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ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

BOOK VII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FORTY YEARS—FROM THE
DEATH OF SAUL TO THE DEATH OF DAVID.

CHAP. I.

How David reigned over one Tribe at Hebron, while the Son
of Saul reigned over the rest, and how in the Civil War
which arose Asahel and Abner were slain.

§1.

THIS fight happened to be on the same day on which
David got back to Ziklag, after his victory over the

Amalekites. And when he had been already two days at

Ziklag, there came to him the man who slew Saul, on the

third day after the fight. He had escaped out of the battle

with the Philistines, and had his clothes rent, and ashes

upon his head. And when he made his obeisance to

David, he inquired of him whence he came. He replied

from the battle of the Israelites : and informed him that

the end of it was unfortunate, many myriads of the

Israelites having been cut off, and Saul and his sons

slain. He also said, that he could give him this infor-

mation, because he was present at the victory gained

over the Hebrews, and was with the king when he fled, and
admitted that he had himself slain the king, when he was
about to be taken by the enemy, as he asked him to do,

because, when he fell on, his sword, his many wounds had
II. b
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made him so weak that he was not able to kill himself.

He also produced, as tokens that the king was slain, the

golden bracelets that had been on the king's arms, and the

crown which he had taken off Saul's dead body to bring to

him. And David being no longer able to doubt the truth

of what he said, but seeing most evident tokens that Saul

was dead, rent his garments, and continued all that day
with his companions weeping and lamenting. This grief

was augmented by his regret for Jonathan, the son of

Saul, who had been his most faithful friend, and the

author of his own safety. He also showed such virtue

and kindness for Saul, as not only to take his death to

heart, though he had been frequently in danger of losing

his life by him, but also to punish him that slew him : for

he told him that he was his own accuser, as the very man
who had slain the king, and when he learned that he

was the son of an Amalekite, he commanded him to be

slain. He also committed to writing some lamentations

and funeral panegyrics on Saul and Jonathan, which have

continued to my own time.

§ 2. Now when David had paid these honours to the

king, and left off mourning, he inquired of G-od by the

prophet which of the cities of the tribe of Judah he
bestowed upon him to dwell in ? And he answered,

that he bestowed upon him Hebron. 1 So he left Ziklag,

and went to Hebron, and took with him his two wives

and his armed men. And all the people of the fore-

mentioned tribe came to him, and elected him as their

king. And when he heard that the inhabitants of Jabesh-

Gilead had buried Saul and his sons, he sent to them and
commended them, and took what they had done kindly,

and promised to repay them for their kindness to those

that were dead ; and at the same time he informed
them, that the tribe of Judah had chosen him for their

king.

§ 3. But as soon as Abner (the son of Ner), who was
general of Saul's army, and a very active man and of good
character, knew that the king and Jonathan and his two
other sons had fallen, he made haste to the camp, andtaking
off with him the remaining son of Saul, whose name was

1 eUKhulil.
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Ishbosheth, took him to the people over the Jordan, and
made him the king of the whole nation, excepting the tribe

of Judah ; and made his royal seat in a place called in our
own language Mahanaim, 1 but in the language of the Greeks
The Camp ; from whence Abner made haste with a picked
force to fight with the tribe of Judah, for he was angry
that that tribe had set up David for their king. And Joab,
(whose father was Suri, and his mother David's sister

Zeruiah,) the general of David's army, met him according
to David's order, having with him his brothers Abishai and
Asahel, as also all David's armed men. Now when he met
Abner at a certain fountain, in the city of G-ibeon,

2 he drew
up his men in order of battle. And when Abner said to him
that he had a mind to know which of them had the most
valiant soldiers, it was agreed between them that twelve
soldiers should fight on each side. So those that were
chosen out by both the generals for this fight, came
between the two armies, and throwing their lances one
against the other, drew their swords, and catching one
another by the head, they held one another fast, and ran
their swords into each other's sides and groins, until they
all, as if by mutual agreement, perished together. When
these had fallen down dead, the rest of the army engaged,
and after a sharp contest Abner' s men were beaten ; and
as they fled, Joab did not leave off pursuing them, but
pressed hard upon them, and urged his men to follow them
close, and not to grow weary of killing them. His brothers
also pursued them with great alacrity, and especially

Asahel, the younger, who was the most eminent of them,
and very famous for swiftness of foot, for he could not
only outrun men, but is reported to have outrun a horse
that raced with him. This Asahel ran violently after

Abner, and would not turn the least out of his course,

either to the one side or to the other. Then Abner turned
back, and attempted cunningly to elude his violence.

Sometimes he bade him leave off the pursuit, and take the

armour of one of his soldiers, and again, when he could
not persuade him to do so, he exhorted him to restrain

1 Now apparently Khurbet Mahieh, fourteen miles south-east of
Beisdn, Bethshean.

2 Now el-Jib, close to and to the north of Nebv Samwil.
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himself, and not to pursue him any longer, lest he should

force him to kill him, and then he would not be able to

look his brother Joab in the face. But as Asahel would
not be persuaded, but still continued to pursue him, Abner
turned round as he fled, and stabbed him with his spear,

and mortally wounded him, so that he died immediately.

And those that had been pursuing Abner with him, when
they came to the place where Asahel lay, stood round his

dead body, and left off the pursuit of the enemy. However,
both Joab himself and his brother Abishai ran past the

dead corpse,
1 and making their anger at the death of Asahel

an occasion of greater activity against Abner, they went
on with incredible haste and alacrity, and pursued Abner
to a certain place called Amman, 2 and it was now about
sunset. Then Joab ascended a certain hill, and stood there

with the tribe of Benjamin, and took a view of Abner and
his men. Then Abner cried aloud, and said, that it was not

right that they should irritate men of the same nation to

fight so bitterly against one another, and as for Joab's

brother Asahel, he was himself in the wrong, as he would
not be persuaded not to pursue him any further, which was
the occasion of his wound and death. And Joab consented

to what he said, and accepted his words as an apology for

the killing of Asahel, and called his men back with the

sound of the trumpet, as a signal for their retreat, and put
a stop to any further pursuit. And Joab encanrped there

that night, but Abner marched all night, and crossed over

the river Jordan, and went to Ishbosheth Saul's son, to

Mahanaim. On the next day Joab counted the dead, and
had them all buried. Of Abner' s soldiers there were slain

about three hundred and sixty, but of David's only nine-

teen, besides Asahel, whose body Joab and Abishai carried

to Bethlehem ; and when they had buried him in the sepul-

chre of their fathers, they returned to Hebron to David.
From that time there began a civil war, which lasted a long

1 It ought here to be noted, that Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel,
were all three David's nephews, the sons of his sister Zeruiah, as 1

Chron. ii. 6, and that Amasa was also his nephew by his other sister,

Abigail, verse 17.—W.
2 Not identified ; it was a hill facing Giah, by the way of the wilder-

ness of Gibeon (2 Sam. ii. 24).
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while, in which the followers of David grew stronger and
came off best in the dangers they underwent, and the house
and subjects of Saul almost every day became weaker.

§ 4. About this time David had six sons, by as many
mothers. The eldest was by Abinoam and was called

Amnon ; the second was Daniel by his wife Abigail ; the

third was Absalom by Maacah, the daughter of Talmai,
king of Grehur ; the fourth, by his wife Haggith, he called

Adonijah ; the fifth was Shephatiah, by Abital ; the sixth,

by Eglah, he called Ithream. Now while this civil war
went on, and the subjects of the two kings had frequent

encounters and fights, Abner, the general of the army of

Saul's son, by his ability and great popularity with the
people, made them all continue with Ishbosheth, and in-

deed for a considerable time they continued in fidelity to

him. But afterwards, when Abner was blamed and accused
of having gone in to Saul's concubine, the daughter of Aiah,

whose name was Rizpah, and when he was censured for

it by Ishbosheth, he was very vexed and angry because he
had not justice done him by Ishbosheth, to whom he had
shown the greatest kindness, and he threatened to transfer

the kingdom to David, and to show that Ishbosheth did not

rule over the people beyond the Jordan by his own strength

and wisdom, but by his (Abner's) warlike skill and fidelity.

And he sent to Hebron to David, and asked him to give him
security upon oath that he would esteem him his companion
and his friend, on condition that he should persuade the

people to revolt from Saul's son, and choose David king of

the whole country. And when David agreed to the terms
of Abner, for he was pleased with his message to him, he
asked him as the first proof he meant to fulfil the conditions

to restore his wife Michal to him, as he had purchased her

with great risk with those six hundred heads of the Philis-

tines which he had brought to Saul her father for her hand.

So Abner took Michal from Phaltiel, who was now her hus-

band, and sent her to David, Ishbosheth himself offering

his assistance, for David had written to him that he ought
to have his wife restored to him. Abner also called together

the elders of the people, and the commanders of divisions,

and captains of thousands, and said to them that he had
dissuaded them from their intention when they were in-
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clined to forsake Ishbosheth and to join themselves to

David, but now he gave them leave to do so, if they had a

mind to it, for they knew that God had by Samuel the pro-

phet appointed David to be king of all the Hebrews, and
had foretold that he should punish the Philistines, and
overcome them, and bring them under. Now when the

elders and commanders heard this, and saw that Abner
had come over to that view of public affairs which they

had held before, they changed their party and came over

to David. And Abner called together the tribe of Ben-
jamin, for all the body-guards of Ishbosheth were of that

tribe, and he spoke to them to the same purpose. And
when he saw that they did not in the least oppose what he
said, but assented to his view, he took about twenty of his

friends and went to David, to receive himself security upon
oath from him, for we esteem those things more sure

which we do ourselves than those which we do by proxy.

He also gave him an account of what he had said to the

commanders, and to the whole tribe of Benjamin. And
when David had received him in a gracious manner, and
had treated him with great hospitality for many days,

Abner, when he was dismissed, asked for leave to bring

the tribes with him, that he might hand over the kingdom
to David when he could see and be seen.

§ 5. Directly David had sent Abner away, Joab, the

general of his army, came to Hebron, and when he learnt

that Abner had been with David, and had parted with
him a little before, on conditions and agreements that the
kingdom should be handed over to David, he feared lest

David should place Abner, who would assist him to gain
the kingdom, in the first rank and dignity, especially as

Abner was a clever man in other respects in understanding
affairs and in taking occasion by the hand, and that he
himself should be put lower, and be deprived of the com-
mand of the army, so he took a knavish and wicked course.

In the first place he endeavoured to calumniate Abner to

the king, urging him to be on his guard against him, and
not to pay attention to what he had engaged to do for him,
because all he did tended to confirm the kingdom to Saul's

son : that he came to him deceitfully and with guile, and
was gone away in hopes of gaining his purpose by subtilty.
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But as he could not persuade David, and saw that he was
not at all exasperated, he betook himself to a project bolder
than the former. He determined to kill Abner, and sent

some messengers after him, and ordered them, when they
should overtake him, to recall him in David's name, who had
some matters to tell him about his affairs, which he had not
remembered to speak of when he was with him. Now when
Abner heard what the messengers said (for they overtook
him in a certain place called Besira,

1 which was twenty fur-

longs from Hebron), he suspected nothing of whatwas going
to happen, and returned. And Joab met him in the gate,

and received him in the kindest manner, as if he were Abner's
greatest well-wisher and friend ; for those who undertake
vile actions, in order to prevent any suspicion of their in-

tention, frequently pretend to be really good. And he
took him aside from his own followers, as if he would
speak with him in private, and led him to a solitary part

of the gate, having nobody with him but his brother
Abishai, and he drew his sword and smote him in the
groin. Thus Abner died by Joab's treachery, which was, he
said himself, to avenge his brother Asahel, whom Abner
smote and slew as he was pursuing after him in the battle

of Hebron, but really from fear of losing his command
of the army, and his position with the king, and that

Abner would obtain the first place in David's court.

By this anyone may learn how much and great wickedness
men will venture upon for ambition and power, and not to

be behind anyone else. For as when they are desirous of

power, they acquire it by ten thousand evil practices,

so when they are afraid of losing it, they get it secured

to them by much worse practices than the former, as

if they thought no more terrible calamity could befall

them than not to gain exalted authority, or when they
have got it, and by long custom found the sweetness

of it, to lose it again ; and since this last would be the

heaviest of all afflictions, they all of them contrive and
venture upon the most desperate actions from fear of

losing it. But let these few reflections suffice on the

subject.

1 In 2 Sam. iii. 26, the place is called ' the well of Sirah.' It is now
'Ain Sarah, near Hebron.
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§ 6. When David heard that Abner was slain, it grieved

his soul, and he called all men to witness, stretching out

his right hand to G-od, and crying aloud, that he was not

partaker of the murder of Abner, and that his death was
not procured by his command or wish. He also imprecated

the heaviest curses on him that slew him, and on his whole
house, and on all accessories in the murder. For he was
anxious not to seem to have had any hand in the murder,

contrary to the assurances he had given, and the oaths he
had taken to Abner. And he commanded all the people

to weep and lament for him, and to honour his dead body
with the usual solemnities by rending their garments and
putting on sackcloth, and so attired to go before the bier,

which he followed himself, with the elders and those that

were in authority, lamenting Abner, and by his tears de-

monstrating his good-will to him while he was alive, and
his sorrow for him now he was dead, and that he was not

murdered with his consent. And he buried him at Hebron
in a magnificent manner, and composed funeral elegies for

him : and stood next to the tomb weeping, and caused
others to do the same. Nay, so deeply did the death of

Abner trouble him, that his companions could by no means
force him to take any food, for he affirmed with an oath

that he would taste nothing till the sun was set. This
behaviour gained him the good-will of the people ; for

such as had an affection for Abner were mightily pleased

with the respect he paid him now he was dead, and his

observation of the faith he had plighted to him, which was
showed in his vouchsafing to him all the usual funeral

ceremonies, as if he had been his kinsman and friend, and
not suffering him to be insulted by a neglected and dis-

honourable burial, as if he had been his enemy ; and the

entire nation rejoiced at the king's gentleness and mild-

ness of disposition, everyone thinking that the king would
have paid the same respect to him in the like circumstances

as he showed in the burial of Abner. And indeed in

this David principally intended to gain a good reputation,

and so took care to do what was proper in the case, so

none suspected him as the author of Abner' s death. He
said also to the people, that he was greatly troubled at the

death of so good a man, and that the affairs of the He-
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brews had suffered great detriment by being deprived of

him who was competent to preserve them by his excellent

advice, and by the strength of his hands in war. And he

added, "G-od, who observes everything, will not suffer Abner
to die unavenged ; but know ye, that I am not able to do
anything to these sons of Zeruiah, Joab and Abishai,

who have more power than I have, but G-od will requite

their wickedness on their own heads." Such was the death

of Abner.

CHAP. II.

How, upon the Murder of Ishbosheth by the Treachery of his

Friends, David received the whole Kingdom.

§1.

WHEN Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, heard of the death

of Abner, he took it greatly to heart to be deprived

of a man that was of his kindred, and had indeed given

him the kingdom, and hewas grievously afflicted, forAbner's

death very much troubled him. Nor did he himself survive

any long time, but was treacherously slain by the sons of

Hieremmon, Banaotha and Thannus, who being Benjamites

of the first rank, thought if they should slay Ishbosheth,

they would obtain great presents from David, and get some
military command, or some other post. So finding him
alone asleep at noon in his bed-chamber, when none of his

guards were there, and when the woman that kept the door

was not awake, but had fallen asleep also, partly on account

of the labour she had undergone, partly from the heat,

they went into the room in which Saul's son lay asleep,

and slew him ; they also cut off his head, and travelled all

that night, and the next day, supposing themselves flying

away from those they had injured, to one that would take

their action as a favour, and give them security. So they

came to Hebron, and showed David the head of Ishbosheth,

and introduced themselves to him as his well-wishers, who
had killed his rival for the kingdom. But David did not

approve of what they had done, as they had expected, but

said to them, " Vilest of wretches, you shall immediately
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receive the punishment you deserve. Did not you know how
I punished him that murdered Saul, and brought me his

crown of gold, and that though he slew him as a favour,

that he might not be taken alive by his enemies ? Or did
you imagine that I am altered in my disposition, and not
the same man I was, to be pleased with evil-doers, and to be
grateful to you for your vile murder of your master, having
slain a righteous man upon his bed, who never did evil to

anybody, and treated you with great good-will and honour?
Wherefore you shall suffer the punishment due on his

account, and also that you owe me for supposing that I

should take Ishbosheth's death kindly at your hands, for

you could not lay a greater blot on my reputation than by
such a suspicion." When David had said this, he had
them tormented with all sorts of torments, and then put to

death ; and with all accustomed rites he laid the head of

Ishbosheth in the grave of Abner.

§ 2. When these things were brought to this conclusion,

all the principal men of the Hebrew people came to David
to Hebron, as the captains of thousands and other rulers,

and delivered themselves up to him, reminding him of the

good-will they had borne him in Saul's lifetime, and the

honour they had not ceased to pay him when he was captain

of a thousand, as also that he was chosen by God as king
through Samuel the prophet, he and his sons after him, and
pointing out besides, how G-od had given him power to save

the land of the Hebrews by overcoming the Philistines. And
he received graciously their zeal on his behalf, and exhorted
them to continue in it, for they should have no reason to re-

pent of being thus disposed to him. So when he had feasted

them, and treated them graciously, he sent them home to

bring all the people to him ; upon which there came to him
about six thousand eight hundred armed men of the tribe

of Judah, who had shields and spears for their weapons,
who had adhered hitherto to Saul's son, when the rest of

the tribe of Judah chose David for their king. There
came also seven thousand one hundred from the tribe of

Simeon. From the tribe of Levi there came four thousand
seven hundred, with Jehoiada for their leader. After

these came Zadok the high priest, with twenty-two cap-

tains of his kindred. Of the tribe of Benjamin came four
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thousand armed men, for the rest of the tribe held aloof,

hoping that some one of the house of Saul would yet be

king over them. Of the tribe of Ephraim were twenty

thousand eight hundred mighty men of valour eminent

for their strength. Of the half tribe of Manasseh came
eighteen thousand of the strongest men. Of the tribe of

Issachar came two hundred who foreknew what was to

come hereafter, and twenty thousand armed men. Of the

tribe of Zebulun came fifty thousand chosen warriors.

This was the only tribe that came entirely in to David, and
all these had the same weapons as the tribe of G-ad. Of
the tribe of Nephthali the eminent men and rulers were one

thousand, whose weapons were shields and spears, and the

tribe itself followed after, being innumerable. Of the tribe

of Dan there were twenty-seven thousand six hundred
chosen men. Of the tribe of Asher were forty thousand.

Of the two tribes that were beyond the Jordan, and half the

tribe of Manasseh, armed with shields and spears and
helmets and swords, were a hundred and twenty thousand.

The rest of the tribes also made use of swords. This mul-

titude came together to Hebron to David, with a great

quantity of corn and wine and all other sorts of food, and
established David in the kingdom with one consent. And
when the people had rejoiced and feasted for three days in

Hebron, David and all the people removed and came to

Jerusalem.

CHAP. III.

How David laid Siege to Jerusalem, and when he had taken

the City, cast the Canaanites out of it, and brought in the

Jews to inhabit it.

§1-

NOW the Jebusites, who inhabited Jerusalem, and
were Canaanites by race, shut their gates, and placed

the blind and the lame and all their maimed persons

upon the walls to mock at the king, and said that even

these would hinder his entrance into it. This they did

contemptuously relying on the strength of their walls.

And David was enraged, and began the siege of Jerusalem,
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and employed his utmost diligence and energy, intending

by the taking of this place to prove his strength, and to

awe all others that might exhibit a similar spirit to him,

and he took the lower city by storm, but the citadel held

out still, so the king, knowing that the offer of honour and
rewards would encourage the soldiers to greater energy,

promised that he who should first cross the moat beneath
the citadel, and should ascend to the citadel itself and take

it, should have the command of the entire people conferred

upon him. So they were all eager to ascend, and thought
no pains too great to get up there, from their desire of the

chief command. But Joab, the son of Zeruiah, got up first,

and as soon as he had got up to the citadel, cried out to the

king, and claimed the chief command.
§ 2. When David had cast the Jebusites out of the

citadel, he rebuilt Jerusalem, and called it the City of

David,1 and abode there all the time of his reign. But the

time that he reigned over the tribe of Judah only at Heb-
ron was seven years and six months. And after he had
chosen Jerusalem to be his royal city, his affairs prospered
more and more by the providence of God, who took care

that they should improve and wax greater. Hiram also,

the king of the Tyrians, sent ambassadors to him, and
made a league of mutual friendship and alliance with him.
He also sent him presents of cedar-trees, and artificers car-

penters and builders, to build him a royal palace at Jeru-

salem. Now David built round about the lower city, and
also joined the citadel to it, and made it one work, and
when he had surrounded it with walls, he appointed Joab
to take care of them. [It was David therefore who first

cast the Jebusites out of Jerusalem, and called it after

himself the City of David, for in the days of our fore-

father Abraham it was called Solyma, and after that time
some say that Homer mentions it by the name of Solyma.
And he called the temple Solyma, 2 which in the Hebrew
language denotes security.] Now the whole time from the

warfare under Joshua our general against the Canaanites,

and from the war in which he overcame them, and dis-

1 The ' City of David,' or ' stronghold of Zion,' 2 Sam. v. 7, was on
the eastern hill between the Kedron and the Tyropoeon valleys.

a Comp. Jewish War, vi. 10.
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tributed their land among the Hebrews, was five hundred
and fifteen years. Nor conld the Israelites ever cast the
Canaanites out of Jerusalem until David took it by siege.

§ 3. I shall here mention Araunah, who was a wealthy
Jebusite, but was not slain by David in the siege of Jeru-

salem, because of the good-will he bore to the Hebrews,
and because of a certain affection and zeal he had to the

king himself, which I shall speak of as occasion offers.

Now David married other wives over and above those which
he had before : he also kept concubines. And he begat
eleven sons, whose names were Amnon, Emnos, Eban,
Nathan, Solomon, Jebar, Elien, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenae,

Eliphale, and also a daughter Tamar. Of these sons nine

were born of legitimate wives, but the two last-named of

concubines, and Tamar had the same mother as Absalom.

CHAP. IV.

How, when David had conquered the Philistines, who made
War against him at Jerusalem, he removed the Ark to

Jerusalem, and had a mind to build a Temple.

§i-

WHEN the Philistines understood that David was made
king by the Hebrews, they led an army against him

to Jerusalem, and when they had occupied the valley called

the valley of the G-iants,
1 a place not far from the city, they

pitched their camp therein. But the king of the Jews,
who never permitted himself to do anything without pro-

phecy,
2 and the command of G-od, and without relying on

him as a security for the time to come, bade the high priest

1 In 2 Sam. v. 19, the ' valley of Rephaim; ' according to Ant. vii.

12, § 4, the valley extended from Jerusalem to Bethlehem ; it is now
called el-Bu/cet'a.

2 It deserves here to be remarked, that Saul very rarely, and David
very frequently, consulted God by Urim, and that David aimed always
to depend, not on his own prudence, or abilities, but on the divine direc-

tion, contrary to Saul's practice. And when Michal laughed at David's
dancing before the ark, it is probable she did so because her father

Saul did not use to pay such a regard to the ark, to the Urim there

inquired by, or to God's worship before it, and because she thought it

beneath the dignity of a king to be so religious.—W.
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foretell to him what was the will of God, and what would
be the event of the battle. And when the high priest fore-

told that he should gain victory and dominion, David led

his army out against the Philistines ; and when the battle

began he suddenly fell upon the enemy's rear, and slew

some of them, and put the rest to flight. And let no one

suppose that it was a small army of the Philistines that

came against the Hebrews, conjecturing so from the sud-

denness of their defeat, and from their having performed

no great action worth recording, or from the slowness of

their march and want of courage ; but let him know that

all Syria and Phoenicia, with many other warlike nations

besides, fought with them and had a share in the war.

And this was the only reason why, when they had been so

often conquered, and had lost so many ten thousands of

their men, they still attacked the Hebrews with a greater

force. Indeed, when they failed in their purpose in these

battles, they came against David with an army three times

as numerous as before, and pitched their camp on the same
spot of ground as before. The king of Israel therefore in-

quired of God again concerning the event of the battle, and
the high priest prophesied to him that he should keep his

army in the groves called the Groves of Weeping, 1 which
were not far from the enemy's camp, and that he should

not move, nor begin to fight, till the trees of the groves

should be in motion without the wind's blowing, and as

soon as these trees moved, and the time foretold to him by
God was come, he should without delay go out to gain a

certain and evident victory. For the columns of the enemy
did not wait his attack, but retreated at the first onset, and
he closely followed and slew them, and pursued them to

the city of Gazar, 2 which is the border of their country, and
spoiled their camp, in which he found great riches, and de-

stroyed their gods.

§ 2. When this proved the issue of the battle, David
thought good, upon a consultation with the elders and

1 In 2 Sam. v. 23, ' the mulberry (or balsam) trees.' It is possibly the

same place as the ' Valley of Baca,' Ps. lxxxiv. 6, and perhaps the

Valley of Hinnom.
" Gezer, now Tell Jezar, four miles west of 'Amivds, Emmaus-Nico-

polis.



CHAP. IV.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 15

commanders and captains of thousands, to send for those
of all his countrymen that were in the flower of their age
from the whole land, and also for the priests and the
Levites, to go to Kirjathjearim, 1

to bring up the ark of God
out of that city and carry it to Jerusalem, and there to

keep it, and to offer those sacrifices and other honours with
which G-od was well pleased. For had they done thus in

the reign of Saul, they would not have undergone any great
misfortunes at all. So when all the people were come
together, as they had resolved to do, the king came to the
ark, which the priests brought out of the house of Amina-
dab, and laid it upon a new cart, and permitted their

brothers and children to draw it as well as the oxen.
Before it went the king and the whole people with him,
chanting praises to God, and singing all sorts of national
songs, with the varied sound of musical instruments,
and with dancing and singing of psalms, as also with
the sound of trumpets and of cymbals, and so brought
the ark to Jerusalem. But when they reached the thresh-
ing-floor of Chidon, a place so called, Uzzah was slain bv
the anger of God, for as the oxen stumbled, he stretched
out his hand, and would needs take hold of the ark to

steady it. And as he was not a priest, and yet touched
the ark, God struck him dead. And both the king and
people were displeased at the death of Uzzah, and the
place where he died is still called the Breach of Uzzah 2

to

this day. And David was afraid, and imagined that if he
received the ark to himself into his own city, he would suffer

as Uzzah had suffered, who, upon his mere putting out
his hand to the ark, died in the manner already mentioned,
so he did not receive it to himself into his own city, but
carried it aside to a certain place, belonging to a righ-

teous man, whose name was Obededom, by race a Levite,

and deposited the ark with him. And it remained there
three entire months, and benefitted the house of Obede-
dom, and conferred many blessings upon it. And when
the king heard what had befallen Obededom, and how

1 Probably Kkurbet 'Erma, four miles west of the hill overlooking 'Ain
Shems, Bethshemesh.

2 Perez-Uzzah; the place is not known; in 2 Sam. vi. 6, the owner
of the threshing floor is called Nacon.
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from a poor man in a low estate he was become exceedingly

wealthy, and the object of envy to all those that saw or in-

quired after his house, he felt confident that he should

meet with no misfortune, and transferred the ark to his

own city, the priests carrying it, while seven companies of

singers marshalled in order by the king went before it, and

he himself played on the harp and danced, insomuch, that

when his wife Michal, the daughter of Saul our first king,

saw him so doing, she jeered at him. And when they had
brought in the ark, they placed it in the tabernacle which

David had pitched for it, and he offered costly sacrifices

and peace-offerings, and feasted the whole people, and
dealt out to women and men and infants a loaf of bread and
a cake, and another cake baked in a pan, with a portion

of the sacrifice. And when he had thus feasted the

people, he sent them away, and himself returned to his

own house.

§ 3. And when Michal his wife, the daughter of Saul,

came and stood by him, she wished him all happiness, and
prayed that whatever he should desire might be given him
to the utmost by God, and that he would be favourable to

him ; but she blamed him, that so great a king as he was
should dance in an unseemly manner, and in his dancing

uncover himself among the slaves and handmaidens. But
he replied, that he was not ashamed to do what was
acceptable to God, who had preferred him before her father

and all others, and that he would frequently play and
dance without any regard either to what the handmaidens

or she herself thought of it. So this Michal had no children

by David, but when she was afterwards married to him
to whom Saul her father had given her (for at this time

David had taken her away from him and kept her him-

self), she bore five children. But concerning these matters

I shall speak in their place.

§ 4. Now, when the king saw that his affairs grew better

almost every day by the will of God, he thought it a sin that,

while he himself dwelt in stately houses made of cedar, and

beautifully furnished, he should suffer the ark to be laid in

a tabernacle, and was desirous to build a temple to God,

as Moses had foretold. And when he had discoursed with

Nathan the prophet about these things, and been bidden
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by him to do whatever he had a mind to do, having God
with him as his helper in all things, he was the more ready-

to set about the building. But God appeared to Nathan
that very night, and commanded him to tell David that he

took his purpose and his desires kindly, since nobody had
before taken it into their head to build him a temple,

although in spite of his notion he would not permit him to

build him a temple, because he had made many wars, and
was defiled with the slaughter of his enemies ; however,

after his death in old age, when he had lived a long life,

life, there should be a temple built by a son of his, who
should succeed to the kingdom after him, and should be

called Solomon, whom he promised to befriend and take

care of, as a father takes care of his son, by preserving the

kingdom to his son's posterity, and delivering it to them,

but he would punish him, if he sinned, with disease and
barrenness of land. When David understood this from
the prophet, he was very joyful at this sure knowledge
of the continuance of the kingdom to his posterity, and
that his house should be splendid and very famous, and he
went to the ark and fell down on his face, and began to

adore God and return thanks to him for all his benefits,

as well for those that he had already bestowed upon him
in raising him from a low state and the employment
of a shepherd to so great extent of dominion and glory,

as for those also which he promised to his posterity, and
for the providence by which he had procured the Hebrews
the liberty they enjoyed. And when he had said thus, and
had sung a hymn of praise to God, he went his way.

ii.
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CHAP. V.

How David subdued the Philistines, and the Moabites, and

the Kings of Sophene, and of Damascus, and of the

Syrians, as also the Idumaeans, in War; and how he

made a League with the King of Hamath ; and was

mindful of the Friendship that Jonathan, the Son of

Saul, had had to him.

§i-

A LITTLE while after this he considered that he ought

to make war against the Philistines, and not to allow

any idleness or slackness in his rule, that when he had
overthrown his enemies, as G-od had foretold to him, he

might leave his posterity to reign in peace afterwards. So

he called together his army again, and charged them to be

ready and prepared for war, and when he thought that

all things in his army were in a good state, he started

from Jerusalem, and marched against the Philistines. And
when he had overcome them in battle, and had cut off a

great part of their country and annexed it to the country

of the Hebrews, he transferred the war to the Moabites
;

and when he had cut to pieces two parts of their army in

battle, he took the remaining part captive, and imposed

tribute upon them, to be paid annually. He then made
war against Adrazar, the son of Araus, king of Sophene, 1

and when he had joined battle with him at the river

Euphrates, he cut to pieces twenty thousand of his foot,

and about seven thousand of his horse. He also took

about a thousand of his chariots, and destroyed most

of them, and ordered that only one hundred should be

kept.
2

1 Comp. Ant. viii. 7, § 6. In 2 Sam. viii. 3, Hadadezer is called
1 King of Zobah,' that is of Aram Zobah, which lay eastward of Ccele-

syria, and extended north-east to the Euphrates. Sophene was a district

of Armenia lying between the Antitaurus and Mount Masius, that is the

region round Kharput.
2 David's reserving only 100 chariots for himself out of 1,000 he had

taken was most probably done in compliance with the law of Moses,

which forbade a king of Israel to ' multiply horses to himself,' Deut.

xvii. 16, one of the principal uses of horses in Judsea at that time being

for drawing their chariots. See Josh. xii. 6, Antiq. v. 1, § 18.—W.
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§ 2. Now when Hadad, king of Damascus and Syria,

heard that David fought against Adrazar, who was his

friend, he came to his assistance with a powerful army,
hoping to rescue him, but when he joined battle with
David at the river Euphrates, he came off not as well as

he expected, for he lost the battle and a great number
of his soldiers ; for there were twenty thousand slain in

the army of Hadad, and all the rest fled. Nicolaus [of

Damascus] also makes mention of this king, in the fourth

book of his histories, where he speaks as follows: " A great

while after these things had happened, there was one of

the natives of that country whose name was Hadad, who
became very powerful, and reigned over Damascus, and
the rest of Syria, excepting Phoenicia. He made war
against David, the king of Judaea, and tried his fortune in

many battles, and particularly in the last battle at the
Euphrates, wherein he was beaten. He seemed to have
been the most notable of all their kings for strength and
bravery." And besides this he says of his posterity, that

after his death they succeeded one another in his kingdom
and name, for he thus speaks :

" When Hadad was dead,

his posterity reigned for ten generations, each of his suc-

cesssors receiving from his father both his dominions and
name, as was the case with the Ptolemies in Egypt. But
the third was the most powerful of them all, and wished to

avenge the defeat his forefather had received, so he made an
expedition against the Jews, and laid waste the region which
is now called Samaritis." Nor did he err from the truth,

for he means that Hadad who made an expedition against

Samaria in the reign of Ahab king of Israel ; about whom
I shall speak in due place hereafter.

§ 3. Now when David had made an expedition against

Damascus, and the rest of Syria, and had brought it all

into subjection, and had placed garrisons in the country,

and ordered that they should pay tribute, he returned

home. He also dedicated to God at Jerusalem the golden
quivers and the entire armour which the guards of Hadad
used to wear, which Shishak the king of Egypt took away
afterwards, when he fought with David's grandson Reho-
boam, with a great deal of other wealth which he carried

out of Jerusalem. However, I shall narrate all this when



20 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK VII.

I come to the proper place. As for the king of the

Hebrews, he was assisted by God, who gave him great

success in his wars, and made an expedition against the

best cities of Adrazar, Betah * and Machon, 2 which he took

by storm, and plundered. There was found in them
a very great quantity of gold and silver, besides that sort

of brass which is said to be more valuable than gold, of

which brass Solomon made the large vessel which was
called the [brazen] sea, and those most beautiful lavers,

when he built the temple to God.

§ 4 But when the king of Hamath 3 was informed of the

ill success of Adrazar, and had heard of the destruction

of his army, he was afraid on his own account, and re-

solved to make a league of friendship and fidelity with

David before he should come against him, so he sent

to him his son Adoram, and professed that he owed
him thanks for his fighting against Adrazar who was
his enemy, and offered him a league of mutual alliance

and friendship. He also sent him as presents vessels

of ancient workmanship, both in gold and silver and
brass. And when David had made this league of mutual
alliance with Thaenus (for that was the name of the

king of Hamath), and had received the presents he sent

him, he dismissed his son with the honour that was due
on both sides, and took the presents that were sent by
Thaenus, as also the rest of the gold and silver which he
had taken from the cities he had captured and the nations

whom he had conquered, and dedicated them to God.
Nor did God give him victory and success only when he
went to war in person and led his own army, but he also

gave victory over the Idumseans to Abishai, the brother of

Joab the commander-in-chief of the army, and by him to

David who had sent him with an army into Idumsea, for

Abishai cut to pieces eighteen thousand of them in battle.

And David placed garrisons through all Idumaaa, 4 and

1 Correctly ' Bettsea,' the Betah of 2 Sam. viii. 8, called Tibhath in

1 Chr. xviii. 8.
2 The Berothai of 2 Sam. viii. 8, not identified.
? Hama, in the valley of the Orontcs.
4 Edom, that is the country south of Moab, of which Petra was the

capital.
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received tribute from the country, and from every person

in it. He was in his nature just, and dispensed justice with
strict regard to truth. He had for the general of his

whole army Joab, and he made Jehoshaphat, the son of

Ahilud, recorder. He also appointed Zadok, of the family

of Phinehas, to be high priest with Abiathar (for he was
his friend). He also made Seisan the scribe, and gave

the command over his body-guards to Benaiah the son of

Jehoiada. His elder sons were near his person and had
the care of it also.

§ 5. He also remembered the covenants and oaths he
had made with Jonathan the son of Saul, and the friend-

ship and affection Jonathan had for him ; for besides all

the rest of the excellent qualities with which he was en-

dowed, he was exceedingly mindful of such as had at any
time bestowed benefits upon him. He therefore gave order

that inquiry should be made, whether any of Jonathan's

family were living, to whom he might make due return for

the great friendship of Jonathan for him. And when
one of Saul's freedmen was brought to him, called Ziba,

who was acquainted with those of the family that were
still living, he asked him, " Whether he could tell him of

any one belonging to Jonathan that was now alive, and
able to receive a return of. the benefits which he had re-

ceived from Jonathan? " And he told him that a son of

Jonathan was left, whose name was Mephibosheth, who
was lame in his feet, for when his nurse heard that the

father and grandfather of the child had fallen in battle, she

snatched him up and fled away, and dropped him from her

shoulders, and his feet were lamed. And when the king

learned where and by whom he was brought up, he sent

messengers to the city of Lodebar 1
to Machir, at whose

house the son of Jonathan was brought up, and sent for

him to come to him. And when Mephibosheth came to

the king, he fell on his face and prostrated himself before

him, but David bade him be of good cheer and expect

better times. And he gave him his father's house, and all

the substance that his grandfather Saul was in possession

of, and bade him come and eat with him at his own table,

1 Possibly the same as Debir, or Lidebir, Josh. xiii. 26, a frontier

town of Gad, not yet identified.
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and never to be absent one day from that table. And
when the youth had prostrated himself before him on
account of his words and gifts, the king called for Ziba,

and told him that he had given the youth his father's

house and all Saul's possessions. He also ordered that Ziba
should cultivate the land, and look after it, and bring
Mephibosheth the profits of all to Jerusalem. And David
entertained him at his table every day ; and bestowed
upon the youth Ziba and his fifteen sons, and his twenty
servants. When the king had made these arrangements,
Ziba prostrated himself before him, and promised to do all

that he had bidden him, and went his way. And this son

of Jonathan dwelt at Jerusalem, and fed at the king's

table, and had the same care taken of him that a son

would get. He had also a son, whom he called Micha.

CHAP. VI.

How War was waged against the Ammonites, and happily

concluded.

§i-

SUCH were the honours that those who were left of

Saul's and Jonathan's family received from David.
About this time died Nahash, the king of the Ammonites,
who was a friend of David, and when his son succeeded
his father in the kingdom, David sent ambassadors to him
to comfort him, and exhorted him to take his father's

death patiently, and to expect that the same kindness
would continue to himself as had been showed to his father.

But the princes of the Ammonites took this message in

bad part, and not as David intended it, arid excited the
king to resent it, and said that David had sent men to spy
out the country and its strength, under the pretext of kind-
ness. They further advised him to hava a care, and not to

give heed to David's words, lest he should be deluded by
him, and so fall into irreparable disaster. So Nahash'

s

son, the king of the Ammonites, thought these princes

spoke what was more probable than the real truth, and
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abused the ambassadors in a very sharp manner, and
shaved off half their beards, and cut off half their garments,
and sent his answer not in words but in deeds. When the

king of Israel saw this, he was moved with indignation, and it

was plain that he would not overlook this injurious and con-

tumelious treatment, but would make war on the Ammo-
nites, and would avenge this shameful treatment of his

ambassadors on their king. So that king's intimate friends

and commanders, understanding that they had violated

their league, and were bound to be punished for the same,
made preparations for war ; they also sent a thousand
talents to the Syrian king of Mesopotamia, and endeavoured
to prevail with him to assist them for that money, and to

Shobach. Now these kings had twenty thousand foot.

They also subsidized the king of the Amalekites, and a
fourth king called Ishtob, and these had twelve thousand
armed men.

§ 2. But David was under no consternation at this con-

federacy, nor at the forces of the Ammonites, but putting
his trust in Grod, because he was going to war in a just

cause on account of the injurious treatment he had met
with, he at once despatched Joab, the captain of his host,

against them, and gave him the flower of his army. And
he pitched his camp by Kabbah, 1 the metropolis of the

Ammonites ; whereupon the enemy sallied out, and set

themselves in array, not all of them together, but in two
bodies ; for the auxiliaries were set in array in the plain

by themselves, but the army of the Ammonites was at the

gates over against the Hebrews. When Joab saw this, he
opposed one stratagem against another, and picked out the

bravest of his men, and set them in opposition to the king

of Syria and the kings that were with him, and handed
over the rest of his army to his brother Abishai, and bade
him set them in opposition to the Ammonites, and told

him, that in case he should see that the Syrians pressed

him (Joab) hard, and were too much for him, he should

order his troops to turn about and assist him, and promised
that he would do the same by him if he saw him hard

1 Kabbah, or Rabbath Ammon, afterwards Philadelphia, one of the

cities of Decapolis, was east of Jordan, in the highlands of Gilead ; it is

now 'Amman.
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pressed by the Ammonites. So lie sent his brother for-

ward, and encouraged him to do everything courageously

and with zeal, which would make them afraid of disgrace

and fight manfully, and so dismissed him to fight with the

Ammonites, while he himself fell upon the Syrians. And
though they stoutly resisted for a while, Joab slew many
of them, and compelled the rest to betake themselves to

flight ; and when the Ammonites saw this, and were also

afraid of Abishai and his division, they stayed no longer,

but imitated their auxiliaries, and fled to the city. And
Joab, when he had thus overcome the enemy, returned in

triumph to Jerusalem to the king.

§ 3. Still this defeat did not induce the Ammonites to

be quiet, nor did finding the Hebrews the better men
make them peaceful, but they sent to Ohalaman, the king of

the Syrians beyond the Euphrates, and subsidized him as

an auxiliary. He had Shobach for the captain of his host,

with eighty thousand foot, and ten thousand horse. Now
when the king of the Hebrews understood that the Am-
monites had gathered so great an army together, he deter-

mined to make war with them no longer by his generals,

so he passed over the river Jordan himself with all his

army ; and when he met them he joined battle with them,

and overcame them, and slew forty thousand of their foot,

and seven thousand of their horse. He also mortally

wounded Shobach, the general of Chalaman's forces. And
the people of Mesopotamia, upon such a conclusion of the

battle, delivered themselves up to David, and sent him
presents. And he at winter-time returned to Jerusalem,

but at the beginning of the spring he sent Joab, the cap-

tain of the host, to fight against the Ammonites ; and he
over-ran all their country, and laid it waste, and shut

them up in their metropolis Eabbah, and besieged them
therein.



CHAP. VII.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 25

CHAP. VII.

Hoiv David fell in love with Bathsheba, and slew her husband
Uriah, for which he was reproved by Nathan.

BUT David fell now into a very grievous sin, though he
was by nature a righteous and religious man, and one

that strictly observed the laws of our fathers. Late one
evening taking a view from the roof of his royal palace, on
which he used to walk at that hour, he saw a woman taking
a cold bath in her own house ; she was of extraordinary
beauty, and therein surpassed all other women, her
name was Bathsheba. He was so overcome by her beauty,

that he was not able to restrain his desires, but sent for

her, and lay with her. And she conceived, and sent to the

king, that he might contrive some way of concealing her
sin (for according to the laws of our fathers a woman
guilty of adultery ought to be put to death). So the king
sent for the woman's husband, whose name was Uriah, and
who was Joab's armour-bearer, from the siege ; and when he
was come, the king inquired of him about the army, and
about the siege. And when he had made answer that

everything went according to their wishes, the king took
some portions of meat from his supper and gave them to

him, and bade him go home to his wife, and take his rest

with her. But Uriah did not do so, but slept near the

king with the rest of the armour-bearers. When the king-

was informed of this next day, he asked him why he had
not gone home to his house and wife after so long an ab-

sence ? for that was the natural custom of all men, when
they came off a journey. He replied that it was not right,

while his fellow soldiers and the general of the army slept

upon the ground in camp in the enemy's country, that he
should go and take his rest and disport himself with his

wife. When he had thus replied, the king ordered him to

stay there that day too, and he would dismiss him next

day to the general. And the king invited Uriah to supper,

and in a cunning and dexterous manner plied him with
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drink at supper, till he was drunk, yet did he nevertheless

sleep at the king's doors, without any desire for his wife.

Upon this the king was very vexed, and wrote to Joab, and
commanded him to punish Uriah, for he told him that he
had offended him, and he suggested the manner in which
he would have him punished, that it might not be dis-

covered that he was himself the author of his punish-
ment ; for he charged him to set him over against
that part of the enemy's army where the attack would
be most dangerous, and where he might be in the greatest

jeopardy by being left, for he bade Joab order Uriah's
fellow soldiers to retire from the fight. When he had
written this, and sealed the letter with his own seal, he
gave it to Uriah to carry to Joab. When Joab had received

it, and upon reading it understood the king's purpose, he
set Uriah in the place where he knew the enemy would be
most troublesome to him, and gave him some of the best

soldiers in the army, and said that he would come to his

assistance with the whole army, if they could break down
some part of the wall and enter the city. And he desired
him to be glad of the opportunity of exposing himself to

such danger and not to be displeased at it, since he was a
valiant soldier, and had a great reputation for his valour
both with the king and with his countrymen. And when
Uriah undertook the work he was set upon with alacrity,

Joab gave private orders to those who were to be his com-
panions, that when they saw the enemy make a sally, they
should retire. When, therefore, the Hebrews made an
assault upon the city, the Ammonites were afraid that the
enemy might be too quick for them, and get into the city

at the very place where Uriah was posted, so they put their

best soldiers in the front, and opened their gate suddenly,
and fell upon the enemy with great vehemence at the
double. And when those that were with Uriah saw this

they all retreated, as Joab had told them beforehand ; but
Uriah, being ashamed to run away and leave his post,

waited the attack of the enemy, and bore the brunt
of their onset, and slew many of them, but being sur-

rounded and intercepted by them he was slain, and a few
of his companions were slain with him.

§ 2. When this had happened, Joab sent messengers to
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the king, and ordered them to tell him that he had done
what he could to take the city soon, but that, as they
made an assault on the wall, they had been forced to retire

with great loss ; and he bade them, if they saw the king
was angry, to add that Uriah was slain. When the
king heard the messengers, he was displeased at their

news, and said that they had done wrong to make an as-

sault on the wall, whereas they ought to have endeavoured
to take the city by undermining and other stratagems of

war, especially as they had the example of Abimelech, the
son of G-ideon, who would needs attempt to take the tower
of Thebez l by storm, and was killed by a large stone thrown
at him by an old woman, and although he was a man
of great prowess, died ignominiously from the dangerous
manner of his assault. He said that they should have re-

membered this, and not gone near the enemy's wall, for

the best method of making war with success was to call to

mind the incidents of former wars, and what good or bad
success had attended them in the like dangers, that so they
might imitate the one, and avoid the other. As the king was
in this disposition, the messenger told him that Uriah was
slain also, whereupon he was pacified, and bade the mes-
senger go back to Joab, and tell him that this misfortune
was a common one, and one to be naturally expected in war,
in which sometimes one side would have success, sometimes
another, and he ordered him to go on still in his care

about the siege, that no ill accident might befall him in it

again ; let them raise bulwarks, and use machines in

besieging the city; and when they had captured it, let

them overturn its very foundations, and destroy all those
that were in it. And the messenger carried the king's

message with which he was charged, and hastened back to

Joab. And when Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, was in-

formed of the death of her husband, she mourned for his

death many days ; and when her mourning was over, and
the tears which she shed for Uriah were dried up, the
king took her to wife at once, and had a son by her.

§ 3. With this marriage God was not well pleased, but
was angry with David, and appeared to Nathan the pro-

1 Now Tubas, north-east of Ndblus, Shechem.
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phet in his sleep, and complained of the king. Now
Nathan was a discreet and prudent man, and considering

that kings, when they fall into a passion, are guided more by
that passion than by justice, he resolved to conceal the

threats that proceeded from God, and made a useful dis-

course to him in the following manner. He desired that the

king would give him his opinion in the following case.

" There were (he said) two men in one city, the one rich and
the other poor ; the rich man had a great many flocks of

cattle, sheep, and kine, but the poor man had but one ewe
lamb, which he brought up with his children, and let it

eat its food with them, and had the same natural affection

for it as one might have for a daughter. Now on the

coming of a stranger to the rich man, he would not vouch-
safe to kill any of his own flocks, and feast his friend

thereon, but he sent for the poor man's lamb, and took it

away from him, and dressed it for food, and thereon
feasted the stranger." This discourse troubled the king-

exceedingly, and he declared to Nathan that the man
was a wicked man who had the heart to do such a thing,

and that it was but just that he should restore the lamb
fourfold, and be punished with death also. Upon this

Nathan immediately said that he was himself the man
that ought to suffer that punishment by his own sentence,
for it was he who had perpetrated this great and horrid
crime. He also revealed to him and laid open before him
the anger of God, who had made him king over all the
Hebrews, and lord of all those many and great nations
round about him ; who had formerly delivered him out of
the hands of Saul, and had given him wives whom he had
justly and legally married; but now God was despised by
him, and affronted by his impiety, since he had married
and now lived with another man's wife ; and, .by exposing
her husband to the enemy, had really slain him. He
added that God would inflict punishment upon him on
account of his wickedness, and that his own wives should be
forced by one of his own sons; and that he should be
plotted against by the same son; and that, although he
had perpetrated his wickedness secretly, yet that punish-
ment which he was to undergo should be inflicted publicly
upon him. Moreover he told him that the boy born to
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him by Bathsheba should soon die. When the king
was troubled and very confounded at this, and said

with tears and sorrow that he had sinned (for he was
without doubt a pious man, and guilty of no sin at all

in his whole life except in the matter of Uriah), God
had compassion on him, and was reconciled to him, and
promised that he would preserve to him both his life and
his kingdom : for he said he was no longer displeased
with him seeing he repented of what he had done. And
Nathan, when he had delivered this prophecy to the king,

returned home.

§ 4. However, G-od sent a dangerous sickness on the
child that David had by the wife of Uriah ; at which
the king was troubled, and took no food for seven days,

although his servants almost forced him to take it, but
clothed himself in a black garment, and lay prostrate

upon the ground in sackcloth, entreating God for the
recovery of the child, for he passionately loved the child's

mother. And when on the seventh day the child died,

the king's servants durst not tell him of it, supposing
that, when he knew it, he would still less take food or any
care of himself, because of his grief at the death of his

son, since, when the child was only sick, he so greatly

grieved for him. But when the king perceived that his

servants were troubled, and seemed to be affected as

people very desirous to conceal something, he understood
that the child was dead, and when he had called one of

the servants to him, and discovered that it was so, he rose

up and had a bath, and put on a white garment, and went
into the tabernacle of God. He also commanded them to

set food before him, and so greatly surprised his kindred
and servants, as he did nothing of the kind when the child

was sick, but did all these things now he was dead.

So having first begged leave to question him, they be-

sought him to tell them the reason of his conduct. And
he called them stupid, and explained to them how he
hoped for the recovery of the child while it was alive,

and accordingly did all that was proper for him to do,

thinking by such means to render God propitious to him,
but that now the child was dead, there was no longer any
occasion for idle grief. When he had said this, they com-
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mended the king's wisdom and understanding. He then

went in unto Bathsheba his wife, and she conceived and
bare a son, who by the command of Nathan the prophet

was called Solomon.

§ 5. Meantime Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites in

the siege, by cutting off their water, and depriving them
of other means of subsistence, till they were in the greatest

want of meat and drink ; for they depended only on one

small well of water, and this they durst not drink too

freely, lest it should entirely fail them. So he wrote to

the king, and informed him thereof; and urged him to

come himself and take the city, that he might have the

honour of the victory ascribed to himself. Upon this letter

from Joab, the king was pleased with his good-will and
fidelity, and took with him his army, and came to the

capture of Eabbah, and when he had taken it by storm,

he gave it up to his soldiers to sack. And he himself
took the king of the Ammonites' crown, whose weight was
a talent of gold, and which had in its middle the precious

stone called a sardonyx. And this crown David wore on
his own head frequently. He also found in the city much
splendid and costly spoil. As for the inhabitants, he tor-

tured them to death ; and when he had taken the other
cities of the Ammonites by storm, he treated them in the
same manner.

CHAP. VIII.

Hov) Absalom murdered Amnon, who had forced his Sister,

and how he was banished, and afterwards recalled by
David.

§ 1.

\ X 7HEN the king returned to Jerusalem, a sad misfor-
* V tune befell his house, on the following occasion. He

had a daughter, who was still a virgin, and very handsome,
insomuch that she surpassed all the most beautiful women

;

her name was Tamar, and she had the same mother as
Absalom. Now Amnon, David's eldest son, fell in love
with her, and not being able to obtain his desires, on
account of her virginity and the care taken of her, got into
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a bad way, and his grief so consumed his body, that he
grew lean, and lost his colour. And one Jonathan, a kins-

man and friend of his, discovered what ailed him, for he
was an extraordinarily wise man, and of great sagacity.

When therefore he saw every morning that Amnon was not
in body as he ought to be, he came to him and desired him
to tell him what was the cause of it : however he said he
guessed it came from the passion of love. And when
Amnon confessed his passion, and said that he was in love

with a sister of his, who had the same father as himself,

Jonathan suggested to him by what method and contrivance
he might obtain his desires ; for he advised him to pre-

tend sickness, and bade him, when his father should come
to see him, to beg of him that his sister might come and
minister to him, for if that were done he would be better,

and would quickly recover from his illness. So Amnon
lay down on his bed, and pretended to be ill, as Jonathan
had suggested. When his father came, and inquired how
he did, he begged of him to send his sister to him, and
David ordered her to be fetched at once. And when she was
come Amnon bade her make cakes for him, and fry them
in a pan, and do it all with her own hands, because he
should fancy them better from her hands. So she kneaded
the flour in the sight of her brother, and made him cakes,

and cooked them in a pan, and brought them to him. But
he would not taste them then, but gave orders to his ser-

vants to send all that were there out of his chamber,
because he had a mind to repose free from noise and dis-

turbance. As soon as what he had commanded was done,

he asked his sister to bring the cakes into the inner

chamber, and when the damsel had done so, he took
hold of her, and endeavoured to persuade her to lie with
him. Whereupon the damsel cried out and said, " Nay,
brother, do not force me, nor be so wicked as to transgress

the laws, and bring upon yourself dreadful shame. Curb
this unrighteous and impure lust, from which our house
will get nothing but reproach and ill-fame." She also ad-

vised him to speak to their father about it, for he would
permit him to marry her. This she said being desirous to

avoid her brother's violent passion at that moment. But he
would not be persuaded, but being inflamed with love, and
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carried away by the vehemence of his passion, he forced

his sister : but as soon as he had satisfied his lust, he hated

her and insulted her, and bade her rise up and be gone.

And when she said that this was more injurious treatment

than the former, if, now he had forced her, he would not

let her stay with him till the evening, but bade her go

away in the daytime while it was light, that she might

meet with people that would be witnesses of her shame, he

commanded his servant to turn her out. And she was
sorely grieved at the injury and outrage that had been

done to her, and rent her tunic (for the virgins of old time

wore such tunics tied at the hands and going down to the

ankles, that the petticoats might not be seen), and sprinkled

dust on her head, and went through the city, crying out

and bewailing the violence that had been done her. And
her brother Absalom happened to meet her, and asked her

what sad thing had befallen her, that she was in that

plight? and when she had told him the injury that had
been done her, he comforted her, and desired her to be

quiet and to take it patiently, and not to esteem her being

outraged by her brother as an injury. So she yielded to

his advice, and left off crying out, and discovering her out-

rage to the multitude, and she continued desolate with her

brother Absalom a long time.

§ 2. When David his father knew this, he was grieved

at the action of Amnon, but because he had an extra-

ordinary affection for him, for he was his eldest son, he
felt compelled not to punish him ; but Absalom watched
for a fit opportunity of avenging this crime on him, for he
thoroughly hated him. Now the second year had elapsed

after Amnon' s wicked behaviour to his sister, and Ab-
salom was about to shear his sheep at Belsephon, 1 a city

in the portion of Ephraim, and asked his father and
brothers to come and feast with him. And when David
excused himself, as not wishing to be burdensome to him,
Absalom begged he would send his brothers, whom
he did send accordingly. And Absalom charged his ser-

vants, that when they should see Amnon disordered and
1 In 2 Sam. xiii. 23, Baal-Hazor. The name has survived in Tell

northward from Jerusalem, and not far from Taiyibeh, Ephraim.
The site of the town is unknown.



CHAP. VIII.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 33

drowsy with wine, and he should give them a nod, they

should fear nobody but kill him.

§ 3. When they had done as they were commanded, the

other brothers were alarmed and confounded, and afraid

for themselves, so they immediately got on horseback, and
rode away to their father ; but someone got there first, and
told David they were all slain by Absalom ; whereupon
he was overcome with sorrow at so many of his sons

being killed at once, and that by their brother also, for the

consideration that it was their brother that appeared to

have slain them intensified his sorrow for them. And
being completely unnerved by the tragedy, he neither

inquired what was the reason for this slaughter, nor stayed

to hear anything else, which yet it was but reasonable to

have done, when so very great, and by its greatness so in-

credible, a misfortune was related to him, but he rent his

clothes, and threw himself upon the ground and there lay,

mourning for all his sons, both those who, as he was
informed, were slain, and him who slew them. But
Jonathan, the son of his brother Shimeah, entreated him
not to indulge his sorrow so far, for as to the rest of his

sons, he did not believe they were slain, for he found
no ground for such a suspicion ; but he said it might de-

serve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was not unlikely that

Absalom might venture to kill him on account of the

injury he had done to Tamar. In the mean time, a great

galloping of horses, and a noise of people coming, attracted

attention. It was the king's sons, who had fled away
from the feast. So their father met them as they were in

their grief, and he himself grieved with them, for it was
more than he expected to see his sons again, as he had a
little before heard that they had perished. So there were
tears and lamentation on both sides ; they lamenting their

brother who was dead, and the king lamenting his son who
was slaughtered. And Absalom fled to G-eshur,

1
to his

maternal grandfather who was king of that place, and
he remained with him three whole years.

§ 4. Now David wished to send for Absalom, not to re-

turn to be punished, but that he might be with him, for his

1 A small principality of Aram, in the north-east corner of Bashan.

II. D
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anger was abated by time. And Joab, the captain of

bis host, stirred him np to this even more ; for he suborned

a woman that was stricken in age to go to the king in

mourning apparel, and she told him that two of her sons in

clownish way had some difference, and in the progress of

that difference came to an open quarrel, and nobody ap-

pearing to part them, one was smitten by the other and
was dead, and she begged him to interpose in the case, and
to do her the favour to save her son from her kindred,

who were very desirous to have him that had slain his

brother put to death, that she might not be deprived

of the hopes she had of being taken care of in her

old age by him, and he could do this for her by pre-

venting the slaughter of her son by those that wished
to kill him, and her kindred would not be restrained from
their purpose by anything else than fear of him. And
when the king had given his consent to what the woman
begged of him, she made this reply to him, " I owe you
thanks for your kindness to me in pitying my old age and
almost entire childlessness, but in order to assure me of

your kindness, be first reconciled to your own son, and
cease to be angry with him. For how shall I persuade
myself that you have really bestowed this favour upon me,
while you yourself continue to be angry for a similar

offence with your own son ? for it is a foolish thing to

lose wilfully another son, when the death of one has come
about against your wish." And now the king perceived
that this pretended story was a subornation of Joab,
and of his contrivance, and when, upon inquiry of the old
woman, he understood it to be so in fact, he called for

Joab, and told him he had obtained what he wanted, and
bade him bring Absalom back, for he was not now dis-

pleased, but had already ceased to be angry With him. So
Joab bowed himself down to the king, and was glad at
his words, and went immediately to G-eshur, and brought
back Absalom with him to Jerusalem.

§ 5. However, the king sent a message to his son before-
hand, when he heard he was coming, and commanded him
to retire to his own house, for he was not yet disposed
to see him at once. Accordingly, upon his father's com-
mand, he avoided coming into his presence, and contented
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himself with the respect paid him by his household.

Now his beauty was not impaired either by the grief he
had undergone, or by the want of such care as was proper

to be taken of a king's son, for he still surpassed and
excelled all men in the beauty and tallness of his body,

and outshone those that lived most luxuriously, and indeed

such was the thickness of the hair of. his head, that it was
with difficulty that he was polled every eighth day, and
his hair weighed two hundred shekels, which are equal to

five minse. And he dwelt in Jerusalem two years, having

become the father of three sons and one daughter; the

daughter was of very great beauty, and Eehoboam, the

son of Solomon, took her to wife afterwards, and had by
her a son named Abias. And Absalom sent to Joab, and
desired him to pacify his father entirely towards him, and
to beseech him to give him leave to come and see him and
speak with him. But as Joab neglected to do so, Absalom
sent some of his servants, and set fire to Joab's field, which
was near him, and when Joab heard of it he went to

Absalom, and accused him of what he had done, and asked
him the reason why he had done so ? To which Absalom
replied, " I have found out this stratagem to bring you to

me, as you have taken no care to perform the injunctions

I laid upon you, which were to reconcile my father to me :

and I beg of you now you are here to pacify my father's

anger against me, for I esteem my return here more grievous

than my banishment, as my father's wrath against me
continues." Then Joab was persuaded, and pitied the

distress that Absalom was in, and interceded to the king

for him. And when he talked with David, he soon

brought him to that friendly disposition towards Absalom,
that he at once sent for him to come to him ; and when he

had cast himself down upon the ground, and begged for

forgiveness for his offences, the king raised him up, and
promised to forget what he had done.
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CHAP. IX.

Concerning the Insurrection of Absalom against David ; and

concerning Ahitophel and Hushai ; and concerning Ziba

and Shimei; and how Ahitophel hanged himself.

§ l -

NOW Absalom, after his reconciliation with his father

the king, got for himself a great many horses and

chariots in a very little time. He had, moreover, fifty

armour-bearers about his person, and came early every day

to the king's palace, and spoke agreeably to such as came

for justice and lost their cases, as if it happened for want

of good counsellors about the king, or perhaps because the

judges gave unjust sentences. So he gained the good-will of

all, and told them, that had he the authority committed to

him, he would dispense justice to them in a most equitable

manner. When he had made himself in this way popular

among the multitude, he thought he had already the good-

will of the people secured to him, so when four years had
elapsed since his father's reconciliation to him, 1 he went to

him, and besought him to give him leave to go to Hebron,

and pay a sacrifice to God, which he vowed when he fled

from the country. So when David had granted his request,

he went there, and great multitudes came flocking together

to him, for he had sent to many to do so.

§ 2. Among them came Ahitophel the G-ilonite,
2
a coun-

sellor of David, and two hundred men from Jerusalem
itself, who knew not his intentions, but were sent for as to

a sacrifice. And Absalom was appointed king by all of them

1 This is one of the best corrections that Josephus's copy affords us of
a text that in our ordinary copies is grossly corrupted. They say, that
tli is rebellion of Absalom was forty years after what went before (of his

reconciliation to his father), whereas the series of the history shows it

could not be more than ' four' years after it, as here in Josephus ; whose
number is directly confirmed by that copy of the Septuagint version,
whence the Armenian translation was made, which gives us the small
number of four years.—W.

3 That is a native of Giloh, a town in the mountainous part of Judah,
near Debir, and now possibly Khurbet Jiila.
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through this stratagem. As soon as the news was brought
to David, and he was informed of what he did not expect

from his son, he was alarmed at this his impious and bold

undertaking, and wondered that he was so far from re-

membering how lately his offence had been forgiven, that

he undertook much worse and more wicked enterprises

still, first, to deprive him of the kingdom which was given

him by God, and secondly, to take away his own father's

life. He therefore resolved to flee to the parts beyond the

Jordan, and he called his most intimate friends together,

and communicated to them all that he heard of his son's

desperate conduct. He committed himself to God to judge
all his actions, and left the care of his royal palace to his ten

concubines, and fled from Jerusalem, being willingly accom-
panied by the rest of the people, and by those six hundred
armed men who had been with him in his first flight in

the days of Saul. But he persuaded Abiathar and Zadok,

the high priests, who had determined to go away with him,

as also all the Levites, to stay with the ark, hoping that

God would deliver him without its removal, and he charged
them to let him know privately how all things went on :

and he took with him Ahimaaz the son of Zadok and
Jonathan the son of Abiathar as his faithful ministers in

all things. Ittai the Gittite also went out with him,

though David would have had him to stay, and on that

account he appeared more friendly to him. And as

the king was ascending the mount of Olives barefooted,

and all his company were in tears, it was told him that

Ahitophel was with Absalom and on his side. This news
augmented his grief, and he besought God earnestly to

alienate the mind of Absalom from Ahitophel, for he was
afraid that he would persuade him to follow his pernicious

counsel, for he was an able man and very keen in seeing

what was advantageous. When David had reached the

top of the mount, he looked back at the city, and prayed
to God with abundance of tears, as if he had already lost

his kingdom : and here it was that a faithful friend of his

met him whose name was Hushai. When David saw him
with his clothes rent, and dust on his head, and in lamen-

tation for the great change of affairs, he comforted him and
exhorted him to leave off grieving, and at last besought
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liini to go back to Absolom, and appear as one of his party,

and so fish out the secretest counsels of his mind, and op-

pose the advice of Ahitophel, for he could not do him
as much good by going with him as he might by being

with Absolom. So he was prevailed on by David, and left

him, and went to Jerusalem, where Absolom himself came
also a little while afterwards.

§ 3. When David was gone a little further, Ziba the

servant of Mephibosheth (whom he had sent to take care

of the possessions which had been given to the son of

Jonathan and grandson of Saul), met him with a couple

of asses laden with provisions, and desired him to take as

much of them as he and his followers stood in need of.

And when the king asked him where he had left Mephi-
bosheth ? he said he had left him in Jerusalem, expecting

to be chosen king in the present confusion, in remem-
brance of the benefits Saul had conferred upon the nation.

At this the king was greatly indignant, and gave to Ziba
all that he had formerly bestowed on Mephibosheth ; for

he decided that it was much more right that he should
have them than the other. At this Ziba greatly rejoiced.

§ 4. And when David was at Bahurim, 1
a place so called,

there came out a kinsman of Saul's, whose name was
Shimei, who threw stones at him, and uttered reproachful

words : and as his friends stood about the king and pro-

tected him, he persevered still more in his reproaches, and
called him a bloody man, and the author of all sorts of

evils. He bade him also go out of the land as an impure
and accursed wretch, and he thanked Grod for depriving
hini of his kingdom, and causing him to be punished by
his own son for the injuries he had done his master Saui.

Now when they were all provoked to anger against him,
and particularly Abishai, who wished to kill Shimei, David
restrained his anger, "Let us not," said he, "bring upon
ourselves another fresh misfortune to those we have already,

for indeed I have not the least regard or concern for this

dog that raves at me : I submit myself to Grod, by whose
permission this man treats me in such a savage manner

;

QOr is it any wonder that I am obliged to undergo these
1 A place on the old road from Jerusalem to Jericho, and apparently

not far from cl-'Ai#(iwiyefi.
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abuses from him, since I experience the like from an im-
pious son of my own ; but perhaps God will have some
compassion upon us, and if it be his will we shall over-

come our enemies." So he went on his way without
troubling himself about Shimei, who ran along the other

side of the mountain, and threw out his abuse plentifully.

And when David reached the Jordan, he allowed those

that were with him to refresh themselves, for they were
weary.

§ 5. But when Absalom and Ahitophel his counsellor

were come to Jerusalem with all the people, David's friend

Hushai came to them, and prostrated himself before Ab-
salom, and prayed that his kingdom might last for ever

and continue for all time. And Absalom said to him,
" How comes it that he who was so intimate a friend of

my father's, and appeared faithful to him in all things, is

not with him now, but hath left him, and is come over to

me? " Hushai' s answer was very clever and prudent, for

he said, " We ought to follow God and all the people. As
therefore they, my lord and master, are with you. it is fit

that I should follow them, for you have received the king-

dom from God. I will therefore, if you believe me to be
your friend, show the same fidelity and kindness to you
which you know I have showed to your father: nor is

there the least reason to be dissatisfied with the present

state of affairs, for the kingdom is not transferred to

another family, but remains still in the same, by son
succeeding father." This speech persuaded Absalom, who
before suspected Hushai. And now he called Ahitophel,

and consulted with him what he should do ; and he ad-

vised him to go in unto his father's concubines ; for he
said that the people would know and believe by this action

that his difference with his father was irreconcileable, and
would therefore fight with greater zeal against his father,

for hitherto they were afraid of taking up open enmity
against him, from the expectation that they would be re-

conciled again. And Absalom was prevailed on by this

advice, and commanded his servants to pitch him a tent

on the top of the royal palace, in the sight of the multitude

;

and he went in to it and lay with his father's concubines.

Now this came to pass according to the prediction of Nathan,
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when he prophesied and told David that his son would rise

up in rebellion against him.

§ 6. And when Absalom had done what he was advised

to do by Ahitophel, he desired his opinion, in the second

place, about the war against his father. Now, Ahitophel

asked him to let him have ten thousand picked men, and
he undertook to slay his father, and bring the soldiers

back again in safety, and said that the kingdom would be

secure to him only when David was dead. Absalom was
pleased with this suggestion, and sent for Hushai, David's

friend (for so did he call him), and informing him of the

opinion of Ahitophel, he asked further what was his view on
the matter? Now Hushai saw that if Ahitophel' s counsel

was followed, David would be in danger of being taken
and slain, so he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion,

and said :
" You are not unacquainted, O king, with the

valour of your father, and of those that are now with him,
for he has made many wars, and has always come off

with victory over his enemy. It is likely that he now
stays in camp, for he is very skilful in stratagems,
and in foreseeing the wiliness of his enemies, and will

leave his own soldiers in the evening, and will either hide
himself in some valley, or will place an ambush at some
rock : so that when our army joins battle with him, his

soldiers will retire for a little while, but will come upon us
again, being encouraged by the king's being near them;
and meantime your father will show himself suddenly
in the time of the battle, and will infuse courage into
his own people when they are in danger, and bring con-
sternation to yours. Consider therefore my advice and
reason upon it, and if you acknowledge it to be the best,

reject the opinion of Ahitophel. And send round to the
entire country of the Hebrews, and bid them come and
fight against your father ; and do you yourself take over
the army, and be your own general in the war, and do not
trust its management to another. And expect to conquer
him with ease, when you take him in the open with his
few followers, having yourself many myriads desirous
of showing to you their zeal and energy. And if your
father shall shut himself up in some city and stand a
siege, we will overthrow that city by machines of war and
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undermining." When Hushai had said this, he obtained

his point against Ahitophel, for his opinion was preferred

by Absalom to the other's : but it was G-od who made the

counsel of Hushai appear best to the mind of Absalom.

§ 7. Then Hushai hastened to the high priests Zadok
and Abiathar, and told them the counsel of Ahitophel and
his own, and that it had been decided to follow his. He
therefore bade them send to David and tell him of it, and
inform him of what had been resolved upon, and exhort

him further to pass quickly over the Jordan, lest his

son should change his mind, and make haste to pursue
him, and so get the start of him and take him before he
could be in safety. Now the higii priests had their sons

concealed outside the city on purpose, that they might
carry news to David of what was going on. So they
sent a maid-servant whom they could trust, to carry them
the news of Absalom's determination, and ordered them
to signify the same to David with all speed. And they
lost no time and made no delay, but taking with them
their fathers' injunctions, became pious and faithful

ministers, and judging quickness and speed the best mark
of faithful service, made haste to meet David. But
certain horsemen saw them when they were two furlongs

from the city, and informed Absalom of them, who imme-
diately sent some men to take them ; but when the sons

of the high priests perceived this, they left the high road
at once, and betook themselves to a certain village not far

from Jerusalem called Bahurim ; there they desired a cer-

tain woman to hide them, and give them security. And
she let the young men down by a rope into a well, and
laid fleeces of wool over them, and when those that pur-

sued them came to her, and asked her whether she had
seen them, she did not deny that she had seen them, for

they had stayed with her some time, she said, and then
gone away, and she foretold them that if they would
follow them directly, they would catch them. But when
after a long pursuit they did not catch them, they came
back again ; and when the woman saw that they had re-

turned, and that there was no longer any fear of the

young men being caught by them, she drew them up by
the rope, and bade them go on their errand. And they
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used great diligence in the prosecution of their journey,

and got to David, and informed him accurately of all the

plans of Absalom. And he commanded those that were

with him to pass over the Jordan while it was night, and
not to delay at all on that account.

§ 8. But Ahitophel, on rejection of his advice, got

upon his ass and rode away to his own city, Gilon

;

l and
calling his family together, he told them in detail the

advice he had given Absalom, and since he had not been

persuaded by it, he said he would certainly perish, and
that in no long time, for David would overcome him, and
return to his kingdom again. So he said it was better

that he should take his own life away with freedom and
magnanimity, than expose himself to be punished by
David, in opposition to whom he had acted entirely for

Absalom. When he had thus discoursed to them, he
went into the innermost room of his house, and hanged
himself. Such was the death of Ahitophel, who was
self-condemned, and when his relations had cut him down
from the rope, they took care of his funeral. As for

David, he passed over the Jordan, as I have said already,

and came to Mahanaim, 2 a very fine and very strong city.

And all the chief men of the country received him with
great pleasure, both from the shame they had that he
should have been forced to flee away [from Jerusalem],

and from the respect they bore him when he was in his

former prosperity. These were Barzillai the Gileadite,

and Siphar the ruler of the Ammanites, and Machir the
principal man in G-ilead; and they furnished him with
plentiful provisions for himself and his followers, insomuch
that they wanted neither beds nor blankets, nor loaves of

bread, nor wine ; they brought them also a great many
cattle for slaughter, and offered them whatever they wanted
for their refreshment and food when they were weary, in

plentiful supply.

1 The Giloh of 2 Sam. xv. 12. See note 2, p. 23.
- Possibly Mahnch, fourteen miles south-east of Beisdn, Bethshean

;

but the identification is uncertain.
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CHAP. X.

How Absalom was beaten, and caught in a Tree by his Hair,

and slain by Joab.

§i-

SUCH was the state of David and his followers. But
Absalom mustered together a large army of the

Hebrews against his father, and crossed over the river

Jordan, and encamped not far from Mahanaim in the

region of Gilead. He appointed Amasa to be captain of

all his army, instead of Joab his kinsman. The father

of Amasa was Ithra, and the mother Abigail : both she

and Zeruiah, the mother of Joab, were David's sisters.

But when David had numbered his followers, and found
them to be about four thousand, he resolved not to wait

till Absalom attacked him, but set over his men captains

of thousands and captains of hundreds, and divided his

army into three parts : one part he committed to Joab, the

next to Abishai, Joab's brother, and the third to Ittai,

David's companion and friend, though he came from the

city of G-ath.
1 And when he was desirous of fighting himself

among them, his friends would not let him, checking him on
very wise grounds. "For," (said they,) " if we be conquered

when he is with us, we have lost all our good hopes of re-

covering ourselves ; but if we should be beaten in one part

of our army, the other parts may retire to him, and may
thereby prepare a greater force, while the enemy will

naturally suppose that he has another army with him."

And David was pleased with this advice, and resolved him-

self to tarry at Mahanaim. And as he sent his friends

and commanders to the battle, he desired them to show
all possible zeal and fidelity, and to bear in mind what
benefits they had received from him ; and he begged of

them to spare the young man Absalom, lest he should do

himself some mischief if he should be killed. And thus did

he send out his army to battle, and prayed for their victory

therein.
1 Tell es-Scifi.
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§ 2. And Joab put his army in battle array over against

the enemy in the great plain, which had a wood behind it.

Absalom also brought his army into the field to oppose

him. On the opening of the battle both sides displayed

great valour and boldness ; the one side exposing them-
selves to the greatest hazards, and exhibiting the utmost
zeal, that David might recover his kingdom, and the other

side being no way deficient either in doing or suffering,

that Absalom might not be deprived of the kingdom, and
brought to punishment by his father for his impudent
attempt against him. Those also that were the most
numerous were anxious that they should not be conquered
by the few that were with Joab and his under officers, for

that would be the greatest disgrace to them, while David's

soldiers strove greatly to overcome so many myriads of

the enemy. So the battle was stoutly contested, but
David's men were the conquerors, being superior in strength

and skill in war ; so they followed the others as they tied

away through coppices and valleys ; some they took
prisoners, and many they slew, and more in the flight than
in the battle, for there fell about twenty thousand that
day. And all David's men hotly pursued Absalom, for he
was easily known by his beauty and height. He was him-
self also afraid that his enemies would capture him, so he
got upon the royal mule and fled ; but as he was borne
with rapidity and unsteady motion, being himself light,

he entangled his hair in the large boughs of a knotty tree
that spread a great way, and there hung in a marvellous
manner ; and as for the beast, it went on swiftly as if its

master had been still upon its back, but he, hanging in the
air upon the boughs, was taken by his enemies. And when
one of David's soldiers saw him, he informed Joab, and
when the general said, that if he had shot at and killed

Absalom, he would have given him fifty shekels, he replied,
" I would not have killed my master's son if you would
have given me a thousand shekels, especially as •he begged
that the young man might be spared in the hearing of us
all." But Joab bade him show him where it was that he
saw Absalom hanging, and shot him to the heart and slew
liiin. and Jpab'e armour-bearers stood round about the
f iv.', and pulled down his dead bodv, and cast it into a large



CHAP. X.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 45

obscure pit, and threw stones upon him till it was filled up,

when it had both the appearance and dimensions of a grave.

Then Joab sounded the retreat, and recalled his own soldiers

from pursuing the enemy's army, wishing to spare his

fellow-countrymen.

§ 3. Now Absalom had erected for himself a marble
pillar

l in the king's dale, two furlongs distant from Jeru-

salem, which he named Absalom's Hand, saying, if his

children were killed, that his name would remain by that
pillar. Now he had three sons, and one daughter named
Tamar, as I said before, who was married to David's
grandson Rehoboam, and bore a son, Abias by name, who
succeeded his father in the kingdom : but of these I shall

speak in a part of my history which will be more proper.

And after the death of Absalom the people returned every

one to their own homes.

§ 4. And now Ahimaaz the son of Zadok the high priest

went to Joab, and desired he would permit him to go and
tell David of this victory, and to bring him the good news
that G-od had afforded him his assistance and care. How-
ever, he did not grant his request, but said to him, "Will
you, who have always been the messenger of good news, go
now and acquaint the king that his son is dead ? " So he
desired him to stay, and called Cushi, and committed the
business to him, that he should tell the king what he had
himself seen. But when Ahimaaz again desired him to

let him go as a messenger, and assured him that he would
only relate what concerned the victory, and would say
nothing about the death of Absalom, he gave him leave to

go to David. And he took a short cut which nobody
knew but himself, and got before Cushi. Now as David
was sitting between the gates, and waiting for somebody to

come to him from the battle and tell him how it went, one
of the watchmen saw Ahimaaz running, and before he
could discern who he was, he told David that he saw some-
body coming to him, and the king said he was a good

1 Josephus appears here to place Absalom's pillar in the Valley of

Jehoshaphat, where there is now a monument known by his name. In

2 Sam. xiii. 18, the position of the k King's dale ' is not indicated ; but

it is believed by many writers to be the same place as the 'King's dale'

or valley of Shaveh of Gen. xiv. 17.
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messenger. A little while after he informed him that

another messenger followed him ; whereupon the king

said that he also was a good messenger. But when the

watchman recognized Ahimaaz, who was now very near, he

gave the king notice that it was the son of Zadok the high

priest who came running. Then David was very glad, and
said he was a messenger of good tidings, and brought

him news from the battle such as he would be glad

to hear.

§ 5. While the king was saying this, Ahimaaz ap-

peared and prostrated himself before the king, and when the

king inquired of him about the battle, he said he brought
him good news of victory and dominion. And when he
inquired if he had any news about his son, he said that

he came away directly the enemy was defeated, and that

he heard a great shouting of those that pursued Absalom,
but that he could learn no more, because of the haste he
made when Joab sent him to inform the king of the

victory. But when Cushi was come, and had prostrated

himself, and informed the king of the victory, he asked
him about his son, and he replied, " May the like mis-
fortune befall your enemies as has befallen Absalom."
That word did not permit either David or his soldiers to

rejoice for the victory, though it was a very great one ; but
David went up to the highest part of the city,

1 and called

his son by name, and beat his breast, tearing [the hair of]

his head, and tormenting himself all manner of ways, and
crying out, " O my son ! I wish that I had died myself,
and ended my days with you !

" For David was of a tender
natural affection, and had extraordinary love for this son in

particular. But when the army and Joab heard that the
king mourned so for his son, they were ashamed to enter
the city in the guise of conquerors, and all came in

1 Since David was now in Mahanaim, and in the open place of that
city gate, which seems still to have been built the highest of any part
of the wall, and since our other copies say, he ' went up to the chamber
over the gate,' 2 Sam. xviii. 23, 1 think we ought to correct our present
reading in Josephus, and for * city ' should read ' gate,' i. e. instead of
the highest part of the ' city,' should say the highest part of the 'gate.'
Accordingly, we find David presently in Josephus, as well as in our
other copies, 2 Sam. xix. 8, sitting as before in the ' gate ' of the city.—W.
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dejected and in tears, as if they had been beaten. Now,
while the king covered his face, and grievously lamented
his son, Joab went in to him, and talked him round, and
said, " My lord the king, you are not aware that you do
yourself wrong by what you now do : for you seem to hate

those that love you, and undergo dangers for you, nay,

even yourself and your family, and to love those that are

your bitter enemies, and to regret those that are no more,
who have been justly slain. For had Absalom got the
victory, and firmly settled himself in the kingdom, there

would have been no vestige of us left, but all of us, begin-

ning with yourself and your children, would have miserably
perished, while our enemies would not have wept over us,

but rejoiced over us, and punished those that pitied us in

our misfortunes. And you are not ashamed to do this

in the case of one that has been your bitter enemy,
who, though he was your son, has proved so wicked.
Leave off, therefore, your unreasonable grief, and come
abroad and show yourself to the soldiers, and return them
thanks for the zeal they showed in the fight; for I will

myself this day persuade the people to leave you, and to

give the kingdom to another, if you continue to act thus

;

and then I shall make you grieve bitterly and in earnest."

Upon Joab's speaking thus to him, he made the king leave

off his sorrow, and brought him to the consideration of his

affairs. And David changed his behaviour, and showed
himself so as to be seen by the multitude, and sat at the

gates ; whereupon all the people heard of it, and ran to-

gether to him, and saluted him. And this was the present

state of David's affairs.
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CHAP. XI.

How David, when he had recovered his Kingdom, pardoned

Shimei and Mephibosheth ; and showed great Affection

to Barzillai ; and how, upon the Rise of a Sedition, he

made Amasa Captain of his Host, in order to pursue

Sheba ; and how Amasa was slam by Joab.

§1.

NOW those Hebrews that had belonged to Absalom's
party, and had escaped from the battle, when they

had all returned home, sent messengers to every city to put
them in mind of the benefits which David had bestowed
upon them, and of the liberty which he had procured them,

by delivering them from many and great wars. But they

complained, that whereas they had ejected him out of his

kingdom, and offered it to another, and this other whom
they had set up was now dead, they did not beseech David
to leave off his anger, and to become friends with them,
and as before to resume the care of their affairs, and take

over the kingdom again. This was often reported to David,
notwithstanding he sent to Zadok and Abiathar the high
priests, telling them to say to the rulers of the tribe of

Judah that it would be a reproach upon them to permit
the other tribes to choose David for their king before

their tribe, and that as they were akin to him and of the
same blood. He commanded them also to say the same
to Amasa, the captain of their forces, and to tell him that
though he was his sister's son, and yet had not persuaded
the multitude to restore the kingdom to David, yet he might
expect from him not only reconciliation, for that was
already granted but the supreme command of the army
also, which Absalom had bestowed upon him: Accord-
ingly, the high priests, when they had discoursed with the
rulers of the tribe, and said what the king had ordered
them, persuaded Amasa to undertake the care of the
king's affairs. And he persuaded his tribe to send imme-
diately messengers to beseech the king to return to his



CHAP. XI.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 49

kingdom. The same did all the Israelites, at the per-
suasion of Amasa.

§ 2. When the messengers went to the king, he returned
to Jerusalem, and the tribe of Judah was the first that came
to meet the king at the river Jordan. And Shimei, the
son of Grera, came with a thousand men of the tribe of

Benjamin whom he brought with him, and Ziba the freed-

man of Saul came with his fifteen sons and twenty servants.

All these, with the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge over the
river, that the king and those that were with him might
cross over with ease. And as soon as he was come to the
Jordan, the tribe of Judah saluted him. Shimei also went
upon the bridge, and took hold of his feet, and prayed
him to forgive his offence against him, and not to be
bitter against him, nor to think fit to make him the
first example in his new authority, but to consider that
he had repented of his failure of duty, and had taken care
to come first to him. While he was thus entreating
the king, and moving him to compassion, Joab's brother
Abishai said, " And shall not this man die for having cursed
him whom G-od appointed to be king ? " But David turned
to him, and said, " Will ye never leave off, ye sons
of Zeruiah? Do not, I pray, raise new troubles and
seditions among us, now the former are over ; for it is not
right for you to be ignorant that I this day begin my reign,

and therefore swear to remit all offenders their punish-
ments, and not to proceed against any one that has sinned.

Be you therefore, (said he,) Shimei, of good courage, and
do not at all fear being put to death." Then Shimei pros-

trated himself before the king, and went on before him.

§ 3. Saul's grandson Mephibosheth also came to meet
David, clothed in a dirty garment, and having his hair
long and neglected ; for after David fled away, he was in

such grief, that he had not polled his head, nor washed
his clothes, dooming himself to such neglect on occasion of

the change in the king's affairs. Now he had been un-
justly calumniated to the king by Ziba his steward. So
when he had greeted the king, and prostrated himself

before him, the king began to ask him, " Why ever he had
not gone out of Jerusalem with him, and accompanied him
during his flight?" He replied that it was all Ziba's

II. E
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fault, for when he was ordered to get things ready for his

setting out, he paid no attention to him, but regarded him
no more than if he had been a slave. " And indeed, had

I had my feet sound and strong, I should not have been

left behind you, for I could have made use of them
in flight. But this is not all the injury that Ziba has

done me, as to my duty to you, my lord and master ; but

he has calumniated me besides, and told lies about me
to injure me, but I know your mind will not believe such

calumnies, being just and loving the truth, which G-od

also wishes to prevail. For when you were in the

greatest danger of suffering at the hand of my grand-

father, and when on that account our whole family de-

served to perish, you were moderate and merciful, and
quite forgot all those injuries, when, if you had remem-
bered them, you had the power of punishing us for them.
And you judged me to be your friend, and set me every

day at your table, nor did I want anything which one of

your own kinsmen held in highest honour could have
expected." When he said this, David resolved neither to

punish Mephibosheth, nor to condemn Ziba as having
belied his master, but said to him, that as he had granted
all his estate to Ziba, because he had not come along with

him, so he now promised to.forgive him, and ordered that

half his estate should be restored to him. Whereupon
Mephibosheth said, " Nay, let Ziba take all, it is enough
for me that you have recovered your kingdom."

§ 4. Then David besought Barzillai the G-ileadite, that
great and good man, who had made a plentiful provision

for the king at Mahanaim, and conducted him as far as

the Jordan, to accompany him to Jerusalem, for he pro-
mised to treat him in his old age with all manner of
honour, to take care of him as if he were, his father,

and provide for him. But Barzillai was so desirous to
live at home that he entreated him to excuse him from
attendance on him ; and said that his age was too great to
enjoy the pleasures [of a court,] for he was fourscore
years old, and had therefore to make provision for his
death and burial, so he begged him to gratify him in this
desire, and dismiss him, for he had no relish of his meat
or drink by reason of his age, and his ears were deaf to
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the sound of pipes, or the melody of other musical instru-

ments, such as those that lived with kings delighted in. As
he entreated for this so earnestly, the king said, " I dis-

miss you then, but you shall leave with me your son
Chimham, and upon him will I bestow all sorts of good
things." So Barzillai left his son with him, and pros-

trated himself before the king, and prayed for a pros-
perous conclusion of all his affairs according to his mind,
and returned home. Then David went to Gilgal,

1 having
already with him half the people of Israel, and all the
tribe of Judah.

§ 5. Now the principal men of Israel came to him to

Gilgal with a great multitude, and complained that the
tribe of Judah had come to him secretly, whereas they
ought all to have met him conjointly and unanimously.
But the rulers of the tribe of Judah desired them not to

be displeased at their having come first, for, said they,
" We are David's kinsmen, and on that account we took
more care of him, and loved him, and came first to him,
but we did not for our early coming receive any gifts from
him, to give them who came last any cause for vexation."
When the rulers of the tribe of Judah had said this, the
rulers of the other tribes were not content, but said, " O
brothers, we cannot but wonder at you calling the king
your kinsman alone, for he that has received from God
the power over all of us, ought to be esteemed a kinsman
of us all : for which reason, the whole people have eleven

parts in him, and you but one part, we also are older than
you, so you have not done justly in coming to the king in

his stealthy and secret manner."

§ 6. While these rulers were disputing thus with one
another, a certain wicked man who took pleasure in sedi-

tion, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, of the tribe

of Benjamin, stood up in the midst of the multitude, and
cried aloud, and spoke thus to them :

" We have no part
in David, nor inheritance in the son of Jesse." And when
he had spoken these words, he blew with a trumpet, and
declared war against the king, and all Israel left David
and followed him ; the tribe of Judah alone remained

1 Jiljulia.
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with him, and settled him in his royal palace at Jerusa-

lem. But as for the concubines, with whom Absalom his

son had lain, he removed them to another house, and
ordered those that had the care of them to supply them with

all things necessaiy, but he came not near them any more.

He also appointed Amasa as the captain of his forces, and
gave him the post that Joab had before, and bade him
muster out of the tribe of Judah as great an army as he

could, and come to him within three days, that he might
put his entire army into his hands, and send him to fight

against the son of Bichri. Now, when Amasa was gone

out, and made some delay in gathering the army together,

and so had not returned on the third day, the king said

to Joab, "It is not fit we should make any delay in this

affair of Sheba, lest he get a numerous army about him,

and be the occasion of greater mischief, and hurt our

affairs more than Absalom did. Do not therefore wait

any longer, but take what force you have at hand, and the

six hundred, and your brother Abishai, and pursue after

the enemy, and make him fight wherever you find him.
Make haste to anticipate him, lest he seize upon some for-

tified cities, and cause us great labour and pains to dis-

lodge him."

§ 7. And Joab resolved to make no more delay, but taking
with him his brother and the six hundred, and giving
orders that the rest of the army which was at Jerusalem
should follow, he marched against Sheba ; and when he
was come to Gibeon, 1

a village forty furlongs from Jeru-
salem, Amasa met him with a great army. Now Joab
was girded with a sword and had his breastplate on ; and
when Amasa came near him to salute him, he took par-
ticular care that his sword should fall out of the scabbard
as if spontaneously. Then he took it up from the ground,
and approached Amasa, who was then near him, as though
he would kiss him, and took hold of Amasa's beard with
his other hand, and stabbed him in the belly when he did
net exped it, and slew him. This impious and altogether
unholy action Joab did to a good young man, and his kins-
ip. in, and one that had done him no injury, merely out of

1
el-Jib.
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jealousy that he would obtain the chief command of the

army, and have equal rank with himself about the king,

and it was for the same reason that he had killed Abner. But
as to that former wicked action, the death of his brother

Asahel, which he seemed to revenge, afforded him a decent

pretext, and made that crime a pardonable one ; but in

this murder of Amasa there was no such excuse. And
when Joab had killed his fellow-general, he pursued after

Sheba, having left a man with the dead body, who was
ordered to proclaim aloud to the army that Amasa was
justly slain and deservedly punished, and to say to them,
" If you be for the king, follow Joab his general, and Abishai
Joab's brother." But as the body lay in the road, and all

the multitude came running up to it, and, as is usual with
a crowd, gaping and staring a great while at it, he that

guarded it removed it thence, and carried it to a place very
remote from the road, and there laid it, and covered it with
his garment. When this was done, all the people followed

Joab. Now as he pursued Sheba through all the country
of Israel, a certain person told him that he was in a strong

city called Abel-macheah, 1 so Joab went there, and besieged

it with his army, and cast up a bank round it, and ordered
his soldiers to undermine the walls, and to overthrow
them ; and since the people in the city would not admit
him, he was greatly displeased at them.

§ 8. Now there was a woman in the city both wise and
intelligent, who seeing her native place lying at the last ex-

tremity, climbed upon the walls, and through the armed
men called for Joab ; and when he came near, she began to

say, " G-od gave us kings and generals of armies to drive

out the enemies of the Hebrews, and to introduce uni-

versal peace among us, but you are endeavouring to over-

throw and depopulate a metropolis of the Israelites, which
has been guilty of no offence." But he replied, " God
continue to be merciful unto me : I desire to avoid killing

any of the people, much less would I destroy such a city as

this : and if they will deliver me up Sheba, the son of

Bichri, who has rebelled against the king, I will raise the

siege, and withdraw the army." Now as soon as the woman

1 Abel Beth-Maaeah : now Abl, west of Bihiids.
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heard what Joab said, she desired him to intermit the siege

for a little while, for he should have the head of his

enemy thrown out to him at once. So she went down to

the citizens, and said to them, " Will jou be so wretched

as to perish miserably, with your children and wives, for

the sake of a vile fellow, and one whom nobody knows any-

thing about ? And will you have him for your king instead

of David, who has been so great a benefactor to you, and
will you oppose one city to such a mighty and strong

army ? " So she prevailed with them, and they cut off the

head of Sheba, and threw it into Joab's army. When this

was done, the king's general sounded a retreat, and raised

the siege. And when he had returned to Jerusalem, he was
again appointed general of all the people. The king

also made Benaiah captain of the body-guards and of

the six hundred. He also set Adoram over the tribute,

and Sabathes and Achilaus over the records, and made
Susa the scribe, and appointed Zadok and Abiathar as the

high priests.

CHAP. XII.

How the Hebrews were delivered from a Famine, when the

Gibeonites had caused punishment to be inflicted for those

of them that had been slain : as also what great Actions
were performed against the Philistines by David and the

Men of Valour with him.

§1.

AFTER this, when the country was grievously afflicted

with a famine, David besought G-od to have mercy on
the people, and to discover to him what was the cause of
it, and how a remedy might be found for it. And the
prophets answered, that God would have the Gibeonites
av.nged, whom king Saul had been so wicked as. to betray
to slaughter, violating the oath which the general Joshua
and the senate had sworn to them. If, therefore, said
God, the king would permit such vengeance to be taken
for those that were slain, as the Gibeonites should desire,
he promised that he would be reconciled to them, and
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free the people from the famine. As soon therefore as

the king learned from the prophets that it was this which
G-od sought, he sent for the Gibeonites, and asked them,
What they would have ? and when they asked to have seven

sons of the race of Saul delivered up to them to be punished,

he delivered them up, but spared Mephibosheth the son of

Jonathan. And when the Gibeonites had received the men,
they punished them as they pleased ; upon which God
began to send rain at once, and to make the earth again

bring forth its fruits as usual, and to free it from the pre-

vious drought, so that the country of the Hebrews nourished
again. Not long afterwards the king made war against

the Philistines, and when he had joined battle with them,
and put them to flight, he was left alone as he was in pur-

suit of them ; and when he was quite tired out, he was
descried by one of the enemy, whose name was Acmon, the

son of Araph ; he was one of the sons of the giants. He
had a spear, the handle of which weighed three hundred
shekels, and a breastplate of chain work, and a sword. He
turned and rushed violently to slay David, who was quite

tired out, but Abishai, Joab's brother, appeared on the

sudden, and protected the king with his shield as he lay

down, and slew the enemy. Now the people were very un-

easy at this danger and near escape of the king, and the

rulers made him swear that he would no more go out with
them to battle, lest he should come to some great misfor-

tune by his courage and boldness, and thereby deprive the

people of the benefits they now enjoyed through him, and
those they might hereafter enjoy by his living a long time

with them.

§ 2. When the king heard that the Philistines were
gathered together at the city of Gazar, 1 he sent an army
against them, when Sobacches the Hittite, one of David's

most courageous men, behaved himself so as to deserve

great commendation, for he slew many of those who bragged
that they were the posterity of the giants, and vaunted
themselves highly on their bravery, and so was the occa-

sion of victory to the Hebrews. And after that defeat

the Philistines made war again : and when David sent an
1 Gezer, now Tell Jezar, see note 2, p. 14; in 2 Sam. xxi. 18, the

place is called Gob.
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army against them, Nephan his kinsman won great re-

nown, for he fought in single combat with the stoutest of

all the Philistines, and slew him, and put the rest to

flight. Many of them also were slain in the flight. And
a little while after this the Philistines pitched their camp
at the city of Gath, 1 which lay not far off the borders of

the country of the Hebrews. They had a man who was
six cubits tall, and had on each of his feet and hands one

more toe and finger than men naturally have. Now
Jonathan, the son of Shiniea, out of the army sent against

them by David, fought this man in single combat, and
slew him ; and as he was the person who gave the turn to

the battle, he gained the greatest reputation for courage

therein. This Philistine also vaunted himself to be of

the sons of the giants. But after this fight the Philistines

made war no more against the Israelites.

§ 3. And now David being freed from wars and dangers,

and enjoying for the rest of his reign profound peace,

composed songs and hymns to God in several kinds of

metre : some of those which he made were trimeters, and
some pentameters. He also made instruments of music,

and taught the Levites to sing hymns to God, both on the

Sabbath-day, and on the other festivals. Now this was
the construction of the instruments : the lyre was an
instrument of ten strings played upon with a plectron, the

psaltery had twelve musical notes and was played upon
by the fingers, the cymbals were broad and large instru-

ments made of brass. And so much shall suffice to say
about these instruments, that the reader may not be
wholly unacquainted with their nature.

§ 4. Now all the men that were about David were men
of courage. Those of them that were most illustrious and
famous for their actions were thirty-eight ; of five of whom
only I will relate the performances, for these will suffice

to make manifest the virtues of the others also ; for these

were powerful enough to subdue countries, and conquer
great nations. First then was Jessamus, the son of
Achemaeus, who frequently rushed upon the ranks of the
enemy, and did not leave off fighting till he overthrew

1
Telles-Sdfi.
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nine hundred of them. The second was Eleazar, the son

of Dodo, who was with the king at Arasam. 1 This man
once, when the Israelites were in consternation at the mul-

titude of the Philistines, and were running away, stood his

ground alone, and fell upon the enemy, and slew many of

them, till his sword stuck to his hand from the blood he

had shed, and till the Israelites, seeing the Philistines

routed by him, came down from the mountains and pur-

sued them, and at that time won a surprising and famous
victory, for Eleazar slew the men, and the multitude fol-

lowed and spoiled their dead bodies. The third was
Cesabseus, the son of Ilus. Now this man, when, in the

wars against the Philistines, they pitched their camp at a

place called Lehi,
2 and when the Hebrews were again afraid

of the enemy and fled, stood his ground alone as if an
army and body of men, and some of them he slew, and
others who were not able to abide his strength and force,

but fled away, he pursued. These were the works of their

hands, and of fighting, which these three performed. And
once, when the king was at Jerusalem, and the army of the

Philistines came against him to fight him, David went up
to the top of the citadel, as I have already said, to inquire

of G-od concerning the battle, while the enemy's camp lay

in the valley that extends to the city of Bethleham, 3 which
is twenty furlongs from Jerusalem. Now David said to

his companions, " We have excellent water in my own
city, especially that which is in the pit near the gate,"

wondering if anyone would bring him some of it to drink

:

for he said he would rather have it than a great deal of

money. When these three men heard what he said, they

ran off immediately, and burst through the midst of the

enemy's camp, and went to Bethlehem, and when they had
drawn the water, they returned again through the enemy's
camp to the king, and the Philistines were so surprised at

their boldness and stout-heartedness, that they kept quiet,

and did nothing against them, as if they despised their

Ephes-dammim
; a place not yet identified between Socoh and Azekah.

Or Jaw-bone. Apparently the same place as the scene of Samson's

the site is unknown.
13.

exploit with the jawbone (Judg. xv. 9, 14, 19)
3 The ' Valley of the Giants,' see note 1, p.
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small number. But when the water was brought to the

king, he would not drink it, for he said that it was got by

the danger and blood of the men, and that it was not

right on that account to drink it. So he poured it out to

God, and gave him thanks for the safety of the men.

The fourth was Abishai, Joab's brother, who in one

day slew six hundred of the enemy. The fifth was
Benaiah, by lineage a priest ; who, being challenged by
[two] eminent brothers in the country of Moab, overcame

them by his valour. And again, when an Egyptian of

vast size challenged him, though he was unarmed, he killed

him with his own spear which he threw at him, for he

snatched his javelin, and took away his weapons, while he

was alive and fighting, and slew him with them. One
might also add the following to the forementioned actions

of the same man, either as the bravest of them, or equal

to the rest. When God sent a snow, a lion slipped and
fell into a certain pit, and because the pit's mouth was
narrow, it was evident the lion would perish, being en-

closed in the snow, so as it saw no way to get out and save

itself, it roared. When Benaiah heard the wild beast, for

he was passing by at the time, at the roaring it made, he
went down to the mouth of the pit, and smote it as it

struggled with a club that was in his hand, and imme-
diately slew it. The other thirty-three were like these in

valour also.

CHAP. XIII.

How, when David numbered the People, they were punished,
and how the Divine Compassion stopped, their Punish-
ment.

§ L
"jVTOW king David was desirous to know how many
A ^ myriads of the people there were, but he .forgot the
commands of Moses, who had said beforehand, that if the
multitude were numbered, they were to pay half a shekel
bo God per head. And the king commanded Joab, the
captain of his host, to go and number the whole multitude :

I'M? though lie said there was no necessity for such a census,
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the king was not persuaded, but enjoined him to make no
delay, but to go about the numbering of the Hebrews at

once. Then Joab took with him the heads of the tribes,

and the scribes, and went over the country of the Israel-

ites, and took a census of the people, and returned to Jeru-

salem to the king nine months and twenty days after, and
gave in to the king the number of the people, with the ex-

ception of the tribe of Benjamin, for he did not number
that tribe, or the tribe of Levi, for the king rejDented of his

having sinned against God. Now the number of the rest

of the Israelites was nine hundred thousand men able to

bear arms and go to war, and the tribe of Judah by itself

was four hundred thousand men.

§ 2. Now when the prophets had signified to David that

God was angry with him, he began to entreat and beseech
him to be merciful to him and forgive him his sin. Then God
sent Gad the prophet to him to offer him the choice of

three things, that he might select which he liked best

:

whether he would have famine come upon the country for

seven years ? or would have a war, and be subdued three

months by his enemies ? or whether God should send a
pestilence and plague upon the Hebrews for three days ?

But as he was reduced to a fatal choice of great miseries,

he was sorely troubled and confounded; and when the

prophet said he must make his choice, and ordered him to

answer quickly, that he might report his choice to God, the

king reasoned with himself, that in case he should ask for

famine, he would appear to do it for others, and without
risk to himself, since he had a great deal of corn hoarded
up, but to the harm of his people, and in case he should

choose to be conquered by his enemies for three months, he
would appear to have chosen war because he had valiant

men about him and strongholds, and so feared nothing
therefrom, therefore he chose that affliction which is com-
mon to kings and their subjects, and in which the fear was
equal to all, and observed that it was much better to fall

into the hands of God than into those of the enemy.

§ 3. When the prophet received this answer, he reported

it to God ; who thereupon sent a pestilence and mortality

upon the Hebrews. But they did not die after one and
the same manner, nor so that it was easy to know what
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their malady was, for the miserable disease was one indeed,

but it carried them off by ten thousand causes and occasions,

which those that were stricken could not understand. For

one died after another, and the terrible malady seized them
before they were aware, and brought them quickly to their

end, some giving up the ghost suddenly with very great and
sharp pains, and some being worn away by their sufferings,

and having very little left to be buried, being as soon as

ever they fell sick entirely macerated ; some were choked,

and wailed aloud, being also stricken with sudden dark-

ness ; and some there were, who fell down dead as they

were burying a relation, without finishing the funeral. And
there perished by this pestilence, which began in the

morning and lasted till the hour of dinner, seventy thou-

sand. And the angel stretched out his hand over Jeru-

salem, to send this terrible judgment upon it. But David
put on sackcloth and lay on the ground, begging and en-

treating God that the plague might now cease, and that he
would be satisfied with those that had already perished.

And when the king looked up into the air, and saw the

angel borne along thereby towards Jerusalem with his sword
drawn, he said to God that he, the shepherd, might justly

be punished, but that the sheep ought to be preserved not
having sinned at all, and he implored God that he would
send his wrath upon him and upon all his family, but spare
the people.

§ 4. And God heard his supplication and caused the
pestilence to cease, and sent the prophet Gad to him, and
commanded him to go up immediately to the threshing-
floor of Araunah the Jebusite, and build there an altar to
God, and offer sacrifices. When David heard that, he did
not disobey, but hastened at once to the place appointed
him. Now Araunah was threshing wheat, and when he
saw the king and all his servants coming to him, he ran up
to him, and prostrated himself before him : he was bv
pace a Jebusite, but a particular friend of David, who
for that reason did him no harm when he overthrew the
city, as I pointed out a little back. And when Araunah
inquired, " Wherefore is my lord come to his servant?"
I avid answered that he came to buy of him his threshing-
floor, that he might build thereon an altar to God, and
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offer a sacrifice. Araunah replied, that he freely gave him
both the threshing-floor and ploughs and oxen for a burnt-

offering, and he prayed that God would graciously accept his

sacrifice. But the king made answer, that he took his

generosity and magnanimity kindly, and accepted his good-

will, but he desired him to take the price of them all, for

it was not right to offer a sacrifice that cost nothing. And
when Araunah said he might do as he pleased, he bought

the threshing-floor of him for fifty shekels. And when the

king had built an altar, he performed divine service, and
offered a burnt-offering and peace-offerings also. With
these God was pacified, and became gracious again. Now
it happened that Abraham came to offer up his son Isaac

for a burnt-offering at this very place,
1 and when the youth

was about to have his throat cut, a ram appeared on a sud-

den standing by the altar, which Abraham sacrificed in the

stead of his son, as I have before related. Now when king

David saw that God had heard his prayer, and had gra-

ciously accepted of his sacrifice, he resolved to call that en-

tire place the altar of all the people, and to build a temple

to God there. This word he uttered very appositely to

what was to be done afterwards, for God sent the prophet

to him, and told him, that the son who was to succeed

him in the kingdom should there build him a temple.

1 What Josephus adds here is very remarkable, that this mount
Moriah was not only the very place where Abraham offered up Isaac

long ago, but that God had foretold to David by a prophet, that here

his son should build him a temple ;
which is not directly in any of our

copies, though very agreeable to what is in them, particularly to

1 Chron. xxi. 26-28, and xxii. 1, to which places I refer the reader.—W.
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CHAP. XIV.

How David made great Preparations for the House of God,

and how upon Adonijah's Attempt to gain the Kingdom,

he appointed Solomon to reign.

§i-

AFTER the delivery of this prophecy, the king com-

manded the strangers to be numbered, and they were

found to be one hundred and eighty thousand. He ap-

pointed fourscore thousand of these to be hewers of stone,

and the rest of the multitude to carry the stones, and of

them he set three thousand five hundred over the workmen.

He also prepared a great quantity of iron and brass for the

works, and many exceeding large cedar trees, the Tyrians

and Sidonians sending them to him, for he had asked them
for a supply of those trees. And he told his friends that

these things were now prepared, that he might leave mate-

rials ready for the building of the temple to his son who
was to reign after him, and that he might not have to pro-

vide them then, as he was very young, and unskilful in

such matters because of his youth, but might have them
lying by him to complete the work.

§ 2. Then David called his son Solomon, and charged
him, when he received the kingdom, to build a temple to

God, and said, " I intended to build to God a temple my-
self, but he prohibited me, because I was polluted with
l»l<»(»d and wars, but he foretold that Solomon, myyoungest
son, who should be called by that name, over whom he has
promised to take the care that a father takes over his son,

should build him a temple; and that he would make
the country of the Hebrews happy in his days, not only in

other respects, but by giving it peace and freedom from
wars and from internal dissensions, which is the greatest
of all blessings. Since, therefore, you were designed king
by God himself before you were born, endeavour to make
yourself worthy of his providence, as in other respects, so
particularly in being religious and righteous and coura-
geoua. Keep also his commandments and laws, which he
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has given us by Moses, and do not permit others to break

them. Be zealous also to dedicate to G-od the temple which

he hath chosen to be built in your reign, and be not dis-

mayed at the vastness of the work, nor set about it timo-

rously, for I will make all things ready for you before I

die : and take notice, that there are already ten thousand
talents of gold, and a hundred thousand talents of silver,

collected together. I have also stored up brass and iron

without number, and an immense quantity of timber and
stones. Moreover, you have many myriads of stone-cutters

and carpenters ; and if you want anything more, you your-

self will add it. And if you carry through this work, you
will be acceptable to G-od, and have him for your patron."

David also further exhorted the rulers of the people to as-

sist his son in the building, and to attend to the divine

service, when they should be free from all evils, for so they

would enjoy instead of them peace and order, blessings

with which God rewards such as are religious and righ-

teous. He also gave orders, that when the temple should

be built, they should put the ark in it, and the holy vessels
;

and he told them, that they would have had a temple

long ago, if their fathers had not been negligent of God's

commands, who had given it in charge, that when they

had got the possession of this land, they should build him
a temple. Thus did David discourse to the chiefs of the

people and to his son.

§ 3. David was now in years, and his body was become
by time cold and numb, insomuch that he could get

no heat by covering himself with many clothes ; and when
the physicians consulted together, they recommended that

a beautiful virgin, chosen out of the whole country, should

sleep by the king's side, and communicate heat to him,

and remedy his numbness. Now a woman of superior

beauty to all other women was found in the city (her

name was Abishag), who, sleeping with the king, only com-
municated warmth to him, for he was so old that he could

not have sexual intercourse with her. But of this virgin I

shall speak more presently.

§ 4. Now the fourth son of David was a beautiful

and tall young man, born to him by his wife Haggith.

He was called Adonijah, and in disposition resembled
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Absalom, and exalted himself hoping to be king, and told

his friends that he ought to succeed David. He also pre-

pared many chariots and horses, and had fifty men as out-

riders. When his father saw this, he did not reprove him,

nor restrain him from his purpose, nor did he go even so

far as to ask why he did so. Now Adonijah's partisans

were Joab the captain of the army, and Abiathar the

high priest ; and the only persons that opposed him were
Zadok the high priest, and the prophet Nathan, and
Benaiah who was captain of the body-guards, and Shimei
David's friend, and all . the most mighty men. Now
Adonijah had prepared a feast outside the city, near the

fountain that was in the king's park, 1 and had invited all

his brothers except Solomon, and had taken with him
Joab the captain of the army, and Abiathar, and the chiefs

of the tribe of Judah ; but had not invited to this feast

either Zadok the high priest, or Nathan the prophet, or

Benaiah the captain of the body-guards, or any of the
opposite party. The matter was told to Bathsheba, Solo-

mon's mother, by Nathan the prophet, how Adonijah was
king and David knew nothing of it ; and he advised her to

save herself and her son Solomon, and to go alone to

David and remind him that he had sworn that Solomon
should reign after him, but meantime Adonijah had
already usurped the kingdom. He added that he would
himself come after her, and when she had told the matter
to the king, would confirm what she said. And Bath-
sheba hearkened to Nathan, and went in to the king, and
prostrated herself before him, and when she had desired
leave to speak with him, she told him all things as Nathan
had suggested to her ; and related the feast Adonijah had
made, and who were invited by him, as Abiathar the high
priest, and Joab the general, and all David's sons, except
Solomon and his intimate friends. She also said, that all

the people had their eyes upon him, to know whom he
would choose for their king. She begged him also to
consider how, after his death, Adonijah, if he were king,
would slay her, and her son Solomon.

§ 5. Now, as Bathsheba was still speaking, the keepers
1 In 1 Kings i. 9, the spring is called En-rogel ; it is now known as

the Virgin's Fountain, in the Kedron Valley.
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of the king's chambers told him that Nathan desired to

see him. And when the king commanded that he should
be admitted, he came in, and asked him, whether he had
that day made Adonijah king, and delivered the kingdom
to him, for he had made a splendid feast, and invited all

the king's sons except Solomon, as also Joab the captain

of the host [and Abiathar the high priest], " who are feast-

ing with shouting and merriment, and praying that his

kingdom may last for ever ; but he has not invited me,
nor Zadok the high priest, nor Benaiah the captain of the

body-guards ; and it is but right that all should know
whether this be done with your approbation." When
Nathan had said this, the king commanded that they
should call Bathsheba to him, for she had gone out of the

room when the prophet went in. And when Bathsheba
returned, David said, " I swear by Almighty G-od, that thy

son Solomon shall certainly be king, as I formerly swore,

and that he shall sit upon my throne, and that this very

day." Then Bathsheba prostrated herself before him, and
wished him a long life, and the king sent for Zadok the high
priest, and for Benaiah the captain of the body-guards

;

and when they were come, he ordered them to take with
them Nathan the prophet, and all the armed men about
the palace, and to set his son Solomon upon the king's

mule, and to carry him out of the city to the fountain

[called G-ihon,
1

] and to anoint him there with the holy oil,

and to declare him king. This he charged Zadok the high
priest and Nathan the prophet to do, and commanded
them to follow Solomon through the midst of the city, and
to sound the trumpets, and to cry aloud, " May Solomon the

king sit upon the royal throne for ever," that so all the

people might know that he was declared king by his

father. He also gave Solomon a charge concerning the

kingdom, to rule the whole nation of the Hebrews and
the tribe of Judah religiously and righteously. And
when Benaiah had prayed that God would be favourable

to Solomon, they set Solomon without delay upon the royal

mule, and escorted him out of the city to the fountain, and
anointed him with oil, and brought him back to the city

1 Gihon is probably to be identified with Siloaui.

II. ' F
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again with acclamations and prayers that his kingdom

might continue a long time ; and when they had brought

him into the king's house, they set him upon the throne.

Thereupon all the people betook themselves to merriment

and feasting, dancing and delighting themselves with

musical pipes, till both the earth and air echoed with

the numerous instruments of music.

§ 6. Now when Adonijah and his guests heard this noise,

they were greatly alarmed, and Joab, the captain of the

host, said he was not pleased with that music nor the sound

of the trumpets. And when the feast was set before them,

nobody tasted of it, but they were all very thoughtful and
grave. And Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the high priest,

came running to them ; and when Adonijah saw the young
man gladly, and hailed him as a good messenger, he de-

clared to them the whole matter about Solomon, and the

determination of King David ; and both Adonijah and all

his guests rose hastily from the banquet, and fled everyone

to their own homes. Adonijah also, being afraid of the king

for what he had done, became a suppliant to G-od, and
took hold of the horns of the altar, which were prominent.
It was told Solomon that he had so done, and that he de-

sired to receive assurances from him, that he would not

bear malice against him for what he had done, nor inflict a

severe punishment. Solomon answered very mildly and
prudently, that he forgave him this offence, but said that

if he were detected again in any attempt at revolution, he
would be the author of his own punishment. So he sent

and raised him up from his place of supplication. And
when he went to the king, and prostrated himself before
him, the king bade him go away to his own house, and have
no suspicion of any harm, and desired him to show him-
self henceforward a good man, as it would be for his
advantage.

§ 7. And David, wishing to declare his son king over all

the people, called together to Jerusalem their rulers, and
the priests and Levites ; and having first numbered the
Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight thousand from
thirty years old to fifty, of whom he appointed twentv-
three thousand to take care of the building of the temple,
and six thousand to be judges of the people and their
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scribes, and four thousand as porters of the house of God,
and as many as singers, to sing to the instruments which
David had provided, as I said before. He divided them also

into families, and when he had separated the priests from
the tribe, he found of those priests twenty-four families,

sixteen of the house of Eleazar, and eight of that of

Ithamar ; and he ordained that one family should minister

to G-od eight days, from Sabbath to Sabbath. And thus
were the families distributed by lot, in the presence of

David, and Zadok and Abiathar the high priests, and all

the rulers ; and the family which came up first was writ-

ten down first, and that which came up second as second,

and so on to the twenty-fourth : and that settlement has
remained to this day. He also made twenty-four divisions

of the tribe of Levi, and when they cast lots, they came up
in the same manner for their courses of eight days. He
also honoured the posterity of Moses, and made them the

keepers of the treasures of G-od, and of the offerings of

the kings. He also ordained that all the tribe of Levi,

as well as the priests, should serve God night and day, as

Moses had enjoined them.

§ 8. After this he divided the entire army into twelve

parts, each with its leaders and captains of hundreds and
commanders. Now every part had twenty-four thousand,

who were ordered to wait on Solomon thirty days at a

time, from the first day till the last, with the captains of

thousands and captains of hundreds. He also set over every

part as rulers such as he knew to be good and righteous

men. He also set others to take charge of the treasures,

and of the villages, and of the fields, and of the cattle,

whose names I do not think it necessary to mention.

§ 9. When David had ordered all these offices in the

manner just mentioned, he convoked the rulers of the

Hebrews, and their heads of tribes, and the officers over the

several divisions, and those that were set over every work
or property, and standing upon a very high platform, spoke

to the multitude as follows. " My brothers and fellow-

countrymen, I would have you know that I intended to build

a house for God, and got together a large quantity of gold,

and a hundred thousand talents of silver, but God forbade

me by the prophet Nathan, because of the wars I had had
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on your account, and because my right hand was polluted

with the slaughter of our enemies ;
but he commanded my

son, who was to succeed me in the kingdom, to build him a

temple. Now, therefore, since you know that of the twelve

sons whom Jacob our forefather had, Judah was appointed

to be king, and that I was preferred before my six brothers,

and received the kingdom from God, and that none of

them were uneasy at it, so do I also desire that my sons be

not factious, now Solomon has received the kingdom, but

accept him cheerfully for their lord, knowing that God
has chosen him. For it is not a grievous thing to obey

even a foreigner as a ruler, if it be God's will, but it is

matter for rejoicing when a brother has obtained that

dignity, since the other brothers partake of it with him.

And I pray that the promises of God may be fulfilled, and
that this happiness which he has promised to bestow
upon king Solomon may spread over all the country, and
continue therein for all time to come. And these promises
will be sure, my son, and come to a happy end, if you show
yourself to be a religious and righteous man, and an
observer of the laws of your country ; but if not, expect

adversity upon disobedience to them."

§ 10. Now when the king had said this he left off, but
gave to Solomon in the sight of them all the description

and pattern of the building of the temple, of the founda-
tions and of the lower and upper chambers, how many
they were to be, and how large in height and in breadth

;

he also determined the weight of the golden and silver

vessels. Moreover, he earnestly urged them with his

words to show the utmost zeal in the work ; he exhorted
the rulers also, and particularly the tribe of Levi, to assist

Solomon, both because of his youth, and because God had
chosen him to superintend the building of the temple
and the government of the kingdom. He also showed
that the work would be easy and not very laborious to
them, because he had already prepared for it many talents
of gold and more of silver, and timber, and a great many
carpenters and stone-cutters, and a large quantity of
emeralds and all sorts of precious stones; and he said,

that he would now give out of his own private income
two hundred talents, and three hundred talents besides
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of pure gold, for the most holy place, and cherubims for

the chariot of God, to stand over and cover the ark. And
when David had done speaking, there appeared great zeal

among the rulers and priests and the tribe of Levi, who
now contributed, and made great and splendid promises
for a future contribution ; for they undertook to bring of

gold five thousand talents and ten thousand staters, and
of silver ten thousand talents, and many myriad talents

of iron. And if any one had a precious stone he brought
it, and had it put among the treasures ; of which Ialus,

one of the posterity of Moses, had the care.

§ 11. Upon this occasion all the people rejoiced, as well

as David, who, when he saw the zeal and emulation of the
rulers and priests and all the rest, began to bless God with
a loud voice, calling him the Father and Parent of the
universe, and the Author of human and divine things,

with which he had adorned him as the ruler and guardian
of the Hebrew nation, and of its happiness, and of the
kingdom which he had given him. Besides this, he prayed
for happiness for all the people, and for Solomon his son a
sound and just mind, strengthened by all sorts of virtue,

and then he commanded the people to bless God. Upon
which they all fell down upon the ground, and worshipped
God, and also gave thanks to David, on account of all the
blessings which they had received ever since he had had
the kingdom. On the next day he presented as sacrifices

to God a thousand calves, and as many rams and lambs,
which they offered for burnt offerings. They also offered

peace-offerings, slaying many myriad victims. And the
king feasted all day with all the people, and they
anointed Solomon the second time with the holy oil, and
declared him king, and Zadok high priest of the whole
people. And when they had brought Solomon to the
royal palace, and had set him upon his father's throne, they
were obedient to him from that day.
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CHAP. XV.

The Charge David gave his Son Solomon on the Approach of

his Death ; also David's Death and Character.

A
§1.

LITTLE time afterwards David fell ill by reason of

old age, and perceiving that he was going to die, he

called his son Solomon, and addressed him as follows

:

" I am now, my son, going to my grave, and to my fathers,

bv the common way which all men that now are, or shall

be hereafter, must go, from which it is impossible to

return, or to know anything that is going on in this

world. On which account I exhort you, as I am still alive,

though very near to death, in the same manner as I

formerly advised you, to be just to your subjects, and
religious towards God, who has given you the king-

dom, and to observe his commandments and laws, which

he sent to us by Moses, and disregard them neither from
favour nor flattery nor lust nor any other passion. For
if you transgress the laws, you will lose the favour of

God, and turn away his good providence from you in all

things ; but if you behave as you ought, and as I exhort

you, you will preserve the kingdom to our family, and no
other house will bear rule over the Hebrews, but we our-

selves shall for all ages. But remember the iniquity of Joab,

the captain of the host, who slew two generals out of envy,

and those righteous and good men, Abner the son of Ner
and Amasa the son of Jether, whose death avenge as shall

seem good to you, for Joab has been too much for me, and
more powerful than myself, and so has escaped punish-
in. -nt hitherto. I commend also to you the sons of Barzillai

the Gileadite, whom to gratify me you shall hold in great

honour, and take great care of ; for we do not begin the
kindness, but only repay the debt which we owe their

father, for what he did to me in my flight. As to Shimei
the son of Gera, of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after

having cast many reproaches upon me in my flight, when I
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was going to Mahanaiin, met me at the Jordan, and received

assurances that he should then suffer nothing, seek now
for some just occasion to punish him."

§ 2. When David had given these instructions to his

son about public affairs, and about his friends, and about

those whom he knew to deserve punishment, he died,

having lived seventy years, and reigned seven years and
six months in Hebron over the tribe of Judah, and thirty-

three years in Jerusalem over all the country. He was an
excellent man, and endowed with all virtue necessary for

a king, who had the safety of so many tribes committed

to him. And he was a man of valour in a very extraordi-

nary degree, and rushed foremost of all into dangers on
behalf of his subjects, animating his soldiers to action by
his own energy in fighting, and not by commanding them
in a despotic way. He had also very great ability in un-

derstanding and comprehending the present and future.

He was prudent and moderate, and kind to such as were

in calamities, he was just and humane, which are good

qualities peculiarly fit for kings, nor was he guilty of any
crime in the exercise of such great authority except in

the affair of the wife of Uriah. He also left behind him
greater wealth than any other king, either of the Hebrews
or of other nations, ever did.

§ 3. He was buried by his son Solomon, in Jerusalem,

with great magnificence, andwith all the funeral pomp which
kings are wont to be buried with : moreover, he had great and
immense wealth buried with him ; the quantity of which

may be easily conjectured by what I shall now record.

One thousand three hundred years afterwards Hyrcanus
the high priest, when he was besieged by Antiochus, sur-

named the Pious, the son of Demetrius, and wished to

give him money to get him to raise the siege and draw off

his army, having no other means of getting the money,

opened a chamber in David's tomb, and took out three

thousand talents, and gave part of that sum to Antiochus,

and so caused the siege to be raised, as I have stated else-

where. And many years after him Herod the king opened

another chamber, and took away a great deal of money,

and yet neither of them came at the coffins of the kings

themselves, for their bodies were buried under the earth
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so artfully, that they did not appear even to those that

entered their tomb. " But so much shall suffice us to have

said concerning these matters.

BOOK VIII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-

THREE YEARS. FROM THE DEATH OF DAVID, TO THE
DEATH OF AHAB.

CHAP. I.

How Solomon, when he had received the Kingdom, took off

his Enemies.

§1-

I
HAVE already treated in the preceding book of David
and his virtue, and of the benefits he conferred upon

his countrymen, of his wars also and battles which he
managed with success, and then died an old man. And
when Solomon his son, who was but a youth in age (whom
David had declared while he was alive lord of the people
according to God's will), had taken over the kingdom
and sat upon the throne, the whole body of the people
made joyful acclamations, as is usual at the beginning of

a reign ; and wished that all his affairs might come to a
happy conclusion, and that he might arrive at a great
age, with his kingdom in the most prosperous condition
possible.

§ 2. Now Adonijah, who had, even while his father was
living, attempted to gain possession of the kingdom, went
to the king's mother Bathsheba, and saluted her with great
civility ; and when she asked him, whether he came to her
because he desired her assistance in anything, and bade
him tell her if that were the case, for she would cheerfully
afford it him, he began to say, that she herself knew that
the kingdom was rightfully his, both on account of his
priority of age and the wish of the multitude, though
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had been transferred to Solomon her son according to the

will of God. He also said that he was contented to be a

servant under him, and acquiesced in the present state of

affairs, but he desired her tobe a means of obtaining a favour

from his brother for him, by persuading him to bestow on
him in marriage Abishag, who had indeed slept by his

father, but because his father was too old, he had not lain

with her, and she was still a virgin. And Bathsheba very

readily promised to afford him her assistance to bring this

marriage about, both because the king would be willing to

gratify him, and because she would press it upon him very

earnestly. Accordingly, he went away hopeful of com-
passing this match, and Solomon's mother went at once to

her son, to speak to him about what she had promised
Adonijah upon his request to her. And when her son

came forward to meet her and embraced her, and led her

into the chamber where the royal throne was set, he sat down
thereon, and bade them set another throne on the right

hand for his mother. And when Bathsheba was sat down,
she said, "O my son, grant me one request that I ask of

thee, and do not treat me disagreeably or peevishly by a

refusal." And when Solomon bade her lay her commands
upon him, because it was his duty to grant her everything

she should ask, and first complained somewhat that she did

not speak with a firm expectation of obtaining what she

asked, but seemed to have some fear of a denial, she en-

treated him to grant that his brother Adonijah might marry
Abishag.

§ 3. But the king was greatly offended at this request,

and sent away his mother, saying that Adonijah aimed at

great things, and that he wondered that she did not ask
him to yield up the kingdom to him as his elder brother,

since she asked that he might marry Abishag, for he
had potent friends in Joab the captain of the host and in

Abiathar the priest. So he sent for Benaiah, the captain

of the body-guards, and ordered him to slay his brother

Adonijah. He also called for Abiathar the priest, and
said to him, " I will not put you to death, because of the

various hardships you endured with my father, and be-

cause of the ark which you removed with him, but I inflict

he following punishment upon you, because you were one
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of Adonijali's followers, and one of his party. Do not

continue here, nor come any more into my sight, but go to

vour own town, and live in your own fields all your life,

for vou have offended so greatly, that it is not just that

you"should retain your office any longer." For the fore-

mentioned cause therefore the house of Ithamar was de-

prived of the high priesthood, as God had foretold to Eli

the grandfather of Abiathar, and it was transferred to

the family of Phinehas, to Zadok. Now those that were

of the family of Phinehas, who lived privately during

the time that the high priesthood was transferred to the

house of Ithamar (of which family Eli was the first that

received it), were as follows: Boccias, the son of Joseph

the high priest, his son was Joatham, Joatham's son was
Meraioth, Meraioth's son was Arophseus, Arophseus' son

was Ahitub, and Ahitub's son was Zadok, who was first

made high priest in the reign of David.

§ 4. Now when Joab the captain of the host heard of

the death of Adonijah, he was greatly afraid, for he was a

greater friend to him than to king Solomon ; and sus-

pecting, not without reason, that he was in danger on
account of his good will to Adonijah, he fled to the altar,

supposing that he might so get safety to himself because

of the king's piety towards Clod. But when some told the

king what Joab's idea was, he sent Benaiah, and com-
manded him to remove Joab from the altar, and bring

him to the judgment- seat to make his defence. However,
Joab said he would not leave the altar, but would die

there rather than in another place. And when Benaiah
reported his answer to the king, Solomon commanded him
to cut off his head there, as he wished, and to inflict

that punishment for those two captains of the host whom
he had wickedly murdered, and to bury his body, that
his sins might never leave his family, but that he himself

and his father might be guiltless by Joab's death. And
when Benaiah had done what he was commanded to do,

he was himself appointed to be captain of the whole army.
The king also made Zadok high priest alone in the room of

Aliiathar, whom he had removed.

§ 5. As to Shimei, Solomon commanded that he should
build a house and dwell at Jerusalem, and live near



CHAP. II.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 75

him, and should not have authority to go over the

brook Cedron, and if he disobeyed that command, death

should be his punishment. And. not content with this

threat, he compelled him to take an oath that he would

obey. And Shiniei said that he had reason to thank

Solomon for giving him such an order, and swore that he

would do as he bade him, and he left his own city and
made his abode in Jerusalem. But three years after-

wards, when he heard that two of his servants had run
away from him, and were in G-ath, he set out to bring

them back. And when he returned back with them, the

king heard of it, and was much displeased that he had
neglected his commands, and what was more, had had no

regard to the oaths he had sworn to God; so he called

him, and said to him, " Didst thou not swear never to

leave me, nor to go out of this city to another ? thou shalt

not therefore escape punishment for thy perjury; but I

will punish thee, thou wicked wretch, both for this crime,

and for thy abuse of my father when he was in his flight,

that thou mayest know that wicked men gain nothing at

last, although they be not punished immediately for their

crimes, but that during all the time wherein they think

themselves secure, because they have yet suffered nothing,

their punishment increases, and is heavier upon them than

if they had been punished immediately upon the com-

mission of their crimes." Then Benaiah at the king's

command slew Shimei.

CHAP. H.

Concerning the Wife of Solomon, and his Wisdom and

Riches, and what he obtained of Hiram for the building

of the Temple.

§ L
SOLOMON, having already settled himself firmly in his

kingdom, and having brought his enemies to punish-

ment, married the daughter of Pharaoh king of Egypt,

and made the walls of Jerusalem much larger and stronger

than they had been before, and thenceforward managed
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public affairs very peaceably ; nor was his youth any

hindrance to justice or the observation of the laws, or

the remembrance of the charges his father had given him
at his death, but he discharged every duty with great

exactness, such as might have been expected from aged

men of the greatest prudence. He now resolved to go to

Hebron, and sacrifice to G-od upon the brazen altar that

was built by Moses, and he offered there a thousand

burnt-offerings, and when he had done this, it seemed

he had paid great honour to God, for that very night as

he was asleep God appeared to him, and commanded
him to ask what gifts he should give him as a reward for

his piety. And Solomon asked of God what was most
excellent, and of the greatest worth in itself, and what
God would bestow with the greatest joy, and what it was
most profitable for man to receive ; for he did not ask to

have bestowed upon him either gold or silver or any other

riches, as a man and a youth might naturally have done,

for these are the things generally esteemed by most men,
as alone of the greatest worth, and as the best gifts of God

;

but, he said, " Give me, Lord, a sound mind and good
understanding, whereby I may judge the people according

to truth and righteousness." With this prayer God was
well pleased, and promised to give him all those things

besides that he had not mentioned in his choice, riches,

glory, and above all victory over his enemies, and under-
standing and wisdom, such as no other, either king or

ordinary person, ever had. He also promised to preserve

the kingdom to his posterity for a very long time, if he
continued righteous and obedient to him, and imitated his

father in those things wherein he was excellent. When
Solomon heard this from God, he at once leaped out of his

bed, and when he had worshipped him he returned to

Jerusalem, and after he had offered great sacrifices before
the tabernacle, he feasted all his household.

§ 2. In these days a difficult case came before him,
which it was very hard to determine. I think it neces-
sary to state the matter about which the judgment was,
that such as light upon my writings may know what a
difficult case Solomon had to determine, and those that
;itv concerned in such matters may take this sagacity of the
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king's for a pattern, that they may the more easily give

sentence on such questions. Two women who were profes-

sional harlots came to him, of whom she that seemed to

have been wronged began to speak first, and said, "0 king,

I and this other woman dwell together in one room : now
it came to pass that we both bore a son at the same hour
on the same day, and on the third day this woman overlaid

her son and killed it, and then took my son out of my
bosom, and removed him to herself, and as I was asleep
laid her dead son in my arms. Now when in the morn-
ing I was desirous to give the breast to the child, I did
not find my own, but saw the woman's dead child lying by
me, for I carefully looked at it and found it was so.

Then I demanded my son, and as I could not obtain him,
I have had recourse, my lord, to your assistance ; for as we
were alone, and there was nobody there that could convict

her, she impudently perseveres in the stout denial of the
fact." When she had told her story, the king asked
the other woman what she had to say in contradiction to

what had been stated. And when she denied that she
had done what she was charged with, and said that it was
her child that was living, and her antagonist's child that
was dead, and when no one could devise what judgment
should be given, and the whole court were blind in their

understanding, and could not tell how to find out this

riddle, the king alone contrived the following way to dis-

cover it. He bade them bring in both the dead child

and the living child, and sent for one of his body-
guards, and commanded him to draw his sword, and to

cut both the children into halves, that each of the
women might have half the living and half the dead child.

Hereupon all the people privately laughed at the king, as

no more than a youth. But mean time she that was the
real mother of the living child cried out, and begged that

he would not do so, but deliver the living child to the other
woman as her own, for she would be satisfied with the life

and sight of it, although it should be esteemed the other's

child : but the other woman was ready to see the child

divided, and was desirous moreover that the first woman
should be tormented. When the king understood that

both their words proceeded from truth, he adjudged the
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child to her that cried out to save it, for she was the real

mother of it, and he condemned the other as a wicked

woman, who had not only killed her own child, but was

anxious to see her friend's child destroyed also. Now
the multitude looked on this decision as a great sign and

proof of the king's sagacity and wisdom, and, after that day,

attended to him as to one that had a divine mind.

§ 3. Now the captains of his armies, and officers ap-

pointed over the whole country, were as follows. Over the

lot of Ephraim
l was Ures ; over the region of Bethlehem was

Dioclerus : and Abinadad, who married Solomon's daughter,

had the region of Dora 2 and the sea coast under him. The

o-reat plain
3 was under Benaiah, the son of Achilus, who also

governed all the country as far as the Jordan. G-abares ruled

over G-ilead
4 and G-aulanitis,

3
as far as Mount Lebanon, and

had under him sixty great and fenced cities. Achinadab

managed the affairs of all Galilee as far as Sidon, and he

also had married a daughter of Solomon, whose name was

Basima. Banacates had the sea coast about Arce, 6 and

Shaphat had mount Tabor, and Carmel, and Lower Galilee

[as far as the river Jordan.] And one man was appointed

over them throughout all this country. And Shimei was
intrusted with the lot of Benjamin, and Gabares had the

country beyond the Jordan. And over these again there

was one governor appointed. Now the people of the Hebrews
and the tribe of Judah wonderfully increased when they

betook themselves to husbandry and the cultivation of the

land; for as they enjoyed peace, and were not distracted

with wars and troubles, and also enjoyed abundantly the

most desirable liberty, they were all busy in augmenting
the product of their own lands, and making them worth
more than they had formerly been.

§ 4. The king appointed also other rulers, who were over

the land of Syria and of the strange nations, which reached

from the river Euphrates to Egypt, and they collected his

1 The hill country south of Nablus, Shechem. Compare the list of
Solomon's officers in 1 Kings iv. 8-19, where some of the names are
given in a different form. A

2 Now Tanturah.
3 The plain of Esdnelon, now Merj ibn 'Amir.
1 Mount Gilead, east of the Jordan, see note, vol. i. p. 121.
' Now Jauldn. 6 Now Tell 'Arka, not far from Tripoli.
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tribute from the nations. Now they contributed to the
king's table for his dinner every day thirty cors of fine

flour, and sixty of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out
of the pastures, and an hundred fat lambs ; besides what
was taken by hunting, as harts and buffaloes, birds and
fishes, which were brought to the king by the foreigners

every day. Solomon had also so great a number of

chariots, that the stalls of his horses for those chariots

were forty thousand. And besides these he had twelve
thousand horsemen, half of whom waited upon the king in

Jerusalem, and the rest were dispersed about and dwelt in

the royal villages : and the same officer who provided for

the king's expenses, supplied also the fodder for the horses,

and carried it to the place where the king abode.

§ 5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which God had be-

stowed on Solomon was so great, that he exceeded the ancients
and was no way inferior to the Egyptians, who are said

to be beyond all men in understanding ; nay, indeed, it

is evident that their sagacity was very much inferior to

that of the king's. He also excelled and distinguished

himself in wisdom above those who were most eminent
among the Hebrews at that time for ability, whose names
I will not omit, as Ethan and iEman and Chalceus and
Dardanus, the sons of Emaon. He also composed books
of odes and songs, a thousand and five ; of parables and
similitudes, three thousand ; for he spoke a parable upon
every sort of tree, from the hyssop to the cedar ; and in

like manner also about beasts, and all sorts of living crea-

tures, whether upon the earth, or in the seas, or in the air;

for he was not unacquainted with any of their natures, nor
did he omit inquiries about them, but described them all like

a philosopher, and showed his exquisite knowledge of their

several properties. G-od also enabled him to learn the art

which expels demons, which is useful and works cures for

men. He composed charms also by which diseases are

alleviated. And he left behind him forms of exorcisms,

by which people drive away demons so that they never re-

turn : and this method of cure is of very great value unto
this day ; for I have seen a certain man of my own country,

whose name was Eleazar, curing people possessed by
demons in the presence of Vespasian and his sons and
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captains and the whole of his soldiers. The manner of the

cure was as follows : he put a ring that had under its seal

one of those sorts of roots mentioned by Solomon to the

nostrils of the demoniac, and then drew the demon out

through his nostrils as he smelt it : and when the man fell

down immediately, he adjured the demon to return into

him no more, still making mention of Solomon, and reciting

the incantations which he had composed. And Eleazar,

wishing to persuade and show to the spectators that he had
such a power, used to set a little way off a cup or basin

full of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of

the man, to overturn it, and so to let the spectators know
that he had left the man. And when this was done, the

skill and wisdom of Solomon was showed very manifestly

;

and that all men may know the vastness of Solomon's

abilities, and how he was beloved of God, and that the

extraordinary virtues of every kind with which this king

was endowed may not be unknown to any people under
the sun, I have been induced to speak about these

matters.

§ 6. Now when Hiram king of Tyre had heard that

Solomon had succeeded to his father's kingdom, he was
very glad at it, for he was a friend of David. So he sent

ambassadors to him, and saluted him, and congratulated

him on the present happy state of his affairs. Upon which
Solomon sent him a" letter, the contents of which are as

follows.

Solomon to King Hiram.

" Know that my father would have built a temple to

God, but was hindered by wars and continual expeditions

;

for he did not leave off overthrowing his enemies till he
made them all subject to tribute. But I give thanks to
God for the peace I at present enjoy, and on that account
I am at leisure, and design to build a house to God, for
God foretold to my father that such a house . should be
built by me. Wherefore I desire you to send some of your
Bubjecti wiili mine to mount Lebanon to cut down timber,
for the Sidonians are more skilful than our people in
cutting wood. As for wages to the woodmen, I will pay
whatever price you shall fix."
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§ 7. When Hiram had read this letter he was pleased

with it : and wrote back the following answer to Solomon.

King Hiram to King Solomon.

"It is right to bless G-od, that he has committed your
father's government to you, who are a wise man, and en-

dowed with all virtues. As for myself, I rejoice at the

condition you are in, and will supply you with all things

you write to me about ; for when I have had cut down by
my subjects many and large cedar and cypress trees, I will

send them to the sea, and will order my subjects to make
rafts, and to sail with them to whatever place in your
country you shall desire, and leave them there, and then
your subjects can carry them to Jerusalem. But take care

in return for this timber to supply us with corn, which we
stand in need of, because we inhabit an island."

§ 8. The copies of these letters are extant at this day,

and are preserved not only in our books, but also among
the Tyrians, insomuch that if anyone would know the

certainty about them, he may ask the keepers of the public

records of Tyre to show him them, and he will find what
is there set down to agree with what I have narrated. I

have said so much from a desire that my readers may
know that I speak nothing but the truth, and do not
compose a history out of plausible materials to deceive

and please men at the same time; nor do I attempt to

avoid examination, or desire men to believe me imme-
diately ; nor am I at liberty to depart from speaking truth

(which is the proper commendation of an historian), and
yet be blameless : but I insist upon no admission of what
I say, unless I am able to manifest its truth by demonstra-
tion and cogent testimony.

§ 9. Now as soon as this letter was brought him from
the king of Tyre, king Solomon commended the readiness

and good-will he declared therein, and bartered with him
as he asked, and sent him yearly twenty thousand cors

of wheat, and as many baths of oil. The bath contains

seventy-two sextarii. He also sent him the same measure
of wine. And the friendship between Hiram and Solomon
increased through this more and more; and they swore

II. G
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to continue it for ever. And the king appointed a tribute

to be laid on all the people of thirty thousand labourers
;

whose work he rendered easy to them by skilfully

dividing it among them; for he made ten thousand cut

timber in mount Lebanon for a month, and then return

home and rest for two months, until the time when the

remaining twenty thousand had finished their month each

;

and so it came to pass that each ten thousand returned to

their work every fourth month. And Adoram was over

this tribute. There were also of the strangers who were

left by David, who were to carry the stones and other

materials, seventy thousand ; and of those that cut the

stones, eighty thousand. Of these three thousand three

hundred were overseers over the rest. He also enjoined

them to hew large stones for the foundations of the

temple, and to shape and unite them together in the

quarry first, and then bring them to the city. This was
done not only by the workmen of our own country, but

bv the artificers whom Hiram sent also.

CHAP. III.

Of the Building of the Temple.

§1.
SOLOMON began to build the temple in the fourth year

of his reign, in the second month, which the Macedo-
nians call Artemisius, and the Hebrews Jar, five hundred
and ninety-two years after the exodus of the Israelites out of

Egypt, and one thousand and twenty-two years after Abra-
ham's coming out of Mesopotamia into Canaan, and one
thousand four hundred and forty years after the deluge.

And from Adam, the first man" created, until Solomon
built the temple, there had passed in all three thousand
one hundred and two years. And the year in which the
temple began to be built, was just the eleventh year of
the reign of king Hiram ; and from the building of Tyre
to the building of the temple, there had passed two hundred
and forty years.
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§ 2. Now king Solomon laid the foundations of the

temple very deep in the ground, and the materials were
strong stones, such as would resist the force of time,

which were to fit in with the earth, and become a basis and
sure foundation for the structure which was to be erected

upon it ; they were to be so strong in order to sustain with
ease that vast pile and precious ornaments, whose own
weight was to be not less than the weight of those other

high and heavy buildings which the king designed to be
very ornamental and magnificent. They erected it of white
stone quite up to the roof ; its height was sixty cubits, and
its length was the same, and its breadth twenty. There
was another building erected over it, equal to it in its pro-

portions, so that the entire height of the temple was a
hundred and twenty cubits. It faced east. As to the

porch, they built it in front of the temple ; its length was
twenty cubits to match the breadth of the house ; and it

was ten cubits in breadth, and its height was raised as

high as a hundred and twenty cubits. He also built round
about the temple thirty small rooms, which might include

the whole temple, by their closeness one to another, and
by their number and outward position round it. He also

made passages through them, that one might pass from
one into another. Every one of these rooms was five

cubits in breadth, and the same in length, but twenty in

height. Above these there were other rooms, and others

above them, equal both in their proportions and number

;

so that they reached a height equal to the lower part of

the house ; for the upper part had no buildings about it.

The roof that was over the house was of cedar ; and indeed
every one of these rooms had a roof of its own, not con-

nected with the other rooms ; but for the other parts there

was a covered roof common to them all, and built with
very long beams, that passed through the rest, and through
the whole building, so that the middle walls being

strengthened by the same beams of timber, might be
thereby made firmer ; and as for that part of the roof that

was under the beams, it was made of the same materials,

and was all made smooth, and had ornaments proper for

roofs, and plates of gold nailed upon them. A_nd he en-

closed the walls with boards of cedar, and had them gilt
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over, so that the whole temple shone, and dazzled the eyes

of such as entered by the splendour of the gold that was

on every side of them. And the whole structure of the

temple was with great skill wrought of polished stones, laid

together so very harmoniously and smoothly, that to the

spectators there appeared no sign of any hammer or other

instrument of architecture, but it seemed as if, without

any use of them, the entire materials had naturally united

themselves together, that the fitting in of one part with

another seemed rather to have been natural than to have

arisen from the action of tools. The king also had a fine

contrivance for an ascent to the upper room over the temple

by a spiral staircase in the thickness of the wall ; for it

had no large door at the east end as the lower house had,

but the entrances were by the sides through, very small

doors. He also overlaid the temple both within and with-

out with boards of cedar, that were fastened together by
thick iron clamps, so as to be of the nature of a support and
strength to the building.

§ 3. And when the king had divided the temple into two
parts, he made the inner house, which was twenty cubits

square, to be the most holy place, but he appointed that of

forty cubits to be the sanctuary ; and when he had cut a
door-place in the wall, he put therein doors of cedar, and
overlaid them with a great deal of gold that had various

carvings upon it. He also had veils of blue and purple and
scarlet, of the brightest and softest linen, with the most
curious flowers wrought upon them, to hang before those
doors. He also dedicated for the most holy place, whose
breadth was twenty cubits and length the same, two cheru-
bim s of solid gold ; the height of each of them was five

cubits : and they had each of them two wings stretched
out five cubits

; he so set them up not far from each other,

that with one wing they might touch the south wall of

the most holy place, and with another the north wall ; their
other wings, which joined each other, were a covering to the
ark, which was placed between them ; but nobody can tell,

or even conjecture, what was the shape of these cherubims.
He also laid the floor of the temple with plates of gold, and
he added doors to the gate of the temple in proportion to the
height of the wall, and in breadth twenty cubits, and to
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them lie attached gold plates. And, to say all in one
word, he left no part of the temple, either internal or ex-

ternal, not overlaid with gold. He had also curtains drawn
over these doors in like manner as they were drawn over

the inner doors of the most holy place. But the door of

the porch had nothing of the kind.

§ 4. And Solomon sent for an artificer from Tyre, whose
name was Hiram, who was of the tribe of Naphtali on the

mother's side (for she was of that tribe), but his father

was Uriah, of the stock of the Israelites. This man was
skilful in all sorts of work, but his chief skill lay in work-
ing in gold and silver and brass, and he did all the curious

work about the temple as the king wished. This Hiram
also made two pillars of brass, and the thickness of the

brass was four fingers, and the height of the pillars was
eighteen cubits, and their circumference twelve cubits, and
there was cast with each of their chapiters lily work, that

stood upon the pillars, and was elevated five cubits, round
about which there was net-work, interwoven with small
palms made of brass, which covered the lily work. To this

also were hung two hundred pomegranates in two rows.

One of these pillars he set at the entrance of the porch on
the right, and called it Jachin, and the other he set at the

left, and called it Boaz.

§ 5. He also cast a brazen sea whose figure was that

of a hemisphere. This brazen vessel was called a sea

from its size, for the laver was ten feet in diameter, and
cast of the thickness of a palm : its middle part rested on
a short pillar, that had ten spirals round it, and the pillai

was one cubit in diameter. There stood round about it

twelve oxen facing the four winds of heaven, three towards
each wind, having their hinder parts so depressed that the

hemispherical vessel might rest upon them, which itself

was also depressed round about inwardly. Now this sea

was capable of containing three thousand baths.

§ 6. He also made ten brazen quadrangular bases for as

many lavers : the length of every one of these bases was
five cubits, and the breadth four cubits, and the height six

cubits. The work was turned, and contrived as follows : there

were four small quadrangular pillars that stood one at each
corner, that had the sides of the base fitted to them on each
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quarter : they were parted into three parts ; every interval

had a border fitted to support [the laver], upon which was
engraven, sometimes a lion, sometimes a bull or an eagle.

The small pillars had the same animals engraven that were

engraven on the sides. The whole work was elevated upon
four wheels, which were also cast, and had naves and
felloes, and were a foot and a half in diameter. Anyone
who saw the spokes of the wheels, how exactly they were

turned, and united to the sides of the bases, and with what
harmony they fitted to the felloes, would wonder at them.

Their construction was as follows: certain shoulders of

hands stretched out held the corners above, upon which
rested a short spiral pillar, that lay under the hollow part

of the laver, resting upon the fore part of the eagle and
the lion, which were so skilfully joined that those who
viewed them would think they were of one piece : between
these were engraved palm-trees. Such was the construc-

tion of the ten bases. He also made ten large round brass

lavers, each of which contained forty baths, and its height

was four cubits, and its edges were equi-distant from
each other. He also placed these lavers upon the ten

bases that were called Mechonoth ; and he set five of the

lavers on the left side of the temple, which was the side

towards the north, and as many on the right side towards
the south, but facing east : the same way he also set the

brazen sea, which he filled with water and assigned for

washing the hands and feet of the priests when they entered
into the temple, and were to ascend to the altar, and the
lavers were to cleanse the entrails and feet of the beasts
that were to be burnt-offerings.

§ 7. Hiram also made a brazen altar, whose length was
twenty cubits, and its breadth the same, and its height ten,

for the burnt-offerings. He also made all its vessels of
brass, the pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and be-
sides these, the snuffers and the tongs, and all its other
vessels, and of such brass as was in brightness and beauty
like gold. The king also dedicated a great number of
tables, and one that was large and made of gold, upon
which they set the loaves of God : and he made ten thou-
sand more that resembled them, but were made in another
manner, upon which lay the vials and the cups ; those of
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gold were twenty thousand, and those of silver were forty-

thousand. He also made ten thousand candlesticks accord-

ing to the command of Moses, one of which he dedicated

for the temple, that it might burn in the day-time accord-

ing to the law ; and one table with loaves upon it on the

north side of the temple over against the candlestick ; for

this he set on the south side, but the golden altar stood

between them. All these vessels were contained in the

house which was forty cubits long, before the veil of the

most holy place wherein the ark was to be set.

§ 8. The king also had eighty thousand pouring vessels

made, and a hundred thousand golden vials, and twice as

many silver vials ; and of golden dishes, to offer kneaded
fine flour at the altar, there were eighty thousand, and
twice as many of silver. Of large basons also, wherein
they mixed fine flour with oil, there were sixty thousand of

gold, and twice as many of silver. Of the measures of

Moses called Hin and Assaron, there were twenty thou-
sand of gold, and twice as many of silver. The golden
censers, in which they carried the incense into the temple,

were twenty thousand : the other censers, in which they
carried fire from the great altar to the little altar within

the temple, were fifty thousand. The sacerdotal garments
which belonged to the high priests, with the long robes,

and the oracle, and the precious stones, were a thousand.
But the crown upon which Moses wrote the name of God,
was only one, and has remained to this very day. He also

made ten thousand sacerdotal garments of fine linen, with
purple girdles, for every priest, and two hundred thousand
trumpets, according to the command of Moses : and two
hundred thousand garments of fine linen for the singers

that were Levites. And he made forty thousand musical
instruments such as were invented for singing hymns, called

Nablse and Cinyrae [psalteries and harps] , which were made
of a compound of gold and silver.

§ 9. Solomon had all these things made for the honour
of G-od, with great expenditure and magnificence, sparing

no cost, but using all possible liberality in adorning the

temple ; and these things he dedicated to the treasures of

God. He also placed round about the temple a partition,

which in our tongue we call Gison, but it is called dpiyKog
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by the Greeks, and he raised it up to the height of three

cubits ; it was to keep the multitude from coming into the

temple, and to signify that it was a place that was open

only to the priests. He also built outside this a temple,

in figure quadrangular, and erected for it great and broad
porticoes entered by very high gates, each of which faced

one of the four winds, and was shut by golden doors.

Into this temple all the people entered that were distin-

guished from the rest by being pure and observant of

the laws. But he made this outside temple a wonderful
one indeed, and such as exceeds all description in words

;

nay, if I may so say, it is hardly credited when seen;

for when he had filled up with earth great valleys

(which, on account of their immense depth, could not
be looked on, when you bent down to see them, with-

out pain,) and had elevated the ground four hundred
cubits, he made it on a level with the top of the mountain
on which the temple was built, and by this means the out-

most temple, which was exposed to the air, was even with
the temple itself. He encompassed it also with a build-
ing of a double row of porticoes, which stood on high
pillars of native stone, while the roofs were of cedar, and
were polished with fret-work ; and he made all the doors of
this temple of silver.

CHAP. IV.

How Solomon removed the Ark to the Temple, and made
Supplication to God and offered public Sacrifices to him.

§1.
VX/HEN king Solomon had finished these works and
v v large and beautiful buildings, and had laid up his

donations in the temple, and accomplished all this in
seven years, and had given proof of his riches and
zeal, insomuch that anyone who saw it would have
thought it must have been an immense time ere it could
have been finished, and would be surprised that so much
could be finished in so short a time, short, I mean, if com-
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pared with the greatness of the work, he wrote to the

rulers and elders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the

people to gather themselves together to Jerusalem, both to

see the temple which he had built, and to remove the ark of

G-od to it. And when this invitation to the whole body of the

people to come to Jerusalem was carried round to everybody,

it was the seventh month before they assembled together,

which month is by our countrymen called Thisri, but by
the Macedonians Hyperberetaeus. The feast of tabernacles

happened to fall at the same time, which was celebrated

by the Hebrews as a most holy and important feast. So

they carried the ark and the tabernacle which Moses had
pitched, and all the vessels that were for ministration in

the sacrifices to G-od, and removed them to the temple.

The king himself and all the people and the Levites went
before, reudering the ground moist with drink-offerings

and the blood of a great many victims, and burning an
immense quantity of incense ; and that till the very air

itself everywhere round about was so full of these odours,

that it reached in a most agreeable manner persons at a

great distance, and was a token of G-od's presence, and, as

men thought, of his habitation in this newly built and
consecrated place ; and they did not grow weary either of

singing hymns or of dancing until they reached the

temple. And in this manner did they bring the ark.

But when they were to transfer it to the most holy place,

the rest of the multitude went away, and only the

priests that carried it set it between the two cherubims,

which embraced it with their wings, for so were they

framed by the artificer, and covered it as under a tent or

dome. Now the ark contained nothing else but those

two tables of stone that preserved the ten commandments,
which G-od spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, and which

were inscribed upon them ; but they set the candlestick

and table and the golden altar in the temple before the

most holy place, in the very same positions which they

occupied till that time in the tabernacle, when ' they offered

the daily sacrifices. And Solomon set the brazen altar

1 For Kal I read wg. It is well known how frequently these two

words are transposed in Greek MSS. This arises from an abbreviation

for both, which is very similar.
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before the temple over against the door, that when the

door was opened it might be exposed to sight, and the

sacred solemnities, and the costliness of the sacrifice, might

be thence descried. And they gathered together all the

rest of the vessels and put them within the temple.

§ 2. Now, as soon as the priests had pnt all things in

order about the ark and had gone out, there came down
suddenly a thick cloud, which stood there, and spread it-

self in a gentle manner through the temple ;
it was a cloud

diffused and temperate, not a rough one such as we see

full of rain in the winter season. This cloud so darkened

the place that the priests could not discern one another, but

it afforded to the minds of all a visible image and glorious

token of God's having descended into this temple, and of

his having gladly pitched his tabernacle therein. And
those present were intent upon this thought. And king

Solomon rose up, (for he was sitting before,) and used

such words to G-od as he thought agreeable to the divine

nature to receive and fit for him to give. "Thou hast

[he said] an eternal house, Lord, and such an one as

thou hast created for thyself out of thine own works ; we
know thou pervadest the heaven, and the air, and the earth,

and the sea, nor art thou contained within these limits. I

have indeed built this temple to thee, and called it by
thy name, that from thence, when we sacrifice and perform
sacred rites, we may send our prayers up into the air, and
may constantly believe that thou art present and not
far off. For as thou seeest and hearest all things, when it

pleases thee to dwell here, thou dost not fail to be very

near to all men, but especially art thou present to those
that pray to thee by night or by day." When he had
thus solemnly addressed himself to G-od, he turned his

discourse to the multitude, and strongly represented to

them the power and providence of God, how he had showed
all things that were come to pass to David his father, and
most had indeed already come to pass, and the- rest would
certainly come to pass hereafter ; and how he had given
him his name, and foretold what he should be called
before he was born, and how, when he should be king
after his father's death, he should build him a temple. And
as they saw this accomplished according to his prediction,
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he asked them to bless G-od, and believing in him from what
they had seen accomplished, never to despair of anything

that he had promised for the fntnre for their happiness, as

if it would not come to pass.

§ 3. When the king had thus discoursed to the multi-

tude, he looked again towards the temple, and, lifting up
his right hand to the multitude, he said, " It is not indeed

possible by what men can do to return thanks to G-od for his

benefits bestowed upon them, for the Deity stands in need of

nothing, and is above any such requital ; but as we have
been made superior, Lord, to all other living creatures

by thee, it is our bounden duty to bless thy majesty, and
return thee thanks for what thou hast bestowed upon our

house, and on the Hebrew people. For with what other

thing can we better appease thee, when thou art angry

with us, or more properly preserve thy favour, than

with our voice ; which, as we have it from the air, so do
we know that by that air it ascends upwards. I there-

fore now return my thanks thereby in the first place

for my father, whom thou didst raise from obscurity

unto so great glory, and in the next place for myself, since

thou hast performed all that thou hast promised me up to

this very day. And I beseech thee, for the time to come,

to afford us whatever thou. O God, hast power to bestow

on such as thou dost esteem, and to augment our house

for all time, as thou didst promise David my father, both

in his lifetime and at his death, that our kingdom should

continue, and that his posterity should inherit it for ten

thousand generations. Do not therefore fail to give us

these blessings, and to bestow on my offspring that virtue

in which thou delightest. And besides all this, I humbly
beseech thee, that thou wilt let some portion of thy spirit

come down and dwell in this temple, that thou mayest
appear to be with us upon earth. As to thyself, the entire

heavens and the immensity of the things that are therein

are but a small habitation for thee, much more is this poor

temple so : but I entreat thee to keep it as thine own house,

so that it shall never be sacked by our enemies, and
to take care of it as thine own possession. And if ever

this people be found to have sinned, and be thereupon

afflicted by thee with any plague because of their sin, as
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with dearth or pestilence, or any other affliction which thou

wont to inflict on those that transgress any of thy holy

laws, and if they gather themselves together and take

refuge all of them in this temple, beseeching thee and

begging of thee to deliver them, then do thou, being

within this house, hear their prayers, and have mercy

upon them, and deliver them from their afflictions.

Moreover I implore this help of thee, not for the Hebrews
only, when they are in distress, but when any shall come
hither even from the ends of the world, and shall re-

turn from their sins and implore thy pardon, do thou

then pardon them and hear their prayer. For so all shall

learn that thou thyself wast pleased with the building

of this house for thee, and that we are not ourselves of an
unhumane nature, nor hostile to such as are not of our

own people, but are willing that thy help should be given

to all men in common, and that the enjoyment of thy

benefits should be bestowed upon them."

§ 4. When Solomon had said this, and prostrated him-
self upon the ground, and worshipped a long time, he
rose up, and brought sacrifices to the altar, and when he
had filled it with unblemished victims, he . most clearly

discovered that God had with pleasure accepted all his

sacrifice. For a fire came running out of the air, and
darting with violence upon the altar, in the sight of

all, which licked up and consumed all the sacrifice. Now,
when this divine appearance was seen, the people supposed
it to be a proof that G-od would abide in the temple, and
were pleased with it, and fell down upon the ground and
worshipped. And the king began to bless God, and
exhorted the multitude to do the same, as now having
tokens of God's favourable disposition to them ; and to

pray that they might always have the like from him, and
that he would preserve in them a mind pure from all

wickedness, owing to their righteousness and religious

worship and keeping the commandments which God had
given them by Moses, because so the Hebrew nation
would be happy, indeed the most blessed of all man-
kind. He exhorted them also to remember, that by what
means they had attained their present good things, by
the same they must preserve them sure to themselves, and
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make them greater and more than they were at present

;

for they ought not to suppose only that they had received

them on account of their piety and righteousness, but also

that they had no other way of preserving them for the
time to come, for it is not so great a thing for men to

acquire something that they want, as to keep what they
have acquired, and to be guilty of no sm whereby it mav
be lost.

§ 5. When the king had spoken thus to the multi-
tude, he broke up the assembly, having completed the
sacrifices both for himself and for the Hebrews, for he
sacrificed twenty-two thousand oxen, and an hundred and
twenty thousand sheep. For the temple did then first taste

of victims, and all the Hebrews with their wives and
children feasted therein ; moreover the king then observed
splendidly and magnificently the feast which is called ^the

Feast of Tabernacles before the temple for twice seven
days, feasting together with all the people.

§ 6. When all these solemnities were abundantly per-
formed, and nothing omitted that concerned the worship
of God, the king dismissed the people, and they went every
one to their homes, giving thanks to the kiDg for the care
he had taken of them, and the works he had done for
them, and praying God to preserve Solomon as their king
for a long time. They also took their journey home with
rejoicing and merrymaking, and singing hymns to God,
so that the pleasure they enjoyed took away the sense of
the tediousness of their journey home. For when they had
brought the ark into the temple, and had seen its great-

ness and how fine it was, and had been partakers of the
many sacrifices and festivals, they returned every one to
their own cities. And a dream appeared to the king in

his sleep, and informed him that God had heard his

prayers, and that he would not only preserve the temple,
but would always abide in it, if his posterity and all the
people should be righteous. As for the king himself, if

he abode by the advice of his father, he would advance
him to an immense degree of hajjpiness, and his posterity

of the tribe of Judah should be kings of that country for
ever : but if he should be found a betrayer of the ordi-

nances of the law, and forget them and turn away to
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the worship of strange gods, he would cut him off root

and branch, and would neither suffer any remnant of

his family to continue, nor would preserve the people of

Israel any longer from afflictions, but would utterly des-

troy them with ten thousand wars and misfortunes ; and
would cast them out of the land which he had given their

fathers, and make them sojourners in strange lands ; and
deliver that temple, which was now built, to be burnt and
spoiled by their enemies, and their city to be utterly over-

thrown by the hands of their enemies ; and would make
their miseries deserve to be a proverb, and such as should
hardly be credited for their stupendous magnitude, so

that their neighbours, when they should hear of them,
should wonder at their calamities, and very earnestly in-

quire why the Hebrews, who had before been advanced
by God to such glory and wealth, should be then so hated
by him ; and the answer that should be made by the
remnant of the people should be their confessing their

sins and transgression of the laws of their country. We
have it transmitted to us in writing, that God did thus
speak to Solomon in his sleep.

CHAP. V.

How Solomon built himself a royal Palace, very costly and
splendid ; and how he solved the Biddies which were sent
him by Hiram.

§ L
A FTER the building of the temple, which, as I have

x *- before said, was finished in seven years, the king laid
the foundation of his palace, which he did not finish under
thirteen years. For he was not equally zealous in the build-
ing of his palace as he had been about the temple ; for as
to that, though it was a great work, and required wonder-
ful and surprising application, yet God, for whom it was
made, so far co-operated in the work, that it was finished in
the forementioned number of years ; but the palace, which
was a building much inferior in dignity to the temple,
not only because its materials had not been got ready so
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long beforehand, nor so carefully prepared, but because it

was only an habitation for kings and not for God, took
longer time to finish. However, it was a magnificent

edifice, and one that suited the prosperity of the Hebrews
and their king ; but it is necessary for me to describe the

entire structure and arrangement of it, that so those that

light upon this book may conjecture and form some idea

of its magnitude.

§ 2. The house was a large and handsome building,

supported by many pillars, and Solomon built it to con-

tain a great many persons for hearing cases, and taking

cognizance of suits, for it was large enough to hold a great

many men, who might assemble to hear cases determined.

It was an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty

high, supported by quadrangular pillars which were all of

cedar, and its roof was of the Corinthian order, with doors

of equal size, and three-grooved panels, so that the build-

ing was at once strong and ornamental. There was also

another house placed in the middle, it was quadrangular,

and its breadth was thirty cubits, and there was a

temple opposite to it raised upon massive pillars ; in

which temple there was a magnificent hall, where the king

sat in judgment, to which was joined another house, that

was built for the queen. There were other smaller edifices

for food and sleep after public affairs were over, and these

were all floored with boards of cedar. Some of these

Solomon built with stones of ten cubits, and wainscoted

the walls with other stone that was sawn and of great

value, such as is dug out of the earth to ornament temples,

and to add to the show of royal palaces, making the mines
whence it is dug famous. Now the curious workmanship of

this stone was in three rows, and the fourth row would make
one admire its sculptures, wherein were represented trees

and all sorts of plants, with the shades that arose from their

branches, and leaves that hung down from them. Those
trees and plants covered the stone that was beneath them,
and their leaves were wrought so wonderfully fine, that

you would think they moved. But the other part up to

the roof was plastered over, and embroidered with colours

and pictures. Solomon built moreover other edifices for

pleasure, as also very long porticoes situated in an agree-
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able part of the palace, and among them a most glorious

dining-room for feastings and revellings, full of gold and

such other furniture as so fine a room ought to have for

the convenience of the guests, and all the vessels were

made of gold. Indeed it is hard to reckon up the mag-
nitude and variety of the royal apartments, how many
rooms there were of the largest sort, how many of a size

inferior to those, how many that were underground and

secret, the beauty of those that enjoyed the fresh air,

and groves with the most delightful landscapes for avoid-

ing heat and for refreshment of the body. And to say

all in brief, Solomon made the whole building entirely

of white stone and cedar wood and gold and silver, and
adorned the roofs and walls with stones set in gold,

and beautified them thereby in the same manner as he

had beautified the temple of God with similar stones.

He also made himself a throne of prodigious size of

ivory, constructed on a dais, with six steps to it ; on

every one of which stood at each end of the step two lions,

two other lions standing above also ; and at the seat of

the throne, hands came out and received the king ; and
when he reclined in it, he rested on half a bullock, that

looked towards his back, and all was fastened together

with gold.

§ 3. When Solomon had completed both temple and
palace in twenty years' time, as Hiram king of Tyre had
contributed a great deal of gold and more silver to these

buildings, as also cedar wood and pine wood, he himself

requited Hiram with rich presents ; sending him annually
corn and wine and oil, which were the principal things

that he stood in need of, because he inhabited an island, as

I have already said. And besides these, he granted him
certain cities of Galilee, twenty in number, that lay not far

from Tyre ; and when Hiram went to them, and looked at

them, and did not like the gift, he sent word to Solomon, that

he did not want the cities, and from that time those cities

were called the land of Cabul, 1 which name, if it be interpreted

according to the language of the Phoenicians, denotes what
does not please. Moreover, the king of Tyre sent hard and

1 The ' land of Cabul ' was probably near the modern Kabul.
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enigmatical sayings to Solomon, and desired he would solve

them, and free them from the ambiguity that was in them.
Now so sagacious and intelligent was Solomon, that none
of these problems were too hard for him, but he conquered
them all by reasoning, and discovered their hidden mean-
ing, and brought it to light. Menander also, who trans-

lated the Tyrian archives out of the dialect of the Phoeni-
cians into the Greek language, makes mention of these two
kings, where he says thus :

" When Abibalus was dead, his

son Hiram succeeded him in the kingdom, and lived fifty-

three years and reigned thirty-four. He raised a bank in

the large place, and dedicated the golden pillar which is in

the temple of Zeus. He also went and cut down timber on
the mountain called Libanus for the roofs of temples ; and
when he had pulled down the ancient temples, he built

both the temple of Hercules and that of Astarte : and he
first set up the temple of Hercules in the month Peritius

;

he also made an expedition against the Iycaei who did not
pay their tribute, and when he had subdued them to him-
self, he returned. Under this king lived Abdemon's
younger son, who always conquered the difficult problems
which Solomon, king of Jerusalem, commanded him to ex-

plain." Dius also makes mention of him, where he says

thus :
" When Abibalus was dead, his son Hiram reigned.

He raised the eastern parts of the city higher, and made
the city itself larger. He also joined the temple of Olym-
pian Zeus, which before stood by itself, to the city, by rais-

ing a bank in the middle between them, and he adorned
it with donations of gold. Moreover, he went up to

mount Libanus, and cut down timber for the building of

temples." He says also, that " Solomon, who was then
king of Jerusalem, sent riddles to Hiram, and desired to

receive the like from him, and he who could not solve them
should pay money to him that did, and that Hiram accepted
the conditions, and when he was not able to solve the

riddles [proposed by Solomon], he paid a great deal of

money for his fine : but that afterwards he did solve the

proposed riddles by means of Abdemon, 1 a man of Tyre :

1 Dius and Menander state Hiram's riddle-guesser a little differently.

Their accounts will be harmonized if we consider that Abdemon's son

had the same name as his father. But the matter is of little moment.

II. H
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and that Hiram proposed other riddles, which, when Solo-

mon could not solve, he paid back a great deal of money to

Hiram." This is the account of Dius.

CHAP. VI.

How Solomon fortified the City of Jerusalem, and built great

Cities: and how he brought some of the Canaanites into

Stibjection, and entertained the Queen of Egypt and

Ethiopia.

§1.

NOW when the king saw that the walls of Jerusalem

stood in need of towers and other defences for their

security (for he thought the walls that surrounded Jeru-

salem ought to correspond to the dignity of the city), he

repaired them, and made them higher by great towers. He
also built cities which might be counted among the strong-

est, as Hazor l and Megiddo, 2 and the third G-azar,
3 which

had indeed belonged to the Philistines, but Pharaoh the king

of Egypt had made an expedition against it, and besieged it,

and taken it by storm, and when he had slain all its inhabi-

tants, he razed it to the ground, and gave it as a present to

his daughter who had married Solomon. So the king re-

built it, as a city that was naturally strong, and might be
useful in wars, or any reverses such as sometimes happen.

Moreover, he built two other cities not far from it ; Beth-

horon 4 was the name of one of them, and Baalath 5 was the

name of the other. He also built other cities that lay con-

veniently for these for enjoyment and pleasure, such as had
naturally a good temperature of air, and were agreeable

for fruits ripe in their proper seasons, and well watered
with springs. Nay, Solomon went as far as the desert

above Syria, and possessed himself of it, and built there

1 Probably the northern Hazor, near Kedesh Napthali.
2 Now el-Lcjjun, on the plain of Esdraelon. * Tell Jezar.
4 According to 1 Kings ix. 17. Beth-horon the nether, now Beit 'Ur

ct-Tahtn.
5 Now BeVatn, about two and a quarter miles north of Beth-horon

the nether.
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a very great city, which was distant two days' journey from
Upper Syria, and one day's journey from the Euphrates,
and six days' journey from the great Babylon. Now, the
reason why this city lay so remote from the inhabited parts
of Syria was that below there is no water to be had, and
that in that place only are there springs and wells of
water. When he had therefore built this city, and thrown
round it very strong walls, he gave it the name of Tad-
mor, and that is the name it is still called by to this
day among the Syrians, but the Greeks call it Palmyra.

§ 2. So Solomon the king was at this time engaged in
building these cities. Now if any people should ask why
all the kings of Egypt from Minaeus, who built Memphis,
and lived many years earlier than our forefather Abraham,
until Solomon, during an interval of more than one thou-
sand three hundred years, were called Pharaohs, and took
that title from one Pharaoh who lived after the kings of
that interval, I think it necessary to inform them, to cure
their ignorance, and to make the reason of that name
manifest. Pharaoh, in the Egyptian tongue, signifies a
king. 1

I suppose they had other names in their childhood,
but that, when they became kings, they changed them
into the name which in their own tongue denoted their

authority. Thus also the kings of Alexandria, who were
called formerly by other names, when they took the king-
dom, were called Ptolemies from their first king. The
Roman emperors also are from their birth called by other
names, but are called Caesars because their empire and dig-

nity imposes that name upon them, and so they do not

1 This signification of the name Pharaoh appears to be true. But
what Josephus adds presently, that ' no king of Egypt was called Pharaoh
after Solomon's father-in-law,' hardly agrees with our copies, which
have long afterwards the names of " Pharaoh-nechoh,' and ' Pharaoh-
hophrah,' 2 Kings xxiii. 29, Jer. xliv. 30, besides the frequent mention
of the name Pharaoh in the prophets. However, Josephus himself,

in his own speech to the Jews, Jewish War, v. 9, § 4, speaks of
Nechao, ' who was also called Pharaoh,' as the name of the king of
Egypt with whom Abraham was concerned : of which name Nechao
we have elsewhere no mention till the days of Josiah, but only of
Pharaoh. And indeed it must be confessed, that here, and § 5, we have
more mistakes made by Josephus, relating to the kings of Egypt, and
to the queen of Egypt and Ethiopia whom he supposes to have come
to see Solomon, than almost anywhere else in all the Antiquities.—-Wi
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continue in the names which their fathers gave them. I

suppose also that Herodotus of Halicarnassus,
1 when he

said there were three hundred and thirty kings of Egypt

after Minaeus, who built Memphis, 2 did not tell us their

names, because they were all in common called Pharaoh ;.

for when after their death a queen reigned, he calls her by

her name Nicaulis, thereby declaring, that as the male

kings had the same name, while a woman could not have

the same, he did therefore set down the name which she

could not by nature have. As for myself, I have dis-

covered from our own books, that after Pharaoh, the father-

in-law of Solomon, no other king of Egypt did any longer

use that name, and that it was after that time when the

fore-mentioned queen of Egypt and Ethiopia came to

Solomon. As to her I shall inform the reader presently ;

but I have now made mention of these things to prove that

our books and those of the Egyptians agree together in

many things.

§ 3. King Solomon also subdued the remnant of the

Canaanites that had not before submitted, those, I mean,
that dwelt in mount Lebanon and as far as the city of

Hamath, 3 and ordered them to pay tribute. He also chose

out of them every year such as were to serve him in the

meanest offices, and to do his domestic work, and till the

ground. For none of the Hebrews were slaves, (nor was
it reasonable, when God had brought so many nations

under their power, that they should depress their own
people to such mean offices of life rather than them,) but
all went armed to war with chariots and horses rather than,

lead the life of slaves. He appointed also five hundred and
fifty overseers over those Canaanites who were reduced to

such domestic slavery, who received the entire care of them
from the king, and instructed them in those labours and
operations wherein he wanted them.

§ 4. Moreover the king built many ships in the Egyp-
tian Bay of the Eed Sea, at a certain place called Ezion-
Geber

:

4
it is now called Berenice, and is not far from the

1 The largest city of Caria, now Budr&m.
a Now Mitrahamy

y
on the left bank of the Nile above Cairo. 3 Hama.

* The exact position of Ezion-Geber at the head of the gulf of 'Akabak
is not known.
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city of Eloth.
1 This country belonged formerly to the Jews,

and became useful for shipping in consequence of the dona-
tions of Hiram king of Tyre ; for he sent there a sufficient

number of pilots and men skilful in navigation, to whom
Solomon gave command that they should sail with his

stewards to the land that was of old called Ophir, but now
the Land of Gold, (which belongs to India,) to fetch him
gold. And when they had collected there four hundred
talents, they returned to the king again.

§ 5. There lived in those days a woman who was queen
of Egypt and Ethiopia,

2
a great student of philosophy, and

on other accounts also one to be admired. When this

queen heard of the virtue and wisdom of Solomon, she had
a great mind to see him, and the reports that went every

day abroad induced her to go to him. For being desirous

to be satisfied by her own experience, and not by bare

hearsay (for reports thus heard are likely enough to be
false, as they wholly depend on the credit of the relators),

she resolved to visit him, especially in order to test his

wisdom by propounding questions of very great difficulty,

and entreating that he would solve their hidden meaning.
So she came to Jerusalem with great splendour and rich

equipage ; for she brought with her camels laden with gold

and with several sorts of sweet spices and precious stones.

Now the king in his kind reception of her showed a great

desire to please her, and easily comprehending in his mind
the meaning of the curious questions she propounded to

him, he resolved them sooner than anybody could have
expected. So she was amazed at the wisdom of Solomon,
and discovered that it was more excellent upon trial than
she had heard by report beforehand ; and especially was

1 Eloth or Elath is the present 'Allah or 'Akabah, at the head of the
gulf of 'Akabah.

2 That this queen of Sheba was a queen of Sabaea in South Arabia,
and not of Egypt and Ethiopia, as Josephus here asserts, is, I suppose,
now generally agreed. And since Sabsea is well known to be a country
near the sea, south of Arabia Felix, which lay south from Judaea
also ; and since our Saviour calls this queen, ' the queen of the south,'

and says, ' she came from the utmost parts of the earth,' Matth. xii. 42
;

Luke xi. 31, which descriptions agree better to this Arabia than to

Egypt and Ethiopia, there is little occasion for doubt in the matter.

—W.
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she surprised at the fineness and largeness of the royal

palace, and not less at the good order of the apartments,

for she observed that the king had shown great wisdom
therein. But she was beyond measure astonished at the

house which was called the forest of Lebanon, as also at

the magnificence of the king's daily table, and its prepara-

tion and serving, and at the apparel of his servants that

waited, and their skilful and decorous attendance : nor was
she less affected with those daily sacrifices which were

offered to God, and the careful diligence which the priests

and Levites displayed in connection with them. As she

saw all this happening every day, she was in the greatest

wonder imaginable, insomuch that she was not able to

contain the surprise she was in, but openly confessed how
wonderfully she was affected ; for she proceeded to dis-

course with the king, and owned in her speech that she was
overcome with wonder at the things I have related, and
said ;

" All things indeed, king, that come to our know-
ledge by report, come with uncertainty ; but as to those

good things that are yours, both what you yourself possess,

I mean wisdom and prudence, and what your kingdom
gives you, certainly the fame that came to us was no falsity,

it was not only a true report, but it described your happi-

ness as much less considerable than I now see it to be be-

fore my eyes. For report only attempted to persuade our
hearing, but did not so much make known the value of the
things themselves as does the sight of them, and the being
present among them. I indeed, who did not believe what
was reported, because of the multitude and grandeur of
the things I heard, do see them to be much more numerous
than they were reported to be. Accordingly I deem the
Hebrew people, as well as your servants and friends,

happy, who enjoy your presence, and hear your wisdom
every day continually. One would therefore bless God,
who has so loved this country, and those that dwell
therein, as to make you king over them."

§ 6. When the queen had thus shown by her words
how deeply the king had affected her, her disposition was
also made known by various presents, for she gave him
twenty talents of gold, and an immense quantity of spices,
and precious stones. They say also that we owe the root
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of the balsam, which our country still produces, to this

lady's gift. Solomon also gave her in return many good
things, especially bestowing upon her what she chose of her
own inclination, for there was nothing that she asked for

which he denied her ; and as he was very generous and liberal

in his own disposition, so did he show the greatness of his

soul by bestowing on her whatever she herself desired of

him. And when this queen of Egypt and Ethiopia had
obtained what I have already given an account of, and had
given as presents to the king what she had brought with
her, she returned to her own kingdom.

CHAP. VII.

How Solomon grew rich, and fell madly in love with Women,
and how God, being incensed at it, raised up Hadad
and Jeroboam against him. Concerning the Death of
Solomon.

§ L
ABOUT the same time there were brought to the king

from the country called the Land of Gold precious

stones and pine trees, and these trees be made use of for

propping up the temple and the palace, and also as the

materials of musical instruments, harps and psalteries, that

the Levites might make use of them in their hymns to

G-od. The wood that was brought to him at this time was
larger and finer than any that had ever been brought
before ; but let no one imagine that these pine trees were
like those which are now so named, and which get that

name from the merchants, who so call them to dazzle pur-

chasers ; for those we speak of were to the sight like the

wood of the fig-tree, but whiter and more shining. I have

said thus much, that nobody may be ignorant of the diffe-

rence of these sorts of wood, or unacquainted with the

nature of the genuine pine-tree, and I thought it both

seasonable and kind to mankind, when I mentioned the

uses the king made of it, to explain this difference.

§ 2. Now the weight of gold that was brought the king

was six hundred and sixty- six talents, not including hi that
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sum what was brought by the merchants, or what the

governors and kings of Arabia gave him in presents. He
also cast two hundred targets of gold, each of them weigh-

ing six hundred shekels. He also made three hundred
shields, every one weighing three pounds of gold, and had
them taken and put into the house which was called the

forest of Lebanon. He also made cups of gold and pre-

cious stones for the entertainment of his guests, and had
them adorned in the most artificial manner ; and he con-

trived that all his other numerous vessels should be of

gold, for there was nothing then sold or bought for silver.

For the king had many ships which lay in the sea of

Tarsus

;

l
these he commanded to carry all sorts of mer-

chandise to the remotest nations, by the sale of which
silver and gold was brought to the king, and a great quan-
tity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and apes. The voyage,

going and returning, took three years.

§ 3. And there went a great fame all round the neigh-

bouring countries, proclaiming the virtue and wisdom of

Solomon, insomuch that all kings everywhere were de-
sirous to see him, not giving credit to what was reported
on account of its seeming almost incredible; they also

showed the regard they had for him by the presents
they made him ; for they sent him vessels of gold and
silver, and purple garments, and many sorts of spices, and
horses and chariots, and as many mules for his carriages as

they could find likely to please the king's eyes from their
strength and beauty. This addition that he made to the
chariots and horses which he had before by those that were
sent him, augmented the number of his chariots by above
four hundred (for he had a thousand before), and
augmented the number of his horses by two thousand (for
he had twenty thousand before). These horses also were
so trained to make a fine appearance and run swiftly, that
no others could upon comparison with them appear" either
finer or swifter ; but they were at once the most beautiful
of all, and their swiftness was incomparable. Their riders
also were a further ornament to them, being in the first

place young men in the most delightful flower of their age,
1 Tarsus in Cilicia, now TersHs. According to 1 Kings x. 22, Solomon

" had at sea a navy of Tarshish with the navy of Hiram."
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and being also eminent for their stature and far taller than

other men. They had also very long heads of hair hanging

down, and were clothed in garments of Tyrian purple.

They had also dust of gold every day sprinkled on their

hair, so that their heads sparkled with the reflection of the

gold in the sun. The king himself rode upon a chariot in

the midst of these men (who were in armour and fitted with

bows) dressed in a white garment, and so used to go out of

the city in the morning. There was a certain place about

sixty furlongs from Jerusalem called Ethani, 1 very pleasant

from its fine gardens, and abounding in rivulets of water
;

2

there did he use to go out in the morning perched aloft

in his chariot.

§ 4. Now Solomon had divine sagacity and zeal in all

things, and was very fond of having things done in an

elegant manner : so he did not neglect the care of the ways,

but he laid a highway of black stone along the road that

led to Jerusalem, which was the royal city, both to make the

road very easy for travellers, and to manifest the grandeur

of his riches and government. He also divided his chariots

and disposed them in a regular order, that a certain number
of them should be in every city, (still, however, keeping a few

about his own person,) and those cities he called the cities

of his chariots. And the king made silver as plentiful in

Jerusalem as stones in the street ; and so multiplied cedar-

trees, which did not grow there before, in the plains of

Judaea, that they were like sycamore-trees for abundance.

He also commissioned the Egyptian merchants that brought

him their merchandise to sell him chariots with a pair of

horses for six hundred drachmae of silver each, and he sent

1 Whether these fine gardens and rivulets of Etham, about seven miles

from Jerusalem, where Solomon rode so often in state, be not those

alluded to, Eccles. ii. 5, 6, where he says, " He made him gardens and

orchards, and planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits ; he made him
pools of water, to water the wood that bringeth forth trees ;

" and to

the finest part whereof he seems to allude, when, in the Canticles, he

compares his spouse to a ' garden enclosed
;

' to a ' spring shut up ;

'

to a 'fountain sealed,' chap. iv. 12 (part of which fountains are still

extant, as Mr. Maundrell informs us, pages 87, 88), cannot now be cer-

tainly determined, but may be very probably conjectured.—W.
2 Probably the village Urtds, in the valley of the same name, south

of Bethlehem. The name is retained in
iAin 'Atdn, not far from the

village.
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them as presents to the kings of Syria, and to those kings

that were beyond the Euphrates.

§ 5. But although Solomon was become the most glorious

of kings and the best beloved of God, and exceeded in wis-

dom and riches those that had been rulers of the Hebrews
before him, yet he did not persevere in this happy state

till he died, but forsook the observation of the law of

his fathers, and came to an end no way suitable to my fore-

going account of him. For he grew mad in his love of

women, and laid no restraint on his sexual appetite, nor was
he satisfied with the women of his own country alone, but he
married many wives out of foreign nations, as Sidonians,

and Tyrians, and Ammonites, and Edomites, and trans-

gressed the laws of Moses, which forbade Jews to marry
any but those that were of their own people, and also began
to worship their gods, which he did to gratify his wives,

and out of affection for them. Our legislator suspected this

very thing when he admonished us beforehand that we
should not marry women of other countries, lest we should
be entangled with foreign customs and apostatize from our
own, and should leave off to honour our own God, and
should worship their gods. But Solomon was fallen head-
long into blind passion, and regarded not these admoni-
tions. For when he had married seven hundred wives,

1 the
daughters of princes and eminent persons, besides the king
of Egypt's daughter, and had also three hundred concu-
bines, he was soon governed by them till he came to imitate
their practices. He was forced to give them this proof
of his kindness and affection to them, namely to live ac-
cording to the laws of their countries. And as he grew in
years, and his reason became too weak in process of time
to recall to his mind the institutions of his own country,
he still more neglected his own God, and continued to
regard the gods of his strange wives. Nay, even before
this happened, he sinned and fell into error about the
observation of the law, when he made the images of brazen

COI1-
1 These 700 wives, or the daughters of great men, and the 300

cubinea, the daughters of the ignoble, make 1,000 in all; and are, I
suppose, those very 1,000 women, intimated elsewhere by Solomon him-
self, when he speaks of his not having found one [good] woman among
that very number, Eccles. vii. 28.—W.
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oxen that supported the brazen sea,
1 and the images of

lions about his own throne, although it was impious so to

do ; and this he did, notwithstanding that he had in his

father a most excellent and domestic pattern of virtue, and
knew what a glorious character he had left behind him
because of his piety towards God, nor did he imitate him,

although G-od had twice appeared to him in his sleep,

and exhorted him to imitate his father, so he died in-

gloriously. For a prophet came soon to him, who was sent

by God, and told him that his wicked actions were not

concealed from God, and threatened him that he should

not long rejoice in what he had done, that the kingdom
indeed should not be taken from him while he was alive,

because God had promised his father David that he would
make him his successor, but that he would take care that this

should befall his son when he was dead ; not that he would
withdraw all the people from him, but he would give ten

tribes to a servant of his, and leave only two tribes to

David's grandson, for David's sake, because he loved God,
and for the sake of the city Jerusalem, wherein he wished

to have a temple.

§ 6. When Solomon heard this he was grieved, and
greatly confounded at this change into so bad a state from
almost all that happiness which had made him to be ad-

mired. Nor did much time elapse after the prophet had
foretold what was coming, before God raised up an enemy
against him, whose name was Hadad, who had the follow-

ing reason for his enmity against him. He was a child of

the stock of the Edomites, and of the blood royal ; and
when Joab, the captain of David's host, laid waste the land

1 Josephus is here certainly too severe upon Solomon, who, in making
the cherubims, and these twelve brazen oxen, seems to have done no

more than imitate the patterns left him by David, which were all given

David by divine inspiration. And although God gave no direction for

the lions that adorned his throne, yet Solomon does not seem thereby to

have broken any law of Moses ; for although the Pharisees and latter

rabbins have extended the second commandment to forbid the very

making of any image, though without any intention to have it worshipped,

yet I do not suppose that Solomon so understood it, or that it ought to

be so understood. The making any other altar for worship, but that at

the tabernacle, was equally forbidden by Moses, Antiq. iv. 8, § 5, yet

did not the two tribes and a half offend, when they made an altar for

a memorial only, Josh, xxii., Antiq. v. 1, § 26, 27.—W.
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of Edom for six months, and destroyed all the men that

were grown and able to bear arms, this Hadad alone

escaped, and went to Pharaoh the king of Egypt, who re-

ceived him kindly, and gave him a house to dwell in, and
land to supply him with. food, and when he Was grown up,

loved him exceedingly, insomuch that he gave him his wife's

sister, whose name was Tahpenes, to wife, by whom he had
a son who was brought up with the king's children. When
Hadad heard in Egypt that both David and Joab were
dead, he went to Pharaoh, and begged that he would per-

mit him to return to his own country ; upon which the king
asked him what it was that he wanted, and what hardships
he had met with, that he was so desirous to leave him. And
though he was often troublesome to him, and entreated

him to let him go, he did not then, but at the time when
Solomon's affairs began to grow worse on account of his

forementioned transgressions, and G-od's anger against him
for the same, Hadad went to Edom by Pharaoh's permis-
sion. And as he was not able to make the people revolt

from Solomon, for Edom was kept under by many garrisons,

and a rising could not take place with safety, he removed
thence and went into Syria; and there he lit upon one Rezon,
who had run away from Adrazar, king of Sophene, 1

his

master, and was become a robber in that country, and joined
friendship with him, as he had already a band of robbers
about him. Then he went up the country, and seized upon
that part of Syria, and was made king thereof. He also

made incursions into the land of Israel, and did it no small
mischief, and plundered it, and that in the lifetime of
Solomon. And this was the calamity which the Hebrews
suffered at the hand of Hadad.

§ 7. One also of Solomon's own nation rose up against
him, namely Jeroboam the son of Nebat,. who was full
of ambition, from a prophecy that had been made to
him long before. He was left a child by his father, and
brought up by his mother, and when Solomon saw that he
was of a noble and bold disposition, he made him the over-
seer of the walls which he built round about Jerusalem

;

and he superintended those works so well, that the king

1 Aram-Zobah, to the eastward of Ccelesyria.
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approved of his behaviour, and gave him as a reward for

the same the military command over the tribe of Joseph.
And when about that time Jeroboam was once going out
of Jerusalem, a prophet from the city of Shiloh,

1 whose
name was Ahijah, met him, and saluted him, and when he
had taken him a little aside to a place out of the way,
where there was no other person present, he rent the gar-

ment he had on into twelve pieces, and bade Jeroboam take
ten of them, and prophesied to him, " This is the will of

G-od, he will break up the dominion of Solomon, and give

one tribe with that which is next it to his son, because of

the promise made to David, and will give ten tribes to you,
because Solomon has sinned against him, and given him-
self up to women and their gods. As, therefore, you
know the reason why God has changed his mind and is

alienated from Solomon, try to be righteous, and keep the
laws, because the greatest of all rewards is proposed to you
for your piety and honour to God, namely, to be as greatly
exalted as you know David was."

§ 8. So Jeroboam was elated by the words of the prophet,
and being a young man of warm temper, and ambitious of
greatness, he could not be quiet ; and when he had his

military command, and called to mind what had been re-

vealed to him by Ahijah, he endeavoured to persuade the
people to revolt from Solomon, and to make a disturbance,

and transfer the kingdom to himself. But when Solomon
understood his intention and treachery, he sought to arrest
and kill him ; but Jeroboam was informed of this before-

hand, and fled to Shishak the king of Egypt, and there
abode till the death of Solomon, by which means he gained
these two advantages, that he suffered no harm from Solo-
mon, and was preserved for the kingdom. And Solomon
died when he was already an old man, having reigned
eighty years, and lived ninety-four, and he was buried at

Jerusalem, having been superior to all other kings in hap-
piness and riches and wisdom, excepting that, when he was
growing into years, he was deluded by women and trans-

gressed the law ; concerning which transgressions, and the

miseries which befell the Hebrews thereby, I propose fullv

to enter into on another occasion.
1 Seilun.
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CHAP. YIII.

How, upon the death of Solomon, the People forsook his Son

Rehoboam, and elected Jeroboam King over the ten Tribes.

§1.

NOW when Solomon was dead, and his son Rehoboam,
(who was by an Ammonitish wife, whose name

was Naaniah,) had succeeded him in the kingdom, the

rulers of the multitude sent immediately to Egypt, and

recalled Jeroboam ; and when he was come to them to

the city Shechem, 1 Rehoboam went to it also, for he had
resolved to declare himself king to the Israelites, while

they were gathered together there. So the rulers of the

people and Jeroboam went to him and besought him to

relax the servitude imposed on them, and to be milder

than his father, for they had borne under his father a heavy

yoke, and said they would then be better affected to him,

and be well contented to serve him under a milder despotism

more out of love than fear. But Rehoboam told them to

come to him again in three days' time, when he would give

an answer to their request. This delay gave occasion to

suspicion at once, since he had not given them a favourable

answer immediately, for they thought he should have given

them a kind and gentle answer off-hand, especially as he
was but young. However, they thought that his delibera-

tion about it, and the fact that he did not give them a

denial on the spot, afforded them some good hope of

success.

§ 2. Rehoboam now called his father's friends, and con-

sidered with them what sort of answer he ought to give to

the people ; upon which they gave him the advice which
became friends, and such as knew the temper of multi-

tudes. They advised him to speak kindly to the people,

and more in a popular way than with the grandeur of a

king, because he would thereby make them submit to him
with good-will, it being most agreeable to subjects that their

x Ndblu*.
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kings should be affable and put themselves almost upon the
level with them. But Rehoboam rejected this so good,
and in general so profitable advice, (it was so at least at

this time, when he was to be made king,) God himself, I
suppose, causing what was most advantageous to be re-

jected by him. So he called for the young men, who were
brought up with him, and told them what advice the elders

had given him, and bade them say what they thought he
should do. They advised him to give the following answer
to the people, (for neither their youth, nor God himself,
suffered them to discern what was best,) that his little

finger should be thicker than his father's loins ; and if they
had met with hard usage from his father, they should ex-

perience much rougher treatment from him, for if his

father had chastised them with whips, they must expect
that he would chastise them with scorpions.

1 The king was
pleased with this advice, and thought it agreeable to the
dignity of his kingdom to give them such an answer. Ac-
cordingly, when the people were come together to hear his

answer on the third day, all were in great expectation, and
very intent to hear what the king would say to them, and
supposed they should hear something of a kind nature, but
he neglected the advice of his friends, and answered as the
young men had counselled him. Now this happened
according to the will of God, that what Ahijah had fore-

told might come to pass.

§ 3. By these words the people were struck as it were by
iron, and were as grieved at what was said as if they had
already felt the effects of it, and felt great indignation at the
king, and all cried out aloud and said that they had no longer
any relation to David or his posterity after that day. And
they said further that they would leave to Rehoboam onlv
the temple which his father had built, and they threatened
to forsake him. Nay they were so bitter and retained their

wrath so long, that when he sent Adoram, who was over
the tribute, to pacify them and render them milder, and

1 By scorpions is not here meant that small animal so called, which
was never used in correction, but either a shrub with sharp prickles

like the stings of scorpions, such as our furze bush, or else some terrible

sort of whip of the like nature. See Hudson's and Spanheim's notes

here.—W.
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urge them to forgive him if he had said to them anything

that was rash or peevish owing to the impetuosity of

youth, they would not listen to him, but threw stones at

him and killed him. When Eehoboam saw this, he thought

himself aimed at by the stones with which they had
killed his servant, and feared lest he should actually lose

his life too, so he got immediately into his chariot and fled

to Jerusalem, where the tribes of Judah and Benjamin
elected him king : but the rest of the tribes revolted from
the house of David from that day, and appointed Jero-

boam to be their ruler. Upon this, Rehoboam, Solomon's

son, assembled a great meeting of the two tribes that had
submitted to him, and intended to take a hundred and
eighty thousand chosen men of his army, to make an ex-

pedition against Jeroboam and his people, that he might
force them by war to be his servants ; but he was forbidden

by God through the prophet [Shemaiah] to go to war, for

he said that it was not right that fellow-countrymen should
fight against one another, and that this revolt of the people
was according to the purpose of G-od. So he did not set

out. And now I will relate first the actions of Jeroboam
the king of Israel, after which I shall relate the actions of

Rehoboani the king of the two tribes ; by this means we
shall preserve the order of the history throughout.

§ 4. Jeroboam then built him a palace in the city of
Shechem, and dwelt there. He also built him another at
a city called Penuel. 1 And as the feast of tabernacles was
now near at hand, Jeroboam considered that, if he should
permit the people to go and worship God at Jerusalem,,

and celebrate the festival there, they would possibly repent
of what they had done, and be enticed by the temple and
worship of God there performed, and would leave him and
return to their first king ; and if so, he would run risk
of losing his own life. So he invented the following con-
trivance. He made two golden calves, and built two little

temples for them, one in the city of Bethel,
2 and the other in

Dan, 3 which last was at the fountains of the lesser Jordan,
and he put the calves into the little temples in the fore-

1 On the east side of Jordan, probably on the northern slope of Jebel
Osh'a ; the exact site is not known.

a Beitin. s Tell el-Kddy.
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mentioned cities. And when lie had called the ten tribes

together, over whom he ruled, he made a speech to the

people in the following words :
—

" I suppose, my fellow-

countrymen, that you know this, that every place has God
in it, nor is there any one definite place in which he is, but

he everywhere hears and sees those that worship him
; on

which account I do not think it right to force you to go so

long a journey to Jerusalem, which is an enemy's city, to

worship him. It was a man that built the temple : I have
also made two golden calves to represent God ; one of them
I have consecrated in the city of Bethel, and the other in

Dan, that those of you that dwell nearest those cities may
go to them and worship God there. And I will ordain for

you certain priests and Levites from among yourselves, that

you may have no need of the tribe of Levi or of the sons

of Aaron ; and let him that is desirous among you of being

a priest, bring to God a calf and a ram, which they say

Aaron the first priest did." Jeroboam in saying this

deluded the people, and made them revolt from the

worship of their forefathers, and transgress their laws.

This was the beginning of miseries to the Hebrews, and
the cause why they were overcome in war by foreigners

and fell into captivity. But I shall relate these things in

their proper place.

§ 5. When the feast was just at hand in the seventh

month, Jeroboam was desirous to celebrate it himself

in Bethel, as the two tribes celebrated it in Jerusalem.

Accordingly, he built an altar before the calf, and under-

took to be high priest himself. So he went up to the altar,

with his own priests about him ; but as he was going to

offer the sacrifices and the burnt-offerings in the sight of

all the people, a prophet sent by God, whose name was
Jadon, came to him from Jerusalem, and stood in the

midst of the multitude, and in the hearing of the king,

and directing his discourse to the altar, spoke as follows

:

" God foretells that there shall be a certain man of the

family of David, Josiah by name, who shall sacrifice upon

thee those false priests that shall live at that time, and

shall burn upon thee the bones of these deceivers of the

people, these impostors and wicked wretches. However,

that this people may believe that these things shall be

ii. i
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so, I foretell a sign to them that shall soon come to

pass. This altar shall be rent in pieces immediately, and

all the fat of the victims shall be ponred upon the ground."

When the prophet had said this, Jeroboam fell into a

passion, and stretched out his hand, and bade them arrest

Jadon ; but the hand which he stretched out was en-

feebled, and he was not able to pull it in to him again,

for it was become withered, and hung down as if it were a

dead hand. The altar also was rent in pieces, and all that

was upon it was poured out, as the prophet had foretold

should come to pass. Then the king understood that he
was a man of truth and had a divine foreknowledge, and
entreated him to pray to G-od that he would restore his

right hand. Accordingly the prophet did pray to God to

grant him that request. And the king having his hand
restored to its natural state, rejoiced at it, and invited the

prophet to dine with him ; but Jadon said that he dare

not come into his house, nor taste of bread or water in

that city, for that was a thing G-od had forbidden him to

do, as also to go back by the way which he came, for he
said he was to return by another way. And the king
wondered at the self-control of the man, but was himself

in fear, suspecting a change of his affairs for the worse
from what had been predicted to him.

CHAP. IX.

How Jadon the Prophet was persuaded by a lying Prophet,

and returned to Bethel, and was afterwards slain by a
Lion. Also what words the wicked Prophet made use of
to persuade the King, and thereby alienated his Mind from
God.

§ L
NOW there was a certain wicked old man in that city

who was a false prophet, whom Jeroboam held in

great esteem, though deceived by him and his flattering

words. This man was bed-ridden at this time by reason
of the infirmities of old age ; however, he was informed by
his sons of the prophet that had come from Jerusalem,
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and of the signs done by him ; and how, when Jeroboam's
right hand had been withered, at the prophet's prayer he
had it restored again. Whereupon he was afraid that this

stranger would be held in better esteem by the king than
himself, and obtain greater honour from him, and he gave
order to his sons to saddle his ass at once, and to make all

ready that he might go out. And as they made haste to

do what they were commanded, he got upon the ass, and
followed after the prophet, and overtook him as he was
resting under a very large oak tree that was thick and
shady, and first saluted him, and then blamed him be-

cause he had not come to his house and partaken of his

hospitality. And when the other said that God had for-

bidden him to taste food with any one in that city, he
replied, " Certainly God did not forbid you to dine at my
table, for I am a prophet as you are, and worship God in

the same manner as you do, and am now come sent by
him to bring you to my house, and make you my guest."

And Jadon gave credit to this lying prophet, and returned
back with him. But when they were at dinner and
merry together, God appeared to Jadon, and said that he
should suffer punishment for transgressing his commands,
and told him what that punishment should be ; for he
said that he should meet with a lion as he was going on his

way, by whom he should be torn in pieces, so that he
should not be buried in the sepulchres of his fathers.

And this came to pass, I suppose, according to the will of

God, that so Jeroboam might not give heed to the words
of Jadon, as one that had been convicted of lying. And
as Jadon was returning to Jerusalem, a lion attacked
him, and pulled him off his beast, and slew him, yet did
not at all hurt the ass, but sat by him and guarded him,
as also the prophet's body. This continued till some tra-

vellers that saw it came and told it in the city to the false

prophet, who sent his sons, and brought the body back to

Bethel, and made a funeral for him at great expense. He
also charged his sons to bury himself with him, for he
said that all which he had foretold against that city, and
the altar, and priests, and false prophets, would prove

true : and that, if he were buried with him, he would
receive no injurious treatment after his death, as their
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bones would not then be distinguishable apart. And when
he had performed those funeral rites to the prophet, and
had given that charge to his sons, as he was a wicked and
impious man, he went to Jeroboam, and said to him,
" Why ever were you disturbed at the words of that silly

fellow ? " And when the king had related to him what
had happened to the altar and his own hand, and gave

Jadon the name of a truly divine man and excellent pro-

phet, he endeavoured by a wicked trick to weaken that

opinion of his, and by using plausible words concerning

what had happened, to shake their reality. For he at-

tempted to persuade him that his hand was numbed by
the labour it had undergone in lifting the sacrifices, and
that upon its resting awhile it returned to its usual con-

dition again ; and that, as to the altar, it was but new,
and had borne a great many heavy sacrifices, and was ac-

cordingly rent in pieces, and had fallen down from the
weight of what had been laid upon it. He also informed
him of the death of him that had foretold those things,

and how he was slain by a lion, so that he had not any
thing in him of a prophet, nor spoke like one. By speak-
ing thus he persuaded the king, and entirely alienated his

mind from Grod, and from works that were righteous and
holy, and encouraged him to go on in his impious prac-

tices
; and accordingly, he to that degree outraged God,

and was so great a transgressor, that he sought for nothing
else every day, but how he might be guilty of some new
wickedness more detestable than what he had been so

insolent as to do before. And so much shall at present
suffice to have said concerning Jeroboam.
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CHAP. X.

Of Behoboam, and hoiu God Punished him for his Impiety,

through Shishak, King of Egypt.

§i-
1\

j

OW Rehoboani, the son of Solomon, who was, as I

* ^ said before, king of the two tribes, built the strong

and large cities of Bethlehem, 1 and Etani,
2 and Tekoa, 3

and Bethsur, 4 and Socho, 5 and Adullam, 6 and Ipan, 7 and
Maresha,* and Ziph, 9 and Adoram, 10 and Lachish, 11 and
Azekah, 12 and Saraim, 13 and Elom 14 and Hebron. 13 These
he built first of all in the tribe of Judah. He also built

other large cities in the tribe of Benjamin. And he walled

them about, and put garrisons in them all, and captains,

and a great deal of corn and wine and oil, and furnished

every one of them plentifully with other provisions that

were necessary for sustenance ; moreover, he put therein

shields and spears for many myriads. The priests also

and Levites that were in all Israel, and any other of

the people that were good and righteous men, gathered

themselves together to him, having left their own cities, that

they might worship God in Jerusalem : for they were not
willing to be forced to worship the calves which Jeroboam
had made ; and they swelled the population of the king-

dom of Rehoboani for three years. And after Eehoboam
had married a woman of his own kindred, and had by her

three children, he married also another of his own kindred,

1 Beit Lahm. 2 See note 2, p. 105.
ri Teku'a, south of Bethlehem.
4 Beit Siir, four miles north of Hebron.
1 Khurbet Shuweikeh, on the edge of the valley of Elah.
G 'Aidel-Md.
7 In 2 Chron. xi. 8, Gath, Tell es-Sdfi, is named instead of Ipa, the site

of which is not known.
H Khurbet Merash, near Beit Jibrin. 9 Tell Zif.
10 Dura, five miles west of Hebron. n Umm Ldkis.
12 Tell Zakariya.
13 Sur'ah, on the north side of the valley of Sorek, opposite Beth-

shemesh. w For Aijalon, now Ydlo.
15 el-Khulll.
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whose name was Maachah, who was daughter of Absalom

by Tamar, and by her he had a son whom he called

Abijah. He had also many children by other wives, but

he loved Maachah above them all. Now he had eighteen

legitimate wives, and thirty concubines : and he had
twenty-eight sons, and threescore daughters : but he ap-

pointed Abijah, his son by Maachah, to be his successor in

the kingdom ; and intrusted him with his treasures and
strongest cities.

§ 2. Now I think that success in affairs and a change

for the better often becomes the cause of mischief and
transgression in men. For when Eehoboam saw his king-

dom so much increased, he lapsed into unrighteous and
irreligious practices, and despised the worship of God, till

the people themselves under him imitated his wicked
actions. For the manners of subjects get corrupt simul-

taneously with those of their governors, for they then lay

aside their own sober way of living as if it would be a

reproof of their governors' intemperate courses, and follow

their wickedness as if it were virtue, for it is not possible for

men to seem to approve of the actions of their kings, unless

they act in the same way. So it happened now to the sub-

jects of Eehoboam, for when he was grown impious and a
transgressor himself, they were studious not to offend him
by resolving still to be righteous. But God sent Shishak
king of Egypt to punish them for their outrages against

him, concerning whom Herodotus was mistaken in attri-

buting his actions to Sesostris. This Shishak then in the

fifth year of the reign of Eehoboam made an expedition

into Judaea with many myriads, for he had one thousand
two hundred chariots with him, and sixty thousand horse,

and four hundred thousand foot. Of this army he brought
with him most were Libyans and Ethiopians. Now, there-

fore, when he invaded the country of the Hebrews, he took
the strongest cities of Eehoboam' s kingdom without fight-

ing, and when he had put garrisons in them, he went last

of all to Jerusalem.

§ 3. Now when Eehoboam and the people with him were
shut up in Jerusalem by the army of Shishak, and when
they besought God to give them victory and deliverance,
they could not persuade God to be on their side ; but
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Shemaiah the prophet told them, that God threatened to

forsake them, as they had forsaken his worship. When
they heard this, they were immediately in great consterna-

tion of mind, and seeing no way of deliverance, they all

earnestly set themselves to confess that God might justly

neglect them, since they had been guilty of impiety to-

wards him, and had violated his laws. And when God
saw them in that disposition, and that they acknowledged
their sins, he told the prophet that he would not destroy

them, but that he would, however, put them into the

hands of the Egyptians, that they might learn whether
they would suffer less byjserving men or God. And when
Shishak had taken the city without fighting, because Reho-
boam was afraid and received him into it, he did not stand

to the covenants he had made, but spoiled the temple, and
emptied the treasures of God and the king, and carried off

innumerable myriads of gold and silver, and left nothing

at all behind him. He also took away the golden bucklers

and shields, which Solomon the king had made ; nay, he
did not leave the golden quivers which David had taken

from the king of Sophene, 1 and had dedicated to God. And
when he had thus done, he returned to his own kingdom.

Now Herodotus of Halicarnassus mentions this expedition,

having only made mistake in the king's name, and [in saying

that] he made war upon several other nations also, and
brought Palestinian Syria into subjection, and took the men
that were therein prisoners without fighting. Now it is

manifest that he intended to declare that our nation was
subdued by the king of Egypt ; for he says that " he left

behind him pillars in the land of those that delivered them-

selves up to him without fighting, and engraved upon them
the secret parts of women." And our king Rehoboam
delivered up our city without fighting. Herodotus says

also
2 that " the Ethiopians learned circumcision from the

1 See note 1, p. 18.
2 Herodotus, as here quoted by Josephus, and as this passage still

stands in his present copies, b. ii. chap. civ. affirms, That " the Phoeni-

cians and Syrians in Palestine [which last are generally supposed to

denote the Jews] owned their receiving circumcision from the Egyptians;"

whereas, it is abundantly evident, that the Jews received their circum-

cision from the patriarch Abraham, Gen. xvii. 9-14, John vii. 22, 23, as

I conclude the Egyptian priests did also. It is not therefore very un-
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Egyptians ; for the Phoenicians and Syrians that live

in Palestine confess that they learned the practice from

the Egyptians." Yet it is evident, that no other of

the Syrians that live in Palestine besides us are circum-

cised. But as to such matters, let everyone say what is

agreeable to his own opinion.

§ 4. When Shishak had gone away, Rehoboam the king

made bucklers and shields of brass instead of those of gold,

and delivered the same number of them to the keepers of

the king's palace ; and, instead of warlike expeditions, and
the glory which results from those actions, he reigned in

great quietness, though not without fear, being always an
enemy to Jeroboam. And he died when he had lived fifty-

seven years, and reigned seventeen. He was in his dispo-

sition a proud and foolish man, and lost most of his

dominions by not hearkening to his father's friends. He
was buried at Jerusalem in the sepulchres of the kings

;

and his son Abijah succeeded him in the kingdom, in the

eighteenth year of Jeroboam's reign over the ten tribes.

And this was the conclusion of these affairs. It is now
our business to relate the affairs of Jeroboam, and how
he ended his life : for he ceased not nor rested from being
outrageous to God, but every day raised up altars upon
high mountains, and went on making priests of the com-
mon people.

likely that Herodotus, beeause the Jews had lived long in Egypt,
and came out of it circumcised, did therefore think they had learned
circumcision in Egypt, and had it not before. Manetho, the famous
Egyptian chronologer and historian, who knew the history of his own
country much better than Herodotus, complains frequently of his mis-
takes about their affairs, as does Josephus more than once in this chap-
ter ;

nor indeed does Herodotus seem at all acquainted with the affairs

of the Jews ; for as he never names them, so little or nothing of what
he says about them, their country, or maritime cities, two of which he
alone mentions, Cadytus and Jenysus, proves true ; nor indeed do there
appear to have ever been such cities on their coast.—W.
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CHAP. XI.

Concerning the Death of a Son of Jeroboam. How Jeroboam
was beaten by Abijah, who died a little afterwards and was
succeeded in his Kingdom by Asa. Also how, after the

Death of Jeroboam, Baasha destroyed his son Nadab, and
all the House of Jeroboam.

§ i-

HOWEVEE, God intended at no late date to recompense
Jeroboam's wicked actions, and the punishment they

deserved, upon his own head, and upon the head of all his

house. As a son of his, who was called Abijah, was ill at

that time, he enjoined his wife to lay aside her robes, and
to put on the dress of a private person, and to go to Ahijah
the prophet, for Jeroboam said he was a wonderful man
in foretelling future things, it having been he who told

him that he would be king. He also enjoined her, when
she got to him, to inquire concerning the lad, whether
he should recover, as if she were a stranger. And she did

as her husband bade her, and changed her dress, and went
to the city of Shiloh, for there did Ahijah live : and as she

was going into his house, as his eyes were then dim with
age, God appeared to him, and informed him of two things,

first that the wife of Jeroboam was come to him, and secondly

what answer he should make to her inquiry. Accordingly,

as she was entering into the house like a private person
and a stranger, he cried out, " Come in, thou wife of

Jeroboam ! Why concealest thou thyself ? Thou art not

concealed from God, who hath appeared to me, and in-

formed me that thou wast coming, and hath commanded
me what to say to thee." Then he told her to return to her

husband, and speak to him as follows from God : "As
I made thee a great man when thou wast little, or rather

wast nothing, and rent the kingdom from the house of

David and gave it to thee, and thou hast been unmindful of

these benefits, and hast left off my worship, and hast made
thee molten gods and honoured them ; I will in like manner
cast thee down again, and will destroy all thy house, and
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make them food for dogs and birds ; for a certain king

shall be raised up by me over all this people, who shall

leave none of the family of Jeroboam remaining. The
people also shall themselves partake of the same punish-

ment, and shall be cast out of this good land, and shall

be scattered into regions beyond the Euphrates, because

they have followed the wicked practices of their king, and
have worshipped the gods that he made, and forsaken my
sacrifices. And do thou, lady, make haste back to thy
husband, and tell him this message ; but thou shalt find

thy son dead, for as thou enterest the city he shall depart

this life : yet shall he be buried with the lamentation of

all the people, and honoured with a general mourning, for

he is the only good person in Jeroboam's family." When
the prophet had foretold these events, Jeroboam's wife

went away hastily with a troubled mind, and greatly

grieved at the death of the forenamed lad. So she was
in lamentation as she went along the road, and mourned
for the impending death of her son, and was indeed in

a wretched condition at the unavoidable misery of his

death, and hastened on in circumstances very unfortunate
as to her son, for the greater despatch she made, the sooner
would she see her son dead, yet was she forced to make
such haste on account of her husband. And when she had
returned, she found that her son had given up the ghost,

as the prophet had said, and she told everything to the
king.

§ 2. However, Jeroboam did not lay any of these things
to heart, but he got together a numerous army, and
made a warlike expedition against Abijah, the son of

Rehoboam, who had succeeded his father as king over
the two tribes, for he despised him because. of his age.

But when he heard of the expedition of Jeroboam, he was
not dismayed at it, but proved of a courageous temper of
mind, superior both to his youth and the hopes of his
enemy ; for he chose him an army out of the two tribes, and
met Jeroboam at a place called Mount Semaron, 1 and pitched
his camp near him, and made all necessary preparations

1 In 2 Chron. xiii. 4, the place is called Mount Zemaraim, in the hill

country of Ephraim
; it was perhaps in the neighbourhood of Khurbet

es-Samrah.
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for the fight. His army consisted of four hundred thou-
sand, but the army of Jeroboam was double that. Now, as

the armies stood in battle array, ready for action and
dangers, and were just going to fight, Abijah stood upon an
elevated place, and beckoned with his hand, and desired the
people and Jeroboam himself to hear first with silence what
he had to say. And when silence was made, he began to

speak as follows. " That God gave David and his house the
kingdom for all time you yourselves are not ignorant ; so I
cannot but wonder how you should revolt from my father,

and join yourselves to his servant Jeroboam, and come now
with him here to fight against those who by G-od's own
will are to reign, and to deprive them of that dominion
which still belongs to them ; for as to the greater part

of it Jeroboam is unjustly in possession of it. However, I

do not suppose he will enjoy it much longer, but when he
has paid God the penalty for what is past, he will leave off

the transgressions he has been guilty of, and the outrages
he has offered to him, and which he still continues to offer,

and has persuaded you to do the same
;
yet when you were

not any further unjustly treated by my father than that he
did not speak to you so as to please you, in compliance with
the advice of wicked men, you in anger seemingly forsook

him, but in reality you withdrew yourselves from God
and his laws. And yet it would have been well for you
to have forgiven a man young in age, and not used to court,

popularity, not only some disagreeable words, but also if

his youth and unskilfulness in affairs had led him into

some unfortunate action, for the sake of his father Solo-

mon, and the benefits you received from him ; for men ought
to excuse the sins of the children on account of the good
deeds of the parents. But you considered nothing of all this

then, neither do you consider it now, as you are come with
so great an army against us. And what is it you depend
upon for victory ? is it upon the golden calves, and the

altars that you have on high places, which are proofs of

your impiety, and not of religious worship ? Or is it the

exceeding multitude of your army that makes you so san-

guine? But certainly there is no strength at all in an
army of many myriads when the war is unjust ; for we
ought to place our surest hopes of success against our
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enemies in righteousness alone, and in our piety towards

God, which hope we justly have, since we have kept the

laws from the beginning, and have worshipped our own
God, who was not made by hands out of corruptible matter,

nor devised by a wicked king to deceive the multitude,

but who is his own work, and the beginning and end of

all things. I therefore counsel you even now to repent,

and to take better advice, and to leave off the prosecution

of the war, and to call to mind the laws of your country,

and to reflect what it is that advanced you to so great a

position."

§ 3. This is the speech which Abijah made to the people.

But while he was still speaking, Jeroboam sent some of his

soldiers secretly to cut off Abijah in certain parts of the

camp that were not visible ; and when he was thus in the

reach of the enemy, his army was dismayed and their

courage failed them ; but Abijah encouraged them, and
exhorted them to place their hopes in God, for he could

not be cut off by the enemy. So they all at once implored
the divine assistance, while the priests sounded with the
trumpet, and shouted and fell upon their enemies, and
God broke the courage and impaired the strength of

their enemies, and made Abijah' s army superior to

them. And God vouchsafed to grant them a wonderful
and very famous victory ; and such a slaughter was now
made of Jeroboam's army, as is never recorded to have
happened in any other war, 1 whether of Greeks or Bar-
barians, for they slaughtered five hundred thousand of

their enemies, and they took their strongest cities by storm,
and spoiled them ; and they also did the same to Bethel
and her towns, and to Jeshanah 2 and her towns. And

1 By this terrible, and perfectly unparalleled slaughter of 500,000
men of the newly idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes, God's high dis-

pleasure and indignation against that idolatry and rebellion fully ap-
peared

;
the remainder were thereby seriously "cautioned not to persist

in them, and a kind of balance or equilibrium was made between the ten
and two tribes for the time to come; for otherwise the perpetually
idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes would naturally have been too
powerful for the two tribes; which were pretty frequently free both
from such idolatry and rebellion

; nor is there any reason to doubt of
the truth of the prodigious number slain upon this occasion.—W.

'

l 'Ain Slnia, in the valley north of Bethel.
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Jeroboam never recovered this defeat during the life of
Abijah, who did not long survive, for he reigned but three
years, and was buried in Jerusalem in the sepulchres of his

forefathers. He left behind him twenty-two sons, and
sixteen daughters ; and he had all these children by four-

teen wives ; and Asa his son succeeded him in the kingdom,
a young man whose mother was Maachah. During his

reign the country of the Israelites enjoyed peace for ten
years.

§ 4. So much for Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, the
son of Solomon, as his history has come down to us. As
for Jeroboam, the king of the ten tribes, he died when
he had governed them two-and-twenty years ; and his

son Nadab succeeded him, in the second year of the reign
of Asa. And Jeroboam's son reigned two years, and re-

sembled his father in impiety and wickedness. In those
two years he made an expedition against Gabatho, 1

a city

of the Philistines, and sat down to take it by siege ; but
he was conspired against while he was there by a friend of

his, whose name was Baasha, the son of Machel, and was
slain ; and Baasha seized the kingdom after his death, and
destroyed the whole house of Jeroboam. It also came to

pass, according as G-od had foretold, that some of Jero-

boam's kindred that died in the city were torn to pieces

and devoured by dogs, and others of them that died
in the fields were torn and devoured by birds. So the
house of Jeroboam suffered the just punishment of his im-
piety and wicked actions.

1 Probably Kibbieh, to the west of Timnathah, Tibneh.
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CHAP. XII.

How Zarah King of the Ethiopians was beaten by Asa ; and
how Asa, upon Baasha's making war against him, invited

the King of the Damascenes to assist him ; and how, on the

Destruction of the House of Baasha, Omri got the Kingdom,
and his Son Ahab after him.

§i-

NOW Asa, the king of Jerusalem, was of an excellent

character, and had a regard to Grod, and neither did

nor designed anything but what was pious and had rela-

tion to the observation of the laws. He made a reforma-

tion of his kingdom, and cut off whatever was wicked

therein, and purified it from every impurity. And he had
an army of chosen men armed with targets and spears,

of the tribe of Judah three hundred thousand, and of

the tribe of Benjamin two hundred and fifty thousand that

bore shields and drew bows. And when he had just reigned

ten years, Zarah king of Ethiopia made an expedition

against him, with a great army of nine hundred thousand
foot and one hundred thousand horse* and three hundred
chariots, and came as far as Mareshah, 1 a city that belonged
to the tribe of Judah. Now when Zarah had come so far

with his own army Asa met him, and put his army in battle

array over against him, in a valley called Saphtha, 2 not far

from the city, and when he saw the multitude of the

Ethiopians, he cried out, and besought G-od to give him
the victory, and that he might kill many myriads of the

enemy. "For," said he, "I depend on nothing else but
the assistance which I expect from thee, which is able to

make the fewer superior to the more numerous, and the
weaker to the stronger, in venturing to meet Zarah and
fight him."

§ 2. While Asa was saying this, G-od signified that he
should be victorious, and joining battle cheerfully on ac-

1 Khurbet Merash.
- In 2 Ohron. xiv. 10, it is called the valley of Zephathah, and it is now

Wtuhj SrjiiJi.
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count of what G-od foretold about the issue of it, he slew a
great many of the Ethiopians, and when he had put them to
flight, he pursued them to the country near G-erar.

1 And
when he and his army left off killing their enemies, they be-

took themselves to spoiling them (for the city G-erar was
now taken), and to spoiling their camp, so that they carried
off much gold and silver, and a great deal of spoil, and
camels and beasts of burden and flocks of sheep. And when
Asa and his army had obtained such a victory and such
wealth from God, they returned to Jerusalem. Now, as they
were near the city, a prophet, whose name was Azariah, met
them on the road, and bade them stop their journey a little

;

and began to tell them that the reason why they had ob-
tained this victory from God was that they had shown
themselves righteous and religious men, and had done everv-
thing according to the will of God. He said also that, if

they persevered therein, God would grant that they should
always overcome their enemies and live happily : but that,

if they left off his worship, all things should fall out con-
trary ; and a time should come, when no true prophet
should be left in the whole nation, nor a priest who should
give good advice, but their cities should be overthrown,
and their nation scattered over the whole earth, and live

the life of strangers and vagabonds. So he advised them,
while they had time, to be good, and not to deprive them-
selves of the favour of God. When the king and the
people heard this they rejoiced, and all in common, and
every one in particular, took great care to behave them-
selves righteously. The king also sent some to take care
that the people should observe the laws also throughout the
country.

§ 3. Such was the behaviour of Asa, king of the two tribes.

I now return to Baasha, the king of the people of the
Israelites, who slew Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, and
seized his kingdom. He dwelt in the city of Tirzah, 2 having
-made that city his capital, and reigned twenty-four years.

He became more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his

son. He ground down the people, and outraged God, who
sent the prophet Jehu to him, and told him beforehand,

1 Khurbet Umm Jerrar, six miles south of Gaza.
2 Now apparently Teidsir, eleven miles north of Shechem, Ndblus.
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that he would destroy his whole family and bring the same
miseries on his house as had brought that of Jeroboam to

ruin, because, though he had been made king by him, he
had not requited his kindness by governing the people

righteously and religiously, (which things in the first

place tended to their own happiness, and were in the next

place pleasing to G-od,) but had imitated that very wicked
king Jeroboam ; and although that man's soul had perished,

yet did he express to the life his wickedness ; and he said

that he should therefore justly experience the like calamity

as him, as he had been guilty of the like wickedness.

But Baasha, though he heard beforehand what miseries

would befall him and his whole family for his audacious
behaviour, yet did not leave off his wicked practices for

the time to come, nor did he care to appear to be other

than worse and worse till he died, nor did he repent of his

past actions, nor endeavour to obtain pardon of God for

them, but (as those who have rewards proposed to them,
when they have once in earnest set about their work, do
not leave off their labours), so did Baasha, when the prophet
foretold to him what would come to pass, grow worse, as
if what were threatened, the ruin of his family and destruc-

tion of his house, (which are really among the greatest of

evils,) were good things ; and, as if he were an athlete for

wickedness, he every day took more and more pains about
it. And at last he took his army, and assaulted a certain

considerable city called Kainah,' which was forty furlongs
from Jerusalem ; and when he had taken it he fortified it,

having determined beforehand to leave a garrison in it,

and make it a point oVappui from whence they might make
raids and do mischief to the kingdom of Asa.

§ 4. And Asa being afraid of this hostile move of the
enemy, and reflecting how much mischief this army that
was left in Eamah might do to the country over which he
reigned, sent ambassadors to the king of the Damascenes
with gold and silver, begging for his assistance, and re-

minding him of their old mutual friendship in the times
of their forefathers. And he gladly received that sum
of money, and made a league with Asa, and broke off his

1 Now er-Bdm, five miles north of Jerusalem.
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friendship with Baasha, and sent the commanders of his

own forces to the cities that were under Baasha' s do-
minion, and ordered them to do them mischief. So they
went and burnt some of them and spoiled others, as Ijon,

1

and Dan,2 and Abellane,3 and many others. Now when
the king of Israel heard this, he left off building and forti-

fying Ramah, and returned in haste to assist his own
people in their distress. So Asa made use of the materials

that Baasha had prepared for building Raman, for build-

ing in the same place two strong cities, one of which was
called Greba,

4 and the other Mizpah. 5 And after this Baasha
had no leisure to make an expedition against Asa, for he
was prevented by death, and was buried in the city of

Tirzah, and Elah his son succeeded him, who died when he
had reigned two years, being treacherously slain by Zimri
the captain of half his army. For as Elah was feasting in

the house of his steward Olsa, Zimri persuaded some of

the horsemen that were under him to attack him, and so

he slew him, when he was without his armed men and
his captains, for they were all occupied in the siege of

G-abatho, a city of the Philistines.

§ 5. When Zimri, the general of the cavalry, had killed

Elah, he seized the kingdom himself, and according to

Jehu's prophecy, slew all the house of Baasha; for it came
to pass that Baasha's house utterly perished, on account of

his impiety, in the same manner as I have already described

the destruction of the house of Jeroboam. But the army
that was besieging G-abatho, when they heard what had
befallen the king, and that Zimri when he had killed him
had seized the kingdom, made Omri their general king,

who drew off his army from G-abatho, and went to Tirzah 6

where the royal palace was, and assaulted that city and
took it by storm. And when Zimri saw that the city had
none to defend it, he fled into the inmost part of the palace,

and set it on fire, and burnt himself with it, having been

1 Apparently el-Khiam, in the Merj 'Ayun.
2 Tellcl-Kddy.
3 The same as Abel Beth-Maacah, now AM.
4 Now Jeb'a, near Michmash.
5 Not identified

;
possibly Neby Samwil.

G Now Teiasir.

II. K
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king only seven days. Upon which the people of Israel

were at once divided, for part of them would have Tibni

to be king and part Omri ; but when those that were for

Omri's ruling had beaten Tibni, Omri reigned over all the

people. Now it was in the thirtieth year of the reign of

Asa that Omri began to reign, and he reigned for twelve

years ; six of those years he reigned in the city of Tirzah,

and the rest in the city called Semareon, 1 known by the

Greeks as Samaria; but Omri called it Semareon from
Semar, who sold him the mountain whereon he built it.

Now Omri was no way different from those kings that

reigned before him, except that he was worse than they

;

for they all sought how they might turn away the people

from God by their daily wicked practices ; and so it was
that God made them to be slain by one another, and that

none of their families remained. Now this Omri died at

Samaria, and Ahab his son succeeded him.

§ 6. Now by these events we may learn what regard

God pays to the affairs of mankind, and how he loves good
men, but hates the wicked and destroys them root and
branch ; for many of these kings of Israel, they and their

families, were miserably destroyed and taken off by one
another, in a short time, for their transgressions and wicked-
ness ; but Asa, who was king of Jerusalem and of the
two tribes, attained, by God's blessing, a long and happy
old age, for his piety and righteousness, and died happily,
when he had reigned forty-one years : and when he was
dead, his son Jehoshaphat succeeded him in the kingdom.
He was the son of Asa, by his wife Abidah. And all men
allowed that he followed David his forefather both in
courage and piety, but I am not obliged now to speak any
more of the affairs of this king.

1 Now Sebustieh, west of Ndblus.
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CHAP. XIII.

How Ahab, when he had taken Jezebel to Wife, became more
wicked than all the Kings that had been before him. Of
the Actions of the Prophet Elijah, and what befell Naboth.

§i-

NOW Ahab, the king of Israel, dwelt in Samaria, and
reigned for twenty-two years ; and made no alteration

in his conduct from that of the kings that were his prede-
cessors, except for the worse in such things as were of his

own invention, and in his most gross wickedness. He
imitated them in their wicked courses, and in their out-

rageous behaviour towards God, and more especially did
he rival the sin of Jeroboam : for he worshipped the calves

that he had made, and contrived other absurd objects of

worship besides them. He also took to wife the daughter
of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whose
name was Jezebel, from whom he learned to worship her
own gods. This woman was active and bold, and fell

into so great a degree of wantonness and madness, that

she built a temple to the god of the Tyrians, whom they
call Belus, and planted a grove of all sorts of trees ; she

also appointed priests and false prophets to this god.

The king himself also had many such about him, and so

exceeded in folly and wickedness all his predecessors.

§ 2. And a prophet of the most high God, a native of

Thesbon, 1
a town in G-ilead, came to Ahab and told him

that G-od foretold he would not send rain nor dew for

several years upon the country till he himself should

appear again. And when he had confirmed this by an
oath, he departed into the southern parts, and made his

abode by a torrent, out of which he had water to drink,

for as for his food ravens brought it him every day.

And when the river was dried up for want of rain, he
went to Zarephath,2

a city not far from Sidon and Tyre (for

1 Not identified
; in the Bible Elijah is called ' the Tishbite,' as if the

name were Tishbi.
a Now Sara/end, on the coast.
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it lay between them), at the command of God, for God
told him that he wonld find there a woman who was a
widow, that would give him sustenance. And when he
was not far from that city,. he saw a woman that laboured

with her own hands gathering sticks ; and God informed
him, that this was the woman who was to give him sus-

tenance ; so he went up and greeted her, and asked her to

bring him some water to drink ; and as she was going
to do so he called her back, and bade her bring him a
loaf of bread also. Thereupon she affirmed with an oath
that she had at home nothing more than one handful of

meal and a little oil, and that she was going to gather
some sticks, that she might knead it and make bread for

herself and her son ; after which she said they must
perish, and be consumed by famine, for they had nothing
for themselves any longer. Then he said, " Depart with
good courage, and hope for better things : and first of
all make me a little cake, and bring it to me, for I fore-

tell to you that the vessel of meal and cruse of oil shall

not fail, until God send rain." When the prophet had
said this, she went home 1 and did as he told her, and
had part of the cake for herself, and gave the rest to
her son and the prophet, nor did the meal or oil fail until
the drought ceased. Now Menander mentions this drought
in his account of the acts of Ethbaal king of the Tyrians,
where he says as follows : "In his reign there was a want
of rain from the month Hyperberetseus till the month
Hyperberetseus of the following year. And when he made
supplication there came great thunders. This Ethbaal
built the city of Botrys 2 in Phoenicia, and the city of Auza 3

in Libya." By these words Menander designed this want
of rain that was in the days of Ahab, for it .was at that
time that Ethbaal also reigned over the Tyrians.

§ 3. Now the woman of whom I said before that she
sustained the prophet, when her son fell so ill, that he
gave up the ghost and appeared to be dead, came to the
prophet weeping and beating her breast with her hands,
and sending out such expressions as her grief suggested

1 I read irapayivonivr} irpbg avrt'jv.
2 Now Batrun, north of Jebeil, Byblos.
3 Now Stir Rezlan, near Hamza, in Algeria.
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to her, and complained to him that he had come to her to

convict her of her sins, and that was why her son was
dead. But he bade her be of good cheer, and deliver

her son to him, for he would restore him to her alive.

And when she had delivered her son up to him, he
carried him into the chamber where he himself lived,

and laid him down upon the bed, and cried unto God, and
said that God had not done well in rewarding the woman
who had entertained him, and sustained him, by taking
away her son ; and he prayed that he would send again
the soul of the child into him, and bring him to life again.

And God took pity on the mother, and was willing also to

gratify the prophet, that he might not seem to have come
to her to do her a mischief, and the child came to life

again beyond all expectation. Then the mother returned

the prophet thanks, and said she was now clearly satisfied

that God was with him.

§ 4. A little while after this Elijah, according to God's
will, went to king Ahab, to inform him that rain was coming.

Now the famine had seized upon the whole country, and
there was a great want of what was necessary for sus-

tenance, insomuch, that it was not only men that were in

distress, but the earth itself also did not produce enough
for horses and other beasts of what was good for them to

feed on, by reason of the drought. So the king called

for Obadiah, who was steward over his cattle, and told

him that he would have him go to fountains of water and
brooks, that if any grass could be found by them, they

might mow it down, and reserve it for the beasts. And
when he had sent persons all over the land to discover the

prophet Elijah, and they could not find him, he bade
Obadiah accompany him on the search, and it was resolved

they should start and divide the roads between them, and
Obadiah should take one road, and the king another.

Now it happened, when Queen Jezebel slew the j^rophets,

that this Obadiah had hidden a hundred prophets in under-

ground caves, and had fed them at his own expense with

bread and water. And when Obadiah was alone and apart

from the king, the prophet Elijah met him ; and Obadiah

asked him who he was, and when he had learned from
him, he prostrated himself before him. Elijah then bade
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him go to the king, and tell him that he was ready to wait

on him, but Obadiah replied, " What evil have I done to

thee, that thou sendest me to one who seeketh to kill thee,

and hath sought all over the land for thee ? " He asked also

if he was so ignorant as not to know that the king had left

no place untried, unto which he had not sent persons to

bring him back, in order, if they could take him, to have
him put to death ? And he told him he was afraid that

God would appear to Elijah again, and he would go away
to another place, and that when the king should send
him for Elijah, and he should miss of him, and the king
not be able to find him anywhere upon earth, he would be
put to death. He begged him therefore to think of his

safety, reminding him how diligently he had provided for

those of his own profession, for he had saved a hundred
prophets, when Jezebel slew the rest of them, and had
kept them concealed and fed them. But Elijah bade him
fear nothing, but go to the king, assuring him upon oath
that he would certainly show himself to Ahab that very

day.

§ 5. And when Obadiah had informed the king that
Elijah was there, Ahab met him, and asked him in anger,

if it was he that afflicted the people of the Hebrews, and
was the occasion of the drought. But Elijah, without any
flattery, said that Ahab himself and his house had brought
such sad afflictions upon them, by introducing strange
gods into their country and worshipping them, and by
leaving their own, who was the only true God, and paying
no longer any kind of regard to him. However he bade
him now go his way, and gather together to him to Mount
Carmel ' all the people and his own prophets and those of
his wife, telling him how many there were of them, as
also the prophets of the groves, about four hundred in
number. And when all the men whom Ahab sent for
hastened to the forenamed mountain, the prophet Elijah
stood in the midst of them, and said, " How long will you
live thus in uncertainty of mind and opinion ? *' He also
exhorted them, that in case they esteemed their own
national God to be the true and only God, they would

1 Now Jebel Kurmul, south of Acre.
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follow hhn and his commandments, but in case they es-

teemed him to be nothing, but thought they ought to
worship the strange gods, his counsel was that they should
follow them. And when the multitude made no answer
to this, Elijah asked, as a trial of the power of the strange
gods and of his God, that he, who was his only prophet,
while they had four hundred, might take a heifer and offer

it as a sacrifice, and lay it on a pile of wood, and not
kindle any fire, and they should do the same, and call

upon their gods to set the wood on fire, for if that were
done they would then learn the true nature of God. This
proposal pleased the people, so Elijah bade the prophets
choose out a heifer first and sacrifice it, and call on their

gods ; but when there appeared no effect from the prayer
and invocation of the prophets upon their sacrifice, Elijah
derided them, and bade them call upon their gods with a
loud voice, for they were peradventure on a journey, or
asleep ; and when these prophets had done so from morning
till noon, and cut themselves with swords and lancets,

1
ac-

cording to the custom of their country, and he was about to

offer his sacrifice, he bade the prophets go away, but bade the
people draw near and observe what he did, lest he should
privately hide fire among the cleft wood. Then, upon
the approach of the multitude, he took twelve stones, one
for each tribe of the people of the Hebrews, and built an
altar with them, and dug a very deep trench round it ; and
when he had laid the cleft wood upon the altar, and had
laid upon them his sacrifice, he ordered them to fill four
barrels with the water of the fountain, and to pour it upon
the altar, till it ran over it, and till the trench was filled

with the water poured into it. When he had done this,

he began to pray to God, and to call on him to make mani-
fest his power to a people that had already been in error

a long time. And as he was still speaking, fire came on a
sudden from heaven in the sight of the multitude, and fell

upon the altar, and consumed the sacrifice, till the very
water was set on fire, and the place became dry.

1 Mr. Spanheim takes notice here, that in the worship of Mithra (the

god of the Persians) the priests cut themselves in the same manner as

did these priests in their invocation of Baal (the god of the Phoenicians).

—W.
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§ 6. Now when the Israelites saw this, they fell down
upon the ground, and worshipped the one G-od, and called

him the greatest and only true God, while they called the

others mere names framed by the vile and foolish opinion

of men. And they took their prophets and slew them at

the command of Elijah. Elijah also told the king that

he might go to dinner without any further anxiety, for in

a little time he would see God would send them rain.

Ahab accordingly went his way, but Elijah went up to

the top of Mount Carmel, and sat down upon the ground,
and leaned his head upon his knees, and bade his servant

go up to a certain look-out-place, and look towards the
sea, and when he should see a cloud rising anywhere to

give him notice of it, for till then the sky had been clear.

When the servant had gone up, and had said several times
that he saw nothing, at the seventh time of his going
up, he said that he saw a small black thing in the sky, not
larger than a man's foot. When Elijah heard that, he sent
to Ahab, and recommended him to get down to the city

before the rain came down in torrents. So he went to the
city Jezreel,

1 and in a little time the sky was obscured and
covered with clouds, and a strong wind came upon the earth,
and with it a great deal of rain. , And the prophet was seized
with a divine enthusiasm, and ran along by the king's
chariot to Jezreel, a city belonging to Issachar.

§ 7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, understood what
wonders Elijah had wrought, and how he had slain her
prophets, she was angry and sent messengers to him, and
by them threatened to kill him, as he had destroyed her
prophets. At this Elijah was terrified, and fled to the city
called Beersheba,2 which is situated on the extreme borders
of the country belonging to the tribe of Judah, towards the
land of Edom ; and there he left his servant, and went
away into the desert. He prayed also that he might die (for
he was not better than his fathers, that he should be very
desirous to live since they were dead), and he lay down and
slept under a certain tree ; and when somebody awoke him,
he rose up and found food set by him and water. And
when he had eaten and recovered his strength by that food,

1 Zer'iv. 2 j&r es-SeVa.
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he went to the mountain which is called Sinai, where Moses
is said to have received his laws from G-od ; and finding

there a certain hollow cave, he entered into it, and con-

tinued to make his abode in it. But when a certain

voice came to him, whence he knew not, and asked him,
** Why he was come thither, and had left the city ? " he
said that because he had slain the prophets of the foreign

gods, and had persuaded the people that he alone whom
they had worshipped from the beginning was God, he was
sought for by the king's wife to be punished for so doing.

And when he had heard another voice, telling him to come
out the next day into the open air, and he should then
know what he was to do, he came out of the cave the next

day, and not only heard an earthquake but saw the bright

light of a fire; and after an interval of silence a divine

voice exhorted him not to be dismayed by the circumstances

he was in, for none of his enemies should have power
over him. The voice also commanded him to return home,
and to appoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king over

the people, and Hazael of Damascus to be king over the

Syrians, and Elisha, of the city Abel, 1 to be prophet in his

room ; and said also that some of the impious multitude
should be slain by Hazael, and others by Jehu. And Elijah,

upon hearing this, returned into the land of the Hebrews.
And he found Elisha, the son of Shaphat, ploughing, and
some other persons with him driving twelve yoke of oxen,

and he went to him, and cast his own garment upon him
;

upon which Elisha began to prophesy at once, and leaving

his oxen, he followed Elijah. And when he desired leave

to salute his parents, Elijah bade him do so : and when he
had taken his leave of them, he followed him, and became
the disciple and attendant of Elijah all the days of his

life. Such were the affairs in which this prophet was
concerned.

§ 8. Now there was one Naboth in the city of Jezreel,

who had a field adjoining the king's property : and the king

asked him to sell him that field, which lay so near his own
land, at whatever price he pleased, that he might join them
together, and make one estate of them ; and if he would

1 Abel-Meholah, now 'Am Helweh, nine and a half miles south of

Beisdn, Bethshean.
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not accept of money for it, he gave him leave to choose

any of his other fields instead. But Naboth said he

would not do so, but would keep the possession of that

land of his own, which he had by inheritance from his

father. Upon this the king was grieved, as if he had re-

ceived an outrage, since he could not get another man's
possession, and he would neither take a bath nor any food r

and when Jezebel his wife asked him what it was that

troubled him ? and why he would neither bathe nor eat

either dinner or supper ? he related to her the perverseness

of Naboth, and how, though he had made use of gentle

words to him, and such as were beneath the royal authority,

he had been affronted in not obtaining what he asked for.

But she urged him not to be cast down at this, but to leave

off his grief, and return to the usual care of his body, for

she would see that Naboth was punished. And she im-

mediately sent a letter to the rulers of the Jezreelites in

Ahab's name, and commanded them to fast and call a

solemn assembly, and to set Naboth at their head, for he
was of an illustrious family, and to have three audacious

men ready to bear witness that he had blasphemed God
and the king, and then to stone him, and so to dispose of

him. Accordingly, when Naboth had been thus convicted,

as the queen had enjoined in her letter, of blasphemy
against God and Ahab the king, he was stoned to death by
the people. And when Jezebel had heard this, she went in

to the king, and bade him take possession of Naboth' s vine-

yard at free cost. And Ahab was glad at what had been
done, and rose up immediately from the bed whereon he
lay, to go and see Naboth's vineyard. But God had great

indignation at it, and sent Elijah the prophet to the field

of Naboth, to meet Ahab and to ask him why lie had slain

the true owner of that field unjustly. And when he came
to him, and the king had said that he had done with him
what he pleased (for he thought it a reproach to be thus
caught by him in his sin) Elijah said, that in the very place

in which the dead body of Naboth was eaten by dogs, both
his own blood and that of his wife should be shed, and that
all his family should perish, because he had been so in-

solently wicked, and had slain a citizen unjustly and con-
trary to the laws of his country. Then Ahab began to be
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sorry for the things he had done, and to repent of them,

and he put on sackcloth, and went barefoot, and would not

touch any food

:

l he also confessed his sins, and endea-

voured thus to appease God. So G-od said to the pro-

phet, that he would put off the punishment of his family

during Ahab's lifetime, because he repented of those inso-

lent crimes he had been guilty of, but that he would still

fulfil his threatening in the reign of Ahab's son. And this

message the prophet delivered to the king.

CHAP. XIY.

How Benhadad, King of Damascus and of Syria, made two

Expeditions against Ahab, and was beaten.

WHEN the affairs of Ahab were in this condition, at

that very time Benhadad the son of Hadad, who
was king of the Syrians and of Damascus, got together an
army out of all his country, and procured thirty-two

kings beyond the Euphrates as his allies, and made an
expedition against Ahab. And because Ahab's army was
not equal to that of Benhadad's, he did not draw up his

men in battle array to fight him, but having shut up
everything in the strongest cities he had in the country,

he abode in Samaria himself, for the walls about it were
very strong, and it appeared in other respects also not
easy to be taken. So the king of Syria took his army
with him, and went to Samaria, and placed his army
round about the city, and besieged it. He also sent a

herald to Ahab, and asked him to receive the ambas-
sadors he would send him, by whom he would let him
know his pleasure. And upon the king of Israel's per-

1 " The Jews weep to this day (says Jerome, here cited by Reland),

and roll themselves upon sackcloth, in ashes, barefoot, upon such occa-

sions." To which Spanheim adds, " That after the same manner, Bere-

nice, when her life was in danger, stood at the tribunal of Florus bare-

foot." Jewish War, ii. 15, § 1. See the like of David, 2 Sam. xv. 30,

Antiq. vii. 9, § 2.—W.
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mission for him to send, those ambassadors came, and,

by their king's command, said that Ahab's riches, and

his children and wives, were Benhadad's, and if he

would make an agreement, and give him leave to take as

much of them as he pleased, he would withdraw his army
and raise the siege. Upon this Ahab bade the ambassa-

dors go back, and tell their king, that both he himself and

all that he had were his possessions. And when these

ambassadors had told this to Benhadad, he sent to Ahab
once more and asked, since he confessed that all he had
was his, that he would admit those servants of his whom
he should send the next day ; and he commanded him to

deliver to those whom he should send, whatever, upon their

searching his palace and the houses of his friends and
kindred, they should find to be excellent, but what did not

please them they would leave to him. Ahab was angry at

this second message of the king of Syria, and gathered

together the multitude in assembly, and told them, that

for himself he was ready for their safety and peace to give

uj> his own wives and children to the enemy, and to yield

to him all his own possessions, for that was what the

Syrian king required at his first embassage. " But now
he has demanded to send his servants to search all our

houses, and to leave in them nothing that is most excellent,

seeking an occasion of fighting, knowing that I would not

spare what is mine own for your sakes, but taking a handle
from the disagreeable terms he offers you to bring on a

war. However, I will do what you shall think good."

Then the multitude advised him to hearken to. none of

Benhadad's proposals, but to despise him, and be in readi-

ness to fight him. Accordingly, when he had given the

ambassadors the following answer to take back, that he
still continued in the mind to comply with the terms at

first asked, for the safety of the citizens, but as for Ben-
hadad's second demands he could not submit to them, he
dismissed them.

§ 2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he was indignant,

and sent ambassadors to Ahab the third time, and
threatened that his army would raise a bank higher than
those walls, relying upon whose strength he despised him,
and that by each man of his army merely taking a handful
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of earth, thus making a show of the great number of his

army, and endeavouring to frighten him. Ahab answered,
that he ought not to vaunt himself when he had only put
on his armour, but when he had conquered his enemies in the

battle. Then the ambassadors went back, and found Ben-
hadad at supper with his thirty-two kings, and informed him
of Ahab's answer ; and Benhadad immediately gave orders

for proceeding to draw lines round the city, and raise

earth-works, and to prosecute the siege in every way.
Now while this was being done, Ahab was in great agony,

and all his people with him ; but he took courage, and was
freed from his fears, by a certain prophet coming to him,
and saying to him, that G-od had promised to subdue so

many myriads of his enemies under him. And when he
inquired by whom the victory was to be obtained, he said,

" By the sons of the nobles, but under thy conduct as their

leader, by reason of their inexperience." Upon this he called

for the sons of the nobles, and found them to amount to two
hundred and thirty-two persons, and when he was informed
that the king of Syria had betaken himself to feasting and
repose, he opened the gates and sent out the nobles' sons.

Now when the sentinels had informed Benhadad of this, he
sent some to meet them, and commanded them, that if

these men were come out for fighting, they should bind

them, and bring them to him ; and if they came out

peaceably, they were to do the same. Now Ahab had
another army ready within the walls, and the sons of the

nobles fell upon the out-posts, and slew many of them, and
pursued the rest of them to the camp ; and when the king

of Israel saw that they were victorious, he sent out all the

rest of his army, which falling suddenly upon the Syrians,

beat them, for they did not think they would have come
out; on which account it was that they assaulted them
when they were naked ! and drunk, insomuch that they left

1 Mr. Reland notes here very truly, that the word ; naked,' does not

always signify enth'ely naked, but sometimes without men's usual

armour, or without their usual robes or upper garments ;
as when Virgil

bids the husbandman plough naked and sow naked ;
when Josephus

says, Antiq. iv. 3, § 2, that God had given the Jews the security of

armour when they were naked ; and when he here says, that Ahab
fell on the Syrians when they were both naked and drunk ;

and when,

Antiq. xi. 5, § 8, he says that Nehemiah commanded those Jews that
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all their armour behind them when they fled out of the

camp, and the king himself only escaped with difficulty on a

swift horse. And Ahab went a great way in pursuit of the

Syrians, slaying them. And when he had spoiled their

camp, which contained a great many treasures, and also

a large quantity of gold and silver, he took Benhadad's

chariots and horses, and returned to Samaria. And as the

prophet told him that he ought to have his army ready,

because the Syrian king would make another expedition

against him the next year, Ahab made provision ac-

cordingly.

§ 3. Now Benhadad, when he had saved himself and as

much of his army as he could out of the battle, consulted

with his friends how he might make another expedition

against the Israelites. And those friends advised him not

to fight with them on the hills, because their G-od was
strong in such places, and so it had come to pass that

they had lately been beaten ; but they said, that if they

joined battle with them in the plain, they would beat them.

They also gave him this further advice, to send home those

kings whom he had brought as his allies, but to retain

their army, and to set satraps over it instead of them, and
to raise an army out of their country in place of the former
army which perished in battle, as also to get horses and
chariots. And he thought their counsel good, and mar-
shalled his host accordingly.

§ 4. At the beginning of spring Benhadad took his army
with him, and led it against the Hebrews, and when he was
come to a certain city which was called Aphek, 1 he pitched

were building the walls of Jerusalem, to take care to have their armour
On upon occasion, that the enemy might not fall upon them naked. I

may add, that the case seems to be the same in the Scripture, where it

.says, that Saul lay down naked among the prophets, 1 Sam. xix. 24,
when it says, that Isaiah walked naked and barefoot, Isa. xx. 2, 3, and
when it says, that Peter, before he girt his fisher's coat to him, was
naked, John xxi. 7. What is said of David also gives light to this, who
was reproached by Michal for " dancing before the ark, and uncovering
himself in the eyes of his handmaids, as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovereth himself," 2 Sam. vi. 14-20; yet it is there expressly
said, v. 14, that "David was girded with a linen ephod," i. e. he had
lain aside his robes of state, and put on the sacerdotal, Levitical, or
sacred garments, proper for such a solemnity.-—W.

1 Now Fik, to the east of the Sea of Galilee.
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his camp in the great plain.
1 Ahab also went to meet

him with his army, and pitched his camp opposite him,
although his army was a small one in comparison to that
of the enemy. And the prophet came again to him, and
told him, that G-od would give him the victory, to prove
that his own power was not only on mountains but on
plains also ; which, it seems, was contrary to the opinion
of the Syrians. Both armies lay quiet in their respective

camps seven days, but on the last of those days, as the
enemy came out of their camp at daybreak, and put them-
selves in battle-array, Ahab also led out hisown army against
them, and when the battle was joined, and obstinately con-
tested on both sides, Ahab put the enemy to flight, and pur-
sued them, and pressed them hard, and kept slaying them.
Many indeed were destroyed by their own chariots, and by
one another, nor could any but a few of them escape to the
city of Aphek. And twenty-seven thousand were killed by
the walls falling upon them, and there were slain in the
battle a hundred thousand also. But Benhadad, the king
of the Syrians, fled away, with some of his most faithful

servants, and hid himself in a cave under ground. But
when they told him that the kings of Israel were humane
and merciful men, and that they might make use of the
usual manner of supplication and obtain safety from Ahab,
in case he would give them leave to go to him, he gave them
leave accordingly. And they went to Ahab, clothed in sack-

cloth, with ropes about their heads,
2
(for that was the ancient

manner of supplication among the Syrians,) and said that
Benhadad begged Ahab would save him, and promised he
would ever be a servant to him for that favour. Ahab replied

that he was glad that he was alive, and not hurt in the battle,

and also promised him the same honour and kindness that

a man would exhibit to his brother. So they received

assurances upon oath from Ahab, that when Benhadad
came to him, he should receive no harm, and then went and
fetched him out of the cave wherein he lay hid, and
brought him to Ahab who was sitting in his chariot. And

1 That is the ' Mishor,' or upland plain, east of Jordan.
2 This manner of supplication for men's lives among the Syrians,

with ropes or halters about their heads, or necks, is, I suppose, no
strange thing in latter ages, even in our country.

—

W.
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Benhadad prostrated himself before him ; and Ahab gave

him his hand, and bade him come up to him into the

chariot, and kissed him, and bade him be of good cheer,

and not to expect that any harm should be done to him.

And Benhadad returned him thanks, and declared that he

would remember his kindness to him all the days of his

life: and promised he would restore those cities of the

Israelites which the kings his predecessors had taken from

them, and grant Ahab leave to come to Damascus, as his

own forefathers had had leave to go to Samaria. So they

confirmed their covenant by oaths, and Ahab made Ben-

hadad many presents, and sent him back to his own king-

dom. Such was the conclusion of the war that Benhadad
made against Ahab and the Israelites.

§ 5. But a certain prophet, whose name was Micaiah, 1

came to one of the Israelites, and bade him smite him on
the head, for by so doing he would act according to the will

of Grod ; but as he would not do so, he foretold to him, that

since he disobeyed the commands of God, he should meet
with a lion and be destroyed by it. When this had be-

fallen the man, the prophet went again to another, and
gave him the same injunction, and he smote him, and broke

his head, upon which he bound it up, and went to the

king, and told him thathe had been a soldier of his, and had
had the custody of one of the prisoners committed to him
by an officer, and that the prisoner having run away, he was
in danger of losing his own life at the hands of that officer,

who had threatened him, if the prisoner escaped, that he
would kill him. And when Ahab had said that he would
justly die, he took off the bandage on his head, and was
recognized by the king to be Micaiah the prophet, who
made use of that artifice as a prelude to his subsequent

1 It is here remarkable, that in Josephus's copy, this prophet whose
severe denunciation of a disobedient person's slaughter by a lion had
lately come to pass, was no other than Micaiah the son of Imlah, who,
as he now denounced God's judgment on disobedient Ahab, seems
directly to have been that very prophet whom the same Ahab, in 1 Kings
xxii. 8-18, complains of, " as one whom he hated, because he did not

prophesy good concerning him, but evil," and who in that chapter openly
repeats his denunciations against him: all of which came to pass accord-

ingly : nor is there any reason to doubt but this and the former were
the very tame prophet.—W.
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words. For he said that God would punish Ahab for suffer-

ing Benhadad, a blasphemer against him, to escape punish-
ment ; and that he would so bring it about, that he should
be killed by Benhadad, and his people by Benhadad'

s

army. Upon this Ahab was very angry at the prophet,

and commanded that he should be put in prison and there

kept ; but for himself, he returned to his own house con-

founded by the words of Micaiah.

CHAP. XV.

Concerning Jehoshaphat, the King of Jerusalem ; and how
Ahab made an Expedition against the Syrians, and was
assisted therein by Jehoshaphat, but was himself overcome

in Battle, and perished therein.

I 1 -

SUCH were the circumstances in which Ahab was. I

now return to Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem,
who augmented his kingdom, and put garrisons in the
cities of the country belonging to his subjects, and no
less into those cities which had been taken from the tribe

of Ephraim by his grandfather Abijah, when Jeroboam
reigned over the ten tribes. And he had God's gracious

assistance, as he was both righteous and religious, and
sought to do every day what would be agreeable and
acceptable to God. The kings also that were round about
him honoured him with the presents they made him, till

the riches he acquired were immensely great, and the glory

he gained was of a most exalted nature.

§ 2. Now in the third year of his reign he called together

the rulers of the country, and the priests, and commanded
them to go round the land, and teach all the people that

were under him, city by city, the laws of Moses, and to

observe them, and to be diligent in the worship of God.
With this the whole people were so pleased, that they

were not so eager about or so much in love with anything

as the observation of the laws. The neighbouring nations

also continued to love Jehoshaphat and to be at peace

II. L



146 THE WORKS OF FLAVIT7S JOSEPHXJS. [BOOK VIII.

with him. The Philistines paid him their appointed

tribute, and the Arabians supplied him every year with

three hundred and sixty lambs, and as many kids of the

goats. He also fortified several great and important

cities, and prepared also a mighty army of soldiers and
weapons against his enemies. Now his army consisted of

three hundred thousand armed men of the tribe of Judah,

of whom Ednah was the chief ; and John was chief of two
hundred thousand, and was in command of the tribe of

Benjamin, and had two hundred thousand archers under
him. There was another chief, whose name was Ochobatus,
who had a hundred and eighty thousand armed men under
him. This host was ready for the king's service, besides

those soldiers whom he had distributed among the best

fortified cities.

§ 3. Jehoshaphat married his son Jehoram to the
daughter of Ahab, the king of the ten tribes, whose name
was Athaliah. And some time after when he went to

Samaria, Ahab received him courteously, and entertained

the army that accompanied him in a splendid manner
with plenty of corn and wine and slain beasts, and
begged Jehoshaphat to join him in war against the king of

Syria, that he might recover from him the city of Eamoth
in G-ilead

;

x
for though it had belonged to his father, yet

had the king of Syria's father taken it away from him.
And upon Jehoshaphat' s promise to afford him assistance

(and indeed his army was not inferior to Ahab's), and
sending for his army from Jerusalem to Samaria, the
two kings went out of the city, and each of them sat on
his own throne, and each gave their orders to their own
army. And Jehoshaphat bade them call some of the
prophets, if there were any there, and inquire of them
concerning this expedition against the king of Syria,

whether they would advise to make the expedition at that
time. For there was peace and friendship then between
Ahab and the king of Syria, which had lasted three years,
from the time Ahab had taken him captive till that
day.

§ 4. And Ahab called his own prophets, who were in

1 See Antiq. iv. 7, § 4.
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number about four hundred, and bade them inquire of G-od

whether he would grant him the victory, if he made an
expedition against Benhadad, and enable him to overthrow
that city,

1
for which he was going to commence war. And

these prophets counselled his making this expedition now,
and said that he would beat the king of Syria, and would
get him as before into his power. But Jehoshaphat,
who saw by their words that they were false prophets,

asked Ahab, whether there was not some other prophet
that belonged to the true God, that they might have sure

information concerning the future. Then Ahab said that

there was indeed such a one, but that he hated him, as he
had prophesied evil to him, and had foretold that he should
be overcome and slain by the king of Syria, and that for

that cause he had him now in prison, and that his name
was Micaiah, the son of Imlah. But upon Jehoshaphat'

s

desire that he might be produced, Ahab sent an eunuch
who brought Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch had in-

formed him on the way, that all the other prophets had
foretold that the king should gain the victory ; but he
said that it was not lawful for him to lie against God, but
that he must speak whatever God should tell him about

the king. When therefore he came before Ahab, and
the king adjured him upon oath to speak the truth to

him, he said that God had showed to him the Israelites

running away, and pursued by the Syrians, and dispersed

upon the mountains by them, as flocks of sheep are dis-

persed when their shepherd is slain. He said further, that

God signified to him, that they should return in peace to

their own home, and that he only should fall in battle.

When Micaiah had thus spoken, Ahab said to Jehoshaphat,
** I told you a little while ago the disposition of the man with

regard to me, and that he is wont to prophesy evil concern-

ing me." Upon this Micaiah replied, that he ought to hear

all, whatever it was, that God foretold, and that they were

false prophets that encouraged him to make this war in

hope of victory, whereas he must fall in the battle. There-

upon the king was in suspense, but Zedekiah, one of the

false prophets, came near, and exhorted him not to hearken

1 Namely, Ramoth in Gilead.
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to Micaiah, for lie did not at all speak the truth . As a proof

of this he instanced what Elijah had said, who was better

in foreseeing the future than Micaiah. 1 For he had fore-

told that dogs would lick Ahab's blood in the city of Jezreel,

in the field of Naboth, as they had licked the blood of

Naboth, who owing to him was there stoned to death by
the people. It was plain therefore that this Micaiah was
a liar, as he contradicted a greater prophet than himself,

and said that Ahab would be slain in three days. He
added, " You shall soon know whether he be a true prophet,

and has the power of the divine spirit ; for I will smite
him, and let him then hurt my hand, as Jadon caused the
hand of Jeroboam the king to wither when he would have
arrested him; for I take it you have certainly heard of

that event." So when, upon his smiting Micaiah, no
harm happened to Zedekiah, Ahab took courage, and
readily led his army against the king of Syria. For I
suppose fate was too hard for him, and made him believe

that the false prophets spoke truer than the true one, that
it might get an opportunity of bringing him to his end.

Moreover Zedekiah made horns of iron, and told Ahab
that G-od signified by them that he should overthrow all

Syria. But Micaiah replied that Zedekiah, in a few days,

should go from one inner chamber to another to hide
himself, that he might escape the punishment of his
lying. Then did the king give orders that they should
take Micaiah away, and give him to Amon the governor of
the city to guard, with orders to supply him with nothing
but bread and water.

§ 5. Then did Ahab and Jehoshaphat the king of Jeru-
salem take their forces, and march to the city of Ramoth
in G-ilead; and when the king of Syria heard of this

expedition, he led out his army against them, and
pitched his camp not far from Eamoth. Now Ahab and

1 These reasonings of Zedekiah the false prophet, in order to per-
suade Ahab not to believe Micaiah the true prophet, are plausible, but
being omitted in our copies, we cannot now tell whence Josephus got
them. That some such plausible objection was now raised against
Micaiah is very likely, otherwise Jehoshaphat, who used to disbelieve
all such false prophets, could never have been induced to accompany
Ahab in these desperate circumstances.—W.
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Jehoshaphat had agreed, that Ahab should lay aside his

royal robes, and that the king of Jerusalem should put
them on, and stand in front of the army, in order by this

artifice to prevent what Micaiah had foretold. But Ahab's
fate found him out though he was without his robes ; for

Benhadad the king of Syria had charged his army, by their

commanders, to kill nobody else but only the king of Israel.

Now when the Syrians, upon their joining battle with the
Israelites, saw Jehoshaphat standing in front of the army,
they conjectured that he was Ahab, and rushed violently

at him, and surrounded him ; but when they got near, and
discovered that it was not he, they all returned back. And
though the fight lasted from daybreak till late in the
evening, and the Syrians were conquerors, they killed no-

body, as their king had commanded them, seeking to kill

Ahab only, but being unable to find him. But a young
servant of king Benhadad, whose name was Naaman, drew
his bow against the enemy, and wounded the king through
his breast-plates in the lungs. Upon this Ahab resolved

not to make known to his army what had happened, lest

they should run away, but bade the driver of his chariot

to turn it back and carry him out of the battle, for he
was sorely and even mortally wounded. However, he stayed

in his chariot and endured the pain till sunset, and then
he fainted away and died.

§ 6. And the Syrian army at nightfall retired to their

camp, and when a herald gave notice that Ahab was dead,

they returned home. And they took the dead body of

Ahab to Samaria and buried it there, and when they had
washed his chariot, which was bloody with the dead body
of the king, in the fountain of Jezreel,

1 they acknowledged
that the prophecy of Elijah was true, for the dogs licked

his blood, and harlots continued thenceforwards to wash
themselves in that fountain. But still he died at Ramoth,
as Micaiah had foretold. Now as what was foretold by
the two prophets should happen to Ahab came to pass, we
ought thence to have high notions of God and everywhere
to honour and worship him, and never to suppose that

what is pleasant and agreeable is more worthy of belief

1 The spring below Zer'tn.
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than what is true, and to esteem nothing more advan-

tageous than the gift of prophecy and the foreknowledge

of future events which is derived from it, since God shows
men thereby what they ought to avoid. We may also from
what happened to this king guess and infer as to the power
of fate, that there is no way of avoiding it, even when we
know it beferehand, for it creeps upon human souls, and
natters them with pleasing hopes, till it leads them on
to where it will be too hard for them. Thus Ahab appears

to have been deceived thereby, so that he disbelieved those

that foretold his defeat, and by giving credit to those who
foretold what was pleasant to him, was slain. And his

son Ahaziah succeeded him.

BOOK IX.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS FROM THE DEATH OF AHAB
TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES.

CHAP. I.

Concerning Jehoshaphat again ; how he appointed Judges,

and by God's assistance overcame his Enemies.

§i-

WHEN Jehoshapat the king returned to Jerusalem,
after the assistance he had afforded Ahab, the king

of Israel, when he fought with Benhadad king of Syria,

the prophet Jehu met him, and found fault with him for

assisting Ahab, a man both impious and wicked ; and told
him that God was displeased with him for so doing, but
had delivered him from the enemy, notwithstanding he
had sinned, because of his own disposition which was good.
Thereupon he betook himself to thanksgivings and sacri-

fices to God: after which he went all round the country
which he ruled, to teach the people thoroughly both the law
which God gavethem byMoses and the piety due to God. He
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also appointed judges in every one of the cities of his king-
dom, and charged them to have regard to nothing so much
in judging the people as to do justice, and not to be moved
by bribes, nor by the dignity of men eminent for either

their riches or birth, but to dispense justice equally to

all, knowing that, God is cognizant of every secret action.

When he had himself instructed them thus, and gone over

every city of the two tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. He
there also appointed judges selected from the priests and
Levites and principal persons of the community, and ad-

monished them to pass all their sentences with care and
justice. And if any of the people of his country had
differences of great consequence, they were to send them
from the other cities to these judges, who would be obliged

to give righteous sentences concerning such cases ; and
that with the greater care, because it is proper that the

sentences given in that city where the temple of God is, and
wherein the king dwells, be given with great care, and the

utmost justice. And he set over them Amariah the priest

and Zabadiah, both of the tribe of Judah. Thus the king
ordered affairs.

§ 2. About the same time the Moabites and Ammonites
made an expedition against Jehoshaphat, and took with
them a great body of Arabians, and pitched their camp at

Engedi, 1 a city situate near the lake Asphaltitis, three

hundred furlongs from Jerusalem. In that place grows
the best kind of palm-trees, and the opobalsamum. Now
when Jehoshaphat heard that the enemies had crossed

over the lake, and had made an irruption already into the

country which belonged to his kingdom, he was dismayed,

and called the people of Jerusalem to an assembly in the

temple, and standing over against the holy place, called

upon God to give him power and strength to inflict punish-

ment on those that made this expedition against them (for

those who built this temple of God had prayed that he

would protect their city, and take vengeance on those that

were so bold as to come against it), for they were come to

take away that land which God had given them for a

possession. When he had prayed thus he wept, and the

1 Now 'Ain Jidy, on the western shore of the Dead Sea.
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whole multitude, together with their wives and children,

made their supplications also. And a certain prophet,

Jehaziel by name, came into the midst of the assembly, and
cried out, and told both the multitude and the king that

God heard their prayers, and promised to fight against

their enemies. He also gave order that the king should

draw out his forces next day to meet the enemies, and
he would find them between Jerusalem and the ascent of

Engedi, at a place called the Eminence, 1 and that he was not

to fight against them, but only stand still, and see how
God would fight against them. When the prophet had
said this, both the king and the multitude fell upon their

faces, and gave thanks to G-od, and worshipped him, and
the Levites continued singing hymns to God with their in-

struments of music.

§ 3. As soon as it was day, and the king was come into

that wilderness which is under the city of Tekoa, 2 he told

the multitude that they ought to give credit to what the

prophet had said, and not to set themselves in array for

fighting, but to set the priests with their trumpets, and
the Levites with the singers of hymns, to give thanks to

God, as having already delivered their country from the

enemies. This opinion of the king pleased the people, and
they did what he advised them to do. And God caused a

terror and panic to arise among the Ammonites,who thought
one another to be enemies and slew one another, insomuch
that not one man escaped out of so great an army ; and
when Jehoshaphat looked upon the valley where their

enemies had encamped, and saw it full of dead men, he
rejoiced at so surprising an event as this assistance of

God, for he himself by his own power and without their

labour had given them the victory. He also gave his army
leave to plunder the enemies' camp, and to spoil their dead
bodies

; and indeed so they did for three days together, till

they were weary, so great was the number of the slain
;

and on the fourth day all the people gathered together in

a certain hollow place or valley, and blessed God for his

1 In 2 Chron. xx. 16, " The end of the valley before the wilderness of
Jeruel," it must have been near ' the ascent of Ziz,' Wddy Husdsah.

2 Now Khurbet Tekifa, five miles south of Bethlehem.



CHAP. II.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 153

power and assistance, from which circumstance the place

had this name given it, the Valley of blessing. 1

§ 4. And when the king had brought his army back
thence to Jerusalem, he betook himself to festivals and
sacrifices for many days. And indeed, after this destruc-

tion of their enemies came to the ears of foreign nations,

they were all greatly dismayed, supposing that G-od would
openly fight for Judah hereafter. And Jehoshaphat from
that time lived in great glory and splendour, on account of

his righteousness and piety towards G-od. He was also

friendly with Ahab's son who was king of Israel, and he
joined with him in the building of ships that were to sail

to Pontus, 2 and the merchant cities of Thrace ; but he
failed of his gains, for the ships were destroyed by being

so big and unwieldly, so he no longer concerned himself

about shipping. And this is the history of Jehoshaphat
the king of Jerusalem.

CHAP. II.

Of Ahaziah, the King of Israel, and again of the Prophet

Elijah.

§i-

AND Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, reigned over Israel, and
made his abode in Samaria. He was a wicked man,

and in all respects like both his parents, and Jeroboam,

1 The Wady 'Arriib ; a trace of the name, Berachah, is found in the

ruin Breikut.
2 What are here Pontus and Thrace, as the places whither Jeho-

shaphat's fleet sailed, are in our copies Ophir and Tarshish, and the

place whence it sailed is in them Eziongeber, which lay on the Red
Sea, whence it was impossible for any ships to sail to Pontus or

Thrace ; so that Josephus's copy differed from our copies, as is farther

plain from his own words, which render what we read, that the ships

were broken at Eziongeber, ' from their unwieldy greatness.' But so

far we may conclude, that Josephus thought one Ophir to be some-

where in the Mediterranean, and not in the South Sea, though perhaps

there might be another Ophir in that South Sea also, and that fleets

might then sail both from Phoenicia and from the Red Sea, to fetch the

gold of Ophir.—W.
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who first of all transgressed, and began to deceive the

people. In the second year of his reign the king of

Moab revolted from him, and left off paying the tribute

which he before paid to his father Ahab. Now it hap-

pened that Ahaziah, as he was coming down from the top

of his house, fell down from it, and in his illness sent to

Ekron * to the goddess Fly, for that was the goddess' name,
to inquire about his recovery. But the God of the Hebrews
appeared to Elijah the prophet, and commanded him to

go and meet the messengers that were sent, and ask them
whether the people of Israel had not a G-od of their own,
that the kkig sent to a foreign god to inquire about his

recovery, and to bid them return and tell the king that he
would not recover. And when Elijah had done what G-od

commanded him, and the messengers had heard what he
said, they returned to the king immediately; and when
the king wondered how they could return so soon, and
asked them the reason of it, they said, that a certain man
met them and forbade them to go any further ;

" but to

return and tell you, at the command of the God of Israel,

that your illness will be fatal." And when the king bade
them describe the man that said this to them, they replied

that he was a hairy man, and was girt about with a girdle

of leather. And the king understood by this that the man
who was described by the messengers was Elijah ; so he
sent a captain to him with fifty soldiers, and com-
manded him to bring Elijah to him; and when the
captain that was sent found Elijah sitting upon the top of

a hill, he commanded him to come down and to go with
him to the king, for so he had enjoined, for if he refused,

they would take him by force. Then Elijah said to

him, " That you may know whether I be a true pro-
phet, I will pray that fire may fall from heaven, and
destroy both the soldiers and yourself." So he prayed,
and a whirlwind of fire fell from heaven, and destroyed
the captain and those that were with him. And when the
king was informed of the destruction of these men, he was
very angry, and sent another captain with the same
number of armed men as were sent before. And when

1 'AMr.
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this captain also threatened the prophet, that unless he
came down of his own accord, he would seize him and take

him away ; upon Elijah's prayer against him, fire from
heaven slew this captain and his company just as the other.

And when, upon inquiry, the king was informed of what had
happened to him, he sent out a third captain. But when
this captain, who was a wise man and of a mild disposi-

tion, came to the place where Elijah happened to he, he
spoke courteously to him, and said that Elijah knew that

it was against his own will, and only in submission to the

king's command, that he came unto him, as also those

that came before had not come willingly, but for the same
reason. He therefore begged him to have pity on those

anned men that were with him, and to come down and
follow him to the king. And Elijah liked his discreet

words and courteous behaviour, and came down and fol-

lowed him. And when he came to the king, he prophesied

to him, and told him that G-od said, " Since thou hast

despised me as if I were not Grod, and so unable to fore-

tell the truth about thy illness, and hast sent to the goddess

of Ekron to inquire of her what will be the end of this

illness, know that thou shalt die."

§ 2. And the king in a very little time died, as Elijah

had foretold ; and Joram his brother succeeded him in

the kingdom, as he died childless. And this Joram was
like his father Ahab in wickedness, and reigned twelve

years, indulging himself in all sorts of wickedness and im-

piety towards G-od ; for, leaving off his worship, he wor-

shipped foreign gods : but in other respects he was an
active man. Now it was at this time that Elijah disap-

peared from among men, and no one knows of his death

to this day. And he left behind him a disciple Elisha, as

I have formerly declared. However, as to Elijah, and

as to Enoch, who was before the deluge, it is written in

the sacred books that they disappeared, and nobody knows
of their death.
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CHAP. III.

How Joram and Jehoshaphat made an Expedition against

the Moabites : as also concerning the Miracle of Elisha

;

and the Death of Jehoshaphat.

§1-

WHEN Joram had succeeded to the kingdom, he de-

termined to make an expedition against the king

of Moab, whose name was Misa ; for, as I said before, he

had revolted from his brother Ahaziah, though he paid

as tribute to their father Ahab two hundred thousand
sheep with their fleeces. When therefore he had gathered

his own army together, he sent also to Jehoshaphat, and
entreated him, since he had been from the beginning a

friend to his father, to assist him in the war that he was
entering upon against the Moabites, who had revolted

from him.. And he not only promised himself to assist

him, but said he would also oblige the king of Edom, who
was under his authority, to make the same expedition also.

When Joram had received these assurances of assistance

from Jehoshaphat, he took his army with him and went
to Jerusalem, and when he had been sumptuously enter-

tained by the king of Jerusalem, it was resolved upon by
them to march against their enemies through the wilder-

ness of Edom, for they would not expect them to take
that road. So the three kings set out from Jerusalem,
namely, the kings of Judah and Israel and the king of

Edom. And when they had taken a circuitous route for

seven days, they were in distress from want of water for

the cattle and for the army, owing to their guides mistaking
the roads, so that they were all in an agony, especially

Joram, and cried to GTod by reason of their sorrow, and
[desired to know] what wickedness had been committed by
them, that induced him to deliver three kings together
without fighting into the hand of the king of Moab. But
Jehoshaphat, who was a righteous man, encouraged Joram,
and bade him send to the camp to know whether any
prophet of God was come along with them, " that we might
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by him learn from God what we should do." And when
one of the servants of Joram said that he had seen there

Elisha, the son of Shaphat, the disciple of Elijah, the three

kings went to him, at the entreaty of Jehoshaphat ; and
when they were come to the prophet's tent, which tent was
pitched outside the camp, they asked him, " What would
become of the army ? " and Joram especially. And when
Elisha replied to him, that " he should not trouble him, but
go to his father's and mother's prophets, for they were true

prophets," he still begged him to prophesy and to save them.
But he swore by G-od, that he would not answer him
unless on account of Jehoshaphat, who was an holy and
righteous man ; and when, at his desire, they brought him
a man that could play on the harp, the divine spirit came
upon him as the music played, and he commanded them
to dig many trenches in the bed of the torrent : for he
said, "Though there appear neither cloud nor wind nor
storm of rain, ye shall see the river full of water, so that

the army and the cattle shall be saved for you by drinking

of it. Nor will this be all the favour that you shall

receive from God, but you shall also overcome your
enemies, and take the best and strongest cities of the

Moabites, and shall cut down their fruit-trees, and lay

waste their country, and stop up their fountains and
rivers."

§ 2. When the prophet had said this, the next day,

before sun-rise, the torrent ran strongly; for God had
caused it to rain very plentifully at the distance of three

days' journey into Edom ; so that the army and the cattle

found water to drink in abundance. And when the

Moabites heard that the three kings were advancing upon
them, and making their approach through the wilderness,

the king of Moab concentrated his army at once, and
commanded them to pitch their camp upon the moun-
tains, that when the enemies should attempt to enter

their country, it might not escape their notice. But when
at sun-rise they saw that the water in the torrent, for it

was not far from the land of Moab, was of the colour

of blood, for at such a time the water looks especially

red from the shining of the sun upon it, they formed

a false notion of the state of their enemies, as if they had
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slain one another mad for thirst, and the river ran with

their blood. So, supposing that this was the case, they

asked their king to send them out to spoil their enemies.

And they all went in haste, as to an advantage already

gained, and came to the enemy's camp, supposing them
destroyed. But their hope deceived them, for as their

enemies surrounded them, some of them were cut to

jrieces, and others of them were dispersed and fled to their

own country. And when the three kings entered the land

of Moab, they overthrew the cities that were in it, and
ravaged and spoiled their fields, filling them with stones

out of the brooks, and cut down the best of their trees,

and stopped up their fountains of water, and overthrew

their walls to their foundations. And the king of Moab,
being hard pressed by siege, and seeing his city in danger
of being taken by storm, made a sally, and went out with
seven hundred horsemen to try and break through the

enemies' lines in that quarter where he thought the watch
was kept most negligently: but when, upon trial, he
could not get away, for he happened on a place that was
carefully watched, he returned into the city, and did a

thing that showed the utmost despair and distress. For
he took his eldest son, who was to reign after him, and
lifting him up upon the wall, that he might be visible to

all the enemies, he offered him as a whole burnt-offering

to G-od. And when the kings saw his action, they com-
miserated the distress that was the occasion of it, and
were so affected by humanity and pity, that they raised

the siege, and every one returned to his own country. And
Jehoshaphat returned to Jerusalem, and continued in peace
there, but outlived this expedition but a very little time,

and then died, having lived in all sixty years, and of them
reigned twenty-five, He was buried in a magnificent
manner in Jerusalem, for he had imitated the actions of

David.
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CHAP. IY.

Joram succeeds Jehoshaphat : how Joram, his Namesake,
King of Israel, fought with the Syrians ; and the Miracles

that were done by the Prophet Elisha.

§ 1.

T EHOSHAPHAT left a good number of children, but he

J appointed his eldest son Joram to be his successor, who
had the same name as his mother's brother, the son of

Ahab, who was king of Israel. Now when the king of

Israel returned from the land of Moab to Samaria, he had
with him Elisha the prophet, whose acts I intend to relate

particularly, for they are remarkable and worthy to be re-

corded, as we have them set down in the sacred books.

§ 2. For they say that the widow of Obadiah, 1 Ahab's
steward, came to him ; and said, that he was not ignorant
how her husband had saved alive the prophets that were
sought to be slain by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab ; for she

said that he had hid a hundred of them, and had borrowed
money for their maintenance ; and that, after her husband's
death, she and her children were carried away to be made
slaves by the creditors ; and she begged him to have mercy
upon her on account of what her husband had done, and
afford her some assistance. And when he asked her what
she had in the house, she said, "Nothing but a very small

quantity of oil in a cruse." And the prophet bade her go
away, and borrow a great many empty vessels of her neigh

-

1 That this woman who cried to Elisha, and who in our Bible is

styled ' the wife of one of the prophets,' 2 Kings iv. 1, was no other

than the widow of Obadiah, the good steward of Ahab, is confirmed by
the Chaldee paraphrast, and by the rabbins and others. Nor is that

unlikely which Josephus here adds, that these debts were contracted by
her husband for the support of those ' hundred of the Lord's prophets,

whom he maintained by fifty in a cave,' in the days of Ahab and Jezebel,

1 Kings xviii. 4, which circumstance rendered it highly fit that the

prophet Elisha should provide her a remedy, and enable her to redeem
herself and her sons from the fear of that slavery which insolvent

debtors were liable to by the law of Moses, Lev. xxv. 39, Matt, xviii.

25, which he did accordingly, with God's help, at the expense of a

miracle.—W.
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bours, and when she had shut her chamber door, to pour

the oil into them all, for Grod would fill them full. And
when the woman had done what she was commanded to

do, and bade her children bring every one of the vessels,

and all were filled and not one left empty, she came to the

prophet, and told him that they were all full : upon which

he advised her to go away, and sell the oil, and pay the

creditors what was owing to them, and there would be some
surplus over from the price of the oil, which she might

devote to the maintenance of her children. And thus did

Elisha discharge the woman's debts, and free her from the

vexation of her creditors.

§ 3. Elisha also sent a hasty message to Joram, 1 and
exhorted him to take care of that place, for there were

some Syrians lying in ambush there to kill him. So the

king did as the prophet exhorted him, and avoided going a
hunting. And when Benhadad failed in his scheme, he
was wroth with his own servants, as if they had betrayed

his ambush to Joram, and sent for them, and said they

were the betrayers of his secrets, and threatened that he
would put them to death, since his intention, which he had
intrusted to none but them, was yet made known to his

enemy. And when one of those that were present told

him not to be under a false impression, nor suspect that

they had discovered to his enemy his sending men to kill

him, but to know that it was Elisha the prophet who had
discovered all to him, and revealed his plan, he gave order

that they should send some to learn in what city Elisha

dwelt. And those that were sent brought word that he

1 Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects that there is no small

omission in our present copies of Josephus just before the beginning of

this section, and chiefly as to that distinct account which he had given us
reasou to expect in the first section, and to which he seems to refer,

chap. viii. § 6, concerning the glorious miracles which Elisha wrought,
which indeed in our Bibles are not a few, 2 Kings iv.-ix., but of which
we have several omitted in Josephus ?

s present copies. One of those

histories, omitted at present, was evidently in his Bible, I mean that of
the curing of Naaman's leprosy, 2 Kings v., for he plainly alludes to it,

b. iii. chap. xi. § 4, where he observes, that " there were lepers in many
nations who were yet held in honour, and not only free from reproach
and exile, but who had been great captains of armies, and been in-

trusted with high offices in their commonwealths, and had had the
privilege of entering into holy places and temples."—W.
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was in Dothan. 1 So Benhadad sent to that city a great
army with horses and chariots to take Elisha. And they
encompassed the city round about by night, and watched
it, and when the prophet's servant in the morning perceived
this, and that his enemies sought to take Elisha, he came
running and crying out in an alarmed manner to him, and
told him of it. But he encouraged him and bade him not
be afraid, and besought God, whose assistance prevented
his feeling fear himself, to manifest to his servant his power
and presence, as far as was possible, in order to inspire

him with hope and courage. And God heard the prayer
of the prophet, and made his servant see a multitude of

chariots and horses surrounding Elisha, so that he laid

aside his fear, and his courage revived at the sight of the

army he supposed come to their assistance. After this

Elisha entreated God, that he would dim the eyes of their

enemies, and cast a mist before them, whereby they might
not discern him. When this was done, he went into the

midst of his enemies, and asked whom they came to seek ?

And when they replied "the prophet Elisha," he promised
he would deliver him to them, if they would follow him to

the city where he happened to be. And these men were so

blinded by God in their sight and mind, that they followed

Elisha very readily. And when he had brought them to

Samaria, he ordered Jorani the king to shut the gates, and
to place his own army round the Syrians, and prayed to

God to clear the eyes of their enemies, and take the mist
from before them. Accordingly, when they were freed from
the darkness they had been in, they saw themselves in the

midst of their enemies, and the Syrians were strangely

amazed and alarmed, as was but likely, at an action so

divine and surprising; and when king Joram asked the

prophet, if he would give him leave to shoot them, Elisha

forbade him so to do; for he said, that it was just to kill

those that were taken in battle, but that those men had
done his country no harm, but, without knowing it, were

come there by divine power. And his counsel was to treat

them in a hospitable manner at the king's table, and then

to send them away without hurting them. And Joram

1 Now Tell Dothan, north of Samaria.

II. M
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hearkened to the prophet, and when he had feasted the

Syrians in a splendid and magnificent manner, he sent them
back to Benhadad their king.

§ 4. Now when those men were come back, and had
showed Benhadad what had befallen them, he wondered
at the strangeness of it, and at the appearance and power
of the God of Israel, as also at the prophet with whom
God so evidently was ; so he determined to make no more
secret attempts upon the king of Israel, out of fear of

Elisha, but resolved to make open war against him, sup-

posing he would be more than a match for his enemies

owing to his numerous and powerful army. So he made
an expedition with a great force against Joram, who, not

thinking himself a match for the Syrians, shut himself up
in Samaria, relying on the strength of its walls ; but Ben-
hadad supposed he should take the city, if not by his

engines of war, yet by reducing the Samaritans by famine
and want of necessaries, so he brought up his army and
besieged the city. And the supply of necessaries so failed

Joram, that from the extremity of want an ass's head was
sold in Samaria for fourscore pieces of silver, and the
Hebrews bought a pint of dove's dung instead of salt for

five pieces of silver. Now Joram was afraid that some-
body would betray the city to the enemy because of the
famine, and went every day round the walls and the
guards, to see whether any such traitor were among them,
and by being thus seen, and taking such care, he deprived
them of the opportunity of contriving any such thing, and
if they had a mind to do it, he, by this means, prevented
them. And on a certain woman's crying out, " Have pity on
me, my lord," as he thought that she was about to ask for

something to eat, he was angry and imprecated God's
curse upon her, and said he had neither threshing-floor
nor wine-press, whence he might give her any thing at her
petition. Upon this she said she did not desire his aid in

any such thing, nor wanted to trouble him about food, but
desired that he would do her justice on another woman.
And when he bade her say on, and let him know what she
desired, she said that she had made an agreement with the
other woman, who was her neighbour and friend, because
the famine and want was intolerable, that they should
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kill their children (each of them having a son), and live

upon them in turn for two days. "And I killed my
son the first day, and we both lived upon him yesterday,

but she will not do the same thing, but has broken her

agreement, and hid her son." This mightily grieved

Joram when he heard it, and he rent his garment, and
cried out with a loud voice, and was filled with wrath
against Elisha the prophet, and eagerly desired to have
him slain, because he had not prayed to G-od to provide

them some way and means of escape from the miseries

by which they were surrounded, and he sent some one
away immediately to cut off his head. And he hurried off

to kill the prophet, but Elisha was not unacquainted with
the wrath of the king against him ; for as he sat in his

house by himself, with none but his disciples about him,

he told them, that Joram, the son of a murderer, had sent

some one to take off his head; "but," continued he,

" when he that is commanded to do this comes, take care

that you do not let him come in, but shut the door in his

face, and hold it fast, for the king himself will shortly

follow him, and come to me, having altered his mind."

And they did as they were bidden, when he that was
sent by the king to kill Elisha came. Now Joram had
repented of his wrath against the prophet, and fearing that

he who was commanded to kill him would have done it

before he came, he made haste to hinder the murder and
to save the prophet. But when he got to him, he accused

him of not praying to God for their deliverance from
the miseries they now lay under, and of not caring about
their perishing so sadly under them. Thereupon Elisha

promised that the very next day, at the very same hour in

which the king came to him, they should have great plenty

of food, and that two measures of barley should be sold

in the market for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour

should be bought for a shekel. This prediction made Joram
and those that were present very joyful, for they did not

hesitate to believe what the prophet said, on account of

the experience they had had of the truth of his former

predictions, and the expectation of plenty made the want
and distress they were in that day appear a light thing to

them. But the captain of the third band, who was a
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friend of the king, and on whom the king then leaned,

said, " You talk of incredible things, O prophet ! for as it

is impossible for God to rain down torrents of barley or

fine flour out of heaven, so it is impossible that what you
say should come to pass." To which the prophet made
this reply, " You yourself shall see these things come to

pass, but shall not partake of any of them."

§ 5. Now what Elisha had thus foretold came to pass in

the manner following. There was a law at Samaria, that

those that had the leprosy, and whose bodies were not

clean from it, should abide without the city. Now there

were four men that on this account abode before the gates,

and nobody gave them any food because of the extremity

of the famine : and as they were prohibited from entering

into the city by the law, and considered that even if

they were permitted to enter, they should miserably

perish by the famine, while if they remained where they
were they should suffer in the same manner, they resolved

to deliver themselves up to the enemy, for if they spared
them they would live, but if they should be killed they
would be fortunate in their death. So when they had
determined on this resolution, they went by night to

the enemies' camp. Now God had begun to frighten

and disturb the Syrians, and to bring the noise of chariots

and armour to their ears, as though an army were ad-
vancing upon them, and had made them suspect that it

was coming nearer and nearer to them. In short, they
were in such a panic about this army, that they left their

tents, and ran together to Benhadad, and said that Joram
the king of Israel had hired as allies both the king of

Egypt and the king of the islands, and was leading them
against them, for they heard the noise of them coming.
And Benhadad believed what they said (for there came
the same noise to his ears as to theirs), and so they fell

into a mighty alarm and panic, and left their horses and
beasts and immense riches in their camp, and betook
themselves to flight. And those lepers who had departed
from Samaria and gone to the camp of the Syrians, of
whom I made mention a little before, when they got to
the camp, observed nothing but great quietness and
silence : accordingly they entered into it, and went hastily
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into one of the tents, and as they saw nobody there, they
ate and drank, and carried away garments and a great

quantity of gold out of the camp and hid it, after which
they went into another tent, and carried off what was in

it, as they did at the former, and this they did several

times, without the least interruption from anybody. So
they inferred thereby that the enemies were departed

;

whereupon they reproached themselves for not informing
Joram and the citizens of it. So they came to the walls

of Samaria, and called aloud to the watchmen, and told

them about the enemies, and they told the king's guards,

through whom Joram came to know of it ; and he sent for

his friends, and the captains of his host, and said to them,
" I suspect that this departure of the king of Syria is an
ambush and piece of treachery, and that he is in despair

of ruining you by famine, so, as you imagine the Syrians to

have fled away, he tempts you to come out of the city to

spoil their camp, that he may then fall upon you on a

sudden, and not only kill you, but take the city without
fighting. So I exhort you to guard the city carefully, and
by no means to go out of it, or proudly to despise your
enemies, as though they were really gone away." And a

certain person said, that the king did very well and wisely

to entertain such a suspicion, but still he advised him to

send a couple of horsemen to search all the country as far

as the Jordan, and if they were seized by an ambush of

the enemy and cut to pieces, they might preserve the army
from going out as if they suspected nothing, and suffering

the like misfortune : and those horsemen might be added
to those that had died by the famine, supposing they were

intercepted and slain by the enemy. And the king was
pleased with this advice, and sent such as might search

out the truth, who journeyed over a road that was without

any enemies, and found it full of provisions and of weapons,

that they had thrown away and left behind them, in order

to be unimpeded and expeditious in their flight. When the

king heard this, he sent out the multitude to plunder the

canip. And their gains were not things of small value,

but they took a great quantity of gold, and a great quantity

of silver, and droves of all kinds of cattle. They also got

possession of such innumerable quantities of wheat and
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barley, as they never in the least dreamed of, and were not

only freed from their former miseries, but had such plenty,

that two measures of barley were bought for a shekel, and

a measure of fine flour for a shekel, according to the pro-

phecy of Elisha. Now a measure is equal to a peck and a

half.' And the captain of the third band was the only

man that received no benefit from this plenty ; for as he was

appointed by the king in charge of the gate to prevent too

great a crowd of the multitude endangering one another

and perishing by treading on one another in the press, he

suffered himself in that very way, and died in that very

manner, as Elisha had foretold his death, when he alone

of them all disbelieved what the prophet said concerning

that plentiful supply of provisions which they should soon

have.

§ 6. Now when Benhadad, the king of Syria, had got

safe to Damascus, and understood that it was God himself

that had cast all his army into this alarm and panic, and
that it did not arise from the invasion of enemies, he was
mightily dejected at his having God so greatly for his

enemy, and fell ill. Now it happened that Elisha the

prophet, at that time, had gone out of his own country to

Damascus, of which Benhadad was informed : so he sent

Hazael, the most faithful of all his servants, to meet him,

and to carry him presents, and bade him inquire of him
about his illness, and whether he should recover from it.

And Hazael went to Elisha with forty camels, that carried

the best and most precious things that the country of

Damascus afforded, as well as those that the king's

palace supplied, and saluted him kindly, and said that he
was sent to him by king Benhadad, to bring him pre-

sents and to inquire concerning his illness, whether he
would recover from it or no. "Whereupon the prophet
bade him not tell the king the melancholy news, but said

he would die. And the king's servant was troubled to

hear it, and Elisha wept also, and his tears ran down plen-

tifully as he foresaw what miseries his people would
undergo after the death of Benhadad. And when Hazael
asked him what was the reason of his distress, he said,

1 Literally, " to an Italian modius."
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" I weep out of compassion for the multitude of the
Israelites, and for the terrible miseries they will suffer by
thee. For thou wilt slay the strongest cf them, and burn
their strongest cities, and destroy their children, and dash
them against the stones, and wilt rip up their women with
child." And when Hazael said, " How shall I have power
enough to do such things ? " the prophet replied, that God
had informed him that he should be king of Syria. And
when Hazael returned to Benhadad, he told him good
news concerning his illness, but the next day he spread a
wet cloth in the nature of a net over him, and so strangled

him, and took his dominion. He was an active man, and
had to an eminent degree the good-will of the Syrians, and
of the people of Damascus, by whom both Benhadad him-
self, and Hazael who ruled after him, are honoured to this

day as gods by reason of their benefactions, and their

building of temples, by which they adorned the city of the

Damascenes. They also every day have a procession in

honour of these kings, and pride themselves on their anti-

quity, not knowing that these kings are much later than
they imagine, and not yet eleven hundred years old. And
when Joram, the king of Israel, heard that Benhadad was
dead, he breathed again from the terror and dread he

had been in on his account, and was very glad to live in

peace.

CHAP. V.

Of the Wickedness of Joram King of Jerusalem. His Defeat

and Death.

§1.

NOW Joram the king of Jerusalem, who, as I before

said, had the same name as the king of Israel, as

soon as he had received the kingdom, betook himself to the

slaughter of his brothers and the chief of his father's

friends, and so made a beginning and demonstration of

his wickedness ; nor was he at all better than those kings

of Israel who first transgressed the national laws of the

Hebrews, and God's worship. And Athaliah, the daughter
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of Ahab, whom he had married, taught him to be a bad
man in other respects, and also to worship foreign gods.

Now God would not quite root out this family, because of

the promise he had made to David. However, Joram did

not leave off the introduction of innovations every day, to

the propagation of impiety and the ruin of the national

customs. And as the Edomites had about that time re-

volted from him, and slain their former king, who had
been loyal to his father, and had set up one of their own
choosing, Joram fell upon the land of Edom by night with
the horsemen and chariots that were about him, and
destroyed those Edomites that lay near to his own king-

dom, but did not proceed further. However, this expe-

dition did him no service, for they all revolted from him,
as also those that dwelt in the country of Libnah. 1 He
was indeed so mad, as to compel the people to go up to

the high places of the mountains and worship strange
gods.

§ 2. As he was acting thus, and had entirely cast his

own country's laws out of his mind, there was brought him
a letter from Elijah the prophet, 2 which declared that God
would execute great judgments upon him, because he had
not imitated his fathers, but had followed the wicked
courses of the kings of Israel, and had compelled the tribe

of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem to leave the holy
worship of their national God and to worship idols, as Ahab
had compelled the Israelites to do, and because he had
slain his brothers, and the men that were good and righ-

teous. And the prophet predicted in this letter what punish-
ment he should undergo for these crimes,—namely, the de-
struction of his people and the slaughter of the king's own
wives and children, and that he should himself die of a
disease in his bowels after long torments, his bowels falling

1 Not identified
; apparently the same place as the Libnah in the

lowland of Judah.
2 This letter, in some copies of Josephus, is said to come to Joram

from Elijah, with this addition, " for he was yet upon earth," which
could not be true of Elijah, who, as all agree, was gone from the earth
about four years before, and could only be true of Elisha : nor, perhaps,
is there any more mystery here, than that the name of Elijah has very
anciently crept into the text instead of Elisha, by the copiers, there
being nothing in any copy of that letter peculiar to Elijah.—W.
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out by the excessive inward rottenness of the parts ; inso-

much that though he should see his own misery, he should
not be able at all to help himself, but should die in that
manner. This was what Elijah predicted in that letter.

§ 3. Not long after this an army of those Arabians that
lived very near Ethiopia, and of the Philistines, fell upon the
kingdom of Joram, and spoiled the country and the king's

house, and moreover slew his sons and his wives : one only
of his sons was left him, who escaped the enemy ; his name
was Ahaziah. After this calamity he himself fell ill of the
disease which was foretold by the prophet, and was ill a
great while (for G-od inflicted upon him this punishment in

his belly in his wrath against him), and he died miserably,
and saw his own bowels fall out. The people also treated
his dead body with contempt, I suppose because they
thought that such death came upon him by the wrath of

G-od, and that therefore he was not worthy to partake of

such a funeral as became kings. Accordingly they neither
buried him in the sepulchres of his fathers, nor vouchsafed
him any honours, but buried him like a private man. And
he had lived forty years, and reigned eight ; and the people
of Jerusalem delivered the kingdom to his son Ahaziah.

CHAP. VI.

How Jehu was anointed King of Israel, and slew both Joram
and Ahaziah ; as also ivhat he did for the Punishment of
the Wicked.

§i-
IVTOW Joram the king of Israel after the death of Ben-
-L ^ hadad hoped that he might take Ramoth, a city of

Gilead, from the Syrians. Accordingly he made an expe-

dition against it with a great army, but as he was besieging

it, an arrow was shot at him by one of the Syrians, but the
wound was not mortal, so he returned to have it healed in

Jezreel, but left his whole army in Eamoth, and Jehu the

son of Mnishi as its general, for he had already taken the
city by storm, and he proposed, after he was healed, to

make war on the Syrians again. But Elisha the prophet
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sent one of his disciples to Rainoth, and gave him the holy

oil to anoint Jehu with, and he was to tell him that God
had chosen him to be king. He also sent him to say other

things to him, and bade him take his journey as if he fled,

that"when he came away he might escape the knowledge of

all men. So when he was come to the city, he found Jehu
sitting in the midst of the captains of the army, as Elisha

had foretold to him. So he went up to him, and said that

he desired to speak with him about certain matters ; and
when he rose up and followed him into an inner chamber,

the young man took the oil and poured it on his head,

and said, that G-od elected him to be king, to destroy

the house of Ahab, and to revenge the blood of the pro-

phets that were unjustly slain by Jezebel, that so their

house might utterly perish, as those of Jeroboam the son

of Nebat, and of Baasha, had perished for their wicked-

ness, and that no seed might remain of Ahab's family.

And when he had said this, he went away hastily out of

the chamber, and endeavoured not to be seen by any of the

army.

§ 2. Then Jehu came out, and went back to the place

where he had before been sitting with the captains. And
when they asked him, and desired him to tell them, why
it was that this young man came to him, and also added
that he was mad, he replied, "You guess right, for the words
he spoke were the words of a madman." And as they were
very eager about the matter, and desired he would tell them,
he answered, that God had said, he had chosen him to be
king over the people. When he had said this, every one
of them put off his garment and strewed it under him, and
blew with trumpets, and proclaimed that Jehu was king.

And when he had got his army together, he proposed to

set out immediately against Joram for the city of Jezreel,

where, as I said before, he was getting healed of the wound
which he had received in the siege of Ramoth. It happened
also that Ahaziah, king of Jerusalem, had now coine to visit

Joram (for he was his sister's son, as I have said already),

to see how he did after his wound on account of their kin-

dred. Now as Jehu was desirous to fall upon Joram and
those who were with him unexpectedly, he desired that none
of the soldiers should escape and tell Joram what had hap-
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pened, for to prevent this would be an evident proof of

their kindness to him, and would show that their real in-

clinations were to make him king.

§ 3. And they were pleased with what he proposed, and
guarded the roads, lest anybody should privately report

Jehu's intentions to those that were at Jezreel. And Jehu
took with him some chosen horsemen, and sat upon his

chariot, and started for Jezreel. And when he was come
near, the watchman, whom Jorani had put there to spy out
such as were coming to the city, saw Jehu advancing, and told

Joram that he saw a troop of horsemen advancing. Upon
this Joram immediately gave orders, that one of his horse-

men should be sent out to meet them, and to know who it

was that was coming. So when the horseman came up to

Jehu, he asked him in what condition the army was ; for he
said the king wanted to know ; but Jehu bade him not to

meddle at all with such matters, but to follow him. When
the watchman saw this, he told Joram that the horseman
had joined the company, and was coming along with them.

And when the king had sent a second messenger, Jehu com-
manded him to do as the former had done. And when the

watchman told this also to Joram, at last he mounted his

chariot himself, together with Ahaziah, the king of Jeru-

salem, who, as I said before, was there to see how Jorani did,

after he had been wounded, being his relation. So he went
out to meet Jehu, who marched slowly,

1 and in good order
;

and when Joram met him in the field of Naboth, he asked

him if all things were well in the camp ? But Jehu re-

proached him bitterly, and ventured to call his mother a

witch and harlot. Upon this the king, fearing his intention,

and suspecting he meant no good, turned his chariot about

as soon as he could and fled, and said to Ahaziah, "We are

fought against by deceit and treachery." But Jehu drew

1 Our copies say, that this " driving of the chariots was like the

driving of Jehu the «on of Nimshi, for he driveth furiously," 2 Kings

ix. 20, whereas Josephus's copy, as he understood it, was this, that, on

the contrary, Jehu marched slowly, and in good order. Nor can it be

denied, that since there was interval enough for king Joram to send out

two horsemen, one after another, to Jehu, and at length to go out with

king Ahaziah to meet him, and all this alter he was come within sight

of the watchman, and before he was come to Jezreel, the probability is

greatly on the side of Josephus's copy or interpretation.—W.
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his bow, and smote him, the arrow going through his heart

;

so Joram fell down immediately on his knee, and gave np
the ghost. Jehu also gave orders to Bidkar, the captain of

the third division of his army, to cast the dead body of

Joram into the field of Naboth, reminding him of the pro-

phecy which Elijah prophesied to Ahab his father after

he had slain Naboth, that both he and his family should

perish in that place, for as they sat behind Ahab's chariot

they heard the prophet say so, and now it was come to

pass according to his prophecy. Now when Joram had
fallen, Ahaziah was afraid for his own life, and turned his

chariot into another road, supposing he should not be noticed

by Jehu ; but he followed after him, and overtook him at

a certain acclivity, and drew his bow and wounded him.
And he left his chariot, and got upon his horse, and fled

from Jehu to Megiddo, 1 and though his wound was attended

to, in a little time he died there of it, and was carried

to Jerusalem, and buried there, after he had reigned one
year, and had proved a wicked man and worse than his

father.

§ 4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel

adorned herself and stood upon the tower, and said, " he
was a fine servant that killed his master." And when
he looked up to her, he asked who she was, and com-
manded her to come down to him. At last he ordered the

eunuchs to throw her down from the tower, and being-

thrown down, she besprinkled the wall with her blood, and
was trodden upon by the horses, and so died. When this

was done, Jehu went to the palace with his friends, and
refreshed himself after his journey both with other things
and a meal. He also bade his servants take up Jezebel
and bury her, because of the nobility of her race, for she
was descended from kings ; but those that were bidden
to bury her found nothing remaining but the extremities
of her body, for all the rest was eaten by dogs. When
Jehu heard this, he marvelled at the prophecy of Elijah, for

he foretold that she should perish in this manner at Jezreel.

§ 5. Now Ahab had seventy sons who were being brought
up in Samaria. So Jehu sent two letters, one to those

1 Now el-Lejjitn, on the south side of the plain of Esdraelon.
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who were bringing up the young princes, the other to the
rulers of Samaria, and wrote in them that they should set

up the most valiant of Ahab's sons for king, for they had
abundance of chariots and horses and armour, and a great
army and fenced cities, and by so doing they might avenge
the murder of Ahab. This he wrote to test the intentions

of the people of Samaria. Now when the rulers and those
that were bringing up the young princes read the letters,

they were afraid, and considering that they were not at all

able to oppose Jehu, who had already subdued two very
great kings, they returned him answer that they owned him
for their lord, and would do whatever he bade them. So
he wrote back to them bidding them obey him and cut
off the heads of Ahab's sons, and send them to him.
Accordingly, the rulers sent for those that were bringing
up the sons of Ahab, and commanded them to slay them,
and cut off their heads and send them to Jehu. So
they did what they were commanded, omitting nothing
at all, and put the heads in wicker baskets, and sent
them to Jezreel. And when Jehu, as he was at supper
with his friends, was informed that the heads of Ahab's
sons were brought, he ordered them to make two heaps of

them, one on each side of the gates, and in the morning he
went out to take a view of them, and when he saw them,
he began to say to the people that were present, that he
conspired himself against his master and slew him, but
he had not slain all these ; and he desired them to take
notice that all things had come to pass to Ahab's family
according to God's prophecy, and that his house had
perished as Elijah had foretold. And when he had further
destroyed all the kindred of Ahab that were found in

Jezreel, he went to Samaria ; and as he was upon the road,

he met the relations of Ahaziah, king of Jerusalem, and
asked them, whither they were going ? And when they re-

plied, that they came to salute Joram, and their own king
Ahaziah (for they knew not that he had slain them both),

Jehu gave orders that they should take them and kill them,
being in number forty-two persons.

§ 6. After these there met him a good and righteous

man, whose name was Jonadab, who had been his friend

of old. He saluted Jehu, and began to commend him, be-
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cause he had done everything according to the will of G-od,

in extirpating the house of Ahab. And Jehu desired him
to come up into his chariot, and to make his entry with

him into Samaria, and told, him that he would show him
that he would not spare one wicked man, but would punish

the false prophets and false priests, and those that deceived

the multitude, and persuaded them to leave the worship

of Grod Almighty, and to worship foreign gods ; for it

was a most excellent and most pleasing sight to a good
and righteous man to see the wicked punished. And
Jonadab was persuaded by these arguments, and got up
into Jehu's chariot, and went with him to Samaria. And
Jehu sought out all Ahab's kindred and slew them. And
being desirous that none of the false prophets nor the

priests of. Ahab's gods should escape punishment, he
took them all deceitfully by the following wile. He
gathered all the people together, and said that he would
worship twice as many gods as Ahab worshipped, and de-

sired that their priests and prophets and servants might
be present, for he would offer costly and great sacrifices to

Ahab's gods, and if any of his priests were wanting, they

should be punished with death. Now Ahab's god was
called Baal. And when he had appointed a day on which
he would offer the sacrifices, he sent messengers throughout
all the country of the Israelites to bring the priests of Baal
to him. Then Jehu commanded to give all the priests vest-

ments ; and when they had received them, he went into

the temple of Baal with his friend Jonadab, and gave
orders to make search, whether there was any foreigner

or stranger among them, for he would have no stranger
mix in their sacred rites. And when they said that there

was no stranger there, and were beginning their sacrifices,

he placed without fourscore of his soldiers whom he knew
to be most faithful to him, and bade them slay the false

prophets, and vindicate now the laws of their country,
which had been a long time neglected. He also threatened,
that if any one of them escaped, their own lives should go
for them. So they slew them all with the sword, and
burnt the temple of Baal, and so purged Samaria of
foreign customs. Now this Baal was the god of the
Tyrians ; and Ahab, in order to gratify his father-in-law
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Etlibaal, who was the king of Tyre and Sidon, had built

a temple for him in Samaria, and appointed him prophets,

and worshipped him with all sorts of worship. Howbeit,

when this god was demolished, Jehu permitted the Israel-

ites to worship the golden calves. But because he had
done thus to Baal, and taken care to punish the wicked,

God foretold by his prophet that his sons should reign

over Israel for four generations. Such is the history of

Jehu.

CHAP. vn.

How Athaliah reigned over Jerusalem for six Years, when
Jehoiada the High Priest slew her, and made Joash, the

Son of Ahaziah, King.

§i-

NOW when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, heard of

the death of her brother Joram, and of her son Ahaziah,
and of all the royal family, she was anxious that none of

the house of David should be left alive, but that the whole
family should be exterminated, that no king might arise

out of it afterwards. And she thought she had actually

extirminated them all, but one of Ahaziah' s sons was pre-

served, who escaped death in the following manner. Ahaziah
had a sister by the same father, whose name was Jehosheba,

and she was married to the high priest Jehoiada. She went
into the king's palace, and found Joash, for that was the

little boy's name, who was not above a year old, among
those that were slain, but concealed with his nurse, and
she took him with her into a secret bedchamber, and shut

him up there, and she and her husband Jehoiada brought
him up privately in the temple six years, during which

time Athaliah reigned over Jerusalem and the two tribes.

§ 2. Now in the seventh year Jehoiada communicated
the matter to some five of the captains of hundreds, and
persuaded them to join him in his attempt against Atha-

liah, and in procuring the kingdom for Joash. He also

exacted such oaths from them as are proper to secure con-

spirators from the fear of discovery ; and he was then of

good hope, that they should depose Athaliah. And those
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men whom Jehoiada the priest had taken to be his con-

federates, went over all the country, and gathered together

the priests and Levites and heads of the tribes, and came
and brought them to Jerusalem to the high priest. And
he demanded the security of an oath of them, to keep pri-

vate whatever he should reveal to them, which required

both their silence and assistance. And when they had
taken the oath, and had thereby made it safe for him to

speak, he produced the boy that he had brought up of the

family of David, and said to them, " This is your king, of

that house which you know God foretold should reign over

you for all time to come. I recommend that three divisions

of you guard him in the temple, and. that a fourth keep
watch at all the gates of the temple, and that a fifth

keep guard at the gate which opens and leads to the king's

palace, and let the rest of the multitude be unarmed in the

temple, and let no armed person go into the temple, but
the priest only." He also gave them this order besides,

that a part of the priests and the Levites should be about
the person of the king himself, and guard him with their

swords drawn, and kill that man immediately, whoever
he was, that should be so bold as to enter armed into

the temple ; and bade them be afraid of nobody, but per-

severe in guarding the king. And these men obeyed
what the high priest advised them to, and showed the
reality of their resolution by their actions. Jehoiada
also opened the armoury which David had made in the
temple, and distributed to the captains of hundreds, as
also to the priests and Levites, all the spears and quivers
and whatever other weapons it contained, and set them
armed in a circle round about the temple, so as to touch
one another, by that means excluding those from enter-

ing that ought not to enter. Then they brought the boy
into the midst, and put on him the royal crown, and Je-

hoiada anointed him with the holy oil, and proclaimed
him king. And the multitude rejoiced, and applauded,
and cried out, " God save the king !

"

§ 3. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the tumult and
acclamations, she was greatly disturbed in her mind, and
came quickly out of the royal palace with her army ; and
when she was come to the temple, the priests received her,
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but as for those that stood round about the temple, as
they had been ordered by the high priest to do, they hin-

dered the armed men that followed her from going in.

And when Athaliah saw the boy standing on a platform
with the royal crown on his head, she rent her clothes, and
vehemently cried out, and commanded [her guards] to kill

him that had laid snares for her, and endeavoured to

deprive her of the kingdom. But Jehoiada called for the
captains of hundreds, and commanded them to take
Athaliah to the valley of Cedron, and slay her there, for

he would not have the temple denied with the punishment
of this abandoned woman ; and he gave orders, if any one
came near to help her, that he should be slain also. So
those that had the charge of her slaughter, took hold of

her, and led her to the gate of the king's mules, and slew
her there.

§ 4. Now as soon as Athaliah was cunningly despatched
in this manner, Jehoiada called together the people and
the armed men into the temple, and made them take
an oath that they would be loyal to the king, and take
care of his safety and the safety of his realm. After
that he obliged the king to give security on oath that he
would worship God, and not transgress the laws of Moses.
They then ran to the temple of Baal, which Athaliah and
her husband Joram had built, to the dishonour of the

God of their fathers, and to the honour of Ahab, and
demolished it, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal. And
Jehoiada intrusted the care and custody of the temple to

the priests and Levites, according to the appointment of

king David, and enjoined them to bring their regular

burnt-offerings twice a day, and to offer incense according

to the law. He also appointed some of the Levites and
porters to be a guard to the temple, that no one that was
defiled might enter in.

§ 5. And when Jehoiada had set these things severally in

order, he, with the captains of hundreds and the rulers

and all the people, brought Joash out of the temple into

the king's palace, and when he had set him upon the king's

throne, the people shouted for joy, and betook themselves

to feasting, and kept a festival for many days; for the

city was quiet upon the death of Athaliah. Now Joash
II. N
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was seven years old when he took the kingdom : his

mother's name was Zibiah, of the city of Beersheba. 1 And
all the time that Jehoiada lived Joash was very careful

that the laws should be . kept, and zealous in the wor-

ship of G-od. And when he was of age, he married two
wives who were found for him by the high priest, by
whom he had both sons and daughters. And thus much
shall suffice to have related concerning king Joash, how he
escaped the treachery of Athaliah, and took over the

kingdom.

CHAP. VIII.

Hazael makes an Expedition against the People of Israel,

and the Inhabitants of Jerusalem. Jehu dies, and Jehoahaz
succeeds him. Joash, the King of Jerusalem, is at first

careful about the Worship of God, but afterwards becomes

impious, and commands Zachariah to be stoned. When
Joash King of Judah was dead, Amaziah his son succeeds

Mm in the Kingdom.
§i-

NOW Hazael, king of Syria, fought against the Israelites

and their king Jehu, and ravaged the eastern parts

of the country beyond Jordan which belonged to the
Eeubenites and G-adites and half the tribe of Manasseh,
as also G-ilead and Bashan, burning and spoiling, and
offering violence to all that he laid his hands on ; and this

without hindrance from Jehu, who made no haste to

defend the country when it was in this distress : nay, he
was become a contemner of religion, and a despiser of

holiness and of the laws ; and died when he had reigned
over the Israelites twenty-seven years. He was buried in

Samaria : and left his son Jehoahaz as his successor in the
kingdom.

§ 2. Now Joash, king of Jerusalem, had a desire to

repair the temple of God ; so he called Jehoiada, and bade
him send the Levites and priests through all the country
to ask half a shekel of silver of every person towards the

1 Bir es-SeUa.
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restoration and repairing of the temple, which was brought
to decay by Joram, and Athaliah, and her sons. But the
high priest did not do this, concluding that no one would
willingly pay that money, but in the twenty-third year of

Joash's reign, when the king sent for him and the Levites,

and complained that they had not obeyed what he had
enjoined them, and commanded them for the future to see

to the restoration of the temple, he used the following
stratagem for collecting the money, with which the multi-
tude was pleased. He made a wooden chest, and closed
it up fast on all sides, but opened one hole in it ; he then
put it in the temple beside the altar, and desired every one
to cast into it what he pleased through the hole for the
restoration of the temple. This contrivance was acceptable
to the people, and they vied with one another in bringing
in large quantities of silver and gold ; and when the scribe

and the priest that were over the treasuries had emptied
the chest, and counted the money in the king's presence,

they then set it in its former place, and this they did every
day. But when the multitude appeared to have cast in as

much money as was wanted, the high priest Jehoiada and
king Joash sent to hire masons and carpenters, and to

buy large pieces of timber of the finest sort, and when they
had repaired the temple, they made use of the remaining
gold and silver, which was not a little, for bowls and
basons and cups and other vessels, and continued every
day to make the altar fat with costly sacrifices. And
these things met with suitable attention as long as Jehoiada
lived.

§ 3. But as soon as he was dead (which was when he
had lived a hundred and thirty years, having been a

righteous and in every respect a good man, and he was
buried in the king's sepulchre at Jerusalem, because he
had recovered the kingdom to the family of David) king
Joash gave up his care about God. The leading men of

the people were also corrupt together with him, and
offended against their duty, and against what was con-

sidered to be most for their good. And God was dis-

pleased at this change in the king and the rest of the

people , and sent prophets to testify to them how bad their

.actions were, and to stop them from their wickedness.
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But they had got such a strong affection and so violent an
inclination to it, that neither could the example of those

that had before them offered affronts to the laws and had
been so severely punished they and their entire families,,

nor could the fear of what the prophets now foretold

bring them to repentance, and turn them back from their

course of transgression. But the king even commanded
that Zachariah, the son of the high priest Jehoiada, should

be stoned to death in the temple, and forgot the kindnesses

he had received from his father ; for when God appointed

Zachariah to prophesy, he stood in the midst of the multi-

tude, and gave this counsel to them and to the king, that

they should act righteously, and foretold to them that, if

they would not hearken to his admonitions, they should

suffer a heavy punishment. And Zachariah when dying
appealed to God to witness and avenge what he suffered

for the good counsel he had given them, and how he
perished in a most severe and violent manner for the good
deeds his father had done to Joash.

§ 4. However, it was not long before the king suffered

punishment for his lawlessness. For when Hazael, king
of Syria, invaded his country, and had overthrown Gatb
and spoiled it, he made an expedition against Jerusalem.
Upon this Joash was afraid, and emptied all the treasures

of God, and of the kings before him, and took down
the gifts that had been dedicated in the temple, and
sent them to the king of Syria, and procured so much
by them, that he was not besieged, nor utterly undone,
for Hazael was induced by the greatness of the sum of

money not to bring his army against Jerusalem. But
Joash fell into a severe illness, and was attacked by the
friends of Zachariah the son of Jehoiada, . in order to
revenge his death. They conspired against the king, and
slew him. He was indeed buried in Jerusalem, but not in

the royal sepulchres of his forefathers, because of his im-
piety. He lived forty-seven years, and Amaziah his son
succeeded him in the kingdom.

§ 5. In the one-and-twentieth year of the reign of

Joash, Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, became king of the
Israelites at Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. He
did not imitate his father, but was guilty of* as wicked
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practices as those who first held G-od in contempt: but
the king of Syria brought him low, and by an expedition
against him did so reduce his forces, that there remained
no more of his great army than ten thousand foot and
fifty horse. He also took away from him his great
and many cities, and destroyed his army. Now the king
of Israel suffered these things according to the pro-
phecy of Elisha, when he foretold that Hazael should kill

his master, and reign over the Syrians and Damascenes.
But when Jehoahaz was in such extreme miseries, he had
recourse to prayer and supplication to G-od, and besought
him to deliver him out of the hands of Hazael, and not
allow him to be reduced by him. And G-od accepted his

repentance as virtue, being desirous rather to admonish
the powerful, and not to determine that they should be
utterly destroyed, and granted him deliverance from war
and dangers. So the country having obtained peace,

returned again to its former condition, and flourished as

before.

§ 6. Now after the death of Jehoahaz, his son Joash took
the kingdom, in the thirty-seventh year of king Joash of

the tribe of Judah. This Joash then took the kingdom of

Israel in Samaria, and had the same name as the king of

Jerusalem, and retained the kingdom sixteen years. He
was a good man, and in his disposition not at all like his

father. Now at this time the king of Israel came to

visit Elisha the prophet, who was already very old, and
was now fallen into an illness, and when Joash found
him very near death, he began to weep in his sight and
lament, and call him his father and protector, because

it was by his means that he never made use of his

weapons against his enemies, but overcame his adversaries

by his prophecies without fighting ; but now he was de-

parting this life, and leaving him to the Syrians, that were
already armed, and to other enemies of his ; and he added
that it was not safe for him to live any longer, but that it

would be well for him to hasten to his end, and depart out

of this life with him. As the king was bemoaning this

state of affairs, Elisha comforted him, and bade the king

bend a bow that was brought him : and when the king

had fitted the bow for shooting, Elisha took hold of his
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hands and bade him shoot. And when he had shot three

arrows, and then left off, Elisha said, " If thou hadst shot

more arrows, thou would st have cut the kiDgdom of Syria up
by the roots, but since thou hast been satisfied with shooting

three times only, thou shalt fight and beat the Syrians no
more than three times, that thou mayest recover that

country which they cut off from thy kingdom in the reign

of thy father." And when the king heard that he de-

parted, and a little while after the prophet died. He was
a man celebrated for righteousness, and in eminent favour
with God. He also performed wonderful and surprising

works by prophecy, and such as were gloriously preserved
in memory among the Hebrews. He had a magnificent
funeral, such a one indeed as it was fit a person so beloved
of God should have. Now it happened at that time that
certain robbers cast a man whom they had slain into

Elisha' s grave, and upon his dead body coming close to

Elisha's body, he came to life again. Thus much have I
enlarged on Elisha the prophet, both as to what he fore-

told while he was alive, and how he had a divine power
after his death also.

§ 7. Now upon the death of Hazael, the king of Syria,

the kingdom came to Adad his son, with whom Joash king
of Israel made war, and beat him in three battles, and
took from him all that country, and all those cities and
villages, which his father Hazael had taken from the
kingdom of Israel. Now this came to pass according to
the prophecy of Elisha. And when Joash happened to
die, he was buried in Samaria, and the kingdom came to
his son Jeroboam.
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CHAP. IX.

How Amaziah made an Expedition against the Edomites and
Amalehites, and conquered them ; hut when he afterwards

made War against Joash, he was beaten, and not long after

was slain, and JJzziah succeeded him in the Kingdom.

§ L
NOW in the second year of the reign of Joash over

Israel, Amaziah became king over the tribe of

Judah at Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jehoad-

dan, and she was born at Jerusalem. He was exceed-

ingly careful in doing what was right, and that though
he was very young. And when he came to the manage-
ment of affairs and into the kingdom, he resolved that he
ought first of all to avenge his father Joash, and to punish

those friends of his that had laid violent hands upon him

;

so he seized upon them all, and put them to death, yet did

he execute no severity upon their children, but acted

therein according to the law of Moses, who did not think

it just to punish children for the sins of their fathers.

After this he chose him an army out of the tribe of Judah
and Benjamin, of such as were in the flower of their age,

and about twenty years old : and when he had collected

together about three hundred thousand of them, he set

captains of hundreds over them. He also sent to the king

of Israel, and hired a hundred thousand of his soldiers for

a hundred talents of silver. For he had resolved to make
an expedition against the nations of the Amalekites, and
Edomites, and Gebalites : but as he was preparing for his

expedition, and ready to start, a prophet counselled him to

dismiss the army of the Israelites, because they were im-

pious men, and because G-od foretold that he should be

beaten, if he made use of them as allies, but that he should

overcome his enemies, though he fought with but a few

soldiers, if God pleased. And when the king was discon-

tented at his having already paid the hire of the Israelites,

the prophet exhorted him to do what God would have him,

because he should thereby obtain much wealth from God.
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So he dismissed them, and said that he still freely gave them
their pay, and went with his own army alone, and made
war with the nations before mentioned. And when he had
beaten them in battle he slew ten thousand of them, and
took as many prisoners alive, whom he brought to the

great rock which is in Arabia, 1 and threw them down head-

long. He also brought away a great deal of spoil and vast

riches from all those nations. But while Amaziah was
engaged in this expedition, those Israelites whom he had
hired and then dismissed were very vexed at it, and taking

their dismissal for an affront (supposing it could not have
been done to them but out of contempt), they fell upon his

kingdom, and proceeded to plunder the country as far as

Bethhoron,2 and took much cattle, and slew three thousand
men.

§ 2. Now, upon the victory which Amaziah had got, and
his great success, he was puffed up, and began to neglect

God, who had given him the victory, and proceeded to

worship the gods he had brought out of the country of the
Amalekites. So a prophet came to him and said, that he
wondered how he could esteem these to be gods, who had
been of no advantage to their own people who paid them
honours, nor had delivered them from his hands, but had
overlooked the destruction of many of them, and had
suffered themselves to be carried away captive, for they
had been carried to Jerusalem, in the same manner as any
one might have taken some of the enemy alive and led

them there. This reproof provoked the king to anger,
and he commanded the prophet to hold his peace, and
threatened to punish him if he meddled with his conduct.
So he replied that he would indeed hold his peace, but
also foretold that God would not overlook his innova-
tions. But Amaziah was not able to contain himself in

the prosperity which G-od had given him, but outraged
God notwithstanding, and was so elated that he wrote to

Joash, the king of Israel, and commanded that he" and all

his people should be obedient to him, as they had formerly
1 Compare 2 Kings xiv. 7, in which Amaziah is said to have taken

Sela, or ' the Rock/ by war, and 2 Chron. xxv. 12, with which Josephus
agrees. Sela is the modern Petra.

2 Beit ' Ur el-Foka.
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been obedient to his progenitors, David and Solomon ; and
be let bim know, that if would not be so wise as to do what
be commanded bim, be must fight for bis throne. To this

message Joash wrote back the following answer. " King
Joash to king Amaziab. There was a vastly tall cypress

tree in Mount Lebanon, as also a thistle : the thistle sent

to the cypress tree to ask the cypress tree's daughter in

marriage for the thistle's son ; but as the thistle was
making this request, there came a wild beast, and trode

down the thistle. May this be a lesson to thee not to be
so ambitious, and to have a care, lest upon thy good success

in the fight against the Amalekites, thou growest so proud
as to bring reverses upon thyself and upon thy kingdom."

§ 3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was still

more eager for war, I suppose by the incitement of G-od,

that he might be punished for his offences against him.
But as soon as he led out his army against Joash, and
they were going to join battle, there came such a sudden
fear and panic upon the army of Amaziah, as G-od, when
be is displeased, sends upon men, which discomfited

them even before they came to a close fight. Now it

happened, as they were dispersed by the terror that was
upon them, that Amaziah was left alone, and was taken
prisoner by the enemy ; and Joash threatened to kill bim,
unless he would persuade the people of Jerusalem to

open their gates to him, and receive bim and his army
into the city. And Amaziah from necessity and fear for

bis hfe got the enemy received into the city. And Joash
overthrew about four hundred cubits' length of wall,

and drove his chariot through the breach into Jerusalem,

and led Amaziah captive with him. Thus be became
master of Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of God,
and carried off all the gold and silver that was in the

king's palace, and then freed the king from captivity, and
returned to Samaria. Now these things happened to the

people of Jerusalem in the fourteenth year of the reign

of Amaziah., who after this was conspired against by his

friends, and fled to the city of Lachish, 1 and was there slain

by the conspirators, who sent men there to kill him.

1 Umm Ldkis.
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And they took up his dead body, and carried it to Jeru-

salem, and made a royal funeral for him. This was the

end of the life of Amaziah because of his innovations in re-

ligion and contempt of God, when he had lived fifty-four

years, and had reigned twenty-nine. He was succeeded by
his son, whose name was Uzziah.

CHAP. X.

Concerning Jeroboam King of Israel, and Jonah the Pro-

phet : and how, after the Death of Jeroboam, his son Zac-

hariah had the Kingdom. Hoiv Uzziah, King of Jeru-

salem, subdued the Nations that were round about him

;

and what befell him when he attempted to offer Incense to

God.

IN the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, Jeroboam
the son of Joash reigned over Israel in Samaria forty

years. This king was guilty of contumely against God,
and became very wicked, worshipping idols and under-

taking many things
4
that were strange and foreign. He

was therefore the cause of ten thousand misfortunes to the

people of Israel. Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to

him, that he should make war with the Syrians, and con-

quer their army, and enlarge the bounds of his kingdom
on the north as far as the city of Hamath, 1 and on the

south as far as the lake Asphaltitis, for these were origi-

nally the boundaries of Canaan, as Joshua the general

had fixed. So Jeroboam made an expedition against

the Syrians, and overran all their country, as Jonah had
foretold.

§ 2. Now I cannot but think it necessary, as I have pro-

mised to give an accurate account of our affairs, to narrate

the history of this prophet, as I have found it written down
in the Hebrew books. Jonah had been commanded by
God to go to the kingdom of Ninus, and when he was
there, to publish in the city of Nineveh, 2 how it should lose

1 Hama. 2 On the Tigris, opposite Mosid.
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its dominion. But out of fear he went not, nay, be ran
away from God to the city of Joppa, 1

and, finding a ship
there, went on board and sailed to Tarsus 2

in Cilicia. And
upon the rise of a most terrible storm, which was so great
that the ship was in danger of sinking, the mariners and
the pilot and the master himself made prayers and vows
of thank-offerings in case they escaped the sea : but Jonah
lay still and covered up without imitating any thing that
the others did. Then as the waves grew greater, and the
sea became more violent by the winds, they suspected, as
is usual in such cases, that some one of the persons that
sailed with them was the cause of the storm, and agreed to

discover by lot which of them it was ; and when they had
casts lots, the lot fell upon the prophet. So they asked
him, whence he [came, and what was his errand ? He re-

plied, that he was a Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of

Almighty God ; and he recommended them to cast him
into the sea, if they would escape the danger they were in,

for he was the cause of their storm. Now at first they
durst not do so, esteeming it a wicked thing to expose a
man who was a stranger, and who had committed his life

to them, to such manifest destruction ; but at last, as

their distress overbore them, and the ship was just going
to sink, and as they were incited to do so by the prophet
himself and by fear for their own safety, they cast him
into the sea; upon which the storm ceased. It also

related that Jonah was swallowed by a whale, and that

when he had been in its belly three days and as many
nights, he was vomited out on the coast of the Euxine Sea,

and that alive and without any hurt upon his body. And
there, on his prayer to God, he obtained pardon for his

sins, and went to the city of Nineveh, where he stood in

the hearing of all, and proclaimed that in a very little time

they should lose the dominion of Asia. And when he had
announced this, he returned. I have given the account

about him, as I found it written.

§ 3. When Jeroboam the king had passed his life in

great happiness, and had ruled forty years, he died, and
was buried in Samaria, and his son Zachariah succeeded him

1
Jaffa.

2 Tersus. in the province of Adana.
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in the kingdom. Similarly Uzziah, the son of Amaziah,
began to reign over the two tribes in Jerusalem, in the four-

teenth year of the reign of Jeroboam. His mother Achiala

was a citizen of Jerusalem. He was by nature a good
man, and righteous and magnanimous, and energetic in

looking after the affairs of his kingdom. He made an
expedition also against the Philistines, and overcame them
in battle, and took by storm their cities of G-ath

1 and
Jamnia, 2 and razed their walls to the ground. After this

expedition, he attacked the Arabs that were on the confines

of Egypt. He also built a city upon the Red Sea,
3 and put a

garrison in it. After this he overthrew the Ammonites,
and ordered them to pay tribute. He also subdued all the

country as far as the confines of Egypt, and then began to

take care of Jerusalem itself for the rest of his life. For
he rebuilt and repaired all those parts of the walls which
had either fallen down from time or the carelessness of the

kings his predecessors, as well as all that that had been
thrown down by the king of Israel, when he took his father

Amaziah prisoner, and entered with him into the city.

Moreover, he built a great many towers a hundred and
fifty cubits high, and built walled towns in desert places

and put garrisons into them, and dug many aqueducts.
He had also many beasts for labour, and an immense
number of cattle, for his country was good for pasture.

He was also fond of husbandry, and took great care to cul-

tivate the ground, and planted it with all sorts of plants,

and sowed it with all sorts of seeds. He had also about
him an army composed of three hundred and seventy
thousand chosen men, who were governed by two thousand
general officers and captains of thousands, who were men
of valour and unconquerable strength. He also divided
his whole army into divisions, and armed them, giving
every one a sword, and brazen bucklers and breast-plates,

and bows and slings. And besides these, he made for

1 Tell es-Sdfi.
2 The.Jabnehof 2 Chron. xxvi. 6, and Jabneel of Josh. xv. 11. The

later form, Jamnia, is used in the first book of Maccabees ; it is now
Yebndk.

3 According to 2 Chron. xxvi. 2, this town was Eloth, now 'Ailah, at
the head of the Gulf of 'Akabah.



CHAP. X.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 189

them many engines of war for besieging of cities, such as

engines for throwing stones and darts, and grappling-irons,

and other instruments of that sort.

§ 4. While Uzziah was making these arrangements and
preparations he was corrupted in his mind by pride, and
became puffed up on account of his perishable abundance,

and despised that power which is of eternal duration

(which consisted in piety towards God and the observa-

tion of his laws), so he fell by reason of the good success

of his affairs, and was carried headlong into those sins of

his father, which the splendour of the prosperity he
enjoyed, and the glorious actions he had done, led him
into, as he was not able to moderate himself in them.

So upon a high day, when a general festival was to be
celebrated, he put on the priestly garment, and went into

the temple to offer incense to God upon the golden altar,

which he was prohibited to do by Azariah the high priest,

who had eighty priests with him, and who told him that

it was not lawful for him to offer sacrifice, for none but

the posterity of Aaron were permitted to do so. And
when they cried out that he must go out of the temple

and not sin against God, he was wroth at them, and
threatened to kill them, unless they would hold their

peace. In the mean time, a great earthquake shook the

ground, 1 and a rent was made in the temple, and the

bright rays of the sun shone through it, and fell upon the

king's face, insomuch that leprosy seized him immediately,

and before the city, at a place called Eroge,
2
half a mountain

broke off on the west, and rolled itself four furlongs, and

stopped at the east mountain, till the roads and king's

park were obstructed. Now, as soon as the priests saw

1 This account of an earthquake at Jerusalem at the very time

when Uzziah usurped the priest's office, and went into the sanctuary to

burn incense, and of the consequences of that earthquake, is entirely

wanting in our copies, though it is exceedingly like a prophecy of

Jeremiah's now in Zech. xiv. 5, in which prophecy mention is made

of " fleeing from that earthquake, as they fled from this earthquake in

the days of Uzziah, king of Judah ;
" so that there seems to have been

some considerable resemblance between these historical and prophetical

earthquakes.—W.
2 Apparently the same place as Enrogel, the Virgin's fountain in the

Kedron Valley.
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tliat the king's face was infected with leprosy, they told

him of his calamity, and commanded him to go out of the

city as an unclean person. And he was so confounded with

shame at this terrible disease, that he lost all his confidence,

and did as he was commanded, and underwent this miserable

and terrible punishment for an intention beyond what it

befitted a man to have, and for the impiety against G-od

which was implied therein. So he dwelt out of the city

for some time and lived a private life, and his son Jotham
took over the government ; after which he died with grief

and dejection at what had happened to him, when he had
lived sixty-eight years, and of them reigned fifty-two ; and
he was buried by himself in his own gardens.

CHAP. XI.

Hoiv Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pehah
reigned over the Israelites ; and how Put and Tiglath-

Pileser made an Expedition against the Israelites. How
Jotham, the Son of Uzziah, reigned over the Tribe of
Judah : and what Nahum prophesied against the

Assyrians.

§ I-

NOW when Zachariah, the son of Jeroboam, had reigned
six months over Israel, he was slain by the treachery

of a certain friend of his, whose name was Shallum, the
son of Jabesh, who usurped the kingdom after him, but
kept it no longer than thirty days ; for Menahem, the
general of the army, who was at that time in the city

of Tirzah,
1 and heard of what had befallen Zachariah,

marched with all his army to Samaria, and joined battle

with Shallum, and slew him, and made himself king,
and went thence, and came to the city of Tiphsab. 2 But
the citizens that were in it shut their gates, and barred
them against the king, and would not admit him ; and in

order to be avenged on them, he ravaged the country

l Teius/r.
2 Probably Khurbet Tafsah, six miles south-west of Ndblus, Shechem.
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round about, and took the city by storm after a siege ; and
being very much displeased at what the inhabitants of

Tiphsah had done, he slew them all, and spared not so

much as the infants, exhibiting the utmost cruelty and
barbarity ; for he used such severity to his own country-

men, as would not be pardonable with regard to strangers

who had been conquered by him. And this Menahem con-

tinued to reign with cruelty and barbarity for ten years :

but when Pul, king of Assyria, made an expedition against

him, he did not engage in battle with the Assyrians, but

persuaded Pul to accept of a thousand talents of silver

and to go away, and so put an end to the war. This sum
the multitude collected for Menahem, by exacting fifty

drachmae per head. After this he died, and was buried

in Samaria, and left his son Pekahiah his successor in the

kingdom, who followed the barbarity of his father, and
ruled two years only, after which he was slain with his

friends at a feast, by the treachery of one Pekah, the son

of Remaliah, and captain over a thousand, who had con-

spired against him. And this Pekah was king twenty

years, and proved a wicked man and a transgressor. And
when the king of Assyria, whose name was Tiglath-Pileser,

made an expedition against the Israelites, and overran

all the lancl of G-ilead, and the region beyond the

Jordan, and the adjoining country which is called G-alilee,

and Kadesh l and Hazor, 2 he made the inhabitants pri-

soners, and transplanted them to his own kingdom. And
so much shall suffice to have related here concerning the

king of Assyria.

§ 2. Now Jotham, the son of Uzziah, reigned over the

tribe of Judah in Jerusalem, his mother, whose name was
Jerusha, being a citizen thereof. This king was not defec-

tive in any virtue, but was religious towards God, and

righteous towards men. He was also careful of the condition

of the city (for whatever parts wanted to be repaired or

adorned, he magnificently repaired and adorned them).

He also repaired the porticoes in the temple, and set up
the walls that were fallen down, and built very great

towers, and such as were almost impregnable ; and if any

1 Now Kades, west of the lake el-Huleh.
2 Possibly Tell Hdra.
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tiling else in his kingdom had been neglected, he took

great care of it. He also made an expedition against the

Ammonites, and overcame them in battle, and ordered

them to pay as tribute a hundred talents, and ten thousand

cors of wheat, and as many of barley, every year. And he

so augmented his kingdom, that his enemies could not de-

spise it, and his own people lived happily.

§ 3. Now there was at this time a prophet whose name
was Nahum, who spoke as follows concerning the over-

throw of the Assyrians and Nineveh. " Nineveh shall be
a pool of water in motion

;

x
so troubled and tossed shall

all her people be, and go away by flight, while they

say one to another, stand, remain still, seize their gold and
silver ; for there shall be no one to wish them well, for

they will rather save their lives than their money : for a
terrible contention shall possess them one with another,

and lamentation, and trembling of limbs, and their coun-

tenances shall be perfectly black with fear. And where
shall be the den of the lions, and the mother of the young
lions ? God says to thee, Nineveh, that he will deface thee,

and lions shall no longer go out from thee to rule the

world." And indeed this prophet prophesied many other

things besides these concerning Nineveh, which I do not
think necessary to repeat, and I omit them that I may
not appear troublesome to my readers. And all these

predicted things happened to Nineveh a hundred and
fifteen years afterwards. This much may suffice to have
spoken of these matters.

1 This passage is taken out of the prophet Nahum, chap. ii. 8-13, and
is the principal, or rather the only one that is given us almost verbatim,

but a little abridged, in all Josephus's known writings : by which
quotation, we learn what he himself always asserts, viz. that he made
use of the Hebrew original [and not of the Greek version] ; as also we
learn, that his Hebrew copy considerably differed from ours.—W.
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CHAP. XII.

Hoiv, upon the Death of Jotham, Ahaz reigned in his stead ;

against whom Rezin, King of Syria, and Pekah, King of

Israel, made War : and hoiv Tiglath-Pileser, King of
Assyria, came to the Assistance of Ahaz, and laid Syria

waste, and removing the Damascenes into Media, placed

other Nations in Damascus.

§i-

NOW Jotham died when lie had lived forty-one years,

and of them reigned sixteen, and was buried in the

sepulchres of the kings ; and the kingdom came to his son

Ahaz, who turned out most impious towards God, and a
transgressor of the laws of his country. He imitated the

kings of Israel, and reared altars in Jerusalem, and offered

sacrifices upon them to idols, to whom also he offered his

own son as a burnt-offering, according to the practices of

the Canaanites, and did other similar actions. Now as he
was going on in this mad course, Rezin, the king of Syria

and Damascus, and Pekah the king of Israel, who were

now friendly to one another, made war against him

;

and when they had driven him into Jerusalem, they be-

sieged that city a long while, making but small progress on

account of the strength of its walls. And when the king

of Syria had taken the city of Elath * near the Red Sea, and
had slain its inhabitants, he peopled it with Syrians. And
when he had slain the Jews in the garrisons and in the

neighbourhood, and had carried off much spoil, he returned

with his army back to Damascus. Now when the king of

Jerusalem knew that the Syrians were returned home,

supposing himself a match for the king of Israel, he drew

out his army against him, and joined battle with him,

and was beaten ; and this happened because G-od was angry

with him on account of his many and great enormities.

Accordingly one hundred and twenty thousand of his men
were slain that day by the Israelites, whose general

1 See note 3, p. 188.

II. o
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Zacharis slew Amaziah, king Ahaz's son, in the battle,

as well as the governor of the kingdom, whose name
was Azricam. He also took prisoner Elkanah, the general

of the tribe of Judah. They also carried away captive

the women and children of the tribe of Benjamin
;
and

when they had got a great deal of spoil, they returned to

Samaria.

§ 2. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet at that

time in Samaria, who met the army before the city walls,

and with a loud voice told them that they had not got the

victory by their own strength, but because of the anger that

G-od had against king Ahaz. And he complained, that

they were not satisfied with the good success they had had
against Ahaz, but had had the heart to make captives of

their kinsmen the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. He also

counselled them to let them go home without suffering

any harm, for if they did not obey G-od, they should

be punished. And the people of Israel came together to

their assembly and considered of these matters, when a

man whose name was Barachiah, who was one of great re-

putation in the state, stood up, and three others with him,

and said they would not suffer the citizens to bring those

prisoners into the city, lest they should all be destroyed by
God; they had sins enough of their own that they had
committed against G-od, as the prophets assured them,
they ought not therefore to introduce the practice of new
crimes. When the soldiers heard that, they permitted
them to do what they thought expedient. So the fore-

named men took the captives and let them go, and took
care of them, and gave them necessaries for their journey,

and sent them back to their own country, without doing
them any harm. Moreover those four went along with
them, and conducted them as far as Jericho, which is not
far from Jerusalem, and returned to Samaria.

§ 3. Now king Ahaz, after having been so thoroughly
beaten by the Israelites, sent to Tiglath-Pileser, king of

the Assyrians, and sued for assistance from him in the war
against the Israelites and Syrians and Damascenes, with
a promise to send him much money ; he also sent him hand-
some presents. And he, upon the recejDtion of those am-
bassadors, came to assist Ahaz, and made war upon the
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Syrians, and laid their country waste, and took Damascus
by storm, and slew Eezin its king, and transplanted the
people of Damascus into upper Media, and brought a
colony of Assyrians, and planted them in Damascus. He
also afflicted the land of Israel, and took many captives out
of it. While he was dealing thus with the Syrians, king
Ahaz took all the gold and silver that was in the king's

treasures, and what was in the temple of God, and what
precious gifts were there, and carried them oft* with him to

Damascus, and gave them to the king of Assyria accord-

ing to his agreement. And he confessed that he owed him
thanks for all he had done for him, and returned to Jeru-

salem. Now Ahaz was so sottish, and thoughtless of what
was for his own good, that he would not leave off wor-
shipping the Syrian gods when he was beaten by the Syrians,

but went on worshipping them, as though they would pro-

cure him victory : and when he was beaten again, he began
to honour the gods of the Assyrians ; and he seemed more
desirous to honour any gods than his own national and
true G-od, whose anger was the cause of his defeat. Nay,
he proceeded to such a degree of despite and contempt of

God, that he shut up the temple entirely, and forbade the

offering of the appointed sacrifices, and took away the gifts

that had been given to it. And when he had offered these

indignities to God, he died, having lived thirty-six years,

and of them reigned sixteen ; and he left his son Hezekiah
as his successor.

CHAP. XIII.

Hoiv PeJcah died by the Treachery of Hoshea, who was a little

after subdued by Shahnaneser ; and how Hezekiah reigned

instead of Ahaz; and what Actions of Piety and Righ-

teousness he did.

§ I-

ABOUT the same time, Pekah, the king of Israel, died

by the treachery of a friend of his, whose name was

Hoshea, who retained the kingdom nine years, but was a

wicked man, and a despiser of the divine worship. And
Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, made an expedition
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against him, and overcame him (which was probably be-

cause he had not God favourable or friendly to him), and

brought him to submission, and ordered him to pay a

fixed tribute. Now in the fourth year of the reign of

Hoshea, Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, began to reign in Jeru-

salem ; and his mother's name was Abijah, she was a citizen

of Jerusalem. His nature was good, and righteous, and
religious ; for when he came to the kingdom, he thought

that nothing was more important, or more necessary, or

more advantageous to himself and his subjects, than to

worship G-od. Accordingly, he called the people together,

and the priests and the Levites, and made a speech to

them, and said, " You are not ignorant that, owing to the

sins of my father, who neglected* the sacred service of G-od r

you have experienced many and great miseries, as you
were corrupted in your mind by him, and were induced to

worship those whom he approved of as gods. I exhort

you, therefore, who have learned by sad experience how
awful a thing impiety is, to put it immediately out of your

memory, and to purify yourselves from your former pollu-

tions, and to open the temple to these priests and Levites

who are here convened, and to cleanse it with the accus-

tomed sacrifices, and to restore all to the ancient honour
which our fathers paid to it. For so we shall render God
favourable, and he will remit his anger."

§ 2. When the king had said this, the priests opened
the temple ; and when they had set in order the vessels of

God, and cast out what was impure, they laid the accus-

tomed sacrifices upon the altar. The king also sent

throughout his territories, and called the people to Jeru-

salem to celebrate the feast of Unleavened Bread, for it had
been intermitted a long time, on account of the wickedness

of the forementioned kings. He also sent to the Israelites,

and exhorted them to leave off their present way of living,

and return to their ancient practices, and to worship God r

for he gave them leave to come to Jerusalem, and to cele-

brate all in one body the feast of Unleavened Bread ; and
he said this was by way of invitation only, and to be done
not out of obedience to him but of their own free will, and
for their own advantage, because it would make them
happy. But the Israelites, upon the coming of his envoys,
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and upon their laying before them the message of their

king, were so far from complying therewith, that they
laughed the envoys to scorn, and mocked them as fools :

they also affronted the prophets who gave them the

same exhortations, and foretold what they would suffer if

they did not return to the worship of Grod, insomuch that

at length they arrested them, and slew them. Nor did

this degree of transgressing suffice them, but they acted

more wickedly still than has been described. Nor did

they leave off before Grod brought them under their

enemies as a punishment for their impiety ; but of that

more hereafter. However, there were many of the tribe of

Manasseh, and of Zebulon, and of Issachar, who were

obedient to what the prophets exhorted them to do, and
returned to piety. And all these flocked to Jerusalem to

Hezekiah, that they might worship G-od.

§ 3. When they were come, king Hezekiah went up into

the temple with the rulers and all the people, and offered

for himself seven bulls and as many rams, and seven

lambs and as many kids of the goats. The king also him-

self and the rulers laid their hands on the heads of the

victims, and left it to the priests to complete the sacrifices.

So they both sacrificed and offered the burnt-offerings,

while the Levites stood round about with their musical in-

struments, and sang hymns to Grod, and played on their

harps, as they were instructed by David to do, while the

rest of the priests returned the music with their trumpets.

And when this was done, the king and the multitude threw

themselves down upon their faces and worshipped Grod.

The king also sacrificed seventy bulls, one hundred rams,

and two hundred lambs, and granted the multitude to feast

upon six hundred oxen, and three thousand other cattle.

And the priests performed all things according to the law.

And the king was so pleased therewith, that he feasted with

the people, and returned thanks to Grod. And as the feast

of Unleavened Bread was now at hand, when they had

offered the sacrifice which is called the Passover, they after

that offered the other sacrifices for seven days. When the

king had bestowed on the multitude, besides what they

sacrificed themselves, two thousand bulls, and seven thou-

sand other cattle, the same thing was done by the rulers :
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for they gave thein a thousand bulls, and a thousand and
forty other cattle. Nor had this festival been so well ob-

served since the days of king Solomon, as it was now first

observed with great splendour and magnificence. And
when the festival was ended, they went out into the coun-

try, and purified it, and cleansed the city of air the pollu-

tion of the idols. The king also ordered that the daily

sacrifices should be offered at his own expense according to

the law; and appointed that the tithes and first-fruits

should be given by the multitude to the priests and Levites,

that they might constantly attend upon divine service,

and never be taken off from the worship of God. Accord-
ingly, the multitude contributed all sorts of fruits to

the priests and Levites. The king also made garners
and storehouses for these fruits, and distributed them to

every one of the priests and Levites, and to their chil-

dren and wives. And thus did they return to their ancient

religion. Now, when the king had settled these matters
in the manner already described, he made war upon the
Philistines, and beat them, and possessed himself of all

the enemies' cities from Gaza 1
to Gath. But the king of

Assyria sent to him, and threatened to overthrow all his

dominions, unless he would pay him the tribute which his

father paid formerly; but king Hezekiah was not con-
cerned at his threatenings, but depended on his piety to-

wards God, and upon Isaiah the prophet, from whom he
got accurate knowledge of all future events. And thus
much shall suffice for the present concerning king Heze-
kiah.

CHAP. XIV.

How Shalmaneser took Samaria by Force, and how he trans-

planted the Ten Tribes into Media, and brought the Nation
of the Cuth&ans into their Country in their Boom.

§i-

WHEN Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, had it told

him, that Hoshea the king of Israel had sent privately
to So the king of Egypt, desiring his assistance against

1 Ghuzzeh.
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him, he was very angry, and made an expedition against

Samaria, in the seventh year of the reign of Hoshea.
But as he was not admitted by the king, he besieged

Samaria three years, and took it by storm in the ninth

year of the reign of Hoshea, and in the seventh year

of Hezekiah, king of Jerusalem, and quite destroyed the

kingdom of Israel, and transplanted all the people into

Media and Persia, among whom he took king Hoshea
alive. And when he had removed these people out of their

land, he transplanted other nations from a place called

Cuthah 1
(there is a river of that name in Persia) into

Samaria and the country of the Israelites. So the ten

tribes of the Israelites were removed from Judaea, nine

hundred and forty-seven years after their forefathers came
out of the land of Egypt and possessed themselves of this

country, and eight hundred years after Joshua was their

leader; and two hundred and forty years seven months
seven days after they had, as I have already described,

revolted from Rehoboam, the grandson of David, and
given the kingdom to Jeroboam. And such an end came
upon the Israelites because they transgressed the laws, and
would not hearken to the prophets, who foretold that this

calamity would come upon them, if they would not leave oif

their evil doings. What originated their misfortunes was
their rebellion against Rehoboam, the grandson of David,

when they set up Jeroboam his servant to be their king,

who, by sinning against God, and bringing them to imitate

his bad example, made G-od to be their enemy, while

Jeroboam underwent that punishment which he justly

deserved.

§ 2. And now the king of Assyria invaded all Syria and

Phoenicia in a hostile manner. The name of this king is

also set down in the archives of Tyre, for he made an

expedition against Tyre in the reign of Elulaeus ; as

Menander testifies, who, when he wrote his Annals, and

translated the archives of Tyre into the Greek language,

gave the following account :
" One, whose name was Elula3us,

also called Pyas, reigned thirty-six years : this king, upon

the revolt of the Cittaeans, sailed and reduced them

1 The position of Cuthah or Cuth is undecided
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to submission again. Against these did the king of Assyria

send an army, and in a hostile manner overran all Phoenicia,

but soon made peace with them all, and returned back

;

but Sidon and Ace 1 and old Tyre 2 revolted from the Tyrians,

and many other cities also, which delivered themselves up
to the king of Assyria. But as the Tyrians would not

submit to him, the king of Assyria returned, and attacked

them again, and the Phoenicians furnished him with three-

score ships and eight hundred men to row them ; and
when the Tyrians sailed against them in twelve ships, and
dispersed the enemies' ships, and took five hundred men
prisoners, the reputation of all the citizens of Tyre was
thereby increased. But the king of Assyria returned,

and placed guards at their river and aqueducts to

hinder the Tyrians from drawing water. This continued

for five years, and still the Tyrians held out, and drank of

the water they got from wells which they dug." This

is what is written in the Tyrian archives concerning Shal-

maneser the king of Assyria.

§ 3. But now the Cuthaeans who removed into Samaria
(for that is the name they have been called by to this day,

because they were brought out of the country called

Cuthah, which is a country of Persia, where there is a river

of the same name), each of them, according to their nations,

which were five, introduced their own gods into Samaria

;

and by worshipping them after their national rites they

provoked Almighty God to be angry and displeased at

them, for a plague seized them, by which they were
destroyed ; and as they found no cure for their miseries,

they learned by an oracle that they must worship Almighty
God to get deliverance. So they sent messengers to the

king of Assyria, and desired him to send them some of

those priests of the Israelites whom he had taken captive.

And when he sent them, and the people were taught by
them the laws and the right worship of God, they wor-
shipped him zealously, and the plague immediately ceased.

Indeed they continue to make use of the very same rites

to this day, and are called in the Hebrew tongue Cuthaeans,

1 Ace, Ptolemais, or Acco, is now 'A/cka or St. Jean d'Acre.
2 Palae Tyrus, or ' Old Tyre,' was that part of the city which lay

on the mainland.
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but in the Greek tongue Samaritans. And as to their

relationship with the Jews these people chop and change
according to circumstances. When they see the Jews in

prosperity, they pretend that they are allied to them, and
call them kinsmen, as though they were derived from
Joseph and so had an original affinity with them : but

when they see them in reverses, they say they are no way
related to them, and that the Jews have no right to expect

any kindness or marks of kindred from them, for they

then declare that they are resident aliens. But of them
I shall have a more seasonable opportunity to speak here-

after.

BOOK X.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-
TWO YEARS AND A HALF. FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF THE
TEN TRIBES TO THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF
CYRUS.

CHAP. I.

How Sennacherib made an Expedition against Hezekiah

;

what Threatenings Babshakeh made to Hezekiah when
Sennacherib was gone against the Egyptians ; how Isaiah

the Prophet encouraged Hezekiah ; how Sennacherib,

having failed of Success in Egypt, returned thence to

Jerusalem ; and how, upon his finding his Army destroyed,

he returned home ; and what befell him shortly afterwards.

§ L

IT was now the fourteenth year of the reign of Hezekiah,

king of the two tribes, when the king of Assyria, whose

name was Sennacherib, made an expedition against him
with a great army, and took all the cities of the tribes of

Judah and Benjamin by storm. And when he was about

to bring his army against Jerusalem, Hezekiah sent

ambassadors to him beforehand, and promised to submit,

and to pay what tribute he should fix. And Senna-
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cherib, when he heard the offers the ambassadors made,
resolved not to proceed in the war, but to accept the

proposals that were made to him ; and if he should

receive three hundred talents of silver, and thirty talents

of gold, he promised that he would depart in a friendly-

manner; and he pledged himself upon oath to the

ambassadors that he would then do the king no harm,
but go away as he came. And Hezekiah believed him,

and emptied his treasures, and sent the money, supposing

he should be freed from his enemy, and from any further

anxiety about his kingdom. And the Assyrian king took

the money, but paid no regard to what he had promised

;

for while he himself went to war against the Egyptians
and Ethiopians, he left his general Rabshakeh, and two
other commanders, with great forces, to destroy Jerusalem.

The names of the two other commanders were Tartan and
Rabsaris.

§ 2. Now as soon as they were come before the walls,

they pitched their camp, and sent messengers to Hezekiah,
and desired that they might speak with him. But he did
not himself come out to them owing to fear, but he sent

three of his most intimate friends, Eliakim who was ad-

ministrator of the kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the
recorder ; who came out of the city and met the com-
manders of the Assyrian army. And when Rabshakeh saw
them, he bade them go and tell Hezekiah that " Senna-
cherib the great king l

desires to know of him, on whom it

is that he relies and depends in revolting from his lord, and
being unwilling to hear him, or admit his army into the
city ? Is it on account of the Egyptians, in the hope
that Sennacherib's army will be beaten by them ? Let
him know, if this is what he expects, that he is a foolish

man, and like one who leans on a broken reed, who will

not only fall down, but will have his hand pierced and
hurt by it. He ought also to know that Sennacherib
makes this expedition against him by the will of G-od, who
has granted this favour to him, that he shall overthrow
the kingdom of Israel, and that in the same manner he

1 The title of ' Great King,' both in our Bibles, 2 Kings xviii. 19,
Isa. xxxvi. 4, and here in Josephus, is the very same that Herodotus
gives this Sennacherib, as Spanheim takes notice of in this place.—W.
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shall destroy those that are Hezekiah's subjects also."

When Kabshakeh had made this speech in the Hebrew
tongue, for he was skilful in that language, Eliakim was
afraid that the multitude that heard him would be thrown
into consternation, so he desired him to speak in the
Syrian tongue : but the general understanding what he
meant, and perceiving the fear he was in, made his answer
in a louder and clear voice, and said, " I speak in the
Hebrew tongue, that all may hear the king's commands,
and consult their own advantage in delivering themselves
up to us, for it is plain that both you and your king
dissuade the people from submitting by vain hopes, and
so induce them to resist. But if you are confident, and
think to drive our forces away, I am ready to supply you
with two thousand of the horses that are with me for your
use, if you can set as many riders on their backs, and then
show your strength. But you cannot produce the men
you have not got. Why do you therefore delay to deliver

up yourselves to a superior force, who can take you with-

out your consent? although it will be safer for you to

deliver up yourselves voluntarily, as a forcible surrender

by your being beaten is evidently dangerous, and will bring

further calamities upon you."

§ 3. When the people and the messengers had heard what
the Assyrian commander said, they reported it to Hezekiah,

who thereupon put off his royal apparel, and clothed him-
self with sackcloth, and took the habit of a mourner ; and
fell upon his face after the manner of his country and
besought God, and entreated him to assist him, for he
had no other hope of relief. He also sent some of his

friends and some of the priests to the prophet Isaiah, and
desired that he would pray to God, and offer sacrifices for

their common deliverance, and beseech him to have indig-

nation at the hopes of their enemies, and to have mercy
upon his own people. And when the prophet had done
this, an oracle came from God to him. and encouraged
the king and his friends that were about him ; and fore-

told that their enemies should be beaten without fighting,

and should go away in an ignominious manner, and not

with that insolence which they now showed, for God would
take care that thev should be destroved. He also foretold
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that Sennacherib the king of Assyria would fail in his

expedition against Egypt, and when he came home would
perish by the sword.

§ 4. About the same time the king of Assyria also wrote

& letter to Hezekiah, in which he said he was a foolish

man to suppose that he should escape from being his servant,

for he had already reduced many and great nations ; and
he threatened, that when he took him, he would utterly

•destroy him, unless he now opened his gates, and willingly

received his army into Jerusalem. When Hezekiah read

this letter, he despised it on account of the trust that he
had in God, and he rolled it up and laid it in the

temple. And as he again prayed to God for the pre-

servation of the city and all the people, the prophet Isaiah

told him that God had heard his prayer, and that he
should not be besieged at this time by the king of

Assyria, and that for the future he might be secure of

not being at all disturbed by him, and that the people

might peaceably and without fear go on with their

husbandry and other affairs. And a little while after

the king of Assyria, having failed in his attempt against

the Egyptians, returned home without success for the

following reason. He had. spent a long time in the

siege of Pelusium, 1 and when the banks that he had
raised near the walls were of a great height, and he
intended to make an immediate assault upon them, he
heard that Tirhakah, king of the Ethiopians, was coming up
with a great force to aid the Egyptians, and intended to

march through the desert, and so fall suddenly upon the

Assyrians. And king Sennacherib was disturbed at this

news, and, as I said before, left Pelusium, and returned home
without success. Now concerning this Sennacherib Hero-
dotus also relates in the second book of his histories,

that this king came against the Egyptian king, who was
the priest of Hephaestus, and that, as he was besieging
Pelusium, he raised the siege for the following reason.

The Egyptian priest prayed to God, and God heard his

prayer, and sent a judgment upon the Arabian king.

But Herodotus was mistaken in this, in calling him king

1 The Sin of Ezek. xxx. 15 ; now Tineh, to the east of Port Said.
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not of the Assyrians, but of the Arabians. For he
says that a multitude of mice gnawed to pieces in one
night both the bows and the rest of the armour of the
Assyrians, and that it was on this account that the king,

as he had no bows left, drew off his army from Pelusium.
Herodotus gives us this account ; and Berosus also, who
wrote of the affairs of Chaldsea, mentions this king Sen-
nacherib, and says that he ruled over the Assyrians, and
that he made an expedition against all Asia and Egypt,
and says thus 1

§ 5. Now, when Sennacherib returned from his Egyptian
war to Jerusalem, he found his army under Rabshakeh,
his general, in danger from a plague, for God had sent a
pestilence upon his army; and on the very first night
of the siege, a hundred fourscore and five thousand,
with their captains and generals, were destroyed. And
the king was in great dread and terrible agony at

this calamity, and being in great fear for his whole
army, he fled with the rest of his forces to his own king-

dom, and to his city of Nineveh ; and when he had abode
there a little while, he was treacherously slain by his

elder sons, Adrammelech and Shareser, and was buried in

his own temple called Araske. 2 Now these sons of his

were driven away by the citizens on account of the murder
of their father, and went into Armenia, and Esarhaddon
succeeded Sennacherib. And this was the conclusion of

this expedition of the Assyrians against the people of

Jerusalem.

1 Hiatus hie deflendus.
2 Possibly the temple which Sennacherib built to the god Nergal at

Tarbisi, Sherif Khan, about three miles from Nineveh up the Tigris.
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CHAP. II.

How HezeMah teas sick and likely to die ; and how God
bestowed upon him fifteen Years' longer Life, and gave

him a sign of it by the Shadow going back ten Degrees.

.§
l -

NOW king Hezekiah, being thus unexpectedly delivered

from the dread he was in, offered thank-offerings to

God with all the people, because nothing but the divine

assistance had destroyed some of their enemies, and made
the rest so fearful of undergoing the same fate that

they departed from Jerusalem. But though he was
very zealous and diligent about the worship of G-od, he
soon afterwards fell into a severe illness, insomuch that

the physicians despaired of his life, and feared the worst,

as also did his friends. And besides his illness itself,

there was a very melancholy circumstance that troubled

the king, which was the consideration that he was child-

less, and was going to die, and leave his house and king-

dom without a legitimate successor. And he lamented
and was grieved at the thought of this, and entreated of

G-od that he would prolong his life for a little while till he
had some children, and not suffer him to depart this life

before he became a father. And G-od had mercy upon
him, and hearkened to his supplication, because the trouble

he was in at the idea of death was not because he was soon
to lose the advantages he enjoyed as king, nor did he on
that account pray that he might have a longer life afforded
him, but only in order to have sons to succeed him. And
God sent Isaiah the prophet, and commanded him to inform
Hezekiah, that within three days' time he should recover
from his illness, and should survive it fifteen years, and
should have children also. Now upon the prophet's saying
this, as God had commanded him, Hezekiah could hardly
believe it, both on account of his very sore illness, and
because of the surprising nature of what was told him, so

he desired that Isaiah would give him some sign and
omen, that he might believe what he had said, and be
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sure that he came from G-od : for things that are beyond
expectation, and greater than our hopes, are made credible
by such signs. And when Isaiah asked him what sign he
desired, he asked that he would make the shadow of the
sun, which he had already made go down ten degrees
in his house, to return again to the same place, and be as
it was before. And when the prophet prayed to G-od to

exhibit this sign to the king, he saw what he desired to

see, and was freed from his illness, and went up to the
temple, where he worshipped G-od, and made vows to him.

§ 2. At this time the empire of the Assyrians was over-
thrown by the Medes, but of this I shall treat elsewhere.
But the king of Babylon, whose name was Baladan, sent

ambassadors to Hezekiah with presents, and desired he
would be his ally and his friend. And he received the
ambassadors gladly, and made them a feast, and showed
them his treasures, and his armoury, and the other wealth
he was possessed of in precious stones and gold, and gave
them jjresents to be carried to Baladan, and sent them back
to him. Upon this the prophet Isaiah came to him, and in-

quired of him, " Whence those ambassadors came ? " To
which he replied, that they came from Babylon from the
king ; and that he had showed them all he had, that by the
sight of his riches and power they might thereby guess at

his condition, and be able to inform the king of it. But
the prophet rejoined, "Know that, after a little while,

these riches of thine shall be carried away to Babylon, and
thy j^osterity shall be made eunuchs there, and lose their

manhood, and be slaves of the king of Babylon, for God
foretells that such things will come to pass." At these

words Hezekiah was troubled, and said that he was un-
willing that his nation should fall into such calamities at

all, yet as it was not possible to alter what G-od had deter-

mined, he prayed that there might be peace while he lived.

Berosus also makes mention of this Baladan king of

Babylon. Now as to this prophet [Isaiah], he was by the
confession of all a divine and wonderful man in revealing

the truth, and confiding in his never having spoken what
was false, he wrote down all his prophecies, and left them
behind him in books, that their accomplishment might be
judged of by posterity from the events. Nor did this
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prophet alone do so, but the others, who were twelve in

number, did the same. And whatever is done among us,

whether it be good, or whether it be bad, comes to pass

according to their prophecies. But of every one of these I
shall speak hereafter.

CHAP. III. *

How Manasseh reigned after Hezekiah ; and how, when he

ivas in Captivity, he returned to God, and was restored to

his Kingdom, and left it to his 8on Anion.

§i-

WHEN king Hezekiah had survived the interval of

time already mentioned, and had dwelt all that

time in peace, he died, having completed fifty-four years

of life, and reigned twenty-nine. But when his son

Manasseh, whose mother, Hephzibah, was a native of

Jerusalem, had taken the kingdom, he departed from the

conduct of his father, and fell into a course of life quite

contrary thereto, and showed himself most wicked in his

manners in all respects, and omitted no sort of impiety, but
imitated those transgressions of the Israelites for the

commission of which against God they had been de-

stroyed ; for he was so bold as to defile the temple of God
and Jerusalem and the whole country. For setting out
with a contempt of G-od, he savagely slew all the righteous

men who were among the Hebrews, nor did he spare the
prophets, for every day he slew some of them, till Jeru-
salem flowed with blood. And God was angry at these pro-

ceedings, and sent prophets to the king and to the people,

by whom he threatened the very same calamities to them,
which their brethren the Israelites had suffered from upon
the like affronts offered to God. But they would not
believe their words, though had they done so they might
have reaped the advantage of escaping all those miseries,

yet did they learn by the events that what the prophets
had told them was true.

§ 2. For as they persevered in the same courses, God
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raised up war against them from the king of Babylon and
Chaldeea, who sent an army into Judaea, and laid waste
the country ; and got possession of king Manasseh by
treachery, and ordered him to be brought to him, and had
him in his power to inflict what punishment he pleased

upon him. Then it was that Manasseh perceived what a

miserable condition he was in, and esteeming himself the

cause of all, he besought G-od to render his enemy humane
and merciful to him. And God heard his prayer, and
granted him what he prayed for. So Manasseh was re-

leased by the king of Babylon, and restored to his king-

dom. And when he returned to Jerusalem, he endea-

voured, if it were possible, to cast out of his memory his

former sins against God, of which he now repented, and
to apply himself to a very religious life. He sanctified

the temple, and purified the city, and for the remainder of

his days was intent on nothing but to return thanks to

God for his deliverance, and to preserve his favour all

his life long. He also instructed the people to do the

same, having experienced what calamity he had very

nearly fallen into by the contrary conduct. He also rebuilt

the altar, and offered the legal sacrifices, as Moses com-

manded. And when he had re-established the divine wor-

ship as it ought to be, he saw to the security of Jerusalem,

and did not only repair the old walls with great diligence,

but added another wall to the former. He also built very

lofty towers, and the out-works before the city he not only

strengthened in other respects, but put into them provisions

of all sorts. And, indeed, when he had changed his

former courses, he so led his life for the time to come,

that from the time he began to show piety towards God,

he was deemed a happy man, and a pattern for imitation.

And when he had lived sixty-seven years, and reigned

fifty-five years, he departed this life, and was buried in his

own garden ; and the kingdom came to his son Amon,
whose mother Meshulemeth was a native of the city of

Jotbath.

11.



210 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK X.

CHAP. IV.

How Amon reigned instead of Manasseh ; and after Anion

Josiah ; he was both righteous and religious. Also con-

cerning Huldah the Prophetess.

§ k
THIS Amon imitated the wicked conduct of his father

during his youth, and had a conspiracy made against

him by his own servants, and was slain in his own house,

when he had lived twenty-four years and reigned two.

But the multitude punished those that slew Amon,
and buried him with his father, and gave the king-

dom to his son Josiah, who was eight years old. His
mother was of the city of Boscath, 1 and her name was
Jedidah. He was of a most excellent disposition and
naturally virtuous, and followed the actions of king David,

and made him a pattern and rule in the whole conduct

of his life. And when he was twelve years old, he gave

proof of his religious and righteous behaviour ; for he

brought the people to a sober way of living, and exhorted

them to leave off the opinion they had of their idols, for

they were not gods, and to worship the national God.
And by reflecting on the actions of his forefathers, he
prudently corrected what they did wrong, like a man of

ripe years very competent to understand what ought to be
done ; and whatever he saw was well and seasonably done,

he observed and imitated the same. And thus he acted

following the wisdom and sagacity of his own nature, and
complying with the advice and instruction of the elders;

for it was by following the laws that he succeeded so well

in the order of his government, and in piety with regard to

the divine worship, for the iniquity of the former kings

was seen no more, but quite vanished away. For the king

went about the city and the whole country, and cut down
the groves which were devoted to strange gods, and over-

threw their altars ; and if there were any gifts dedicated

1 The Bozkath of Josh. xv. 39, and 2 Kings xxii. 1. A city of

Judah, on the plain between Lachish and Eglon, not yet identified.
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to them by his forefathers, he treated them contemptuously
and plucked them down. And by this means he brought
the people back from their opinion about them to the
worship of Grod, and they offered the accustomed sacrifices

and burnt-offerings upon his altar. Moreover, he appointed
certain judges and overseers, that they might order
matters in their jurisdiction, and have regard to justice

above all things, and dispense it with the same concern
they would have about their own soul. He also sent over
all the country, and bade such as pleased bring gold and
silver for the repairs of the temple, according to every
one's inclination or ability. And when the money was
brought in, he made Maaseiah the governor of the city,

and Shaphan the scribe, and Joah the recorder, and
Eliakim the high priest, curators of the temple and of the

contributions thereto. And they made no delay, nor put
off the work at all, but prepared architects, and whatever
else was wanted for the repairs, and set closely about the

work. And so the temple was repaired, and became a

public proof of the king's piety.

§ 2. And when Josiah was now in the eighteenth year of

his reign, he sent to Eliakim the high priest, and gave
orders that out of any surplus money he should cast cups

and dishes and vials for ministration in the temple ; and
also that they should bring all the gold and silver that was
among the treasures, and similarly expend it in making cups

and such kinds of vessels. And as the high priest Eliakim

was bringing out the gold, he lit upon the holy books of

Moses that were laid up in the temple, and when he had
brought them out, he gave them to Shaphan the scribe,

who, when he had read them, went to the king, and in-

formed him that all which he had ordered to be done was
finished. He also read over the books to him, and the king,

when he heard them read, rent his garment : and called

for Eliakim the high priest, and for [Shaphan] the scribe,

and for others of his most particular friends, and sent them
to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum, a man held

in good repute and of an eminent family, and bade them go

to her and ask her to appease G-od, and endeavour to render

him propitious to them, for there was reason to fear that,

because of the transgression of the laws of Moses by their
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forefathers, they should be in peril of going into captivity,

and of being cast out of their own country, and of being

in want of all things, and so ending their days miserably.

When the prophetess heard this from the messengers that

were sent to her by the king, she bade them go back to the

king, and say that God had already given sentence against

them, to ruin the people, and cast them out of their country,

and deprive them of all the happiness they now enjoyed
;

which sentence none could set aside by any prayers, since

it was passed on account of their transgressions of the laws,

and because of their not having repented in so long a time,

though the prophets had exhorted them to amend, and had
foretold the punishmeut that would ensue on their impious

practices ; which threatening God would certainly execute

upon them, that they might be persuaded that he was God,
and had not deceived them in any respect as to what he
had denounced by his prophets : yet, because Josiah was a

righteous man, he would at present delay those calamities,

but would after his death send on the multitude the

miseries he had determined for them.

§ 3. And these messengers, upon this prophecy of the

woman, came and reported it to the king ; and he sent

round to the people everywhere, and ordered that the priests

and the Levites should assemble at Jerusalem ; and com-
manded that those of every age should be present also.

And when they were gathered together, he first read to

them the holy books ; after which he stood upon a plat-

form in the midst of the multitude, and obliged them to

make a covenant, with an oath, that they would worship

God and keep the laws of Moses. And they gave their

assent willingly, and undertook to do what the king

urged upon them, and immediately offered sacrifices, and
that in an acceptable manner, and besought God to be
gracious and merciful to them. He also enjoined the

high priest, that if there remained in the temple any
vessel that was consecrated to idols or to foreign gods, they

should cast it out : and when a great number of such vessels

were got together, he burnt them, and scattered their ashes,

and slew the priests of the idols, who were not of the family

of Aaron.

§ 4. And when he had done thus in Jerusalem, he went
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into the country, and utterly destroyed the buildings that
had been set up therein by king Jeroboam in honour of the
strange gods, and he burnt the bones of the false prophets
upon the altar which Jeroboam first built. So it came to

pass as the prophet Jadon, 1 who came to Jeroboam when
he was offering sacrifice, foretold in the hearing of all the
people, viz., that a certain man of the house of David,
Josiah by name, should do what I have here mentioned.
And it happened that those predictions took effect after

three hundred and sixty-one years.

§ 5. Afterthese things Josiah went also to all the Israelites

who had escaped captivity and slavery under the Assyrians,

and persuaded them to desist from their impious practices,

and to leave off the honours they paid to strange gods,

and to worship rightly their own Almighty G-od, and ad-

here to him. He also searched the houses and villages and
cities, suspecting that somebody might have some idols

in private. Moreover he took away the chariots [of

the sun] that were set up in his royal palace, which his

predecessors had made, and whatever else there was besides

which they worshipped as G-od. And when he had thus

purified all the country, he called the people to Jerusalem,

and there celebrated the feast of Unleavened Bread called

the Passover. He also gave the people, for the Paschal sacri-

fices, thirty thousand young kids of the goats and lambs,

and three thousand oxen for burnt-offerings. The prin-

cipal Jews also gave to the priests for the Passover two
thousand six hundred lambs ; the principal Jews also gave

to the Levites five thousand lambs and five hundred oxen.

Thus there was great plenty of victims, and they offered

the sacrifices according to the laws of Moses, every priest

showing the way and ministering to the people. Indeed

there had been no other Passover thus celebrated by the

Hebrews since the times of Samuel the prophet, and the

reason was that all things were performed according to the

laws, and according to the national rites. And when
Josiah had after this lived in peace, nay, in riches and

reputation also among all men, he ended his life in the

manner following.

1 Josephus, by a slip of memory, has the prophet Ahijah.
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CHAP. V.

How Josiah fought with Necho, King of Egypt, and was
wounded, and died soon afterwards ; as also, how Necho
carried Jehoahaz, who had been made King, into Egypt,

and transferred the Kingdom to Jehoiakim : also concern-

ing Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

• i L
^TOW Necho, king of Egypt, raised an arm)'', and

*i marched to the river Euphrates, in order to fight with
the Medes and Babylonians, who had overthrown the

empire of the Assyrians, for he had a desire to reign over
Asia. Now when he was come to the city of Mendes, 1

which belonged to the kingdom of Judah, Josiah brought
an army to hinder him from passing through his country
in his expedition against the Medes. And Necho sent a
herald to Josiah, and told him that he did not make
this expedition against him, but was pushing on to the
Euphrates, and bade him not provoke him to fight against

him, because he hindered his march to the place where
he had resolved to go to. But Josiah did not hearken to

this message of Necho, but put himself in a position to

hinder Necho from his intended march, fate, I suppose,
pushing him on to this conduct, that it might have an
opportunity against him. For as he was setting his army in

battle-array, and riding about in his chariot from one wing
of his army to another, one of the Egyptians shot an arrow
at him, and put an end to his eagerness for fighting ; for

being sorely wounded, he commanded a retreat to be
sounded for his army, and returned to Jerusalem, and died
of his wound, and was magnificently buried in the
sepulchre of his fathers, having lived thirty-nine years, and
of them reigned thirty-one. And all the people mourned
greatly for him, lamenting and grieving many days : and
Jeremiah the prophet composed an elegy in lamentation of

him which is still extant. This prophet also foretold the

1 In 2 Chron. xxxv. 22. The town is said to have been Megiddo, now
el-Lejjun.
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sad calamities that were coming upon the city. He also

left behind him in writing a description of that destruc-

tion of our nation which has lately happened in our days,

and of the taking of Babylon. Nor was he the only

prophet who delivered such predictions beforehand to the

people, for so did Ezekiel also, who was the first person
that left behind him in writing two books about these

events. Now these two prophets were priests by birth,

and Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem from the thirteenth year

of the reign of Josiah until the city and temple were
utterly destroyed. But I shall relate what befell this pro-

phet in its proper place.

§ 2. Upon the death of Josiah, as I have already

said, his son, Jehoahaz by name, succeeded to the king-

dom, being about twenty-three years old. He reigned in

Jerusalem, and his mother was Hamutal, of the city of

Libnah. 1 He was an impious man, and impure in his

course of life : and when the king of Egypt returned from
the war, he sent for Jehoahaz to come to him to the city

called Hamath, which belongs to Syria ; and when he was
come, he put him in bonds, and delivered the kingdom to

a brother of his on the father's side, whose name was
Eliakim, and changed his name to Jehoiakim, and laid a

tribute upon the land of a hundred talents of silver and
a talent of gold, and Jehoiakim paid this sum of money by
way of tribute: but Necho carried away Jehoahaz into

Egypt where he died, having reigned three months and
ten days. Now Johoiakim's mother was called Zabudah,
she was a native of the city of Abuma. 2 He was of a

wicked and malevolent disposition, neither religious towards

God nor kind towards men.

1 A town in the ' lowland' of Judah, near Lacbish, not yet identified.

2 Possibly JRumek, north of Nazareth.
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CHAP. VI.

How Nebuchadnezzar, when he had conquered the King of

Egypt, made an Expedition against the Jews, and slew

JehoiaJcim, and made his son Jehoiachin king.

§1.

NOW in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, one
whose name was Nebuchadnezzar became ruler over

the Babylonians, and at the same time went up with a

great army to the city of Carchemish, 1 which was near the

Euphrates, intending to fight with Necho king of Egypt,
under whom all Syria then was. And when Necho learnt

of the intention of the Babylonian, and that this expe-

dition was made against him, he did not make light of the
matter, but started with a great band of men for the

Euphrates, to defend himself from Nebuchadnezzar ; and
when they joined battle, he was beaten, and lost many
myriads in the battle. Then the king of Babylon passed over
the Euphrates, and took all Syria as far as Pelusium except
Judaea. And when Nebuchadnezzar had already reigned
four years, which was the eighth year of Jehoiakim's rule

over the Hebrews, he made an expedition with a mighty
force against the Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim,
and threatened on his refusal to make war upon him.
Jehoiakim was alarmed at this threatening, and bought
peace with money, and for two years brought the tribute

he was ordered to bring.

§ 2. But in the third year, upon hearing that the
Egyptians were marching against the Babylonian, he did
not pay his tribute, yet was he disappointed of his hope,
for the Egyptians durst not fight. And indeed the pro-
phet Jeremiah foretold every day, how vainly they per-
sisted in relying on Egypt, and how the city would be
overthrown by the king of Babylon, and how Jehoiakim
the king would be subdued by him. But what he thus
spoke proved to be of no advantage to them, because there

1 Jerablus, on the Euphrates, or Membij.
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were none that should escape ; for both the multitude and
the rulers, when they heard him, paid no attention to

what they heard ; but being displeased at what was said,

as if the prophet were a prophet of evil against the king,

they accused Jeremiah, and bringing him before the court,

asked that he should be sentenced and punished. Now
all the rest gave their votes for his condemnation, but the

elders refused, who prudently sent away the prophet from
the court, and urged the rest to do Jeremiah no harm ; for

they said that he was not the only person who had foretold

what would come to the city, but that Micah had announced
the same before him, as well as several others, none of

whom suffered anything at the hands of the kings that

then reigned, but were honoured as the prophets of God.
And they mollified the multitude with these words, and
delivered Jeremiah from the punishment decreed against

him. Now when this prophet had written all his prophe-
cies, and the people were fasting and assembled at the

temple, in the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim,

he read the book he had composed of his predictions of

what was to befall the city and temple and people. And
when the rulers heard of it, they took the book from him,
and bade him and Baruch the scribe go and hide them-
selves, lest they should be discovered ; but they took the

book and gave it to the king, and he gave order, in the

presence of his friends, that his scribe should take it and
read it. When the king heard what it contained, he was
angry and tore it, and cast it into the fire, where it was
consumed. He also commanded that they should seek for

Jeremiah and Baruch the scribe, and bring them to him,

that they might be punished. However they escaped his

anger.

§ 3. Not long afterwards the king of Babylon made
an expedition against Jehoiakim, who received him into

the city from fear of the predictions of Jeremiah, sup-

posing that he should suffer nothing that was terrible,

because he neither shut the gates, nor fought against him.

Howbeit when Nebuchadnezzar was come into the city, he

did not observe the covenants he had made, but he slew

such as were in the flower of their age, and such as were of

the greatest beauty, together with their king Jehoiakim,
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whom he commanded to be thrown before the walls with-

out any burial, and made his son Jehoiachin king of the

country and city. He also took captive three thousand

of the principal persons, and led them away to Babylon

:

among whom was the prophet Ezekiel, who was then but

a boy. And this was the end of king Jehoiakini, when he

had lived thirty-six years, and of them reigned eleven : and
Jehoiachin succeeded him in the kingdom, whose mother's

name was Nehushta, she was a citizen of Jerusalem. He
reigned only three months and ten days.

CHAP. VII.

How the King of Babylon repented of making Jehoiachin

King, and took him away to Babylon, and transferred the

Kingdom to Zedekiah. This King would not believe what

was predicted by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, but joined himself

to the Egyptians ; who, when they came into Judaza, were

vanquished by the King of Babylon ; as also what befell

Jeremiah.

§i-

FOE a terror soon seized on the king of Babylon, who
had given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, for he was

afraid that he would bear him a grudge because of his

killing his father, and would therefore make the country

revolt from him. So he sent an army, and besieged

Jehoiachin in Jerusalem. And he, because he was by
nature good and just, did not desire to see the city en-

dangered on his account, but took his mother and kindred

and delivered them to the commanders sent by the king of

Babylon, and accepted of their oaths, that neither they nor

the city should suffer any harm, which agreement they

did not observe for a single year. For the king of Babylon
did not keep it, but gave orders to his generals to take

captive all that were in the city, both the youth and the

handicraftsmen, and bring them bound to him (their

number was ten thousand eight hundred and thirty-two),

as also Jehoiachin and his mother and friends. And when
these were brought to him, he kept them in custody, and
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appointed Zedekiah Jehoiachin's uncle to be king: and
made him take an oath, that he would certainly keep the
country for him, and make no revolt, nor have any friend-

ship with the Egyptians.

§ 2. Now Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he
took the government, and he had the same mother as his

brother Jehoiakim, and he was a despiser of justice and of

his duty. Indeed both those of the same age with him
and his court were wicked, and the whole multitude did

what unjust and insolent things they pleased ; so that the
prophet Jeremiah came often to him and protested, and
bade him leave off all his impieties and transgressions, and
see to what was right, and neither give ear to the rulers

(among whom were wicked men), nor give credit to the

false prophets, who deluded them, as if the king of Babylon
would no more make war against Jerusalem, and as if the

Egyptians would make war against him and conquer him,
since what they said was not true, and the events would not
prove such. Now Zedekiah himself, as long as he heard
the prophet speak, believed him, and agreed to everything

as true, and supposed what he recommended was for his

advantage ; but afterwards his friends perverted him, and
dissuaded him from what the prophet advised, and got him
to do what they pleased. Ezekiel also prophesied in Babylon
what calamities were coming upon the people, which when
he heard, he sent accounts of them to Jerusalem. But
Zedekiah did not believe their prophecies for the following

reason. It happened that the two prophets agreed with

one another in what they said in all other things, as that

the city should be taken, and Zedekiah himself should be

taken captive, but Ezekiel differed in saying that Zedekiah

should not see Babylon, while Jeremiah told him that the

king of Babylon should carry him thither in bonds. And
because they did not both say the same thing as to this

circumstance, he disbelieved what they both appeared to

agree in, and condemned them as not speaking truth

therein, although all the things foretold him did come to

pass according to their prophecies, as I shall show upon a

fitter opportunity.

§ 3. Now when Zedekiah had preserved friendship with

the Babylonians for eight years, he broke it, and allied
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himself to the Egyptians, in hope of overcoming the

Babylonians by their assistance. When the king of Babylon
learnt this, he marched against him, and laid his country
waste, and took his fortified towns, and came to the city

Jerusalem itself to besiege it. And when the king of

Egypt heard what circumstances his ally Zedekiah was in,

he took a great army with him, and came into Judaea, in-

tending to raise the siege: upon which the kiog of Babylon
departed from Jerusalem, and met the Egyptians, and
joined battle with them and beat them, and put them to

flight, and pursued them, and drove them out of all Syria.

But as soon as the king of Babylon had departed from
Jerusalem, the false prophets deceived Zedekiah, and said

that the king of Babylon would not any more make war
against him or his people, nor remove them out of their

own country into Babylon, but that those now in captivity

would return with all those vessels of the temple of which
the king of Babylon had spoiled the temple. But Jere-

miah came forward, and prophesied what was contrary to

those predictions, and what proved to be true. He said

they did ill, and deluded the king; for the Egyptians
would be of no advantage to them, but the king of Babylon
would renew the war against Jerusalem, and besiege it

again, and would destroy the people by famine, and carry
away those that remained into captivity, and would take
away what they had as spoil, and would carry off the
riches that were in the temple, and moreover would burn
it, and utterly overthrow the city, and they should serve

him and his posterity seventy years ; but the Persians and
Medes should put an end to their servitude, and overthrow
the Babylonians, and then they should be let go, and
return to their own land, and rebuild the temple, and
restore Jerusalem. When Jeremiah said this, most people
believed him, but the rulers and those that were wicked
despised him, as one out of his mind. Now he had resolved
to go to his native place, which was called Anathoth, 1 and
was twenty furlongs from Jerusalem, and as he was going,
one of the rulers met him, and arrested him, and accused
him falsely of going as a deserter to the Babylonians : but

1 Now 'Andia, three miles north-east of Jerusalem.
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Jeremiah said that lie accused him falsely, and added that
he was only going to his native place. But the other
would not believe him, but arrested him and led him
away to the rulers for sentence, at whose hands he endured
all sorts of outrage and tortures, and was reserved to be
punished ; and this was the condition he was in for some
time, unjustly suffering what I have already described.

§ 4. Now in the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah, on
the tenth day of the tenth month, the king of Babylon
made a second expedition against Jerusalem, and sat down
before it eighteen months, and besieged it with the utmost
energy. There came upon them also two of the greatest
calamities at the same time that Jerusalem was besieged,

a famine and pestilence, and made great havoc of them

:

and though the prophet Jeremiah was in prison, he did
not rest, but cried out and preached aloud, and exhorted
the multitude to open their gates, and admit the king of

Babylon, for if they did so they and their households should
be preserved, but if they did not do so they should perish.

He also foretold, that if any one stayed in the city, he
should certainly die in one of two ways, he should either

be consumed by famine, or slain by the enemy's sword,
but if he would flee to the enemy, he should escape death.

But those rulers who heard did not believe him, even when
they were in the midst of their sore calamities, but went
to the king in their anger, and informed him of what
Jeremiah said, and accused him, and complained of the

prophet as a madman, and one that disheartened their

minds, and by his prediction of miseries diminished the

zeal of the multitude, who were otherwise ready to expose

themselves to dangers for king and country, while he in a
threatening way warned them to flee to the enemy, and
told them that the city would certainly be taken and
utterly destroyed.

§ 5. Now the king himself was not at all personally irri-

tated against Jeremiah, such was his gentle and righteous

disposition
;
yet that he might not be engaged in a quarrel

with the rulers at such a time, by opposing their wishes,

he let them do with the prophet whatever they would : and
when the king had granted them that permission, they

at once went to the prison and took Jeremiah, and let



222 THE WOEKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK X.

him down with a cord into a pit full of mire, that he might

be suffocated, and so not die at their hands. And he stood

up to his neck in the mire, which was all round him, and

so continued. But one of the king's servants, who was
in esteem with him, an Ethiopian by descent, told the

king what a state the prophet was in, and said that his

friends and the rulers had done evil in plunging the pro-

phet into the mire, and so contriving against him, that he

should suffer a death more bitter than that by his bonds only.

When the king heard this, he repented of hishaving delivered

up the prophet to the rulers, and bade the Ethiopian take

thirty men of the king's guards, and cords with them, and
whatever else he thought necessary for the prophet's pre-

servation, and draw him up immediately. So the Ethio-

pian took the men he was ordered to take, and drew up
the prophet out of the mire, and left him at liberty.

§ 6. And when the king sent for him privately, and in-

quired what he could say to him from G-od, and desired

him to inform him what might be suitable to his present

circumstances, Jeremiah replied that he had somewhat to

say, but would not be believed, nor hearkened to if he ad-

monished him, " for," (continued he,) " thy friends have
determined to destroy me, as though I had been guilty of

some wickedness ; and where are now those men who de-

ceived you, and said that the king of Babylon would not

•come and fight against us any more ? But I am afraid now
to speak the truth, lest thou shouldst condemn me to die."

Ancf when the king had assured him upon oath, that he
would neither himself put him to death, nor deliver him
up to the rulers, he became bold upon that assurance being
given him, and advised him to deliver up the city to the

Babylonians. And he addedthat it was God that prophesied
this by him, that he must do so if he would be preserved,

and escape out of the danger he was in, and that then
neither should the city be razed to the ground, nor should
the temple be burned ; but if he disobeyed he would be
the cause of these miseries coming upon the citizens, and
of the calamity that would befall his whole house. When
the king heard this, he said that he would willingly do
what he advised him to do, and what he declared would
be for his advantage, but that he was afraid of those of
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his own country that had deserted to the Babylonians, lest

he should be calumniated by them to the king of Babylon,
and be punished. But the prophet encouraged him, and
said he had no cause to fear such punishment, for if

he would deliver up the city to the Babylonians, he should
not experience any misfortune, either himself or his chil-

dren, or his wives, and the temple should also continue
uninjured. And when Jeremiah had said this, the king
dismissed him, and charged him to betray to none of the
citizens what they had resolved on, nor to tell any of the
rulers, if they should have learned that he had been sent
for, and should ask what he had said to him ; but to pre-
tend to them that he had begged only that he might not
be kept in bonds and in prison. And indeed he said so to
them ; for they came to the prophet, and asked him, what
advice it was that he went to give the king as to them ?

And thus I have finished what concerns this matter.

CHAP. VIII.

How the King of Babylon took Jerusalem and burnt the

Temple, and removed Zedekiah and the People of Jeru-

salem to Babylon. Also a list of the High Priests under the

Kings.

§1.

NOW the king of Babylon was very intent and earnest

upon the siege of Jerusalem, and he erected towers
upon great earthworks, and from them repelled those that

stood upon the walls ; he also threw up a great number of

such earthworks round the whole city, whose height was
equal to the walls. However, those that were within
bore the siege with courage and energy, for they were not
disheartened either by the famine or pestilence, but were
stout-hearted in the prosecution of the war, although those

miseries within harassed them, and did not surfer them-
selves to be terrified either by the contrivances of the

enemy or by their engines of war, but devised engines to

oppose all the enemy's ones, till indeed the whole struggle

between the Babylonians and the people of Jerusalem
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seemed to be which had the greater sagacity and skill

;

the former supposing they would be by their skill in war
more than a match for the others for the destruction of

the city ; the latter placing their hopes of deliverance in

nothing else but in persevering in such counter-inventions

as might demonstrate the enemy's engines to be useless.

And this siege they endured for eighteen months, until

they were undone by famine, and by the darts which the

enemy threw at them from the towers.

§ 2. Now the city was taken in the eleventh year of the

reign of Zedekiah, in the ninth day of the fourth month.
It was taken "by the generals of the king of Babylon, to

whom Nebuchadnezzar committed the siege, for he abode
himself in the city of Eiblah. 1 The names of the generals

who took and subdued Jerusalem, if any one desire to

know them, were these, Nergal Sharezer, Samgar Nebo,
Eabsaris, Sarsechim, and Eabmag. And when the city

was taken about midnight, and the enemy's generals had
entered into the temple, Zedekiah, learning it, took his

wives and children and captains and friends, and with them
fled out of the city through the fortified ditch and through
the desert. And when certain deserters had informed the
Babylonians of this, they made haste at daybreak to

pursue after Zedekiah, and overtook him not far from
Jericho, and surrounded him. Then those friends and
captains of Zedekiah who had fled out of the city with him,
when they saw the enemy near, left him and dispersed,

some one way some another, for every one resolved to

save himself; so the enemy took Zedekiah alive (as he
was deserted by all but a few), with his children and
his wives, and brought him to the king. When he was
come, Nebuchadnezzer began to call him a wicked wretch,

and a covenant-breaker, and one that had forgotten his

former words, when he promised to keep the country
for him. He also reproached him for his ingratitude, see-

ing that when he had received the kingdom from him, who
had taken it from Jehoiachin and given it him, he had
made use of his power against him that gave it ;

" but,"

he added, " God is great, who hated that conduct of yours,

' New Billeh, on the Orontes, thirty-five miles from BcCalbek.
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and has brought you under us." And when he had used
these words to Zedekiah, he commanded his sons and his

friends to be slain, while Zedekiah and the rest of the cap-

tives looked on, after which he put out the eyes of Zede-
kiah, and bound him, and carried him off to Babylon.
And so those things happened to him, which Jeremiah and
Ezekiel foretold to him, that he should be taken and
brought before the king of Babylon, and should speak to

him face to face, and should see his eyes with his own
eyes. And thus much did Jeremiah prophesy, but he was
also made blind, and brought to Babylon, and did not see

it, according to the prediction of Ezekiel.

§ 3. I have narrated this, because it is sufficient to

show the nature of G-od to such as are ignorant of it, how
it is various and acts in many different ways, and how all

events happen in a regular manner in their proper season,

and how it foretells what must come to pass. It is also

sufficient to show the ignorance and incredulity of men,
whereby they are not permitted to foresee the future at

all, and are without any guard exposed to calamities, so

that it is impossible for them to avoid the experience of

them.

§ 4. Thus the kings of David's race ended their lives,

being in number twenty-one including the last king,

and reigned altogether five hundred and fourteen years

six months and ten days ; of whom Saul, their first king,

retained the kingdom twenty years, though he was not of

the same tribe as the rest.

§ 5. And now it was that the king of Babylon sent

Nebuzaradan, the general of his army, to Jerusalem, to

pillage the temple, and commanded him to burn it and the

royal palace, and to lay the city even with the ground, and
to transplant the people to Babylon. Accordingly he went
to Jerusalem in the eleventh year of king Zedekiah, and
pillaged the temple, and carried off the vessels of God
both gold and silver, and the large laver which Solomon
dedicated, as also the pillars of brass and their chapi-

ters, and the golden tables and candlesticks. And when
he had carried these off, he set fire to the temple in

the fifth month, on the first day of the month, in the

eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, and in the

II. Q
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eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar ;
he also burnt the

palace, and razed the city to the ground. Now the temple

was burnt four hundred and seventy years, six months,

and ten days, after it was built. It was then one thousand

and sixty-two years, six months, and ten days, from the

departure out of Egypt ; and the whole interval from the

deluge to the destruction of the temple was one thousand

nine hundred and fifty-seven years, six months, and ten

days ; and from the birth of Adam, till this befell the

temple, there were three thousand five hundred and
thirteen years, six months, and ten days. Such was

the number of years, and the actions that were done

during those years I have particularly related. And
the general of the Babylonian king razed the city to

the ground, and removed all the people, and took cap-

tive the high priest Seraiah, and Zephaniah the priest

next to him in rank, and the rulers that guarded

the temple, who were three in number, and the eunuch
who was over the armed men, and seven friends of

Zedekiah, and his scribe, and sixty other rulers, all of

whom, together with the vessels which he had pillaged, he

carried to the king of Babylon to Eiblah, 1 a city iu Syria.

And the king commanded the heads of the high priest and
of the rulers to be cut off there ; but he himself took

Zedekiah and all the captives to Babylon. He also led

away bound the high priest Josedek, who was the son of

Seraiah the high priest, whom the king of Babylon had
slain in Eiblah, a city in Syria, as I have just related.

§ 6. And now, since I have enumerated the succession

of the kings, and who they were, and how long they

reigned, I think it necessary to set down the names of the

high priests, and who they were that succeeded one

another in the high priesthood under the kings. The first

high priest then of the temple which Solomon built, was
Zadok ; after him his son Achimas received that dignity

;

after Achimas came Azarias ; his son was Joram, and
Joram's son was Issus ; after him came Axioramus : his son

was Phideas, and Phideas' son was Sudeas, and Sudeas'

son was Juelus, and Juelus' son was Jotham, and Jotham's

1 See note 1, p. 224.
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sonwasUrias, and Urias' son wasNerias,andNerias' sonwas
Odeas, and his son was Sallumus, and Sallumus' son was
Elcias, and his son [was Azarias,

1 and his son] was Seraiah,
and his son was Josedek, who was carried captive to Baby-
lon. All these received the high priesthood by succession
in direct descent.

§ 7. When the king was come to Babylon, he kept
Zedekiah in prison until he died, and buried him magnifi-
cently, and dedicated the vessels he had pillaged from the
temple of Jerusalem to his own gods, and planted the
people in the country of Babylon, and freed the high priest

from his bonds.

CHAP. IX.

How Nebuzaradan set Gedaliah over the Jews that were left

in Judaea, who was shortly afterwards slain by Ishmael

:

and how Johanan, after Ishmael was driven away, went
down into Egypt with the People, ivhom Nebuchadnezzar,
when he made an Expedition against the Egyptians, took

captive, and led away to Babylon.

§i-

NOW Nebuzaradan, the general of the army, when he
had carried the people of the Jews into captivity, left

the poor and deserters in the country, and made Gedaliah,

the son of Ahikam, a person of noble family, their gover-

nor. He was of a gentle and righteous disposition, and
commanded them to till the ground, and pay a fixed

tribute to the king. He also took Jeremiah the prophet
out of prison, and urged him to go with him to Babylon,
for he had been enjoined by the king to supply him with
whatever he wanted : but if he did not like to do so, he
desired him to inform him where he resolved to dwell,

1 I have here inserted in brackets this high priest Azarias, though he
is omitted in all Josephus' copies, out of the Jewish chronicle, Sedar
Olam, of how little authority soever I generally esteem such late rab-

binical historians, because we know from Josephus himself, that the

number of the high priests belonging to this interval was eighteen,

Antiq. xx. 10, whereas his copies have here but seventeen.—W.
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that he might signify the same to the king : but the pro-

phet had no mind to follow him, nor to dwell anywhere

else, but was content to live among the ruins of his

country and its miserable remains. When the general

understood what his purpose was, he enjoined Gredaliah,

whom he left behind, to take all possible care of him, and
to supply him with whatever he wanted; and when he
had given him rich presents, he dismissed him. So Jere-

miah dwelt in a city of that country called Mizpah

;

x and
begged of Nebuzaradan, that he would set at liberty his

disciple Baruch, the son of Neriah, who was of a very

eminent family, and exceedingly skilful in the language of

his country.

§ 2. When Nebuzaradan had done all this, he set out for

Babylon : but as to those that had fled away during the

siege of Jerusalem, and had been scattered all over the

country, when they heard that the Babylonians were gone
away, and had left a remnant in the land about Jerusalem,

who were to cultivate it, they flocked together from all parts

to Gredaliah at Mizpah. Now the rulers that were over

them were Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah, and
Seraiah, and others besides them. Now there was of the

royal family one Ishraael, a wicked man and very crafty,

who, during the siege of Jerusalem, fled to Baalim, the

king of the Ammonites, and dwelt with him during that

time : and Gredaliah persuaded them, now they were there,,

to stay with him, and to have no fear of the Babylonians,

for if they would cultivate the country, they should suffer

no harm. This he assured them by oath : and said, that

they should have him for their patron, and if any dis-

turbance should arise, they should find him ready to defend

them. He also advised them to dwell in any city they

each pleased, and to send men with his own servants to re-

build the houses upon their old foundations, and dwell in

them, and admonished them beforehand to lay up a stock,

while they had time, of corn and wine and oil, that they

might have whereon to feed during the winter. When
he had spoken thus to them, he dismissed them, that

1 Probably the country north of Jerusalem, in the vicinity of Neby
Samwil.
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every one might dwell in what place in the country he
pleased.

§ 3. Now when it was spread abroad among the nations

that bordered on Judaea, that Gedaliah kindly entertained

the fugitives that went to him, the only condition being
that they should pay tribute to the king of Babylon, they
also came readily to Gedaliah, and inhabited the country.

And when Johanan and the rulers that were with him
observed the state of the country, and the goodness and
humanity of Gedaliah, they were exceedingly in love with
him, and told him that Baalim, the king of the Ammonites,
had sent Ishmael to kill him by treachery and secretly, that

he might have the dominion over the Israelites, as he was
of the royal family. And they said that he might deliver

himself from this treacherous design, if he would give

them leave to slay Ishmael, and nobody should know it.

For they told him they were afraid that, if he was killed

by Ishmael, the entire ruin of the remaining strength of

the Israelites would ensue. But he declared that he
could not believe what they said, when they told him of

such a treacherous design on the part of a man that had
been well treated by him ; for it was not probable that one

who, in such a want of all things, had failed of nothing

that was necessary from him, should be found so wicked

and ungrateful towards his benefactor (when it would be

great wickedness in him not to endeavour earnestly to

save him, if he were treacherously assaulted by others)

as to seek to kill him with his own hand. However,

if he ought to suppose this information true, it was
better for himself to be slain by him, than to destroy a

man who fled to him for refuge, and intrusted his own
safety to him, and committed himself to his disposal.

§ 4. So Johanan and the rulers that were with him, not

being able to persuade Gedaliah, went away : but after

thirty days had elapsed, Ishmael came again to Gedaliah,

to the city of Mizpah, and ten men with him ;
and when

Gedaliah had feasted Ishmael and those that were with

him with a splendid table, and had given them presents,

he became drunk, as he entertained them ; and when
Ishmael saw him in that case, and that he was immersed

in his cups to the degree of insensibility, and had fallen
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asleep, he jumped up on a sudden with his ten friends,

and slew Gedaliah and those that were reclining with him
at the feast. And when he had slain them, he went out
by night, and slew all the Jews that were in the city, and
those soldiers also who had been left therein by the Baby-
lonians. And the next day fourscore men came out of the

country with presents for Gedaliah, none of them knowing
what had befallen him ; and when Ishmael saw them, he
invited them in to G-edaliah, and when they were come in,

he shut up the court-yard and slew them, and cast their

dead bodies down a certain deep pit, that they might not

be seen. But Ishmael spared those of these fourscore

men that entreated him not to kill them till they had
delivered up to him what they had concealed in the fields,

as furniture and raiment and corn. He also took captive

the people that were in Mizpah, with their wives and
children ; among whom were the daughters of king Zede-
kiah, whom Nebuzaradan, the general of the army of

Babylon, had left with G-edaliah. And when he had done
all this, he went to the king of the Ammonites.

§ 5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him heard
of what had been done at Mizpah by Ishmael, and of the
death of G-edaliah, they were indignant at it, and every

one of them took his own armed men, and set out to fight

against Ishmael, and overtook him at the fountain in

Hebron. And when those that were carried away captive by
Ishmael saw Johanan and the rulers, they were very glad,

and looked upon them as coming to their assistance ; so

they left him that had carried them away captive, and went
over to Johanan. Then Ishmael, with eight men, fled to

the king of the Ammonites ; but Johanan took those whom
he had rescued out of the hands of Ishmael, the eunuchs
the women and the children, and went to a certain place

called Mandra, 1 and there they abode that day. For they
had determined to remove from thence and go into Egypt,
fearing that the Babylonians would slay them in case they
continued in the country, in their anger at the slaughter of

Gedaliah, who had been set over it by them as governor.

§ 6. Now while this was their intention, Johanan, the

1 A place apparently on the road to Egypt, not yet identified.
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son of Kareah, and the rulers that were with him, went
to Jeremiah the prophet, and desired that he would
pray to God, and, because they were at an utter loss as to

what they ought to do, that he would discover it to them,
and they swore that they would do whatever Jeremiah
should tell them. And when the prophet said he would
be their intercessor with God, it came to pass ten days
after that God appeared to him, and told him to inform
Johanan and the other rulers, and all the people, that he
would be with them, and take care of them, and keep them
from being hurt by the Babylonians of whom they were
afraid, while they continued in that country, but that he
would desert them if they went into Egypt, and, in his

wrath against them, would inflict the same punishments
upon them which they knew their brethren had already

suffered. But when the prophet informed Johanan and
the people that God had foretold these things, he was
not believed when he said that God commanded them to

continue in that country, for they imagined he said so to

gratify "Baruch his own disciple, and belied God, and
urged them to stay there that they might be destroyed

by the Babylonians. So both the people and Johanan
disobeyed the counsel of God, which he gave them by the

prophet, and removed into Egypt, and carried Jeremiah

and Baruch along with them.

§ 7. And when they were there, God signified to the

prophet, that the king of Babylon was about to make an

expedition against the Egyptians, and commanded him to

foretell to the people that Egypt would be taken, and that

the king of Babylon would slay some of them, and would

take others captive, and bring them to Babylon. And
all this came to pass. For in the fifth year after the

destruction of Jerusalem, which was the twenty-third year

of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, he made an expedition

against Ccele-Syria, and when he had possessed himself of

it, he made war against the Ammonites and Moabites

;

and when he had brought all those nations under sub-

jection, he attacked Egypt in order to overthrow it :
and

he slew the king that then reigned, and set up another

;

and those Jews that were captive there he led away to

Babylon. And such was the end of the nation of the
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Hebrews, who tradition tells us went twice beyond the

Euphrates. For the ten tribes were carried out of Samaria

by the Assyrians in the days of king Hoshea ; and after-

wards those of the two tribes that remained after Jerusalem

was taken were carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, the king

of Babylon and Chaldaea. Now as to Shalmanezer, when
he removed the Israelites out of their country, he placed

therein instead the nation of the Cuthseans, who hadformerly
belonged to the inner parts of Persia and Media, but were

now called Samaritans, as they took the name of the country

to which they were removed. But the king of Babylon,

who brought out the two tribes, placed no other nation in

their country, by which means all Judaea and Jerusalem
and the temple continued to be deserted for seventy years.

And the entire interval of time from the captivity of the

Israelites to the carrying away of the two tribes was a

hundred and thirty years, six months, and ten days.

CHAP. X.

Concerning Daniel, and what befell him at Babylon.

NOW Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took the most
noble children of the Jews, and the kinsmen of Zede-

kiah their king, such as were remarkable for the beauty of

their bodies, and the comeliness of their countenances, and
delivered them into the hands of tutors for their education,

castrating some of them (which course he took also with
those of other nations, whom he had taken in the flower of

their age), and supplied them their diet from his own table,

and had them instructed in the customs of the country, and
taught the learning of the Chaldaeans ; and they had now
exercised themselves sufficiently in the wisdom which he
had ordered they should apply themselves to. Now among
them were four of the family of Zedekiah, of most excel-

lent dispositions, one of whom was called Daniel, another
Ananias, another Misael, and the fourth Azarias : but the
king of Babylon changed their names, and commanded that
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they should have other names ; Daniel he called Baltasar

—Ananias, Shadrach— Misael, Meshach— and Azarias,

Abednego. These the king held in esteem and continued

to love, because of their very excellent natural dispositions,

and because of their application to learning, and the pro-

gress they made in wisdom.

§ 2 . NowDan ieland hiskinsmenhad resolved to use a plain

diet, and to abstain from those kinds of food which came
from the king's table, and entirely to forbear from eating

animal food, so he went to Aschanes, the eunuch to whom
the care of them was committed, and asked him to take

and use what was brought for them from the king, but to

give them pulse and dates for their food, and any thing

else that he pleased except animal food ; for their inclina-

tions were for that sort of diet, and they despised the other.

He replied, that he was ready to serve them in what they

desired, but he suspected that they would be discovered by

the king, from the thinness of their bodies and the altera-

tion of their countenances, for their bodies and colours

would be sure to change with their diet, especially as they

would be clearly discovered by the finer condition of the

other children who fared better, and so they would bring

him in danger, and occasion his being punished. However
they persuaded Aschanes in spite of his fears to give them
the food they desired for ten days by way of trial, and in

case the condition of their bodies was not altered, to go on

in the same way, as it would be certain then that they

would not be hurt thereby, but if he saw them look thin

and worse than the rest, to put them to their former

diet. Now when it appeared they were so far from be-

coming worse by the use of their food, that they grew

plumper and fuller in body than the rest, insomuch

that he thought those who fed on what came from the

king's table seemed in poorer condition, while those that

were with Daniel looked as if they lived in plenty and all

sorts of luxury, Aschanes thenceforward fearlessly took

himself what the king sent every day from his dinner

according to custom to the lads, but gave them the fore-

mentioned diet. And thus they had their souls more pure

and so fitter for learning, and their bodies in better tune

for hard labour (for they had neither their minds op-



234 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK X.

pressed and heavy with variety of meats, nor were their

bodies pampered on the same account) ; so they readily

picked up all the learning of the Hebrews and Chaldseans,

especially Daniel, who, being already sufficiently skilled

in wisdom, was very apt in the interpretation of dreams
;

and God manifested himself to him.

§ 3. Now, two years after the destruction of Egypt, king
Nebuchadnezzar saw a wonderful dream, the end of which
God showed him in his sleep, but when he got up off his

bed, he forgot it, so he sent for the Chaldseans and
magicians and seers, and told them that he had seen a
dream, but informed them that he had forgotten the
end of what he had seen, and enjoined them to tell him
both what the dream was and what its signification. But
they said that this was a thing impossible to be discovered

by men, but promised him, if he would relate to them the

dream he had seen, that they would tell him its significa-

tion. Thereupon he threatened to put them to death,

unless they told him his dream ; and he commanded to

have them all put to death, since they confessed they could
not do what they were commanded to do. Now when
Daniel heard that the king had commanded that all the
wise men should be put to death, and that among them
himself and his three kinsmen were in danger, he went to

Arioch, who was captain of the king's guards, and desired

to know of him the reason why the king had com-
manded that all the wise men and Chaldseans and magi-
cians should be slain. And when he learned that the king
had had a dream, and had forgotten it, and that when
they were enjoined to inform the king of it, they had said

they could not, and had thereby provoked him to anger

;

he begged Arioch to go in to the king and ask a respite for

the magicians for one night, and to put off their slaughter
so long, for he hoped within that time to obtain, by prayer
to God, the knowledge of the dream. And Arioch informed
the king of what Daniel desired : and the king bade them
delay the slaughter of the magicians till he knew the result

of Daniel's undertaking. And the young man retired to

his own house with his kinsmen, and besought God all that
night to save and deliver the magicians and Chaldseans,
with whom they were themselves also to perish, from the
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king's anger, by enabling him to declare the vision, and to
make manifest what the king had seen the night before in

his sleep, but had forgotten. And G-od, out of pity to

those that were in danger, and in regard to the wisdom of

Daniel, made known to him the dream and its interpreta-

tion, that so the king might learn from him its signifi-

cation also. When Daniel had obtained this knowledge
from G-od, he arose very joyful, and told it his brethren,

and made them glad and hopeful that now they should
preserve their lives, of which they despaired before, and
had their minds full of nothing but the thoughts of dying.

So after he had with them returned thanks to G-od who
had commiserated their youth, when it was day he went to

Arioch, and asked him to bring him to the king, for he
wished to tell him the dream which he had seen the night

before.

§ 4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he first de-

precated the idea that he pretended to be wiser than the

other Chaldseans and magicians, as, upon their entire

inability to discover his dream, he was undertaking to

inform him of it, for it was not by his own skill, or on
account of his having better cultivated his understanding
than the rest, but he said, " God had pity upon us, as we
were in danger of death, and when I prayed for the life of

myself and of those of my own nation, he made manifest

to me both the dream and the interpretation thereof.

And indeed I was not less concerned for thy glory than

for the sorrow that we were by thee condemned to die,

since thou didst so unjustly command men both good and
excellent to be put to death, enjoining them to do what
was entirely above the reach of human wisdom, and re-

quiring of them what was the work only of Grod. Now
as thou in thy sleep wast solicitous concerning those that

should succeed thee in the government of the whole world,

God wished to show thee all those that should reign after

thee, and to that end exhibited to thee the following

dream. Thou seemedst to see a great image standing

before thee, the head of which was of gold, the shoulders

and arms of silver, and the belly and thighs of brass, but

the legs and feet of iron ; after which thou sawest a stone

broken off from a mountain, which fell upon the image,
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and threw it down, and broke it to pieces, and did not

permit any part of it to remain whole ; but the gold, the

silver, the iron, and the brass, became finer than meal,

and, upon the blast of a violent wind, was by force carried

away and scattered abroad, but the stone did increase to

such a degree, that the whole earth beneath it seemed to

be filled therewith. This is the dream which thou sawest,

and its interpretation is as follows. The head of gold

denotes thee and those that have been kings of Babylon
before thee ; and the two hands and arms signify this,

that thy empire shall be destroyed by two kings ; but
another king that shall come from the west, armed with
brass, shall destroy their empire ; and another power that

shall be like unto iron shall put an end to the power of

the former, and shall have dominion over all the earth, on
account of the nature of iron, which is stronger than that

of gold and silver and brass." Daniel did also declare the

meaning of the stone to the king, 1 but I do not think

proper to relate that, since I have only undertaken to

describe things past or present, not things that are future :

yet if anyone be so very desirous of knowing the truth, as

not to waive such points of curiosity, and cannot curb his

inclination for learning the uncertainties of futurity, let

him carefully read the book of Daniel, which he will find

among the sacred writings.

§ 5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this and recognized

his dream, he was astonished at the nature of Daniel, and
fell upon his face and saluted Daniel in the manner that

men worship God, and gave command that he should be
sacrificed to as a god. And this was not all, for he
also imposed the name of his own god upon him, and
made him and his kinsmen rulers of his whole king-

dom ; which kinsmen of his happened to fall into great

1 Of this most remarkable passage in Josephus, concerning the ' stone

cut out of the mountain, and destroying the image/ which he would not

explain, but intimated to be a prophecy of futurity, and probably not
safe for him to explain, as belonging to the destruction of the Koman
empire by Jesus Christ, the true Messiah of the Jews, take the words of

Havercamp, chap. x. § 4, " Nor is this to be wondered at, that he would
not now meddle with things future, for he had no mind to provoke the

Komans, by speaking of the destruction of that city, which they called

the * eternal city.'"—W.
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danger through the envy and malice of [their enemies ;] for

they offended the king for the following reason. The king
made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits, and
its breadth six cubits, and set it up in the great plain of

Babylon ; and when he was going to dedicate it, he invited

the principal men out of all his dominions, and commanded
them in the first place, that when they should hear the

sound of the trumpet, they should then fall down and
worship the image ; and he threatened that those who did

not do so should be cast into a fiery furnace. When
therefore all the rest, upon the hearing of the sound of

the trumpet, worshipped the image, they say that Daniel's

kinsmen did not do this, because they would not transgress

the laws of their country. So they were immediately

convicted and cast into the fire, but were saved by divine

providence, and escaped death in a surprising manner, for

the fire did not touch them : and I suppose that it touched
them not, as if it reasoned with itself, that they were cast

into it without any fault of theirs, and therefore it was too

weak to burn the young men when they were in it, Grod

making their bodies proof against the fire, so that it could

not consume them. This recommended them to the king as

righteous men, and men beloved of Grod, on which account

they continued in all honour with him.

§6. A little after this the king saw again in his sleep

another vision, that he should fall from his dominion, and
feed among the wild beasts, and when he had lived in this

manner in the desert for seven years, should recover his

dominion again. When he had seen this dream, he called

the magicians together again, and inquired of them about

it, and desired them to tell him what it signified ; but

none of them could find out the meaning of the dream,

nor discover it to the king, and Daniel was the only person

that explained it, and as he foretold, so it came to pass.

For after Nebuchadnezzar had continued in the desert

the forementioned time, as no one durst attempt to seize

his kingdom during those seven years, he prayed to God
that he might recover his kingdom, and did return to it.

Let no one blame me for writing down everything of this

nature, as I find it in our ancient books ; for I plainly

assured those that should think me defective in any point,
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or complain of anything, and told them in the beginning

of this history, that I intended to do no more than translate

the Hebrew books into the Greek language, and promised
to set them forth, without adding anything of my own, or

taking anything away.

CHAP. XI.

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar and his Successors : and how
their Empire was destroyed by the Persians ; and what

befell Daniel in Media, and what Prophecies he delivered

there.

i'1 -

NOW when Nebuchadnezzar had reigned forty-three

years, he ended his life. He was an active man, and
more fortunate than the kings that were before him. Now
Berosus makes mention of his actions in the third book of

his Chaldaic history, where he says thus :
" When his

father Nabopalassar heard that the satrap whom he had
set over Egypt and the region about Ccele-Syria and
Phoenicia, had revolted from him, as he was not himself

able any longer to undergo the hardships [of war,] he com-
mitted some parts of his army to his son Nebuchadnezzar,
who was still but a youth, and sent him against him.

And when Nebuchadnezzar had given battle, and fought
with the rebel, he beat him, and reduced the country from
under his subjection, and made it part of his own kingdom.
And it happened about this time that his father Nabo-
palassar fell ill, and ended his life in the city of Babylon,
when he had reigned twenty-one years ; and when Nebu-
chadnezzar heard, as he did in a little time, that his father

was dead, he settled the affairs of Egypt and the rest of

the country, as also those that concerned the captive Jews
and Phoenicians and Syrians and those of the Egyptian
nations, and having committed to certain of his friends

the conveyance of them to Babylon, together with the bulk
of his army and the baggage, he went himself hastily

with a very few others over the desert, and reached
Babylon. He then took upon him the management of
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public affairs, and of the kingdom which had been kept for

him by one who was the best of the Chaldaeans, and be-

came master of the entire dominions of his father, and
ordered that, when the captives came, they should be as-

signed colonies in the most convenient parts of Babylonia :

and adorned the temple of Belus, and the rest of the
temples, in a magnificent manner at his own expense with
the spoils he had taken in war. He also added another
city to that which was there of old, and built it so that

such as might besiege it hereafter could no more turn the
course of the river, and so attack the city itself: he
therefore built three walls round the inside of the city,

and three others round the outside, and this he did
partly with burnt brick and bitumen, partly with brick

alone. And after he had worthily fortified the city and
adorned its gates gloriously, he built another palace before

his father's palace, but close to it ; to describe whose vast

height and splendour it would perhaps be too much for

me to attempt, yet large and lofty as it was, it was com-
pleted in fifteen days. 1 He also erected in the palace

elevated places for walking in stone, and made them re-

semble mountains, and built them so that they might be
planted with all sorts of trees. He also erected what was
called a hanging park, because his wife was desirous to

have things like her own country, she having been bred up
in the region of Media." Megasthenes also makes mention
of these things in the fourth book of his account of India,

where he endeavours to show that this king exceeded

Hercules in bravery and in the greatness of his actions,

for he says he conquered Iberia and most of Libya. Diodes
also mentions this king in the second book of his account

of Persia, and Philostratus, in his histories of India and

1 These fifteen days for finishing such vast buildings at Babylon, in

Josephus's copy of Berosus, would seem too absurd to be supposed to be

the ti'ue number, were it not for the same testimony extant also in the

first book against Apion, § 19, with the same number. It thence indeed

appears that Josephus's copy of Berosus had this small number, but

that it is the true number I still doubt. Josephus assures us that the

walls of so much smaller a city as Jerusalem were two years and four

months in building by Nehemiah, who yet hastened the work all he

could, Antiq. xi. 5, § 8. I should think 115 days, or a year and 15 days,

much more proportionable to so great a work.

—

W.
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of Phoenicia, says that this king besieged Tyre thirteen

years, at the same time that Ithobalus reigned at Tyre.

These are all the accounts that I have met with concerning

this king.

§ 2. Now, after the death of Neubuchadnezzar, his son
Evil-Merodach succeeded him in the kingdom, who im-
mediately set Jeconiah at liberty, and esteemed him
as one of his most intimate friends : he also gave him many
presents, and honoured him above the rest of the kings
that were in Babylon ; for his father had not kept faith

with Jeconiah, when he voluntarily delivered up himself
with his wives and children and whole kindred for the
sake of his country, that it might not be taken by siege

and utterly destroyed, as I have already described. And
when Evil-Merodach died after a reign of eighteen years,

Niglisar his son succeeded to the throne, and retained it

forty years, and then ended his life. And after him the
succession to the kingdom came to his son Labosordachus,
who continued in it only nine months ; and when he died it

came to Baltasar,
1 who by the Babylonians was called

Naboandelus. Against him did Cyrus, the king of Persia,

and Darius, the king of Media, make war ; and when he was
besieged in Babylon, there happened a wonderful and por-

tentous sight. He was reclining at supper in a large room
made for royal entertainments, and he had with him his

concubines and friends. And he thought good and com-
1 It is here remarkable, that Josephus, without the knowledge of

Ptolemy's canon, should call the king whom he himself here styles-

' Baltasar ' (or ' Belshazsar,' from the Babylonian god Bel), i Naboandelus'
also; and in the first book against Apion, § 20, from the same citation

out of Berosus, ' Nabonnedus,' from the Babylonian god Nabo or Neho.
This last is not remote from the original pronunciation itself in

Ptolemy's canon, ' Nabonadius,' for both the place of this king in that

canon, as the last of the Assyrian or Babylonian kings, and the

number of years of his reign, seventeen, demonstrate that it is the
same king that is meant by them all. It is also worth noting, that

Josephus knew that Darius, the partner of Cyrus, was the son of As-
tyages, and was called by another name among the Greeks, though it

does not appear he knew what that name was, never having seen the

best history of this period, which is Xenophon's : but then what Jose-
phus's copies say presently, § 4, that it was only within ' no long time T

after the hand-writing on the wall that Baltasar was slain, does npt sa
agree with our copies of Daniel, which say it was ' the same night/
Dan. v. 30.—W.
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manded that those vessels of God which Nebuchadnezzar
had plundered Jerusalem of, and had not made use of, but
had put them in his own temple, should be brought.
He also was so audacious as to proceed to use them in

his cups, drinking out of them and blaspheming against
God, when he saw a hand come out of the wall, and write

upon the wall certain syllables. Being troubled at this

sight he called all the magicians and Chaldseans to-

gether, and all sorts of men among the Babylonians able

to interpret signs and dreams, to explain the writing
to him. But when the magicians said they could not dis-

cover nor understand it, the king was in great disorder

of mind and great trouble at this surprising thing ; so he
caused it to be proclaimed throughout all the country, and
promised that to him who could explain the writing, and
give the signification couched therein, he would give a
golden chain for his neck, and allow him to wear a purple
garment, as did the kings of Chaldsea, and would bestow on
him the third part of his dominions. When this pro-

clamation was made, the magicians ran together more ear-

nestly, and were very ambitious to find out the meaning of

the writing, but still doubted about it as much as before.

Now when the king's grandmother saw him cast down at

this, she began to encourage him, and to say that there was a

certain captive who came from Judaea, a Jew by birth,

but brought away by Nebuchadnezzar when he destroyed

Jerusalem, whose name was Daniel, a wise man, and of

great sagacity in finding out what was impossible for others

to discover, and what was known to God alone; who
brought to light and answered such questions of Nebu-
chadnezzar, as no one else was able to answer, when they

were consulted. She therefore begged that he would send

for him, and inquire of him concerning the writing, and so

condemn the unskilfulness of those that could not find its

meaning, even though what God signified thereby should

be of a melancholy nature.

§ 3. When Baltasar heard this, he called for Daniel;

and when he had told him what he had heard concerning

him and his wisdom, and how a divine spirit was with him,

and how he alone was very capable of finding out what

others could never understand, he desired him to point out
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to him what this writing meant : for if he did so, he would
give him leave to wear purple, and would put a chain of gold

about his neck, and would bestow on him the third part of

his dominions, as an honour and reward for his wisdom,
that thereby he might become most illustrious to those

who saw him, and inquired why he had obtained such
honours. But Daniel desired that he would keep his gifts

to himself (for what was wise and divine admitted of no
gifts, and bestowed its advantages on petitioners freely),

but still he explained the writing to him, which denoted
that he should soon die, and that because he had not learnt

to honour God, and not to attempt things too high for

human nature, by the punishment his progenitor had under-
gone for the outrages he had offered to God ; for he had
quite forgotten how Nebuchadnezzar was removed to feed

among wild beasts for his impieties, and did not recover

his former life among men and his kingdom, but upon
God's mercy to him, after many supplications and prayers

;

who did thereupon praise God all the days of his life, as

one of almighty power who takes care of mankind. But
he had forgotten all this, and had greatly blasphemed
against God, and had made use of his vessels with his con-

cubines. And God had seen this, and was angry with him,
and declared beforehand by this writing what a sad con-

clusion of life he should come to. And he explained the

writing as follows. " Mane. This, if it be expounded in the
Greek language, will signify a Number, because God has
numbered so long a time for thy life and kingdom, and
there remains but a small time for you. Thekel. This
signifies a Weight, and means that God has weighed the
time of thy kingdom in a balance, and finds it going
down already. Phares. This in the Greek tongue denotes
a Fragment. God will therefore break thy kingdom into

fragments, and divide it among the Medes and Persians."

§ 4. When Daniel had told the king that the writing
upon the wall signified this, Baltasar was in great sorrow
and affliction, as was to be expected, since the interpreta-

tion was so heavy against him. However, he did not refuse
what he had promised Daniel, though he was a prophet of

evils to him, but bestowed them all upon him, reasoning
that the threatened overthrow of his kingdom came from
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fate and necessity and not from the prophet, and that it

was the part of a good and just man to give what he had
promised, although the events were of a melancholy na-
ture. Accordingly, the king determined so to do : and no
long time after both himself and the city were taken by
Cyrus, the king of Persia, who led an army against him :

for it was Baltasar under whom Babylon was taken, when
he had reigned seventeen years. And this was the end of
the posterity of king Nebuchadnezzar, as history informs
us. And Darius was sixty-two years old when Babylon was
taken by him, and when he with his kinsman Cyrus over-
threw the empire of the Babylonians. He was the son
of Astyages, and had another name among the Greeks.
And he took Daniel the prophet, and carried him with him
into Media, and honoured him very greatly, and kept him
with him ; for he was one of the three satraps whom he
set over his three hundred and sixty satrapies, for so many
did Darius make.

§ 5. Now Daniel being held in such great honour and
wonderful favour with Darius, and being alone intrusted

with everything by him, as having somewhat divine in him,
was envied by the rest ; for those that see others in greater

honour than themselves with kings envy them. And
when those that were grieved at the great favour Daniel
was in with Darius, sought for an occasion to calumniate
and accuse him, he afforded them no opportunity at all,

for as he was above all temptations of money and despised

bribes, and esteemed it a very base thing to take anything
by way of reward even when it might be justly given him,

he afforded those that envied him not the least handle for

accusations. So as they could find nothing that was shame-
ful or reproachful, for which they might calumniate him to

the king, and thereby deprive him of the honour he was in

with him, they sought for some other method, whereby
they might get him out of the way. As therefore they ob-

served that Daniel prayed to God three times a day, they

thought they had got a pretext by which they might ruin

him. So they went to Darius, and told him, that the

satraps and governors had thought proper to allow the

multitude a relaxation for thirty days, during which time

no one was to offer a petition or prayer either to him or to
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the gods, and whoever transgressed this decree was to be
cast into the den of lions, and there perish.

§ 6. Thereupon the king, not being acquainted with

their wicked design, nor suspecting that it was a contrivance

of theirs against Daniel, said he was pleased with this

decree of theirs, and promised to ratify what they desired

;

he also published an edict to promulgate to the people the

decree which the satraps had made. And all the rest took

care not to transgress those injunctions, and rested quiet, but
Daniel had no regard to them, but, as he was wont, per-

sistently prayed to God in the sight of them all. Then the

satraps, having met with the occasion they so earnestly

sought to find against Daniel, went at once to the king,

and accused Daniel as the only person that had trans-

gressed the decree, for nobody else dared to pray to the

gods. This discovery they made, not because of their piety,

but because they had watched him and observed him out

of envy ; for supposing that Darius, having greater kind-

ness to him than they wished, would be ready to grant
him a pardon for this contempt of his injunctions, and
envying this very pardon to Daniel, they did not become
any milder, but desired he might be cast into the den
of lions according to the law. Then Darius, hoping
that God would deliver him, and that he would undergo
nothing that was terrible from the wild beasts, bade him
bear what should happen cheerfully. And when Daniel
was cast into the den, he put his seal to the stone that lay

upon the mouth of the den instead of a door, and went his

way ; but he passed all the night without food and with-

out sleep, being in great distress for Daniel. And when it

was day, he got up and came to the den, and found the

seal unbroken, which he had left the stone sealed with ; so

he opened the seal, and cried out, and called to Daniel, and
asked him, If he were safe ? And as soon as he heard the
king's voice, and said that he had suffered no harm,
the king ordered that he should be drawn up out of the
den. Now when his enemies saw that Daniel had suffered

nothing that was terrible, they would not own that he was
preserved by God and his providence ; but they said that

the lions had had their fill of food, and so it was, they
supposed, that the lions would not touch Daniel, nor come
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near him
; and this they said to the king. But he, hating

them for their wickedness, gave order, that they should
throw in a great deal of flesh to the lions ; and when they
had filled themselves, he gave further order that Daniel's
enemies should be cast into the den, that he might learn
whether the lions, now they were full, would touch them
or not. And it appeared plain to Darius, after the satraps

had been cast to the wild beasts, that it was God who pre-

served Daniel, for the lions spared none of them, but tore

them all to pieces, as if they had been very hungry and
wanted food. I suppose, therefore, it was not their hunger,
which had been a little before satisfied with abundance of

flesh, but the wickedness of these men, that whetted their

appetite ; for if it so pleased God, that wickedness might
be esteemed even by those irrational creatures a plain

ground for their punishment.

§ 7. When therefore those that had plotted against

Daniel were themselves destroyed, king Darius sent [letters]

over all the country, and praised that God whom Daniel
worshipped, and said, that he was the only true God and
almighty. He also held Daniel in very great esteem, and
made him the first of his friends. Now when Daniel
was become so illustrious and famous, because of the

opinion men had that he was beloved of God, he built a

tower at Ecbatana l
in Media : it was a most elegant build-

ing and wonderfully made, and still remains and is pre-

served to this day ; and to such as see it, it appears to

have been lately built, and to be no older than the very

day when anyone looks upon it, it is so fresh, flourishing,

and beautiful, and no way grown old in so long time. And
yet buildings suffer the same as men do, they grow old

as well, and by numbers of years their strength is dis-

solved, and their beauty withered. Now they bury the

kings of Media, Persia, and Parthia, in this tower to

this day ; and he who was intrusted with the care of it

was a Jewish priest ; which custom is also observed to this

day. But it is right to give an account of what this

Daniel did, which is most wonderful to hear, for all things

went wonderfully well with him, as one of the greatest

1 Probably Takht-i- Suleiman, in Persia.
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of the prophets, insomuch, that while he was alive he had
the esteem and good opinion both of the kings and of the

multitude, and now he is dead, he has a remembrance that

will never die. For the several books that he wrote and
left behind him are still read by us to this day, and from
them we believe that Daniel conversed with God. For he
did not only prophesy of future events, as did the other

prophets, but he also fixed the time of their accom-
plishment : and while other prophets used to foretell mis-

fortunes, and so were disagreeable both to the kings and
to the multitude, Daniel was to them a prophet of good
things, so that by the agreeable nature of his predic-

tions he procured the goodwill of all men, and by the
accomplishment of them he procured the belief of their

truth, and the opinion of divine power in himself, among
the multitude. He also wrote and left behind him what
made manifest the accuracy and undeniable veracity of

his predictions. For he says that when he was in Susa, 1

the metropolis of Persia, and went out into the plain with
his companions, there was on a sudden an earthquake and
commotion of the earth, and that he was left alone by
himself, his friends fleeing away from him ; and that he
was disturbed and fell on his. face and on his two hands,

and that a certain person touched him, and at the same
time bade him rise and see what would befall his country-

men after many generations. He also related that when
he stood up he was shown a great ram, with many horns
growing out of its head, and that the last was higher than
the rest ; and after this he looked to the west, and saw a
he-goat borne through the air from that quarter, which
rushed upon the ram with great violence, and smote it

twice with its horns, and overthrew it to the ground, and
trampled upon it. Afterwards he saw a very great horn
growing out of the head of the he-goat, and when it was
broken off, four horns grew up that were turned to each of

the four winds. And he wrote that out of them arose an-

other lesser horn, which he said waxed great ; and God
showed to him that it would fight against his nation, and
take their city by force, and bring the temple-worship to

1 Now Siis.
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confusion, and forbid the sacrifices to be offered for one
thousand two hundred and ninety-six days. Daniel wrote
that he saw these visions in the plain of Susa ; and
informs us, that God interpreted the appearance of this

vision in the following manner. He said that the ram
signified the kingdoms of the Medes and Persians, and
the horns those kings that were to reign in them ; and
that the last horn signified the last king, and that he
should exceed all the kings in riches and glory ; that the
goat signified that one should come and reign from the
Greeks, who should twice fight with the Persian, and over-

come him in battle, and should receive his entire dominion

;

that by the great horn which sprang out of the forehead
of the he-goat was meant the first king; and that the
springing up of four horns upon its falling off, and the

turning of every one of them to the four quarters of the

earth, signified the successors that should arise after the

death of the first king, and the partition of the kingdom
among them, and that they should be neither his children,

nor of his kindred, that should reign over the habitable

earth for many years ; and that from among them there

should arise a certain king that should overcome the

Jewish nation and their laws, and should take away their

polity, and should spoil the temple, and forbid the sacrifices

being offered for three years' time. And so indeed it came
to pass, that our nation suffered these things under
Antiochus Epiphanes, according to Daniel's vision, and to

what he wrote many years before it came to pass. In the

same manner Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman
government, and that our country should be made desolate

by them. All these things did he leave in writing, as

God had showed them to him, so that such as read

his prophecies, and see how they have, been fulfilled,

wonder at the honour wherewith God honoured Daniel

;

and may thence discover how the Epicureans are in error,

who cast providence out of human life, and do not believe

that God takes care of the affairs of the world, nor that the

universe is governed and continued in being by that

blessed and immortal nature, but say that the world is

carried along of its own accord without a ruler and guar-

dian ; for were it destitute of a guide to conduct it, as
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they imagine, it would be like ships without pilots, which

we see submerged by the winds, or like chariots without

drivers which are overturned, and would be dashed to

pieces by chance motion, and so perish and come to

nought. So that, by the fore-mentioned predictions of

Daniel, those men seem to me very much to err from the

truth, who declare that God exercises no providence over

human affairs ; for if it were the case that the world went
on by chance, we should not see all things come to pass

according to his prophecy. Now as to myself, I have

described these matters as I have found them and read

them ; but if any one is inclined to another opinion about

them, let him enjoy his different sentiments without any
blame from me.

BOOK XI.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-

THREE YEARS AND FIVE MONTHS.—FROM THE FIRST

YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CYRUS TO THE DEATH OF
ALEXANDER THE GREAT.

CHAP. I.

How Cyrus, King of the Persians, let the Jews go out of
Babylon, and suffered them to return to their own Country

,

and to build their Temple, for which Work he gave them
Money.

IN the first year of the reign of Cyrus, which was the

seventieth from the day that our people were removed
ont of their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the
captivity and calamity of those poor people, as he had fore-

told to them by Jeremiah the prophet, before the destruc-

tion of the city ; that after they had served Nebuchad-
nezzar and his posterity, and had undergone that servitude

seventy years, he would restore them again to the land of

their fathers, and they should build their temple, and
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enjoy their ancient prosperity. And these things G-od did
afford them. For he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and
made him write throughout all Asia, " Thus saith Cyrus
the king. Since God Almighty has appointed me to be
king of the habitable earth, I believe that he is the God
whom the nation of the Israelites worship. For indeed he
foretold my name by the prophets, and that I should build
him an house at Jerusalem in the country of Judaea."

§ 2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book
of his prophecies which Isaiah left behind him two hundred
and twenty years before. For that prophet had said, that
God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision :

" My will

is that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be king over
many and great nations, shall send back my people to their

own land, and build my temple." This was foretold by
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was
demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read this, and ad-

mired the divine power, an earnest desire and ambition
seized upon him to fulfil what was written ; so he called

the most eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and told

them that he gave them leave to go back to their own
country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem and the temple
of God, for he would be their friend, and would write to

the governors and satraps that were in the neighbourhood
of their country of Judaea, to contribute to them gold and
silver for the building of the temple, and besides that

beasts for their sacrifices.

§ 3. When Cyrus had announced this to the Israelites,

the rulers of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with
the Levites and priests, set out for Jerusalem. But many
stayed at Babylon, not being willing to leave their posses-

sions. And when they were got to Jerusalem, all the king's

friends assisted them, and brought in, for the building of

the temple, some gold and some silver, and some a great

many cattle and horses. So they performed their vows to

God, and offered the sacrifices that had been usual in old

times, as though their city had been rebuilt, and the ancient

practices relating to their worship had been revived. Cyrus
also sent back to them the vessels of God which king

Nebuchadnezzar had robbed the temple of, and had carried

to Babylon. And he committed them to Mithridates, his



250 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK XI.

treasurer, to take away, with an order to give them to

Abassar, that he might keep them till the temple was
built, and when it was finished deliver them to the priests

and rulers of the multitude, in order to their being restored

to the temple. Cyrus also sent a letter to the satraps

that were in Syria, the contents whereof are as follows.

" King Cyrus to Sisines and Sarabazanes,
greeting.

I have given leave, to as many of the Jews that dwell

in my country as please, to return to their own country,

and to rebuild their city, and to build the temple of God at

Jerusalem, on the same site where it was before. I have
also sent my treasurer Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the

governor of the Jews, that they may lay the foundations of

the temple, and may build it sixty cubits high, and of the

same breadth, making three layers
1
of polished stone, and

one of the wood of the country ; and similarly with the
altar whereon they offer sacrifices to G-od. I wish also

the expense of these things to come out of my revenues.

I have also sent the vessels which king Nebuchadnezzar
robbed the temple of, and have given them to Mithridates

the treasurer, and to Zorobabel the governor of the Jews,
that they may carry them to Jerusalem, and restore them
to the temple of G-od. Now their number is as follows

:

fifty ewers of gold, and five hundred of silver ; forty drink-

ing cups of gold, and five hundred of silver ; fifty basons
of gold, and five hundred of silver ; thirty vessels of gold
for pouring the drink-offerings, and three hundred of silver

;

thirty vials of gold, and two thousand four hundred of

silver ; with a thousand other large vessels. I permit them
to have the same honour which their forefathers were used
to have, for their cattle and wine and oil two hundred and
five thousand and five hundred drachmae, and. for wheat
flour twenty thousand and five hundred artabae. And
I order that these expenses be furnished out of the

tribute from Samaria. The priests shall also offer their

1 The word is similarly used in Herodotus, i. 179 ; ii. 127. Compare
also Chapter IV. in our author.
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sacrifices in Jerusalem according to the laws of Moses, and
when they offer them, they shall pray to God for the pre-

servation of the king and his family, that the kingdom of

Persia may continue. And my will is, that those who dis-

obey these injunctions, and make them void, shall be hung
upon a cross, and their substance brought into the king's

treasury." Such was the import of this letter. Now the

number of those that returned from captivity to Jerusalem,

were forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-two.

CHAP. II.

How, upon the Death of Cyrus, the Jews were hindered in the

building of the Temple by the Cuthceans, and the neigh-

bouring Governors; and how Cambyses entirely forbade

the Jews to build the Temple.

§1.

WHEN the Jews were laying the foundations of the

temple, and were very zealous about building it, the

neighbouring nations, especially the Cuthaeans, whom Shal-

manezer, king of Assyria, had brought out of Persia and
Media, and had planted in Samaria, when he carried the

people of Israel into captivity, besought the satraps, and
those that had the care of such affairs, that they would in-

terrupt the Jews, both in the rebuilding of their city, and
in the building of their temple. Now as these men were

bribed by them, they sold the Cuthaeans authority to make
this building a slow and careless work, for Cyrus, who
was busy in various wars, knew nothing of all this ; and it

so happened, that when he led his army against the

Massagetae, he ended his life there.
1 But when Cambyses,

1 Josephus here follows Herodotus, and those that related how Cyrus

made war with the Scythians and Massagetse, near the Caspian Sea,

and perished in it ; while Xenophon's account, which appears never to

have been seen by Josephus, that Cyrus died in peace, in his own
country of Persia, is attested to by the writers of the affairs of Alexander

the Great, when they agree that he found Cyrus' sepulchre at Pasar-

gadse, near Persepolis. This account of Xenophon's is also confirmed

by the fact that Cambyses, upon his succession to Cyrus, instead
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the son of Cyrus, had taken over the kingdom, some of

those in Syria, and Phoenicia, and the countries of Ammon
and Moab, and in Samaria, wrote a letter to Cambyses,
whose contents were as follows. " To our lord Cambyses,
we thy servants, E-athymus the historiographer, and
Semellius the scribe, and the rest that are thy judges in

Syria and Phoenicia, send greeting. It is fit, O king, that

thou shouldest know that those Jews who were carried

captive to Babylon, are come into our country, and are

building that rebellious and wicked city and its market-
places, and are setting up walls, and raising up the temple.

Enow therefore, that when these things are finished, they
will not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they submit to

thy commands, but will resist kings, and will choose rather

to rule over others than to be ruled over themselves. We
therefore thought it proper to write to thee, king, as the

works about the temple are going on so fast, and not to

overlook this matter, that thou mayest search into the

books of thy fathers, for thou wilt find in them that the
Jews have been rebels and enemies to kings, as has their

city been also, which for that reason had been till now laid

waste. We thought proper also to inform thee, because
thou mayest otherwise perhaps be ignorant of it, that if

this city be once inhabited, and be entirely girt with
walls, thy way will be barred to Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia."

§ 2. When Cambyses had read this letter, being natu-
rally wicked, he was irritated at what they told him, and
wrote back to them as follows. " Cambyses the king to

Eathymus the historiographer, to Belsemus, to Semellius

the scribe, and to the rest that are joined with them and
dwelling in Samaria and Phoenicia, after this manner. I

have read the letter that was sent by you ; and I gave
order that the books of my forefathers should be searched

into, and it was there found that this city has always been

of a war to avenge his father's death upon the Scythians- and Massa-
gette, and to prevent those nations from overrunning his northern
provinces, which would have been the natural consequence of his father's

ill success and death there, went immediately to an Egyptian war, long
ago begun by Cyrus, according to Xenophon, page 644, and conquered
that kingdom; nor is there, that I ever heard of, the least mention in

the reign of this Cambyses of any war against the Scythians and Mas-
sageta? that he was ever engaged in all his life.—W.
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an enemy to kings, and that its inhabitants have raised

seditions and wars. We are also aware that their kings
have been powerful and tyrannical, and have exacted
tribute of Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia. Therefore I give

order that the Jews shall not be permitted to build this

city, lest such mischief as they used to bring upon kings

be greatly augmented." When this letter was read,

Eathymus, and Semellius the scribe, and their associates,

mounted on horseback at once, and made haste to Jeru-

salem. They also took a great company with them, and
prevented the Jews building the city, and the temple. So
these works were hindered from going on nine years more,
till the second year of the reign of Darius, for Cambyses
reigned six years, and in that time overthrew Egypt, and
on his return died at Damascus.

CHAP. III.

How, after the Death of Cambyses, and the Slaughter of the

Magi, and in the Heign of Darius, Zorobabel ivas superior

to the rest in the Solution of Problems, and thereby ob-

tained this Favour of the King, that the Temple should be

Built.

§1.

AFTER the slaughter of the Magi, who, upon the death

of Cambyses, ruled over the Persians for a year,

those who were called the seven houses of the Persians,

appointed Darius, the son of Hystaspes, to be their king.

Now he, while he was a private man, had made a vow to

God, that if he came to be king, he would send back all the

vessels of God that were in Babylon to the temple at

Jerusalem. Now it so fell out, that about this time Zoro-

babel, who had been made governor of the Jews that were

in captivity, came to Darius from Jerusalem : for there

had been an old friendship between him and the king.

He was also thought worthy to be with two others guard

of the king's body ; and obtained that honour which he

hoped for.

§ 2. Now in the first year of his reign Darius feasted
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those that were about him, and those born in his house,

and the rulers of the Medes, the satraps of the Persians,

the toparchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals of

his hundred and twenty-seven satrapies. And when they

had eaten and drunk abundantly, even to satiety, they

every one departed to their own nouses to go to bed, and
Darius the king also went to bed ; but after he had rested

a little part of the night, he awoke, and not being able to

sleep any more, he fell into conversation with his three

body-guards, and promised, that to him who, on points

that he should inquire about, should make the truest

and wisest answer, he would grant, as a reward of his

victory, to put on purple, and to drink in cups of gold, and
to sleep upon gold, and to have a chariot with bridles of gold,

and a tiara of fine linen, and a chain of gold about his

neck, and to sit next to himself on account of his wisdom
;

and he added, " he shall be called my kinsman." Now when
he had promised to give them these gifts, he asked the

first of them, Whether wine was not the strongest ? The
second, Whether kings were not such? And the third,

Whether women were not such ? Or, Whether truth was
not the strongest of all ? When he had proposed to them
these problems, he went to rest ; and in the morning he

sent for his great men, and satraps, and toparchs of Persia

and Media, and sat down in the place where he used to

give audience, and bade each of his body-guards declare in

the hearing of them all what they thought of the proposed

questions.

§ 3. Then the first of them began to speak of the

power of wine, setting it forth thus. " When (said he) I

think about the strength of wine, I find, Sirs, that

it exceeds everything by the following indications. It

trips up and deceives the mind of those that drink it,

and reduces that of the king to the same state as that of

the orphan and one who needs a tutor, and erects that of

the slave to the boldness of the freeman, and that of the

needy becomes like that of the rich man. For it changes

and renews the souls of men when it gets into them, and
it quenches the sorrow of those that are in calamities, and
makes men forget their debts and think themselves of all

men the richest, so that they talk of no small things, but of
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talents, and such sums of money as become wealthy men
only. Nay more, it makes them insensible of their com-
manders and kings, and takes away the remembrance of
their friends and companions. For it arms men even
against those that are dearest to them, and makes them
appear the greatest strangers to them, and when they are

become sober, and have slept off their wine in the night,

they arise without knowing anything they have done in

their cups. By these facts I infer and find that wine is

the strongest and most powerful of all things."

§ 4. As soon as the first had given the fore-mentioned
proofs of the strength of wine, he left off, and the next to

him began to speak about the strength of a king, and
demonstrated that it was the strongest of all, and more
powerful than anything else that appears to have any
force or wisdom. He began his proof in the following

manner. "Men govern all things; they force the earth

and sea to become profitable to them in what they desire,

and over these men do kings rule and have authority.

Now, those men who rule over that animal, which is

the strongest and most powerful, must needs deserve to

be esteemed insuperable in power and strength. For
example, when kings command their subjects to make
war and undergo dangers, they are hearkened to, and
when they send them against their enemies, their power
is so great that they are obeyed, and they command men
to level mountains, and to pull down walls and towers.

Nay, when they are commanded to be killed and to kill,

they submit to it, that they may not appear to transgress

the king's commands ; and when they have conquered,

they bring what they have got in the war to the king.

Those also who are not soldiers, but cultivate the ground
and plough it, when they have reaped and gathered in

their fruits (after they have endured the labour and all

the hardship of such works of husbandry) bring tribute

to the king. And whatever the king says or commands is

done of necessity without any delay. He in the meantime
is satiated with all sorts of food and pleasure, and sleeps

in quiet, and is guarded by such as watch and are fixed

down as it were to the place through fear, for no one

ventures to leave him, even when he is asleep, nor does
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anyone go away and see to his own affairs, but he esteems

this one thing the only work of necessity, namely, to

guard the king, and accordingly to this he wholly addicts

himself. How then can it be otherwise, but that it must
appear that the king exceeds all in strength, as so great a
multitude obeys his injunctions ?

"

§ 5. Now when this man had also held his peace, the

third of them, who was Zorobabel, began to instruct them
about women and truth, and spoke as follows. " Wine is

strong, as is the king also whom all men obey, but women
are superior to them in power. For it was a woman that

brought the king into the world, and women bear and
bring up those that plant vines which produce wine, nor

indeed is there anything which we do not receive from
women. For they weave garments for us, and our house-

hold affairs are by them taken care of and looked after,

nor can we live apart from women. And when we have
got a great deal of gold and silver, or any other thing

that is of great value and deserving regard, and see a
beautiful woman, we leave all those things, and with open
mouth fix our eyes upon her countenance, and are willing

to forsake what we have, that we may enjoy and possess

her beauty. We also leave father and mother and the

earth that nourished us, and frequently forget our dearest

friends, for the sake of women, nay, we venture to lay

down our lives for them. But what will chiefly make
you see the power of women is the following considera-

tion. Do we not take pains and endure a great deal of

trouble both by land and sea, and when we have pro-

cured something as the fruit of our labours, do we not

bring it to the women as to our mistresses, and bestow it

upon them ? Nay, I once saw the king, who is lord of so

many people, smitten on the face by his concubine Apame,
the daughter of Rabezacus Thaumasius, and his diadem
taken from him, and put upon her own head, while he bore

it patiently : and when she smiled he smiled, and when she

was angry he was sad ; and according to the change of her

passions he fawned upon her, and drew her to reconcilia-

tion by the great humiliation of himself to her, if at any
time he saw her displeased at him."

§ 6. And when the satraps and rulers looked at one
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another, lie began to speak about truth, and said : "I
have already demonstrated how powerful women are : but
both they and the king himself are weaker than truth.

For although the earth be large, and the heaven high, and
the course of the sun swift, yet all these are moved accord-
ing to the will of G-od, who is true and righteous, for which
cause we ought to esteem truth to be strongest of all

things, and that what is unrighteous to be of no force

against it. Moreover all things else that have any strength

are mortal and short-lived, but truth is a thing that is im-
mortal and eternal. It affords us indeed not such beauty as

will wither away with time, nor such riches as may be taken
away by fortune, but righteous rules and laws. It distin-

guishes them from unrighteousness and puts it to rebuke."

§ 7. And when Zorobabel had left off his discourse

about truth, and the multitude had cried out aloud that

he had spoken the best, and that it was truth alone that

had immutable strength and would never wax old, the

king commanded that he should ask for something over

and above what he had promised, for he would give it

him because of his wisdom and prudence wherein he
exceeded the rest ;

" and thou shalt sit with me," added
the king, " and be called my kinsman." When he had
said this, Zorobabel put him in mind of the vow he had
made, in case he should ever have the kingdom. Now this

vow was to rebuild Jerusalem, and to build therein the

temple of God, as also to restore the vessels which Nebu-
chadnezzar had pillaged and carried to Babylon. " And
this," said he, "is the request which thou now permittest

me to make, because I have been judged to be wise and
understanding."

§ 8. And the king was pleased with what he said, and

arose and kissed him, and wrote to the toparchs and satraps,

and enjoined them to conduct Zorobabel and those that

were going with him to build the temple. He also sent

letters to the rulers that were in Syria and Phoenicia, to

cut down and carry cedar-trees from Lebanon to Jeru-

salem, and to assist him in building the city. He also

wrote to them, that all the captives who should return to

Judaea should be free, and he prohibited his deputies and

satraps from laying any king's taxes upon the Jews
;
he

II. s
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also permitted them to have all the land which they could

possess themselves of without tribute. He also enjoined

the Idumaeans and Samaritans, and the inhabitants of

Ccele- Syria, to restore the villages which they had taken

from the Jews, and besides all this to contribute fifty

talents for the building of the temple. He also permitted

them to offer their appointed sacrifices, and whatever the

high priest and the priests wanted, and the sacred gar-

ments wherein they used to worship God, were to be sup-

plied at his own expense, as also the musical instruments

which the Levites used in singing hymns to God. More-
over he ordered that portions of land should be given to

those that guarded the city and the temple, as also a
fixed sum of money every year for their maintenance.
Darius also sent back the vessels, and also ordered that all

that Cyrus had intended to do before him, relating to the

restoration of Jerusalem, should be done.

§ 9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained these grants

from the king, he went out of the palace, and, looking up to

heaven, he began to return thanks to God for the wisdom
he had given him, and the victory he had gained thereby,

even in the presence of Darius himself ; for, said he, " I

should not have been thought worthy of these things, O
Lord, unless thou hadst been favourable to me." When
therefore he had returned these thanks to God for the

present, and had prayed him to show him the like favour
for the time to come, he went to Babylon, and brought
to his countrymen the good news of the various grants he
had procured for them from the king. And they, when
they heard of the same, gave thanks also to God for re-

storing the land of their forefathers to them again. And
they betook themselves to drinking and revelling, and for

seven days continued feasting and keeping festival for the

recovery and restoration of their country. After this they
chose themselves rulers out of the tribes of their forefathers,

who should go up to Jerusalem with their wives and children

and cattle, who travelled to Jerusalem with joy and plea-

sure under the conduct of those whom Darius sent along
with them, making melody with harps and pipes and cym-
bals. The rest of the Jewish multitude also accompanied
them with rejoicing.



CHAP. III.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 259

§ 10. And thus did these men return, a certain and
definite number out of every family. I do not think it

proper to recite particularly the names of those families,

that I may not take off the mind of my readers from
the connexion of the historical facts, and make it hard
for them to follow my narrative. But the sum of those

that went up of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,

above the age of twelve years, was four millions six

hundred and twenty-eight thousand

;

l the Levites were

seventy-four: the number of the women and children

mixed together was forty thousand seven hundred and
forty-two. And besides these, there were one hundred
and twenty-eight singers of the Levites, and one hundred
and ten porters, and three hundred and ninety-two sacred

servants. There were also others besides these six hundred

and sixty-two, who said they were Israelites, but were not

able to show their genealogies. Some also of the priests

were expelled from their office, as having married wives

whose genealogies they could not produce, nor were they

found in the genealogies of the Levites and priests : these

were about five hundred and twenty-five. The multitude

also of servants that followed those that returned to Jeru-

salem were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven
;

the singing men and singing women were two hundred

and forty-five ; the camels were four hundred and thirty-

five ; the beasts of burden were five thousand five hundred

and twenty-five. And the leaders of all this multitude

1 This strange reading in Josephus's copies of 4,000,000 instead of

40,000, is one of the grossest errors that is in them, and ought to

be corrected from Ezra, ii. 64, 1 Esd. v. 40, and Neh. vii. 66, who all

agree the general sum was but about 42,360. It is als<> very plain,

that Josephus thought, that when Esdras afterwards brought up

another company out of Babylon and Persia in the days of Xerxes,

they were also, as well as these, out of the two tribes, and out. of them

only, and were in all no more than ' a seed' and ' a remnant,' while an

immense number of the ten tribes never returned, but, as he believed,

continued beyond the Euphrates, chap. v. § 2, 3. Of these Jews

beyond the Euphrates he speaks frequently elsewhere ;
though, by

the way, he never takes them to be idolaters, but looks on them stdl

as observers of the laws of Moses. The 'certain part' of the people

that now came up from Babylon, at the end of this chapter, imply the

same smaller number of Jews that now came up, and will no way agree

with the 4,000,000.—W.
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thus numbered were Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, of

the posterity of David and of the tribe of Judah, and
Jeshua, the son of Josedek, the high priest. And besides

these there were Mordecai and Serebaeus, who were distin-

guished from the multitude, and were rulers, who also

contributed a hundred niinaa of gold, and five thousand
of silver. Thus the priests and the Levites, and a definite

part of the entire people of the Jews that were in Babylon,
returned and dwelt in Jerusalem, but the rest of the multi-

tude went each to their own parts of the country.

CHAP. IV.

How the Temple was Built, and how the Cuthceans endea-

voured in vain to obstruct the Work.

§ L
NOW in the seventh month after they had departed from

Babylon, both Jeshua the high priest, and Zorobabel
the governor, sent messengers all round, and gathered
together those that were in the country to Jerusalem en
masse, who came very gladly thither. They then built the
altar on the same place on which it had formerly been
built, that they might offer the appointed sacrifices upon
it to God, according to the laws of Moses. But in doing
this they did not please the neighbouring nations, who all

of them bore ill-will to them, They also celebrated the
feast of Tabernacles at that time, as the legislator had or-

dained concerning it, and after that they offered sacrifices,

and what were called the continual sacrifices, and the obla-

tions proper for the Sabbaths and for all holy festivals.

Those also that had made vows performed them, and offered
their sacrifices, from the first day of the seventh month.
They also began to build the temple, and gave a great
deal of money to the masons and carpenters, and what
was necessary for the maintenance of the workmen. The
Sidonians also were willing and ready to bring cedar-trees
from Lebanon, to bind them together and make a raft

of them, and to bring them to the port of Joppa, for that
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was what Cyrus had commanded at first, and what was
now done at the command of Darius.

§ 2. In the second year of their return to Jerusalem, as
the Jews were there in the second month, the building of

the temple went on apace ; and when they had laid its

foundations on the first day of the second month of that
second year, they set as overseers over the work such
Levites as were full twenty years old, and Jeshua and his

sons and brothers, and Zodmiel the brother of Judas, the
son of Aminadab, with his sons. And the temple was
finished sooner than anyone would have expected from
the great diligence of those that had the care of it. And
when the temple was finished, the priests, adorned with their

accustomed garments, and with their trumpets, and the

Levites and sons of Asaph, stood and sung hymns to

God, according as David first of all showed them how to

bless God. Now the priests and Levites, and the older

men in the families, recollecting how much greater and
more sumptuous the old temple had been, and seeing how
inferior this now made was, on account of their poverty, to

that which had been built of old, considered with them-
selves how much their happy state was sunk below what it

had been of old, as well as their temple. So they were de-

jected, and not able to contain their grief at it, and pro-

ceeded as far as to lament and shed tears. But the people in

general were contented with their present condition, and
because they were allowed to build them a temple, they

desired no more, and neither regarded nor remembered, nor

indeed at all tormented themselves with the comparison of

that and the former temple, as if this were below their ex-

pectations. But the wailing of the old men and of the

priests, on account of the deficiency of this temple in their

opinion, compared with that which had been demolished,

prevailed over the sound of the trumpets and the rejoicing

of the people.

§ 3. Now when the Samaritans, who were hostile to

the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the sound of

the trumpets, they ran up and desired to know what

was the reason of 'this noise. And when they perceived

that it was the Jews, who had been carried captive to

Babylon, and were rebuilding their temple, they went to
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Zorobabel and Jesliua and tlie heads of the families, and
desired that they would give them leave to build the

temple with them, and to be partners with them in build-

ing it ; for they said, "We worship your God no less than

you and pray to him, and are desirous of your religion,

ever since Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, transplanted

us from Cuthia and Media to this place." When they said

this, Zorobabel and Jeshua the high priest, and the heads
of the families of the Israelites, replied to them, that it

was impossible for them to permit them to share in the

building, as they [only] had been appointed to build that

temple, at first by Cyrus and now by Darius, but it was
lawful for them to come and worship there if they pleased,

and they could allow them nothing in common with them
but what was common to all other men, namely, to come
to their temple and worship God there.

§ 4 When the Cuthaeans heard this, (for the Samaritans
have that appellation,) they were indignant at it, and
urged the nations of Syria to ask the satraps, as they
had formerly done in the days of Cyrus, and again in the
days of Cambyses after him, to put a stop to the building

of the teniple, and to endeavour to delay and hinder the
Jews in their zeal about it. Now at this time Sisines the
governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sarabazanes, with
certain others, came up to Jerusalem, and asked the rulers

of the Jews, " By whose permission it was that they built

the temple so that it was more like a citadel than a temple?
and why it was they built porticoes and walls, and those
strong ones too, about the city ? " To which Zorobabel and
the high priest Jeshua replied, that they were the servants

of the most high God, and that the former temple was built

for him by a king of theirs that enjoyed great prosperity,

and exceeded all men in virtue, and that it continued a long
time, but that Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Babylonians
and Chaldaeans, because of their fathers' impiety towards
God, took their city by storm and destroyed it, and
pillaged and burnt down the temple, and transplanted
the people whom he had made captives, and removed them
to Babylon : and that Cyrus, who was after him king of

Babylonia and Persia, wrote that the temple should be built,

and committed the votive offerings and vessels, and whatever
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Nebuchadnezzar had taken from it, to Zorobabel and
Mithridates the treasurer, and gave order to have them
carried to Jerusalem, and restored to their own temple
when it was built. And he enjoined them to do it

speedily, and commanded Abassar to go up to Jerusalem,

and to see to the building of the temple ; who, upon re-

ceiving a letter from Cyrus, came, and immediately laid its

foundations : and although it had been in building from
that time to this, it had not yet been finished because

of the malignity of their enemies. If therefore you have

a mind and think proper, write account of this to Darius,

that when he has consulted the records of the kings, he

may find that we have told you nothing that is false about

the matter."

§ 5. When Zorobabel and the high priest had made
this answer, Sisines and those that were with him re-

solved not to hinder the building, until they had informed

king Darius of all this, and immediately wrote to him
about it. And as the Jews were now terrified and

afraid lest the king should change his mind as to the

building of Jerusalem and the temple, two prophets at

that time among them, Haggai and Zachariah, encouraged

them, and bade them be of good cheer and suspect no

hindi-ance from the Persians, for God foretold this to them.

So they applied themselves earnestly to the building in

reliance on those prophets, and did not intermit one day.

§ 6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had written to

him, and in their letter had accused the Jews of fortifying

the city, and building the temple more like a citadel than

a temple, and said that their doings were not for the

king's advantage, and also showed the letter of Cambyses,

wherein he forbade them to build the temple, and when

Darius thereby understood that the restoration of Jeru-

salem was not for his interest, and when he had read the

letter that was brought him from Sisines and those that

were with him, he gave order that what concerned these

matters should be sought for among the royal records.

And a book was found at Ecbatana, in the tower that

was in Media, wherein was written as follows :
" Cyrus

the king, in the first year of his reign, commanded that

the temple and altar should be built in Jerusalem
;
its
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height was to be threescore cubits, and its breadth the

same, with three layers of polished stone, and one
of wood of their own country : and he ordered that the

expenses of it should be paid out of the king's revenue. He
also commanded that the vessels which Nebuchadnezzar
had pillaged and carried to Babylon, should be restored to

the people of Jerusalem, and that the care of these things

should belong to Abassar, the governor and president of

Syria and Phoenicia, and to his associates, not to meddle
in the place, but to permit the servants of God, the Jews
and their rulers, to build the temple. He also ordered
that they should contribute towards the work, and supply
the Jews, out of the tribute of the country where they
were governors, for the sacrifices, bulls and rams and
lambs and kids of the goats, and fine flour and oil and
wine, and all other things that the priests should suggest
to them ; and that they should pray for the preserva-

tion of the king, and of the Persians. As for such as

transgressed any of these orders thus sent to them, he com-
manded that they should be arrested and crucified, and
their substance confiscated to the king's use. He also

prayed to God that, if any one attempted to hinder the
building of the temple, God would strike him dead, and
thereby restrain him from his wickedness."

§ 7. When Darius had found this book among the
records of Cyrus, he wrote an answer to Sisines and his

associates, whose contents were as follows. '* King Darius to

Sisines the governor, and to Sarabazanes, greeting. Having
found a copy of the enclosed letter among the records of

Cyrus, I have sent it to you ; and I will that all things
be done as is therein written. Farewell." So when
Sisines, and those that were with him, understood the
intention of the king, they resolved to follow his directions

entirely for the time to come. So they forwarded the
sacred works, and assisted the elders of the Jews and the
princes of the Sanhedrim, and the structure of the temple
was with great diligence brought to a conclusion, by the
prophecies of Haggai and Zachariah according to God's
commands, and by the injunctions of the kings Cyrus and
Darius. Now the temple was built in seven years, and in

the ninth year of the reign of Darius, on the twenty-third
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day of the twelfth month, which is called by us Adar, but
by the Macedonians Dystrus, the priests and Levites and
the rest of the Israelites offered sacrifices, (to commemorate
the renewal of their former prosperity after their captivity,

and because they had now the temple rebuilt,) a hundred
bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and twelve

kids of the goats, according to the number of their tribes,

(for so many are the tribes of the Israelites) , and this last

for the sins of every tribe. The priests also and the

Levites set porters at every gate according to the laws

of Moses. The Jews also built the cloisters of the inner

temple round about the temple itself.

§ 8. And as the feast of Unleavened Bread was at hand,

in the first month, which according to the Macedonians is

called Xanthicus, but according to us Nisan, all the people

flocked in from the villages to the city, and celebrated the

festival, having purified themselves, with their wives and

children, according to the law of their country ; and they

offered the sacrifice which was called the Passover on the

fourteenth day of the same month, and feasted seven days,

and spared for no cost, but offered whole burnt-offerings to

God, and performed sacrifices of thanksgiving, because God
had restored them to the land of their fathers and to its

laws, and had made the mind of the king of Persia

favourable to them. And they offered the largest sacrifices

on these accounts, and used great magnificence in the wor-

ship of God, and dwelt in Jerusalem, and had a form of

government that was partly aristocratical, partly oligar-

chical. For the high priests were at the head of affairs,

until the posterity of the Asamonaeans set up kingly

government : for before the captivity, and the dissolution

of their polity, they had first kingly government from

Saul and David, for five hundred and thirty-two years, six

months, and ten days ; and before those kings, such rulers

governed as were called Judges and Dictators. Under

this form of government they continued for more than five

hundred years, after the death of Moses, and of Joshua

their leader. And this is the account I had to give of the

Jews who had been carried into captivity, but were de-

livered from it in the times of Cyrus and Darius.

§ 9. But the Samaritans, being enviously and evilly dis-
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posed against the Jews, wrought them much mischief,

relying on their riches, and pretending that they were

akin to the Persians, since from thence they came ; and
whatever they were enjoined by the king's order to pay
the Jews out of the tribute for the sacrifices, they would
not pay. They had also the governors favourable to

them and assisting them in that purpose ; nor did they

spare to hurt the Jews, either by themselves or by others,

as far as they were able. So the people of Jerusalem de-

termined to send an embassage to king Darius to accuse

the Samaritans. The ambassadors were Zorobabel, and
four others of the rulers. And as soon as the king heard

from the ambassadors the accusations and complaints they

brought against the Samaritans, he gave them a letter to

carry to the governors and council of Samaria. The con-

tents were as follows. "King Darius to Tanganas and Sam-
babas, the governors of the Samaritans, also to Sadraces

and Bobelo, and the rest of their fellow-servants that are

in Samaria. Zorobabel, Ananias, and Mordecai, ambassa-
dors of the Jews, complain of you, that you obstruct them
in the building of the temple, and do not supply them
with the sums which I commanded you for the offering of

the sacrifices. My will therefore is that, upon the reading

of this letter, you supply them with whatever they want
for their sacrifices, and that out of the royal treasury of the

tribute of Samaria, as the priests shall desire, that they

may not leave off offering their daily sacrifices, nor praying

to God for me and the Persians." Such were the contents

of the letter.

CHAP. Y.

How Xerxes, the Son of Darius, was well disposed to the

Jews : as also concerning Esdras and Nehemiah.

§i-

UPON the death of Darius, his son Xerxes succeeded

to the kingdom, who, as he inherited his father's

kingdom, so did he inherit his piety towards G-od, and
honour of him ; for he did all things like his father as to
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divine worship, and he was exceedingly friendly to the
Jews. Now about this time, a son of Jeshua, whose name
was Joacim, was the high priest. Also there was now in

Babylon a righteous man, and one that enjoyed a great

reputation among the multitude, he was the principal

priest of the people, and his name was Esdras. He was
very skilful in the laws of Moses, and was a favourite with
king Xerxes. He determined to go up to Jerusalem, and
to take with him some of those Jews that were in Babylon,
and he desired that the king would give him a letter to

the satraps of Syria, that they might know who he was.

Accordingly, the king wrote the following letter to those

satraps. " Xerxes, king of kings, to Esdras the priest,

and reader of the divine law, greeting. I think it agree-

able to that love which I bear to mankind, to permit those

of the Jewish nation that are so disposed, as well as those

of the priests and Levites that are in our kingdom, to go
together to Jerusalem. Accordingly, I have given com-
mand for that purpose ; and let everyone that has a mind
go, (for so it has seemed good to me and to my seven

counsellors,) in order to review affairs in Judaea, to see

whether they be agreeable to the law of God. Let them
also take with them those presents which I and my friends

have vowed, as well as all the silver and gold that is

found in the country of the Babylonians which was dedi-

cated to God, and let all this be carried to Jerusalem for

sacrifices to God. Let it also be lawful for thee and thy

brethren to make as many vessels of silver and gold as

thou pleasest. Thou shalt also dedicate those holy vessels

which have been given thee, and as many more as thou

hast a mind to make, and shalt take the expenses out of

the king's treasury. I have moreover written to the trea-

surers of Syria and Phoenicia, to see to the affairs that

Esdras the priest, and reader of the laws of God, is sent

about. And that God may not be at all angry with me, or

with my children, I grant all that is necessary for sacrifices

to God according to the law, as far as a hundred cors of

wheat. And I enjoin you not to lay any treacherous im-

position or tribute upon their priests or Levites, or sacred

singers, or porters, or sacred servants, or scribes of the

temple. And do thou, Esdras, appoint judges according



268 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK XI.

to the wisdom given thee by God, and those such as under-
stand the law, that they may judge in all Syria and
Phoenicia ; and do thou instruct those also who are igno-

rant of it, that if anyone of. thy countrymen transgress the

law of God, or that of the king, he may be punished, as

not transgressing it out of ignorance, but as one that

knows it indeed, but boldly despises and contemns it. And
such may be punished by death, or by paying fines. Fare-
well."

§ 2. When Esdras had received this letter, he was very
joyful, and began to worship God, and confessed that he
had been the cause of the king's great favour to him, and
for that reason he gave all the glory to God. And he read
the letter at Babylon to the Jews that were there, but he
kept it, and sent a copy of it to all those of his own nation
that were in Media. And when these Jews understood
the piety the king had towards God, and the kindness
he had for Esdras, they were all greatly pleased ; and
many of them took their effects with them and came to

Babylon, yearning to return to Jerusalem. But the entire

body of the people of Israel remained in that country. So
there are but two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the
Romans, for the ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates even
now, and are an immense multitude that cannot be num-
bered. Now there came a great number of priests, and
Levites, and porters, and sacred singers, and sacred ser-

vants, to Esdras. So he gathered together those that were
in captivity beyond the Euphrates, and stayed there three

days, and ordained a fast for them, that they might
make prayers to God for their preservation, that they
might suffer no misfortune by the way, either from their

enemies, or from any other mischance. For Esdras had
told the king beforehand that God would preserve them,
and so he had not thought fit to request that he would send
horsemen to conduct them. And when they had finished

their prayers, they removed from the Euphrates on the
twelfth day of the first month of the seventh year of

the reign of Xerxes, and got to Jerusalem in the fifth

month of the same year. And Esdras at once presented
the sacred money to the treasurers, who were of the family
of the priests, six hundred and fifty talents of silver,
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vessels of silver one hundred talents, vessels of gold twenty
talents, and vessels of brass that was more precious than
gold l twelve talents by weight ; for these presents had
been made by the king and his counsellors, and by all the
Israelites that stayed at Babylon. And when Esdras had
delivered these things to the priests, he gave to God, as the
appointed sacrifices of whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls

for the common preservation of the people, ninety rams,
and seventy-two lambs, and twelve kids of the goats for
the remission of sins. He also delivered the king's letter

to the king's officers, and to the governors of Ccele-Syria
and Phoenicia ; and as they were obliged to do what was
enjoined by him, they honoured our nation, and assisted

them in all their necessities.

§ 3. Now all these things were done under the advice
of Esdras, and he succeeded in them, because God esteemed
him worthy of success in his plans on account of his good-
ness and righteousness. And some time afterwards there

came some persons to him, who brought an accusation

against certain of the multitude and of the priests and
Levites, who had transgressed their polity and broken the

laws of their country by marrying strange wives, and had
brought the family of the priests into confusion. These
persons desired him to support the laws, lest God should
take up a general anger against them all, and reduce them
to a calamitous condition again. Thereupon he immediately
rent his garments in his grief, and pulled off the hair of

his head and beard, and cast himself upon the ground,
because this crime had reached the principal men among
the people, and considering that if he should enjoin them
to put away their wives, and the children they had by
them, he should not be hearkened to, he continued lying

upon the ground. However, all the better sort came run-

ning to him, and also themselves wept and joined in the

grief he was in for what had been done. Then Esdras

rose up from the ground, and stretched out his hands
towards heaven, and said that he was ashamed to look

towards it because of the sins which the people had com-

1 Dr. Hudson takes notice here, that this kind of brass or copper, or

rather mixture of gold and brass or copper, was called ' aurichalcum,*

which was of old esteemed the most precious of metals.

—

W.
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mitted, who had cast out of their memories what their

fathers had undergone on account of their wickedness

:

and he besought God, who had saved a seed and a rem-
nant out of the calamity and captivity they had been in,

and had restored them again to Jerusalem and to their

own land, and had obliged the kings of Persia to have
compassion on them, to forgive them also the sins they

had now committed, for, though they deserved death, yet

it was agreeable to the mercy of God to remit even to them
the punishment due.

§ 4. After Esdras had said this, he left off praying

;

and when all those that came to him with their wives and
children were in lamentation, one whose name was Jecho-

nias, a principal man in Jerusalem, came to him and said

that they had sinned in marrying strange wives; and
urged him to adjure them all to put away those wives and
the children born of them, and that those should be
punished who would not obey the law. So Esdras hearkened
to this advice, and made the chief men of the priests and
Levites and Israelites swear that they would put away
those wives and children according to the advice of Jecho-

nias. And when he had received their oaths, he went at

once out of the temple into the chamber of Johanan the

son of Eliasib, and as he had hitherto tasted nothing at

all for grief, he abode there that day. And when proclama-
tion was made, that all those of the captivity should gather
themselves together to Jerusalem, and those that did not
meet there in two or three days should be banished from
the multitude, and their substance appropriated according

to the decision of the elders, those that were of the tribes

of Judah and Benjamin came together in three days, viz.

on the twentieth day of the ninth month, which according
to the Hebrews is called Tebeth, and according to the
Macedonians Apellseus. Now, as they were sitting in the
upper room of the temple, where the elders also were pre-

sent, who suffered greatly from the cold, Esdras stood
up and accused them, and told them that they had sinned
in marrying wives that were not of their own nation ; and
that they would now do a thing both pleasing to God, and
advantageous to themselves, if they put those wives away.
And they all cried out that they would do so, but that the
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multitude was great, and that the season of the year was
winter, and that this work would require more than one or
two days. " Let the rulers, therefore [said they,] and
those that have married strange wives, come hither at a
fixed time, and let the elders of every place estimate the
number of those that have thus married, and be there

also." Accordingly, this was resolved on by them, and
they began the inquiry for those that had married strange

wives on the first day of the tenth month, and continued
the inquiry to the first day of the next month, and found
a great many of the posterity of Jeshua the high priest,

and of the priests and Levites and Israelites, who had a

greater regard to the observation of the law than to their

natural affection, and immediately put away their wives

and the children which were born of them
;

l and in order

to appease God they offered sacrifices, and slew rams as

oblations to him. But it does not seem to me to be neces-

sary to set down the names of these men. So when Esdras
had reformed this sin about the marriages of the fore-

mentioned persons, he purified their practice in marriages,

so that it continued in that state for the time to come.

§ 5. Now when they kept the feast of Tabernacles in the

seventh month, and almost all the people were come to-

gether to it, they went up to the open part of the temple,

to the gate which faced east, and desired of Esdras that

the laws of Moses might be read to them. Accordingly

he stood in the midst of the multitude and read them, and
did so from morning to noon. Now, by hearing the laws

read to them, they were instructed to be righteous men for

the present and for the future, and as for their past

1 This procedure of Esdras, and of the best part of the Jewish nation,

after their return from the Babylonish captivity, of reducing the Jewish

marriages, once for all, to the strictness of the law of Moses, without

any regard to the greatness of those who had broken it, and without

regard to that natural affection or compassion for their heathen wives,

and their children by them, which made it so hard for Esdras to correct it,

deserves greatly to be observed and imitated in all attempts for reforma-

tion among Christians, the contrary conduct having ever been the bane

of true religion, both among Jews and Christians, while political views,

or human passions, or prudential motives, are suffered to take place

instead of the divine laws, and so the blessing of God is forfeited, and

the church still suffered to continue corrupt from one generation to

another. See chap. viii. § 2.—W.
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offences, they were vexed with themselves, and even went
so far as to shed tears, considering with themselves, that

if they had kept the law, they would have endured none
of those miseries which they had experienced. But when
Esdras saw them in that disposition, he hade them go
home and not weep, for it was a festival, and they

ought not to weep thereon, for it was not lawful to do
so. He exhorted them rather to proceed immediately

to feasting, and to do what was suitable to a feast and
agreeable to a day of joy, and to let their repentance and
sorrow for their former sins be a security and guard
to them against falling any more into the like offences.

So upon Esdras's exhortation they began to feast, and when
they had so done for eight days in their tabernacles, they

departed to their own homes, singing hymns to God, and
returning thanks to Esdras for his reformation of the cor-

ruptions that had been introduced into their polity. And
it came to pass after he had obtained this reputation

among the people, that he died an old man, and was buried

in a magnificent manner at Jerusalem. About the same
time also Joachim the high priest died, and his son Eliasib

succeeded him in the high priesthood.

§ 6. Now there was one of the Jews that had been carried

into captivity, who was cup-bearer to king Xerxes, whose
name was iNehemiah. As he was walking about in the
suburbs of Susa, the metropolis of the Persians, he heard
some strangers that were entering the city after a long
journey, speaking to one another in the Hebrew tongue,

so he went to them and asked them whence they came ?

And when their answer was, that they came from Judaea,

he began to inquire of them again in what state the multi-

tude was ? and in what condition Jerusalem was ? And they
replied that they were in a bad state,

1
for their walls were

thrown down to the ground, and the neighbouring nations

did a great deal of mischief to the Jews, for in the day time

1 This miserable condition of the Jews, and their capital, must have
been after the death of Esdras, their former governor, and before Nehe-
miah came with his commission to build the walls of Jerusalem. Nor
is that at all disagreeable to these histories in Josephus. since Esdras came
in the 7th, and Nehemiah not till the 25th year of Xerxes, an interval of

eighteen years.—W.
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they overran the country and pillaged it, and in the night
did them mischief, insomuch that not a few were led

away captive out of the country and from Jerusalem
itself, and the roads were every day found full of dead
men. At this Nehemiah shed tears, commiserating the

calamities of his countrymen : and looking up to heaven,

he said, " How long, O Lord, wilt thou allow our nation

to suffer such great miseries, for we are made the prey and
spoil of all men." And while he stayed at the gate and
lamented thus, one told him that the king was going to

sit down to supper ; so he made haste, and went at once

as he was, without washing himself, to minister to the king

in his office of cup-bearer. And as the king was very

pleasant after supper, and more cheerful than usual, he
cast his eyes on Nehemiah, and seeing him looking sad, he
asked him why he was sad ? Whereupon he prayed to

God to give him favour, and persuasion to his words, and
said, " How can I, O king, appear otherwise than sad and in

trouble of mind when I hear that the walls of Jerusalem, the

city where are the sepulchres of my fathers, are thrown
down to the ground, and that its gates are consumed by
fire ; but do thou grant me the favour to go and build its

wall, and to finish the building of the temple." And the

king gave him a sign that he freely granted him what he

asked, and told him to carry a letter to the satraps, that

they might pay him due honour, and afford him whatever

assistance he wanted for what he pleased. " Leave off thy

sorrow, therefore," added the king, " and be cheerful hence-

forth in the performance of thy office." Then Nehemiah
worshipped God, and gave the king thanks for his promise,

and cleared up his sad and cloudy countenance in the

pleasure he had at the king's promises. And the king

called for him the next day, and gave him a letter to carry

to Adseus, the governor of Syria and Phoenicia and Samaria,

wherein he gave him injunctions to pay due honour to

Nehemiah, and to supply him with what he wanted for the

building.

§ 7. Now when he had gone to Babylon, and had taken

with him thence many of his countrymen who voluntarily

followed him, he arrived at Jerusalem in the twenty-fifth

year of the reign of Xerxes : and when he had shown the

II. t



274 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHTJS. [BOOK XI.

letters to G-od,
1

lie gave them to Adseus and the other

governors. He also called together all the people to Jeru-

salem, and stood in the midst of the temple, and made the

following speech to them. " You know, O Jews, that our

forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, kept God in mind
continually ;

and for the sake of their righteousness, he
has not left off the care of you : indeed he has assisted me
in gaining this leave from the king to raise up our wall,

and finish what is wanting of the temple. I desire you
therefore (who well know the ill-will the neighbouring
nations bear to us, who, when once they perceive that

we are in earnest about building, will come upon us, and
contrive many ways of obstructing our work), in the first

place to put your trust in God, as in one who will assist us
against their hatred, and next to intermit building neither

night nor day, but to use all diligence, and to hasten on
the work, now we have this especial opportunity for it."

When he had said this, he gave order that the rulers

should measure the wall and divide the work of it among
the people, according to their villages and cities, and ac-

cording to every one's ability. And when he had added
the promise, that he himself witb his servants would assist

them in the building, he dissolved the assembly. So the

Jews prepared for the work. They have been called Jews
from the day that they came .up from Babylon, after the
tribe of Judah, which came first to those places, and so

both they and the country gained that appellation.
2

§ 8. Now when the Ammonites and Moabites and Sa-
maritans, and all that inhabited Ccele- Syria,

3 heard that the

building of the walls went on apace, they took it ill, and

1 This showing king Xerxes' letters to God, or laying them open
before God in the temple, is very like the laying open the letters of Sen-
nacherib before him also by Hezekiah, 2 Kings xix. 14, Isa. xxxvii. 14,

although this last was for a memorial, to put him in mind of the enemies,
in order to move the divine compassion, and the present as .a token of
gratitude for mercies already received, as Havercamp well observes on
this place.—W.

2 Judaei, Judah, Judsea.
3 Ccele-Syria is properly the valley between Lebanon and Anti-

Lebanon ; but the name is sometimes used in a wider sense to denote
the prolongation of the valley into the Valley of the Jordan, and it

seems to be so used in this instance by Josephus.
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proceeded to lay snares for them, and to hinder their in-

tention. They also slew many of the Jews, and sought to

destroy Nehemiah himself, by hiring some of the foreigners

to kill him. They also put the Jews in fear and alarm,

and spread abroad rumours, as if many nations were going
to make an expedition against them, by which means
they were alarmed, and almost left off the building. But
none of these things could deter Nehemiah from being
diligent about the work, only he kept a number of men
about him as a body-guard, and unweariedly persevered
therein, and was insensible of any toil in his desire to

perfect the work. And thus did he take care of his own
safety attentively and with great forecast, not that he
feared death, but because he was persuaded that if he were
•dead, the walls for his fellow- citizens would never be raised.

He also gave orders that the builders should keep their

ranks, and have their armour on while they were building.

Accordingly, the mason had his sword on, as well as he
that brought the materials for building. He also ordered

that their shields should lie very near them, and he placed

trumpeters at intervals of five hundred feet, and charged

them if their enemies appeared, that they should give notice

of it to the people, that they might fight in their armour,

and that their enemies might not fall upon them when
they were unarmed. He also went about the rounds of the

city by night, being never discouraged, either about the work
itself, or about his own diet and sleep, for he made no use of

those things for pleasure, but only out of necessity. And
lie underwent this toil for two years and four months :

l

for in so long time was the wall built, in the twenty-eighth

1 It may not be improper to remark here, with what unusual accuracy

Josephus determines these years of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jeru-

salem were built, viz. that Nehemiah came with his commission in the

25th year of Xerxes ; that the walls were two years and four months
in building, and that they were finished in the 28th year of Xerxes,

| 7, 8. It may also be remarked further, that Josephus hardly ever

mentions more than one infallible astronomical character, I mean an

eclipse of the moon a little before the death of Herod the Great, Antiq.

xvii. 6, § 4. Now on these two chronological characters in a great

measure depend some of the most important points belonging to Chris-

tianity, viz. the explication of Daniel's seventy weeks, and the duration

of our Saviour's ministry, and the time of his death, in correspondence

to these seventy weeks.—W.
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year of the reign of Xerxes, in the ninth month. And
when the walls were finished, Nehemiah and the multitude

offered sacrifices to God for the building of them, and
continued feasting for eight days. But when the nations

which dwelt in Syria heard that the building of the walls

was finished, they were indignant at it. Now when Nehe-

miah saw that the city was thinly peopled, he exhorted the

priests and Levites to leave the country and remove to

the city and live there, and he built them houses at

his own expense, and he commanded those of the people

who were employed in cultivating the land to bring the

tithes of their fruits to Jerusalem, that the priests and
Levites, having perpetually whereon they might live, might

not leave the divine worship. And they willingly hearkened

to the orders of Nehemiah, so the city of Jerusalem came
to be fuller of people than it was before. And when
Nehemiah had finely done many other excellent things

worthy of commendation, he died at a good old age. He
was a man of a good and righteous disposition, and very

ambitious to make his own nation happy ; and he left the

walls of Jerusalem as his eternal monument. They were

built in the days of Xerxes.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning Esther and Mordecai and Haman : and how, in

the Reign of Artaxerxes, the whole Nation of the Jews was
in Danger of Perishing.

§i-

AFTER the death of Xerxes, the kingdom came to his

son Cyrus, whom the G-reeks called Artaxerxes. When
he was ruler over the Persians, the whole nation of the

Jews,
1 with their wives and children, was in danger of

1 Since some sceptical persons are willing to discard this book of

Esther as no true history ; and even our learned and judicious Dr.
Wall, in his late posthumous critical notes upon all the other Hebrew
books of the Old Testament, gives us none upon the Canticles, or upoi*

Esther, and seems thereby to give up this book, as well as he gives up
the Canticles, as indefensible : I shall venture to say, that almost all

the objections against this book of Esther are gone at once, if, as we-
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perishing: the reason of which I shall show in a little

time, for it is proper first to give some account of this

king, and how he married a Jewish wife of royal stock,

who is related to have saved our nation. For when
Artaxerxes had taken over the kingdom, and had set

governors over the hundred and twenty-seven satrapies

from India to Ethiopia, he made in the third year of his

reign a costly feast for his friends and the nations of

Persia and their governors, such an one as was proper for

a king to make when he had a mind to make a public

demonstration of his riches, and it lasted a hundred
and eighty days ; after which he made a feast for other

nations, and for their ambassadors at Susa, for seven days.

Now this feast was ordered after the manner following

;

he caused a tent to be pitched, which was supported by
pillars of gold and silver, with curtains of linen and purple

spread over them, that many ten thousands might recline.

The cups with which the waiters ministered were of gold,

and adorned with precious stones, for pleasure and for

show. He also gave order to the servants that they should

not force the guests to drink by bringing them wine con-

tinually, as is the practice of the Persians, but permit

every one of them to enjoy himself according to his own
inclination. He also sent messengers throughout the

country, and gave order that the people should have a re-

mission of their labours, and should keep a festival many
days, on account of his accession to the kingdom. In like

manner did Vashti the queen gather the women together,

and make them a feast in the palace. Now the king was
desirous to show her to those that feasted with him, as

she exceeded all women in beauty, and he sent and com-

manded her to come to the feast. But she, out of regard to

the laws of the Persians, which forbade women to be seen

by strangers, would not go to the king

;

l and though he

certainly ought to do, and as Dean Prideaux has justly done, we place

this history under Artaxerxes Longimanus, as do both the Septuagint

and Josephus. The learned Dr. Lee, in his posthumous dissertation

•on the second book of Esdras, page 25, also says, that " the truth of

this history is demonstrated by the feast of Purim, kept up from that

time to this very day."

—

W.
1 If the Chaldee paraphrast be right, that Artaxerxes intended

to show Vashti to his guests naked, it is no wonder at all that she
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often sent the eunuchs to her, she nevertheless stayed

away and refused to come, till the king was so much irri-

tated, that he broke np the entertainment, and rose up
and called for those seven Persians who had the interpre-

tation of the laws committed to them, and accused his

wife, and said that he had been affronted by her, because

though she was frequently summoned by him to his feast,

she did not obey him once. He therefore ordered them to

inform him what could be done against her by the law.

Then one of them, whose name was Muchaeus, said that

this affront was offered not to him alone, but to ail the

Persians, who were in danger of leading very unhappy lives

with their wives if they were thus despised by them ; for

none of the wives would have any reverence for their hus-

bands, having such an example of arrogance in the queen
towards him who ruled over all. So he exhorted him to

punish her severely, as she had been guilty of so great

an affront to him, and when he had so done, to publish

to the nations what had been decreed about the queen.
So the resolution was to put Vashti away, and to give her
dignity to another woman.

§ 2. But the king being very fond of her could not well

bear a separation, and yet by the law he could not admit
of a reconciliation with her, so he was in trouble, as not
having it in his power to do what he desired to do. Now
when his friends saw him so uneasy, they advised him to
put the memory of his wife and his love for her out of

his mind, and to send abroad over all the world, and
search out for comely virgins, and to take her whom he
should like best for a wife, because his passion for his

former wife would be quenched by the substitution of

would not submit to such an indignity ; and if it were not so gross,

as that, yet it might, in the king's cups, be done in a way so indecent,,

as the Persian laws would not then bear, any more than the common laws
of modesty. And that the king had some such design, seems not im-
probable, for otherwise the principal of these royal guests Could be no-

strangers to the queen, nor unapprized of her beauty. However, since

Providence was now paving the way for the introduction of a Jewess-

into the king's affections, to bring about one of the most wonderful
deliverances which the Jewish or any nation ever had, we need not be
further solicitous about the motives by which the king was induced to

divorce Vashti, and marry Esther.—W.
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another, and the kindness he had to Vashti would be
withdrawn from her, and be placed by degrees on her that
was with him. And he was persuaded to follow this

advice, and gave orders to certain persons to choose out of

the virgins that were in his kingdom those that were
esteemed the most comely, and bring them to him. Now
when a great number of these virgins were gathered toge-

ther, there was found a damsel in Babylon, whose parents
were both dead, and she was brought up with her uncle

Mordecai, for that was his name. He was of the tribe of

Benjamin, and was one of the principal persons among the

Jews. Now it so happened that this damsel, whose name
was Esther, was the most beautiful of all, and the grace of

her countenance drew the eyes of spectators principally upon
her : so she was committed to one of the eunuchs to take

charge of her : and she was provided with sweet odours in

great plenty, and with costly ointments, such as these vir-

gins' bodies needed to be perfumed with : for this course

was used six months by the virgins, who were in number
four hundred. And when the eunuch thought the virgins

had been sufficiently prepared in the forementioned time, and
were now fit to go to the king's bed, he sent one to be with the

king every day. And he, when he had lain with her, sent

her back to the eunuch : but when Esther had come to him,

he was pleased with her, and fell in love with the damsel,

and made her his lawful wife, and kept a wedding feast for

her in the twelfth month of the seventh year of his reign,

which was called Adar. He also sent couriers, called

angari,
1 unto every nation, and gave orders that they should

keep a feast for his marriage, while he himself treated the

Persians and the Medes, and the principal men of the

nations, for a whole month, on account of his marriage.

And Esther came to the royal palace, and he set a diadem

on her head. Thus was she married, without making
known to the king what nation she belonged to. Her uncle

also removed from Babylon to Susa, and dwelt there, being

every day about the palace, and inquiring how the damsel

did, for he loved her as though she had been his own
daughter.

1 See Herodotus, viii. 98 ; Xen. Cyr. 8. 6, 17 ;
Matt. v. 41, xxvii. 32;

Mark, xv. 21.
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§ 3. Now the king had made a law, that none of his

people should approach him unless summoned, when he
sat upon his throne ; * and men, with axes in their hands,
stood round about his throne, to punish such as ap-
proached him without being summoned. However, the king
sat with a golden sceptre in his hand, which he held out
when he had a mind to save any of those that approached
him without being summoned ; and he who touched it was
free from danger. But of this matter I have said enough.

§ 4. Some time after this two eunuchs Bagathous and
Theodestes plotted against the king, and Barnabazus, the
servant of one of them, and by birth a Jew, got ac-

quainted with their conspiracy, and discovered it to the
queen's uncle ; and Mordecai through Esther made the
conspirators known to the king. This troubled the king,

but he discovered the truth, and crucified the eunuchs, but
gave no reward at the time to Mordecai, who had been
the occasion of his preservation. He only bade the scribes

set down his name in the records, and bade him stay in the
palace, as a very intimate friend of the king.

§ 5. Now there was one Haman, the son of Amedatha, an
Amalekite by race, that used to visit the king, and when
he did so the foreigners and Persians prostrated themselves
before him, as Artaxerxes had commanded that such honour
should be paid to him ; but Mordecai was so wise, and so

observant of his country's laws, that he would not pros-

trate himself before a man. When Haman observed this,

he inquired what his nationality was. And when he heard
that he was a Jew, he was indignant, and said within him-
self, thatwhereas the Persians, who were free men, prostrated
themselves before him, this man, who was no better than
a slave, did not choose to do so. And as he desired to

punish Mordecai, he thought it too small a thing to re-

quest of the king that he alone might be punished, he

1 Herodotus says, that this law [against any one's coming uncalled to

the kings of Persia when they were sitting on their thrones] was first

enacted by Deioces, i.e. by him who first withdrew the Medes from the
dominion of the Assyrians, and himself first reigned over them. Thus
also, says Spanheim, stood guards, with their axes, about the throne of
Tenus, or Tenudus, that the offender might by them be punished im-
mediately.—W.
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rather determined to abolish the whole nation, for he was
naturally an enemy to the Jews, because the nation of the
Amalekites, from which he sprung, had been destroyed by
them. Accordingly, he went to the king, and accused
them, saying, "There is a certain wicked nation, dis-

persed over all the world under thy dominion ; a nation
separate from others, unsociable, having neither the same
sort of divine worship that others have, nor using laws
like the laws of others : at enmity with thy people and
with all men both in their manners and practices. Now,
if thou wilt be a benefactor to thy subjects, thou wilt give

orders to destroy them utterly, and not leave the least re-

mains of them, nor preserve any of them either for slaves

or for captives." And that the king might not be injured

by the loss of the tribute which the Jews paid, Haman
promised to give him out of his own estate forty thousand
talents, whenever he pleased ; and he would pay this money
very willingly, that the kingdom might be freed from such

a pest.

§ 6. When Haman made this petition, the king remitted

him the money, and granted him the men, to do what he

would with them. Then Haman having gained what he de-

sired, sent out immediately a decree as from the king to all

nations, the contents whereof were as follows. " Artaxerxes,

the great king, sends this writing to the rulers of the hun-

dred and twenty-seven satrapies from India to Ethiopia.

Whereas I have governed many nations, and obtained the

dominion of as much of all the world as I desired, and have

not been obliged to do any thing insolent or cruel to my
subjects by my power, but have shown myself mild and
gentle, and seen to their peace and good order, and have

been studious that they might enjoy those blessings for all

time to come ; and whereas I have been kindly informed

by Haman, who on account of his prudence and justice is

the first in my esteem and in dignity, and only second to

myself for his fidelity and constant good-will to me, that

there is an ill-natured nation intermixed with all mankind,

that is averse to laws and unruly to kings, and of a different

conduct of life from others, that hateth monarchy, and is

ill-affected to our rule, I give order that these men, of

whom Haman my second father hath informed us, be de-
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stroyed with their wives and children, and that none of

them be spared, and that none pnt pity to them before

obedience to this decree. And I will this to be executed on
the fourteenth day of the twelfth month of this present

year, that so, when all that have enmity to ns are destroyed

in one day, we may be allowed to spend our lives in peace

hereafter." Now when this decree was carried to the cities

and all over the country, all made ready for the entire

destruction and massacre of the Jews on the day before

mentioned ; and they were very zealous about it at Susa in

particular. And the king and Haman spent their time in

feasting and drinking together, but the city was troubled.

§ 7. Now when Mordecaiwas informed of what had been

done, he rent his clothes and put on sackcloth, and sprinkled

ashes upon his head, and went about the city, crying out

that a nation that had done no wrong was to be destroyed.

And saying thus he went as far as the king's palace, and
there he stood, for it was not lawful for him to go into it in

that dress. The same thing was done by all the Jews that

were in the several cities wherein this decree was published,

who lamented and mourned on account of the calamities

denounced against them. But when certain persons told the

queen that Mordecai stood in the court-yard in mourning,

she was troubled at hearing this, and sent out people

to change his garments ; but as he could not be induced

to put off his sackcloth, because the terrible occasion that

forced him to put it on was not yet ceased, she called the

eunuch Achratheus, who was then present, and sent him to

Mordecai, in order to know of him what sad event had be-

fallen him, for which he was in mourning, and would not

put off at her desire the dress he had put on. Then did

Mordecai inform the eunuch of the reason of his mourning,

and of the decree against the Jews which was sent by the

king all over the country, and of the promise of money
whereby Haman had bought the destruction of their nation.

He also gave him a copy of what was proclaimed at Susa

to carry to Esther ; and he charged her to petition the king

about the matter, and for the safety of her nation not to

think it a dishonourable thing to put on a humble dress,

wherein she might deprecate the ruin of the Jews, who
were in great peril ; for Haman, whose dignity was only
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inferior to that of the king, had accused the Jews, and had
irritated the king against them. When she was informed
of this, she sent to Mordecai again, and told him that she
was not summoned by the king, and that whoever went in

to him without being summoned was slain, unless the king,

if he wished to save any one, held out his golden sceptre to

him ; for to whomever he did so, although he went in with-

out being summoned, that person was so farfrom being slain,

that he obtained pardon, and was safe. Now when the
eunuch carried this message from Esther, Mordecai bade
him tell her that she must not look only to her own pre-

servation, but the common preservation of her nation, for

if she now neglected this opportunity, there would certainly

arise help for it from God some other way, but she and her
father's house would be destroyed by those whom she now
despised. Then Esther sent the same messenger back to

Mordecai and bade him go to Susa, and gather the Jews that

were there together to an assembly, and to fast and abstain

from all sorts of food on her account, and she with her
maidens would do the same ; and then she promised that

she would go to the king, though it was against the law,

and if she must die for it she would go through with it.

§ 8. And Mordecai did as Esther enjoined him, and
made the people fast, and together with them besought

God not to overlook his nation, particularly at that time,

when it was going to be destroyed ; but that, as he had
often before provided for them, and forgiven them when
they had sinned, so he would now deliver them from the

destruction which was denounced against them ; for

although it was not all the nation that had offended, yet

must they ingloriously be slain, but he himself was the

cause of the wrath of Hainan, "because," said he, "I
did not prostrate myself before him, nor could I endure

to pay that honour to him which I used to pay to thee, O
Lord, and it is owing to his anger against me that he has

contrived this present mischief against those that have not

transgressed thy laws." The multitude offered up the

same supplications, and entreated that God would see to

their deliverance, and free the Israelites in every land from

this calamity which was now coming upon them ;
for they

saw it already before their eyes and expected it. Esther also
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made supplication to God after the manner of her country, by
casting herself down upon the ground, and putting on
mourning apparel, and bidding farewell to meat and drink

and all pleasures for three days ; and she entreated God
to have mercy upon her, and to make her words appear

persuasive to the king, and to render her countenance more
beautiful than it was before, that both by her words and
beauty she might succeed in averting the king's anger, in

case he were at all irritated against her, and in protecting

those of her own country, now they were in the utmost
danger of perishing ; as also that he would excite a hatred

in the king against the enemies of the Jews, and those that

had contrived their future destruction, if they were still

despised by him.

§ 9. When Esther had used this supplication to God for

three days, she put off her mourning and changed her
•dress, and adorned herself as became a queen, and took
two of her handmaids with her, one of whom supported
her as she gently leaned upon her, and the other followed

her, and held up her large train (which swept along the

ground) with the extremities of her fingers : and thus she

came to the king, with a blush on her countenance, and
a pleasant attractiveness in, her behaviour and dignity.

Yet did she go in to him with fear. And as soon as she

came within sight of him, as he was sitting on his throne
in his royal apparel, which was a garment interwoven with
gold and precious stones, which made him seem to her
more terrible, especially as he looked at her somewhat
.severely, and with a countenance on fire with anger, im-
mediately her joints failed her from the dread she was in,

and she fainted in the arms of her handmaids. 1 But the
king changed his mind, by the will of God, I suppose, and
was concerned for his wife, lest her fear should bring some
very ill thing upon her, and leaped from his throne and
took her in his arms, and brought her round, embracing her
and speaking kindly to her, and exhorting her to be of

good cheer, and not to anticipate anything dreadful for

•coining to him without being summoned, ^for that law was
made for subjects, so that she, who was a queen as much

1 Surely we ought to read raig Trapa nXivpav ourrcac;. And so I have
•done.
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as he a king, was entirely secure. As he said this, he
put the sceptre into her hand, and laid his rod upon
her neck, on account of the law, to free her from her
fear. And after she had revived at this, she said, " My
lord, it is not easy for me to say what suddenly happened,
for as soon as I saw thee to be great and comely and
terrible, my spirit departed from me, and I had no soul left

in me." And as it was with difficulty and in a low voice
that she could say so much, the king was in great agony
and disorder, and encouraged Esther to be of good cheer,

and to look for the best, since he was ready, if occasion
should require it, to grant her half his kingdom. Then
Esther desired that he and his friend Haman would come
to her to a banquet, for she said she had prepared a supper.
He consented to it, and when they were there, as they
were drinking, he bade Esther let him know what she de-
sired, for she should not be disappointed, though she should
desire the half of his kingdom. But she put off the dis-

covery of her petition till the next day, if he would come
again, together with Haman, to banquet with her.

§ 10. Now as the king promised to do so, Haman went
away very glad, because he alone had the honour of supping
with the king at Esther's, and because no one else partook
of the same honour with kings but himself

;
yet when he

saw Mordecai in the court-yard, he was very much dis-

pleased, for he paid him no manner of respect when he
saw him. So he went home and called for his wife Zeresh
and his friends, and when they were come, he told them
what honour he enjoyed not only from the king, but from
the queen also, for he alone had that day supped with her
with the king, and was also invited again for the next
day ; but he said he was not pleased at seeing Mordecai the
Jew in the court-yard. Thereupon his wife Zeresh advised
him to give orders that a gallows should be made fifty

cubits high, and that in the morning he should ask of

the king that Mordecai might be hanged thereon. And he
commended her advice, and gave orders to his servants to
prepare the gallows, and to place it in the court-yard for

the punishment of Mordecai. And it was accordingly
prepared. But God laughed to scorn the wicked hope of
Haman, and as he knew what the event would be, was.
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pleased with what had been done. For that night he took

away the king's sleep ; and as he was not willing to lose

the time of his lying awake, but to spend it in something
that might be of advantage to his kingdom, he commanded
the scribe to bring him the chronicles of the former kings,

and the records of his own actions, and to read them to

him. And as he brought them and read them, one was found
to have received an estate on account of his bravery on a

certain occasion, and his name was set down ; another was
found to have had a present made him on account of his

fidelity : and then the scribe came to Bagathous and Theo-
destes, the eunuchs that had made a conspiracy against the

king, whom Mordecai had informed against. And when
the scribe read no more than that, and was going on to

another event, the king stopped him, and inquired, whether
it was not added that Mordecai had a reward given him ?

And when he said there was nothing written about it, he
bade him leave off, and inquired of those who were told off

for that purpose, what hour of the night it was ? And when
he was informed that it was already day, he gave order that

if they found any of his friends already come, and standing

before the palace, they should tell him. Now it happened
that Haman was found there, for he was come sooner
than usual, to petition the king to have Mordecai put to

death. So when his servants said that Haman was before

the palace, the king bade them call him in ; and when he
was come in, he said, " Because I know that thou only art

my fast friend, I desire thee to give me advice, how I may
honour one that I greatly love, in a manner suitable to my
magnificence." Now Haman reasoned with himself, that the
opinion he should give would be for himself, since it was he
;alone who was beloved by the king ; so he gave that advice
which he thought the best. He said, " If thou wouldest
truly honour a man whom thou sayest thou dost love,

make him ride on horseback, with the same garment
•on which thou wearest, and with a gold chain about his

neck, and let one of thy intimate friends go before him,
and proclaim through the whole city, that he whom the
king honoureth obtaineth this mark of his honour." This
was the advice which Haman gave, supposing that the
honour would be his. And the king was pleased with the
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advice, and said, " Go then, for thou hast the horse,

the garment, and the chain, ask for Mordecai the Jew,
and give him those things, and go before his horse, and
proclaim accordingly ; for thou art (he added) my intimate

friend, and hast given me good advice ; carry out therefore

thyself what thou hast advised me to do. This shall

be his reward from me for preserving my life." When
he heard this order, which was entirely unexpected, he
was confounded in his mind, and scarce knew what to do.

However he went out and took the horse and purple gar-

ment and golden chain for the neck, and finding Mordecai
before the palace clothed in sackcloth, he bade him put
that dress off, and put the purple garment on : but
Mordecai, not knowing the truth, and thinking that it was
done in mockery, said, " O thou wretch, thou vilest of all

mankind, dost thou laugh so at our calamities ? " But
when he was satisfied that the king bestowed this honour
upon him, for the safety he had procured him, when he had
informed against the eunuchs who had conspired against

him, he put on the purple garment which the king always
wore, and put the chain about his neck, and got on horse-

back, and went round the city, while Hainan went before,

and proclaimed, " This shall be the reward which the king-

will bestow on the man whom he loves and esteems worthy
of honour." And when they had gone round the city,

Mordecai went in to the king, but Haman went home
full of shame, and informed his wife and friends of what
had happened with tears. And they said that he would
never now be able to be revenged on Mordecai, for God
was with him.

§ 11. Now while they were thus talking to one another,

Esther's eunuchs came to hasten Hainan to supper ; and
one of the eunuchs, named Sabuchadas, seeing the gallows
that was fixed in Hainan's house for Mordecai, inquired of

one of the servants, why they had prepared it ? And when
he learned that it was for the queen's uncle, because Haman
was about to petition the king that he might be punished,
he held his peace for the time. Now when the king was
feasting with Haman at the banquet, he desired the queen
to tell him what gift she wished to obtain, and assured her
that she should have whatever she had a mind to. She
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then lamented the danger her people were in, and said that

she and her nation were given up to be destroyed, and
so she spoke about the matter; for she would not have
troubled him if he had only given order that they should

be sold into bitter servitude, for such an evil would not

have been intolerable, but she desired that they might be

delivered from this destruction. And when the king in-

quired of her who was the author of this, she then

openly accused Haman, and proved that he had been the

wicked instrument of this, and had formed this plot against

them. When the king was troubled at this, and bounded
away from the banquet into the garden, Haman began to

beg and beseech Esther to forgive him his offences, for he
perceived that he was in a very bad case. And as he had
fallen upon the queen's couch, and was making suppli-

cation to her, the king came in, and being still more
provoked at that sight, said, " O thou vilest of all man-
kind, dost thou attempt to force my wife ? " And when
Haman was dismayed at this, and unable to speak one
word more, Sabuchadas the eunuch came in, and accused
Haman, and said he found a gallows at his house prepared
for Mordecai, for the servant had told him so much upon
his inquiry, when he went to summon Haman to supper.

He said further, that the gallows was fifty cubits high.

When the king heard this, he determined that Haman
should be punished in no other manner than that which
he had devised against Mordecai ; so he gave orders that

he should be hung immediately upon that gallows, and so

die. And hence I cannot forbear to admire God, and to

recognize his wisdom and justice, not only in punishing the
wickedness of Haman, but in so disposing it, that he should
undergo the very same punishment which he had contrived

for another ; as also, because he thereby teaches others this

lesson, that what mischief anyone prepares against another,

he, without knowing it, first contrives against himself.
1

§ 12. Haman then, having immoderately abused the

honour he had from the king, perished in this manner,
and the king granted his estate to the queen. He also

sent for Mordecai, (for Esther had informed him that

1 Sie Hesiod, Works and Bays, 265 ; Ovid, A. A. i. 655, 656.
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she was akin to him,) and gave him the ring which
he had before given to Haman. The queen also gave
Hainan's estate to Mordecai, and prayed the king to deliver

the nation of the Jews from the fear of death, and showed
him what had been written over all the country by Haman
the son of Amadatha : for if her country were destroyed,

and her countrymen were to perish, she could not bear to

live any longer. And the king promised her, that he would
not purposely do anything that should be disagreeable to

her, nor go counter to what she desired, but bade her write

what she pleased about the Jews in the king's name, and
seal it with his seal, and send it all over his kingdom, for

those who read letters whose authority was secured by
having the king's seal on them would no way oppose what
was written therein. So he commanded the king's scribes

to be sent for, and to write to the nations on the Jews'

behalf, and to his lieutenants and governors, that were
over his hundred and twenty- seven satrapies from India to

Ethiopia. Now the contents of his letter were as follows.

" The great king Artaxerxes sendeth greeting to our rulers,
1

and to those that are our faithful subjects. Many men
there are, who, on account of the greatness of the benefits

bestowed on them, and because of the honour which they

have obtained from the wonderfully kind treatment of

those that bestowed it, act not only outrageously to their

inferiors, but do not scruple to do evil to those that have

been their benefactors, as if they would take away grati-

tude from men, and from their want of tact turn their abun-

dant and unexpected blessings against the authors of them,

and suppose they shall he concealed from God in that case,

and escape the vengeance which comes from him. Some
of these men, when they have the management of affairs

1 The true reason why king Artaxerxes did not revoke his former

barbarous decree for the universal slaughter of the Jews, but only

empowered the Jews to fight for their lives, and to kill their enemies

if they attempted their destruction, seems to have been that old law

of the Medes and Persians, not yet laid aside, that whatever decree was

signed both by the king and his lords, 'could not be changed/ but

remained unalterable, Daniel vi. 7-17, Esther i. 19, and viii. 9. And
Haman having engrossed the royal favour might perhaps have himself

signed this decree for the Jews' slaughter instead of the ancient lords,

and so might have rendered it by their rules irrevocable.—W.
II. U
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committed to them by their friends, and bear private

malice of their own against some others, deceive and per-

suade those that are in power to be angry at such as

have done them no harm, by laying false accusations and
calumnies, till they are in danger of perishing. Nor is this

state of things only to be discovered by ancient examples,

or such as we have learned by report only, but by some
examples of such impudent attempts under our own eyes,

so that it is not fit to attend henceforth to calumnies and
accusations, nor to the persuasions of others, but to judge

of actions by one's own knowledge, and to punish what
justly deserves it, and to grant favours to such as are

innocent. Haman, the son of Amadatha, an Amalekite by
race and alien from the blood of the Persians, is a good

example of what I mean, for though he was hospitably

entertained by us, and partook of that kindness which we
bear to all men to so great a degree as to be eventually

called my father, and to be all along prostrated to, and to

have honour paid him by all next to the royal honour
due to ourselves, he could not bear his good fortune, nor

wisely and soberly turn to good account the magnitude of

his prosperity, nay, he even made a conspiracy against

my kingdom and life, (though I gave him his authority,)

by endeavouring to take off Mordecai, my benefactor and
saviour, and by basely and treacherously asking to have

Esther, the partner of my life and dominions, brought to

destruction ; for he wished by this means to deprive me
of my faithful friends,

1 and to transfer the kingdom to

others. But since I find that these Jews, who were

devoted by this cursed fellow to destruction, are not

wicked men, but conduct their lives in the best manner,
and are men devoted to the worship of that God who
has preserved the kingdom to me and my ancestors, I

do not only free them from the punishment which the

1 These words give an intimation as if Artaxerxes suspected a deeper

design in Hainan than openly appeared, viz. That knowing the Jews
would not be faithful to him, and that he could never transfer the crown to

his own family, who was an Agagite, Esth. iii. 1-10, or of the posterity

of Agag, the old king of the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. 8-33, while they

were alive, and spread over all his dominions, he therefore endeavoured
to destroy them.—W.
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former letter, which was sent by Hainan, ordered to be in-

flicted on them, (to which if yon do not attend yon will do
well,) bnt I also will that they have all honour paid to them.
And I have hanged up the man that contrived such things

against them with his family before the gates in Susa, that

punishment being sent upon him by G-od who seeth all

things. And I charge you to publicly set up a copy of this

letter throughout all my kingdom, that the Jews may be

permitted peaceably to use their own laws, and that you
assist them, that, at the very season wherein their misery was
to begin, theymay defend themselves the very same dayfrom
unjust violence, namely on the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, which is Adar, for God has made that day a day
of salvation to them instead of a day of destruction. And
may it be a good day to those that wish us well, and a me-
morial of the punishment of the conspirators against us

!

And I will that you take notice, that every city, and every

nation, that shall disobey anything that is contained in

this letter, shall be destroyed by fire and sword. And let

this letter be published throughout all the country that

is under our rule, and let all the Jews by all means be

ready against the day before-mentioned, that they may
avenge themselves upon their enemies."

§ 13. Then the horsemen who carried these instructions

went the ways which they were to go with speed. But as

for Mordecai, as soon as he had put on the royal gar-

ment and the crown of gold, and had put the chain about

his neck, he appeared in public, and when the Jews who
were at Susa saw him in so great honour with the king,

they thought his good fortune was common to themselves

also. And joy and the light of salvation came upon the

Jews both in the cities and provinces upon the publication

of the king's letter, so that many even of other nations

circumcised their foreskins for fear of the Jews, that they

might procure safety to themselves thereby. For on the

thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which according to

the Hebrews is called Adar, but according to the Mace-

donians Dystrus, those that carried the king's letter gave

them notice, that on the very day whereon their danger

was to have been, they should destroy their enemies. And
now the rulers of the satrapies, and tyrants and kings and
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scribes, held the Jews in esteem, for the fear they were

in of Mordecai forced them to act with discretion. Now
when the royal decree had spread over all the country that

was subject to the king, it so fell out that the Jews at

Susa slew about five hundred of their enemies. And when
the king had told Esther the number of those that were

slain in that city, but did not know what had been done in

the provinces, and asked her whether she would have any
thing done further against them, for if so it should be done
accordingly : she begged that the Jews might be permitted

to treat their remaining enemies in the same manner the

next day, as also that they might hang the ten sons of

Hainan upon the gallows. And the king ordered the Jews,

to do so, being desirous not to oppose Esther. So they

banded themselves together again on the fourteenth day
of the month Dystrus, and slew about three hundred of

their enemies, but touched nothing of their possessions.

Now seventy-five thousand of their enemies were slain by
the Jews that were in the provinces and in the other

cities, and these were slain on the thirteenth day of the

month, and the next day they kept as a festival. Simi-

larly the Jews that were in Susa gathered themselves

together, and feasted on the fourteenth and fifteenth days
of the same month. Hence even now all the Jews all over

the world keep festival these days, and send portions to

one another. Mordecai also wrote to those Jews that

lived in the kingdom of Artaxerxes to observe these days,,

and celebrate them as festivals, and hand them down to
posterity, that this festival might continue for all time to

come, and that it might never be buried in oblivion, for

since they were about to be destroyed in those days by
Haman, they would do right, as they had escaped the
danger in them, and inflicted punishment on their enemies,,

to observe those days, and give thanks to Grod on them.
For this cause the Jews still keep the forementioned daysr

and call them days of Phrurim [or Purim] . And Mordecai
became a great and illustrious person with the king, and
assisted him in the government, and also enjoyed the
company of the queen : so that the affairs of the Jews,

were by their means better than they could ever have
hoped for. And this was the state of the Jews during the
reign of Artaxerxes.
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CHAP. VII.

How John slew his Brother Jesus in the Temple ; and how
Bagoses offered many Injuries to the Jews ; also what

Sanballat did.

§1.

WHEN" Eliashib the high priest was dead, his son Judas

succeeded him in the high priesthood: and when
he also was dead, his son John took that dignity; on
whose account it was that Bagoses, the general of another

Artaxerxes's army, polluted the temple, and imposed tri-

bute on the Jews, that out of the public stock, before they

offered the daily sacrifices, they should pay for every lamb
fifty shekels. The reason of this was as follows. Jesus

was the brother of John, and was a friend of Bagoses,

who had promised to procure him the high priesthood.

Relying on his support, Jesus quarrelled with John in

the temple, and so provoked his brother, that in his anger

he slew him. Now it was a horrible thing for John, when
he was high priest, to perpetrate so great a crime ; and so

much the more horrible, that there never was so cruel and

impious a thing done either by the Greeks or barbarians.

However, G-od did not neglect its punishment, for the

people were on that very account enslaved and the temple

polluted by the Persians. For when Bagoses, the general

of Artaxerxes's army, knew that John, the high priest of

the Jews, had slain his own brother Jesus in the temple,

he came upon the Jews immediately, and began in anger to

say to them, "Have you dared to perpetrate a murder

in" your temple?" And as he was about to go into

the' temple, they tried to prevent his doing so; but he

said to them, " Am not I purer than he that committed

murder in the temple ? " And when he had said these

words, he went into the temple. Bagoses seized upon

this pretext, and punished the Jews seven years for the

murder of Jesus.

§ 2. Now when John departed this life, his son Jaddus

succeeded him in the high priesthood. He had a brother

whose name was Manasseh. Now there was one Sanballat,
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who was sent into Samaria as satrap by Darius, the

last king of Persia. He was a Cuthsean by race, of the

same stock as the Samaritans. This man knew that the

city of Jerusalem was a famous city, and that their kings

had given a great deal of trouble to the Assyrians and to the

people of Coele-Syria, so he willingly gave his daughter,

whose name was Nicaso, in marriage to Manasseh, thinking

this alliance by marriage would be a pledge and security

that the nation of the Jews would continue their good-will

to him.

CHAP. VIII.

Concerning Sanballat and Manasseh, and the Temple which

they built on Mount Gerizim ; as also how Alexander

made his Entry into the City of Jemsalem, and what
Benefits he bestowed on the Jews.

§ L
ABOUT this time it was that Philip, king of Macedon,

was treacherously assaulted and slain at Aegae 1 by
Pausanias, the son of Cerastes, who was descended from the

family of the Orestse. And his son Alexander succeeded

him in the kingdom, and crossed over the Hellespont, and
overcame the generals of Darius' s army in a battle fought
at the Granicus,

2 and marched into Lydia, 3 and subdued
Ionia,

4 and overran Caria,
5 and attacked the region of

Pamphylia, 6
as has been related elsewhere.

§ 2. Now the elders of Jerusalem, being very indignant

that the brother of Jaddus the high priest, as he was married
to a foreigner, shouldbe a partnerwithhim in the high priest-

hood, formed a party against him ; for they esteemed his mar-
riage an encouragement to such as should be desirous of

1 The ancient capital of Macedonia, now Vodena.
8 The Koja Chat, which falls into the Sea of Marmora near the Dar-

danelles.
3 In the western part of Asia Minor ; its capital was Sardis.
4 The district of Asia Minor inhabitated by Ionian Greeks; it lay on

the west coast, between Phoca'a and Miletus.
6 A country in the south-west angle of Asia Minor.
6 A country on the south coast of Asia Minor, on the gulf of Adalia.
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transgressing by marrying strange wives, and thought this

would be the beginning of intercourse with foreigners, al-

though the offence of some about marriages, and their hav-
ing married wives that were not of their own country, had
been the cause of their former captivity, and of the miseries

they then underwent. A So they commanded Manasseh to

divorce his wife, or not to approach the altar, the high
priest himself joining with the people in their indignation

against his brother, and excluding him from the altar.

Whereupon Manasseh went to his father-in-law Sanballat,

and told him, although he loved his daughter Nicaso,

yet he was not willing to be deprived of his sacerdotal dig-

nity on her account, for it was the principal dignity in their

nation, and always continued in the same family. Then
Sanballat promised not only to preserve to him his priest-

hood, but to procure for him the power and dignity of

high priest, and to make him governor of all the places he
himself now ruled over, if he would retain his daughter

as his wife. He also said further, that he would build

a temple like that at Jerusalem upon Mount Gerizim, 1

which is the highest of all the mountains in Samaria,

and he promised that he would do this with the appro-

bation of Darius the king. Manasseh was elated by
these promises, and stayed with Sanballat, supposing that

he should get the high priesthood from Darius, for it

happened that Sanballat was already in years. But there

was now a great disturbance among the people of Jerusa-

lem, because many of the priests and Levites were en-

tangled in such marriages. For they all revolted to

Manasseh, and Sanballat afforded them money, and
divided among them land for tillage, and gave them habi-

tations also, in order in every way to gratify his son-in-law.

§ 3. About this time it was that Darius heard that

Alexander had passed over the Hellespont, and had beaten

his satraps in the battle of the Granicus, and was proceed-

ing further ; whereupon he gathered together an army of

horse and foot, and determined that he would meet the

1 Now Jebel et- Tor, south of Ndblus. Josephus is in error in suppos-

ing it to be the highest mountain in Samaria, for it is lower than Ebal.

For a description of the ruins on its summit see the " Quarterly State-

ments of the Palestine Exploration Fund for 1873," p. 66.
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Macedonians before they should invade and conquer all

Asia. So he crossed over the river Euphrates, and
marched over Taurus the Cilician mountain, 1 and waited

for the enemy at Issus
2
in Cilicia, intending there to give

him battle. And Sanballat was glad that Darius was
come down, and told Manasseh that he would at once per-

form his promises to him, directly Darius should come
back, after he had beaten his enemies ; for not he only,

but all those that were in Asia also, were persuaded
that the Macedonians would not so much as come to a
battle with the Persians, on account of their numerous
host. But the event proved other than they expected, for

Darius joined battle with the Macedonians, and was
beaten, and lost a great part of his army. His mother
also, and his wife and children, were taken captive, and he
fled into Persia. Then Alexander came into Syria, and took
Damascus, and when he had become master of Sidon, he
besieged Tyre, and sent a letter to the Jewish high priest,

bidding him send him some auxiliaries, and supply his

army with provisions ; and henceforth to pay to him the tri-

bute he hadformerlypaid to Darius, and to choose the friend-

ship of the Macedonians, for he should never repent of so

doing. But the high priest . answered the letter-carriers

that he had given his oath to Darius not to bear arms
against him, and said he would not break his word while
Darius was in the land of the living. Upon hearing this

answer Alexander was very angry, and though he deter-

mined not to leave Tyre, which was just on the eve of being
taken, yet he threatened that, as soon as he had taken it,

he would make an expedition against the Jewish high
priest, and through him teach all men to whom they must
keep their oaths. So he energetically pushed on the siege

and took Tyre, and settled its affairs, and marched to the
city of Gaza, 3 and besieged both the city and commander of
the garrison, whose name was Babemeses.

§ 4. And Sanballat thought he had now got a good

1 Darius crossed the Araanus Mountains, now the Giaour Dagh, east
of the gulf of Scandenln, and not the Taurus Mountains.

2 On the plain north of Alexandretta, at the north-east corner of the
Mediterranean.

:1 Ghuzzeh.
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opportunity for his plan, so he renounced Darius, and
taking with him seven thousand of his subjects, went to

Alexander, and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre,

told him that he would deliver up to him those places

that were in his power, and gladly accept him as his

lord instead of king Darius. And when Alexander had
received him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage and
spoke to him about his plans. He told him that he had a

son-in-law Manasseh, who was brother to the high priest

Jaddus, and that there were many others of his own
nation now with him that were desirous to have a temple

in the region that was under him ; and that it would
be for the king's advantage to have the strength of the

Jews divided into two, lest, if the nation was of one

mind and united, upon any revolutionary attempt it

should prove troublesome to him, as it had formerly

proved to the kings of Assyria. Thereupon Alexander
gave Sanballat leave to do so, and he used the utmost dili-

gence, and built the temple, and made Manasseh the priest,

and deemed it a very great honour that his daughter's

children should have that dignity. But when the seven

months of the siege of Tyre were over, and the two of the

siege of Gaza, Sanballat died, and Alexander, when he had
taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Jerusalem. And Jaddus
the high priest, when he heard that, was in an agony and
dread, not knowing how he should meet the Macedonians,

since the king was displeased at his previous contumacy.

He therefore ordered the people to make supplications,

and to join him in offering sacrifice to God, whom he be-

sought to protect and deliver the nation from the perils

that were coming upon them. Thereupon God warned
him in a dream, as he was asleep after he had offered

sacrifice, to take courage, and adorn the city, and open the

gates ; that the rest were to appear in white garments, but

that he and the priests were to meet the king in the gar-

ments proper to their order, without dread of any evil

consequences, which the providence of God would prevent.

Upon this, when he rose from his sleep, he greatly re-

joiced ; and declared to all the warning he had received

from God, and acted entirely according to his dream, and
waited for the coming of the king.
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§ 5. And when he heard that the king was not far

from the city, he went out in procession, with the priests

and mass of the citizens. The procession was impos-

ing, and the manner of it different from that of other

nations. It reached a place called Sapha, 1 which word,

translated into Greek, signifies a prospect, for you have

thence a prospect both of Jerusalem and of the temple.

Now when the Phoenicians and Chaldaeans that followed

the king thought they should have liberty to plunder

the city, and torture the high priest to death, which

the king's displeasure made probable, the very reverse

of this happened. For Alexander, when he saw the

multitude at a distance in white garments, while the

priests stood clothed in their fine linen, and the high

priest in purple and gold robes, with his mitre on his

head, and the golden plate in it whereon the name of

G-od was engraved, he approached by himself, and adored
that Name, and first saluted the high priest. The Jews
also with one. voice saluted Alexander, and surrounded
him, whereupon the kings of Syria and the rest were
astonished at what Alexander had done, and supposed
him disordered in mind. However, Parinenio alone

went up to him, and asked him, " How it came to pass,

that when all others adored him, he should adore the

high priest of the Jews ? " To whom he replied, " I did
not adore him, but that G-od who has honoured him
with the high priesthood. For I saw this very person in

a dream in these very robes, when I was at Dium 2 in

Macedonia, who, when I was considering with myself how
I might obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me to

make no delay, but boldly to cross over, for he would con-

duct my army, and would give me the dominion over the

Persians. And so having seen no other in such robes, and
now seeing this person in them, and remembering that

vision, and the exhortation which I had in my dream, I

believe that I bring this army under the divine conduct,

and shall conquer Darius, and destroy the power of the

1 The ' Scopos' of Jewish War, ii. 19, § 4, 7, and v. 2, § 3. It was
on the north road, on the brow of the hill overlooking Jerusalem, and
seven furlongs from the city walls.

8 Near the village of Malathria.
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Persians, and that all things will succeed according to>

what is in my mind." When he had said this to Par-

menio, and had given the high priest his right hand.,

the priests ran along by him, and he entered the city.

And when he went up into the temple, he offered sacrifice

to God according to the high priest's direction, and hand-

somely treated both the high priest and the priests. And
when the book of Daniel was shown him, 1 wherein Daniel

declared that one of the Greeks should destroy the empire

of the Persians, he supposed that he was the person

meant, and full of joy dismissed the multitude for

the present, but the next day called them to him, and
bade them ask what favours they pleased of him.

Thereupon the high priest begged that they might enjoy

the laws of their forefathers, and might pay no tribute

every seventh year, and he granted all they desired.

And when they entreated him that he would permit the

Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their own laws also,

he willingly promised to do what they asked. And when
he said to the people that if any of them would enlist

in his army, on condition that they should continue in the

laws of their forefathers, and live according to them, he

was willing to take them with him, many engaged in his

service.

§ 6. When Alexander had thus settled matters at Jeru-

salem, he led his army to the neighbouring cities. And as

all the people to whom he went received him with great

kindness, the Samaritans, who had then Shechem 2
for their

metropolis (a city situate near Mount Grerizim, and in-

habited by apostates of the Jewish nation), seeing that

Alexander had so greatly honoured the Jews, determined

to profess themselves Jews. For such is the disposition

of the Samaritans, as I have already elsewhere stated, that

when the Jews are in adversity they deny that they are

akin to them, confessing then the truth ; but when they

perceive that some good fortune has befallen them, they

immediately pretend to be related "to them, saying that

1 The place showed Alexander might be Dan. vii. 6, viii. 3-8, 20, 21,

22, xi. 3, some or all of them very plain predictions of Alexander's con-

quests and successors.—W.
2 Ndblus.
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they belong to them, and trace their genealogy from the

posterity of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh. Accord-

ingly, they met the king with splendour, and exhibited

great zeal for his person, at a little distance from Jerusa-

lem. And when Alexander had commended them, the

Shechemites approached him, having with them the troops

that Sanballat had offered to send him, and they desired

that he would come to their city and do honour to their

temple also. And he promised that when he returned he

would come to them. And when they petitioned that he

would remit their tribute every seventh year, because they

did not sow therein, he asked who they were that made such

a petition. And when they said that they were Hebrews,
but had the name of Sidonians living at Shechem, he
asked them again, whether they were Jews ; and when
they said they were not Jews, " It was to the Jews," said

he, "that I granted that privilege; however, when I

return, and am more thoroughly informed by you of this

matter, I will do what I shall think proper." And in

this manner he took leave of the Shechemites : but ordered

that the troops of Sanballat should follow him into

Egypt, because he designed to give them lands there which
he did a little after in the Thebaid, 1 having ordered them to

garrison that country.

§ 7. Now when Alexander was dead, his dominions were
divided among his successors, but the temple upon Mount
Gerizim remained. And if any one were accused by those

at Jerusalem of having eaten things common, or of

having broken the Sabbath, or of any other offence of the

like nature, he fled away to the Shechemites, and said that

he was accused unjustly. About this time Jaddus the

high priest died, and Onias his son succeeded him in the

high priesthood. This was the state of the affairs of the

people of Jerusalem at this time.

1 The Thebaid on the Nile, in the vicinity of Luxor.
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BOOK XII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OP A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY
YEARS. PROM THE DEATH OP ALEXANDER THE GREAT"
TO THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS.

CHAP. I.

How Ptolemy, the Son of Lagus, took Jerusalem and Judcea
by Deceit and Treachery, and carried many of the Jews
thence and planted them in Egypt.

§1-
TVT OW, when Alexander, king of Macedon, had put an
-I- ^ end to the dominion of the Persians, and had settled
affairs in Judsea in the forementioned manner, he ended
his life. And as his empire fell to many, Antigonus
obtained Asia, Seleucns had Babylon and the other nations,
in that neighbourhood, Lysimachus got the Hellespont,
and Cassander had Macedonia, and Ptolemy the son of
Lagus got Egypt. And as these princes ambitiously
strove one against another, every one for his own princi-

pality, it came to pass that there were continual and long
wars, and the cities were sufferers, and lost a great many
of their inhabitants in those times of distress, insomuch
that all Syria through Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, under-
went the reverse of that appellation of Saviour l which he
then had. He also seized upon Jerusalem through de-
ceit and treachery: for as he entered the city on a
sabbath-day, as if he would offer sacrifice, he took the
city without any trouble, as the Jews did not oppose him,
for they did not suspect him to be their enemy, and they
spent that day always in rest and quietness, and when he had
made himself master of it, he ruled over it in a cruel

manner. And Agatharchides of Cnidos,
2
the historian of the

1 Ptolemy Soter.
2 Now Cape Krio, at the south-west corner of Asia Minor.
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acts of Alexander's successors, reproaches us with super-

stition, as if we had by it lost our liberty, for his words

.are as follows. " There is a nation called the nation of

the Jews, who inhabit a strong and great city, called Jeru-

salem, and allowed it to come into the hands of Ptolemy,

.being unwilling to take up arms, and so submitted to

.be under a hard master, because of their unseasonable

.superstition." This is what Agatharchides relates of our

nation. But when Ptolemy had taken a great many cap-

tives, both from the mountainous parts of Judaea, and
from the places about Jerusalem, and Samaria, and Mount
G-erizim, he led them all into Egypt, and settled them
there. And as he knew that the people of Jerusalem were

most faithful in the observance of oaths and covenants,

from the answer they made to Alexander when he sent an
embassage to them after he had beaten Darius in battle,

he distributed many of them into garrisons, and at

Alexandria gave them equal privileges as citizens with the

Macedonians themselves, and required of them to take

oaths that they would keep fidelity to the posterity of him
who committed those places to their care. And not a few
other Jews went into Egypt of their own accord, attracted

by the goodness of the soil and the liberality of Ptolemy.

However, there were dissensions between their posterity

and the Samaritans, on account of their determination to

preserve that conduct of life which was delivered to them
by their forefathers, and this was their contention ; those

of Jerusalem said that their temple was holy, and resolved

to send their sacrifices there ; but the Samaritans were re-

solved that they should be sent to Mount G-erizim.
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CHAP. II.

How Ptolemy Philadelphus caused the Laws of the Jews to be

translated into the Greek Tonaue ; and set many Captives

free ; and dedicated many Gifts to God.

*}WHEN Alexander had reigned twelve years, and after

him Ptolemy Soter forty years, Ptolemy Philadel-

phus next had the kingdom of Egypt, and held it forty

years save one. He caused the Jewish law to be inter-

preted, and set free a hundred and twenty thousand natives

of Jerusalem who were in slavery in Egypt. The reason

was as follows. Demetrius Phalereus, who was librarian

to the king, was endeavouring, if it were possible, to collect

all the books that were in the world, and to buy up what-
ever was anywhere valuable or agreeable, for he rivalled

the king's inclination (who was very earnestly set upon
collecting books). And when Ptolemy once asked him,
How many myriads of books he had already collected ? he
replied that he had already about two hundred thousand
books, but that, in a little time, he should have five hun-
dred thousand. He also said that he had been informed
that there were many books of laws among the Jews, worth
inquiring after and worthy of the king's library, but which,

being written in characters and in a dialect of their own,
would cause no small trouble to get translated into the

Greek tongue ; for the character in which they were written

seemed to be like that which was the proper character of

the Syrians, and its sound, when pronounced, was like

theirs also, and this sound appeared to be peculiar to

them. So he said nothing hindered their getting those

books translated also, for as nothing was wanting that

was necessary for that purpose, they might have their

books also in the library. So the king thought that Deme-
trius was very zealous to procure him abundance of books,

and that he suggested what was exceeding proper, and he

wrote to the Jewish high priest that this was to be done.

§ 2. Now there was one Aristaeus, who was among the
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king's most intimate friends, and on account of his modera-

tion very acceptable to him. This Aristaeus had resolved

frequently before now to petition the king that he would set

all the captive Jews in his kingdom free ; and he thought

this a convenient opportunity for the making that petition.

So he talked first with the captains of the king's body-

guards, Sosibius of Tarentum l and Andreas, and besought

them to assist him in what he was going to intercede with

the king for. And Aristaeus, having received their assent,

went to the king, and made the following speech to him :

" It is not right, O king, to allow ourselves to be deceived,

but to lay the truth open. For since we have determined
not only to get the laws of the Jews transcribed, but in-

terpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what means can
we do this, while so many of the Jews are now slaves in

thy kingdom? Do then what will be agreeable to thy
magnanimity and good nature ; free them from the
miserable condition they are in, for that G-od, who sup-

porteth thy kingdom, was the author of their laws, as I

have learned by particular inquiry ; for both these people,

and we also, worship the same God, the framer of all things.

We call him, and that truly, by the name of Zeus,
2 because

he breathes life into all men. Wherefore do thou restore

these men to their country for the honour of God, because
they pay peculiarly excellent worship to him. And know
this further, that though I be not akin to them by race,

nor one of the same country with them, yet do I desire

these favours to be done them, since all men are the work-
manship of G-od ; and I am sensible that he is well pleased

with those that do good. I therefore put up this petition

to thee, to do good to them."

§ 3. When Aristaeus had said this, the king looked upon
him with a cheerful and joyful countenance, and said,

" How many ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of

such as are to be made free ? " To which Andreas, who
stood by, replied, and said, " A few more than ten times
ten thousand." The king made answer, "And is this a
small gift that thou askest, Aristaeus ? " But Sosibius, and
the rest that stood by, said, that he ought to offer such a

1 Now Taranto, in Southern Italy.
2 Deriving Ztvg from ZJ]v, to live.
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thank-offering, as was worthy of his greatness of soul, to

that God who had given him his kingdom. With this

answer he was much pleased, and gave order, that when
they paid the soldiers their wages, they should lay down
twenty drachmae for every one of the slaves. And he
promised to publish a magnificent decree, about what they

requested, which should confirm what Aristaeus had pro-

posed, and especially what G-od willed should be done

;

whereby he said he would not only set those free who had
been led away captive by his father and his army, but those

who were in his kingdom before, and those also, if any
such there were, who had been brought away since. And
when they said that their redemption money would amount
to over four hundred talents, he granted it. A copy of this

this decree I have determined to preserve, that the mag-
nanimity of this king might be made known. Its contents

were as follows. " Let all those who were soldiers under

our father, and who, when they overran Syria and Phoenicia,

and laid waste Judaea, took the Jews captives, and made
them slaves, and brought them into our cities and into our

country, and then sold them, set them free, as also all those

that were in my kingdom before them, and if there be any

that have been lately brought thither, let their owners re-

ceive twenty drachmae for every slave ; and let the soldiers

receive this redemption money with their pay, but the rest

out of the king's treasury. For I suppose that they were

made captives without our father's consent and against

equity, and that their country was harassed by the licence

of our soldiers, who, by removing them into Egypt, made
a great profit out of them. Out of regard therefore to

justice, and out of pity to those that have been oppressed

contrary to equity, I enjoin those that have Jews in their

service "to set them at liberty upon receipt of the before-

mentioned sum, and that no one use any deceit about them,

but obey what is here commanded. And I will that they

give in their names, within three days after the publication

of this edict, to such as are appointed to carry it out, and

produce the slaves before them also, for I think this will be

for the advantage of my affairs. And let every one that

will inform against those that do not obey this decree, and

I will that their estates be confiscated to the king's trea-

II. x
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sury." When this decree was read to the king, it at first

contained all else that is here inserted, but only omitted

those Jews that had been brought into captivity formerly

and afterwards, who had not been distinctly mentioned, so

that he himself added these clauses out of his humanity

and great generosity. He also gave order that the pay-

ment, which was to take place all at once, should be divided

among the king's ministers and the officers of his treasury.

When this was done, what the king had decreed was quickly

brought to a conclusion in no more than seven days' time,

the number of talents paid for the captives being above four

hundred and sixty, and that because their masters required

the twenty drachmae for the children also, the king having

in effect commanded that these should be paid for, when
he said in his decree that they should receive the fore-

mentioned sum for every slave.

§ 4. Now when this had been done in so magnificent a

manner according to the king's will, the king ordered

Demetrius to give him in writing his sentiments concerning

the transcribing of the Jewish books ; for nothing is done
rashly by these kings, but all things are managed with great

circumspection. So I have subjoined a copy of these letters,

and set down the number of the vessels sent as gifts [to

Jerusalem], and the construction of every one, that the

carefulness of the artificer's workmanship, as it appeared
to those that saw it, and which workman made every vessel,

might be made manifest, and that on account of the excel-

lency of the vessels themselves. Now the copy of the

letter runs as follows. "Demetrius to the great king.

As thou, king, gavest me a charge concerning the collec-

tion of books that were still wanting to fill thy library,

and concerning the care that ought to be taken about such
as are imperfect, I have used the utmost diligence about
those matters ; and I inform thee that we want the books
of the Jewish legislation, with some others. For they are

written in the Hebrew characters, and being in the language
of that nation are to us unintelligible. It has also happened
to them, that they have been transcribed more carelessly

than they ought to have been, because they have not
hitherto had royal care taken about them. Now it is neces-

sary that thou shouldest have accurate copies of them.
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And indeed this legislation is full of wisdom and pure as
proceeding from God. That is why, as Hecatseus of Abdera l

says, the poets and historians make no mention of it, nor
of those men who lead their lives according to it, since it

is a holy law, and not to be published by profane mouths.
If then it please thee, O king, thou wilt write to the high
priest of the Jews, to send six of the elders out of every
tribe who are most skilful in the understanding of the
laws, that by them we may learn the clear and harmonious
sense of these books ; and may obtain an accurate interpre-

tation of their contents, and so may have such a collection

of them as may be worthy of thy desire."

§ 5. When this letter was sent to the king, he com-
manded that a letter should be written to Eleazar, the
high priest of the Jews, concerning these matters, and that
they should inform him at the same time of the release of

the Jews that had been in slavery among them. He also

sent fifty talents of gold for the making of large basons
vials and cups, and an immense quantity of precious

stones. He also gave orders to those who had the custody
of the chests that contained these stones, to give the arti-

ficers leave to choose out what sorts of them they pleased.

He also ordered that a hundred talents in money should
be sent to the temple for the sacrifices and for other uses.

Now I will give a description of these vessels, and the
manner of their construction, but not till after I have tran-

scribed a copy of the letter which was written to Eleazar the

high priest, who had obtained that dignity on the following

account. When Onias the high priest was dead, his son
Simon became his successor, who was called the Just, both
because of his piety towards G-od, and his kind disposition

to those of his own nation. When he died, and left only

an infant son who was called Onias, Simon's brother

Eleazar, of whom we are speaking, took the high priest-

hood ; and he it was to whom Ptolemy wrote as follows.

"King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high priest greeting. There
are many Jews who now dwell in my kingdom, whom the

Persians, when they were in power, carried away captive.

These were honoured by my father; some of them he placed

1 A town on the southern coast of Thrace.
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in the army, and gave them greater pay than usual ; to

others of them, who went with him into Egypt, he com-
mitted his garrisons and the guard of them, that they

might be a terror to the Egyptians. And when I had
succeeded to the kingdom, I treated all men with humanity*

and especially those that are thy fellow-citizens, of whom
I have set free above a hundred thousand that were slaves,

and paid the price of their redemption to their masters

out of my own revenues ; and I have admitted those that

are of a fit age into the number of my soldiers. And
such as are capable of being faithful to me, and fit for my
court, I have put in such a post, thinking this to be a very

great and acceptable gift which I devote to Grod for his

providence over me. And as I am desirous to do what
will be gratifying to them and all the other Jews in the

world, I have determined to procure an interpretation of

your law, and to have it translated out of Hebrew into

Greek, and put in my library. Thou wilt therefore do well

to choose out and send to me six men of good character

out of every tribe, who are now advanced in age. These by
their age will be skilful in the laws, and able to make
accurate interpretation of them : and when this shall be
finished, I think that I shall have done a glorious work*
And I have sent to thee Andreas, the captain of my body-
guard, and Aristseus, men whom I hold in very great

esteem, to discuss these matters with thee, by whom also

I have sent those first-fruits which I have dedicated to the
temple, and to the sacrifices, and to other uses, to the value

of a hundred talents. And if thou wilt let us know what
thou wouldst have further, thou wilt do a thing acceptable

to me."

§ 6. When this letter of the king was brought to Eleazarr

he wrote an answer to it with all the eagerness possible.
" Eleazar the high priest to king Ptolemy greeting. If

thou and thy queen Arsinoe, and thy children, be well, it

is well with us. When we received thy letter, we greatly

rejoiced at thy intentions : and when the multitude were
gathered together, we read it to them, and thereby made
them sensible of the piety thou hast towards G-od. We
also showed them the twenty vials of gold which thou
didst send, and thirty of silver, and the five large basons,,
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and the table for the show-bread ; as also the hundred
talents for the sacrifices, and for making whatever shall be
needful for the temple. These things Andreas and Aristseus,

those most honoured friends of thine, have brought us :

and truly they are persons of an excellent character, and
of great learning, and worthy of thy virtue. Know, then,

that we will gratify thee in this matter for thy advantage,
though we do what is unusual, for we ought to make a
return for the numerous acts of kindness which thou hast

done to our countrymen. We immediately, therefore, offered

sacrifices for thee and thy sister,
1 thy children and friends

;

and the people offered up prayers that thy affairs might be
to thy mind, and that thy kingdom might be preserved in

peace, and that the translation of our law might come to

the conclusion thou desirest, and be for thy advantage.

We have also chosen six elders out of every tribe, whom
we have sent, and the law with them. It will be only like

thy piety and justice, to return the law when it has been
translated, and to send back those to us in safety that

bring it. Farewell."

§ 7. This was the reply which the high priest made.
But it does not seem to me to be necessary to transcribe

the names of the seventy elders who were sent by
Eleazar, and carried the law. Their names were set down
at the end of the letter. However, I think it not im-

proper to give an account of those very valuable and
artistic presents which the king sent to God, that all may
see how great a regard the king had for God. For the king

allowed vast sums for them, and often visited the work-

men, and viewed their works, and suffered no carelessness

or negligence to damage their operations. And I will re-

late how magnificent all were as well as I am able, although

perhaps the nature of this history does not require such a

description, but I imagine I shall thereby recommend the

elegant taste and generosity of this king to those that

read this history.

§ 8. And first I will describe what belongs to the table.

It was indeed in the king's mind to make this table vastly

large in its dimensions ; but he gave orders that they

1 Arsinoe was both sister and wife of Ptolemy Philadelphia.



310 THE WORKS OF FLAVITJS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK XII.

should learn what was the size of the table which was
already at Jerusalem, and whether it were possible to make
one larger than it. And when he was informed how large

that was which was already there, and that nothing hin-

dered but a larger might be made, he said he was willing

to have one made that should be five times as large as the

present table, but his fear was that it might be useless in

their sacred ministrations, if it were too large, for he de-

sired that the gifts he presented them should not only be
for show, but should be useful also in their sacred minis-

trations. Inferring therefore that the former table was
made of so moderate a size for use, and not for want of

gold, he resolved that he would not exceed the former

table in size, but would make it exceed it in the variety and
beauty of its materials. And as he was quick in ob-

serving the nature of all things, and in having a just

notion of what was new and surprising, where there were
no delineations, he would invent such as were proper by
his own skill, and would show them to the workmen, and
command that such should be made, and that those which
were delineated should be most accurately copied with a
constant regard to their delineation.

§ 9. When therefore the workmen had undertaken to

make the table, they fashioned it in length two cubits and
a half, in breadth one cubit, and in height one cubit and a
half, and the entire structure was of gold. They also

made a crown of a handbreadth round it, with wave-work
wreathed about it, and with carving which imitated a cord,

and was admirably turned on its three parts ; for as they

were of a triangular figure, every angle had the same out-

line, so that when you turned them about, there was the

very same form without any variation. Now that part of

the crown-work that was enclosed under the table was very

beautifully carved, but that part which went round on the
outside was more elaborately adorned with most beautiful

ornaments, because it was exposed to sight and view. And
so it was that both those sides which were above the rest

were acute, and none of the angles, which I before said

there were, appeared less than another, when the table was
turned about. Now into the cord-work thus turned pre-

cious stones were inserted in rows parallel one to the other,
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enclosed in golden buttons which had holes in them ; but
the parts which were on the side of the crown, and were
exposed to sight, were adorned with a row of oval figures

obliquely placed, of the most excellent sort of precious
stones, which imitated rods laid close, and ran round the
table. And under these oval figures thus engraven the
workmen had put a crown all round, where the nature of

all sorts of fruit was represented, insomuch that bunches
of grapes hung, and corn and pomegranates were also re-

presented. And when they had made the stones to repre-

sent all the kinds of fruit before mentioned, each with its

proper colour, they made them fast with gold round the
whole table. The like disposition of the oval figures, and
of the engraved rods, was made under the crown, that the
table might on each side show the same appearance of

variety and elegance in its ornaments, so that neither the
position of the wave-work nor of the crown might be
different, although the table were turned on the other side,

but that the appearance of the same artificial contrivances

might reach as far as the feet. For they made a plate of

gold four fingers broad along the entire breadth of the

table, into which they inserted the feet, and then fastened

them to the table by buttons and button-holes, at the place

where the crown was situate, that so, whatever side the

table stood, it might exhibit the very same view of the ex-

quisite workmanship, and of the vast expense bestowed
upon it. And upon the table itself they engraved a
maeander, inserting very valuable stones in the middle of

it, like stars of various colours, as the carbuncle and the

emerald, each of which sent out most agreeable rays of

light to the spectators, and such stones of other sorts also

as were most curious and best esteemed, as being most
precious in their kind. Hard by this maeander a texture of

network ran round, the middle of which appeared like a

rhombus, into which were inserted rock crystal and amber,

which by their alternation gave wonderful delight to those

that saw them. The chapiters of the feet imitated the

buddings of lilies, while their leaves were bent under the

table, but so that the chives were seen standing upright

within them. Their base was made of a carbuncle, it was
one palm in depth, and eight fingers in breadth. Now
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they had engraven upon each of the feet, with a very fine

tool and with a great deal of pains, ivy and tendrils of the

vine with clusters of grapes, so natural that you would
guess they were real tendrils, for they were so very thin,

and so stood out at their extremities, that they moved with

the wind, and made one believe that they were the product

of nature, and not the imitation of art. They also made
the entire workmanship of the table appear to be threefold,

and the joints of the several parts were so deftly united

together as to be invisible, and the places were they were
joined could not be distinguished. Now the thickness of

the table was not less than half a cubit. So that this gift,

by the king's great generosity, by the great value of the

materials, and the variety of its exquisite structure, and
the artificer's skill in imitating nature with graving-tools,

was at length brought to perfection, the king being very

desirous that, though in size it was not to be different from
that which was already dedicated to G-od, yet in exquisite

workmanship, and novelty of contrivance, and in splendour
of construction, it should far exceed it, and be more notable

than that was.

§ 10. There were also two bowls of gold, ornamented
with scaly-work from its base half way up, with various

sorts of stone chased in the coils. Next to which there was
upon it a mseander a cubit in height, composed of stones

of all sorts of colours. And next to this was rod-work
engraven, and next to that was a rhombus in a texture of

net-work, extending to the brim of the bowl, while small
shields made of stones, beautiful in their kind, and of four

fingers' depth, filled up the middle parts. Bound the
brim of the bowl were wreathed leaves of lilies and convol-

vulus, and tendrils of vines. And this was the construc-

tion of the two bowls of gold, each containing two firkins.

But those which were of silver were much more bright and
splendid than mirrors, and you might see your countenance
in them more plainly than in mirrors. The king also

had thirty vials made, of which the parts that were of gold,

and not filled up with precious stones, were shaded over
with leaves of ivy and vines artificially engraven. And
these vessels were in an extraordinary manner brought to

this perfection, partly by the skill of the workmen who
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were admirable in such fine work, but much more by the

diligence and munificence of the king, who not only supplied

the artificers abundantly and with great generosity with

whatever they wanted, but also forbade public audiences

for the time, and came and stood by the workmen, and saw
the whole operation. And this was the reason why the

workmen exhibited such diligence, that they had regard to

the king, and to his great concern about the vessels, and so

kept the more closely to their work.

§11. These were the gifts sent by Ptolemy to Jeru-

salem, and dedicated to God there. And when Eleazar the

high priest had devoted them to God, and had paid due
respect to those that brought them, and had given them
presents to take back to the king, he dismissed them. And
when they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard

that they were come, and that the seventy elders were

come also, he sent at once for Andreas and Aristaeus, his

ambassadors, who came to him, and delivered him the

letters which they had brought him from the high priest,

and made answer to all the questions he put to them by
word of mouth. He then desired to see the elders that

came from Jerusalem to interpret the laws, and ordered

that everybody who came on other errands should be sent

away, which was a thing surprising and unusual for him to

do, for those that were drawn thither upon such occasions

used to come to him on the fifth day, but ambassadors at

the month's end. But now he sent those away, and waited

for these that were sent by Eleazar. And when the old men
came in with the presents which the high priest had given

them to bring to the king, and with the parchments upon
which they had their laws written in golden letters, he put

questions to them concerning those books ; and when they

had taken off the covers wherein they were wrapped, they

showed him the parchments. And the king admired the

thinness of those membranes, and the exactness of the

junctures which could not be perceived (so exactly were

they connected with one another) ; and this he did for a

considerable time. He then said that he returned them
thanks for coming to him, and still greater thanks to him
that sent them, and, above all, to that God whose laws

they happened to be. Then did the elders, and those that
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were present with them, cry out with one voice, wishing all

happiness to the king. Upon which he fell into tears from
excess of pleasure, it being natural to men to show the

same emotion in great joy. that they do in sorrow. And
when he had bidden them deliver the books to those that

were appointed to receive them, he greeted the men, and
said that it was but right to speak first of the errand he
had sent for them to execute, and then to address him-
self to them. He promised, however, that he would
celebrate this day on which they came to him as a remark-
able and eminent one every year throughout his whole
life. For their coming to him, and the victory which he
gained over Antigonus 1 by sea, happened to be on the very
same day. He also invited them to sup with him, and
ordered that they should have excellent lodgings provided
for them in the upper part of the city.

§ 12. Now he that was appointed to take care of the re-

ception of strangers, Nicanor by name, called for Doro-
theus, whose duty it was to make provision for them, and
bade him prepare for everyone of them what should be re-

quisite for their diet. Now things were ordered by the

king in the following manner; he took care for those that

belonged to every city, that did not use the same way of

living, that all things should be prepared for those that

visited him according to their custom, that being feasted

according to their usual method of living, they might be
the better pleased, and might not be offended at anything
as strange. And this was now done in the case of these

men by Dorotheus, who was put into this office because of

his great skill in matters belonging to life. So Nicanor by
him made all arrangements for their reception, and ap-
pointed them seats to sit on in two places, according as the
king had commanded him to do ; for he had commanded that
half of them should be set beside him, and the other half

behind his table, and he took care that no respect should
be omitted that could be shown them. And when they
were thus set down, he bade Dorotheus to minister to all

those that had come to him from Judaea in the manner
they were used to. So he declined the services of the

1 Antiochus II.
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sacred heralds, and those that slew the sacrifices, and the
rest that used to offer prayers, but called one of those that

were come to him, whose name was Eleazar, who was a
priest, and desired him to say prayers. So he stood in the

midst and prayed that all prosperity might attend the
king and his subjects. Upon this acclamation was made
by the whole company with joy and great noise; and when
that was over, they fell to eating their supper, and to the

enjoyment of what was set before them. And after a little

interval, when the king thought sufficient time had been
given, he began to talk philosophically to them, and he
asked every one of them some physical questions and such
as might throw light on such inquiries ; and when they had
explained all that had been asked by the king on every

point, he was well pleased with their answers. This took

up the twelve days in which they were entertained, and
whoever pleases may learn the particular questions in that

book of Aristseus', which he wrote on this very occasion.

§ 13. And as not only the king but the philosopher Mene-
demus also admired them, who said that all things were
governed by providence, and that it was probable that

thence it was that such force and beauty was discovered in

these men's words, they then left off asking any more such

questions. And the king said that he had gained very

great advantages by their coining, for he had received this

profit from them, that he had learned how he ought to rule

his subjects. And he ordered that they should have three

talents apiece given them, and that they should be con-

ducted to where they were to lodge. And after three days
had elapsed, Demetrius took them and went over seven

furlongs to an embankment in the sea near an island. And
when they had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the

northern parts, and showed them where they should meet,

which was in a house that was built near the shore, which
was a quiet place, and fit for their considering their work.

When he had taken them there, he entreated them, (now
they had all things about them which they wanted for the

interpretation of their law,) that they would suffer nothing

to interrupt them in their work. Accordingly, they made
an accurate interpretation with great zeal and great pains,

and continued to do this till the ninth hour of the day,
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when they rested and took care of their body, as food was
provided for them in great plenty : Dorotheus also, at the

king's command, brought them a great deal of what was
provided for the king himself. And in the morning they

went to the court, and saluted Ptolemy, and then went back

to their former place, where, when they had washed their

hands in the sea and bathed, they betook themselves to the

interpretation of the laws. Now when the law was tran-

scribed, and the labour of interpretation was over, which
•came to an end in seventy-two days, Demetrius gathered

all the Jews together to the place where the laws were
translated, and where the interpreters also were, and read

them over. And the multitude approved of those elders

that were the interpreters of the law, and also commended
Demetrius for his proposal, as the inventor of what was
greatly for their happiness, and begged that he would give

leave to their rulers also to read the law. Moreover they

all, both the priest and the elders, who had been the inter-

preters, and the principal men of their commonwealth,
made it their request, since the interpretation was happily

finished, that it might continue in the state it now was,

and might not be altered. And when they all commended
that idea, they enjoined, if anyone observed either anything
superfluous, or anything omitted, that he would review it

again, and have it laid before them and corrected ; which
was a wise action of theirs, that as the thing was judged to

have been well done, it might continue for ever.

§ 14. And the king rejoiced, when he saw that his design

in this matter was so usefully carried out; and he was
especially delighted with hearing the laws read to him, and
was astonished at the mind and wisdom of the legislator.

And he began to ask Demetrius, " How it came to pass,

since this legislation was so wonderful, that no one, either

of the poets or of the historians, had made mention of it."

Demetrius made answer, that no one had ventured to touch
upon the description of those laws, because they were
olivine and venerable, and because some that had attempted
it had been afflicted by God. He also told him, that Theo-
pompus had been desirous of writing something about them,
but was disturbed in his mind for more than thirty days, but
upon some intermission of his mental malady, he appeased
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God [by prayer], suspecting that his madness proceeded
from that cause. Nay, indeed, he further saw in a dream,,

that his mental malady befell him because he indulged
too great a curiosity about divine matters, and was desirous-

of publishing them to profane men ; and when he left off

the attempt, he recovered his understanding again. More-
over he informed him of Theodectes the tragic poet, of
whom it was reported, that when, in a certain play, he was
desirous to make mention of things that were contained in

the sacred books, he was afflicted with a disease in his;

eyes ; and that, upon his recognizing the cause of his.

disease, and appeasing God [by prayer], he was freed
from it.

§ 15. And when the king had received these books from
Demetrius, as I have already said, he venerated them, and
gave order that great care should be taken of them, that

they might remain uninjured. He also desired that the
interpreters would come often to him from Judaea, for it

would be profitable, he said, to them both on account of

the respect that he would pay them and the presents he
would make them : for he said it was now but right to

send them away, but if of their own accord they would
come to him hereafter, they should obtain all that their

wisdom deserved, and his generosity was able to give them.
So he sent them away for the time, and gave to every
one of them three excellent garments, and two talents of

gold, and a cup of the value of one talent, and the couch
whereon they had feasted. And these were the things he
presented to them. Also he sent by them to Eleazar the
high priest ten beds with feet of silver, and the furniture

belonging to them and a cup of the value of thirty talents
;

and besides these ten garments and a purple robe, and a very
beautiful crown, and a hundred pieces of the finest woven
linen, as also vials and dishes and ewers and two golden
bowls to be dedicated to God. He also desired him by
letter to give these interpreters leave, if any of them were
desirous of visiting him again, because he highly valued
the company of men of such learning, and would be very
willing to lay out his wealth upon such men. Such was
what came to the Jews, to their glory and honour, from
Ptolemy Philadelphus.
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CHAP. III.

How the Kings of Asia honoured the Nation of the Jews,

and made them Citizens of the Cities which they built.

THE Jews also obtained honours from the kings of

Asia, when they served with them. For Seleucus

Nicator made them citizens of the cities which he built in

Asia and in Lower Syria, and in the metropolis itself,

Antioch

;

x and gave them privileges equal to those of the

Macedonians and Greeks who dwelt there, insomuch that

those privileges continue to this very day. A proof of

this is that, as the Jews will not use oil prepared by
foreigners, they receive a certain sum of money from the

superintendents of the gymnasiums as the value of that

oil ; and when the people of Antioch would have deprived

them of that money in the last war, Mucianus, who was then

governor of Syria, secured it to them. And after that,

when Vespasian and his son Titus were masters of the

world, when the people of Alexandria and of Antioch

prayed that these privileges of citizenship might be taken

away, they did not obtain their request. In this behaviour

any one may see the equity and generosity of the Eomans,
especially of Vespasian and Titus, who although they

had had a great deal of trouble in the war against the

Jews, and were exasperated against them, because they did

not deliver up their arms, but continued the war to the

very last, yet did not take away any of their before-

mentioned privileges of citizenship, but restrained their

anger ; and resisted the prayers of the Alexandrians and
Antiochians, who were very powerful people, insomuch
that they did not yield to them, either out of their favour

to them, or out of their hatred to those whom they had
subdued in war ; nor would they repeal any of the ancient

favours granted to the Jews, but said that those who had
borne arms and fought against them had paid the penalty,

1 Antioch, on the Orontes, now Antakia.
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and that it was not just to deprive those that had not

•offended of the privileges they enjoyed.

§ 2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was similarly

affected to the Jews. For when the Ionians were very

angry with them, and besought Agrippa that they only

might have those privileges of citizenship which Antiochus, 1

the grandson of Seleucus, (who by the Greeks was called

God,) had bestowed on them, and asked if the Jews were
to be joint-partakers with them, that they might be obliged

to worship the gods they themselves worshipped, when these

matters were brought to trial, the Jews prevailed, and
obtained leave to use their own customs, Nicolaus of

Damascus pleading their cause, for Agrippa declared that

it was not lawful for him to make any change. And if any
one has a mind to know this matter accurately, let him
peruse the hundred and twenty-third and hundred and
twenty-fourth books of the history of this Nicolaus. Now,
as to this determination of Agrippa, it is not perhaps so

much to be admired, for at this time our nation had not

made war against the Romans. But one may well be

astonished at the magnanimity of Yespasian and Titus, that

after such great wars and struggles as they had with us,

they should use such moderation. But I will now return

to that part of my history whence I made the present

digression.

§ 3. It happened in the reign of Antiochus the Great,
2

who ruled over all Asia, that the Jews, as well as the

inhabitants of Ccele-Syria, suffered greatly, and their

land was sorely harassed : for as he was at war with

Ptolemy Philopator, and with his son Ptolemy, who was
called Epiphanes, it fell out that these nations were

equally sufferers, both when he was beaten and when
he was victorious, so that they were very like a ship

in a storm, which is tossed by the waves on both

sides, for just thus were they in their situation, in the

middle between Antiochus' s prosperity and reverses. But
when Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy he seized upon
Judsea : and when Philopator was dead his son sent out a

great army under Scopas as general against the inhabitants

1 Antiochus II., 261-246 B.C. 8 Antiochus III., 223-187 B.C.
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of Ccele-Syria, who took many of their cities and also our

nation, which, when he warred against it, went over to

him. But not long afterwards Antiochus overcame Scopas,

in a battle fought at the fountains of the Jordan, 1 and
destroyed a great part of his army. And afterwards,

when Antiochus subdued those cities of Coele-Syria which
Scopas had got into his possession, and Samaria among
them, the Jews of their own accord went over to him, and
received him into their city [Jerusalem,] and gave plentiful

provision to all his army and to his elephants, and readily

assisted him when he besieged the garrison that had been
left by Scopas in the citadel of Jerusalem. Thereupon
Antiochus thought it but just to requite the Jews' diligence

and zeal in his service, so he wrote to the generals of his

armies, and to his friends, and bore testimony to the good
behaviour of the Jews towards him, and informed them
what rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for that

behaviour. I will soon give the letters which he wrote to

his generals concerning them, but will first produce the
testimony of Polybius of Megalopolis, 2 who thus speaks in

the sixteenth book of his history. " Now Scopas, the general

of Ptolemy's army, marched to the upper parts of the
country, and in the winter-time overthrew the nation of the

Jews." He also says in the same book, " When Scopas was
conquered by Antiochus, Antiochus took Batanaea 3 and
Samaria 4 and Abila

5 and Gradara,
6 and shortly afterwards,

there came to him those Jews that dwelt near the holy
place which was called Jerusalem, concerning which, al-

though I have more to say, and particularly concerning the
presence of God in that holy place, yet do I put off that
history to another time." This is what Polybius relates.

But I will return to my narrative, when I have first pro-
duced the letters of king Antiochus.

1 The battle took place near Bdnids, in 198 B.C.
2 The capital of Arcadia in Greece ; the ruins are near the village of

Sindnu.
3 East of Jordan, a portion of the ancient district of Bashan.
4 The district or province of Samaria.
5 Abila in Peraea, one of the cities of the Decapolis ; now Abil, about

ten miles east of Umm Keis, Gadara.
e Now Umm Keis; see Life, § 9.
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" King Antiochus to Ptolemy greeting.

" Since the Jews, on our first entrance into their country,
showed their friendship towards us, and when we came to
their city [Jerusalem,] received us in a splendid manner,
and came to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance
of provisions to our soldiers and to the elephants, and
joined with us in driving out the garrison of Egyptians that
were in the citadel, I have thought fit to reward them, and
to repair the condition of their city, which has been
greatly injured by the reverses which have befallen its in-

habitants, and to bring those that have been dispersed
abroad back to it. And, in the first place, I have deter-

mined, on account of their piety, to bestow on them, as a
contribution to their sacrifices of animals that are fit for

sacrifice, and to their wine and oil and frankincense, twenty
thousand pieces of silver, and six sacred artabae of fine

Hour, and a thousand four hundred and sixty medimni of

wheat, and three hundred and seventy-five medimni of

salt. And these payments I will have fully paid them, as

I have ordered. I will also have the work about the

temple finished, and the porticoes, and if there be anything
else that wants building. As for the material of wood,
let it be brought out of Judaea itself and other coun-
tries, and from Libanus, tax free : and the same I will

have observed as to those other materials which will be
necessary, in order to render the temple more glorious.

And let all of that nation live according to the laws of

their own country ; and let the senate and the priests,

and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred singers, be
discharged from the poll-tax and crown-tax and other

taxes also. And that the city may the sooner be inhabited,

I grant a discharge from taxes for three years to its present

inhabitants, and to such as shall migrate to it before the

month Hyperberetaeus. I also discharge them for the future

from a third part of their tribute, that the losses they have
sustained may be repaired. As to all those that have been

carried away from their city, and are become slaves, we
grant to them and their children their freedom, and order

that their substance be restored to them."

§ 4. These were the contents of his letter. He also pub-

II. Y
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lished a decree throughout all his kingdom, in honour of

the temple, which contained what follows. " It shall be

lawful for no foreigner to come within the precincts of the

temple, which is forbidden also to the Jews, unless to those

who have purified themselves according to their national

custom. Nor let any flesh of horses, or of mules, or of

wild or tame asses, be brought into the city, or of leopards,

foxes, or hares, or in general of any animal which is for-

bidden to the Jews. Nor let their skins be brought into

it, nor let any such animal be bred in the city. Let them
only be permitted to use the sacrifices derived from their

forefathers, with which they are obliged to appease God.
And he that transgresseth any of these orders, let him pay
to the priests three thousand drachmae of silver." Antiochus
also bore testimony to our piety and fidelity in a letter of

his, written when he was informed of a rebellion in Phrygia
and Lydia, when he was in the upper satrapies, wherein he
commanded Zeuxis, the general of his forces, and his most
intimate friend, to send some of our nation out of Babylon
into Phrygia. The letter was as follows.

" King Antiochus to Zeuxis his Father greeting.

" If you are in health it is well, I am also in health.

Having been informed that a rebellion has broken out in

Lydia and Phrygia, I thought the matter required great

care : and upon deliberating with my friends what was to

be done, have resolved to remove two thousand families of

Jews, with their effects, out of Mesopotamia and Babylon,
unto the garrisons and places that lie most convenient. For
I am persuaded that they will be well-disposed guardians of

my dominions, because of their piety towards God, and be-

cause I know that my predecessors have borne witness to

them, that they are faithful, and do with alacrity what they

are desired to do. I will, therefore, though it be a laborious

work, that thou remove these Jews, promising' them that

they shall be permitted to use their own laws. And when
thou shalt have brought them to the places indicated, thou
shalt give everyone of them a place for building their houses,

and a piece of land to cultivate and to plant their vines

on, and thou shalt discharge them from paying taxes of
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the fruits of the earth for ten years : and let them have a
sufficient quantity of wheat for the maintenance of their
servants, until they get corn out of the earth : also let a
sufficient share be given to such as minister to them in the
necessaries of life, that, being treated by us with humanity,
they may show themselves the more zealous of our interests.

Take care likewise of that nation, as far as thou art able,

that they may not be troubled by anyone." Now this
testimony which I have produced is sufficient to declare
the friendship that Antiochus the Great had to the Jews.

CHAP. IV.

How Antiochus made a league with Ptolemy, and how Onias
provoked Ptolemy Euergetes to Anger, and how Joseph
brought things all right again, and entered into Friend-
ship with him, also the other things which were done by
Joseph and his son Hyrcanus.

§ i.

AFTER this, Antiochus made a friendship and league
with Ptolemy, 1 and gave him his daughter Cleopatra

in marriage, and yielded up to him Ccele-Syria and Samaria
and Judaea and Phoenicia by way of dowry. And upon
the division of the taxes between the two kings, all the
principal men farmed the taxes of their several countries,

and, collecting the sum that was assigned to them, paid
the same to the two kings. Now at this time the Sama-
ritans were in a nourishing condition, and much harassed
the Jews, ravaging their land, and carrying off slaves.

This happened when Onias was high priest, for after

Eleazar's death, his uncle Manasseh took the priesthood, and
when he too had ended his life, Onias received that dignity.

He was the son of Simon, who was called the Just, and
Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as I said before. This

Onias had a little soul, and was a great lover of money

;

and for that reason, because he did not pay the tax of

1 Ptolemy V., Epiphanes, 205-181 B.C.
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twenty talents of silver for the people, which his fore-

fathers paid to these kings out of their own estates, he

provoked to anger king Ptolemy Euergetes, 1 who was the

father of Philopator.* Euergetes sent an ambassador to

Jerusalem, and complained that Onias did not pay the

taxes, and threatened that if he did not receive them he
would parcel out their land, and send soldiers to dwell

upon it. When the Jews heard this message of the king,

they were confounded : but so avaricious was Onias, that

nothing of this put him about.
'

§ 2. Now there was one Joseph, young indeed in age r

but of great reputation among the people of Jerusalem for

character, sense, and uprightness. His father's name was
Tobias, and his mother was the sister of Onias the high

priest. She informed him of the coming of the ambas-
sador, for he was then sojourning at a village called Phicol,*

his native place. And he went to Jerusalem, and reproved

Onias for not seeing to the preservation of his country-

men, but bringing the nation into dangers, by not paying

this money, though it was for their benefit that he-

had received the authority over them, and had been made
high priest : but if he was so great a lover of money, as to

have the heart to see his country in danger on that account,

and the citizens suffering the greatest damage, he advised

him to go to the king, and petition him to remit either the

whole or a part of the sum demanded. Onias' s answer
was that he did not care for his authority, and was ready,

if it were possible, to lay down his high priesthood, and
that he would not go to the king, for he cared nothing at all

about the matter. Joseph then asked him, if he would
give him leave to go as ambassador on behalf of the

nation? He replied that he would. Thereupon Joseph
went up into the temple, and called the multitude together

to an assembly, and exhorted them not to be disturbed or

alarmed because of his uncle Onias' s carelessness, but
desired them to be at rest, and not to terrify themselves
with fear about it ; for he promised them that he would
be their ambassador to the king, and persuade him that

1 Ptolemy III., Euergetes, 247-222 B.C.
a Ptolemy IV., Philopator, 222-205 B.C.
3 Not identified.
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they had done him no wrong. And when the multitude
heard this, they returned thanks to Joseph. So he went
down from the temple, and treated Ptolemy's ambassador
in a hospitable manner, and presented him also with rich

gifts, and feasted him magnificently for many days, and
then sent him on to the king before him, and told him
that he would soon follow him. For he was now still more
desirous to go to the king, from the encouragement of the

ambassador, who urged him to go to Egypt, and promised
him that he would take care that he should obtain every-

thing that he desired of Ptolemy, for he was highly pleased

with his liberality and the gravity of his deportment.

§ 3. When Ptolemy's ambassador reached Egypt, he
told the king of the thoughtlessness of Onias, and in-

formed him of the good disposition of Joseph, who was
coming to him to excuse the multitude, as not having

done him any harm, for he was their champion. In short

he was so very profuse in his encomiums upon the young
man, that he disposed both the king and his wife Cleo-

patra to have a kindness for him before he arrived. And
Joseph sent to his friends at Samaria, and borrowed

money of them, and got ready what was necessary for his

journey, clothes and cups and beasts of burden, which

•cost about twenty thousand drachmae, and set out for Alex-

andria. Now it so happened that at this time all the

principal men and rulers went up from the cities of

Syria and Phoenicia to buy the taxes; for every year

the king sold them to the well-to-do men in each city.

And these men saw Joseph journeying on his way, and
jeered at him for his poverty and meanness. But when
he got to Alexandria, and heard that king Ptolemy was at

Memphis, he went up there to meet him. And as the

king was sitting in his chariot with his wife and friend

Athenion (who was the very person who had been ambas-

sador at Jerusalem, and been entertained by Joseph,)

directly Athenion saw him, he at once made him known to

the king, saying this was the person about whom on his

return from Jerusalem he had told the king how good and
generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted him
first, and desired him to come up into his chariot, and as

Joseph sat there, began to complain of the behaviour of
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Onias. To which Joseph answered, " Forgive him on ac-

count of his age, for thou canst not certainly be unac-

quainted with this fact, that old men and infants have their

minds exactly alike ; but thou shalt have from us, who
are young men, everything thou desirest, and shalt have

no cause to complain." The king was so delighted with

the grace and pleasantry of the young man, that he began
already, as though he had had long experience of him, to

have still greater affection for him, insomuch that he
bade him lodge in his palace, and be a guest at his table

every day. And when the king was come to Alexandria,

the principal men of Syria saw Joseph sitting with the
king, and were much offended at it.

§ 4. Now when the day came, on which the king was to

farm the taxes of the cities, and those that were the men
of principal dignity in their several countries bid for them,
the sum of what was bidden for the taxes of Ccele-Syria and
Phoenicia and Judaea and Samaria amounted altogether to

eight thousand talents. Thereupon Joseph accused the
bidders of having agreed together to estimate the value of

the taxes at too low a rate, and promised that he would
himself give twice as much for them, and for those who
did not pay, he would send the king their whole substance,

for this privilege was also sold with the taxes. The king
was pleased to hear that offer, and because it augmented
his revenues, he said he would confirm the sale of the
taxes to him. But when he asked him the question,

Whether he had any sureties, that would be bound for the
payment of the money ? he answered very cleverly, " I will

give as security persons good and honourable, whom you
shall have no reason to distrust." And when he bade
him name who they were, he replied, " I give thee no
other persons, O king, for my sureties than thyself and
thy wife; and you shall be security for both parties.'*

Then Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and granted him
the farming of the taxes without any security. ' This was
a sore grief to those who had come into Egypt from the
cities to be thus outbid, and they returned home everyone
with shame.

§ 5. And Joseph took with him two thousand foot-

soldiers of the king's, for he desired to have some assist-
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ance, in order to force such as were refractory in the cities

to pay. And borrowing five hundred talents from the king's

friends at Alexandria, he started for Syria. And when he
got to Ascalon, 1 and demanded the taxes of the people of

Ascalon, they refused to pay anything, and insulted him
also, upon which he seized about twenty of their principal

men, and slew them, and gathered their substance toge-

ther, which amounted to a thousand talents, and sent it

all to the king, and informed him of what he had done.

And Ptolemy admired the prudent conduct of the man, and
commended him for what he had done, and gave him leave

to do as he pleased. When the Syrians heard of this,

they were dismayed, and having before them a sad example

in the men of Ascalon that were slain, they opened their

gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid their taxes.

And when the inhabitants of Scythopolis
2 attempted to

affront him, and would not pay him the taxes, which they

formerly used to pay without any hesitation, he slew also

the principal men of that city, and sent their effects to the

king. By this means he got much wealth together, and

made vast gains of this farming of the taxes, and made
use of what he had thus got to sivpport his authority,

thinking it prudent to keep what had been the occasion

and foundation of his present good fortune. And he pri-

vately sent many presents to the king, and to Cleopatra,

and to their friends, and to all that were powerful at the

court, and thereby purchased their good-will.

§ 6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years,

and was the father of seven sons by one wife : he had also

another son, whose name was Hyrcanus, by his brother

Solymius' daughter, whom he married on the following

occasion. He once went to Alexandria with his brother,

(who took with him a daughter already marriageable, in

order to give her in wedlock to some of the Jews of chief

dignity there,) and supping with the king, and falling in

love with a dancing girl of great beauty that came into the

room where they feasted, he told his brother of it, and en-

treated him, because a Jew is forbidden by their law to lie

with a foreign woman, to conceal his offence, and to be kind

1 'Ascaldn.
2 Beisiin.
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and subservient to him, and to give him an opportunity of

fulfilling his desires. Upon this his brother willingly

entertained the proposal of serving him, and disguised his

own daughter, and brought her to him by night, and put

her into his bed. And he being in drink knew not who
she was, and so lay with his brother's daughter, and this

he did many times, and loved her exceedingly, and said to

his brother, that he loved this dancing girl so well, that he

would run the hazard of his life for her, for probably the

king would not give him leave to have her. But his brother

bade him be in no concern, and told him he might enjoy

her whom he loved without any danger, and might have

her for his wife, and opened the truth to him, and assured

him that he chose rather to have his own daughter abused
than see him come to disgrace. Then Joseph commended
him for his brotherly love, and married his daughter, and by
her had a son, whose name was Hyrcanus, as I said before.

And as this his youngest son at thirteen years old showed
great natural courage and wisdom, and was greatly envied

by his brothers, as being much above them and such a one

as they might well envy, Joseph had a mind to know which
of his sons had the best natural parts, and so he sent them
each to those that had at that time the best reputation for

instructing youths, but all the others, by reason of their

sloth, and unwillingness to take pains, returned to him
foolish and unlearned. After them he sent out Hyrcanus,
the youngest, and gave him three hundred yoke of oxen,

and bade him go two days' journey in the wilderness, and
sow the land there, but kept back privately the leather har-

ness of the oxen. When Hyrcanus came to the place, and
found he had no harness, he scorned the idea of the drivers

of the oxen, who advised him to send some of them home to

his father to bring them harness, for thinking he ought not
to lose time waiting for the return of those who might be
despatched, he invented a kind of stratagem that showed
wisdom greater than his age. For he slew ten yoke of the

oxen, and distributed their flesh among the labourers, and
cut their hides into several pieces, and made harness,

and yoked the oxen with them ; by which means he
sowed as much land as his father had ordered him to sow,

and returned to him. And when he was come back, his
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father was mightily pleased with his sagacity, and com-
mended the sharpness of his understanding, and his bold-

ness in what he did, and loved him still more, as if he were
his only genuine son, and his brothers were much troubled

at this.

§ 7. And when one told him that Ptolemy had a son

just born, and that all the principal men of Syria, and the

other countries subject to him, intended to keep a festival

on account of the child's birthday, and had set out with
great retinues to Alexandria, he was himself indeed hin-

dered from going by old age, but he tried to see whether any
of his sons would go to the king. And when the elder sons

excused themselves from going, and said they were not

courtiers enough for such company, and advised him to

send their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened to their

advice, and called Hyrcanus, and asked him, whether he
would go to the king, and if he was willing to do so. And
upon his undertaking to go, and saying that he should not

want much money for his journey, because he would live

moderately, so that ten thousand drachmae would be suf-

ficient, Joseph was pleased with his son's moderation. A
little while after the son advised his father not to send his

presents to the king from there, but to give him a letter to

his steward at Alexandria, that he might furnish him with

money for purchasing what would be most excellent and
most precious. So he, thinking that his presents to the

king would come to about ten talents, and commending his

son as giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his steward,

who managed all his money at Alexandria, which money
was not less than three thousand talents. Tor Joseph sent

the money he received from Syria to Alexandria, and when
the day appointed for the payment of the taxes to the king

came, he used to write to Arion to pay them. Now when
the son had asked his father for a letter to this steward,

and had received it, he set out for Alexandria. And when
he was gone, his brothers wrote to all the king's friends to

kill him.

§ 8. Now when he was come to Alexandria, he delivered

his letter to Arion, who asked him how many talents he

would have, (hoping he would ask for no more than ten, or

Only a little more,) and when he said he wanted a thousand
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talents, the steward was angry, and rebuked him, as one
that intended to live extravagantly, and let him know
that his father had got together his wealth by carefulness

and by resisting his inclinations, and wished him to imitate

the example of his father : he also said that he would give

him only ten talents, and that for a present to the king.

The lad was irritated at this, and threw Arion into prison.

And when Arion' s wife had informed Cleopatra of this,

and entreated that she would rebuke the lad for what he
had done, (for Arion was in great esteem with her,) Cleo-
patra told the king of it. And Ptolemy sent messengers to

Hyrcanus to tell him that the king wondered, when he was
sent to him by his father, that he had not yet come into

his presence, but had put the steward in prison. He gave
order, therefore, that he should come to him, and explain
why he had acted so. And they report that the answer
he made to the king's messengers was that there was a
law of the king's that forbade a child that was born to taste

of the sacrifice before he had been to the temple and sacri-

ficed to God. According to which reasoning he had not
himself come to him as he was waiting for the presents he
was to make to him who had been his father's benefactor :

and he had punished the slave for disobeying his com-
mands, for it mattered not whether a master was little

or great. " Unless, indeed, we punish such as these, thou
mayst thyself also expect to be despised by thy subjects."

Upon hearing this answer of his, Ptolemy fell a laughing,
and wondered at the great wit of the lad.

§ 9. When Arion learned that this was the king's dis-

position, and that he himself had no other alternative, he
gave the lad a thousand talents, and was let out of prison.

And after three days had elapsed, Hyrcanus came and
saluted the king and queen. They saw him with pleasure,

and feasted him in a friendly manner, out of respect to his

father. And he went to the merchants privately, and
bought a hundred boys that were well educated and in the
flower of their age at a talent a-piece, and also bought a
hundred maidens at the same price. And when he was in-

vited to feast with the king among the principal men of the
country, he sat down the lowest of them all, because he was
little regarded, as still a lad in age, by those who placed
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every one according to their dignity. Now when all those
that sat at meat with him had laid the bones of their por-
tions on a heap before Hyrcanus, (for they had themselves
cleared the meat off them,) till the table where he sat was
full of bones, Trypho, who was the king's jester, and was ap-
pointed to joke and laugh at revels, was now called for by
the guests that sat at table. So he stood by the king, and
said, " Dost thou see, my lord, the bones that lie by Hyr-
canus ? By this thou mayst conjecture that his father has.

made all Syria as bare as he has made these bones." And
the king laughing at what Trypho said, and asking Hyrca-
nus, " How he came to have so many bones before him ?

"

he replied, " No wonder, my lord : for dogs eat the flesh

and bones together, as these have done, (looking at the

king's guests,) for there is nothing before them ; but men
eat the flesh, and cast away the bones, as I, who am a man,
have now done." Upon this the king admired his answer,,

which was so wisely made, and bade all the company
applaud, as a mark of their approbation of his facetious

jest. On the next day Hyrcanus went to every one of the

king's friends, and to the men powerful at court, and
saluted them, and inquired of their servants, what present

their masters would make the king on his son's birthday ;-.

and when they said that some would give twelve talents,

and that others of greater dignity would give more accord-

ing to the quantity of their riches, he pretended to every

one to be grieved that he was not able to offer so large a

present, for he had no more than five talents. And when
the servants heard what he said, they told their masters ;

and they rejoiced at the prospect that Joseph would be
lightly esteemed, and would offend the king by the small-

ness of his present. When the day came, the others, even

those that brought the most, offered the king not more
than twenty talents, but Hyrcanus gave to every one of the

hundred boys and hundred maidens that he had bought a

talent a-piece for them to carry, and led the boys up to the

king, and the maidens to Cleopatra ; everybody, even the

king and queen themselves, wondering at the unexpected

munificence of the present. He also presented to the

friends and courtiers of the king gifts worth a great Dumber
of talents, that he might escape the danger he was in from
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them : for it was to them that Hyrcanus' brothers had
written to kill him. Now Ptolemy admired the young
man's loftiness of soul, and commanded him to ask what

gift he pleased. But he desired nothing else to be done

for him by the king than to write to his father and brothers

about him. So when the king had paid him very great

respect, and had given him very fine gifts, and had written

to his father and brothers and all his commanders and
officers about him, he sent him away. But when his

brothers heard that Hyrcanus had received such favour

from the king, and was returning home with great honour,

they went out to meet him and kill him, and that with

the knowledge of their father ; for he was angry at him
for the large sums of money that he had bestowed as pre-

sents, and so had no concern for his preservation. How-
ever, Joseph concealed his anger to his son from fear of the

king. And when Hyrcanus' brothers fought with him, he

slew many others of those that were with them, as also two
of his brothers, but the rest escaped to Jerusalem to their

father. And when Hyrcanus came to the city, as nobody
would receive him, he was afraid, and retired beyond the

river Jordan, and there dwelt and levied tribute on the

barbarians.

§ 10. At this time Seleucus, who was called Philopator, 1

the son of Antiochus the Great, reigned over Asia. And
[now] Hyrcanus' father Joseph died. He was a good man
and high-souled, and brought the Jews out of a state of

poverty and meanness to one that was more splendid. He
farmed the taxes of Syria and Phoenicia and Samaria
twenty-two years. His uncle Onias also died, and left the

high priesthood to his son Simon. And when he also died,

Onias his son succeeded him in that dignity, to whom Areus,

King of the Lacedsemonians, sent an embassage with a

better, a copy whereof here follows.

"Areus, King of the Lacedaemonians, to' Onias,

greeting.

" We have met with a certain writing, whereby we have

discovered that both the Jews and Lacedaemonians are of

1 Seleucus IV., 187-175 B.C.
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one stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham. 11

It is bnt just, therefore, that you, who are our brethren,,

should send to us about any of your concerns as you please.

We will also do the same, and esteem your concerns as
our own, and will look upon our concerns as yours. De-
moteles, who brings you this letter, will bring your answer
back to us. This letter is square, and the seal is an eagle,,

with a dragon in its claws."

§ 11. Such were the contents of the letter which was
sent by the king of the Lacedaemonians. Now upon the
death of Joseph, the people grew seditious, because of

his sons. For whereas the elder ones made war against

Hyrcanus, who was the youngest of Joseph's sons, the

multitude was divided, but most joined with the elder

ones, as did Simon the high priest because of his kins-

manship to them. However, Hyrcanus determined not to

return to Jerusalem any more, but stationed himself

beyond the Jordan, and was at perpetual war with the
Arabians, and slew many of them, and took many of them
captive. He also erected a strong castle, and built it

entirely of white stone to the very roof, and had animals
of a prodigious size carved on it. He also drew round it

a great and deep canal of water. He also made caves

many furlongs long by hollowing a rock that was oppo-
site, and made large rooms in it, some for feasting, and
some for sleeping and living in. He introduced also a

quantity of water which ran through it, and was very de-

lightful and ornamental in the court-yard. However, he
made the mouths of the caves so narrow, that no more
than one person could enter them at once ; and that on
purpose for his own preservation, lest he should be be-

sieged by his brothers, and run the hazard of being taken

by them. Moreover, he built courts of greater size than

ordinary, which he adorned with spacious gardens. And
when he had brought the place to this state, he called it

1 Whence it comes that these Lacedaemonians declare themselves here

to be akin to the Jews, as derived from the kindred of Abraham, I

cannot tell, unless, as Grotius supposes, they were derived from the

Dores, that came of the Pelasgi. These are by Herodotus called < Bar-

barians,' and perhaps were derived from the Syrians and Arabians, the-

posterity of Abraham by Keturah. See Antiq. xiv. 10, § 22, and

Jewish War, i. 26, § 1. and Grot, on 1 Maccab. xii. 7.—W.
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Tyre. 1
It is between Arabia and Judaea, beyond the Jordan,

and not far from the country of Heshbon.* And he ruled

over those parts for seven years, even all the time that

Seleucus was king of Syria. But when Seleucus was dead,

his brother Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, 3 took the

kingdom. Ptolemy, also, the king of Egypt, died, who
was also called Epiphanes, and left two sons, both young
in age, the elder of whom was called Philometor, 4 and the

younger Physcon. As for Hyrcanus, when he saw that

Antiochus had a great army, and feared lest he should be
taken by him, and punished for what he had done to the

Arabians, he ended his life by suicide, and Antiochus
.seized upon all his substance.

CHAP. V.

How, upon the Quarrels of the Jews with one another about

the High Priesthood, Antiochus made an Expedition against

Jerusalem, and took the City and pillaged the Temple, and
distressed the Jews. Also how many of the Jews forsook the

Jjaws of their Country; and how the Samaritans followed
the Customs of the Greeks, and called their Temple on
Mount Gerizim the Temple of Zeus Hellenius.

§i-

ABOUT this time, on the death of Onias the high priest,

the king gave the high priesthood to Jesus his brother

;

for the son whom Onias left [or Onias IV.] was yet but an
infant. I shall, in its proper place, inform the reader

of all the circumstances that befell this child. Now this

Jesus, the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high
priesthood by the king, who was angiy with him, and gave
it to his younger brother, whose name also was Onias, for

Simon had these three sons, to each of whom the high

1 The ruins of the palace of Hyrcanus are still to be seen, at 'Arak el-

Emir, in the position described.

2 Now Hesbdn ; the capital of Sihon, king of the Amorites, near the
border between Reuben and Gad.

J Antiochus IV., 175-164 b.c.
4 Ptolemy VI., Philometor, 181-146 b.c.
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priesthood came, as I have already informed the reader.

This Jesus changed his name to Jason, and Onias was
called Menelans. Now as the former high priest, Jesus,

formed a party against Menelaus, who was appointed after

him, the multitude were divided between them both. And
the sons of Tobias took the side of Menelaus, but most of

the people assisted Jason : so that Menelaus and the sons

of Tobias got the worst of it, and fled to Antiochus, and
informed him that they were desirous to leave the laws of

their country, and the Jewish way of living according to

them, and to follow the king's laws, and the Greek way
of living. So they desired his permission to build for

themselves a Gymnasium at Jerusalem. 1 And when he

had given them leave, they drew their prepuce forward,

that when they were naked they might appear to be
Greeks. They also left off all the customs that belonged

to their own country, and imitated the practices of other

nations.

§ 2. Now Antiochus, as the affairs of his kingdom were

in a prosperous condition, resolved to make an expedition

against Egypt, both because he had a desire to make him-

self master of it, and because he despised the sons of

Ptolemy, as still weak, and not yet of abilities to manage
affairs of such consequence ; so he marched with a great

force to Pelusium, and circumvented Ptolemy Philometor

by treachery, and occupied Egypt. He then went to the

parts about Memphis, and when he had taken Memphis,
he set out for Alexandria, in hope of taking it by siege,

and of subduing Ptolemy who reigned there. But he

was driven not only from Alexandria, but out of all

Egypt, by the Eomans, who charged him to let that

country alone, as I have elsewhere stated before. I will

now give a particular account of what concerns this king,

who took Judaea and the temple ; for in my former work I

mentioned these things very briefly, and therefore now

1 This word, Gymnasium, properly denotes a place where the exer-

cises were performed naked, which because it would naturally distin-

guish circumcised Jews from uncircumcised Gentiles, these Jewish

apostates endeavoured to appear uncircumcised, by means of an opera-

tion, hinted at by St. Paul, 1 Cor. vii. 18, and described by Celsus, vii.

25, as Dr. Hudson here informs us.—W.
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think it necessary to go over the history again at greater

length.

§ 3. King Antiochus then, returning out of Egypt for

fear of the Romans, made an expedition against the city of

Jerusalem, and in the hundred and forty-third year of the

kingdom of the Selucidae,
1 took the city without fighting,

those of his own party opening the gates to him. And
when he had got possession of Jerusalem he slew many of

the opposite party, and when he had carried off a great deal

of money, he returned to Antioch.

§ 4. Now it came to pass two years after, in the hundred
and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-fifth day of the month,

which is by us called Chasleu, and by the Macedonians
Apellaeus, in the hundred and fifty-third Olympiad, that

this king went up to Jerusalem with a large force, and pre-

tending peace, got possession of the city by treachery

;

2
at

which time he spared not so much as those that admitted

him into it, on account of the riches that were in the

temple ; but owing to his covetousness (for he saw there

was in the temple a great deal of gold, and many votive

offerings of very great value), in order to plunder its

wealth, he ventured to break the league he had made. And
he stripped the temple bare, and took away the vessels of

G-od, as the golden candlesticks, and the golden altar of

incense, and the table of shew-bread, and the altar of burnt-

offering, and did not keep his hands off even the veils

which were made of fine linen and scarlet. He also

emptied the temple of its secret treasures, and left nothing

at all remaining, and so cast the Jews into great lamenta-

tion, for he forbade them to offer the daily sacrifices which
they used to offer to God according to the law. And when
he had pillaged the whole city, he slew some of the inhabi-

tants, and some he carried away captive, together with their

wives and children, so that the number of captives amounted
to about ten thousand. He also burnt down the finest

buildings, and when he had overthrown the city walls, he
built a citadel in the lower part of the city,

3
for the place

1 In 170 B.C., at the close of his second Egyptian campaign. See
Daniel xi. 31.

2 In 168 B.C. at the close of his fourth Egyptian campaign.
:i This citadel, of which we have such frequent mention in the fol-
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was high, and overlooked the temple, on which account he
fortified it with high walls and towers, and put into it a
garrison of Macedonians. None the less in that citadel

dwelt the impious and wicked part of the [Jewish] multi-

tude, at whose hands the citizens suffered many terrible *

things. And when the king had built an altar upon G-od's

altar, he slew swine upon it, and so offered a sacrifice

neither according to the law, nor the ancient Jewish reli-

gious worship. He also compelled them to forsake the

worship of their own G-od, and to adore those whom he
esteemed gods, and made them build temples, and raise

altars in every city and village, and offer swine upon them
every day. He also commanded them not to circumcise

their sons, and threatened to punish any that should be
found to have transgressed this injunction. He also ap-

pointed overseers, who should compel them to do what he
commanded. And indeed many Jews complied with the

king's commands, some voluntarily, others out of fear of

the penalty that was denounced : but the best men, and
those that had noble souls, did not regard him, but paid

greater respect to the customs of their country than to

care about the punishment which he threatened the dis-

obedient with, so they every day died in great miseries and
bitter torments. For they were whipped with rods, and
their limbs were torn to pieces, and they were fixed to

crosses while they were still alive and breathed ; they also

strangled, as the king had ordered, the women and those of

their sons who had been circumcised, hanging their sons

about their necks as they were on the crosses. And if

there were any sacred book or copy of the law found, it

was destroyed, and those with whom they were found
miserably perished also.

§ 5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews suffering these

lowing history, both in the Maccabees and in Josephus, seems to have

been a castle built on a hill, lower than mount Zion, though upon its

skirts, and higher than mount Moriah, but between them both ; which
hill the enemies of the Jews now got possession of, and built on it this

citadel, and fortified it, till a good while afterwards the Jews regained

it, demolished it, and levelled the hill itself with the common ground,

that their enemies might no more recover it, and might thence overlook

the temple itself, and do them such mischief as they had long undergone

from it, Antiq. xiii. 6, § 6.—W.
II. z
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things, they no longer alleged that they were of their

kindred, or that the temple on Mount Gerizim belonged to

Almighty God. This was according to their nature, as I

haye already shown. They now said that they were a

colony of Medes and Persians: and indeed they were a

colony of theirs. So they sent ambassadors to Antiochus,

and a letter, whose contents were as follows. " To king

Antiochus Epiphanes, god, a memorial from Sidonians

who live at Shechem. Our forefathers, because of certain

frequent plagues, and following a certain ancient supersti-

tion, made a custom of observing that day which by the

Jews is called the Sabbath. 1 And when they had erected

a temple without a name on the mountain called Gerizim,

they offered upon it the customary sacrifices. Now upon
thy just treatment of these wicked Jews, those that carry

out thy orders, supposing us to be akin to them and doing

as they do, make us liable to the same accusations, although

we be originally Sidonians, as is evident from the public

records. We therefore beseech thee, our benefactor and
saviour, to give order to Apollonius, the governor of this

part of the country, and to Mcanor, the manager of thy

affairs, not to disturb us, or to lay to our charge what the

Jews are accused for, since, we are aliens from their

nation and customs ; and let our temple, which at pre-

sent has no name at all, be called The Temple of Zeus
Hellenius. If this be once done, we shall be no longer

disturbed, but shall be more secure in attending to our

own occupations and so bring in a greater revenue to thee."

When the Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king sent

them back the following answer in a letter. "King Antio-

chus to Nicanor. The Sidonians who live at Shechem
have sent me the enclosed memorial. When therefore we
were advising with our friends about it, the messengers
sent by them represented to us, that they are no way con-

cerned in the charges brought against the Jews, but choose

to live after the customs of the Greeks. Accordingly we
declare them free from such accusations, and order that,

1 This allegation of the Samaritans is remarkable, that though they
were not Jews, yet did they, from ancient times, observe the Sabbath-
day, and as they elsewhere pretend, the Sabattic year also, Antiq. xi.

8, § 6.-W.
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agreeably to their petition, their temple be called The
Temple of Zeus Hellenius." He also sent the like letter

to Apollonius, the governor of that province, in the forty-
sixth year, on the eighteenth day of the month Hecatom-
baeon.

CHAP. VI.

How, upon Antiochus prohibiting the Jews to make use of the

Laivs of their country, Mattathias the Soti of Asamonceus
alone despised the King, and overcame the Generals of
Antiochus Army ; as also concerning the Death of Matta-
thias, and the Succession of Judas.

§ L
NOW at this time there was a man who dwelt at Modiim, 1

whose name was Mattathias, the son of John, the son
of Symeon, the son of Asamonaeus, a priest of the order of

Joarib, and a native of Jerusalem. He had five sons, John
who was called G-addes, and Simon who was called Matthes,

and Judas who was called Maccabaeus, and Eleazar who
was called Auran, and Jonathan who was called Apphus.
Now this Mattathias lamented to his sons the sad state of

their affairs, as the sjDoiliug of the city, and the plunder-

ing of the temple, and the calamities of the people, and he
told them, that it was better for them to die for the laws of

their country, than to live so ingloriously.

§ 2. Now when those that were appointed by the king

were come to the village of Modiim, to compel the Jews
to do what was commanded, and enjoin those that were
there to offer sacrifice as the king had ordered, they

desired that Mattathias, a person of the highest repute

among them, both on other accounts and because of

his goodly family, would begin the sacrifice, because his

fellow citizens would follow his example, and because

such behaviour would make him honoured by the king.

But Mattathias said he would not do so, and if all

other nations obeyed the commands of Antiochus, either

1 Now el-Medieh, about seven miles east of Lydda, and about sixteen

miles north-west of Jerusalem.
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out of fear or to please him, neither he nor his sons would
leave the religious worship of their country. But when he
had ended his speech, one of the Jews came into the

midst, and sacrificed as Antiochus had commanded. At this

Mattathias had great indignation, and ran upon him with
his sons who had swords with them, and slew both the man
himself, and Apelles the king's general, who was trying to>

compel them to sacrifice, and a few of his soldiers. He also

overthrew the altar, and cried out, " Whoever is zealous for

the laws of his country, and for the worship of G-od, let him
follow me." And when he had said this, he went into the

desert with his sons, and left all his property in the village.

Many others did the same also, and fled with their children

and wives into the desert, and dwelt in caves. Now when
the king's generals heard of this, they took all the soldiers

they then had in the citadel at Jerusalem, and pursued the
Jews into the desert ; and when they had overtaken them r

they first endeavoured to persuade them to repent, and to
choose what was most for their advantage, and not to put
them to the necessity of treating them according to martial

law. But as they would not listen to their persuasions, but
continued to be of a different mind, they attacked them on
the Sabbath-day, and burnt them as they were in their caves,

without their resisting, or even so much as stopping up the
entrances of the caves. And they abstained from defending
themselves on that day, because they were not willing to
break in upon the honour they owed the Sabbath even in

such an evil case, for our law requires us to rest. upon that

day. There were about a thousand, with their wives and
children, who were smothered and died in those caves ; but
many escaped and joined themselves to Mattathias, and
appointed him to be their ruler. And he taught them to fight

even on the Sabbath-day, and told them, that unless they
would do so, they would become their own enemies, by
observing the law so rigorously, for their adversaries would
continue to assault them on that day, and if they would
not then defend themselves, nothing could prevent their all

perishing without fighting. This speech persuaded them.
And this rule continues among us to this day, that if there be
necessity, we may fight on the Sabbath-days. So Matta-
thias got a great army about him, and overthrew the altars,
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and slew all those that broke the law that he could get in
his power, for many of them were dispersed among the
nations round about for fear of him. He also commanded
that those boys who were not yet circumcised should
be circumcised now, and he drove out of the country those
that were appointed to hinder their circumcision.

§ 3. But when he had ruled one year he fell very ill,

and called for his sons, and set them round about him,
and said, " O my sons, I am going the way of all flesh,

and I commend to you my resolution, and beseech you
not to be negligent in keeping it, but to be mindful of

the wish of him who begat you and brought you up, to

preserve the customs of your country, and to recover your
ancient polity, which is in danger of being upset, and not

to be seduced by those that betray it, either from their own
inclination, or out of necessity, but to be sons worthy of

me, and to be above all force and necessity, and so to dis-

pose your souls, as to be ready, if it shall be necessary, to

die for your laws, reflecting on this, that if God see that

you are so disposed he will not overlook you, but will

greatly value your virtue, and will restore to you again

what you have lost, and will give you back again that

freedom in which you shall live in security, and enjoy your
own customs. Your bodies are mortal and subject to fate,

but they receive a sort of immortality by the remembrance
of the actions they have done. And I would have you so

in love with this immortality, that you may pursue after

glory, and when you have undertaken the greatest things,

may not shrink from losing your lives. I exhort you
especially to agree with one another, and in whatever

point any one of you exceeds another, to yield to him so

far, and so to reap the advantage of every one's own virtues.

Esteem then your brother Simon as your father, because

he is a man of extraordinary prudence, and be governed by
him in the counsels he gives you. Take Maccabaeus for the

general of your army, because of his courage and strength,

for he will avenge your nation and repel your enemies.

Conciliate the righteous and religious, and so add to their

power."

§ 4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his sons,

and had prayed to G-od to be their helper, and to restore to
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the people their former manner of life, he died soon after-

wards and was bnried at Modiim, 1

all the people making
great lamentation for him. And his son Judas called

Maccabaeus took upon him the administration of affairs, in

the hundred and forty-sixth year : and by the ready assis-

tance of his brothers and others, drove their enemies out of

the country, and put those of their own country to death

who had transgressed their laws, and purified the land from
all pollution.

CHAP. VII.

How Judas overthrew the Forces of Apollonius and Seron?

and hilled those Generals; and how, when a little while

afterwards Lysias and Gorgias were beaten, he went up to

Jerusalem and purified the Temple.

S'
1

WHEN Apollonius, the general of the army of Samaria;,

heard of this, he took his army, and marched against
Judas. And he met him, and joined battle with him, and
beat him, and slew many of his men, and among them
Apollonius himself the general, whose sword (which he
happened to be wearing) he seized upon and kept for him-
self

; but he wounded more than he slew, and took a great

deal of spoil from the enemy's camp, and retired. But when
Seron, who was general of the army of Ccele-Syria, heard
that many had joined themselves to Judas, and that he
had with him an army sufficient for fighting and making
war, he determined to march against him, thinking it.

became him to endeavour to punish those that lawlessly

transgressed the king's injunctions. So he got together
as large an army as he was able, and joined to it the
fugitive and wicked Jews, and marched against Judas,
and advanced as far as Bethhoron, 2 a village of Judaea, and
there pitched his camp. And there Judas met him, and
intended to offer battle, and when he saw that his soldiers.

1 el-Medieh, thirteen miles west of Beitin, Bethel. See p. 339, note 1..

Beit ' Ur el-Foka.
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were loath to fight, because their number was small,

and because they wanted food, for they were fasting, he
encouraged them by telling them that Tictory and con-

quest of enemies was uot derived from numbers but from
piety towards God ; and that they had the plainest proof
of this in their forefathers, who by their righteousness and
by exerting themselTes on behalf of their laws and chil-

dren, had frequently conquered many ten thousands, for

innocence was a mighty force. By this speech he induced
his men to despise the multitude of the enemy, and to fall

upon Seron. And upon joining battle with him, he routed
the Syrians ; and as their general fell they all ran away
with speed, thinking flight their only chance of safety.

And he pursued them to the plain, and slew about eight

hundred of the enemy, and the rest escaped to the region

which lay near to the sea.

§ 2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, he was
Tery angry at what had happened, and got together all his

own army, and many mercenaries whom he took with him
from the islands, and made preparations to inTade Judsea

about the beginning of the spring. But when, upon
his mustering his soldiers, he perceiTed that his treasury

was deficient, and that there was a want of money, (for all

the taxes had not been paid because of the insurrections of

the Tarious nations, and he was so munificent and liberal

that his own revenues were not sufficient for him,) he
resolved first to go into Persia, and collect the taxes of

that country. So he left in command one whose name
was Lysias, who was in great repute with him, and
governor as far as the bounds of Egypt and Lower Asia

from the river Euphrates, with part of the forces and
elephants, and charged him to educate his son Antiochus

with all possible care until he came back, and to conquer

Judaea, and enslave its inhabitants, and utterly destroy

Jerusalem, and annihilate the whole nation. And when
king Antiochus had given these orders to Lysias, he went
into Persia, and in the hundred and forty-seventh year

crossed over the Euphrates, and went to the upper

satrapies.

§ 3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy (the son of Dory-

menes) and Nicanor and Gorgias, very influential men
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among the king's friends, and delivered to them forty

thousand foot and seven thousand horse, and sent them
against Judaea. And they came as far as the city Enimaus, 1

and pitched their camp in the plain. Auxiliaries also

came to them out of Syria and the country round about,

as also many of the fugitive Jews. And besides these came
some merchants to buy those that should be captured

(having fetters with them to bind those that should be
made prisoners), with the silver and gold which they
were to pay for their price. And when Judas saw their

camp, and how numerous the enemies were, he urged his

own soldiers to be of good courage, and exhorted them to

place their hopes of victory in God, and to make supplica-

tion to him clothed in sackcloth according to the custom
of their country, and to show their usual habit of sup-

plication in the greatest dangers, and so to prevail with
God to grant them the victory over their enemies. And
he set them in the ancient order of battle used by
their forefathers, under their captains of thousands and
commanders of divisions, and dismissed such as were
newly married, as well as those that had newly gained
possessions, that they might not fight in a cowardly
manner, from an inordinate love of life, in order to enjoy
those blessings. When he had thus marshalled his soldiers,

he encouraged them to fight by the following speech which
he made to .them. " Comrades, no other time is more
necessary than the present for courage and contempt of

dangers ; for if you now fight manfully you may recover
your liberty, which, as it is a thing for itself agreeable to

all men, so to us it proves much more desirable, by its

affording us the power of worshipping God. Since then
you are in such a case at present, that you must either re-

cover that liberty, and so regain a happy and blessed way
of living, which is that according to our laws and the cus-

toms of our country, or submit to the most ignoble suffer-

ings, nor will any seed of your nation remain if you play
the part of cowards in this battle, fight manfully. And
reflecting that you must die though you do not fight, and
believing that besides such glorious rewards as those of the

1 ,A?nwds.
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liberty of your country, your laws, and your religion, you
shall obtain everlasting glory, prepare yourselves and re-

solve to be ready to fight with the enemy as soon as it is

day to-morrow morning."

§ 4. This was the speech which Judas made to encourage
his army. And when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five

thousand foot and one thousand horse to surprise Judas by
night, with certain of the fugitive Jews as guides for that

purpose, the son of Mattathias heard of it, and resolved

to fall upon the enemies in their camp, now their forces

were divided. When he had therefore supped in good time,

and had left many fires in his camp, he marched all night

to the enemy who were at Emmaus. Now as G-orgias

found no enemy in their camp, he suspected that they had
retreated and hidden themselves among the mountains,
and resolved to go and seek wherever they were. But
about daybreak Judas appeared to the enemy at Emmaus,
with only three thousand men, and those ill-armed by
reason of their poverty, and though he saw the enemy
very well and skilfully fortified in their camp, he en-

couraged the Jews, and exhorted them to fight though
with ill-armed bodies, for God had sometimes of old

given such men strength, and that against such as were

more numerous and better armed to boot, in delight at

their great courage. Then he commanded the trumpeters

to sound for the battle, and by thus falling upon the enemy
when they did not expect it, and so alarming and dis-

maying their minds, he slew many of those that resisted,

and went on pursuing the rest as far as G-adara
1 and the

plains of Idumsea 2 and Azotus 3 and Jamnia; 4 and of these

there fell about three thousand. And Judas exhorted his

soldiers not to be too desirous of spoil, for they must still

have a contest and battle with G-orgias and the forces that

were with him : but when they had once overcome them,

then they might securely plunder the camp, because they

were the only enemies remaining, and they expected no

others. And just as he was saying this to his soldiers,

Gorgias' men looked down from a hill at the army which

1 Umm Keis.
2 The southern portion of the plain of Philistia.

3 Esdud. * Yebnah.
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they had left in their camp, and saw that it was routed,

and the camp burnt ; for the smoke that arose from it

showed them what had happened, even though they were
a great way off. When therefore those that were with
Gorgias understood that things were in this posture, and
perceived that those that were with Judas were ready to

fight them, they also were panic-struck, and turned to

flight; and now Judas having beaten Gorgias' soldiers

without fighting, returned and seized on the spoil. He took
a great quantity of gold and silver, and purple and blue
raiment, and returned home with joy, singing hymns to

God for this success ; for this victory contributed not a little

to the recovery of their liberty.

§ 5. But Lysias was confounded at the defeat of the
army which he had sent out, and the next year he got
together sixty thousand chosen foot, and five thousand
horse, and invaded Judaea, and went up to the hill-country

near Bethsura, 1
a village of Judaea, and pitched his camp

there. And Judas met him there with ten thousand men,
and when he saw the great number of the enemies, he
prayed to God that he would assist him, and joined battle

with the advanced guard of the enemy, and beat them, and
slew about five thousand of them, and so caused panic
in the rest of the army. Lysias indeed observing the great

spirit of the Jews, and that they were prepared to die

rather than lose their liberty, and being afraid of their

desperate valour as real strength, took the rest of his army
back with him, and returned to Antioch, where he stayed
to enlist foreigners in his service, and made preparations
to invade Judaea with a greater army.

§ 6. And now that the generals of Antiochus' armies
had been beaten so often, Judas assembled the people
together, and told them, that after these many victories

which God had given them, they ought to go up to Jeru-
salem, and purify the temple, and offer the customary
sacrifices. And as soon as he with the whole multitude
had come to Jerusalem, and found the temple deserted, and
its gates burnt down, and weeds growing in the temple on
account of its desertion, he and those that were with him

1 Bdt Stir, four miles north of Hebron.
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"began to lament, being quite confounded at the sight of the
temple. And he picked out some of his soldiers, and gave
them order to fight against the guards that occupied the
citadel, until he should have purified the temple. And
when he had carefully purged it, he brought in new
vessels, as the candlestick, the table of show-bread, and
the altar of incense, which were made of gold, and hung
up veils at the doors, and added doors. He also demo-
lished the altar, and built a new one of stones that he
gathered together, not hewn with iron. And on the five-

arid-twentieth day of the month Chasleu, which the Mace-
donians call Apellaeus, they lighted the lamps that were on
the candlestick, and offered incense upon the altar of in-

cense, and laid loaves upon the table of show-bread, and
offered burnt- offerings upon the new altar. Now it so fell

out, that these things were done on the very day on which
their divine worship had ceased, and been changed to a

profane and common use, three years before, for the
temple that had been made desolate by Antiochus con-

tinued so for three years. This desolation happened to the

temple in the hundred and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-

fifth day of the month Apellaeus, and in the hundred and
fifty-third Olympiad : and it was dedicated anew on the
same day, the twenty-fifth of the month Apellaeus, in the

hundred and forty-eighth year, and in the hundred and
fifty-fourth Olympiad. And this desolation came to pass

according to the prophecy of Daniel, which was given four

hundred and eight years before ; for he declared that the

Macedonians would stop the temple worship.

§ 7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restora-

tion of the temple sacrifices for eight days, and omitted

no sort of pleasure, but feasted the people upon the very

rich and splendid sacrifices, and honoured God, and de-

lighted the people by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were

so very glad at the revival of their national customs after

a long time of intermission, now that they had unex-

pectedly regained the freedom of their worship, that they

made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a

festival for eight days on account of the restoration of

their temple worship. And from that time to this we
celebrate this festival, and call it " Lights." I suppose
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the reason was, because this liberty appeared to us beyond
our hopes, and hence the name was given to the festival.

Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city, and
reared towers of great height against the incursions of

enemies, and set guards therein. He also fortified the city

of Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any
emergency caused by the enemies.

CHAP. VIII.

How Judas subdued the Nations round about ; and how
Simon beat the People of Tyre and Ptolemais ; and how
Judas overcame Timotheus, and forced him to flee away,

and did many other things, after Joseph and Azarias had
been beaten.

WHEN these things had taken place, the nations round
about the Jews were very uneasy at the revival of

their power and strength, and rose up and destroyed many
of them, gaining advantage over them by laying snares

for them, and plotting against them. Judas had perpetual

wars with these nations, and endeavoured to restrain

them from their incursions, and to prevent the mischiefs

they did to the Jews. So he fell upon the Idumseans, the

posterity of Esau, at Acrabatene, 1 and slew a great many
of them, and took their spoil. He also invested and
besieged the sons of Baanus, who had laid ambush for the

Jews, and burnt their towers, and slew the men that were
on them. After this he marched against the Ammonites,
who had a great and a numerous army, of which Timo-
theus was the commander. And when he had subdued
them, he seized on their city Jazor,

2 and took their wives

and children captives, and burnt the city, and then re-

turned to Judaea. But when the neighbouring nations

heard that he had returned, they mustered together in

1 Probably the same place as the ' ascent of Akrabbim ' of Josh,
xv. 3.

2 The Jazor, probably Khurbet Sdr, west of 'Amman, Philadelphia.
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great numbers in the land of Gilead against the Jews
that were on their borders. And they fled to the fortress

of Dathenia, 1 and sent to Judas to inform him that Timo-
theus was endeavouring to take the place where they had
fled. And as their letters were being read, there came
other messengers out of Galilee, who informed him that

the inhabitants of Ptolemais and Tyre and Sidon, and
the strange nations in G-alilee, had concentrated their

forces.

§ 2. Then Judas, considering what was best to be
done with relation to the urgency of both these cases,

ordered Simon his brother to take three thousand picked

men, and go to the assistance of the Jews in G-alilee, while

he and another of his brothers, Jonathan, marched into

the land of G-ilead with eight thousand soldiers. And he
left Joseph (the son of Zacharias) and Azarias over the

rest of the forces : and charged them to guard Judaea very

carefully, and to fight no battles with anyone until his

return. Simon accordingly went into Galilee, and fought

the enemy, and put them to flight, and pursued them to

the gates of Ptolemais, and slew about three thousand of

them, and took the spoil of those that were slain, and
rescued those Jews who had been taken prisoners, and their

baggage, and then returned home.

§ 3. As for Judas Maccabaeus and his brother Jonathan,

they crossed over the river Jordan, and when they had
gone three days' journey further they met the ISTabataeans^

who came to meet them peaceably, and told them how
affairs within the land of Gilead stood, and how many of

them were in distress, and driven into the garrisons and
cities of Gilead, and exhorted him to make haste to go^

against the foreigners, and to endeavour to save his own
countrymen out of their hands. To this Judas hearkened,

and returned into the wilderness, and fell first upon the

inhabitants of Bosorra,
2 and took the city, and beat the in-

habitants, and slew all the males and all that were able to

fight, and burnt the city. Nor did he stop even when night

came on, but he pushed on to the garrison where the Jews
happened to be invested, and where Timotheus lay round
the place with his army, and Judas reached the city in the

1 Bemtheh. 2 Bosorra, Eozrah, Busrah.
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morning ; and when he found that the enemy were just

making an assault upon the walls, and that some of them
were bringing ladders, by which they might get upon the

walls, and others engines to batter them down, he bade

the trumpeter sound his trumpet, and encouraged his

soldiers cheerfully to undergo dangers for their brethren

and kindred ; he also divided his army into three, and fell

upon the rear of the enemies. And when Timotheus' men
perceived that it was Maccabaeus that was upon them, of

whose courage and success in war they had formerly had
sufficient experience, they turned to flight ; but Judas fol-

lowed them close with his army, and slew about eight

thousand of them. He then turned aside to a city of the

foreigners called Malle, and took it, and slew all the males,

and burnt the city itself. He then removed from thence,

andoverthrew Chasphom, 1 and Bosor,
2 and many other cities

in the land of G-ilead.

§ 4. And not long after this, Timotheus got together

a great army, and took others as auxiliaries, and in-

duced some of the Arabians for pay to join him in his

expedition, and went with his army beyond the brook over

against the city of Raphon. 3 And he exhorted his soldiers,

if it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight courageously,

and to prevent their crossing over the brook : for he told

them beforehand, " if they come over it, we shall be

beaten." And when Judas heard that Timotheus prepared

himself to fight, he took all his own army, and marched in

haste against the enemy, and when he had crossed over the

brook, he fell upon the enemies, and some of them met
him, whom he slew, and others of them he so terrified, that

he compelled them to throw down their arms and flee

;

and some of them escaped, others fled to what was called

the temple at Carnain,4
in hopes of preserving themselves

;

but Judas took the city and slew them, and burnt the

temple, and so contrived several ways of destroying the

enemies.

§ 5. When he had done this and gathered all the Jews

1 The Casphon of 1 Mace. v. 26, not identified.
2 Busr el-Hariri, five miles S.E. of Edrei.
3 Possibly Bafeh.
4 Ashteroth Karnaim, Tell 'Asherah.
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in G-ilead together, with their children and wives and the
substance that belonged to them, his intention was to bring
them back into Judaea. And as soon as he was come to a
certain city, whose name was Ephron, 1

that lay upon the
road, (and as it was not possible for him to go any other
way, so he was not willing to go back again,) he sent to the
inhabitants, and desired that they would open their gates,

and permit them to go on their way through the city, for

they had stopped up the gates with stones, and cut off

their passage through it. But as the inhabitants of
Ephron would not listen to him, he encouraged those that
were with him, and encompassed the city round, and
besieged it, and lying round it day and night took the city,

and slew every male in it, and burnt it all down, and so

obtained a way through it ; and the multitude of those that
were slain was so great, that they went over their dead
bodies. They then crossed over the Jordan, and arrived at

the great plain, situate over against which is the city of

Bethshan, 2 which is called by the Greeks Scythopolis. 3 And
marching on from thence, they came into Judaea, singing

psalnis and hymns as they went, and indulging such tokens
of mirth as are usual in triumphs. They also offered

thank-offerings, both for their success, and the preser-

vation of their army, for not one of the Jews was slain in

these battles.

§ 6. But as to Joseph (the son of Zacharias) and Azarias,

whom Judas left in command of the rest of the forces at

the time when Simon was in Galilee fighting against the

people of Ptolemais, and Judas himself and his brother

Jonathan were in the land of Grilead, they also wished to

get the glory of being fine generals, so they took the army
that was under their command, and went to Jamnia.
There G-orgias, the general at Jamnia,4 met them, and upon
joining battle with him, they lost two thousand of their

army, and fled away, and were pursued to the very borders

1 Not identified. 2 Beisdn.
3 The reason why Bethshan was called ' Scythopolis,' is well known

from Herodotus, Booki. ch. 105, and Syncellus, p. 2 14, that the Scythians,
when they overran Asia, in the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and
kept it as long as they continued in Asia, from which time it obtained
the name of ' Scythopolis/ or the ' city of the Scythians.'—W.

4 Yebnah.
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of Judaea. And this reverse befell them from their dis-

obedience to the injunction Jndas had given them, not to

fight with anyone before his return. For besides the rest

of Judas' sagacious counsels, one may well admire this

concerning the reverse that befell the forces commanded by
Joseph and Azarias, which he understood would happen, if

they broke any of the injunctions he had given them. But
Judas and his brothers did not leave off fighting with the

Iduinseans, but pressed them hard on all sides, and took

from them the city of Hebron, and demolished all its fortifi-

cations, and set all its towers on fire, and ravaged the

country of the foreigners, and took the city of Marissa, 1

They went also to Azotus,
2 and captured it, and laid it

waste, and took away a great deal of the spoil and prey

that were in it, and returned to Judaea.

CHAP. IX.

The Death of Antiochus Epiphanes. Hoiv Antiochus Eupator
fought against Judas, and besieged him in the Temple, and
afterwards made Peace tvith him and departed. Of
Alcimus and Onias.

ABOUT this time king Antiochus, as he was going
through his upper provinces, heard that there was a

very rich city in Persia, called Elymais, 3 and a very
rich temple of Artemis therein, full of all sorts of votive
offerings, as also weapons and breastplates, which, he found
upon inquiry, had been left there by Alexander, the son
of Philip, king of Macedon. And being incited by this

news, he set out for Elymais, and assaulted it, and besieged
it. But as those that were in it were not terrified at his

assault, nor at his siege, but opposed him very courageously,
he was baffled in his hope, for they drove him away from
the city, and went out and pursued after him, insomuch

1 Mareshah of Josh. xv. 44. Kh. Merash, near Beit Jibrin, Eleu-
theropolis.

2 Esdud.
3 There was no town called Elj-mais, possibly Ecbatana is intended.
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that he fled away as far as Babylon, and lost many of his
army. And when he was grieving for this disappointment,
some persons told him of the defeat of his commanders
whom he had left behind to fight with the Jews, and what
strength the Jews had already got. When the concern
about these affairs was added to the former, he was con-
founded, and from the anxiety he was in fell into an ill-

ness which lasted a great while, and his pains increased
upon him, so at length he perceived that he should
die, and called his friends to him, and told them, that his

illness was severe, and confessed also that this calamity
was sent upon him for the miseries he had brought upon
the Jewish nation, in plundering their temple, and despis-

ing their god : and when he had said this, he gave up the
ghost. So one may wonder at Polybius of Megalopolis,
though otherwise a good man, saying that " Antiochus
died because he purposed to plunder the temple of Artemis
in Persia," for the purposing to do a thing, and not actually

doing it, is not worthy of punishment. But if Polybius
could think that Antiochus lost his life on that account, it

is much more probable that the king died on account of his

sacrilegious plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But I

shall not contend about this matter with those who think
that the cause assigned by Polybius of Megalopolis is

nearer the truth than that assigned by us.

§ 2. However this may be, Antiochus, before he died,

called for Philip, who was one of his companions, and made
him the regent of his kingdom, and gave him his diadem
and royal robes and ring, and charged him to carry

them and deliver them to his son Antiochus, and desired

him to take care of his education, aUd to preserve the king-

dom for him. Antiochus died in the hundred and forty

and ninth year : and Lysias declared his death to the mul-
titude, and appointed his son Antiochus to be king, (for he
had the care of him,) and called him Eupator. 1

§ 3. At this time the garrison in the citadel at Jerusalem
and the Jewish fugitives did a great deal of harm to the

Jews : for the soldiers in the garrison used to sally out

upon the sudden, and kill such as were going up to the

1 Antiochus V., Eupator, succeeded his father, whilst still a child, in

164 B.C.

II. A A
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temple to offer their sacrifices, for this citadel commanded
the temple. When this had often happened, Judas resolved

to destroy that garrison, so he got all the people together,

and vigorously besieged those that were in the citadel.

This was the hundred and fiftieth year of the dominion of

the Seleucidse. So he made engines of war, and threw up
earthworks, and tried hard to take the citadel : but not a

few of the fugitives who were in the place went out by
night into the country, and got together some other wicked

men like themselves, and went to Antiochus the king, and
begged of him, that he would not suffer them to continue in

the great hardships they underwent from those of their own
nation, and that on his father's account, because they had
left the religious worship of their fathers, and adopted that

which he had commanded them to follow. They said also

that there was danger that the citadel, and those ap-

pointed to garrison it by the king, would be taken by
Judas and those that were with him, unless he sent them
succours. When Antiochus, who was but a boy, heard
this, he was angry, and sent for his captains and friends,

and ordered that they should get an army of mercenaries

together, and such men also from his own kingdom as

were of an age fit for war. And an army was collected

together of about a hundred thousand foot, and twenty
thousand horse, and thirty-two elephants.

§ 4. So the king took this army, and marched from
Antioch with Lysias, who had the command of the whole
force, and came to Idumsea, and thence went up to Beth-
sura,

1

a city that was strong and not to be taken without
great difficulty, and sat down before the city, and besieged

it. And as the inhabitants of Bethsura 1 courageously op-

posed him, and sallied out upon him, and burnt his engines

of war, a great deal of time was spent in the siege. But
when Judas heard of the king's coming, he raised the siege

of the citadel, and met the king, and pitched his camp at a
certain pass, at a place called Bethzachariah, 2

at the dis-

tance of seventy furlongs from the enemy ; and the king
soon drew his forces away from Bethsura, and brought
them to that pass. And as soon as it was day, he put his

men in battle array, and made his elephants follow one
1 Beit Sur. 2 Beit SMria. nine miles north of Beit Sur.
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another through the narrow pass, for they could not go
abreast. Now round every elephant there were a thousand
foot, and five hundred horse ; and the elephants had high
towers and archers on their backs. And he made the
rest of his army go up the mountains on each side, and
put his friends in the van, and ordered the army to shout
aloud, and so attacked the enemy. He also exposed to
sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glorious
splendour emanated from them ; and when the army
shouted, the mountains echoed again. When Judas saw
this, he was not terrified, but received the enemy with
great courage, and slew about six hundred of the front
ranks. And when his brother Eleazar, whom they called

Auran, saw the tallest of the elephants armed with royal
breastplates, supposing that the king was upon it, he
attacked it with great bravery. He also slew many of
those that were round the elephant, and scattered the rest,

and then went under the belly of the elephant, and smote
it, and slew it, but the elephant fell upon Eleazar, and by
its weight crushed him to death. And thus did Eleazar
come to his end, when he had first courageously destroyed
many of his enemies.

§ 5. Then Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy, re-

tired to Jerusalem, and prepared to endure a siege. As
for Antiochus, he sent part of his army to Bethsura to be-

siege it, and with the rest of his army marched to Jeru-
salem. And the inhabitants of Bethsura were terrified at

his strength, and seeing that their provisions grew scarce,

they delivered themselves up on the security of oaths, that

they should suffer no harsh treatment from the king. And
when Antiochus had thus taken the city, he did them no
other harm than sending them out unarmed. He also

placed a garrison of his own in the city. But as for

the temple of Jerusalem, he besieged it a long time, for

those within bravely defended it, for whatever engines

the king set against them, they counter-contrived other

engines. But at last their provisions failed them, the

fruits of the ground they had laid up were spent, and
the land not being tilled that year continued unsown,

because it was the seventh year, on which, by our laws, we
were obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And so many of
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the besieged deserted for want of necessaries, that only a

few were left in the temple.

§ 6. Snch happened to be the circumstances of those

who were besieged in the temple. But when Lysias,

the general of the army, and Antiochus the king, were in-

formed that Philip was inarching upon them from Persia,

and was endeavouring to get the management of public

affairs to himself, they determined to raise the siege, and
march against Philip, yet did they resolve not to let this

be known to the soldiers nor to the officers, but the king

commanded Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers and the

officers, without saying a word about the affair of Philip,

and to intimate to them, that the siege would be very long,

that the place was very strong, that they were already

short of provisions, that many affairs of the kingdom
wanted regulation, and that it was much better to make a

league with the besieged, and to become friends of the

whole nation, by permitting them to observe the laws of

their fathers, since they broke out into this war only

because they were deprived of them, and to return home.
When Lysias had spoken thus to them, both the army and
officers were pleased with the resolution.

§ 7. So the king sent to Judas, and to those that were
besieged with him, and promised to give them peace, and
to permit them to make use of and live according to the

laws of their fathers. And they gladly received his pro-

posals, and when they had taken security upon oath for

their performance, they evacuated the temple. . But when
Antiochus went into it, and saw how strong the place

was, he broke his oaths, and ordered his army that was
there to raze the walls to the ground, and when he had done
so he returned to Antioch : he also took with . him Onias
the high priest, who was also called Menelaus : for Lysias

advised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the

Jews be quiet and cause him no further disturbance, for

he had been the origin of all the mischief by persuading
his father to compel the Jews to leave the religion of their

fathers : so the king sent Menelaus to Bercea,
1
a city in

Syria, and there had him put to death, when he had been
high priest ten years. He had been a wicked and im-

1 Aleppo.
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pious man, and, in order to get the government to him-
self, had compelled his nation to transgress their laws.

After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, who was also called

Jacimus, was made high priest. But when king Antiochus
found that Philip had already usurped the government, he
made war against him, and beat him, and took him and
slew him. Now, as to Onias, the son of the high priest,

who, as I before said, was left a child when his father died,

when he saw that the king had slain his uncle Mene-
laus, and given the high priesthood to Alcimus, who was
not of the stock of the high priests, being induced by Lysias

to transfer that dignity from his family to another house,

he fled to Ptolemy king of Egypt

;

x and being held in great

esteem by him and his wife Cleopatra, he asked and
obtained a place in the district of Heliopolis,

2 wherein he
built a temple like that at Jerusalem. But of these things

I shall hereafter give an account in a place more proper

for it.

CHAP. X.

Hoiv Bacchides, the General of Demetrius' Army, made an
Expedition against Judwa, and returned without success ;

and how Nicanor was sent a little afterwards against

Judas, and perished, together with his Army ; as also

concerning the Death of Alcimus, and the Succession of

Judas.
§i-

ABOUT the same time, Demetrius, 3 the son of Seleucus,

fled away from Eome, and took Tripolis, a city of

Syria, and set the diadem on his owd head. He also

gathered together certain mercenary soldiers, and entered

the kingdom, and was joyfully received by all, who de-

livered themselves up to him. And when they had taken

1 Ptolemy V., Epiphanes, 205-181 b.c. His wife was a daughter of

Antiochus the Great.
2 To the N.E. of Cairo. Possibly Tell el-Yehudi.
3 Demetrius I., Soter, son of Seleucus Philopator, and grandson of

Antiochus the Great, was the rightful heir to the throne which had

been usurped by Antiochus Epiphanes. He reigned 162-150 B.C.
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Antiochus, the king, and Lysias, they brought them to

him alive ; both of whom were immediately put to death

by the command of Demetrius, when Antiochus had reigned

two years, as I have already related elsewhere. And now
many of the wicked Jewish fugitives came together to him,

and with them Alcimus the high priest, who accused the

whole nation, and particularly Judas and his brothers, and
said, that they had slain all his friends, and that those in

the kingdom that were of his party, and waited for his

return, were put to death by them ; and that these men
had ejected them out of their own country, and caused

them to be sojourners in a foreign land ; and they desired

that he would send one of his own friends, and ascertain

through him what mischief Judas' party had done.

§ 2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent Bac-

chides, a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, an able man, and
one that had been intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and
gave him an army, and committed Alcimus the high priest

to his care, and ordered him to slay Judas and those that

were with him. So Bacchides set out from Antioch with

his army, and when he was come into Judaea, he sent to

Judas and his brothers to treat on friendship and peace,

for he had a mind to take him by treachery. But Judas
did not believe in him, for he saw that he came with an
army such as men do not bring when they come to make
peace, but only when they come to make war. However,
some of the people crediting what Bacchides caused to be
proclaimed, and supposing they should undergo no great

harm from Alcimus, who was their countryman, went over

to them, and when they had received oaths from both

of them, that neither they themselves, nor those of the

same views, should come to any harm, they trusted them-
selves with them. But Bacchides troubled not himself

about the oaths he had taken, but slew threescore of them,
although by not keeping his faith with those that first went
over to him he deterred all the rest who intended to go over

to him from doing so. And when he was gone out of Jeru-

salem, and was at the village called Bethzetho, 1 he sent and
arrested many of the deserters, and some of the people

1 The Bezeth of 1 Mace. vii. 19. Either the Mount of Olives or

Bezetha.
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also, and slew them all, and enjoined all that lived in the
country to submit to Alcimus, whom he left there, with
some part of the army, that he might be able to keep the
country in obedience, and returned to Antioch to king
Demetrius.

§ 3. Then Alcimus wishing to have his power more
firmly assured, and perceiving, that if he could make
the people his friends, he would govern with greater

security, ingratiated himself with all by kind words, and
carried himself to everybody in an agreeable and pleasant

manner, by which means he soon got a great body of men
and an army about him, although the greater part of them
were wicked and deserters. With these, whom he used as

his servants and soldiers, he went all over the country, and
slew all that he could find of Judas' party. And when
Judas saw that Alcimus was already become great, and
had destroyed many of the good and holy men of the

nation, he also went all over the country, and destroyed

those that were of the other's party. And when Alcimus
saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, but was unequal

to him in strength, he resolved to apply to king Demetrius
for assistance ; so he went to Antioch, and exasperated him
against Judas, accusing him of having suffered a good
deal at his hands, and saying that he would do more mis-

chief unless he were prevented, and brought to punish-

ment, by a powerful force being sent against him.

§ 4. Then Demetrius, being already of opinion that it

would be a thing injurious to his own interest to overlook

Judas, now he was become so great, sent against him
Nicanor, the most affectionate and faithful of all his friends

(for it was hewho fled away with him from the city of Some),

and also gave him as large a force as he thought sufficient

to conquer Judas, and bade him not spare the nation at all.

Now when Nicanor was come to Jerusalem, he resolved

not to fight Judas immediately, but judged it better to

get him into his power by treachery, so he sent him a

message of peace, and said there was no necessity for them
to fight and hazard themselves, and he would pledge him
his oath that he would do him no harm, for he only

came with some friends, in order to let him know what

king Demetrius' intentions were, and what his views about
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their nation. When Nicanor delivered this message,

Judas and his brothers listened to him, suspecting no
deceit, and gave him assurances of friendship, and received

Nicanor and his army. But while he was greeting Judas,

and they were talking together, he gave a certain signal

to his soldiers to seize Judas ; but he perceived the

treachery, and ran back to his own soldiers and fled away
with them. And upon this discovery of his purpose, and the

trap laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open war
upon him, and gathered his army together, and made pre-

parations for fighting him, and on joining battle with him
at a certain village called Capharsalama, 1 he beat him, and
forced him to flee to the citadel which was in Jerusalem.

§ 5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel to

the temple, some of the priests and elders met him and
saluted him ; and showed him the sacrifices which they
said they were offering to God for the king : upon
which he blasphemed, and threatened, unless the people
delivered up Judas to him, to pull down the temple
on his return. And when he had thus threatened, he
departed from Jerusalem, but the priests fell into tears

for grief at what he said, and besought God to deliver

them from their enemies. Now Nicanor, when he was
gone from Jerusalem, and was at a certain village called

Bethhoron, 2
pitched his camp there, another army from

Syria having joined him : and Judas pitched his camp at

Adasa, 3
another village thirty furlongs from Bethhoron,

having with him no more than a thousand soldiers. And
when he had encouraged them not to be dismayed at the
multitude of their enemies, nor to regard how many they
were against whom they were going to fight, but to con-
sider who they themselves were, and for what rewards
they hazarded themselves, and to attack the enemy cou-
rageously, he led them out to fight, and joining battle

with Nicanor, overcame the enemy after a severe fight,

and slew many of them ; and at last Nicanor himself fell

fighting gloriously. Upon his fall his army did not stay,

but having lost their general turned to flight and threw
down their arms ; and Judas pursued them, and slew

1 Not identified. 2 Beit ' Ur.
3 Kh. 'Adaseh, eight miles south of Jtifna, Gophna.
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them ; and gave notice to the neighbouring villages by the
sound of the trumpets that he had conquered the enemy.
And when the inhabitants heard the trumpets they put on
their armour quickly, and met their enemies as they were
running away, and slew them, insomuch that not one of

them escaped out of this battle, and there were nine thousand
of them. This victory happened to fall on the thirteenth

day of that month, which is by the Jews called Adar, and
by the Macedonians Dystrus ; and the Jews celebrate this

victory every year thereon, and esteem the day as a
festival. After this the Jewish nation was for a while

free from wars, and enjoyed peace, but afterwards it re-

turned to its former state of wars and perils.

§ 6. And now, as the high priest Alcimus meant
to pull down the wall of the sanctuary, which had been

there of old time and had been built by the holy prophets,

he was smitten suddenly by God, and fell down speechless

upon the ground, and after undergoing torments for several

days, he at length died, when he had been high priest four

years. And when he was dead, the people bestowed the

high priesthood on Judas, who hearing of the power of the

Romans, and that they had conquered in war Galatia and
Iberia and Carthage in Libya, and that besides these they

had subdued Greece, and the kings Perseus and Philip and
Antiochus the Great, resolved to enter into a league of

friendship with them. He therefore sent to Rome two of

his friends, Eupolemus the son of John, and Jason the son

of Eleazar, and by them begged the Eomans to assist them
and be their friends, and to write to Demetrius not to fight

against the Jews. And the senate received the ambassa-

dors that came from Judas to Rome, and discussed with

them the errand on which they came, and granted them a

league of assistance. They also made a decree concerning

it, and sent a copy of it into Judaea. It was also laid up
in the Capitol, and engraven on tables of brass. The
decree itself was as follows. " The decree of the senate

concerning a league of assistance and friendship with the

nation of the Jews. It shall not be lawful for any that are

subject to the Romans to make war against the nation of the

Jews, nor to assist those that do so either with corn or ships

or money. And if any people attack the Jews, the Romans
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shall assist them to the utmost of their power. Again, if

any people attack the Romans, the Jews shall assist them.

And if the Jews have a mind to add anything to, or with-

draw anything from, this league of assistance, it shall be

done with the common consent of the people of the Eomans.

And whatever addition shall thus be made shall be of force."

This decree was written by Eupolemus the son of John, and

by Jason the son of Eleazar, when Judas was high priest of

the nation, and his brother Simon general of the army.

And thus came about the first league between the Romans
and the Jews.

CHAP. XI.

How Bacchides was again sent out against Judas ; and how
Judas fell fighting courageously.

§ L
.NOW when Demetrius was informed of the death of

Nicanor, and of the destruction of the army that was
with him, he sent Bacchides again with an army into

Judaea, who set out from Antioch, and came into Judaea,

and pitched his camp at Arbela,
1 a city of Galilee, and

having besieged and taken those that were in caves there
2

(for many of the people had fled to them), he removed
from thence and made all the haste he could to Jerusa-

lem. And when he learned that Judas had pitched his

camp at a certain village whose name was Bethzetho, 3 he

hurried up against him his army consisting of twenty thou-

sand foot and two thousand horse. Now Judas had no more
soldiers than one thousand.4 When these saw the number of

Bacchides' men they were afraid, and left their camp, and

1 Irbid, west of the Sea of Galilee.
2 The caves in the Wtidy Hammdm, below Irbid.
3 In 1 Mace. ix. 4, Berea, probably Blrek, north of Jerusalem.
4 That Josephus' copy had here not 1,000 but 3,000, with 1 Mace.

ix. 5, is very plain, because though the main part ran away at first even

in Josephus, as well as in 1 Mace. ix. 6, yet, as there, so here, 800

are said to have remained with Judas, which would be absurd, if the

whole number had been no more than 1,000.—W.
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fled away, all "but eight hundred. Now though (Judas

was deserted by his own soldiers, and the enemy pressed

him hard and gave him no time to gather his army toge-

ther, he was disposed to fight with Bacchides' army,
though he had but eight hundred men with him ; so he
exhorted these men to undergo the danger courageously,

and encouraged them to attack the enemy. And when
they said they were not able to fight so great an army,

and advised that they should retire now and save them-
selves, and that when he had got all his men together,

he should then fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer
was this :

" Let not the sun ever see such a thing as that

I should show my back to the enemy ; and even though
this be the time that will bring me to my end, and I must
die in this battle, I will rather stand to it courageously,

and bear whatever comes, than by now running away
bring reproach upon my former exploits, and tarnish their

glory." This was the speech he made to those who
remained with him, whereby he encouraged them to attack

the enemy.

§ 2. Then Bacchides led his army out of their camp,

and' put them in battle array. He set the horse on both

the wings, and posted the light soldiers and archers in

front of the whole line, and stationed himself on the right

wing. Andwhen he had thus put his army in order of battle,

and was going to engage with the enemy, he commanded
the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, and the army to

make a shout and to fall on the enemy. And when Judas

had done the same, he joined battle with them, and both

sides fought valiantly, and the battle continued till sunset,

when Judas noticed that Bacchides and the strongest part

of the army was on the right wing, so he
I
took the most

courageous men with him, and ran upon that part of the

army, and fell upon those that were there, and broke their

ranks, wedging himself into the middle, and forced them

to run away, and pursued them as far as a mountain

called Aza. 1 But when those on the left wing saw that the

right wing was routed, they hemmed Judas in and pursued

him, and came behind him, and got him in the middle of

1 The < Mount Azotus ' of 1 Mace. ix. 15-18. Apparently the hill of

Bir ez-Zeit, neai* Jufna, Gophna.
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their army ; so not being able to fly, but surrounded by
enemies, he stood still, and he and those that were with

him fought desperately, and when he had slain a great

many of those that came against him, he was at last

wounded and fell, and gave up the ghost, and died in a
way worthy of his former famous actions. When Judas
had fallen, those that were with him had no one whom
they could look to, so when they saw themselves deprived

of such a general, they fled. But Simon and Jonathan,
Judas' brothers, received his dead body from the enemy
under a truce, and carried it to the village of Modiim,
where their father had been buried, and there they buried
him, and the people lamented for him many days, and per-

formed the usual solemn funeral rites. And this was the end
of Judas, a noble man and great warrior, and mindful of the

commands of his father Mattathias, who endured all

things, both in doing and suffering, for the liberty of his

countrymen. And his character being so excellent, he left

behind him a glorious reputation and memory by gaining
freedom for his nation, and delivering them from slavery

under the Macedonians. And when he had retained the
high-priesthood three years, he died.

BOOK XIII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTY-TWO YEARS.
FROM THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS TO THE DEATH
OF QUEEN ALEXANDRIA.

CHAP. I.

How Jonathan took the Government after his brother Judas,
and with his brother Simon waged War against B'acchides.

§i-

HOW the nation of the Jews recovered their freedom when
they had been brought into slavery by the Macedo-

nians, and how many and great struggles their general
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Judas went through, till he was slain fighting for them,
has been related in the previous book ; but after he was
dead, all the wicked, and those that transgressed the laws
of their forefathers, sprung up again in Judaea, and
nourished, and distressed them on every side. A famine
also assisted their wickedness and afflicted the country,
till not a few, by reason of their want of necessaries, and
because they were not able to bear up against the miseries
that both the famine and their enemies brought upon
them, deserted to the Macedonians. And now Bacchides
gathered those Jews together who had apostatized from
the way of living of their forefathers, and chose to live like

other nations, and committed the care of the country to
them. And they arrested the friends of Judas, and those of
party, and delivered them up to Bacchides, who, when he
had first tortured and tormented them at his pleasure, by
that means at last killed them. And when this misery of
the Jews had become so great, that they had never expe-
rienced the like since their return from Babylon, those
that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing the
nation perishing miserably, went to his brother Jonathan,
and begged that he would imitate his brother and the care

which he took of his countrymen, for whose general liberty

he died, and that he would not let the nation be without
a leader, especially in its present ruin. And when Jona-
than said that he was ready to die for them, as he was
indeed esteemed no way inferior to his brother, he was ap-

pointed to be the general of the Jewish army.

§ 2. When Bacchides heard this, and was afraid that

Jonathan might be very troublesome to the king and to

the Macedonians, as Judas had been before, he sought
to slay him by treachery ; but this intention of his was not
unknown to Jonathan, nor to his brother Simon : and
when these two were apprised of it, they took all their

companions, and hastily fled into the wilderness which
was nearest to the city, and when they were come to a lake

called Asphar, 1 they abode there. But when Bacchides
heard that they had shifted their quarters, and were in

1 Probably one of the small reservoirs for collecting rain water in the

desert. Xenophon (Anab. iv. 2, § 22) uses Xa/ococ for the subterranean

chambers in which he stored his wine.
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that place, he marched against them with all his forces,

and pitching his camp beyond the Jordan, recruited his

army. And when Jonathan knew that Bacchides was

coming upon him, he sent his brother John, who was also

called G-addis, to the Nabataean Arabs, that he might

deposit his baggage with them until the battle with Bac-

chides should be over, for they were the Jews' friends.

But the sons of Arnarseus laid an ambush for John from

the city of Medaba, 1
as he was on his journey to the Naba-

tasans, and seized upon him, and upon those that were

with him, and plundered all that they had with them, and

slew John and all his companions. However, they were

adequately punished for what they now did by John's

brothers, as I shall relate presently.

§ 3. Now when Bacchides learnt that Jonathan had
pitched his camp among the marshes of the Jordan, he

watched for the Sabbath-day, and then attacked him, sup-

posing that he would not fight on that day because of the

law. But Jonathan exhorted his companions to fight, and
told them that their lives were at stake, since they were

hemmed in by the river and by their enemies, and had no

way of escape, for their enemies pressed upon them in

front, and the river was behind them. And after he had
prayed to God to give them the victory, he joined battle

with the enemy, of whom he overthrew many ; and as he

saw Bacchides coming up boldly to him, he stretched out

his right hand to smite him, but he foreseeing and avoid-

ing the stroke, Jonathan with his companions leaped into

the river and swam across it, and by that means escaped

beyond the Jordan, as the enemy did not pursue them
over that river : but Bacchides returned at once to the

citadel at Jerusalem, having lost about two thousand of

his army. He also fortified many of the cities of Judaea,

whose walls had been demolished, as Jericho, and Emmaus,2

and Bethoron,
3 and Bethel,

4 and Tinmath, 5 and Pharatho, 6

and Tekoa,
7 and G-azara.

8 And he built towers in every one

1 Medeba, east of Jordan, and four miles S.E. of Hesbdn, Heshbon.
2 Emmaus, Nicopolis, 'Amwds. 3 Beit ' Ur el-Foka.
4 Beitin.

5 Tibnah.
6 Fer'ata, about six miles W. of Ndblus, Shechem. 7 Kh. TeM'a.
8 Gezer, Tell Jezar, four miles W. of Amwds.
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of those cities, and encompassed them with strong and high
walls, and put garrisons into them, that they might issue
out of them and do mischief to the Jews. He also fortified

the citadel at Jerusalem more than all the rest. More-
over, he took the sons of the principal Jews as hostages,
and shut them up in the citadel, and in that manner
guarded them.

§ 4. About the same time a person came to Jonathan
and his brother Simon, and told them that the sons of
Amaraeus were celebrating a marriage, and bringing the
bride, who was the daughter of one of the illustrious men
among the Arabians, from the city of Gabatha, 1 and that
the damsel was to be conducted with pomp and splendour.
So Jonathan and Simon, thinking that a most favourable
opportunity had presented itself for avenging the death of

their brother John, and that they had forces sufficient to

take satisfaction from them for his death, marched to

Medaba, and lay in wait among the mountains for the
coming of their enemies. And as soon as they saw them
conducting the virgin and her bridegroom, and a great

company of friends with them such as was to be expected
at a wedding, they sallied out of their ambush and slew
them all, and took their ornaments, and all the prey that

then followed them, and so returned, after taking this

satisfaction for their brother John from the sons of

Amaraeus, for as well as those sons themselves, their friends

and wives and children that followed them perished, being
in all about four hundred.

§ 5. Then Simon and Jonathan returned to the marshes
of the Jordan, and there abode. And Bacchides, when he
had secured all Judaea with his garrisons, returned to the

king : and now the affairs of Judaea were quiet for two
years. But when the deserters and the wicked saw that

Jonathan and those that were with him lived in the

country very quietly because of the peace, they sent to

king Demetrius, and besought him to send Bacchides to

seize upon Jonathan, which they showed could be done
without any trouble, for in one night, if they fell upon
them before they were aware, they might slay them all.

1 Possibly Jeb'a,
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So the king sent Baechides, who, when he was come into

Judaea, wrote to all his friends, both Jews and allies, to

seize upon Jonathan, and bring him to him ; but when,

upon all their endeavours, they were not able to seize

upon Jonathan, for he was aware of the snares laid for

him, and on his guard against them, Baechides was angry

at these deserters, as having imposed upon him and the

king, and took and slew fifty of their leaders. Whereupon
Jonathan, with his brother and those that were with him,

retired to Bethalaga,
1

a village that lay in the wilderness,

from fear of Baechides. He also built towers, and en-

compassed it with walls, so that he should be safely

guarded. Upon hearing this Baechides led out his army,

and took his Jewish allies besides, and marched against

Jonathan, and made an assault upon his fortifications, and

besieged him many days. But Jonathan did not abate his

courage at the energy Baechides displayed in the siege, but

courageously opposed him, and leaving his brother Simon
in the city to fight with Baechides, he went privately out

himself into the country, and got together a great body of

men of his own party, and fell upon Baechides' camp in

the night-time, and destroyed a great many of them. His

brother Simon also knew of his falling upon them, be-

cause he perceived that the enemies were slain by him, so

he too sallied out upon them, and burnt the engines which

the Macedonians used in the siege, and made a great

slaughter of them. And when Baechides saw himself in-

tercepted by the enemies, some of them before and some
behind him, he fell into dejection and trouble of mind,

being confounded at the unexpected ill success of the

siege. However, he vented his displeasure at this contre-

temps upon those deserters who got him sent by the king,

as having deluded him ; and wished to raise the siege in

a dignified manner, if it were possible for him to do so,

and then to return home.

§ 6. When Jonathan heard of his intention, he sent

ambassadors to him, to propose friendship and mutual
alliance, and that they should restore the captives taken

on both sides. Baechides thought this a dignified way of

1 In 1 Mace. ix. 02, Betli-basi, apparently Beth-Hoglah, 'Ain Hajlah,

near the north end of the Dead Sea.
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retiring home, and made a league of friendship with
Jonathan, and they swore that they would not any more
make war against one another. Accordingly they ex-

changed prisoners, and he returned to Antioch to the king,

and after this departure never invaded Judaea again. Then
Jonathan, having obtained this quiet state of things, went
and lived in the city of Michmash, 1 and there governed
the people, and punished the wicked and ungodly, and so

purged the nation of them.

CHAP. II.

How Alexander, warring with Demetrius, granted Jonathan
many Favours, and appointed him to he High Priest, and
persuaded him to assist him, although Demetrius promised
him greater Favours on the other side. Concerning the

Death of Demetrius.

§1.

NOW in the hundred and sixtieth year it so fell out that

Alexander, 2
the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, went up

into Syria and took Ptolemais, 3
the soldiers within having

betrayed it to him, for they were vexed with Demetrius on
account of his haughtiness and difficulty of access ; for he
used to shut himself up in a palace of his that had four

towers, which he had built himself not far from Antioch,

and would admit nobody. He was also slothful and negli-

gent about public affairs, whereby the hatred of his sub-

jects was the more kindled against him, as I have already

related elsewhere. But when Demetrius heard that Alex-

ander was in Ptolemais, he took his whole army and led it

against him : he also sent ambassadors to Jonathan, to

propose mutual alliance and friendship, for he resolved

to be beforehand with Alexander, lest he should treat

with Jonathan first, and gain assistance from him : and
this he did from the fear he had that Jonathan would
remember how ill he Demetrius had formerly treated him,

1 Mukhmds.
2 Alexander Balas claimed the throne in 152 B.C.
3 St. Jean d'Acre, 'A/cka.

II. B B
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and would join Alexander in the war against him. He
therefore gave orders that Jonathan should be allowed to

raise an army, and should get armour made, and should

receive back those Jewish hostages whom Bacchides had
shut up in the citadel at Jerusalem. When this good for-

tune had befallen Jonathan by the concession of Deme-
trius, he went to Jerusalem, and read the king's letter in

the audience of the people and of those that kept the

citadel. When this was read, those wicked nien and
deserters who were in the citadel were greatly afraid, on
the king's permission to Jonathan to raise an army and to

receive back the hostages. And he delivered every one of

them up to their parents. And thus did Jonathan make
his abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a better state,

and arranging everything as he pleased, and he gave orders

that the walls of the city should be built with square

stones, that it might be more secure against enemies.

And when those that kept the garrisons that were in

Judaea saw this, they all left them, and fled to Antioch,

except those that were in the city of Bethsura, and those

that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, for most of these

were of the wicked Jews and deserters, and so did not de-

liver up their garrisons.

§ 2. When Alexander knew what promises Demetrius
had made Jonathan, and also knew his courage and what
great things he had done when he fought against the

Macedonians, and also what hardships he had under-
gone at the hands of Demetrius and Bacchides the general

of Demetrius' s army, he told his friends that he could not

at the present conjuncture find any one that could afford

him better assistance than Jonathan, who was not only

courageous against his enemies, but also had a particular

hatred against Demetrius, as having both suffered many
injuries from him , and done many injuries to him. If there-

fore they were of opinion that they should make him their

friend against Demetrius, nothing was more for their ad-

vantage now than to invite him to assist them. It being

therefore determined by him and his friends to send to

Jonathan, he wrote to him the following letter. " King
Alexander to his brother Jonathan greeting. We have
long ago heard of thy courage and thy fidelity, and for
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that reason have sent to thee, to make with thee a league
of friendship and mutual alliance. We therefore appoint
thee this day high priest of the Jews, and order that thou
art to be called my friend. I have also sent thee, as

presents, a purple robe and a golden crown, and beg, now
thou art honoured by us, that thou wilt reciprocate our
sentiments."

§ 3. When Jonathan had received this letter, he put on
the high priest's robe at the time of the feast of Taber-
nacles,

1 four years after the death of his brother Judas, for

since that time no high priest had been made. And he
raised a large force, and had a quantity of arms made. This
greatly grieved Demetrius when he heard of it, and made
him blame himself for his tardiness in not anticipating

Alexander in getting the good-will of Jonathan, and giving

him opportunity to do so. However, he also himself

wrote a letter to Jonathan and to the people, the con-

tents whereof were as follows. " King Demetrius to Jona-

than and to the nation of the Jews greeting. Since

you have preserved your friendship for us, and though
you have been tempted by my enemies, have not joined

yourselves to them, I not only commend you for this your

fidelity, but also exhort you to continue in the same, for

which you shall be repaid, and receive rewards and favours

from us. For I will free you from most of the tribute and
taxes which you formerly paid to the kings my predecessors

and to myself; and I do now set you free from those

tributes which you have ever paid ; and besides, I forgive

you the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns which

you used to offer to me
;

a and instead of the third part of

1 Since Jonathan plainly did not put on the pontifical robes till seven

or eight years after the death of his brother Judas, or not till the feast

of Tabernacles in the 160th year of the Selucidae, 1 Maccab. x. 21, Petitus's

emendation seems here to deserve consideration, who, instead of four

years after the death of his brother Judas, would have us read eight

years after the death of his brother Judas. This would tolerably well

agree with the date of the Maccabees, and with Josephus's own exact

chronology at the end of the twentieth book of the Antiquities, which the

present text cannot be made to do.—W.
2 Take Grotius's note here :

" The Jews (says he) were wont to pre-

sent crowns to the kings [of Syria ;] afterwards that gold, which was

paid instead of those crowns, or which was expended in making them,

was called the crown gold and crown tax." On 1 Maccab. x. 29.—W.
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the fruits [of the field,] and half the fruits of the trees, I

give up my share of them from this day. And as to

the poll-tax, which ought to be paid me for every inhabi-

tant of Judaea, and of the three toparchies that adjoin

Judaea, Samaria and Galilee and Peraea, this I concede

to you now and for all time to come. I will also that the

city of Jerusalem be holy and inviolable, and free from

tithe and taxes to its utmost bounds : and I permit your

high priest Jonathan to hold the citadel, that he may
place as garrison in it such persons as he approves of for

fidelity and good-will to himself, that they may keep it for

us. I also make free all those Jews who have been made
captives and slaves in my kingdom. I also give order that

the beasts of the Jews be not pressed for our service. And
let their Sabbaths, and all their festivals, and three days

before each of them, be free from any public burdens.

I likewise set free the Jews that dwell in my kingdom,

and order that no injury be done to them. I also give

leave to such of them as are willing to enlist in my
army, that as many as thirty thousand may do so,

which Jewish soldiers, wherever they go, shall have the

same pay that my own army has : and some of them I

will place in my garrisons, and some as guards about

mine own body, and some as rulers over those that are

in my court. I give them leave also to use the laws of

their forefathers, and to observe them, and I will that they

have power over the three toparchies that adjoin Judaea,

and it shall be in the power of the high priest to see that

not one Jew shall have any other temple for worship but

that at Jerusalem. I offer also out of my own revenues

yearly, for the expenses of the sacrifices, one hundred and
fifty thousand drachmae, and what money is over I will

that it shall be your own. I also remit to you those ten

thousand drachmae which the kings received from the

temple, because they belong to the priests that minister in

the temple. And whoever shall flee to the temple at

Jerusalem, or to its precincts, either owing the king money,

or on any other account, let them be set free, and let their

property be untouched. I also give you leave to repair

and rebuild your temple, and that at my expense. I also

allow you to build the walls of your city, and to erect high
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towers, and let them be erected at niy expense. And if

there be any fortress that would be convenient to have very
strong in the country of the Jews, let it be built at my
expense."

§ 4. This was what Demetrius promised, and granted
to the Jews, in this letter. But king Alexander raised a
great army of mercenary soldiers, and of those that joined

him from Syria, and marched against Demetrius. And in

the battle that ensued, the left wing of Demetrius put
those opposite them to flight, and pursued them a great

way, and slew many of them, and spoiled their camp, but
the right wing, where Demetrius happened to be, was
beaten. And as for all the rest, they ran away, but
Demetrius fought courageously, and slew a great many of

the enemy, but as he was in pursuit of the rest, his horse

carried him into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out,

and there it happened, upon his horse's falling down, that

he could not escape being killed; for when his enemies
saw what had befallen him, they turned back, and sur-

rounded Demetrius, and all threw their darts at him, and
he being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length he
received so many wounds, that he was not able to resist

any longer, but fell. And this is the end that Demetrius *

came to when he had reigned eleven years, as I have else-

where related.

CHAP. III.

The Friendship between Onias arid Ptolemy Philometor

;

and how Onias built a Temple in Egypt like that at

Jerusalem.

§i-

NOW the son of Onias the high priest, who had the same
name as his father, and who had fled to king Ptolemy, 2

who was called Philometor, lived now at Alexandria, as

I have said already ; and when he saw that Judaea was
ravaged by the Macedonians and their kings, desiring to

purchase to himself eternal memory and fame, he resolved

1 The defeat and death of Demetrius was in 150 B.C.
a Ptolemy VI., Philometor, 181-146 B.C.
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to send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave

of them that he might build a temple in Egypt like that

at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites and priests out of

their own stock. The chief reason why he was desirous to

do so was that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah, who
lived more than six hundred years before, and foretold that

there certainly was to be a temple built to the most high Grod

in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. Onias was incited by
this prediction, and wrote the following letter to Ptolemy
and Cleopatra. " Having done you many and great ser-

vices in war by the help of G-od, and being in Ccele-Syria

and Phoenicia, and having gone with the Jews to Leon-
topolis * in the district of Heliopolis, and to other places of

your nation, I found that most of your people had temples
in an improper manner, and that on that account they
bore ill-will to one another, which happened to the

Egyptians because of the multitude of their temples, and
their different opinions about divine worship. Now I

found a very fit place in a stronghold that has its name
from rural Bubastis,

2
the place is full of wood of various

kinds and sacred animals. I desire, therefore, that you
will grant me leave to purge this holy place, which belongs
to no special divinity and is fallen down, and to build

there a temple to the most high God, after the pattern of

that in Jerusalem, and of the same dimensions, for the
benefit of yourself and your wife and children, that those

Jews who dwell in Egypt may have a place where they
may come and meet together in mutual harmony with one
another, and assist you in your needs. For the prophet
Isaiah foretold that there should be an altar in Egypt to

the Lord G-od. And many other such things did he pro-

phesy relating to the place."

§ 2. This was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy.
Now any one may conjecture his piety, and that of his

sister and wife Cleopatra, by the letter which they wrote
in answer to it ; for they laid the sin and transgression of

the law upon the head of Onias. For this was their reply.
" King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias greeting.

We have read thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to

1 Probably Tell el-Yehiidi, near the Shibin el-Kanater railway station.
2 Tell Basta, near the Zagazig railway station.
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be given thee to purge the temple which is fallen down at
Leontopolis in the district of Heliopolis, and which has
its name from the rural Bubastis. So we cannot but
wonder that it should be pleasing to God to have a temple
erected in a place so unclean, and so full of sacred animals.
But since thou sayest that Isaiah the prophet foretold this

long ago, we give thee leave to do it, if it may be done
according to your law, and so that we may not appear to

have offended God at all in the matter."

§ 3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple, and an
altar to God, like that in Jerusalem, but smaller and
poorer. I do not think it needful for me now to describe

its dimensions or its vessels, which have been already

described in the seventh book of my Jewish War. And
Onias found some Jews like himself, and priests and Levites

to perform divine service there. But I have said enough
about this temple.

§ 4. Now it came to pass that the Jews in Alexandria
had a quarrel with the Samaritans, who paid their wor-
ship to the temple that was built in the days of Alexander
on Mount Gerizim, and disputed about their temples

before Ptolemy himself, the Jews saying that according to

the laws of Moses the temple was to be built at Jerusalem,

and the Samaritans saying that it was to be built on
Mount Gerizim. They desired therefore the king to sit

with his friends, and hear a debate on these matters, and
punish those with death who were beaten in the argu-

ment. Now Sabbseus and Theodosius managed the argu-

ment for the Samaritans, and Andronicus, the son of

Messalamus, for the people of Jerusalem and the Jews.

And they swore by God and the king to prove their case

according to the law, and they desired of Ptolemy, that

he would put to death whoever he should find violated

what they had sworn to. And the king took several

of his friends into counsel, and sat down to hear what
the pleaders said. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria

were in great concern for those who were to contend for

the temple at Jerusalem; for they took it very ill that

any should try to take away the reputation of their

temple, which was so ancient and celebrated all over the

world. Now as Sabbaeus and Theodosius gave leave to
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Andronicus to speak first, he began to show, from the law
and the succession of the high priests, how every one had
received that dignity, and ruled over the temple in suc-

cession from his father, and how all the kings of Asia had
honoured that temple with their votive offerings and the

most splendid gifts, while as for that at Grerizim, no one

made any account of it, or regarded it, as if it had a being

at all. By this speech and similar arguments Andronicus
persuaded the king to determine that the temple at Jeru-

salem was built according to the laws of Moses, and to put

Sabbseus and Theodosius to death. And these were the

events that befell the Jews at Alexandria in the days of

Ptolemv Philometor.

CHAP. IV.

How Alexander greatly honoured Jonathan, and how Deme-
trius, the Son of Demetrius, overcame Alexander, and be-

came King himself, and made a League of Friendship

with Jonathan.

§1.
DEMETEIUS having been slain in battle, as I have

stated above, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria,

and wrote to Ptolemy Philometor asking his daughter in

marriage, and said it was but just that he should be
joined in affinity to one who had now recovered the throne
of his forefathers, and had been promoted to it by God's
providence, and had conquered Demetrius, and was on
other accounts not unworthy of being connected with him.
Ptolemy received this offer of marriage gladly, and wrote
him an answer, congratulating him on account of his

having recovered the throne of his forefathers, and
promising him that he would give him his daughter in

marriage, and desiring him to meet him at Ptolemais, as

he would bring his daughter there, for he would accompany
her so far from Egypt, and would there give her to him in

marriage. When Ptolemy had written this, he soon went
to Ptolemais, and brought his daughter Cleopatra along
with him ; and as he found Alexander there before him,
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as he desired him, he gave him his daughter in marriage,
and for her dowry gave as much silver and gold as became
such a king to give.

§ 2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote to

Jonathan the high priest, and desired him to come to

Ptolemais. And when he came to the kings, and made
them magnificent presents, he was honoured by them both.

Alexander also compelled him to put off his own garment,
and to put on a purple garment, and made him sit with
him on his throne, and commanded his captains to go with
him into the middle of the city, and proclaim that it was
not permitted to any one to speak against him, or to cause

him any trouble. And when the captains had done so,

those that were prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who
bore him ill-will, when they saw the honour that was done
him by proclamation by the king's order, ran away, and
were afraid lest some mischief should befall them. Nay,
king Alexander was so very kind to Jonathan, that he
registered him as the principal of his friends.

§ 3. Now in the hundred and sixty-fifth year Demetrius, 1

the son of Demetrius, came from Crete with a great num-
ber of mercenary soldiers, whom Lasthenes the Cretan fur-

nished him with, and sailed to Cilicia. This news threw

Alexander into great concern and anxiety, so he hastened

immediately from Phoenicia to Antioch, that he might put

matters in a safe posture there, before Demetrius should

come. He also left Apollonius Daus governor of Coele-Syria,

who coming to Jamnia 2 with a great army, sent to Jonathan

the high priest, and told him, that it was not right that he

alone should live in security and authority, not being

subject to the king, and that this brought him reproach

among all men, that he had not yet made himself subject

to the king. " Do not thou therefore deceive thyself (he

continued), sitting among the mountains, and thinking thy-

self strong, but if thou hast any reliance on thy strength,

come down into the plain, and let our armies be pitted to-

gether, and the event of the battle will prove which of us

is the best man. Know, however, that the most valiant

men of every city are in my army, and these are the

: Demetrius II., Nicator, landed in Syria in 148 B.C.
2 Yebnah.
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very men who have always beaten thy progenitors ; but
let ns have the battle on ground where we may fight with

weapons, and not with stones, and where there may be no
place where those that are beaten may flee to."

§ 4. Jonathan was irritated at this message, and picking

out ten thousand of his soldiers, marched from Jerusa-

lem with his brother Simon, and went to Joppa, and
pitched his camp outside the city, because the people of

Joppa had shut their gates against him, for they had a

garrison in the city put there by Apollonius. But as

Jonathan was preparing to besiege them, they were afraid he
would take the city by storm, so they opened the gates to

him. And Apollonius, when he heard that Joppa was
taken by Jonathan, took three thousand horse and eight

thousand foot, and went to Azotus, 1 and removing thence

made his journey silently and slowly, and going up to

Joppa, feigned to retire, and so drew Jonathan into the

plain, as he prided himself highly upon his horse, and
placed his hopes of victory principally in them. And
Jonathan sallied out, and pursued Apollonius to Azotus

;

and as soon as Apollonius perceived that his enemy was
in the plain, he came back and gave him battle. Now
Apollonius had laid a thousand horsemen in ambush in a
valley, that they might take their enemies in the rear, and
though Jonathan perceived this, he was in no consterna-

tion, but ordering his army to form a square he charged
them to repel the enemy on both sides, and set them so as

to face those that attacked them both before and behind.

And as the fight lasted till the evening, he gave part of his

forces to his brother Simon, and ordered him to attack the

enemies' lines, but he himself charged those that were
with him to cover themselves with their armour, and so

receive the darts of the horsemen. And they did as they
were commanded, so that the enemy's horsemen, though
they threw their darts till they had no more left, did them
no harm, for the darts that were thrown did not enter

their bodies, as they lit upon their shields, that were
joined and united together, the compactness of which easily

resisted the force of the darts, which glanced off without

1 Esdud.
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taking effect. But when the enemy grew tired of throwing
darts from morning till late at night, Simon perceived

their weariness, and fell upon the main body of the

enemy, and as his soldiers fought with great vigour, he
put them to flight. And when the horse saw that the

foot ran away, neither did they stay themselves, but being

very weary by the fight lasting till the evening, and their

hope from the foot being quite gone, they ran away in

great disorder and confusion, till they separated from
one another, and were scattered over all the plain. Upon
which Jonathan pursued them as far as Azotus, and
slew a great many of them, and compelled the rest, who
despaired of escaping, to flee to the temple of Dagon,
which was at Azotus. But Jonathan took the city at the

first onset, and burnt it and the villages round it, nor did

he abstain from the temple of Dagon itself, but he burnt

it also, and so killed those that had fled to it. Now the

entire number of the enemies that fell in the battle, or

were burnt to death in the temple, was eight thousand.

Now when Jonathan had overcome so great an army, he

removed from Azotus, and went to Ascalon, 1 and when he

had pitched his camp outside the city, the people of

Ascalon came out and met him, bringing him presents,

and honouring him ; and he gratefully accepted their kind-

ness, and returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal

of spoil which he got when he conquered his enemies.

And when Alexander heard that his general Apollonius

was beaten, he pretended to be glad of it, because he had

fought with his friend and ally Jonathan against his

directions. Accordingly, he sent to Jonathan, and bore

testimony to his worth, and gave him honorary rewards,
2

as a gold pin, which it is the custom to give the king's

kinsmen, and allowed him Ekron 3 and its toparchy as his

own inheritance.

§ 5. About this time king Ptolemy, who was called Philo-

metor, came to Syria with a land and sea force to the

1 'Askaldn.
2 Dr. Hudson here observes, that the Phoenicians and Romans used

to reward such as had deserved well of them, by presenting to them a
1 gold pin.' See chap. 5, § 4.—W.

3 'Akir.
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assistance of Alexander, who was his son-in-law
;

x and all

the cities received him in a friendly manner, as Alexander
had commanded them to do, and conducted him as far as

Azotns, where all made loud complaints about the burning
of the temple of Dagon, and accused Jonathan of having
destroyed it and the adjacent country with fire, and slain

a great number of them. Ptolemy heard these accusations,

but said nothing. Jonathan also went to Joppa to meet
Ptolemy, and received from him handsome presents, and
all marks of honour. And when he had escorted him as

far as the river called Eleutherus,
2 he returned again to

Jerusalem.

§ 6. But when Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, most unex-
pectedly he was very near destruction, for he was plotted

against by Alexander, through Ammonius who was his

friend. And when the plot was detected, Ptolemy wrote
to Alexander, and demanded of him that he should bring

Ammonius to condign punishment, informing him of the

way he had plotted against him, and desiring that he might
be accordingly punished. But as Alexander did not com-
ply with his demands, he perceived that it was he himself

who had laid the design, and was very angry with him.
Alexander had also formerly been on very ill terms with
the people of Antioch because of Ammonius, for they
had suffered very much at his hands. However Ammonius
at length underwent the punishment his insolent crimes
had deserved, for he was killed in an opprobrious manner
as a woman, having endeavoured to conceal himself in

feminine dress, as I have elsewhere related.

§ 7. And now Ptolemy blamed himself for having given
his daughter in marriage to Alexander, and for assisting

him against Demetrius, so he dissolved his connection with
him, and took his daughter away from him, and imme-
diately sent to Demetrius, and offered to make league of

mutual alliance and friendship with him, and agreed to

give him his daughter in marriage, and to restore him to

the throne of his fathers. Demetrius was well pleased

with this message, and accepted his alliance, and his

1 Alexander Balas had married Cleopatra, the daughter of Ptolemy
Philometor.

2 Nahr cl-Kebir, north of Tripolis.
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daughter's hand in marriage. But Ptolemy had still one
more hard task to do, and that was to persuade the people
of Antioch to receive Demetrius, because they were hostile

to him on account of the injuries his father Demetrius had
done them, yet he did bring it about. For as the people
of Antioch hated Alexander on Ammonius' account, as I

have related already, they were easily prevailed to cast

him out of Antioch ; and he, being thus expelled out of

Antioch, went into Cilicia. Ptolemy then went to Antioch,
and was made king by its inhabitants and by the army ; so

that he was forced to put on two diadems, the one of Asia,

the other of Egypt. But being naturally a good and
righteous man, and not desirous of what belonged to

others, and, besides this being also wise in reading the

future, he determined to avoid exciting the envy 01 the

Eomans ; so he called the people of Antioch together to

an assembly, and urged them to receive Demetrius ; and
assured them, that he would not be mindful of what they

had done to his father, in case he should now be obliged

by them ; and undertook that he would himself be a

good preceptor and governor to him ; and promised that

he would not permit him to attempt any bad actions ; and
said that for his part he was contented with the king-

dom of Egypt. By these words he persuaded the people

of Antioch to receive Demetrius.

§ 8. And now Alexander marched from Cilicia into

Syria with a numerous and great army, and burnt and
ravaged the country belonging to Antioch, whereupon

Ptolemy and his son-in-law Demetrius (for he had already

given him his daughter in marriage), led their army
against him, and beat Alexander, and put him to flight,

and he fled to Arabia. Now it happened, in the battle,

that Ptolemy's horse was frightened at hearing the cry of

an elephant, and threw him, and his enemies seeing this

rushed at him, and gave him many wounds upon his head,

and brought him into danger of death ; for when his body-

guards rescued him, he was so very ill, that for four days

he was insensible and speechless. However, Zabel, a.

prince among the Arabians, cut off Alexander's head, and

sent it to Ptolemy, who recovering of his wounds, and be-

coming sensible on the fifth day, heard at once most agree-
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able news, and saw a most agreeable sight, namely beard of

the deatb and saw the head of Alexander
;
yet a little after

this joy and satisfaction at the death of Alexander, he

also departed this life. Now, Alexander, who was called

Balas, reigned over Asia five years, as I have related else-

where.

§ 9. But when Demetrius, who was also called Nicator, 1

had taken over the kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat

Ptolemy's soldiers very hardly, neither remembering the

alliance that was between them, nor that he was his son-

in-law and kinsman by his marriage with Cleopatra, so

the soldiers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexandria,

but Demetrius retained the elephants. And Jonathan the

high priest levied an army out of all Judsea, and attacked

the citadel at Jerusalem, and besieged it ; it was held by
a garrison of Macedonians, and by some of those impious

men who had abandoned the customs of their forefathers.

These men at first despised the attempts of Jonathan to

take the place, relying on its strength ; but some of those

wicked men went out by night and came to Demetrius, and
informed him that the citadel was being besieged ; and he

was irritated with what he heard, and took his army, and
went from Antioch against Jonathan. And when he was
at Ptolemais he wrote to him, and commanded him to

come quickly to him there ; upon which Jonathan did not

intermit the siege of the citadel, but took with him the

elders of the people and the priests, and carried with him
gold and silver and garments, and a great number of

presents, and went to Demetrius, and presented him with

them, and so pacified the king's anger. So he was
honoured by him, and received from him the confirmation

of his high priesthood, as he had got it by the grants of

the kings his predecessors. And when the Jewish de-

serters accused him, Demetrius was so far from giving

credit to them, that when Jonathan petitioned him that he

would demand no more than three hundred talents for the

tribute of all Judsea and the three toparchies of Samaria

1 This name, ' Demetrius Nicator,' or c Demetrius the Conqueror/ is

so written on his still extant coins, as Hudson and Spanheim inform

us ; the latter ofwhom gives us here the entire inscription, ' King Deme-
trius the God Philadelphus Nicator.'—W.
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Persea and Galilee, he complied with the proposal, and
gave him a letter whose contents were as follows. " King
Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and to the nation of

the Jews, greeting. We have sent you a copy of the letter

which we have written to Lasthenes our kinsman, that

you may know its contents. ' King Demetrius to Lasthenes
his father greeting. I have determined to return thanks,

and to show favour, to the nation of the Jews, who have
acted uprightly to us. Accordingly, I remit to them the

three prefectures, Apherima, 1 Lydda, 2 and Ramatha, 3 which
were added to Judaea out of Samaria, with their appur-
tenances, as also what the kings my predecessors received

from those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem, and what
are due from the fruits of the earth and trees, and what
else belongs to us, as the salt pits and crowns that used to

be presented to us. Nor shall they be compelled to pay
any of these taxes either now or henceforth.' Take care

therefore that a copy of this letter be taken, and given

to Jonathan, and be set up in some prominent place in

the holy temple." Such were the contents of the letter.

And now, when Demetrius saw that there was peace every-

where, and that there was no danger nor fear of war, he
disbanded his army, and diminished their pay, and was
bountiful only to such foreigners as had come with him
from Crete and the other islands. However, this pro-

cured him ill-will and hatred from the soldiers, on whom
he bestowed nothing from this time, whereas the kings

before him used to pay them even in time of peace as

much as they did in war, that they might have their good-

will, and that they might be very ready to undergo the

perils of war, if occasion should require.

1 Probably Ephraim, Taiyibeh. 2 Ltidd.
3 Probably the same as Kamathaim-Zophim, in Mount Ephraim

;

not identified.
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CHAP. V.

How Trypho, after he had beaten Demetrius, handed over

the kingdom to Antiochus the Son of Alexander, and got

Jonathan for his Ally ; and concerning the Actions and
Embassies of Jonathan.

NOW a certain commander of Alexander's forces, an
Apamian by birth, whose name was Diodotns, though

he was also called Trypho, 1 took notice of the ill-will the

soldiers bore to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the

Arabian, who was bringing up Antiochus the son of

Alexander, and told him what ill-will the army bore to

Demetrius, and persuaded him to hand over to him An-
tiochus, for he said he would make him king, and restore

to him the kingdom of his father. Malchus at first op-

posed him in this, as he did not trust him, but as Trypho
urged him for a long time, he at last persuaded him to

comply with his views. Such was the state of affairs with

Trypho.

§ 2. Meantime Jonathan the high priest, being desirous

to get rid of those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem,

and of the Jewish deserters, and wicked men, as well as of

those in all the garrisons in the country, sent presents and
ambassadors to Demetrius, and entreated him to take

away his soldiers from the strongholds of Judaea. Deme-
trius made answer that after the war, which he was now
deeply engaged in, was over, he would not only grant him
that, but greater things than that also, and begged him to

send him some assistance, and informed him that his army
had revolted. So Jonathan picked out three thousand of

his soldiers, and sent them to Demetrius.

§ 3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both

on account of the mischief he had himself done them, and
because they were his enemies also on account of his father

Demetrius, who had very badly treated them ; so they

1 Trypho, according to Strabo, was a native of Cariana, in the district

of Apamea, KaVdt el-Medyk, in Syria.
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watched for some opportunity which they might lay hold
of, to fall upon him. And when they were informed of

the assistance that was coming to Demetrius from Jona-
than, and considered at the same time that he would raise

a numerous army, unless they prevented him, they took
up arms, and surrounded his palace as if besieging it,

and occupied all the outlets, and sought to subdue their

king. And when he saw that the people of Antioch were
become his bitter enemies, and were thus in arms, he took
the mercenary soldiers whom he had with him, and those

Jews who had been sent by Jonathan, and assaulted the

Antiochians ; but he was overpowered by them and beaten,

for they were many myriads. But when the Jews saw that

the Antiochians were getting the better of it, they went
up to the roof of the palace, and shot at them from
thence, and because they were so remote from them by
their height, that they suffered nothing on their side, but
did great execution on them, fighting from such an eleva-

tion, they drove them out of the adjoining houses, and
immediately set them on fire. Thereupon the flames

spread over the whole city, and burnt it all down, by
reason of the closeness of the houses, and because they

were mostly built of wood ; and the Antiochians, as they

were not able to help themselves, or put out the fire,

turned to flight. And as the Jews leaped from the top of

one house to the top of another, and pursued them after

that manner, it happened that the pursuit was very sur-

prising. But when the king saw that the Antiochians

were anxious to save their children and wives, and so did

not fight any longer, he fell upon them in the narrow

streets and fought them, and slew a great number of

them, till at last they were forced to throw down their

arms, and surrender to Demetrius. And he forgave them

their insolent behaviour, and put an end to the rebellion :

and when he had given rewards to the Jews out of the rich

spoil he had got, and had returned them thanks as the

authors of his victory, he sent them back to Jerusalem to

Jonathan, testifying to the assistance they had afforded him.

But he behaved ill to Jonathan afterwards, and broke the

promises he had made, and threatened that he would

make war upon him, unless he would pay all the tribute

II. c c
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which the Jewish nation had paid the former kings. And
he would have done so, if Trypho had not hindered him,

and diverted his preparations against Jonathan into con-

cern for his own preservation. For Trypho returned from
Arabia to Syria with the lad Antiochus, for he was yet but

a youth in age, and put the diadem on his head : and as

the whole forces that had deserted from Demetrius, because

they could get no pay, came over to him, he made war
uj)on Demetrius, and joining battle with him, overcame
him in the fight, and took from him both his elephants

and the city of Antioch.

§ 4. Demetrius upon his defeat retired into Cilicia, and
the lad Antiochus sent ambassadors and a letter to Jona-

than, and made him his friend and ally, and confirmed to

him the high priesthood, and yielded up to him the four

prefectures which had been added to Judaea. Moreover,

he sent him vessels and cups of gold, and a purple robe,

and gave him leave to use them. He also presented him with

a gold pin, and ordered him to be called one of his principal

friends, and made his brother Simon general over his

forces from the Ladder of Tyre to Egypt. And Jonathan
was so .well pleased with these favours of Antiochus, that

he sent ambassadors to him and to Trypho, and professed

himself his friend and ally, and said he would join him
in a war against Demetrius, informing him that Demetrius
had made no proper return for the favours he had done
him, for though he had received many kindnesses from him
when he stood in great need of them, he had for such good
turns requited him with injuries.

§ 5. And as Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to enlist a

numerous army in Syria and Phoenicia, and to make war
against Demetrius' generals, he set out at once to the

several cities, which received him splendidly indeed, but
put no troops into his hands. And when he was come
from thence to Ascalon, 1 the inhabitants of Ascalon came
and brought him presents, and entertained him hand-
somely. He exhorted them, and every one of the cities of

Ccele- Syria, to forsake Demetrius, and to join Antiochus,

and to assist him in his endeavour to punish Demetrius

1 'AsJcalan.
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for the offences he had formerly been guilty of against
themselves : and he told them there were many reasons
for that step, if they had a mind to take it. And when
he had persuaded those cities to promise their assistance
to Antiochus, he went to G-aza, in order to induce it

also to be friendly to Antiochus. But he found the
inhabitants of G-aza much more alienated from him than
he expected, for they shut their gates against him, and
although they had deserted Demetrius, they resolved
not to join themselves to Antiochus. This provoked
Jonathan to besiege them, and to ravage their country,
for he set a part of his army round Gaza itself, and
with the rest he overran their land, and devastated it,

and burnt what was in it. When the inhabitants of Gaza
saw themselves suffering thus, and that no assistance came
to them from Demetrius, and that what distressed them
was at hand, but what might aid them was still at a great
distance, and it was uncertain whether it would come at

all or not, they thought it would be prudent conduct to

leave off any longer adherence to Demetrius, and to cul-

tivate friendship with the other ; so they sent to Jonathan,
and promised to be his friends, and afford him assist-

ance. For such is the temper of men, that before they
have had the trial of great afflictions, they do not under-
stand what is for their advantage, but when they find

themselves in any evil plight, they then change their

minds, and what it had been better for them to have done
before they had been at all hurt, they choose to do, but,

not till after they have suffered such hurt. And Jonathan
made a league of friendship with them, and took from
them hostages for their performance of it, and sent those

hostages to Jerusalem, while he himself went over all the

country as far as Damascus.

§ 6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius'

forces were come with a numerous army to the city of

Kadesh, 1 which lies between the land of the Tyrians and
Galilee (for they supposed they should so draw him out

of Syria to preserve Galilee, for they thought he would not

allow war to be made upon the Galilseans, who were his

1 Kades, on the hills west of the lake el-Huleh.
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own people), he went to meet them, having left his brother

Simon in Judaea, who raised as large an army as he was
able out of the country, and then sat down before Beth-

sura, and besieged it, it being the strongest place in all

Judaea ; and a garrison of Demetrius' kept it, as I have

already related. And as Simon was throwing up earth-

works, and bringing his engines of war against Bethsura, 1

and was very energetic in the siege of it, the garrison was
afraid lest the place should be taken by Simon by storm,

and they put to the sword; so they sent to Simon, and
desired the security of his oath, that they should come to

no harm from him, and then they would evacuate the

place, and go away to Demetrius. Accordingly he gave

them his oath, and so got them out of the city, and put
therein a garrison of his own.

§ 7. But Jonathan removed out of G-alilee from the

waters which are called G-ennesar, 2 for there he had en-

camped, and went into the plain that is called Asor, 3 with-

out knowing that the enemy was there. When therefore

Demetrius' men knew, a day beforehand, that Jonathan
was coming against them, they set men in ambush on the

mountain, while they themselves met him with an army in

the plain : and when Jonathan saw this army ready to

engage him, he also got ready his own soldiers for the

battle as well as he was able. But those men that were
set to lie in ambush by Demetrius' generals having ap-

peared on the Jews' flank, they were afraid lest they should

be taken between two fires and be exterminated, so they all

fled headlong, and left Jonathan, except about fifty who
stayed with him, and among them Mattathias the son of Ab-
salom, and Judas the son of Chapsaeus, who were leaders

of the whole army. And they advanced boldly, and like

men desperate, against the enemy, and so attacked them
that by their courage they daunted them, and by their

valour put them to flight. And when those soldiers of

Jonathan that had retreated saw the enemy giving way,

1 Beit Sitr, four miles north of Hebron.
2 The springs at et-Tabighah, which watered the plain of Gennesareth '

r

or, perhaps, the Sea of Galilee.
:i The plain near Jebel Hadirak, not far from Kades, Ivedesh

Napthali.
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they rallied after their flight, and pursued them hotly as

far as Kadesh, where the camp of the enemy was.

§ 8. Jonathan having thus won a glorious victory, and
slain two thousand of the enemy, returned to Jerusalem.

And when he saw that all his affairs prospered according

to his mind by the providence of G-od, he sent ambassadors
to the Romans, being desirous of renewing the friendship

which their nation had had with them formerly. He also

enjoined on his ambassadors as they returned to go to the

Spartans, and remind them that they were their friends and
kindred. So when the ambassadors got to Rome, they
went into their senate, and said what they were commanded
by Jonathan the high priest to say, how he had sent them
to confirm their friendship. The senate then confirmed

what had been formerly decreed concerning their friendship

with the Jews, and gave them letters to carry to all the

kings of Asia and Europe, and to the governors of the

cities, that so they might get safe conduct back to their

own country. And as they returned, they went to Sparta,

and delivered the letter which they had received from
Jonathan for them, a copy of which here follows. " Jona-

than the high priest of the Jewish nation, and the senate

and commonalty of the Jews, to the ephors and senate and
people of the Lacedaemonians, who are their brothers, send

greeting. If you be well, and both your public and private

affairs be agreeable to your minds, it is according to our

wishes ; and we are well also. When in former times a

letter was brought to Onias, who was then our high priest,

from Areus, who at that time was your king, by Demoteles,

concerning the relationship between us and you, a copy of

which is here subjoined, we not only joyfully received the

letter, but were also well pleased with Demoteles and Areus,

although we did not need such a testimony, because we
were well satisfied about it from the sacred writings.

1 Yet

1 This clause is otherwise rendered in the first book of Maccabees,

xii. 9. " For that we have the holy books of scripture in our hands to

comfort us." The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainly

judge which was the truest version, only the coherence favours Josephus.

But if this were the Jews' meaning, that they were satisfied out of their

Bible that the Jews and Lacedaemonians were akin, that part of their

Bible is now lost, for we find no such assertion in our pi'esent copies.

—W.
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we did not think fit first to claim this relationship to yon,

lest we should seem premature in taking to ourselves the

glory which is now given us by you. It is a long time

since this our relationship to you was renewed ; and when
upon holy and festival days we offer sacrifices to G-od,

we pray to him for your safety and victory. As for

ourselves, although we have had many wars that have
come to us through the covetousness of our neighbours, yet

we determined not to be troublesome either to you or to

others that were related to us ; but since we have now
overcome our enemies, and had occasion to send Numenius
the son of Antiochus, and Antipater the son of Jason, who
are both honourable men belonging to our senate, to the

Eomans, we gave them a letter to you also, that they
might renew our mutual friendship. You will there-

fore also do well yourselves to write to us, and send us an
account of what you stand in need of from us, since we are

in all things disposed to act according to your desires."

And the Lacedaemonians received the ambassadors kindly,

and made a decree for friendship and mutual alliance, and
sent it to them.

§ 9. At this time there were three sects among the Jews,

who had different opinions concerning human actions ; one
was called the sect of the Pharisees, another the sect of the

Sadducees, and the third the sect of the Essenes. As for

the Pharisees,
1 they say that some, but not all, actions are

1 Those that suppose Josephus to contradict himself in his three
accounts of the notions of the Pharisees, this here, and the earlier one
in the Jewish War, ii. 8, § 14, and the latter, Antiq. xviii. I, § 3, as if he
sometimes said they introduced an absolute fatality, and denied all

freedom of human actions, is almost wholly groundless : he ever, as the
very learned Casaubon here truly observes, asserting, that the Pharisees
were between the Essenes and Sadducees, and did ascribe all to fate, or
divine providence, as much as was consistent with the freedom of human
actions. However, their perplexed way of talking about fate or provi-

dence, as overruling all things, made it commonly thought they were
willing to excuse their sins by ascribing them to fate. Perhaps under the
same general name some different opinions in this point might be pro-
pagated, as is very common in all parties, especially in points of meta-
physical subtility : however, our Josephus, who in his heart was a great
admirer of the piety of the Essenes, was yet in practice a Pharisee, as
he himself informs us, Life, § 2. And his account of this doctrine of
the Pharisees is certainly agreeable to his own opinion, who fully
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the work of fate, and some are in our own power, either to
do or not to do. And the Essenes affirm that fate governs
all things, and that nothing befalls men but what is ac-

cording to its decree. But the Sadducees take away fate,

and say there is no such thing, and that the events of

human life are not at its disposal, and suppose that all our
actions are in our own power, so that we ourselves are
the authors of what is good, and bring our troubles on our-
selves by our own folly. But I have given a more exact
account of all these opinions in the second book of the
Jewish War.

§ 10. Now the generals of Demetrius, wishing to retrieve

the defeat they had had, gathered together a greater army
than they had had before, and marched against Jonathan.
And he, as soon as he was informed of their coming, went
quickly to meet them, to the district of Amathis, 1

for he
resolved to give them no opportunity of coming into

Judaea. So he pitched his camp fifty furlongs from the

enemy, and sent out spies to take a view of their camp, and
see how it was drawn up. When his spies had given him
full information, and had captured some men by night,

who told him the enemy intended to attack him, he, being

thus apprised beforehand, provided for his security, and
placed outposts outside his camp, and kept his men armed
all night ; and charged them to be of good courage and
resolve to fight even in the night-time, if they should be

obliged to do so, that their enemies' designs might not be

concealed from them. But when Demetrius' generals

found out that Jonathan knew what they intended they

were puzzled, and alarmed to find that the enemy had dis-

covered their intentions, nor did they expect to overcome

them in any other way, now they had failed in the snare

they had laid for them ; for should they hazard an open

battle, they did not think they should be a match for

Jonathan's army. So they resolved to flee, and having lit

many fires, that when the enemy saw them they might

suppose they were there still, they decamped. And when

allowed the freedom of human actions, and yet strongly believed the

interposition of divine Providence. See concerning this matter a re-

markable clause, Antiq. xvi. 11, § 7.—W.
1 Hamath, Henna in Syria.
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Jonathan came to their camp in the morning, and found it

deserted, and understood they were fled, he pursued them,

but could not overtake them, for they had already passed

over the river Eleutherus, 1 and were out of danger. And
when Jonathan returned from thence, he went into Arabia,

and fought against the Nabatseans, and drove off a great

deal of their cattle, and took [many] captives, and went to

Damascus, and there sold all that he had taken. And
about the same time Simon his brother went over all Judaea

and Palestine, as far as Ascalon, and fortified the strong-

holds ; and when he had made them very strong, both by
works and the garrisons placed in them, he went to Joppa,

and when he had taken it, he introduced a strong garrison

into it, for he heard that the people of Joppa wished to

deliver up the city to Demetrius' generals.

§ 11. When Simon and Jonathan had arranged these

matters, they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan
gathered all the people together, and advised restoring the

walls of Jerusalem, and rebuilding the wall round the

temple precincts that had been thrown down, and making
the adjoining places stronger by very high towers ; and
besides that building another wall in the midst of the

city, to exclude the garrison, which was in the citadel,

from the market-place, and so to hinder them from any
plentiful supply of provisions ; and moreover making the

fortresses that were in the country much stronger and more
secure than they were before. And when this advice was
approved of by the multitude as good, Jonathan himself

superintended the building in the city, and despatched
Simon to make the fortresses in the country more secure

than before. But Demetrius crossed over and went
into Mesopotamia, wishing to occupy that country and
Babylon, and by becoming master of the upper satrapies

to get a point oVappui for recovering his entire kingdom

;

for the Greeks and Macedonians who dwelt in those parts

frequently sent ambassadors to him, and promised, that if

he would come to them, they would deliver themselves up
to him, and assist him in fighting against Arsaces, the
king of the Parthians. Elated by these hopes he marched

1 Nakr el-Kebir.
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to them, having resolved that, if he once overthrew the
Parthians, and got a sufficient army of his own, he would
make war against Trypho, and eject him from Syria. And
as the people of that country received him with great en-

thusiasm, he raised forces, with which he fought against
Arsaces, and lost all his army, and was himself taken alive,

as I have elsewhere related.

CHAP. VI.

How Jonathan was slain by Treachery ; and how thereupon
the Jews made Simon their General and High Priest : and
what courageous Actions he performed, especially against

Trypho.

NOW when Trypho knew what had befallen Demetrius,
he was no longer loyal to Antiochus, but devised how

he might kill him and take possession of his kingdom : but
his fear of Jonathan was an obstacle to this design, for

Jonathan was a friend of Antiochus. So he resolved first

to get Jonathan out of the way, and then to set about his

attempt on Antiochus ; and resolving to take him off

by deceit and treachery, he went from Antioch to Beth-

shan, which by the Greeks is called Scythopolis,
1

at which
place Jonathan met him with forty thousand picked

men, for he suspected he came to fight him. But when
Trypho perceived that Jonathan was ready to fight, he
attempted to gain him over by presents and by treating

him in a friendly manner, and gave order to his captains

to obey him, and by these means wished to make him
believe in his good-will, and to take away all suspicions

out of his mind, that so he might make him careless and
heedless, and take him off his guard. He also advised

him to dismiss his army, because there was now no occa-

sion for bringing it with him, as there was no war but all

was in peace. However, he begged him to retain a few
men about him, and go with him to Ptolemais, for he

1 Beisdn.
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would deliver the city up to him, and would bring all the

fortresses that were in the country under his dominion

;

and he told him that he came there for that very purpose.

§ 2. Now Jonathan did not suspect anything at all of

his intentions, but believed that Trypho gave him this ad-

vice out of kindness, and in sincerity. Accordingly he dis-

missed most of his army, and retained no more than three

thousand, and left two thousand of these in Galilee, and
himself, with one thousand, went with Trypho to Ptole-

mais : but when the people of Ptolemais l shut their gates,

as they had been commanded by him to do, Trypho took

Jonathan alive, and slew all that were with him. He also

sent soldiers against the two thousand that were left in

Galilee, in order to kill them also, but they, having heard
what had happened to Jonathan, were too quick for them,
and before those that were sent by Trypho arrived, they
armed themselves, intending to depart from the country.

And when those that were sent against them saw that they

were ready to fight for their lives, they gave them no
trouble, but returned back to Trypho.

§ 3. Now when the people of Jerusalem heard that Jona-
than was taken, and that the soldiers who were with him
were killed, they deplored his sad fate, and there was
earnest inquiry made about him by everybody, and a great

and reasonable fear fell upon them, and made them sad,

lest, now they were deprived of the courage and fore-

thought of Jonathan, the nations about them should bear
them ill-will, and though they were before quiet on account
of Jonathan, should now rise up against them, and, by
making war against them, should put them into the

utmost dangers. And indeed what they suspected really

befell them, for when those nations heard of the death of

Jonathan, they began to make war against the Jews as

now destitute of a leader; and Trypho himself got an
army together, and was minded to go up to Judaea, and
make war against its inhabitants. But when- Simon saw
that the people of Jerusalem were terrified at the circum-
stances they were in, he desired to make a speech to them,
and so to render them more resolute in opposing Trypho

1 Acre, 'A/cka.
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when lie should come against them. So he called the
people together into the temple, and there began to en-
courage them as follows. " My countrymen, you are not
ignorant that my father, and myself, and my brothers, have
hazarded our lives, and that willingly, for the recovery of
your liberty. Since I have therefore such examples before
me, and we of our family have determined even to die for

our laws and religion, no terror shall be so great as to

banish this resolution from our souls, nor to introduce in

its place a love of life and contempt for glory. Do you
therefore follow me with alacrity wherever I shall lead
you, not being destitute of a leader willing to suffer and
dare the greatest things for you ; for neither am I better

than my brothers that I should be sparing of my own life,

nor worse than them so as to avoid and refuse what they
thought the most honourable of all things, namely, to

undergo death for your laws and worship of God. I will

therefore give them sufficient proof that I am their very
brother ; and I am so bold as to expect that I shall avenge
their blood upon our enemies, and deliver you all, with
your wives and children, from the injuries they intend

against you, and with G-od's assistance preserve your
temple from destruction "by them, for I see that these

nations hold you in contempt, as being without a leader,

and so are encouraged to make war against you."

§ 4. By this speech Simon inspired the multitude
with courage, and as they had been before dispirited

through fear, they were now raised to a good hope of

better things, insomuch, that the whole multitude of the

people cried out with one voice that Simon should be their

leader ; and that, instead of his brothers Judas and Jona-
than, he should have the government over them : and they

promised that they would obey him whatever he should

command them. So he got together immediately all his

own soldiers that were fit for war, and made haste to re-

build the walls of the city, and to strengthen it by very

high and strong towers, and sent a friend of his, one Jona-

than, the son of Absolom, to Joppa, and gave him orders

to eject its inhabitants, for he was afraid that they would
deliver up the city to Trypho; but he himself stayed to

look after Jerusalem.
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§ 5. Now Trypho removed from Ptolemais with a great

army, and came into Judaea, and brought Jonathan with
him in bonds. And Simon met him with his army at the

city of Addida, 1 which is upon a hill, and beneath it lie the

plains of Judaea. And when Trypho knew that Simon had
been made their leader by the Jews, he sent to him, and
would have imposed upon him by deceit and treachery, and
bade him, if he would have his brother Jonathan released, to

send a hundred talents of silver, and two of Jonathan's

sons as hostages, that when he should be released, he
would not make Judaea revolt from the king, for at pre-

sent he was kept in bonds on account of the money he had
borrowed of the king, and still owed. But although Simon
was aware of the craft of Trypho, and although he knew
that if he gave him the money he should lose it, and that

Trypho would not set his brother free, and that he himself

would also be delivering up the sons of Jonathan to the

enemy, yet because he was afraid that he would be calum-
niated among the multitude as the cause of his brother's

death, if he neither gave the money nor sent Jonathan's sons,

he gathered his army together, and told them what offers

Trypho had made, and added that the offers were a snare

and treacherous, and yet that it was preferable to send
the money and Jonathan's sons than to be liable to the im-
putation of being unwilling to save his brother through
not complying with Trypho's offers. Accordingly, Simon
sent the sons of Jonathan and the money ; but when
Trypho had received them he did not keep his promise,

nor set Jonathan free, but took his army, and went all

about the country, and resolved to go afterwards to Jeru-

salem byway of Idumaea, and went to Adora 2 a city of

Idumaea. And Simon marched out against him with his

army, and still kept pitching his own camp over against

his.

§ 6. Now when those that were in the citadel sent to

Trypho, and besought him to make haste and come to

them, and to send them provisions, he got his cavalry ready,

as though he would be at Jerusalem that very night. But
so great a quantity of snow fell in the night, that it covered

3 Haditheh, close to Lydda.
2 Adoraim of 2 Chron. xi. 9. Dura, five miles west of Hebron.
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the roads, and lay so deep, that there was no getting on,
especially for horses. This hindered him from coming to
Jerusalem, so Trypho removed from thence, and went into

Ccele- Syria, and made a hurried raid into the land of G-ilead,

and slew Jonathan there, and when he had given order for
his burial, returned himself to Antioch. But Simon sent

some to the city Basca 1
to bring away his brother's bones,

and buried them in their own city Modiim, 2 and all the
people made great lamentation over him. Simon also erected

a very large monument of white and polished stone to his

father and brothers, and raised it a great height, so as to be
seen a long way off, and made porticoes about it, and set

up pillars which were of one stone apiece, a work wonderful
to see. Moreover, he built seven pyramids also to his

parents and brothers, one for each of them, which were
very wonderful both for size and beauty, and which
have been preserved to this day. And we know that it was
Simon who exhibited so much zeal about the burial of

Jonathan, and the building of these monuments to his re-

lations. Now Jonathan died when he had been high priest

four years,
3 and had also been the ruler of his nation. And

these were the circumstances of his death.

§ 7. But Simon, who was made high priest by the people,

in the very first year of his high priesthood set the nation

free from their slavery under the Macedonians, so that

they paid tribute to them no longer; which liberty and
freedom from tribute they obtained after a hundred and
seventy years of the kingdom of the Assyrians, 4 which was.

1 The Bascama of 1 Mace. xiii. 23 ; not identified.
2 el-Mcdieh.
3 There is some error in the copies here, when no more than four

years are ascribed to the high priesthood of Jonathan. We know by
Josephns's last Jewish chronology, Antiq. xx. 10, that there was an
interval of seven years between the death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the

last high priest, and the real high-priesthood of Jonathan, to whom yet

those seven years seem here to be ascribed, as a part of them were to

Judas before, Antiq. xii. 10, § 6. Now since, besides these seven years'

interregnum in the pontificate, we are told, Antiq. xx. 10, that Jonathan's

real high priesthood lasted seven years more ; these two seven years will

make up fourteen years, which I suppose was Josephus's own number
in this place, instead of the four in our present copies.—W.

4 These 170 years of the Assyrians mean no more, as Josephus

explains himself here, lhan from the era of Seleucus, which, as it is known
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after Seleucus,
1 who was called Nicator, got the dominion

over Syria. Now the affection of the people to Simon
was so great, that in their contracts with one another, and
in their public records, they wrote, "In the first year of

Simon the benefactor arid ethnarch of the Jews :
" for

under him they were very successful, and overcame the

enemies that were round about them. For Simon over-

threw the cities of G-azara
2 and Joppa and Jamnia,3 and

took the citadel of Jerusalem by siege, and razed it to the

ground, that it might not be any more a point d'appui for

their enemies, when they occupied it, to do them a mis-

chief, as it had been till then. And when he had done

this, he thought it the best way, and for their advantage,

to level the very mountain itself upon which the citadel

happened to stand, that so the temple might be higher

than it. And, indeed, when he had called the multi-

tude to an assembly, he persuaded them to have it de-

molished, by reminding them what miseries they had
suffered by its garrisons and the Jewish deserters, and
what miseries they might hereafter suffer in case any
foreigner should seize the kingdom, and put a garrison

into that citadel. This speech induced the multitude to

compliance, because he exhorted them to do nothing but

what was for their own good So they all set to work and
levelled the mountain, and spent both day and night in

that work without any intermission, and it took them three

whole years before it was brought to a level with the rest

of the city. After this the temple was the highest of all

the buildings, now the citadel and mountain whereon it

stood were demolished. And these actions were thus per-

formed under Simon.

to have begun in the 312th year before the Christian era, from its

spring in the first book of Maccabees, and from its autumn in the second

book of Maccabees, so did it not begin at Babylon till the next spring,

on the 311th year. And it is truly observed by Dr. Hudson on this

place, that the Syrians and Assyrians are sometimes confounded in

ancient authors, according to the words of Justin the "epitomizer of

Trogus Pompeius, who says that " the Assyrians were afterwards called

Syrians," i. 11. See Jewish War, v. 9, § 4, where the Philistines them-

selves, at the very south limit of Syria, in its utmost extent, are called

Assyrians by Josephus, as Spanheim observes.—W.
1 In 312 b.c. ; the first year of Simon was 143-2 B.C.
2 Tell Jesar. 3 ' Yebnah.
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CHAP. VII.

How Simon confederated himself with Antiochus Pius, and
made War against Trypho, and a little afterwards against
Cendebceus, the General of Antiochus 's Army ; as also how
Simon was treacherously murdered by his son-in-law
Ptolemy.

~\T OW a little while after Demetrius had been captured,
1 M Trypho his governor murdered Antiochus x the son of

Alexander,2 who was called ' the god,'
3 when he had

reigned four years, though he gave it out that he died
under the hands of the surgeons. He then sent his friends
and those that were most intimate with him to the soldiers,

and promised that he would give them a great deal of

money if they would elect him king. He represented to

them that Demetrius was made captive by the Parthians,
and that Demetrius' s brother Antiochus, if he ever came
to be king, would do them a great deal of hurt, in revenge
for their revolting from his brother. So the soldiers, in

expectation of the wealth they should get by bestowing
the kingdom on Trypho, made him their ruler. However,
when he had gained the management of affairs, Trypho
showed his wicked disposition. For while he was a private

person he paid court to the multitude, and pretended to

great moderation, and so drew them on artfully to what-
ever he pleased, but when he had once got the kingdom,
he laid aside any further dissimulation, and was the true

Trypho.4 And this behaviour made his enemies superior to

1 Antiochus VI., Theos, son of Alexander Balas and Cleopatra,

145 B.C.
2 How Trypho killed this Antiochns, the epitome of Livj informs us,

chap. 55, viz. that he corrupted his physicians or surgeons, who falsely

pretending to the people that he was perishing with the stone, as they

cut him for it, killed him, which exactly agrees with Josephus.

—

W.
3 That this Antiochus, the son of Alexander Balas, was called ' the

god,' is evident from his coins, which Spanheim assures us bear this

inscription, ' King Antiochus the God, Epiphanes the Victorious.'—W.
4 A paronomasia or play on his name, which might signify Haughty

or Insolent.
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him, for the soldiers hated him, and revolted from him to

Cleopatra the wife of Demetrius, who was then shut up in

Seleucia
1 with her children. But as Antiochus 2

(the brother

of Demetrius) who was called Soter was wandering about,

not being admitted by any of the cities on account of

Trypho, Cleopatra sent to him, and invited him to marry

her, and to take the kingdom. The reasons why she in-

vited him to do so were these, that her friends jDersuaded

her to it, and that she was afraid for herself, in case some

of the people of Seleucia should deliver up the city to

Trypho.

§ 2. After Antiochus had come to Seleucia, as his forces

increased every day, he marched out to fight Trypho,

and having beaten him in battle, drove him out of

Upper Syria into Phoenicia, and pursued him there, and
besieged him in Dora 3 where he had fled, which was a

fortress hard to be taken. He also sent ambassadors to

Simon the high priest of the Jews, about a league of friend-

ship and mutual alliance. And he readily accepted his

proposal and sent to Antiochus great sums of money and
provisions for those that besieged Dora, and supplied them
very plentifully, so that for a little While he was looked

upon as one of his warmest friends. And Trypho fled

from Dora to Apamea,4 where he was besieged and taken,,

and put to death, after he had reigned three years.

§ 3. Antiochus, however, because of his covetous and
wicked disposition forgot the kind assistance that Simon
had afforded him in his necessity, and handed over an

army to his friend Cendebaeus, and sent him to ravage

Judeea, and to seize Simon. When Simon heard of Antio-

chus' iniquitous conduct, although he was now in years,

yet, being exasperated at the unjust treatment he had met
with from Antiochus, and with more spirit than his age

warranted, he took like a young man the command of his

army- He sent out his sons first with the bravest of his

soldiers, and himself marched on with his army by another

1 Near the mouth of the Orontes.
2 Antiochus VII., Sidetes, 137 B.C.

3 Dor, Tanturah, on the sea coast, eight miles north of Kaisariyeh7

Csesarea Palaestina.
4 KaVdt el-Medyk.
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way, and laid many of his men in ambush in the narrow
mountain passes, nor did he fail of success in any one of
his manoeuvres, but was too much for his enemies in every
one of them. And he led the rest of his life in peace, and
also himself made a league with the Eomans.

§ 4. And he ruled over the Jews eight years, and came
to his end at a feast through the treachery of his son-in-

law Ptolemy, who also arrested his wife and two of his

sons, and kept them in bonds, and sent some to kill

John the third son, whose name was also Hyrcanus. But
the young man perceiving them coming avoided the danger
he was in from them, and made haste into the city [Jeru-

salem], relying on the good-will of the people, because of

the benefits they had received from his father, and because
of the hatred the mob bore to Ptolemy. And when Ptolemy
endeavoured to enter the city by another gate, they drove
him away, having already admitted Hyrcanus.

CHAP. VIII.

Hyrcanus receives the High Priesthood, and ejects Ptolemy

from the Country. Antiochus makes War against Hyr-
canus, and afterwards makes a League with him.

§i-

SO Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was
above Jericho, called Dagon

:

l but Hyrcanus, having
taken the high priesthood that had been his father's before,

first propitiated Grod by sacrifices, and then marched against

Ptolemy, and when he attacked the fortress, he was in all

other respects too much for Ptolemy, but was overcome by
compassion for his mother and brothers. For Ptolemy
brought them out on the walls, and ill-treated them in the

sight of all, and threatened that he would throw them
down headlong, unless Hyrcanus raised the siege. And as

he thought that the mor« he relaxed his energy about

taking the place, the more did he show favour to those

1 Not identified.

II. D D
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that were dearest to liim by preventing their sufferings,

he abated his zeal about it. However, his mother stretched

out her hands, and implored him not to grow remiss on

her account, but to be enraged so much the more, and

to do his utmost to take the place quickly, in order to get

his enemy in his power, and revenge himself upon him
for what he had done to those that were his dearest

ones ; for death would be sweet to her, though with tor-

ment, if that enemy of theirs were but brought to punish-

ment for his wicked dealings to them. Now, when his

mother said this, Hyrcanus resolved to take the fortress,

but when he saw her beaten and lacerated, his courage failed

him, and he could not but sympathize with his mother's

sufferings, and so was overcome. And as the siege was
protracted owing to this, the year in which the Jews are

wont to rest came on ; for the Jews observe this rest every

seventh year, as they do every seventh day. And Ptolemy,

being for this cause released from the war, 1 slew the brothers

and mother of Hyrcanus, and when he had so done, fled to

Zeno, who was called Cotyla, the tyrant of the city of Phila-

delphia.
2

§ 2. Now Antiochus, being very indignant at the miseries

that Simon had brought upon him, invaded Judaea in the

fourth year of his reign, and the first year of the rule of

Hyrcanus, in the hundred and sixty-second Olympiad. 3

And when he had ravaged the country, he shut Hyrcanus

1 Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent high priest, John
Hyrcanus, the observation of the Sabbatic year, as Josephus supposed,

required a rest from war, as did that of the weekly Sabbath from work :

unless in case of necessity, when the Jews were attacked by their enemies,

in which case indeed, and in which alone, they then allowed defensive

fiirhting to be lawful even on the Sabbath-day, as we see in several

places of Josephus, Antiq. xii. 6, § 2 ; xiii. 1, § 3 ; Jewish War, i. 7, § 3.

But then it must be noted, that this rest from war no way appears in the

first book of Maccabees, chap. xvi.,but the direct contrary ; though in-

deed the Jews, in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon
fighting on the Sabbath-day, even in the defence of their. own lives, till

the Maccabees decreed so to do, 1 Mace. ii. 32-41, Antiq. xii. 7, § 2.—W.
2 Eabbath Amnion, east of Jordan, now 'Amman.
3 Josephus's copies, both Greek and Latin, have here a gross mistake,

when they say that this first year of John Hyrcanus, which we have

just now seen to have been a Sabbatic year, was in the 162nd Olympiad,
whereas it was for certain the second year of the 161st. See the like

before, xii. 7, § 6.—W.
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up in the city, which he surrounded with seven camps,
but accomplished nothing much at first, because of the
strength of the walls and the valour of the besieged, and
also from want of water, which they were delivered from
by a great downfall of rain at the setting of the Pleiades.

1

However, at the north part of the wall, where the ground
hapj)ened to be level, the king raised a hundred towers,

each three stories high, and placed bodies of soldiers upon
them, and made attacks every day, and cut a double
ditch deep and broad, and so shut the inhabitants in. But
the besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out, and
if the enemy at any point were not upon their guard, they

fell upon them, and did them a great deal of hurt, and
if the enemy perceived them, they then easily retired.

And as Hyrcanus saw the inconvenience of having so great

a number of men in the city, for provisions were sooner

consumed by them, and yet, as one may well suppose,

great numbers did nothing, he weeded the useless ones

and excluded them out of the city, and retained those

only who were in the flower of their age and fit for war.

However, Antiochus would not let those that were excluded

go away, so they wandered about among the walls, and
wasted away by famine, and died miserably. But when
the feast of Tabernacles was at hand, those that were

within commiserated their condition, and received them
in again. And when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and
desired there might be a truce for seven days because

of the festival, he yielded to his piety towards G-od, and
agreed to a truce, and also sent in a magnificent sacrifice,

bulls with their horns gilded,
2 and all sorts of sweet spices,

and gold and silver cups. And those that were at the

1 This heliacal setting of the Pleiades, or seven stars, was, in the

days of Hyrcanus and Josephus, early in the spring, about February,

the time of the latter rain in Judaea ; and this, so far as I remember, is

the only astronomical character of time, besides one eclipse of the moon
in the reign of Herod, that we meet with in all Josephus, the Jews
being little accustomed to astronomical observations, any further than

for the uses of their calendar, and utterly forbidden those astrological

uses which the heathens commonly made of them.—W.
2 Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gilding the horns of

those oxen that were to be sacrificed, is a known thing both in the poets

and orators.—W.



404 THE WORKS OF FLAVITJS JOSEPHTJS. [BOOK XIII.

gates received the sacrifice from those that brought it, and
took it to the temple, Antiochus in the meanwhile feasting

his army ; which was very different conduct from that of

Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when he had taken the city,

offered swine upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple
with the broth of their flesh, violating the laws of the

Jews, and the religion they derived from their forefathers

;

for which reason our nation made war upon him, and would
never be reconciled to him. But all called this Antiochus
Pious for the great zeal he showed in religion.

§ 3. And Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kindly,

and when he saw how religious he was towards the Deity,

he sent an embassage to him, and desired that he would
restore their national polity. And Antiochus rejected the

counsel of those that would have had him utterly destroy

the nation because of their holding aloof from other

nations, and did not regard what they said, but being
persuaded that all they did was done from piety, he
answered the ambassadors, that if the besieged would
deliver up their arms, and pay tribute to him for Joppa
and the other cities which bordered upon Judaea, and
would admit a garrison of his, he would on these terms
make war against them no longer. But the Jews, although
they were content with the other conditions, would not

agree to admit a garrison, because they did not associate

with other people ; but they were willing, instead of the

admission of a garrison, to give him hostages, and five

hundred talents of silver, of which they paid down three

hundred at once, and sent the hostages, whom king Antio-
chus accepted, one of whom was Hyrcanus' brother.

Hyrcanus also demolished the fortifications that went round
the city : and on these conditions Antiochus raised the

siege and departed.

§ 4. Now Hyrcanus opened the tomb of David, who
excelled all other kings in riches, and took out of it three

thousand talents, and relying on this store, was the first of

the Jews that kept foreign troops. There was also a league
of friendship and mutual alliance made between him
and Antiochus, so Hyrcanus admitted him into the city,

and furnished him with whatever his army wanted in great

plenty and with great generosity, and accompained him
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when he made an expedition against the Parthians. Nico-
laus of Damascus bears me out as to this, who writes in

his history as follows. " When Antiochus had erected a
trophy at the river Lycus, 1 upon his conquest of Indates, the
general of the Parthians, he stayed there two days, at the
request of Hyrcanus the Jew, because of a national festival,

whereon the laws of the Jews did not allow them to

travel." And truly he did not speak falsely in saying so

;

for the festival of Pentecost was the next day to the

Sabbath ; nor is it lawful for us to journey 2
either on the

Sabbath-days, or on a festival day. But when Antiochus
joined battle with Arsaces the Parthian, he lost a great

part of his army, and was himself slain : and his brother

Demetrius 3 succeeded him in the kingdom of Syria, Arsaces
having freed him from his captivity when Antiochus at-

tacked Parthia, as I have previously related elsewhere.

CHAP. IX.

Hoiv, after the Death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus made an
Expedition against Syria, and made a League with the

Momans. Concerning the Death of King Demetrius and
Alexander.

BUT when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus,

he straightway made an expedition against the cities

of Syria, thinking, as was indeed the case, to find them
destitute of fighting men, and of such as were able to

defend them. However, it was not till the sixth month
that he took Medaba, 4 and that not without his army suffer-

ing great hardships. After this he took Samega, 5 and the

1 Apparently the Lycus, Nahr el-Kelb, north of Beirut.
2 The Jews were not to march or journey on the Sabbath, or on such

a great festival as was equivalent to the Sabbath, any further than a

' Sabbath-day's journey,' or 2,000 cubits.—W.
3 Demetrius II., Nicator, reascended the throne in 128 B.C., after the

defeat and death of Antiochus VII., Sidetes.
4 Mcdeba, east of the Jordan.
5 In Jewish War, i. 2, § 6, Samaea ; supposed to be near Lake

Merom.
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places in its neighbourhood, and besides these Shechem 1 and
G-erizim, and the nation of the Cuthaeans, who dwelt near the
temple (like the one at Jerusalem) which Alexander per-

mitted Sanballat the general to build, for the sake of

Manasseh, who was son-in-law to Jaddus, the high priest,

as I have formerly related, which temple was now laid waste
two hundred years after it was built. Hyrcanus took also

Adoraf and Marissa,* cities of. Idumsea, and subdued all

the Idumaeans, and permitted them to stay in their own
country, if they would circumcise their foreskins, and con-

form to the laws of the Jews. And they were so desirous
of living in the country of their forefathers, that they sub-
mitted to circumcision and the rest of the Jewish mode
of life

;

4
since which time they have been accounted no

other than Jews.

§ 2. Hyrcanus the high priest was also desirous to

renew the friendship they had with the Eomans. Accord-
ingly he sent an embassage to them ; and when the senate
had received his letter, they made friendship with him
in the following manner. " Fanius (the son of Marcus)
the praetor gathered the senate together on the eighth
day before the Ides of February in the Comitia, in the
presence of Lucius Manlius, the son of Lucius, of the

1 Ndblus. 2 Adoraim, Dura.
3 Mareshah, Kh. Mer'ask, near Beit Jibrin.
4 This account of the Idumaeans submitting to circumcision, and the

entire Jewish law, from this time, or from the days of Hyrcanus, is

confirmed by their entire history afterwards. See Antiq. xiv. 8, § 1 ; xv.

7, § 9 : Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1 ; iv. 4, § 5. This, in the opinion of Jose-
phus, made them proselytes of justice, or entire Jews, as here and
elsewhere, Antiq. xiv. 8, § 1. However, Antigonus, the enemy of
Herod, though Herod was derived from such a proselyte of justice for

several generations, will allow him to be no more than a ' half Jew/
xiv. 15, § 2. But still take out of Dean Prideaux, at the' year 129, the
words of Ammonius, a grammarian, which fully confirm this account of
the Idmnseans in Josephus. " The Jews (says he) are such by nature,
and from the beginning, whilst the Idumseans were not Jews from the
beginning, but Phoenicians and Syrians ; but being afterward subdued
by the Jews, and compelled to be circumcised, and to unite into one
nation, and be subject to the same laws, they were called Jews." Dio
also says, as the Dean there quotes him, from book xxxvi. p. 37.
" That country is called ' Juda?a,' and the people ' Jews ; ' and this name
is given also to as many others as embrace their religion, though of
other nations."—W.
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Mentine tribe, and Cams Sempronius, the son of Caius, of

the Falernian tribe, to discuss what the ambassadors
sent by the people of the Jews, viz. Simon the son of

Dositheus, and Apollonius the son of Alexander, and Dio-
dorus the son of Jason, all three good and virtuous men,
came to treat about, namely the league of friendship and
mutual alliance which existed between them and the
Romans, and about other public affairs. For example, they
desired that Joppa and its havens, and G-azara

1 and its

springs, and the several other cities and places of theirs

which Antiochus had taken from them in war contrary to the

decree of the senate, might be restored to them, and that it

might not be lawful for the king's troops to pass through
their country, or the countries of those that were subject to

them, and that whatever had been decreed by Antiochus
during the war, without the consent of the senate, might
be made void, and that the Romans would send ambas-
sadors, who would take care that restitution should be made
to them of what Antiochus had taken from them, and that

they would make an estimate of the country that had been
laid waste in the war, and that they would grant them
letters of protection to kings and commonwealths for their

security on their return home. It was decreed then as to

these points to renew the league of friendship and mutual
alliance with these good men, who were sent by a good
and friendly people." But as to the letters desired, their

answer was that the senate would consult about that

matter when their own affairs would give them leave, and
that they would endeavour for the time to come that no
such injury should be done them; and that the praetor

Fanius should give them money out of the public treasury

to pay their expenses home. And thus did Fanius dis-

miss the Jewish ambassadors, and gave them money out

of the public treasury, and gave the decree of the senate to

those that were to conduct them on their way and to see

that they got home safely.

§ 3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the high

priest. But as for king Demetrius, who wished to make
war against Hyrcanus, he had no opportunity or chance

1 TellJezar.
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for it, as both the Syrians and soldiers hated him, because

he was a bad man. And when they had sent ambas-
sadors to Ptolemy 1 who was called Physcon, begging
him to send them one of the family of Seleucus to take
the kingdom, and he had sent them Alexander 2 (who
was also called Zebina) with an army, and there was a
battle between them, Demetrius was beaten in the fight,

and fled to Cleopatra his wife to Ptolemais, but his wife

would not receive him, so he went thence to Tyre, and was
there taken, and when he had suffered much at the hands
of those that hated him, he was slain by them. 3 And
Alexander took over the kingdom, and made a league with
Hyrcanus the high priest, but afterwards when he fought
with Antiochus the son of Demetrius,4 who was also called

Grypus, he was beaten in the fight and slain.

CHAP X.

How, upon the Quarrel between Antiochus Grypus and
Antiochus Cyzicenus about the Kingdom, Hyrcanus took

Samaria, and utterly demolished it ; and how Hyrcanus
joined himself to the Sect of the Sadducees, and left that

of the Pharisees.

§i-
"\ 17HEN Antiochus had taken over the kingdom of
* V Syria, he was afraid to lead an army into Judaea,

because he heard that his uterine brother, who was also

called Antiochus, 5 was raising an army against him from
Cyzicus. So he stayed at home, and resolved to prepare
himself for the attack he expected from his brother, who
was called Cyzicenus, because he had been brought up in

Cyzicus. 6 He was the son of Antiochus who was called

Soter, who died in Parthia, and was the brother of De-
metrius, the father of Antiochus Grypus, for it so happened
that Cleopatra had married two brothers, as I have related

1 Ptolemy VII., Euergetes II., 146-117 B.C.
2 128 B.C. 3 128 B.C.
4 126 b.c. 5 114 B.C.
6 Near Pa?iderma, on the coast of the Sea of Marmora.
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elsewhere. This Antiochus Cyzicenus went into Syria and
continued many years at war with his brother. Now Hyr-
canus lived all this while in peace. For after the death of

Antiochus he revolted from the Macedonians, nor did lie any
longer pay them the least regard either as their subject or

their friend, but his affairs were in a very improving and
flourishing condition in the times of Alexander Zebina,

and especially under the brothers Grypus and Cyzicenus.

For the war which they had with one another gave Hyrca-
nus the opportunity of enjoying himself in Judsea quietly,

insomuch that he amassed an immense quantity of money.
However, when Antiochus Cyzicenus ravaged his land, he
then openly showed his hand, and when he saw that

Antiochus was destitute of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that

both he and his brother were worn out by the struggles

they had with one another, he despised them both.

§ 2. And he made an expedition against Samaria, which

was a very strong city ; of whose present name Sebaste,
1

and its rebuilding by Herod, I shall speak at the proper

place. And he attacked and besieged it vigorously,

for he was greatly displeased with the Samaritans for

the injuries they had done to the people of Marissa,

who were colonists and allies of the Jews, at the bidding

of the kings of Syria. When he had therefore drawn
a trench, and built a double wall fourscore furlongs long

all round the city, he set his sons Antigonus and Aristobulus

over the siege. And they brought the Samaritans to

such great distress by famine, that they were forced to

eat what is not usually eaten, and to invite Antiochus

Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily to their assis-

tance, but was beaten by Aristobulus, and pursued as far

as Scythopolis by the two brothers, but got away. And
they returned to Samaria, and shut up the Samaritans

again within the wall, till they were forced to send for the

same Antiochus a second time to help them, who procured

about six thousand men from Ptolemy Lathurus, whom
he sent without his mother's consent, so that she nearly

turned him out of the succession. With these Egyptians

Antiochus at first overran and ravaged the country of

1 Sebustiek.
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Hyrcanus like a robber, for he durst not meet him face to

face to fight with him, not having an army sufficient for

that purpose, but he supposed that by thus ravaging his

land he should force Hyrcanus to raise the siege of Samaria.

However, as he fell into ambush and lost many of his

soldiers, he went away to Tripolis, and committed the

carrying on of the war against the Jews to Callimander
and Epicrates.

§ 3. As to Callimander, he attacked the enemy too rashly,

and was put to flight, and slain immediately ; and as to

Epicrates, he was such a lover of money, that he openly

betrayed Scythopolis and other places near it to the Jews,

but was not able to make them raise the siege of Samaria.

And when Hyrcanus had taken the city, which was not till

after a year's siege, he was not content with that only, but
he razed Samaria to the ground, and brought rivulets to it

to swamp it, and by digging through it he made a lake of

it, and took away all indications that there had ever been
a city there at all. Now a very surprising thing is related

of this high priest Hyrcanus, how Grocl came to talk with
with him. For they say that, on the very day on which his

sons fought with Antiochus Cyzicenus, he was alone in

the temple as high priest burning incense, and heard a
voice saying that his sons had just overcome Antiochus.
And he openly declared this to all the multitude upon his

coining out of the temple, and it proved true. Such was
the condition of affairs with Hyrcanus.

§ 4. Now it happened at this time, that not only were
those Jews who were at Jerusalem and in Judaea in pros-

perity, but also those who dwelt at Alexandria and in

Egypt and Cyprus. For Cleopatra the queen was at variance

with her son Ptolemy who was called Lathurus, and ap-
pointed as her generals Chelcias and Ananias, the sons of

that Onias who built the temple like that at Jerusalem in

the district of Heliopolis, as I have elsewhere related.

Cleopatra intrusted her army to these men, and did nothing
without their advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia attests in

the following words. " Now most, both of those that
came to Cyprus with us, and of those that were sent

afterwards there by Cleopatra, revolted to Ptolemy imme-
diately

; only those Jews that were called Onias' party
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continued faithful, because their countrymen Chelcias and
Ananias were in chief favour with the queen." These are
the words of Strabo.

§ 5. However, this prosperous state of affairs moved the
JeAvs to envy Hyrcanus, and they that were the worst dis-

posed to him were the Pharisees, who were one of the sects

of the Jews, as I have stated already. And so great is

their influence over the multitude, that when they say any-
thing against the king, or against the high priest, they are

at once believed. Now Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs,

and greatly beloved by them. And once he invited them
to a feast, and entertained them very kindly, and when he
saw them in a good humour, began to say to them, that

they knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and to

do all things whereby he might please God, which was the

very profession of the Pharisees. However, he desired, if

they observed him offending in any point, and going out

of the right way, that they would call him back and correct

him. And as they testified to his being entirely virtuous,

he was well pleased with their commendation. But one of

his guests there, whose name was Eleazar, a man malig-

nant by nature and delighting in faction, said, " Since thou
desirest to know the truth, if thou wilt be righteous in

earnest, lay down the high priesthood, and content thyself

with the civil government of the people." And when he

desired to know for what reason he ought to lay down the

high priesthood, the other replied, " We have heard from
old men, that thy mother was a captive in the reign of

Antiochus Epiphanes." This story was false, and Hyr-

canus was very angry with him, and all the Pharisees were

very indignant.

§ 6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great friend of

Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions

are quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyr-
canus that Eleazar had cast that slur upon him according

to the general opinion of all the Pharisees, and that this

would be made manifest, if he would but ask them the

question, what punishment they thought Eleazar deserved

for what he had said. And Hyrcanus having asked the

Pharisees what punishment they thought Eleazar deserved

(for he would feel sure that the slur was not laid on him with
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their approbation, if they were for punishing him as his

crime deserved), the Pharisees made answer, that Eleazar

deserved stripes and bonds, but that it did not seem right

to punish his taunt with death. And indeed the Pharisees

generally are not apt to be severe in punishments. At
this mild sentence Hyrcanus was very angry, and thought

that the man had reproached him with their approbation.

But it was Jonathan who chiefly exasperated him against

them, and influenced him so that he made him join the

Sadducees and leave the party of the Pharisees, and
abolish the decrees they had imposed on the people,

and punish those that observed them. From this source

arose that hatred which he and his sons met with from the

multitude ; but of this I shall speak hereafter. What I

would now merely state is this, that the Pharisees have de-

livered to the people a great many traditional observances

handed down from their fathers, which are not written in

the laws of Moses, and for that reason it is that the

Sadducees reject them, and say that we are to esteem those

observances obligatory that are in the written word, but

are not to observe what are derived from the tradition of

our forefathers. And great disputes and differences have
arisen concerning these things among them, as the Sad-

ducees influence none but the rich, and have not the popu-

lace on their side, but the Pharisees have the multitude to

back them. But as to these two sects and that of the

Essenes I have given an accurate account in the second

book of the Jewish War.
§ 7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedition,

he afterwards lived happily, and administered the govern-

ment in the best manner for thirty-one years, and then

died, leaving behind him five sons. He was esteemed by
God worthy of the three greatest privileges, the government
of his nation, the dignity of the high priesthood, and the

power of prophecy, for G-od was with him, and enabled

him to know and foretell the future. Thus, as to his two
eldest sons, he foretold that they would not long continue

in the government of public affairs ; and their unhappy
fate will be worth description, that people may thence learn

how very much they came short of their father's happiness.
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CHAP. XI.

Sow Aristobulus, when he had taken the Government, put a
Diadem on his Head, and was most barbarously cruel to

his Mother and Brothers ; and how, after he had slain

Antigonus, he himself died.

§i-

NOW when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest

son Aristobulus, intending to change the government
into a kingdom, for so he resolved to do, was the first

after the captivity to put a diadem on his head, four
hundred and eighty-one years and three months after

the people had been delivered from the Babylonish
slavery, and had returned to their own country again.

This Aristobulus loved his next brother Antigonus, and
treated him as his equal, but the others he held in

bonds. He also put his mother into prison, because she

disputed the governmentwith him, for Hyrcanus had left her
mistress of all, and proceeded to that degree of barbarity, as

to starve her in prison. He was also estranged from his

brother Antigonus by calumnies, and eventually slew him
too, though he seemed to have a great affection for him, and
made him partner with him in the kingdom. Those calum-
nies he did not at first give credit to, partly because he loved

him and so did not give heed to what was said against him,

and partly because he thought the charges proceeded only

from envy. But when Antigonus once returned from an
expedition, and the feast of Tabernacles was then at hand,

it happened that Aristobulus was fallen sick, and Anti-

gonus went up most splendidly adorned to the temple, with

his soldiers about him in their armour, to celebrate the

feast, and to put up many prayers for the recovery of his

brother, and some wicked persons, who had a great mind to

set the brothers at variance, made a handle of the pompous
appearance of Antigonus, and of the great actions which

he had done, and went to the king, and spitefully exag-

gerated his pompous show at the feast, and insinuated

that all this behaviour was not like that of a private person,
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but an indication that he aspired to royal authority,

and that his coming with a strong body of men must be

with an intention to kill him, and that his way of reason-

ing was, that it was silly in him, when he might reign

himself, to look upon it as a great favour that he shared

in the honour of his brother.

§2. Aristobulus listened unwillingly to these insinua-

tions, but took care not only that his brother should not

suspect him, but also that he himself should run no risk of

his own safety ; so he posted his guards in a certain place

that was underground and dark, (he himself then lying ill

in the tower which was called Antonia, 1

) and commanded
them, in case Antigonus came to him unarmed, not to in-

jure him at all, but if he came armed, to kill him. And
he sent to Antigonus, and desired that he would come un-

armed; but the queen, and those that joined with her in

the plot against Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to

tell him the direct contrary, how his brother had heard

that he had got a fine suit of armour for war, and
desired him to come to him in that armour, that he
might see it. And Antigonus, suspecting no treachery,

and relying on the good-will of his brother, came to

Aristobulus armed, as he was, in his entire armour, in

order to show it him. But when he was come to a place

which was called Strato's Tower, where the passage hap-

pened to be very dark, the guards slew him. Now this

death of his proves that nothing is stronger than envy
and calumny, and that nothing does more alienate the

good- will and natural affections of men than these passions.

But here one may take occasion to marvel at one Judas,

who was of the sect of the Essenes, and who never missed

the truth in his predictions ; for when he saw Anti-

gonus passing by the temple, he cried out to his com-
panions and friends, who dwelt with him as his scholars

in the art of foretelling things to come, that it was
good for him to die now, since he had spoken falsely

about Antigonus, who was still alive, for he saw him

1 The tower Antonia, on the north of the Temple. Josephus here

uses the later name ; it was called Baris at this period, see Antiq. xv.

11, § 4, and was strengthened and partially rebuilt by Herod the

Great.
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passing by, although he had foretold that he should die
that very day at the place called Strato's Tower, and
the place where he had foretold he should be slain was six

hundred furlongs off, and most of the day was already
past, so that he was in danger of proving a false prophet.
As he was saying this in a dejected mood, the news came
that Antigonus was slain in a place under ground, which
was also itself called Strato's Tower, having the same name
as that Caesarea 1 which lies on the sea. This event greatly
disturbed the prophet.

§ 3. But Aristobulus repented immediately of this

slaughter of his brother, on which account his disease in-

creased upon him, and he was so disturbed in mind at

such blood-guiltiness, that his inward parts consumed away
owing to his intolerable pain, and he vomited blood, which
one of the servants that attended upon him, when carrying
it away, did, by divine providence, as I cannot but think,

slip down and shed part of it at the very place where there

were spots of Antigonus' blood there slain still remaining.
And when there was a cry raised by the spectators, as if

the servant had shed the blood in that place on purpose,
Aristobulus heard it, and inquired what the matter was ?

And as they did not answer him, he was the more earnest

to know what it was, it being natural to men to suspect

that what is concealed in such cases is very bad. So upon
his threatening, and forcing them by terrors to speak, they

at length told him the truth : whereupon he shed many
tears, in the mental agony which arose from his con-

sciousness of what he had done, and gave a deep groan,

and said, " I am not, I see, to escape the detection of God
for the impious and horrid crimes I have been guilty of,

but a quick punishment is coming upon me for shed-

ding the blood of my relations. And now, most shame-
less body of mine, how long wilt thou retain a soul that

ought to die to appease the ghosts of my brother and
mother ? Why dost thou not give it all up at once ? And
why do I deliver up my blood drop by drop, to those whom
I have so wickedly murdered ? " In saying these last

words, he died, having reigned a year. He was called a

1 The ancient name of Ciesarea Palsestina was Strato's Tower.
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lover of the Greeks, 1 and had conferred many benefits on
his own country, having made war against Itursea, and
added a great part of it to Judaea, and compelled the in-

habitants, if they would remain in that country, to be cir-

cumcised, and to live according to the Jewish laws. He
was naturally a man of equity, and of great modesty, as

Strabo bears witness on the authority of Timagenes in

the following words. " This man was a man of equity,

and very serviceable to the Jews, for he added a country

to them, and obtained a part of the nation of the Ituraeans

for them, and bound them to them by the bond of the

circumcision of their foreskins."

CHAP. XII.

How Alexander, when he had taken the Government, made an
Expedition against Ptolemais, and then raised the Siege

out offear of Ptolemy Lathurus ; and how Ptolemy made
War against him, because he had sent to Cleopatra to per-

suade her to make War against him, though he pretended

to be in Friendship with him.

§i-

WHEN Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who
was called by the Greeks Alexandra, let his brothers

out of prison (for Aristobulus had kept them there, as I

have said already), and made Alexander Janneas king,

who was superior in age and in moderation. He happened
to be hated by his father as soon as he was born, and was
never permitted to come into his father's sight till he died.

The reason of which hatred is thus reported. As Hyrcanus
loved chiefly his two eldest sons, Antigonus and Aristo-

bulus, he inquired of God, who appeared to him in his

sleep, which of his sons should be his successor ; and upon
God's showing him the countenance of Alexander, he was
grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods, and
had him brought up in Galilee.

2 However, God did not

1 Philhellen.
2 The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this son of his, whom he did

not love, to come to Judaea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee,,
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deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aristobulus he
certainly took over the kingdom, and slew one of his

brothers, who aimed at the kingdom, but held the other
in honour, who chose to live a private and a quiet life.

§ 2. When he had settled the government in the manner
that he judged best, he made an expedition against Ptole-

mais ; and having overcome the enemy in battle, he
shut them up in the city, and invested it, and besieged
it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only Ptole-

mais and Gaza to be conquered, and Strato's Tower 1 and
Dora 2 which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now as

Antiochus Philometor, and his brother Antiochus who was
also called Cyzicenus, were warring against one another,

and destroying one another's armies, the people of Ptole-

mais could get no assistance from them ; but when they
were hard pressed by this siege, Zoilus, who occupied

Strato's Tower and Dora, and maintained a legion of

soldiers, and, because of the contest between the kings,

aimed at kingly power himself, came and brought some
small assistance to the people of Ptolemais. Nor indeed

had the kings such a friendship for them, as that they

could hope for any aid from them ; for both those kings

were in the case of wrestlers, who finding themselves de-

ficient in strength, and yet being ashamed to yield, put off

the fight by laziness, and by resting as long as they can.

The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of

Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathurus who now held Cyprus,

and who went to Cyprus when he was driven from the

government of Egypt by his mother Cleopatra. So the people

of Ptolemais sent to him, and desired him to come as an

ally to deliver them, now they were in such danger, out of

the hands of Alexander. And as the ambassadors gave

him hopes, if he would pass over into Syria, that he would

have the people of Gaza on the side of those of Ptolemais,

and also said that Zoilus, and also the Sidonians and

is suggested by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee was not esteemed so happy
and well-cultivated a country as Judaea, Matt. xxvi. 73, John vii. 52,

Acts ii. 7, although another obvious reason occurs also, that he was further

out of his sight in Galilee than he would have been in Judaea.—W.
1 Caesarea Palaestina, Kaisariyeh.
2 Tanturah.

IT. E E
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many others, would assist him, he was sanguine at this,

and got his fleet ready as soon as possible.

§ 3. Meantime Demametus, one that had great powers

of persuasion, and a leader of the populace, made the

men of Ptolemais change their opinions, and said to them,

that it was better, as the future was uncertain, to run all

hazard against the Jews, than to accept evident slavery

by delivering themselves up to a master, and besides that,

to have not only a war at present, but to expect a much
greater one from Egypt, for Cleopatra would not permit

Ptolemy's raising an army for himself out of the neigh-

bourhood, but would come against them with a great army
of her own, for she was labouring to eject her son out of

Cyprus even ; and while Ptolemy, if he failed in his hojDes,

could still retire to Cyprus, they would be left in the

greatest danger possible. Now Ptolemy, although he heard
of the change of mind in the people of Ptolemais, yet went
on with his voyage all the same, and put in at a place

called Sycaminus, 1 and there set his army on shore. His
whole army, horse and foot together, amounted to about
thirty thousand, with which he marched near to Ptolemais,

and there pitched his camp ; but as the people of Ptolemais

would neither receive his messengers, nor hear what they

had to say, he was very anxious.

§ 4. But when Zoilus and the people of Gaza came to

him, and desired his assistance, because their country was
laid waste by Alexander and the Jews, Alexander raised

the siege for fear of Ptolemy : and when he had drawn off

his army into his own country, he played a double game
afterwards, privately inviting Cleopatra to march against

Ptolemy, but publicly pretending to desire a league of

friendship and mutual alliance with him ; and, he promised
to give him four hundred talents of silver, and asked him
in return to put out of the way the tyrant Zoilus and give

his country to the Jews. Then Ptolemy gladly made such
a league of friendship with Alexander, and subdued Zoilus,

but when he afterwards heard that Alexander had privately

made overtures to his mother Cleopatra, he broke his league
of friendship with him, and besieged Ptolemais, because it

1 Haifa el-Atikah, close to Mount Carmel.
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would not receive him ; and leaving his generals, with some
part of his forces, to go on with the siege, he set out him-
self with the rest to subdue Judaea. And when Alexander
understood that this was Ptolemy's intention, he also got
together about fifty thousand soldiers out of his own coun-
try, or, as some writers have said, eighty thousand, and
with this army went to meet Ptolemy. But Ptolemy
unexpectedly made an assault upon Asochis, 1

a city of

Galilee, and took it by storm on the Sabbath-day, and
captured about ten thousand people, and took a great deal
of spoil.

§ 5. He next tried to take Sepphoris, 2 which was a city not
far from thatwhich had just been sacked, but he lost many of

his men there, and marched on to fight with Alexander. And
he met him near the river Jordan, at a certain place called

Asophon, 3 not far from the river Jordan, and pitched his

camp near the enemy. He had eight thousand in the van of

his army whom he called Hecatontamachi, 4 who had shields

of brass. Those in the van of Ptolemy's army also had
shields covered with brass : but Ptolemy's soldiers were in

other respects inferior to those of Alexander, and therefore

were more cautious in running hazard : but Philostephanus

the tactician put great courage into them, and ordered

them to cross the river which lay between the two camps.

Nor did Alexander think fit to hinder their passage over

it, for he thought if the enemy had the river on their back,

he should the easier take them prisoners, as they could not

then flee out of the battle, At first the courage and daring

on both sides were alike, and a great slaughter was made
by both the armies ; but Alexander had the best of it, till

Philostephanus divided his troops, and reinforced those

that were giving way ; and as there was no reserve to help

those Jews that gave way, they consequently fled, and

those near them did not assist them, but fled with

them. But Ptolemy's soldiers acted quite differently,

for they followed the Jews, and killed them, and at last

those that slew them pursued after them, when they had

made them all run away, and slew them till their weapons

1 Probably Kefr Menda, see Life, § 45.

2 Sefurieh.
3 Not identified.

4 That is, able each to fight one hundred men.
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were blunted, and their hands quite tired with slaughter.

And the report was that thirty thousand were slain, but

Timagenes says there were fifty thousand slain. As for

the rest, part of them . were taken captive, and part fled

to their own homes.

§ 6. After this victory, Ptolemy scoured all the country

round, and when night came on, he took up his quarters

in certain villages of Judaea, and as he found them full of

women and children, he commanded his soldiers to cut

their throats and hack them in pieces, and then to cast them
into boiling caldrons, and devour their limbs as sacri-

fices. This command was given, that such as fled from the

battle, and came to them, might suppose their enemies were

cannibals, and so might be still more terrified at them upon
such a sight. Both Strabo and Nicolaus affirm that they

used these people in this manner, as I have already related.

Ptolemy also took Ptolemais by storm, as I have shown
elsewhere.

CHAP. XIII.

How Alexander, upon the League of Alliance which Cleo-

patra had agreed with him, made an Expedition against

Code-Syria, and overthrew the City of Gaza ; and how he

slew many myriads of Jews that rebelled against him

:

also concerning Antiochus Grypus, Seleucus, Antiochus

Cyzicenus, Antiochus Pius, and others.

§i-

WHEN Cleopatra saw that her son was grown great,

and laid Judaea waste with security, and had got the
city of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longer to

overlook what he did, as he was at her gates, and as he was
so much stronger now than before, would probably desire

to rule over the Egyptians. So she immediately ad-

vanced against him with both a naval and land force, and
made the Jews Chelcias and Ananias generals of her whole
army, and sent the greatest part of her riches, her grand-
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children, and her will, to the people of Cos.
1 Cleopatra

also ordered her son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to

Phoenicia, when that country revolted, and herself went to

Ptolemais, and as the people of Ptolemais would not re-

ceive her, besieged the city. But Ptolemy went out of Syria,

and made haste into Egypt, supposing that he should
find it destitute of an army and so soon take it. But he
failed in his hope. At this time Chelcias, one of Cleopatra's

generals, happened to die in Ccele- Syria, as he was in pur-

suit of Ptolemy.

§ 2. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, and
that his Egyptian expedition did not succeed according to

his expectations, she sent part of her army there, and
drove him out of that country. And when he had re-

turned from Egypt again, he spent the winter at G-aza.

And meantime Cleopatra took the garrison that was in

Ptolemais as well as the city by siege, and when Alexander
came to her, he gave her presents, and paid her such marks
of respect as were but proper, since he had had no other

refuge but her in the miseries he endured under Ptolemy.

Now some of her friends urged her to seize Alexander, and
to overrun and take possession of the country, and not to

sit still and see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to

one man. But Ananias' counsel was contrary to theirs,

for he said she would do an unjust action, if she deprived a

man that was her ally of the authority which belonged to

him, and that a man who was related to them. " For
(said he) I would not have thee ignorant of this, that any

injustice thou doest to him, will make all us Jews thy

enemies." Cleopatra hearkened to this advice of Ananias,

and did no injury to Alexander, but made an alliance with

him at Scythopolis, a city of Ccele- Syria.

§ 3. Now when Alexander was delivered from the fear he

was in of Ptolemy, he at once made an expedition into

Ccele- Syria, and took G-adara,
2
after a siege of ten months.

He also took Amathus, 3
a very strong fortress belonging

to those who dwelt beyond the Jordan, where Theodorus,

1 Cos, Stanko, an island off the West Coast of Asia Minor, was the

birthplace of Ptolemy Philadelphus.
2 Umm Keis.
3 Hamath, Rama, in the yalley of the Orontes.
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the son of Zeno, had his chief treasures, and what he es-

teemed most precious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon
the Jews, and slew ten thousand of them, and seized on
Alexander's baggage. But this misfortune did not ter-

rify Alexander, but he made a raid on the maritime
parts, as Raphia 1 and Anthedon 2

(the name of which
last king Herod afterwards changed to Agrippiades), and
took even it by storm. And when he saw that Ptolemy
had retired from Gaza to Cyprus, and that his mother
Cleopatra had returned to Egypt, in his rage because the

people of Gaza had invited Ptolemy to assist them, he
besieged their city and ravaged their country. But when
Apollodotus, the general of the army of Gaza, fell upon the

camp of the Jews by night with two thousand mercenaries

and ten thousand of his own men,3 the men of Gaza pre-

vailed while the night lasted, as they made the enemy
believe that it was Ptolemy who attacked them : but when
day dawned, and that mistake was corrected, and the Jews
knew the truth, they rallied and fell upon the men of

Gaza, and slew about a thousand of them. But as the men
of Gaza stoutly resisted, and would not surrender either

for scarcity of provisions or because of the great numbers
that were slain (for they would rather suffer any hardship
whatever than come into the power of their enemies),

Aretas, the king of the Arabians, a very illustrious person,

encouraged them by promising that he would come to their

assistance. But before he came Apollodotus happened to

get slain, for his brother Lysimachus, envying him for the
great reputation he had among the citizens, murdered him,
and won over the army, and delivered up the city to Alex-
ander. And he, when he entered first, was quiet, but after-

wards set his army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, and gave
the city up to sack. So some went one way, and some
another, and slew the inhabitants of Gaza ; but they did
not behave cowardly, but opposed those that came to slay

1 See Ant. xiv. 5, § 3, and Jewish War, i. 8, § 4. On the edge of the
desert, twenty-two miles S.W. of Gaza, now cr-Safdh.

2 See Ant. xiv. 5, § 3, and xv. 7, § 3 ; Jewish War, i. 4, § 2, i. 8, § 4,

and i. 21, § 8 ; it was twenty stadia, about two and a half miles, south
of Gaza, Tell el-'Ajul or Kefr Hette.

3 I read oIkeIcjv for the common reading oiketojv.
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them, and slew as many of the Jews. And some of them,
when they saw themselves deserted, burnt their own houses,
that the enemy might get none of their spoil ; nay, some of

them with their own hands slew their children and wives,

having no other way but this of avoiding slavery for them.
But the senators, who were in all five hundred, fled to

Apollo's temple (for this attack happened to be made as they
were sitting in council,) and Alexander slew them, and
when he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned
to Jerusalem, having spent a year in the siege.

§ 4. About this very time Antiochus, who was also

called Grypus, was treacherously slain by Heracleon, when
he had lived forty-five years, and reigned twenty-nine.

His son Seleucus l succeeded him in the kingdom, and
warred with Antiochus, his father's brother, who was also

called Cyzicenus, and beat him, and took him prisoner, and
slew him. But not long after Antiochus,2

the son of Cyzi-

cenus, who was called the Pious, came to Aradus, 3 and put
the diadem on his own head, and warred against Seleucus,

and beat him, and drove him out of all Syria. And he
fled to Cilicia, and went to Mopsuestia, 4 and levied money
again upon the people of Mopsuestia ; but they were in-

dignant and burnt down his palace, and slew him and his

friends. But when Antiochus, the son of Cyzicenus, was
king of Syria, Antiochus, the brother of Seleucus, made
war upon him, and was beaten and slain, he and his army.

After him his brother Philip
5 put on the diadem, and

reigned ov£r some part of Syria ; but Ptolemy Lathurus

sent for his fourth brother Demetrius, who was called

Eucserus, from Cnidos,
6 and made him king at Damascus.

Both these brothers did Antiochus vehemently oppose,

but soon died ; for when he was come as an ally to Lao-

dice, queen of the Grileadites, who was warring against

the Parthians, he fell fighting courageously. And his two
brothers Demetrius and Philip governed Syria, as has been

elsewhere related.

§ 5. As to Alexander, his own people were rebellious

1 Seleucus Gryphus, 96 b.c. 2 Antiochus X., 89 B.C.

3 Arvad, the island er-Ruad. 4 Now Missis, east of Adana.
5 87 B.C.
6 The ruins are on Cape Crio, at the S.W. end of Asia Minor.
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against him, for at a festival which was then being cele-

brated, as he stood at the altar and was going to sacrifice, the

nation rose in insurrection against him and pelted him with

citrons [which they then had in their hands,] because the law
of the Jews requires at the feast of Tabernacles that every-

one should have branches of palm-trees and citron-trees,

as I have elsewhere related. They also reviled him, as

descended from a woman who had been a captive,
1 and so as

unworthy of his dignity, and of sacrificing. At this he was
in a rage, and slew about six thousand of them. He also

constructed a wooden screen round the altar and the temple,

as far as the partition within which it was only lawful for the

priests to enter, and by this means he debarred the mul-
titude from coming near him. He also kept an army of

Pisidian and Cilician mercenaries ; but could not so utilize

the Syrians, as he was their enemy. He also overcame
the Moabites and G-ileadites, who were Arabians, and
made them pay tribute. Moreover, he demolished Ama-
thus, as Theodorus durst not fight with him. 2 But en-

gaging in battle with Obedas, king of the Arabians,
he fell into an ambush in places that were rugged and
difficult to travel over, and was thrown down into a deep
ravine by a multitude of camels at G-adara a village of

Grilead, and barely escaped with his life. From thence he
fled to Jerusalem, where because of his ill success the nation

attacked him, and he fought against them for six years,

and slew no less than fifty thousand of them. And when
he begged that they would desist from their ill-will to him,
they hated him so much the more on account of what had
happened ; and when he asked them what he ought to do,

they all cried out that he ought to die, and sent to Deme-
trius Eucserus, and begged him to make an alliance with
them.

1 This reproach cast on Alexander seems only the repetition of the
old Pharisaical calumny upon his father. See chap. x. § 5.—W.

2 This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and was in the possession of
Amathus, as we gather from § 3, foregoing.—W.
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CHAP. XIV.

How Demetrius Eucairus overcame Alexander, and yet in a
little time retired out of the Country for fear of the Jews.
As also how Alexander slew many of the Jews, and thereby

got rid of his Troubles. Concerning the Death of
Demetrius.

SO Demetrius came with an army, which he swelled with
those that invited him, and encamped near the city

of Shechem ;
* and Alexander, with six thousand two

hundred mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews
who were of his party, marched against Demetrius, who
had three thousand horse and forty thousand foot. Now
there was much negotiation on both sides, Demetrius
trying to make the mercenaries that were with Alexander
desert because they were Greeks, and Alexander trying to

make the Jews desert that were with Demetrius. How-
ever, neither of them could persuade the opposite side to

do as they wished, but a battle ensued, in which Demetrius
was the conqueror, and all Alexander's mercenaries were
killed, when they had given proof of their fidelity and
courage. A great number of Demetrius' s soldiers were
slain also.

§ 2. Now when Alexander fled to the mountains, six

thousand of the Jews mustered to him, moved by pity

at his reverse. So Demetrius was afraid, and retired

out of the country ; after which the Jews fought against

Alexander, and were beaten, and slain in great numbers
in the several battles which they had. And when he

had shut up the most powerful of them in the city

of Bethome, 2 he besieged them therein ; and when he

had taken the city, and got the inhabitants into his power,

he brought them to Jerusalem, and did one of the most
barbarous actions in the world to them : for as he was

1 Ndblus.
- In Jewish War, i. 4, § 6, the name is given as Bemeselis ; the site is

unknown.
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feasting with his concubines in the sight of all the city,

he ordered about eight hundred of them to be crucified,

and while they were still living ordered the throats of

their children and wives to be cut before their eyes. This

was indeed by way of revenge for the injuries they had
done hiin, but this punishment which he exacted was in-

human, though we suppose him to have been ever so much
distressed, as it is probable he was, by his wars with them,
for he had by their means come to the last degree of

hazard both as to his life and kingdom. For they were not
satisfied to fight only by themselves against him, but in-

troduced foreigners also for the same purpose; nay, at

last they reduced him to that degree of necessity, that he
was forced to deliver back to the king of Arabia the land
of Moab and Gilead, which he had subdued, and the places

that were in them, that they might not join the Jews in

the war against him, and they also did ten thousand other

things to affront and outrage him. However, this barbarity

seems to have been without any necessity, and on account of

that extreme savageness he got the name of Thracidas
among the Jews.

1 And the soldiers who had fought against

him, who were about eight thousand in number, fled by
night, and continued in exile all the time that Alexander
lived. And he, being now freed from any further disturbance
from them, reigned the rest of his time in the utmost
tranquillity.

§ 3. Now when Demetrius departed from Judaea, he
went to Bercea,

2 and besieged his brother Philip, taking
with him ten thousand foot, and a thousand horse. But
Strato, the tyrant of Bercea and ally of Philip, called

in Zizus the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithridates

Sinaces, the ruler of the Parthians. And they coming with
a large force, and besieging Demetrius in his intrenched
camp, into which they had driven him with their arrows,

compelled those that were with him to surrender from want
of water. And they took a great deal of spoil' out of that

country, and captured Demetrius himself, whom they sent

to Mithridates, who was then king of Parthia, but as to

1 Or Thracian. The Thracians were proverbial for savage barbarity,

see for example Thuoydides, vii. 29.
2 Aleppo.



CHAP. XV.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 427

those of the people of Antioch whom they took captive,
they restored them to the people of Antioch without any
ransom. Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, held
Demetrius in great honour, till Demetrius ended his life

by sickness. And Philip, directly the fight was over, went
to Antioch, and made himself master of it, and reigned
over Syria.

CHAP. XV.

How Antiochus, who was called Dionysus, and after him
Aretas, made Expeditions into Juda?a ; as also, how
Alexander took many Cities, and then returned to Jerusa-
lem, and died after an Illness of Three Years, and what
Advice he gave to Alexandra.

§ L
AFTER this, Antiochus, who was called Dionysus, and

was Philip's brother, aspired to the dominion, and
went to Damascus, and got the power into his hands, and
there reigned. But as he was making an expedition against

the Arabians, his brother Philip heard of it, and went to

Damascus, where Milesius, who had been left governor of

the citadel, delivered up the city of the Damascenes to him
;

but as Philip was ungrateful to him, and bestowed upon him
nothing of what he hoped for when he received him into

the city, but wished to have it believed that it was rather

delivered up out of fear of him than owing to the kind-

ness of Milesius, and because he did not reward him as he

ought to have done, he was suspected by him, and so lost

Damascus again ; for when he was going into the Hip-

podrome, Milesius shut him out of it, and kept Damascus
for Antiochus. And he, hearing how Philip's affairs stood,

came back from Arabia, and also immediately marched
into Judaea, with eight thousand foot, and eight hundred
horse. And Alexander, being afraid at his coming, dug a

deep trench from Chabarzaba, 1 which is now called Anti-

1 Kefr Saba.
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patris,
1
to the sea near Joppa, 2 where alone an army could be

brought against him. He also raised a wall one hundred and
fifty furlongs in length, and erected on it wooden towers
and curtains, and waited for the coming of Antiochus, who
burnt all those works, and made his army pass by that way
into Arabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first retired, but
afterwards suddenly appeared with ten thousand cavalry.

Antiochus met them and fought desperately, but when he
had got the victory in his part of the battle, and was bring-

ing up reinforcements to the part of his army that was hard
pressed, he got slain. And when Antiochus had fallen, his

army fled to the village of Cana, 3 where most of them
l^erished by famine.

§ 2. After him Aretas reigned over Ccele- Syria, being
called to the government by those that held Damascus,
because of the hatred they bore to Ptolemy the son of

Mennseus. He also made thence an expedition into Judaea,
and beat Alexander in battle, near a place called Addida, 4

but upon certain conditions agreed on between them re-

tired from Judaea.

§ 3. But Alexander marched again to the city Dium, 5

and took it, and then made an expedition against Essa,
6

where most of Zeno's treasures happened to be, and sur-

rounded the place -with three walls, and when he had taken
the city by assault, he marched onto Gaulana 7 and Seleucia.

8

And when he had taken those cities, he also took the
valley which is called the valley of Antiochus, as also the
fortress of Gamala.9 He also accused Demetrius, who was
governor of those places, of many crimes, and turned him
out: and after he had spent three years in this war, he
returned to his own country, and the Jews joyfully re-

ceived him because of his good success.

1 KuVat Has el-Ain. For discussion on true site of Antipatris see

Memoirs of Palestine Fund, ii. 258-262.
2 That part of the Mediterranean off the coast at Jaffa..
3 Apparently a village in the south of Palestine, and not one of the

Canas of Galilee. 4 Haditheh, near Lydda.
6 One of the cities of Decapolis, east of Jordan ; the site has not yet

been recovered.
6 A town east of Jordan, site unknown.
7 Sahem ej-Jauldn, east of the Sea of Galilee.
8 See Life, § 37

;
Jewish War, iv. 1, § 1.

9 KuVat el-Htcsn.
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§ 4. Now at this time the Jews were in possession of

the following cities of the Syrians and Idumaeans and
Phoenicians ; on the sea coast Strato's Tower, 1 Apollonia,2

Joppa,3 Jamnia,4 Azotus, 5
G-aza,

6 Anthedon, 7 Raphia, 8 and
Rhinocurura

;

9
in the interior of the country towards

Iduineea, Adora 10 and Marissa 11 and Samaria, 12 Mount Car-
mel and Mount Tabor, Scythopolis,

13 Gadara, 14
G-aulani-

tis,
15

Seleucia,
16 and G-abala;

17
in the country of Moab,

Heshbon, 18 Medaba, 19 Lemba, 20 Oronas,
21

Telithon,
22 Zara,23

the valley of the Cilicians,
24 and Pella

25 (which last they
utterly destroyed, because its inhabitants would not change
their religious rites for those peculiar to the Jews). The
Jews also possessed others of the principal cities in Syria,

which had been destroyed.

§ 5. After this king Alexander, although he fell ill

from hard drinking, and was troubled with a quartan
ague for three years, yet would not leave off going out
with his army, till he was quite worn out with the labours

he had undergone, and died on the borders of the G-era-

senes,
26 while besieging Ragaba,27

a fortress beyond the

Jordan. But when his queen saw that he was on the

point of death, and had no longer any hope of surviving,

she came to him weeping and lamenting, and bewailed the

desolate condition which herself and her sons would be left

in, and said to him, " To whom dost thou thus leave me and
my children, who are destitute of all other support, and that

though thou knowest how much ill-will thy nation bears

thee ? " But he gave her the following advice, to do what
he would suggest to her, in order to retain the kingdom

1 Csesarea Palaestina, Kaisariyeh.
2 Arsuf, between Kaisariyeh, and Jaffa.

3
Jaffa.

4 Ycbnah. 5 Ashdod, Esdud. e Ghuzzeh.
7 See p. 422, note 2.

8 er-Bafdh.
9 el-'Arish, the border town between Egypt and Palestine.

10 Dura. " Kh. Mer'ask. 12 Sebustieh.

13 Beisdn. 14 Umm Keis. 15 Sahem ej-Jauldn.
16 See p. 428, note 6.

17 Probably for Gamala, KtiVat el-Husn,
18 Hesbdn. 19 Medeba. M Unknown.
21 Possibly the Horonaim of Is. xv. 5, and Jer. xlviii. 3, 5, 54.

22 Unknown. 23 Beit Zdra. 24 Unknown.
25 Tubakdt Fdhll.
26 The borders of the district of Gerasa, Jerash.
27 Not identified.
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securely for herself and her children : namely, to conceal his

death from the soldiers till she should have taken Ragaba,

and after that to go in triumph as upon a victory to Jeru-

salem, and put some authority into the hands of the

Pharisees, for they would commend her for the honour
she did them, and would reconcile the nation to her;

for they had great authority among the Jews, both to in-

jure such as hated them, and to bring advantages to

those who were friendly disposed to them, for they were
believed most of all by the multitude when they spoke any
severe thing against others, though it was only out of

envy. And he said that it was owing to them, whom
indeed he had insulted, that he had incurred the dis-

pleasure of the nation. " Do thou therefore," he added,
" when thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the leading

men among them, and show them my dead body, and with
great show of sincerity, give them leave to use it as.they

themselves please, whether they will dishonour my corpse

by refusing it burial, as having suffered much at my hands,

or whether in their anger they will offer any other outrage

to that body. Promise them also that thou wilt do no-

thing without consulting them in the affairs of the king-

dom. If thou dost but say this to them, I shall have the

honour of a more glorious funeral from them than I

could have had from thee, for when it is in their power
to abuse my dead body, they will do it no injury at all,

and thou wilt rule in safety."
l When he had given

his wife this advice he died, after having reigned twenty-
seven years, and lived fifty years save one.

1 It seems, by this dying advice of Alexander to his wife, that he
had himself pursued the measures of his father Hvrcanus, and taken
part with the Sadducees, who kept close to the written law, against the

Pharisees, who had introduced their own traditions, chap. 7, § 2, and
that he now saw a political necessity of submitting to the Pharisees, and
their traditions hereafter, if his widow and family were to retain their

hold over the Jewish nation.—W.
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CHAP. XVI.

How Alexandra, by gaining the good-will of the Pharisees,
retained the Kingdom Nine Years, and then, having done
many glorious Actions, died.

§i-
A ~ND Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress, acted

-**- as her husband had suggested to her, and spoke to

the Pharisees, and put all things into their hands, both as
to the dead body, and as to the affairs of the kingdom,
and so pacified their anger against Alexander, and made
them her friends and well-wishers. So they went among
the multitude, and made speeches to them, extolling the
actions of Alexander, and telling them that they had
lost a righteous king ; and by the commendation they
gave him, they induced them to grieve and be in heavi-

ness for him, so that he had a more sj)lendid funeral
than had any of the kings before him. Alexander left

behind him two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, but com-
mitted the kingdom to Alexandra. Now as to her two
sons, Hyrcanus was indeed unfit to manage public affairs,

and delighted rather in a quiet life; but the younger,
Aristobulus, was active and bold. And Alexandra herself

was loved by the multitude, because she seemed displeased

at the offences her husband had been guilty of.

§ 2. Now she made Hyrcanus high priest, because he was
the elder, but much more because he did not meddle with
politics, and she allowed the Pharisees to do everything, and
also ordered the multitude to be obedient to them. She
also restored those practices which the Pharisees had in-

troduced, according to the traditions of their forefathers,

and which her father-in-law Hyrcanus had abrogated.

She had indeed the name of queen, but the Pharisees had
all the authority ; for it was they who restored such as had
been banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, in

a word, they differed in nothing from lords of the realm.

However, the queen also looked after the affairs of the

kingdom, and got together a great body of mercenary
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soldiers, and increased her own army to such a degree,

that she became terrible to the neighbouring tyrants, and
took hostages of them. And the country was entirely at

peace, except for the Pharisees ; for they disturbed the queen,

and urged her to kill those who had persuaded Alexander

to slay the eight hundred men ; after which they them-
selves cut the throat of one of them, Diogenes, and after

him they did the same to several, one after another, till the

leading men of the opposite party came to the palace, and
Aristobulus with them (for he seemed to be displeased at

what was done, and it appeared clear that, if he had an
opportunity, he would not permit his mother to go on so),

and reminded the queen what great dangers they had gone
through, and what great things they had done, whereby
they had demonstrated the firmness of their fidelity to

their master, and had in consequence received the greatest

marks of favour from him ; and they begged of her, that

she would not utterly blast their hopes, as it now hap-

pened, that after having escaped the hazards that arose

from their [open] enemies, they were cut off at home, by
their [private] enemies, like brute beasts, without any
remedy whatever. They said also, that if their adversaries

would be satisfied with those that had been slain already,

they would take what had been done patiently, on account

of their natural love to their masters, but if they must
expect the same for the future also, they implored of her
dismissal from her service, for they could not bear to

think of attempting any method for their deliverance

without her, but would die willingly before the palace, if

she would not forgive them. They said also that it

would be a great disgrace both for themselves and for the

queen, if when they were neglected by her, they should be
welcomed by her husband's enemies, for the Arabian
Aretas and the other monarch s would give any pay if

they could get such men as mercenaries, whose very names,
before their voices were heard, would be probably terrible

to them. But if they could not obtain this their second

request, and she was determined to prefer the Pharisees

before them, let her place every one of them in her for-

tresses ; for if some demon had a spite against Alexander's
house, they would be willing to live in a lowly station.
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§ 3. As these men used much language of this kind,
and called upon Alexander's ghost to commiserate those
already slain, and those in danger of being so, all the by-
standers broke out into tears ; especially Aristobulus, who
showed what his sentiments were, and used many re-

proachful expressions to his mother. He said also that they
were indeed themselves the authors of their own calamities,

seeing they had unreasonably permitted a woman, who was
mad with ambition, to reign over them, when there were
sons in the flower of their age fitter to rule over the king-
dom. Then Alexandra, not knowing how to refuse with
any decency, committed all the fortresses to them, except
Hyrcania * and Alexandrium 2 and Machserus, 3 where her
principal treasures were. A little while after she also sent

her son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against
Ptolemy, who was called Mennseus, who was a bad neigh-
bour to that city

; but he did nothing considerable against
him, and returned home.

§ 4. About this time news was brought that Tigranes,
4

the king of Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria
with five hundred thousand soldiers,

5 and was coming to

attack Judaea. This news, as may well be supposed, ter-

rified the queen and nation. Accordingly, they sent him
many and very valuable presents, as also ambassadors,
as he was besieging Ptolemais. For queen Selene, who
was also called Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, and
had persuaded the inhabitants to exclude Tigranes. So
the Jewish ambassadors interceded with him, and entreated

that he would decree nothing severe against the queen
or nation. He commended them for the court they paid

1 On the east of the Jordan. See Ant. xiv. 5, § 4 ; Jewish War, i. 8,

§ 5. Perhaps 'Arak el-Emir.
2 Kefr Istuna, near Keriut, Corese. Ant. xiv. 3, § 4 ; xiv. 5, § 2, 4

;

Jewish War, i. 6, § 4 ; i. 8, § 5.
3 Mekaur, to the east of the Dead Sea.
4 Tigranes II., 93-39 B.C.
5 The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one Greek copy, with

the Latin copies, have it, for Tigranes' army, that came out of Armenia
into Syria and Judaea, seems much too large. We have already had
several such extravagant numbers in Josephus's present copies. I incline

to Dr. Hudson's emendation here, which supposes them but 40,000.—W.
II. F P
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him at so great a distance, and gave them good hopes

of his favour. But as soon as Ptolemais was taken, news
came to Tigranes that Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mith-

ridates, could not light upon him (for he had fled into

Iberia), but was laying waste Armenia, and besieging its

cities. Now when Tigranes knew this, he returned home.

§ 5. After this, when the queen was fallen dangerously

ill, Aristobulus resolved to attempt to seize the king-

dom, so he stole away secretly by night with only one
of his servants, and went to the fortresses wherein his

father's friends were settled. For as he had been a great

while displeased at his mother's conduct, so was he now
much more afraid that, upon her death, their whole family
would be in the power of the Pharisees, for he saw the

inability of his brother the heir apparent. Now no one
had any idea of what he was going to do except his wife,

whom he left at Jerusalem with their children. He went
first of all to Agaba, 1 where was G-alaestes, one of the in-

fluential men before mentioned, and was received by him.
When it was day the queen perceived that Aristobulus

had fled ; and she did not for some time suppose that his

departure had any revolutionary intention ; but when
messengers came one after another with the news that he
had secured the first fortress, the second fortress, and all the

fortresses (for as soon as one began, they all submitted to

his disposal), then the queen and nation were in the greatest

alarm, for they were aware that it would not be long ere

Aristobulus would be able to settle himself firmly in the

government. What they were principally afraid of was
that he would inflict punishment upon them for the mad
treatment his house had had from them : so they resolved

to take his wife and children into custody, and kept them
in the fortress that was over the temple.

2 Now a mighty
conflux of people came to Aristobulus from all parts, inso-

1 Not identified.
2 This fortress, castle, citadel, or tower, whither the wife and children

of Aristobulus were now sent, and which overlooked the temple, could

be no other than what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. xviii. 4, § 3, and Herod
the Great rebuilt, and called the Tower of Antonia, Antiq. xv. 11, § 5.

—W.
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much that he had a kind of royal retinue about him ; for
in little more than fifteen days he got twenty-two for-

tresses, which gave hiin the opportunity of raising an armv
from Libanus and Trachonitis and the monarchs. For men
are easily led by majorities, and readily submit to them

;

and besides this they thought that by affording him their

assistance when he could not expect it, they as well as he
would enjoy the advantages that would come by his being
king, because they had been the cause of his gaining the
kingdom. Now Hyrcanus and the elders of the Jews
went in to the queen, and desired that she would give

them her views on the j:>resent state of affairs, for Aristo-

bulus was already lord of almost all the kingdom, by
possessing so many strongholds, and it was absurd for

them to take any counsel by themselves, however ill she

were, whilst she was alive, and the danger would be upon
them in no long time. And she bade them do what they
thought best to be done : for they had many circumstances

in their favour still remaining, a nation in good heart, an
army, and money in their several treasuries

; but she had
small concern for public affairs now, as the strength of her
body already failed her.

§ 6. Now a little while after she had said this to them,
she died, when she had reigned nine years, and had lived

in all seventy-three. She was a woman who showed no
signs of the weakness of her sex ; for she was sagacious to

the highest degree in her love of rule, and demonstrated
at once by her doings her practical genius, and the little

understanding that men show who make frequent mis-

takes in ruling. For she always preferred the present to

the future, and ranked power above all things, and where
that was at stake had no regard to what was good or right.

However, she brought the affairs of her house to such an
unfortunate condition, that she was the cause of its losing,

and that at no distant date, that authority which she had
obtained by much toil and danger, from a desire of inter-

fering in what did not belong to a woman, and by siding in

her opinions with those that bore ill-will to her family, and
by leaving the administration destitute of proper support

;

and indeed her management during her administration,



436 THE WORKS OP FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK XIII.

while she was alive, was such as filled the palace after her
death with calamities and confusion. However, although
this had been her fashion of governing, she preserved the
nation in peace. Such was the conclusion of the reign of

Alexandra.
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Schumann's Early Letters. [Ready. Seep. 8.

Bond's Handy Book of Rules and Tables for Verifying Dates
with the Christian Era, &c. [Ready. Seep. 19.

Chess Congress, 1862. Second and Cheaper Edition.
[Ready. Seep. 18.

Arthur Young's Travels in France. Edited by Miss Betham
Edwards. With a Portrait. [Ready. Seep. 8.

Johnson's Lives of th3 Poets. Edited by Robina Napier.
\_In the press.

The Works of Flavius Josephus. Whiston's Translation. Revised
by Rev. A. R. Shilleto, M.A. With Topographical and Geographical Notes
by Sir C. W. Wilson, K.C.M.G.

.
[In the press.

Hoffmann's Works. Translated by Lieut. -Colonel Ewing. Vol. II.

[In the press.

North's Lives of the Norths.

Pascal's Thoughts. Translated by C. Kegan Paul. * Uu the press.

Bjurnsen's Arne and the Fisher Lassie. Translated by W. H.
Low. [In the press.

Apollonius Rhodius. The Argonautica. Trans, by E. P. Coleridge.

Racine's Plays. Translated by R. B. Boswell.

Forforthcoming Volumes in the SELECT LIBRARY, seep. 24.
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322 Vols, at 3s. 6d. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (57/. is. 6d.)

ADDISON'S Works. Notes of Bishop
Hurd. Short Memoir, Portrait, and 8

Plates of Medals. 6 vols. N. S.
This is the most complete edition of

Addison's Works issued.

ALFIERI'S Tragedies. In English
Verse. With Notes, Arguments, and In-

troduction, by E. A. Bowring, C.B. 2 vols.

N.S.

AMERICAN POETRY. — See Poetry
ofAmerica.

BACON'S Moral and Historical
Works, including Essays, Apophthegms,
Wisdom of the Ancients, New Atlantis,

Henry VII., Henry VIII., Elizabeth,

Henry Prince of Wales, History of Great
Britain, Julius Caesar, and Augustus Caesar.

With Critical and Biographical Introduc-

tion and Notes by J. Devey, M.A. Por-
trait. N. S.— See also Philosophical Library.

BALLADS AND SONGS of the Pea-
santry of England, from Oral Recitation,

private MSS., Broadsides, &c. Edit, by
R. Bell. N. S.

BEAUMONT AND FLETCHER.
Selections. With Notes and Introduction

by Leigh Hunt.

BECKMANN (J.) History of Inven-
tions, Discoveries, and Origins. With
Portraits of Beckmann and James Watt.
2 vols. N. S.

BELL (Robert).—6V« Ballads, Cliaucer,

Green.

BOSWELL'S Life of Johnson, with
the TOUR in the HEBRIDES and
JOHNSONIANA. New Edition, with
Notes and Appendices, by the Rev. A.
Napier, M.A., Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, Vicar of Holkham, Editor of the
Cambridge Edition of the ' Theological
Worksjof Barrow.' With Frontispiece to

each vol. 6 vols. N.S.

BREMER'S (Frederika) Works.
Trans, by M.Howitt. Portrait. 4 vols. N.S.

BRINK (B. T.) Early English Litera-
ture (to Wiclif). By Bernhard Ten Brink.
Trans, by Prof. H. M. Kennedy. N. S.

BRITISH POETS, from Milton to Kirke
White. Cabinet Edition. With Frontis-
piece. 4 vols. N. S.

BROWNE'S (Sir Thomas) Works.
Edit, by S. Wilkin, with Dr. Johnson's
Life of Browne. Portrait. 3 vols.

BURKE'S Works. 6 vols. N. S.

Speeches on the Impeachment
of Warren Hastings ; and Letters. 2 vols.
N.S.

Life. By J. Prior. Portrait. N. S.

BURNS (Robert). Life of. By J. G.
Lockhart, D.C.L. A new and enlarged
edition. With Notes and Appendices by
W. S. Douglas. Portrait. N. S.

BUTLER'S (Bp.) Analogy of Reli-
gion; Natural and Revealed, to the Con-
stitution and Course of Nature ; with Two
Dissertations on Identity and Virtue, and
Fifteen Sermons. With Introductions,
Notes, and Memoir. Portrait. N. S.

CAMOEN'S Lusiad, or the Discovery
of India. An Epic Poem. Trans, from
the Portuguese, with Dissertation, His-
torical Sketch, and Life, by W. J. Mickle.
5th edition. N. S.

CARAFAS (The) of Maddaloni.
Naples under Spanish Dominion. Trans.
by Alfred de Reumont. Portrait of Mas-
saniello.

CARREL. The Counter-Revolntion
in England for the Re-establishment or

Popery under Charles II. and James II.,

by Armand Carrel ; with Fox's History of
James II. and Lord Lonsdale's Memoir of
James II. Portrait of Carrel.

CARRUTHERS. — See Pope, in Illus-
trated Library.
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CART'S Dante. The Vision of Hell,

Purgatory, and Paiadise. Trans, by Rev.
H. F. Gary, M.A. With Life, Chronolo-
gical View of his Age, Notes, and Index
of Proper Names. Portrait. N. S.

This is the authentic edition, containing

Mr. Cary's last corrections, with additional

notes.

CELLINI (Benvenuto). Memoirs of,

by himself. With Notes of G. P. Carpani.

Trans, by T. Roscoe. Portrait. N. S.

CERVANTES' Galatea. A Pastoral

Romance. Trans, by G. W. J. Gyll. N.S.

Exemplary Novels. Trans, by
W. K. Kelly. N. S.

Don Quixote de la Maneha.
Motteux's Translation revised. With Lock-
hart's Life and Notes. 2 vols. N. S.

CHAUCER'S Poetical Works. With
Poems formerly attributed to him. With a
Memoir, Introduction, Notes, and a Glos-

sary, by R. Bell. Improved edition, with
Preliminary Essay by Rev. W. W. Skeat,

M.A. Portrait. 4 vols. N. S.

CLASSIC TALES, containing Rasselas,
Vicar of Wakefield, Gulliver's Travels, and
The Sentimental Journey. N. S.

COLERIDGE'S (S. T.) Friend. A Series

of Essays on Morals, Politics, and Reli-

gion Portrait. N. S.

Aids to Reflection. Confessions
of an Inquiring Spirit ; and Essays on
Faith and the Common Prayer-book. New
Edition, revised. N. S.

Table-Talk and Omniana. By
T. Ashe, B.A. N.S.

Lectures on Shakspere and
other Poets. Edit, by T. Ashe, B.A. N.S.

Containing the lectures taken down in

1811-12 by J. P. Collier, and those de-
livered at Bristol in 1813.

Biographia Literaria; or, Bio-
graphical Sketches of my Literary Life
and Opinions ; with Two Lay Sermons.
N.S.

Miscellanies, JEsthetlc and
Literary ; to which is added, The Theory
of Life. Collected and arranged by
T.Ashe, B.A. N.S.

COMMENES.—See Philip.

CONDE'S History of the Dominion
of the Arabs in Spain. Trans, by Mrs.
Foster. Portrait of Abderahmen ben
Moavia. 3 vols.

COWPER'S CompleteWorks, Poems,
Correspondence, and Translations. Edit,
with Memoir by R. Southey. 45 En-
gravings. 8 vols.

COXE'S Memoirs of the Duke ot
Marlborough. With his original Corre-
spondence, from family records at Blen-
heim. Revised edition. Portraits. 3 vols.

*** An Atlas of the plans of Marl-
borough's campaigns, 4to. \os. 6d.

History of the House of Austria.
From the Foundation of the Monarchy by
Rhodolph of Hapsburgh to the Death of
Leopold II., 1218-1792. By Archdn. Coxe.
With Continuation from the Accession of

Francis I. to the Revolution of 1848.

4 Portraits. 4 vols.

CUNNINGHAM'S Lives of the most
Eminent British Painters. With Notes
and 16 fresh Lives by Mrs. Heaton. 3 vols.

N.S.

DEFOE'S Novels and Miscellaneous
Works. With Prefaces and Notes, in-

cluding those attributed to Sir W. Scott.
Portrait. 7 vols. N. S.

DE LOLME'6 Constitution of Eng-
land, in which it is compared both with the
Republican form of Government and the
other Monarchies of Europe. Edit., with
Life and Notes, by J. Macgregor, M.P.

DUNLOP'S History of Fiction. With
Introduction and Supplement adapting the
work to present requirements. By Henry
Wilson. 2 vols.

,
55. each.

EMERSON'S Works. 3 vols. Most
complete edition published. N. S.

Vol. I.—Essays, Lectures, and Poems.
Vol. II.—English Traits, Nature, and

Conduct of Life.

Vol. III.—Society and Solitude—Letters
and Social Aims—Miscellaneous Papers
(hitherto uncollected)—May-Day, &c.

FOSTER'S (John) Life and Corre-
spondence. Edit, by J. E. Ryland. Por-
trait. 2 vols. N. S.

Lectures at Broadmead Chapel.
Edit, by J. E. Ryland. 2 vols. N. S.

Critical Essays contributed to
the ' Eclectic Review.' Edit, by J. E.
Ryland. 2 vols. N, S.

Essays : On Decision of Charac-
ter ; on a Man's writing Memoirs of Him-
self; on the epithet Romantic; on the
aversion of Men of Taste to Evangelical
Religion. N. S.

Essays on the Evils of Popular
Ignorance, and a Discourse on the Propa-
gation of Christianity in India. N. S.

Essay on the Improvement of
Time, with Notes of Sermons and other
Pieces. N.S.

Fosteriana : selected from periodical

papers, edit, by H. G. Bohn. N. S.
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FOX (Rt. Hon. C. J.)—See Carrel.

GIBBON'S Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire. Complete and unabridged,
with variorum Notes ; including those of
Guizot, Wenck, Niebuhr, Hugo, Neander,
and others. 7 vols. 2 Maps and Portrait.

N. S.

GOETHE'S Works. Trans, into English
by E. A. Bowring, C.B., Anna Swanwick,
Sir Walter Scott, &c. &c. 13 vols N. S.

Vols. I. and II.—Autobiography and An-
nals. Portrait.

Vol. III.— Faust, Complete.
Vol. IV.—Novels and Tales : containing

Elective Affinities, Sorrows of Werther,
The German Emigrants, The Good Wo-
men, and a Nouvelette.

Vol. V.—Wilhelm Meister's Apprentice-
ship.

Vol. VI.—Conversations with Eckerman
and Soret.

Vol. VII.—Poems and Ballads in the ori-

ginal Metres, including Hermann and
Dorothea.

Vol. VIII.— Gotz von Berlichingen, Tor-
quato Tasso, Egmont, Iphigenia, Clavigo,

Wayward Lover, and Fellow Culprits.

Vol. IX. — Wilhelm Meister's Travels.

Complete Edition.

Vol. X. — Tour in Italy. Two Parts.

And Second Residence in Rome.
Vol. XI.—Miscellaneous Travels, Letters

from Switzerland, Campaign in France,

Siege of Mainz, and Rhine Tour.
Vol. XII.—Early and Miscellaneous

Letters, including Letters to his Mother,
with Biography and Notes.

Vol. XIII .—Correspondence with Zelter.

Correspondence with Schiller.

2 vols.

—

See Schiller.

GOLDSMITH'S Works. 5 vols. N.S.
Vol. I.—Life,Vicar of Wakefield, Essays,

and Letters.

Vol. II.—Poems, Plays, Bee, Cock Lane
Ghost.

Vol. III.—The Citizen of the World,
Polite Learning in Europe.

Vol. IV.—Biographies, Criticisms, Later

Essays.
Vol. V.— Prefaces, Natural History,

Letters, Goody Two-Shoes, Index.

GREENE, MARLOW, and BEN
JONSON (Poems of). With Notes and
Memoirs by R. Bell. N. S.

GREGORY'S (Dr.) The Evidences,
Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian Re-
ligion.

GRIMM'S Household Tales. With the

Original Notes. Trans, by Mrs. A. Hunt.
Introduction by Andrew Lang, M.A. 2

vols. N.S.

GUIZOT'S History ofRepresentative
Government in Europe. Trans, by A. R.
Scoble.

English Revolntion of 1640. From
the Accession of Charles I. to his Death.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portrait.

History of Civilisation. From the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portraits. 3 vols

HALL'S (Rev. Robert) Works and
Remains. Memoir by Dr. Gregory and
Essay bv J. Foster. Portrait.

HAUFF'S Tales. The Caravan— The
Sheikh of Alexandria— The Inn in the
Spessart. Translated by Prof. S. Mendel.
N. S.

HAWTHORNE'S Tales. 3 vols. N. S.

Vol. I.—Twice-told Tales, and the Snow
Image.

Vol. II.—Scarlet Letter, and the House
with Seven Gables.

Vol. III. — Transformation, and Blithe-

dale Romance.

HAZLITTS (W.) Works. 7 vols. N.S.

Table-Talk.

The Literature of the Age of
Elizabeth and Characters of Shakespeare's
Plays. N. S.

English Poets and EnglishComic
Writers. N. S.

The Plain Speaker. Opinions on
Books, Men, and Things. N. S.

Round Table. Conversations of

James Northcote, R.A. ; Characteristics.

N.S.

Sketches and Essays, and Winter-

slow. N. S.

Spirit Of the Age; or, Contem-
porary Portraits. To which are added

Free Thoughts on Public Aftairs, and a

Letter to William Gifford. New Edition

by W. Carew Hazlitt. N. S.

HEINE'S Poems. Translated in the

original Metres, with Life by E. A. Bow-
ring, C.B. N. S.

Travel-Pictures. The Tour in the

Harz, Norderney, and Book of Ideas, to-

gether with the Romantic School. Trans.

F. Storr. With Maps and Appendices.

,S.

HOFFMANN'S Works. The Serapion

Brethren. Vol. I. Trans, by Lt.-Col.

Ewing. N. S. {Vol. II. in the press.

SE
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HUGO'S (Victor) Dramatic Works.
Hernani—RuyBlas—TheKing's Diversion.

Translated by Mrs. Newton Crosland and
F. L. Slous. N. S.

Poems, chiefly Lyrical. Collected by
H. L. Williams. N. S.
This volume contains contributions from •

F. S. Mahoney, G. W. M. Reynolds,

Andrew Lang, Edwin Arnold, Mrs. Newton
Crosland, Miss Fanny Kemble, Bishop
Alexander, Prof. Dowden, &c.

HUNGARY : its History and Revo-
lution, with Memoir of Kossuth. Portrait.

HUTCHINSON (Colonel). Memoirs
of. By his Widow, with her Autobio-

graphy, and the Siege of Lathom House.
Portrait. N. S.

IRVENG'S (Washington) Complete
Works. 15 vols. N. S.

Life and Letters. By his Nephew,
Pierre E. Irving. With Index and a

Portrait. 2 vols. N. S.

JAMES'S (G. P. R.) Life of Richard
Cceur de Lion. Portraits of Richard and
Philip Augustus. 2 vols.

Louis XIV. Portraits. 2 vols.

JAMESON (Mrs.) Shakespeare's
Heroines. Characteristics of Women. By
Mrs. Jameson. N. S.

JEAN PAUL.—See Richter.

JONSON (Ben). Poems of.—See Greene.

JUNIUS' S Letters. With Woodfall's
Notes. An Essay on the Authorship. Fac-
similes of Handwriting. 2 vols. N. S.

LA FONTAINE'S Fables. In English
Verse, with Essay on the Fabulists. By
Elizur Wright. N.S.

LAMARTINE'S The Girondists, or
Personal Memoirs of the Patriots of the

French Revolution. Trans, by H. T.
Ryde. Portraits of Robespierre, Madame
Roland, and Charlotte Corday. 3 vols.

The Restoration of Monarchy
in France (a Sequel to The Girondists).

5 Portraits. 4 vols.

The French Revolution of 1848.
6 Portraits.

LAMB'S (Charles) Elia and Eliana.
Complete Edition. Portrait. N. S.

Specimens of English Dramatic
Poets of the time of Elizabe*h. Notes,

with the Extracts from the Garrick Plays.

N.S.
Talfourd's Letters of Charles

Lamb. New Edition, by W. Carew
Hazlitt. 2 vols. N. S.

LANZI'S History of Painting in
Italy, from the Period of the Revival of

the Fine Arts to the End of the 18th

Century. With Memoir of the Author.
Portraits of Raffaelle, Titian, and Cor-
reggio, after the Artists themselves. Trans,
by T. Roscoe. 3 vols.

LAPPENBERG'S England under the
Anglo-Saxon Kings. Trans, by B. Thorpe,
F.S.A. 2 vols. N. S.

LESSING'S Dramatic Works. Com-
plete. By E. Bell, M.A. With Memoir
by H. Zimmern. Portrait. 2 vols. N. S.

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, and
Representation of Death by the Ancients.

Frontispiece. N. S.

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works, con-

taining Human Understanding, with Bishop
of Worcester, Malebranche's Opinions, Na-
tural Philosophy, Reading and Study.
With Preliminary Discourse, Analysis, and
Notes, by J. A. St. John. Portrait. 2 vols.

N.S.
Life and Letters, with Extracts from

his Common-place Books. By Lord King.

LOCKHART (J. G.)—See Bums,

LONSDALE (Lord).—See Carrel.

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans, by W.
Hazlitt. With Life by A. Chalmers, and
Luther's Catechism. Portrait after

Cranach. N, S.

Autobiography.—See Michelet.

MACHIAVELLI'S History of Flo-
rence, The Prince, Savonarola, Historical

Tracts, and Memoir. Portrait. N. S.

MARLOWE. Poems of.—See Greene.

MARTINEAU'S (Harriet) History
ofEngland (including History ofthe Peace)
from 1800-1846. 5 vols. N.S.

MENZ EL'S History of Germany,
from he Earliest Period to the Crimean
War. Portraits. 3 vols.

MICHELET'S Autobiography of
Luther. Trans, by W. Hazlitt. With
Notes. N.S.

The French Revolution to the

Flight of the King in 1791. N.S.

MIGNET'S The French Revolution,
from 1789 to 1814. Portrait of Napoleon.
N.S.

MILTON'S Prose Works. With Pre-

face, Preliminary Remarks by J. A. St.

John, and Index. 5 vols.

MITFORD'S (Miss) Our Village.
Sketches of Rural Character and Scenery.

2 Engravings. 2 vols. N. S.
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MOLIERE'S Dramatic Works. Ij
English Prose, by C. H. Wall. With a
Life and a Portrait. 3 vols. N. S.

' It is not too much to say that we have
here probably as good a translation of
Moliere as can be given.'

—

Academy.

MONTAGU. Letters and Works of
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lord
Wharncliffe's Third Edition. Edited by
W. Moy Thomas. With steel plates. 2

vols. $s. each. N. S.

MONTESQUIEU'S Spirit of Laws.
Revised Edition, with D'Alembert's Analy-
sis, Notes, and Memoir. 2 vols. N. S.

NEANDER (Dr. A.) History of the
Christian Religion and Church. Trans, by
J. Torrey. With Short Memoir. 10 vols.

Life of Jesus Christ, in its His-
torical Connexion and Development. N. S.

The Planting and Training of
the Christian Church by the Apostles.
With the Antignosticus, or Spirit of Ter-
tullian. Trans, by J. E. Ryland. 2 vols.

Lectures on the History of
Christian Dogmas. Trans, by J. E. Ry-
land. 2 vols.

Memorials of Christian Life in
the Early and Middle Ages ; including
Light in Dark Places. Trans, by J. E.
Ryland.

OCKLEY (S.) History of the Sara-
cens and their Conquests in Syria, Persia,

and Egypt. Comprising the Lives of
Mohammed and his Successors to the

Death of Abdalmelik, the Eleventh Caliph.

By Simon Ockley, B.D., Prof, of Arabic
in Univ. of Cambridge. Portrait of Mo-
hammed.

PERCY'S Reliques of Ancient Eng-
lish Poetry, consisting of Ballads, Songs,
and other Pieces of our earlier Poets, with
some few of later date. With Essay on
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary. 2 vols.

N.S.
PHILIP DE COMMINES. Memoirs

of. Containing the Histories of Louis XI.
and Charles VIII., and Charles the Bold,
Duke of Burgundy. With the History of
Louis XL, by J. de Troyes. With a Life
and Notes by A. R. Scoble. Portraits.

2 vols.

PLUTARCH'S LIVES. Newly Trans-
lated, with Notes and Life, by A
Stewart, M.A., late Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge, and G. Long, M.A.
4 vols. N. S.

POETRY OF AMERICA. Selections
from One Hundred Poets, from 1776 to

1876. With Introductory Review, and
Specimens of Negro Melody, by W. J.
Linton. Portrait of W. Whitman. N. S.

RANKE (L.) History of the Popes,
their Church and Slate, and their Conflicts

with Protestantism in the 16th and 17th
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portraits

of Julius II. (after Raphael), Innocent X.
(after Velasquez), and Clement VII. (after

Titian). 3 vols. N. S.

History of Servia. Trans, by Mrs.
Kerr. To which is added, The Slave Pro-
vinces of Turkey, by Cyprien Robert. N. S.

History of the Latin and Ten-
tonic Nations. 1494-1514. Trans, by
P. A. Ashworth, translator of Dr. Gneist's
* History ofthe English Constitution.' N.S.

REUMONT (Alfred de).—Sea Larafas.

REYNOLDS' (Sir J.) Literary Works.
With Memoir and Remarks by H. W.
Beechv. 2 vols. N. S.

RICHTER (Jean Paul). Leyana,
a Treatise on Education ; together with the

Autobiography, and a short Memoir. N.S.

Flower, Fruit, andThorn Pieces,
or the Wedded Life, Death, and Marriage
of Siebenkaes. Translated by Alex. Ewing.
N.S.
The only complete English translation.

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life of Leo X., with
Notes, Historical Documents, and Disser-

tation on Lucretia Borgia. 3 Portraits.

2 vols.

Lorenzo de' Medici, called 'The
Magnificent,' with Copyright Notes,
Poems, Letters, &c. With Memoir of

Roscoe and Portrait of Lorenzo.

RUSSIA, History of, from the
earliest Period to the Crimean War. By
W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits. 2 vols.

SCHILLER'S Works. 7 vols. N. S.

Vol. I.—History of the Thirty Years' War.
Rev. A. J. W. Morrison, M.A. Portrait.

Vol. II.—History of the Revolt in the

Netherlands, the Trials of Counts Egmont
and Horn, the Siege of Antwerp, and the

Disturbance of France preceding the Reign
of Henry IV. Translated by Rev. A. J. W.
Morrison and L. Dora Schmitz.

Vol. III.—Don Carlos. R. D. Boylan
—Mary Stuart. Mellish— Maid of Or-
leans. Anna Swanwick—Bride of Mes-
sina. A. Lodge, M.A. Together with the

Use of the Chorus in Tragedy (a short

Essay). Engravings.
These Dramas are all translated in metre.

Vol. IV.—Robbers—Fiesco—Love and
Intrigue—Demetrius—Ghost Seer—Sport

of Divinity.

The Dramas in this volume are in prose.

Vol. V.—Poems. E. A. Bowring, C.B.
Vol. VI.—Essays, ^Esthetical and Philo-

sophical, including the Dissertation on the

Connexion between the Animal and Spiri-

tual in Man.
Vol. VII. — Wallenstein's Camp. J.

Churchill. — Piccolomini and Death of
Wallenstein. S. T. Coleridge.—William
Tell. Sir Theodore Martin, K.C.B., LL.D.
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SCHILLER and GOETHE. Corre-
spondence between, from a.d. 1794-1805.

With Short Notes by L. Dora Schmitz.
2 vols. N. S.

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on the
Philosophy of Life and the Philosophy of

Language. By A. J. W. Morrison.

The History ofLiterature, Ancient
and Modern.

. The Philosophy of History. With
Memoir and Portrait.

Modern History, with the Lectures
entitled Caesar and

_
Alexander, and The

Beginning of our History. By L. Purcel

and R. H. Whitelock.

JEsthetic and Miscellaneous
Works, containing Letters on Christian

Art, Essay on Gothic Architecture, Re-
marks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid-
dle Ages, on Shakspeare, the Limits of the

Beautiful, and on the Language and Wis-
dom of the Indians. By E. J. Millington.

SCHLEGEL (A. W.) Dramatic Art
and Literature. By J. Black. With Me-
moir by A. J. W. Morrison. Portrait.

SCHUMANN (Robert), His Life and
Works. By A. Reissmann. Trans, by
A. L. Alger. N. S.

Early Letters. Translated by May
Herbert. N.S.

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic Art.
The History and Character of Shakspeare's
Plays. By Dr. H. Ulrici. Trans, by L.
Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. N. S.

SHERIDAN'S Dramatic Works. With
"Memoir Portrait (after Reynolds). N. S.

SKEAT (Rev. W. W.)—See Chaucer.

SISMONDI'S History of the Litera-
ture of the South of Europe. With Notes
and Memoir by T. Roscoe. Portraits of
Sismondi and Dante. 2 vols.

The specimens of early French, Italian,

Spanish, and Portugese Poetry, in English
Verse, by Cary and others.

SMITH'S (Adam) The Wealth of
Nations. An Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of. Reprinted from the Sixth
Edition. With an Introduction by Ernest
Belfort Bax. 2 vols. N. S.

SMITH'S (Adam) Theory of Moral
Sentiments ; with Essay on the First For-
mation of Languages, and Critical Memoir
byDugald Stewart.

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures on
Modern History ; from the Irruption ofthe
Northern Nations to the close of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 2 vols.—- Lectures on the French Revolu-
tion. With Index. 2 vols.

SOUTHEY.—See Cowper, Wesley, and
{Illustrated Library) Nelson.

STURM'S Morning Communings
with God, or Devotional Meditations for

Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A.
SULLY. Memoirs of the Duke of,
Prime Minister to Henry the Great. With
Notes and Historical Introduction. 4 Por-
traits. 4 vols.

TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy
Living and Dying, with Prayers, contain-
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and the
parts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions.
Portrait. N. S.

THIERRY'S Conquest of England by
the Normans ; its Causes, and its Conse-
quences in England- and the Continent.
By W. Hazlitt. With short Memoir. 2 Por-
traits. 2 vols. N. S.

TROYE'S (Jean de). — See Philip de
Contmines.

ULRICI (Dr.)—See Shakespeare.

VASARI. Lives of the most Eminent
Painters, Sculptors, and Architects. By
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por-
trait. 6 vols., Vol. VI. being an additional
Volume of Notes by J. P. Richter. N. S.

WERNER'S Templars in Cyprus.
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis. N. S.

WESLEY, the Life of, and the Rise
and Progress of Methodism. By Robert
Southey. Portrait. 5s. N. S.

WHEATLEY. A Rational Illustra-
tion of the Book of Common Prayer, being
the Substance of everything Liturgical in

all former Ritualist Commentators upon the
subject. Frontispiece. N. S.

YOUNG (Arthur) Travels in France.
Edited by Miss Betham Edwards. With
a Portrait. N. S.



HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES.

HISTORICAL LIBRARY.
22 Volumes at $s. each. (5?. 10s. per set.)

EVELYN'S Diary and Correspond-
dence, with the Private Correspondence of
Charles I. and Sir Edward Nicholas, and
between Sir Edward Hyde (Earl of Claren-
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from
the Original MSS. by W. Bray, F.A.S.
4 vols. N. S. 45 Engravings (after Van-
dyke, Lely, Kneller, and Jamieson, &c).

N.B.—This edition contains 130 letters

from Evelyn and his wife, contained in no
other edition.

PEPYS' Diary and Correspondence.
With Life and Notes, by Lord Braybrooke.
4 vols. N. S. With Appendix containing
additional Letters, an Index, and 31 En-
gravings (after Vandyke, Sir P. Lely,
Holbein Kneller, &c).

JESSE'S Memoirs of the Court of
England under the Stuarts, including the

Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 42
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c).

Memoirs of the Pretenders and
their Adherents. 7 Portraits.

NU GENT'S (Lord) Memorials of
Hampden, his Party and Times. With
Memoir. 12 Portraits (after Vandyke
and others). N. S.

STRICKLAND'S (Agnes) Lives of the
Queens of England from the Norman
Conquest. From authentic Documents,
public and private. 6 Portraits. 6 vols.

N.S.
Life of Mary Queen of Scots.

2 Portraits. 2 vols. N. 6".

Lives of the Tudor and Stuart
Princesses. With 2 Portraits. N. S.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY.
7 Vols, at 5s. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (3/. 19s. per set.)

BACON'S Novum Organum and Ad-
vancement of Learning. With Notes by

J. Devey, M.A.

BAX. A Handbook of the History
of Philosophy, for the use of Students.
By E. Belfort Bax, Editor of Kant's
' Prolegomena.' 5s. N. S.

COMTE'S Philosophy of the Sciences.
An Exposition of the Principles of the
Cours de Philosophie Positive. By G. H.
Lewes, Author of ' The Life of Goethe.'

DRAPER (Dr. J. W.) A History of
the Intellectual Development of Europe.
2 vols. N. S.

HEGEL'S Philosophy of History. By
J. Sibree, M.A.

KANT'S Critique of Pure Reason.
By J. M. D. Meiklejohn. N. S.

Prolegomena and Metaphysical
Foundations of Natural Science, with Bio-

fraphy and Memoir by E. Belfort Bax.
brtrait. N. S.

LOGIC, or the Science of Inference.
A Popular Manual. By J. Devey.

MILLER (Professor). History Philo-
sophically Illustrated, from the Fall of the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
With Memoir. 4 vols. 35. 6d. each.

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold
Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason,
and on the Will in Nature. Trans, from
the German.

SPINOZA'S Chief Works. Trans, with
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols.

N.S.

Vol. I.—Tractatus Theologico-Politicus
—Political Treatise.

Vol. II.— Improvement of the Under-
standing—Ethics—Letters

.

TENNEMANN'S Manual of the His-
tory of Philosophy. Trans, by Rev. A.
Johnson, M.A.
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THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.
IS Vols, at 5-r. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (3/. 13J. dd. per set.)

BLEEK. Introduction to the Old
Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans,
under the supervision of Rev. E. Venables,

Residentiary Canon of Lincoln. 2 vols.

N.S.

CHILLINGWORTH'S Religion of
Protestants. 3s. 6d.

EUSEBIUS. Ecclesiastical History
of Eusebius Pamphilius, Bishop of Caesarea.

Trans, by Rev. C. F. Cruse, M.A. With
Notes, Life, and Chronological Tables.

EVAGRIUS. History of the Church.—See Theodoret.

HARDWICK. History ofthe Articles
of Religion ; to which is added a Series of
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 1615.

Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor. N. S.

HENRY'S (Matthew) Exposition of
the Book of Psalms. Numerous Woodcuts.

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition
of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes. N. S.

PHILO-JDTXEUS, Works of. The
Contemporary of Josephus. Trans, by
C. D. Yonge. 4 vols.

PHILOSTORGIUS. Ecclesiastical
History of.

—

See Sozomen.

SOCRATES' Ecclesiastical History.
Comprising a History of the Church from
Constantine, a.d. 305) to the 38th year of
Theodosius II. With Short Account of
the Author, and selected Notes.

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical History.
a.d. 324-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re-
marks by Valesius, and Short Memoir.
Together with the Ecclesiastical His
tory of Philostorgius, as epitomised by
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes and brief Life.

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. His-
tories of the Church from a.d. 332 to the
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d.

427 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With
Memoirs.

WIESELER'S (Karl) Chronological
Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans, by
Rev. Canon Venables. N. S.

ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.
35 Vols, at 55. each. (81. 15s. per set.)

ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. — See
Bede.

ASSER'S Life of Alfred.—See Six O. E.
Chronicles.

BEDE'S (Venerable) Ecclesiastical
History of England. Together with the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. With Notes,
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by
J. A. Giles, D.C.L.

BOETHIUS'S Consolation of Philo-
sophy. King Alfred's Anglo-Saxon Ver-
sion of. With an English Translation on
opposite pages, Notes, Introduction, and
Glossary, by Rev. S. Fox, M.A. To
which is added the Anglo-Saxon Version of

the Metres of Boethius, with a free

Translation by Martin F. Tupper, D.C.L.

BRAND'S Popular Antiquities of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus-

trating the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro-
vincial Customs, Ceremonies, and Super-
stitions. By Sir Henry Ellis, K.H.,F.R.S.
Frontispiece. 3 vols.

CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES.
Contemporary Narratives of Richard Cceur
de Lion, by Richard of Devizes and Geof-
frey de Vinsauf; and of the Crusade at

Saint Louis, by Lord John de Joinville.

With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

DYER'S (T. F. T.) British Popular
Customs, Present and Past. An Account
of the various Games and Customs asso-

ciated with different Days of the Year in

the British Isles, arranged according to the
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. Thiselton
Dyer, M.A.

EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTINE.
Comprising the Narratives of Arculf,

Willibald, Bernard, Saewulf, Sigurd, Ben-
jamin of Tudela, Sir John Maundeville,
De la Brocquiere, and Maundrell ; all un-
abridged. With Introduction and Notes
by Thomas Wright. Map of Jerusalem.



ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY. ii

ELLIS (G.) Specimens of Early En-
glish Metrical Romances, relating; to
Arthur, Merlin, Guy of Warwick, Richard
Cceur de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c.
&c. With Historical Introduction by J. O.
Halliwell, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

ETHELWERD, Chronicle of.— See
Six O. E. Chronicles.

FLORENCE OF WORCESTER'S
Chronicle, with the Two Continuations :

comprising Annals of English History
from the Departure of the Romans to the
Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes,
by Thomas Forester, M.A.

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

GESTA ROMANORUM, or Enter-
taining Moral Stories invented by the
Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev.
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A.

GILDAS. Chronicle of.—See Six 0. E.
Chronicles.

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Histori-
cal Works. Containing Topography of
Ireland, and History of the Conquest of

Ireland, by Th. Forester, M.A. Itinerary
through Wales, and Description of Wales,
by Sir R. Colt Hoare.

HENRY OF HUNTINGDON'S His-
tory of the English, from the Roman In-

vasion to the Accession of Henry II. ;

with the Acts of King Stephen, and the
Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A.
Frontispiece from au old MS.

INGULPH'S Chronicles of the Abbey
of Croyland, with the Continuation by
Peter of Blois and others. Trans, with
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Fairy My-
thology, illustrative of the Romance and
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis-

piece by Cruikshank. N. S.

LEPSIUS'S Letters from Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to

which are added, Extracts from his

Chronology of the Egyptians, with refer-

ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By
L. and J. B. Horner. Maps and Coloured
View of Mount Barkal.

MALLET'S Northern Antiquities, or
an Historical Account of the Manners,
Customs, Religions, and Literature of the
Ancient Scandinavians. Trans, by Bishop
Percy. With Translation of the Prose
Edda, and Notes by J. A. Blackwell.
Also an Abstract of the ' Eyrbyggia Saga '

by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary
and Coloured Frontispiece.

MARCO POLO'S Travels ; with Notes
and Introduction. Edit, by T. Wright.

MATTHEW PARIS'S English His-
tory, from 1235 to 1273. By Rev. J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vols.

—

See also Roger of Wendover.

MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTER'S
Flowers of History, especially such as re-
late to the affairs of Britain, from the be-
ginning of the World to a.d. 1307. By
C. D. Yonge. 2 vols.

NENNIUS. Chronicle of.— See Six
O. E. Chronicles.

ORDERICUS VITALIS' Ecclesiastical
History of England and Normandy. With
Notes, Introduction of Guizot, and the
Critical Notice of M. Delilie, by T.
Forester, M.A. To which is added the
Chronicle of SlEvroult. With Gene-
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols.

PAULI'S (Dr. R.) Life of Alfred the
Great. To which is appended Alfred's
Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius. With
literal Translation interpaged, Notes, and
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary,
by B. Thorpe, Esq. Frontispiece.

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

ROGER DE HOVEDEN'S Annals of
English History, comprising the History
of England and of other Countries of Eu-
rope from a.d. 732 to a.d. 1201. With
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. 2 vols.

ROGER OF WENDOVER'S Flowers
of History, comprising the History of
England from the Descent of the Saxons to
A.D. 1235, formerly ascribed to Matthew
Paris. With Notes and Index by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. 2 vols.

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHRONICLES :

viz., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Chroni
cles of Ethelwerd, Gildas, Nennius, Geof-
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren-
cester. Edit., with Notes, by J. A. Giles,
D.C.L. Portrait ot Alfred.

WILLIAM OF MALMESBURY'S
Chronicle of the Kings of England, from
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J. A.
Giles, D.C-L. Frontispiece.

YULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection
of Scandinavian and North-German Popu-
lar Tale^and Traditions, from the Swedish,
Danish, and German. Edit, by B. Thorpe.
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ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY.
87 Vols, at $s. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (23/. 35. 6d. per set.)

ALLEN'S (Joseph, R.N.) Battles of
the British Navy. Revised edition, with
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por-
traits and Plans. 2 vols.

ANDERSEN'S Danish Fairy Tales.
By Caroline Peachey. With Short Life

and 120 Wood Engravings.

ARIOSTO'S Orlando Furioso. In
English Verse by W. S. Rose. With Notes
and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian,

and 24 Steel Engravings. 2 vols.

BBCHSTEDN'S Cage and Chamber
Birds : their Natural History, Habits, &c.
Together with Sweet's British War-
blers. 43 Plates and Woodcuts. N. S.

or with the Plates Coloured, js. td.

BONOMI'S Nineveh and its Palaces.
The Discoveries of Botta and Layard
applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ.

7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts. N. S.

BUTLER'S Hndibras, with Variorum
Notes and Biography. Portrait and 28
IHustrations.

CATTERMOLE'S Evenings at Had-
don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden
Times. With 24 Steel Engravings after
Cattermole.

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, with seme account of Ava and
the Burmese, Siam, and Anam. Map, and
nearly 100 Illustrations.

CRAIK'S (G. L.) Pursuit of Know-
ledge under Difficulties. Illustrated by
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood-
cut Portraits. N. S.

CRUIKSHANK'S Three Courses and
a Dessert ; comprising three Sets of Tales,
West Country, Irish, and Legal ; and a
Melange. With 50 Illustrations by Cruik-
shank. N. S.

Punch and Judy. The Dialogue of
the Puppet Show ; an Account of its Origin,
&c. 24 Illustrations by Cruikshank. N. S.

With Coloured Plates. 7s. 6d.

DIDRON'S Christian Iconography;
a History of Christian Art in the Middle
Ages. By the late A. N. Didron. Trans,
by E. J. Millington, and completed, with
Additions and Appendices, by Margaret
Stokes. 2 vols. With numerous Illustrations.

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the
Aureole, and the Glory ; Representations
•f the Persons of the Trinity.

Vol. II. The Trinity; Angels; Devils;
The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen-
dices.

DANTE, in English Verse, by I. C. Wright,
M.A.

_
With Introduction and Memoir.

Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after

Flaxman. N. S.

DYER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii : its Build-
ings and Antiquities. An Account of the
City, with full Description of the Remains
and Recent Excavations, and an Itinerary
for Visitors. By T. H. Dyer, LL.D.
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, Map, and
Plan. 7s.6d. N.S.

Rome : History of the City, with
Introduction on recent Excavations. 8
Engravings, Frontispiece, and 2 Maps.

GIL BLAS. The Adventures of.
From the French of Lesage by Smollett.

24 Engravings after Smirke, and 10 Etch-
ings by Cruikshank. 612 pages. 6s.

GRIMM'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger-
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories,

containing 42 Fairy Tales. By Edgar
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cruik-
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 3J. 6d.

HOLBEIN'S Dance of Death and
Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en-
graved in facsimile, with Introduction and
Descriptions by the late Francis Douce
and Dr. Dibdin. 7s. 6d.

HOWITT'S (Mary) Pictorial Calen-
dar of the Seasons ; embodying Aikin's
Calendar of Nature. Upwards of 100
Woodcuts.

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, from the Earliest Times. 100
Engravings on Wood and Map.

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With
40 Woodcuts after Harvey, Bewick, and
others. N. S.

With 34 additional Steel Engravings
after Cooper, Landseer, &c. 7s. 6d. N. S.

KING'S (C. W.) Natural History of
Gems or Decorative Stones. Illustra-

tions. 6j.

Natural History of Precious
Stones and Metals. Illustrations. 6s.

KITTO'S Scripture Lands. Described
in a series of Historical, Geographical, and
Topographical Sketches. 42 Maps.

With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

KRUMMACHER'S Parables. 40 Ulus-
trations.

LDSDSAY'S (Lord) Letters on Egypt.
Edom, and the Holy Land. 36 Wood
Engravings and 2 Maps.



ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. '3

LODGE'S Portraits of Illustrious
Personages of Great Britain, with Bio-

graphical and Historical Memoirs. 240
Portraits engraved on Steel, with the

respective Biographies unabridged. Com-
plete in 8 vols.

LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works,
including his Translations and Notes. 24
full-page Woodcuts by Birket Foster and
others, and a Portrait. N. S.

Without the Illustrations, 3s. 6d. N. S.- Prose Works. With 16 full-page

Woodcuts by Birket Foster and others.

LOUDON'S (Mrs.) Entertaining Na-
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals.
Numerous Woodcuts. N. S.

MARRYAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master-
man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pacific.

(Written for Young People.) With 93
Woodcuts. 3s. 6d. N. S.

Mission; or, Scenes in Africa.
(Written for Young People.) Illustrated

by Gilbert and Dalziel. 3*- 6d. N. S.

Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ-

ten for Young People.) With a Memoir.
8 Steel Engravings after Clarkson Stan-

field, R.A. 35. 6d. N. S.

Privateersman. Adventures by Sea
and Land One Hundred Years Ago.
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En-
gravings. 3*. 6d. N. S.

Settlers in Canada. (Written for

Young People.) 10 Engravings by Gilbert

and Dalziel. 3s. 6d. N. S.

Poor Jack. (Written for Young
People.) With 16 Illustrations after Clark-

son Stanfield, R.A. 3*. 6d. N. S.

Midshipman Easy. With 8 full-

page Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 3^. 6d.

N.S.

Peter Simple. With 8 full-page Illus-

trations. Small post 8vo. 3s. 6-/. N.S.

MAXWELL'S Victories of Welling-
ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece
and 4 Portraits.

MICHAEL ANGELO and RAPHAEL,
Their Lives and Works. By Duppa and
Quatremere de Quincy. Portraits and
Engravings, including the Last Judgment,
and Cartoons. N. S.

MILLER'S History of the Anglo-
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the
Norman Conquest. Portrait of Alfred, Map
of Saxon Britain, and 12 Steel Engravings.

MELTON'S Poetical Works, with a
Memoir and Notes by J. Montgomery, an
Index to Paradise Lost, Todd's Verbal
Index to all the Poems, and Notes. 120
Wood Engravings. 2 vols. N. S.

MUDIE'S History of British Birds.
Revised by W. C. L. Martin. 52 Figures of

Birds and 7 Plates of Eggs. 2 vols. N.S.

With the Plates coloured, 7.?. 6d. per vol.

NAVAL and MILITARY HEROES
of Great Britain ; a Record of British

Valour on every Day in the year, from
William the Conqueror to the Battle of

Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and
Lieut. P. H. Nicolas, R.M. Indexes. 24
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. 6s.

NICOLINI'S History of the Jesuits :

their Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De-
signs. 8 Portraits.

PETRARCH'S Sonnets, Triumphs,
and other Poems, in English Verse. With
Life by Thomas Campbell. Portrait and
15 Steel Engravings.

PICKERING'S History of the Races
of Man, and their Geographical Distribu-

tion ; with An Analytical Synopsis of
the Natural History of Man. By Dr.
Hall. Map of the World and 12 Plates.

With the Plates coloured, 7s. 6d.

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF
Modern Geography on a Popular Plan.

Compiled from the best Authorities, English
and Foreign, by H. G. Bohn. 150 Wood-
cuts and 51 Maps. 6s.

With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

Without the Maps, 3s. 6d.

POPE'S Poetical Works, including
Translations. Edit., with Notes, by R.
Carruthers. 2 vols.

Homer's Iliad, with Introduction
and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
With Flaxman's Designs. N. .S".

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battle
of Frogs and Mice, Hymns, &c, by
other translators, including Chapman. In-

troduction and Notes by J. S. Watson,
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs. N. S.

Life, including many of his Letters.

By R. Carruthers. Numerous Illustrations.

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN, and
other objects of Vertu. Comprising an
Illustrated Catalogue of the Bernal Col-
lection, with the prices and names of the
Possessors. Also an Introductory Lecture
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved
List of all Marks and Monograms. By
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts.

With coloured Illustrations, ior. 6d.

PROUT'S (Father) Reliques. Edited
by Rev. F. Mahony. Copyright edition,

with the Author's last corrections and
additions. 21 Etchings by D. Maclise,
R.A. Nearly 600 pages. $s. N. S.
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RECREATIONS IN SHOOTING. With
some Account of the Game found in the
British Isles, and Directionsfor the Manage-
ment of Dog and Gun. By 'Craven.' 62
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after
A. Cooper, R.A.

RENNIE. Insect Architecture. Re-
vised by Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A. 186'

Woodcuts. N. S.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. With Memoir of
Defoe, 12 Steel Engravings and 74 Wood-
cuts after Stothard and Harvey.

Without the Engravings, ys. 6d.

ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN-
tury. An Account in 1817 of the Ruins of
the Ancient City, and Monuments ofModern
Times. By C. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En-
gravings. 2 vols.

SHARPE (S.) The History of Egypt,
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest
by the Arabs, a.d. 640. 2 Maps and up-
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 2 vols. N. S.

SOUTHEY'S Life of Nelson. With
Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's
Writing, Portraits, Plans, and 50 Engrav-
ings, after Birket Foster, &c. N. S.

STARLING'S (Miss) Noble Deeds of
Women ; or, Examples of Female Courage,
Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steel Por-
traits. N. S.

STUART and REVETT'S Antiquities
ofAthens, and other Monuments of Greece

;

with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian
Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous
Woodcuts.

SWEET'S British Warblers. 5s.—See
Bechstein.

TALES OF THE GENII; or, the
Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of
Asmar. Trans, by Sir C. Morrell. Numer-
ous Woodcuts.

TASSO'S Jerusalem Delivered. In
English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by
J. H. Wiffen. With 8 Engravings and 24
Woodcuts. N. S.

WALKER'S Manly Exercises; con-
taining Skating, Riding, Driving, Hunting,
Shooting, Sailing, Rowing, Swimming, &c.
44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts.

WALTON'S Complete Angler, or the
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by Izaak
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me-
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle, &c,
by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 203 Wood-
cuts. N. S.

With 26 additional Engravings on Steel,

7^. 6d.

Lives ofDonne,Wotton, Hooker,
&c, with Notes. A New Edition, re-

vised by A. H. Bullen, with a Memoir
of Izaak Walton by William Dowling. 6
Portraits, 6 Autograph Signatures, &c.
N.S.

WELLINGTON, Life of. From the
Materials of Maxwell. 18 Steel En-
gravings.

Victories of.—See Maxwell.
WESTROPP (H. M.) A Handbook of

Archaeology, Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan,
Roman. By H. M. Westropp. Numerous
Illustrations, js. 6d. N. S.

WHITE'S Natural History of Sel-
borne, with Observations on various Parts
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar.
Sir W. Jardine. Edit., with Notes and
Memoir, by E. Jesse. 40 Portraits. A7. S.

With the Plates coloured, 7s. 6d. N. S.

YOUNG LADY'S BOOK, The. A
Manual of Recreations, Arts, Sciences, and
Accomplishments. 1200 Woodcut Illustra-

tions. 7s. 6d.

cloth gilt, gilt edges, gs.

CLASSICAL LIBRARY.
Translations from the Greek and Latin.

102 Vols, at $s. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (25/. os. 6d. per set.)

iESCHYLUS, The Dramas of. In
English Verse by Anna Swanwick. 4th
edition. N. S.

-.— The Tragedies of. In Prose, with
Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley,
B.A. Portrait. 3$. 6d.

AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS. His-
tory of Rome during the Reigns of Con-
stantius, Julian, Jovianus,Valentinian, and
Valens, by C. D. Yonge, B.A. Double
volume. 75. 6d.

ANTONINUS (M. Aurelius), The
Thoughts of. Translated literally, with
Notes, Biographical Sketch, and Essay on
the Philosophy, by George Long, M.A.
3*. 6d. N. S.

APULEIUS, The Works Of. Com-
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates,

Florida, and Discourse of Magic. With
a Metrical Version of Cupid and Psyche,
and Mrs. Tighe's Psyche. Frontis-

piece.
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ARISTOPHANES' Comedies. Trans.,

with Notes and Extracts from Frere's and
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hickie.

Portrait. 2 vols.

ARISTOTLE'S Nicomachean Ethics.
Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc-

tion, and Questions for Students, by Ven.
Archdn. Browne.

"— Politics and Economics. Trans.,

with Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E.
Walford, M.A., and an Essay and Life by
Dr. Gillies.

Metaphysics. Trans., with Notes,
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by
Rev. John H. M'Mahon, M.A.

History ofAnimals. In Ten Books.
Trans., with Notes and Index, by R.
Cresswell, M.A.- Organon ; or, Logical Treatises, and
the Introduction of Porphyry. With Notes,
Analysis, and Introduction, by Rev. O.
F. Owen, M.A. 2 vols. 3s. 6d. each.

Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans., with
Hobbes' Analysis, Exam. Questions, and
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

ATHENJEUS. The Deipnosophists

;

or, the Banquet of the Learned. By C. D.
Yonge, B.A. With an Appendix of Poeti-

cal Fragments. 3 vols.

ATLAS of Classical Geography. 22

large Coloured Maps. With a complete
Index. Imp. 8vo. 7s. 6d.

BION.—See Theocritus.

CJESAR. Commentaries on the
Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple-
mentary Books attributed to Hirtius, in-

cluding the complete Alexandrian, African,

and Spanish Wars. Trans, with Notes.
Portrait.

CATULLUS, Tibullus, and the Vigil
of Venus. Trans, with Notes and Bio-

graphical Introduction. To which are

added, Metrical Versions
_
by Lamb,

Grainger, and others. Frontispiece.

CICERO'S Orations. Trans, by C. D.
Yonge, B.A. 4 vols.

On Oratory and Orators. With
Letters to Quintus and Brutus. Trans.,

with Notes, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.

On the Nature of the Gods, Divi-

nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul-
ship. Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge,
B.A.

Academics, De Finibus, and Tuscu-
lan Questions. By C. D. Yonge, B.A.
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers
mentioned by Cicero.

CICERO'S Orations.—Continued.
Offices; or, Moral Duties. Cato

Major, an Essay on Old Age ; Laelius, an
Essay on Friendship ; Scipio's Dream

;

Paradoxes ; Letter to Quintus on Magis-
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed-
monds. Portrait, ^s. 6d.

DEMOSTHENES' Orations. Trans.,
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronological
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann
Kennedy. 5 vols.

DICTIONARY ofLATIN and GREEK
Quotations ; including Proverbs, Maxims,
Mottoes, Law Terms and Phrases. With
the Quantities marked, and English Trans-
lations.

With Index Verborum (622 pages). 6s.

Index Verborum to the above, with the
Quantities and Accents marked (56 pages),
limp cloth, is.

DIOGENES LAERTIUS. Lives and
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers.
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A.

EPICTETUS. The Discourses of.
With the Encheiridion and Fragments.
With Notes, Life, and View of his Philo-
sophy, by George Long, M.A. N. S.

EURIPIDES. Trans., with Notes and In-

troduction, by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 2 vols.

GREEK ANTHOLOGY. In English
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical
Versions by Bland, Merivale, Lord Den-
man, &c.

GREEK ROMANCES of Heliqdorus,
Longus, and Achilles Tatius ; viz., The
Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea

;

Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves
of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with
Notes, by Rev R. Smith, M.A.

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev.
Henry Cary, M.A. Portrait.

HESIOD, CALLIMACHUS, and
Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Banks,
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver-

sions of Hesiod, by Elton ; Callimachus,

by Tytler ; and Theognis, by Frere.

HOMER'S Iliad. In English Prose, with

Notes by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

Odyssey, Hymns, Epigrams, and
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In English

Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T. A.
Buckley, B.A.

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes
selected by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait, ^s. 6d.

JULIAN THE EMPEROR. By the
Rev. C. W. King, M.A.
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JUSTIN, CORNELIUS NEPOS, and
Eutropius. Trans., with Notes, by Rev.

J. S. Watson, M.A.

JUVENAL, PERSIUS, SULPICIA,
and Lucilius. In Prose, with Notes,
Chronological Tables, Arguments, by L.
Evans, M.A. To which is added the Me-
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by
Gifford. Frontispiece.

LIVY. The History of Rome. Trans,
by Dr. Spillan and others. 4 vols. Por-
trait.

LUCAN'S Pharsalia. In Prose, with
Notes by H. T. Riley.

LUCIAN'S Dialogues of the Gods,
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans.

.

by Howard Williams, M.A.

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Introduction by Rev. J. S.
Watson, M.A. To which is added the
Metrical Version by J. M. Good.

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In
Prose, with Verse Translations selected
from English Poets, and other sources.
Dble. vol. (670 pages). -js. 6d.

MOSCHUS.—See Theocritus.

OVID'S Works, complete. In Prose,
with Notes and Introduction. 3 vols.

PAUSANIAS' Description of Greece.
Translated into English, with Notes and
Index. By Arthur Richard Shilleto, M. A.,
sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. 2 vols.

PHALARIS. Bentley's Dissertations
upon the Epistles of Phalaris, Themisto-
cles, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables
of JEsop. With Introduction and Notes
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D.

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction
and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To-
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra-
ham Moore. Portrait.

PLATO'S Works. Trans., with Intro-
duction and Notes. 6 vols.

Dialogues. A Summary and Analysis
of. With Analytical Index to the Greek
text of modern editions and to the above
translations, by A. Day, LL.D.

PLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with
Notes and Index by H. T. Riley, B.A.
2 vols.

PLINY'S Natural History. Trans.,
with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S.,
and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols.

PLINY. The Letters of Pliny the
Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised,
with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C.
T. Bosanquet, M.A.

PLUTARCH'S Morals. Theosophical
Essays. Trans, by C. W. King, M.A. N.S.

Ethical Essays. Trans, by A. R.
Shilleto, M.A. N.S.

Lives. Seepage 7.

PROFERTIUS, The Elegies of. With
Notes, Literally translated by the Rev. P.

J. F. Gantillon, M.A., with metrical ver-
sions of Select Elegies by Nott and Elton.

3s. 6d.

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ofOratory.
Trans., with Notes and Biographical
Notice, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
2 vols.

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEPJS
Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and Bio-

graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A.

SENECA DE BENEFICIIS. Newly
translated by Aubrey Stewart, M.A.
V. 6d. N. S.

SENECA'S Minor Works. Translated
by A. Stewart, M.A. N.S.

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In
Prose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro-

duction. Portrait.

STRABO'S Geography. Trans., with
Notes, by W. Falconer, M.A., and H. C.
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient
and Modern Names. 3 vols.

SUETONIUS' Lives of the Twelve
Caesars and Lives of the Grammarians.

' The Translation of Thomson, revised, with
Notes, by T. Forester.

TACITUS. The Works of. Trans.,
with Notes. 2 vols.

TERENCE and PHJEDRUS. In Eng-
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by
H. T. Riley, B.A. To which is added
Smart's Metrical Version of Phaedrus.
With Frontispiece.

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS,
and Tyrtaeus. In Prose, with Notes and
Arguments, by Rev. J. Banks, M.A. To
which are appended the Metrical Ver-
sions of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus.

THUCYDIDES. The Peloponnesian
War. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H.
Dale. Portrait. 2 vols. 35. 6d. each.

TYRT^US.—See Theocritus.

VIRGIL. The Works of. In Prose,
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with
additional Notes and Biographical Notice,
by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 3s. 6d.

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans., with
Notes, by J. S. Watson, M. A., and others.
Portrait. In 3 vols.
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COLLEGIATE SERIES.
10 Vols, at $s. each. (2/. iar. per set.)

DANTE. The Inferno. Prose Trans.,

with the Text of the Original on the same
page, and Explanatory Notes, by John
A. Carlyle, M.D. Portrait. N. S.

The Purgatorio. Prose Trans. , with
the Original on the same page, and Ex-
planatory Notes, by W. S. Dugdale. N. S.

NEW TESTAMENT (The) in Greek.
Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of

Mill and Scholz at the foot of the page, and
Parallel References in the margin. Also a
Critical Introduction and Chronological
Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek Manu-
scripts. 650 pages. 3-y. 6d.

or bound up with a Greek and English
Lexicon to the New Testament (250 pages
additional, making in all 900^. 5$.

The Lexicon may be had separately,

price 2s.

DOBREE'S Adversaria. (Notes on the

Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the
lat« Prof. Wagner. 2 vols.

DONALDSON (Dr.) The Theatre of
the Greeks. With Supplementary Treatise
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of
the Greek Dramatists. Numerous Illus-

trations and 3 Plans. By J. W. Donald-
son, D.D. N. S.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Mythology
of Ancient Greece and Italy. Revised by
Leonhard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. 12

Plates. N.S.

HERODOTUS, Notes on. Original
and Selected from the best Commentators.
By D. W. Turner, M.A. Coloured Map.

Analysis and Summary of, with
a Synchronistical Table of Events—Tables
of Weights, Measures, Money, and Dis-
tances— an Outline of the History and
Geography—and the Dates completed from
Gaisford, Baehr, &c. By J. T. Wheeler.

THUCYDIDES. An Analysis and
Summary of. With Chronological Table
of Events, &c, by J. T. Wheeler.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY.
57 Vols, at $s. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (14/. 17s. per set.)

AGASSIZ and GOULD. Outline of
Comparative Physiology touching the
Structure and Development of the Races
of Animals living and extinct. For Schools
and Colleges. Enlarged by Dr. Wright.
With Index and 300 Illustrative Woodcuts.

BOLLEY'S Manual of Technical
Analysis ; a Guide for the Testing and
Valuation of the various Natural and
Artificial Substances employed in the Arts
and Domestic Economy, founded on the
work of Dr. Bolley. Edit, by Dr. Paul.
100 Woodcuts.

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.
—— Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand

;

its_ Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as
evincing Design.

_ Preceded by an Account
of the Author's Discoveries in the Nervous
System by A. Shaw. Numerous Woodcuts.

Kirby on the History, Habits,
and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by
T. Rymer Jones. 100 Woodcuts. 2 vols.

Whewell's Astronomy and
General Physics, considered with reference
to Natural Theology. Portrait of the Earl
of Bridgewater. 35, 64

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.—
Continued.

Chalmers on the Adaptation of
External Nature to the Moral and Intel-

lectual Constitution of Man. With Memoir
by Rev. Dr. Cumming. Portrait.

Prout's Treatise on Chemistry,
Meteorology, and the Function of Diges-
tion, with reference to Natural Theology.
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 2 Maps.

Buckland's Geology and Miner-
alogy. With Additions by Prof. Owen,
Prof. Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of
Buckland. Portrait. 2 vols. 155. Vol. I.

Text. Vol. II. 90 large plates with letter-

press.

Roget's Animal and Vegetable
Physiology. 463 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 6s.

each.

Kidd on the Adaptation of Ex-
ternal Nature to the Physical Condition of
Man. 3s. 6d.

CARPENTER'S (Dr. W. B.) Zoology.
A Systematic View of the Structure, Ha-
bits, Instincts, and Uses of the principal
Families of the Animal Kingdom, and of
the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re-
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Numerous
Woodcuts, 2 vols. 6s. each.
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CARPENTER'S Works.—Continued.

Mechanical Philosophy, Astro-
nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo-
sition. 181 Woodcuts.

Vegetable Physiology and Sys-
tematic Botany. A complete Introduction

to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by
'

E. Lankester, M.D., &c. Numerous
Woodcuts. 6s.

Animal Physiology. Revised Edi-

tion. 300 Woodcuts. 6s.

CHESS CONGRESS of 1862. A col-

lection of the games played. Edited by

J. Lowenthal. New edition, 5s.

CHEVREUL on Colour. Containing

the Principles of Harmony and Contrast

of Colours, and their Application to the

Arts ; including Painting, Decoration,

Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glazing,

Staining, Calico Printing, Letterpress

Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, Land-
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans,

by C. Martel. Several Plates.

With an additional series of 16 Plates

in Colours, 7s. 6d.

ENNEMOSER'S History of Magic.
Trans, by W. Howitt. With an Appendix
of the most remarkable and best authenti-

cated Stories of Apparitions, Dreams,
Second Sight, Table-Turning, and Spirit-

Rapping, &c. 2 vols.

HIND'S Introduction to Astronomy.
With Vocabulary of the Terms in present,

use. Numerous Woodcuts. 35. 6d. N.S.

HOGG'S (Jabez) Elements of Experi-
mental and Natural Philosophy. Being
an Easy Introduction to the Study_ of
Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydrostatics,

Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric,

Electricity, Voltaism, and Magnetism.
400 Woodcuts.

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch
of a Physical Description of the Universe.

Trans, by E. C. Otte, B. H. Paul, and
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Portrait. 5 vols.

35. 6d. each, excepting vol. v., 5s.

PersonalNarrative ofhis Travels
in America during the years 1799-1804.
Trans., with Notes, by T. Ross. 3 vols.

Views of Nature ; or, Contem-
plations of the Sublime Phenomena of
Creation, with Scientific Illustrations.

. Trans, by E. C. Otte.

HUNT'S (Robert) Poetry of Science
;

or, Studies of the Physical Phenomena 01

Nature. By Robert Hunt, Professor at

the School of Mines.

JOYCE'S Scientific Dialogues. A
Familiar Introduction to the Arts and
Sciences. For Schools and Young People.
Numerous Woodcuts.

JOYCE'S Introduction to the Arts
and Sciences, for Schools and Young
People. Divided into Lessons with Ex-
amination Questions. Woodcuts. 3s. 6d.

JUKES-BROWNE'S Student's Hand-
book of Physical Geology. By A. J.
Jukes-Browne, of the Geological Survey of
England. With numerous Diagrams and
Illustrations, 6s. N. S.

The Student's Handbook of
Historical Geology. By A. J. Jukes-
Brown, B.A., F.G.S., of the Geological
Survey of England and Wales. With
numerous Diagrams and Illustrations. 6s.

N.S.
The Building of the British

Islands. A Study In Geographical Evolu-
tion. By A. J. Jukes-Browne, F.G.S.

7 s. 6d. N.S.

KNIGHT'S (Charles) Knowledge is

Power. A Popular Manual of Political

Economy.

LILLY. Introduction to Astrology.
With a Grammar of Astrology and Tables
for calculating Nativities, by Zadkiel.

MANTELL'S (Dr.) Geological Ex-
cursions through the Isle of Wight and
along the Dorset Coast. Numerous Wood-
cuts and Geological Map.

Petrifactions and their Teach-
ings. Handbook to the Organic Remains
in the British Museum. Numerous Wood-
cuts. 6s.

Wonders of Geology; or, a
Familiar Exposition of Geological Pheno-
mena. A coloured Geological Map of
England, Plates, and 200 Woodcuts. 2

vols. 75-. 6d. each.

MORPHY'S Games of Chess, being
the Matches and best Games played by the
American Champion, with explanatory and.

analytical Notes by J. Lowenthal. With
short Memoir and Portrait of Morphy.

SCHOUW'S Earth, Plants, and Man.
Popular Pictures of Nature. And Ko-
bell's Sketches from the Mineral Kingdom.
Trans, by A. Henfrey, F.R.S. Coloured
Map of the Geography of Plants.

SMITH'S (Pye) Geology and Scrip-
ture; or, the Relation between the Scriptures
and Geological Science. ' With Memoir.

STANLEY'S Classified Synopsis of
the Principal Painters of the Dutch and
Flemish Schools, including an Account of
some of the early German Masters. By
George Stanley.

STAUNTON'S Chess-Player's Hand-
book. A Popular and Scientific Intro-
duction to the Game, with numerous Dia-
grams and Coloured Frontispiece. N.S.
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STAUNTON.—Continued.

Chess Praxis. A Supplement to the

Chess-player's Handbook. Containing the

most important modern Improvements in

the Openings ; Code of Chess Laws ; and
a Selection ofMorphy's Games. Annotated.

636 pages. Diagrams. 6s.

Chess-Player's Companion-
Comprising a Treatise on Odds, Collection

of Match Games, including the French
Match with M. St. Amant, and a Selection

of Original Problems. Diagrams and Co-
loured Frontispiece.

Chess Tournament of 1851.
A Collection of Games played at this cele-

brated assemblage. With Introduction

and Notes. Numerous Diagrams.

STOCKHARDT'S Experimental
Chemistry. A Handbook for the Study
of the Science by simple Experiments.
Edit, by C. W. Heaton, F.C.S. Nu-
merous Woodcuts. N. S.

URE'S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manufacture
of Great Britain, systematically investi-

gated ; with an Introductory View of its

Comparative State in Foreign Countries.

Revised by P. L. Simmonds. 150 Illus-

trations. 2 vols.

Philosophy of Manufactures,
or an Exposition of the Scientific, Moral,

and Commercial Economy of the Factory
System of Great Britain. Revised by
P. L. Simmonds. Numerous Figures.

800 pages. 7s. 6d.

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE.
GILBART'S History, Principles, and Practice of Banking. Revised to 1881 by

A. S. Michie, of the Royal Bank of Scotland. Portrait of Gilbart. 2 vols. xos. N. S.

REFERENCE LIBRARY.
28 Volumes at Various Prices. (SI. \$s. per set.)

BLAIR'S Chronological Tables.
Comprehending the Chronology and His-
tory of the World, from the Earliest Times
to the Russian Treaty of Peace, April 1856.
By J. W. Rosse. 800 pages. \os.

Index of Dates. Comprehending
the principal Facts in the Chronology and
History of the World, from the Earliest to

the Present, alphabetically arranged ; being
a complete Index to the foregoing. By
J. W. Rosse. 2 vols. 5s. each.

BOHN'S Dictionary of Quotations
from the English Poets. 4th and cheaper
Edition. 6$.

BOND'S Handy-book of Rules and
Tables for Verifying Dates with the Chris-

tian Era. 4th Edition. N. S.

BUCHANAN'S Dictionary ofScience
and Technical Terms used in Philosophy,
Literature, Professions, Commerce, Arts,

and Trades. By W. H. Buchanan, with
Supplement. Edited by Jas. A. Smith. 6s.

CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBS. A
Select Collection of Epitaphs, with Essay
on Epitaphs and Observations on Sepul-
chral Antiquities. By T. J. Pettigrew,
F.R.S., F.S.A. 5s.

CLARK'S (Hugh) Introduction to
Heraldry. Revised by J. R. Planchc. 5$.

950 Illustrations.

With the Illustrations coloured, i$s.

N.S.

COINS, Manual of.—See Humphreys.

DATES, Index of.—See Blair.

DICTIONARY of Obsolete and Pro-
vincial English. Containing Words from

English Writers previous to the 19th

Century. By Thomas Wright, M.A..
F.S.A. , &c. 2 vols. 55. each.

EPIGRAMMATISTS (The). A Selec-
tion from the Epigrammatic Literature ©f

Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern Times.

With Introduction, Notes, Observations,

Illustrations, an Appendix on Works con-

nected with Epigrammatic Literature,

by Rev. H. Dodd, M.A. 6s. N. S.

GAMES, Handbook of. Comprising
Treatises on above 40 Games of Chance,
Skill, and Manuai Dexterity, including

Whist, Billiards, &c. Edit, by Henry G.
Bohn. Numerous Diagrams. 5*. N. S.

HENFREY'S Guide to English
Coins. Revised Edition, by C. F. Keary,

M.A., F.S.A. With an Historical Intro-

duction. 6s. N. S.

HUMPHREYS' Coin Collectors'
Manual. An Historical Account of the

Progress of Coinage from the Earliest

Time, by H. N. Humphreys. 140 Illus-

trations. 2 vols. 5s. each. N. S.
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LOWNDES' Bibliographer's Manual
of English Literature. Containing an Ac-
count of Rare and Curious Books pub-
lished in or relating to Great Britain and
Ireland, from the Invention of Printing,

with Biographical Notices and Prices,

by W. T. Lowndes. Parts I.-X. (A to Z),

3*. 6d. each. Part XI. (Appendix Vol.),

Ss. Or the n parts in 4 vols., half

morocco, il. 2s.

MEDICINE, Handbook of Domestic,
Popularly Arranged. By Dr. H. Davies.

700 pages, 5*.

NOTED NAMES OF FICTION.
Dictionary of. Including also Familiar
Pseudonyms, Surnames bestowed on Emi-
nent Men, &c. By W. A. Wheeler, M.A.
V. N. S.

POLITICAL CYCLOPEDIA. A
Dictionary of Political, Constitutional,

Statistical, and Forensic Knowledge
;

forming a Work of Reference on subjects
ofCivil Administration, Political Economy,
Finance, Commerce, Laws, and Social
Relations. 4 vols. 3J. 6d. each.

PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con-
taining an entire Republication of Ray's
Collection, with Additions from Foreign
Languages and Sayings, Sentences,
Maxims, and Phrases. 5J.

A Polyglot of Foreign. Com-
prising French, Italian, German, Dutch,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Danish. With
English Translations. 5$.

SYNONYMS and ANTONYMS; or,

Kindred Words and their Opposites, Col-
lected and Contrasted by Ven. C. J.
Smith, M.A. 5s. N. S.

WRIGHT (Th.)-.SV* Dictionary.

NOVELISTS' LIBRARY.
2 Volumes at $s. 6d. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (2/. 5*. per set.)

BURNEY'S Evelina ; or, a Young
Lady's Entrance into the World. By F.

Burney (Mme. D'Arblay). With Intro-

duction and Notes by A. R. Ellis, Author
of ' Sylvestra,' &c. N. S.

Cecilia. With Introduction and
Notes by A. R. Ellis. 2 vols. N. S.

DE STAEL, Corinne or Italy.
By Madame de Stael. Translated by
Emiiy Baldwin and Paulina Driver.

EBERS' Egyptian Princess. Trans,
by Emma Buchheim. N. S.

FIELDING'S Joseph Andrews and
his Friend Mr. Abraham Adams. With
Roscoe's Biography. Cruikshank's Illus-

trations. N. S.

FIELDING.—Continued.
Amelia. Roscoe's Edition, revised.

Cruikshank's Illustrations. $s. N. S.

History of Tom Jones, a Found-
ling. Roscoe's Edition. Cruikshank's
Illustrations. 2 vols. N. S.

GROSSI'S Marco Visconti. Trans.
by A. F. D. N. S.

MANZONI. The Betrothed: being
a Translation of ' I Promessi Sposi.

Numerous Woodcuts. 1 vol. (732 pages).

Ss. N. S.

STOWE (Mrs. H. B.) Uncle Tom's
Cabin ; or, Life among the Lowly. 8 full-

page Illustrations. N. S.

ARTISTS' LIBRARY.
9 Volumes at Various Prices. (2/. 8s. 6d. per set.)

BELL (Sir Charles). The Anatomy
and Philosophy of Expression, as Con-
nected with the Fine Arts. 5s. N. S.

DEMMIN. History of Arms and
Armour from the Earliest Period. By
Auguste Demmin. Trans, by C. C.
Black, M.A., Assistant Keeper, S. K.
Museum. 1900 Illustrations, js. 6d. N. S.

FAHtHOLT'S Costume in England.
Third Edition. Enlarged and Revised by
the Hon. H. A. Dillon, F.S.A. With
more than 700 Engravings. 2 vols. 5*.

each. N. S.
Vol. I. History. Vol. I. Glossary.

FLAXMAN. Lectures on Sculpture.
With Three Addresses to the R.A. by Sir

R. Wes-tmacoit, R.A., and Memoir o
Flaxman. Portrait and 53 Plates. 6*. N.S.

H EATON'S Concise History of
Painting. New Edition, revised by
W. Cosmo Monkhouse. $s. N.S.

LECTURES ON PAINTING by the

Royal Academicians, Barry, Opie, Fuseli.

With Introductory Essay and_ Notes by
R. Wornum. Portrait of Fuseli.

LEONARDO DA vmci'S Treatise
on Painting. Trans, by J. F. Rigaud, R.A.
With a Life and an Account of his Works
byJ.W. Brown. Numerous Plates. 5*. N.S.

PLANCHE'S History of British
Costume, from the Earliest Time to the

19th Century. By J. R. Planche. 400
Illustrations. 5*. N. S.
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BOHN'S CHEAP SERIES.
PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH.

A Series of Complete Stories or Essays, mostly reprinted from Vols.

in Bohrts Libraries, and neatly bound in stiffpaper cover,

with cut edges, suitable for Railway Reading.

ASCHAM {ROGER).—

SCHOLEMASTER. By PROFESSOR MAYOR.

CARPENTER {DR. W. B.).—

PHYSIOLOGY OF TEMPERANCE AND TOTAL AB-
STINENCE.

EMERSON—
ENGLAND AND ENGLISH CHARACTERISTICS. Lectures

on the Race, Ability, Manners, Truth, Character, Wealth, Religion, &c. &c.

NATURE : An Essay. To which are added Orations, Lectures
and Addresses.

REPRESENTATIVE MEN : Seven Lectures on Plato, Swe-
denborg, Montaigne, Shakespeare, Napoleon, and Goethe.

TWENTY ESSAYS on Various Subjects.

THE CONDUCT OF LIFE.

FRANKLIN {BENfAMIN).—
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. Edited by J. Sparks.

HA WTHORNE (NA THAN/EL).—
TWICE-TOLD TALES. Two Vols, in One

SNOW IMAGE, and other Tales.

SCARLET LETTER.
HOUSE WITH THE SEVEN GABLES.
TRANSFORMATION ; or the Marble Fawn. Two Parts.

HAZLITT {W.).—

TABLE-TALK : Essays on Men and Manners. Three Parts.

PLAIN SPEAKER : Opinions on Books, Men, and Things
Three Parts.

LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH COMIC WRITERS.
LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH POETS.



22 BOHNS CHEAP SERIES.

HAZLITT ( W.).—Continued.

LECTURES ON THE CHARACTERS OF SHAKE-
SPEARE'S PLAYS.

LECTURES ON THE LITERATURE OF THE AGE OF
ELIZABETH, chiefly Dramatic.

IRVING (WASHINGTON).—
LIFE OF MOHAMMED. With Portrait.

LIVES OF SUCCESSORS OF MOHAMMED.
LIFE OF GOLDSMITH.
SKETCH-BOOK.
TALES OF A TRAVELLER.
TOUR ON THE PRAIRIES.

CONQUESTS OF GRANADA AND SPAIN. Two Parts.

LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. Two Parts.

COMPANIONS OF COLUMBUS : Their Voyages and Dis-
coveries.

ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN BONNEVILLE in the Rocky
Mountains and the Far West.

KNICKERBOCKER'S HISTORY OF NEW YORK, from the

Beginning of the World to the End of the Dutch Dynasty.

TALES OF THE ALHAMBRA.
CONQUEST OF FLORIDA UNDER HERNANDO DE

SOTO.

ABBOTSFORD AND NEWSTEAD ABBEY.
SALMAGUNDI; or, The Whim -Whams and Opinions oi

Launcelot Langstaff, Esq.

BRACEBRIDGE HALL ; or, The Humourists.

ASTORIA ; or, Anecdotes of an Enterprise beyond the Rocky
Mountains.

WOLFERT'S ROOST, and Other Tales.

LAMB (CHARLES).—

ESSAYS OF ELIA. With a Portrait.

LAST ESSAYS OF ELIA.

ELIANA. With Biographical Sketch.

MARRYAT (CAPIAIN).

PIRATE AND THE THREE CUTTERS. With a Memoir of

the Author.
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The only authorised Edition j no others published in England contain

the Derivations and Etymological Notes of Dr. Mahn, who

devoted several years to this portion of the Work.

"WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Thoroughly revised and improved dvChauncey A. Goodrich, D.D., LL.D.,

and Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College.

THE GUINEA DICTIONARY.
New Edition [1880], with a Supplement of upwards of 4600 New Words and

Meanings.

1628 Pages. 3000 Illustrations.

The features of this volume, which render it perhaps the most useful

Dictionary for general reference extant, as it is undoubtedly one of the cheapest

books ever published, are as follows :

—

1. Completeness.—It contains 114,000 words.

2. Accuracy of Definition.

3. Scientific and Technical Terms.

4. Etymology.

5. The Orthography is based, as far as possible, on Fixed Principles.

6. Pronunciation.

7. The Illustrative Citations.

8. The Synonyms.

9. The Illustrations, which exceed 3000.

Cloth, 21s. ; half-bound in calf, 30J. ; calf or half russia, 31J. 6d.; russia, 2/.

With New Biographical Appendix, cotitaining over 9700 Names.

the complete dictionary
Contains, in addition to the above matter, several valuable Literary Appendices,

and 70 extra pages of Illustrations, grouped and classified.

1 vol. 1919 pages, cloth, 31*. 6d.

* Certainly the best practical English Dictionary extant. '—Quarterly Review, 1873.

Prospectuses , with Specimen Pages, sent postfree on application.

\ * To be obtained through all Booksellers,



Bohn's Select Library of Standard Works.

Price is. in paper covers, and is. 6d. in cloth,

i. Bacon's Essays. With Introduction and Notes.

2. Lessing's Laokoon. Beasley's Translation, revised, with Intro-
duction, Notes, &c, by Edward Bell, M.A.

3. Dante's Inferno. Translated, with Notes, by Rev. H. F. Cary.

4. Goethe's Faust. Part I. Translated, with Introduction, by
Anna Swanwick.

5. Goethe's Boyhood. Being Part I. of the Autobiography.
Translated by J. Oxenford.

6. Schiller's Mary Stuart and The Maid of Orleans. Trans-
lated by J. Mellish and Anna Swanwick.

7. The Queen's English. By the late Dean Alford.

8. Life and Labours of the late Thomas Brassey. By Sir
A. Helps, K.C.B.

9. Plato's Dialogue's: The Apology—Crito—Phaedo—Protagoras.
With Introductions.

10. Moliere's Plays: The Miser—Tartufife—The Shopkeeper turned
Gentleman. With brief Memoir.

11. Goethe's Reineke Fox, in English Hexameters. By A. Rogers.

12. Oliver Goldsmith's Plays.

13. Lessing's Plays : Nathan the Wise—Minna von Barnhelm.

14. Plautus's Comedies: Trinummus— Menaechmi — Aulularia—
Captivi.

15. Waterloo Days. By C. A. Eaton. With Preface and Notes by
Edward Bell.

16. Demosthenes—On the Crown. Translated by C. Rann
Kennedy.

17. The Vicar of Wakefield.
18. Oliver Cromwell. By Dr. Reinhold Pauli.

19. The Perfect Life. By Dr. Channing. Edited by his nephew,
Rev. W. H. Channing.

20. Ladies in Parliament, Horace at Athens, and other pieces,
by Sir George Otto Trevelyan, Bart.

21. Defoe's The Plague in London.
22. Irving's Life of Mahomet.
23. Horace's Odes, by various hands. {Out ofprint,

24. Burke's Essay on 'The Sublime and Beautiful.' With
Short Memoir.

25. Hauff's Caravan.
26. Sheridan's Plays.

27. Dante's Purgatorio. Translated by Cary.

To be followed by

Harvey's Treatise on the .Circulation of the Blood.

Cicero's Friendship and Old Age.

LONDON: GEORGE BELL AND SONS.

London : Printed by Strangeways & Sons, Tower Street, Cambridge Circus, W.C.
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