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RECOMMENDATIONS,

PhiladelphiOi July 26th, \799,

Dr. WITHERSPOON's charaaer as a writer is io

highly and delervedly efteemed by all the friends of Evangeli-

cal truth, who have been acquainted Avith his publications,

that it is prefumed to be fuperfluous to folicit their patronage

by any Gommendation of the work now propofed for publica-

tion. To thofe who have not been favoured with the perufal

of the DoSlor's Sermons and EfTays, the fubfcriber takes the

liberty to obferve, that their merit is fuperior to their praife.

JOHN B. SMITH, Minister

of the Third Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia*

Philadelphiay '^uly 50th, 1799.

SIR,
IT has given me much pleafure to hear that you are about

to publifh an edition of the works of the late Dr. Wither-
SPooNi I know not how you could do a greater fervice to the

public than by this undertaking; and I fincerely hope you may
lind it advantageous to yourfelf. In all the Doctor's tracts

there is manifeft that clofenefs and clearnefs of thought, that

acutenefs of difcernment and accuracy of difcrimination, that

faculty of feparating the matter difcuffed from every thing ex-
traneous, that coiiftant attention to radical principles, and fyf-

tematic confiftency, that lucid order, and that power of pi'e-

fenting his whole fubje6l in the mod ftriking and impreffive

manner to the mind of the reader, which diflinguifh the writer.,

of penetration and comprehenfive views. His ftyle is uniform-
ly limple and nervous—perfectly intelligible to thofe who have
not had the advantages of education, and yet pleating to thofe

whofe tafte is the moft cultivated and corrett. The DoClor has
given fpecimens of talent as a critic, afatyrifl and a politician,

which demonftrate that he might have attained high eminence
in each of thefe characters. But from a fenfe of duty, as well

as from a love to the employment, he devoted himfeif princi-

pally to the difcufiion of religious truth ; and always with a
view to its pra(SlicaI application. His Sermons and Effays on



RECOMMEND A T IONS,

Tr.rlous topics in divinity, will be read with plcafurc and with

profit by Icrious ChriUians of all denonunations. The pious

and eloqi'.er.t Wilberforcc has noticed them \\\i\\ approbation

in his late popular book.

If the DodlOr's works had been generally read in this coun-
try, it would be equally unneceilary and alfuming for mc to

characterize or recommend them. But for ten years paft I

believe they have not been vended by any American bookfeller,

and I am informed they are now out of print in Britain. If,

therefore, you fuppofe that my opinion of them will be any
way ferviceuble to you in their publication, you are at libert^

lo ufc what I have here written for that purpofe.

Your's fuicerely,

Mr. Woodward. ASHBEL GREEN.

Neiu-Yofk^ August 6thy 1799.

DEAR SIR,

IT was with fingular fatisfa6lion I learned you were ifTuing

pvopofals for printing? tiie works of the late Rev. Dr. Withkr-
sroox—thofe already in print, ai-e juRly eftcemed by all good
judges on both fides of the Atlantic, among the firfl: in our

language on the Subjecls of Avhich they treat—the addition you
contemplate of feveral Difcourfes and fmall Tra£ls never yet

publifhed, will not a little enrich your colle6lion, and render

it defervedly acceptable to the Friends of Literature and Piety,

of all denominations. Your fucccfs in this bufinefs will give

heart-felt pleafure to

Your Friend and Humble Servant,

JOHN RODGERS.
Mr. William W. Woodward,

Printerf^Phihulelphiu.



ADVERTISEMENT

TO tHF.

SECOND AMERICAN EDITION.

N offering to the public this edition of the works
of Dk. Witherspoon, the editor cannot forbear to exprefs

his great fatisfa6lion at the liberal and extenlive patronage

he has received. Without pretending to be lefs influenced

than is ufual by a regard to perfonal emolument, he can ftill

fay with truth, that much of his gratification is derived from
confiderations of another and a higher kind. He views it as

no inconhderable proof of the good difpofitions of a great

proportion of his countrvmen, that in almofl; every quarter

of the union, there has been fach a demand for the writings

of Dr. Witherspoon', as to warrant a fecond edition of hi»

works within a year after the publication of the firft ; that

the demand feems to be flill increafmg ; and that men of the
firft reputation and influence are among his fubfcribers. In
religion, in morals, in tafl;e, and in poiitics, the principles

which the Dr. has inculcated are of the foundcft and purell

kind ; and that thefe fiiould be popular, cannot but be con-
fidered as the bell caufe of felicitation to the country in

which the fa6\; is realized.

Animated by the countenance v/hich he has received, the
•e'ditor has ufecl his bell endeavors to free the prefent edition
from the imperfeclions of the former. The v/hole has been
attentively and feparately reviewed by two gentlemen of let-

ters, for the purpofe of corre6ling the errors in language,
fpeiling and pointing, which had before efcaped attention.
No attempt, however, has been made to alter the Dr's
phrafeology, this being ccnfidered as an unjuftifiablelicenfe,

but only to re6llfy thofe miilakes which were fairly imputa-
ble to inadvertence, or chargeable to the printers who have
piiblillied his pieces either in this country or in Europe.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T.

The bufincfs of Infpecling the proof flieets the editor has ta-

ken Avholly on liimfclf, and he inifts that no error of any
(onfLqucnce will be found, though he is fenfible that abfo-

lute ])crfe6lion in this particular is fcarcely attainable.

In this edition the arrangement of the feveral tracla is very

different from any that has heretofore been made. Difcuf-

lions which relate to the fame or fmiilar fubjecls, or which
belong to the fame clafs or denomination of compofilion,

have generally been kept together. Some of thefe, it will

be obferved, were written in an earlier, and fome in a later

part of the author's life ; fome in Scotland and fome in Ame-
rica ; but it was judged better to put them in an order dic-

tated by the nature of the fubje6l, than in one which Ihould

correfpond to the various periods at which tliey were com-
pofed. I'he time and circumRnnces to wliicli they reter

mav commonly be learned froiii their contents. •

As the whole of the Dr's works are now colleclcd, it is

proper to fpecify dlRin6lly thofe that are pofthumous : for

as no order or intimation was given by himfelf relative

to the publication of any of his pieces after his death, he

ought not to be charged either with the inaccuracy of

compofitions which he did not deiign for the prefs, or with

finally determining to publifli what he might have written

with that intention, but afterwards rcfolved to fupprefs. It

will be remembered then, that in thefe volumes, the follow-

ing pieces are poilhumous, viz.—The le^lures on 3!oral

Philosophy^ Lloquence and Divinity : The fermons entitled,

Devolcdness to God— The righteou'i scarcely saved, and the

wicl-ed certainly destroyed—The oiiccess of the gospel entirely

of God—The yoke of Christ— The glory of the Rcdeei^ier iix

the perpetuity of his ~a}ork— The petitions of the insincere itn-

availing.—The elfays entitled, Observations on the improve-

ment of America—Reflections on public affairs—On the con-

troversy about independence—Oji conduSling the American

controversy— Thoughts on American liberty—Memorial and
iiHinifcsto of the United States—A description of the State oj

Neiv-ferscy—Aristides—On the Federal City—On th.e Geor~

"(ria constitution^—Supplication to the ciders of the cii"tch of
Scotlaiid.-—The fpeeches entitled. On the interest of locni

cffce certificates—On the conference proposed by Lord Hoxue

* It is supposed that some nj t/icsc essays, pinllcularly the

three last^ may have been published in the news-papers of the day.

But this is not certaivdy knotvn. Copies of them in the Dr's ovn^

iicnd writing, nvere found cmorg his papers.
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'-—On the confcJ-iratlon—On the finances—-On the nhpohitmeiU

cf plenipotentiaries—On the convention rvith General Bur-
goyne—On the transportation of Dr. C . Defence in the

synod ofGla-'^goxu.—The addre fits or letters entklcd, On the

proposiecf market in General Washington's camp—Address to

General }Vashington—On the affairs of the United States—-On
the contest belcveen Great Britain and America.

Whatever praife or blame the publication of the pieces

here fpecified may be thought to deferve, the editor takes to

himfell". They would, probably, have periflied in obfcurity,

if his exertions had not been vifed in bringing them to light.

He has to lament that the Lectures on Divinity, and a num-
ber of the feruions and fpceches, as v/ell as fome of the eflays

and lett'-'rs, are ununifnec]. For the Icclures and fermons,

however, he thinks that no apology will be thought necef-

fary ; and for the reft he can only fay, that the parts which
jire given appeared to him fo valuable, as to be worth pre-

ferving, though the whole could not be obtained. Some-
times thev caft light en the tranfaftions of congrefs, or on
the hiilory of the re\olutionary war of our country : fome-
'timts tliey ferve to exhibit the peculiar character and genius
of the author, or to make known fome circumflance of his

life which will afford gratification to his friends : and fome-
times they contain a few ponderous or fplendid thoughts,
which, like fragments of golden ore, are precious, though
fhcy are found detached from the mine. It is hoped that

not much will be obferved, that even fufpicion itielf will

impute merely to a defu-e of fweliing the volumes ; and the
Dr's manner is fo Itriking in all, that no one acquainted
with it will doubt that the whole has prCfCeededfrom his pen.

In the former edition the following note was prelixed to

the leclures on Moral Philofophy

:

'' In jiiflice to the memory cf Dr. Wituerspoon, it

f ought to be rUvted tliat he did not intend thefe le6lures for
*' the prefs, and 4;hat he once compelled a printer who, with-
*' out his knowledge, had undertaken to publiih them, to de-
*' fill from the defign, by threatening a profecution as the
" confequence of periifling in it. The Dr's le6lures on
" morals, notwithltanding they affume the form of regular
" difcourfts, were in fac^, viewed by himfelf as little more
" than a fyllabus or compend, on which he might enlarge
<' before aclafs at the times of recitation ; and not intending
'^ that they fliould go further, or be otherwife confidered,
" he took freely and v/ithout acknowledgment from writers

f' of character, fuch ideas, and perhaps expreflPiOns, as he
*' found fuited to his purpofc. But thougla thefe caufes
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*• would not permit the Dr. himfelfto give to the public

'* thcle (ketches of moral philolbphy, it is believed thai they
" ought not to operate fo powtrlully on thofe into whofe
<' hands his papci s have fallen hnce his death. Many of his'

" pupils whofe cniintnce in literaiure and diflind^ion in fo-

" ciety give weight to their opinions, have thought that

" thefe le(!n;ures, witVi all their iniperfe(!n;ions, contain one of

" the befl and molt perfpicuous exhibitions of the radical

" principles of the fcience on which they treat that has ever
" been made, and they have very importunately demanded
" their publication in this edition of his works : Nor is it

" conceived that a compliance with this demand, after the

" explanation here given can do any injury to the Dr's repu-

" tation. And to the writer of this note it does not feem a
*' fufficient reafon that a very valuable work fliould be con-

" figned to oblivion, becaufe it is in, fome meafure incom-
" plete, or becaufe it is partly a fele6lion from authors to

" whom a dillindl reference cannot now be made."
It may be remarked that the leclurcs on Eloquence and

Divinitv, though equally compendious with thofe on Moral
Philofophy, do not feem to need any acknowledgment in

regard to the liberty taken of borrowing from other authors.

They are in a remarkable degree original. It may, perhaps,

be proper to (late, what is known to hundreds, that the lec-

tures on Eloquc^nce were written exa611y as they now appear

before Blair's ledlures on the fame fubjecc were ever in print.

Dr, Witherspoon has been heard to declare explicitly,

that no communication whatever took place between him
and Dr. Blair, relative to the topics which they have both

difcuHed ; and the correfpondence which appears in their

leading ideas, he ufed to remark, was a Uriking proot ot

the laiting eiTeft produced by imbibing the fame principles

and TfUd) ing under the fame rhafters in early lite.

The e'c-iftor has only to ilate farther, that he molt fmcerelr

regrets that no more of the manufcript fermons of Dr. Wi-
th krspoon can be obtained. Of many excellent difcourfes

which he has been heard to deliver, not a trace can now be

found. 7"hey were probably committed to the flames

through millake, with a large collc6lion of his papers which

he ordered to be burned a little before his death.



PREFACE.

THE following Treatises were originally published at

different times, and some of them on particular occasions ; but the

attentive reader will easily perceive one leading design running
through the whole. The author hath long been of opinion, that the

great decay of religion in all parts of this king-dom, is chiefly

owing to a departure from the truth as it is in Jesus, from those

doctrines which chiefy constitute the substance of the gospel. It

may perhaps be justly imputed to other general causes in part, and
in some measure to less universal causes in particular places ; but

as all moral action must arise from principle, otherwise it ought
not to be called by that name, the immediate and moft powerful
caufe of degeneracy in pra6lice, mufl always be a corruption
in principle.

/ am sensible that many will be ready to cry out on this occasion^
<' Such notions arise from narrowness of mind and uncharitable
*' sentiments.''^ I answer, that it is surprising to think ho%v easily

the fashionable or cant phrases of the age, will pass among super-

ficial thinkers and readers, without the least attention either to

their meaning, or to the evidence on which they are founded.
Tlius at present, if a man shall write or speak against certain

principles, and stile them pernicious, it will be thought a sufficient

vindication of them to make a beaten common-place encomium on

liberty of conscience and freedom of enquiry. Blessed be God, this

great and sacred privilege is well secured to us in this nation :

But pray, is it not mine as well as yours ? And is it not the very
exercise of this liberty for every man to endeavor to support those

principles which appear to him to be founded on Reason and Scrip-

ture, as well as' to attack, without scruple, every thing ivhich he
believes to be contrary to either.

Let it also be observed, that iffreedom of inquiry be a blessing

at all, it can be sofor no other reason than the excellence and sa~
lutary infucnce of real truth, when it can be discovered. If truth

and error are equally safe, nothing can be more foolish than for a
man to waste his time in endeavoring to distinguish the one from
the other. What a view does it give us of the weakness of human
nature, that the same persons so frequently hold inconsistent prin-
ciples ? How many will say the strongest things in favor of an
impartial search after truth, and with the very same breath tellyouy
*' It is of no consequence at all, either for tinie or eternity^ ivhe-
'^ the

r you hold one opinion or another,'*
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These reflections are only designed to procure a candid unpre->

judiced hearing to ivhat is offered in the following pages, in de-

fence of what appears to me the fundamental doctrines of the gos- '

pel, nuhich are now so greatly neglected, or so openly despised. I
am encouraged to this republication by the great demand there has .

beenfor some ofthe pieces, particularly The EITay on Juftification.

/ must observe here, that I have received several letters on this

subject, desiring that the phrase imputed righteoufnels -might be

changed, as liable to great exceptions ; a request ivhich I would

readily have complied ivith, if it could be made appear to be either

vnscriptural or dangerous. But as I apprehend it isfully warrant-

ed hy Rom. iv. 6. and many other passages ; so I do not see ivhat

can be understood by it, different from, or more dangerous than,

forgivcnefs of fm and acceptance with God, not for our own
but for Christ's fake. As the case stands, therefore it is to be

feared, that a studied endeavor to avoid the expression would do

more harm on the one hand than it could do service on hhe other.

In the Treatise on Regeneration, novj frst published, the same
general design is pursued, but in a way more directly practical

;

and indeed I am fully convinced, that it is not only of much great-

er moment to make experimental than fpeculativc Chriftians, but

that to explain and e7iforce the doctrines of the gospel is a better

VJay to produce an unshaken persuasion of their truth, than to col-

lect and refute the favils of adversaries, ivhich, though they are

often trifing, are notwithstanding innuynerable. I hope this will

excuse the introducing several passages of Scripture in the last

vientioned Treatife, and applying them on what appears to me to

be their obvious meaning, without taking the least notice of the

vnwearied pains frequently taken by wire drazi^ing' critics to inter-

pret them in a contrary sense.

London, June, 17G4. J. W.
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FAITHFUL SERVANT REWARDED :

A

SERMON,
Delhercd at Princeton, before the Board of Trustees of

the College of New-Jersey, May 6, lyg^, occasioned by

the death of the Rcu. JOHN WITHERSPOON,
D. D. L. L. D. President of said College, by JOHN
RODGERS, D. D. Senior Minister of the United Pres-

byterian Churches, in the city of New-Tork.

PUBLISHED BY PAKTICULAR REQUEST OF THE BOARD.

MATTHEW, XXV. ^ I.

" His Lord said unto him, " JVell done, thou good andfaith-
ful Servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I
zoill make thee rule?- over maiiy things ; enter thou into the

jorj of thxj Lordy

THE doctrine of a future ftate of rewards and punifli-

ments, lies deep at the foundation of our holy religi-

on : It is a do£lrine perfedlly confonant to reafon and
fupported by it ; and is either aiTerled, or juflly taken for

granted, in every page of the facred oracles. This is the

immortality, for the blelTednefs of which we became inca.

pacitated, by our apoftacy from God ; and that, for the

enjoyment of which, it is one great defign of the religion:

of Jefus Chrift to prepare us. The whole frame of this

religion is wifely calculated for this end. Among the

many evidences of thefe truths, we may appeal to the

difcourfes of our Divine Mailer ; and particularly to this,

of which our text is a part.

Vol. I. B



14 Discourse on the death

In the preceding chapter, he had given his difciples an

inflruftive difcourfe on the certainty and folemnity of his

fecond coming. He continues the fubjeft in this chap-

ter, and enforces the great duty of preparation for it, by

the parable of the ten virgins, from the firii verfe to the

thirteenth ; by the parable of the talents, from thence

to the thirtieth verfe ; and by a more particular account

of the proccfs of the judgment of the great day, from thence

to the end of the chapter.

The more immediate defign of the parable of the ta-

lents, of which our text is a part, is to. enforce the duty,

and ill u Urate the happinels of being prepared for gh'mg

up our account^ when he fliall come to judge the world in

righteoufnefs. You may read it at your leifure. The
" man travelling into a far country,'' in this parable means

our Lord himfelf ; who is the great head of his church,

which is his family. The " fcrvants," of whom we here

read, mean all profefling ChrilHans; all vrho call them-

felves the fervants of Chrift, whatever their nation or de-

nominauon may be ; though fome fuppole the Minifters

of the Gofpel are more particularly intended.

By the talents^ we are to underfland the various gifts

of Heaven, whether of a common or of a fj^ecial nature.

They include the bounties of Providence, fuch as health,

ftrength, reafon, genius, riches, honor, power, learning,

reputation, the fcveral advantages ariling from our (lations

in life ; and, together willi thefc, thofe graces of the fpirit

that conftitute the Chriltian temj^er. Thefe are all {o

many talents put into our hands, to be improved for God,

and the bell interell^of our fellow-creatures ; and they

are different to different perfons. To one God gives

more of thefe gifts or graces, and to another lefs ; which

is defigned in the parable by the mafter's giving to one

fervanty/^t' talents, and to another Hvo^ and to another one.

By " the Lord of thofe fervants coming, after a long

time, to reckon Avith them," we are to underlland that

particular judgment which every one pafi'es under at

death, when our final dates are determined : and alio, and

principally, our Lord's coming to judge the world in

righteoufnefs, at the lall day, " When every one fliall re-
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ceive the things done in the body, according to that he

hath done, whether it be good or bad." At both thefe fo-

lemn periods, the faithful fervant of Chriit, whatever his

charader and llation in life may have been, fliall be re-

ceived with a " V/ell done, thou good and faithful fer-

vant ; thou haft been faithful over a few things, I will

make thee ruler over many things ; enter thou into the

joy of thy Lord."

There are two things in thefe words that particularly

deferv^e our notice. The character of those who lliall

meet with the approbation of their Lord, in the great day

of final awards ; they have been good and faithful fer-

vants. And the reward fuch fhall receive, on that fo-

lemn occafion, from the judge of quick and dead—-They
lliall be each one received with a " Well done, thou good

and faithful fervant; thou haft been faithful over a few

things, I will make thee ruler over many things ; enter

thou into the joy of thy Lord."

Agreeably to this view of my text, I fhall,

L Briefl}^ confider the charadler of the good and faith-

ful fervant of Chrift.

II. The nature of that reward here promifed to all fuch,

in the great day of the Lord.

Let us enquire,

I. What is the charafter of the good and faithful fervant

of Chrift ?

I have already faid this may be applied either to the

difciples of Chrift in general of whatever nation, denomi-
nation, or character in life they may be ; or to the minif-

ters of the Gofpel in particular. I ftiall confider the phrafe

as including both. And it implies,

1. Lo'ue^ to Christ a?id his service.—A good fervant al-

ways loves a good mafter. But it is necelfary to obferve

here, that this love to Chrift and his fervice is not found
in the heart of depraved man, in his natural ftate. We
are by nature alienated from God : deftitute of every
principle of love to him and his fon Chrift, in their true

charadter. The apoftolic defcription of depraved human
nature is, " having the underftanding darkened, being ali-

enated from the lil^ of God, through the ignorance that v..
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in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of their hearts.*V Hence

arlfes the neceffity ofbeing '' renewed in the fpirit of our

n-iind ; and cf putting on the new man, which after God is

created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs.''^ But one of

the principal confiituentsof this new man is, love to God

and ills fon Chrift Jefus. Love to God for his own divine

excellence, as well as for the beneficence of his hand, to

us—and love to Chrift, as being the " brightnels of his

father's glory, and the exprels image of his perfon.'V

The fmcere fervant of ChrilUovesboth his perfonand his

charatler. His foul is pleafed with him, as he is exhibi-

ted in the oracles of truth. *' He is the chief among ten

thoufund, and altogether lov^y" in his efteem.fl' He loves

alio his service : He efteems his laws to be altogether equal

and jull.—This is the native efFeil of his love to his per-

fon and his government: '' For this is the love of God, that

we keep his commandments, and his commandments are

not grievous.'V The love we bear to the perfon of Chrift,

in proportion to its prevalence, will not only induce us to

obedience, but render that obedience eafy and delightful

—

We delight to oblige thofe whom we love.

2. The good and faithful fervant of Chrift loves his feU
low servants—He confiders them as childrerrof the fame

common father with himfelf : and we read, that '' every

one that loveth him who begat, loveth him alfo who is be-

gotten of him./ He confiders them as redeemed by the

fame precious blood of Chrift ; and as the fubjeiSts of the

fame fanclifying and comforting influences of the fpirit of

grace, which are the commpn privilege of every true

Chriftian ; for " If an)<man have not the fpirit of Chrift,

he is none' of his."^ He confiders them as engaged in the

fame common caufe with himfelf; the advancement of

the kingdom of Chrift, and the illuftration of the honor of

God in our world, Thefe are the great ends the good and

faithful fervants of Chrift have in view, however they may

differ in fome of the modes of purfuing them. Yet this

difference does not forfeit their love, or deftroy their cha-

a Epb. iv. i8. b vcr. 2> 24. c Hcb. i. 3. cl Son^. v. lo, 16.

e I John V. 3. / I John v. 1. g Horru viii. 9.

^
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i-ity for each other. If the perfon whofe character I de-

fcribe, cannot agree to agree with his brethren, in denomi-

nation, or mode of worfliip, he will agree to differ wdth

tbem—He will agree they fhould think and aft for them-

felves, in matters of fuch infinite concern ; a priviiege he

juftly claims to hinifelf. And in how many things foever

the difciples of Chrift may differ in matters of lefier mo-

ment, they will all agree in loving their Mailer, his ho-

nor, his truth, and his fervice—They will agree in adorn-

ing their profefTion in all godlinefs of converfation.

Again—The good and faithful fervant confiders his

fellow-diiciples as in the fame vale of tears, and in the

fame ftate of imperfection and trial v/ith hirnfelf ; and,

therefore, that both they and he {land in need of mutual

fympathy, charity, and forbearance, one towards another.

In a word, he confiders them as heirs of the fame future

glory with himfelf ; as travelling to the fame " city, which

hath foundations, whofe builder and maker is God ;" and
that, therefore, they ought not to differ by the way.

Of fuch importance is this brotherly love, in the efli-

^nation of our Lord, that he not only enjoins it upon his

difciples as their duty, but as their diflinguiiliing and cha-

rafteriftic duty ; that duty which more ftrongly marks
their character as his difciples than almoflany other; and
that by which they are efpecially to diflinguifh themfelves

from the men of the world. You, therefore, hear him
fay, " A new commandment I give unto you, that ye
love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye alfo love

one another. By this fliall all men know that ye are my
difciples, if ye have love one to another."<7

3. Diligence in his Lord's work, is another ingredient

in the character of the good and faithful fervant. You
will eafily perceive the abfurdity of a good, and at the

fame time "a slothful fervant, in common life ; and it is

ftill more fo in the cafe before us. We all have our work
in life aflfigned us, in the courfe of a wife Providence: and

this is two fold, our general bufinefs as men and Chrif-

tians, and the fpecial bufinefs of our refpeClive flation?,

a John xiii. 34, 35.



1

8

Discourse on the dealh

Coth thefe are fruitful of a variety of duties, too nume-
rous to be recited in this place—They enibriice the whole

to)iij>afs of duty, both moral and j^oHtive, that we owe to

our God, our neighbour, or ourlclves. Nor is there a

fuigle ciiaracter wc fullain, or relation we bear, in either

of ihofe viciws, but what is the iource of important duties.

And if you conlider the variety and multiplicity of thefe

relations and connexions, you will readily perceive thefe

duties uiuilbe nuuierous, as well as important. But all

thefe are fo many claims on the diligence of the fervants

of Chrilt; ; fo many obligations on them to be " not floth-

iul in bufmefs, but fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord.'Vl

We mull be diligent too, that one duty may not interfere

with another, for every thing is beautiful in its feafon.

Again—Diligence is implied in the idea o^ faithful,

fiess ; for the fervant cannot be faithful who is not dili-

gent. No man ever employed a fervant lo run idle ; nor

can any thing be more contrary to the defign for which

Heaven has made us, than a life ofiloth and idlenefs, un-

kfs it be a life of open and undifguifed prophanenefs.

The author of our lives has fuiTiciently marked the great

end for which he made us, upon the aclive powers with

which he has endowed us—And this diligeuce is to be

particularly employed in die difcharge of the duties of our

ieveral ftations in life. This is one way, among others, by
which we are to bring forth fruit to' the honor of our Lord.
*•' And herein," faith our Saviour, " is my father glorified,

that you bear much fruit ; fo ihall ye be my difciples/'Z'

4. Tlie good and faithful fervant has a sincere regard

to bis maslcr's honor, -^liis is the end at which he willies

and ftudies to aim in all his adlions : agreeably to the

Divine command, " Whether ye eat or drink, or whatfo-

cver ye do, do all to the glory of God.'V And in this the

iervant of Chrift accords with his mailer: the great end

of whole incarnation, atonement, and intercellion, on the

behalf ot fmners, w^as, the illuftration of God's declarative

glory. He undertook the vindication of the characler and

governir nt of God, from the contempt fni had call upon

c W \..\Wi \\\. tj. h John XV. 8. c 1 Cor. x. 31.
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them ; and in this he fully fucceeded, and appeals to his

father, that fo he had done—" I have glorified thee on the

earth; I have finiflied the workv/hich thou gaveil nie to

^Q.''''a You will perceive, then, that to aim at the honor
of God, as the higheil end of all our adlions, is, in a capi.

tal inftance, to have the " fame mind in us, which was al-

fo in Chrill Jefus, our Lord.''^ The true lervant of Chriir

regards the honor both of his character and of his perfou.

By the honor of Chrill's charadler, 1 mean his honor as me-
diator

; particularly as the great atonement for fin, and as

our interceflbr at his father's right hand. But to honor
Chrill under this character, in a proper manner, is not on-

ly to profefs our firm faith in thele doctrines, but to accept

him as the Lord our righteoufnefs ; it is to trufl in the

merit of his atonement, as the fole ground of our accep-

tance in the fight of God—Thus the good and faithful fer-

vant of Chrift puts the higheil honor in his power upon
him, in the charadter of a Saviour. He pradlically rilks

his very falvation on his ability, fuitablenefs, and. vvilling-

nefs to fave him.

1 fhall mention but one ingredient more in the charac-

ter I am at prefent illufi:rating, and that is,

5. Faithfulness mlht difcharge of the duties of life.

The charader under which our text reprefents the fervants

of Chrifl, is that Oi stewards, with whom their Lord had
entrufied his goods ; to fome he gave more, and to others

lefs, to trade withall. But the ApolUe tells us, " That it

is required in llewards, that a man be found fattbfiil.'"c

And you will pleafe to obferve, our text exprefsly lliies the

true difciple of Chrifl, " a good and faithful fervant."

This faithfulnefs confifis, principally, in a confcientious

fincerity and diligence in filling up the duties of our feve-

ral Rations and charadters in life, and the great rule by
which we are to acl, is the will of our Lord and Mailer.

Thus much for the chara6ler of the good and faithful

fervant.

Let us now proceed to enquire,

a John XV ii. 4. /-' Phil. ii. 5. c \ Cor. i' .
-
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II. What is the nature of that reward promifed in our

text to all fuch good and faithful lervants ?

And, as it is here defcribed, it implies, principally, the

four following things :

1. The acceptance oftheir persons with God.—This is

implied in the charadler he'-e given them, and reprefented

in the parable, as given them by their Lord, when he calls

them to give an account of their ftewardfliip, good and

Jaithful seri^ants. And you will pleafe farther to obferve,

they are not only acknowledged as good and faithful, but

received with a " Well done, ye good and faithful fer-

vants." This, indeed, chiefly imports an approbation of

their condutft : but it is no lefs exprefiive of the accep-

tance of their perfons.

But to eftimate this blefiing in a proper manner, it is

neceffary to recolledt, that as fmuers, we had forfeited all

right to this acceptance with God, and juftly merited his

fevere difpleafure. That \\t deferve nothing but indig-

nation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh, from him,

throughout an immortality of woe. Yea, that fuch is the

nature of the forfeiture we have made of the Divine favor ;

and inch the juflice of the fentence that binds us down to

JufTer his difpleafure, that it appears not to ha'ue been com-
patable v/iththe honor of God, to reverfe the fentence and
reftore the fmner to favor, without an adequate fatisfaftion.

And the price paid for this blefTing, the precious blood of

the Son of God, greatly contributes to enhance its value.

But how rich the mercy, for an heir of Hell to become, in

this way, " an heir of God, and a joint heir with Chrifl

Jefus !*' ^
2. It implies ^X^t approbation and acceptance of their

.?fr'y/V<f5ybr Gor/, and his caufe in the world. Every in-

dividual among them fliall be received with a " Well
done,(2 thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been faith-

lul over a few things.'' Language cannot exprefs the ap-

probation of the great Judge ofquick and dead, in Itronger

t^rms. But did our time admit of coniidering the many

a The original word Ev, here reiulereJ " well done,*' has a force

.
thiii cannot b- fully expreiVed in our language.
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impevfeftions that attend the very bed fervices performed

by the holieft of our Lord's fervants, for him, hov^ deeply

ibined they are widi guilt, it would lerve, not a little, to

illuilrate the riches of that reward conferred upon them,

in this acceptance of their fervices for him. And this far-

ther fuggells, what it is of importance to attend to, that

this acceptance of our perfons and fervices, when we come
to (land before unblemiflied purity, is not of merit, but of

grace, through the atonement and interceffion of the Di-

vine Mediator. " It is to the praife of the glory of his

grace., that he makes us accepted in the beloved, "<? But
it is not the lefs certain, for its being of grace.

This acceptance of our perfons and fervices, is of itfelf

a high reward, for all we have ever done, or can do, for

God, while in this life, where there none other : but thl^

is not all—for,

3. This reward implies actual and superadded honors.,

conferred upon the faithful fervants of Chrill, in the great

day of God. This is the import of " Thou hall been faith-

ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things." What the nature of thefe honors Ihall be, v/e

are not fo clearly taught. Two things, however, feem to

be plain refpefting them, in the facred oracles, namely,

That they Ihall bear Ibme proportion to our faithfulnefs

and diligence in our Lord's fervice here—and that they

iliall be great.

They Ihail bear fome proportion to our diligence and
faithfulnefs in our Lord's fervice in this life. We read,

" There is one glory of the fun, and another glory of the

moon, and anothc glory of the (lars : for one liar difler-

eth from another in glory—So alfo is the refurre6lion of

the dead."^ Thefe words plainly point us to a difference in

the degrees of that glory which Ihall be conferred on the

feveral fervants of Chrift;, in the day when he Ihall finilli

the mediatorial iyilem, by raifmg the dead, and judging

the world in righteoufnefs. They Ihall differ as the fun

differs from the moon, and the moon from the flars, and
the liars one from another. But the ground of this differ-

a Eoheiia-js i. 6. h i Cor. xr.-4i) 42.

Vol. I. ' G
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cnce will be, the zeal, the diligence, and the faithfulnsfs

with which his fervants have ferved him in this lite. I

may not lay their fuccefs will have no influence on this

difFerence of reward : for we read, " That they who turn

many to ri^hteoufnefs, fliall fhine as the ftars, forever and

ever."rt But when we conlider that it is an a6t of mere

foverei;;^nty in God, whether he will fucceed the faithful

labors of his fervants, yea, or not, it is not fo confonant to

our ideas of equity, to make it an equal ground of diftin-

guifhed honors, with thofe things that are voluntary in us,

as our faithful ncfs and diligence, in a great meafure are.

Befides, this would be to weaken, if not to deftro}^ the en-

couragement to diligence and faithfulnefs, arifing from

thofe promifes of reward to them, fo frequent in the ora-

cles of truth ; efpecially as the moft diligent and faithful

lervants of Chrifl, are not always the rnoft fuccefsful. And
it farther deferves our notice that the reward conferred, in

our text, on the good fervant, is founded, not on his suc-

cess but on his fliithfulnefs ;
" Thou hafi: been faithful

over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things."

I fhall only add, under this particular, that the parable

of the ten pounds, entruiled by their Lord to the ten fer-

vants, which you have in the nineteenth chapter of the

Gofpel by LAike, fufficiently demonllrates, that the rewards

that lliall be conferred on the fervants of Chrift at lafl,

will not only differ in their degrees of honor, but that this

honor, fliall bear a proportion to their diligence and faith-

fulnefs for him in this life. They each one received one

pound a piece, as you may perceive by reading the para-

ble. Of thefe, one, by his diligence and faithfulnefs, had

gained ten pounds and he is made ruler over ten cities.

—Another by his diligence, had gained five pounds, and

he is made ruler over five cities.

You will pleafe to pbferve, the fums entrufled to thefe

fervants were the, fame ; but the improvement is repre-

fented as diflerent, and that the difference in the reward is

proportioned to the difiercnce in the improvement.

a Daniel xii. -;.
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The loweft degree, however, of this reward fliall be ve-

ry great to thofe who receive it. This appears, from the

images ufed in Scripture, to illuilrate its nature. It is

compared to, it is illultrated by, all the glories of royalty.

Hence we read of " a crown of righteoufnefs,"i7 and of" a

cvowm ofglory ^ that fadeth not away,"^ that Ihall be con-

ferred upon all the fmcere difciples of Chrifl. Of a throne^

and their sitting upon that throne ;
" To him that over-

cometh, will I grant to fit with me on my throne, even as

I alfo overcame, and am fet down with my Father in his

throne."^ We alfo read of a kingdom^ and their entering

on the poffeffion of that kingdom •. Come ye blcfled of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world. "^^ Agreeably to this, the good

and faithful fervarits of Chrift are faid to be made kings

and priests unto God.(? But a throne, a crown, and a king-

dom, are the fummit of earthly grandeur, the utmofi: reach

of human achievement. And yet thefe, all thefe, fall in-

finitely lliort of the bleffednefs and honors in fare referve

for thofe whofe charadler I have defcribed : for it is writ-

ten, " Eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither have

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath

prepared for them that love him,''/

4. The reward in our text includesthe most consummate
happiness^ in the immediate presence and fruition of a
God in Christ. This is imported in that phrafe, " En-
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord." Thefe are literally,

'' Joys unfpeakable, and full of glory." They include all

that happinefs that is derived to the fpirits of juft men
made perfedt^ from the cleareft knowledge of a God in

Chrill ; from the mofl perfedl conformity to him, and tlie

fuUefl enjoyment of him. By the clearest knowledge of

a God in Chrift, I do not mean a perfect knowledge of

him ; for " Who, by fearching, can find out God, or know
the Almighty to perfeftion V'g But I mean the fullelt

knowledge of him, that the then enlarged and daily en-

larging capacity can poffibly receive ; and which, when

a 2 Tim. iv. 8. b i Pet. v. 4. c Rev. iii, 21. d M.it. . . ,.,

€ Rev. 1. 6t f I Cor. ii. g. ,5- Job :<i. 7.
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compared with our prefent knowledge, will be in a fenfe

perfeft. The clearnefs, precifion, extent, and fatisfac-

tory nature of this knowledeje, are exprefled, in Scripture,

by " Teeing no more darkly through a glals, but face to

face ; and knowing even as alfo we are known/'t? And
by the itiong expreffive phrafe of" feeing God's facc,''/^

This knowledge of God, efpecially as fliining in the

face of Chrill, is one principal fourre of that ccnfummate

happinefs, enjoyed by glorified fpirits. Tliey know him

as their God and portion, and as fach their delightful ex-

perience recognizes and realizes him. That is an in-

Itrufti'vC and emphatical phrafe, as it lies in the original,

Rev. xxi. 3. lail claufe—which literally rendg'ed, runs

thus, " And God himfelf fliall be with them, their God;"
that is, exhibiting and maniiefting himfelf to them, as

their God, in all the ways that their fouls, now arrived at

the maturity of their exillence both in a natural and

iTioral view, can poffibly admit. Every power of the

matured mind fliall be an avenue, through which bleffed-

nefs fhail flow into it, from God, the fountain of bleffed-

nefs, throughout an unwailing immortality.

I may not, I dare not undertake to defcribe the nature

oF this happinefs. I fliall only obferve refpeQing it, that

our text itiles it " the joy of our Lord"—" Enter thou

into the joy of thy Lord"—This, no doubt, means the joy

of our Lord Chrifl.

It is the joy of our Lord, because it has been purchased

b'} him. 1 'lis refle6l-s a peculiar glory upon it, in the

ellimation of the fpirits of juil men made perfect; it in-

fufes a divine and ex(^ifite reliPn into it—to this accords

their fong to him, " Thou ^rt worthy to take the book, and

to open the feals thereof: for thou wafl: flain, and liaft re-

deemed us to God by thy bloody out of every kindred, and

tongue, and people, and nation.'V

Again—It is tlie joy of our Lord, because Chi ist, our

Lord, has taken jjussession of it in the name of his people

>—Some of his lail words to his difciples were, " 1 go to

prepare a place for you."^ IJe rofe from the dead and

1 Cor. xili. !2. b Rev. ::/.ii. 6. c Rev. v. 9. d John xiv. 2.

»>
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afcended to glory, not in the character of a private perfon,

but as the covenant head and reprelentative of his people
•—This is the chara(^er in which " he has entered into

Heaven, as the forerunner for ns."(^

It is alfo the joy cf our Lord, becaufe it is derhcdfrom
God, to the happy subjects thereof through Jesus Christy

as tiie bond of their union ivith kim^ and the jnedium of
their intercourse with him—And this will continue to be

the cafe throughout a blefled immortality.

And, laftly, it is the joy of our Lord, becaufe it is a joy

of the same kind with that which the glorified human na-

ture of our Lord himself shares ; fo far as they ihall be

capable of it—What lefs than this can be the import of

that ftrong plirafe, " Heirs of God, d.nd joint heirs with

Chrift."/' Nor is this all, they fliall enjoy it in the fame
manfions of bleifednefs, which he himfelf inhabits. This
is his promife to them, " I will come again, and receive

you unto myfelf, that where I am, there ye may be airo."t;

And his availing prayer for them is, " Father, I will, that

they alfo whom thou hafi: given me, be with tne where I
am^ that they may behold my glory vvhich thou haft given

me."^ Agreeably to v/hich, we read, " They Ihall ever

be with the Lord.'V

And nov/ from all this, you will not hefitate to conclude,

that this joy mufl: be a compleat and an everlafting joy.

And, what can it be more ?

My brethren, you will eafily perceive this fubje6t

teaches us the nature of the religion of Jefus Chrifl. It

forms its happy fubjefts to a proper temper and a proper
conduct tov/ards God and their neighbors. It makes
them good and faithful fervants to their Mafler, who is in

Heaven. It teaches them their duty, and inclines and
enables them to comply with it. Its doctrines and pre-

cepts, its promifes and threatenings, are pov/erful princi-

l^les of aclion. Thus it is that divine truth fandtifies the

human heart, agreeably to our Lord's prayer, " Sandify
them through the truth ; t!iy word is truth."/

c Heb. vi. ;o. b Rom. viii. 17. c John xlv. 3. d John xvii. ^4.

e I Thefi". iv. 17. / Jolui xvii. it.
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You v/ill farther obferve, this religion not only teaches

ris our duty, and forms us to it, but rewards us, in the

moll glorious manner, for this our very duty—Rewards

us with an immortality of bleffednefs, in tiie full enjoy-

ment of the' Father of our Spirits. How grand, intereft-

ing, and dignified the fcenes it opens beyond the grave !

Do any of thofe jyllems of morality, which the fons of

infidelity wilh to ellabliih, independent of the facred Scrip-

tures, furnifh fuch motives to virtue ? Motives fo rational,

and fo calculated to influence ? It is revelation alone that

pulhes its incentives beyond the grave ; that puflies them

home to the inmoll feelings of the human heart; diat

embraces every fpring of adion, even the molt fecret ;

and touches them in the moll tenrler, juft, and energetic

manner.

Again—This fubje(5l fu<?gefts matter of great encou-

ragement to the people of God, and efpecially to the mi-

nillers of Chril\ to be faithful and diligent in the work

ailigned them in life. Our Lord marks, with an omni-

Icient eye, all our conduil: towards hiqi ; and while he

reprehends our floth and unfaithful nefs, he encourages

and rewards our nieanell fervices for him. "• A cup of

cold water given to a difciple, in the name of a difciple,"

he allures us, " Ihall in no wife lofe its reward."^ Let

us, then, fliake ofl" our floth : let us up and be doing

:

Our work is great; our tiuie is fliort, and our reward

glorious ; Nor is there a fmgle Chriflian, however private

his ftation or obfcure his character, but what may, fome

how or other, I'erve the interefls of his Lord in the world.

This he may do by a confcientiousdifcharge of the duties

of the devout, but efpecially of the duties of the focial life.

This will exhibit religion in a jud point of light to the

furrounding world, and glorify our Father who is in

Heaven.

Thev may alfo be ufeful in and by the duty of prayer

;

fecret and family prayer. Our God is a God who hears

prayer ; and lie, no doubt, Iheds many a bleffnig on his

minificrs, on his church, on the commonwealth, and ori

a Maitl). /:.-40.
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the world, in anfvver to the prayers of his humble, though

obfcure friends. " Therefore, my beIo\'ed brethren, fee-

ing God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor

of love"—" Let us be ftedfaft, unmoveable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, forafmuch as we know
our labor is not in vain in the Lord."

But it is time I fliould haften to obferve, that this fubje6t

ftrongly applies to the occafion of my addreuing you this

day—The death of that venerable man of God, who
prefided, with fo much dignity, over this inftitution for

twenty-fix years.

This great man was defcended from a refpeclable pa-

rentage ; which had long poffeifed a confiderable landed

property in the eafl of Scotland. His father was minif-

ter of the parifh of Yefter, a few miles from Edinburgh,

where he was born on the fifth day of February, 1722.

a

This worthy man was eminent for his piety, his literature

and for a habit of extreme accuracy in all his writings and
difcourfes. This example contributed not a little to form

in his fon that tafte and that love of accuracy, united

with a noble fimplicity, for which he was fo diflinguiflied

through his whole life. He was fenr, very young, to

the public fchool at Haddington ; His fath.er fpared nei-

ther expence nor pains in his education. There he foon

a Dr. "Withe iTpoon was lineally defcended from that eminent man
ot Gud, the Rev. Mr. John Knox, whom Dr. Rohertlon Hilcs, _" The
piime inllrLiment of fpieading- and eflablifliing the refi,rnied rcligio:i

in Scotland." The genius, learning, piety, zeal, and intrepidity of

this great man, rendered him fingiilarly qualiiied for the dillinguiihed

part he bore in that interefting event. It is recorded of Mary,
()£ecn of Scots, that (lie laid, '< She was more afraid of John Knox's
prnyers, than of an army of ten thoufand men." Worn out by in-

cefTant labors, he died on the 27th day of November, 1572, in the

67th year of his age. The Earl of Morton, then Regcrnt of Scotland,

who attended his funeral, pronounced his eulogium in a few words;
the more honorable for Mr. Knoz, fays the above hil^orian, as they

came from one whom he had often cenfured, with peculiar feverity»

" Here lies HE who never feared the face of man." Mr, Knox's
daughter Elizabeth married the famous Mr. John Weld), v.hoUrcng-
ly relemi)led his father-in-law in genius, charaAer, and ufefulnefs in

the church : And iu this line ^x. Wilherfpoon deicendsd from this

honorable anceRrv.
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acquired reputation for his iiflidui':y iii his Rudies, and

lor a native foundnclb of judgment, and clearnefs and
quicknefs of conception among his fchool-fellows ; many
of whom have fmcc filled the higheft llations in the lite-

rary and political world.

At the age of fourteen he was removed to the imiver-

fity of Edinburgh. Here he continued, attending the

dillerent profelTors, v/ith a high degree of credit, in all the

branches of learning, until the age of twenty-one, when
he was licenfed to preach the gol'pel. In the theological

]:all, particularly, he v. as remarked for a mod judicious

talle in facred criticifm, and for a precifion of idea and
'perlpicuity of exprefuon rarely attained at that early pe-

liod.

Immediately on his leaving the univerfity, he was invi-

ted to be afiiftant minifier with his father, with the right of

iucceiTion to the charge. But he chofe rather to accept

an invitation from the parifh of Beith, in the wefl of Scot-

land. Here he was ordained to the work of the gofpel

miniflry, and fettled with the univerfal acquiefcence, and
even with the fervent attachment of the people : A cir-

cumflance which, under the patronage that unhappily ex-

ills in that church, is but too rarely the cafe in the fettle-

ment of their clergy. His character as a preacher, v/hicli

rendered him fo acceptable and popular, will come more
naturally before us in another place. Let it fuOice to re-

mark here, that always interelling and inftru(51:ive in the

pulpit, he was alTiduous in the difcharge of every paro-

chial duty wliCn out of it. And his preaching generally

turned on thofe great, diitinguilhing and practical truths

of the gofpel, v;hic!"i, in every Chrillian country, moft af-

feA and attach the hearts of the great body of the people.

From Eeith he was, after a few years, tranflated to the

large and flourifhing tov/n of Paifi}^ fo celebrated for its

various and fine manufadlures.—Here he refidcd in the

height of reputation and ufefulnefs ; and riveted in the

aflcdlions of his people and his fellow-citizens, when he

was called to the prefidency of this college.

During his refidence at Paifly, he was invited to Dub-

lin, in Ireland, to alfume the charge of a numerous and
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refpe6\ab]e congreoation in that city. He was alfo called

to Rotterdam, in the Republic of the United Provinces—

•

and to the town of Dundee, in his own country. But he

could not be induced to quit a fphere oFHich refpeftabili-

ty, comfort, and ulefulners. He rejefted alfo, in the firlt

inftance, the invitation of the truftees of this college. He
thought it alinofl impoffible for him to break conne£lions

at home, that had been lb long endeared to him—to vio-

late all the attachments and habits of the female part of

his family—to leave the fcene of his happinefs, and honor

—and in his middle career, to bury himfelf, as he appre-

hended, in a new and dlilant country. - -

But warmly urged by all thofe friends whofe judgment
he mod refpefted, and whofe friendftiip he inofl efleemed

—and hoping that he might repay his facriiices, by grea-

ter ufefulnefs to the caufe of the Redeemer, and to the in-

terefls of learning, in this new world—and knowing that

this inflitution had been confecrated, from its foundation

to thofe great objefts to which he had devoted his life, he
finally confented, on a fecond application, to wave every
other confideration, to crofs the ocean, and to take among
lis that important charge to which he had been called,

with the concurrent wiflies, and the highefl expeiStations

of all the friends of the college,^^ Their expectations have
not been difappoihted. Its reputation and fuccefs, under
his adminiflration, have been equal to our moft fanguine

hopes.

Almofl: the firft benefit v/hich it received, bcfides the

eclat and the acceffions of fludents procured to it by the

fame of his literary characler, Vias the augmentation of its

a Y),-. Vv^'itherfpoon arrived witii his family at Princeton in the

month of Au,2;'iift, 176S. He was the fi::th Prefident of the (xjllege,

finceits foiii^dHtion in the year 1746. His predecclTors were, the Rev.
ATefTrs. Jonathan DickenOni, A^ron Burr, Jonathan Edwards, Samuel
Davies, and Dr. Samuel Finlev—Men defervedlv celebrated for gcni-

us, learning", and piety. Mr. Dickenfon and Mr. Edvvards were ad-

vanced in life when chofen to the prefidency.

Not long before Dr. Witherfpoon left Scotland, and wliile in T..-

peuce refpecling his duty, a gentkman, poffelTed of a confiderable pt;:'-

perty, an old bachelor, and a relation of the family, promifed to make
him his heir, if he would not go to America.

Vol. L D
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funds. The college has never enjoyed any refources

from the ftate.^ It was founded, and has been fupported

wholly by private liberality and zeal. And its ftnances,

from a variety oi'caufes, were in a lov/ and declining con-

dition, at the period when Dr. Witherfpoon arrived in

America. But his reputation excited an uncommon li-

berality in the public ; awd his perlbnal exertions, extend-

ed from Maffachufetts to Virginia, foon raifed its funds

to a flourilhing ftate. The v/ar of the revolution, indeed,

afterwards, proftrated every thing, and almoli: annihilated

its refources
; yet we cannot but with gratitude recollect,

how much the inftilution owed, at that time, to his enter-

prize and his talents.

But the principal advantages it derived, wete from his

literature ; his fuperintendency ; his example as a happy
model ofgood writing ; and from the tone and tafle which
he gave to the literary purfuits of the college.

In giving the outlines of the character of this ijreat man,
for T attempt no more, I fliall begin with obferving, that

perhaps his {)rincipal merit apj^eared in the pulpit. He
was, in many relpe6ls, one of the bed models on which a

young preacher could form himfelf. It was a fmgular fe-

licity to the whole college, but efpecially to ihofe who had

the profeffion of the miniflry in view, to have fuch an ex-

ample conftantly before them. Religion, by the manner
in which it was treated by him, always commanded the

refpedt of thofe who heard him, even when it was not able

to engage their hearts. An admirable textuary, a pro-

found theologian, perfpicuous and fimple in his manner;
an univerfal fcholary^cquainted deeply with human na-

ture ; a grave, dignified, and folemn fpeaker, he brought

all the advantages derived from theie fources to the illuf-

tration and enforcement of divine truth. Though not a

fervent and animated orator,^ he was always a folenui, af-

a Since this Icimon was delivered, the college has been favored with

a haiidlbine donation from the Ltgillature of New Jerfey.

h A peculiar aireclion of his nerves, which always overcame him
when he allowed liimfelf to feel vcty fervently on any fubjeft, obliged

him, from his earlicft entrance on public life, to impole a ftricl rellraint

>
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feeing, and inflruftive preacher. It was impofTible to

hear him without attention, or to attend to him without

improvement. He had a happy talent at unfolding the

flri£t and proper meaning of the lacred writer, in any text

from which he chofe to difcourfe : at concentrating and

giving perfeft unity to every fubje(5l which he treated

;

and prefenting to the hearer the moft clear and compre-

henfive views of it. His fermons were diftinguiflied for

their judicious and perfpicuous divifions—for mingling

profound remarks on human life, along with the illuftrati-

on of divine truth—and for the lucid order that reigned

through the whole. In his difcourfes, he loved to dwell

chiefly on the great do6lrines of divine grace, and on the

diftinguilliing truths of the gofpel. Thefe he brought, as

fiir as poiTible, to the level of every underftanding, and
the feeling of every heart. He feldom chofe to lead his

hearers into fpeculative difcuffions, and never to entertain

them by a mere difplay of talents. All oftentation in the

pulpit, he viewed with the utmoft averfion and contempt.

During the whole of hisprefidency, he was extremely foli-

citous to train thofe lludious yoi'iths, who had the minillry

of the gofpel in view, in fuch a manner, as to fccure the

greateft refpeftability, as well as ufefulnefs, in that holy

profeffion. It was his conllant advice to young preachers,

never to enter the pulpit without the moil careful prepara-

tion. It was his ambition and his hope, to rendc/ the fa-

cred miniftry the moft learned, as well as the mod pious

and exemplary body ofmen in the Republic.

As a writer, his Itile is frniple and comprehenfive—his

remarks judicioijs, and often refined—his information, on

a'>:d guard upon liis reiiCbility. He was, therefore, under the necefli-

ty of fubftituting gravity and ferioufnefs of manner, in public fpeaking,

in the room of that fire and warmth, of which he was well capable, by

nature ; and which he io much admired in others, wlien managed with

prudence.

He never read his fermons, nor ufed fo much as flTjrt notes, in the

pulpit. His praclice was, to write his fermons at full length, and com-

mit them to memory ; but not confine himielf to th(" precife words be

bad penned. He often took great liberties, in the delivery of his dif-

courfes, to alter, add to, or abridge what he had written ; but this ne-

ver infringed upon the ftiidefi, accuracy.
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every fuhje(ft which he treats, accurate and extenfjve—his

matter always weighty and important—clolely conden-

fed, and yet well arranged and clear. Simplicity, per-

fpicLiity, precifion, comprehenfion of thought, and know-
ledge of the world, and of the human heart, reign in every

pan of his writino^s. Three volumes of efTays, and two
offermons, beiides feveral detached difcourfes, already

pubiifhec—and treating chiefly on the mofl important

and practical fubje(fls in religion—have defervedly ex-

tended his reputation, not only through Britain, Ireland

and America, but through moft of the proteflant, coun-

tries of Europe. His remarks on the nature and efiedls

of the flage, enter deeply into the human heart. ^ We find

there manv refined obfcrvations, after the example of the

Meffieurs de Port-Royal in France, not obvious to ordi-

nary minds, but perfeiSlly founded in the hiflory of man,
and the flate of fociety. The pernicious influence of that

amr.fementon the public tafte and morals, was, perhaps,

never more clearly elucidated. On the following inter-

efting fub;e6ls, the nature and necessity ofgeneration—
Justification byfree grace ^ through Jesus Christ ; and the

impai'tance of truth in religion, or, the comiection that

subsists between sound principles and a holy practice^ there

is, perhaps, nothing fuperior in the Engiifn language.

But Dr. Witherfpoon's talents were various. He was
not only a ferious writer, but he poffelTed a fund of re-

fined humor, and delicate fatire. A happy fpecimen of

this is feen in his Ecclesiastical Characteristics. The
edge of his wit, in that performance, v/as direded againfl

certain corruptions in principle and practice ^evalent in

the Church of Scotland. And no attack that wl^s ever

made upon them, gave them ib deep a wound, or was fo

feverely felt. Di-. "Warburton, the celebrated Bifhop of

Gloucefter, mentions the Charafteriftics with particivlar

approbation, and exprtiTts his wilh, that the Englifli

church, as fhc needed one too, had likewlle fuch a cor-

•re£lor.

This may be the proper place to mention his general

character, as a m.embtr of tlie .councils and courts of the

church, and the nart particularly that he look In the eccle-
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fiaftical politics of his native country. The church of

Scotland was divided into two parties, with refpeft to their

ideas of ecclefia!lical difcipline. The one was willing to

confirm, and even extend the rights of patronage—the

other wifiied, ifpoffible, to abrogate, or at leafl: limit them,

and to extend the rights and influence of the people, in

the fettlement and removal of minifiers. The latter were

zealous for the doftrines of grace and the articles of reli-

gion, in all their flriftnefs, as contained in their national

confefiion of faith. The former were willing to allow a

greater latitude of opinion ; and they preached in a llile

that feemcd to the people lefs evangelical, and lefs affec-

ting to the heart and confcience, than that of their oppo-

nents. In their concern, likewife, to exempt the clergy

of their party from the unreafonable eiFefts of popular ca-

price, they too frequently protefted them againll the jull

complaints of the peopte. Thefe were ftiled moderate
men^ while their antagonifts were diftinguifned by the

name of the orthodox. Dr. Witherfpoon, in his church
politics, early and warmly embraced the fide of the ortho-

dox. This he did from conviction and a fenfe of duty ;

and, by degrees, acquired fuch an influence in their coun-

cils, that he was confidered at length as their head and
leader. Before he had acquired this influence, their coun-

cils were managed without union and addrefs, while the

meafures of the moderate party had, for a long time, been
conducted by fome of the greatefl; literary characters in the

nation. It had happened among the orthodox, as it of-

ten does among fcrupulous and confcientious men, who
are not verfed^in the affairs of the Vvorld, that each pui'-

fued inflexibly his own Oj/mion, as the dictate of an ho-

nell confcience. He could not hi induced to make any
modification of it, in order to accommodate it to the views
of others. Ke thought that all addrefs and policy, was
ufmg too much management with confcience. Hence re-

fulted difunion of meafures, and confequent defeat—But
Dr. Witherfpoon's enlarged mind did not refufe to com-
bine the %viidom ofthe cerpcnt Tcith the harmlessness of
ihc doi)e. He had, probably, the principal merit of cre-

ating among them union and harmony of delign ; of con^
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centrating their views, and giving fyftem to their opera-

%>ns. One day after caryin-j; fome important quelVions

in the general alleinbly, again II tlie celebrated Dr. Robert-

fon, who was at that time confidered as the leader of the

oppofite party, the latter faid to him, in a pleafant and

ea(y inanner, "• I think you have your men better difci-

plined than formerly." " Yes, replied Dr. Witherfpoon,

by urging your politics too far, you have compelled us to

beat you with your own weapons.'"

We have feen him in our own church- judicatories in

America, always upright in his views—remarkable for

his punduality in attending upon them—and able to feize

at otice the right point of view on every queflion—able

to difentangle the mofl enibarrafled fubjefts—clear and

conclufive in his reaibuings—and from habit in bufinefs,

as well as from a peculiar foundnefs of judgment, always

conducting every difcuffion to the moll fpeedy and deci-

Jive termination. The church has certainly loft in him,

one of her greateft lights ; and, if I may ufe the term in

ecclefiaftical affairs, one of her greateft politicians.

Before entering on his talents as a prefident, fufTer me,

in a fentence or two, to call to your niind his focial quali-

ties. When not engaged in the great and ferious bufinelf-

es of life, he was one of the mofl companionable of men.

Furniflied with a rich fund of anecdote, both amufing and

inftruftive, his moments of relaxation were as entertain-

ing, as his ferious ones were fraught with improvement.

One quality remarkable, and highly deferving imitation

in him was, bis attention toyoung persons.^ He never fuf-

fered an opportunity to efcape him of impartiijg the moft

ufeful advice to them, according to their circumftances,

v/hen they happened to be in his company. And this

v/us always done in fo agreeable a way, that they could

neither be inattentive to it, nor was it polTible to forger it.

On his ilomcflic virtues I fliall only lay, he was an af-

fedlionate hufoand, a tender parent, and a kind mafter ;

to which I may add, he was a fmcere and a warm friend.

—But, I haften to conlider him as a fcholar, and a direc-

tor of the fyftem of education in the college.

All univerfal fcholar himfelf, he endeavored to eftablifh
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the fyflem of education in this inftitution, upon the mod
extenfive and refpedlable bafis, that its iituation and its

finances would admit. Formerly, the courfe of inftruiStion

had been too fuperficial : and its metaphyfics and phl-

lofophy were too much tinflured with the dry and unin-

flrudtive forms of the fchoois. This, however, was by
no means to be imputed as a defeat, to thofe great and
excellent men, v.ho had prefided over the inftitution be-

fore him ; but rather to the recent origin of the country

—

the imperfection of its ftate of fociety—and to the ftate of

literature in it. Since his prefidency, mathematical fci-

ence has received an extenlion, that was not known be-

fore in the American feminaries. He introduced into

philofophy, all the moll liberal and modern improve-
ments of Europe. He extended the philofophical courfe

to embrace the general principles of policy and public

law : he incorporated with it found and rational meta-
phyfics—equally remote from the do6lrines of fatality

and contingency—from the barrennefs and dogmatifm of

the fchoois—and from the exceflive refinements of thofe

contradi6tory, but equally impious fefts of fcepticifm,

v\dio wholly deny the exiitence of matter, or maintain
that nothing but matter exifts in the univerfe.

He laid ihe foundation of a courfe of hiftory in the col-

lege—and the principles of tafte, and the rules of good
writing, were both happily explained by him, and exem-
plified in his manner. The mle o{ lear?iwg, if you will

allow me the phrafe, has been changed bvhim. Literary

inquiries and improvements have become more liberal,

more extenfive, and more profound. An admirable fa-

culty for governing, and exciting the emulation of the

young gentlemen under his care, contributed to give fuc-

cefs to all his defigns, for perfecting the courfe of inftruc-

tion. The numbers of men of diftinguifhed talents, in

the different liberal profeffions, in this country, who have
received the elements of their education under him,
teftify his fervices to the college. Under his aufpices

have been formed a large proportion of the clergy of

our church; and to his inftru6tions, America owc^.
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many c{ htr moR diHinguiilied patriots and legifia-

lors.^^

Thus lie ])roceeded, guiding with uncommon reputa-

tion and lucctTs tlie courfc of education in thin inflitution,

until the war of the American revolution Ibi'pendcd his

huK^tions and difperfed the college.

Here lie entered upon a new I'cene, and appeared in a

new charafter ; widely differing from any in which he

had been heretofore prefented to the public. \^et, here

alfo, he (lione with equal luflre ; and his talents as a le-

giflator and fenator ihcwed the extent and the variety of

the powers of his mind. There are few foreigners \\ho

can, Vvith fuch facility as he did, lay afide their prejudices,

and enter into the ideas and habits of a new country, and

a new flate of fociety. lie became almoft at once an

American, on his landing among us, and in the unjull

war which Great-Britain waged againfi us, he immedi-

ately adopted the views, and participated in the councils

of the Americans. Hisdiftinguiflied abilities foon point-

ed him out to the citizens of New-Jerfey, as one of the

niofl; proper delegates to that convention which formed

their republican conllitutiou. In diis refpeclable aifem-

bly he appeared, to the aflonillmient of all, the profeffors

of the law, as profound a c;z'i/ici?i, as he had before been

known to be ct. philosopher and divi?ic'.

From the revolutionary committees and conventions of

the ftate, he was fent, early in the year 1776, as a repre-

lentative of the people of New-Jerfey to the conprcfs of

United America ; he was feven years a member of diat

illulbious body, v^'hich, under Providence, in^e face of

innumerable di'fficullies and dangers, led us on to the ef-

tablilhment of our independence. Always firni in the

mod gloomy and formidable afpecls of public aflairs, and

always difcovering the grcateft reach and prefence oi

mind, in the mofl cmbarrailing fituations.

a More than thirty mtmbers of the Congirfs of United America,

fiiice i!ie fonnntion of tliat illiifliioiis body, Imve been funs of the col-

lege tf Xew-Ji-rffv ; and an)oiig tluTe, feme of their firf\ chaiaders

for lepiitatinn nnd urcfulncfs. Her fons have alfo filled, and now fill,

feme of the highcR offices in dijTeiCnt dates of the union.
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It is impoffible here to enter into all his political ideas.

It isbut JLillice however to obferve, tha^ on alinoft all fub-

jedts on which he differed from the majority of his brethren

in congrefs, his principles have been jtillified by the re-

lult. I Ihall ieledl only one or two examples. He con-

llantly oppofedthe expenfive mode of iupplying the army

by commission^ which was originally adopted ; and com-

bated it, until after along experience of its ill eftefts, he,

in conjunftion with a few firm and judicious alTociates,

prevailed to have it done by contract.^

He oppofed, at every emlflion after the firfl: or fecond,

and even hazarded his popularity for a time by the ftrenu-

oufnefs of his oppofition, that paper currency which gave

fuch a wound to public credit, and which would have de-

feated the revolution, if any thing could.^

In the ;ipformation of the original confederation, he

complained of the jealoufy and ambition of the individual

ftates, which were not willing to entruli: the general govern-

ment, with adequate powers for the common interell:. He
then pronounced inefficacy upon it. But he complained

and remonftrated in vain.c

a Congrefs at firft fupplled the army by ailo'ving a certain conimif-

fion per cent, on the raonies that the commiifioiieis expended. This

invited expence. At length thev were induced to agree to the mode
by contradl ; or allowing to the purchafer, a certain funi per ration.

b Inftead of emidions of an unfunded paper, beyond a certain quan-

tum, Dr. Witheripoon urged the propriety of making loans, and efta-

blifliing funds for the payment of the intereft ; which in the temper of

the public mind, he thought could then have been eafily effeiled. Ame-
rica has lince regretted that fhe had not puil'ued that policy. The
doctor afterwards, 'at the inflance of fome of the very gentle,men who
oppufed him in congrefs, publidied his ideas on the nature, value and
ufes of money, in one of the moft clear and judicious effays that, per-

haps, was ever written on the fubjefl.

c He particularly remonftrated againft the tardy, inefficient and
faithleis manner of providiag for the public exigencies and debts by

requifition on the feveral Rates, fie infided on the propriety and ne-

cellity, of the government of the union holding in its own hands the

entire regulation of commerce, and the revenues that might be derived

from that fource. Thefe he contended would be adequate to all the

TiVants of the United States, in a feafon of peace.

Vol. I. E
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Over-ruled however, at that time, in thefe and in other

obje£ls of importance, he had the fatisfaclion of hving to

fee America revert, in almofl every inllance, to his origi-

nal ideas—Ideas founded on a found and penetrating

judgment, and matured by deep refle6lion, and an ex-

tenfive obfervation of men and things. But I forbear to*>'

trace his political career farther ; and ihall only add here,

that while he was thus engaged in ferving his country in

the charadler of a chi/ian, he did NOT lay afide his ?n'i-

nistry. He gladly embraced every opportunity of preach-

ing, and of difcharging the other duties of his office, as a

gofpel mini Her. This he confidered as his highell cha-

rafter, and honor in life.

The college having been colle£led as foon as*poffible af-

ter its difperfion, inftrudion was recommenced under the

immediate care of the vice-prefident.a Dr. \^herlpoon's
name, however, continued to add celebrity to the infiitu-

tion ; and it has fully recovered its former reputation.

The glorious ftruggle for our liberties drawing to an ho-

norable period, and the doctor feeling age advancing up- •

on him, was defirous of refigning his place in congrefs ; and

would have fain retired, in a meafure from the burdens of

the college.

But notvvithftanding his wifh for repofe, he was indu-

ced, through his attachment to the inilitution, over which

he had lb long prefided, once more to crofs the ocean to

promote its benefit. The fruit of that voyage was not in-

a The reverend Dr. Sainuel S. Smith, who was uiianimoiifly chofe;!

Dr. Wilherlpoon's fuccelTor, on the iixth day of May, 1795. This

gentleman's charafler needs no eiih>giuin in this placed His feveral

publications, and particularly his ingenious eflay on " The cauies of

the variety of co:nplexion and figure of the human fpecies," delivered

before the Philolbphicdl Socfety, in Philadelphia, Februaiy 28th 1787*

affoid fufiuient teiiimony of his genius and learning. 1 he laft men-
tioned work has dininguilhed him in the eftimation of the literati, both

in Europe and America. As loon as it made its appearance in Europe,

it was read with avidity—it fliortly pafl'ed under more editions than

one in Great-Britain—it was tranilated into the French language, and

publifhed, with great eclat, at Paris—and has been fmce tranilated into

the German language, and publiflicd with annotations, by a profcGbr

of moral philofophy, in one of the univerftties of that empire.
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3eed anfwerable to our vvifhes ; but we are not the lefs in-

debted to hisenterprize and zeal.

After his return to this country, finding nothing to ob-

Il:ru6l his entering on that retirement, which was now be-

come more dear to liim ; he withdrew, in a great meafure,

except on fome important occafions, from the exercife of

thofe pubhc functions that were not immediately connect-

ed with the duties of his office, as prefident of the college,

or his character as a ruinifter of the gofpel.

Accullomed to order and regularity in bufmefs from

his youth, he perfevered in his attention to them through

his whole life. And I may add, there was nothing in

which his punctuality and exa6tnefs were more facredly

obferved, than in the devotional exercifes of the chriftiaii

life. Befides the daily devotions of the clofet, and the fa-

mily, it was his ftated practice to obferve the lall day of

every year, v/ith his family, as a day of falling, humiliation

and prayer : and it was alio his practice, to {et a-part days

for fecret falling and prayer, as occafion fuggelled.

Bodily infirmities began at length to come upon him.

For more than two years before his death, he was afflicted

with the lofs of fight ; which contributed to haflen the

progrefs of his other diforders. Thefe he bore with a pa-

tience, and even a cheerfulnefs, rarely to be met with, in

the moft eminent for wifdom and piety. Nor would his

a6tive mind, and his defire of ufefulnefs to the end, per-

mit him, even in this fituation, to defjll from the exercife

of his miniilry, and his duties in the college, as far as his

health and llrength would admit. He was frequently led

into the pulpit, both at home and abroad, during his blind-

nefs ; and alwliys acquitted himfelf with his ufual accura-

cy, and frequently, with more than his ufual folemnity and
animation. And we all recollect the propriety and dig-

nity widi which he prefided at the lall commencement.
He was bleft with the ufe of his reafoning powers to the

very lad.

At length, however, he funk under the accumulated
preffure of his infirmities ; and on the 15 th day ofNovem-
ber, 1794, in the feventy third year of his age, he retired

to his eternal reft, full of honor and full of days—there to
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receive the plaudit of his Lord, " well done thou good and
'4"aithful fervant, thou hall been faithful over a few things,
" be thou ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy

"of thy Lord."
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LETTER
TO THE

Reverend Mr. JAMES HE R FE T, &c.

Sir,

WHEN Christ our Saviour was about to go to his Fa*

ther, he told his disciples^ It" the world hate you, ye know that

it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world,

the world would love his own : but becaufe ye are not of the

world, but I have chofen you out of the world, therefore the

world hateth you. I am persuaded, that by this, he did not

only intend to forewarn the txvelve of the offence which that

generation woiddtake at the ignominy of the cross^ but also to

intimate^ that the case would be the same in all ages ; that his

doSirine zvoidd meet with great resistance and opposition^ and
that the temper andcharadler of his real disciples would be ve^

ry differentfrom the spirit that xvouldgenerally prevail in the

world. This hath been continually verifed in experience^

For as many in the highest stations, and of highest repute

for xvisdom in the xvorld, did set themselves against the gospel

at its first publication, so even where there is a nomincd pro-

fession of it, there is still an opposition to its doSlrines, in their

simplicity and purity, by the xvorld, that is to say, those who
have most sway in it, xuho are the most passionate admirers

of its fashions, and the most assiduous prosecutors of its ho*

710 rs andpleasiires.

It may be also observed, that there is sometim.es, perhaps
even generally, a sovereignty ofdivine pr ovidence in the choice

of the instruments employed in spreading the gospel. As, at

first, t-wehe illite,rate fishermen xvere chosen ; so, often since
that time, the 7.veakest and most unlikely have been pitched
upon, that our faith might not fland in the wifdom of men,
but in the power of God. Hence it frequently happens^ that
it is not only difficult to make men believe the gospel, but even
to persuade them to hear it. They are apt to despise and de-

ride the message, because of the meanness of the messenger, of
the homeliness of the terms in xvhich it is delivered. This is

particularly the case xvith the present age. From a certain

love ofease, and luxury of mind, they despise and trample upon
all instruSlions, xvhich have not something pleasing and insi*

nuating in their dress and fcrmi



44 LETTER.
Tou^Sir^ arc one of those happijfew^ who have been willing-

to consecrate the Jinest natural talents to the service of Christ

in the gospel, and are not ashamed of his cross. 2~ou have
been able to procure attention upon some subjects,from many
who -would hardly have given it to any other xvriter. This
hath 7nade me observe xvith particular attention, the effe6l of
your last performance, Theron and Afpaiio, the chara£lcr

given to it, and the objeSlions raised against it. And J have
alwaysJound, that the most specious and plausabic obje&io?i,

and that mostfrequeiitly made against the doctrine ofjustifica-
tion by imputed righteousness, has been in this case, as indeed
usually before, that it loosens tfie obligations to practice. This
is what I have particularly applied myself to refute in the fol-

lowing essaij, because I have rarely observed it done distinctly,

and atfull length, in any xvriter. And I have addressed it to

you, as a testijnony of my esteem of your excellent and usefid
rvritings, as a public declaration ofmy espousing the same sen-

timents as to the terms of our acceptance with God, and my
umbition ofcontributing some small assistance to the support

of the same glorious cause. It zvas also no small inducement
to it, that thereby it might appear to all, that no external dis-

tinSlio7is, or smaller dij/'erences, ought to be any hindrance, to

a cordicd esteem and affedlion among the sincere servants of
Qur common Master.

The greatest part ofwhatfollows wasfirst delivered in two
serinons ; but it is noxv thrown into theform ofan essay, lest

the despised title of a sermon should offend some, and that it

raight the better admit ofseveraladditions, both in the body ofthe
piece, and in the notes, xvhich could not have been so properly
delivered from a pulpit. Some of these regard the philoso-

phical principles which have of late been published among us,

of xvhich I propose, in a short time, a inuch fuller discussion,

as there is no xvay in xvhich the truths ofthe gospel are more
perverted than bxj what the apostle Paul calls Philofophy and
vain deceit, and oppolitions of fcience falfely fo called.

That your useful life may be prolonged, and thatxjou may
have the honor of contributing more and more to the conver~

iion ofsinners, and the edification and comfort of believers, is

the earnest prayer of.

Sir, .r

Your moft obedient

humble fervant,

y.w.
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Essay on Justification.

ALL the works and ways of God have fomethlng la

them myfterious, above the comprehenfioii of any
finite underftanding. As this is the cafe with his works
of creation and providence, there is no reafon to expe6\ it

fliould be otherwife in the aftonifhing method of the re-

demption of the world by Jefus Chrift. From this their

myllerious nature, or rather from the imperfect meafur«5

and degree in which they are revealed to us, they are ad-

mirably fitted for the trial of our ingenuity, humility and
fubjeftion. They are all of them, when ferioufly and
impartially enquired into, holy, juft and good ; but at the

fame time, not beyond the cavils and objeclions of meri

of prejudiced, perverfe and corrupt minds.

The apoftle Paul, in his epillle to the Romans, among
whom he had never been in perfon, at great length efta-

blifhes the fundamental dotStrine of the gofpel, that fmner,?

are juftified by tjie free grace of God, through the imputed
righteoufnefs of a Redeemer. To this dodrine men do
by nature make the ilrongeft oppofition, and are, with the

utmoil difficulty, brought to receive and apply it. We
may well fay of it in particular, what the fame apollle

fays of the truths of God in general, that " the natural
** man doth not receive them,"* It is therefore highly

necefiary to prevent or remove, as far as poffible, the ob-

jedlions that may be brought againft it by the art or ma-

*
.1 Cor. ii, 14.
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lice of Satan, avIio will, no doubt, bend the chief force of

all his engines againll this truth, knowing that the cordial

reception of it is a fure and efteQual, and indeed the only-

fare and effeiTtual means, of deflroying his power and
influence in the heart. Accordingly we find the apoflle,

in the fixlh chapter of the above-named epifile, and firfl

verfe, fuppofes an objedion made againft this dodlrine in

the following terms ;
" AVhat fhall we fay then ? fliall we

continue in fin, that grace may abound ?" To wliich he
anfwers, by rejefling tlie confequence with the iitmofl:

abhorrence, and in the llrongefl: manner affirming it to be
without any foundation.

From the introduction of this objedlion by the apoftle,

we may either infer, that there were, even inlhefe early

days, fome who branded the dodrine of redemption by
the free grace of God with this odious confequence ; or
that he by the infpiration of the Almighty, did forefee that

there fliould arife, in fome future periods of the Chrif-

tian church, adverfaries who would attempt to load it

with this imputation : or that the dotftrine is indeed lia-

ble, on a fuperficial view, to be abufed to this unhappy
purpofe, by the deceitful hearts of men who are wedded
to their lulls. It is probable that all the three obferva-

tions are jufl ; and the two lad render it a peculiarly pro-

per fubjedt for our attention and confideration at this

time, and in this age.

It is well known that there are many enemies of this

dortrine, of different charaders and of different princi-

ples, who all agree in affaulting it with this objedion

—

that it weakens the obligations to holinefs of life, by making
our juflification before God depend entirely upon the

righteoufnels and merit of another. And fo far, I think,

we mufl join a\ ith the adverfaries of this do6trine, as to

lay it down for a principle—that whatever belief or per-

fuafion, by its native and genuine tendency, weakens the

obligations to pradice, mud be falfe. And I will alfo

affert, in oppofition to fome modern infidels (though fome
may think that my caufe might avail itfelf of the contrary-

opinion) tliat a man's inward principle, or the perfuafion

of his mind, hath a neceffary and unavoidable influence
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upon his pra£lice.* -So that, if I am not able to fliew that

juftincation through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift,

is {o far from weakening the obHgations to holinefs, that,

on the contrary, the behef and reception of it, as its ne-

cefiary confequence, miifi: make men greater lovers of

purity and holinefs and fill them with a greater horror

of fm than any other perfuafion on the fame fubje6t, I am
content to give up the caufe.

I hope we may be indulged a candid hearing on this

fubjedt, as experience does not feem to be unfavorable to

tlie doftrine I am eflaying to defend. If it appeared in

hGt that its friends upon a fair and juft comparifon, were
more loofe in their practice than their adverfaries of any
of the oppofite opinions, it would be a ftrong prejudice

againft it ; or rather, if this were always the cafe, it would
be an unquefiionable evidence of its falfehood. But doth

not the contrary appear on the very face of the world ?

Are not the perfons who prjofefs to deny their own righte-

oufnefs, and hope for juftification through Chrifl, ordina-

rily the moft tender and fearful of finning themfelves,

and the mofl faithful and diligent in promoting the refor-

mation of others ? And do not all carelefs, profane and
fenfual livers, almofl: to a man, profefs themfelves enemies

to this doctrine ? I could almofh appeal to any one who
hath the lead experience of, or commerce with the world,

whether he would exped: to find, upon a ftrift fearch and
enquiry, the worfliip of God more conftantly attended,

the name of God more regularly called upon in families,

children and fervants more carefully inflrudled and more
dutifully governed, a greater freedom from levity, pro-

* That is to fay, fo far as it can be applied to praclice, and fo far

as it is real or prevalent above its oppofite; for there are many truths

of a religious nature which men think they believe f)metimes, but
whicli yet their corropt paffions often make them doubt of; and thefe ^
doubts are nine parts in ten of their lives obverfant to their minds, as

a vindication of their licentious praclice : jn fome fenl'e, fuch may be
faid to ai5l in contradiction to their principles; but they are principlt-s

either not really believed, or, which is the fame thing, not habitually

recolletJled ; and none can expedt that men will aft upon a prin«iple,

though once ever fo firmly believed, if it be forgotten^ or at the time

of adion entirely out of view.
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fanity, iinchaflity, pride, malice, or irtfincerit\' of conver-

fation, amongd the friends or enemies of this do6irine ? So
true is this, that they commonly have the appeHation of

the stricter sort given them, by which is certainly mider-

ftood, atleafl an apparent flri(^\nefs ol' life and manners.*
As therefore experience doth not hinder, or rather as it

warrants us to affirm, that thofe who expeft julliiicatioii

by free grace are, of all others, the molt holy in their

lives ; I propofe to fliew, that it mull be fo, and that this

is but the native fruit, and necefl'ary confequence of their

principles. "What has induced me to this attempt, is not

only the calumnies of enemies, but the weaknefs or

treachery of profefled friends. Thefe lafl: injure the truth

often, in two different ways. Some fpeak in Itich a man-
ner as to confirm and harden enemies in their ojjpofition to'

it : they ufe luch fafli and uncautious expreffions, as do in-

deed juftify the objection which the apollle rejefts with fo

great abhorrence ; and in the heat of their zeal againft

the felf-righteous legalitl, feem to flate themfelves as ene-

rgies, in every refpeft, to the law of God, which is holy,

juft and good. Others, on the contrary, defend it in fuch

a manner, as to deflroy the doftrine itfelf, and give fuch

interpretations of the word of God, as, if tliey were jull»

and known to be fo, the objedlion would never have been

raade, becaufe there would not have been fo much as an

occafion given to it.-j-

* I am not ignorant, that it is the ufiial reFiige of thofe who are

evidently dilTolute in their own lives, to alledge, that there is indeed

an appearance of tliis, hnt that it is no more than appearance, bein^

all hypocri!')'. It would be going out of the way to enter upon a large

refutation of this llander. 'i'herefore acknowledging, that, no di.ub:,

whatever number of hypocrites theie are in the world, and there are

too many, they muft heid amongU, or attach themfelves to the Ibcicty

of, the bed part of it ; I obfervc, that the general charge of hypocniy

is only thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart ; and by the

very luppofition, contrary to appearances, juflilied, for the mofl part,

by a. fteady perfeveraiice. Whereas, nfualiy the whole meiit of thoie

who bring the accuiatiori, is that of being uniformly wicked, and not

fo much as profefTing what it was tlicir irdifpenfable duty both to have

profeffcd and praclilsd.

f I have often thought, that there cannot he a ftronger argument,

that the explication commonly given- by Calvinifls, of the paifages ot
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But of all the pretended Chriflians, one fort are worthy

of the higheft contempt, who, acknowledging the truth

of this do61:rine, call it dangerous, and are backward to

teach or piibiifh it, left it fliould be abufed. Would fuch

weak, half-thinking mortals, be wifer than God? Hath

he publiflied it, and fliall we throw a veil over it, to re-

medy the rafhnefs of his proceeding ? Do the Scriptures

reveal, and are we backward to " teflify the gofpel of the

*' grace of God ?" All the works of God are capable of

being abufed ; that this may be fo likewife the apolile fup-

pofes. It is, however, not the lefs ufeful or important

;

only let us endeavor to vindicate it from the falfe charge

of favoring or encouraging licentioufnefs df life. This

I would willingly do in fuch a manner, as to affert

while I defend it ; to maintain the doctrine itfelf, while

I flievv not only its innocence, but its ufefulnefs in prac-

tice.

The words of the infpired apoftle are, " God forbid,

" how fliall we that are dead to fm, live any longer there-

*' in ? In which he affirms, that the grace of God abound-

ing in the gofpel, is fo far from being an encouragement

-to fm, that it deftroys the power of fin, and removes die

inclination to it, fo far as it prevails. The language is

very llrong, " We that are dead to fm."— It feems to put

us in mind of the total effeftual breach of relation between

a dead man, and the objeds with which he was formerly

connected in life : they are nothing to him, nor he to

them ; he neither loves them, needs them, nor ufes them.

So in proportion as the grace of God offered through

Chrift in the gofpel is received and applied, fin is morti-

fied in the heart ; thus fays the apolile elfewhere, '' Gcd
" forbid that I fliould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord
" Jefus Chrift, by which the world is crucified unto me,

fcripture on this fubjeftj is juft, than the apoflle's fuppofition of an ob-

jection of this nature arifing from it. For if the explication of fjme

others, were fuppofed to be the obvious meaning of the text, and were

fublHtiited in its room, as ali jufl delir.itions may be without inconve-

nience, the apoflle's words, " What ftiali we fay tlien ? (liall we con-

*' tinue in fui that grace may abound ?" woukl be quite unnatural and

s.bfurd.
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•

" and I unto the world."* This, \yhich is indeed the

language of the Scripture throughout, is not merely de-

nyiii;^ the accuiation, but efiablifhing th^ contrary truth,

the influence of this dodrine upon purity of heart and
life, which we find the apoftle alfo aflerting in the middle
of his reafoning upon the point, " Do we then make void
'^ the law through faith ? God forbid : yea, we eflablifh

'' the law.."f

In the profecution of this fubjeft, it will be neceflary,

nrft, in a few words, to (late that doQrine a^^ainft which
the objection is made. It may be delivered in Scripture-

Ian;4uage thus, " That all have finned, and comefliort of
'" the giory of God.—That every mouth muft be flopped,
''^ and all the world become guilty before God.—There-
" fore by the deeds of the law, there fhall be no fiefli judi-

" tied in his fight.-—But we are juiHfied freely by his
'-^ f;race, through the redemption that is in Chrift Jcfus :

—

'-' Whom God has fet forth as a propitiation, through faith

''- in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs, for the remif-
*"- lion of fins that are pall, through the forbearance of God.
t' —Where is boafling then ? It is excluded. By what

\x\x : of works ? Nay, but by the law of faith. There-

fore we conclude, that a- man is jullified b^,'; faith wiih-

- out the deeds of the lav/.—Moreover, the law entered,
<•' that the offence might abound ; but where fin abounded,
<•' grace did much more abound ; that as fin hath reigned
'•-' unto death, even I'o might grace reign through righteouf-

" nefs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord."

The dodrine aliel-ted in the above and other paflfages

of fcripture may be thus paraphrafed : that every intelli-

gent creature is under an .unchangeable and unalienable

obligation, perfedly to obey the whole law of God : that

ail men proceeding from Adam by ordinary genera,tion,

are the children of polluted parents, alienated in heart

from God, tranfgreflbrs of his holy law, inexcufable in this

tranfgrcfiion, and therefore expofed to the dreadful confc-

qusnces of his difpleafure ; that it was not agreeable to the

•I-'-IaUs of his vvifdom, holinefs and juftice, to forgive

* Gdl. vi. 14. t Horn. i;i. 31.
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their fms without an atonement or fatisfliction : and

therefore he/aifed up for them a Saviour, Jefus Chriil, who,

as the fecond Adam, perfectly fulfilled the v^^hole law, and

oiFered himfelf up a facrifice upon the crofs in their Head : .

that this his rightecufnefs is imputed to them, as, the fole

foundation of their jullification in the fight of a holy God,

and tlieir reception into his favor ; that the means of their

being interefted in this falvation, is a deep humiliation of

mind, confeffion of guilt and wretchednefs, denial ofthem-

felves, and acceptance of pardon and peace through Chrift

Jefus, which they neither have contributed to the procu-

ring, nor can contribute to the continuance of, by their

own merit ; but expect the renovation of their natures, to

be inclined and enabled to keep the commandments of

God as the work of the Spirit, and a part of the purchafe

of their Redeemer.*
This fliort account of the doftrine of the imputation of

Chrift's righteoufnefs will be further illulirated and ex-

plained in the progrefs of this difcourfe, intended to fliew,

that in thofe who do cordially embrace it, the obligations

to holinefs are not weakened, but flrengthened and con-

firmed. For this purpofe be pleafed to attend to the fol-

lowing obfervations ; in all of v/hich I defire it may be re-^

membered, even where not exprefsly mentioned, an oppo- '

fitibn is intended between the principles and views of ^ .

believer in Chrift, who refls his hope on his imputed righ-

teoufnefs, and thofe who a6l on any contrary principle.

* The Intelligent reader will prubably perceive, that I have expref-

fed the above doclrhie in fuch general terms, as net diRindly to talce

a part in the difTerdnces that are to be found among feme authors, as

to the way of explaining it, and particularly as to the nature of faith.

The reafon of my doing fo is, that 1 would willingly rather reconcile,

than widen thefe differences ; and because it is my firm periuafion, that

however fome think it jufteft, or wifell, or fafeft, toexpiefs themfelves

one way, and fome another, yet all who have a deep and real convic-

tion, that they are by nature in a loll flate, and under the wrath of God,
and that there is no falvation in any other but in Chrifl, are, if chcy un-
derflood one another, at bottom, or at leaR in all things any way ilia-

terial, entirely of the fame opinion. Accordingly tiie reader will, I

hope, find that the reafoning in the following page; may eafily be ap-

plied by them all without exception.-
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In the firft place, he who expedts jiiftifi'cation by the

impulecl righteoLiihcfs of Chrilt, hath the cleared and
llronged conviction of the obligation of the holy law of

God upon every reafonable creature, and of its extent and
purity. Tiiis will appear very evidently, if we confider

what it is that brings any perlbn to a belief or relifli of this

do6trine. It mull be a i'enfe of lin, and fear of deferved

wrath. Let us fearch out the caufe by tracing the efleds.

AVhence arifes the fear of wrath, or apprehenfion of God's

difpleafure ? Only from a :onvi6lion of guilt. And what
can produce a conviftion of guilt, but a {cn^Q of obliga-

tion ? This is manifeltly the doclrine of Scripture, which
teaches us, that " by the law is the knowledge of fin"

—

and that " the law is a Ichoolmafter to bring us To Chrill."

Thole who have none at all, or a very imperfect fenfe of

the obligation of the divine law, will never have the l^all

efteeni of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, which atones for their

tranfgreflion of it ; it mull appear to them to be foolifli-

nefs : whereas thofe who have a Itrong conviclion of the

juftice of the demand of the law, both eftcem and ufe the

plea of their Saviour's merit. Such alfo liave a ftrong

i'enfe of the extent and purity of the law of God, as well as

its obligation in general. Whilfl others confider nothing

as fin, but the groU'ell and rnofl notorious crimes, they are

d'jeply fenuble of the alienation of their hearts from God,
whom they are bound fupremely to love, and to whofe

glory they are obliged to be habitually and- univerlally

iubi'crvient.

Tliis convidioa of the oblig^ation of the divine law, fo

cilenliidly conne'3:ed with, or rather {a necelTarily previous

to, an acceptance of die imputed righteoufnefs of Chrifl:,

is evidently founded upon the relation of man to God, as

a creature to his Creator. This relation then continues,

and mud continue, unchangeable ; therefore the obliga-

tion founded upon it mull be unalienable ; and all thofe

who have once been fenfible of it, mufl continue to be fo,-

unlefs we fuppofe them blinded to the knowledge of God
as Creator, by the difcovery of his mercy in Chrifl the

Redeemer. But this is abfurd ; for the fubfcquent relation

Tif a fmner to God, us forgivtii and reconciled througU
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Chrift, never can take away, nay, never can alter his na-

tural relation as a creature, nor the obligation founded

upon it. Neither can it be conceived as confiflent with the

perfections of God, to abate the demands of his law ; tliat

is to fay, a perfedl conformity to his holy wilh* Every
the leaft deviation from it, by tranfgreffion, or negle6> of

duty, muft Hill be evil in itfelf, and mull Itiil be fccn, and
eileeraed to be fo by the God of truth, who cannot lie.

Now, is there any thing in the gofpel that hath the leall

tendency to leflen the fenfe of this obligation, after it hath

been once difcovered ? Very far from it ; on die contrarj'-,

all that Chrift hath done for the falvation of fmners, as

its immediate confequence, magnifies die law, and makes
it honorable.

Perhaps it may be thought, that the releafing a finner

from the fandtion of the law, or the punifliment incurred

* Since mention has been made of perfecfl conformity to the will of

God, or perfedl obedience to his law, as the duty of man, which is in-

deed the foundation of this whole dvclrine, I think it nect-ffary to ob-

ferve, that Tome deny this to be properly required of man, as his duty
ill the prefent fallen ftate, becaufe he is not able to perforin it. But
fuch do not feem to attend either to the meaning of perfedt obedience,

or to the nature or caufe of this inabilty. PerfeA obedie;ice is obe-

dience by any creature, to the utmoft extent of his natural powers,

E\'en in a ftate of innocence, the holy difpofitionsof Adam would not

have been equal in ftrength and aclivity to thofe of creatures of an
higher rank : but furely to love God, who is infinitely amiable, with
all the heart, and above all, to confecrate all his powers and faculties,

without exception, and without interniiflion, to God's fervice, muft be
undeniably the duty of every intelligent creature. And what fort of
inability are we under to pay this? Our natural faculties are furely as ft

for the fervice of God as for any bafer purpofe : the inability is only

moral, and lies wholly in the averfiou of our hearts from fuch employ-
ment. Does this then take away the guilt? Muft God relax his law
becaufe we are not willing to obey it ? Confult even mcdtrn philofo-

phers ; and fuch of thffhi as allov/ there is any fuch thing as vice, vill

tell you, that it lies in evil or mifplaced affedions. Will then that

which is ill in itfelf excufe its fruits in any degree from guilt or

blame ? The truth is, notwithflanding the loud charge of licentiiufuefs

upon the truths cf the gofpel, there is no other fyftem that ever I pe-

rufed, which preferves the obligations of the law of God in its ftrength :

the moft part of them, when thoroughly examined, jufl Bmrunfto
this, that men are bound, and that it is RIGHT and MEET and
FIT that they faould be as goc^d and as holv as they themlelves iuclir.e.

Vol. I. G '
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by pardon purchafed and bellowed, has this efiefl : and

here it is, to be fare, that men by their partial views, are

apt to fuppofe the objedlion lies.

But let us only refltft, that the obligation to duty and
obedience to the Creator, hath been fecn by a believer in

thellrongcfi. light, and nmfl continue to be fenfible. "\\''ill he

then be induced to aft in the face of a perceived obliga-

tion, by an inflance of unfpeakable mercy ? Is this rea-

I'onable to fuppofe ? or rather, is it not felf contradi6lory

and abfurd ? It is fo far from being true, that this mercy
difijofes to obedience, as a peculiar and ailditional motive,

as 1 fliall afterwards ihew more fully in its proper place.

Jn the mean time, it is felf-evident, that it can be no hin-

derancc. What leads us into error in this matter, is what
happens fometimcs in human affairs. In a human go-

vernment, mercy or a promife of impunity for pafl crimes,

may enable, though even in that cafe, not incline a rebel-

lious traitor to renew his wickednefs. But this is a mofl:

unjuft and partial view of the cafe, in which the very cir-

cumllance is wanting upon which the chief flrefs ought to

be laid. Human laws reach only outward actions, be-

caufe human knowledge is fo imperfeft that it cannot dif-

cover the dilpofition of the heart : and as all profeflions

are not fuicere, fo kindnefs is often bellowed on improper

objeds. This kindnefs, however, though it may difco-

ver the impropriety, cannot caufe it.

But make the fmiilitude complete, and fee how it will

lead lis to determine. Suppofe one who hath been in

rebellion, deeply and inwardly convinced of the evil of

rebellion, and his obligation to fubmiflion ; fuppole this

conviclion fo firong, that he confelfeth the juflnefs of the

fentence condemning him to die, which is very confiflent

with a defire of life : will a pardon ofered or intimated

to fuch a perfon make him difloyal ? Is this its natural,

nay, is it its poflible effctt ? If it could be fuj^pofed to

have any fuch confequence at all, it could only be in this

.diliant way, that pardon feems to leffen the fenfc of a

judge's difpleafure at the crime. But even this cart have

no place here, becaufe fufHcient care is taken to prevent

any fuch abufe of it, by the fubHitution and vicarious fuf-

ferings of a ]\Iedialor.
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I cannot help obferving here, that the firnihtude above
ufed will lead us to the difcoveiy of one great caufe of the

objedion againft which I am reafoning. It arifes from
that corruption of heart, and inward oppofition to the law
of God in its extent and purity, which is in all men bv
nature, and continues in all who are not renewed in the
fpirit of their minds. As they have a ftrong tendency
and inclination to tranfgrefs the law where they dare,
they are ready to think, that the hopes of impunity mufl
encourage every one to a bold violation of it. And no
doubt this would be true, if there could be any realefteem
or cordial acceptance of the gofpel, without a previous con-
vidlion of the obligation of the law, and the guilt and de-
merit of every tranfgrelTor.* But fuppofing, what is in
truth the cafe with every believer, that there is a real and
llrong conviaion of the obligation of the law of God upon
every rational creature, which cannot be taken away ; to
imagine that the mercy of God in pardoning finners for
Chrift's fake will leflen or weaken the fenfe of this obliga-
tion, is a mofl manifeft contradiction. On the contrary,
fm muft needs have received a mortal blow, the love of it

muft necelTarily have been deftroyed, before pardon in
this way could be fought or obtained : fo that the apoftle
might well fay, " How fhall we that are dead to fm, live
" any longer therein ?"

In the fecond place, he who believes in Chrift, and ex-
petls juftification through his imputed righteoufnefs, muil
have the.deepeft and llrongeft fenfe of the evil of fin in it-

felf.
^

This is in a good meafure included in, or an im-
mediate confequence of, what has been already mention-
ed. For the obligation of the law, as hinted above, is but

* But this Is Iinpofllble
; for though there may be fome fort of fear

of pumniment, occafioned by difphys of divine power, where there is
no true humiliation of mind, or genuine convidion of iln ; this is but
like the impatient ftruggles of a chained Have, inftcad of the willing
fubjeaion of a penitent child. There is Uill in all fuch an inwaid
murnmrmg againft the fcntence, as that of an unjuft and rigorous ty,
rant, and not of a righteous judge. Therefore, though fuch fliould
pretend to rely on the merits of Chrift for pardon and deliverance, it
is plainly not from their hearts, and therefore neither to the faving of
their fouls, nor to the reformation of their lives.
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very imperfe6l, if we confider it only as founded on the

power of God, and the dependance of the creature, and

not alfo on the holinefs, jultice, and goodnefs of the law

itfelf. In the firft fenfe, perhaps, it may be felt by the

wicked in this world, at leaf!;, we are fure, it is felt by

devils and damned fpirits in a feparate fiate. They
know that they muft fuffer, becaufe they will not obey.

But where there is a complete fenfe of obligation, it im-

plies a belief ofthe righteoufnefs of the law, as well as the

power of the law-giver ; of the equity, nay, the excellence

of the command, as well as the feverity of the fandlion.

All fuch not only believe that God will punifh for fin, but

that it is moft jufi: that he fhould do fo, and that fin has

richly deferved it.
•

It may therefore feevn unneceflary to add any thing ort

this fubjeft more than has been already faid : but I have

mentioned it by itfelf, becaufe, belidesthat fenfe of the ob-

ligation and purity of the law of God which mull pave

the way to a fmner's acceptance of tlie righteoufnel's of

Chrift, there is a difcovery of the evil of fm, and its abo-

minable nature, in every part of this " myflery of godli-

" nefs, God manifefted in the flefh," and the truths found-

ed upon it ; fo that the more thefe are beligved, and the

more they are attended to and recollefted, the more mufl:

the believer be determined to hate and abhor every wick-

ed and falfe way ; every new view which he takes of the

gofpel of his falvation, every aft of trufl and confidence ex-

erted upon it, mufi; increafe his horror of fm, and excite

him to fly from it.

Let us confider a little what views are prefented us of

the evil of fm in the dodrine of Chrilt, and of him cru-

cified. Here we fee that ?^ holy and jull God wjould not

forgive fm without an atonement. What a demonfira-

tion is this of its malignity, if carefully attended to, and

kept conftantly in our eye, as a part of our very idea ot

the Divine Nature ! The difficulty in this cafe, is our par-

tiality in our own caufe ; we are unwilling to think fm fo

very blame-worthy, becaufe this is condemning ourfelves ;

but kt us confider what views an all-wife and impartial

God hath of it, and form ours upon his. And that we
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may not To much as once blafphemoully imagine, that he

alio is partial on his own fide, let us remember that he is

the God of love, who, by this very falvation, hath magni-

fied his love in a manner that paffeth knowledge. He
iliews his fenfe of the evil of the crime, even wliiill: he is

•contriving, nay, in the very contrivance of a proper way

for the criminal's efcape. He is not, fo to fpeak, fetting

forth the malignity of the offence, in order to juRify the

feverity of his own vengeance, but he is exerting his ami-

able attribute of mercy, and yet here muft the evil of fin

appear.

Confider, in a particular manner, upon this fubjecl, the

dignity and glory of the perfon who made this atonement.

The value of the purchaie may be ktn. in the greatnefs

of the price ; the evil of fin in the worth of the propitia-

tion. " For we are not redeemed with corruptible things,

" fuch us filver and gold, but with the precious blood of

" Chrif^, as of a Lamb without blemifh and without

" fpot."* It was no lefs a perfon than the eternal and

only begotton Son of God, who was before all worlds, the

brightnefs of his Father's glory, and the exprefs image of

his perfon, who fuffered in our Head. Whoever confiders

the frequent mention in the facred oracles of the glory

and dignity of the perfon of Chrift, muft be fatisfied that

it is not without defign ; and none can truly relifli or im-

prove thefe truths, but fuch as dience learn the evil of fin,

the immenfenefs of that debt which required one of fo

great, nay, of infinite and inexhauftible riches, to be able

to pay it. A creature indeed behoved to fuffer ; and

therefore he became the fon ofman, but intimately united

to the Creator, God blefled for ever. It was one of the

firll: and earliefl; confefiTions of faith. That Jefus Chrift

was the Son of God; and this belief mud have the llrong-

eft influence in fliewing us the evil of fin, which none elfc

was able to expiate.

In many palfages of Scripture, God's fending his own
Son into the world to fave finners, is reprefented as the

ftrongeft proof pofiTible of his compaffion and love. The

* I ?et. i. 18.
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nearnefs of the relation teaches us, as it were, to fuppofe

feme reluctance in beftovving him ; in allufion to which

there is a beautiful expreflion of the apoftle Paul, " He
" that fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for

" us all, how fliall he not with him alfo freely give us all

"things?"* The very fame thing (hews, with equal

clearnefs, his abhorrence of fin. However ftrongly dif-

pofed to fave finners, he would have fin to be expiated,

though his own Son fliould be the vidim : if any thing

could have made him difpenfe with it, this fliould furely

have had the effedl : and therefore the condemning of fin

feems to have been as much in view as the falvation of the

finner.

Every light in which we can view this fubjieft, contri-

butes to fet before us the evil of fin. I fliall only mention
farther, the greatnefs and feverity of the fufterings of our

Redeemer, as they are reprefented both prophetically, to

Ihew how much was exa(!il:ed, and hiftorically, to fhew
what was paid. As the whole of his life was to be a fiate

of humiliation and forrow, it is faid, " As many were af-

" toniihed at thee, his vifage was fo marred more than
" any man, and his form than the fons of men." Again,
*' He is defplfed and rejefted of men, a man of forrows
" and acquainted with grief; and we hid, as it were, our
'* faces from him ; he was defpifed, and we efleemed iiini

"' net." Once more, " He was wounded for our tranf-

" grefiions, he was bruifed for our iniquities : the chaf-

" tifement of our peace was upon him, and with his firipes

" we are healed."! ^'"^ ^^""^ hiftory of his life' in \\\^ New-
Te'ilament, we fee all this verified, in the meannefs of his

birth, and the continued infults and reproaches thrown
upon him during the courfe of his life. There is one re-

markable palTage, John viii. 57. " Thou art not yet fifty

" years old, and hafi thou feen Abraham ?" The mean-
ing ol this is hardly obvious, unlefs we fuppofe that his na-

tural beauty and bloom was fo wafl:ed and decayed by for-

row, that he feemed to Ilrangers near twenty years older

than he really was.

* R'^^m. viii. 32. t Ila. lii. 14. I'ii. 3) 5.
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In the clofe of the gofpel, we have an account of the

lafl: fcene of his fufferings in the garden and on the croi's.

*' He was fore amazed, and very heavy.—His foul was

*'exceeding forrowful, even unto death.—His fweat was
*' as it were great drops of blood, falling down to the

*' ground." He was at lafl. Uretched on an accurfed tree,

where the pain of a tortured body was but fnrall to the

anguifh of an overwhelmed fpirit, which confl:raincd him
to utter this heavy complaint, " My God, my God, why
'* hall thou forfaken me :" Let the Chrifiian fland at the

foot of the crofs, and there fee the evil of fui, which re-

quired fo coftly an expiation. Let him there fee the ho-

linefs and juftice of God in its punilhment. Let him
hear the moil High, faying, " Awake, O fword, againil

" the man who is my fellow." And let him thence

learn, how much fin is the objeft of divine detellation.

Hath a believer then a firm perfuafion of all thefe

truths ? Are they the frequent theme of his meditations ?

And mull they not neceflarily fill him with an abhorrence

of fin, inflanie him with a hatred of it, and excite in him
a felf-lothing on its account ? Thus it is faid in the pro-

phetic writings, " They fiiall look on me whom they have
"• pierced, and they Ihall mourn for him, as one mourneth
*' for his only fon, and fliall be in bitternefs for him, as

" one that is in bitternefs for his firft-born.'"* And mult

not a repetition of the fame views fiill ilrengthen the im-

prefifion, fo that, as the apoille Paul tells us of himfelf,

" The world will be crucified unto him, and he unto the

" world."!

I am fenfible that thefe things Vvdll have no fuch efieft

upon the enemies of the gofpel, who dilbelieve them, or

upon thole Chrifliians, if they deferve the name, who dif-

guife, explain away, or give up the fatisfadion of Chrilt
;

or even thofe who have a flrong tinclure of a legal fpirit,

and are for contributing fomewhat toward their acceptance

with God, by their own merit and defefllve obedience.

Such cannot relilli thefe fentiments ; and therefore it may
feem improper, in reafonlng againft enemies, to brin.g

* Zecb. xii. lo. -j- Gal. vl. 14.
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them at all in \\t\v. But let it be remembered, that

however little many believe fuch things, they may yet

perceive, it they v/ill attend to it, their natural operation

upon ihofe who do believe them. And let any modern
adept in the I'cience of morals ihew in his account of the

foundation of morality, and die nature of obligation, any

thing that hath a force or influence equal to this : or, will

the nominal felf-righteous Chrirtian, who thinks Chrifl on-

ly made up fome little wants which he finds in himfelf, cr

that his death had only fome general expediency in it,

ever be equally tender in his practice, with him Vv-ho fees

fo much of the purity of the law of God, and his detella-

tion of fm, as to elleem all his own righteoufnefles but as

filthy rags, and bottonis his hope of acceptance wholly

upon the perfeft righteoufnefs of his Redeemer ?

In the third place, he who expedts juflification only

through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, has die mofl:

awful views of the danger of fin. He not only fees the

obligation and purity of the law, but the feverity of its

fanction. It is a fear of wrath from the avenger of blood,

that perfuades him to fly to the city of refuge. And if

we compare the fcntiments of others with his, either the

generality of a carelefs and blinded world,~or thofe who
a(5t upon contrary principles and a different fyftem from

that which we are now defending, we fliall find, that not

one of them hath fuch apprehenfions of the wrath and ven-

geance of God due on the account of fin, as the convinced

finner, who flies to the propitiation of Chrifl: for deliver-

ance and refcue.

I am very fenfible, that many readers will be ready to

challenge this argument as prefled into the fervice, and

wholly improper upon my fcheme : they will fuppofe,

that every believer, in confequence of his faith in Chrift:,

is fcreened from the penalty of the law and fheltered from

the firoke of divine juftice; he is therefore no more un-

der this fear; and its being no more a motive of a6lion,

in the future part of his condutt, is the very ground of

the objeQion I am attempting to remove. This is no

doubt plaufible ; but let it be remembered, in what way
it is that believers are freed from their apprehenfions of
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the wrath o'i God ; it is by their acceptance of his mercy
through faith in Chriit. Before the apphcation of this

remedy, they faw thenifelves the children of wrath and
heirs of hell ; and they ftill b:ilieve that every fin deferves

the wrath of God, both in this life and that which is to

come. AVill they therefore re-incur the danger from which
they have fo lately elcaped, and of which they had fo ter-

rible a view ? will they do fo voluntarily, even although

they know the remedy to be Hill at hand, flill ready to be
applied, and certainly efTeftual ? Suppofe any peribn had
been upon the very point of perifhing in a violent and ra-

pid llream, and faved when his ilrength was well nigh ex-

haufted, by the happy intervention of a tender-hearted

paflenger ; would he voluntarily plunge himfelf again into

the flood, even although he knew his deliverer were land-
ing by, ready for his relief? The fuppofition is quite un-

natural ; and it is equally fo to imagine, that one faved

from divine wrath w^ill immediately repeat the provoca-

tion, even whilft he trembles at the thoughts of the mifery

of that ftate from which he had been fo lately delivered.

Let us only confider the flrong fenfe which a believer

ufually fhews of the danger of others in an unconverted

ftate, from a perfuafion of their being under the wrath of

God. He warns them, intreats them, pities them, and
prays for them. He would not exchange with any one
of them, a prifon for a palace, or a fcaffold for a throne.

How then fhould he be fuppofed to follow them in their

practice, and thereby to return to their ftate ?

But perhaps, here again it will be urged, that this is

improper ; becaufe, according to the principles of the af-

fertors of imputed righteoufnefs, a believer being once in

a juftified ftate, cannot fall from grace ; and therefore his

Ijns do not deferve wrath ; and he himfelf muft have,

from this perfuafion, a ftrong confidence that, be they

what they will, they cannot have fuch an effetl : and ac-

cordingly, fome have exprefsly affirmed, that the future

fins of the eled are forgiven, as well as their paft, at their

converfton ; nay, fome, that they are juftified from all

eternity, that God doth not fee fin, in a believer, that his

afflictions are not punifiiments, and other things of the

Vol. I. H
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like nature. Now, though I niufl confefs I look upon
thefe expreffions, and many more to be found in certahi

writers, whatever gloIFes they may put upon them, as un-

guarded and anti-fcriptural
;
yet not to enter into the

controverly at all, I fuppofe it will be acknowledged by

all without exception, that a believer's fecurity, and the

impoflibility of his falling from grace, is a fecurity of noi

finning, that is, of not being under the dominion of fm,

as much as, or rather in order to his fecurity, of deliver-

ance from the wrath of God. His pardon is fure ; but

this fecurity is only hypothetical, becaufe his faith and

holinefs are fecured by the promife of God : fo that, to

fuppofe a perfon to fm without reftraint, by means of this

periuafion, that his falvation is fecured by his firft accept-

ance of Chrifl:, is a fuppofition felf-contradidory. How-
ever flrongly any man may aflert that a believer's falva--

tion is fecure, he will not fcruple at the fame time to ac-

knowledge, that if fuch believer fhould fm wilfully and

habitually, and continue to do fo, he would be damned ;

but he will deny, that any fuch cafe ever did, or ever can

poflibly happen.*

The objedion mud furely appear ftrongeft upon the

principles of thofe who make the nature of faith to confifl:

in a belief, that Chrill died for themfelves in particular,

or of their own perfonal interefi; in him, and the pardon

and life which he hath purchafed, making alTurance eflen.

tial to its daily exercife. Yet even thefe will not deny,

that their faith is not always equally llrong, and that their

afllirance is fomctimes interrupted with doubts and fears.

Now, what is the caufe of thefe doubts, and this uncer-

tainty ? Is it not always fm more directly, or by confe-

quence ? So that fin renders their {^lith doubtful, which

* Indeed there can be notliing more unfair, than to take one part

of a Tiian's behef, and thence argue againfl another part, upon which

the fuft is exprefsly founded. If I ihould fay, I am confident I fliall

never be diowiled in a certain river, becaufe I am refuWed never to

crofs it at all ; would it not be abfurd to reafon thus : here is a man
who hath a perfuafion he will never be drowned in this river ; there-

fore he will be furely very head-flrong and fool-hardy in fording it

when it overflow^ iu bank?, which is contrary to the very foundation

cf my fecuiity ?
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is the very fame thing with putting them in fear concern-

ing their future ilate. Indeed it is not more fure that our

Reedemer i.ivites all weary heavy-laden finners to come
unto him that they may find reft, than it is that the un-

righteous fliall not inherit the kingdom of God. So that

every inftance of voluntary fin, mull throw back the be-

liever (at leaft as to his own fentiments) into his former
Itate, till he be again rellored by faith and repentance.

From this I think it evidently appears, that the motive
of the danger of fin is not weakened, but hath its full force

upon thofe who expeft juftification by the imputed righte-

oufnefs of Chrift. And, if it is not weakened, it mufl be
flrengthened by this perfuafion, fince, as I have fhewn
above, none have fo deep a fenfe of the obligation of the

law, and the evil of fin, and by confequence none c^ii

have fo great a fear of its awful fan6tion. That this is

agreeable to Scripture, might be (hewn at great length,

where the putting their right to the favor ofGod and eter-

nal life more and more beyond all doubt and queftion, is

recommended to believers as an object of their care and
diligence. Thus fays the apoftle to the Hebrews, " And
*' we defire that every one of you do lliew the fame dili-

" gence, to the full aflurance of hope unto the end.''*

And the apoftle Peter, after a long enumeration of the

graces of the Chriftian life, fays, " Wherefore the rather,
" brethren, give diligence to make your calling and elec-
" tion fure."f Nay, the fear of wrath and of finally pe-
rifhing, is reprefented by the apoftle Paul himfelf, as one
view at leaft, which habitually influenced his own con-
dud :

" But I keep under my body, and bring it into fub-
" jedlion, left ^bat by any means when I had preached
*' to odiers, I myfelf ftiould be a caft-away.'':|;

In the fourth place, Thofe who enped juftification by
the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, have the higheft fenfe
of the purity and holinefs of the divine nature ; and there-
fore mull be under an habitual convid:ion of the neceftity
of purity, in order to fit them for his prefence and enjoy-
inent. If this dodtrine in its main defign, or by any of

*Heb. vi. ir. f 2 Pet. i. 10. | i Cor. ix. 27.



64 ^f^ Essay on Justifcation.

its eflentlal parts, had a tendency to reprefent God (I will

not fay as delighting in fm,) but as eaiy to be pacified to-

M-ards it, palling it by with little notice, and punifliing it

but verv {lightly, there might be fome pretence for draw-

ing the conclufion complained of from it. For I tliink it

may be allowed as a maxim, that as is the God, fo are his

worfhippers, if they ferve him in earneft. Whatever

views they have of the objcdt of their elleem and worfhip,

they will endeavor to form themfelves to the fame charac-

ter. But if, on the contrary, thisdodrine preferves the

purity of God entire ; nay, if it gives us ft ill more ftrong,

awful and Hriking views of it ; it can never encourage

fuch as believe it in the pradlice of fin.

But that this is the cafe with all fuch ns belie\'^and un-

derhand the do6lrine of jullification by the imputed righte-

oufnefs of Chrift, may be demonftrated in the clearell

manner. It might indeed be fhewn, from a great variety

of arguments founded upon the mediation of Chrift : at

prefent I fliall mention but two, the propriety of which,

and their relation to the fubjeft in hand, every one mull

immediately perceive. In the firfl: place, That Chrifi: be-

hoved to fuller by divine appointment lor the expiation

of fin, is not only equal with, but Itronger th.an, all other

evidences of the purity of God and his abhorrence of fin,

It is an event of the moll Itriking and aftonill.ing nature,

every reflection upon which overwhelms the mind, that

the eternal and only begotten Ion of God ihould aflame

the likenefs of finfulflefli and Hand in the room of flnners :

even though the merited punilliment had been inflicted

upon the offenders themfelves, it would not have been fuch

a proof of the purity of God, Here, even when he is in-

clined to mercy, its exercife is obftruded till jullice is fa-

tisfied. Can any one confider this without being deeply

convinced, that he is a God " of purer eyes than to behold

" iniquity," and with whom unrighteoufnefs can have no

communion ? Will any, after fuch views, hojie for his la-

vor, while tliey retain the love of lin, or exped to dwell in

his prtfence, while they continue ilaincd with its pollution.

'^J'he fanie thing mull alio carry convincing evidence

v/ith if, that to fuppofe Ghrifl to have bought an impimity
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for finners, and procured them a licence to offend, is felf-

contradi6lory, and altogether inconfiilent with the vvifdom

and uniformity of the divine government : that he never

could hate fm fo much before, and love it after the fufler-

ings of Chrill ; that he could not find it neceiTary to pu-

nifh it fo feverely in the furety, and yet afterwards love

and bear with it in thofe for whom that furety fatisfied.

Not only may this be clearly eftablifhed by reafon and

argument, but it mufl. be immediately felt by every one

who fees the neceffity of the atonement of their Redeemer.

They will be fo far from taking a liberty to fm, that on

the contrary, they will be ready to cry out, " Who can
" ftand before this holy Lord God?"* Accordingly we
fliall find in experience, that none are more ready to call

in queftionthe integrity of their own charadler, none m.ore

ready to fear theeffefts of the fins that cleave to them, as

unfitting them for the divine prefence, than fuch as truil

folely in the merits of Chrifl for their acceptance with God.
The fecond thing I propofed to mention in the do£lrine

of Chrid's mediation, which Ihews the purity of the di-

vine nature, is our continued approach to God byhim as an
interceffor and advocate. It contributes to keep conti-

nually upon our minds a fenfe of the divine holinefs and
purity, and of our own" unworthinefs, that we are not

permitted to approach him but by the IntercefTion of ano-

thei*. Such a conduct in human affairs, properly ferves

to ihew dignity and greatnefs on the one part, diilance

and unworthinefs on the other. The fame condu6l then

in God towards us, doth it not convince us, that he muft

* It is a certain fact, that die number of perfons under diOrefs of

mind by perplexing doubts, or anxious fears, concerning their future

ftate, is incomparably greater amongrt the friends than the enemies of

this dod\rine. By this I do not at all mean that either their doubts

are dutiful, or their fears defirable. Such a ftate is to be looked unon

as the fruit of their own weaknefs and imperfeiHiion, and as a chaftife-

Bient from a wife and gracious God, either more immediately for cor-

reclii'ig their lins, or for the trial, illudration and perfecting of their

grace and virtue ; but its beiiig more common anjong thofe who be-

lieve in Chrifl's imputed righteoufnefs, than others, is a plain proof

that this doftiine doth not naturally tend to infpire any with anunholv
boldnef», or a fecure and lluthful prtfuniption.
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be fandlified of all them that draw near to hioi ? And
Avhilft it makes imputed righteournefsthe condition, plainly

ihovvs the neceihty of inherent holinefs, as a qiialilication

in otir approaches to his throne. Suppol'e an earthly

prince were to be addreiled by two different perfons, one

who thought he had a title upon his own merit to miike

an iimnediate application, and another who could not ap-

proach him without one nearly related to him, and in high

ikvor at court, to procure his admillion, and to back his

requefl; ; which of thefe would probably be moft refpectful

to his fovereign, and moft Ibhcitous to avoid giving of-

ience by his condud ? Surely the latter ; and ii^ it is

always with the humble, mortified believer, who " counts
*' all things but lois for the excellency of the l^uowledge

"ofChrillJefus."*

In the fifth place, Thofe who expert juftification by

the imputed righteoul'nefs of Chrift, mull be induced to

obedience, in the ftrongeft manner, by the liberal and in-

genuous motive of gratitude and thankfulnefs to God.

That it is the native and genuine expreOlon of gratitude

to God, to live a pure and holy life, I i'uppofe will hardly

be denied ; at leaft,this die Scriptures reprefent as plea-

ding him, ferving him, doing his will, honoring him. It is

indeed extremely diflicult to conceive how God, all-mighty,

and all-fufficicnt, Ihould be at all affetled with our con-

duct, either good or bad ; it feems to be improper to fa}-,

that he can be pleafed or difpleafed with our anions, or

that he hath any intereft at Hake. Nothing, to be lure,

can be more weak and impotent, than the injuries offer-

ed, or the aflaults made upon him by created beings. As

his iiature is without variablenefs or fliadow of turning,

fo his JK'.ppinefs is fuch, as can neither be increaled nor

impaired. And yet, in this way, he himfcli" had taught

us to conceive of the matter, that holinefs is not oiily an

imitation of his character, but obedience to liis will ; and

its contrary a tranfgrelfion oi his law. Thefe have been

the fentlments of all nations v/ithout exception ; and af-

tc;r the utmoii clforls wc ca'.i make to exempt him in our

* IMiil. i'ri. 3.
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minds from all human paffions or afleftlons, of joy, anger,

or difpleafure, we cannot help confidering it fiill as proper

to fay, fuch a courfe of life is agreeable, and fuch another

is difpleafing to God, and will provoke his wrath.

Is not gratitude then a principle of action that will be

powerful and operative ? Mankind in general bear vixt-

nefs to this, as they have agreed in all ages to brand in-

gratitude with the tlackclt mark of infamy, and to reckon

it among the moil atrocious of crimes. And indeed we
find by experience, that it is comparatively Wronger, for

the mod part, than the oppofite motives of force or lear.

There is a fort of natural tendency in man to refill vio-

lence and refufe fubmiflion to authority, vvhilft they may

be won by lavors, and- melted to thankfulnefs and grati-

tude by kindnefs and love : at leaft, this may be applied

perfectly to the prefent cafe, where the bare outward per-

forhiance (v/hich may indeed be the effe£t of fear) will not

be accepted without the inclination of the will. A flavifii

dread both leifens the degree and debafes the nature of that

obedience we might eilay to perform. I'his is an uni-

verfal principle ; and, in particular, while the law of God
ftands in its force and rigor, as a covenant of works,

threatening death without hope of mercy againft every

tranfgreffion, it begets a defpondent Hoth, and at beft ferves

only to difcover our fin and mifery ; nay, as the apoftlc

Paul, ftrongly and juftly reafons, it renders our corrupt

aflPeftions more inflamed and violent by reftraint ;
* '' Nay,

" I had not known fin, but by the law ; for I had not

*' known luft, except the law had laid, Thou Ihalt not

" covet," &c.

But let us now complete this argument, by Hiewing,

that a believer in Chriil is under the flrongefl obligations,

from gratitude, to do the will of God. And how many
confiderations concur in fhewing this ? The unfpeakable

greatnefs of the bleflTuigs he receives, no lefs than deli-

verance from everlafl:ing mifery and anguiili, and a right

to everlafling glory and happinefs.—The infinite and af-

fecting condelcenfion of the great and glorious Giver,

iiom. VII.
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who, in mercy to thole who could not profit him at ail,

but on the contrary, had-highly provoked him, laidlielp

for them upon one who is mighty to lave.—The alion idl-

ing means employed in thisdefign, viz. God's "• not fparing
" even his own Son, but deliveiing him up for us all.'"

Well might the apoftle John fay, " * God SO loved the

" world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofo-
'' ever believeth in him, fhould not perifli, but have ever-

" lafung life."—But, above all, the fenfe which he him-

felf hath of his mifery and wretchednefs. Nothing can
be more dreadful than the apprchenfions which a con-

vinced finner hath of his own Hate : what, and how tlrong

then muil his [tnio. of gratitude be, to him who haih

given his Son, and to him who has given himfclf, for the

purchafe of his pardon ? With what earneftnefs will

he ieek after, and with what cheerfulnefs will he em-
brace every opportunity of tellifying his thankfulnefs ?

Will not the name of his Redeemer be precious, even,
" as ointment poured forth :" his laws delightful to him,
and his honor dear ?

It is proper to obferve here, that the fingle"view of the

blelTmgs of divine goodnefs, which mud have the ftrongell

influence in leading us to a grateful relentment of them,

is peculiar to fuch as expeft juftification through the im-

puted rlghteoufnefs of Chrifl: ; viz. their being of free un-

merited grace and mercy. For, though there are dalles

of Clu-iftians who pretend to difclaim the belief of any
merit in man, it would be no difficult matter to fliew, that

there are none who do not, by their profclTed principles,

or their ufuai language, fuppofe it, excepting thole dcf-

cribed in the beginning of this difcourfe. And fuch not

only believe his mercy to be unmerited, but that they have

juftly deferved his wrath and indignation, nay, and that

they continually do fo, even in their belt Hate ; their purcll

and holiefl aftions having fuch fins attending them, or fuch

a. mixture and alloy of unholinefs and impurity in them,

as, if they were weighed in the exadt balance of juftice,

would be fufficient to prociu'e their total rejedion.

* John iii. 1 6.
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In how (Irong a light is this reprefented by the facred

writers ; and how powerful does its operation appear to

be upon themfelves ? They leenri penetrated and poffeft

with cL fenfe of the love of Ghrid, and of God in him, as

having Tinners for its object. Thus the apoftle Paul rea-

fons :
" For fcarcely for a righteous man will one*<lie, yet,

*' peradventure, for a good man fome would even dare to

" die. But God commendeth his love towards us, in that
*' while we were yet linners Chrift died for us."* And
again, " If when we were enemies, we were reconciled to

*' God by the death of his Son."|—YvHiat a fenfe of the

love of Chrift is difcovered by the two following paifages

of the fame apoftle! " That Chrift may dwell in your
" hearts by faith ; that ye being rooted and grounded ia

" love, may be able to comprehend with all laints, what is

" the breadth and length, and depth, and height ; and to

*' know the love of Chrift, which paiTeth knowledge."];

The other is, " If any man love not the Lord Jefus Chrift,

" let him be anathema, Maranatha ;"j| than which no-

thing could more ftrongly exprefs his own fenfe of the

obligation. It deferves notice alio, that the infpired wri-

ters do often reprefent it as one of the ftrongeft arguments
againlt fm, that it is a reproach and diflionor brought upoa
our Redeemer and Lord, " For many walk, of whom I

" have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,
" that they are enemies of the crofs of Chrift. ^[ Seeing
" they crucify to themfelves the Son of God afrefn, and
*' put him to an open fhame."**

I muft again here, as on a former branch of the fub-

je6l, obferve, That, no doubt, fuch arguments as thefe, will

have little or no' effe6l upon thofe who have but an im-

perfect belief of them, which it is to be feared, is the cafe

with not a few who go under the name of Chriilian. But
is it not very evident, that they mull have the ftrongefl

imaginable influence upon all fuch as are actuated by a

lively faith in the dotlrine of redemption ? They muil fee

themfelves indebted to the undeferved mercy and love of

* Rom. V. 7, 8. t RoiT!. V. lo. \ Eph. iii. 17. 18, 19.

II
I Cor. xvi. 2z. ^ Phil. iii. iS.. ** Heb. vi. 6.

Vol. L I
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God for favors of infinite value, and therefore muft cer-

tainly endeavor to exprefs their gratitude by an entire con-

fecration of their lives to their bcnefadlor's fervice.

This leads me to obferve in the 6th and lad place,

That thofe who exped juflification by the imputed righte-

oufncfs ofChrift, mull be poflefied of a fupreme or fuper-

lative love to God, which is not only the fource and .princi-

ple, but the very funi and fubftance, nay, the perfection of

holinefs. That thofe who believe in, and hope to be ac-

cepted, and finally faved, through the imputed righteouf-

ncfs of ChrilV, mufl be podeiTed of a fupren^e love to God,

appears from what hath been already laid upon the fub-

jedl of gratitude. Love is the mod powerful means of

begetting love. " Thus fays the apollle John, •* We have
*'- known and believed the love that God hath unto us

;

*• God is love."* And a little after, " We love him be-

" caufe he firfi. loved us."j- The infinite and unfpeakablc

mercies which he hath beftowed on us, with all the circum-

ftances attending them, the means and manner of their

conveyance, which have been hinted at above, muft ne-

celTarily excite the molt ardent love in return, and every

proper expreffion of it. This is their immediate and na-

tural, nay, this is their necefiary and unu\ioidable effeft.

•' For the love of Chrill conftraineth us, becaufe we thus

" judge, that if one died for all, then w ere all dead ; and
" that he died for all, that they which live fhould not

" henceforth live unto themfelves, but unto him which died

'' for them, and rofe again. "J
If any fliall think proper to affert. That favors beftowed

are not to be confidered as the true and formal caules of

love, but the excellence and amiable qualities of the ob-

je6l. Thus, for example, fappofing any perfon of a cha-

racter jufily hateful in itfelf, from caprice, felf-interelt or

any other fmifier motive, to bellow many fignal favors

upon anotlier, the beneficiary might receive and delight

in the favors, w ithout elleeming, nay, even when he could

not efteem the giver. If this is confidered as an objec-

tion againft what I have jufl now faid, and the conclu-

* 1 John iv. i6. f i John iv. 19. j 2 Cer. v. i.|.
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fivencfs of the argument to be founded upon it ; I offer

the two following anfwers to it. ift, That in the ac-

count given in -Scripture of the redemption of the world

by the fubilitution of a Saviour, and the juftification of

fmners by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrill, there is the

brightelt difplay of all the divine perfeftions. The al-

mighty power, the unfearchable wifdom, the boundlefs

goodnefs, the inflexible juftice, and inviolable truth of

God, fliine in this great defign, with united fplendor.

Kvery attribute, that can in reafon claim our veneration

and efteem, as well as our thankfulnefs and gratitude, is

here to be feen. Even the perfections of juftice and
mercy (which I will not call jarring attributes, as fome

too harlhly do, but) which feem to reilrain and limit each

other in their exercife, are jointly illuftrated, and fhine

more brightly by their union, than they could have done
feparately ; and, at the fame time, the purity and holi-

nefs of the Divine Nature, which is the lum of them all,

is deeply imprefled upon the mind. So that here is eve-

ry thing that can produce love ; worth and excellence to

merit it, love and kindnefs to excite and raife it. From
this it evidently appears, that he who believes in the im-

puted righteoufnefs of Chrift, muil have a fuperlative love

of God.
But 2dly, Left it fhould be faid, that many have not

this view of the do<5lrine in queilion, as honorable to God,
and reprefenting him in an amiable light, but the contra-

ry; I obferve, that there muft have been a difcovery of

the glory of God, as fhining in this plan of falvation, to

all who cordially embrace it. Nothing elfe could induce

them to do fo. If its enemies do not fee this, and there-

fore fet themfelves againft it ; this confirms the different

and honorable fentiments entertained by its friends ; fo

that even fuppofing (what we will never gi;srtit) that this

view of the amiablenefs of the Divine Nature, as repre-

fented in the gofpel, were not well founded ; yet, doubt-

lefs it is the view of thofe *' who count all things but lofs

*' for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriit,"* ancl

glory in nothing but his crofs.

* Phil. ill. 8.
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The truth is, notwrthftanding any cavilling objections

that may be railed againft it, many favors received by one
to whom tl)ey are abfolutely necelTary, and by whom they

are infinitely prized, muft naturally and neceOTarily pro-

duce love. This will be reckoned a firft principle, by
every unprejudiced mind ; and it is always fuppofed in

the Holy Scriptures, where the faints are reprefented as

under the habitual and powerful impreflion of love to God,
for his love to them manifefted in their redemption.

Thus fays the apoftle Paul, " For I am perfuaded that nei-

" ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
" powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor
" heighth, nor depth, nor any creature, ftiall be able to

*' feparate u? from the love of God, which fs in Chriit
*' Jefus our Lord."

Now, is there any thing more necefTar}'- to fhow, that

thofe who believe and trull: in the imputed righteoufnefs

of Chrill mull be holy in their lives, than their being un-

der the influence of a fupreme love to God ? Is not this

the firft and great commandment of the law, " Thou flialt

" love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with all

" thy foul, and with all thy mind :"* Is not this a never-

failing fource of univerfal obedience ? as they love God,

v/ill they not love their brethren alfo : the very word of

men, becaufe they are the creatures of God ? and the

righteous more efpecially, becaufe they are his faints, his

chofen ones ? Can they love God fupremely, and yet vo-

luntarily difpleafe him, breaking his commandments, or

refiftirig his defigns ? We know that love hath a quite dif-

ferent eflecl, in every other and inferior in fiance, endear-

ing to us every thing related to the perfon who pofTefi'es

our elleem and affeftion ; how then can it be fuppofed ib

prepollerous in this fmgle cafe, when it is fixed on the

greatell and the bell of objeds ?

It is a received maxim, That there can be no true love

where there is not fome likenefs and conformity of nature

and difpofuion to the object beloved, and an endeavor

fiter more. And this is a maxim that will in no cafe

* Mattb. xxii. 37.
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hold more infallibly, than in moral fubjecls. It is impof-

fible that we can love purity, if ourfelves are impure ; nay,

it is even impoflible that \vc can underftand it. Though
an unholy perfon'may have a very penetrating genius and

capacity, may think acutely, and perhaps reafon jullly

upon many, or moft of the natural attributes of God, he

can neither perceive nor admire his moral excellence.

Inllead of perceiving the glory of God as infinitely holy,

he hates, and fets himfelf to oppofe this part of his cha-

racter, or to fubilitute fomething quite different in its

room.* Or, if we can fuppofe him able, or from any

particular reafon inclined, to tell the truth, as to what God
is, he can never difcern or feel his glory or beauty in be-

ing fuch. For why, he himfelf is unholy : that is to fay,

in other words he fupremely loves, and hath his af-

feftions habitually fixed, upon fomething that is not God,

fomething that is contrary to God's nature, and a breach

of his law.

Let us continue to refled a few moments upon this

fubjedt, which is of great importance, varying a little the

light in which it is viewed. Let us confider what is meant

by a fupreme and fuperlative love to God. Thefe words

mud have a meaning. It is not a fupreme love of a cer-

tain nature, or perfon, called God, whom no man hath

feen, and of whom we know no more but the name. In

this cafe the old maxim would hold, " Ignoti nulla

" cupido ;" there can be no affection, of either love or

hatred, towards an object wholly unknown. A fupreme

love of God therefore, were it really hath place in any

* This is tlie trae reafon why many fo wannly oppofe God's vin-

dictive juftice, and that in the face of many awful examples of it,

even in the prefent partial and imperfed difpenfation. That there

are many marks of God's difpleafure againfl fm, even in that part of

his government which is at prefent fubjeftcd to our view, and alio

diftinA warnings of a ftrider reckoning to come, I fhould thnik, might

be, to an impartial perfon, pad all doubt ; and yet, this is derided and

denied by many, merely becanfe they can never think that a perfec-

tion in the Divine Nature, for which they have no love or eHeem in

their own hearts. All who love God, then muft be like him ; and

even thofe who will net be ^vbat he really is, are always ftrorgly in-

clined, at lead, to fuppofe biit} what they themfelves are.
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heart, muft mean the love ofacharafler in fome meafure

uiiderflood, though not fully comprehended. In fhort,

accorduig to the Scriptures, it is a fupreme love of the

lource and pattern of moral excellence, of a being of in-

finite holineis and parity, with whom " evil cannot dwell."

is not this, in truth and reality, the love of holinels itfelf,

the fupreme love of it ? Can we love holinefs then, and
not afpire after it ? can we love it and not endeavor

to pradife it ? nay, can we love it, and not poflefs it ? can

we love holinefs fupremcly, and live in lin habitually?

it is tlie ofrofTell contradidlion, the moft ahfolute impofli-

oility. There is then a diametrical oppoiition between

the love of God, and the fervice of fin. To fuppole them
confident, would be fuppofmg, that the tendency of the

heart and afiedions might be oppofite to the courfe of the

life, or fupremely fixed upon two things mutually dellruc-

tive to each other ; on the contrary, our Saviour jullly

affirms, that " no man can ferve two mailers ; for either

"^ he will hate 'the one, and love the other ; or elfe he will

*' hold to the one, and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve

" God and mammon."*
Once more, Is not the love of God, I mean, the fu-

preme love of God, precifcly what is meant by holinefs ?

It is not only an evidence of it, not only a fource of it, not

only an important branch, but the fuin and perfection of

it. For what is fin in the heart, of which all evil a6lions

are but the fruits and exprefllons, and from which tliey de-

rive their malignity and contrariety to the divine will ?

Is it not the love and purfuit of inferior objects on their

own account, and giving them that place in our afte£lions

which is due only to God ? All fins of whatever kind,

may be eafily reduced to this, and fliown to be nothing

elfe, but the alienation and efirangement of our heart and

affe6lions from God, to whom alone they are due : which

fo far as it prevails, necelfarily occafions a mifapplication

of every faculty of our minds, arid of every member of

our bodies, and thus a rebellion of the whole man. But

whoever loves God above all, and places his chief hapjn-

nefs and delight in him, is truly holy ; not only will be

* Matth. vi, 24.
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fo as the effe£^, but really is fo, by the poffeffion of this dif-

pofilion. la proportion as this love is increafed and

(Irengthened, his fandlification is carried on ; and when
it is complete and triumphant, entirely free from the mix-

ture of any bafer paffion, he is perfect in holinefs.

It may probably occur to fome readers, that this rea-

foning will not accord with the accounts given by many
moderns of the nature and foundation of virtue. Some
found it upon the prefent prevailing tendency of our own
difpofitions, and make it point diretlly and immediately

at our own happinefs ; others found it upon our connec-

tions with our fellow-creatures in this flate, and make it

confift in benevolence of heart, and beneficence of action ;

others again, who approach nearer the truth, but without

precifion, ftile it an adling towards everobjeft^ accordinj^

to reafon and the nature of things. Upon any of thefe

fchemes, the connection, or rather coincidence, above al-

ledged between the love of God and virtue, or moral ex-

cellence, does not fo clearly appear. This indeed feems

to me the great defe6l of thefe accounts of the nature and
foundation of virtue, that they keep our relation and obli-

gations to God at a diftance at lead, and much out of view.

But as this is the iirfl: commandment of the law which

God hath revealed to man for his obedience, " Thou
" ilialt love the Lord with all thy heart, with all thy

" ifrength, and with all thy mind." So upon a fair and

jull examination, the fupreme love of God will be found

the mod confident and rational account of the nature ot

virtue, and the true fource from which all other virtues,

that are not fpurious, muft take their rife, and from which

they derive tlieir force and obligation : it is founded not

only upon the relation of creatures to their Creator, but

on the inherent excellence of the Divine Nature. For

fuppofing (what will fcarcely be denied) that God may be

at all the object of our efteem and love, it is plain, that

we ought to have the hrgheft efteem for the higheft excel-

lence, a fupreme love for what is infinitely aniiable ; and

if our affedtions do in any meafure prefer v/hat is lefs to

what is more vrorthy, they muft be, in that proportion,

wrong and mifplaced.
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As to Ibme of the phrafes (for they are no more) wliich

come into repute together, or in fucceflion one after ano-

tlier, to exprefs the rile and foundation of virtue, fuch as a

fenfc of beauty, of harmony, of order and proportion : this

is no explication of the matter at all ; it is only transfer-

ring the language ufed with refped to fenfible objects, to

ethics or morality, in which it mull be underltood figura-

tively. That there is fome analogy between thofe fub-

jects and morality, may be eafily confelTed ; but there are

few different fubjedls in nature, between which as Itrong,

or a Itronger analogy may not be traced. For example,

how eaiy would it be to reduce all notions of morality,

nay, indeed all notions of beauty in painting, or harmony

in mufic, to truth and reality, in oppofition to ftlfliood ?

Wollafton's Religion of Nature Delineated is an example

of this, in which he refolves the morality, or immorality,

of every action, into the truth or luUhood of a propofition.

And, whoever reads the book will, I dare fay, be fenfible,

that it is juft as natural and proper, as a certain noble au-

thor's rhapfodies upon beauty and harmony. In lliort, it

were eafy to fliew, that none of the accounts given of the

nature of virtue, have any meaning, truth or force in

them, but fo far as they are founded upon, on coincident

with, that which 1 have above given from the word of

God.*

* 'I'hcre is one late writer, David Hume, Efq. \vh;i, it mufl 'oe cow-

(ciTed, hath excelled all that went before liim in an extraordinary ao

i;ount of the nature of virtue. I have taken no notice above of his

principles, if they may be called lb, becaufe I think both iiim and them

worthy of the hi.i^hell contemot ; and would have dildained to have

r.iade mention of liis name, but that it affords me an opportunity ot ex-

pre£ing my fenfe of the wrong meafincs taken by many worthy and

liulc men, who, in iermons and other difcourie^, give grave and ferious

anfwers to his Avritings. As to himfclf, tliat man muft be beyond the

reach of conviclion by reafoning, v.ho is capable of fuch an infult upon

reaibn itfelf, and human nature, as to rank all natural advantages, men-

tal and corporeal, among tiie virtues, and their contraries among the

vices. Thus he hath exprefsly named wit, genius, health, cleanlinefs,

taper legs, and broad flioulders, among his virtue; ; difcafes he alio

makes vices; and conliHently eiiough, indeed, takes notice of the in-

ieclious nature of ibme difeafes, which, I fuppole, he reckons an ag-

jj-ravatiou of the crime, A'.id, as to mankind in geuera!| if they were
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Thus I have fliown, that thofe who believe the doftrine

of imputed righteoufnels muii: be mod holy in their lives ;

that the obligations to obedience are not weakened, but

ftrengthened and confirmed by it. This any impartial

perfon may be convinced of, who will refles^t, tl^at it is

hardly poffible to conceive an obligation to duty; of any

kind, wliich may not be reduced to one or other of thofe

above-named : and if I am not miftaken, none of them

can operate fo ftrongly upon any other fcheme, as that

which is here efpoufed, and which is fo evidently founded

on the Scriptures o[ truth.

There is, however, one general confideration, which it

would be wrong to omit, in fhewing the friendly influence

of this do6lrine upon holinefs of life, although it doth not

lb properly fall under the notion of a dire(5t obhgation ;

that is, the great encouragement giv^en in it to the ftudy

of purity and holinefs by the profpeft of fuccefs. Defpair

of iuccefs cuts the finews of diligence in every enterprize.

And particularly upon the fubjett of religion, nothing

more effedlually enervates our refolutions, and leads to a

fallen, defpondent negieft of duty, than an opinion that

we fiiall not fucCeed in attempting it, or Hiall not be ac-

cepted in our endeavors after it, or our imperfect attain-

at that pafs as to need a refutation of fuch nonfenfe, as well as Imoie-

tv, it would be in vain to icaLn with them at all. If I were to con-

trive an anfwer to this writer, it would be a vifible, inllead of a legible

ani'wer : it would be '.o employ a painter to make a portrait of him

from the life ; to encompafs him with a few hieroglyphics, which it

•would not be difficult todevife ; to infcribeupon his breall theic words,

HEALTH, CLEANLINESS, and BROAD SHOULDEllS ; and

put the follovving Sentence in his mouth, which he hath adopted fruni

a French author, " FEMALE INFIDELITY when it is known is a

" fmall matter, and when it is not known, is nothing." This would be

very proper when applied to his writings, who, as well as his friend anc]

coadjutor without a name, makes " our moft important reafonings up-
" on many fubjefts to rel'l ultimately upon fenfe and feeling." It is

probable ibme over delicate peiions will think this is not treating hiirj

with fufficient decency ; but till there be a plan agreed upon, of the

meafures of decency due from inlidels toGhriftians, and from Chriilians

to infidels, whether he does not deferve far worfe treatment from any
who believes the gofpcl, I leave to the judgment of thv'lc who will

read his writings.

Vol. I. K>
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ments in it. But the dodlrine of juflification by the free

grace of God, " through the redemption that is in Chrilt

Jefus," gives the greateft encouragement to all who will

return to their duty. This encouragement naturally di-

vides itfelf into two branches: ifl, The fure hope of ac-

ceptance through Chriih 2dly, The powerful and effec-

tual aid provided for them in the Holy Spirit, which he

hath purchafed, and beflows for their fandlification.

ift, The fure hope of acceptance through Chrifl: Jefus.

Although fin hath greatly blinded the minds ofmen, there

is fiill lb much of" the work of the law written in their

hearts," as mufl make them fenfible that in many things

they offend, and mull give them ground ol' folicitude and

fear, while they expert to be jullified by their owrt merits.

Accordingly we find, that except the grolFeft and boldefl

infidels, of which fort this age has furnilhed fome ex-

amples,* all clafl'es of men confefs themfelves guilty of

many fins, faults, or failings ; fome expreffmg themfelves

in a iironger, and fome in a fofter ftile, according to the

greater or leffer degree of the depravation of natural con-

fcience. If there is any meaning then in thefe words,

they mull be liable to the difpleafure of God in fome re-

jpects, for which they cannot themfelves atone ; and mull

therefore labor under, at leall, much uncertainty, as to their

acceptance. This.mud weaken their hands, and flacken

their diligence, in an attempt fo precarious in its ilFue.

Perhaps fome may fay, that this is only levelled againfl:

thofe who deny all lktisfa6lion, or all ufe of the merit of

Chrifl, but irot againft thofe who exped to be juflified by

their own merit fo far as it goes, and trufl in their Saviour

for making up what is wanting in themfelves. But of

fuch I would afli, how they ihall be fatisfied, that they

have gone as far with their own merit as is requifite, if

there is any llrefs to be laid upon it at all .'' AVill they fay,

as fome fooliflily do, that they do all in their power, and

* Vide ElTays on tlie principles of uiorallty ana natural religion.

^Iliele cir.iys conclude with an addrels to tli© Supreme Being which

contains the following \v0rd5 ; " What mortals term fin, thou pro-

" nounccft to be only error; for moral evil vanillies, in fome meaiure,

" from befuie thy mure perfcdl fight."
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trufl in Chrift for fupplying what may be ftlU deficient ?

If they dare refoliitely ftand to this plea at the laft day,

when God fliall judge the fecrets of all hearts, that they

have done all in their power, there is really nothing want-

ing to them ; they need no Saviour, they need no pardon.

But this is what no mere man that ever lived can lay with

truth. So that upon any fcheme, but an entire reliance

on the merits of Chrill for juftification before God, there

muft ftill be a dreadful uncertainty, inconfiflent with that

liberal and ingenuous freedom with which the children of

God love and ferve him. Thefe, ftrongly penetrated

with afenfeofduty and obligation, deeply humbled under

a fenfe of fin, and reding on the perfe^ atonement made
by their Saviour and fubftitute, ferve him with alacrity and

pleafure, wearing the bonds of love. And knowing the

weaknefs of their bell fervices while here, they long fojc

that bleffed time when they Ihall be made perfectly holy,

and yet fhall forever acknowledge themfelves indebted,

for their place in heaven, and their continuance there, to

the grace of God, and the love of their Redeemer.

The other branch of the encouragement which belie^

Ters in Chrill have to diligence in duty, is the promife of

the Holy Spirit to lead them into all truth, and guide them
to all duty. This promife is exprefsly made to believers,

and their feed after them, in every age of the church, to

the end of the world. Thus fays the apoflle Peter,

" And ye fhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoft ; for the

" promife is to you, and to your children, and to all that

" are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God fhall

" call."* And it is to this plentiful effufion of the fpirit,

that the prophets afcribe the purity and profperity of the

church in the latter days. " For I will pour water upon
'' him that is thirily, and floods upon the dry ground : I

*' will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffuig upon
" thine offspring, and they fliall fpring up as among the

" grafs, as willows by the water-courfes."f

I am fenfible, that the nature and form of the argument

doth not permit me at once to fuppofe the truth of this,

* Ads ii. 38. 39. t If* xliv. 3, 4«
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and to make ufe of the crire6l agenry and effe£lual opera-

tion of the fph-it of God to prcn-e the holinefs of faini:?.

Bat it may be eafilv made appear, tiiat the belief and per-

fiiafion of this miifl have the ftrongefl: mflusnce in anima-

ting their own endeavors. What more proper for fuch a

piirpofe than the behef of an ahnighty aid, certainly to he

exerted in tlieir behalf? Muft not this invigorate their

powers, and preferve them from fmking through fear of

the number and llrength of their adverl'^ries ? Nothing but

ignorance of themfelves can make them boaft of their

ov\'n llrength. The refult of experience in the fludy of

holinefs, mull be a humbling convi6Vion of the force of

temptation, and ftrength of pafTion on the one hand, and

the weaknefs and feeblenefs of human reafon and* refola-

tion on the other. Muft it not then be ofthe greatefl ad-

vantage to believers, to be under an habitual perfuafion of

the prefence and operation ofthe Spirit of God, to fanfti-

iy them wholly ? Without this the attempt would be al-

together vain ; but this makes the exhortation come with

peculiar force and energy, " Work out your own falvati-

" on with fear and trembling ; for it is God that worketh
*' in you both to will and to do of his good pleafure."*

It will be a fupport to the prefent argument to obferve,

that fome fcnfe ofthe weaknefs of human nature, and its

inequality to any thing arduous and difficult, feems tt>

have been pretty univerfal in every country and in eve-

ry age of the world. Thus among the ancient Heathens,

of whom we have the fuUeft account, all great enterprizer,

\vere fuppofed to be undertaken ai the infiigation, and ex-

ecuted by the affiflance of fome fuperior power. Their po-

etsalways gave out, that themfelves were infpired,and their

hero di reded by fome deity ; and moderns generally fup-

pofe, that the very imagination of this had no fmall influ-

ence on the fuccefs ofthe attempt. The interpofition of

deities was, indeed, fo remarkable in the moll eminent an-

cient poets, that it has been reckoned a branch of their art,

diftinguifhed by a particular name, called the machinen%

and is now infeparably joined, at leall to one fpeciesci'

» ri.il. 11. 12, 13.
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poetry. Nay, it was a pretty general belief among fome

nations, that every particular perfon had an angel, fpirit

or genius, to whole care he was committed, who aiFifted

him in difficulty, and protefted him in danger. Does not

all this then evidently prove, that a perfuafion of liiperior

aid mufl have the mod happy influence on our aftivity

and diligence in duty, and our pro^^^refs in holinefs r Doth

it not make it reafonable to expect, vhat thole who trull

to nothing better than their own ftrength, will be propor-

tionably low in their attempts, and deficient in their fuc-

cefs ; but that thofe v/hofe eyes are fixed for dirtflion

upon God, and who live in a continual dependence on his

grace, will become truly partakers of a divine nature ?

Now, is not this the difiinguifliing characleriilic of the

fcheme of redemption by free grace, that it gives lefs to

man and more to God, than any other plan ? It feems in-

deed particularly to point at this very defign in every part

of it, to abafe the pride of man, and to exalt the grace of

God. Self-denial is thefirfl condition of the gofpel, and a

renunciation of all felf-dependence is the lefTon continued

through the whole. " Surely in the Lord have I righte-

" oufnefs and Urength," may be called the motto of every

Chriftian, is a fliort and comprehenfive fummary of his

faith, and the great foundation of his hope and trull. As
then it has been fliewn, that he is habitually inclined to

obedience, with what alacrity and vigor will he apply

himfelf to his duty, fmce he believes that Almighty power

is conilantly engaged in his behalf; and that however un-

able he may be of himfelf, for any thing that is good, yet

a thorough and eifeclual change will be wrought in him
by divine power? What a iirmnefs and fortitude mull be

infpired by the following pafl'age of the prophet Ifaiah,

and other promifes in the fame llrain ? " Had thou not
" known, haft thou not heard, that the everlafiing God,
" the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither

" is weary ? There is no fearching of his underflanding.
*• He giveth power to the faint : and to them that have no
" might he increafeth llrength. Even the youths fhall

" faint and be weary, and the young men lliall utterly fall.

" But they that wait on the Lord fiiall renew their ftrength

;
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*' they fhiiU mount up with wings as eagles ; tliey fliall

" run and not be weary, they fhall walk and not faint."*

But now, perhaps, after all the advantages of this doc-

trine, pointed out in the preceding difcourfe, fome will be

ready to aik me, if it cannot pofiibly be applied to the en-

couragement of impiety, or ferve to foller a fupine floth

and negligence ? 7'o this I am ready to anfwer, By fome

who profefs it, it may ; but by thofe who really believe it,

it never can. There is no part of the word, or providence

of God, that may not be, or that hath not frequently in

fa6l been, abufecl to bad purpofes, by wicked men under

the dominion of their lufls. But, in order to remove

ambiguity, it is proper to obferve, that wherever there is

a national profefllon of any religious principles, there

muftbe many who are not believers, in any other fenfe

than that they have been accuftomed to hear fuch and fuch

things aiferted, have never enquired into nor doubted,

feldom even thought of them, and fo do not difbelieve

them. But there is a great diiterence between fuch a tra-

ditionary belief as may produce a cuftomary profeffion,

and fuch a real and inward perfuafion as will change the

heart, and influence the praftice. That there may be

fome of the firi^ fort of believers in the dodlrme of impu-

ted righteoufnefs, who are not holy, or perhaps abufe it,

illundcrfiood, to unholinefs, I am willing to allow; but

that all thofe who believe it upon real and perfonal con-

viftion, mufl: be mod confcientious in the pradlice of

every moral duty, I hope hath been clearly made appear

in the preceding pages.

The above is all that was firfl: intended, in the profecu-

tion of this argument : but, perhaps, it will not be impro-

per before difmiffmg the fubjedl, to make a few refledlions

upon the reception which it hath met with, and mull Hill

expedl to meet with in the world ; upon its importance

and proper application.

It is very certain, being neither denied by friends nor

,
enemies, that this doftrine hath, in all ages, not only been

attacked with the weapons of human wifdom, but gene-

* If. xl. i8— -,7.
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rally alfo loaded with much reproach and contempt. Af-

ter, therefore, it hath been io far defended, as may ia-

tisfy every impartial mind, and its influence upon prac-

tice demonllrated, I obferve, that whatever imprefiion

this faftmay make upon others, it feems to me no fmall

confirmation of its truth as coming from God, that it is

contrary to the fpirit of the world. This is both agreea-

ble to fcripture and to found reafon. The dodlrine of

" Chrift crucified," the apoflle Paul telfs us, " was to the

" Jews a Humbling block, and to the Greeks foolifnnefs."*

And, fpeaking of the eftecl of the publication of this doc-

trine, he fays, " Ye fee your calling brethren, how that

" not many wife men after the flefli, not many mighty.
" not many noble are called. But God hath chofen tiie

" foolilh things of the world to confound the wife ; and
" God hath chofen the weak things of the world to con^

" found the things which are mighty ; and bafe things of
" the world, and things which are defpifed, hath God
*' chofen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to

" nought things that are."f This we are not to under-

lland, as if the apoflle yielded, that the gofpel was not

agreeable to true wifdom, or that the proper and legitimate

ufe ofhuman wifdom would not lead us to embrace it

:

but it contains aftrong intimation of a truth not common-
ly attended to, that great natural abilities have pretty

much the fame influence on the moral charadler with great

wealth or temporal profperity. They are both apt to in-

toxicate the mind, and lead to pride, arrogance, ' and

felf-conceit : and perhaps intelle^lual pride is as great an

obftru£lion to the difcovery of truth, as any bad difpofiti-

on whatfoever. VVe are alfo taught, that God ordered and
difpofed of things in this maimer, for the wife ends of his

providence, for the fubje£lionof the arrogance and boafled

wifdom of men ; or in the words of the apoflle, " That
" no flefli fhould glory in his prefence." The reception

then which this dod:rine ufually meets with, fliould be fo

far from remaining as a prejudice or objeftion againft its

truth or utility, that, on the contrary, it fliould contri-

* I Cor. u ^\. t I Cor. i. 26—28*
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bute to fatlsfy us, th-at it Is the real and genuine do£lrine

of Chrill, fmce it mt'ets with tlie fame fort of oppofition,

and from the fame quarter, with which this was encoun-

tered at its iirfl pubhcation.

And indeed, befides this exact correfpondence between

the event, and what the Scripture gives us reafon to ex-

pert, as to the reception of the gofpel in the world, I ap-

prehend it oun;ht to be a general prejudice in favor of its

truth, confidering the original it claims, that it doth not carry

on it any of the marks of human wifdom. It feems to lie

(if I may fo fpeak) quite out of the way of human imagi-

nation and contrivance, and is diametrically oppofite in its

whole tendency, to the mod prevailing human inclination,

viz. felf-efleem, pride, and vain-glory. This indeed is the

true reafon why this doctrine is fo unacceptable to the

world, efpecially the ambitious part of it, that it is directly

levelled againR their corrupt allections. It gives a view

of the holinefs, purity and ju'lice of God, which is intole-

rable to all thofe who are not willing to break their league

with fin and vanity. And when it is truly complied with,

it not only divorces men from their former attaciiment to

fm and fenfuality, but will not fuffer them to glory, even

in their new charader. All who fubmit unfeignedly to

the gofpel, both feel and confefs thenifelves wholly indebt-

ed for forgivenefs and acceptance, for their prefent holi-

nefs and their future happinefs, to the free, unmerited

grace of God. How hard fuch a facrifice is, none can

conceive who have not Ibme acquaintance with vital, ex-

perimental religion. Now, what is the moft natural in-

ference from this ? Is it not, that we have not the fmallell

reafon to fufpe6l this doctrine to be a " cunningly devifed

fable," but may refl afl\ired, that it is " the wifdom and
*' the power of God for liilvation, to every one that be-

" lieveth."*

This leads me to obferve, That if the reafoning which

the reader hath perufed upon this fubje^t be jull and con-

clufive, there is one circumilance in which this " dodrine
" according to godlinefs" effentially differs from all other

* Rom. \, 16.
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fcliemes or fyftems of morality. It is, that any of thefe

iyflems a man may underfland, embrace and defend,

without having his heart made better, or his morals fecured

or improved by it at all; whereas it is impoffible, that

any man can really, and from the heart, embrace the doc-

trine of Ghrift's imputed righteoufnefs, without being fanc-

tified by it, " dead to fm, and alive to God." That the

firft of thefe afiertions is true, the lives and characters of

fome noted writers on the foundation of morality, have

been, and are an undeniable proof : fome of them do in-

deed exprefsly yield it ; and it is evidently yielded, by

implication, in all the late writings, where there is fo fre-

quent mention of the fmall influence that fpeculation has

upon praftice. On this is founded what a late acute and

eminent writer* juftly calls the mafter prejudice of this

^ge, viz. " The innocence of error." This may as well

be exprefled by its counterpart, the unprofitablenefs or

inefficacy of truth, which furely ought to be but a weak
recommendation of what is called truth, by thofe who hold,

fuch an opinion.

That the other aflertion is jufl, hath been the point un^

dertaken to be made out in this eflay : and whoever will

but confider how unacceptable this dodtrine is to mankind
in general, may be fatisfied that there can be no effedlual

inducement to embrace it, till there be fuch a difcovery

and fenfe of the evil and danger of fm, as is utterly incon^

fiftent with a voluntary continuance in it. The appa-

rent (late of the vifible church, in which vice and wick-

ednefs fo fhamefully abound, will be no obje6Yion to this,

if what I hinted above be recolledled,-f that there is a

great difference 'between a nominal or cuilomary profeffion,

and real belief. As to the few more zealous and emi-

nent affertors of diis doftrine, who fometimes greatly dif-

Jionor their profelTion, the anfwer is eafy. They are hy-

pocrites, by whom indeed great *'fences do come ;" andi

the weak and unflable fall over the flumbling block, and
are tempted to doubt the reality of religion, by this difco-

very of the falfliood of its profeflbrs. But fuch can never

* Mr. Warbi^iton. t See page.gi.

Vol. I. L
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be fairly ranked among believers, whofe garb and habit

they only treacheroully wore, for fome time, while they

were in the intcrell of another mailer.* We may fay of

them as the apoltle John fays, " They went out from us,

'' but they were not of us ; for if they had been of us,

'' they would no doubt have continued with us, but they
*' went out that they might be made manifeft that they
" were not all of us."f

But this is not all ; for the reception of the dodlrine of

imputed righteoulhefs is not merely to be confidered as

* Pe;h;ips fome may think the late accounts publifhed of the Mo-
laviaiis an objed.i:in to tiie juQiieis of this repielentation. They are

faid to be great alTcitors of the dodrine of irrij^uted rightcowfuefs ; and

yet tliere have not only appeared fome bad men amongft then), but

they are univerfally charged as a fe£l with moft impious and fcanda-

lous practices. Perhaps candor and charity might have led us to fup-

pofc, that moft, or all thofe accufations, were calumnious, if they had

been aflirnied by none but avowed enemies to tlie doctrines which they

efpoufe ; as the firft Chriftians were charged by their enennes with

eating human facrifices, when they met in piivate to celebrate the

Lord's fupppr. But the cafe it feems is otiierwife hfre ; for fjme unfuf-

j>eC.\ed accufcrs hrive appeared, whom none can imagine prejudiced againft

tlitm for embracing the doctrine of imputed righteoulnefs. I confefs

inyfelf to have lb licile acquaintance with thofe Hernhutters, as tl.ey

are called, tiilier a.s to their principles or practices, thai I cannot very

fully handle tlie fubject ; but, if there is no other objeition to what is

affirmed above, no doubt, an acquaintance with the true ftate of the

cafe would enable us eaiily to remove this. Pcihaps, after all, the

bad pradtices charged againft them, may be only the confcquence of

fome defigniiig perfons getting in among them, and a great plurality

may be innocent, or, at Icaft, comparatively fo. But however this be,

it is not certain (at leaft to me) that they really embrace the fame

doctrine with us: the/ do indeed talk much of the Lamb, fpeak of

hiding thcml'elves i.i his wounds, Sec. but I think their language is pe-

culiar to thL:mlelves, and by no means the phrafcology eitiier of Scrip-

ture, or of a!:y other feet of ChriQians. Bc-fides, as Count Zinzendorf,

their leader, takes upon him to be a prophet, it is probable, they arc

juft A fet of deluded people, drawn away by his art, who may much
more properly be faid to believe in him, than in Chi ill.

. [A more perfect knoivledge of the doctrines, character and labors of
the Moravians, has demonstrated, that, so far from furnishing any ob-

jection agiiinst the doctrine defended in this essay^ tbey most powerfiiiljf

illustrate and confirm it.} Note of the Editor.

t 1 John ii. 19.
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the bed: means, comparatively, of producing, preferving

and increafmg our fanclification and purity, as Aire and
effedtual, while others are precarious, but it is the only

way, and all others are abfolutely iniufficient for the pur-

pofe. If this be indeed the dodtrine of Chrill, the fcrip-

ture-method of falvation, then it is not only true, but a

fundamental truth. Of this we are freqiiently and {o-

lemnly afTured in the word of God. " I am the way,
" (fays out" Saviour) and the truth and the life ; no man
" Cometh unto the Father but by me."* So fay the apof-

tles Peter and John, " Neither is there falvation in any
" other : for there is none other name under heaven, given
" among men, whereby we mull be faved."-|- It is tliere-

fore in vain for any to expert an effedual change of lite,

but by an acquaintance with Chrill, and him crucified.

We have indeed the cleared evidence from experience,

that no human reafon, no argument v/hatever, drawn
from worldly convenlency, is at all fufficlent to contend
with violent and finful habits. We fee many examples
of perfons of excellent underftanding and knowledge in

other matters, nay, who can reafon ftrongly and juftly

upon the bad confequences of vice in others, fometimes
even in themfelves, who will yet go on to ruin their name,
family, fortune and health, while they are flaves to evil

habits: nothing will change them but the grace of God.
And as we have {ti^n above, that our own righteoufnefs

in its bed ftate is wholly ineftedtual for our acceptance
with God, fo all who have any expedatlons of this kind
from it plainly fliow, that they have fuch defective views
of the extent and obligation of the divine law, as are in-

confiftent with 'an unfeigned univerfai fubmiffion to it.

This is a matter of the lall importance, and ought to be
])articularly recommended to the ferlous confideratlon of

iuch as may have, at fometimes, fome imperfeft convic-

tions ; fuch as from a wearinefs and fatiety of finning may
give a temporary preference to a life of religion, and raife

a feeble and ineffectual wifiii with Balaam, that they might
" die the death of the righteous." They ought to be told

* J'jhii xiv. 6. t Ads iv. 12.
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that no endeavors to be a little better than before, no ab/li-

nence from fome fms as a kind of atonement for others

retained, no refolutions taken in their own ftrength, no

righteoufnefs of their own offered or trufled in as a matter

of tlieir judification, will be accepted, or is worthy ol" be-

ing fo ; that nothing will be truly effectual, till they fee

their lofl condition, and believe in Chrifl, firft for pardon,

and then for fandification, "to the praii'e of the glory of

*' his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the be-

" loved."* If they have any other plea, any other ground

of hope and truft, it fhall undoubtedly fail them ; they

mull remain under a fentence of jull and legal condem-

nation, and lliall finally perilli ; for " he that believeth in

" the Son hath everlafling life ; but he that belie'veth not
" the Son fliall not fee life, but the wrath of God abidedi

" on him, John iii. 36."!

* Epli. i. 6.

f The application of tliefe pafTages of Scripture, to the particular

if)rinciples above maintained, will, perhaps, be thought to include in it

a very ievere and uncharitable condcirination of many Chriflians, wlu
differ in judgment upon the point of juflification. And indeed I pre-

tend nd great friendlhip to the feutimeuis fo frequently expreffed of

late, " 1 hat it is a fmall matter what a man believes, if his life be
'* good." i'he afTertion iniiifht perhaps be allowed, if it did not con-

tain a foolifli and unreafonable riippolition, that a man may believe

wrong, and yet load as good a life as he that believes light ; the con-

trary to which will always be expeded by him who gives credit to the

word of God, that his people aie " fanclitied through the truth." As
to Socjnians and Pelagians, uho are the greateli oppolers of the truths

above defended, I never did efteeni them to be Chriftians at all ; lii

the confequence, with regaid to them, may be ealily admitted. 15iit

it will be thought hard to fay the fame thing of the Arminians. How-
ever, if the righteoufnefs of Chrift is the only ground of our jullilica-

tion, and the rt-ceptiou of him in this character the true piinciple of

fanililication, 1 do not iec how we can avoid concluding the danger of

thofe who -Aci upon any other plan. And yet I am perfuadtd thtrd

hive been, ai,d are many good men am jng them : which may be ac-

counted for in this manner, that their hearts are bttier than their un-

derftandings ; and they are habitually under the government of piin-

tiples. '..l.ich, thruUgh iome miftaken views, and groupdiefs fears of

their abaCe, thry fpeak of more fparinglv, or rather lecm to ellabl.lh

the contrary pi-(itions. 'I'he proof of this a.ficrtion I take from thrit

0^Vn writingSj particularly from the difreieiicc bttwetu thtir fcrmous
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I am naturally led to conclude this fuhjedl:, by obferv-

ing, that the importance, efficacy and neceflity of the

imputed righteoul'nefs of Chrift, fnews how much it is

the duty of all miniflers of the gofpel to make it the main
and leading theme of their fermons. The preaching of

the gofpel is by the apofl:le Paul, in a very jutl and ex-

preiTive manner, ftiled preaching " the unfearchable riches

" of Chrift." In him every prophecy, precept, promife

and truth is centred. His chara61:er and work as a Savi-

our is held forth in a variety of lights in the facred ora-

cles, and in every opening or view that is given us, fo

to fpeak, of the difpenfations of Divine Providence and
grace, he is the chief figure, or the termination of the

profpe6l. If therefore we would know what efleem is due
to our Redeemer in our hearts, and how high a place he

ought to hold in our views of religion, let us obferve the

regard paid to him by the facred writers. They derive

almoft all their motives to every moral duty, from what
he hath done, and is Hill doing for us, and feem to delight

even in the repetition of his name. I am perfuaded thofe

who are accuftomed to the devout and ferious perufal of

the word of God will not reckon it " enthufiafm," when
I fay, that thefe writers appear to be warmed and elevated

above their ordinary meafure, when they celebrate his

falvation ; and that both in the Old and New Teflament,
wherever we meet with any pafTage Angularly lofty and
fublime, there we may be lure that Chrift the Redeemer
is the immediate theme.

Juflification by the free grace of God, through the re-

demption that is in Chrift Jefus, was the do6lrine taught

anwng Chriftians, in the earlieft and pureft ages of the

and other difcovirfes, and thofe forms of prayer which they have drawn
lip, and not only recoinmer.ded to others, hut left behind thcni as a
witr.efs of their own exercife in their clofets. If they be fuppcfed to

fcei tlie fentiments which they exprefs in their prayers, it can be eaCly
be made appear that thefe fentiments can only be diiftated by the doc-
trine of free grace. If what they fay of themfelves be true in its na-
tural and obvious meaning, and if they believe it, which charity obliges

us to fuppofe, it mult be altogether vain to lay the lealt ftrefs upon
their own righteoufnefs for their acceptance with God.
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church. And their departure from it was the prelude lo

thatuniverfal corruption of faith and worlhip, that relaxa-

tion of difcipline, anddiffoliition of manners, which took

place in the ages following. It is alio very remarkable,

that this dortrine was always fully and dirtindlly taught

in thole churches which never fubmitted to the tyranny,

or received the corruptions of the Romifh Anlichrid ; I

mean the churches of the Piedmontefe vallies, which by
fo many judicious writers, are i'uppofed to be the two
witnefles mentioned in the Revelation, wiio fled into the

wilderneJs from tlie perfccutio4i of the beaft, and prophe-

fied in fackcloth.

The accounts which have been tranfmitted to us of the

principles held by them, long before the reformation,

plainly lliow, that they maintained this do6lrine from the

beginning. And as it is well known that the reformation

took its iirll rife from the grofs and icandalous application

of the doctrine of merit in indulgences, fo all the reform-

ers, without exception, were llrenuous alferters of free

grace. 'I'his was reckoned by them " articulus llantis

" aut cadentis ecclcfias," by which the church mufl fiand

or fall. Particularly, our reformers in both parts of this

ilLuid agreed in preaching the lame dodtrine, and the

eminent piety of our fathers is a ftanding evidence of its

force and ellicacy.

It doth not perhaps become, and probably it would not

he fafe for me, to enter into a particular examination of

the manner of preaching in the preient age ; and there-

fore my reiledtions upon that fubjeft lliail be very itw and

general. What is mGlc obvious in our piefent fituation,

and what ought to afled ChrilHans with moll concern, is,

the great prevalence of inndelity. This is the more fur-

prifing, that we have never wanted, and do not at pre-

fe)it want, many able and eminent writers to Hand up in

defence ofthe gofpcl, and refute the changeable and in-

confifient reafonings of infidels, whatever form they fliall

. from time to time think fit to allume, and on whatever

principles thcr Ihali pretend to build. But, J am afraid,

the bed defence of all is but too much negledled, viz.

Zealous alTiduous preaching the great and fundamental
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truths of the gofpel, the loft condemnec] fate of man by

nature, and the neceffity of pardon through the righteoui-

nefs, and renovation by the Spirit of Chrift. This vculd

make a far greater number of thofe who call themfelver. by

the name of Chrift, Chriilians indeed. And the vifible

efficacy of his doftrine, would be a ienfible dcmonllration

of its truth and divine original. If thefe truths are not

contradided, it may be fafcly laid, that they are by many
kept more out of view than formerly. And furely Vv'-e

have no great caufe to boaft of our improvements in the

preaching art, if its goodnefs is to be determined, like that

of a tree, not by its blolToms, but its fruits.

There is one obfervation v/hich may fatisfy us, that the

preaching of the crofs of Chrift will mcft effedually pro-

mote real reformation. It is, that thole preachers who (10

fay no more) approach neareft to making our own merit

and obedience the ground of our acceptance with God,

very feldom, if ever, give any alarm to the confciences of

their hearers. Let them recommend ever fo pure and

high a ftandard of morals, they are heard without fear, and,

if they preach elegantly, with pleafure, even by the molt

profligate. To fuch preachers, all vain worldly-minded

people, ufually attach themfelves, vidiere they have not

caft off the very form of religion ; but moft part of lerious -

Chriilians, together with profeffing hypocrites, who can-

not eafily be diflinguiflied in this world, always follow

preachers of another drain. It is eafy to fee the reafon

of this from what hath been faid above ; there are none
who fet the flridlnefs and obligation of the law, the holiv

nefs and juftice pi God, in {o av/ful a light, as thofe who
believe there is no fhelter fi-om the fan£tion of the law,

and the wrath of an offended God, but in the blood of

Chrift. Perhaps, I am already enfnared and expofed to

Genfure, by affirming, that there are among us preachers

of different ftrains. But it is fo certain a truth, that I

cannot deny it ; and fo important, that I will not dif-

guife it.

Upon the whole, as the prefent afpeO; of public affai-fs,

as the flate of the world, and character of the age, loudly

call upon all of every ftation to exert themfelves with di-
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ligence for the fupport and revival of truth and rlghteouf-

nefs : I hope the miniilers of the gofpel will promote this

end, by zealoufly laboring to bring men to the faving

knowledge of Chrifl, " the way, and the truth, and the

" life—the foundation—the tried ftone—the precious cor-

'' ner Hone," the flrength and fecurity of the building. To
deny, explain away, or negleft to impart the truths of the

everlafting gofpel, is the way to leave the world in wick-

ednefs ; but, by preaching them in purity, and with fim-

plicity, which, we have reafon to think, will be accompa-

nied with '' the demonftration of the Spirit," fmners are

reconciled unto God, the power of fin is broken in them,

the divine image is formed in them, and upon tliefe truths

their hopes of eternal life mull: reft and depend^ Let us

be ever ready to fay with the apoille Paul, " God forbid

" that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus
" Chrid."* And let us quicken our diligence, and ani-

mate our endeavors, by exprefling, with the pfalmift Da-
vid, our faith in the perpetuity of his kingdom. " His
" name fliall endure for ever : his name (hall be continued
••' as long as the fun ; and men fhall be blefl'ed in him

;

" all nations fliall call him bleffed. Blefled be the Lord
" God, the God of Ifrael, who only doth wonderous things.

^' And blefied be his glorious itame for ever ; and let the

" whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and,

*' Amen."|

* Gal. vi. 14. t Pfal. Ixxii. 17, iS, 19.
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A PRACTICAL TREATISE

ON

R E G E N E R x\ T I O N.

John iii. 3.

yesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, J say unto

thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom

of God.

INTRODUCTION.

f^

I
^HE condition on which miniflers of the gofpel hold

Jl
their office, is extrernely awful. " They mufi: ren-

*' der an account unto God" of their fidelity to the fouls

committed to their charge. Their duty and danger, as

fervants of God, are jointly and ftrongly exprefled in the

commiflion given to the prophet Ezekiel. " Son of man,
*' I have made thee a watchman unto the houfe of Ifrael,

" therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them
*' wa^fiyng from me. When I fay unto the wicked, thou
" flialt furely die ; and thou giveft him not warning, nor
*' fpeakeft to warn the wicked from his wicked way to
'* fave his life ; the fame wicked man fliall die in his ini-

" quity, but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet,
" if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wick-
" ednefs, nor from his wicked way, he fiiall die in his ini-

'' quity : bat thou haft delivered thy fou)."*

* Ezek. Iii. 17, 18, 19.

Vol. I. M
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It is natural for us, in fuch a fituation, to le ofttn re-

volving in our minds this great and weighty trufl. It is

at once our duty and interelt, to confider with all poflible

care, in what way we may have the eafiefl and moll effec-

tual accefs to the hearts of finners : what views of divine

truth will be moll convincing ; what forms of addrefs will

make the firongefl and moll lalling impreflion ; in one

word, how we may acquit ourfelves of our miniftry, fo as

to be a " favour of life unto life," to n!any of thole who
hear us, and to " deliver our own fouls" from the blood

of tbofe that perifh.

Such, indeed, is the undeniable moment and impor-

tance of the truths of the gofpel, that I am often ready to

think; it will be eafy to fet them in fo clear anfl convin-

cing a light, as no perfon of common underflanding fiiall

be able to refill. I am often ready to fay within myfelf,

Surely, if they be warned, they will no more dare to rulh

on the thick bofles of the Almighty's buckler ; furely, the

boldeft finner mull tremble at the thoughts of death, judg-

ment and eternity, fall approaching, and from which it is

impoflible to fl}^ But when we fee how many are able

to fit unmoved under the moil awful threatenings from the

word of God, how many continue unchanged under the

moft alarming difpenfations of Providence, our thoughts

are immediately carried to the unfearchable depth of the

divine counfels ; and we mufl fay with our blefled Saviour,

*' Even fo. Father, for fo it feeined good in thy fight ;"*

or with the apoftle Paul, " But if our gofpel be hid, it is

" hid to them that ,are loll : in whom the god of this world

" hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, left the

" light of the glorious gofpel of Chrifl, who is the image of

" God, fhould fliine unto them."t

The fecret counfel of the moll High, however, though

we muft adore with reverence, it is impoflible for us to

comprehend. What influence this has upon the final

flate of particular perfons, no man in the prefent life is,

and probably no created being fliall ever be, able fully to

explain. This only we know, that it is not fuch as to

* Luke ;(. 21. t 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.
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take away the guilt of fin, or deftroy the efficacy of means.

A fenfe of duty therefore conftrains us to refume the ardu-

ous and difficult talk, intreating the affiftance and blefTirtg

of God, under a nrm perfuafion that he will hear the pray,

er of faith, and make his own word " quick and powerful,

" fharper than any two-edged fword, piercing even to the

" dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and of the joints and
" the marrow, and a difcerner of the thoughts and intents

*' of the heart."

The fubjeft I have made choice of, and intend to han-

dle in the enfuing treatife, immediately regards the fub-

ftance of religion, and is happily as little entangled in

controverfy as any that could be named. We are told

that " except a man be born again, he cannot fee the

" kingdom of God. " In this all parties, every profefii-

on and denomination of ChrifVians, do or ought to agree.

By whatever name you are called, whatfoever leader you

profefs to follow, whatever ordinances you enjoy, if you

are not " born again," you fliall not enter into the king-

of God.

That manner ofpre-aching the gofpel, explaining or

^

recommending divine truth, appears to me moft profi-

table, which brings ofteneft into view, or, rather, never

lofes view of the great and effential difference between be-

lievers and unbelievers, faints and finners, heirs of glory

and heirs of hell. Thefe are mixed together on earth.

They have common privileges as men and citizens. They
cannot be certainly dillinguifhed by human obfervation

;

for though the image of God fliines in a bright and fenfi-

ble manner in fo;iie on the one hand, and fome bear very

plain and deadly fymptoms on the other, whofe ftate may
be determined with little hazard of miftake ; yet, in the

intermediate degrees, there are multitudes whofe real cha-

racter is known only to God. What then can be faid

more awakening, and at the fame time, more certainly

true, than that every hearer of the gofpel, and every rea-

der of fuch a treatife as this, is either reconciled to God
and the obje6l of his love, or at enmity with God, having
'' neither part nor portion" in his favor ; and as many
as die in this laft condition, fliall be the everlafting monu~
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ments of divine wrath. How important a diftinct'on 1

and can any man refrain from faying;, " Lord thou knov^'-

" e(l all things—lo which of thefe claffes do 1 bclonj;; ?''

But there is fomethinpj, if poflfible, ftill more prefiing in

the palTdge of fcripture which I have placed at the head of

this difcourfe. Not only are all men of two different and
oppofite cliara6lers now, but all men are originally of one

chara£ler, unfit for the kingdom of God ; unlel's a change

has paft upon them they continue fo ; and unlefs a change

do pafs upon them hereafter, they mufi: be for ever ex-

cluded. This our Lord introduces with a ibong afieve-

ration, and fignal note of importance : " Verily, verily, I

"• fay unto you. Except a man be born again, he cannot fee

"the kingdom of v od." Thefc words were Tpokcn to

Isicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This ''• maPicr in IfraeF'

came to Jefus by night. Convinced he fcems to have

been of the power whicii attended his miniiiry, but, under

aitill llrongcr attachment to his worldly intcrcfr, he durfl

not openly avow his conviftion. Our Lord, at once to

enlij^hten his mind with the moll falutary of all truths,

and level his pride of underllanding by the manner of

conveying it, faith to him, '^ Lxccpt a man be born again,

" he cannot fee the kingdom of God." T4iis appears to

have been extremely aftonifl-jiug, by his anfwer in the fol-

lowing verfe ;
" Nicodemus faith unto him, How can a

*' man be born when he is old ? Can he enter the fecond
'' time into his mother's womb and be born r"

It is not my purpofe to give a tedious explication of the

pafTage, or entertain the reader with a profufion of criii-

cifm upon the words. This expreffion, the kingdcni of

God, hath various fignifi cations in fcripture, but chiefly

two in the New Teltament, (i.) The golpel difpenfation,

or government of the Meinah, as diflinguilhed from the

preceding periods ; (2.) The kingdom of heaven, where

the fmcere difciples of Chriil fhall be put in full pofftiTiou

ofthe blcfTings of his purchafe. I take it to be the laft of

thefe, that is, either only, or chiefly intended in this place.

Both of them, indeed, may be meant in tlieir proper or-

der, and for their different purpofes. An open protclfion

and receiving the external badge, was neceilary to a con.
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cealed friend and cowardly difciple ; but a xi^ax. to the

Ipiritual privileges of the gofpel, and the promrie of eter-

nal life, was the only thing that could make the profcffioa

valuable or defirable. Accordingly our Saviour feems to

fpeak of both in his reply to Nicodemus's aJmiffion in-

to the vifible church by baptifm, and renovation by the

Holy Gholh Jefus anfwered, " Verily I fay unto thee,

" Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
" cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

i am fenfible that regeneration or the new-birth is a

fubjeit, at prefent, very unfafhionable ; or, at leafl, a ftile

0! language which hath gone very much into defuetude.

It is, however, a fubje<?t of unfpeakable moment, or, la-

th'jr, it is the one fubjedl in which all others meet as in a

centre. The grand enquiry, in comparifon of which eve-

ry thing elfc, how excellent foever, is but fpecious trifling.

What doth it fignify, though you have food to eat in plen-

ty, and variety of raiment to put on, if you are not born

again : if after a few mornings and evenings fpent in un-

thinking mirth, fenfuality and riot, yxDU die in your fms,

and lie down in forrow ? Vv^hat doth it fignify, though

you are well accomplifhed in every other rcfpedt, to adl

your part in life, if you meet at laft with this repulfe from

the Supreme Judge, " Depart from me, I know you not,

" ye workers of iniquity ?"

If this fubj::ft is, indeed, unfafhionable and negledled,

v.-e are miferably deceiving ourfelves. If a new nature is

necelfary, to attempt to repair and new model the old will

be found to be loll labor. If the fpring is polluted aiid

continues fo, what a vain and fruitlefs attempt is it to en-

deavor, by addition, or by foreign mixture, to purify the

flreams. Juii fo it is by no means fufficient, or, to fpeak

more properly, it is altogether impoflible, to reform the

irregularities and vicious lives of fmners, and bring them
to a real conformity to the law of God, till their hearts are

renewed and changed. It is like rearing up an old fabric,

adding to its towers, and painting its walls, while the foun-

dation is gone. See v.'hat the prophet Ezekiel fays offuch

foolifli builders, " Wo to the foolifli prophets—becaufe,
*' even becaufe they have feduced my people, faying,
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" Peace, and there was no peace ; and one built up a

" wall, and lo, others daubed it with untempered mortar:

•' fav.unto th.MTi which daub it with untempered mortar,

" that it fhflU fall : there Ihall be an overflowing lhower»

*' and ye, O great haiUlones, fhall fall, and a florniy wind
" fhall rent it."*

But, perhaps, the fubdance of the doctrine is retained

while the lan^vujge is held in derifion. We are told, it

is but a figurutive exprci^ion, and the fame in its meaning

with repentance or reformation. Doubtlcfs it is ^o. And
it were n;reatly to be wifhed, that many did tlioroughly

nndc'-ftand what is implied in repentance unto life. But

the reader is intreated to obferve, that it is a metaphor fre-

quently ufed in tiie holy fcripture, I think, alfo, it is a

metaphor of peculiar propriety and force; well adapted

to brin'r into view buth the nature of the change which it

defcribes, and the means by which it is accompliflied. If

there are any who in writing, or Ipeaking on tliis fubjedt,

have introduced or invented unlbriptural phrafes, and

gone into unintelligible njyfiicifm, this is neither wonder-

ful in iticlf, nor ou,"-ht it to be any injury or difparagement

to the truth. There is no fubjeft either cf divine or hu-

man learnin^]^, on which fome have not written weakly,

fooliihiy or erroneouily ; but that ought not to excite any

averfion to the do^vlrine itfelf, which hath been perverted

or ahufeJ. I pray, that God may enuble me to write up-

on mis intereiVi ng fubjeft, in a clear, intellij^ible and con-

vincitjo manner ; to fupport the truth from the evidence

of ltnpi:ure and reafon ; to refolve, in a fatisfying manner,

any objections that may feem to lie againfl it ; but, above

all, to cany it home with a perfuafive force upon the con-

fcience and heait- I contend for no phrafes of man's in-

vention bat hr iue.h as I find in the holy fori ptures;. from

thefe I am rcl'o] v d, through the grace of God, never to de-

paii. And, in rhe mean time, I adopt the words of the

eminent and ufeful Dr. Doddridge, " if this doarine, in

'* one lo'-.u or another, be generally taught by my brc-

^' thren in the minillry, I rejoice in it for their own fakes,

» Ezek. xiii. lo, li.
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"•' as well as for that of the people who are under their

" care."

The plan of the following treatife is this :

I. To make fome general obiervat^ous upon the meta-

phor Lifed by the apoitle Jonn, "Except a man be bora
" again ;" and the fame, or fimilar exprelTions, to be found

in other parts of the word ol God.

II. To fliew wherein this change doth properly and

directly confill, together with fornc of its principal evi-

dences and effedls.

III. To iliew by what fleps, or by what means, it is

ufually brought about.

IV. In the lail place, to improve the fabjed, oy a few

praftical addreifes to pciions oidiffersnc charaders.
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CHAP. I.

Somegeneral observations on the metaphor used by the Apostle

Joliny Except a juan be born again, and the same or

slm'/lar expressions^ to befound in other parts of the xvord

ofGod.

Tdeferves the ferious attention of every Chrifiian, that,

as this declaration was made by our Saviour in a very

iblemn manner, and by a very peculiar metaphor, fo this

is not the fingle paiFage in which the fame metaphor \z

i)fed. We find it in the Apollle Paul's epiftle to Titus,
*' Not by works of righteoufnefs which we have dpne, but
" according to his mercy he faved us, by the wafhing of
"" regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft."* We
find one perfectly fimilar to it, in the fame apoftle's fecond

epiftle to the Corinthians, " Therefore if any man be in

"" Chrift, he is a new creature ; old things are paft away,
" behold, all things are become new."! It is elfewhere

called a new creation, with reference to the pov/er exert-

ed in the produftion :
" For we are his workmanfliip,

" created in Chrift Jefus unto good works, whicli God
" hath before ordained that we ihould walk 1n them."^;

It is ftill a figure ot the fame kind that is ufed when we
are exhorted '' to put off, concerning the former conver-
*' fation, the old man, which is corrupt according to the

*' deceitful lufts : and to be renewed in the fpirit of our
" mind ; and put on the new man, which after God is

" created in righteoufnefs, and true holinefs "; To
name no more pafTages, the real believer is faid to be
*' born of God;"|| in which the very expreffion of the

text is repeated, and the change attributed to God as his

proper work.

Whoever believes in the perfection of the fcriptures

will readily admit, that it is intended \te fnould learn

fomediing from this very way of fpeaking itfelf. Let us

therefore confider what may be fafely deduced from it.

* Titus iii. ^. fa Cor. v. 17. \ Ephff. ii. lo.

^ E;)hcf. iv. 22, 23, 24.
II

I John v. 4.
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And, as I would not willingly ftrain the metaphor, and

draw from it any uncertain conclufion ; fo it is no part of

my defign to run it out into an extraordinary length.

Many fmaller refemblances might eafily be fornied be-

tv/een the image and the truth, but they would be more
fanciful than ufeful. The reader is only entreated to at-

tend to a few leading truths, which feem naturally to arife

from this metaphor, and may be both fupported and il-

ludrated from the whole tenor of fgripture dodrine.

SECT. I.

I. Froyn this expression^ Except a man be born again he
CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GoD, we may leam the

GREATNESS of that change -which finist pass upon every
child cf Adam, before he can become an heir of life.

O ftronger expreffion could have been chofen to

fignify a great and remarkable change of ilate and
charadter, whether we take the metaphor in a flrider or a

loofer fenfe. If we take the metaphor in a flrifter fenfe,

it may be intended to point out the change of (late in an
infant newly born, from what it was in, immediately be-

fore the birth. The manner of its exigence, of deriving

its nouriftiment,the ufe and application of its faculties, and
its defires and enjoyments, are all entirely different. If

we take the metaphor in a loofer fenfe, being born may be

confidered as the beginning of our exiftence. To this

fenfe we feem to be directed by the other expreflions, of

being created in Chrift Jefus, and made new creatures-

Does not this ftill teach us the greatnefs of the change ?

We mull be entirely different from what we were before,

as one creature differs from another, or as that which be-

gins to be at any time, is not, nor cannot be the fame,

with what did formerly exift.

This may alfo be well fupported from a variety of other

paffages of fcripture, and is a confequence of different

truths contained in the word of God. For example, our

natural flate is, in fcripture, compared to death, and our

recovery to our being reRored to life. Thus the apoille

Vol. L ^ N
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Paul in writing to the Ephefians fays, " And you hath he
"" quickened who were dead in trefpafles and lins." And
a little after, " But God, who is rich in mercy, for his

" great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were
" DEAD in fins, hath quickened us together with Chrift:."*

To the fame purpofe the apofde John fays, " We know
" that we have paffedfrom death to life."f The change

is fometimes defcribed by palling from darknefs to hght,

than vvliich two things, none can Hand in greater oppofi-

tion to one anodier. '' Ye were fometimes darknefs, but
" now are ye light in the Lord."^ Every one muft be

fenfible how eafy it would be to multiply palfages of the

fame kind. But this I forbear, and only wifli we had all

of us a deep impreflion of the meaning and importance of

thefe upon our hearts.

It will not be improper, however, to obferve how plain-

ly the fame truth appears from the power which the fcrip-

ture reprefents as exerted, in bringing a fmner from a

Hate of nature to a flate of grace. It is conftantly af-

firmed to be the work of God, the effect of his power, nay,

the exceeding greatnefs of his power. " By grace ye are

'* are faved, through faith, and that not of yourfelves, it is

*' the gift of God."j| " Work out your own falvation

*' with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in

" you to will and to do of his good pleafure.^l And what
" is the exceeding greatnefs of his power to us ward who
*' believe, according to the working of his mighty power
" which he wrought in Chrill when he raifed him from
" the dead,"** Now is there any need of a divine agent

to perform a work of no moment ? Would it be celebra-

ted as an eftedl of the power of God, if it were not truly

great ?

Let me now, in the mod earned manner, befeech every

perfon who reads thefe lines, to confider deliberately with

himfelf what is the import of this truth, and how firmly it

is eftabliflied. It appears that regeneration, repentance,

converfion, or call it what you will, is a very great change

* Eph. ii. I, 4, 5. t I J^liii iii. U- t Ep'i. v. 8. H Eph. ii. 8.

^ Phil. ii. 12. ** Eph. i. 19.
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from the ftate In which every man comes into the world.

This appears from our Saviour's affertion, that we mufi:

be " born again." It appears from a great variety of other

fcripture phrafes, and is the certain confequence of fome

of the mod eiTential doctrines of the gofpeL

With what jealoufy ought this to fill many of the ftate

of their fouls ? How flight and inconfiderable a thing is it,

that with multitudes paffes for religion ? efpecially in thefe

days of ferenity and funfliine to the church, when they are

not compelled by danger to weigh the matter with delibe-

ration I A few cold forms, a little outward decency, fome
faint defires, rather than endeavors, is all they can afford

for fecuring their everlalling happinefs. Can the weak-
nefs and infufficiency of thefe things pofTibly appear in a

flronger light than when true rcligion is confidered as a

new creation, and a fecond birth ? If the infpired writers

be allowed to exprefs themfelves either with propriety or

truth, it is painful to think of the unhappy deluded ftate of

fo great a number of our fellow-fmners.

Will fo great a change take place, and yet have no vi-

fible effect ? Had any great change happened in your
worldly circumftances, from riches to poverty, or from
poverty to riches, all around you would have fpeedily dif-

eerned it. Had any fuch change happened in your health,

^t had been impoffible to conceal it. Had it happened in

your intelleftual accomplifhments, from ignorance to

knowledge, it would have been quickly celebrated. How
comes it then to be quite undifcernable, when it is from
fm to holinefs ? I am fenfible that men are very ingenious

in juftifying their condudl, and very fuccefsful in deceiv-

ing themfelves. They will tell us that religion is a hidden
thing, not to be feen by the world, but lying open to his

view who judgeth the fecrets of all hearts. And doubt-

lefs this is, in one view, a great truth : true religion is not

given to oftentation ; diffident of itfelf, it is unwilling to

promife much, left it fliould be found wanting. But it

ought to be confidered that, however concealed the inward
principle may be, the practical effefts muft of necefTity

appear. As one table of the moral law confifts entirely

of our duty to others, whoever is born again, and renevy^



I04 -A Practical Treatise

ed in the fpirit of his mind, will be found a quite different

perfon from what he was before, in his converfation with

his fellow-creatures.

Hypocritical pretences to extraordinary fan6lity are in-

deed highly criminal in themfelves, and extremely odious

in the fight of God. But the prefent age does not feem

to have the leaft tendency to this extreme. There is ano-

ther thing much more common, not lefs abfurd, and infi-

nitely more dangerous to mankind in general : a demand
upon the public, that, by an extraordinary effort of cha-

rit}', they fhould always fuppofe the reality of religion in

the heart, when there is not the leafi: fymptom of it in the

life. Nay, fome are hardly fatisfied even with jthis, but

infift that men fhould believe well of others, not only

without, but againft evidence. A bad opinion expreffed

of a man, even upon the mofl open inflances of profanity,

is often anfwered with, "• What have you to do to judge

the heart ?" It is amazing to think what inward confola-

tion fmners derive to themfelves from this claim of for-

bearance from their fellow.creatures. Let me befeech all

fuch to confider, that as God cannot be deceived, and

v/ill not be mocked, fo in truth they ufually deceive none

but themfelves. Every human affedlion, whefi it is flrong

and lively, will difcover itfelf by its apparent effects ;

and it is as true of religious afFe6tions as of any other, that

*' the tree is known by its fruits."

But if they have reafon to fufpefl themfelves whofe

change is not vifible to others, how much more thofe, who,

if they deal faithfully, mufl confefs they are quite Gran-

gers to any fuch thing in their own hearts. I do not

mean that every perfon fhould be able to give an account

of the time and manner of his converfion. This is often

effected in fo flow and gradual a manner, that it cannot

be confined to a precife or particular period. But furely

thofe who are no way fenfible of any change in the courfe

of their affections, and the objefts at which they are

pointed, can fcarcely think that they are born again, or be

able to affix a proper meaning to fo ftrong an expreffion.

I have read an obfervation of an eminent author. That

thofe who cannot remember -the time when they were
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ignorant or unlearned, have reafon to conclude that they

are ib Hill : becaufe, however flow and infenfible the fteps

of improvement have been, the efFefts will at lail clearly

appear, by comparifon with an uncultivated ftate. In the

fame manner, whoever cannot remember the time when
he ferved the fornker lufts in his ignorance, has reafon to

conclude that no change deferving the name of regenera-

tion, has ever yet taken place.

It will be, perhaps, accounted an exception to this, that

fome are fo early formed for the fervice of God, by his

bleffing on a pious education, and happily preferved from
ever entering upon the deftruftive paths of vice, that they

cannot be fuppofed to recolle6l the time when they were

at enmity with God. But this is an objection of no con-

fequence. The perfons here defcribed have generally fo

much tendernefs of confcience, fo deep a fenfe of the evil

of fin, that of all others,' they will moft readily difcover

and confefs the workings of corruption in their own hearts,

and that " law in their members that warreth againft the
" law of God in their minds." They will be of all others

moft fenfible of the growth of the new, and mortification

of the old nature ; and will often renlember the folly and
vanity of youth, in inftances that by moft others would
have been reckoned perfe6tly harmlefs.

What hath been faid in this fe(Stion, is exprefsly defign-

ed to awaken fuch fecure and carelefs formalifts as may
have any general belief of the word of God. To be born
again mull be a great change. Can you then fuppofe that

you have undergone this, not only without any applica-

tion to it, but without fo much as being fenfible of it, or

being able to difcover its proper efFedls.

S E C T. II.

This expression^ except a man be born again, and other

similar expressions, imply, that the change here intended
is not merely partial, but universal.

ANEW birth evidently implies an univerfal change..

It muft be of the whole man, not in fome particu-

lars, but in all without exception. As this is a truth
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which naturally aril'es from the fubjeft, fo it is a triUh of

the lafl moment and importance, which merits the mofl;

ferious attention of all thofe who defire to keep themfelves

from illufion and felf-deceit in this interefling queftion.

Innumerable are the deceits of Satan. If he cannot
}ieep iinners in abfolute blindnefs and fecurity, which is

his fii"lt attempt, he induftrioully endeavors to pervert

their views of religion, either by caufing them to miftake

appearances for realities, or fubflituting a part for the whole.

This branch of the fubje<5l is of the more confequence,

that I am perfuaded it is peculiarly applicable to great

numbers of the ordinary hearers of the gofpel as fuch. The
great bulk of thofe who finally fall fliort of everlafting life,

though they lived under the adminiflration of 'the word
and facraments, are ruined by miftakes of this kind.

There are few of them, if any at all, who have at no time,

through their whole lives, any ferious imprefTions about

their fouls, or do nothing in the way of religion. There
are ftill fewer who are fpeculative unbelievers, and fortify

themfelves in their profane practices, by irreligious prin-

ciples. The far greateil number do fome things, and
abftain from others, to quiet the inward complaints of con-

fcience, and muft have fome broken reed -or other, on
which they may refl: their eternal hopes.

It might ferve in general to alarm fuch perfons, that,

as I have obferved above, the change is evidently very-

great, and therefore they ought not eafily to fuppofe that

It is already pad. But I now add fomething ftill more
awakening, that the change, however great, if it is only

partial, is not fuch as is neceffary to falvation. There may-

be a change truly great in fome particulars, from one pe-

riod of life to another, not only fenfible to a man's felf,

but vifible and remarkable to others about him, which yet

is not faving, becaufe it is not general, or becaufe it is not

permanent. The truth of this obfervation, that the change
mult be univerfal, appears from the conftant tenor of the

holy fcriptures. Thus the Pfalmill fays, " then fliall I

*' wot be afliamed, when I have refpedt unto all thy com-
" mandments."* And the apolile James," Whofoever

* Plal. c^iix. 6.
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" fliall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point,
^^

*' he is guilty of all."* It is indeed, fo much the Ian-
^

guageoffcripture, that it is needleis to infift upon it. God
will be lerved without a rival, aixl will not fliare domini-

on with any in the human heart. But what I am perfua-

ded will be of moil ufe upon this fubje^, will be to point

out, in a few particulars, by what means a partial change

is fometimes brought about, and how this differs from that

which is faving and univerfal.

I. In the firll place, fometimes a partial change in

point of morals, is produced merely by a natural or ac-

cidental change in age, temper, or fituation. There are

different fms to which men are addided in the different

periods or llages of the human life. Thefe, of confe-

quence, give way to, and are fucceeded by one another.

There are, indeed, inftances of extraordinary depravati-

on in fome perfons, who " felling themfelves" like Ahab,

to work iniquity, become the flaves of almoll every evil

habit incident to human nature. Thefe, however, are

efteemed monfters even by the world in general, who con-

tinue in thecommiffion of every fm while they can, and

burn with defires after them when they cannot. But it

often happens that the folly and levity, nay, even the dif-

folute licentioufnefs of youth, gives way to the ambitious

projects of riper years, and the hurry of an a6tive life

;

and thefe again are fucceeded by fordid, felfifh, and cove-

tous old age. In many cafes the fins are changed, but the

difpofition to fin and averfion from God, remains fi:ill the

fame. One fin may be eafily fupplanted by another, in

a heart that is w)iolly a ftranger to renewing grace. Hov/

gqeatly then may men deceive themfelves, by drawing

favorable conclulions from even a great and remarkable

change in fome one or more particulars, while they con-

tinue under the government of fins of a different kind. It

is of fmall confeqnence which of the commandments of

God are tranfgreffed, fince they are all of equal and in-

difpenfable obligation. It is of little moment for a man to

get quit ofone diflemper, by contra61:ing another equally

inveterate, and as certainly mortal. What profit was it

* Jame?. ii. lo.



ao8 A Practical Treatise

to the Pharifee that he was not an extortioner like the

publican ? his pride rendered him Hill more odious and

detellable in the fight of God.

I may add here, that befides the common and neceflary

change of age and temper, a change of fituation, employ-

ment and connections, will fomelimcs wean a man from

one fin and introduce an attachment to another. If the

temptation is removed, ihe fire may be extinguifhcd for

want of fuel. The inclination to fin in fome kinds may
be thus occafionally weakened, or the commiffion of it

rendered impofiible. It is eafy to fee that fuch a change

.*»s this can be of no avail in the fight of God ; or rather,

to fpeak more properly, it is only an apparent, and no

real change at all. It is a difference ofeffedl frcThi an al-

teration of circumfiances, but arlfing from the very fame

caufe. Are there not many who may apply this refledtion

to themfelves ? Are there not many who have ceafed to

fin in fome refpe(5ls, becaule they have begun to iin in

others ? Are there not many who are abufed and deceiv-

ed by this delufory view ? who take comfort to themfelves

by remembering fome fpecies of fins or follies which they

now fincerely and heartily defpife ? Take heed that this

be not entirely owing to your progrefs through life, or a

change of circumilances and fituation. Are you not fiill

living as much to yourfelves as ever? as much averfe

from a life of love to, and communion with God, as ever ?

Remember, that though your condud: may be wifer and

more prudent, and your charafter more refpeftable in the

world than before, this is no proof of regeneration ; and
*•' except a man be born again, he cannot fee the king«

" dom of God."
2. Sometimes a partial change is produced by ftrong

occafional convictions, either from tlie word or providence

of God. There are many inftances in which convi£lions

of fin are raifed in the minds of the hearers of the gofpel,

v/hich continue in great force for fome time, and have a

partial effetSt which Hill remains. Even a Felix is fome-

times made to tremble at the thoughts of a judgment to

come. It is very certain that natural confcience, when
awakened by the word of God, will both reftrainfrom fin.
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and excite to duty, even while fin hath the dominion upon
the whole. As the fpirit lulleth againft the flefh, and the

fiefli againft the fpirit, in believers, {o confcience, the

divine witnefs in the hearts oi unbelievers, may urge to

the practice of duty in a certain meafure, when it is not
able to change the heaj-t inwardly and univerfally. It

may deter from fms to which the attachment is lefs llrong,

even whiHl it is not able to expel a darling luft, or de-
throne a favorite idol.

There is a remarkable example of this chara6ler in
Herod, and his behavior to John Baptift. We are told

by the evangelift Mark, that Herod "feared John, know-
*' ing that he was a juft man and an holy, and obferved
" him, and when he heard him he did many things, and
" heard him gladly."* That is to (liy, he did many fach
things as were leafl contrary to the bent of corrupt affec-

tion. But that the change was not entire is plain; for

when he was reproved for his beloved luft, it only ferved
to inflame his refentment, and he took away the life of his

reprover. We find that Ahab king of Ifrael, of whom it

is faid that he " did more to provoke the Lord God of
" Ifrael to anger than all that went before him," yet hum-
bled himfelf on the denunciation of divine wrath, and was
fo far penitent as ferved to procure a fufpenfion of the
temporal ftroke.

It appears, indeed, from innumerable inftances in
fcripture, as well as from daily experience, that there are
temporary conviaions raifed in the minds of many, both
by the word and providence of God. It is alfo certain,
that there are imperfeft eiteas of thefe conviftions, which
often continue a confiderable time, or rather are perpetu-
al, though they are ftili only partial. Many fmners,
though they continue unrenewed, yet dare not return to
the fame unbounded licence as before. Nay, there are
fome fms, under the penal eiFeas of which tiiey have fe-

verely fmarted, which they never dare afterwards to in-
dulge. We have a very remarkable national inftance of
this imperfea reformation in the Jews. They were at
firft fliamefully and amazingly prone to idolatry, and con-

* Mark vi. 20.

Vol. I. O
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tinued fo under repeated ftrokes, till the terrible delolati-

on they met with at the Babylonifh captivity ; from that

period however, notvvithilanding their great guilt in other

particulars, they never returned to idolatry, but to this

day continue to have the deepeft abhorrence of that ca-

pital crime.

There are many particular perfons in the fame fituati-

on. Some fins which have lain heavy on their confciences,

or for which they have leverely fufi'ered in the courfe of

Providence, they will not commit ; but others, one or

more, which may be called their " own iniquity," they

hold faft, and will not let them go. Are there not diffe-

rent degrees of depravation and obllinacy to be found in

different fmners, as well as different degrees of tjolinefc,

obedience, and fubmiflion in the children of God ? And
though there is ufually aprogrefs in the firft to the worfe,

as well as in the laft to the better, yet flill there may be

particular fins which they dare not commit, and particular

duties which they diligently difcharge. Nay, this partial

charader is often the very thing that blinds their minds,

and continues their fecurity in an habitual alienation of

heart from the life and power of true religion.

Are there not many cuUomary Chriilians^who have a

form of godlinefs, and, though they are utter ftrangers to

communion with God, yet nothing will induce them to

part with their form ? Are there not many whom it would

ht unjull to brand with the groffer crimes of profane

fwearing, fenfnal riot, or unclean luft, who yet have their

hearts fet upon the world, which they love and purfue,

and oh which they reft with complacency, as their fweet-

eft portion ? Are all outwardly decent and fober perfons

ready to take up die crofs, and follow their mafter without

the camp ? Are they ready to forfake " houfes and bre-

" thren, and fillers and lands, yea, and their own life

" alio, for his fake and the gofpel's ?" And yet without

this they cannot be his difciples. There are many hard

fayings in religion, which ordinary profefibrs cannot bear,

and widi which they never comply. Remember the cafe

of the young man who came to our Saviour, and fpoke

with fo much modefty and difcretion, but could not bear
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t1:iis great trial :
*' Then Jefus beholding him, loved him,

'' and faid unto him, One thing thou lacked : go thyjKfay,

" fell whatfoever thou halt, and give to the pocu|||nd

" thou fhalt have treafure in heaven ; and come, tSrup
" the crofs and follow me. And he was fad at that fay-

*' ing, and went away grieved, for he had great poflefli-

ons »*

3. Sometimes a partial change is j)roduced, in a great

raeafure, even by the lov€ and attachment which men
liave to fome one darling and governing fm. The lefs

willing they are to cut off the right hand, and to pluck out

the right eye, the more zealous and diligent they will be

in other things, to atone for the indulgence, or to cover it

from their own obfervation. How careful is a Pharifee

to tithe mint, anife, and cummin, Avhile he negledts the

weightier matters of the law ? How does he "make broad

" his phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of his gar-

*? ment," while he is defeftive in "judgment, mercy and
" faith ?" How did the ancient Jews come with thoufands

oframs and ten thoufand rivers of oil, while living in the

habitual negled of fome of the mofl important branches

of the divine law ? We have an appofite example of this

in the conduft of Saul, when fent againft Amalek : he

fpared of the fpoil what was good, though he was com-

manded to deftroy it, and then pretended to make a free

uncommanded offering of facrifice unto God, for which he

met with this juft and fevere reprimand :
" Hath the Lord

" as great delight in burnt-offerings and facrifices, as in

*' obeying the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is better

" than facrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rarfrs.".f

We fee every day innumerable inllances of the famdkind ;

when there is any fin which men are willing to fpare,

which they defend with arguments, or palliate with ex-

cufes, they are fo much the more ready to over-do in fuch

duties as are not fo contrary to the prefent current of un-

fanftified affedlion.—From all this you will plainly fee^

that no man ought to judge of himfelf by the greatnefs of

the change in any particular, unlefs it is univerfal, and

^vithout exception.

* March K. 21, 22. t I Sam. xv. 22.
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SECT. III.

Frd^Jhe!ie words, except A max be born again, he can-

not SEE THE KINGDOM OF GoD, and otker similar express

sions in the holy scriptures, xve may infer that the change

here intended is not merely external and imperfect, hut

inward, essential ««£/ compleat.

I
MIGHT have divided this obfervation intotv/o parts,

and treated of them feparately ; firft fhewing that it is

not an outward and apparent only, but an internal and

real change ; fecondly, that it is not an imperfedt change,

or difference in degree only, but a compleat and eflential

change of the whole character. But as the illuftr^ion of

thefe two mufl; have neceffarily in a great meafure coinci-

ded, and they are very clofely connefted, I have chofen

to join them together.

That what fliall be faid on this fubjedl may be the more
ufeful and profitable, I will endeavor to explain, in as

diftinft and fimple a manner as I am able, what you are

to underfland by the above remark. The firfl: part of it

will be moft eafily comprehended, that it is not an exter-

nal only, but an internal change ; that the meft apparent-

ly flridl and regular converfation, the moft faultlefs dif-

charge of outward duties, v/ill not be fufficient, while the

heart continues enflaved to fin in general, or under the

dominion of any particular lufl. The other part of the

remark is, that the change mult not only be imperfecl, or

in degree, but eflential and compleat. That is to fay, it

is not fufficient that a man be fomewhat lefs wicked than

before, that he not only gives up fomefins, but ufe mode-

ration in others ; nay, though he be under fome degree of

refiraint unii'erfally, if Aill there is not what may be call-

ed an efiential change of charadler, if ftill fin has the afcen-

dency upon the whole, though its dominion be not fo un-

controlled as before.

Sin may certainly have the chief feat in the affeflions,

though it hath not altogether quiet and peaceable poffeffion.

There mufl; always be fome governing principle, which,

properly fpeaking, conflitutcs the character. As ourSa-
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viour tells.us, " No man can ferve two maflers ; for either

" he will hate the one and love the other, or elfe he will

" hold to the one and deipife the other
; ye cannot ferve

" God and mammon."* Grace and corruption are op-

pofite to their natures, and mutually deftruftive of each

other, fo far as they prevail : and therefore the great qiiel-

tion is, not how far any of them is altered from what it

was formerly in itfelf, but how far it prevails in oppolition

to the other, and hath truly the government of the man.

1 find it extremely difficult to communicate this truth in a

fimple and intelligible manner, fo as to be level to the

meanell capacities. And it is little wonder; for here

lies the chief part of the deceitfulnefs of fin. It will, I

hope, be better underflood by what is now to be added,

both for its proof and illuftration.

That what 1 have above ailerted is agreeable to the ana-

logy of faith, and a part of the will of God, may eafily be

made appear. It is the conflant uniform dodrine of the

holy fcriptures. There we find it is the peculiar prero-

gative of God, that he feeth and judgeth the heart. By
this his knowledge is diftinguiflied from, and excels all

created underilanding, and therefore, as no appearance

will deceive, fo no infincere profelTion will be accepted by
him :

" For the Lord feeth not as man feeth, for man
'' looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord look-

" eth on the heart. "j- To this purpofe is the exhortati-

on of David to his fon Solomon :
" And thou Solomon,

" my fon, know thou the God of thy father, and ferve him
" with a perfed heart and with a willing mind, for the

" Lord fearchet^ all hearts, and underflandeth all the ima-
*' ginations of the thoughts."J
The ilrefs that is laid on this in fcripture, and the fre-

quent repetition of the word " heart," can hardly have ef-

caped the notice even of the moft curfory reader, or the

moll fuperficial obferver. We find the confent of the heart

required as indifpenfably and chiefly neceffary, and that

as diftinguifhed from outward and apparent obedience,

which, without it, will be of no value. " My fon, give me

* Matt. vi. 24. t i Sam. xvi. 7. \ i Chron. xxviii. 9,
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" thine heart," fays Solomon, " and let thine eyesobferve

*' my ways."* We find an inward change of heart and

difpolilion promifed by God as the work of his Spirit and

grace :
" A new heart alfo will I give you, and a new fpi-

" rit will I put within you ; and I will take way the Ilony

" heart out of your flefli, and I vvill give you an heart ot

*' fleih, and I will put my Spirit within you, and caufe

" you to walk in my fiatutes, and ye fliall keep my judg-

" ments and do them."! We find the fame thing im-

plored by penitent finners, as neceffary to their recovery

:

" Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right

" fpirit vv'ithin me."^ And we find the duty of returning

penitents, prefcribed in the very fame terms :
" Cafl; away

" from you all your tranfgrelTions, whereby ye hav^tranf-
" greffed, and make you a new heart and a new fpirit ; for

*•' why will ye die, Ohoufe ofirrael.'lj

I fliall only further obferve, that we find in fcripture an

integrity of heart required to real religion ; that is to fay,

that the love of God mull be the commanding governing

princi[)le, that there mufl be no divided or rival afte(^lion

fufi'ered to remain : " For the Lord your God proveth you,
*' to know whether you love the Lord your God v/ith all

*' your heart and with all your foul,*'^ The firil duty of

" the moral law runs in thefe terms :
" Thou flialt love

" the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
*' foul, and with all thy mind;"** which, as a precept of

the gofpel, is explained by the following paifage ;
" He

"•' that loveth father or mother more than me, is not wor-
" thy of me ; and he that loveth fon or daughter more
*' than me, is not worthy of me."!! If, to any, the col-

lefting of fo many paffages of fcripture feem tedious, it is

entirely owing to the abundance and commonnefs of them.

It were eafy to have added ten times the number to thof©

which have been already quoted, a circumftance to which
i particularly beg the reader's attention, as it fets in the

ih-ongell light the certainty and importance of this truth.

* Pi-ov. xxlii. 26. t Ezek, xxxvl. 26. 27. \ Pfal. li. 10. || Ezek.

jcviii. 31.
"ll

Deut. xiii. 3. »* Matt. xxii. 37. ft Matt. x. 37.
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Having fo far confirmed and eftabliflied the obfervation

from the facred oracles, I would willingly illuflrate and

apply it a little more particularly. And as truth leldom

receives greater light from any thing than from a difcove-

ry of the oppofite errors, I fliall point out by what means

fometimes an apparent or imperfeft change is produced,

which is not inward and effential. This I apprehend \i\\i

be effe6ted by a view of the following characters, every

where to be met with. i. A character formed upon a

well-condu6led felfifli principle. 2. One that is fupreme-

ly governed by reputation, and a defire of honor and re-

fpe6t from men. 3. One that is influenced by a religi-

ous principle, in which a fpirit of bondage and flavifli fear

chiefly predominates.

In the firft place, there is a characler in the world which

may be faid to be formed upon a well-conducted felfilli

principle. It may be faid indeed, in general, of every

unrenewed perfon, that in fuch a heart God is dethroned,

and felf, in one fliape or other, is exalted, is fet in his place

and reigns in his llead : but what I have chiefly in view

at prefent is, to point out the charafter of thofe who, in all

thofe parts of their conduct which affume the name of re-

ligion or of virtue, are chiefly aftuated not by a fenfe of

duty, but by an intention to promote their own preient

fatisfaClion and comfort. It is the language of experi-

ence and found reafon, as well as of the word of God,
" that the wicked worketh a deceitful work." There are

many immediate and fenfible bad confequences of vice

and wickednefs. Some who have already fmarted under

their efFefts, may, therefore, in many inftances avoid

them, without ally due fenfe of the evil of fin as againll

the law of God, or taking his fervice as their hearty and

unfeigned choice.

Let us give fome examples of this. A man may avoid

intemperance and excefs, purely or chiefly, becaufe it is

hurtful to his health, and introduces fuch diforders into his

frame as incapacitates him for relifliing even the plealures

of the world and of fenfe. A man may find from experi-

ence, that being injurious to others in word or indeed,

nay, even refenting the injuries done to himfc'f, raifes up
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fo many enemies, and fo inflames every little incident, as

greatly to dillurb his peace. He may therefore be patient

and forbearing, whilll; it is not owing to any meeknefs oi"

mind, or government of his paffions from a \t\\{t of duty,

but merely to the ilrength of his judo:ment, and his fall-

ing upon the fitted; way of promoting iiis own eafe. It is

precilcly this fort of men who may often be obl'erved to

be realonable, modeft, and fell^denied, in their deportment

m the world in general, but Hwage and tyrannical, or

peevifli and difcontented in their ov/n families, where
tiiere are none upon equal terms with them, or able to

make a formidable refiftance to them. A wife man may,
upon the v/hole, by reiledlion difcover, that what gives

the higheil relilh and poignancy to every fenlible enjoy-

ment is, to habituate himfelf to fome degree of felf-denial,

to conduct them with decency, and to ufe them with fo-

briety and moderation. When this condud, as indeed is

commonly the cafe, is the fruit of experience, it is fo fenfj-

ble a change, that it often paffes itielf not only on others,

but even on the perfon concerned, for a religious change.

But if the change is not inward as well as outward, if the

affeclions ftill flow in the fame channel, though they are

better hemmed in and preferved from impetuofity ond ex-

cels ; if the fource of happinefs is Hill the fame, though

rt is more fparingly or more wifely indulged, it is plainly

the old nature, and the perfon cannot be faid to be born

again. He is outwardly regular, and comparatively lefs

wicked than before, but cannot be faid to love and ferve

God *• with all his heart and with all his foul."

We vi\iy learn from this very important lelFon, to dif-

tinguifli betv/een human virtue and religion, between a

decent and biamelefs carriage upon motives of prefent

conveniency, and a new nature, or a gracious ftate. I

know fome are highly dilTatisfied at making any dillindli-

on of this nature ; but is it not plainly poflible that fuch a

character as is deicribed above may exill ? Is it not alio

plain, for reafons too obvious to be infilled on, tliat it can-

not defcrve the name of a new or fpiriiual birth ? And is

it not, therefore the duty of minifters of the gofpel to put

men in mind of this, as well Jis every other fource of felf-
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deceit ? Nay, the neceflity in one view is greatefl, in fiich

a cafe as this, that we may warn thole of their clanger who

have a name to live while they are dead, that we may

fhakethe flrong-hold of the prefumptuous felf-applaudliig

formaliil, who is often more deaf and inlenfible to the

things that belong to his peace, than the moil abandoned

profligate.

Is there any ready to fay, Why do you take upon you

to judge the heart, and afcriiie what you mull ccnfefs to

be excellent and amiable in itfelf, to wrong motives and

an irreligious principle ? I anfwer, I judge no man's

heart; but, while I leave it to the decifive judgment of

God, would willingly fubjeft its adlings to its own review.

It is but an appeal to the inwatd court of confcience, or

rather a citation of the perfon, with confcience as the wit-

nefs, to the tribunal of him that " trieth the reins and the

*' heart." But, after all, there is no difficulty in going a

Hep farther. We may often know the " tree by its fruits."

We may often difcern the falfehood of thefe plaufible mo-

ralifrs, by an habitual worldlinefs of temper and converfa-

tion, by a great indifference about the ordinances and wor-

fliip of God; nay, fometimes a bold and avowed oppofi-

tion to vital experimental religion, to the language and

exercifes of the fpiritual life.

To prevent the millinderflanding of what hath been

laid, it will be necefiary to obferve, that I intend noi to

deny the propriety or the ufe of thefe affiftant motives, as

they may be called, which arife from the prefent beneiit

and advantage of true religion. I have faid only, that the

obedience or reformation which flows from no higher prin-

ciple, is not fuch'as vv^ill be acceptable to God ; it is not

that change which is necefiary before we can enter into

life eternal. There are, however, various ufes to which

thefe confiderations may juftly, and ought in duty to be

applied. They ought to fatisfy us of the excellence and

truth of religion in general, and to be produced in oppofi-

tion to the licentious and profane topics of converfation,

fo often to be met with in promifcuous company. When
any one begins to declaim in favor of lull and fenfuality,

and alledges that nature has given us defu'es, and why
Vol. I. P
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Ihould it give them, but in order to their gratification ?

Let the hearer immediately obferve, that by the corruption

of nature, our appetites are greatly inflamed, and not at

all in a found flate ; that, as is plain from the mod incon-

terted experience, the bell and mod defirable enjoyment
of any fenfible delights is, that thankful, felf-denied, mo-
derate ufe of them, which the word of God authorifes or

prefcribes.

The lame reflexions may very properly ferve for

awakening grolfer finners to a fenfe of their danger. The
prodigal feems to have been firll broupjht to himfelf by a

deep refleclion upon his own folly. But he did not red

here : he did not content himfelf with endeavoring to re-

cover, by fobriety and indudry, the wealth which l»e had

fquandered away, but returned to his father for the for-

givenefs of his crime. In the fame manner, no doubt,

the lofs of health, fubdance, and reputation, fliould con-

vince the fmner of the evil of his ways. This argument
is ufed by the apodle Paul :

••' What fruit had ye then in

*' the things of which ye are now adiamed?"* But I

would never call that religion, which proceeds to no
higher views ; nor that repentance, which is completed

by no better principle.

Such refledtions fiiould alfo be improved by every good

inan, to imprefs his mind with a deep fenfe of the good-

iiefs of God. Every thing that he commands is truly

mod eligible in itfelf, and mod beneficial to us. His will

is as gracious as his authority is abfolute. Religion's

" ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are

^' peace."f Well might our bleifed Mader fay, " Take
" my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek
" and lowly in heart, and ye fliall find red unto your
*' fouls: for my yoke is eafy, and my burden is light."J
This Ihould daily difpofe us to thankfulnefs to that God
who furrounds us with his care, and who follows us with

loving-kindnefs and with tender mercies. His very re-

draints are favors, his commands are bleflings.

Is it poflible to avoid adding, that the fame views fliould

* Kom. vi. 21. t Prov. iii". 17. i Matth. xi. 29, 5c.
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be made ufe of to fortify us againft temptation ? When a

fenfe of duty is the prevailing defire, we may very fafely

corroborate it with all thefe inferior confiderations. It

fliould make fm the more hateful and abominable, and

prevent us from yielding to that party which ftill fecretly

pleads for it in our imperfectly fanftified hearts.

Before I leave this branch of the fubjeft, I mull fpeak a

few words to finners of a different chara6ler. If then ma-
ny decent and regular perlbns are neverthelefs under the

wrath of God, what terror fliould this give to the more
openly profane, who are living in inrtances of grofs wick-

ednefs ? How many are there to be found among us, nay,

how many appear from Sabbath to Sabbath in our wor-

ihipping affemblies, who live in the habitual pradice of

fome of the mod notorious crimes ? How many, who live

in a bold defiance of the truths and laws of our great

Mafler, who are not only flained with original pollution,

but laboring under a daily increafmg load of aftual guilt?

Are there not fome fwearers and blafphemers of the great

and dreadful name of God ? Some defpifers and profaners

of his holy day ? Some who add drunkennefs to thirft,

wafting the creatures of God by diffipating their own fub-^

fiance, defacing the image of God by undermining their

own health, at one and the fame time procuring and haf-

tening their final dellrudlion ? Are there not fome walking
in the lull of uncleannefs ? Some retaining, without ref-

titution, the gain of unrighteoufnefs ? Is it not furprifing

that fuch do not tremble at the word of God ? Can there

be any doubt diat all of the above charafters are unrenew-
ed ? Is there an^' pretence for their deceiving themfelves ?

There is no jufl excufe even for the more regular and
fober building their hope on a falfe foundation, but there

is not fo much as a fliadow of excufe for them. Dare any
fuch entertain a doubi of a judgment to come ? Can any
mortal be infenfible of the precarioufnefs of time ? The
king of terrors lays his hand upon one after another, as he
receives a comm.iffion from the King of kings ; and it is

dillreffing to think in what an unprepared flate many re-

ceive the mmmons, which neverthelefs they mufl of n?-

ceflity obey.
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Whoever thou art who readefi: thefe lines, if thou art

yet unrenewed,; but particularly if thou art one of thofe

vvhofe fins are open and manirefl;, 1 befeech thee in the

mol\ ecirnell manner, to be reconciled unto God. '' Be-
" hold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day
" of falvation. God is in ChriO retoncilin;^ the v\orld

" unto himielf, not imputing their trefpafies unto thtm."

- The blood of this Saviour is of infinite value. His Spirit

is of irrcfiftible effitacy. He is '-' able to fave to the ut-

*' termolt all that come unto God by him." Delay not

one moment. Give immediate thanks that thou art not

already in the place of torment. Believe in the Son of

God for righteoufnefs and ilrengtb. Add not to all thy

other fins againlt him, by undervaluing his atonemefit and

defpairing of mercy. And may it pleafe God, by his own
power, to reach thy heart, to fnatch thee as a brand trom

the burning, and make thee an everlafling monument of

his grace and love.

2. In the fecond place, we may often find an appear-

ance of religion or virtue in a chara6ter, fupremely go-

verned by reputation, or a defire of rei'pedl and honor

from the world. I fay fupremely governed, becaufe no

doubt there may be a mixture of other principles vvhilfl

this is the leading, the diredling, and the governing view.

I am fenfible there are fome who have no other view of

any kiml, by a religious profeffion, than to deceive others ;

and under the fair difguife of piety and feeming devotion,

to carry on, with more fecurity and fuccefs, their unrighte-

ous dtfigns. That fome fuch are to be found in the world,

fad experience is a melancholy proof. The greatnels of

their guilt it is not eafy to conceive, and flill more diffi-

cult to exprcfs. As it muft always proceed upon a known
deliberate contempt of God, there is ufually iuch a hard-

nefs of heart and fearednefs of confcience attending it,

that there is little probability of making any impreffion

upon them : or rather to fpeak more properly, they have

all the fymptoms of being given up of God and left to

themfelves. But there is fomething extremely harfh and

unnatural in fufpefting any of wilful deliberate hypocrify»

till it is plainly and openly detected. The truth is, I am
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perfuaded, that as it is a dreadful, fo it is a rare cbarader.

The far greater part of thofe who are under the power of

hypocrify, deceive themfelves as much as, or rather more

than the world. Thefe laft fall more properly in my way

to be confidered, as having undergone a feeming or ap^

parent, without any real change.

In order to illuftrate the character and ftate of thofe who
are fupremely governed by reputation or a defire of honor

and refpeft, it will be proper to obferve, that as the law

Of God is a tranfcript of his own perfed inherent excel-

lence, true religion mufl be in itfelf amiable and lovely.

Kay, it mud appear fo even in the eyes of thofe who are

engaged in a Rated oppofition to its intereft. You will

fay, how is this poffible ? Is it not a manifeft contradiQi-

pn ? I anfwer, That though the fpirit and principles from

which true religion mull: flow, be diredly contrary to the

bent of an unrenewed heart, yet their effefts are both

amiable and beneficial. Bad men cannot endure inward

mortification and felf-denial, being humbled as fmners in

the fight of God, juflified freely by his grace, fan£lified by

his Spirit, and having nothing whereof to glory. Againil

thefe vital principles of piety the natural mind fets itfelf

Vk'hh violence, and the unrenev/ed heart rifes with indig-

nation. But die eiFedl of true religi' n, or a diligent com-

pliance with the duties of the moral law, as it is amiable

in itfelf, fo it is alfo of good report among men. We are

told in fcripture, " that the righteous is more excellent
*' than his neighbor.'' And the apoflle Paul exhorts us

to our duty in the following terms :
'^ Finally brethren.

" whatfoever things are true, whatfoever things are honelt
" whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things are of

" good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
" praife, think on thefe things.'**

Does not this at once difcover how many may attain tc

a confiderable degree of regularity in the pradtice of their

duty, while their governing principle is no better than a

defire of the efteem of others. That charadler acquires a

value in their eyes, which is in general repute, and will

* Phil. iv. 8.
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fet them in the moft favorable light. Tliis hath often a

fecret and infenfible influence, to which they themfelves

do not attend. Wiiat favors the deceit is, that man)/- of

the very fame duties are commanded in the lav/ of God,
and reputable in the fight of man. They gladly embrace

them therefore as the fervice of God : it pleafes them to

think, they fliall by this means be acceptable to him.

They fondly flatter themfelves, that this is the chief ground

of their choice, and arc not fenfible that they are but of-

fering incenfe to their own vanity. Self-partialitv often

hides the truth from our view, and conceals the chief

fprings and motives of adlion. Since diforder was intro-

duced into the human frame by fin, there is no creature

whofe charader is fo mixed, variable, inconfiflent, and
felf-contradi(?tory as man. Other creatures are regular

and uniform, and fbeadily fulfil their functions ; their na-

ture and difpofition may be known without ?.mbiguity, and
, they always reach their end. But man is, as it were,

torn to pieces by the conflicfting principles of light and
darknefs ; and from the different and contrary fymptoms
which often appear, it is hard to tell in what clafs he fliould

be ranged.

From this will evidently appear, the neceflTty of an in-

vrard and effential change. That which is done to gain

the applaufc of men, will never be reckoned an accepta-

ble part of the fervice of God. On the contrarj', he holds

it in the higheft deteflation. See the exhortation of our

Saviour :
" Take heed that you do not your alms before

" men, to be feen of them, otherwife ye have no reward
" of your Father which is in heaven."* I cannot help

obferving here, that men of this character may be divi-

ded into two clafTes, who commonly Hate themfelves in

oppofition to, and have the greatell hatred or contempt for

each other, and yet are a6led by one conmion principle.

There are fome who feem chiefly to confine their views

to a fair and honorable carriage in their correfpondcnce

and commerce between man and man. Thefe are com-
monly pcrfons of higher rank, and all who defire to emu-

* Matth. v'u \.
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late them, and vv'ilh to be clalTed with them: In fuch, ho-

nor holds the place of reli-Jiion ; or, at leaft, is a fuperior

and more powerful principle. They would not willingly

f^ain their reputation with any thing that is bale or mean,

according to the ilandard they have formed to themfelves

of decency of character and dignity of carriage. This

Ilandard of decency, however, is very changeable. It is

either more narrow or more extenfive, according to the

fentiments of thofe with whom they moft frequently con-

verfe. And there is often fome mixture of religion, which

ferves under, and co-operates with, the commanding mo-

tives.

There are vafl multitudes of this character in the pre-

fent age, who cannot be defcribed in jufter or more figni-

ficative terms than thofe of the Apoille Paul ; they are

" conformed to this world." Tliey tread in its Heps,

they a6l upon its maxims, they aflv its approbation, and

they have their reward.

How far fuch perfons are from being renewed in the

fpii-it of their mind, and how much they are the fervants

of men, may be plainly difcovered by the following fign ;

that they are almoil as much alhamed of unfaihionable

duties, as of diflionorable crimes. How different is their

boafled dignity of mind from a truly holy refolution and

chriflian magnanimity ? Are there not fome, whofe inte-

grity in ordinary cafes may be depended on, and who
would abhor the thoughts of a mean and dirty adion.as

it is ufually fliled, but who would be covered with nearly

equal fhame, if furprifed in any a6l of devotion, as if de-

tected in diflionefly and fraud ? How many, who would

brave the king 6f terrors in the field of battle, from a fenle

of honor ; but who, though far from being infidels, have

not fufficient courage to worfhip in their families, the great

Creator and Preferver of men ? Such may fee die recep-

tion they fhall meet with at laft, and even feel the julHce

of their own condemnation, in thefe words of our Saviour:

" Whoibever, therefore, fliall be afliamed of me, and of

" my words, in this adulterous and linful generation, of

" him alfo iliall the Son of man be afliamed, when he
" Cometh in the glory of his Father, with tlie holy angel?./''''-

* Mark. viii. 38.
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There ard others of a different ftamp, who feek the ap-

probation of men, more by r.n appearance of piety and
devotion, and the ciuties of the firfl; table of the lavv\ That
there are fome fuch alfo, not only the word of God, but

daily experience puts beyond all doubt orquelVion. " This
" people,'' faith our Lord, " draweth nigh unto me with
•' their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips, but their
'' heart is far from me/'* I fet afide, both in this and in

the former inlLance, the cafe of grofs, intended, and de-

liberate hypocrify. But are there not many, who, in their

religious duties, feem chiefly to have in view the attaining

or preferving the clleem and approbation of others ? They
are not determined from any inward and perfonal convic-

tion of the excellence or neceffity of religion; but'from

their youth up, they have ftill heard religion fpoken of

with reverence, and {ten religious perfons treated with

refpect. This makes them confider an entire negle6t of

religious duties as fliameful rather than fmful ; and fome
degree of profefied attachment to them, as necefTary to

their chara6terand credit.

This, like many other motives, has a flrong, though at

the fame time an infenfible influence, and when mixed
with imperfedt convi«5lions of fin, will produce no fmalj

degree of regularity in religious exercifes, while yet the

heart is habitually fet upon the world. In whatever age

or place there is a regular and fettled adminiftration of

the ordinances of Chrift, there will be many whofe reli-

gion is no more than a blind iinitation of others, and a

defire of fome title to that chara6ler which is in efteem and
repute for the time being. Wherever ti ere is much real,

there will alfo be mucii counterfeit religion. Whenever
there is much true piety, it is ahva} s loaded with the

dead weight of many cuflomary profelTors. Vv'herever

there is much outward efleeni waiting upon the fervants

of God, there will always Ixj many of thefe fair-weather

chrillians,- who follou' Chrill whilll; the p'ofeffion is ho-

norable, but are unacquainted with that part of his fer-

vice, which confills in taking uj) the crofs, and fuffenng

* Mattli, :iv. S.
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reproach. Their charadler is well defcribed by our Sa-

viour, under the image of feed falling upon ftony places.

*' He that received the feed into ftony places, the fame is

" he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it.

" Yet hath he not root in himfelf, but dureth for a while;
'' for when tribulation or perfecution arifeth becaufe of the
*' word, by and by he is ofiended."*

3. In the third place, there is ftill another character

different from both the fornier, in which there may be an
apparent and imperfeft, while there is no compleat and
effential cha,nge. The character I have now in view, is

formed upon religious principles, but in which a fpirit of

bondage and flavifh fear greatly predominates. It is often

diflicult, according to the fcrlpture exprelFion, rightly to

divide the word of truth : it is difficult to point out the er-

rors by which men deceive themfelves, and mifiake the

fliadow for the fubllance, and at the fame time to caution

them fo diftinftly, as that ferious perfons may not be
alarmed ; their peace and comfort interrupted by unn^^
ceflary or ill-grounded fears. Perhaps there are itw fub-

je(5ts in which this difficulty is greater, than the one I

have now mentioned. I pray that God, for Chriil's fake,

may enable me to open the truth in fuch a manner, as

may convince and awaken thofe who have hitherto built

with untempered mortar, and may give additional peace

and confolation to thofe who have " fled for refuge, to lay
" hold of the hope fet before them."

That it is of importance to open this character, every

one may, upon a little refletlion, be fenfible. There are

many who will not find themfelves included in any of the

two former. Upon the moll candid examination, . con-

fcience bears them witnefs, that they have more in view
than merely prefent eafe and comfort, or the approbation

or others. They have often a flrong impreffion of the im-

portance of an endlefs eternity. This hath a fenfible and
confiderable influence upon their conduct, and is a motive

quite diftindt from worldly pleafure. It compels them to

duties out of the reach of human obfervation^ and there-

* Matt. xiii. 20, 2i.

Vol. I, q^
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fore they cannot think that the praife of men is iheir high-

eft aim.

But are there not many fuch under the dominion of

fear ? that is to fay, confcience in fome meafure awaken-

ed, denounces vengeance againft the breaches of the law

of God ;
providential difpenfations fill them with a terror

of divine power ; they know they cannot live always, and

tremble to think what lliall become of them after death.

Well, perhaps the reader will fay, with fome furprife, is

this wrong ? No, fo far their exercife coincides with that

of real penitents. But here, if I may fo exprefs it, the

ways part afunder : the real penitent, by a difcovery of the

intrinfic evil of fm, of the mercy of God and the great

foundation of a finner's hope, is led in the way of peace;

his heart is truly changed, and brought under the influ-

ence of the love of God, whom he obeys as his law-giver

;

to whom he fubmits as his Lord ; and in whom he refts as

his portion. But there are others, who, by abftinence

from fome fins, againft which the reproofs of confcience

are moft diftin6l and fevere, and by the formal difcharge

of many religious duties, endeavor to leiTen their fears

;

to lay a foundation for a precarious peace ; and, as it

were, by a coftly facrilice, to purchafe an immunity from

hell. Fear not only awakens, but continues to govern

them ; they lay down a legal fyftem of obedience and felf-

righteoufnefs, but all the while they drag the yoke with

great impatience. They do not hate fin from their hearts,

on its own account, but are afraid that they ftiall burn for

ever for committing it. They do not love God, but they

fear, becaufe they know that they cannot refift him. They
do not engage in his fervice W'ith chearfulnefs, or delight

in it as their choice, but gro?n under it as a burthen.

Their hearts and affedions are fet upon prefent and tem-

poral enjoyments ; but they apply themfelves in fome

meafure to the duties of religion, becaufe they know they

cannot keep the world always; and fubmit to it, as ra-

ther better and more tolerable than everlafting mifery.

The frequency of this chara6\er will ftand in need of

little proof. If the features arc jufily drawn, I am per-

fuaded they ,will be eafily known, for they are very com-

i
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mon. Are there not many who may juftly fnfpe^l them-

felves to be aftuated by no higher motive than the fear of

wrath ? Does not this plainly fhew itfelf, by your back-

ward, heartlefs, cold difcharge of duty
; your regret and

forrow in parting with, and frequent relapl'es into fin ? Is

not your religion temporary and changeable ? Does it not

rife and fall v/ith the fenfible tokens of the divine prefence

and power ? Have you not trembled on a fick-bed, or

other time of danger ; humbled yourfelves before God ;

cried for relief ; and promifed amendment ? But has not

your refolution relaxed upon your recovery, and your di-

ligence borne proportion to the fuppofed nearnefs or dif-

tance of the danger ? Is not this then manifeftly the effe^l

of fear : and may not the words of the Pfalmifl be juftly

applied to all fuch ? " When he flew them, then they
*' fought him ; and they returned, and enquired early
*' after God : and they remembered that God was their

" rock, and the high God their redeemer : neverthelefs

" they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied un-
*' to him with their tongues ; for their heart was not right

*' with him, neither were they ftedfaft in his covenant."*

Few things, I apprehend, will be of more importance

than to fliew, in a clear and fatisfying manner, that the

obedience or religious performances that are influenced

by no higher motive than fear, are not acceptable to God,
nor any fufhcient evidence of a renewed heart. This,

indeed, is equally plain from many pafTages of fcripture,

and from the nature and reafon of the thing. It appears

from all thofe pafl'ages formerly cited, and many others

where mention is made of the inclination of the heart and
will, of which obedience on compuifion can be no man-
ner of proof. It appears undeniably from the great com-
mandment of the law, and fum of practical religion,

" Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all diy heart,

" and with all thy foul, and with all thy ftrength, and
" with all thy mind."! It appears from what is always

reprefented as the great commanding and conllraining

motive of the gofpel :
" For the love of Chrifl conflrainetli

* Pfal. Ixxviii, 34, 35, 36, 37. t Luke x. 27.
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" MS, becaufe we thus judp;e, that if one died for all^

* 'then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they
" which live, fhould not henceforth live unto themfelves,

*' but unto him which died for them, and rofe again."*

To the fame purpofe the apoftle John fays, " We have
*' known and believed the love that God hath to us. God
'' is love ; and he that dvvelleth in love dwellcth in God,
*' and God in him."-j- We find in fcripturc that there is

a dire£l oppofition flated between the fpirit of genuine

converts under the gofpel, and a fpirit of bondaj^e, or

fiavifli fear ;
" For ye have not received the fpirit of

*' bondage again to fear, but ye have received the fpirit of

^' adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."^ So fays

the fame apoftle to Timothy, "• For God hath not'given
" us the fpirit of fear, but of power and of love, and of a

" found mind.
"I

I

The truth is, it is equally plain from the nature and

reafon of the thing. That which is done only or chiefly

from fear, cannot be aray evidence of the change that is

acceptable to God, becaufe, properly fpeaking, it is no

real or inward change at all. The effects of fm are re-

trained or controlled by fuperior power, but the inclinati-

on to it remains flill the fame. It is a c-ommon and

known principle, that Vv^hatever is the efFe6l of compul-

fion or force upon the agent, whether it be good or evil in

itfelf, hath nothing moral in its nature. The fword -that

commits murder, and that which executes juftice, de-

ferves equal blame or praife, or rather none of them de-

ferves either the one or the other. A dete6led thief, com-

pelled to make rellitution, or loaded with chains fo that

he cannot fleal, does not thereby become honeft in his

nature.

The cafe is precifely the fame with tliofe who, in their

religious duties, are under the government of fear, al-

though it be the fear of their almighty Judge. From any

fmiilar inllance between man and man, we may at once

be fcnfible of this truth. If one man is willing to over-

* 2 Cor. ••. 14. t 1 John iv. 16. ^ Rom. viii. 15.

1! 2 Tim. i. 7.
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reach another, but, through his adverfary's fuperior flvill,

is not able, or, terriiied by threatenuigs, is not bold enough

to attempt it, what charafter does he bear, or deferve, but

that of a difappointed knave ? What parent or mailer will

be fatisfied with the obedience of a child or fervant, who
plainly difcovers that he hates his commands, and grieves

at his authority ? It is true, as man can only judge with

certainty of the outward appearance, this circumflance

mull be left out of every fyltem of human government.

We can make no laws on earth to punilh the intention ;

but fo much we know of it, as may make us fenfible what

all fuch deferve, and fhall receive, at the hand of God,

whofe prerogative it is that he knoweth and judgeth the

fecrets of all hearts,

I fliall only further obferve, that the fam.e thing appears

in the cleareft manner, from the nature of that happinefs

which is prepared for the children of God in the life to

come. It is purely fpiritual, as it is perfectly holy : it

confilts in the knowledge of God, in the exercife cf love

to him, in conformity to his nature, and the execution of

his will. Thofe who are under the dominion of fear, who
have no love to God, but only defire to avoid his wrath,

will certainly find, that, though it were pofuble for them

to efcape hell, they neither deferve, nor are able to relifli,

the employment and happinefs of heaven. As the com-

mands of God are a burden to them on earth, his imme-
diate prefence would be a ftill more infupportable burden

in heaven.—From all this I hope it appears evidently, that

a character may be formed upon religious principles, and

yet, if it is never carried further than a redraint by fear.

it is not that change which is neceflary to falvation.

It will not be improper, or rather it will be abfolutely

necelTary, to make a refiedtion or two upon this branch of

the fubjedl for its improvement, and to prevent its being

miftaken or mifapplied. For this purpofe let it be ob-

ferved, that we muft carefully diftinguifh the flavilh dread

above explained, from that dutiful reverential fear, which

every child of God is flill bound to preferve upon his mind,

of his Father who is in heaven. Of the firil kind it is

faid, " There is no fear, in love, but perfedl love cad^
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*' eth out fear, Irjecaufe fear hath torment : he that feareth

" is not made perfedl in love."* In proportion as the

love of God prevails, the firftfort of fear is banifJied, but

the other is fo far from being baniflied, that it rather in-

creaf:s. This is no other than a profound veneration of

the unfpeakable greatnefs and glory oF God, and particu-

larly of h-is holinefsand purity, which fliould bring every

creature proftrate before him. We find in the vifion of

Ifaiah, the heavenly hofls reprefented as deeply penetrated

with fuch a difcovery :
" In the year that king Uzziah

" died, I favv the Lord fitting upon a throne high and lifted

" up, and his train filled the temple : above it flood the
*' feraphims ; each one had fix wings ; with twain he
" covered his face, with twain he covered bis feet,* and
" Vv'ith tv;ain he did fly. And one cried unto another and
'* faid, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS tlic Lord of hofls, the whole
'^' earth is full of his glory. '*•]•

This not only may, but ought, in us to be accompanied

with a fear of the punifiiment incurred by fm ; at the

fame time it mufl: be infeparably connected with, or ra-

ther founded upon a fenfe of the holinefs of his nature, the

purity of his law, and the juflice of his vengeance. On
the contrary, that fear of God which prevails iQ the unre-

generate, is founded only on the terror of his power, as a

natural attribute. It is like the flruggling of a chained

flave, who " gnaws his tongue for pain," who is not fatis-

i\ed with the equity of the law, which he has tranlgreffed,

and cannot admit die juflice of that fentence, the execu«

lion ofwhich he apprehends.

There is no inconfiffency at all between the fear and

love vvliich terminate on the correfpondent attributes of

God, majefi;y and mercy. A chrillian may, and ought,

to grow in a fenfe of the divine prefence, and reverential

dread of the divine majeffy, and fo be ftill more afraid of

fmning; at the fame time, he may alfo grow in a fweet

calm and compofure of mind, a fiducial truft and reliance

on the divine faitlifuhiefs and mercy; jull: as, on the

tjiher hand, fome fumers evidendy increafe both in pre-

-•
1 John iv. IS. tlfuah\i. 1, 2, 3.



On Regenereiuon. 13 r

fiimption and timidity. During a great part of their lives

they aft witliout refle6lion and without rcltraint, and yet,

at particular feafons, they are in a manner diftrafted wilh

terror : nay, though it often happens that grofs vvicked-

nefs fears the conference, and produces an infenfibility

and hardnefs of heart, there are in (lances of the grealell:

profligates being liable to the mofi: alarming fears.-* Let

us never, therefore, confound things lb very oppofite as a

fear of the living God, joined to an inward and hearty ap-

probation of his commands, and that unvv^illing obedience

or abflinence which views him as a flern tyrant, and
trembles at the thoughts of his wrath.

It will be farther necefiary to obferve, that, as a flaviili

fear is to be endrely diiUnguifhed from that which is filial

and dutiful, fono doubt there is often, even in real chrif-

tians, a mixture of the fpirit of bondage itfclf, though they

are fupremely governed by a better principle. This is

not to be wondered at, fmce they are fandlified but in

part. There is a ftrong remainder of fm and corruption

in them of different kinds, and, among the reft, a very

blameable degree of unbelief and diftruil. How many
are there whole comfort is leflened, and whofe hands hang
down, through an exceffive fear of death, the lail enemy ?

What a refreflunent fliould it be to all fuch, to think of

thijs end of our Saviour's coming, to " deliver them vv^ho,

" through fear of death, were all their life-time fubjedt

" unto bondage ?"| For their fakes, I am perfuaded, it

will not be difagreeable that in the clofe of this feftion, I

lay down a few marks, by which they may be enabled to

judge whether this flavilh fear predominates or not.

ift then, Chrlllians, whether or not is your fear of wrath

immediately connefted with a fenfe of the evil of fin ? Do
you fee thefe two things in their infeparable relation to,

and mutual influence upon one another ? Do you fear

* We are told that Nero, one of thofe monfters called Ro-
man emperors, though he adventured to perpetrate Ibme of the
raoft horrid crimes, was yet fo eafily terrified, that a thunder-
ftorm ufed to make him hide himiclt" under a bed.

t Heb. ii. 15.
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wrath as the efltcl of fin, and fin as the jufl caufe of wrath ?

Have you no fault to find with this connexion ? Do you

plead guiky before God, and confefs that you are without

excufe ? Is lin truly hateful in itfelf, and your own unhap-

py pronenefs to it an habitual burden ? The langua-jje of

a believer is the fame with that of the apoftle Paul :

"• Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy.

-' and jull, and good. Was then that which is good made
'• death unto me? God forbid. But hn, that it might

" appear iin, working death in me by that which is good,

'" that lin by the commandment might become exceeding
'' finful. For we know that the law is fpiritual, but I am
'- carnal, fold under fin."* In thofe who are under the

dominion of fear, there is no jult fenfe of the evil gf fni,

there is a pronenefs to extenuate it, and inclination to

juftify it, and a continual attempt to forget or conceal it.

The crime is Hill Iweet, though the punifliment is terrible.

They are not fatisfied to find that God is fo holy, fo juft,

and fo powerful. With them his government is arbitrary,

his law is fevere, his nature implacable ; and, infiead ot

changing their own difpolition, they would niuch rather

wifli a change in his will.

2. Whether does your fear of God drive you from his

prefence, or excite a flrong defire of reconciliation and

peace .'' The flavifli fear which is not attended with any

jufl: views of the divine mercy, clothes God with terror,

and makes him the obje6l of averfion. Tliic is j^Iainly

the firll efFecl of fm. It was fo in the cafe of z\dam, v/ho,

as foon as he had loll his integrity, when he htarcl God's

voice in the garden, fled and hid himfelf. Wc find the

lame fentiment expreffed by the men of Bethfijcjneih,

upon an extraordinary token of divine power and jca-

loufy :
" And the men of Bethfhemefh faid, Who is able

•' to ftand before this holy Lord God, and to whom fliall he

*' go up from us ?"( Nay, the fame Icems to have been

the view of the apoftle Peter, when furpril'cd with an af-

tonifliing evidence of his mailer's power and Godhead.
*'' When Simon Peter law it, he fell down at Jefus' Ict^

* Rom. vii. 12, 13. It.- t 1 Sam. vi. 27.
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** faying, Depart from me, for I am a finful man, O
*' Lord."*

This difpofuion is dnily manifeft in many who are un-
der the dominion of fear. The worfliip oi God is pain-

iul 10 them, his fervice is a burden, his prefence is ter-

rible : they keep at a diftance, therefore, as much as they
can or dare. Their peace and compofure is chiefly owing
to their lofmg themfeives, and occupying their minds en-
tirely with different objetls. No fign will more furely

difcover the nature and influence of flavilh fear than this.

There is a gloom and melancholy fpread over every thing

in religion to them ; when they are engaged in facred

duties, it is a heavy tirefome taflv, and they rejoice in get-

ting them over, as a bullock when he is ioofed from the

yoke. On the other hand, real chriftians, though bur-

dened v/ith iinful fear, cannot take refuge in any thing

elfe than God ; they dare not take their reft in the crea-

ture, but fay with Job, " Though he flay me, yet will I

" truft in him ;*'| or with the Pfalmift David, " Yet the
" Lord will command his loving-kindnefs in the day-time,
" and in the night his fong fhall be with me, and my
" prayer unto the God of my life. "J; Nothing gives re-

lief to fuch, till they attain to a view of the divine mercy,
and a humble hope of peace and reconciliation.

3. Whether have you comfort and fatisfadion in a fenfe

of God's favor, as well as a diilreffrng fear of his wrath ?

This alfo will ferve to diftinguifli between thofe who have
no other religion than what fear produces, and ttiofe in

whom it only maintains a conflict with a better principle.

There are fome who are reftraincd from fm, and compel-
led to many datieSj by fear, who may eafily fee what go-

verns them, becaufe they are altogether ftrqjigers to joy

and fatisfa£tion in God. This is not, indeed, what they

aim at. They have never yet feen his favor as the object

offapreme defire. They only believe ^0 far as to tremble,

and would fain by compofition, fo to fpeak, and fome de-

gree of compliance, though reludlantand backward, avoid

the divine wrath. A coldnefs and conflraint runs through

* Luke V. 8. t Jobxiii. 15. \ ?fa!. xlii* f.

Vol. L R
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all their performances, and they are apt to call in queftion

the reality ofjoy in God, and communion with him, be-

caufe they are altogether (Irangers to it themfelres. But

all the real children of God defire a fenfe of his love, as

well as grieve or fear under a fenfe of his difpleafure. The
light of his reconciled countenance gives them more joy

and gladnefs than the greatefl: affluence of corn or of

wine ; and under the feverell: chafiifement, inftead of fly-

ing from his prefence, they fay with Job, " O that I knew
" where I might find him, that I might come even to his

" feat ; 1 would order my caufe before him, and fill my
*' mouth with arguments."* Nothing, indeed, can be

more proper than calling the one a filial, and the other a

flcivifh fear : for great is the difference between a child

fearing the difpleafure of a parent whom he fincerely loves,

and a flave dreading the refentment of an enraged tyrant,

whofe fervice he abhors.

S E C T. IV. /

From this metaphor, Except a man be born again he can^
NOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GoD, and Other parallel ex-

pre-isions in the holy scriptures, rue may learji that the

change here intended is supernatural.

WHEN I fay it is a fupernatural change, I mean
that it is what man cannot by his own power ef-

fedl without fuperior or divine aid. As we are by nature

in a ftate of enmity and oppofition to God, fo this is what

we cannot " of ourfelves" remove or overcome. The ex-

ercife of our own rational powers, the perfuafion of others,

the application of all moral motives of every kind, will be

ineifeftual, without the fpecial operation of the Spirit and

grace of God. Thus the apoftle John defcribes tiiofe who
believe in the name of Chrill: :

" "Which were born not of

" blood, nor of the will oftiie flefli, nor of the will of man,
*' but of God."f And thus the apoflle Paul exprefles him-

felf: "Not by works of righteoufnefs which v/e have

• Job xxiii. 3, 4. . f John i. 13.
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•' done but according to his mercy he faved us, by the

" wafliing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
*' Ghofl."* There is no part of the fcripture dodrine

which the natural man hears with greater averfion, or op-

pofes with greater violence. It gives fo humbling a viev/

of our own character and ftate, and Hands fo directly op-

pofed to pride and felf-fufficiency, that it cannot be truly

acceptable to any, till they are brought to a faving ac-

quaintance with its power and efficacy. However it hath

been, this " fooliflinefs of preaching," or rather, this

commonly efteemed foolifh part of preaching, that God
hath moft remarkably bleiled for the falvation of fouls ; I

will therefore endeavor tofliew, in as plain and fatisfying

a manner as I am able, that this is the doctrine of the

holy fcripture ; and then to vindicate it from the chief ob-

jeftions that are ufually raifed againft it.

How many paffagcs of Scripture are there, that fpeak

in the flrongeft terms, not only of our miferabiebuthelp-

lefs ftate before converfion. Thus the apoflle to the Ephe-

fians, " And you hath he quickened, who were dead in

" trefpafles and fins."t And again, " But God, who is

" rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

*' even when we were dead in fins, hath quickened us to-

" gether with Chrift (by grace ye are faved.");]; In his

cpiftle to the ColoiTians, he repeats the fame thing ; «'And
*' you, being dead in your fins and the uncircumcifion of

"yourflefh, hath he quickened together with him, ha-

" ving forgiven you all your trefpafies."|] The reader muft

know, that in many other pafTages the fame truth is to be

found, couched under the fame or like metaphors : fuch

as " blindnefs, darknefs, hardnefs of heart." The force

of the expreffion is feldom fufficiently attended to. Suf-

fer me then to put the queftion. Do you give credit to the

holy fcriptures ? Do you form your opinions without par-

tiality or prejudice from them ? Then you mull receive

it as truth that man, in his natural Hate, can do nothing

of himfelf to his own recovery, without the concurrence:

of fuperior aid. If there is any meaning or propriety in

» Titus iii. 5. f Eph. ii. 1. | Eph. ii. 4, 5. li
Co|. ii. 13.
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fcripture language, we mufl yield to this. What rnorc

couid be faid, than that we are "dead" in fin ? What
more incapable of adlion, than one who is em.irely depri-

ved of life ?

But lell there fliould be any remaining exception, the

thing IS afferted in plain and explicit terms, without any

metapnor, by the apoftle John, from our Saviour's own
mouth :

'"• No man can come unto me, crxcept the Father
*•• which hath fent me, draw him ; and I will raife him
" up at the lail day. Ir is written in the prophets, And
*' they iliall be all taught of God ; every man, therefore,

" that nath heard and hath learned of the Father, conieth

" unto me."* I fhall mention only one paflage more, in

which, under the fimilitude of a wretched outcaft iftfant,

the prophet Ezekiel reprefents the natural flate of Jerufa-

lem. '* And as for thy nativity, in the day thou waft born,

" thy navel v.^as not cut, neither waft thou waftied in wa-
"• ter to fupple theet thou waft not falted at all, nor fwad-
'^ died at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of thefe

'^' unto thee, to have compaflion upon thee ; but thou waft

*' caft out in the open field, to the loathing of thy perfon,

" in the day that thou waft born. And when I pafied by
*' thee, and faw thee polluted in thine own blood, I faid

*'• unto thee, when thou v.'aft in thy blood. Live ;
yea, I

" faid unto thee, v/hen thou waft in thy blood, Live."-|-

Here all the circumftances are collefted, that could figni-

fy at once a miferable and weak, wretched and helplefs

condition, or that could ferve to make our deliverance at

once a fignal inllance both of grace and power.

This leads me to obferve, that the fame truth will re-

ceive further light from thofe paffages of fcripture, in which

the real agent in this great change is pointed out, and

which celebrate the efficacy of his power. As in the text

it is afferted. that, " except a man be born again, he can-

*' not enter into the kingdom of God :" So in other paf-

fages, true believers are faid to be *' born of God—born

.

*-' from above—born of the Spirit." The power of God

exerted in the renovation of the fmner, is defcribed in

* J;ihn vi. 44, 45, "t Ezek. xvi. 4J5^ 6.
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language taken from the firfl: formation of the world. " For
" we are his workmanfliip, created in Chriil Jefus unto
" good works, which God hath before ordained that we
" fhould walk in them."* And, "If any man be in

" Chrift, he is a new creature ; old things are pall away,
" behold all things are become new."f See the prophe-

cies of the Old Tellament, refpefting the plentiful effufi-

on of the holy Spirit in the times of the gofpel : they con-

tain a clear defcription of divine fupernatural influence.

Thus the prophet Ifaiah, "For I will pour water upon
" him that is thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground. I

" will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffing up-
" on thine offspring ; and they fhall fpring up as among
" the grais, and as willows by the water-courfes." J To
the fame purpofe the prophet Ezekiel :

" Then will 1

" fprinklc clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean
" from all your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I

" cleanfe you. A new heart alio will I give you, and a
" new fpirit will I put within you ; and I will take away
" the llony heart out of your flefli, and I will give you an
*' heart of flefh ; and I will put my fpirit within you, and
*' caufe you to walk in my flatutes ; and ye fhall keep my
*' judgments, and do thern-"j| Let it not feem tedious to

any that I have colleded fo many pafTages of fcripture on
this fubjeft. It is no light thing ; and indeed it is no
common thing, to believe it from the heart. But let us

now affirm it, on divine teflimony, that regeneration is

the work of the Holy Gholl.

I would not build this truth upon any other evidence.

When we Hand in God's room, bear his melfage, and
fpeak in his name, nothing fliould be affirmed, which
cannot be fupported by a " Thus faith the Lord." But
having done fo, I think I may warrantably obferve how
much the vifible ftate of the world correfponds with the

fcripture declarations on this fubje6l. I hope this will be
neither unfuitable nor unprofitable, confidering what an
inward averfion men have to receive and apply them.

* Eph. ii. 10. t 2 Cor. V. 17. \ If. xliv, 3, 4»

II Ezek, xxxvi. 25, 26, 27,
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Do v/e not daily fee many inflances of perfons, of fiiTc

rate underftandings and great natural abilities, who yet

continue blind to their duty to God, and the falvation of

their fouls ? As they are born, fo they continue to lliow

themfelves through their whole lives, *' wife to do evil^

*' but to do good they have no knowledge." What proots

do they often give of the power and influence of habits of

wickednefs over them ? How frequently does it happen,

that their attachment to fm in general, or to fome parti-

cular fm, is fuch, as to bear down before it all regard to

their own intereft, temporal and eternal ? While at the

fame time perfons of unfpeakably inferior talents, enlight-

ened by the Spirit and fanQified by the grace of God,

Ihall Hand firm againll: the moll dangerous temptations,

and efcape the pollution that is in the world through lull.

This our blefied Lord adores as a part or proof of the fo-

vereignty and unfearchable wifdom of his heavenly Father.

*' In that hour Jf;fus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, I thank
" thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and eardi, that thou
"• haft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, and
" hail revealed them unto babes : even fo, Father, for fo

*••
it feemed good in thy fight."*

Is it not plain, that fuperior advantages ofJnftru£lion,

though very valuable, are far from being always effcdlual ?

Sometimes thofe who live long under the falutary in-

{Iruclion and edifying example of pious parents and maf-

ters, continue, notwithflanding, in an infenfible flate.

Sometimes we fee perfons fit long under the nioft enlight-

ening and awakening miniftry, with hearts as hard as the

nether miliilone. I'he cafe of the ordinary hearers of

the gofpel is indeed often aJffeding, and leads to ferious

meditation on the depths of the divine counfels. Sufl'er

me to befpeak the readers of this clafs in the following

terms. Are not many of you a wonder to yourfelves, as

well as to one another ? Is not your danger often pointed

put to you in the clearell manner ? Is not your charai:ler

drawn and dillinguiflied by the moll undeniable marks \

Are not your duty and interefl: fet before you in fuch a

* Luke X. 21.
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manner, that it cannot be contradicted, and there is no-

thing left to reply ? And yet after all, though there may

befome weak or temporary refolutions, it is without any

real or lafting effeQ:. Doth not this ratify and confirm the

following palfage offcripture? " Who then is Paul, and
" who is Apollos, but miniflers by whom ye believed,

" even as the Lord gave to every man \ I have planted,

" Apollos watered, but God gave the increafe. So then,

" neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that

*' watereth, but God that giveth the increafe."*

To be abfent altogether from the ordinances of God is

a dreadful and dangerous thing, for it leads directly to a

flate of total blindnefs and undifturbed fecurity. 1 have

often thought, however, that the cafe of many who con-

tinue to give their attendance is much more wonderful.

Are there not habitual drunkards often feen in the houfe

of God ? Are there not fome profane fwearers often {^tn

in the houfe of God ? Are there not fome who walk in the

luft of uncleannefs ? fome who retain, without refutution,

unrighteous gain, whom approaching death, the wrath of

God, and the fire of hell cannot terrify ? Of fuch, we may
juftly fay with the apoftle Paul, " But if our gofpel be hid,

*' it is hid to them that are loft, in whom the god of this

" world hath blinded the minds of them which believe

" not, left the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is

" the image of God, Ihould Ihine unto them."-}-

Let it be further confidered, how much providential

warnings are generally defpifed, even when they are fo

awful in their nature, and fo clear in their meaning, that

one would think nothing but an abfolute infatuation could

prevent their effedl. Sinners may keep themfelves from

hearing the word of God, and from any fuch reading or

converfation as will bring eternity in their view. But he

vifits them in their families or in their perfons, and they

cannot fly from thefe " terrible things in righteoufnefs,''

by which he pleads his caufe from day to day. Are not

the young and beautiful foon carried to their graves ? Are

not the great and noble foon humbled in the dull ? Hav^

* 1 Cor. iii. 5. 65 7. t 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.
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not fenfuality and riot, impurity and luft, flaia their vic-

tims, and railed up monuments fraught with moral in-

firudtion in every age ? How long is it ago, fmce Hofea

faid, " Whoredom and wine, and new wine take away
*' the heart ?"* And fmce Solomon faid of a harlot,

*' She hath call down many wounded, and many ftrong

" men have been flain by her. Her houfe is the way to
*•' hell, going down to the chambers of death ?"•! But
though uninfpired writers have faid this as well as he, nay,

though it is vifible to all, have men become wife ? Have
they fliunned the paths of the dellroyer? No: we may
jullly fay of the prefent times, ?s the Pfalmid David faid

many ages ago, " This their way is their folly ; yet their

*' pollerity approve their fayings."| Nothing, nothing

will change them, till the Spirit of Godroufe and awaken
the confcience, powerfully conftrain the will, and effec-

tually renew the heart.

Hence then it appears, that the new birth is a " fuper-

natural change ;" it is the effect of the power of God ; it

is the work of the Holy Ghoft. 1 have been at the more
pains to eftablifh this truth, becaufe I am perfuaded, that

until it be truly received, there may be a form, but there

can be nothing of the power of godlinefs. But we mull

now vindicate it from the objetlions and abirfe, to which
it may be thought liable. There are many who ftill har-

bor in their minds, and fometimes produce in converfation,

the objed.ion nientioned by the apollle Paul ;
" Thou wilt

'•'• fay then unto me. Why doth he yet find fault, for who
*' hath refilled his will V''\\ This, indeed, is the fum of all

the objections that ever were, or ever can be offered againll

it: and I make the fliort anfwer of the fame apolile;

" Nay, but O man ! who art thou that replied: againii:

" God?" This is but making or imagining an inconlif-

tency between two things, both of which God hath clearly

eflablifhed and infeparably joined in his word. Tliefe are,

his own power necefl'ary to the change, and our duty in

the ufe of the means; or rather, our fin while continuing

at enmity with him and refufing his mercy.

* Hof. iv. 11. t Prov. vii. 26, 27. | Pfal xUx. 13.

II Rom.-ix. 19.
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I make no fcruple to acknowledge, tliat it is impofTible

for me; nay, I find no difficulty in fuppofing, that it is

impoilible for any finite mind, to point out the bounds be-
tween the " dependence" and ''activity" of the creature.
But though we mufl ever remember, that it is he alone
who can " bring a clean thing out of an unclean,'* yet we
know alfo, that ''all have finned and come fhort of the
" glory of God." We know that " God will be juft when
*' he fpeaketh, and clear when he judgeth :" that he re-
je6ts with difdain, the imputation of being the author of
fin. " Let no man fay, when he is tempted, I am tempt-
" ed of God : for God cannot be tempted of evil, neither
" tempteth he any man."* For our greater affurance of
this, he hath condefcended to confirm it by his oath.
" As I live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleafure in the
" death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
" way and live : turn ye, turn ye, from you evil ways

;
*' for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?"f The connexi-
on between this and the former truth appears plainly in
the following p^ffage :

" Ye will not come unto me, that
" ye might have life. "J ^_

Perhaps alfo, there are fome who abufe this doftrine to
floth and negligence. At lead they may pretend this, as
an excufe or palliation of their contempt of religion. But
is it not an inference direftly contrary to what the fcrip-
ture teaches us much more juflly to draw from the fame
truth, viz. " Work out your own falvation with fear and
" trembling ; for it is God that worketh in you to will and
" to do of his good pleafure ?"|| The former inference
would be juft in the cafe of devils, who, having received
their fentence, can only now " believe and tremble :"

but it would be altogether unjufl, and a dreadful contempt
of mercy inthofe, to whom the offer of falvation by grace
is addrelTed. What is now tranfafting in the miniftry of
the gofpel, fhall contribute at laft to Hop every mouth, and
put this criminal excufe to eternal filence. Suppofe.die
iinner at the judgment-feat to offer this defence for him-

* James i. 13. t Ezek. xxxiii.'l 1. | John v. 40.

II Phil. ii. 13, 14.

Vol. I. S
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felf :
'' I was altogether under the power of corruption ;

" it was impoffible for me to do any thing of myfelf." Is

it not natural to reply, *' Where learned you this r" From
the holy fcriptures. " And did not the fame fcriptures

" alfo tell you, Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife

" cafl out. Wherefore he is able to fave to Xht uttermoft
*' all that come to God through him.—Believe in the Lord
" Jefus Chrift, and thou flialt be faved ?" But I could not

reconcile one fcripture to another. " And was that any
*' way wonderful ? Or can it pofiibly jufiify your rebsl-

*' lion againft the plained commands, that you were not
*' able fully to comprehend what is faid of the abfolutedo-

" minion and fovereignty of God ?"

Let us, therefore, fettle it in our minds, that, thotigh we
are of ourfelves utterly unable to produce a change in our

hearts, " nothing is impoffible with GOD." He firlt

made them, and he is able to reform them. On a con-

viflion of our own inability, one would think we fhould

but the more humbly and the more earneflly apply to him
who is all-fufficient in power and grace. The deplorable

and naturally helplefs llate offmners, doth not hinder ex-

hortations to them in fcripture ; and therefore takes not

away their obligation to duty. See an addrds, where the

flrongefl: metaphors are retained, the exhortation given in

thefe very terms, and the foundation of the duty plainly

pointed out—" Wherefore he faith, awake thou that fleep.

*' ell, and arife from the dead, and Chrifl lliall give thee

" light."* From which it is very plain, that the moral

inability, under v/hich finners now lie, as a confequence

of the fall, is not of fuch a nature as to take away the guilt

of fm, the propriety of exhortations to duty, or the necef-

fity of endeavors after recovery.

But what fhall we fjy ? Alas ! the very fubje6t we are

now fpeaking of, affords a new proof of the blindnefs, pre-

judice, and obflinacy of finners. They are felf-condemn-

ed ; for they do not adl the fame part in fimilar cafes.

The affairs of the prefent life are not managed in fo pre-

pofterous a manner. He that ploughs his ground, and

* Fph. V. 14.
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throws In his feed, cannot fo much as unite one grain to

the clod ; nay, he is not able to conceive how it is done.

He cannot carry on, nay, he cannot fo much as begin

onefmgle ftepof this wonderful procefs toward the fubfe-

quent crop ; the mortification of the feed, the refurre6tion

of the blade, and gradual increafe, till it come to perfect

maturity. Is it, therefore, reafonable that he fhould fay,

" I for my part can do nothing: it is, firfl and laft, an
effe£l of divine power and energy : and God can as ea-

fily raife a crop without fowing as with it, in a fingle in-

flant and in any place, as in a long time by the mutual

influence of foil and feafon ; I will therefore fpare myfelf

the hardfliip of toil and labor, and wait with patience, till

I fee what he will be pleafed to fend ?*' Would this be

madnefs ? Would it be univerfally reputed fo ? And
would it not be equal madnefs to turn the grace of God in-

to licentioufnefs ? Believe it, the warning is equally rea-

fonable and equally neceflary, in fpiritual as in temporal
things :

" Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for what-
" foever a man foweth, that Ihall he alio reap : for he
" that foweth to the flefli, fhall of the flelli reap corrupti-
" on ; but he that foweth to the Spirit, ihall of the Spirit

" reap life everlafting.''*

* Gal. vi. 7, 8.
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C H A P. II.

In which is shewn wherein this change doth properly an.i

direBlij cofisist, and what are its principal evidences and
fruits.

S E C T. I.

IVTierein the chajige in regeneration doth properly and direEl-

ly co7isist.

I
HAVE hitherto, by general remarks, endeax^'ored to

caution the reader againft taking up with erroneous

and defective views of the nature of religion. We now
proceed a ftep farther : and I would willingly point out,

in as diftindl a manner as I am able, what is the change

v/hich is wrought in all, without exception, who are the

real children of God, by whatever means it is brought

about ; w'hat it is in the temper and difpofition, in the

life and pratlice, which conflitutes the difference between

one who " is," and one who is " not born again."' The
different ffeps by which this change may be effedted iri

the fovereign providence of God, and the different degrees

of. perfection at which it may arrive, I purpofely omit

here, and referve as the fubje6l of a diftinct head of dif-

courfe.

That we may enter on the fubjeft with the greater per-

fpicuity and fmiplicity, it will be proper to begin with ob-

ferving, that the defign and purpofe of this change is Lo

repair tlie lofs which man fuftained by the fall. Man, ut

his firft creation, was made after the image of God, in

knowledge, righteoufnefs, and holinefs, and enjoyed un-

interrupted fellowfliip and communion with him. He
was not only fubfervient to the divine glory, by a natural

and necefl'ary fubjection to the divine dominion, which

all creatures are, have been, and ever will be, but by
choice and inclination, his duty and delight being invari-

?i.b]y the lame. By the ftill he became not only obnoxious

:c the divine difpieafure, by a fingle aft of tranfgreffion,
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but difobedient to the divine will in his habitual and pre-

vailing inclination. This is the charader given not of

one man only, but of the human race. " And God hw
" that the wickednefs of man was great in the earth, and
" that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
*' only evil continually."*

He became, at the lame time, not only unworthy of,

but wholly difinclined to communion with God, and ha-

bitually difpofed to prefer the creature before the Creator,

who is " God blelfed for evermore." In regeneration,

therefore, the finner mull be redored to the image of God,

which, in a created nature, is but another exprellion for

obedience to his will. He mufl: alfo be reftored to the ex-

crcife of love to him, and find his happinefs and comfort

in him. His habitual temper, his prevailing diipofjtion,

or that which hath the afcendcncy, mull be the fame that

was perfedl: and without mixture, before the fall, and lliall

be made equally, or perhaps more perfect, in heaven,

after death.

As the change muft be entire and univerfal, correfpond-

ing to the corruption of the whole man, it is not unufual

to fay it may be fully comprehended in the three following

things, giving a new direction to the underllanding, the

will, and the affections. And no doubt, with refpeft to

every one of thefe, there is a remarkable and lenfible

change. But as the underllanding is a natural faciilt)'-,

which becomes good or evil, jull as it is applied or em-
ployed, it would be fcarce poiTible to illuflrate the change
in it without introducing, at the fame time, a view of tiie

difpofition and tendency of the heart and affeQions. As,
therefore, the change is properly of a moral or fpirituai

nature, it feems tome properly and directly toconfilt in

thefe two things, i. That our fupreme and chief end be

to ferve and glorify God, and that every other aim be

fubordinate to this. 2. That the foul reft in God as its

chief happinefs, and habitually prefer his favor to every

other enjoyment. Thefe two particulars I fliall now en-

deavor to illuflrate a little, in the order in which I have
named them.

« Gen. vi. 5.
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I. Our fupreme and chief end muft be to ferve and

glorify God, and every other aim mufl be fubordinate to

this.

All things were origii^ally made, and are daily prefer-

ved for, nay, they fhall certainly in the iflue tend to the

glory of God ; that is, the exerrife and illuftration of di-

vine perfe£lion. With this great end of creation the in-

clination and will of every intelligent creature ought to

coincide. It is, according to fcripture and reafon, the

firft duty of man to " give unto the Lord the glory due
" unto his name." This,! know, the world that lieth

in wickednefs can neither underftand nor approve. " The
*' natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
*' God, for tliey are foolifhnefs unto him, neither caft he
" know them, becaufe they are fpirituaJly difcerned."*

The truth is, v/e ought not to be furprized to find it fo,

for in this the fin of man originally confided, and in this

the nature of all fui, as fuch, doth Hill confift, viz. with-

drawing the allegiance due to God, and refufmg fubjedlion

to his will. The language of every unrenewed heart,

and the language of every fmner's pradlice is, " Our lips

" are our own, who is lord over us ?" But he that is re-

newed and born again, hath feen his own entii^e depend-

ance upon God, hath feen his Maker's right of domi-
nion, and the obligation upon all his creatures to be, in

every refped, fubfervient to his glory, and without re-

ferve fubmillive to his will. He hath feen this to be moll
" fit" and " reafonable," becaufe of the abfolute perfedi-

on and infinite excellence of the divine nature. He is

convinced that all preferring of our will to that of God, is

a criminal ufurpation by the creature of the unalienable

rights of the great Creator and fovereign proprietor of all.

Regeneration, then, is communicating this new prin-

ciple, and giving it fuch force as that it may obtain and
prei'erve the afcendency, and habitually govern the will.

Every one may eafily fee the different operation and
efFedls of this principle and its oppofite, by the different

carriage and behavior of men in the world. The unre-

* 1 Cor. ii. H.
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newed man feeks his own happinefs immediately and ul-

timately : it is to pleafe himlelf that he conftantly aims.

This is the caufe, the uniform caufe, of his preferring one

a6lion to another. This determines his choice of em-
ployment, enjoyments, companions. His religious ac-

tions are not chofen, but fubmitted to, through fear of

worfe. He confiders religion as a reftraint, and the divine

law as hard and fevere. So that a Ihort and fummary
defcription may be given of man in his natural Hate

—

That he hath forgotten his fubjeftion, that God is de-

throned, and felf honored, loved, and ferved in his room.

This account will appear to be juft, from every view

given us in fcripture of our ftate and character, before or

after converfion. It appears very clearly, from the iirft

condition required by our Saviour of his difciples, viz.

felf-denial. *' Then faid Jefus to his difciples, If any
*' man will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and lake
*' up his crofs, and follow me."* All thofe who are

brought back to a fenfe of their duty and obligation as

creatures, are ready to fay, not with their tongues only,

but with their hearts, " Thou art worthy to receive glory

" and honor, and power, for thou hafl created all things,

" and for thy pleafure they are and were created."| It

ought to be attended to, what is the import of this, when
fpoken from convidion. They not only confider God as

being moft great, and therefore to be feared ; but as infi-

nitely holy, as abfolutely perfeSl, and therefore to be loved

and ferved. They efteem all his comm.ands concerning

all things to be right. Their own remaining corruption

is known, felt, and confefTed to be wrong. This law in

their members,' warring againfl: the law of God in their

minds, is often deeply lamented, and, by the grace of God,

ftrenuoufly and habitually refilled.

Perhaps the attentive reader may have obferved, that I

have Hill kept out of view our own great intereft in tlie

fervice of God. The reafon is, there is certainly, in eve

ry renewed heart, a fenfe of duty, independent of in-

tereft. Were this not the cafe, even fuppofmg a defire q^

»

* Matth. xvi. 24. t Rev. iv. 11.
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reward or fear oi' punifliment, fliould difpofe to obedience,

it would plainly l>e only a change of life, and no change of

heart. At the fame time, as it did not arife from any in-

ward principle, it would neither be uniform nor lalHng.

It is beyond all quellion, indeed, that our true interelt is

infeparable from our duty, fo that felf-feeking, is felf-

lofmg ; but ftill a fenfe of duty mud have the precedency,

otherwife it clianges its nature, and is, properly fpeaking,

no duty at all.

To honor God in the heart, then, and to ferve him in

the life, is the firfl: and higheft dtfire of him that is born

again. This is not, and cannot be the cafe, wltli any in

a natural ftate. But, before we proceed to the other par-

ticular implied in this change, it will not be improper to

make an obfervation, which 1 hope will have the greater

weight, when the foundation of it is frefh in the reader's

mind. Hence may be plainly feen the reafon why pro-

fane and worldly men have fuch a tendency to felf-righte-

oufnefs, while the truly pious are filled with an abhorrence

of that foul-dclb'oying falfliood. This, I dare fay, ap-

pears flrange to many, as I confefs it hath often done to

me, before I had thought fully upon the fubjetSl : that thofe

vvho are evidently none of the itri6lell in point^of morals,

and have leaft of that kind to boaft of, fliould yet be the

moll profefled admirers and defenders of the doftrine of

juftification by works, and defpifers of the dodtrine of the

grace of God. But the folution is eafy and natural.

Vv'orldly men have no jufl fenfe of their natural and un-

alienable obligation to glorify God in their thoughts, words,

and actions, and therefore all that tliq^' do in religion,

ihey look upon as a meritorious fcrvice, and think that

certainly fomething is due to them on that account. They
think it flrange if they have walked foberly, regularly,

and decently, efpecially if they have been ftrict and punc-

tual in the forms of divine worfhip, that God fhould not

be obliged (pardon the exprelhon) to reward them accord-

ing to their works. It is a hard fervice to them, they do

it only that they may be rewarded, or at leall may not fuf-

fer for the negleft of it, and therefore cannot but infifr

upon the merit of it.
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On the other hand, thofe who are born of God, are fen-

fible that it is the duty of every rational creature to love

God with all his heart, and to conlecrate all his powers

and faculties to his Maker's fervice. They are convinced

that, whoever fhould do fo without fin, would do only

what is yiil and equal, and have no plea of merit to ad-

vance. But when they confider how many fins fiill cleave

to thetii, how far ftiort they come of their duty in every

inflance, they aflc for mercy, and not for reward, and are

ready to fay with the Pfalmid David, ' If thou. Lord,
" fliouldell mark iniquities, OLord, who (liall Hand ? but
" there is forgivenefs with thee, that thou ma} ell be fear-

" ed."* To fum up this reafoninsf in a tew words. The
relu6lant obedience which fome pay to the divine law, is

confidered as a debt charged upon God ; whereas real

obedience is confidered as a debt due to God. And
therefore it miill always hold, that the very imperfeclion of

an obedience itfelf increafes our difpofition to overvalue

and reil our dependance upon it.

SECT. 11.

The second part of this change.

^|"^HE next thing implied in a faving change is, that

J^ the foul refts in God as its chief happineis, and ha-

bitually prefers his favor to every other enjoyment. On
this branch of the fubje£t I would beg the reader to ob-
ferve, not only the meaning and fubflance of the propo-
iition, but the ordej in which it is placed. There mull
be firft a devotednefs of mind to God, and a fuprenie lead-

ing concern for his honor and glory. He muft be, if I

may fo fpeak, again refiored to his original right, his do-
minion and throne, while the creature is reduced to its

obedience and fubjedion. In confequence of this, there

is an unfeigned acquiefcence in God, as the fource of
comfort, and a high elleem of his favor as better than life.

This does not go before, nay, is hardly dilcindt or feparatecl

* Pfal. cxxx. Sj 4.

Vol. I, T
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from, a fenfe of duty, but is founded upon it, and grows

out of it. AVhen a holy foul has feen the infinite excel-

lence and glory of tlie true God, loves him fupremely,

and is devoted to him entirely, he alfo delights in him fu-

perlatively.

Such a perfon is fully convinced that thofe, and thofe

alone are happy, vvhofe God is the Lord, and that thofe

who are afar ofF from him Ihall certainly perifh. In a

natural ftare, as the fure confequence of fin, the tranfgref-

for flies from God, with a dread and horror of his prefence.

But the renewed foul returns to him with defire, and feels

an uneafinefs and want that cannot be fupplied but by the

intimation of pardon, and fenfe of divine love. The
warmth and fervor of devout affedlion is exprefied-in the

ftrongeft terms in fcripture :
" As the hart panteth after

" the water-brooks, lb panteth my foul after thee, O God.
*' IMy foul thirfteth for God, for the living God, when
^' fhall I come and appear before God.* Becaufe thy lo-

*' ving-kindnefs is better than life, my lips fhall praife

'' thee. Thus will I blefs thee while I live, I will lift up
" my hands in thy name, my foul fhaH be fatisfied as with

" marrow anil fatnefs, and my mouth fliall praife thee

" w ith joyful lips."f

It is neceflary that ferv'ing and delighting in God fliould

be joined together on a double account. Their influence

on one another is reciprocal. It is not eafy to diflinguifh

a ccnfcientious ftudy to ferve and glorify God, from a

flavifh obedience through fear of divine power, but by its

being infeparably conneded with a delight in God, as the

choice of the heart, and centre of the affeftions. On the

other hand, it is hard to dillinguilh cleaving to God as

our portion and happinefs, from an interefied mercenary

bargain in religion, but by its being preceded by, founded

upon, nay, even refolved into, a fenfe of the fupreme ho-

nor due to God for his infinite excellence. This reafon-

able fervice will then be attended with an unfpeakable

fvveetnefs and complacency, and the all-fufficiency of God
will be an unfliaken fecurity for the happinefs and peace

of thofe who put their trufl in him.

* Pful. xlii. 1,2. t Pfa!. Ixiii. 3, 4, 5.
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We may often obferve thefe two difpofitions jointly

exerting themfelves, and mutually ftrengtbening one ano-

ther, in the language and exercifes of the faints in fcrip,

ture. With what fervor of fpirit, and with what inimita-

ble force and beauty of ftyle, do we find the Pfalmifl Da-

vid expreffing himfelf in both views. Sometimes he

makes a full furrender of himfelf and his all to the divine

fervice and difpofal ; at other times his foul *' makes her
*' boaft in God," and he exults in his happinefs and fecu-

rity under the divine protection :
" O my foul, thou hail

" faid unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord.*—The Lord
" is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup, thou

" maintained my lot : the lines are fallen to me in plea-

" fant places, yea, I have a goodly heritage."!

Thefe two things are, indeed, often fo intimately uni-

ted that we are at a lofs to know whether we fliould inter-

pret the language of the facred writers as a profeffion of

duty, or an expreflion of delight, as in the following words :

*' I will fing unto the Lord as long as I live, I will fmg
" praife unto my God while I have my being.—My me-
" ditation of him -fhalL be fvveet, I will be glad in the
*' Lord." J How deeply the Pfalmift was penetrated with

a fenfe of the honor and fervice due to God, may be par-

ticularly feen in fome of thofe animated paflages in which

his enlarged heart calls upon every creature to join in the

work of praife :
" Blefs the Lord ye his angels, that ex-

*' eel in ftrength, that do his commandments, hearkening
" to the voice of his word. Blefs ye the Lord all ye his

" hofts, ye miniflers of his that do his pleafure. Blefs the

" Lord all his works, in all places of his dominion. Blefs

" the Lord, O my foul."||

It is eafy to fee how this diflinguillies the natural from

the new-born foul ; nay, it is eafy to fee how this diftin-

guiflies the man who is renewed in the fpirit of his mind,

from all others, however various their charat^ers, however

different or oppofite their purfuits. The defign of man's

creation is expreflcd in the AfTembly's Shorter Catechifm,

* Pfal. xvi. 2. t Pfal. xvi. 5, 6. \ Pful. civ. 33, 34.

IJ Ffcl'i. ciii. 20, 21, 22.
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in a way that can fcarce be altered for the better ; it was
that he mij::ht " glorify God, and enjoy him for ever."

As he departed from his duty by fm, fo alfo, at the fame

tin\e, from his happinefs. As he refufed to do the will of

God, fo he no more fought his favor, but placed his hap-

pinefs and comfort in the creature " more riian the Crea-
'' tor, who is God blelTed for ever." All unrenewed per-

fons, in one fliape or another, place their fupreme happi-

nefs in fomethinor that is not God. In this one circum-

fiance they all a^ree, though the different forms which the

world puts on to folicit their affection, the different degrees

in which they profecute it, and the different ways in which
they apply or abufe it, are fo very man}^ that it is impof-

fible to enumerate or defcribe them. Though there is but

one God the idols of the nations are innumerable. There

is but one way to peace, and if that is neglefted, the unfa-

tisfaftory nature of all created enjoyments makes men fly

from one earthly comfort to another, till they feel, by late

experience, the vanity of them all. Their flate is juilly

defcribed bv the v/ife man, when he fays, "• Lo this only
*' have 1 found, that God made mart upright, but they
" have fought oiit many inventions."*

It may not be improper here, jufl to hint at a few of the

principal purfuits by which the characters of men are di-

verfified, their hearts and cares divided., and the one thing

needful forgotten and difregarded. Some there are who
yield themfelves up to the unreflrained indulgence of

pleafure. Senfual appetite and paffion carry them on
with unbridled fury. The lull of the flefn, the lull of the

eye, and the pride of life, poffefs their affettions, and their

prevailing defire is to gratify thefe appetites, as far as their

iituation and circumllances enable them, or the rival pur-

fuits of others will permit them. This, which is ulually

the lirft attempt of unfanflificd. and ungoverned youth, is

well defcribed by the v/ife man, in the following Itrong

caution againll it: ''Rejoice, O young man, in thy
" youth, and let thine heart cheer thee in the days of thy
*' youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the
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•' fight of thine eyes : but know thou, that for all thefe

*' things, God will bring thee into judgment.'"* This is

the path of the abandoned and heaven-daring profligate,

who cafts off all fear of God, who burfts afunder every

bond, " who draws iniquity with cords of vanity, and fuis

** as it were with a cart rope."

Again, There are fome v/hofe hearts are fet upon pre-

fent gain. Inllead of making that fober and moderate

ufe of this world and its enjoyments, which becometh

mortal creatures, they look upon it as their home. In-

ftead of confidering it only as a mean to a higher end, they

have it as their chief or .principal view, to fecure or en-

large their pofTeflion of it. Thefe " fay to the gold, Thou
*' art my refuge, and to the fine gold. Thou art my con-

" fidence,"—They think their " houfes will endure for-

" ever, and their dwelling-places to all generations."

This is often the fin of rij)er years: and, that the brutilh

folly of finners may more eminently fliow itfelf, it is

often the reproach and fcandal of old age, when its ab-

furdity is moll fenfible and apparent. What doth it fig-

nify how much men of this character defpife the levity of

youth, or haie the filthy receptacles of fenfuality and luff,

while their aflfeftions are fupremely fet upon the prefent

world, while " they blefs the covetous, whom the Lord
" abhorreth ?"

It is often fufficient to raife in every ferious perfon a

mixture of compaffion and indignation, to hear thofe with

whom poverty is the only crime, openly pleading for,

and boafting of their attachment to the world, or treating

with a fmile of contempt thofe who tell them, from the

word of God, that it is vain. Though nothing is more
frequently confirmed by experience, it is ufual to confider

this as only pulpit declamation, a part of our bufiuefs and
profellion, but containing a maxim that cannot be applied

to common life. Let all fuch be informed, whether they

will hear it or not, that, however regular and abfiemious

they may be as to all fenfual indulgence, however dili-

gent, eager, and fuccefsful in trade, *' except they be born

* Eccles. xi. 9.
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*•• again, they cannot fee the kingdom of God." And,

that the)' may not deceive theml'elves, but know in part

at leaH:, wherein this change confiileth, let them perufe

and ponder the following paflage of the apoflle John

;

" Love not the world, neither the things that are in the

'" world: if any man love the world, the love of the Fa-

" ther is not in him.''*

Once more. There are fome who walk in the path of

ambition. Pride and vain glory is the idol at whofe Ihrine

they bow. Thefe, indeed, niay be divided into very dif-

ferent claffes. Pride, which may be called the mafter-

pafiion of the human frame, takes in the mofl extenfive

and univerfal range. There is fcarce any Hate in which

it is not able to exert itfelf, fcarce any circumftance which

it is not able to convert into the means of its own gratifi-

cation. All natural advantages which men enjoy over

others, whether in refpedl of body or mind; all the addi-

tional-trappings offociety, viz. wealth, ftation and office ;

all acquired advantages, intelleclual, or even moral, be-

came the fuel of pride. As fome endeavor by extraor-

dinary actions to fpread their fame in public life, others,

though in a narrower fphere, are under the habitual go-

vernment of the fame defire. While great men^are taking

cities, and deftroying kingdoms, to get themfelves a name,

others of meaner rank are vying v/ith one another in

drefs, furniture, and equipage, or fuch inferior arts as

they have been able to attain. Nay, thofe who never did

any thing that could merit praife, too often fliew them-

felves under the government of the mofl hateful and de-

tefted kind of ambition, by a rancorpus malice and envy

agalnfl fuch as excel or outfliine them. We may go a

ftep farther, and fay, there is great reafon to believe, that

in fome, the cultivation of their minds, long and affiduous

application to fludy, zealous and fuccefsful endeavors to

promote the public good, ought to be afcribtd to no other

iburc.e, to no higher motive.
"

I thought I could not fall upon any way to illuftrate

'Jiis part of my fubjeiSt, which would make it more intel-

* 1 John iu 15.
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llgible, than to give this fliort view of the charafters and

puriuits of the men of the world ; and then to obferve.

That the change in regeneration doth properly confifi: in

a llrong inward conviftion of the vanity of worldly enjoy-

ments of every kind ; and a perfuafion, that the favor

and enjoyment of God is infinitely fuptrior to them all.

Whatever other differences there may be, this will be

found in every child of God, from the higheft to the loweit,

from the richell; to the poorelf : from the wifeft to the molt

ignorant ; and from the oldell to the youngelf. Every

fuch one will be able to fay with the Pfalmill, '' There be

" many that fay, Who will Ihew us any good ? Lord, lift

" thoQ up the light of thy countenance upon us. Thou
*' hall put gladnefs in my heart, more than in the time

" that their corn and their wine increafed. I Vvill both

*' lay me down in peace, and fleep, for thou, Lord, only
*' makeil me dwell in fafety."*

I iliall afterwards have occafion more fully to explain

the comparative influence of this defne ; but before I con-

cluae this fe£lion, mud make the two following remarks :^

I. That the favor of God muft appear to the believer as

abfolutely neceffary to his comfort. 2. As full and fuffi-

cient for that purpofe.

I, He that is born again, confiders the favor of God as

abfolutely neceffary to his comfort. He lees the emptinefs

and inherent vanity of all things elfe. Even when the

world fmiles, even when things fucceed with him to his

wifh, he vvill not refl fatisfied with any, or all temporal

mercies. He will, above all, deiire an interefl in that

love which God beareth to his " chofen people," a right

by promife or covenant to the ufe of prefent comforts, and

the favor and protection of his fpecial providence. How
contrary this to the temper of many, who have a name to

live while they are dead ? If the world fmiles, they follow

it vv'ith eagernefs, and embrace it with complacency, while

they are cold and indifferent in their defires towards

God. Perhaps, when they are diflreffed with outward

calamities ; when experience conllrains them to confefs

* Pfal. iv. 6, 7, 8.
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the vanity of the creature, they cry to God for relief.

But when eafe and proiperity return, they foon forget his

works, are well plcafed with their condition, and neither

grieve for his abfence, nor are afraid of his anger. This

Ihews plainly, that whatever occafional lymptoins llwsy

may difcover, diey are fupremely and habitually polfeffed

by a love of the world, and defire of fenfual gratification.

In oppolition to this, every real Chrillian fees the favor

of God to be fo abfolutely neceflary, that he cannot be

without it. He fees it to be more necefiary than riches,

honors, or pleafures ; nay, than health, or even life itfelf

;

all which he values chiefly as they are the fruits of the

divine bounty, as tokens of divine love, and as they af-

ford him an opportunity of promoting the divine glory.

He is ready to lay with the Pfalmift, " Whom have 1 in
*' heaven bat thee ? and there is none upon earth that I

" defire befides thee : my flefli and my heart faileth, but
'' God is the Rrength of my heart, and my portion for

" ever."*

2. He that is born again, confiders the favor of God as

full and fufficient for his comfort and happinefs. That
is to lay, he is habitually fatisfied with this as his portion,

vvheliier there be abundance or ftraitnefs as ^o outward
provifion. He counts the favor of God as abfolutely ne-

ceflary, but nothing elfe isconfidered as fuch. No earth-

ly enjoyments can iatisiy him without God's favor ; but

this Vk'ill latisfy him, be his outward condition what it will.

1 am fiirfrom meaning to affirm, that every good man is

free from the leall riling murmur, the leail impatient or

rebellious thought. If it were fo with any man, he would
be perfedin holinefs ; bat I mean to fignify, that this is

his habitual and prevailing temper. He is inwardly con-

vinced, that thofe alone are hap|)y ; and that they are,

and (hall be, compleatly happy, who are reconciled to

God, and the objects of his fpecial love. His own re-

maining attachment to prefent things, and immoderate
ibrrow under outward calamity, he fincerely laments as

' his weaknefs, and humbly confefles as his fin. He en-

* rial. IxxiU. 25, 25.



On Regeneration. 157

i;\eavors to fupply the void left by every earthly comfort,

when it is withdrawn, by the fidnefs and all fufficiency

of God. He podelTes, in fome meafure, and breathes

^fter more and more of the temper exprefled in the two

following paflages of fcrlpture'^ " Although my houfe be
" not fo with God, yet he hath made with me an everlaft-

*^ ing covenant, ordered in all things, and fure ; for this

*' is all my falvation, and all my defire."* Although
'* the fig-tree (liall not bloflbin, neither (hall fruit be; in

" the vines ; the labor of the olive lliall fail, and the field

" Ihall yield no meat ; the flock lliall be cut off from the

" fold, and there fliall be no herd in the italls ; yet will

*' I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my fal-

*' vation."!

Thus 1 have endeavored to point out wherein the

change in regeneration doth immediately and properly

confift. It is juft the recovery of the moral iniage ofGod
upon the heart ; that is to fay, to love him fupremely and
ferve him ultimately, as our highell end ; and to delight

in him fuperlatively, as our chief good. This recovery,

however, is but begun on earth. It is gradually improved
in the progrefs of fandlification, and fliall be fully com-
pleated at the refurreftion of the julL The fum of the

moral law is to love the Lord our God with all our heart,

and foul, and llrength, and mind. This is the duty of

every rational creature ; and, in order to obey it perfeft-

]y, no part of our inward affeclion or actual fervice ought
to be, at any time, or in the leaft degree, mifapplied.

This is the cafe with no mere man, while he continues

in the body. But regeneration confiils in the principle

being implante-d; obtaining the afcendency, and habitu-

ally prevailing over its oppofite. Even in thofe who are

born again, there will Hill be many druggies between the
" law of fin in their members," and the " law of God in
*' their minds." This we find deeply lamented by the

apoflle Paul :
" O w^retclied man that I am, who fliall

" deliver me from the body of this death V^X ^^ ought to

give unfpeakable confolation to the chriftian, when he re-

* 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. t Habbak. iii. 17. IS.
jt
Rom. vii. 24,

Vol. L U
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flefts, that the feed which is planted by divine grace,

fhall be preferved by divine power. A gracious God will

neither fufler it to be fmothered by contending weeds,

nor dellroyed by the inclemency of this tempelluous cli-

mate, till it be tranfplant* into the milder regions of

peace and ferenity aliove.

SECT. III.

The efft'Sis of^-egeneration ; tvith some of the principal evi-

dences of its sinceritij. _^^

N the further profecution of this head, I propofed to

^ mention fome of the principal evidences and frwits of

a faving change. Thefe, no dobut, it were eafy with

fufficient propriety greatly to extend and enlarge, be-

caufe the}^ include all the marks and figns of real religi-

on, fuited to every charaderand every fituation in which

a chrillian can be placed. The heart being renewed, the

life will of neceffity be reformed, and holinefs in all man-

ner of converfation, including the duties of piety towards

God andjuftice and charity towards men, will be its na-

tive and genuine effedl". But this would be tQO wide and

general a field. I find moil writers on this fubjetl take

particular notice of the new views and apprehenfions

which the regenerate perfon hath of himfelf, and every

other thing or perfon to which he ftands related. I fhall

therefore very fliortly oblerve, he who is born again, dif-

covers his new nature and life by new apprehenfions of

God—of himfelf—of the world—of eternity—of Jefus

Chrift the Saviour of finners—and of all the ordinances of

hp appointment.

The /^generate perfon has new views of God, both -in

refpett of grcatnefs and goodnefs. He really and inward-

ly believes the being, prefence, power and providence of

God, which he in a great mealKfre dilbelieved before.

Whereas formerly, even what he did believe of God was

feldom in his thoughts ; nBw it is almofl impoflible for

him to look upon any thing, or perfon, or event, without

confidering its relation to God. O what "- terrible majef-
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*' ty" does his fandified underftanding perceive in this

Being of Beings, compared to the times of his former
blindnefs ? What a luftre and glory does the opened eye
fee in all the divine perfedions ? Above all, what a ra-

vifhingand aflonifliing view Iras he of the divine goodnefs

and love ? Wicked men, governed by felf-love, are there-

fore infenfible ofobligations. Inordinate in their defires,

they are never fatisfied with their pojQeffions : whereas
the child of God difcovers and confeiTes the infinite good-

nefs of his Creator in all his mercies, of theleall of which
he is not worthy.

He hath quite new apprehenfions of himfelf, his own
charadler and flate. Before, he thought himfelf his own
rnafter, looked upon every religious law as a hard and ty-

rannical reflraint ; but now, he ^^<iz that he belongs to

God : he now remembers his Creator, confeffes his obli-

gations, and mourns for his tranJgrefTions. A converted

fmner often admires and fiands alloniflied at his own for-

mer condudt. He wonders at the boldnefs of a poor guil-

ty helplefs rebel, perhaps curhng and blafpheming, per-

haps rioting in fenfuality and lull. He wonders that the

power of God did not arreil him in his courfe, and by
fome fignal ftroke, make him a ftanding monument of

righteous indignation. He trembles to think of his for-

mer Hate, and it excites in him a deep and lively acknow-
ledgment of the riches of divine grace. How great a

fenfe of this does the apoftle Paul often exprefs in his own
cafe ;

" who was before a blafphemer, and a perfecutor,

" and injurious. This is a faithful faying, and worthy
*' of all acceptation, that Chrifl Jefus came into the world
" to fave fmners, of whom I am chief."*

The above is often connedled with, and increafed,by

his views of the world and of worldly mfh. The charm
is now broke, the falfe colors are now taken off from the

world and all its enjoyments. How ardently did he love

them once .'' how eagerly did he profecute them ? and how
rich did he efteem them ? He envied every one who pof-

feffed them, and thought that none fuch could fail of bein,^

* 1 Tim. i. 13, 15.



i6o A Practical Treatise

completely happy. But now, he can never feparate the

idea of riches from temptation, and often confiders the

dreadful change of flate in thofe who are carried about in

pomp and grandeur on earijj^ ; who are clothed in purple

and fine linen, and fare fumptuoufly every day ; but are,

in a little time, tormented in hell fire. Formerly, he va-

lued perfons by their flation, by their wealth, by their fpi-

rit and genius, or other natural qualifications. But now,

a chriflian in a cottage appears more honorable and more
amiable than a blafphemer in a palace. Now, his heart

is joined to e\ery fervant of Chrifl, though defpifed in the

world, though emaciated by ficknefs, though deformed

with old age ; nay, though loathfome and fordid through

penury and want. He fees the beauty of thefe excellent

ones of the earth, under all their prefent diladvantages,

and in them is all his delight. With regard to perfons of

an oppofite character, the penicent often recollefts, with a

bleeding heart, his fondneis for, and attachment to finful

companions ; and his kindnefs to them is converted into

a yearning tendernefs and compaflion for their miferable

llate.

Further, the regenerate perfon has new apprehenfions

of eternity. Formerly, the ffiadows and vanities of time

fo engrofled his thoughts, fo filled and occupied his fight,

that eternity was feldom at all, and never fully in view.

But now, it is frequently and flrongly upon his mind.

Now it, as it were, joins itfelf with, and points out its own
relation to every fubjeft, and its concern in every purfuit.

Now, it is prefent as the obje6t of faith, to correft the

falfe reprefentations of fenfe, and to oppofe the unjuft

claim of earthly and momentary gratifications. Former-

ly, things unfeen were counted in a manner precarious

and fabalous, oflmall moment in any determination : but

now, there is fuch a difcovery of the great realities of ano-

ther world, as weigh-; down all created things, and makes
them feel as a feather in the balance.

Let us here ftand dill, and paufe a little. Let me be-

feech every reader to ponder this reflection, which I can-

not pafs. Oh ! what concern have we all in an everlafl-

ingendlefs eternity ! O fubjeQjvithout bounds ! Who is
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able to do it juftice in words ? Who is able to reach it

even in thought ? Happinefs that lliall continue through

everlafiing ages. Miiery, anguifh, torment, that fhall

never have an end. Are we all, without exception, to be

fo divided at laft ? Yes ; the great Judge fhall feparate the

righteous from the wicked, and Ihall let the one on his

right-hand, and the other on his left. Shall then com-

panions on earth; fliall fellow-citizens, and fellow-fol-

diers ; the dearefl friends and the neareft relations, be

parted afunder, and take a long, long eternal flirewel ? O
the flrong deceit and illufion of iin, that is able to hide

eternity from dying men ! O the inconceivable blindnefs

of thofe who are unmindful of a future ftate, while they

inhabit thefe tabernacles of clay, which are fo often totter-

ing; which are daily walling, and fliall fo foon fall in

pieces and crumble into dull ! How is it pofTible uc fhould

forget, that in a little time " we mufl all appear before the
•' judgment-feat of ChrilL"

The regenerate perfon has alfo new views of Jefus

Chriil, the great and only Saviour of frnners. Before, he

'v/as *•' without form or comelinefs, or any beauty, that he
" ILould delire him." Before, (as is, alas ! the cafe v/ith

very many) all the truths, relating to the perfon, charac-

ter, and office of a Mediator were hated as abfurdities, or

defpifed as enthufiafm. They were nick-named nonfenfe,

cant, and unintelligible fluff. Or if decency forbad this,

they were altogether cold and without relifh. But now,
the name of a Saviour is " precious—even as ointment
*' poured forth."* The llrongell language is too weak
to exprefs his gratitude, or breathe out his love. *•• He is

" white and ruddy, the chief among ten thoufand :—yea,

" he is altogether lovely,"| How great is the difference

between the felf-righteous formalift and the humble peni-

tent ? The one, trulling in himfelf that he is righteous,

knows little of the value of a Saviour ; the other, deeply,

penetrated with a fenfe of guilt, and llrongly confcious of

abfolute weaknefs, " counts all things but lofs, for the ex-
* cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus his Ijord ; and

* Cant. i. 3. t Cant. v. 10.
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" (lefircs lo be found in him, not having his own rig!ite-

" Gufnefs, which is of the law, but that which is through
*' the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs that is of God by
'^ faith."*

Again, the regenerate perfcn has new views of the or-

dinances of Chrilt's appointment. They were formerly

his burden, now they are his delight. Before, the fabbath

wore, as it were, a fable garb, and an offenfive gloom. It

was looked upon as a piece of confinement and rellraint.

He was ready to fay, " What a wearinefs is it ; when will

" the Sabbath be over, and the new moon, that we may
*' fet forth corn, and fell wheat ?" But now, he calls it a

delight, the " holy of the Lord, and honorable." Now, he

thirds after the water of life, efteenis, loves, and defires

the word of God. He now readily joins the holy Pfalmilt

in all thofe fervent exprefiions to be found in his writings,

of affeftion to the truths and ordinances of God. " O how
" love I thy law ! it is my meditation all the day.-)- The
" law of thy mouth is better to me than thoufands of gold
" and filver.J My foul thirfteth for thee ; my tlefh long-
*' eth for thee, in a dry and thirfty land, where no water
" is. To fee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have ittn it

*' in the fancluary.jj I was glad when they fajd unto me,
*' let us go into the houfe of the Lord ; our feet fiiall Hand
" within thy gates, O Jerufalem !"**

Suffer me now to conclude this general account of the

fpirit and temper of the regenerate, with a 'tew particu-

lar characters, by which they will commonly be dillin-

gui filed.

I. The new nature will difcover itfelf by great humi-
lity. There is no difpofition more the object of divine

abhorrence and deteftation, than pride ; nor coniequent-

ly, any more amiable and neceffary than humility. We
are told, that " God refilleth the proud, but giveth grace

" to the humble,"
-(••f-

To the fame purpofe the prophet
" Ifaiah, For thus faith the high and lofty One, that inha-

" biteth eternity, whofe name is holy, I dwell in the high

* Phil. ui. 8. t Pfal. cxix. 97. \ Pfal. cxix. 72. || Pfal.

Ixiii. 1, 2. * Pfal. fxxii.l, 2. tt James, iv. 6."
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" and holy pkce ; with him alfo that is of a contrite and
" humble Ipirit, to revive the fpirit of the humble, and to

" revive the heart of the contrite ones."* Pride was the

fin by which the angels fell from their glory and happinefs.

It appears to have been the chief ingredient in the firft.fui

of man ; and in general, the leading part of a fmful charac-

ter. Before there can be any faving change ; before there

can be any efteem or reliili of the gofpel of the grace of

God, there mull be a deep humility of mind, and thorough

convi£lion of guilt and wretchednefs. This mufl flill con-

tinue, and have a conftant and vifible efte6t upon the

believer's temper and carriage. The truth is, the

way in which a finner's peace is made with God, the

ground on which his hope and comfort is founded, and

the means of his improvement in the fpiritual life, all con-

fpire in making him humble. '' Where is boading ? Ic

*' is excluded. No flefli is permitted to glory" in the di-

vine prefence. Every fmcere penitent, every real be-

liever, every profiting difciple of Ghrift, learns the empti-

nefs of the creature, the fulnefs, fovereignty, power, vvif-

dom, and grace of the Creator and Redeemer, from all

that he hears, and from all that he feels.

In his former ilate, either his ignorance of God, or his

wrong views of God and of himfelf, made him fet a high

value upon his own intereft, and think he had a high

claim to happinefs, and fuccefs of every kind. This
made him repine at the courfe of Providence, and very

hardly allow that jullice was done him when his attempts

were defeated, or his defires difappointed. What fullen

impatience do many fliew under the hand of God ? What
corroding envy poflefles their minds v/hen they take a

view of the (perhaps millaken) happinefs of others ? But ^

he that is born again is deeply fenfible, that he deferves

nothing at the hand of God. His habitual fentiments and
language, are the fame with what we find in fcrlpture fo

frequent with the faints :
" I am not worthy of the leaft

" of all the mercies, and of all the truth which thou liaft

" ftiewed unto thy fervant.-f-—It is of the Lord's mercies
" that we are not confumed, becaufe his compaflions fail

* If. Ivii. 15. t Gen. xxxli. 10.
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*' not.*—Unto me, who am lefs than the leaft or all faints,

*' is this grace given."f Whereas formerly he was apt

to view his own charafter with much complacence, and to

have high thoughts of the dignity of human virtue, now he

hath changed the Hern pride of philoibphy, for the felf-

denial and meeknefs of the gofpel. He has fucii views

of the glory and majefty of God, of the purity of his law,

and of the holinefs ot his nature, that he fniks, as it were,

into nothing in his own fight, and knows not how to throvv

hirnfelf into a low enough polture in the divine prefence.

Agreeably to this vv'e have a flriking picture drawn by our

Saviour in the parable of the Pharifee and publican, of

true penitence, particularly as Handing in oppofition to

felf-fufficiency and pride :
" The Pharifee ilood and4)ray-

*' ed thus with hirnfelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not as

" other men are, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or even
^' as this publican. I fall twice in the week, 1 give tithes

" of all that I poilefs. And the publican Handing afar off,

** would not lift up fo much as his eyes unto heaven, but

" fmote upon his breaft, faying, God be merciful to me a

'' fuiner."^

Further, true religion makes a man humble toward his

fellow creatures, as well as toward God. The one, in-

deed, is the certain and necellary elTeft of the other. Eve-

ry thing which one man can enjoy in preference to ano-

ther, and n'hich ordinarily becomes the fuel of pride, is the

gift of God, and therefore there is no room left to glory.

What dillini^tion can any man enjoy above another, bu:

it mull be of one of thefe two kinds, worldly advantages,

or fpiritual gifts ? Now worldly advantages are of no

fuch value, in the eye of a real Chridian, as to be matter

of boading. All fwelling on this account is efi'eclually re-

trained by true religion : that which brings eternity in

vievv, makes all temporal things of wonderfully little va-

lue, to have or to lofe. And even Hill lefs will a good

man glory in his advantages over others of a ipiritual kind.

Pride can never be fo greatly mifplaced, as when it Hiows

itfelf here. The ChriHian will fay to himfelF, in the

words of the apoHle Paul, " For who maketh thee to differ

* Lam. iii. 2. t Ephef. iii 8. \ Luke xviii. n, 12, \%
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*^ from another ? And what hafl thou, that thou dlcKl ncl

" receive ? Now if thou didli receive it, why doll thoii

*' glory as if thou hadft not received it ?"*

I cannot help alio obfcrving here, that everjr true con*

vert is naturally led to confider himfelf as the chief of Tin-

ners, and every real Chriftian to reckon that others ara

preferable to him in holinefs and fpiritual attainments.

This is often taken notice of by religious writers, in a per.

{et\ confiftency both with fcripture and experience. We
fee this was the cafe with the apoflle Paul, that eminently

holy, faithfLii, and a6live minifler of Jefus Chrift. He ex-

prefsly lliles himfelf the " chief of finners ;'' and fays,

" Howbeit, for this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me
" firll," or in me as a capital and leadinsf inilance, " Je-
•* fus Ghrifl: might fhew forth all long-fuiFering, for a paf-

" tern to them v/hich fliould hereafter believe on him to

" life everlafting."! And elfewhere to the fame purpofe,

with a view to his minillerial labors ;
" For I am the leaft

" 'of the apoftles, that am not meet to be called an apoitle,

*' becaufe I perfecuted the church of God ; but by the
*' grace of God, I am what 1 am, and his grace which was
'* beftowed upon me was not in vain, but I labored more
" abundantly than they all : yet not I, but the grace of

" God which was with me."]; This is eafy to be account-

ed for. Every man muft have a far more clear difcovery

and conviiSlion of his own fins, in their heinous nature

and aggravating clrcumftances, than of thofe of any other,

as well as a greater infight into the remaining corruptioa

of his own heart. Hence it is natural for him to conclude,

that none have been fo deeply indebted as himfelf, to the

riches of divine grace, for pardon and recovery.

From every view we can take of the matter, therefore,

it is plain that the regenerate perfon muft be, according to

the llrong and beautiful language of the Holy Scripture,

" clothed with humility." He mufi: be very humble ; he

muft be humble in every refpe^t ; he muft be inv/ardly,

habitually, conftantly, univerfally humble. I know no
difpofition better fitted either to determine our character ia

\ 1 Cor. XV. 9, 10.* 1 Cor. iv. r.
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general, or to deckle when the Chriftian is difthavging

any duty in a proper manner. . It is alfo a good touch-

flone by which to try a profelRon, or apparent zeal for re-

ligion. I am fenfible it is a duty openly to profefs Chrill

before men, and that he has pronounced a dreadful threat-

ening againll thofe who fliall meanly deny him ;
" Who-

" foever fliall be afliamed of me, or of my words, in this

" adulterous and-fmful generation, of. him "alfo fliall the

*' Son of Man be alhamed, when he cometh in the glory

" of his Father with the holy angels."* There are many
of the duties of a Chrifiian which require a firm refolutjon,

a boldnefs and fortitude of mind ; yet even tliis fhould be

accompanied with humility. UnnecelTary ollentation is

always a fufpicious fign. A Chriftian ftiould be corUlrain-

ed, in all fuch cafes, by a fenfe of duty, and enter upon

Jiis work with a diffidence of himfelf, and reliance on di-

vine flrcngth.

Let not the reader think this part of the fubjefl tedious,

or extended beyond its due bounds ; let him rather enter

on a deep and careful fearch into his own heart, and fee

how it (lands with himfelf in this particular. There is

,often a counterfeit humility. A proud and vain-glorious

carriage is odious to man as well as to God. Pride in

one man, is always in open hoRility againfi: pride in ano-

ther ; nay, pride, when difcovered, efiediually defeats its

own purpofe. Not only is a man who is vain of nothing,

juftly. and univerfally contemptible, but in all cafes, as So-

lomon fays, " for a man to fearch his own glory, is not

" glory." Even the molt eminent abilities, the moll ami-

able qualifications, and the moft laudable a^lions, are great-

ly fuUied by an apparent vanity and thirfl of praife. It

is hardly poffible to bring ethers to acknowledge that man's

worth who alferts it with his own tongue, and abfolves the

world by paying tribute to himfelf. Hence there is a re-

markable obl'crvation of a foreign writer of eminent piety

"and learning, to this purpofe. That a worldly principle,

.when it is attended with found judgment, and in its high-

eft: perfection, does homage to religion, by imitating its

* Markviii. 38.
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effects. And, indeed, what is all politenefs of carriage,

but a fort of hypocrital humility, and an empty profefficrnof

that deference to the judgment and kindnefs to the perfons

of others, which a true Chriftian hath implanted in his

heart ?

How felf-deceiving is pride ? How many are there even

of thofe who have a form of godUnefs, who are wrapt up
in themfelves, who would have all men to eflecm them,

who would have their opinions to prevail, and their mea-

fures to take place, in every matter of the Anallell confe-

quence; and are never fatisfied but when this is the cafe ?

Ot-this they are often quite infenfible themfelves, when eve-

ry-one about them perceives it without the leaft difficulty

or uncertainty. -Nay, is it not very furprifmg and very

lamentable, that there is ftill fo much pride to be found

even in good men, which betrays itfelf by many eviden-

ces," impatience of contradi6lion in their fentiments, excef-

five grief, or immoderate refentment, when their charac-

ters are attacked by unjuft and malicious flander ? It is

lawful to be fure, in fuch' a cafe, to embrace every oppor-

timity of vindication ; but, as it is not wonderful that it

ih'ould happen, fo the real Chriftian iliould lludy to bear

it with meeknefs, and to forgive it fmcerely, as he alks for-

givenefs of God.
From all this it is eafy to fee, that the regenerate per-

fon muft be humble. Believe it, O Chriftian, fo much
as you have of humility, fo much you have of true religi-

on. So much as your fentiments are altered in this re-

fpe6t, fo much you have ground to think the change to'

b3 real ; and fo much as you take root downwards in true

iiumility, in the lame proportion you will bear fruit up-

wards, in all the duties of a regular, exemplary, and ufeful

converfation.

2. Another excellent and ufeful evidence of regenera-

tion, is the fandlilication of natural and lawful affections.

There arc, perhaps, few either more fure or more plain

evidences of real religion than this. Regeneration does

not confift in giving us new fouls, new faculties, or new.

affedtions, but in giving a new tendency and effeft to thofe

we had before. There are many perfons to whom we
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bear naturally an afFe£lion, and it is far from being the

def; ^n of reli;'ion to deltroy this affeCVion, but to regulate

it in its meafure, to keep it in its proper channel, and di-

rcR it to its proper end. This is a part of the fubje^t

v;hich I have always thought of great moment and iinpoit-

ance, on more accounts than one. It hath pleaful God,
byjoining ustogether in fociety, to conftituteagreat variety

of relations ; thefe ties are of God's own making, and our

a{Ie6lion§ to all perfons fo related to us are natural, and in

fome of them very ilrong. How then do they operate ?

In v/hat manner do they cxprcfs themfelves ? Nothing
will more evidently prove what is the ruling difpofition gf

the heart. "Whenever we love others fmccrely, we fhew
it by defiring and endeavoring to procure for thelT^thofc

bleffings which we ourfelves moll highly elleem.

Let us take any one of thefe relations for an e:;ample.

Does a parent fincerely love his children ? Religion doth

not weaken, but fircngthen this affedion, and add to the

force of his obligation to ferve them. But if the p^irent

truly loveth God above all, how will his love to his chil-

dren be expreffed ? Surely by defiring, above all, tha(

they may be " born again." Their following finful cour-

fes will give him unfpeakably more grief than.their pover-

ty, ficknefs, or even death itfelf. He will be more con-

cerned to make them, and more delighted to fee them,

good than great ; and, for this purpofe, every fiep of d:eir

education will be dire£led. Would not every parent fnud-

der at the thoughts offending a beloved child to a houle in-

ft:6led with the plague, or any other fcene where health or

life would be in imminent danger? What then fnall we
think of thofe parents who, from the fmgle profpedl cf

gain, vyi'hout fcruple, place their children in houles deep-

ly infecccd with the leprofy of fm, and expofe then^, wilh.-

out the leaR neceffity, to the moft dangerous temptations :

I know there are fome inftances in fcripture of perfoiis

who have been confidercd as very pious themlelves, who
yet were lliamefully negligent in this branch of their duty.

Of thefe Eli, mentioned in the book of Samuel, is one,

whofe fons, though in the moil facred office, " made them-
** felvtfS vile, and be rellraincd tbeui not." I imagi\ic J
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could eafily bring in doubt, if not the reality, at lead the

eminence of his piety, and others of the fame kind though

often taken for granted, without much examination ; but

I fiiall only obferve what an oppofite account is given of

die divine condud toward Eli and toward Abraham, ths

father of the faithful. He revealed his will, and employed

in his meffage the child Samuel, to the negle(!l of Eli,

grovv'n old in his courts, and denounced the moil fevere

and terrible judgments againft him and his houfe :
" Be-

" hold, I will do a thing in Ifrael, at which both the ears

" of tvtry one that heareth it fliall tingle ; in that day I

** will perform againft Eli all things which I have fpoken

*' concerning his houfe : when I begin I will alfo make an
" end. For 1 have told him that I will judge his houfe

" for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth."* On the

contrary, fee the honorable diftinclion put upon Abraham :

" And the Lord faid. Shall I hide from Abraham that

" thing which I do, feeing that Abraham Ihall iurely be-

" come a great nation, and all the nations of the earth

" Ihall be bleffed in him. For I know him, that he will

" command his children and his houfliold after him, and
*' they fhall keep the way of the Lord, to do juftice and

" judgment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that

*'• which he hath fpoken of him."!

Nothing indeed can be more plain from reafon itfelf,

tlun that, in proportion to the impreffion which parents

have upon their own minds of the importance of falvation,

will be their concern and care that their children alfo may

be the heirs of everlafting life. SufTer me to all^ every

parent who reads this difcourfe, or rather to befeech all

fuch, to all: themfelves ferioully, what are their own
Ilrongefl defires and hopes concerning their children ? In

thofe moments when your affeftions are fondeil, and your

partial flattering expectations moil dillindly formed, are

you obliged to confefs that your minds run much more

upon the profpeft of your childrens living in affluence and

fplendor, or being promoted to places of honor and trull,

than their being brought to a laving acquaintance with

*
1. Sam. iii. U, 12, 13. f Gen. xviii. 17, 18, 19.
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Ghrift and him crucitied, that whether they live or die they

may be the Lord's ? If this is the cafe, you have juit

ground to fear that you are of that unhappy number who
" favor not the things that be of God, but the things that
*' be of man.'*

3. Another excellent evidence of regeneration is, the

moderation of our attachment to worldly enjoyments in

general, and habitual fubmifTion to the will of God. So
loon as tiiis change takes place, it will immediately and
certainly abate the meafure of our attachment to all earth-

ly things. Formerly they were the all of the foul, its

portion and its reil ; but now a clear difcovery being

made of greater and better blelfings, they muft fall back
into the fecond place. There is a wonderful dilFereiice

l->etween the rate and value of prefent poffeflions of any
kind, in the eye of him who lives under the imprefTions of

eternity, and of him udio believes it but uncertainly, who
underllands it very imperfedlly, and who thinks of it as

feldom as confcience will give him leave. It muft be

confefied we are all apt to be immoderate in our attach-

ment to outward bleflings ; this is the effedt and evidence

of tile weaknels of our faith : but, fo far as faith is in ex-

ercife, it mud mortify carn?d afieiSlion. There js noway
in which an object appears fo little, as when it is contrafl-

ed with one infinitely greater, which is plainly the cafe

here. The truth is, time and eternity, things temporal

and things fpiritual, are the oppofite and rival objedls of

human attention and efteem. It is impoffible that one of

them can be exalted, or obtain influence in any heart,

without a proportional depreffion of the other. They are,

alfo, as they feverally prevail, the marks to didinguilh

thofe wlio are, and thofe who are not, brought again from

the dead. For as the apoflle fays, " To be carnally mind-
'' ed is death, but to be fpiritually minded is life and
** peace."*"

Further, it is not only in abating the meafure of our

attachment to worldly things that religion fliews itfelf»

and the change is difcovered, but in the ufe and applica-

* Rom. viii. 6.
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tion of them. The real Chriflian's powers and faculties,

polFefllons and iniluence, are confecrated to God- His

abilities are laid out for the glory of God. fie no more
confidersthem as a mean of excelling others, and getting

to himfclf a name, but of doing good. He finds it his

higheft pleafure to ferve God with his talents ; he thinks

it his duty to plead for him in his converfation, to honor

him with his fubftance, to enforce and ratify the divine

laws by his authority and example.

The fame thing fhews plainly why a Chriflian mufl

manifefl his new nature by fubmiiTiou to the divine will.

Does he receive his mercies from God ? Does he love

them lefs than God ? Does he efteem it his duty to vSe.

them in his fervice ? And can he polTibly rcfufe to refign

them to his pleafure ? I am fenfible that refignation to

the will of God, abfolute and unconditional, is a very dif-

ficult duty, but it is what every believer habitually fludies

to attain. He chides his remaining impatience and com-
plaints, grieves at the continuing firuggles of his imper-

feftly renewed will, and is fenfible that in this the fupe-

riority of his aftec^tion to God above the creature ought to

appear. Unrenewed perfons, when their earthly hopes

are difappointed, immediately renew the purfuit ; they

only change the'object to one more within their reach, or

tl^y alter their meafures, and endeavor to amend the

Icheme ; but real Chrifiians, receiving a conviilion of

the vanity of all created things, feek their refuge and con-

folation in the fulnefs and all-fufficiency of God.

SECT. IV.

A more particular enquirti into tv'iat proper/// constitutes (he

sincerity of the change.

THUS I have given a fuccincl view of the mofl: re-

markable effects and vilible evidences of regenera-

tion. I cannot, however, fatisfy myfelf with this, be-

caufe I am perfuaded the great queflion is, how far they

ought to go, ad to what meafure of flrength and uniformi-

ty they ought to arrive. There are not a few v/ho ma}\
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in a certain degree, fincerely think themfelves pofTeiTed

of mod or all the dirpofiiions mentioned above, whofe (late

is neverthelels very much to be fufpedled. Gn the other

hand» perhaps, fom^ of the hnmbleft, that is to fay, the

very befi, may be in much fear concerning therDfelves,

becaufe they do not perceive either that vigor or flcadinefs

in their holy difpofitions which they greatly defire and are

feniible they ought to attain. Befides, what hath beert

hitherto faid is only general, viz. that thofe who are borrt

again will have new apprehenfions of things, will be

humble, mortified to the world, and fubmiflive to the will

of God. In this way it will be moll applicable to, or at

leafl mod fenfible in thole, v.'ho had once gone great lengths

in profanity, and were, by the almighty and fovefeign

grace of God, fnatched as " brands from the burning."

The oppofition between their new and old charafters is

ordinarily fo great, that it will not admit of any doubt.

To fome others it may be neceffary to make a more flri£t

and particular enquiry into the nature of fincerity, and

what is the full and proper evidence of the reality of the

change.

That the reader may form as clear and diftin£l concep-

tions on this fubjeft as poffible, he may be plfafed to re-

coiled what was obferved above, That perfect holinefs

confifis in having the heart wholly poffell by the love of

God, without the mixture of any inferior or bafer palTion ;

and that regeneration confifts in a lupremc defire to glori-

fy God, and a preference of his favor to every other en-

joyment. Now what chiefly occafions difficulty in dil-

cerning the reality of this change is, that there is much
unfubdued fin remaining in the children of God, and that

there are many counterfeit graces, or appearances of reli-

gion, in thofe who are, notwithftanding, in the " gall of

" bittcrncfs, and in the bond of iniquity."

That there is a great degree of unmortified corruption

frill remaining in the faints of God, and that not fo much
as one is wholly free from it, is apparent from too many
melancholy proofs. It appears from the pathetic com-

plaint of the apoPcle Paul, formerly referred to, of the lav/

in his members warring againil the lawofGcdin hi".
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ffeind. It appears, alfo, from the grofs fins into v/liich

iQ\VL^ eminently holy perfons have been fullered occafion-

ally to fall, through the ilrength of temptation, as David's

adultery and murder, Solomon's idolatry, the apoftle Pe.

ter's denial of his mader, and feveral oihers recorded iil

fci'ipture.

On the other hand, there are alfo counterfeit pjraces,

CominoQor imperfect operations of the Spirit, v/hich do

not iifue in a real converfion and faving change. This it

will be proper to keep in mind, and perhaps, alfo. to at.

tend a little to the proofs of it both from fcripture and ex.

perience. That the word of God has fome effeiSt: even.

upon thofe who continue unrenewed, is plain from many
examples recorded in the facred volume. We read of a

jFelix trembling at the thoughts of a judgment to come:
*' And as he reafoned of righteoufnefs, temperance and
" judgment to come, Felix trembled, and anfwered. Go
" thy way for this time, when I have a convenient feafoa

*' I will call for thee."* But we are not informed that

he ever found that convenient feafon^ or' defired to hear

any more of fuch words.

In the parable of the fower we have a character defcrib-

ed of thofe who not only " heard" the word, but " received

it with joy," and on whom it had an immediate and vifi-

fcle, though only a temporary effect. " Some fell upon.
*' itony places, where they had not much earth, and forth-

" with they fprung up, becaufe they had no deepnefs of

^ earth ; and when the fun was up they were fcorched,
•" and, becaufe they had no root, they withered away. •{----

•" He that received the feed into frony places, the fame is

*' he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth
*'

it ; yet hath he no root in himfelf, but dureth for a
*' while : for when tribulation or perfecution arifetli be-
*' caufe of the word, by and by he is offended."J We
read alfo of a Kerod, who not only heard the word gladly,

but did many things.—"• For Herod feared John, know-
" ing that he was a juft man, and an holy, and obferved
*' him, and v/hen he heard him he did many things, and

* A6\s xxiv. 25. t Matth. xiii. 5, 6, \ Ibid. ver. 20. 21.

Vol. I. Y
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" hean! him gladl}'."* Nay, we fee' even iVhab, the pro-

fane prince of Ifrael, humbling himfelf, and putting on

fackclolh, under the denunciation of divine wrath. Nei-

ther have we any reafon, from the circumftances of the

fiory, to beheve that this was wholly hypocritical, but the

contrary. " And it came to pais when Ahab heard thefe

" words, that he rent his clothes, and put fackcloth on his

" flelh, and faded, and lay in fackcloth, and went foftly."f

Thefe things, and all others ot the fame kind, even in wick-

ed men, are reprefented as the effeft of the operation of the

Spirit, in many paffages of fcripture. I ihall only mention

one, which is pretty remarkable, and well merits our atten-

tion. " For it is impoffible for thofe who were once enlight-

" ened, and have tailed ofthe heavenly gift, and wer&'made
" partakers of the Holy Gholt, and have tailed the good

" v/ord of God, and the power of the world to come, if

*' they fliould fall away, to renew them again to repen-

*' tance, feeing they crucify to themfelves the Son of God
*' afrefli, and put him to an open fliame.";!;

The fame thing indeed appears plainly from the ftate of

the world, and in a particular manner from that variety

of partial charaders which I have formerly defcribecl.

There are many things which have a religiousjippearance,

and are taken by the deluded poifcffor for religion, when

at bottom there is no real religion at all ; and " mene

tekel" fliall be written upon them in the day of trial.

There is a long gradation of charafters between the openly

protane linner, with a hardened heart, a feared confcience,

and a (liamelefs countenance, on the one hand ; and the

refined, felf-deceiving hypocrite, with his duties and his

forms, on the other: between thofe who are furious, vio-

lent, and nralignatU enemies to religion in profelTion and

practice ; and thofe, who anlwer difcreetly with the young

man in the gofpcl ; and of whom it may be laid, as our

Saviour fays of him, that they " are not far from the king-

** dom of God." This Ihews at once the importance and

diinculty of pointing out the great and diftingu idling cha-

radlersof real religion, and Ihewing how it eiTentially dif-

fers from all counterfeits.

* Mark vi. 20. t 1 Kings xxi. 27. \ Ilcb, vi. 4.
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But now, from the account given above of the nature of

regeneration, and what hath been further atkled in iUuf-

tration of it, we may fee how this diPiindion is to be made,

as tar as it can be made by any, excepting the great

Searcher of hearts. I apprehend, that the great and dif-

tinguifliing mark of the truth and fmcerity of religion in

general, and of every gracious difpofition in particular,

arifes from comparing it with its oppofite. It is " the pre-

" vailing intereil of God and the Redeemer in the heart,

" above the interefi: of inferior good ; the habitual compa-
" rative preference we give to his fervice and enjoyment,

" before every other object of defire." This mull be

proved by its efleds daily. And agreeably to this, our

bleifed Lord fays, " He that loveth father or mother more
"' than me, is not vv'orthy of me ; and he that loveth fon

" or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he

" that taketh not his crofs, and f»lloweth after me, is not

" worthy of me."* And again, in yet flronger terms,

*' If any man come to me, and hate not his father and mo-
*' ther, and wife and children, and brethren and fillers

;

" yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple."|

Would you therefore know whether you are born again ?

Are you in doubt, when you find the fpirit lulling again ft

the flefli, and the flefli againfl the fpirit ? Try, by diligent

and univerfal examination, which of them is, upon the

v;hole, the flrongeft ; which of them habitually yields to

the other, when they come in competition. Into this all

other marks and figns of religion refolve themfelves at lafl;

and from the evidence they give of the prevalence of the

love of God in the heart, they derive all their Vi'orth and

value. Every holy difpofition mull be examined, not by

its abfolute, but its comparative ftrength ; and the true

knowledge of our Rate arifes from the conclufion and re-

fult of the whole.

There were, in the lafl: age, many and great debates

among men of piety and learning, whether fpecial and

common grace differ effentially in their nature, or if they

differ only in degree. What I have juft now faid may,

* Matth. X. 37, 38. t Luke xiv. 26,
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perhaps, be Uiought by the intellip^ent reader, to imply lijy

embracinf:; the lali: of thefe opinioiis. My JLidguier.t of

this queftion is the fame I have formed of many others,

that it is unneceilary, or even hurtful. It has perhaps, if

examined to the bottom, nodiftin6t meaniiij? at all ; hut

if it has any meaning, I am afraid it is a queRion which it

is impoflible for us to refolve. That it may be nnde
plain to perfons of comm.on underllaiidinc!;, the quehion

is, whether it is moft: proper to fay, that a wicked man, or

an unrenewed perfon, let his behavior be ever {o unex-

ceptionable, or his experiences ever fo comfortable, can

have no true lov^e to God ; no, not in the leafi degree : or

whether we ought not rather to lay, his love to God is lefs

than his love to the creature. I confefs, I think it is-befl to

fay, in the words of the Holy Ghofl, that " he loveth the

*' creature more than the Creator" that **• he loveth

*' the praife of man more than the praife of God ;"" and

for this reafon, he hath no " true" love, either to God or

in an.

In the preceding part of this treatife, I have affirmed,

v;ith fufficient clearnefs, that there muft be an eflential

change in order to falvation ; and that, till this be wrought,

the perfon is in fin, and can do nothing but fin. The rea-

fon of this is very plain ; that the fupreme and govern-

ing motive of all his atlions is wrong, and therefore every

one of them muft be fo, upon die whole. I fuppofe, if

they were to explain themfelves fully, this is chiefly

Ti'icant by thofe who infill that there is anefiential difference

betwticii fpecial and common grace. And in this view,

no (l'jubt,'it is not only certainly true, but a truth of very

great importance. It appears, however, on the other

haiid, equally certain and undeniable, that when we ob-

ferve good difpofitions and good actions in one character,

and fee the fame appearances in another, we have no way

by which we can difcover the difference, but by their per-

feverance, and their comparative effe8s. Neither, indeed,

"has the perfon himfelf any other rule by which they can

be jcjidged. For which reafon, I would be very willing to

afiiriv;, both fides of the above quellion ; to fay that an un-

re^enei^ate perfon has rio true love to God or his neighbor,
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and at tlie fame time, that this is only becaufe no love but

that which is fupreme and prevalent is true, or will be ac-

cepted as fincere.

Unlefs we take up the matter in this light, we are in

danger of doing great hurt on both hands. On the one

hand, it is ready to alarm the pious, humble, and timo-

rous foul, if we fay, that fpecial grace differs efientially

from common grace, and that there mull be fomething

quite different in its kind, as to every gracious difpofiti-

on, than what ever refided in hypocrites. Alas! v/ill the

fearful perfon fay, I have feen fome who have gone great

lengths, v/ho have been well efleemed, and well receiv-

ed among all ferious people ; and yet have made Ihip-

wreck of the faith, difhonored their profeffion, and open-

ed the mouths of adverAiries to blafpheme. They had all

the appearance of as much love to God, as much delight

in his fervice, as much zeal for his glory, as much flridt-

nefs, and as much ufefulnefs of converfation ; nay, more
than I can pretend to. What then am I to think of this ?

Muft ail my gracious difpofitions be effentially different

from theirs ? And how is this difference to be made ap-

pear ? To all fuch I would fay, thofe unhappy perfons,

by their conduct, and that alone, plainly difcover, that

they have either been wholly impollors and deceivers of

the v/orid, or that they have loved fome obje6l of carnal

affeclion ; fome luft, of one kind or another, more than

they loved God. The firength of their affections in one
way, has been over-balanced by the dominion of corrup-

tion in another. And that corruption which has been
longdifguifed or reftrained, at lafi; breaks out with fo much
the greater violence, and the greater noife.

Again, on the other hand, by affirming that there is a

difference in kind between fpecial and common grace

;

and that a hypocrite or unrenewed perfon cannot have
the lead meafure of the fame fort of love to God or man
with a chiki of God, we are apt to make fome fiaves to

fni, upon examining themfelves, judge amifs in their own
favor. They cannot help thinking that they have a real

unfeigned affection for that Vv'hich is good in many re-

fpeds ; as indeed they have, when it doth not Hand in
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competition with their reigning or darling Iiift. To give
an example of'this ; it is frequently made a mark of true

religion, to love the people of God ; and indeed, it is one
of tire bed, and when taken in the fenfe I have mentioned
above, as a fupreme and prevalent love, it is an infalli-

ble fign. It hath no lefs warrant than the word of God :

'-' We know that we have pafled from death unto life,

" becaufc we love the brethren ; he that loveth not his

" brother, abidelh in death."* But I dare fay, there are

many who live in fin, and are flrangers to the pov/er of

godlinefs, who, upon the moft impartial examination .of

themfelves, would conclude, that they did love the peo-

ple of God.

Perhaps fonie will fay, they may love good mea, but
they love them for other qualities, and cannot love them
becaufe of their piety. Exj)erience tells us the contrary.

They may eftee;n them, love them, fpeak well of them,
and do them fervice becaufe of their piety. Nav, I have
known (though that is moi-e rare) fome very loofe livers,

who feenied to have nothing good about them, but an ef-

teem of i);ous perfons, and a defire to efpoufe their caufe,

which they continued to do in all ordinary cafes. But
ihould thtfe fervants of God prefume to rejDrove them
iharply, or hinder them in the enjoyment of their darling

lull, their love would foon turn to hatred. WHio v.'ould

not have faid that Herod fincerely loved John the Baptid,

when the very reafon afligned for his refpect and attend-

ance is, that " he was a jull man and an holy." Yet the

fame Uerod, when he was reproved by John for his fcan-

dalous adultery and inccll, fhut him up in prifon. And
afterwards, fo Mttle was his conllancy, that v/hen the

daughter of llerodias had gained ujwn his affetlion by her

dancing, and involved him in a raih promife, he gratifi-

ed her mother's lavage cruelty with the BaptHl's liead.

The defcription of liis fjtuation of mind is remarkable, but

far from being fmgular ; we are told, '' the king v/as ex-

"ceeding forry
; yet for his oath's lake, and for their

"•' fakes that fat v/itli him, he would not rejecl her."|

—

'
1 Jv^Iii. ;;;. 14. -t Mark xvi. 2G.
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l-Iere was love in one {tuk, or in a certain degree ; bnt

he loved the danifcl and her mother, and the p;ood opini.

on of his courtly companions, Iliii more dian the faithlul

preacher.

We have innumerable examples of the fl\me thing eve-

ry day before our eyes. Voluptuous men love the peo-

ple of God, but will not obey their falutary counfel, be-

caufe thev love their lulls more. Covetous n)en will love

the people of God, and praife them, and defend them, bat

will not open their purfes to provide for them, becaufe

they love their iilver and gold more. What I have laid

of this difpofition, might be eafily Ihewn to hold with re-

gard to every other. In fhort, v/batever unfeen or in-

ward difference there maybe; whatever diverfity of ope-

ration of the holy and fovereign Spirit, the great trial to

us is the fame which Chrift made of Peter :
" Simon, fon

*' of Jonas, loveft thou me more than thefe :" It is good

that we lliould often repeat the queflion as he did, and

bleffed is that man who is able in nncerity to fay u'ith Pe-

ter, " Lord thou knoweft all things, thou knowefl: that I

" love thee."*

I am fenfible, there will be many ready to challenge

this, or at leaft to be inwardly difHitisfied with it, as too

general and undetermined. They will be ready to think,

that this leaves the matter ftill at a great uncertainty ;

and that it mull be very difficult to decide in many cafes,

whether the love of God or of the v/orld hath the greateil

habitual influence in tlie heart. The truth is, I am far

from denying or diffembling that it is a matter of gretit

difficulty in many inftances ; nay, as I have hinted in

fome of the forrrter pages of this difcourfe, there are cafes

in which it is altogether impoffible to come to any certain

determination. In fome, grace and corru]:)tion are fo

equally matched, as it were ; have fuch violent llruggles,

and take their turns fo often, in reltraining and governing

one another, that it will be hard to tell, till tlie lad day,

which of them was flrongeil upon the whole. But this i^

no juft objeclion to what I have delivered above. It was

* John xxi. IT.
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never intend>id that fach unequal and variable Chriftiflns

fliould enjoy much peace ;- and it" they do, it is furely up-

on feme idle or imaginary ground. To many it may be

jiilUy faid as Jacob faid to his fon Reuben, " Unfiable as

water, thou Ihalt not excel."* Inllead of devifing ways,

and making fuppolitions, to encourage fuch perlbns to

think well of their own Hate, it is a far fafer, and much
kinder office, to excite them to a holy jealoufy over ihem-

fclves. This indeed feems to be the language of Icripture

with regard to us all :
"• Let us therefore fear, left a pro-

*' niife being left us of entering into his rell, any of you
'-'• fhould fcem to come lliort of it."| Eliewhere, fays the

fame apoftle, " And we defire that every one of you do
"" Ihew the fame diligence, to the full aifurance of hope
" unto the end."J
The life of a Ghriflian is conftantly reprefented in

fcripture as a life of vigilance and caution, of adivity and
diligence. " Be fober and vigilant, for your adverfary
^' the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about feeking whom
" he may devour."j| The fame apolile fays, " And be-

" fides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,

" and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance,
" and to temperance patience, and to patience godlinefs,

" and to godlinefs brotherly kindnefs, and to brotherly
'' kindnefs charity ; for if thefe things be in you and
"• abound, they make you that ye fhall neither be barren
'•^ nor uniruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

*' —Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to

"• make your calling and election fure."** I beg it may
be obferved, that this is no way contrary to that confidence

in the divine mercy and good hope through grace, which
tlie gofpel imparts to the believer.

l^iefe are intended to animate him to diligence in duty,

in dependance on divine ftrength, and are themfelves gra-

dually confirmed and improved, by producing their pro-

per eticdts. Few fcem to have enjoyed more of the con-

folations of the gol'pel than the apoftle Paul ; and yet he

* Gen. xlix. 4. + Heb. iv. 1. | Heb. vi. 11. |! 1 Pet. v. 8.

** 2 P^t. •:. :--10.
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reprefeiits even the fear of final difappointment, as what

daily influenced his own conduct. "• But I i^eep under
''• my body, and bring it into fubjeQiion, left that by any
" means, when I have preached to otners, I myfelf fhould
" be a caft-away/'*

I cannot help taking notice here, that there is often juft

caufe to find fault even v/ith perfons who, to all appear.

ance, are fincerely pious upon this fubjeft. For all fuch

I defire to have the hightll: eiieem, and to treat them with

the greateft tendernefs and afFeftion. In tiie mean time,

they ought to be willing, and even defirous of having their

miftakes pointed out to them. Now 1 am perfuaded,

there are many who leek after affurance of their own in-

terell in God's favor in a wrong way, and that they of-

ten expect it in a degree that is not fuited to the prefent

ftate.

I. They often feek it in a wrong way ; they are ready

to lay hold of imprelfions upon their minds ; and, in a

variety of particulars, are in danger of repeating the fin of

the Pharifees, who aiked a fign from heaven, Wlien a

minifter is fpeaking or writing on this fubjedt, they exped:

jbmething particular and perfonal ; and, if I may fpeak

io, that he Ikould be in God's (lead, and give them ail'u-

rance, in place of telling them how they ought to feek it.

But this eagernefs, from however good a difpofition it may
fpring, is unwarranted and prepofterous. We muft be

fatisfied to walk in the way that God hath pointed out to

us ; to give thanks to him for the fure foundation of a fin-

ner's hope which is laid in Zion, and to conclude the liife-

ty of our own Hate from a ferious and deliberate examina-

tion of ourfclves by the rules laid down in the holy fcrlp-

tures. In this way only, is the molt folid, fettled, and
iafting peac^- to be obtained.

Perhaps fome will be ready to fay, Do you then con-

demn in general all regard to imprelfions that may be fen-

fibly felt upon the mind, or all fecret and powerful fug-

gc'tionsof pziiTages of fcripture ? Does the Holy Ghoft the

comforter never in this manner enlighten or refrcfla thofe

* 1 Cor. ix. 27.

Vol. I, Z
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foals in whom he dwells, according to his proniife ? " I

" will dwell in tliem, and walk in them ; and I will be
" their God, and they fhall be my people."* No, far

fi'om it ; I have no defign ofdenying the real operation or

gracious prefence of the Spirit of God, which is certainly

one of the mofl eitcntial and one of the mod comfortable

doctrines of the " glorious gofpcl ; but at the fame lime,

from the'.love I bear to it, I would guard it againfl millakes

and abufe. When any truth, or any palTage of fcripture

is fuggefted to the mind, which particularly and Itrongly

points out the duty proper to our prefent Hate and cir-

cumflances; v/hen this is backed with a powerful fenie

of its obligation, and by that means a deceitful or flothful

heart is revived and quickened ; this is thankfully»to be

acknowledged, and readily complied with. When a

doubtful, dejedted, or defponding mind is relieved, by a

flrong and affeding view of fome encom-aging promife or

gracious invitation to the weary finner, or the contrite

fpirit ; when, in fuch a cafe, the mind is led to a difcove-

ry ofthe rich mercy and free grace of God to the guilty

and mifcrable, it ought to be embraced and improved ;

and in many fuch inflances, ferious perfons harraffcd by

temptation, have had caiife to fay with David, " I will

'' blefs the Lord, who hath given me counfel ; my reins

" alfo inftruct me in the night feafon."|

This is no more than the neceffary confequence of the

conrtant over-ruling providence of God, which, as it ex-

tends to the difpofal and dircdVion of the mofl: m.inute cir-

cumdances in the courfe of nature, cannot fail to be par-

ticularly exercifed about the holincfs and peace of his own
children. They obey what appears to be their duty, or

an argument againll fm ; they trull the divine faithfulnefs

in what concerns their comfort ; and adore the divine

wifdom and goodnefs in the propriety and fcafonablenefs

of either or both. But for any perfon, from the fuddeii

fuggedion of a paflage of fcripture, ('* I am thy Goc]" for

example ; or, " I have called thee by thy name, thou art

" mine") without any examination of his temper and dif-

* 2 Cor. vi. 16. t Pft»l« -^vi. 7.
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ppfition, to conclude the fafcty of his ftate, is furely a piece

of prefumption without ground.

Neither is it Icfs foolifh than prefumptuous ; for all fuch

mult be liable to be tall down by other and contrary fug-

gefiions. We know very well, and have an inftance of

it in our Saviour's temptation, that fatan can fuggeil paf-

fages of fcripturc ; nay, and fpeak pioully and plauhbly

upon iheni : but their conclufions mufi: be tried by other

fcriptures. To all who are inclined to the above deluding

pradice, I would fay with the apollle John, *' Beloved,
" beheve not every fpirit, but try the fpirits, whether
" they are of God."* Or with the prophet Ifaiah, " To
*' the law.andto the teftimony, if they fpeak not accord-
" ing to this w^ord, it is becaufe there is no light in them."-!-

There is alfo a very proper advice, mixed witli caution,

given by the fame prophet, in the following words

;

" Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth
" the voice of his fervant, that walketh in darknefs and
" hath no light ; let him truil in the name of the Lord,
" and ftay upon his God. Eehold all ye that kindle a fire,

" all that compafs yourfelves about with fparks, walk in the
*' light of your fires, and in the fparks that ye have kind-
" led ; this lliall ye have of mine hand, ye fliall lie down
" in forrow."!

2. I mufl alfoobferve, that many ferious perfons feem
to defire, and even to expeft, alTurance in ilich a meafiire

and degree, as is not fuited to our prefent ftate. They
would have faith and hope to be the fame witli fenfe.

They would have heaven and earth to be the fame, and
would put on their crown before they have finiflied their

courfe. I am jierfuaded, many dej^rive themfelves of

that comfort to which they have an undoubted title, and
which they might eaiily polTefs, by aiming at that which
is beyond their reach. They do not remember, that it is

true in this refpeft as well as in many others, what the

apofile fays, " Now we fee through a glafs darkly, but
" then face to face ; now I know in part, but then fliall I

* I Johniv. 1. t If. vili. 20. J If. 1. 10, 11.
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*' know even as alfo I am known."* Would you but re-

fle6l upon yourlelves, Chril'tians, you would be nfhamed

of your complaints. You would be afhanicd that you

fliould fo much as lay claim to fo high a degree of comfort,

when you are fo carelefs in your duty. Your improve-

ment in the fplritual life is but very gradual, and there-

fore it is no wonder your hope fhould be but in proporti-

on to it.

It is of the greatefl: confequence in religion, to diftin-

guilh carefully between that hope and comfort which ari-

fes directly from the promifes of God in fcripture, and

that which arifes from a reflex obfervatlon of the change

that has taken place in our own temper and pra(tlice. To
entertain and encourage doubts in the former cafe,ns di-

redlly contrary both to our duty and interefl ; but in the

otiier, perhaps fufpicion and diffidence is moft becoming

the Chrifiian temper, and moll conducive to the advance-

ment of the Chriitian life. Is there any perfon perufmg

this treatife, who is incommoded and dillrelTed with an:d-

ety and fear ? Take heed that you be not doubting as

much of the certainty of God's word, as you are jealous

of your own ftate. Is it not more than fuf]*icient that you

have fo many gracious invitations, fo niany lull, free and

unlimited ofLrs of mercy, through a Redeemer, to the

chief of finners ? Does it not give repofe to the mind, and

reil to the confcience, when, by diredrt a6ls of faith, you

receive and rely on Chrift alone for falvation ; feeing uim

to be finglc in this undertaking, and all-fufCcient for its

acco i-plifhment, and therefore cleaving to him as your

Lord and your God, and your all. I would not choofe to

affirm, that afTurance, in the ordinary fenle of d;at word,

is effential to faith, or that its proper defcription is, to be-

lieve that my fins, are forgiven me; yet furely, fome

meafure of hope is infeparable from it. Faith and defpair

are oppofite and inconiiltent. If you do really believe the

fincerity of the offer ; if you do really believe the fiilnefs

and ability of the Saviour, " the God of hope will fill you
*' with all joy iind peace in believing, through the powex*

«* of the Holy Ghoit."

1 Cor. xili. 12,
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To this let me add, that confiderino; the matter, even

with regard to a renewing and fanftifying work of the

Spirit upon your hearts, your complaints are often excef-

five and unreafonable. You would have evidence, not

that the work is begun, but that it is finilhed. Yon delire

comfort, not I'uch as is fufficient to flrengthen you againft

temptation, and bear you up under fufiering ; but fuch as

woukl make temptation to be no temptation, and fufiering

to be no fuffering. But if you are fenfible that you Hill

adhere to God as your portion, that you cannot find peace

or rell in any thing elfe ; and that a whole world would

not induce you to give up even your doubtful title to his

favor and love, furely you ought to endeavor after com-

pofure of mind : you may be frequently in the fiate of the

apoftle Paul, who fays of himfelf, " Our tlefh had no reft,

*' but v/e were troubled on every fide, without were fight-

** ings, within were fears."* And yet fay with the iame

apoftle, " We are troubled on every fide, yet not dillref-

*' fed ; we are perplexed, but not in defpair
;

perfecuted,

" but not forfaken ; call down, butnotdeft.royed."-f- It is

not meant by this to condemn an earneft defire to abound

in hope, or a frequent and ibndl examination of our Hate

and temper, but to warn Clirillians againft impatience,

and againft an unthankful, fretful difpofition, which in-

deed difappoints itfelf, and prevents the attainment of that

peace, for the v/ant of which it complains.

This leads naturally to the mention of another fault in-

cident to ferious perfons, which will lay a foundation for a

very important leflTon upon this fubject. The fault here

intended is, falling into a flothful, defpondent negleft of

duty. The devices of fatan, our great enemy, are very

variouSj and unfpeakably artful. When he cannot k.ep

men in fecurity, and drive them blindly along the broad

path which leadeth to deftru£lion, he endeavors to make
their duty as painful and burdenfome to them as poffible.

When fome perfons give themfelves to ferious felf-exami-

nation, he en\barraffes them with fcruples, he involves

them in doubts, he diftreffes them with fears. This often

* 2 Cor. vii. J. t 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9.
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brings on a relaxation, or fufpenfion of their diligence In

duty; they give themfelves up to anxious, complaining

thoughts ; they fbnd ftill, and will go no farther in reli-

gion, till tliey are latisfied whether they have as yet gone
any length at all. But whatever good ground any perlon

may have to be difuitisned with himlcJi', lb foon as he per-

ceives that this is itseffeft, he ought torefift it as a tempta-

tion. I cannot better illuftrate this, tlian by a fimilitude

borrowed from the fcripture language on the fame I'ubjecl.

Whether do you think that child moll dutiful, under a

fenfe of his father's difpleafure, who patiently and filcntly

applies himfelf to his work, or lie v/ho faunters about in

idlenefs, and with pcevifli and fullen complaints, is con-

fcantly calling in queftion his father's love ? •,

This lays the foundation lor a very neceflary and ufe-

ful direction, which indeed flows naturally from all that

has been laid on the evidence of regeneration. Endea-
vor, Chriftians, to ])relerve and incrcafe your hope in

God, b}^ further degrees of fan(5l!fication, by zeal and dili-

gence in doing his will. The more the image of God in

you is perfected, it will be the more eafily difcerned. If

you are at any time ready to doubt whether fuch or fuch

corruptions are confident with real religion
; ji you find

this a hard queliion to refolve, go another way to work,

and Ih'ive by vigilance and prayer to mortify tliefe cor-

ruptions, and then the difHculty is removed. If in a time

of afflidlion and dillrefs, you find it hard to determine whe-

ther, it ought to be confidered as the correction of a father,

or thefeverity of a judge, endeavor tlirough divine grace

to bear it w-ith the patience of a child, and you will foon

fee its merciful original by its falutary eflcft. What
fhould be the daily fiudy of a Chrillian, but to mortify iin

in heart and converfation ? and his couifort Ihould arife

from his apparent fuccefs in tliis important llrife. When
grain of different kinds is but fpringing from the ground,

it is not eaf}^ to diftinguifli between one and another; but

.their growth afcertainis their quality, which is Hill more

fully difcerned as they approah nearer to maturity. Imi-

tftte in diis the great apollle of the Gentiles, " Not as

" though I had already attained, either were already per-
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" h(!\ ; bat I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for

'' which alio I am apprehended of Chrifl: Jefus. Brethren,

" I count not myfelf to have apprehended, but this one
" thing I do, forgetting thole things which are behind,

" and reaching forth unto thole things which are be-

" fore, I prefs toward the mark for the prize of the higii

*' calling of God in Chrift Jcfus 1"*

Before clofing this fe6lion, I miift obferve that tliougli

the account I have given of the great mark of real reli-

gion, may ftill leave fome in tlie dark, yet fiirely it carries

in it the cleareft and plaineil cond-jmnation of many hear-

ers of the gofpel. Oh, that it were poffible to fallen a

conviction of it upon their minds ! Are there not many
who appear from fabbath to fabbath in the houfe of God,

who dare not affirm ferioufly to their own hearts, that God
and his fervice has more of their habitual fettled afFeclioii

than the world, or any of its enjoyments ? I do not here

underlland grofs fmncrs, whole crimes are " open going

"before unto judgment ;" but! mean the more fober

and regular profelfors of religion, who may have " a form
" of godlinefs, and deny the power thereof." I am per-

fuaded this is a more proper trial of their Hate, than any

particular rule of duty. Many fuch perlbns know fo little

of the extent and fpirituality of the law of God, that it is

not impoflible they may be ready to afiirm they do not

allow themfelvesin any known fin, as the young man in

gofpel feems to have anfwered iincerely, when he faid to

our Saviour, " Mailer, all thefe have I obfcrved from my
" youth."!

But I would farther afk them, Whether hath God or

the world moil of'your love, moll of your thoughts, and
mofl of your care? Can fuch of you pretend this, whole

eager, ardent, nightly thought and daily pleafure, is only

to increaie your fubllance ? who would not go to market

without re-examining your tranfadions, and computing

your gain ; but can daily go to the: houfe of God, without

obfervi ng, enquiring after, or defiring to fee its proper

fruits ? Can fuch of you pretend this, to whom all ferious

* Phil. iii. 12, 13, U. f Mark x. 20.
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converfatlon is tedious and difguftful, and the fociety of

good men a painful rellraint ? to whom the fabbath is a

dull, melancholy, and burdenfome fealbn ? Oh, my bre-

thren, let mebefeech you to be faithful to your own fouls.

Your precious time is daih' hallening on ; the day of your

merciful vifitation is wearing fall away. Hear w^hile there

is yet peace, and intreat that God, for Chrilt's fake, would

freely pardon all your fins ; would renew you in the ipi-

rit of your minds ; would fit you for his fervice on earth,

and for his prefence and enjoyment in heaven.

Thus I have explained at coiifiderable length, and with

all the care and accuracy in my power, me great and ge-

ncral evidence of regeneration, viz. the fuperiority of the

intereft of God and the Redeemer in the heart, above the

interefi of inferior good. This, I hope, will be of ufe in

itfalf, to dlfiinguifh the precious from the vile, to prefervs

yoii from fm,and excite you to diligence in every part of

your duty, that it may be more arid more manifeft. At
the fame time, it will be of the greatell fervice, in the ufe

and application of other figns of real religion, by Ihewing

when thev arc conckifive, and when they are not.
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CHAP. III.

Of the steps by xvhlch this ckavge is accomplished,

WE proceed now to confider by what fteps, and by

what means, this change is brought about. I am
deeply fenfible how diihcult a part of the iubjed this is,

and how hard it will be to treat of it in a difiindt and pre-

cife, and at the fame time, in a cautions and guarded man-
ner. It is often complained of in thofe who write on this

fubjedt, that they confine and limit the HOLY ONE,
and that they give unnecefiary alarms to thofe who have

not had experience of every particular which they think

proper to mention. There is no doubt but God acls in

an *abfolute and fovereign manner in the difpcnfation of

his grace, as in every other part of his will. As he cannot

be limited as to perfons, fo neither as to the time and man-
ner of their reformation. To this.purpofe, and in this

precife meaning, our Saviour fays, "• The wind bloweth
" where it liiteth, and thou heareil: the found thereof, but
" canft not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth :

" fo is every one that is born of the Spirit."f
Sometimes it pleafeth God to fnatch fnmers from the

very brink of the pit, to raife up fome of the moil aban-

doned profligates, as trophies of his vidtorious grace and
mercy ; while he fufFers others, far more moderate and
decent, who are " not far from the kingdom of God,"

* It will be proper to inform the reader, that the word
" abfolute" ufed he^i-e, and in fome other places of this difcourfe,

is by no m.ean5 to be nndevJlood as fig-nifying the fume thini^

with " arbitrary." He who acls arbitrarily, acts without any
reafon at all. To fay this of the divine procedure, would be
little lefs than blafphemy. When we fay that God aCis •'• in
'' an abfolute and fovereign manner," the meaning is, that he
acls upon the bell and ftrongeft reafons, and for the nobleft and
nxoLl ciicellent ends ; but which'%fe many or mofl of them be-

yond our reach and coniprehenfioh ; and particularly, that there
is not the leall foundation for fuppoling that the reafons of pre-
ference are taken from comparative human merit,

\ John iii. 3,
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finally to fall fliort of it. He fomctimes glorifies his pow-

er and mercy at once, by converting his moil inveterate

enemies, and making them the moft zealous, aftive, and

fuccefsful advocates for his caufe. Such an inftance was

the apoIUe Paul, who from a perfecutor became a preacher.

Sometimes converfion is fpeedily and fuddenly brought

about, and the times and circumfiances of the change may
be eafily afcertained. This was the cafe with the jailor

recorded in the hiftory of the Adts of the ApoRles. The
fame may be faid of the apodle Paul ; and there have been

particular examples oFit in every age: Sometimes, on the

other hand, the reception of the truth, and renovation of

the heart, goes on by flow and infcnfible degrees ; nor is

it eafy to fay by what means the change was begun, or at

what time it was compleated. This was perhaps the cafe

with mod, if not all, the difciples of our Lord, during his

perfonal miniftry.

Sometimes the change is very fignal and fenfible, the

growth and improvement of the fpiritual life fpeedy and

remarkable, the greateft finners becoming the moft emi-

nent faints ; like the woman mentioned in the gofpel, to

whom many fins were forgiven, and who loved her Re-

deemer much. Sometimes, on the other hand, the change

is very doubtful, and the progrefs of the believer hardly

difcernible. Some of this fort are reproved by the apoftle

Paul in the following words, which are but too applicable

to many profelfing Chrillians of the prefent age :
" For

" when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need
" that one teach you again, which be the firil principles

" of the oracles of God, and are become fuch as have need

" of n\ilk, and not of llrong meat,"*—Sometimes the

convert hath much peace and fenfible comfort, rejoicing

with joy unfpeakable and full of glory ; and fometimes»

on the other hand, he is difireilcd with doubts and fears,

and made to walk in darknefs. Once more, fome finners

are brought in by deep and long humiliation, and are al-

mofl diftrafted with legal terrors, while others are power-

fully, though fweetly, confiirain^ed by the cords ol divine

love. All thefe " worketh the felf fame fpirit, who divi-

* lleb. V. 1 2.
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" deth to every man feverally as he will." I denre, that

what has now been faid, may be Hill kept in mind ; fo

that if the evidences of a laving change can be produced,

there need be little folicitude about the time or manner of

its being wrought.

What I propofe to offer on this part of the fubje6t, is

not to be confidered as in the lead degree contrary to, or

inconfillent with, thefe truths. Nay, I am not to lay down
a plan and fay, this is the ordinary way in which fmners
are brought to the faving knowledge of God, leaving it to

him, in fome few, uTicommon, and extraordinary cafes, to

take fovereign fteps, and admit exceptions from the ordi-

nary rules. This is a way of fpeaking common enough ;

but though it may be very well meant, I apprehend it hath

not in it much, either of truth or utility. The falvation

of every child ofAdam is of free, abfolute, fovereign grace

:

and the aClual change may be wrought at any time, in any
manner, by any means, and will produce its effefts in any
meafure, that to infinite wifdom fhall feem proper. Nei-
ther ought we to pretend to account for the diverfity in any
other manner than our Saviour does :

" Even fo, Father,
" for fo it feemed good in thy fight."* Therefore what I

have in view, is to fpeak of fuch fteps in the changes as

are, in fubftance at lead, common to all true converts. It

will be a fort of analyfis, or more full explication of the

change itfelf, and ferve, among other ufes, further to dif-

tinguifh the real from the counterfeit. Too much can
hardly be faid on this fubjedl :

" For what is the chaff to
•' the wheat ? faith the Lord." It will alio illuflrate the

divine wifdom, as well as fovereignty, by fliowing how
that diverfity of operation, fo remarkable in different liib^

jecls, produces in all at laii the fame bleffed effect.

S E C T. I.

There must be a discovery ofthe real nature of God,

N the firfi: place, one important and neceffary ftep in
bringing about a faving change, is that the fmner get

* Luke X. 21.

I
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a difcavery of the real nature, the infinite majefty, and

tranl'cendent glory of the living God ! Perhaps fome will

be furprifcd, that, as ufual, a conviction of fin is not men-

tioned (irll, as the preliminary frep. I enter into no quar-

rel or debate with thofe who do ib ; but 1 have firft men-
tioned the other, which is but feldoni taken notice of, from

a firm perfuafion, that a difcovery of the nature and glory

of the true God lies at the foundation of all. This alone

can produce I'alutary conviftions of fin ; for how can we
know what finis, till we know him againft whom v.e have

finned. The fame thing only will point out the difiey^nce

between real conviction, and iuch occafional tears as never

go farther than a fpirit of bondage.

in fupport of this, you may obferve, that in fcripture,

thofe who are in a natural or unconverted ilate, are often

delcribed as lying in a ftate of ignorance or darknefs. They
are iaid to be fuch as know not God : " Howbeit then

'' when ye knew not God, ye did fervice unto them which
*' by nature are no gods."* See alfo the follov.ing def-

cription :
'' Having the underfiarding darkened, be-

*' ing alienated from the life of God, throngli the igno-

" .ranee that is in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of their

" hearts. "f Agreeably to this, the change produced in

them is reprefented as giving them light or underfiand-

ing, in oppofition to their former ignorance ;
'' to open

*•' their eyes, and to turn them from darknefs to light, and
*' from the power of Satan unto God.]; But if our gofpel

" be hid, it is hid to them that are lofi, in whom the god of

" this world hath blinded the minds of them which be-

'' lieve not, lell the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrifi,

*' who is the image of God, Ihould fhine unto them. For
*' Gf)d, who commanded the light to ihine out of dark-

'' nefs, hath'ihined in our hearts, to give the light ol the

*' knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jefus

" Chvifl:."|| In this way is the matter reprefented in

fcripture, much more frequently than is commonly ob-

ierved ; and, as the underfianding is the leading {acuity in

our nature, it is but reafoni^ble to funpofe that the change

..> Cal. iY.*8. t r.pb. iv. 18. I Acls x:;vi. 18. |( 2 Cor. iv. 4, 6.
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lliould begin there, by a difcoi'ery of the nature and

glory of God, as the foundation of all that is afterwards to

follotv.

This will be further evident, if we reflet upon the ac-

count formerly given, and fufficiently fupported irom the

holy fcriptures, of the nature of this change, That it con-

filts in a fupreme regard to the glory of God, and an ha-

bitual prevailing defire of his favor. To this it is abfo-

lutely neceifary, as a preliminary, that there be a difcovery

of the real nature and tranfcendent glor}-- of God. How
can any man have that as the chief and leading motive of

action which he doth not underitand ? How can any man
have that as the fupreme objed of deHre, which he doth

not know ? Neither of thefe is poffihle ; there muft, there-

fore, be fome fuch difcovery as I have mentioned above.

It is true, this is but imperfedl at fn-ft ; there will be in the

truly regenerate a growing difcovery of the glory of God,

as well as a growing delight in him, as its confequence

:

yet there muft be fome view of his nature, as the begin-

ning of the change, and the ground-work of every holy

difpofition.

This difcovery of God implied two things, -which, as

they are both neceifary, fo they deferve our particular at-

tention ; and it is not improper to diftinguifli caretully the

one from the other, i. It muft be a difcovery of his real

nature. 2. A difcovery of the worth and excellence of

his nature, which is, properly fpeaking, the glory of God.

I. It muft be a difcovery of the real nature of God.

He muft be feen to be juft fuch a Being as he really i?.

and no faHe or adulterated image mult be placed in his

room, or adored in his ftead. He muft be feen in his fpi-

ritual nature, as almighty in his power, unfearchable in

his wifdom, inviolable in his truth ; but above all, he muft

be feen as infinite in his holinefs and hatred of fin, as im-

partial in his juftice, and determined to punifii it. Such

is the fcripture reprefentation of God, as " glorious in his

'' holinefs.—Evil cannot dweU with him, and fmners can-

" not ftand in his prefence." It is the error of the wick-

ed to fuppofe the contrary ; and, indeed, it is the very

fource of wickednefs to deny the being, or to deny the hQ^
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linefsof God ; and thefe amount much to the fame thin^.

" Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God ; he hath faid

" in his heart thou wilt not require it.*—The fool hath
" iaid in his heart there is no God. j—Thefe things thou
*' had done, and I kept filence ; thou thoughtell that I was
" altogether fuch an one as thyfelf, but I will reprove thee,

" and fet them in order before thine eyes."^

God mud be {ttn as he is reprefented in his own word,

which is the only rule of faith, " the pillar and ground of
" truth." This is a matter of the greatefl importance,

which, I am forry to fay, is in this age very feklom ay.cnd-

ed to, but which is mod manifedly and undeniably jud. If

God is not fcen in his real nature, as he is in truth, he can

never be acceptably ferved. If a wrong or falfe charac-

ter of God is formed, no worfhip we can ofler to him, no
love or refpe6V we can bear to him is genuine ; or rather,

to fpeak more properly, our fervice and attachment is, in

that cafe, wholly mifplaced, and not directed to him at all,

but fomething elfe is loved, honored, and ferved in his

room. I befeech the ferious reader to obferve, what an
unfpeakable jealoufy God difcovered under theT)ld Teda-
ment difpenfation, as to the purity of his worfliip, and what

a heinous crime all idolatry was edeemed. How great

was the divine difpleafure at the making and wordiipping

of the golden calf, although it is very probable Aaron only

intended to reprefent the true God, by the fame fyn;»bol

they had feen in Egypt ? Did not this belong to the fub-

ftance, and not only to the circumdances of religion ? Is

it not then equally intereding under the New Tedament
as under the Old ? Was the unchangeable God fo much
difpleafed at giving him a falfe name, and will he not be

equally difpleafed with thofe who attribute to him a falfe

nature ?

As this truth ferves to explain the nature and rife of re-

generar.ion, fo it alfo receives particular light and evidence

itielf from what has been faid in the preceding parts of

this fubjecl. Regeneration confids in having the image
of God again drawn upon the heart ; that is, its being car-

" rkl, X. 13. t Pfal. xiv. 1.- \ Ffiil. 1. 21.
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ried out to the fupreme love of Go(\, and delight In him,
or, in other words, brought to the fupreme love of, and
delight in, perfett goodnefs and immaculate holinefs.

When this is the cafe, the fmner is renev/ed, he again
bears the image of God which he had loR, he is again fit-

ted for the prefence of God, from which he had been expel-

led. But if he has wrong notions of God, if he takes him
to be effentially different from what he really is, he ferves

not the true God at all, he bears not his image, he delights

not in his fellowihip, he is unfit for his prefence. If reli-

gion confilts in a divine nature, fuch a perfon does not pof-

fefs it, unlefs there are more Gods than one. There may,
indeed, be an alteration in him, he may have transferred

his allegiance, and changed his mafter, for idols are many,
but he is not brought unto God ; and, fo long as God is

immutable, his happinefs is impoffible.

I can recolledl nothing that is worth notice as an ob-
jedlion againfl this, but that our knowledge of God, at

any rate, is extremely imperfeft and defedive. It is fo

to be lure, while we are in this world ; nay, probably, it

will be fo to all eternity : for " who can by fearching'find
*' out God ? Who can find oat the Almighty unto perfec-
" tion ? It is high as heaven, what can we do ? deeper
" than hell, what can we know ? The meafure thereof is

" longer than the earth, and broader than the fea."* But
there is a great difference between the imperfeftion of our
knowledge of God, and forming conceptions of him that

are fundamentally wrong. There is a great difference

between having weak and inadequate ideas of the truth,

and believing or afting upon the oppoute falfhood. Un-
lefs this is admitted, we fliall never fee the unfpeakable
advantage which the Jews enjoyed over the Gentiles,
'' becaufe to them were committed the oracles of God;"
nor indeed fhall we fee the worth and beauty of the ancient
difpenfation in general. It was one uniform difplay of
this great and important truth, which is delivered with fo

much majeffy by God himfelf :
" I am the Lord, that is

*' my name, and my glory will I not give to another, nei-

* Job xi. 7-, 8, 9.
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'' ther my praife to graven images." Neither is this at

all relaxed under tlie New Teftament. The importance

of " holding the truth as it is in Jefus"—of'' holding fad
*•' the form of I'ound words"—and " keeping the truth,"

is often declared, as well as that '' no lie is of the truth."

And no wonder that in this pure and fpiritual conftituti-

on, it fhould be necefFary to have clear and diflinct views

ofjiim who is " the Father of i'pirits."

Thus I hope it appears, that, in order to a faving

change, there mull be a difcovery of the real nature of the

one only, the living and true God. Before we proceed

further, let nie obferve that hence may be feen, in the

cleartfl light, the danger both of ignorance, and error.

I. Of ignorance. It is plain that thofe who are grofs-

ly ignorant mull be unrenewed. Thofe who do not know
God, cannot pofTibly love him. Do you not now fee the

meaning and weight of the llrong language of fcripture,

where we are told the heathen nations were " fitting in
'' darknefs, and in the region and fliadow of death r"

What force Ihould this give to the prayers h often offered

up, both in public and in private, that the " name" of God
may be *•' hallowed" and his kingdom come .'* How much
Ihould it add to the zeal and diligence, efpecially of thofe

who are appointed to watch for the fouls of others ? What
concern ihould it give them, Icll an)' under their immedi-
ate infpection " fliouid periih for lack of knowledge." It

is indeed furprifmg to think, what grofs ignorance prevails

at prefent among many, notwithilanding the excellent

opportunities of inllrudlion which they have in their offer.

Nay, evenamong thofe who areinilruftedinfeveral branch-

es of human fcience, it is aftoniihing to think what ignor-

ance there is of every thing that relates to religion.

If accident or curiofity has brought this difcouvfe into

the liands of any fuch, let me intreat their attention for a

little. I befeech you to tiiink upon, and tremble at your
llate. You may have Ibme fort of a nominal belief of an

unfeen, unintelligible being, called God, v/hile you know
neither " what you fpeak, nor whereof you affirm." You
may perhaps have heard, or rather in our happy native

country you cannot but have heard of Chriil Jefus, the Son
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of God, fciled often the Saviour of finners ; but you " know
"" neither the Father nor the Son." You know not God
as Creator, nor, by confequence, your obligations and duty

to him, or your apollacy and departure from both. You
]:now not what Tin is, and therefore, you cannot know a

Saviour. If ever you come to true religion at all, light

will break in upon you in your darknefs, you will no more
be able to forget God, he vvill follow you into your fecret

chambers, he will come home upon you, and afTault you,

as it were, vvidi the reality of his prefence, v.-ith the fan6ti-

ty and purity of his nature, and the terrible majefty of

his pov/er. O how great is the efFeft of a real difcovery

cf the divine glory, whether in the word, or by the provi-

dence of God ; to a faint or to a finner. Hear how Job
expreffes himfelf, " I have heard of thee by the hearing
*' of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee, wherefore I ab-
'' hor myfelf, and repent in dufl and afhes."* We have
the fame thing well defcribed by the prophet Ifaiah, as the

effedt of divine power in defolating judgments. " Enter
" into the rock, and hide thee in the duft, for the fear of
" tlie Lord, and for the glory of his niajeily. The lofty

*' looks of man fhall be humbled, and the haughtinefs of
" men Ihall be bowed down, and the Lord alone fhall be
" exalted in that day.—And they fhall go into the holes
" of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of
" the Lord, and for the glory of his majefty, when he ari-
'' fcth to fliake terribly the earth. In that day a man fhall

" cad his idols of filver, and his idols of gold, which they
" made each one for himfelf to worfhip, to the moles and
" to the bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the
" tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the
" glory of his majefty, when he arifeth to fhake terribly

" the earth.''f So foon as it pleafes God to open your
eyes upon himfelf, with whom you have to do, it will hum-
ble you in the duft, it will dilcover youi danger, it will

make redemption precious to you, and the name of a Sa-

viour unfpeakably dear.

* Job xlii. 5; 6. t Ifaiah ii. 10. 1 1, 19; 20, 2
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2. The fame thing fliews the danger of error, as

well as ignorance. Among many loofe and pernicious

principles, which are zealoufly fpread, and blindly embra-
ced in this age, one of the mofl: prevailing and dangerous

is, the innocence of error. " O, fay fome, every man is

" to enquire freely, and each will embrace what appears
*' to him to be the truth. It is no matter what a man be-

" lieves, if his life be good. Even he who miftakes, may
" be as acceptable to God as his oppofite, if he is equally
" fmcere." Now there is no doubt, that liberty to en-

quire freely, is an inellimable blefling, and impartiality in

religious enquiries an indifpenfable duty. But the above

maxim becomes falfe and dangerous by being carried an

exccHive length ; and it is carried to this excefs by the

favor of two fuppofitions, which are falfe and groundlefs.

The maxim is applied frequently to juftify an open and

virulent oppofition to the mod important truths of the gof-

pel ; nay, fometimes, even a denial of all religion, natu-

ral and revealed. To be able to apply it thus, it is necef-

fary to fuppofe that falfe opinions will have as good an in-

fluence upon the heart as true. If this is the cafe, the

boafted privilege of free enquiry is not worth having, and
all the labor bellowed on the fearch of truth is entirely

thrown away. Another fuppofition contained in the

above maxim is, that a perfon may be as fincere in em-
bracing grofs falflioods, as in adhering to the truth. If this

be triie, our Creator hath not given us the means to dif-

tinguifli the one from the odier, which is the highefl im-

peachment both of his wifdom and goodnefs.

Such perfons do not confider, that a corrupt inclination

in the heart brings a bias on the judgment, and that when
men do not " like to retain God in their knowledge," he

frequently in his righteous judgment, gives them up to a

reprobate mind. Nay, when they rejeft his truth from

an inward hatred of its purity, he is faid to fend them
" Urong delulions,'* as in the following palTage :

" Be-
** caufe they received not the love of the truth, that they
*' might be faved, for this c^ufe God (liall fend them
" ftrong delufion, that they fliould believe a lie, that they
*' all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
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" pleafure in unrighteoufnefs."* But the nature of rege-

neration will ferve, in a peculiar manner, to Ihew the dan-

ger of error. If men form wrong notions of God, if they

love and worfhip, and refemble a falfe god, they cannot

be renewed, they are not like, and therefore unfit for the

prefence of, the true. Be not deceived, he cannot deny
himfelf, and therefore " there is no fellowfhip of righte-

*' oufnefs with unrighteoufnefs, no communion of light

" with darknefs, no concord of Chrift with Belial."f

I mufi: here, to prevent miftakes, obferve that this

ought, by no means, to be extended to differences of

fmaller moment, under which I rank all thofe which re-

gard only the externals of religion. I am fully convinced,

that many of very different parties and denominations

are building upon the one '' foundation laid in Zion" for

a finner's hope, and that their diftance and alienation from

one another in affe6lion, is very much to be regretted.

Many will not meet together on earth for the worlhip of

God, who Ihall have one temple above, where all the faith-

ful, *' from the eaft, and from the weft, from the north,
*' and from the fouth, fliall fit down with Abraham, and
" Tfaac, and Jaco.b, in the kingdom of their*' eternal " Fa-
*' ther." But after all, I muft needs alfo believe, that it is

poffible to make fliipwreck of the faith. This appears

plainly from the following, as well as many other paffages

of fcripture :
" But there were falfe prophets alfo among

*' the people, even as there fliall be falfe teachers among
*' you, who privily fhall bring in damnable herefies, even
" denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
*' themfelves fwift deftru6lion."J If any take up falfe

notions of God, or expedl fanftification and eternal life in

any other way than he hath pointed out in his word, though

they may now build their hope on a fond imagination

that he is fuch an one as themfelves, they fhall at lafl

meet with a dreadful difappointment in this awful fen-

tence, " Depart from me, I know ye not, ye workers of

^ iniquity."

* 2 Their, ii. 10, 11, 12. t 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. \ ? Pet. ii. 1.
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SECT. II.

There must be a discovery of the injijiite glory of God.

IN the fecond place, As there muR be a difcovery of

the real nature, fo alfo of the infinite glory of God.
He muft not only be feen to be jufi; fuch a being as he

really is, but there muft be a fenfe of the infinite worth,

beauty, and perfeftion of his charafter. Thefe two things,

though intimately connedled, are yet fo dillinft from one

another, as to delerve to be feparately confidered. The
firfl is necefi'ary, but it is not fufficient alone, or by ttfelf.

There can be no true religion, unlefs there be a difcovery

of the real nature of God. But though there be a know-
ledge of what God is, unlefs there be alfo a difcovery of

the excellence and glory of this nature, he can never be

the objeifl of efteem and love. It is one thing to know,
and another to approve : a. id, whilfl; this lalt is not the

cafe, whatever we nmy know or affirm, or be perfuaded of,

with relation to the Supreme Being, we do not know him
to be God, nor can poffibly glorify him as God. This
momentous truth we may furely comprehend, by what is

analogous to it in our experience, between created na-

tures. Speculative knowledge and love are by no means
infeparable. Men may truly know many things which
they fincerely hate; they may hate them even becaufe

tliey know them : and when this is the cafe, the more
they know them they will hate them uith the greater vi-

rulence and rancor. This not only may, but always muft

take place, when natures are oppofite one to another, the

one finful, for example, and the other holy. The more
they are known, the more is their mutual hatred itirred up,

and their perfect oppofition to each other becomes, it" not

more violent, at leaft more fenfible.

AVe have little reafon to doubt, that the fallen angels,

thofe apoilate fpirits, have a great degree of fpeculative

knowledge. I would not, indeed, take upon me to affirm

that they are free from error and miflake of every kind,

yet it feems highly probable that they have a clear, though.,

at the fame time, a terrible apjirehcnlion of " what Gotl
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is ; for they have not the fame opportunities, or the fame

means of deceiving themfelves, that we have in the pre-

fent ftate. But do they love him, or fee his excellence

and glory ? Very far from it. They believe and trem-

ble ; they know God, and blafpheme. The more they

know of him, the more they hate him ; that is to fay, their

inward, native, habitual hatred is the more ftrongly ex-

cited, and the more fenfibly felt.

The cafe is much the fame with fome finners, when
fndl awakened, and it continues to be the fame fo long as

they are kept in bondage and terror. They have an aw-
ful view of the holinefs of God's nature, of the ftriQnefs

of his law, and the greatnefs of his power. This is direct-

ly levelled againft their own corrupt inclinations, and
carries nothing with it but a fentence of condemnation
againd them :

" Curfed is every one that continueth not
*' in all things which are written in the book of the law,
" to do them."* This brings forth their enmity, which
before perhaps lay hid. It is remarkable that fome per-

fons of loofe and diforderly lives, will fometimes main-
tain, at dated feafons, a profeffion of piety. So long as

they can keep their confciences ftill and quiet by general

indiftintt notions of God, as very eafy and gende, no
way inclined topunilh, they think of him without averfi-

on, nay, will go through fome outward forms with appa-

rent fatisfadlion and delight. Their notion of divine

mercy is not a readinefs to pardon the greatefl fmner on
repentance, JDut a difpofition to indulge the finner, and
wink at his continuance in tranfgreflion. No fooner are

fuch perfons brought to a difcovery of the real character of

a holy God, than their thoughts of him are entirely

changed. They have gloomy views of his nature, and
harlli thoughts of his providence ; they fret at the (Iricl-

nefs of his law, an^l, as far as they dare, complain of the

tyranny of his government. Their fentiments are the

fame with thofe exprelfed by the men of Bethfhemeih

:

" Who is able to Hand before this holy Lord God, and to
•' whom fhall he go up from us."-j-

» Gal. iiio 10. t 1 Sam. vi. 20.
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I cannot help obfervin;^, that here we are, if I may
fpeak fo, at the very fountain-head of error. What is it

elfe that makes many frame to themfelves new and flatter-

ing fchemes of religion, that makes them imagine a God
fo extremely different from that holy Being he is repre-

fented in his own word ? When men will not conform
their pra6lice to the principles of pure and undefiled reli-

gion, they fcarce ever fail to endeavor to accommodate re-

ligion to their own practice. Are there not many who
Cj'annot endure the reprefentation of God as holy and
jealous, which is given us in fcripture ? With what vio-

lence do they oppofe themfelves to it by carnal reaforrings,

and give it the moft odious and abominable names ? The
reafon is plain. Such a view of God fets the oppofitiou

of their own hearts to him in the flrongefl light. Two
things oppofite in their nature cannot be approved at once,

and, therefore, the confequence is, God or themfelves

mull: be held in abhorrence. But we have reafon to blels

God, that their refiftance to the truth is only a new evi-

dence and illuflration of it, fliewing that " the carnal mind
•' is enmity againll God ; for it is not fubjedlJo the law
** of God, neither indeed can be."* And as this enmity

to God difcovers itfelf in oppofilion to his truth on earth,

it will become much more violent, when further refiHance

is impoflible. When an unregenerate finner enters upon
a world of fpirits, where he has a much clearer fight and
greater fenfe of what God is, his inherent enmity works
to perfection, and he blafphemes like thofe devils with

whom he muft forever dwell.

From all this it will evidently appear, that there mufl

be a difcovery of the glory and beauty of the" divine na-

ture, an entire approbation of every thing in God, as per-

fectly right and abfolutdy faulllefs. It is felf-evident, that

without this, there cannot be a fupreme love to God, in

which true religion properly confilts ; no man can love

that which doth not ai:)pear to he lovely. But I further

add, that this is ablolutely nccefi'ary to the very beginning

c'- tlie change, or the foundation on which it is built. It

* Rom. viii. Z.
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is necefTary, in order to any genuine, falutary convlftvons

of fin. What is it elfe but. a difcovery of the fpotlefs ho-

linefs, the perfect excellence, and iniinite amiablenefsof

the divine nature, that humbles a fuiner under a fenfe of

his breaches of the divine law ? Vv^ithout this, there may
be a fenfe of vveaknefs and llibjeclion, but never a fenfe

of duty and obligation. Without this there may be a fear

of wrath, but there cannot be a hatred of fm.

This ieems diredlly to lead to the next great flep in a

faving change, viz. a convidlion of fin and mifery. But

before we proceed to point out the progrel's of conviction,

it will not be improper to take notice of a few truths

which refult from what hath been already faid. This is

the more neceffary, that erroneous or defeiftive views of

religion are commonly occafioned by fome miflake in the

foundation.

1. The neceffity of regeneration itfelf appears Vv'ith pe-

culiar force, from what hath been faid on this part of the

fubje<!^. There mull be a real inward change of heart,

before there can be any true religion. If the moral excel-

lence of the divine nature muft be difcovered, if God
mud be ktw as glorious in his holinefs, the heart and
temper mufl be changed as weil as ihe life. Nothing is

more plain from the holy fcriptures, than that " the natu-
*' ral man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ;"

and it is equally plain from experience and the nature of

the thing. While men continue in the love offm, it is

impoflible that they fhould fee the beauty of infinite holi-

nefs. So long as they love fin, they mufl hate holinefs,

which is its oppofite, and not lefs contrary to it than light

is to darknefs. Therefore, all reftraint upon our outward

converfation, all zeal and diligence in expenfive rites and
ceremonies ; all duties of whatever kind that arife from
fear, or other external motives, are of no confeqinsnce,

till the temper and inclination of the heart is entirely re-

newed.

2. From what hath been faid, we may plainly per-

ceive, that regeneration from firft to laft muft be afcribed

to the agency of the Holy Ghofl. It mufl be the effedt of

divine grace, and the work of fovereign power. Let not
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any creature be unwilling to (land indebteJ for his new
creation to the Author of his firll bein;:; ;

" for of him, and
*• through him, and to him, are all things."* AVhile

man is in his natural Rate, he is an enemy to God in his

mind by wicked works. The difcoveries that are made
to him of the real nature of God in his works and in his

word, while he continues in this dilpofition, are not amia-

ble but hateful. Nay, he is io far from loving him as his

father, that he fears him as his enemy. This fear will

difcover itfelf oiie of thefe two ways. Sometimes it will

make the iinner fly from God, cafl inflruction behind his

back, and increafe unto mere ungodlinefs, till i"f5itural

confcience is feared and infenfible. How many there are

of this kind, whom one crime only precipitates into ano-

ther, experience is a melancholy proof. It is worth while

at the fame time to obferve what intimations are given us

in fcripture, that this is the ilrfl and natural effecl of fin

upon all, to drive them at a further diflance from God.

Two inftances of this have been given above. Our firft

parents no fooner finned, than they fled and hid them-

felves when they heard God's voice in the garden, as im-

patient of his approach. A fimilar refledlion wc fee in

the apoltle Peter, on being witnefs to an extraordinary

efTc^l of his Saviour's divine power :
" And when Simon

" Peter faw it, he fell down at Jefus' knees, faying, De-
" part from me, for I am a finful man, O Lord."| See

another inftance of the fame kind. " And the whole
" multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about,

" befought him to depart from them, for they were taken

" with great fear.";|;

Another common effe6l of this natural fear, in fome

refpefts contrary to the former, is to difi)ofe men to per-

form fome conflraincd and hypocritical fcrvices, in order

to avoid punilhment. This is dclcribcd in the temper and

conduct of the children of Ifrael, as reprefented by the

Pfalmill ;
••' When he flew them, then they fought him ;

" they returned, and enquired early after God. And
'• they remembered that God was their rock, and the high

* Rom. xi. 36. t Luke v. 8. j Luke viii. 37.
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" God their redeemer. Neverdielefs they did flatter him
*' with their mouth, they lied unto him with their tongues;
" for their hearc was not right with him, neither were they
" ftedtail in his covenant."* Hence it appears, that to a
difcovery of the glory and excellence that is in God, it is

necelfary that we be in fome meafure changed into the
fame image. ' To fay that this is the effea of our own at-

tempts and endeavors in the way of duty, v/ithout the
conftraining power of divine grace, is, when thoroughly
examined, a manifeft contradidtion. If perfons endeavor
to force or oblige themfelves to love any one, it is a fure
fign that he is very unlovely in their eyes. Love cannot
be forced, or rather to fpeak more properly, forced love is

not love at all. In a word, it is our indifpenlubie duty to
attend^ to every dilate of confcience, and to follow it fo
far as it goes ; but I cannot help thinking, that for a fin^
ner truly and fincerely to defire a change of nature, would
be an evidence of a diange begun. Therefore, till a fin-
ner get a fupernatural illumination, he can never fee the
glory and beauty of the divine charaaer. Before this, he
may feek to propitiate God's favor, he may vvifh to avoid
his wrath ; he may defire a change in God for his own
iafety, but he cannot be fatisfied with him as he really is.

It mud be the fame almighty power, which brought the
world out of nothing into being, that muft bring back the
fmner from his rebellion and apoftacy, according to that
promife, evidently applicable to the Saviour ; " Thy peo-
'' pie fliall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beau-
" ties of holinefs."t Neither is the fame thing lefs clear-
ly aflerted in the New Teftament; " For it is God which
*• worketh in you, both to will and to do of his good plca-
" fure."I

^

3. Hence we may fee wherein lies the fundamental ef-
fential difference between common or imperfeft convidti-
ons, and the elTeaual fanditying and faving influences of
tlie Holy GhoR. The firft arife from a view of the natu-
ral perfeaions of God, from a belief of his power apd fe-

verity, without any difcovery of his righteoufnefs and

* Pf. Ixxviii. 34, 35, 36, sr. t Pf. ex. -S. \ Phil. ii. 13.

Vol. r. C c
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^ovy. Therefore, houever great a length they may pro-

ceed, however different or oppofite their efTecls may bt%

they never produce any real change in the heart. It is

of great conftquence to attend to this important dillinc-

tion ; for though imperfetn: convictions fometimes are en-

tirely effaced, and are followed by no lafting effefl at all,

yet it is often otherwife. They frequently produce a

counterfeit religion, which not only continues for a time,

bat is carried down by fome to the grave as a lie in their

right-hand. So fubtle are the deceits of fatan, that there

are many hollow forms of religion, not only upon a legal,

but an evangelical bottom. I fliall give the reader a

(ketch of the principles and outlines of both.

There are fome legal hypocrites. Awakened to a fenfe

of their danger merely from the irrefiflible power of God,

they fall to the exercife of repentance, and hope that by

fo doing they may live. Hence the whole fyftem of bodi-

ly penance and mortification. Hence alfo fo ftrong an at-

tachment, in fome worldly perfons, to the external forms

of religion, and veneration for the places of divine wor-

fliip. Being now fomewhat more regular anidecent in

their ordinary carriage than before, they entertain a fond

hope that all fliall be well. In the mean time, they are

fo far from being reflored to the image of God, or being

governed by his love, that all this is a burden to them ;

and indeed it is becaufe it is a burden, that they are fo

prone to think it meritorious. Confcience checks them,

and they dare not run to the fame excels with others, or

even repeat what they themfelvcs did formerly ; and by

this comparifon, cannot help thinking they are in a hoj)e.

ful way. But did fuch perfons reflect a little on the na-

ture of God, they would fee their error. They would

learn, that they are fo far from being renewed in the fpirit

of their minds, that whatever lengths they go, they are

.dragged or driven againfl their will ; and whenever they

can find a plaufible excufe, they are ready to withdraw

their neck from the yoke. A jufl view of the glory of God,

and the obligation upon every rational creature to love

and imitate him, would effedually cure them of all felf-

rightcoufiiefs and felf dependance ; w&uld lead them to
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himfelf and the grace treafured r.p in his Son, to " work
" in them the wliole good pleafure ofliis goodnefs, and the

*' work of faith with power."

On the other hand, there are evangelical hypocrites.

Thefe begin upon the lame principles, and their views

have the fame radical defe£l with the former. They are

awakened to a fenfe of danger, and fometimes made to

tremble through fear of divine judgments, but widiout any

difcovery of the glory and amiablenefs of the divine na-

ture. If fuch perfons happen to live in a family or con-

gregation, where they hear much of the do6trine of re-

demption, it may have its place in their fcheme. They
may be fo convinced of their own manifold tranfgreflions,

as to be fatisfied to throw their guilt upon the furety, and
rely on the fuft'erings and death of Chrift, for deliverance

from the wrath of an offended God. Nay, I have not the

lead doubt that fome may, by a confident prefumption,

imitate the faith of God's eled:, and believe that Chrifl

died for themfelves in particular. So long as this per-

fuafion can maintain its ground, it may, and muft give

them great joy and fatisfadlion. Who would not find

confolation in thinking themfelves in fafety from divine

wrath ? Yet all this while they never fee the evil of fin in

itfelf, as an oppofition to the nature, and a breach of the

law of God. They are never brought to love an infinite-

ly holy God in fincerity of heart. They may love him,

becaufe they fuppofe themfelves the peculiar objefts of his

love, with fome obfcure, confufed, fenfual idea of the de-

lights of heaven ; but they know not or confider not, the

nature of that falvation he hath provided for his chofen.

All fuch love, it is plain, arifeth from a falfe confidence

in their own ft:ate, and not from a true knowledge of God.
Their notions of God's love to them contain more of a

partial indulgence to them as they are, than of his infinite

compaffion in forgiving what they have been. The ef-

fects of fuch religion are jull what might be expected from

its nature, violent and paffionate for a feafon, and com-
monly ollentatious, but temporary and changeable. Self-

love lies at the root, and therefore, while they are pleafed

and gratified, they will continue their pofcfiion of attach-
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ment ; but when felf-denial or bearing the crofs is requir-

ed, they rejedl the terms, they lole their tranlporting vieus,

and return to their fins.

There are many examples of this, not only in fcripture,

but in the liiilory of the church in every age. Many of

thofe difciples who feemed gladly to embrace the doctrine,

and highly to honor die perfon of Chrill, when they heard

fome of the moft mortifying precepts, " went back and
" walked no more with him."* The chara6ler is little

different, which we find defcribed under the image of the

ftony ground hearers, who " having not root in them-
*' felves, when perfecution or tribulation arofe becaufe of

" the word, by and by were offended,'* I hope this, with

the explication above given of its caufe, may be of ufe to

account for fome appearances in a time of the revival of

religion. Perfons who feem to have the fame exercifes

with real converts, yet afterwards fall avA'ay, and " return
*' with the dog to his vomit again, and with the fow that

" was v/aflied, to her wallowing in the mire." This gives

occafion to adverfaries to fpeak reproachfully, and is great-

ly diitreffing to thofe who truly fear God. Rut would"

men carefully attend to what the holy fcriptures teach us

to expert, their furprife in all fuch cafes would ceafe.

" For it mud needs be that offences mufl comef ." And
though there are many counterfeits, there will Oill be fuf-

licient means to diilinguifli the gold from the drofs.

SECT. III.

There miisf he a conviBion of sin and danger.

THE next great ftep in a faving change, is a deep
humiliation ot mind, and convicSion of fin and dan-

ger. The abfolute neceffity of this is very evident, and
indeed generally confeffcd. It is equally evident, whe-
ther we confider the nature of the change i'tfelf, the means
of its produ6lion, or the motives to all future duty. If an
entire change is neceflary, there mull be an entire and

* Jolin vi. 60. t Malt, xvili. 7.
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thorough dilTatisfaftlon with, and difapprobaticn of, our

paft charafter and itate. Whoever is pleafed with his

prefent chj|faaer, will neither deiire, endeavor, nor even

accept of a change. If we confider the means of oiir re-

covery, by Jefus Chrift fuffering in the room of finners,

the fame thing will appear with increafing evidence.

Thofe who are not humbled under a fenfe of guilt and cor-

rujition, will treat with great contempt a piirchafed par-

don and a crucified Savior. This our Lord himfclf often

tells us in the plained terms. " They that are whole
'' need not a phyfician, but they that are fick. I came
" not to call the righteous, but finners to repentance."*

To thefe indeed his invitation and call is particularly ad-

dreffed ;
" Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heav}'

" laden, and I will give you refi."|

To the fame purpofe, we Ihall find many other palTa-

ges, both of the prophetic and apoftolic writings. The
glad tidings of falvation are always direded to the hum-
ble, miferable, broken-hearted, thirfty, perifhing foul.

Thus in the prophet Ifaiah, " Ho, every one that thirfieth,

" come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no monej^
" come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come buy wine and milk,

'* without money and without price."J When Chrift

entered on his perfonal miniftry, he opened his com-

miffion in the following terms. ^' The fpirit of the Lord
" is upon m.e, becaufe he hath anointed me to preach the

*' gofpel to the poor : he hath fent me to heal the broken-
*' hearted, to p;-edch deliverance to the captives, and re-

" covering of fight to the blind ; to fet at liberty them that

" arebruifed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord."jj

I fhall only mention one otlier paffage :
" And I will give

" to him that is athirfl, of the fountain of the water of life

*' freely."^,[

From thefe paflages, and many others in the fame ftraln,

it is evident beyond contradiction, that there mufi; be a

deep humiliation of mind, and fenfe of guilt and wretch-

ednefs, before a finner can be brought unto God. This

* Luke V. 31, 32. t Matth. xi. 29. \ If. Iv. 1. |; Luke iv. 16.

^ iiev. xxi. 6.
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indeed hatli ordinarily been confidered as the firft ftep to-

wards converlion. In order to treat of it in the moll

clear, and at the fame time the mod ufeful mam^er, I fliali

divide it into two branches, and iirfl:, confider what is the

true and genuine iource of conviftion or forrow tor fin

;

and lecondly, to what degree it mufl be, in order to a

laving change.

Firft then, let us confider what is the true and genuine

fource of conviction and forrov/ for fm. And here we
may obferve in general, that properly fpeaklng, there can

be but two fources of forrow or humiliation of mind at all,

viz. fear of fufFering, and fenfe of the evil and defert of

ftn. Both thefe are found in true penitents ; and it is

their union and mutual influence that dillinguiOies re-

pentance unto life from every counterfeit. Many have

trembled through fear of punilhment from God, and been

difmayed at the tokens of his prefence, who, notwith-

itanding, lived and died ilrangers to true religion, or any
faving change. "We fee that even Judas the traitor to his

Lord repented, confefied his fin, nay, did what he could to

repair the wrong, throwing back the price of innocent

blood ; and yet hanged himi'elf in deipair. The fcrip-

ture only further fays, he went into his own place ; but

there have been few, if any, interpreters of fcripture, who
entertained any doubt that it was the place of torment.

Wc every day fee that occafional danger, or the apprehen-

fion of immediate death, throws fon.e into fits of terror,

extorts from them confelfions of guilt, or promifcs of

amendment ; and yet, in a little time they return to their

former praftices, and fin v/ith the fame fecurity, and per-

haps with greater avidity than before.

Wliat is the efiential defe6l of fuch feeming penitents ?

It is that they have no jufi: fenfe of the evil of fin in itfelf

;

they have no inward cordial approbation of the holinefs of

• God's nature and law, or of the jullice of that fentence of

condemnation which Hands written againfi; every tranf-

grefl'or. Here, O Chrifiian, is the cardinal point on which

true repentance turns, and the reader may plainly perceive

tlie reafon and neceHity of what was formerly obferved,

that tlierc muft be a difcovcry of the infinite glory and
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amiablenefs of the divine nature, XVitbout this there may-

be a llavifh terror, but no true humiliation. It is only

when a finner lees the unfpeakable majefiy, the tranfcen-

dent gloryr'and infinite amiablenefs of the divine nature,

that he is truly, effeftually, and unfeignedly humbled.

Oh ! that I could deliver this with proper force ! that

I could write and fpeak under an experimental fenfe of

its truth ! The finner then perceives how infinitely wor-

thy his Maker is of the higheil efteem, the rnofl ardent-

love, and the mofl unremitted obedience. He then fees,,

that every intelligent creature, from the moll fnining fe-

raph in the heavenly hoft, to the meanell and mofl def-

pifed mortal worm, is under an infinite, eternal, unchange-

able obligation to love God with all his heart, and firength,

and mind. On this account he is convinced, that alie-

nated affe6llon and mifplaced allegiance is infinitely finful.

He fees this obligation to be founded not merely nor

chiefly on the greatnefs of divine power, but on the in-

trinfic inherent excellence of the divine nature. There-

fore he is perfuaded, that there is not only danger in rebel-

ling agalnft, or diflionoring God, but a great and manifefl

wrong and injuftice in refufing to honor him. This flrikes

him with a fenfe of his own guilt, and the guilt of all thofe

who live •' v/ithout God in the world."

At once to confirm and illuflrate this truth, I mud
make two obfervations, which will be found univerlaljy to

hold, on the charader and Qondu6l of true penitents,

ifl. That they obtain a nev^ fenfe of the excellence and

obligation of tlie duties of divine w^orfhlp, both public and

private. Before, they were apt to confider the duties of

worfliip as little more than the means of religion ; that

the fear of an invlfible Judge might be a bond upon the

confclence, and keep men from fraud and difhonefl}', or

from riot and fcnfuality. They were cold and formal

therefore in their own attendance, and never heard any

fpeak of joy orfenfible communion with God in hisfanc-

tuary, but they were ready to exprefs their deteflation of

it as hypocrify, or their contempt of it as enthufiafm and

folly.
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But now the language of adoration is in fome meafurc

underllooil, which had been wholly infipid and without

meaning before. They join with the plalrnift in Aiying,

" Honor and nmjefty are before him, ftrength^nd beauty
" are in his fanftuary. Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds
" of ilie people, give unto the Lord glory and flrength.

'' Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name ;

" bring an offering, come into his courts. O worfliip the
'' Lord in the beauty of holinefs ; fear before him all the
"•' eardi."* See alio thefe elevated flrains of praife, which,

whether they are meant as the exercife of the church mi-

litant on earth, or the church triumphant in heavexi, are

equally proper here. " And the four beafls had each of

' them fix wings about him, and they were full of eyes
' within ; and they reft not day and night, faying. Holy,
• holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and
' is to come. And when thofe beafts give glory, and
' honor, and thanks to him that fat on the throne, who
• liveth for ever and ever ; the four and twenty elders

' fall down before him that fat on the throne, and vvorfhip

' him that liveth for ever and ever, and caft their crowns
* before the throne, faying, " Thou art wordiy, O Lord,
' to receive glory, and honor, and power ; for thou haft

' created all things, and for thy pleafure they are, and
' were created."! And to the fame purpofe, " And I

• beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round
' about the tlirone, and the' beafts, and the elders : and the

• nuiiiber of them was ten thoufand times ten thoufand,

' and thoulands of thoufands ; faying with a loud voice,

' V/orthy is the Lamb that was ftain, to receive power, and
' riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honor, and glory,

' and blefiing. And everycreature which is in heaven, and
' on the earth, and under the eartii, and fuch as are in the

' fea, and all that are in them, heard I, faying, BLffing, and
••" honor, and glory, and power be unto him that fitteth up-

' on the throne, and unto the Lauib for ever and ever."|

Nay, a true penitent begins to fee the beauty even of the

* Pful. xcvi. 6, 7, 8, 9. ^t I'ev. iv. 8, 9, 10, 1 1.

\ Rev. v. II, 12, 13.



On Regeneration. 213

divine foverelgnty, that all things belong to GoJ, and

therefore it is nioft fit that all things fhould be fubjed. to

him, according to that {i:rong and beautiful pailage :
" And

" the four and twenty elders which fat before God on
" their feats, fell upon their faces, and worfhipped God,
*^ faying, We gi\'e thee thanks, O Lord God alniighty,

"' which art, and waft, and art to come, becaufe thou haft

" taken to thee thy great power, and haft reigned."*

The other obfervation I am to make is, that a true pe-

nitent always acquires the deepefl abhorrence of that

atrocious, though prevailing fm, of profaning the name of

God in common dircourfe. There are many perfons, not

otherwile the moil abandoned, who have no juft fenfe of

the heinoufnefs of this fm : and as it is not diredlly leveU

led aGjaioft the temporal intereft of our neighbors, it is

far from being generally fo fcandalous and di (honorable

as it ought to be. Such religion or virtue as is founded

on worldly principles and views, may eafily confill with

its continuance ; but he who is convinced of the evil, of

all fm, as rebellion againft, and difobedience to God, v^ill

fee the horrible guilt and impiety that attends this abomi-

nable practice. That religion which is the work of God's.

holy Spirit, and confifts in the recovery of his loft image,

will never be able to bear fo direct a violation of his facred

authority, fo unprovoked an infult upon his honor and

glory. J,

A fear of punifhment then we have feen, without a fenfe

of the evil of fin in itfelf, is not fufficient. Let me nov/

add, that this difcovery of the evil of fm in itfelf, muft in-

creafe our fear of puniftiment, by fneVv^ing it to be jufl.

A fear of punifhn:ient while alone, always tempts the fia-

ner to fearch about on all hands for arguments againft that

fuffering, the juftice of which he cannot perceive. Hence
infidelity of heart and fecrct fuggeftions, that furely it can-

not be that God will punifli as he hath faid. Hence blaf-

phemous impatience. Hence rifing thoughts and rebellion

againft God, even wh/ile under his rod ; fuch as are defcri-

bed by the prophet Hofea : " And they have not cried.

* Rev. xi. 16, 17.
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" unto me with their heart wlien they howled upon their

" beds."* Nay, hence Ibmetimes the bittereft profefTed

infidels among thofe who have been brought up in the

knowledge of the truths of the gofpsl, while they have ne-

ver feen their beauty, or felt their power.

But fo foon as there is a difcovery of the glory of God
and the univerfal and perfect obedience due from all to

him, this throws a new light on the tokens of a divine dif-

pleafure againfl: fm, in the works of creation and provi-

dence. This carries home, with irrefifiible force, all the

threatenings of the wrath of God againll finncrs in his

word. Their juilice is then deeply and inwardly* felt,

and the finner begins to wonder at the patience of a long-

fuffering God, that has not long ere now made him a mo-

nument of vengeance.

The fame view it is that not only begins, but carries on

and compleats genuine convidlions of fin, that filences all

objeftions, and refutes the reafonings of the carnal mind.

Every fincere convert will have, in a greater or lefier de-

gree, the evidence in himfelf, that his change is of fove-

reign grace. He will probably be able to recolkft in how
many infiances his mind fct itfelf to oppofe., and was at

pains as it were to colle£l and mufter up every objt;6lion

againfl; the obligation and lan6lion of the law of God. The
objeQions are raifed, firft, againfl the necefiity or benefit

of obedience, and then againft fuffering for obedience, till

all are borne down by tiie lame almighty power which

Ipake and it was done, and which can " lead captivity cap-

" tive." I cannot propofe to enumerate all the objedli-

ons, or rather, all the forms in which objeftions may arife

in the finner's mind, when flruggling againll convidion
;

but I fliall mention a few of them, and Ihow what it is that

mull put them to filence.

I. Perhaps the finncr will fay, alas ! why fliould the

• law be lb extremely rigorous, as to infifl; upon abfolute and

finlefs obedience ? Hard indeed, that it will admit not of

any tranfgreflion, any omiffion, the leafl: flip, or failing or

frailty, but pronouncclh fo fevere a fentence, " Curled is

* Ilofca vii. 14.
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" every one that continueth not in all things which are
*^ written in the book of the law to do them."* But con-

fider, I pray you, what is the law, and who is the author

of the law. The funi of all the commandments of the law

is, " To love the Lord your God with all your heart, witliall

" your foul, with all your mind, and wuh all your flrength."

Is this unreafonable ? or, is it too much ? Is he not in-

finitely amiable, and abfolutely perfect ? Is he not the

juft and legitimate object of fupreme love ? Is not every

defe6l of love to God effentially fmful ? and can it be
otherwife confidered ? He is a God of truth, who u'ill not,

and who cannot lie. He mull therefore aflert his own
majelly and right, and fay, as in the prophet, " Is there a
" God beiides me ? yea, there is no God ; I know not
" any,"-)- A difcovery of the glory of God at once filen-

ces this objedlion, and fliows that he alks but his due ; and
as he is the unchangeable God, any abatement in the de-

mands of the law, not only would be unreafonable, but is

in truth impoffible.

2. Again the fmner will perhaps fay, " But why fhould
" the fentence be fo fevere ? The law may be right in it-

" felf, but it is hard, or even impoffible for me. I have
" no ftrength : I cannot love the Lord w^ith all my heart.

" I am altogether infufficient for that which is good." Oh
that you would but confider what fort of inability you are

under to keep the commandments of God ! Is it natural,

or is it moral ? Is it really want of ability, or is it only-

want of will ?^ Is it any thing more than the depravity and
|

corruption of your hearts, which is itfelf criminal, and \

the fource of all aftual tranfgreffions ? Have you not na- '•

tural faculties, and underllanding, v.'ill, and affeclipns,'a
;

wonderful frame of body, and a variety of members ? \

What is it that hinders them all from, being confecrated to

God ? Are they not as proper in every refpect for his ier-

vice, as for any bafer purpofe ? Vv'hen you are command-
ed to love God with all your heart, this furely is not de-

manding more than you can pay : for if you give it not to

him, you will give it to fomething elfe, that is far from be-

ing fo deferving of it.

* G?.I. iii 1.0. t If' xliv. 8..
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The law then is not impoffiblc, in a ftri6l and proper

fenfe, even to yon. Let me next aflv you, Is it unreafon-

able ? Docs he alk any more than all your hearts ? and

are they not his own ? Has he not made them for himfelf ?

If not, let any rival rife up and plead his title to a j^re ?

Does he alk any more than that you fliould love him fu-

premely ? and is he not every way worthy of your love ?

If he commanded you to love v/hat was not amiable,

there would be reafon for complaint. By tracing the

matter thus to its fource, we fee the riohteoufnefs and equi-

ty of the divine procedure, and that the law ofGod is eter-

Tial and immutable, as his own nature. Wherefore, " let

" God be true, and every man a liar." All the attempts

to impeach his conduct as fevere, only tend to fhow

the obliquity and perverfenefs of the depraved creature,

and not to diminilh the excellence of the all-glorious

Creator.

While men continue flaves to fm, it is abfurd to Aip-

pofe they fliould acquiefce in their Maker's authority :

but fo foon as any perfon difcovcrs the infinite aniiable-

nefs of God, and his obligation to love and terve him,

his mouth will be immediately flopped, himfelf and every

other fmner brought in inexcufeably guilty. He will Ice

that there is nothing to hinder his compliance with every

part of iiis duty, but that inv/ard averfion to God, which is

the very efi'ence of fin. It is of no confequence what

your natural powers are, whether thofe of an angel or a

man, a philofopher or a clown, if foul and body, and futh

powers as you have, are but wholly devoted to God. Do
you fay this is im])oflibIe ? where then lies the impofTibi-

lit)' of it, but in your depraved inclinations ?

But we have not yet done with the obje6:ions ; the

moil formidable of all is behind. Perhaps the fmner will

fay. How unfortunate f'oever this inclination may be, I

' l)ro'jght it into the world with me. I derived it from my
parents ; it is my very nature ; I am. not able to refifl: it.

7'his brings in view a fubjetfl: far more cxtenfive than to

admit of being fully handled here. We may alfo eafily

allow, that there is fomething in it beyond the reach of

our limited capacity : but whatever -be the nature and ef-
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reels, or manner of coinmunicating original fin ; what-

ever be tlie life made of it, in accounting for events as a

general caufe ; if any voluntary agent hath nothing to of-

fer in oppolition to the ftrongefl obligation, but that he

find'^unifelF utterly unv/illlng to obey, it feems to be an

excufe of a very extraordinary kind. We are lure that

no fach excufe would be accepted by an earthly law-

giver ; nor have we the leafi reafon to think any more re-

gard will be paid to it by him *' who judgeth righteoufly."

In this, as in- rnofl other things, there is a wide differ-

ence betv^/een the fentiments of a hardened and a convin-

ced fmner. The firft, who hath no jufl view of the guilt

•of his aicual tranfgreirions, is always prone to extenuate

•them, by introducing original fin as an excufe for his con-

duct : but a finner, truly convinced of the evil of his felt

and experienced enmity againft God, makes ufe of his

early and original depravity for his further humiliation.

Thus the Pfahnift David, when under the exercife of

•penitence for the complicated crimes of adultery and mur-

cler, expreiTes himfelf as follows: "Behold, I was fliapeii

" in iniquity, and in fm did my mother conceive me,"*

In whatever v/ay it was firll introduced, it is certain that

all averfion and oppofition to God mull be evil in itfelf,

and the fource of mifery to him in whom it dwells ; for

ail that " are afar off from him" Ihall certainly perifh

;

and all that continue unlike to him mufl: depart from him.

V/ithout perplexing ourfelves v/ith debates about the pro-

priety or mea,ning of the imputation of Adam's firft fin,

this we may be fenfible of, that the guilt of all inherent

corruption muft be perfonal, becaufe it is voluntary and

confented to. Of both thefe things, a difcovery of the

glory ofGod will powerfully convince the fmner. When
he feeth the infinite beauty of holinefs, and the amiable-

nefs of the divine nature, he cannot forbear crying out of

himfelf, " Woe is me, for I am undone, becaufe I am a

" man of unclean lips, aixl I dwell in the midft of a peo-

" pie of unclean lips ; for m.ine eyes have feen the King,
" the Lord of HoUs."| As the impurity of his heart, fo

* Pf. li, 5. t Ifa. vi. 5.
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the irregularities of his life, will flare him In the face :

they never appear fo hateful, as when brought into com-
parifon with tlie divine holinefs ; and if he " eflay tojuili-

" fy hinifelf, his own mouth will condemn him" as guilty

from choice. ^^
Once more, the fame view will effeclually confme, and

lliew the vanity of, thofe pretenfions which are derived

from ourov/n imperfect and defective obedience. When
convi6tion hril lays hold of a finner, however vain the at-

tempt, he has Hill a Ib'ong inclination that righteoufnefs
" fliould come by the law." This is not wonderful ; for

in no other way can he himfelf have any title to ^>lory,

and a thorough renunciation of all felf-intered, is too

great a facrific^ to be made at once. Hence he is ready
to look with fome meafure of fatisfaclion on thofe who have
been greater finners than liimfelf, and iecretly to found
his expectation of pardon for thofe fins he Jiath commit-
ted, on the luperior heinoufnefs of thofe from which he
hath abfiained. Hence alio he is ready to hope he may
make fufficient atonement for his pad fins by future

amendment : but a difcovery of the holinefs af God, and
the obligation to love him " with all the heart, and foul,

" anditrength, and mind," foon deftroys this fond imagi-

nation. It fliews him that he can at no time do more than

his duty ; that he never can have any abounding or foli-

citing merit : nay, that a whole eternity, fo to fpeak, of

perfect obedience, would do jull nothing at all towards
expiating the guilt of the leail fin. But befides all this,

die fame thing fliews him, that his befl: duties are flained

with fuch fins and imperfections, that he is fiill but ad-

ding to the charge, inflead of taking from die old fcore ;

lor " we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righte-
"' oufneffcs are but as filthy rags ; and we all do fade as a
'• leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us
*' away."* Thus, one after another, he is llript of every
plea, however eagerly he may cleave to them, and fup-

port or bolfter up one, by the addition of another. He
lees not only his danger, but his guilt ; not only the fear-

* liuiiih Ixiv. 6.
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fulnefs of his Rate, but the holinels and righteoufnefs of

his judge. He lies down proflrate at the footftool of the

Almighty, and makes unmerited mercy and fovereign

grace the only foundation of his hope.

^ SECT.. IV.

Of the degree of scrrorvfor sin in true penitents.

HAVING thus confidered the proper fource of genu,

ine conviction and forrow for fin, it was propofed

next to enquire, to what degree it mufl be, in order to a

faving change. The truth is, were not this a queftioa

often propofed, and the refolution of it d^u'ed by ferious

perfons, the weakeft of whom deferve all attention and re-

gard from every miniiter of Chrift, I fliould have left it

altogether untouched. The reafon of this obfervation is,

that I am perfuaded, and take the prefent opportunity of

affirming it, that the chief didinftion between convictions

genuine or falutary, and fuch as are only tranfitory and
fruitlefs, does not lie in their flrength and violence, {o

much as their principle and fource, which has beeii for-

merly explained.

There is often as great, or, perhaps, it may be fafely

faid there is often a greater degree of terror in perfons

brought under occafional convictions, which are after-

wards fruitlefs, than in others, in Vv'hom they are the in-

troduction to a faving change. It is probable that the hor-

ror of mind wliich poffefled Cain after his brother's mur-
der, was of the moll terrible kind. It Is probable that the

humiliation of Ahab, after he had caufed Naboth to be

deftroyed by falfe evidence, and was threatened with a

dreadful vifitation, was exceeding great. It is probable

that die mere pafTion of fear in either of thefe criminals

was equal, if not fuperior, to the fear of any true penitent

recorded in fcripture. It is the principle that dillinguifh-

es their nature. It is the differing principle that produces

oppofite effects. The one is alarmed and trembles through

fear of wrath from an irrefiftible and incenfed God ; the

other is truly fenlible of fin in all its malignity, and fearf^
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the fanclion of a righteous, but violated law. The one

feelshimfclfa mileruble creature ; the other confefTes him-

fclf a guilty fiimer. The one is terriliecl, and the other is

huiTibled.

It is fome doubt with me, whether in fruitlefs c^MJffti-

ons there is any fenfe at all of fin, as fuch ; I n^im, as

truly meriting punilhment from a jufl: and holy God.

Such perfons ortilnarily are difpleafed at the holinefs of

God's nature, and murmur at the ftriclnefs of his law;

and therefore, however much they may dread fuflering

here or hereafter, they cannot be laid to be convinced of

fin. We have feen Ibme who, when afflidions browght

their fins to remembrance, were but driven on, by defpair,

Lo higher degre^ of guilt, and, the more they leemed to

fear the appro^hing judgment of God, only increafed

in the impatience of blafpheming rage.

However, as there is a great meafure of deceit in the

human hear:, fome may be ready to flatter themfelves, on

the one hand, that they have feen the evil of fin in itfelf;

and fome, on the other, to fear that they have not feen it

as they ought, becaufe their forrow has not rijen to the

requj^te. degree. Many have exprcfled uneafiucis that

they never mourned for fin in a maiiiicr correfpondtng

to the llrong fcripture declarations of its odious and hate-

ful nature, or to the following defcription of gofptl peni-

tents :
'' Ar.d I will pour upon the houfe of David, and

" upon the inhabitants^of Jerufalem, the fpiril of grace and
" fupplication, andthey fliairiook upon me whom ihey have
"• pierced, andthey fliall mourn for him as one mourneth
'' for his only fon, and fhall be in bitternefs for him, as

" one that is in bitternefs for his firlt born."* For this

reafon I fliali make an obfervation or tv;o on the degree of

forrow for fin in true penitents, which may enable us to

judge in every quefiion of the fame nature.

1. One thing, in general, muft be carefully remember-

ed, that we ought not to lav down one rule for all perfons.

AVe are not to meafure t'le forrow of any true penitent,

and make a llandard from it for the effedts or exprefiion^,

* Zech. xii. 10»
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of forrow in any other. The Orength of all the paflions,

and their readinefs to exprefs themfelves, is greater natu-

rally in fome than in others. There is nothing of which

men may be more fenfible from daily experience. Love

an.d^fcteed, jov and grief, defire and averfion, fliew theni*

felveMy much more violent emotions in fome than in

others. It would be wrong, therefore, to reduce all to

one rule, and none ought to look upon it as a juft caufe of

difquiet, that they have not had the fame degree or depth

of diftrefs and anguiih, which others have had, of whom
they have read or heard. Another circumftance may alfo

be the occafion of diverfity. In fome, conviftions may
have been more early and gradual, and, therefore, lels vi-

olent and fenfible. It is not to be fuppo|||fi that Samuel,

M^hofe very conception was the anfvver of prayer, who was

called from his mother's womb, and ferved in the temple

from his being a child, fliould have experienced the fame

depth of humiliation withfuch as Manafleh, for example,

who had been guilty of many atrocious crimes, and conti-

nued long in a hardened and infeniible fiate. Therefore,

2. Suffer me to obferve, that the great and principal

evidence of a proper degree of conviction and foprow lor

fin, is its permanency and practical influence. Genuine

conviction is not a flafli of fervor, however Itrong, but a

deep, abiding, and governing principle, which will fliew

its ftrength, by its habitual power over its oppofite. Every

true penitent will join in thefe words of Elihu :
^' Surely

" it is meet to \i^ faid unto God, I have borne chaitife-

" ment, I will not offend any more ; that which I fee

" not, teach thou me ; if I have done iniquity, I will do
" no more,"* Nothing elfe will be a fufficient evidence

of penitence, where this is wanting ; and where this is

the cafe, nothing can be wanting that is really neceffary.

This may, perhaps, as I obferved on another part of this

difcourfe, be thought too general, but I am perfuaded it

is the only fafe ground to build upon, according to the

fcriptures. Every other claim of relation will be rejected

at laft by our Saviour and Judge, as he hath plainly told

* Job xxxiv. 31, 32.
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US :
" Not every one that faith unto me. Lord, lord, fliall

" enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doth the

" will of my father which is in heaven. Many will fay

" to me in that day, Lord, lord, have we not prophefied

" in thy name ? and in thy name call out devils ^^d in

" thy name'^one many wonderful works ? And ^^ will

" I profcfs unto them, I never knew you, depart from me,
*' ye that work iniquity."*

Would any know, therefore, whether th.eir forrow for

fin hath been to the requifite degree, let uie intreat them
to fuffer confcience to anfwer honedly to the following

interrogatories. Plas your convi£lion of fin been fudh as

to make you abhor and hate it in every form ? Hath it

been fuch as -lb make you refolve upon a thorough and
perpetual feparation from your once beloved pleafures t

Does it make you ready to examine the lawfulnefs of every

purfuit, and to abflain even from every doubtful or fuf-

pedled pradice ? Is there no known fin that you are defi-

rous to excufe or palliate, fludious to conceal, or willing

to fpare ? Remember this neccflary caution of our Savi-

our :
" And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck- it out, and

" call it from thee : for it is profitable for thee that one
" of thy members fliould perifli, and not that thy whole
" body fhould be call into hell. And if thy right hand
*' offend thee, cut it off, and call it from thee ; for it is

" profitable for thee that one of thy members fhould pe-

" rifli, and not that thy whole body fliould be cafl; into

" hell."f Is there no fin, however long pradifed, or

however greatly delighted in ; is there no fin, however

gainful or honorable, but you defire liberty from its en-

slaving power, as well as deliverance from its condemn-

ing guilt ? Is there no part of the law of God, of the duty

and charaderof a Chriftian, however ungrateful to a co-

vetous heart, however dcfpifed by a fcorning world, but

you acknowledge its obligation ? Would you, indeed,

rather be holy than great ? Do you rather choofe pcrfe-

cution with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleafures

of fin for a feafon I See what terms Chrill makes with

* Matt. vii. 21, 22, 23. t Matt. v. 29, 30.
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his dlfclples : "If any man will come after me, let him
*' deny himfelf, and take up his crofs, and follow me :

" for whofoever will Aive his life Ihall lofe it, and vvhofo-
" ever will lofe his life, for my fake, Ihall find it."*

Upojnhe whole, inftead of finding fault with the duty or
lot oforod's children, can you truly fay, " O that there
" were fuch an heart in me that I could keep his Ilatutes !

«' The law of the Lord is perfeflly holy. The paths of
" the Lord toward me have been infinitely gracious. My
" heart only is exceeding finful. O Lord, write thy law
^' in my heart, and put it in my inward parts ; give me
*' a new heart and a new fpirit, and caufe me to walk in
" thy ftatutes, and keep thy judgments, and do them."

3. It is an excellent evidence of convidtion's being
right both in principle and in degree, when the penitent
hath a greater fear of fin than of fuffering. As the great
fource of genuine conviction of fin is a fenfe of its evil in
itfelf, rather than an apprehenfion of its confequences
even in the life to come, there is no way in which this

will difcover itfelf more difiindlly, than in the views we
have of fin, and fuffering in the prefent Hate. Whether
do you grieve moft heartily for fin, or for worldly lofies ?

Which of them do you avoid with the greatefi; folicitude

and care ? Will not this fliow what it is that lies neareft
your hearts, and hath the diminion there ? Will not this

lliow it in a manner that mufl: be convincing even to your-
feh'es, and leave no room to reply ? Alas ! how heavy
a fentence does this carry againfl: many profefiTmg Chrifti-

ans ? How great their anxiety about the things of time,
how little about the concerns of eternity ? How carefully

will they obferve the increale or decreafe of their trade and
opulence ? But how little attention will they pay to the
growth or decay of religion in their hearts ? They will

dread the arts, and fly from the fociety of a fraudulent
dealer, but will fufpeft no danger while their ears are drink-
ing in the poifon of licentious or impure converfation.

'

The lofs of a child, or the lofs of their fubfiance, opprefifes

them with Ibrrow, while even the commiflion of grofs fin,

if concealed from the world, produces a refledion fcarce>
ly felt, and fpeedily forgotten.

* Matt. xvi. 24.
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X have faid, indeed, above, that all perfons are not

equal))' lufceptible of violent emotions of any UiikI. But

what fliall be faid of the lame perfons, who have the ilrong-

eft paflions on every other fubjed, and nothinpj but cold-

iiefs and indiflerence in matters of religion ? AVhat lliall

be faid of the fame perfons, who are eafily and de^y af-

fedled with all temporal fufTerings, and yet are but very

flightly aflefted with a fenfe of the evil of fm ? Whole

tears flow readily and copioufly over a dying friend, but

have no tears at all to ftied over a dying Saviour ? Does

this at all correfpond with the defcription given by the

prophet, " of mourning as for an only fon ?" In wkich

penitential forrovv is compared to the moll levere and ex-

quifiie of all human calamities. I muft, however, ob-

ferve, that temporal fufTerings are ordinarily attended and

aggravated by fenfible images, and are alfofometimes fud-

den and unexpei^ed, on both which accounts they may
more powerfully call forth the expreifions of forrow and

fympathy. But it is not difficult to judge which of them

dwells moft heavily upon the mind, which of them would

be firll avoided by the deliberate choice of^the lieart.

Bvery true penitent does certainly fee fin to be the great-

eft of all evils, and will difcover this by companion with

all the other evils of which he hath at prefcnt any know-

ledge or experience.

4. I fliall only mention one other evidence of convic-

tion's being to a proper degree, wliich is when a fenfe of

the evil of fin is Hill growing, inftead of diminiftiing. This

will be found elfentially to diHinguifti a fenfe of the evil of

fin in itfelf, from a mere terror of God's power in taking

vengeance on the fmner. Time gradually weakens tlie

one, but knowledge, and even the mercy of God, conti-

nues to increafe the other. When a fmner is brought un-

der great convidions, it is a ftate fo painful and diftrelf-

i ing, that it cannot continue long. Some kind of peace

muft of neceffiiy fucceed. Either he ftifleshis conviflions,

hides the danger by fliutting his own eyes, and returns to

his former fecurity and licentioufnefs of pra6lice ; or he

floes fome things for a time, to quiet the cries of confci-

'Pncej and lay a foundation lor future peace ; or, lallly, he
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returns to God through Chrill:, by true repentance, and
continues to I'erve him in newnefs of life.

The firtt of thefe cafes needs no illuftration ; the fenfe

of Hn in all fuch perfons being not fo properly weakened
as deflroyed. In the fecond, the finner is under great re-

ftrairf^s for a feafon, but, when the terror is over, his obe-

dience and diligence is immediately relaxed. This fnows

plainly, that he had no fincere or cordial affection to the

law of God, but was afraidi of his power. It fhews that

his convictions never were of a right kind, and, therefore,

it is no wonder their ftrengtli flioald decay. But, in eve-

ry true penitent, a fenfe of fin notonlv continues, but dai-

ly increafes. His growing difcovery of the glory of God,
points out more clearly to him his own corruption and de-

pravity, both in its quantity and its malignity, fo to fpeak.

The very mercies of God, whatever delight or fweetnefs

they afFord, take nothing away from his fenfe of the evil

of his doings, but rather melt him down in penitential for-

row. They ferve to cover him with confufion at his own
unworthinefs, and to fill him with wonder at the divine

patience and condefcenfion.

The firft work of a convinced finner is, to mourn over

the grofs enormities of a profligate life, or a life devoted

to worldly purfuits. And his continued employment af-

ter converfion is, to refift and wreflle with that inherent

corruption which was hidden from his view before, but be-

comes daily more and more fenfible. So true is this, that

I have known many inflances in which the moft genuine

expreffions of felf-abafenient happening to fall from aged

experienced Chriflians, have appeared to others as little

better than afFedation. They were not able to conceive

the propriety of thefe fentiments, which long acquaintance

with God and with ourfelves doth naturally and infallibly

infpire.

From thefe remarks, let me beg the reader to judge of

the reality and progrefs of the fpiritual life. Does your
fenfe of the evil of fin not only continue, but grow ? Do
you now fee fin in many things which you never fufpefted

before ? Do you fee more of the boldnefs, ingratitude,

and fottifli folly of finners and defpifers of God ? Are you



S26 A Practical Treatise

daily making newdlfcovenes oftlie vanity, fenfuality, and
treflchery of your own hearts ? Be not difcoiiraged at it,

but humbled by it. Let it empty you of all felf-eilecm

and fslf-depcndence, and give you a higher relilh of the

gofpel of peace. The fubftance of the gofpel is " falvati-

*' on to the chief of fmners, by the riches of divine grace,

" and the fanftification of your polluted natures by the

" power of the Holy Ghoit."

As I would willingly give| as much imfonnation and
inllru6lion as poilible, I fliall, before quitting this part of

the fubjei^, ipeak a few words of a jiretty extraordinary

opinion to be found in fome of the prinSlical writers oftke

lall age. It is, that genuine conviction, and the foul's

fubjeftion to God, ought to be carried fo far in every true

penitent, as to make him willing, fatisfied, and, fome lay,

even " pleafed," that God Ihould glorify his juflice in his

cverlafting perdition. This is fo repugnant to nature,

and to that very folicitudc about our eternal happinefs,

by which the confcience is firll laid hold of, that it appears

to be utterly impoffible. There have been many to whom
this requilition has given inexpreflible concern, ^has been

a dail)'' Iharc to their confcience, and an obftrudlion to

their peace. There is fuch an infeparable conne<5tion be-

tween our duty and happinefs, that the queltion fliould

never have been moved ; but, for the fatisfaction of thofe

who may have met, or may flill meet with it in authors,

otherw.ife defervedly elteemed. I fliall make fome remarks

which I hope will either explain it in a found fenfe. or

Ihew it to be at bottom falfe.

Men do often differ more in words than in fubftance.

Perhaps what thele authors chiefly mean, is no more than

what has been explained above at confiderable length, viz.

That the fmner finds himfelf without excufe, his " mouth
"is Hopped," he feeth the holinefs of the law, he con-

felTeth the juflice of the fentence, he quits every claim but

mercy. Thus he may be faid to abiolve or jullify God,
though he ihould leave him to perilh for ever. So far,

I apprehend, it is undeniably juft ; otherwife, the very

foundation of the gofpel is overthrown, and falvation is not

-of grace," but ''of debt." If we impavtiiiUy examine
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the word mercy, and the many ftrong declarations in

fcripture of our obligations to God for the gilt of eternal

life, we fliali find that they cannot, confiilently, imply

lefs, than that the finner '' deferved," and was liable, to

" eternal death."

But to carry the thing farther, and to fay that the peni-

tent muft be pleafed and fatisfied with damnation itfelf,

as he is pleafed with fufiering in another view, as it is his

heavenly Father's fandlified rod, appears to me to be at

once unnatural, unreafonable, unlawful, and impoflible.

It is plainly contrary to that defire of our own happinefs

v/hich is fo deeply implanted in our natures, and which

feems to be infeparable from a rational creature. No fiich

thing is, either diredlly or conlequentially, afierted in the

holy fcriptures, which fo often urge us to a due care of our

own bed interefts. " Wherefore, fays the prophet, do
" you fpend your money for that which is not bread, and
*' your labor for that which latisfieth not ? Hearken dili-

"• gently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let

" your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and
*' come unto me, hear, and your fouls fliall live, and [

" will make an everlailing covenant with you, even the

" fure mercies of David."* Further, the proportion

feems to me necefiarily to imply an impoflibility in itfelf.

For what is damnation ? It is to be for ever feparated from,

and deprived of, the fruition of God. Is this then, a du-

tiful objeft either of defire or acquiefcence ? It is to hate

God and blafpheme his name, as well as to be banillied

from his prefence. Can this be tolerable to any true pe-

nitent ? or is it reconcileable to, or confident with, fub-

jedtion to his righteous will ? Can any creature be fuppo-

fed to pleafe God, by giving up all hope of his favor ? Or
is it lefs abfurd than " difobeying" him from a fenfe of
*' duty," and '' hating" him from a principle of " love ;"

We muft, therefore, carefully feparate ths acknowledg-

ment of divine juftice, and moil unconditional fubjeclion

to the divine fovereignty, from an abfolute defpair, or gi-

ving up all hope in the divine mercy. We have a very

* Ifa. Iv. 2, 3.
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beautiful fcrlpture inflance of humble, yet perfifling im-

portunity, ill the woman of Canaan, who met with many
repulles, confefled the juftice of every thing that made
againfl her, and yet continued to urge her plea. Neither

is there any difference between the way in which ihe fup-

plicated of the Saviour a cure for her diftreffed daughter,

and the way in which an awakened fmner will implore

Irom the fame Saviour more necefiary relief to an aftiiited

confcience. " And behold a woman of Canaan came out
*' ot tlie lame coall?,'and cried unto him, faying, Have
" mercy on me, () Lord, thou 'ion of David, niy daughter
" is grievoufly vexed with a devil. But he anfwered ht&r

" not a word. And his difciplcs came and befought Irfc,

" faying, Send her away, for fhe crieth after us. But he
*•• anlwered and faid, I am not fent but unto the loll iheep
** of the houfe of liVael. Then came flie and worfliippcd
" him, faying. Lord help me. But he anlwered and faid,

^^ It is not meet to take the children's bread and caff it to
*' dogs. And llie faid. Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of

" the crumbs which fall from their mailer's table. Then
" Jdus anlwered and faid unto her, O womar>, great is

" thy faith ; be it unto thee even as thou w ilt."* 1 Ihall

conclude with mentioning an inftance of a fimilar cliarac-

ter in a foreigner of eminent ilation, who had been a great

profligate, and afterwards became a great penitent.
-f-

He
compofcd a little piece of poetry after his converfion, the

leading lisntirnent of which was what I have recommended
above, and in his own language was to the follov.-ing pur-

pofe :
" Great God, thy judgments are full of righteouf-

'' nefs, thou takeit pleafure in the exercife of mercy ; but
'* 1 have fumed to fuch a height, that jufiice demands
'"' my dellrui^'tion, and mercy iil'elf feems to folicit my per-
'' dition. Difdain my tears, llrike the blow, and execute
'' thy judgment.- I am willing to fubmit, and adore, even
•" in perifhing, the equity of thy procedure. But on
" what place will the ilroke fall, that is not covered with
" the blood of Chrift ?"

* Matth. XV. 3:— 23. t Des Barreaux.
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SECT. V.

Acceptance ofsalvatio7i through the cress of Chr'st.

^ip*HE next great flep in a finner's change is adlicove-

j|^ ry and acceptance of iklvatlon from Tiii and mifery

through Jeius Chrid. This is the la(l and fmifiiing Hep

of the glorious work. When this is attained, the chan?,e

is compleated, the new nature is fully forined in all its

parts. The fpiritual feed is implanted, and h?th taken

root ; and it will arrive by degrees, in every vefTel of mer-

cy, to that meafure of maturity and ilrength, that it pieaf-

eth God each fiiall poflefs before he be carried hence.

It is eafy to fee, that convi'^^ion of fm which hath been

before illultrated, prepares and paves the way for a dilco-

very and acceptance of falvation by Chriu. Before con-

viction of fm, or when convidion is but in^perfedl, the gof-

pel of Chrifi, and particularly the doilrine of the crofs,

aimofi: confiantly appears to be fooiilhnefs. Or if, as

fometimes happens, education and example prompts the

fmner to fpeak with fome degree of reverence of the name,
character and undertaking of a Saviour, there is no dif-

tincl perception of the meaning, nor any inward relilh of

thefweetnefs of the falatary truths. But thofe Vv'ho have
been " wounded in their fpirits, and grieved in their

" minds," bea;in to perceive their unfpeakable importance
and value. That mydery which was hid from ages and
generations, begins to open upon the foul in its luftre and
glory. The helplefs and hopelefs itate of the fmner makes
him earnefdy and anxiouHy enquire, v.'hether there is any
way to efcape, whether there is any door of mercy or of

hope. He fays, with the av/akened and trembling jailor,

" What muil I do to be faved V'^- And with the Pfalmifl,
" Irmumerable evils have compafTed me about, mine ini-

'" quities have taken hold upon me, fo that I am not able
" to look up ; they are more than the hairs oi mine head,
'' therelbre my heart faiieth me.-f I have no excufe to
'•'

offer, nor any flicker to fly to -, the works, the word,

* A5ls xvl. so. t P^-h x]. 12,

Vol. I. Ff
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" and the providence of God, ftem all to be up in arm.i

" againft me, and have inclolcd me as an enemy to him.
*' O how fearful a thing is it to fall into the hands of the
" living God ! Who fliall dwell with devouring fire ? Who
" fhall dwell with evcrlafling burnings r Is there no prof-

" peftof relief? Is there no balm in Gilcad ? Is there no
" phyfician there ? Wonderful has been my pafl blindnefs!
^' I have awakened as out of a dream, and find mylelt
" haftening fall to the pit of deilruclion. What would I
''• not do, what would I not give for good ground to be-
'' lieve that my guilt were taken away, and my peace
'* made with God ?" '

With what eagernefs and earneflnefs, hitherto unknown,
docs the fmner now enquire after the way to life ? With
what folicitude does he " go forth by the footfteps of the
" fiock, and feed belide the fliepherds tents." The fab-

baths, and ordinances, and word of God, are now quite

different things from what they were before. No more
wafte of that facred time in bufmefs or in play. No more
lerenity of heart, becaufe he had been regularly and con-

ftantly at church, but an aftonidiing view of the fins of

his holy things ; carelefs, formal, heartlefs worfhip. He
cries out with the Pfalmifl, " Lord, if thou fliouklfl mark
**• iniquity, who fhall Hand." No more indifferent, floth-

ful, difdainful hearing the word. No more critical hear-

ing the word, that he may commend the ability, or deride

the weaknefs of die preacher. With what concern does

he hang upon the facred melTage, to fee if there be any
thing upon which he can lay hold ? He then hears that

" God is in Chrill:, reconciling the world to himfelf." The
very news of lalvation, the bare mention of j)ardon, is now
a joyful found. It roufes his attention, it awakens his

curiodty, and he lets himfelf to weigh and ponder the im-

portant intimation. He hears that " God fo loved the

" world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that wliofo-

" ever believeth in him fliould not perifli, but have ever-

" Killing life. For God lent not his Son into the world
" to condemn the world, but that the world tlirough him
" might be fayed.* Is there then," fays he, " hope of

* John iii. 16, 17..
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" mercy with God, whom I have fo long forgotten, and {o

" greatly offended ? hath he indeed loved a guilty world ?

*' hath he loved them in fo amazing a manner, as to fend

*' his only begotten Son to fave them from deftru£lion ?

" How great is the giver, how wonderful the gift, and
" how undeferving the objedts of his love :"

Here perhaps a difficulty may occur. " It may be (o^^''

fays the foul ;
" but are all the children of Adam the ob-

" je£ls of divine love ? Shall every finner be partaker of

" divine mercy ? Surely not. How then are they didin-

" guilhed ? Perhaps he intends only to fave a few of the

" leafi: unworthy, and to glorify his judice and feverity in

" the condemnation of the moft eminently guilty. What
" then have I reafonto expetll ? None, none, none of any
" rank fo criminal as I. 1 have fmned earl}-, and I have
" fmned long. I have fmned againft the cleareft light and
" knowledge. I have fmned againfl; innumerable m.er-

" cies. I have fmned againfl the threatenings of God's
" word, the rebukes of his providence, the checks of my
" own confcience, and the unwearied pains and diligence

" of minifters and parents. I have burft every bond, and
" torn in pieces every reftraining tie." How many gra-

cious promifes prefent themfelves immediately to extin-

guifii this fear ? " Come now, and let us reafon together,

*' faith the Lord ; though your fins be as fcarlet, they fliall

" be as white as fnow ; though they be red like crimfon,
" they fhall be as wool ; if ye be willing and obedient, ye
" fhall eat the good of the land.*—Him that cometh unto
" me, I will i!n no wife call out. f—Wherefore alfo he is

" able to fave them to the uttermoll that come unto Goti
" by him.^ And the Spirit and the bride fay come ; and
" let him that heareth fay come ; and let him that is athiril

" come ; and whofoever will, let him take the water of
" lifefreely."j| To thefe promifes may be added many
fcripture examples of firfl-rate finners, faved by the pow-
er of God, that none may defpair. An idolatrous Ma-
naffeh, an unrighteous and oppreiFiye publican Zaccheus.

* If. i. 18, 19. t Johnvi. S7. \ Hcb. vii. 25.

!i
Rev. xxii. IT.
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an unclean Marv Magdalene, and a perfecuting Paul.

Then is the foul brought to acknowled;:;e and adore the

iTiatchleis love of God ; to repeat and adopt the words oi

the apoltle Paul ;
" This is a faidiful faying, and worthy

"of all acceptation, that Chrili Jefus came into the world
*• to favc fmncrs, of whom I amchiel."

The finner, in fuch a fituation, is wholly employed in

alternately viewing his own deplorable character and ftate

on the one hand, and the fufHciency and efficacy of the re-

medy on the other. As thefe take their turns in his mind,

his hope rifes or falls. Perhaps when he a;:am reti.6ts

on the infinite number and heinous nature ot his offences;

when heconfiders the holinefs and purity of God's nature

and law, he is ready to bring all into qneftion, and to fay,

*• How can thefe things be ? Is it poffible that all this guilt

" cim be paflld by, is it poffible that it can be forgiven

" and forgotten by a holy God ? Is he not of purer eyes
** than to behold iniquity ? Is it not faid, that evil cannot
*' dwell with him ? That fmners fhall not ftand in his

" prefence ? How then can I prefume to approach him ?

" I, who have been fo daring and obltinate a rebel ? What
" reception can I expedl to meet v/ith but, Bind him
*' hand and foot, and take hirri away, and cafl him into

" utter darknefs ; there fnall be weeping and gnalhing of

" teeth.*'*

To remove this difnuft, and afTure his heart before

God, he is informed of the foundation of his hope, that

falvation comes by a Mediator. He undertook our caufe,

he purchafed redemption by his precious blood. Rear

him faying in the councils of the Moft high, *' Sacrifice

" and offering thou didll not defire ; mine cars haft thou

" opened. Bnrnt-offering and fin-offering hall thou not

*' required. Then Tiid J, Lo, I come, in the volume of

" -the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O
." my God ; yea, thy law is within my heart." f Hear

alfo in what manner he executed this gracious purpofe.

" He was wounded lor our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed

" for our iniquities ; the challifement of our peace was

* Matt. xxii. 13. f Pfal. xl. 6, 7, 8.
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" upon him, and with his ftripes we are healed. All we
" like ilieep have gone aftray, we have turned every one
*' to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the ini-

*' quity of us all."* Let us alfo fee how this matter is re-

preiented in the New Teftament. " Whom God hath fet

" forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to

'' declare his rightsoufnefs for the remiffion of iins that are
*' pall, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I fay,

" at this time his righteoufnefs : that he might be jufl,

"- and the juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus. ) For
*' he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin,

" that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in
*' him."!

Jt is through this man, and through his blood, that

" repentance and remiilion of fins is preached to all na-
" tions." Is not this a fufficient and liable ground of

hope ? In the fubflitution of our furety, we fee a w^ay

opened for the reception and reftoration of finners, in a

perfect confillency with all the divine perfeftions. The
fpotlefs purity and holinefs, the flrid and impartial juftice

of God, feem to raife an infuperable obflacle to our ad-

miffion into his favor ; but in the fufferings and atone*

ment of our Redeemer, we fee how he may teftify his ab-

horrence of fin, and punifh it, and at the fame time fliew

mercy to the finner. There is a perfedt harmony of all

the divine attributes in this defign, and particularly a joint

illuftration of mercy and juftice. This is the gofpel of

Chrift, the ble^ed and reviving meflage brought unto the

world by the prince of peace. This is *' the record which
" God hatn given of his Son."

How welcome how reviving this, to the difcouraged

convinced finner ? His very concern and fear when pro-

ceeding upon proper grounds, arifes from a view of the

infinite evil of fin, fo provoking to a holy God. But in

this plan laid by divine wifdom, he fees the guilt of fin

fufficiently expiated by a facrifice of infinite value. " For
*' we are not redeemed with corruptible things, fuch ac

» K. llis. 5, 6. t Rom. iii. 25, 26, \ 2 Cor. v, 21-.
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" filver and gold—but widi the precious blood of Chrlf},

'• as of a Lamb without blemifli and v^-ithout I'pot."*

He compares and contrails, if I may fo Ipeak, the

greatnel's of his guilt with the j)rice of his pardon. Then
appears, with new and uncommon force, the greatnefs ot

this mylte.ry of godlinefs, GOD manifeiled in the fiefii.

A vidftim no lefs confiderable than the eternal and " only-

" begotten" Son of God, " the briglitnefs of his Father's

" glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon." What is

it that cannot be purchafed by this marvellous exchange ?

The believer fees with adoring wonder, the jullice of God
more awfully fevere, in awaking his fword againd tiie

man who was *^ his fellow," than if the whole race of of-

fending men had been irrecoverably loft. At the fame

time he fees the unfpeakable dignity and majefty of God,

in his infinite and truly royal mercy, great in itfelf, and

greater ftill in the way in which it is difpenfed, " Here-
*' in is love indeed, not that we loved God, but that he
" loved us, and fent his fon to be the propitiation for our
*' fins."t

I cannot help here obferving, that this falvation is fo

amazing, lb wonderful in its nature, and fo far removed

from any thing we know among men, that we are in dan-

ger of being put to a ftand, and can fcarcely conceive it

pofllble. But on the other hand, when we confider that

it carriedi not upon it any of the marks of human wil-

dom, weare naturally led to fay, " Salvation belongeth
*•' unto God.—His ways are not as our ways, nor his

" thoughts as our thoughts." Therefore when convidi-

on of lin makes us feel the neceffity, and difcovers the glo-

ry of our Saviour's atonement ; we may both rell allured

of its truth, and triumph in its power. We may fay with

the apofile Paul, '' Who fliall lay any thing to the charge

" of God's eled I It is God that juftifieth : who is he that

*'• condemneth ? It is Chrifl: that died, yea rather that is

*' rifen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
'* alfo makcia interceflion for us."];

* 1 Pet. i, 18. t 1 John iv. no. j Rom. vlii. 33. 31.
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But, " Paufe a little, my foul," faith the convinced

fmner, " what tiding-s are here ? What faith the fcripture,

'' Who lliall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele^^l I

" Unanfwerable indeed ! Happy, happy, thrice happy
" they, who are the objects of God's everhdting, dillin-

" guifning and electing love. But how can I be fure that

*' this includes, or rather does not exclude me ? Can I

'* ever hope to read my name written in the Lamb's
" book of life ?" No. But when you confefs you cannot

read any thing there in your favor, who hath authorized

you to fuppofe any thing there to your prejudice ? Secret

things belong only to God. We are not permitted to

fearch, and we are not able to comprehend or explain the

infinite depth of the divine councils. But do not thinrs

that are revealed belong to us ? And how fhall we pre-

fume to fet at variance the fecret and revealed will of God ?

Is not the commiihon fufliciently extenlive !
" And he

" faid unto them, go ye into all the world, and preach the

" gofpel to every creature ; lue that believeth and is bap-

" tized, iliall be faved ; and he that believeth not, fhall be
" damned."* Is not the call unlimited and univerfal ?

" Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden,

*' and I will give you red:."-}- " And Jefus faid unto
" them, I am the bread of life ; he that cometh to me fhali

" never hunger, and he that believeth on me fhall never
" thirfl."j; " And in the lafl day, that great day of the^

" feaft, Jefus flood and cried, faying, If any man thirll,

" let him comQ unto me anddrink."||

Can you then entertain any doubt of the call reaching

to you, or queftion your title to reft upon this rock of ages ?

Behold, we preach tinto you Chrift crucified, a defpifed

Saviour, indeed, " to the Jews a flumbling-block, and to

*• the Greeks fooliflmefs ;'' but the ^' power of God, and
*' the wifdom of God for falvation to every one that be-

" lieveth." There is no guilt fo deep, but this precious

blood will wafli it out. No gift fo great, but infinite merit

is fufficient to procure it. No nature fo polluted, but in-

* Markxvi. 15, 16. t Matth. xi. 28. -t
John vi. 35-

1! John vii. sr.



236 yl Priictical Treatis:

finite po\vcr is fufficient to renew it. Shall v/c then any

more with-liold our approbation, or refufe our confent :

Shall not every fmner, burdened with a I'enle of guilt or

danger, intimate his compliance and urge his claim, and

fay, " Thanks, tlianks be to God for his unfpeakable gift.

"• —It is falvation by the death of Chrift, and therefore

*' becoming a holy and a jealous God, with whom evil

'' cannot dwell. It is the fame unchangeable God, who
*' ena£t:ed the holy law, and who publilhes this glorious
'' gofpel.— ft is falvation by grace, otherwife no child of

'' Adam, could have had any claim ; and it is meet that

'' the lofty looks of man fhould be humbled, and the L*<d
'' alone exalted in that day.— It is falvation to the chief

" o'i finners : I am the man. I hear my character clear,

" ly defcribed in the v/ord of God. I can read my name
'•' in the general and gracious invitation. I will accept of
*-' the ofl'er, 1 will receive and embrace this blefied Saviour

" as my L.ord and my God, as my life and my all."

()nce more, perhaps the believer is fiill ftaggered, and

his faith begins to fail. Allonillied at tlie greatnefs of the

mere}'', '' he believeth not for jov, and wondereth." He
is ready to fay, " Might I but hold fail this beginning of

•' my confidence, I would not envy the greateft monarch
•^ on earth his tiirone, his purple, or his fceptre, but would
*•' fing the new fong put into my mouth. Unto him that

" loved us, and v/alhed us from our fms in his own blood,

'' and hath made us kings and priells to God and his Fa-
*• ther, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.

" But alas ! are not all the promifes of falvation only in

'' favor of them that believe ? Here then the conclufion

" may fail. 1 am fenfible of a lamentable wcakncfs and
'' backwardnefs of mind; and whilfi 1 think I have no
*' doubt of any of the truths of God, I greatly diftrufl: the

** reality of my own confent and con^)liance with his

'' will." Do you t^heu really give credit to all the truths

of God refpe^ting your own lofl condition, and the only

Avay of deliverance from it ? May tiie Lord himfelf in-

crcafe your laith ; for if it be fo indeed, you are happy
and fafe. Thefe truths, thefe alone, arc the furc founda-

tion of hope. 1 am afraid wc hav.e all loo Ib-ong a ten-
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dency to look for fome ericouraging qualification in our- -

felves, on which we might more fecurely reft. What is

faith ? Is it any more than receiving the record which

God hath given of his Son, believing the teftimony of the

Amen, the true and faithful witnefs ? Is not your peace

and reconciliation with God, and the fan fti fie ation of your

natures, exprefsiy provided for in the all-fufficiency of,

Chrift, and to him you are aiTured that you muft be in-

debted for both ? What ihndeth in the way of your com-
fort then, but either that you do not give credit to the pro-

mife he hath made, or that you are not willing that he

ihould do it for you ? and this I acknowledge is both un*

belief and impenitence.

Complain therefore no more, that you are afraid of

yourfclves, whilft yet 5^ou pretend to have the higheft; ef-

teem of the bleifings of redemption ; on the contrary, fay

unto God in a thankful frame of fpirit, " Glory to God ia

the highefl, on earth peace, and good-will tovv'ards men.
I praife thee for this mefiage of peace. I think I fee, in

fome meafure, its neceflity, truth and beauty. I fee it,

I truft to fuch a degree, that it is the fole foundation of

my hope. I renounce every other claim ; nay, I abhor

the thoughts of any other claim : Yea, doubllefs, and I

count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord, for whom I have fuffer-

ed the lofs of all things, and do count them but dung
that I may win Chrift, and be found in him, not having
mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but that

which is through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs

which is of God by faith.* It grieves me that there is

fuch a backwardnefs in me to give- glory to thy name,
and to be indebted to the riches of thy grace. Subdue
my obftinacy, and rule by thine own power. Lord, I

believe, help thou mine unbelief."

* Fhil. iii. 8-

Vol. I. G %
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s ?: c T. VI.

Ilotu the btllever recovers peace of conscience.

WE have now feen in what way the believer is re-

conciled to God, and delivered from condemna-

tion. It will not be improper, however, aifo to conlider

how he recovers peace of confcience, and how his heart

and life are governed in his after walk. This will ferve

more fully to illullrate the influence and operation of the

truths of the gofpel. There is even a neceHity for doing

io on two different accounts : i. That, as has been fhewn

above at confiderable length, every true penitent is deeply

and imvardly fenfible of the evil of fin in itfelf. He is not

merely afraid of wrath, but fees the impurity and polluti-

on of his own heart. Suppofing, therefore, will the intel-

ligent reader fay, this great diftinclion thoroughly eflablifh-

ed, his relief, is but half accompliilied. There may be

no more condemnation for him in the law of God, for the

breach of which fatisfa6lion.has been made and accepted :

but he is only fo much the more liable to the Qondemna-

tion of his own confcience. He mud Hill fuffer the re-

proaches and challenges of his own mind, which make fo

great a part of the mifery of a guilty flate.

This receives additional llrength, from a fecond confi-

deration, that as he is juftified by faith, he hath peace only

through the blood of Chrift. This is not from himfelf,

and may be thought to leave him, fo to fpeak, in point of

ftate and charadler, in point of pollution and defilement,

jufl as before ; nay, the extraordinary, unfolicitcd, unde-

ferved grace of God, may be thought to increafe his felf-

condemnation, and fet the malignity of his rebellion in

the fiirongefi: light. And, indeed, fo far this is true, that

the free grace of God was intended, and does ferve, to pro-

duce a growing humiliation of mind and felf-abafement,

as well as an admiration of the love of God in Chrifl Jefus.

As the tendernefs of a parent is an image which God hath

very frequently made ufc of, to fliadow forth his own infi-

nite compaillon, I will borrow from it an illuftration of the

two remarks jufl now made. Suppofe any child has of-
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fended a parent by a grofs Inflance of undutiful behavior,

for which he hath been feverely reproved, and for fome

time kept at a diftance : if the parent forgives him, and

receives him again into his favor, does not his being thus

freed from the fear of fuifering, leave full room for his con-

cern at the offence ? And does not a fenfe of his father's

love melt his heart more for having grieved fuch a parent,

than any terror upon his mind for the punifliment of the

crime ? He is immediately covered with confufion ; and
if there be in him any fpark of ingenuity, he is no fooner

forgiven of his father, than the tide of his affetlions returns

back with full force, and he can hardly forgive himfelf.

But notwithftanding this, as Chrift by his fuifcrings and
death delivered us from the wrath to come, fo by the flied-

ding of his precious blood, the heart is alio, as the fcrip-

ture exprefles it, fprinkled from an evil confcience. On
this important fubje6t, which leads us to the great princi-

ples of the fpiritual life, the following particulars are re-

commended to the ferious attention of the reader.

I. Through Jefus Chrift, and the whole of his under-

taking as Mediator of the new covenant, the glory and
honor of God is moil admirably promoted, and a perfedl

reparation made to his holy law which had been broken.

This mull needs be highly pleafmg to every convinced
fmner. As the juftice of God is thereby fatisfied, fo con-

fcience, which is God's vicegerent, and as it w^ere pleads

his caufe, is fatisfied by the fame means. The ground

of a fmner's diffatisfaftion with himfelf, is the diflionor

done to God. Muft it not, therefore, pleafe and fatisfy

him to fee thisdifhonor fo perfedlly removed, and fo much
of the divine glory finning in the work of redemption.

All the divine perfections appear there with diflinguilhed

luftre ; and muft not this be highly refrelhing to the par-

doned criminal ? The very holinefs and juftice of God,

which before were terrible to him, are now amiable. He
alfo contemplates and adores the divine wifdom, as it is to

be feen in the crofs of Chrift. We are told, that even the

celeftial hofts have new difcoveries of the wifdom of God
in this great defign of providence. *' To the intent that

*' now unto principalities and powers in heavenly places.,
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'* might be known by the church the manifold wifdom of

'' God."* How much more muil the interelled believer,

with peculiar complacency, approve and adore it ? But,

above all, it" that love and mercy which reigns throuo;h the

whole is .glorious to God, inufl it not be delightful to the

Chriftian ? God is love ; and his tender mercies are over

all his other v/orks ; but creating and preferving goodnefs

are fhaded and eclipfed by redeeming love. It is the

theme of the praifes of heaven, where Chrift, as the object

of worfhip, is reprefented as appearing " like a Lamb that

" had been flain.*'

2. Believers have peace of confcience through Chrift,

as their redemption through his blood ferves for their ov/n

humiliation and felf-abafement, for the manifefiation of the

evil of Im, and the vilenefs and unworthinefs of the fin-

ner. Nothing could be fo well contrived as the do6lrine

of the crofs, in its purity and fimplicity, to llain the pride

of all human glory. V/e are particularly called to deny

ourfelves, and to derive our woith and ftrength from our

Redeemer, in whom " it hath pleafed the Father, that all

'' fulnefs fhould dwell," and irom whofe fulnefs all his

difciples muft '* receive, and grace for grace." No hope

of mercy but through him. " I am the way, and the truth,

"• and the life : no man cometh unto the Father but by
" me.'*t " Neither is there falvation in any other: for

" there is none other name under heaven given among
*•' meri, whereby we mull be faved."]; No accefs to the

throne of grace or acceptance in worfhip, but through him

:

"-' In whom we have accefs with boldnefs and confidence,

" through the faith of him.jj And whatfoever ye do in

*' word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jefus,

*' giving thanks to God and the Father by him."^l No
hope of liability in duty, of ufefulnefs, or holinefs of con-

verfation, but by the continued exercife of faith in him.
*' Abid€ in me, and I in you ; as the branch cannot bear

" fruit of itfelf, exc pt it abide in the vine, no more can

• Eph. iii. 10. t Jchnxiv. 6. \ Aas iv. 12. || Eph. iii. 12.

^ Col. iii. 17.
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" ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the

" branches : he that abideth in me, and I in him, the

" iame bring;eth forth much fruit ; for without me ve can
" do nothing.''*

Hard fayinp^s and humbling doftrine indeed ! But this

is appeafing to the confciencc; for as confcience condemns
us as guilty and undeferving, this condemnation is ratifi-

ed in every particular by the gofpel. Thefe very circum-

ftances in this do6trine, which provoke the hatred, or in.

vite the contempt of worldly men, do but fo much the

more endear it to the convinced foul ; and he fays from

the heart, " It is highly juft and reafonabie that God alone
" fhould be exalted, and that he, through our Redeemer,
*' fliould have the whole praife of our recovery and falva-

*' tion." Agreeably to this it will be found, that the apof-

tles, in celebrating the grace of God, feldom omit an ex-

prefs condemnation of themfelves, and a renunciation of

all merit of their own, which indeed in every pafTage on
this fubjedl is manifefUy implied :

" For by grace ye are
" faved, through faith ; and that not of yourfelves, it is

*' the gift of God : not ofworks, left any man fliould boaft:

*' for we are hrs vvorkmanfliip, created in Chrifi Jefus un-
*' to good works, which God hath before ordained that we
" fliould walk in them.-}- Whereof I was made a minifler,

" according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me,
" by the effeftual working of his power. Unto me, who
" am lefs than the leaft of all faints, is this grace given,
" that \ fliould^ preach among the Gentiles the unfearcha-

" ble riches ofChrift/'X

3. Believers have peace from the challenges of an evil

confcience, through Chrift, as they have an abfolute af-

furance of being delivered from the power of fm, and ef-

fe(!tually enabled to glorify him with their fouls and with
their bodies, which are his. This muft be the mofl earnefl

defire of every convinced fmner. He breathes after de-

liverance from the bondage of fin : the more he hath felt

the weight of his chains, the more he longs to be free.

This is infeparable from genuine convictions, on the prin-

ciples above laid down. How much muft it contribute to

* Jcbn XV. 4.; 5. \ Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. % Eph. iii. 7, 8.
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compofe the confcience, to know that this defire fliall cer-

tainly be accompliflied ? However much caufe he may
have to condemn himfelffor his pall provocations, or to

dread the v/eaknefs of his O'vn refolutions of future amend-

ment, he knows and trufts in the power of his Redeemer.

He knows that henceforth he fliall not ferve fm, that its

dominion fi^iall be gradually broken through life, and en-

tirely deftroyed at death. As the end of Chrift's coming

was to glorify his heavenly Father, he knows that the glo-

ry of God cannot be promoted by leaving the fmner under

the bondage of corruption, and therefore that he fliall be

purified, and. made meet to be a "partaker of the inlie-

" ritance of the faints in light."

If we look with, care and attention into the New Tefla-

ment, we fhall perceive that there is- a clofe and mutual

connexion between our juftification and fanflification,

and that both are reprefented as the fruit of our Redeem-

er's purchafe :
" There is therefore now no condemna-

*' tion to them that are in Chrift Jelus, who walk not after

" the flefh but after the Spirit : for the law of the Spirit

*' of life in Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the law
" of fin and death : for what the law could not do, in

*' that it was weak through the flefli, God fending his own
" Son in the likenefs of fmful flefli, and for fin condemn-
*' ed fin in the ilefli."* All the bleffings of falvation are

reprefented as following one another in a continued chain

or feries, not one link of which can poffibly be broken :

*' For whom he did foreknow, he alfo did predefiinate to

" be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
" be the firfl-born among many brethren. Moreover,
" whom he did predefiinate, them he alfo called ; and
*' whom he called, them he alfo jufiified; and whom he

" jufi.ified, them he alfo glorified."f There is a cleanfing

and purifying virtue in the blood of Chrill, as well as an

infinite value in the way of purchafe and atonement

:

" For if the blood of bulls, and of goats, and the aflies of

*' an heifer fprinkling the unclean, fanctifieth to the pu-

" rif) ing of the flefli ; how much more fliall the blood of

" Chrill, who through the eternal Spirit offered himfelf

* Rom. viii. K 2, 3. t Rom. viii. 29, 30.
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" without fpot to God, purge your confcience from dead
" \vt)rks to I'erve the living God ?"*

None but real Chrillians, exercifed in the fpiritual life,

know the value or neceffity of the promifes of ftrength and

affiftance contained in the fcriptures. The glory of their

Redeemer's perfon, fpoken of in fo magnificent terms,

both in the Old Tellament and the Nev/, is furveyed b}!^

them with the mod exquifite delight. The power and
efficacy of his adminiftration is, to them, a fource of un-

fpeakable comfort. Under him, as the Captain of their

falvation, they " difplay their banners," and go forth

with undaunted courage to meet every oppofmg enemy,
believing that they fliall be " more than conquerors through
" him that loved them." Among many others, fee the

two following palTages :
*' O Zion that bringeft good

" tidings, get thee up into the high mountain : O Jerafa-
" lem, that bringeft good tidings, lift up thy voice vv^ith

" ftrength, lift it up, be not afraid : fay unto the cities

" of Judah, Behold your God. Behold, the Lord God
" will come with ftrong hand, and his arm ftiall rule for

" him : behold, his reward is with him, and his work be-
" fore him. He ftiall feed his Hock like a fhepherd ; he
" fliall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in
" his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe that are with
" young. I—Fear thou not, for I am with thee : be not
*' difmayed, for I am thy God : I will ftrengthen thee,
" yea, 1 will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the
*' right-hand of my righteoufnefs. Behold, all they that
*' were incenfed againft thee, fhall be afliamed and con-
" founded : they fhall be as nothing, and they that ftrive
'' with thee, ftiall perifti. Thou ftialt feek them, and
*' flialt not find them, even them that contended with
"thee : they that war againft thee, ftiall be as nothing,
*' and as a thing of nought. For I the Lord thy God will
*' hold thy right-hand, faying unto thee, Fear not, I v/ili

*' help thee."J:

* Heb. ix. 13, U. t If. xl. 9, 10, 11. \ If. xli. 10, H, 12, ir>.
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SECT. VII.

Hero the Christian is governed in his daily conversation.

BEFORE concluding this chapter, I fhall fpeak a feu-

words of the principles by which a believer is go-

verned in his after obedience. On this the reader may
obferve, that a change in his whole character and conduit,

immediately and neccffarily takes place. The love of

God is " filed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoil,"'

and is the commanding principle of all his future adlions.

It conllantiy difcovers its influence, except in fo far as^it

is refilled and countera6led by the remaining ilruggles ot

that " law in his members, which warreth againil the law
" of God in his mind." By the difcovery which he h;«th

obtained of the real nature and infinite amiablenefs of God,

his will is renewed ; he approves the things that are ex-

cellent, and gets fuch an im])refrion of the obligation of

the law of God, as cannot be afterwards effaced. So long,

however, as he continues under a load of unforgiven guilt,

and fees every perfedlion of God armed with tercor againil

himfelf, there can be little die than flavilh fear : but when
he hears a gracious promife of pardon ; when on examin-

ing the evidence, his doubt and uncertainty is removed ;

wiien he fees the righteous ground on which this forgive-

nefs is built, he lays hold of it as his own, and is united

to God by unfeigned love. This love, thou.i;h weak in

its meafure, is, notwithilanding, perfect in its nature, and

therefore powerful in its influence ; being at once a love

of eftcem, of gratitude, andofdefire.

The love of God is the firli prc-cept of the moral lav.',

and the firft duty of every intelligent creature ; but it is

eafy to fee, that unlefs our iove is nxed upon tiie true God,

it is fpuiious and unprofitable : and unleis the true God
is fcen in <•' the face of Jefus Ghrllt." for any (inner to

love him is impoinble : but through tiie glorious gofpel,

the new nature is efl'e6lually produced, and cannoi be {pro-

duced in any other way. It is Clirilt Jefus who revcalr>

to us the true God, the knowledge of v\ horn we had loih

" No man hath feen God at anytime; the oaiy begotten
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" Son, which is In the bofom of the Father, he hath de-

" clared him."* It is he who makes our peace with God,

whom we had offended by our tranfgrellions ; for " being
" judified by faith, we have peace with God through our
" Lord Jefus Chrill."-|- And it is he who reconcileth our

minds to God, by difcovering his mercy to us ; fo that he

might well fay of himfelf, " I am the way, and the truth,

*' and the life ; no man cometh unto the Father but by
" me."j:

I might eafily fhew, that the love of God is the fource,

the fam, and the perie6lion of holinefs. All other duties

naturally flow from it; nay, all other duties are nothing

elfe but the neceflary expreffions of it. But inftead of en-

tering into a particular detail, fufFer me only to obferv^

thefe two things ; Firll, that a believer is under the con-

fiant influence of gratitude to God ; and, fecondly, That
this includes in it, and will certainly produce, the moft
fincere and fervent love to all his fellow- creatures.

I. x\ believer is under the conRant influence of grati-

tude to God, and that not of a comimon kind. It is not
merely thankfulnefs to a bountiful and liberal benefador,

for mercies which have not been deferved, but a deep
fenfe of obligation to a Saviour, who loved him, and wafh-

ed him in his own blood from the guilt he had contrafted

;

who faved him by his own death from the dreadful penal-

ty V\?hich he had incurred. What the influence of this

mud be, v/e may gather from the words of the apoftle

Paul, '' For the love ofChrlft conflraineth us, becaufe w^e
" thus judge, Tliat if one died for all, then were all dead ;

" and that he died for all, that they which live fhould not
'* henceforth live unto diemfelves, but unto him which
*' died for them, and rofe again.

I cannot immediately drop this fubje<5l, but Intreat the

reader to obferve how deeply a fenfe of redeeming love
mud be engraven on the heart ofevery believer. On how-
many circumftances will he expatiate, which ferve to

magnify the grace of God, and point out the force of his

own obligations ? The infinite greatnefs and glory of

* John i. 13. t Rom. V. 1. \ John xiv. 6.

Vol. r. H h
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God, independent and all-fufficient, that he fliould have

compidflion on the guilty finner, and Iky, " Deliver him

." from going down into the pit ; I h.ive found a ranfoni."

O, how piercing thofe rays of love, which could reach

lioiii the Godhead to man ! To this he will never fail to

add his own unworthinefs, his numerous, aggravated,

repeated provocations. He never lofes fight of thofe fins

Avhich lirll compelled him to fly for refuge " to the hope

" fet before him.'' His own interefl obliged him to re-

member them before, as ex|->ofing him to condemnation,

and he is now willing to confefs and record them, as ferv-

•ing to illudrate the divine mercy.

And let us never forget the unfpeakable gift of God,
" that he fpared not his own fon, but delivered him up for

'' us all." How (hall we fufficiently wonder at the bound-

lefs mercy of the Father, and the infinite condefcenfion of

the Son, when we refle^l upon his incarnation, and on

the aftonifhing end of his appearance in our nature, that

he might " bear our fins in his own body on the tree."

Did he overcome all his enemies in his laft: conflict, and
" makeafliew of them openly, triumphing over them in'

" his crofs ?" And fliall he not alfo, by the fame means,

reign in his people's hearts, and be the fovereign Lord of

all their affciStions ?

To all this, I iliall only add that glorious inheritance,

which is provided for every " vefiel of mercy," after he

hath pafled his preparatory trials. How well may we join

widi the apoftle Peter in this folemn form of thankfgiving,

" BleiTed be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrill,

" which, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten

" us again by the refurredlion of Jefus Chrift from the

" dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and
" that fadeth not away."* Now, when all thefe circum-

ftances are confiderecl by the believer, together with fuch

as may be peculiar to himfelf and his own paft condu(^^,

muft he not be ready to cry out, " Lord, what wilt thou

" have me to do ! O that I knew how I might repay fomc

".fmall part of my infinite obligations ! O that 1 knew by

* 1 ret. i. 3, 4.
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*' what means,, or at what expence I might magnify and
" do thee honor ! Write thy laws in my heart, and put

" them in my inward parts, and enable me in every poi-

" fible way to fhevv that I love thee, becaufe thou hail firll

" loved me."
2. This plainly includes in it, and will certainly pro-

duce the moll lincere and fervent love to his fellow-crea-

tures. As love to God is the firfl, fo love to man is the

fecond commandment of the moral law. We have our

Lord's own authority for faying it is " like" unto the firll;

and that love which " worketh no ill to his neighbour" is

the " fulfilling of the law." Every one is ready to ac-

knowledge, that love to man is an important branch of

practical religion. But many great pleaders for this duty

do not fufficiently attend to its infeparable connexion

with the love of God, and in particular, with a fenfe of

redeeming love, or the love of God in Chrill : Yet is there

no fuch principle of univerfal love any where to be found ?

In order to take a fhort view of this, it will be propet

to dillinguilh our brethren of mankind into the two gene-

ral clafl'es of bad men and good. As to bad men, the fame
love to God, the fame concern for his glor}^, which fills

the Chrillian with grief and indignation at their mod da-

ring offences, infpires the moil ardent defire for their re-

covery and lalvation. This is the only love to them which

is either acceptable to God or profitable to themfelves.

It will fhew itielf in all the offices of kindnefs and huma-
nity ; in inllryfting them where there is ability, admo-
nilhing them where there is opportunity, and in pleading

for them at the throne of grace, to which there is always

undiiiurbed accefs. The believer, knowing the danger

of fin, and having a prolpedt of approaching eternity, is

moved with compalfion for blind and inconfiderate fin-

ners. Their conduct leads him to reflect upon the de-

pravity of his own nature, and earneilly to pray, that they

may be partakers of divine grace.

He that loveth God is under little temptation to hate his

brother ; or rather, in fo far as he loveth God fincerely,

he is under none at all. Hatred commonly arifeth from

envy and rival purfuits. But a. Chriilian, more than
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fi\tisfied with his own portion, hath no occafion to envy
others, either what they poilefs or profeciite. In what a

contemptible lij^ht does he look upon the honors, riches

and pleafures, about which there is fo violent a fuii;:;gle

among worldly men ? It is impoflible, therefore, that he

iliould hate thofe who do not interfere with him, though in

many cafes he is difpofed heartily to pity their folly and

deluiion.

Nay, the matter does not even reft here, for the Chrifti-

an is laid under the moft: exprefs command to " love his"

perfonal " enemies, to blefs them that curfe him, to pray
••' for them who defpitefully ufe him and perfecute liim."

This is the glory of the gofpel, which gives the doctrine

of Chrift a luilre far fuperior to the moll admired fyftems

of human virtue. And however hard a faying it may ap-

pear at firft view, when we confider the chara£ler and
hopes of a penitent finner, and the example of his expi-

ring Saviour, it hath nothing ftrange or incredible in it at

all : That he, who expedls, from the free grace of God,
pardon for his innumerable and aggravated offences, fhould

be ready to forgive the far {lighter trefpafles of hTs brethren

againft himfelf. Or rather, that he fliould take the highefl

plcafure, and think it his honor to do fo, when he remem-
bers his Redeemer's dying words, " Father, forgive tliem,

" for they know not what they do."

As to good men, there is no manner of difficulty : they

are united together by the tendereft and the llrongefl ties,

and love one another with a pure heart fervently. It was
no v/onder, that when Chrillianity was in a perfecutcd

Hate, the heathens fliould make the reniark, " Behold how
" thefe Chridians love one another !" They had a com-
mon charaQer, a common Saviour, common fufferings,

and common hopes. And mufl: it not be the fimie itill ?

for " all that will live godly in Chrift Jefiis mull fuffer per-
*' fecution." If they are not perfecutcd with the fwords,

they iliall be perfecuted with the tongues of men. They
have the ftrongeft motives to love one another, and no-

thing to divide them, for there can be no rivalfliip or jea-

loufy between thofe who polTefs or court the " true rich-

*'es." There is enough in an all-fufficient God to Huisfy



On Regeneration. -249

the defires of all his faints ; and they beuig intimately

united to the one only living and true God, mufl: of con-

fequence be united to one another. This is the tenor of

their Saviour's intercelfory prayer :
" That they all may

*' be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee ; that

" they alfo may be one in us : that the world may believe

*' that thou hail fent me. And the glory which thou gaveft

*' me, I have given them : that they may be one, even

" as we are one. I in them, and thou in me, that they

" may be made perfect in one, and that the world may
*' know that thou hall fent me, and hail loved them as

*' thou hail loved me."*

CONCLUSION.

SHALL now dofe this dilcourfe with fome pra6lical

improvement of thefe important truths. Several re-

fle^lions have, indeed, already been interwoven with the

particular branches of the fubjeft, and the light which they

throw on other parts of religion pointed out. I fliall,

therefore, at this time, only make a few obfervations up-

on the whole, and proceed to a ferious addrefs to all my
readers on this mod interefling fubjeft. And,

ill, From the various truths above eilablifhed, and the

order in which they have been opened, we may lee the

indiilbluble connexion between falvation by the grace of

God, and holinefs in heart and converfation. We may
fee their equal importance and their influence upon one

another. There are many who attempt to divide thofe

things which God hath inieparably joined. Many infill

only on the duties of the law of God and our natural

obligations to obedience ; and are hardly brought to any
mention of the righteoufnefs ofChrifl, as the ground of a

fmner's acceptance before God. Nay, fome fcruple not

to affirm that the dodtrine of junification by free grace, or

* John xvij. 21, 22, 23.
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a fmner's being found in Chrifi:, not having his ov/n

righteoLilViefs, weakens the obligation to holinefs, and

tends to introduce licentioufnefc of" pradice. But from

what hath been faid in the above difcourfe, we may learn,

not only in general tlie abfolute necefhty of a change, but

hov/ this ftands connected with the purchafe and gift of

falvation, the chara(^ler and work of a Redeemer. It will

plainly appear, that a change in fome refpecls is neceflary

to bring us to, and in others is the ncceffary effed and

confequence of, the acceptance of falvation.

I have endeavored in the preceding pages to Ihew, that

a difcovery of the nature and glcry of God, and of the

infinite evil of fin, is abfolutely neceffary, in order to our

either underftanding or relilhing the dotlrine of the crofs.

What is this then, but a change begun ? Muft not the do-

minion of lin in every fuch perfon have received a mortal

blow ? Doth any thing more diredlly tend to holinefs,

than to fee the power and glory of a holy God, and how
*' evil and bitter a thing" it is to depart from him ? On
the other hand, is it not neceffary to complete tlie change,

that there be a knk of reconciliation and peace ? '^ Can
' two walk together except they be agreed ?" Can any

p^^rfon live in the love and fervice of God, while he con-

ceives him to be his enemy, and fuppofes himfelf (1111 the

objed of his wrath and difpleafure ? But fuppofmg this

reconciliation obtained, let me boldly aflv. What motive

to holinefs in all manner of converfation, equal to the

force of redeeming love ."* Judge, O Chriflian, will any

cold reafoning on the nature and beauty of virtue have

fuch an effedi in mortifying corruptions, as a believing

view of a pierced Saviour : Where fliall we find fo faith-

ful, fo active, fo chearful a fervant of God, as one v\ho

joins v.'ith the apoflle Paul in faying, '' I am crucified

*' with Chrifi : neverthelefs I live ; yet not I, but Chrift

.

" liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the fiefli,

" I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
*' and gave himfelf for me."* Faith in Chrifi Jefus never

can take place in any heart, unlefs there has been an in-

* Cul. n. 20.
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lernal work of the Spirit of God tedifying of him ; and

there is no efFeftual principle of new obedience, but faith

.which worketh by love.

2. What has been faid above, v/ili fcrve to explain fome

controverfies with which the truths of the gofpel have

been often darkened and perplexed ; particularly thoffe

relating to the priority, or right of precedency, fo to f'peak,

between faith, and repentance. Some make repentance,

that is, as they explain it, forrow for fin, ferious refoluti-

ons of i'orfaking it, and begun reformation, the joint

grounds of our acceptance, v/ith the merit of a Saviour.

Thefe, v/ith great plaulibility, Itate the matter thus : That

our fincerity is accepted through the fatisfadlion of Chril}-,

inftead of that perfedt obedience to which we cannot now
attain ; and, when taken in a certain light, this aflertion

is undoubtedly true. Others, difcerning the falfhood that

iiiiay lurk under this reprefentation, and fearing the confe-

quences of every felf-righreous plan, are tempted to go to

the oppofite extreme. That they might fhew falvation to

be wholly of grace, fome have even prefumed to ufe this

harfli and unfcriptural expreffion, that it is not neceffary

to forfake lin in order to come to Chrifi:. I could fliew a

fenfe in wbich this alfo is true, even as it is not neceflary

to forfake your difeafe, in order to apply to the phyfician.

But if it is not neceffary to forfake it, I am fure it is ne-

ceiTary, in both cafes, to hate it, and delire ckliverance

from it.

This difficulty will be eafily folved from what has been

faid in the preceding parts of this treatife, and we may
learn to preferve the truth, without expofing it to the fcorn

or refentment of its enemies. The reader may obferve,

then, that none can fee the form or comelinefs of a Savi-

our ftanding in the room of fmners, and purchafmg for-

givenefs from a holy God, till the glory of this God is dif-

covered, till the guilt of fin lays hold of the confcience, and

its power is both felt and lamented. This may, perhaps be

called repentance, and I believe it is called fo fometimes in

the holy fcriptures, particularly in the following pallage :

" Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your fins

" may be blotted out, when the times of refrefliing Hull
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*' come from the prefcnce of the Lord."* But the riuner

does not h properly forfake fin in order to come to Chriil,

as he flies to him for deliverance from its condemning
guilt and enflaving power. He is fo far from coming to

God with a giit in his hand, even of his own prayers and
penitential tears, that his convidions continue to follow

him, if 1 may fpcak fo, through every lurking place, till he

is entirely fubjeded, till he is (Iript naked and bare, and
deprived of every fliadow of excufe. Then it is that fal-

vation through a defpifed crucified Saviour becomes un-

ipeakably amiable in all it parts, fin becomes more per-

fe6lly hateful, and an alFured profpeQ is obtained of its im-

mediate m.ortification, and, in due time, of its entire and
complete deftruftlon. Thus faith and repentance are in-

volved in one another, they produce, and are produced

by one another. They may be treated of diitindlly, but

they cannot exid feparately. So that whenever any of

them is found alone, or Hands independent of tlie other,

that very thing is a fufficient evidence that it is lalfe and
fpurious.

3. From what has been faid on diis fiibjedt, we, may
be enabled to judge what are the fundamental and eitential

dodrines of the gofpel, to which all others are but fubordi-

nate and fubfervient. Regeneration, or the New Birtlj,

we are warranted to fay, after the example of our Saviour,

is abfolutely neceffary to falvation :
" Except a man be

*' born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God." Jf

any man, therefore, depart from this truth, he makes fliip-

wrcck of the faith, and will at laft be found to fight againft;

God. It is alfo plain, that the reconciliation of a linner

to God mufi: be through the blood of the atonement :

'' For other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid,

" which is Jefus Chrift."| If any man hold by, and
build upon, this great foundation, he fhall be finally ac-

cepted, though many things may be found in him jufily

blame-worthy. Nor is it eafy, indeed, to fay what degree

of error and mifapprehenfion concerning thefe truths

themfelves, may be confiflcnt with abiding by the fub-

^ * Aas iii. 1?. ] \ Cor. ili. 11.
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ftance. But certainly all who diredl}^ and openly oppofe

them, may be laid " to bring in damnable herefies, even
" denying the Lord that bought them, and to bring upon
'* themfelves fvvifi deflrudlion."*

This may teach us, what judgment Chriftians ought to

form of the many parties and faftions which divide the

vifibie church. There may be fmaller differences, which

keep them afunder on earth, while, in faith and in love

to an unfeen Saviour, they are perfectly united. We are

told that God fhall gather his eleit from the four w inds,

and that " many fliall come from the eail and weil, and
" (liall fit down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, in

" the kingdom of heaven."! 1 always think with much
pleafure on the perfedl union of this great and general af-

fembly of the church of the firft born. Then, all other

diftindlions, all other defignations, ftiall be aboliflied, and
thofe (liall make one pure and unmixed fociety, who have

received " a white itone and a new name," and " whofe
" names are written in the Lamb's book of life." The
profpei^i: of this fhould keep us from immoderate refent-

ment, at prefent, againft any of whom we have reafon to

think that they hold the foundation, are acquainted with

real and praftical religion, or have had experience of di,

faving change.

No man, indeed, can deny it to be juR, that every one
fliould endeavor to fupport that plan of the difcipline and
government of the church of Chrili, and even the mirmteft

parts of it, which appear to him to be founded upon the

word of God. ' But Hill found dodrine is more to be ei-

teemed than any form. Still we ought to confider the ex-

cellence of every particular form, as confifting in its fitnefs

to promote or preferve the knowledge of the truth, and to

carry on a work of illumination, conviction, and conver-

fion, to the faving of the foul. Would any Chriflian flievv

that he is of a truly catholic difpofition, let him difcover a

greater attachment to thofe even of different denominati-

ons, W'ho feem to bear the image of God, than to profane

perfonSj be their apparent or pretended principles v/hat;

* 2 Petoii, h t MeiU. Tiii. ii.

Voi. L li
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they will. Let us pay fonie rej::ard to other diftinclions,

but flill the greateft regard to the moil important of all dif-

tindtions, that of faints and finners.

4. As this great difiindion divides the whole human
race, and is fo very important in its confequences, let me
earneftly intreat every one who peruleth this treatife, to

bring the niatter to a trial v/ith regard to himfelf. Anfwer
this queflion in ferioufnefs, Whether do you belong to the

one clafs or the other ? We are dropping into the grave

from day to day, and our ftate is fixed beyond any pofli-

bility of change. What aflcnlfning folly to continue in

uncertainty whether we fliall go to heaven or hell, whe-

ther v.'e fhall be companions of angels, or afibciates with

blafpheming devils, to all eternity. Nothing, therefore,

can be more falutary, than that you make an impartial

fearch into your prefent charafter and ifate. If you have

ground to conclude that you are at peace with God, what

an unfpeakable fource of joy and confolation ? If other-

wife, there is no time to lofe in hallening from the brink

of the pit. May I not with fome confidence make this

demand of every reader, that he would fet apart fom^time

and apply with vigour and earneflnefs to the duty of

felf-examination ? Is not this demand reafonable ? What
injury can you fuffer by complying with it ; Will confci-

ence permit any to continue unreproved in the negle<!l of

it ? Have you read fo much on the fubjeft of regeneration,

and are you unwilling to reap the benefit of it ? Let every

one, without exception, take up or renew this grand en-

quiry, " Am I in Chrift ? That is, am I a New Creature

" or not ? Am 1 a child of God ? or do I ftill continue au
*' heir of hell?"

5. As it is more than probable there will be fome read-

ers who are, or have reafon to fufpeft, themfelves unre.

newed, I would now come as an ambafliidor from Chrift,

and endeavor to negociate peace. Wherefore " as though
" God did befeech you by me, I pray you in Chriil's

" {lead, be ye reconciled unto God."* While I attempt

this, 1 defire to do it under a juft impreffion of the great

^ * 2 Cor V. 20.
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and principal truths, which have been illuftrated on this

lubjedl, 1 know that this change is a work of the Holy

Spirit of grace ; that he only can bring a clean thing out

of an unclean ; that without his effedlual bleffing, the

cleareft and mofl conclufive reafoning direded to the un-

derftanding, the molt warm and pathetic application to the

aflPedions, will be altogether fruitlefs. I know that great

natural abilities are often perverted and abufed, that the

foundefl reafon in worldly things, and the moll brutifh

folly in matters of eternity, are often joined together. That

men may be learned fcholars, eminent politicians, aftive

merchants, Ikilful tradefmen, and yet blinded finners,

whom no inftrudion can enlighten, whom no warning

can alarm. But I know and believe, at the fame time,

that God ^' whom I ferve with my fpirit in the gofpel of

" his Son," is able to make " his word quick and power-
" ful, fharper than a two-edged fvvord, piercing even to the

" dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and of the joints and
*' marrow, and a difcerner of the thoughts and intents of

*' the heart."* There is an exprefs appointment that the

wicked ftiall " receive warning," and in this way alone

the watchman can " deliver his own foul." It is alfo a-

greeable to refle6l, that when God giveth " a door of ut-

" terance," he is alfo often pleafed to give " a door of faith,"

which I pray may be the cafe with many who read this dif-

courfe, for Chrift's fake.

Let me, therefore, repeat in your ears this truth, and

may God Almighty by his Spirit carry it to your hearts,

that " except a man be born again, he cannot enter into

" the kingdom of God." Every child of Adam, by na-

ture, is at enmity with God, and muft either be renewed

in the fpirit of his mind, or perifh eternally. It is of no

confequence what you are as to outward ftation, if you are

not reconciled to God ; it is of no confequence what you

are as to outward profeffion, if you are not inwardly

changed. God is no refpecler ofperfons, and, therefore,

whether you are high or low, rich or poor, whether you

are of one denomination of Chrillians or another, if yoa

* Heb. iv. 12,
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bave not been the fubjeCls of a renewing and fanflifying

work of the Holy Spirit, you are children of wrath, and,

if you die in that condition, muft " go awav into everlafl:.

" ing puniflinient." To reflect ferioufly but for a few

moments on this truth, and that every one of us is fc deep-

ly corxerned in it, one would think mi^rht be fufficient to

alarm us all, either for ourfelves or for others, or for both.

Who could imagine that this weak fiefh, 10 frail in its na-

ture, and lb eafily taken to pieces, fhould yet fo harden

us againft the imprefTion of approaching eternity : But is

there any hope of relief? Yes there is, and that as univer-

fal as the danger. The commiflion is unlimited, " Go
'^ ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
*' Creature."*

In order to make this exhortation the more diHinfl and
effeclual, I ihall endeavor to addrefs it in a particular and
feparate manner to the following clafles : The Ri-ch and
the Poor ; the Young and the Old ; the Self-righteous and
the Chief of Sinners.

J would preach the everlafting gofpel to the Rich and
J^ffluent, on whom (as the world choofes to exprefs if) for-

tune fmiles, who are well and plentifully fupplied with

every prefent conveniency. The proplict Jeremiah, in

trying the fuccefs of his meflage, fays, " 1 will get me un-
'' to the great men, and will fpeak uiito them."| It is,

indeed, a matter of no fmaft dimculty often to perfuade

fuch to hear the truths of the gofpel. Let them not be of-

fended v/hile I mention the words of our blefled Saviour,

" Verily I fay unto you, that a rich man fhall hardly en-
*•' ter into the kingdom oF heaven." And again, *' I fay

'- unto you, it is eafier for a camel to go through the eye of

" a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom
" of God."^ When the world is pleafant and inviting,

it is ready to ingrofs our attention, to pofTefs our elleem,

. and to attract our homage. Worldly grandeur is very

ready to infpire the mind with pride and felt luiticienc)\

which is, of all ether things, the moll deltruclive of real

religion, and which is particularly oppofite to the hum-

* Marl xvi. 15. f Jer. v. 5. \ Matt. xix. 23, 24.
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bling and felf-abafmg doctrine of falvatlon by grace. The
great and fafliionable world is flill in danger of the offence

©f the crofs. Denying themfelves, bearing profane fcorn,

mortifying the flefli, loving and following a crucified maf-

ter, are hard leflbns, indeed, to men of wealth and afHu-

ence.

But fuffer me to warn all fuch, not to " trafl in uncer-

" tain riches." Place not your happinefs in fo unftable

a pofTeffion. How flron?7, as well as how juft, the wife

man's expreffions !
" Wilt thou fet thine eyes upon that

" which is not : for riches certainly make themfelves

" wings, they fly away as an eagle towards heaven,"*

—

Behold, I preach the gofpel to you, and offer you the true

riches. However pride may make you fondly flatter

yourfelves, however your greatnefs or wealth may deter

others from treating you v/ith plainnefs and fincerity, you

are finners of the race of Adam, you are loll in him by

nature, you are tranfgreifors in praftice, and liable to di-

vine wrath, from which there is no fhelter but in the

blood of Chrift. It is but a very little time that your

worldly greatnefs can endure. Death fliall write vanity

on all created glory ; and nothing elfe fliall fcreen you

from the wrath of the Almighty Judge in the hft and great

day. There the rich and the poor, the prifoner and the

oppreffor, fhall Hand upon a level before the Maker of

them all. Embrace then, while you may, the mercy of

God. Put on the fpotlefs robe of your Redeemer's righte-

oufnefs, and value it more than purple and ftne linen,

or the moll collly attire. Seek the bread of life which

came down from heaven, and value it more highly than

the mod fufnptuous and delicate fare. Be not afhamed of

a crucified Saviour. Endure with a noble firmnefs the

difdainful fmiles of a fcofiing world. O ! how amiable is

the union of high ftation and piety, honor and humility,

wealth and felf-denial, with a refolute profeffion of the

gofpel 1 Blefled is the memory of Jofeph of Arimathea, an

honorable man, and a counfellor, Vv^ho boldly begged, and

honorably interred the body of our Lord, after it had been

* Prov. xxiii. 5.
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cruciiledr.t the InAi.c^ation of corrupt prielis, and pierced

by the inhumanity of brutal foldiers. Alay the Lord God
of nature blefs and increafe your fubflance, and make
every thing you do to profper, but in his mercy deliver

you from defpifing the gofpel, dying impenitent, and lift-

ing up your eyes in torments.

2. Let me preach this gof|)el to the Poor. It was ihe

glory of the j;ofpel that it was preached to the Poor, and

given by our Saviour himfelf as one of the marks of the

Mefiiah's arrival, that " the gofpel was preached to the

" Poor." Very fuitable was this to their ftate, good news
v;cre brought to them in their diftrefs. But think not,

my brethren, that your being poor is enough of itfelf. It

may, indeed, preferve you from many temptations to

which the rich are expofed, and it ought, one would think,

to conftrain you to feek to be rich towards God. But,

alas ! this is not always the cafe, and, when it is other-

wife, how does it make every confiderate heart bleed with

compafTion and tendernefs ! C) ! unhappy they who are

both poor and profane, miferable in time and miferable to

eternity, defpiied on earth, and outcafts forever. Pitia-

ble cafe indeed !

But does not the Saviour of Tinners befeech you to be

reconciled unto God. He intreats you to come unto him
that you may have life. He regardeth not the perfons of

men, but values a precious immortal fpirit as much in a

mean cottage as in a fplendid palace. Your rags and na-

kednefs can be no hindrance to your obtaining his favor.

He counfels you " to buy of him gold tried in the fire,

'' that you may be rich ; and white raiment, that you may
" be clothed." But O ! confider that you are naturally

much more loathfome by fin than by poverty. Humble
yourfelves deeply in the fight of God. Fly for refuge to

lay hold of the hope fet before you. Accept of a free par-

.don of all your fins through the blood of Chriil, and of

his Holy Spirit to enable you to love and ferve him. Re-

joice ia your portion as all-fufficient and full, and in the

covenant of peace, as " ordered in all things, and fure."

£oin the fpirit of adoption to your reconciled Father in

X^hrifl, and aflv of hini your daily bread. Do not envy
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the profperity oP others ; fmce it is not material whether

you fhall live in plenty and fleep on a bed of down, or

live in llraits and lie on a dunghill, compared to v hat

fhall become of you forever. But, above all, be not fo

mad as to envy finners an unfim'^tified profperity. Rather,

when you fee a man of opulence dtfpifmg the fabbath, or

hear a wretch in a gilded chariot profaning his Creator's

name, be ready to fay, " Shall 1 complain of poverty,

" when my Lord and mailer had not where to lay his

*' head ? No, let me, on the contrary, blefs that adverfity

*' which caufed me toconfidcr. Let me be very thankful
*' for that humble ftation which gives me accefs to com-
" munion with God, and does not v/alle my time with
" crouds of company. Who knoweth whether 1 Ihould

" have retained my integrity, if 1 had been conllantly fur-

** rounded with profane gaiety, fwimming in pleafure,

" befieged by flatterers, folicited by fenfualills, bcfet with
" temptations ? O that I may be pofFefTed of the pearl of
" great price, reconciled to God, united to Chrill, adorned
*' with Divine grace, and that I may be my Redeemer's
*' at his fecond coming."

3. I would preach the gofpel to thcfe who are but yet

.

in the Morning of life. This is the moft pleafaiit and
hopeful part of a minifter's work. Happy are you, my
dear Children, who have been fo early called into God's

vineyard, but infinitely more happy, if you are inv/ardly

and fully determined to comply with the call. 1 befeech

you "" Rem.ember your Creator in the days of your youth,

" while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,

" when you Ihall fay you have no pleafure in them."*—

.

Early piety is exceeding lovely in the eyes of the fober

part of mankind, highly acceptable to God, and will be

infinitely profitable to yourfelves. Be not enticed with

the deceitful promifes and falfc pretences of worldly en-

joyments, v/hich are fo ready to inflame your paffions,

and fo warmly folicit your love. Believe the teilimony

of all, without exception, who have gone before you, and

have left this record written on created comforts, that

* Ecclef. xii. 1. •
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they are " vanity and vexation of fpirit." Believe it,

yoii have entered on a world of fin and forrow. You
may feel tlie eariy flirrings of corruption in yoLirfelves,

and fee its manifefl and manifold fruits, both in your-

Jelves aiid others. Alas ! are there not fome young per-

iods wboleini, as their firll lan;j;ua^e, to blafpheme their

Maker's name ? Many children who cannot work, are

expert in fuming. Alas ! your hearts are naturally far

from God. You " go allray as foon as you are born,
'' ipeaking lies."

Be perfuaded, therefore, to fly to the blood of Chrift,

the precious blood ofChrill, "who loved you, and gave
" himfclf for you." He died upon the crofs to fave yoa

from the hell which you have deferved by your fins ; and
he gracioufly invites you, faying, " Suffer the little chil-

" dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of fuch

•' is the kingdom of God."* Bleffed are thofe children,

who, like their Saviour, advance in wifdom as in flature,

and " in favor with God and man." Let young perfoiis

in general remember, as they are growing up, that all the

early opportunities of infi:ru61ion which they have enjoy-

ed, efpecially fuch as have been brought up under the in-

fpeftion of pious parents, will greatly aggravate their guilt,

if they continue to defpife them. For this reafon fome, I

wilh 1 could not fay many, are old in fin, when they are

hut young in years. Wherefore, without further delay,

betake yourfelves to God in Chrift ; learn and love your

Ilcdeemer's name, and let the life that you live in the ^t?ii^

be a life of faith on the Son of God and only Saviour of

the world. Your early entrdnce on a religious life will

make you regular, eftabliflied, ufeful, fruitful Chrillians.

If you are to continue long in the world, it will greatly

contribute to the fweetnefs and ferenity of life ; and if it

be the will of God that you fliould ;lie foon, it will make
you meet for the inheritance of the faints in light. There
is fomething very terrible in the death (often the unex-

pected death) of young perfons, in the bloom or middle of

life, plunged in fenfuality, inflamed with lull, and bent

^ * Mark x. 14.
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on fin of every kind. But, blefled be God, there are alfo

fome agreeable iullances of young faints quickly ripened

by divine grace, thoj-oughly mellowed by early affli(Jtion,

refigning the world, not with fubmifiion only, but pleafure,

and taking wing to a land of reil and peace, where " the

" inhabitants fhall not fay, I am fick :" and " the people
" that dwell therein fliall be forgiven their iniquity."*

4. I muft now preach the gofpel to thofe who are Old,

who having gone through many viciffitudes, are perhaps

tottering upon the brink of the grave, and drawing near to

*' the houfe appointed for all living." And I do it becaufe

my office obliges me to preach the gofpel to every creature.

There is but little pleafure in addreffing fuch, becaufe

there is but little hope of fuccefs. May I not fuppofe,

that fome one, or more, may be led to perufe this difcourfe,

who have many years refifted the calls of the gofpel, and
have been long accuftonied to diO evil. Vv^hat caufe have

you to admire the mercy of God, that you are not now
" in the lake v/hich burns with fire and brimflone for ever-

" more ?" Have you not followed many of your equals

in age to the church-yard, and committed their bodies to

the dud ? What preparation have you made, in confe-

quence of the reprieve allowed you, and the admonitions

given you ? Hear then, once more, the joyful found : Be-
lieve in the name of the Son of God, that you may have
life through his name. Fly to his blood, that you may
obtain the forgivenefs of your fins, and an inheritance a-

mong them who are fandlified. He, and none elfe, is able

to deliver you. Cry to him, that he may breathe upon
the dry bones, and they fhall live. Though you are hard-

ened in profanity, though you are befotted in fenfuality,

though earthly-mindednefs has overfpread you like a lep-

rofy, his right-hand and his holy arm will get him the vic-

tory. He is able to create you anew unto good works

;

and, as you are already monuments of his patience and
forbearance, to make you to eternity the happy monu-
ments of his fovereign and almighty grace. Is there now
any remaining objection ? Is there yet any room for far-

If. xxxiii. 24.

Vol. I.
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ther delay ? Hath not time flied its hoary hairs upon your

heads, and drawn its furrows upon your brows ? Make
hafte then, and fly for your lives, left you lie down in for-

row, and make your bed in hell.

5. Let me preach the gofpel to the Self-righteous. By
the felf-righteous, I mean thofe who truft in an outward,

lifelefs form of duties, in a character formed upon worldly

prudence, and a few of the moft common ofiices of civi-

lity between man and man ; efpecially thoi'e, if any fuch

have perfilled in reading this difcourfe to the clofe, who
defpife the dodlrines of the grace of God. Do any of you

lean to the fafhionable fcheme of irreligious, pretended

morality ; and when you are at liberty, treat the doftrine

of free grace, and of Chrift's righteoufnefs and merit, with

contempt and fcorn. As the full foul loatheth the honey-

comb, fo the felf-righteous foul fpurns at the riches of di-

vine mercy, and likes not the inceflant repetition of the

name of Chrifl. Your guilt is of the darkeft and deepefl

dye. Your danger it is impoflible to conceive or exprefs.

What views have you in drawing near to a holy God in

folemn worfliip ? Or what meeting do you expe6l/with

God, when he fitteth upon the throne of his hoiinefs in the

day of judgment ? Do you ever, though in the llightefl;

manner, make confcience ofthe duty of felf-examination ?

May I not have fome hold of you by that quarter ? What
fatisfa£lion have you in your own hearts ? Dare you tell

us now what palfes there? O the power of felf-deceit! You
would be covered with confufion, did but the world know

the foul pollution that lodges within you : how much lefs

Ihall you be able to ftand, the Hri6l and impartial judgment

of the great Searcher of hearts ?

Do but open the book of God, and what page will not

condemn you ? This fentence ftands uncancelled againft

you, " Gurfed is every one, that continueth not in all

.

*' things that are written in the book of the law to do them.
*' Out of your own mouths will you be judged, ye wick-

*' ed fervants. Thou that makeft thy boaft of the law,

" through breaking the law, diflionoreft thou God V*

Bring forth your boafted morality, and let it be put to

the tSil. Will you, or dare you fay, ^' I have loved the
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f' Lord with all my heart, with all my foul, with all my
'' mind, and with all my ftrength ?" Will you lay, I

have loved his worfliip, and ferved him in public, in my
family, and in fecret, and I hope he will accept of it ? I

think I am authorifed to anfwer in his name, " Was it

" worihipping me to be fmging pfalms with your mouths,

*' and not once remembering their meaning ? to be think-

" ing of an hundred vain things when you were in the

" houfe of God ? To be praifmg without thankfulnefe,

" confefling without forrow, and aflcing bleffings without

" defiring them ; and to be more attentive to the faces and
" dreffes of others around you, than to the frame of your

" own hearts ? Was it hearing my word, to be criticifmg

" the itile and manner of the fpeaker, and laying hold,

" with the utmoll eagernefs, of every improper motion or

" ill-chofen exprefiion, as a fund of entertainment for your-

" felves and your companions over your cups and bowls ?

" Or do you call your carelefs, hafty, drowfy prayers, with

" long intermiffions, worfhipping me in fecret ?"

But perhaps you will rather choofe to truft to the duties

of the fecond table, and what you owe to your neighbour.

Perhaps you will fay, I have been honeft in all my deal-

ings, and never wronged any man : nay, I have been

kind and charitable, have dealt my bread to the hungry,

and fupplied the wants of the afflicted and poor. I anfwer,

in the name of God, " Many have been your defedls even
" in thefe duties ; but fuppofmg it to be {o, you have not
" feared me. It might be from pride, from fear of cen-

" fure, from prudence ; but it was not in obedience to

" me, for I was not in all your thoughts. Was it your
" duty to your neighbour, to make a mock at his fins,, to

" lead him into intemperance, to defpife him in your
*' hearts, and ridicule him in your converfation ?'* In

one word, do but examine all your " righteoufneffes,"

they will " be found as filthy rags before God." Truft

not in fuch a '* refuge of lies."—The bed is ftiorter than
" that a man can ftretch himfelf on it, and the covering
*' narrower than that he can wrap himfelf in it."* Be-

lieve it, there is no falvation in any other than in ChriiL

* 11". xxviii, 2Q..
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His atoning blocd will reconcile you to God : his grace

and love will captivate 5'our fouls -. his holy and blefled

Spirit will write his laws in your hearts. Believe in him,

and you will be more holy than ever, and yet ftand aP.o-

niflied at your profane and blind pride and vanity. He
will create in you a clean heart, and you will then blnfh

at the thouf2;hts of your remaining pollution. You will

apply yourfelves to his fervice with zeal and diligence,

^kI yet ilill fay you are unprofitable fervants. One vierv

of the crofs of Chrift will make fm more odious than a

thoufand fine defcrij>tions of the beaut)' of virtue, which

commonly ferve only to nourifli and fortify the pride of

man. If ever you defire to fee the face of God in mercy,

or to dwell in his prefence, believe in Chrifl, for there is

no other ivay to the Father.

6. In the lafi: place, fnK^r me to preach the gofpel to

the Chief of finners. It is the glory of our Redeemer, that

he faves " to the uttermoft all that come to God by him."

The dignity of his perfon, the greatnefs of his fufTerings,

and the infinite. value of his atonement founded on both,

makes him " mighty to fave." Let fuch fmners atte;id to

this, who are without excufe, whcfg, hearts have been a

fink of the greatefi. impurity, whofe lives are llained with

the fouleft and grolTeil; crimes, whofe fins have been nu-

merous and heinous, and fcandalous ; who have no plea

to ofFtr, but are fenfible that they have juftly merited the

wrath of God in its utmofl rigor. Let fuch attend to this,

as are trembling at the thoughts of a righteous judgment,

and faying, " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of

" the living God. Men and brethren, what Ihail we
" do ?" Behold, I bring you good tidings of mercy un-

merited, pardon unfolicitcd, a full and free remifTion of

all your fms. " I have hlotttd out thine iniquities as a

'^ cloud, and as a thick cloud thy fms : return unto me,
*' for I have redeemed thee." Receive this tcRimony, and
" fet to your feal that God is true.*'

Think not to do injury to the grace of God, by weaving

a felf righteous cobweb, and refufmg to believe, till you

have hyd down fomc rules of a new life, and effeded fome

j-^artiarrqformation, as if you would fir11 fave yourfelves,
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that you may be fit for falvation by Chrifl-. Thefe hopes

will ibon be dafhed in pieces. Faith in the imputed righte-

oufhefs of Chrift is the finner's only plea. The more viJe

you are in your own apprehenljon, the more need you

have " to put on Chrift." The fubfequent change of heart

and pradlice muft be the efFe6l of his power, is a part of

his purchafe, and ought to be received as his gracious gift.

And I will ventnre to foretel, that you v/iii make the

greater progrefs in true holinefs, the lefs you are difpofed

to boaft of, or to trufl in it.

This, I apprehend, is the gofpel itfelf, friled in fcrip-

ture, with the higheft propriety, the " gofpel of the grace
" of God." "Chrift came not to call the righteous, but
" finners to repentance." If you will rely on him for fal-

vation, he will fhed abroad the love of God in your hearts

by the Holy Ghoft, which will be a powerful and operative

principle of new obedience. I befeech you, therefore,

in the moft earneft manner, not to rejedt the counfel of

God againft yourfelves. Nothing can be more liberal, or

more gracious, than the offer of the gofpel :
" I will give

" to him that is athirft of the fountain of the v/ater of life

" freely." There is no fm of fo deep a dye, or fo infe6ti-

ous a ftain, but the blood of Chrift is fufiicient to wafli it

out. There is not any flave of Satan fo loaded with chains,

but he is able to fet him free. If you perifh, it is of your-

felves. I have given you warning, from a fincere and
ardent concern for your everlafiing intereft ; and may
God himfelf, forChrift's fake, by his Holy Spirit, efTedlu^

ally perfuade you to comply with itc
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Note of the Ediron.

[Dr. Witherspoon published a separate volume of Sermons on the

leading truths of the gospel, latth the design of forming some'

thing like a connected fyflem of these truths. The sermons

that were thus published are kept together in this edition of his

works'.—They begin with the discourse that immediately fol-

lows, on Rom. Hi. 23 ; and end with that entitled " Obedience
<' and Sacrifice compared."']

ALL MANKIND BY NATURE UNDER SIN.

SERMON 1-

ROMANS iii. 23.

For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

THE whole revelation of the will of God to mankind,

both in the Old Tedameiit and the New, proceeds

upon the fuppofition that they are Tinners ; that is to fay,

tranfgreflbrs of his law, and liable to the llroke of his juf-

tice. This only can give meaning to the do6lrine of re-

demption. None can underfland, at leail none can relifli

or embrace it, unlefs they believe, and are perfuaded of

this preliminary truth.

What I have now faid, appears from many exprefs

pafTages of the holy fcriptures ; and is particularly evident

from the general ftrain, and from the very flrucSture, of

the epiftle to the Romans. In it the apoflle, who had ne-

ver been at Rome, gives a full and particular account of

the dodlrine of Chrifl ; and he lays the foundation for this

by a diftinft and laboured proof, that all mankind, both

Jews and Gentiles, are u?ider sin. In imitation of his ex-

ample, I intend to begin my difcourfes on pradtical religi-



268 All Mankind by

en, by endeavorl!i;]j to imprefs your minds with a fenfe of

the fame truth. This mult lead the way to the faving

knowledge of the Redeemer ; and as he only can build

fecurely, who takes care that every part of the fuperftruc-

ture rell immediately or ultimately upon the foundation,

it is as neceffary to be remembered by faints, as to be re-

ceived by fi nners.

It may perhaps, on a flight view, appear to be fuper-

fluous. ' All mankind,' fome will fay, ' are ready to ac-

* knowledge that they are finners ; and there is great rea-

' fon to believe they are fincere in this confelFion.' But,

my brethren, a little refle6lion may convince you, that

this general acknowledgment is either very infmcere, or

very imperfeft and defective. It is plainly a light fenfe

of fm that enables the multitude to fleep in fecurity. It is

plainly a light fenfe of fin that betrays men into the com-
miflion of it, and emboldens them to continue in it. It

is plainly a light fenfe of fin that blunts the edge of all the

threatenings in the word of God, and the admonitions of

his providence. Is it not from a light fenfe of fin, that

when the preaching of the gofpel is not wholly defc/ted,

its ineftimuble truths are received without thankfulnefs,

and iieard without profit ?

For thefe reafons, I propofe, through the afllflance of

divine grace, todifcourfe a little on the words of the apof.

tie now read :
" For all have finned, and come fhort of the

'*• glory of God :" And, in fo doing, fhall

1. Endeavor to confirm the truth contained in them,

That all mankind are finners, or tranfgreflbrs of the law

of God, and liable to his righteous judgment. And, '

2. Shall make a practical improvement of the fubjecl.

I. In die firft place, then, let us endeavor to confirm

the truth contained in the text, That all mankind are fin-

ners, or tranfgrefibrs of the law of God, and liable to his

righteous judgment. And here, my brethren, it puts me
u little to a fiand, in what manner to handle this impor-

tant fubjedl ; v/hether in the way of reafon or ail'edlion ;

whether in the way of cool and bonclufivc arguments di-

reded tc^c judgment, or pointed interrogatories direct-
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ed to the confclence. Many, na}', innumerable, are the

cavils that have been brought by men of corrupt minds

againfl this tundamental truth. The father of lies, indeed,

feems to confider it, and juRly, as the corner-j^one of true

religion, which, if he is able to weaken or undermine, it

mu(l end in the fall and ruin of the whole fabric. If there

be any among you, as pofTibly there are, infedled with the

poifon of infidelity, all exhortation and warning will be

treated by fuch Vvdth dildain, while their objedlions, how-

ever weak, have not been brought into view. On the

other hand, there are multitudes of Hnncrs borne av/ay by

lull; and paflion, who are incapable of underflanding the

force of fpeculative reafoning, and who have an unhappy

tendency to overlook, as what does not concern them,

every thing that is treated in that way. I lliall be obliged,

therefore, to have an eye to both : and oh ! tliat it may
pleafe God to enable me fo to propofe to the judgment, and

lb to prefs upon the confcience, this neceffary truth, as

that fome carelefs perfons may be awakened, and brought

to an attention to the one thing needful ; and that if any

have hitherto taken up with imperfe£t notions of religion,

and built their hope upon the fand, they may be perluad-

ed in time to diftrufi that dangerous fituation, and to found

it upon the Rock of ages.

For the reafon above affigned, it is difficult to determine,

what uie is to be made of fcripture-teilimony on fuch a

fubje£t. The charge of guilt upon the fmner, feems to be

only preparatory to, and mull, as it were, pave the way
for the reception of fcripture-truths. If the teftimony of

God in fcripture is to be refted on, this one pafTage is fuf-

ficient ; but tlie unbelieving heart is ready to challenge

and call in queflion every fuch fcripture-declaration. I

find the worthy author of a well-know catechifm, com-

monly ufed in the inftruClion of children, joins together

fcripture and experience, in the anfvver to that quellion,

" How do you know, that you are born in a ftate of fin

*' and mifery ?" Anf '' God's word tells me fo. Befides,

*' I find my heart naturally backward to that which is good,
" and prone to that which is evil." After this example,

and confidering, that by the law is the knowledge of fin,

' Vol. I. L 1
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we lliall not fep^'ate them ; the ratljcr, that Gcd is able to

make his own word, even in the bare repetition of it, quick

and povoerful^ lieb. iv. 12. In the further ilkiliration

of this head, therefore, I fliall, firfl briefl)' lay before you
fomc of the fcriplure-declarations on this fubjecl; and,

iecondly, confirm them from experience, the \ ifible iraie

of the world, and the teftimony of our own hearts.

Firil, Allow me to lay before you fome of the fcriplure-

declarations on this fubjetl. And that I may avoid hand-

ling the fubjeft fyftematically, and tedioufly, 1 join toge-

ther original and adual fm. E\'ery one who is able to

nnderlland wiiat I fay, is concerned in both : and indeed

they are infeparable the one from the other. The deplo-

rable wickedncfs in wliich the world in general is over-

whelmed, hath flowed in a continued fiream from the firft

fin of Adam ; and the linfulnefs of every peribn's prac-

tice has the corruption of his nature as its fruitful fource.

See the account given of the world, Gen. vi. 5. '* And
•' God faw the wickednefs of man was great in the earth,
** and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
*' was only evil continually." This you may compare
with Gen. viii. 21. •' And the Lord faid, 1 will not
" again curfe the ground any more for man's fake ; for the
'' imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth."

See alfo the confeflion of David, Pfal. li. 5. " Behold,
'' I was lliapen in iniquity ; and in fm did my mother ccn-
^' ceive me." In this the Pfalmill plainly and clearlv

teaches the original and univerfal corruption of our na-

ture. What he afierts concerning himfelf, muft be equally

true of all the human race ; otherwiie, inftead of making it

a ])roper part of his confefllon, it would be an excufe cr ex-

tenuation of his fin. Nothing can more plainly Ihow the

force of tills text, than the aukward endeavors ufed by
fome to evade or mifinterpret it. For example, hov/

mean a fubterfuge is it, to pretend, that David declared,

lie was fliapen in iniquity, and conceived by his mother

in fin ; becaufe he was the iffue of fome criminal com-

merce between his father and a maid-fervant, or between

the wife q^ Jtfle and another man ? This is plainly a pro-

fane in\^nl ion, offered without any manner, of proof, or
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the lead infinuation in the hiflory of that great prince.

Befides, it is evidently beiide his purpofe in the pCihn re-

ferred to, where he is confefling his own finful nature, and
not the finfid deeds of his parents. If there be meaning
in words, his intention is, to humble hinifeif before God,
not only for his adultery and murder in the matter of

Uriah, but as a transgressor from the ivomb.

To tliis you may add the tellimony of a greater than

David, 'uiz. our bielTed Lord and Saviour himfcU', John
iii. 6. " That which is born of the flefli, is ficfli ; and
" that which is born of the Spirit, is fpirit.'* For under-

llandang the proof drawn from his text, you may obferve,

,
that though the word Jiesh has various fignifications in

Icrlpture ; fometimes, for example, fignifying the weak-
nefsofour mortal nature, unable to fupport itfcU", and lia-

ble to a variety of changes, which mult at lall end in dif-

folution ; yet here it evidently fignifies our nature as cor-

rupted by fin. This appears from the oppolition of the

two claufes : for it is certain, that thofe who are regene-

rated, are flill liable to all the weaknefs of mortality. It

muft therefore bear the fame meaning in this place as in

Rom, viii. 8. " So then they that are in the flefn, cannot
*' pleafe God." It is with a view to this great truth that

Job, who pleads with fo much warmth his general inte-

grity, yet fays. Job xiv. 3, 4. *' And doft thou open thine
" eyes upon fuch an one, and bringell me into judgment,
" with thee ? Who can bring a clean thing out of an un-
" clean ? Not one."

With this agree many other fcripture-declarations, fome
of v/hich I ihall mention. Pfal. xiv. 2, 3. " The Lord
" looked down from heaven upon the children of men: to
*' fee if there were any that did underfland, and feekGod.
" They are all gone afide, they are all together become fil-

" thy : there is none that doth good, no, not one." Pf.

Iviii 3. " The wicked are eflranged from the womb, they
" go allray as foon as they be born, fpeaking lies." Ifaiah

xlviii. 8. " Yea, thou hcardft not, yea, thou kneweft not,
" yea, from that time that thine ear was not opened : for

" I knew that thou wouldfl: deal very treacheroufly, and
" waft called a tranfgrefTor from the womb." Rom. iii. 9.
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10, II, 12. " What then ? are we better than they ? No,
''- in 110 wife : for we have before proved both Jews and
" Gentiles, that they are all under fm ; as it is written,

" There is none richteous, no not one : There is none
" that underflandeth, there is none that feekeih after God.
*' They are all gone out of the way, they are topjether be-

" come unprofitable, there is none that doth good, no not
*' one." To thele, I only add that clear and ib-ong paf-

fage, Eph. ii. i, 2, 3.
'' And you hath he quickened who

*' were dead in trel'pafies and fins, wherein in time paft ye
" walked according to the coarfe of this v/orld, according
" to the prince of the power of the air, the fpirlt that now
*' worketh in the children of difobedience. Among whom
" alfo we all had our converfation in times paft, in tjje

" lulls of our flefli, fulfilling the defires of the fleOi, and of
*' the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
*' even as others."

In this fummary view of the declarations of fcripture

upon this fubject, I have confined myfelf to fuch pafTages

as have an afpe6l upon the Hate of our nature in general.

And, indeed, asconclufivea proof of its being the doftriiie

of fcrij:)ture, maybe drawn conlequcntially as diredtl}'.

WiUi this view, not to mention many other arguments,

I beg your attention to the two following ; i. The tenor

of thegofpel-meifage, particularly the extent of the com-
iiiiflion, and the language ufed through the w hole : Mark
xvi. 15. " Go ye into all the world, and preach the pofpel

" to every creature." John iii. 16. " For God fo loved
*' the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that v.dio-

*' foever believeth in him, fliould not periih, but have
*' everlafting life." Examine the import of this. truth ?

Whom did the Father love ? or to whom did lie fend the

Saviour ? To the world, and to every creature. For
what end did he love them, and for what purpofe did the

Redeemer come ? To fiive them from pcrifliin'?,. But
why were they in danger of perifliing ? Doubtlefs, be-

caufe they were in fin. In vain, then, do men exercife

thfir ingenuity in explaining away particular paffages.

—

This tr^JB does not relt upon an expreflion or two, th.e

meanhig of which mull be afcertained by critical fi-:!!!, but
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upon the whole of the gofpel. If we do not throw afide

the Bible altogether, Chrifl Jefus came into the world to

obtain Ibrgivenels for the guilty, to lave the miferable, and

to redeem the Il:ive.

The other argument is drawn from the fcals of the co-

venant of peace ; and particularly the initiating feal, both

under the Old Teftament and tiie New, of which infants

were admitted to be partakers. If they received thefe

leals before the commiffion of aClual guilt, it cannot be

but the nature itfelf muft be defiled ; efpecially as baptifni

isexprefsly called the baptism of repentcmcc^ for the re-

mission of sins^ Mark i, 4.

Thus I have laid before you what the fcripture teaches

us on the fmfalnefs of our nature, including all the pode-

rityofAdam, without exception. I befeech you, there-

fore, my beloved hearers, to confider the concern you

have in it, as a part of the u'hole. If you have any beiiei

of the truth of the fcriptures as the word of God, attempt

not to v/arp or pervert them when fpeaking contrary to

your fond prejudices. Defire not that minillers liiould

Ipeak unto you fmooth things, and prophefy deceit; but

receive with humility and fear the divine will, however

heavy a fentcnce of condemnation it may carry againli:

yourlelves, viz. that you are iinners by nature ; that your

hearts are eftranged and alienated from the love of God ;

and that, if you die in that condiuon, you fluall not fee

liis face in mercy.

I now proceed to the second branch of this head ; which

was, to confirm the account given in fcripture from ex-

perience, that is to fay, from the vifible Hate of the world,

and the teftimony of our own hearts.

Let us then fee what evidence is afforded us from the

vifible (late of the world, that all harce sinned^ he. And
here, my brethren, what an inflru£l:ive leifon, but at the

fame time what a humbling and melancholy profpe6l,

opens to our view ! There are many remarks which

might be profitably made on the Hate of the world in eve-

ry age, to fliew how much fin hath reigned in the hearts of

men, and what defolation it hath wrought in the place of

their abode. The great difficulty is, to range them in
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proper order, and propofe them in a fun pie and pcrfpicii-

oiis manner, that ordinary hearers may underlland and

profit by them. For this purpofe, let us firll take a view

of mankind in a public or national, and then in a private

or perfonal, capacit}'.

I. Let us confider mankind in a public or national ca-

pacity. In this view, wliat is the hiltory of pad: ages but

the hiftory of human guilt ? If, inltead of taking up v.'ith

the idle and vifionary hypothefcs of philofophers, we only

attend to what men have been in fa(^t, we Ihall be obliged

to fay, with the Sj/irit of God, that " the imagination of
*' the lieart of man is only evil from his youth." It is not

proper here to omit, or rather it is highly necefiary to

mention, the impiety and idolatry of the feveral nations

of the world. Excepting the fmall number of Abraham's

family, who were the election o/God^ and, by a peculiar

difpofition of Providence, the depofitaries of his truths,

every other nation upon the face of the globe, not only

deferted the worlhip of the true God, but fell headlong in-

to the mofl ilupid and fottidi idolatry. This was not pe-

culiar to thofe nations who continued in ignorance^ anil

whom the more improved and polilhed thought proper to

diftinguifh by the name of barbarians^ but was at leail

equally true of thofe who were moil high!}' civilized. Of
the wifell nations, as well as the wifeil m.en, the apofile

^'eryjuftly fays in thisepiflle, ch. i. 22, 23. '' Profeffiag

" themfelves to be wife, they became fools ; and changed
** the glory of the incorruptible God, into an image made
" like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed

'* beads, and creeping things." ^

I mull make even a farther obfervation, and intreat your

attention to it. That the wifefi: in profeflion feem to have

become the greateft fools. It feems to have been defign-

.ed in Providence, as a Handing and indelible mark of the

vanity of human wifdom, that thofe very nations who
were moll early in their application to, and mofl fuccefs-

ful in their cultivation of the liberal arts, were the mofl ex-

travagant and fenfelefs in their theological opinions, and

religious rites. I mean, particularly, the Egyptians,

Greeks,''^nd Romans ; worfliippuig bulls and calves, fer-
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pents and infecis, the moll flupid of four-footed beads,

and creeping things of the mod fliocking form. This

e\try one may fatisfy hiivuelf of, who will look into the

hiftories of tliefe celebrated nations, as they have been

tranfmitted to us by themfdves.

Confider, my brethren, the unnatural cruelties of the

religious rites of many nations. It was frequent and ge-

neral with them, to offer up human facrifices, and make
their children pafs through the fire ; the very refledlioii

on which is fufficient to fill a confiderate perfon with hor-

ror, Conf:der aifo the fcandalous impurity of fome of

their ceremonies, and the obfcene hillory of the objefts

of their woriliip. Strange to think of indeed ! yet fo it is,

that moft of the eminent writers oi antiquity are employed

in defcribing the drinking and merriment, the fcolding

and quarrels, the tricks and robberies, and the amorous

intrigues of their gods and goddeiTes.

If we think in a ferious manner on thefe undoubted

fa<5ls, can we help faying, Oh ! the ingratitude of thofe

wretches among us who call themfelves freethinkers, who
have been taught by revelation only to form rational and

confnient notions of the firfl: caufe and Creator of all

/hings, and yet reject revelation entirely, and pretend to

found them upon human reafon ! I am fenfible there are

Jbme who do not think that the idolatry of the heathen

world ought to be reckoned among their crimes ; but if

5'ou will confult the Old Tedament, you will find it con-

fidercd there as the firfl and mofl atrocious crime which

Iblicited the vengeance of an offended God. If you con-

fult this epiftle to the Romans, you will find it leads the

way in the account given of human apoflafy. The firfl

of all the ten commands, which were given as a fum ot

them.oral law, is, "Thou flialt have no other gods before

" me." And indeed, if the firftduty of natural religion

be a confeffion and acknowledgment of God our Creator,

the firfl of all fins mufl be, a contempt of his name, or a

profanation of his worfhip.

But idolatry was not alone. From this, as a fruitful

fource, flowed every other human vice. What a terri-

ble detail is given us by the hiflorians of every age ! On
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what is it tluit a1I tlie great tranfiitSlions ol the world

haveftill turned f Has it not been on the ambition, cru-

elty, injultice, ppprcffion, and raging luit and inipuritv»

of men. Whatever number of virtuous perlbns was a-

mong them, they feem to have either lain concealed, or

fallen a facrifice to the envy and malice of others. Since

the firit murder, of Abel, by his brother Cnin, what ter-

rible havoc has been made of man by man ! We are lb

habituated to this, that it makes little impreflion. We
can even perufe, with attention and delight, the narra-

tives of ib"ataecms of war, ferocity in combat, devaflation

and bloodflied. Who are the perlbns who have acquired

the greateii renown in the prcfent or preceding ages ?

—

Who are the peri'bns uho have been the greatell objects cf

human admiration ? Have they not been the moR ac-

tive, and the moft fuccefsful, deilroyers of their fellow-

creatures ? This circumllance indeed communicates the

guilt of individuals to the whole ; fhows that it belongs to

mankind in general ; and that the defcription given by
the apoUie is not more fliocking than true, ch. i. 28, 29,

30, 31,32. " And even as they did not like to retaiil God
" in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
*• mind, to do thofe things which are not convenient :

*' being filled with all unrighteoufnefs, fornication, wick-
" ednefs, covetoufnefs, malicioufnefs ; full of envy, mur-
*' ilt'r^ debate, deceit, malignity ; whifperers, backbiters,
*' haters of Cod, defpiteful, proud, boafters, inventors
" of evil thiiigs, difobfdient to parents, without under-
" ftanding, covenant-breakers, without natural aiTecticn,

*' implacable, unmerciful; who knowing the judgment of
** God (that they which commit fuch things are worthy of
*' death,) not only do the fame, but have pleafure in them
" that do them."

There are to be found upon record inflances of fuch

dreadful and aggravated guilt, as it were to be wifhedthey

had been, or could have been, buried in oblivion. For
this rcafon, I Ihall neither mention their names, nor cite

the examples ; but obferve, that the extent and preva-

lence o^'ickednefs Ihould be confidered as a flrong proof

of the cqrruption of the whole race; and the particular
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fignal inftances of adonilhing or mondrous crimes, as a

proof of the exceffive depravation of our nature, and what

man in his prefent (late is capable of. I know it is plea-

ling and gratifying to human pride, to talk of the dignity

of human nature, and the beauty of moral virtue; and

if it be done in fuch a manner as to make us efteem the

only mean of recovering our loft integrity and original

glory, I have no objection to it. But if it be fpoken of

man as he now is without regenerating grace, I am certain

it is more agreeable to reafon and experience to fay, that

from the lengths to which fome have proceeded, whea
placed in circumftances of temptation, it is owing to the

power of retraining providence, that others have beea

comparatively fomewhat better.

I have feen it obferved, with great apparent juflice,

that probably one end which God had in view when he

lliortened the period of human life after the deluge, was
to fet bounds to the progrefs of human guilt. As it is the

nature of vice, to ftrengthen by habit and increafe by
time ; a race of wicked men living many hundreds of

years, would degenerate and harden to a degree not ea-

fily conceived. And, indeed, if we examine into the

true caufes of any little degree of order and peace which

we now enjoy, we ffiall fee abundant reafon to adore the

wifdom of divine Providence, but very little to afcribe

much goodnefs to the human heart.

The moft truly excellent charadlers which are to be
found in hiftory, and the moft illuftrious deeds which thofe

heroes have performed, have for their very foundation the

corruption of the human race.

In this remark I have in view the fages and legillators

of antiquity, who acquired fo much renown by eflablifh-

ing fyftems of policy and government for different ftates.

What was this elfe, and indeed what was it called, but
taming the lavage, and reftraining the profligate part of

their fellow-creatures ? It feems plainly to be the point
in view in every human law, to bridle the fury of human
inclination, and hinder one man from making a prey of
another. This is well defcribed by the apoflle Paul, i

Tim. i. 9, 10. '' Knowing this, that the law is not mad«
Vol. I. M m
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" for a righteous man, but for the lawlefs and difobedi-

ent, for the ungodly and for finners, for unholy and pro-

" fane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mo-
" thers, for man-flayers, for whoremongers, for then^ that

*' defde themfelves with mankind, for men-ilcalers, for

" liars, for perjured perfons, and if there be any other

*' thing that is contrary to found doctrine." We have,

indeed, the teftimony of men againll themfelves in thic

cafe. It has been found to hold, without any exception,

that the longer men live, they have the greater fufpicion

of thofe with whom they live ; the greater experience they

have of the world, they have the harder thoughts of men
in general. In particular, thofe who have been moft con-

verfant in public life, and have obtained moft of what is

called a knowledge of the world, have always the woril

opinion of human nature.

2. Let us now from a general, come to a particular

and perfonal view of our prefent flate. You may be apt

to fuppofe, that though the fmfulnefs of human nature is

too general, yet it is not univerfal ; that though vice and

wickednefs has appeared confpicuoufly, and though 'per-

haps wicked men may have obtained the afcendency in

every nation, this will not ferve to found a fentence againll

every man. We might upon this part of the fubjeft ob-

ferve, that the truth illuflrated above will receive confir-

mation from our moO; intimate knowledge of one another.

Human nature will gain nothing by a clofe inlpedlion.

Take it either in general or particular, its bell appearance

is when viewed at a dillance. The greateil and bell cha-

racters, when clofely examined, have always fuch blemifh-

es and imperfeftions attending them, as greatly diminifli

their luUre. This, indeed, has grown into a proverb.

That much famdliarity breeds contempt. On this ac-

count, we may fafely fay, that if fuch is the flate of our

nature, that no man is able to jullify himfetf, or obtain

the entire approbation of his fellow- linners, much more

mull " every mouth be flopped, and all the world become"

"guilty before God," Rom. iii. 19.

But the chief illullration of this part of the fubjc(!il mufl

be from ttrc tellimony which confcienceconllrains every
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•man to bear againfl himfelf. Examine, therefore, my
bretliren, what reafon you have to be fatisfied, that you
yourfelves, unlefs your natures have been renewed by the

Holy Ghoft, are under the dominion of fin ; nay, that

even fuch as have been " brought again from the dead"

do dill feel " a law in their members warring againft the

" law of God in their minds." Remember, then, that

you have to do v/ith him " who feeth in fecret," and
" who fcarchcth Jerufalem as with candles." It was ne-

ceilary formerly to take notice of the enormous tiTedls of

fm in this life; wt mull now fcarch a little deeper, and

confider the beginning and fource of thefe in the difpofiti-

.

on of the heart. It is true, there are probably many here

who are juflly chargeable with the grolFeft crimes ; fuch

as, impiety, lying, injailice, or uncleannefs : and oh !

that it may pleafe God, that their Hns may find them out,

and his word may be quick and powerful to their convic-

tion. But what I have now in view is, to maintain the

univerfal conclufion in the text, not only that many men
have been profligates, but that every man is a f.nner.

For this purpofe, it is of the utmofl moment to put you
in mind what An prof>erly is. There are two wavs of de-

fence, you know, upon any trial : the one is, to deny the

faft ; the other to maintain it is no crime. It is of necef-

fity, therefore, in the firfl place, to afcertain the charge,

by an account of the nature offni. Of this, I do not

think there can be produced a juller account than we have
in our fliorter catechifm :

" Sin is any want of conformity
" unto, or tranfgreflion of the law of God :" Which is

nothing elfe but abrief illuftration of the words of fcripture^

Sin Is the transgression of the laiv.' Let the confcience,

then, of every liearer anfwer to the charge. Have you
kept or have you broken the law of God ? Have you been
obedient fubje6\s to the King of kings ? Have you done
your own will, or the will of him that made you ? Howe-
ver unwilling you may be to put this c]ueftion home at

prefent, no perfon flrall be able to decline the tribunal, or

evade the anfwer in the day of judgment.

We have one great difficulty to flruggle with in the at-

tempt of bringing the guilty to confeflion, that fin hath



28o All Mankind by

blincled the underlanding, and perverted the judgment

;

lb that after we have faid, that fin is the tranfjirefTion of

the law, there will remain another queftion, Whai is the

law, and how far doth it extend ? Upon this we muft have

recourfe to the remaining traces that are left upon the

confcience ; and I fee nothing more proper, than to prefs

home that fummary which God hath given of his own
right and our duty, in the firfl and great commandment,
*' Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

" and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind ;" Matth.

xxii. 37. Are you your own ? Have you no lord over

3'ou ? Can you plead any exception to this command ?

Is not your Maker infinitely perfefl, and infinitely amia-

ble ? Is he not v/orthy of your fupreme love? If he is

not, who is it, or what is it, that you have reafon to pre-

fer, or that can produce a better title ? Can there be any
thing more jud than the fentiment exprefied by the pious

Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. " Whom have I in heaven but
" thee? and there is none upon earth that I defire befides

thee." Is there excellence or fweetnefs in the creature,

and is there none or lefs in the Creator, from whom tvery

inferior nature derives its very exiftence, and on whom it

depends every moment for its prefervation ?

May I not hope to have fome hold of finners here, in

pleading the rights of their Maker ? Are your hearts then

naturally, and have they been habitually and fupremely

fet upon God ? Has it been your firfl and leading care, to

know him, and toferve him, to inquire into his will, that

you might do what was acceptable to him ? Do you be-

lieve, that in his favor only is life, and therefore do you^

feek yourhappinefs and your comfort in him ? Many are

apt greatly to miflake upon this fubje^t ; nay, it feems to

be the leading deception of finners, to think nothing evil

or punifliable, but fuch grofs crimes as are dilbrderly in

• human fociety, and obnoxious to human laws. It is fcarce

polfible to make them, fenfible, how nuich guilt there is

in a total forgetfulnefs of God ; and yet this is the very

fource of human depravity. The chief thing blameable

in our attachment to other things, is their filling the room

that is du^'to Gotl, their being employed in a manner that
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is diflionorable to God, or, in other words, their being

inflruments of rebellion againft the will of God.

Are there any of you, my brethren, who, by the kind-

nefs of Providence, have been kept free from grofs, vifi-

ble, and fcandalous offences ; who, from a natural cool-

nefs of temperament, have been chafle or fober ; who»

from a principle of honor, have been juft or generous ;

who, from the didtates of prudence, have been regular

and decent ; but have been unmindful of your duty to

God, have been unwilling to think of him, or ftrangers

to delight in him ? and are you not fuiners in his pre-

fence ? Have you been preferved by his power, and yet

never confeffed the obligation ? Have you been living

daily upon his bounty, and yet feldom or never given

him thanks, except in the moil indifferent and for-

mal manner, and fuch worfliip, as is a much more pro-

per occafion for repentance, than ground of confidence ?

How, then, (hall you be able to fland in the judgment ?

*' For of him, and through him, and to him, are all

*' things ; to whom be glory for ever. Amen."

n. I come now to make fome pra6lical improvement

of what has been faid on this fubjedt. And,

I, From what has been faid, you may learn how deep-

ly and furely the foundation of the gofpel is laid. It is

laid in the a6tual flate of the world, and in that depravity

of our nature, which it is impoflible to conceal, and which

nothing but the greateft obftinacy and perverfion of mind
can have the courage to deny. I am fenfible, that no-

thing but an inward and perfonal convidlion of guilt and

mifery wrought by the Spirit of the living God, will bring

the fmner to embrace the gofpel ;
yet the necefhty of fal-

vation may be evinced in the cleareft and moft fatisfaftory

manner, by reafon and obfervation. As the vifible crea-

tion, when attentively, viewed ferves to difcover the wii-

dom and omnipotence of God, and is, as it were, an open

volume, which men of every tongue may read and admire;

fo the ftate ofthe moral world, as it is called, plainly points

out the guilt and apoflafy of man, and loudly calls for the

interpofition of the Stiviour. This it is our duty to attend
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lo, not only to flop the mouths of gahi-fayers, but to efla-

blifii the faith of God's children, that it may not be over-

thrown or unfettied by the cavils and obje6lions of thofe

v/ho lie ill v.-ait to deceive.

2. From what has bc;en f.iid, you may fee with what

fentinicnts we fliould look upon the Rate of the world, or

perufe the hiUory of providence, and what profit we may
reap from it. When v.c fee, as at prefcnt in our ou n

ftge and country, what profanity and ne^dcc^ of God, what

conlempt or dcferiion of his worfnip, prevails among ma-
ny of every rank ; V hat pride and luxury, what riot and
fenfuality, what uncleannefs and debauchery, wliat lying,

fraud, ?.\y\ perjury; and when we obferve how one race

of fmners has fucceeded another in every age, and that

true religion has been generally, as it is ilill, in a firug-

giingor perfecuted flate, we ought to be Immbled for the

fm of ournature, and the fliare which each ol us lias con-

tributed to the general guilt. Jnfiead of finding fault with

Providence for tiie penniffion of fin, we ought to be filled

with a holy indignation againft ourfelves and others, for

the perpetration of it. We ought to admire that witdom
and power by which the King of kings fets rellraining

bounds to the violence of nien. Neither ought we to

omit adoring his holinefs in the awful vifitations with

which he fometimes overtakes and overwhelms the v^ick-

ed in their wickednefs. When he fends out his fore judg-

ments of war, famine, and pcflilence ; or when he looks

to the earth, and it trembles, as unable to bear all the guilt

that is laid upon it ; when thunder, lightning, and temped,

feem to threaten the immediate diffolution of the whole fa-''

brie ; we ought to confider all thefe as the jufl puniflunent

of fm, and look forward with fear to that time, when he

fball render to every man according to his works, and de-

ferved vengeanct; fliall not be partial, but univerfal ; when
it fhall not be occafional and temporary, but final, un-

changeable and eternal.

3- You may learn from what has been faid, the flate

and danger of thofe who are chargeable with fins of a hei-

nous and ao;gi-avated nature, if all without exception are

*' under fw; if every .mouth mud be^fiopped," Sec. what
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fluill be iiie condition of thofe who.have the Ihameful pre-

eminence of being fmners of the firll order, who have

done Uiore than others to provoke the Lord to anger ! If

thofe who have lived to themfelves, and not to God, fiiall

not be able to Hand in the judgment; what fhall become
of thofe who have fold themfelves to work iniquity, and
whofe abominable practices are a reproach to reaibn, as

well as a fcandal to religion ? I may even fay further, in

the words of the apoiUe Peter, " If the righteous fcarcely

" be faved, where fliall the ungodly and the Tinner ap-

" pear?" i Pet. iv. iS'. I do the rather beg your attenti-

on to diis, that we always find loofe livers the warmeil

advocates for libertine principles. It is the drunkard, the

fwearer, the impure fornicator, who are fo ready to produce

in converfation their pretended argunients againll the cor-

ruption of human nature. I fpeak to all fuch within hear-

ing. What benefit will you reap by denying original cor-

ruption, when you are juilly chargeable with fo many ac-

tual tranfgreffions ? If there are, or even were, any per-

fons in the world without fin, furely you cannot pretend

that ) ou are fo yourfelves. You are ailiamed to reveal

3'our hidden fcenes to your fellow-finners, but how (liall

you conceal them, from the Searcher of all hearts ? Ifyoit

cannot bear to be told your faults by your fellow-creatures,

with wl^at fpeechlefs confufion fliall you fi:and at lail be-

fore the judgment-feat of Chrill ? Let m.e therefore ?.d-

drefs you in the words of your Maker by the Pudmift,

Pfal. 1, 2 1, 22.- "• Thefe things thou had done, and I

'' kept filence : thou thoughtell that I was altogether fucli

*' a one as thyfelf : but I will reprove thee, and fet them
" in order before thine eyes. Now confider this, ye that

" forget God, led I tear you in pieces, and there be none
*' to deliver." ]\Tay it pleafe God effcttually to convince

you of your fin and danger, and to lead you to his mercy,

as revealed in the gofpel, for your forglvenefs. I con-

clude with the advice of the Pfabnift, Pfal. ii. 12. " Kiis
*' the Son, led: he be angry, and ye periHi from the way,
*' when his wrath is kindled but a little : bleO'eJ are all

*' they that put their trud^n him."
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THE SINNER WITHOUT EXCUSE BEFORE GOD.

PSALM cxxx. 3.

Jfth(jn, Lord, shouldn't mark iniquities, Lord, who shall

stand ?

JUSTICE and mercy are the perfe6llons of the divine

nature, in wliich we as finners have a pecuHar con-

cern. Our world is the great theatre, and the human
race the great, or, fo far as we know, the only objects of

their united exercile. Clear and juft apprehenfions, there-

fore, of thofe attributes, muft lie at the foundation of all

religion. It is eafy to fee, that a difcovery, both of juflice

and mercy, is neceflfary to bring the finner to repentance.

He muft fee the guilt and mifery in which he is involved,

and the way by which he may certainly, and by which he
can only, obtain a recovery. The fame views are equal-

ly necelTary to every Chriflian, duriag his continuance in

this imperfeft ftate. They are neceffary to that felf-denial

which ought to be his habitual character, and to that hu-

miliation and penitence which ought to be his frequent

employment.

I mufi:, however, obferve, that though there are few of

the attributes of God more frequently fpoken of, perhaps
there are few lefs di(Un6lly underftood. Men have either

an imperfeiSt knowledge, or weak perfuafion of the jullice

of God, and thence defpife his mercy. On the other

hand, they are apt to take prefumptuous views of his ge-

VoL. I. Nil
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neral mercy, £\nd thence defplfe his jallice and fe verity.

This is not peculiar to thofe, who, upon the whole, are

under rhe dominion of fin. Even the children of God
themfelves are ready, either to lofe their views of the

majelty and holinefs of God, which fliould incline ihtm
to ferve him with reverence and godly fear; or, on the

other hand, by negledtinn; his mercy, to fall into that fiate

of flavifh bondage and illiberal fear, which is equally in-

jurious to the honor of God, and hurtful to their own
peace.

On thefe accounts I have chofen to infifi a little on this

pafl'age of the Pfalmift David, in which v;e have an uni-

ted view of divine juflice and mercy ? " If thou. Lord,
" fhouldll mark iniquities, O Lord, who fhall Hand ? But
" there is forgivenels with thee, that diou mayll be fcar-

" ed." It is thought by fome, that this Pfldm was com-
pofed in that memorable period of his life, when he v/as

plunged in the deepefl; guilt, by his adultery and murder

in the matter of Uriah ; but more commonly, that it was

in the time of his perfecution, when the imminent dan-

gers to which he was fo often expofed, brought his, fins

lircngly to remembrance. Referving what is here faid of

the mercy of God to another opportunity, let us now con-

fider the view given us of his juflice, in this pafTage, '' If

" thou. Lord, Ihouldll mark iniquities, O Lord, \v ho fliall

" fland ?" For this purpofe I (liall,

I. Endeavor to afcerlain and explain the meaning of the

Pfalmift's aflertion.

II. Support and confirm it from fcripture and experi-

ence. '»

III. In the la!l place, I lliall make a pradical improve-

ment ofwhat may be faid upon it.

- I. Let us then, firft, endeavor to afcertain and explain

• the meaning of the Ffalmid's expreffion, '^ If thou. Lord,
" fhoukUl mark iniquities, O Lord, who fhall fland ?"

Thefe words evidently carry in them the deepeft fenfe of

fin, a ftrong and inward convidlion of the impoffibility of

juftifyingl\imfelf before, a pure and holy God, if he fliould

deal with^im as in juftice he might ; " If thou, Lord
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" fliouldft mark iniquities, O Lord, who fiiall (land ?"

God is an omnifcient being, every where prefent, to whom
all our thoughts and ways, and confequently all our fins,

are and muft be perfedly known. The expreiTion, then,

cannot mean, that there are any fins unregarded, or not

obferved of God ; becaufe this is impoffible. The mark-
ing of iniquities here, feems to be an allufion to what
paflcs in human courts, where the judges fet down, or

put upon record, all that is brought againft the criminal,

in order to found a fentence of condemnation. In this

view, the meaning mull be, if God fliould fo mark ini-

quities, as to proceed to punifli us for all of which we were
really guilty, there could be no poffibility of Handing fuch

an impartial trial.

I need not tell you, that the putting the words in the

form of a queftion, " O Lord, who fliall Hand ?" does not

imply, that there is any uncertainty in the matter, or that

any can be found pure enough to endure fuch a fcrutiny,

but rather ferves to deny it in the (Irongell manner. A-
gain, we are not to fuppofe, that the Pfalmill, by putting

the quefiion thus in general, *' Whofhall ftand ?" defign-

ed to turn the accufation from himfelf, or to extenuate his

own fins, by bringing in others equally guilty. This is

indeed the pradice of many in the world, who fecm to

think the numbers of thofe who are chargeable with any
fin, an excufe or palliation of the guilt of particular offen-

ders. But the true fpirit of repentance leads to very dif-

ferent fentiments : it makes the finner fix upon his own
faults, and point at the fins and plagues of his own heart,

without thinking upon the fins of others, unlei's as thev
may be an occafion of difcovering to him more of the de-

pravation and wickednefs of his own nature. So that the

genuine import of the Pfalmift's expreflion feems to be. If

thoLi, Lord, fliouldft execute the decrees of jullice, and
punifh every thing that is done amifs, the holiell man on
earth would not be able to abide the trial ; how much lefs

would fuch a finner as I be able to (land ?

II. I proceed now to fupport and confirin this trutli

from fcripture and experience. And you will bo pleafed
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to obferve, that it is the condant doftrine of the Holy
Scriptures ; it is the uniform language of humility and
penitence there. Thus the Pfalmift, Pfalm cxliii. 2.

—

'' Enter not into judgment with thy fervant : for in thy
*' fight fliall no man living be jnftified." To the fame

purpofe, fee the language of Job, chap. ix. 2, 3, 4. ''
I

" know it is fo of a truth : but how^ fliould man be juft

" with God? If he will contend with him, he cannot
" anfwer him one of a thoufand. He is wife in heart,

" and mighty in flrength : who hath hardened himfelf

" againft. him, and hath profpered ?" A clear difcovery

of the infinite majefty of God, the unfpotted holinel's of

his nature, the extent, the purity, and fpirituality of his

law, will im medial ely carry home a conviftion of this

truth, and make us fenfible what impure and wretched

creatures we are : it will make every one of us cry out

with Job, after a difcovery of the divine glory and per-

fection, ch. xl. 4, 5. " Behold, I am vile, what fliali 1 an-

" Aver thee ? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.

—

*' Once have I fpoken, but I will not anivvcr : yea, twice,

*' but I will proceed no further."—And again, ch. xlii'. 5,

6. " I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear : but
" now mine eye feeth thee. W^ierefore 1 abhor myfelf,

" and repent in dud and aflies." Every true penitent

will fay, with the Pfalmiil, Pfal. xix. 12. " Who can un-
" derftand his errors? cleanfe thou me from fecret faults."

Nay, he will confider his daily prefervation as an evidence

of the divine patience, in the fufpenfion of his fentence,

as in Lam. iii. 22, 23. " It is of the Lord's mercies that

*' we are not conlumed, becaufe his compaflions fail not.

'' They are new every morning : great is thy faithful-

" ne^s^'

Thefe, my brethren, are examples of the fentiments

and language of the fcripture-faints; and if we look a lit-

tle into their characters, as fet before us in the infpired

v/ritings, we dial 1 fee, that felf-abafement is one of the

mod certain proofs of true religion ; that the more any

perfon has made real improvement in holinefs, he v. ill

think and ^eak in fo much the humbler manner; will

inoie clearly fee the evil of fin, and more readily confcfs
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its power and influence over his own heart. I know this

is ver}^ contrary to the fpirit that prevails in the world;

and particularly oppofite to the reigning temper of the pre-

fent age. I know alfo, that there are many objeftions

railed againft this fundamental truth. But inllead of

wrangling controverfy, in which our underllandings are

often loft and our paffions irritated, rather than fubdued ;

for further enforcing the above truth, I fhall only urge

every hearer to afcrious and impartial refleftion upon his

own conduct. This, I am perfuaded, will, by the blelT-

ing of God, be the mod effectual mean of filencing the rea-

fonings of the carnal mind, and forcing the confcience to

a confeffion, both of the equity of the law, and the guilt

of difobedience.

For attaining this end, I fhall juft propofe three gene-

ral fubjecls of exauiination : and beg that you may Ihew

fidelity to your own fouls, in bringing them to the trial.

I. How many duties have you omitted, which you mull

be fenfible you ought to have performed ? 2. How often

have you been guilty of exprefs tranlgreflions of the law

of God ? 3. How many blemifhes and imperfections

cleave to thofe very duties which you endeavor to perform

in obedience to his will ?

I. Then, How many duties have you omitted, which
you muft be fenfible you ought to have performed ? In

charging you with negled of duty, I muft begin with un-

thankfulnefs to, and forgetfulnefs of God. Let the con-

fcience be ever fo much biafled by partiality, or perverted

by wrong principles, is it poffible to deny the obligation

of every creature to acknowledge his dependance upon
the author of his being, the preferver of his life, and the

fource of his mercies ? But have you, my brethren, been

fenfible of this ? How unmindful have you been of the

Rock that begat you, and the God that formed you ?

This is the firil of all fins, and the fruitful parent of every

particular tranfgreffion. It was a heavy charge brought

agalnft a great prince by the prophet Daniel, ch. v. 23.

laft claufe, '' And tlie God in whofe hand thy breath is,

" and whofe are all thy ways, haft thou not glorified.*'

Say, ye men of the world, have you indeed ackuowledg-
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ed God, on whom you depend for every breath that you

draw, for every moment that you continue m exiilence ?

I have often thought, that it was one of the greatefl evi-

dences of the depravity of human nature, that an abun-

dant and opulent ftate on earth fliould fo generally lead to

negle£t of God. What is this, when interpreted, If I

may fpeak fo, but that tlie greater our Maker's goodnefs

is to us, commonly the lefs is our gratitude to him ?

But I v/ould fpeak to thofe whofe confcicnces are more

enlightened, and who have not wholly forgotten the Lord.

Are not you alfo chargeable with manifold omifiions !

Whatfenfe of gratitude have you retained, and expreffed,

for innumerable mercies, fpiritual and temporal, to your-

felves, and to your families ? How unequal the payment

of gratitude to the debt of obligation ! What ufc have you

made of them in God's fervice ? What advantage have

vou reaped, for your own fanclification, from the bounty

of Providence, from the Arokes of Providence, from the

ordinances of divine inUitution, from the truths of the

everlafling gofpel, from feafons of inftru6lion, and oppor-

tunities of worihip, from edifying examples, from /faith-

ful admonitions ? What have you done for the good of

others ? How often have you relieved the neceffiious,

comforted the diftreffed, inllru61:ed the ignorant, admo-

niflied the negligent, punilhed or rellrained the profane ?

I hope I fpeak to many who have not been wholly negli-

gent in improving their time and talents ; yet furely there

is jufl: ground of humiliation to the b^ft, that even under a

convidion of duty, they have fo imperfe£lly difcharged it

;

and probably the very perfons who have done molt, will

be mofi: fnicerely grieved that they have not done more.

Alas ! my brethren, it is a great miliake to Uiink light-

ly of fins of omiflion. How much do I pity the condition

of thofe thoughtlefs perfons, v/ho, forgetting that they

were made to ferve God, feem to live for no other purpofe

than to enjoy tliemfclves ! And oh the m/iferablc delufion

of thofe finners who fet their minds at eafe by the filly ex-

cufe, That they do harm to none but tliemfelves ! Let

them hear and tronble at the tenor of the fentence in the

great daT, Mntth. xxv. 30. "Call ye the unprofitable
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" fervant intQ outer darknefs : there iliall be weeping and
*' gnafliing of teeth." It is the firll duty of natural religi-

on, " Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name ;*'

and it is the fum of all the duties of the gofpel, i Cor. vi.

19, 20. " Ye are not your own ; for ye are bought with

" a price : therefore glorify God in your body, and in

" your fpirit, which are God's."

2. Confider in how many infiances you have been

guilty of exprefstranfgreffions of the law of God, his law

written upon your hearts, and repeated in his own v/ord.

If you know any thing at ail of the lav/ of Gcd in its fpi-

rltuality and extent, you mufl be deeply convinced of

your innumerable tranfgrefiions, in thougiit, in v/ord, and

indeed, (i.) How many are the fins of your thoughts ?

Sin is feated in the heart : it hath its throne and domini-

on there. Every enormity in the life takes ks rife from

the impurity of the heart. None v/ill think light of fins

of the heart, v/ho have any acquaintance with the word

of God. Let them but reflect upon the account given of

the guilt of the old world. Gen. vi. 5. " And God faw
" that the wickednefs of man was great in the earth, and
*' that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
" only evil continually." Let them refledl upon the fay-

ing of the wife man, Prov. iv. 23. " Keep thy heart witi;

" all diligence ; for out of it are the ilTues of life;" or (M

the diilinguiihing charailer of God, jer. xvii. 10. "I the

'' Lord fearch the heart, I try the reins, even to give eve-

" ry man according to his ways, and according to the

" fruit of his doings."

How many thoughts are there in your hearts admitted

and entertained, difhonorable to God, unthankful for his

mercies, impatient under his providence ? How many
thoughts envious, malicious, fpiteful, towards your neigh-

bor ? How many wanton, lafcivious thoughts, and irre-

gular defires".^"- How many covetous, worldly, vain, am.bi-

tious thoughts ? Let me befeech you alfo to confider, that

thefe are not fms that we fall into feldoni, or by occafional

temptation, but multitudes bieak in upon us every day,

and in a manner every hour. What an infinite number,
then, muftwebe chargeable with in tvv^enty, thirty, forty,
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01" fifty years ! If fo many are the fins of a fingl^ day, what
mult be the guilt of a whole life ? What reafon to cry out,

witli the prophet to Jerufalem, " How long fliall vain
" thoughts lodge within us ?

(2.) Let me befeech )ou to confider the fins of the

tongue. Here 1 fliali not infifl much on the profler fins of

the tongue, lying, flandering, backbiting; of thelc, though
few will be lenfible they are guilty themfelves, all are

abundantly ready to complain, as reigning in the world
in general. Neither ihall I infift on impure converlalion,

lilthy and lafcivious expreflions, or allufions to obfcenity
;

though I am afraid many here prefent are far from being

innocent of the charge. But befides thefe, the fins of the

tongue are fo many, that the mofl watchful Chrifiian can-

not fay he is guilllefs. Even the meek Mofes v.'as provo-

ked to fpeak " unadvifedly with his lips." The apoftle

James has given us a very flrong defcription, both of the

general prevalence, and iiiifchievous influence, of tl-,e fins

of the tongue, James iii. 2.—8. " For in many things
*' we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the fame
" i.n a perfedl man, and able alfo to bridle the whole bpdy.
" Behold, we put bits in the horfes mouths, that they may
*• obey us; and we turn about their whole body. Behold
" alio the ihips, which though they be fo great, and are
'^ driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a
'-' very fmall helm, witherfoever the governor lilleth.

"''• Even fo the tongue is a little member, and boafieth
"' great things. Behold how great a matter a little fire

*' kindleth. And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity :

" fo is the tongue amongll our members, that it defdetb
'• the whole body, and fetteth on fire the courfe of nature

;

" and it is fet on tire of hell. For every kind of bealls,

*•' and of birds, and of ferpents, and things in the fea, is

*' tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind : but the tongue
" can no man tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly
'* poifon." And that none may prefume, after all, to

think thefe fins of the tongue inconfiderable, let us re-

meuiber what our Savioin- lells us, Matth. xii. 36, 37.
" But I fay unto you, that every idle word that men lliall

*' fpeak, ilffy Ihall give account thereof in the day of
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" judgment. For by thy words thou (halt be juflified, and
*' by thy words thou llialt be condemned."

(3.) Now, to thele hns ot" heart and converfation, let

us add the confideration of all the fms of our aftlons, by
which we either ojfifend God, ourfelves, or are the means,

by a doubtful or fufpicious example, of inducing others to

offend him : all the afts of Infobriety and intem'perance

with regard to ourfelves ; of injufiice, treachery, or oppref-

fion, with regard to others. Let us confider thofe fins to

which we are led by our refpeftive callings and employ-

ments, or by our reipeftive ages or tempers, or by our fitu-

ation, and the fociety with which we ftand connected.

The lightnefs and frothinefs of fome, the fournefs and

morofenefs of others, the inconfideratenefs and folly of

youth, the plotting and ambitious projedls of riper years,

the peeviflinefs and covetoufnefs of old age, and the vani-

ty and felfifhnefs we carry with us through the feveral

ftages and periods of life. Thefe things are moil:, if not

all of them, fins in themfelves, and do infallibly betray us

into a great number of others. If we confider all this with

any meafure of attention, can we refufe to adopt the lan-

guage of the holy fcripture, that ourfins are more in number
than the hairs upon our heads, or than thefimd that is upon

the fea-lhore f Jn fine, if we confider the fins we are guilty

of, according to our conditions and relations in the world,

as hufiDands and wives, parents and children, mailers and

fervants, magiflrates and fubjed^s, minifters and people,

W'Q lliall find the account fo prodigioufly fwelled, that Vv^e

fliall have more than reafon to cry out with the Pfalmill,

*' Lord, if thou fliouldil mark iniquities, O Lord, who
*' fhall ftand ?"

3. Confider the fins that cleave to your religious du-

ties, and every thing you do in obedience to the will of

God. The pureft worfliipper on earth muft alk forgive-

nefs for the fins even of his holy things. I am not here to

infill upon the hypocritical performances of many profef-

fing Chriftians, done merely, or chiefly, to'^e feen of men,

or fpread, as a covering, over their hidden and fiiameful

deeds ; nor am I to mention that religious zeal which

arifes from flrife, contention, and vain-glory, and which
Vol. L O
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chiefly aims at the fupport of party names ; becaiife ihefe

are diretlly and eminently finlul : they are an abomina-

tion in the fight of God. But, my brethren, even in thofe

performances which you go about with fome meafare of

iinccrity, how many defeats are to be found ? Oh ! how
much negligence, coldnefs, and formahty, in worfhip !

how many wandering, vain, idle, and worldly thoughts,

in your hearts, v.'hen your bodies are in the houfe of God !

Confider only the infinite glory and majefty of God, in

whofe fight the heavens themfelves are not clean, and

who charges his angels with folly ; and fay whether you

have ever prayed at all with becoming reverence of fpirit.

Confider onlv the unfpcakable condefcenfion of that God
to his creatures, and the unfearchable riches of his grace

to the finner ; and fay, whether your hearts have ever

been fuitably affected with his love.

It is our duty, my brethren, to confider, how far we
have been from preaching the word of God v/ith proper

impreflions of the majelly of him in whofe name we fpeak

;

how far we have done it with fimplicity and dignity, nei-

ther fearing the cenfure, nor courting the applaufe, ofour

fellow-finners ; how far we have done it v/ith that tender-

nefs and affedion, with that holy fervor and importunity,

which the value of thofe precious fouls to whom we fpeak

manifeftly demands. And is it not your bufmefs to con-

fider, how feldom you hear with that attention, reverence,

humility, and love, with which the facred and important

truths of the everlalling gofpel ought to be received ; how

many hear much more as judges than as learners, as cri-

tics rather than as finners ; and content themfelves with
'

marking the weaknefs of an indifferent, or praifing the

abilities of an animated fpeakcr ? And how many run

with itching ears from one congregation to another, or

even from one party or profeflion to another, not that they

may be edified, but that curiofity and fancy may be grati-

fied ? How many loll ordinances, how many mifpent fiib-

baths, have we to lament before God ?

When we come to the fecond table of the law, how
many finful niotWes mix their influence in the duties we
perform to, ouri!^ighbors ? how many a(!\s of juflice owe
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their being, in part at lead, to fear of reproach ? how ma-
ny works of charity owe their fplcndor to a dcfire of ap-

plaufe, as will as to a better principle ? I ftiould never

have done, were I to go through all the great duties of the

Cliriftian life, and obferve the fmful defects that cleave to

them. I believe I may fay with great truth, that would
we but deal faithfully, there would be nothing more necef-

fary to our humiliation, than a llrift examination of our

duties themfelves. This would oblige us to confefs, that

" all our righteoufneiTes are as filthy rags be!ore God ;'*

that we muft not plead for reward, but forgivenefs ; that

no merit of our own, but infinite mercy alone, muH be

the foundation of our hope.

III. I come now to make fome pra6lical application of

the fubject, for your in(lru6\ion and diredlion. And,
I. How great is the deceitfulnefs of fin ! how ai'loniHi-

ing the blindnefs of finners ! How eafy and obvious is

the confideration of our fins, in the order in which I have

endeavored to fet them before you ! Sins of cmillion, on
the one hand, and of commifiTion, on the other ; and du-

ties faulty in both refpefts, viz. by eflential qualities ne-

glected, and fins mixed with the performances: fins in

thought, in word, and in deed, againfi: God, our neigh-

bor, and ourfelves. Yet, alas ! how many are there in

a great meafure ignorant of the fins they are chargeable

with, and therefore lleeping in fecurity ! Think, my be-

loved hearers,,on your condition. To know your danger,

is the firll fiep to deliverance. Is not the law of obedi-

ence clear, written upon all the Creator's works ? Is it

not engraven upon the confcience ? and is it not often re-

peated and inforced by the difpenfations of Providence .''

Would there be fo much of divine judgment, if there was
no offence ? Every natural evil p-:oclaims the fin of man.
An inclement feafon, an injurious world- and a frail, dy-

ing body, confpire in pointing out our finful ftate. And
yet, after all, how blind is the finner to the difcovery, how
deaf to the friendly warning, how regardlefs of the ap-

proaching trial ! Awake, I befeech you, while there may
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be peace, and look upon your danger, while diere is j'et

given you time and opportunity to fly from it.

2. If the holitd cannot Hand before God, if no flefh

living can be juflified in his fight, liow fearful mull be the

ftate of thofe who are lying under the guilt of atrocious,

aggravated, and repeated crimes ! Though great profli-

gates often defert the ordinances of God, that they may
iin at greater eafe, and meet with lefs refillance

;
yet, in

fo numerous an afi'embly as this, there is reafon to fuppofe

there are not a itw of the chiefof sinners ; the rather, tliat

vi'hile fome defert the ordinances, that they may have eafe

from within, others attend them as a cover, that they

may blind their neighbors, and meet with lefs fufpicion or

didurbance from without. How, then, can murderers,

fornicators, fwearers, drunkards, thieves, and retainers

of unjufl gain, hear what hath been laid on this fubjeft

without trembling for themfelves ! Hear for your fouls

fake ; hear for eternity's fake ; hear, I befeech you, for

Chriil*s fake. O that the Spirit of God may carry liome

the truth, and make it " quick and powerful, fliarper

*' than a two-edged fword," Heb. iv. 12. It is an.eafy

thing for you now to diflemble the fins which men would
puniih, and even to boalf of the fins which men mud
tolerate; but hear and remember the two following paf-

fages : Heb. iv. 13. " All things are naked, and opened
*' unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do;" and

Heb. X. 31. "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of

*' the living Cod."

3. In the last place. If any chriflian defires to keep his

confcience tender and faithful, to have a deep grow ing
,

and humbling fenfe of his own finfulnefs ; if he would bar

the gate againft the entrance of pride, or banifli it after it

has obtained aclniifTion ; if he defires to walk humlily and
watchiully—let him live as in the prefence o\ God, let

him often place himfelf at his awful tribunal. It is eafy

to jufiify ourfelves before men, who have fo little to re-

quire, and from whom fo much may be concealed. The
truth is, it is not a great matter to be able to fet the world

at defiance. But to look up to that God who fittetli upon
the throne of ftis holinefs, is of infinitely greater moment,
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snd of infinitely greater difficulty. He trieth the reins

and the heart. He abhorreth evil. You fee how Job de-

fended hinifelf againlt the accufations of his friends, held

fall his integrity, and would not let it go ; but no fooner

did God fpeak to him in the greatnefs of his power, than

he confelfed his vilenefs, and laid his hand upon his

mouth. In the fame manner, he that would guard againft

the impofitions of a deceitful heart, that would not be

abufed by flattering friends, or led allray by a miftaken

world ; that would rather walk in the path of penitence

than fecurity ; let him live as in the prefence of God.

And happy, happy they, who take confufion of face to

themfelves now, and feek for mercy through the blood of

the atonement, in comparifon of thofe who juftify them-

felves now, but fhall fiand at lall with unutterable con-

fufion before the fupreme judge, ready to pronounce the

irreverfible fentence.
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HOPE OF FORGIVENESS WITH GOD.

SERMON 3.

PSALM cxxx. 4.

But there is forgiveness rvith thee ; that thou mayest he

feared.

FTER confidcring our own mirerable and guilty

ftate, and how little any plea which we can offer

will avail before the holinefs and juftice of God, it is

proper to turn our eyes to his mercy, as the only foun-

dation of our hope and peace. This is of the utmoft ne-

ceffity to every penitent. When a fenfe of fm hath truly

taken hold of the confcience, it is fo intolerable, that no
nuin can continue long in that condition. "When the

waves and billows of divine wrath are going over him,

he mufl either fallen upon fome ground of hope, or fuf-

fer fhipwreck upon the rocks of defpair. There are in-

deed, alas that we Ihould be fo liable to delufion ! many
ways of weakening the force of conviction, and obtaining

a temporary, imperfecl, or falfe peace. But the only fafe

and (lable ground of hope is the divine mercy. And hap-

py the finner who obtains fuch difcoveries of its extent

and efHcacy, as to make him cleave to it with undivided

affedlion, and reft upon it as the anchor of his foul, from
which he is refolved never to depart.

Believe it, Chriftians, the more the fmner looks into

his own ftate, the more real and thorough his acquain-

tance with his own heart is, the more he finds, that not

the leaft ray of hope can arife from that quarter. This is

precifely the import of the Pfalmiil's declaration in this
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pafTage, taking the one branch of it in connexion with

the other ; as if he had faid, When I confider how great

and multiplied my tranrgreffions have been, I mufl: Hand
fpeechlefs, and without excufe, before thy holy tribunal,

and judify thee, although thou fliouldft: condemn me.

But Lord, thou art a God of infinite mercy. This I fix

upon as the foundation of my hope. 1 fee nothing ia

myfelf to plead. Thy law accufes me. * My own con-

fcience paffes fentence upon me. I am not able to fup.

port the view of thy jufiice and holinefs. Whither can I

fly, bat to thy mercy ? Here I defire to take refuge, and

to my unfpeakable confolation there is forgivenels with

thee ; fo that thou mayefl: and oughtell to be feared. In

dlfcourfiag further on this fubjedt, which I intend to do in

a manner entirely practical, I propofe, in a dependance

on divine grace, to follow this method.

I. I fhall give a brief view of the difcoveries which

God hath made of his m.ercy, as the foundation of the

finner's hope ; or, in other words, fliew what reafon we
have to believe, that there is forgivenefs with him.

II. I fliall point out the connexion between the mercy

of God and his fear ; or explain the import of this ex-

prcfiion, " There is forgivenels with thee, that thou mayeil
*' be feared.'*

III. I fliall make fome practical improvement of the

fubjta.

I. Firft, then, let us attempt to give a brief view of

the difcoveries which God hath made oi' his mercy, as the

foundation of the finner's hope ; or, in other words, llie\V ,

wliat reafon we have to believe, that there is forgivenefs

with him. For this purpofe 1 obferve, firft: of all, that

the patience and forbearance of God towards finners, in

.the courfe of his providence, is the efietl of his mercy.

Even this affords fome faint hope, that there may be for-

givenefs with him. See the reafoning or the expoilula-

tion of Jonah on the refpite of the dedrudion of Nineveh,

Jonah iv. 2. '* And he prayed unto the Lord and faid,

" I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my faying, when I

*' was yet in'^y country ? Therefore- 1 fled before unto
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••' TarfliKh : for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
" merciful, ilow to anger, and of great kindncfs, and
" repented thee of the. evil." The fentence being fuf-

pemied, there is time given to apply for pardon, an<i

fpace for the exercile of repentance, with a peradventure,

or who CcUi tell, whether he may not be gracious. We
may add to this, his continual benignity and kindnefs to

all his creatures, not excepting the evil, the unthankful,

and the unlioly. The native tendency of both thefe is to

lead the guilty to reiKntance, as we are told, Rom. ii. 4.

" Or defpifetl thou the riches of his goodnefs and for-

*' bearance, and long-fuffering, not knowing that the

" goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance ?" But

though this ought to be mentioned, I am very fenfible,

how infufFicient it is of itlelf to give confolation to a

wounded fpirit. Taking in the whole plan of providence,

there are fo many tokens of our Creator's difpleafure, fo

much to be feen of the juftice and holinefs, as well as of

the goodnefs of God, that it mufl leave the fmner ilill

under a dreadful uncertainty in a matter of fuch infinite

concern. Torn by the fufpicion which is infeparable

from guilt, he is full of reftlefs anxiety ; and knowing
that he muH; Ihortly api^ear before G:*l in an unembouied

(late, he is often puttirg tliis quefiion to himlelf, Where-

with fliall I come liefore the Lord.'' How fliall I be able

to fland in the judgment ? And therefore,

2. God hath revealed himfelf in his word, as merciful

and gracious, long-fuffering, and (low to anger. This

was the great truth on which the Hnner's hope depended

ever fince the apoftafy of our firft parents. Never liuce

that time could any man produce his title to dlviae favor

in his own obedience : and therefore the mercy of God
early intimated in the lirft promife, continued to make, if

I may fpeakfo, the leading part of the divine charasSler in

all the difcoveries he Piade of himfelf. Thus, at the gi'-

ving of the law, E»\od. xxxiv. 5, 6, 7. " And the Lord
*' defcended in the cloud, and ftood vvlth Iiim there, and
*' proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord pafif-

" ed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The
*' Lord God, merciful and gracious, iong-fuffering, and

Vol. L P P
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" abundant in goodnefs and truth. Keepinp: mercy Fot

" thouAmds, fDrgiving iniquity and tranfiTreilion and fm,
" and that will by no means clear the guilty ; viliting the
*' iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the
*' diildrens children, unto the third and to the fourth ge-
*' neration." To the fame purpofe the Pfalmift David,

Plal. ciii, 8. " The Lord is merciful and gracious, flow
*' to anger, and plenteous in mercy." Hear alfo the pro-

phet Micah ; Micah vii. i8. " Who is a God like unto
"• thee, that pardoneth iniquity ; and pafTeth by the tranf-

" grefiion of the remnant of his heritage ? He retaineth

" not his anger forever, becauie he delighteth in mercy."

I do not here flay to confider what hints were given in

the ancient difpenfation, of the atonement which was af-

terwards to be made by the incarnation of the Saviour.

Doubtlefs there was fome refpetl to this in the very firft

promife of the seed of the %vo??Mn, and alfo in the promife

to Abraham, tliat in his seed all nations of the earth ffiould

be blelfed. The fame thing was prefigured by the facri-

fices, and lliadowed out by many different rites of the

Mofaic ceconomy. Jt muf^, however^ be allowed,/that

the faithful in thofe ages faw it only obfcurely, and of con-

fequence underltooi? it very imperfectly. But it was on

the revealed mercy of God, which they were obliged to

feek in the way appointed by himfelf, that they placed

their entire dependance.

I cannot help obferving to you, how ver}' encouraging

the aOu ranees of pardon are through many palfages of the

Old Teflament ; how very gracious the invitations to the

fmner, as if they had been contrived on purpofe to re-

move the jealoufy which the guilty are too apt to enter-

tain ; Ifa. i. i8. " Come now and let us reafon together,
*' faith the Lord : though your fins be as fcarlet, they fliall

*.' be as white as fnow ; though they be red like crimfon,
" they fliall be as wool." Ifa. xliii. 25. '* I, even I am
*' he that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions for mine own fake,

" and will not remember thy fins." Ifa. xliv. 22. " I

"have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy tranfgreffions, and
*' as a cloud, thy fins : return unto me, for I have redeem-
*' ed thee." ^a. Iv. i, " Ho, every one that thirlleth,
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*' come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money

;

*' come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk
" without money, and without price." Is this the word of

God ? Are thefe paffages written for our benefit ? Is there

any thing more plain, than that God is merciful and gra-

cious ; nay that he delighteth in mercy I How great en-

couragement is this to the exercife of repentance ? In this

very view, indeed, it is urged by the prophet in die 6ih.

and 7th verfes of the lall cited chapter ;
'^ Seek ye th.e

''• Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while
*' he is near. Let the wicked forfake his way, and the

" unrighteous man his thoughts : and let him return unto
"• the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our
'' God, for he will abundantly pardon."

I Ihiall only add, that as the fcripture every where bears

teilimony to the readincfs of God to pardon returning

fmners, fo there are alfo many paiKiges in which he de-

clares his readinefs to pardon the failings which continue

to cleave to his own people, and treat them with the ut-

moll tendernefs and grace : Pfal. ciii. 13. " Like a father

" pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth them that fear

*' him." Ifa. xl. 11. " He fiiall feed his flock like a

*' fhepherd : he fhall gather the lambs with his arm, and
*' carry them in his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofs that

" are with young." Mai. iii. 17. " And they fhall be
" mine, faith the Lord of hofts, in that day when I make
" up my jewels, and I will fpare them as a man fpareth

" his own fon that ferveth him."

3. But that'nothing may be wanting for the complete

illuiiration of this truth, obferve that it appears in the

clearell manner, from the gofpel of Chriit, that th^re is

forgivenefs with God. In the fulnefs of time, God feut

his own fon in our nature, to be a viftim and facrifice

for our oiFences, to bear our fins in his own body on the

tree. In this aflonifliing event, indeed, the love and

mercy of God fliines with the brightefi luftre : John iii.

16. " God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be-

*' gotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him, fliould

" not perifli, but have everlafi:ing life." In this great

tranfaftion, we have not only an affuraqce of obtaining.
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but fee the price paid for the purchafe of our pardon :

I Pet. i. 18. " For ye were not redeemed with cor-

" ruptible things, ns filver and gold, from your vain con-
" verfition received by tradition from your fathers." In-

Aeacl oF finding the juilice of God (land in the way of our

reconciliation and peace, juftice being fully fatisfied, feals

the pardon, and adtls to the comlbrt of the finner. In

the infinite value of this atonement, we may fee the ex-

tent of the divine mercy. In the infinite power of this

Saviour, we may fee the perfect fecurity of thofe v/ho put

their trull in him. Salvation, in all its parts, is oficred to

the chief of finners : fo that, as the apollle exprefTes it,

Heb. vi. 18. " That by two immutable things, in which
" it was impofiible for God to lie, we might have a llrong

" confolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
" the hope fet before us."

II. I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed ; which

was, to point out the connexion between the mercy of

God and his fear, or explain the import of this expref-

fion, ** There is forgivend's with thee that thou mayell be
*' feared." The import of this exprellion muil be a little

different, as we underfiand the wordyt't7;-, which is foiv.e-

times taken in a larger, and fometimes in a more limited

fenfe. Sometimes, as being fo eminent a part, it is made
life of to fignify the whole of religion ; fometimes it fig-

tvifies that awe and veneration of the facred majefty of

God with which tvtry one of his fervants ought to be ha-

bitually pofleiltd. 1 lhall briefly confider it in both thefe

views, there not being the leaft oppofition between them,

and both carrying in them the mofl important and falutary^

inilruftion.

If we take the fear of God in t!ie text to fignify the

whole oi that duty and obedience we owe to him, then

the connexion between forgivenefs with God and his be-

.ing feared, appears from thefe two confidctations.

1. Adifcovery of the mercy of God is abfolutely ne-

ctfTary to his being loved and fervcd by thofe who have

tnc.t been Tinners. Defpair of mercy drives tlie finner

f'om God, prefents him only as the objfrcl of terror anil

averiion ; aiidj^jlieud of having the Icail influence ia
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bringing us to obedience, confirms the guilty in his re-

bellious oppofition to his Maker. This muft be manifeft

to every hearer. There can be no religion at all, either

in inclination or performance, if there be no forgiveneis

with God. How Ihould any fo much as attempt what

they believe to be an unprofitable labor ?

Though this is a truth which none will deny, I am
afraid it is a truth not fufficiently attended to either in its

certainty or influence. It tends greatly to illaRrate the

whole plan of falvation, by the riches of divine grace, or

the free, unmerited, unfohcited, love of God. How
much does it add to the beauty and meaning of feveral

paffages of fcripture ! as i John iv. 10. *' Herein is love,

'^ not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and fent

" hI'S Son to be the propitiation for our fins." Rom. v. 8.

" Eiiit God commendcth his love towards us, in that while

" we were yet finners, Chrill died for us." And the loth

verie of the fame chapter, " If when we were enemies,

" we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son ;

*' much more being reconciled, we Ihall be faved by his

*' liie." Guilt is of a fufpicioiis nature. It is even ob-

ferved in offences committed by one man againft another,

that he who hath done the injury is always hardefl: to be

reconciled. The fame thing appears very plainly in the

difpofition of finners towards God. A gloomy fear, a

defpondent terror, greatly hinders their return to him ;

nor can they ever take one fiep towards him, till, by the

dilplay of his ^mercy, this iniuperable obfiru6tion is re-

moved.

2. As a difcovery of the mercy of God is abfolutely ne-

ceflary to oar ferving him at all, fo it is, perhaps, of all

others the moft powerful motive to induce us to ferve him

in fincerity. Nothing whatever more illulirates the di-

vine glory. It prefents him as the proper obje<5l of wor-

fhip, of confidence, and of love. When a finner is once

burdened with a fenfe of guilt, fees the demerit of his

n-anfgreflions, and feels the jufiice of his own fentence,

what an inconceivable relief mufl: it give him to fee the

divine mercy ! and how infinitely amiable muft this God
of mercy appear in his eyes ! Others may reafon at their
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eafe upon the fubjeft, he is tranfported with unfpeakable

joy on the profpect. His heart is immediately taken cap-

tive ! he feels its conftrainin^r power, and yields himfelf

willingly to every demand oi" duty and gratitude. See,

to tills purpofe, the expreilions of the prophet Hofea, ch.

xi. 4^ " 1 drew them with cords of a man, with bands of

'^ love, and I was to them as they that take off the yoke
" on ^heir jaws, and I laid meat unto them." The fame

thing is every where in the New Tefiament reprefented

as the great commanding principle of obt»dience, 2 Cor.

V. 14. " For the love of Chrifl conftraineth us, becaufe
•' we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all

" dead." i John iv. 16. " And we have known and be-

" lieved the love that God hath to us. God is lo-ve ; and
*' he thatdwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in

" him." And verfe 19, of the fame chapter, " We lOve

" him, becaufe he firft loved us."

But further, even taking fear in a more limited fenfe,

as fignifying a holy reverence and dread of the power and

majefty of God, there being forgivenefs with him, is fo

far from weakening, that it llrengthens this fear ; and'that

on the two following accounts.

I. The infinite obligations we lie under to divine mer-

cy, mufl; ferve to improve our fenfe of the evil of fm, as

committed againil fo good and fo gracious a God, and to

increafe our abhorrence of it. The mercy of God to the

guilty, at (he fame time that it brings unfpeakable confo-

lation, as delivering them from the wrath to come, ferves

to humble them, by a view of their"own unworthy and
undutiful conduct. When an awakened convinced foul,^

under the apprehenfion of eternity approaching, begins to

contemplate the mercy of God as the ground of forgive-

nefs, he immediately thinks upon this mercy, as having

all along Ipared him in the midft of his provocations.

.A\'^hat a wonder of mercy is it, docs he fav to himfelf, that

I was not immediately cut ofl' in my wickednefs, at llich

a. time, or at Inch a time, which now return full upon his

memory ! He cannot ealily feparate the remembrance of

paft crimes from tlie mercy that with-held immediate

vengeance. Jmd furely nothing will ferve more to make
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the (inner tremble and (land afloniflied at his own guilt,

than refieftion on that forbearance of a patient God, which

did not doom him to Inilant and deferved dellructicn, but

fpared him to hear the glad tidings of peace.

Thus the unfpeakable grace of God in the gofpel opens

the fprings of pentitential forrow, and makes them flow

more fvveetly indeed, but more freely, and more copiouily

than before. You may obferve the ftronc^ pifture of pe-

nitence and love, which is drawn with inimitable beauty

by the evangelill Luke, ch. vii. 37, 38. " And behold a
" woman in the city, which was a fmner, when Ci'ie knew
" that Jefus fat at meat in the Pharifee's houfe, brought
" an alabafler-box of ointment, and flood at his feet be-

" hind him weeping, and began to wafli his feet with
" tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and
" killed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment."

Was it not in grace and mercy that the fuflering Saviour

looked upon Peter, which immediately confounded him ^

Luke xxii. 61, 62. " And the Lord turned, and looked
" upon Peter ; and Peter remembered the word of the

" Lord, how he had faid unto him. Before the cock crow,
" thou fhalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and
*' wept bitterl3\" What is it tlk that is reprefented by

the prophet as having fo flrong an elFet^t upon the believer

in producing penitential forrow, hut the love of our Re-

deemer? Zech. xii. 10. " And I will pour upon the houfe

" of David, and upon the inhabitants of jerufalem, the

" fpirit of grace and of fupplications, and they fliall look

" upon me whom they have pierced, and they Ihall mourn
" for him, as one mourneth for his only fon, and fhall be
" in bitternefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for his

" firft-born."

2. Forgivenefs with God tends to increafe our fear and
reverence of him, from the manner in which, and the con-

dition on which it is bellowed. Every clrcumflance in

this difpenfation of divine mercy is calculated to abafe the

fmner, and leave him nothing whereof to glory before

God. Forgivenefs is always declared to be an act of fo-

vereign grace, If, xliii. 25. " I, even I am he thatbloiteth

** out thy tranfgreffions for mine on fake, and will not

'/y-f^t/T"*'
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" remember thy fins." We are many times cautionecl

againll: imputing to ourfeh-es, or our own merit, what is

merely the eftect of divine mercy. If the fcripture is read

with care, there will be obferved many paffaf^es which car-

ry this inil:ru£lion in thein, to beware of taking merit to

ourfelves from the divine goodnefs, or any efFeifl or expref-

lioi! of it : Deut. ix. 4, 5. " Speak not thou in thine heart,

'' after that the Lord thy God halt call them out from be-
'*' fore thee, iaying, For my righteoufnefs the Lord hath
*' brought me in to pofltfs this land : but for the wicked-
*' nefs of thefe nations the Lord doth drive theni out from
'' before thee. Not for thy righteoufnefs, or for the iip-

'^ righmefs of thine heart, doft thou go to poffjls their larid ;

" but for the wickedaefs of thefe nations the Lord thy God
" doih drive them ouc from before thee, and that he may
" perform the word uhich the Lord fware unto thy fathers,

" Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob." Ezek. xxxvi. 21, 22.
" liut i had pity for mine holy name, which the houfe of
'•' ifrael had profaned among the heathen, whither they
*' weat. Therefore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus
*' fditli the Lord God, I do not this for your fakes, O houfe
" oi Ifrael, but for mine holy name's fake, which ye have
" profaned among the heathen, whither ye went."

it is probabl) alfo with this view, if we may prefume to

offer an opinion on fo deep a fubjecl, that the objects of

Ipecial mercy are fometimes chofen from among the moll

crimiii-dl, even the chief of fmners. Does not this forbid,

in the Ih-on^reft terms, every man to harbor the leall

thought, as if by his oww righteoufnefs, or being compa-

ratively lei's \vicl;cd than others, he had been entitled to"

the divine favor : Rom. ix. 15. 18. "• For he faith to

" Mofes, I w ill have mercy on whom I will have niercy,
*' and I will have companion on Vvi^om I will have com-
*'. palTion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him

.*' that runneth but of God that fheweth mercy. For the

" fcripture faith unto Pharaoh, Even for this lame purpofe
*' have 1 railed thee up, that I might Ihew my power in

" thee, and that my name might be declared throughout
*' all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he

" will have mqrc}^iind whom he will he hardeneth."
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But the circumftance on which we are called chiefly to

lix our attention, is, that forgivenefs is beilowed only-

through the blood of Chrifl. It is freely and gracioufjy

beilowed upon the fmner, but was dearly and hardly pur-

chafed by the furety. This is no new or unufual ibbjedt

in this congregation. But Oh ! my brethren, that we
could in fome meafure apprehend its infinite importance.

Think, I befeech you, on the holinefs and juHice of God,
C.S they fliine in the fuut rings and crofs of Chrifl : that a

righteous God required full falisfadlion for fin ; that " the

"Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all;'' that "it
*' pleafed the Lord to bruife him, and to put him to grief."

Are not the majefly and purity of God fet forth in this

tranfa£lion, in the moll clear and legible, nay in the moft

awful and terrible characters ? For they are written ia

blood. Is the Lord to be praift^d for his mercy ? and is

he not alfo to be feared for his juflice ? May we not, or

rather mufl we not, fay, " If fuch things were done in the
•' green tree, what fhall be done in the dry :" If God
favv it neceffary to lay fuch a load of wrath upon the Holy
One, when llanding in the room of fmners, what fliall

be the condition of the impenitent tranfgreffors, who fliall

lie under it forever ? We may well aciopt the words of

Mofesto the children of Ifrael, Deut. xxviii. 58, 59. "If
" thou wilt not obferveto do all the words of this law that
" are written in this book, that thou mayfl fear this glo-
" rious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GQD

;

" then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful, and
" the plagues of thy feed, even great plagues, and of long
" continuance, and fore iicknefTes, and of long Qontinu-
" ancc."

Do you not now, my brethren, fee much propriety, as
well as inflruflion, in this language. "' But there is' for-
'' givenefs with thee, that thou mayfl be feared :" The
exprefiion indeed is not lingular in the holy Scripture, even
in the fenfe now illuilrated. It is certainly on the fame
fubjea the Pfalmifl is fpeaking, when he fays, Pf. xl. 3.
" And he hath put a new foi^n my mouth, even praife^^^
" unto our God : many fnail fee it, and fear, and fhall^
" trull in the Lord." As alfo the prophet Hofea, ch. iii.

Vol. L Q.q
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5. " Afterwards fliall the children of Ifrael return, and
"• feek. the Lord their God, and David their king, and Ihall

" fear die Lord, and his goodnefs in the latter days."

IIL I proceed now to make fome practical improve-

ment of what hatli been faid. And,
1. From what hath been faid, you may learn, that none

can underlland, embrace, or e(teem the mercy of God,
but thofe who are convinced of their fin and mifery.

—

Mercy can be oi benefit only to the guilty ; mercy can
be beftowed only on the guilty ; and therefore all that can
be faid in illuflration of the divine mercy, all that can be

faid in commendation of the divine mercy, will be ef-

teemed as idle tales by thofe who do not know themfelves

to be guilty. Hence the negligence and unconcern with

which the gofpel is received. Very many of thofe to whom
it is addreffed are infenfible of their danger. The em-
ployments ofthev/orld ingrofs their time; the enjoyments

of the world poflefs their affe6lions: an eternal, unchange-

able Hate is fuppofed at too great a diftance to require their

attention. I befeech you, my brethren, to confider, .-that

the time of your trial is walling apace. Let the com-
mencement of another I'eafon* put you in mind of its

fpeedy paflage, and perfuade you to look forward to the

day of death or judgment, when all OiTers of mercy, and
exhortations to repentance, fliall ceafe, and when, though

ttiere may be forgivenefs with God to all the proper objeds

of it in his extenfive dominion, yet there Ihall be no for-

givenefs for you.

2. From what hath been faid you may obferve, that the ^ ,

publication of divine mere}', that the illuflration of the

riches of divine grace in the gofpel, hath not the lead ten-

dency Lo Icffen our fenfe of the evil of fin, or the obliga-

tion we lie under to obedience : on tlie contrary, it ferves

greatly to improve both the one and the other. When we
endeavor to bring confolation to the broken in heart; when
we fet before them the tender mercies of our f'od, and the

inlinite compallion of the Saviour ; when we prefs them

* Preached al^e beginning of the year.
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to hearken to the invitations of the gofpel; when we en-

courage them to reft their falvation upon it, and to be at.

peace ; this only ferves to excite their indignation againft

fin, and perluade them to fly from it, to bring them to

the obedience of children, and Ihed abroad the love of Gcd
in their hearts.

3. From what hath been faid, you may fee the differ-

ence between a real and fcriptural difcovery of forgive-

nefs with God, and that carelefs fecurity which arifes from

a prefumptuous reliance on his general mercy. Tlie one

prevents convi<ftion, the other produces it. The general

and common plea of God's mercy, keeps the fmner at

eafe as he is ; but a real and fcriptural difcovery of forgive,

nefs with God, heals the broken in heart, and at the fame

time increafes their fenfeof theevilof hn, and their abhor-

rence of every approach to it.

Prefumption, and fuch views of God's mercy as are

taken by the fecure, arife entirely from the extenuation of

fin. The language of their hearts is, " Surely this is not

fo great a matter, but God's mercy will forgive it." If

you will either ferioufly examine yourfelves, or obferve,

w^ith fome attention, the difcourfe of carelefs worldly per-

fons, you will perceive this very clearly. They comfort

themfelves with the thoughts of their little comparative

guilt, rather than of the certainty and greatnefs of divine

mercy. " I may perhaps," fays one of them, " have been
" guilty of fuch or fuch fins : but I am fure I never did fo

" or fo," or perhaps as fome others who immediately oc-

cur to their minds as greater finners than themfelves. I

cannot help mentioning to you the faying of a prince of

our own country towards the clofe of life, who had been a

remarkable libertine in his younger years :
" I cannot

" think," fays he* " that God will be fo hard as to damn
" a man for taking a little pleafure out of the common
" road."

In oppofition to this, the true penitent fees more than

ever his inexcufable guilt as a finner, but hopes for for-

givenefs from God, as the effect of his own infinite grace,

* K. Charles II. to Bifhop Buniet.
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and tlie accomplifhment of hir, proniife in the gorpel.

He gives the whole glory of it to him ; and never thinks

of diminifhing the luflrc of his tranfcendent mercy, by

covering or extenuating the offence. Hence fecure per-

fons are eafily fatisned, while true penitents make fuppli-

Cation with ftrong crying and tears. They are often re-

confidering the promife, and frequently queftionin;^ the

ground on which their dependance has been placed.

Hence alfo fecure perfons feek eafe to iht-mfelves from

the remonftrances of confcience, by fiiflinu, conviftion,

and offering excufes; but true penitents, by giving full

force to the accufation, and pleading the benefit of the re-

miffion. To fay all in a word, the one ftruggles hard to

be found innocent, the other to obtain mercy.

4. From what hath been faid, you may fee of how much
moment it is to the Chriftian to keep clear views of the

rnercv of God, as well as of his own intereft in it. The
moment he lofes the comfortable fenfe of peace with God,

bis chariot-wheels are troubled, and he drives heavily. It

makes his duty burdenfome, and his trials infupportable.

And no wonder* fmce he is not fo far left of God aS to

return to the fecurity of fmnevs ; and at the fame time

the fource of his inward coniblation is like a spring shut

up^ and a fountain sealed. For what end are the pro-

mifes of God contained in fcripture? why are they put

into your hands ? why are they repeated in your ears .''

Vv'hj^but for preferving you in that peace which the world

cannot give, and which, blefled be God, it cannot take

away. Hear what your Saviour fays John xvi. 33.
" Thefe things I have fpoken unto you, that in me ye
" mighit have peace. In the world ye Ihall have tribula-

tion : but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."

5. In the laft: place, You may fee from what hath been

faid, in what way you may mofl effcClually, and molt cer-

tainly, preferve your peace with God, viz. By the fre-

quent exercife of penitence and confeffion. This will

ihew you the neceffity of forgivenefs from God. This will

tonftrain you daily to feek for forgivenefs from God. Be-

ware of fceking or preferving peace by the extenuation ol

An, or by. ftifiing conTi-rtion- This may well lead you
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to floth and fecurity for a feafon, which lays the founda-

tion of the bittereft repentance of all; but will never give

you the comfort of God's children. He that fhutteth his

eyes upon his own fins, fliall never fee the glory of di-

vine mercy. Serious, voluntary, deliberate humiliation,

is the true way of promoting both that fleadincfs in duty,

and that peace with God, which ought to be the Chriftian's

fupreme defire. Whatever deflroys felf-fufficiency pio-

raotes the growth of true piety. The gofpel is particular-

ly directed to thofe that fee their neceffity. It brings com-

lort to the mourner, help to the miferable, and mercy to

the guilty. It is a great miitake, to think, that the con-

trition and penitence of tiie children of God is hurtful to

their comfort, for it is the very foundation of it ; accord-

ing to that refrelhing promife, with which I ihall conclude,

If Ixi. 1,2,3. " The fpirit of the Lord God is upon me,
" becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good ti-

" dings unto the meek, he hath fent me to bind up the bro-

'' ken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the

" opening of the prifon to them that are bound : to pro-

" claim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of

" vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn : to

" appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto

" them beauty for aflies, the oil of joy for mourning, the

*' garment of praife for the fpirit of heavinefs, that they

" might be called trees of righteoufnefs, the planting of

" the Lord, that he might be glorified."
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The nature of FAITH.

SERMON 4.

I J O H N iii. 23.

And this is his comtnandment, that xve should believe on ths

name of his Son jfesus Christ.

ACTION SERMON.

WE propofe, in .a little, to draw near to God in the

moll folemn adt of Chriftian worfliip. With v^/hat

humble folicitude ought we to enquire, whether we are

truly intitled to this great privilege, or may hope for ac-

ceptance in this important duty. It is the moft explicitj

and the moft public profeffion we can make of faith in the

Redeemer's blood ; and therefore none can do it in a pro-

per manner, but thofe who have indeed believed in the

Redeemer's name.

Faith in Chrift is the great foundation of our peace with

God. It is the great principle of our fandlification. It is

the great dillinftion between the heirs of glory and the

heirs of hell :
" For he that believeth, and is baptized,

*' fliall be faved ; but he that believeth not, Ihall be damn-
" ed." And therefore no fubjedl can be of more impor-

tance in general, or more fuited to our prefent employ-

ment, than what is prefented to us in the words of the

text : Tbis is his commandment^ That ive should betieve

on the name ofhis Son Jesus Christ.

In the context the apollle is fpeaking of the Chrift ian*s

confidence or perfuation of his relation to God, ver. 20, 21,
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2 2. " For if our heart condemn us, Gcd is greater than
*' our heart and knoweth all.things. Beloved, if our heart

** condemn us not, then have we confidence towards
'' God. And vvhatfoever we all: we receixe of him ; be-

" caufe we keep his commandments, and do thofe things

*' that are pleafmg in his fi;j;ht."

Having thus mentioned the commandments, he points

out in the words now read, the ^^-fat conmnndmeius of

the gofpel, in their order, And this is his commandment.

That ive should believe on the name of his Son Jesus

Christy and love one another^ as he gave us co7U7nand-

ment. My purpofe at this time is, to confine myfelf to

the firfl of thefe ; and open, in as comprehenfive and

pra6lical a manner as I am able, what it is lo believe

on the name of Jesus Christ the Son of God ; and having

done fo, to make fome pra6lical improvement of the fub-

jciSt; particularly, by prefiing every hearer, in the molt

earnefl manner, to obey this commandment of God-

L In the frst place, then, I am to explain what it is

to believe on the name of Jefus Chrift the Son of God-

Many have been the cont.roverfies raifcd and agilated on

tl:us fubject, moll of them unprofitable, and fome of them

very hurtful, as tending to difquiet and perplex the minds

of lerious perfons, and fometimes even to furnifli an ob-

jcftion lo the enemies of the gofpel. I fliall therefore

avoid every thing of this kind, as in general undefirable,

and at this time highly unfeafonable ; and endeavor to

lay it down in fuch a manner as I hope may be under-

llood by the meaneft real Chriftian, and may afTord td ,

every exercifcd foul inv/ard confolation and peace with

God.

For this purpofe, I hope it will be fufficient to obferve,

that faith may be confideredin two views ; its object, and

its adings: ill. The object of faith ; that is to fay, the

truths to be believed: 2dly, The actings of faith ; or

what it is to believe thefe to the faving of the foul. As to

the object of faith, it is thus expreffed in our text, This is

his com?nandment. That ive should believe on the name of

his Sun Jesus Christ. CtMst Jesus, the Saviour, then, is
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the objea of faith. This, in its full extent, includes

every thing tlwt is revealed in the holy fcriptures, with

refpedl to his perfon, character, and work. It may indeed

be faid to include the whole revealed will of God ; becaule

every part of this will has a more remote or immediate

reference to him. Chrill Jefus is " the Alpha and Ome-
" ga, the firfl and the lall, the beginning and the ending,"

of the will of God as revealed for our falvation. But as

every thing elfe was only introductory and preparatory to

his atonement, or confequent upon it, I fhall chiefly dire(5l

your attention to him as a Saviour from guilt and pollu-

tion. This the name of Jefus immediately imports :

Matth. i. 21. " And thou flialc call his name Jefus : for

*' he lliall fave his people from their fms." In this view,

1 think the object of faith may be fummed up in the fol-

lowing particulars.

I. Tnat we are, by nature, in a ftate of fin, alienated

in heart from God, tranfgreffors of his law, and liable to his

wrath. If this were not the cafe, a Saviour would not

be neceffary ; salvation would be a word v/ithout force,

and even without meaning. It is accordingly found in

experience, that till there be a conviftion of this truth

upon the confcience, the tidings of a Saviour are always

treated with neglect or difdain. Nothing can be ftronger

than the language of fcripture on this fubjeft in many paf-

fages; particularly, Matth. xviii. ii. " For the Son of

" man is come to fave that which was loQ." Luke v. 31,

32. *' And Jefus anfwering, faid unto them, they that are

•' whole, need not a phyfician ; but they that are fick. I

" came not to call the righteous, but finners to repentance.'*

I fliall alfo read to you the account of our natural Hate,

and the end of Chrih's coming, given by the apollle Paul,

Eph. ii. I 5. " And you hath he quickened who
" were dead in trei'paffes and fins, wherein in time pail

'" ye walked according to the courfe of this v/orldj accord-

" ing to the prince of the povv'^er of the air, die Ipirit that

" now worketh in the children of difobedience. Amoag
'"'' whom alfo we all had our converfation in times pall, in

" the "lults of our fleih, fulfilling the defires of the ilelh,

" and of the mind ; and were by nature the cliildren of

Vol. L R r
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" wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in merry,
*' for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we
*' were dead in fins hath quickened us together with Chrift,

"
C^y grace ye are faved)." I forbear to mention the

proof of this iVom the hiftory of the world, from the marks
of God's difpleafure againft fin in the courfe of providence,

and from the teftimony of confcience, as I have illullratecl

them at confiderable length in other difcourfes. Let it

fuffice at prefent to fay, that the firft truth which is the ob-

ject of faith, is the guilt and mifery of our nature.

2. The next part of the objedl of faith is, that there is

no way of recovery from this llate but by Chrift : Acts iv.

12. " Neither is there falvation in any other ; for there is

*' none other name under heaven given among men where-
" by we mufl be faved." If there were any other, it

tvould not be the command of God that we fliould believe

in the name of his fon Jefus Chrift. After men are in

fome meafure fenfible that they are guilty, it is often diffi-

cult to convince them that they are helplefs. There is

fomething fo mortifying in this confideration, and fo hum-
bling to our pride, that it is with great unwillingnefs'we

yield to it. Nay, after we have feemed to confei's it, we
are often ready to retract it. The fmner has always a

pronenefs to feek fome rcfource in himftlf. Hence the

difpofition to extenuate his guilt ; and if he cannot plead

abfolute, to place fome dependance upon comparative in-

nocence. Hence the difpofition to magnify human merit,

as if, by the value of fome good deeds, we could balance

or cancel the guilt of our difobedience. Hence the end-

lefs variety of human inventions, of coflly facrifices and
"

voluntary penance. Micah vi. 6, 7. " Wherewith fliall

•' I come before the Lord, and bow myfelf before the high

"God? fhall I come before him with burnt-offerings,

"with calves of a j^ear old? Will the Lord be pleafed

•** with thoufands of rams, or with ten thoufands of rivers

" of oil ? iTiall I give my firft-born for my tranfgreffion, the

*' fruit of inv body for the fin of my foul r" The truth is,

till the finner is llript of every plea, and found to be with-

out excufe, he will Hill refufe to* be indebted to the grace

of his Redeemer. But hearse the. Spirit of God, Rev.
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iii. 17, 18. " Becaufe thou liiyefl, I am rich, and increaf-

" ed with goods, and have need of nothing ; and knowell
" not that thou art wretched, and miierable, and poor, and
'' blind, and naked. 1 counfel thee to buy of me gold tri-

" ed In the fire, that thou mayeft be rich ; and white rai-

" ment, that thou mayeft be clothed, and that the fliame of

" thy nakednefs do not appear; and anoint thine eyes

" with eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee.''

3. This leads me to the third part of the objed of faith,

wz. That the pardon of fin, and peace with an offended

God, is freely offered to the chief of finners through Chrift.

The two preceding truths are preparatory to this, and

ferve to point out its neceffity and moment. This is the

gracious meffage which was brought into the world by the

gofpel ; and from which it derives its name, importing

glad tidings. What we are particularly to attend to here

is, ((.) that Chrift Jefus was fubftituted in the room of

fmners, and fuffered, the juft for the unjuft, that he might

bring us to God ; that the holinefs and juftice of God
required an expiation of fin, which was made by this im-

maculate vidim : Ifa. liii. 5, 6. '* But he was wounded
" for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities :

" the chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and with

" his ftripes we are healed. All we like llieep have gone
*' aftray ; we have turned every one to his own way, and
*' the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

Rom. iii, 25. " Whom God hath fet forth to be a propi-

" tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righte-

" oufnefs for the remiffion of fins that are paft, through the

" forbearance of God." (2.) Another thing alfo to be ob»

ferved, is the conftitution of the fufferer's perfon. It was

no lefs than the eternal and only begotten Son of God.

This is a circumftance of the utmoft moment, and on which

the greateli: ftrefs is manifeftly laid in fcripture. It is in-

cliided in the words ol the text :
" This is his command-

" ment. That we fliould believe on the name of his Son
" Jeliis Chrift." It is alfo conftantly found in the early

Confellions of Faith ; John i. 49. " Nathaniel anfwered
" and faid unto him. Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou
*' art the King of IfraeL" Matth- xvi. 16. " And Si-
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" mon Peter anfwered and faid, Thou art the Chrill, the

" ion of the living God.'' Ads viii. 37. " And Philip

" laid. If thou believeft with all thine heart, thou mayeit.

" And he anfwered and faid, I believe that Jefus Chrifl is

" the Son of God." Unltfs this is attended to, we fhall

neither be fufficiently fenfible of the evil of fin, which re-

quired fiich an atonement, nor of the love of God which

provided it, nor of the power of the Saviour to execute-

it ; nor can we have fach encouragement to put our trull

in it.

From thefe two circumftances yoi\ may be diredled to

contemplate the leading and prmcipal o jed of faith, -oiz,

the only begotten Son of God dymg in our room, and

purchaiing our pardon. Jefus, the mediator of the new
covenant, having finifhed his work, invites weary and

heiivy-laden finners to come unto him ; and aflures them

that the higheft demands of the law are aniV/ered, that

their debt is tuliy paid, and nothing is now to be laid to

their charge : Rom. viii. 33, 34- '^ Who fhall lay any
" ihing to the charge or God's eleft ? It is God that juf-

'' tilieth: Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chrill fhat

'-' died, yea rather, that is rifen again, who is even at the

'' right hand of God, who alio maketh intercellion for us."

Rev. xxii. 17. " And the Spirit and the bride fay. Come.
*' And let him that iieareth, fay, Come. And let him
*^ that is athirlt, come : and v;hofoever will, let him take

" the water of life freely."

4. In ihe lafl place, The obje6l of faith is the pov/er of

Chrill to renew our natures, to deliver us from the bon-

dage of corruption, and bring us into the glorious liberty

of God's children. We mull never feparate the Redeem-

er's merit and his pov.'er. Conviction is imperfeft unlets

we fee our Havery, as well as mifery, and unfeignedJy

defire deliverance from both- Neither do we properly

apprehend the extent of Clirifl's undertaking, unlel's we
view him exalted as a prince and a Saviour to give repen-

tance to Ifrael, and remiffion of fins. There are two

things equally efl'ential to the gpfpcl upon this particular.

(l.) The neceffiry of being fandified. Salvation in fin is

r\ot promifed j falvation or hafJpinefs in lin is not pofiible

;
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and therefore all who hope for falvation through Chrlfl;,

mufi be renewed in the fph-it of then- minds- Thence-

forth they niufl not ferve fin : 2 Cor- v- 17. '' If any man
*' be in Chriil, he is a new creature : old things are pa/Ted

" away, behold, all things are become new.'' If the wrath

of God is revealed againll all ungodlinefs of men, it mud
ftill abide on the children of difobedience.

(2.) The other thing to be obferved is, that the fan£lt-

fication of the believer is the purchafe of Chriil's blood,

and the work of his Spirit. This is plain through the

whole of the fcriptures both of the Old Tellament and
the New. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. " Then will I

'' fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fliall be clean;

" from all your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I

" cleanfe you. A new heart alfo will I give you, and a

" new Spirit will I put within you, and I will take away
" the ilony heart out of your fleih, and I will give you an
" heart of flelh. And I will put my Spirit within you,
" and caufe you to walk in my flatutes, and ye fliall keep
" my judgments, and do them." John xv. 4, 5. " A-
" bide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear

" fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine ; no more can
" ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the
*' branches : he that abideth in me, and 1 in him, the
*' fame bringeth forth much fruit : for without me ye can
" do nothin^T." Nothing can be (tronger than the Ian-

guage ufed on this fubjeft :
" His grace is fufficient for

"• us ; his flrength is made perfeft in weaknefs. " By
" the grace of God,'' fays the Apoille, " I am what I am.'*

And again, " Not I, but the grace of God which was with
" me." Nay, he is faid " to work in us both lo will and
" to do of his good pleafure." All this Ihows, that there

is no room left for the fmner to glory ; but that the whole

of his lofs by the fall, both his integrity and his happinefs,

may be recovered, and can only be recovered through

Chrifl. This is the lum of evangelical truth, this is the

fource of evangelical holinefs : Gal. ii. 16.—20. " Know-
'' ing that a man is not juilified by the works of the law,
*' but by the faith of Jefus Chrift, even we have believed
*' in Jefus Chrift ; that we might be juflified by the faith of
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*' Chriil, and not by the works of the law ; for by the
*' works oi the law fhall no fleih be JLiftifjed. But if while

" we feek to be juUified by Chrifl, we ourfelves alio are

"•found finiiers, is therefore Chriil the minifler of fin ?

*'• God forbid. For if I build iigaiii the things which I

" deflroyed, 1 make myfelf a tranlgreffor. For I through
" the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.
" I am crucified with Chrift : neverthelefs I live ; yet not
" I, but Chrili liveth in me : and the life which I now live

" in the flelh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
*•'" loved me, and gave liimfelf for me."

1 proceed now, in the fecond place, to confider the a6l-

ings of faith, or what is implied in believing thefe truths

to the faving of the foul. And I cannot help oblerving

to you, that it is but in compliance with common cullom,

or at lead with the prelcnt liate of things, that I fay much
upon this part of the fubjetl- I am perluaded it is of

much more confequence, and much more proper, to di-

re6t you to the object of faith in God's revealed will, to

explain it in all its extent, and to prefs it with all the evi-

dence that attends it, than to examine curioully into,'and

diilinguilh nicely upon the nature of faith, as it is an aft

of the human mind. I do not find, that the fcripture fays

much upon the aft of believing ; but it is in a manner

v.'holly employed in telling us %vhat \vt ought to believe,

both with regard to our apoilafy and recovery. We do

indeed read in fcripture of believing with all the heart.

We read alio of a temporary faith in the llony-ground

hearers ; and of the flrength and weaknefs of faith- But

all this feems, at leaft chiefly, to relate to the firmnefs or

uncertainty of our perfuafion of, or afi'ent to the truths

which are addrefled to us in the name of God. The fim-

plell view of faith feems to be receiving " the record

•^ which God hath given us of his Son." Agreeably to

this, the reverfe of faith in fcripture is doubting : Matth.

xiv. 31. " O thou of little faith, wherefore didd thou

"doubt.'" Matth. xxi. 21. " Jcfus anfwered and iaid

" unto them, verily I fay unto, you, If ye have faith and
" doubt not, ye fhall not only do this which is done to

*' the figvtree, but alfo, ifye Ihall fi*^ unto this mountain,
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*' Be thou removed, and be thou call into the Tea ; it fhall

" be done."

But, my brethren, fince there have been queftions up-

on this fubjedt, and fince it is certain from experience ihat

there is a deceitfuhiefs in the human heart, and a fuppofed

faith, which yet is vain and fruitlefs, I fhall oblerve, that

the actings of faith may be refolved into the three follo\r-

ing particulars, or that the faith of God's eledt will difco-

ver itfelf by the three following efFeds.

I. A firm affent of the underftanding to what is re-

vealed of Chrift in fcrlpture ;
particularly as fummed up

in the preceding part of this difcourfe : That you believe

the loft and helplefs ftate of man by nature and pradlice :

That Chrill is able to lave to the uttermoft ; and that he

hath made effectual provifion, both for expiating your

guilt and purifyitig your hearts. Perhaps you will think

this is eafy, and be ready to fay, that you have from your

youth given, and that you do at this moment give, entire

credit to the whole. But, my brethren, there is more
here than you are aware of : there is a great difference be-

tween a common and traditionary belief, which was never

tried, and that inward and perfonal convi(3:ion which

dwells in the heart, and therefore will govern the life. If

any man believe, that all the poderity of Adam are in a

ftate of guilt and mifery, one would think it unavoidable

that he mull perceive his own danger as a part of the

whole ; and yet I am perfuaded, it is ufually a perfonal

conviction of guilt and danger by the law upon the con-

fcience that firfl; opens frhe finners eyes upon the general

truth ; and then his own intereft makes it bulk in his ap-

prehenfion, and raifes in him an earneft folicitude, both

to examine into the caufe of the diieafe, and to afk after

the method of cure.

There is another way of confidering the aiTent of the

miderflanding to divine truth. The teftimony of faith is

oppofed to the teflimony of fenfe. Faith tells us, that our

only happinefs is in the favor of God, and that this can

only be obtained through Chrift ; that eternity is coming
on ; and that there is no time to be loft. Senfe, on the

other hand, tells us, that the v/orld is good, that its de-
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lights are pleafant, and that our comfort is here ; not for-

sfcttin?" to rcnrefent the fervice of God as a burden and

drudgery. In the mean time, the corrupt principle with-

in, ailenls to the dehifion, and aflifts in blinding the

mind ; adding, that whatever may be in religion, the dan-

ger may be warded off by a late repentance. It is not

enough then to give a cold and general afient to the truths

of religion when they are not contradiiSled, but to believe

thetelHmony of faith, in oppofition to the fuggeftions of

lenfe ; or, in other words, to wa/k by faith ^ and not by

sight. That this may be brought to the tell, 1 obferve,

2. That faith implies the confent and approbation of

the heart to every truth with regard to Chrifl's pcrfon and

character, and faivation through his blood. To every be-

liever, the plan of redemption by the Mediator of the new
covenant, appears not only true, but wife, reafonable,

gracious, and necelfary. This, my brethren, particular-

ly dillinguiflies true faith, not only from unbelief and fe.

curity, but from an empty and barren profeflion. The
carelefs defpife the truth, tiie believer adores it ; the half

Chriftian is afliamed of it, the believer glories in it : i'God
" forbid," fays the apolUe, Gal. vi. 14. " that I fhould
*' glory, lave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift." i Pet.

ii. 7. "• Unto vou therefore which believe, he his preci-

^'ous: but unto the[n which be difobedient, the Hone
*'' which the builders difallowed, the fame is made the head-
*' of the corner."

I believe indeed it is ufually a deep and heart-felt con-

viclion of danger, which firil pe»fuades the fmner of the

truth, and makes the trembling penitent a willing b^-,

liever. But becaule there m'ay be fometimes a belief of

that truth, which we do not efleem, nay, even a jealoufy

and fufpicion of the truth of what ue inv/ardly hate, I have

.added, that faith implies the confent and approbation of

the heart. The whole do6trine of redemption appears to

the believer moll admirably calculated to promote the

glory of God, and fecure the lalvation of fumers. Even
what bears hardell upon man,^ taking away the foundati-

on of felf-righteoufnefs and felf-depcndance, appears to

him perfedlly reafonable : he not ^\y fubmils to it, but
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embraces and clofes with it. He fees the law to be holy

;

he confefles the threatening to be jull: ; and he is not only

content, but thankCal, that his prel-.-T't deliverance and

future fecurity depend, not on himicli\ bat on the Re-

deemer. Ke is willing to be only and eternally indebted

to the unmerited mercy and fovereiga grace of God in

Chrirt Jefus.

Thus you fee the doctrine of falvation is reprefented

in fcripture under the form of a blelling to be received, as

well as a truth to be believed : If. Iv. i, 2, 3. " Ho, every
" one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and he that

*' hath no money ; co.Tie ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy
" wine and milk without money, and without price.

" Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which is not
" bread ? and your labor for that which fatisfieth not ?

" hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is

" good, and let your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline

" your ear, and come unto me ; hear, and your foul Ihall

" live, and I will make an everlalling covenant with you,
*' even th^ fure mercies of David," Matth. xi. 28.
*' Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden,

" and I w^ill give you reft.'' And indeed the infpired

writers always fpeak of it in fuch terms as fhew them-

felves not only fatisfied of the truth, but deeply penetrated

with a fenfe of the greatnefs of the mercy ; Eph. iii. 17,

18, 19, " Tliat Chrill may dwell in your hearts by faith ;

*•' that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able,

" to comprehend with all faints, what is the breadth, and
*' length, and depth, and height ; and to know the love of
" Chrift, which pafTeth knowledge, that ye might be filled

'' with all the fulnefs of God."

3. In the laft place, faith implies fuch a perfonal ap-

plication of tlie truths of the gofpel as produceth repofe

of confcience, dependance and reliance on the Saviour.

This, my brethren, is the point firft in view, and the

termination of the whole ; and I cannot help diinking,

that it is fo eflential to faith, that faith and trufi; are often

put reciprocally for one another in the New Teflam.ent

;

as in Eph. i. 12, 13. " That we fhould be to the praife

*' of his glory, who firfi: trufled in ChriO;, In whom ve

Vol. I. S 5
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•' alio truHecl after that ye heard the word of truth, the gof-

" pel of your Iklvation : in whom alfo after that ye be-

*' lieved, ye were fealed with that holy Spirit of promife."

I do not mean to fay, that divine faiih is a belief that

Chrill died for me in particular. I know the Urong objec-

tions which lie againll that form of expreflion. The ob-

je6l of faith is, that Chriil: died for loft fmners of the race

of Adam. But as it can hardly be fuppofed, that any give

their affent to this truth till they are convinced that they

themfelves are fmners, fo, if they believe that there is no
falvation in any other, and that he is able to fave to the

uttermofl, it feems to follow of neceflity, that they will

reft and rely " upon him alone for falvation as he is ofFer-

" ed in the gofpel." This is certainly the view given us

of the matter in the holy fcripture : Rom. v. i. " There-
" fore being jullified by faith, we have peace with God,
" through our Lord Jefus Chrifl." Heb. vi. 18. " That
" by two immutable things, in which it was impoflible for

'* God to lie, we might have ailrong confolation, who have
" fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope fet before us."

Faith and defpair are inconfiftent. Faith and hope are in-

feparable. The glory of the Redeemer's perfon, the per-

feftion of his atonement, and his ability to fave, are all fet

before us in the gojpel ; and if we cannot rely upon him,

if we cannot truft our falvation in his hands, it certainly

ariies from fome doubt or difapprohation of thefe intereil-

ing ti'uths. If you doubt of the truth, it is no wonder that

you diilrull the promife; but if you are truly and inward-

ly fatisfied of Chrifi's power and mercy, you will tlofe with

him, as your Saviour, and fay unto him, in the words of »

Thomas, when his doubts were removed, " My Lord,
" and my God."—Thus I have fliortly given you a view

of the ablings of faith : which may all be reduced to v;hat

I have endeavored to illuflrate ; the aflent of the under-

ilanding, the ajiprobation of the heart, and thefe jointly

producing repofe of confcience and peace with God.

II. I proceed now, in \\\q. Jast place, to make fome

pra6lical improvement of what hath beeii faid on this im-

portant i'ubje6l. And, in the 5^
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Fipft place, Hence learn the abfolute neceflity of felf-

denial, and how much it ought to prevail in the temper

of a Chriftian. In explaining to you the objedl of faith,

I have endeavored to lay before you the nature of the gof-

pel-meflage, and the fubftance of the truth as it is in Je-

ius, mz- the lofl: and helplefs liate of man by nature, for-

givenefs through the blood ofChrifl, and fanclification as

the work of his Spirit. If this view is juft, then religion

muft be begun, preferved, improved, and perfected, by

union with Chrill- If this view is jufi:, then all felf-righte-

oafnefs and felf-dependance is a denial of ChriO:. And in-

deed, fuch is the life of a believer, if the conduct of the

great apoftle of the Gentiles may be taken for an example:

Phil. iv. 13. "I can do all things through Chrift which
" Ilrengtheneth me-"

2. Hence alfo learn the neceflity of a new nature, in

order to a new life- If the old nature is indeed in ruins,

it will be lofl labor to begin to build without a nev/ foun-

dation. And if the foundation is ill laid, however beau-

tiful the fuperflru(5lure, the fabric cannot be lafting- The
not attending to this is vifibly the caufe of many mifcarri-

ages. Men often refolve upon fome amendment of life,

from prudence, conveniency, or even from imperfect con-

vi6lions, and fome apprehenfion of eternity itfelf- But
though thefe refolutions are formed with feeming fmcerity,

inherent corruption foon becomes too flrong for fuch fee-

ble oppofition. Remember therefore our Saviour's cauti-

on, " Either m^ke the tree good, and his fruit good ; or

" make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt-" If you

dcfire to live a life of holinefs or virtue, apply to God
through Chrill, for the pardon of your fms, and peace with

him. Entreat of him alfo, in the fame prevailing name,

that by his grace he would implant in you " a new heart,

" and a new fpirit, that you may walk in his ways, and
*' obferve his judgments to do them."

3. Learn alio how injurious they are to the doflrine of

falvation by faith in Chrifl, who llander it as unfriendly to

holinefs of life. So far from being unfavorable to holinefs,

it makes the mofl: effedlual provifion for it. Obedience to

the whole law of God, is embraced by every believer as his
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choice, and promifcd as his duty ; only he expects to de-

rive llrength from his Redeemer to enable him to dil'charge

it, I dcfire to bear witnefs, and fo will every faithful nii-

nifler of the New Tefiauient, that Chrifl came not to de-

ft roy the law, but to fulfil it. He hath not only left it in

its full force upon the confcience, but he hath added to its

obligation. The awful lanQion of the law fliall take place

upon every impenitent fmner. It is well reprefented by
the flying roll, in the prophecies of Zechariah, chap. v. 3,

4. " Then f^tid he unto me, This is the curfe tnat goeth
''• ibrth over the face of the whole earth : for every one
" that lleaieth, Ihall be cut ofT as on this fid'.-, according
*' to it; and every one that fwtareth, fnall be cut off as

'^ on that fide, according to it. I will brir.g it forth, faith

*' the Lord of hoftc, and it rh?dl enter into the houfe of tl;r;

" thief, and into the houle of him that fweareth falfely by
*' my name ; and it fliall remain in the midil of his houle,
*' and (liall ccnfume it, with the timber thereof, and the
*' liones thereof." See alfo the fuperadded lanction of the

gol'pel, Heb. X. 28, 29. " lie that defpifed Mofes' law,
*' die.l without mercy, under two or three v/itnefles : of
** how much forer punifliment, fuj^pofe ye, fliall he be
" thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son
*' of God, and hath counted the blood of the coverant,
" wherewith he was fanftified, an unholy thin;?, and hath
" done defpite unto the Spirit of grace ?" Hear it, my bre-

thren, hear it for your fouls' fake, any known fm allov/ed

in the heart or converfation, is as inconfiftent with lalva-

tion under the covenant of grace as under the covenant

of works ; or rather to i'peak more properly, as many r.5

continue in the practice of Jin are condemned all eady, and
remain under the power of that m'mistration of death.

To delight in the law of the I-ord after the inward man,
is the fruit of faith, the chara<5ler of the new nature, and
neceQary to fit you for the divine prefence.

4. Suffer me to fay a few words, for the reproof and
convi(Slion oflhofe who are living in contempt of the gof-

pel. Alas ! how many are there who turn a deaf ear to

the mofl earneft and prelfing irivitations addrefled to them

in the word of God, and enlorce(^l>y his providence!
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There are two foifs of defpifers of the gofpel. (i.) Thofe

who are open and ^avowed enemies to the dodlrhie of the

gofpel, who defert it, defj/ife it, or flander it. Too many
there are of this characl-rin the prefent age, to whom the

crofs of Chrid is fooliflmefs- O ! how deplorable is their

folly ! and how aggravated their guilt ! If this is the di-

vine commandment. That we (liould believe in the name
oi the Son of God; and if tliere is truth in the divine

word, " That there is no falvation in any other ;" mife-

rable indeed mull be the Hate of tliofe who are found thus

iighting againft God. Will it be a light thing to be found

defpifers of all that grace and love manifeiled in the gof-

pel ? How heavy is the threateiiing, in our Saviour's own
words, againd thoie who defpife the precious corner cionc^

and triedfoundation^ which is laid in Zion, Matth- xxi.

44. '-'• And whofoever (hall tall on this flone, fliall be bro-

" ken; but on whom.foever it fnall fall, it v/ill grind him
*' to powder-" (2-) They are defpifers of the gofpel who,

profeffing belief in the doftrine of Chriil, continue to live

in unrighteoufnefs. He came to turn you from all your

tranfgreffions, as well as to deliver you from condemna-
tion. His power is particularly illuflrated in bringing

fmners " from darknel's to light, and from the power of

" Satan unto God." The end of his coming is lofl to all

thofe who continue in fin- If they are called by his name,
they are a fcandal to it ; if they form any hopes from his

fufterings, they will be difappointed ; if they advance any

claim to his mercy, it will be rejefted ; if they plead rela-

tion to him, he will openly renounce them : Matth- vii,

21, 22, 23. *' Not every one that faith unto me. Lord,
*' Lord, (hall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he
*' that doth the will of my Father which is hi heaven.

" Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
" not prophefied in thy name ? and in thy name have calt

" out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful
" works ? and then will I profefs unto them, I never knew
" you : depart from me ye that work iniquity-"

5. In the last place, Suffer me, in the moft earneft

manner, to befeech every fmner in this alfembly, to be-

lieve in the name of the Son of God. I fay, every finner.
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becaufe thofe only who are fenfible that they are finners,

will be obedient to the call.

Are yo'j not therefore fenfible of your guilt and dan-

ger ? Are your underflandings fo blinded? Is natural

confcience iifelf io feared, that you do not fee how much
you fland in need of a Saviour ? Remember, that if there

be any truth in the whole compafs of natural and reveal-

ed religion that cannot be fpoken againfl, it is this, That
God " is of purer eyes than that he can behold iniquity ;"

and that, for this reafon, " he will render to every man
'' according to his works." It is a truth engraven upon
the confcience, and ratified by the courfe of providence ;

the Heathens difcovered it through the thickell darknefs ;

and the guilty confefs it by their daily fears. What a har-

veft of converts would I bring in, even in this allembly, if

I could but lead to the Saviour every one that believes, in

fome meafure, in a judgment to come ! What an aftonifli-

ing diforder is brought into our nature by fni ? What a

marvellous delufjon is upon the mind, and what inconfif-

tency is there in the conduft of fiimers ! It is hard to fay,

which of the two is mod amazin;]; ; their backwardnefg to

receive the truth, or their unwillingnefs to obey it ; their

inattention to evidence on the one hand, or their forgetful-

nefs of what they do believe, upon tiie other. Is there

any perfon within thcfe walls, who doubts that he is to die ;

or who does not believe, that he mult be judged after

death ? Are you then ready for the trial ? Have you fer-

ved your Maker ? Have you loved him above all ? Have
you lived to his glory ? Have you fought and placed your

nappinefs in his favor ? Or are you fenfible that iniqui- ^
,

ties have prevailed againlt you ? Have they now taken

hold upon you, fo that you cannot lift your eyes ? Behold,

I preach peace to you by Jefus Chrilh Believe in his

name and merits for your pardon : rely on his grace and

Spirit for your your reformation ; and return to God,
through him, as your unchangeable portion. This is the

tenor of the gofpel : Luke xxiv. 46, 47. " Thus it is

" written, and thus it behoved Chrill to fuffer, and to

'' rife from the dead the third day : and that repentance
" and remifficn of fins fliould be pr^hed in his name,
*' among all nations, beginning at JerufalemJ' /
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CHRIST'S DEJvTK a PROPER ATONEMENT for SIN.

SERMON 5,

I JOHN li. 2.

And he is the propitiationfor our sins : and notfor ours only,

but also for the sins of the zuhole ivorld.

action sermon.

My Brethren,

TO as many as have any belief of eternity, it muftbe
a matter of luifpeakable moment to know, how

they may have confidence towards God. This enquiry

becomes, if poffible, iHlI more ferious, when we confider

man as in a lapfed and corrrpc Itate by nature, as guilty,

and obnoxious to his M:^.ker's righteous judgment. Then
it becomes neceffary, not only to preferve the favor, not

only to avoid the difpleailire, but to feek for fome fhelter

or covering from the wrath of God.

This is the account given us of our condition in fcrip-

ture; which, as it is a truth of the utinoil importance,

lying at the foundation of all rejig;ion, I have often endea-

vored both to explain and enforce. And happy, happy
they who have heard with application ; happy they whofe
eyes have been opened on their danger as finners ; who
have {ttxv and felt the evil of fin, as a departure from, and
rebellion againft a mofl holy, righteous and gracious God.
Happy they, who, rejecting the vain reafonings of the

carnal mind, and the cob-web-defences of the fhort-fight-
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cd creature, have been laid profltale as guilty and lielp-

lefs, btifore tlie fovereign and almighty Creator. All

mankind, in the feveral ages of the world, have in gene-

ral discovered fuch ajealoufy of their condition, and have

fo far lelt the reprool and condemnation of natural con-

fcience, that tiieir attempts and inventions have been in-

numerable to appeafe theoHended Deity.

But bleflcd be tlie name of God, ve are not left to any
uncertainty as to tiiis important quellion. We may chear-

fully apply our minds to it and receive unfpeakable con-

iblation " through the tender mercy of our God ; where-
" by the day-fpring from on high hath vifited us." The
way to life and peace is fully explained in the glorious

gcfpel of the Son of Gody We are indeed, by nature,

guilty finners, enemies to God in our minSs, and by
wicked works; but there is a gracious provifion made for

our recovery in the mediation of Ghrifi. This is the ftrong

hold and refuge of the finncr ; it is the foundation ftone

and confidence of the believer. In the 8th and 9th verfes

of the }3receding chapter, the ai)ortle John fays, " If we
" fay that we have no fni, we deceive ourfelves, and the
" truth is not in us. If we confefs our fins, he is faith-

*' ful and juil to forgive us our fine, and to cleanfe us from
^' all unrighteoufnefs." And in the verfe preceding the

text, " My litde children, thefe things write I unto you,
" that ye fin not. And if any man fin, we have an ad-
*' voca:te with the Father, Jelbs Chrift the righteous."

—

He then teaches the Chiiftian to live by faith in the Savi-

our's blood: And he is the propitiation for our sins. And
that he might further illuftrate the extent and efficacy of

the great atonenient, he adds, and not for ours only\

but alsofor the sins of the whole ivorld. In further dif-

courfing on this fubjedl, I propofe, through the aflifiance

of divine grace, \
I. To confider Chrift as the propitiation for fin, or

v/hat is implied in his being ^o called.

II. To confider the extent of this propitiation, or its

being for the fins of the whole world. And,
HI. To make fome practical improvement of the fub-

je6t. .#



Atonement for S'nh 333

I. Firft, then, Let us consider Chrht as the propitia-

tion for sin, or ijohat is implied in bis being so called.—
Vv^e find our Saviour defigned as a propitianon iu leveral

other paffages of icripture ; as in this cpiltle, chap. iv. 10.

*' Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he
*' loved us, and lent his Son to beihe propitiation for our
*' fins ;" and Rom. lii. 25, " Vv'iiom God liath fet forth
*' to be a propitiation through faith in his bluod." It is

the opinion of many learned men, that Chrill is called

a propitiation^ ov the propitiation^ in allufion to the mer-
cy-feat above the ark, which was fet up at firll in the ta-

bernacle, and afterwards in the temple in the mofl: holy-

place. To confirm this, it is obferved, that the original

word here ufed is the fame which the'Greek tranflators of

the Old Tcitament ahvvays ufe to denote the mercy-leat,

and which the apoftle to the Hebrews ufes when fj^eaking

of the fame fubjeCl, Heb. ix. 5. " And over it the cheru-
" bims of glory fliadowing the mercy-feat : of which we
" cannot nov/ fpeak particularly." But I apprehend there

is fome inverfion of the order of things in this remark : for

Chrift is not called a propitiation in ailufion to the mercy-
feat, which, independent of him, could ill bear that de-

nomination ; but the mercy-feat hath this title given to ic

becaufe it was an eminent type of Chrift. It beautifully

indeed reprefented tlie benetit v/hich v/e derive from him
as our propitiation. For as God, by the Shechinah. or

fymbol of his prefence, dwelt of old upon the mercy-feat,

between the ciierubims, and was from that place propiti---

ous to his people ; fo now God dwells in Chrift, and by
him reconciles fmners to himfelf : 2 Cor. v. 19. '' To wit,
'^ That Gcd was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto
" himfelf, not imputing their trefpaiTes unto them ; and
" hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation,"

In that ancient difpenfation, every worlhipper was to look

toward the mercy-feat ; and it was from' thence that God
accepted them, and gave intimations of their acceptance :

fo it is through Chriil, or in his name, that we have now
accefs to God ; and it is in him that he fheweth us favor,

and maketh us accepted; Eph. i. 6. " To the praife of
*' the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accept-

VoL. I. T t
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" ed in the beloved." Tt was from the mercy-reat that

God fpake to his people bv the intervention of the high-

prieft, and by Urimand Thummim ; fo it is by his Son
that God now fpeaks to us, and flievvs us the way of fal-

ration : Matth. xvii. 5. " This is my beloved Son, in

" whom I am well pleafed ; hear ye him."

But the true and proper meaning of ChriA's being a

propitiation, is to be taken from the facrifices in general,

and particularly points at his undertaking the ofiice of

mediator or peace-maker between God and man, and in

that capacity iliflering the wrath of God in the room of

fmners. By this he appeafeth him, rendereth him propi-

tious or gracious to us, and purchafeth our pardon : Rom.
iii. 25. " Whom God hath let forth to be a propitiation,

" through faith in his blood." Remember how intimate-

ly it is conneQed with redemption, another expreflion'

which runs through the whole of the New Tellament, and
is confidered as equivalent to the forgivenefs of fins: Eph.
I. 7. "In whom we have redemption through his blood,
" the forgivenefs of fins, according to the riches of his

" grace." Now, redemption certainly fignifies purchhling

or buying with a price.

The facrifices under the Mofaic economy did all of

them imply a fubilitution in room of fomething that had
been forfeited, or was due. it is obferved by one emi-

nent, for his knowledge of Jewifli antiquities, that befides
'

what was done when any particular perfon prefented a fin-

oflfering, at the continual burnt-offering there were certain

men appointed to reprefent the whole congregation o^f

Ifrael. Their ofiice v/as, to lay their hands upon the head '

of the lamb, and thus as it were transfer the guilt from

the people to the vi6lim. On this account they were
called stationary men^ becaul'e they attended continually

for this end. And as the very purpofe of the facrifices

under the law was, to typify the fiicrifice of Chrifi, they

are a Handing evidence of the early and original reference

to him, as the ground of divine mercy.

Nothing is more undeniably true, than that the offe;"-

ing of facrifices was both early and univerfal in every na-

tion untler heaven ; and it is no 1^ certaiti, that thofe
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who ufed them did confider them as expiatory, or propi-

tiatory, to render the offended Deity placable, and obtain

his mercy. This was at once a confeflion of guilt, and a

declaration, that they apprehended the neceffity and pro-

priety of an atonement. Neither is it poffible to account

for the univerfal prevalence of facrifices in anv tolerable

manner, but by fuppoflng, that they were the remains of

what had been taught in the ages immediately after the

fall, by divine appointment.

I apprehend it is alfo undeniably evident, that this is

the>lig"ht in Vv-hich the facrifice of Chrifl; is reprefented in

the holy fcriptures. How many pailages might be addu-

ced to this purpoie ? In ancient prophecy, this part of his

work is fet forth in the following manner, If. liii. 4, 5, 6,

7,8. " Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
" forrows : yet we did elleem him llricken, fmitten of

" God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our tranf-

" greffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities : the chafliie-

" ment of our peace was upon him, and with his ftripes

*' v/e are healed. All we like fheep have gone aftray :

" we have turned everyone to his own way, and the Lord
" hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was opprelT-

*' ed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth
;

" he is brought as a lamb to the llaughter, and as a fheep
" before her fhearers is dumb, fo he openeth not his

" mouth. He was taken from prifon and froni judg-
" ment : and who fiiall declare his generation ? For he
'* was cut off out of the land of the living ; for the tranf.

" greffion of my people was he ftricken." Daniel ix. 24.

*' Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and
" upon thy holy city, to finilli the tranfgreffion, and to

" make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for

" iniquity, and to bring in evcrlailing righteoufnefs, and
"• to feal up the vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the
'' moft Holy."

In the New Teflament, he tells us, he was to lay clown

his life for his people : John x. 11. •' I am the good fliep-

*' herd : the good fliepherd giveth his life for the flieep,"

The fame thing he plainly fays in the inltitution of the

facrament of th.e Lord's fupper, Matth. xxvi. 26, 27, 28,
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*' And as they were eating, Jefus took bread, and blefTed

" it, and brake it, and gave it to the difciples, and faid,

" Take eat ; this is my body. And he took the cup, and
" gave tliatiks, and gave it to them, faviiv::, Drii.k ye
*' all oiit : for this is my blood of the New Teiiament,
" which is filed for many for the remifiion of fins." That
his body broken arid blood filed for his people, was to bs

underftood of his being made a fin oflering, is plainly

teftified in the apollolic writings, 2 Cor. v. 21. "• For he
" hath made him fo be fin for us, who knew no fin ; that

" we migi;t be made the righteoufnefs of God in htrYi."

Gal. iii. 13. " Chrifl hath redeemed us from the curfe of

" the law, being made a curfe for us ; for it is written,
*' Cu -fed is every one that hangeth on a tree." Heb. ix.

26, 27, 28. ^^ But now once in the end of the world, hath
*' he appeared to put away fin by the Sacrifice of himfelf.

*' And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after

" this the judgment : fo Chrifl: was once offered to bear

" the fins of many ; and unto them that look for him,
*' fhall he appear the fecond time, without fin, unto fal-

" vation." See alfo the afifertion of the apoPtle Petel-, i

Peter iii. 18. " Chrifi alfo hath once fuffered for fins, the

'' jufi: for the unjuft, (that he might bring us to God) be-

*' ing put to death in the flefli, but quickened by the Spi-

" fit." It is evidently alfo on this account, that he is

called the Lamb of God, and we are called to attend to

him in that capacity, John i. 29. " Behold the Lamb of

" God, which taketh away the fin of the world."

It is lamentable to think, that there lliould be any who
call themfelves Chrifiians, and yet refufe to acknowledge

this truth, which is woven, if I may fo fpeak, through

the whole contexture, both of the law and gofpcl. It

brings to my mind the llory of an ancient artift ; who,

being employed to build a magnificent and elegant tem-

ple, had the ingenuity to inftribe upon it his own name,

and fo to incorporate it both with the ornaments and body

of the flru6\ure, that it wasimpoffible afterwards to efface

the name, without at the fame tiiiie defiroyingthe fabrick.

In the fame manner, Chrifi dying for fin is engraven in

fuch characters through the whole .rd#ealed will of God,
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that It is Impoffible to take it away without overturning

ihe v/hole fyfiein. For this end Chrift came into the

world ; for this end he bore the name of Jesus, or the Sa-

viour ; and for this end he became the high priefl of our

proiellion, that he might, by one offering, for ever perfect

thera that are sanctified.

This then is the fori pture-view of Chrifl: as our propi-

tiation, that our guilt is taken away, and we are recon-

ciled to God through the facrifice which he hath offered

without fpot or blemifn. And notwithftanding all that

has been thrown out againfl it by the pride of felf-righte-

oufnefs, there is nothing that can be jullly oppofed to it on

the part of unprejudiced reafon. God is merciful, but he

is alfo juft. And as there is nothing more infeparable

from the idea of fm, and an accufing confcience, than me-

rited punifhment ; fo there is nothing more elfential to

the idea of jufiice in God, than a difpofition to inflidt it.

This the fcripture every where declares ; and the con-

fcience of the guilty, who dreads his Maker's prefence,

ratifies the truth.

Now, if God fliews mercy to the (inner, is it fo abhor-

rent from reafon, that this lliould be by a Mediator, if one

can be found fit to ftep in between the parties, and '-'- lay

" his hand upon them both ?" Is not this neceflary to

rnanifefl: the righteoufnefs and feverity of the law, as well

as the tendernefs and compaffion of the judge ? Is not this

precifely the reafon afiigned for it in fcripture ? Rom. iii.

25. "" To declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of

"• fins that are paft, through the forbearance of God." It

is trifling to fay, that there is nothing of the paflion of an-

ger in God, that fliouid need to be appeafed. Such ex-

preffions are only figurative, but they convey their mean-

ing very clearly. It is not anger or revenge, as they ap-

pear in our difordered frame, that accepts of an atonement.

Thefe furious paffions fl^'^ diredtly at the oftbnding perfon,

and reje£l all interceffion. But juftice, in calm and regu-

lar government, requires fatisfaftion, that the m.alignity

and demerit of the offence may be preferved, while mercy

is extended to the criminal. We ought to confider, that

one great and general end of the difpenfations ofProvi-
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dence is, to illuflrate the glory of the true God in all hi?

real perredtions. This is bell done by a purchafed j)ardon,

by a wife and awful mixture of impartial juftice with un-

merited mercy. How can you hear the word mercy ib of-

ten without perceiving this ? It is not mercy at all, unl^fs

it is bellowed on thofe who have deferved to fuffer ; and

therefore why may not a voluntary furety be admitted to

fuftcr in their place ? The truth is, fuch are the impreflions

that are ufually made on the awakened confcience, of the

infinite holinefs and purity, and the tremendous majelly

of God, that nothing lefs will Jatisty it tiian a fufiicient

atonement, or a clear view how he may be " jull, and yet
*•• the jullifier of him that believeth on Jefus."

But, my brethren, it \z one thing to know, to profefs, or

even to fupport the truth ; and another, but of unfpeaka-

bly more moment, to feel, and to apply it. It is one thing,

to have a rational conviction, from critical enquiry, that

this is taught in the holy fcriptures ; and another, to cleave

to it vi^ith elleem and affetlion, as the gospel of our salva-

tion^ as the great foundation of our hope and peace.

Therefore in what remains of this branch of the fubje^t,

1 would confider myfelf as fpeaking, not to the wrangling

difputer, but to the convinced fmner; not to the felf-

righteous boaiter, but to the broken in fpirit. The chief

circumllances in die propitiation which Chrift hath made,

to be taken notice of in this view, are thefe tvv\o : i. Its •

abfolute nec.efliiy. 2. Its perfect lufficiency.

I. Confider the absolute necessity of this atonement.

There is no other way by which the ftnner can be reilored

to the favor of God. Nothing can be clearer from the^ .

holy fcriptures. It is indeed the tacit inference tliat may
be drawn from the whole. Why is this love and mercy

of God celebrated in ilich exalted ilrains by the infpircd

writers, and felt with fo much gratitude by-the redeemed,

. but that they. were under condemnation, and mull have

peri filed, but for the help of this Saviour? Rom. viii. i.

" There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
*' are in Chrill Jefus, who walk, not after the flelh, but af-

" ter the Spirit." And the fame chapter, ver. 33. " Who
" Ihall lay any thing to the charge ofii^od's ele<5l ? It is
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" God that juftifietb." John iii- 16. '• God fo loved tlie

''• world, that he gave h.is only bego'.ten Son, that wholo-

" ever believeth in him, fncbld not periih, but have ever-

" lading life-" As " without (hedding of blood there is

" no remiflion," To we have the fame infallible teilimony,

Heb. X. 4. that " it is not poflible that the blood of bulls

" and of goats fliould take away fms." Nay, that the

thing might be put beyond all pofTibility of doubt, fee the

declaration of Peter and John, Ads iv. 12. '' Neitlier i,s

" there fa'vation in any other: for there is none other

'' name ifnder heaven given among nien whereby we
" mull: be faved. And what other fenfe can be put upon

thefe words of our Saviour himfelf? John xiv. 6. " Jefus

" faith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the

" lii'e : no man cometh unto the Father but by me." In

vain then do we found oar hopes upon any thing elfe ;

Tlie holinefs of the divine nature, the purity of the divine

law, and the greatnefs of divine power, c^jnfpire in blad-

ing Qv&rj hope of the finner but what is centred in Chrift.

2. Confider the perfect sufficiency of this atonemenl*

It is fufficient to anfwer all the demands of law and juf-

tice. It is fufficient to vindicate the honor of the divine

government, and to illu Urate the holinefs and jufiice of

God in the forgivenefs of fin. It is fufficient to purchafe

a full and complete remiflion to the greatcft finner. Who-
ever reflefts upon the infinite wifdom of God, muil be

lenfible that it is not without reafon that fo much is faid

on this fubjecl in fcrlpture ; that fo much pains is taken

to let forth the g!ory and greatnel's of the Saviour of fin-

ners. The greatnefs of his perfon, and dignity of his cha-

railer, are fet before us in the moft firiking light. He is

*' the eternal and only begotten Son of God ; the bright-

** nefs of the Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his

" psrfon." And Phil, ii- 6. " Who being in the form of

" God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God-" Ifa.

ix. 6- " For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given,

" and the government fhall be upon his fhoulder : and
" his name (hall be called. Wonderful, CounXellor, The
" mighty God, The everlafting Father, The Prince of

" peace."
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It is not eafy indeed to enumerate the magnificent titica

with which he is adorned in fcrij)ture : The Alpha and
Omega,—Thefirst and the last^—The Prince of the Jmigi,

of the earthy—The King of kings^ and Lord of lords

^

—
The King of glory

^

—and The King of saints. "W'lat

mighty works are ilibfcribed to him in creation and pro-

vidence ! We are told, " He fliall reign till ail enemies
" are brought under his feet." The propriety of his fa-

crifice as the Son of man, and the purity of his facrifice ac-

the Holy one of God, are taken notice of in fcripture ;

Heb- ii. 17. " Wherefore in all things it behoved him
'''• to be made like unto his brethren ; that he might be a
'^ merciful and faithful high prieil, in things pertaining to

" God, to make reconciliation for the fms of the people."

Heb. ix. 13, 14. '•' For if the blood of bulls, and of goats,

•"^ and the alhes of an heifer fprinkling the unclean, fanc-

" tifieth to the purifying of the flefli ; how much more
*' fliall the blood of Chri'i, who through the eternal Spirit,

*• oflfered himl'elf without fpot to God, purge your con-
*' fcience from dead works to ferve the living God .'" To
this you may add the continued fulnefs that dwells in him;

John i. 16. "• And of his fulnefs have all we received,
•'' and grace for grace." Col. i. 19. " For it pleated the

*' Father, that in him lliould all fulnefs dwell." What
is this, my brethren, but to encourage and embolden fm-

ners to put their trull in him, and to carry home with

power this truth, which 1 lliall give you in the words of

the Holy Gholl ? Heb. vii. 25. " Wherefore ha is able

" alio to fave diem to the uttermoft, that come unto God
*'' by him, feeing he ever liveth to make interceflion for^

'' them."

II. I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, which

was, to confider the extent of this propitiation, founded

on the laft claufe oi the text :
" And not for ours only,

" but alfo for the fuis of the v/hole world." In general,

when we remember that this epiille was written chielly to

the converts of the circumcifion, it may convince us, that

in all probabihty this exprellioi,! was intended againft the

great and national prejudice of the Jews, of which we fee

very frequent notice taken in the N^ Tellament. As
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they had the oracles of God committed to them, as for the

wife purpoies of his providence he had feparated them
from other nations, and the Meffiah was to defcend from

them according to the flefh, they apprehended that all the

bleffings of his reign were to be confined to themfelves :

therefore they are often given to underfland, that the pur-

pofe of mercy was far more extenfive, and that Chrill

came with a view to fulfil that promife made to the father

of the faithful, Gen. xxii. 18. " In thy feed Ihall all the

" nations of the earth be blefled ; becaufe thou haft obey-
" ed my voice.'' The expreffion in the text then un-

doubtedly implies, that redemption through the blood of

Chrill was to be preached to fmners of the Gentiles ; that

as he had been the Saviour of all ages by the efficacy of

that facrifice which he was to offer in the fulnefs of time,

fo that the virtue of it was not to be confined to the houfe

of Ifrael, but to belong to fmners of every nation under

heaven.

I am fenfible, my brethren, that very great controver-

fies have been raifed in another view, as to the extent of

Chrifl's death, and the import of this and other fuch ge-

neral exprelTions in the holy fcriptures. In this, as in

moil other debates, matters have been carried a far great-

er length than the intereft of truth and piety requires; and,

as is alfo ufual, they have arifen from an improper and
uiilkihul mixture of what belongs to the fecret counfels of

the Moll High with his revealed will, which is the inva-

riable rule of our duty. Without entering, therefore, into

thefe debates, which are unfuitable to our prefent employ-

ment, or rather giving my judgment, that they are for the

moll part unneceffary, unprofitable, or hurtful, I fhall lay

down three propofitions on this fubjedl, which I think can

hardly be called in queftion, and which are a fufficient

foundation for our faidi and practice.

I. The obedience and death of Chrift is of value fufli-

cient to expiate the guilt of all the fins of every individual

that ever lived or ever fliall live on earth. This cannot

be denied, fince the fubjefts to be redeemed are finite, the

price paid for their redemption is infinite. He fufFered in

the human nature, but that nature intimately and perfon-

Vol. I. U u



342 Chrisfs Death a Proper

ally united to the divine : fo that Chrift the Mediator, (ho

gift of God for the redemption of finners, is often called

his own and his eternal Son : Rom. viii. 32. " He that

" fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

" iiow fliall lie not with him alfo freely give us all things?''

Such was the union of the divine and human nature in

Chrift, that the blood which was the purchafe of our re-

demption is exprefsly called the blood of God, A6ls xx.

28. *' To feed the church of God, which he hath purcha-
" fed with his ov/n blood.'* This is the great myftery of

godlinefs, God nianifelled in the flefli, in which all our

thoughts are lofl and fwallowed up.

2. Notwithftanding this, evtry individual of the human
race is not in facl partaker of the blefiings of his purchaie ;

but many die in their fms, and perifli for ever. This
will as little admit of any doubt. Multitudes have died,

who never heard of the name of Chrill, or falvation

through him ; many have lived and died blafpheming his

perfon, and defpifmg his undertaking ; many have died

in unbelief and impenitence, ferving divers lulls and paf-

fions ; and if the fcripture is true, he will at lafl re»ider

unto them according to their works. So that if we admit,

that the v/orks of God are known to him from the begin-

ning of the world, it can never be true, that, in his eter-

nal counfels, Chrifi died to fav^e thofe, wlio after all that

he hath done, fliall be miferable for ever; " He is a rock,

" his work is perfect. " His defign never could be fruflra-

ted ; but, as the apollle Paul exprefl'es it, Rom. xi. 7.

" The eledion hath obtained it, and the rell were blind-

" ed.'* But,

3. There is in the death of Chrifi; a fufficient founda-

tion laid for preaching. the gofpcl indefinitely to all with-

out exception. It is the command of God, that this flioukl

be done : Mark xvi. 15. " And he faid unto them, Go
" ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel to every
" creature." The efftft of this is, that the mifery of the

unbelieving and impenitent fliall lie entirely at their own
door: and they fliall not only die in their fms, but fliall

fuffer to eternity for this moil heinous of all fms, defpifing

the remedy, and refufing to hear die Sfn ofGod ; Heb. x.
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26, 27. " For if we fin wiifuUy after that we have recciv-

" ed the knowledge of the truth, there reinaiiieth no more
" facrifice for fins, but a certahi fearful looking forofjudg-

" ment, and fiery indignation, which fliall devour the ad-

" verfaries." Let us neither refufe our affent to any part

of the revealed will of Gcd, nor foolilhly imagine an op-

pofition between one part of it and another. All the ob-

fcurity arifes from, and may be refolved into the weaknefs

of our underibndings ; but let God be true, and every

man a liar. That there is a fenfe in which Chrill died for

all men, and even for thofe who perifli, is plain from the

very words of fcripture ; i Tim. iv. 10, " For therefore

" we both labour and fuffcr reproach, becaufe we trull in

" the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, efpecially

" of thofe that beli«ve." i Cor. viii. 11. " And through

" thy knowledge fliall the weak brother perifh, for whom
" Chrift died ?" Thus it appears that bodi in a national

and perfonal viev/, Chrift is " the propitiation for our

" fins ; and not for ours only, but alio for the lins of the

" whole world."

III. I proceed now in the last place, to make fome prac-

tical improvement of the fubjedl for your inllruQion and

direftion. And,
I. From what hath been faid, let us be induced to give

praife to God for his mercy to loft fmners revealed in the

gofpel. Let us parti(3ularly give him pr?ifc for Chrift

Jefus, his unfpeakable gift :
" Herein is love, not that we

*' loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son to be
" the propitiation for us."

While we remember, with abafement of foul, the holi-

nefs and juftice of God, which required fatisfaftion for ih\

let us alio remember his infinite compaflion, who was
pleafed himfelf to provide *' a lamb for the burnt offering.'*

Let us at the fame time give praife to the tender-hearted

Saviour, who gave his life as an offering " of a fweet-

" fmeliing favor" to God. Redeeming grace iliall be the

theme of eternal gratitude and praife in heaven. After

all our trials and dangers are over, we fliall then, with

unfpeakable delight, afcribe the honor of our vidtory to
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him, faying, Rev. v. 12. " Worthy is the Lamb that was
" flain, to receive power, and riches, and wildom, and
" firength, and honor, and glory, and blefling." Why
flioLild we not alio attempt to give him praife in his

chnvch on earth ? for he, having finiflied his own work,

and entered into his glory, hath give iis an affured prol-

peft, that we alfo Ihall overcome in his ilrength ; that he

will come again, and "• receive us to himleU"; that where
** he is, there we may be alfo."

2. You may lee from what hath been faid, that fuch as

are yet unrelated to this Saviour are in a ftate of fin, and

liable to divine wrath. Hear and receive this truth, how-

ever unwelcome to the fecure, however dillalleful to tlie

carnal mind. If it were not fo, this propitiation which

God hath fet forth would have been altogether unneceifa-

ry. Let us beg of him who hath afcendcd up on high, to

fend down, according to his promife, his Spirit to con-

vince the world of fin. How many afl'edting and ftriking

proofs have we of this, both in our charafter and ftate !

and yet how difficult to make us fenfible of it ! AVhat is

to be ktw in the world at prefent, or what do we rerfd in

the hidory of pafl: ages, but one melancholy fcene of dif-

order, mifery, and bloodflied, fucceeding another? Is not

this the effect of human guilt ? And do we not, by mutual

injuries, at once demonllrate our own corruption, and exe-

cute the juft judgment of God upon one anotlicr ? May •

not every perfon difcover the latent fource of thefe flag-

rant crimes, in the pollution of his own heart, his averfion

to what is good, and his proneneis and inclination to what

is evil ? And yet, alas ! how difficult a matter is it to make^ •

the heart humble itfelf, and plead guilty before God : to

make us fenfible, that we are tranfgreflbrs from the womb,

and inexcufable, in this tranfgreffion ; that the threaten-

ing of the law is moil jull, " Curled is every one that con-

** tinueth not in all things written in the book of the law

" to do them ;" and that it is of the infinite mercy of God,

that the execution is fulpended, or any hope given us of

being able to avert it ?

A'^et this, my brethren, I will repeat it, and I befeech

you to attend to it, is certainly the 0^ by nature, with
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every perfon in this affembly. Every one who now hears

me is in a iiate of condemnation, and liable to everlaft-

ing mifery, excepting that happy number who have " fled

" for refuge to lay hold of the hope fet before them.'' All

infenfible peribns, living in a carelefs fecure forgetfulnels

of God ; all who indulge themfelves habitually in the lulls

of the flefli ; drunkards, fwearers, profane and lafcivious

jeilers, liars, u nju ft perfon s, lovers of the prefent world,

are aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael, and Grangers

to the covenant of promife. Oh that it were poffible for

me to awaken you to a fenfe of your danger, while there

is yet a poffibility of efcaping ! Oh the importance to

you of the unknown time from this day of your merciful

vifitation to the day of your death ! What would thole

who are now referved in chains to the judgment of the

great day, give for the precious opportimity you are now
defpifmg ! In a little time I know that you yourfelves

will repent ; oh that it may not be when it is too late to

reform ! But all words mull fink under fuch a fubject.

No pi6lure that I could draw of the dcfpairing horror of a

fmner on his death-bed, or the blafpheming rage of thole

who are tormented in hell-fire, could pofiibly give any of

you a juftapprehenlion of what it is to fall into the hands

of the living God, unlefs It pleafe himfelf to wound the

confciente with the arrows of convidlion, that he may af-

terwards pour in the healing balm of peace and conlblati-

on. And oh that it might Hand with the will of God that

none here prefent fliould efcape !

3. Learn from what has been faid, that there is no fa-

crifice for fin, but the one offering of our Redeemer on the

crofs ; no hope of mercy for any child of Adam, but

through his blood. The typical facrifices under the Old
Teftament were but fliadows, the fubfiancc is Chrill. In

vain will any go about to efiablilh their own righteoufnefs,

and refufe to fubmit to the righteoufnefs of God. Think
not, my brethren, by attempts of reformation, by faulty

defe6tive duties, to be able to cancel any part of that guiit

to which you are adding every day. How great is the fol-

ly and prefumption of felf-righteoufnefs ! What a profane

contempt of the riches of divine grace ! Hath God ittn it
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iiscefTary to fet forth Chrift as a proj)itiation through faith

iii his blood ? unci will you fay, that it is imncceflary, and
fpurn the ofTered mercy ? How much ignorance is in

lelf-righteoufnefs ! What iniperfed views muft they have
of the law of God, and how little knowledge of them-
felves, and their own hearts who admire or trufl in hu-
man virtue ! Above all, what is the foundation and cor-

ner-Uone of felf-righteoufnefs ? It is pride, that fin of all

others mofl odious and abominable in the fight of God.
Is it not a matter of daily experience, that thofe peribns

who are evidently mofl loofe and carelefs in their own
practice, and who, one would think, Ihoukl have leall of

that kind to rely upon, are m.oil prone to a felf-righteous

plan, and moft ready to defpife the doctrine of jultificati-

on through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift. Are you
fometimes furprifed at this, Chrillians ? The thing is

eafily explained- They know little either of the law of

God or their oum hearts- They feldom ftudy the one, or

rcfle6lupon the other. If they did, they vvould ibon be

afliamed of fuch a pretence. Thofe who apply themfelves

AVith the greateil: diligence to the ftudy of holinefs in heart

and life, do always moft fenfibly feel, and nioft willingly

confeis, that all their righteoufnelles are as filthy rags be-

fore God.

4. Irt Ghrifl: Jefus, and the blood of the everlafting co-

veiiant, there is abundant provifion made for the pardon •

of all our fins, and peace with an oflended God. " Be-
*' hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the
'' world !" Behold the Lamb which God himfelf hath

ordained, and fet apart for this important work, and which^ .

he will certainly accept! "Deliver them," iaith he,

" from going down to the pit : I have found a ranjbm."

Behold the immaculate and fpotlefs vic^tim in the purity of

bis human, and the glory of his divine nature ! There is

no fin fo atrocious but his blood is fufficient to walh away
the guilt. Is ther€ any finner in this alfembly burdened

\vitii a fenfe of guilt, arrefied by an accufing confcience,

terrified by the thunders of the law, ready to cry out,
*'- Who can ftand before this holy Lord God ! My flefli

" trembk'th becaufe of thee : 1 am ^-aid of thy judg-
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" ments. " Let fuch an one know, that help is laid ori

him that is " mighty to Cave," Let your guilt be what

it will, who can ib far derogate f: om the Redeemer's glo-

ry as to fufpett that his blood cannot purge it away ?

Give no heed to unbelieving thoughts, or difcouragin^

fuggeliions; but be "(Irong in faith, giving giory to God;"
and attend to the Saviour's own words :

" Him that
*' Cometh unto me, I will in no v>'ife caR out."

5. In the last place. Let all the children of God, whofe

hope hath fi:ill been in the divine mercy through a cruci-

fied Saviour, enibrace the opportunity now given them of

profelTing, exercifmg, and llrengthening their faith in the

great atonement. Plead your relation to God thiough

Chrift, and encourage yourfelves in his all-fufficiency and
merit. Look upon his fufTcrings for humbling you under
a fenfe of the evil of fm, which made fuch an expiation

neceffary. Nothing fervcs more to abafe and level hu-

man pride, than to fee our nature on the crofs though
perlbnally united to the divine. Look upon him in his

agony, for mortifying and crucifying fm in you. There
is a purifying virtue, and fanctifying elTicacy, in the blood
of Chrift. It not only fpeaks peace to the wounded con-

fcience, but purges the confcience from dead works to

ferve the living God. I am not agalnft the introdudioa

of every argument from fcripture or reafon againft fin, or

in fupport of duty ; but let them never fupplant the great,

the leading, the conftraining argument, which is drav/n

from the crofs of Chrifh Believe it, my brethren, nothing

fo much reconciles the heart to duty, nothing fo kindles a

holy indignation againft fin, as a believing view of the

Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the world.

—

This gives the Spirit of adoption, a child-like fear, and a

child-like love. This fills the Chriftian with com.fort, this

infpires the Chriftian with zeal. To feek our com.fort in

a feparate way, or in the firft inftance from our duties, is

to make that comfort feeble and variable as the duties are

defeftive ; but to enliven our duties by the comforts of

the gofpel is to follow theorder of the covenant of grace,

by which we at once promote the glory of God, and moft:

efFeSually fecure our own comfort and peace. This is
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the Spirit breathed by the apofile Paul, with whofe words,

Gal- ii. 19, 20. 1 fhall conclude ; "For I through the law
*•' am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 1 am
" crucified with Chrift; Neverthelefs I live; yet not I,

" but Chrifl; liveth in me ; and the life which 1 now live

" in the fleih, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
*•' loved mcy and gave himielf for me."
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST IN REDEMPTION.

SERMON 6.

R E V. i. 5.

Unto him that loved icc^ ajtd ivasJied us from our sins in Ms
cxvn blood.

ACTION SEP.MCN.

THE bare repetition ofthefe words is fufficient to con-

vince every hearer how well they are^uited to the

delign of our prefent meeting. Redeeming love is cer-

tainly the mod delighiful of all themes to every real chrif-

tian. It is the immediate; and diredl objeft of our con-

templation in the Lord's fupper. This ordinance was
infiituted to keep up the remembrance of the fufferings

and death of Chrift, v.'hich v/as the great and finifhing

proof of his love." How then can you attend on it in a

n^.ore becoming and dutiful, a more pleafant and defirea-

ble, or a more happy and ufeful frame of fpirit, than when
your hearts are nlled with a fenfe of the love of Chrid,

and you find yourfelves difpofed to join, with a mixture

of joy and wonder, in the doxology of the apoflle John,
in the text, Unto him that loDed iis^ andivashedusfrom
our sins in bis oivn blood ?

Tue author of this book is fometimes ftyled the disciple

ivhom Jesus lo'ved. Since, therefore, it pleafed his maf-

ter to dilHnguifh him by the tendernefs of particular friend-

lliip, it is no wonder that we find fo much of the delight-

VoL. L Xz
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fui affecStion of love in his writings- In the beginning of

this chapter, he gives an account of the general fubjeft

and defign of the book of Revelation, the manner in which

the difcoveries contained in it were made to him, and his

fidelity in teltifying them to others. Then follows the

apoflolic falutation to the feven churches in Afia, which is

a folemn benediction, in name of all the perfons of the

adorable Trinity :
" Grace be to you, and peace, from

" him which is, and which was, and which is to come ;"

(that is, from God the Father, the ancient of days, im-

mutable and eternal) ;
" and from the feven fpirits which

*' are before his throne ;" (not to detain you with a criti-

cal account of this phrafe, it means the Holy Ghofl, fmgle

in his perfon, but multiplied in his gifts ; the variety,

fullnefs, and perfection of which, are denoted by this

form of expreflion) ;
" and from Jefus Chrifl:, who is the

*' faithful witnefs, and the firfl-begotten from the dead,

*' and the Prince of the kings of the earth." To him, you

fee, he gives three illuflrious charafters.

I . The faithful witness, who came from above, and

revealed the w^hole will of God for our falvation ; who be-

ing the eternal truth, might be abfolutely depended on in

the account he was by the apoftle to communicate, of the

great events of Providence towards his church and peo-

ple. 2. The first begotten from the dead^ declared to be

the Son of God with power, by his glorious refurredlion

and triumph over the king of terrors. And, 3. The

Prince of the kings of the earth ; that is, die Lord of na-

ture, to whom every prince and potentate mufl. be fubjcCt,

and to the ends of whole Providence, and the increafe oT

whofe kingdom, all their fchemes of policy and conquefl

fliall at lad be fubfervient. He then, with great proprie-

ty, having mentioned the name, and given a Ihort view

of the charaCler of his blelled Lord, lays hold of the op-

portunity to exprefs his own and every other finner's

obligation to him in this fublime afcription. Unto him that

loved us, and TOashed us from our sins in his own blood.

To enter upon the confideration of the love of Chrifl:

in its full extent, in its foiirce, its expreflions, and its

efre6ls,>even thofe that are fuggefteci^in the text, would
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•far exceed the bounds of a fingle difcourfe. What I pro-

pofe, therefore, at this time, in order to prepare your

minds and my own, for the folemn aftion before us, is

only to collecl into one view fome of the great and gene-

ral characters of the love of Chrift, which are moll proper

to excite our gratitude and praife ; and then to make fome
pratlical improvement of it for your inflrudtion and di-

re6lion.

I. Firfl, then, let us endeavor to point out fome of the

great and general characters of the love of Chrifl:. In this

I Ihall take care to confine myfelf to fuch views as are

given of it in the holy fcriptures. And every character

given of it there, we are both entitled and obliged to attend

to, and improve.

I. Firlt of all, then, you may obferve, that it is an
everlasting love. It took its rife in the eternal counfels of

Heaven. This is a chara6ter given of the love of God to

his people, Jer. xxxi. 3. " Yea, I have loved thee vi^ith

*' an everlalting love: therefore with loving kindnefs
" have I drawn thee." This exprelfion is often ufed

with a double view, to fliew, on the one hand, its early, its

original fource, and on the other, its perpetual liability,

and endlefs duration. Pfal- ciii. 17. " But the mercy of
" the Lord is from everlafling to everlalting upon them
" that fear him ; and his righteoufnefs unto children's

" children." I fa. liv- 7,8. " For a fmall moment have
" I forfaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather
" thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a
" moment ; but with everlalting kindnefs will I have
" mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer." Ha-
ving cited thefe palfages of the Old Teftament, I mult
judify the application of them, by obferving that all the

covenant-mercies of God to man, in our prefent fallen

Itate, are to be referred to the love of Chrilt, as their price,

their fource, and their fum. This is plain from innume-
rable palfages of fcripture : Eph. i. 4, 5. " According as

" he hath chofen us in him, before the foundation of the
" world, that we fhould be holy, and without blame before

" him in love : having predeitinated us unto the adoption
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" of children by Jefus Chrifl: to himfelf, according to tlx*

"good plcaiure ot'his will." Eph- iii. il. '* According
" to the eternal purpofe which he purpofed in Chrift Jefus

" our Lord." For this reafon it is, amongll others, that

Chriil is called, Rev- xiii- 8. " the Lamb flain from the

" fcurdation of the world."

I confefs, my brethren, we are but ill able to underOand,

or at leafi to meafure, the import of this truth, that the

love of Chrill to Tinners, or of God in him, was from eter-

nity. All our concepti* ns are fcon loft, and fwallowcd

lip, in what is infinite and boundlcfs. But furely it af-

fords matter for the deepeft and humblell adoration, as

well as for the highefl gratitude and joy. Docs it not

afford matter for adoring wonder, that the plan for redeem-

ing ;oil finners, and relloring them to the obedience and

enjoyment of God, was th-- object of the divine jnirpofe

f-»jin eternity ? it appears to be a very confpicuous part,

or rather p-.-.haps we are warranted to lay, irom the fcrip-

tare revelation, that it is the chief part of our Creator's

will, to which every other part of his providence is i'lib-

Ordina'e and fubfervient. Accordingly, in the vcr); paf-

fage where my text lies, the Redeemer fays, vtr. ii. " I

" am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,

" faith the Lord, v.hich is, and which was, and which is

" to come, the Almighty." Does not this lead us to con-

template the glory of an infinite God, as it fliines in this,

everl-^lting love ? Does it not alfo afford mattc-r of grati-

tude to the believing foul, while he confiders every veflel

of mercy as concerned in this eternal purpofe ?

I am. fenfible my brethren, there may be an abufe antl,

perverfion of the docbine of election, if we tliink oi it as

independent of its fru'.tp, and apply it fo as to produce

either lecurity or defpair. But I dcfpife the wifdom of

thofe perlbns who u-ould conceal this truth as dangerous,

which it hath pleafed God dillinflly to reveal. It is the

root wh'ch produceth the plant ; but it is the plant which

difcovers the root. It is the fountain which produceth the

ftrean)s ; but the flreams lead us to the fountain. Mull

fiot the fmner v^ho by faith 'has laid hold on a crucified

Sviviour, and given credit to the worcU>f God in a preach-
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ed gofpel, confider, with admiration, his name written in

the book of life of the Lamb slainfrom the foundation of

the ivorld? What delight will it give him! What ho-

nor does it refleft upon him, at the lame time that it de-

ftroys the very foundation of arrogance and pride ? This

is the firll, and yet it is but one of many parts of the doc-

trine of falvation, which at once exalts and abafes us

;

raifes our hopes, and forbids us to glory ; clothes us with

infinite honor, and yet difcovers us to be lefs than nothing

:

fo that we may fay with the apofHe Paul, after a view of

the fame fubjetl, Rom. xi. 33. " O the depth of the riches

" bodi of the wildom and knowledge of God ! how un-

" fearchable are his judgments, and his vvays pad finding

" out !" This leads me to obferve,

2. That the love of Chrill is free and unmerited love.

This is a circumllance that is fcarcely ever feparated from

the account given of the love of Chrift in fcripture. It

may be founded even on the infinite difproportion be-

tween uncreated excellence and created weaknefs : Pfal.

viii. 4.
'-'' What is man, that thou art mindful of him ? and

" the fon of man, that thou vifitefl: him ?'' Pfal. cxliv. 3.

*'-Lord, what is man, that thou takell knowledge of him ?

" or the fon of man, that thou makeft account of him ?"'

Kay, as if this were a truth of the utmofl moment, we have

it repeated a third time in almofl the fame words ; Job
vii. 17. " What is man that thou Ihouldfl: magnify him ?

*' and that thou fliouldll let thine heart upon him ?" But
this is not all, nor Indeed the main thing to be attended to ;

for the love of ChriR hath for its object thofe who were in

a3:ual rebellion againll Go:l, tranfgreifors of his holy law,

and liable to the firoke of his juflice. It was not only to

exalt thofe who v/ere low, or to fupply thofe who were

needy, tuat Ghriil came, but to deliver thofe who were

appointed to death : John iii. 16. " God fo loved the

" v/orld, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofo-
" ever believeth on him, fliould not perifh, but have ever-

' lading life." Rom. v. 8. " But God commendeth hi.i

" love towards us, in that while we were yet fmners, Chrift

" died for us." Eph. ii. 4, 5. *' But God who is rich iu

'•' mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even
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" when we were dead in fins, hath quickened us together

" with Chrid, (by grace ye are faved.)" The fame thing

indeed is clearly intimated in the words of our text, Unto
bivi that loved iis^ and washed usfrom our sins in his own
blood. It is on this account, in particular, that falvation,

according to the gofpel, is faid to be free, and of grace,

that is to fay, an act of unmerited and voluntary kindnefs,

which the finner had no tide to demand : Rom. iii. 23,

24, 25. " For all have finned, and come fliort of the

" glory of God ; being jullified ireely by his grace,

" through the redemption diat is in Jefus Chrifl : whom
" God hath fet forth to be a propitiation through faith in

*' his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs tor the remiflion

" of lins that are pafi, through the forbearance of God."
Believe it, ChriHians, this is the proper exercifc of

mercy ; and here the divine mercy Ihines and reigns.

Without this, it is not obfcured onlv, but annihilated or

dellroyed. But, oh ! what a view does this give us of the

love of Chrift ! What an impreflion will his love make
on all thofe who are truly convinced of their guilt and
wretchednefs ! This is the ver}'^ hinge upon which ,the

whole doctrine of falvation turns. 1 hope you are not

dilpofed to make any oppofition to it. But alas ! it is not

iufficient to have learned it as a fcience, to have been

taught it as making a part of the Chriilian faith ; it is ano-

ther matter to have a real and perfonal convidlion of it

upon, the heart. Why is the love of Chrift fo cold a fub-

ject to the generality of the world, but becaufe they have

no fenfe of their guilt and mifery ? I am even afraid, that

many of the zealous advocates for this truth have but lit-'-

tie experience of its power, and live but little under the

influence of it in their practice. Where, indeed, is the

perlbn to be found, who does full juftice to the Saviour,

and conliders his love as wholly unmerited and free .'' The
moil evangelical expreflions do often confifl: with the mofl;

legal and felf-righteous affections. Let me try, however,

before I leave this particular, if I can make you underiiand

it, even though you fliould not feel it. Suppofe any of

you were upon the moff deliberate and compofed refledion,

upon the mofl particular and clofe exaaiinatioa, fenfible
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that you juftly deferved to be baniihed from the dl\-ine

prefence, and cafi: into everlalling fire ; and tliat your

bleffed Saviour, when there was no other way to prevent

it, did fave you by the lacrifice ofhimlelf; tell me, what

would you not owe to him ? what words would you nnd

to exprefs your love to him, or your fenfe of his love to

you ? There have been fome convinced fmncrs fo rivet-

ted, if I may fpeak fo, to this circumllance, that they

could find little other way of meafuring tlie love of Chriii,

but by looking into themfelves; and to whom, indeed, it

has been enough to illullrate the greatnefs of his mercy

that they were not conlumed. To this add,

3. The love of Chrill is unsolicited love. It took its

rife, not from thofe who flood in need of it, but from him
who bellowed it. It was not the efFed: of our earned im-

portunity, but of his own infinite mercy. This is a cir-

cumllance which we ought by no means to omit, as we
find it particularly taken notice of in Scripture : i John

iv. 10. " Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that

" he loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation for

" our lins ;" and in the fame chapter, verfe 19, " We
*' love him becaufe he firft loved us." k is natural to ex-

pert, that thofe who are in mifery lliould implore the af-

fiftance of thofe who are able to relieve them, or that thofe

who have been in the offence Ihould humble themfelves

before thofe who have it in their power to punifh, or to

forgive them. But it was quite otherwife here. The love

of Chrift dlfcovejed itfelf, when we were in open rebellion

againll him ; or in the words of the apofile Paul, Rom.
V. lo- " While we were enemies we were reconciled to

" God by the death of his Son."

This affords us at once an illufl:ration of the love of

Chrifl, and a moving pifture of our own deplorable and

guilty f1;ate. There is fomething infinitely more noble

and generous in extending mercy to the miferable, with-

out waiting for their requefl, than when it is hardly pro-

cured, or as it were extorted, by importunity and folicita-

tion. And does it not prefent us with a melanchol}'

profpe6l of our natural ftate, that we are not only unwor-

thy to receive, but unwilling to ad; for mercy ? I defire.
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my brethren, that you may not confider this as only re-

lating to mankind in general, and the vohmtary purpcie

of grace and mercy from above in their favor, but as what

makes a part of the experience of every particular con-

vert. As the oiier cf mercy is made to him freely, fo he

will and mull be fenfible iiow cold and unthankful a re-

ception he hath often given to the propofal. He will be

fenfible what refillance he hath often made to the defign of

the gofpel ; v/hat exception he hath taken at the terms of

it ; and wiih how much difficultv he was at laft induced

to comply with it. I am perfuaded there are few circuni-

llatices in the love of Chrift that are more aiTeding to a

believer, th?.n to rememb::r his own oblUnacy, when a

finner, and his backwardnefs to accept of the invitations of

the Saviour. After he hath refted his hope on the divine

mercy, afier he liath been made willing in a day of divine

power, and hath obtained fome comfortable evidence of

ihe divine favor, how does he tremble at the thoughts of his

former refillance ! how does he wonder at the patience of

God, and adore that vidtorious love, which llormed his

heart, as well as paid the price of his redemption ! •

We lind this particularly the cafe with thofe who ha-

ving been for a ft-afon remarkably profligate, are laved as

brands from the burning. They cannot help recolledl-

ing their former condition, their profane madnefs ; and
ViOndering, with a mixture of gratitude and fear, that

they v/ere not cut off in their wickednefs, and made mo-
namenls of divine vengeance. Far from dcfiringj a fhare

in the love of Chrift, thev were perhaps doin;^ their utmoft

in contempt of his name, and in oppofiiion to his intereft."

Yet, Rom. x. 20, " was he found o!" them that fought him
*' not, and made manifell: to them that afked not after

'•' him :" they were powerfully though fwectly condrain-

cd to return to God throufih him.

4. The love of Chrill is a distinguishing love, which,

mult neceifarily and greatly enhance the obligation of

thofe who are the objefls of it. AVhen one pc-rfon is pair-

ed by, and another is cliofen, cither to be delivered from

impending danger, or to be made partaker of extraordina-

jy bleflings, the lofs or fufFering of tii#oae, feems to fet
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off the fiiperlor happinefs of, or the fiivor bellowed upon

the other. Toapibly this to the fubjecl we are now upon,

there is a double diilinftion pointed out in fcripture ; one

of our nature, in oppofition to the fallen angels ; and the

other, of particular perlbns, as the veflels of mercy,

(i.) There is an evident diftinftion between our na-

ture and that of the fallen angels : Heb- ii- 16. " For ve-
*• rily he took not on him the nature of angels; he took
" on him the feed of Abraham." 2 Pet. ii. 4. " God
*' fpared not the angels that fmned, but caft them down to

'' hell, and delivered them into chains of darknefs, to be
*' referved unto judgment." I am fenfible, that upon this

fubjetl we may be fometimes in danger of fpeaking with

impropriety, efpecially if we pretend to affign the rea-

fons of God's procedure, any further than he hath been

pleafed himfelf explicitly to reveal them. There can be

no doubt that the Lord of all, God infinitely wife, had the

befl reafons for his conduct, the mod noble and excellent

purpofes in view in every thing that he ordained ; but

they are not difcovered to us, and perhaps they are above

our comprehenfion. The fmgle point we are called to

attend to, is the diftincllon, infinitely gracious, which is

made in our favor. A Saviour is provided for us, a mercy
infinite in itfelf, and the more highly to be prized, th:;it

(Jude, verfe 6) the angels, our fellow-creatures, " who
'^ kept not their firfl eilate, but left their own habitation,

'' he hath referved in everlafling chains under darknefs,

'* unto the judg+nent of the great day." If we fliould at-

tempt a comparifon between ourfelves and thefe fpirits of

higher order, we could find no ground of preference in our

own favor
;
perhaps we fhould find many things that

might feem to operate a contrary way ; but it is fafefi:, in

humility and gratitude to fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. cxv.

3, " Our God is in the heavens, he hath done vvhatfoever

«' he pleafed."

(2.) But this !s not all ; there is alfo a difiintlion of

particular perfons as the veflels of irercy. Since I am in-

troducing this fubjedt, to prevent miftakes, I muft obferve,

that every finner of the race of Adam who fliall peridi

eternally, fhall alfo perifli moil jufily ; his blood (hall lis

Vol. I. Y y
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at his own door, and he fliall be found guiUv of rejeftin,::;

the coLinfel of God againft himfelf. At the fame time, all

who are effe6lually broujjht to the faving knowledge of

God through Chrifi:, fliall be obliged to confefs, that they

were brought in by almighty power, or, in the language

of the Holy Gholl:, i Pet. i. 2. that ihey are " eledlaccor-
*' ding to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
" fan£tifi cation of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprink-

'^ ling of the blood of Jefus ChriR."

On this, as on the former branch of this head, it may be

obferved, that we muft not prefume to penetrate into the

iinfearchable depth of the divine counfels ; but at the fame

time it mufl be remembered, that we are net permiued,

and cannot pretend, to find the reafons of preference in

ourfelves ; for no flefli may glory in his prefence. God
in many paflages afferts his own fovereignty and perfect

liberty in the diftribution of his grace : Rom. ix. 15, 16.

*' For he faith to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom I

" will have mercy, and I will have companion on whom I

*' will have compaflion. So then it is not of him that

" willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that fhew-
*' eth mercy." And again, in the i8ih verfe, " There-
*' fore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and
" whom he will he hardeneth." Nothing can be harder,

indeed, than for the proud and carnal mind to bow before

the fovereignty of God ; yet nothing is more evident, than

that the deftination of the velTels of mercy doth not proceed

upon the ordinary grounds of human eflimation. Nay, there

feems to be an exprefs defign to ftain the pride of all hu^

man glory : i Cor: i. 26, 27. " For you fee your calling

*' brethren, how that not many wife men after the llefli,

" not many mighty, not many noble are called. But God
" hath chofen the foolilh things of the world, to confound
*' the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak things of the

*' world, to confound the things which are mighty." Ex-
perience daily illuflrates this ; for while we fee Ibme

brought to an entire fubmillion to the gofpel, and an obe-

dient conformity to the will ofGod, we fee many of equal,

or of greater rank, of equal or of greater ability and en-

dowments of mind, and favored with 6^ual or fuperior ad-
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vantages and opportunities of iufli-u6lion, who yet con-

tinue to bear the marks of reprobation. The fame mercies

difpofe one to thankfuhiefs, and infpire another with pride.

The fame trials will foften one heart, and harden another.

All this our Redeemer makes the fubjedt of a folemn

thankfgiving to God, Luke x. 21. " In that hour Jefus

" rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord
" of heaven and earth, that thou halt hid thefe things from
" the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them unto babes:

" even fo, Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fight," Who
that believes, in this aflembly, will prefume to take the

leail part of the honor of it to himfelf, or will refufe to

adore the diftinguilhing love ofGod ? And how often muO
thole who bare the melfage of peace be obliged to feek the

caufe of an unfucceisful gofpel in the counfels of the Moft
High ? 2 Cor. iv, 3. " But if our gofpel be hid, it is hid

" to them that are loft ; in whom the god of this world
" hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, Idl

" the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrifl, who is the im-
'* age of God, fliould fliine unto them."

5. The love of Chrifl was an expensive love. So great

a deliverance would have called for the mofi: humble and
thankful acknowledgment, though it had been as much
ivitbout price to the Saviour as to the fmner. But oh !

my brethren, how far was it otherwife ! and what (hall

we think or fay of the love of Chrifl, when we confider

how much it coll him to procure falvation for us ! when
we coniider the^lepth of his humiliation, the variety, the

continuance, and the greatnefs of his fufferings ! You can-

not bat befenfible how frequent mention is made of this

in fcripture, or rather how f^ldom it is omitted when the

love of Chrifl is introduced at all. It is the circumllance

particularly pointed at in the text. Unto hiin that lo'ved tts^

and washed lis from our sins in his own blood. The
fame thing appears from the other doxologies, or a6ts of

worlhip to the Saviour, which are contained in this book,

as Rev. v. 9. '' And they fang a new long, faying, Thou
" art worthy to take the book, and to open the feals there-

•' of; for thou wail flain, and hall redeemed us to God
" by thy blood," It appears alfo, from the frequent men-
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tion of the croTs of Chrift, on which his fufTerings v.ere

completed. Nay, of fo much moment was this, that it

feems to have made the Turn of the gofpel, as preached

by the apoftles ; i Cor. ii. 2. *' For I determined not to

" know any thing among you, fave Jefiis Chrifi-, and him
*' crucified."

The fufferings of Chrift, then, ought to be ever prcfent

to the mind of the believer. The necefiity and impor-

tance of this is plain h om both the feals of the covenant

of grace. The water in baptifm reprefents t]:e blood of

Chrill; and we are told, Rom. vi. 3. '* Know ye not,

" that fo many of us as were baptized into Jcfiis Chrifi,

" were baptized into his death." The infiitution of the

Lord's fui)pc'r alfo had the remembrance of Chrifi's fuf-

ferings, as its diredi and immediate intention ; i Cor. ixi.

24, 25, 26. *' And when he had given tlianks, he brake

" it, and laid. Take, eat ; this is my body, which is bro-

*' ken tor you : this do in remembrance of me. After the

" fame manner alfo he took the cup, when he hadfupped,
" faying. This cup is the new teflament in niy biood

:

*' this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance ofVne.
*' For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,

" ye do ihew the Lord's death till he come." Remember,

then, Chriftians, how he left the throne of his glory, and

took upon him the form of a fervant. Remember him
defpiled and rejcfled of men, a man of fori ows, and ac
quainted v/ith grief. His life, indeed, was one continued

fcene of forrow, from the cradle to the grave,

I hope the particulars of his fufferings are not ftrangers^

to your meditations : may the Lord enable you to con-

template them with faith and love. Remember hir, agony

in the garden, when he fuffeved from his Father's hand :

For " it plealed the Lord to bruife him, and to put him to

*'• grief" Think, O Chriftian, what it was to redeem a

loft world, when you hear him faying, as in John ::ii. 27.
'' Now is my foul troubled ; and what fliall I fay ? Fa-

" ther, fave me from this hour; but for this caufe came
" I unto this hour." Remember him feized by the treach-

ery of one of his own difciples ; accufed and arraigned as

a lelon ;• dragged to the tribunal of -an iPhrighteous judge

;
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clothed with a purple robe, and crowned with thorns in

derifion of his kingly ofFn;e ; feverely fcourged ; blind-

iblded, buii'eted, and I'pit upon ; and the whole, indeed, lb

conducted by the righteous permifllon and unfeen direc-

tion of divine Providence, that hardly any exprelTion, ei-

ther of cruelty or contumely, was omitted. Ceafe to won-

der, my dear friends, that profane wretches deride the

iigns of his fufferlngs, when you remember that the blind-

ed rabble attending the important trial were permitted to

infult him, faying, " Prophefy unto us, thou Chriil, who
" is he that fmote thee."

Remember him going forth v/ithout the camp, bearing

his reproach. Remeniber that fpotlefs victim, the Lanib

of God, ftretched upon a crofs, and nailed to the accurfed

tree, while he liiffcred all diat the extremity of bodily pain,

and the moll: unutterable anguifli of fpirit, could poffibly

infli6l upon an innocent creature. No wonder that the

earth did fliake, that the rocks were rent, and the natural

fun refufed to give his light, when the Sun of Paghteouf-

iiefs was under fo great an eciipfe. Did the Saviour then

willingly fubmit to all this pain and ignominy for our

fakes ? Was not this the moil expenfive love ; and can

Vv'e refufe to fay with the multitude of the heavenly holt.

Rev. V. 12. " Worthy is the Lamb that was ilain, to re-

"• ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and
''- honor, and glory, and blelling ?"

6. The love of Chrift was the mod generous and disin-

terested love, T'he fappoiition or fufpicion of any inter-

elled views in what one perfon does for another, nay, even

the poffibility of his ferving any purpofe of his own at the

fame time, greatly abates tlie value of any favor, and lef-

lens the fenfe of obligation. But nothing of this kind can

be fo much as imagined here. It was giving to thofe from

whom he could receive nothing, and emptying himfelf of

that glory to which the whole creation could not make any

ackiition. The truth is, we ought to confider in the fame

light every other mercy of God, as well as the love of

Chrift his Son, which was the fource of them all ; Job

xxii. 2, 3, 4. " Can a man be profitable unto God, as he
" that is wife may be profitable unto himfelf? Is it any
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'* pleafure to tb.e Almighty, that thou art righteous ? or is

" it' gain to him, that thou makeil thy ways perfeft ?

*' Will he reprove thee for fear of thee ? will he enter with
*' thee into judgment ?" And to the fame purpofe, Job

x::xv. 5, 6, 7, o. " Look unto the heavens, and fee, and
" behold the clouds, which are higher than thou. If thou
" finnefl, what doll thou againll him ? or if thy tranfgref-

*'• lions be multiplied, what dod thou unto him? If ihou

" be righteous, what givefi thou him ? or what receiveth
''• he of thine hand ? Thy wickednefs may hurt a nian as

•' thou art, and thy righteoufnefs may profit the fon of

*' man." The elTential glory and happinefs of the Deity,

and confcquently of the Eternal JVord^ can receive no
addition, nor fuffer the fmalleii; diuiinution, from the ftate

of any, or of all his creatures. He was infinitely happy in

himfelf from all eternity, before there was man or angel

to ferve him, and would have continued fo though they had

never been. How infinitely then are we indebted to this

generous Saviour ! with what gratitude ought we to cele-

brate his pure and difintereiled love, who gracioufly inter-

pofed in our behalf, and delivered us from tl:e wrath of

God, by bearing it in our room !

7. In the lad place, the love of Clirifi: was a moft /}•////-

y«/, active, and beneficent love. Tiie effects of it are un-

Ipeakably great ; the blelliiigs w'iich we reap from it are

not only infinite in number, but ineRimable in value.

They are indeed almoft as valuable as their price was
cofily. It was not to be fuppofed that fo great a perfon

would be employed upon a trivial work, or an infinite

price paid for an inconliderable purchafe. But how, my
brethren, fljall we form any adequate conception, of the

benefits that flow from our Redeemer's death ? All that is

neceuary for us, all that is dcfirable to us, all that is tru-

ly precious in itfelf, is elledliually made ours : Rom. viii.

.32. *' He that fpared not his own Son, but delivered him
*•• up for us all, ho)v fliall he not with him alfo freely give

" us all things :" i Cor. i. 30. " But of him are ye in

" Chrift Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, and
*' righteoufnefs, and fandlification, and redemption."'
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(i.) Wc are through Chrift delivered from condemna-

tion : Rom. viii. i. " There is tl;erefcre now no con-

" demnation to them which are in Chrilt Jefus, who walk

" not after the flefli, but ?dter the Spirit." Do you know

any thing of a fenfe of guilt r Does your Creator's power

and greatnefs ever make you afraid i* Have you trembled

at the approach of the king of terrors ? Or of that day of

righteous judgment, when God Ihall render to every man

according to his works ( Chrift cur Saviour hath delivered

us " from the wrath to come." This is the iirit ground

of the apoftle's afcription in the text : Unto him that

lo^ced us, and washed iisfiom our sins in bis own blood.

Hear alfo the apoftle's triumphant alTurance, Rom. viii.

335 34- ' ^^'''0 ^^'^ '^y ^'^y '•^'^"g ^° ^^^ charge of God's

" eled ? It ir, God that juftifieth : who is he that con-

** deinneth .' It isChrift that died, yea rather, that is rifeii

" again, who is even at tlie right hand of God, who alfo

" malveth interceffion for us."

(2.) Through Chrift the believer is affured, that he

fliall receive every thing that is neceflary for him in ir.s

paffage tlirough the world. The Spirit is purchafed and

beftowed to lead him into all truth, and to fanitify him

wholly. Chrift did not fatisfy himfelf v/ith cancelling our

guilt, but made effectual provifion for the renovation of

our nature. The Spirit is alfo given as a fpirit of confo-

lation. He is ftyled the Comforter^ who fnail abide with

us fore-cer. AVithout enlarging at this time on the com-

forts of the gofpel, they are fufliciently commended in the

following words of the apoftie, Phil. iv. 7. " And the

" peace of God which paiTeth all underftanding, fliall keep

" your hearts and minds through Chrift jefus." To thefe

add a fanclined providence. As many as are reconciled

to God through Chrift, may reft fatisfied that all things

Ihall work together for their good. The moft oppofite

events, profperity and adverfity, health and licknels, ho-

nor and reproach, nay, every thing without exception,

Ihall be fubfervient to their intereft : i Cor. iii. 21,22,23.
" f'or all things are yours ; whether Paul or Apollos, cr

"Cephas, orthe v/orld, or life, or death, or things pre-
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" fent, or tilings to come, all are yours ; and yc are

'' Chrid's; and Chrill is God's."

(3.) 'rhi-Qugh ChriH: the believer is entitled to everlaft-

ing glory and happinefs, in the enjoyment of God to all

eternity. This was among the lalt things he told his dii-

ciples before he left the world •• John xiv. 2, 3. "-In my
*•' Father's houfe are many manlions ; if it were not fo, 1

*•' would have told you : I go to prepare a place for you.
*' And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will conie
" again, and receive you unto myfelf, that where I am,
" there ye may be alfo." You are this day to comme-
morate your Redeemer, who died once upon a crofs, but

who has now been many ages upon a throne -. Rev. i. 18.

*' I am he that liveth, and v/as dead ; and behold, I am
'•' alive for ever more, Amen ; and have the keys of hell

'' and death." He is able to make his faithful dil'ciples

more than conquerors over all their fpiritual enemies ; or,

as it is exprcffed in the pafTage where the text lies, he will

make them kings and priests to God and his Father. In

the pallage immediately preceding the text, he is called

the fird begotten from the dead ; and elfewhere we tire

told, that the order of the refurrcclion is, " Chrid the firil

" fruits, and afterwards they that are Chriit's at his co-

" ming." It fhall bodi fmiili and illudrate his love when
he (hall raife theni that fleep in the dull ; when he " fhall

" change their vile bodies, that they may be fafliioncd like

"•' unto his own glorious body, according to the working
^' whereby he is able to fubdue all things unto liimfelf."

At prefent, how imperfeft are our difcoveries ? how weak
and feeble our conceptions ? how cold and languid our

affeftions ! Now we " fee through a glafs dark!)'-, but
" then face to face." O how joyful to every believer the

deliverance from a (late of fuffering, temptation and fin,

and the po]T.;flion of perfect holinefs and unchangeable

• ha])plnefs ! And O how great the oppofition of the future

to the prefent ftate ! No more Rruggling with the evils

of life: No more perplexity or anxious care for food and
raiment ; no more dillrels from^ficknefs or pain ; no pri-

fons nor oppreirors there ; no liars- nor flanderers there ;

iio con\pl.aints of an evil heart therc;^ buit>lhe moll perfect
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fecarlty of ftate, and moil unremitted vigor of afFe(5lion.

How {hall the ranfomed of the Lord then fing their Re-
deemer's praife ! Rev. i. 5, 6, " Unto him that loved us,

'•' and vvalhed us from our fins in his ovvu blood, and hath
*' made us kings and priefis unto God and his father;

" to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever,

" Amen."

11. T pi'oceed now to make fome practical improve-

ment of what hath been faid. And,

I. Let me intreat every perfon in this houfe to make
the following obvious reflection : If fo great are the obli-

gations of believers to the love of Chrift, how dreadful

muil be the condition of thofe who die in their imz ! The
one of thefe explains and illuflrates the other. The be-

liever can owe but little, if the deliverance is not great.

I have been lately fpeaking of the happinefs of the eledt of

God, in being freed from the miferies of the prefent ftate ;

but, oh ! unhappy they who fliall depart from this life

unreconciled to God :
" He that believeth on the Son hath

*' everlafting life ; but he that believeth not the Son, fliall

*' not fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him."

—

When the heirs of glory " ht down with Abraham, Ifaac,

" and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father," the unbe-

lieving and impenitent fhall be call into the lake of fire,

" where the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever
" and ever." I defire to put you in mind of this, under

the impreflion of this important truth, That nothing but

the fovereign grace of God can make the warning effec-

tual ; and therefore befeeching him to accompany it with

tiie powerful operation of his Holy Spirit. At the fame

time, I allure you, that if you reject the counfel of God
againfi: yourfelves, your blood fhall be upon ycurou'n
lieads. Do not pretend to fay, " If it depends upon elec-

" tion, and almighty grace is neceflary, ail our endeavors
" will be vain." Secret things belong only to God. His

purpofe is not more unchangeable than his pronufe is

faithful. Nay, though you may not be able to lee it, nor
f to explain it, they are perfectly confident the one with

the other. He will hi just vjheu be ^peahth^ and cUar
Vol. L Z z
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%i)ben he judgeth ; and therefore give heed to tlie exhorta-

tion, not in iny words, luit in the words of the Holy

Gholl, Phil. ii. 12, 13. "Workout your own falvation

" widi fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh
" in yoQ, both to will and to do of his good pleafure."

Know, I befeech you, your own mercy. The necefli-

ty is urgent, and the time is uncertain. With what pro-

priety may the words of the apolUe be addrefled to every

peribn in every fituation, and in every age ! 2 Cor. vi.

1,2. " We then as workers together v/ith him, befeech
*'• you alfo, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain :

*' for he faith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and
" in the day of falvation have I fuccoured thee : behold,

*' now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of

" falvation." Happy they who Hill hear the joyful found

!

Happy the finner who is not yet gone to his own place !

Flee, flee to your ftrong hold, ye prifoners of hope.

—

Conlider the aggravated guilt and feven-fold condemnati-

on of the defpifers of the gofpel. All that you have heard

of the love of Chrill ferves to fliew the danger of his ene-

mies. Read the words immediately following the afcrip-

tion of which the text is a i)art, (ver. 7.) " Behold, he
*' Cometh with clouds ; and every eye Ihall fee him, and
" they alfo which pierced him ; and all kindreds of the

" earth (liall wail becaufe of him." Read alfo this awfui

defcription, Rev. vi, 14, 15, 16, 17. "And the heavens
" departed as a fcroll when it is rolled together ; and eve-
*' ry mountain and ifland were moved out of their places;

" and the kings of tlie earth, and the great men, and the

" rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men,"'

" and every bond-man, and every free-man, hid them-
" felves in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains ;

*' and faid to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and
^' hide us from the face of him that fitteth on the throne,

" and from tlie wratli of the Lamb : for the great day of

" his wrath is come ; and v/ho fliall be able to fland ?"

Mark this extraordinary expreflion, the nurath of the

Lamb^ that meekell and gentl^ll of all creatures ; teach-

ing us, that his former meeknefs, and patience, and luf-

fering, fnall inflame and exafperate hi,^uture vengeance.
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Could I conduiSl you to the gates of the infernal pi-ifon, I

am perfuaded you would hear Judas Ifcariot, and all other

treacherous difciples, crying out, 'O that Chrift had never

* come in the fleih ! The thunders of Sinai would have

* been lefs terrible. The frowns of Jefus of Nazareth are

* infupportable. O the dreadful, painful, and uncom-
' mon wrath of a Saviour on the judgment-feat !'—The
Lord fpeak confolation to his own people, and pierce the

hearts of his enemies, that they may be brought to repen-

tance.

2. You may learn from what has been faid, that the

great and leading motive to obedience under the gofpel, is

a deep and grateful fsnfe of redeeming love. This runs

through the whole writings of the New Teftament. It

binds the believer to his duty ; it animates him to dili-

gence ; it fills him with comfort : 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. "For
*' the love of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufe we thus judge,

" that if one died for all, then were all dead : and that he
" died for all, that they which live, fliould not henceforth

" live unto themfelves, but unto him which died for them,
" and rofe again.'* Gal. ii. 19, 20. "For I through the
*' law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I

" am crucified with Chrift ; neverthelefs I live ; yet not
" I, but Chrift liveth in me ; and the life which I now
*' live in the flefli, I live by the faith of the Son of God,
*' who loved me, and gave himfelf for me." That this

motive will have the moft powerful influence on the be-

liever's condu(5t» is evident both from reafon and experi-

ence. No principle takes a fafter hold of the human heart

than gratitude for favors received. If the mercies be cor-

dially accepted, and highly eftecmed, which is certainly

the cafe here, nothing can withftand its influence. It

reconciles the heart to the moft difficult duties ; nay, it

even difpofes the believer to court the opportunity of ma-
king fome fignal facrifice, in teftimony of his attachment.

Love fincere and fervent overcomes all difiicultles ; or

rather, indeed, it changes their nature, and makes labor

and fuffering a fource of delight and fatisfa6lion. Let but

the Saviour's intereft or honor feem to be concerned, and

the believer, who feels how much he is indebted to him.
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will cbeerfully fimbracethe call, and fet no bounds to bis

compliance. 'I'his fliows how much beauty and force

there is in our Lord's manner of recommending love and

CGmpafuon to our fellow-creatures, Matthew xxv. 40.
" And the king fliall anfwer and fay unto them, Verily I

*' fay unto you, In as much as ye have done it unto one
" of the lealt of thefe my brediren, ye have done it unto

" me." But to what purpofe do I clwell upon this fub-

jedl ? for a fenfe of redeeming love is not only the mod
powerful motive to every other duty, but is idelf the pof-

fefiion and exercife of the full duty of the moral law, as

well as the fu in and fubftance of evangelical holinefs, viz.

the love of God. The firil fin, by which our nature fell,

was a diRrull of, and departure from God; and the ma-

lignity of every fm we continue to commit, confills in

giving that room in the heart to fomtthing elfe, which is

due only to God. A fenfe of redeeming love, therefore,

expels the enemy, and makes up the breach, as thereby

the loi^e of God is shed abroad in our hearts,

3. You may fee, from what has been faid, the necefiity

of a particular application of the truths of the gofpel to

ourfelves, and the reliance of every believer upon them

as the foundation of his own hope. I have fometimes had

occafion to obferve to you, that it is very doubtful, whe-

ther any perfon can fo much as approve in his judgment

the truths of the gofpel, till he perceive his own intered

in them, and their necefiity to his peace. Certain it is,

the world that lietli in wickednefs generally defpifcs them.

However, I fliall admit as a thing poflible, that a bad man^

may, either by imitation, or the pov^'er of outward evi-

dence, embrace the gofpel as a fylleui of truth. But fure-

ly the love of Chrill can neidier be a fonrce of comfort,

nor a principle of obedience, unlefs he confider it as ter-

minating upon himfclf. Without this, the whole is gene-

ral, cold, and uninterelling. But when he confiders, not

only the certainty of the truth, but the extent of the invi-

tation, and can fay, with Thomas, My Lord, and my

God^ dien indeed die ties are hiid upon him ; thea indeed

he begins to feel their conftraining power; then he not

only contemplates the glory of God i# the grace of re-
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(lemption, but cheerfully and unfeignedly confecrales

hlnnrelt" to the iervice of his Redeemer. This leads nic,

in the

Fourth and laft place, to invite every finner in this af-

fembly to accept of Chrill as his Saviour, and to rely upon

him as he is offered in the gafpel. To the fecure and in-

fenfible^ I know it is in vain to fpeak. But if you fee your

own danger, what fliould hinder your belief and reliance

on the Saviour ? If you either need or defire deliverance,

what with-holds your acceptance of it, when it is not only

freely offered to you, but earneflly urged upon you ? Can
you doubt the teilimony of the Amc?i, the Jahhfid and

true ivitness ? The blefiings of his purchafe belong not to

one people or family, but to every natiofi under heai'cn.

The commiffion of thofe who bear his meffage is unlimit-

ed : Mark xvi. 15. " Go ye into all the world, and preach
*' the gofpel to every creature." They are offered, not

only to the virtuous, the decent, and regular, but to the

cZ/i^of fmners ; i Tim. i. 15. "This is a faithful faying,

" and worthy of all acceptation, That Chrift Jefus came
" into the world to fave finners; of whom I am chief."

Whoever heareth thefe glad tidings, he difhpnoreth God,

he poureth contempt on his Saviour's love, and he wrong-

eth his own foul, if he does not receive confolation from

them. Be not hindered by wliat you fee in yourfelves,

unlefs you are in love with fin, and afraid of being divor-

ced from it. The gofpel is preached to fmners. it does

not expefl to find them, but it is intended to make them

holy. A deep and inward fenfe of your own unworthinels,

unlefs it is prevented by the deceiver, fhould only make
you more highly efleem the grace of the gofpel, and more
willingly depend on your Redeemer's love.

I conclude with the invitation which he himfelf gives to

the weary fmner. Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30. *' Come unto me,
" all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will give
*•' you reft. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ;

" for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye fliall find

*' reft unto your fouls. For my yoke is eafy, and iny
*' burden is light."
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REDEMPTION THE SUBJECT OF ADMIRATION TO
THE ANGELS.

SERMON 7.

I PETER i. 12. laft claufe.

Which things the Angels desire to loo Ik into,

ACTION SERMON.

MY brethren, A ferious and attentive mind, on pe-

rufing the facred volume, can hardly help being

often ilruck both with the fentiments and language of the

infpired writers on the fubjedl of redemption. With what

a deep veneration of foul, with what warmth of affection,

with what tranfports of adoring thankfulnefs, do they fpeak

of the plan laid by divine wifdom for the falvation of loft

fmners, by the crofs of Chrifl ! A perfon poflefled only of

underllanding and tafte, may admire thefe failles of holy

fervor, for the elevation of thought and boldnefs of expref-

fion, which a man's being in good earnefl on an interelling

fubjedt doth naturally infpire. But happy, happy, and
only happy, that foul who, from an inward approbation,

can receive, relilli, and apply thofe glorious things that are

fpoken of the name, character, and undertaking of the Sa-

viour of fmners.

You may obferve, that there are two different fubje6ls,

in general, on v/hich the writers of the New Teftament
are apt to break out, and enlarge, when they are confi-

dering or commending the niyftery of redemption. One
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is, the glory of Gocl, as it appears in it ; the luftre of di-

vine power, wifdom, and grace, which reigns through the

whole. Tlie fecond is, the iinfpeakable interefi which
we have in it, from the danger efcaped on the one hand,

and the exalted hopes to which we are raifed by it, on the

other. I cannot help putting you in mind, that thefe

two things are fo infcparably joined, that none can forget

or be infenlible of either of them, without in reality defpi-

fmg both. And as a view of the divine glory feems nioft

immediately calculated to aflill and continue a proper

worfnipping frame, I intend, that this fhall lead the way
in our nieditations on this occafion. The facramcnt of

the Lord's fupper is called the Eucharist^ or facrifice

of praife ; and therefore very fit for adoring contempla-

tion.

The words which I have read are the conclufion of the

apoftle Peter's account of the gradual unfolding of this

great defign of Providence ; and they contain a flriking

and extraordinary fentiment, That the angels themfelves

are filled with a holy curionty to fearch into the myilery

of redemption. Few commentators have failed to obfeyve,

that the word here tranilated to look intOy properly fignifies,

to sloop or bend do-ivn^ and examine ivitb the strictest at-

tention. This, my brethren, gives us a very exalted view

of the fcheme of redemption, as a leading defign in the

government of God, that thefe pure and exalted Ipirits,

not only adore it as a part of their Creator's will, but that

they are loft and fwallowed up in the contemplation of it,

and fee fuch a fcries of wonders, as they are not able to

comprehend. If this is fo, let us no longer poflpone the"

following refledion : How much more are we, the inter-

efted parties, called to adore and dwell on this myftery

of love, on which our falvation from deferved wrath, and

poiTeflion of infinite felicity to all eternity, is fufpended !

1 cannot find a more proper fubjeft for an introduction

to the facred and folemn fervice of this day ; and there-

fore I beg your attention, while I endeavor, in dependance

on divine grace, to illuftrate the affertion in the text, by

mentioning ibme particulars in the my fiery of redempti-

on, wliich are prcbubly the fubjeiTt of adq^ig inquiry, and
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perhaps holy aftoniniment, to thofe celefilal fpirlts. Ha-
vingdoiie this, I u ill conclude with foine impiovcmeni of

the fubjtrdl, foraflilHng you in your prefent duty.

I. Firll, then, we are to mention thofe circumllances

in the myllery of redemption which are probably the fub-

ject of udorinp; enquiry, or perhaps holy afioniftiment, to

the angels of God. The angels, though they are exalted

creatures, are yet plainly of liniited capacity. There are

many things of which they are ignorant : Matdi. xxiv.

36. " But of that i}.xy and hour knoweth no man, no, not
" the angels of heaven, but my Father only." And as

their employment is to be meffengers and miniflersof God,
with fome inferior agency in the conduft of his provi-

dence ; fo it is not to be doubted that much of their hap-
pinefs confifls in the contemplation of the nature and glo-

ry of God, as difcovered in his works. They afe repre-

iented in the book of Job as joyful vvitneffes of the crea-

tion and birth of this lower world: Job xxxviii. 6, 7.
" Whereupon are the foundations thereof ladened ? or
*' v/ho laid the corner-ilone thereof ? when the morning.
" liars fang together, and all the fons of God lliouted for

" joy." The ftate of the church is alfo reprcfented as

difcovering to them the divine wifdom : Eph. iii. 10.
'' To the intent that now unto the principalities and pow-
" ers in heavenly places might be known by the church
'• the manifold wifdom of God."

Let us, therefore, confider what circumflances in the

myilery of redemption may be fuppofed to llrike theni

mofl with allonifliment and wonder. This we cannot do
without finding ourfelves greatly interefted, and called to

the deepeft humility, and at the fame time the higheft ex-

ercife of gratitude and love. And,
I. The firlt thing I fliall mention is the incarnation of

the Son of God ; the union of the' divine and human na-

ture, by the V/ord's being made flelh. This is indeed the

iirft thing to be conlidered, both in order and in rank. O
wonderful union indeed ! Well might the apoille fay, i

Tim. iii. 16. " Without controverfy, great is the myllery
*' of godlinefs : God was manifell in the flefh, juflified \\\

Vol. I. 3 A
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" the Spirit, fcen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,

" believed on in the world, received up into glory." But

what vietv miift the angels hr.ve of this event ? thofe glo-

rious and active beings, who are thus dcfcribed, Pfal- civ.

4. " AVho maketh his angels fpirits, his miniders a fla-

" ming fire.'' Their knowledge of the nature of God, as a

pure and immaculate fpirit, as the eternal, uncreated, felf-

exiftent Father of Spirits, and of the Son, as one with the

Father, who " thought it no robbery to be equal vvith God,"

mufl: deeply aflonilh theni at this marvellous humiliation ;

that he fliould become one perfon with a creature, and that

with a creature lower than themfelves ; for it is exprelsly

faid, that " he was made a little lower than the angels."

How aftonifliing, that he who is the Lord of angels, and

whofe diftance from the highefl of all created fpirits is not

great only, but infinite, fhould become a man, by taking

to himfelf a true body, and a reafonable foul

!

It is more than probable from our text, efpecially when
compared with the context, and other paffages of fcrip-

ture, that this difcovery was made to the angels only gra-

dually, as it was to men- They could not but have inti-

mations of God's purpofe of mercv, which was begun and

carried on immediately after the fall ; this, however, was

done in a manner comparatively dark and obfcure. There

have been indeed fome who feem to me to have gone a

little beyond their depth; and who have fuppofed, that-

God difcovered to the angels, even before the creation of

man, the fall, which he forefaw, and the method by which

he propofed to recover a chofen remnant, viz. the incar-

nation of his own Son ; that the fuperior honor done to an

inferior creature, fiirred up the pride and envy of Lucifer,

and his affociates ; and that in this confified their guilt and

apoflafy, for which they were puniilied with an immedi-

ate banifhment from the abodes of blifs, and are now re-

ferved in chains under darknefs to the day of judgment.

This at bed is but mere conje(5ture. It feems much
more probable that they learned the feveral parts of this

great defign of mercy in their gradual accompliihment.

It cannot indeed be doubted, that the angels who were

concerned in the miniftry of providence^^uli have known
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early of the Intended redemption, and the Redeeraer.

Yet when they are faid, as in the text, to look into the

things preached in the gofpel, it gives reafon to conclude,

that the incarnation and lafierings of Chrift were, with re-

gard to them, as well as to us, a myflery hid from ages

and generations- Now how could thofe holy angels who
retained their integrity, but be filled with amazement at

the depth of tlie divine councils, when they faw themfelves

onliged to wcrfhip a man, to worfhip a feeble infant, born

in a ftable, and lying in a manger ? when they found

themfelves charged with publifliing the glad tidings ? as in

Luke ii. 10, II, 12, 13, 14. " And the angel faid unto
" them, Fear not : for behold, I bring you good tidings of
*' great jo}^ which flia!l be to all people. For unto you is

" born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is

" Chrifi; the Lord- And this Ihall be a fign unto you ;

" Ye fhall find the babe wrapped in fwaddling-clothes, ly-

" ing in a manger- And fuddenly there was with the
" angel a multitude of the heavenly hofl, praifing God, and
*" faying, Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace,
" good-will towards men."

There is one circumftance in the incarnation itfelf,

which ought not to be omitted, becaufe it is mentioned in

fcripture, and is certainly as allonifhing as any, That he

was not only made flefli, but fent in the likeness of sinful

flesh. AVhat fo oppofite to the nature of God as fin ? And
what fo furprifing, as that the Son of God, though without

fin, yet fhould in all refpe6ls outwardly belike to finners ?

that he fhould be born of a finner, taken for a finner, treat-

ed as a finner, and at laft crucified with the utmofl: igno-

miny, as a more than an ordinary finner ? I doubt not, but

thofe angels who looked with wonder on him in the man-
ger, looked with Hill greater wonder on him on the crofs

;

that the whole hofl: of them are confidering this with holy

wonder fiill ; and that it Ihall be the theme of eternal

wonder to the innumerable company about the throne.

This leads me to obferve,

2. That another circumftance which muft afford mat-

ter for adoring enquiry to the celeftial fpirits, is the fubfti-

tution of an innocent perfon in the room of the guilty,
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anci his fufftring from the hand of God, Wljen rriP.n'g

apoHafy was firft known, I reckon we may affirm v\ ith

fufficient certainty, that it conkl not enter into any crea-

ted mind, that his recovery was poffible- Many are even

of opinion, that fome paflages of fcriptiire carry in them
an intimation, that it had been propofed, and as it were a

trial made, in the councils of heaven, among affembled

angels, whether any remedy could be found for the guilt

and apoftafy of man ; and that none was found either

able or willing to Hand in his room ; as in that of the

Pfalmift, cited by the apofile to the Hebrews, chap. x.

5, 6, 7. " Wherefore when he cometh into the v/orld,

*' he faith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldft; not, but
*' a body haft thou prepared me : In burnt-offerings and
*' facrifices for fin, thou hafl had no pleafure : Then faid

" I, Lo, I come (in the volume of thy book it is written of

*' me) to do thy will, O God." And in the prophecies of

Ifaiah, chap. lix. 16. " And he faw that there was no
•' man, and wondered that there was no interceffor

;

" therefore his arm brought falvation unto him, and his

" righteoufnefs, it fullained him." I will not take upon
me to aflirm this interpretation ofthele paffages ; but the

firfl of them, which is applied by the apoille to ChrlR, cer-

tainly implies, that he undertook the redemption of finners

when other facrifices were found ineffeftual.

Now, my brethren, let us profecute the refledlion point-

ed out by the text. The angels had always hitherto {^cn

innocence and holinefs attended with peace and felicity,

and they had feen the apoflate fpirits laid under an irrever-

fible fentence of condemnation. It is probable they look-

"

td upon it as manifeftly founded on the nature of God,

that he could not punifh the innocent, and that he could

not but punifh the guilty- What allonifliment then mult

it have given them, what new views of the bonndlefs

fovereignty and unfearchable wildomofthe Moll High

Tniifl: it have opened to them, when they heard him faying,

*' Deliver him from going clown into the pit, I have found
*' a ranfom !" How mull they with wonder dwell on this

part of the providence of a wife, holy, juft, and gracious

God, that the pure and innocent Jefus^i^he beloved of the
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J*'ather, fliould make his appearance in this lower world, thtf

abode of guilty creatures, under iTinnifeft tokens of their

Creator's difpleafure ! that he fnoukinot only enter on the

icene in the weaknefs of infancy, but with every circuni-

ftance of nieannels and bafenels I How often muft they

have been put to a Hand, what to think of the fcverity and

perfecution, the contempt and o;"^porition which he met
with, from thofe very fmners whom he came to fave !

But above all, how mufi: they have been at a lofs to

comprehend his being expofed, not only to the contempt

of man, but to the wrath of God ! For " it pleafed the
'•'• Lord to bruife him, he hath put him to grief." What
mull have been the farprife of that niiniller of providence,

who was fent " from heaven to lirengthen" him, when
he found him under an inexpreffible agony of luffe ring,

making fupplication with ftrong crying and tears, faying,

" Father, if it be polTible, let this cup pals from mc !"

And what created Ipirit is able to reach the unfathomable

meaning of his complaint upon the crofs, " My God, my
*' God, why haft thou forfaken me ?" In the fufferings of

an innocent perfon in the room of the guilty, in the fuffer-

ings of the well-beloved Son of God from his Father's hand,

there is fuch an unfearchable depth, as no finite under-

Handing is able to comprehend. At firft view it feems to

contraditl the reftitude and holinefs of the divine nature ;

but on a nearer infpeftion, there is fuch a llriking difcovery

of wifdom, holinefs, juftice and mercy, that angels defire

with a holy curiofit}' to contemplate and adore it.

3. As immediately founded upon the former, another

circumftance in the plan of redemption through Chrift,

which will afford matter of wonder to the celeftial fpirits,

is the free juftification of fuiners, and their acceptance

with God, through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift.

If it appears aftonifliing, that God, who diftributes favor

and puniftiment with the moft perfect etjuity, (liould

punifti the innocent, it appears equally fo, that he ftioukl

fliew favor to the guilty ; that he fliould forgive their ftns,

accept their perfons, and vifit them with his loving-kind-

nefs, and all this for the merit and obedience of another.

What! (may it be faid,) is he not unchangeably holy I
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Is he not of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? Are we
not afrun-;d that evil cannot dwell v.ith him, nor Tinners

ftand in his prelence ? How fliall he receive into his favor

thefe ofi'ending rebels ? how fliall he take into his bofom
fuch polluted wretches ? And what can be the meaning of

imputation ? Can perfonal worth be transferred r Can he

commit fo great an error, as to view them with compla-

cency for the merit of another ?

Mufh not this appear a new and extraordinary plan to

the angels, who, by perfonal and perfeft obedience, retain

the favor of their Creator, and who had been hitherto

Grangers to the influence and interceiFion of a mediator ?

who had feen no fuch thing take place when their brethren

had fumed ? Ileb. ii. i6. " For verily he took not on him
" the nature of angels, but he took on him the feed of
*' Abraham,'' The holy angels, not inclined to fay, as

more prefumptuous men too often do, " Let us continue in
*' fm, that grace may abound," will rather fay, " Let us
" Aep afide, and fee this great fight." They will then fee,

that there is no way more proper for maintaining the dig-

nity of the divine government : nay, that it is the only
way by which thofe who have been finners can be received

into favor. They v;ill fee and confefs, that there is no
circumliance whatever that tends more to level the pride

of the finner's heart, and bring him to univerfiU fubmiffion,

and abfolute fubjeftion to the fovereignty of God. I am
perfuadcd, indeed, that even angels who never finned,

liave more of fubmifiion to the divine fovereignty, and de-

]:iendance on the abfolute grace of their Creator, than ma-
ny are apt to imagine ; yet furely our world is the great"

theatre of divine grace. The fame infinite benignity

which Ihews itfelf in heaven, in favor to the worthy, is

difplayed on earth, to the allonifliment of heaven itfelf, in

mercy to the guilty.

Suffer me, my brethren, to embrace this opportunity of

oblcrving, that nothing is more groundlefs than the accu-

lation of men of corrupt minds, againd the dodlrine of di-

vine grace, as encouraging to fin. It hath the \QyY con-

trary effect, and that on thefe two accounts.
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(1.) It is fo mortifying to human pride, that the power

of Tin mufl he broken at lead, before it can be truly and

cordially received. There i3 not i"o difficult a duty in

the whole cornpafs of the moral law, as an unfeigned de-

nial of our own righteoufnefs and flrength, and being wil-

ling to count all things but lofs lor the excellency of the

knowledge of Chriil. To receive forgivenefs as mere

mercy to thofe who had deferved to perifli, without any

complaint either agaiiift the Pa-idnefs of the law or the

feverity of the Ikndtion, is not fo eafy as many feem to

imagine, and what no man is brought to but by the Holy

Gholh

(2.) As the fmner mult be really fubjeded to God the

Creator, before he can lay hold of his mercy through

Chrift the Redeemer ; fo it is plain, that the moil effectu-

al meallires are taken to continue and perpetuate this fub-

jeftion. It is plain, that the infinite unmerited love of

God to his foul, is the mofl powerful and operative prin-

ciple of obedience that can dwell in the human heart

:

2 Cor. V. 14, 15. "• For the love of Chriil confirainetli

** us ; becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then
" were all dead ; and that he died for all, that they which
*' live, fliould not henceforth live unto themfelves, but
" unto him which died for them, and role again.'* Such

confidence has the fame apolUe in the llrength of this

principle, that he bids defiance to all trials and oppofition

:

Rom. viii. 35. " Who fhall feparate us from the love of
" Chriil ? Shall tribulation, ordifirefs, or perfecution, or
'"• famine, or naked nefs, or peril, orfvvovd r" And again,

verfe 38, 39. '* For I am perfuaded that neither death,

*' nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
" things |:refent, nor things to come, nor height, nor
'' depth, nor any other creature, Ihall be able to feparate

" us from the love of God, which is in Chriil Jefus our
" Lord." Thefe great principles of fan6lification are new
to the angels. When, therefore, they fee the holinefs of

God fliining in the free jullification of finners through

Chrift, it will add new force and new meaning to that

fong of praife which they are reprefented as finging. Rev.

iv. 8. " And they reft not day and night, faying, Holy,
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*' holy, holy, Lord God ahnighty, which was, and is,

" and is to come."

(4.) Ill the last place, Another ci re u in fiance in the

myilery of the golpel which will be matter of wonder to

the angels, is the application of redemption, or the man-

ner and means of tranflating finners " from darknefs to

"light,"' and " from the power of Satan unto God."

—

Before the plan of divine grace with regard to fallen m.an

was opened to them, they hadfeen no examples oflinners

but the fallen angels. From their irreverfible fentence,

and blafphcming rage in their torment, thofe who remain,

ed in their happy (late, would be apt to conclude, that

there could be no recovery for a creature who had orice

departed from his integrity at all. But when they learn-

ed fomething of the divine purpofe for the falvation of fal-

len man, efpccially the amazing and unfpeakable grace

that appeared in the appointment of the iVIediator, and

the univerfal unlimited offer of falvation in his name,

v.hat would be the efFedl ? I dare fay they would certainly

conclude, that it would be received with the highefl tranf-

ports of joy, by all thofe unhappy criminals who were

lying under the ciirfe of a. broken law. Accordingly the

angel, in his meffage to the Ihepherds, calls it good tidings

of great joy to all people.

What then muil have been their additional furprife,

when they heard the prophet faying, Ifa. liii. i. " Who
" hath believed our report .' and to whoni is the arm of

" the Lord revealed ?"' when they faw that this gracious

Saviour was " defpifed and rejcftcd of n^en ?" when they

obferved fo many turn a deaf ear to the mod importunate

calls of the gofpel ? when they found them cavilling them-

felves out of eternal happinefs, and advancing their own
blinded and bewildered reafon in contempt of the infinite

wifdom of God ? What mufl: thofe holy angels, who are

filled with gratitude for creating goodnefs, think of thofe

heirs of hell, who pour contempt upon redeeming love ? I

•cannot touch upon every thing that rifes here to our view,

but I am perfuadcd that the adminidration of the covenant

of grace is as full of myllery to the celeilial fpiril^ as

any part of the plan. Inllead of every finner humbly
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imploring reconciliaiion with an offended God, oar Re-

deer-ner, as a Sovereign Lord, as the Prince of Peace, iirlt

conquers thole as enemies, whom he afterwards cherilhes

as friends. He is endued with all power for this great

work ; and the Pfalmifi: gives a beautiful defcription of its

influence and eife6l, Pfal. xlv. 3, 4, 5. " Gird thy fword
" upon th}^ thigh, O moft mighty ; with thy glory and
" thy majelly ; and in thy majelly ride profperoufly, be-
'^ caufe of truth, and meeknei's, and righteoufnefs ; and
" thy right hand (hall teach thee terrible things. Thine
" arrows are Iharp in the heart of the king's enemies
" whereby the people fall under thee." He hath fent

forth his Holy Spirit as an almighty agent, to reconcile

fmners unto God. Is there not alio a depth of divine fo-

vereignty to be feen in the choice of the veflels of mercy ?

The apollle Paul in the midfi: of the fury of perfecuting

zeal, Mary Magdalene from the midll of the flames of

unclean lufl:, Zaccheus from the heart hardening crimes

of covetoufnefs and oppreflion, and many others of the

chief of linners, have been made the trophies of divine

grace, and may fiiy, in the words of their great example
the apoftle Paul, i Tim. i. 15. " This is a faithful faying,

" and woithy of all acceptation, that Chrilt Jefus came
" into the world to fave finners, of wliom I am chief"

It deferves alio particular notice, that faith itfeU" is fa'd

to be the operation and the gift of God : Eph. ii. 8. " For
" by grace ace ye faved, through faith : and that not of

" yourfelves : it is the gift of God." And indeed the

cliange in general which conftitutes the new nature, is

confidered as a binh or creation from above; John i. 13.
*' Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the

" flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God." It appears

plainly, from many exprefs declarations of fcripture, from

the power necelfary to overcome their obftinacy, and from

the feat of the diieafe itfelf, which lies in the will, that

fniners, while they continue fo, inftead of defiring, refill

their recovery. What a fubjecl of contemplation prefents

itfelf to the angels here ! What an unknown view is given

them of the inhnite evil and malignity of fin ! What a

humbling fenfe of created weak nets ! What a leiTcn of

Vol. I. 3 B
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caution for their after conduct ! It hath been conjeclured

not without apparent reafon and fonie countenance from

fcripture, that the great purpofe which the human fyllem is

intended to ferve in the univerfal kingdom of God, is to

be an everlafting monument, that a rational creature who
has once departed from its innocence and obedience to

its Creator, never can again return to the fame flate, but

by his own almighty power and fovereign grace. Upon
the whole, from this faint view of the plan of redemption,

as lying open to the attention of principalities and powers,

we may fay with the apoIllePaul, Rom. ii. 33. " O the

" depth of the riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of

" God ! how unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways
" pall finding out!"

I proceed now to conclude the fubjeQ, by fome pradi-

cal improvement of what has been faid. And,
I. What you have heard will contribute, I hope, by the

divine bleffing, to fhew the guilt of thofe who defpife the

gofpel, and ferve to remove the offence of the crofs. It

required no fmall meafure of fortitude in the apoftle Paut,

to declare that he was not " afliamed of the crofs of Chrifl,"

which at its firfl: publication was " to the Jews a flumbling

" block, and to the Greeks fooliflinefs." The doclrine of

tbe crofs, in its funplicity and purity, has been matter of

offence in every fucceeding age, to men of proud and

worldly minds, God knows, there are not wanting ma-

ny at this time, who treat the doftrine of the crofs, and

falvation by grace, with as much contempt and infolence

as they dare. Nor is it at all impoffible, that there may
be fome among you who are infedled with thefe poifonous

and deflruftive principles. Be perfuaded, O deluded

foul ! that "• the weaknefs of God is flronger than man,"
and " that the wifdom of man is fooliflinefs with God."

. This glorious and gracious plan hath the approbation and

admiration of angels, though it hath the contempt of fm-

ners. It allonilhed the angels, therefore no wonder though

it fliould aftonifli us. You will perhaps fay. It is indeed

allonifliing above meafure ; it teaches me to believe an

incarnate God^ a siiffering Saviour^ the innocent Uiinish-

edy and \h& guilty forgiven. It is attended with ib may
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farprirmg circumrtances, thaf I cannot help faying, How-

can theie things be ? Bat as Sanilon faid in his riddle,

" Out of the eater canie forth meat, out of the ftrong came
" forth fvveernefs ;'* fo out of the fuggellions of your cor-

rupt minds, I would derive fome evidence of the truth.

A cunningly deviled fable wcvuld be drelfed by the decei-

ver in a manner fuited to the human tafle ; but this doc-

trine hath not upon it any of the marks of human wifdom.

I do not think, if it had not been revealed, that it could

have entered into any human mind ; and therefore we
may jullly lay, " Salvation belongeth unto God." It Is

becaufe he is God, and not man, that we, the children of

men, " are not confumed."

2. You may learn, from what has been faid, the en-

couragement that is given to fmners to return to God
through Chrifl:. The very circumftances that are moft

afhonifliing and admirable in this great difpenfation, are

the undeferved love and unexpedled condefcenfion of God
to guilty and miferable fmners. I know that the inward

and effeftual call can only be giv^en by the Holy Ghofl

;

but I know alfo, that " faith cometh by hearing, and hear-

" ing by the word of God." Therefore, in expedation

of the blelTmg of him who " hath the hearts of all men in

" his hand, and turneth them howfoever he will," I pro-

claim in the hearing of every fmner within thefe walls,

" that God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be-

" gotten Son,^that whofoever believeth in him might not
" perifli, but have everlafling life." I repeat the univer-

fal call, that " him that cometh to him, he will in no wife

" caft out." Are there not many in this houfe under the

power of fin, and the curfe of a broken law ? Nay, who is

there that is not condemned by thefe important words,

which you will find Gal. iii, 10. " Curfed is every one
'•'• that continueth not in all things which are written in

" the book of the law to do them." This fentence Hands

uncancelled againfl all who are not reconciled to God by

faith in Chriii Jefus. Is the application difHcult ? Ye
Haves of fin, drunkards, fwearers, profane and lafcivious

jefters, envious and malicious flanderers, retainers of un-

juft: gain, and all without exception who are lovers of plea-
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Tures more than lovers of God, ye fhall be llain all of 5'ou ;

*' as a bowing wall fhall ye be, and as a tottering llnce."
Remember the mifery of thole who die in an iincouA erted
Hate :

" It is a feartul thing to fall into the hands of the
*' living God. Who can abide with devouring fire ? Who
•' can dwell with everlafling burnings ?" Admire the in-

finite grace of God through our Lord Jefus Chrift, and
admire the infinite wifdom of God that hath laid help tor

you upon one who is " mighty to lave." jVlay I not fay,

that, on this folemn occafion, your Saviour fpeaks to you,
not only in his word, but from his crofs ? See the juftice

of God in the crofs of Chriil, and thence learn the evil of

fm. See the power and wrath of God in the crofs of Chrilr,

and tremble at your own fiate. See the matchlefs love

of God in the crois of Chriil, and be pcrfuaded to return

to him with weeping, with fupplication, and with mourn-
ing. Let the eye of faith be pointed at the dying Saviour,

and fay unto him, " O almighty fuflei er, look down, look
" down trom thy triumphant infamy, pity and pierce this
*' hard heart with a fenfe of guilt and mifery. Thou hafl
'' laid, that when thou fliouldft be lifted up from the earth,
" thou wouldil draw all men unto thee : let this promife
*' be fulfilled to my experience. Dra^v mt\ weivil/ nm
*' after thee. Lord, take away my complicated guilt

;

*' Lord, renew and pacify my unfand^ified afTeclions, form
*' me for thyfelf, that I may ferve thee here, and afterwards
*' fee thee as thou art

!

3. From what hath been faid upon this fubje^i, you
may examine your title to partake of the holy ordinance
of the Lord's lupper ; or, in other words, your right to

the favor of God, and to eternal life. No difpofition more
fuitable, none more neceffary, at a communion-table, than
agrateful and admiring fenfe of redeeming love. Not only
the profane blafphemer, or the fcornful defpiftr, is unlit

to fit down at this fcalt, but the felf-righteous formalifl who
never faw himfelf undone. It is true, indeed, that when
angels themfelves are put to a iUnd, all our thouglits mull
foon be loll and fwallowed up. But, my brethren, do
you defire to look into it ? Do you feel a fenfible pl^fure

and delight in this facred employment : Do you, iiiTorii^
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meafure, fee the glory of divine "race, though you are not

able to meafure its dimenfions ? There is no fubje61: fo ob-

icure and unintelligible to thofe who are ftrangers to the

power of religion, as the myilery of redeeming love ; no
fubjcct fo odious and diilafietul to thofe whofe minds are

formed upon the maxims of the world, as the doQrine of

falvation by grace. Chriil upon a crofs, Chriil upon a

throne, Chrift the believer's rock and refuge, the fource of

his llrength, and the fource of his comfort, they are neither

able to relilji nor comprehend. All the warm expreffions

of gratitude and attachment, which are unfpeakably fweet

and ravifhingto a ferious foul, appear to them in the light

of enthufiafm and vifionary folly. But as many as it hath

pleafed God to blefs with an inward and perfonal convic-

tion of their loft Itate by nature, will fee the greateJl beauty
in this plan of falvation, and will rather rejoice, than flirink,

at Iharing with their Redeemer himfelf the contempt of

the world. They will fay, with the apoftle Paul, Gal. vi.

14. '' God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of
" our Lord Jelus Chrift." There is a beautiful oppofition

ftated by the fame apoftle, between a believer's under-

ftanding the love of Chrift, and yet being unable to fearch

it to the bottom, in the following pafl'age, Eph. iii. 17, 18,

19. " That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that

" ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
*' comprehend with all faints, what is the breadth, and
" length, aod depth, and height ; and to know the love of
*' Chrift, which pafleth knowledge, that ye might be filled

'' withallthefulnefsof God."
4. In the last place, From v/hat has been faid, learn

what is your moll proper employment at the Lord's table.

Adore and contemplate the riches of redeeming grace,

that great theme which " the angels defire to look into."

Think, with humble amazement, on the boundlefs mer-

cy of God, which reached even to you, and with the high-

eft thankfulnefs on the honor to which you are admitted,

of receiving the fenfible pledges of his love. Dwell on
this impenetrable myftery of " Immanuel God with us

—

" God manifefted in the flefli." Think on this awful

proof of divine juftice and holine^; the wrath of God pour-
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ed oiit upon his own Son. Think on the perfe6lion of

that atonement which is made for the fins of the world.

Rejoice in the fuhiefs of that Saviour who is now made
*' liead over all things to the church ;" and draw, by faith,

from his fulnefs, every neceflary fupply to yourlelves :

and as you are now to commemorate his death, v^^ith a

view to his fecond coming, think on that " day of falva-

*' tion," when he fliall come " to be glorified in his faints,

" and admired in all them that believe ;" when you fliall

enter in triumph into the holieil of all, where no doubt

the myfiery of redemption fliall be more fully difcovered ;

when iaints and angels fhall jointly fing that nev/ fong.

Rev. V. 12. " Worthy is the Lamb that was ilain, to re-

"• ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and
" honor, and glory, and bleffing ;" when the whole plan

of divine grace fliall be completed and clofed, and the me-

diatorial kingdom itfelf brought to a period ; for '' then
'* Cometh the end, when he fliall have delivered up the
*' kingdom to God, even the Father ;" when confirmed

angels, and redeemed fmners, when the whole hoft of

'

heaven fliall unite in one acclamation, " Hallelujah ; for

" the Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
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GLORYING IN THE CROSS.

SERMON 8,

GALATIANS vi. 14.

But God forbid that I shoidd glory, save in the cross of out

Lord fesus Christ.

ACTION SERMON.

MY brethren, v/e are this day met to keep up the

remembrance of our Redeemer's fufFerings and

death in our room. We are to commemorate an event

the moft important, the moil: interefting, and the moft

aflonifliing, that creation ever beheld. We are to con-

template, a fubjedl the moft wonderful and myfterious

that ever was offered to the mind of man. The ijicariia-

tlon of the 5*1^/^ of God, the King of kings found in the form

of a servant, and the Prince of life expiring on an ac-

cursed tree. What is this but the union of things the

moft oppoftte and feemingly inconfiftent that can poflibly

be conceived ? the union of the moft diftant extremes of

iirength and vveaknefs, glory and bafenefs, honor and

iliame ?

In a fort of correfpondence and analogy to this great

fubjedt itfelf, nothing can be more oppofite than the len-

timents formed by believers and unbelievers with regard

to it. To the one it hath a dignity and majefty unipeak-

ably amiable ; to the other, it hath a meannefs and bafe-

nefs that is ^fliameful and contemptible. The Apoftle
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Paul often taker, notice oF this, that it was " to the Jews a
*' ftumhliniiTj-block, and to the Greeks foollflinels ;" and

he often difcovers his own inviolable attachment to his

Saviour, by an open profeffion of eReem for thole circum-

ilances in his character and appearance which a blinded

world were moll apt to treat with derifion and fcorn.

This is particiihirly the cafe in the text, " But God for-

*' bid that I fliould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord
" Jefus Chrift."

By the crofs of Chrifl, in the New Teflament, we are

fometimes to underftand the fufferings of believers ibr

Chriffs fake ; but more commonly, and I think, evident-

ly in this place, it fignilies his humiliation in general, and
particularly his crucifixion, to which circumflance our at-

tention is direfted, becaufe it was the mod bafe and igno-

minious of the whole. In this the apoftle fays he would
glory : nay, he exprefl.es his abhorrence at the thought of

glorying in any thing elfe :
" God forbid that I Ihould

'' glory fave in the crofs of our Lord Jcfus Chrifl.'" No-
thing can be more fuited to the employment of this day,

'

and nothing more proper to diflinguifh between the friends

and the enemies of Chrifl, than this, when carefully at-

tended to ; for the one will undoubtedly glory and the

other will as certainly be ashamed of his crofs.

In difcourfing further on this fubje6l, what I propofe,

through divine airidance, is,

I. To explain the import of the apoftle's glorying only

in the Saviour's crofs.

II. To ihew what good reafon every real Chriflian hath

to glory in it. And,
III. To make Ibme practical application of the fubjeft.

I. In the Jirst place, then, let us explain the import

of the apoftle's glorying only in the Saviour's crofs. What
is this objeft in which the apoftle fays he would glory ?

Very wonderful indeed. It is, that Jefus of Nazareth,

the ion of Mary, was fubjefted tq a long life of forrow,

reproach, and contempt : That towards the clofe of it, he

was arreftcd, accufed, condemned as a malefactor ; juad

after innumerable and unfpeakable indignities, ^\as at laft
'
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nailed to a crofs, an engine of torture of the moft cruel

and painful kind, and fo fliameful, that it was a manner

of punifhment appropriated to the moft detefted criminals

of the bafelt rank. What is there here to glory in ? and

what does the apoflle mean by this expreffion ? It means,

1. That he liad a high efteem of it, as an event of the

grcatefi; moment, and an obje£l worthy of the highefl re-

gard. We do not glory in common things, but in things

of peculiar dignity and worth. It was not then in his view

merely what it feemed. He did not confider it, furely, as

the execution of a criminal ; but faid, with the centurion

on Mount Calvary, Truly " this was a righteous man ;"

Truly this was " the Son of God." He confidered it as

the effect of the infinite love of God, who fent his only

begotten Son to die for our fins. He confidered it as an
infinite price paid for the pardon of our offences, as the

only way of deliverance from guilt, as the fure and cer-

tain pledge of peace to an awakened confcience. In this

view, how does it rife in his efieem ? While otiiers are

difpofed to fcorn, pitying their madnefs, he is conftrained

to worfhip and adore. Think of it, Chrillians, how dif-

ferent were the fentiments of his infulting enemies and
his mourning difciples, when he hung upon the crofs.

The one confider him as a guilty fufFerer, the other as a

loving Saviour. The hearts of the one were boiling v/ith

hatred, or filled with contempt ; the hearts of the other

were fwallovved up in admiration, or melted with love,

2. The apollle's glorying in the crofs, implied his ha-

ving a flrong, though humble confidence of his own rela-

tion to and interefi: in it, I think it is impoffible to fepa-

rate this from our idea of the apofile's meaning. We do
not glory or boall of any thing in which we have no con-

cern. A man of great genius, or uncommon v\'orth, I

may admire and honor, merely for the eminent qualities

of which he is pofiefied, and I may do him all juilice by
commendation ; but 1 am never difpofed to glory in him,

nor have I any title to do it unlefs he is fomehow related

to me : but if I add, that he is my child, or he is my bro-

ther, I may be truly faid to glory in him, or to boafl: of

him, becaufe the lionor that is^iven to him, is, in fame
Vol. L 3 C
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meafure refle6led upon myFelf. Again, I may fpeak of

the riches and magnificence of fome great city ; but I am
then only faid to glory in it, if I add any circumllance of

relation ; as that it is the place of my nativity, or the place

of my refidence, or the place in which I have property

and intereft. When therefore the apoflle fays, " God
" forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord
" Jefus Chrif^, it certainly implies a humble perfuafion of

his own intereft in it, and his happinefs to flow from it.

This indeed naturally arifes froui a real and fpiritual dif-

covery of its proper glory. None can fee the tranfcen-

dent beauty of this obje6l, till they have feen their own
guilt and mifery in the fight of a holy God. And no
fooner do they difcover the excellence of this atonement,

its perfect fufiiciency for all, and the unrefirained offer to

all, than they fly to it as their fecurity, and rell on it as

the ground of their hope. The word here tranflated glo-

ry ifig, fignifies at the fame time, exidlifig, or rejoicing

;

and therefore to glory in the crofs, is the i'ame thing as to

rejoice in the Saviour. The truth is, it is but feldom thaf

this apoftle mentions the death of Chrift without fome ap-

propriating expreffion : Phil. iii. 8. " Yea doubtlefs, and
*' I count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the
*' knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord : for whom I have
'• fuffered the lofs of all things, and do count them but
" dung, that I may win Chrift ;" Gal. ii. 20, " I am cru-
*' cified with Chrift : neverthelefs I live ; yet not I, but
" Chrift liveth in me : and the life which I now live in

" the flcfli, I live by the faith of the Son of God, v.ho loved
" me and gave him felf for me."

3. To complete the idea of the apoftle's glorying in the

crofs, it implies fuch a fenfe of its comparative worth, as

prompts him to a public and open profeffion of efteem,

with a fovereign contempt of the judgment or conduft of

others, who fct themfelves in oppofition to it. Glorying

always fignifies the declaration of our mind to others ; and
is not ill illuftrated by that expreffion of the apoftle Paul in

writing to the Romans, chapter i. i6. " For I am not
" afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift : for it is the power of
" God unto falvation, to ^ry one that believeth, to the'^rj
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'^ Jew firft, and alfo to the Greek." The oppofition be-

tween the fenthiients of others, and his own, he often

mentions; as 1 Cor. i. 18. " For the preaching of the

" crofs is to them that perifli, fooHilinefs : but unto us

" vvliich are faved, it is the power of God." And verfe

23. " But we preach Chrill crucified, unto the Jews a

" itumbUng-block, and unto the Greeks foolifhnefs ; but

" unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,

" Chrill: the power of God, and the wifdom of God."

When he glories in the crofs, therefore, it implies an open

and refolute adherence to this defpifed caufe. This mean-

ing is particularly carried in the word cross. It had been

lefs wonder, if he had faid, he gloried in his Saviour's

divine power exerted before his crucifixion, or that /lie

gloried in his triumphant refurredlion, and exaltation to

the right hand of God after it ; but, inflead of this, he fays

he gloried in his cross^ in his very abafement, in what was

moll vile and contemptible.

A late very eminent writer and champion for the crofs,

in a fermon on the fame fubjedl, makes a remark to the

following purpofe :
" * That through the veneration of

" many ages, and the difufe of that punilhment among
" us in the execution of malefaftors, the word cross does
" not carry fo bafe an idea to our minds ; but that in the

" ear of a Galatian, it founded as if the apoftle had faid, he
"' gloried in a gallows, a gibbet or a halter." And in a

note upon this paffage of the fermon, when publifhed, he

expreffes himfelf thus :
" Some perfons, I am informed,

*' were difgufted at thefe words, halter^ gallows^ gibbet^

" they are fo horridly contemptible : to whom I would
" reply, That the crofs, in point of ignominy, implied all

*' this; and in point of torture, much more. Unlefs the

^' Englilh reader forms to himfelf fome fuch image as this,

" he will never be able to apprehend the fcandalous na-

" ture and fhocking circumftances of his divine mailer's

" death. The words, I mull confefs, were diverfified, and
" the fentiment reiterated, on purpofe to ef^e^^ the mind
' with this afloni.fliing truth. Neither can I prevail with
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*' myfelf to expunge the exprefTions, unlefs I could fub-

" flitute others of a more ignominious and execrable im-
" port in their room. Only I would beg the ferious reader
** to fpend a moment in the following refle6>ion. Is it fc,

*' that a polite and delicate ear can hardly endure fo much
*' as the found of the words ? How amazing then was the
*' condefcenfion, how charming and adorable the goodnefs
" of God's illuflrious Son, to bear all that is fignified by
" thefe intolerably vile terms, bear it willingly, bear it

*' cheerfully, for us men, and our falvation !"

Before concluding this head, it will be proper to obferve,

in what it was the apoflle did not glory. There is plain-

ly a tacit oppof.tion in the form of his expreflion, to fomc
things in which others were apt to glory, and he as hearti-

ly defpifed :
" God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the

" crol's of our Lord Jefus Chrid." He fays in general,

Phil. iii. 7. " But what things were gain to me, thofe I

*' counted lofs for Chrift." We find elfewhere, in his

writings, exprefs mention of thofe particulars which he

renounced as any fubje6l of boafting. i. His learning as'

a fcholar; 2. His privileges as a Jew ; 3. Even his zeal

and activity as a minilter of Chrift:. Let us confider each

of thefe by itfelf.

I. He would not glory in his learning as a fcholar.

The apoflle Paul had been brought up at the feet of Ga-
maliel, and feems to have been well accomplifhed in eve-

ry branch of human fcience. Yet he fpeaks of it with

great negledl, or rather with a noble difdain, when com-
pared with the doftrine of the crofs : i Cor. i. 17. *' For
*' Chrifl: fent me not to baptize, but to preach the gofpel :

" not with wifdom of words, left the crofs of Chrift fhould
*' be made of none ef^edl," And again, verfe 19, 20. " For
" it is written, I will deftroy the wifdom of the wife, and
" v/ill bring to notliing the underftanding of the prmknt.
*' Where is the wife ? where is the fcribe ? where is the

" difputer of this world ? hath not God made foolifh the

*' wifdom of this world ?" It may perhaps be aflced. What
is the meaning of this renunciation of human learning and
wifdom ? Is there any real oppofition between lear%ing

and the crofs ? Would not the legitimate \ife of human'
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wirdom lead us to embrace it : To this I anfvver, that it

leems to imply thefe three things.

(i) An admiration ot" the divine glory in that which

had not on it any of the marks ofhuman wifdom : in con-

fequence of this, a liedfail adherence to tiie doftrine of the

crofs, though thofe who were wife in their own conceit

might be tempted to defpife it, and to defpife him for its

fake. This great Icholar, then, was not unwilling to fu£^er

the derifion and contempt of other Icholars for his glorying

in the crofs.

(2) It implies fuch a fuperlative admiration of this glo-

rious and interelling objedl, that all the knowledge he pof-

fefled, and the honor he could otherwife acquire, feemed
to him unworthy of regard : his attention was wholly fix-

ed upon, and his affections wholly engroffed b}^, his Re-
deemer's crofs.

(3) It implied, that though he certainly ought, and cer-

tainly did ufe the noble parts and accompliihments of

which he was poffefled, with zeal in his mailer's caufe :

yet he did it with that humility and felf-denial, with that

noble contempt of vain embellilhments, which ihowed he

was not building a monument to himfelf, but feeking the

honor of his Saviour. The dodlrine of the crofs Ihiould be
treated in a manner fome how correfpondent to it ; not

with a learned and oilentatious felf-fufEciency, but with a

meek and truly evangelical felf-denial.

Miilake me not, my brethren : I am not fpeaking a-

gainft learning in itfelf ; it is a precious gift of God, and
may be happily improved in the fervice of the gofpel ; but

I will venture -to fay, in the fpirit of the apoRle Paul's

writings in general, and of this paffage in particular, Ac-
curfed be all that learning which lets itfelf in oppofition to

the crofs of Chrift ! Accurfed be all that learning which
difguifes or is afhamed of the crofs of Chrifl ! Accurfed be
all that learning which fills the room that is due to the crofs

of Chrift ! And once more, Accurfed be all that learning

which is not made fubfervient to the honor and glory oif

the crofs of Chrift 1

Well then, the learned and eloquent apoftle renounced
the wifdom of words ; and how do we apply this in gene-
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ral ? By a fniall comparative eO.eem of all natural advan-

tages ; and by thinking it, in the heart, a greater honor

and a higher privilege to fit down at Chrift's table, and to

find acceptance with him, than to pofTei's beauty, wil'dom,

learning, riches, and honors in the highell poHible periec-

tion ; and may God grant that every one in this allenibly

may be able to fay, in fincerity, that, in what things he

thinks he excels, thefe he is willing to "• count lol's lor

" Chrill !"

2. The apoflle would not glory in his privileges as a

Jew. This we find him affirming in many places of his

writings : Phil. iii. 4. " Though I might alio have con-
" fidence in the flefh. If any other man think that he
" hath whereof he mi;i;ht truft in the flefli, I more : Cir-

" cumcilisd the eighth day, of the flock of Ifrael, of the

" tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as

*' touching the law, a Pharifee ; concerning zeal, perlecu-
'

" ting the church ; touching the righteoufnels which is in

" the law, blamclefs." Toward the latter end of the Jew-
iih commonwealth, there was a very prevailing and grofs'

luiltake among them, to look upon their external privileges

as entitling them to the favor of God, and making a dif-

ference between them and others. We have reafon to be

fenfible, that much of the fame difpofition is ready to ad-

here to men in every age. But one great defign of the

gofpel is, to level the pride of man, to throw down all dif-

tindion in point of merit before God, and to fliow, that

the power of the Redeemer is equally necelfary to, and
equally fufficient for, all without exception : Rom. iii. 22.

" Even the righteoufnels of God which is by faith of Je-
" fus Chriil unto all, and upon all them that believe ; tor

" there is no dinerence.'" Rom. x. 12. " For there is no
" difference between the Jew and the Greek : for the fame
*' Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him." Col.

iii. II. " Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum-
" cilion nor uncircumcifion, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor
" free ; but Chriit is all, and in all."

3. The apoflle did not glory in his perfonal charadler,

not even in his zeal and activity as a minifler of Ciiajh

This appears through the whole of his writings, where '
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lie is at particular pains to deftroy every foundation of

boafting or glorying in ourfclves : Rom. iii. 24—28.

** Being jullified freely by his ;.race, through the redemp-
" tion that is in Jefus Chrift : whom Ood hath fet forth

" to be a propitiation, through failh in his blood, to declare

" his rigliteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins that are paft,

*' through the forbearance of God ; to declare, I fay, at this

" time his righteoufnefs ; that he might be jull, and the

" juftiiier of him which believeth in Jefus, Where is

" boafting then ? It is excluded. By what law ? of works ?

" Nay ; but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude,

" that a man is juftified by faith, without the deeds of the

" law." Nay, we find that all his public I'erviccs he

confiders as quite unfit fubjefts of boafbng, even when he

is obliged to mention them for his own vindication : i

Cor. XV. 9, 10. " For I am the leaft of the apofdes, that

"• am not meet to be called an apoftle, becaufe 1 perfecuted

" the church of God- But by the grace of God I am what
" I am : and his grace which was beftowed upon me, was
*' not in vain ; but I labored more abundantly than they

" all : yet not I, but the grace of God vv hich was with

" me."

I am perfuaded that thofe who, from really Chriftian

principles, ferve God in their generation with the greateft

zeal, will be n-ioft ready to renounce all plea of merit up-

on that account- I have read with pleaibrethe following

account of the temper expreffed by John Knox, that emi-

nent inftrument in the reformation, when he was drawing

near to his difiblution. Some perfon prefent mentioned to

him, what comfort he might now have in his extraordinary

labor and great ufefulnefs in the church : to whom he

anfwered, " Forbear to puff up the flefh with vanity, to

" which it is of itfelf fuificiently prone. The port I

'' would be in at, is that of the free grace of God, through

" the merits of my blefled Saviour." The truth is, thefe

are but the fentiments which ihall not only go with us to

death, but continue with us to eternity. A deep fenfe of

redeeming love, and grateful celebration of the Redeemer's

glory, is not only the language of the church on earth,

but the delightful vvorfhip of the church triumphant ia
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heaven: Rev. v. ii, 12, 13. " And I beheld, unci I heard
" the voice ol" many angels round about the throne, and
" the beads and tiie elders •• and the number of them was
" ten thoufand times ten thoufand, and thoufands of thou-

" lands ; Ikying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
" that was llain, to receive power, and riches, and wil-
"• dom, and ilrength, and honor, and glory, and blclTing.
'•' And every creature which is in heaven, and on the

" earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are in the Tea,

^' and all that are in them, heard I, laying, Blefling, and
" honor, and i;lory, and power be unto him that filteth up-
'•' on the throne, and unto the Lanib for ever and ever."

il. We proceed now to the second general head of dif-

courfe, viz. To confider v/hat reafon every real .Chrif-

tian hath to glory in the crofs. This indeed opens to us

a fubjecl of the moll amazing compafs and extent. Though
there is nothing here but what is vile and contemptible to

an unbelieving worldly mind ; by the eye of faith, every

thing that is wonderful, amiable, and valuable, is difco-'

vered in the higheft perfeftion. I cannot particularly

enumerate every fubjedt of glorying in the crofs ; and
therefore fliall juft point' out to you the three following

fubjefts of meditation, which though they often run into

one another, may be confidered in diflin<5l and feparate

lights. I. The glory of divine perfe61ion fhines in it in

the brightell maimer. 2. The riches of divine grace are

mani felled in it to the mofl alloniihing degree. 3. The
fanQifying efficacy of it is fo tranfcendently fuperior to that

of any other mean, as fliews it to have been the appoint-

nient of infinite wifdom.

I. The glory of divine perfeftion fliines in it in the

brightell manner. Would we dired:ly contemplate the

glory of the invifible God, as it lliines in his works and

ways .'' let us look upon the crofs. It hath been fome-

times, and very julUy, faid of the works of God, that they

have ufually in them fomething^much more wonderful

and excellent than appears at firfl view. It hath alfo been

further obferved, that, in this refpect, there is a comply
contrail and oppofition between the works of the Creator
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and thofe of the creature. Every thing that flows from

God, the more ftri^lly we examine it, and the more per-

fedly we know it., the more we lliall admire it ; but every

work of the creature, the more perfedly it is known, the

more its inherent weaknefs always appears. This difco-

vers itfelf, even in comparing; the produce of the field with

the effects of human art. Naturaliits obferve, that the

fineft and moft admirable human manufactures, when
feen, as by a finer fenfe, wdth the afliftance of a micro-

fcope, a-ppears quite coarfe and irregular ; but that if you

look at a pile of grafs, or any thing natural, with the fame

afiiftance, you will fee Hill more exquifite and delicate

llrokes of the almighty operator.

If this is the cafe even in the material produdlions of

natural power, how much more mufl it be fo in the un-

fearchable inyfieries of God's fpiritual kingdom ? In none

will it hold more than in this chief of the works of God,

this glorious though defpifed objedl:, the crofs of Chrift.

Here indeed the glory of God appears in all its luftre. It

appears in fo flrong and fo various lights, that the highell

an'^els ai;e employed, delighted, and loll in the contem-

plation of it : I Pet. i. 12. " Which things the angels de-

iire to look into.'' luph. iii. 10. " To the intent that

" now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
" places, might be known by the church the manifold
" wildom of God." O what a difjday of j)ov/er in the

union of Gotland man ! What an almighty arm was re-

quired to make thefe things meet, which were iniinitely

dillant ! The Creator of the ends of the earth born of a

woman ! the Self-exillent become a feeble infant ! the

Lord of glorv covered v/ith fliame ! The Judge of all con-

demned to fufter ! The Author of life giving up the

gholl !

What unfearchable wifdom appears in finding a viclirri

able to bear almighty vengeance ! in finding a way by

which fm might be a; once punifhed and pardoned, juf-

tice fully fatisfied, even where mercy is extended ! Little

Avonder indeed that the angels defire to look into this

myftery. They had tailed the fruits of divine benignity

in tlie happineis of innocent creatures ; thev had ieen the

Yql, I. -. D
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glory of divine jullice in the perdition of the rebel-arjgels ;

but the crofs of Chritt was the fird thin;^ that difcovered to

them the glory of divine mercy, in pardoning the chief of

finners, without in the lead obfcuring the brightnefs either

of juflice or holinefs, nay to the illuflration of both. In

the crofs of Chrifl there is a more awful and penetrating

view of the juftice and holinefs of God, than could have

been given by the irreparable deftruftion of tlie whole race

of Adam. And at the fame time, his not " fparing his

•' own Son," but " delivering him up for us all," is a more
allonifhing efl'eft of love, than j)ardon without fatisfaclion

could have been, had that been a thing in itfelf poflible.

There is no end or meafure to our views of this lubjeft ;

but I hope many of you will now fay, with the apoftle

Paul, what I dare fay he has not yet done repeating in

heaven, Rom. xi. 33,
'' O the depth of the riches both of

" the wifdom and knowledge of God ! how uni'earchable

" are his judgments, and his ways paft finding out 1"

2. The riches of divine grace are manifefted in the

crofs of Chrili: to the mod aflonifliing degree. It is not'

merely a wonderful work of God, which all his intelHgent

creatures may behold with admiration, but it is a defign

in which we ourfelves have an immediate and an infinite

concern : For, Ifa. liii. 5- " He was wounded for our
" tranfgrelTions, he was bruifed for our iniquities ; the
"• challifement of our peace was upon him, and with
*' his llripes we are healed." O what an amazing difplay

of unmerited love ! Every divine perfection indeed ap-

pears in it very clearly, but chiefly love. The tender

mercy of our God predominates, adluatcs, and reigns

through the whole. Chrifl's undertaking, in general, is

the fruit and evitlence of the everlafting love of God 1

John iii. 16. " For God fo loved the world, that he gave
" his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him,
." fhould not perlfh, but have everlafting life." Salvation,

in the whole of its purchafe and effect, was the fruit and

expreffion of the infinite love of Chrift : Rev. i- ^,6.
" Unto him that loved us, and waflied us from our fins

*' in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priells

" unto God, and his tather; to him be glory and dom^ >
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" nlon for ever and ever. Amen.'' The believing foul

is never more at a lofs than when attempting to confefs its

obligations to redeeming love. The human mind never

feels its weaknefs more than when it attempts to conceive,

or to illurtrate, this truly incomprehenfible fubjedt.

The grace of redemption may be confidered and illuf-

trated in a great variety of lights : From the greatnefs of

the mifery from which we are delivered ; for " we are

" faved from wrath through him ;" From the greatnefs of

the happinefs to which we are entitled ; for we are made
" heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrifi; :" From the

guilt and unworthinefs of the objects of this love ; for it

was " when we were enemies" that " we were reconci-

" led to God by the death of his Son." But befides thefe

confiderations, there is more than enough of divine mercy
to excite our wonder in the crofs of Chrift, the price paid

for our redemption.

Great fufferings ufually melt the heart to fympathy and
tendernefs, though we have no immediate concern in them
at all • but how much more mull every fource of tender-

nefs be opened, when we confider the fufferer as an inno-

cent perfon, and as fuffering in our room ! Remember the

perfon, remember the nature, remember the greatnefs, re-

member the end, of his fuffering ; the eternal Son of God,

the great Immanuel, covered with fliame, dragged to an

unrighteous tribunal, not to abide the decrees of juftice,

but to bear the effects of blinded rage ! See him, O lliock-

ing fight ! blind-folded, buffeted, and fpit upon, feverely

fcourged, crowned with thorns, arrayed in purple, adored

in deriiion ! See him nailed to the crofs ! () fhameful, O
tormenting, O moll accurfed manner of death ! Is it pof-

fible to conceive the grace of this amazing humiliation,

this infinite condefcenfion ? I would even call it incredi-

ble condefcenfion, but that happily it carries upon it this

great truth. That God's ways are not as our v/ays, nor his

thoughts as our thoughts. Apply it therefore, O finner !

and fee how it magnifies the love of God. Was all this

abafement, all this fliame, all this fuffering for me ? and

fliall I not glory in the crofs ? Shall I even glory in any

thing but the crofs ? As it magnifies the divine power, as
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it magnifies the divine mercy, fo it magnifies the ilnnen

Is it any Icfb to our honor than to his lliame ? We can
never appear fo valuable as when our falvation is purcha-

fed by our Saviour's dying groans.

3. In the lafi place, The real Chrifiian has reafon to

glory in the crofs, for its efficacy as a principle of fandli-

fication. This is plainly implied in the claufe immedi-

ately following the text : for " by it the world is crucified

*' unto me, and I unto the world." The apofde certain-

ly has this alfo in view, when he celebrates the doftrine

of the crofs as the u'ifdom and the power of God unto fal-

vation. And indeed to every believer the crofs, confider-

ed only as the truth, and as operating by faith on the un-

derHanding and heart, is fuch an argument to duty, as

there is not another in the whole compafs of human know-
ledge diat may once be compared to it. Does any thing

fet in fo ftrong a light the obligation of God's moll holy

law ? Does any thing fet in fo ftrong a light the infinite

evil of iin ? the infinite holinefs of God ? the infinite dan-

ger of fin ? Mufl not the reflection of every behever be/
*' Who can fland before this Holy Lord God .'' If fuch
*' things be done in the green tree, v/hat fhail be done in
*' the dry ?"

But what is the great fource, evidence, fum, and per-

fection of fan6tification ? Is it not the love of God ? And
how fliallthis be produced ? how fhall it be preferved and

improved, in fo effectual a manner, as by believing views

ofthe crofs ofChrift, the mofi: tender and colUy exprellion

of his love to us .'' i John iv. 19. " We love liim ; be-

*' caufe he firfl loved us." How does this fill the Chriitian

with indignation againll fin, which he mud conlidcr as

*' crucifying him to himfelf afrefli !" &.c. How does it

endear to him his Saviour's commands ! how does it in-

spire him with zeal in doing his will, and fortitude in iuf-

fering for his caufe ! Will any thing fb effedtually deter-

mine us to love our fellow-creatures, as his command and

example ? Will any thing lb effeClually perihade us to dif-

charge the moft important duties to others, I mean, feek-

ing their eternal welfare, as the value of" a precious foul^

cPwimated by the crofs? Will any thing fo effeClually dil~^
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pofe us to the moft difficult duties to others, I mean meek-

nefs, patience and forgivenels, as the great debt cancelled

to us by his lufFerings on the crofs ? Is it poffible that his

own words, in th?t awful feafon, can ever be forgotten,

''• Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do ?"

1 cannot at prefent enlarge further on thefe views ; but

well might the apollle, and well may every Chriflian, glory

in his Mailer's crofs, for the unlpeakable benefit he re-

ceives from it : For, i Cor. i. 30, " Of him are ye in Chriil

" Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, and righte-

" oufnefs, and fanctification, and redemption."

I proceed now to make fome practical application of

what hath been faid. And,
I. From what hath been faid, you may learn what is

the great and leading doftrine of the gofpel, the ium and

fubftance of the truth as it is in Jefus, 'viz. the dodrine of

the crofs, or Chrift fuffering the wrath of God, to redeem

us from hell. This was the great defign formed in the

councils of peace, early intimated in the firll; promile, gra-

dually unfolded in after ages, and completely manifefled

in the fulnefs of time- The Saviour was the fubjeft of

the ancient promifes, the hope of the ancient patriarchs, the

fubftance of the New-Teilanient difpenfation, and the

burden of the everlalling gofpel- He faith of himfelf.

Rev. i. 8, *' I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
*' the ending, faith the Lord, which is, and which was,
*' and which is to come, the Almighty." On his glorious

character, and precious blood, the infpired apoltles delight-

ed to dwell. Did they then miftake their meffage ? did

they miflead their hearers ? No; it was, and it ihall ever

remain an unchangeable truth, what the apoltle decUires.

I Cor. iii. II. " For other foundation can no man lay,

'• than tliat is laid, which is Jefus Chriil."

On this foundation, every thing that is agreeable to the

will of God, in do£lrine or practice, mufi; be built Every
other part of the word of God derives light and beauty

from the crofs ; every other part of the word of God de-

rives force and meaning from the crofs ; every other part

of the word of God derives life and efficacy from the crois.
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Let us therefore remember its influence and value, and
never lo'e view of it. Let us defpife the ignorant re-

proaches of thofe who flander it as unfavorable to moral
virtue. I dare not fay indeed, that it is very favorable to

an ollentatious parade of human merit ; but I am fure it

is the only way of producing feli^denied obedience to tlie

will of God.

2. From what hath been faid, you may fee the guilt

and danger of the enemies of the crofs, and at the fame
tiu)e may learn who they are who defcrve this character.

They may be divided into two diflind claffes : i. Thofe
who are enemies in principle to the crofs, who have no
fenfe of their own unworthinefs, of the evil of fm, or the

neceffity of an atonement. Such may fometimes retain

the name of Ghriltians, and contend that they ought to

retain it, while they oppofe, with the utmoft: virulence and
malice, its mofl important and fundamental truth. I

cannot think, without horror, on the guilt and ingratitude

of all fuch perfons, and the fearful punifhment wliich they

fliall meet with at lall, when this defpifed Saviour " fliall

*' come in the clouds, and every eye fhall fee him." 2.

They are alio enemies to tliis truth who are governed in

temper and pradice by a fpirit direftly opi)ofite to that of

the crofs. The fliame and reproach which the crofs im-
plied are not fufficiently attended to, nor the humility and
ieif-denial neceflary to all thofe who would be the follow-

ers of a crucified mafler. Are there not many who will

have no religion but what will be pliable, and accommo-
date itfclf to the maxims of the world ? Loaded with pru-

dence, they are unwiHing to break meafures, either with

the good or the bad. Dazzled v/ith human pomp, they

defpile every thing in religion, but what, either in fub-

ftance or circumftances, is grateful to human pride. Fa-

fliionable practices, however dangerous or vicious, they

have not courage to oppofe- It were well, if they would
confider the ancient form of confeflion at baptifm. Do
you renounce the devil, and all his works? I do. Do
you renounce the world, its pomps, its pleafures, and its

vanities? I do. And this was not. merely Heathenill)^

idolatry, and ceremonies of talfe worihip, but that indul-^
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gence of vanity, and that gratification of appetite, in whicfi

worldly men, in every age, place their fupreme delight.

3. What hath been faid may ferve for the fupport and

confolation of real believers, uncbjr the trials to which

they areexpofed in the prefent Hate. It is melancholy to

think, how frequently, and how eafily, we are unhinged

by diltrefs what difcontent and impatience we are apt to

difcover under fuflering. Alas ! my brethren, are you
not afliamed of impatience, when you confider the un-

paralleled fufFerings of your Redeemer in your room : A
believing view of the Saviour's crofs, one would diink,

might Hop every mouth, and compofe every murmuring
thought. Has he fulFered fo much for us ? and fliall we
refufe to fulFer from him, and for him ? His fufferings

fliould make us patient, as they fliew us the evil of fin,

and what we have deferved. Did we really deferve aveng-

ing wrath .'' and fnall we dare to complain of fatherly cor-

rection .'' Did he fuiFer with patience who did no fm ?

and fliall we complain who are puniflied lefs than our ini-

quities deferve ? His fufFerings fliould teach us patience,

becaufe they take away the bitternefsand malignity of our

fuffbrings, and turn them from a poifon to a medicine :

he hath exhauiied, if I may fpeak fo, the whole wrath of

God, and left nothing for us but what is highly falutary.

And as he hath changed the nature of all the fufferinsTS of

life, he hath taken away the iYxwy of death, which is the

end of all our fuffering. That blood which fpeaks peace
to the wounded fpirit, fliould be a healing balm to the

wounded body.

But of all the different kinds of fuffering, if we pretend

to glory in the crofs, we ought to be leait afraid of the re-

proach thrown upon us for adherence to our duty. I'o

glory in the crofs, is indeed to glory in fname. The form
of expreffion ufed with regard to Peter and John, A6ls v.

4r, is very remarkable. They departed from the pre-

fence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted wor-

thy to fuffer fliame for his name. It would greatly tend

to fortify us againfl; this trial, if we would lay. up in our

hearts what hath been faid on the dodrine of the crofs. If

it isimpoffible to avoid it, we mail needs fit down com-
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pofedlv under it. And if our attachment to our great

mailer is what it ought to be, we will cheariully lollow

him even without the camp, bearing his reproach.

4. In the last jilace, By what hath been laid, you mav
try your title to fit down at tiie Lord's table, and learn

your employ njent there. This ordinance is a lenfible me-
morial ol' our Redeemer's crofs and paiTion. It was on

the crofs that his body was broken, and his blood Ihed, for

you. Are you then to commemorate it ? You cannot

do fo, either in an acceptable or profitable manner, unleis

you can join the apoftle in glorying in it. Have you feen

any thing of the excellence and amiablenefs of diis defpi-

jed objed ? Nothing ib taRelefs and infipid to the proud

and fe If- righteous; nothing fo delightful and refrelliing to

the broken in heart. Have you feen any thing of the glo-

ry of the true God, in the fufferings of Chrifl ? and can

you fay with the apollle Paul, Heb. ii. 10. " It became
'• him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all

" things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to make the
'-'- Captain of their lalvation perfect through fufferings."'

Do you fee the glory of infinite mercy in the crofs ? and

are your hearts drawn with the cords of love to him who
" loved you, and gave himfelf for 3'ou ?" Have you expe-

rienced the fanctifying influence of the crofs ? are your

corruptions weakened and mortified by looking upon it ?

Is it your unfeigned defire, that they may be finally de-

ilroyed by it ?

To draw to a conclufion of the fubje<I^ : I cannot point

out your duty to you in a manner more fuited to this day's

employment, or more proper for your after fecurity and

comfort, than to turn the three reafons for glorying in the

crofs into the form of exhortations. 1 befeech you, my
beloved hearers, contemplate the glory of God in the crols

of Chrill. See him, infinite in power, infinite in wifdom,

infinite in holinefs. You may fee a faint emblem of his

glory in the book of nature ; but you can only fee his

tranfcendent majelly in the book of God. And may ''he
*•' who at firll commanded the light to fliine out of dark-
'' nefs, fliine in your hearts, to give you the light of the .

" knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus^
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*' Chrifl. !"—Adore and apply the riclies of divine grace.

Let the convinced, fearful, trembling finner, fly to this

atoning blood, rell his hope upon it, and be fecure.—And
neglect not to ufe the crofs of Chrili: for mortifying your

corruptions. Let your views of it now be lively and
I'trong, and carry the fame impreflion away, to be your
great prefervative from daily temptation. Make no image
of the crofs in your houfes ; but let the remembrance of

it be ever on your hearts. One lively view of this great

object will cool the flames of miclean lull: one lively view
of this great objeiSl will make the unjnll man quit his hold :

one lively view of this tremendous objeiSl will make the

angry man drop his weapon : nay, one look of mercy
from a dying Saviour will make even the cov^etoiis man
open his heart. In one word, believing views of the crofs

of Chrirt will unite the Chriflian more and more to a re-

conciled God, will make his prefence comfortable, his

vi'orfliip delightful, and excite a humble longing for that

time when we lliall fee him no more through the help of

thefe elements, but as he is in himfeif, exalted on his

throne, where his worfliip and fervice are everiafting.

Vol. L q E
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THE WORLD CRUCIFIED by the CROSS or CHRIST

SERMON 9.

GALATIANS vi. 14- lad claufe.

By xvhom the xuorld is crucified to me, and I unto the

world.

ry^HE character of a fervant of God is fometimes cle-

JL fcribed in fcripture by particular difpofitions or in-

ilances of obedience, and fometimes by a general view of

the fpirit that runs through the whole of his temper and

carriage. Each of thefe ways has its own advantage and

life. Each of them is to be found in its proper order in

the holy fcriptures, and (lands there as a proof of their

fulnefs and perfeaion. The whole of this paffage, but

particularly the lall claufe, upon which I am now to infill,

is of the general kind, and, in the apoille's own example,

gives us a very comprehenfive view of what ought to be

the temper and difpofition of every real Chriflian ;
" By

" whom," that is, by Chrill crucified, or, " by which,"

that is to hy, by the crofs of Chrirt, " the world is cruci-

" fied unto me, and I unto the world."

This defcription will fcrve, if carefully attended to, as

a trial and touchftone of fincerity : and, in particular, will

ferve to diftinguifli real religion from fomeof its moft de-

ceitful and plaufible counterfeits. At the fame time, it

will furnilli the fmcere Chriflian with very important di-

redlions for his prefervation and improvement, by point-
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ing out the mofl: fatal and danj^erous rocks of temptation,

which it is his interefi: to avoid. Having explained the

words in my difcourfe upon tlie former part of the verfe,

I now only obferve, that the proportion contained in them
is " That the world is crucified to the believer, and he to

*' the world, by the crofs of Chrifl." This naturally re-

folves itfelf into two parts, which I propofe to confider

diftinftly, inz.

I. What is the import of a believer's being crucified to

the world, and the world to him.

II. What influence the crofs of Chrifi: hath in producing

this Q^t^. Having done this, I will,

III. Make a pradlical improvement of the fubjecl.

I. First, then, we are to confider the import of a be-

liever's being crucified to.the world, and the world to him.

This feems to deferve the greater attention, that through

the whole New TeRament, there is a diredt oppofition

ftated between the world and the difciples of Chrift ; an^

oppofition of charadler, an oppofition of interefi, and a

continual conflict in confequence of both ; John xv. i8,

19. " If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
*' before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the woild
*' would love his own; but becaufe ye are not of the world,
*' but 1 have chofen you out of the world, therefore the
*' world hateth you." In this paflage the world feems to

be taken chiefly for the men of the world, or its inhabi-

tants. '
It is, however, taken in a more extenfive fenfe in

the two following: i John ii. 15. " Love not the world,
*' neither the things that are in the world. If any man
*' love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.'*

I John v. 4. " For whatfoever is born of God, overcometh
'' the world •• and this is the vi6\ory that overcometh the

" world, even our faith." Here, no doubt, it fignifies not

only men, and our hopes or fears from them, but every-

thing in the prefent life that may be the object of carnal

affeftion, of finful or undutiful attachment.

The exprcllion in the text, *' The world is crucified to

*' me" is fi^j^urative ; but abundantly plain, and exceed- ^
ingly flrong. It might be coufidered very extenfively,
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and fcveral things upon it may probably afterwards occur..

Let it liiflice at prefent to make two obfervations. i. This

intimates thefmcerity and heaitinefs of the believer's op-

pofitinn to the world. It niun; be remembered, that cru-

cifixion was a death the moil painful and dilgraceful that

could poffibly be intlifted. When this image therefore,

is borrowed, and ajiplied to the believer's feparation from
the world, it impHes not only an indiiTerence to it, but

the moll fovereign contempt of it, from the deepeft and
ftrongell conviction of its abfolute vanity. Nay, as no
perfons were crucified, but who were hated as well as

defpifed by their judges, to be crucified to the world, im-

plies an unfeigned abhorrence of its pollution, and a dread

cf being enflaved by it.

2. The fame thing intimates the perpetuity and fixed-

nefs of the Chrillian's oppofition to the world. Thofe who
were crucified were devoted to deftruftion, when they

were nailed to the tree ; they were not only tormented for

a feafon, but fixed there till death concluded the fcene :

fo I apprehend the apollle intended to fignify, by this ex-

preffion, his final feparation from the world, without the

lead hope or defire of ever returning to it.

After taking this fliort and general view of the import

of the expreffion, it will be necelTary more dlffindlly and

fully to confider what is implied in being crucified to the

world. This ought to be done with the greater care, that

it is at once airimportant and difficult duty. To be truly-

crucified to the world, I am afraid is exceeding rare ;' and

even thofe who are io in lincerity, upon the whole, are far

from being fo in the degree that they ought to be. The
punifliment of crucifixion is a Itrong image, in one par-

ticular, of the believer's chara6ler. Though it was cer-

tain death, it was flow and lingering ; io vvorldlinefs, in

many perfons, continues long vigorous, and dies very

flowly.

There is another reafon for treating this fubjeft with

care, that men are very apt to confider fuch exprelTions as

extravagant, and carrying matters an unreaionable length.

Mifi:aking the nature of the duty, they are neither con-

cerned themfelves to pra^life it, nor will they allow that
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an}'' body elfe does fo in reality. I will therefore endeavor

to fhew 3'ou, I. What is not implied in crucifying the

world ; 2. Wherein it immediately and properly confifls.

On Xho.first of thefe, I beg your attention to the follow-

ing particulars.

1. The world's being crucified to us, does not imply

that there is any evil in the natural v/orld, confidered in

icfelf, and as the work of God. The vv'hole frame of na-

ture, as it was produced and is prefcrved by God, and the

whole courfe of Providence, as condudled by him, are

perfectly faultlefs. We may even fay more, the creation

carries on it fuch an image of its Maker, as the materials

are able to bear. In this view, it is our duty to look upon
the world with reverence, and adore die glory of God in

all its parts, from the higheft to the lowelt. The evil arifes

wholly from ourfelves, and our difpofition to fm. When
we fay a corrupt enticing deceitful world, it is but another

way of fpeaking for the corruption of the human heart.

2. It does not imply that we fliould undervalue or be

infenfible of prefent mercies. Every gift of God is goodf,

if it be received with thankfulnefs, and ufed with fobriet)-.

The more the world is crucified as it ought to be, the more
we will difcern the goodnefs of God, even in common
mercies. It is matter of daily experience, and well wor-

thy of obfervation, that thofe who idolize the world mofl,

as an object of finful defire, do ufually defpife the world

moil, as the fubje6l or ground of thankfulnefs to God. A
voluptuous, ambitious, or envious perfon, who purfues the

workl with eagernefs, and never thinks he has enough,

is commonly difcontented and unthankful. His eyes are

fo wiflfully fixed on what he wants, that he neither re-

members nor values what he already has. On the con-

trary, the felfdenied and mortified Chriftian, though de-

Iplfin^T the world as an objeO: of purfuit, is yet deeply fen-

fible of thekindnefs of Providence, in his daily preferva-

tioM, or liberal provifion, A mind formed upon th-e prin-

ciples of the gofpel, may look down with contempt upon
the luftre of a throne, and yet know the value, and feel a

icnfe of gjtatitude in the polfclBon of a crumb. jf
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3. It doth not imply that the world is ufelefs to a be-

liever, even with regard to his fpiritual benefit. It is not

only certain that he may have, but that he will have, the

fan6lified improvement of every ftate : Rom. viii. 28.

*' And we know that all things work together for good,
*' to them that love God, to them who are the called ac-

" cording to his purpofe." The fame mercies which make
a wicked man infolent, make a good man thankful. They
alfo extend his power of doing good to others. You may
fee, by our Saviour's advice, how the world may be pro-

fitably employed : Luke xvi. 9. " And I fay unto you,
" Make to yourfelves friends of the mammon of unrigh-

" teoufnefs ; that when ye fail, they may receive you in-

" to everlalting habitations." See alfo the account of his

procedure at the great day, Matth. xxv. 34.—36. " Then
*' Ihall the King ^a-j unto them on his right hand. Come,
^' ye blefTed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
" for you from the foundation of the world. For I was an
^' hungred, and ye gave me meat : I was thirfly, and ye
*' gave me drink : I was a ftranger, and ye took me in :

*' naked, and ye clothed me : I was fick, and ye vifited

" me : I was in prifon, and ye came unto me."

4. It does not imply that we ought to retire from the

employment or bufmefs of the world altogether. Though
there is a manifeft danger in being too much involved in

bufinefs, as well as too much devoteil to pleafure ; it is an

error, on the ot4ierhand, to place religion in voluntary po-

verty, in monkifli aufterity, or uncommanded maceration

of the body. This is not doing, but deferting our duty : it

is not crucifying the world, but going out of it ; it is not

overcoming the world, but flying from it.

But let us now confider, direftly and pofitively, what
is implied in the world's being crucified to us, and we to

the world. And that the after illullrations may be at once
more intelligible and more convincing, it will not be im-

proper to begin by faying, in general, that we mufl be

crucified to the world in thofe refpe£ls in which man, at

his firfl: apollafy, fell away to the world from God. While
man continued in innocence, the world, M^hich in itfelf

is without ilain, was never put to any but a facred ufe.
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It was then a theatre of divine glory, as indeed it is flill

;

but not a fcene of human guilt, as it is now. It was in-

tended for a place of trial, however, in which man was
left to the freedom of his own will ; and therefore it was
capable of being abufed. Thence came that I'acrilegious

attachment to the world, from which it is ib much our in-

tereil to be effectually delivered. But to explain this mat-

ter a little more at large, the world mull be crucified to

the believer in the following refpedls ; which, though I

confefs they ail come at lall: to the fame thing, yet 1 think

it is proper and neccfiary to mention dillincliy.

I , As it is the subject and occasion of, or a temptation

10 sin. It is very plain, that however faultlefs and excel-

lent the whole works of nature and providence are in them-

felves, from the corruption of our nature they become the

food of carnal affcftlon, the fuel of concupifcence. The
very liberality of Providence, and rich provifion made
for the fupply of our wants and the gratification of our

appetites, becomes a temptation to grofs lenfuality, and
criminal indulgence. This is well defcribed by the*

apoftle John, i Ep. ii. i6, "For all that is in the world,
" the lull of the fldh, and the luft of the eyes, and the
*' pride of life, i,s not of the Father, but is of the world."

In this view, we ought to hold it in the utmoil abhorrence.

But how is this to be done ? By ferioufly confidering the

unhappy and powerful influence it hath in foliciting us to

evil, inllead of being taken with its charms, we ought

to dread their force, we ought to be fenfible how unequal

we are to the conflict, and how unable, without fuperior

ftrength, to keep ourfelves from its pollution.

W'hen we fee perfons in honor and power, and are

tempted to envy their dillinguifhed rank in life, we ought

tx) confider how naturally exaltation tends to intojiicate the

mind, how few are able to bear honor or reputation with

humility, and how little reafon we have to confide in our

own fleadinels and refolution.. When we fee the fplendor

of a rich and affluent (fate, we ought to confider the ilrong

temptation which commonly arifes from riches, to con-

tempt of God, opprelTion of others, lenfuality of teinpei^

and forgetful nefs of eternity. Sutler me, on this fubj^jo^
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to make every man his own reprover. How few are there

in a rich and affluent ftate, whofe conduct in the applica-

tion of riches you can wholly approve ! Are you not con-

ftantly blaming them for covetoufneJs and opprelllon on
the one hand, or prodigality on the other ? How is it,

then, that you entertain no ibfpicion that you yourfelves

would be led jtftray by the fcinie means ? is not this a

llrange infatuation, and blindnefs to divine truth, even
where every word of the Spirit of God is ratified by daily

experience ?

When we fee and are tempted to envy the votaries of

pleafure, thofe who live delicately and fare fumptuoufiy

every day, we ought to confider what a dangerous en-

fnaring thing appetite is, how it Heals upon men inlenfi-

bly, and at lalt enflaves them abfolutely ; how hard it is

for the moft cautious to fet proper bounds to it, as well as

how dreadful and fatal the exceffive indulgence of it. To
crucify the world then, as a temptation to fin, is not to

confider its charms by themfelves, but always in connexion
with their probable eifedls- This feems to have fuggeiled

the wife and well-conceived prayer of the prophet Agur,
Prov. XXX. 7, 8, 9. " Two things have I required of thee,
*' deny me them not before I die. Remove far from me
" vanity and lies

; give me neither poverty nor riches,
" feed me with food convenient for me : left I be full, and
*' deny thee, and fay. Who is the Lord ? or left 1 be poor,
*' and Ileal, and take the name of my God in vain. ' On
the fame thing is founded the advice of Solomon, with

regard to the fm of fenfuality : Prov. xxiii. 31. " Look
*' not thou upon the wine when it is red, v./hen it giveth
" his colour in the cup, v/hen it moveth itfelf aright."

2. The world mull be crucified to the believer, as it

ivould he his supreme felicity and chiefgoad. This is no
othervvife to be dilVmguilhed from the former confideration,

than as the general courfe and flream of our afieftions dif-

fers from particular a6is of tranfgrefTion. It is very ne-

ceiTary, however, to attend to it ; for there are many un-

der the habitual government of a worldly mind, who do
not thinlc themfelves, and who perhaps are not juitly

chargeable with grofs acls of irregularity and excefs. I

Vol; r. 3 F
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bleed inwardly to think, how many of the ordinary profef-

fors of religion are here included. How many are there,

who, if confcience would be faithful, muft confefs, that the

favor of God, his worfliip, his fabbaths, his people, are not
their fupreme delight ! Yet that this is eflential to real re-

ligion, or rather is the fubllance of all true religion, I think

we have repeated afiurances in the holy fcriptures. It is

plain from the language of the Pfalmill, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25.
" Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none
" upon earth that I defire befides thee." It is plain from
the fum of the moral law, Luke x. 27. " Thou fhalt love
" the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
" foul, and with all thy flrength, and with all thy mind

;

"and thy neighbor as thyfelf;" as alfo from that trying

pafTage, Matth. x. 37. "He that loveth father or mother
" more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth
" fon or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me."
Take heed then, my brethren, to this important truth.

If the world would keep its diftancc, fo to fpeak, it might
be efteemed, and ufed, in its proper place, and to its pro-'

per end ; but if it will needs pretend to be what it is not,

and to promife what it cannot give, we muft take it for a

deceiver, and hold it in deteilation. Your Maker form-

ed you for his own glory : He muft be the reft and confo-

lation of your fouls, or they never fliall have reft ; he muft
be their huppinefs, or they fhall be miferable for ever. But
if the world would feem to be your home, if it promifeth
you content and iatisfaction, if the pofftftion of it is the

ultimate end at which you afpire, fo that you do not hear-

tily, and with affcdtion, look any further, it is ufurping its

Creator's throne ; and therefore down with the idol, and
tread it in the duft.

Is not this the great queftion with regard to us all,

AVhether the obje£ls of faith, or of fenfe, things prefent or

things to come, God or the world, has the poffcilion of our
hearts ? A believer who will thankfully receive and ufe

the bleflings of a prefent world for their proper end, will

notwithftanding hold it, and all its pofleffions, in the high-

eft degree of contempt, when compared with the one thing ^
needful. He will fay, from the bottom of his heart, in the
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prefenceof an all-feeing God, " Lord, let me never have

*' my portion in this world only. The glory of a throne,

" the moft inexhaullible mines of gold and filver, without

" thy favor, I would not only defpife, but abhor."

Whence arifes this difpofition in the believer r From a

convidion of the unfatisfying nature of all earthly enjoy-

ments ; from an inward perfualion of this truth, That
" the world, in its bed ftate, is altogether vanity ;" from

a fenfe of the infinite difproportion between the pofltffion

of the creature, and the favor of the Creator ; but, above

all, from a deep and abiding conviction of the precariouf-

nefs and uncertainty of all earthly things. However un-

deniable it is, that the falhion of this world palleth av/ay,

few there are who live under the ftrong and lively prac-

tical impreffion of it. The deceived hearts of finners be-

lieve the contrary. How well are they defcribed by the

Pfalmift, Pfal. xlix. 11, 12, 13. '* Their inward thought
*' is, that their houfes fliall continue for ever, and their

" dwelling-places to all generations ; they call their lands
*' after their own names. Neverthelefs, man being in

*' honor, abideth not : he is like the beafts that perilli.

" This their way is their folly ; yet their pollerity approve
" of their fayings !" One would think, nothing more

ihould be neceffary to crucify the world, than to refle£l

upon the many defcriptions given us in the word of God
of its uncertain duration ; Pfal xxxvii. 35,36- " I have
" feen the wicked in great power ; and fpreading himfelf

" like a green bay-tree. Yet he paifed away, and lo, he

" was not ; yea, I fought him, but he could not be found."

Ifa- xl. 6. " And the voice faid. Cry. And he faid, What
" lliall I cry ? All liefii is grafs, and all the goodlinefs

" thereof is as the flower of the field." I fhall only add

our Lord's defcription of the fudden call of a worldly man
to death and judgment ; Luke xii. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.

" And he fpake a parable unto them, faying. The ground
" of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully. And he

" thought within himfelf, faying, "What Ihall I do, becaufe

" I have no room where to bellow my fruits ? And he faid,

" This will I do ; I will pull down my barns, and build

*' greater ; and there will I bellow all my fruits, and my
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" goods. And I will fay to my foul, Soul, thou haft much
* goods laid up ior many years ; take thine eale, eat,

"• drink, and be merry. But God faid unto hlni, Thou
*' fool, this night thy loul (hall be required ot thee ; then
•* whofe Ihall thofe things be which thou haft provided I

" So is he that layeth up trcafure for himfelf, and is not

" rich towards God."

3. The world muft be crucified, as it pretends to he ne-

cessary to our felicity. This is chiefly diredled againft

thofe who love the world to excefs, though at the fame

time they at leait pretend to love God more. They feem

to have chofen God as their fupren\e ; but it does not ap-

pear, that they have chofen him as their fufficient portion.

The world ftill bulks lo much in their eye, that they

know no happinefs or comfort of which it makes not a

part. They Ice, or think they fee, the infufficiency of the

world, without the favor of God, as a refuge when the

world fails ; but they can no more reft fatisfied in God
uithout the world, than in the world without God. I

have no doubt you will be fenJible there are many amongft'

lis in this condition : nay, I am afraid there will be not a

few within themfelves fecretly juiiif}ing this charaO;er and

conduft. They will fay, ' is it poflible to deny that the

' world is necelfary to us while we continue here ? is it not
* fo to you as well as to us ? and therelore why ftiould it

* not be regarded in this light ?'

To all Inch I anlwer, The world, in a certain propor-

tion, is indeed neceffary to us ; but this proportion is not

to be afcertained by us. It muft be left to the difpofal of

infinite wildom, without any coni.litioi!S. When there is

a divorce or feparation between the believer and the world,

it is entire and complete, v.ithout relerve or limitation.

He gives up all as the obje6t of carnal affeftion, that he

may receive again, for a nobler purpofe, that meafure

which feems neceffary to the fanclified will of God. He
is juft in the fituation of a man who, having contradted

obligations which he is unable to difcharge, has furrendercd

his all into the hands of another ; and has no further ule

of what w.as formerly his own, than ;is much, or as ^oi'i?^

as the new proprietor fliall think fit. 1 know no imagt/
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that more properly reprefents the condition of the believer

:

with this difference, that in human affairs the change iS

ulually for the worle ; but in ipiritual things, the renunci-

ation is an infinite advantage, and the feeming lofs an un-

i'peakable gain.

Think not, my brethren, that this is carrying matters

to excels. It is what our Saviour expreisly requires of all

Ihat would embrace his doclrine : Luke ix. 23. " And he

*' laid unto them all, If any man will come after me, let

*' him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily, and fol-

*' low me." It is indeed one of the hard fayings of the

ofpel. You have heard it fometimes faid, that every

Cliriitian muft be a martyr in refolution ; and doubtleis

the world is not thoroughly crucified, unlefs our attach-

ment to every worldly enjoyment, without exception, be

fo broken, that we are ready to refign it whenever God,

in his Providence, Ihall fee fit to demand it. We have

an excellent leffon to this purpofe, in the trial to which

our Saviour put the young man in the gofpel, with a de-

cent and regular proiefiion : Matth. xix. 21, 22. " Jefus

" faid unto him, If thou wilt be perfefft, go and fell that

*' thou haft, and give it to the poor, and thou (lialt have

" treafure in heaven : and come and follow me. But
" when the young man heard that faying, he went away
" forrowful ; for he had great polTellions." To crucify

the world, then, is to count no worldly enjoyment what-

ever neceffary, either to our prefent comfort, or everlafting

happinefs, but to put an abfolute and unfliaken confidence

in the wiklom and goodnefs of a reconciled God. This is

excellently expreffed by the prophet Habakkuk, chap. iii.

17, 18. "- Although the fig-tree fliall not blolfom, neither

" ihall fruit be in the vines, the labor of the olives ihall

" fail, and the fields ihall yield no meat, the flock fhall be

" cut off from the fold, and there Ihall be no herd in the

" ftalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the

" God of my falvation."

4. In the laii place. The world muft be crucified, as it

is a separate and independent good, imthout its due rela-

tion to God. God himielf alone is independent. All other

things ffand in an infeparable relation to him, and flioukl
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be iifed in fubferviency to his honor :
" For of him, and

*' through him, and to him, are all things.'* Every ra-

tional creature, who continues in, or return to his duty,

dit'cerns this relation, and maintains this fubferviency. It

was the firft idolatry and facrilege, to break the ties that

join the Maker to his works, and love the creatures for its

own fake. But he that is crucified to the world, will con-

sider every earthly enjoyment as the gift of Cod : he will

confefs the goodnefs of God in bellowing it, and will obey

the command of God in the ufe and application of it.

That this is the duty of a Chriltian, is plain from the ge-

neral flrain of the holy fcriptures ; and particularly from
thisexprefs and pofitive declaration, i Cor. x. 31. '' Whe-
" ther therefore ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do
*' all to the glory of God."
The world, then, as a feparate independent good, or

as a mere gratification of carnal defire, is to be crucified.

It was not given us for fo low a purpofe as the indulgence

of appetite, but for nobler ends. But perhaps it will be

neceflary to obferve, that fome of the myilic writers havfe

railed a variety of improper queUions on this fubjeft.

Some have affirmed the unlawfulnefs of tafi:ing any of the

fweetnefs of created enjoyments more than was barely

neceflary for fubfillence. It is eafy to fee, that it mull be

very hard, in many fuch cafes, to fix the bounds between

neceffity and convenience, ufe and pleafure : hence the

confcience is involved in unfpeakable and endlefs perplex-

ity. Upon this I would obl'erve, that the general refer-

ence of all things, even common actions, to the glory of

God, is fufficiently and clearly eftablilhed upon the paf-

fage of fcrl'pture above mentioned. But in order to do this

in the moft profitable manner, fome fubordinate ends alio

muit be confidered : and therefore, not only what is ne-

celLiry to health and comlbrt mull be ufed with this view,

but the enjoyment of many of the creatures may be allow-

ed as the fruits of divine bounty, and tending to infpire an

habitual chearfulnefs and gratitude to God.

1 Ihall conclude with giving you theliii two general rules

'to bs obfqrved in the enjoy [uent of outward mercies. ^
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1. That we have greater reafon to guard againft fins of

cxcefs and intemperance than of abilinence. The firli

are iinfpeakably more common and prevalent than the

other : they always have been io, and are always likely

to befo. ItTome few have gone into fuperftition, by ex-=

traordinary mortification, thoufands have been betrayed

into fin, and at lall brought to perdition, by the charms

of a fenfual life.

2. If any are in danger of erring on the oppofite fide,

the way to difcover when we are going wrong, is to con-

fider, whether the mortification renders us more fpiritual,

and more active, or, by excefs of fcrupulofity, we are

confuming our time, and neglefting our duty. The de-

ceits of Satan are very fubtle : he fills fome perfons with

fo many doubts upon every particular, that they are like

one who makes little progrefs in his journey, from con-

tinual uncertainty, and frequent flopping to enquire the

way. It is certainly far better to carry on the general

ends of God's glory, and point to this as our ultimate pur-

pofe, than every now and then to entangle and embarrafs

ourfelves with quellions of little moment.
Before proceeding to the fecond general head, I fliall

finifli this difcourfe by a few obfervations for the improve-

ment of what hath been already faid. And,
I. From what hath been faid upon this fubjeft, you

may learn the great importance of the duty ; that it is the

dilHnguifliing eharader of a real Chriilian, to be crucified

to the world, and the world to him. Alas ! how many
deceive themfelves in this particular ! How many fatis-

fy themfelves with a name to live, when they are dead ;

with a form ofgodlinefs, while they deny the power there-

of ! How many, with a decent and regular outward pro-

feflion, are yet wholly devoted to the world ! Their me-
ditation dwells upon it ; their afl!edtions centre in it ; their

care is bellowed upon it ; and their delights entirely flow

from it. Let it be confidered, that there is nothing more
contrary to true religion. The world, or created good, is

the great competitor with God for the heart. All the ho-

nor and efteem that is given to it is taken from God. Al!

the fervice and obedience that is bellowed upon it is refu-
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fed to God. Call to mind fome of the paflages of fcrlp-

turc referred lo in the preceding difcoarie ; particularly

the following : i John ii. 15. " Love not the world, nei-

" tlier the things that are in the world. If any man love
*' the world, the love of the Father is not in him."

My dear brethren, there are many v/ho would look

with contempt or indignation on thofe who are guilty of

particular fcandalous and difgracefid fms, for e^^ample, on
a profane fwearer, drunkard, or unclean perfon, while yet

they themfelves are as much wedded to the world, and
have as great an inward averfion at the praftice of piety,

and the power of tlie Ipiritual life, as any of them all.

Other fjns are but the body or the members : worldlinefs

is the foul and fpirit of irreligion. Other fins are but the

afts or expreffions, worldlinefs the inward principle that

gives them life.

Row important a part this is of the Chriftian character,

will plainly appear from thefe two confiderations : i.

Worldlinel's maybe itfelf the principle which relirains

men from many other fms. A defire of reputation, a de'
light in the elleem of others, is often the caufe of outward

decency ; nay, it is not feldom the caufe of apparent zeal

and eminent hypocrify. 2. There may be as great a de-

gree of worldlinefs with, as without a profefljon of piety,

r\Ien may retain a form of godlinefs chiefly to fet them-

felves free from the reproofs of confcience, that their pre-

fent enjoyments may have the higlier relifli. Nay, I can-

not help obferving, that though covetoufnefs is one of the

grofs fms mentioned iufcripture, as entirely fubverfive of

religion, there is fcarcely any fm that can be carried to

fuch a degree, v^ithout cafting off the proleflion of it.

—

Hence it plainly appears how important a part of the cha-

racter of a real Chnllian it is to be crucified to the world.

Without this the foundell principles, and the llri£le(l: jjro-

fcflion, will avail nothing ; for they that are ^ Chrift's,

" have crucified the ilefli, with. its affections and lulls."

2, From what hath been faid you may fee, not only

the importance, but the great extent of the duty. The
world itfcJf, and all that is therein, in the fenfe formerly^

explained, mud be crucified. That you may, in fome
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meafure, conceive the extent of this, confider the com-
men divifion of worldly enjoyments, viz. riches, honors

and pleafures. All thefe, without exception, and all

thiiTe equally, mufl be denied by the Chriftian. You
fliall often fee, that the covetous man will defpife and hate

the prodigal, and even exprefs the greateft £eal againft

riot and extravagance of every kind. The fenfualiil, on
the other hand, defpifes the mifer, as glued to the world,

and a ilave to the mod: fordid of all human paffions. And
the ambitious man, eager in the purfuit of honor and dig-

nity, vainly conceives himfelf fuperior to both. But
they are all equally oppofite to, and inconliftent with the

fpirit of the gofpel. If your fupreme delight, if your por-

tion and happinefs is here, it is of little confequence whe-
ther your hearts are fet upon " the luft of the flefli, the
" lull of the eye, or the pride of life." It is with the foul

as with the body : there are many different difeafes taking

place in different parts, and fliewing themfelves by dif-

ferent fymptoms, but which will equally end in death as

their effedl.

3. You may hence learn the difficulty of the duty ; to

be crucified to the world, and yet to live in the world ; to

be crucified to the world, and yet to pofTefs the world ; to

be crucified to the world, and yet to have a great part of

our thoughts and love neceffarily employed about the

world. The temptation is ever prefent, and, through the

corruption and treachery of our own hearts, fatally flrong.

Ought we not hence to infer the abfolute neceffity of con-
tinual vigilance, and continual prayer ? continual vigi-

lance in our duty, and jealous of every temptation that
may be in danger of diverting us from it ? continual pray-
er to the Father of lights, in the name of Chrift, for fuper-
natural ftrength ? Every exercifed Chriftian knows from
experience the danger of the world as an enemy, and how
hard it is to keep fuch clear views of the things of eternity,
as to be preferved from an undue and fmful attachment to
the things of time. The world is dangerous even to thofe
who maintain an habitual jealoufy of it, and hold it as an
enemy : hov/ much more muft it be ruinous and fatal to

Vol. !. 3 G
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thofe who love and profecute it as the objeQ of their chief

defire.

4. I fliall now conclude, by improving this fubje^l for

the purpofe of felf-examination. And furely no ferious

hearer will be backward to bring himfelf to the trial. ^\y
beloved hearers 1 fpeak to all of every rank, high and low,

rich and poor, learned and unlearned, who profefs to bear

the name of Chrillians : Are j'ou, or are you not, crucified

to the world, and the world to you ? All real believers are

fo. If you are not, your riches or your poverty, your ho-

nor or your fhame, your regular behavior, or even your

zeal for public duties, will avail you nothing in the day

of Chrift's appearance. I am fenfible, that the decifion of

the queRion, AVhether you are, or are not, crucified to

the world ? may often be attended with no little difficulty*

I will therefore, as far as I am able, endeavor to aflift: you

in the trial. For which purpofe, I beg your attention to

the following obfervations :

1. You are crucified to the world, if you do not ha-

bitually allow your thoughts to dwell upon it, and youf

defires to run out after it. The crofs was an abhorred

objedt, which no body could look upon with delight.

—

Worldlinel's is often as much difcovered by our defires

after what we have not, as by the ufe or employment of

what we have. There are many whofe great delight

feems to arife from the fond expe6lations they entertain of

worldly happinefs to come : nay, there are many who are

fo flothful as not to purfue the world, and yet feed them-

felves with the very imagination of it. Their thoughts,

and even their language, confiantly runs upon idle fancies,

and romantic fupj)ofitions of the happinel's they fhould

enjoy, were diey in fuch or fuch a (late. Now, my bre-

thren, he that is crucified to the world will make confci-

ence of refl:raining thefe irregular defires ; and, from a

deep conviction of the vanity of the world, will find little

pleafure in the contemplation of it.

2. Your being crucified to the world will aj)pear in the

moderation of your delight and complacency in what you

poffefs of it. You will not, if I may fpeak fo, give your-

felves up io it, but will always qualify the enjoyment of '^
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ic by a reflection upon its vanity in itfelf, and its Ihort

duration as to any connexion we fiiall have with it. We
are ready to pity the weaknefs of children, when we fee

them apply themfelves with fo much eagernefs to trifles,

and fo greatly delighted with their amufements and enjoy-

ments. A parent, looking on them wlien hotly engaged

at play, will be at once pleafed to fee them happy, and at

the fame time filled with a tender commiferation of their-

want of refleftion. Something of the fame view one cru-

cified to the world has of all earthly enjoyments. Many
a grown perfon will fmile at the play of children, while he

himfelf is perhaps as eagerly engaged in the fchemes of

ambition, in political ftruggles, and contefts for power

;

which are often as great trifles as the play-things of chil-

dren, only tliat they are the play-things of men.

3. You are crucified to the world if you have low hopes

and expe(5lations from it. It is hope that flirs us up chief-

ly to adlion in all our purfuits. And fo long as we en-

tertain high thoughts of what the world will afibrd us in

fome after-feafon, we are not crucified to it. There is a

common proverbial faying, " If it were not for hope, the

" heart would break :" jufi: fo, when our hopes from the

world are dellroyed, the heart of the old man is broken.

We are exceeding ready to think, that were fuch or fuch

a difficulty or uneafinefs removed, could we obtain fuch

or fuch an advantage in view, we would be happy. But
there is always a deception at bottom. We vainly think,

that happfnefs arifes from the creature ; but he that is

crucified to the world judges, by pad experience, that it

hath little comfort to give ; and therefore he will place but

little dependance upon it.

4, He is crucified to the world who hath truly fubdued

all invidious difpofitions towards the pofTeflion of it. There
are many who feem to have little comfort from their own
enjoyments ; but there is reafon to fear, that it arifes not

fo much from felf-denial, as from difcontent. The world

may be laid to be crucified to them, but they are not cru-

cified to the world. It is by this that worldlinefs expref-

fes itfelf chiefly in the lower rank of life. Thofe who
are obliged to live moderately and hardly, from mere penu-
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ry, often fhew, by their carriage and language, that they

liave as much fenfuality in their hearts, as thofe who in-

dulge their irregular defires to the greateft excefs. But
he that is crucified to the world, not only fees all its pomp
and fplendor in others without repining, but will often be-

llow a thought of compaflion upon the great, for the en-

fnaring circumflances in which they are placed wiih re-

gard to their fouls. And furely they are of all others mofl

to be pitied. May the Lord, in mercy, convince them of

their danger; and, in tlie mean time, preferve his own
people from being led aftray by their influence and ex-

ample.
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THE WORLD CRUCIFIED bv the CROSS of CHRIST

SERMON 10,

GALATIANS vi. 14. laft claufe.

By xvhom the zvorld is crucijied to mc, and I unto the

XV07-Id.

NOW proceed to the fecond thing propofed, which

was, To lliow the influence of the crofs of Chrift in

crucifying the world. This, my brethren, defervcs your

moll ferious attention, as pointing you to the great and

vital principle of the Chrillian's fanQification, the true

and only fource of fpiritual comfort and peace. The crofs

of Chrift is always confidered in the apoftolic writings as

an objed of the higheft dignity and merit ; and the believer

is there taught to fpeak of it in exprelTions of the warmed:

attachment and regard. Witnefs the words of the text it-

felf, in the preceding claufe :
"• God forbid that I fliould

" glory fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift." We
may perhaps be eafily induced, in a time of external qui-

etnefs and peace to adopt this fentiment as an opinion, or

to ufe it as a form ; but happy, and only happy, thofe in

whom it dwells as an ever prefent truth, and operates as a

daily governing principle !

Taking the ful>je6l in great latitude, I might obferve,

that the crofs of Chrift being the price paid for the bleiT-

ings of falvation in general, every illuminating difcovery

in the mind, and every gracious affe6lion in the heart,
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which are the work of the divine Spirit, may be juftly a-

fcribed to it. But I propofe, at this time, to confider it

fmgly as an object of faith, and to fliew how the firm per-

luafion and frequent recolle6lion of this great truth tends

to crucify the world to us, and us to the world ; the rather,

that we find elfcwhere our vidory over the world afcribed

to faith, and this taith particularly terminating on the Son
of God : 1 John v. 4, 5. " For whatfover is born of God,
" overcometh the world : and this is the vitlory that over-
" Cometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that over-
" Cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jefus is the
" Son of God r" For the further illuftration of this fubjedt,
'' then, let us obferve,

I. That the crofs of Chrifl crucifies the world, as it

gives us an immediate and flriking view of the mortality

of our nature, as well as the original and general caufe of

this mortality. The vanity of created things is in nothing

more manifeft, than in their precarious nature, particu-

larly our own tendency to the duft, by which all earthly

relations Ihall be fpeedily and entirely dilTolved. In tltis

view, indeed, you may fay, that the death of any other

perfon, ficknefs, and all its attending fymptoms, or a fu-

neral, with its mournful folemnities, tends to crucify the

world : and moll certainly they do. But there is fome-

thing ftill more in the crofs of Chrift. There we fee, not
"

only the death of our nature but the death of the Son of

God in our room. There we are carried back to a view
of the great caufe of the unlverfal reign of the king of ter-

rors, fin. Sin firll brought death into the world ; and
this made it neceflary that Chrifl: " Ihould tafle of death
'' for every man," that we might 'be reftored to fpiritual

life. Mortality, therefore, is written in the mod legible

characters on the crofs of Chrill. Nay, the curfe of crea-

tion itfelf is written upon the crofs of Chrift. We cannot
look upon it, therefore, in a ferious manner, widiout being
deeply afteded with the doom which we ourfelves have
lUll to undergo :

" Duft thou jirt, and to dull thou flialt

"^ return." It is impoifible to avoid knowing that we muft
die

; but thofe only difcover the moment of this truth, who
itt its procuring caufe.;: Thoie only have jud and abidiplg .
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impreflions of the fpeedy approach of natural death, who
are filled with concern for their own deliverance from the

power of the fecond death.

2. The crofs of Chrifl crucifies the world to a believer,

as it fhews him how little he deferves at the hand of God.

Believers on the crols of Chrill fee him ftanding in their

room, and bearing the wrath of an offended God, which

was their due. When this is not only profefTed with the

mouth, but received into the heart, it gives a deep convic-

tion of the evil of fin, and lays the finner proftrate in hu-

mility and felf-abafement. Mufl not this greatly weaken

and mortify all worldly afFe(5lion, which takes its rife from

pride and felf-fufficiency ? It is, if I may fpeakfo, a fort

of claim and demand upon Providence, as if fomething

were due to us. Worldly perfons, in profperity, not on-

ly cleave to the world as their portion, but may be faid

to afTert their tide to it as their property. The fame in-

ward difpofilion may be difcovered by their carriage in the

oppofite ftate. When their fchemes are broken, and their

hopes blafled, by repeated difappointments, or when their

pofTeffions are taken from them by unexpected ftrokes,

they refill and rebel with impatience and indignation, as

if fome perfon had done them wrong.

But when men are fenfibic that they deferve nothing at

the hand of God, this mortifies their earthly defires, and

puts their complaints to filence. See how Job exprelTes

himfelf after alLhis calamities, as fenfible that he had loft

nothing of his own, chapter i. 21. " Nsked came I out of

" my mother's womb, and naked fhall I return thither :

*' the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; bleffed

" be the name of the Lord.'* Let me fpeak of this, my
brethren, as a gracious difpofition, which, alas ! is too

often but weak, yet furely hath place in the heart of every

child of God. Let me fiippofe him convinced, that he is

unworthy of the leafl: of all God's mercies ; will he not

keep his pofTeiTions the more loofely, and will he not quit

his hold the more eafily ? But where Ihall we learn real

felf-abafement fo well as from the crofs f where fliall we
learn how little we deferve that is good, fo well as in that

place which fhews we have indeed deferved every thing
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that is evil ? where fliall we learn to make moderate de-

mands of created mercies, but where we fee, that not on-

ly the creature, but life itfelf, was forfeited by our guilt ?

Let me fuppofe a condemned criminal carried, with ma-

ny others, to a fcaffold, there receiving a pardon, and

witnefling, in the execution of others, what vv^as the fen-

tence of the law upon himfelf; will he, at this inftant,

think you, be impatient or thankful ? Will he be jealous

of the honor or refpeft paid to him ? will he quarrel about

tlie dignity or convenience of the place afHgned to him ?

No furely. Lod: in the confideration of the fate he has

efcaped, and the favor he has received, he will pay little

regard to matters of fmall comparative importance. Jul:

fo the Chrillian, placed by faith at the foot of the crofs,

deeply moved by a difcovery of the wrath of God, which

he had deferved to fufFer to eternity, and taking an immev-

diate view of what his Redeemer fuflered to deliver him
iiom it, will be little thoughtful of the world, or any of

Its enjoyments.

3. The crofs of Chrift crucifies the v.orld, by reverfing

all worldly maxims, and fhewing of how light ellimation

worldly greatnefs is in the fight of God. So long as

worldly maxims prevail, and worldly greatnefs is in high

elleem, the crofs of Chrift is a defpifed object- But fo

foon as this objedl acquires bulk and value in the believ-

er's eye, by being taken for what it really is, the world is

difgraced in its turn. It pleafed God, in his infinite wif-

dom, for the lalvation of fmners, to fend his own Son in-

to the world, iii the human nature: and as it was in it-

felf a deep llcp of humiliation, for the Son of God to be

found in fafliion as a man; fo, even in this aflumed na-

ture, he was attended with every circumilance of mean-
nefs and bafenefs. No retinue of illuflrious minifters to

ferve him ; no fplendid or elegant apartment to receive

him; but born of a mean woman, brought forth in a flable,

and laid in a manger. Memorable and inflruftive hiftory

indeed I which fliall never be forgotten where the gofpel

is preached, to the end of time.

Remember, my beloved hearers, though divine fweet-

nefs and benignity adorned his carriage, though divine



hy the Cross of Christ. 429

novver and enercry attended his minillrations ; yet pover-

ty, llander, and contempt were his continual portion ; To

that he could fay, in the language of the prophet, " Re-
" proach hath broken my heart :" and again, " The foxes

" have holes, and the birds of the air have nefls ; but tiie

" Son of man hath not where to lay his head." Some of

the ancients have reprefented the Saviour as of extraor-

dinary beauty of countenance and comelinefs of form,

founded perhaps on a literal interpretation of that exprefli-

on in the Pi'almifl, Pfalm xlv. 2. " Thou art fiiirer tlian

" the children of men ; grace is poured into thy lips ;

" therefore God hath blelfed thee forever." Without be-

ing pofitive, I fnall only fay, that this does not correfpond

much with the other circumftances of his incarnation.

And indeed fome have fuppofed dire6lly the contrary,

founding their opinion upon the language of the prophet

Ifaiah, chap. lii. 14. " As many were alloniflied at thee
;

" (his vifage was fo marred more than any man, and his

** form more than the fons of men) ;" as alfo, chap. liii. 2.

" For he Ihall grow up before him as a tender plant, and
" as a root out of a dry ground : he hath no form nor
*' comelinefs : and when we fliall fee him, there is no
" beauty that we fliould defire him." Whatever be in

this, it is beyond all queftion, that the whole courfe of

his life, and particularly the remarkable conclufion of it,

was one continued traft of fufFering and mortification.

Does not this, Chriflians, bring a reproach upon world-

ly greatnefs, ancl ftain the pride of all human glory t Does
it not Ihow how little it is elleemed of God, and how lit-

tle it is an evidence of his acceptance or approbation?

What an influence mull this have upon the believer to

crucify the world ? How muft it endear to him a mean
and defpifed, and reconcile him to a fuffering frate? With
v;hat propriety does the Chriftian, when he is bapLize4

in the name of Cliritt, renounce the world, its pomps,
and its pleafurcs ? Does not a fingle refledlion on the de-

fpifed Hate of our Redeemer, in the days of his flefh,

riiake you patient under contempt, and exdnguilli the

defire of applaafe ? flave you any remaining uneafinefs

at feeing others getting before you in the career of arnbi-

Vol. I. 3 H
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don, over-topping you v/ith titles, eclipfing vou with

fplendor ? Do you not now fee the propriety of the ac-

count given of the carriage of the apoliies, when the world

and they were at variance, Adls v. 41. " And they de-

" parted from the prefence of the council, rejoicing that

" they were counted worthy to fufler fliame for his name."
Whether do you now envy the conqueror or the fufferer,

tlie prince or the tnartyr ? Where ever there is a real

ChrilUan railed to t)pulence by the will of God, or fur-

rounded with enfigris of dignity and honor, will not this

confideration fill him with deep humility and felf-denial,

and a holyjealoufy, lefl he fliould abule his influence, or

mifapply his talents ? The highefl honor of real ability is

ufcfulnefs, the brightefl ornament of worldly greatnefs is

felf-abafement. All this Ihews, in the clearefl manner,

how the crofs of Chrill crucifies the world, by reverfmg

every worldly maxim, and giving a new turn to the prin-

ciples of honor and offliamc. This leads me to obferve,

4. In the last place, That the crofs of Chrill crucifies

the world, by putting a quite different obje6: of dcfire and

aiTeftion in its room. Our limited powers can attend

but to few things at once ; and therefore, when any one

acquires an interell in our affeclions, it mufl comparative-

ly weaken or dcftroy the intereft of otiiers, efpecially thofe

of an oppofite or independent kind. Make a new bed to

a river, and turn its ffream in that direftion, and it will

immediately dry up its former channel. Now, the crofs

t)t Chrill prefents to us an objeil: of infinite importance,

peace and reconciliation with God here, and everlaiting

happineis in his prefence hereafter. Can any worldly ob-

ject be laid in the balance with thefe ? What efleem or

attention can it merit in comparifon with thefe ?

Whether we confider the end or the ineans of falvation,

the crofs of Chrill tends to fupplant the world, by im-

proving our views of and increafmg our afFetlion to both.

Jtfliews the infinite importance of eternity and its confe-

quences : and what more proper to deliver us from an

undue attachment to the things'of time ? Kternity, by its

greatnefs, makes time itfelf to flirink into a point, and

annihilates all thofe little temporary diflindlions on vvhicji
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worldly afFe^ion entirely depends. What doth it fip^nify

to him that views eternity aright, whether he be for a few
years in health or ficknefs, riches or poverty, on a tlirone

or in a cottage ? How immenfe, according to human
meafure, appears the difference between the poffeflionS of

fome perfons in the world and others ! But of all the ge-

nerations before us, who have now fallen afleep, how
equal is the condition in this refpecl

!

' The monarch and
the flave, when laid in the duit, fill nearly the fame fpace.

If we confider the means of religion, the crofs of Chrill

applied by a convinced fmner, opens to him fuch a prof-

pe6l of the infinite unmerited love of God, and of this

allonilhing expreflion of it, the death of his Son, as at

once captivates the heart, and, if Imay fpeak fo, occupies

fo much room there, as leaves but little for any other ob-

je£l. How foon did it open the heart of the publican Zac-

cheus, and expel the fpirit of covetoufnefs and extortion !

Luke xix. 8. " And Zaccheus flood, and faid unto the
*' I-ord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
" poor : and if I have taken any thing from any man by
*' falfe accufation, I reftore him fourfold." In how flrong

a manner does the apoftle Paul exprefs his comparative

efteemofthe crofs ofChrift ! Phil. iii. 7, 8. " But what
" things were gain to me, thofe I counted lofs for Chrifl.

*' Yea, doubtlefs, and I count all things but lofs, for the

" excellency of the knowledge of C-hrill: jefus my Lord :

" for whom I have fuflered the lofs of all things, and do
*-' count them But dung that I may win Chrift." This

is the very fame difpofition with that which he exprefles

in the text; and it differs no otherwife from that of every

Chriftian, than that it is probable he had a particular view

to his calling as a minilter and an apoftle. Captivated

with a fenfe of his Redeemer's love, filled with a view of

the glory of his crofs, and devoted to his fervice in the

miniftry of the gofpel, he renounces all worldly profpedts,

and fetsat defiance every thing that might diflradf: his at-

tention, or divide his care :
" God forbid that 1 fhould

** glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom
' the world is crucified to me, and I unto the world."
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III. I proceed now, in the last place, to make fome

praftical improvement of what hath been {'aid. And as,

upon this interefting fubjeft, it is necefiary that I fhould

fpeak with all ferioufnefs and fidelity, as well as at fome

lenj^lh, fo 1 moft earneftly befeech you, as you regard your

prefent peace, your comfort in the hour of death, and the

everlalling happinefs of your fouls, to hear it with atten-

tion and applic:ition.

I. I mull take the opportunity to reprove the fin, and

fhew the danger of thofe who are wedded to the world. I

would willingly interrupt that comfort, and break that

peace, which Vidll end in perdition. For this purpofe,

and in order to make the reproof more diitinft and effec-

tual, I {hall direct it feparately to the three following cha-

raflcrs.

(i) To thofe whofe love of the world is fo great, that

they fcruple not to ufe, occafionally at leaft, if not habitu-

ally, finful means of getting or keeping pofiefTion of it.

This indeed opens to us a very extenlive field '• it leads

us to confiilcr all the particular fins which an inordinate

love of the world may produce, or increafe. It is me-

lancholy, my brethren, to think what contention and va-

riance, nay what hatred and violence, even amongft the

nearell relations, the divifion of worldly property occafious.

What envy and grudging, what llander and evil-fpeaking,

between perfon and perfon, between family and family

!

And even in the ordinary way of trafiick, v. hat art and

diHimulation, what falfehood and ec]uivocation, are to be

found between man and man ! But what I have chiefly

in view is, to fpeak a few words to thofe who, in order to

promote their worldly ends, have been guilty of direct

diflionefty, and known injuilice. How many are there

whofe confciences, if they would be faithful, muft tell

them, that they are now in pofieffion of the fruits of un-

lawful gain ! Oh ! the blindnefs of thole deluded unhap-

py fouls ! if an inordinate love of the world, however ho-

iiefily acquired, is not only finful, but dellructive of your

eternal interell ; what fhall become of thofe who have

trodden under foot the laws both of God and man, in

order to obtain it ? If an exceflive love of the moft lawful,
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fcnjoyments, father and mother, wife and chilch'en, is in-

confiftent with falvation ; what muRbeconie of thofe who
have loved and followed the gain of unrighteoufnefs ? v/hat

muft become of thofe who, to clothe their backs or feed

their bellies, or gratify their pride, have not icrnpled to b«

guilty of breach of truft, or breach of promife, of open op-

preflion, or fecret fraud? If every poor worldling muft

liand trembling upon the brink of eternity, when he fees

all his painted fliadows ready to fink into everlalHng dark-

nefs ; what horror mull feize upon the dying finner, who
is juft about to furrender all his dear pofieirions to another,

while his confcience is loaded with the guilt of fraud or

perjury ? and this he cannot leave behind him. Oh ! my
dear brethren, tremble at the thoughts of diinoneft gain ;

loathe it ; return it ; fhake your hands clear of it. It will

imbitter your enjoyments : it will be a moth in your fub-

ftance, a fire in your confciences on earth, and a hell to

your fouls after the earth itfelf, and all that is therein, is

burnt up.

(2) I would addrefs this reproof to thofe who are appa-

rently more decent and regular ; whom a fenfe of honor,

or a defire of approbation of their fellow-creatures, pre-

ferves from grofler crimes, or whom perhaps natural con-

fcience perfuades to take up the outward and ordinary part

of religion as a form. Many fuch perfons are wedded to

the world. Their thoughts are there, their delights are

there, their hopes and expe61ations are only tliere. Bear
with me, my brethren, in prefTing this a little ; and do
not turn away, and refufe the charge. Worldlinefs is the

reigning fm, and will be the eternal ruin of many per-

fons of better rank, to whofe converfation, a more liberal

way of thinking, and a fenfe of decency, may give even
an amiable appearance. I would befeech the attention

of fuch perfons to what fliall now be faid ; not from any
difrefpe6l to their ftate and fituation in civil life, God
knoweth ! but from fidelity to their fouls. Confider, I

pray you, the extreme danger of worldlinefs of mind. It

is itfelf a great and aggravated fin, and is the parent of

many others. It is a fin, where it hath dominion, incon-

fiilent with falvation. Here the words of the Lord Jefus

:
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" He that loveth father or mother, fon or daughter, more
*' than me, is not worthy of me." There are fome forts

of fmners on whom you would look with contempt or ab-

horrence ; but you may poflibly deceive yourfelves. The
llritt and regular, but covetous Pharifees, little thought

that the publicans and fmners were nearer the kingdom

of heaven than themfelves. I do not fay this to extenu-

ate fin of any kind, but to guard you againfl: the power

of delufion and felf-deceit. I know that none but the

Searcher of hearts can make a certain judgment of the de-

gree of depravity in different characters ; and therefore I

do not fo much urge the comparifon for your condemnati-

on, as caution you againll relying upon it for your j unifi-

cation. The unalterable rule, taken both from the law

and the gofpel, is this : Which of the two has the fupreme

commanding intereft in your affections, God or the world ?

As an eminent author expreffes it, ' He is the mofl: wick-
•• ed man that hath in his heart the firongefi; interefi: that

* is oppofite to God ; and all that is not fubordinate to him
' is oppofite to him : I fay again, the greater creature-in'

* tereil, the more finful the Rate. Though you be neither

* thieves, nor extortioners, nor adulterers, your fin may
* be as deep rooted, and the interefi: of the world as predo-

* minant, or more fo, in you, than in fome of them. Alas !

* Sirs, the abllaining from fome of thefe fins, and living

* like civil and orderly perfons, though it is fo far com-
* mendable, is not enough. If the world be not crucified

* to you, and you to it, fuch abftinence will but hide your
* fin and mifery, and hinder your fliame and repentance,

* but not prevent your eternal damnation. Your lands

* and your houfes, and hopeful pofierity, and other provi..

* fion you have made for the flefh, may have more of your
* hearts, than the world hath of the heart of a poor wretch
*' who never had fo much to idolize.' Upon the whole,

my brethren, let me only put you in mind, diis exhorta-

tion is not lefs neceffary to you than the like cautions were

to the hearers of Chriil in the days of his flefli, whom he

warns againfi the dangers of an'afiluent fi:ate : Luke viii.

14. " And that which fell among thorn-s, are they, which
*' when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with
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" cares, and riches, and pleafures of this life, and bring no
" fruit to perfeaion." Matt. xix. 23,24. " Then faid

" Jefus unto his difciples, Verily I fay unto you, that a

" rich man fhall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

" And again I fay unto you. It is tafier for a camel to go

" through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to en-

" ter into the kingdom of God." It ought to give you

" great confolation, that he adds, verfe 26, '^ With men
"' this is impoffible, but with God all things are poffible."

(3) 1 would addrefs this exhortation to the children of

God, in whom I know the world is crucified upon the

whole ;
5^et, alas ! it ftill retains fuch a degree of interell

as is provoking to God, offenfive to others, and hurtful to

their own peace. In what glafs can you fee more clearly

the weaknefs of faith, and every other gracious difpofiti-

on, than in their little influence in reitraining the mo-

tions of carnal afieftion ? Had the great objedts of faith

and hope that place in our hearts, and that entire domini-

on in our affedions, which they ought to have ; would

there be fo much conformity to worldly maxims and prac-

tices, as is daily to be feen ? would there be fo much emu-

lation in all the outward expreffions of pride and gaiety»

in drefs, furniture, and equipage ? would there be fo

much defire of the increafe of wealth and greatnefs .'' would

there be fo much envy of thofe who are fuccelstul, and go

beyond us ? Shall I tell you how a Chriilian (hould look up-

on thofe who profper remarkably in their worldly affairs I

If they are truly pious, he fliould rejoice with them ; for

here is fo much wealth and influence put into luch hands

as will employ them in doing good. On the other hand,

if they are wicked, he Ihould lincerely pity them, as im-

merfed in the moll dangerous temptations. It we were

thoroughly dead to the world, and the world to us, would

the lofs of wealth or reputation wound us fo deeply as they

generally do ? would the malice or flanders of others make
fo fenilble an impreffion ? It fliould be pitied, as it is their

fin ; but it may ealily be defpifed, as it is our danger.

Try this by the condition and condu(5t of the oppofite cha-

rader. A wicked man is dead to God and fpiritual things.

What then, does he value the lofs of any thing of that
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nature ? Tel] him, that he hath loft fuch or fuch an op-

portunity ol' communion with God, in his v.orfliip in pub-

he, or in tamily; that he hath loli: an Opportunity ot ex-

cellent inftrudtion, in a fermon or clifcourle ; with what
manifell contempt will he receive the information, and
I'mile at your wcaknefs and credulity in fliewing any at-

tachment to fuch things ! Were we cruoified to the world

as weouoht, would there be fo much impatience under the

hand of God in poverty, licknefs, the lofs of relations, or

calamities of any kind? The lopping off a limb or mem-
ber that is dead, gives little or no uneafmefs : it is the life

that remains which occafions the pain of feparation. If the

work] lat loole upon us, its removal \yould Icarcely be felt

;

but we mull needs I'uffer at the very heart when any thing

is withdrawn that hath its hold there. Let me therefore

befeech you, in this, to confefs your fin, to be hu.mblcd for

it, and to pray, that you may be daily more and more de-

livered from it.

2. J iliall improve this fubjeft for pointing out the ufe

of affliction, and the ground of youi coufolation under it."

This world at belt is but a fcene of forrow ; and we then

reap moll comfort from it when we are fenfible that it is

fo. The very purpofe of afflidlion is, to iliew us tiie va-

nity and uncertainty of all created comforts, and deliver

us from an exceffive attachment to them. It is much
moredifacult to crucif)' a fmiling than a frowning world.

It is not eafy to hate it In its lovelieft form, or, if I may
ufe fuch an expreflion, to fpeak hardily to it wlien it is

I'peaking kindly to us ? But in the time of alfilQion, when
we are obliged to confefs its vanity, is it not reafonable to

expert, that our afftdion for it will be abated? I have

iaicl, that this feems the natural effe<5l ol fullering ; bccaule

it is the leflbn evidently carried in it. And accordingly

the prophet Ilaiah fays, chap. xxvi. (;.
*' For when thy

*' judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world
*' will learn righteoufnels." I am leniible, however, that

the reception which aflliclioa nieeis with, and the effeils

which it produces, are very different in different perlbns.

It rnakes the worldly man curJe tiis idol in the rage of de-
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fpair ; and xi makes the child of God abhor the idolatry,

and dwell with complacency on his unchangeable porrion.

Gonfider this, I beleech you, my brethren ; for you are

all liable to the llroke of affliction, young and old, rich and

poor, holy and unholy. It is indeed lamentable to fee the

fretful impatience of thofe to whom the world is blaited

from without, but the love of the world, in all its ftrength,

Hill fubfiding within. They have no fource of confola-

tion in themfelves ; and nothing comfortable can be fpo-

ken to them by others in a manner confiltent with truth

and dmy. To deal faithfully with them, we mull do our

utmoli to add the bitternefs of repentance to their other

fuilerings ; and this the cruel kindnefs of furroundlng re-

lations will ieldom permit to be done. In the cafe of dy-

ing perfons, in particular, with what concern have I heard

friends and phyficians telling the groffell falflioods, in or-

der to keep off, for a few moments, the apprehenfion of

what they knew mull immediately and certainly take place,

and be the more terrible for the furprife !

On the other hand, it is comfortable to refleft, that the

fandlifying influence of afflictions is no lefs the language

of experience than of fcripture. Many have borne their

tellirjiony, and let their feal to it. Some have been To

eflc6tuaiiy mortified to pride and vanity, by the injuries

or the flanders of others, that they have even felt conlola-

tion in the reproach itfelf. But in a particular manner,
I have been often plealed with young perfons to whom the

world, and all their expedliations from it, have been cru-

cified by early affli(5tion, expreffing themfelves, not mere-

ly with lubmifTion, but with ferenity and thankfulnefs.

Bear with me in mentioning a real inftance, known to

rayfelf, of a young man, who had been long confined with

a difeafed member, and had a near and certain profpett

01 his diflbkition. When, at the dehre of fome perfon pre-

lent, liis loathfome fore was uncovered, he exprelfed him-
ieii, to the belt of my remembrance, in thefe very words ;

' There it is; and a precious treafure it has been to me !

* It laved me from the folly and vanity of youth : it made
* me cleave to God as mv only portion, and eternal glory,

* as my only hope j and I think it has now brought me
Vol. I. 3 I
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* ver)' near to my Father's houfe.' Now, what a fprin^

of confolation is liere ! Our duty, our bufinefs our intereft

is,' to crucify the world, and to be crucified to it. May
we not, then, with the utmoft gratitude, as well as pati-

ence, receive the appointments of that God who has pro-

mifed, not only to deliver us from all our fufferings in due

time, not only to make up and recompenfe our loffes with

fomething better, of a different kind, but has afTured us,

that thefe very fufferings and lolfcs, as their immediate ef-

fe6t, fhall crucify fin, and further our meetnefs for his own
pre fence ?

3. Let me improve this fubje£t by earneftly exhorting

you to endeavor to acquire more and more of the temper
and ftate of mind exprefl'ed by the holy apollle, in the text,

*' By whom the world is crucified to me, and I unto the
"" world." Be perfuaded, my beloved hearers, to look

upon all created things with the eye of faith. Remember
their relation to God. He is their Maker and yours ; and
they muft not be loved or ferved but in furbordination to

his glory. Do not place your chief happinefs in them ;'

do not efleem them too highly ; do not love them immo-
derately ; do not profecute them too violently. Place

your chief happinefs in the favor of God, in communion
v/ith him on earth, and the well-grounded hope of the per-

petual enjoyment of him in heaven ; and let your regard

to earthly things be no other, nor greater, than is fuited to

this end. That I may prefs this refolution upon you, al-

low me to propofe the three following confiderations.

(i) Coniider the unfatisfying nature of all earthly en-

joyments. They do not at all carry in them thatfweet-

nefs and excellence which worldly men fuppofe. Sin

has drawn a miff of delufion over the minds of men. The
inflamed and difordered appetites of our corrupted nature

• always promife themfelves, in worldly poflefllons, a fatis-

laction infinitely greater than they are able to afford. We
have this from the confeflion of many who have made the

experiment with every poffible advantage. The book of

Ecclefiaffes is an admirable and animated defcription of

the vanity of human enjoyments. Solomon feems to

have been raifed up in Providence, for this among others
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ends, that he might leave behind him an account of the

vanity of earthly greatnefs. And this is the title that he

hath left written upon all that the world can give : Ecclef.

i. 2. " Vanity of vanities, fiiith the preacher, vanity of

" vanities, all is vanity." Power and wealth, dignity

and fame, variety of pleafures, nay knowledge itfeU, as a

fource of prefent comfort, he affirms the vanity of them
all : Ecclef. ii. 11. " Then I looked on all the works that

" my hands had wrought, and on the labor that I had la-

*' bored to do : and behold, all was vanity and vexation

" of fpirit, and there was no profit under the fun." And
towards the clofe of the fame book, ch. xii. 12. he fays,

*' And further, by thefe, my fon, be admonifhed : of

" making many books there is no end, and much fludy
*' is a wearinefs of the fiefh,"

Have there not been innumerable examples of the fame

teftimony in every age and country ? And what fays your

own experience ? or your obfervation of others ? Do men
indeed rife in comfort and fatisfadtion, in proportion as

they rife in Itation or opulence ? On the contrary, do
they not rather commonly increafe in anxiety and dif-

content ? Do you indeed think, that thofe who appear in

gilded equipages have always on that account the moil

joyful hearts ? Alas ! there cannot be a greater miftake.

Could you fee what paffes within, there would appear un-

governed paifions, ungratified defires, and difappointed

hopes ; and could you enter their houfes, you would find

v/earinefs and impatience, family-diftrefs, family-difor-

ders, and family-quarrels. It has been an old, and it is

a moft ju(l oblervation, particularly upon avarice, That
the defire ftill grows with the poileffion. It is the fame

with every other fmful paffion. Indulgence does not gra-

tify fo much as it inflames them. Let a man climb ever

fo high on the ladder of ambition, he fees flill others be-

fore him ; and emulation and envy are as ilrong, or

ftronger, between thofe who fland on the adjoining ileps

at the top as at the bottom. There is one particular re-

mark, that ferves at once to fliow the vanity of the world,

and the fmfulnefs of human nature : The greater variety

of the worldly comforts any perfon poiTeffes, he is not tl;t;
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more, but the lefs content, under the want of any on^.

The more and the longer any perfoii hath been accuftom.

ed to obfequioufnefs or flattery, he is the more impatient

oi'the leall contradi61:ion. The more abundant and uni-

verfal rclpedt that has been paid to any perlbn, he is the

more deeply wounded by negleft or contempt ; as 1 la-

man, notwithftanding all his greatnefs, was quite iinlli-

tisfijd while there remained one poor man in the king's

gate who would not do him reverence. Take but one

example more. If a man hath great and extenfive pof-

leflioiis, and is without children, he is but the more dif-

trefl'ed to think, that lb noble an eilate and family Ihould

be without an heir, and will often envy the families of

the poor, as if it were hard meafure, that he who had l"o

many temporal mercies fhould not have all. Upon the

whole, vou may fee, that there is a double vanity in the

prefent Hate. Created comforts are unlatisfying on the

one hand, and human delires are inlatiable on the other.

(2) Confider the uncertainty of all earthly enjoyments.

No circumftance whatever fhould more abate our attach-'

ment to the world than its inltability. What happinefs

can we receive from, or what value fliould we put upon

thofe polfeirions, which may be taken from us the next

moment ? The fpeedy, imexpeQed, and melancholy

change, which often takes place from health to ficknefs,

from wealth to poverty, from honor to contemjDt, 1 leave

every hearer to meditate upon, from his own knowledge

and obfervation of human life ; only I cannot help men-

tioning to you the ilrong language of the holy fcriptures,

Prov. xxiii. 5. " Wilt thou let thine eyes upon that.which
*' is not ? For riches certainly make themfelves wings,

" they fly away as an eagle towards heaven.*' But the

circumrtance upon this fubjed to which 1 would particu-

larly and chiefly point your attention, is, that our pollef-

fions and enjovments of every kind are under the inmie-

diate and conitant diredion of Divine Providence. Be-

lieve it, ChrilUans, and remember it, the providence of

God reaches to every event that befalls you, however in-

coiiiiderable it may feem. It is God that '• giveth you
*' power to get wealth."—It is he by whom you are '' di-^
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" minlfliecl and brought low."—It is he that "raifeth up
'' one, and putteth down another."— It is he that n,akes

the " voice of joy and health" to be heard in your dwell,

ings, or that "chaltiles you with pain, and the multitude

*' ol' your bones with llrong pain." If this is the caie,

what reafou have you to be afraid of giving that love and

lervice to any worldly enjoyment that is due to God i'

Will you " provoke him to jealoufy ? Are you ilronger

*' than he ?" If you fet your atTedlions immoderately on

any temporal pofieffion, he can immediately remove it, or

turn it into gall and wormvv'ood.

Inftead of enumerating the feveral kinds of prefent en-

joyments, 1 Ihall only mention one, the defire of wliich is

commonly very llrong, viz. children or pofterity. Now,
how eafily can a holy and righteous God take away the

defire of your eyes with a ftroke ? Nay, in how many in-

llances is the life of cliildren a heavier trial than their death

itfelf ? For I muft fay upon this fubjedt, as I have faid

often in your hearing, that to one that truly fears God, I

do not know any temporal calamity equal to that of ha-

ving profane or profligate children.

But perhaps Ibme attentive hearer will hefitate a little,

and fay, ' I have not obferved this to hold true in experi-

* ence. Even pious perfons feem generally to bear the

* irregularities of their children, though fome of them very

* fcandalous, much better than their deaths. Neither is it

* unfrequent toffee them excufing or palliating the worft

' pracl'ces, from the partiality of natural affeftion.' Per-

haps then I muft retraft, or alter the affertion, and fay, it

is either the heavieft trial, or the moll dangerous tempta-

tion. But, after all, who can tell what floods of tears are

ilied in fecret on this fubjeft ? Parents may be often obli-

ged to conceal their lorrow from the world, becaufe they

know it would be treated with derifion. 1 the rather in-

cline to this fuppofition in many cafes ; for where indif-

ference or partiality to the fins of children is fo plain that

it cannot be denied, I fliould greatly fufpeft the piety of

iuch perfons, let the appearance or profefiion be as flaming

as it will.
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All your mercies, then are in the hand of God, who can
give or withhold, continue or witiidraw them at his plea-

lure. But there is fomething more ft ill : your life itfelf

is in his hand. Though outward things were ever fo fla-

ble in themfelves, they are altogether precarious as to us.

A'Ve know not what a day or a night may bring forth, or at

what time our fouls fliall be required at our hands. This
furely ought, and if it be ferioully attended to, certainly

will weaken our attachment to the things of a prefent

world ; according to the inference drawn from it by the

apoille Paul, i Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. " But this, I fay,

*' brethren, the time is Ihort. It remaineth, that both they
" that have wives, be as though they had none ; and they
" that weep, as though they wept not ; and they that re-

*' joice as though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy,
" as though they poflelfed not ; and they that ufe this

*' world, as not abuftng it ; for the falhion of this world
<'' paffeth away."

(3) Confider that there is really much more real fatis-

fa£lion to be found in a crucified than in an idolized worlds

This to many will appear a contradidtion ; but it is a

great and certain truth. It is impofiible for any perfon to

pais ever fo little the limits of duty in the ufe of the crea-

tures, but it is to his own prejudice. This I do not mean
only of its after confequences, but even in point of pre-

fent comfort. There is a more genuine fweetnefs in thofe

things that are ufed with moderation and felf-denial, as

the gofpel requires, than in any fmful gratification. But

if this holds even with regard to the fimple enjoyment, it

holds much more ilrongly when we confider the. benefit

of a fanftified world. He that, from a humble fenie of

the divine mercies, can rife to a grateful acknowledgment

of the Giver of all good ; he who is thereby infpired with

a holy zeal to ferve him in his generation, and values no

temporal blelling, but fo far as it may be uleful m pro-

moting the glory of God, and the good of others, has a

delight from them, infinitely fuperior to what arifes from

the licence of criminal indulgence. He enjoys his mer-

cies without Iting, he polfelfes them without the fear ot

lofing them ; nay, he can even rejoice in the furrender it^*
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felf, as a part of the will of God. Is this fabulous, my
brethren, or extravagant ? I hope not. J beHeve and

trull it is matter of real experience to the children of God*

Did the Pfalmiil David fay, it was good for him that he

was affli6ted ? did the apoflles of Chrift take joyfully the

fpoiling of their goods ? did they rejoice that they were

counted worthy to fuffer fliame for his name ? I hope that

many others will rejoice, that they have been enabled to

ufe their fubftance in feeding the hungry and clothing the

naked, and other ufeful purpofes. I am perfuaded, that

a pious and liberal mind taftes a more exquifite delight in

relieving a poor family, than in the molt coftly and fump»

tuous entertainment ; and that he who values his reputa-

tion only for his ufefulnefs, will give thanks to God for the

efteem in which he may be held ; and when reproached

for doing his duty, will have a pleafure in fubmitting td

it without complaint, greater than the proud and felfifh

can poffibly receive from the daily incenfe of flattery and
praife.

4. In the last place, As this fubje^l has the mofl inti*

mate connexion with the power of religion, I fhall con*

elude with offering to ferious perfons a few particular di*

re^lions for their daily practice.

(i) Remember that your great care ought to be the one
thing needful. Salvation is your great work, heaven is

your home, the world is but your pafTage to it. If you
can keep this conilantly upon your minds, you will im«

mediately perceive the danger of the world, as a tempta*

tion to fm. You will not be able to forget, becaufe you
will daily feel, what influence it hath in helping or hinder^

ing you in your journey heavenward. A traveller who
hath his thoughts Hill fixed on the place of his deftination,

and is anxious to get forward, will fenfibly feel every in-

cumbrance from the weather, or the way, by which his

progrefs is retarded. It is by mifreprefentation that the

world leads us aftray ; true and juft apprehenfions of our

own ftate, would keep our affedions in their jull meafure
with regard to it.

(2) Be particularly upon your guard againft the unfanc-

tified ufe of lawful comforts. A perfon who hath any
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principle of confclence, would be filled with horror, at

the thoughts of grols fin, fuch as unclcannels, injuitice,

or renHiality
; yet iuch may be in great danger of placing

their art'cclions upon the world, and reiting on it as their

portion. Their houfes and lands, their children, their

name and reputation, may incroach upon them, and ul'urp

dominion in their hearts. Be careful, therefore, liahitual-

ly to improve thefe to the glory of God ; learn to give him
lha.nks lor them, as the blefifmgs of his providence, and to

iervc him by them, as they are talents or opportunities of

ufetalnels, for which you mult render an account in the

day of judgment.

(3) Be attentive to the courfe of Providence, and im-
prove the charadters and conduft of others, to your own
profit, ll you fee one man grow proud and felf-fufficient

as he grows rich, if you fee him forgetful of God while he
continues in profperity, tyrannical to others becaufe they

are in his power, then fear lell you alfo be tempted. If

you fee wealth fuddenly poured in upon any perlbns make
them anxious, quarreUonie, and impatient, then mode-,
rate your defires of profperity, and " be content with fuch
*•• things as you have." It is very common to enumerate
and cenlure the faults of others, that we may nourilh our

own pride by the comparifon ; but it is infinitely more
beneficial, to improve the weaknefs of others for our own
humiliation. What is the ordinary llyle in convcrfation ?

Were I fuch a perfon, had I his efiate and pofi^eflions, I

lliould not grudge to be more liberal to the poor ; 1 would
do fomething for the public ; I would do every thing lor

my friends. Truly you do not know what you would do.

Were you raifed to the fame fituation, perhaps you would
be ten times more proud and covetous than the man you
blame. And as you would obferve the fins of others, io

obferve the ways of God towards them. If an oppreflbr

is at lall overtaken in his wickedncfs, if he is held as a wild

bull in a net, and, inftead of humility, it produceth no-

thing but the rage of impatience and difpair ; adore the

righteous judgment of God, and be fenfible that neither

mercies nor trials will change the heart, unlcfs they are

^iccompaiiied with the pov/cr of divine grace. If it {)lcalcth.
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God to bring down any from riches to poverty, or from

honor to difgrace, remember that he vifits his people in

jnercy for their correiStion, and his enemies in vengeance

for their punifliment ; fo that, whether you are the one or

the other, you have no charter of fecurity from the lame

calamities.

(4) Think much of mortality, and the innumerable

fufterings which are every where to be leen among our

fellow creatures. The wife man tells us, Ecclef. vii. 2,

3. " It is better to go to the houfe of mourning, than to

" go to the houfe of feafting : for that is the end of all men,
'' and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better

" than laughter : for by the fadnefs of the countenance
" the heart is made better." There are fome who, from

mere tendernefs of heart, and a llrong attachment to fen-

fual delight, are not able to look upon fcenes of mifery and
dilfrefs. They fly from them, therefore, and deceive

themfelves into a dream of fecurity by intoxicating plea-

fures. But, my brethren, it is infinitely better to fortify

yourfelves againft the fear of death, by faith in him who is

the refurredlion and the life ; and then the frequent ob-

fervation of others in afflidtion, will iiave the noblell and
moll lalutary intiaence in mortifying worldly affedlions.

You may alfo fometimes lee the triumph of faith in the joy-

ful departure of believers, which is one of the moft edify-

ing and comfortable fights that any Chrillian can behold.

(5.) In the lafl: place, I would recall to your minds, and
earneflly recommend to your meditation, what made a

principal branch of the dodlrinal part of this fubject, '' the

" crofs of Chrill." By this the believer will indeed cruci-

fy the world. Reafon and experience may wound the

world, fo to fpeak ; but the crofs of Chrill pierces it to the

heart. Shall we murmur at the crofs, when our Redeemer
bore it ? Are not the thoughts of what he fuffered, and vv^hat

we deferved, fufficient to eradicate from our minds every

the lead inclination to what is provoking to him ? Are not

the thoughts of what he purchafed, fufficient to deftroy in

our hearts the leafl: difpofition to place our happinefs here ?

The thoughts of the crofs of Chrill are llrengthening as

well as inllructive. We are drawn as it were bv the pow-

Vol. I. 3 K



44^ The IVorld crucified^ i^c.

er of fympathy, emboldened by his example, and animated
by his conqueft. Is not the Chriftian, when he is in full

contemplation of this great objedt, faying, ' O mod mer-
* ciful Saviour, fhall I any more idolize that world which
* crucified thee ? fliall I be afraid of their fcorn who in-

' fulted thee ? fhall I refufe any part of his will, who, by
* the crofs, has glorified thee ?'

Let us conclude by attempting to fay, in faith, what
God grant every one of us may be able to lay in the awful

.hour of the laft conflid :
*' O death, where is thy fting !

*' O grave, where is thy viftory ! The fiing of death is

*' fin, and the firength of fin is the law ; but thanks be to

*' God, v/hich giveth us the victory through our Lord Jefus
" Chrift."
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FERVENCY and IMPORTUNITY in PRAYER.

SERMON IK

GENESIS xxxii. 26.

And he saidj Ixuill not let thee go ^ except thoii bless me.

MY brethren, real communion with God is a

blefling of fuch ineftimable value, that it cannot

be fought with too great earneflnefs, or maintained with

too much care. If it is no fable, that God vouchfafes to

his people, on fome occafions, a fenfe of his gracious pre-

fence, and, as it were, vifits them in love ; with what
fervor fhould they defire, with what diligence fhould they

improve, fo great a mercy ! In a particular manner, when
a good man hath in view, either an important and diffi-

cult duty, or a dangerous trial, it is his intereft to implore,

with the grcateft importunity, the prefence and counte-

nance of God, which only can efFeftually dire£l him in

the one, and fupport him in the other. This, my bre-

thren, ought to be our concern at prefent, as we have in

view a very folemn approach to God, viz. laying hold of

one of the feals of his covenant : what trials may be before

us, or near us, it is impoffible to know.
The words I have read relate to a remarkable palTage

of the patriarch Jacob's life. He was now returning from

Padan-aram with a numerous family, and great fubllance,

and had received information that his brother Efau was

coming to meet him with four hundred men. We are

told, V. 7. of the chapter, that he was " greatly afraid and
** diilrefled," being, in all probability, quite uncertain
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whether his brother was coming with a friendly or a hoftilc

intention; or rather, having great reafon to fufpedl the

laiter to be the cafe. He rofe up, we are told, long before

day, and fent his wives, his children, and cattle, over the

brook Jabbock and as it follows in the 24ih verfe, " Ja-
" cob was left alone : and there wreftled a man with him,
" until the breaking of the day. And when he faw that

^' he prevailed not againfl. him, he touched the hollow of

*' his thigh : and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of

*' joint, as he wrelUed with him. And he faid. Let me
" go, for the day breaketh : and he faid, I will not let thee

" go, except thou blefs me."

Some of the fathers, and alfo fome of the Jewifh writers,

fuppofe, that all this was done in prophetic vifion, to re-

prefcnt to him the difficulties that were yet before him,

which, by faith and patience he was to overcome. But it

is more reafonable to think, that this was in truth the ap-

pearance of an angel to him ; and indeed mofl: probably

of the angel of tht; covenant ; becaufe, from the paifage

itffclf, it appears that he had " prevailed with God." The'
fame thing we are affured of by the prophet Hofea, chap,

xii. 3, 4. " He took his brother by the heel in the womb,
" and by his firength he had power with God '• yea, he had
" power over the angel, and prevailed : he wept and made
•' fupplication unto him : he found him in Reth-el, and
*' there he fpake with us." From this paflage alfo we
learn, that it was the fartie who met with him at Beth-el.

Some think, with a good deal of probability, that this at-

tack was made upon him by way of punifhment for the

weaknels of his faith ; that though he had received the pro-

mife, he Ihould yet be under fo great a terror at the aj)-

proach of his brother. In this indeed he was an example

of what happens to believers in every age. Pafl mercies

•are forgotten at the approach of future trials ; therefore the

fame God who vifited at Beth-el, and promifcd to be with

him, now meets him in difpleafure, and threatens to de-

Jlroy him ; but by " weeping and fupplication" he not

only obtained his prefervation, but a further blefling. It

is alfo the opinion 4i' many, that the. wreftling or conflict

was literal and real for fome time, and that Jacob perhaps^
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took it to be one of Efau's attendants who had come to

fiirprife him in the night ; but that at lad he perceived his

millake, when the angel, by a flight touch of his thigh,

ihevved him, that, if he had pleafed, he might eafily have

deftroyed him. Then, as he had contended with his fup-

pofed adverfary, he now continues the llruggle, by infill-

ing upon a blefling ; which he obtains, in fuch terms as

carry in them a commendation both of his conftancy and

importunity : v. 28. " And he faid. Thy name fliall be
" called qo more Jacob, but Ifrael : for as a prince haft thou
*' power .with God, and with men, and haft prevailed."

The laft ^rt of this verfe is fuppofed indeed to be wrong

tranflated; and that it fliould be, "as a prince diou haft

*' had power with God, and therefore much more llialt

" thou prevail over men :" which was a promife not only

of prefent fecurity, but of future profperity and conqueft.

But though this remarkable event had a particular and

immediate relation to Jacob, there is no doubt, that the

Spirit of God, in putting it on record, had a purpofe of

further and more extenfive ufefulnefs. It is plairJy an ex-

ample of importunity, and, as it were, holy violence in

prayer. So uniform and general has this itrxk of the paf-

I'age been, that fervency and importunity in prayer has

been generally called wrestling ivitb God. This is a fub-

jedl which well deferves our moft ferious attention ; the

rather that I am forry to fay, the practice has fallen into

much difrepute-; and I.am afraid the expreffion itfelf is in

fome danger of being treated with derifion. In difcourfing

further on this fubjeft, I fhall,

I. Explain and illuftrate a litde the nature and fubjed

of this holy wreftlingand importunity in prayer.

II. The duty and reafonablenefs of it.

III. The great benefit arifmg from it. And,
IV. In the laft place, I fliall make fome improvement

of the fubje^:, for your inftruftion and direction.

I. First, then, I am to explain and illuftrate a little

the nature and fubjedl of this holy wreftling and importu-

nity in prayer, Wreftling necelTarily fuppofes fome re-

ftftance or oppofition to be overcome. Prayer indeed, of
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itfelf, and in the fimplefl: cafes, may be faid to carry this

idea in it ; becaufe he that prays ftands in need of fome-

thing which he can only obtain by prevailing with, or

bending the will of another to bellow : Matth. vii. 7.
**• All^:, and it fhall be given you : feek, and ye fliall find :

" knock, and it fhall be opened unto you.'* But as there

are many gracious aflurances of God's readinefs to hear

our prayers, the fubjetl we are now upon leads us parti-

cularly to the confideration of the obftrudions or difficul-

ties that lie in the way, either of our praying as we ought,

or praying with fuccefs. Thefe two things mull be join-

ed together, becaufe they are in their nature infeparably

connected : James iv. 3. *' Ye afli and receive not, becaufe
*' ye alk amifs, that ye may confume it u}X)n your lulls.'*

James i. 5, 6, 7. " If any of you lack wifdom, let him
*' alk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upx-

*' braideth not ; and it Ihall be given him. But let him
*' aik in faith, nothing wavering : for he that wavereth
" is like a wave of the fea, driven with the wind, and
" tolfed. For let not that man think that he Ihall receive'
«' any thing of the Lord.*' Now, for the illuftration of

this duty and practice, in a way fuited to the condition

and daily experience of the children of God, 1 fhall men-
tion fome of the chief obllruftions or difficulties we have

to wrelUe with in our accefs to God, and which muft

be overcome by the importunity and holy violence of

prayer,

1. The lirfl: of thefe I Ihall mention is a fenfe of guilt

overwhelming the foul. This, which is the llrongelt of

all arguments for the neceffity of prayer, is often found

in experience to hinder the performance. When any

perfon is arrelled of confcience, when his multiplied trani-

greffions appear before him in all their variety, and in all

• their aggravations, it is apt to fill him with a jealoufy of

God, a dread of entering into his prefence, and in fome

fort adefpair of obtaining his mercy. This hath been often

feen in great profligates, overtal;en by a vifitation of Pro-

vidence, and Hung by the reproaches of confcience. When
they have,been urged to apply for divine mercy, they have

anlvvered, ' I cannot pray :' or, ' How can I pray, wha
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* have been fo monftrous a finner ?' Nay, it may be fre-

quently obferved, that men who live in fecurity, without

any juft conviction of their finful ftate, will maintain fome

fort of form of religion, will even go through their form

with fome pleafure, and place fome dependance upon it.

But when confcience begins to rife a little upon them, and

they fee the enormities they are guilty of, though it can-

not make them forfake their fms, it makes them fpeedily

forfake all their religion. It is taken notice of by Dr.

Doddridge, in his life of Col. Gardiner, that when he was
indulging himfelf in all manner of wickednefs, he began,

from a natural fenfe of duty, to pay fome acknowledg-

ments to God ; but as he was not refolved to forfake his

fms, the darinj^ profanity of it ftruck him with horror.

He therefore determined, fays the author, * to make no
* more attempts of this fort ; and was perhaps one of the

' firft that deliberately laid afide prayer from fome fenfe

* of God's omnifcience, and fome natural principle ofho-
* nor and confcience.' In this laft reflection, the worthy

author is undoubtedly miltaken ; for he was not the firft,

nor will he be the laft, who has been driven from prayer

by a fenfe of fm, and a horror of his Maker's prefence.

I have defcribed this difficulty in its moft hideous form,

if I may fpeak fo, as it ftands in the way of wicked men.

But there is often too much of it to be found even in good

men themfelves. A deep fenfe of fm often fills them with

a flavifh fear, -mars their confidence before God, and

tempts them to keep at a diftance from him. Pfal. xl.

12. " For innumerable evils have compafTed me about,

" mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo that I

" am not able to look up : they are more than the hairs of

" mine head, therefore my heart faileth me." He that

wreftles in prayer, refufes to yield to this difcouragement.

He ftill ventures, though at a diftance, to look to his offen-

ded God. Though he is filled with tribulation and fear, he

will not give up his plea. He fays with the Pfalmift, Pf.

Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. " Will the Lord caft off for ever? and
" will he be favorable no more ? Is his mercy clean gone
" forever ? doth his promile fail for evermore ? Hath God
" forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger ftiu; up his
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" tender mercies ? Sekh." He endeavors to take fuch

views ol" the glory and extent of divine mercy as will

give him Tome ground of hope. He maketh fupplication

with ilrong crying and tears. Againft hope he believeth

in hope ; or relblves, that if he perifh, he fliall perifli at

the footllool of mercy. And nothing is fo proper to bring

him to this refolution, nay, nothing is fufficient for that

purpof'e, but the treenefs of falvation, as it is offered in the

gofpel of Chrill, where all confidence is derived, not from

the good nefs of the finner, but from the j)ovver and grace

of the Saviour.

2. Another difficulty to be overcome in prayer is, a

frowning Providence difcouraging the mind. When this

is added to the former, as they commonly go together, it

augments the difhculty, and adds to the diftrefs. When
great calamities are brought upon the believer, when one

flroke follows upon the back of another, when fm chal-

lenges and Providence puniflies him, he is then in dan-

ger of giving up his condition as defperate, and without

remedy. See the refleftions of Job in this drain, not-'

withftanding he is commended to us as a pattern of pa-

tience, Job xix. 8, 9, lo. " He hath fenced up my way
" that I cannot pafs, and he hath fet darknefs in my
" paths. He hath flript me of my glory, and taken the

'^ crown from my head. He hath deilroyed me on every
'* fide, and I am gone : and my hope hath he removed
*' like a tree."

When the rod of correction falls heavy, the Chriflian

finds it very difficult to believe that it comes from the love

of a father, and is rather apt to tremble under it as the fe-

verity of a judge. So did Jacob himfelf, after all his expe-

rience, in the clofe of life, Gen. xlii. 36. " And Jacob

"their father faid unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my
" children ; Jofeph is not, Simeon is not, and ye will take

" Benjamin away : all thefe things are againfl me,'*

Sometimes the couiHTe of Providence in general has the

fame effect. The profperiiy and inlblence of finners, the

opprefled Itate of the children of God, the difappointed en-

deavors of his fervants, make them often call in quellion

his prefence, his faithfulnefs, or his power. This is the'
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fubje(3: of the whole 73d PfahTi, and fumrned up in the

loth and nth verfes :
" Therefore his people return lii-

" ther ; and waters, of a full cup are wrun^), out to them.
*' And they fay, How doth God know ? and is there

*' knowledge in the Moil High r"

He that wrellles in prayer, therefore, confiders the

depth of Divine Providence with reverence. He dwells

upon the wifdom and power of God, who alone can bring

light out of darknefs, and order out of conlufion. He
taketh hold of his covenant, and the fure and everlafling

mercy that is contained in it, and humbly and earneflly

prays for univerfal nnd abfolute refignation to the divine

will. This, my brethren, is one of the greatell and mod
important objeQs of prayer, and what believers fliould

wreftle for with the greatell: fervor and importunity. They
fhould cry mightily to God, andexpoftulate earneilly with

their own hearts, as the Pfalmii!;, Pf. xlii. 9, 10, 11. "I
'* will fay unto God my rock. Why haft thou forgotten
*' me ? why go I mourning becaufe of the opprefTion of the
*' enemy ? As with a fvvord in my bones, mine enemies
" reproach me : while they fay daily unto me, Where is

'* thy God ? Why art thou cafl down, O my foul ? and
*' why art diou difquieted within me ? hope thou in God,
" for I fliall yet praife him, who is theheahh of my coun-
" tenance, and my God.'' I am not here to go through

all the grounds of encouragement on which the fuiTering

and pleading believer may place his dependance, drawn
from the perfections of an unchangeable God, from the

power of a Saviour upon a throne, from the prccife and

exprefs promifes in fcripture of fupport or deliverance,

and the daily experience of the faithful. It is fufhcient

that I have pointed out to you the (late and pra6lice of a

dillrelTed and afflided Chriftian wreftllng with God.

3. Another difficulty often arifes from unbelieving

thoughts, and inward temptations diftreffrng the fpirir.

Prayer takes its rife from and is carried on by faith. Pray-

er indeed is little elfe than the inxmediate and lively exer-

cife of faith : Heb. xi. 6. " For he that cometh to God,
*' muft believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of

" them that diligently feekhim.'' On this account, duti.

Vol. I. 3 L
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fill and acceptable prayer is called the prayer offaith.
Who would apply, or who can apply, to God, tor any
mercy, bat tVoin a perfuafion that he is prefent to hear,

and that he is able and willing to beflow ? Now, when
this faith begins to fail, either from its natural weaknefs,

from our finful negligence, from the fubtle infinualions,

or the more violent affaults of the adverfary of our fal-

vation, it muil be a great hindrance to the exercife of

prayer.

Alany are the difficulties of this kind which the Chrif-

tian, from time to time, hath to ftruggle with. Sometimes
he is made to doubt of the certainty, and fometimes of the

meaning of the promifes. We fee fome diilreffed per-

fons fo embarrafled with fcruples, or fo milled by contro-

verfy, as to lofe the relifli and fpiritual comfort of the word
of God, while they are contending about it. Sometimes

they are made to doubt their own title to apply the pro-

mises which appear like a rich and fumptuous table, en-

compaired with a flaming fword, forbidding their approach.

Thus they are led away Irom the confolation of Ifrael, and'

made to feek in vain for a foundation of comfort in them-

felves. How often do we fee, that the very fenfe of fui,

and fear of danger, the very mifery and neceffity which

particularly difcover the fitnefs and excellence of the

truths of the everlafiing gofpel, are made ufe of to difcou-

rage us from embracing them !

Sometimes the truths themfelves are perverted, or let

in oppofition one to another, and mutually deltroy each

other's influence. Thus, while the conliant and over-

ruling providence of God Ihould be the great foundation

both of our faith and prayer, it is fometimes fet in oppofi-
' tion to both. The falfe reafoner will fay to himfelf. Why
fliould I pray for deliverance from this didrefs ? why fliould

I pray or hope for the poffeflion of fuch a mercy ? I'he

whole order and courfe of events is fixed and unalterable.

If it is appointed to happen, it fliall happen, whether I

fpeak or be filent ; if it is otherwife determined, the pray-

ers of the whole creation will not be able to obtain it.

How unliappily do men thus reafon themfelves out of their

own peace ! not couiidering the,unfpeakable abfurdity of/
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making our weak and imperfect conceptions of the nature

and government of God to (land in oppofition to his own
exprefs command. The influence of fecond caufes, mo-
ral as well as natural, is a matter of undeniable experi-

ence. If you acknowledge it in the one, fliould you deny
it in the other ? Is not intemperance the caufe of difeafe ?

is not flothfulnefs the way to poverty ? is not negledted

tillage the caufe of a barren field ? and is not reilraining

prayer alfo the way to barrennefs of fpirit ? Believe it, my
brethren, fervent prayer is as fure and efFe6tual a mean of

obtaining thofe mercies which may be lawfully prayed

for, as plowing and fowing is of obtaining the fruits of the

ground.

Again, fometirties by the cunning of Satan, the believer

is driven to the brink of the precipice, and made to doubt

of the very being of God, and the reality of all religion.

It is eafy to fee, that this muft wholly take away the ne-

ceflity and ufe of prayer. But even when it is not fo

powerful as to prevent the practice, yet doth it in a great

meafure, cool the fervor and deilroy the comfort of prayer.

He that wreftles with God has often thefe difficulties, in a

greater or leffer degree, to druggie with. Some of them it

is his duty to oppofe by reafon, and iome of them direQly

and immediately to refill and baniili as temptations ; and
I think an exercifed Chrillian will ufually make the mat-

ter of his complaint the fubjeft of his prayer. This is in-

deed defeating jhe tempter with his own weapons: it is

bringing fweetnefs out of the ftrong, and meat out of the

eater, when the difliculties thrown in the way of our pray-

ers ferve to excite us to greater ardor, importunity, and
frequency in that neceflary and profitable exercile.

4. Another difficulty with which the believer hath to

ftruggle, is the coldnefs and flothfulnefs of his own heart.

This is as great a hindrance of prayer as any that hath

been named ; and I believe it is of all others the molt

common and prevalent. At the fame time it afibrds a

very mortifying view of our own character and Hate.

Strange indeed ! that when we confider the great aftd

eternal God widi whom we have to do, we fiiould find fo

much difficulty in maintaining a ferious and attentive
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frame of fpirit ! that when we lie under fo great and un-

fpeakablc obligations to his nsercy, our ftnfe of gratitude

fuould be fo weak and languid ! that when we have blef-

ftngs to alk of fo ineftimable value, we fliould noiwith-

ftanding do it with lb much indifference ! And what is

llranger ftill, are there not many who have tafled, in fome

degree, the fwcetnefs and confolation of communion with

God, and yet are ready to return to a Rate of coldnefs and

negligence !

i am pcrfaaded I need not tell any ferious perfon in this

afiembly the danger or frequency of the ChrilVian's being

feized with a llothfulnefs, coldnefs, or fecurity of fpirit.

It isprobablc many are at this moment inwardly afhamed

en being thus b.irely put in mind of it. How often is it

the reproach and llain of all our worfliip in public, in fa-

Tnily, and in fccret ! Iiow eafily do we degenerate into a

form ! how hardly is the fpirit and affc6:ion kept alive !

How many are there over whom confcience has fo much
power, tliat they neither dare abfent themfelves from pub-

lic ordinances, nor difcontinue the form of fecret duty :
'

and yet they may continue long in a heartlefs, lifelefs,

and unprofitable attendance upon both ! Times of deep

conviction, of heavy afflidiion, or harrafflng temptation, are

more diftrelFing ; but they are not fo infnaring, as this

leprofy that creeps upon us in a feafon of quiet and fere-

nity. The other difficulties, if I n^ay fpeak io, force us to

wreflle with them, btcaufe they leave us no peace ; but

this tempts us to fit ftill under it, becaufe it gives us no

difturbance.

He that wrefiles with God in prayer, then, muft main-

tain a conflict with the flothfulnefs of his own fpirit, and

endeavor to preferve that vigor and fervency of affedlion

fo neceflary to the right performance of the duty. You
will fay, perhaps, With what propriety is this called vvrcfl-

. ling with God? it is rather wrellling with hin)felf. But

when we confider, that every gracious cfifpoiition mud
come down from above, from the Father of lights, and au-

thor of every good and perfect gift.: and, in particular,

that the fpirit of prayer is one of his moil precious and

excelleut gifts ; the juftnefs and propriety of this language/
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will manifeftly appear. The coldnefs of our hearts, and

Jeadnefs of our affedions in worfliip, ought, on the one

hand, to be imputed to ourfelves as the immediate and

fuiful caufe, and, on the other, may be confidered as a part

of God's moft holy providence, Vvho withdraws his Spirit

in righteous judgment. Thus the Pfalmift very beauti-

fully lays, Pial. Ixv. 4, " BlefTed is the man whom thou

" chufell, and caufell to approach unto thee, that he may
" dwell in thy courts," And thus the Ipirit of fupplica-

tion is a remarkable gofpel-promife : Zech. xii. 10. " And
" I will pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the in-

" habitants of Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace and of fuppli-

" cations, and they fhall look upon me whom they have
" pierced, and they fliall mourn for him, as one mourneth
" for his only fon, and Ihall be in bitternefs for him, as one
" that is in bitternefs for his firft born."

My brethren, there is the greateft reafon for every

Chriftian, not only to wreflle againfl a llothful difpofition

as a fm, but to fear its influence as a judgment ; for if

among fpiritual judgments it holds a chief place, when
God giveth *' the fpirit of flumber; eyes that they flioukl

*' not fee, and ears that they fliould not hear ;" it ought to

be treated in the fame manner with all other obftrudions,

that is to fay, encountered by vigorous refinance. Like
all other enemies, it acquires courage by fuccefs ; like all

other fms, it is flrengthened by indulgence. And yet,

alas 1 how often is this very circumftance made ufe of as

an excufe for the omifTion of prayer ? When the Chriftian

finds himielf lifelefs and indifpofed to prayer, it makes him
either negledt it altogether, or flur over the performance

in a carelefs and trifling manner, faying to himfelf, " I am
" not now in a fit temper for it." Nay, fometimes he
reafons himfelf even religioufly out of his duty, faying, " I
" Ihall but diQionor God by fuch aheartlefs facrifice ; and
'• therefore I had better delay it till I be in a frame that is

*' fitter for it." But if the time and other circumftances

call for the duty, our own indifpofition of heart is, of all

others, the moft foolifli and criminal excufe. How much
better would it be to wreftle as Jacob in the text, and in*

Uft upon the blefiing ; which cannot be more fenfibly illuf-
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tratecl with refpea to this particular branch, than by men-
tioning to you a refolution which an eminent Chriftian

entered into for his own pradice : That he would not be
baffled by a treacherous Ipirit ; for he would never give
over the work of praife, till his affedlions were llirred, and
he was brought to a fenfe of gratitude for divine goodnefs

;

and that he would never give over enumerating and con-
felfing his fins, till his heart was melted in contrition and
penitential forrow !

5. I may mention one other difficulty with which we
have to ilruggle in prayer, mz. when it pleafes God to

pollpone, for a feafon, his compliance with our requefis.

Though his ears are always oi5en to the cry of his people,

he fometimes carries in fuch a manner, as if they were
fall clofed againfi: them. Though dieir petitions be offer-

ed up in faith, and on a fubjed agreeable to the will of God,
they may not always be granted in the manner, in the

meafure, or in the Isafon that they themfelves defire, or

even in their imperfe61 judgment may think moll proper.

Many examples might be given of this, A minifter pray-

'

ing for the fuccefs of his labors, may be heard in mercy,
though it do not happen fo foon, and though he cannot fee

it fo clearly, as it is natural for him to defire. He may
have many feah of his minillry, although he meet with

difappointment in fome of thofe on whom he looked with

the moil favorable eye. A parent may pray for the falva-

tion of his children, and his defires may have gone up with

acceptance before the throne, although the accomplifh-

raent be yet far diflant, and they feem, for the lime, to

increafe unto more ungodlinefs. An afflicted perfon may
have adhially obtained the fan6lified improvement of his

afflitlion, although he cannot yet perceive the ends of Di-

vine Providence in it, the comfortable difcovery of which
may be a feaft: referved for him at fome future feafon ; or,

in general, a mercy may be granted with advantage and
increafe, though it be fufpended for a time.

In this interval, however, th^ Chriflian's eyes may be
ready to fail with looking long; he may be in danger of

ceafing hi$ application, or abating his fervor, through de-

fpair of fuccefs. Therefore we have many exhortationar
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in fcrlpture to perfeverance and importunity in prayer.

We are exhorted to pray without ceafing, and to continue

inftant in prayer. O.ir Saviour, Luke xviii. i, fpoke a

parable on purpofe to teach men, that they ought always

to pray, and not to taint : Heb. x. 36, 37. '* For ye have
" need of patience ; that after ye have done the will of

" God, ye might receive the promife. For yet a little

*' while, and he that lliall come, Vv/ill come, and will not

" tarry." Habakkuk ii. 3. " For the vifion is yet for an
" appointed time, but at the end it fliall fpeak, and not

" lie : though it tarry, wait for it, becaufe it will furely

'' come, it will not tarry." To which paiTage I fhall only

add Lamentations, chap. iii. 25, 26. " The Lord is good
" unto them that wait for him, to the foul that feeketh

" him. It is good that a man fhould both hope and quiet-

" ly wait for the falvation of the Lord.'*

I fliall conclude this head by obferving, that all thefe

obftriidlions are at the direftion and difpofal of Providence,

for the trial of the faith and patience of believers ; and

therefore their perfeverance under, and conftancy in op-

pofition to them, is, with great propriety, confidered as

an imitation of the patriarch Jacob in his wreilling with

God.

Before proceeding to the remaining part of this fubje6t,

fuffer me to make a pradlical improvement of w'hat hath

been already faid. And,
I. Let us hence learn the infinite grace and condefcen-

fion of God, who not only admits his people to commu-
nion with him, but invites and encourages them to the

mofl preffing importunity, and even, to fpeak fo, to of-

fer a holy violence to him. The reafons of this will be

more fully opened in the next difcourfe. In the mean
time, let us make it the fubjeft of wonder and praife.

Well may we fay with Job, chap. vii. 17, 18, " What is

*' man, that thou fhouldfl: magnify him ? and that thou
" Ihouldft fet thine heart upon him? and that thou fliouldlt

" vifit him every morning, and try him every moment ?''

This is the dignity of human nature indeed, not from

what he is in himfelf, but what he may be by union with
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God through Chrill ; for through him we have all accefs

by one Spu'it unto the Father, And if nearnefs to God is

lb great a privilege, M'ho would not covet it ? who would
not cultivate it ; Surely all but thofe who, to their final

condemnation, difbelieve and defpife it.

2. Let us learn from what hath been faid, to defend

the exercifes of piety, and particularly this honorable pri-

vilege of the faints, from the fcorn and reproach of the

enemies of vital religion. I am abundantly fenfible, that

there are fome, and fome amongft ourfelves, who treat

this fubje(St with contempt anddifdain, and look upon a

believer's wrefUing with God in prayer, his being fome-

times in, and fomeiimes not in a frame for his fervice, as

the raving and incoherent efllifions of weaknefs and en-

thufiafm. This is not only an evidence of their being

themfelves (Irangers to true religion, but is indeed diredt-

ly contrary to found judgment and reafon. I have laid

down to you the meaning and fubjecl of this wreflling

and importunity in prayer ; and is there any thing more
clearly founded upon truth, nature, and experience ?

'

Hear, ye unbelievers ; might I not transfer every parti-

cular, and illudrate it in the intercourfe of man with man?
If you had a favor to afli of another, and were fenfible that

you had done him a great, recent, and unprovoked inju-

ry, would not this fill you with jealoufy ? would it not

keep you at a diftance ? would it not make you, as the

common faying is, afraid to look him in the face ? If he

had carried himfelf as your enemy, and feemcd in many
inftances, to fet himfelf in oppofition to you ; would not

this give you even more than fufpicion and uncertainty as

to the iffue of your application? If by the fugizefiion of

his enemies, you were made to believe him rcfentful and
implacable ; would not this extinguifli your hope, and
.break up all correfpondencc ? If your own heart were
naturally too proud to intreat, or too carelefs to give at-

tendance, would not the fuit be negledled ? Or if you had
prefented your petition, and for a long traft of time no
anfwer was returned; would you not give up all hopes of

it as forgotten or rejedled ? Is not this" an image of the

Hate of the Chriftian in many inftances ? And therefore/
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if prayer is a part of natural religion, if it is a matter of

duty or neceffity at all, it mud often have the al)ove dif-

ficulties to overcome, and, on that account, be jultly con-

fidered as a fpecies of vvreflling with God. And why
Ihould the Chriftian's being in or out of frame for his duty

to God, be made the fubjf-61 of derifion f Is there not

fomething fimilar to it as to every objctf. offiudy or appli-

cation ? Are there not fome feafons when you fay, your

mind lies to your book, your work, or even your play,

and then it goes on fvveetly and pleafantly ? Are there

not others, when it is againd the grain, and then every

trifle is a difficulty, and even the air is a burden. If you
conlider thefe things, you mufl be fenfible, that all to whom
eternity is the highell concern, and therefore religion their

chief care, mult be attentive to the (late of their hearts to-

wards God. And if this is the cafe, every thing, whe-
ther inward or outward, that promotes or hinders their

acquaintance with him, will appear to them of the utmofl

moment. The truth is, whoever takes the liberty to de-

fpife and ridicule the concern of ferious perfons about

communion with God, muftexcufe me for faying, becaufe

it is my deliberate judgment, either that they are enemies

to religion in their hearts, or that they are wholly ignorant

of the important fubjedt.

3. As we would defend the duty above explained from

the feoffs of infidels, let us alfo guard it from abufe, and
diftinguifh it from any corruption that may pretend, or

may be thought to refemble it. Particularly, let us be-

ware of allowing in ourfelves, or approving in others, any

grofs indecent familiarity, either of fpeech or carriage.

You fee, my brethren, that Vv'reftling with God arifes

from a deep impreflion of the infinite and unfpeakable im-

portance of the bleffmgs in profpedl, and their abfolute ne-

ceffity to the petitioner. This will make him Hill infill,

and urge his requeil, and, as it were, refufe to let go his

hold. But it is alfo conftantly attended with a fenfe of the

holinefs of God's nature, and the greatnefs of his power ;

which, when fet home upon the wounded confcience, is

often the principal caufe of the diftrefs. Is there not then

the jullell reafon for earneltnefs and concern? -But is it

Vol. I. 3 M
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not al fo plain, that this mull: preferve the believer from

impropriety ; and that it cannot \tz\ to any foolifh or in-

decent familiarity, which is often niiltaken for it, and of-

ten reproached in its room ? *

What hath been faid upon the fubje(5l, I hope, will

point out to you the juft middle between every vicious ex-

treme. Such real concern, fuch fervor of fpirit, will not

indeed lead any to iludy in their prayers a nice, vain, or

ornamented ftyle. This is the language of a mind at eafe.

It is but of little value at any rate : but O how mifplaced !

O how unfuitable in prayer to God ! This is befl: carried

on by plain and ardent expreflions of the very temper of

the foul, when the fulnefs of the heart gives a ready ut-

terance to the tongue. But neither will the views which
the wreftling believer hath of the glory and majefty of God,
of the llridlnefs of his law, and the terror of his wrath,

fuffer him to give way to any trifling, flovenly, or ridicu-

lous manner of addreffing himfelf to the 'hrone of grac®.

It mull be obferved indeed, that there will be a differ-

ence, according to the different circumdances, flation;

and capacity of the perfons concerned. There may be

many a ferious Chridian, who knows what it is to pour

out his heart before God, and fpread his fins and forrows

at his feet, who would not be fit for leading the devotion

of a public or promifcuous affembly
;

yet he may be the

perfon who, as a prince, hath power with God, and pre-

vails. The prayers of fuch a wreftler, with all the ble-

millies that attend them, are probably far more effedtual,

tlian thole of fuch over-nice perfons, as defpife the weak-

nefs of his underllanding, or make themfelvcs merry with

the homelinefs of his ftyle : nay, I mult fay further, that

we fometimes meet with perfons whofe language in prayer

is fo unfpeakably fuperior to their abilities or performances

of other kinds, as to fliow that they have an undlion from

the Holy One ; and that they are examples of the accom-

plilhment of that promife, Pfal. xxv. 14. *' The fecretof

" the Lord is with them that fear him : and he will fliew

" them his covenant."

4. 1 muft conclude the fubje£l at this lime with earnefl-

ly exhorting you all to the diligent exercife of this dutyz
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And that it may be the more diftiniSl and effeftual, I fhall

briefly point out to you the following objects of prayer.

1. Be fervent in prayer for the improvement of the Ipi-

ritual life in your own fouls. Prayer is at once the fecu-

rity and the comfort of a Chriftian. Hate, fear, prevent as

much as in you lieth every thing that may obftrucl your

regularity and earneftnefs in this duty.

2. Be earneft in your fupplication, and importunate

in your pleading for the church of Chrift, and the glory of

his kingdom, efpecially in your native country. The
charader of real Chriftians, in thisrefpeft, is well defcri-

bed by the prophet : If. Ixii. 6, 7. " I have fet watchmen
*' upon thy vi'alls, O Jerufalem, whicli Ihall never hold

" their peace day nor night : ye that make mention of the

" Lord, keep not filence ; and give him no reft, till he
" eftablifti, and till he make Jerufalem a praife in the

" earth." The languifiiing ftate of religion in this nation,

and the threatening afpeft of Providence, fiiould prefs us

to this duty : and furely, in proportion as our belief of the

truths of the gofpel is real and prevalent, we muft behold

tranfgreflions with grief, and be ready to intercede for a

" time of refrefiling from the prefence of the Lord."

3. Be earneft for a feafon for the power of God at this

approaching communion. We ferve an all-fufficient and

unchangeable God, the fame yefterday, to-day, and for

ever, who is able to pour dovv^n his Spirit in a large and
plentiful meafure, and make it a happy time for the efpou-

i'al of many fmners to Chrift, and for edifying his faints,

that they may go on their way rejoicing, and eat their

bread with gladnefs and fmglenefs of heart. Let us plead

his own promife, If. xliv. 3, 4. "• For I will pour water
*' upon him that is thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground

:

"•
I will pour my fpirit upon thy feed, and my blefling

*' upon thine offspring •• and they fliall fpring up as among
" the grafs, as willows by the water-courfes."

4. Pray for the minillers of the gofpel- The apoftles

often aflv this afliftance of the faithful : Col. iv. 3. " With-
" al, praying alfo for us, that God would open unto us a

" door of utterance, to fpeak the myftery of Chrift, for

" which I am alfo in bonds." If you believe the efficacy
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of prayer, you mufl; be fenfible that your diligence in this

rerpe(^ will prepare miniflers for you, and you for them.

This is to point the eye of faith beyond the fervants to the

mailer of the feall ; and you will probably both look for

and receive your anfwer from himfelf.

5. in the last place, I would earnefdy recommend to

you the exercife of joint and focial conference and prayer.

There is great danger of extinguifliing the heavenly

f^ame, if while you are nec^fiarily furrounded with a

flood of ungodly men, you do rtot often aflbciate with the

excellent ones of the earth, and place your delight there :

jNulachi, iii. 16. " Then they that feared the Lord, fpake
'' often one to another, and the Lord hearkened, and
*' heard it, and a book of remembrance was written be-
*' fore him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
*' upon his name." There is a great advantage in fociety

for every purpofe. If we know the benefit of united bo-

dies for bufmefs and trade, if we find the pleafure of join-

ing together for mutual entertainment and focial converfe,

mufl not as great a benefit refult from a more facred uni^

on ? Serious perfons, by aflbciating together, direft each

other by their counfels, embolden each other by their ex-

amples, and affid each other by their prayers. There is

alfo a particular promife of eflRcacy to focial prayer :

Matth. xviii. 19, 20. " I fay unto you, that if two of

" you fhall agree on earth, as touching any thing that they
*' Ihall afl^, it Ihall be done for them of my Father Vvhich is

*' in heaven. For where two or three are gathered toge-

" ther in my name, there am I in the midll of them."

Now, may the Lord himfelf vifit you with his gracious

prefence, and make you to fay wilh Jacob at Bethel, Gen.

xxviii. i6, 17, '' And he faid, Surely the Lord is in this

" place ; and 1 knew it not. And he was afraid, and faid,

" How dreadful is this place ! this is none other but the

*' houfe of God, and this is the gate of heaven.*'
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FERVENCY and IMPORTUNITY in PRAYER.

SERMON 12. •

GENESIS xxxii. 26.

And he $aid, Ixvlll not let thee go ^ except thou bless me.

Second fermon on the text.

II. '^IIT'E proceed now to the second i\{\ng propofed

VV ij^ ^he diftribution of the fubje6l ; which v/as,

To ihow you the duty and reafonablenefs of wreftling

and importunity in prayer. Here I am fenfible, that a

corrupt and impatient mind may be able to mufler up
cbjeftions againft it. There is fomething worderful and

unfearchable in all the works of God, and in none more,

as it is reafonable to fuppofe, than in the methods of his

grace. In particular, it may appear furprifmg that he

Ihould exercife his people with luch confii6ls and trials,

that it fliould be neceflary to overcome him, as it were, by

importunity, before we^ can obtain thofe bleflings which

himfelf hath commanded us to aik, and which he hath pro-

niifed to bellow. Why, will it be faid, does a God of

mercy, and of infinite fullnefs, to whom all our wants

and weaknelles are perfectly known, wait for oi\r prayers,

before he will part with what is fo much needed by us t

Why doth he, who knoweth our frame, and remembers
that we are dull, unneceffarily throw obftrudions in our

way, and wrap himfelf up in darknefs, to difcourage our

approach ?
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But how does tliis furprife increafe, when we confider

how unequcil we are for the conflidl, if no ftrength but our

own is oppofed to the Ahiiighty I nay, that our flrength

for refillauce mufl come only from himfelf : fo that he

wounds, and he heals; he opprefles, and he fuftains; he

difcourages, and he invites. It is by prayer that we muft
obtain every bleffing from the Father of lights; and one
of the greatefl and mod neceflary of thefe bleffings is the

fpirit of prayer itfelf. My brethren, when either unbelief

or profanity moves any fuch difficulties as thefe, I think

it my duty to call upon you, in the firll place, to bow your-

felves before the fovereignty of God. There is an un-

iearchable impenetrable depth in the divine wifdom, whe-
ther we look upon the works of nature, or of grace. As
Creator of the world, he could, no doubt, in a moment,
with one word of his power, have raifed the whole fabric

in perfeftion ; yet it pleafed him, in a gradual manner, to

fmifli every part by die addition of another, for the fpace

of fix days. When he gave the firll promife to Adam, or

when he renewed it to the father of the faithful, he could, no
doubt, have fent the Saviour into the world, to finifli tranf-

grefiion, and make an end of fin
; yet he faw it proper to

give only diflant intimations of this blelTed period, and to

defer the long-expefted appearance till the lulnefs of time,

while the nations were fullered to fit for many ages in dark-

nefs, and in the region and fliadow of death. In the fame

manner he often takes a great variety of fleps witli his peo-

ple before they are made jiartakers of his pro miles.

But notwithllanding that fomcthing muft ftill remain

iTiyflerious, and beyond the comprehenfion of a finite

creature, in the management of God, who " giveth not
*' account of any of his matters," we may fee much pro-

priety and beauty in this part of his procedure. And is

it not our duty to attend to it ? We may fee the reafona-

blenefs, nay we may perceive the wifdom, of his requiring

a holy fervency, wrefUing, and importunity in ])rayer;

for it ferves to engrave upon our hearts, and even to work
into our afieftions, fome of the mod important truths of

religion, and fuch as will have the mod powerful and ex-

tenfive influence upon our temper and pradice. This
,
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will plainly appear from the three following confidera-

tions.

1. Fervency of fpirit, and importunity in prayer, is

fuitable and necelfary, becaufe of the greatnefs and glory

of that God with whom we hold communion, as well as

becaufe it ferves to itrengthen and improve the fenfe of

this upon our minds. The infinite majefty of God, and

the unmeafurable diftance at which he is removed from all

created weaknefs, is often fpoken of in fcripture with ad-

miration of his condefcenfion : Pfal. viii. 3, 4. •' When
" I confider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon
" and the Itars which thou hafi: ordained ; what is man,
" that thou art mindful of him ? and the fon of man, that

*' thou vifiteft him ?" Under a deep impreffion of the

fame great truth, Solomon fays, 2 Chron. vi, 18, " But
" will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth ?

" behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot con-

" tain thee ; how much lefs this houfe which I have built ?"

Is not, ihen, fome fervor of affetlion due to the greatnefs

and glory of that God whom we worfhip ? Our affedions

lliould always, in their ftrength and exertion, be in pro-

portion to their objedt, its dignity and worth. Indiffer-

ence and careleffnefs, in an inferior towards a fiiperior, is

always counted a mark of difdain. We naturally fup-

pofe, that thofe in great and high Rations ought to be ap-

proached with reverence, and folicited in the humblelt

manner, by their inferiors, who hope to Ihare in their

bounty ; and the more exalted the perfon, the more fub-

miffive the pollure, and the more earned the fupplication.

Much more ought this to take place between God and us.

On this account it is, probably at leaft on this amongit

others, that indifference and coldnefs in religion is repre-

fented as peculiarly the object of divine deteitation : Rev.

iii. 15, 16. " I know thy works, that thou art neither cold

*' nor hot •• I would thou wert cold or hot. So then be-

" caufe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will

*' fpue thee out of my mouth."

2. Our own great unworthinefs, who are the objedfs

of divine love, and admitted to this facred intercourfe,

lliould powerfully excite us to fervency in pleading. This
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is precifely a counterpart to the former confideration, and
greatly flrengthens the conclufion. Even the highefi: of

the I'pirits above, niofr eminent in knowledge and fandlity,

who ftand neareilto the throne of God, we are told, cover

their faces with their wings, as loft in refpedl and wonder,
when they look to hi in who dwells in inacceffible light.

How much more '' man, who is a worm, and the fon of
" man, who is a worm, whofe foundation is in the dull,

" who dwells in houfes of clay, and is crufhcd before the

" moth !" Accordingly, in fome of the examples we have
of the niofl importunate pleading and wreflling in prayer,

this is the very difficulty which feems to ftand in the way,
and requires the greatell eflbrts of holy boldnefs to over-

come
; as in the account we have ofAbraham's interceffion

tor devoted Sodom, Gen. xviii. 27. " And Abraham an-
" fwered and faid, Behold now, I have taken upon me to

" fpeak unto the Lord, which am but dull and afhes." And
again, in the 3 2d verfe, '* And he faid, Oh let not the Lord
" be angry, and I will fpeak yet but this once : Peradven-
*' ture ten fliall be found there. And he faid, I will not'
" deftroy it for ten's fake."

But, my brethren, I befeech you remember, it is not

our frail nature, and limited powers only, that point out

our unworthinefs ; but our guilt and impurity, fo oppofite

and fo odious to the divine nature. This, 1 have ihown
you in the preceding difcourfe, is one of the greatell hin-

derances of our accefs to God in prayer. And may we not

Iky, How fuitable, how necelTarv is it, thar, in order to

keep us ftill deeply humble, God fliould fometimes cover

himfelf with a cloud, and exercife the finner with ftrong

crying and tears, before he will vouchfafe the intimations

of his love ? This reafon will be felt, and that the moll

lenfibly by the beft and mofl dutiful of his children, as

their fan£lification continues imperfedl fo long as they are

here below. How fliould a fenfe of guilt and mifery at

once increafe our felf-abafement, anil add to the earneft-

nefs ot our dcfires ! There cannot be a jufter dcfcription,

both of our iiate and duty, where mifery and weaknefs

confpii'e in fliowing the neceflity and difficulty of wrell-

ling with God, than the apoRle hath given us, Rom. \'\\u
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26. " Likewife the Spirit alfo helpetli our infirmities : for

" we know not what we fhould pray for as we ought : but

'' the Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion for us with groanings

*' which cannot be uttered."

3. The duty and reafonablenefs of wreflling and im-

portunity in prayer, appears from the intftirnable value of

the mercies to be obtained. Should there not be a pro-

portionable (Irength of defire to t'le worth of the bleffings

in profpedl? Now, who can compute the value of the di-

vine iavor, and all its happy effects ? and therefore wh(|!»<

can compute the guilt of indiflerence, and the neceffity of

fervor in afking it ? The blefiings of falvation in general

are in their nature and fource imfpeakable, and in their

duration without end.—On the one hand, deliverance

from everlalling mifery, from die wrath of an almighty

and incenfed God. True it is, that thofe who are but yet

in die way muft be very unable to form jufl conceptions of

this. But we may in general conclude, from the glory of

creating power, which is in fo many inflances difplayed

before our eyes, how fearful a thing it mud be to be the

monuments of the vengeance of fuch a God. He who is

mighty to make and fave, is alfo mighty to dedroy. This

is particularly felt by the finner, when humbled by con-

viction ; and in every inward confli6l there is a repetition

of the fame diftrefs, as it arlfes from the fame caufe.

On the other hand, what muff be the value of everlafl-

ing happinefs in the prefence and the enjoyment of God !

How bleffed, beyond exi)reflion, muft the believer be when

the fulnefs of the divine benignity, of which we have

now accefs to tafte only fome fmaller and more diftant

ftreams, lliall be the portion of the foul ! What fupplica-

tions fliould we not make, when w^e are affured, that im-

portunity may obtain lb rich a treafure ! And let me add,

how valuable prefent fellowfhip and communion with God,

which is the earneft and foretafle of complete deliverance

from the one, and the eternal unchangeable pofiefllon of

the other? Say now, my brethren, is it not juft and rea-

fonable, that thefe blcHings fliould be defired with ardor,

and fought with importunity ? What fervent language

have we from die fcripture-fainls upon this fubjeft ! Pfal,

Vol. L 3 ^
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xlii. 1, 2. " As the hart panteth after the water-brooks,

" fo panteth my foul after thee, O God. My foul thirlleth

*' for God, for the living God : when ihall I come and
" appear before God ?" Pfal. Ixiii. 1,2. " O God,
" thou art my God, early will I feek thee • my foul thirll-

" eih for thee, my tlcih longeth for thee in a dry and
" thirdy land, where no water is ; to fee thy power and
" thy glory, fo as I have feen thee in the fanftuary." Is

i,t any wonder that there ihould be often trials and conflifts

in the way to fo honorable a relation, and fo happy a flate ?

What is cheaply obtained, is commonly etleemed of little

worth. Is it to be expectc^d, then, that God fliould prolli-

tute the bleJiings of his love to cold and difdainiul petitions,

to lukewarm and indifferent petitioners ? And are there

not alas ! too many who '' aflc and have not, becaufe they

" aflv amifs," who, by their feeble and heartlefs demands,

do juftify, and, if I may ufe fuch an expreflion, even fo-

licit a refufal I

III. Vv^e proceed to the third thing propofed in the

method ; which was. To point out the great advantages

which flow from wrellling with God. Thefe in confe-

quence of what hath been already faid, may be confider-

ed as all centring in one point, ijiz. its power and effi-

cacy in procuring the bleffings. Nothing can be faid

Wronger on the benefit of wreftling with God, than that

we fliall aifaredly prevail. The fuccefs of Jacob's wrefl-

ling is recorded in the paflage immediately following the

text, verfes 27, 2B, 29. " And he faid unto him, What
" is thy name ? And he faid Jacob, And he faid. Thy
" name ihall be called no more Jacob, but Ifrael : for as

" a prince had thou power with God and with men, and
" halt prevailed. And Jacob afked him, and faid, Tell

" me, I pray thee, thy name. And he faid, Wherefore
" is it that thou doll allc after my name r and he blelfed

" him there." But that I may iliuilrate this a little in a

pra6tical manner, obferve, that the efficacy of wreflling

with God in prayer, appears from the three following con-

fideratio'ns.



Fer'oency and Importunity in Prayer. 4^1

T . It prepares and difpofes the people of God for re- *

ceiving his mercies, and in Ibme cafes is itfelf the atTtual

polfefTion of them. Every part of the divine conduct to-

wards his faints is full of wifdom, and full of grace. One
reafon M'-hy he who knows our wants, requires us to pray,

is, that we may be prepared for a profitdble fupply. We
may alfo reft aiTured, that he will not delay his interpofi-

tion one moment beyond the fitteft feafon. Now, that

ardent prayer, wreftling, and importunity with God, is the

bed preparation for receiving his mercies, is plain, both

in refpedt of worth and capacity. It may feem, indeed,

improper to fpeak of any fitnefs as to worth for receiving

the divine mercies, which are all free and unmeritted on
our part, however dearly purchafed on the part of our

ibrety. But, my brethren, v/ith due caution, we may
alfo take in this confideration, the rather that it is in the

exercife of prayer that this fitnefs is obtained : which
plainly fliews, that it cometh from God, that it is his own
gift, and his own work. Is not that perfon the fitter for

deliverance from diftrefs of any kind, and for the commu-
nications of divine favor, who is wholly emptied of him-

felf, truly and deeply humbled, brought prortrate before

the Divine Majefty, convinced and fatisfied of the vanity

of all created enjoyments, and breathing after God, as his

fole refuge and confolation, which he will not, and cannot

forego ?

May we not"alfo fay, that he is much more fit, than one,

on the other hand, who flies from God with impatient com-

plaints, or fullen difdain ; or who, without aflcitig help

from Gibove, when one earthly comfort fails him, cleaves

the clofer to another ? The great, if not the only end of

divine correction, is, to weaken the power of fm, to make
us feel the vanity of the creature, and to break every at-

tachment to the world that Is inordinate and exceffive.

When this end is obtained, therefore, muft not the rod be

withdrawn ? and will not this promife be certainly ac-

compliflied ? that the Lord will " appoint unto them that

" mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for aflies, the

" oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praife for the

" fpirit of heavinefs, that they might be called trees of
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^'^ rightcoufnefs, the planting of the Lord, that be might
*' be glorified;'* If. Ixi. 3. If we look into the fcripture

qualifications for receiving the conitr.unications of divine

love, we (hall iind the chief of them to be, the earneftnefs

of our own defires : If. Iv. i. " Ho, every one that thirll-

*' eth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money ;

*' come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk
*' without money, and without price."

Further, wreiUing and importunity in prayer gives a

capacity of relifhing the mercies of God. They are then,

and not till then in the fame degree, truly mercies, ear-

nellly defired, innnitely prized. It is a common and

beaten remark. That the worth of any mercy is never

known till we are deprived of it. There is great accefs

to obferve this in the Chrillian life, not only in its begin-

ning, but in every ftep of its progrefs. O how refrefliing

is the intimation of pardon to a convinced fmner, who
haih long trembled through fear of wrath, or to the be-

liever, who hath long groaned under a fpirit of bondage !

O how ravifhing is a fenfe of divine love to that child or

God who hath long complained of the hiding of his Father's

face ! When, aiter he hath been loll on a fea of temptati-

ons, one wave or billow following clofe upon the back of

another, he is at laft received into a peaceful haven ! the

everlasting arms ?irQ ftretched round about him, the/aith-

fuljiess of God is his /hield and buckler, -/nd the flrength

of the Almighty his impregnable lecurity ? There is no
luch flayednefs or compofure of mind as after a variety of

trials. The exercifed Chriftian has tried and thrown wwv^y

every broken reed, one after another ; he hath found the

vanity of every refuge of lies ; and hath fettled his hope
OQ the immoveable foundation of the Rock of ages, which
fliall never fail.

I added, in entering on this particular, that wreftling

and importunity in prayer is in many cafes itfelf the pof-

feilion of the very mercies we dcfire. It is the exercife

of almoil every gracious difpofition. To increafe in fanc-

tification, to Iiave his graces llrengthened, and his corrup-

tions fubchied, is the habitual and j^rcvaiMng defire of ever)^

real believer. But how can .this be more efftflually.cb-



Fervency and Importunity in Prayer, 473

tained than by fervent prayer ? How, and where, can

any gracious difpofition be either more improved and

ftrcnglhened, or more clearly dilcerned, than when it is

in exercife. Faith, love, penitential Ibrrow, truil, and

refignation, are the very diipofitlons efTential to a wredling

believer. Perhaps fome will fay, True indeed ; but they

are only attempting to (lievv themfelves, often difcovering

their v/eaknefs, fometimes yielding to their oppofues.

Alas ! fays the Chriftian, my faith is often over-matched

with unbelief, and my love contradicled by impatient com-

plaints : what is my penitential forrow but weeping over

a hard heart ? my trull and refignation is but a Ihort-lived

promile : in a little time my courage tails, and I am ready

to tremble at the falling of a leaf. But my dear brethren,

is not the importunate wrefller maintaining the confli6l,

irdtead of yielding to the llream ? and how infinitely pre-

ferable are his hours of deepeft anguifh to that flothfui and

unequal conduct to be obferved in many lecure and for-

mal Ghriflians ! It is alio certain, that many time:j de-

liverance cornes unlooked for. As the Pfalmill fays, that

\v\\\\\i he v;;as mufing the fire burned ; fo it frequently

happens, that a gracious God, vifits diflreffed fouls, even

when they leaft expert it, with the joy of his ialvation,

and caufeth the bones which he hath broken to rejoice.

2. The efficacy of importunate prayer appears from

)
the promifes of fuccefs which are annexed to it in fcrip-

ture. I muft-lrere begin by obferving, that tliere are

many commands in the word of God to pray, to pray

without ceafmg, to continue inilant in prayer. Now,

every command to pray, contains in it a promifc ot a gra-

cious anfwer from the hearer of prayer. It necefiarily

implies it. The trudi of God is a pledge and fecurity

for it. He would not deceive us widi vain hopes, or put

us upon a fruitlefs attempt : for he is not a man, that he

Ihould lie. But belides this general confideration, there

are many exprefs promifes particularly to the earncAnels

and importunity of the defire : Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5. " ^t?.^

*' if thou crieft after knowledge, and liftcll up thy voice
,

*' for underftanding ; if thou feekell her as filver, and

" fearchefl for her, as for hid treafures : then flialt thou
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*' unJerlland the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge
" of God." See alfo the parable of the iinportunate widow,

and the unjtill: judge, Luke xviii. i, which concludes

thus, ver. 7- " And Ihall not God avenge his own eledt,

" which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long
*' with them ?"

Let me beg your attention to another paflage recorded

In the 17th chapter of Matthew, where there was brought

to our Saviour a pofl'eiled perfon, whom his difciples could

not cure : ver. 19, 20, 21. " Then came the difciples to

" Jefus apart, and faid. Why could not we call him out ?

*' And Jefus faid unto them, Becaufe of your unbelief:
*' for verily I fay unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of

" rauftard-feed, ye ihall fay unto this mountain, Remove
*' hence to yonder place, and it fliall remove ; and nothing
" iliall be impofTible unto you. Ilowbeit, this kind goeth

" not out, but by prayer and fafling." This paflage is

fomewhat remarkable, and entirely to our prefent purpofe.

It fliaws, that in the cecononiy of divine grace, there are

fome mercies that may be obtained by lefs, and fome that

'

require more earnefl: and fervent prayer- This fpecies of

devils, it feems, would not yield to the fame influence

that others did. See only further James v. 16. '' Confei's

" your faults one to another, and pray one for another,

" that ye may be healed : The effedlual fervent prayer of

" a righteous man availeth much."

3. In the /ast place. The fame thing appears from the

daily experience of the people of God, and many memo-
rable examples of the eflTicacy of prayer. I might cite a

great number of thefe to you from the holy fcriptures,

which are not only a facred repofitory of divine trutli, but a

hi (lory of divine Providence. You may take the (q\v

following inflances. Abraham's intercelfcry prayer for

Sodom, in which that ancient patriarch, honored with

the glorious title of the friend of Gody was allowed to

plead with him, to repeat and lU'ge his rec]ue(l, as well as

to llrengdien it with arguments. > It is true, it faved not

the whole city from deftruftion ; yet was it heard in every

part of it, {iccording to its tenor. Nay, even thougii the

ten righteous, which was his lowed fuppofitionj were npx'
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found in it ; yet the few righteous that were there, were

not involved in the general calamity, but fuficred to efca]:^e.

Take alfo the example of Elias, as cited by the apoftls

James, chap. v. 17, 18. '* Elias was a man fubjed to like

" paflions as we are, and he prayed earnelUy that it might

" not rain : and it rained not on the earth by the fpace of

'* three years and fix months. And he prayed again, and
" the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her

"' fruit.*' See the cafe of Daniel, recorded in the 2d chap-

ter of that book, particularly the 17th, i8th and 19th verfes

of that chapter, where you will learn, that, by the united

prayer of Daniel and his companions, the fecret of the

king's dream was communicated to them in a revelation

from heaven. 1 only add the inftance recorded Matth.

XV. 21, and downwards, where the woman of Canaan ^o

importunately prefles her requelf, and at laft receives this

anfwer: ver. 28. " Then Jefus anfwered and faid unto
*' her, O woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee even
*' as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from
*' that very hour.

I might eafily mention many more recent examples of

the efficacy of prayer ; but thofe which have been already

produced are abundantly fufficient. The truth is, I am
l)eriuaded that every ferious Chriftian is able to recollect

examples of it from his own experience ; and furely they

are of all others moll inexcufable, who reP.rain prayer be-

fore God, after-they have known the unfpeakable benefit

which flows from it.

IV. Let us now make fome pra£\ical improvement of

what hath been faid on this fubjecl. And,
I. Suffer me to improve what hath been faid, for the

conviction and reproof of thofe who are habitually un-

mindful of this important duty. Alas ! my brethren, what

reaibn have we to complain of the neglect of wrtltling,

and want of importunity in prayer ! Is not the language

itfelf become unfafliionable, and liable to fcorn ? As a

perfon as eminent in flation as in piety once faid, " Men
•' have now devifed a fmooth and eafy way to heaven,

" quite confiftent with the fpirit of the world, in which
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" temptations and fpiritual conflids, and inward trials,
*' are unknown." But be allured, however changeable we
are in our lancy and inclination, the word of God abideth,
lor ever. Tiiere is very great reafon to fear, nay there is

good ground to afjirin, that thole who are llrangers to

v/reiUing with God in prayer, are fleeping in fecurity,

and under the dominion of fm. You will hy perhaps,
you live at eafe aud undifturbcd. It may be fo, and it is

io much the Vv'orfe ; for the prince of this world, will always
confult the peace and quietnefs of his own fubje6ts.

1 would earneflly intreat every hearer of the gofpel to

iufier this reproof to enter into his mind, as it is what can
be certainly known only to God and your own fouls.

Though there is fufFicient outward evidence of the gene-
ral ncglciSl of this duty, how far any pcrfon is particular-
ly guilty, mud be left to the determination of his own
conicience, and the judgment of him who feeth and fearch-
eth the heart. If there is any among you who habitually
defpiieth prayer, who makes every little bufinefs, every
little indilpolition or lazinefs of mind, an excufe for ne-

'

glecting or poftponing it : if there are any who fatisfy

themfelves with a dead curfory formality in duty ; who
call in quellion the reality of communion with God in
others, bccaulc they are Ih-angers to it themfelves; with-
out all doubt they have great caufe to fear, that they are in
the' gall of bitternefs, and in the bund of iniquity. Tell
me, what is the reafon of your backwardnefs to drawing
near to God ? Is it not, that you are afraid of coming
into his jKefence .? Is it not, that you cannot bear the

opening of your hearts ? Is it not from fome dark jea-

louly and fulpicion, that all is not right with you, though
you had rather cover than confefs it .^ My earnefl prayer
to God is, that though you keep at a diitancc from him, he
inay not keep at a dillance from ) ou ; that he may, by
his Spirit, convince you of your danger, and, in great

mercy, deliver you from this miferable Hate.

2. You may learn, from what' has been faid, one great

caufe of the low flate of religion, and the barrcnnefs of or-

dinances among us at prefent. It is die negle(51: of prayer,^

and tJiat many, though they may condcfccnd to afl^, yet'
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do not think it worth their while to wreftle for the bleffin^.

The profane are not the only perfons juftly chartreable

with a failure in this part of their duty. Many real Ghrif-

tians are apt to llacken their diligence in this important

exercife, and many often read their fm in their punifh-

ment. But is it not very wonderful, my brethren, that

thofe who have once tafted that the Lord is gracious, who
have known the fweetntfs of communion with God, Ihould

ever lofe it by their own indifference and backwardnefs

to maintain it ? Yet here we muft, of neceffity, lay the

blame. We muft: IHII fay, in juftification of his proce-

dure, If. lix. I, 2. " Behold, the Lord's hand is not fhort-

" ened, that it cannot fave : neither his ear heavy, that it

" cannot hear. But your iniquities have feparated be-
*' tween you and your God, and your fins have hid his

*' face from you, that he will not hear." It feems to ap-

pear from the experience of Chriilians, that God is jealous

of their treatment of his love, and deeply refents the alien-

ation of their affeflions ; and therefore, to have fenfible

joy in him, and to walk in the comfort of the holy Ghoft:,

which is fo great a privilege, cannot be preferved without

tlie greateft watchfulnefs on their part, and the greatefl:

conftancy in prayer.

3. Suffer me now, in a few words, to exhort every per*

fon in this allembly, and in particular thofe who have fo

lately renewed their engagement to God, over the fym-
bols of the broken body and ilied blood of Chrift, to give

themfelves unto prayer. Of what ufe is your being ad-

mitted to this facred table, if it do not incline you to live

nearer to God in the habitual tenor of your life ? This is

the very privilege which we obtain by the blood of Chrifl,

that we have accefs with boldnefs and confidence through

the faith of him. This is the very advantage that we ob-

tain by his continual interceffion before the throne, Heb.

iv. 14, 16. " Seeing then that we have a great high pri eft,

" that is paffed into the heavens, Jefus the Son of God,
*' let us hold faft our profelfion. Let us therefore come
*' boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
*' mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Again,

have you not devoted your lives to the fervice of Cod ?
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have you not promifed to keep his commandments ? How
do you expc6t to fulfil your promife ? Are you not ready

U) fay, ' Not unlefs he be pleafed himfelf to preferve and
* keep me ; not unlefs he put his Spirit within me, and
* write his laws in my heart ?' And do you not know,
that he hath faid, '' Yet for all thefe things will I be en-
" quired of by the houfe of liVael to do it for them :" I

will afk you one quellion more. Do you not know that

you are yet in an evil world ? Do you not know what va-

riety of temptations and fufierings you may )'et be expofed

to ? How fliall you bear up under trials ; how Ihall you
" glorify God in the day of vifitation," if you Hve habitu-

ally at a diftance from him ? Chriflians, it is to him you
lauft. look when trouble cometh upon you. All other re-

fuge will loon fail : and vanity, vanity, be feen written

upon the creature. But with what confufion muft you
then lift up your eyes to him, if you forget him in profpe-

rity ! Therefore let me befeech you, in the moft earned

manner, to renew your diligence in the exercife of pray-

er. In a particular manner, I muft recommend this ex-

'

ercife to young perfons. You, my dear brethren, are

expofed to many dangers, your ftrength fmall, your ex-

perience little, your knowledge irnperfeft. Live a life of

jirayer, and dependance upon God. Daniel and his

companions were young perfons, yet mighty in prayer :

therefore learn it early, praftife it diligently, and wait

upon it habitually and conftantly. Hear what the prophet

iays in commendation of it, lia. xl. 29, 30, 31. "He
" giveth power to the faint ; and to them that have no
" might, he increafeth ftrength. Even the youths fliall

*' faint and be weary, and the young men fliall utterly

" fall. But they that wait upon the Lord fliall renew
"their ftrength : they ihall mount up with wings as ea-

*' gles, they Ihall run and not be weary, and they fliall

" walk and not faint."

4. I fliall conclude the fubjedl, by giving you two or

three diredions for the prefervation and improvement of

the fpiritual life ; and particularly for enabling you to

perfevere.with uniformity and comfort in the exercife of

prayer, '
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1. Be watchful and circumfped in the whole of your

converfation. Let it be your great aim, to keep con-

fciences void of ofFence towards God and towards man.

Prayer and watchfuhiefs have a reciprocal influence upon

one another. Negledt of prayer will make you yield to

temptation, and the indulgence of fin will make you afraid

to pray. But habitual watchfulnefs will carry you with

comfort to God, at the hour of prayer, both in thank-

fulnefs for pad mercies, and reliance on him for future

flrength.

2. Obferve with attention the courfe of his providence

towards you. Enumerate his mercies to you in profperi-

ty, adore his righteous will in adverfity. Let this be the

work, not only of particular feafons, but of every day.

This will at once fliew you the neceflity, and abundantly

fupply the matter of prayer. F you do otherwife, you will

go to prayer without any clear and determinate views of

what you are to pray for, and then it is no wonder that it

degenerate into a lifelefs form. Once more,

3. Be much employed in interceffion for others. This

noble teflimony of Chriftian love, has the moll powerful

influence in warming the heart, and enlivening the affec-

tions in prayer. It happens frequently, that thofe who
have hardly a word to fay for themfelves, and whofe de-

iires are quite heavy and languid as to what regards their

own interell, no fooner come to fupplicate for others, than

they are enabled to pour out their whole fouls before God
with the greatefi: fulnefs of expreffion, and enlargement of

affection ; as if it were the purpofe of God, to invite us t®

this exercife, by honoring it with a particular mark of his

acceptance and approbation. Oh that it would pleafe God
to revive among profeffing Chriftians a fpirit of prayer,

that when they cannot unite in fentiment, they may unite

in prayer ; that when impiety and immorality are bold

and infolent, they may oppofe them by prayer ; and that

when they are flandered, infulted, or abufed by their ene-

mies, they may find unfpeakable comfort in imitating

their dying Saviour, loving them that hate them, blefling

them that curfe them, and praying for them who defpite-
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fully life them and perfecute them. I conclude with th«

words of the apoflle Jude. ver. 24, 25, " Now unto him
' that is able to keep you from falling, and to prefent you
' faultlefs before the prefence of his glory with exceeding
' joy, to the only wife God, our Saviour, be glory and
' majefly, dominion and power, both now and ever.

Amen."
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OBEDIENCE and SACRIFICE COMPARED.

SERMON 13.

I SAIVIUEL, XV. 2 2.

Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacri-

fices, as in obeying the voice of the LordP Behold, to cbei/

is better than sacrifice; audio hearken, than the Jat of
rams.

THAT obedience is due to God from all his intelH-

gent creatures, I Ibppofe none here prefent will

deny. It is the original unchangeable law of creation,

which every after difcovery ferved not to undetermine,

but to fupport and confirm. It was the religion of man
in his primitive flate of innocence ; and it fhall be the

religion of heaven, when we fliall fee our Maker as he is.

The very excellence of truth itfelf lies in its influence on
holinefs, and the very purpofe of every facred inftitution

is to form our minds to a habit of obedience and fubjecli-

on to the will of God.

In the mean time it is of the utmofl: moment, that we
have clear and jufl conceptions of the nature and princi-

ples of obedience, and that we guard againfl: the errors

that are often committed on this fubject. Some, from a

partial or exceffive attachment to one branch of duty, are

apt to difparage another ; and fome are apt to make a me-
rit of their zeal and diligence in one duty, as if it would
procure indulgence for them in the wilful neglecl of ano-
ther. From the language in the remarkable paflage of

fcripture which I have chofen for my text, it is plain, that
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facrifices, or the outward worfhip of God, are fometimcs

made a cover for the negleft of obedience. Nor are there

wanting other paflages where complaints are brought

againft the fame miftake. On the other hand, this pafiage

where the text lies, and another expreffion a-kin to it in

the gofpel, " I will have mercy, and not facrifice," have

been grofsly mifapplied, to bring contempt upon every

pofitive inftitution, and even upon the whole exercifes of

piety ; and that by fuch perfons as do very little honor

either to themfelves or their opinions, by the perfection

of their obedience. I have chofen thefe words, with a

view to the information and convidion of both thefe forts

of perfons, and for the inllru6lion and edification of thofe

who defire to walk in the ftraight path of duty, without

turning to the right hand or to the left. In difcourfing

further upon them, I propofe,

I. To open a little, and make a few remarks on the hif-

tory which gave occafion to the words of the prophet.

II. To fhew in what refpeCt it is, that obedience is op-

pofed and preferred to facrifice, or jufily called better^ as'

in the words of the text.

III. In the laft place, To make fome application of the

fubjeft.

I. First, then, I am to open a little, and make a few

remarks upon the hiflory which gave occafion to the Vvords

of the prophet. This will be the more proper, that the

fetting this part of the facred (lory in a clear light, will

both afford us fome excellent inilru<5tions, and alfo obviate

the cavils of unreafonable men. The people called Ama-
lekitea were derived, and had their name, from one ATiia-

leky the fon of Efau'seldell fon Eliphaz, by a concubine.

(Gen. xxxvi. 12.) The firfl mention we have made of

them as a people, was their being engaged in a very im-

juft war with the children of Ifrael. (Ex. xvii. 8.) This

provoked God to determine, or at lead upon this occafion

he was pleafed to intimate, their being devoted to utter

defl.ru6lion ; as Exod. xvii. 14, 15, 16. " And the Lord
"• faid unto Mofes, Write this for a memorial in a book,
*' and rehearfe it in the ears of Joihua : for I will utterly
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" put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.
'* And Mofes built an altar, and called the name of it

" Jehovah nifh. For he faid, Becaufethe Lord hath fworn,

" that the Lord will have war with Amalek from genera-
" tion to generation."

The injullice and impiety of this action of the Amale-
kites, which provoked God, not only to threaten, but to

fwear their deilruClion, may be learned from the account,

of this matter given us in Deut. xxv. 17, i8,- 19. " Re-
''' member what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when
" ye were come- forth out of Egypt : how he met thee by
" the way, and fniote the hindmofi: of thee, even all that
" were feeble behind thee, when thou wafl faint and wea-
" ry ; and he feared not God. Therefore it fliall be, when
" the Lord thy God hath given thee reft from all thine
" enemies round about, in the land which the Lord thy
*' God giveth thee for an inheritance to pofTefs it, that

" thou llialt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from
*' under heaven ; thou flialt not forget it." From this it

appears, that the Amalekites attacked the Ifraelites un-

provoked, and without any caufe ; for the Ifraelites nei-

ther intended to poffefs themfelves of their country, nor

were they fo much as pafiing by their borders, which
might have given them fome caufe of fufpicion. With-
out any thing of this fort, they came out of their own
country to attack the Ifraelites in the wildernefs, either

in confequence-of the old grudge between Efau and Jacob,

or from a principle of covetoufnefs, to feize upon the

riches which they heard the children of Ifrael had brought

out of Egypt.

It is further obferved, that they cut off diofe that were
faint and weary, when the diftrefled condition of that peo-

ple feemed rather to call for compaffion and help. This
was unjufl and cruel ; and difcovers them to have been a

favage and profligate people ; efpecially if one circum-

ftance more be taken notice of, that they did all this in

open defiance and contempt of God. They had no doubt

heard, that he interelled himfelf in a particular manner
in the prefervation of the Ifraelites, and was, in a literal

fenfe, their king and governor ; and therefore it is faid
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particularly, ver. 18, of the laft cited paflage, that the

Amakkites "feared not God." Is there any thing abfurd

or unfuitable to the majelly of the King of kings, in his

declaring he would have war with fuch a [people from ge-

neration to generation, and at lafl deflroy them, as he

certainly foreknew that they would not grow better, but

worfe and worfe ?

Let us not omit to obferve the long-fufFering and pati-

ence of God. It was not till fome hundreds of years af-

terwards, that orders were ilfued out to put the fentence

in execution againlt that people, when they had filled up
the nieafure of their iniquities, and were ripe for judgment.

This appears evidently from the hints of their charader
given in the chapter where the text lies. They are cal-

ied» verfe 18, "the fmners the Amalekites," by way of

emphafis, to ihew, that they were eminently wicked above

all other people. It is no lefs evident, that their king

that ruled over them was a bloody cruel man, from the

words of Samuel to him, verfe 33, "As thy fvvord hath
" made women childlefs, fo Ihall thy mother be childlefl&

" among women." Thefe circumlhuices make it highly

probable, that this prince and his people were commonly
employed in the trade of war, in plundering and murder-
ing hich of their neighbors as they were able to fubdue.

Now, how groundlefs are all the tragical outcries of unbe-

lievers againfl this part of the hilfory of the Bible ! Is not

God the fupreme difpoler of every event ? Is not the fate

ot nations decided by his righteous will ? Is he not known
by the exercife of this his holy prerogative, " Vengeance
" is mine ; I will repay V It is inconteftable, from ma-
" ny undoubted fads in the hiftory of Providence, that
" verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth. '* Oh !

that this were confidered in time by many who are bold

enough to impeach the conduit of their Maker, to whom
one part of the charadler of the Amalekites feems very

api)licable, " They fear not God."
It will perhaps be expecledy that I fhould take particu-

lar notice of that part of the command given to Saul to

dellroy the " infants and fuckliugs," together with thofe

w ho were come to age. On this you may obferve, thatit
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v/as no more than the exercife of that abfolute right which
God hath to the lives of all his creatures. He gave them
at his pleafure, and he may recall them whenever he will.

Thofe who offer this obje6tion againil the fcripture hiflory^

do not feem to confider, that it militates equally againit

the daily and vifible courfe of Providence. Hovv many
infants do we fee daily carried off by the difeafes incident

to tha,t ftate ? Do not the half of mankind die br:fore they

grow up to the years of reafon ? Does this happen with-

out the fore-knowledge and Providence of God? or dare

any charge him with being unjuil in this part of his will ?

If we dare not prefume to go {0 far, then, the comniand-
ing the children to be cut off by the hand of man, is a mere
circumllance, that cannot alter the nature of the decree.

The fovereignty of God appears in the clearefl manner
from the whole of his written w ord, and from what hap-

pens every day before our eyes. Inftead, therefore, of

raifing prefumptuous objections againfl: fuch inftances as

this referred to in the text, it would be far more juft, as

well as dutiful, to infer from them, that we are " conceiv-
" ed in lin, and brought forth in inic]uity ;" that we lie

under an univerfal forfeiture of life, and therefore a riglite-

ous God may execute it upon us^at whatever time, and ux

whatever manner, it feems good unto himfelf.

I might alfo obferve, that if we confider the clrcum-

ftances in which thefe Amalekite children were, from the

charadter of their parents, we fhall fee, in the condui5t

of God towards them, a mixture of mercy with judgment,

1 have already obferved, from the facred hiflory, what
wicked perfons the Amalekites were. Now, fuppofing

their children left to be trained up by their parents, the

prefumption is, that they would have been formed by their

pernicious example, to murder and rapine, and all forts

of wickednefs ; and, in particular, to a hatred of the peo-

ple and God of lii-ael. This would have rendered their con-

dition infinitely more miferable than we can pollibly fup-

pole it by their being cut off in infancy, before the corn-

million of actual guilt. Have we not every day before our

eyes examples of perfons living and dying in lin, to whom
}t would have Seen a great mercv if their eves, as foon aa

Vol. i 3 P
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ever they faw the light, had been clofed up in everlafling

darknefs ? Upon the whole, we have reafon to be fully

fatisfied on every luch quellion as this, by refolvhig it in-

to the fovereingty of God ; but I have fliortly mentioned
this particular to iliow how incapable we are of forming a

proper judgment of the procedure of Divine Providence ;

and that the order to dellroy " both man and woman, in-

" fant and fuckling," when e;iven by the Lord of nature,

hath nothing in it either unjull or unmerciful.

This awful command was given to Saul, the king of

Ifrael ; which he, being fully fatisfied of its coming from
God, prepared himfelf to execute. But he and the peo-

ple, from a principle of covetoufnefs, referved what was
moll: valuable of the effefts of the Amalekites for their own
ufe, in diredl contradiiSlion to the command of God, who
had ordered the cattle and fubftance of that people alfo to

be deftroyed. This was probably done to fliow, that their

punilhment was an a6l of pure juflice, without any inten-

tion to enrich his inheritance by it. When the prophet

Samuel challenged Saul for his difobedience, he endeavors

to cover his condudl by a pretext of religion, verfe 15.
" And Saul faid, The people fpared the bed of the

" Iheep, and of the oxen, to facrifice unto the Lord thy
" God ; and the refl we have utterly dellroyed." To this

my text is the anfvver, made by Samuel, in the name of

the Lord :
" And Samuel faid, Hath the Lord as great de-

" light in burnt-offerings and facrifices, as in obeying the
'-'' voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey, is belter than facri-

''' fice ; and to hearken, than the fat of rams."

Before I proceed to the ^tTt);/^/ general head, I will make
a few obfervations on this piece of hiflory, for your inftruc-

tion.

I. How eafily are people mifled into difobedience by
their prefent interel^, or carnal inclinations ! how ready

are thefe to mix themfelves in all our adions, and to turn

what was intended as an inllance of obedience, into an a6l

of impiety and tranfgrefTion ! The children of Ifrael would
not dellroy the goodly fubllance of the Amalekites, ac-

cording to the exprefs command of God, that they might

have it to themfelves ; though it is remarkable, that^they



Obedience and Sacrifice compared. 487

do not appear from the hiftory to have made any difBcnlty

in executing what was by far the harueft part of the com-

mand, liiz. the flaying of man and woman, infant and

fiickUng, that fell into their hands. Agag, indeed, and

him only, they excepted, perhaps to grace their triumph,

or from fome other felfifli motiv^e. Intereft feems to have

prevailed here ; but there are other paffions alfo which too

often mix themfelves with our religion. Malice and an-

ger, for example, and a defire of revenge, are often feen

to intermingle themfelves with our zeal for the glory of

God, and convert one of the moll amiable virtues into a

detellable crime.

2. You may obferve how natural it is for people, when
challenged for any fault, to lay the blame of it upon others,

even when there is little profpedl of hiding their own guilt,

*' But the people," fays Saul, ver. 21, " took of the fpoil,

" fheep and oxen, the chief of the things which fhould
*' have been utterly deftroyed." Whereas, though no

doubt they were alfo in the fault, he was much more guilty

than they. He had received the particular command
from God : he was king and leader of the people, and
ought to have reftrained them from acting contrary to the

divine purpofe. This, however, he was fo far from fo

much as attempting, that he is fpoken of as confenting to,

and a chief a6tor in the offence, ver. 9. " But Saul and
" the people fpared Agag, and the bell of the flieep and of

" the oxen." This difpofition feems to be as old as fm
itfelf ; for we fee it in the cafe of Adam, after eating the

forbidden fruit: Gen. iii. 11,12. " Hafl thou eaten of

" the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou fhouldfl

" not eat ? And the man faid. The woman whom thou
" gavefl to be with me, fhe gave me of the tree, and I did
" eat." We ought to be humbled for it, as a part of the

corruption of our nature, which is not only prone to the

commiflion of fin, but backward to repentance or con-

felTion.

3. We may fee it is no unufual thing for men to ima-

gine they have been obedient to God even in that very

adlion by which they have in a remarkable manner fhowii

their difobedience. This was plainly the cafe with Saul,
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whom we find maintaining and infiding upon his inno-

cence, ver. 20. " And Saul faid unto Samuel, Yea, I

" have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have gone the
" way which the Lord fent me, and have brought Agag
*' the king of Amalek, and have utterly deftroyed the
" Amalekites." Where ever any duty, in its fubftance,

in its circumRances, or even in its principle, varies from
the rules laid down for it in the word of God, it is tffen-

tially defective ; and wl.ere the fault is capital it becometh
a fm. This, I believe, will be ahvays found to be the cafe

where merit is pleaded from human performances. True
obedience is always humble, and fenfible of the imperfec-

tions attending it. Oftentatious obedience, if it were for

110 other reafon, is an ?bomination in the fight of God.
4. How often does it happen, that the excufes for fin

are the aggravations of it ! It feemed to Saul, that he had
fully juftified his condu^l by faying, that he fpared of the

bell of the fpoil, to facrifice unto the Lord. M there was
no fuch thing in his or the people's mind, when they de-

parted from their conimiflion, then it was a fearful aggra-

vation of his fin, to add to it the guilt of fallhood and hy-

pocrify ; nor did it feem to want impiety, to pretend to of-

fer facrifices from the accurfed fubllance of that devoted

race. If, o\\ the other hand, they really Irom the begin-

ning intended to prefent a part of the fpoil as. a facrifice to

God, it fliovvs the great deceitfulnefs of fin, which fuggefted

this unholy compofition, and made them think, that their

difobedience might be atoned for by a gift at the altar.

Many like inflances might be given in which the excufes

for fin are an addition to the guilt. There are not want-

ing fome who, cither in a doubtful or explicit manner,
would lay the blame of their fins upon their Maker, and
impute to the influence of his providence what belongs to

the freedom of their own wills. At the fame time, it is

very remarkable, though melancholy to refleft upon, that

thoie excufes for fin which carry in them the molt daring

profanity, are commorily moll Itupifying to the confcience.

Such is the flate of all thole who fortify themlelves in an

evil pracl:ice, by embracing loofe principles, who, havin<j

iirft given way to unbridled inclination in the breach vf
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GocVs lav/s, ileel themfelves againft convlclion and repen-

tance, by a denial of his truth.

5. How great is the folly of men who hope to atone

for their difobedience by any compenfation, but particu-

larly by religious rites ! Saul and his people, whatever

were their views at firfl, feem to have hoped that they

might efcape the punifliment of difobedience by offering

facrifices. There feems to have been a tendency to this

among the Jews, in genera!, in after times ; and it is the

miPraken hope of hypocrites in every age. But how ma-

nifeft is the error ! how grofs is the delufion ! Sacrifices,

and all afts of worfliip, derive their very beauty and ex-

cellence from the difpofition of the v/orfliipper. Solomon
tells us, Prov. xv. 8, " The facrifice of the wicked is an
"• abomination to the Lord ; but the prayer of the upright

" is his delight." How abfurd and contradictory, how
dilhonorable to God, is it, for the fame perfon to be a zea-

lous worfliipper and a wicked liver, a man fervent in prayer

and deceitful in dealing, heavenly in his language and fen-

lual in his heart ! One would think the dreadful inconfif-

tency of fuch a condudl would alarm the moft drowfy con-

fcience ; but God, in righteous judgment, gives up to a

fpirit of Ilumber, that they may be the ilandard of punilii-

nient for the greatefl finners, who fliall be appointed their

portion " with hypocrites and unbelievers, in the lake that

*' burns with lire and brimflone for evermore."

II. I PROCEED to the fecond thing propofed; which was,

To fhow in what refpedls it is that obedience is oppofed

and preferred to facrifice, or jullly called better^ as in the

words of the text. It is not uncommon to hear this paf-

i'age produced in order to prove the value of moral above

pofitive precepts. Moral precepts, I fuppofe you know,

are precepts of perpetual and unchangeable obligation
;

and pofitive, fuch as either have not, or do not ieem to

have, any intrinfic excellence in themfelves, but depend
upon the immediate and exprefs inftitution of God. Nov/

though, no doubt, if it is done with proper care, and upon
legitimate principles, a diftinftion may be dated between

tbefe different kinds of duties : yet it is plain that this can-
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not be tlie fpirit of the pailage before us. There needs no
more to iatisfy us of this, than to reflect upon the hiltory

illuftrated above, which gave occafion to the words of tlie

prophet. That command of God, for difobedlence to

wiiich Saul was fo feverely reproved, and afterwards fo

iignally punilhed, was fo far from being in ilfelf a moral
duty antecedent to the command, that it was not merely

a pofitive, but an occafional and temporary duty ; nay,

without the exprefs appointment and authority of God, it

would have been an atrocious criniie, iiiz. " Utterly de-
'' Uroying the Amalekites, man and woman, infant and
*' fuckling." We have not therefore the lead encourage-

ment from this example to make light of any command
that is fupported by the inftitution and authority of God.
Well then, may it be faid, were not facrifices inltituted by
him ? and how does the prophet afRrm in this pailage,

that "obedience is better than Ikcrifice ?" For illullrating

this, and at the fame time guarding it again fl perverfion

and abufe, I intreat your attention to the following obfer-

\^ations.

I. Obedience is preferred to facrifices, as they were
uncommanded, free, and voluntary. If we attend to the

facrifices under the law, we fiiall find them of different

kinds ; particularly, we fliall find them diRlnguIlhed in

this refpedl, that fome of them were exprefsly and pofi-

tively ordained, and others were left to the good-will ,or

fpontaneous inclination of the oiTerer. The lirlt were

binding upon the whole of that people in the Itronged

manner, and could not be difpenfed with ; the others were

left to themfelves, as the occafion fliould point out the

propriety, and the piety or gratitude of their hearts Ihould

difpofe to the performance. It would be a great miftake

to fuppole, that the appointed fervice of the fan<^uary

might be omitted or altered by any human prudence, or

difpenfed with, even under pretence of obedience to the

moral la\v. The obfervation of the I'abbath, of circumci-

fion, of the paffover, the daily bijrnt-oficring, the annual

facrifice on the great day of expiation, the ti efpafs-oflering,

and many. others, were fo indifpcnfably neceffary, that

no oppolition was to be prcfumed or imagined between '
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them and the moral la\^^ Nay, the whole circumftances

of thefe rites were precifely fpecified, and thofe who vari-

ed any thing in the manner of their obfervation were to

be cut ofF from their people. For this fee Exodus xii.

19. : xxxi. 14, and many other pafTages. I mull further

obferve, that even with refpea to voluntary or free-will

offerings, though they were left at liberty whether they

would offer fuch at all or not ;
yet if they did offer, the

manner in which it behoved to be condufted, was ap-

pointed precifely, and they were forbidden to depart from

it, under the fame awful fanaion. You may lee the rules

laid down for peace-offerings in the 2d and 3d chapters of

Leviticus ; and for the danger of any error in attending

on them, fee Lev. vii. 20, 21. ; Lev. xvii. 8, 9. Now,

nothing can be more plain, than that the facrifices which

Saul and his people had in view to offer, or at lead pre-

tended to have had in view, were voluntary or free-will

offerings : they were no part of the regular, llated, unal-

terable fervice of the fanauary ; but might be offered or

not, as they themfelves thought proper. When you re-

member this, my brethren, you will fee with how great

juftice and force the prophet oppofes facrifices of this kind,

to obeying the voice of the Lord : " Hath the Lord as

" great delight in burnt-offerings, as in obeying the voice

" of the Lord ?" As if he had faid. Can you imagine

that God will be as well pleafed with gifts of your own

devifing, as with a ilria and punaual execution of the

orders which himfelf had given ; efpecially when the very

facrifices you would offer to him, are purchafed by the

breach of his own exprefs command ?

The words of the text having been fpoken by the Old-

Tellament prophet, and in language direaiy fnited to the

circumftances of that difpenfation, I have kept the laws

of the Mofaic oeconomy clofely in view. The fpirit how-

ever of the whole, and the truth refulting from it, belongs

as clearly and fcnfibly to us as to the fathers. We are

not to prefume to make light of any inftitution ol God,

though, either in whole or in part, of a pofiti\ e nature.

But conlidering facrifices as including all aas of worfliip,

nay all aas of religion or fervice to God, of whatever
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kind, To far ?s they are voluntar)' In their ci re uni (lances,

let us not think to put them in the room of obedience ro

his law. If any man, from this pafllige of fcripture, fhali

take liberty to defpife the fabbath, to forbear prayer in fe-

cret and in family, to negle6t the facraments or inflituted

worfiiip of God, he perverteth and wrelleth the fcripturcs,

to his own definition. On the other hand, if any per-

ibn, under pretence of extraordinary prayer, fliall neglect

his calling, if he Ihall put voluntary falls and bodily mor-
tiiication in the room of rejigntance, if he fhall make do-

nations to the poor, or to facred ufes, inftead of paying
his jull debts, to the prej.idice of olhers, it may, with

great propriety, be faid to him in the words of Samuel,
•' Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings, as in
" obeying the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obej'-, is bet-

" ter than facrifice; and to hearken, than the fat of rams."

2. Obedience is oppofed to facrifices as they are falfe

and hypocrilical. Even in thole facrifices that were moft

exprefsly appointed, and of the mod indifpenfable obliga-

tion, there might be an efiential defeft, from the inward'

difpolition not correfponding to the outward aclion. Rea-
fon, as well as fcripture, teacheth us, that in all a6ts of

vvorfhip, the fincerity of the heart makes the chief ingre-

dient. It is the prei'ogative, and the glory of God, that

he fearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins of the children

of men. Therefore, in every part of his ferxice, he re-

quires integrity and uprightnefs of heart :
" lie defireth

"' truth in the inward parrs." That I may treat this part

of the fubjeifl with the greater diflinclnefs, you may ob-

ferve, that our facrifices or worfliip may be polluted by a

two-fold hypocrify. Thefe may be called, hypocrify to-

wards God, and hypocrify towards man ; or, in other

words, inconfiilency or unfoundnefs in the character, and
difguife or infincerity in the aft of worfliip.

(i) Our facrifices may be polluted by inconfifiency or

unfoundnei's in the character. This is the cafe where
men are careful in attending upon the inlliiutions of re-

ligion, but do not make confcience of keeping the com-
mandments of God in their ordinary-converiktion ; when
they are punftual in the outward performance of the du-
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ties of the firft table of the law, but are under no rellraint

as to fins againft the fecond ; but, in a particular manner,

v/heii they are under the unhapp}^ delufion of imagining,

that the one will make atonement for the other. I believe

it will be found, that this is the meaning of many pafla-

ges of fcripture, where facrifices are fpoken of with dilre-

gard. The word of God could never be fo inconfiflent

with itfelf, as to condemn them fmiply, while the law con-

cerning them Hood in force ; but when they were offered

by wicked men, when they were refted on as the whole

of religion, or made to compenfate for the negled of mo-
ral duties, then they are fpoken of with abhorrence : Hofea

vi. 6. "• For I deiired mercy, and not facrifice ; and the

" knowledge of God, more than burnt-oflerings. But
" they like men have tranfgreffed the covenant : there
'* have they dealt treacheroufly againfl me." If. i. 10.

" Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ;
give ear

*' unto the law of your God, ye people of Gomorrah. To
" what purpofe is the multitude of your facrifices unto me?
" faith the Lord : I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams,
" and the fat of fed beafis, and I delight not in the blood of
** bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come
" to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand
" to tread my courts I Bring no more vain oblations, in-

*' cenfe is an abomination unto me, the new-moons and
*' fabbaths, the calling of affemblies, I cannot away with,

" it is iniquity, -even the folemn meeting. Your new-
*' moons, and your appointed fealb, my foul hateth : they
" are a trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. And
" v/hen ye fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes
" from you : yea, when ye make many prayers, I will

" not hear : your hands are full of blood. Wafh ye,

" make you clean, put away the evil of your doings from
" before mine eyes, ceafe to do evil, learn to do well, feek

*' judgment, relieve the oppreffed, judge the fatherlefs,

*' plead for the widow." Pfal. 1. 16. " Unto the wicked
" God faith. What hail thou to do to declare my fiatutes,

" or that thou fhouldft take my covenant in thy mouth ?"

Amos verfe 21,—24, I hate, 1 defpife your feaft-days,

" and I will not fmell in your folemn affemblies. Though
Vol, T. 3 Q.
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" ye offer me burnt-offerings, and your meat-offerings,

*' I will not accept them : neither will I regard ihe j^eace-

" offerings of your fat beafts. Take thou away from me
" the noife of thy foni^s, for I will not hear the melody of

" thy viols. But let judgment run down as waters, and
" righteoufnefs as a mighty llream."

Indeed, my brethn n, what can be more abominable,

than the worfhip of fuch perfons as live in the habitual in-

dulgence of fin ? v.fhat more provoking to God? wl.at more

prefumptuous in the finner ? And who can fufficiently

wonder at the blindnefs of all of this charaOcr ? That

their very accefs to God, which fliould increafe iheir ab-

horrence of fin, Iliould, notwirhftanding, let them at eafe

in the commiffion of it ? Will he bear more in you, think

you, than in others ? He will bear lefs. He will vifit you

I'ooner in his providence, and he will punifli you heavier

to all eternity. Things are quite oppofite to vhat you

fiippofe. Inllead of your duties rendering your fins par-

donable, your fins render your duties in fup portable.

(2) The other kind of hypocrify is, when men put on

religion as a cloak and covering on thtir wickednefs, and,

without any inward regard or fenfe of diity to God. aim

only at the praife of men, Tliis is, if pofftble, move da-

ring and j)refumptuons than the other, or rather ir. a more

advanced I'lage of the fame charci8:er. It was for this that

our Saviour fo feverely reprehendtd the Pimrlfees ; Matih.

vi. I, 2. " Take heed that ye do not your alms before

*' men, to be fecn of them : otherwife ye have no reward
"• of your Father which is in heaven. Therelbre, when
" thou doll thine alms, do not found a trumpet before thee,

" as the hypocrites do, in the fynagogues, and in the fireets,

" that they may have glory of men. Verily 1 fay unto
'' you, they have their reward." And verfe 5,

"' And
*' when thou prayefl, thou flialt not be as the hypocrites

• are : for they love to pray Handing in the fynagogues,

*' and in the corners of the firects, that they may be feen

" of men. Verily I fay unto y6u, they have their reward."

But truly this is not all. Some are not fatisfied with do-

ing things in themfelves praife-worthy from ofientatipn,

or the hope of applaufe from men, but thej endeavpr, by
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their fliining and burning zeal in fucli things, to blind the

eyes of others, and hinder them from difcovering and pa-

nilhing their fecret wickednefs : Matth. xxiii. 14. " Wo
'* unto you, fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ; for ye de-
*' vour widows houfcs, and for a pretence make long pray-
*' ers ; therefore ye fhall receive the greater damnation."

Whenever this is the cafe, it is no wonder that obedience

fliould be preferred before facrifice, and indeed fet in op-

pofition to it. You fee, however, that this is no more
than what our Saviour fays of almfgiving, which is fo emi-

nent a moral duty, but which can never find acceptance

with God, when done merely from a principle of ollenta-

tion. It is impoffihle, upon the whole, to fet this matter

in a jufter light than our Saviour has done, in fpeaking of

the fame Pharifees, Matth. xxiii. 23. '' Wo unto you,
" fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ; for ye pay tithe of
** mint and annife, and cummin, and have omitted the
*' weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
" faith : thefe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the

" other undone."

3. Obedience is oppofed to facrifices, as they are dead
2lT\<\formal. I am not at this time to mention all the ends

which an infinitely wife God intended to ferve by the ap-

pointment of facrifices : but every one mufi: be fenfible,

that they could be of no avail without taking in the prin-

ciple from which they were brought, and the temper and
difpofition of the ofFcirer. There was no doubt very much
of outward form in the Mofaic ceconomy ; and the ritual

pratStices bore fo great a bulk in it, that, by way of com-
parifon with the fpirituality of the gofpel, it is called the

law of a carnal commandment. But it would be mifia-

king it very much to fuppofe that God was fully fatisfied

with, or defired that his people Ihould reft in the outward

form. This is plain from many paffages of fcripture.

What an example of fervor and elevation of fpirit have

we in the exercife and language of the Pfalmifl: David,

through the whole of his writings ! You may fee, Pf. v.

7. " But as for me, I will come into thy houfe in the
*' multitude of thy mercy : and in thy fear will I worfhip
*' toward thy holy temple." Pf. xxvi. 6. " I will wafii
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" my hands in innocency : fo will I compafs thine altar,

*' O Lord:'' To this you nniay add what he fays, Pfal. li.

i6, 17. '"• For thou defirefl: not iacrifice, elfe would I give

" it : thou delighteil not in burnt^offering. The facri-

" fices ot God are a broken fpirit : a broken and a con-
*' trite heart, O God, thou wilt not defpife.''

In oppofition to this, however clear a dictate, both of

reafon and fcripture, it Teems to have been the dileafe ot

ancient times, to imagine, that the lacrifices were iome

how neceffary or ufeful to their Maker in themfelves ; acd

that he was pleafed with the poflellion of the gift, indepen-

dent of the difpofition of the giver. This led both Jews
and Gentiles to fuppofe, that the more numerous and

coilly the vitlims, the greater would be their influence :

Micah vi. 6. " Wherewith fhall I come before the Lord,
*' and bow myfelf before the high God ? Shall I conie

*' before him with burnt-offerings, with calves of a year
*' old ! Will the Lord be pleafed with thoulands ol: rams,
*•' or with ten thoufands of rivers ol oil ? Shall I give my

^

*' firH born for my tranfgreflion, the fruit of n-^y body for

*' the fin of my foul ?" To fuch an exceflive height did

this error proceed, that on extraordinary occafions the

Heathens of many different nations offered human facri-

iices, and endeavored, by their number, their youth, or

the high rank of their parents, to increafe their value in

the fight of God. In oppofftion to this gro!s delufion,

God often afi'erts his all futticiency as well as fovereigniy;

as particularly in that admirable paflage, Pf. 1. 7.— 14.
*•• Hear, O my people, and I will fpeak ; O Ifrael, and I

*' will teilify againli thee: I am God, even thy God. I

*' will not reprove thee for thy facritices, or thy burnt-of-

*' ferings, to have been continually before me, I will

*' take no bullock out of thy houfe, nor he-goats out of

.

*' thy folds. For every beaff of the foreff is mine, and the

*' cattle upon a thoufand hills. I know all the fowls of
'•' the mountains ; and the wild bcafis of the field are

*' mine. If I were hungry, I Would not tell thee, for the

" world is mine, and the fuUnefs thei-eof. Will I eat

** the tlefl\ of bulls, or drink the Wood of goats ? Offe^

"unto God thankfgiving, and pay thy vows unto.the
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** Moll High." And even with regard to their ordinary

attendance on inllruclion, he fays, Ezekiel xxxiii. 31*
"• And they come unto thee as the people coineth, and
*' they fit before thee as my people, and they hear thy

" words, but they will not do them : for with their mouth
"• they {hew much love, but their heart goeth after their

*' covetoufnefs."

This conduct, h diflionorable to God, and fo incon-

fifient with the holinefs and purity of his nature, had no

fufficient excufe either among Jews or Heathens. But
furely it is IHll more criminal among Chriftians. The
gofpel, as a difpenfation of clearer light, and greater pa-

rity, is called the ministration of the Spirit. And in op-

pofition to all ceremonial and local worlhip, our Saviour

fays, John iv. 23, 24, " But the hour conieth, and now
" is, when the true worfliippers fhall worfliip the Father

" in fpirit and in truth ; for the Fatheh- feeketh fuch to

" worihip him. God is a fplrit ; and they that worlhip

" him, mud worfliip him in fpirit and in truth." But
are there not fome amongfi: us who may be juftly charged

with guilt in this refpect f or rather, who is there amongft

us that does not in fome degree fall under the reproof?

Are there not fome who refl in the form of worfhip, and

are llrangers to the fpirit of it ? Are there not fome who
value and truft in their forms while they are regardlefs of

the fpirit ? Nay, are there not fome who not only fubmit

to, but are pleafed with the form, and yet have no relifli

for that nearnefs to God, and fenfe of his prefence, which

conftitutes the fpirit of worlhip ? How many fmful mo-
tives may bring us to the houfe of God ! If you come to

avoid the reproach of men, is that a real facrifice to God ?

If you come from ollentation, to be feen of men, is that

an offering acceptable to God ? If you come to gratify

your fancy, by hearing the performance of man, you are

offering the incenfe to the creature that is due only to

God. Confider further, how often we may be fmfully

employed in the houfe of God. Are carelefs inattentive

perfons offering acceptable facrifices to God ? And thofe

who indulge vain, proud, fenfual, covetous thoughts in

Worfliip, offering facrifice to God ? Are thofe who come to
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cenfure or admire the fpeaker, offering facrifice to God ?

In all ftich cafes, without any difparageinent to the holieft

inllitutions of God, or rather from a jufl concern to de-

fend them from profanation, we may fay, in the words of

the text, " Behold, to obey, is better than facrifice ; and
" to hearken, than the fat of rams."

4. In the last place, obedience is oppofed to facrifices,

as they are mifplaced and unfeafonable. In the ancient

difpenfation, time and place were as much afcertained as

any circumftance that belonged to the temple-fervice ; and
nothing could be more contrary to the fpirit of that ceco-

nomy, than taking any liberty with the order which God
himfelf had ellablifhed. There are feveral inftances of

heavy judgments denounced againft princes, whofe chief

fault leeuis to have been, offering the appointed facrifices

in forbidden places, or at improper feafons. If, there-

fore, he would not fuffer any variation in circumflances

which he had prefcribed, how could Saul fuppofe, that he
would accept of a facrifice in the place of a duty which he
had commanded ? It is alfo to be obferved, that the duties

of the moral law are perpetually binding ; and therefore,

when in Providence any example of them occurs, ftrength-

ened with the urgent call of neceflity and mercy, they

become exceptions to an ordinance of a pofitive nature.

Thus our Saviour does not contradi6l the law of Mofes in

what he teaciies concerning the Sabbath ; but fliows in

what manner that command was, or ought always to have

been underrtood by the Jews-themfelves. See an inftance

of this, Luke xiii. 14, 15, 16. "And the ruler of the i^-

*' nagogiie anfwered with indignation, becaufe that Jefus
••' had healed on theSabbalh-day, and faid unto the people,

" There are fix days in which men ought to work ; in
*' them therefore come, and be healed, and not on the
" Sabbath-day. The Lord then anfwered him, and faid,

*' Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sab-
" bath loofe his ox, or his afs, from the fiall, and lead him
" away to watering ? And ought not this woman, being
" a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo

" thefe eighteen years, be loofed from this bond on the^

*' Sabbath-day r" See alfo two other examples of the fame
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thing, in the 12th chapter of the gofpel according to Mat-

thew ; in iupport of which our Lord cites a paiiage from

the Old Tertament, ver. 7. "But if ye had known what
" this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not facrifice, ye
" would not have condemned the guiltlefs."

The fame general rule is to be obferved at all times.

We mull attend to the intimations of Providence, and as

far as they can be clearly difcerned, difcharge thofe duties

to which we are immediately called. Every thing is beau-

tiful in its place and feafon, and is then not only moft

acceptable to God, but moft uieful to men. It is fo far

from being any difparagement of facrifices, that it is their

very excellence, to be confined to their tim.e and place.

And the maxim in the text will apply with equal proprie-

ty to every duty of the moral law. The moft excellent

of them may be mifapplied. True religion and undefiled

before God and the Father, is, to vifit the fatherlefs and

the widow ; and yet, if the time of divine worlhip be iin-

tieceffarily chofen for that purpofe, or if too much time be

confumed in it by thofe whole prefence cannot be ufeful,

it is a rejected facrifice. Feeding the hungry, and cloth-

ing the naked, is the chara<^er that fhall meet with the

approbation of our final judge ; and yet, if any fliall, out

of oftentation, feed the poor abroad, and ftarve their fa>

milies at home, or perform this duty at the expence of any
other more immediately binding, he falls under the con-

demnation of the prophet in the text :
" Behold, to obey,

" is better than facrifice ; and to hearken, than the fat of

"rams.'' To conclude this head, we fhall greatly mil-

interpret this paffage of fcripture, if v/e pretend to honor

one part of religion to the prejudice of another. The fa-

crifices condemned by the prophet are not to be under-

ftood of pofitive duties, as oppofed to moral, nor of acts

of worfliip, as oppofed to the duties of the fecond table ;

but of every aft of religion, however excellent in itfelf,

or necefiary in its place, if it is done from an ill principle,

with a finful purpofe, in a finful manner, or fubftituted

in the room of that which God in his Providence doth im-

mediately require.
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III. I PROCEED now to make fome practical improve-

ment ot what hath been faid. And,
1. From what hath been faid, you may learn wliat are

the great characters of acceptable obedience ; and, I think,

they may be reduced to the three following, i. It mull
he implicit obedience. It mufl be founded immediately

and diredlly on the authority of God. We mull not take

upon us to judge of the moment and importance of any
part of his will, further than he hath made it known him-
lelf. It is a very dangerous thing for us to make compa-
rifons between one duty and another, efjjecially with a

view of difpenling with any of them, or altering their or-

der, and fubllituting one in another's place. 2. A fecond

character of true obedience is, that it be felf-denied and
impartial, that it be not directed or qualified by our pre-

fent interell. It was the beft of the fpoil that Saul and the

people laved ; that which was vile and refufe, they utter-

ly dellroyed. It is too common, that our own intereit

both points out the obje6t, and affigns the meafure of our

obedience ; and in that cafe, it does not deferve the name
of obedience to God at all. But when the Chrifiian is de-

I'oted to God, ready at his call, and equally difpofed to

any employment afligned him in Providence, he then

may be faid indeed to do his will. 3. A third character

of obedience is, that it be univerfal, without any excepti-

on. ^ Saul, and the children of Urael, had com})lied fo

far with the order given them, that the greateft part both of

the people and fubftance of Amalek was deflroyed; but

lie flopped fliort, and knowingly left unfinilhed what had

been injoined him by the fame authority.

2. From what hath been faid on this fubjeft, you may
fee, that the true notion of obedience is inconliftent with

the notion of merit, as if we could lay our Maker under

fome fort of obligation. This is as fatal and dangerous an
error as any whatever, to think we may merit at the hand
of God, and yet it is very common. Nay, it feems to be

natural to us all, with great difficulty rellrained, and never

in this life wholly overcome. You fee. how Saul jufiified

himlelf, and faid, " Yea, but I have obc)'ed the voice of

" the Lord." But, in the judgment of God, there,was
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no confuleratioti had of what he had done, but a feverj^

fentence of condemnation upon him for what he had ne-

glected. True obedience is always confidered in this

light, as a debt due to God, for the performance of which
nothing can be claimed, but for the negle6> of which a
penalty is incurred. I wiQi this were properly attended

to. The guilt of tranfgrellion is plainly inconiiftent with
the merit of obedience. If we are liable to punifhment
for not obeying, the right of our Maker to our f-rvice mufl:

be complete, there is no room to plead any merit in com-
pliance, and the reward mull be of grace, and not of debt.

Thus, I think, it is always felt by good men; and the

more that they are devoted to God, they are the Icfs dif-

pofed to avail themfelves otany thing they have done, and
the more inclined to aflc forgivenefs for what hath been
either omitted, or ill done.

3. From what hath been faid, you may learn the ereat

defects of our obedience in general. If we confider the

charafters of true obedience, implicit, impartial, and uni-

verfal, we mull: be fenfible what great biemifl^.es attend

every aft of duty to God which we perform. We fliall

always find fomething amifs, either in its extent, its prin-

ciple, or its end. What reafoa this for humiliation ? what
a powerful argument to every Ghrillian to live a life of con-

tinual depeadance on divine ftrength to enable him to

obey, and on divine mercy to accept of his imperfect obe-

dience ? Nothing but great ignorance of themfelvcs, or

great inattention to what paffes in their own hearts, can
embolden men to put confidence in themTelves. And in-

deed their doing fo is commonly attended with very morti-

fying effedts. When God leaves them, in fatherly dif-

pleafure, to prove and try them, or when he leaves fianers

to themfelves, to fill up the meafure of their iniquities, it

foon affords a fatisfying proof, that in us, that is, in our

flefh, dwelleth no good thing. To will may be prefent

with us, but to do that which is good, we find not.

4. In the last place. Suffer me earnefdy to exhort you
to make it your daily (ludy, not only to keep the com-
mandments of God, but to take particular notice irom
what principle your obedience flows. See how much

Vol. I. 3 R
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there is in it of felf-denlal, of devotednefs to God, of fubjec-

tion to his providence. One aft of filent fubmifllon, or

a quiet application to thofe duties that are immediately

neceffary, though neither eafy nor honorable, is of much
more value, than a long traft of activity and zeal in a pub-

lic and vifible fphere of action, fvveetened by reputation

and applaufe. As the fubmiflive Chriftian lives upon the

Creator alone, independent of the creature, fo the obedi-

ent Chriftian ferves his God and Redeemer alone, without

paying any regard to the efteem or approbation of his

fellow-finners. In this way only is your obedience given

to God, and in this way only will you find it pleafant or

profitable to yourfclves. If you keep clearly and clofely

to the command of God, and have not fo much as any

other defire or inclination, than to know what it is, you

will hardly ever be miftaken. But if you allow other

motives to have place, if you take upon you to judge of

what is mofl proper or expedient, or even practicable, you

will pollute every part of your duty, and find yourfelves

often involved in impenetrable darknefs. If what is duty

be the inquiry, and interefi: fet afide, if duty be the cb-

je(f t of your attention, and events left to God, you will find

unfpeakable confolation from it in the mean time, as well

astlie fuccefs more eflPetlually fecured, than it could poflibly

have been by any anxiety or forefight of your own. Let

God then have the unadulterated obedience of all his crea-

tures ; and let us afk of him, according to his promife, " to

" work in us to will and to do of his good pleafure."
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THp SECURITY OF THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD.

SERMON 14.

PROV. xvlii. lo.

The NAME of the Lord is a strong torver ; the righteous

runneth into it, and is safe.

THIS book of Proverbs confifts almoft entirely of ob-

fervations upon human life. The characters and

purfuits of men are defcribed in it with a flrength and pro-

priety, which was never exceeded by thofe who devoted

their whole attention to the ftudy of what is called the

knowledge of the world and of mankind. But in one par-

ticular it differs from, and excels all human learning, that

it never feparates the knowledge of the world from the

knowledge of him who made and who governs it. There

we are taught to improve the leffons we receive in the

courfe of providence, for leading us to obedience and fub-

miffion to him, " who doth according to his will in the

*' army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth

;

" and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, what doft

*' thou ? There, while a view is given us of the innumera-

ble paths which men have ftruck out for themfelves in tra-

velling through life, our eyes are continually diredled to

the paths of righteoufnefs, the fure and only way to reft

and peace.

Experience alone, and unaflifted, will make us wifer in

one fenfe, will fliow us many of the unavoidable calami-

ties of life ; but the greateft exertion of human reafon

could never yet lead to an effeftual cure, I believe it
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will be fou;id, that perfons of the greateft vigor and refohi-

tion of mind, when they truited to their own internal

ftrength, and fought a reiburce in themftrlvcs for the evils

with which tiiey were afiaulted, have often run headlong
into the moft furious and defpcrate courfes, as fome of tlie

llrongell animals, when taken in a fnare, do, by their vi-

olent flruggles, entangle themfelves the more, drawing the

cords which bind ihem Hill more ftrait, and increafe their

confintment by their endeavors to efcape.

The wife man, in < ur text, points out what is the re-

fuge and fecurity of every child of God. The name of
the Lord is a sirong to'wei- ; the righteous runneth into it^

and is safe. And he certainly intends to fet this in op-
pofirion to every thing elfe on which worldly men might
place iheir dependance ; for he adds, as an example, in

the verle following the text, '•' The rich man's wealth is

" his llrong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit/*

Tiie truth conveyed to us m this paflage has an intimate

connexion with praclical and experimental religion ; and
^

on a firm belief and habitual application of it, in a great

meafure, depends the comfort and peace of the fervants

of God. In difcourfmg on it, I ihall endeavor, in div ine

ifrength,

J. To explain what is to be underftood by the naue of
the Lord.

II. Vv^hat is implied in the righteous running into it as

a strong tower.

III. Point out the fecurity they attain by doing fo.

And, in the lall place, I fhall make fome application of

the fubjecl.

I. Then, I am to explain what is to be undcrflood by
the NAME of the Loiid. And here, 1 hope, 1 need fcarce

obferve, that it was by no means the intention of the Spirit

of God, by this exprtlTion, to teach us to conceive any
particular virtue or charm in the name literally fo called ;

that is, the found or pronunciatibn of the word. To ima-

gine any thing of this kind, would be to go into the fool-

try and idle dreams of fiiperhition, to which there is no^

tiie leall countenance given in the holy Scrij^tures. Hu-
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man nature feems, however, to have been very prone to

this in every age. The ufe of amulets and charms feems

to have prevailed in the greatell part of the heathen na-

tions ; as ?lfo magical incantations, though it did not exert

itfelf precifely in the fame way, the principle feems to

have been the fame, which led the Jews from a pretended

veneration for the name Jehomah^ never to pronounce it

at all ; a cullom which they retain to this day, allcdging,

either that they cannot pronounce it, or that it is unlawful

to utter it. We may alfo obferve, that, in our neighbor

church, they fecm to have fallen into ^.z fame error in the

cuUom of bowing at the name of Jefus, while they do not

bow to the names of Chrift, Lord, or God,

Having mentioned thefe things for the illullration of

the hibjecl before us, I cannot help obferving, that if a fu-

perllitious veneration for the letters or the found of a name,

is blame-worthy, a rafh profanation of the name of God is

unfpeakably more criminal. My heart bleeds to think of

the commonnefs of this fm, among all ranks and all ages.

What have thofe parents to anfvver for, who have taught,

or v/lio have not reltrained their children from taking the

name of God in vain? This is a fm little thought of a-

mong men, but highly criminal in the fight of God, and

he hath taken to himfelf the work of avenging it :
" For

" the Lord v^ill not hold him guiltlefs who taketh his name
" in vain."

By the '^AUK of the Lord, in our text, v/e are to under-

ftand the Lord God himfelf; his nature as it is diicovered

to us in all his glorious perfections, particularly his power

andgoodnefs, to fave and deliver them that put their truft

in him. In this fenfe the name of God, or the name of

the Lord, is ufed in many paffagcs of Scripture, as Pfa!.

XX. I, 5, 7, verfes, " The Lord hear thee in the day of

" trouble, the name of the God of Jacob defend thee. We
" will rejoice in thy falvation, and in the name of our
"* God we will fet up our banners.-—Some truft in chariots,

'* and Ibme in horfes ; but we will remember the name of

" the Lord our God." As alfo in all thofe places where

mention is made of calling on the name of the Lord, or

praifing the name of the Lord. Agreeably to this, we find,
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in our Saviour's clire6lory for prayer, the following petiti-

on, Halloivcd be thy name ; that is, let God himfelf, and

his glorious perfedlions be acknowledged, and a fuitable

regard paid to them, by all without exception. The fame

way of fpeaking is obferved with refpedt to Chrill, A(Sls

VJ. 12.- " For there is none other name, under heaven,

" given among men, whereby we mufi: be faved." That

is to fay, there is no other Saviour, befides Chrifl:, to whom
we can flee for deliverance from guilt and mifery. At the

fame time, it is eafy to fee the propriety of this exprelFion,

the name of the Lord; it is ufed for God himfelf, becaufe,

amongft mankind, we are diflinguifhed from one another

by our names, fo God is known or didinguiflied by the

difcoveries he hath made of himfelf, and the daily exercife

of his perfections, in behalf of his people.

There are three principal ways by which God hath dif-

covered himfelf to mankind ; namely, the vifible creation,

his written word, and the daily admin iflration of his pro-

vidence. Let us confider them fliortly, as they may be

juftly faid to be his name ; for they ferve to explain his

nature.

I. Let us confider the vifible creation as the name of

God. He hath engraven his name on all the works of his

hands ; he hath engraven it in an univerfal language, in

which every intelligent creature may read it, and the moft

weak and ignorant may eafily comprehend it. Pfal. xix. i.

" The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma-

*' ment llieweth his handy works." Rom. i. 20. " For

"the invifible things of him, from the creation of the

" world, are clearly feen ; being underftood by the things

" that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead."

Are men ignorant of God ? It is becaufe they do not

like to retain him in their knowledge ; for the whole crea-

tion is full of him, ' He is not far from every one of us.'

We can no vv^Iiere turn our eyes, to the heavens above, or

to the earth below, but we may fee the moil manifelt proofs

of his almighty power, his unfearchable wifdom, his un-

bounded goodnefs, and his univerfal prefence. How feel-

ing a lenfe of this does the PlalmiR exprefs, Pfal. cxxxix.

1— 7. " O Lord, thou hall fcarched me, and knowi; me.
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* Thou knowefl: my down-fitting and mine up-rifing, thou
' underflandeft my thought afar oft'. Thou compafl'elt

* my path, and my lying down, and art acquainted with
' all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue,
' but lo, O Lord, thou knowelt it all together. Thou
' haft befet me behind and before, and laid thine hand
' upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ;

* it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither fliall I go
' from thy fpirit ? or whither fliall I flee from thy pre-

' fence ?" It will fall more properly under the following

head to ftiew, how tbe righteous run into the name of
God as a strong tower. We now confider only his works
as fiiewing forth his glory. See, to this purpofe, the for-

tieth chapter of Ifaiah, from the 12th verfe and onward.
" Who hath meafured the waters in the hollow of his

" hand, and meted out heaven with a fpan, and compre-
" hended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and weighed
" the mountains in fcales, and the hills in a balance ?

" Who hath directed the fpirit of the Lord ; or being his

" counfellor, hath taught him ? With whom took he
** counfel, and who inftructed him, and taught him in

" the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and
" Ihewed him the way of underftanding ?"

2. God hath revealed himfelf in his written word;

there he hath clearly and explicitly written his name, and
revealed his nature ; there all his various perfections, ex-

cellent in themfelves and fuitable to us, are enumerated

and explained : in thefe lively oracles, there is a remedy
not for the uncertainty of nature's light, but for the dark-

nefs of our bewildered underftandings. Here we muft

not forget that he hath in his word clearly revealed him-
felf, as infinitely gracious to ftnncrs through Jefus Chrift.

This may Avell be called his name, becaul'e it is the only

way by which we are brought to an intereft in his favor.

John xiv. 6. " I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

" No man cometh unto the Father but by me." This
unlocks the gates of the ftrong tower, and opens a fan<5lu-

ary to the finner, who is fleeing from the fword of aveng-

ing wrath. " No man hath feen God at any time ; the

" only begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the Father,
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"'• he hath declared him." His name and memorial to all

generations, is laid to " be gracious and mercilul, flow to

" anger, and of great kindnefs, and repenteth him of the
*' evil." And it is in Chrift Jefiis» and hiscrofs, that his

mercy isdifplayed; it is for Chrift's fake that his mercy
is bellowed; it is by Chrilt Jefus that every mercy is

difpenfed : therefore we may apply to this fubjett, the

prophecy of Chrift in Pfal. xxii. 22. "
i will declare thy

" name unto my brethren ; in the midft of the ccngrega-
" tion will I praife thee."

3. In the laft place, God reveals his name in the daily

adminiilration of his providence. In this, I include not

only what regards the fupport and prcfcrvation of natural

life, but all the methods of his grace. The one and the

other of thefe giv^e us a continual and fenfible difplay of

the nature and glory of God, What the works of nature

teach us to infer by reafon, what the holy fcriptures teach

us by information concerning God, the adminiilration of

providence, gives us an opportunity of feeing and feeling

in our own experience. The appearances of God in pro-*

vidence, and his gracious interpofition in behalf of his

ov;n people, are exprefled by his name's being near, or

his name's being made great, Pfal. Ixxv. i. " Unto thee,

*' O Gnd, do we give thanks ; unto thee do we give
*' thanks ; for that thy name is near, thy wondrous works
" declare." Pfal. Ixxvi. i. *' In Judah is God known,
'•'• his name is great in liVael."

An experimental knowledge of the power and mercy

of God, is, of all others, the moll complete and effeclual.

"^Po this we may well apply the words of job, xlii. 5, 6.

" I liave heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now
'' mine eye feeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myfelf, and
" repent in dull and allies." It is alio probable, that the

Plalmifl David often affixes this particular meaning to the

knowledge of God's name, as in Pf. ix. 10. " And they
'^ that know thy name will put their trufl in thee; for thou,

" Lord, hall not forfaken them' that feek thee." For the

iame reafon he recommends a careful obfervatlon of Pro-

vidence, .as aji excellent mean of being partakers of di-
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vine mercy. Pfal. cvii. 42, 43. " The righteous fliall fee

" it and rejoice, and all iniquity Ihall Hop her mouth.
*' Whofo is wife, and willoblerve thefe things, even they
*' fliall underftand the loving-kindnefs of the Lord."

I fhall conclude this head, by an earneil exhortation to

every one in this affembly, to endeavor to underftand

more and more of the name of God, as it appears in his

works, in his word, and in his providence. Has he writ-

ten it in fo great a variety of characters, and will you not

take the pains to obferve it ? O the fottilli folly of world-

ly men ? their curiofity is infatiable to hear things of no
moment, whiie they cannot be perfuaded to hear what
regards their own eternal ftate. They will run in crouds

to fee every idle or pernicious fight, if it be called rare,

while they will not open their eyes on the magnificence

and glory of their Creator's works.

But let me in a particular manner, beg of you, the care-

ful obfervation of Divine Providence, towards yourfelves

in particular. You will find the unfpeakable advantage

of it. It will make God more prefent with you than ever.

It will fet home the obligation of every duty, andtheenor-

mnity of every fin upon the confcience, in a manner far

more forcible than ever. It will alfo give every mercy a

richnefs and value, which it could not derive from any
other fource ; jufl as the man who has been fed at a dif-

tance, by the ilreams of a prince's bounty, would feel his

heart di'awn with far flronger bonds of love and gratitude,

were he to be brought into his prefence, and receive his

favors immediatel}' from his own hand.

I am aware of an obje6lion againfi: this. Perhaps fome
perfons will fay, how can I make a particular application

of Providence ? how can I certainly know the voice or

meaning of every event that befals myfelf or my famil}^ ?

is there not a great danger of running into vifionary folly

and enthufiafm ? In the remaining part of this fubjeft, I

iliall have occafion to fay more as to the meaning of Pro-

vidence. In the mean time, let me only defire you to

begin by a perfonal application of the unqueflionable

truths concerning Providence, and this will lead you far-

ther than you apprehend, without the leaft danger of mif-

VoL. I. 3 S
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take. Is it not certain, that " a fparrow falleth not to the

" ground without your heavenly Father, and that the very
*' hairs of your head are all numbered by him." Is it not

of the Lord's mercy then, that you awakened this morn-

ing, and did not fleep the fleep of death ? If you had done

fo, were you ready for it ? Do you know how, when, or

how foon it may be fo ? Were you engaged in any fcene

of intemperance, lewdnefs, debauchery ? and would that

have been a proper fcene for death ? Have you been pre-

ferved from any imminent danger, recovered from any

threatening diforder ? Is not that a mercy ? Has the de-

fire of your eyes been taken away by a ftvoke ? Have you

heard the reproach of many on every fide ? Is not this the

will of God ? Whether does it call for patience or pride .'

Have you fuifered in your fubftance ? Whether does this

teach you to love the world or to defpife it ?—Is there any

uncertainty here ? Believe it, Chrillians, a perfonal ap-

plication of the truths relating to Divine Providence,

would reveal as it were a new world to you, and would

^

make the paths of God towards you every day more intel-

ligible, every day more profitable, and fhall I not add,

every day more comfortable.

II. We proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, viz.

what is implied in the righteous running into the name of
the Lord as a strong tower. The word tower^ efpecially

when joined with the epithet strongs immediately conveys

to the mind the idea of proteftion and defence. It evi-

dently alludes to tlie ftate of many ancient nations and

tribes, who \we.vt continually expofed to hoflile inroads and

invafions, and were obliged to have caftles and towers as

places of refuge and fecurity ; and this is far I'rom being

an improper image of the Hate of a child of God in this

prefent world, whether we confider the common calami-

ties to which he is liable as a man, or the peculiar trials

with which he may be afflidted as a good man. To have

a clear view of the import of the metaphor, we need only

confider feme parallel places, where we. find the fame ex-

preffion, 'and others of the fame meaning, Pfal. xviii. 2, 3.

" The Lord is my rock and my fortrefs, and my deliver-
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" er ; my God, my ftrength, in whom I will truft
;
my

** buckler, and the horn of my falvation ; and my high

*' tower.
'

I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be

" praifed, fo (hall I be faved from mine enemies." Pfal.

xxvii. I, '2. " The Lord is my light and my falvation,

" whom'lliall I fear ? the Lord is the ftrength of my life,

« of whom fliall I be afraid ? When the wicked, even

" mine enemies and my foes, came upon me, to eat up

" my flefli, they ftumbled and fell." Pfal. Ixi. 2, 3, 4.

" From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when

" my heart is overwhelmed : lead me to the rock that is

" higher than L For thou haft been a ftielter for me, and

" a ftrong tower from the enemy. I will abide in thy ta-

" bernacle for ever ; I will truft in the covert of thy wings.

" Selah." When we hear a good man ufuig fuch exprei-

fions as thefe, we may gather, with the greateft certainty

and clearnefs, what is the general import of God's bemg

a stmig toiver, namely, that he is a moft powertul protec-

tor ; that his almighty Providence is the fureft and ftrong-

eft defence againft all enemies of whatever kind, let their

art, their aaivity, their malignity, be what they will.

Though this may not feem to need any further expli-

cation ; yet, for the afliftance and diredion of ferious per-

fons, let us confider a little what is implied in tbc righte-

ous running into this tower for their proteftion. This is

the rather neceffary, that though it is the privilege, the

duty, and the praftice of the fervants of God, to make

Him their defence and ftay, yet they may be faulty and

defeaive in this part of their duty, and fuffer a proportion-

al lofs in point of comfort.

I. Then, running to the name of God as their stro?ig

tovjer, implies the lively exercife of faith both in the pow-

er and willingnefs of God to proted them. It is only bv

faith that we can go to an invifible God. As faith muft

be the principle of all acceptable fervice to God, fo faith is

evidently the immediate mean of all truft in or enjoyment

of God. Therefore it is faid, with the greateft propriety,

" the juft fliall live by faith."

You may obferve, I have faid the Irccly exercife of faith;

for, befides the habitual perfuafion of the great truths of re-
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liglon, as the foundation of our adherence to God as our

portion, there muft be an adual contemplation of them as

the mean of our fupport in trial or deliverance from dan-

ger. Whatever be the nature or Iburce of temptation, we
muft meet it, as it were, and refifl it, by taking fuitable

views of the fulnefsand all-fufficiency of God. Does the

believer (land in need of any thing fpiritual or temporal ?

is he diftrefled with the want of it ? does he fee no human
or probable way of his being fupplied with it ? He runs to

the name of God as his strong tower ^ by confidering, that

*' the earth is the Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof:" that

his wifdom is infinite ; and that, if it is really neceffary,

he can eafily find a way of beliowing it. Pf. xxxiv. 9, 10.

*' O fear the Lord ye his faints ; for there is no want to

*' them that fear him. The young lions do lack, and fuf-

*' fer hunger : but they that feek the Lord fhall not want
" any good thing." He dwells upon the univerial pre-

fence and the fpecial providence of God, and endeavors

to reaibn down his anxiety and fear. Perhaps he may do
,

it in the words of our blefled Saviour, Matth. vi. 25, to

the 33d verfe, "Therefore, I fay unto you, take no thought
*' for your life, what ye fliall eat, or what ye fliall drink,

*' nor yet for your body what ye Ihall put on ; is not the

*' life more than meat, and the body than raiment ? Be-

*' hold the fowls of the air; for they fow not, neither do
" they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your heavenly
'' Blather feedeth them. Are ye not much better than
*' they ? Which of you, by taking thought, can add one
*' cubit unto his fiature ? And why take ye thought for

*' raiment ? Conlider the lilies of the field, how they

*' grow ; they toil not, neither do they fpin : and yet, I

"fay unto you, that even Solomon, in all his glory, was
.*' not arrayed like one ofthefe. Wherefore, if God fo

*' clothe thegrafs ot" the field, which today is, and to-mor-

*' row is call into the oven, fliall he not much more clothe

" you, O ye of little faith ? Therefore take no thought,

" faying, what fliall we eat ? or what fliall we drink ? or

*' wherewithal fhall we be clothed ? (For after all thefc

" things (io the Gentiles feek ;) for your heavenly Father

*' knoweth that ye have need-cf all thefe thiggs."
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Is the believer diftreffed with enemies, malicious, pow-

erful, implacable ? does he fuffer, or is he afraid of fufFer-

ing from them, in his name, in his perfon, in his life it-

felf ? he confiders the power of God to fhield him from

their attacks, or more than compenfate all the injuries

which he may receive from them, and (Irengthen and ani-

mate him to a vigorous difcharge of his duty in oppofition

them. Pfal. iii. 5, 6, 7, 8. " I laid me down and llept,

*' 1 awaked ; for the Lord fuftained me : I will not be a-

" fraid of ten thou lands of people that have fet themfelves

" againfl me round about. Arife, O Lord ; fave me O
*' my God ; for thou haft fmitten all mine enemies upon
'' the cheek-bone ; diou haft broken the teeth of the un-
" godly. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord ; thy blelTmg

" is upon thy people, Selah." He endeavors to deliver

himfelf from the diftreffing fear of man, by the reafonable

and dutiful fear of offending God, Luke, xii. 4, 6. '* And
" I fay unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them that

" kill the body, and after that have no more that they can
" do. But 1 will forewarn you whom you Ihall fear : Fear
*' him, which after he hath killed, hath power to caft into

*' hell, yea, I fay unto you, fear him." Dan. iii. 16, 17,

18. " Shadrach, Mefhech, and Abednego, anfwered, and
*' faid to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar ! we are not carc-

" ful to anfwer thee in this matter. If it be fo, our God,
" whom we ferve, is able to deliver us from the burning
" fiery furnace ;' and he will deliver us out of thine hand,
" 0,King ! But, if not, be it known unto thee, O King !

" that we will not ferve thy gods, nor worfliip the golden

" image which thou haft fet up."

Is the believer afraid of the ordinary evils of life ? is he

of a timorous nature, trembling at the thoughts of the ac-

cidents that may befal him ? he runs to the name of God
as the fupreme difpofer of every event, and thinks of the

invifible power that governs and direfts all vifible things,

and that the very minifters of Providence have received a

charge concerning his people : Pfal. xci. i,— 12. " He
*' that dwelleth in the fecret place of the Moft High fliall

" abide under the fhadow of the Almighty. I will fay of
*' the Lord, he is my refuge, and my fortrefs ; my God,
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" in him will I trufl:. Surely he fliall deliver thee from
" the fnare of the fowler, and from the noifome peililence.

• " He fhail cover thee with his feathers ; and under his

" wings fhalt thou trufl:. His truth fhall be thy iliield and
" buckier. Thou flialt not be afraid for the terror by night,

" nor for the arrow that flieth by day ; nor for the pefti-

" lence that walketh in darknefs ; nor for the dellrudion
*' that wafleth at noon-day. A thoufand fhall fall at thy

" fide, and ten thoufand at thy right hand ; but it fhall

" not come nigh thee : only widi thine eyes fhalt thou
" behold, and fee the reward of the wicked, bccaufe thou
" haft made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the Mofl
" High, thy habitation. There fhall no evil befal thee,

*' neither fhall any plague come nigh thy dwelling : for

" he fliall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee,

" in all thy ways."

To the power I joined the willingnefs ofGod to preferve

and protetl his people, on their fincere and humble appli-

cation to him for it. This is abfolutely neceffary as a

part of the obje6l of faith. It would be in vain to run to'

any flrong place, with a view of being preferved from our

enemies, unlefs we have fome ground to hope we fliall be

received into ; and it would be madnefs to Hec to a fortrefs

kept by an enemy ; but God is every righteous man's

friend : all the divine perfeiStions are engaged for his wel-

fare : and therefore he may confidently run to God trom

every danger, and be affured both of a kind welcome, and

of all that falety which is neceffary for him.

Faith, in this refpeO;, has an immediate relation to the

promifes of God. It is his name, as I obferved on a for-

mer head, to which we are to flee, as revealed in his writ-

ten word i and much of the life of pr?.6lical religion con-

fifls in attending to the tenor, and in a daily application of

the promifes. God himfelf requires us to call upon him

in a time of trouble, Pfal. I. 15. '' And call upon me in

'• the day of trouble ; I will deliver thee ; and thou flialt

" glorify me." Nay, he is gracioufly pleaicd to reckon

our calling upon him an effential charatler ot his own peo-

ple, Zech- xiii. 9. " And I will bring the third part

'' through the fire, and w'lW refine them as filver is refined.



ivho trust in God. 515

" and will try them as gold is tried ; they fhall call on my
'• name, and I will hear them : I will fay, it is my people

;

" and they ihall fay, the Lord is my God." He is pleafed

to efteem this, as giving him the glory of his truth and

faithlulnefs, vvifdom, power, and goodnefs, which we find

reprefented in fcripture as ^o m.any chambers of proteclion

into which the righteous are called to enter for fafety and

prefervation, Ifa. Kxvi. 20. " Come, my people, enter

" thou into thy chambers, and fliut thy doors about thee ;

" hide thyfelf as it were for a litde moment, until the

*' indignation be over.pafl."

I Ihall only further obferve, that faith in both thefe re-

fpedls, as applying the power and promife of God, receives

very much Ihength from the examples of his mercy, ei-

ther towards ourfelves or others. His name is recorded

in every page of the hiftory of providence. And his peo-

ple cannot in a more proper or effectual n manner, run into

it as a strong tower, than by confidering and weighing the

examples of divine interpofition, in behalf of his faithful

fervants. For this reafon, is fo great a part of the holy

Scriptures hillorical ; becaufe they ferve, in a m.ore effec-

tual manner, to engrave the truths of religion both on the

memory and heart. Many can remember what betel

Abraham, David, Samuel, Daniel, and others, who would

forget the precepts delivered them in a more abfa-adt man-

ner. And every one mull be fenfible, that the inllrudions

which arife clearly and obvioufly from hiftorical facts,

come home upon the confcience with a degree of evi-

dence, fuperior to any thuig that flows merely from the

dedudtions of reafon. May not the Chrillian, with great

advantage, fay, " Do I not ferve an everlalling and un-

** changeable God ? Is he not the fame yeflerday, to-day,

*' and forever ? Is his hand at all fliortened, that it can-
*' not lave ; or his ear heavy, that it cannot hear ? Is not

" he who faved David the tripling, from the Itrength of

" Goliah ; who faved Daniel from the power of the lions;

'' and in many other inftances, alTifted and delivered his

" own people, when employed in his fervice, able to fave

*' me from the power of the enemy, and to carry me
*' through all the trials of this earthly Hate, whether they
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"• arife from temptation or fuffering ?" I hope I need not

tell you to apply, in the fame manner, all that you have

learned of the vvifdom or goodnefs of Providence, from

reading or converfation. For this reafon, the Pfalmifl. de-

clares his refolution of communicating the mercy of God
to his foul, Pled- Ixvi. i6. " Come and hear, all ye that

**• fear God, and I will declare v.'hat he hath done for my
" foul."

Suffer me here to fay, that I cannot fee a fliadow of rea-

fon why ChriRians Ihould not imitate the Pfalmill's ex-

ample, in imparting their experience of divine grace, ior

their mutual inftruction and confolation. If the lludent

will communicate his intelletitual difcoveries ; if the natu-

raiifl will communicate his fa6ts and obfervations ; if the

tradefman will communicate his attainments in his profef-

fion ; if no man fcruples to communicate what he hath

known to be ufeful, for the health of the body ; tell me,

ye fcorners, what (hould hinder the Chriilian to commu-
nicate to his fellow-fervanis, what may ferve for their fpi-

ritual confolation and peace ?
'

But if our mutual experience may be ferviceable to

each other, how much more mull the pad goodnefs of God
towards themfelves, encourage his children to put their

trud in him ? How jufl and beautiful the Pfalmifl's re-

fle6lion, Pllil. Ixiii- 7. " Becaufc thou hafl: been my help;

" therefore in the fliadov/ of thy wings will I rejoice." In

the fame manner he recovers from his doubts and fears,

Pfal. Ixxvii. 5— 12. " I have confidered the days of old,

*' the years of ancient times ; I call to remembrance my
" fong in the night ; I commune with mine own heart,

*• and my fpirit made diligent fearch. Will the Lord call

*' off for ever? and will he he favorable no more ? Is his

*' mercy clean gone forever 1 doth his promife fail for

" evermore ? Hath God forgotten to be gracious .'' hath he
*' in anger fnut up his tender mercies? Selah. And I

*'• iaid, this is my infirmity; but I will remember the

'• years of die right hand of the Mofl: High. I will re-

'« member the works of the Lord, furely I will remember
" thy wonders of old.'*

,
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Thus, my brethren, the believer runs, by faith, into the

name of God as his strong tower ; and as he who once

gets into what he thinks an impregnable fortrefs, will

fpeak to his enemies in the language of difdain and defi-

ance ; fo he who hath repofed his confidence in an al-

mighty Proteflor, may tread upon the necks of his ene-

mies ; may be confident, that through God he fliall do

valiantly. Neidier is it any fable, but matter of certain

eKperience, that many, " through faith have fubdued
" kingdoms ; wrought righteoufnefs ; obtained promifcs ;

" Hopped the mouths of lions ; quenched the violence of
*' fire ; efcaped the edge of the fword ; out of weaknefs
*' vvere made ftrong ; waxed valiant in fight ; turned to

*' flight the armies of the aliens." Heb, xi, 33, 34.

2. The righteous runneth into the name of God as a
strong tower by the exercife of fervent prayer. Prayer is

the immediate and dire6l means of imploring the divine

affiilance and protedlion. Faith is the habitual principle,'

and prayer is the a6lual application of it. Many are the

precepts in Scripture enjoining the diligent exercife of this

duty. Col. iv. 2. " Continue in prayer, and watch in

" the fame with thankfgiving." i Thefi". v. 17. " Pray
'* without ceafing." Many are the promifes of a gracious

anfwer to our prayers. Matth. vii. 7. " Alk, and it fliall

" be given you ; feek and ye Ihall find ; knock, and it

" ihall be opened unto you."—xxi. 22. " And all things
*' whatfoever ye'fhall afk in prayer, believing, ye fhall re-

" ceive." John xiv. 13. " And whatfoever ye fhall afk

*' in my name, that will I do ; that the Father may be
" glorified in the Son.'* There are alfo exhortations to

importunity in prayer. Luke xviii. i. " And he fpake a
*' parable unto them, to this end, that men ought always
*' to pray, and not to faint." Many aflurances of the

fuccefs of prayer. Pfal. xxxiv. 6, 17.." This poor man
" cried, and the Lord heard him, and faved him out of all

*' his troubles. The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,

*' and delivereth them out of all their troubles.'' Many
examples of the power and efficacy of prayer, as in Jacob,

David, Daniel.—It feems plainly an eifential charaSler of

true piety, to be given to prayer. Pfal. cix. 4. " For my
Vol. I. -s T
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" love they are my adverfaries, but I gave myfelf unto
" prayer." I forbear enlarging on tb.efe particularly, and
lliall only fay, that it is qui:e neceffary, in order to our

running into the name of Cod as a strong to%vcr. Though
he knoweth all our wants perfectly, he requires that we
implore his afTiftance by prayer. Phil. 4, 6. " Be careful

" for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and fupplica-

" tion, with thankfgiving, let your requefls be made known
*' unto God.*'

The truth is, prayer is the natural remedy to which all

are ready to fly in extremity. Even bad men are difpofed

to cry unto God in great diftrefs, but -his own children

are more habitually exercifed to the duty, and as they on-

ly do it on proper principles, and with proper dilpofitions,

fo they only have the promife of acceptance, and fuccefs.

jam. V. 16. "' The efFc6tual fervent prayer of a righteous
*' man availeth much."

3, In the lafl; place, The righteous ruinieth ifito the

name of God as a strong toiver^ by diligence in his duty.

This alfo is neceflary and infeparable from a child of God

;

and in order to take a diflindl view of the Chriflian's dili-

gence, in this particular light, as the foundation of trufl,

you may obferve, that it implies thefe following things.

(i.) Diligence in all duties in general ; in order to afcer-

tain his charadlcr, and to be affured of the divine favor

and protection, the promifes of deliverance, of ftrength

and prefervation, are all made to thofe who ferve God in

fmcerity. There is no fuch thing as a promife in any part

oi fcripture to a bad man, as fuch. There are alfo the

moll pofuive and gracious affurances of powerful fupport

in fuftering, and all necefli\ry help to thofe who truly fear

God, Ifa. xliii. 1,2. " But now, thus faith the Lord, that

" created thee, O Jacob ! and he that formed thee, O If-

" rael 1 Fear not, for I have redeemed thee ; I have call-

*' ed thee by thy name, thou art mine. When thou pafleft

*^' through the waters, I will be widi thee ; and through

" the rivers, they fhall not overflow thee. When thou

" walkeft through the fire, thou flialt not be burnt ; neither

" fhall 'the flame kindle upon thee.'* Nay, the mofl ex-

prefs declarations, that all .things Ihall ilTue to their ad-



ivho trust in God. 519

vantage, however difcouraging an afpe^l they may «vear for

a feafon. Rom. viii. 28. " And we know, that all things
'* work together for good, to them that love God, to them
" who are the called according to his purpofe." From
this it plainly follows, that the very way to run into the

name of God, is, by habitual diligence in doing his will.

The more we can, by walking in his fear, keep clear our

title to his fpecial favor, the more unfiiaken trull and
confidence we may place in his power and mercy, in eve-

ry trial; for he hath not forfaken them that love him. So
certain is this, that I believe every experienced Chriftian

v.ill bear tellimony, that when he is unhinged hv diftrefs,

when he is filled v/ith anxiety and fear of any kind, it

arifes as much, or more, from fufpicion of himfelf, and
doubt of his relation to God, as from any difbelief of the

general truth, that God will fupport and ftrengthen his

own people. Therefore the righteous may be faid to run

into the name of God^ when they exercile themfelves in

keeping confciences void of offence, and walk fo as they

may humbly hope for his acceptance and approbation.

(2-) As a good man runs into his llrong tower, by dili-

gence in every part of his duty in general ; fo particular-

ly by a watchful attention to his condudl, in every time of

trial or danger- He will be on his guard, left by any part

of his behaviour he provoke God to depart from him. He
will then, in a peculiar manner, fet the Lord before him,
that he may. With the greater confidence, commit his

caufe and his interefl to his care. The fuffering difciples

of Ch rift are often warned of the neceffity of this, i Pet.

iv. 19- " Therefore, let them that fuffer, according to

" the will of God, commit the keeping of their fouls to

" him in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator." Whe-
ther therefore the danger arifes from bodily diftrefs, from
worldly loftes, from flander and reproach, or from what-

ever other quarter, the firft and great care of the Chriftiaa

fhould be, to keep his confcience undefiled ; and the ne-

ceffity of this is the greater, that fuffering times are always
times of trial- It is no eafy matter to refift the temptati-

ons which arife from a fuffering ftate, ordained exprefsly

for the trial of our faith, which we are told, is " more pre-
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** cious than that of gold which perifheth." We may be

tempted to impatience under calamity, to lefentment of

injuries, to taking wrong and finful methods of redrefs.

In oppofition to all thefe, the fervant of God will be par-

ticularly careful to avoid thofe fins which his fituation in-

vites him to, and to difcharge thofe duties which the af-

pe6l of Providence feems to afl^ of him ; he will confider

this as the great and only objeft of his attention, and free-

ly commit the condu6l of events, and the ilTue of things,

to an all-gracious, and Almighty God. Pfal. xxxvii. 5, 6.

*' Connnit thy way unto the Lord ; trufl alfo in him, and
" he fliall bring it to pafs. And he fliall bring forth thy
*' righteoufnefs as the light, and thy judgment as the noon
*' day.

(3.) A good man will diligently ufe every lawful mean
for h'S prote6\ion and deliverance. This may be confi-

dered as included under the former particular, being a

part of his duty. Truft in God, is by no means a pre-

lumptuous and flothful fecurity, but a patient dependance

on the bleffing of Providence in an application to our du-

ty. To do othervvife, is juft what is called in fcripture,

tempting God. For tlie wifeil purpofes, God bath fixed

and fetiled the relation between the means and the end ;

and we are not to expert, either in natural or fpiritual

things, to obtain the end, while we defpife the means.

Gal. vi. 7. "Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for

" whatfoever a man foweth, that fliall he alfo reap." But,

(4.) In the laft place. The good man will renounce all

dependance on created help, as fuch, and place his ulti-

mate hope only on the power and fovereignty of Divine

Providence. He will not negledl the ufe of outward

means, in obedience to the conmvand of God, but will

look for the expected benefit from them, only by the bleff-

ing of God. The running into a strong tower, implies a

renunciation of our dependance on any thing elfe, we give

up all other methods of defence, and trufl in it alone for

fecurity. So it is here. There may be not only a de-

pendance on means unlawful in themfelves, but a finfuI,

becaufean exceflive dependance upon fuch as are moll

lawful. We fee this remark made on Afa. 2 Chron. xVi.
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12. " And Afa, in the thirty and ninth year of his reign,

" was difeafed in his feet, until his difeafe was exceeding
*' great : Yet in his difeafe he fought not to the Lord, but
*' to the phyficians." Many are the evidences we have

from daily experience, of the vveaknefs and uncertainty

of all outward means, that we may not be tempted to ido-

lize them, or to truil in them ; and we find, in many paf-

fdges of fcripture, an exprefs oppofition ftated between
• trull in God, and trufi: in human or created help. Pfal.

cxviii. 8, 9. " It is better to truft in the Lord, than to put
" confidence in man. It is better to truft in the Lord,
" than to put confidence in princes." Pfalm cxlvi. 3.
*' Put not your trufl in princes, nor in the fon of man, in
*' whom there is no help-"

III. We proceed now to the third thing propofrd

:

which was, to confider the perfeft fecurity of the righte-

ous, ivbo runneth into the name of the Lord as a strong

tower—the righteous runneth into it, and is safe. And
here my brethren, I cannot help obferving, that though
this is a truth of the moll manifefl importance, and, at the

fame time, the mofl undoubted certainty, it is what but

few attain to the unfhaken perfuafion and daily application

of, in their paffage through this valley of tears. In order

to illuftrate it, I fliall Ihortly confider, ift. Wherein this

fafety of the righteous conufts. 2dly, The abfolute cer-

tainty of their being thus perferved fafe.

We are told, the righteous runneth into this tower^ and
is safe. In a perfect confidence with the ufe of the me-
taphor, the word might perhaps be better tranflated, is

exalted, or placed on high. Now, their fafety, I think,

confills in the following particulars, i. God, many times,

by the courfe of his providence, preferves them from dan-

gers which they could not otherwife efcape. Every good
j:".an, who has attended, if I may fo fpeak, to his own hif-

tory, mufl have obferved, that he hath been delivered from
danger by fuch means as were no way the eflfedt of his

own prudence or forefight, nor indeed could be, and
which therefore he is conftrained to afcribe to the goodnefs,

and wifdom of Providence. Nay, fometimes things fall



522 , The Security of those

out {o contrary to human expeclation, and the ordinary

courfe ot things, that he is conftrained, with wonder, to

confels the very finger of God. He fometimes blalts the

rounfel of the wicked, and makes their devices of none

effect. The Egyptians thought the Ifraehtes were fo in-

clofed in the AVildernefs, with the Red Sea before them,

and their army at their back, that it was impoffible for

them to efcape : but God, by a mighty hand, and an out-

ftretched arm, opened a way for them through the midfi:

of the waters, and their enemies were drowned in the

depths of the fca. Haman, no doubt, thought his ven-

geance fure againil all the Jews ; but, when it was juft

ready to burft, God turned his devices againil himfelf, and

caufed him to perifh by the very means which he had con-

trived for the deftrudlion of the innocent.

I need not attempt, becaufe indeed it is impofTible, to

enumerate the various ways by which the great Difpofer

of all things works deliverance in danger. He fometimes

changes the hearts of enemies, as he did of Efau towards

Jacob—and of the Apoflle Paul, when breathing out

threatening' againil the church—He fometimes carves

out other wofk for perfecutors, as Saul was once and again

called off from the purfuit of David by the Philillines

;

and fometimes he makec the intended evil prove a real

blefTm; ; as in the cafe of Jofeph, in whofe hiflory we have

one of the moft beautiful draughts of Providence that is

any where to be feen, and done with that union of majcfly

and fimplicity, which fo remarkably diflinguiflies the fa-

cred writings. The whole hundred and twenty-fourth

Pfalm is a celebration of divine power, and a hymn of

praife for divine protection. '^ If it had not been the Lord,
*' who was on our fide, now may Ifrael fay ; if it had not
" been the Lord, who was on our fide, when men rofe up
" againflus, then they had fwallowed us up quick, when
" their wrath was kindled againft us ; then the waters had
" overwhelmed us, the llream had gone over our foul :

" then the proud waters had gonfe over our foul. BlefTed
*•' be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to their

'' teeth. Our foul is efcaped as a bird out of the fnare of,

*' the fowlers : the fnare is broken, and we are efcaped.
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" Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven
" and earth."

I fliall only add, on this head, that a ferious perfon,

when thinking or fpeaking of deliverance from danger,

will always confider fin as the greatell danger : he will re-

flect, with the highedpleafure, on the inftances in which

God has enabled him to difcharge his duty with conftancy.

Let me beg of you to remember, with what courage and

refolution the young perfons, Shadrach, Mefliech, and

Abednego fpoke to King Nebuchadnezzar, and refifted

the threaten ings of that powerful prince. It is worth

v/hile to obferve, that they and Daniel feem, in that peri-

lous time, to have given themfeives much to the exercile

of prayer. Thus, riinn'mg into the name of God as a
strong tower, they obtained fecurity, while other very emi-

nent perfons, by trufling in themfeives, or boafting of their

own ftrength, fell before temptations of a very trifling

kind, as Abraham and Ifaac in denying their wives, and
the Apoflle Peter in denying his Mafier,

2. The fecurity of the righteous confifls in the promife

of ftrength and fupport in the time of trial. Although

God preferves his people from many dangers, yet he has

no where promifed them deliverance from all. On the

contrary, we are told, " that all that will live godly in
*' Chrifl: Jefus mufl: fuffer perfecution ; and that through
*' much tribulation we mufl enter into the kingdom of
** God." Yet even in thefe circumftances, they are fafe,

becaufe God is with them in their afflictions ; his rod and

his ftafF powerfully fupport them. Need I tell you, that

here, in a particular manner, the text is exemplified :

T/je name of the Lord is a strong tower ; the righteous

runneth into it, and is safe. Under a fmarting rod, what

can a chHd of God do, but enter into his fecret chambers,

and fupplicate the affiftance and prefence of his reconciled

Father ? and has he not promifed to grant it ? Ifa. xHii. i.

*' But now, thus faith the Lord, that created thee, O Jacob!
*' and he that formed thee, O Ifrael ! fear not ; for I have
" redeemed thee ; 1 have called thee by thy name ; thou
" art mine." And has he not many times, in fad, grant-

ed it ? The three children walking at liberty in tlie midft
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'of the fire with the Son of God, as their companion, was
but one inflance of what has many times happened in

every age. Who would not rather be in the place of Paul

and Silas, fmging praifes to God in their chains, than be

the mafter of the world, with all the danger and anxieties

of a throne ? Let me here make an obfervation, which I

think is warranted both by fcripture and experience, that

jufl as in point of duty, fo alfo in point of fuftering, the

fecurity and con)fort of the people of God depends upon
their running into, and, if I may fo exprefs it, keeping

within the bounds of .their ftrong tower. If they keep

clofe to God, no fuffering will difconcert them; no ene-

my will terrify them ; but, if they negleft this, they may
be unhinged by a very flight trial. I hinted before, felf-

dependance will make men fall before a very trifling

temptation : but dependance on divine flrength will make
them fuperior to the greatefl:. In the very fame manner,

it hath been often feen, that perfons, who have lofl their

temper, or lofl: their courage, in fufferings of no extraor-,

dinary kind, when more feverely tried have behaved in-

finitely better, and being confirained to flee to God for

prote£lion, have found fuch benefit from it, that they

have flept in peace and comfort in a loathfome prifon,

have gone vvith an undaunted Hep to an ignominious fcaf-

fold, nay, and embraced, with joy and tranfport a halter

or a ftake.

3. In the laft place, The righteous is fafe under the

divine proteiSlion, as they are fure of deliverance in the

end, and complete victory over all fufferings of every kind.

Thus it is faid, Pfal. xxxiv. 17, to the end, " The righ-

'' teous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them
" out of all their troubles. The Lord is nigh unto them
" that are of a broken heart, and faveth fuch as be of a con-
*' trite Ipirlt. IVIany are the afflittions of the righteous;
••' but the iLord delivereth him out of diem all. He keep-
'* eth all his bones, not one of them is broken. Evil fliall

*"• flay the wicked, and they that hate the righteous Ihall

*' be defolate. The Lord redeemeth the foul of his fer-

'' vants ; and none of them that trufl in him fliall be dp-
'* folate." There is a great beauty in this laft paifage,
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which Is loH: or concealed in our tranflation ; it lies in the

oppofition between the 19th and 21(1 verfes. The 19th
verfe runs thus, " Many are the afHi<^ions of the righle-

" ous ; but the Lord delivereth him out of them ail." In
oppofition to this, it is faid, in the 2 ill verfe, as it fhould

be tranflated, " One evil fhall flay the wicked ; and they
*' that hate the righteous fliall be defolate." This proba-

bly points at the great diftinguiflnng fecurity of good men,
that their falvation is fafe in the keeping of God, and quiis

beyond the reach of their moft implacable enemies. "What-

ever llraitening circumllances they may be reduced to,

they have treafures in heaven, "which neither moth nor
" rufl can corrupt, nor thief break through and fleal."

They may be driven from their habitations, or baniflied

from their country; they may refembie thofe ofv/hom v/e

read, Heb. xi. 36, 37, 38. " And others had trials of cruel
" mockings, and fcourgings

; yea moreover of bonds and
" imprifonment. They were lioned, they were fawa
** afunder, were tempted, v/ere fiain v.dth the fwcrd ; they
" wandered about in (lieep llcins, and goat lliins ; being
" deftitute, afflicted, tormented, (of whom the world was
" not v/orthy;) they v;andered in deferts, and in moun-
" tains, and in dens, and caves of the earth ;" but they

cannot be baniflied from the kingdom of heaven. No ty-

rant can ftiut the gates of Paradife againll them ; for they

have been opened by him, " who openeth, and no man
" (hutteth ; and-lliutteth, and no man openeth." I have
often read with admiration, both in the infpired writings

and ecclefiafiicai hiflory, the patience and conllancy of the

martyrs. How edifying is it to obferve, that by witneffing

a good confefiion, together with the gracious influence of

the fpirit of God, they have become luperlor to the fear

of death, and iiave been enabled to defpife or pity the

weaknefs of perfecuting rage ? Sometimes we may clear-

ly P:fe, the unrighteous judges torn in pieces, widi the fury

of infernal paffions, vainly endeavoring to uTeal: their

malice, by newly invented tortures, and the happy pri-

Toners, as it were, already beyond their reach, while by
faith and hope they are firmly affared of " an inheritance

Vol. L
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" incorruptible and unckfiled, and that fadeth not away,
" referved in heaven above."

Havin^; thus confidered the nature of the ^ood man's

fecurit}', I am now to confuler the abfolute certainty of it.

On this I Ihall be very fliort, it relts upon the divine per-

feftion, the divin.c proniire, and the experience of the

faints. I. The divine perfe6lion. Is there any thing

too hard for the Ahiiighty f Is he not the Lord of nature ?

And are not all things obedient to his will ? The great

enemy of fouls, and all his inflruments and agents, are

under the government of God. He fets bounds to their

rage, and will not fuffcr tliem to go fo much as one hair's

breadth beyond the limits he hath appointed for them.

How great then muft be the fecurity of thofe who put dieir

truft in him ? Again,

2. Confider his faithful promife ; he hath faid it, he

hath repeated it, he hath fworn it, that his covenant fhall

ftand fall for ever. Every page of the lacred oracles is

full of the moft gracious affurances ; and thefe expreffec^

in the moll condefcending terms. Pla. xci. i,—4, " He
" that dwelleth in the fecret place of the Moft High, fliall

*' abide under the fliadow of the Almighty. I will fay of
*' the Lord, he is my refuge and tny fortrefs ; my God,
*' in him will I truil. Surely he fliall deliver thee from
*' the fnare of the fowler, and from the noifome pedilence.
''• He Ihall cover thee with his feathers, and under his

*' wings llialt thou trull : his truth fliall be thy fhield and
*' buckler." Zech. ii. 8. "• He that toucheth you, touch-

" eth. the apple of his eye." Nay, the very minifters of

his Providence are your attendants.'* Pfal. xci. 11. ''For
" he fliall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee
" in all thy ways."

3. Confider the experience of the faints ; they all, Avith

one voice, bear their tePtimony to the divine faithfulnefs

and mercy. It is with this particular view that the Pfalmill

fays, in that forecited text, Pfal. ix. 10. '' And they that

" know thy name will put th(fir trufl in thee ; for thou,

" Lord, halt not forfaken them that feek thee," And in-

deed in every age, Chrittians of flanding and experien9e

are ready to give their fanclion to the certainty of God's
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promifes, and will often confefs the greatnefs of his pad

mercy, even while they are chidiiiiii; their own impatience

and diilrafi:, that it can icarcely fufiice to embolden them
for future duty, and prepare them ibr future trials.

IV. I come now, in the lafl: place, to make fome prac-

tical improvement of what hath been faid. And, firft,

From what hath been faid, you may fee the finfulnefs of

diilruft. Has God laid fo noble a foundation for our de-

pendance upon him ; and are we ftill fo backward to the

duty ? Is not diftrull in fome meafure a denial of God
himfelf ? A denial of his prefence, a denial of his perfec-

tions, and difbelief of his promifes ? Let us all be cover-

ed with fhame, when we confider how much we have al-

ready diflionored him, in this refpeCl. And let us pray,

that he may enable us henceforward not only to fend up
our cries to heaven, for relief in diflrefs, but to cafl our

cares and burdens upon the Lord, in the faith " tliat he
*' will fuflain us, that he will never fuffer the righteous to

" be moved."

2. You may fee the remedy of difiruil, which is, to be
more and more acquainted with the name of God. Con-
template his glory in the vifible creation : he may be {Qtn

not only in his fpreading out the Heavens like a curtain,

but in the formation of the meanefl crexture ; in a pile of

grafs, or in a grain of fand. While you are daily tailing

his gifts, forget not to acknowledge his bounty, in the ri-

fmg fun, the growing corn, and the falling rain. Think
of his faithful word, read his promifes, lay them up in

your memories, write them in your hearts; and efpecially,

the exceeding great and precious promifes of the everlair-

ing gofpel, which may be yours, which you are intreated

to accept as yours, and if they be not yours, you fhall ren-

der an account to himfelf at the lafl: day, for receiving

them in vain. Think alio of his Providence, all you
have feen, and all you have felt, of preferving goodnefs,

and of redeeming grace ; and continue to cleave to him as

your portion, in the Pfalmift's words, Pfalm xlviii. 14.
*' This God is our God, for ever and ever, he will be our
*' guide even unto death."
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3. In the lafl place, learn from hence, what is the fureft

and fliorted, and indeed, the only fafe way of deliverance

from fufTering. Flee to God as your strong toiver^ by
prayer and fupplication : but with this, endeavor by the

renewed exercife of faith in your Redeemer's blood, to

afcertain your title to the favor of God ; endeavor by a

ftedfaft adherence to your duty, to commit your ways to

God ; and fo foon, and fo far, as you have good grouncl

to know that you are his children, you ought to refill and
banifli every doubt of your fecurity, Rom. viii. 28. "And
*' we know, that all things work together for good to them
*' that love God ; to them who are the called according to

" his purpofe." Vcrfe 32, of the fame chapter, " He that

" fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

*' how fliall he not with him aho freely give us all things."
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THE NATURE and EXTENT of VISIBLE REIJGION.

SERMON 15.

MATTHEV/ V. i6.

Let yciir light so shine before men, that they maij see t/ovr

p-ood works, and glorify your Father xvhich is in Heaven.

THERE are two different divifions frequently made
of praiSlical religion. One, into our duty to God,

and our duty to man. Not as though every part of our

duty were not to be ultimately referred to God, and to be

done from a regard to his authority enjoining it ; but be-

caufe there are fome duties, of the performance of which
the Lord our maker, and fome of which our neighbor is

the immediate objedl. Another common divifion is into

the hidden and the apparent part ; the inward frame and
temper of the mind, and the outward life and converfa-

tion. Thefe two divifions, though they are near a-kin to

one another, and often by indiftindt fpeakers in a great

meafure confounded, yet are by no means one and the

fame ; and when the difference is not fuificientlv attend-

cd to, it is followed by many bad confequences. It is

undeniable that God is chiefly delighted with truth in the

inward parts ; 3^et there are many of the duties Vi^e owe to

God, which ought to have an outward expreffion, which
without it will not be acceptable to him, but which are

greatly neglefted by thofe who imagine that a good life

and converfation implies no more than the performance
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of a few of the mon: obvious and neceflary fecial virtues.

The truth is, there are few things that feem to be lefs un-

fierHood than the nature, extent, and obligation of vifible

leligion. Some lean to one extreme, and feme to ano-

ther. Reproaches are mutually thrown upon one ano-

ther. Some are blamed for too much profeflion; and they

are ready to retort the charge, and blame their accufers

with at lead equal juftice, for too little, or none at all.

In the mean time there are too few of any fort who have

fuch a conduct and charadler as really adorns the dodlrine

of their Saviour, and ferves for the inllruction of finners,

or the edification and comfort of thofe who fear God. For

this reafon I have chofen to ipifift a little upon thefe words

of our Saviour to his difciples, in his excellent fermon on

the mount, '• Let your light fo fliine before men, that they
*' may fee your good works, and glorify your Father which
*' is in heaven."

I am fenfible that fome, and particularly one commen-
tator of great eminence, underlland thefe words as addrelT-

ed only, or chiefly, to the twelve apollles; and that h^
}ight is to be underflood their doftrine, which they were
to let, or to fuffer to fliine; freely to communicate, as they

had freely received it. This they prefume to have been
intended, in oppofition to the Heathen philofophers and
the Jevv'ifli teachers, who confined their inllructions to

their fchools, and imparted what they efleemed their molt

valuable difcoveries only to a few feleft difciples. To fup-

portthis interpretation, it is alledged, that the metaphor of

light is condantly ufed in Scripture to fignify knowledge ;

and that of darknefs, ignorance. But though this be the

primary intention of the metaphor, it is furely fometimes

carried on to exprefs the eflecls of knowledge ; and not

only walking in the light (as i John i, 7,) but fliining as

lights in the world, (as in Phil. ii. 15,) an expreffion al-

nioft the fame with that in our text, is ufed to fignify holi-

nefs of life. Befides, I do not think the above interpre-

tation can be made, without fome conftraint, to agree

with the expreifion in the lall part of the verfe, *' that they
*' may fee your good works." I -underlland the words,

therefore, as originally addrelTed to all who then heard our
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Lord's difcourfe, and now to all profeffing Chiilllans ; and

by the expreffion, '* Let your light fo fliine before men,
*' that they may fee your good works ;" that the holiiiefs

and purity of their converfation fiiould be vifible and emi-

nent ; that men, by obferving it, might be conRrained to

acknowledge the truth and power of die principles which

produced it, and perfuaded to yield themfelves alfo to their

government.

In dlfcourfmg upon this fubjeft, what I propofe, through

divine alTiIlance, is,

I. To illuftrate the meaning and extent of the exhorta-

tion, Let your light so shine before men^ that they may
see yourgood ivorks

:

II. To illullrate the motives with which it is enforced,

as they are contained in the text, the glory of God, and
the good of others : And, in the laft place, to make ibme
practical improvement of what may be faid. \

I. Tn the firfi: place, then, let us coniidcr the extent

and meaning of the exhortation, " Let your light fo fliine

*' before men, that they may fee your good works." This,

in general, includes the whole of vifible religion ; every

part of the duty of a Chriftian, to which his neighbors are

or may be witneffes. And here it is of importance to oh-

ferve, that though the inward temper of the mind is not in

itfelf and immediately the objedl of human obfervation
;

and though there may be, and there is, much hypocriiy in

the world ; yet every difpofition of the heart hath a natural

and genuine expreflion, and may be more clearly or more
obfcurely difcerned by fome outward fymptoms. There
are therefore few groifer miftakes than to fuppofe, either

that no conclufions will, or that none ought, to be drawn
by the world about us, concerning our inward difpofitions,

from our outward carriage. So eltabliflied is the connexi-

on between them, that hypocrites are ufually much more
fuccefsful in deceiving themfelves than the world. On
the other hand, thofe who, from a real or pretended fear of

the imputation of hypocrify, put olf all outward appeai'-

ances of devotion, and abflain from all exprellions of tlie

inward exercife of their fouls, will hardly perfuade any
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impartial perfon, that the hidden fource Is flrcng and
plentiful, when the Itreams which fhoiild iffue from it are

io eafily concealed. Other natural aflt'(!lions of the mind,

as forrovv, anger, and joy, do immediately difcover them-

Iclves in the countenance and carriage ; and though they

may be retrained and moderated, can fcarcely be wholly

or loncj concealed : Why then fliould it be othervvife with

religious aire>^ions, which are at leafi: as juft in their na-

ture, and much more noble in their object ? I am afraid we
may fay, with too much truth, that there is but little real

religion in the world at prefent ; and yet even that little

is often, in a molt lliameful and cowardly manner, dlfiem-

bled or denied.

But becaufe the imprefTion of general truths is but fel-

clom ftrong or lading, I Ihall add a few particular obferva-

lions, for opening the meaning and extent of this exhor-

ration. Let your light shine before men. And, in the

first place, If you would make your light to fhine before

the world, you mufl be careful of the praftice of fuch du-

ties as are moll rare and uncommon ; and tliat w hetheV

their being fo arifes from the difficulty of the duties them-

fjlves, or from the peculiar degeneracy and contrary prac-

tice of any particular age or place. The metaphor itfclf

will teach you this. Nothing can be faid to Ihine, but

that which throws out a dillinguilhed luflre, in comparifon'

of other objefts. Thofe who are but as other men, and

do no way excel the world about them, cannot pcflibly

bring any honor to their profefiion, or be properly laid to

make their light to fhine. Thus our Saviour argues, in

reconmiending a very rare and eminent virtue,* '• But
"• I fay unto you, Love your enemies, blefs them that

"• curie you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for

*'• them which defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you.

—

" For if ye love them that love you, what reward liave ye ?

*• do not even the publicans the fame f And if ye falute

*' your brethren only, what do ye more than others ?"

I obferved, in entering upon this particular, that the

pn.-^lice of lbme duties may be uncommon, either Ironi

the diliiculty of the duties themfclves, or the peculiar de-

* Matth. V. 44, 46, 4r.
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generacy of any particular age or place. The firfl of thefe

happens in all thofe cafes in which the law of God, from

its parity and fpirituality, is moil immediately contrary

to the bent of carnal affeflion. For though it be true in

general, as the apoille Paul tells us,* that '' the carnal
*' mind is enmity againft God ; for it is not fubjeft to the
" law of God ; neither indeed can be ;" yet this enmity
is much llronger in fome cafes than in oth.ers. Some of

thofe gracious difpofitions which fhone in the man Chrift

Jefus when he dwelt among us, full of grace and truth,

and which he fo ardently recommends, fuch as, contempt
of the world, and heavenlinefs of mind, meeknefs, humi-
lity, the forgiv^enefs of injuries, and the love of our ene-

mies, are much more oppofite to the tendency of corrupt

nature, than fome other parts of the moral law. Or, to

fpeak more properly, it is only by an obedience to the

will of God, carried to this degree, and manifeftly flowing

from fuch principles, and fuch an inward temper, that we
can make our light to fliine in the view of an obferving

world.

I took notice alfo, that whether any duty be difficult or

eafy in itfelf, if it is negle6ted, or brought into contempt,

by the peculiar degeneracy of any age or place, he who
would make his light to fliine before men, muft, v/ith

boldnefs and refolution, with fledfaftnefs and confiancy,

adhere to the pradice of it. If in any place, or in any
age, the very outward attendance" upon the ordinances of

Chrifi:'s inRitution is made light of, or defpifed, by many
of every rank ; if the name of God is profaned and abufed

by unholy converfation ; it is then the duty of every real

fervant of God, publicly to manifeft his eileem and love

for divine ordinances, and to maintain the highefi: reve-

rence for the holy name of God in his difcourfe and lan-

guage. And, if I am not miftaken, the very meaning of

making our light to fliine before men, is, to be doubly

watchful in all fuch cafes, not only on our own account,

but upon account of others ; or, as our Saviour exprefied

it, that they may fee our good works : For inftance, not

* Rem. viii. 7.

Vol. I. Q X
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only to elleem the inftitutions of ChriO: in tt^e gofpel, for

their tendency to promote our fanftification and comfort,

but even when thefe purpofes mi?ht be at leaft as well ob-

tained in another way, at particular times; yet to attend

carefully upon public ordinances, that we niay contribute

our part to preferve the refpe6l that is due to them : or, in

the other cafe fuppofed, when profane fwearing is common
and prevalent, to difcover the deeper reverence for the holy

name ol God, and ufe the utmolt caution in the whole of

our converfation, to avoid every doubtful ei%prfcflion, or

any thing that may have a tendency to infnare the un-

wary, or confirm the wicked in an evil courfe. You will

probably conclude, that my mentioning thefe two infiances

arifes from a perfuafion that thefe fins prevail remarkably

among us in the prefent age, and your conclufion is juft,

I fliall add one more to them, viz. voluptuoufnefs ; either

excefifive fenfuality and intemj^erance, or at lead a pleafing

of the Hefii, with a total negleft of mortification and felf-

denial. And be affured, my brethren, you are piarticu-

larly called upon, by the exhortation in the text, in thefe

and every other infiance of the like kind, not to lofe your

horror of fin by the frequency of it, but, according to the

exhortation of the apoftle Paul,* to be " blamelefs and
*' harmlefs, the fons of God, without rebuke, in the midil
*' of a crooked and perverfe nation, among whom ye fliine

" as lights in the world."

In the fecond place. In order to make your light fhine

before men, you mult aft an unexceptionable part in all

I'uch cafes as your condudl falls moU immediately^ and

r\\o\k fully ^ under the observation of others. I have faid

above, that the exhortation in its full extent, includes

the whole of vifible religion. But there are fome cafes in

which our condudl is comparatively more vifible than in

others, and more immediately fubjedted to the examina-

tion of the world. As there are lomc places more con-

fpicuous and expofed to public view than others, fo are

there alfo Ibme perfons in the 'whole of their deportment,

and fome adlions of the fame perfons. It is the lad of

* Phil. ji. 15.
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thefe that chiefly relates to my prefent fubjecV. Are yoii

not fenfible then, that hi thole anions which fall moft

immediALely under the obfervation of others, the greateft

caution and circumfpe6lion is neceilary ? It is from thefe

that the judgment of men is chiefly formed of protefling

Chnllians, and tiie character fixed which they mufl: bear

in the world. With refpcdl to other actions, men proceed

more upon conjecture, and therefore will not, even them-

felves, lay fo much ftrefs upon their obfervations ; but in

fucii as are wholly fubjc6ted to their view, their conclufi-

ons are peremptory. If you aflc, what are thofe actions

that fall moll: immediately under the obfervation of others ?

I anfwer, they are many. Moll of thofs of which our

nei)£hbor is the object ;
particularly all relative duties,

and alfo the government of the tongue. Although thofe

who are converfant with you, may make flirewd gueffes,

by what they fee in your outward deportment, whether

you are conllant in fecret devotion, or ferious and fervent

in public, they muil Itill labor under much uncertainty.

But a neighbor will quickly and certainly know whether

you are friendly or felfilh, frovvard or peaceable ; a wife

mull know, whether (lie hath an afFedtionate hufband, and

a hufband whether he hath a dutiful wife ; a fervant mufl

know, whetner he is under a reafonable and gentle, or a

capricious and cru«l mailer ; and a mafler, whether he

hath a fubmiffive and diligent, or an idle and flothful fer-

vant. The fame thing holds with refpett to every other

relation. And as to the government of the tongue, the

world mufl know whether your converfation is pure and
inoflenfive at all times, and profitable, as opportunities

prefent tliemfelves ; or if it is frothy, unprofitable and

vain, rafli, peevifh, paffionate, unchalle, or cenforious.

As therefore, in the language of our Saviour, a city that

is let on a hill cannot be hid ; fo a Chriltian, in thefe

cafes, cannot be concealed. And I hope 1 may be al-

lowed to fay, without being thought to put the fhadow of

religion for the fubllance, or prefering the form to the

fpirit, that he ought, in all fuch cafes, to be particularly

watchful that nothing may efcape him, which may, in its

confequences, tend to the dillionor of God, or the ruin of

the fouls of men.
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In the third place, In order to make your light to fhina

before men, you muR be careful in the difcharge of fuch

duties as are moil acceptable to others. It is felf-evident,

that if there are fome of the duties which we owe to our

neiglibors more acceptable to them than others, nothing

wijl more recommend religion to their efleem, which is

the defign of a Ihining converfation, than the faithful dif-

charge of fuch duties. Now, that there are fome duties

more acceptable to maiikind than others, is very evident

;

and none will call it in queftion, who refledl upon the

cUffcrent reception given to thole duties which promote

men's temporal intereft, and thofe which reftrain or pu-

riiPa their crimes. The one clafs of thefe procures the love

and elleem of all without exception, v/hcther good or bad ;

the other often provokes the refentment and inflames the

paffions of the vicious, who make fo great a part of the

world. Retiedl alio what a different reception is ufually

given to a covetous hard-hearted oppreflbr, or to a fraudu-

lent unjuit man, on the one hand ; and to a profane fwear-

er, a drunkard, or defpifer of religion, on the other. The
firll is hated and fled from by all ; the lad is freely caref-

ied by many, and indeed often by thofe from whofe pro-

fcliion a more equal and impartial deteftation of vice and
wickednefs might have been expe6led. This is eafily to

be accounted for, if we confider that worldly interell is

the idol of by far the greatell part of men, and that there

is too llrong a bias to it in the very beft.

From this it is plain, that he who would make his light

to fhine before others, mull be extremely careful of fuch

duties as are moll acceptable to them, particularly juftice

and integrity in all his dealings ; and fuch juftice as, if

poliible, may be beyond difpute, and to the conviftion of

all. There was a very great beauty and dignity in the

language of Samuel to the children of Ifrael, when he was

able to appeal to themfclves, as to the unblameablenefs of

his conduit among them in a public Ration :
" * Behold,

'•^ hear I am, witnefs againfi: me before the Lord, and be-

" fore his anointed : whofe ox have I taken ? or whofe

* 1 Sam. xii. 3.
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" afs have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? whom
" have I opprefied ? or of whofe hand have I received any
" bribe to bhnd my eyes therewith ? and I will reflore it

" unto you. And they faid, Thou haft not defrauded us,

*' nor opprefied us, neither haft thou taken ought of any
" man's hand." Mercy and charity alfo to thofe in dif-

trefs is univerlldly acceptable : this is llill more accepta-

ble to mankind in general than juflice alone. The rea-

fon is, they think they have a claim to jullice, and, in

many cafes, can obtain it by compulfion, when it is not

willingly given them. Befides, that worldly wifdom may
eafily be conceived the principle of juft dealings, through

fear of a difcovery, and its confequences : but charity and
compaflion to the neceillties of others, is looked upon as

the free unconftrained exertion of good difpofitions. The
apoftle Paul fuppofes a difference in the ellimation of the

world, between a merely righteous or jufl man, and a gocd

or merciful man, when he fays,* *' for fcarcely for a
" righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good
" man feme would even dare to die."

The fame felfifli bias in men to their worldly interefl

will indeed fometimes carry them fo far, as to make them
exceffive and unreafonable in their expedlations. The
world feems not onl^ to expedl, that thofe who profefs to

fear God fnould be juft and upright in their dealings, mer-
ciful and charitable to proper ohjedls; but that they fliould

be at all times ready to yield up their own rights to the

extravagant demands of worldly men, and give fuch evi-

dences of felf-denial, as are neither confifient with wif-

dom nor with piety. Thefe exceffive expeftations of the

world, which it is found by experience impoffible to grati-

fy, are too apt to make fome, in peeviflmefs and difplea-

iure, throw up all hopes of, or endeavors after, avoiding its

reproaches. This istodifobey God, becaufe it is impoffi-

ble perleftly to pleafe men. The more ready they arc to

take offence without reafon, the more watchful ought the

confcientious Chriftian to be, that he may give no jufl:

ground for it. And undoubtedly the private example, cr

* Rom. V. 7.



538 The Nature and Extent

the public endeavors of any perfon for reformation, bid

much fairer for fuccefs, when his conduct is fuch in the

particulars above-mentioned, as the world in general muft

ccnfefs to be amiable and excellent.

I fliall only add one conhderation more, to fliew the ne-

celTity or propriety of lliining in fuch duties as are moll

acceptable to others. It is, that ufually the loole or pro-

fane part of the world, in order to prevent or wipe off in

fome meafure, the reproach which their conduit, in other

inftances, brings upon them, pretend to glory in the jull-

Tiefs of their dealings, their generofity and charity ; and
this often not without infmuations, that thofe who appear

to be religious, arc not fo Uriel in point of moral honeily.

It is therefore incumbent on every Jervant of God to make
his practice a continual and vifible refutation of this ca-

lumny; and to fliew, that none can, to fuch perfection,

difcharge any moral duty whatever, as thofe who are re-

newed in the fpirit of their minds, and having the love

of God filed abroad in their hearts, muft of confequence

love their brethren alfo.

In the fourth and laft place. If you would make your

light fliine before men, you muft be diligent in the prac-

tice of fuch duties as are moft profitable to others. It

will not be difficult to deterniine, what are the duties moft

profitable to otliers, if we only confider what has the moft

immediate tendency to promote their fpiritual and eter-

n il intereft. Of this kind, there are many incumbent on
perfons of every ftation, and in every lituation ol life I

though the obligation of them is little thought of, for the

jnoft part, and the pra6lice generally negleded : fuch as,

private and perfonal inftrudlion, tender and affc6lionate

counfel, faithful admonition and reproof. Every one

of iis knows the perlons to whom his influence extends,

y>hen any fcheme for his worldly intereft and advance-

ment, or t!\at of his friends, or the power and credit of his

party, is at ftake ; but few think ofufuig the fame in-

tereft for the glory of God, and the falvation of deluded

iinners.

Of this kind are all the duties of fuperiorsto their inferi-

ors; as parents and heads of fajniltes, teachers of youth.
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miniflers of the gofpel, magiftrates and rulers. Thefe

every one, in their leveral capacities, are obliged, either

more directly, or by confequence, to promote the everlait-

ing interefl: of thole who are under them ; and nothing

will make their light more to fliine, nothing will contri-

bute more to adorn and iilullrate their Chrillian charader,

than a faithful, zealous, and diligent difcharge of the du-

ties of thefe llations.

Perhaps it may be thought, that the reafoning on the

former particular is contrary to this ; and that if thefe du-

ties, which are acceptable to others, make a ChriRian's

converfation to fliine, the practice of fuch as men -are

averfe from fubmitting to, muft have an oppofite efled:.

But this is far from being the cafe : for though fome (ins

are contrary to other fins, religion is confident through-

out ; and every part of it, infiead of obfcurlng, throws a

lullre upon another. This will eafily appear, if youcon-

iider, that hov>'ever unwilling men are to be in(lru6led in

their duty, or reftrained and limited from their irregular

indulgence ; fo foon as the endeavors ufed for that pur-

jxjfe are fuccefsful, they will, with the highefi; tljankful-

nefs, acknowledge the care bellowed upon them. I'hough

a child may, at firfl:, and for fome time, be impatient of

the father's authority ; if it is attended with fuccefs, he

will ever afterwards reckon it one of the greatell blellings

of his life ; and the memory of fuch a parent will be- in-

finitely more dear, than of one who has fliown the mofl;

partial and indulgent fondnefs.

Further, fuch duties, though they may be harfli and un-

pleafant tothofe who are the immediate objedls of them ;

yet as they are unqueftionably good and ufeful in them-

felves, they muft command the elleem and approbation of

every impartial obferver. It is indeed by this means
alone, or chiefly, that the public honor and credit of reli-

gion is preferved, amongft fo great a majority who are

enemies to it in their hearts. What they would hate and

refift, or perhaps revile, in their own cafe ; when others

are concerned, confcience conftrains them to bear a clear

and ftrong teftimony in its favor. Nay, not only fo, but

the moll wicked and profligate, though they hate religion
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and rigliteoufnefs in itfclf ; yet are they fufficienlly fenfi-

hle of the connection between a religious profefllon and
its proper fruits, and fufficiently apt to reproach thofe in

whom they obferve the deficiency ; and that in fuch cafes

as the performance would be painful, and not acceptable

to themfelves. Thus a child of a flothful parent, a liibje^l

of an unfaithful magiilrate, if their profeflion is fuch as to

make the neglect fcandalous, Ihall defpife them in their

hearts, and fometimes go fo far as to reproach them by
their words, even where their own eafe and fecurity is

wholly owing to that very criminal indulgence. From
all which it evidently appears, that a confcientious dif-

charge of fuch duties as are moll ufeful and profitable to

olhers, is highly proper to make our light to fliine before

men.
I am fenfible, my brethren, that thefe clafles into which

I have divided our public and vifible duties, viz. fuch as

are moil rare and uncommon, fuch as are mofl: fubject to

the obfervation of others, fuch as are mod acceptable, and
fuch as are molt profitable to them, are not fo entirely

didinft one from another, but that there are many parts of

the duty of a Chriftian, which fall under more than one of

thefe divifions, and fome that may perhaps fall under them
all

; yet I have mentioned them feparately, becaufe each

of them hath fome duties which do peculiarly, or at leafl;

eminently belong to itfelf : and as every one of them con-

tributes to fliew us the extent of our duty upon the whole,

fo they, at the fame time, ferve to fet the obligations to it

in a firiking light.

II. I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, which
was, briefly toillultrate the two motives added in the text

to enforce the exhortation ; and thefe are, the glory of

.God, and the good of others.

I. The glory of God. The glory of God is the fu-

preme and higheft aim of every real Chriflian, to which
every other defign is fubordinate'and fubfervient. I am
not ignorant, that prol'ane and worldly \wq.\\ are apt to

deride this 'language, of the glory of God being the high.

,

tit aim of a Chrillian. It is not however thq lefs agree-
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able to truth, that it is contrary to the fpirit of the world :

" * For the natural man receiveth not the things of the
** Spirit of God : for they are fooliflinefs unto him ; nei-

" thercan he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually dif-

" cerned." It might be fufficient to fupport this manner
of fpeaking, to fay, it is agreeable to the word of God,
which is a much furer tefl: of truth, than any maxims efla- •

blifhed by human wifdom. But for filencinggainfayers in

Ibme meafure, though their conviftion (without a change

of heart) cannot be hoped for, I would obferve, that it is

the chara<fler of a Chriflian to love God above all : and
is it not a natural confequence of fupreme love, to be jea-'

lous of the honor and zealous in the intereft and caufe of

the object of our elleem ? Real love cannot, even ia

imagination, be feparated from this its natural effect ancj

expreffion.

Now, if this is once admitted, there is no way in

which we can fo well, or rather there is no way in which
we can at all promote the glory of God, but by a holy and
iinblameable converfation. As the works of creation are

faid to fliew forth his glory, becaufe they point out his na-

tural perfections exerted in their formation ; fo his reafon-

able creatures glorify him, when his image, or fome re-

femblance of his moral excellence, and this as his Own
workmanfliip, is difcerned upon their hearts.

It is no doubt, in one view, difficult for us to conceive

how the glory of God, who is perfedt and unchangeable,

ihould at all depend upon our conduct : yet as this is the

light in which he hath reprefented it to us himfelf, fo it

is neceffarily felt in this manner by every one of his fer-

vants. Indeed we fee, that the unholinefs or the un-

guarded conduct of thofe who profefs to ferve God, and
ftand in an apparent relation to him, has the greatcft ten-

dency to dilhonor him, as far as that expreffion hath any
meaning or propriety in it. The Hate ot the v/orld may
eafily convince us of this ; for as no argument has been
oftener ufed againft the gofpel, fo none ever gave it a

deeper wound, than the wicked lives of its profefibi s. As

* i Cor. ii. 14.

Wl. I. 3 Y
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many, therefore, as have any regard to the glory of God,
or the honor of the Redeemer's name, muft carefully en-

deavor to make their light ihine before men, " that they
" may fee their good works, and glorify their Father
*' which is in heaven."

2. The other obligation contained in the text, to an

ufeful or fliining converfation, is the good of others. As
fome degree of love to mankind is natuially implanted in

every heart, and as love to others is the fecond command-
ment of the law, and a neceffary effect of the love of God;
fo it is impoffible but this love, if it be real, muft, in eve-

ry believer, evidence itfelf in a deep concern for and con-

Icientious endeavor after, the falvation of others. Whom-
foever we love, we naturally exprefs this love, by endea-

voring to avert from them thofe ills which we moft fear,

and to procure for them thofe advantages which to our-

felves appear moft valuable : and therefore, the looking

upon finners with indifference, and not ufing the means
in our power for their recovery and falvation, is the moft

unqueftionable evidence, either of our not believing the

important truths of religion, or being altogether void of

good-will to our fellow-creatures, or rather of both ; be-

caufe they are effential branches of the fame character.

A parent who fliould profefs, from his own experience,

to have the greateft apprehenfions of the danger of a cer-

tain pradice, and yet fhould freely fuffer or encourage his

children in the fame pradlice, would give good ground to

judge, either that his fears were wholly affedled, or that

he vv\is altogether deftitute of love to his children, or con-

cern for their welfare.

Now, how can any man more effectually promote the

real, that is, the everlafting intereft of others about him,

than by a ftiining example of piety and ufefulnefs of con-

verfation ? A blamelefs life, fuch as becometh the gofpel,

is a more effectual reprimand to vice, and a more inviting

argument to the practice of religion, than the beft of rea-

foning. Reafon and argument, for pattern and example,

is but as an uninformed picture to a living man. The
moft part. of mankind are beft inftruded by their fenfes,

and are both unwilling to attend to, and incapable of ger-
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celving the force of fpeculative reafoning ; but a good life,

anfwering to what their own confciences declare to be

right, is a fenfible reprefentation, that never fails to make

am impreffion, both on the memory and heart. As the

impreifion on the wax is more difcernible than the en-

graving on the feal, though this lall be jull and perfeiSl,

whereas many accidents may render the imprefled image

faulty and defetlive ; fo though a juft and complete view

ot the doftrine of Chrill: is only to be had from the fcrip-

tures of truth, yet the general integrity and uprightnefs

of a good man is more legible to the bulk of mankind

;

and being the charader of a man originally of like paffi-

ons with themfelves, engages them to imitate it. From

all this I conclude, that the love of God, and the love of

our neighbor, jointly concur in laying the ftrongeft obli-

gation upon every Chriftian to make his light fliine before

men.

III. I proceed now, in the laft place, to make fome

praftical improvement of what has been faid. And,

Firil, From what has been faid, you may fee in what

refpeft alone it is our duty to aim at the approbation of

others, and from what principle it ought to flow. We
are bound fo to order our outward converfation, as that it

may on the one hand, contribute nothing to the corrup-

tion of others, but rather that they may be invited to the

pradlice, and perfuaded of the excellence and amiablenefs

of true religion. There is no charader againft which our

Saviour pronounces a feverer doom, than that of being

religious that we may be feen of men ; that is to fay, when

the view is only to procure their applaufe to our own cha-

racter as a gratification of vanity. Such pcrfons have

their reward. But when the defign is, to watch that the

name of God be not blafphemed on our account, to bear

much fruit that God may be glorified, there are few things

more ufeful and important. For this reafon the friends

of religion owe no thanks to thofe who glory in a con-

tempt of what others think or fay of them, who are at no

pains to avoid the appearance of evil, but freely indulge

themfelves in whatever they can, with any plaufibility.
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alledge to be lawful in itfelf. They may cry out, as much
as they will, againll the uncharitablenefs and cenforiouf-

nefs of the world ; but they themfelves are adling in

downright contradiction to the exhortation in our text,

and neither fhow regard to the vviil of God, nor compafli-

on to the fouls of men. In oppofition to this, the Chrif-

tian who would make his light to fhine, in obedience to

his mafter's command, mull ufe the utmoll tendernefs

;

and circumfpeclion, not left his own reputation fliould

be wounded, but lefl religion fhould fuffer through his

unguarded condud. Such an one hath this advantage,

that though perfeclly to pleafe a capricious world is im-

poflible, he may yet obtain mercy of God to be faithful

;

and though there is a wo to die world becaufe of oftences,

he may efcape the wo of that man by whom the offence

Cometh.

In the fecond place, AVhat hath been faid upon this

fubjet\ ferves to reprove the fin, and fhew the danger, of

all thofe who are notcrioufly deficient in the praftice of

,

the duty recommended in the text. Indeed you may fee

from the extent of it, that it afl'ords ground of humiliation

for all without exception ; and, like every other precept

of the pure and holy law of God, fhews plainly, that a

perfedt righteoufnefs is not to be found in ourfelves ; and

that, for our final acceptance, we mufl be indebted to the

free grace of God, through the redemption that is in Chrifl

Jefus. But, in a particular manner, this reproof is direct-

ed to two forts of perfons.

Firll, Thofe who are wholly unprofitable to others, and
altogether infenfible of their obligation to profit them*

There are not a few in the world who openly jultify them-

felves, and extenuate their fins by this pretence, that they

do no harm to others; that, if they do evil, none fuffer

but themfelves. This is the ufual pretence of diffolute

livers, who are plunged in fenfuality. Let fuch confider

their entire neglect of the command of our Saviour in the

text ; let tliem confider their obligations to ferve God,
and the account they nuid render to him. Let me fup-

pole any of you had a fervant who fhould altogether ne-,

gledt your bufinels, and, upon.your reproving^him, flioiiki
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inake this excufe, I have done no harm, I have put no-

thing out of order, I have not hindered the other lervants

in their work; how would you be fatisfied? or rather

with what indignation would you receive the Ihamelels

pretence ? Let this then convince you of the juflice of

the fentence that Ihall at lad be pronounced by our Su-

preme Mafter upon all fuch : * " Cafl ye the unprofitable

" fervant into utter darknefs, where there ihall be weeping
" and wailing, and gnaihing of teeth." But the worll of it

is, this excule, weak as it is, is not true ; for all thofe who

are not profitable, muft be hurtful to others. Drunkards,

fwearers, profane and lafcivious jefters, and the whole tribe

of thofe who pretend to do harm to none but themfelves,

pollute and corrupt, by their example and influence, all

that come within their reach : fo that, for the hazard of

infedion, thieves and robbers are lefs dangerous compa-

nions.

But, fecondly, This reproof ought to be diredled to fuela

as are further chargeable with the actual guilt of feducing

others. How man}^ are there who, by the contrary me-
thods of flattering infmuations, or derifion and infult, as

they expect from the difpofitions of the perfons the one or

the other will be mofl fuccefsful, endeavor to banifh a

fenfe of religion from the minds of others, and gradually

to involve them in fin and guilt ? This is the immediate

tendency of all that converfation, which, with a malicious

pleafure, enlarges upon the real or fuppofed mifcarriages

of the people of God, and charges every profeffion of reli-

gion with hypocrify. How aggravated is the guilt of all

fuch, and how dreadful will be the punifliment ! They are

eminent and faithful agents for the devil. The works of

their father they do, and his reward they fliall fliare. As
the union and mutual love of the faints in heaven will in-

creafe the happinefs of every particblar member of that

blefled fociety ; fo we muft fuppofe, that the mutual re-

proaches of the damned and miferable fpirits in hell, accu-

fmg each other as the authors of their deflruftion, will

greatly Iharpen their anguilli. The fear of this feems to

* Matth. XXV. 30.
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have alarmed tlie rich man, even in torments, lefl his bre-

thren fnould come to the fame place. What mufl a child,

for example, ruined by the negle(5l of rellraint, or perni-

cious example of a parent, think of or fay to tlie author of

liis mifery ? Oh I unmercifid monfter, and not a parent,

who, inftead of corre^ling, fported with or encouraged the

firlt inftances of impiety : who taught me, by example, to

profane my Creator's name, and to negleft his fervice

;

and who, though ambitious of making me rich and great

for a few days in a tranfitory world, had contributed to

bring me to, and fix me forever in this place of torment

!

Take warning then, I befeech you, all of every rank, and
increafe not your own condemnation by the guilt of fedu-

cing others.

Jn the third place, what hath been faid upon this fubjeft

"Will enable you to try the purity and fmcerity of your out-

ward converfalion. An inquiry here is of the more con-

fequencc, that we are in great danger of deceiving our-

felves, becaule both a truly ferious and a worldly motive »

may lead to many of the fame outward aflions. For this

purpoie let me afl>: you, whether it is the glory of God,
and the good of others, that makes you watchful of your

condudl ; or a tendernefs of your own reputation ? This
may be, in a good meafure, difcerned by the faithful fearch

land trial of your own hearts ; and particularly by obferv-

ing, whether the injuries and reproaches of wicked men
excite in you a greater refentment of the offence, or com-
pafTion for their folly. Again, I would aflc you, whether

you are equally confcientious in fuch duties as may be

painful and troublefome, and may expofe you to the re-

proaches and infults of the ungodly, as in thofe that im-

mediately tend to your outward honor and credit ? 1 have

fhown above, that it is neceffary to n^ake your light to

fnine, by the firll as well as the lafh Is then your con-

cern equal and impartial to fulfil the duties of your ftation,

whatever they are, whether agreeable or mortifying to the

fisfli ? or are you moll careful' when you will reap the

greateit prefent reward ? By examining into thefc parti-

culars, you may be enabled to judge of the purity of }'ou/

intentions.
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In the lafl place, fuffer me to improve this fubjeft, by

an earneft exhortation to all who now hear nie, to the

pra6lice «f the duty recommended in the te:;t, to '' make
" your light Ihine before men, that they may fee your
" good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven."

That this may be the more diftiii6t and efFedual, I faall

addrefs it to three different clafles.

P'irll, To thofe who are the profeiTed advocates of good

works. Every one who hath any experience of, or com-

merce with the world, mull know, that there is a let ot

men who profefs to love and efteem thofe difcourfes only

that teach and recommend good works ; and that in order

to ftate a diflinclion where there ought to be none, be-

tween the truths of the glorious gofpel, and the dodrines

of morality. 1 intreat all of you to confider what hath

been faid of the great extent of vifible religion, and it will

have a greater tendency to humble you, and excite you to

feek the fanftifying grace of God as the fource of true ho-

linefs, than to glory in the excellence or perfeftion of

your moral characler. Take heed alfo, that you fall not

into the Ihameful inconfiiiency too common in the world,

of being the ftrongell pleaders for moral preaching, and

the lead tender of moral practice. What a fliame and

fcandal is it, and how pitiful in the eyes of thofe who un-

derftand what true and undefiled religion is, to hear one

who is unwilling, unable or afhamed to worftiip God in his

own family, who is but rarely to be feen in the public af-

femblies of God's people, v;ho hardly ever gave child or

fervant a ferious advice, but whom they have often fcen

guilty of drunkennefs and excefs; to hear, I fay, fuch an

one rife up as an advocate for morality; to hear him cry-

ing out, morality is the whole of religion ; and therefore

that he cannot endure fuch Huff as convidtion and humi-

liation, converfion or regeneration, flying to, embracing,

or relying upon a Saviour; phrafes which, among too ma-

ny, are now going into defuetude; whether they retain

their important meaning, I fhall leave to the judgment of

another day. Nay, I am afraid we might produce more

inftances than one, capable of faying, upon hearing a dif-

courfe of the love of God, " Such things are not totbe uu-
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*' derflood ; 'twere pity but minifters would fatlsfy them-
" felves with preaching plain morality ;'* as if the love of

God, which is the fum and fubflance of the moral law,

were no part of it at all. To fuch may it not juftly be
faid, " * Thou that makeft thy boail of the law, through
*•' breaking the law difhonoreil thou God r" Let all fuch of

you, therefore, be exhorted to a(5t up to their chara6ler,
''' If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.'*
But be fure you underfland what thefe commandments
are : and then, if you can maintain before God, who is

greater than your hearts, that you have kept thefe perfectly
' in thought, word and deed, you may refl your falvation

upon it ; for it not only was, but continues to be a certain

truth, that " the nan who doth them fhall live in them.'*

But it is greatly to be feared, that this is a fource of life,

by far too deep for any of the children of Adam to draw
it out.

In the fecond place, I would addrefs this exhortation to

all who have, or profefs to have a high efleem of the doc-

trine of ChriR, and of him crucified. Extremes com-
*

inonly beget one another ; and fo the ill-founded zeal

which defpifers of the gofpel fometimes pretend for good
works, makes others fiate themfelves in oppofition to them,

and makes the word itfelf to have an unacceptable found.

But, my brethren, beware of being thus overcome of evil.

Remember the words of our Saviour, " Let your light fo

" fnine before men, that they may fee your good works."

Hear alfo the apodle Paul, " j This is a faithful faying,
••' and thefe things I will that thou afErm confiantly, that

" they which have believed in God, might be careful to
*' maintain good works." You cannot more effedually

bring a reproach on that holy name by which you are cal-

led, and in which you glory, than by being enemies in

• word or in deed to holinefs and purity of converfation, or

by not being even apparently and vifibly holy. For
though you mufl; lay your account with the reproach of

ir.en, and hatred of the world in many cafes, wo is pro-

iiouriced againil you, if you do not "love them that hate

* Rom. ii. 23. f Titus iii. 8,
'
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<' you, and Llefs them that perfecute you." Let therefore

your converllition be without ofFence. Neglect not any

part of your duty in the fi'^ht of the world, and be the

more watchful, that, on account of your profeffion, they

will be the more dihgent in obferving, and the more fevere

in cenfuring your conduft. Whilfl: therefore you remem-

ber that taith in Ghrifl is the only fource ofnew obedience,

remember alfo, that faith without works is dead, being

alone.

In the lad place, I would addrefs this exhortation to all

fuch in this audience as, by their office or Ration, or wealth

or charafter, are raifed above others. You will furely be

fenfible of the propriety of this exhortation, " Let your

" light fo fhine before men, that they may fee your good

" works." You are placed in a confpicuous fituation, ex-

pofed to public view, and your influence will be great,

whether it be profitable or hurtful. You ought not to

count your higher ftation in life a favor blindly bellowed

on you for your pleafure only, but a truft committed t®

you for which you muft render an impartial account. How
lliould this reprefs and reflrain all vain-glorious ollen-

tation of the temporary differences between man and

man, and excite to a diligent improvement of your talents

againil the coming of your Lord, when the highell. fnall be

upon a level with the lowefl. I hope it will contribute to

enforce the exhortation, that, in this age, the declining

ftate of religion loudly calls for the aillllance of all to its

rivival, but particularly for eminent and fliining exam-

ples. How hard is it, that when vice and infidelity have

fo many advocates in writing and converfation, there

fhould be fo few exerting themfelves in their ifation for

the promoting of truth and righteoufnefs 1 And let none

excufe themfelves for their own neglect of duty, by throw-

ing the blame upon others, and holding up to light the

iloth or wickednefs ofthofe who are moll eminently guilty.

Let none fay, " Alas, my fphere of ufefulnefs is very nar-

" row, my influence is very fmall ; but if thole who are

" in more eminent flations, and whofe llations, give them
" greater weight, would but exert theuifelves, the eflec't

*' would be fenfible." Remember your fiations are jull

Vol. I. 3 ^
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what God hath afligned you, and for thefe, and thefe

alone, you are to be called to an account. The lefs im-

portant they are, the duties are the more eafily fulfilled,

and the negledt, in one refped at leaft, (though I cannot

fay in all,) more criminal and inexcufeable. To conclude,

Let the wife and powerful magiftrates, miniders, parents,

and heads of families, be diligent in diicharging the duties

incumbent upon them, and join earneft prayer to God,

that he would arife and effeftually plead his own caufe.

Amen.
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THE HAPPINESS OF THE SAINTS IN HEAVEN.

SERMON 16.

Rev. vii. 15.

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him
day and night in his temple.—

MY brethren, however great a degree of corruption

prevails at prefent in the viiible church, the very

profeflion of every Chriflian, implies a renunciation of the

world, and a fixed hope of a better (late. His attendance

upon the ordinances of God on earth, is in order to fecure

the poiTeffion, and prepare himfelf for the enjoyment of the

heavenly inheritance. He confeflfeth that he is a ftranger

and pilgrim on the earth ; that he lives by faith, and not

by fight. And, therefore, nothing can be more fuitable

to his character ; nothing more conducive to his comfort,

than frequent views of the employment and happinefs of

the fpirits of jufl: men made perfect.

And, furely, this is a fubjecl highly proper for our me-
ditation on the evening of a communion Sabbath. In this

ordinance, you have had the price paid for this glorious

inheritance fet before you by fymbolical reprefentation,

that your faith in, and hope of the poiTeflion of it, might

be the more confirmed. In the inflitution itfelf, as recorded

by the apoflle Paul, you find he connedls the commemo-
ration of the fufFerings and death of Chrill, with his feconil

appearance in glory, i Cor. xi. 26. " For, as often as ye
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*' eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew the Lord's
^' death till he come." Nay, our Lord hirrifelf feems to

]iave had his heart and his thoughts in heaven, when he

left this memorial ofhis prefence on earth, as appears from
Matth. xxvi. 29. " But I fay unto you, I will not drink
" henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when
*' I drink it new with you in my Fatlier's kingdom."
And, indeed, we have his own example in this firll com-
munion, wherein he himfelf was the adminitlrator, for

following or concluding it with a meditation on the hea-

venly happinefs ; for before he role from it, he begins his

excellent conlblatory difcourfe in this maniiCr, |ohn xiv;

1,2. " Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in God,
*' believe alfo in me. Li my leather's iioufe are many
" manfions ; if it were not fo, I would have told you ; I

*' go to prepare a place for you."

It is true, indeed, my brethren, our knowledge of the

future glcry of the faints, is at prefent, extremely imper-

fect, and n)u(t be fo, for wife reafons, while we continue

in the body. There are, however, feveral different views

of it given in the word of God, highly worthy of our at-

tention. Amongfl others, this in our text, that they are

before, the throne of God^ and serine him day and night in

his temple. That thefe words are to be undeillood of

the laints in heaven, and not of any glorious period of

the church on earth, or, if of this lad, manifeflly in allufion

to the former, I think is plain, both from what goes be-

fore, and what follows them ; which I ihall read in con-

nexion, as all the explication of the text that is necefiary,

from verfe 13. " And one of the elders anfwered, faying
*' unto me, what are thefe which are arrayed in white
*' robes ? and whence came they ? and I faid unto him,

*'-Sir, thou knowell. And he faid to me, thefe are they
•*' which came out of great tribulation, and have waihed
" their robes, and made them white in the blood of the
'' Lamb. Therefore are they- before the throne of Cod^
*' a7id serve him day and night in his temple ; and he that

*' fitteth on the throne fliall dwell among them ; they
*' fhall hunger no more, neither thirft any more ; neither
*' fiiall the fun light on them, nor any heat ; for the Lainb,
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" which Is in the miclfl of the throne, (liull ittd. them, and
" fliall lead them unto living fountains of waters ; and
" God fnall wipe away all tears from their eyes."

What I propofe from this paHli^e, at prefent, is, through

divine affiftance, to illuilrate a little to you, the happinefs

of the faints in perpetual communion with God in his

temple above; and then to make fom.e improvement of the

fubjeci, for your inliruclion and diredlion while you con-

tinue here below.

I. In the firft place, then, I am to illudrate a little to

you the happinefs of the faints in perpetual communion
with God in his temple above. And, here, oblerve, that

though I have faid perpetual communion with God, and
did mean it of his immediate worfiiip and fervice, I did

not intend toafTert, that they are at no time employed in

a difierent manner, or in work wdiich may be called by a

different nam.e. V/hat variety of exercifes may be pro-

vided for their noble and vigorous faculties, in the nature

or works of God, Vi'e cannot prel^end to know. As the

angels are called " miniftrlng Ipirits, fent forth to minifter
" to them who are heirs of falvation ;" fo we know not

how far he may blefs and dignify his faints, by eniplov-

ing them in the adminiflration of fome part of his exten-

five dominion. But it is furely jufl to call their commu-
nion with God in his worfhip perpetual, both becaufe of

their frequent adlual application to it, and becaufe of that

conflant adoration of foul wdiich v;e mufl fuppofe will ac-

company either an inveiligation of the nature and works,

or an execution of the will of God. It is alfo well w'ar-

ranted by the expreffion in the text, and ser'ue him day
and night in his temple. Now, in order to illuftrate the

worfiiip of the faints in heaven, we may confider it in two
different lights : Firft, As it is internal and spiritual.—

.

Secondly, As it is external and sensible.

Firft, Let us confider the happinefs of the flints, in that

part of their celeftial worlhip, which is internal and fpi-

ritual ; and, in general, we mull frequently recal to our

minds the imperfe6lion of our prefent difcoveries, and
remember, that " eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, noi-
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*' halh it entered into the heart of man to conceive what
" the Lord hath laid up for them that love him." There

may, for any thing we know, be difcoveries, and by con-

iequence, a(5\s of worfliip, and difpofitions of mind cor-

refponding to them, totally different in kind from any

thing we are now capable of, as well as higher in degree.

Of thefe we mufh be abfolutely filent : therefore, all that

fliall follow upon this fubje£t, is founded upon the follow-

ing remark, that whatever adlis of worfliip we have now
any experience of, and by which we are initiated, fo to

fpeak, into, and trained up for the employment of heaven,

fhall then be performed to far greater perfedlion, and with

infinitely greater joy.

In order to the more diflin6l confideration of this fub-

jecl, you may obferve, that all the a6ts of v/orfhip, of

which we are now capable, may be reduced to the four

following kinds : Firll, Acts of adoration. Secondly, Of
gratitude. Thirdly, Of defire. And, Fourthly, Of truft

and fubjeftion.

In the firll place, A6ls of adoration. By thefe, as dif-

tlnguiflied from the others mentioned, I underfland the

immediate contemplation of the glorious excellence of the

divine nature, and the exercife of thofe affeflions of foul

which correfpond to it. The nature of God is difcovered,

and his glory exhibited to view, in all his works, and in

all his ways. Ami he is the proper object of the higheft

eiteem, the deepell admiration, and mofl; ardent love of

every reafonable creature, for what he is in himfelf, inde-

pendent of any interefl they may have, or hope to have

in his favor. Therefore it is the firfi: duty and chief end
of man to give unto the Lord the glory that is due unto

his name. I know this is what worldly men, who live

in fm, cannot underftand, and therefore are apt to deride ;

.
ivhich is indeed the cafe with refpe61: to all the truths of

God, confidered in their full extent, and as refting upon
their proper foundation ; the natural man cannot receive

them. But as it is the firll commandment of the law,
"' Thou flialt worfliip the Lord thy God, and him only
*' fhalt tho\i ferve ;" fo it is the leading and the capital/

truth taught and repealed in the facred oracjes, that -all
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things were made for, that all things fliall finally tend to;

and therefore all intellijient creatures ought, fupremely,

to aim at the glory of God.

This may be eafil} i'upported by unprejudiced reafon ;

for what can be more jufl than to have the highefi: efieeni

of the highell excellence, the deeped admiration of bound-

lefs and fpotlefs perfedlion, and a fupreme love for what is

infinitely amiable. It is wholly owing to the corruption

of our nature, that we are fo little fenfible of the fin of ne-

glecting this. And, indeed, a fliort and juft defcription

of our corruption may be given thus; it confifis in dethron-

ing God, and fetting up felf to be honored, loved, and

ferved in his room.

But, my brethren, every real Chriflian has been re-

covered to a view of this his firll obligation as a creature ;

knows, experimentally, what it is, fupremely, to honor

the living and true God, and hath a peculiar pleafure in

the furvey and celebration of all his perfections. All fuch

rejoice in his dominion, and feel a fatisfaClion in it, as

infinitelv right and fit, that the will of the Lord fliould be

done. They join, in their manner, on earth, with the

heavenly hods, as thus reprefented, Rev. xi. i6, 17.
" And the four and twenty elders, which fat before God
'" on their feats, fell upon their faces, and worfliipped

" God, faying, we give thee thanks, O Lord God Al-
" mighty, which art, and waft, and art to come, becaufe
" thou haft taken to thee thy great power, and haft reign-

" ed." Rev. xix. 6. " And I heard, as it were, the voice
" of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters,
*' and as the voiceof mighty thunderings, faying. Alleluia;

" for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." But how in-

comparably more perfect, and more joyful, their adorati-

on of God, when they are come into his prefence ! then

the veil fhall be drawn afide : they fliall " fee him face to

face ;" they fliall " know, even as they are known." In-

ftead of thefe comparatively obfcure hints and intimations,

which they now have of his glory, then, the whole exten-

five plan of providence, of which tiiey now fee only a

fmall detached part, Ihall be opened to their view : then

fliall they fee the overthrow and fnbje*5tion of the pride
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and arrogance, and boafled wifdom of man, "which is

'' ibolifhncfs with God ;" and the bltffed, happy iiUie, of

thole various trials of the people of God, which formerly

gave them fo many anxious and diflrullful thoughts. But
why do 1 mention particulars, when all the effedls of crea-

ting fl^iil, all the fruits of fupporting and preierving good-

nefs, fnall be laid before them ?

And is there not fome lover of Chrifl, faying here with-

in himfelf, why do you not mention the myllery of re-

demption, '' God manifefted in the rleih :" in tliis the

glory of God eminently fiiines, his unequalled, his unri-

valled glory. That this, as the work of God, (tliougli w^e

can hardly keep our own concerns out of view) fhall be

the particular theme ofceleftial praife, is not to be doubted,

and is evident from hence, that Chrill, as the object of

V. orfliip, is reprefented, as appearing there like a Lamb
tiiat had been ilain.

Once more, as the church of God, at prefent, is the

mean of illuUrating his wifdom to principalities and pow-

ers, or to the angelic holls, which we learn from Eph. iii.

CO. "• To the intent tliat, now, unto the principaliiies and
"• powers, in heavenly ])laces, might be known by the

" church the manifold wifdom of God ;" fo the order and

government of thefe fuperior intelligences (liall be opened

to the view of the faints in glory. In the profpeft of all

this, they fliall fay. Rev. xv. 3.
"—Great and marvellous

" are thy works. Lord God Almighty
;

juil and tiue are

" thy ways, thou King of faints.'* With what exultation

of foul, then, with what fervor of adoring wonder, and ad-

miring love, fliall they celebrate the divine glory ! As
they fliall be wholly freed from every degree of fml'ul and

felflfli bias, they {hall feel the clearefl convi6lion of the

obligation of their duty, anddifcharge it by a free uncon-

• ilrained impulfe of foul : for the fame rcafon, the pl:;a-

fure arifnig from it will be fo much the more pure and

tinmixed, that it is not aimed at on its own account, nor

parchafed hy any compliance that might but feem to have

a mercenary view.

In the fecond place. Let us confider the celefiial wor-/

Piiip, as conlifting in ads of gratitude and pt-;»ife. And,



Sai7its in Hsa'ucn.. 557

here obferve, that though I have ccnfidered the difinter-

efted love of God, and the humble adoration of his own
matchlefs inherent excellence, as firft both in order and
dignity, v/hich it ought to be, this does not take away, or

fupercede a(5ls of thankfgiving, but rather lays the juilell

and noblert foundation for their exercife ; becaufe it lub-

jeds the creature to the Creator ; keeps its dependance

and obedience continually in view, and greatly inliances

the favors beilowed by fuch a hand, and upon fuch ob-

jects. Gratitude for the goodnefs of God, is v;hat, furely,

we may have fome conception of, even in this ftate, in

which he loads us with his benefits, and in v/hich every

moment of our continuance is a proof and evidence of his

patience and forbearance. The faints efpecially, who
have learned not only to difcern and confefs the hand that

fuftains them, but to acknowledge God, as the God of

their fi\lvation, muft underiland what it is to praife him
for his mercies.

But ho'v much louder mud the voice of praife be in

heaven than in earth ? The mercies for which they give

praife are incomparably greater ; fo is alfo the uniformity

and fecurity of their poiTeffion. What is the richefl: and
mod gorgeous attire, the moft fumptuous and delicate

fare, which this world can afford, compared with thofe

rivers of pleafures v/hich are at God's right hand ? How
imperfect are all the enjoyments of this ftate, by reafon of

the fuflferings and Ibrrows that are mingled with them ?

We are apt to envy one another through ignorance ; but

the man liveth not on earth, who hath not fome forro\^s

to allay his profperity, except, perhaps, for a fevv- mo-
ments, when the mind is ingroffed, and, as it were, intox-

icated with forne lateacquifition. Our prefent charaderis

fuch as doth not admit of perfect happinefs. Here muft
be the fire of af[li(5lion to purge away the drofs of fin.

But, in the world to come, the happinefs of the faints is

perfeft and unmixed, for the people fhali be all righteous.

So it is faid, in the words immediately following the text

;

" Tiicy fliall hunger no m.ore, neither thirft any more,
" neither fhall the fan light on them, nor any heat. And,
" Rev. xxi. 3, 4. Arid I heard a great voice out of hea-

VoL. I. 4 A
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" ven, faying, Behold, the tabernacle of God Is with meii,
" and he will dwell with them, and they fhall be his peo-
" pie, and God himfelf fliall be with them, and be their

" God: and God fhall wipe away all tears from their

" eyes ; and there fhall l^e no more death, neither forrow,

" nor crying, neither fhall there be any more pain ; for

" the former things are pafTed away." The precariouf-

nefs of our prefent enjoyments greatly diminiflies their

value ; they are very uncertain in their own nature, and

our continuance with them is equally fo. But, in heaven,

there fliall be no more death, the inhabitants fhall go no

more out : and their enjoyments fliall be fuch as can nei-

ther waile nor change. How animated, then, mull be

the ])raifes of the higher houfe, efpecially when the reflec-

tion upon the wretchednefs and precarioufnefs of their

pall flate mull fo greatly improve their fenfe of the riches

and fecurity of the prefent ? Let me fuppofe a cafe, which,

indeed, happens every day, though the eflPedl of it is not

fully difcernable by us ; fuppofe a poor Chriflian, per-

haps, poor in this world, but certainly poor in fpirit, who
hath long flruggled with the evils of life, who hath pa-

tiently endured the infulting language and difdainful eye

of the proud and profperous, nay, which is far worfe, hath

been diilrefied with many anxious fears concerning his

own future flate ; fuch an one, taken from the world,

how amazing, how bleffed the change I from an earthly

cottage, to a throne of glory ; from a defpiling world, to

an approving God ; from a frail, difeafed, dying body, to

everlalling flrength, and undecaying beauty ! how mufl

his mouth be filled with praifes, when the days of his

mourning are for ever ended ?

But that which efpecially ferves to enliven the praifes

of the faints in heaven is, their fenfe of their own unwor-

tbinefs as finners : this it is which makes all the gifts of

Qodi of feven-fold value, they are all of free unmerited

grace and mercy. Redemption ! Redemption is the

theme of the praifes of heaven, Rev. i. 5. "Unto him that

" loved us, and wafhed us from our fins in his own blood.

" Rev. V. 9. And they fang a new fong, faying thou art,

*' worthy to take the book, and to open the feals thereof:



Saints in Hea'^en, S5^

*' for thou waft ilain, and haft redeemed us to Cod by thy

" blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,

" and nation." Redemption is, at prcfent, carelefsly

fought after and coldly acknowledged ; but then fhall they

know the guilt they have contraded, the hell they have

efcaped, the glory which they poffefs, and the price at

which it was bought. Oh, my brethren ! how light a

fenfe of the evil of lin has the moft humbled penitent nov/,

compared to what he ihall have in heaven ! how light a

fenfe of the mifery of the impenitent, compared to what

he fiiall have after he has heard their fentence pronounced

by the judge, and feenthem go away into everlafting pu-

nifliment ! how fmall a value does he put upon the gift of

God, eternal life, till he tafte of it ! and how v/eak is his

love to God in Chrift, whilft it is only kindled by faith,

compared to what it fhall be, when he fees the Lamb flain

from the foundation of the world

!

In the third place. Let us confider the celeftial worfhip,

as confifting in ads of defire. There is much of this in

the difpofition of the people of God on earth, they fay with

the prophet Ifaiah, ch. xxvi. 8. " The defire of our foul

" is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee." And
as every agreeable object is the more defired, the more it

is known ; fo the clear difcovery that is made in heaven,

of the glory and excellence of God, and the delightful

communications of his love, muft ftill increafe our defire

of further and further degrees of it ; and there is a fulnefs,

both in the divine nature and benignity, that can never

be exhaufted : Earthly things, indeed, toWhich we often,

through ignorance, affix an erroneous and exceffive value,

the more they are known, are often the lefs efteemed

;

but this can never take place where the objed cannot be

efteemed in proportion to its worth, becaufe its worth can

never be completely difcovered. Perhaps it may be

thought improper to include defire among the a6ls of cele-

ftial v/orfliip, as there the happy fouls fhall be fo fully gra-

tified, in every holy inclination, as to leave no room for

any further demand. But we muft confider that there

fhall be room for an everlafting progreffive improvement

to every finite creature ; and the gradual enlargement of
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their capacity fViall make way for thefe further ccmmuni-
catioiis of divine love.

There fliall, indeed, be no fuch defire, as implies any
anxious or impatient craving. This is, cdinarily, pro-

duced by doubt, or dliliculty of fiipply, which can have no
place here ; bat th.ere may, neverthelei's. be fuch defire as

leacis to, and prepares for, the continuance or increafe of

enjoyment, it is natural, indeed, lor us, from our pre-

ft^nt experience, to conceive thai defire mull weaken or

leffen v/iih pcircfTion, as it is chiefly kept up by variety

and novelty, a love o\ which feems 10 be ib efiential to,

and powerful in tiie human nature. To remove this ap-

prchenfioii, i obferve theie tv,'o thing,s, Firft, That in the

infinity of die divine perfedions and works, there is fuf-

iicicnt diveriify 10 employ and gratir'y a finite creature,

through all eternity ; fothati.it pleafe God to continue,

alter the relurredlion, a love of novelty, or any difpofiticn

Tiiniiar to it, he is v/eli able to provide it with proper ex-

ercife.

LJut, fecondly, It appears highly probable, that the love

of change, fo obfervable in human nature, is more owing
to the vaoity of created enjoyments, than any thing ef-

ientia! to us, as rational fpirits ; and, therefore,- when we
enjoy the fubllance inftead of the fhadow, the Creator in«

Head of the creature, the caufe being gone, the efftdl will

ceafe ofcourfe. And, to confirm this, we may obferve,

that novelty is not an effential qualification of what pleafes

lis; for habit often creates as Ibong or Wronger attach-

ment to what we have long known, than the charms of

novelty to what is untrie.l : enjoyment therefore may, in

feme cafes, excite defire. And if this is the cafe, fome-

timcs, on earth, there is all reafon to diink it will be al-

ways fo in heaven. May I not juft add, that we find,

from our prefent imperfed experience, that a life of hope

and atlivity, when there is fuilable encouragement and

fuccefs, from time to time, is the mcfl agreeable of any

that can be conceived. How delil^htfid then mull be both

tiie habitual and afiual defires of the I'aints in glory, point-

ed at the ivorthiell objedls, and not only affured of, but ,

coallantly rewarded with, complete fatisfa£lioiv!
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In the fourth and laft place. Let us ccnfider the celeflial

worfliip, as cor.fiiling in a^ls of truil and fubjedion. I

join them together, becaufe they are very much involved

in, and founded upon one anotiier. And I have men-

tioned them laft, becaufe the iffue of every ferious exercifc

of a believer's foul, of every aft of communion with Gbd»

is ordinarily his being brought to a compofed truft, com-

placency, and acquiefccnce in God, as his fatisfying por-

tion ; and a confecration ofhimfelfand his all to God in

obedience and fubmiffion. And how infinitely more com-

plete, as well as joyful, mufl the trufi and fubmilfion of

the faints be in heaven than or earth ! If even here they

fay, " Though he flay me, yet will I trufi in him. It is

** the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good ;" how
much more reafon have they to put an unfliaken trufl in

God, vvlien they have tailed the fruits of his love, and re-

ceived the proof of his faithfulnefs, in the aClual poiTeirion

of his promifes ? as the Pfalmift fays, Pfal. ix. 10. " They
" tiiat know thy name will put their truil in thee."

Tiius- clear difcoverles of God's nature, and extenfive

views of his v»^orks and ways, mull eilablilli them in a

cheerful dependance on his unchangeable truth. And,

G, with v/hat areadinefs, or rather with what pleafure and

alacrity, will they refign themfcilves to his will, and confe-

crate themfelves to his fiervice ! There will then be no re-

mains of the carnal mind to refufe obedience, or of an im-

patient murrfiuring fpirit, to complain under the yoke

;

but they will be as the angels, his minifters to do his plea-

fure, ready at h'\s call, andearneflly coveting employment.

Obedience will be their prevailing inclination, and the for-

mal expreffion, and tender of it, to their God and Redeem-
er, will be a part of their actual fervice.

And, now, to conclude this head, you vnay obferve, that

I could not avoid, in illullrating the vvorfhip of the faints

in heaven, frequently to bring in view their habitual frame

and conftant employment ; but I hope this is not altoge-

ther improper ; for there is not, by far, fo great a differ-

ence between their ads of worfliip, and their ordinary

work, as between ours on earth. They run into one ano-

ther and are very much of a fimilar nature ; they are fna-
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dowed forth, but very faintly, in the ftate of that man on
earth, who walks with God all the day long. As his life

isaconflant courfe, either of vocal or mental worfliip, fo,

in a higlier degree, they are before the throne of God^ and
serine him day and night in his temple.

Let us, now, in the fecond place, confider the worfliip

of the faints in heaven, as it is external and fenfible.

That there is fomething even external and fenfible in it,

neceCarily follows from the refurreclion of the body, which
is fo important a part of the Chriftian dodWne : for

though the bodies with which the faints fliall be clothed

at the refurre£tion, (hall exceedingly differ from their grofs

bodies, in fplendor and beauty, and, particularly, fliall fo

far excel them in purity, as to be termed by the apoftle

Paul I Cor. XV. 44, *' Spiritual bodies ;" yet, if they be
body or matter at all, they mufl: be limited to fome place,

and have an external and fenfible form. The fame thing

appears from that beautiful paffage in the book of Job, ch.

xix. 25. " For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that ,

" he lliali ftand at the latter day upon the earth."

Further, though we are, no doubt, taught, in fcripture,

to confider heaven more as a nature than a place, yet there

is evident foundation, from feveral expreffions, to fuppofe

that there is fome portion of the works of God fet apart for

that purpofa, and adorned with fuch a vifible glory, as is

proper to affect the imaginations of created beings. Thus
there is mention made of the third heaven, the higheft

heaven, the heaven of heavens. See alfo Rev. xxi. i, 2.

" And I faw a new heaven, and a new earth ; for the firll

*' heaven and the firll earth were paffed away ; and there

" was no more fea; and I John faw the holy city, new
" Jerufalem, coming down from God out of heaven, pre-
" pared as a bride adorned for her hufoand." And from
the 19th verfe of that chapter to the end, it is dcfcribed

in fuch terms, as naturally fuggeft to us the greateft glory

and magnificence.

This is the temple of God in which his fervants fliall

ftr\-Q him, in which we may fuppofe the general affembly
of the church of the firfl born meet together, for the joint ,

celebration of their Creator and Redeemer's pjaife. But
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as to a more particular account, either of the place or man-

ner of the worfliip there performed, it were more eafy to

form amufing and curious fpeculations, than to fix upon

any thing folid and certain. In this, as indeed in every

other part of the heavenly ftate and employment, compa-

rative refledlions are moft to be depended on. And fare-

ly, if in this lower world, and that part of the creation

which is at prefent fubjefted to our view, there is (o much
order and beauty, fo much fplendor and magnificence,

though it be the abode of guilty creatures, under manifeil

tokens of divine difpleafure, what muPc he the unclouded

luflre and perfcdl beauty, of that place where the glory

of almighty God is peculiarly difplayed, and which v/as

prepared for the reception of the objedts of his fpecial love,

before the foundation of the world ? If the feveral fenfes,

with which we are now endued, are capable of affording

us fo exquifite apleafure in their prefent gratification, not-

withfi:anding their apparent diforder, how high andravlili-

ing a delight may they communicate when they are re-

fined and purified, furnifjied with their proper objects,

and freed from that infatiablenefs, and tendency to exccfs,

which is the fruit of fin, the evidence of a corrupted frame,

and which as a mixture of gall, poifons every worldly joy p

It is worth obfervation, upon this fubjedl, that the happi-

nefs of the faints is many times defcribed in fcripture, by

their external circumftances and pofition, fo to fpeak, and,

by fenfible gratifications ; as by fitting upon thrones, at the

right hand of God ; by a city highly adorned ; by a river

of water of life ; a tree of life, bearing twelve manner of

fruits. And his fervice is defcribed by the melody of fongs

of praife, and even by infirumental mufic. Rev. xv. 2.

where mention is made of the h^rps of God. Now, though

God forbid that we fliould underftand thefe expreffions in

fuch a manner, as to fuppofe that the enjoyments of the

faints above have any thing in them refembling the grofs-

nefs of prefent fenfual indulgence, yet we may, with fdfe-

ty, conclude, that as the body fliall then join in the fer-

vice of God, it lliall be infirumental in perceiving the

pleafure of it ; and that a fenfe and perception of tlie

beauty and grandeur of that temple of the living God, ia
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which they offer up their celeflial facrifices, fiiall increafe

and enliven their gratitude to, and adoration oi" him, who,
raifed the gh)rious fabric.

But the external circumflance, which, in my apprehen-
fion, will contribute mofl to the delight and happinefs of

the faints, in their heavenly woi fhip, will be their union
and fociety in it. IVIan is evidently framed for deriving

his chief happinefs in this Hate from fociety. It never
was, and never will be good for man to live alone. So.

cial worfliip is peculiarly acceptable to God, as might be

fhevvn from many paffages of fcripture, Math, xviii. 19,

20. " Again, I f.iy unto you, that if two of you fliall agree
** on earth, as touching any thing that they (hall afk, it

" fliall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
" For where two or tlirec are gathered together in my
*' name, there am I in the midft of them." Pfal. Ixxxvii.

2. " The Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more than
*' all the dwellings of Jacob." And doth not the expe-

rience of every one ot thofe who love the habitation of

God's houfe, and the place where hio honor dv/elleth,

tellify what an elevation oi foul, and enlargement of heart,

they obtain by mingling their voices in his praife ? As
united fires brighten each others blaze, as many concord-

ant founds make the finer hai'monv, fo the union of ma-

ny hearts in divine v\oiihip, makes the higher fpiritual

raelod}', not only more grate.'ul to God, but more delight-

ful to themfelvts. Tlie plcafure of this is, indeed, great-

ly allayed on eartli, by a mixture of difcordant notes (to

continue the former allufion) of enemies witii friends.

But allow me to make a fupj^ofition, that a'l witliin thefe

walls, this evening, were perfcdlly upright with God, and

that our mutual fincerity were perre(!tly known to each

other, what inexprefTible fervtncy and rapture of fpirit,

would it give to every one, in fin.iring the praifes of God
and of the Lamb, to confidcr hinifelf as joined with fuch a

number of pure, holy, blelTed, redeemed fouls ? But how
much beyond conception will this be increiilld, when we
meet with the innumerable comj)any of the redeemed

above, and all our pious fathers, who, niany ages beiore '

ihis, Icrved cur common I^.Iail&r; many, vve>hope, who
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kept holy days, in this very place, and whofe bodies now
fleep in the dull under 6ur feet, and around us ; nay,

when all, from the eaft and from the weft, fhali be com-

pletely gathered in, when every heart fhall agree with eve-

ry tongue, and falvation to tiie Lamb ihall be the univer-

ial, delightful, repeated, acclamation ? There are two

paffages of fcripture which fpeak of the multitude, and em-
ployment of this glorious company, which ought never to

be read without a holy and delightful reverence. Rev. v.

9, 15. " And they fang a new fong, faying, thou art

*' worthy to take the book, and to open the feals thereof:
*' for thoa waft flain, and haft redeemed us to God by thy
** blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
*' and nation ; and the four beafts faid Amen. And the

" four and twenty elders fell down, and worlhipped him
*' that liveth for ever and ever." Rev. vii. 9, 12, " After
*' this, I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man
*' could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
*' and tongues, ftood before the throne, and before the

" Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their

*' hands; faying. Amen, bleffing, and glory, and wifdom,
" and thanldgiving, and honor, and power, and might,
*' be unto our God, forever and ever. Amen."

I proceed, now, to conclude the fubjecl, by fome prac-

tical improvement of what has been laid. And can we
refufe to begin, by praifing God for his unfpeakable love,

and matchlefs condefcenfion ? The whole work of our
redemption is wonderful ; but, in a particular manner,
the conclufion of it : that we fliould not only have our
clothes walhed in the blood of the Lamb, but fliould be
before the throne of God^ and serve him day and night in

his temple. At the dedication of the temple of Solomon,
that wife and pious prince breaks out into an exprefTion

of holy admiration and aftonifhment, and fays, 2 Chron.
vi. 18. *' But will God in veiy deed dwell with m,en on
*' the earth ? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens
*' cannot contain thee ; how much lefs this houfe which I
*' have built ?" How much greater reafon have we to fay,

when recollecting our guilt and unworthinefs, •' and fhal]

V"oL. I, 4 B
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*' men in very deed dwell with God in heaven ?" How
amazing the diftance ! how glorious the dwelling and
employment ! and how mean the invited guefls ! Let
us take confufion of face to ourfelves, and acknowledge,

that this cannot be accounted for, but by the propitiation

and purchafe of the eternal Son of God, as the only foun-

dation of our hope. Let us, in the viev/ of every privi-

lege, renew the exercife of faith in him, as giving us a

title to it ; and, on this occafion, particularly, beg of

him to lead us, by his Spirit, through all the necelFary

Heps of previous preparation, and at lafi; receive us into

his glory.

In the fecond place, from what has been faid, you may
fee the importance and benefit of the worfliip and fervice

of God on earth. If this flate is a flate of trial and prepa-

ration for that which is to follow it, and the worfliip of

God is fo great a part of the employment, and fo great a

fource of the happinefs of the faints above, it is plain that

his vvorfl]ip on earth muft be of the highefl ufefulnefs. It

»

is not only an unqueftionable duty, but it is manifeftly

neceflary to fit us lor, and habituate us to tlie heavenly

exercife. It is plain from the whole analogy of provi-

dence, that a preparation of nature is neceflary for the

])o(reirion and enjoyment of any Hate. We fee, even in

natural things, that fowing, and a long time of gradual

nourilhment, is neceflary to the ftrength and confiflency

of any plant or tree ; and that, according to the feed, fo is

the produ(5lion. This iht apoflle very flrongly applies,

Gal. vi. 7. "Be not deceived ; God is not mocked; for

" v/hatfoever a man foweth, that fliall he alfo reap^"

—

Thofe that expetA to ferve God in his temple above, mufi:

be habituated to ferve him in his church on earth. This

.is the feed-time ; then is the harvefl:. The houfe of God
is the place both of the birth and nourifhment of his peo-

ple, Pfal. Ixxxvii. 5. "And of Zion it fliall be faid, this

*' and that man was born in her ; and the Highefl himfelf
" fliall eftablifli her."

Therelore lliffer me, my brethren, to reprove the fin,

and fhow'the danger of thofe, who altogether neglect and
defpife the worlhip of God. If chance, imitation, ciwio-
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fitv, or a worfe motive, has brought to this audience, any

who are habitual defpifers of the worfbip of God, 1 hereby

ailure them, ia his name, that, unlefs they change their

heart and pra6tice, in heaven they fhall never dweil, be-

cauie its employment they do not love. It is both the

evidence and caufe of the degeneracy of many in this age,

that they have fallen into a negleft and contempt of the

public worlhip of God ; that, in their notions of religion,

wiien ihey form any at all, they, in a great meafure, leave

out their duty to their Maker, and confine it only to a

few of the ordinary offices due from one man to another.

Experience, indeed, plainly (hows the weaknefs and fee-

blenefs of thefe virtues that are not enlivened and anima-

ted by piety towards God ; and that it is as poffible to up-

hold the fuperifrufture, by taking away the foundation,

to preferve the vigor and verdure of the branches of a tree,

by feparating them from the root, as to preferve and fe-

cure any regularity of condu6\, v/ithout a principle of

divine life, of vital, fpirltual union with God through

Chrill. But what, in a particular manner, fliows the folly

of all fuch, is their relation to eternity. Suppofing their

practice were every way fit and proper for this world,

how does it agree with the employment of heaven ? Doth
not confcience tell you, that you have neither right nor

relifh, nor even capacity for it, and, by necelfary confe-

quence, are under a fentence of condemnation, " children
** of wrath, and heirs of hell ?" for there is no middle flate.

I befeech you therefore, nay, obtefl you, in the mod
folemn manner, that you henceforth honor God in his

houfe and ordinances, if you expeft that ever he flioukl

honor you : and, remember, that this warning, which you
have received by the wife difpofal of his providence, v/ill

be an aggravation of your guilt, if you negle6l and def-

pife it.

I cannot help, alfo, upon this occafion, putting you in

mind of the neglected duty of worfliipping God in your

families. Thefe fmaller focieties, in v/hich the members
are conneiSled by the flrongeft ties, and (land in the near-

efl and mofl: endearing relations to one another, how pro-

per are they for the joint worfliip of God ? and hovv- great
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is the fin ofnegle^ling it ? How can you expe£l any thing

elfe, but either an angry Providence, or hardening and
itupifying profperity, which is infinitely worfe, unlefs

you call on the name of God ? whereas, by mingling your
x'oices in his praifes on earth, you prepare yourfelves for

his fervice in heaven. I cannot go through all the excu-

fes offered for this negleft ; but wo fhall be to that man,
v/ho is too bufy, too proud, or too modefi, to worfhip, in

his family, the Kijig o' kings, and Lord of lords, v/ho

made him by his power, and upholds him by his provi-

dence.

In the third place, Let me improve this fubjed for the

trial of giofe v.hofe Hate is more doubtful. However many
open enemies there are to religion in thefe days, it is to

be lamented, that there are many alfo, who continue their

attendance upon the ordinances of God, but in a cold and
formal manner, and refting upon the form, without the

power, lay themfelves afleep in fecurity. Bring your-

felves to the teft, then, and fuffer confcience to difcover

the truth, however painful and mortifying. Is there any
of you, who has lieard of the employment of the faints

above, as confiliing in the fervice of God, who are not

able to conceive the happinefs or delight of fuch work ?

Is there any among you, who weary of the fervice of God,

not from weaknefs of body, but from averfion of mind,

who, immediately after, return to the world, and its en-

joyments, with eagernefs, and lightnefs of mind, like a

bullock, when he is loofed from the yoke ? Such have good

reafon to fufpect their condition, and to fear, that they are

rmrenewed in heart. But, I hope, there are not a few,

who, from their heart, call the Sabbath, " a delight, the

" holy of the Lord, honorable ; who ellcem a day in God's
'' courlG better than a thoufand ;" whofe highelt joy it is,

•to have their hearts captivated with his love, and their af-

fections enlarged in his praife ; and whofe indifpofition

ofcen to this work, by llolh or worldlinefs of mind, is their

greatell grief. Such, my brethren,, have good reafon to

look forward to that happy time, when they fhall ferve him
with unwearied vigor and alacri'y ; and fhall behold the/

finile of his countenance withoat one mortifying frown.-
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In the fourth place, I would improve this fubjeQ for

the confolation of the afflifted. The hope of glory is the

true and proper fource of confolation ; whether your ior-

row arifes from fufFering, or from fm ; for both thefe Ihall

be perfect Grangers to the happy abode of the faints above.

If you are under the anxiety of worldly care, the oppref-

fion and reproach of the ungodly, the attacks of ficknefs,

the gradual loofening of the pins of this feeble tottering

frame ; if thefe weaken the llrength and mar the melody

of your prefent fongs, and compel you to mix your praifes

with groans, remember, that in a fhort time, thefe com-

plaints will be at an end, the harps of God will be given

you, and fkill to handle them. If a fenfe of inherent cor-

ruption, if grief for an abfent or an angry God, make
your hands to hang down, exert the hope of being made
not only perfectly happy, but perfe£lly holy, and of ferving

him day and night in his temple.

This leads me, in the laft place, To direct you, to im-

prove this fubjeft for animating your prefent devotion.

Nothing is more proper for this purpofe, than the lively

hope, or rather anticipation of the heavenly employment.
Let us overcome our prefent floth, by entering, in faith

and hope, within the vail, and confidering how we fhall

then praife him: then there fnall be no wandering thought,

no cold heart, no faultering tongue, no flagging fpirits.

And, as without all quellion, fome are here prefent, not a

few, I would charitably hope, who fhall enter into that

temple of the living God ; fo we know not how foon any
of us may be fent for, to leave this worldly fanduary, to

be above the ufe of prefent ordinances, and to join the

innumerable company about the throne. In the profpe6l

of this, Pfal. cxlix. 1,2. "—Let lis fing unto the Lord a
" new fong, and his praife in the congregation of faints.

** Let Ifrael rejoice in him that made him ; let the chil-

" dren of Zion be joyful in their King." Amen.
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