ohferving that M. de Tillemont queftions whether Crifpus

had received baptifm. The fpeech which Julian alTigns to

him leaves no room to doubt it. But it was not before

perceived that it is Grifpus who fpeaks in this paflage.

La Bleterie.

Dr. Bentley, under the borrowed name of Phileleutherus

Lipuenfis, fryles this " a ridiculous and ftale banter, ufed
*' by Celfus and others, before Julian, upon the Chriftian

*' doctrines of baptifm, and repentance, and remil'lion of

" fins," and has refuted it at large in his Remarks on a

late difcourfe of Free-thinking, § xlii.

* Julian treats the Chriftians as atheift?, becaufe they

rejecl the plurality of Gods, and acknowledge one only.

La Bleterie.

f After the death cf Conflantine, the loldiers laid

violent hands on his three brothers, and five of his nephews.

Conftantius was ccnfidered as guilty of this mafTacre, and

Julian probably means to charge v.ith it Conllantine the

younger aifo, and Conftans. Be that as it may, the two

hiticr made v/ar on each other, and Conftantine the younger

v.as killed near Aqiiileia by the troops of Conftans. That

Ccnltantius put Gallus to death is well known. Il>iJ.

i Claudius IL mentioned p. 167.

'' As
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** As for you," faid Mercury, addreffing liim-

felf to me, " I have introduced you to the know-

" ledge of your father the Sun *
; obey trheti his

*' did:ates, making him your guide and fecare

*' refuge, while- you live ; and when you ieave

*• the world, adopt him, with good hopes, for

" your tutelar God.",

* Julian, ns foon as he rofe, alv/ays addrefled a prayer

to Mercury, ile thought himfelf under the protedion of

that God. We have faid in the preface, and fiiall again

obferve in another -place, that by the Sun he underft^nds

the Demiurgus^ or Logos. La Bleterie.

'c3nA Of
' CA r r

oz.

The
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The following Lift of the Roman Emperors, from

Julius C^sar to Julian, will give a fuccind;

.-! \iQVf of all that are mentioned, and all that are

omitted, in the foregoing Satire.

Befc)re Xt. A. D.
• 1-Julius C^sAR,d ied 44

A.D.
26 * Maximin,

and

died 238

2 Augustus H Maximum 238

3 Tiberius 37 27 Fuplenus 238

4 * Caligula 4; and

5 Claudius I. 54 BalhimiS
"

238

6 * Nero 68 28 Gordian 243
[Vindex] 68 29 Philip 249

7 Galba 68 2)0 Decius 251

8 Otho 69 31 Galliis 252

9 Vitellius 69 32 -j- Valerian 260

lo Verpafian 79 33 f Galiienus 268

II Titus 81 34 Claudius IL 270

12 * Domitian 96 35 Aurelian 275

13 Nerva 98 36 Tacitus 276

14 Trajan 117 57 Probus 282

15 Hadrian 137 38 t Carus 284
16 Antoninus Pius 161 \ Carinus 28s
17 Marcus Aurelius x8o and

and f Numerian 284

Lucius Verus 169 39 Diocletian -j

18 f Commodus 193 and refigned 305

19 Pertinax 193 Maximian .

^0 Julian L 193 40Conftantius.ChIorusd.306

ii Severus 211 and

22 * Caracalla 217 -j- Galerius 3^^

and 41 f CONSTANTINE THE
Geta 212 Great 337

23 f Macrinus 218 and

and f Licinius 323
Diadumenus 218 42 f Conftanrine IL 340

24 t Eliagabalus 222 t Conftantius 361

25 Alexander Severus 235 and

f Conftans

43 Julian IL
35<3

363

N. B. Thofe marked f were excluded the aflcmblyj thoie *

were thrown into Tartarus ; nnd thofe in Icalicks arc not mentioned.
Vindex, though mentioned, was not Emperor. And Tiberius,

Cornmodus, and Elagabalus, though they el'capcd Tartarus, de-

fcrved it.

'

The
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The MisopoGoy, or the Antiochian *.

. A NACREON -j- compofed mah}^ Kidicfoirs A. d.

"^ -^ poems j',: the Fates having endowed him ^
^'

with a fportive vein. But- neither Alc£eus'§, nor

Archi-

* Being jeered by the Antiochian.s, and feveral afperfions

having been thrown on his beard in particular, Julian took

hi-s revenge in this fatife, in which, by a figurative -repre-

henfion of himfelf, "he drew his^keen pen againft the man-
ners and luxury, of the people' of Antioch. This work,

and its iubjeft,' are' mentioned by Ammianus, /. xxii.

Zofmnis, /..in. Gregory Nazianzen, Orai. il. on Julian,

and'Socrates, /.' Ill', r.,17.. ' ' /'M i-", . , . Pexau.
tt feerWs as if jplian meant in .fome foj^Q to cop.found-.Uln^-

•Telf^Vith his- 'beard," which was_ fo dear ^o hirn th,at it dif-

'pleafed th6 ihha'bTtants of Antioch. ' After all,, the title j:^f

'a book frequenrfy refers to fome pafTii^e only in the work.

"'''iT.ftead. or ^bufi.f^, or exerting,. 'the,, authority of the

ftite, to 'r'eyenge''nVs perfonal injuries, Julian contented

fiimfelf vvith an . inoffehrive mode of retaliation v/hich it

would be in the power of few princes to ernploy. He had
been infulted by fatifes and libels ; in his turn, he com-
pofed, under the title of " The Enemy of the Beard,"

an ironical confeflion of his own faults, and a fevere f^tire

on the- licentious and effeminate manners, of . Antioch.

This imperial reply was publickly expofed before the gates

of the palace, and the Mifopogori '(liU remains a lingular

Tnonament of the i,efehtment, the wit, the ji.ui^anityj and

the indifcretion of" Julian.
, . ;: Qirbo^,

The fatire of Julian, and the homilies of St. .Chry-

fofiom, exhibit the fame pi£t\ire of Antioch. '^^/4-

In like manner, Hadrian, it is .obfcrvable, was alfo

much offended with the levity and petulance of the An-
tiochians, and had thoughts of disjoining Phcenicia from
Syria-, that their city might not continue the metropolis pf
fo many others.

A Lyric
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Archilochus "^ of Paros, were favoured by the

Gods with a Mufe who had a talent for mirth and

pleafantry •, for when they were cpprefied with

misfortunes, they had recourfe to the Mufes, and

alleviated the weight of their cares by railing at

their enemies. The law, however,, forbids me, as

well.. as every one elfe, to accufe any by name
jj,

even

+ A Lyric poet of Teos, a city in lopla, who wrote

ma-nyinorc odes than a^e tranfmrtted .t,Q us, as HorAfc
fays,—/t-?yif/ie cai-d Uf,udhie Jle-nt amorcm. Epod. XIV.. 4_,:

% We read in the editions, " Anacreon made mapy
*' ferious and ludicrous poems," Yjj.0^.ri o-ifAfo, x«i x'^^ivjla.

Whether this poet wrote any thing but foHgs, is the qu^-

tion. By fayinc;," that '* Anacreon made fome ferious yerfes/'

Julian wotild fay the diredl' contrary of what he meant, I

think therefore that the .text flioul be Gorrefted, and the

word TffTTia fubfiituted, or that we fliould only read x^fii^V.

In one of the MSS. of the King's library, which has been

lent me, the words tri/nvsi xa* a,re not to be found ; andjthe

other informs the reader, that there are fome MSS. in

which thofe words do not occur.^
.^ n")-. <- ^^ B).et£irie.

• ^ A native of Mitj'leriel From ''Kirn 'tlie Alcaic verfes

derive their nanie. His pieces were I'evete fatires ;agaiolt.

the tyrants of Lesbos, Pittacus jn particular. His itylf,

according to Qjiintilian, w^^]ofn^^j^M^pU5l^,,r/;feij5ijilfld

tiiat of Hbme^.;;: :;,.' ^^^^.^\;V-^ ^•-. Ji\-bnu .b^^ioa

-•t^Seep. i^r; ^
_^_.^ ,-

, :j ^^ tionivtr: I- -'•':
*

siiijji'^hg Rofitah laws^ beginning, with ,jh,ofe fubfequeot

to the XII tables, condemn feverely the authors of defa-

' matory libels. Julian, though in joke, is' glad to fhevv that

he has a republican fpirit^ He confidered the Emperors as

juftly fubjeft "to all the laws, except tfho^e.yyith,which they

had ipecificaliy difpenfed., ;,''t -.,La Bleterie.
'_ - Perional fatire was condemned by the law of the twelve

tables. .,

'

^'
'

'
S: TT.nla covd/Scrit in quern quls carniina^ jus cji

' ''^^ judicinvupie, Hor.
_'"' jfulian ovctis himfelf fubjeft to the. law, and the Abbe

•iJo la Bleterie has" eagtrly embraced a declaration fo agree-

able
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even of thofe, who,- as I have in no rcfpefl in-

jured them, are hoftile aggreflbrs. And, befides,

the mode of education, which is at prefect purfucd

by perfons of fafliion *, deprives me of the har-

mony

able to his own fyftem, and indeed to the true fpiiit of the

Imperial conftitution. Giebox.
* I do not remember elfevvhere to have read that poetrv

was then fo much decried. However that "might be, in

Greece the age of verfe was not then over : withefs Sti

Gregory Nazienzen, whofe fublime and truly Homeric
poems prove that genius and enthuliafm require not the

alTiftance of fable. Julian himfelf was a poet; and Li-

banius informs us, that there was a colleftion of verfes

made by that prince to celebrate the arrival of fome men
of learning at his coiirt. Two fmall pieces of his writing,

are all that now remain. In one of them, he elegantly

and forcibly defcribes an organ, confifling, like ours, of

pipes, bellov/s, and ftops. The other is an epigram
*' againft beer." It mult have been made in the Gauls.

LaBlhtkrie,
Of the latter, ?vl. de la Bleterie has given a paraphrafe,

or imitation, in French. The following are clofe tranf-

lations of them both. The originals, as literary curi-

ofities, are annexed.

The Emperor Julian on an Organ.

Reeds ftrike my woiid'ring eyes, unknown before,

Sprung from fonie brazen foil, fome foreign fhore ;

Fruitiefs our efforts, for in vain vve blow.

Till, from a cave of leather, winds below •<

To hollow pipes harmonious pouers impart

:

Then, if fome mafter, in th' Orphean arr

Experienc'dj touch rhe well-accoi-ding keys,

Inilant they warble, and refponlive pleale.

IyXia>H BxcTi'/.clj: «? to o^ycc/ov.

A\ } VTi Tctv^eur,: T^o9$^ut ai:r,>,vyyoc az\r,;

Vol. I. Q nV»
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mony of numbers. For it feerns now as difho-

nourable to cultivate poctr)^, as it was in former

times to be unjuftly rich.

I wilt

Merfennus has inferted a Latin tranllation of this epi-

gram, in his lib. in. Dc Organisy p. 113. and Zarlino^

who wrote in 1571, is of opinion, that the organ here

mentioned was eflentially the fame with the organ of his

time. But the introduction of it into churches is generally

afcribed to Pope Viteilianus, who was advanced to tlie Pon-

tificate, A. D. 663. Dr. Prieftley indeed (Hiftory of the

Corruptions of Chriftianity, vol. II, p. 122.) by fome mif-

take, fuppofes it to be introduced into churches by Marinus

Sanutus fo late as 15 12. An organ is mentioned by

Gervafe the monk, who wrote in 1200, as having been

fometime erefted in Canterbury Cathedral, over St,

Michael's chapel {uic organafoknt ejfe), and the foundation

of its loft remains to this day. An hydraulic organ (of

which Sir John Hawkins has given a fketch from Kircher)

is defcribed by Vitruvius, who lived in the reign of Au-
guftus. The following note is from Dr. Burney,

The moll ancient proof of an inilrument refembling a

modern organ blown by bellows, and played by keys, very

different from the i^^r^j/iVro.-j (or water-organ) which is of

much higher antiquity, is a Greek epigram in the Antbo-

hgia^ attributed to the Emperor Julian the ApoHate, who-

flouriThed about 3^4 ^.

I fiiall here give a literal tranilation of this epigrnm,

v;hich, though it contain no very beautiful or poetical

images, will anfwer the hiilorical purpofe of afcertaining,

* A tall frardy fellow, " alluJing to the fcrc^ neceflary to beat

"^own that kind of clunily carillon keys of this rude inftrumcnt

of new invention. Buknky.

t The rulers of the pipes, literally keys. Ibid.

\ This J8 a fmall chronoloeical mii\akc. as Julian died in June,.

the
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1 will nor, however, totally difclaim rhe ajTifl:-

ancc of the MuTes. 1 have fe«n the barbarous

nations beyond the Rhine delighted with the

melody of favage mufic, vihofe notes refcmble the

diffonant fcreams of birds. Bad muficians difguft

the exiilence of an inftrument in the fourth century, which
in many particulars refembled a modern organ,

" I fee reeds of a new fpecies, the growth of another
•' and a brazen fuil ; fuch as are not agitated by our \Vinds,

" but by a blaft that niflies from a leathern cavern be-
** neath their roots ; while a robuft mortal, runiiing with
*' fwift fingers oVer the concordant keys, makes them, as

*' they fmooihly dance, utter concordant founds."

Nothing material is omitted in the veriion of this epi-

gram, or rather enigma, upon the organ, thotigh not a

very ingenious one ; for the wprd au'kuiv^ the pipes, difcovcrs

the whole myftery. Burney»

The Emperor Julian on Barley-\^-ine.

XVho, v/hat art thou ? thy name, thy birth declare :

Thou art no Bacchus, 1 by Bacchus fwear.

Jove's foQ alone T know, I know not thee ;

Thou fmelTft like goats, but fweet as nedar he.

In Gallia, thirfty Gallia, thou wert born,

Scanty of grapes, but prodigal of corn.

Bromus, not Bromius, fiyl'd, thy brovvs with corn,

As fprung from Ceres, not from Jove, adorn.

The turn, or pun, at the conclulion, cannot be preferved

in Englifli. Bromius was one name of Bacchus, from B^iy.u^

" to rtve," like the Bacchanals. And Julian gives the

mmcoi Bremus to beer, from B^o/ixef, ' oats/' Such, however,

is the improvement of climates, that modern Gaul pro-

duces as much and a-s good wines as Italy ; and Britain more

and better beer than ancient Gaul.

leMava BaatX-cu.; et: quo* avo xpiQv?.

Of o" ETTiyiyKyo'xw* to» Aioj otooc [xovoi.

K«>o; yiy^cca o^a'^c' crv oi Tfctyov, 7) fit crt Kt7%i

Till crs ^^ri KK?.ieif A*)fxrT^(oy, a Aiovucoy,

0^2 their
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their hearers, but they are naturally pleafing to

themfelves. Reflecting on this, I have been wont

to whifper to myfelf, not indeed with equal addrefs,

but, I am certain, with equal magnanimity, what

Ifmenias * faid of old, *' 1 will fmg for the Mufes
** and myfelf/' But my fong is in profe, and will

tdntain many bitter farcafms, not on others, by

Jupiter, (for how can that be, as they are illegal :)

but on the author himfelf. For no law forbids

my writing a panegyrick or fatire on myfelf;

though if I were defirous of praifing myfelf, I could

not, but blame I can in many inftances.

And, firft, I will begin with my face. To this,

formed by nature not over beautiful, graceful, or

becoming, my own perverfenefs and fmgularity

liaye added this long beard |, to punifli it, as it

were.

*' Ifmenias was a very fkilful player on the flute. Julian

is the only one who afciibes to him this expreflion. Cicero,

[in his Brutus, c. 50.] puts one very like it in the mouth
of Antigenidas, another player on che flute, who, in order

to encourage one of his fcholars, whom the public did nor

telirti, faid to him, " Play for the iNlufes, and for me."
La Bleterie.

t Some friends, for whofeunderftanding and tafte I have

the higheft refpeft, fuppofing themfelves to fpeak in the

name of the nation, requefted me to fupprefs entirely the

idea which Julian here conveys. It is only by fufferance

that they have allowed me to intimate it by one rapid word.

For my own part, I was afraid of giving a handle to infi-

delity. Will the French delicacy go fo far as to falfity

authors ? The more difgufling this pafllige of Julian is, the

more it charafterifes him ; and every thing that charac-

ttrifes, when it does not oifend good manners or religion,

mould
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W'ere, for no other rcafon but bccaufe Nature has

fiot made it handfome. Therefore I fuffer lice to

fcamper about it, like beads through a thicket : I

cannot indulge myfelf in eaung voracioufly, and

mud be cautious of opening my mouth wide when

I drink', left I fwallow as many hairs as crumbs,

j^s for kiffing, and being kifled, they give me not

the lead: trouble.

Yet amongft other inconveniences of my beard,

this is one, that it prevents ray joining pure lips

to fmooth, and, I think, much fvveeter lips, as was

formerly obferved * by oncj who, infpired by Pan

flio\ild be facred to a tranilator. As the not.es admit any

thing, here foHou-s a faithful tranflation of the paflage ia

quefiion ; excepting that the original calls the things by
their name. [In the French tranflatioa therefore (p^Hfxv^

" lice," are rendered by cie petits an'unajix incommochs^ '' feme
*' little troublefome animals,''which might as weil be fleas.

And why not des hifccles, or de la 'vermin£ .?] That a Roman
emperor fliould boall of fuch a circuraftance, and that he

Ihould boall of it falfely, as I fuppofe, is, literally, fpeak-

ing, a fingular Uroke, which paints Julian better than 3.

thoufand volumes. La Bleterie.
The friends of the Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in

the name of the French nation, not to tranflate this paf-

fage fo offenfive to their delicacy. Like him, I have con-

tented myfelf with a tranlient allufion ; but the little ani-

mal, which Julian names, *' is a beail: familiar to man,
" and figuifes love.*' {Shakfpeare, 2 Hen. IV.] Gibeon„

Mr. Gibbon's " tranfient allufion" is " the ihaggy and
'• populous beard," and " la barbe longtie et peuplee' is thje

'' rapid word" of M. de ki Bleterie.

'' Theocritus, Idyll, xii. 32.

Oq 61 y.i —^or^«|?) y>.vy.i^:^,'.^ct. y&iKisi %ftX>i, x. t. X.

He who fli.ill iips to lips mofc fweetly join, &:g.

fpeaking of a garland that was prefented at the toir.b of
Diocle-s to the youth who gave the fvveeteil kifs.

(^ 3 and
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and Calliope, made fome verfes on Daphni'^ *. You
fay, that '*

it is-oaly fit to t\vi(l into ropes." That

I would readily allow, provided you could fo art-

fully extract the brinies, as to prevent their hurting

your foft and tender fingers. Think not that this

offends me ; for I will give ycu a reafon why I

wear a chin like a goar, indead of inaking it

fir.oot'i and bare like thofe of beautiful boys,

and of all women by nature lovely. You, fuch is

the delicacy^ apd perhaps funplicity, of your man-

ners, even when old, imitate your fons and daugh-

ters by iludioufly fhaving your chins, thus dif-

playing the man by the forehead only, and not,

like me, by the cheeks. But not contented with

this length oF beard, my head is alfo nafiy and

feldom combed, my fiails are unpared, and ray

fingers are ufually black with ink. Andj to tell

you a fqcrct, my bofom too is rough and hairy,

like the mane of the lion, king of beafts, nor

have I ever made it fmooth, fuch is my meannefs

and illiberality. If I had any wart, I would

readily difclofe it, as Cimon did, but at prefect

iu truth I have none.

* The ion of Mercury, whofe ftory is fimg in the firft

Triv'iiniv. Diodorus Siculus fi'.ppofes him to have been the

f.rll author ot bucolic poetry ; and, agrcenbly to this,

Thcon, an oW fcholiaft on Theocritus, in his note on the

fif il idvUiiiiii, ver. ixi, mentioning '')aphnis, fays, " he
* \\ as the inventor ot hucobcs." Be that as it may, this

Daphijis was probably the iirlc 1111)10?! ot bi;cubc foiigs.

Fa\VK£S.

Theocritus has aifo an epigram " to Dapluiis fleeping."

Tlie above is a note of the tranllator.

Another
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Another circntnllance, well known to yon, I will

alfo mention. Not fatisfied with fuch an uncomely

perfon, I lead a very rigid life. I abfent myfelf

from the theatres, through mere ftupidity } nor do

I allow a play at court, fuch a dolt am I, ex'-jept

on the calends of the year *, when I refemc le a

poor farmer bringing his rent, or taxes, to a ra-

pacious landlord ; and when I am there, I feem as

folemn as at a facrifice +. As it is not long fmce

you faw him, you may recolleft the youth, the ge-

nius, and underflanding of my predeceilor Jj ray

way of life, fo different from his, is a fufficienr proof

of my frowardncfs.

But to add fomething farther ; I have always

hated horfe-races as much as a debtor hates the

forum. Therefore I fcldom refort to them, except

on the feftivals of the Gods, nor do I ever paf«

* The calends of January were celebrated by the ancient

Heathens with all kinds of public mirth and lafcivioufnefs,

and for a long time were devoted by the Chriftians to no
very different amyfements. Petau.

f There is in the original a fenfence vy-hijch I omit.

The paflage is certainly faulty, and fo it is thought to be

by F. Petau. Literally traiiflated it would be thus: " I

" have no pofleffions ; and though lam ftyled the great king,

" like a pra^fedt or duke, I am in fad a king, or general, of
** players and charioteers." But this fenfe docs not connect

with that which precedes and follows it. The MSS. have

here given me no alTiftance. La Bleterie*
For the fame rcafon it is alfo omitted here.

I Conftantius. It is needlefs to fay, this is ironical.

The "genius and underilanding" of Conllantius Julian

defpifcd ; and as to his •' youth," he was 44 ycari old

when he died.

0^4 the
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the whole day there, as was the pra£lice of my
coufin *, my uncle -f-, and my brother

;|;
; but alter

feeing fix races §, and that not with the keennefs

of a fportfm^n, but, by Jupiter, with difguft and

ave.'-fion, 1 depart with joy. But enough of my
public conduft-. And yet how few of ray offences

againfl: you have I mentioned !

As to domellic affairs, fleeplefs nights on flraw,

and food lefs than enough, give a fevcrity to my
* manners, totally repugnant to a luxurious city ||.

Be no: oifendcd with me for this -^. A great and

fooIiOi

* Con flan tins.

t Count Ji!li;;n. See Epiftle xiii.

i Gallus. Julian ftyles him (as he wr.s) " his half-

brother."

^ Out of four and twenty, which was the ufual number,

A twenty-fifth race, or mijfus^ was added, to complete t^ie

nulr.ber of one hundred chariots, four of which, the four

colours, flarted each heat.

Ccyifi'.m ipiadrijtfgos agitabo adfumilna curfus.

It appears that they van five or feven times round the

mcta^ and (from themeafure of the Circus Maximns at Rome,
the HippodroiriC at Coaftantinople, &c.) it might be about

a four-mile ccurfe. ^ Gibbon.
|! The private lite of Julian in Gaul, and the fevere dif-

cipiine which he embraced, are difplayed by Aramianus.

(xvi. 5 ) who profelTes to praile, and by Julian himfelf,

who affefts to ridicule, a conduft which in a prince of the

fam.ily of Conftaatine might juilly excite the furprife of

mankind. Ibid^

** It may not be improper to add here the picture which.

LJbanius draws of Julian's manner of life. " Auvays ab-
" llemious, and never oppreiTed by food, he applied him-
"• felf to bufmefs with the activity of a bird, and difpatched

,:" it with infinite eafe. In one and the fame day he gave
' ftveral audiences ; he wrote to cities, to m-Tgidrates, to

'-.' generals of armies, to his abfciu friciids, to thofe who
< were
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foolidi miftake has from my childhood induced me

to vvap-e war with mv flomnch. I therefore never

allow it to be filled with food. Confeqiiently, to

nothing am I fo little addicted as to vomiting : and

this, I remeinber, befell mc once only lince I became

Cxfar ; and that by accident, not repletion. It

may not be amifs to relate the flory, not that I

think it entertaining, but as it was to me of the

utmoft confequence.

I happened to be in winter quarters at my dear

Lutetia *
; for fo the Gauls call the town of the

Parifians*

?' were on the fpot ; hearing letters read that were addrefTed

" to him, examining petitions, and dictating with Inch r;i.

" pidity, that the fliort-hand writers could not keep p:.ce

^' with him. He alone had the fecret of hearing, fpeaking,

" and writing at the fame time ; and in this multitude of
** complicated operations he never miHook. After having
*' difpatched biihnefs, ?.nd dined merely through urgent ne-
*' ceHitv, fliUtting himfelfup in his !ibr:iry, he read and com-
" pofed till the inltant when affausof ilue fummoned hira

*' to other l;ibour£. A fupper llill more fparing than the
*' dinner was foUcwed by a lleep as light as his meals.
*' He awaked in order to labour with other fecretaries

' whom he had allowed to fleep on the preceding day.

*' His minifters were obliged to relieve each other; but, as

*' for himfelf, he knew no repofc but the change of em-
*' ployment.^ He alone vvas always labouring, he multi-

f plied himl'elf, and alTumed as many forms as Proteus,
*' Julian was pontiff, author, diviner, judge, general of
*' the army, and, in all thefe charatters, the father of his

' country." Lihan, Orat. Parent. La Bleterie.
-" Leucetia, or i-utetia, vvas the ano.ient name of the

city, which, accordinc; to the fafliion of the ivth century,

alfumed the territorial appellation of Parifii,

The licentioufnefs and corruption of Antioch recalled to

the aiemory of Julian the Icvere and fuuple manners of his

*' beloved

233
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Parifians, It is fituated in a fmall ifland ; two

v/ooden bridges lead to it, and the river feldom

rifesor falls, but is generally of the fame depth both

in furaraer and winter. The water is very clear

to the eye, and pure to the tafle *. This is of great

importance

" beloved Lutetia ;** v.-here the amufements of the theatre

were unknown cr rielpiled. He indignantly contrafted the

efFen-iinate Syrians with the brave and honefl; fimplicity of

the Ga\ils, and almoll forgave the intemperance which was

the only ftain of the Celtic charafter. If Julian could now
icvifit the capital of France, he might converfe with men
of fcience and genius, capable of usderllanding and of

inftrufting a difciple of the Greeks ; he might excufe the

lively and graceful follies of a nation, whofe martial fpirit

has never been enervated by the indulgence of luxury, and

he muft applaud the perfection of that inediraable art which

foftens, and relines, and embellifhes the intercourfc of fecial

life. Gibbon.

Worthy patriot i Enlightened philofopher I

Whatever •' foftens, refines, and embelliflies" human life,

in a proper degree, is certainly defirable. But why mull

France be commended with fuch warmth of approbati:'n,

as if file pollefl'ed this *' ineliimable art" exclufively ? I

think in this polillied and enlightened age, the art is

known and praftiitd in England, as much as is conliftent

with the national character, and the prefervation of that

Rianlv fpirit which is neceifary to the exiftence of civil

iiberrv ; an " ineiiimable" bleifmg, which enlarges, and

ennobles, and fecures all the natural rights and enjoyments

of human nature.

1 cannot think it confident with a good citizen, and a

lover of one's country, to admire and extol the " martial

*» fpiiit" of that nation, which is at this moment moif

}ioftilc to nil we hold dear, and which in the prefent war

hns behaved with fuch perfidy as would ftigmatife an in-

dividual in private life with perpetual difgrace.

Knox,
* Julian gives the water of this river a better cha-

radfter than is ufually allo-.ved it, in modern times at leaft,

and
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importance to the inhabitant?, as they are iflanders.

The winter there is extremely mild, which is ar-

tributed to the warmth of the fea, it not being

above ninety (ladia diftant * ; fo that wholefome

exhalations from the ocean are perhaps wafred

thither, falt-water being warmer than frefh.

Whether this be the reafon, or fome other un-

known to me^ fuch is the fa£l, the inhabitants of

that country have mild winters ; good wines there-

fore are produced there, and fome have even

raifed figs by covering them with mats by way of

cloaching, and other fuch prefcrvatives from the

inclemency of the weather.

The winter was then uncommonly fevere, and

the river fupported blocks, as it were, of marble,

(you know, without doubt, the Phrj-^gian quarries,

which large flakes of ice '\-, floating on each other,

greatly refemble) forming a kind of continual

pafiage and a flream of bridges. Being, on this

occallon, more boorifij than ufual, I would not

fuffer my feivants to warm the chamber in which I

and efpecinlly by foreigners. A hte '.vricer, a Frenchman
too, exprefles himfelf thus :

*' The SeinC'Water relaxes

" the ilomach of thofe who are not ufed to it. Foreigner*

" generally lufter the inconvenience of a flight diarrhsea
;

" but they might avoid it if they had the precaution of
" putting a fpoonful of white vii;egar into every pint of
•• water." Tal-kau de Pans,

* The calcuiation is jnii: ; but I will not be anfwerablc

for the natural philofopi-.y of the Parilians of thofe times.

La BLh-TElilE.

f The inhabitants of Antioch had never iztxi the river

bear. Ibid,

flfpt,
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flept, though the cold increafed and grew every

day more intenfe, left it ihould draw the diinp

out of the walls. I only ordered fome lighted

brands, and a few live coals, to be" carried in and

placed there. Thefe exhaled fo much vapour

from the walls, that, my head being oppreffed, I

fell afleep, and narrowly efcaped fuffocation. But

being carried into the air, and, by the advice of my

phyficians, difgorging the food that I had juft

fwallowed, though I did not difcharge much, I

was immediately relieved, fo as to pafs an eafy

night, and on the next day I was again fit for

bulinefs.

Thus, while I refided among the Gauls, like the

Humourifl * of Menander, I led an auftere life,

This, however, gave no offence to that rullic na-

tion -f. But fuch a rich, flourifliing, and populous

city as yours is juftly difpleafed •, a city, in which

are many dancers, many pipers, more players than

* At/a-'ioAoj, the title of a comedy of Menander.

j- Though the Gauls had long become Romans, foreign

manners h.id not yet penetrated into the northern parts of

Gaul. Folitenefs, with its advantages and inconveniences,

makes the tour of the world. If Julian were now to re-

vifit his " dear Lutetia," would he take it for Antioch ?

No. He would find there fo nrsuch love and refpeft for

the fovereign, that he would be loon undeceived.

I.A Bleterie.

Spoken like a Frenchman ! Julian would never have

thought highly of the fenfe, or fincerity, of a people who
could " lo%e and refpedt'' fuch a fovereign as Louis XV.
in whcfe reign the above note was written.

K citizens.
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citizens, and no refpe^i for fovereigns. A bkifh

befits only the pufiUanimous ; but luch heroes as

you Ihould revel in the mcrning, purfue pleafure

at night, and not only teach by words, but fiievv

by deeds, your utter contempt of the laws. Thofe

therefore, who, like you, infult the prince, offer

a ftill greater infult to the laws. That fuch is your

delight you frecjuently and clearly demonftrate,

particularly in the forutn and the theatre; the

people by ihouts and clamour ; the magiflrates by

their extravagance, which gains them more diftinc-

tion and applaufc, from all to whom they have

given thefe expenfive entertainments, than Solon,

the Athenian, obtained from his converfation with

Crcefus, king of Lydia *. All there are hand-

fome, fmooth and beardlefs ; all, both young and

old, imitate alike the ^happineis of- the Pheea-

cians -j-, and

Variety of drefTes, baths, amours,

they prefer, without hefitation, to what is jufl and

right.

Antiochian. And do you think, Julian, that

your rufticity, favagenefs, and morofenefs are fuit-

* Every one knaws the journey which Solon took to the

court of king Crcefus, and the truths which he dared

xitter to that prince, intoxicated, as he was, with opu^

lence and grandeur. La Bleterie.

-}• The ifland of Ph^acia is now the ifland of Corfu.

Homer, (OdyfT. viii. 249.) rcprefents the Phasacians as a

nation given up to good cheer, luxury, mufic, dancing,

and all kinds of pleafure. Ibid.

able

437
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z^y\t to ns ? O thou mod ignorant and odious * of

all tiren, is your temperate, little animal, as fome

mean mortals have flyied your foul, (o mad and

fbolifli, that you think it requires the ornaments

and trappings of wifdomr In this you are miHaken

;

for, firft, tell us, as \\t know not, what wifdom is?

With the name only we are acquainted, but of

the meaning we are ignorant. If it be that which

you now praftife, it coniifls in enforcing fubor-

dination to the Gods and the lavv«, in teaching

equals to bear with equals, in obferving mode-

ration, in preventing the poor from being op-

preffed by the rich, and, for thefe purpofes,

flifling refentment, encountering enmity, anger,

reproaches; in (hort, fupporting all thefe with

firmnefs, witliout being provoked, or giving way

to pafTion, but keeping it, as much as pofhble, in

proper bounds, and under due fubjedion. And

if it £hould alfo be deemed a branch of wifdom to

renounce even thofe pleafures which are not un-

becoming, nor feem difhonourable, from a per-

fuafion that it is impofFible for any one to be tem-

perate at home, and in private, who is dilTolute

abroad, and in public, and enarr.oured of the

theatre j if this too be wifdom, you ruin yourfelf,

and you would alfo ruin us. The very name of

* 0»Aaffix^>:^o-'85-«TE, ** who art moil fond of being hated."

This is one of the many Greek words which can only

be rendered by a periphrafis. M. de la Bleterie has tranf-

lated it leflus ha'ijjflhh. It occurs again in the dole of this

iatire,

I ferriiude
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fcrvitude either to the Gods or the laws difgufls us.

Liberty is fweet in all things.

Of what prevarication are you guilty ? You fay,

you are not Lord *, nor can you endure the name.

You

* The word Jomhius, which the Greeks tranflated by

«t'f»oj and h-jTTorm [or " lord"] properly iignified the power

of maflers over their ilaves. Under Aiiguftus, child-

ren already gave that name to their father, fometimes

brothers gave it to their brothers, and wives to their hnf-

bands, who returned them that of ilomlna. Anguftus luf-

fered none but his (laves to give him that title, nor even

his children and grand-children to treat him as " \ot<\"

by way of joke. Domhium appeUari fe nee a lihcrh quideiu

aut ncpct'ihits fuis vel fcrio oel joco pajjus cfi, atque hujufmndl

ilanditias inter ipfos prohibuit. Suet. Aug. Satisfied with

having deftroyed liberty, he fcnipuloufly baniflied every

thing that could induce a thought of llavery. Some one

having called Tiberius " Lord," he faid, with an angiv

look, that he did not like to be aifronted. " I am," added

he, ** the prince of the fenate, and the general of ths

•' army ; but 1 am lord only of my flaves." CaUgula toolC

the name of Lord, and even that of God. But none of

the emperors who fucceeded him, not even Nero, followed

his example, till Domitian, who exprefsly commanded him-

felf to be called Lord and God, both in letters and in

fpeech. One day, dictating an edid, he began it with

thefe words, *' Our Lord and our God ordains what foi-

•' laws." It appears, by the letters of Pliny the younger,

that Trajan, averfe as he was to that impious pride, fuf-

fered himfelf, neverthelefs, to be called Lord ; but at that

we mud not be fiirprifed. The more fiavery augmented,

the more complimentary the nation became. In the ^me
of Seneca they gave each other the title of *' Lord,"

alnaoft as commonly as we give one another the appel-

lation of " Sir," which is much lefs fignificanT. Oivios,

Ji nomen non fuccurrh, domincs cippsllamtis. Men gave wo-

men that of dom'ina as foon as they were fourteen

years old. How it %vas ufed by the fucceflbrs of Trajan

is not known. Certain it is, that Ale^cande,-, the fon

of Mammea, rejected the title of Lord as too often-

tatious.
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You refent it (o much, that you have induced

many, who were formerly accuftomed loir, to bani(h

it from the empire, as invidious
;
yet you oblige

us to obey the magiilrates and the laws. Hov?

much better would it be for us to call you Lord,

but in fadt to be allowed freedom ! O mild in ap-

pearance *, but in deeds mofl: cruel ! How un-

merciful

tatioViS. At !a{l this name made part of the ceremonial

of the court, and was inferted even in the public monu-
ments. It is affirmed, that it is not found on any medal till

thofe of Aurelian, and even on them it is rare : it is more
common on thofe of Carus, and frequent on thofe of

Diocletian, his coUcgues, and his fuccelTors. Julian had

not time to abolilli it. Jt is read on many of his.

La Bleterie*

As Julian never aboliflied, by any public law, the proud

appellations of Dejpot, or Dominus^ they are ilill extant on

his medals, {^Ducavge^ Fam. Byzant'm, pp. 38, 39.) and the

"private difpleafure which he affeded to exprefs only gave a

different tone to the fcrvility of the court. The Abbe de la

Bleterie has curioufly traced the origin and progrefs of the

word dominus under the Imperial government. Gibbon,
In the Hippolytusof Euripides, an officer fays to that prince,

My royal Mailer, (for the Gods alone

Challenge the name of Lord,) &c.

on which Mr. VVodhuU obferves, after mentioning the

praftice of Augullus and Tiberias, that *' we find, by the

" JNIiiopogon of Julian, that he followed their example at

*' Confti^ntinople" [rather Antioch] " in much later times,

*' furrounded, as he was, by Afiatic flaves, inured to the
*' yoke, men to whom the fight of a philofopher on the
*' throne was fo flrange, that they ridiculed that moderation
*' in the condu£t of their fovereign, which they felt thenn-

** felves incapable of imitating."

* In the original, o/Afxara (" eyes") perhaps for ovo^ioiec

(" names") for Jiilian was called by his friends Tr^aoialoj >t«»

.
(j;t^oo-9(pi1a'/oc, " the raildeft and moil: pbilofophieal." Theod.

1. HI, c. 15. Petau.
He
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merciful is it to require moderation from the rich

in the courts of juftice, and to reftrain the poor

from llander! By abolifliing the ftage, the players,

and the dancers, you have ruined our city, fo that

we have no confolation left, except, after having

groaned under your opprefllons for (c\en months "^y

that of referring our prayers for a deliverance from

fo great an evil to the old women | who conftantly

frequent the tombs of the dead. But we have

fucceedcd by our fcurrility, transfixing you w^ith

farcafms as with arrows. If you are thus intimi-

dated by our taunts, how, noble Sir, will you be

able to fuftain the darts of the Perfians ?

But we will now exhibit another charge. You

refort frequently to the temples, perverfe, raorofe,

and abandoned as you are. On your account, the

populace, and even many of the magiftrates, flock

thirher, and welcome you with fhouts, accla-

mations, and all the fplendid applaufes of the

theatre. Why then are you not pleafed ? But, in-

He bad proba'ulv u\ his view that line of li^aier's

Achules, '-

Thou dog in forehead, but in heart a ucer,

as Pope tranflstes it.

* Julian arrived at Antioch in the month of July, 362.

He therefore co;npofed the Mifopogon in the month of

January, or of Fiibriiary, 363. La Bli^-TErie.

f Th^i churches were genorally built over the tomb of

fome martyr. Julian fuppoi'es that the u'oirien, more
affiduous at the churches than the men, requefted God by

the intercefflon of the martyrs to deliver thenn from him.

In that there might be fome truth. Ibid,

Vol. I. R ite-d
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flead of approving, you endeavour, in this refpcd:,

to be vvifer even than the Pythian *, by haranguing

the people, and feverely reproving thofe who cla-

mour f ; thus addrefling the moft adtive :
*' You

** feldom enter the temples, through reverence to

" the Gods, but when you refort to them on my ac-

•* count, you fill their fanftuaries with difturbance,

*' Men of found minds fhould pray and alk blef-

** fings of the Gods in filence, obferving this rule

" of Homer,
** Silently pray {.

" Remenr^bef too that Ulyfles checked Euryclea
||,

* The prieflefs of Apollo, who delivered his oracles

'{landing on a tripod called Cortina, which was placed on

the mouth of a hollow in Mount Painaffus, whence pro-

ceeded a vapour that affefled the head ; and round this

hollow was built the temple of Delphi.

f In his Lxivth Epiflle Julian reproves the people of

Conflantinople on the fame account.

% In the viTth book of the Iliad, ver. 193, &c, Ajax,

ready to fight with Heftor, fays,

Now while my brighteft arms my limbs invell,

To Saturn's fon be all your vows addrelt.

But pray in /eeret, left the foes fliould hear,

And deem your prayers the mean effe6l of fear.

Said 1 in fecret ? No, your vows declare,

In fuch a voice as fills the earth and air. Pope, 229;

How could Julian find, in thefe words of Ajax, a law

which enjoins to " pray in filence ?" All the Greeks had

the pradice of quoting Homer at random. It is vexatious

to fee authors, infinitely more refpedable than Homer,
fometimes quoted with as little propriety. La Bleterie.

II
Euryclea was the nurfe of Ulyfles. See OdyfT. xxii.

41 1.

" when
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** when Ihe loudly expreffed her adonifliment at

" the greatnefs of the ched ;

" Woman, experienc*d as tholi art, contrcul

" Indecent joy, and feaft thy fecret foul *.

" None of the Trojans in the Iliad, neither

** men nor women, are made fuppliaht to Priam,

*' or to any one of h'lS daughters, or fons, not

" even to Heftor, though it is faid they extolled

*' him as a God : but to Minerva all the women,
*' he fays>

" With hands uplifred, and iriiploring eyes,

** Fill all the dome with fupplicating cries f.

" This, indeed, was fuitable to Earbarians and
*' women, but was no impiety towards the Gods,

"fuch as you commit by praifing mortals like

** Gods, or rather flattering us more than Gods;
*' when, i^iflead of flattering even them, you had

" much better worfhip them wifely."

Julian. I repeat, yon fee, one of thofe re-

monftrances which I have been accuftomed to itiake^

and, inftead of fpeaking boldly and freely, with

my ufual abfurdity, i bear falfe witnefs againd

myfelf. Are thefe, and the like, proper lelTons for

thofe who would treat with freedom not only

princes, but alfo the Gols ? Can they deem any

one a mild and benevolent parent, who is natu°

rally wicked like me?

* Pope, 448.

f Iliad. VI. 301, Pope, 374,

R 2 Ant.
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Ant. It is plain then, Julian, that they hate

you, and that they jeer you both in publip and

private, fince thofe who fee and applaud you

in the temples you deem flatterers. You h;ive not

ftudied how to accommodate yourfelf to their ideas,

lives, and manners. Well, but who can excufe

this ? You ileep almoft every night alone ^, nor

can

* Kx^ivhii; x; iTiTrav vvzlup jj.ovo^. *' You flecp almojl ah\.ajs

*' alone." How is this " almoji ahvays^' to be feconciled

with the perfe6l continence ^vyhich the Pagan-^ authors

afcribe to Julian, and which none of the Chriilicin writers,

not even St.'^Gregory Nazianzeri^ himfelf, deny ? Mamer-
tinus fcruples net to fay that " the bed of that prince was
*' purer than that of the Vefcals." If we believe Libanius,

Julian never had the leaft frailty, either before" Iiis mar-

riage, . or after the death of his wife Helena. What that

orator fays is fufceptible of no ambiguity or exjcepti^p-, I

will content myfelf with quoting the Latin tranflation of

Fabrici-iis : Niji conjugil vinculis a- Jiinone fuijfct innexjcs, tie

yni'.tuis hofjiinimi amplcxibus^ nou alia, ratime qu(tm ^x :1ih'is f^r-

monihtifciue edoSlus^ 7ndriturus fuijjet .... Legit'nnam quiJem

luxit uxorcm ; aliam I'ero iiuUam, Jn)e aniea^'Ji'vepoji ''fteminam

anigit, SiQ, " ' .. ..;';.»..'

It may be replied, that M^mertinu'3 and, Liban?us- a,5e

pancFvrifts." But what fliall we'Tav of Amrnianus, whofe

teftimony is as pbfitive as that of Libanius ? Amrnianus is

a moft judicious hiilorian, and does not fpafe Julian for

any of his faults. He knew him perfeftly, and feeiTjS even,

to have interrogated, on the point in difpute^ thofe do-

iTieftics of Julian 'to vvhoiji hi»- frailties, fuppo&gf he had

any, could not but be known. Ita iji-ifiolafa cajhtale ptUult^^

,

lit poji amijfam conjugem, nihil unquam 'veuereum agUaret . . .

nt ne fufpicioiie qnidan tenits lihldinis tdllits i;f^ eiterioris vit.ne

miniftris incufarctur. Amrnianus was of Antioch. Though
he wrote in Latin, he was better acquainted vvith Greek,

He had read theMifopogon. Perhaps then Martimius, the

Latin tranflator of this fatire, I^I. de FIsury, M. de Tille-

5

'

mont,
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can nny thing foftcn your favage and brutal dil

pofition. You have clofed up all the avenues of

pleafure*

mont, and myfelf tranflate this paflage of Julian impro-

perly, and the Greek words ui i-t'mx.v do not lignify here
" almoll r.lways," but " always," abfolutely. At leaft,

ic is certain that s^rtvrai/ occurs in both fignifications. In

this cafe, I ought to have tranflated it, '* You never fliare

" your bed with any one." I think, however, that it ought

to be tranfiated, as I have done, " You fhare fcarce ever."

This reftridion feems to me a refined but fevere raillery

againll: the inhabitants of Antioch, from which nothing

can be mferred againft the chaftity of Julian. It is

in their name that he abufes himfelf. He rnuft therefore

fj)eak their language. Throughout the whole fatire he

reprefents them as perfons immerfed in debauchery, and

abandoned to the mofl: infamous pleafures. People of

this charafter do not believe in virtue. They fuppofe all

men to be vicious, and that they only differ in vice as to

the more and the lefs. On the part of Julian, whofe morals

were fuperior to all fufpicion, it is a uroke of pleafantry

to reprefent his enemies as perfuaded that his wifdom fuf-

lered eclipfes, and making, neverthelefs, his excefs ' of

wildom a crime in him. M. de Tillcjiiont, who under-

flands the text in queilion literally, and coniiders it as a

confcffion, which Julian himfelf makes, of his incontinence,

oblerves, in order to ftrengthen this pretended avowal, that

Julian, in an Epiftle to the philofopher Jamblicus [the

XLth] fpeaks of the man " who nurfed his children."

Tliis learned writer adds, that Codin, in his Antiquities

of Conftantinople, mentions feme ftatnes of Julian and

his children, f' Now," fays M. de Tillemont, " he never
" had any legitimate, excepting a fon, who was deftroyed
*' by the (iiidwife that was fuborned by the emprefs Eufebia :

" the fact is certain; he therefore had fome illegitimate."

Let us briefly examine thefe two difficulties, always re-

mcinbering that the Pagans, on the one fide, pafs an do-
gium on the chaftity of Julian, the completeft, the moll;

forcible, and the moil exclufive of the leail reftriftion ; and
that, on the other iide, the Chriftians, far from controvert-

R 3
ing
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pleafurC;, and, which is the greatefl: of evils, you de-

light in leading fuch a rigid life, and make pleafure

the fubje>^ of your deteflation. In Ihort, you are

angry at the mention of this, though you ought

rather to thank thofe who have kindly and har-

monioufly admoniilicd you in anapa2fls, fird, to

Ihave thofe cheeks^ and then, having begun with

yourfelf, to exhibit all pleafurable entertainments

to this laughter-loving people, fuch as players,

dancers, and, in particular, lewd women, public

aiTcmblies, and feflivals, not facred indeed, in

which wifdom and temperance rauft be obferved *,

for thefe are as abundant as acorns, fo as to occa-

iion a general difguft.

Julia -V. The Emperor, I allow, facrificed once

in the temple of Jupiter, and afterwards in that of

ing thofe elogiums, have not faid a word that can rer^der

them fxifpecied. This el'tablinied, what flrefs ought to be

inid en the mere indication of a modern Greek, fuch as

George Codin, who is known to have furvived the taking

of Conftantinople by Mahomet II. ? If Julian had had

baftards, would he have ere6led ftatues to them ? Would
he, who faid, that " incontinence is fufficient to tarniflx

*' the bell: life," have publilhed liis own fhame, and that

of his children, in tender age ? &c. La Bleterif,

For what is faid on the pnllage above-i^entioned in the

XLth EpiiHe, fee the notes on that Epiftle.

This fufpicious exprellion {(•>i s'Tmruv) is explained by the

Abbe de la Bielerie, with candour and ingenuity.

Gibbon.
* This is not abfolutely contrary to wiiat is related of

the extravagant proceilions of Julian on the fcftivals of

Venus and others. All the Pagan feilivals were not fo li-

centious as thofs of Venus, La Bi.eterie.

Fortune,,
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For^Jne *. He alfo went thrice to that of Ceres.

I forget how often I went to the temple of Daphne,

that aiiguft fabrick which was betrayed by the

treachery of the keepers, and by the prefumption

of the impious f . On the Syrian calends J,
Casfiu'

goes

* Genius and Fortune werfe DU Co7itiihernaks, and had
temples dedicated to them jointly. See 'Pcufan. Bceotk,

p. 313. Hence what Ammianus calls Genii temphmi (xxili.

I.) Julian here ftyles Ey^i;, the one a male, the other a

female, deity, the images of both being fet up together.

Modern antiquaries, as well as artills, by a kind of my-
thological folecifm, have confounded that diftinfti^n, v/ho

call a female deity the Genius of a city. Bovvyer.

t After Babylas (a bidiop of Antioch, who died in

prifon in the perfecution of Decius) had reded near a

century in his grave, his body, by the order of the Ccefar

Gallus, was tra^fported into the midft of the grove of

Daphne. A magnificent church was erected over his re-

mains ; a portion of the facred lands was ufurped for the

maintenance of the clergy, and for the burial of the Chrif-

tians of Antioch, who were ambitious of lying at the feet

of their bifhop \ and the priefts of Apollo retired, with

their affrighted and indignant votaries. As foon as ano-

ther revolution fecmed to rellore the fortune of Paganifm,

the church of St. Babylas was demoliflied, and new build-

ings were added to the mouldering edifice which had been

railed by the piety of Syrian kings. But the firft and moft

lerious care of Julian was to deliver his opprefled deity

from the odious preience of the dead and living Chriftians,

who had fo efFe£tually fupprefled the voice of fraud or en-

thuiiafm. The fcene of infedlion was purified, according

to the forms of ancient rituals; the bodies were decently

removed; and the miniflcrs of the church were permitted

to convey the remains of St. Babylas to their former habi-

tation within the walls of Antioch. The modeft behaviour, •

v>'hich might have aflunged the jealoufy of an hoftile go-

vernment, was, on this occafion, negledted by the zeal of

the Chrift ans. The lofty car, that tranfported the relics

R 4 of
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of Babylas, was followed, and accompanied, and re-

ceived by an innumerable multitude ; who chanted with

thundering acclamations, the pfalms of David the moft ex-

prefiive bf their contempt for idols and idolaters. The re-

turn of the faint was a triumph ; and the triumph was an

infult on the reli,s;ion of the Emperor, who exerted his

pride to dilTemble his refentm.ent. During the night which
^ terminated this indifcreet procelTion [22 Oft. 362.] the

temple of Daphne was in flames, the ftatue of Apollo was

confumed, and the walls of the edifice were left a naked

and awful monument of ruin. The Chrldians of Antioch

afierted, with religious confidence, that the powerful in-

terceilion of St. Babylas had pointed the lightnings of

heaven againfl the devoted roof; but as Julian was re-

duced to the alternative of believing either a crime or a

miracle, he chofe, without hefitation, without evidence,

but with fome colour of probability, to impute the fire of

Daphne to the revenge of the Galileans. Gibbon.
Julian (in Mifopogon) rather infmuates, than affirms,

their guilt. Ammianus (xxii. 13,) treats the imputatiori

as IgviJJi/nus rumor^ and relate^ the ilory with extraordinary

candour, IbliL

I do not find that Ammianus treats this report in the

manner here affirmed. All that he fays of it is this : Suf~

picahatur eii'vn id Chrifiianos cgiffe, fiiinulatos invidia^ quid idem,,

tcmphijn Ini'lti videbant amhitioj'o circumdari pcrifiylio. " For
" he fufpefted theChrifcians to have been the perpetrators,

*' urged to it by envy on feeing reludlantly that temple
*' furrounded by a fpacious perilTyle." Then follows,

Fcvehatv.r (jutein^ licet rumore le'V.iJjiino, hac ex cmild coujlagrajfe

d.hihrum^ S-;c. " But it was reported, though on the Jlightcji

" grounds^ that this was the caufe of the fire: The phi-
*' lofopher Afclepiades, being on a vifit to Julian, and
*'

S^'^^g '^^ t\\'5^l fuburb, as ho was ufed to carry with him,
*' wherever he went, a fmall filver image of Juno, placed

" it at the feet of the great image, and lighting wax tapers,

'• as ufual, departtd; from which, in the middle of the
'' night, when no one could attend or afiilt, fparks flying

*' adhered to the very ancient materials," &c. To this

flory therefore, and not that of the Chriftians, the leinf-

J'rmus ru?7ior is app'ird.

X As in the coaclufion of the Mifopogon, Julian reckons

th? Macedonian month Lo'ii the '.enth of the Syrian year,

this
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goes again to the temple of Jupiter Philius ^. Then

comes the general feftival f, and Ccefar goes to

the temple of Fortune. Omitting an inaufpicious

this year began with the month Dius. In the Syrian year,

which is ufed by Eufebius, St. Epiphanius, Euagriiis,

Malela, Ice. the month Dius anfwers to the month of

November. But perhaps the city of Antioch had a Syrian

year that was peculiar to it. In different Macedonian cities,

the month Dius anfvvered to different Roman months. It

is certain that the Syrian year of Antioch began in autumn.

We cannot, however, pofitively affert in which of the

Roman months, September, Oftober, or November. This

is the refult of fome learned and judicious obfervations

communicated- to me by a friend to whom 1 owe feveral of

my remarks. La Bleterie.

*• The patron of friendfliip, the fgme with Hofpitalis,

*' a bearded face, with a placid look, to denote," fays

Triltan, " that true friendfliip is the refult of age." He
had a temple at Antioch, where Julian facrificed to him
more than once, during his refidence there ; pleafed, no

doubt, to have fo good an authority for his beard, which

as che inhabitants little regarded in Jupiter, no wonder they

ridiculed in the Emperor. Bovvyee.

•f-
The calends of January [mentioned above, p. 231.]

when the confuls entered on their ofBce, and the priefts,

in a folemn proceffion, offered vows for the public fafety of

the empire, or of the Rom.an fenate and people.

This therefore Libanius, in like manner (in his defcrip-

tion of the calends), ftyles " a general feftival to all whq..

" live under the Roman government." Spanheim.
This day was deemed a feftival throughout all the Ro-

man world, though all did not begin the year with it.

For inftance, the Romans then commenced the year with

Dius, which anfwers to the Julian November : Therefore,

in the above paffage of Julian *? 'Lv^m N£oy.):n«, (" the Syrian
*' calends,) are the firft day of the month Dius. This

paffage has been raifunderftood by Martiniu?, the [Latin]

tranflator, Yalois.

day.

249.
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day *, he again pays his vows in the temple of

Jupiter Philius, after the manner of his anceftors
f.

Who can endure Casfar's going fo frequently to the

temples, when the Gods (liculd be troubled only

once or twice to celebrate thofe feftivals which are

common to all the people, and of which not only

they who honour the Gods, but they alfo wiih v/hom

the city is filled, participate "| ? "What an exquifite

pleafure and delight does every one conflanily en-

joy in the fight of a number of dancing men,

dancing women, and dancing boys !

Refle£ling on thefe things, I cannot but think

you happy in fuch diverfions, and yet I am by no

means diffaiisfied with myfelf ; for the life 1 lead,

by the influence perhaps of fome God, is to me

agreeable. Believe me, therefore, far from being

offended with thofe who reprobate my life and

manners, I even add to their farcafras as many as

poffible, and accumulate on myfelf more reproaches

for being fuch a fool as not to perceive at firfl

what were the manners of this city, efpecially as

none of my contemporaries, I am certain, are more

converfant with books than myfelf.

* Jan. 2. The days immediately following the calends,

nones, and ides were reckoned inaufpicious. Ov. Ti iJL

I. 55. et fcq.

\ On Jan. 3, when folemn vows w-ere oiFercd for the

fafety of the prince.

J He means the games and fhews at which the Chrif'

lians, as well as the Gentiles, were prefent, to the great

offence of the molt holy prelates ; which St. Chylollom,

among others, frequently mentions. Fetau.

It
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It Is related that the king who was namefake to

this eity, or rather, to whom it owes its name (for

it was built by Seleucus *, but takes its name from

his Ion), Antiochus I mean, from an excefllve in-

dulgence in luxurious delights, always loving and

being loved, was at length illegally enamoured of

his mother-in-law -f. He wilhed to conceal his

paflion, but could not j his body being emaciated,

and fecretly decaying, his (Irength failing, and his

mind being languid. His cafe feemed myfterious,

the diforder having no apparent caufe, and the

nature of it not being known. The young man's

illnefs, however, being certain, the great difficulty

propofed to a Samian phyfician J was, to dif-

cover what the diftemper was. He, fufpedling from

Homer what are " the limbs-confuming cares §",

and that anxiety of mind, not weaknefs of body,

is often the caufe of bodily decay, and obferving

the youth, as well by years as conftitution, to be

not averfe to love, took this method to difcover the

difeafe. He fat down by the bed-fide, and looking

the young man fledfaftly in the face, he defired

fome beautiful wpmen to be introduced, beginning

* Seleucus Nicator.

f-
Stratonice, the daughter of Demetrius Poliorcetes,

and wife of Seleucus.

I Erafiftratus.

§ TvtoQo^oi /.t:-AEoa;i£{," the anxieties that devour the body."

I do not find the word yvi-^^opoi in the Index of Homer, nnade

by Wolfgangus Seberus. If the Index be not faulty, Juliarj

is miftaken, or quotes foflne work of Homer which we do

not poffcfs. La Bleterie.

with
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with the queen. As foon as Ihe appeared^ or as

foon as he faw her, the youth betrayed fome fymp-

toms of his diforder j he breathed fliort, as if he

had been afthmatic, rvlth his utmoft endeavours he

could not avoid trembhng, great was the evident

agitation of his mind, and his face was covered

with blufties. The phyfician, obferving this; ap"

plied his hand to his patient's breaf!:, and found

his heart beat violently, as if it would burft forth.

Such were his fenfations while the queen was

prefent. But when {he had withdrawn, while the

others were pafling by, he remained tranquil, and

feeraed in pcrfeft health. Having thus difcovered

his malady, Erafiftratus communicated it to the

king, and he, being an affectionate father, faid,

he vvould refign his wife lo his fon. He then re-

fufed it; but his father dying not long after, the

prefent, which, when offered him before, he nobly

declined, he then very eagerly feized *. Such was

the conduct of Antiochus.

That his defcendants therefore ihould imitate

their founder, or, at lead, their namefake, is not

blameable. P'or, as in plants, it is probable that

the qualities are widely diffufed, and perhaps thofe

which are produced altogether refemble thofe

* Plutarch relates the Hory differently in his life of De-
metrius. For he fays, that Antiochus, the fon of Deme-
trius Poliorcetes, married his mother-in-lau- in the life-time

of his father, Petau.

whidl
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which produce them.; fo, among men *, the manners

of the dcfcendants are likely to be fimilar to thofe

of their anceftors. OA the Greeks I think the

Athenians the moft hberal and humane ; though

all the Greeks, I have obfcrved, are the fame, and

I can truly affirm of them, that of all men they

are the grcatefl: lovers of the GodS) and mofl hof-

pitable to flrangers ; but of the Greeks, I give

this teftimony chiefly to the Athenians. And if

they retain in their manners the refemblance of

ancient virtue, why may not the fame fimilitude be

traced in the Syrians, the Arabians, the Gauls,

the Thracian§, the Pannonians, and that nation

vyhich is fituated between the two latter on the

banks of the Danube? I mean the Mylians,

the {lock from which I am defcended
f, who

are abfolutely inelegant, boorifli, auflere, uncivi-

lifed, and obilinately tenacious of their opinions,

all which are proofs of lamentable ruflicity.

Firfl, therefore, L afk pardon for myfelf, for

imirating the manners of my anceftors, and then

I.grant it to you for the fame, offence ; nor do I

mention, as a reproach, your being

In lying andii) wanton dances fkill'd J. -

* The iuhabkan-t^-of Ant^ch were nothing to Antiochus.
The kind of argument which Juh'an here employs mxift not

bennderftood lerioufly. It is a mere joke. La Bleterie.

f Eutropius, the great grandfather of Julian, and the

father of Ccnftantius-Chlorusj was of the province of
Myfia. 3U,

I Iliad. xxiY. 261, Priam's reproach of his nine fur-

'^ivin^ fens.

On
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On the contrary, your following the examples and

fiudies of your fathers I think much to your ho-

nour. Thus Homer alfo, praifing Autolydus, fays,

that he excelled all men
^^*' In thieving and in fwearing *.

* Homer, in the xrxth book of the Odyffey, v. 396,
fnys, that Autolycus, the maternal grandfather of UlyfTes,

excelled other men, y.\n{\ocvffi G'opxwiE, " in theft and oaths."

Mad. Dacier, on this paffage, fays, in eifeft, that the Word
'yiXi-laGvvn may fignify not only " theft," but alfo " cunning,
*' addrefs, Itratagem, fklll to conceal the knowledge of
*' his fchemes, to penetrate the fecrets of others, ht.
*' and that Homer meant to fay that Autolycus was a very
** acute politician, an artful prince, an able negociator,\vho
*' khew how to iliake treaties to his advantage, but, on the
*' whole, was faithful to his word, and one who refpeded
*' his oaths." Admitting the charitable explanation of Mad.
Dacier, it is unfortunate for him to have been praifed by
Homer in equivocal terms; for the knavery of Autolycils

has grown proverbial,. Martial, fpeaking of a thief, fays,

Non fuit Autolyci ia?}t piceata manics. La Bleterie.
Dr, Clarke (on the above line in the Odyffey) un-

derftands it, however, as a commendation ; and Fenton,

agreeably to the fame interpretation, has, in his tranf-

lation, afcribed to Autolycus

a mighty name
For fpotlefs faith, and deeds of martial fame. 456.

Shakfpeare, on the contrary, has given his name
to a roguifli pedlar :

" My father," fays he, " named rric

*' Autolycus, who bf:ing, as I am, littered under Mercury,
*' was likewife a fnapper-xip of unconfidered trifles."

Winter's Tale, Aft IV. Sc. IT.

Euripides had two dramas (now loft) named Autolycus,

the firft fatyric (as we learn from Julius Pollux) of which

a fragment is preferved by Galen and Athenreus, Barnes

and Dr. Mufgrave fuppofe that it derives its name from

this Autolycus ; but from what is tranfmitted to us, Mr.
Wodhull, who has tranf.ated it, thinks, with more pro-

bability, that another Autolycus, a champion in the pub-

lic gamesj was its hero.

And
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And fo, you fay, do I In rufticity, obftinacy,

morofenefs, in not being eafily fofcened by fup-

plications, or induced by intreaties or clamours, to

mind my bufinefs. With thefe reproaches I am

not in the leaft offended. Which of us is the

iTioft excufable is known to the Gods, but no man

can determine between us, fuch is our felf-love,

every one admiring his own endowments, and

defpifing thofe of others. But he, who bears with

indulgence a courfe of life the reverfe of his own,

feems to me the raofl benevolent.

[On reflection, I find that, in fome other par-

ticulars, I have been much my own enemy. For

when I came to a free city, which could not en-

dure the naftinefs of my hair, I came to it un-

combed and bearded, as if barbers had been

wanting *. You would have taken me for

Smicrines or Thrafyleon f, a morofe old man, or a

frantic

* Soon after hisbeet ranee into the palace of Conftan-
tinople, Julian had occafion for the lervice of a barber.
Au officer, magnificently drefled, immediately prefented
himfelf. " 1: ie a barber," exclaimed the prince, " that
*' I want, and not a receiver- general of the finances.'*

He queftioned the man concerning the profits of his em-
ployment; and was informed, that, befides a large falary,

and fome valuable perquiutes, he enjoyed a daily allowance
of twenty fervants, and as many horfes. Gibbon.

Libanius fays, that a thoufand cooks, as many barbers
(xe;«aj HY. EXaTiy;), more cup-bearers, &:c. were diftributed in
Ae feveral offices of luxury which Julian aboliflied or re-
trenched.

t Thefe were probably two comic charafters of Me-
Dander, as Cafaubon {Animadv. iaAthenaum, /. vi. c. 12.)

mentions
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frantic foldier, when I might have appeared, by

the ornamental advantages of drefs, a handfome

boy, or, at leait, a youth, if not in years *, in

dl]emii"iacy and features -f.]

An't. You kiiow not how to aflbciate with men;

you adopt n®t the maxims of Theognis |, nor

ipjitate (as he recommends) the changeful polypus 5?

nieutions a comedy by that poet named Thrafyleon. He
suds, that there was one of the fame na;ne in Latin by

Turpiliua, a tranflaiiori, he fuppofeSj from - Menanderj^

which is often quoted.by Nonius.;

* When Julian firii came to Antioch, he vva^ thirty-one

yearg old.

f The paragraphs, betwqdn [ ] arc omitted here, and

removed lower, by the, French tranllator. They feenj in-

deetl A repetition of what was faid at the beginning, yet I

de^BOt think niyfelf -warranted to tranfpofe them, though

I thoroughly aflent to the propriety of the following re-

iharK of I\I. de la Bleterie, as an excufe for the incorreft:-

nefs of the author, but not for the corredions of his tranf-

Utof, :
*' In general,- the A'Jifopogon is a Irttle unfewed,

*'.and the repetitions in it are too frequent. It was com-

"'pofed perhaps in the fpace of one or two nights. Julian

*' was too much employed to be an author by premedi-
" tation. When an author fcarce r^ads'Hvhat he writes,

" we cannot wQuder at tautology." ^~

j; Theognis, a poeC of Megara, lived aboift ^50 years

before the Chriilian aera. ' We have fome fentences, or*

inaxlms, by him, in elegiac Verfe. LaBlkterie.

§ Ulyffes, ! clinging to a cliff, is compared to this fifli

l^y Homer, Odyff. V. 432. Ariftotle, and others, fuppofe,

that it changes its. colour, in order more eafily to catch its

prey, or from fear. St. Paul, who, for good reafons beca?ne

ail things to all ?nen, is on that account, compared to a poly-

pus by Julian in his work againll the Chriflian religion,

preferved and confuted by Cyril. But its more extra-

ordinary power of re-produ6lion was refen'ed for the fpecu-

lation of ruodem naturalifts.

which
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which affumes the colour of rocks, but, on the

contrary, you behave to all with the proverbial

rufticity, folly, and morofcnefs of a Myconian *.

Know you not, that we are widely different froiTi

the Gauls, the Thracians, and the Illyrians ? This

city, you fee, abounds with Ihops. But you pro-*

voke the retailers by not fuffering them to extort,

both from natives and foreigners, what price they

pleafe for provifions. They complain of the land-

holders "j"
; but thefe alfo you make your enemies,

* Archilochus of Paros writes, that Pericles ufed to.

come uninvited to the entertainments of others, after the

manner of the Myconians, who inhabiting a barren iftand

[in the Archipelago] were notorious for their avarice and
ruflicity. Athenj^us.
On this proverb fee Euflathius (/« OdyJ/l xvxi.) Suidas,

and Zenobius. Petau.

•j- This paiuige is obfcure. What follows may explain

it. Ammianus lays (/. xxii.) that Julian, " with no
*' apparent reafon, for the fake of popularity, endea-
*' voured to make all commodities cheap, which fome-
*' times, by improper management, occafions dearth and
*' famine." Nor could the magillrates of Antioch dif-

fuade him. By fixing therefore a lower price on things

that were to be fold, he made the retailers his enemies.

And when thofe retailers, being charged v^Mth the unrea-

fonablenefs of their demands, complained that they bought

corn and provifions dearer of the landholder, he compelled

them alfo, by the fame edict, to make abatements. This

feverity and rigour, exercifed againft thefe tv/o ranks, ex-

tended to the chief men of the city and the magi-lrates,

who fupplied the markets, and owned the lands. And
thus they were doubly miilfted. UiJ,

The magiftrates of Antioch perhaps condefcended to fell

wine them'felves by retail, like fome of the prefent nobility

of Florence, as mentioned by Lord Corke, Dr. Smollett,

and other tra\ellers.

Vol. I. S by
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by obliging them to be jufl. The magiflrates,

who, availing themfelves of both thefe diftrcffes,

rejoiced before at receiving double profits, both

as landholders and as retailers, now, on being de-

prived of both thefe advantages, are equally ex-

afperated. The Syrians too, at being precluded

both from drinking immoderately and dancing la-

fcivioufly, are no lefs enraged ; but by giving

them bread in plenty, you think they are fuffi-

ciently regaled. And fo gracious are you, that

you are not contented with procuring them oyfiers

only.

When a complaint was lately made, that no

fifli, and fcarce any poultry, could be procured in

the markets, you faid, with a fneering laugh, that

*' a frugal city ought to be fatisfied with bread,

** wine, and oil ; that meat was a dainty ; but

** fifli and poultry were more than dainties, ami

•* would not have been indulged even to the fuitors

*' in Ithaca." Thus you would have us deem

pork arid mutton luxuries, and fubfiil, like you, on

vegetables '% thinking that in this you govern well,

and

* In the tliiie of Julian, the pltilofophers of the reign-'

ing lec't, who had blended the /Kgyptian and Chaldean

tenets with Platonifm and the ruins of the doftrine of Py-

thagoras, tranfmitted by a very \nicertain tradition, thofe

philofophers, I fay, or rather the mofl: perfeft among them,

adopted a very auftere mode of life, which made part of

the dodrine which was revealed, in the myfterics, lo the

initiated. As Orpheus palTed for the Jirft inllitutor of the

myileries, it was pfetendcd that this kind of life was that

vvliich
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and are giving laws to your Thracian eountrymen,

or to thofe rtupid Gauls, who, by their education,

have made you a mere block of holm or maple,

not a Marathoniau but half an Acharnian -^ warrior,

one

v.'hich Plato and fome other ancients have mentioned under

the name of " Orphic life," O^:fi!<05 ^lo,-. This life, whi6h

Poiphyry preaches in his book, De abjlincntia animallum^

coniifted in the practice of moral virtues, added to the pri-

vation of things allowed in common life. The Orphics

muft have refembled the ^-Egyptian prieds and the Bramiris.

Julian had not embraced the Orphic life, but he en-

deavoured to approach near it. To what I have elfewhere

faid of his extreme frugality, I \vill add hefe what I find

in his funeral oration* See the Bllliothcca Graca of Fa-

briciiis, fo/. yii. p. 309, 310. " What private philofopher
*' in his cottage," fays Libanius, " ever praftifed an ab-
•' (linence fo rigorous as that of this Emperor ? Who de-
*' prived himfelf more often than he, fometimes of one
*' food, fometimes of another, in honour of Pan, of jMer-

" cury, of Hecate, of Ifis, of all the deities ? Who, like

*' him, ever took delight in abilaining frequently from all

•' nourifliment ? Thus he lived in an intimate conneiftion

" with the Gods . . . his body not allowing him to raife

*' himfelf to heaven, they defcended on earth to converfe
*' with him. They came to inftruft him in what he fhould
'* do or forbear. . , . He had no occafion for human
** vvifdom or underftanding. The immortal being?, who
'* know every thing, were both his counril and his guard,

" By them he was almofl always fnrrounded." After this

quotation, to which J could add many fimilar, no one, I

fancy, will have the leall doubt of the fanaticifm of Julian

any more than of that of his panegyrift. La Bleterie,
* The Acliarnians (fo one of the tribes of Athens was

cnlled) were valiant, but rough and hardy. In the comedy

of Aiiitophanes, entitled the Acharnian, fome old men
of that tribe are ftyled " men of oak and maple, foldiera

•' of Marathon ;" meanirig invincible warriors. The in-

habitants of Antiochj in ailufion to this paffage of the

romic poet, reproac.'i Julian for having the hardinefs, the

S 2 unpolite-

259
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one generally odious and difguftful. Was it not

better for you to walk the forum, fcented with

perfumes, and preceded by beautiful boys, and

thus to attrafl the eyes of the citizens, and bands

of women, fuch as you fee alTembled every day *?

Jul. But to look wantonly, carting my eyes on

all fides, and to appear beautiful to you in perfon,

not in mind, my principles will not: allow me.

*' The true beauty of the mind confifts," you fay,

*' in the enjoyment of life." But my governor

taught me, when I attended mailers, to behold the

ground, not the Itage, and to cherifli the hairs of

my chin more than thofe of my head. And even

iinpolitenefs, the roughnefs, of the Acharnians, without

the courage of thofe brave Attic peafants. To thefe ideas,

which are purely Greek, I have fubftituted feme that are

equivalent. La Bleterie.

In this tranflation the Greek ideas are retained. As
Julian is the fpeajcer, let him fpeak as a Greek or Roman,
and not like a Londoner or Parifian. Though it is not un-

coinmon with us to fay, in like manner, of thofe who are

hardy, that they are *' made of iron and fteel;" and, thus

Charles XII. w.as ftyled by the Turks, " iron-head," and

by Dr, Johnfbn, " a frame of adamant, a foul of fire."

* Nothing could equal the feftivals of Venus, and other

,.fuch foleitinities, when, refafmg to give audience to the

r. officers and magiftrates, Julian condudled through the city

! the female p'roftitutes, and the other vidims of the public

• incontinence. The w.omen 'walked firfl ; after them came
i

the effeminate y.ouths. Betvyeen. thefe two infamous .troops,

.. who burfl into loud fiiouts of laughter, and uttered all that

•. de:b.auchery. icould didate, inarched the reformer of Faga-

nifni, with a b^rlefque gravity, heightening as much as

-ipdiEbia his puny llatur'&, extending, a pointed beard, and

• affedtifig the ftep of a giant. His. horfe followed at a dif-

ftancc, .and li,is guards clofed this extravagant poinp.
' .'- La Bleterie.

at
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at that age I never went to the theatre privately

and voluntarily, but twice or thrice only.

To pleafe Patroclus, by the prince commanded *,

rpy intimate friend and kinfraan. I was then a

fubjea.

Pardon me therefore, and rather turn your re-

fentment againft that wicked governor, who was

thenfo troubleforae to me by inculcating thofe

moral lelTons. He has occafioned all your dlflike

to me by fixing, and, as it were, carving on

my mind what I ought to fbun. And, as if he

meant to pleafe me, he exerted himfelf with the

utmofl earneftnefs, calling rufticity gravity, and ftu-

pidity temperance, faying, that to refill the palTions

was fortitude, and that the gratification of them

; does not conditute happinefs. My governor often

{aid, to me, when I was quite a boy, as Jove and the

Mufes can witnefs, " Do not fufTer yourfelf to be
" feduced to the theatre by the crowd of your
•* companions, nor be enamoured of fuch enter-

" tainments. Do you wifh to fee a chariot-race ?

*' It is elegantly defcribed in Homer -j^ : open the

" book, and read. Do you hear of pantomime

* n«ipo)tX&; ETTiflfa tpi^cjii, u^yu-j tr7!:ocTieti.

This, though not printed as fuch in the editions, or ob-

ferved by the commentators, is an heroic verfe ; but

it does not occur in Homer, nor is it clear whom Ju-
lian here means by " Patroclus." The prince (»^x^'^)

muil probably be his brother, Ccefar Galhis.

f In the xxiiid book of the Iliad, Achilles caufes fome

games to be celebrated in honour of the funeral of Pa-

troclus. Among them is a defcription of a chariot-race.

LaBleterie.

S3 '* dancers ?
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*' dancers i* Away v.ith them ! The Phsacian

** youths are lefs effeminate *. You have there

" the harper Phemius
f, and the finger Demo-

** docus |. His trees too are more deliohtful to I

* the ear than ours are to the eye. '

" Thus feems the palm §, with flately honours

** croWn'd,

*' By Phoebus' altar
!|

; thus o'erlooks the ground,

*• The pride of Delos.

^ See the dances of the Phaeacians in the yiiith book of

the Odyfley. La Bleterie,

t Phemius was a mufician of the iHand of Ithaca, whom
the iuitors of Penelope forced to play ou the harp during

their banquets. i3;V.

X The Greeks muft certainly have been very fond of

their Honicr, as a governor fo grave as that of Julian ad-

vifes a child to read the fcandalous romance of Mars taken

in the nets of Vulcan, which Demodocus fings at the feaft

of Aicinouy. See CdylT. viii. Ilfid.

Another grave and intelligent tutor, himfelf a proficient

in mufic, (who has lately given excellent *' Advice to his

" pupils,") was aUb inattentive to thefe f/i7ta Deorum, as

Virgil modellly ftyles them, when he faid, " The wife rnen

*' of Heathen antiquity referved the powers of mufic tor

** the inllilling moral inftru6tion into youth." Joneses Vhy^

j'lolngkal D/fquiJiiioiiS^ p. 354.

^. Odyll. VI. 16:. Broome, 193. Nauficaa is compared

to this palm-tree by Ulyffes.

Becaufe the Ulyires of Homer faid, that he " faw a tall

and tender palm-tree at Delos," the lame is Hill (hewn at

this day. Cicero de Legihus^ I, I.

The palm alfo of Delos is vilible from the time of that

God [Apollo.] Plin. Nat. HJJl. I. XVI. 44.

II
In the original it is Traaa ^ji^lu. Cafaubon, in his notes

on Athensus, xvi. 9. quotes it Tjp h^uw. But Julian, in

the paflV.ge above, reads it, or quotes it by memory, tsa-^a.

0UfAoi, Clarke.

*' And
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** And the woody ifland of Calypfo, and the

" groves of Circe, and the garden of Alcinous,

** be afTured you will fee nothing more enchant-

H ing."

Would you know the name of this governor,

and his family ? By all the Gods and Goddefles,

he was a Barbarian, a Scythian, and name-fake to

him *, who perfuaded Xerxes to wage war againft

Greece and the renowned Argives. He was an

eunuch, a title, which twenty months ago -|- was

revered, but is now the fubjeft of fhame and re-

proach. He was educated by my grandfather +,

that

* It is well known that it was Mardonius, the fon of

Qobryas, who, in the council of Xerxes, gave his opinion

for making war with the Greeks, and \vhofe advice pre-

vailed. Herod. VII. The governor of Julian had the fanie

name. La Bleterie.

-f- He principally means Eufebius, the chamberlain of

Conftantius, [fee the Epiftle to the Athenians, p. 68.] who,
in his reign, had the management of public affairs. Am-
mianus, (xxi. 15.) relates, that " Conilantius died Oct. 5.

" in the confulfhip of Taurus and Florentius," which was

A. D. 361. He alfo fays, in the next book, that ** Julian
" compofed his Mifopogon towards the end of the year 362,
*' and that he marched from Antioch againft the Perfians,

** March i, 363." So that from the death of Conilan-

tius tp the time of his writing the Mifopogon there was
an interval of not auite fifteen months. But Julian reckons

twenty. Whether it is a miftake, or not, I cannot tell.

Petau.
Julian probably fixes the epocha of the difgrace of the

eunuchs to the time of his declaring war againft Confiantius,

La Bleterie.

X The prsefecl Julian (probably Aniciusjulianus, who was
conful in 322) the moft illuftrious private perfon of his age

S4 by
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that be might Inflrufl my. mother * in the poems of

Homer ^nd Hefiod. I was her firfl and only fon -f",

and a few months after my birth flie died, leaving

me an orphan, and opprefled with many misfor-

tunes. Young and tender, at feven years of age I

was entrufted to his care. From that time, con-

ducting me to proper mafters, he perfuaded me

that this was the only right way ; and as he him-

felf would not know, nor would fuffer me to pur-

lue, any other, he has expofed me to yout re*

lentment.

But, if you pleafe, we will now make peace,

and terminate our animofity. For he had no idea

of my coming hither, far from expecting that I

bvbis birth, his riches, and his reputation ; and perhaps the

iisrH Roman fenator who made a public profeifion of Chrif-

tiaaity. He had been engaged in the party of Maxentius

;

but Conftantine, after the viclory, revered the fuperior

talents of this great man, and a virtue ftill fuperior to

them. He made him conful, praefeft, and at length his

brother-in-law. La Bleterie,

* Bafilina. It is faid, that, when fiie was ready to .lie-

in, flie dreamed that flie brought Achilles into the world

;

and that, upon her waking, while fhe related this dream,

flie was delivered of Julian, almofi: without pain. This

princefs died in the flower of her age. She appears to have

been an Arian and a perfecutrefs, which is not furprifing,

if fhe was related to Eufebius of Niccmedia. *' It is cer-

tain that Julian vvas a diftant relation of this bifliop," fays

Ammianus : probably by the fide of Bafilina, whofe mother,

the maternal grandmother of Julian, might be of Ionia or

lijthynia. Ihid,

f Gajlus (as above-mentioned) vvas by another mother.

lliould
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(hould govern fuch an empire * as the Gods

have beftowed, much againft the will, believe me,

both of ihe giver and receiver. For he who con-

ferred -f this honour, or favour, or whatever elfe

you iLay pleafe to call it, conferred it with re-

luctance, and by him w^ho accepted it, the Gods

weli know, it was fincerely rejecled. Bat their

will is and muft be obeyed. If my governor could

have forefeen this, he would, without doubt, have

endeavoured to make me acceptable to you. But

now, whatever manners I may have previoufly con-

tra£ted, whether gentle or booriih, it is ImpoiTiblc

for me to alter or unlearn. Habit is faid to be a

fecond nature ; to oppofe it is irkforaci but to coun-

teratSt the fludy of more than thirty years is ex-

tremely difficult, efpecially when it has been im-

bibed with fo much attention.

Ant. Allowing this, what induced you to in-

veftigate and determine matters of traffick > This,

I imagine, was not taught you by your governor,

as he did not forefee your reigning.

Jul. This alfo was owing to that wicked old

man, whom, as the principal director of my (Indies,

you fo juftly reproach as well ;is me; but know,

that he was deceived by others. You have often

* Conftantius, by the courfe of nature, might have had
children, and Gallus was the elder brother of Julian, who
was intended for the ecclefiaftical ftaie. La Bleterie,

t It is pretended that Conftar4tiu3, on his death-bed,

named Julian his fuccelTor. Julian believes, or afFefts to

believe, it. JiJj.

heard.
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heard, I fuppofc, the names of Plato, Socrates,

Ariflotle, and Theophraftus *, mentioned with

derifion. On thefe that old man had the folly to

rely, and afterwards finding me young and capable

of improvement, he told me, that, if in every

thing I would make them my models, I (hould

excell, he would not fay all other men (for with

them there was no competition), but myfelf. Thus

guided by him, how could I aft otherwife ? Were

it ever fo delirable, I can now make no alteration,

and when I reproach myfelf for not indulging every

vice, I recollect what the Athenian flranger fays

in Plato +: *' He is to be honoured w^ho commits

** no crime ; he who prevents others from being

" criminal is worthy of more than double honour :

" the former is equal in dignity to a man ; the

*' latter, who difcovers to the magiftrates the crimes

*' of others, is equal to many. But he, who, in

*' punifliing, alTociates himfelf in authority with

*• the magiftrates, is a great and perfect citizen,

" and fhall be deemed viftor in the Hfts of virtue:

•* the fame praife is due to temperance and pru-

** dence, and to all thofe other good qualities

'* which are not only ufeful to the poffeffors, but

•' are alfo imparted to others.'*

'•• A Peripatetic philofopher, who fucceeded Ariftotle in

his fchool. Cic. in Oral. xix. His books of plants and moral

charaders are all that remain of his compolition ; the reft

of his works are enumerated by Diogenes Laertius in his

life. His name was changed by Arillotle, for his eloquence^

from Tyrtamus.

-f- De I.fgihiiS^ 1. V.

I Such
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Such were the mflruflions that I received from

one who thought that he was forming a private

individual, not forefeeing the rank in which Jupiter

has placed me. I Ihould be afhamed of appear-

ing worfe as a prince than as a fubjecft, I have

indeed fo far forgotten myfelf as to acquaint you

with my rufliciry. Another law of Plato, which

has made me recoUett myfelf, and be your enemy,

fays, that " the magiftrates and elders fhould prac-

'* tife modefty and temperance, that their lives

*' may be lefibns to the people." Singly, there-

fore, or rather with a few, I obferve thefe rules ;

but the event has been different from what I ex-

pedted, and has jullly involved me in difgrace.

Seven of us foreigners *, who have lately

arrived among you, (but one, who has fmce

joined us, is your own fellow-citizen -f, dear to

Mercury and to me, an excellent mafter cf oratory,)

have no connection with the reft of the world

;

we go out but feldom, and that only to the temples

of the Gods. To the theatres we never refort,

thinking them of all places the moft ignoble, of

all purfuits the moft inglorious. If the Grecian

* In the number of the fix friends, whom the Emperor
had with him, m.uft certainly be placed the phllofophers

IVIaximus of Ephefus, Prifcus of Epirus, the fophift Hi-

meri'js of Bithynia, and the phyfician Oribafius of Per-

gamus. It may be furmifed that the two others were Sallufl

the fccond and Anatolius. But I do not think that Julian

here fpeaks of any officer of the empire. La Bleterie,

t It is needlefa to obferve thnt Libanius is here meant.

Il'iJ.

fages
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fages will allow me to diflinguifh our fociety by

tbe moft remarkable circumftance that attends ir,

nothing feerns lb peculiarly our character iilic as

an averfion to public entertainments *. Thus we

folicit your hatred and refentment, inflead of ca-

joling and endeavouring to pleaie you.

Ant. Suppafeaman is guilty of injudice. What
folly is it in you to interfere ! You might not only

have ingratiated yourfelf with him, but have

Ihared the emoluments of his injuftice. Yet you

prefer his enmity. You Ihould have confidered

thafope who is injured never complains of the

jnagiflrates, but only of the perfon who has in-

jured him. But, when he has been punifhed, in-

ftcad of blaming his accufer, he turns his refentmenf

againd: the magiftrates. With y-our ufual wifdoiQ

therefore y.cu fliould have refrained from comp^l^

ling others to be jud by force, and have allowed

them all full liberty to adl as they pleafed, the

manners of this city being remarkably free. Not

attending to this, how can you think they will

obey the diclates of prndence, or renounce that

freedom which even the affes and the camels here

enjoy ? The drivers lead their camels through the

porticoes, like fo many brides, magnificently

drelTed
f.

As if the ^vide ftrects and narrow lanes

•^ There being no fenfe to be collefted from the originai,

i^s it appears in the editions, both printed and MS. I liave

adopted that which M. de la BJeterie has fubftituted.

f A fatirical ftrokc on the bad police of Antioch.

4 ^ were
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were not intended for their ufe, they freely range

the porticoes, and no one interferes, left he fhould

be thought to abridge their liberty. Such is the

freedom of this city; and yet you would have the

young men here live peaceably, and think, or, at

leaft fpeak, what it may give you pleafure to hear.

But they are accuftomed to banquet freely every

day, efpecially on feftivals.

Jul. The Romans formerly took vengeance on

the Tarentines for affronting their ambaiTadors at

a Bacchanalian debauch *. But you, much happier

than the Tarentines, inftead of a few days, revel the

whole year f, and inftead of foreign ambaiTadors,

you

* In the year of Rome 473, the Remans fent an embafly
to the city of Tarentum to demand fatisfaftion for an a'it

of hoftility committed againft their (hips. Their ambaffa-

dors had an audience in the theatre, which was the ufual

place of affemibly in all the Greek cities. The Roman
ambaffadors defiring to fpeak in Greek were treated as Bar-

barians, infulted for their foreign accent and drefs, and at

length driven out of the aflerably. A buffoon, with beaftly

impudence, foiled their robes, to the diverfion of every-

one, and was unanimoufly applauded. " Laugh now," {aid

Poilhumus, the chief of the embalTy ;
" you fha'l weep

" hereafter. This habit Ihall be wafiied v.ith ftreams of
'* blood." The Romans declared war againft the inhabi-

tants of Tarentum. They called Pyrrhus to their alCii-

ance ; but Pyrrhus being forced to abandon Italy, the Ta-
rentines furrendered at difcretion. The Romans defpoiled

them of a confiderable part of their territory, obliged them
to deliver up their arms and their fliips, deftroyed the v/alis

of the city, and made it tributary. La Bleterfe,

f Let Julian fay what he will, I do not imagine that

the inhabitants of Tarentum were at all inferior to thofe
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you infuk your own princes, and, in particular,

deride their beards, and the devices of their coin *.

I congratulate you, raoft moden; citizens, fome for

indulging thefe fportive conceits, and others for

applauding and admiring them. Thofe, it is cer-

tain, are not more delighted with uttering, than

thefe are with hearing, fuch ribaldry. Such a

harmonious concurrence is wonderfully pleafing to

me, and happy is this one city in being aftuated

only by one mind.

To check and reftrain the petulance and licen-

tioufnefs of youth is by no means right or laudable.

For to deprive men of the power of faying and

doing whatever they pleafe is an offence againft

liberty of the deeped die. Thoroughly convinced

that you ought in all refpecls to be free, firft, you

allow your wives to be their own rulers, that they

may be as licentious as pollible ; and, next, you

devolve upon them the educaiion of your children,

left by our laying reftraints upon you, they alfo

fhould at length be enilivcd ; or, when they ad-

vance to maturity, they fliculd be taught to refpecl

their elders, and then by degrees fliould reverence

their princes ; and, lallly, fliould thus be claffed,

not among men, but fiavcsj and by becoming tem-

perate, juft, and honeft, Hiould be corrupted and

of Antioch. It is Wh\ of the former, that they had more

feaftf and public fellivals tiiaii there were clays in a ye^r.

La Bleterie.
* The inhabitaars of Antioch ritliculcd the marks of

idolatry that appeared en the toui? of Julian. 'ISId.

ruined.
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riiinctl. As to the women, they feduce their .

children to their religion by the charms of plea-

fure *, which is deemed the greatcfl good not only

by men, but brutes. In confequence of this, you

are moll happy when you renounce all fubjeflion;

firft, to the Gods, fecondly to the laws, and, laftly,

to us, the guardians of the laws. And if the

Gods thus connive at this licentious city, and take

no vengeance on its crimes, for us to be indignant

and enraged would be folly in the extreme.

Neither the Chi nor the Kappa, you fay, have

hurt your city. This enigma of your wifdom it

is difficult to underdand. But from fome inter-

preters, of 3'our city, I have learned, that thefe

letters are the initials of certain names, the one of

Conflantius, the other of Chrift
f. Allow m.e, on

this fubjeft, to deliver my fentiments with free-

dom. The only inftance, in which you v^'ere in-

jured by Conflantius, was his not putting me to

death when he made me Caviar. Would to heaven,

that you alone, of all the Romans, had many

Conftantii, or rather might experience the rapine

of his fiivourites ! As for him, he was my relation

* It is an acciifer who fpealis. However, it is eafy to

fuppofe, that, in the reign of" a prince fo eager, as fulian

was, to make profelytes, fathers and mothers were ex«

treinely indulgent to their cliildren, left they flioi:kl em-
hjace the religion of their fovereign. It is faid, that, among
the rnodern Greeks, the children of the lowed of the people,

tvhen they are ill-treated by their parents, threaten to turn

Turks, and fometimes keep their word. La Bleteeie,

f Xproc and Ki'»r«»^J3i.

and
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and friend; but after he converted his friendihip to

enmity, and the Gods had terminated our difpute by

gentle means *, I became a more fincere friend to

him than, before our rupture, he could have ex-

pelled. Why then (hould you think medifpleafed

with thofe who praife him ? On the contrary, I am

offended with thofe who difparage him.

But you love Chrifl:, and adore him as a tu-

telar deity, in the room of Jupiter, Daphn^an

Apollo, and Calliope, who has detected your irn-

poilure -f . . . . Did the Emefenians J fhew their

love of Chrifl by burning the fepulchres of the

Galileans ? But have I ever offended the Emefe-

nians ? On the contrary, whom have I not offended

of you ? Moft, if not all, of you, the fenatc, the

rich, the populace ? Or, rather, all the people,

being attached to impiety, are difpleafed with rae

* There was no blood (lied in the war. Conftantius

died of a fever, (fee p. 104, note.) while he was marching

againft Tulian. La Bleterie.
•)• Though neither the printed editions, nor the MSS.

take notice here of any chafm, the paffage feems to me
defe*SJve. I fufpeft that there were fome blafphemies here,

which the tranfcribers have retrenched. Ihid.

\ The inhabitants of Antioch placed to the accoimt of

the other people of Syria, and in particular of the city of

Emefa, the fongs and fatires which they compofed againll

the Emperor. But Julian was not duped by them : the other

cities of Syria teftified a zeal for Paganifm, which would

not admit a fufpicion that they wiflied to dilhonour the

teftoter of their religion. The inhabitants of Emefa had

fet fire to the churches built over the tombs of the martyrs,

and had fpared only the principal, v/hich they converted

into a temple yf Bacchus. Ibid,

for
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for adhering to the laws and ceremonies of my

ancedors ; the rich, becaufe I prevent their exafting

unreafonable prices ; and all on account of the

dancers and players, not becaufe I aboliih them,

but becaufe I resrard them no more than the frogs

of the lakes *. After having excited {r. much

hatred, may I not be allowed to accufe myfelf ?

The Roman Cato (what kind of beard he wore

I know not
-f-,

but of this I am certain) excelled

all who were moil renowned for temperance, mag-

nanimity, and, which is the greatefl: of all, bravery.

When, therefore, he vifited this populous, luxu-

rious, and wealthy city, feeing in the fuburbs the

young men under arms, and the raagiftrates in

their robes, he thought all this parade was ex-

hibited by your anceftors in compliment to hira;

and alighting immediately from his horfe :j:, he

battened forward, and blamed his friends, who had

entered the city before him, for apprifmg the

* A proverbial hyperbole, meaning that the bufinefs

is nothing to us §. And it is juitly alfo applied to

detraftors, when we mean to fay we hold their calumnies

in contempt. As though frogs croak continually, and bark

at the palTers-by, repeating incefTantly that odious ditty,

B^cXcxsKsl x.oa| >£o«|, yet no one is offended. Erasmus,

t Julian mufl furely have known that, in the time of

Cato of Utica, the Romans wore no beards. It may be
faid that he is forry that Cato had not one as long as his

own. La Bleterie.

J Plutarch fays, that " Cato was on foot, as was his

" ufual cuftom, and his friends, who accompanied him, en
*' horfeback. On this occafion, he made them difmount."

§ Rather that we totally difregard it ; as many do not regard

jvhat greatly concerns them ; and, on the contrary, pay great at-

tention to matters with which they have no concern. Stephens.

. Vol. 1. T citizens
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citizens of his approach, and perfuading them to

go and meet him. While Cato thus hefitated, and

feemed abalhed, the mafter of the ceremonies

coming up to him, faid, " Stranger, how far off

** is Demetrius ?" He was a freed-man of Pompey,

and Vv'as pofTeffed of much wealth. You will

afk me how much *, as I know nothing more

likely to excite your curiofity. For this I murt:

refer you to my author, Damophilus | of Bithynia,

who collected many fuch ftories from various

writers, which are very entertaining both to young

and old who have a tafte for fuch fuhjedts. For

old age feems to renew the curioHty of youth in

the moft incurious ; to which, I imagine, it is

owing, that both old and young are equally fond

of ftories. But to return. Would you know what

anfwer Cato gave ? Sufpe£l not that 1 traduce the

city. The ftory is not mine. If the name of a

certain native of Chceronea J has reached your

cars, of that vile feci, as it is called, of infolent

philofophers, into which I have not indeed yet

been admitted, though fuch is my folly, I have

* BiPiiop "Wnrburton, in a note on ver. 390, of Pope's

Epiilie to Arbuthnot, *' What fortune, pray," [had your

parents] where " his friend's perfonating the town, and
'* afluming its impertinent curiolity, gives great fpirit to

*' the ridicule of the quellion," quotes this paffage of Ju-
lian as " a parallel ftroke."

f Damophilus lived, it is faid, in the reign of Marcus
Aurelius. Julian gives us no high idea of this compiler,

and ridicules him by the way. La Bleterie,

I Every one knows that Plutarch was of Chseronea in

Boeotia. He relates this Itory in the Life of Fompey. Ihid,

He relates it alfo in the Life of Cato,

wifhed
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wiflied it ; he, I fay, relates that Cato made no

anfwer, but only exclaimed, like a madman, ** O
** mlferable city !" and departed,

Wonder not therefore at my behaving to you in

the fame manner, cfpecially as I am more favage,

and as much bolder and prouder, than Cato as the

Gauls arc than the Romans. He lived almoii

all his life in his native country. But I was

fcarce arrived at manhood when I was fenc

among the Gauls and Germans, and into thg

Hercynian forelt *
; and having fpent much time

there, fighting with favages, like a hunter chafing

wild beads, I contrafted fuch a difpofition as can-

not fawn nor flatter, but can live on terms of

fimplicity and equality with all men. As in the

days of ray early yoii^h I travelled through the

works of Plato and Ariftotle
-f-,

I had no talents

for this civil life, and no talle for pleafure« When
i became a man, and my own mafter, I lived among

the mod fierce and warlike nations, who had no

connexion with Venus, the Goddefs of love, but

in the way of marriage, and for the fake of an

off-fprlng; nor with Bacchus, the God of wine, but

for the fake of drinking as much as they could.

In their theatres, they have no obfcenity, no in?

folence, no lafcivious dances. It is faid, that not

long ago a certain Cappadocian fled thither from

hence. You know whom I mean j the fame vvhq

* See a Fragment on this foreft at the end of the epiftles^

iLjterally, '* my way lay through the difcourfes,'^ &c.

O
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was educated in your city by a goldfmith. He had

imbibed, I know not where, fome diflblute prin-

ciples, which, I know not how, he had reduced to

prad:ice *. Being introduced to one of their

kings
f,

remembering what he had feen here, he

firft entertained them with a number of dancers,

and afterwards with many other curiofities of this

city. At length, being in want of a cotyliO; t,

(with

* In the original, jota'lwv c^ra «at E^aSev, u; a oi8» o^iXetv ywai^if

fxeifocKtcig o'fTn^eipetv, tsK oioa, oTroaa, evoaoe c^eurai kxi '^^adxv. I have

fubflituted, with the French tranflator, more decent ge-

neral expreffionr,

f n«fx Tov cxeias pa.ui'Kia,, ad regent qui iUlc, Mufl we un-

derlland, by this, a Barbarian king, for inftance, the chief

of fome tribe of Franks, who, in the time of Magnentius,

fettled themfelves in a diftrict of Gaul ? Magnentius, who
derived his origin from the Franks, miglit have called fome

of them to his alTiitance. Belides, Conflantius had fcnt

word to the people beyond the Rhine, that they might

enter into the Gauls, and that he would cede to them all

the conquers that they migh" make there. The Barbarians

feconded his views too well. Julian had much diffculty

to make tl-.em repafs the Rhine. Perhaps too it may be

fuppofed (but this fenfe feems to me Isfs natural) that it

relates to one of the Emperors, or C^iars, who ref;d:d in

the Gauls before Julian. The name of ^aa-iXiv^ was given

to the Emperors and C^fars. It is fometimes given to

them even by Julian, notwithflanding his republican ideas.

La Bleterie.

;|: The word cotyUf.es occurs in no other paflage of Julian.

We are totally ignorant of what he means. However, as

Kolti^o; and Koiifhtt fignify a kind of cup, )CB)«;>.ir«:-, their de-

rivative, may fignify perhaps " a player with cups, or
*' a jugler." Seneca calls thefe goblets frajligia-

tor-um aceto.lula. It is remarkable that >.ox^.r, and acetabulum

have another meaning, which is common to them. They
both fignify the cavity of the os ifcbion^ in which the head

of the thigh is inferted. As acetabulum means *' a ^up to

*' play tricks," there is great probability that koIvAij is i fed

z ia
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(with this you are well acquainted both in word

and deed) he fent for one alfo from hence, fuch

was his attachment to ycur refpe(5lable way of life.

Though the Gauls were ftrangers to a cot\ lift, for

this was the firft time that any one had been feen at

c:^urt, yet, when the dancers exerted their fivill ia

the theatre, they deferred it, thinking thofe per-

formers fools or mad.

To me a theatre feems no lefs ridiculous. But

there, the few were derided by the many ; here,

I with the few am derided by you all. This,

however, does not offend me ; for it would be

unjufl: in me, after concurring with then:i, not to

bear with patience this treatment from you. I was

fo beloved by the Gauls^ for the fimilitude of my

manners, that they not only took up arms for me,

but alfo made me many prefents ; on my refufing

them, they frequently obliged me to accept them,

and in every thing readily obeyed me. From thence,

which was of the utraofi: importance, my name was

often tranfmitted to you with glory ; and all ex-

claimed, that I was brave, prudent, juft, equally

expert in peace as in war, mild, and courteous.

Of this the manner in which vou have treated

me has been quite ther everi'e. Firfl you fay, " I

** have fubverted the world *,*' In anfwer; I know

of

in the fame fenfe. I am indebted for this erudition to the

learned M. F:ilconet. La Bleterie.
* According "-o Socrates, (/, ill. r. 17.) the faying, that

' Julian had fubverted the w rid," was o.ving to a bull

and an altar appearing on nis coins. I. ^ etdU, M, Fleury,

T 3 and
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of linhing that I have fubverted, either by dc{ign

or inac'vertence. Next, that " my beard lliould

*' bs twifttd into ropes*" And, laflly, that " I

snd M. de Tillemont fuppofe, that Socrates fays, the bull

lay on his back. But the hiHorian fays no fuch thing We
Vnow of no medal of this prince on which is feen a bull

thro-An down, or even a bull with an altar. We are ac-

quainted with fome en which appears a bullilauding, above

which are two fears. At the feet of that animal is an eagle^

who holds a crown in his beak, and feems to prefent it to

the bull ; but there is no altar. Suppofing that Socrates is

not miftaken. he alludes to fome medal that is unknown to

us. A viftim, ready for facrifice, framped on the coins of

the Emperor, fhc.^ed that the empire had changed its re-

ligion ; snd th:.i is what the inhabitants of Antioch might

very well call the " fubverfion of the world." After all,

Julian, by his leftlefs and reforming genius, by the various

changes which he introduced, both in the ftate and religion,

fufficiently defervcd the above reproach, v/ithout its being

necellary to think that this reproach was relative to any

one of his coins. La "'leterie.

One medal of Julian with a bull and an eagle, and anothef

with a bull and two ftars, are defcribed by Occo. Among
the Imperial brafs coins belcnging to the librafy of Chrift-

Church, Canterbury, are three, which are fuppofed to

b-Julian's. One of them, which ftems to have his head, has

t is inicription, dn Constanti . , . .
" from which"

(fays the expofiror) " one would think this coin a Con-
*' ftantine ; but the head does not refemble either of the

** Conllaniines, and 1 do not find that Julian took the

** name of Cor-llantinus, or any name like it. His titles

*' were Flavius C^iaudiis Julianus. The re'-erfe is a war-
" liorcnibot, direfting his javelin againft a horfeman,
*' w th h.s hoiic falling to the ground, ^el. Temp. . . .

" Dufrefne defcribes this reverft- oti a coin of Julian, as

** doe-: alfo Occo, and I find no fuch of either of the Con-
*' fiantines. I fhould think Con flan ti , . . might poffibly be
*' filled up Ccnilantinopolis, but dn, Dominus nojlcry fhev^'s

** it to be the emperor's name, and not the city's."

Conftanti ... on this coin may perhaps mean Con-

fiantiu?, as a coin of his, dtfcribed by Occo, has the re-

vexfe here mentioned.
•* wage



THEMISOPOGON. 279

" wage war againft the Chi *, and thiu )'ou regret

" the Kappa f." I wifti that the guardian-gods of

this city would give you two fuch Kappas^ and thus

revenge your flanderoufly imputing the libels

againfl me to many of the neighbouring holy cities,

which agree with me in worfhipping the Gods

;

cities, which, I am certain, have more affedion for

me than for their own children, as thev imme-

diately iiflored the temples of the Gods, and, at

a fignal lately given by me, deflroyed all the

tombs of the atheius
J,

being fo ardent and zealous

to

* Chrifl. t ConfTantius.

t The cruelties, which were exercifed againfl the Chiif-

tians by thofe " holy cities," may be feen in the ecclefi-

aftical hiitory. At Heliopolis, a city fituated at the foot >

of Libanus, men were feen to gnaw the entrails of the

facred virgins, to tear out the liver of a deacon named
Cyril, and to eat it publickly. The inhabitants of Gaza
in Paleftine tore fome of the Chriftians to pieces, and com-
mitted the fame barbarities on the remains of their bodies

which in other places were pracfifed on the relics of the

martyrs. The like enormities happened at Arethufa, &c.

I know that Julian did not command thofe barbarities j but

he could not be ignorant of what the populace are capable.

When we loofen the reins, we are refponfible for their

fury. Julian fliould at lead have puniftied thefe exceffes,

inftead of apologiling for them. La Bleterie.

This imperfedt and relucftant confeffion may appear to

confirm the ecclefiaflical narratives, that in the cities of

Gaza, Afcalon, Ctiarea, Heliopolis, &c. the Pagans

abufed, without prudence or remorfe, the moment of their

profperity ; that the unhappy objefts of their cruelty

were releafed from torture only by death ; that, as their

mangled bodies were dragged through the llreets, they were

pierced (fuch was the univerlal rage) by the fpits of cooks,

and the diftatfs of enraged women ; and that .he entrails of

Chriftian prieft« and virgins, after they had been tailed

T 4 by
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to piinilh thcfe who had tranfgrefled againft; the

Gods, as even to exceed my \vi(hes.

As to you, many of you, whom my lenity has

fcarce been able to pacify, have overthrown the

altars larelv erefted. But after we had fent the dead

body * back from Daphne f, fome of you, who

worfhipped

by thofe bloody fanatics, were mixed with barley, and

contempiuoufly thrown to the unclean animals of the

city. Such fcenes of religious madnefs exhibit the moil

contemptible and odious picture of human nature.

GiBEON.
•* Of Babylas, a Chriftian bifliop of Antioch, men-

tioned in a former note, p. 247.

f At the diftance of five miles from Antioch the Mace-

donian kings of Syria had coniecrated to Apollo one of

the mod elegant places of devotion in the Pagan world.

A m.agnificent temple rofe in honour of the God of light,

and his coloffal figure almoll filled the capacious faniftuary,

which was enriched with gold and gems, and adorned by

the ikill of the Grecian artifts. The deity was repre-

fented in a bending attitude, with a golden cup in his hand,

pouring out a libation on the earth; as if he fupplicated

the venerable mother to give to his arms the cold and

beauteous Daphxe ; for the fpot was ennobled by fiftion ;

and the fancy of the Syrian poets had tranfported the

amorous tale from the banks of the Peneus to thole of the

Orontes. . . The temple and the village, infenhbly formed

by the perpetual reiort of pilgrims and fpe6tators, were

deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and cyprefles,

which reached as far as a circumference of ten miles, and

formed in the moil fultry fummers a cool and impenetrable

lliade. . . . The groves of Daphne continued for many
ages to enjoy the veneration of natives and ftrangers ; the

privileges of the holy ground v.ere enlarged by the numi-

ficence of fucceeding Emperors ; and every generation added

new ornaments to the fpleudor of the temple. Gibdon.
The whole of the garden at Roufliam [in Oxfordlhire]

laid out by Kent, for General Dormer, is as elegant and

antique,

}
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worfliipped the Gods, by way of expiation, gave

up the temple of the Daphncean God to others

who were enraged on account of the relics of the

dead. And thefe, by their negligence or conni-

vance, kindled thofe flames, and exhibited to

foreign nations a light moft horrid, but to your

citizens moft pleafing, and by the fenate hitherto

difregarded. The God indeed feems, in my opi-

nion, to have deferted the temple long before the

fire
'"'. This, at my firfl entrance, the ftatue de-

clared to me ; and I appeal to the great Sun, as a

witnefs of it againft unbelievers.

I muft now renr.ind you of another of my offen-

ces, and then, as I have done before, I will cen-

fure and condemn myfelf. In the tenth month f,

accord-

antique, as if the Errperor Juli.-n had felecled the moft

pleafing folitude about Daphne to enjoy a philofophic re-

tirement. Walpole.

* Ecclefiaftical critics, particularly thofe who love relics,

exult in this confeffion of Julian, and that of Libanius,

(Av?«/rt, p. 185.) that Apollo was diilurbed by the vicinity

crone dead man. Yet Ammianus (xxii. 12.) clears and

purifies the whole ground, according to the rites which the

Athenians formerly practifed in the ifle of Delos.

GiBEON.

t F. Petau thinks, that we fliould read '* the eleventh

•' month," and not " the tenth ;" fuppofing that the month
Plyperbereteus was the firfl of the Macedonian year. But

Suidas and Zenobius, from a Macedonian proverb, inform us,

that this month was the lafl; and c^nfequently the month
Dius was the firlt. The following is the order in which the

phyfician JEtius, and all the ephp.m.erifls, place the Mace-
donian months. I will annex the Roman 'nonths to which

.they anfwer in the Syrian year, which the eccleliaflical writers

have
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according to your reckoning, (you call it, I think,

Lous), is the ancient feftival of this God, when

great crowds ufed to aflemble at Daphne. I there-

fore haftened thither from the temple of Jupiter

Caflius *, expecting to fee a profufion of wealth

and

have adopted ; but, as I have faid before, it was not per-

haps that of Antioch :

1 Diusy November. 7 A'-temiJius, May.
2 Appellceusy December. 8 DccJiuSy Jnne.

3 Audinceusy January. 9 Fanemus^
J'^^'y*

4 Perittiusy February. 10 Lhis, Augufl.

5 DyJlruSy March. 11 Gorpiwus, September.

6 XanthicuSyh^xW, 12 Hjyrberetceus^ OCtoher.

La Bleterie.

* Jupiter was called Cafius, or Caitius, from a very high

hill of that name in Syria, which bounds Antioch to the

fouth, about fifteen miles diftant. This was a day's jour-

ney ; but Julian performed it feveral times during his

relidence in that city. Nothing was difficult to him

when it was to vifit a place revered by the Pagans, One day,

while he was facrificing there, he faw at his feet a man
prollrate on the ground, who humbly intreated him to

geant him his life. He afked who he was. '* Theodotus,"

he was anfwered, " formerly chief of the council of

*' Hierapolis, who, when he conduced Conftantius back,

*' then preparing to attack you, complimented him be-

*' fore-hand on his viftory, and with lighs and tears

*' coniu'red him to fend immediately to Hierapolis the

*' head of that rebellious, that ungrateful wretch ; thus

" he ftyled you." * I have heard this long ago,' faid the

Emperor, * and I have heard it from more than one.' Then

addreffing himfelf to Theodotus, who was half-dead with

fear, he added, ' Return home in fafety, and difmifs ali

* apprehenfions. You live under a prince, who, accord-

* ino- to the maxim of a great philofopher, ftudioufly en-

* deavours to diminifli the number of his enemies, and to

* increafe that of his friends.' Ibid.

Trajan,
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and fplendor. Already I feigned to myfelf, and

favv there, as in a dream, the folemn pomp, the

viciirns, the libation?;, the dances, the incenfe, and

the boys, with minds pr"perly difpofed to the God,

arrayed in white and elegant garments. But when

I entered the temple, I found there neither incenfe,

nor cake, nor vidim. This much furprifed me,

and 1 concluded that you were waiting without the

gate, by way of refpc^V, for a fignal from me as

fovereign Pontiff *. I therefore aflied the prieft

what offering the city intended to make on that

folemn anniverfary ? He replied, ** I have brought

" the God a facred goofe from my own houfe,

** but the city has provided nothing." Odious as

I am apt to render myfelf, I expoftulated, on this

occafion, with the fcnate in fevere terms, which

it may not be unfeafonable here to repeat

:

•' Shameful," faid I, " it is, that fo great a city

" fhould contemn the Gods more than any village in

" the remoreH: parts of Pontus, and though poffef-

** fed of a territory fo extcnfive, on the late annual

*' feftival of your tutelar Deity, the firfl fince the

Trajan, in his progrefs againft the Parthians, made aa
offering to Jupiter Calius ; on which account his temple is

reprefented on feveral of his coins, and thofe of other

emperors afterw-ards. He is fuppofed to be the fame with

the God Terminus among the Romans. Bowyer,
Others derive this name of Jupiter from a hill in Pa-

lefline near ^gypt, where that God had a temple, and

Pompey a tomb. See Luc. vii. 451. and Plin. v. 12.

* Julian difcovers his own charafter with that naivete^

that unconfcious fimplicity, which always conflitutes true

humour. Gibbon,

6 " Gods
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** Gods difpelled the cloud of iiTipiety, fhould not

*' have brought him even a fingle bird, when
*.' every tribe ought to have facrificed an ox ! Or,

*' if that had been too expenfive, the whole city

*' might have joined to have offered him a bull.

" None of you fcruple being profafe of expence

" on your private entertainments, and many of

*' you, [ knovVj lavifh large fums on the feftival of

*' theMaiuma * ; but none, either as individuals or a

*' community,

* I knou' not whether we muft believe, on the authority

of Suidas and of fome comments, that the Maiuma was

originally a Roman feftival. Suidas fays, that in the

month of May, the magiHrates of Rome, followed, no

doubt, by all ihe people, went to celebrate it at Ollia, and

that, amidft diverhons and licentioufnefs, the\ pufhed one

another into the fea. Eat we find in no other author

that this feftivity was ever celebrated in Italy, or in any

other part of the Weft. It even feems to have been peculiar

to the Orientals, and particularly to the Syrians. As
places where there was much water v\ere chol'en for its

celebration, fuch as the fuburb of Daphne near Antioch,

and we know not that it was celebrated in the month of

May, it is more probable to fuppofe that it was called

Maiuma^ becaufe that word in Syriac lignifics " waters."

All that is known of this feihval is, that it lafted feven

days, and that it " was the elTence of it not to abftain

" from any kind of infamy." This is the exprelTion of

Libanius, who, a thorough Pagan as he is, often mentions

it with horror. Godefroy thinks that the infamous fpec-

tacle againft which St. John Chryfoftom inveighs with fo

much zeal mull: refer to the Maiuma. In the middle of an

amphitheatre, in a refcrvoir filled with water, the common
Momen fwam and gambolled in the fight of the whole city.

If Godefroy be not miilrken, as we alfo know that the city

or Maiuma in Paleliine, fituated on the fea-fliore, was par-

ticularly devoted to the worfliip of Venus, I fljould fuf-

ped that the feftival of the Maiuma had originally for its

objeft
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** communitjs facrifice for their private or the

" public fafety. The priefl: aione has facrificed,

" who, in my opinion^ ought rather to have car-

**
ried home fome part of your offerings. For

•' the Gods rec]uire the prieils to honour them
*• only by their probity, and attention to virtue,

*' and their decent minillration of die facred duties;

" but the city, I think, ftiould facrifice both in

*' public and private. Inftead of this, all of you
*'

fuffer your wives to fquander your fubdance 011

" the Galileans, who, by feeding ihc indigent at

object the celebration of the birth of that Goddefs, who,
according to the fable, fprung from the waves. But it ap-

pears that, in the time of Julian, thcMa'iunia was no longer

confidered as part of t!ie religious worlliip of the Pagans,

However, it is no lefs ftrange to fee the Chriftians of

Antioch partake of this fcandalous feftivity. Biit, as M.
de Tillemont fays, " a great nation is often more zealous
' to defend the name of Chrifcianity than to j>ra6tife its-

" morality." " A wife prince," fays Libanius, (he i;

fuppofed to mean Conftantius) " had fupprelTed the feliiva"

*' of the Maiuma." But it was tolerated in the reigns of

Julian and Valens, and till the lail years of Theodo-
fius I. who forbade it fome time before his death, Ar-
cadius, in 396, allowed it to be celebrated on conditica

that nothing fhouid be done there contrary to decency.

dementia nojira placuit^ zz/Maiumae, pro'vincialihuslcstitia red-

derctur ; ita tamen ut Jervetur honejias, ct ijerecundia cajlh

msribus ferfe'veret. But as it was impollible to exaft this, the

fame emperor forbade it three years after. Ludicras artes

concedimus agitari^ ne ex jiimid hayum rejlri£ii07ie trlftitia ge-

neretur. lllud 'verb quod Jihi nomen proca.x licentia vindi-

f^wV, Maiumam fcedum atque indecorum fpeclaculum, ^/fai--

gamus.yix, Ccd. Theod. tit.\i. de 3/Ltiuma. Some remains

of this feftival were found ueverthelefs at Conftantinople in

the ixth century, in the reign oi Leon the fon of Con-
HL'tine Copronymus. La Bj.t. terie.

•* vour
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" your cxpence, exhibit a wonderful proof of

*' impiety to tlieir poor, who feem to abound
*' every where. But you, though you contemn

" the worfhip of the Gods, think yourfelves blame-

" lefs. No one fupplies the altar with neceffaries,

•* not being able, I fuppofe, to defray the expence.

** Yet when any one of you celebrates his birth-

** day, he provides a fuitable entertainment, and

•* magnificently treats his friends. While on a

*' folemn feftival no one brings the God a libation,

' nor a vidim, nor even oil for his lamp, nor

*• incenfe. In what manner this may appear to

*' any good man among you, I know not ; but

" that it cannot pleafe the God, I am certain."

Such, I remember, were my expoilulations, and

thefe the God, by his teflimony, approved -, which

I wifh he had not, but, inflead of deferiing the

fuburb in which he had fo long refided, had in

the late temped turned the hearts, and opened the

hafids, of the magiflrates *. But I vyas fo abfurd
i

as

* In the original, rtiv xfolavlwy. Who thefe xgalyvlfj are is

not fufficiently clear to rne ; unlefs he means the guardian

genii of the place [Daphne] whofe attention and power

were bafBed by a divine interpolition, which, in order to

avenge the people of Antioch, occafioned that conflagra-

tion. Petau.

The following Is the manner in which the whole pafi'agc

ought, 1 think, to be tranflated, by repeating a negation

that occurs a little before. ^' In that horrible event,

* Apollo would not have diverted the attention of the tutelar

** gepij pf i\\i^ nlaee j he woul(J have flopped the hands of
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as to be angry with you, when I ought rather to

have been filent, like many who entered the

temple with me, and to have made no inquifitive

enquiries nor reproaches. But fuch was my pre-

cipitation, and fo ridiculous my flattery, (for it

cannot be fuppofed that the fpeech which I ad-

dreffed to you was dictated by friendfhip, but by

a vain-glorious 'affeflation of reverence to the

Gods, and of a fincere regard for you, which of

*' the incendiaries." For my part, I am convinced that

xfolavli? fignifies here '* the people in power, the magiftrates,"

and if I thought, that, by *' the ftorm," we fhould under-

iland •• the burning of the temple of Apollo," I would

tranflate it " he would not have diverted the attention of
" the magiftrates." But I think it more natural to under-

ftand by this *' ftorm," or *' agitation," ii- £XRr>) t»i ^aAjj, the

commotions and diforders that happened at Antioch on ac-

count of the fcarcity which Julian mentions in the fequel.

The avarice of the magiftrates, and the mofl powerful per*

fons of the city, was the caufe of that Icarcity, Thus
Julian would fay, that Apollo, if he had flill been in his

temple, would have prevented or flopped the diforders,

by touching the hearts of thofe rich mifers, by forcing them
to open their hands to diftribute the corn which they locked

up in their granaries. This is the explanation which I

have adopted. I will not venture, however, to affirm that

it is the true one. La Bleterie.

I adopt the fame explanation, though I choofe to tranf-

late the words literally. M. de la Bleterie renders them,
** In the commotions by which it has lately been agitated,

*' he would have forced the magiftrates to open their

•' granaries, he would have infpired them with fentiments
' more humane." TpsiJ/aj aXXaxou td» ^««»o»ay feems very

analogous to our fcripture exprellion, 0? a7roKa1«r»icr« xufhcttf

y., T. ^. h Jhall turn the hearty Sic, Mai, v, 6,

all
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all flatteries is the moft: ridiculous,) that I raflily

inveighed againft you.

Juftly therefore you now repay me for thofe

invectives, though not in the fame place. For I

reproached you before the God, at the altar, at

the feet of the ftatue, and in the prefence of

few •, but you are thus farcaflic en me in the

public markets, before all the people, and by the

mouths of fome of your worthy fellow-citizens.

For, t)e affured, all who fpeak have a communi-

cation with their hearers ; but he who eagerly

Ihlens to calumnies enjoys equal pleafure^ with

more fafety, and is no lefs culpable than he who

utters them.

; Thus the whole city hears your lampoons on

this unfortunate beard, and on its wearer, who

.has neyer fliewn, nor will ever (hew you, v/hat

you call a good example. For he will not lead

fuch a life as you lead yourfelves, and as you ex-

pe£i: your princes fhould lead. As to the afper-

fions which you have both privately and publickly

thrown upon me in fcurr ileus anapasflic verfes, I

alfo condemn myfelf, and very readily allow you

ilill farther liberty. I will never expofe you, on

that account, to the danger of death, firipes, bonds,

imprifonment, or to any other punifliment. What
purpofe would that anfwer? But as the temperate

life which I here lead with my friends feems to

you defpieable and loathfome, and exhibits a fight

by no means agreeable, I have determined to re-

move

I
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move and quit your city *, net from a perfuafion

that mv perfon and manners will be more acceptable

wiierc I am going, but becaufe I think it expedient,

fbouL! I fail of being thought good and virtuous, to

give others fome (hare of my difagreeablenefs, and

ho longer todifgiifl thi^ happy city with the flenchj

as it were, of ray moderation, 2nd of the tem- v

perance of my friends. For none of us \ ave pur-

chafed fo rhuch as a field or a garden here, or have

married, or given in marri:?ge, or have been en-

fchanted with any of your amufemcntsj nor have v/c

coveted the AITyrian wealth, nor been lavifh of our

patronages -|- ; nor have we fuffered any of the

magiurates to fhare with us the dominion over you ;

nor have we allured the people by the ruinous

feflivity of banquets or plays. On the contrary,

'.ve have made them lb voluptuous, that, free fronj

any apprehenfions of indigence, they have com-

pofed anapasfts on thofe to whom they are in-

debted for fo much affluence. No gold have we

exacted, no filver have we demanded, nor have we

* Julian had refolved to return after the Perfian cam*

paign, and to pals the winter at Tarfiis in CiHcia. <

La Bleterie,

This not beirfg permitted, he orderSd his corpfe to be

intcrredi there, in thefuburbs.

•f
Ovo" £y«^au£9a Taj 7rjor«c"t2c. In the Latin, l^eque pra-

feciuras depajiifumus. Rather, l^enue patroclnia dijirlbuimus.

For he means the guardianfhip and proteftion of certain

orders, and bodies, or the negotiation of bufinefs with the

Emperor, the foliciting which- was very lucrative to the

great. Petau,

Vol, L TJ increafed
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increafed the taxes ; but, befides the arrears now

due, we have remitted to all a fifth of what they

ufed to pay.

Not contented with being regular myfelf, I have

alfo, (by Jupiter and all the Cods, I am firmly

perfuaded) a raofl temperate udier *;> who has

been much cenfured, however, by you, becaufe

though old, and rather bald on the fore part of

his head, yet fuch is his perverfenefs, that he

is not afhamed to wear his hair on the back part,

like the Abantes -f of Homer. Two or three more,

in no rcfpe^ his inferiors, 1 may fay four, i have alfo

at my houfe; and if you defire eVen a fifth, fuch

Vvas my maternal uncle and namcfake ^., who go-

verned

* T know not whom Jiilinn here frt^aiis. La Bleterie.
'EiTa.yyB?.sv;. One who introduces perfons to a king or

prince. Robertson.
This nnfwers to the Englifh word and place of gentle-

ma'n-iiflier, or mafterof the ceremonies.

•f Among the Greeks who went to the fiege of Troy,-

Homer reckons the Abantes, to whom he gives the epithet

of oviBit KViJ.ouslic, retro comatl, becaufe t'hcy threw their hail

back. La Bleterie.
Down thei'r broad flioulders flows a length of hair. Pope.

X Julian, Count of the Eaft, brother to Bafi-lina. After

the profanation and dellrucftion of Daphne, (fee p. 248.)

being ordered by the Emperor to fhufup the cathedral of

Antioch, then poflefled by the Arinns, his zeal induced

hini- to e-xceed his- commillioii by fliutting up all the other

churches, and even by beheading a prefoyter, named Theo-

d(n"et. For this rafli a£l beings reprimanded by his nephew,

he was feizeci, a few days after, with an inveterate ulcer,

of v\hich he languiflied two months, and then died. " His
*' fcafonabic death," fays Mr. Gibbon, " is relateil witix

" much
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ytrnecl you with the flrifteft jufticcj as iong as the

Gods allowed him to continue and co-operate

v.'ith us, though he did not manage the affairs of the

city with the utmoil: prudence. For thofe governors

who rule with mildnefs and moderation feem to me

highly laudable, and this, I hoped, would have

atoned for my want of beauty. But fmce the

length of my beard, the negligence of my hairj

my diflike to the theatres, my gravity in the

temples, and, above all, my adherence to equity

in the courts of jaTilce, and my earnefl endeavours

to banifh extortion have given you fuch of-

fence, I fhall with pleafure leave your city. If I

were to attempt to alter my conduct, I {hould pro-

bably exemplify the old fable of the kite. For the

kite, it is fald, having originally a voice like

other birds, was defirous to neigh like a high-bred

horfe ; but not being able to attain the one, and

lofing the other, he was afterwards deprived of both,

and in voice became ir.ferior to them all. In like

manner, I am very apprehenfive of being neither

ruftic nor polite. For, as you yourfelves perceive^

1 am now, by the will of the Gods, on the verge of

that age, when, according to the Teian poet,

Grey hairs will mingle with the black *,

But

«* much fuperftitious complacency by the Abbe de la Ble-

*' terie." To the above-mentioned indifcretion of his uncle

the Emperor probably here aihides. See Epiftle xiii.

which is addrelled to this Count Julian.

The poems of Anacreon, now preferved, are faid to have

been firlt difcovered by Henry Stephens j but where or ho^v

U z is
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But fell me now, I conjure you, by the im-

mortal Gods, and by Jupiter, the guardian of your

city, what has occafioned this ingratitude ? Has

any private o^ public offence of mine fo provoked J

you, that, not being able openly to revenge it,

-^ you lampoon me in the forum, in anap^flic verfes,

as the comic poets treat and reprefent Hercules

and Bacchus * ? Is it becaufe, though I have

abftained from injuring you by my deeds, 1 have

offended you by words, thatyoU take your revenge

in the fame manner? Can this have occafioned

your enmity and refentment I But certain 1 amy

that nothing injurious, nothing offenfive, has been

done, nor any thing reproachful faid, by me, either

h fcarce known. His firft edition of them^ which wag

publiflied at Paris in 1544, w'as deemed a happy dilcovery

by fome of the learned, an-d fnipc6ted by others. Stephens,

falling into a ki'nd of diilraftion in the latter part of his

life, lufFered his two MSS. which he had carefully collated,

to perifli, without communicating them even to Cafaubon,

his fon-in-law. This we learn from M. de la Monnoie in

Eayle's article Anacreon, And M. de Pauw, who publiflied

an edition of that poet at Utrecht in 1732, in 4to, is

fuMy perfuaded that the odes were compofed by different

authors ; and, befixles, doubts whether Anacreon was really

the author of any fingle ode in the whole colleftion. Julian

has quoted from him one paflage (as above), and refers to

another in his xviiith Epiftle. But neither of them are

lo be found in Stephens's edition.

^ We need only open Ariftophanes, and caft an eye, in

particular, on his comedies of The Frogs and The Birds,

to be convinced of the licentioufnefs with which the Greek

poets treated the Gods. The moft abufed, and thofc

whom they reprefented in the moft ridiculous charaders,

were Bacchus and Hercules,' La Bleterie,

privately
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privately againft individuals, or publicly againft

the community. I have even beftowed commen-

daiions, whenever I thought them dqe ; and I have,

in foire rerpe£ls, been ferviceable to you, as hc-

came one who was defirous of being, tg the ut-

moft of his power, a general benefaflor. It was

impofTible, you may be affured, that all the taxes

(hould be remitted to thofe who pay them, and

that by thofe vyho ufed to receive them all fhould

be returned. As therefore it appears that I haye

not diminifhed the public largefles, whiph ufed to

be defrayed at the Imperial expence, though I

have remitted you feveral taxes, does :iot this feem

myfterious r But it is more proper for me to be filent

as to what I have dope fqr all the citizens in

general, that I may not feem ftudioufiy to publifh

my own panegyric, after declaring that I would

pompofe a bitter fatire on myfelf^ The inftances

of my rafhnefs and imprudence towards you, though

they ought not to have incurred your difpleafure,

it is, I think, incumbent on me to mention, as.

they are really difgraccful to me, and being more

true, and relating whojly to my mind, are much

more important than my perfonal defers, I meaa

the roughnefs of m.y vifage, and my unpoliteuefs *.

* Kas T«j ava^fcJic-;afj. Veneris odium in the Latin tranfla-

tion, not properly. To cuatp^ohlov is oppofed to ivxtp^o^Po*.

But this means " agreeable and elegant." That therefore

i^s
" difagreeable and inelegant j" and «m?»goJ»o-i« " rufticity,

K^ unpolitenefs." Petau.

U
3

And,

293
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And, firft, I highly extolled yon, before I v.'as

acquainted v/ith }'ou, or was lapprired on what

terms we fhould be, on this ccrifidcration onl}', that

3'ou were defcer.ded from the Greeks, as I, though

by birth aThracian, am in manners and difpolition

a Greek. I prefumed, therefore, that we fhould

have a mutual regard for 'each other. In this one

inftance I judged rafhly. Afterwards, though you

were the laft who fent ambalTadors to me, not ex-

cepting the Alexandrians, who are fo remote as

jEgypt, yet I remitted you much gold and filver,

and rtiany taxes, in particular, more than to any

other city. I alfo augmented the number of your

ienators * to two hundred, and I exenipted none f

,

my

* Zofimus, /. III. " The Emp.eror, indulging the city, as

" was juft, and granting it a large number of feriators who
*' were delcended from parents of that rank, v/howere born
** of the daughters of fenators, (which, we know, was al-

** lowed to few cities.)" B'Jt this was t^ot fo agreeable and

hono\irable to thcfe who were enrolled as to the city itfelf.

For it was rather burthenforae to be returned to the fenate,

?,nd generally declined on account of the weight of afielT-

ments. Therelore, loon after, he fays, he enrolled thofe

two hundred in the fenate, " fparing no one," ^«o-«/x6Vfj

v^erog. For the more powerful and opulent thought it, as

has been obierved, a burthen j and therefore they were to

be compelled. 3iJ.

f Every city had a fenate, which was called in Latin

Curiay the name of Se?iatus b.ing ufually appropriated to

the fenates of Rome and Conftantinople. Two annual

magiftrates, named Duumnuri, were at the head of that

aiTembly, whofe members bore the name of Curialcs or De'

curioHcs. The decurions, among other burthenfome fuhc-

;ions, were charged with cc|lle£ting the taxes in the di(lri<ft

9i



THE M I S O P O G O N.

IT!)' view being to incrcafe and aggrandife your city,

i allowed you therefore to choole iliem from

among the richeft of my treafurers *, and the

officers of the mint. You did not, ho'.vev.T, mrj^e

.choice of t!;ofe who were beft qualified, but, v/hen

an opportunity offered, your conducl wiis that c;f an

ill-governed ciry, and not unlike yourfclyes- Shall

i remind you of one inflance ? Having nominated

a certain fenator, before he was enrolled on the

liH:, and while the p"ocefs of his eleftion was yet

depending, you dragged him from the f'rreets into

the fenate^ indigent as he was, a'ld thus adraiiccU

into your fcciety one of the loweft of the people,

p^ thofe who are every where elle difregarded, bi:t

whoixi vQu chofe to purchafe at any price |.
^ Such

is

jdF their city, and with mr.king good the payments, indi-

viduals therefore avoided thole places as much as they

could. But it was equally the intereil: ot the empire, and

of the cities, to have the cnri^; numerous and filled ivith 're-

fponfible perfons. Curialesfer-vos ejfe reipublica, ac 'vifcera civi-

tatuvi^ niillus ignorat, quormn ccetutn rcBe appella-vit anfiij/iitas

7ninorc/>i Seuaiuni^ fays the Emperor Majcrian. Ko'vell, Jheod,

l. IV. tit. I. Julian therefore ga\'e a proof of his zeal for the

public good, and of his affection for the city of Anrioch, by-

allowing it to augment the number of its fenators, and to

choole them from among the officers of the limperor, who
pretended that they were exempted. La iiLEXERir.

* Atto 7tj)i i-:7kr^omv(7B(.P:u}-j raj Sjicratfyj. He means the Prs-

feds and Counts of the treafuries, of whoai the Nt-'itia

treats ; who were under the diredtion of the Counts of Uti

iacred larfjeffes. Tiius ei f^ya^-aftjvct to >s^i3-/-.54 are the

officers of the mint. Petau.

t Martinius and Spanheim confider this as two inftances

qi popular licentiouincfs ; the one, that of a man, who
U 4 was

=95
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is your diicernmenr. Many of your elections have

been equally irregular, bur, as I cannot connive

at them all, the remembrance of my pad favours

is loft; and for the refufal of what juftice would

not allow me to grant, you are inccnfed againd

me. But thefe were of little imporrance. and by

no means fufficient to irritate tlie whole city. What

follo\ys \yas my chief offence, and gave the greatef]:

provocation *.

When I firlt came hither, the people, opprelTed

by the rich, began with exclaiming in the theatre,

*' There is plenty of all things, yet all things are

" extravagantly dear." Next day I difcourfed

with your magifrratcs, and endeavoured to con-

vince them of the propriety of fpurning unjufc

was enrolled into the fenate, while he had a fuit depend-

ing, whofe iffue ought to have been expected ; the other,

that of a poor man, taken from the dregs of the people.

Their mlftake feems to arife from the words {j-inufH r«{ iJtxt;?

effn<:, which they apply to a law-fuit, arid .-xxop, which, as

uiually printed, begins the next fentence. But the former

words may ss well refer to the proccfs of the fenatorial

election yet undetermined, and accordingly M. de la Ble-

terie tranflates them, lorf^iuc le procts, dont fa tioniinatioti

futfuivic^ ctoit encore pendant . And for A?iXo> (** Another
** man") I would fubftitute aV-.» or axx' (" but"), and

clofc the former paragraph with a comma only, or femir

colon. That Julian meant to produce no more than a

lingle inftance appears from his introdu!'T:Qry words, BaAfc7Si

iiro; vMOf-: vx-.yi-inT'ji ;
* Will you allow me to remind you of

one of them ?''

* Julian proceeds to make his apology on account of the

k;nd of famine which Antioch fuiTered", while he relided

there. Let him fay what he will, the conduft, which he

then purlued, does lefs honour to his prudence than to his

fililintercHednefs and good intentions. La BLtTERiu.

gain.
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gain, and of obliging their fellow-citizens and

foreigners. They promifed to attend to what I

faid ; but after waiting with confidence for three

months, fuch was their negligence that I dcfpaired

of any good effei^t. Finding therefore that the

j^opular clamour was juft and reafonable, and that

the markets were flraitened not by dearth, but by

the avarice of the rich, I fixed a moderate price

pn every corcriJodity, of which I ordered public

notice to be givep. And as there was great plenty

of wine, oil, and all other provifions, except

wheat, whofe fcarcity was owing to the drought

of the preceding year, I determined to fupply

{hat'deficiency from Chalcis, Hierapolis, and other

neighbouring cities. From them I imported for

your ufe four hundred thouiand mealures ; and

when they were confumed, i brc^u^^ht from my own

houfe, and gave to the city, firll, five thoufand,

then feven thoufand, and now, laltly, teti thoufand

tnodti, as you (iyle thti;n, ail which wheat was fent

me from jSi.ypt, for my own conlumjition, and

fifteen meafures I ordered to be fold at the lame

price that ufed formerly to be given for ten ''-. If ten

meafures

* With a falutary view, the Emperor ventured on a

very d;ingerous and doubtful ftep, ot" fixing, by legal au-

thority, rhe value of rorn. . . . Tlie confequcnces riiight

have been forefeen, and were foon felt. The Imperial

wheaf was purcaled by the rich merchants ; the proprietors

of land, or of corn, with-held from thie city the accuf-

tomed fupply ; and the fmall quantities that appeared irt

'she market v;ere fecretly fold at an advanced and illegal

41 rice*
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ftieafures cofl you nii aureus'-- in fummer, whatcouii

^e expedled, when, as the Bceotian poet lays^

cruel famine rages in the houie + ?

Would you not have accepted five meafurcs +,

^r lefs, in fuch a fevere winter as followed ?

Wliy then did your rich merchants clandeftinely

fell their {landing corn for more, and thus t<)ke

advantage of the public difirers ? Kotwithftanding

thisj befides the citizens §, niimbers alfo from the

country

pnce. Julian iTiJi continued to applaud his cwn policy,

Jreated the complaints of the people as a v.un and ungrate-

ful murmur, and convinced Antioch, that he had inherited

|he pbftifiacy, tticugh not the crucltv, oi' his brother

Gallus. The ignorance of the moil: enlightened princes

piay claim fome excule ; but we cannot be fatisfied with

Julian's own defence [as above], or the elaborate apology of

5-ibanius, Q/cii. Parent, c. xcvii. p. c,2i. Gibbon.
'•"^ From Ivlr. Greayes's elements, in his excellent dilV

courfe on the (knarius, we may fix the currency of the

fureus at fomewhat mor,e than eleven fliillings. Ibid,

*' If I have fearched wel!,"^'(as M. de la Bleterie fays of

another paiTage), thefe words are not to be found in any

pf the works of Pindar th^al have bcicn tranfmitted to us.

i Julian flates three different proportions of five, ten,

or fifteen modi: oi wheat, for one piece of gold, according

JO the ciegrees ofplenry and fcarcity. From this fact,

and from fome collateral examples, I conclude, that, u.nder

the fucceflbrs of Conflantine, the moderate pri^e of wbeat

•\vas about thirty-two fliillings the Englilh quarter, v.hlcl;

js equal to the average price of the lixty-four firft years of

the prefent century. Gir, box.

§ Kat «% « Tc?.K /^o>oy. Something, I think, is wanting

here. For the fentence feems abrupt, and rather incom-

plete. Underftand it thus. Julian made the. price of corn

pnly, and the making of bread, cheap ; that is, he fol4

jiftecn ::nodIi of corn for one foUdus, But the Antiochians,

befidfS
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country came hither in crowds to purchafe bread,

the cnly commodity that is plentiful and cheap.

But which of you remembers, even in the mod

favourable feafons, fifteen meafures of corn fold fo

cheap as for one aiireus? I was therefore hated by

you becaufe I would not fuffer wine, vegetables,

and fruit to be fold at an exorbitant price, nor ^

corn, which the rich had hoarded in their granaries,

to be immediately converted by them into gold and

filver. They infamoufly fold it to foreigners, and,

in confequence, expofed you to famine,

that cruel fcourge of mortals, *

as it is ilyled by a God, who feverely reprobates

fuch tranfgrefTors. Thus, by my attention, the

befides corn, wifned to have plenty alfo of wine, vegetables,

and fruit. Compare this with another paflage (p. 258.)

where he menrions their complaints againll: hioi for occa-

fioning a plenty of brep.d only, and not alfo of wine, fiHi,

and poultry. But here, he fays, he was reproached for

not faffering garden -ftiiff and fruit aTroJiJoo-ya* %j'^Ta, " tn

*' be fold for gold." Where x?^''^^-) that is " gold,"

hot x?f5-»?, " a piece of gold fo called," I fuppofe to be

meant. For when the common people had hitherto pur-

chafed from the rich, at an extravagant price, not only

corn but wine, and other articles lefs neceffary to fubfiflence

than corn, Julian, by fupplying the people with plenty of

corn alone, in this particular alleviated their wants. But

when by his edift he had lowered the prices of meat, wine,

and other things, they were no longer pnblickly fold by the

rich; which not being regarded by the Emperor occafioned

the popular complaints. Petals
* Aipov «.Xoiw,g« B^oleiuv. This is the conchifion of an

heroic verfe, though not fo diftinguiflied in the editions. I

fuppofe it to be taken from one of the Didymsean oracles

(fo called) from which Julian has given another quotation in

his Duties of a PiieU, p. 130, and in his i-iiiid Epiftie.

city
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city abounded in bread, but in nothing elfe. Sucl^

condu£l, I was well aware, would not be generally

plealing* but this gave me no concern, as I thought

it my duty to relieve an oppreiTed people, and alfo

the foreigners who accompanied rne hither, and

the of|icers who attended rae. Eut iince they are

now departed, and the whole city has combine4

againfl me, being hated by fome, and frqm otherss

\vhom I have fiipported, having no return but in-

gratitude, relying qn divine Nemefis, I will rerTioves

to another nation, another city, \yithout reminding

you of your a6b of judice on youpfelves nine years

^go *, when the populace, with furious clamours,

fet fire to the houfes of the magiftrares, and maf-

facred the governor ; and, in return, were punidicd

\)y a refentment jufl: in the motiye, but vigorous ii^

the execution
-f.

* In 354, when Gallus fet out for HierapoHs, the people

pf Antioch begged him to order an importation of corn.

Gallus contented himfelf with replying, that '* he left them
^' Theophilus, governor of Syria, who very well knew
*•' how to procure it for them." The people, remembering,

thefe words, made Theophilus refponfible for the dearth.

On account of a quarrel that happened at the games of the

Circus, they attacked and murdered the governor, and di-

verted themfelves with dragging his body through the

:^reets. Eubulus, one qf the principal perfons of the city,

a^d his fon, Uarrowly efcaped the fame treatment. But the

people fet fire to their houfe. Condaptius fent Strategiu^

to punifh the rioters. Julian hints that it was at the defire

9.f the magiftrates. La Bleterie.

^ Libanius, however, in his oration on this fedition,

R)uch apphuds the clemency of Conilantius.

In
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In fliort, what part of my condu^l has given

you fo much ofl^ence ? Is it my fupporting you,

from my own houfe, at an expence which no other

city has feen equalled ? Is it my augmenting the*

number of your fenators ? Is it my pardoning

the frauds -which I have detected ? Led this fliould

be deemed a rhetorical f:6tion, let me fpecify one

or two. Three thoufand lots of land, you faid^

\vere vacant '*, and defired the gfant of them j but

when they were granted, the rich alone divided

them. This, on errquiry, being clearly proved, t

took theiii from thofeun^uil DofielTors, and making

no fcrutiny into the foi'mef exemption of thofe

who had no right to ir, applied them to the prin^

cipal expences of the city. Thus thofe of yod

who annually breed horfes have about three thou-

fand exempt portions, owing partly to the pru^

dence and good management of m.y uncle and

namefake -j^, and partly to my generofity, whoj

for thus punifliing thieves and cheats, am judlj

thought by ycti to have fubyerted the world
J;,'

* He here charge? the Antrochians with af/other iilflanc*

of ingratitude. For when tl^ree thoufand x/.r.^o*, or lots, of

land, were vacant, having fallen: in by the deaths of the

heirs, Julian, at threir reqtreft, gave titeni to' the citizens*

But as the few rich divided them among themfelves,'he foon

after refumed them, and rell;ored them to the public towards

the cxpencc of their games and eiitert^ihimeiUs, efpecially

thofe of the Circus j vshich, he fays, was the acft of hi?

uncle Julian. Petau,

•\ Count Julian, of whona above, p, /.yo.

I Seep. -7-

5 ^or,

3ot
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For, believe me, lenity to fuch offenders encourages

and hardens the wicked *.

This is the whole of my meaning, and with this

I fnali clofe my difcourfe. My misfortunes originate

from rayfelf alone. They are owing to the ingra-

titude of thofe whom I have obliged, and are there-

fore the eft"e<5l, not of your liberty, but of my
folly. This will teach me to act with more dif-

cretion for the future, and for the kindnefs which

you have publicly (hewn me, may you be properly

requited by the Gods -j^!

* Julian, it is obfervable, is lilcnt as to his fending the

%vhoIc' body of the fcnators of Antioch, conlifting of two

hundred of the moft noble and wealthy citizens, under a

guard, from the palace to the prifon, for their difrefpectfnl

and interefted boldnefs. But he fufFered them to return to

their refpe£tive houfes before the clofe of the evening.
*' Their fliort and eafy confinement," fays Mr. Gibbon,
*' is gently touched byLibanius, [Orat. Parent, c. xcvin.
'» pp. 33^' 333;")

f Though Julian affeded to laugh, he could not forgive.

His contempt was expreffed, and his revenge might be

gratified, by the nomination of a governor [Alexander, of

Heliopolis] worthy only of fuch fubje6ls ; and the Emperor,

for evtr renouncing the ungrateful city, proclaimed his re-

folution to pafs the enfuing winter at Tarfus in Cilicia,

Libanius, in a profefled oration, invites him to return to

his loyal and penitent city at Antioch. Gibron.
Soon after writing this farire, viz. March 5, 363, Julian

began his march towards Ferfia, of which he has given the

particulars, as far as Hierapolis, in his xxviith Epiftle

(the lateft extant), to LibaniiiS, " one citizen of Antioch,"

as the above cited hiflorian exprefles it, " whofe genius and
*' virtues might atone, in the opinion of Julian, for the
** vice and felly of his country."

XYI Epiflles

i
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SVI Epiftlcs Ox^JBANIU3* toJUL!AN.

EPISTLE I. t

i\ yTAYthe prefenc health and (Irength, that, ^^^

>-V-l
yQ^^ (^^y.^ jQ^ poiTefs, be your condant

portion I For your grief may God fupply a remedy !

Or rather your grief requires in pare only the

aiTii^ance

">' The fophift Libanius was born in the capital of the

Eaft [Antiochl. He publickly profclu;d the arts of rhetcric

and declamation nt Nice, Nicomedia, Conftantinoplef

Athens, and, during the remainder of his life, at Ah-
tioch. The preceptors of Julian had extorted a rafti but

tolemn alTurance,' that he would never attend the lec-

tures of their advcrfaiy r the curioli^ty of the royal youth

was checked arjd inflamed ; he fecfctiy procured the writ-

irrgs of this dangernu? fophift, atid gradiially farpafled, irf

the perfedt imitation of his ft'yle, the moft laborious of his;
*

domeftic puprl?^ Wherr Julian afcendt?d the throne, he

declared his impatience to embrace and reward the Syriaif

fophill, who held preferved, in a degenerate age, the Gre-
cian purity of tade, of marftiers, and of religion. The
Emperor's prcpol^eiTion was increafed and juilified by the

difcreet pride of his favourite. Inilead of preffing, with

the foremoft of the crowd, irrto the palace of Conuan-
tinople, Libarrius calmly c;;pecced his arrival at Antioch r

withdrew from court, on the firft fymptoms of coldnefs

and indifference; required a formal invitation for each vtfit;-

aad taught his fovereign an important lelTon, that he
might command the obedience of a fubjecl, but that he
mull deferve the atcachmexu of a friend. . . The volu-

minous^

A. i^r



EPISTLES OF LIBANIUi
affi(tance of God, for fome part of it you your-

felf can alleviate. You are able, if you pleafe,

to re-build the city X J t)ut for your concern on

account

pninnnS writings of Libanius ftiil exift ; among them, near

two th&ufand of his letters * . . . His birth is airigned to

the year 314. [In a letter to Prifcus] he mentions the jbth

year of his age (A. D. 390.) and leems to allude to Ibaje

events of ftill later date. Giebo.v.

LibaniiiS vyas a great admirer of Julian, fond of Gentilifm^

and ayerfe to Cbriiiianity, but not an enemy to all Chiif^i

tJans. He did not embrace Chriflianityj having been edu-

cated in great prejudices againil it, and having never ex-

amined its evidence. Neverthelefs, I cantiot but eftccni

\i\m an ufeful man. For, as Socrates acknowledges, he

%vas an excellent fophiu ; he vv as continually employed irt

teaching polite literature ; and had many fcboiars ; fome

of v;hom wefe afterwards nien of great eminence. Among
thern, Socrates and Sozomen reckon John Chryfoftom,-

^Theodore of Mopfoueftia, and Maximus bifiiop of Seleucia

in Ifauriai Lardner.
By comparing their works, we find in reality that Julian

tefembles Libanius, but it is with a handfoiTie likenefs, and

iq the fame manner as a perfou of quality, who fpeaks

•\vell without affefting to do fo, may be faid to refemble a

ihetorician who makes it his ftudy. " Hence, I imagine,"

iays Libanius, " his fubfequent writings hate fome affinity

** to our llyle, as if he had been one of our fcholars."

Julian fiibmitted to his criticifm both his aiflious and writ-

ingSi He v;as thought to have affifted him in the compo-

fition of the Mifopogon, " Libanius," faid he, ^' loves

*' me more than ever my mother did; he is not attached
*' to my fortune, but to my perfon." La Blet-erie.

f This Epiftle is one of the three firft publilhed by

Fabricius, ^vith a Latin tranflation, in his Bibliotheca

Grcca, vol. vii, p. 397, In the edition of Wolfius, it is

the xxxnid.

I Nicomedia, the capital of Bythinia, which, from the

feeauty of its fituation, the magnificence of its buildings,

'^ In his Life, his letters^ he fays, were innumerable,

its
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account of the dead, may Heaven afford you con*

iblation ! Nicomedia, ruined as flie is, I deem

mod happy. Her fafety indeed would have been

mod defirable ; but even thus flie is honoured * by

your tears. Nor are thele interior to the lamen-

tations which the Mufes are faid to have uttered

for Achilles f, or to the drops of blood which

Jupiter, in honour of his dearefl fon, poured down

at the approaching death of Sarpedon |. 1 hat

(lie therefore, who was lately a city, may again be

a city, will be your concern. Elpidius §, always

its grandeur, and its riches, had been looked upon as the

fifth city in the world, was deftrdyed by an earthquake,

Aug. 24, 358, followed by a fire which lafted five days.

A monody, by Libanius, on this fubjeft, 1 havx inferted in

vol. II. Julian was th-n only Caefar ; but he vifited the city,

and gave orders for re-building it^in his way from Conftan-

tinople to Antioch, May 15, 362, after his accelfion to the

empire. Another earthquake, which was alfo felt at Con-
ftantinople and Nice, fwallowed up the remains of Nice-
media, on January i, 363.

* Tt%i*vlixt (Je ofxft;? I have added, to complete the fenfe,

from the [French] king's largeft MS. where thefe words are

written in the margin, but in a mote modern hand. That
of the Vatican alfo has on the fide Tt1i/*»ila» ^t o^»; Tris-ao-oc,

For the city might be honoured indeed, but could not be

reftored from its ruins, by the tears of Julian. Valois

quotes this paflage of Libanius, in his notes on Ammianus,
XXII. 9. p 319. WoLFIUS.

t AUudmg to Homer, OdyfT. xxiv. 60.

Round thee the Mufes, with alternate flrain,

In ever confecrating verfe, complain. Pope, 77.

i Iliad. XVI. 459.
Then, touch'd with grief, the weeping heavens diflill'd

A fliower of blood o'er all the fatal field. Pope, 559.

§ A philofopher, to whom Julian has addrefi!cd his LViitU

Epifile. Libanius alfo has addrefled feveral Epiftles to him,

and has mentioned him in feveral others.

Vol. I. X a mat;
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a iitan of diftinguifhed probity, has now made

wonderful irnpiovcments. Tims it is not only tme,

as Sophocles fays, that

Wife kings are I'orm'd by converfe with ihc wife *,

but the wildom of a king improves alfo his friends

in virtue. So ferviceable have you been to Elpi-

dius, making him not only richer but- better.

1 hough younger than he, you have been his in-

ftrucior in thefe laudable purfuns, in equity, in an

eager defire to affiil bis friends, to treat cour-

teoufly thofe whom he knows not, and by fo treat-

ing them, always to retain their friendfhip. For

all, who have approached and converfed v/ith,him,

have firft admired and then inftantly loved him, or

rather have difcovered your ideas in all that you

have entruiled to him. .1 often difcourfe with him;

and all our difcourfes turn bn you, on the under-

ftanding that you poflefs, and the important affairs

in which you are engaged. The manner in which

you will complete them, and how you will ward

fome impending dangers, we have iagely difculfed.

I feemed, as it w^ere, converfing with yourfelf. With

particular pleafure I received the intelligence of your

having defeated the Barbarians
-f-,

and that you had

related your victories in a comrnentary J,
thus afting

Ihave 1 arched Sophocles in vain for this verfe. WolfiUs,

f Probably bis vidtonts over the balian i- ranks and Cha-

marians. See the Epidle to the Athenians, p 87,

X We fhoulcJ';-.dd Ivn to ''•" n-iiubcr «;r celebrated hif-

^
torians, if his Rlquoir .

:\ been tranf-

m!'''"! "^"" '

>. i^.'V BLS.TERIE,

at



EPISTLES OF LIBANIUS. ^07

at once as an orator and a general *. Achilits

required a Homer, and Alexander many fucli -j-,

but your trophies, your own voice, which has

erefted them, will tranfmit to poilerity. Thus

you furpafs the fophifts, by propofiug to them nof

only anions for them to celebrate, but the ora-

tions, which you have compofed en your a<5tions, for

their emulation.

To thef'e your trophies I wiflrt you to add that

of refloring Pompeianus | to his rights ; and think

not this an unworthy contention. For this is the

man, whom formerly, "in Bithynia, when he was

ambaffador from hetice, yoii faw with pleafure, and,

on being informed of v/hat he haid been defrauded,

gave him hopes of recovering his property. Of this'

promife, O prince §, I intreat you to be mindful.

* See the Epiflle to the Athenians,' p. 83, note *.

•f Tilava;* [the common reading] has no meaning- Sj^..n-,

Jleim has crvyffa.<pi>'luv., perhaps for crvyf^a.(pi.vv, "writers-."

M. V. la Croze preferred ra^^vwv, (" Sirens.") To me it is

not yet clear. Suppofe we fhould read roiaiDt, {" fach,")

which I have exprefled in my tranflatioh ? Salvinius has
*' Titenibus." Wolf i us.

;f
Pompeianus, who had been prsefeci: of Bithynia, is

tnentioned with elogiumsbyLibanius in many other Epillles,

and feme are alio addrefied to him.

§ n Bci(jtMv. Though Julian was then only Casfar^ as

appears from fome paflages above, both Fabricius and Woi-
fius have tranllated this Impcratoi\ But Ba<rt?.(fj was often.

applied to the Csefars,

X 2' EPISTLE
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A. D.
362.

EPISTLE II. *.

ARE you then forgetful of us ? But Phoenicia

•^ -^^ does not fuffer us to be forgetful of you, as

ihe celebrates your reign in immortal hymns
-f-.

From your j Afia alfo flows the fame of your

actions, increafmg our expe6lations. For nothing

that we have heard, great as all thefe adlions are,

is fo great as to exceed the hopes that we have

formed. We, on account of our relation to the

lonians §, rejoice, irufling that you will proceed

in the right road, and that your authority both

over them and us will be more firmly edabliflied.

But this muft be left to the providence of God.

Andragathius, in requefting to be the bearer of

this, has rather conferred than afked a favour of me.

* This is another of the Epiftles preferved by Fabricius.

Jn the edition of Wolfius it is the ccxxivth.

•f-
Godefroi, in one of the indexes to his edition of the

Theodofian Code, quotes this pallige ; but fuppofes thi^

letter {then unpubliflied) to be addreffed to Count Julian,

Confular of Phccnicia.

"l
tfjLilt^ai. In the Barocc. MS. H/xfli^aj. Our reading is

fupported by four others ; and juftly, as Libanius appeals to

the accounts fent him, of the adions performed by Julian,

from foreign and diilant parts. Addreffing Julian, he ftyles

Ionia (which is loon after eloquently named) ** 2'<>ar Afia,"

meaning a diftrid of Afia Minor, in which, having left

Phoenicia, he then was. Wolfius.

§ For this relationfliip, of which Libanius, an orator of

Antioch, here boails, the fcholiaft thus accounts: "The
*' lonians near Smyrna formerly fent a colony to Antioch,
" and therefore he ftyles them relations." Ibid,

For
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For he will not be more gratified by the pleafure

of feeing you than I am by thus being enabled to

accofl you. This youth will have thefe three recom*

mendations to you ; an energy of fpeech, which he

has difplayed before the prsfe(5^s; a courtefy of

behaviour, which endears him to all with whom
he converfes ; and fuch an intimacy with me, as, in

that refpecl, to exceed all the friends that I ha?e

had fmce my childhood.

EPISTLE III. *

YO U have gained a double vi£lory f , one by A. D.

your arras, the other by your eloquence. ^^
*

One trophy is erected to you by the Barbarians,

and the other by me your friend ; a trophy this

moft pleafing even to a conqueror. For all parents

wifh to be excelled by their children J, and you,

* The Barocc. MS. to the name IhX»«»w adds, Kcna-a^iy

(" Czefar,") but the Medic. B.rw KaValw (" the execrable.")

Ezech. Spanheim quotes the beginning of this epiftle in

his preface to the works of Julian, p. 4. Vv'olfius.

In the edition of Wolfius, this is the cccLxxiid.

t Thus our author, in his cccxcivth epiftle, a :
'* The

** excellent Anatolius has gained two victories over us."

3id.

J A comparifon by no means foreign to this paffage, as

>he fophifts ufed to ft) le their Icholars their fons. See

Eunapius, in Julian, and Damafcius in the Life of Ifidorus

in Photius on Zenodotus ;
" alone thought worthy of

*' being called the darling child of Proclus." Our author

alfo in his epiUles has frequently the fame expreffion.

That Julian had been inflru£ted in the art of fpeaking by the

precepts of Libanius, is evident from this as well as from

other paflages, 31^^

X 3 who
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who by me have been in^:ra^5l:ed in v;riting, have

in that excelled your inflrudor. But now for the

brevity *of my epiflle, I, the orator, mud account to

you, the general, or rather to one no lefs confummate

in the art of oratory than in that of war -f. After

the Emperor ;|;
had given you a (hare in the go-

Tcrnment, I thought myfelf bound to lay fome

reftraint on my freedom, and not to indulge ir, as

I had been accuflomed, ta a man fo e:?iahed. For

knowing, as we do, in our declamatory fkirmiflies,

how to accfifl Pericles, Cimon, and Miltiades, it

would have been fliameful in real life to neglect

thofe laws. And as you yourfelf fay, that the

letters of generals, on account of .their avocations,

fiiould be fhort, this induced me to contrail my

* Julian loved long epiftles, as appears from his fecond

to Prohaerefius : " Sages, like you, jnay make long and'
*' v&rbole orations, but frorri me to yotr^ little is fuffi-

*' cient."

•j- TEiis union of war with eloquence and the other arts

is applauded by Libanius in other pl.ices, but efpecialiy in

bis Hid oration to Julian, p. 183. '-You alone com-
" prebend the accompiiflinients that are divided among
" others ; and no oratcr, nor warrior, nor judge, nor
*' fophifl, nor myftic, nor philofophcr, nor prophet can
*' adcrjire himfelf 'when compared with you. For in your
*• ac^tio.ns you excell thofe who ai^i, in your fpeeches thofe

*' who fpeak." • Wolfius.

1; That Conilantius, who, when he wa? oppreffed with

the difficulties of the Gallic war, though by ho means a

friend to J;dia.n, rather thinking that he had caufe to fear

him, yet yielded to the exigence of the times, and alTo-

ciated Julian in the empire. For this re.ifon, in the Barocc.

MS. this epiflle has the aduitioa of " Csefar." Ilfu/.

cpiftleSj
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epiftlcs, fenfible, tl:;at he" whofe buHnefs prevents

him from writing long letters, by one who fends

him long letters muft be much interrnpred. But

now, 3S vou order me to be diffufe, I will obey.

And, firft, I congnitiilate you, that, with arms

in your hands, you have not fufpended your appli-

cation to oratory, bur ^'age^ war, as if war were

your only ftudy, and attend to books, as if you

were a ftranger to arms. And next, th.'t he *, who

has given vou a {hare "in the empire, hiis had no

caufe to repent of his having given it, but con-

fidering him as your coufin, and collegue, and lord,

and mafter, in all your anions you promote his

ghny, and exclaim to your falling enemies, '* what

" would be your fate, if the Emperor were pre-

*' fent ?" All this I applaud, and aifo your not

having changed your manners with your drefs, nor

lofl, by gaining power, the rem.embrance of your

friends. •> Mdny blefllngs attend you for fhevving

that, when I celebrated your talents, I was not a

liar, arrather for haying fhewn that I was a liar

in promifing- nothing i^ciLiai to what you have per-

formed 1 This is all your ov*'n, and copied from

no model. For though fome, together with the

empire, have afrum.ed the love of money, contract-

ing defires to which before they were Grangers, and

others have given more indulgence to their former

inclinations, you alone, when raifed to the throne,

* Confiantius, See the Iral note, p. 310.

X 4 have
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have fhared your fortune ^ among your friends,

giving one a houfe, another Haves, land lo this,

money to that, and, when a lubject, were more

wealthy than now when you are prince. Nor do

you exclude me from the number of your friends,

though I am not one of thofe who have (hared

you'' favours. For I can aflign a reafon of my

alone having received nothing. As you would

have cities abound with every thing that can pro-

mote their happinefs, you deem nothing more

effential to this than oratory, knowing that, if that

were extindt, we fhould refemble the Barbarians.

Apprehending therefore, that, if I abounded with

riches, I fliould negleft my art, you thought it

right for me to remain poor, that I might not be

tempted to defert my flation : Such, at leafl, is my
folution. Not that you have faid, " Amphiaraus

'* and Ckpaneus are fomethingf; but this man
*' has neither name nor place J." But your not

having

* This may illuftrate what our author, in his Life, p. 42,

relates of Julian, viz. that " Libanius loved himfelf, but
— others loved his riches." Wolsius,

f This is a proverbial expreflion, which I do nor re-

member to have read elfewhere. In other paflages of the

ancients, Capaneus is applied to a faithful friend, becaufe

Capaneus, amidll great wealth, living with frugality and
ceconomy, was mofl attentive to his friends. Jliid,

It is needlefs to add, that Amphiaraus and Capaneus
were two of the feven chiefs ag.iinll; Thebes.

X Ovr' Ev >.oyi) nr ev afi^jxu. This Oracle of Apollo, to the

inhabitants of*^4i.gina, is quoted by the fcholiaft on Theo-
critus : Yf^eii S'\ u Miyetfeti, »t' o Xoyu, x. r. X. Compare the

Chiliades of Erafmus, p. 437, 7^/V.

The
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having given me any thing is owing to your regard

for the public. Therefore though we are indi-

gent of money, we abound with words. This is

your concern ; may we not difgrace the part that

is allotted to us, nor you your illuflrious rank!

EPISTLE IV. *

IS E N T you a fliort oration on an important

fubjeft. You can add to its length, by fup-

plying what is elTential to that purpofe. If you

give that, you will fhew that you think I have a

talent for encomiums. If you do not give it, I

{hall be induced to entertain fome other fufpicions.

EPISTLE V. f
UNLESS you were well apprifed how long

ago my friendfhip with the excellent Mace-

donius J was contr.i6ted, and for what reafons

it has been fince improved, of thefe I would

The inhabitants of ^gina, fay fome, of Megara, fay

others, after gaining a naval viftory, enquired ot Apollo
who was the braveft of the Greeks; "to which he gave a
depreciating anfwer, concluding as above.

* This, in the edition of Wolfius, is the Dxxvth. It is

alfo one of thofe preferved in Latin by Zambicari. See a
note on Epiille XV. To what oration Libanius here alludes

does not appear.

f This is the DLxxxvitlj in the edition abovementioned.

X The fon of Pelagius, of Cyrus, a city in Syria, an
orator, and a philofopher. Libanius mentions him with
great encomiums in feveral other epillles, and has addrexled

three to him, one of which is a congratulation on his

marriage,

iira
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£rfl: apprife you ; but knowing, as you do, its

foundation, you will not wonder that I, who would

decline no danger for my friends, Oiould devore to

his fervice this letter. He has indeed prevailed

with; me to ask a favour of you, noc that yoii

grant favours cafily, or grant all that are aiked ; but

fuch as are jufl and right you willingly confer. And,

in truth, whoever does hot oblige his friends, in

fnatters thus irreproachable, blames the daughter *

of Jove for retaining the Graces in hep vedibule.

But that you favour thofe who ask nothing un-

reafonable is evident to all. Now obferve whether

my requefl: is fach asqan be cenfured.

Macedonius married a wife who had a fon hf-^L

former husband. That fon Is n®w dead. I wifli

therefore that the mother |, in preference to the

grandfather, may fucceed to his eftate, if a regard

to honour can induce the grandfather to wave his

right, and to prefer praife to a compliance with

the law. Be it therefore your endeavour to Coh-

a

* The Greek mythologies ftyle her A.v.«, (" Juflic«;")

whom he viiUially condemns, that does not return to a

friend the favour which he could and Ought. Wolfius.

f The mothers, among the Romans,, hgd not, in the

beginning, any fiiare in the fucccltion of tlieir child/en,

whether they were eirsancipated or not. In proccfs of titnq,

the mothers did faeceed, but differently according to, the

different times, and the whimiical changes that many lavys

made in their right of fucceffion. In England, if, aft«r the

death of a father, any of his children die inteftate, -with-

out wife or children, in the life-time of the mother, the

mother, in that cafe, fucceeds jointly and equally wirh the

brothers and fi Peers of ths decesfed and their reprefenta-

tiveso
' Strahan.

vmce
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I'ince him, that it is more creditable for him to de-

cline than to take thefe effects. You will be doubly

perfunnve, as, befides the powers of oratory, you

poflefs fupremc dominion. And I hear that this

old man is vain of a good reputation, and had

rather accumulate fame than wealch. Delay not

therefore to fend for and confer with him, and

thus perform an afllcn more humane than any law.

Nor think that we will admit, as an excufe, your

alleging that the difcuffion of fuch matters does

not belong to you, or, by way of fubterfuge, that

you are unable to perfuade him. To be the initru-

ment of conferring wealth on the mother, and

fame on her father, will do you no difhonour.

Every word from you makes a llrong iraprelTioii

on the hearers.

EPISTLE VL *

T"' HE laws and myfelf ^ill take care that that

i-*- moll abandoned fervant (liall be punifhed for

•what he hjs faid and done. But vou, tosiether

with the empire, Ihew that yon poffefs alio fuch

benevolence as the excellent Prifcian
-f-

difplayed

to Seleucus
J.

Afting thus, you will induce the

* This, in the edition of Wolfius, is the Dxcift.

•} Pnlcian was an excellent orator, and on that account

was invited by Julian to Conftantinople. Libanius hai

addreiTed feveral Epiftles to him.

+ Seleucus is alTo mentioned as a friend of Libanius in

laany of his Eplilles, and many are addrefTed to him.

preceptors
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preceptors of Arrhablus, I mean Calliopius *, and

his father, to treat him with more indulgence. For

Seleucus married the daughter of one, and the

fifter of the other. Him therefore, whom in your

letters you (o highly honour as to ftyle him your

fon, affift, I intreat you, in his literary improve-

ments.

EPISTLE VIL t

"TTT'OULD you have me believe that you do
^ not take the lead concern in the affairs of

TJlpian and Palladius |, that you neither regard

them as friends, nor efteem them as orators, nor

recoUecl that they may afTifl: you with their friendly

offices ? Such reports, which it does not become me

to repeat, are circulated by many. On the con-

trary, I contend that none of them, as far as you

are concerned, are true. Write therefore, and

confute them. You will thus confer a favour on

yourfelf, as well as on me.

* Calliopius, by iome of the Epiftles to him, appears

tp have been an orator.

f This in the edition of Wolfius is the Dciid, n.

t T'.vo orators, frequently menticned by Libanius.

EPISTLE



EPISTLES OF LIBANIUS. 317

EPISTLE VIII. *

I
HAVE difcharged my obligations to Arifto-

phanes + ; but you, in return, have given me

fuch fplendid rokcns of a vehement affeftion as are

confpicuous both to Gods and men. So that nuw

I feem almoft to foar into the iky, elevated by your

epiftle, which has infpired me with fuch hopes,

and has fo decorated my oration J,
that all things

elfe, the wealth of Midas, the beauty of Nireus §,

the fwiftnefs of Crifon
||, the ftrength of Poly-

damas **, the fword of Peleus ff, feem little in my
fight.

* This Epiflle is one of the three firft publiftied by Fa-

biicius. In the edition of Wolfius it is the DCLXxth.

•f This oration for Ariftophanes, a Corinthian, the foa

of Menander, who had been feverely fined by the prs-

fcct of ^gypt, on accouat of his confulting allrologers,

is preferved in the works of Libanius, vol. II. p. 210, Sic,

Wolfius,
It is faid in this oration, that he had been fined, fcourged,

and imprifoned.

X The Epiftle of Julian to Libanius, to v.hich this is aa

anfvver, is the Lxviiith, or laft, in vol. II.

§ See Homer. Iliad, ii. 671.

[I
Crifon was that native of Himera, who gained three

viiftories in the Olympic games. See the Prolegomena of

Eralmus Schmidius on Pindar, p. 31. Add. Paufan. Eliac.

p. 172. WOLFIVS.
** A famous Theflalian wreflier, who ftrangled a lion

on mount Olympus, tamed a wild bull, and flopped a

chariot drawn by the ftrongell horfes. Ke was cru(hed to

death by a rock under which he took flielter from a ftorm
;

ajid this was owing to his indifcretion in flattering himfelf

that

A. D.
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lighr. Even the ne6Var of the Gods, were t

allowed to enjoy it, could not give me greater de-

light than I now feel, when my prince, fach a one

as Plato formerly fought and could fcarcely find *,

has commendoil ray fentiraents, admired my oration,

and has not only promifed that he will give fome-

thing, but, v/hich is much greater honour, that he

will confult with me what to give. They who

obferve the riling of the celeftial goat -j-, do not

always obtain their wiflies ; but 1, though I have

not attended to this, have been mod: fuccefsfuL

And if I want any other favour, the Emperor,

imitating the Deity, is ever gracious. Your epiftle

therefore (hall be prefixed to my oration, to in-

form all the Greeks, that my dart has not

been launched in vain, for by what I have writ-

ten, Ariflophanes will be honoured, as 1-am by

what you have returned ; or rather both of us fnall

that he could fupport the rock, vyhich was beginning to falf,

when his companions tied. Moreri,'

Libanius mentions him alfo in his xvith Declamation.

f -{• Peleus received a fword from Vulcan, with which

he could defend himfelf againft ail attacks, as we learn

from the fcholiaH: on tlie ivth Nemean of Pindar, ver. 88,

&C. WoLFIUSo

* Alluding to the famous faying of rlato, that " g.o-

'•' vernments would be happy, if king« philolophifed or

*' philofopbers reigned." lai^L

f A proverbial expreffion, often iifed of thofe with whom
every thing fucceeds happily,, and as they wifh ; becaufe if

was of old a yulgar opinion that they who faw' that goat,-

who was the nurfe of Jupiter, and on that account was

naade a conftellation,' obtained whatever they de fired.

Erasmus".

fhali
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iliall glory in what has been written and will be

given by you, for each of us is honoured by each

of thefc.

But now it may divert you to hear how Arifto-

phiincs has been terrified. One of your ufual

evening-attendants informed us that, on coming to

your door, he was refufed adraitrance, becaufe he

was told, you were bufy in compofing an oration.

This immcd-iately occafioned an apprehenfion that

you had determined to controvert my oration *,

.md confute your preceptor, and would thus over-

whelm Ariftophanes like the Nile f. We haftened

therefore to the excellent Elpidius, who, on hear-

ing the caufe of our alarm, burd into a loud

laughter. Thus we recovered our fpirits, and foon

after I received your elegant epiftle !•

* Libanius means the oration, which he, who had for-

merly been the preceptor of JuUan,- had fpokcn for Arif-

tophanes. WoLFius.-

f Alluding, 1 imagine, to the inundation of the Nile,

and, at the fame time, to the torrent of Julian's eloquence,

^Vhich might over-power Ariftophanes. Thus Suidas

afcribes to Chryfoftom " catarafts like thofe of>the Nile,'*

and Tzetzes mentions " Nile-like floods," both applied to

eloquence. See p. 305. 3iif.

X This Eplilleof Julian to Libanius is here fubjoined in

a note, by Wolfius, from Fabricius. But I have added my
t^aailation of it to his other E^lftles in Vol. IL

E P I S T L E
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A. D

EPISTLE IX. *

'

J
' TT OW much foever I condemned that journey

-*--^ (fatiguing as it was) f, I no lefs, or rather

more, condemned myfelf for returning fo foon,

inftead of going to the place appointed, and

there indulging my eyes, the next morning, at

fun-rifing, wirh the fight of his divine vifage.

And fo unfortunate is the city, that fhe cou'd nor

afford me the lealT; confolation. I ftyle her un-

fortunate, not on account of the dearth of pro-

vifions, but becaufe (he has been and is adjudged

wicked, invidious, and ungrateful J by him whofe

prudence

•* To the name ItXiorvft;, AvIoK^aloii (" Emperor,") is pre-

fixed in two MSS. And in another, tw T^io-Jtolagala; (" wno&
*' execrable,") is annexed to it. Wolfius.

In the edition of Vi- olfius it is the pccxiith. It is alfo

one of thofe preferved in Latin by Zambicari.

+ What fatiguing and fruit'efs journey Libanins had

taken, does not appear. Perhaps it vva» to Mount Caffius,

(fee the Mifopcgon, p. 282.) uhere Jupiter had a temple,

fifteen miles, or a day's journey, from Antiorh, which,

however, Julian performed feveral times during his re-

fidt nee in that city. For " from thence," fays Ammi-
anus, (xxii. 14.) ** at the fecond cock-crowing, is firft

*' feen the rifing of the fun."

X Meaning Antioch, at that time not only affiidted with

famine, but expofed to the refentment of the Emperor for

difregarding his cdiiT: for lowering the price of piovifions,

and not abiiaining from larcafms on himfelf. This appears

iVcm the embally {v^ecr^uUxo^) our author fent to Julian for

the
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prudence fiirpafles his dvominions, exrenfivc ns they

lire. While Alc'iniis * 'a'as with me, I had one

who \vt)iild hear with indulgence my fv 1 -reproaches

and my boails of the diftin6lion fhevvn mc by you.

But after his departure, confidering the cieling as

my only friend, I looked iTp to it, as I Iny in my
bed, and faid, " Now the Emperor lent for me:
" now I entered and fat down (for that he allowed

** me); now I pleaded for the city, as T Was per-

" mitted to intercede with him for thofe who
*' had offended him. But he prevailed, fo jufl

** was his charge, and ia powerful his elocution.

*' And though I oppofed him, I was neither dif-

*' liked, nor ejdfled." With this banquet I regale

inyfelf, and I iritreat the Gods, firfl, that they will

give you the fuperiority over yoUr enfcmies, and,

fecondly, that they will render you as propitious

to us as you were formerly. I have alfo a third

petition, which they have heard, but I will not

here mention. I ought not, however, even to

have faid that 1 will not mention it. For you are

ingenious enough to conjc(f}ure this third article

from my vviPaing to conceal what I wifh. And, in-

the Antiochi^ns, which is in tbefecond vohi'rne of his works,

p. 151, and alfo from his oration to the Aniiocliinis de hn*

pvratorh ha^ which, before unpubliflied, our learned Fabri-

ciiis has inferted in his Bibliotheca Grsca, vol. VII. p. 207.

vVoLFlus,

See alfo the Mifopogon, p. 296, &c.

* A native of Nicomedia, and a man cf learning, a$

appears from feverni letters addreffed to \\\\\\ hy Libanius.

• Vol. L Y deed.
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deed, I apprehend that the contrary will be your

choice *.

Now then pafs the rivers ; rulh on the archers -j-

more impetuoufly than a torrent ; and after-

wards think on what you faid you would think.

But fail not to folace me, in your abfence, as

much as you can. I, for my part, will fend

epiftles to extort your anfwers from the midft of

the battle, as I am convinced that you have a

genius that can at once command an army, fight

an enemy, and correfpond with a friend. I am fo

infirm, that I am obliged to hear what I ought to

fee. Happy is Seleucus } in this glorious fight,

and in preferring the honour of ferving fuch a

prince to that which he derives from a good wife,

and a moft beloved daughter i

I fhould underftand this of marriage, to which Juh'an

was averfe. Wolfius.

f Meaning the Perfians, Julian being then engaged in

that expedition. 3i(^,

X Seleucus has been mentioned in Epiftle VI. p. 315.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE X. *

THAT Alexander f was appointed to the go- A. D.
363.

vernment, it firfl:, I confefs, gave me fome

concern, as the principal perfons among us were

diflatisfied. I thought it difhonourable, inju-

rious, and unbecoming a prince ; and that re-

peated mulcts would rather weaken than improve

the city. But now the good effects of this feverity

arc fo manifeft, that I recant J. For they, who for-

merly bathed and flept at noon, now, imitating the

* This, in the edition of Wolfius, is the Dcxxiid.

f This is the Alexander of whom Ammianus fays, (xxiir.

a.) " When Julian was going to leave Antioch, he made
** one Alexander of Heliopolis governor of Syria, a tur-
*' bulent and fevere man, faying, that * undeferving as he
* was, fuch a ruler fuited the avaricious and contu-

' melious Antiochians." Confult Valois on that palTage,

who refers .to this Epiftle, then unpubliftied. Wolfius.
See the Mifopogon, p. 302. note

-f.

X A^ii TraXtvwatav. This proverb is taken from a tranf-

aftion of Stefichorus, the Lyric poet, mentioned by Plato

in his Phsdrus. For having flandered Helen, in a poem, he

was deprived of his eye-fight; but Achilles, by her defire,

as Paufanias relates, in his Laconica, having acquainted

him with the caufe of his blindnefs, he immediately fung a re-

cantation, by praifing Helen, whom before he had cenfured;

and thus he recovered his fight. Socrates fays, in joke, that

*' he wiflies to imitate him, and would rather fing a recan-

*' tation in favour of love, which he had blamed, than
?' lofe his eyes." Erasmus,

y 2 manners
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manners of the Laccdxmonians *, labour inde-

fatigably not only in the day-time, but no fmall

pijrt of the night, nailed, as it were, to the gate of

Alexander. And when be clamour? from within,

every thing is inftantly in motion. Thus the

fword will never be wanted, fmce his threats alone

are fufficient to render the impudent model!, and

the flothful induftrious. Calliope is alfo honoured)

agreeably to your wiihes +, not only by horfe-

races, but theatrical exhibitions ; and facrifices are

offered to that Goddcfs in the theatre, without our

making the leaft alteration. Loud applaufe is

given, and amidft this applaufe the Gods are in-

voked. With this applaufe the governor feems

{o delighted, that he urges many more to add to

it. Of fuch importance, O prince, to mankind is

divination X, as it teaches every one the beft man-

ner of governing a famijy, ^ city, a nation, and

a kingdom.

* For the LacedEmonians were far from being delicate.

Hence aroie the proverb, A«xa;nxa/« ^ifunetyy (" to fup Lace-

dxmonially,") on which fee Erafinu?, p. 268. Wolfius.

f This muft probably be ironical, as Julian was far from

being a favourer, or frequenter, of the circus, or the

theatre. See the IMifopogon, pp. 232, 261, and 268.

X Libanius here flatters Julian, as if he had learned by
divination that Alexander was fuch a one as ought to govern

Syria and the Antinchiuns. Wolfius,

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XL *.

/^N nil accounts I was pleafed to fee Ablavius f,

^-^ but principally becaufe he brought me a

letter from you. For fooner than blame you I

(liould deteft myfeif ; fuch has been your attention

to the promotion of ray intereil:, amidft this te^

dious war, which you could not have been, if any

one had fpoken to my difadvantage. In Teem-

ing to laugh, and in pardoning thofe who, in order

to flatter one, calumniate another, you a61ed like

yourfelf. Flattery is their trade, and as neceflary

to their fubfiilcncc as rowing is to that of failors.

That fage, with whofe morals Ablavius acquainted

me, though he would not difclofe his name, gave

me no concern on any account, this only excepted,

that in mentioning me he was guilty of a folecifm ;

and I, though guilty of no offence, was fent by him

among the Barbarians %. Inform him of this, and

caution him to avoid fuch miilakcs for the future ;

he iTiay then, if he pleafes, fpeak evil of me, for

then, at leaft, he v/ill not fpeak ill §. But this

* This, in the edition of VvolTins, is the Mxxxvth.

f Libanius has two Epiules to Ablavius, by v/hich it

appears that he was an orator.

^ Libanius ridicules the man, by whofe fpeaking bar-

baroufly of him. he himfelf was, as it were, made a Bar-

barian, VVoLFIUJ.

^ This piny on the words X'.yetv Kxr.u-,, and e^«xay.a)>-, i have

endeavoured to retain in Englifli, by the equivocal meaning

of " evil" and ' ill," as applied to flander and to language,

man
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man is unalterable *. If, however, by his ca-

lumnies he (liould ilill offend you, and you wifli

to punidi him, you eafily may, by confining him

to his houfe, in an after ood, and obhging him

fo fun at home ; and when he again grows

infolent, through reple.'on, and drinks your own

wine againd you -\-, you need only repeat that

punifhment; you cannot inflict a greater. This

will effeftually curb his licentious tongue ; but,

whacever be his name, let me know it, that, when

1 write his elogium, it may not be anonymous.

EPISTLE XII. I

A. D. ALAS! alas ! how infatiable is your defire of
^^'"

-^ -^ farther attainments ! You pofTefs the palm

of eloquence, fnatched from others, at once

A matchlefs prince and a moil potent fage §.

Other

* SraJiOf, in Gi'eek.Tjfually fignifies *' firm, immoveable.'*

I underftand, therefore, this paffage of a man who cannot

be changed, but always remains the fame. Wolfius.

f Uitei Tov a-on oivov xalw an. It fliould fecm by this paffage,

that it was cvillomary to drink health, or confulion, in

thoie times as it is in ours.

* In the edition of Wolfius this is the Mcxxvth.

In allufion to Homer. Iliad HI. 178.

Great in the war, and great in arts of fway. Pope, 23^.

That Libaniiis here did not flatter Julian, in praifing

him for his eloquence, his orations and epitHes ftill extan?

atteft. To which may be added what Spanheim fays in

his preface to the works of Julian, c 2. " Among the

*' E^n^erors his predeceffors, or thofe who followed hiir^
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Other princes have a(fted, and we applauded ; but

you excell in both thofe capacities. For how can

we fpeak fo highly in commendation of your

adlions as you do of that iliort letter * ? Hence I

conjefture what you will do, when you have fub-

dued Phoenicia f, as already you adminifler

juflice to your fubjefts, wage war with the Bar-

barians, and in the compofition of orations far exceed

the common rank. Though I am npt folicitous as

to the future, I fhall be as much pleafed with this

{laughter as with a viftory. For when the van-

quifhed and the viftor are friends, the vanqulQied

has a fliare in the triumph ; as friends, it i.s fajd,

have all things common |.

** in the fame exalted llation, I cannot fee any, who as to ths
*' extent, or copioufnefs, of their learning, or the bright-
** nefs of their genius, or the power of their eloquence,
*' can in thofe arts, and in the talent of writing, conteii

*' with hin:i the fuperiority." Libanius bcftows a firtiilar

elogium on Julian in his own Life, p. 41. ftyllag.him " the
' moft temperate, the moll oratorical, and the moft v.-ar-

" like." WoLFius.
* Julian alfo highly commended other orations of Li-

banius. See on this fubjedt the remarkable Epifde of

Julian, before unpublifhsd, mentioned in p. 317. now the

[LXVIIIth.] /;;V.

f I fhould underftand this of the orators of Phoenicia.

I Koi¥a yct^, ^tta-t, TO, ruit <pi\uv. This proverb is quoted

by Euripides in his Oreftes, in the fame words. See the

Chiliades of Erafmus [p. 13.] and Gregory Nazianz. Ep,
LXIV. « Hid,

" No proverb," fays Erafraus, *' is more falutary, or

f^ more celebrated, than this,"

EPISTLE



52'8 EPISTLES OF tiBANIUSa

EPISTLE XIIL -

/^ EMELLUS -j- is my relation and my friend,

^^ and by his manners is no difgrace to hrs

family. If he had been poffefTed of money and

a large eftate, he would long iigo have been em-

ployed on Ibtne public fundcion. But as his for-

tune is fmall, he has, by my advice, taken a

method which may exempt him from tears and

chains, the ufual attendants of thofe whom puB-

lie employmertts have reduced to poverty.'

Happy he is in difckarging this office under your

infpcdlion; as you never fail to reprobate injuftice,

and to honour what is juft and equitable. Man-y

there are who look upon juilice and equity as

meanncfs, and accordingly defpil'e them. But far

different is your conduct ; for you were well bora,

and well inftrucled, and therefore glory more in

being virtuous than in the numerous nations which

you govern. Of this Gemellus has proofs ; and,

that he may have more, let him be obliged for

thofe to you, but for thefe to me. For if he

(hould receive any greater favours in confequence

of my letter, he will certainly be indebted for

them to my advice.

* In the edition of Wolfws this is the Mcccxcivth.

f To this Gemellus Libanius has feveral epiftles,

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XIV. *

TTTEhave made a mutual agreemenr, that t

^ ^'
fliould write to you in behalf of my

friends, and that if their requefts are reafonable,

you will afllft them. Of your alTiftance let this

Hyperechius -f firft reap the advantage. He

has long been harrafied and opprefTed by thofe

whofe chief ftudy isunjufl gain. He was one of

my fcholars in my former profperity. Such I

deem the time of my refidence at Nicomedia
j; ;

not on account of the wealth, but of the excel-

lent friends, that it procured me, many of whom
are no m.ore. This man, whofe hopes now reft on

3^ou, then came from Ancyra §. In eloquence,

none excelled him; in manners, none equalled him. I

love him therefore with a parental affeclion. I can-

not fee him injured without affifling him myfelf,

and urgln^x others to affift him alfo. And if in this

you think that I a£l: no bad part, (hew by your

deeds that you approve my conduct.

* In the edition of Wolfius this is the MccccScth.

f An orator, the ("on of Maximus, a nacive of Galatia,

Libanius has addreiled leveral epiftles to him.

% Our author affirms, in his Life, p. 21, that he fpent

live years with pleafure at Nicomedia, and calls that time

"the fprjng of hisi life;" WolfiuSc

§ The,fame city which Libanius, in his xxvith oration,

p. 599, ftylcs *''thc pri^ci^al and largell city in Galatia."

Vol. I, Z EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XV. *

A. D. '
I
^HE oration f, which contains feme account of

363. I .

-^ your glorious actions, you honour not only

with praife, but admiration. And as you arc

ranked among the learned, you maintain, I am

lold, that Demoflhenes could not have written

more forcibly, Socrates more agreeably, or Plato

more copioufly, on the occafion. You affirm alfo,

that greater glory will redound to you from mv
writings, than from the fortunate event of your

acftions. My opinion is far different. For though,

with my mod ftudious and elaborate endeavours,

I flrove to exalt your name ; yet, as ray ftrength

was unequal to fuch a weight, what I performed

I performed with great pleafure. But fo brilliant

are your praifes, that the rudelt genius may feem

* This is the iiid of the iid book of the EpiTtles of

Libanius, collecled in Greece by Francifco Zambicari of

Bologna, ami publiflied, in his Latin tranflation only by John

Soinerfeld, ai; Cracow, 1504. It is alfo inferted by Fa-

bricius, in his Bibliotheca Graeca, vol. VII. p. 390.

f His n(ocr(puiivlixoi, or panegyrical addrefs to Julian, when
he was at Antioch, jufl before he fet out on his Perfian

expedition. It is the Vth in the lid Vol. of the works

of this Sophift, publiflied by Morell. Ho.v agreeable it

,, was to the Einperor Libr.nius mentions in ih Epiftls to

.
Celfus [the Dcxr.Yiiith], as well VIS in the above. ^ •"

Fabriciu?.

:; fuffi.
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fufficiently decorated by the dignity of the fub-

jecft. Your actions therefore were the nobleft

ornaments of my oration. And though I attempted

to illuftrate thofe anions which in their own nature

were mod fplendid, I rather illuftrated myfelf.

So that you have no caufe to return me thanks,

or to think that they are due to me. But that I

may acquire fuch a fplendor by recording your

exploits, whatever fuccefs may attend you in fu-

ture fail not to communicate to me by a letter.

EPISTLE XVL *

T C A N fcarce beheve that, than which nothing

-*- can be more certain. Departing from you,

in obedience to your order, and on an urgent

occafion, I am both willingly and unwillingly

abfent from you. For I think I could be fooner

negligent of my life than of your commands.

Any labours, however great, feem trifles ; however

fmall, when defired to undertake them for you, I

have been ufed to think them fvvecter than ambrolia.

To this it is owing, that, were you to command me,

I would depart not only from you, but from, myfelf.

But as I confider you as my deity, without you

nothing feems pleafmg. You conitantly occur to

my mind : whatever I hear repeats the voice of

* This alfo is publiflied only in Latin by Zatnbicari.

Ii is the XtVth of his lid book.

b Julian ^



3S2 EPISTLESOFLIBANIUS.
Julian ; whatever I fee reflefls the image of my
venerable deity. And when a fweet flumber re-

frefties my languid limbs, you feem fo prefent to

me, thatj by the kindnefs of the immortal Gods,

feparated and loofed from the body, my mind

feems to fly to you, to embrace, accoft, in (hort, to

worfhip youi fo that if I were to be deprived of

life, I would wifh that to be my laft day. Farther,

that I may no longer be thus tormented, I intreac

you to give me your permillion to return to you,

and in your prefence to adore your deity, which

abfent I at once admire and venerate. If not,

as by your indulgence it may be effedted, I could

ealily confent to be baniflied, not only from the

city I fo much love, bur alfo from the world *.

* In. the Latin, non modo interdid mihi optatijjima vrh(^

fed Ipfd etiam urhe facile patiar—which I do not underftand.

Perhaps ipfa urle fnould be ipfo orbe. 1 havs ventured fo

to tranflate it.

^;j^ Thefe are all the Epiftles of Libanius to the Empiefor

that are extant. Of the others addrefled to Julian

(of which there are ten more), one is to his uncle the

Count of the Eaft, and the reft to fome other perfon,

or perfons, of the fame namck

1 N D ^ X.
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A. Page

J^^^rjE 5, a people of Greece 290
Acharnlans, a tribe of Athens 259 (note)

- a comedy of Ariftophanes ibid.

Adonis^ gardens of 202

^milian^ Emperor, omitted by Julian in the Csfars

165 (note)

,/E/r^/w, quotation frQm 139 (note) imitated 198

JEtiusy an Arian bifhop, duped by Julian 3 (note)

Africa7ius, fate of 70 (note)

Agrippina (Cologne) retaken by Julian 84
Alcaus, the poet 223, 4 (note)

Alexander the Great it, $0, 51, 183, 187, 203, &c.

Severus, Emperor :63
- governor of Syria 302 (note) 323
Allegorical Fable XXXI. 105

Amphiaraus^ his modefty 138

Anacreon^ the poet 223, 4. quotation from 291. ac-

count of his fuppofed poems ibid, (note)

AnaxagoraSy the philofopher 21. 41. 42. 44.

Atidragathius^ recommended to Julian by Libanius 309
Anti?ious, his deification 159 (note)

Antioch, inhabitants of, their character and manners.

See the whole Mifopogon

Antiochus gives his name to Antioch. Hiflory of his

marriage 251, 252
^K/iy?/'r«w, the philofopher " ^c., 34

Vol. I, A a Anto7unus^
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INDEX.
Page

Antoninus, Pius, Emperor 160

Philofophus (fee Marcus Aurelius)

Antony^ Mark 191. 194
Apollo^ his feftival ill celebrated at Daphne 283. Com-

plaints and reproaches of Julian on thnt fubje6t ibid,

Araxius and Areta, friends of Julian 14
Archilochus^ the piet, reprobated by Julian 131, 224
Areus, a friend of Auguftus 25, 26. 195
Arijiidcsy the Juft 61, 62

Arijlophancs^ the poet, imitation of 167
. of Corinth, "defend'ed by Libanlus '

3,17

Arijlotlc^ his thoughts on fovereignty 16. his definition

of law 17. his work on the nature of God 24
Athenians^ Epiille to the xvii. 59. What Julian thought

of them 255

Atheiiodorus. A bold a^lion of that philofophcr 193 (note)

Attgnfius'iitz Oftavianus)

AtijiUan, Emperor (mifprinted Aurelius) 168

AutolycuSy equivocal elogium on, by Homer 254 (note)

—

:

a roguifli pedlar in Shakfpeare ihid.

B.

Babyhu, bifliop of Anrioch, his corpie removed 247 (note)

Bctibinus, Emperor, omitted in the Ctefars 165 (note)

Bq/ilina, the mother of Julian 264

Beer, verfes againft, by Julian 2:7 (note)

Berenice^ queen. Her wifdom at leaft equivocal 150 (note)

injured the reputation of Titus ibid.

Bkferie, Abbe de la, account of his Life of Julian,

r.nd Hiftory of Jovian v. tranflation of the for-

mer VI. his account of the v/orks of Julian ix.

Byzantiujn. The crefcent was from all antiquity its

arms :oo (note)

C.

Cafar Julius, difputes before the Gods againfl: Ale-

xander 183

Cafars. Elogium on that work xxiii 146 (note)

Caligula^ Ehiperor • ^53
Callifthenes, the philofophcr 34
i^aracalla^ Emperor •

'

• i6j

, Car/.'!y
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Varus, Emperor, and his fons 170
Ctito of Utica 9, elogiiim on 273

what happened to him at Antioch ibiJ.

Chamavians reduced by Julian 87
Charity enforced 122. 142

Charmides. a beautiful Athenian 38

Chnfiiaiiity is revenged by th€ ridiculous opinions of

thofe who attack it XVII r. The obligations which

unbelievers have to it 22 (note) does not favour

the corruptions of mankind, whatever the Pagans

may fay 218 (note)

Chryfippus^ a Stoic philofopher 8. 135
Claudius \. Emperor 153

II. 167, 226

Cnodomar^ Vmg^ taken prifoTier by Julian '
85

Co/;^^ of Julian 277, 8 (note)

Commodus^ Emperor 161. 210

Conjlans, Emperor 105 .(note)

Co«/2rta//«f tlie Great, harangues before the Gods 105. 199*

201. 213. 215

tTie Younger 105 (note)

Catiftantius-ChloTus^ the grandfather of Julian 172

Confia7itius^ Emperor. Julian writes to him 54..

liis cruelties "63, 64. his death 104 (note)

Cotyliji, a kind of juggler 276 (note)

Crifpusy Casfar, fon of Conftantine the Great 216
• put to death by his fathier ibid, (note

Curia, What it was 294 (note)

Curiaks. Their functions ibid»

Cyril^ of Alexandria, St. His books againft Julian .

account af, xxi.-

D.
Dalmatius^ brother of Conftantine 63 (note) 106 (note)

nephew of Conftantine ibid.

Damophilus^ a compiler, ridiculed by Julian 274
Daphfie, the burning of its temple 248 (note) the

fuburb of defcribed 282

Demetrius, a freed-man of Pompey 274
Democritus, the philofopher 21

Didyfn<^an oracle quoted 127» 13O

Diocletian^ Emperor 171

Dio?i Siculus 9
A a ft DominttSf

335



336 r N D E X.

Dominus. What emperors refufed to take that title

^39 (note)

Domitiafty Emperor 156

Duties of a prieft 1 18, &c.

J)ynamiuSj an informer - 71

E.

Elagahalusy Emperor 163

Elpidius, his praifes 306
Emefa^ the inhabitants of, burn the Chriflian churches 272

the Antiochians afcribe to them the libels which

they made againft Julian ibid, (note)

Epi^etns^ a Gallic bifhop, fent to Julian by Conllantius 101

EpicuruSy his advice controverted 8
his tenets exploded 134

Epifilcs of Julian, account of xxxi
—^ XVI of Libanius to Julian 303, &c.

' Erajiftratus. How he knew the malady of Antiochus 251

Euemerus. the librarian of Julian 78
Euripides^ quotations ftom 139 (note) 166. 205. 240 (note)

Etifehioy Emprefs. Her kindnefs to Julian 69. 71. 75
Eufebius, chamberlain to Conflantius 68.71. 263 (note)

Eutropiusy the great grandfather of Julian 253 (note)

F.

Faufia^ the wife of Conftantine, deAroys Crlfpus by her
calumnies, and perifhes herfelf 2.1b (note)

Florentius^ priefeft of Gaul 87
His inveteracy againfl Julian 92

Florian, Emperor, juftly omitted in the Caefars 169 (note)

Fragment^ a long account of 17. uS (note)

Frietidsy fix, of Julian, their conduft and rharadteriftic 267
their names 3ld, (note)

G.
Galboy Emperor irr

Galileans^ a term of reproach J33 (note)

Gallicifms military 89 (note)

GallicnuSy Emperor 166

Gallus^
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GaUi-s, Caefar, writes to his brother Julian i. Account

of him ibich (note). What his Chriftianity

was 4. (note). His cataftrophe 65. 68. Occa-

fions a fedition at Antioch 300 (note)

Emperor, omitted in the Cxfars 165 (note)

(omitted alfo by miftake in this page)

GauJentiiis, an informer 70. 92

Gauls ^ elogium on by Julian 375
Adventure of a Cappadocian at the court of one

of their kings 276
Gemellus^ a relation and friend of Libanius 328

Gctay Emperor 163

GoJs. The iicentioufnefs with which the. comic poets

treated them 292
Gordians (the three) Emperors, omitted in the Cxfars

16- (note)

Gregory Nazianzen, his poems commended 225 (note)

H.

Hadrian, 'Em^tvoT I ^%. Compared with Julian ?*/*/. (note)

Hannibalianus, nephew of Conftantine 63 (note) 106 (note)

Helena, wife of Julian 97. 106 (note) 108 (note)

HeracUus, a Cynic. Julian addrefles a difcourfe to him xiii

Hejiod, quotation from 40
HippoTiax, the poet, reprobated by Julian 132

Horner^ often quoted by Julian at randcm 3 (note) 33 (note)

242 (note), paflages from him 3. 10. 15. 20. 32. 35.

(note) 39. 44. 46. 48. 49. 50. 53. 7S. (note) 1 10.

111. 121. (note) 139. (note) 148, 149. 210. 2-37.

241. (note) 242, 243. 251. 253, 254. 262. 305. (note)

325.

Humourijl of Menander 236

i/a«^//p--matches in the theatres 141

Hymcttus, mounrain 33
Hyperechius, a Galatian, recomnTended to Julian by

Libanius 329

I. and J.

Jfmenlas^ a player on the flute. A faying which Julian

afcribes to him 228

A a 4 JriiAN,
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Page

Julian, Emperor, La Bleterie's opinion and charafter

of all his works, ix. Annals of his life, xxxv,

his pedigree, xl. confined in Cappadocia, 65. de-

clared Caefar, 77. fent into Gaul, 79. his firft cam-

paign, 80. recovers Agrippina, 84. takes king

Cnodomar prifoner, 85. his fecond and third

campaigns, 86. declared Augiiftus, 55. 98. his

propofals toConftantius, 56. acknowledges God's

providence. In. is initiated at Ephefus, 113,

(note) his temperance, 140. (note) writes verfes,

22^. (note) his llrange pidure of himfelf, 228.

his rigid life, 231. hates the circus and the

theatre, 232. his danger at Paris, 236. cannot

endure to be called Lord, 239. quotes Homer
improperly, 242. (note) was he fo chafle as is

faid ? 244, (note) accufed of having fubverted the

world, 277. expoftulates with the fenate of An-
tioch, 283. makes his apology on account of the

famine in that city, 296. his commentaries, 88.

(note) 306. his excellence both in arms and ora-

tory 307. 309, 310. 327
Julian, Count, uncle to the Emperor 232. 290
j2iUus Conftantius, the father of Julian 63 (note)

Jupiter Philius 2415

, Caflius 282

K.
^«/g-/fea of Arillophaties 1^3

L.

J^a=ix-'s, Roman, againft defamatory libels 224
JJbatiius, the fophiil; his pi£iure of Julian's manner

of life, 232 (note), his Epiil:les to Julian 303. his

chara6ter ibid. (note^. his panegyric on Julian

praifed by that prince 330
Licey a remarkable paffage concerning 229

JLieinius^ Emperor 174
vanquiflied by Confiantine 199

Logos oi V\s.io. Wh^it it was xi

Lucian, quofation from 182

£,ivc/«j Yexus, Emperor 160

I L»pidni*»j
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Page

LupidmiSi a general In Gaul 89. 93. fent to Britain

89 (note) 94.

hutetla, or Paris. Its fituation aud climate 234
Mr. Gibbon's encomium on it 2'34. (note) cen-

fured by Mr. Knox ib, Julian is in danger of

loling his life there, 236
Luxury^ deified by Julian 216
Lycurgusy the lawgiver of Sparta 6

M.
Macedonlus, recommended to Julian fcy Libanius 315
Macrinus, Emperor 163
Magnentius the tyrant 175. Refemblance of that prince

and Julian ihid. (note)

Maiuma, the feflival, hiftory of 284 (note)

MarccUus^ a general in Gaul, 81.91. his perfidy 61

jl/tfrr»j Aurelius, Emperor 160. 198. blamed for his

conduft towards his wife and fon 161. 210 (note)

JMardonius, an eunuch, the governor of Julian 73. 261

Marriages between coufin-germans expIo-Jed 108

Maxentius^ the tyrant 174. (note) 199
Maximian-YitvcwWwa^ Emperor 172 (note)

Galerius, Emperor ihij,

Maximin I. Emperor 165
• II. furnamed DaVa 174 (note}

Mifopogon^ account of xxix. 323 (note). The meaning
of that word ihld. when Julian compofed that

fatire 241 (note) 263 (note)

ilf(7?///}j, Macedonian and Roman 248 (note) 281 (note)

Mufo?iius^ a Roman knight and Stoic philofopher, ill-

treated by Nero 25 (note)

MycoKy illand of, 257 (note)

N.
Nehrldius, prsfeft of Gaul, his refolution 94 (note)

Nepenthes, drug 53
Nero, Emperor 154
Nerva, Emperor i^y
Nicolaus, of Daraafcus, a philofopher 25
Nicomcdla^ city of, deftroyed by an earthquake 304

grief cf Julian 30-

S39
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O. Page

OBaviaitus (or Auguflus) Emperor 150. harangues

before the Gods igj

Oration^ A confolatory Xx. 30
Orations of Julian, account of 10

Or^tfjz, verfes on, by Julian 221; (note)-

Orihajius, the phyfician of Julian 78
Orphic life 258 (note)

Otho^ Emperor 155

P.

Palace of the baths at Paris 97 (note)

Faul^ a flanderer 92
Pcntadlus, his innovations ihid,

Pericles^ his friendftiip for Anaxagoras 41. a fuppofed

fpeech of 42, &:c.

Pertinax, Emperor 162

Petau^ Dionyfius, his Latin tranflation of Julian viii.

an account of him IhiJ. (note)

Phaaclam, the idea which Homer gives of them 237
inhabitants of the ifland now called Corfu ll>ld. (note)

Philanthropy recommended 1 20

Ph-.l'ps (the two) Emperors, omitted in the Csfars 165 <rote)

P>6/7<7/y/>-f^ incapable of reHoring mankind 22 (note)

Phoenicia, her praifes of Julian 308
PlnJar^ quotation from 298
Tittacusy one of the wile men of Greece 6

P/ij/(5, quotations from 11, 12. 37. 266. 318 (note)

Plutarch^ an extraft from 274
Polemoy the philofopher 34
Pojjtpelanuiy fon-in-'aw of Marcus Aurelius 161

Priejls fhould be honoured 125. how they fhould a6l 126

Prohu, Emperor 169

PruJJia^ king of, compared with Julian 158 (note)

Puplenus^ Emperor, omitted in the Ca:fars 165 (note)

Pyrrho, his tenets exploded by Julian 134
r^thagorasy the philofopher 21. 40, 41. 51. 133, a

fliying of 40

SjtintilluSf
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^int'iUus, Emperor, omitted in the Cafars 168 (nocti)

^irinus (fee Romulus)

R.

Repentance deified by Julian 192

Rhlnc^ pafled by Julian thrice 85

a fourth and fifth time 102 (note)

Rodney Lord, his pious magnanimity 29 (note)

Romulus (or Qnirinus) his banquet 148

S

Saltans^ furprifed by Julian 87

Salhifi, oration on his departure 15. 30 (note) his virtues

recalled 37, 91, 92——— the fecond, priefeftof the Eail 31 (note)

Saturnalia^ account of 146 (note)

Scipio Africanus, his friendfliip with Lselius 39. 41

&/^7/c«j Nicator, the founder of Antioch 251

Severus^ Emperor i6a

SimoniJeSf the poet, an expreffion of 308

Socrates withdrew from the bar many indifferent orators 8

preferred to Alexander 21. incapable of reforming

mankind 22 (note) Dxmon of 47. Mr. Nares's

idea of it liul. (note)

Solon, one of the wife men of Greece 6. 18. ;:37

Sophocles quoted 306
Soul, immortality of, inculcated by Julian 117

believed by all nations 196 (note)

^<iK^e;« Ezekiel, account of viii (note) Character of

his tranflation of the Caefars vii. xxviii.

Strajburgh, battle of 8^
Strato7iic(y x.\iQ w\iQ oi Seleucus, marries her fon-in-law 252

Sylvanus^x&woh of 71, 72. (note)

T.
Tahle of the Emperors from Julius Caefarto Julian 222

Tacitus, Emperor, omitted in the Csefars 169 (note)

Tarentines^ puniQied by the Romans for infulting their

ambaffadors 269
Taurus, praefeft of Italy, baniftied 101 (note)

7 Themijlius,
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ThemiJ^ius, Epillle to, account of jcxxii. 4 (note) a

fenator of Conftantinople 26 (note)

Theocritus^ quotation from ^29
Theognis^ the'poet, his maxims 256
Theofhrajlus, the philofopher 266
Thrafyleon of Menander 2^6 (note)

T7:>rajyllu5 y the philofophtr 259
Tiberius y Emperor i^z

TiUemont M. de, underftands too rigoroufly an expreflion

of Julian 245 (note)

Titus, Emperor, too harfhly treated by Julian 156 (note)

Juftified, ihid»

Trajan, Emperor 157. harangues before the Gods 195
—Decius, Emperor, omitted in the.Ccefars 165 (note)

Tranjlations of Julian by La Bleterie v. Patau viii

Spanheim viii. xxviii.

V.
Vefpafmn, Emperor 155
Vindcx C. Julius. Julian feems to reckon him among

the Emperors 155. Rebells againil Nero z^/V, (note)

Vitdlius, Emperor 155

W.
Walpole Mr. his elogium on Rouftiam 280 (note)

Warburton Bifliop, compares a paflage of Pope to

one of Julian 274 (note)

Z.
Zamolxis^, his incantations 38. 152. his do£trine 196

Zenoj the philofopher" 39, 133, 151

End of the First Volu.me*
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V. 1. 3. r. * Julien*

XXVII. 1. ii.r, * refponfible'

XXXI. note f 1. i. for

« LXXl' r. ' LXXX.'
XXXVII. 1.3. fr. the bottom,

r. 360.'

2. 1. 2. r. ' ancellors*

7 . note -j- 1 . pen. after * ap •

prehenlion', put a comma
10. notefl. i.r. ' afterifks'

note § I. I. r. KvYtv^ia

§ 2. r. U
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II
1. I. r. a^Qps/Trox
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38.

49.
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168. 1. 5. r. ' AURELIAN*
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Chryfoftom'

1. 7. For * with* r. ' by»
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248. note X !• »^'« r. ' Lous*
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312. note^I, 3,r. ' WoLFius'
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