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THE OBJECT OF A CHRISTIAN'S DESIRE IN

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP.

SERMON 17.

Exodus xxxiii. i8.

And he said, I beseech thee^ shew me thij Glory,

THESE are the words of an Old Tedament Saint; of

that Mofes, who, as a fcrvant, was faithful over all

the houfe of God. True piety is the fame in fubilance in

all ages, and points at one thing as its centre and its red,

the knowledge and enjoyment of God. In the preceding

verfes, Mofes had been employed in earneft prayer and

interceffion for the people of Ifrael. He had met with

fuccefs and acceptance in thefe requefts ; for it is faid, in

the 14th verfe, " My prefence fhall go with thee, and I

" will give thee reft." And in the 17th, " And the Lord
" faid unto JNIofes, I will do this thing alio that thou haii

*' fpoken ; for thou haft found grace in my fight, and I

*' know thee by name." The condefcenfion of a gracious

God, though it fatisfies, does not extinguifh the defires

of his faints, but rather makes them more ardent and im-

portunate ; for he immediately adds, in the words of the

text, 1 beseech thee, she%v me thy glory. It is highly pro-

bable, from what follows, that this defire included more
than was proper for the prefent ftate ;

yet fuch a difcove-

ry as was poffible, or could be ufeful to him, is gracioufly

Vol. XL B
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promifed, " And be faid, I will make all my goodnefs pafs

*' before thee ; and I will proclaim the name of the Lord
*' before thee ; and will be gracious to whom I will be

" gracious, and will fliew^ mercy on whom I will fhew
'^ mercy."

My dear brethren, It is our diftinguifhed privilege, that

v/e have daily unmolefted accefs to the houfe and ordinan-

ces of God. W': ought to rejoice, that we have {o many
clear and exprefs promifes of the divine prefence, in New
Teflament w^orlliip. But w^hat caufe have we to be a-

Ihamed, that we are {o exceeding prone to flop fliort in

the there(hold, to content ourfelves with the mere form,in-

ilead of earneftly breathing after real, inward, and fenfible

Communion with God ? 1 have therefore chofen this fub-

jeft, in the view of that folemn ordinance, The Lord's

Supper^ Vv^here we have a fenfible reprefentation of Chrifl

crucified, the great mean of our accefs to God, that we
may ferve him on that occafion particularly, and the re-

maining part of our lives habitually, in fpirit and in truth.

And, Oh, that w^e may have daily more experience of the

fweetnefs and benefit of his fervice on earth ! and may
daily long more for that time, when v/e fhall ferve him in

a manner infinitely more perfect and joyful in his temple

above !

In difcourfing on this fubjecl, I propofe, in dependance

en divine irrength.

I. Toexplain wiiat is the object of a faint's defire, when
he faith in the v/ords of iNIofes, / beseech thee, shew mc
thy glory.

II. To Improve the fiibjedl—particularly by pointing

out what is the n}oit proper preparation for fuch a difco-

very.

I. Then, I am to explain what is the obje6l of a faint's

deiire, when he faith, in the words of Mofes, I beseech

thee, shew me thy glory. It is very probable, from the

paffage following the text, which I have read, that Mofes
had fome regard to the fenfible appearance, which, in that

difpenfation, did often accompany or notify the imme-
diate prefcuce of the angel of the covenant. He defired,
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probabl3% to be Rrengthened for beholdinpj fiedfaftly tlie

Shechinach, or bright and luminous cloud which ibme-

times appeared over the tabernacle, and, by its glorious

luflre, tended to afFe6l the mind with a fenfe of the power

and fovereignty of the Lord Jehovah. Eut this, furely,

was not all ; for this, in itfelf, was only a fubfidiary mean
which lerved to carry their viev/s to the real and fpiritual

glory of God. To the lail therefore, v/e fliall confine our

attention, as to what the gofpel particularly opens to us,

and what believers are enabled, by faith, to apprehend.

When Chriflians, then, delire to fee the glory of God, it

feems chiefly to imply the following things : i. They de-

{\XQ. to fee the glory of an eternal independent God ; they

defire td\fee the only living and true God in his own in-

herent eKcellence and infinite perfe6:ion. God is the

fource and fum of all excellence ; or, in the language of

the Pfalmiif, " the perfedion of beauty.'* Every thing

noble or beautiful in the creature, is only a faint ray from

the fulnefs of the Creator's glory. Therefore he is the

proper object of the highefl efteem, and moft profound ve-

neration, of every reafonable creature. The vifion and

fruition of God conflitute the employment and happinefs

of heaven ; and even here, while they are in preparation

for the higher houfe, the faints defire fuch a difcovery of

the divine glory as their condition will admit of, and take

pleafure in contemplating his nature, as revealed to thein

both in his v/ord and in his works. They dwell with

adoring wonder, on all his attributes, which are boundlefs

and unfearchable : the immenfity of his being, who fills

heaven and earth with his prefence, who feeth in fecret,

and from whom the thickeft: darknefs cannot cover us ;

his irrefifiible power^ " who fpake, and it was done, who
*' commanded, and it ftood fad ;"—who called this great;

univerfe out of nothing into being, '* who doth in the army
" of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth what-
*' ever feems good unto him :" his infinite holinefs and

purity, '' with whom evil cannot dwell, nor finners (land

" in his prefence ; w^ho looketh to the moon, and it fhineth

" not, to the ffars, and they are not pure in his fight
:''

his infinite v/ifdom, " who v/orketh all things according
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'^ to his will, who brhigeth the counfel of the heathen to

" nought, and makes the devices of the people of none
*' effecl :" his boundlefs goodnefs, which fills the earth,

and flows in plenteous ilreams to all the creatures of his

power.

But, perhaps, fome are faying, what is there extraordi-

nary or peculiar in all this ? is it not clearly revealed in

the word of God ? can any Chriftian be ignorant of it ?

If Moles, in that early difpenfation, defired a difcovery of

the divine perfedfions, nothing of that kind is wanting to

us, who, fince the fulnefs of time, have fo complete a reve-

lation in the Nev^^ Teftament. But, my brethren, I mull:

beg of you to obferve thefe two things :

1. That there is in the fulnefs of the Godhead an in-

finite and endlefs variety even for the employment of our

intellectual powers. Well might Zophar, in the book of

Job, fay. Job xi. 7, 8, 9, " Canfl: thou, by fearching, find

*' out God ? canft thou find out the Almighty unto perfec-

" tion ? It is as high as heaven, what canft thou do ?

*^ deeper than hell, what canft thou know ? the meafure
*' thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the

" fea."

2. That the real and proper knowledge of the glory of

God is by inward and fpiritual illumination. The holy

Scriptures themfelves, however clear a difcovery they con-

tain of the nature of God, are no better than a fealecl book

to many even of the greateft comprehenfion of mind, it

is one thing to think, and fpeak, and reafon on the perfec-

tions of God, as an object of fclence, and another to glori-

fy him as God, or to have a deep and awful impreffion of

him upon our hearts. Real believers will know this by

experience. A difcovery of the glory of God, is not to

inform them of a truth which they never heard before, but

to give lively penetrating views of the meaning and im-

portance of thofe truths of which they had, perhaps, heard

and fpoken times vvithout number. Sometimes one word
fpoken of the Eternal, the Almighty, the Holy One, will

be carried home upon the confcience and heart with fuch

irrenftible force, as to fliew them more of God than ever

they had feen before. O what a difference is there between
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the way in which we ufe the fame words in prayer or

praife, at one time, and at another ! None but downright

atheiils will deny the omnifcience and omniprefence of

God ; but how far is this general acknowledgment from
that overwhelming fenfe of his prefence which believers

have fometimes in his worfliip in public or in fecret.

What a new fenfe of God's prefence had Jacob at Bethel,

when he faid, Gen. xxviii. 16, 17, " Surely the Lord is

" in this place, and 1 knew it not : and he was afraid,

'' and faid, how dreadful is this place ? this is none other
" but the houfe of God, and this is the gate of heaven !"

What a fenfe of God's prefence had Hagar, Gen. xvi. 13,
when " file called the name of the Lord that fpake unto
" her, thou, God feeft me ; for, fhe faid, have I alfo here
" looked after him that feeth me :" or Job when he ex-

preifes himfelf thus. Job xlii. 5, 6, " 1 have heard of thee
" by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine eye feeth thee.

" Wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent in dull and afliesr"

I fhall only further obferve, that it plainly appears that

this difcovery of the glory of God, belongs only to his own
people. Wicked men are faid, in fcripture, to be fuch

as know not God. They are alfo defcrihed a little differ-

ently, as not having God in all their thoughts ; not but

that wicked men may have a general or cuftomary belief,

in the being and perfedions of God, but becaufe they

have not that intimate fenfe of his prefence, that difcove-

ry of the glory and amiablenefs of his perfedions, which

is peculiar to his own children. Even the natural per-

fedlions of God, his power and v/ifdom, cannot be beheld

with fuch veneration by any, as by thofe who are fenfible

of their obligations to ferve him. But above all, the glo-

ry of his infinite holinefs and juflice can never be feen,

but by thofe who defire to fubmit to it ; nor the glory of

his infinite mercy, but by thofe who fee themfelves in-

debted to it. This leads me to obferve,

2. That the believer defires to fee the glory of a graci-

ous and reconciled God, not only infinitely glorious in

himfelf, but infinitely merciful to him. This view ought

never to be feparated from the former. Take away the

divine mercy, and the luflre cf his other perfections is too
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ilrong for us to behold. The power, wifdom, hclinefs and

juftice of God, feparated from his mercy, fpeak nothing

but unmixed terror to the guilty. It is very probable, that

there was fomething in the defire of Mofes, in the text,

according to his own vie\v, ignorant and unadvifed ; but

God granted his requeft only in fuch a way as could be

ufeful to him. When he fays, I beseech thee shew me thy

glory ^ the anfwer is in the following terms, "I will make all

*' my goodnefs pafs before thee ; and I will proclaim the

" name of the Lord before thee. And I v^ill be gracious
*' to whom I will be gracious, and will fhew mercy on
" whom I will fliew mercy," And again, it is faid in the

following chapter, 6, 7, verfes, " And the Lord pafTed by
*' before him, and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God,
'' merciful and gracious, long-fuffering and abundant in

" goodnefs and truth. Keeping mercy for thoufands,

" forgiving iniquity, and tranfgreflion, and fm : and that

*' will by no means clear the guilty, vifiting the iniquity of

"• the fathers upon the children, and upon the childrens

" children, unto the third and fourth generation."

We may alfo fee, that in the whole difpenfaiion of di-

vine grace to men, God is reprefented as coming under a

peculiar relation to them ; and they are called not only to

ieri'e him as God, but to truft in him as their God. Eve-

ry hearer mufl be fenfible, how effential this is to a be-

liever's defire, of feeing the glory of God. He cannot

confider him as God over-all, without, at the fame time,

remembering, that he is one with whom he hath to do.

There is alfo a neceffity here peculiar to ourfelves. The
holy angels confider him as their Maker and their happi-

nefs : but the children of Adam mufl confider, not only

his goodnefs to the innocent, but his mercy to the guilty.

This glory of God fliines brightly, and Ihines only in the

face of Jefus Chrifl. God we are told, " dwelleth in light

*' whicli no man can approach unto. No man hath feen

" God at any time ; but the only begotten of the Father,
'' he hath declared him." In this wonderful difpenfation,

indeed, all the perfections of God are found united ; but

above all, " Grace and mercy fhine and reign through
"' righteoufnefsj by Jefus Chriil our Lord.
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Here I muft add, that the beli&ver not only defires to

fee the glory of God's mercy, in general, as difplayed in

the gofpel, in which he may have a fliare, but to take an ap-

propriating view of it, as what he hath a clear right and

title to call his own. Doubtlefs the mercy of God is pub-

liflied, offering falvation to the chief of fmners. It is their

duty to accept of it ; it is their intereft to cleave to it.

But they are many times deterred by what they fee in

God, they are many times difcouraged by what they feel

in themfelves, and are afraid to alTert their title to fo great

a bleffing. But when, by the Holy Spirit, they are ena-

bled to fee the infinite price paid for their redemption, in

the crofs of Chrifl ; when they fee the riches of divine

grace, in the crofs Chrift ; v/hen they hear the urgent in-

vitations to them to believe in the crofs of Chrift ; when
they are enabled freely to renounce and quit hold of every

other claim ; when their hearts are fweetly conflrained

by the bonds of their Redeemer's love ; they can then

look upon God as their reconciled Father, through him
who hath made peace, by the blood of his crofs, and fay

unto him, My Lord ! and my God ! What an endearing

view is this of the divine glory, and what ineffable fatis-

fa6:ion fprings from it, to the foul ? What an unfpeakable

confolation to thofe who have been wounded in their fpi-

rits, and grieved in their minds, when they are enabled

to apply the encouraging promifes of the holy fcriptures ?

Ifa. i. 1 8. " Come, now, and let us reafon together, faith

'* the Lord ; though your fms be as fcarlet, they fhall be
" as white as fnow ; though they be red like crimfon,
" they fliall be as wool. Ifa. xliii. 25, I, even I, am he
*' that blotteth out thy tranfgrefTions, for mine own fake ;

^ and will not remember thy fins, xliv. 22. I have blot-

" ted out as a thick cloud, thy tranfgrefTions, and as a
" cloud thy fms. Return unto me, for I have redeemed
" thee."

3. The believer defires'to fee the glory of God, as an all-

fuflicient God. This is a neceifary view of God, as the

fupport and happinefs of the creature, as v/ell as the

llrengthand confolation of the fmner.
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My brethren, man was made for living upon God ; for-

getting this, he iirft went aitray from him. Self-fufEcien-

cy, and a delufive fenfe of independence, is infeparablc

from a fmful ftate. Gonvidlion levels a blow at the foun-

dation of this millake. Serious confideration fhews us

how infufficient we are for our own happinefs. Daily ex-

perience difcovers the inherent vanity of all created com-
forts in themfelves, and as feparated from God. When
the penitent returns to God, he not only returns from the

fervice of other mailers, to him, as his rightful Lord; but

forfakes all forbidden joys, and cleaves to God as his hap-

pinefs, and rells in him as his portion. Does not this ap-

pear from the uniform language of fcripture, with regard

to both parts of the covenant ? what belongs to God, and
what belongs to man. See the tenor of an early promife

to the father of the faithful, Gen. xv. i. " Fear not
*' Abram ; I am thy fliield, and thy exceeding great re-

*' Vv'ard." Multitudes of others are of the fame import.

The power and providence of God, in behalf of his peo-

ple, are largely and beautifully defcribed in the ninety- iirll

Pfahn, " He that dvvelleth in the fecret place of the Moft
" High, fhall abide under the fhadow of the Almighty. I

" will fay of the Lord, he -is my refuge and my fortrefs ;

" my God, in him will I truit. Surely he fliall deliver
"' thee from the ihare of the fowler, and from the noifome
" peftilence. He fhall cover thee with his feathers, and
'^ under his wings flialt thou trufl. His truth (hall be thy
*' fhield and buckler," &c. 2 Cor. vi. 17. " Wherefore
'' come out from among them, and be ye feparate, faith

'' the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will re-

'' ceive you, and v/ill be a father unto you, and ye fliall be
" my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.'* On
the other hand, the invitation, or exhortation to return, is

ordinarily preffed from the profit of the change, lia. Iv. i.

'' Ho, every one that thirfleth ! come ye to the waters ;

*' and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea
*' come, buy wine and milk, without money, and without
^' price." And, to name no more paffages, when God
came to eftablifli the faith of Abraham in his promife, he
fays. Gen. xvii. r, " I am the Almighty," or as it ought
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to be tranflated, " the all-fufEclent God : walk before me,
*' and be thou perfe6l." Now, believers defire to fee the

glory of God, as all-fufficient ; and all difcoveries of this

nature are attended with unfpeakable complacence and

fatisfaclion. They fee the glory of an infinite God as

theirs, and rejoice in the richnefs of their portion. Wea-
ried with repeated difappointments, and deeply convinced

of the vanity of the creature, they reft in him, as able to

give them complete happinefs ; happinefs that will never

change ! happinefs that will never be exhaufted : He that

hath chofen God as his portion, hath, as our Saviour beau-

tifully exprelTeth it, made '' choice of that good part, which
" cannot be taken away from him."

My brethren, we are now come to the very fubdance

of practical religion. The glory of an all-fuilicient God,

appears as more than a balance to all that pretends to rival

him in our affections ; to all that we are called to give up

for his fake. When the believer fees the fulnefs of God,

then his anxiety, and diftreffing fears, of every kind,

are at an end. Does he want provifion ? " The earth is

" the Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof. The young lions

" do lack and fuffer hunger ; but they that feek the Lord,
*' fliall not want any good thing." Does he want friends ?

God is able to make his enemies to be at peace with him.

Does he want any outward comfort .'' God is able to pro-

cure it, or make him happy without it. Not to mention

particulars ; the triumph of faith, in this view, is to attain

an ablblute and unconditional refignation to the will of

God, with a firm perfuafion, that he is able to make all

things work together for our good, and willing to bellow

every thing that is for our real interefl. It is to fay with

the prophet, Hab. iii. 17, " Although the fig tree (hall

" not bloflbm, neither fhall fruit be in the vines, the labor

" of the olive fhall fail, and the fields fliall yield no meat

;

" the flock fliall be cut ofF from the fold, and there fhali

" be no herd in the ftalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord

;

*' I will joy in the God of my falvation."

I fliall only add, that the divine all-fufEciency is to be

conlidered, as regarding our fanctification as Vv-ell as com-

fort. What dillrefs dees not the Chriflian often faflei'

Vol, IL C
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from the treachery of his own heart, and from the power
of furroundincT temptations ? Covered with (liame for his

paft unfteadtailnefs, convinced, by experience, of his own
weaknefs, he hath no other refuge but in God. And what

courage does he derive from the fuhiefs of divine perfedti-

on, the greatnefs of divine power, and the faithfulnefs of

the divine promife ?
*' My grace fhall be fufFicient for

'' thee, and my flrength fhall be made perfe«^l in weak-
" nefs.'' He then fays, with the Pfalmifi, Pfal. Ixxi. i6,

" I will go in the llrength of the Lord God : I will make
" mention of thy righteoufnefs, even of thine only."

II. I proceed now, in the lad place, to make fome
practical improvement of what hath been faid. And, ifl,

Let us admire the divine condefcenfion, in admitting his

faints to a difcovery of his glory. Solomon fays, with very

great propriety, in the language of aftonifliment :
" But

*' will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth ?"

The fame ought to be, nay, the fame certainly are, the

fentlm.ents of every real believer. But let us remember
what has been hinted at above, that our accefs to God,
and oar communion with him, is, and only can be,

through the Mediator of the new covenant, in whom we
have accefs, by faith, unto God.

2dly, Let me befeech you to try yourfelves, whether

this 'ever hath been your attainment, and whether it is

your fmcere defire ? Do you know, in any meafure, what

it is to fee the glory of the true God ? Hath he appeared

before you in terrible majefty ? Have your very fouls

been made to bow down before him, and to give him the

glory that is jullly due to his name ? Have you feen the

glory of a reconciled God ? Have you chofen him, in

ChrifL, as your portion ? Have you devoted yourfelves,

without referve, to his difpofal ? Again, have you {^^w

the glory of an all-fufficient God ? Surely I fpeak to ma-

ny who have feen the vanity of the creature. Probably

you have tailed a little of the fufferings of a fmful flate.

Where did you feek your confolation ? where do you find

your fupport? Have you learned the holy and happy art

of pouring out your fouls to God ? Have you felt the
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fweetnefs of it ? And have you faid, with the Pfalmifl,

" Return unto thy reil, O my foul ! for the Lord hath'

" dealt bountifully with thee ? Is it your earnefi defire

to fee the glory of God ? Can you fay with the Pfalmift,

Pfal. Ixiii. I, 2, " O God! thou art my God, early will

" I leek thee : my foul thirfteth for thee ; my fiefh longeth

" for thee in a dry and thirfty land where no water is, to

** fee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have feen thee in

*' the fandluary."

3dly, I will now proceed to exhort you, in the mofi:

earneil manner, to diligence in feeking after real com-
munion with God in his inliituted worfhip. How highly

are we favored with light and liberty ? how little are many
fennble of their privileges ? I have often, on fuch occa-

fions, put you in mind of the fatal efFeds of a heartlefs,

cuftomary, formal worfliip ; it is provoking to God, per-

nicious to others, hardening to the heart, and ruining to

the foul. Were but a fociety of thofe Proteftants abroad,

U'ho are lying under perfecution, to enjoy the feafon which

we now enjoy, wliat an edge would be upon their fpirits ?

what a {q\\(q of gratitude in their hearts ? what fire and
zeal in their affections ? Strange, indeed, that public

profperity fhould be fo flupiiying, and the approach of

eternity to every individual ihould not be awakening

;

v/hile the young and llrong are hurried off the ftage, while

every day is bringing us nearer to our lafl, while every

ordinance is adding to our charge, that we fhould not de-

fire to fee the glory of God in his fanduary here, that it

may be the earneft of our future inheritance, and prepare

us for his immediate prefence hereafter.

Suffer me to fpeak a few words to thofe that are young,

God is my witnefs, that their welfare is at my heart. Per-

haps you will think, what hath been faid hardly applicable

to you. The defire of Moles, the man of God, intimate

communion and fellowffiip with God, the attainment of

ripe and experienced Chriflians, all this you v/ill lay, is

unfuitable to me : nay, perhaps, by a baftard humility,

you will fay, to expedi it, would be prefumption in me.

But you are greatly deceived : there are none who have

more gracious invitations to come unto God than young
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fmners : there are none who have greater reafon to ex-

pert nearnefs to God than young faints. Do you not

read, th'!it God revealed himfelf to Samuel, the child, when

he neglefted Eli, the old prophet ? Befides, I would re-

commend earnellnefs and afleCtion to you ; not only for

your greater profit, but to prevent your apoftafy. A little

religion is very hard to hold; it is like a lamp which is

hardly lighted, which the leaft breath of wind will extin-

guifh, or a tree that is but newly planted, which a rude

thru ft will overturn. Unlefs you make God and his fer-

vice, your hearty choice, you will not carry it long as your

burden, but will be foon tempted to throw it down. Be
concerned, therefore, I befeech you, to attend on his infti-

tuted worfhip, not in a carelefs and formal inanner, but

let the " defire of your fouls be to his name, and the re-

'' membrance of him."

I fhall now conclude the fubje6t, by offering to thofe,

who would fee the glory of God, a few direflions, as to the

bell preparation for fuch a difcovery. ift. If you would

fee the glory of God in his fan(^uary, be ferious in felf-

examination, and in the renunciation of all known fm.

Holinefs is an effential attribute of the divine nature ; and,

therefore, he muft be worfhipped in the beauty of holi.

nefs. Thus the Pfalmift refolved with himfelf, Pfal. xxvi.

6. ''
I .will wafh mine hands in innocence, fo will I com-

*' pafs thine altar, O Lord !" It is true, none, who have

any knowledge of the corruption of their own hearts, can

reafonably hope to be perfectly free from fm in the prefent

lire : yet a real Chriftian will have it, as the objedl of his

dailv ftudy, to '' cleanfe himfelf from all lilthinefs of the

'^ Helh and fpirit, that he may perfed holinefs in the fear

" of God." It was fm that firft rendered us unfit for com-

munion v/lth God ; and therefore, our recovery of this

happy privilege will be but in proportion to our fandtifi-

cation. To bring finful difpofitions, indulged, and ftill

fuffered in the heart, to the v^orlhip of God, and to ex-

pert acceptance in iuch a ftate, is implied blafphemy, and

the greateil difhonor we can poilibly do to him.

2. In order to fee the glory of God, you muft be cloth-

ed with hiiiriility. No difpofition more eilentially necella^
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ry to a Clirlliian at all times, but more erpecially, when
he makes an immediate approach to God in his worfnip

:

lia. Ixvi. 2. " For all thole things hath mine hand m.ade

:

" and all thofe things have been, faith the Lord : but to

" this man will I look, eveii to him that is poor, and oi'

" a contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my word." And, in-

deed, how can we coniider the nature of that God whom
we worfhip, and our own fmful and miferable eftate,

without being ftruck with a fenfe of the neceffity of deep

humility and felf-abafement in our intercourJe with him ?

It is particularly to be noticed, that felf-abafement, and

even felf-abhorrence, is the immediate effeft of a fenfe of

the divine prefence. See to this purpofe, Ifa. vi. i,—5.

*' In the year that King Uzziah died, I faw alfo the Lord
*' fitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train

" filled the temple : above it flood the feraphims : each

" one had fix wings : with twain he covered his face, and
" with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did
*' fly. And one cried unto another, and faid Holy, holy,

'* holy is the Lord of hofts, the whole earth is full of his

" glory ! And the pofis of the door moved at the voice

*' of him that cried, and the houfe was filled with fmok^.

" Then faid I, Wo is me ; for I am undone, becaufe I

" am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midft of

*' a people of uncleaa lips ; for mine eyes have (Q€n the

" King, the Lord of hofis !"' See alfo Job xlii. 5, 6. '^ I

*' have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now
'' mine eye feeth thee : wherefore I abhor myfelf, and re-

" pent in duft and aflies." Let us endeavor, therefore,

to be truly and inwardly humble. Let us remember the

grace of redemption, what guilty criminals we were, be^

fore unmerited mercy and fovereign love found out a way
for our recovery. Happy they, where humility arifes

from a real exercife of foul ! Hov/ diiUcult, how rare a

thing, is true humility ? Hov/ eafy is it to ufe modeft and

fubmiilive expreflions, compared to attaining a truly hum-

ble and mortified (late of mind ? May almighty God, by

his power^ make us humble ; and do thou, O bleffed Je^

fus !
" calf down every high thought, and lofty imagina-

"' tion, that exalteth itfelf againfl thee.''
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3. In the lad place; if you defjre to fee the glory of

God, be fervent in preparatory prayer : if there is any
blellingthat requires importunity and vvreflling with God,
furely this high and happy privilege of communion with

him in his houfe mufl be of that kind. And I think, we
are warranted to fay, that, in the divine government, there

are fome blefiings that require more importunity than
others. See a remarkable paffage, Mark ix. 28, 29.
" And when he v/as come into the houfe, his difciples
^' afeed him ^privately, why could not we call him out ?

'* and he faid unto them, this kind can come forth by no-
" thing, but by prayer and fading." If fome devils were
io obilinate in their pofTeffion, that the fame degree of faith

and fervor which prevailed over others, could not caft

them out, muft not the fame thing hold, from analogy,

with refpedl to other mercies ? And how juftly are indif-

ferent, luke-warm worlhippers denied that blefilng which

they fo lighdy elleem ? Let me therefore, earneflly, be-

feech every ferious perfon not to reftrain prayer before

God, but to repeat and urge the plea, that he would be

gracioufly prefent with us ; that he would pour down his

Spirit from on high, and make us to know, to our hap-

py experience, " that a day in his courts is better than a

'^ thoufand ; and that it is better to be door-keepers in the

*' houfe of God, tlnin to dwell in the tents of v/ickednefs."



C 23 3

CC90 yj)0 0CO9 eoao oi\X) oc^ 0000 coaa cs-M rcas oooo 0000 I 'rao? aooa oeoo eooa oooa oooa 3900 0000 goos asnj asos c

ooeo ;o«o aooo 0000 aooo 0000 oot» c-ooo «cQp oeoo 0000 eooo ; oow 0000 0000 oooa 0000 000; sow eaoo coco ojoo ocoo c

THE GLORY OF CHRIST IN HIS HUT^IIIJATION,

SERMON 18.

Ifaiah Ixiii. i. fecond claufe.

This that is glorious in his apparel, travslUng in the

greatness of his strength 7

MY brethren, all the works of God are great and
marvellous:, worthy of the attention and admira-

tion of his rational creatures. The contemplation of what
is now revealed of him, is the nobleft employment of

which we are capable in this v/orld : and the more clear

and enlarged contemplation of him Ihall be our employ-

ment and happinefs in the world above. But of all the

works of God, there is none in which his perfections are

fo fignally difplayed, as in the redemption of an eleft

world through Jefus Chrid. All other viev/s of his glory

are faint and fading in comparifon of this. However
much we are called to adore the power and wifdom of

Creation, or the goodnefs and bounty of Providence, our

praifes are extremely defe6\ive, if we omit that nev/ fong

which he hath put into our mouths, even praife to cur God
for his unfpeaki-ble gift.

Redeeming love, my brethren, is the immediate objedt

of our attention in the holy ordinance of the Lord's fupper»

Here is a fymbolical reprefentation of it, that faith may
be flrengthened by the aid of fenfe. 1 hope, therefore,

it will not be improper, by v/ay of preparation for it,

to take a view of the glory of our Redeemer's charader.

whofe fufferings we are now to commemorate. As f^-



24 Xbe Glory of Cbrut

vation is an agreeable found, fo the name of a Saviour

is a delightful name to every believer. I may therefore

fafely prefunie upon the attention of all fuch at leafl, v/hile

I endeavor to fet him before you, as he is reprefented in

the ftrong and forcible language of the text, W^ho is this

that Cometh from Eclom^ ivith dyed garmentsfrom Boz-

rah ? this that is glorious in his apparel^ trammelling in the

greatness ofhis strength ? Such a theme will be the moft

proper introdudlion to the work of this day ; that, as we
are to commemorate Chrift's fufferings as an extraordinary

event, he is here fpoken of, and his appearance inquired

into, in words of allonifiiment and admiration : PTho is

this that Cometh from Edom^ ijjith dyed garments from
Bozrah I this that is glorious in his apparel^ travelling

in the greatness of his strength ! I fliall not fpend time

in affigning the reafoiis why hiterpreters generally apply

thefe words to Chrill, but only obferve, that, on this fup-

pofition, they contain a mixed reprefentation of glory and

fufiering, of ftrength and abafement, which is the very

fubllance and meaning of a Saviour on the crofs.

Agreeably to this, the fmgle point I have in view, in

the prefentdifcourfe, is, through Divine afliflance, to point

out to you, in v/hat refpedls the glory of our Redeemer
was apparent even in his fufferings, and llione through

even the dark cloud that covered him in his humiliation,

©r in the language of the text, how he might be faid, to

traverin the greatness of his strength : and then I fhall

make fome practical im-provement of what may be faid.

I. I am to point out to you, in what refpe(Sl:s the glory

of our Redeemer was apparent even in his fufferings, and

ilione through even the dark cloud that covered him in his

hum.iliation. As the love of God to man, in providing

redemption for him, was inconceivable, fo the mean which

he employed, in accomplifliing this great work, wxs equal-

ly ailonifliing. That his eternal and well-beloved Son

lliould veil his divine glory, clothe himfelf with human
,,ficih, fubje(5l himfelf to a life of pain and fuffering, and

at lat'l: make his foul an offering for fm upon a crofs

—

This, as it was not after the manner of men, nor bore
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upon it any of the marks of human wifdom, as It was de»

figned and doth tend, to abafe the pride of man^ and e^alt

the grace of God ; fo it is with difficulty that man can be

brought to an approbation of it. " The crofs of Chrift

" was to the Jews a flumbling-block, and to the Greeks
*' foolilhnefs." It is therefore proper, that when we are

to commemorate the incarnation and death of our Re-

deemer, we fhould attend to thefe evidences of his divine

glory that ftill appeared even in his loweil abafement. By
this means, while we grieve for the fufFerings that fin

brought upon him, we may ftill triumph in his power ; for

he is glorious even in his red apparel, and travels in the

greatnefs of his flrength.

I muft here obferve that I do not mainly intend, in

difcourfing on this fubjed, to eflablifli the truth of our

Saviour's divine mifllon, againll thofe who deny it on the

above or any other account : this would be too cold and
abflra6ted an argument for our prefent purpofe. V7hat
I propofe, is chiefly and dire6lly defigned for heightening

the devotion, for quickening the love, and increafing the

faith and comfort of believers. However, at the fame
time, confiderijig the humiliation of Chrift in the light of

an objedlion againft his divine commuffion from the fug-

geftions of human wifdom, what ihall be faid may alfo be

confidered as an anfwer to this objedlion, and ferving to

remove the offence of the crofs.

I. Upon this fubjedl, therefore, obferve firft, the glory

of our Redeemer, in his fufFerings, appears from his ready

and chearful undertaking of the work of our redemption.

There can be little honor to any man in fubmitting to

what he cannot avoid, or doing what he dare not refufe ;

but the humiliation of Chrift was perfedlly voluntary, as

no conftraint could be put upon hira. Therefore his ori-

ginal dignity and greatnefs, is not only, if I may fpeak fo,

preferved unhurt, but improved and heightened by the

grace of infinite condefcenfion. This circumftance of

Chrift's readinefs to undertake the work of our redemp-
tion, is often taken notice of in fcripture. Pfal. xl. 6, 7, 8.

" Sacrifice and offering thou didft not defire, mine ears
" haft thou opened; burnt-ofTering and fia-cfFering halt

Vol. XL D
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'' thou not required. Then faid I, Lo I come ; in the

" volume of the book it is written of me '• I dehght to do
*' thy will, O my God !"—It is certain, that redemption

could not be the work of a creature ; and it is alfo proba-

ble, that no created being would have been willing to efiay

it. Nay, it is thought by many to be the import of the

remarkable paiTage juft now cited, which is applied by the

apoftle Paul to our Saviour, that in the councils of heaven

it was adlually propofed to thofe glorious fpirits that fur-

roand the throne of God, and their flrength and inclina-

tion both were found infufhcient. Neither is there any

thing improbable in the fuppoiition, that God might difco-

ver to them his purpofe of merc)^ upon a proper media-

tor interpofmg, and that none was found willing to fub-

je£l himfelf to divine wrath, incurred by rebellious man.
If fo, then it is not only in one.fenfe,but in all fenfes true,

what Chrifl is reprefented as faying in the 5th verfe of the

chapter where my text lies, " And I looked, and there

'* was none to help ; and I wondered that there was none
'' to uphold ; therefore mine own arm brought falvation

" unto me, and my fuiy it upheld me." This interpre-

tation may be confirmed by fomething fimilar to it, re-

corded, John, vi. 5, 6. " When Jefus then lift up his

" eyes, and faw a great company come unto him, he faith

'•' unto Phillip, Whence fhall v/e buy bread that thefe may
" eat ? And this he faid to prove him ; for he himfelf

" knew what he would do.'' There is another pafTage

which gives us nearly the fame idea, viz. of Chrift's being

only capable of taking the charge of the redeemed and

their interefl in Providence, Rev, v. 2, 3, 4, 5. " And I

'' faw a flrong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who
" is worthy to open the book, and to loofe the feals there-

*' of? And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under
" the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look

" thereon. And. I wept muchbecaufe no man was found
*' worthy to open, and to read the book, neither to look

'' thereon. And one of the elders faith unto me. Weep
*-' not ; behold the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of

*' David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loofe the

*' feven feals thereof." How glorious then v/as the com-
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paflion of our Redeemer, who fo willingly and chearfully

fubje^led himfelf to that abafement and fufFerIng, to which

none could conftrain him ? Thus he fays to himfelf, John
X. 17, 18, "Therefore doth my Father love me, becaufe I

" lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man
*' taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myfelf : I have
" power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again,

" This commandment have I received of my Father.'*

He is not reprefented as merely confenting, becaufe none

elfe could or would perform the work, and fo having it as

it were devolved upon him by neceflity ; not as yielding

with reludlance, and overcome by great earneilnefs and
importunity, but faying with readinefs and chearfulnefs,

" Lo, I come ; in the volume of the book, it is written of
" me. I delight to do thy will, O my God ; yea thy lav/

*' is within my heart."

There is one circumllance which deferves particular

notice, when we are confidering the dignity of our Re-

deemer's undertaking ; that he did well and thoroughly

underftand the difficulty of it, and the weight of that wrath

which he fubmitted to endure. It is not fuch an evidence

of greatnefs of mind, when a perfon involves himfelf in

difficulties, and expofes himfelf to dangers, if he only

runs an uncertain rifle of meeting with them, or. has but a

confufed and indiftincl apprehenfion of their nature ; but

it difcovers a peculiar fortitude of fpirit to have a clear

view of fufferings, and yet compofedly and fteadily to

fubmit to them for a good end. So true is this maxim,
that it feems to be the only thing that renders human life

fupportable, that all future fufferings are uncertain even

in the event, and, at any rate, in their nature but imper-

fe6lly known. Now, how does it ferve to illuftrate the

glory of our Redeemer's undertaking, that he had a clear

and perfect foreknowledge of every event that was to be-

fal him ? He knew the number and malice of die enemies

he had to encounter ; and the bitternefs of that cup, the

dregs of which he was to drink off: Yet (teady to his pur-

pofe, and confcious of his own power, he went out to the

combat as one affured of vidory. As he began fo !)'-

carried on his work, with the fame undaunted refolution *
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wi'Luefs what he fays, Luke xii. 50. " But I have a bap--

'^ tifm to be baptized with, and how am I flraitened till

*' it be accomplifhed !" All this, my brethren, is further

confirmed, by fome paffages which are recorded toward

the clofe of his life, when he drew near to the concluding

fceneofhis fuiferings, Matt. xvi. 21. "From that time
*' forth began Jefus to fhew unto his difciples, how that

'' he muil go unto Jerufalem, and fuffer many things of

*' the elders, and chief priefls, and Scribes, and be killed,

" and be raifed again the third day." xx. 17, 18, 19.
^' And Jefus going up to Jerufalem, took the twelve difci-

" pies apart in the way, and faid unto them, Behold we
"' go up to Jerufalem, and the Son of man fhall be betray-

*' ed unto the chief priefts, and unto the fcribes, and they
*' fiiall condemn him to death. And fliall deliver him to

'"'- the Gentiles, to mock and to fcourge, and to crucify

'' him: and the third day he fliall rife again." Luke ix. 51.
^- And it came to pafs, when the time was come that he
'^ fliculd be received up, he iledfaftly fet his face to go to

'' jerufalem." To thefe I fhall only add, John xviii. 11.
'' Then faid Jefus unto Peter, Put up thy fv/ord into the
'^ fheath : the cup which my Father hath given me, fliall

*' I not drink it ?" Thus did there appear a glory even

in his humiliation, a majefty even in his fuffering ; and

thus did he come forth and travel in the greatnefs of his

firength.

In the fecond place, the glory of our Redeemer, in his

humiliation, appears from the greatnefs of thofe fufferings

which he endured. Though, to the eye of fenfe, a flate

of fuffering is apt to appear contemptible ; to thofe who
lullly view the fufferings of Chrift, there will be found far

greater evidences of his power. A weak perfon is crufli-

ed by a fmall weight ; but he who is able to endure un-

common fufferings, fhows himfelfto be poffeffed of un-

common flrength. Now, our blelTed Lord and Saviour

did, in his life, in this v/orld, endure the greateft and

mod dreadful fufferings. His whole life was one conti-

nued track of the heavieft fufferings of which human na-

ture is capable. Ifa. liii. 3. "He is defpifed and rejeded
»' of men, a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief i
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*'• and we hid, as it were, our faces from him ; he was de-

*' fpifed, and we efteemed him not !" This, my brethren,

is a known fubjedl, yet it is the fubjedl which we ought,

by faith, to dwell upon this day ; and, indeed, the bene-

iit and comfort of believers does not depend on things

new and engaging to the fancy, but on the Spirit of God
fetting home known truths with force and efficacy on the

heart. Let me therefore beg your attention to two or

three obvious remarks on the fufFerings of Chrid. (i.)

His aiHi^lions began early, with his firft entrance into the

v/orld. No fooner did the man Chrift Jefus fee the light of

this world, but prefently did afflidion falute him. Im-

mediately after his contemptible birth, did Herod, that

bloody tyrant, feek to deilroy him ; fo that we may allude

to that expreiiion, Rev. xii, 4. "—And the dragon flood

*' before the woman which was ready to be delivered, to

'* devour her child as foon as it was born."

(2.) His aiHidtions were confrant and perpetual, with-

out interruption. It is recorded, not only by Chriflians,

but even by heathens, who had heard of his life, that he

was never obferved to laugh, but frequently feen weeping;

fo that he well accomplifhed that prophefy, *' A man of
" forrows, and acquainted with grief" It is probable,

from feveral pafTages in the prophetical writings, that he

was of a very tender and fenfible frame ; and therefore

his affli(^ions had a great and powerful effedl upon him.

They fo deeply touched him, that his body was wafled,

and his flrength melted and decayed, which is the ufual

efFeft of lafting and continued forrow. Ifa. Hi. 14. " As
*' many were allonied at thee ; his vifage was fo marred
" more than any man, and his form more than the fons of

" men." Pf. xxii. 14, 15. " I am poured out like water,

" and all my bones are out of joint '. ray heart is like wax,
'' it is melted in the midft of my bowels : my flrength is

" dried up like a potfherd ; and my tongue cleaveth to my
" jaws : and thou haft brought me into the dufl of death,""

So that we may alfo apply to him what Job fays of him-

felf, Job. xvi, 8. " And thou haft filled me with wrinkles,

** which is a witnefs againft me : and my leannefs rifing

' yp in me, beareth witnefs to my face."
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(3.) His affiicllons were of the revered: kind. This I

might fliow you, at large, from the hiftory, by particular-

izing them all *• I only mention four, poverty, reproach,

temptation, and fympathy with others. He was fo poor,

as to depend upon the charity of others for his fubftance ;

and could fay, Luke ix. 58. " Foxes have holes, and birds

*' of the air have nefts, but the Son of man hath not where
" to lay his head." E.eproach was thrown upon him
without meafure, and of the word kind. He was called

a glutton and a wine-bibber, a deceiver, a blafphemer, a

Samaritan, and one that had a devil. Now, my brethren,

all that know any thing of human nature, know that re-

proach and contempt are perhaps the hardefl to bear of

any fufFerings to which we are expofed ; and the authors

of thefe calumnies were fuch whofe circumftances render-

ed them moft iharp and fevere ; for they v/ere the Scribes

and Pharifees, or the minifters of thofe times, who ferved

in the temple, as the whole hillory iliows, and his own
natural relations, as appears from Mark iii. 21. John vii.

3,4, 5.—x\nother remarkable afflidion our Lord endured,

was temptation, and that of the groffefl: kind, as is plain

irom Matth. iv. 3,— 11. We are told, "he was in all

** points tempted like as we are, yet without fin." What
v/as the precife nature and influence of fuch temptations

on him, v/e cannot know ; only it deferves notice on this

particular, that whereas fome of the other afflidions he

endured, were fuch as his perfedl purity could not but

render more tolerable than otherwife they would have

been, this on the other hand, was fuch, that by how much
the more pure and holy he v/as, fo much the more diftrefs

would he feel on being affaulted v/ith the vile temptations

of the devil, and having his horrid and abominable fug-

gefVions prefented to the fancy. 1 only further menti-

on his fufFerings, from fympathy with others. The moft

excellent and worthy of the human kind are fuch as have

the tendereft feelings of the fufFerings of others. Now,
fmce he was a perfect man, fmce tendernefs feems to

have been his ruling characler, and his errand into the

•world a raefTagc.of love flowing from infinite compafFion as

its caufe, we muft fuppofe him liable to the fevereft fuf-
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ferings of this kind. I know the hard-hearted, felfifh

world, will find it difficult to conceive this as a fource of

fevere fuiFering, efpecially Rich as have no regard to any
thing beyond this v/orld. But this is not the cafe with

all ; for I am certain there are fome whole fharped pangs

have been occafioned by the fufFerings of others, efpecially

when of a fpiritual kind. To form feme conception of

this, let us imagine, what mull: be the anguifli of a pious

and affedlionate parent, on the death of a v;icked child,

who apparently trod in the path of the deflroyer, and of

whom he hath the greateft reafon to fear, that he no fooner

clofed his eyes on the light of this world, than he lifted

them up in the torments of hell. Now, as compafTion

was ftronger in none than in the man Chrifl: Jefus, fo none
could have fo clear a view of the mifery of thofe Vvdio were

the objefts of it; and therefore, no doubt, this was a fource

of the deepeft affliction to his foul.

(4.) In the lafl place, the afPiiclions of our Lord not only

continued but increafed, through his life, till they, at lail,

ifTued in an extraordinary conflict with the powers oi

darknefs, and an immediate fubjeclion to the wrath of a

fm avenging God. Let it be obferved, that though I

here mention particularly his enduring the wrath of God,
as the laft and finifliing part of his fufFerings, I do not

mean to confine his fufierings from the hand of God to

this feafon. Without all queftion, every part of his hu-

miliation was fatisfactory to the divine juftice, and con-

tributed to appeafe the wrath of God. This cup was put

to his mouth fo foon as he affumed our nature ; he conti-

nued to drink of it daily, and was therefore jufily ftiled a

man of forrows ; but, in the clofe of life, he came to drink

off the very bittereft dregs of it. The vv^aves of divine

wrath went over him ; and he waded ftill deeper and
deeper in this troubled ocean, till he was v;ell nigh over-

whelmed. That Chrift fuftered under the wrath of God
in an eminent degree, is maniteft both from the prophe-

cies of the Old Teflament, and the relation given cf the

event in the New. Ifa. liii. 5— lo. " But he was wounded
" for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities

:

^' the chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and with
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" his {Iripes we are healed. All we, like fteep, have
*' gone ailray ; we have turned every one to his own way,
*^ and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

*' Pie was opprefled, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
*' not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the Daughter
*' and as a flieep before her Ihearcrs is dumb, fo he open-
^'^ eth not his mouth. He was taken from prifon and from
" judgment : and who fnall declare his generation ? for

^^ he was cut off out of the land of the living : for the

*' tranfgrellion of my people w^as he flricken. And he
^' made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in

'' his death, becaufe he had done no violence, neither was
'^ any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleafed the Lord to

" bruife him : he hath put him to grief: when thou fhalt

" make his foul an offering for fin, he ihall fee his feed, he
'' fliall prolong his days, and the pleafure of the Lord fhall

*' profper in his hand." See the relation of his fufferings

in the garden, Matih. xxvi. 38, 39.
'-'• Then faith he un-

"' to them, my foul is exceeding forrowful, even unto

" death : tarry ye here, and v/atch v/ith me. And he
^' went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed,

" faying, O, my Father 1 if it be poffible, let this cup pafs

^' from me ! neverthelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt !"

Mark xiv. 33, 34, 35, 36. " And he taketh with him
** Peter, and James, and John, and began to be fore ama-
*' zed, and to be very heavy, and faith unto them, my foul

^'' is exceeding forrowful unto death ! tarry ye here, and
*^ watch : and he went forward a little, and fell on the

" ground, and prayed, that if it were poffible the hour
'' might pafs from him ! And he faid, Abba, Father, all

'' things are poffible unto thee : take away this cup from
*' me ! neverthelefs, not what I will, but what thou wilt !'*

Luke xxii. 43, 44. " And there appeared an angel unto
'^ him from heaven, ftrengthening him ; and, bein^ in
'•'• an agony, he prayed more earneftly ! and his fweat
'' was, as it were, great drops of blood falling down to the

" ground !''

That the fame deep diflrefs of foul continued upon the

crofs, is plain from this lamentable exclamation, Matth.

iixvii. 46. " And, about the ninth hour, Jefus cried with
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" a loud voice, faying, Eli, Eli, lamafabadithanl ! that

** is to fay, my God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me!"
In what manner, precifely, Chrift fuffered the wrath of

God on this occafion, it would be too bold for us to de-

termine ; whether it was only God's withdrawing from

his human foal the comforts of his fenOble prefence—his

being affaulted and diftreffed v/ith the infernal fuggeftions

of the devil—his having a lively pi(5lure prefented to his

imagination of the mlferies of mankind here, and hereaf-

ter, on account of fm, and fuffering with them by com-
pafTion and fympathy—or, finally, God's pofitively in-

flicting upon him, for a feafon, the fame puuilhment in

kind, at leaft, if not in degree, that fliould have befallen

thofe for whom he fuffered, and which the impenitent 11 ill

fliall for ever endure; This laft is by fome fuppofed im-

poffible and contradl(!ilory, as much of tlieir mifery arifes

from an evil confcience, from which he was ablblutely

free ; and from defpair of mercy, which none will affirm

that even God's defertion of him at that awful feafon did

imply. It is probable, there was a mixture of all thefe

particulars in his mingled cup. And, as to the laft, I fliall

only fay, that the pain and anguifh that follows any re-

fledlion of a rational foul is only connetSled with it by tlie

determination of God the Creator of our fi:>irits ; therefore

it was certainly in the power of the Almighty to inrlidi a

fenfe of pain in any kind, or in any degree, on the holy

created foul of the man, Chrift Jefus. And I fee no other

contrariety to the divine perfections, in inflidting that very

anguifli on the holy and innocent Saviour, than in fubfti-

tuting him in our room at all, and bruifmg him for cur

iniquities. One thing is certain, that, in his life, and at

his death, he fuffered what was a full reparation of the dif-

honor done to God ; a fufficient vindication of the purity

of his nature and the authority of his broken law, and what

purchafed pardon and peace, fandlQcation, and eternal

glory, to a whole world of eleCl fmners.

And now, my brethren, from this viev^r, did not our

Redeemer travel in the greatnefs of his ftrength ? Was it

a fmall ftrength that could go throagh all this track of fuf-

fering, without linking la the wav ? Yet this did he wiih

Vol, II. E "
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unfliaken conftancy ; and, as his giving up bis life was
the lail part of it, io he expired not, before he could fay,

IT IS FINISHED ! Well, then, might the anfvver be given

to the queftion in my text, J^Vbo is this that conieth from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? this that is

glorious in his apparel^ tra'-oeUirig in the greatness of his

strength ? in the words that follow, " I that fpeak in righte-

" oufnefs, mighty to fave,"

We proceed to obferve in the third place, that the glory

of our Redeemer in his fufFerings, appears from the purity

of his carriage, and the perfection of his patience under

them. The former confideration fliows his natural

llrength, (fo to fpeak) and this his moral excellence. Af-

fliftion is the touchilone of virtue, tries its fmcerity, and

illulirates its beauty. Therefore we are told, Heb. ii. lo.

" That it became him, for whom are all things, and by
" whom are all things, in bringing many fons unto glory,

" to make the captain of their falvation perfetl through
*' fufFerings." Nothing could give a greater value to the

facrifice he oflfered up, than the meeknefs and patience

with which he refigned that life which was not forfeited,

but voluntarily furrendered. Ifa. liii. 7. ''He was op-

" preiTed and he was afflided, yet he opened not his

" mouth •• he is brought as a lamb to the flaughter, and as

*' a Iheep before her fliearers is dumb, fo he opened not
" his mouth." It is worth while to refle6l, on that conti-

nued and invincible patience with which he v;ent through

the feveral fteps of his fuSerings : that reproach and ca-

lumny, that contempt and abufe, which he met with from

thofe in whofe intereit he was fo deeply engaged, did not

excite his indignation, but his compaflion. Luke xix. 41.
'' And when he was come near, he beheld the city and
" wept over it, faying, if thou hadft known, even thou, at

** leall in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy
" peace ! but now they are hid from thine eyes." When
his ignorant difciples would have defended him from the

affaults of his enemies, he fays, John xviii. 11.—"The
*' cup which my Father hath given m.e, iliall I not drink
u

it ?" When he entered upon the laft and heavieft part of

his fufFerings, and began to feel their anguifh, he fays,-
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John xii. 27, " Now is my foul troubled, and what fhall

*' I fay ? Father, fave me from this hour ! but for this

" caufe came I unto this hour." And in that dreadful

feafon, when in the midft of his hardeft conflidl, this is

the form of his praj^er, Matth. xxvi. 39. " O my Father

!

" if' it be pollible let this cup pafs from me : neverthelefs,

*' not as I will, but as thou wilt." And a little after,

verfe 42. " O my Father ! if this cup may not pafs away
*' from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." Vv'as

not this divine glory fliining through the dark cloud that

encompafled him ? Was not this the patience of a God ?

And, in fpite of the lliame of the crofs on which he hung,

did it not conftrain the centurion that attended his cruci-

fixion to fay, *' Certainly this was a righteous man I Tru-
'' ly this was the Son of God !"

In the lad place, The glory of a fufFering Saviour ap-

pears from the end he had in view in his fufFerings, and

which he fo eifedlually obtained. This was none other

than the glory of the great God, and the everlafling falva-

tion of ele6l fmners. It was to do the will of his heavenly

Father that he came into the world, and in doing this he

delighted. Towards the clofe of his life he thus addreffes

his Father, John xvii. 4,
'' I have glorified thee on the

*' earth ; I have finiflied the work which thou gavefl me
*' to do." He not only exhibited a fair and bright image

of the divine glory in his perfonal character, while he

dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, but in his work

as Mediator, illudrated all the perfedions of God ; and in

particular, glorified his jufi:ice and magnified his mercy.

If therefore a worthy end beautifies and ennobles any dif-

ficult undertaking, this excellent purpofe muft give digni-

ty to a crucified Saviour.

But ought we not to add, the end fo clofely conne£led

with this, the falvation of periihing finners. Is not this

a defign, of the beauty of which we ought to be particu-

larly fenfible ? Had not our companionate Redeemer fi;ept

in between us and the ftroke of divine jufiice, we had

for ever lain under the wrath of the Almighty. Andj

Qh, how unable had we been to bear that vengeance which

was fo heavy tQ him ! How glorious does he appear to
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the convinced finner in his red apparel ! and what reafon

has he to fay, '* Worthy is the Lamb that v/as flain, to

'' receive power, and riches, and wifdorn, and fcrength,

'^ and honor, and glory, and bleffing !"

I Ihall now conchide this head with obferving, that I

have all alonp^ confidered Chrilt as God and man, in one

perfon, our Mediator. I am lenfible, however, he could

only fuiFer in his human nature, and indeed became man
that he might be capable of fulTering. But it was the in-

conceivable union of the human nature with the divine,

from which he derived his glory, which gave him ftrength

for fuflering, and made his fufterings of value fufficient for

the purchafe of our redemption.

I come, now, in the lafc place, to make fome pradlical

improvement of what hath been faid. And,

id. We are, here, called to admire and adore the un-'

fearchable wifdom, and unfpeakable love of God. Inhere

is a boundlefs depth in all the works and v/ays of God,

and particularly here. Upon a flight view, we may be

apt to take offence at the crofs ; to hide our faces from

him ; to be difgulled at an incarnate God, the Lord of glo-

ry, defpifed and trampled on by a proud Pharifee ; the

Creator of the ends of the earth fianding at the judgment-

feat of a weak mortal ; and the Author of life giving up the

ghofl. But, upon a nearer inipection, muft we not ad-

mire the harmony of the divine attributes, in cur redemp-

tion, upon this plan ? that thefe perfe6Vions which feem

to limJt each other in their exercife, lliould be, in con-

junction, more illuftrioufiy difplayed : that God's infinite

holinefs, and abhorrence of fm, nay, his impartial juftice,

ih.ould be more difplayed in the pardon than the condem-

nation of the fmner : that fo fignal a defeat fliould be given

Xo the enemy of fouls, even when he feemed exulting in

the fuccefs of his defigns : that our Lord, by death, (hould

deilroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil

;

and, by being lifted up from the earth, as unworthy of a

place on it, he fnould draw all men unto him, joining thus

the extremities of glory and bafenefs, power and humilia-

tion, and travelling in the greatnefs of his ftrength. This,

without doubt, fliail afford fubje^l for the adoring inquiry



in his HumiUatlon. §y

of glorified fiiints to eternal ages ; and we ouglit to bepin

it here, faying with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxii. 17, " His
" name lliall endure forever ; his name fhali be continued

" as long as the fun ; and men (hall be blefied in him ; all

" nations fhall call him bleffed
!"

2dly, Suffer me to improve the fubje(5l, by fhewing the

guilt and danger of all who are not reconciled to God^

efpecially thofe, who, by continuing in unbelief and im-

penitence, fhall die in that condition. There is nothing

we can more juflly infer from what hath been faid, than

the holinefs of God, and his detellation of fm. Such is

the hardnefs of heart of many fmners, and fuch their par-

tiality to themfelves, that it is a matter of the utmofi; diiti-

culty to convince them either of their guilt or danger.

But, if you have any belief in the truths of the gofpel, it

you believe the certainty of that tranfa6lion which we are

this day to commemorate, with what fear and trembling

ought you to refleft upon the juftice of God? If he puniflied

fm fo feverely in the perfon of his own Son, how fhall he

punifh it in the perfons of the finally impenitent ? If a

temporary fuffering of the wrath of God was fo terrible to

him, who travelled through it in the greatnefs of his

ilrength, v/hat fhall it be to thofe who fhall lie under it to

eternity, without the leaft ray of hope or confolation f

what fliali it be to thofe who fliall have nothing to fupport

them in their unchangeable abode, but an accufuig con-

faience, and defpair of m.ercy I

I cannot help obferving, hear It, O fmners, and trem-

ble I that a defpifed gofpel fnall be an aggravation of the

guilt, and an addition to the m.ifery, of all to whom it was

offered, Heb. ii. 2. " For, if the word fpoken by angels
*' was fledfafi:, and every tranfgrefTion and difobedience
^' received a jull recompence of reward, how iliall we ef-

*' cape if we neg]e<ft fo great falvation ?"—Heb. x. 28, 29*
" He that defpifed Mofes' law died, without mercy, un-
" der two or three witnefs '- of how much forer punifn-

" ment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who hath

" trodden under foot the Sen of God, and hath counted
" the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was fan6lified,

*' an unholy thing, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit



38 The'Glory of Christ

*- of grace ?'* The feverity of the puniihment of finners

rejecting the gofpel, fhall bear a juft proportion to the love

and mercy of God rnanifefted in that difpenfation. If

thefe are juftly called unfpeakably great, the other muft be

inconceivably dreadful. Every drop of that blood, which

was fpilt in behalf of finners, fhall be as oil to the flames

that confume the impenitent, and make them burn with

greater fiercenefs, to all the ages of eternity. Remember,
I befeech you, that our Saviour fhall continue in the cha-

ra6ier of adminiftrator of the covenant of grace, till the

£nal doom of finners be ordained. The fame perfon,

whofe foul v/as made an offering for fm, and who groaned

on Calvary, fhall, one day, come in his own and in his

Father's glory, attended with his angels, as the miniflers

of his juftice ; then '' every eye fhall fee him, and thofe

'' alfo that pierced him, and all kindreds of the earth fhall

*' wail becaufe of him." Then how fliall his enemies

f[and before him, when thofe who came to apprehend him
fell to the ground, at his word, even in his humiliation ?

Thofe who obftinately refufe to be the trophies of his

grace, fhall then be the monuments of his vengeance. It

is very remarkable, that as the nation of the Jews were a

p^^ople uncommonly favored of God, particularly by the

enjoyment of the perfonal miniflry of Ghrill, and hearing

the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth ; fo,

when they had filled up the meafure of their iniquities, by

rejedling him, the judgment that fell upon them was the

moR fignal, and terrible, and lafling, that ever was inflid-

ed on any people. In this they were an example of the

fate of a whole world of finners ; and, indeed, the de-

flru^ion of Jerufalem is defcribed in fuch terms as do na-

turally fuggeft to us the final judgment of the world, and

^ teach OS what to expedt, " when the Lord Jefus fhall be
^' revealed from heaven, in flaming fire, taking vengeance
'* on them that know not God, and that obey not the gof-

*' pel of our Lord Jefus Chrift.'*

" He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." Now the

Saviour is in the poflure of a humble fupplicant, ftanding

at the door of many hard hearts, and knocking, and afk-

ing admifTion. Now does he earneflly befeech you, by
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his mercies, to be reconciled to God ; but then fhall he

put on the frowns and terrors of a judge ; and how fnall

they be able to lift up their eyes towards him, who no\r

trample upon his love ? See a reprefentation of this mat-

ter, Rev. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17. '' And the heaven dej^-arted

" as a fcroU v/hen it is rolled together ; and every moun-
'* tain and ifland u'ere moved out of their places : and the

" kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men,
'' and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every
" bondman, and every freeman, hid themfelves in the

" dens, and in the rocks of the mountains ; and fa.id to

" the mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us from
" the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the
'' wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day of his VvTa.th is

*' come ; and who fhall be able to ftand !*' It is remark-

able, that the wrath here fpoken of, is called the wratb of
the Lamb. Strange expreilion indeed ! but flrongly fig-

nifying, that his prefent meeknefs, and patience, and fuf-

fering ihali inflame and exafperate his future vengeance.

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, T would befeech

every fmner in this affembly, to confider the things that

belong to his peace—that the fame ilrength and power of

our Redeemer, that was evident in his fuiFering in our

(lead, that is evident in v/orking out the falvation of his

own people, fliall alfo be evident in the judgment of his

enemies. Pfal. ii. 11, 12. " Serve the Lord wdth fear,

" and rejoice with trembling. Kifs the Son, left he be
*' angry, and ye perifh from the way, when his v/rath is

" kindled but a little : BlefTed are all they that put their

^' truft in him."

In the 3d place, I would improve this fubject, for the

encouragement of fmners to return to God through? Chrift,

It was for this very end, that God laid help upon One that

is mighty, and raifed up a chofen One out of the people.

Is there, then, among you, an awakened fmner, who
trembles at the profpedl of Divine wrath, upon whofe^

heart God, in his mercy, has carried hom.e a convidlion of

his loft ftate, and who is crying out, JVhat shall I do to

be sailed! Behold, here, the peace-fpeaking blood of the

Lamb of God ! Behold, here, not only your ranfom paid,
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and jufilce fully fatisfied, but a powerful, an Almighty Sa-

viour, able to fave to the uttermoil, all that come unto God
hy him ! He has gone through his work, in the greatnefs

of his ftrength ! He hath foiled your fpiritual enemies, and
made a fliew of them openl}^, triumphing over them in his

crofs ! My brethren there is the greater need earneftly to

intreat your attention to this, that a flothful defpondency,

and diffidence of fuccefs, is what keeps many fmners

from a hearty return to God. There is more of this in

the hearts of many than they themfelves are aware of: I

do not mean defpair of mercy alone, but defpair of reco-

very from a ftate of fm, of deliverance from the bondage
of corruption, and attaining to the difpofition and charac-

ter of God's children. Are there not many of you, my
brethren, who, though you, in fome meafure, fee the ex-

cellence and happinefs of a fiate of favor with God and
holy conformity to his will, yet finding how flrongly you
are wedded to the world and its fuiful enjoyments, and
knowing, by experience, the unfuccefsfulneis of former re-

folutions taken in your own ftrength, you have no hope

of fuccefs, and fo, in a fuilen obllinac}^, refufe to attempt

v%'hat you think you cannot accomplifh ? Do you not fee,

from what hath been faid, both your former error, and

what is now the proper cure ? You can do nothing of

yourfelves ; but through Chrift ftrengthening you, you
may do all things. He is an Almighty Saviour : he is

llronger than the ftrong man who detains you in bondage:

he is able to knock oiT the ftrongeft fetters, and let the

prifoners go free. Wherefore, I befeech you, my dear

friends, as you value your everlafling intereft, that you do

not fit Hill and perifli, but arife and be doing, and the Lord
will be with you.

In the 4th place, the fame inftru^lion, with little dif-

ference, may be given to the people of God. As felf-

righteoufnefs and felf-confidence, are the ruling charac-

ters of the unregenerate : fo they are difeafes never en-

tirely cured in this world, even in the beft, and lamenta-

bly prevalent in many of God's own children. As their

work is to obtain a yi^^ory over their corruptions and grow
in tlie esercife of every Chriliian grace, they often at-
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tempt both thefe, too much in their own ftrength. As the

natural and unavoidable confequence of this, they meet

with frequent difappointments ; thefe make them ready to

fit down in flothful carelefihefs, and decline the ilrugglc

to which they find themfelves unequal, nay, too often not

v/ithout fecret murmurings and complaints againR God,

as a hard mailer, requiring bricks, and giving no itraw ;

inftead of concluding, from their unfuccefsfulnefs, that

they mufl have taken their meafures wrong, they conclude

the attempt itfelf to be vain, and the work imprafticable.

But, my brethren, here is a truth, which not only the

word of God every where teaches, but which almod every

part of his Providence towards us is intended to ratify,

that ill us dnjoelletb no good thing ; that we can hardly

have too low an opinion of our own worth, or our own
llrength ; but, at the fame time, that God is able and

willing to perfect flrength in our weaknefs. He is able to

uphold the weakell felf-denied Chriflian in the midft of

the mod dangerous temptations, though he often fufFers the

felf-fufficient to fall before his enemies. Wherefore, my
dear friends, believe in the Almighty power of your Re-

deemer ; and 1 hope you will know to your experience,

that " he giveth pov/er to the faint, and to them that have

" no might, he increafeth Rrength."

In the 5th place, fuffer me to improve this fubjeQ, for

the comfort and refrefliment of every difconfolate and

mourning foul. As weary and heavy laden fmners are

the perfons to whom the call of the gofpel is addrefled, ^o

furely it alfo fpeaks peace to weary and heavy laden faints.

This world v/as plainly defigned as a place of trial and

difcipline, and not of complete refl to the children of God
It often pleafes him, in his fovereign and holy providence,

not only to afflidt them with outward trials, but to hide

his face from them, and vifit them with diftrefs of foul.

May not all Rich fee, from what has been faid, that they

are but conformed to their Redeemer ; that they are but

treading in the path which he hath fandlified : and is it

not '' enough for the difciple, that he be as his A'Tafter,

" and for the fervant, that he be as his Lord :" It would

be a great point gained, if we could but be convinced, that

Vol. II. F
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aitlldions are what we mufl look for, and fo not h^Jtily

and rafhly conclude, that he is " rebuking us in his wrath,

" and chaHening us in his hot difpleafure." Is it not com-

fortable, and is it not true, that Chrifl: hath taken away

the (ling of death, and of every fuffering from his people,

and left nothing but that corredion which is healthful and

necelTary ? Above all, ought you not to look to the power

of your Redeemer, and his almighty flrength, as fufficient

to fupport you now, and at laft work your complete deli-

verance ? Banilli every thought that tends to reprefent

your cafe, either as fmgular to abate your fenfe of the di-

vine goodnefs, or as defperate to weaken your hands in

feeking relief; and make your requeft to God, " with

" ftrong crying and tears, that he, as the God of hope,

" would fill you with all joy, and peace in believing, that

*' you may rejoice with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory/'

6th. I Ihall now conclude all, with an earnefl: invitati-

on to all intending commamicants, to come to the table of

the Lord, and, by faith, to feed upon the rich entertain-

ment that is there provided for them. See here the price

of your redemption ; the evidence and fecurity of your

pardon ; the feal of God's love to you ; and the certain

pledge of every necelTary blefling. " It pleafed the Fa-
" ther, that in Chrifl: fhould all fulnefs dwell, and of his

" fulnefs you may all receive, and grace for grace." ' His

body, broken, is the bread of life, that mufl: nourifh your

fouls to their everlafl:ing ftate. His blood, flied, is a never

failing cordial to a broken fpirit, and a moft excellent re-

frefhment to the foul that pants in a parched wildernefs.

May the Lord himfelf meet with us and blefs us, vifit us

with his gracious prefence, and make us joyful in his houfe

of prayer. Amen,
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THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN.

SERMON 19.

Hebrews iii. 13.

But exhort one another daihj^ while it is called to day ; lest

any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of Sin,

WE fee many my fierious things in the frame of na-

ture, and the courfe of Providence. But nothing

can be more myfterious and wonderful than what we may
often fee in the (late of our own hearts. V/hen there is

no prefent foliciting temptation, and when we confider,

in a cool and dehberate manner, the confeqaences of vice

and wickednefs, even barely from the di6lates of natural

confcience, it feems furprizing, that, in any inftance, we
Ihould yield to it ; that we fhould be induced to break the

peace of our own minds, and provoke the vengeance of

an Almighty Judge ; nay, to do fo for a trifling, momen-
tary, and uncertain fatisfa6lion. But if it be unreafona-

ble to offend God at all, and to take but a few fieps in the

paths of fin, how much more above meafure aflonifhing is

it, that men fliould adhere to their former miRakes, and

Ihould not open their eyes after repeated admonitions of

their danger, and daily experience of their own folly !

I believe every body will be fenfible, that many fmners,

even fetting afide the confideration of fome of the moft im-
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portant religious truths, a£l in a manner \o dlredly oppo-
fite to their own prefent intereft as is not to be accounted
for, without fuppofmg them under an amazing degree of

blindnefs and ini^tuation. This is to be refolved into the

deceitfulness of sin ^ a circumftance on this great fubjeO;

well worthy ot our mod ferious attention.

\n entering on the deceitfulnefs of fin, let us refle£l a

little on the meaning of the exprelTion. V/ho is it that is

deceived ; It is the finner himfelf. Does he need to be

deceived ? Is there not in us all a ftrong enough direct

inclination to that which is evil, ready to burlt afunder

every reilrainingtie ? There is fo; and yet there is more
in our danger than m.erely a propenfity to fin. There is

alfo a deceit and impofition which over-reaches us, and in-

fnares us into the commiflfion of what, but for that mif-

take, we would have avoided or abhorred. There is very

frequent mention made of this in fcripture ; many cau-

tions againft being deceived ; and indeed all fin is repre-

fented as error and delufion, in which a deceived heart

hath turned us afide.

Again, if the finner is deceived, who is it, or what is

it that deceives him ? Here we mufi: obferve, that when
we fpeak of fin's being deceitful, it is not fo much any
thing without us, taking the advantage of our weaknefs,

but it is the effecl and evidence of the firength of corrupti-

on within us, which maker- us fee things in a wrong light

and draw unjud and pernicious confequences from them.

Let us always remember, that the whole frame of nature,

although it be the fcene of temptation, and even the fuel

of concupifcence, is faultlefs in itfelf ; nay it prcfcnts us

every where v/ith leiTons of piety and obedience to its Au-
thor. The miftake here arifes wholly from ourfelves.

There is a remarkable difference between the deceitfulnefs

of fin and deceit of any other kind ; in worldly tranfac^

tions, the perfon deceived is never fuppofed unfaith-

ful to himfelf, but is impofed on by the luperior art and

cunning of the deceiver. But it is otherwife in fpiritual

matters, where the deceitfulnefs of fin is but another form

of fpeech for the corruption and treachery of our own
liearts. It is true, \i\ fome inftances of delufion, there is
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an a£llvity of outward agents, if I may fpeak fo, the devil

and wicked men, who ufe no little induftry to feduce

others, and lie in wait to deceive; but this, if I miftake

not, does not belong properly to the deceitfulnefs of fm,

which lies in the difpofition ofourov.n hearts, and is what

lays us open to their fnares.

I fhall only further obferve, by way of introdudion,

that this fubjeiSt is equally applicable to good men and bad.

Both ought to dread, and both ought to be warned of the

deceitfulnefs of fm ; it betrays good men into diftrefs, as

well as bad men into ruin.

In further difcourfmg on this fubje^, I fhall,

I. Endeavor to open a little the chief branches of the

deceitfulness of sin.

II. Confider the duty founded upon it, o{exhortmg one

another daily.

III. Make fome practical improvement of the fubjecl,

Firft, then, I Ihall endeavor to open a little the chief

branches of the deceitfulnefs of fm : And I think the de-

ceitfulnefs of fm may be divided into thefe three general

branches, i. Its difguifmg itfelf, and wholly concealing

its nature. 2. Its forming excufes for itfelf, and thereby

extenuating its guilt. 3. Its infmuating itfelf by degrees,

and leading men on from the voluntary commlffion of fome

fms to the necelTity of committing more.

I ft, then. The deceitfulnefs of fm appears from its dif-

guifmg itfelf, and wholly concealing its nature. Though
the great lines of the law of God are written upon the con>

fcience in fo ftrong and legible characters, that it is diffi-

cult wholly to efface them, yet it is plain that men have

often brought this about to a furprifmg degree. The
Pfalmift David, fenfible how often fm is concealed from

our own view, exclaims, Pfal. xix. 12, *' Who can under-

" ftand his errors ! cleanfe thou me from fecret faults.''

What ingenious reafonings do men often ufe with their

own minds to prove the lawfulnefs of what inclination

leads them to, either with refpect to profit or pleafure ?

When the heart pleads the caufe, the underftanding is a

very favorable judge. Every one may nnd a great nuni-
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ber of examples of this in his own experience, and may
daily fee the unhappy effedls of it in others-

For the better illuiirating of this truth, that fin is often

wholly concealed, even from the man in whom it dwells,

be pleafed to attend to the following obfervations :

(i.) Som.etimes it fnows itfelfin the prevalence ofloofe

principles. I am forry to [txy, that we live in an age in

which infidelity of the groffeil kind, is fpreading its poifon

among ail ranks and degrees of men. But why is it {o

readily entertained ? Becaufe it either fets men at liberty

from the ties of confcience and a future reckoning al-

together ; or greatly narrows the extent, and weakens the

obligations of the law of God. How fweet and palatable

to the corrupt mind is every thing that removes reflraints,

and fuffers the finner to walk in the ways of his own heart,

and the fight of his own eyes ^. It is not reafon, but incli-

nation, that makes profelytes to thefe deftruftive doc-

trines. The truth is, would you reafon impartially, you
would conclude that the principles muft be falfe which
tend to fet men at eafe in their crimes. When therefore

the ar-uments in their favor are {o eafily admitted, we
have ju(i ground to affirm that it is owing to the deceitfui-

nefs of fm.

(2.) Ii v/e proceed from principles to praclice, and from
generals to particulars, we ihall find how fin difguifes it-

felf, and hides its deformity from our view. It never ap-

pears in its own proper and genuine drefs, nor loves to be

called by its proper name. Thus excefs and intemperance
is called, and unhappily thought by many, a focial difpofi-

tion and good fellowil:ip. Pride and unchrifiian refent-

ment, is called honor, fpirit, and dignity of mind. Vain
pomp, luxury, and extravagance, are ftyled tafie, ele-

gance, and rennemenr. Sordid avarice and love of mo-
ney, calls itfelf prudence, frugality, and good manage-
ment. Levity, lolly, and even obfcenity, is often called

innocent liberty, chearfulnefs, and good humor. So
great is the deceit, and fo fecure does the fin lie under its

difguife, that a minifier may preach with the utmofi: fe-

verity againfi thefe feveral vices, and the guilty perfons
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hear with patience or approbation, and never once think

of applying it to themfelves.

This deceit difcovers itfelf alfo by its counterpart. How
common is it to lligmatize and difparage true piety and

goodnefs by the moll opprobrious titles. TenderiKTs of

confcience, is, by many, reproached under the character

of precifenefs and narrownefs of mind. Zealagainfl fm,

and fidelity to the fouls of others, is called fournefs, mo-

rofenefs, and ill nature. There was never yet a faithful

reprover, from Lot in Sodom to the prefent day, but he

fuffered under the reproach and flander of thofe who would

not be reclaimed. I might eafily run over many more

inflances in both thefe kinds ; for, to fay the truth, the

whole flrain of fafhionable converfation is often nothing

elfe but an illufion put upon the mind, that it may lofe

its horror of vice ; and it is greatly to be lamented, that

this is done with fo much fuccefs. In many cafes, young

perfons efpecially, are infpired with a hatred and averfion

at true and unde filed religion, and that under the molt

plaufible pretences. Many, my brethren, there are wlio

are far from thinking it themfelves, and yet fall under the

denunciation of the Prophet Ifaiah, v. 20—24. " Wo un-

*' to them that call evil good, and good evil ; that put

" darknefs for light, and light for darknefs ; that put bitter

" for fweet, and fweet for bitter. Wo unto them that are

" wife in their ov/n eyes, and prudent in their own fight.

" Wo unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men
" of ftrength to mingle llrong drink : which juftify the

" wicked for reward, and take av/ay the righteoufnefs of

'' the righteous from him. Therefore, as the fire devour-

" eth the fiubble, and the flame confumeth the chaff, fo

" their root iliall be as rottennefs, and their blolTom fliall go

*' up as duff ; becaufe they have cafl away the law of the

" Lord of Hofis, and defpifed the word of the Holy One
" of Ifrael.'^

(3.) But the higheft degree of this branch of the deceit^

fulnefs of fin, is, when it not only puts on a decent and

lawful appearance, but affumes the garb of eminent piety

and worth. There is nothing impoiTible in this. As

Satan fometimes transforms himfelf into an angel of Lght,
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fo fome of the greatefl fins will take the name, and arro-

gate the honor, of the moft diftinguifhed virtues. I do
not here mean the cafe of grofs hypocrify ; that is foreign

from the prefent fubjed:. Hypocrites know their own in-

fmcerity well enough, and only put on an appearance of

piety to deceive others. But even when there is no
known or deliberate hypocrify, fin may infmuate itfelf un-

der the appearance of the moft important duties. Men
may indulge the moft hateful pafTions with the greater li-

berty, when they think they are doing what is acceptable

to God.

The crofs of our blefTed Mafter is full fraught with in-

ftru6lion of every kind. It gives us, particularly, a flriking

example of what I have now faid. His enemies, who per-

fecuted him with unrelenting malice through his life, and
at laft prevailed to have him hanged on a tree, did it, fome,

no doubt, from a pretended, but many of them from a

mifguided zeal for religion. He was crucified as a de-

ceiver and a blafphemer ; and that in this they were mif-

led, appears from the language of his prayer for them on
the crofs, '' Father, forgive them ; for they know not what
'' they do." What a conviction fhould this give us of

the deceitfulnefs of fm ; that the greateft fm that ever was
committed on earth, v/as yet confidered, by the guilty, as

a duty !

Let us alfo confider our Saviour's remarkable predic-

tion on the fame fubjedl, and how often it hath been ful-

filled : John xvi. 2. '" They fliall put you out of the fyna-

'' gogues ! yea, the time cometh, that whofoever killeth

" you, will think that he doth God fervice." My bre-

tliren, think a little on the many dreadful perfecutions

which good men have endured for confcience fake ; the

terrible tortures they have been expofed to, in which the

utmoft invention of the human mind has been employed

to aggravate their diftrefs. Think, in particular, of the

horrible tribunal of inquifition, which is, to this day, in

full authority in countries not very diftant ; and does it

not infpire you with the higheft deteftation of the bloody

tyrants r But there is another refieclion not fo frequently

made, yet at leaft equally proper. How great is the deceit-
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falnefs of fin in the human heart, that can make men fup-

pofe that fuch atrocious crimes are acceptable to God ?

Yet they certainly do fo. Neither would it be poffible

for them, fo entirely to diveft themfelves of every fenti-

ment of humanity, if they were not inflamed by the rage

of bigotry and falfe zeal. Let not any imagine, that thefe

are dreadful crimes, but which they are not in the leail

danger of. We ought to maintain the greatefl: watchful-

nefs and jealoufy over our own fpirits. It may very eafi-

ly, and does very frequendy happen, that an apparent zeal

for religion is more than half compofed of pride, malice,

envy, or revenge.

Nor is this all. In the above cafes, by the treachery

of the human heart, fms are changed into duties, and, in

many others, every day, duties are changed into lins, by

the perverfion of the principle from which they ought to

flow. Many a fober, temperate perfon, ovveth his regu-

larity more to a luft of gold, than to any fenfe of duty

and obedience to God. Tlie delire of praife, or the fear of

reproach, is many times a reftraint more powerful than

the apprehenfion of eternal judgment. Men may put one

duty alfo in the place of another, and by that means con-

vert it into fin. Na}^ with regard to all our duties, we
may be tempted to place that trull and dependance on

them which is only due to our Redeemer's perfedl righte-

oufnefs ; and, inflead of adis of obedience, make them
idols of jealoufy before God.

How great then the deceitfulnefs of fm, which is capa-

ble of putting on fo many and fuch artful difguifes, and
even to counterfeit true piety, which (lands in the moft

immediate and diredl oppofition to it ! There are more
ways than I can pofTibly enumerate, by v/hich men de-

ceive themfelves, and become obilinate and incorrigible in

what is evil, by miflaking it for what is good. Juftly does

the Apoille, in this paflage, wajn Chrillians againfl: be-

ing hardened ; for if (in can hardly be retrained, even by
the mod conftant vigilance, and the moft (leady refiftance,

what progrefs will it not make, what ftrength muft it not

acquire, when it is approved and cheridied, nay, when it

Vol. IL G
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is profecuted with all that care and attention which ought

to have been employed for its utter deitrudion ?

2. In the fccond place, The deceitfulnefs of fin, ap-

pears frofn its fcrmin;:^ excufes for itfelf, and thereby ex-

tenuating its guilt. Tha.t it is natural for fmners to form
excufes for themfelves, and endeavor to extenuate their

guilt, daily experience is a fufficient proof. Nay, it is

ulual to obferve, how able, and ingenious, perfons, other-

wife of no great capacity, are in this art ; even children

difcover the greatell qulcknefs and facility in it, and are

no fooner challenged for any thing that is amifs, than they

are ready to produce an apology. The difpofition, in-

deed, feems to be hereditary, and to have been handed
dov;n to us from the fird parents of the human race. On
their being challenged for their difobedience, each of them
confefTes the fadl, but immediately adds an excufe, Gen.
iii. II, 12, 13. " Haft thou eaten of the tree, whereof
" I commanded thee, that thou fhouldelt not eat ; And
*' the man faid, the woman whom thou gaveft to be v.'ith

*' me, fl:e gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the
*' Lord God faid unto the woman, what is this that thou
" hail done ? And the woman faid, the ferpent beguiled
*' me, and I did eat." You will eafily be fenfible, that it is

impoiiible for me to enumerate the feveral excufes, or dif-

tin6l alleviating circumftances, that may be pleaded in fa-

vor of particular fins, becaufe tiiefe are infinitely various.

I intend, therefore, only to mention fome of the chief

confiderations that are offered by pretended reafoners, or

which hai^e a fecret influence upon the mind of the fin-

ner ; and which lefTen the impreiTion of the evil of fin in

general.

(i.) One excufe, which, however v/eak, has no fmall

influence in fetting men's minds at eafe in the commif-

fion of fin, is no other than the commonnefs of it ; and
that there are multitudes of others in the like condition.

It is wonderful to think what boldnefs fmners often de-

rive from this circumflance, and how hard it is to perfuade

tliem of the danger of what is common and generally prac-

tifed. Even good men are often carried away with pre-

vailing and epidemical fins. We may take the illuftra-
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tion of this from any particular fm. How ready are men
to think, and even to fpeak, in the following manner ?

If this be a fm, I am fure I am not fmgular in it ; there

are many others guilty as well as I. They feem to look

upon the pradice of others, as a fort of fupport and judifi-

cation of their own condu<i"l:.

But, my brethren, I befeech you to confider how delufive

and dangerous thefe thoughts are to your immortal fouls.

If any credit is to be given to the fcripture reprefentation,

the human race, in general, is under guilt : and therefore,

the commonnefs, nay, the univerfality of any pradlice, is

not failicient to give it a fanftion, as lawful and fafe.

Will the law of an unchangeable, God be altered or aba-

ted in favor of his apoftate creatures, becaufe of their num-
ber ? Is there fuch a number of offenders, as to be able to

make head againfi: their almighty Creator ? Sometimes,

indeed, the tranfgreiTors of human laws are fo numerous,

as to be formidable to their very judges ; but no fuch thing

can take place here. Or will it, in truth, be any confola-

tion to the fufferers in hell, that they have fociety in their

torment ? Were a great number of malefadlors to be exe-

cuted together, would this alleviate the punilhm.ent to any

one of them ? I apprehend it would rather increafe it,

fmce they vvould, in a good meafure, feel each others fuf-

ferings ; as it certainly would add greater horror to the

fight. Wherefore, my dear brethren, I befeech every one

of you, to confider the neceiTity of reconciliation and peace

with God, and that it is not lefs important and neceffary

to you, on account of the multitudes you fee around you

fo fad afleep in fecurity and floth.

(2.) Another excufe that men often make for their fins,

is, that they are comparatively fmall. When they fee,

think, or hear of the monflrous and atrocious crimes of

others, they are ready to blefs themfelves in their fecurity,

and to reckon upon their lefs degree of guilt, as a fpecies

of innocence. Believe it, my brethren, I have found,

with concern, perfons in a dangerous ficknefs, or the prof-

ped of death, taking comfort to themfelves, and mention-

ing, with much fatisflidlion, that they were not fo bad as

fome others ; that they had never committed this or the
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other heinous crime ; that xhty had never done as this or

the other defperate profligate had done, with whom they

were acquainted. To all fuch we may juflly apply the

words of the apoRle, 2 Cor. x. 12. " For we dare not make
" ourfelves of the number, or compare ourfelves with fome
" that commend themfelves : but they, meafuring them-
*^ felves by themfelves, and comparing themfelves amongft
" themfelves, are not wife.'*

There is a wonderful propenfity in the proud fpirit of

man, to gratify itfelf by comparilon with others. Com-
parifon, indeed, is the very fuel of pride ; for of what are

v/e proud, but of fomething in which it is fuppofed we ex-

cel. Is there any thing more common in converfation,

when any inftance of the fin or folly of others is narrated,

than for the hearers, every one, to take the benefit of it

to himfelf, and to fay, I am fure I fliould never have done
fo and fo, had I been in his cafe. Scarce any man finds

fault with another for his condu6l in his flation, without

blazoning and difplaying his own real or imagined excel-

lence. I do not fay, that good men are wholly free from
this fault; yet, as the principles of fm and grace are di-

re611y oppofite, in general, the Umie views that make a

bad man proud, tend to make a good man humble.

—

The grofs fins of others, which incline carclefs perfons to

glory, that they are ,free from the charge, often tend to

difcover to the Chrifiian the finfulnefs of his nature,

which is capable of fuch impiet3^ They fill him with

humble adoration, and thankfulnefs to that gracious God,
who only maketh him to differ. He knovvs, that had he

been left to himfelf, he might have exceeded the moft

abandoned profligate within the compafs of his knowledge.

Let me therefore, mv brethren, caution you and myfelf

againft all excufcs drawn from comparlfon in any form.

For, not to mention how ready we are to miilake and be

partial to ourfelves in making the com pari fon : not to

mention that, though we were ever lo impartial, as the

hearts of others are not open to us, nor the motives of

their condu6l, we cannot make it v/ith certainty : I only

infift, that all comparifons, v/hether they be jufi: or tuijull,

m'e unfpeakably pernicious. It is not. your being better
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orworfethan others, that will juftify you before God, or

be the matter of inquiry at the laft day. You will not

then be allied, v/hether you were as profane a blafphemer

as fuch a perfon ? as great a liar as another ? as great a

drunkard as another ? as great a whoremonger as another ?

No. You muft be weighed in the balance of the l^mdlua-

ry, and all that are there found wanting, lliall be caft in-

to the lake of fire. You may leave it to a wife and righte^

ous God to proportion the feverity of his judgment to the

atrocioufnefs of the fmner's guilt. " But except a man
*' be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God." A
man may be drowned in five fathom water, as wxll as in

five thoufand ; and, therefore, let none foolifhly flatter

themfelves wdth the hope of fecurity, even though they

really, fee many (to fpeak in the language of fcripture.)

'* tenfold more the children of hell than themfelves."

(3.) Sinners are apt to look for another fource of ex-

ciifes for their fins in themfelves. They are firongly in-

clined to make a merit of any adllons they have done that

are materially good, and think that fome indulgence is

due to their faults and mifcarriages on that account.

They fet their good works and their faults, as it were, in

oppofite columns, as if they intended, in that manner^
to llrike the balance. There is very much of this difpo-

fition in the natural unenlightened mind. We find ma-
ny fentiments fimilar to this ia the heathen v/orld. * Eve-
* ry man,' fays a certain author, ' has fome virtues, and
' fome faults ; he that hath more virtues than faults, is a
' good man; and he that hath more faults than virtues, is^
' bad man.' I am fenfible there might be fome jufi:ice in

fuch a comparifon, after a perfon has really been brought

to the fervice of God upon genuine principles. It might
then ferve to flievv whether God or the world hath moil:

of our prevailing love, and our habitual fervice. But this

rule is highly pernicious, when an ignorant or vicious

man endeavors to apply it : for, firft of all, thefe very

actions, which they fuppofe to be good, not flowing froua

a real prir.ciple of obedience to God, are falfely reckoned

virtues in them. O that felf-righteous perfons would but

iaithfully examine the motives from which many of their



54 T^he Deceitfulness of Shi.

boafled virtues flow ! The more they knew of themfelves,

and their own real character, the lefs would they be in-

clined to glory in its excellence and perfedlion. It is

certain, that even in the world, the more a man prefumes

to comniend himfelf, the lefs others are difpofed to eileem

him; and is it not flrange, that the felf-jullification,

which is infuiFerable to our fellow creatures, Ihould be the

foundation of our hope before a holy and heart-fearching

God?
But, befides, I befeech your attention to the follovv^ing

circumRance : even the falfe fuppofition, juft now men-
tioned, proceeds upon an abfolute miftake of the nature of

moral obligation. There is no proper merit in the obe-

dience of a creature, neither hath it, in the lead degree,

any title or tendency to extinguifh the guilt of crimes. If

edeem, love, and obedience, all in the highefl: degree, be

truly and properly due unto God, no reward can be plead-

ed for on account of the performance, much lefs can it

have the effecl of procuring pardon where duty hath been

negle6lcd. Let me beg of you to reflecl upon a matter of

experience, which is but feldom attended to. Does the

general goodnefs of a man's character incline even the

world to indulge him in more bad a£tions than another ?

It does juR the contrary. A man, who hath been emi-

nent in piety during a long courfe of years, if he goes

aftray in any one inflance, will be more deeply reproach-

ed, and his chara(?ter will fuflfer more by it, I may even

fay, it will fufFer an hundred-fold more for the fame adi-

on, than the character of another whofe conduct has been

more imperfecl and unequal.

I look upon it as the duty of a mlniRer to bend his

whole force againfl: a difpofition to felf-righteoufnefs. And,
indeed, whether we take it from fcripture or reafon, we
ihail fee that the hope of a fmner mult arife not from ex-

tenuation, but confefTion ; not from human merit, but

from the divine mercy. This is fo plain, that had men
but any real and jufh conviQions of their obligations and

duty to God, fuch a plea would never come into their

minds. Suppofe any perfon were challenged for a debt

which he really owed, and he fhculd anfwer in this man-
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ner, It is very true, I have not paid this ; but I paid a

debt to you at fuch a time, and another at fuch a time,

and a third at fuch a time ; would it not be natural for the

other to reply, True indeed ; but were not all thefe debts

feparately due ? will your paying one difcharge you from

another? is not this as much due now as any of the red

v/ere before ? If therefore you will give the fame juftice to

your Maker that you expedl from another, you mufl con-

fefs that a whole life of perfect and fpotlefs obedience

w^ould do jufl nothing at all to extinguifli the guilt of the

lead fm- Be not therefore fo foolifh as to reft your hope

on that felf-righteoufnefs, which, in truth, is no better

than filthy rags, and however excellent and perfe6l it

were, could have no effect in procuring the forgivenefs of

fm.

(4.) There are fome to be found, who endeavor to ex-

cufe their actual tranfgrelTions, as being no more than the

neceflary effefts of original fm. This we find frequently-

done by thofe who are no friends to religion in general,

and, perhaps, believe as little of the reality of original as

the guilt of a(5lual fin. In fuch, therefore, it is no more
than a pretence, that they may rid themfelves of the ap-

prehenfion of both. But there are alfo fom.e v/ho do not

feem to be enemies in principle to the truths of the gofpel,

who yet are vtvy ready to excufe themfelves for particular

fins, by laying the blame upon their nature in general. It

is my nature, they will fay ; I have fo llrong a difpofition

to it, that I cannot help it. Thus they feem to fit quite

eafy under the dominion of fin, and, by giving up all

hope of overcoming it, are led to forbear all endeavors to

refill it.

On this I cannot help obfervlng, again, how oppofite

the principles of fin and holinefs are. The fin of our na-

ture, which, in true penitents, is matter of humiiiatioa

and forrow, is often produced by others, as an extenuati-

on of their crimes. See how the Pfalmift David exprefles

himfelf, Pfal. li. 5. "Behold, I was fiiapen in iniquity

;

*' and in fin did my mother conceive me." Thefe words

were not fpoken by w^ay of alleviation, but confeinon and

aggravation. In the fame fpirit does the apofile Paul fpeak
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in a great part of the feventh chapter of the EplRle to the

Romans, particularly verfes 14, 24. " For we know
^-^ that the law is fpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold under
" fm. For that which I do, I allow not: for what I would,
" that do I not ; but v/hat I hate, that do I. If then 1 do
^ that which I would not, I confent unto the law, that it

" is good. Now, then, it is no more I that do it, butfm
" that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me (that is,

^' in my flefh) dwelleth no good thing : for to will is pre-

" fent with me ; but how to perform that which is good,
'^ I find not. For the good that I would, I do not ; but
*^'^ the evil which I would not, that I do. Now, if I do
^•^ that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but fm that

^^ dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that when I would
''' do good, evil is prefent with me : for I delight in the
**'- law of God after the inward man. But I fee another
'-^ law in my members, warring againil the law of my
^' mind, and bringing me into captivity to the lav/ of fm,
*'' which is in my members. O wretched man that I am !

^'^ who fliall deliver me from the body of this death ?

That there is fomething myfterious in the firit occafion

and conveyance of original fm, on which captious perfons

may raife cavils, to perplex themfelves and others, I rea-

dily allow. But, after all they can fay, it is certain, both

from fcripture and experience, that all adlual fin is not

only perfonal but voluntary. Is there any perfon, who
will dare to maintain, in the face of his Supreme Judge,

that he is laid under compulfion, or an irrefiflible necefii-

ty, to think, fpeak, or do what is wrong ? Does any man
commit fin, but from his own choice ? Or is he hindered

from the performance of any duty to which he is fincerely

and heartily inclined ? If this were indeed the cafe, it

would not be true, what we are told in the facred oracles,

that God will be '' jufl when he fpeaketh, and clear when
^ he judgeth."

I mud alfo obferve, that, upon the plan of the gofpel,

the force of this excufe is entirely taken away ; becaufc

die rennovation of our natures is there afcribed to the

power and energy of divine grace. Though we are not

able to reform our natures, God is able to renew them.
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Though we cannot reilfl: corruption, God is able to fub-

due it. Our weak and helplefs (late by nature, is fo far

from being a proper excufe for fin, that a juft and hum-
bling {Q\\{it of it is the very firit ftep towards a recovery.
*' Of ourfelves, we are not able to do any good thing, but
" through Chrift ftrengthcning us we may do all diings.""

We are exhorted to pray for the influences of the Spirit,

in the fure hope of acceptance :
" All^, and ye fhall re-

*' ceive ; feek, and ye ihall find ; knock, and it ihall be
** opened unto you." So that, on the prevailing of fin,

we have jufl: reafon to take the whole blame upon our-

felves, and to fay, " We are not ftraitened in God, but
*' ftraitened in our own bowels."

(5.) In the laO: place, fome are bold enough to excufe

their fins, as being only the effe6ls of the irrefiflible will of

God, who hath decreed whatfoever comes to pals ; fome
in a more artful and covered way ; and fome more openly

and explicitly make ufe of God's abfolute pre-determinati-

on of every event, as taking away the guilt of their volun-

tary adlions. This hath been a very old excufe. It was
the fpirit of that language you find, Ezek. xxxiii. 10.
'' Therefore, O thou fon of man, fpeak unto the houfe of

" Ifrael, thus ye fpeak, faying, if our tranfgreffions and
" our fins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how
*' ihould we then live?" The fame thing is mentioned by
the apofi:le Paul, Rom. ix. 19. '* Thou wilt fay then unto
*' me, why doth he yet find fault ? for who hath refified

*' his will r" This infamous and blafphemous excufe is

not only often made for particular fins, but is made a pil-

low of iloth in general, and finners lay thcmfelves afieep

upon it in fecurity, faying, if it be the will of God, they

fhould be faved, the event is infallible, let them take ever

fo defperate a courfe ; and if otherwife, it is impcfiible for

them to oppofe his irrefiftible decree.

In order to oppofe this profane perverfion of divine

truth, let me put you in mind, what fin and folly it muft

be in us, to fet the nature of God at variance with his re-

vealed will, or one declaration of his in oppofition to ano-

ther. It is from the fcriptures alone, that you learn

God's fupreme dominion and appointment of every event.

Vol. IL H
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And is it not certain, that the fame fcriptures do la}^ the

guilt or finfulnefs of every a6lion to the linner's charge ?

Does not God abfolutely refufe, nay, in infinite conde-

fcenlion, he folemnly protells againfl having it imputed to

himfelf. Let the guilty hear and tremble, Ezek. xxxiii.

II. " As I Jive, faith the Lord God, I have no pleafiire in
" the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from
*' his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil

" ways; for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael!" And
again, James i. 13. '-^ Let no man fay, when he is tempt-
" ed, I am tempted of God ; for God cannot be tempted
" with evil, neither tempteth he any man." Perhaps,

fome will fay, we cannot reconcile the certainty of events

with the freedom of actions, or the imputation of guilt.

But what is this, but faying we are not able to fathom or

comprehend the perfedtions of an infinite God ? And is

this any caufe of wonder ? It v/ould not be the true God,
if you could fearch him out ; it v/ould not be the Almigh-
ty, if you could find him to perfection .

" It is higher
" than heaven, what canft thou do ? Deeper than hell,

'* what canll thou know ? The meafure thereof is longer
""• than the earth, and broader than the fea."

Surely, my brethren, it is manifed, that the fame God,
to whom all his works are known from the beginning of

the world, and who rules by his power for ever, hath

eflablifhed a neceflary connexion between the means and
the end, between the caufe and eifedl. And, as it would
be altogether madnefs in common life, to fit flill and for-

bear activity and diligence, under pretence of its being

impoffible to hinder or alter the will of God; fo it is

equally mad ^nd impious, to lay the blame of our fmful

hearts and inclinations on the appointment of God. He
can and doth control and over-rule, by his fovereign pro-

vidence, all his creatures and all their actions, in a fub-

ferviency to his own glory ; but, as to the finfulnefs of

every deed, the fmner alone is chargeable with it, and in

the day ofjudgment, the finner alone muft anfwer for it.

Before I proceed to the third branch of the deceitful-

nefs of fin, I mufl: beg your attention to a few obfervati-

ons on what hath been already faid. And,
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I ft, YoLi may obferve how various and involved, and

how deep-laid the excules for fin are. The ways of the

world, the general prevalence of fin, and many of thofe

very circumllances which ought to make us dread its in-

fluence, and fill us with abhorrence of it, are frequently

made ufe of to extenuate its guilt. The corrupt inclina-

tion of our hearts, which is the fource of all fm, and may
be faid to be the eifence of fin, is often made ufe of to ex-

cufe or palliate its effeds, as the badnefs of the tree for the

fournefs of the grapes. How ill qualified are we to judge
fairly on fuch a fubjedt ? We are partial in our own caufe,

and give an unjufl decifion from our relation to the pan-

nel. Down then with the reafonings of the carnal mind.
Sufpe^l them, dread them, fhut your ears againfl them.

What reafon is there to fit down in filence, and humbly
acquiefce in the account given us of our chara6ter, and
Hate, by a God of infinite holinefs ? There is no error to

blind his judgment, no intereft to bias his inclination, and
there is no equal who may contend or enter into judgment
with him.

2dly, You may fee that the excufes for fin, are not on-

ly infufiSicient, but deeply criminal. In the form they

aifume, they may appear plaufible ; but, when they are

llripped of their difguife, they will appear to be horrible.

The immediate pretence may appear to have nothing very

atrocious in it ; but when they are traced to their fource,

they will be found to take their rife from the mod: malig-

nant infidelity or atheifm in the heart. You fee, from
what has been faid, that many excufes for fin, at laft, land

in laying the blame upon God himfelf. All the encou-

ragement we take in fin from the divine patience, all our

abufe or perverfion of the gifts of nature, or the courfe of

providence, lands ultimately here. Let us therefore pray,

that it may pleafe God to open our eyes on the wonders of

his law, on the riches of his grace, and the greatnefs of

his power. Let us confefs, that " to us belongeth fhame
*' and confufion of face; but to our God belongeth mercy.''

Let us adopt the words of the Pfalmift, Pfalm xix. 12.

" Who can underfiand his errors ? Cleanfe thou me from
" fecret faults."
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3'. T proceed, now, to the third and lafl branch of the

deceitfulnefs of fm, viz. Its infmuating nature, by which
it leads men on, in an infenfihle manner, from one degree

of wickednefs to a higher, and, after the voluntar)^ com-
jTiillion of fome fins, lays them under a fort of neceffity of

committing more. I think it is probable that the apoftle

had this particularly in his view in the text, where he fays,

Exhort one another daily ^ vjhile it is called to-day ; lest

any ofyou be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

And certain it is, my brethren, that wicked men do not

fee the whole courfe they are to run at one view, but are

drawn in by little and little. Take the mod abandoned

fmner in this guilty world, and there was a time of his

life when he would have trembled to think of the crimes

which he afterwards committed. Thus Hazael, King of

Syria, when he w^as told by the prophet Eliflia, of the un-

natural barbarity and cruelty he would be guilty of among
the children of Ifrael, he could not believe fo ill of himfelf,

but anfwered, with a kind of abhorrence, " What, is thy
*' fervant a dog, that he fhould do this great thing ?'* But
fuch is the nature of fm, that it carries men away, if they

yield to it, infinitely farther than they themfelves intended.

We find this taken notice of by moral writers in every

age and country. Many of the ancients ufed to reprefent

it by a very exprefTive fimilitude, viz. that the way of vice

lies down hill ; fo that if you take but a few fleps, the mo-
tion is ibon accelerated, and becomes io violent and im-

petuous, that it is impolTible for you to refifl it.

This is certainly a circumftance, with refpeft to the na-

ture of fm, which lies at the foundation of pra6"lical religi-

on, and to which I would particularly intreat the attention

of the younger part of my audience. Neither is it un-

fuitable to perfons of any character, as it will contribute to

enforce upon their minds, a fenfe of the neceflity of con-

flant vigilance, and of conflant prayer. In order to re-

prefent the matter to you in the flronger light, I fliall en-

deavor to lay before you fome of the chief Heps and grada-

tions by which a fmner is brought into a hardened flate

;

and fliow how naturally, and in a manner necelfarily, they

lead him forward from one to another.
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(i.) Men enter and initiate tbemfelves in a vicious

pra61ice by Imaller fms. Though eveiy fin hath that ma-

lignity in it that it deierves God's v/rath and curfe both

in this life and that which is to come, yet there are fome

fms, which, in themfelves, as well as from feveral cir-

ca mflances which attend them, are far more heinous in

the fight of God than others. Thefe are too alarming to

the confcience of a young fmner ; and, therefore, he only

ventures upon fuch as are fmaller at firfl. I hope you

will not think it too minute or trifling, if I mention that

every particular kind of vice creeps in, in this gradual

manner. Many have begun to fteal, v/ith taking away

things without their parents knowledge from their own
houfe, thinking there could be little fault in this ; and then

picked up fmall things, perhaps, from people of better

rank, faying to themfeves, they will never be the worle of

it, they can eafdy fpare it ; but time has perfected them in

their trade, till they ended their days upon a fcaflbld.

Some have begun with little arts of equivocation, and con-

cealing the truth, who, in time, came to boklnefs and ob-

ftinacy in grofs falfehood. And many have begun with

levity of carriage, and vanity of drefs, who have ended in

lull, whoredom, and open prollitution. My brethren,

though we are all born in fm, and powerfully inclined to

that which is evil, from our firlt entrance into the world;

yet we have alfo a witnefs for God in our own confci-

ences. There feems to be fome reluctance in the firft

commiffion of fm ; fome forrow and regret for departing

innocence. It is a faying of one of the headiens, '' No
*'' man becomes all of a fudden very wicked !" or, if I

may life the expreflion, is made perfe6: in fm. It ufually

takes fome time, and is carried on by progrefs and im-

provement, though fome, alas ! make wonderful proficien-

cy in it, and advance at a very great pace. Thefe leller

fms, then, are the introduction and preparation for what

afterwards lliall follow ; they begin the attack upon con-

fcience, which, at iafl, ends in a total overthrow and de-

feat.

(2.) Let us now follow the fmner to the next ilage of

his unhappy courfe. Having once begun in the v/ays ol
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fin, he ventures upon fomething greater and more daring

;

his courage grows with his experience ; and he gives him-
lelf more hberty to walk in the ways of his own heart, and
the fight of his own eyes. Now, fins of a deeper dye do
not look fo frightful as before. The reafon of this is plain,

or rather there are many reafons which concur in produ-
cing this effedl. Cuflom makes every thing familiar, even
to defpifmg the authority of God, and counterading the

ftrongefl obligations. Sinners, after fome apprenticefhip

to this infamous trade, commit fuch fms as lay wade the

confcience, and offer the greateft violence to their own
minds ; thefe fllll lead forward to others, and to every new
tranfgreffion, if I may fpeak fo, they are driven by a Wrong-
er inclination, and with-held by a weaker refiftance. No
fm comes by itfelf alone, but (lands in clofe connexion
with many others. Some fins teach us how to commit
others, as well as afford an opportunity to do it. I have
heard of a fervant who went into an apartment with no
other intention than to gratify appetite, by making free

with fome fweet-meats ; but happening to fee fomething
very valuable lying open, which might be eafily conceal-

ed, could not refifi the temptation, but commenced thief,

and, came, at lad, to a miferable end. Many fms alfo

bring others after them, as excufes to cover them. So
that no perfon, who once breaks over the limits of clear

and unquellionable duty, knows how far he may be carri-

ed before he returns back, or rather whether he may not

be fo deeply involved, as never to return at all. This leads

me to obferve,

(3.) That open fms foon throw a man into the hands

of ungodly companions. This effeft is necefiary, becaufe

they determine his charader ; and according to the old

obfervation, thofe of like difpofition, by a natural and pow-

erful inftincl, are led to ailociate together. No fooner do

men begin to take liberties in their condud, than they be-

gin to Ihun the fociety of good men ; the prefence of fuch

is a reflraint upon them ; their example is a reproof to

them, and awakens any principle of confcience, which

yet remains unfubdued, to reproach and lling them ;

whereas, in fociety like themfelves, they are greatly em-
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boldened, by feeing vice praclifed, and by hearing it jufti-

fied. Behold the finner, then, with corrupt communica-

tion as well as corrupt inclination ! The danger of this

we are warned of by the apoille Paul, i Cor. xv. 33.
*' Be not deceived ; evil communications corrupt good
*' manners." As united fires burn the fiercer and the

flronger ; To a finful fociety improves and grows in im-

piety, and every member joins his brother's pollution to

his own. It is not eafy to fay, how much profane com-

panions are inftrumental in reciprocally undoing one ano-

ther. But furely if thofe, otherwife virtuous, are often

in danger of being led away with the error of the wicked,

much more mufl they who are themfelves fo difpofed, and

and are every whit as ready to follow a bad advice or exam-

ple, as others are to give it.

I cannot forbear adding upon this fubjedl:, that feriouf-

ly difpofed perfons are as much afraid of the fociety of

loofe perfons, as they are impatient of theirs. This makes
the feparation Hill more complete* And even when they

are occafionally joined, the fear of calling their pearls be-

fore fwine, who may trample them under their feet, and

turn again and rend them, often fhuts their mouths. It

prevents them from giving that falutary inftruclion, and

ufeful admonition, which their heart might dictate, or the

neceflity of the cafe might require. I confefs, my bre-

thren, when I confider the unfpeakable advantages for true

piety, which arife from the relation, the company, or the

friendfhip of eminent Chriftians, it fills me with the deep-

eft concern for thofe unhappy perfons, who, by their con-

dud and circumftances, are neceffarily deprived of every

thing of this kind, nay, are daily expofed to all the con-

trary fnares. I dare fay, not a few in this affembly will

bear witnefs, as I defire to do with inward gratitude to

God, what infinite benefit arifes from the fociety of the

excellent ones of the earth ; to have been inftrudted and

trained up by pious parents in the fear of God ; to have

had your lot caft in a family which was a houfe of prayer

;

to have the faithful admonitions of a truly confcientious

friend ; and to have the daily edifying, reflraining, com-

forting, animating example of an eminent Chriftian, as
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well as a fliare in his fervent prayers. Nay, I will fay

more, the very precious remembrance of fuch, after they

have entered into red, whether parents, children, friends,

or neighbors, has the nobleft and happieft eftedl in re-

proving our floth, and ilirring us up to be "- followers of
'^ them, who, through faith and patience, do now inherit

" the promiies." How miferable thofe who are wholly

ignorant of every fuch privilege ! How deceitful is fm,

which dally adminifter the mod deadly poifon, and, at

the very fame time, clofes up the way on every lide, and
debars the infeded victim from every mean that might
contribute to his cure !

(4.) In the next dage, the fmner begins to feel the

force of habit and inveterate cudom. The frequent re-

petition of acls of fin conditutes a habit. How powerful

this is, and hard to be overcome, experience is a daily

Handing proof. We are warned of the danger of habitu-

al wickednefs in many paflages of fcripture, particularly

Jer. xii. 5. *' If thou had run with the footmen, and they
*^ have wearied thee, then how cand thou contend with
'' horfcs ? and if, in the land of peace, wherein thou trud-
"' edd, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the
^'' fwelling of Jordan ?" Chap, xiii. 23. " Can the Ethi-
'- opian change his dvin, or the leopard his fpots ? then
" may ye alfo do good, that are accudomed to do evil."

Nature itfelf, in this, as in many other indances, is full

of fpiritual indrudlion. Habits of any indifferent kind,

when once edablilked, can hardly be overcome even by
the greated efibrt of refolution ; even any motion of the

body, or any particular word or phrafe in difcourfe, if

once they have taken place by cudom, are hardly ever

laid down. But, it mud be obferved, that habits of fm
are not only infinitely more hurtful than habits of a com-
mon kind, but they are alfo much more obdinate. They
fall in with the bent and difpofition of corrupt nature ; and,

therefore, are like a double cord, not eafily broken.

Behold then the dnner rooted and fettled in an evil way

!

Before, it might have been expeded, that an awful dif-

penfation of Providence, or the convincing demondration
of the word of God, might have had an effect upon him ;
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but now, though it is dill poffible, it becomes lefs and
lefs probable. A tree, when it is newl}- planted, may be
eafily removed, or may be overturned by a blaft of wind;
but, when once it has fpread its roots in the ground, and
]ong kept its pofieffion, the moll violent tempg-il may bend
its top a little, but cannot fliake its firm foundations. So
the fmner, that has been long habituated to wickednefs,

and confii-med by a long courfe of time, will fland even
the ftorms of affildion, and, if they do bend his haughty

fpirit, yet they v/ill not break his flubborn heart. I do not

mean to fet bounds to the almighty power and fovereign

grace of God. He, no doubt, may, and, in fome inflan-

ces, has pluckt the moft advanced finners as brands out

of the fire. But thefe inftances are ^tw and uncommon,
for fome of the great ends of his government. It is not:

the ordinary way of his dealing with us ; and he hath fuffi-

clently warned us againfl trufling to it. He hath threat-

ened to make the finner feel the natural confequence of

obllinacy, by ceafing to firive with him, and giving hiin

up to the lulls of his own heart.

It is an awful, but, ufeful lelTon which young perfons

may learn from what they fee in the world about them.

Thofe who have been long habituated to idlenefs, what a

hopelefs thing is it to attempt to bring them to apply ?

Thofe who have been long habituated to drunkennefs and
intemperance, or fenfuality of any kind, we ought not to

fay they are inclined to it, but they are compelled to it by
the irrefiftible calls of thefe appetites which they are no
longer able to control. All who obferve them, are fo fen-,

fible of it, that they confider it, as in vain to fpeak to them,

and think they may juft as well fpeak to the wind or the

florm : nay, we may often perceive the poor unhappy
wretches themfelves fenfible in fome meafure, of their

captivity, though unable to break the chains that bind

them. Some drunkards have been known to be filled

with the deepefl vexation, and ready to tear their own
fleih, on reflexion of their beaftly condition, and yet

drawn, by an irrefiltble force, to the next temptation «^

Nothing can fet in a clearer light the deceitfulnefs of fin^

than comparing the ftrength of habits, with the flow and
Vol. II. I
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filent manner in which they fteal on. One fingle ad of

fin feems nothing ; but one after another imperceptibly

llrengthens the difpofition, and enllaves the unhappy cri-

minal beyond hope of recovery.

(5.) The nextllage in a linner's courfe, is, to lofe the

fenfe of fliame, and iin openly and boldly. Sin is, in it-

felf, a diflionorable thing, which hath, in many inftances,

the tellimony of mankind againil it, though their practice

be on its fide. Hence comes the veil and covering of

hypocrify. Mofl part of fms are the works of darknefs,

becaufe they fliun the light. But, when once a fmner has

come to a certain degree, he throws off every mafk or

covering, and fms in the face of the fun. He no more

feeks darknefs for his evil deeds, but walks as '' deflrudli-

" on that waileth at noon-day." The obferving eyes, and

cenfuring tongues of men, are, now, no bar in his way ;

fmce the ftrength of inclination and habit is fuch, that he

muil indulge himfelf, he takes courage, and refufes to be

retrained.

The prophet Jeremiah mentions it as an evidence of a

high degree of degeneracy in the children of Ifrael, that

many of them had loll all fenfe of fliame, Jeremiah vi. 15.
" Were they afhamed when they had committed abomi-
*' nation ? nay, they were not at all afhamed, neither

" could they blufh : therefore they fliall fall among them
" that fall : at the time that I vilit them they fliall be cafl

" down, faith the Lord." And, without all queflion, it

is an evidence on an uncommon height of impiety, when
even natural fhame is gone ; and whoever are in that con-

dition, have loll a very powerful fence to virtue. So
long as fhame remains, it is a great draw-back upon them
in their licentious praftices ; but, when it is no more,

they are without curb or reflraint, they dra'U) iniquity

iviib cords of uajiityy and sin^ as it were, ivitb a cart-

rope. And that men are naturally carried to this bold and

fhamelefs impiety, is evident from the very nature of the

thing. Repeated afts of fm, which muft be known, of-

fend natural modefiy fo frequently, and accuflom a man
fo much to fliame, that he lofes the fenfe of it in time alto-

gether. Of this we have but too many examples.
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(6.) Another ftage in the finner's progrefs, is, to har=

den himfelf fo far, as to fin without remorfe of confcience.

The confcience of a finner, for a long time, bears its tef-

timony againll him, and every outward indulgence cods

him fome inward uneafinefs ; but, after he hath given

himfelf over to abandoned wickednefs, it frequently ceafes

its reproof. This vidory he may obtain two different

ways: i. Theeafiefl: and fpeedieft way is by hearkening

to loofe principles. Thefe, at once, fet the mind at eafe,

and blunt the reproofs of confcience. But of this I have

fpoken on a former head. 2. The other way is pra6lical.

The frequent repetition of atrocious crimes flupifies the

confcience. They, as it were, weary it out, and drive it

to defpair. It is much the fame with the monitor in our

own bread, and any friend who has a concern for another

;

if he finds that inllru<3:ion, admonition, reproach, are all

in vain, he, at lall, loofens the reins, and fuffers him to

take his courfe. Now, what mull be the condition of a

man, who has out-fmned even his confcience itfelf ? he

mufL furely be kept within no bounds, but triumph in his

miferable conqueft. The apoflle Paul tells us, i Tim.
iv. 2, of fome v/ho are guilty of" fpeaking lies in hypo-
" crify, having their confcience feared with a hot iron.'*

And thus defcribes the condition of fome fmners, Eph. iv.

19. " AVho being pad feeling, have given themfelves over
" unto lafcivioufnefs, to work all uncleannefs with greedi-

" nefs." Perhaps, it may be thought fome degree of com-

fort to a fmner to have overcome his confcience, fo that he

is no more harraffed with its reproofs. But confider, I

pray you, that all that he hereby gains, is only to be a lit-

tle farther out of the way of recovery, a little nearer to de-

ftru(Slion. What avails it, that he has rendered himfelf

infenfible of his danger? This will neither fcreen him
from it, nor make it lighter when it falls. There is fome-

thing, on the contrary, extremely terrible in the conditi-

on of that man who is infenfible of the judgment awaiting

him, and flill going on, till he lift up his eyes in torments

that fliall never have an end. But, before this, he has

frequently fome further d:eps to go. Having finifhed his

character, he proceeds to finifh his work ; and, therefore,

in the
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(7.) Place, Improved linners often come to boaft and
glory of their wickednefs. It is fomething to be above

Ihame ; but it is more flill to glory in v/ickednefs, and
efteem it honorable. Hear what the apoftle Paul fays of

fuch, Phil. iii. 18, 19. *' For many walk, of whom I have
*' told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that

*' they are the enemies of the crofs of Chrii!:, whofe end is

" dellrudtion, whofe God is their belly, and whofe glory
*' is in their fhame, who mind earthly things." How
many are there who have lludied to excel each other in the

glorious art of debauchery iind riot, and then proclaim

their own praifes upon the fubje6l ! How dreadful and
how pernicious a character ! for it is never feparated

from its counterpart, defpifmg and reproaching true reli-

gion, and a ftedfafi: adherence to its laws. It gives me
great concern to fay, that there is fo much pains taken

amongll us, to give countenance to profanity ; fo that it

requires no fmall meafure of courage and refolution not to

be afliamed of our Matter's crofs. To what height of

wickednefs are thofe arrived, who have thus inverted the

natural order of things, have niallered their own judg-

ment, and turned their reafon upfide down. Glorious

ambition indeed ! to have made fuch a prcgrefs downward
toward the brute creation, both as to their bodily appetites

and the fentiments of their minds. There remaineth but

one flep more for them to take, v!2^.

(8.) Not to be content v;ith being wicked themfelves^

but to ufe all their art and influence to make others fo too.

This is to be zealous in finning, and indudrioufiy to pro-

mote the intereft of the infernal caufe. How often do wc
find thofe who have no fear of God before their own eyes,

ufe their utmoft endeavors to extinguiih it in others, to

laugh down the qualms of their confciences, and break

any reluctance they may feem to have at running to the

fame excefs of riot with themfelves ? Some are fo emi-

nent this way that they refemble the Pharifees who " com-
" pafled lea and land to make one profelyte," and when
they had made him, they made him *' two-fold more the

^* child of hell than themfelves." So will zealots in vice,

Compafs lea and land tb make a profelyte to the devil. It
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is hard to tell to what we ihould attribute this extraordina-

ry conduct. Is it that they are really periuaded they have

made a wife choice, and out of their great gcneroiity and

alFedlion to their brethren are willing to make them part-

ners of their joy ? This I am afraid will hardly be believ-

ed by any reafonable man. It is more probable, that as

they refemble in many other refpects their father the devil,

fo they refemble him alfo in malice, " going about like

"' roaring lions, feeking whom they may devour." They
already begin to feel their mifery by fm, and dellre to bring

as many as poillble into the fame condition, as a wretched

(and indeed miilaken) fource of confolation in their fu-

ture wo.

And now to clofe the fcene, thofe who have thus far

hardened themfelves fliall be given up of God to judicial

blindnefs of mind, and hardnefs of heart. When this

fentence takes place, they are incapable of mercy, and

marked out as veffels of wrath, ntted to deflrudlion. That

God fometimes, in his righteous judgment, lays the finner

under this awful fentence, is evident from the following

palTages of fcripture, Ifa. vi. 10. " Make the heart of this

'' people fat, and make their ears heavy, and fliut their

" eyes ; left they fee with their eyes, and hear with their

^' ears, and underftand with their heart, and convert, and
*' be healed. John xii. 39, 40. " Therefore they could
*' not believe, becaufe that Efaias faid again, he hath blind-

" ed their eyes, and hardened their heart ; that they Ihould
'' not fee with their eyes, nor underftand with their heart,

" and be converted, and I fliould heal them." Rom. i. 28.

" And even as they did not like to retain God in their

'' knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind,
" to do thofe things which are not convenient." 2 Theff.

ii. II, 12. " And for this caufe God fhall fend them
'' ftrong delufions, that they fiiall believe a lie ; that they

" all might be damned, who believed not the truth, but
'* had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs." This is always a

confequence of their former obftinacy. As they defpife

and trample upon his mercy, he gives them over to them-

felves and the mafters they have chofen ; he finilhes the

day of his patience and long-fufFering, and devotes them
to the judgment they deferve.
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And no%^ my brethren, view (and view it with terror
!)

the dreadful confequence of the deceitfuhiefs of fin, and
by Vv'hat fatal fleps it leads on to that hardnefs of heart

which is a fure prelude of eternal mifery. Who that

ventures upon the practice of fin, ever intends to go fo

far ? They mean only to take a fliort trial of the plea-

fures of vice ; but it gains upon them infenfibly, and fixes

its hold flili fader and falter, till they are its abfolute flaves.

I fliall conclude this illuftration of the deceitfulnefs of fin

with obferving, that there is an exacl correfpondence be-

tween the progrefs of a faint in holinefs and meetnefs for

heaven, and the progrefs of a wicked man in fin, and his

growing fitnefs and preparation for hell. A new con-

vert finds it hard at firfi to feparate himfelf from his fins,

and confine himfelf within the bounds of duty ; he has

fome relenting thought towards his lulls, as old compani-

ons from which he is to part forever. Jufl: fo a young
and unexperienced finner finds fome reluctance at fin,

fome uneafinefs from the challenges of confcience, and

painful forebodings of his unknown future fate. A good

man after walking fome time in the paths of virtue finds

the way become fmoother and eafier, and ferves God with

greater confiancy, and with greater pleafure. Jufl fo the

fiiiaer finds it more eafy, through time, to violate his con-

icience, does it more frequently, and with lefs remorfe.

—

A good man foon aflbciates himfelf with the excellent ones

of the earth, he is inn:ru6led by their converfation, em-
boldened by their example, and aflifted by their prayers.

Jufl fo the finner foon finds, or is found out by thofe who
are like him in inclination ; they join in confederacy,

adopt each others principles, and follow each others prac-

tice. A good man in time is thoroughly confirmed,

becomes pofiell of a prevailing love to God and holinefs
;

fo that it is his very nature, his delight, as well as duty.

Jufi: fo the finner, in procefs of time, is governed by his

lulls: they acquire that authority over him that they do

not folicit but demand indulgence. ^A good man is

fortified in his choice, and defpifes the fmiles and frowns

of a corrupt world. Jufi: fo the finner lays afide fhame,

and fays, nay but I will do that which hath proceeded out
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of my mouth. A good man Is filled with concern for

the interefl of religion. Jufl fo the finner efpoufes the

caufe of profanity, will plead it in his converfacion, and

flrengthen it with his fubdance.—In fine, a good man is

at laft raifed above the world, his heart is in heaven, and

he longs to be carried there. Juil io the finner fills up the

nieafure of his iniquity ; the infernal paffions take poiFeffi-

on of the whole man, he becomes weary of the earth for

the few good men that are in it, and is fully prepared for

the language of blafphemy and defpair.

II. I proceed now to the fecond general head, which

was to confider the duty which is founded by the apofila

on the deceitfulnefs of fin. viz. mutual exhortation. Ex-
hort one another daily ^ while it is called, to-day. This I

fliall do by fome refledions on the three follovvmg particu-

lars, ill, The perfons who are obliged to exhort others.

2dly, The feafon in which this duty is to be performed.

And, 3dly, The manner in which it is to be peribrmed,

if we hope to do it with fuccefs.

I. As to the perfons who are obliged to exhort others.

It feems in this pafiage to be laid upon Chrifiians in gene-

ral, without any exception, exhort one another; and there

is little doubt, that it may and ought to be underltood in

the greatefi: latitude. This is perfedly confonant to the

fpirit of true religion, to our relation one to another, and

to the conftant language both of the Old and New-Teita-

ment. The two great branches of pradlical religion, the

heads of the two tables of the moral law, arc love to God
and love to man ; and as our love to man ought to take

its rife from our love to God, fo there can be no expreflioa

of it more natural, or more necellary, than an endeavor to

warn them of the deceitful nature and dangerous confe-

quences of fin. This is a duty which is founded with the

highefl; propriety on the deceitfulnefs of fin. For as it de-

hides the finner himfelf, often in an infenfible manner,

others may be fuppofed to obferve his condition, and to

fee the impofition more clearly, and are therefore obliged,

by the dictates both of humanity and piety, to awaken
him as it were from his lethargy, and admonifh him of
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his danger. Oh, my brethren ! confider how clear snd

unqueilionable this duty appears in common matters-

Suppole any man v/ere to obferve an apartment on fire,

and know of feveral perfons fleeping over ir, or near it, in

fecurity, when a few moments delay would wrap them in

the flames, what a monfler of injuflice and barbarity would

he be reckoned, if he did not give them immediate notice,

that they might tlee from the danger. Is the danger of fin

lefs real ? Is it lefs terrible ? Juft the contrary. The lofs

of fubflance, or the lofs of life, by fire in our dwellings, is

not once to be compared with having foul and body for-

ever tormented in the fire of hell.

Agreeably to this, we find fi'equent mention of this

duty both in the Old and New-Teflament. It is a pre-

cept in the Leviiical law. Lev. xix. 17. " Thou fhalt not
" hate thy brother in thine heart ; thou flialt in any wife

" rebuke thy neighbor, and not fufFer fui upon him." Prov.

ix. 8. *'—Rebuke a wife man, and he will love thee."

Phil. ii. 4. '^ Look not every man on his own things,

^^ but QVQvy man alfo on the things of others." Heb. x.

24. " And let us confider one another to provoke unto
" love, and to good v/orks."

There is no doubt, :?it the fame time, that this duty,

however general, lies with peculiar and heavier obligations

on fome than on others, and varies a little according to

the different relations we fland in to one another. You
will eafily be fenfible how much it is the duty of thofe who
have the miniftry of reconciliation committed to them,

who are entrufted v;ith the charge of precious fouls, to be

urgent and earned in their exhortations, to all without

exception ; to be at all proper pains to fit themfelves for

awakening the attention, enlightening the underflanding,

and convincing the confciences of their hearers. It is

iheir duty to do what in them lies, to trace the fubtil

workings and windings of the human heart, and to knov/

the depths of Satan, as the fcripture expreffes it, to de-

clare the whole counfel of God, and keep back nothing

that is profitable for their hearers. It is not to be denied

that you ought to hear them with patience and attention ;

that they have a right to fpeak with freedom and boldnels
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to perfons of every rank and charader ; and that there

ought to be a particular fire and edge in their exhortati-

ons, fince they watch for your fouls as thofe who mull give

an account unto God.

There is alfo a particular obligation upon fuperiors of

all forts, whether in office, as magiftrates ; in Itation, as

perfons of wealth and opulence ; in years, as thofe whom
time and experience ftiould have enriched with folid wif-

dom ; in relation, as parents and niaflers of families, to

be frequent in exhorting others, and warning them of the

deceitfulnefs of fm. It is laid upon them, and expeded
of them, that they fliould not live to themfelves, that they

fliould not fatisfy themfelves with exadling and looking for

the refped and deference which is their due ; but that they

ought to exert themfelves, in giving ufeful inflri-tlion or

falutary admonition to all who are within their fphere.

Is fin fo deceitful ? Are the unwary and ignorant fo ea-

fily milled, and fo hardly recovered ? Then furely thofe

who ought to excel others in knowledge, fnould be care-

ful to impart it for the benefit of the weak. Undoubtedly,

my brethren, it is not only a Chrillian, but a noble and
amiable character, for thofe who are exalted above others,

to be full of compaffion to their inferiors, and in their

whole converfation breathing a defire after their fpiritual

good.

But it is alfo plainly a part of Chriftian friendfliip, even
for equals to exhort one another, and kindly to commu-
nicate their mutual experience in the fpiritual life. '' The
*' lips of the righteous (we are told by Solomon) feed raa-

" ny." O how rare and difficult a duty ! But wherefore

fhould it be either difficult or rare ? The Love of God
leads to it. The Hate of your brethren requires it. And
furely it is neither unpleafant nor hurtful to him that per-

forms it. I am fenfible Vv'here the difficulty lies. We
fuppofe there are few who will hear it with patience, or

receive it with profit. Alas ! my brethren, it is too true,

Vv-e hear on all hands, complaints, that people v/ill not

take advice ; that they are but offended, inllead of being

reformed. Perhaps, indeed, this is as much ov/ing to

the manner of giving, as to the backwardaefs of receiving

Vol. II. K
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counfel. However, v/e Hiall allov/ the objedlion ; and
fince the duty is mutual, I hope it will not be reckoned
wandering from the fubjed, if I befeech 5'ou to fubmit to

one anothers exhortation. V/e all (land in need of it

;

v/e may all be the better for it. What though it be ad-

miniflered imprudently or harllily for die manner ; nay,

though it may flow from envy, pride, or malice, as the

principle; you will lofe nothing by hearkening to the

counfel. I do not remember any thing recorded more
truly glorious for a monarch, than what we are told of

Philip of Macedon, that he heard reproofs not only with

patience, but with pleafure : and I am fure, there is no-

thing more like a Ghriflian, than to profit, not only by
the admonitions of friends, but by the reproaches of ene-

mies. If they are juft, reform what is amifs ; if they are

probable, abllainfrom the appearance of evil : if they are

neither the one nor the other, fubmit to them with pati-

ence, as a part of the will of God.

2. I come now^ to confider the feafon in which the duty
of mutual exhortation is to be performed, Exhort one

another dally, rohile it is called, to-day. By which we
are to underitand, that it is to be done frequently, and
without delay. This, my brethren, will perfectly ac-

commodate the fubjecl of this difcourfe to our prefent fitu-

ation, when entering on another year. We have many
admonitions of the quick paflage of time ; iind all thefe

ferve to enforce the exhortation of the wife man, Ecclef.

ix. 10. '^ Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
" thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knov/-

" ledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither thou goeff."

If any hearer has received a conviction of the deceitful-

nefsoffm, or the duty of mutual exhortation, he ought

ferioufiy to confider, that the prefent time only is his ;

that he knoweth not what a day or a night may bring

forth ; and that delaying or poftponing what he may do

at prefent, is at the poffible or probable hazard of its be-

ing left undone for ever. I befeech you, my brethren, to

make this ufe of the commencement of another year.

There is no difference, in one fenfe, between one day

and another, as much of life is fpent, and as much of our
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dying frame Is wafled in one day as in another; but our

computation and reckoning of revolving years, by the

principal feafons, only helps us to mark the conllant,

though filent pafTage of time, which, like a flowing river,

is bearing us all down into the ocean of eternity. Has
any of us then a relation, friend, or child, to whofe eter-

nal intereft he defires, or fees it to be his duty to contri-

bute ? let him be fpeedy and diligent, whether by inftruc-

tion, admonition, example, or even prayer : you know not

how fliort a time the opportunity may lafi:. By and by

all thefe relations fhall be diiTolved. How many who
were with us laft j^ear, are now fleeping in the dufl; ; their

flate Irrevocably fixed for eternity, either entered into reil,

and happy in their Redeemer's prefence, or referved in

chains of darknefs, and looking forward, with deipair and

terror, to the general judgment. No warning of the de-

ceitfulnefs of fin there ; they knov/ it, and feel it, in in-

ward reproach, and everlafi:ing felf-condemnation. No
preaching of the gofpel there ; no hope of recovery, or

place for repentance there : fo that we may juftly addrefs

every hearer of the gofpel, in the words of the apofile

Paul, 2 Cor. vi. 1,2. '' We then, as workers together

" with him, befeech you alfo, that you receive not the
'* grace of God in vain. For he faith, I have heard thee

" in a time accepted, and in the day of ialvation have I

" fuccored thee : behold, now is the accepted time ; be-

" hold, now is the day of falvation."

I fhall only add, that the deccitfulnefs of fin, and the

precarioufnefs of time, are confiderations which ferve

greatly to fi:rengthen one another. As time wailes, the

fmner hardens ; not only is the feafon pafilng away, but

the work is becoming fi;ill more difficult, and, at lafi, as I

have {hown before, in the courfe of nature, and by the ap-

pointment of God, totally impofi^ible. It is the danger of

a hardened ftate, that the apofile urges; particularly in this

pafifage, as the argument to diligence, But exhort one a-

nother daily ^ %vkile it is called to-day ; lest aiiy ofyou he

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. And, indeed,

elfevvhere, we are cautioned againft delay, for the fame
reafon. Thus, in Pfal. xcv. 7, 8, which is cited a few
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verfes after the text, "—To-day, if ye will bear his voice,
'' harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in
" the day of temptation in the wildernefs."

3. Let us confider the manner in vi^hich this exhortati-

on muft he given, if we hope to do it with fuccefs. And,
here, I mud acknowledge, there is fo great a variety of

cafes, that it would be extremely difficult, or almoft im-
poiilble, diftindly, to enumerate them all, and give the

different directions that are fuited to each ; there mull be

a great diflerence in the manner, according to the end pro-

pofed. Superiors of all forts, magiilrates, minifters, and
heads of families, may, and ought to reprove, both with

authority and feverity, becaufe the end is not fmgly the

reiormation of an individual, but the prefervation of others,

and the general good : nay, even priv?ae Chriilians may
often be called to reprove, in much the fame manner as a

public teftimony of their abhorrence of fm : they may
have it, chletiy, in view, to fave or edify the bj^-llanders,

by retuting the calumnies of an enemy, bearing down tri-

umphant wickednefs, or difgracingan open factor for the

devil.

But as 1 reckon the paiTage of fcripture, which is the

fubjedl of my difcourfe, has an eye, chiefly, to brotherly

adiTionrLion, for the benefit of the perfon concerned, I

ihall jutl mention fome of the moil important directions

lor doing it with fuccefs. Thefe fhall be both negative

and pofitive.

ill. You ought not to reprove at an uncertainty, upon
bare rumor and fufpicion. This is what many people

have done, and thereby have, in a great meafure, loil all

the pains they have bellowed. Where men are reproved

in the wrong place, or for what they either are not guilty

of, or are much lefs guiltv than is fuppofed, it often puts

them upon felf-juftification, and hardens them againll all

reproof for the time to come.

2dly. It ought not to be done wT.en the cffending per-

fon is in an ill temper to receive it. Though no time

ought to be loft in doing what good we can to our neigh-

bor, efpeciaily to the precious foul
;
yet it is worfe than

iofing time to attempt it, when he- is in a difpofitlon to re-
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je<5t it : for example, it is ufiially improper prefently after

the fin is committed, becaufe then the heat is not over,

nor the uproar of the pallions and afte»5lions appealed.

Many a domeftic reproof is thrown away in this manner.

Perhaps, a hufcand comes home difordered in liquor, and

his wife meets him with a furly countenance, and re-

proachful language ; the offence is too recently taken by

her to fpeak with meeknefs, and the provocation too re-

cently given by him to hear with patience : hence dif-

fenfions and quarrels arlfe ; and, perhaps, he is hardened

in his fm, by thinking he hath greater caufe to be difplea-

fed with his wife for the frowardnefs of her temper, than

liie has to be difpleafed with him for his intemperance.

On the other hand, it is not improbable, that, by waiting

till the return of calmnefs and reflection, the fm may be

fet in fach a light, as to carry conviction to the confci-

ence, and, by the bleffing of God, prove the means of re-

formation. Many are the admirable remarks of Solomon
on this and the like fubjedls ;

particularly, Prov. xv. 23.
" A word fpoken in due feafon, hew good is it

!"

3dly, We are not to reprove thofe whom we have rea-

fon to believe to be fuch defperate wretches, that they

v/ould be but the more exafperated, and fui in the more

daring manner, on account of the reproof. To thefe it

would be no ad of love and charity, as it would provoke

them to diflionor God ftill more highly, and fo heap fiill

heavier loads of wrath and vengeance on their own heads.

It is a faying of Auguitine, one of the fathers :
' If we there-

' fore abllain from admoniihing wicked men, becaufe the

' feafon does not fufFer it, or, we fear, they may become
' worfe by it, that feems to be the counfel of charity.'

And alas 1 how many are there, who, when they are re-

proved for their fms, though very juflly, are prefently

kindled into a rage, fall a blafpheming and railing at piety,

and all that profefs it, and feem more confirmed than

ever in their hatred and oppofition to it. Therefore we
are exprefsly warned of the danger of this by Solomon,

Prov. ix, 7. " He that proveth a fcorner, getteth to him-
" felf fharae : and he that rebuketh a v\/icked man, get-

." teth.himfelf a blot." And, to the fame purpofe, our blel-
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fed Saviour, Matt. vii. 6. '' Give not that which is holy
'' unto the dogs, neither cad ye your pearls before fwine,
*' left they trample thern under their feet, and turn again
" and rend you." On the other hand, pofitively, when
reproof or exhortation are aduiiniilered,

ifl:, It fliould be made appear, as much as poffible, to

flow from love and affection as its principle. It is plain

that this ought to be its principle, in order to its being a

duty acceptable to God ; and there will be little hope of

its fuccefs with men, unlefs this appear to their convifti-

on. It would, indeed, be greater perfection to profit by
the malicious invectives of enemies ; but every body will

allow, that is not ordinarily to be expedted ; for this rea-

fon, all oftentation and vain glory is carefully to be avoid-

ed, and every thing that may look like only affecting fu-

periority ; for the fam.e reafon, it fhould, in all ordinary

cafes, be done in as fecret a manner as circumftances

will permit it. The cafe of public offences, to be fure,

nuift be excepted ; concerning which we are told, '' Them
'' that fm, rebuke before all, that others alfo may fear.''

But, in other cafes, not only of private injury, but of pri-

vate fnis, the rule of our Saviour is to be obferved, Matth.

xviii. 15. ''—If thy brother fhall trefpafs againft thee, go
"' and tell him his fault between thee and him alone ; if

*'• he fhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy brother." I can-

not fay all that might be faid on this fubjeCt ; but nothing

can be of greater importance, than, if poffible, to fhow

that it flows from love : for, where the offender is truly

convinced of this, even though he fliould not be reformed,

it is very feldom that he is difpleafed. Therefore,

2dly, As it ought to flow from love as the principle, fo

it ought to be conducted with meeknefs in the fame man-
ner. No railing or reviling expreffions, which will look

like the wounds of an enemy, to deftroy, and not the balm
of a phyfician, to cure. Therefore the Apoftle gives us ad-

vice, in the following terms. Gal. vi. i. ^' Brethren, if a

" man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are fpiritual, re-

'^ fiore fuch an one in the fpirit of meeknefs : confidering
^' thyfelf, left thou alfo be tempted," This laft expreffion

gives an inimitable beauty to the apoftolie counfel. Our
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own fins fliould fill us with compafiion as much as refent-

ment againfl finners, and fhould make us take the ikine

gentle methods with others that we would vvifh to betaken

with ouiTelves, if we were in their condition. We are of

the fame nature, liable to the fame temptations, and, if

left of God, may eafily fall into the fame mifcarriagcs.

Befides, as it is moft fuitable to our Rate and character, fo

it is moft likely to have a proper effect. Meek and gentle

admonitions will penetrate the heart, when rough and

clamorous reproofs will be rejedled and defpifed. Thus
Solomon fays, Prov. xxv. 15, '' By long forbearing is a
'' prince perfuaded, and a foft tongue breaketh the bone."

And, Chap. xv. i, " A foft anfwer turneth away wrath,
'* but grievous words flir up anger."

3dly, Reproof fhould be given with fome degree of zeal

as well as meeknefs ; we fliould avoid the extreme of re-

milTnefs as v/ell as feverity. A flight carelefs reproof is

often worfe than none ; for it is ready to make the offen-

der think lightly of his own offence. There mufl:, there-

fore, be fuch evident weight and concern of fpirit, as may
ferve to evidence as well his danger as your own love.

For this reafon, I beg leave to obferve, that fpeaking in

a way of jefl:, and merriment, on fins of an atrocious na-

ture is deeply criminal, and highly pernicious. Solomon

tells us, " Fools make a mock at fin." Though a turn

to raillery and pleafantnefs of temper is reckoned a very

harmlefs as well as agreeable difpofition ;
yet great care

ought to be taken of the fubjeQs on which it is exercifed.

It is only fmaller weakneffes that ought to be treated in

this manner. Sins againfl God fliould be treated with a

gravity and ferioufnefs from the importance of their na-

ture and effects. I fhall give an inflance of this. Swear-

ing, and taking the name of God in vain, is fometimes

ridiculed, inflead of being reproved. This feldom has

a good effect. The crime is of fo atrocious a nature, and

fo dired an affault upon the majefly of God, that it ought

not to be treated lightly, as only a fmall indecorum, or

breach of good manners. It ought, indeed, to be defpifed

for its folly ; but at the fame time it ought to be deeply

abhorred for its guilt.
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4thly, In the laft place, In admoni filing one another

for particular fins, we fhouldftill keep in view the fource

of all fm, a polluted nature ; and the great danger of the

fmner, as in a fmllil ftate. Though particular mifcar-

riages may give the occafion, it is of fmall moment to

convince them of the folly of fuch or fuch a pra<5lice, un-

lefs you point out to them the neceffity of repentance, in

general, upon evangelical principles. I have rarely feen

that any arguments were fufiicient to reform a fmner of

any particular fault he was once addided to, but thofe

drawn from eternity, and the awful efrecls of the difplea-

fure of a holy God. Prefent inconveniencies, however
great, foon iofe their eifecl, and are quite unequal to corn-

hat a vicious inclination, or wreflle with the power of

habit. But, though it were otherwife, what a fmall matter

is it to cure a man of being a drunkard, or a fvvearer, or a

whoremonger, if ftill you leave him a Have to fm, upon
the whole, a fervant of the devil, and an heir of hell ? It

is plainly with a view to the final confequences of lin, that

the Apoftle recommends mutual exhortation in this paf-

fage, Exhort cm another daily ^ 'ivhUe it is called^ to-day ;

lest any ofyou be hardened through the deceitfulness ofsin.

Would you, therefore, admonifh any perfon to his real

profit? make ufe of particulars, to convince him of the

evil of all fin, as fuch, and its power and influence over

him by nature. When you reprove him for any fault he

has comnnitted, iliew him the deceitfulnefs of fin, and
where, if he do not fpeedily flop, he v/ill be landed at lali.

Let his eternal ilate be the motive diat urges you to the

duly, and let the fame great confideration be made ufc of

to carry home the inllrudion with pov/er and efficacy upon
his heart.

5thly, In the laft place, Let thofe who would acquit

themfelves of this duty, in a proper manner, be particu-

larly watchful and circumfpect in their own conduct. It

is' evident, that nothing can be more unfuitable, than for

thofe, who take upon them to admonifh others, to be

grofsly and vifibly blameable themfelves. It is, indeed,

fo intolerable, that nobody can bear their inftrucuons with

patience. You know, from daily experience, that recri-
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mination is the iirfl thing to which thofe who are repre-

hended betake themfelves. The moment they are chal-

lenged, the reply is ready, Why, you yourfeif, do fo and

fo, or, perhaps, worfe. So prone are they to this, that

many times they will upbraid men with innocent or lawful

things, as if they were faults, to cover their cv/n guilty

practice. Now, if this is the cafe, how ii.uch more hurt-

ful muft it be for thofe, who reprove others, to be really

liable to jull accufation themfelves, and, perhaps upon
the fame fubje(Sl ? Therefore our Saviour fays, with the

greateft ftrength and propriety, Luke vi. 41,42, " And
*' why beholdeft thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye,
*' but perceived not the beam that is in thine own eye ?

" Either, how cand thou fay to thy brother. Brother, let

*' me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou,

*' thyfelf, beholdeft not the beam that is in thine own eye ?

" Thou hypocrite, caft out firftthe beam out of thine own
" eye, and then ilialt thou fee clearly to pull out the mote
^' that is in thy brother's eye ?" Perhaps, my brethren,

fome of yau are faying within yourfelves: Alas! you have

now deftroyed the whole effect of what has been urged, at

fo great length, on the duty of mutual exhortation ; for

where is the man that is without fm, to reprove his neigli-

bor ? My brethren, no doubt we have all fuch iailings

as ought to make us do it with meeknefs and felf-deniel

;

yet furely vve both may and ought to walk fo circumfpedt-

ly, as not to be juftly liable to heavy accufations. Though
there is no holding of intemperate tongues, yet, furely,

there is fuch a thing as a converfation becoming the gof-

pel, which will entitle the fervant of Chriil to appear with

fome meafure of courage in his mafter's caufe ; nay, and

fuch an habitual love of mankind, as may fometimes open

their ears to his falutary counfel. And, believe it, thofe

who begin to make confcience of their duty to their neigh-

bor, either in a family, or a wider fphere, will find its pow-

erful and happy influence as a reftraint upon their ovvii

condud. They will be naturally led to double their dili-

gence, left their example fliould unhappily fruftrate the

effect of their reproofs. One particular more I muft

add, that the next thing to being alw^ays- in the right, is to

Vol. IL L
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be humble, and ready to confefs when you have been in

the wrong. This alio is a fcripture precept, James v. 16,

" Confefs your faults one to another, and pray one for

" another, that ye may be healed." I am perfuaded that

few things would add greater weight to any perfon's ad-

monitions, than his being willing to confefs, and ready

to amend, any thing that was pointed out to him as blame-

able in his own condud.

T come now, in the lad place, to make fome praClical

application of what has been faid. And,
1. From what has been faid, you may fee the great cor-

ruption and depravity of our nature. I look upon it as

of great moment to have a deep and growing convidVion

of this truth. It is the language of fcripture, it is the lan-

guage of experience, and it is the parent of humility. I

obferved, in the beginning of my difcourfe on this fubjedl,

and it appears from every thing that has been faid upon

it, that the deceitfulnefs of fm is but another expreflion for

the treachery of the human heart. In vain would the ob-

je6ls of fin appear before us; in vain would Satan and his

emilTaries prefent their folicitations, if our own inclinati-

on did not plead powerfully in their favor. To be deep-

ly convinced of this, will lead to the exercife of penitence,

and to felf-denial, which is the bell mean of our fupport

and prefervation. If the deceitfulnefs of fin lies chiefly

in ourfelves, that man will guard againft it in the mofl ef-

fedual manner, who has learned to fear himfelf as his

own greateft enemy.

2. From what has been faid, let us be led to flri^lnefs

and frequency in felf-examination. If fin is fo deceitful,

it may eafily lurk unobferved. Self-knowledge is a ftudy

of as great difficulty as importance. You have heard

what artful difguifes fin puts on, and how dreadfully fome

have been led aftray. The very beft duties may be pol-

luted by finful motives, and the very v/orfl things may be

done by an erring confcience, of which we may jufi:ly fay,

with our Saviour, Matth. vi. 23, "-^If therefore the light

" that is in thee be darknefs, how great is that darknefs!"

The old heathen precept, " Know thyfelf," was reckoned
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fo excellent a faying, that they fuppofed it to be a revela-

tion from Heaven. And, in the holy Scriptures, we have

many exhortations to felf-examination. I fhall only men-
tion that of the apoftle Paul, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. " Examine
" yoarfelves, whether ye be in the faith

; prove your own
*' felves : know ye not your own felves, how that Jefus
" Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates ?" Nay, af-

ter all our pains to examine ourfelves, there ought to re-

main fuch a fufpicion of our own treachery, as fliould

make us intreat, humbly and earneftly, the more impartial

trial of a heart-fearching God, Plal. xix. 12. "Who can
" underftand his errors .'' Cleanfe thou me from fecret

" faults." Pfal. cxxxix. 23, 24. '' Search me, O God !

" and know my heart : try me, and know my thoughts :

" and fee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me
*' in the way everlailing."

3. From what hath been faid, let me befeech all, but

efpecially young perfons, to beware of the beginnings of

fm. It may be faid of fin, in general, as Solomon fays of

flrife, " the beginning of it is like the letting out of water."

Beware of all that difcourfe which tends to give you flight

thoughts of any fin. Sometimes men confider fins as

fmall fins, and therefore tolerable. Many parents have
thought it wrong to check their children for the follies and
levities of youth, and have found, to their melancholy ex-

perience, that when follies had been fufiered to ripen into

crimes, they had taken too deep hold to be rooted up.

Many make light of fin by comparifon. How common
is the pretence of the drunkards : We are harming nobo-
dy ; we are not fpeaking ill of our neighbors ; we are not
oppreifing the poor. In the mean time, they are foon led

to curfing and blafphemy ; and, perhaps, by their riotous

living, they are unable to pay their jufl: debts, rob the in-

dufl:rious poor of their right, and, for the indulgence of a
beafily appetite, bring their own offspring to beggary and
ruin. Such is the behavior of many of your harmlefs
people ; men of focial friendly difpofitions, that, if you
believe them, would not wrong their neighbor of a farthing

to their knowledge ; and yet it would be happy for any
man to fall into the hands of highway robbers, rather than
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into their foclety. How lliort-fighted men are ! they not

only forget to look forward to the other world, but look

not even to any diflance in this. From time to time we
are made fools hy fin, which never afks more of ns than

the prefent compliance; yet, if this is granted, never

leaves us till our fiate is irrecoverable. What reafon have

all to be afraid of that deplorable hardnefs of heart which

is the confequence of the continued indulgence of fin. Let

us never ccnfider any fin by itfelfj but together with that

ugly train which it draws behind it ; and, then, though

our falfe hearts might plead for the indulgence of a fingle

luft, they may not be fo willing to fubmit to that deluge

cf vice which follows fail at its heels.

4. In ihe laft place, I Ihall clofe the fubjeQ", by addrelT-

ing an exhortation to tiiofe of my hearers, who have been

long and hardened finners ; who have many habits of vice

cleaving to them ; who have hitherto defpifed the gofpel,

and even fat in the feat of the fcornful. No doubt, you

have heard, in vain, and, perhaps, with contempt, many
exhortations of this kind before ; and therefore, there is,

humanly fpeaking, but little hope, that any thing I can

fay will have the effedl. However, as our blefled and gra-

cious Mailer has commanded his gofpel to be preached to

ev^ery creature, this Prince of the kings of the earth is

able, by his Spirit accompanying the word, to lay the

proudefl: and the boldeft of his enemies profirate at his

feet ; let me befeech you, in his name, to hear, that your

fouls may live. Why will you longer continue at enmity

with him, while he is offering you mercy .'* Nay, he is

treating you with mercy in every inifance of his kind pro-

vidence, in the renewed, meflages ofhisblefTed word, and

in his dying agonies on the accurfed tree ! Have you been

long wedded to fin ? he is able to fet you free ; he came
to deilroy the works of the devil, and is able to knock ofF

the firongefl: fetters, and rcflore liberty to the mofi: forrow-

ful captive, " XVe, then, as workers together with him,
•' befeech you alfo, that ye receive not the grace of God in

" vain." Remember, on the other hand, I befeech you,

the dreadful vengeance that awaits the defpifers of the gof-

pel. If you Uill refufe the gracious offer ; if you will not
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fuiTer his mercy to be glorified in your recovery, his holi-

neCs, power, and juftice, iliall be illuftrated in your percii-

tion. Time is haftening away ; judgment is haftening

on ; no reiufing to appear at that bar ; no deceiving or

biaffing that judge ; no room to elcape ; no Iburce of con-^

folation under that fentence. How infupportable the re-

fle6lion on opportunity irrecoverably iod: ! And how ter-

rible the fanilion which follows upon the offer of mercy !

You may read it, Prov. i. 24, ^31. '' Becaufe I have
*' called, and ye refufed, I have (Iretched out my hand,
*' and no man regarded : but ye have fet at nought all my
*' counfel, and would none of my reproof: I alio will

" laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear

" Cometh, When your fear cometh as defolation, and
" your deilru6tion cometh as a whirlwind ; when dillrefs

and anguifli cometh upon you. Then fliall they call

upon me, but I will not anfwer ; they fhall feek me
early, but they fliall not find me : for that they hated

*' knowledge, and did not chufe the fear of the Lord. They
" would none of my counfel ; they defpifed all my re-

*' proof: therefore fliall they eat of the fruit of their own
" way, and be filled with their own devices."

I only add, if any imprefiion is miade on your minds, of

the importance of eternity, fufier it to abide there. Let

it have an immediate effedl. Of all the deceits of fin or

Satan, none more fatal than that of putting off convidions

to a more convenient feafon. I conclude, therefore, with

the words of Solomon, Ecclef. ix. 10. " Whatfoever thy
'' hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is

" no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom, in
** the grave whither thou goeft," Amen,

«(
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The believer goi^g to GOD as his EXCEEDING JOY

SERMON 20.

PSALM .^liii. 4.

T/ie/z rvill Igo unto the altar of God, unto God my sxcsedlng

IT is of great moment to attend to the proper mixture

of reverence and love v/hich ought to poffefs our hearts

in the worlhip of the living God. If they arife from proper

principles, they will not deflroy or weaken, but flrength-

en one another, A believer can never lye too low in the

dull beiore the moft holy God ; he can never be too fen-

fible either of his diftance as a creature, or his guilt and
unworthinefs as a fmner : but, at the fame time, he can

never be too deeply penetrated with a fenfe of divine love,

or have too ftrong and ardent defires after communion and

fellowfliip with God. The truth is, the lower we are in

our own hght, it doth but the more iiluftrate and magnify

all the grace that is fliewn to us in the gofpel : and the

more joyfully we contemplate the fulnefs of our portion

in an infinite God, it will but the more bring back this

refledion, and confirain us to confefs, that we are lefs than

the lead of all his mercies.

In feveral pafTages of the Pfalms of David, we have very

warm and fervent expreffions of the delight which tlie

man after God's own heart had in the worfhip of his fane-
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tuary- There are few of thefe more beautiful and forci-

ble than the palFage of which my text is a part, " C) fend
" oat thy light and thy truth ; let them lead me ; let them
* bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.

*^ I'ben "ivill I go unto the altar of God^ unto God my ex-
"" ceeding joyy That which feems to have brought the

Pfalmift to this ftriking and beautiful thought, was, his

being under the preflure of heavy afflidlion ; and, particu-,

larly, in a (late of difl:ance and banifliment from the tem-

ple fervice. This led him to flee for refuge to God, his

almighty friend and unchangeable portion. Did the Pfal-

miil then go to God as his confolatlon in diftrefs ? What
reafon is there for every Chriilian to go to him as his

Father and his God, not only for fupport under the vari-

ous trials of this mortal Hate, but for happinefs and peace

after he hath feen and felt the inherent vanity of every

created enjoym.ent ?

All 1 fliall further add upon the words is, that what
David is here praying for, is to be brought to the temple

of God, to have accefs to his courts, and communion with

him there. This he plainly looks upon as a fource of ex-

ceeding joy ; and, furely, to thofe who are duly difpofed

for it, there is not, there cannot be, in this world, a more
delightful employment than die joint celebration of our

Creator and Redeemer's praife ; than the united voice of

his fervants in his temple. It is the neareft approach w^e

can make to the employment of heaven, and the mod fen-

fible foretade we can have of its happinefs in this foreign

land.

But, my brethren, I mud limit the fubje6l to what is

the particular and diftinguilliing employment of this day,

—the holy ordinance of the Lord's fupper, commemora-
ting our Redeemer's dying love. This was called by the

ancients the Eucharist^ or Sacrifice of Praise. And, in-

deed, no difpofition is more proper or neceilltry, in at-

tending upon it, than a joyful and thankful frame of fpirit.

This will be like a precious perfume, wiiich will fill the

houfe with its fragrance, and will greatly flrengthen every

other gracious difpofition ; and, therefore, my intention is^

through the afliflance of divine grace,
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I. To fliew you what matter of joy and fatls-faftion there

is to every fmcere Chrillian, in what is reprefented to oar

view in the facrament of the Lord's fupper ; or, for what

reafons we ought, in this folemn fervice in a particular

manner, to go to God as our exceeding joy.

Having done fo, I fhall make feme pra6lical improve-

ment of the fubje*5l for your inftruction and direclion.

In the firft place, then, I am to fliew you what matter

of joy and fatisiadlon there is to every fincere Chrillian, in

what is reprefented to our view in the facrament of the

Lord's fupper; or for what reafons we ought in this fo-

lemn fervice, in a particular manner, to go to God as our

exceeding joy. I am deeply fenfible, my brethren, that I

have entered on a taflv to which I am very unequal, to

raife your minds to that fublime temper, of joy in God,

and to difclofe that fountain of joy there is to every be-

liever, in what his Redeemer has done, and is flill doing

for him. It is fo great a fubjedt, that we ourfelves may
fee how unfit a mortal tongue is to fpeak of it : and there-

fore, I ihall, in the entry, pray " that God may fhed
" abroad his love in our hearts ; that he may fend forth

" his light and his truth, that they may be guides to us."^

and accompany the word fpoken with the powerful energy

of the fpirit of confolation. But a little of that real com-
munion with God which is the work of his Spirit, and
which he fometimes vouchfafes to his people, will give

them fuch a lively fenfe of his love and joy in him, as

they themfelves know may be felt, but cannot be expref-

fed : and I cannot forbear already obferving to you, that

the meaneft real Chrillian (hall, one day, in the higher

houfe, have fuch a fulnefs of joy, and fuch conceptions of

God and his Redeemer's love, that he fliall look down,
with wonder, at the weak and imperfect ilretches of our

imagination after it now: But fo long as we are here, let

us patiently content ourfelves with what is given us as

necelfary to fupport our weary iteps in this defolate wil-

dernefs ; with what this ordinance, inftituted for enliven-

ing our faith, fupplies us for our comfort and joy.

Vol. XL M
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For this purpofe, let me beg your attention to the fol-

lowing coniiderations.

I. Yoa ought to go to God, in this ordinance, as your
exceeding joy ^ becaufe, in it, you have the fullefl: afTurance

and the cleareft evidence of the forgivenefs of your fins,

and peace with your offended Maker. This is the preli-

minary mercy, which, v/ith refpedl to fallen creatures,

mull: open the way to every other bleffing. Nothing fo

much damps our joy in God, and lefTens our fatisfa(Slion

in addreffing him, as confcioufn-efs of guilt. This it is

that makes religion fo unpleaf-mt to the carnal worldling;

even the fecure fmner, who feems to walk without fear, is

yet deterred by natural confcience from drawing near to

God. He does all in his power to rid his mind of the

thoughts of God's ordinary and conftant prefence with

him in every place. A horror of his Maker poffelTes his

mind at all times ; he cannot love him as a gracious Fa-

ther, becaufe he hates him as an enemy, and fears him as

a righteous judge. Nay, the fam.e thing it is that makes

us all feel fo frequently an averfion at the duties of religi-

on. The cold hand of a fj)irit of bondage freezes up the

affedions. Trembling and fear taketh hold upon us. Aw
inward dread and jealoufy of our own frate throws a gloom

and darknefs, as it were, through the temple of God. And,

with Vv'hatever Ilrength or beauty the promifes or privi-

leges of the faints may be fet forth, there is a fecret re-

flraintupon us, and as a voice difcharging us from touch-

ing them, as forbidden fruit. Were we but as pure, and

free from guilt, we fnould, with as much joy and fatisfac-

tion, draw nigh to God, as the angels do in Heaven.

I have been the more full in opening this to you, that

you may fee the foundation there is in nature, and in fa6>,

for the leading dodrine of the gofpel, '' Chrifl Jefus fet

" forth as a propitiation for fins, through faith in his

^'- blood."

His blelled body was broken, and his precious blood

was ihed, for the remiffion of fms. Are you to comme-
morate this ? are you to receive the vifible figns and the

appointed feals of it ? does not this allure you, that your

fins are forgiven for Chrift's fake ? Are your fms very
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great ? are they many in number, and heinous in their

aggravations ? Confider the infinite value of this facred

blood. It was no lefs than that of the eternal Son of God,
who chearfully undertook our caufe :

" and the Lord laid

** on him the iniquity of us all." Ifa. liii. 5. " He was
*' wounded for our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed for our
*' iniquities ; the chailifement of our peace u'as upon hirn;

" and with his ilripes we are healed." O unfearchable

myllery ! O the infinite holinefs of God ! O the tremen-

dous juflice of God ! How well may the exhortation be

prefled, Ifa. i. 18. " Come now, and let us reafon toge-
*' ther, faith the Lord : though your fins be as fcarlet, they
*' lliall be as white as fnow ; thouc^h they be red like crim-
" fon, they iliall be as wool." Well may Vv^e fay with the

apofile Paul, i Tim. i. 15. " This is a faithful faying, and
'' worthy of all acceptation, that Chrifi: Jefus came into

" the world, to fave finners, of whom I am chief." Are
you afraid of the condenming fentence of the law. Gal.

iii. 13. " Chrifi: hath redeemed us from the curfe of the
'' law, being made a curfe for us." Are you afliamed to

appear before God in your own undeferving character,

hear, and comply with your Saviour's own counfel, Rev.

iii. 18. '' I counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,

" that thou mayefi: be rich, and v/hite raiment that thou
" mayefi be clothed, and that the fiiame of tliy nakednefs
" do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes with eye-falve,

" that thou mayefi fee." In the fpotlefs robes of your Re-

deemer's righteoufnefs, you fliall be adorned for the courts

of your God, and dwell in his prefence. Are you afraid

to apply all this to yourfelves ? This is the-exprefs pur-

pofe of the facrament of the Lord's fupper, to confirm and
clofe the covenant of peace with every partaker. Do you
doubt the fincerity of the oflTer upon God's part ? See him
difpenfing the healing medicine, " This is my body, which
*' v/as broken for you ; this do in remembrance of me.
*' As ofien as you eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye
" do fhew the Lord's death till he come." Hear him fay-

ing, Matth. xi. 28. " Come unto me, all ye that labor,

'* and are heavy la.den, and I will give you refi." Hear
him iAinher faying, John vi. 37. " Him that cometh to
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*'• me, I Will in no wife caft out.'- Ifa. Iv. i. '* Ho, every*
*'" one that thirdetli, come ye to the waters; and he that

*' hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ;
yea, come buy

"wine and milk, without money, and without price.'*

Rev. xxii. 17. " And the Spint and the bride fay, Come ;

" and let him that heareth fay, Gome ; and let him that

" is athirfl, come. And whofoever will, let him take
** the water of life freely." All who have truly groaned

under a {^n^t of guilt may here fee their pardon fealed, and

may and ought to rejoice in it, as theirs ; and, unlefs they

doubt the faithfulnefs of God's word, or the efficacy of

their Saviour's merit, m.ay triumph in both, and fet at de-

fiance the thunders of the law, the reproaches of confci-

ence, and the accufations of the devil. They may fay,

with the apoflle Paul, Rom. viii. 33, 34, " Vv'ho fliall lay

" any thing to the charge of God's eleft ? It is God that

'^ juiTifieth : who is he that condemneth ? It is Chrifl

'' that died, yea rather, that is rifen again, who is even
" at the right hand of God, who alfo maketh interceffion

"for us."

2. You ought to go to God in this ordinance, as your

exceeding joy, as it affords the flrongefl and mod illuflri-

ous proof of divine love. This, my brethren, is the imme-
diate fubjedl of our contemplation in the Lord's fupper ;

and I chufe to confider it as an argument by itfelf, fepa-

rately from its fruits, becaufe nothing ferves more to heigh-

ten our affection to, and delight in God, than a firm per-

fuafion of his love to us. Is it a comfortable thing to have

the pardon of our fins ? It is alfo unfpeakably refrefhing,

and even ravilhing, to view, in faith, the wonderful

means by which it is accomplifhed. We may confider,

Ihortly here, the riches of redeeming grace, as extending

to the finners of Adam's race in general ; and then what

it is for every believer to confider himfelF as the determi-

nate objetl of divine regard in the councils of peace. The
whole perfedlions of an infinite God fhine with united

luftne in the work of redemption. His power, wifdom,

holinefs, and jufiice, are feverally and jointly illufirated

in it. His unfearchable wifdom is mentioned, Rom. xi.

33. " O the depth of the riches both of the wifdom and
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*' knowledge of God ! How unfearchable are his judg-
*' ments, and his ways pad finding out !" His mighty-

power, Eph. i. 19. '' And what is the exceeding greatr

" nefs of his power to us-ward, who believe, according to

'* the working of his mighty power." The righteoufnefs

of his government, Rom. iii. 26. " To declare, I fay, at

" this time, his righteoufnefs, that he might be jull, and
*'• the juftifier of him v/hich believeth in Jefus." But
love is moft confpicuous of all : and is therefore mofi: fre-

quently infifted on, John iii. 16. '' God fo loved the world,
" that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever be-
'' lievcth in him, ihould not perifh, but have everlafling

" life." Rom. v. 8. '' God commendeth his love towards
" us, in that while we were yet finners, Chrifl died for

" us." Eph. iii. 17, 18, 19. " That Chriil may dwell in
*' your hearts by faith ; that ye being rooted and ground-
*' ed in love, may be able to comprehend, with all faints,

" what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height,

*' and to know the love of Chrifl, which paffeth know-
" ledge." And indeed, my brethren, it pafleth the pow-

er of man to open fully the greatnefs of the love of God
to finners in Chrifl Jefus. It is a fubjedl which we are fo

far from being able now to exhaull, that it fliall afford mat-

ter for adoring inquiry to all eternity, whilfl the everlafl-

ing God lives and reigns with his faints, and unfolds to

them, age after age, more ample views of his goodnefs

and greatnefs. By what fliall we meafure the love of a

friend, but by the greatnefs of his gifts ? What fentiment

then fhall we entertain of the love of God for his (juflly

flyled) unfpeakable gift ? He has given us his only be-

gotten Son, '*who was from eternity in the bofom of th6
" Father ; the brightnefs of his Father's glory, and the ex-

" prefs image of his perfon;" the befl and greateft of crea-

ted beings, na)^ the whole creation itfelf, had been no-

thing compared to it.

The truth is, I am ready to think that there feems to be

fomething like divine contrivance, and infinite defign, in

this particular circtimflance. All created things are in

themfelves equal, and alike eafy, to the power of God,
being but the eflfedts of his fimple will. For this reafon
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there could be no comparative greatnefs in any fuch gifts.

There was therefore but this one way left to exprefs an
uncommon degree of love, that he who was one and equal

with the Father, fliould himfelf be employed in the mef-

fage, and '' bear our fms in his own body, on the tree."

Nothing elfe could have made man an expenfive purchafe.

Nothing elfe that God could bellow, would have had any
appearance of doing violence to himfelf; or could give

meaning and beauty to that expreffion, Romans viii. 32.
**" He that fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up
*' for us all, how Ihall he not with him alfo freely give us
^'^ all things :" The Lord of the vineyard, in the parable,

is reprcfented as in fufpenfe, how to fall upon a method
to break the ilubbornnefs of the huibandmen, Luke xx. 13.
'* Then laid the Lord of the vineyard, what fliall I do ? I
'^ will fend my beloved Son, it may be they will reverence
'•• him when they fee him." Let us paraphrafe and ap-

ply it. God, who bears the perfon of the mailer of the

vineyard, may be fuppofed to lay, what fnall reclaim thefe

obltinate children of mercy, become rebels? Nothing but

the invincible force of fuperior love. But wherein Ihall

the love of the eternal God appear to advantage? in no-

thing but an eternal gift : they Ihall not be cheaply pur-

chafed, tliey (hall be bought with blood, v/ith that facred

blood, which fliall be the furprife of angels, and the won-

der of heaven. Thefe reflections I would make with re-

verence, on this elevated and delightful, but av/ful and
tremendous theme. One thing appears clearly from

them, that it is not only obfcuring the luflre, not only

weakening die force, but deilroying the very being of re-

deeming love, to deny the proper and eternal Godhead of

Chrift, the Mediator. But, Oh ! my brethren, what an

improvement is it, to the contemplation of the love of

God, for each of us to coniider himfelf as having been
from eternity the obje£l of it. While I talle the ftreams

of-his bounty, may I thus trace it back to its fource ! Did
he love m.e from the foundation of the v/orld! Did he pity

me, when in unprovoked rebellion againfl him ! Did he

make fo gracious provilion for my recovery and falvation !

Did he make atonement for my guilt, by the blood of his
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own Son ! and conquer \ny heart by the power of his fo-

vereign grace ! What returns of praife and gratitude are

his due ? With what joy ought I to remember my Re-

deemer's death at his table, in the hope of fharing with

him his crown and his throne, in a higher ftate ?

3. You ought Xo go to God^ in this ordinance, as your

exceeding joy ; as you have in it the cleareft and fulleit af=

furance of receiving from him all that is necefiary for your

comfort and happinefs, vv^hile 5^oa continue here. There
are, in a ftricl fenfe, but two ends of going to God in his

worfnip and ordinances, to exprefs our fenfe of, and thank-

fulnefs for favors received, and as beggars for more. Now,
my brethren, in this ordinance you are not only called to

celebrate the love of a gracious and reconciled God, but to

truft in the fulnefs of an all-fufficient God. That we may
view this the more diftinftly, there are thefe two kinds of

bleilings we fland in need of, thofe that relate to our 1 pi-

ritual life, and thofe that relate to our temporal comfort.

id. Thofe that relate to the fpiritual life. What is the

great defire of every real fervant of God in thishoufe ? Is

it not to have your hearts more inflamed with the love of

God, and more devoted to his fear ? Is not fm your great-

eft burthen, and its remaining influence your grevatefl

grief? Now, where can you have a more reafonable hope

of getting your gracious difpofitions ftrengthened, or your

fins mortified, than at a communion table ? Is it not

exprefsly defigned for your fpiritual nourifhment, and
growth in grace ? And as the inftitution of thefe fenfible

figns is a remarkable proof of divine condefcenfion, fo I

can hardly conceive any thing more wifely and happily

calculated for this excellent end. What can more ftrength-

en your faith in a dying Saviour, than being allowed to

look upon the figns of his broken body, and his blood

poured out ? What can fpeak greater peace to the con-

Icience, than your being allowed and invited to receive

him explicitly ?
'' This is my body, broken for you.*'

What can more happily fcrve to kindle and inflame your

love to God, than the immediate contemplation of his

infinite love for you ? Where can yoti take fuch a hate-

ful view of fm, as a detefced objeft, as at the Lord's table,
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where you fee it in your Saviour's fufFerings? Where and

how can you lay fuch a bond upon the confcience, as by

receiving the feals of this facred engagement ? How can

you give fuch a deadly wound to your ftrongeft lulls, as

by nailing and affixing them to your Redeemer's crofs ?

What motive of future obedience equal to bearing about in

your bodies the dying of the Lord Jefus ? See what the

apoiile fays, 2 Cor. v. 14. " For the love of Chrilt con-
*' flraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for

" all, then were all dead." Gal, ii. 20. " I am crucified

" with Chrift : neverthelefs I live; yet not I, but Chrift

" liveth in me : and the life which 1 now live in the flefli,

*' I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
" and gave himfelf for me." W^hat remedy can you find

for your own weaknefs, like the all-fufficiency of Chrift ?

Col. ii. 9- "For in him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the God-
" head bodily." i Cor. i. 3c. " Of him are ye in Chrift

•' Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, and righre-

" oufnefs, and fanftification, and redemption." I will

not fo widely handle the fubje(5l as to cite to you all the

paffages which ftiow that the fpirit of fandification is a

part of the purchafe of your Redeemer, and one of his gifts

to tbofe who humbly implore it. Is it not well known,

and do not believers at his table, fenfible of their own
weaknefs, and confident of their Saviour's power, get

their feet upon the necks of their enemies, and fay, " I

" can do all things through Chrift ftrengthening me."

2d. They have here all things neceifary for their tem-

poral comfort. They have a complete rem.edy for their

cares, as well as their ftns. As at the Lord's table you lay

hold of the covenant of peace, fo there, if any where, you

may fee, that it is ordered in all things, and fure ; your

food and raiment, and all neceffary provifion, is contained

in it ; and Chrift's body is the pledge. How gracious the

promife ! your heavenly Father knoweth that you have

need of thefe things, Pfal. xxxiv. 8, 9, 10. '' O tafte and
*' fee that the Lord is good ! Bleffed is the man that truft-

" eth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his faints ! for there
'' is no want to them that fear him. The young lions do

^' lack, and fufFer hunger ; but they that feek the Lord,
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** Ihail not want any good thing." Ifa. xxxlii. 16. <' He
** Ihall dwell on high ; his place of defence fliall be the
" munitions of rocks ; bread fhall be given him, his water
*' fliall be fure.'' Deliverance from fufFerincr is contained

in it, Pfal. xxxiv. 19. *' Many are the aftiidtions of the
'* righteous, but the Lord deliVereth him out of them all."

Strength and grace tofufFer with patience is contained in

it, Ifa. xliii. 2. " When thou paffefl through the waters,
" I will be v/ith thee, and through the rivers, they fhali

" not overflow thee ; when thou walkeft through the fire,

" thou flialt not be burnt, neither fhall the flame kindle
*' upon thee." The fan(5lified ufe and improvement of

fufFering is contained in it, Rom. viii. 28. '' And we
*' know that all things work together for good to them that
" love God, to them who are the called according to his

" purpofe." 2 Cor. iv. 16. ''For which caufe we faint

" not; but though our outward man perifh, yet the inward
" man is renewed day by day." Confider, efpecially,

that at the Lord's table you have an immediate view of the

great foundation of reliance on divine Providence, Rom.
viii. 32. "He that (pared not own Son, but delivered
" him up for us all, hov/ fhall he not with him alio freely

give us all things ?" 2. That God, who was fo lavifh of his

love, as not to fpare even his own Son, but gave him up to

be defpifed, buffeted, and crucified for you, will not be lb

inconfiftently hard, as to refufe the fmall gift in compari-
fon of a little earthly good. He whofe foul was redeemed
by the blood of Chrifl iliall not lofe his body for a little

bread.

I cannot help obferving, here, of whatuniverfal ufe and
benefit the dodtrine of Chrifl crucified is, and how high a

place it ought to hold in our efteem. It is not only ufeful

for afTuring us of the pardon of fin, but makes us fuperior

to all thofe fuflPerings, of every kind, which took their rife

from fin. The path of a Chriflian is fometimes thorny

and difficult ; and many of the Vv^eaker order of faints have

even a greater fenfibility of the inconveniencies of life than

fome thoughtlefs finners. Thefe laft maintain a fort of

bufi:le and contefl for worldly pleafure, and, with a flurdy

felf-fufficiency, can, if I mav fpeak i^o, return the blows

Vol. IL N
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and buffets of adverfe fortune, while die feeble of Ghfift's

flock become funk.and heardefs under a frowning Provi-

dence. But is not the Lord's table a place of refuge ? and

is it not matter of experience, that they have found con-

folation there ? Whatever their complaints have been,

whether of ficknefs, or poverty, or lofs of relations, or the

llanders of their enemies, they have adored the fovereign

will of God in them all ; they have been brought to a pla-

cid fabmiffion to his providence in them all ; nay, they

have happily feen and confefTed his wife and merciful pur-

pofe in them all. It was not without a view to his trials,

that the Pfalmift, in the text, defires to go unto the altar of
Gody unio God bis exceedingjoy. And you may fee how
he expreffes himfelf in the following verfe, " Why art

'' thou call dovv n, O my foul ! and why art thou difquiet-

" ed within me ! hope in God ; for I fliall praife him,
" who is the health of my countenance, and my God !"

4th. I come, nov/, in the laft place, to obferve, that this

ordinance is a fource of joy, as it is a pledge and earneft

of heaven ; a foretalle of that eternal happinefs which God
hath prepared for his faithful fervants in the world to come.

This, my brethren, ought never to be out of our view while

W'e fojourn in this valley of tears.

This eternal joy is what our Redeemer has given us the

fulled afTurance of. It is he who hath drawn afide the cur-

tain, and opened to us a joyful profpeiSl into the holy of

holies, into the blelfed manfions of perfe6"lion, purity, and

happinefs within the vail. In one of his lafl difcourfes to

his difciples, when he was about to leave them, he tells

them, it was to be but a lliort feparation ; for that he

would come again, and carry them with him ; and that

they Ihould nevermore be divided, John xiv. 2. *' In my
*' father's houfe are many manfions; if it were not fo, I

*' would have told you : I go to prepare a place for you ;*'

and not only hath he left the promife of his return, but

hath inilituted this ordinance, on the one hand, to keep up
the memory of his former appearance; and, on the other,

to keep up our hopes of hisfecond coming, and what he

will then beftow, i Cor. xi. 23. " As often as ye eat this

" bread, and drink this cup, ye do iliew the Lord's death
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" till he coii^e.'* It is intended to fupport the langiiiiliing

faith of his people, and make them tread, with conliancy,

in his flrength, the fame paths of virtue and felf-denial

that he did, in hopes of fhortly fharing his crown and re-

ward, Heb. xii. 1,2. " And let us run with patience

" the race that is fet before us; looking unto Jefus, the

" author and finifher of our faith ; who, for the joy that

*' was fet before him, endured the crofs, defpifmg the

*' fhame, and is fet down at the right hand of the throne

" of God." And how highly proper is this inftitution for

pointing us to the glorious iffue of our Chriillan confiicl I

In it, we have, at once, a proof of the certainty—of the

excellence,—and even fome perception of the nature of

heavenly glory.

How certain and infallible is that happlnefs to the faints,

which our exalted Redeemer, the Amen andfaithful Wit-
ness^ hath paffed his word for, and gone before, in our

name, to take pofleffion of? Heb. vi. 19, 20. *' Which
** hope we have as an anchor of the foul, both fure and
" ftedfaft, and which entereth into that w^ithin the vail,

" whither the forerunner is for us entered."— i Cor. xv.

23. " But every man in his own order, Chriff, the lirll

*^ fruits, afterward they that are Chrid's, at his coming."

However high an hope it may feem for fuch as we are,

to afpire to a flation fo near the throne of God, to his pre-

fence and fellowfliip
;
yet it is not too much, after what

is already beftowed upon us ; after what Chrifl: hath done,

it can beget no furprife, that this fliould be the conclufion

of it ; after he hath borne our fms in his own body, and

with his own blood waflied away our guilt ; after he hath

fan(5\ified and cleanfed us by his holy Spirit, made us the

children, and imprinted the image of his Father upon our

hearts; after he hath kindled in our fouls a flame cf divine

love, and made us content with nothing but hlmfelf, and
with no place where he is not ; furely he wdll not leave us

comfortlefs ; he can have no other defign than to carry us

to live with him, and reign with him for ever and ever.

Does not this reprefentation alfo ferve to ihow the ex-

cellency of the heavenly glory ? It is called in fcripture,

" mt purchafed poirefTion." And, oh ! my dear brethren,
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how great, beyond expreiTion, mufl: that inheritance be,

which was fo dearly bought, for which every price, but

the blood of the eternal Son of God was rejected I Sec his

body broken, and his blood fhed ; arid there fee what hea-

ven has coil ; and this it cofi: to him, who had dwelt there

from eternity, and could not be deceived in its v/orth. It

was no unneceiTary expence, idly thrown away, but what

alone was equal to the glorious purchafe. Had we no-

thing elfe, by which to guefs at that, which eye hath not

feen, this, of itfelf, ought to be fufficient to raife our hopes,

to the higheil pitch, and give us the moll exalted concep-

tions of Its infinite glory.

And may I not add, upon this head, my brethren, that

this ordinance is, to many, an earned and foretailc, as

v/ell as an .ffurance, of the happinefs of heaven. Is it

not the fenfible communion with God, which feme of his

faints even here enjoy, a refem.blance, though faint, of

tjiat full and perfe6l communion which they ihall enjoy

with their Creator and Redeemer in the world above ?

John xiv. 23. " —If a man love me, he will keep my
•-' words, and my Father will love him; and we will come
"' unto him, and make our abode with him." What is

heaven, but to be free from fm ; to contemplate the glory

of an infinite God ; to be filled with a fenfe of his love ;

and to be beyond the reach of temptation to offend him
any more. Now, when the believer fees his pardon feal-

ed with his Redeemer's blood ; when he is filled with a

hatred of all fm, and a humble confidence of being deli-

vered from its power ; when his very complaints are put

to filence, and the frailties of a dying body are left behind,

or fwallowed up by the hope of a blefTed refurredlion ;

Vvrhat is this, but the very dav/n of heaven in the foul

!

what i& this, but the fncut of vidory ! and an earneil of

that day of complete triur;>ph, v/hen all his enemies fhall

be brought under his feet

!

I am fenfible that the frame of many communicants
will be but a bad emblem of heaven ; and, if they meafure

it by that tlandard, it will give them but low and forry no-

tions of it. This, however, is not the cafe v/ith all ; and

;here^ are few real Chriftians, but ia fome parts of their
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lives, have felt fuch inward joy in God, that they have

been ready to fay, with the difcipleson themountof tranf.

figuration, It is goodfor us to be here. Neither is there

any place where it may be more reafonably expeded than

at a communion table : every pious foul fliould breathe

out this prayer of the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixiii. i, 2, 3, 4. " O
" God ! thou art my God ! early will I feek thee : my
" foul thirileth for thee ! my flefh longeth for thee in a

" dry and thirfly land, where no water is : to fee thy pow-
" er and thy glory, foas I have feen thee in the fanduary;
" becaufe thy loving-kindnefs is better than life, my lips

" (hall praife thee. Thus will I blefs thee, v/hile 1 live 1

'' I will lift up my hands in thy name !''

And now, my brethren, what reafon is there for every

fmcere communicant to go to God in this ordinance, as

their exceeding joy. It points us forward to that bleffed

time when we Ihall indeed be fatisfied with that fulnefs of

joy, and thofe rivers of pleafures that are at his right hand.

We are glad now, indeed, to help our flagging conceptions

with fymbols and figures : But then fliall our eyes fee the

glorious Saviour Handing at the right hand of God, fur-

rounded by ten thoufand of his faints, who have been re-

deemed by his blood. This life is but a fcene of mifery

and forrow, where wretchednefs is often to be feen, and
lamentations heard, even in the dwellings of the righteous;

But then all tears fliall be wiped away from their eyes,

and thefe fongs of praife begin which fliall never end.

Now we are borne down with prevailing corruption,

which, as a dead weight, deprefTes our fpirits : But then

Hiall we be perfeiSlly freed from all impurity, and fervc

our God and Redeemer with the fame fpirit and joy as

the angels do in heaven. Now we are but as young un-

fledged birds, which in learning to fly can but flutter a

little, and immediately take refuge in the earth : But we
Ihall foon foar above it ; rifmg with unwearied wings and
never failing ftrength.

Let us forget for a little the weaknefs of mortality, and
carry our thoughts to the general alTembly of the church of

the firll born, where no fufpicion of our falfe heart being-

admitted fuall remain, when all the wide congregatioa
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fhall join in celebrating the praifes of Almighty God, and
of the Lamb ; and there fliall not be one jarring or one

difcordant note in the univerfal harmony. Thus I have

laid before you what a fource of joy there is to the believer,

in the holy ordinance which you now have accefs to par-

take of, and proceed, in the

Lad place, to make Ibme practical improvement of the

fubjecl. And,
I. May I not, in a few words, obferve how great is the

goodnefs of God, in providing fo rich an entertainment

for us in our prefent Hate. This life has been exprefsly

defigned, in Providence, as a fcene of difficulties and tri-

als. We are here in exile from our Father's houfe ;
yet

doth he not leave us altogether defolate, but hath given us

this as a token and pledge of his love, before the full mani-

feftation of it. Here is food to give us vigor for our

journey, in this valley of tears '• Strength to embolden

us againft our enemeis, that we may hold on our courfe

Readily, without wearying. Will it be matter of eternal

furpriie, that the only begotten Son of God iliould do ho-

nor to our world, by taking up his abode in it, and digni-

fy human nature by wearing it himfelf, and uniting it to

his own ? Is it not a continued proof of the fame conde-

fcenfion, as well as an evidence of divine wifdom, that he

ihould leave to every age this Handing memorial of him-

felf, his appearance and work, that fenfe itfelf might be

partner with faith, in rejoicing over his goodnefs ? If his

hearers were blelTed with his heavenly voice, and wonder-

ed at the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth,

during his perfonal miniftry, let us with admiration and

joy, look upon the fymbols of his fufferings and death : let

us furvey the pidure of his agony drawn by himfelf, and

let us remember what it promifes, and v/hat he is nov/

gone to prepare for his faithful followers.

2. Let us, by way of improvement, confider a little

for whom this joy is provided ; does not this need expli-

cation ? x\nd are not many of you faying within your-

fclves, fureiy obftinacy itfelf cannot deny, that here is

great caufe of joy to fome : but who are they ? is it not a

joy Vv'ith which a llranger cannot intermeddle, that per-
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tains only to a privileged few ? This inquiry is highly

needful, as the great fpring of joylels communions is the

want of a perfonal application of the bleflings of our Re-
deemer's purchafe. That I may neither unwarrantably

diibcurage any, nor prollitute this precious privilege to

the unworthy, I fliall obferve, that this joy is truly appli-

cable to all to whom it is defirable ; to all whom it may be

ufeful, but in different lights, according to their different

chara6lers.

ift. All thofe who have not only laid hold on Chrifl for

falvation, but have fome degree of humble confidence in

the divine mercy, on whom the Lord has lifted up the

light of his reconciled countenance. If there are any fuch

among us, as God forbid but there were, they ought

;

but why do I fay they ought ; for, no doubt, they certain-

ly will go to God as their exceeding joy. To you, my
brethren, it belongs, with wonder and gratitude, to fur-

vey thefe bleffmgs to which you know your title, and to

join in that heavenly anthem. Rev. i. ^^6. "—Unto him
" that loved us, and wafhed us from our fms in his own
*' blood, and hath made us kings and priefts unto God,
" and his father, to him be glory, and dominion for ever
*' and ever. Amen." Rev. vii. 12. " Bleffing and glory,
*' and wifdom, and thaukfgiving, and honor and power,
'* and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."
Let your faith follow your rifen Redeemer to his Father's

throne, and look forward to what he is doing and preparing

for you, as well as backward to what he hath already done.

If Satan be under your feet ; if fm be crucified on your Sa-

viour's crofs ; and cares and forrows kept at a dillance, I

hope it will help you to fome conception of the felicity of

that flate, " where there fhall be no more curfe, but the

" throne of God, and of the Lamb ihall be in it, and his

" fervants fhall ferve him."

2dly, In this ordinance there is matter of joy and con-

folation to the fearful and doubting Chriflian, who, not

without defires after God, and the remembrance of his

name, yet is full of folicitude and anxiety, and dare not

pofitively affirm his own interefl in the Saviour. What
is fet before us in this ordinance, particularly what I have
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this clay opened up on the fubjeiSl, will fliovv how well it

is fitted for ftrengthening the weak, and comforting the

feeble-minded. But, to explain this propriety a little,

let me afl<: you is your doubt of God's wilHngnefs to re-

ceive returning fmners ? This doubt the Lord's fupper

is a full refolution of; this table fpread by his appointment,

is an exprefs ilipulation, on his part, of pardon and peace,

to all who are willing to accept of them on the terms of

the gofpel ? Well, but what are the terms of the gofpel ?

Infinitely free and gracious, on the one hand, and exceed-

ing flrift and fevere on the other ; full forgivenefs to the

chief of fmners, without any merit or qualification on their

part ; complete deliverance from the power of corrupti-

on ; and fancli location by the Holy Spirit of grace. What
then are the fevere terms ? Truly to accept of them jufl

as fully and freely as they are offered ; to receive forgive-

nefs as mere mercy, which we have not deferved, and
defire deliverance f^rom every {in without exception ; and
to expedl to obtain it not from ourfelves, but by the ftrength

that is in Chrift : the true felf-denial of the gofpel is the

hardeft facrifice to human pride. Men may cry up mo-
rality, and boafl of it, and trufl in it, and never pradlife

it ; but heartily to approve of the whole law of God, and

breathe after conformity to it, as the purchafe of Chrifl's

death, and the efFe£l of our union with him, and giving

the honor of it only to him, this, if I miftake not, is the

obedience of faith. Now, do you doubt whether you have

accepted Chrift on thefe terms ? This is not doubting,

but refufmg ; and I have no confolation for you. But if

you are willing that Chrift fhould be all, and you fhould

be nothing, and fmcerely grieve for the fm and impurity

that ftill cleaves to yon, and even for your unbelief, and
the hardnefs of your hearts, come to this table, and " my
^' God fhall fupply all your wants from his riches in glory
'' by Chrift Jefus."

3dly, That I may, if pofftble, yet farther illuftrate and
commend the divine grace, here is matter of joy to all

without exception :
'' Behold, I bring you glad tidings

'' of great joy, that God is in Chrift reconciling the world,
" unto himfelf I" You have caufe to be thankful, that,
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for your former contempt of mercy, you have not been cut

off from the land of the living, and condemned for ever

to the flames. O that you were fenfible what grace and

patience is exercifed towards you in your daily preferva-

tion ! that your paft refufals have not been accepted as

your final choice, and your flate determined beyond vt-

demption ! I do, now, upon this folemn occafion, when
the body and blood of Chrift, as broken and ilied for fm-

ners, is to be fet before you, by his warrant and authority,

befeech you, by the mercies of God, and pray you to be

reconciled unto him. Shall I be obliged, on this feafon

of joy, amidfl: fo bright a difplay of divine love, to un-

fheath the fword of almighty vengeance, and denounce the

terrors of the Lord ? No, my brethren, I rather chufe,

now, to befeech than to command, to invite than to threat-

en you ; to fliew you the wrath of God failing upon your

Saviour than upon yourfelves ; and Ihall not his love con-

ftrain you, ihall not his mercy perfuade you, not to reject

the counfel of God againft yourfelves ? Will you prefer

the pleafures of fin, carnal mirth, and fenfual riot, to all

the bleffed fruits of divine love ? You will fay, I fufpecc,

that you have but a cold notion of all this profufion of lan-

guage about joy in God ; it is becaufe you know it not.

Do but tade and fee, that the Lord is good ! I am fenfible,

however, it is in vain to fpeak to any but thofe v/ho are

weary of their fins ; and therefore I iliall only, in our Sa-

viour's words, call all thofe " who are weary and heavy
** laden to come unto him, that they may have reft." As
this ordinance is proper for ratifying former engagements,

fo it is alfo proper for entering into covenant with God,

and folemnly giving yourfelves to be his. And oh that this

may be a day and place, marked in the regifters of hea-

ven, when and where many joined themfelves to the Lord

in a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten or recalled !

3. The laflufe to be made of this fubjeft, is to fhov/

you what is your proper employment at the Lord's table.

It ought to be a joyful, thankful application of the blelfings

of Chrifi's purchafe to your fouls. Be ftrong in faith,

giving glory to God ; not only celebrate his love, but im-

prove it, by alklng, in faith, every thing neceflary to

Vol. IL O
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your fanQification and peace.—I fliall fhut up all, by de.

firing you to ufe the Pfalmifl's preface, in going unto

God, who fays, in the 3d verfe, " O fend out thy light

" and thy truth ; let them lead me, let them bring me in-

"- to thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles." In order to

raife and elevate your minds, to fix and engage your un-

fettled hearts, apply to God, who hath the hearts of all

men in his hand, that he would difpofe you for his fervice;

that he would Ihed abroad his love in your hearts, and

make you joyful in his houfe of prayer. And my earneft

prayer to God for you, is, that he would at this time, con-

vert fome, or (why fliould we limit him ?) every profane

fmner in this aflembly ; pull off the mafk of hypocrites,

and Ihew them their own likenefs ; that he would make it

a joyful communion to many of you, and a profitable com-

munion to all. Amen»
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Tji£ CHRISTIAN'S DISPOSITION under a SENSE o;

MERCIES RECEIVED.

SERMON 21.

PSALM cxvi. 7.

JReturn unto thy rest, my soiilj for the Lord hath decdi

hQuntifully xvith thee.

IT is the language of nature, as well as of grace, to cry

to God in diftrefs. When great extremity fliows the

vveaknefs of all other help, there remains fo much of God
written on the confciences even of the mod profligate, as

excites them to this duty. The truth of this obfervatioii

appears from many fcripture examples, as well as every

day's experience. But though bad men may cry to God
for deliverance from fufFering, they know little, if ^ny
thing at all, of returning to God in duty and gratitude, for

the mercy received, Pfal. Ixxviii. 34,—37. " When he
" flew them, then they fought him ; and they returned,
*' and inquired early after God. And they remembered
*' that God was their rock, and the high God their Redeem-
" er. Neverthelefs, they did flatter him with their mouth,
" and they lied unto him with their tongues. For their

*' heart was not right with him ; neither were they ftedfaR

" in his coven?nt." See alfo the account of the ten lepers,

Luke xvii. 12,— 17. " And as he entered into a certain

" village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which
';' flood afar ofF, and they lifted up their voices, and faid,
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*' Jefiigj Mailer, have mercy on us. And, v/hen he faw
'' them, he f tid unto them, go fhew yourfelves unto the
" priefts ; and it came to pafs, that, as they went, they
" were cleanfed. And one of them, when he faw that he
" was healed, turned back, and, with a loud voice, glori-

*' fied God, and fell down on his face, at his feet, giving
*' him thanks ; and he was a Samaritan : and Jefus an-
*' fwering, faid, Were there not ten cleanfed ? but where
" are the nine ?" They all cried alike for the cure ; but

the greateil part foon forgot their obligation to their mer-
ciful Saviour.

It is no way difBcult to account for this behavior in bad

nmen ; but, alas I it is melancholy to think how much of

this unhappy difpofition is to be found even in the befl.

When the prefTure of any trial is it\i, they flee to God as

their refuge and fecurity ; v/ith fervent fupplication, and

earned wrellling, they intreat his help. But, though we
mud not charge any fmcere fervant of God with an entire

forgetfulnefs of his goodnefs, or open defertion of his fer-

vice ; yet, I am afraid, that many are very defedlive in

this particular ; and that few, very it\\\ preferve the fame

folicitude to improve their mercies, as to obtain them.

My intention is to apply this to us, v^/ho have lately

been at the Lord's t^ible ; and, I hope, before going there,

not a f* 7 were earnefl; in their prayers for the divine pre-

fence. Urged by the fufferings of this mortal body, the

lofs of outward comTorts, the pov/er of inward temptati-

ons, or a defire of the return of an abfent God, or the

quickening of a flothful fpirit, they fought confolation in

this holy ordinance ; they went to feek the Lord, going

and weeping. I hope alfo, and believe, that many went

not in vain, but "found him whom their foul loved, found
" him, and would not let him go." All fuch ought to

imitate the Pfalmifl in the fpirit that breathes through the

whole of this Pfalm ; and, particularly, in the words of

my text : Return imto thy rest, my soul, for the Lord
bath dealt bountifully %vltb thee.

I need only fay, in a very few words, that the whole

Pfalm is an expreiTion of his gratitude for deliverance

from great fufferings, from enemies cruel and treacherous.
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They were alfo of an inward, as well as an outward kind,

as all his trials did ordinarily bring fin to remembrance,

and fill him with a humbling fenfe of the awful judgments

of a holy and righteous God. He feems alfo to have been

particularly exercifed in prayer to God his all-fufficient

help: ver. 3, 4. '' The forrows of death compafied me,
" and the pains of hell gat hold upon me : I found trouble

'* and forrow. Then called I upon the name of the Lord

;

" O Lord, I befeech thee, deliver my foul," He there-

upon celebrates the mercy of God, and v/earing the bonds

of love, defu'es toexprefs his obligations in the flrongeft

terms, and to fatisfy them by the mod chearful obedience:

verfe 12. " What fliali I render unto the Lord for all his

'^ benefits towards me :"

In difcourfing further, at this time, I fnall jufl: obferve,

that the words of the text contain the Pfalmift's refolution:

Return unto thy rest^ O my soul.—And the reafon on
which it is founded ; for the Lord hath dealt boumU
fully ivith thee. Thefe two, as applicable to the fervants

of God in general, and ourfelves in particular, I fhall dif-

tindly confider, not in tlie order of the words, but in the

order of nature.

L I ihall defcribe the ftate of thofe with whom God
hath dealt bountifully,

IL Explain the import of the Pfalmift's refolution,

which ought to be theirs: Return unto thy rest^ my soul.

And then ihall make fome pradical improvement of

the fubje(5l.

L Then, I (hall defcribe the ftate of thofe v/ith whom
God hath dealt bountifully; and I am juft to defcribe this,

in its great lines, from experience, befeeching every one
prefent to hear it with application ; and to add fuch cir-

cumilances to the feveral particulars, as will make them
completely fuitable to his ovv-n ftate—Obferve, then,

I. That the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thofe from

whom he hath removed any affiidlion under which they

groaned, and for deliverance from which they prayed.

—

If we would count our mercies, they are very many : and
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we often lofe both the relilh of them, and the benefit of

them, by not obferving them. Thofe who are delivered

fromficknefs, or the fear of it, in themfelves, or their rela-

tions, ought to be fenfible of the goodnefs of God, who
maketh them to lye down and rife up in fafety.—If any
had reafon to fear confinement from ordinances, or from

ufefulnefs, they fliould fay, with the Pfalmift, Pfal. cxviii.

1 6, 19. '* The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the

" right hand of the Lord doth valiantly. I fhall not die,

*' but live, and declare the works of the Lord ; the Lord
" hath chaftened me fore ; but he hath not given me over
" unto death. Open to me the gates of righteoufnefs ; I
" w\\\ go into them, and I will praife the Lord."—If any
were opprefled with calumny and reproach, and God hath

hidden them from the ftrife of tongues, hath pleaded their

caufe, or brought forth their "judgment as the light, and
" their righteoufnefs as the noon-day," The Pfalmill

fays, Pfal. cxviii. 10,— 14, " All nations compafTed me
*' about ; but in the name of the Lord will I deftroy them.
" They compafTed me about, yea, they compafled me
*•* about; but, in the name of the Lord, I will defiroy them.
" They compafled me about like bees ; they are quenched
" as the fire of thorns ; for, in the name of the Lord, I

*' will defi:roy them. Thou halt thrufl: fi^re at me, that I

" might fall ; but the Lord helped me : the Lord is my
'' ilrength and fong, and is become my falvation.'' If

any are delivered from the fear of want, and a reafonable

profpedl given them of competent and fuitable provifioii

for themfelves and families ; if they can remember the

time, whether lately or at a greater diftance, when they

feemed to be threatened with poverty and dependance,

and all the fliame, diftrefs, and temptation that attends

that enfnaring fi:ate; if, I lay, they can remember this, and

fee how God, by a gracious providence, has led them by

the hand ; has given them food to eat and raiment to put

on, and even honored them with the ability and the heart

to flretch out their hands to the poor and needy, the father-

lefs and the widow; furely he hath dealt bountifully with

them. They ought to fa}^ with the Pfalmift, Pfal. xxiii. 5,
" Thou prepared a table before me in the prefence of
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** mine enemies : thou anointed my head with oil, my
" cup runneth over."—If any have been burdened with a

ienfe of guilt, the arrows of the Lord within them, and th&

poifon thereof drinking up their fouls, and God hath re-

vealed himfelf to them, as pardoning iniquity, tranfgreffi-

on, and fm ; if they have been enabled to lay hold, with

clearnefs and confidence, of the great atonement, they

have furely tailed of his love : Or, if a fpirit of bondage

and flavifh fear has given a forbidding afpecl to the paths

of piety, or hath brought a gloom and darknefs upon the

paths of providence, and it hath pleafed God to fpeak

peace to their fouls, by the Spirit of confolation, they will

fay with the Pfalmift, Pfalm ciii. i,
''' Blefs the Lord, O

" my foul, and all that is within me, blefs his holy name."

—Or, finally, if any hath complained of a dead, fiothful,

fecure frame, refting too eafily in the form, and minding

little of the power of godlinefs, and it hath pleafed God
to touch tlieir hearts and lips wnth a live-coal from off his

altar ; to command their attention by his word ; to excite

their afFedlions in his worfhip, and to give a new flrain of

Watchfulnefs and tendernefs to the whole of their conver-

fation : they have furely the greatefl: reafon to fay, *' Re-
" turn unto thy reft, O m.y foul, for the Lord hath dealt

*' bountifully with thee."

2. The Lord hath dealt bountifully with you, if you

can obferve a particular mark and fignature of his provi-

dence in your mercies. It is one thing to receive the

bounty of providence, and another to difcern and confefs

the hand that beftows it. Even with regard to the bleiT-

ings that are, in a great meafure, common to every thing

that lives, it is a matter of the highefi: moment, -and of

great influence in religion, to have a deep and ferious con-

viction from whom they flow, to be fenfible of the abfo-

luteand conftantdependance of every creature upon God.

It places us immediately in our Maker's prefence ; for,

as the apoftle Paul fays, A6ts xvii. 27, "—He is not far

" from every one of us. For in him v/e live, and move-j

" and have our being."

But though this is not to be neglected, I have fomething

farther in view, viz. When we can obferve the particular



112 The Christian''s disposition under

ilepsof providence, as well as the gracious intention of It,

as the fruit of fpecial and diflinguifliing love. The foot-

Iteps of Providence are to be ktw often in the means,

—

in the feafon,—and in the nature of the mercy.

ifh When the means by which any mercy is brought

about are extraordinary, and far beyond the reach of hu-

man wifdom, it ferves tofliow that God himfelf hath been

their help. Sometimes the children of God are left to

prove the weaknefs of all created help, and to be urged in

a manner to the brink of defpair, that their dehverance

may be the more fignal, and rriay the more evidently

point out the very finger of God. "What a mercy is it,

when the enemies of good men wait for their halting, and

hope to overcome them, and yet they are remarkably de-

livered, and out of weaknefs are made flrong ? See how
the Pfalinill prays, Pfal. Ixxxvi. i6, 17. '^ O turn unto
" me, and have mercy upon me. Give thy ftrength unto
" thy fervant, and fave the fon of thine handmaid. Shew
-* me a token for good, that they v/hich hate me may fee

*'•
it, and be afliamed; becaufe thou, Lord, hafl ho!pen

" me, and comforted me.'*

2dly. Sometimes the providence of God is feen in the

feafon of the mercy. It is bellowed when it is mod need-

ed, or when it may be of greatefl ufe. When the faith of

his people is beginning to fail, it frequently meets with

imexpe&d and eminent fupport, Pf. Ixxiii. 2, "But as

" for me, my feet were almofl gone : my (leps had well

" nigh flipt." V. 10. " Therefore his people return hi-

" ther : and v/aters of a full cup are wrung out to them."

Pfalm xclv. 16, 17, 18, 19. "Who will rife up for me
*' again it the evil doers ? or who will fland up for me
'' againd the v/orkers of iniquity ? Unlefs the Lord had
*' been my help, my foul had almoft dwelt in filence.

" When 1 faidj my foot llippeth ; thy mercy, O Lord,

" held me up. In the multitude of my thoughts within

" me, thy comforts delight my foul." When they have

duties of importance before them, they have fometimes

fuch fupplies of grace and (Irength given them, as to carry

them through with comfort and with credit. Sometimes,

to prepare them for trials which may be before them, they
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have uncommon meafares of confolation from above; and
lometimes under or after trials, for their fupport and com-

fort, they meet with all in the Creator, and much more
than they loll in the creature. And I hope, my brethren,

many have caufe to adore the wifdom., as well as the

grace of God in public ordinances, that directs his minif-

ters, as well as his Spirit, to fuch inllruclions as may be

m.oil fuitable, both to the wants and the defires of his

faints. Kow excellent is found inftruftion, at any rate 1

But what a new beauty and excellency does is acquire,

in the eyes of that perlbn, to whofe inward complaints it

is diredlly fuited ? We may fay of it as Solomon fays,

Proverbs xv. 23, " A man hath joy by the anfA^er of his

" mouth ; and a word fpoken in due feafon, how good is

" it
?'' XXV. II. "A word fitly fpoken is like apples

" of gold in pictures of fdver." Ifaiah 1. 4. " The Lord
" God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I

" Ihould know how to fpeak a word in feafon to him that

" is weary.''

3dly. Once more : The fignature of Providence is

fometimes feen in the nature of the mercy, when it i§ ex-

actly fuited to the ftate and chara6ter of the perfon con-

cerned. Our temper, ftation, duties, have in them a very

great diverfity ; and there is frequently an opportunity to

obferve how God difpenfes his gifts with wifdom and pro-

priety. If he gives to the rich, humility, thankfulnefs, or

liberality ; to the poor, patience, truft, and refignation

:

If he keeps the weak from temptation and trial ; and fills

with fortitude thofe who are to meet with refiftance ; and,

in general, accommodates his mercies to their apparent

neceflity, can it be denied, that he deals bountifully with

them. We are taught this truth in a very tender paflTage,

Pfal. ciii. 13,14. ''Like as a father pitieth his children,

" fo the Lord pitieth them that fear him ; for he knoweth
" our frame ; he remembereth that we are duft." In ma-
ny inftances, indeed, this kindnefs and condefcenfion is

to be obferved both in the nature of mercies, and in the

meafure of affliQions, Ifa. xxvii. 8. " In meafure, when
** it fhooteth forth, thou wilt debate w^ith it ; he ilavcth

Vol. IL P
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" his rough wind in the day of the eaft wind." This leads

me to oblerve,

3. That the Lord deals bountifully with his people,

when he gives them a clear and fatisfying view of the fa-

lutary end, and enables Uiem to make a fantlified ufe

both of their trials and mercies. I need not tell you, that

calamities of various kinds are infeparable from this flate

of mortality and of fm ; neither need I tell you that the

children of God never were, nor ever Ihall be exempted
from their fhare. But, as their mercies have a quite dif-

ferent nature and influence, from thofe v/hich are bellow-

ed upon a carelefs, fecure world ; fo their trials have a pe-

culiar direction, and are capable of a fpiritual improve-

ment : nay, they are reprefented in fcripture, as the fruit

and evidence of love, Heb. xii. 5. " And ye have forgot-

*' ten the exhortation which fpeaketh unto you as unto
" children, My fon, defpife not thou the chafiening of the
'-'- Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. '* Pfalm
Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33. " If his children forfake my law,

" and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my lla-

" tutes, and keep not my commandments, then will I

*• vifit their tranfgreffion with the rod, and their iniquity

" with ftripes : neverthelefs, my loving-kindnefs will I

*' not utterly take from him, nor fuller my faithfulnefs to

*' fail."

Now, my brethren, fometimesthe children of God may
ftruggle for a feafon under affliclions, and find much diffi-

culty to adhere lledfaftly to their duty : nay, what do I

fay ? truly they may fin not a little by impatience in their

hearts, and fpeaking unadvifedly with their lips, as well

as by finking under the ftroke, and manifefling unbelief

and dillrufi: in the rock of their falvation. They may be

alfo greatly at a lofs to interpret the language of Provi-

dence, and difcover the caufe of God's controverfy with

them. They may fay, with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxvii. 6,

—9, "I call to remembrance my fong in the night; I

" commune with mine own heart, and my fpirit made di-

*' ligent fearch. Will the Lord caft off forever ? and will
'* he be favorable no more ? Is his mercy clean gone for-

*' ever ? Doth his promife fail for evermore ? Hath God
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" forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger fhut up his

" tender mercies? Selah." Or, with Job, Job x. i,—3,
'* My foul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint
" upon myfelf; I will fpeak in the bitternefs of my foul.

" I will fay unto God, do not condemn me ; fliew me
** wherefore thou contendeft with me. Is it good unto
" thee, that thou fhouldeft opprefs ? that thou Ihouldefl

" defpife the work of thine hands, and (liine upon the

" counfel of the wicked ?"

But what a mercy is it, when it pleafeth God to recon-

cile our minds to the will of his providence ; to fet home
upon the confcience his right of fovereignty ; his title to

difpofe of our perfons, our reputation, our fabftance, our

relations, without exception, and without condition, even

as he will. O how happy ! to be able to fay, with our

fufFering Saviour, " O my Father, if it be poffible, let this

'• cup pafs from me ! neverthelefs, not as I will, but as

" thou wilt. And, again, if this cup may not pafs away
" from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." Is this

unreafonable ? Nothing lefs. Should he not do what he

will with his own ? Is it impoffible ? BlefTed be God, it is

far from it. Hov/ happy, my brethren, to have our cor-

ruptions mortified by fuffering ! to have the fpirit broken

by contrition and penitence, when the body is broken by
ficknefs or diftrefs ; to weaken our attachment to the

world, when it is fhowing its inftability and uncertainty

as our pofieffion ; to hate the fin for which, and not the

God by whom the flroke is inflidled, let it be of what na-

ture foever it will ? O how happy to have divine confo-

lation under fufFering ! an angel from heaven firengthen-

ing us ! the foul following hard after God ! when the be-

liever is enabled to delight himfelf in God, even in the

abfence of all outward comfort ! and to fay with Hab. iii.

17, 18, '' Although the fig-tree fhall not blofTom, neither

" Ihall fruit be in the vines ; the labor of the olive fliall

" fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat ; the flock fhall

" be cut off from the fold, and there fhall be no herd in the

" flails; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the
" God of my falvation T' O how happy is it, when we
experience the fandtifying effedls of fuffering, to be able to
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look back upon it, and find the bitternefs and feverity-

over, or mitigated by time, but the fruits of it remaining,

and daily gathering ftrength ! One affli6lion, truly fanc-

tiiied, prepares the mind for others to follow, and makes
them both more tolerable, and more ufeful. He who has

fought, and found confolation in God, under one affli6lion,

is refreflied, braced, and armed for another combat ; he is

not fo much afraid of new and unknown enemies, becaufe

he knows where to find fure and e&'Clual fupport. There

is fomething very noble and animated in that part of the

apoftle Paul's difcourfe to the elders of Ephefus, which

relates to his iufterings for the gofpel, A6ts xx. 22, 23, 24,
^' And now, behold, I go bound in the fpirit unto Jerufa-

" lem, not knowing the things that fliali befal me there ;

*' fave that the Holy Ghoft witnefleth in every city, fay-

'' ing, that bonds and afliidijons abide me. But none of
^' thele thincrs move me ; neither count I my life dear
*' unto my felt, To that I might finifh my courfe with joy,

*^ and the miniftry which 1 have received of the Lord Je-
" fus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God." I cannot

go through either every kind of fufFering, or every kind of

benefit we may receive from it ; but we have the pleafure

of feeing the fcripture faints, both in the Old and New
Teflament, bearing witnefs to the falutary confequence of

affliction. Thus IDavid fays, Pfal. cxix. 67, ''Before I

" was afflicted, I went aflray ; but now have I kept thy
*' word ••" and verfe 71, *'It is good for me that I have
" been affli£led, that I might learn thy ftatutes." And
the apoftle Paul, Rom. v. 3. " And not onJy {o, but we
" glory in tribulation alfo, knowing that tribulation work-
*' eth patience." And fo certain is this truth, that, I am
perfuaded, there is no ferious exercifed perfon among us,

but is willing to llrengthen the evidence by his own tefti-

mony.
I may add, that the Lord deals very bountifully with

thofe to vv/hom he gives the fandtified ufe of their mercies ;

when in general mercies have not led to fecurity or pride,

but to thankfulnefs, and even to a holy concern to im-

prove them to the glory of God ; when great abundance

of outward poffeiTions has not led to fenfuality, or profa-
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nity, or hardnefs of heart ; but, on the contrary, to hu-

mility, ufefulnefs, hberality ; when a numerour, or grow-

ing family, children fpringing up as olive plants round

about the table, only fill the parents v/ith a tender concern

to train them up in the fear of God, and feafon their young

hearts with early impreffions of religion; when, inilead of

a foolifh jealoufy or ambition to have your children more
fumptuoufly drefied than others, your great care is to have

them kept from the fociety of the vicious, and to have them
no way behind the very bell accompliflied in every branch

of ufeful knowledge ; when you are favored with the ef-

teem and afFedtion of others, and God enables you to im-

prove your influence by zeal and diligence in doing good.

Thefe are all fandified mercies ; and, as the Lord deals

bountifully with thofe on whom they are bedov/ed from

time to time ; fo, in a61:s of folemn worfnip, it is an un-

fpeakable happinefs, when fuch views are taken of our

ftate and fituation, and of the afpe6t of providence tov/ards

us, as ferve to confirm and flrengthen every holy difpofiti-

on, and lead us in the paths of truth and righteoufnefs.

In the

4Lh, And lafi: place, The Lord hath dealt bountifully

with thofe whom he hath admitted to the molt intimate

and fpiritual communion with himfelf ; thofe whom he

hath carried above the fphere of temptation, filled them
with fenfible joy in the Holy Ghoft here, and earned de-

fires after the complete and perpetual enjoyment of his

prefence in heaven. My brethren, it is no contemptible

communion with God, when the foul is poured out in

penitential forrow, filled with hatred of fin, with a love

of God's laws, or fubm,iffion to his providence ; when the

Spirit Ihines with clearnefs either on commands or pro-

mifes, and makes the heart approve and rell in them; but

there are alfo fpecial happy feafons, when the believer may
be faid to leave his mercies, trials, fins, and duties, alto-

gether at a difi:ance, and to rejoice in the contemplation
of an infinite God. He is the proper objei^ of the higheil'

efieem, and moft ardent love of every reafonable creature :

he is the immediate objed of delight and wonder to the

eleillal ho!ls; and fometimes he vouchfafcs fome degree
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ofthe like exalted joy even to the faints on earth. It

feems to have been the defire of Mofes, when he fays,

Exod. xxxiii. i8, *'—I befeech thee fliew me thy glory/'

And the fame feems to have been the happy attainment

of the difciples on the mount of transfiguration ; of which

fee the account, Matth. xvii. i,—4, "And after fix days,
"-^ Jefus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and
" bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was
" transfigured before them, and his face did fliine as the

" fun, and his raiment was white as the light ; and, be-

*' hold, there appeared unto them Mofes and Elias talking

*' with him. Then anfwered Peter, and faid unto Jefus,

" Lord, it is good for us to be here : if thou wilt, let us
^^ make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for

" Mofes, and one for Elias." The luflre of their Matter's

appearance, and what they heard of his intercourfe with

the two inhabitants of heaven, feems to have made them

quite forget that they had any thing to do on earth : or, at

leafl:, made them very unwilHng to return to their former

ilate.

How {hall I explain this, or bring it down to the con-

ception of worldly men ? Perhaps it is wrong to attempt

it ; but, lefi: any Ihould go away, fpeaking with contempt

or indignation of communion with God, as extravagance,

cnthufiafm, and folly, I (hall take leave to fupport it by

the following illufi:ration. Suppofe any of you were, as

perhaps you have been, admitted to the fight of fome ex-

ceeding fi:range and wonderful appearance in nature or

art
;

' will not this fometimes fill you with inexpreflible

furprife and delight? will it not, for a time, quite fufpend

your attention to any thing elfe ? Your bufinefs, cares,

fears, and other pleafares, will be all forgotten for a feafon.

Now, if this is the cafe, I defire to know, why the glory

of the true God, difcovered in his word, and illufirated

by his Spirit, may not, or ought not to be the fubje6l of

the greatefl: wonder, and molt exalted pleafure, to thofe

who truly love him ? The truth is, there is fo much to be

feen, that is furprifing and afioni flung, both in the nature

and works of God, in creation, providence, and redemp-

tion, that the only thing that hinders us from dwelling
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with delight on this great fubje(Sl, is the fmfulnefs of our

nature, which too ftrongly prompts us to flee from him.

When therefore the behever is freed from the apprehen-

fions of guilt, and goes to God, as his God, in gratitude

and duty, it is no wonder that he tafi.es a little of that un^

fpeakable joy that is at his right hand. I doubt not, but

many will fay this is true. O let but the light of his re-

conciled countenance fhine upon me, let me be but free

from the doubt, fufpicion, and fear, fuggefled by my fms,

and heaven would immediately begin to dawn upon my
foul

!

As intimate communion with God may be faid to bring

down fomething of heaven to earth, fo it always carries

the defires of the foul from earth to heaven. It is not on-

ly made up of faith and contemplation in the prefent ilate,

but of hope, which breathes after further difcovcries in a

ftate of greater perfection. It not only increafes defire,

but helps our conceptions. The foul, if I may fpeak {o^

climbs up to the fummit of prefent enjoyments, that it

may fee the farther into what flill remains. It fays, as it

were, if fuch the glory and lufire of the outer court, what

muft be the unvailed fplendor of the holy of holies. You
fee the apofl:le Paul makes this ufe of comparative refledi-*

ons, 1 Cor. xiii. 9,— 12, " For we know in part ; and
" we prophefy in part ; but when that which is perfect is

" come, then that which is in part Ihall be done away.
" When I was a child, I fpake as a child, I underflood as

" a child, I thought as a child ; but, when I became a
" man, I put away childifli things: for now we fee through
*' a glafs darkly ; but then face to face : now I know in

" part, but then Ihall I know even as alfo I am known,*'

I John iii. 2.—" And it doth not yet appear what we fiiall

" be; but we know, that v/hen he ihall appear, we fhall

*^ be like him ; for we Ihall fee him as he is."

Alas! my brethren, that intimate communion with

God fhould be fo rare, and that fo few of us fhould attain

to the difpofition of the Apoftle of the Gentiles, who defi-

red " to depart and to be with Chrift, which is far better."

Let us be alhamed of it. Surely many of us have tailed

a good deal, and feen a good deal more of the vanity of
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the world, which ought to wean our affedlions from it.

Happ3% happy they ! who can ufe the Language of the

apoille to the PhiUppians, Phil, iii. 2C, 21. '' For our
*' converfation is in heaven, from whence allb we look for

*' the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift ; who fhall change
" our vile body, that it may be fafliioned like unto his

" glorious body, according to the working, whereby he is

*' able even to fubdue all things unto himfelf." And,
Titus ii. 13. ''Looking for that blelTed hope, and the glo-

" rious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour, Je-
" fus Chrilt." That there are fome who have been for-

merly, and of late, fo happily vifited with the divine prc-

fence, i have little doubt; and to as many as have been fo,

furely I am warranted to fay, the Lord hath dealt boiinti'

fully with you,

II. I come now to the fecond thing propofed, viz. to

explain the import of the Pfalmifl's refolution, or his ex-

hortation to his own foul, which all in the fame fituation

ought to imitate, Return unto thy rest^ my soul. It

may, perhaps, be fuppofed only to imply, that he refolves

to forget his anxiety and care, and folace himfelf in that

ilate of quiet and fecurity to which he was happily brought

by the kindnefs of Providence ; but though, no doubt,

this may be confidered as, in part, the meaning of the

words, I cannot think it is the whole. It would be doing

great injury to the holy Pfalmifl, to fuppofe that he was

not carried upward, in his views, to the Author of his refl,

or to God himfelf, as the reft of his foul. The whole

Pfalm, indeed, breathes his piety and gratitude to God

;

and his defire of teftifying it by every proper and accepta-

ble exprefiion. Taking the words, therefore, in this

light, we may fuppofe them to imply the following parti-

culars :

I. Return, and give the praife where it is due ; and

humbly acknowledge God as the author of thy mercies.

Lie had, as we fee by the preceding verfes, earneftly im-

plored help from God in his diilrefs ; and now defires to

confefs that it came from no other quarter. We are ex-

ceeding ready to fail in this particular; fometimes we
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look upon the outward means and vifible inftruments of

our deliverance, and forget the Supreme Difpofer of all

events, who employs them, dire<Ss them, and bleiTes

them. Sometimes vvc embrace the mercy itfeif with fo

much complacency, that w^e forget both our former necef-

fity, and the author of our dehverance. In oppofition to

both thefe, it is our indifpcnfable duty, to afcribe every

mercy we receive, and every deliverance with which wo.

are favored, to God, as its proper author, and to cffc^

him the tribute of praife, and to blcfs his name for ever.

James i. 17. *' Every good gift, and every perfeCl gift is

" from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights."

I admire the manner of fpeaking frequently found in Icrip-

ture, where the kindnefs of men towards us is immedi-
ately and exprefsly attributed to the agency of God, Gen.
xxxix. 21. "But the Lord was with Jofeph, and Ihewed
" him mercy, and gave him favor in the fight of the keeper
" of the prifon.'* A6ls vii. 9, 10. "And the patriarchs,
** moved with envy, fold Jofeph into Egypt; but God was
** with him, and delivered him out of all his afilidions,

'' and gave him favor and wifdom in the light of Pharaoh,
'* King of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt,
" and all his houfe." Dan. i. 9. "Now God had brought
*' Daniel into favor and tender love with the Prince of
" the eunuchs."

How great a duty, and how important a part of religi-

on, praife and thanklgiving to God are, may be feen in

every page of the holy fcripture, both in the way of pre-

cept and example, Deut. viii. 10. " When thou haft eat-

" en, and art full, then thou fhalt blefs the Lord thy God,
** for the good land which he hath given tliee." Piahn
cxxxvi. I, 2, 3. "Ogive thanks unto the Lord, for he
" is good ; for his mercy endureth for ever. Ogive
** thanks unto the God of gods; for his mercy endurethr

"forever. O give thanks to the Lord of lords ; for his

" mercy endureth for ever." Pfal. ciii. i, 2, 3. " Blefs

" the Lord, O my foul, and all that is v/ithin me, blefs

** his holy name. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and for-

" get not all his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine inlqui-

*' ties ; who healeth ail thy difeafes." Pfalm cxiv. i, 2.

Vol. IL Q_^
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*' I will extol thee, my God, O king ; and I will blefs

*' thy name for ever and ever. Every day will I blefs

"• thee ; and I will praife thy name for ever and ever.'*

And that this duty ought particularly to be difcharged by
thofe who have been highly favored of God in any refpe6t,

is very plain. Though the glory of God is the fubje6t of

habitual adoration, and the conftant courfe of his bounty,

the fubjedl: of habitual gratitude, yet new and fpecial mer-

cies, give, as it were, a new fpring, and add flrength and
vigor to the foul in this exercife. Our praifes ought to

be particular, as well as general ; and thofe who obferve

and record the fpecial inftances of divine mercy toward

them, v/ill find a fulnefs of heart in this duty, to which

they are perfect ftrangers, who fatisfy themfelves with a

general and indifcriminate acknowledgment of the divine

bounty. Many of the Pfalms of David are monuments
of his gratitude, for particular interpofitions of Providence

in his behalf, and bear particular marks of reference to the

time and circumflances of his dillrefs.

I only add, upon this fubjed, that the Pfalmift might

well fay, in this fenfe, Return unto thy rest^ my soul

;

for a tender and aife6\ionate acknowledgment of the mer-

cies of God, not only makes us find our refl in him, but

makes his mercies reft with us; it increafes the fweetnefs

of every comfort ;— it purifies its nature ;—it prolongs its

duration.—It increafes the fweetnefs of it : for this I ap-

peal to the experience of every child of God. Do you
evertafle fo much real delight in any mercy, as when you
pour out your heart to God in gratitude for beftowing it ;
even in gifts from men we are fometimes fenfible of a

higher value in them, on account of the perfon who gave

them, than any worth they have in themfelves. This

holds, in the ftrongeil manner, with regard to God ; the

more we return our mercies in praife to the giver, the

niore we pofTcfs them, and the greater richnefs we difco-

verin them.—It alfo purifies their nature. Many inflan-

ces of divine goodnefs regard our flate and circumflances

in the prefent life ; they are the objedls of fenfible grati-

fication, as well as religious gratitude. Now, when we
obferve and celebrate the kindnefs of him that bellows
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them, they not only flrengthen the body, but fanflify the
foul. Is it not fomething more than barely outward pro-

viljon, when we fay with the Plalmift, Pfalm xxiii. 5,
5' Thou preparell a table before me, in the prefence of
** mine enemies; thou anointed my head with oil ; my
" cup runneth over?"—Again, it prolongs the duration
of our mercies. One of the confequences of the weaknefs
and imperfedlion of the prefent flate, is, that we are ready
foon to forget our mercies, and to lofe the relifh of them.
In how many inftances do we find, that what gave us great

and fenfible pleafure at firft, becomes, in time, habitual,

and, at laft, indifferent to us ? Now, praifing, and confeff-

ing the goodnefs of God in them, ferves to write them up-
on our hearts ; to continue the fvveetnefs of common mer-
cies ; and keep up the memory of fjgnal mercies, or thofe

of an extraordinary kind. Health, flrength, provifion,

and comfort, when they are not interrupted, are apt to be
quite overlooked ; but the daily acknowledgment of di-

vine goodnefs, gives us not only the poflcfiion, but the ufe

of them. Signal mercies, in time, flip out of the memo-
ry, but the more we have acknowledged them, they will

be the more eafily recalled to remembrance. I have
known inftances of pious perfons appointing fixed days of
thankfgiving for extraordinary deliverances, which ferved

to renew their fenfe of them, and gave them fome degree,

at leaft, of the fame joy and gratitude which they felt when
the event happened. Some alfo, by keeping a record in

writing of the paths of divine providence toward them,
are able to read them over at proper times in their order,

to compare them together, and thus, as it were, to have

a rich feaft upon a whole life of mercies, the remembrance
of many of vrhich would otherwife have been effaced by
time.

2. This exprelTion may imply returning to God, and
delighting in him as our reconciled God, and fupreme
portion and happinefs. This is indeed the reft of the gra-

cious foul, which gives him more joy than all outward
poifeflions taken together. Hi's outv/ard pofTefTions have
no value, but as they flow from it, and lead back to it.

He fays with the Pfalmift, PfaL iv. 6, 7, 8, " There bs



124 The Christian's disposition under

" many that fay, V/ho will fhow us any good ? Lord,
" lift thou up the li^^ht of thy countenance upon us. Thou
*' haft put gladnefs in my heart, more than in the time
" that their corn and their wine increafed. I will both
*' lay me down in peace and fieep : for thou Lord only
*' makefl me dwell in fafety. Pfai. ixxiii. 23, 25. Never-
" theiefs I am continually with thee : thou haft holden me
*' by my right hand. Thou fhalt guide me with thy coun-
*' fel, and afterv/ard receive me to glory. Whom have I

'' in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth that

" 1 defire befides thee.'' Now, my brethren, this reft is

frequently difturbed, and meets with interruption in the

prefent life. Sin is the chief caufe of inteiTuption ; it

raifes an interpofmg cloud, and feparates between God
and us. But it is alfo fometimes interrupted by aiiiidicn,

and diftreifes of various kinds. Thefe two caufes have a

mutual relation, and a mutual influence one upon another.

Aftlidl.ions bring lin to remembrance, and fin fqueezesthe

bittereil ingredients into the cup of ai?u«51:ion ; fo that it

fometimes becomes a cup of trembHng. The believer is

often ready to miftake the rod of fatherly correction for the

extei niinating ftroke of avenging juuice : hence the bitter

and heart m.elting complaints of many of the children of

God. Job vi. 4. "' For the arrows of the Almighty are

" within me, the poifon whereof drinketh up my fpirit,

*' the terrors of God do let themfelves in array again it me."

Pfal. xlii. 6, 7. " O my God, my foul is call down with-

" in me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of

" Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.
'' Deep calleth unto deep at the noife of thy water-fpouts :

" all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.*' Lam.
ill. I,—4. " lam the man that hath feen affiidion by the

" rod of his wrath. He hath led me and brought me in-

*' to darknefs, but not into light. Surely againft me is he
^' turned, he turneth his hand againft me all the day. My
" flefti and my &in hath he made old, he hath broken my
*' boufs."

While this continues, the believer is excluded from his

reft ; and indeed the more peace he can take in any thing,

while at a diftance from Gcd, lb much the worfe fign it
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is of his charader ; fo much the more fearful fymptom of

his Hate. But when the Lord hath loofened his bonds,

lifted up his countenance upon him, and given him peace,

is it not proper and natural for him to fay. Return itnto

thy rest, my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully

with thee. When he hath feen the marks of dillinguifh-

ing love in his mercies ; when he hath tailed confolation

under fufFering, or communion with God, in public or in

fecret, will not this difpofe him to refl in God, to improve
the happy feafon, and defire its continuance ? All things

elfe are vain, and have proved their vanity, but complete
fatisfadlion is here.

1 have no doubt, my brethren, that this is, if not the

only, yet one of the chief fenfes, in which we ought to un-
deriland thefe words. Reft, you know, fuppofes labor,

and even wearinefs before. Reft alfo feems to imply that

v/hich is the end of labor, or the deftre of the weary. It

alfo fignifies that which is to continue, or that we wiih to

continue without further change. In this fenfe it is ufed,

Pfal. cxxxii. 8, and 14, " Arife, O Lord, into thy reft,

" thou and the ark of thy ftrength. This is my reft for
** ever; here will I dwell; fori have defired it:" which
refers to the ark of the teftimony taking a fixed abode, and
being no more carried about from place to place. The
fame fenfe is conveyed to us by Heb. iv. 9, " There re-
'* maineth therefore a reft to the people of God." When,
therefore, the Pfalmift fays, Return unto thy rest, my
soul, it means that God, and his favor, was his fupreme
and ultimate defire, the very centre of his hope. Is it

not fo with every real fervant of God ? All true religion

points to, and ends in this. All religion, without this, is

an empty form. And when we return to this, after any
interruption, is it not like the diftrefied mariner, after

having been driven about in a tempeftuous ocean, and
threatened every moment with deftruftion by the rifmg

billows, at laft obtaining fight, and entering with heart-

felt joy into a haven of fecurity and peace ?

3. In the laft place, this expreflion implies a confidence
and reliance on God for protedlion and fecurity againft

future dangers. This feems neceflary to the complete-
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nefs and perfe6llon of any deliverance. The danger may
be warded ofF for a feafon ; if there is ground to fear its

immediate or fpeedy return, the flate is very precarious,

and the comfort very imperfedl ; but thofe who are deli-

vered from fear of evil, and think they can depend upon

their defence and guard, have received a deliverance in-

deed.

Now, this is the view which a believer is particularly

led to take of God, as his fure and all-fufficient help. He
confiders the greatnefs of his power, the operation of his

providence, and the faithfulnefs of his promife. How of-

ten does the Pfalmifl exprefs, in the moft triumphant

manner, his dependance upon God? Pfal. xviii. i, 2, 3.

*' I will love thee, O Lord, my flrength. The Lord is

'' my rock, and my fortrefs, and my deliverer ; my God,
'* my flrength, in whom I will truft ; my buckler, and the

«' horn of my falvation, and my high tower. I will call

*' upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praifed ; fo Ihall I

^' be faved from mine enemies." Pfal. Ixii. 5, 6, 7. " My
" foul, wait thou only upon God ; for my cxpediation is

*' from him. He only is my rock and my falvation ; he
«' is my defence ; I fhall not be moved. In God is my
** falvation and my glory ; the rock of my flrength, and
*' my refuge is in God." Pfal. cxlvi. ^,6. " Happy is he
'^ that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whofe hope is

^' in the Lord his God ; v^^hich made heaven and earth,

" the fea, and all that therein is, which keepeth truth for

" ever.'*

My brethren, this truft and dependance on God is a

very confiderable part of the reft and comfort of the be-

liever's foul. He is, on all hands, furrounded with ene-

mies, liable to fufFering, expofed to temptations. The
more he knoweth of himfelf, the more he feels his own in-

herent weaknefs and infufhciency. But, in God, he fees

full and adequate provifion for all his wants, Pfalmxxxiv.

22. " The Lord redeemeth the foul of his fervants; and
" none of them that truft in him fhall be defolate."

This truft is alfo, in a particular manner, generated, by
remembring the paft goodnefs, or by a fenfe of the recent

mercy of God. We have daily experience of our ov.n
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vveaknefs and unfleadinefs in this refpedl. When our

hopes are in any meafure difappointed ; when calamities

threaten ; when aiIlic"\ions vifit us, we are ready to yield

to the dark fuggeflions of fear and defpondence ; but

when we contemplate the great goodnefs of God on for-

mer occafions, or when we have met with any fmgular

manifeftation of his grace and favor, it ferves to flrength-

en our confidence, and often, indeed, to cover us with

Ihame for our unbelief and diftrufl. On the Vv'hole, then,

a believer who imitates the Pfalmid in this exprelTion,

Return unto thy rest^ my soid^ may be fuppofed to fay,

" Thou haft tafted, O my foul, of the loving kindnefs of
" God I he hath brought thee out of deep waters ; he hath
" calmed thy fears ; he hath fet thy feet upon a rock ; he
" hath eftablifhed thy goings ; Blufli, blufh ! when thou
" conlidereft how eafily thy confidence was ihaken ; how
" prone thou waft to fmk under afflidlion ; and, upon every
" new trial, to doubt his power, and diftruft his promife.

" But, now, return unto thy reft ; lay afide thy fears,

" which have fo unhappy an influence both on thy pro-
*' grefs and comfort. Commit thy ways to him, and he
" will bring thy defires to pafs."

I come now, in the laft place, to make feme practical

improvement of what hath been faid : And, ift, From
what hath been faid, you may obferve one great branch of

the fmfulnefs of the world in general ; forgetfulnefs of

God ; and unthankfulnefs for his mercies. How little

fenfe of the divine goodnefs is in the hearts of men ? how
formal, cold, and frozen their language in praife ? how
languid their endeavors to ferve him, from whofe indul-

gent hand every blefTmg they enjoy flows ? One would
think that here might be fome hold even of worldly men,
who have not wholly extinguifhed the light of natural

confcience. The greateft part of this difcourfe has been
dire6led to thofe of another charadler. Suffer me, now,
to fpeak a little immediately to them. You are not infenfi-

ble to worldly comforts ; on the contrary, you love them
too ardently ; you feek them too eagerly ; you indulge

them too liberally. Confider, I befeech you, who it is that
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beftowed tliem ; who it is, that, when he pleafeth, can
blaft them to you, or withdraw them from you. O the

blindnefs and infatuation of mortal men ! How p?.iling

and tranfitory are all created comforts ! How certain and
fpeedy the approach of death and judgnient ! Think what
return you have made for all the goodnefs of God toward

you from the womb even till now. And let me beg every

hearer to recoiled hov/ far he ftands indebted to God for

continued health, for plentiful provifion, for remarkable

deliverances, for early inftrudion, for providential warn-

ings. And if God, by his Spirit, has raifed conviclions

in your minds, or earneflly pleaded with you in his gofpel,

in what a terrifying light will all this defpifed goodnefs

appear, when you come to the brink of that gulf which fe-

parates you from an eternal world, but, above all, when
you appear before God in an unembodied flate ? It is my
duty to fet this before you with plainnefs and fidelity ; it

is your prefent privilege, that you hear the things that be-

long to your everlafting peace. May God hinifelf write

them upon your hearts, and conftrain you to flee, by faith,

to the blood of fprinkling, which fpeaketh better things

than the blood of Abel.

2dly. Let me alfo befeech every ferious perfon, who
now hears me, to confider how far he hath finned againd

God and his own comfort, by forgetting the goodnefs of

God, both in common and fpecial mercies, ft is fur-

prifmg to think how little we make confcience of this du-

ty, and even when it is remembered in fome meafure, in

what a lifelefs, heartlefs manner it is performed. How
little proportion is there between the prayers of diilrefs,

and the fongs of deliverance ? how little {tvS^ upon our

minds of the many gracious interpofitions of divine Provi-

dence in our favor ? If he hath invited us to communion
with himfelf ; if he hath brought us into the fecret cham-
bers, and made his banner over us to be love, how foon is

it forgotten ? how little defire of its continuance \ what
faint endeavors to recover it ? hov/ little concern to im-

prove it t Strange, indeed, that fome, after tafting of the

heavenly manna, fhould feel fo unfeemly a longing after

the flefh-pots of Egypt.
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But do you not fm as much againll intereft and com-
fort, as your duty ? To forget a mercy, is to lofe it ; to

give thanks for it, is to preferve and increafe it. It is a

very common miftake for ferious perfons to fit brooding

over their forrows, and, by that means, at once, to in-

creafe their fufFerings, and to prevent their deliverance.

I do not know a more ufeful direction to melancholy or

dejeQed Chriftians, than by a deliberate effort of mind,

from a fenfe of duty, to recolledi, and give praife to God
for the many mercies which he hath bellowed on them.

This may be a happy mean of filencing their complaints,

of turning the tide of their affeclions, and giving them
*' beauty for afhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the
*' garment of praife for the fpirit of heavinefs." Is not

thankfulnefs the improvement of mercies : and hath not

God faid, to him that '* hath fhail be given, and he fhall

** have more abundantly; and from him that hath not
" fhall be taken away even that which he feemeth to

'' have.'^

3dly, I fliall conclude, v/ith offering the three follov/ing

directions to thofe who are truly fenfible of the goodnefs

of God.

1. Be circumfpe£l and v/atchful ; though a thankful

frame of fpirit is of great advantage, both for your fandli-

fication and peace, yet it is not out of the reach of tempta-

tion ; let it not produce pride, fecurity or felf-fulSciency.

It is an excellent diredlion given by the Pfalmifl to men
in high (lation and profperity, Pfalm ii. ii, "Serve the

" Lord with fear, and rejoice v/ith trembling," Take
heed alfo, left it degenerate into carnal and fenfual joy,

making you reft with complacency in the creature, inftead

of being led by it to place your delight and happinefs in

the unchangeable Creator.

2. Be public -fpirited and ufeful ; if the Lord hath

dealt bountifully with you, commend his fervice, and

fpeak to his praife. This was often the refolution and

practice of the Pfalmift David, Pfalm ixvi. i6. " Com.e
" and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what;

*' he hath done for my foul." Pfal. cxlv, 5, 6, 7. " I will

*' fpeak of the glorious honor of thy majeftv, and of thv

Vol. IL R
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" wondrous works ; and men lliall fpeak of the might of

" thy terrible ads; and I will declare thy greatnefs. They
" fliall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodnefs,

" and fliall fmg of thy righteouihefs.'^ Let me recommend
this particularly to Chriftians of age and experience. It

gives religion a very difcouraging afpe6l to younger per-

fons, when fuch have nothing to utter but complaints.

On the contrary, where can we behold a more edifying

fight, than an aged perfon ready to bear teilimony to the

peace and comfort of true religion, dying by necefiity to

tiie pleafures and gaities of time, but living above them on

the earnefi: of his future inheritance ; and, inftead of a

fretful fpirit arifmg from the frailties of a tottering frame,

preferving a chearfulnefs and ferenity of mind, in the

hope of a blefled refurrection.—I imagine I hear fome fay,

nothing is m.ore true; but, alas I I am not the perfon : I

fee nothing in me, but caufes of complaint, or grounds

of fear. 1 believe it is fo with all ; but you have millaken,

or perverted the meaning of the exhortation. I did not

advife you to boail of yourfelf, but to fpeak to the praife

of God. I believe it is good, in moft cafes, to refill def-

ponding fears, as fo many temptations, and fend them

away, as hinderers of your duty, Vv^ithout a reply. Or,

may I not juuly fay, admitting the truth of all that you

can advance again ft yourfelves, is it not but fo much the

more reafonable, that you Ihould fay with Jacob, Gen.

xxxii. 10, *' I am not worthy of the leaft of all the mer-
" cies, and of all the truth, that thou haft Ihewcd unto

" thy fervant."

3. Be frequent and diligent in fecret prayer. This is

the vray to preferve your watchfulnefs, and to increafe

your ufefulnefs. The more you converfe with God in fe-

cret, you v/ill ipeak with the more judgment and profit to

men in public. This is the way to difpofe of your com-

plaints. What fignifies repeating them to men, who may
dcipife you, and, at beil, can only pity you, when you

may carry them to God, v;ho can eifeftually help you?

Speak as much ill of yourfelves to him as you pleafe ; but

be {o jull as to fpeak honorably of him, and his fervice,

to olhers who converfe with you.—Now, may the Lord
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fapply all your wants, from his riches in glory, by Chrifl

Jefus. May he give you the fanftified ufe of every ftep

of his providence, v/hether of mercy or of trial. " May
*' the God of peace, Pleb. xiii. 20, 21, that brought again

" from the dead our Lord Jcfus, that great Shepherd of the

" llieep, through the blood of the everlafting covenant,

" make you perfect in every good work, to do his will,

" working in you that which is well-pleafmg in his fight,

" through Jefus Chrift ; to v/hom be glory for ever and
*' ever. Amen."
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A VIEW OF THE GLORY or GOD HUMBLING to tk:

SOUL.

SERMON 22,

JOB xlii. 5, 6.

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; hut now mine

eye seeth thee. JVnerefore I abhor my-^elf and repent in

dust and ashes.

MY brethren, we can have no experimental know-

ledge ; and, indeed, we have not much diftin6l

knovvdedge at all of the nature of religion, as it takes

place among angels, and other intelligent beings, v/ho

have kept their firft eftate, and never were polluted by
fin. From fome things, however, recorded in fcripture,

we have reafon to believe that they appear before God
with the greatefi: lowlinefs and felf-abafement, that they

are at all times deeply penetrated with a fenfe of the infi-

nite difproportion between themfelves, as derived, depen-

dant, limited, imperfe^Sl beings, and the eternal, immu-
table, omnipotent Jehovah. Thus in the vifion of Ifaiah,

in the fixth chapter of that book, verfe i, 2, 3,
'* In the

" year that King Uzziah died, I faw the Lord fitting upon
*' a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the

*' temple. Above it flood the feraphims ; each one had
** fix wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with

" twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

" And one cried unto another, and faid, Holy, holy, holy,
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" is the Lord of KoRs, the whole earth is full of his glo-

" r3^" But if this is the cafe with thefe exalted and hap-

py fpirits, how much more mufl a deep humiliation of

mmd be neceflary to us, w4io, by fin, have rendered our-

felves the juft objects of divine wrath, and whofe hope of

falvation is founded only on the riches of divine grace ?

We ought never to forget, that every in (lance of the fa-

vor of God to man, is not to be confidered as the exercife

of goodnefs to the worthy, nay, not merely as bounty

to the needy, or help to the miferable, but mercy to the

guilty.

For this reafon, as repentance is neceflary to every fin-

ner, in order to his reconciliation with God, fo thofe

Chriftians preferve the jufteft views of their preient ftate

and charader, as well as the foundation of their hope, who
frequently renew this falutary exercife. I cannot help

faying further, that thofe make the wifefi: provifion for the

prefervation of their inward peace, who frequentl}'- water

that tender plant with the tears of penitential forrow.

To aflifl: you in this exercife, and to point out the proper

grounds of it, I have chofen to infift a little on thefe words,

in which you fee the efFedl which adifcovery of the glory

and majefly of God had upon his fervant Job : / hai^e

heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; hut 7iow m'me

eye seeth thee. Wherefore 1 abhor myself and repent in

dust and ashes.

It is not necefTary to my prefcnt purpofe, to enter far

into the difpute between Job and his friends, although, no

doubt, the Vvords of the text have an evident relation to it.

The controverfy feems plainly to have turned upon this

point. His friends finding him in deep diflrefs, under

the mofl complicated ai?xi6lion, would needs have it, that

no good man could be fo frowned upon by a righteous

God ; and therefore, that his former profeflion mufl have

been hypocritical and falfe. This is evident from the

manner in which Eliphaz opens the charge againll him,

chap. iv. 6, 7, 8, 9. '' Is not this thy fear, thy confidence,
''' thy hope, and the uprightnefs of thy ways ? Remen:iber,

" I pray thee, who ever perifhed, being innocent ? or

*' vvhere were the righteous cut oil? Even as I have feen,
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" they that plow iniquity, and fow vvickednefs, reap the

*' fame. By the blalt of God they perifli, and by the

" breath of his nollrils are they confumed." In oppoG--

tion to this, Job aflerts and maintains his integrity in ge-

neral, and withal, affirms their opinion to be falle, for

that God, in his juft and fovereign providence, brings af-

fliction both on the righteous and the wicked. That this

is the propofition which he all along endeavors to fupport,

is plain, as from many other paffages, fo particularly Irom

chap. ix. 22. '* This is one thing, Lht;refore I faid it, he
*' deftroyeth the perfect, and the wicked."

Thus Hood the matter, in difpute, betw^een Job and his

friends, in which, though that good man had fupported

the truth, on the fubjedt of divine Providence ; yet, in the

heat of tiie debate, and the anguilli of his own lufferings,

he had let fail fome expreffions, not only of impatience,

but of difrefpeft to the condud of the Lord his Maker.

For thele he was firft reproved by Elihu, and afterwards,

with unfpeakable force and majelly, by God*himfeIf, who
afferts tlie fovereignty of his pov/er, and the righteoufnefs

of his providence. On this difcovery of the glory of di-

vine perfedion, the funerer Vv-as deeply humbled, and ex-

preffes a fenfe of his own viienefs and folly, in the 4th

and 5th verfes of the fortieth chapter :
'^ Behold, I am

" vile, what ihall 1 anfwer thee ? 1 will lay mine hand
" upon my mouth. Once have I fpoken, but I W'ill not
*' anfwer

; yea, twice, but I v/ill proceed no further."

And, again, in the beginning of the forty-fecond chapter,

concluding Vv ith the words of the text.

It is not improbable, from the beginning of the thirty-

eighth chapter, that it pleafed God to give Job fome vifible

reprefentation of his glory and omnipotence. This was

not unufual, in ancient times, before the canon of the

fcripture vv^as clofed. But, no doubt, the difcovery which

chiefly affected him was inward and fpiritual, carrying

home, with irrefiftible force, the great truths v/hich we ftiU

iind recorded in a manner inimitably noble and fublime,

I ha'ue heard of tbee^ fays he, by the hearing of the ear ;

hut flow inine eye seetb thee. This implies, that, as feeing

gives a more diftind, full, and fat is fy ing knov/ledge of
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any thing, than hearing of It only by the report of others,

the impreflions which he then had of the majeily and glory

of God, were far llronger than any he had ever felt before.—Therefore^ fays he, I abhor myself. It filled him with

felf-lothing and abhorrence.

—

And I repent in dust and
ashes. This is either, in general, a ftrong expreffion of

deep penitence and forrow, of which dull and aflies were

anciendy the figns ; or, perhaps, it has a particular refer-

ence to his prefent miferable and affiided ftate, defcribed

in chapter ii. 8. " And he took him a potfherd to fcrape
*' himfelf wdthal ; and he fat down among the afhes." As
if he had faid, Lord, I am deeply fenfible of the evil of

every rafli word, of every rebellious thought. I confefs,

that thou hail afflided me in truth and faithfulnefs ; and

that, in this low and defolate condition, it becomes me to

lay my hand upon my mouth, and to repent of that guilt

which would have fully juftified thy providence in a Hill

heavier flroke.

The words thus explained, prefent to us this general

and moft important truth, that a difcovery of the perfec-

tion, glory, and majefty of God, has a powerful influence

in leading us to repentance ; and that the clearer this dif-

covery si, die more fincere will be our repentance, and the

deeper our humiliation. In difcourfmg further on this

fubjedl, at prefent, I propofe, only, through Divine aflifl-

ance,

I. To make fome obfervations, at once to illullrate and
confirm the propofition above laid down, as to the efFe<5l

of a difcovery of the glory of God. And, in the

II. And lafl place, to make fome pradical improve-

ment of what Ihall be faid.

I. Then, I am to make fome obfervations, at once to

explain and confirm the propofition juft now laid down,
as to the eflecl of a difcovery of the glory of God. But,

before we enter on what is principally intend-J, I mufl

intreat your attention to the foUov/ing preliminary re-

marks

:
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1. That this truth will hold equally certain in whate-

ver way the difcovery is made. It may pleale God to

manifell: himfelf to his people in very different \vay$.

Sometimes it may be in a way wholly, or in part, miracu-

lous, as in the cafe of Job, Ifaiah, and fome others men-
tioned in fcripture ; fometimes by affeiling dlfpenfati-

ons of Providence ; fometimes by his ordinances, or iri-

llituted worfliip, accompanied with the operation of his

Spirit ; and fometimes by this laft alone, without the help

oraccefFion of any outward mean.

2. I hope it will not be thought improper, that, in rea-

foning on the influence of a difcovery of the glory of God,
I fometimes bring in view the additional manifeftations

given us in the gofpel, of the divine glory. This, to be

fure, could not befuppofedto make a part of what was
difcovered to Job, to whom that myflery, hid from ages

and generations, and only opened in the fulaefs of time,

was very obfcurely, if at all known. But the example,

afforded us in the text, leads us to a general truth ; in the

iliullration and application of which, we may make ufe of

all that is known to us of the nature and government of

God. The
3. And principal remark is, that, when I fpeak of the

influence of a difcovery of the glory of God, I mean an
internal and fpiritual difcovery, and not fuch a knowledge
as is merely fpeculative, and refls in the underflanding,

without defcending into the heart. There is a common
dilliriiflion to be met with in almofl: everj^ pra6lical writer,

between knowledge merely fpeculative, that fwims in the

head, and practical or laving knowledge, that dwells in

and governs the heart. That there is fuch a diitindlion in

fa6l, experience obliges every man to confefs : but it is

extremely difficult to fpeak in a clear and precife m.anner
upon it ; to tell v/herein it confills ; or to Ihow how thefe

two forts of knov/ledge differ otherwife,than by their effsds:.

Yet even to point out their radical difference, feems ne-

ccilary to me, v/ho propofe to fhow the happy influence

and powerful efficacy of this knowledge, when it is cf the

right kind.

V©L. 11. S
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For this purpofe, my brethren, be pleafed to obferve,

that a barren fpeculative knowledge of God, is that which
fixes chiefly on his natural perfedions ; or, if it be fup-

pofed to take in fach as are moral, it is only to reafon up-

on them as an obje6t of fcience; but the true knowledge of

God, is an inward and fpiritual difcovery of the amiable-

nefs and excellence of his moral perfedions ; or, to fpeak

more in the fcripture flyle, to perceive that he is indeed
*' glorious in his holinefs. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
*' of hods." This is the language of celeflial adoration,

of thofe who " fee him as he is, and know even as they
" are known." The fame, in fome meafure, is the view

given to every real chikl of God on earth, and, alone,

ferves to diilinguifh his chiklren of every rank, and every

degree of capacity, from others of an oppofite charadler.

Let me fuppofe a poor Chriltian, weak in underflanding,

and unaffified by education, who is witnefs to any extra-

ordinary a£t of divine power : for example, a thunder

florm, feeming to rend the heavens afunder, and either

laying fome ancient and venerable pile in aflies, or, per-

haps, flrikingfome perfons to death, in a manner fwifter

than thought; he is immediately affecled with a fenfe of

the fovereignty of the Lord of nature, the holinefs of eve-

ry part of his will, the duty of abfolute fubjection in the

creature, .and the fmfulnefs of every rebellious thought.

But, above all, he is flruck with a fenfe of the malignity

of fm, Avhich has introduced fo many natural evils, and,

as it were, armed the incenfed elements in their Maker's

caufe. Such a perfon, though he can exprefs his thoughts

but very poorly, nay, though he can hardly fpeak to

others with coherence or confillency, fees much more of

God, than he who can reafon on the planetary fyflem ;

who can trace the beauty, variety, and extent of the Crea-

tor's works, and thence infer the necefTity of a felf-exift-

ent, almighty, and intelligent iirfl; caufe. The one may
expatiate on the w^onderful w^orks, or the wife purpofes>

of the Author of nature ; the other feels and confefTes him
to be God. ALis ! my brethren, w^e fee too often, that

knowledge and holinefs in us, do not bear proportion one

to anotiier. We fee every day exam.ples of the greatell
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intelleclaal abilities, the nobleft natural talents, being

abufed to the worll of purpofes ; for fuch I muft always

reckon, their ferving no higher end than to adorn and fet

off the poffeflbr, or burn incenfe to human vanity.—By a

difcovery, then, of the perfections, majefty, and glory of

God, I underfland the glory of his infinite holinefs ; that

holinefs which is infeparable from his nature, which fhines

in all his works, and in all his ways.

Thefe obfervations being premifed, let us now confi-

der what influence a difcovery of the glory of God hath in

producing repentance, and increafing humility. And,
in the

I ft Place, It hath this effect, as it tends to convince us

of fm, and particularly, to bring to light thefe innumera-
ble evils, which a. deceitful heart often, in a great mea-
fure, hides from its own view. There is, if I may fpeak

fo, a light and glory in the prefence of God which difco-

vers and expofes the works of darknefs. That a view of

the divine Majefty has a ftrong tendency to give us a deep
fenfe of our own finfulnefs, is plain from many fcripture

examples. That of Job, in our text, is one directly in

point. Another you have in Ifaiah, ch. vi. 5. where the

reflection of the prophet, on a view of the divine glory,

is, " Wo is me ! for I am undone ; becaufe I am a man
" of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midft of a people of
'^ unclean lips : for mine eyes have feen the King, the
*' Lord of hofts." Another inftance you may fee in the

apoftle John, who upon a view of the Redeem.er in his

glory, was, in a manner, deprived of life, through ex-

ceffive fear. Rev. i. 17. " And v/hen I faw him, I fell at

" his feet as dead." The only other inftance I mention is

of the apoftle Peter, who, on the unexpected appearance,

or rather from a view of the power of Chrift, manifefted

in a miracle, was immediately ftruck with a fenfe of guilt,

Luke V. 8. " When Simon Peter faw it, he fell down at

•' Jefus* knees, faying, depart from me, for I am finful

" man, O Lord."'

It is not difticult to explain how a view of the divine

holinefs tends to difcover and to affeCt us with a fenfe of

our finfulnefs. Nothing makes any quality appear fa
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fenfibly as a corriparifon with its oppofite. The applicati-

on of a ftraight rule marks the obliquity of a crooked line-;

oay, it marks even the lead degree of variation, which by
a lefs accurate trial would not have been difcovered. Any
piece of deformity appears more hideous and ihocking

when compared with perfect beauty. For the fame rea-

fon, a,clear view of the holinefs of God, and a fenfe of hig

intimate prefence Vv^ith us, tends to bring fm to remem-
brance, as well as to cover us with confufion for thofe fins,

which before we Vv^ere able to juftify, palliate, or conceaL

V/e are exprefsly afTured that our lirll parents, immedi-
ately after eating the forbidden fruit, were fenfible of their

guilt, and I cannot think they were v^-holly infenfible of

the omnifcience and omniprefence of God. Yet we find

that their fear greatly increafed (doubtlefs from a fenfe of

fin) when they heard God's voice in the garden. Gen. iii,

8. '' And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking
^' in the garden in the cool of the day : and Adam and his

" v/ife hid themfelves from the prefence of the Lord God
** amongfi. the trees of the garden."

You may take a very plain and fimple illuftration of

this from daily experience. Are there not fome perfons

of loofe principles and irregular pra(Slice, who, when by
themfelves, or in fociety Lke themLlves, juflify many of

their fuis, and to all appearance, commit them without

rem.orfe, as innocent, if not laudable ? But let the fame

perfons be carried into fober company, efpecially into the

prefence of any perfon eminent for piety and gravity, and

they will be reilrained and afnamed, and not able to open
their mouths in defence of their licentious carriage. The
mere prefence of fuch a perfon carries inftant irrefillible

convitiion v/ith it, by forcing a comparifon between piety

and profanity ; that is to Hiy, good and evil, light and

darknefs. So certain a truth is this, that one of the anci-

ent heathen authors gives it as a rule for moral condu6t,
^' that men (liould always imagine themfelves in the pre-

" fence of fuch a man as Cato, renowned for gravity and
" virtue*'' But if the fancied prefence of a mortal, in

whom fome faint rays, if I may fpeak fo, of the divine

Irnage appear by reflection, has {q much influence, how
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much j^reater would be the efFeiSl of a firm perfuafion of

the real prefence of a holy God, " who is of purer eyes
*' than to behold iniquity :" What is it elfe than this that

makes wicked men flee the fociety of the good as painful,

and fliun the thoughts of God as intolerable ; fo that it is

the icripture charader of fuch, that they fay unto their

Maker, praclically, " Depart from us, for we defire not
" the knowledge of thy ways."

2. A difcovery of the glory cf God ferves to point out

the evil of fin, the aggravations of particular lins, and to

take av/ay the excufes of the fmner. Let us remember
what I obferved in a preceding part of this difcourfe, that

it mud be a difcovery of the glory of the divine holinefs

;

not only a knowledge of the true God, and under{land,ing

what he is, but a view of his infinite glory and beauty in

being fuch. It muft necefTarily fet the evil of fui in the

cleared light, that all fin, as fijch, flrikes immediately at

the very being and perfedions of God. When the law
of God fnews us our fms, we may be ready to complain of

its Ilridnefs and feverity, and wifli to flip our necks from

under the yoke. Eut when we fee that the law could not

be otherwife than it is, without bc:ing faulty ; when we fee

that it is nothing elfe but a fair tranfcript of the moral per-

fedllons of God ; and when we look up to the great and
bright original, it mull convince us that all fin is a diredt

oppofition to the nature, as well as a rebellion againft the

will of God. If he is infinitely perfecl and glorious, fm
mud be infinitely hateful and abominable. No man can
plead for fm, in any indance or in any degree, but he mufl

blafpheme the nature and perfections of God, to which it

ftands in oppofition.

All men, indeed, by nature, are enemies to God him-
felf, in their minds, by wicked works ; and they hate his

law, becaufe it is fpiritual and pure. There are aifo too

many in this age, who have very relaxed principles as to

the extent and obligation of the iaw^ and, of confequence,

very flight thoughts of the evil of fin. But a view of the

glory of God redifies, at once, thefe fatal errors, and car-

ries home fuch conviction of the rights of the Creator, the

cbligation and fubje6tion of the creature, and the beauty
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and excellence of that image which was flained by I'm, as

forces us to adopt the language of the Holy Ghofl: ;
'' How

'^ evil and how bitter a thing is it to depart from the living

*' God !" God grant that there may be many in this af-

iembly, who underftand and feel the force of this truth I

There is need, my brethren, to attend to it ; for all con-

victions of fin, which do not proceed from this fource, or

do not necefTarily include this view, whatever pain or ter-

ror they may occafion, will prove empty and fruitlefs at

laft. Though there may be a llavifh fear of the power of

God, unlefs there be a view of the infinite evil of fin, there

cannot be any lading and faving change.

The fame view alfo points out the aggravation of par-

ticular fins. The more clearly we underftand the nature

of God, our relation to, and dependance upon him, the

more will we perceive the aggravation of every fin which

burfis afunder thefe bonds. A view of the glory of God
muft either be general or particular ; or, perhaps, for the

moft part, there is a mixture of both. My meaning is,

that when there is a difcovery of the glory of God in gene-

ral, there is often, at the fame time, a peculiar and fi:riking

dtfplay of fonie one attribute, oF power, wifdom, juflice, or

mercy. Now how flrongly does this imprefs upon the

mind, a fenfe of the evil of thofe fins which fi:rike diredtly

againft that perfection which happens to be fet in the

ftrongefi: point of view ? When any difplay is given of

the omnifcience of God, how does it make us fenfible of

the impiety and folly of fecret fins? Dan, ii. 47. " The
'* King anfwered unto Daniel, and faid, Of a truth it is,

" that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings,

" and a revealer of fecrets, feeing thou couldeft reveal this

" fecret." When the power of God is made manifeft,

how does it aggravate the guilt of prefumption and confi-

dence ? I fa. xlv. 9. " Wo unto him that flriveth with

*' his Maker : let the potflierd flrive with the potflierds of

" the earth. Shall the clay fay to him that fafhioneth it,

*' what makeft thou ? or thy work, he hath no hands ?"

When- the wifdom of God is difplayed, doth not then

all diflrufi: appear highly criminal ? Ought we not to fay

with the Pfalmiit, Pfal. xxvii. i. " The Lord is my light,
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" and my falvatlon, whom fhall I fear ? the Lord is the

" ftrength of my life, of whom fhall I be afraid ?'* When
we have a view of our abfolute dependance upon, and un-

fpeakable obligations to the divine bounty, what a fenfe

does this give us of the fin of unthankfulnefs, and forget-

fulnefs of God ? Of how many unhappy fenfualifts may
this complaint be made ? Ifa. i. 2,3. '•' Hear, O heavens,
" and give ear, O earth ; for the Lord hath fpoken. I have
*' nouriflied and brought up children, and they have re-

" belled againll me. The ox knoweth his owner, and
*' the afs his mafter's crib : but Ifrael doth not know, my
*' people doth not confider." Without any further enu-

meration, it will appear undeniable, that the clearer the

difcovery of the glory of God, the more mufl not only the

evil of fm in general appear, but every particular crime

mull be loaded with new aggravations. I cannot help

mentioning here, in a few words, that this is the immedi-

ate effe6l of a difcovery of the glory of God, as it fliines

in Jefus Chrift. The unmerited, unparalleled love, ma-
nifefted to fmners in the gofpel, greatly aggravates their

ingratitude and rebellion. And the more that believers

refle6l upon their own conduct, and compare it with the

grace and condefcenfion of their Redeemer, the more they

mufl abhor themsehes^ and repent in dust and ashes.

I only add, on this head, that a difcovery of the glory

of God takes away the excufes of the fmner. How prone

men are to excufe and palliate their fins, we all know by
experience. It is a light fenfe of the evil of fin, that leads

us to commit it ; and there is no reafon to be furprifed, if

this, joined with felf-interefi, makes us ingenious in form-

ing an apology for it after the commifTion. Hence often

arife hard thoughts of the threatenings of God againfi: fin,

as fevere. Hence alfo unbeUeving thoughts, which will

not admit, that ever he will fulfil his word, or execute

the threatened judgment. But a difcovery ol the glory df

God, particularly of his infinite holinefs, by (hewing the

evil of fin in its proper colours, fiops every mouth, drags

the finner into the prefence of his Judge, and firips the

guilty criminal of every vain plea. We fee plainly, ia

the cafe of Job, that he had fuch a view of the power, do-
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minion, and abfolute fovereignty of God, as put him en-

tirely to filence, and convinced him, that there Was no
room for contending ; no place for comparifon between

fo unequal (mud: I call them) parties, God and man, Job
:d. 4. '' Behold I am vile; what fhail I anfwer thee ? I

" will lay my hand upon my m.outh."

This right of fovereignty in God, and the duty of ab-

folute, immediate, unconditional luhje6tion in the crea-

ture, I find plainly and frequently eftablifhed in fcripture.

It is, indeed, entirely in this flyle, which may well be

called the ilyle of the King of kings, that God fpeaks to"

Job in the four chapters preceding that v/here my text

lies. Though he is brought in fpeaking, to refolve a dif-

iiculty in providence ; yet, you may obferve, he does not

fay one word as to the juflice of his proceeding; but, un--

der many of the ilrongeil images, fets forth his irrefiilible

power, chap, xxxviii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, " Who is this that

*' darkeneth counfel by v/ords without knowledge? Gird
*'- up now thy loins like a man; for 1 will demand of thee,

" and anfwer thou me. Where waft thou vi^hen I laid

^ the foundations of the earth ? Declare, if thou hafi:

*' underilanding. Who hath laid the meafures thereof,

" if thou knovv-eft ? or who hath ftretched the line upon it?

*-'- Whereupon are the foundations thereof faftened ? or

" who laid the corner Hone tliereof?" And, again, chap,

xl. 8, 9, 10, II. *' Wilt thoLi alfo difannul my judgment?
'' wilt thou condemin me, that thou mayeft be righteous ?

" Haft thou an arm like God? or canll thou thunder with

" a voice like him ? Deck thyfelf novy with majeity and
*' excellency, and array thyfelf with glory and beauty.

*' Call abroad the rage of thy wrath : and behold every
*' one that is proud, and abafe him."

The fovereignty of God, is what, of all things elfe, fin-

ners, wnile they continue in that charatter, are lead ca-

pable of underilanding, and lead willing to fubmit to.

This is not to be wondered at ; becaufe the very nature of

fm confifts in calling^ oif our allegiance, and, as far as in

us lies, rejedling the authority of God. But, my brethren,

a real difcovery of his glory, at once, raifes him to the

throne, and humbles us at his foctflool, and is, as if we
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heard a voice from heaven, addrelTed to us in the foilovving

Ih'iking words, Ifa. ii. IQ, 11. " Enter into the rock, and
" hide thee in the duft, for fear of the Lord, and for the

*' glorv of his majelly. The lofty looks of man fnall be

" humbled, and the haughtinefs or men {h?A\ be bowed
*' down; and the Lord alone fliall be exalted in that day."

One who hath fo known God, will perceive, that there

can be no more proper reply to objections, on the part of

man, to the divine prooedore, than that of the apofile Paid,

Rom. ix. 20. '' Nay, bat, O man, v;ho art thou that re-

" plied againft God :"

3. A difcovery of the glory of God ferves to point out

the danger of hn. It is the hope of impmiity, that em-
boldens the fmner to tranfgrefs, and to perlill: in his tranf-

greffions. For this reafon, we fmd the fcriptures, in ge-

neral, attributing the impenitence of fmners to thefe tv/o

great fources, ignorance and unbelief, Pfal. xiv. i. *'The
*' fool hath faid in his heart, there is no God." And, in

verfe 4. " Have all the workers of iniquity no knov/-
" ledge ?" that is to fay, fuch bold rebellion in their con-

duct plainly difcovers the atheifm of their hearts. To the

fame purpole, Pfalm x. 11, 13, " He hath faid in his;

*' heart, God hath forgotten ; he hideth his face ; he will

" never fee it.—AVherefore doth the v/icked contemn
*' God .'' He hath faid in his heart, thou wilt not require
" it." But a difcovery of the divine glory, at once de-

ftroys the foundation of this fiupid fecurity, and impious

prefumption. It realizes the very being of God more
than before, as is plainly implied in the V7ords of Job : /
baz^e heard of thee vntb tkc hcarmgof the ear ; but 7iov:

mine eye seeth thee. It makes his prefence fenfible, and
teaches us, that " all things are naked before him." So
that there is no hope of \y\n'^ concealed. It fets before us

his holinefs and juftice- that he is of purer eyes than to

behold iniquity. So that, while his nature continues the

fame, the guilty and impenitent cannot poffibly obtain

pardon. Above all, it fets before us the terror of his povv-

er, which is infinite and boundlefs ; fo that nothing can

be more vain, than f©r the finner to hope either to efcr.ps

or refift.

Vol. IL T
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Agreeably to all this, we find, that, in the holy fcrip-

tures, in which God hath been pleafed to make himfelf

known to us by external revelation, it is by aflerting, and,

as it were, difplaying, and producing to view, the glory

of his infinite perfedion, that he endeavours to deter us

from fin, and animate or encourage us to duty. When
God gave the law to the children of Ifrael, he gave them,

at the fame time, a difplay of his greatnefs and majefty in

a very awful manner. To exprefs his fovereign authori-

ty, and the abfolute propriety he had in them, he intro-

duces it with thefe words :
" I am the Lord, thy God,

*' which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the

** houfe of bondage." You may alfo remember, how of-

ten, in appoindng the feveral Mofaic confiitutions, thefc

fignificative words are repeated, / a7n the Lord. In the

fame manner, to imprefs his people with a fenfe of the

evil of fin, as committed againfi fiich a God, he declares

his own abfolute dominion, Mai. i. 14. '* But curfed be
*^ the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and vow-
" eth and facrificeth to the Lord a corrupt thing ; for I am
" a great King, faith the Lord of hofis, and my name is

" dreadful among the heathen."

When he would give his people a deep convidion of

the folly and danger of fecret fins, he fets forth his omni-

fcience and omniprefence, Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. '^ Am I -a

" God at hand, and not a God afar off? Can any hide

" himfelf in fecret places, that I fiiall not fee him ? faith

" the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth ? faith the

" Lord." When he would exprefs the danger of obftina-

ey and difobedience, he gives a very lively idea of his

infinite power, Jer. v. 22. '' Fear ye not me ? faith the

'' Lord : Vv'ill ye not tremble at n^y prefence, which have
" placed the fand for the bound of the fea, by a perpetual

*' decree, that it cannot pafs it ; and though the waves
" thereof tofs themfelves, yet can they not prevail; though
** they, roar, yet can they not pafs over it."

The very fame thing he doth to encourage the truft of

his own people, Ifa. xliv. 6. '' Thus faith the Lord, the

'^ King of Ifrael, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hells, I

" am the firfi, and I am the lafi, and befides me there is
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«* no God." When he would make us fenflble, that, if we
continue in fin, it is impoffible for us to efcape puniih-

ment, what a terrible reprefentation does he give of his

dreadful and irreCftible vengeance ? Prophecies of Nah.
i. 5, 6. " The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt,
*' and the earth is burnt at his prefence, yea, the world,
" and all that dwell therein. Who can (land before his
*' indignation ? and who can abide in the fiercenefs of his
" anger ? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks
" are thrown down by him."

Thus we fee, that God, in fcrlpture, reveals the glory

of his own nature, as the effedual means of rellraining us
in the commifTion of fin, or turning us from it; and plain-

ly fuppofes, that nothing but ignorance of him can en-

courage finners in their rebellion. Neither can it be de-

nied, that when there is an inward and powerful difcovery

of thefe truths to the mind, it muft lead us to repentance,

and lay us proflrate before his throne, in obedience and
fubmilTion. Who, that knoweth the Almighty, will run
upon the thick bofles of his buckler ? or will not rather

ufe this dutiful language of Job, chap, ix, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

'* I know it is fo of a truth ; but how fhould man be juft

" w^ith God ? If he will contend with him, he cannot an-
** fwer him one of a thoufand. He is wife in heart, and
*' mighty in flrength : who hath hardened himfelf againfl:

" him, and hath profpered ? which removeth the moun-
" tains, and they know not ; which overturneth them in
" his anger ; which fliaketh the earth out of her place^

" and the pillars thereof tremble."

4. In the lafl place, a view of the divine glory tends

to leads us to repentance, as it fets forth his infinite mer-

cy, and affords encouragement to, as well as points out

the profit of repentance. Jufi: and proper conceptions of

God cannot be given us, without including his great mer=

cy. This bright perfeclion fnone, even on Mount Sinai,

through all the terrors of that legal difpenfation, Exod.

xxxiii. 18, 19. '' And he faid, I befeech thee, ihew me
*' thy glory. And he faid, I will make all mygoodnefsto
*^ pafs before thee ; and I will proclaim the name of the

^' Lord before thee ; and I will be gracious to whom I
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" will be gracious, and will fhew mercy. on whom I will

^ Hiew mercy." Exocl. xxxiv. 5, 6, 7. "^ad the Lord
" defcended in die cloud, and ftood widi him there, and
" proclaimed die name of die Lord. And the Lord paiT-

" ed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord
'^ God, merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abun-
'' dant in goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thou-

" fands, forgiving iniquity, and tranfgreiTion, and fm."

Without the knowledge of this amiable attribute, all the

other perfedlions of God would fignify little to bring us to

true repentance. Without this, they carry nothing in

them but unmixed terror to the guilty. Without this,

therefore, the confideration of his infinite holinefs and pu-

rity, his inflexible juftice, and almighty power, would
only ferve to drive us further from him, by throwing us

into abfolute defpair. Eut when, to all the other perfec-

tions of God, v/e join his infinite merc}^ the true know-
ledge of him ferves not only to dedroy criminal prefump.

tion, but to animate to dutiful fubmiflion. Thus the

Pfalmiit exprefies himfelf, Pfalm cxxx. 3,4, *' If thou
*' Lord, fnoulded mark iniquities, O Lord, who fliall

*' fland ? But there is fcrgivenefs with thee, that thou
" mayell be feared." Here you may obfcrve, that, when
he fays, " there is forgivenefs with thee, that thou mayefl
" be feared," he not only means, that there is encourage-

ment to ferve God, but that his mercy itfelf leads to that

filial reverence which is fo efTential a part of true peni-

tence. The greatnefs and mercy of God happily coii-

fpire in m.eiting the heart of'the fmner. There is an ex-

prelTion of fmgular beauty, Hof. iii. 5. '' Afterward fhall

" the children of I frael return, and feek the Lord, their

^' God, and David, their King; and Tnall fear the Lord^
• and his goodnefs, in the latter days."

This leads me to obferve, that it is in the gofpel of our

Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chrift, that vre have the bright-

eft and clearefl difp^lay of divine mercy. It is in Chrift,

that we have the true and raving difcovcry of the glory and
perfections of God, And it is particularly in him, that

we have an united iilufiration, and joint difplay ofgreat-

iiefsand goodnefsj of majefty and n)e;xy. In the undtr-
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taking of our blcITed Redeemer, we have a very clear and

affecling view of thofe perfedlions, that fliew the evil of

iia, and the danger of the finner. Never did the holinefs

of God fliine brighter, or his hatred and indignation a-

gainft fin., appear v/ith greater terror, than when the fvvord

of his juftice was drawn out againll tbc man "who is his

fellow. When God fwept away a polluted world by an
univerfal deluge ; when he overthrew Sodom and Go-
morrah by fire and brimftone from heaven ; when the

earth opened her mouth, and fwallowed up Korah, Da-
than, and Abiram. Thefe were terrible proofs of his ha-

tred of fm, of the juftice and holinefs of his nature. Yet
were they, after all, but faint evidences, in comparifon

of what were given, when " he who was in the form of

" God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God,
" —was found in fafliion as a man, and became obedient
" unto death, even the death of the crofs."

But, at the flime time, in this great event, hath he not

magnified his love ? Rom. v. 8. " But God hath com-
*' mended his love towards us, in that while we were yet
*' unners, Chrift died for us." How fhall we think or

fpeak on this unfathomable fubje6l ? Chrift Jefus is the

fruit of the Father's everlafting love to fmners of man-
kind. How great the giver ! how unfpeakable the gift

!

how mean and worthlefs the obje£ts of his love ! God is

love. Power, wifdom, holinefs, and juftice, fhine, in-

deed, in the doctrine of the crofs. But, above all, grace

and mercy prevail, *' and reign through righteoufnefs unto
*' eternal life." What a melting view to every convin-

ced nnner ! Zech. xii. 10. " —They Ihall look upon me
" whom they have pierced, and they fliall mourn for
'• him, as one that mourneth for his only fon, and ihall
^' be in bitternefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for

" his firft-born." Muft they not, with Job, abhor them-
selves^ and repent in elust and ashes ? This is a circum-
ftance frequently taken notice of v/ith regard to the gof-

pel converts. Jer. xxxi. 9. "- They fhall come with
" v/eeping ; and v/lth fiipplications will I lead them."
Jer. V. 4, 5. " In thofe days, and in that time, faith the
^' Lord, the children of Ifrael fliall come, they, and the
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** children of Judah together, going and weeping ; they

" Ihaii go and feek the Lord, their God. They fhall afk

" the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, faying,

" Come, and let us join ourfelves to the Lord in a perpe-
'' tual covenant, that fhall not be forgotten." I fhall

clofe this head, by addrefTing to you the words of God to

the children of Ifrael, Joel ii. 12, 13. " Therefore alfo

*' now, faith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your
'* heart, and with falling, and WMth weeping, and with
** mourning, and rend your heart, and not your gar-

*' ments, and turn unto the Lord your God ; for he is

" gracioas and merciful, flow to anger, anj of great

" kindnefs, and repenteth him of the evil.''

I proceed, now, to make fome praflical improvement

of what hath been faid. And,
1. You may learn, from this fubjeft, the force and

meaning of thofe pafTages of fcripture, in which the whole

of religion is expreffed by the knowledge of God. Thus,

Prov. ix. 10. " The fear of the Lord is the beginning of

*' wifdom ; and the knowledge of the holy is underftand-
'' ing." The fame thing is affirmed by our blefled Sa-

viour, John xvii. 3. " And this is life eternal, that they
**- might know thee, the only true God, and Jefus Chriff,

" whom thou hall fent.'* On the other hand, wicked

men are often defcribed by this fliort and expreffive cha-

racter, that they knov/ not God, as in 2 ThefT. i. 8.

" —In flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know
'' not God." The truth is, God is either wholly unknown,

or greatly midaken by wicked men. None but his fer-

vants do truly fee his glory ; and the more they fee of him,

the more they are affimilated to him. Thus the apoflle

Paul defcribes converfion in the following terms, 2 Cor.

iv. 6. " For God, who commanded the light to fliine out

" of darknefs, hath Ihined in our hearts, to give the light

*' of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of

" Jefus Chrifl." And, in the fame epillle, chap. iii. 18,

be thus defcribes the progrefs of the chriflian life, " But
" we all, with open face, beholding, as in a gUfs^ th^
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"glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image,

" from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."

2. From what hath been faid on this fubje6t, you may
learn the great danger of a (late of ignorance. If repen-

tance, which is the beginning of true religion, takes its

rife from a knowledge of the nature and perfections of

God, does it not follow, that thofe who are grofsly igno-

rantf are not only in a contemptible, but in a deplorable

flate ? that they mufl be Grangers to the power and prac-

tice of religion, and, dying in that condition, muft pe-

rifii eternally ? It is much to be lamented, that even
amongft us, who have the means of inHruftion in fo

great plenty, there are ftill many who continue grofsly

ignorant. How inexcufable are thofe parents, who do not

make confcience of diligently training up their children

in the knowledge of the things that belong to their eternal

peace ? I mull alfo intreat all heads of families, whom
God hath enabled to hire the labor of others, ferioufly to

think of the obligation that lies upon them, to inllru6l

their fervants in the principles <jf religion, and not fufFer

any under their roof to perifh for lack of knowledge. Do
not think you have done enough, when you have given

them food and wages, if you wholly negled their precious

fouls. I do not expert to prevail upon you, faithfully to

difcharge this duty, by any arguments but thofe drawn
from the glory of God, and your own everlafting intereft;

but I cannot help, at the fame time, putting you in mind,

that it is very much for your temporal interefl. Depend
upon it, the more confcientioully you difcharge your duty

to them, the more honeftly, diligently, and chearfully

will they ferve you. It is very common to hear complaints

of the llothfulnefs, unfaithfulnefs, and infolence of fer-

vants; but, if we confider, feriouily, what belongs to the

duty of a mailer, there will be found, perhaps, as many,
and as great faults, on this fide as on the other. It is fur-

prifmg, that fome feem to expedt, in a poor uneducated

creature, all manner of decency of behavior, fweetnefs of

temper, integrity, and diligence, and are ready to dorm
upon the leall defed, while, at the fame time, they Ihow
no example in their own condudt, but of a vifible neglect
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of duty both to God and man. Oh 1 my brethren, have
pity on the ignorant, efpecially the younger fort, who
would learn, if they had teachers. Ignorance is always a
fecure, infenfible ftate. They know nothing, and there-

fore they fear nothing. Public inftruftion is, in a great

meafure, ufelefs to thofe who are not prepared for it by
more familiar teaching at home. Let minillers fpeak ne-
ver fo plainly from the pulpit, it is Hill to many of them a

llrange language, v/hich they do not comprehend.
3. From what hath been faid on this fubje6l, you may

fee the neceifity of regeneration, or an inward change of
heart, in order to real religion. You have heard above,
that it is not a fpeculative knowledge of the nature and
perfeftions of God, or underllanding what he is, that

leads to repentance, but a view of his excellence and ami-
ablenefs, as glorious in his holinefs. This none can have,

but thofe who are in fome meafure transformed into the
iame image. Hence it is, that v/icked men do not cherifli,

but avoid the thoughts of God. Hence it is, that extra-

ordinary tokens of the divine power and prefence, fignal

judgments, and unexpei5led ftrokes en themfelves, or

their relations, diilrefs and terrify them, and bring them
under a flavifii bondage for a little, but produce no love

;

no defire of union ; no cordial fubmifTicn. Hence alio

appears the foolifhnefs of that fmful, but general propenfi-

ty in men, to afl^ after a fi;::^n, and to defire that other and
different evidence ihould be given them of the truth of

religion than God hath feen mieet. AVehave an example
Ot this in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, record-

ed, Luke xvi. towards the clofe. There the rich man is

reprefented, as intreating, that Lazarus might be fent to

his brethren for their warning. When Abraham refers

them to the revealed will of God, Mofes and the prophets,

he urges his requcfl thus, ver. 30, " And he faid, nay,
** father Abraham ; but if one went unto them from the

" dead, they will repent ;" to which the anfwer is given

immediately, '' If they hear not Mofes and the prophetSj
" neither will they be perfaadedj thoucrh one rofe iro^-^

'' the dead."
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There have been others at different times, who have

defired iuch extraordinary proofs ; but they v. culd of

themfelves, be attended with no real benefit* Though
yoLi had been on Mount Sinai with Mofes, it would have

prodr.ced terror, but no other effect, v^rithout a fpiritual

difcovery of the real glory of God. See Exod. xix. 16.
'' And it came to pafs, on the third day, \x\ the mornin,8:,
'' that there v^ere thunders, and lightnings, and a thick
" cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet
*' exceeding loud ; fo that all the people that "iDas in the
" camp trembled." And the fame book, ch. xx. 18, 19.
" And all the people law the thunderings, and the light-

*' nings, and the noife of the trumpet, and the mountain
" fmoking ; and when the people faw^ it, they removed,
** and ftood afar off: and they fltid unto Mofes, fpeak thou
" with US, and w^e will hear ; but let not God fpeak with
" UK, leil we die.'' Another evidence of the fame \^v^\Vig^

may be taken from the cafe of devils and damned fpirits.

They have, no doubt, a fenfible demon Rration of the be-

ing, and, probably, a very clear intelleflual know^ledge of

the nature of God ; yet hath it not any effe6l in changing

their dilpofitions : on the contrary, the more they know
of him, who is fo oppofite to their temper, they hate hirn

the more ; it inflames their natural enmdty, and makes it

rage with double violence. This, I think, appears ^txj
plainly, both from the reafon of the thing, and from the

following paffages of fcripture, Matth. viii. 29, it is faid of

two demoniacs: "And behold they cried out, faying, what
*' have w^e to do with thee, Jefus, thou Son of God ? art
*' thou come hither to torment us before the time ?" Mark
V. 6, 7. *' But when he faw Jefus afar off, he ran and
'^ worfhipped him, and cried wdtha loud voice, and faid,

** what have I to do with thee, Jefus, thou Son of the
" Mod High God ? I adjure theeV/ God, that thou tor-

'' ment me not." And again, Mark ix. 20. "And they
" brought him unto him ; and v/hen hefawhim, llraight-

" way the fpirit tare him, and he fell on the- ground, and.
*^ wallow^ed, foaming." From which paffages, we may
perceive, agreeable to v/hat has been obferved, that the

prefence of ChriR increafed, at once, the rage and mife-

VoT. IL U
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ry of the unclean fpirits. Let this excite us to pray, that

it would pleaft God to reveal himlelf to us by his Spirit,

and give us the faving knowledge of him, as he is *' iu

" Chrid Jefus, reconciling the world to himfelf."

4. Suffer me, on this occafion, fliortly to addrefs myfelf

to thofe, who are ftrangers to true religion. Let me be-

feech them, while they are yet in the way, and whilfl the

Spirit of God is itriving with them, in his word and ordi-

nances, to lay down the weapons of their rebellion againfl

him, and to lay hold, by faith, on the atoning blood of

Chrift for their reconciliation and peace. Are there not

fome in this affembly, who have yet no knowledge of God,

but that which makes his fervice a burden, his Sabbaths a

wearinefs, and his people contemptible or odious ? Are

there not fome tender fpirits, who are paflionate lovers of

this prefent world, but unable to bear the view of morta-

lity and mifery in their fellow-creatures ; who tremble at

the gloom of a church-yard, or burying vault, and turn

pale as afhes at the fight of a death's head, or an open

grave? 1 befeech you, my beloved hearers, to join, with

the terror of divine pou'er, the riches of divine grace

;

and let both conllrain } ou to " acquaint yourfelves with
'' God, and be at peace, that thereby good may come un-
*' to you." I know no way, by which you may avoid

meeting with the king of terrors; but you may fet him at

-defiance under the prote6lion of the King of kings. There

is no profit in forgetting, but there is both honor and pro-

fit in conquering death. Some are unhappily fuccefsful,

for a feafon, in bani filing every difmal idea from their

minds. I'he faife and flattering pleafures of life engrofs

their attention, and intoxicate their minds. But in a little

time, Behold the fupreme Judge '' conieth with clouds,

*' and every eye fliall fee him, and they alfo which pierced

*' him; and all kindreds of the earth Ihall wail becaufe of

*' him." He is now befeeching you with tendernefs, and

waiting on you with patience. Embrace, therefore, the

happy feafon. '' Kifs the Son, leil he be angry, and ye

" perifn from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a

" little ; bleffed are all they that put their truil in him."
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5. In the lad place, you may fee tbereafon why every

truly good man, the more he groweth in religion, the

more he groweth in humility. Growth in religion im-

plies, or carries in it, a growing difcovery of the glory of

God, as it ihines in his works, his word, his ordinances,

his providence. This neceffarily leads to felf-abafement.

O how contrary to religion is pride! But, above all others,

how abfurd, criminal, intolerable, is fpiritual pride? what

a proof of felf- ignorance, as well as forgetfulnefs of God !

The fir ft views of a penitent are fixed on the enormities

of his life ; but when thefe are, in fome meafure, fubdu-

ed, additional difcoveries of the glory of God bring forth

the latent corruptions of his heart. What afte6ling com-
plaints does that eminent, zealous, faithful minifter of

Chrift, the apoflle Paul, make in the following well known
pafTage, Rom. vii. 18. *' For I know that in me (that is,

" in my fieft]) dvvelleth no good thing: for to will is pre-

" fent with me ; but how to perform that which is good, I
'' find not," And verfe 23, 24. " But I fee another law
*' in my members, warring againft the law of my mind,
'^ and bringing me into captivity to the law of fm, which
" is in my members. O wretched man that I am ! who
'' fbdll deliver me from the body of this death?" Nay,
the cleareft views which a believer can take of the riches

of divine mercy through a Redeemer, though they afford

vmfpeakable confolation in God, tend alfo deeply to hum-
ble him, under a fenfe of his own unworthinefs. The
doctrine oFthe crofs is not more refrefliingto the broken in

heart, than it is abafmg to the proud ; for it was chofen

of God for this very purpofe, " that no flefh fliould glory
•' in his prefence."

On the whole, my brethren, as you cannot live under
the direction of a better habitual principle, fo you cannot

prepare tor any a6l of folemn worlhip more properly, than

by deep humility. To improve this difpofition, let me
intreat you to make a ferious and impartial fearch into the

fins you have been guilty of, in heart and converfation,

by omiffion or commiiTion ; by neglecting 3^our duty to

God, or the ill performance of his worfliip, in public, in

family, or in fecret ; by negleding your duty to your
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neighboiir, to yourrdves, to your relatiotia ; or doing that

which is wrong, by indulging, in any meafure, the '' lull:

" of the flefli, the lull of the eye, or the pride of life.'*

To conclude all, you will never have a more fatisfying

evidence, that your a6is of vvorlhip, ordinary or more fo-

lemn, have been acceptable to God, than if they ferve to

clothe you with humility, and make you adopt and relilh

the words of Job in the text: " I have h^ard of thee by the

'' hearing of the ear; but now mine eye feeth thee. Where-
'^ fore I abhor inyfelf, and repent in dull and afhes/'
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jVtAN IN HIS NATURAL STATE.

SERMON 23.

Rev. iii. 17.

Because thou sayest Ia?n rich., and increased ruith goods., and
have need cf nothing; and knoxvest not that thou art wretch-
ed.^ and miserable, and poor., and blindj and naked,

IN order to preach the Gofpel with fuccefs, It is necef-

fary that we fnould begin, by ellabUrning the great

and fundamental truths, on which all the reil are built,

and to which they conllantly refer. Nay, it is neceflary,

that we fliould often look back to thefe, and fee that we be
not off the foundation, or that it be not weakly, or imper-
fedlly laid. Of this fort, I take the guilt, rnifery and
weaknefs of our nature to be; and therefore have chofen

the words now read, as the fubject of difcourfe, in which
the fpirit of God reproves the felf-fufficiency, and felf-

righteoufnefs of the church of Laodicea.

Because thou sayest Iam rich, and increased with goods,
^c, I fuppofe you will all eafiiy underftand, that the.

words are figurative, and are fpoken entirely wirh a viev/

to the fpiritual ilate of that church. In this light, let us

confider what is precifely their meaning.

V/e may either fuppcfe, that this charge is brought

againft the church of Laodicea, becaufe there were many
there, under the profeffion of the Gofpel, whov/ere, not-

v/ithHanding, Hill in a natural and unrenewed riate—

.
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ilrangers to the power of religion ; of v/hich, their being

thus unhumbled, and infenfible of their guilt and mifery,

was the evidence ; and for which the remedy is prefcribed

in the following words :
'' I counfel thee to buy of me

" gold tried in the fire, that thou mayelt be rich, and white
" raiment that thou maye ft be clothed, and that the fhame
" of thy nakednefs do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes
" with eye falve, that thou mayeft fee/'

Or we may fuppofe, that this reproof was in a great

meafure applicable to them all, in general ; believers and
unbelievers ; the befl: of them being exceedingly prone to

truft in themfelves that they v/ere righteous ; inllead of

that humble dependance on the merit and grace of their

Redeemer, which ought not only to be the refuge of the

fmner, but the confidence of the faint. And there is no
queftion, that this is a proper caution to profefling Chrif-

tictus in every age, to beware of fplitting on the rock of

felf futFiciency.

But as this difpofition reigns in the heart of every one,

that is yet at a diflance from God— is the foundation of

their fecurity and impenitence, and is what they mult be

brouf^ht off from, before they can be reconciled to God ;

it is for their benefit, that I chiefly defign this difcourfe,

though it may alfo be ufeful, and ihall be in part, applied

to the children of God. It is an afFe(^ing thought, when
purfued to its confequences ; yet alas ! it is unqueftiona-

hly true, that in every affembly, fuch as this, of profefling

Chhdians, there are not a few, who are in the gall of bit-

terness^ and in the bond of iniquity^ under the wrath of

God, and liable to the condemning fentence of his law ;

and at the fame time, that the far greateit part of them
are ignorant of it, and know not, that they are wretched,

and poor^ and blind^ and naked.

In difcourfing farther upon this fubjedl, therefore I fliall

I. Endeavor to prove and illuflrate this truth : that

all mankind are by nature in a (late of fni and mifery,

/under the bondage of corruption, and liable to the wrath

t&f God.
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II. I fliall briefly fliew you, that being brought to a

lively fenfe, and genuine convidlion of this, is the firft,

and a neceffary (lep, to the faving knowledge of God, in

Chrift—And in the last place^ fhall make fome pra<^ical

improvement of the fubjedt.

I. In the firft place then, I am to prove and illuflrate

this truth ; that all mankind are by nature in a Hate of

fin and mifery, under the bondage of corruption, and lia*

ble to the wrath of God. What is faid in this palTage of

the Laodiceans, is univerfaljy true, of the pollerity of

Adam. Unlefs an inward and elTential change has been

wrought upon them by the grace of God, they are %vretch-

ed^ and miserable^ and pooi\ and blind^ and naked. It is

alfo true of them, as well as the Laodiceans, that they

know it noti but vainly prefume themfelves to be rich,

and increafed v/ith goods, and to have need of nothing.

Ifthefe two things are jointly true of many of you my
hearers, there is nothing in which you can have fo great

a concern ; therefore, let me earneftly befeech your moft

ferious attention, to what ihall be faid : as the fuccefs of

this conviction is ncccflary, to your underftanding or pro-

jitting by any other part of divine truth, as I fiiall after-

wards (hew you.

The proof of the truth here afTerted, can be only of two
kinds. I. From fcripture which is the teftimony of

God declaring it. 2. From the vifihle Hate of the world,

and our own experience finding it to be {0,

I. Tiiat all mankind are by nature in a flate of fm
and mifery, appears from the exprefs, and repeated tefli-

mony of the word of God. And this teftimony we have,

not only in particular paflages, carrying the truth, but in

the {train and fpirit of the whole, and the feveral dif-

penfations of Divine Providence there recorded, which are

all of them, built upon this fuppofition, and intended to

remedy this univerfal evil.

See what God declares: Gen. vi. 5. '' And God faw
" that the wickednefs of man was great in the earth, and
" that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart, was
*' only evil continually," And again, " the imagination
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" of man's heart is evil from bis youth." We may take

the pfalmift David's teflimon}' of himfelf, as a fample of

the reft of mankind ; and indeed he plainly intimates, that

it is a common calamity. " Who can underftand his

" errors ? Cleanfe thou me from fecret faults. Behold !

" I was fliapen in iniquity, and in fm did my mother con-
" ceive me."

We may take alfo the teftimony of the apodle Paul, in

his epiftle to the Romans, which is the more full to our

prefent purpofe, that as he had never been at Rome, he

is there laying the foundation of religion in general, and

the Chriiiian difpenfation in particular, by a clear and

explicit proof of the need the world had of a Saviour,

from its univerfal corruption and depravity. See then

what he fays—" What then ? Are v^^e better than they ?

*' No, in no wife, for we have before proved both Jews and
*' Gentiles, that they are all under fin. As it is written,

*' there is none righteous, no not one." And again—
*' Now we know that what things foever the law faith, it

" faith to them who are under the law, that every mouth
" may be (lopped, and all the v/orld may become guilty

*' before God,—For all have finned and come fliort of the

*' glory of God."

You may alfo fee that the apoftle traces this diforder to

its very fource—" V^herefore as by one man fm entered

" into the world, and death by fm : and fo death pafTed

" upon all men, for that all have fmned."

I fliall add but one exprefs fcripture teftimony more.

—

" And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trefpafles

" and fms."

But befides the particular paiTages of fcripture, pofi-

lively declaring this truth, the whole frame and contex^

ture or the fcriptures, and all the difpenfations of Divine

Providence recorded in them, are a proof of the fame

thing. Man is every where confidered as in a fallen and

fmful ihte. Every thing that is prefcribed to him, and

every thing th-at is done for him, goes upon that fuppofi-

tion. It is not one man, or a fev/ men, that are in fcrip-

ture called to repentance, but all without exception.' Now
repentance is only the duty of a finner. An innocent
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perfon cannot repent ; he has nothing to grieve for in his

heart, or to ibrfake in his hfe. It is alio proper to obferve,

that one of the fcriptiire charaders of God is, Merciful
and gracious^ slovj to anger

^ forghing iniquity, trans-

gression and sin. Now, he could not be to us a forgiving

God, and there v/ould be no need that he fliouid be re-

vealed under that chara6lcr, unlefs we were fmners, that

flood in need of pardon. Mercy, indeed, is the diPiin-

guiihing attribute of God, and this can only have refpedl

to OiTenders. All the other perfedlions of God, might be

exercifed towards pure and holy creatures ; but mercy,
only towards fmners. He might be a good, hoh^, juft,

wife, poweiful God, to perfons in a ftate oi' innocence,

but he can fiiew mercy only to the guilty.

Do not the difpenfations of God*s providence i\\Q\v

the fame thing .^ He fent the flood, as a tedim.ony of the

wickednefs of the world, and for the puniHirnent of a

guilty race. Remember alfo the fi^xrinces, v.hich v/ere

appointed, and accepted by God, from the beginning of

the world. Sacrifices are for atonement, and expiation.

They are plainly a fubftitution in the room of a forfeited

life. It is doing violence to common {^n^c, to make them
any thing e:\{'d. The wliole jewiOi economy, which had
in it fo many facrihces, fo many otrerings, fo many warn-

ings and purifications, does plainly fuppofe, the perfon

ufing them to be infeded with fin, or moral pollution.

Had not this been the cafe, they had been extremely ab-

furd and improper*

But the flrongeft tefiimony of all, that God hath given

to the guilt and corruption of mankind, is his fending his

own Son into the world, to redeem them, by the facrifice

of himfelf—To what pi-rpofe redeem them, if they were

not in bondvage ? "Why fo coitly an expiation, if our lives

had not been fori^ited to divine jullice ? But that it was

for this purpofe, that Chriit came into the world, is {o

plain, from the v/hole of the fcriptures, that I (hall felecl

but one paffige out of many, to prove it
—'' Whom God

*' hath let forth to be a propitiation, thrcu::h faith in his

" blood, to declare his righteoufnefs, for the re million of

*' fins that are paft, throiif^h the forbearance of God."

Vol. II.
'' X
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What is faid already on this head, is a full proof from

fcripture, that man is now, by nature, in a ilate of fm
;

that he is alfo, in confequence of that, in a Hate of mifery,

and liable to the wrath of God, is proved by many of the

fame paflages, and by many others— ^^ For the wrath of
*' God is revealed from Heaven againfl all ungodlinefs,

" and unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold the truth in un-
" righteoufnefs—For the wages of fm is death," Sic. But
I need not multiply paffages to this pnrpofe ; for in all

God's difpenfations, the deferved punifliment of finners

is as evident as their finfulnefs itfclf. It is indeed fully

proved, from the eflenti .1 perfedlions of God, particular-

ly his holinefs and juflice. He is of purer eyes than that

he can behold iniquity. Evil cannot dwell ivitb bim^

nor fools ^ that is, finners, stand in his sigbt.

Is nor all this then my brethren, a fufficient proof, from

the tellirnony of God, that man in a natural Hate, is fmful

and miferable? fhall we affirm ourfelvesto be whole, if he

faith w^e are iinfound ? Do we know more than God ?

Will we not give credit to the fountain of truth ? Nor is iC

any obj..'£lion to this, that wc ourfelves know it not, or are

but little fenfibieof it. One confiderable part of the dif-

ea'e, is blindnefs of underllanding : fo that we may, and

mull, till our eyes are opened, be ignorant of our danger

—We may thmk and fay, that w^e are rich, and increafed

in ooods, and have need of nothing, while v/e are wretched

and miserable^ and blind and naked.

2. I'he fame thing appears trom the vifible ftate of the

world, and our own experience. Unbelievers are apt to

hear with inuiffertnce and negled, what they are told

from fcripture teflimony, unlels otherwife confirmed to

them; and it is with the unbeliever we have now to do.

Beiides, the ellablifliment of this truth, upon other evi-

dence than that of fcripture, oujzht to have a powerful in-

fluence, in inducing men to believe the other truths in

fcripture, that are conne61:ed with and founded upon it.

I think it therefore, highly proper, to lay before you what

evidence we have of our loit (late, from the obfervation of

the world, though the fcriptures had been filtnt. I would

likewife recommend to all, what fliali be faid on this fub-
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je£l, to preferve your faith unfliaken, and keep you from

blafphemous, unbelieving thoughts, if at any time you
fliould be tempted to them : fmce even mienlightened

reafon confirms the foundation of divine truth, and na-

ture, and providence confpire in preaching the dodtrine

of divine grace.

Now, doth not our experience, as well as the obferva-

tion of others, (hew us, that we are born in fm, and con-

ceived in iniquity ? May we not fay from our own know-
ledge, that the imaginations of the heart of man, are only

evil from his youth, and that continually ? Is there not a

pronenefs, and tendency to evil, univerfally to be obferved

in mankind ? and a backwardnefs and averfion to that

which is good? Is not this apparent even in children,

upon the firll dawn of reafon in their minds, and the firfi:

light of choice or inclination in their hearts? Surely it muft

be owned, that in that early period, they are at leail com-

paratively mnoctni—If any among us, is without fm, it

muft be the youngeft; yet folly is bound in the heart of a
child. How hard is it to guard them from evil, and to in-

fpire them with good difpofitions, even by the wifeft and

earlied: care, in their inilrudion? and even after the moil

fuccefsful pains, are there not ftill many remaining ble-

milhes, through the prevalence of corrupt nature, which

fnew, that the ground-work itfelf, was faulty ? But on the

contrary, hov; eafily do men learn that which is evil I

Do they need to be taught? Is it not enough to give them
licence? How juR: is that defcription in Jeremiah ? They

are wise to do evil^ but to do good they ha've no kno'coledge. I

am far from denying, that men are improved and forward-

ed in fm, by inib-u6\ion and example, as well as in that

which is good: but it is plain, they are far apter fcholars,

in the firil:, than in the lafl; which plainly fliews they are

more powerfully difpofed to it by nature. Nay, is it not-

evident, from the univerfal experience and teltimon3r of

thofe, who a'5l from a principle of Religion; that it is ex-

tremely difficult, with all the care they can take, to reful:

the propenfity of nature to the contrary ? And that in the

beft, it often gets the fuperiority, when they are off their

guard ? Is not this an evidence of the depravity and cor«
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r.uption of human nature, and lis tendency to evil r Are
t'noie who hate fm, often overcome by it, and fliall thofe

who love it, prefume to fay, they are free from it?

If any diould aflc, how I prove that that courfe of a^fllon

to which human nature is inclined is evil, without the af-

fiftance of fcripture ? I anfwer, from reafon ; and that

many ways—from its pernicious efictls on focieties, and
private perfons; from the teftimony of the world in ge-

neral, when others than themfelves are concerned, and
from the teiiimony of every man's confcience in his own
cafe. Who is there, that does not often feel in himfelf, a

powerful tendency to what he cannot but in his heart con-

demn? Ig not his confcience God's vicegerent? and doth

nofnatural religion, as v.ell as tiie religion of Chrift, de-

clare him corrupt ? So that I may fay with the Apoftle

Paul, not citing the palFage as a proof, but as an ill u Orati-

on and defcription of the charadler, and (late of natural

men, " I or when the Gentiles which have not the law, do
'' by nature the things contained in the h^^v; thefe having
" not the law, are a law unto themfelves, which fliew the

" work of the law written in their hearts, their confcience
*' alio bearing v/itnefs, and tlieir thouglits, the meanwhile,
'' accufing- or eife excufing one another."

Thus there is as much light remaining with us fmce

the fall, as to fliew, that we are out of the wa)', but not to

bring us back to it again.

As a ferious confideration of the flate of the wicked may
fliew us our natural impurity, fo it hath been long ago dif-

covered, and confelled by many of the ancient heathens,

Vv'ho never heard of the name of Chrill, nor knew of the

remedy. Thefe, difcei-ning by nature, the perfedly pure

and holy nature of God, and comparing it with the difpofi-

tions prevalent in man, could not reconcile them together;

but concluded; that a creature fo corrupt, could not come
in that condition out of the hands of its Creator. This

difficulty fome of them endeavored to folve by a Hate of

pre-exiftence ; which bears fome refemblance to the true

iblution, given of it in the holy fcripture: viz. the apollacy

of our firfl: parents; which entailed a corrupted nature

upon their poficrity, in which the light of nature and re-

vealed truth, il^eni almcft vvliollv to coincide.
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It is to the fame thing that I cannot help attributing the

practice, that {o univerfally prevailed over the heathen

world, before the coming of Chriil, of offering sacrifices,

to appeale the wrath of the deity, fuppofed to be offended.

That the cuftom of facrificing prevailed very generally,

perhaps univerfally among the heathen nations, at the

greateft dilhmce from, and having no correfpondence

with each other, is a certain and unqueilionable facl. Nei-

ther do I fee to what caufe v/e can afcribe it, unlefs to one
of thefe tvv^o; either an ancient tradition, from the begin-

ning of the world, and fpread with the inhabitants through

the feveral parts of it, as they feparated and peopled it ;

or to the common condition of human nature, which dic-

tated the fame thing to perfons in fuch dillant places.

If the firll of thefe fuppofitions is embraced, Vv'hich in-

deed I fuppofe to be the truth, it appears that facrifices

were appointed by God to man in his fallen Hate, for the

pardon of {\\\ and that they had reference to the great prp-

pltiatory facrifice of Chrill upon the crofs.

If we prefer the laft fuppofuion, it would feem as if the

confcioufnefs of guilt had uniformly prompted men in all

ages and nations, to offer up fome atonement for their of-

fences. In both cafes, it equally ferves to prove the cor-

ruption and linfulnefs of human nature.

Now, as what hath been faid, plainly proves the impu-
rity of man in his natural Hate, fo his mifery and liable-

nefs to punifhment may alfo be proved ; both as a natu-

ral confequence of his fmfulnefs, and even more plainly

by itfelf. There is not only a confiderable degree of actu-

al mi^fery in the v/orld, but pLain prefages of more to fol-

low it in the world to come. Need I take up much time,

in enumerating the feveral miferies and calamities inci-

dent to human life ? Are not oppreffion and injury from
one another, poverty, ficknefs, pain and death, the plain

fruits of fin, and vifible tokens of God's difpleafure ? Man
with fome marks of fuperiority and excellence of nature,

is even, by means of his fuperiority, his knowledge, and
forefight of his cv^n fufferings, more miferable, than any
other of the creatures, that is equally fubje6l to the ftroke

pf death.
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To the whole, I (hall only fubjoin one confideration

more, which is applicable to both parts of the argument—
I have often thought, that the natural terror and fear^
V)ith vohich men are possest of the presence of God, or any
remarkable token of his povoer, is nothing else but an in-

dication ofguilty or an apprehension ofnvrath.

You may fee fome incidents in fcripture, from which
it is rrtural to conclude, that when God makes any vifi-

ble manifeftation of his glory, or fends any of his angels

or minifters from heaven to earth ; thofe who are prefent,

are filled with the utmoft dread and terror.

Thus in the relation given of God's appearance upon
Mount Sinai, it is faid ; "And fo terrible was the fight,

" tbatMofes faid, I exceedingly fear and quake." See

another example, in Ifaiah— '' Then faid I, woe is me,
*' for I am undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips

;

" for mine eyes have feen the King, the Lord of Hofts.'*

And in the New Teflament, in the apofde John—*' And
^' when I faw him, I fell at his feet as dead."

And is not this always the cafe, in all ages, that upon
any remarkable appearance of an inhabitant of the other

world, or even when any fuch thing is falfely apprehend-

ed, the inhabitants of this world are filled with extraordi-

nary terror ? What is this do you imagine, but confci-

oufnefs of guilt, and apprebenfion of vengeance ?

Innocence has no enemy, and it has nothing to fear.

We are all in much the fame cafe with Adam, immedi-

ately after his firft tranfgrtffion ; when he heard God's

voice in the garden, he was afraid, and fled^ and hid

himself—We read of no fuch fear pofTeffing him, while he

retained his innocence, but as foon as he had finned, he

began to dread an avenging God.

From all this then, I would conclude, that reafon ac-

cords with fcripture, in faying, that all ha'uc sinned and
come short of the glory of God : that man in a natural

ftate, is wretched and miserable^ and poor^ and blind
^

and naked.
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AN INDUCEMENT TO COME TO CHRIST.

SERMON 24.

Rev. iii. 17,

Because tlioii sayest I am rich, and increased xvltJi goods, cmd
have need of nothing ; and knoive'st not that thou artzvretch-^

ed, and miserable, and poo t
, and blind^ and naked.

HAVING in a former difcourfe, proved, and illuf-

trated this truth ; that all mankind are by nature

in a Itate of fin and mifery, under the bondage of corrup-

tion, and liable to the wrath of God :— 1 proceed now to

the second thing propofed, which was to fliew you, that

being brought to a lively fenfe and genuine convi61:ion of

this, is the firft, and a neceffdry ftep to the faving know-
ledge of God in Chrifl.

On this, I fhall not need to fpend much time, as it Is

fo exceedingly plain, both in itfelf, and from what hath

been already faid—It is however necffiary to fet it clearly

before you, in order to lay a foundation for the improve-

ment of the fubje(5l.

If the dodlrine of Chrifl:, and of him crucified, proceeds

upon the fuppofition ©f our fmful and miferable condition

by nature ; then furely, it can neither be valued, embra-

ced, nor improved ; and indeed, i think hardly under-

ilood, by thole who know not this their natural Rate.
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What Chrifl; hath done, and promifes to do in our behalf,

is defigned as a remedy for our diftrefTed condition ; and

therefore, till the dillrefs is known, the remedy will be

fet at nought. If a phyfician Ihould offer his care and il^ill

for the recovery of a man, who ellcemed himfelf in perfe6:

health, would he not deride the propofal, fo long as he

continued in that opinion ? If any man fliould offer a

charitable fupply of clothes and food, to one who imagi-

ned himfelf immenfely rich, and gloried in his riches ;

would he not look upon it as the groffeft infult ?

Juil fo is the gofpel treated, by all fuch as fee not their

mifery. What is the fubftance of the gofpel ? ' To you
' O men, I call, and my voice is to the fons of men.
' Behold 1 I preach to you Chriit crucified, a Saviour
' fuited to your neceffities, able to fave to the uttermoll

' all that come to God through him. He is v/ell fitted to

' be a mediator, between you and your offended Maker.
* He hath offered himfelf up, a facrifice to the juflice of

' God for your fins, by the merit of which, you may be
' faved from deferved and impending ruin. He offers

' himfelf as a guide, to direft your feet in the Vv'ay of peace

' —to fland by you in the difficulties and dangers to

' which you are expofed, and to give you by his com-
' municated ilrength, a complete victory over all your

' enemies.'

What reply doth the unconvinced finner make to all

this? AVhy he faith, ' I knov*^ notlnng of this mifery you
' fuppofe, wherefore then a Saviour ? I fee no fm, v/hat

« neceffity then, for an atonement ? I fear no wrath,

' therefore v/ill leek for no Interceffor. My e3'^es are open,

' therefore I will have no guide. I know of no enemies,

* and therefore, will not enter into contention with a flia-

* dovv, or flee when no man purfueth.'

Thefe, my brethren, are either diredly, or implicitly,

the thoughts of men, in a fecure and unconvinced ftate ;

and while they are fo, they can fee no form nor comelinefs

in the Saviour, nor any beauty, that they fliould defire

him.

It is otherwife with the broken in fpirit. He fees his

own vilcnefs and unworthinefs, and therefore cannot
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iift his tyQ^ to God, but through the atoning blood of

Chrifl. He fears the aveJigcr of bloody and therefore flees

to the city of refuge—The meffage cf the gofpel is to

him indeed glad tidings of great joy, and he counts it a

faithful faying and ivorthy of all acceptation.

The juftice of this reprefentalion j^ou may fee, from
v.'hat our Saviour himfelf fays of the end of his coming.
" They that be whole need not a phyfician, but they that
" are fick : But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will

" have mercy and not facrifice ; for I am not come to call

" the righteous, but fmners to repentance."

See alfo the terms of his invitation. " Come unto me
** all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
" you red."

Appetite, and knowledge of neceffity, is firft required,

or fuppofed, to the beflowing of Gofpel blefiings— '* Ho I

" every one that thirfleth, come ye to the waters."

I iliall only add, that v/e find by the inftances recorded
in fcripture, of fuch as were converted by the preaching
of the gofpel ; that their converfion took its rife from
convi6lion of fin—" Now when they heard this, they were
" pricked in their hearts, and faid unto Peter, and to the
" rell of the apoflles, men and brethren, what fliall we
" do r" See alfo the inftance of the jailor—" Then he
" called for a light, and fprang in, and came trembling,
" and fell down before Paul and Silas : And brought them
'' out, and faid firs, what mufi: I do to be faved :"

Repentance tmto life, and the return of the fmner to

God, proceeds from the fame caufe, in every age. Who
are the perfons who believingly apply to Chrift for the
pardon of their fins, but thofe who fee they are undone
without him ? Who are the perfons in whofe eyes he is

mod: precious, and who maintain the mod habitual de-

pendance upon him ? Are they not thofe who have been
mofl; effeftually humbled, and fee their own infufficiency

for any thing that is good ?

From all this I conclude, that none can come to Chrifl

by faith, but thofe who fee themfelves to be ivreubed,
and miserable^ and blind^ and naked.

Vol. II. Y
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Let us now make fome improvement, of what hath

been faid upon this fubjed, for yt)ur inftrudlion and di-

rection.

I. I would improve what has been faid on this fubje(5l,

for difcovering the danger of many among us, who have

never yet been brought to a jufl: fenfe of their character

and ftate. Even the general behef, that fuch often have

in the fcriptures, may fhew them what they have to fear.

I might no doubt firfl; of all obferve, how very guilty and
miferable thofe are, who are moft notorious for fuis, of the

grofTeft and molt ihameful kind. But my fubjc6l leads

me more directly to confider, who are in general, unre-

7iezved^ than to mark the feveral degrees of guilt in parti-

cular fmners. From the text therefore, and the illuilra-

tion of it, I am authorized to declare to you, and/^^-
seecb you to bear it with application ; that all fuch as were

never brought to a real difcovery, and inward fenfe of

their miferable condition by nature, are flill in a flate of

wrath, and llrangers to the power of religion, whatever

may be their profeffion, and whatever may be their pre-

sent peace. Oh ! how eafy is it, to lay afleep a natural

confcience, and to keep a deceitful corrupt heart in a

llateof eafe and fecurity ? Some formality in outward du-

ty, fome moderation in fm, {q to fpeak, the natural de-

cay and weaknefs of human paflions, or youthful lulls,

in a characltr formed by human prudence, and regula-

ted by health, credit or gain, is often made to fupply the

place of a heart renewed by the fpirit and grace of God.

But confider, I befeech you, that though fome may be

ten-fold more the children of the devil than others, yet

all by nature, are the fervants of fin ; and " except a man
*' be born again, he cannot fee tl"us kingdom of God."

—

It is not only fuch as are profane, or unclean ; fuch as

riot in brutiih fenfuality ; fuch as are the plagues of hu-

man focicty ; vvho live in brawls and contention ; but all,

in whom an eflcntial change has never been wrought,

that are thus concluded under condemnation.

It is ufual for men to take encouragement, from feeing

others worfe tlian themfelves ; and to confider all the

threatenings in fcripture, as levelled againfl the chief and
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capital offenders ; but m}^ text is chiefly dlrefted to fuch

as fay they are '' rich, and increafed with goods." Can
you fay then, my brethren, that you have been brought

under genuine convidlions of fm ? Have you been obli-

ged to fall down proftrate before God, when fitting upon
the throne of his holinefs ? Have you found the fentence

of death in yourfclves, and difcovered no remedy but in

Ghrift ? If this has never been your cafe, you have reafon

to fear, that you are yet " in the gall of bitternefs, and in

" the bond of iniquity."

But I muft tell you alfo, that this is matter of feeling

more than of profeffion. It is not enough to fpeak ho-

norably of Chriil, or of his works. Many do fo, who ne-

ver felt their neceffity, or ferioufly and in good earned

applied to him. It were a happy thing, if all among our

hearers, who call for evangelical preaching, who quarrel

v/ith us when they think we do not preach the Saviour's

crofs—the loft frate of man, and the dodlrine of free grace,

were experimentally acquainted with thefe truths. Many
fuch have only been accuitomed to hear the Redeemer
fpoken of with reverence. They may be able to imitate

the language of fome of his fervants, though they know
very little of that brokennefs of fpirit, which accompanies

true repentance.

But lell this iliould be in any meafure miftaken, I mud
make thefe two obfervations—the first is, that a lively

{qw^q and deep conviction of fin, is, properly fpeaking,

but a negative mark of true religion
;
giving us to know^,

that the unhumbled are yet impenitent. For it is certain,

that many have been under very flrong conviftions, nay,

have been driven to the very borders of defpair with ter-

ror, who yet never were effedtually changed, but ftifled

their conviilions, and returned to their former fecurity of

heart, and carelefsnefs of life.

Secondly, there may be fome on the other hand, who
are truly born of God^ in whom the terrors of conviction

have not been very remarkable. This happens mod fre-

quently in the cafe of thofe, who are called in their infan-

cy, or earlier years, and who have had the advantage of a

careful, and pious education. It v/ould be dedru6;ive of



1/2 jln Liducement to come to Christ

»

the comforts of God's children to lay down one method^ in

which he always proceeds. He is free and fovereign, in

the manner of his dealing with fiimers ; and foftens feme

hearts by kindnefs, as well as others by correction . So

that if the end be brought about, we need be lefs folicitous

about the fteps of his procedure. Yet I think humility of

fpirit is infeparable from real religion; and if it be lefs

vifible in the anguiih of repentance, it will be Hill mani-

kk in the temper of the penitent.

II. Let iTse now, for the iniprovement of this fubjeifl;,

lay down a h\v of the bed and moil folid evidences of ge-

nuine convidtion of fm. And,
1. It is a good fign that convi^Slion is genuine, when

there is a clear and deep apprchenfion of the ci^il of Hn,

as well as the danger of it. When the mind dwells not

only on the atrocity of particular crimes, but on the agr

gravation of all fm, as fuch : When the finner is truly

oiTended with himfelf, for departing from his Maker's fer-

vice ; breaking his holy laws ; forgetting or defpifuig his

hinumerable mercies. There may be, and there is often

an apprehenfion of fuffering when there is little fenfe of

the evil of fin : but the convidion is then genuine, wheu
it makes the finner not only rem.ember what he has done,

but confess what he has desevued,

2. it is a good evidence, when the fenfe of the evil of

fin abides and grows, even though the fear of wrath ma)''

in a great meafure have abated.

It is obfervable, that convidiion of fin ufually takes its

rife from fome grofs or heinous a6ts, which firft alarm the

confcience, and in fuch a fituation the attention ol' the pe-

nitent is fixed on notliing elfe but the enormities oI" his

life. If this view continues, and produces its efiecls, he

is foon brought to fee and confefs the inherent vanity of

his heart ; the worldlinefs of his affeClions ; and tlie un-

profitablenefs of his converfation. It is a very common
thing for perfons who leem to have fome fenfe of the corn-

mifl^ion of crimes, to have little or no fenfe at all ot the

neglecl of duty, and of living daily to themfelves. It

was a heavy charge, however, brought by the prophet
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again (1 Belfliazzar : "And the God in whofe hand thy
*' breath is, and whofe are all thy ways, haft thou not glo-

" rified.'* Wherever there is true repentance, though

there naay be the greateft peace of mind, there will be al-

fo a deep and growing fenfe of the evil of fin, and the

obligation of being habitually devoted to God.

3. It is a good evidence^ when there is a continued

and growing efteem of the neceffity and value of the me-

diation of Chrift. It was to fave fmners that he came.

A fenfe of fin is necefiary to our receiving him ; and in

proportion to its ftrength will certainly be our attachment

to him. This indeed, is the great and vital principle of

the fpiritual life
—*' I am crucified with Chrift, neverthe-

'^ lefs I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me : and the

" life which I now live in the flefh, I live by the faith of

" the Son of God ; who loved me, and gave himfelf to

"die for me.''

4, The beft and fureft mark of real conviclion of fin,

is, if it leaves you poflefled of a deep hatred and abhor-

rence of it, and a daily folicitude to fly from it. Some
may counterfeit a fenfe of the evil of fin to their own
hearts; may have a real fear of its bitter confequences

;

and even a prefumptuous reHance on Chrift for pardon ;

and yet may, in fome inftances, adhere to the pradlice

of it.

Floods of tears from fuch a perfon, avail nothing : but

he hath certainly truly forrowed for ftn, who in his prac-

tice forfakes it -,
that is to fay, he is not willingly fubje(5l

to any known fm—but fays v/ith Elihu, '•^ That v/hich I

" fee not teach thou me : If I have done iniquity, I will

" do no more."

III. Let me befeech all ferious perlbns, to improve this

fubjed for the trial of their ftate. Examine, by the prin-

ciples above laid down, the reality, and the progrefs of re-

ligion in your fouls. Have you a growing fenfe of the evil

of fin, and of your own umvorthinefs?—This is at once

an evidence, and a mean of growth in grace. He that

thinks leaft of hirafelf is higheft in God's account; and the

more a believer increafes in holinefs and real v/orth, the
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more he increafes in humility. As it is an evidence, it is

alfo a mean, of further improvement ; for he that hath the

deepeft fenfe of his unworthinefs and weaknefs, will cer-

tainly live moft by faith on the merit and grace of his

Redeemer.

Therefore, Chriflians, try yourfelvesby this important

fign. Vv^hether do you, by religious duties, build your-

felves up on felf-righteoufnefs, or do you onl}* learn by
them, how far you fall fliort of what is incumbent on you ?

What innumerable evils compafs you about ? and there-

fore how much you have need of mercy inllead of reward?

Do you look upon the works of righteoufnefs which voii

have done, as fomething, by which you merit at the hand
of God; or do you look upon them, as the evidence of his

own work in you, and for j^ou, and give him the glory,

to whom it is due ?

\V, I fliall now conclude the whole, with a few direc-

tions for producing and preferving this profitable fenfe and

convi6lion of fm. And,
1. Let me beg of every hearer, the ferious confidera-

lion of himfelf and his ways. JMany have no fenfe of

their fmfulneis, becaufe they have no knowledge of them-

ielves at all ; but go through the world in uninterrupted

thoughtleffnefs and unconcern. Is there any thing of

greater moment than the ftate of your minds, and your

hope towards God? Inattention is perhaps a more uni-

verfal caufe of impiety, than high handed and obfi:inate

profanity. Would you but ferioufly confider your ways,

and lay to heart the things that belong to your peace, I

would count it a hopeful circumftance ; and expert, you

would fpeedily fee your danger, and God in his mercy
would lead you to the cure.

2. Give yourfelves much to reading, and hearing the

word of God, The entrance of his word giveth light.

—

It is profitable for doftrine, for reproof, and corredlion :

but it is particularly neceffary for conviction; for by the

law is the knov/ledge of fin. What wonder, if thofe who
never open a bible, and feldom enter into the houfe of

Godj fhould be ignorant of their guilt and niifery ? The
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word of God (hews his right in you, pleads his caufe, and

challenges your apoftafy. It is exceedingly rare that thofe

who have fairly turned their backs upon God's indituted

worfhip, are difturbed in their fecurity ; but are fufiered

to fleep on till they fleep the fleep of death. But it fre-

quently happens, that thofe who attend ordinances, even

from no higher principle than curiofity, cuftom, or form,

find that the word of God is afre ami hammer^ that break-

eth the rock in pieces :
" that it is quick and powerful,

" fnarper than any two edged fword, piercing, even to

*' the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and joints and
" marrow, and is a difcemer of the thoughts and intents

'' of the heart."

3. In the lad place. Let me befeech you, often to feat

yourfelves in the immediate prefence of God, or rather,

frequently to recollect, that you can no where go from his

fpirit, or fly from his prefence. There is, if I may fpeak

fo, a light and glory in the prefence of God, that difcerns,

and difciofes the works of darknefs. We may often ck-

cufs, or palliate our conduct to men, and even hide its de-

formity from our own view, when we could not judify it

to ourfclves, if v/e reflected, that '' it is open and manifeft,
"• in the fight of God."—If therefore there is any thing in

your practice, which you are inclined to palliate, and apt

to excufe—fuppofe you were (landing at the judgment
feat of Chrifi:, where all of us fhall fliortly be; and think,

whether your excufes will then ftand the tefl of his impar-

tial fearch.

*' If our hearts condemn us not, God is greater than our
" hearts, and knoweth all things."' It is therefore the

duty and interefl of every fmner, to take lliame and con-

fufion of face to himfelf, and apply to the "blood of
" fprinkling, which fpeaketh better things, than the blood
" of Abel."
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TRUST IN GOD,

SERMON 25,

ISAIAH 1. lo.

Who IS among you that fiarefh the Lord^ that ohnjeth the

voice oj his servant^ that rualketh in darkness, and hath no
light P let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
his God*

T is faid of every real believer, that he walks by faith

and not by fight. If this is true it will follow, that

his faith mart be expofed to a variety of trials, while he

continues in a world of fenfe. Thefe trials arife from

the (late of his ov/n mind—from his outward condition

—

from the flate of the world with which he (lands connect-

ed—and from the mutual influence of all thefe, one upon
another. From this fituation it is eafy to fee, that there

are few duties, for the exercife of which a good man will

have greater or more frequent occafion than that of truil

and reliance upon God. Trufl is the duty and the refuge

of the needy—of tlie dependant—of the weak—of the

timorous, and the diilreflfed. How many are included

under one or more of thefe charaders; or rather, who is

it that can fay he is altogether excluded ?

Agreeably to this, we need but open the facred volume,

to perceive how frequent the exhortations are to trufl in

God, and how many viev/s are given us of his power,
Vol, IL Z
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wifdom, mercy and faithfulnefs, to encourage us to an

unfhaken reliance. At the fame time, I am ferry to fay,

that there are few duties which are more imperfectly un-

derftood by many profefTmg Chriflians. Even pious per-

fons often fm both on the right hand and on the left, that

is to fay, both by diffidence and prefumption. I have,

therefore, laid hold of this opportunity, and made choice

of this pafTage of fcripture, in order to open and illuRrate

a little this important duty of a fervant of God. How
feafonable it is you will eafily perceive, for in the facra-

ment of the Lord's Supper we have fet before us Chrifi:

Jefus the unfpeakable gift of God

—

tlie great pledge of his

love, and the great foundation of our reliance upon liim,

not only for his faving mercy in general, but for every

neceflary blefling in our way to eternal reft.

This paflage of fcripture is alfo well fuited to the fub-

jedt. It Vv^as fpoken to the Jews in a lax and dilTolute age,

when many had turned their backs upon the fervice of

God—had deferted his ordinances and defpifed l]is fer-

vants, which is always an occafion both of aiilidion and

temptation to his own children. This appears from the

•firft words of the chapter. '* For thus I'aith the Lord,

" where is the bill of your mother's divorcement, whom I

" have put away ? And which of my creditors is it to

*' whom I have fold you ? Behold, for your iniquities

*' you have fold yourfelves, and for your tranfgreffions is

** your mother put away.'' As alfo from the 3d and 4th

vedes. *' I clothe the heavens with blacknefs, and I make
'* fackcloth their covering. The Lord God hath given
*' me the tongue of the learned, that I fliould know how
" to fpeak a word in feafon to him that is weary."

In difcourfmg further on this fubjeil, it is propofed,

through the aiUftance of divine grace,

I. To open a little the chara6ler and date of thofe who
are called upon and exhorted to truft in the name of the

Lord.

II. To explain the duty of truft, and point out the

foundation of it.
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III. To apply the fubjed for your indrudion and com-
fort.

In the Firft place then, I am to open a little the cha-
racter and (late of thofe who are here called upon and ex-
horted to trull in the name of the Lord.

Their defcription is as follows ; " Who is among you
" that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his fer-

" vant, that walketh in darknefs, and hath no light ? let

" him trufl in the name of the Lord, and flay himfelf
*' upon his God." It will help us to enter into^he fpirit

and meaning of the prophet's words, if we keep in view
the Hate of the Jewilh church, hinted at a little while ago.
" Who is among you;" that is, if there is one or more
if there is a fmall fele£l number in the m.idft of general
corruption and depravity, who have kept their garments
unpolluted, though iniquity abounds, and the love of

many waxeth cold. " That feareth the Lord ? " You
know it is common in fcripture to defcribe religion in ge-
neral by fome particular leading branch of it. The fear of
God is often made ufe of for this purpofe, as in that paf-

fage, there fhall be no want to them th^t/ear him. It

may, therefore, fignify thofe who have a fmcere and un-
feigned regard to the commandments of God, and have
chofen him as their portion and hope. Thofe who de-
fire and deferve to be didinguiflied from the profane de-
fpifer—the fecure formalift, or the difguifed hypocrite.

Thofe, in a word, who are, and who defire to appear to

ufe the llrong language of fcripture upon the Lord's fide

in every ftruggle, and who refolve with Jofhua, that what-
ever others do, for their part they will ferve the Lord.

But I cannot help thinking, we may alfo, with great

fafety, explain the words in a clofer and firiiter fenfe, and
fuppofe, that by fearing the Lord is to be unuerllood a due
reverence for his infinite majefty, a humble veneration

for his facred authority. This is a moil excellent fence
or guard to the confcience in an evil time, and a noble
prefervative from the fpreading infeftion and infinuating

poifon of prevailing or fafhionable fins. It is alfo the ufu-

al chara£ler of a diifolate age to have cad off fear, to treat

the moll facred things with fcorn, and to look upon that
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.holy folicitude to avoid fm, which appears in the carriage

and language of a child of God, as a mark of meannefs
or vveaknefs o\ mind. In fuch an age, one who fears

God is well defcribed by the prophet Ifaiah. " But to

" this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a
*' contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my word."

The next part of the character is, " and obeyeth the

" voice of his fervant ;" that is to fay, is willing to heark-

en to the melTage of God, by the mouth of his fervants.

The words of the text, no doubt, may be confidered as

primarily referring to the infpired prophets, who bore an

immediate commiffion, miraculoufly attefted, from God.

Many, even of thefe, were fet at nought, their meffage de-

rided, and their perfons infulted, when they attem^pted to

flem the tide of prevailing vice, or bolcily denounced the

divine vengeance againfl high-handed fmners. But the

fmcerely pious obeyed their voice. I lliall make no fcra-

ple to apply this to ourfelves, and the prefent age. Our
bleifed Redeemer hath ellabliilied in his church a landing

niiniftry, and the regular adminiltration of ordinances.

And though we have this treafure in earthen veflels, yet

in no other way doth he now communicate his will, and

vouchfafe his prefence to his people, but by the reading

and hearing of his word, and attendance upon his inftitu-

ted vvorlhip. It will, no doubt, therefore, be a part of the

character of a good man, that he will love the ordinances,

and obey the voice of the fervants of God, that he will

coniider him Vvho hath fent them, and receive inflrudtion,

not as the word of man, but as it is in deed and in truth,

the word of God.

On the other hand, when iniquity prevails, when irre-

ligion and profanenefs lift up tlieir heads, one of the molt

ufual concomitants, and one of the furell proofs of it, is a

neglect of ordinances, and contempt of thofe vvho are con-

cerned in their adminiftration : hew far this is at prefent

the cafe, I leave to yourfelves to judge. While I fpeak

this, my brethren, I do by no means defire to fee an igno-

rant people diilracted by the gloomy terrcrs of luperftiti-

cn, or led blindfold by the enchanted cord of implicit

faiths But fare 1 ain, there is an extreme on either hand,
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and thofe who truly fear the Lord, will honor the perfons,

and obey the voice of fuch as plead his caufe and fpeak in

his name. You may red affured, that though they neither

deferve nor claim any authority on their own account, yet

fo long as they Hand in the divine counfels, and fpeak the

divine word, their melfage will be attended v;ith this awful

fanction, " He that defpifeth you, defpifeth me, and hs
" that defpifeth m.e defpifeth him that lent me."

The iail part of the charadler here drawn, which lays the

foundation for the fubfequent dire6lion is, " that walketh
'' in darknefs and hath no light." Darknefs and light,

befides their literal, have often a metaphorical fenfe in

fcripture. They are, indeed, ufed with a good deal of

latitude and variety. But I think their metaphorical fig-

nification may be reduced to thefe two general heads.

1. Sometiuies light fignihes knowledge, and darknefs

fignines ignorance—as in Eph. v. 8. " Ye were fom.etim.es

" darknefs, but now are ye light in the Lord, walk as

*' children of light." Acls xxvi. i8. '' To turn them
" from darknefs unto light, and from the power of Satan
*' unto God.'' Job xxxvii. 19. '' Teach us what we Ihall

" fay unto bim, for we cannot order our fpeech by reafon
*' of darknefs."

2. Sometimes darknefs fignifiesdiilrefs or trouble, and
the correfpondent fignin cation of light is deliverance and
joy, as 2 Sam. xxii, 28, 29. " And the aillicled people
" thou v/ilt fave, but thine eyes are upon the haughty, that

'' thou mayefl bring them down, for thou art my lamp,
*' O Lord, and the Lord will lighten my darknefs." Job
xix. 8. " He hath fenced up m.y v;ay that I cannot pafs

;

" he hath put darknefs in my paths." Ffalm xcvii. 11.
*' Light is fovvn for the righteous, and gladnsfs for the
" upright in heart." Efther viii. 16. " And the Jews had
*' light, and gladnefs, and joy and honor."

None of thefe fenfes is to be excluded in the paifage be-

fore us. Believers may v/alk in darknefs, when ignorant

or uncertain as to what nearly concerns them, as well as

under diftrefs and trouble. They have alfo a mutual in-

fluence upon, produce, and are produced by, one another.

lor illuftrating this .a little mere particularly, obferve,
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that a goo.l man may walk In darknefs. i. When he is

in doubt or uncertainty as to his intereft in the divine fa-

vor. 2. When he is under the preiTure of outward cala-

mity. 3. Vv^hen the flate of the church is fuch, that he

cannot underftand or explain, in a fatisfying manner, the

courfe of divine providence. Thefe particulars I have it

not in view to enlarge much upon, but only to explain

them fo tar as is necelTa y to lay a foundation for what ihall

be afterwards offered on the duty to trufl in God.

I. Then, a good man may walk in darknefs when he

is in doubt or uncertainty as to his intereft in the divine

tavor. I apprehend that fome meafure of hope in God's

mercy is elTcntial to true piety, and not only the right, but

the poUcffion of every child of God. Faith and defpair

are beyond ail queflion inconiiflent. Faith and hope are

infeparable. Yet certainly the excellent ones of the earth

may be fomctimes involved in great perplexity and doubt.

This is plain from fcripture examples, from daily experi-

ence, and from the nature and reafon of the thing^. How
violent a llruggle do we ofien find the Pfalmiil David in,

between hope and fear ? "- O my God, my foul is call

*-'- down in me ; therefore will I remember thee from the

" land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill

*-* Mizar.'* Plow many do we fee every day under a fpirit

of bondage, who, though they flili cleave to God as their

portion, yet are often full of lears, and feldom dare confi-

dently affirm their intereft in, or relation to him. And
indeed how can it be otherwife? While we are here, our

fan6tification is but imperfedt ; and alas ! with regard to

many, it is often hard to determine, whether we fliould

not write upon it, 7ne?iG tekel, as effentially defedlive.

Sin feparates between God and his people, and caufes

him to hide his face from them. Nay, fomietimes, though

there be no particular or provoking crime, as the caufe of

his controverfy with them, he may withdraw from them

the light of his countenance, toexercife their vigilance, or

to try their patience. I know, my brethren, that the dif-

trefs of ferious fouls, when mourning after an abfent or an

angry God, crying to him in fecret, and following hard

iifter him in his ordinances, is by many treated with the
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higheft degree of contempt. Eut furely, if peace of ralnd

from a well-founded hope of the divine favor, icthe great-

eft of all prefent bleffings : and if this, from the variable-

nefs of our own conduct, is fometimes more, lbmetiir.es

lefs ftrong, and fometimes wholly fufpended : when this

laft is the cafe, it muft occafion inexpreifible concern, and
there can be no greater evidence of irreligion and impiety,

than to call it in queftion.

2. A good man may walk in darknefs when under the

preffure of outward calamity. This, in a real believer,

is never wholly feparated from the former. Even in it-

fclf, indeed, no afBiftion for the prefent is joyous but

grievous. The diforders of this feeble fram.e, poverty

and (Iraitnefs of provifion, unjufl: flander and reproach,

mull: be deeply and fenfibly felt by every good man, even
as he is a man. To this may be added, the lofs of rela-

tions, and concerns for the lufferings of others of evary

kind, which is always moft diftrefiing to the bed and ten-

dered fpirits. But outward calamities by thofe that fear

God, are felt moft fenfibly when they are confidered as

the rod of his anger, and bring fm to rem.embrance.

When he vifits his own children with any of his fore

judgments ; when he follows them with breach upon
breach, they are ready to fay, '' Surely he is fetting me
" up as a mark for his arrows, he is counting me his en^
*' my.'*—They are often at a lofs to underftand the caufc

of his controverfy with them ; and they alfo find it oftea

extremely difficult to bring their minds to a patient and
fubniiiTive refignation to his holy will. To thofe who
know their duty, and defire through divine grace to com-
ply w^ith it, k is no fmall difficulty to be obliged to flrug-

gle with a rifmg and rebellious heart within, as well as

fuffering from without, and to be alternately calliiig in

queftion, the certainty either of the love of God to them,.

Q,r of their love to him.

3. A good man may fometimes walk in. darknefs from
the afpe^ of Providence, and the ftatecf the Redeemer's
kingdom. The works of God are fought out of tiiem Vv^ho

have pleafure in them. !gut when they are not able to

penetrate the depths of the divine counfels, this becomes
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often a fource both of diftrefs and temptation. Wheti
wicked men are fuiTered to profper at their will—when
the good are oppreffed by the power and tyranny, or per-

iecuted by the malice, of their enemies—when the moll

generous attempts for the revival of truth and righteouf-

nefs are rendered abortive—when the profeffing lervants

of God are divided into parties, or marfhalled under
names, and their zeal m^ade to fpend itfelf in unnecePiary,

finful and hurtful contentions—wlien offences come, and
and thofe of the higheft profeffion or attainments are fuf-

fered to fall into grofs crimes, by which the mouths of

eneinies are opened to blafpheme ; then may, and muft
we adopt the v/ords of the Pfalmift—Pf. Ixxlii. lo— 14.
" Therefore, his people return hither ; and waters of a
*' full cup are v/rung out unto them : And tliey fay, how
*' doth God know ? and is there knovvdedp'e in the Mofi:o
*^ .High ? Beliold, thefe are the ungodly who profper in the

*' world ; they increafe in riches. Verily, I have cleanfed

" my h.eart in vain, and wafned my hands in innocency.
*' For all the day long have I been plagued, and challened

" every morning."

I proceed now to the second and chief thing propofed

from this pafldge, which was to explain the duty of trud

in God, and to point out its foundation.

Trufl, in the moll general view v\-e can take of it, may
be thus explained. It is a reliance or confidence in God,

that however difcouraging appearances may be for the

prefent time, yet, by his power and vv-ixclom, our defires

and expeclations ihall take place, whether as to deliver-

ance from trouble, or the obtaining of future bleffings.

—

When we can attain this happy frame of fpirit, it is an in-

conceivable relief and eafe to the mind under fuffering,

and is excellently exprelfed by the Pfalmid—Pfal. Iv. 22,
""• Gail thy burden upon the Lord, and he ihall fullain

" thee, he fliall never fuffer the righteous to be moved.'^

Let us then endeavor to explain the grounds of this as dif-

tlncily as poilible. And God gr^nt that it may be done,

not only in a clear, but in a folid and fatisfying manner,

fo as to alliil you in the practice of real and vital religionr
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t have already fliid, that our expe61ation is from the

power and wifdona of God. May we then reafonably e^-

pe6l, and is it our duty to believe, that we lliall receive

all that we de fire, and that is within the reach of divine

power and wifdoni ? Thefe have no bounds at all. AVe

know that nothing is too hard for the Almighty. He doth

according to his will in the armies of heaven and among
the inhabitants of the earth. This fuggefts to us that there

is fomething more necefTdry, in order to lay a proper foun-

dation for trufl:, viz. his goodnefs, to make our expedlati*

on probable, and his promife to ma];e it certain. Even
created beings can often do what they will not. This

holds particularly with regard to God, whofe power is

dire6led in its exercife bv his goodnefs, and limited by
his wifdom. His goodnefs, in general, encourages us to

go to him with a peradventure, or who can tell v/hether

he may not be gracious ? But in order to make our trufl

both diftincl and ilrong, Vv^e muft go to his promife, *' for

" he is faithful and keepeth covenant and truth for ever.'^

Truft then, my brethren, reds ulwmately on the promife.

It mufl: be precifely commenfurate, or of the fame extent

with the promifes. "Whoever doubts or calls in queflion

the certainty of what God hath promifed, is chargeable

with diilrufl; and whoever expeds to receive, in kind or

degree, more than he has promifed, is fo far guilty of pre-

fumption. This is the general rule, and I think it car-

ries fuch evidence with it, that every one mult be fenfible

it is juft, who hadi heard it with any mealure of attention.

Eat the great diiFiculty yet remains, which is, to apply

this rule to the various cafes that occur in the fpiritual life,

and to tell any particular perfon what it is his duty firmly

to believe, and hope he fliall receive from God, and what
it v/ould be prefumptuous and fmful in him to fix his ex-

peftation on. This is plainly of the greater importance,

that the more particular our trull is, as to the objed of

defire, it is the more powerfiil a fupport to the mind. At
the fame time it frequently happens, that the more parti-

cularly cur defires are formed, the foundation of our hope
appears the more uncertain and quellionable. On this

sccoant you may cbferve, that it is of the g^r^ateft moment
Vol. 'II.

'

A a
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to underhand the nature and tenor of the p^mifes ; or

rather, indeed, to explain the foundation of trull, and to

explain the nature and tenor of the promifes is one and the

fame thing.

For this end, it may be proper to diflinguifll the promi-

fes of God, as to futurity, into two heads, ahfolute and
conditional. By abfolute promifes, in this place, I un-

derlland only thole that are fo in the moll unlimited fenfe,

that is to fay, revealed as a part of the fixed plan of Pro-

vidence, fufpended on no terms but what all, of every

character, may expedl will certainly come to pals. Such
are the promifes after the flood, that fummer and winter,

feed time and harveft flioukl not fail—the con)ing of Chrilt

in the ^efn at the fulnefs of time, to the ancient Patriarchs,

and to us—the downfall of Aniichrifl;— the prefervation

of a church on earth, let its enemies be or do what they

Vv'ill—the calling of God's ancient people, the Jews, and
the coming of Chriil to judge the w'orld at the lall day.

Thefe are all called promifes in fcripture, and fo far as

they can he of any ufe to the people of God, either for di-

rection in duty, or reflraint from lin, or confolation un-

der trial, they are to be depended on, in the molt abfolute

manner, for they reil upon the certainty of the holy fcrip-

tures, and the truth of the unchangeable God, who " is

" not a man that he Ihouldlie, nor the fen of man that he
*' fiiould repent."
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TRUST IN GOD.

SERMON 26.

ISAIAH 1. lo.

Who is among you t/iat feareth the Lord^ that obeyeth the

voice of his servant, that xvalketh in darkness, and hath no

light f let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
his God,

HAVING, in a former dlfcourfe, opened the charac-

ter and flate of thofe who are called upon, and ex-

horted to truft in the name of the Lord, and entered upon
the fecond thing propofed, which was to explain the duty
of truft in God, and to point out its foundation ; and ha-

ving in this view confidered the nature of abfolute pro^

mifes—I proceed,

2. To confider the nature and ufe of conditional pro-

mifes. Thefe I am obliged, for greater diftinclnefs, to

divide into three different heads,— i. There are promifes

made to perfons of fuch or fuch a character, or in f«ch or

fuch a ftate.— 2. There are promifes, the performance of

which is fufpended on our compliance with fomething

previouily required, as the condition of obtaining them.—

-

3. There are promifes, not only fufpended on both the

preceding terms, but upon the fuppofition of fome cir-

cumllances in thsmfelves uncertain, or to us unknown,

Let us confider each of thefe v;ith care and attention.



i88 Trust in God.

I. There are promifes made to perfons of fuch or fuch

a character, or in fuch or fuch a Itate, which are, there-

fore, to be applied, and reited on, according as the evi-

dence of our being of this character, or in this ftate, is

clear or obfcure. In this I have particularly in view, the

blelTings of falvation, the pardon of fm, peace with God,
the fpirit of fandlification, and a right to everlafiing life.

Thefe all lie in an unbroken chain and infeparable con-

nexion, and might have been more briefly exprelTed, by
an intereil in Chrill the Saviour, who is the author, fource

and fum of thefe bleiTmgs ;
'' for all the promifes of God

" in him, are yea, and in him amen, to the glory of God
" by us." Let no judicious attentive hearer be furprifed

or diflatisfied, that I have ranked thefe among conditional

promifes, for you may obferve that I have exprelTed my-
felf thus, they are promifes m.adeto perfons of fuch or fuch

a charader, or in fuch or fuch a ftate. In this, they cer-

tainly differ from the promifes properly abfolute, mention-

ed above. It is far from my intention to do injurj^ to that

fundamental truth, that falvation is by grace. I elleem

that do'£lrine which proceeds upon a felf-righteous fyflem,

to be contrary to the Vv'ord of God, and molt pernicious to

the fouls of men. There is nothing at all required in

ibripture to be performed by us, as a purchafmg or meri-

ting condition. Every gracious a6l of the divine govern-

ment in our favor, is the fruit of the Redeemer's purchafe,

and every holy difpofition wrought in us, is the effedt of

his almighty grace. But it is certain, at the fame time,

that in order to our accepting thofe blelllngs, we mull: be

truly and deeply hunibkd, and fee ourfelves to be incapa-

ble and hel])lefs. We mull be unfeignedly wiliing to re-

nounce all claim of merit, and accept of falvation as it is

offered in the gofpel ; that is, in its full extent, and in the

free and fovereign manner of its communication. So far,

furely, we mull fay, the promifes of the gofpel are condi-

tional, or wholly pervert the word of God. I know of no
promifes then to the unbelieving and impenitent, unlefs

you call that a promife, that they fliall have '' their portion
' in the lake of fire that burneth with brimflone ; and that

•' the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever and
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Hear It, my dear brethren, it is the needy, thirlly, fenfi-

ble foul, that is invited to come and find reft. " Ho I

" every one that thirileth, come ye to the waters ; and he
" that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come
** buy wine and milk without money and without price.

*' Gome unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden,

" and I will give you reil." If any fliall think fit further

to fay, that the very deftination of the veiTels of mercy, is

of God's fovereign pleafure, that convidlion itfelf is by a

day of his power, and that faith which interefls us in

Ghrid's righteoufnefs is his gift ; I a,8[ree to the whole, but

obferve that it is improperly introduced here. No ufe

can pofiibly be made of the divine decree in the applica-

tion of the promifes. It is inverting the order of things.

Can any man fay, I truft in the mercy of God, becaufe I

have been ordained to everlafting life ? No man can de-

rive comfort from this, till by his efFedual calling it is

publifhed, and begins to be accompliflied ; and then he
may look back with wonder and gratitude to that everlaft-

ing love, by which he was chofen in Chrift, before the

foundation of the world. Can you judge of the fruit of a
tree by looking upon the root ? No, but you judge of the

flrength and deepnefs of the root, by the fulnefs of the

fruit, and the vigor and verdure of the branches. From
an improper mixture of what belongs to the fecret will of

God, and what belongs to us, as our duty, much error

and confufion arifes.

Now, my brethren, as to the application of thefe pronii-

fes of pardon and peace, the humbled fmner, the man
among us who walketh in darknefs and hath no light

—

who is burdened with a fenfe of guilt, anddifcouraged by
the threatenings of the law, the accufations of confcience,

and the pure and holy nature of God ; who perhaps has

all this aggravated by diftrefsand trouble, is called to trufl

in the name of the Lord, and ftay himfelf upon his God.
He is invited to confider and reft on the extent of the call,

the immutability of the promife, and the riches of divine

grace. If he is fo far from pleading any merit in himfelf,

or being diftatisfied with the plan of falvation laid dov/n in

the Gofpel, that h& is making every thing rn argument
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againft himfelf, and dare not lay hold of, or appropriate f®

unfpeakable a mercy : This is juft the efied of diflruit,

and he is called, in the ftrongeit manner, in the text, to

•'trud in the name of the Lord, and flay upon his God."
"\¥ith how many gracious alTurances for this purpofe is the

fcripture filled. John vi. 37. " All that the Father hath
** given me fliall come to me, and hini that cometh unto
'•'' me I will in no wife call out." Heb. vii. 25. *' Where-
*' fore he is able alfo to fave them to the uttermoft that

" come to God by him, feeing he ever liveth to make in-

'' terceffion for them." Rev. xxii. 17. "And the fpirit

" and the bride fay. Come. And let him that heareth fay,

** Come. And let him that is athirft come. And who-
" foever will, let him take of the v/ater of life freely." All

things, Chrift excepted, are to be renounced, and the all-

fufiiciency of a Redeemer is to be the foundation of our

hope. The penitent will fay with the apoftle, Phil. iii. 8,

" Yea, doubtlefs, and I count all things but lofs for the ex-

" cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord :

*' for whom I have fuffered die lofs of all things, and do
" count them but dung, that I may win Chrifl, and be
*^ found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs which
*' is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chrifl,

'' even the righteoufnefs which is of God by fliith."

2. There is a fecond clafs of promifes, the performance

of which is fufpended on our previous compliance with

fomething required as the condition of obtaining them. In

thefe we are not only called to accept of the divine mercy,

but commanded to obey the divine will. I'he order in

which I have placed thefe, will, I hope, prevent you from

mifunderflanding or mifapplying what may be faid on

them. This clafs includes all the promifes in fcripture

regarding the daily progrefs of a believer in his fanftifica-

tion and conformity to God, as w^ell as the increafe of his

comfort and peace. I am fenfible, that as the reconcilia-

tion of a fmnerto God, and his right to what is called in

icripture the promise of eternal life, is of free and unme-

rited mercy, fo, no doubt, all the inferior or fubordinats

promifes flow from the fame fource, nay, in a certain

meafure, they are entirely upon the fame footing with
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thofe formerly mentioned ; that is to fay, final peifeve-

rance, real growth in the fpiritual life, and neceflary com-

fort, are the fure and purchafed portion of every one that is

born of God. Rom. viii. 29. " For whom he did fore-

*' know, he alfo did predeftinate to be conformed to the

*' image of his Son, that he migiit be the ^.rW born among
" many brethren." But in the dillribution of thofe gifts,

particuhirly in their meafiire, there is not only an un-

known regard to the good pleafure of God, but a known
and eftdblilhed regard to our conduct in duty. Thus the

abundant fuppiy of th;^ fpirit is the fruit and return of di-

ligence in praver. IvTatth. vii. 7. '^ Afii and it (hall be
*' given you, leek and ye Iball find, knock and it fliall be
*' opened unto you." See alio Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. com-
pared with the 37th. ''Then will I fprinkle clean water
*' upon you, and ye fhall be clean; from all your filthinefs

" and from all your idols will I cleanfe you." S^c. Thus
" faith the Lord, yet for all this will 1 be enquired of by
" the haufe of Ifrael to do it for them." Thus alfo inward

confolation, as well as outward fecurity, is exprefsly pro-

mifed as the effeft and reward of uniformity and diligence

in duty. Ifa. xxxii. 17. '' And the workof righteoufnefs
*' fliall be peace, and the effect of righteoufnefs quietnefs

" and affurance for ever." As the counterpart and illuf-

tration of this, you fee, that a departure from fhe path of

duty brings on the threatened, or perhaps I ought to call it

the promifed, rod of correction. Pfalm Ixxxix. 30—33.
" But if his children fliall forfake my law, and not walk
'' in my judgments; if they break my fiatutes, and keep
*' not my commandments; then Vv^ill I vifit their tranf-

" greflions with a rod, and their iniquities with ilripes.

" Neverthelefs, my loving-kindnefs will 1 not take from
" him, nor fufiPer my faithfulnefs to fail." In the fame

manner, Ifa. xl. 30, 31, '' Even the youths fliall faint and
" be weary, and the young men fliall utterly fall : But
" they that wait upon the Lord ihall renew their flrength ;

" they fnall mount up with wings as eagles ; they fhali

" run and not be weary—they fhall walk and not faint."

Agreeably to all this, you know, our blefied Lord prefcri-

bed vvatchfulnefs and prayer as the great prefervatives
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agaitifl: temptation, and whoever expecls either fpiritual

ilrength or comfort, while he relaxes his diligence in the

way of di>ty, is guilty of that fm, which is called in fcrip-

ture, tempting God; and fhall aiTuredly meet with a

dreadful difappointnient.

My brethren, as much of the daily exercife of real be-

lievers regards their progrefs in fan61ification, and their

peace and comfort, it is proper that you fliould carefully

attend to the tenor of thefe promifes, and to what ought to

be your reliance upon them. I fhall fum up, in a few par-

ticulars, what I apprehend to be of mod importance,

1. Truft in thefe promifes implies felf-denial, and a

deep fenie of yonr own weaknefs. Thefe promifes would

be unnecelTary and fuperfiuous, were we not infufficient of

ourfelvesfor anything that is good. Trufl; in God ftands

directly oppofed to all fslf-dependance. Proverbs iii. 5.

*' Truit in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to

'' thine own underftanding." How jealous God is, if I

may fpeak fo, of the honor that is due to him in this re-

fpecl, may be feen from the many foul and fliameful

crimes into which he permitted fome of his beft faints to

fall, v/hen they were off their guard by floth, or Hill more
provoked him by pride and prefumption. Noah's drunk-

ennefs, Mofes's paflion, David's adultery and murder,

nnd Peter's denial of his mafter. i Cor. x. 11, 12. " Now
*' all thefe tilings happened unto them for enfamples, and
*' they are Vv^ritten for our admonition, upon whom the
*'• ends of the world are come. AVherefore, let him that

" thinketh he llandeth, take heed left he fall." For this

reafon the apoftle Paul fays with great propriety, and with

great force, which is equally applicable to himfelf and

other believers, a fceming paradox, i Cor. xii. 10. " For
" v/hen I am weak, then I am flrong."

2. As we are to put no truft in ourfelves, ^0 we are to

exercife the moftunfhaken confidence of our being able

to difcharge any duty or undergo any trial by the help of

the y-i! mighty—Oli ! how ready are we to fin on both

hands? How often do we prcfume upon our own ftrength

and forget the neceflity of applying for divine aid .''—And
on the Qiher hand; how prone arc v/e to timidity or de-
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rpondence in difficult cafes ? When corruptions have long

kept their ground, we are ready to dread their influence,

and to make but little out of the promifes in fcripture,

that we fhall be made " more than conquerors through
" him that loved us." We have learned, by fad expe-

rience, that in us dwelleth no good thing, and yet it is

Ions: before we will attend to the leffon that follows hard

upon it, " My grace Is fufBcient for thee, and my ftrength

'' fhall be made perfect in weaknefs."

3. As thefe promifes are exprefsly made to the dili-

gent, you mud flill remember that your own attention and
application to duty is elTentially necefllu-y, and that the

alfiflance promifed from on high, is always reprtfented in

fcripture as an argument and encouragement to diligence,

and not a warrant or excufe for iloth. Philip, ii. 12.
'^ Work out your own falvation with fear and trembling,

" for it is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of
** his good pleafure." It is alfo Vv'ell worthy of notice,

that the fame prophet Ezekiel, who fays, chap, xxxvi.

26. " A new heart alfo will I give you, and a new
'' fpirit will I put within you," changes the form of his

cxprefiion ; and in another place, chap, xviii. 31, 32,

fpeaks in the following teriris ;
" ('.aft away from you all

*' your tranfgreffions whereby ye have tranfgreffed ; and
*' make you a new heart and a new fpirit ; for why will

" ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ? For I have no pleafure in
*' the death of him that dieth, faith the Lord God ; where-
" fore turn yourfelves, and live ye." In coniequence of

this,

4. In the lafl place, truft in God will make us ready

to acknowledge, that when we fail in duty, when we for-

get or break our refolutions, the fault is certainly in our-

selves. It is impoffible to excufe or juftify ourfelves in

any degree, without laying the blame, in the fame pro-

portion, upon God, and calling in queilion his faithful-

nefs and truth. But whatever our treacherous hearts

may fm fully fuggeft, we are not flraitened in God, but

ilraitened in our own bov/els. AVe find him pleading his

own caufe, in this refpedl, in many paffages of fcripture.

Ifa. lix. I. "- Behold, the Lord's hand is not fnortened,

Vol. II. B b
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" that it cannot fave ; neither his ear heavy, that he can-
" not hear ; but your fins have feparated between vou and
*' your God, and your iniquities have hid his face from
" you, that he will not hear." Upon the whole, trufl in

thefe promifes is no other than an humble and diligent

application to duty, under a deep fenfe of weaknefs, and

dependance on promifed llrength, accompanied with a

firm perfualion, that " in the name of the Lord we fhall

** tread down our enemies," and go on from ftrength to

llrength, " till we appear before God in Zion."

3. Another ciafs of promifes are thofe that are fuf-

pended, not only on the fame conditions with the two

former, but upon fome other circumllances in themfelves

uncertain, or to us unfeen. Thefe are temporal mercies

or rather temporal profperity, deliverance from prefent

diHrefs, and abundance or affluence of outv\'ard enjoy-

ments. Perhaps we may alfo add fpiritual confolation,

and fcnfible joy in God. 1 find no temporal promife

precifely fixed to the fervant of God but this: " Bread
*' fliall be given him, and his ^ater fliall be fure V and it

is certainly his duty, in the mod flraitening circumitan-

ces, to maintain a confident dependance on the power

and wifdom of Providence for necefTary fupply. I do not

condemn thofe, who, when reduced to extremity, have

adually pleaded this divine promife, and againll hope,

have believed in hope ; and I am perfuaded, inftances

have not been wanting, of relief furnifhed in a manner
next to miraculous. But as to every other degree of tem-

poral profperity, God hath referved it in his own hand to

give or with-hold it at his pleafure, that is, as he fees it

will be moil for his glory, and the benefit of his people.

It is lawful then, my brethren, for you to endeavor to

procure, by honed induflry, the increafe of your fubilance,

to look well to the flw^te of your flocks and your herds,

and to afe by prayer the blefTing of God upon your labors.

It is lawful, and it is your duty, by regularity and care to

preferve life and health, as well as to afk ol the Father of

vour f;)irits, recovery from ficknefs, or deliverance from

any other kind of diftrefs. But you are not warranted to

believe that thefe petitions fliall be granted in hand, or in
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your own time and meafure, even though you ?Sk them in

fmcerity with the prayer of faith. There may be reafons

for with-hoJding them, and yet you may be accepted in

your prayers. An infinitely wife God knows bell what

is for your good, and he only hath a right to determine

in what part of his own fervice ; where and how long he

fhall employ you. Trufl: in God, therefore, in this re-

I'pedt, implies a careful attention to the tenor of the pro-

mifes with regard to temporal mercies, and not to look

for, or even, if polTible, defire what he hath not promifed

to beRow.

If I am not millaken, wefliall find it of moment, upon
this fubjedl, to, obferve, both what he hath not and what
he hath certainly promifed. He has no where promifed

that his own people fliall be the rlcheft or the greatefl on
earth ; but he hath certainly promifed to blefs their pro-

vifion, and allured them that a little that a jull man hath,

fhall be better than the riches of many wicked. He has

riot promifed that they fliall be free from fuffering ; but

he hath certainly promifed to fupport them by his ov/n

prefence under their diflrefs. Ifa. xliii. 2. " When thou
" paflelt through the waters, I will be with thee ; and
*' through the rivers, they fliall not overflow thee ; when
*' thou walkefl through the fire thou flialt not be burnt

;

*' neither fhall the flame kindle upon thee." The truth

is, he hath promifed that " all things fhall work together

" for their good.*' In one word, they have indeed all

mercies promifed, only they themfelves are not in a con-

dition, at prefent, to judge what they may ufe with fafety,

and what not. As the heir of an opulent eftate, though

he is proprietor of all, yet is laid under reftraint while in

infancy and non-age, becaufe he v/ould foon ruin himfelf if

it were committed to his own management ; fo the be-

liever, though an heir of God, and joint heir with Chrifl,

yet till he is meet for the inheritance, he muft be at his

Maker's and Redeemer's difpofal. Take in, therefore,

only this limitation, and then fee his extenfive charter.

I Cor. iii. 21. " For all things are yours; whether Paul,
'' or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death,

*' or things prefent, or things to come; all are yours; and
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" ye are Chrlfl^s, and Chrifl: is God's." What then is

the duty of a child of God ? It is to breathe after more and
more fubmiflion to the divine will, and to annex this re-

ferv^ation to every petition of a temporal nature, neverthe-

lefs, not my will but thine be done. And oh I my bre-

thren, how happy the perfon who hath feen the weaknefs

of human judgment; w^ho waits the intimation of God's

will, before he will fuffer his defires to fallen v/ith eager-

nefs on any earthly comfort, and who endeavors to keep

himfelf free from perplexity, by an humble and fubmiflive

reliance on the all^fufficiency of God !

I obferved in entering on this part of the fubjeft, that

fpiritual conlblation, or fenfible joy in God, is to be con-

fidered as a promife of the fame clafs, which mud, there-

fore, be aflced withlubmiffion, and is difpenfed according

to the good pleafure of a gracious but fovereign God. I

am fenfible, as has been formerly obferved, with another

view, that fome degree of comfort neceffarily follows from

a believer's relation to God, but many picus perfons fcem

to defire and to expedl feniible comfort in a higher mea-

fure than God fees it meet to give them, or, than is pro-

per for them in the prefent fiate. It is with Ipiritual prof-

perity as with temporal, every one cannot bear it. There-

fore, it is our duty ftili to be fenfible that we have much
more comfort and peace tb.an w^e deferve, and as we defire

and ftrive for greater degrees of it, to accompany thefe de-

fires with much humility and refignation to the will of

God.

I proceed now to the laft thing propofed, which was to

make a practical application of this fubjecl for your in-

ilrudion and dire6tion.

I. From what has been faid, you may fee what judg-

ment you ought to form of invv'ard fuggeftions, and ftrong

or particular imprefTions upon your minds. There are

fome extremely prone to interpret a text of fcripture, fud-

denly fuggelled to their minds, or any ftrong impreifion

made on them, as an immediate meffage from God, to be

diredly applied to themfelves : Others, in oppofition to

this, as enthufiaflicai and vifionary, feeni to give up tYc-

ry expedation of being able to fay with the Pfalmifl^
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** I blefs the Lord who hath given rile connfcl, my reins

^' alfo inilrud me in the night feafon." I beg, therefore,

that you may obferve, that the fuggeftion of a palTage of

fcripture, of itfelf gives no title to the immediate appli-

cation of it, becaule the great deceiver may undoubtedly

fugged fcripture, as we find he could reafon from it in our

Saviour's temptation. V/e are, in every fuch cafe, to

confider the tenor of it, if it be a promife or encourage-

ment, that is, how and in what mianner it may be Mc\y
applied. If any thing happens to be fuggefted that ex-

prefsly fuits our prefent condition, either by letting home
the obligation of duty, with particular evidence upon the

confcience, or pointing out the grounds of comfort, it

ought to be thankfully acknowledged as from the fpirit of

God. For example, if a perfon under the power of a

fpirit of bondage, and fear of divine wrath, hath fuggefted

to him any of the extenfive gracious affurances of mercy
to the chief of fmners, it is his duty to lay hold of it. It

is dire6lly fuited to his condition, and would be the very

thing that a wife and judicious paflor would recommend
to him for his relief. Ke may therefore, without hefita-

tion, blefs God for it, if it is brought with power and ef-

ficacy upon his heart. In the fame manner, if a perfon

under trouble hath fuggefted to him any of the promifes of

fupport under it, furely he ought, in the difcharge of his

duty, firmly to rely on the accompliflim.ent of that part of

the word of God. But in the refiex examination of a

perfon's charadler or fiate, to apply the fudden fuggeftion

of a promife or privilege, perhaps of a conditional nature,

is certainly both fmful and dangerous. Sinful, becaufe

without warrant; and dangerous, becaufe leading to de*

lufion.

2. From what hath been faid, you may fee what it is

that we ought to feek for with the greateft earneftnefs,

and may hope to obtain with the greateft confidence.

Recollect, I befeech you, the order in which I have men-
tioned the promifes of God as the objeds of truft and re-

liance. Firft of all the promifes of falvation, deliverance

from the guilt of fm, and a right to everlafting life 5 ne^it
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u'hatevcr is necelTary to the prefervation and improvement
of the Iplritual life ; and then in the third place, proper

accommodation and fuitable provifion in our pafTage

tlirough the prefent world. They are here ranked accord-

ing to their value in themfelves, and the value which we
ihoald put upon them. Let us, therefore, take care that

v/e never violate this order, which is neceflary, not only

becaufe of their comparative value, but becaufe of their

mutual influence one upon another. Jt is in vain for us

to expe6>. to attain to the habit or practice of holinefs, till

we are united to God by faith in Jefus Chrift. All the

promifes of the gofpel are ratified in him. All the divine

fulnefs is treafured up in him. Every divine gift is dif-

penfed by him. Therefore, he fays John xv. 4. " Abide
^^ in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit

'* of itfelf, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye,

" e.^cept ye abide in me." And the apoftle Paul, Gal. ii.

20, '•' I am crucified with Chrifl ; neverthelefs ! live;

** yet not 1, but Chrifl liveth in me ; and the life which I

*' now live in the flefn, 1 live by the faith of the Son of
'^ God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me."

In the fame manner nothing can be more prepofierous

than to fix our affeclions upon temporal mercies, or our

Jittention upon the promifes that relate to them, fo as to

lofe view of our interell in God's favor, and the progrefs of

ourfanflification. All the temporal promifes in fcripture

are made to the children of God as fuch, and for carrying

on the purpofes of his grace in them.—Your heavenly

Father knoweth that ye have need of thefe things. There

is no promife in the whole volume of infpiration to the

wicked and impenitent. '' There is no peace, faith my
'^ God, to the wicked." He will either rebuke them in

his VvTath and chafien theoi in his hot difpleafure, or give

them up to a curfed, hardening, llupi Tying profperity,

than which, no ftate on earth, is more to be dreaded.

—

Ghriftian ! never fufFer an anxiety about your outward

flate to fupplant or go before, or even to be feparated from

a concern, that you may not be found wanting when
v/eighed in the balance of the fani^uary.
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3. Let me befeech you to adore the wifdom, juflice and

mercy of God, in the order he hath eilablifhed, according

to the (liiTerent nature of the promifes. That which is of

moil, nay, properly fpeaking, of unfpeakable value, and

radically contains all the reft, is placed firfl in order, and

olFcred in the moil free and gracious manner, without

money and without price. Salvation is preached to the

chief of finners, and a Saviour held forth as able to fave

to the uttermofl: all that come to God by him. Many
ufes might be made of this, but the fmgle ufe I intend to

make of it, at prefent, as connected with the duty of truft,

is to filence the complaints of envy and impatience. How
prone are many to look with an evil eye upon the more
extenfive poiTelTions and greater apparent outward com-
fort which others enjoy? Does it not ailonifh you to think

how much unbelief and ingratitude there is in thofe re-

pining thoughts ? Meannefs of rank, and poverty of ftate,

are no hinderance at ail to an interefl; in Chrill, and a

right to everlafling life. Nay, the gofpel is preached to

ihe poor.—Many a Lazarus has been carried by the an-

gels to Abraham's bofom, while the rich and luxurious

have lifted up their eyes in torments. Will you, can you,

dare you then complain.^ Will you envy the man of the

world, his fiately palace—his elegant furniture, and his

fumptuous fare I What is the amplell portion in the pre-

fent life compared with the fure mercies of David? What
child of God would exchange with any wicked man a

prifon for a palace, or a fcaHbld for a throne ?

I befeech you to add to all this, that, even with regard

to prefent peace cr comfort, there is no comparifon be-

tween a good man and a bad. " A man's life doth not
" confid in the abundance of the things which he poffefles."

This is a truth not only often repeated in the facred ora-

cles, but written in the clearefr and mofl legible charac-

ters in the hillory of Providence.—Nay, even indepen-

dently of virtue or religion itfelf, every human calamity,

whether arifmg from ficknefs, reproach, contention, fear,

or ungratified defire, rages with greater violence in the

higher, than in the lower llations of life. A vain and
conceited monarch.once fent to afk at an heathen oracle,
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who was the happiefi: man on earth ? and met with a &^
ferved difappointment in the reply. If we ihould put a

queftion much more profitable, as well as much more ea-

fily refolved, in what rank of life the moft exquifite human
mifery has been found ? I have no doubt but it ought to

beanfvvered, upon a throne. Experience will always ra-

tify the wife man's obfervation : Better is a dinner of
herbs ijjhcre loue is, than a stalled ox and hatred there-

ivith, A fan6lified lot is an ineftimable treafure. The
blefTmg of God on a cruife of oil, and a pot of meal, Is

better than inexhaullible mines of gold and filver. What
caufe of contentment and patience to the child of God !

In the lad place, you may learn from what has been

faid on the fubjecl, what is the plainell, the fhorteft, and
indeed the only fure way to deliverance from diftrefs or

calamity of whatever kind. It is to fly to the mercy of

God through the blood of Chrill, to renew the exercifes of

faith in him, and, in proportion as it pleafes God to fill

3^ou with all joy and peace in believing, you will perceive

every other covenant-blefiing flov/ clear and unmixed
from this inexhaufted fource. It will lead to repentance,

humiliation and fubmiffion. The fandlified ufe of the af-

lii6lion will be obtained, and this brings deliverance of it-

felf ; for no rod will be continued longer, than it hath an-

fwered its end. At any rate, when fufFering is neceffary,

grace, to fuller with patience, fliall not be v/ithheld.

—

Would you have any more, and is not this remedy always

at hand ? Can the pooreil man fay it is not within the

reach of his purfe ? It is, at once, effedtual and univerfal.

It was once faid in contempt of a worthy and pious mi-

niiler, that he made {o much of the blood of Chrifi:, that

he would apply it even to a broken bone. But bating

what may be thought indecent in the exprefTion, chofen

on purpofe to bring a good man into ridicule, the thing

itfelf^ I make bold to affirm, is a great and a precious

truth. Faith in the blood of Chrid makes a man fuperior

to all fufferings. It fofcens their afpe6l— it abates their fc-

verity—nay, it changes their nature. When a man is

under diilrefs or calamity of any kind, and confiders it

enly in iifelf, and independently of his relation to God,
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it retains its old nature, and taftes with all the bitternefs of

the original curfe ; but when it is confidered as limited in

its nature—in its meafure and its continuance by a kind

Saviour, the believer fubmits to it with patience, as a part

of his Creator's will ; bears it with patience in his Re-

deemer's llrength, and fometimes is enabled to embrace

it with pleafure, as fervrng to carry him to his father's

prefence. Is this going too far ? No, my dear brethren ;

thefe are great realities to which the word of God, and the

experience of his faints, bear united evidence. Many
here prefent, I doubt not, have been witnelTes of this truth

in the carriage of their relations now with God ; and not

a hw^ I truil, will repeat the tellimony to fucceeding ages.

I conclude all with that animated paffage of the apoftle

Paul—2 Cor. iv. 16, 17. " For which caufe we faint not;

" but though our outward nian perifli, yet the inwatd man
*' is renewed day by day. For our light afflidlion, which
** is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more, exceed-
" ing and eternal weight of glory."

V^OL. II.
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On the purity or the HEART.

SERMON 27.

Proverbs xxx. !•>

Ttvo tJungs Juroc I required of thee^ clenif ine them not before

I die : removefarfrom me vanity and lies ; give me neither

poverty nor riches ; feed me with fod convenientfor me,
lest J befull and deny thee^ and say ^ who is the Lordf or
lest I be poor and steal^ and take the name of my God in.

vain.—

My Brethren,

OU R dependent condition as creatures, and much
more our dangerous condition as fmners, expofed

to daily temptation, renders prayer a duty of the mod ab-

folute neceffity. You muft all be fenfible, how frequent

and prefling the exhortations to it are in the holy fcrip-

tures. And, indeed, there cannot be a better evidence

of aright temper of mind, than an habitual difpofition to

the exercife of this duty.

But as prayer is a necefiary duty, we ought to give the

greater attention to the manner in which it is performed.

We ought to afk only for fuch things as are truly fafe and
ufeful. We ought al fo to offer up our prayers with im-

J)ortunity, or referve, according to the nature ^and com-
parative imj^ortance of thofe bleflings we defire to obtain.'
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All our wants are perfedlly known to God ; he is alfo the

beft judge of what is fit for us, and therefore, our petitions

fhould be well weighed, and exprefTed in fuch terms, as,

at the fame time that they intimate our defires, leave

much to himfelf, as to the meafure and manner of fatis-

fying them.

We have an e^^cellent example of this pious and pru-

dent condu(^, in the prayer of the prophet Agur, jull read

in your hearing. All his requefts are fummed up in two

general heads. Thefe he feems to infift upon, as abfolute-

ly necefTary to allc, with that humble, holy confidence

which is founded on the divine promife, that if we afk any

thingj agreeable to his will, he heareth us. He feems alfo

to afli tlitm, as what would fully fatisfy him, and be fuiFi-

cient for the comfort of the prefent life, and the happinefs

of the life to come. " Two things," fays he, " have I re-

*^ quired of thee, deny me them not before," or, as it

ought rather to be tranflated, '' until I die-'^

Thefe two reqijefts are conceived in the following terms
—" Remove far from me vanity and lies, give me neither

*' poverty nor riches-" The firfl, viz. " remove far frpm
*' me vanity and lies," evidently relates to the temper of

his mind, and the ftate of his foul- The fecond, vizr

*' give me neither poverty nor riches," relates to his out-

ward condition orcircumflances in the prefent life. There

are two things in the general ftruclure of this comprehen-

five prayer, that merit you particular attention. Firft,

The order of his requefl ; beginning with what is of mofc

importance, the temper of his mind, and his hope towards

God; and then adding, as but deferving the fecond place,

what related to his prefent accommodation.

Secondly, The cgnneclion of his requefts. The choice

he makes as to his temporal condition, is in imniediate

and direct fubferviency to his fandlification. This is plain

from the arguments with vdiich he prefTes, or the reafons

which he affigns for his fecond petition. '^ Give me nei-

" ther poverty nor riches, left I be full and deny thee,

** and fay, who is the Lord ? or left I be poor and fteal,

^ and take the name of my God in vain."
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My brethren, I am perfuaded that this fubject can hard-

ly be, at any time, unfeafonable to a Chriftian afteinbly,

as our mifplaced, exceflive, and unreafonable defires are

the greateit enemies to our progrefs in holinefs, as well as

to our comfort and peace. Perhaps, however, there are

Ibme circumHances that render it peculiarly proper for

this auditory. Young perfons are very apt to cherifli vail

and boundlefs defires as to outward things; and having

not yet experienced the deceitfulnefs of the world, are apt

to entertain exceflive and extravagant hopes. The truth

is, rich and poor, young and old, may here receive a lef-

fon of the utmofl: moment.
Let me therefore intreat your attention, while I endea-

vor to open and improve this pafTage of the holy fcrip-

tures ; beginning, at this time, with the firfl requeft
*' Remove far from me vanity and lies."

In difcourfing on which, I will endeavor,

I. To explain the import of it, or fliew at what it chief-

3y points, and to what it may be fuppofcd to extend.

II. Apply the fubje£l for your inflruclion and dire£li-

on.

I. I am to explain the import of the prophet's prayer,

orihew at what it chiefly points, and to what it may be

fuppofed to extend, in the petition, '' Remove far from
•" me variity and lies." The word vanity^ efpecially when
it is joined, as it is frequently in fcripture, with ly'tJig^ or

lies^ is of a very large and comprehenlive fignitication.

The vv^ord in the original, tranflated vanity^ properly fig-

rn^ts lightness or emptiness; and lies Hgnify falsehood,

in oppofition to truth.

limagine we fhall have a clear conception, both of the

meaning and force of this phrafe, if we make the follow-

inor remark : God Ivimfelf is the great fountain of life and
exiftence; the great I AM, as he emphatically flyles him-

felf to Mofes; the origifial and the only reality ^ if I may
fo fpeak. All other beings have only a dependent and
precarious exiftence ; fo that the creation itfelf, though

his own work, compared to him, is vanity. *' Vanity of
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*' vanities, faith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is va-
" nity." Therefore, in a particular manner, the word is

often ufed to denote the folly of all idolatrous worfhip; or

the giving the refpe£l and honor to any thing elfe, which
is due to God alone. " They have moved me to jealouiy
'^ with that which is not God, they have provoked me to

" anger w^ith their vanities. Are there any among the
*' vanities of the Gentiles, that can caufe rain ; or can
*' the heavens give Ihowers, art thou not he, O Lord our
" God."

Sometimes it is ufed to denote theyc?//y or improjitable-

ness of any vice, and particularly of an ill-founded con-

ceit of ourfelves, as well as ofalJ fraud and difTmiulation,

in v/ord or aQion. So that this prayer for our fouls, fliort

as it appears to be, when confidered in its full extent, will

be found to contain a great variety of important matter,

—

This I fliall endeavor to give you a brief account of, under

the following particulars.

I. We are hereby taught to pray, that we may be pre-

ferved by divine grace, from all falfe and erroneous prin.

ciples in religion ; fo as we may neither be deceived by
them ourfelves, nor any way inflrumental in deceiving

ethers. This, by what has been faid of the ufe of the

words in fcripture, appears to be implied in the requeft,

and it is of more moment than fome are willing to allow.

The underflanding being the leading faculty, an error

there ^ fpreads its unhappy influence through the whole

temper and lile. AVhereas, on the contrary, light in the

i\\\\\(X produces fidelity and fecurity in the confcience, and

tendernefs in the converfation. You may obferve, that

through the whole hiftory of the Old Teftament, idolatry,

or a departure from the knowledge and worfhip of the true

God, is the leading fin, and the fruitful fource of every

other vicious practice. We fometlmes, indeed, feem to

ftand allonifhed at the exceilive pronenefs of the ancient

Jews to this fin. But we need only a little ref^edlion to

difcover, that an evil heart of unbelief continues the fame

at bottom, and daily produces the like dangerous, effeds.

How prone have men been in all ages, to depart fro'.n the

fimplicity of the truth h\ hew many different Ihapes
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have they perverted it ! One age, or one country, has

been polluted by one error, and another by an oppofitCj

impelled by the unliable and irregular fancies of men of

corrupt minds. In the laft age, the great theme of the

carnal reafoner was, to attempt to expofe the fcripture

doctrine of God's certain knowledge, and precife ordina-

tion of all events ; and in this, fate and necefTity have

become the firong hold of infidelity, and are em.braced, or

feem to be embraced, by every enemy of true religion

without exception. Error, fliifting its ground, indeed, is

but natural ; for lying vanities are innumerable ; but the

true God is the fame *' yellerday, w day, and forever."

At this very time, how abounding and prevalent is in-

fidelity, calling in quedicn the moft important and fun-

damental principles, both of natural and revealed religion!

And how properly is this defcribed, byv^he exprefTion in

the text, 'oanity and lies; for it ahvays lakes its rife from

the pride and vanity of the human heart! Sometimes a

pride of underllanding, which afpires to pafs judgment on

things far above its reach, and condemn things long be-

fore they are examined and underftood : Sometimes, alfo,

from a pride of heart, or felf-fufficiency, that is unable to

endure the humbling and mortifying view, given us in

fcripture, of our character and ftate. Oh how readily do

men turn afide from the truth ! With what greedinefs do

they drink in the flattering but defiructive poifon ! Need
I point out to you the fatal efle^ls of fuch principles taking

place? It loofens the obligations to obedience, takes off

the edge of the reproofs of confcience, and thus removing

reftraints, leaves men, in the emphatical language of the

holy fcripture, "to walk in the ways of their own hearts,

*' and in the fight of their own eyes."

But in this requefl, " remove far from me vanity and
** lies," I would not have you confine your views to the

moR grofs infidelity and avowed oppofition to God. Pray

alfo, that you may be preferved from error, or miftake of

any kind ; but efpecially fuch as have the greatell influ-

ence on the fubilance of religion.

A clear apprehenfion of the holy nature, and righteous

governm.entof God— the infinite evil of fin—the founda-
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tion of our peace in the blood of the atonement—and the

renewing of our natures by the Holy GhoU, feem to me
abfolutely neceffary to true and undefiled religion. And
they are the truths, which particularly ferve to exalt the

Creator, and lay the creature in the duft. When, there-

fore, we confider how grateful to corrupt nature every

thing is, that tends to fofter pride—to create fecurity, and
fet the mind at eafe, in the indulgence of fin ; we mull: be

fenfible of how great in"»portance it is, to pray for divine

dire<5tion, and divine prefervation. Nothing is more dan-

gerous to men than confidence and prefum prion—nothing

more ufeful in faith and practice, than humility and felf-

denial.

2. This prayer implies, a defire that we may be pre*

ferved from fetting otir afFedions on fuch obje61:s, as are

but vain and unfatisfying, and will, in the end, difappoint

our expeClation. I take this to be not only a part, but a

very important part of the prophet's meaning. Tiie

Vv'orld is the great fource of temptation; the powerful and
imhappy influence of which we may daily fee; or rather^

all of us daily and fenfibly feel. What is it polTeffes tlie

fancy, mifleads the judgment, inflames the affedlions^

confumes the time, and ruins the foul, but thefe prefent

enjoyments, of which the wifeft of men, after a full trial

of them, hath left us their charader vanity of 'vanities.

I am fenfible that I have now entered upon a fubjefb,

which is far from being difficult to enlarge upon, and yet

perhaps, very difficult to treat with propriety, or in fuch

a manner, as to have the intended effect. There is no-

thing more eafy than, in a bold declamatory way, to draw
pidures of the vanity of human life. It hath been done

by thbufands, when, after all their broken fchemes, and
difappointed views, they have juft fufFered fhipwreck up-

on the coaft of the enchanted land of hope. But from fuch

men we may expert to hear the language of defpair, ra*

ther than of experience ; and as it is too late for the in-

itrudtion of the fulFerers, fo it very rarely has any effedl

in warning others to avoid the danger. What I would,

therefore, willingly attempt, is, to confider this matter in

a fober fcrlptural light ; iffo be that it may pieafe Cod
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to carry convi6lion to our hearts, and make it truly ufe-

fai, both to Ipeaker and hearers.

Let me, therefore, my brethren, point out to you, pre-

cifely, wherein tb.e vanity of the world lieth. The world,

in itfelf, is the workmanfliip of God, and every thing that

is done in it, is by the ordination, o'r permifiion of God.
As iiich, it is ^ood, and may be ufed in lubferviency to

his honor* and our own peace. But through the corrup-

tion of our nature, the creature beconies the rival and
competitor of the Creator for our hearts.—When we place

our fupreme happinefs upon it, inftead of making it a

mean oi leading us to God, then its inherent vanit}- im-

mediately appears.—When men allow themfelves in tlie

indulgence of vicious pleafUres, how juflly may they be

called ^y^/L'/jy and lies? They are fmiling and inviting to

appearance, but how" dreadful and dellrudlive in their ef-

feCis .'* "Whoredom and wine, and new wine take away
" the heart." Thofe who refufe to be confined by the

laws of piety and fobriety, 'vai'nly think they are walking

at liberty, when they are bringing themfelves into fub-

jeclion to the fevereft and moil inflexible of all mailers.

Read the jull: and firiking defcription, by Solomon, of the

efiedls of v^rhoredom ; and reflect on the innum.erable ca-

lamities brought, in every age, on perfons and families

by unbridled lu'h See alfo the effetls of intemperance

and exccfs—" Wine is a mockei', flrong drink is raging,
*' and whofoever is deceived thereby is not wife.'* And
again :

'' the drunkard and glutton IhuU come to poverty.
*' Look not upon the wine v/hen it is red, wmen it giveth
*' its colour in the cup^ v/hen it moveth itfelf aright ; at

** lad, it biteth like a ferpent, and (lingeth like an adder."

Think on the unhappy confequences, of dilhionefty and
fraud. '' Bread of deceit is fv/eet to a man, but after-

*' wards his mouth fliall be ^Wtd with gravel."—You may
alfo fee, in innum.erable pafT/.ges of fcripture, that opprel-

fion of others, as it is a fm of the deepell dye, fo it is often

remarkably overtaken, and puniOied in the courfe of Pro-

vidence*, even in the prefent life. " Envy thou not the
** oppreifor, and choofe none of his ways; for the frov/ard

Vol. IL Dd
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" is abomination to the Lord, but his fecret is with the

" righteous. The curfe of the Lord is in the houfe of the

" wicked, but he blefleth the habitation of the juft."

But there is fomething more in this requeft, than being

preferved from prad;ices diredlly vicious ; for the fetting

of our hearts upon worldly things, and making them our

chief portion and delight, is certainly feeking after vanity

and lies. They are far from affording that happinefs and

peace, which we demand of them, and expedl from them.
*' A little that a righteous man hath, is better than the

*' riches of many wicked." Can there be any thing more
comfortable to experience, than that ftrong expreffion

—

*' Thou prepared a table for me in the prefence of mine
*' enemies, thou anointed my head with oil, my cup run-
** neth over.*' You may alfo find in the word of God,

many warnings of the folly of thofe, who travel in the

path of ambition, and put their tru ft in man. "Surely
** men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree
*' are a lie. Put not your trufl in princes, nor in the fon

" of man, in whom there is no help. Happy is he that

'' hath the God of Jacob for his help, whofe hope is in the

*' Lord his God." But the mofl: comprehenfive remark

of all upon this fubjedt is, that human life itfelf is fo ex-

ceedingly precarious, that it mud write * vanity and emp-
' tinefs' on every thing, the pofleflion and ufe of which is

confined to the prefent date. " Behold thou had made
*' my days as an hand-breadth." What a driking pidurc

does our Lord draw of the vanity of human happinefs,

in that parable of the ground of the rich man, which

brought forth plentifully ?
'' And he thought within him-

*' felf, faying, what diall I do, becaufe I have no room
" where to bedow my fruits?"—And while this man i3

feduloufly employed in making provifion for a long and

happy life, ''God faid unto him, thou fool, this night ihall

" thy foul be required of thee, then whofe diall thole things

" be which thou had provided ?"

The whole of the preceding reprefentation may be

fummed up in this excellent fentence of the wife man :

*' The wicked worketh a deceitful work ; but to him that

" foweth righteoufly diall be a fure reward.'*
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Now, my brethren, need I add, how prone we are to

be led aftray, in a greater or lefs degree, by fuch " vanity
"and lies?''— I do not infift upon the many vidims,
which, in every age, have been feen to fall by the deflruc-

tive hand of vice. How many have been ruined by lufl,

flain by intemperance, or beggared by difhonelty ! But I

intreat you parcicularly to obferve, that when we fet our
affedlions immoderately upon any earthly objedl orenioy-
ment, or when they are not truly fandlified, how m*^uch

they difappoint our expectation in pofTeflion, and what
fcenes of difirefs we prepare for ourfelves by their re-

moval.

3. This requell, "remove far from me vanity and lies,"

implies, that God would gracioufly preferve us from de-
ceiving ourfelves, and thinking our character better, and
our ftate fafer than it really is. When we take a view of
the (late of the world, and the conducl of thofe who have
not yet call off all belief of eternity and a judgment to

come, it is impoflible to account for their fecurity, but by
a great degree of felf deceit. We may fay of them with
the prophet Ifaiah, "He feedeth of allies; a deceived heart
" hath turned him afide, that he cannot deliver his fou],
*' nor fay, Is there not a lie in my right hand ?" And from
the reprefentation given by our Saviour, it is plain, that

many fliall continue in their mi (lake, and only be unde-
ceived at the lad day. " Not every one that faith unto me,
'' Lord, Lord, fliall enter into the kingdom of heaven.'^

How awful a refleftion this ! How dreadful a difappoint-

mentto dlfcoverour mifery, only when there is no more
hope of efcaping it ! Is there not a poffibility of this being
the cafe with many of you, my brethren; and do you not
tremble at the thought ? I would not wifh any, in gene-
ral, to give way to afpirit of bondage, or flaviihfear ; but
the beft of the children of God have often difcovered this

holy jealoufy of themfelves. "Who can underftand his
'* errors? Cleanfe thou me from fecret faults. Keep back
*' thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous fins ; let them not
" have dominion over me, then fhall I be upright, and I
" ihall be innocent from the great tranfgrefTion." And
again; " Search me, O God, and know my heart; try
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" nie, and know my thoughts; and fee if tliere beany
"' vvicked way in ine, and lead me in the way everlailing.''

This leads me naturally to a'ld upon this fubjedl, that

we ou,?ht to pray for preiervation from feh'^-deceit, as to

particular branchec of our chara6lt;r and condudl, as well

as our general ihite.—^Many, even upon the Vv'hole good

men, are occafionaliy and infenfibly broU)?;ht, for a fealbn,

under the diredion of finful pafnons. They may be in-

duliring themfelves without hjfpiclon, in what is, notwith-

flahding really provoking to God, injuiious or oHenfive Iq

others, and, in the iffue, hurtful to their own peace. They
may be making an enjoyment a talent, a relation an idol,

when they think they are keeping within the bounds "of

duty. They may be Indulging a ilnful refentment, when
they think they are promoting the glory of God. Many
an excule for negletling commanded duty, from prudence

or difficulty, flitisiies ourfelves, which will not Hand in the

day of trial. What reafon for the prophet's prayer in the

fenfe juft novv' aillgned, '* Remove far, from me vanity and
^' lies."

4. In the next place, this requeft Implies, a defire to

be preferved from pride and felf-conceit, upon any fubjecl.

There is not any thing that aflbrds a flronger evidence of

our being unacquainted with ourfelves, and our own Hate,

than that propenfity to pride and vanity, which is fo com-

mon to us alb It is thought by many, that pride was the

iin of the angels, that caft them down to hell. It is plain,

that pride was the main ingredient in the firft fm of man.

And perhaps it is a jufl: and proper defcription of all fin as

iiich, that it is a dethroning of God, and fctting up kit to

be loved, honored and ferved in his room. This fin is

by no means confined to the worft of men, in whom it

hath an abfolute dominion ; but retains and dilcovers an

unhappy influence in the very befl:.—Every thing n;ay be

the fuel of pride : our perfons, cur perfoniiances, our re-

lations, our poflefiions ; nay, fo pliable, and at the fame

time fo prepDlleroLis is thisdiipofiticn, that men are found

fometimes proud of their very vices and dcfedls. But

how ill do pride and vanity fuit fuch poor mortals as we
are, who fceni born but to die?

—
"Wl^o after' paiTing
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through a longer of fliorter feries of weaknelTts, difap-

pointrnenis and troubles, mult, at lall, be laid in the filent

grave, to moulder in the dud. We are dependant crea-

tures, who have nothing, and can have nothing hut what
we receive from the unmerited favor of God. We are

unwifeand ignorant creatures, who know nothing to the

bottom, and therefore, are liable to corjtinua] mlftakes in

our conduct. Thofe among us, who have the greateft

comprehenfion of mind, and know mofi, as it ferves to

iliew the comparative ignorance of the bulk of mankind,
^0 it ferves to convince themfelves hov/ litile they do
know, and how little they can know after all, compared
with what is to them unfearchable.

But above all, we are linful creatures, who have render-

ed ourfelves, by our guilt, the juft objeds of divine difplea-

fure. Is there any who. dares to plead exemption from

this charader ? i\nd do pride and vanity become thofe,

to whom they manifeilly belong ? Can any thing be more
foolilh, than indulging fuch difpofitions? There is a vtvy

juit exprelTion of one of the apocryphal w-riters :
" Pride

*' was not made for man, nor a high look for him that is

*' born of a woman." Indeed they are fo evidently un-

fuitable to our date and circumllances, that one would
think, we Ihould need no higher principle than our own
reafon and obfervation to keep us irtt from them. We
do, however, need the moll earneft and aflkluous addrefT-

es to the throne of grace, to have ail pride and vanity re-

moved from us.—How hateful is pride to God ! Av^e are

told, " he refaleth the proud." On the contrary, no dif-

pofition is more amiable in his fight, than humility. " He
'' giveth grace to the humble." And again :

'' To this

'•^ mail will I look, even to him that is poor and of a con-
*' trite fpirit, and trembleth at my word. For thus faith

^^ the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, Vvdiofe

^' name is holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place, with
*' him alfo, that is of a contrite and humble fpirit; to re-

" vive the fpirit of the irumble, and to revive the heart of
*' the contrite ones."

It mull:, therefore, be the duty, and interefl of every
good man, not only to refift pride and vanity, but to
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make it a part of his daily fupplication to God, that he

may efFeftaally be delivered from both.

5. In the lad pLice : This requeft implies adefire to be

delivered from fraud and diffimulation of every kind. It

js one of the glorious attributes of God, that he is a God
of truth, who will not, and who cannot lie. He alfo re-

quires of all his fervants, and is delighted with truth in

the inward parts. But there Teems to be fome difficulty

in this part of the fubje6l, more than in the others. Some
will fay, why pray to be delivered from fraud and difiimu-

lation ? This might be an exhortation to t'ue fmner, but

cannot be the prayer of the penitent. If they are fmcere

in their prayer, it feems impofiible there can be any dan-

ger of fraud. Fraud im})lies deliberation and defign ; and

though it maybe concealed from others upon whom it is

exercifed, it can never be concealed from the perfon in

whom it dwells, and by whom it is contrived. This is

the very language of fome reafoners, who infer from it,

that though there are many other fins to which a man may
be liable without knowing it, yet this can never be the

cafe with dilTimulation.

But, my brethren, if we confider how apt men are,

upon a fudden temptation of fear or fhame, or the prof-

peft of fame advantage to themfelves, to depart from ftridt

veracity, and even tojuflify to their own minds, fome

kinds and degrees of deceptions, we fliall fee the abfohue

neceffity of making this a part of our prayer to God. Nay,

perhaps I may go further and fay, that we are as ready to

deceive ourfeives in this point as in any other.

Upon this important fubjecl, there is one confideration

to whicli I earneilly intreat your attention. Thorough fin-

cerity, fuiiplicity and truth, upon every fubje6l, have, in

the world, ^o much the appearance of weaknefs ; and on

the contrary, being able to manage and over-reach others,

has fo much the appearance of fuperior Vvifdom, that men
are very liable to temptalion from tliis quarter. It is to

be lamented that our lan-un.ge itfelf, if I may fo fpeak,

has received a criminal taint; for in common difcourfe

the exprefiion, a plain ivc!I^-n 'Waning man is always ap-

prehended to imply, together v/i:h fincerity, fome degree
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of vveaknefs ; although, indeed, it is a chara£ler of all

others the moll noble. In recommendation of this cha=

racier let me obferve, that in this, as in all the particulars

mentioned above, " the wicked worketh a deceitful work ;

** but he that vvalketh uprightly walketh furely," Suppo-
fmg a man to have the prudence and difcretion not to

ipeak without necefTity, I affirm there is no end which
a good man ought to aim at, which may not be more cer-

tainly, fafely, and fpeedily obtained by the flridefl and
mod inviolable fmcerity, than by any atls of diflimulation

whatever.

But after all, what fignify any ends of prefent conveni-

ency, which diiTimiilation may pretend to anfvver, com-
pared to the favor of God, which is forfeited by it ? Hear
what the Pfalmill fays. " Vv'ho fhall abide in thy taber-
*^ nacle, who lliall dwell in thy holy hill ? He that vvalketh
** uprightly and worketh righteoufnefs, and fpeaketh the
" truth in his heart."—Let us, therefore, add this to the

other views of the prophet's comprehenfive prayer—"Re-
*' move far from me vanity and lies."

I'or the improvement of this part of the fubjeft, ob-

ferve,

I. You may learn from it how to attain, not only a

juftnefs and propriety, but a readinefs and fulnefs in the

duty of prayer.

Nothing is a greater hinderance, either to the fervency

of our affedlions, or the force of our exprefTions in prayer,

than when the object of our defires is confufed and gene-

ral. But when we perceive clearly what it is that is need-

ful to us, and hov/ much we do need it, this gives us, in-

deed, the fpirit of fupplication. Perhaps it is more ne-

ceiTary to attend to this circumflance, in what we afk for

our fouls than for our bodies. When we want any thing

that relates to prefent conveniency, it is clearly iinderftood,

becaufe it is fenfibly felt.—There Is no difficulty in crying

for deliverance from poverty, ficknefs, reproach, or any
other earthly fuffering; nay, the difficulty here is not in

exciting our defires, but in moderating them: not in pro-

ducing fervor, but in promoting fubmiilion : But in what
relates to our fouls, becaufe many or mofl temptations are
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agreeable to the fief]], we forefee danrrer lefs perftcll>% and
even, feel it lefs fenfibly; therefore, a clofe and deliberate

attention to our fituation and trials, as opened in the pre-

ceding dilcourfd, is of the lUmclt moment, '' both to carry
*' us to the throne of grace, and to direft our fpirit when
*' we are there."

2. Vv'hat hath been faid will ferve to excite us \o ha-

bitual watchfulnefs, and to direct our daily converhuion.

The fame things that are tlje fiibjccls of prayer, are aHb
the obje61s of diligence.—Prayer and diligence are joined

by our Saviour, and ought never to be feparated by hi^

pec pi e.-T—Prayer without v.'atchfulnefs is -not fincere, and
watchfulnefs without prayer Vv'ill not be fuccefsful. The
fame views of fm and duty— of the ilrength and frequency

of temptation, and the weaknefs of the tempted, lead

equally to both. Let me befeech you then, to walk cir-

cumfpeclly, not as fools, but as v/iie. Maintain an ha-

bitual diffidence of yourfelves—Attend to the various dan-
gers -to which you are expofed. Watchfulnefs of itfelf

win fave you from many temptations, and will give you
an inward warrant, and humble confidence, to afe of God
fupport under, and deliverance from fuch as it is impolFi-

bie to avoid.

3. In the laft place, fince every thing comprehended iti

^the petition in the text, is viewed in the light of falfehood

and deceit, fuller me, in the moft earneft manner, to re-

commend to my hearers, and particularly to all the young
perfons under my care, " an invariable adherence to
** truth, and the mod undlfguifed fimplicity and finceritv

" in the whole of their converfation and carriage.'' I do
not know where to begin or end in fpeaking of the excel-

lency and' beauty of fincerity, or the balenefs of falfehood*

Sincerity is amiable, honorable and profitable. It is the

mod fhiniag part of a commendable character, and the

mod winning apology for an}^ mifcarriage or unadvifed

iidlion. There is fcarcely any aftion in Itfclf fo bad, as

what is implied in tlie hardened front of him v/ho covers

the truth uldi a lie : Bcfides, it is ahvays a fign of long

praQice in wickcdnefs.. Any man may be i'educcd or

furprizcd into a fault, but none but the habitual villain
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can deny it with fteady calmnefs and obfiinac}'. In this

refpect, \\z unhappily find fome who are young offenders,

but old fmners.

It is not in religion only, but even among worldly

men, that lying is counted the utmoft pitch of bafenefs

;

and to be called a liar the most insupportable reproach.

No wonder, indeed, for it is the very elTence of cowardice

to dare to do a thing which you have not courage to avow.

The very worft of finners are fenfible of it themfelves, for

they deeply refent the imputation of it ; and, if I do not

miliake, have never yet arrived at the abfurdity of defend-

ing it. There is fcarcely any other crime, but fome are

profligate enough to boa ft of it ; but I do not remember
ever to have heard of any who made his boaR, that he "jjas

a liar. To crown ail, lying is the molt wTetched folly.

Jufily does Solomon fay :
'* A lying tongue is but for a

" moment." It is eafily difcovered. Truth is a firm

confident thing, every part of which agrees with, and
ftrongly fupports another. But lies are not only repug-

nant to truth, but repugnant to each other ; and commiOn-

\y the means, like a treacherous thief, of the detedion of

the whole. Let me, therefore, once more recommend to

every one of you, the noble charader of fincerity.—En-
deavor to efiablilh your credit in this refpe6l fo entirely,

that every word you fpeak may be beyond the imputation

of deceit; fo that enemies may, themfelves, be fenfble,

that though you (hould abufe them, you will never de-

ceive them.
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SEEKING A COMPETENCY in the WISDOM or

PROVIDENCE.

SERMON 28.

Proverbs :xxx. 8.

Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me withfood conve-

nientfor 7?ie.

I
PROCEED now to confider the fecond branch of the

prophet's prayer, which regards his outward condition

or circumflances, in the prefent world. On this fubjedt

he expreffes himfelf thus :
" Give me neither poverty nor

" riches."

Do not think, my brethren, that this is a fubjedl of lit-

tle importance ; or that it is unconnected with the fpiritu-

al life. On the contrary, there are few things of more

moment, than to have our defires of temporal blefTmgs

limited and direded in a proper manner. Not only is

worldly mindednefs the everlafting ruin of thofe who are

entirely under its dominion ; but even good men are lia-

ble to many temptations from the fame quarter. They
may hurt their ov/n peace, give offence to others, or lef-

fen their ufefulnefs by a fmful excefs in their attachment

to the world, or by a criminal negligence in not giving a

prudent and proper attention to it. Be not furprifed that
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I have mentioned the lail of thefe as well as the Srft, for

ihe prophet prays for deliverance from the temptation

arifing from both extremes. Idlenefs and floth are as con-

trary to true religion, as either avarice or ambition ; and

the habit when once taken, is perhaps more difficult to

remove.

In order to treat this fubjefl with the greater diflincl-

nefs, Ifliall firfi: Ihew you what we may learn in general

from this prayer: fecondly, explain the particular object

of the prophet's defire; and in the lad place, make ap-

plications of what may be faid by recommending it to

your choice.

I. In the firft place, then, we may learn in general from

this requeft, that it is lawful to pray for temporal biefllngs.

It is not unworthy of a Chriflian, whofe converfation is

in heaven, to afli of God, what is neceflary to his fupport

and prefervation in the prefent life. If I were to men-

tion all the examples of this in fcripture, 1 fliould tran-

fcribe a great part of the Bible. Though inferior in their

nature and value to fpiritual bleffings, they are neceflary

in their place; and it is upon this footing they are expreff-

ly put by our Saviour. '' Your heavenly Father knoweth
*' that ye have need of all thefe things." They are need-

ful to the prolonging of our natural life till we iinifh our

work, and are fitted for our reward. Therefore, though

miracles are a kind of fufpenHon of the laws of nature, and

the ordinary courfe of providence, yet we find God fome-

times working a miracle to fupply the wants of his ler-

vants. It liad been no more difficult for God to have kept

Elijah from hungering, than to have made the ravens fetch

liim provifion ; or to have made, as in another cafe, a

barrel of meal, or a cruife of oil, the lafting and fufficient

iupport of a whole family. But he choofes rather to fup-

ply the wants of his people, than caufe tliem to ceafe, that

he may keep their dependance conllantly in their view,

and that a fenfe of their neceffities may oblige them to have

continual recourfe to him for relief.

Again, we may here learn, that God is the real and

proper giver of every temporal, as well as of every fpiri-
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tual blefling—A fentiment this, of the utmod confequence,

to be engraven upon the heart. We have here an inllance

out of many, in which truths known and confefTed by all,

have notwithftanding little hold upon the mind. How
itw are truly ienfible of their continual obligations to the

God of life ? Confider, I befeech you, that whatever you

poiTefs of any kind, it the gift of God. He holdeth your

foul in life, and guards you by his providence in your go-

ing out and in your coming in. He covereth your table

and filleth your cup. Have you riches? It is by the bleiT-

ing of the God of heaven—'^ The bleffing of the Lord,"

laith Solomon, " it maketh rich. But thou ihalt remem-
'' ber the Lord thy God, for it is he that giveth thee power
*' to get wealth." Have you credit and reputation ? It is

God diat hideth you from the ilrife of tongues, *' Thou
*' fhalt be hid from the fcourge of the tongue, neither fhalt

'' thou be afraid ofdeftrudion when it cometh." Have
you friends ? It is he that giveth you favor in their fight.

Have you talents and parts ? It is the inspiration of the

Almighty that giveth thee underflanding.

II. Let us now explain the particular tenor of this pe-

tition, and point out the obje6\ of the prophet's defire :

'' Give me neither poverty nor riches." It is plain we
are not to fuppofe the prophet, in any degree, refufmg

fubmifllon to the will of God, by liis thus making choice of

a particular ftate of life—Doubtlefs he refolved to be at

God's difpolal, and believed that he was able to fanciify to

him a Hate of the highefl profperity, or of the deepefl ad-

verfity. It was no didrufl of God, but felf-denial and

diffidence of his own iirength, that fuggefted this prayer.

Therefore, in adjufting his defires and expedtations, he

pitches upon that ftate that appeared to him liable to the

feweft faares. Thus our blefled Saviour, though it is his

will that we fliould fear no enemy when going out in

divine ftrength, yet teaches us to pray— '' Lead us not

*' into temptation."

Poverty and riches are here mentioned as the tw^o ex-

tremes; in neither of which we fliould wifli to be placed,

but in a fafer middle between the two ; fo as, if it pleafe
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God, we may neither be urged by preffing neceflity nor

over-loaded with fuch abundance as we may be in danger

of abufnig.

But perhaps fome will fay, where is the middle ? How
Ihall we be able to determine what we ought to defire,

jince there is fo immenfe a diftance, and fo many inter-

mediate degrees between the extremity of want, and the

countlefs treafures of the wealthy ?

But, my brethren, if we do not hearken to the illufive

calls of ambition, avarice and lull, it is by no means diffi-

cult to apprehend the meaning of the prophet, and apply

it to perfons of every rank. Ilegard, no doubt, is to be

had to the various ftations in which God hath thought fit

to place us. This difference of ftation requires fupplies

of the conveniencies of life, fuited to the part we are

bound to a£l. That manner of life which would be decent

and liberal in one flation, would be reckoned mean and

fordid in another. Therefore, what would be plenty and

fulnefs to perfons in inferior flations, would be extreme

poverty to perfons placed, and called to a6l, in higher and

more exalted fpheres. But after we have taken in the

confideration of every difference that may happen on this

fcore, there is fomething in the prayer that belongs in

common to persons ofoil stations namely, that we fliouki

be modefl in our defires after temporal good things, and

take care not to aflc only to gratify a fenfual inclination,

but for what is really neceffary or ufeful to us. The lall

is reafonable and allowable, the other is unreafonable and

juflly condemned by the apoflle James. "- Ye aflc and
'* receive not, becaufe ye afk amifs, that ye may confume
*' it upon your luffs."

But the firfl part of this requefl is explained by the lad,

contained in the words, " feed me with food convenient

" for me." That we may be able to enter into the true

fpirit of this petition, I fhall juft compare it with fome

other fcriptural forms of prayer on the fame fubje6l, and

then endeavor to point out what I take to be the chief in-

flrudlion intended to be conveyed to us by it.

As to the fcripture forms of prayer for temporal provi-

fion, the precedence is undoubtedly due to that excellent
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form left us by our Saviour, in which we find thi^ petition,

" Give us this day our daily bread.'* You may next at-

tend to the prayer put up by Jacob in ancient times.

—

" And Jacob vowed avow, faying, if God will be wit2i

" me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will

" give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, fo that I

*' come again to my father's houfe in peace, then fliall the

" Lord be my God." It is more than probable that the

apolUe Paul alludes to Jacob's expreflion, in his excellent

advice to all Chriftians. " But godlinefs with conteat-
*' ment is great gain ; for we brought nothing into th'm

*' world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out ; and
*' having food and raiment, let os be therewith content-
*' But they that will be rich, fall into temptation and a
*' fnare, and into many foolifli and hurtful lulls, whka
" drown men in deftrudlion and perdition—for the love
*' of money is the root of all evil, which while fome covet-

" ed after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced
*' themfelves through with many forrows."

It is obvious to remark, that all thefe praj^ers and this

apoftolic counfel run in the fame drain. They all begin

and are founded upon a regard to God, and a mind right-

ly difpofed towards him :
" If the Lord," fays Jacob,

" will be with me"—'' Remove," fays Agur in my text,

" far from me vanity and lies." Our Saviour begins his

prayer with petitions for the glory of God, v/ith which the
happinefs of our fouls is infeparably connedled ; and the

apoftle maintains^o^//;^*?^^ as the great fource of coateiut-

ment with our portion in this life.

We may further obferve, that there is the fame method
obferved in all thefe prayers. The expreflions vary a lit-

tle, but the requeft is the fame. Jacob wifhes for the di-

vine prote(5lion, with food to eat, and raiment to put on.
Agur for food convenient for him ; and in the Lord's
prayer we afk for our daily bread. There is no fpecify-

ing of any particulars—no mention made of this or the

other quantity of provifion. Their defires are fummed
up in this general requefi:, and the quantity and quality

wholly referred to the good pleafure of God. It is certaia

that God hath fometimes granted to his own people, riches
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in great abundance; and, at the fame lime, has given his

blelFing to enjoy them, and honored the poffeiTors, by ena-

bling them to glorify him in the ufe and application of

them. But the direcTt defire of riches, I do not think,

hath any warrant from precept or example in his word.

And when they are be (lowed as a bleffing, and not a curfe,

it is co^nmonly on thofe who, by their fuperior ccneern

about the better part, (liew that they will put them to their

proper ufe, as in the cafe of Solomon, recorded in the firit

book of Kings, *' In Gibson the Lord appeared to Solo-

" mon in a dream by night ; and God faid, aflv what I

" fhall give thee. And he faid, give thy fervant an un-
^* derflanding heart. And the fpeech pleafed the Lord,
'' that Solomon had aflced this thing. And God faid, be-

" caufe thou haft aflced this thing, and haft not allced for

" thyfelf long life, neither haft afked riches for thyfelf,

** nor haft afked the life of thine enemies, but haft aflced

" for thyfelf underftanding, to difcern judgment: Behold
" I have done according to thy words ; lo, I have given

" thee a wife and an underftanding heart, fo that there

" was none like thee before thee, neither after thee fhall

" any arife like unto thee. And I have alfo given thee

" that Vvdiich thou haft net alked, both riches and ho-

'' nor.''

Now this I take to be the main inftruclion intended to

be given us withrefpe6l to our prayers for temporal mer-

cies ; that we fhould not pretend to fet bounds to God,

but leave the meafure of them to his determination.

For further explaining this truth; and, at the fame time

recommending it to your regard, be pleafed to attend to

the following obfervations.

I. Confiderthat God, infinitely wife, as well as graci-

ous, is certainly the beft judge of what is moft fit and con-

venient for us. We know fo little of ourfelves, that we
really know not how we fhould behave, if placed in par-

ticular circumftances, until we are tried. The world

has actually ktn many examples of thofe, who were

loud in their accufations of others, behaving worfe when

placed in the fame ftations. And, indeed, I fhould na-

turally expe<ft, that an impatient, envious, difobedient



the Wisdom of Fromdence, 225

fubje6l would, if ralfed to power, be a cruel, infolent, un-

jull: opprefTor ; that a petulant, peevifli, obllinate fervant

would make a capricious, fevere, unreafonable mailer.

If we were to carve out our own lot, and to have ail our

own defu'es gratified, there is great reafon to prefum.e, v/s

would throw ourfelves into the mod difagreeable circum-

ftances with regard to our fouls, and probably confult but

ill for our peace and comfort in this worlcj.

Let me put a few queflions to every one that fecretly

murmurs at his Itate, Are you fure, that if you were ad-

vanced to a place of power and truft, you would be able

to carry with prudence, refolution and integrity ? Are you

fure, that if you were fupplied with riches in great abun-

dance, you would not allow yourfelves to wallow in plea-

fure, or to fwell in pride ? Are you fure, that if you v/ere

raifed to high rank, furrounded by flatterers, and worfliip-

ped by fervants, you would, in that (landing, behave with

humility and condefcenfion ; or that preffed on all hands

by bufinefs, company, or amufenients, you would flill

religioufly fave your time for converfe v/ith God ?

A life of piety in an exalted flation is a continual con>

flidt with the ilrongeil oppofition. What fays experience

upon this fubjedl ? Solomon did not wholly, and to the

end, reful the temptation of riches and dominion. In the

whole compafs of hiflory, facred and profane, I do not re-

member any example of a man's behaving better in point

of morals, in a profperous, than an afHicled Rate, except-

ing one that hath this appearance, viz. Cicero, the Ro-

m.an orator. liis conducV. in profperity was full of digni-

ty, and feemed wholly direded to the public good ; where-

as in adverfitj/, it was to the lail degree mean and abjedl

—But probably the reafon of this was, that pride, or ra-

ther vanity, was his ruling paiTion, and the great motive

to his illuflrious anions ; and v/hen he fell into adveriity,

this difpofition had no fcope for its exercife.

Chrillians, the Lord knoweth our frame, and is well ac-

quainted with Vv'hat we are able to bear, and confequently

what ftate of life will be upon the whole moll convenient

for us. It is, therefore, our interefl:, as well as duty, to

refer ourfelves entirely to him, and leave him to choofe

Vol. II. Ff
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for us. This is not only the dodrine of fcripture, but {(s

agreeable to reafon and good fenfe, that it has been ac-

knowledged by feveral of the Heathen Philofophers, who
have exprefied themfelves in terms perfectly fimilar to

thofe of the infpired writings. The prayer which Socrates

taught his pupil Alcibiades, is very remarkable ; that he
ilioukl befeech the Supreme God to give him what was
good for him, though he fliould not ail: it ; and to with-

hold from him whatever would be hurtful, though he
fhould be fo foolifli as to pray for it.

2. As God is certainly the bell judge of what is good
for us, fo refignation to him is a moll acceptable expreffion

both of our worfhip and obedience. Single duties are

particular a6ls ; refignation is the very habit of obedience.

The w^ifdom and goodnefs of God are acknowledged in

the mod authentic manner, when his holy and fovereign

Providence is humbly fubmitted to, and cordially appro-

ved. Every impatient complaint is an impeachment of

Providence; every irregular defire is an a6l of rebellion

againft God. Therefore a fubmiffive temper muft be

highly pleafing to God, and is the way to glorify him in

the moil unexceptrohable manner. The rather indeed,

as it is impoQible to attain this temper, but by fmcerely

laying hold of the covenant of peace, which is ordered in

all things and fure. This teaches us the grounds of fub-

miffion. This procures for us the grace of fubmiffion.

This ftains the pride of all human glory. This changes

the nature of our poffciTions to us, and us to them. This

fpiritualizes a worldly mind, and makes us know, in our

own experience, that all the paths of the Lord to his own
people, are mercy and peace.

3. Such a temper of mind will greatly contribute to

our own inward peace. It will be an effe£lual preferva-

tive frc-m ?dl unrighteous courfes, and unlawful, or even

dilhonorable means of increafing our worldly fubilance,

and confequently fave us from the troubles or dangers to

which men expofe themfelves by fuch pradlices. It will

preferve us from perplexing anxiety, and many unealy

fears for futurity. It, will bring us the near and Jure way

\Q th« greateU of all earthly bleilings—a contented mincL
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Such will be the fweet and delightful efFedls of depend-

ing upon God, and leaving it to him to furnifh our fup^

plies as he fees mofl convenient for us. Whoever can *)

prav with the prophet—" give me neither poverty nor /

" ri:hes, feed me with food convenient for me"—may \
be fully afTured, that his defire fhall be gratified, as it is \

perfedlly agreeable to the will of God. ^^
I conclude with reading to you our Saviour's exhortatiT

on on this fubjeft—" Therefore, I fay unto you, take no
'' thought for your life, what ye fhall eat, or what ye fhall

'* drink; nor yet for your body, what ye fliall put on. Is

*' not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
" Behold the fowls of the air ; for they fow not, neither
*' do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly
'' Father feedeth them. Are not ye much better than
*' they ? But feek ye firfl: the kingdom of God, and his

*' righteoufaefs ; and all thefe things fliall be added unto
^' you,"





[ ^29 ]

The D a N G E R of PROSPERITY

SERMON 29.

PrOVERBS XXX.

Lest I hefull and deny thee ^ and say ^ who h the Lord P Or^

lest I be poor and otcal, and take the name of my God m
vain,—

-

I
PROCEED now to confider the arguments by which
the prophet enforces his wife and well conceived pray-

er. Thefe, in connexion with the two branches ot" the

prayer, ftand thus; '' Give me not riches, left I be full

" and deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord ? And give
'' me not poverty, left I be poor, and Ileal, and take the

"name of my God in Tain." If Agur's prayer is con-

ceived in the moft modeft and humble terms, the reafons^

with which he ibpports it, are every way becoming a truly

Vv^ife and good man. You fee in them a prevailing con^

cern for the honor and glcry of God, and his owi;i prefer,

vation in the paths of piety and virtue. You fee in them
a humble fenfe of his own v/eaknels, and the danger of

temptation ; he, therefore, defires to be placed in fuch a

flateof life, as will expofe him to the feweft trials. An
excellent difpofition this, and highly worthy of our imita-

tion. Hov/ happy would it be for us all, if a defire to

plcafe Gcd and preierve our integrity, hv always neareft
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our hearts, and had a conftant and commanding influence

&n every (tep we took in oar journey through life.

Neither riches nor poverty are bad in themfelves. Nei-

ther of ttiem is any recommendation, or hinderance to

the favor of God, \vho is no refpedler of perfons—there

are good and bad in all ranks. Men may be rich and yet

pious, or poor, yet flriclly juft and honeil. It is, I con-

fefc, often done, yet it is highly criminal to look upon all

that are rich iji this world as profane; and it would be

equally fo to look upon all that are poor as deflitute of in-

tep^rity. Yet it is undeniable, that, from the corruption

of the human heart, thefe twj:? extremes do often become
ilrong temptations to the particular fms mentioned in the

text ; which v/e fliall now confider feparately, in the or-

der in which they lie in the pafTage before us.

" Give me not riches, left I be full and deny thee, and
*' fay, who is the Lord :"

As to the fadl, that riches do often lead to profanity and
contempt of God, experience, and the Hate of the world

prove it in a manner too plain to be denied. We not on-

ly fee that thofe, who are born and educated from their

infancy in the higher ranks of life, are mcft prone to ne-

glect the duties of religion; but thole who, from a low or

mean condition, are remarkably raifed in the courfe of

Providence, do often change their temper with their flate,

and fliow the unhappy infiuence of riches in leading them

to a forgetfulnefs of God. Are there not fome, who were

regularly in God's houfe when they but barely fubfifted,

who have not time for it now, when they are bufy and

wealthy ? Are there not fome families, where the wor-

llxip of God was conilant and regular in early life, while

they vv^ere undiftinguifiied, and now it is no more to be

heard in their fumptuous palaces and elegant apartments ?

Shall I fay, that any worm of the earth is become too con-

fiderable to fall down before the omnipotent Jehovah ?

I may add, as being of great importance in the prefent

fubjeft, that fuch changes do often take place gradually

and infenfibiy, very much contrary to men's own expec-

tation ; fo that we really do not know ourfelves, nor can

v/e determine before trirJ, how far we would refill or yield
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to the force of temptation. The prophet Eliflia foretold

to Hazael, the cruelties he would be guilty of when railed

to an higher Itation ; to which he replied with difdain and

abhorrence ;
" What, is thy fervant a dog, that he ihould

" do this great thing ? And Elilha anfwered, the Lord
" hath fliewed me that thou flialt be king over Syria."—

-

The conduct of the children of Ifraei in their profperity,

•is but an emblem of the general condu6l of the children

of men. " But Jefhurun waxed fat, and kicked. Thou
** art waxed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered
" v/ith fatnefs : Then he forfook God which made him,
" and lightly elleemed the rock of his falvation."

What hath been faid might be fufHcient to fliew the

propriety of the prophet's prayer ; for if fucli hath been

oRen, or generally, the influence of worldly greatnefs

upon other men, why fliould any be fo confident as to

prefume it would be othervvife with themfelves ? But per-

haps it may afford matter of ufeful inllruclion, to inquire

a little further into the fubjeft—to trace the caufes of this

effect, and fliew how and why riches become an induce-

ment to irreligion and profanenefs, for this will beft ena-

ble us to apply the remedy. When I fpeak of examining
the caufes ofthiseffeft, I confefs that no reafon can be

given for it, but what refle(^s great dilhonor upon human
nature in its prefent fhte. Were we to judge of the mat-

ter by the dictates of found reafon, w^e Ihould naturally

expect to find it directly contrary. God is the author Q)(

every bleillng which men poffefs, and his gifts fhould lead

us to gratitude and acknowledgment. It feems natural

then to fuppofe, that thofe v/ho are moft highly favored in

the courfe of Providence, fliould difcover the greatefi

fenfe of obligation, and be ready to make every dutiful

return. One would think that though the poor fhould be

impatient, furely the rich will be content and thankful-

Is not this reafonable ? Had any of you beftowed many-
favors upon others, would you not expert that their grati-

tude fhould bear fome proportion to the number and va-

lue of benefits received? Had any of them been rem.arka-

bly diftinguiihed from the reft, Vv'ould you not expeft from
them the moft iaviolable fidelity and attachment? Strange,
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that our conducl fnould be fo clire6lly oppofite in the re-

turns we make ':ot the {roodnefs of our Maker ! That thofe

who are dulinguimed froixj others by the larged polTellions,

and thegreatelt fuhiefs of all temporal mercies, fhould be

the mofi: prone to vvickednefs of all forts ; but efpecially,

that they ihould be peculiarly inclined to forgetfulnefs

and contempt of God! Yet fo it is in truth. Pint how-

ever diflionorable it is to human nature, let us fearcn into

it a little, and perhaps we m.a}/ dilcover the caufe of im-

piety in perfcns in affluent circumftances, and the danger

the prophet would avoid, by attending to the following

obfervations :

1. An eafy and afriuent fortune affords the means, not

only of pampering our bodies, but of gratifying all our

lulls and appetites. They are as llrong probably in per-

ibns of inferior ftations, but Providence has rendered the

^^ratification more difficult, and in fome cafes impoffible.

Many work through necefTity, v;ho would be as idle and

llothful as any, but for the fear of want. Thefe will be

the fird and readier!: to reproach the rich, and call them
idle drones, who revel in that abundance for which they

never toiled ; and to put to their own credit that which is

wholly owing to the reftraints under which they are laid.

Many are generally fober, becaufe they cannot afford the

charges of intemperance, who Vv^ant nothing but the means,

to riot in the mofl brutal fenfuality. But to perfons of

great wealth, the objeds of deHre are always placed in full

view, and are evidently within their reach : fo that the

temptation has uncommon force, and few are able entire-

ly to refill it.

2. The indulgence of pleafure infenfibly induces a

habit, and leads men to place their happinefs in fuch en-

joyments. Habit you know is very powerful, and while

the habit acquires ilrength, the power of refilhnce is gra-

dually weakened. Thefe gratifications confume fo much
time, that there is little left to refle<^ upon God, and our

relation to him. I reckon it none of the leaft temptatioils

to perfons of high rank, that not only their felf-indulgence,

but the attendance and oblequioufncfs of others, fo en-
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grofTes their attention, and wailes their time, that they

have few opportunities of cahn and fober reflexion ; or at

leafl, can eafily efcape from it, and take refu,g;e in compa-

j\y and amufement. Add to this, that a great variety of

fenfible objefts an.d enjoyments render the mind, not only

lefs attentive to things of a fpiritual nature, but indeed,

lefs able to underftand them.

3. Obferve farther, that when the better part is thus

neglected, and no care taken of the cultivation of the

mind, every vice will fpring and fhoot up in the foul, as

briars and thorns do upon uncultivated ground. Sin, my
brethren, is natural to us; it is the produce of the foil ; if

it is not deflroyed, it v/ill not die; if it is but negleded, it

v/ill thrive. Now when ever perfons fall under the power
of vice, they begin firft to excufe, and then to vindicate it.

Thofe who are under the government of lull, foon find it

would be their interefl: that there was no fuch thing as

religion and virtue. Whatever we wifh, we are eafily led

to believe to be true. Loofe and atheiftical principles

then find a ready admittance, and are fwallowed down
greedily. This is a fliort fl{:etch of the fieps by which peo-

ple in afiluent and eafy circumn:ances, are often led to deny
God, and to fay :

" What is the Almighty that we fliould

*' ferve him^ and what profit fliould we have if we pray
" unto him ?'' Loofe principles are, at firft, more fre-

quently the efit'evSl, than the caufe of loofe practices ; but

when once they have taken deep root, and obtained full

dominion in the heart, they have a dreadful and fatal in-

fluence on the devoted vidim.

But, my brethren, I find a flrong inclination to make
another remark, though perhaps it may be thought of too

refined and abfira^l a nature. It is, that the danger of

atiluence in leading to contempt of God, arifcs from the

nature of all fin as fuch. The original and firft fin of

man, was plainly afie^ling independence. They defired

and expe<Sled to be as gods, knowing good and evil.

And fiill fin properly confiils in v»dthdrawing our allegi-

ance from, and throv/ing oft our dependance upon God,
3nd giving, as it vrere, that efteem, love and fervice to

Vol. II. G-T
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ourfelves, In one fliape or another, that is dae only to

him.

Now obferve, that aiTliience nouriflies this miftake, and
fufFering kills it. The more every thing abounds with

us, the more our will is lubmitted to, and our inclinati-

ons gratified on every lubjedt ; the more v/e look upon
ourfelves as independent, and forget our obligations to

God. Whereas, on the other hand, difappointments and
calamities open our blind eyes, and make us remember
what we are. Was not the proud monarch of Babylon
infpired with this delufive fenfe of independence, when he

expreffed himfelf thus :
" At the end oi twelve months

" he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.
" The king fpake and faid, is not this great Babylon, that

" I have built for the houfe of the kingdom, by the might
*' of my power, and for the honor of my majeriy V^ But
mark the more powerful word of the King of kings.

—

" While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a
^' voice from heaven, faying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to

** thee it is fpoken, the kingdom is departed from thee !"

That this is the proper fource of v/orldly greatnefs, may
be feen in the temper fuch perfons ufually acquire and
iettle in, which is pride, infolence and contempt of others.

Nay, it appears (till more clearly in feme few infiances,

in which the intoxication comes to its height, and the poor

deluded mortal literally afpired to be confidered and treat-

ed as God. It may feem incredible, but we have the moil

authentic evidence that hillory can afibrd, that fome men
have demanded and received divine worfhip. This was

the cafe, not only with Alexander the Great, who was
really an illuftrious prince, but v/ith fome of the later

Roman emperors, v.-ho w^vt the meaneft and bafelt of all

men. No wonder tlicn, tliat profperity makes men ne-

gle6l God, v/hen it prompts them to fit down upon his

throne, and rob him of the fervice of his other fiibje(5ts.

Before I proceed to the other part of the prophet's ar-

gument, fuffer me to make a {f^^r rem.arks, for the improve-

ment of v/hat has been already faid, And,

I. See hence the great malignity and deceitfulnefs of

fm. It hardly appears more firongly from any circum-
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ilance, than that which has been the fubjeiSl of this dif-

coLirfe, viz. that the gifts of God, in the courfe of his Pro-

vidence, are fo far from exciting our gratitude, in pro-

portion to their number and value, that on the contrary,

thofc who rccehe most are ufually most profane. They
make his favors inftruments of rebelHon againft him,

and return contempt for his indulgence, and hatred for

his love.

Let us not take occafion from this to gratify our own
en^y, by particular or perlbnal reproach againll thofe who
are great, or have become rich amongfl ourfelves; but

let us a6l a far wifer and jufler part, and be humbled for

the fjnfulnefs of our nature, and warned of the deceltful-

nefs of lin. We may feel the feeds of this difpofition in

us all. You find the wife man charging a funilar ingra-

titude upon man in general. " Becaufe fentence againfr

*' an evil work is not executed fpeedily, therefore the

" heart of the fens of men is fully fet in them to do evil."

And i\o you not obferve every day, nay, has it is not turn-

ed into a proverb, that we think light of our mercies,

ipiritual and temporal, when they are common and abun-

dant ? And what is the true and proper interpretation

of this, but that the greater God's goodnefs is to us, com-
monl}'- the lefs is our gratitude to him ?

2. Let me befeech you to make a wife improvement of

the advantages you enjoy over one another. Let them ex-

cite in you a holy emulation to teilify your fenfe of fuperi-

or blefCngs, by fuperior piety and ufefulnefs. Do you
excel others in any refped ? Are you fuccefsful in trade?

Ha\^e you rifen to reputation ? Are you exalted to oiHces

of dignity.'* Are you endowed wdth capacity of mind?
Can you remember the time when thofe were your equals

who are now your inferiors? Do not look v/ith infoience

upon others, making odious, and perhaps unjufl compari-

fons. Do not fwell in pride and felf-complacence, as if

by your own power you had made yourfelves to dhTer, but

rather look the other way, to God, who is the maker both

of rich and poor, and pray that your thankful nefs and
duty to hin^ may exceed that of the poor man, as much
as his liberality to you exceeds what he has thought pro-
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per to bedow upon him. This affords me an opportunity

of relating a little piece of private hifiory, that liappened

in Great Britain, and appears to me very worthy of re-

membrance, and very conducive to the ends of edificati-

on.

A gentleman of very confulerable fortune, but a Rran-

ger to either perfonal or family religion, one evening took

a folitary walk through a part of his own grounds. He hap-

pened to come near to a mean hut, where a poor man with

a numerous family lived, who earned their bread by dail}'-

labor. He heard a voice pretty loud and continued.—

Not knowing what it was, curioiity prompted him to lif-

ten. The man, who w^as pioufly difpofed, happened to

be at prayer Vu'ith his family. So foon as he could diftin-

guifh the words, he heard him giving thanks with great

affedlion to God, for the goodnefs of his providence, in

giving them food to eat, and rahnent to put on, and in

iupplying them with what was neceiTary and comfortable

\x\ the prefent life. He was immediately, no doubt, by

divine power, Ifruck v/ith aftonifliment and confufion,

and faid to himfelf, does this poor man, who has nothing

but the meanelt flu'e, and that purcbafed by fevere labor,

give thanks to God for his goodnels to himfelf and family,

and I, wdio enjoy eafe and honor, and every thing that is

grateful and defirable, have hardly ever bent my knee, or

made any acknowledgment to my IVIaker and preferver.

It pleafed God that this providential occurrence proved

the mean of bringing him to a real and lafiing fenfc of

God and religion.

Let all perfons in health, quiet and plentiful circum-

ftances, learn from the preceding difcourfe, wdiat it is they

ought clearly to guard againlf.—Pride, fecurity, forgetful-

nefs of God, are peculiarly incident to that itate. " Lo
*^ this," faith the Lord to Jerufldem, '' was the iniquity

*' of thy fifter Sodom, pride, fulnefs of bread, and abun-
*' dance of idlenefs was in her, and in her daughters,

^ neither did flie flrengthen the hand of the poor and
*' needy." A ferious refiedlion on the obligation fuch lie

under to God for what they have received in their conti-

nued dependance uj^oa him, and the inllabiiity of all
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earthly things, \vould fave them from the hurtful Infiusnce

of worldly profperity. To enforce this, I (hall only read

the apoftolic charge to Timothy. ''• Charge them that

" are rich in this world, that they be not high minded,
*' nor trull in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who
" giveth us all things richly to enjoy ; that they do good^
^* that they be rich in good works, ready to diftribute,

'' willing to communicate ; laying up in (lore for them-
-^' felves a good foundation againil the time to corae, that

*' they may lay hold on eternal life."
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THE DANGER OF ADVERSITY.

SERMON 30.

Proverbs xxx. 9.

Lest I be poor and steal^ and take the nai7ie ofmy God in vahu

I
PROCEED now to confider the argument by which
the prophet urges the lecond branch of his requeil,

which, in connexion, runs thus— '' Give me not poverty,
^' left I be poor and ileal." Having not only explained

the general principle that runs through the whole of this

fubjed, but alfo very particularly pointed out the dangers

attending an opulent and wealthy ftate, I fiiall endeavor
to do the fame thing with refpecl to a ftate of poverty and
ftraitnefs. While I attempt this, I am lincerely forry

that there is fo much propriety in the fabje6: ; and that it

is fo well fwited to the circumftances of the inhabitants of

this place. You fee the prophet confiders the great and
general temptation to which the poor are expofed, to be
difhoneft, by ufing fraudulent means of relieving their

wants, or bettering their condition. You fee alfo, he con-

fiders this temptation in its progrefs, not only inclining

them to acl unjuftly, but fometinies proceeding to the ter-

rible degree of concealing or fupporting the fraud by falfe-

hood, and perhaps at laft by perjury or falfe fwearing

;

*' left I be poor and fte?J, and take the name of my God
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Let us nrfl confider a little the matter of hOi, as it

appears in experience, and then a few of its principal

ijciufes.

As to the firft of thefe, fiiall I be afraid to affirm, that

extreme poverty often inclines perfons to difhonefly and

frarrd ? Will it be thought harih and fevere to thofe al-

ready fuiiiciently deprefied ! As I would not feem to Hand
in this place, and flatter the pride- of the greateft and moft

eminent of my fellow-fmners, fo neither will I diflemble

the truth from a falfe compaillon for the poor. This
would indeed be doing them the greateft poffible injury ;

it would be treating them, from miftaken tendernefs, as

the rich are often treated from the fear or partiality of

thofe who are about them ; foftering their felf-deceit, and
not fuffering them to hear the moft falutary truths, be-

caufe they are not pleafing to the flefli.

It is undoubtedly matter of experience, that great po-

verty makes many take unjuft and unwarrantable methods

of procuring relief. Not only fo, but they feem often

difpofed to juftify and defend them, as if they had a title

to redlify the miftakes of Providence, in the diftribution

of worldly porieilions. This, in the event, receives great

encouragement from, fome who feem to have imbibed a

general falfe principle, and aft upon it, both in their own
GondiidV, and in their judgment of others. In the divifion

of controverfy, or dividing difputed property, when one

party is, or is fuppofed to be rich, and in eafy circum-

itances, and the other poor, and in a mean condition,

they tliink that inllead of afting according to ftrift: juftice,

the advantage ihould always be made to fall to the poorer

fide. This condudl is confidered by fome, not only as

lawful, but as laudable. It is however a falfe principle,

and is condemned in fcripture, which fays, " Neither
'' ihalt thou countenance a poor man in his caufe." It

may be thought, perhaps, that the other is the more com-
mon and dangerous partiality, and probably it is io ;

yet

this alFois blame-worthy, and when follov/ed out, as I am
afraid it too often is, muft involve numbers unav/ares in

the guilt of ftealing ; for when they have once laid down
this rule, that the poor have fome claim upon the rich,
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they are ready to apply it to their own cafe, and extend

it very far. But in all matters of property, or right and
wrong, whether a perfon is rich or poor, ought to be ut-

terly out of the quellion ; the only thing to be confidered

is, what is julland lawful. The rich are indeed, in point

of confcience, bound to affift the poor ; but this muft be
their own adt; no perfon can take the fmallefl part of their

property without their confent, but he is guilty of an adt

of injuilice, and violation of the law of God. No perfon

has a right to make them generous and charitable againll

their wills, or to exercife their own generofity and charity

at their expence. This mull be left to the Supreme Judge
at the lad day, who will fay to them, "I was a ftranger

" and ye took me not in, naked and ye clothed me not,

" fick and in prifon and ye vifited me not." But what
will give us the moit cliilincl view of the influence of

poverty, as a temptation, is the too frequent condud of

thofe wao arc reduced from what was once their Hate, to

poverty or debt, by misfortunes or extravagance, or mif-

Tnanagement of their affairs. The temptation of poverty

is not by far fo great to thofe in the meaneft ranks of life,

whofe income, though fmall, is not very difproportionate

to what hath always been their condition; as to thofe who
are reduced from a higher to a lower flate—The few, who
in fucii a fituation preferve their integrity inviolated, and
their fincerity of fpeech unfufpeded, deferve the highell

honor. Nay, I am perfuaded that, bad as the world is,

every perfon in reduced circumflances, would meet with

compaffion and afliftance, if all about him were fenfible

that he had neither lofl his fubftance by negledt, nor
wafted it by riot, nor concealed it by fraud. But though
we cannot help afcribing fome meafure of what is laid to

the charge of perfons in this unhappy flate, to the rage

and refentment of thofe who have fuffered by them ; yet

alas, there is too great reafon to affirm, that they are too

often guilty of prevarication and fraud, the fms mention-
ed in the text.

I will dwell no longer upon the fa6t, but will confider

a little the reafons of it, which will diredlly ferve to pro-

mote the defign of this difcourfe, by exciting men to con-

Vol. II. Hh
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eern and folicitude, as well as pointing out the proper

means of avoiding the temptation. The general reafon

of this, to be fure, is obvious to every body, that perfons

in poverty, being firongly folicited by the appetites com-

mon to all men, and not having of their own wherewith

to gratify their defires, are tempted to lay hold of the pro.

perty of others. They grudge to fee that others have the

enjoyments from which they are debarred ; and fince they

cannot have them in a lawful, make bold to feize them in

an unlawful way. But this I do not infift on, that I may
mention one or two particular reafons, which will fuggeft

fuitable exhortations to duty.

I. The firfl I (liall mention, is ignorance. This is

peculiarly applicable to thofe in the lowefl ranks of life.

Through poverty they are not fo well inflru6led as they

ought to be, in the principles of religion, and the great

rules of duty. An ignorant flate is ahnoft always a flate

offecurity.—Their confciences are lefs tender, and they

are lefs fenfible of the great evil of prevarication and fraud.

I am obliged, in fidelity, to fay, that in the private infpec-

tion of my charge, though I have found fome inftances

both of poverty and ficknefs borne with the moll pious

refignation, there are alfo fome whofe condition might

move the hardefl: heart, living in the mod fordid poverty,

grofsly ignorant, and, at the fame time, fo difpirited, fo

flothful, or fo proud, that they will do little to obtain

knowledge for themfelves, or communicate it to their chil-

dren. Many v/ill not attend upon the public means of

inftruiSlion, becaufe they cannot appear in fuch a decent

garb as they could wifli; and for the fame reafon they keep

their children from them, till they con^.raft fuch habits of

idlenefs and vice, that they come out into the world with-

out principle, obftinate and intraftible. Is not the duty

here very plain ? All fuch flioukl- exert themfelves to

obtain the knowledge of the things which belong to their

peace. They fliouid neither be unwilling nor afliamed

to make application for fupply; and even the coarfeft rai-

ment (liould not hinder them from appearing in the houfc

of God. Thus they will find acceptance with him, if they

worfliip him in the beauty of holinefs, preferable to thole
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who are clothed in purple and fine linen, and their hearts

are after their covetoufnefs.

2. Another great reafon why poverty becomes a temp-
tation to fraud is, that they are introduced to it infenfibly,

and led on by degrees. The fin fleals upon them by lit-

tle and little. People involved in their circumftances, to

get rid of importunity and follcitation, make promifes,

more of what they hope or wifh, than of what they are

able to do. NeceflTity ferves as an excufe for their failing

to their own minds, and thus they are gradually brought

into a breach of fincerit}^ and proceed from lower to higher

degrees of falfliood. Little arts of evafion are firft made
ufe of, and doubtful pra6lices are entered upon. One fin

feems necefiary to ftrengthen or conceal another, till at

lallthe groffeil fraud, and fometimes perjury itfelf, clofes

the unhappy fcene. I have read an excellent obfervation,

that there is hardly fuch a thing as a fingle fin ; they are

always to be found in cluUers. I am fure, this holds in

a particular manner as to fins of injufiice. They are fo

interwoven and connedled together, that you cannot re-

ceive any one without being obliged to admit the refi:.

This is one great branch of the deceitfulnefs of fin in ge-

neral ; with a view to which the apofile fays, " But ex-
^' hort one another daily while it is called to-day, lell any
*' of you be hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin."

3, I only mention one other reafon of poverty being a

temptation to fraud, viz. that in time it defiroys the fenfe

of fliame. I am not ignorant, that a fenfe of fliame, which

is nothing elfe but a fear of the cenfure of others, neither

is, nor ought to be the main principle of a good man's ac-

tions. But as there is no other principle at all in many,
fo it is a good afiiftant, and corroborative when jufily du
rented; but now, through the corrupt maxims of the world,

poverty is fo much the objedl of contempt, and thofe who
are in this flate, meet every day vv^ith fo many marks of

negledl from all, that before their condition is known, they

will do almoft any thing to conceal it, and after it is

known, they become in time fo deilitute of Ihame, thai;

they are under np further refiraint*
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From this particular branch of the fubjedl, let me put

you in mind,

1. What reafon many have to be thankful to the God
of life, who hath given them their daily provifion, if not

in all the abundance of immenfe riches, yet in fulnefs and
fufficiency. An humble, thankful difpofition is not only

your duty, in return for the divine bounty, but is itfelf

the richelt and fvveeteft ingredient in all temporal mercies.

— It is that, indeed, which makes them mercies.—-Envi-

ous perfons do not taftc what they have, their evil eye be-

ing fixed on what they cannot obtain. Things in this re-

fpe£l are jufl what they feem to be. Our comforts are as

we are enabled to relifh them. The fame pofleflions which

are defpifed by the impatient or ambitious, are a treafure

and abundance lo the humble and grateful.

2. If poverty is a temptation, it ought to be an argu-

ment to all to avoid it, or feek deliverance from it by law-

ful means. Apply yourfelves with fteadinefs and perfe-

verance to rlie duties of your calling, that you may pro-

vide things tioneil: in the fight of all men. It is a duty of

the law^, and of the gofpel ; and it hath this promife, in

general, annexed to it, that " the hand of the diligent

*' makech rich." Read, I befeech you, that valt treafure

of ufeful inftrudlion, the book of Proverbs ; where you
will meet with many excellent counft;ls and wife obferva-

tions upon this fubjedt. Of thefe I fhall mention at pre-

fent, but two paffages, fele6led both for the foundnels of

the inftruiftion, and the beauty of the illufiration. *' Go
*' to the ant, thou fluggard, confider her ways and be wife;

'* which having no guide, overfeer, or ruler, provideth
'* her meat in thefummer, and gathereth her food in the

•' harveft. How long wilt thou fleep, O Huggard? When
*' wilt thou arife out of thy fleep .'* So fliall thy poverty
" come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed
*' man.'* And again ;

" I went by the field of the ilothful,

" and by the vineyard of the man void of underilanding ;

" and 16, it was all grown over v/ith thorns, and nettles

"' had covered the face thereof, and the ftone-wall thereof

" was broken down."
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3 . Are any of you poor and reduced in your circum-

ftances, fet a double watch upon your condudt, and ear-

neftly pray that God may preferve you from fraud and
difmgenuity of every kind. Rather fufFer yourfelves to

be llripped of every thing, and apply to the charity of

others, which is not finful, and ought not to be fhameful,

than take any difhonefl methods of bettering your ftate.

O melancholy thought, that many, when they become
,defperate in their circumftances, become alfo defperate in

their courfes, and drown the reflexion of their confciences

in fiothfulnefs and fenfuality ! Sincerity, integrity, pati-

ence and fobriety in a ruined fortune are doubly eminent;

at lead, whatever they may be in the fight of the world,

they are honorable and precious in the fight of God, and
of all good men.

Before concluding, fufFer me to make one or two re-

fiedlions on the fubjedl in general ; the feveral parts of

which I have now explained. And,
I. On what hath been faid on this fubjedl, I would

graft this important lelfon; that you fliould not only iludy

to preferve yourfelves from fin, but from all fuch circum-

ftances of temptation as are dangerous to human conflan-

cy. This was the very ground of the prayer of the pro-

phet in my text, and is the fubftance of the reafons he af-

figns for his requeft. We are taught the fame thing in

the (Ironged manner, by the feveral inftances of human
frailty, and the folly of prefumptuous confidence, record-

ed in fcripture. " Now all thefe things happened unto
* them for enfamples, and they are written for our admo-
" nition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
" AVherefore, let him that thinketh he ftandeth take heed
" left he fall.*' We are alfo taught the fame thing by him
who knew what was in man, as he has given us diredti-

ons in the form of prayer which he taught his difciples, to

fay, Lord, "lead us not into temptation."

Are you really unwilling to do evil, you will be con-

cerned to keep yourfelves out of the way of every folici-

tation to it. This is conftantly the efFe(^ of a judicious

and folid piety, and thofe who a£l otherwife ihew that

they either have no real goodnefs, or that they are very
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v'eak Chriftians, and little acquainted either with them-

fclves, or this prefent evil world.

2. You may learn hownecefiary it is, that you Ihould

look for the divine affillance and dire6i;ion, to avoid the

temptation of every flate of life. We are truly of ourfelves

unequal to the trials with which we are furrounded. Not
that there is any thing unjuR or oppreiTive in the meafures

of Providence; but becaufe it feems good to our Maker, to

oblige us to a conftant dependance upon himfelf and his

promifed help. *' But God is faithful, v/ho will not fufTer

*' you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with
" the temptation alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may
" be able to bear it.''

The leail temptation may prove too hard for us, if we
negle6t to apply for fupreme aid ; but in divine llrength,

we may bid defiance to the mod formidable oppofilion.

This temper is well exemplified and defcribed by the

apoftle Paul to the Corinthians. " And he faid unto me,
^' my grace is fufficient for thee, for my flrength is made
*' perfect in weaknefs. Moft gladly, therefore, v/ill I ra-

*' ther glory in n\y infirmities, that the power of Chrill

^' may refl: upon me. Therefore, I take pleafure in in-

" firmities, in reproaches, in necelTities, in perfecution,

" in dillrelTec for Chrifl's fake; for when I am weak, then
" am I ftrong."

3. From w^iiat hath been faid, you may fee what an in-

feparable connexion there is between true religion and

your employments and Hate in this prefent world. They
have a mutual, llrong, and conllant influence upon one

another. It is a fatal, though a common error to feparate

them; entirely to confine religion to the times and places

of immediate worfliip, and fuppofe that it hath nothing to

do with the maxims of trade and commerce, or other

worldly callings. On the contrary, your iniprelTions of

things fpiritual and eternal, will direct and regulate your

views ss to the prefent life; and your fuccefs or misfor-

tunes in worldly fchemes, will have a certain and vifible

efie(ft upon your Chriflian converfation, and the (late of

your fouls. Therefore, let them never be feparated in

ypur ovvn views, and let them dill be kept in their proper



The Danger of Adversity. 247

order and fubordlnation. Though the light and trivial

ufe, not only of the name of God, but of fcripture-lan-

guage, is both finful and dangerous ; and thouo^h a for-

ward oflentatious piety may fometimes look fufp'cious,

yet it were to be wifl-jed we had more of a grave and habi-

tual acknowledgment of God in all our ways. This was
the language of the Patriarchs of old. In one of the for-

mer difcourfes upon this fubjeft, I took notice of Jacob's

prayer, when he fet out for Padan-aram. See after the

increafe of his family, how he expreiTes himfelf in anfvver

to his brother Efau. " And he lift up his eyes and faw
*' the women and children, and faid, who are thofe with
*' thee? And he faid the children which God hath graci-
*' oufly given thy fervant." See aifo the apoftolical direc-

tion for the manner of projecting our future purpofes.

—

*' Go to now, ye that fay to-day, or to-morrow, we will go
*' into fuch a city, and continue there a year, and buy
** and fell, and get gain."

4. In the lad place, let me befeech, in the tenderefl

manner, every one of you, rich and poor, to remember
an approaching eternity. It will not be long till tlie ho-

norable, and delpifed, the wealthy and the needy, the

mailer and the fervant, fliall lie dov/n in the dull. Lay hold

of that covenant of peace which is ordered in all things

and lure. Hear a great aiid conflant truth, " What is a
*' man profited, though he fhould gain the whole world-
*' and lofe his own foul, or what fliall a man give in ex-
'' change for his foul r" How many a Lazarus is now in

Abraham's bofom ; and how many a rich man, that once

lived delicately on earth, is at this moment tormented in

hell-fire! The gofpel of peace is now preached in your

ears. Believe in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrid,' and
ye fhall be faved. I cannot promife that you fliall be rich,

but all things necefiary are aflured to you by the divine

promife; food and raiment, fupport under trials, Itrength

for duty, and in the world to come, everlading reft.
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Ok the religious EDUCATION of CHILDREN.

SERPvION 31.

Preached in the Old Prefbyterian Church in New-York, to a

very numerous audience^ on the evening of the fecond Sab-

bath in May, 1789.

Mark x. 13, 14, 15, 16.

And they brought young children unto him, that he should
touch them, and his disciples rebuked those that brought
them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased^

and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto
me, andforbid them not: for ofsuch is the kingdom ofGod.
Verily I say unto you, JVhosoever shall not receive the king-

dom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And
he took thera up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and
blessed them.

THERE are few things In which perfons of refledion,

in general, and efpecially thofe who fear God, are

Jnore agreed, than the importance of the rifing generation;

or, which is the true meaning of that exprelTion, the im-
portance of the inRru6lion and government of youth.

This is a fuhjecl of great extent, and may alfo be taken
up in a great variety of lights, I am one of thofe who think

that it may, as well as many others, be, with much ad-

vantage, confidered do6lrinally ; and that a clear view of
divine truth upon every fubjed, will have the moil pow-
erful and happy influence, not only in directing our fen*

timents, but in governing our pradice.

Vol. II. li
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There is much to be feen of the proper glory of the Re-
deemer in this pafTage of fcripture—His ufefulnefs—his

attention to improve every feemingly accidental occur-

rence for the purpofe of iiiftruclion, and his amiable con-

defcenfion to all who humbly applied to Him, and tender

feeling for their wants and weakneiTes. It appears from

this pafTage, that the inhabitants about Jordan, where he

then was, not only brought their fick to be healed, as they

did in moll other places, but brought young children ''that

" he fliould touch them." In Luke they are called in-

fants; and in the latter end of the pafiage now read, it is

faid, he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them,

and bleiTed them ; {0 that it is probable they were all of

them of very early age, and fome of them perhaps, literally

what we call infants, who could not yet fpeak or v/alk. I

fee not the lead foundation for what fome commentators

imagine, that they might labor under fome diforder, from

which the parents fuppofed he would cure them : If this

had been tlie intention, the difciples would not, probably,

have found any fault with it. The probability is, that the

parents or relations of the children brought them, expect-

ing that he would lay his hands on them—authorhatively

blefs them, and pray for them ; from which they believed

important benefits miglit be derived to them. The dif-

ciples, we are told, " rebuked thofe that brought them,''

fuppodng, doubtlefs, that it was an impertinent and unne-

ceffary interruption of their mailer, and that the children

could receive no benefit at that early time of life ; and who
knows but, like the human v/ifdom of later times, they

might think the attempt fuperllitious as well as unneceffa-

ry. However, our Lord w^as of a different opinion, and

faid— '' SuiFer the little children to come unto me, and
" forbid them not; for of i'uch is the kingdom of God."

Now the fmgle fubjeft of this difcourfe fliall be to in-

quire, V/hat is the import of this declaration? and, What
v/e may underfland our Saviour as adirming, when he

fays, of youn;T children or infants, " of fuch is the king-

*'domofGod?" After this, I will give fuch advices as

the truths that may be eflablifhed fhall fuggelL and as thty

feemto me moll proper to enforce.



Education of Children. 2jl

Let us then confider what we may under{land our Sa-

viour as affirming, when he fays of young children or in-

fants, " of fuch is the kingdom of God."

And, in the fird place, we may underhand by it, that

chilcTen may be taken within the bond of God's covenant;

become members of the vifible church, and, in confe-

quence, be relathely holy. I do not found the lawful-

nefs of infant baptifm on this paflage alone, and m^ean to

enter into no controverfy on the fubjet!^ at this time ; but,

as it is clearly ellabliflied in other paffages, it may well

be underflood here. At any rate fo far as I have affirmed

is undoubtedly certain, that they may he admitted within

the bond of God's covenant. We know, that under the

Old Teftament, they received the fign of circumcifion,

which in the New Teiiament, is faid to be " a leal of the

*' righteoufnefs that is of faith." (Rom. iv. ii.) Many be-

nefits may arife from this. As in the natural conflitution

of man, many advantages and difadvantages are derived

from parents upon the offspring, {o in the moral conftitu-

tion of divine grace, many blefTings, fpiritual and tempo-
ral, may be inherited from pious parents. Children are

the fubjefls of prayer ; and, of confequence, within reach

of the promife. The believer may juilly hope for his feed

dying in infancy, and in after life, many eventual provi-

dential mercies may be expeded from that God who
" fheweth mercy to thoufands of generations of them that
*' love him."

It was ufual in the mod ancient times, for aged or holy

perfons to blefs children formally. I do not recolledl in

ancient hiftory, a more beautiful, or more tender fcene,

than that we have recorded. Gen. xlviii. 15. of the patri-

arch Jacob's bleffing his grand-children, the fons of Jofeph,

when he was about to die—" And he bleffed Jofeph and
'^ faid, God before whom my fathers, Abraham and Ifaac,

'* did walk, the God which fed me all my life long to this

" day, the aiigel which redeemed me from all evil, blefs

" the lads ; and let my name be named upon them,
" and the name of my fathers, Abraham and Ifaac :

" And let them grow into a multitude in the midft of the
*' earth." We are told by an ancient writer of the Chrif.
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tian church, that Ignatius, afterwards bifhop of Antloch,

was one of thofe children thus brought to Chrift for his

bleffing ; and there is no reafon, that 1 know of, to oppofe

the tradition : For fuppofing him to have been an infant,

or even from 2 to 5 years of age, it would make him only

between 70 and 80 at the time of his martyrdom, in the

year 108 from the birth of Chrift.

2. The declaration *' of fuch is the kingdom of God,'*

may be underflood to imply, that children may, even in

infancy, be the fubje(fts of regenerating grace, and thereby

become really holy. This is plain from the nature of the

thing ; for if they can carry the corrupt impreffion of

Adam's nature in their infant date, there can be no doubt

but they may be renewed after the image of him that cre-

ated them. Almighty power can eafily have accefs to

them, and can, in anfvver to prayers, as well as endeavors,

form them for their Maker's fervice. See what the pro-

phet Ifaiah fays, xxviii. 9. " Whom fhall he teach know-
" iedge ? and whom iliali he make to underfland dodtrine?

" Thofe that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from
" the breafls." Samuel was a child of prayer, and dedi-

cated to God from his infant years, and it is faid of him,

I Sam. ii. 26. " And the child Samuel grew, and was in

" favor both with the Lord, and alfo with men." It is

an expreffion frequently to be found in pious writers, and
among them that are far from denying the univerfal cor-

ruj)tion of human nature, that fome may be faid to be

fandtified from the womb—that is, that the time of their

renovation may be beyond the reach both of underfland-

ing and memory ; and this being certainly polfible, may
juflly be confidered as the objecl of defire and the fubjedt

of prayer. Few, perhaps, have failed to obferve, that

fome children difcover upon the firil dawn of reafon, an

amiable and tra6lable difpofition, and drink in fpiritual

inftruftion with defire and delight ; vrhile others difcover

a frowardnefs and repugnance, that is with much difficulty,

if at all, and fometimes never, overcome.

3. I think this declaration implies, that children are

much more early capable of receiving benefit, even bv

outward means, than is generally fuppofed. Ko doubt
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the reafon of the condu(5l of the difciples was, that they

fuppofed the children could receive no beriefit. In this,

from our Lord's anfwer, it is probable he thought them

miftaken. 1 will not enlarge on fome refined remarks of

perfons as diftinguifned for learning as piety ; fome of

whom have fuppofed, that they are capable of receiving

impreffioiis of defire and averfion, and even of moral tem-

per, particularly, of love or hatred, In the firft year of

their lives. I mud, however, mention a remark of the

jaflly celebrated M. Fenelon, archbifhop of Cambra}^ be-

caufe the hdi on which it is founded is undeniable, and
the dedudlion from it important. He fays, that ' before

' they are thought capable of receiving any in{lru6lion, or
* the leaft pains are taken with them, they learn a lan-

' guage.—Many children at four years of age can fpeak

^ their mother tongue, though not with the fame accura-
' cy or gramm.atical precifion, yet with greater readinefs

' and fulnefs than mofl; fcholars do a foreign language

'after the lludy of a whole life.' If I were to enlarge

upon this I might fay, they not only difcover their intel-

ledlual powers by conneding the idea with the fign, but

acquire many fentiments of good and evil, right and
wrong, in that early period of their life. Such is the at-

tention of children, that they often feem to know their

parents' tempers fooner and better than they know their's,

and to avail themfeives of that knowledge to obtain their

defires.

To apply this to our prefent fubjedl, or rather the oc-

cafion of it, allow me to obferve, that the circumdances
of folemn tranfa6lions are often deeply engraven upon
very young minds. It is not impoffible that ibme of thofe

young children might recolleft and be afle£led with the

majelly and condefcenfion of Jefus of Nazareth, and the

impreifion be attended with happy fruits. At any rate,

as no doubt the parents vv^ouid often relate the tranfaclion

to their children, this Vv^ould be a kind of fecondary me-
mory, and have the fame efTedl upon their fentiments and
condud.

4. This declaration implies, that the earliefl, in gene-

ral, is the fitteil and belt time for indrudlion. This part



154 ^^^ ^^'- Religious

of the fubjev5l has been treated at full length by many wri-

ters in every a^e, I therefore fliall fay the lefs upon it

—

Only obferve, That the importance of early inllru(5lion is

written upon the whole fyftem of nature, and repeated in

every page of the hiftory of Providence. You may bend
a young twig and make it receive almoft any form : but

that which has attained to maturity, and taken its ply, you
will never bring into any other iliape than that which it

naturally bears. In the fame manner thofe habits which
men contracl in early life, and are ilrengthened by time,

it is next to impolTible to change. Far be it from me to

fay any thing in oppofition to the infinite power and abfo-

lute fovereignty of God ; but let us alfo bev;are of confider-

ing thefe as oppofed to the natural courfe of things, or the

life and efncacy of means. Vv^e have many v/arnings

upon this fubjecl in fcripture, where the recovery of an
habitual and hardened fmner, is likened to a natural im-

poflibility, Jer. xiii. 23.

—

" Can the Ethiopian change his

*'^ fl'iin, or the leopard his fpots ? then may ye alfo do good
'^ that are accuftomed to do evil." God v/ill referve to

himfelf his own abfolute fovereignty, but it is at every

dinner's own peril if he prefuine upon it and abufe it.

5. This declaration of our Saviour—" Of fuch is the

^' kingdom of God"—may imply, that, in fa6l, the real

difciples of Chrift chiefiy confiil of thofe v^ho are called in

their earlier years. 7'he vifible church of Chrill is a nu-

merous and mixed fociety ; but his myfticai body, con-

jifting of real believers, 1 think vre are v/arranted from

this pailage of fcripture and others, as well as the analogy

of faith, and the reafon and nature of things, to fuppofe,

confiils for the mofl part of thofe who are called in infancy

and youth. This is an important truth, and deeply

frauo;ht with inllru(Stion to all, of everv rank. There are

fome called after a courfe of oppofition to God, but they

are few in comparifon ; therefore the apollle Paul flyles

himfelf

—

'' One born out of due time." Perhaps experi-

ence and a ileliberate view of the flate of the world, is fuf-

ficient to prove this affertion. The indances of conver,

f]on in advanced life, are very rare : and when it feems

to happen, it is perhaps moll comnicnly the rcfurre(5lion
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of tliofe feeds which were fown in infancy, but had been

long ftifled by the violence of youthful paflions, or die

purfuits of ambition and the hurry of an a6live life. I

have known feveral inflances of the inftra'6llons, long

neglected, ofdeceafed parents, at lad riling up, ailerting

their authority, and producing the deepeft penitence and
real reformation. But my experiences furnillies me with

no example of one brought up in ignorance and fecurity,

after a long courfe of profanenefs, turning, at the clofe

of life, to the fervice of the living God. The moil com-
mon cafe is, that the deep fleep continues to the lail, and,

as the faying is, they die as they live ; though in Tome in-

llances, when the fins have been of the rroilell kind, con-

fcience awakens at their going off the lla/^e, and they feem,

as it v/ere, to be'^^in the torments of hell v/ith the terror

of defpair.

Yoo will Bnd in fome practical v/riters an opinion, or

fentiment, that feems not ill-founded to the following pur-

pofe, ' Some are called at the eleventh hour that none
* may defpair,' and there are few, that none may prefume.

Others make a dillindVion, not without ground, as it feems

founded upon the wifdom and equity of the divine go-

vernment; That when the gofpel comes to a people that

had long fitten in darknefs, there may be numerous con-

verts of all ages ; but when the gofpel has been long

preached in plenty and purity, and ordinances regularly

adminillered, few but thofe who are called in early life

are ever called at all. A very judicious and pious v/riter^

Mr. Richard Baxter, is of opinion, that in a regular flate

of the church, and a tolerable meafiire of faithfulnefs and
purity in its officers, family inftruclion and government
are the ufual means of converfion, public ordinances of

edification. This feems agreeable to the language of

fcripture ; for w^e are told God hath fet in the church
** apoftles, prophets, evangcliils, paftors and teachers,"

(not for converting iinners, but) " for perfecling of the

" faints for the v/ork of the minidr}^, and the edifying of
" the body of Ch rift." it feems to add further Vv'eight to

this, that moil of thofe who are recorded in fcripture as

eminent for piety, v/ere called in early life; and \^'Q know
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not but it may have been the cafe with others, though not

particularly mentioned: Thofe I have in view, are Abra-

ham, Moles, Samuel, David, Solomon, Johah, Daniel,

and the three Children, in the Old Teftament, and in

the New, John Baptift and John the beloved difciple
;

of whom I may jufi: obferve, that no other reafon has ever

been given for the Saviour's diftinguifiiing him by parti-

cular afFetlion, but that he v/as the youngeit of the twelve.

6. In the laft place, this declaration implies that the

comparative innocence of children is a lelTon to us, and
an emblem of the temper and carriage of Chrift's real dif-

ciples. This in(lru6lion we are not left to infer for our-

felves. Our Lord has made the remark in the paflage

where the text lies, " Whofoever fiiall not receive the

" kingdom of God as a little child, iliall net enter there-

*' in." This is direftly levelled againd the pride of felf-

fufFiciency, and tvQxy rough and boiflerous paiLon. It is

remarkable that the very fame image is made ufe of in fe-^

veral paHages of fcripture. Thus, Matth. xviii. 1,2,3,
4. '' At the fame time came the difciples unto Jefus,
** faying, Who is the greateft in the kingdom of heaven ?

'* And Jefus called a little child unto him, and fet him \n

" the midft of them, aiKl faid, verily I fay unto }^oa, ex-
*' cept ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
*' fliali not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whofo-
*' ever, therefore fliall humble himfelf as this little child,

*' the fame is greatefl: in the kingdom of heaven." So

alfo the apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. 20. *' Brethren, be not

" children in underftanding : howbeit, in malice be ye
" children, but in underftanding be men :"—And fur-

ther, I Peter ii. i, 2. '^ Wherefore laying afide all ma-
" lice, and all guile, and hypocrifies, and envies, and
" all evil fpeakings,—^as new-born babes, defire the fm-

*' cere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby."

—

The graces of the fpiritual life recommended to us by this

beautiful image, are humility, gentlenefs, teachablenefs,

fmcerity, and eafinefs to be reconciled : all which are re-

markable in young perfons, and are frequently loA or viti-

ated by growing years.
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I come now to make a practical improvement of the

fubject, which fliall be confined to pointing out thediities

fuggefted by the foregoing truths, as they are feverally

incLunbent on, i. parents; 2. children; 3. every hearer

of the golpeh

I. Let us confider the duties incumbent on parents.

Is it fo, that of children or infants the Redeemer faid, of

fuch is the kingdom of God ? Then parents fiioukl be

(1) thankfuL Thankfulnefs is a happy frame of fpirit in

itfelf, and powerfully reconciles the mind to difficult, and

animates it to important duties. Be thankful then for the

honor that is done you, for the trull that is repofed in

you, and for the encouraging promife of God to ailill and

accept of you in the difcharge of it. " Children are the

*' gift of God, and the fruit of the womb is his reward."

I cannot eafily figure to niyfelf any greater earthly bleffing

than to have children to be the objeds of your care and
diligence while you live, and to inherit your name and
fubilance, when you yourfelves mufi, in the courfe of na-

ture, go ofFthe ftage. And is it a little honor to be in-

truded with the care of thefe rational creatures of God,

.

born for immortality, and v^^hofe prefent peace and fu-

ture welfare depend ^o much on your conduct ? Are you
not called to prepare members for the church of Chrift?

—

" for of fuch is his kingdom ;" and however im.portant

the minifiry of the gofpel is (which I fnould be the lafi: to

detrad from) you may know, that it is out of a minifler's

j^cw^er to fpeak to the underfiancling of thofe who are not

prepared by previous infirudion. But above all, how
thankful fiiould you be for the encouragement given you
to bring your children to the Saviour, and the promife

of his blefiing. " He took them up in his arms, laid
*' his hands on them and blefTed them." Fathers ! Mo-
thers ! What ground of praife to the condefcending

Saviour !

(2.) Be early and diligent in infiruclion. This is the

great and fubftantial evidence you are called to give of

your thankfulnefs for the mercy. You have heard that

children are much more early capable of receiving be-

Vol. IL K k
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nefit by outward means than is commonly fuppofed : Let
not, therefore, the devil and the world be too far before-

hand with you, in pofTeffing their fancy, engaging their

afFedions, and miileading their judgment. Is it a fable,

or do I fpeak truth when I fay, many children learn to

fvvear before they learn to pray. It is indeed afieding

to a ferious m.ind, to hear children lifping out ill-pro-

nounced oaths, or fcurrilous and fcolding abufe, or even

impurities which they do not underiland ; fo that the firfl

fentiments they form, and the firft words they utter, are

thofe of impiety, malice, or obfcenity. Nay I have feen

children in their mother's arms ad^ually taught to fcold,

by uttering angry founds, before they could fpeak one

v/ord v/ith dillindnefs. It is wholly impoffible for me
here to introduce a fyllem of directions as to the method

of early inftrudion ; this mufl be learned elfevvhere and

at another time ; but I mean to imprefs your minds with

a fenfe of the importance and necellity of the duty, and

I will add, the efficacy of it. Remember the connexion

between the duty and the promife—" Train up a child in
*' the way he fliould go, and when he is old he will not de-
-' part from it." I knew a pious and judicious minifter,

vjYiO affirmed, that we did not give credit to that part of

God's word if v;e did not believe the certaimy of the pro-

n^ife, as well as the obligation of the duty ; he was of opi-

nion, that every parent, when he feemed to fail, flioukl

conclude that he himfelf had been undutiful, and not that

God had been unfaithful.

(3.) Ee circumfpedl and edifying in your example.

All the arguments that prefs the former exhortation, ap-

ply with the fame, perhaps I may fay, with double force

to this. Example is itfelf the mod powerful and fuccefs-

ful indruiSlion ; and example is necefTary to give meaning

and infiUence to all other inflrui^ion. This is one of

the oldeft maxims upon the fubjedl of education ;—The
Roman fatyrift fays, " Nil did^u vifu^^e feodum heec

" lim.ina tangat intra qus puer efl." Let nothing bafe

be {itQW or heard within thele walls in which a child is.

And if children naturally form^ their fentiments, habits
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and manners, by imitation of others in general, how
much more powerful muft be the example of parents,

who are every hour in their fight, whom nature teaches

them, and whom duty obliges them to love, and when
it comes recommended by the continual intercourfe, and
the endearing fervices that flow from that intimate re-

lation.

(4.) Lafdy, parents are taught here perfeverance and
importunity in prayer. This, indeed, is an important

thing upon every fubjecl of our requefls to God. Oar
Saviour fpoks a parable on purpofe to teach men, that

they Ihould pray and not faint, Luke xviii. 1. And if

we are called to believe, that '" if we afli any thing agree-
*' able to his will, he heareth us," what more agreeable

to his will than frequent and importunate prayer for the

temporal and fplritual happinefs of children—What a

fupport this to the faith of prayer. You ought, at the

fame time, to remember that, as the prophet Jeremiah
fays, " it is good for a man to hope and quietly to wait
" for the falvation of God." The anfwer of prayer may
come at a much greater diflance than we are apt to look

for it. There is a remarkable anecdote handed down to

us, refpecling the famous St. Augufiine. He was the foa

of an eminently pious woman, whofe name was JMonica,

yet he was in his youth very loofe and diforderly. One
of his fellow-citizens, it is faid, feeing him pafs along the

itreet, reflected upon him with great feverity, as a dif-

grace to fociety ; but another made anfwer, that he was
not without hopes of him after all, for he thought it next to

impolTible that the fon of fo many prayers fliould perifh.

—

And we know, that in fact, he became in due time one of

the moll eminent champions for evangelical truth. There
is not the leall doubt that many prayers, and efpecially of

this kind, may have their anfwer and accomplifhment

after the believer that oftered them has been many years

fleeping in the dull,

2. The truths above illuflrated, fuggeil important ad-

vices to children, tha'. is, to fuch young perfons as are

able to underiland and apply them, (i.) Preferve a ten-

d^rnefs of heart, and be thankful that you are not yet



26o On the Rdinous
d>

hardened by habitual guilt, nor fentenced to perpetual

barrennefs by the judgiiicnt of a righUjous God. Eileem,

embrace, hnprove the precious but flying leafon. Heark-

en to the inflruftions of parents ; the admonitions of

paftors, the leflbns of providence, and the dldlates of

God's holy fpirlt fpeaking by the confcience. Think of

the amiablenefs of early piety in the fight of men ; and

its acceptablenefs in the li^^ht of God—^' I love them that

^' love me,*' fays he by his prophet ;
'' and they that feek

" me early fliali find me."

(2.) Be not fatlsfied with, or trufl in outward privile-

ges. If you are the children of pious parents, who have

lived near to God ; if you have been favored with early

inftrudion, unlefs thefe advantages are in^proved, they

will not plead for, but againft you, at the great day.

This is the di6rate both of fcripture and reafon, " to

*-' whomfoever much is given, of them much will be re-

" quired." There is a common faying, that is neither

agreeable to truth nor experience, and yet fometimes

obtains belief in a blinded world, that the children of

good people are as bad as any : as if early education,

which is of fo much influence in learning every thing

elfe, fhould have no efFedl in religion. On the contrary,

where do we expect to find pious youth, but in pious

families, or fober and induftrious youth, but in fober and

induftrlcus f^amilies ? I Hiould call that man prudent in

the condudl: of life, w-ho in the choice of a fervant, an

apprentice, or a partner in bafmeis, would pay almoil

as much attention to the blood and parentage, as to the

perfon with whom he was to be immediately conneded.

But if we take notice of what probably gave occafion to

the mlRake, viz. that the wicked children of pious pa-

rents are the worH of any, it is a truth of the utmofi: mo-

iiient, and eafily accounted for. They burft afunder

the flrongeft ties, they are under the unhappy neceility of

mafiering confcience by high-handed wickedneis, and

commonly come to fpeedy and deferved ruin :
" He that

>'- being often reproved, hardeneth iiis neck, diall fuddeniy

fv be dghroyedj find that without remedy." \
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(3.) Do not fatisfy yourfelves with a name to live, v/bile

you are dead. Though feme young perfons religiouily

educated, by falHng into diflblute fociety, become open

profligates, there are others who retain the form without

the hfe of religion : Therefore, if nature hath given you
amiable difpofitions ; if thefe have been cultivated by a

pious and prudent education ; if you feel the reftraint of

natural confcience ; if you are defirous of pubHc praife,

or afraid of public fliame, do not neglect any of thefe pre-

fervatives from fm ; but yet endeavor to obtain, and fee

that you be governed by a principle fuperior to them all,

the hope of final acceptance with God through Chrift.

Afk oi him to give you a new heart, and a new fpirit,

to '' create you a-new in Chrifl: Jefus unto good works,
" which God hath before ordained, that we fliould walk in
" them."

In the lad place, this fubje(^ fuggefls fome important
inflrudions to the hearers of the gofpel in general, (i.)

Lofe no time in providing for your great and bed intereft.

Every argument that tends to fhevv the importance of
early piety, may be applied, with equal or greater force,

to fhew the danger of delay in more advanced years.

Wliat is wife or amiable in youth, is neceffary to thofe

who are nearer their journey's end. But confidering my-
felf as fpeaking to profeffing Chrifiians, v;hat I would
earnelUy advife you, is, to apply the principles above laid

down, to particular purpofes, as well as to your general
conduft. If confcience or providence has pointed out to

you any thing that you may do to advantage, either for

yourfelves or others, lofe no time in fetting about it, be-

caufe you do not know how little time may be yours : So
fays the wife man, Ecc. ix. 10. '' Whatfoever thy hand
" findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no
*"• work, nor device, nor knovvledge, nor wifdom, in the
^* grave whither thou goell."

(2.) Do not forget the improvement of this fubjed,

which our Saviour himfelf has pointed out ; imitate the

temper of children; learn to be humble and teachable,

gentle and eafy to be intreated. Both watch and pray
;igainfi: all violent attachments, rude and boillerous paf-
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fions, and deep rooted refentment. Obferve how the

little lambs lay down their refentment, and forget their

quarrels. Under this particular, it is proper to recom-
mend a decency of deportment, and a contempt of all

vanity and affedation, as well as fimpllcicy and fince-

rity of fpeech, and a contempt of all artifice and re-

iinement. The apoftle has given an excellent defcrip-

tion of this, 2 Cor. i. 12. " For our rejoicing is this,

*' the teflimony of our confcience, that in fimplicity
" and godly fmcerity, not with fiefnly wifdom, but by
'' the grace of God, we have had our converfation in the
'•' world.'*'

(3.) Set a good example before others in general, but

cfpecially young perfons. The old rule, Ma:><;inia de-

betur piieris reverentia, ought to be pondered as well tis

recolle£led. It is of much importance what our vifible

conduct is, at ail times, and in all places, becaufe w^
.continually contribute to form each others tempers and
habits; but greater caution is neceflary in prefence of

young perfons, both becaufe they are mod prone to imi-

tation, and becaufe they have the leaf! judgment to

make proper diHin6lions, or to refufe the evil, and choofe

the good. Some inllances might be given, in which
things might be faid or done, before perfons of full under-

ftanding, without injury, that could not be done v/ith-

out injury, or at lejiil without danger, before perfons in

early life.

(4.) In the lad place, be not wanting In your endea-

vors and prayers for the public interell of religion, and
the profperity of the Redeemer's kingdom. Support, by
your condacl and converfation, the public credit of reli-

gion.—What is more powerful over the minds of men
and the manners of tlie age, than public opinion r It is

more powerful than the mod fanguinary laws. And
what is public opinion ? It is formed by the fentiments

that are mod frequently heard, and mod approved in

ccnv^erfation. Had we a jud fenfe of the importance of

Viiible religion, Vv^hat a powerful principle would it be,

or prudent, v/atchful, guarded conducl, in every date and
circumdance of life? Whatever reafon there mny be to
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eomplain of the frequency of hypocrify, or feeklng the

applaufe of men, I am afraid there is no lefs reafon to

complain of the want of attention to that precept of the

apoftle, " Look not every man on his own things, but
*' every man alfo on the things of others;" or of our

Lord himfelf, Matt, v, 16. " Let your light fo ihine be-

" fore men, that they may fee your good works, and
*' glorify your Father which is in heaven." I apprehend

that thefe feemingly oppofite faults, are not always fepa-

rated, but often found in the fame perfons ; that is to fay,

there may be a ftrong defire after, and endeavor to obtain

public applaufe, by a few fplendid and popular adions^

^nd yet but little attention to that prudent and exemplary

condudt, which promotes public ufefulnefs. Confider

what you have heard, and the Lord give you underftand-

ing to improve and apply it, for Chrift's fake. Amen,
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DEVOTEDNESS TO GOD.

SERMON 32.

Psalm cxvi. i6.

Oh Lord.^ truhj I am thy servant ; I am thy servant^ and the

of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds*son 0,

ACTION SERMOX.

My Brethren,

THERE is fomething {o fervent and affe£lionate m
the language of the man after God's own heart, that

it is extremely proper to be adopted by us in a6ls of ado-

ration, trult, or fupplication to God. I am at a lofs to de-
termine, whether we ought to confider the Chriftian's ac-

cefs to God, at his holy table, chiefly under one or other

of thefe views, I am inclined to think thiit it is a fort of

compound or union of the whole—Veneration and wor-
iliip of the eternal God, and the incarnate Redeemer, ex*
hibited to us, and as it were brought near to us by the helj^

of the infiituted figns : Reliance and confidence in God,
from the opportunity given us of laying hold of his cove-
nant : and thankful fupplication to God for his fupport

and countenance, in the furrender of ourfelves to his fer-

vice. I cannot help looking upon the words of the Pfalm-
ill in this paflage, as carrying in them a mixture of all

thefe hciy affections. " Oh Lord, truly I am thy fer-

Vox.. 11. L 1
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" vant J I am tfiy fervant, and the fon of thine handmalcL
" Thou haft loofed my bonds: I will offer to thee the fa-

" orifice of thankfgiving, and will call upon the name of
*' the Lord."

This Pfalni, of which David is univerfally admitted to-

be the author^ feems plainly to have been compofed after

fome fignal deliverance, of which the remembrance was
frefh upon his mind. It v/as fuch as had brought his life

itfelf into the mod imminent danger. He acknowledges-

in the verfc preceding the text, the peculiar and gracious

eare which God takes of the life of his people :
" Precious

" in the fight of the Lord is the death of his faints;" and
then makes the profeffion of relation, gratitude, and duty,

contained in the words of the text. —As they feem to

me to be very comprehenfive, and vv/ith great propriety to

e X pre fs what ought to be the habitual temper of a Chrif-

tian, and the frame of fpirit with which a comimunicant

ought to draw near to God at his table ; I ihall endeavor,

in dependance on divine grace,

I. To open the import of the Pfalmifl's declaration and
purpofe.

II. To apply it to you as hearers of the Gofpel in ge-

neral, as well as ivith a viev/ to the facred employment
immediately before you.

Firft, then, I propofe to open the import of the Pfalmift^

declaration and purpofe in the text. This 1 think may
fee included in the following particulars, to which I intreatr

your ferious attention.

I. This exprelTion of the king of Ifrael, implies a very

humble fenfe of his diftance from, and dependance upon'

God, as his creature. Tliis is the firfl view which a peni-

tent hath of himfelf when he returns to God. It is the

firft view which a good man hath of himfelf in his ap-

proaches to or communion with God. And indeed it is-

what ought to be infeparable from the exercife of every

other pious afFeil:ion. To have as it v<^ere high and ha^

Borable thoughts of the majefty and jrreatnefs of the living^

God, and a deep and awful impreffion of the immediate

2WkJ continual prefence of th& heart-fear<2hing Gad-^ibis
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naturally produces the greatefl: felf-abafement, and the

moft unfeigned fubjeftion of fphnt, before our Maker. It

leads to a confefTion of him as Lord over all, and having
the moll: abfolute right not only to the obedience, but to

the difpofal of all his creatures. I cannot help thinking

this is conveyed to us in the language of the Pfalmift,

when he fays, *' O Lord, truly I am thy fervant." He
was a prince among his fubjeds, and had many other ho-

norable diiUndions, both natural and acquired, among
men ; but he was fenfible of his being a fervant and fub^

je(5l of the King of kings ; and the force of his expreffion,
*' truly I am thy fervant," not only fignifies the certainty

of the thing, but how deeply and flrongly he then felt a
convidion of its truth.

Suffer me to fay, my brethren, that there is much more
in this, than many apprehend. The fcripture fpeaks often

of the knowledge of God, of a difcovery of the glory of

God, as a thing peculiar to his people, which is very dif-

ferent from merely fpeculative opinions as to his nature

and perfections. It implies an awful impreffion of his

power and greatnefs, a deep fenfe how little the creature is

before him, and how entirely it is in his hand. I love

that exprellion ufed by feveral pious v/riters of the lad age,

of bowing before the fovereignty of God. When a be-

liever or a v/orfnipper hath a proper view of this ; when it

is brought home upon his fpirit ; it as it v/ere banifhes all

other things, all other relations, all other perfons ; and he

Is, to his apprehenfion, alone in the prefence of the invi-

fible God. And then what abafement of foul is of necef-

fity produced! then no language can be found fufficient

to exprefs his vilenefs and nothingnefs in his own fight.

He may be a rich man among his poor neighbors, or a
great man among his numerous attendants, or a learned

man among jhe ignorant vulgar ; but alas, he is no more
than finful dud and afhes before the omnipotent Jehovah:
There is fomething very magnificent in the defcription

given by the prophet Ifaiah of the majefty of God, and
die correfpondent fentiments of thofe who fee and feel it,

in the 2d chapter of his prophecies, verfe 10, 11. '^ En-

f'
ter into the rock, and hide thee in, the duft, for fear of
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" the Lord, and for the glory of his Majelly. The lofty
*' looks of man ihall be humbled, and the hatightlnefs of
'' men fhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone iliali be
''^ exalt-d in that day." And again, verfes 19, 20, 21, 22.
*' And they fhall go into the holes of the rocks, and into
" the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the
" glo^y o^ his majeily, when he arifeih to lliake terribly
'^ the earth. In that day a man fhall call his idols of fil-

*' ver, and his idols of gold, which they made, each one
«' for himfelf to worfhip, to the moles and to the bats : to

f go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the
" ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of
^' his majefly, when he arifeih to fhake terribly the earth.

" Ceafe ye from man, whofe breath is in his npftrils :

^' for wherein is he to be accounted of?"

2. This declaration of the Pfalmifl implies a confef-

fion of his being bound by particular covenant and con-

fent unto God, and a repetition of the fame by a new ad-

herence. This, as it was certainly true with regard to him,

having often dedicated hinifelf to God, fo I take it to be

concluded on the reiteration of the exprefhon here, " Oh
*vLord, truly I am thy fervant, T am thy fervant.'' As
if he had faid, ' Oh Lord, it is undeniable ; it is impof-
* fible to recede from it, I am thine by many ties. I am
* by nature thy fubje(5l and thy creature ; and I have m.^n)?"

* times confelTed thy right, and promifed my own diity.'

I need not mention to you, either the examples in the

Pfalmift's writings, or the occafions in his hiftory, on
which he folemnly furrendered himfelf to God. It is fuf-

ficient to fay, that it was very proper that he fliould fre-

quently call this to mind, and confefs it before God, as

what, though it could not make his Creator's right any

Ib'onger, would certainly make the guilt of his own vio-

lation of it, fo much the greater. It was certainly alfo a

repetition of thofe engagements, and a folemn promife of

continued adherence to them. There is no appearance

in his language, that he either regrets or repents his fub-

jeftion to God; on the contrary, he manifefts his delibe-

rate approbation of it, as his interell as well as duty.

What he fays here to God. has ibmething of the ii\me
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meaninp; with what he fays elfewhere to liis own foul. Pfa.

xvi. 2. *' O my foul, thou haft faid unto the Lord, thou art

*' my Lord." And he afterwards exprelTes the greateft

complacency in this choice, verfes 5, 6, of the above

Pfalm, " The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance,

" and my cup ; thou maintaineft my lot. The lines are

'' f?.llen unto me in pleafant places ; yea, I have a goodly
" heritage."

I take it to be very natural for pious perfons to look

baci<: upon their former engagements to God. It is apart

of the vvorfliip they owe to him, not only to g]ov\fy him
as God, but to adhere to him as their God. It comes ia

with propriety as a part of confefhon, of praife, and of ho-

ly refolution. It humbles the fpirit under a fenfe of fm,

as a breach of promife, as well as duty. It is matter of

praife that we have been inclined and enabled to give our-

felves to God, according to the beautiful fentiment of Da-
vid, who gives thanks to God, that he and his people had
been enabled to make fuch free and liberal contributions

to the building of the Temple, i Chron. xxix. 13, 14.
" Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praife thy
'' glorious name. But who am I, and what is my people,
" that we fhoukl be able to offer fo willingly after this

" fort ? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have
" we given thee." It is alfo plainly a part of cur ne\7

engagement, which is no more than a ratification of what
we have often and willingly done before.

3. This declaration of the Pfalmifl is an expreffion of

his peculiar and fpecial relation to God, "I am thy fer-

" vant and the fon of thine handmaid." There is ano-

ther palTac^e of his writings, where the fame expreffion oc-

curs, Pfal. Ixxxvi. 16. " O turn onto me, and have mer-
** cy upon me, give thy flrength unto thy fervant, and fave
*' the fon of thine handmaid." There is fome variation

indeed among interpreters in the way of illuflrating this

phrafe. Some take it for a figurative way of affirming

that he was bound in the flrongeft manner to God, as

thofe children who were born, of a maid-fervant, and born
in his own houfe, ar.e in the mofl abfolute manner his

property. Others take it to fignify his being not only
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brought up in a vifible church of God, but in a pious fami-

ly, and educated in his fear ; and others would have it to

iignify ftill more efpecially, that the Pfalmifl's mother was

an eminently pious woman. And indeed I do not think

that was a circumftance, if true, either unworthy of him
to remember, or of the fpirit of God to put upon record.

In the New Teftament, we find the apoiUe Paul, taking

notice of a fimilar circumftance in the cafe of Timothy,

2 Tim. i. 5. " When I call to remembrance ihe unfeign-
*' ed faith that is in thee, &c.'' Without determining

precifely in what fenfe to take the words, it is certainly

added here to fignify fome peculiar and intimate relation

to God, which laid him under the flrongeil ties of adhe-

rence and fubjeclion.

As there was much beauty and propriety in the Pfalm-

ifts mentioning this circumftance, fo Qv^vy pious perfon

ought efpecially in the Lord's fuppcr, to recollect the pe-

culiar relations he (lands under to God. Even as mem-
bers of the vifible church we are the fervants of God, born

in his houfe, baptized in his name, favored with the light

of the gofpel, bleffed with clearnefs and fuUnefs of inftruc-

tion, animated by eminent and Ihining examples. A5
many as have been brought up either as chiklren or fer-

vants in pious families, feparated from the felicitations,

and flieltered frcm the infults of wicked men ; careful in-

llruclion, regular government, faithful admonition and

kind invitation, laid as it were a llri£l and powerful con-

flraint upon them, brought them into, and kept them ii>

the paths of piety and truth : ought they not to remem-

ber it with humility and gratitude, nay, if by means of but

one pious parent, or other relation, had been brought to

acquaintance with God, it ought to be remem.bered as lay-

ing them under peculiar ties. To all which I fhall only

add, that if by the goodnefs of a gracious God, any former

means of inftrudlion, public or private, or fmgular difpen-

fation of providence, has been accompanied with power,

it ought to be improved in this new furrender of ourfelves

to God, at once to increafe our prefent gratitude and pro-

TTiote our future lledfallnefs in the p.iths of obedience.

—

This leads me to cbierve,
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4. That the declaration of the Pfalmid; implies a fenfe
'

©f gratitude for fignal mercies, "Thou haft loofed my
" bonds." I think it is probable that what he had in view

immediately here was, deliverance from perfonal affliction,

probablv a dangerous ficknefs, threatening immediate dif-

Iblution. But the way in which it is introduced and the

ufe to which it is applied, is equally fuited to deliverances

of every kind and ufe, to all fignal mercies which were

greatly needed or highly prized. He afcribes the honor

of it to God, he puts it to his own charge as a debt due to

God, and on this account propofes a return of duty and

gratitude to God. It were no difficult matter to produce

examples of a fimilar condud in the Pfalmift, on his being

favored with remarkable deliverances in his family, from

the enemies of his countrj^ from flander and reproach,

or in unexpedled honor and advancement, as was his^

from the iheepfold to the kingdom of Ifrael.

Now ought not every good man, to follow the exam.^

pie of the Pfalraift in this particular, to remember and ac^

knowledge all inftances of fignal mercy. There is fcarce-

ly any perfon, but may recolledl feveral examples of thefc

in the courfe of their lives. They may remember how
earneftly they defired deliverance in the time of danger,-

what a fenfe of gratitude was upon their minds, when the

mercy was recent, and this may be profitably improved,

for ftrengthening the ties which they lie under to God their

Saviour. This will have a double effect, if the deliverance

was implored by the prayer of faith, and if any marks can

be difcerned, of their having obtained the fanctified im-

provement of it. But above all, with what propriety may
they adopt the language of the Pfalmift, if they have beert

delivered from bondage of fpirit, as well as fear and foli-

citude as to their outward flate. And it frequently hap-

pens, that thefe two go together. It was almoft always fo'

with the Plalmift, and is natural to expert that it will be

fo with every ferious perfon ; for aitiivStion brings fm ta"

remembrance, and they not only tremble, for the iffue of

the trial under which they groan, but apprehend the holy

difpleafure of that God, who caft them into the furnace^

and with v/hom thev have to do. But if the candle of the
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Lord again fliinetli upon them, and they are walking ui

the light of his countenance, they may well lay with tlie

Pfahiiiil, " O Lord, truly I am thy fervant, I am thy fer-

*' vant, and the fon of thy hand-maid: thou haft lobfed
'* my bonds."

5. In the lafl place, This declaration implies a folemrt

dedication and farrender of himfelf to God, and his fervice

for the time to come. This is the end of the retrofpei^

which he takes of his chara6\er and ftate, " I will offer to

*^ thee the facrifice of thankfgiving, and will call upon the
*-' name of the Lord." He was refolved to live a life of

gratitude to God, to take all methods of openly and pub-

licly acknowledging him aS the author of his mercies. If

we would fee further his purpofe, we may look back to

the 8, 9, 10, ver. ** For thou haft delivered my foul from
'* death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling."

He promifes therefore a life of obedience, and as the fource'

of thankful trufl and acquiefcence in God, he feems by
the nth verfe, to have been difconcerted by difcovering

the treachery of men, but every thing h rectified and made
up by the goodnefs and all-fufFiciency of God.

So my brethren, ooght every perfon who is this day to"

fit down at the table of the Lord, after a ferious recolledtion

of all his pad mercies, to devote and confecrate himfelf

imto God. Take him for your portion: place your hap-

pinefs in his favor ; receive your daily bread from him as

his gift; pay for every mercy the tribute of praife ; live not

wpon the creature withouc God, but endeavor to enrich'

and fweeten created comforts, by communion with God :'

E-efolve to' ferve him with your body and fpirit Vv'iiich are'

bis, ferve him fmcerely, refolving that nctiiin^^ fiiall have

(Juiet poffeffion of your heart, or indulgence in your lifey

that is contrary to his \t\\\. Serve him with zeal, t-fpoufe'

his intereil, plead his caufe, and efleem it your honor, if

by yoiu' authority, by your talents, by your fubf^ance, you
can promote his glory. Pat your tnift in his provideiice'.

You are yet in the body, liable to all the viciiTitudes of this

mortal Rate. Be [;erfuaded of the infinite wifdom and all-

fufficiency of God. Let him difpofe of you freely. Refift

cxccfllve anxiety and fear, and oppofe to all the gloomy
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horrors of a fruitful apprehenfion, the fhield of faith in

ahiiighty flrength, which is able to bear you up fuperior

to every trial, and to every enemy. Do in every flate of

difficulty as the prophet Ifaiah, in the name of God, in-

vites the people of lirael to do on the approach of public

jadgm.ent, Ifaiah xxvi. 26. " Come,' my people, enter
^' thou into thy chambers, and Ihut thy doors about thee :

**' hide thyfelf as it were for a little moment, until the in-

*' dignation be overpaft."

I proceed now in the laR place, to make fome pradical

improvement of this fubje6\,

I. Suffer me, my brethren, to plead with every firmer;

to plead with every hearer in this affembly, the right of

his Maker to his fervice. He hath made and formed you,

and his vifitation preferves your fpirits. He only holdeth

your foul in life, and unto him belong the ilTue from death'

-—Of him, and to him, and through him, are all things.

Have you therefore ferved him as your mafter, and placed

your happinefs on his favors. I choofe, my brethren, to

alTert God's dominion over his creatures, that if it pleafe

him to accompany it Vv^ith his fpirit, it may carry convic-

tion to many who are living in quiet and felf-fatisfadion,

although they are dead in trefpaffes and fins. Many, if

they are free from grolTer corruptions, are no way appre-

henfive of the danger of being %mthout God in the world.

Ignorance of themfelves, extenuation of fm, fooliflily

placing a merit in a few common outlide duties, and pre-

sumptuous hopes in God's general mercy, are the del ufive

grounds of the hope of fuch perfons. Nay, fometimes,

alas for their folly ! the chief thing they have to truft to, is

the ill that they have not done. I really do not fvvcar,

fays one, 1 hate drinking abominably, it is a beallly vice.

What fignify thefe partial jullifications ? I have known,
though it is not common, 1 confefs, an habitual adulterer

that would not f?;ear, and I could flietv you a covetous

hard hearted v/retch, grinding every day the faces of the

poor, that will neither drink nor fwear. Btit are you tha

Servants of God ? are you devoted to his fear ? believe it

firs, there is an abfolute neceffity of an entire change in

your nature, to fit you for the kingdom of God. You are

Voj^. II, Mm
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his creatures, you ought to be his fervants, and in one

fenfe indeed his enemies are his fervants, becaufe they are

under the dominion of his Providence, and fliall at lall be

the monuments of his vengeance. Be warned then in

time, for you may reft aiTured that no man hath hardened

himfelf againft him, and profpered.

2. But in the next place, I muft not omit giving war-

ning of their danger, to fuch as are living in open and

avowed profanity. They are fo far from being the fer-

vants of God, that they are his enemies, his confederated

enemies, and the enemies of every thing that Hands in

a vifible relation to him. 1 will once more, my brethren,

take the liberty to denounce the judgment of God, againft

all fuch perfons, and I am preaching the gofpel of Chrift

while I am doing fo, for he fhall be revealed from heaven

in flaming iire. And all profane fvvearers that fpeak th&

language of hell on earth, fliall have it as their abode for

ever. All defpifers of the fabbath of reft. — —
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The righteous SCARCELY SAVED, AND THE)

WICKED CERTAINLY DESTROYED,

SERMON 33

I Peter iv. i8.

/*nd if the righteous scareelij he saved^ where shall the un-i

godly and the shiner appear f

ALL mankind may be divided into two great clafTes,

the righteous and the wicked, the friends and the

enemies of God, the heirs of glory and the heirs of helL

Thefe, though mixed together on earth, and in many cafes

not eafily to be diftinguifhed by men, are yet eflentially

different in their chara<^ers, and fhall at laft meet with a

very different fate. Of how much moment would it be

for every one to fee his own charadler and Hate before the

final feparation, when the judge fliall divide them, one
from the other, as a Ihepherd divideth the flieep from the

goats

!

There are many av;ful tokens of divine juflice and
holinefs in the adminiftration of Providence, v/hich ought

to be confidered by us, as preludes to the great day of re-

tribution, when God fliall render to every man, accords

ing to his works. The apoftle Peter, in the verfes pre-

ceding the text, is fpeaking of the divine judgments which
were coming iipon that generation, and which were \x%
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part, to fall even upon the church and people of God.-—
From this he takes occafion to point out the infinitely-

greater danger of impenitent iinners, who were expofed,

not only to the fam.e or heavier temporal (Irokes, but to a

final and eternal deflrudlion, verfe 17, *' For the time is

" come that judgment muil begin at the houfe of God :

*' and if it fir(l begin at us, what fliall the end be of them
*' that obey not the gofpel of God ?" Confidering alfo that

God in righteous feverity, fees it neceffary to make even

his own people to pafs through the furnace, and through

much tribulation, to enter into the kingdom of God, he

inftitutes the comparifon in the text, to point out the dread-

ful ftate of the finally impenitent ;
'' And if the righteous

'' fcarcely be faved, where fliall-the ungodly and the fin-

" ner appear :"

In difcourfmg farther upon this fubjed, what I pro-

pofe is,

I. To explain the import of die declaration, or fuppo-

fition, in the firft part of the text, that " the righteous

^' fcarcely are laved.'*

II. To confider the conclulion drav/n from it, by the

apoftle, ''where fliall the ungodly and the fmner appear ?"

III. I fliall make a pra6lical improvement of the fub-

je6: for your inftrudlion and direftion.

In the firfl place then, I am to explain the import of

the declaration, orfuppofition, in the firft part of the text,

that " the righteous are fcarcely faved." There is the

greater necelLty of this, that tlie exprefTion is both flrong

and fingiilar. There are many pafiages indeed, that car-

ry in them truths akin to it, and founded upon it; but

the fentirnent itfeif, is ahnoit peculiar to this paflage, that

," the righteous are fcarcely faved." There are fome, who
fuppofe that the exprefTion is borrowed from, or alludes to

Prov. xi. 31. "Behold, the righteous fliall be recompenfed
*' in the earth: much more the wicked and the fmner.''

The meaning they give thus : Even the righteous muft

expe(::l: to meet with fufFerings and calamities on earth,

much more, wicked men, under the juil difpleafure of a

holy God. But I think it is plain, that the apolUe in our
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text, has an eye to the declfive judgment of tlie lad da}^

;

for he fays in the preceding verfe, " What fliall the end be
'' of them, that obey not the gofpel of God." It is no
where faid in fcripture, that wicked men ihall be panifh-

ed in the prefent life, in a manner fully adequate to their

guilt, much lefs that a juft and vifible proportion is to be

obferved between their fufferings and thofe of the fervants

of God. On the contrary, they are called the men of the

world ; it is faid, they have their part and portion in this

life, and their profperity, compared with the trials and
fufferings of good men, appears to have been in every age

a fource of temj)tation to the children of God.

We mufi therefore underftand the apoftle, as fpeaking

of the eternal ftate, both of the righteous and the wicked,

in the correfpondent parts of this paffage. What then is

the meaning of the righteous being fcarceiy faved ? It

cannot mean that there is any defedl or flraitnefs in the

mercy of God. The invitation to finners in the gofpel,

is not only urgent, but full, free, and infinitely gracious.

It cannot mean that there is any defeat in the mind or

power of our Redeemer, as if the fecurity of thofe who
put tlieir trufl in him were to be doubted, or their vidory
over all the enemies of their falvation were uncertain.

To affix any fuch meaning to the words, would be to {et

them in diredl oppofition to many other paflages of fcrip-

ture, and to do the greatefi: injury to the divine wifdom and
truth. In order therefore, to open the import of this in-

terefting declaration, you may obfervethe following things:

I. The righteous may be faid to be fcarceiy faved, be^

caufe all are jullly liable to divine vengeance, and it is

only of the free grace, and fovereign mercy of God, that

any are faved. This, my brethren, is a truth of the greats

eil moment, repeated in almoft every page of the facred

pracles, but which none can either underftand or approve,

till they are effectually humbled by the fpirit of God.
It is however, the fum and iubftance of the gofpel. See
in what terms it is defcribed by the apoftle Paul, Eph. ii,

4— 10. " But God, v/ho is rich in mercy, for his great
" love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead

y in fins, hath quickened us together with Chrift: (by
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*^ grace ye are favecl) and hath raifed us up together, an^
**- made us fit together in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus.

^ That in the ages to come he might fhew the exceeding
^^ riches of his grace, in his kindnefs toward us, through
'* Chrill Jefus. For by grace are ye faved through faith j

'• and that not of yourfelves ; it is the gift of God : Not
" of works, left any man iliould boafi: : For we are his

'^ workmanlhip, created in Chrifl Jefus unto good works,
" which God hath before ordained that we fliould walk in

*^ them.'^ There is not a believer on earth, nor a faint

in heaven, but who is ready to acknowledge, that he was

by nature an enemy to God in his mind by wicked v;orks;

that he had highly provoked him, and that if God had

dealt with him in ftridl jufiice, he would have been for

ever banifned from his prefence and enjoyment. Proba-

bly many will recolle6"t the time of their ignorance and

fecurity, and admire the patience of God towards them,

and fee that they are indeed fcarcely faved, fmce they

liave been brought back from the very brink of deflru6lion.

If any nialefadlor had been arraigned, judged and con-

demned to die, and after apprehending the juft punifh-

iTient of his crime, fiiould be faved by an a6l of royal

clemency, at a ilake or on a fcalfold, would he not con-

fider himfelf as fcarcely faved. But this is no more than

a juft image of the (late and views of a pardoned fmner,

and what will continue to be the views of thofe who have

entered into refi:. They are clothed with white robes, as

an emblem, not of innocence, but abfolution, and the

fong of praife which they fmg, intimates the condition

from which they were brought, Rev. v. 9. " Thou art

*' v/orthy to take the book, and to open the feals thereof:

*' for thou wail flain, and hall redeemed us to God by thy

*' blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,

*^ and nation ;" verfe 12. '' W~orthy is the lamb that was
" ilain, to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, anc]

" ftrength, and honor, and glory, and blelling."

This leads me to obferve, that as their falvation is of

fovereign grace in the Father's love, fo it w^as purchafed

by the mod amazing fuflerings of their Redeemer in their

room. They are fcarcely faved, not only from the wan^
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of merit in tbemfelves, but from the infinite expence and

coft laid out by him for their redemption. Such was the

evil of fin, and fo deplorable the ftate of the finner, that

the vvifdom, truth, and holinefs of God, feemed all to de-

mand his perdition. The whole creation could not fur-

nifh a fufficient ranfom ; for the redemption of the foul

was precious, and it ceafed forever. Then the eternal

Son of God, clothed with infinite mercy, and conveyed

in fovereign power, prefented himfelf as our Redeemer,

faying, " Lo, I come," &c. Oh, amazing truth ! Oh, un-

fearchable fubje6l ! Juftly may we fay, that the righteous

fcarcely are faved, fince it required fo cofily an expiation.

Let us remember in faith, v/hat our Saviour endured in

the garden and on the crofs, before he could fay it was
finifhed ; and we fliail be confirained to confefs that it

was no eafy undertaking to redeem thofe fouls that were

forfeited to divine jullice.

To conclude this particular, the righteous are fcarcely

faved, becaufe the application of this redemption to their

fouls, and their being brought to an unfeigned acceptance

of it, required the almighty power and energy of the fpirit

of grace. This alfo is a part of that revealed truth, which

the natural man hears with reluctance, and cannot re-

ceive. Yet it is not only plainly taught in fcripture,

but daily ratified in experience. John i. 13. "Which
'* were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flefli, no?
" of the will of man, but of God." Without the power

of the holy Ghoil, the gofpel may be preached to finners

from day to day, and from year to year, and yet they fhall

continue in their natural and miferable Hate.

It is tb.e work of the fpirit to open the blinded under-

flanding, to awaken the fecure and dozing confcience,

and to bend the lUibborn will to the obedience of the gof-

pel. A'Ve are alio plainly given to underitand, that if a

Jinner long refifts the motions of the Spirit, the confe-

quence, in the economy of providence, is frequently that

this divine agent departs from him, andceafes any longer

to llrive with him. Every fuch perfon is left to himlelfy

given up to the dominion of his lulls, and the enflaving

power of habit ; and io fills up the meafure of his iniquf-
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ties, till he is ripe for final judgrnent and defTraclIon^

Let us feverally confider, that if Tuch provifion was made
hy an all-wife God, for the recovery of fach of his crea-

tures as had fallen by their iniquity, it could not be un-

neceiTary. And furely the whole of thefe views confpire in

opening the meaning and confirming the truth of what we
are told in this paiTage, that the righteous are fcarcely faved,

2. The righteous may be fiid to be fcarcely faved, be-

eaufe their number is bnt vefy fmall. Tiiere are fevv that be

faved in comparifon of thofe that perifli, and in compari^

fon of thofe that feek and pretend to hope for falvation.

This, if it be a truth, is certainly pregnant with meari-

jng, and deeply intereding. I know there are fome wha
have no great love to any thing that dire£lly tends to dif-

turb the repofe of a drowfy fLothful fpirit, who are fond of

tlenying or calling in quellion this truth. They allege

that our Saviour evaded it as an improper queftion, wheri

propofed to him by his difciples. Luke xiii. 23. " Then
^' faid one unto him, Lord, are there few that be faved V^

But truly I cannot fee hov/ he could ha\^e anfwered it more
plainly, or indeed more properly, than in the following

tvords, " Strive to enter in at the flrait gate : for many, I

" fa} unto you, will feek to enter in, and fhall not be able.'*'

Kfpecially if we compare them v/ith the parallel place in

Ivlatth. vil. 13. " Enter ye in at the firait gate : for wide
*' is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to deftruc-

** tion, and many there be which go in thereat."

What fliall be the number of the redeemed at lafl, anc?

%hat proportion it fliall bear to the whole race of Adam,
before the end of this ftate of things, it is impoffible for us

to know. It is pleafant to indulge the hope that it (hall be

Tery great, and that there are times yet to come, when the

profperity of the Redeemer's kingdom fliall be glorious,

and the triumphs of his grace perhaps univerfal. But
when we fpeak of the number of fuch as fhall be faved,

we muii: fpeak of it as relating to thofe whom we now fee,

and their charatilers as drawn in the oracles of truth. And
furely if we pay the leall regard to the marks of religion

laid down in fcripture, we muft be fenfible what multi-

tudes are living in dire^ oppofiiion to thefn, and that there
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%rt many, who though they are called by the name of

Chrid, and maintain feme degree of outward profefTion,

yet they are far from being Chrillians in deed and in truth.

Matth. vii. 21. '' Not every one that faith unto me, Lord,
" Lord, ihall enter into the kingdom of heaven : but he
*' that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven."

3. When the apollle fays that the righteous fcarcely are

favcd, it may mean that many make not only a common
but an eminent profeffion of religion, who yet iliall be

found finally defedive, when weighed in the balance of

the fandtuary. It may mean, that not only the ungodly

and openl)^ profane hnners fliall be reje(5ted, but that all

who feem to be righteous fliall not be found fo upon trial.

This feems to lead us to confider the difference between

the charitable, general, and uncertain judgment of man,
and the ilricl, infallible, and decifive judgment of God.
This is beautifully reprefented by our Saviour, in the para-

ble of the tares of the field, Matth. xiii. 24, and onwards;

but you may particularly fee what is faid from the 28th

verfe, " The fervants faid unto him, wilt thou then that
*' we go and gather them up? But he faid, nay, lell while
*' ye gather up the tares, ye root up alfo the wheat with
*' them. Let both grow together until the harvefl ; and
" in the time of harvefl I will fay to the reapers, gather
*' ye together firff the tares, and bind them in bundles to
** burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.''

There is a circumflance to be particularly attended to

here, that not only fliali many deceive their fellow crea-

tures by a falfe profefTion, but not a few fliall more efTedlu-

ally and more fatally deceive themfelves, faying they fhall

have peace though they walk after the imagination of their

own hearts. There are many exhortations in fcripture, to

guard againO: deceiving ourfelves ; of which I fhall only

mention one, Gal. iv. 7. '' Ee not deceived; God is not
*' mocked : for whatfoever a man foweth, that fhall hs
*' alfo reap.'^ If our Saviour found it neceffary to fay to

the twelve whom he had chofen, '' Ye know not what
" manner of fpirit ye are of;" much more may the fame
thing be faid to numbers of profefTmg Chrillians in thefe

lafl days. There are many fins that may adhere to a reli-

VoL. IL N n
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glous profeflion, or be covered with a facred veil, which

yet are inconfillent with true religion. See what the

apoftle Paul fays, i Cor. xiii. i. *' Though I fpeak with
'' the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity,

" I am become as founding brafs, or a tinkling cymbal.''

And the apoille James i. 26. "If any man among you
'' feem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but
*' deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain."

It is an awful defcription given us by our Saviour, Matth.

vii. 22. " Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, Lord^
** have we not prophefied in thy name .'' And in thy

*' name have cafl out devils ? And in thy name done
" many wonderful works ? And then will I profefs unto
'' them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work
'* iniquity."

I (hall only add one evidence, with which experience

furniflies us, that even in an eminent profeflion there may
be at bottom no fmcerity. There never was a time of

trial in the church by pcrfecution, but there were feveral

of the moll eminent in ftation, gifts and profeflion, who
were guilty of apoftacy ; a fure evidence that they were

not found in the faith, and a great leffon of humiliation

and caution to us. True religion bears all trials, and it

is only he that cndureth to the end that Ihall be faved.

It is highly probable, that the apoftle had this very thing

in view, in the paffage where my text lies; for in the

preceding verfe, he had been animating them to fuffer as

Chriflians, and concludes in the following verfe thus,

*' Wherefore let them that fuffer, according to the will of

" God, commit the keeping of their fouls to him in well-

" doing as unto a faithful Creator.'*

4. In the lail place the righteous are fcarcely faved, be-

raufe thofe who are faved, fliall be faved with much diffi-

culty. That is to fay, it will require the utmolt exertion

of their care and vigilance. They may expe(5l a conti-

luialj confiid with temptations and trials from without,

and the llirrings of corruptions from within. There is

nothing more contrary to the fcripture viev/ of our chrifti-

an courfe, than to fuppofe it a Itate of unmoleiled quiet,

i;GUPity and indulgence. It is reprelented to us by ^ytvy
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image that carries in it the idea of oppofition, a£livity and

vigilance. It is driving, Matth. vii. 13. ''Enter ye in at

" the ftraight gate : for wide is the gate, and broad is the

*' way, that leadeth to deftrudtion, and many there be

" v/hich go in thereat :" It is contending in a race, Heb.

xii. 1. /' Wherefore, feeing we aho are compafied about

" with fo -great a cloud of witnefles, let us lay afide every
** weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily befet us, and
" let us run with patience the race that is fet before us."

It is lighting, i Tim. vi. 12. ''Fight the good fight of
*' faith," and it is reprefented as incefllmt labor, Phil, ii.

12. " Work out your own falvation with fear and trem-
>' bling."

Indeed when we confider from what, and how many
quarters, we mud expe61: oppofition, this truth will appear

with the fullefl: evidence. Confider the implacable hatred

of the great adverfary, the reproach and injuries of wicked

men, their Hill more pernicious example and folicitation,

the allurements of the world, in this fenuble ftate, and the

jtreachery and deceitfulnefs of our own heai'ts. Of the

great danger of all thefe we have the greateft r^afon to be

convinced from the confefTion and tefiimony of thofe who
have gone before us ; yet over them all the believer mufl

obtain the vi6iory, and fhall obtain it in his Redeemer's

llrength. 4. John v. 4. " For whatfoever is born of God
" overcometh the worlc}: and this is the vidlory that over-,

" comejih the world, even our faith."

There is nothing here faid contrary to what the fcrip-

ture informs us, of the peace and confolation that attends

the pradice of true religion. It is not faid to difcourage

the l3eliever ; but to put him on his guard, and to warn
}iim not to miflake the nature and foundation of that peace

he is entitled to expe6l. It does not confifl in a neglect

of his enemies, far lefs in a confederacy with, or fubje^li^

on to them, but in the alTured profpedl, and growing evi,

dence of his viiTiGry over them. Further, the inward con-

folation of a Chridian does not confill in thinking light of

fin, by excufmg it, or j unifying himfelf by denying it; but

in unfeigned felf-denial, a willingnefs to fee the evil of

fin, and taking (hame to himfelf by confefTing it, together
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with evangelical views of divine mercy in the pardon oF
it, and the proniifed llrength of divine grace to enable
him to refift and fubdue it.

II. I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, which
was to confider the inference drawn in the laft part of the

verfe, " where ihall the ungodly and the finner appear ?»'

I need fcarcely tell you, that the form of a qiieftion ufed

here, is a very common figure of fpeech to fignify their

dreadful fituation. This juft but very awful inference, is

intended for the terror of thofe who live in open ungodli-

nefs, and avov/ed contempt of divine mercy. Perhaps it

may be proper from the context, to confider a little the

time when the wicked {hall be expofed to this terrible

danger: and then the import of the threatening itfelf. As
to the time when the difference is to appear, it may be,

1. In a time of public calamity, or any remarkable vi-

fitatlon of divine feverity. Such a time is defcribed, Luke
xxi. 25, 26. " There fliall be upon the earth diflrefs of
*' nations, with perplexity; the k-:i and the waves roar-
*' ing; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking
" after thofe things which are coming on the earth ; for

" the powers of heaven fhall be fliaken." Then the con-

fcience of the moll obdurate is fom.etimes alarmed. I am
ienfible, and I have formerly hinted, that good men have
no charter of exemption from outward fufFerings. But in

thefe times of general trial, the difference between them
and otiiers is very great. They have an anchor of hope
in the favor of a reconciled, and in the wifdom and provi-

dence of an omnipotent God. But the profane and un-
godly, terrified by the reproaches of a guilty confcience,

are made to tremble, through fear of the execution of de-

ferved judgment.

2. In a time of perfonal diftrefs, and apparent danger
of death. This imporiaiit change is no light matter, even
to die belL They have often no fmall decree of folicitude

and fear, as to the manner of going through this lad and
decifive conflidl. But how much more fearful an afpe6l

mud the king of terrors wear, to the impenitent iinner ?

when the charm is diffolved, and all his fmful pleafures

are turned into wormwood and gall; when he fees he



7he Righteous scarcely Sailed, ^c, 285

muft bid an eternal farewell to every fenfual delight, en-

ter into a world of fpirits, and appear in the preience of

God. But,

3. Both thefe are only preparatory to the day of judg-

men::, " For we mull all appear before the judgment-feat

" of Chrift." Then his people ihall lift up their heads with

joy, for the day of their redemption has arrived. But

with what inexpreflible confufion fliall the wicked then

be covered ? In vain iliall they call upon the mountains

and hills to cover them from the wrath of the Lamb.
Now they affront his perfon, oppofe his reign, refill his

fpirit, and fcorn his fervants. But where fliall they ap-

pear, and what will they do, when the " Lord Jefus fhall

•' be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking ven-

" geance on them that know not God, and obey not the

.^'gofpel?"

This leads me more particularly to confider the import

of the inference in the text, " If the righteous fcarcely be
" faved, where fhall the ungodly and the fmner appear ?"

And I think it plainly carries in it three things, that from

the holinefs and feverlty of God, and the righteous fcarcely

being faved, we may learn the certainty, the greatnefs,

and the juftice of the punifliment of impenitent linners.

I. The certainty of it. That as tlie threatenings are

awful, the execution Ihall be inevitable. Men are ex-

ceedingly prone, from partiality to themfelves, and from

the fuggeflions of the father of lies, to dilbelieve the

threatenings as well as the promifes of God. This was a

great part of the temptation to the commifTion of the firfl

fin, Gen. iii. 4. *' And the ferpent faid unto the woman,
.*^ ye fliall not furely die." And the credit that was given

to it at that time, has been continued by fmners in every

fubrequent age. They are ready to prefume upon the

general goodncfs of God, and to flatter themfelves that

his threatenings fliall be either wholly remitted or greatly

abated. We find that fome men of corrupt minds have

even fet themfelves to reafon againfl the rigor of the fcrip-

ture denunciations againfl fin, and the eternal punifh-

ment of finners.
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But how fatal the delufion ? The truth of God is an

infeparable bar to this deceitful expedation. If. iii. iq,

II. " Say ye to the righteous, that it fhall be well with'

** him ; for they fliall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe
«* unto the wicked ! it fhall be ill with him ; for the re-

*' ward of his hands fhall be given him." Pf. 1. 21, 22,
•' Thefe things hail thou done, and I kept filence : thou
" thoughtefl that I was altogether fuch an one as thyfelf

:

" but I will reprove thee, and fet them in order before

" thine eyes. Now confider this, ye that forget God, leil

" I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver." Nay,

not only is this afTerted in the word of God, but the whole

procedure of divine Providence ferves to confirm it. If

the falvation of the righteous is with difficulty obtained

;

if their redemption is fo dearly purchafed ; if Ghrifl mufl

bleed before they can be forgiven ; how fhall the ungodly

be able to ftand in the judgment ! If even jhe fervants of

God muft be expofed to fo many fufferings in the day of

trial, what mufl be the condition of his enemies in the

day of retribution ? If even the fins of the holy mufl be

vifited, how fhall the crimes of the impenitent pafs unpu-

niflied ? This is plainly one part of the truth contained

in this paffage ; and whoever will deliberately confider

the uniform tenor of the holy fcriptures, and compare it

•with the difpenfations of divine Providence, will have

reafon to tremble at the dreadful fiate of incorrigible fin-

ners, and to fay with the apoflle Paul, Heb. xii. 25. " See
'^ that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh. For if they ef-

'' caped not who refufed him that fpake on earth, much
" more fhall not we efcape, if we turn away from him
'' that fpeaketh from heaven."

2. The exprefhon in the text implies the greatnefs of

the puniiliment of finners. It is indeed, my brethren,

every where reprefented in fcripture in fuch tern^s, as

ferve to convey to us the moll dreadful appreheafions of

its weight, as well as the deepefl convidlion of its certaint}^

It is reprefented as the blacknefs of darknefs forever, and

as a worm that fhall never die. But the image moil com-

monly ufed is fire, which is the mod terrible to fenfe, of

all the elements we have any knowledge of. It is a lake
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that burns with fire and brimdone for evermore. With-

out entering at all into the queflion, how much is literal,

and how much figurative in thefe images, the juft conclu-

fion from them is, that thofe who fhall be the final mo-
numents of divine vengeance, fliall be in a flate forrowful

and comlortlefs as darknefs, painful as a gnawing worm^
and dreadful as fire.

This is alfo manifeflly founded on the reflection in the

text, " if the righteous are fcarcely faved :" if they fufFer

fo much at prefent by divine permiflion ; if they fuflPer U)

much by the perfecution of the ungodly, what a load of

vengeance awaits the wicked in the day of reckoning,

when he will recompenfe tribulation to the troublers of his

chofen ? If there is fo much holy feverity neceflary on ac-

count of fin even in the prefent life, which is the time of

divine forbearance, even towards the children of God,

who are the objeds of his everlafting love, what fliall be

the flate of thofe who have out-finned the feafon of his grace,

and forfeited all title to his mercy, on whom he intends at

once to glorify his juflice, and to magnify his power.

Hear the words of the Holy Ghofl 2 Theflf. i. 9. " Who
*' fliall be punifhed with everlafting deftru6tion from the

" prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power,"

3. The exprefiTion in the text, implies the juilice of the

punifhment of finners. This is a circumflance always

to be taken in, for at the laft day he Ihall judge the world

in righteoufnefs by that man, whom be hath ordained.

He Ihall judge the world in righteoufnefs and the people

with his truth. This is a circumflance not only for the

illuftration of the glory of God, but for the manifeilation

of the prefent truth. If the punifhment of finners were not

juft, it could not be great ; if it were not known and felt

by themfelves to be juft, it would not be intolerable.
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THE YOKE OF CHRIST.

SERMON 34.

Matthew xi. 2o»

For my yoke is easy, and my hiirdep. is liglit^

A CLEAR view of divine truth is of the utmod mo-
ment, both to the holinefs and comfort of the chil-

dren of God. They are fandified by the truth. It is no
lefs neceflary, by manifedation of the truth, to turn
ilnners from the error of their ways ; for the word of God
is quick and powerful. While we keep thefe things in

View, we ought alfo to remember, that the truths of God
are injured, not only by oppofition, but perverfion. We
are ailured that thofe who are unlearned and unfi:able»

wreft this good word of God to their own deftruclion. If

this is the cafe, it follov/s naturally, that as the bait is

moft dangerous, when the hook is mod efFedlually conceal-

ed ; io falfhood will be mod apt to infinuate itfelf, when
it wears the habit, and has the greated refemblance to

real truth.

The reafon of my ufmg this introduction to what fliall

be offered on the text now read, is, that it is one of the

paflages mod frequently, and mod artfully perverted, or

mod unhappily milapplied. It contains a mod important

and falutary truth, if taken in its proper meaning, and
according to the analogy of faith. But as it is v/redtd and

Vol. II.

'

O o
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perverted by itlen df corrupt minds, it is often made to

convey a iUipifying and dangerous poifon. What more
important, than to deftroy the unjull accufations of the

father of lies, as if religionwere a heavy and infupporta-

ble burden ? But if, on the other hand, the fame thing is

made ufe of to few pillows for all armholes, and fmg the

fmner afleep in fecurity, it is equally defiruftive. There-

fore, in difcourfing of this fubjed, through the affillance

of divine grace, I will endeavor,

I. To fhow you what you are not to fuppofe, implied

in this declaration of our Lord, *' My yoke is eafy, and
" my burden light."

II. What is its true and proper meaning, and
III. In the lad place, to apply the fubjed:.

Firfl, then, I am to fliow you what you are not to fup-

pofe implied in this declaration of our Lord, *' My yoke is

'' eafy, and my burden light." On this, I befeech you
to attend to the follov/ing obfervations.

I. When our Saviour Hiys, " My yoke is eafy, and
** my burden light," you are not to fuppofe that he has

narrowed the extent, or weakened the obligation of the

law of God. There are fome who fpcak in fuch terms,

as if they thought that Chrifi: had granted fome licenfe and
indulgence to human corruption : that he had abated the

feverity of the law, and would not be fo highly offended

by the tranfgreilion of it. Becaufe we are taught that he

hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, or the rigor of

its fandion as a covenant of works, they fpeak as if they

thought, or at leaft fo as to lead others to think, that he

hath made void the obligation of it as a rule of duty. But
the law of God is perfed, eternal, and unchangeable. It is

a tranfcript of his own nature, which he will not, or which,

I fpeak it with reverence, he cannot difpenfe with. The
fcripture exprefsly fays, that he cannot deny himfelf.

Now our blelled Lord himfelf has told us upon this fub-

je£l, Matth. v. 17, 18. '' Think not that I am come to de-

*' flroy the law or the prophets : I am not come to deflroy,

** but to ftdfil. For verily I fay unto you, till heaven
** and earth pafs, one jot or one title fhall in no wife
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" pafs from the law, till all be fulfilled." Agreeably to this,

he hath been fo far from narrowing the extent of the law,

that he hath alTerted its honor, vindicated it from the falfe

gloiTss and loofe interpretation of the Scribes and Phari-

fees ; and pointed out its fpirituality and influence upon
the confcience and heart. See feveral inflances of this in

the above cited chapter, particular!}^ verfes 21, 22, and

27, 28. ''Ye have heard that it was faid by them of old
*' time, Thou (halt not kill : and, whofoever fliall kill,

" fhall be in danger of the judgment: But I fay unto you,
" that whofoever is angry with his brother without a catife,

*' fhall be in danger of the judgment; and whofoever fliall

*' fay to his brother, Raca, fliall be in danger of the coun-
*' cil : but whofoever fhall fay, thou fool, fhall be in dan-
" ger of hell -fire. Ye have heard that it was faid by thern
" of old time. Thou fhalt not commit adultery : but i fay
*' unto you, that whofoever looketh on a woman to lull

" after her, hath committed adultery with her already in
*' his heart." How diftant is this from relaxation, or

from modifying and accommodating the law to the cor^

ruptions of men ! And as to the obligation of the law, no^

thing is more clear, than that our Saviour has not takea
from, but added to it in many ways. He has added to it

by the clearnefs of the difcovery which he hath made of the

divine nature and will ; by the moil glorious difplay of

divine mercy through him ; and as a juft and necellary

confequence, by the awful threatcnings which he hath de-

nounced againfl thofe who fliall continue to defpife the

grace of the gofpel. Hebrews ii. 2, 3. "For if the word
*' fpoken by angels was iledfaft, and every tranfgrefTion
*' and difobedience received a jufl recompence of reward ;

" how lliall we efcape if we neglecl {o great falvation,
*' which at the firll began to be fpoken by the Lord, and
" was confirmed unto us by them that heard him ?" And
the fiime epifile, ch. x. verfes 26, 27, 28, 29, ''For if we
*' fm wilfully after that we have received the knowledge
** of the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fins,

" but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
** indignation, which fliall devour the adverfaries. He
^^ jthat defpifed Mofes' law, died without mercy under two
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" or three wltneiTes: of how muchforer punifliment, fup-
" pofe ye, lliall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden
*' under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood
" of the covenant, wherewith he was fancliiied an unholy
" thinp^, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit of grace ?"

2. When our Saviour fays, " my yoke is eaf\% and
*' my burden is light," you are not to fuppqfe he means to

fay that real, and acceptable obedience to the law of God,
is an eafy thing to men, as they arc in themfelves, or in a

fmful and unrenewed ftate. Oh, fay fome, the gofpel is

a humane and gentle difpenfation, the fame does not bear

hard upon human weaknefs. If we (liould make him to

fay this, my brethren, we ihould make him to fpeak in

dirett oppoOtion to many other palTages of fcripture, as

well as to daily experience, and the nature and reafon of

the thing. Men may if they pleafe, create to themfelves

an image of religion, that fliall be quite gentle and pliant,

that fliall have nothing in it offenfive to corrupt nature, or

at any time oppofed to the manners of fafhionable life; but

notjiing can be more diftant from Nev/-Tellament truth.

There we are told tlrat, Kom. viii. 7,8, " Becaufe the

" carnal mind is enmity againil God; for it is not fubje6l

" to the lav/ of God, neither indeed can be. So then they
*' that are in the flefli, cannot pleafe God.'' There we
are told, that men are by nature dead in trefpaffes and

iins, that their recovery is the work of omnipotence, evet^

the mighty power of God, and that none can bring a clean

thing out of an unclean, but God alone. But why fliould

we multiply pafiages of fcripture to this purpofe, when
it is manifeft from the nature of the thing and daily ex-

perience? Jf it were eafy in this fenfe to put on Chrill's

yoke, it would alfo be common. Is not the prevalence

of wlckednefs a proof to the contrary ? Can any thing be

more oppofite than fin and hollnefs ?' None. Not even

light and darknefs. Can any man then ferve two mailers.-

Is it an eafy thing to love fm, and pradife holinefs ? Do
we fee it is fo in any inilance ? Do we reckon it is eafy for

the drunkard to deny his appetite, when he fees the liquor

giving its colour in the cup, and moving itfelt aright ?

Is it eafy for the malicious perfon to govern his tongue, or
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the covetous man to open his heart ? The truth is, It is a

dire6l contradidion, for the law of the Lord fearches, and

chiefly requires the obedience of the heart; and therefore

to fuppofe, or imagine that the generality of men, who
are under the doininion of fui, may notvvithftanding keep

the commandments of God, is an abfurdity which we
would not be guilty of, in any other fubjed. Either, fays

our Saviour, '' make the tree good and his fruit good ;"

&c. '-' Can a fountain fend out at the fame place, fweet

*' water and bitter ?"

3. When our Saviour fays ^' my yoke is eafy, and my
'* burden is light," you are not to fuppofe, that it is an eafy

or trifling thing, or what the fmner may do at any time

by his own flrength, to turn from fin to God. Nothing

can be a more pernicious or a more llupifying dofe to a

poor carelefs finner, than to make him fuppofe that he

may eafily at any time repent, when necelTity fliall urge

him to it. The whole fyftem of divine truth hands in

dired oppofuion to this error. There our condition by

nature is confidered as not only miferable, but helplefs.

It is divine power alone that can efFe(5l the change, John

vi. 44. " No man can come to me, except the Father,

'' which hath fent me, draw him : and I will raife him
'> up at the laR day." Pfal. ex. 3. " Thy people fliall be
*' willing in the day of thy power." The greatnefs of the

change necelfary to falvation demonftrates the fame thing,

John iii. 3. '' Verily, verily I fay unto thee, except a man
" be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God."

—

The multitudes that perifh is a further proof. " Strive to

" enter in at the ilrait gate," &c. To this n^ay be added

the danger of delay, and the hardening pov/er of habit as

frequently mentioned in fcripture, Eccles. xii. i. '' Re-
*' mem.ber now thy Creator, in the days of thy youth,

^' while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,

'' when thou ihalt lay, 1 have no pleafure in them. Can
*' the Ethiopian change his fl<:in, or the Leopard his fpots?

*' then may ve alfo, who are accullomed to do evil, learn

'^ to do well." To crown the whole, there are inflances

in which the day of God's patience, and forbearance is

Cilofed, and the linners eyes fnall not be opened pn bis
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danger, Luke xix. 41, 42. "And when he was come
*' near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If

** thou hadfl: known, even thou, at leall in this thy day,
*-'- the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they

" are hid from thine eyes.*' 2 ThefT. ii. 11. " For this

^' caufe God fhall fend them llrong delufion, that they

*' fhould believe a lie."

4. AVhen Chrift fays, *'my yoke is eafy, and my burden
*' is light," we are not to fuppofe that even the children

of God (hall meet with no difficulties in their way. It

feems to be the miftake of fome perfons to think that fo

foon as they have truly embraced the gofpel, and obtained

peace with God, the conflift is over, they fliail have an

eafy and flothful aflfurance, without oppofition either from

afil'i6\ion or temptation. But this is quite contrary to

what the fcriprure teaches to exped. It teaches us to lay our

account with oppofition from every quarter, injury from

without and even treachery from within. The life of a

chriilian mufl; be a life of vigilance and prayer. Outward

peace, ill founded peace, a fecure unfaithful confcience,

is what we have the greateil reafon to dread. Thefe are

hard fayings in the gofpel, which even the children of God
find it difficult to receive. We are expofed to continual

temptation from the world and from worldly men, and to

frequent trials both as we are men and chriftians, Heb.

xii. 5. " And ye have forgotten the exhortation, which
*' fpeaketh unto you as unto children, my fon, defpife not
'^ thou the chg.(lening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art

'' rebuked of him :" In the chrilUan warfare there is no

truce. It is only he that (hall endure to the end that

ihall be faved—The lail enemy that fliall be deilroyed, is

death.

Having thus rejected thefe falfe'and miftaken apprehenr

fions fometimes fuggefted by this paffi\ge of fcripture, and

greatly encouraged by fmooth and mollifying teachers, it

remains, that I ihould proceed to point out the true and

proper meaning of it, and what we are to underfland

when the Redeemer invites fmners to come to him, by
faying, ^' my yoke is eafy and my burden is light." And
becaufe there are many things pertaining to this fubje(^,



7he Yoke of Christ, 295

that throw light upon each other, I fhall endeavor to take

mthe whole compafs of it, making however the illultra-

tion of each particular very Ihort.

I. The yoke of ChriO: may be faid to be eafy, and his

burden light, becaufe his right to command is undeniable;

the authority with which he is invefted is complete and

full. I have placed this firll, becaufe it lies at the founda-

tion of all religion, and is nothing elfe but the fupreme

authority and abfolute dominion of Jehovah. We all na-

turally think it hard to fubmit to ufurped authority, or un-

jufl: dominion ; but when the title to command is clear,

obedience immediately appears to be reafonable and ne-

cefTary, and becomes our unfeigned choice, or the defire

of the heart. Thus, nothing can be more clear than the

right of our Maker to the obedience and fubmiffion of all

his creatures. It is the fenfe of this carried home upon
the confcience, that gives the iirll rife to convidlion of fin.

A difcovery of the power and majedy of the living God,
lays the creature in the duft, and produces fubjedlion. But
when to this is added, that he is Lord and proprietor of

all; that all things were made by him, and for him, then

fm appears in the light of injuflicc and rebellion, and obe-

dience, abfolute and unconditional, is felt to be his due.

Believe it my brethren, when the revolted creature re-

turns to his allegiance ; when the convinced fmner fees

the guilt of his rebellion, it at once reconciles him to the

law, and makes him willing to put on the yoke.

The fame thing is a conflant and growing principle

of obedience to the believer. He fees that he is not his

own. He perceives and admits his Creator's and Re-
deemer's right. He is convinced, that as all things were
made for, as all things fl-iall finally tend to, fo that every

intelligent creature ought fupremely to aim at the glory of

God. It is this radical principle that chiefly conflitutes

the difference between genuine obedience, and that con-

flrained fervice which may be fometimes falfely fo called.

Hence it is that true obedience is confidered as a debt that

is due to God ; falfe obedience on the contrary is confi-

dered as a debt charged upon God, The real chriflian is

happy in fo far as he is able to obey^ and fmcerely grieves
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for any remaining backvvardnefs and relu6lance m Iii'^i

mind. The yoke may well be faid to be eafy, when he

is brought to that temper and difpofition, that it is not-

what he does, but what he omits, that fills him with grief,

or covers him with fliame.

2. The Redeemer's yoke is eafy and his burden light,-

becaufe all his comm^rnds are in themfelves perfeclly jufl:

and right. It is hard indeed, to be obliged to do what we
cannot approve, and fo long as the fmner has any objec-

tion againll the law, obedience muft be a burden. But
every renewed mind obtains a difcovery of the infinite

amiablenefs of the divine nature, and the excellence and
perfei5lion of the divine law. The law is holy, fays the

Apollle, Romans 7. "Wherefore the law is holy, and
*' the commandment holy, and juft and good.'' The law

of God is a tranfcript of his own infinite excellence, and
therefore mull be perfe^ and faultlefs. We may rake up
this matter in a very fimple, and at the fame time clear

and confpicuous point of view. The fum of the moral

law is, " Thou flialt love," &:c. The whole is contained

under thefe heads, efpecially the firil of them, from which

the other is a corollary. Is there any thing more mani-

fefily reafonable, than that we ihould love fupremely, what

is fupremely excellent ? or where is the rival, that cart

plead a better title to our affedlion ? if he hath command-
ed us to love what was not amiable, or to do what was
not reafonable, there would have been ground for com-
plaint. If we take the fenfe of the fecond table, by itfelf,

we fhall fee the fame thing vtry plainly, " Thou flialt

•' love thy neighbor as thyfelf;" or which is the fame thing,=

*^ whatfoever ye would, that men do unto you, do ye the
*' fame unto them." Is this unreafonable ? Is any manV
reafon fo perverted, or his confcience fo depraved, as to

complain of this, as an unjafi, or opprefiive law. There
are fome who talk upon this fubject, in fuch a manner, as

we may truly fay of them, with the apolile, ''They fpeak

" of the law, and know neither what they fay, nor where-
" of they affirm;'^ and they will fciy, our Saviour has

made merciful abatements of the lav/. Pray has he made
any abatement of the love of God, and of our neighbor ?
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Woiilct you be fatisBed to hear any man trace out a fyflem

of moral duty, and make any alteration in thefe ? Yet
they are the whole in fubfhnce ; wherever thele are, eve-

ty thing will follow of courfe. If you love God fupremelj^

and your neighbor as yourfelves, you will neglect no duty
to the one or to the other.

When I am upon this branch of the fubjecl, the rea-

fonablenefs of God's comm.ands, it will be proper to obvi-

ate an apparent, and at the fame time, an imjDortant ob-

jection. You will perhaps fay, to keep the commands
ot God, is above our power. Have not you yourfelf,

often taught us, that no mere man in this life, is able per-

fe6lly to keep the commandments of God ? Can that be
reafonable then that is impoffible ? Now confider I pray
you what fort of impofTibility this is. It is not natural,

but moral. It is not want of power, but want of inclina-

tion. Nothing is required of us, that is unfuitable to our
fituation, or above our natural powers ; fo far from it, that

even what was cur duty before, if by any accident it be-

comes im.poffible in this {tWi^^ it ceafes to be a duty, God
no where commands you to be taller or ftronger, than he
has mads you : and though he commands you to labor,

working with your hands, if he confines you by ficknefs,

this duty no longer binds. He has given you faculties,

and natural powers for every thing that he requires. Avq
not all your powers, bcth of mind and body, as fit for

your Maker^s fervice, as any other purpofe ? Is not the

tongue as lit to fpeak truth, as falfhood : and every mem-
ber of the body as fit to do what is lav/ful or ufeful, as

what is finfui or hurtful : The commands of God^ then,

are neither impofiible or difficult to thofe, who are willing

to obey them. No man can fay with trudi, that he defired

with all his heart, to do his Maker's will, and could not.

But perhaps fome Vv'ill fay, this indifpcfition itfelf, is my
nature, I cannot help it. It any think this excufe may be
offered to God, let him firft make trial of offering it to his

fellow creature ; or fuppofe another to ofifer it to himfelf.

Suppofe you fhould complain of another, for flealing your
iubflance, or blafling your name, or otherwife injuring

Vou ; and that he (liould ailfwer, that he could not help it,

V^OL. II. F p
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What, you would fay, you could not help it ; what necef-

fity obliged you ? Why fays he, it was my nature, becaufe

I hate you, and it grieves me to fee you profper. Would
that be accepted as an excufe ? I think not ; for it is the

very eifence of the injury. On the whole, it plainly ap-

pears, that the commands of God are all reafonable and
jull, neither can they fuffer any abatement, without in-

fringing upon the holinefs of his own nature, and the wif-

dom and equity of his government;, itfelf.

3. The Redeemer's yoke is eafjij and his burden light,

becaufe all his commands have an immediate and direct

tendency to promote our own comfort and happinefs.

They are not lefs reafonable as they exprefs the right of

the Creator, than they are gracious, as they are calculated

to promote the interelt of the creature. I do not mean
here, only or chiefly, the great reward which he hath in

mercy provided and promifed to thofe, that keep them,

but that in their own nature, they are fitted to promote

our happinefs.

I have before fufficiently taken notice, that we are not

to underfland, by keeping the commands of God, a con-

ftrained outward obedience, without the inclination of the

heart. Conilrained obedience, I confefs, is neither ac-

ceptable to God, nor delightful to man. But when the

fervice of God, is chofen from the heart, it is both delight-

ful and profitable in all refpeds. If we examine the mat-

ter with care, we fliall find, that true religion confifts in

the exercife of the moft noble and grateful affections of

mind, or rather the one leading difpofition, which when
rightly dire6\ed as to its objeQ, makes the fum of religion,

and is alfo the fource of felicity. It is love, fupremelove

to God, and through him, and for him, to all his crea-

tures, th?t is the fum of religion, and mull not every bo-

dy be fenfible, that this is a temper and frame of mind,

much more defirable, than its oppofite. Carry the one

and the other, through all their branches and exprellions,

and fee if they will bear the comparifon. From love fpring

thankfulnefs, contentment, fubmiiTion, benevolence, be-

neficence, meeknefs. compaflion, forgivenefs ; and from

liatrgd fpring ambition, rage, impatience, malevolence,
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envy, revenge and cruelty. If there were no law of God
at all, which of thofe tribes of affedtions is moft defirable of

itfelf, or mofl: conducive to our inward comfort and peace ?

If we try this matter by experience, let us dSk the

children of God, whether they have found his fervice

burdenfome; whether they would exchange a meek,
thankful, and contented frame of fpirit, for the ftorms of

rage, envy, or ambition. Do they look with a jealous or

envious eye, on the liberty of wicked men ? on the con-

trary, they would not exchange with any of them, a prifon

for a palace, or a fcalTokl for a throne. Perhaps, though

there is great blindnefs in the underflanding itfelf, of wick-

ed men, we may learn the truth even from their experi-

ence and confeffions. Vv^e many times hear them ac-

knowledge their bnidage ; and when they do not expli-

citly acknowledge it, yet it is eafy to perceive it. You
never hear a bad man taking comfort to himfelf, from the

evil he has done, but fometimes comparatively from the

greater evil that they have not done. Without going par-

ticularly through every minute circumftance, let us jufl

fay in general, that whether we confider the inward tem-

per, or the outward pradlice, our relations, bufmefs, and
enjoyments in life, or hope for futurity, we cannot in

any inftance depart from the commandments of God,
without at the fame time adling contrary to our own ma-
nifeft intereft : fo that Wifdom fays with great truth and
juftice, Prov. viii. 36. " He that fmneth againfi: me,
*^ wrongeth his own foul : all they that hate me, love
" death.^^

4. The Redeemer's yoke is eafy, and his burden light,

becaufe he has given the moft free and gracious invita-

tion to fmners to return to God. By his fufferings he
purchafed their pardon, and is inverted with full authority

to negociate peace. " Thus it is written, and thus it be-

** hoved him to fufFer, that repentance and remiffion of

" fms," &c. What we are particularly to remember up-

on this fubject is, that the invitation is without referve or

exception, to all of every charader, however deep and ag-

gravated their offences. If. i. 18. " Come now, and let

^- us reafon together, faith the Lord : though your fins b^
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" as fcarlet, they fliall be as white as fnow; though the}'

*'bered like crimfon, they fliall be as wool." i Tim. i.

15. " This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accep-
"" tation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave lin-

'' ners; of whom I am chief." The offer is alfo free as to

the terms, without any coftly or meriting condition. Tfa.

Iv. I. "Ho every one thatthirlleth, come ye to the waters,

" and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat

;

*' yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money and
" without price." Rev. xxii. 17. '' And the fpirit and
*' the bride fay, come; and let him that heareth fay, come

;

" and let him that is athidt come ; and whofoevcr will,

" let him take the water of life freely." Can there be any

thing more encouraging than thefe gracious invitations ?

Here it is that we ought to take in the Vv ife and happy con-

Hitution of the Redeemer's pcrfon, as the fon of man, as

well as the fon of God, and the meeknefs and genllenefs

pf hisdifpoQtion, this was prcphefied of him of old, Ifaiah

xlii. I, 2, 3. " Behold my fervant whom I uphold ; mine
*' ele6t, in whom my foul delighteth: I have put my fpirit

" upon him, he (hall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

" He ihall not cry, nor lift up, nor caufe his voice to be

" heard in the llreet, A bruifed reed fliall he not break ;

*' and the fmoaking flax fhall he not quench : he fliall

*' bring forth judgment unto truth." This was beautiful-

ly and admirably fulfilled by his appearance in the flefli^

by the meannefs of his birth, though not of his parentage,

by the poverty and felf-denial of his life, by the meeknefs

and lowlinefs of his carriage, not only through life, but

in the laft and fuffering ftage of it ; for he endured the

Contradi6uon of hnners againft himfelf ; when he was re-

viled, he reviled not again. So that he might with the

greateil juilice fiiy as in the context, take my yoke.

5. The Redeemer's yoke iseafy, and his burden light,

becaufe he hath made abundant provifion of divine

flrength, to enable us to keep his commandments. How
gracious thefe laws, when the lav^-giver communicate^

llrength for performance ? This takes av/ay all objedlion,

and removes every difficulty. What is impoiTible with

jnai"), is poflible with God. There is no lieavt fo hard, but
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omnipotence is able to foften it ; no temper fo depraved,

but the Creator is able to renew it. The converfion of

a linner is always confidered in fcripture as the work of

God. "God who at firft commanded the light to fhine out
" of darknefs," &c. The promife of the new covenant

is thus defcribed by Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. *' Then will I

" fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fliall be clean :

'' from all your filthinefs, and from all your idols, will I

" cleanfe you." And in the New Teftament, faith which
unites us to Chriil, and every other good difpofition, is

repreiented as the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. *' For by grace
*' are ye faved, through faith ; and that not of yourfelves:
'' it is the gift of God."

And as the converfion of fmners to the daily growth of

the fpiritual life, in believers, is to be imputed entirely to

the fame caufe, for this end it was, that it pleafed the Fa-

ther that all fullnefs fliould dwell in Chrift; and we have
this teflimony from the apoftle John i. 16. " And of his

" fulnefs have all we received, and grace for grace." —
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The glory of the REDEEMER in the PERPETUITY

OF HIS WORK.

SERMON 35.

Psalm Ixxii. 17*

His name shall endureforever : his 7iame shall be continued as
long as the sun : and men shall be blessed in him ; all naii''

c?is shall call him blessed.

ACTION SERMON*

My Brethren,

THE whole fyftem of Providence and grace was fixed

in the eternal purpoie of God, before the foundation

of the world. Hence he is reprefented, If. xlvi. 10. as,
*' declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
*' times the things that are not yet done, faying. My coun-
*' fel Ihall ftand, and I will do all my pleafure." The
writin.^s of the Old Teflament give us the hiftory of the

feveral openings of this plan, during that difpenfation, in
which we may cbferve almofl: continual references to the

appearance of an illuftrious perfon, at a certain important
period, called the fulnefs of time.

The appearance of the Saviour in our nature, including
his obedience, his fufferings and death, his triumphant
refurred^ion and afcenfion, was an event fo ailonilhing
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in itfelf, and To great in its eiFe6ls, as being the means ap-

pointed of God for the redemption of a \oi\ world, that we
need not be furprifcd at the great care taken in the Old
Teftament church, to keep it alv/ays in view. It was
oiatural for holy and good men, who had fo many intima-

tions given them of it, to thiiik on it v/ith plealure ; and
when they were led to fpeak of future times, to bring in

this remarkable period, and mention it with rapture.

—

And when God infpired his fervants to prophefy of the

profperity and happinefs of his church and kingdoni, he

could net fail to raife their defcriptions, and lead them
to give fuch views of things as were fuitable to that great

event, which was to he fuch a fjgnal illullration of his glo-

rious goodnefs, and fo great a bleffing to mankind.
Hence it is, that we find feveral prophecies begun, in

appearance, to celebrate fome public bleffing, at or near

the times in v/hich they were delivered, gradually ^o

heightened by feveral exprellions, as v;e may perceive

that in their full extent they could only relate to the times

of the Mefiiah. Such, for inftance, is that in my text

:

for if we lay together the accounts we have of Solomon,
in fcripture, and the felicity of his reign; if we remem-
ber the fcandalous fieps he made in the latter part of his

life, the dreadful rent that happened in the reign of his

hn and immediate fucceflor ; and that after the courfe of

a icw ages, Judah was carried into captivity—vv^e muft be

ienlible, that the expreflions in my text, are by far too

much exalted, if nothing elfe was intended by them. But
if we confider them as relatins^ to Meffiah the Prince, then

V/e fee every thing literally fulfilled to the utmoft import

and extent of the prophetic lang;uage, *' His name fliall

'' endure forever : his name fliall be continued as long as
*' the fun ; and men ih.all be blefied in him ; all nations
*^ fliall call him bleffed.^*

It is below the majeRy of the fcriptures, to make ufe of

flrong and lofry expreffions to denote a very common and
ordinary event, to which they cannot be applied without

making great abatements. This is a fault m>en often fall

into ; but it v/ould be very uDJuil to impute it to perfons

fpeaking under the immediate influence of the Spirit of
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God. We may therefore lay it down as one good rule

for underftandlng the prophetic writings, that whenever
they rife far above the fubjedl they were treating of, into

expreRions literally applicable to the jXIefTiah, and which,

in their fall extent, can belong to none but him, he is to

be confidered as chiefiy in the view of the Spirit of God.
Now, this being the cafe with my text, as 1 hope appears

fufficiently from what h^ been already faid, i Ihall confi-

der it as a noble and animated propliecy of the glory of his

reign; which w^ill be the more proper introdu6l;on to this

day's work, as what we are now^ to be emplo} ed about is

an eminent part of its accomplifliment.

In difcdurfing further on it at prefent, I fhall circum-
fcribe the fubjei':^, and only.

I. Endeavor to open the import of this magnificent de-

claration, as underilood of Chriil, *^His name fliall endure
" for ever," &c.

II. Make fom.e pradlical improvement of the fubjed,

for your inflru6lion and afTiilance in the prefent duty.

Firfl, then, let us endeavor to open the import of this

magnificent declaration as underflood of Chrill— ^' His
*' name Ihall endure for ever," &c. And in the firfl place

it carries in it an affurance of the greatnefs of his power as a

Saviour, and the perfcCl fecurity of all diofe who put their

truft in him. The word name often fignifies the excel-

lence or perfeclion of the perfon named or referred to.

—

This is efjjecially the cafe in fcripture, wdth refpe6l to

God, where his name is juft his glory and all fufficiency

revealed. The name of the Lord is in many paffages of

equivalent meaning with the power of God : thus, Prov.

xviii. 10. " The name of the Lord is a ilrong tower ; the
" righteous runneth into it, and is fafe." Pfalm xx. i.

*' The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble ; the name of
*' the God of Jacob defend4hee." This may with the

greater propriety be applied to Ghriil, that you may know
the name of Jefus, was by the exprefs appointment of the

angel of the Lord, given to him at his birth, to denote the

great deliverance he was to work for iinners, in faving

them from their fins. This is the great errand on which
Vol. II. Q^q ,.
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the Son of God came into the world, i Tim. i. 15, ''Thfs
'' is a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that

*' Chriil Jefiis came into the world to fave finners ; of
*' whom I am chief." The fuccefs he fliould have in this

work is often celebrated, as Ifaiah liii. 10, 11. '' Yet it

" pleafed the Lord to bruife him ; he hath put him to

*' grief: when thou flialt make his foul an offering for {in,

'' he fliall fee his feed, he fliall prolong his days, and the

" pleafure of the Lord fliall profper in his hand. He fhall

*' fee of the travail of his foul, and fhall be fatisfied : by

liis knowledge (hall my righteous fervant juftify many ;

" for he fhall bear their iniquities." His power as a Sa-

viour, to break the chains of Satan, and to deliver the

captive foul, is frequently declared in the ftrongeft terms,

as Ifaiah xlii. 6, 7, 8. " I the Lord have called thee in
'^ righteoufnefs, and I will hold thine hand, and will keep
*' thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a
*^ light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring
" out the prifoners from the prifon^ and theni that fit in

*' darknefs out of the prifon-houfe. I am the Lord ; that

*^ is my name : and my glory will I not give to another,

" neither my praife to graven imagoes.'' ifaiah Ixiii. 1-.

*' Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gar-

*' ments fron:i Bozrah ? this that is glorious in his apparel,

*•• travelling in the greatnefs of his llrength ? I that fpeak
*' in righteoufnefs, mighty to fave," This power of Chriil

tofave, feems to be plainly called his name, i John iii.

23, ** And this is his commandment, that we fliould be-

"• lieve on the name of his Son Jefus Chriil, and love one
" another, as he gave us commandnient." Thus it is

reafonable to think, that the power of Chriil as a Saviour

is celebrated in our text, as what would ever remain a

fure and plentiful fource of lalvation to mankind, and be

ever depended upon and acknowledged as ihch, by ail the

redeemed.

This glory of Chrift's %iame as a Saviour, has a particti-

lar re{-\pt€t to the wretched and deplorable Hate oi thoie,

who are tlie objects of his mercy, and that there are none

beyond the reach of his power. That there is none {&

loaded with guilt or lb Rained with pollution, but he is able
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to purchafe their pardon, and to efFect their deliverance*

Perfons 3'ou know afflided with inveterate and dangerous

difeafes, are apt to hearken with eagernefs to the name of

an eminent phyiician, from whofe fkill they may enter-

tain fome hopes of recovery, and the greater and more il-

luftrious his name is, they are apt to place the greater con-

fidence in him. So when we hear that Chrift's name fhall

endure for ever, it fliould encourage all finners of whate-

ver rank to fly to him, and to put their trult in him. God
reafons thus in illuilrating his own mercy, Ifa. i. 18, 19,
*' Come now, and let us reafon together, faith the Lord ;

*' though your fms be as fcarlet, they fhall be as white as
*' fnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they fliall be as
*' wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye fiiall eat the
*' good of the land :" and to the fame purpofe, Ifa. Iv. 7,
" Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous
** man his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord,
*' and he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God,
*' for he will abundantly pardon.'* But he hath given us

flill greater encouragement, by committing the work of

our falvation to fo glorious a perfon, in whofe band it

cannot fail, Pfalm Ixxxix. 18, 19. " For the Lord is our
*' defence ; and the holy One of Ifrael is our King. Thea
*' thou fpakeil in vifion to thy holy One, and faidil, I have
*' laid help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one
*' chofen out ot the people." Ifaiah ix. 6. " For unto us
*' a child is born, unto us a fon is given, and the govern-
" ment fiiall be upon his ihoulder ; and his name fhall

" be called Wonderful, Counfellor, The Mighty God,
" The everlafting Father, The Prince of peace." Not to

infill on the many paifages of the New-Teftament, which
point our attention to the power and dignity of Chrifl,

I fliail only mention, Heb. vii. 25. '* Wherefore he is

" able alfo to fave them to the uttermoft that come unto
^^ God by him, feeing he ever iiveth to make intercefTioa

" for them."

I fhall only further fay, that the glory of Chrid's name,
as an almighty Saviour, may be confidered in its fuperior

iudre to every thing that might be fuppofed to come in

competition with him, or pretend to be put in this place.
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This is certain]}^ the meaning of a great name, when ap-

plied to men. He is faid to obtain the greateft name, who
outllrips or eclipfes others by the glory of his deeds; the

fame mull be the meaning of this paffage, as applied to

pur Redeemer; " his name fliall enckire for ever.'' The
names of others fliall foon be lof!:. Their inferior bright-

nefs will foon decay : but his fliall continue forever with

unfading and increafmg luflre.

This, my brethren, is a circumfiance that ought never

to be omitted. We cannot lionor Chrift as an almighty

Saviour, unlefs we believe and remember, that he is the

only Saviour.' There are fonie pafl'ages in the prophetic

writings, in which God afierts his own incommunicable

glory, in oppofition to the vanities of the Gentiles, and

that in language inimitably llrong, Ifa. xl. 17, 18. ''All

" nations before him are as nothing, and they are counted
" to him lefs than nothing, and vanity. To whom then

^' will ye liken God ? or v/hat likenefs will ye compare
" unto him ?" Ifaiah xliii. 10, 11, 12, 13. " Ye are my
" witnelTes, faith the Lord, and my fervant whom I have

" chofen: that ye may know and believe me, and under-

" ffand that I am he : before me there was no God form-

*' ed, neither fiiall there be after me. I, even I am the

*' Lord, and befide me there is no Saviour. I have de-

" clared and have faved, and I have iliewed, when there

'' was no flrange god among you : therefore ye are my
" witnelTes, faith the Lord, that I am God. Yea, before

^' the day was, I am he ; and there is none that can deli-

'* ver out of my hand : I will work, and who fliall let it?"

Hof. xiiiv 4. " Yet I am the Lord thy God from the land

" of Egypt, and thou fhalt know no God but me : for

*' there is no laviour befide me." The fame peculiar and

exclufive honor belongs to Chrifl, as the hope of fmners,

Acls iv. 12. *' Neither is there falvation in any other: for

" there is none other name under heaven given among
" men whereby v/e m.uft be faved."

I might illullrate this fenfecfthe paffage before us, by

ihewing you that all the rites and ceremonies of the an-

cient dif^^enfation, derived their t^ic?icy from their rela-

tion to Ghrift. But I fhall only tell you, that all the de^
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pendance which you place upon any thing elfe for your

acceptance with God, is an injury to the honor of your

Redeemer ; that all felf-ri^hteoufnefs and felf-dependance,

to which there is in man by nature fo ftrong a tendency,

obfcares the ludre of that name which iliall endure for-

ever. That as he is able to fave fmners, to the uttermofl,

fo they fliall never obtain falvation, but by him. As it is

he who laid the foundation of this great work, who carries

it on through all the Heps of its progrefs, and at lafl brings

it to perfedlion, fo he will have, and why Pnould he not

have, the undivided glory.

2. This leads me to obferve, that the magnificent de-

claration in the text, concerning Chriil, implies the ini-

rnortal honor and renown which he would acquire by the

work of man^s redemption. Every one knows, that in

fcripture Hyle, to get a name is to acquire renown and

glory, by fome illuflrious achievement ; as 2 Sam. viii.

13. " And David gat him a name when he returned from
;" fmlting of the Syrians in the valley of Salt, being
*' eighteen thou fand men."

And furely, my brethren, the undertaking of ChriO:

was the moft glorious in itfelf, the moll arduous in its ac-

complifiimenty the rnofl bleffed in its efFeds, and the moil

generous and difmtereiled in him, that can poflibly be con-

ceived. Think on this part of the fubjedt, i befeech you,

with attention ; and weigh the intimations we have of it

in fcripture. And for this purpofe obferve, that he ac-

quired glory with God, with angels, and with men.

As the fajvation of fmners was a work in which the

glory of God the Father was eminently illuflrated, fo he

is reprefented as looking with the higheil complacency on
Chriil, in the undertaking and accomplifhment of it.

Thus Matth. iii. 17. *' And io, a voice from heaven, fay-

*' ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaf-

" ed.'' And again, at his transfiguration, Matth. xvii. 5.
*' And while he yet fi^ake, behold, a bright cloud overfha-
'' dowed them : and behold a voice out of the cloud, which
*' fdid, This is my beloved Sc;^, in whom I am well

.f pleafed, hear ye him." If. xlii. i. "Behold my fer-

^' vant whom I uphold, mine ele6l in v/hom my foul de-

" lighteth : I have put my fpirit upon him, he fhall bring
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" forth judgment to the Gentiles." We fee alfo, that

God is reprefented as having put the highefl honor on the

E,edeemer, in reward of his fuflferings. Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11.
"• Wherefore God hath aifo highly exalted him, and given
*' him a name, which is above every name; that at the name
" of Jefiis every knee Ihould bow, of things in heaven,
** and things in earth, and things under the earth : and
'* that every tongue fiiould confefs that Jefus Chrift is

*' Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Heb. ii. 9.
" But we fee Jefus, who was made a little lov/er than the

" angels, for the fufFering of death, crowned with glory
**- and honor ; that he by the grace of God fliould talle

*^ death for every man." See alfo Heb. xii. 2. " Look-
" ing unto Jefus, the author and finiilier of our faith ;

*' who, for the joy that was fet before him, endured the
** crofs, defpifmg the fhame, and is let down at the right

^' hand of the throne of God."
I am fenfible, my brethren, that this delight and ap-

probation, which the father is reprefented as expreflinfr

in the undertaking of the Son, is a fubjecfl: of the moH: ele-

vated nature, on which we ought to think and fpeak with

the utmolt veneration, and with the greatefi: referve. But
fince he hath revealed, it is our duty to improve it. Does
it not carry your thoughts naturally to that exprelTion we
find ufed in fcripture, at the fini filing of the material

creation, mentioned at the end of every day's work, and

repeated on a review of the whole, Gen. i. 31. " And
" God faw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it

" was very good."

We mud needs conceive, the omnipotent Jehovah, Fa-

ther, Son, and Holy Ghod, as poilefled, not only of abfo-

lute and unchangeable perieclion, but of infinite and in^

conceivable felicity. And may we not, mull we not con-

ceive, that this felicity confifts both in the contemplation

and exercife of all his glorious attributes, and in nothing

more than in the redemption of fumers, in which his pow-

er, wifdorn, holinefs, juflice and mercy, are feverally and

jointly fo confpicuoufi/ difplayed. Nay, may we not

venture, with reverence, further to fay, that the three per-

fons in the Trinity, by their dillinct properties, and pecu-
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liar agency, receive and impart everlafiing deli c^ht to one

another, in their inefFahle comoiui'iion J The eternal

word is reprefented as fayincr. Prov. viii. 30. '' Then was
" I by hi.ii, as one brought up with him ; and I was dai-

** ly his delight, rejoicing always before him."

(2.) The Redeemer acquired immortal renown among
the angels, and the whole celeflial hofl. This we may fpeak

of with abundance of certainty, and with yet clearer com-
prehenfion. Doubtlefs their happinefs confiAs in the vi-

fion and contemplation of an infinite God. And there-

fore the manifcllation and exercife of the divine perfec-

tions, both in Providence and ^race, adm/mifter to them
matter of continual and increafing delight. There is

a beautiful reprefentation of their employment, If. vi. i,

3, 3. " In the year that king Uzziah died, I faw alfo thei

'' Lord fitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his

" train filled the temple. Above it ftood the feraphims:
" each one had fix wings : with twain he covered his face,

*' with tv/ain he covered his feet, and with twain did he
*' fly. And one cried unto another, and faid. Holy, holy,

*' holy, is the Lord of hotls; the v;hcle earth is full of his

*' glory."

Now there is no rea'on to doubt that the work of re^

demption, in all its parts, in which they tliemfelves have

an inferior employment, as miniftring fpirits, under the

dominion of the uncreated angel of the covenant, mud be

a fource of the purefl felicity, and a fubjedl of the mod
elevated praife. In a particular manner, the alTumption

of our nature into a perlbnal union with the divine. Yoii

fee how they ^mg praifes at the birth of the Saviour, Luke
ii. 13, 14. "And fuddenly there was with the angel a

" multitude of the heavenly holl, praifmg God, and fay-

*' ing, G}ory to God in the higheil, and on earth peace,
*' good will toward men."

The humiliation, fufferingS- and death ot God's eternal

Son, his viilory upon the crofs, his refurredion from the

dead, and triumph over principalities and powers, that is

to lay, the re\'olted angels, muft have often laid thefe fer-

vants of the living God, proftrate in adoration. This is

not a matter of conje^lure, but clearly revealed j the
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whole plan of redemption being called a myflery, which
the angels defire to penetrate, i Peter i. lo, ii, 12. "Of
" which iaivation the prophets have inquired, and fearched
" diligently, who prophefied of the grace that fliould come
" unto you: fearching what, or what manner of time the

*" Spirit of Chriil which was in them did fignify, when it

" teftified beforehand the fufFerings of Chrift, and the glo-

*' ry that fliould follow: unto v/hom it was revealed, that
*' not unto themfelves, but unto us, they did miniilerthe
*^ things which are now reported unto you by them that

*' have preached the gofpel unto you, v/ith the holy Gholl
*' fent down from heaven; which things the angels defire

" to look into.'*

Realize thefe gfeat truths to yourfelves, ilny brethren;

What think you were the views of the innumerable hofls

of cherubim and feraphim, when fomeof them condufled

the afcending Saviour, and others received him, when he

entered within the veil! What think you were their views:

when they beheld the Mediator, God Man, exalted at the

right hand of God, and had a new object of adoration,

bearing the fears of his fufferings, and known by the print

of the nails, and by his bleeding temples? Hebrews i. 6.

" And again, when he bringeth in the firfubeo:otten into"

*' the world, he faith, And let all the angels of God v/or-

" fliip hiiD." Or, when they faw the dominion and

power with which he was invelled as King of kings, and

Lord of lords, i Peter iii. 22. "Who is gone into heaven^
" and is on the right hand of God, angels, and authorities^

" and powers being made fubjedl unto him."

This renown of the Saviour mufl: have been much great-

er among them, ifitistrue what many intelligent divines

have fuppofed, that by the fame glorious undertaking by

which he redeemed ele6t finners, he eflabliflied and con-

firmed the obedient angels in a (late of holinefs and happi-

nefs. I fhall only further fay, that we are exprefsly told,

the adminillration of divine grace, or the government and

prefervation of the church of Ghrift, is a continued illuilra^

tion to the fpirits above of his Father's wifdom, Eph. iii^

10. " To the intent that now, unto the priricipalities and
*' powers in heavenly places, might be known by the
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^' church the manifold vvirdom of God." Agreeably to

this we find that, in the book of Revelation, which opens

the great fcenes of Providence in the Church mihtant,

there are feveral vifions in which the angels are reprefent-

ed a;5 uniting their praifes with redeemed Tinners, and
directing their worfhip to the fame great object. This

leads me to obferve,

(3.) That the Saviour acquired immortal renovvm among
fmners of mankind. If the angels who v/ere either fpec-

tators only, or at moft but partial fliarers in redeeming

grace, do yet hold him in the higheft honor, what is, and
mull be the fenfe of gratitude which dwells in the heart of

a pardoned fmner ? Oh, my brethren, how many cir-

cumflances concur to bind the heart of the believer in

eternal bonds of gratitude to Chrift 1 Who can conceive

or exprefs the debt of the fmner to the Saviour! He is

redeemed from everhifting deilruftlon, he is faved from
wrath through him. Whoever is humbled, through feat'

of the vengeance of a holy and jealous God, V\/hat fervent

love will he bear to him, Vv^ho hath wrought his deliver-

ance, who hath purchafed his pardon? \{ he is filled with

a deep fenfe of his own unworthinefs, of his aggravated

and inexcufable provocatioriS, with what rapture muft he

look upon that Saviour, who forgave him gracioufiy, and
loved him {\'^t\y ? V/ho is not moved with that inimitable

piiSture of penitent love, when Mary Magdalene came in

as it is related, Luke vii, 37, 38. "And, behold, a v/o-

" man in the city, v;hich was a fmner, when flie knew
*^ that Jefus fat at meat in the Phari fee's houfe, brought
** an alaballer-box of ointment, and flood at his feet be-'

'* hind him weeping, and began to wafn his feet with tears,

'' and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kiff-

*' ed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.''

—

And hov/ jull and proper that reflection of our Saviour ia

the 47 th verfe, " Wherefore, I fay unto thee, Her fins,

*' which are m,any, are forgiven ; for fhe loved much :

" but to whom little is forgiven, the fame loveth little."

The believer's eileem and gratitude mufi: be greatly in-

creafed by confidering the unfpeakable cofl cX v/hich his

deliverance was bought, the ama^zing, and afFcdling fuffer-

VoL. U. R r
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ings which the Redeemer endured in his room. When
he follows the patient and immaculate Saviour, by the

eye of faith, from his inward anguifli in the garden, to his

fhameful fufferings on the accurfed tree—with what re-

lenting of heart, will he view that blefled head crowned

with thorns, that facred body nailed to the crofs ?—And
when he carries forward his views to the glory and happi-

nefs prepared for him, in the Redeemer's prefence above,

what is the fum of his obligations? What bounds can be

fet to this conqueror's renown? In what better way can

we exprefs this, than by repeating and adopting thefe ani-

mating ibngs of praife, which are now making a great

part of the worfliip ot Heaven, Rev. v. ii, 12, 13, 14.

*' And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels

•* round about the throne, and the beafls, and the elders

:

*' and the number of them was ten tboufand times ten

^' thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands ; faying with a

*' loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to re-

'* ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ffrength, and
*' honor, and glory, and blefling. And every creature

" which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the

*' earth, and fuch as are in the fea, and all that are in them,

'' heard I faying, Blefling, and honor, and glory, and
*' power, be unto him thatfitteth upon the throne, and un-

" to the Lamb, for ever and ever. And the four beads
*' faid, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down
" and worlliipped him that liveth for ever and ever."

—

And Rev. vii. 9, 10, 11.

3. In the lad place, the magnificent declaration con-

cerning Chrift in the text, implies the liability and per-

petuity of his kingdom. The glorious promifes made to

the houfe and family of David, have their chief and full

accomplifhment in Chrift the fon of David. The earthly

kingdom ereded in that family, has long ago been dellroy-

cd, but the Redeemer's fpiritual kingdom is an everlafting

kingdom, and his dominion Ihall have no end. This was

the promife of the Father to the Mefliah, Pfalm Ixxxix.

36, 37. " His feed ihall endure for ever, and his throne

" as the fun before me. It fnall be eftabliflied for ever as

** the moon, and as a faithful witnefs in heaven. Selah."
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It is one great end of the facrament of the Lord's fup-

per, to perpetuate the Redeemer's name, " as often as ye
^ eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew forth the
" Lord's death till he come," and it is a noble and reviv-

ing objedl of faith, that we know that his kingdom iViall

fland fall forever. Hell itfelf may rage, and the princes

of this world may combine to fhake his glorious throne,

but he that fits in heaven fhall laugh, the king of Zlon
fhall hold then' impotent attempts in derifion. He fhall

maintain his intered in fpite of all the efforts of his nume-
rous and inveterate enemies. He hath often done fo al-

ready, and fliall continue to do fo, till the end of time.

Rev. xvii. 14.

I proceed now to make (omQ pratlical application of

what hath been faid. And,
Fird, Let us adore the wifdom and the power of Chrifl,

My brethren, When we confider the fimplicity of the

gofpel, and the fcandal of the crofs ; when we confider

the whole fyllem of the do(!lrlne according to godlinefs,

and falvation by grace, how dire(5lly contrary it is to the

pride of our nature, how many attempts have been, and
continue to be made in Qvtry age, to fupprefs it by vio-

lence, to blacken it by (lander, and to adulterate it by
rnixture ; it is a (landing miracle that it has been able to

hold its ground. Whoever will refle6l either upon the

p>refent ftate, or the pad hiftory of the church of Chrifl,

mud be obliged to fay, that our faith does not dand in the

wifdom of men, but in the power of God. I mud not
omit to fay that, we are perhaps as much indebted in this

nation, to the gGOcJnefs of Providence in this refpect, as

any corner of the earth; and I cannot but be pleafed with

the choice which our Fathers made, of an enibiem and
motto for the church of Scotland, a bulb burning, but not

confumed. Let ug rejoice in the faith, that the prince of

the kings of the earth, who hath hitherto maintained his

truths and intered againll all the powers and cunning of

earthly policy, will continue to preferve them, and that
*' his name fnall endure forever : his name fiiall be con-
*' tinued as long as the fun : and men fliall be bjeffed ia
** him ; all nations fliall call him blefled,''
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2. You may learn from what hath been faid, the guilt

and danger of the enemies of Chrill ; of all thofe who fet

light by the glory of his perfon, and are unwilling to be
indebted to the riches of his grace. I would willingly

afpire to the charafter which the apoflle Paul afTumes to

himfelf, 2 Cor. ii. 17. "For we are not as many, which
" corrupt the w^o:d God: but as of fmcerity, but as of
" God, in the fight of God fpeak we in Chrill." Chrift is

the only foundation of a linner's hope, i Cor. iii. 11.

" For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,

" which is Jefus Clirill/' There may be a form of godli-

nefs ; nay, there may be an oftentatious parade of human
virtue, but there can be nothing of the fpirit and power of

true religion, without a clear difcovery and fmcere con-

feliion of our loll and depraved fiate by nature, without a

believing application to the mercy ol God, through the

blood of the atonement. Think not I befeech you, tq

fruilrate the word of God. The following tedimony,

comes from the Amen, the true and faithful wit nefs, John
xiv. 6. " 1 am the way, and the truth, and the life : nq
" man cometh unto the Father but by me." If fo great

honor is put upon the Redeemer by God the Father, and

by his holy angels, how unfpeakably dangerous muft it be,

for fmners to. defpife him. You can never defpife this

ordinance of Go:\ ior lab alien, but Irom the greateft igno-

rance of yourfclves. My heart bleeds to think oi the

(klufion of the defpifers of the gofpel. What views caq

you have of the immaculate nature and holy law cf God,

if you truif in yourfelves that you are righteoiiS ? What
experience have you of the liability of thcle reloiutions that

have been taken, as in your (Irength.^ How weak and de-

fective is that virtue, which is founded only on human
prudence, or motives of prefent conveniency? One be-

lieving viev\;-ofa Saviour on the crofs, will have a more

powerful influence in mortifying corruptions, tlnui all

other arguments u'hatever. One fervent prayer, urged

in the name of Chriil, v.-ill be m.ore effectual for yoiw pre-

fervation, than a thoufand merely human refolutions.

—

Obey this falutary counfel, John xv. 4. ''Abide in me,
" and 1 in vou. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelt^
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." except it abide in the vine : no more can ye, except ye
^" abide in me."

3. From what has been faid, let me befeech you to try

youir title to fet down at the Lord's table. This ordinance

was exprefsly inftitutedfor putting honor on the Redeem-
er's name. He is the fum and fubflance of it ; his death

and lufFerings, are the immediate fubjedl of it. Have you
then, my brethren, a high and inward efieem of his per-

ibn ; a deep fenfe of gratitude for his mercy ; an entire

and unfliaken reliance on his grace and power ? Can you
call the Searcher of hearts to witnefs, that you unfeignedly

approve of this way of falvation, by which God is glorifi-

ed, and the fmner abafed ? Are you not afliamed to pro-

fels it ? And while others are ready to defpife it, are you
willing to glory in it ? Does it pleafe you to hear that the

Saviour's name ihali endure forever ? Is it with holy tri-

umph, you refledl, that the glory of his kingdom fnall be
unchangeable, and his power to eternity itfelf? If this is

your difpofition, I hope you will come with acceptance
to his table ; and I would flatter myfelf with the pleafmg
expectation, that many of this day's worfliippers, (liall be
cverlading monuments of their Redeemer's power; that

they ihail be happy fubjeds of his grace, and tafle of the

confolations of his gofpel on earth, and be heirs and par-

takers of his glory in heaven.

4. I would improve this fubje6l, by earneflly befeech-

ing every finner to embrace this falvation, and enlift him-
felf under the banner of this renowned Saviour. There
are no doubt, many within thefe walls, who are dill in the

gall of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. O that the

Redeemer v/ould glorify his own power in their convidlioa

and their falvation. " Gird on thy fword upon thy thigh,
" O mofl mighty." Are there not fome in this affembly,

who are fenfibie they are lying under a load of unforgivea

guilt ; that they are fliil ilaves to habitual fin ? Does not
the very facred aQion v;e are going about, fill you with
fear, that you are far from' the fiate and temper of God's
children ? Is not the old nature fo firong in you, that you
have good reafon to fufpe6l you have never yet put on the

pew ? Let mc^befeech and exhort you, to believe in the
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name of the Son of God. His merit is of infinite value

;

his power is of infinite efficacy. Many notorious finners

liave been from age to age, the happy vvitnelTes of both.

Nothing in your condition ought to be a difcouragement

to you from applying to this all-fufficient Saviour, he in-

vites you by me, or rather I invite you by his commiffion,

and in his own terms, Matth. xi. 28. " Come unto me,
*' all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give

" you reft.*' Ifaiah Iv. i. '' Ho, every one that thirfteth,

" come ye to the v/aters, and he that hath no money

:

** come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
*' without money and without price." John vi. 37. *'Him
" that cometh to me I will in no Vs/ife eaft out.*' How
fhall I urge your compliance ? is not this name fo power-

ful that you may fafely put your truft in it ? Are you not

defirous that your converfion to God fhould illuftrate it

and make it glorious ? I fhall leave the matter with you

after making this remark, that in vain do his enemies op-

pofe him ; in vain do finners defpife him. He is getting

him a name by the preaching of the gofpel. It is ftill

ferving its purpofe, for the calling and confirmation of

the veflels of mercy, for aggravating the guilt, and in-

creafing the condemnation of the obllinate and difobedi-

cnt, Luke XX. 17, 18. ''And he beheld them, and faid,

*' What is this then, that is written, The (fone which the

*' builders rejedled, the fame is become the head of the

^' corner? Whofoever fhall fall upon that ftone fliall be

" broken ; but on whomlbever it fhall fall, it will grind

*' him to powder.'*

5. In the lad place, you may learn from what hath been

faid, the v>^ifdom of God, in the inftitution of the Lord's

lupper, and what ought to be your employment at his

table. How wifely fitted is this ordinance to keep up the

remembrance of Chrift as a Saviour, as a fuffering dying

Saviour. Perhaps no one circumftance has contributed

more to preierve the pure uncorrupted doctrine of the gof-

pel, than the facrament of the Lord's fupper. It fets the

truth before our eyes, while the words of the inllitutioa

repeats it in our ears, i Cor. xi. 24. ''This is my body,

^ which is broketi for you ; this do in r€nKimbianee o«
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•* me." And verfe 25th, "This cup is the New Tefta-
" ment in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in
** remembrance of me." Profefling Chriftians, but of

worldly minds, may be afhamed of the crofs; felf-righteous

perfons may put foniething ^\{q in the room of the crofs ;

perverfe difputers may oppofe it, or keep it out of their

writings ; and erroneous teachers may keep it out of their

fermons; but there is no keeping it out of the facrament

of his fupper. Under this aufpicious banner, the name
of Chrift has been fpread to the moft diftant nations, and
handed down from the mod diftant ages, and ^o it Ihall

continue till he come again, " for as often as ye eat this

" bread," &c. How then ought ye to be employed, in

a thankful and joyful acceptance of falvation through his

blood, in the lively exercife of faith in his power, in de-

riving from his fulnefs every thing necefTary for your
fupport under temptation or trial ; and in fervent prayer,

that his name may be hallowed, his kingdom may come,
and his will may be done in earth, as it is in Heaven.

—

Amen and Amen.
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The petitions of the INSINCERE UNAVAILING,

SERMON 36.

Psalm Ixvi. i8.

If I regard iniquity in my hearty the Lord will not hear me*

My Brethren,

THERE is not, I think, a more (Iriking light in

which we can confider an aflembly of profeiling

chridians, than as united in their common relation to

God, and upon an equal footing, as to outward privileges,

but very different, as to their inward character. This

difference fhall only be completely manifefled in the final

decifion of their Hate at the laft day. The mixture of

faints and finners mult continue till that time, when there

fhall be an eternal feparation of the precious from the vile,

of the fneep from the goats. Mud then, all things con-

tinue in fufpence and uncertainty till the great day ? Is

there no way by which we can judge, at prefent, Vv'hat

will be the event at that intereiling period .''

Vv^hat is now the inward temper, or the fpiritual ftate,

and what fhall be the eternal condition of every perfon

here prefent is perfectly known to God, the fearcher of

all hearts. It cannot be known indeed, with any certain-

ty, bv his fiiHow Rrmers, but it may be known in a great
' Vol. 11. Ss
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meafure, by every one with regard to himfelf. It maj'

be known with Inch a degree of evidence as to deliver

him from diilreffing anxiety, and even to fill him with

the moll joyful hope and expectation. Is not this fuffi-

cient ? and ought it not to excite every one of us to a fe-

rious and impartial trial of that great queflion, in which
we have no lefs than an infinite concern. This ought to

be our care, in a particular manner, when we have in

view to make a near and fokmn approach to God, in his

fandtuary on earth, becaufe his acceptance of our worfhip

in the body, is an earneil and pledge of his final appro-

bation, as appears from the words of the text, " If I re-

*' gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me,"
and hkewife from another paflage, John ix. 31. *' Now,
*' we know that God heareth not fincers : but if any man
'' be a worfhipper of God, and doeth his will, him he
*-'• heareth,"

This Pfalm was compofed, in all probability by the

Pfalmiil David, though fome are of a contrary opinion,

and attribute it to one of the prophets, after the captivity.

The infpired author celebrates the goodnefs of God in

fome fignal and national deliverance, and towards the

clofe of the Piklm, takes particular notice of the diflin-

guifliing kindnefs of God to himfelf^ as in Pfalm Ixvi. 16.

*' Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare
*' what he hath done for my foul." He then confiders the

countenance and acceptance he had met with from God,
as an evidence of his own fincerity in the 18th and 19th

verfes^ ''If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will

" not hear me ; but verily God hath heard me ; he hath
*' attended to the voice of my prayer." I cannot at this

time take in the whole compafs of this fubjedl, orconfider

how the one ofthefe ailertions is related to the other; but

as the firfi: of them contains an interefting truth of itfelf,

and very proper for the trial of our flate—I fliall endea-

vor, through divine affiflance, to illuilrate it, in the fol-

lovv'ing method,

I. I fliall confider what is implied in regarding iniquity

in the heart.
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II. What Is to be underflood by God's not hearing fuch

perfons. And,
III. I fhall make feme practical improvement of the

fubjedt, for your inflrudion and direction.

In thefirft place, then, let us confider what is implied

in regarding iniquity in the heart. And I think it is

plain, that thefe words do not dire<^ly point at open, fcan-

dalous and profane fmners, who have burft every bond,
and look with difdain and defiance in the face of every

reprover. There are too many of this character, my bre*

thren, who fall under the defcription of the prophet Jere-

miah, ch. xliv. ver. 16 and firfl: claufe of the 17th, and
who practically fay, ''As for the word that thou haft fpoken
*' unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken
" unto thee. But we will certainly do whatfoever thing
" goeth forth out of our own mouth." To thefe [ Ihall

fpeak in the application of the fubjedt, as there is no doubt
that they regard iniquity in the heart, fmce they openly
and obftinately practice it in the life. But certainly the

words of the text do chiefly relate to thofe whofe charac-

ters are more doubtful, both to others and to themfelves.

Many there have been in every age, and there are many
amongft us, who maintain their characters before men ;

but when weighed in the balance of the fanCtuary, fhall

be found w^anring ; but, at the fame time, by the power
of felf-deceit, they are ready to fay, they fhall have peace,

though they walk after the imagination of their own
hearts. For undeceiving all fuch perfons, and for the

trial of others, that they that are approved may be made
manifeft, let me beleech your attention to the following

particulars.

I. They regard iniquity in their hearts, who praCtife

it fecretly, who are under reftraint from the world, but

are not poQeffed of an habitual fear of the omnifcient God,
the fearcher of all hearts, and from whofe eyes there is no
covering of thick darknefs where the workers of iniquity

may hide themfelves. Jer. xxiii. 24. "Can any hide
^' himfelf in fecret places, that I fliall not fee him ? faith

^' the Lord : dp not I fill heaven and earth ? faith the
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Men may habitually indulge themfelves in fenfuallty of

heart, vvhen they have little or no opportunity of giving

the rein to fenfuality in practice. They may pleafe them-

felves with the imagination or expedation of worldly

greatnefs, or worldly delights. Such things may be the

theme of their meditation, and the objedis of their fmful

aiFeclions, although they fhall never come into their pof-

feflion. Their fenfuality of heart may difcover itfelf by

impatient complaints of their own flate, which has not

given them the means of indulgence, or by envious re-

pining at the outward profperity of others, who are more
liberally provided for. Nay, I would fay the fame thing

of thofe who have the means of gratification, and yet are

ufually fober, if their reftraint is owing to no better prin-

ciple than the fear of ficknefs, or the fear of man.

Once more, men may indulge themfelves in malice

againit others, although it be chiefly confined to the fecret

working of their hearts. Prudence or cowardice may hin-

der men from doin^ mifchief, even when they are full of

inward malice. Envy, that corroding, wailing worm,
chiefly preys upon the heart. Men may rejoice at the ca^

lamities of others, or indulge refentment of fuppofed in-

juries, which is never carried into efFedl. All iuch, my
brethren, regard iniquity in their heart, and are living in

the wilful and deliberate breach of the law of God, which

is pure and fpiritual, and hath the heart as its principal

objedt. Matth. v. 21, 22. '' Ye have heard that it was
" laid by them of old tim.e. Thou flialt not kill ; and,
''• whofoever fliall kill, (hall be in danger of the judgment.
" But I fay unto you, that whofoever is angry with his

" brother without a caufe, fnall be in danger of the judg-

" ment : and whofoever ihall fay to his brother, Raca,
" fliall be in danger of the counfei : but whofoever fliall

*' fay. Thou fool, fliall be in danger of hell-iire."

3. They regard iniquity in the heart, who reflefb upon

pail fins with delight, or without fincere humiliation of

mind. Perhaps our real difpofition, both towards lin and

duty, may be as certainly difcovered by the flate of our

minds after, as in the time of adlion. The ftrength and

fuddenneis of temptation may betray even a good man
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into the comTniffion of fin ; the backwarclnefs of heart and

power of inward corruption, may make duty burdenfome,

and occafion many defects in the performance: but every

real Chriftian remembers his paft fms with unfeigned con-

trition of fpirit, and a deep lenfe of unworthinefs before

God; and the difcharge of his duty, however difficult it

may have been at the time, affords him the utmoft plea-

fure, on refledion. It is otherwife with many : they

can remember their fms without forrow, they can fpeak

of them without fliame, and fometimes even v/ith a mix-'

ture of boafting and vain-glory. Did you never hear

them recall their pail follies, and fpeak of them with fach

relifh, that it feems to be more to renew the pleafure, than

to regret the fin. Even fuppofing fuch perfons to have

forfaken the practice of fome fms, if they can thus look

back upon them with inward comj)lacency, their feeming

reformation mud be owing to a very different caufe from

renovation of heart. How oppofite the fentiments of Job,

who confiders his afflidlions as a vilitation of God for his

fms in early life. Job xiii. 26, " For thou writeft bitter

*' things againfl me, and m.akeft me to poffefs the iniqui-

" ties of my youth." See alfo the prayer of the Pfalmifl,

Pfalm XXV. 7,
'' Remember not the fms of my youth, nor

•' my tranfgreffions : according to thy mercy remember
** thou me, for thy goodnefs fake, O Lord.'*

4. They regard iniquity in the heart, who look upon
the fms of others with approbation, or indeed, who can

behold them without grief. Sin is fo abominable a thing,

fo diihonoring to God, and fo deflru^live to the fouls of

men, that no real Chrillian can witnefs it without concern.

Hence it is fo frequently taken notice of in fcripture, a$

the chara6ler of a fervant of God, that he mourns for the

fins of others, Pfal. cxix. 136, 158, '' Rivers of water run
*' down mine eyes : becaufe they keep not thy lav/. I be-

*^ held the tranfgreffors, and v/as grieved : becaufe they
*' kept not thy word." See alfo the language of the pro-

phet Jeremiah, chap. xiii. 17. ''But if ye will net hear
" it, my foul fnall weep in iecret places for your pride i

" and mine eye fnall v/eep fore, and run down w^ith tears,

" becaufe the Lord's flock is carried away captive," a
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Men may habitually indulge themfelves in fenfuality of

heart, when they have little or no opportunity of giving

the rein to fenfuality in practice. They may pleafe them-

felves with the imagination or expedation of worldly

greatnefs, or worldly delights. Such things may be the

theme of their meditation, and the objeds of their fmful

affeclions, although they fhall never come into their pof-

feflion. Their fenfuality of heart may difcover itfelf by

impatient complaints of their own ftate, which has not

given them the means of indulgence, or by envious re-

pining at the outward profperity of others, who are more

liberally provided for. Nay, I would fay the fame thing

of thofe who have the means of gratification, and yet are

ufually fober, if their reftraint is owing to no better prin-

ciple than the fear of ficknefs, or the fear of man.

Once more, men may indulge themfelves in malice

againfi: others, although it be chiefly confined to the fecret

working of their hearts. Prudence or cowardice may hin-

der men from doin^ mifchief, even when they are full of

inward malice. Envy, that corroding, walling worm,

chiefly preys upon the heart. Men may rejoice at the ca^

lamities of others, or indulge refentment of fuppofed in-

juries, which is never carried into efFedt. All fuch, my
brethren, regard iniquity in their heart, and are living in

the wilful and deliberate breach of the law of God, which

is pure and fpiritual, and hath the heart as its principal

obje6l. Matth. v. 21, 22. '' Ye have heard that it was
" laid by them of old time, Thou ilialt not kill ; and,

" whofoever fliall kill, fliall be in danger of the judgment.
" But I fay unto you, that whofoever is angry with his

" brother without a caufe, fnall be in danger of the judg-

" ment : and whofoever ihall fay to his brother, Raca,
" fliall be in danger of the counfei : but whofoever fliall

*' fay, Thou fool, fliall be in danger of hell-fire."

3. They regard iniquity in the heart, who reflefb upon

pail fins with delight, or without fincere humiliation of

mind. Perhaps our real difpofition, both towards fin and

(Juty, may be as certainly difcovered by the ftate of our

minds after, as in the time of adlion. The ftrength and

fuddeane Is of temptation may betray even a good m.au
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into the commlflion of fin ; the backwardnefs of heart and

power of inward corruption, may make duty burdenfome,

and occafion many defects in the performance: but every

real Chriftian remembers his paft fms with unfeigned con»

tritionof fpirit, and a deep fenfe of unworthinefs before

God; and the difcharge of his duty, however difHcuIt it

may have been at the time, affords him the utmofl: plea-

fure, on refledion. It is otherwife with many : they

can remember their fins v/ithout forrow, they can fpeak

of them without fliame, and fometimes even v/ith a mix^

ture of boafting and vain-glory. Did you never hear

them recall their pail follies, and fpeak of them with fach

relifh, that it feems to be more to renew the pleafure, than

to regret the fin. Even fuppofmg fuch perfons to have

forfaken the pradlice of fome fms, if they can thus look

back upon them with invv^ard comi)lacency, their feeming

reformation mufi: be owing to a very different caufe from

renovation of heart. Hov/ oppofite the fentiments of Job,

who confiders his aflli6tions as a viiitation of God for his

fins in early life. Job xiii. 26, " For thou writeft bitter

*' things againd me, and makefl: me to poffefs the iniqui-

" ties of my youth." See aifo the prayer of the Pfalmift,

Pfalm XXV. 7,
'' Remember not the fms of my youth, nor

•' my tranfgreffions : according to thy mercy remember
" thou me, for thy goodnefs fake, O Lord."

4. They regard iniquity in the heart, who look upon
the fms of others with approbation, or indeed, who can

behold them without grief. Sin is fo abominable a thing,

fo diihonoring to God, and fo dellruftive to the fouls of

men, that no real Chriilian can witnefs it without concern.

Hence it is fo frequently taken notice of in fcripture, as

the charaQer of a fervant of God, that he mourns for the

fms of others, Pfal. cxix. 136, 158, " Rivers of water run
*' down mine eyes : becaufe they keep not thy lav/. I be-
*^ held tlie tranfgreffors, and was grieved : becaufe they
*' kept not thy word." See alfo the language of the pro-

phet Jeremiah, chap. xiii. 17. "But if ye will net hear
•'

it, my foul fnall weep in iecret places for your pride

;

'' and mine eye fnall v/eep fore, and run down w^ith tears,

" becaufe the Lord's flock is carried away captive." a
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Peter ii. 7,8, "And delivered ju ft Lot, vexed with the

"- filthy cortverfation of the wicked : (for that righteous

" man dwelHng among them^ in feeing and hearing,

" vexed his righteous foul from day to day with their un-
" lawful deeds)." Have w^e then among us any, my bre-

thren, who can look upon the fms of others with compla-

cency or approbation, who excufe or palliate, who jufti-

i\j or defend them, how different is their temper from that

of the fcripture faints juft now referred to ? Whatever
outward regularity they may poifefs or pretend to, it is

plain they are of the number of thofe who regard iniquity

in the heart. To fome fins their own nature may not

prompt them, from others, the fear of man may reftraio

them ; but the holy fpirit furely never has reformed them.

It is an infallible maxim, that no man can think light-

ly of fin in others, who has an unfeigned hatred of it in

himfVlf.

This will hold with equal or with greater ftrength, as

to thofe who make the fms of others the fubjeft of their

mirth and entertainment. The wife man tells us, Prov.

xiv. 9, ''Fools make a mock of fm." And the obferva-

tion will hold equally true, whether we confider the fin

committed, or the danger of the finner. Is there any thing

ive fhould hate more than what is fo ofFenfive to God ; of

which he hath expreffed his deteftation ? And mud he

not regard iniquity in the heart, v/ho can find pleafure in

what fhould be viewed by every Chriftian with horror ?

And what name does he deferve, who can make himfelf

merry with the everlafting perdition of his fellow-crea-

tures ? We have the greateit reafon to lament the pre-

valence of fin amongfl; us, and the boldnefs of finners ;

and little lefs, to lam.ent the reception which both fm and

fmners meet with among thofe, of v/hom better things

might have been exped^ed.

5. In the laft place, I fufpecl that they regard fin in the

heart, who are backv^/ard to bring themfelves to the trial,

and who are not truly willing, that God himfelf would

fearch and try them. Sin often lurks fecretly, and in dif-

guife. He is a ftranger to religion, who does not know
diis from experience. Hear the language of the Pfalmill,
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P[d\. xix. 12. "Who can underftand his errors ? cleanfe

" thou nie from' fccret fauhs." Pf, cxxxix, 23, 24. "Search
" me, O God, and know my heart : try me, and know
" my thoughts, and fee if there be any wicked way in

" me, and lead me in the way everlailing."

If any, therefore, are unwilling to be tried, if they are

backward to felf-examination, it is an evidence of a iirong

and powerful attachment to fin. It can proceed from no-

thing but from a fecret dread of fome difagreeable difcove-

ry of the detection of fome lufl:, w'hich they cannot cori-

fent to forfake. The force of confcience is fuch, that

fome deception is necciTary to keep the finner in peace

with himfelf. Too much light would either debar himi

from his delights, or poifon the enjoyment of them. This

iii Rrongly defcribed by our Saviour, John iii. 20. "For
*' every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
*•' to the light, led his deeds fliould be reproved."

We proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, whicH

was to ihow what is to be underflood by God's not hearing

thofe v/ho regard iniquity in their hearts. This expref-

fion of God's not hearing them, may be confidered very

generally, as fignifying that they are not, nor while they

continue in that temper can be, the obje6Is of his favor ;

he will not remember them vvith the love which he beareth

to his chofen. But as the expreflion is ufed in fome par-

ticular and diflincl fignifications in fcripture, which will

merit our attention, I (liall briefly mention the chief of

them, which feem to be the four following.

I. He will not hear them when they cry to him for de-

liverance from affliilion. 1 take this to be at lead one
thing, if not the main thing, intended by the Pfalmift in

the paffage where the text lies. After giving praife to

God for a iignal deliverance, he draws this comfortable

conclufion from it, '' If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
^* Lord will not hear mc; but verily God hath heard me :

" be hath attended to the voice of my prayer." It is one
" of the characters, as well as one of the privileges of the

children of God, that they fly to him as their refuge in

diflrefs; and he hath given his gracious promife, that he

Vol. it. T t
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will hear them in mercy, Pf. xci. 15. " He fliall call upon
" me, and I will anlwer him: I will be with him in trou-

" ble, I will deliver him, and honor him.'' Pfalm 1. 15.
'* And call upon me in the day of trouble ; I will deliver
" thee, and thou flialt glorify me." But thofe who regard

iniquity in their hearts, have no reafonto expedl that God
will hear them in this fenfe. They are liable to the cala^

mities of human life; they are liable to the ftrokes of

God's righteous Providence : but they have no title to go

to him for relief. Every aiSidlion cardes in it the feverity

of a judge, without any mixture of the mercy of a father.

It is true, that wicked men do fbmetimes cry to God in

diftrefs, but not in the fj)irit of his children ; and as we
learn from this palTage, their prayers do not find accep-

tance with him.

There are three different objedts of delire to a good man,
while in aillidion : the divine prefence to fupport him
under it; the fandlified ufe of it, for the improvement of

the fpiritual life; and in due time, compleat deliverance

from it. The two firil, he that regards iniquity in his

heart, will hardly afk ; and the hft he fliall not be able to

obtain. The prayer of one unacquainted with God, i&

little better than the howling of defpair and terror, without

any mixture of filial confidence. Hofea, vii. 14. ''And
" they have not cried unto me with their heart, when they
'' howled upon their beds." As to the fan6tified ufe of

their fuSerings, they neither aflv nor receive it ; on the

contrary, they are commonly made v/orfe by their ftiiTer-

ings, as earthen veflels are but hardened in the fire^ And
as to deliverance from fuffering, they fliall never obtain

more than perhaps a temporary fufpenfion of outward

llrokes, till they fill up the meafure of their iniquities, and
be ripe for final defiru^lion.

I cannot help, jufl; hinting in this place, that when God
vifits his children's fauhs with rods, and their fins with

ehaflifements, till they forfake their fins by true repen-

tance, he will not hear them. If they have departed from

the paths of truth and righteoufnefs, if they have taken of

the accurfed thing between him and them, there cannot

le peace, Ifaiah lix. i, *' Behold, the Lord's hand is no^^
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•** €iortened, that It cannot fave ; neither his ear heavy,
" that it cannot hear." The very intention of afflidion

to the children of God, is to feparate them from fin, and
it muft continue till it produces its efied. What he fays

of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, in general, is but an em-
blem of the manner in which he will treat every particular

perfon of the true Ifrael, Ifaiah i. 25. " And I will turn

''my hand upon thee, .and purely purge away thy drofs,

" and take away all thy tin :"

2. He will not hear them, when they intercede for

others. It is in this fenfe, that the word is ufed in the

gofpel according to John ix. 31. "Now, we know that

'' God heareth not finners : but if any man be a worfliip-

*' per of God, and doth his will, him he heareth." We
are exprefsly taught by the apoftle James, that it is the

prayer of faith, and the prayer of the righteous that hath

power with God, James v. 15, 16. " And the prayer of
*' faith (liall fave the fick, and the Lord fliall raife him up

;

*' and if he have committed fins, they ihall be forgiven
*' him. Confefs your faults one to another, and pray one
*' for another, that ye may be healed. The efFedtual fer-

" vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." I am
fenfible, my brethren, that this will feem of very little

moment to many, or probably to the greatefl part of thofe,

who regard iniquity in their hearts. Not much accufiom-

ed to the exercife of prayer for themfelves, it will make
but a light imprefilon on them, to be told that they w^ill

not be heard in their interceffion for others. The truth

is, many, if they would attend to it, carry their own con-

demnation in themfelves, from this very circumfi.ance.

Confcious that they have little interefi: at the throne of

grace, they feldom think of employing it at all. But
confidering that there is fcarcely any perfon wholly unre-

lated to otliers, and that many have occafion, from time

to time, to fee thofe to whom they are united by the mofl

tender ties, lying under the prefTure ofaffliQion, it ought

to cover them with confufion, that they know not what it

is to look to God, as the hearer of prayer, and to lend that

help, which they may fhortly require. When we fee one

jVren"ibQr of a family lying under the rod, and ^i profane
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hufband or wife, parent or child, (landing by in hopelefs

diilrefs, and prayerlefs tears, it is hard to fay which of the

two is the greater obje6l of compaflion.

And what an incitement fliould it be to thofe, who are

often called to the duty of interceflion, either from their

office or their character, to walk circumfpe61.1y, that they

may not mar their confidence in God. Let them p;uard

with doubkV diligence againll any thing that is provoking

to God. Let them llrive to keep clear their intereil in his

favor, left they Ihoukl at once v/oiind their peace and

deib'oy their ufefulnefs; for if they regard iniquity in their

heart, the Lord will not hear them.

3. He will not hear them when they drav/ near to him

in worfnip. This alfo, is often the meaning of the ex-

preflion infcripture, Ifiiiah i. 14, 15. *' Your new moons,
" and your appointed feafts m}'" Ibul hateth : they are a

" trouble unto me; I am vv^eary to bear them. And when
'^ ye fpread forth your hands, Iv/illhide mine eyes from
" you; yea, when ye make many prayers I will not hear :

*' your hands are full of blood." There are many other

paffages to tlie fame purpofe, particularly that of Solomon,

Prov. XV. 8. '' The facrilice of the wicked is an abomina-
*' tion to the Lord : but the prayer of the upright is his

" delight." The Pfalmifl: was fo fenfible of this, that he

fays, Pfalm v. 4, 5, 6, 7. '' For thou art not a God that

" hath pleafure in wickednefs ; neither Ihall evil dwell

" with thee. The fooliih (hall not (land in thy fight: thou
*' hated all workers of iniquity. Tiiou flialtdeilroy them
*' that fpeak leafmg : the Lord will abhor the bloody and
" deceitful man. But as for me, I will come into thy
*' houfe in the multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear

" will I worihip toward thy holy temple."

This ought to make a deej) and ferious impreflion on

your minds. There are but too many who, though they

live in the pra6lice of fin and regard iniquity in their

hearts, do yet continue their outward attendance on the

ordinances of divine inflitution, and at flated times lay

hold of the feals of God's covenant. Shall they find any

acceptance with \\\\w ? No. He counts it a profane

Tiiockery; he counts it a facrilegious ufurpation, Pfalm)'.
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16, 17. " But unto the wicked God faith, What haft thoa
" to do to declare my flatutes, or that thou Ihouldft take

" rny covenant in thy mouth ? Seeing thou hatefl; in-

" ilruclion, and cafleft my words behind thee." Shall

they have any comfort in it ? No, unlefs in fo far as in

righteous judgment he fufFers them to be deceived, and

they are deceived, and mod unhappy they, who lie long-

ed under the delulion, Pfalm I. 21. '' Thefe things haft

'' thou done, and I kept filence : thou thoughteft that I

" was altogether fuch an one as thyfelf; but 1 will reprove

" thee, and fet them in order before thine eyes." Shall

they have any beaefit by it ? No, inftead of appeafmg

his wrath, it provokes his vengeance. Inftead of enlight-

ening their minds, it blinds their eyes. Inftead of fane

-

tifying their nature, it hardens their hearts. See a de-

Icription of thofe who had been long favored with outward

privileges, and gloried in them, John xii. 39, 40, "There-
*' fore they could not believe, becaufe that Efaias faid

." again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their
'** heart ; that they ftiould not fee with their eyes, nor un-
*' derftand with their heart, and be converted, and I ftiould

" heal thern." So that nothing is more eflential to an

acceptable approach to God, in the duties ofhisworfhip

in general, and particularly to receiving the feals of his

covenant, than a thorough and univerfal feparation from

all known fm. Job xi. 13, 14. " If thou prepare thine

'' heart, and ftretch out thine hands towards him ; if ini-

*' quity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not

" wickednefs dwell in thy tabernacles."

4. He Vv'ill not hear them when they cry for mercy at

laft. Sooner or later the fmner's eyes ftiall be opened.

Sooner or later he ftiall be convinced of the folly of his

miferable choice. Many of thofe who regard iniquity in

their hearts, fleep in fecurity, and flatter themfelves v/ith

miftaken hopes; but. Gal. vi. 7, *' Be not deceived: God
'' is not mocked ; for whatfoever a man foweth, that fliall

" he alfo reap." From the account given by our Saviour,

it would appear that the final fentence fhall, in many in-

ftances, be matter of furprife as well as terror to the fin-

ner, Matt. vii. 22, 23, *' Many will fay to me in that day,
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" Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name ? and
*' in thy name have call out devils ? and in thy name
" done many wonderful works I And then will I profeis

<' unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that

'* work iniquity." Nay, perhaps we may fay that to

feme, the day of God's mercy may be over before the

ciofe of life; and they may find no place for repentance,

though they may feek it carefully, and with tears. Not

but that wherever there is true penitence, even at the

eleventh hour, forgivenefs will be the effeQ ; but we may
juftly fuppofe that there may be a defpairing cry for mercy,

from the apprehenfions of impending judgment, v/ithout

any thorough convidion of fin. The reception that fuch

will meet with, and the reafon upon which it is founded,

is reprefented in the flrongell language, Prov. i. 24, 25,

z6, 27, 28, " Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed ; I

*' have flretched out my hand, and no man regarded ;

*' but ye have fet at nought all my counfel, and would
" none of my reproof: I alfo will laugh at your calamity;
'* 1 will mock when your fear ccmeth : v/hen your fear

*' cometh asdefolation, and your deftru6lion cometh as a

" whirlwind ; when dillrefs and anguifli cometh upon
" you: then fliall they call upon me, but I will not an-

" fwer ; they iliall feek me early, but they fliall not find

I proceed now to make fome pra6lical improvement

of this fubjefl for your inRru6lion and direftion. And,

I. Suffer me to fpeak a little to thofe who live in the open

habitual practice of grofs fin. It grieves me to think,

my brethren, that any fuch fnould be found or luppofed

in this woriliipping aliembly. It diftrefles me ftili more,

to think that any fuch fliould have the prefumption to aflv,

or the art to obtain permifhon, and the dreadful hardinefs

to fit down at the Lord's table. I fliali defcribe you not

by your names, which are known to men, but your cha-

raders and hearts, which are open before God. Swearr

ers and profaners of Jehovah's name, defpifers of his Sab-

baths, fcorners of facred things, negledters of prayer, fons

of violencej midnight rioters, beafily drunkards, unclean
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fornicators, takers and holders of unj aft gain, liars and

llanderers, hard-hearted oppreiTors, and whofoever liveth

under the dominion of known fin. Is the nature of God
fo holy, is his law fo fpiritual, is his judgment fo fevere,

that ihofe who but regard iniquity in their hearts, fhall

inevitably perifli ; then how Ihall you efcape the damna=-

tion of hell ? Is memory fo unfaithful, as not now to

bring your fins to remembrance ? Is confcience fo fear-

ed as net to charge you with the guilt ? Can you doubt

the being, do you not feel the prefence, do you not fear

the judgment of God ? " The wicked fhall be turned in-

*' to hell, and all the nations that forget God 5 forTophet
^' is ordained of old," &:c.

Oh, that it would pleafe God, by his omnipotent grace,

to reach your hearts, to fhake your confidence, to humble
you to the duft. I call God to record, that you have re-

ceived warning. I know that you may defpife it; I am
afraid that many vf'xW do fo. Away to your cups, away to

the blefled ffage, that dear friend to virtue ; away to your

merry, focial life, drink confufion to your preachers, and
pour forth every term of reproach that your little wit can

fugged, againil thefe poor priefl-ridden creatures, who are

afraid of their minifier's reproof. Alas, alas ! when the

king of terrors, on his pale horfe, fliall make his approach^

you will be of another mind, unlefs perhaps, as it often

happens, you meet with a fudden call, an immediate
tranilation from the fire of lull to the fire of hellv

2. Let me intreat you, my dear brethren, from what has

been faid, to fearch and try yourfelves, Vv'hether you regard

iniquity in your hearts, or not. This is the rather necef-^

fary, as you have in view an immediate and folemn ap-

peal to God, that you are fincere in his covenant. Does
the fear of the Lord pofTefs you in fecret, as well as in pub-

lic ? Are you willing that it fliould be fo ? Is it your daily

ftudy, and is it the fubje^l of your daily prayer, to have

a deeper and more lively imprefifion of his prefence upon
your fpirits .^ Is it truly matter of comfort to you, when
you are delivered from the fear of human cenfure, or de-

fire of human approbation? Have you ever got above

both in your experience, and do you not wilh to maintain
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the fuperiority.? If it is fo, happ3.% happy are you indeed ;

and may the Lord himfelf lift up his countenance upon
you, and give you peace.

Do you know what it is to niourn over fccret fins, the

vanity of your minds, the workUinefs of your affedlions ?

And do you truly make confcience of keeping the heart

with all diligence, becaufe out of it are the iiTues of life ?

1 will not alk becaufe 1 know you cannot deny, that you
have had many finful thoughts, in breach of every com-
mand of God. But are they a]:)proved, or abhorred ? are

they fubmitted to, or refifted ? are they now recoil e6led

with pleafure, with indiiFerence, or with iliame ?

What are your thoughts with regard to the fins of others

'

Have you ever grieved for them in truth ? Do not think

that I am leading you to oilentation. I do not afl^: yoii

whether you have openly tefliiied againft them, or honeft-

ly reproved them ; becaufe, though thefe are both impor-

tant and binding duties, they may be more eafily coun-

terfeited ; and lam not now preiling you to the difcharge

of your duty to others, but trying your iincerity before

God. Have you therefore, mourned in fecret for the fms

of others : have they ever brought you to your knees l

have they added fervor to your prayers ? If it be fo, i can-

not think that you regard iniquity in your own hearts.

This is no Pharifaical hypocrify. It is known only to

God. The profane cannot curfe you for it, becaufe they

do not hear it: and if they were told it, it is probable they

would not believe it.

But methinks I hear fome ferious perfon fay, I have at-

tended to the interrogatories ; and though I would fain

hope I know fomething of a fenfe of duty in all, yet, oh !

how miferably defeftive have I been ? Nothing like that

deep fenfe of the prefence of God, that humiliation of fpi-

rit for fin, that concern for the divine glory, that I ought

to have had, that i have fometimes felt for a feafon, and

that I wiflied to preferve.

Therefore, my brethren, I would once more aflv you,

can you now fincerely pray that God would fearch and

try your ways, difcover every fecret fin, convince you of

it, humble you for it, and deliver you from it I Is there no ^

/
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referve, no exception whatever, nothing that you are will-

ing to cover, that you are backward to examine, and dif-

poied to excufe ? Is there no doubtful pradlice, but what
you are wilHng to think of dehberately, to examine impar-

tially, and if it either appears to be finful, or but remain-

eth doubtful, to furrender freely ? If you can fjty there is

not, then after having pleaded your divorce from every

fm, 1 have only further to rob you of every duty too, and
leave you nothing whereof to glory ; to call you to re-

nounce all felf-righteoufnefs and felf-dependence, and
make you to fay, '' Not I, but the grace of God that was
" with me: furely, in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and
'' llrength.'*

3. I fliall only now fliut up this difcouffe with giving

you a very few directions for your future prefervation.

1. Guard againft the fni or fins that you may be mofl li-

able to, from your natural temper and conftitution, which

may be faid to be your own iniquity, and the fin that mofl

ealily befets you. It is lamentable to think what difgrace-

ful blemiflies are fometimes to be feen in the condud of

the fervants of God. I know this is permitted in Provi-

dence, and cannot be wholly prevented. But no watch-

ful Chriftian will fit IHU eafily under it. If fuch a fin

gives him no reft, he fhould give it no quarter. Some
very bad things are fometimes borne with, under the noti-

on of unavoidable infirmities. Yet they are to the preju-

dice of your own peace; they are a reproach to your pro-

fefiion, and a difhonour to your mafter. If you cannot

wholly deilroy, I befeech you, wound and w^eaken them.

If there is no probability that they will die wholly, but

Vvith the body, let it be feen that they are daily lofing

ftrength^ and dying gradually.

2. Seta particular guard upon thofe fins that you may
be oppofed to, in your ordinary calling : in that \vay,

where you go moil: frequently, the temipter knows he can

moit eafily find you, and he will certainly be there to meet

you. Befides interefi: often pleads ^o ftrongly in behalf

of fome fins of this kind, and they are fo much juftified by

example, that fev/ can withftand the temptation. But
confider, I befeech vou, that no honor, profit, or conve-

Vci.. II.

'

U u
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nience, can poflibly counter-balance the lofs of God's fa-

vor ! What a miferable excellency is it indeed, to add a

little to our earthly flore at the expence of his difpleafure,

while we ourfelves are in his hand, and all that we have

is in the moft abfolute manner at his difpofal.

In the lafl place, if you defire to be preferved from the

dominion of fin, feat yourfelves often in the prefence of

God. He feeth in fecret, his eyes do fee, his eye lids try

the children of men. Aik of him, therefore, that he may
not fuffer you to deceive yourfelves, but lead you in the

paths of righteoufnefs for his mme's fake.
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The absolute NECESSITY of SALVATION through

CHRIST.

SERMON 37.

Preached before the Society in Scotland for propagating Chrif.

tian Knowledge, in the High Church of Edinburgh, on
Monday, January 2, 1758.

A C T S, iv. 12.

^either is there salvation in any other : for there is none other
name under heaven given among men whereby xve must be
saved^

IT it is not eafy to conceive any fubje£l, at once more
important in itfelf, more feafonable in this age, and

more fuited to the defign of the prefent meeting, than the
abfolute neceffity of falvation through Christ. We live

in an age in which (as is often complained) infidelity

greatly prevails ; but yet in which the caufe of truth hath

much lefs to fear from the aflaults of its open enemies,

than from the treachery of its pretended advocates. The
latefl infidel writers have carried their own fcheme to

fuch perfection or extravagance, that it muft difcredit the

caufe in the eye of every fober judge.* And indeed the

* See David Hume's writings on morals throughout; where,
befides leaving out entirely our duty to God, which he hath in
common with many other late writers, he exprefsly founds
jullice upon power and conveniency, derides chaftity, and
turns many of the moil important virtues into vices. See alfo

Eifays on the principles of morality and natural religion ; th©
^ilthor of whichj at on<? deciiive blow, takes away aU fm., by
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gofpel can fcarcely receive a greater injur}', than when
any profeffiag attachment to it, condefcend to enter the

lifts with fuch abfurdities, or give ground of fufpicion that

they Hand in need of a ferious refutation.

But there is another quarter from v/hich we have much
greater reafon to apprehend danger, viz. that clafs of men,
who, being nominal Chriftians, difguife or alter the gofr

pel, in order to defend it. Thefe often endeavor to give

fuch views of Chrillianity, as \v\\] render it palatable to a

corrupt worldly mind ; and inllead of abafing, will footh

and gratify the pride of man. Hence the unnatural mix-

ture often to be feen of modern philofophy with ancient

Chriftianity. Hence the fundamental do6\rines of the

gofpel are fcftened, concealed, or denied; as, the loll and

guilty flate of man by nature, his liablenefs to everlafling

mifery, and the neceffity of that fatisfa£lion and ranfom

which was paid by our Redeemer when he died upon the

crofs. InRead of thefe, are we not many times prefented

with a chara<5ler of Chrifl as a teacher only, and not a Sa-

viour ; as one excellently qualified to reform the abufes

that had fome how or other crept into the world, but the

real fource of which is hardly confeffed, and never wil-

lingly brought into view ? Is not our blelled Redeemer
thereby put on a level, and exprefsly clafied with mortal

reformers ? Perhaps indeed, a fmall compliment of fupe-

riority is paid him; which, however, there is reafon to

fufpe6t arifes more from a prudent compliance with efla-

blifhed faith, than from any inward and cordial efleem.

What could be reafonably expected as the effedl: of fuch

condudi? No other than we find by experience hath adu-
ally taken place, that a caufe fo ill defended mufl daily lofe

ground. The nearer Chrillianity is brought to the prin-

ciples of infidels to folicit their efleem, the lefs occafior^

will they fee for it at all j and when it is perverted from

founding virtue on a delufive feeling. Thefe writings are far

from being hurtful in proportion to the intention of their au-
thors : for though the principles- contained in them are oftei\

retailed in converiution, yet it is only by way of amufement,
on account of their boldnefs or novelty, not one in an hundred
appearing to have any ferious conviction of their truth.
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its original purpofe, it can expe6t no countenance from

its real author. The truth is, if there be no more in the

gofpel than many by their language and writings would

lead us to conceive, it is of fmall confequence whether it

be embraced or not; and there can be little merit in a

fociety who have this as the defign of their union, to fpread

and propagate Chriilian knowledge. But very different

are the fentiments expreffed by the apodle Peter in the

text; where, fpeaking of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth, he fays,

" Neither is there falvation in any other : for there is

" none other name under heaven given among men
" whereby we muR be laved."

I am fcnfible, there are fome of the very perfons hinted

at above, who endeavor to explain away this text, and give

it a very different meaning from that in v/hich you will

eafily perceive I underffand it. They make falvation to

refer to the cure recorded in the preceding chapter,

wrought upon the lame man ! as if the apoille had faid,

" Neither is there a power of healing in any other," S;c.

This is but one inffance among many of the force and con-

ftraint they put upon Scripture, in order to accommodate
it to their own fentiments. I fliall not waffe your time by
a tedious refutation of this criticifm, as the fenfe I affix to

the words will be fufflciently fupported by what iliall fol-

low on the fubje6l. They appear to me plainly to affirm,

that there is no other way by which fmners of mankind
can efcape everlafting mifery, but through Chrift.

In difcourfing on this fubje6t, 1 propofe, through di-

vine affiftance,

I. After a little illuftrating the meaning of the aflertion,

to effabliffi and confirm its truth from the word of God,
II. To make a few reflexions on this fcheme, and fhew,

that it is not only moft felf-confiftent, but moft agreeable

to the other parts of Scripture, as well as to the vifible-

ftate of the world ; and therefore that thofe who, in rea-

foning with infidels, depart from it in any mei^fure, do
thereby betray the caufe which they profefs to fupport.

III. I fliall make fome pradlicrd improvement of what
Tnay be faid.
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I return to the firft of thefe.

And as to the meaning of the aflertion, the word favlng

or falvatlon evidently fuppofes a flate of mifer}^ from which
our deliverance muft be wrought; and therefore no more
than the full meaning of the paffage is exprelTed in what
follows. That all the pofterity of Adam are conceived in

fin, and brought forth in iniquity ; alienated in heart

from the love of God, and expofed to the dreadful confe-

quences of his difpleafure. That they have not only accefs

to falvation through Chrift, but that in this work he hath

no rival ; it is his, exclufive of all others : fo that no
man, whatever be his character, or whatever be his hope,

fhall enter into reft, unlefs he be reconciled to God through

Jefus Chrift.

Now, that all mankind are by nature in a ftate of guilt

and condemnation, is evident from the whole ftrain of

the holy Scriptures. This originally conftituted the ne-

cefTity of a Saviour, and alone illuftrates the love and mer-

cy of God in the appearance of his Son in our nature.

—

Unlefs this is fuppofed, the whole difpenfations of the

grace of God, both in the Old Teftament and in the New,
lofe their beauty, and lofe their meaning; nay, and would

be juftly efteemed fooliftmefs, as they are in fa(51: by all

who fee not this foundation upon which they are built. As
our firft parents, and the earth for their fakes, were laid

under a curfe immediately after the original tranfgreftlon ;

fo the effects of this apoflacy on their pofterity are amply

declared in Scripture. We have this repeated teftimony

from God himfelf concerning the old world, " And God
" faw that the wickednefs of man was great in the earth,

*' and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart

'' was only evil continually.''* And again, " And the

'.' Lord laid in his heart, 1 will not again curfe the ground
'' any more for man's fake; for the imagination of man's
*' heart is evil from his youth." j-

The rites and ceremonies of the Mofaic difpenfation al-

fo, together with the whole hiftory of Providence contain-

ed in the Old Teftament, fuppoie the guilt and impurity-

of cur nature. But the gofpel, as it is in all refpeds 21

* Gen. vi. 5. t Gen. viii. 2U
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clearer diri:jenration than the former, fo it is mofl full and

ex prefs upon this fiibjedt. Inftead of enumerating many
pafTages, we may confult the epiftle of the apoflle Paul to

the Romans, where there is a diftindl and labored illuf-

trationof the guilt and apoflacy of all mankind ; towards

the conclufion of which he thus exprefTes himfelf: *' For
** we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles that they
" are all under fm; as it is written, There is none righte-

*' ous, no not one: there is none that underRandeth, there

" is none that feeketh after God. They are all gone out of
" the way, they are together become unprofitable ; there
*' is none that doeth good, no not one.'** And a little after,

*" That every mouth may be flopped, and all the world
*' may become guilty before God-^'f To this I Ihall only

add one pafTage from the fame apoflle :
'' Among whom

" alfo we had our converfation in times paft, in the lufts of
*' our flelh, fulfilling the defires of the fiefli, and of the
" mind ; and were by nature children of wrath, even as
" others."!

That the fame Scriptures point out to us one only re-

medy for this our mifery, is equally evident. Chrifl Je-
fus was promifed to our firfl parents under the defignation

of die feed of the woman, who fhould bruife the head of
the ferpent. He is afterwards promifed to Abraham as

his feed, in whom all the nations of the earth Ihould be
bleffed ; to Jacob as Shiloh, to whom the gathering of the
people fhould be. He is pointed out by Mofes as the great

prophet that Ihould come into the world. And unlefs we
fuppofe a typical reference to Chrifl in the legal wafhings,
facrifices, and other fervices, they will appear altogether

unworthy of God, and altogether infuflicient for the pur-
pofes for which they were ufed. This indeed is affirmed

by the apoflle to the Hebrews, " For it is not pofi^ible that
*' the blood of bulls and of goats fhould take away fins."jj

In the later prophets, there are many diflind and particu-

lar, many high and magnificent defcriptions of the glory
of Chriit's perfon, and the greatneis of his v/ork. The

* Rom. iii. 9—12. t Rom. iii. 19, 4 Epb. ii. 3,
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attention and expedation of eveiy believer is dire^fled to

him; and he is Ityled '' the defjre of all nations."*

And in the New Teilament, at his conception it is faid,

*' Thou flialt call his name Jefiis, for he fhall fave his

*' people from their fins."f At his entrance on his public

minirtry, he is thus defignated by John the Baptill, '' Be-
** hold the Lamb of God that taketh away the fm of the

** world."J The great defign of his appeciring in our na-

ture, is declared in many palTages of fcripture. And as

falvation is promifed to thofe who believe, fo the condem-

nation of all unbelievers is neceflarily implied as its coun-

ter-part, and often exprefsly affirmed. Thus the apoRle

John reprefents our Saviour himfelf as teaching, " God fo

*' loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,-

** that whofoever believeth in him, fliould not PERISH,
*' but have everlafling lire."j| And when he gave com-

miilion to his difciples to preach the gofpel, it was in thefe

terms: '* Go yo. into all the world, and preach the gofpel

** to every creature. He that believeth, and is baptized,
*' fliall be faved ; but he that believeth not, fliall be damn-
" ed."* The very meaning of the word Gofpel is glad

tidings; importing not only tlie great, but the diflinguifli^

ing happinefs of thofe who hear the meffage, and comply

with the call. The apofiles, who fpread thefe glad tidings

through the world, confidered themfilves as bringing fal-

vation to thofe who before fat in darknefs, and in the re-

gion of the ihadow of death. And by the following de-

fcription given by the apoille Paul of the ftate of the E-

phefians before converfion, may be feen what view he had

of the condition of all who knew not God, as well as who
believed not the gofpel, " That at that time ye were wifh-

*' out Chriil, being aliens from the commonwealth of

" Ifrael, and Grangers from the covenants o^ promife,

" having no hope, and without God in the world. "f

—

From the above fummary, I hope it clearly appears, that,

according to the Scriptures, there is no falvation in any

other than in Jefus Chrift of Nazareth.

* Hc^, ii. 6. t Matt. i. 21. + John i. 29. || John iii. 16.

* Mjirk ?ivi. ]5, 16, t Eph. ii* 12.



Sahation through Christ. 345

It will, however, be proper, for the further illuflration

of this fubjed, to conlider a little to what this dodrine

ftands oppofcd. And though it is irnpoflible diflindly to

enumerate every thing that may in forne fhape or other be

put in Chrift's room, or attempt to rob him of his glory as

a Saviour ;
yet, in general, they may all be reduced to the

two following heads : ift, Falfe religions, and uninflitu-

ted rites; adly, Self-righteoufnefs, or the merit of our own
defe6live obedience to the moral law. It is neceflary to

confidereach of thefe by itfelf, and to (late the bounds be-

tween them : for however little relation they may feem to

have one to another, they are often mingled together in

our apprehenfions, and mutually fupport and llrengthen

each other's caufe.

In the firft place, then, All worfhip of falfe gods, hold-

ing for truth what hath not the ftamp of divine authority,

and all uncommanded worfhip, be the object of it what it

will, is u'holly inefTeftual ro falvation : nay, fo far is any

thing of this kind from being fufficient to fupplant, or

proper to co-operate with what Chrifl: hath done, that it is

deteflable in the fight of God. Perhaps it may be thought,

that this is of fmall moment^ and wholly unworthy of no-

tice; as in thefe days few or none will fo much as pretend,

except in jeil, to lay any flrefs upon fabulous deities, or

fuperilitious practices of human invention. But I did

not chufe to omit it, becaufe it appears to me a thing pe-

culiarly infilled on in the holy Scriptures, which contain

nothing unneceffary. It is alfo very much the objecl of the

refentment of infidels."* At the fame time, many pre-

tended Ghriftians have, by defign or inadvertence, fpoken

too much the language of infidels on this fubjedl, or on
fubjeds nearly related to it.

Hov/ much ftrefs the Scriptures lay upon the know-
ledge Oi the true God, nay, how pernicious and deflruc-

tive all falfe religions are, it were eafy to fliew at great

* It is very remarkable, that though infidels always fet out

en pretenc'w of feurching impartiiiliy after truth
;

yet they have

unanimoufly agreed in putting truth and error entirely upon
*!ie iame footing, both as 10 v/orth and influence.

Vol. H, X X
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length ; but a few hints will fuffice, as it is not a point

controverted fo much as negle<fted and forgotten. The
very firlt commandment of the moral law is, "Thou ihalt

" have no other gods before me."^ And the fecond,

which forbids uninftituted worfliip, hath this llrong fanc-

tion, for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, vifiting

*' the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the

'' third and fourth generation of them that hate me."^

—

Through the whole Old Teftament, the idolatry and falfe

worfhip of the Heathens is reprefented as highly crimi-

nal in them, and an abomination in the fight of God. It

is there confidered, not as a fmall part, but as the firfl

and mod provoking of their enormities ; and in particu-

lar, is afTigned as the ground of the utter extirpation of

the nations of Canaan. In a perfedl confjftency with

which, in the charge brought againft them by the apoftle

Paul, this is the leading part or ground-work of the whole,
" Becaufe that when they knew God, they glorified hinn

" not as God, neither were thankful ; but became vain
*' in their imaginations, and their foolifli heart was dar-

" kened.c—And changed the glory of the incorruptible

*' God, into an image made like to corruptible man, and,

*' to birds, and four-footed beafts, and creeping things.'W

The great end alfo of the feparation of the children of

Ifrael, and their being kept from intercourfe with other

nations, was, that they might be preferved from idolatry.

To the worfliip of the true God their bleflings are promi-

fed, and againfl: defedlion from his fervice to other gods

the heavieft curfes are denounced. Thus, after an enu-

meration of the blelLngs that fhould attend them if they

kept God's commandments, it is faid, " And thou llialt

*' not go afide from any of the words that I command thee

" this day, to the right-hand or to the left, to go after

*' other godstoferve them.'V And when they flood be-

fore the Lord, to enter into his covenant, it is faid, ''For

'' ye know how v;e have dwelt in the land of Egypt, and
" how we came through the nations vvhich ye palfed by.

(I Exod XX. 3. b Exod. xx. 5. c Rom. i. "21.

d Ibid. ver. 53. s Deut. xxviii. U»
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" And ye have feen their abominations, and their idols,

*' wood and (lone, filver and gold, which were among
" them. Led there fliould be among you, man, or wo^
" man, or family, or tribe, whofe heart turneth away this

" day from the Lord our God, to go and ferve the gods
" of thefe nations ; left there iliould be among you a root
" that beareth gall and \yormwood."^ The fame thing

may be feen running through the whole of the prophetic

writings. Almoft every judgment of God threatened or

inflided, is afcribed to their idolatry as its caufe. I only
mention one paffage, not for any thing particular in it,

but as a fufficient fpecimen of the whole. It is a meflage

from God by Ezekiel to the children of Ifrael: " There-
*' fore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith the Lord
" God, Repent and turn yourfelves from your idols, and
" turn away your faces from all your abominations. For
" every one of the houfe of Ifrael, or of the ftranger that
" fojourneth in Ifrael, which feparateth himfelf from me,
'' and fetteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the
" ftumbling-block of his iniquity before his face, and
" Cometh to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me ^
'' I the Lord will anfvver him by myfelf, and I will fet my
" face againft that man, and will make him a fign and a
'' proverb, and I will cut him off from the midfl of my
" people, and ye fhall know that I am the Lord."^

In the very fame manner, in the New Tcftament, em-
bracing the gofpel of Chrift, and continuing ftedfafl in

the faith, is required as abfolutely necelTary to falvation

;

" He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaftin^ life ; and
" he that believeth not the Son, fhall not fee life, but the

'' wrath of God abideth on him.'V The importance of

holding the truth without mixture, is plainly declared in

the following paffage :
'' Brethren, if any of you do err

*' from the truth, and one convert him ; let him know,
*' that he which converteth the fmner from the error of his

" way, fliall fave a foul from death, and Ihall hide a mul-
'' titude of fms."J

a Deut. xxix. 16, 17, 18. b Ezek. xiv. 6, 7, 8.

c John iii. 36. d James v. 19, 20.
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It had been eafy to have given a much larger proof of

this from Scripture; but it is unneceffary ; for our ene-

mies themlelvcs confefs it, nay obje<ft it as a ground of

reproach. How many invectives have we from infidel

writers againil the unpeaceable, unfoeial fpirit of the Jew-

ifh firft, and afterwards of the Chriftian rehgion ? And
how often are thefe contraded with the mild and afloci-

ating temper of the Heathen worfliippers? Among them

it implied no abfurdity, that different nations fliould have

different gods, and different forms of worfliip ; nay, they

often intermixed, compounded, and mutually adopted

each others worfhip. The Athenians, that wife people,

were fo prone to receive every foreign rite, that they got

this character from an ancient writer (whether by way of

encomium indeed, or fatire, is at this diilance uncertain)

that they were hoipitable to the gods. According to the

lentiments of modern unbelievers, they would deferve

much praife for this ; but according to the fentiments of

an infpired apoftle, " profeffing themfelves wife, they be-

^' came fools."

In this then it is acknowledged, that the gofpel of our

falvation effentialiy differs from every human invention;

that it conltandy reprefents itfelf as the truth, and all

things oppofite*to it, as falfe, diflionorable to God, and

unprofitable to men. This has been the cafe in every ftep

of its progrefs, from its firfl rife in the comparative ob-

fcurity of the original promife, through all the prepara-

tory difcoveries of fucceeding ages, to its complete mani-

feltation in the fulnefs of time. And though it has been

expofed on this account to the virulent reproaches of men
of corrupt minds, it is but [q much the more credible, and

appears to be from the one only, the living, unchangeable,

and true God.^

It may be proper here to obferve, that it is either the

fame objection afFuming a different form, or one very

much like it, when it is alledged againil the gofpel. That

it lays too much llrefs upon mere belief of the truth. To
^his fome have, perhaps by miltaking the true fpring of

a See this fubje<5t handled with great clearnefs and precifioi>

)>y Dr. Warburton in his Divine Legation of Mofes.
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tlie objeclion, given a very vyrong and dangerous anfwer.

They deny the fi\(ft, that the gofpel does lay too much,

or any ftrefs at all upon bare belief, leparate from good-

nefs of life. The danger of this anfwer does not lie in

its being falfe, but in its being ambiguous, incomplete,

and in a great meafure improper. It feems to allow, at

lead not to deny, that there may be fmcere belief, while

yet it is not attended with its proper fruits. Thus unbe-

lievers, whofe real quarrel is with the alledged importance

and efficacy of the truth, are hardened in their indiffe-

rence and difregard to it ; whereas they ought to be taught

to confjder the principles Vv^hich are produQive of real

reformation, as more excellent in themfelves, as both ne-

ceflary and effectual for this purpofe.

The gofpel does indeed lay great flrefs upon belief of

the truth, not without, but as the only way of producing

bolinefs. Many paffages may be cited from the Old
Te (lament, in which going after falfe gods, and comit-

ting other grofs crimes, are reprefented as infeparable

branches of the fame charader; and worlhipping and
fervingthe true God, as a fummary defcription ofuniver-

fal obedience. <^ And many paffages may be produced

from the New Teftament, in which the good effedls of the

truth, and the mifery of departing from it, as neceffarily

implying an unfandified llate, are declared./^ From all

this I conclude, thatChriH; Jefus, the promife of old made
unto the fathers, the hope of Ifrael, the light of the world,

and the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one that

believeth, is the only Saviour of fmners, in oppofition to

all falfe religions, and every uninftituted rite ; as he him-
felf fays, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life : no
" man cometli unto the Father but by me-'V

But, 2dly, Chrift is the only Saviour, in oppofition to

the merit of our own obedience to the moral law. I know,
fome will be ready to fuppofe, that though falfe religion

and uninllituted rites may have no pofitive influence in

procuring Mvation to thofe who embrace them, yet they

a See Deut. xxix. 18, 19. Numb. xxv. 1, 2. h See John viii.

^1, 32. Id. xvii. 17. 2 Johnver 4. Col.i« 5. 6. r Johi) xjiv. 6,
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inay not hinder their acceptance with God by virtue of

their own perfonal merit and obedience. On this fubje(St

there are many things which deferve a more particular and
diftindt confideration than there is room for at prefent

;

fiich as, I. That all falfe religion is not merely unprofita-

ble, but highly criminal in the fight of God. Thus the

apoftle Paul, " But I fay, that the things which the Gen-
*' tiles facrifice, they facrifice to devils, and not to God:
*' and I would not that ye fhould have fellowfhip with
'* devils."^ 2. That all who embrace not the truth as it

is in Jefus, mud neglect the whole duties of the firft table

of the moral law, and fo their obedience be not only great-

ly, but effentialiy defective. 3. That the Scriptures give

us no ground to believe, that falfe principles can produce

any virtue but what is fpurious. But inilead of infilling

upon thefe at prefent, I fhall only attempt to fliew, that

the Scriptures exclude all human merit, and indeed feem

to have it as their exprefs purpofe, to (lain the pride of

all human glory ; and therefore that no pretence of this

kind can poOibly be admitted.

And here I Ihall wholly pafs the facrifices of atonement

under the Mofaic difpenfation, becaufe they ail pointed at

the facrifice offered by Chrifl upon the crofs; and there-

fore, in the account given of the end and deftination of

this laft, we may expeft the cleareft view of the grounds

of our acceptance with God. Now, Chrift appears in

Scripture, '* as the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
'' fin of the Vv'orld :" as ^' giving his life" for his people ;

as '^ bearing their fins in his own body on the tree." And
indeed every expreffion is ufed that could well be imagined

to fignify a propitiatory facfifice, an atonement for fin^

or the punilhment of an hmocent perfon in the room and

{lead of the guilty. If this was neceifary for any, it was
necclfary for all ; and as there is not the leafi: intimation

given in Scripture of any diftinclion, or hint, as if there

were any perfons with regard to whom it was fuperfluous.

Nothing, therefore, can Hand more direilly opj)ofed to

the deiign of the gofpel, than any plea of merit in man :

a 1 Cor. X. 20.
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and none do in fa6l receive it with more difdain, than

thoie who trait in themfelves that they are righteous.

But, for our latist'a(5lion on this point, we need only

confult the epidle to the Romans, before referred to, as

there is no part of the facred writing where there is a more

full and connefted account of the foundation of the gofpel.

There, after proving that all the world are become guilty

before God, the apoftle fays, '' Therefore by the deeds of

*' the law, there iliall no flefh be juftified in his fight : for

*' by the law is the knowledge of fin.^ Being juflified

*' freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in

*' Jefus Chrifl: : whom God hath let forth to be a propitia-

*' tion, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouf-

** nefs for the remiflion of fins that are pafl:, through the

" forbearance of God.''^ And again, '' Therefore as by
*' the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to con-
*'• demnation ; even lb by the righteoufnefs of one, the free

" gift came upon all men to juftification of life.'V Goni
fonant to this is the dotlrine of the fame apodle elfev/here :

*' Yea doubtlefs, and I count all things but lofs, for the

" excellency of the knowledge of Chrill Jefus my Lord ;

" for whom I have fuffered the lofs of all things, and do
" count them but dung that I may win Chrifl, and be
" found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs,

" which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
*^ Chrifl, the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith.'W

1 am not infenfible, that great pains have been taken,

even by fome Chrillians, to evade the force of thefe pafTa-

ges of Scripture, v/hich exclude the merit of man's obe-

dience from any fhare in his juflification before God. Par-

ticularly, the pafiages from the epillle to the Romans are

evaded, by alledging, that the law, and the worl's of the

law, there, mean only the rites of the Mofaic difpenfation.

This is not a proper time and place for entering fully into

that controverfy ; and therefore I fhall only obferve, that,

befides the correfpondence of the above interpretation v/ith

all the other parts of Scripture, it may be fufficiently fup-

a Rom. iii. 20. i> lb. ver. 24^ 25. c Cbap. v. 18. d Phil.-'ii.

8, 9. See alio Rom. iv. 2.3-^2o. Tit. iii. 5.
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ported by this one confideration, That the apofile, who Isi

Ipeaking both of Jews and Gentiles, exprefsly Hates the

oppofition with refpe6t to our juftiiication between grace

and debt, and excludes every thing that might make it of

debt: *' Where is boalling then? It is excluded. By
" what lav/ ? of works ? Nay ; but by the law of faith.

" Therefore we conclude, that a man is juftihed by faith,

" without the deeds of the lavv/\7 And to the fanie pur-

pofe, a little after, " Now to him that worketh is the re-

" ward not of grace, but of debt. But to him that work-
" eth not, but believeth on him that juftifieth the ungodly*
*' his faith is counted for righteoufnefs."/' Whatever
would make our acceptance with God not free, or not of

grace, is here excluded. Now, certainly, as there is a

much more plaufible plea of merit in favor of works of

obedience to the moral, than the ceremonial law ; the firft

are at lead as much excluded as the lafl by the apoftle's

reafoning.d:

a !Rom. iii. 27, 28. b Rom. iv. 4, 5*

c It IS eafy to forefee, that a grand obje6lion agaittft what is

faid on this head will be, That it is goini^ upon a very narrow
fcheme, and a fcheme very uncharitable to many parties of

Chriftians. It is the fafliionable language of the age, to give

large encomiums upon charity, when the defign is to level

truth and falfliood ; and to alledge, either that there is little

difierence betAveen them, as to their effetls, or that they can-

nct be diflinguilhed from one another by their proper marks.
This is a fubjcc\ that needs as much to be fet in a proper light,

as any I know. If the fenfe in v/hich charity in fenliment is

commonly underflood, viz. a favorable judt^ment of the opi'

nions of others, be the Scripture meaning of it, then certainly

fome bounds mull be fet to it ; and it muft be praife or blame
worthy, according to the cafes in which it is exercifed. I mufl
needs take it for granted, that there are fome fundamental er-

rors, and that it is paffible to make ihipwreck of the faith.

New, however common or fafliionable it may be, to think, the

further charity is extended the better : it may be demonftrated^
that a favorable judgment of errors fundamental, or deftruclive

of religion, doth neceilarily imply either a light efteem or weak
perfualion of the truth, or both. This furely is no part of a
truly Chrifiian chara6lor ; and if it be rigktly denominated
charity, it is become vicious by excefs. I confefs it appears
to me, that juflification by free grace is a fundamental doSlrinc
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'Thus I have endeavored both to explain and confirm

the alTertion in the text, That there is no lalvation in any-

other but in Ghrift. There is, however, one queftion up-

on it which I would willingly pafs over in filence, but

that the omiffion of it might, to fome intelligent hearers,

weaken the conclufion, and make them reckon the fubjedt

incompletely handled. The queflion is. Whether an ob-

jedive revelation and explicit difcovery of Chrift, and
what he hath wrought, is neceflary to falvation ? or if his

undertaking may not be the ground of acceptance for ma-
ny who never heard of his name ? In fupport of the lad

of thefe it is faid, That many of the ancient patriarchs

and prophets were far from having dillindt views of the

of the gofpel. If this be true, I am not wroni; in having the
deepeft fenfe of the danger of contrary opinions ; nay, if I am
miftaken, the confequences I dra\y from it, are no breaches of
charity, but the neeeffary effeSls of an error in judgment ; and
fo I claim charity in my turn from my adverfaries upon their

own principles.

But I am perfuaded the above is not the meaning of the word
Charity in Scripture, but that it means an ardent ind unfeign-
ed love to others, and a dehre of their welfare, temporal and
eternal ; and may very well conhft with the flrongeft abhorrence
of their wicked principles. We do iind indeed in Scripture
many charges, not to judge one another, mutually to forbear
one another in things indifferent, and not to fuppofe that men's
outward ai?dons proceed from a bad principle which they do
not profefs. But this is never called charity ; and it is, by the
reafoning on it, exprefsly limited to things really indifferent

in their nature. (See the xivth and xvth chapters of the epiflle

to the Romans.) Perhaps it will be faid, fome may judge
things to be neeeffary, which in truth are but indifferent. This
cannot be denied ; but there is no help for it. It is a confe-

(iueuce of the imperfeclion of human nature. Yet flill every
man muft judge for himfelf, and muff diftinguiih between
things indifferent and neceifary, in the bed manner he can.
It is very remarkable, that the apoftle John, who fpeaks moll
of the importance of charity and mutual love, hath alfo per-

haps the ilrongeft expreilions of any of the apoffles, on the
hatefulncfs and danger of error* Thus he fays in his fecond
epiftle, ver. 10, 11. " If there come any unto you, and bring"
*• not this dodlrine, receive him not into your houfe, neither
" bid him God fpeed. For he that biddeth him God fpeed, is

" partaker of his evil deeds."

Vol. it. Y y
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perfon, charaiEler, and work of Chrift ; and if (as all fnp-

pofe) his undertaking was available for their acceptance^

why not of others alfo ? On fuch a qneflion, no doubt,

modeRy and caution is highly commendable, and perhaps

k were wife in fome refpeds to fufpend the determination

altogether. But there are cafes in which it comes necef-

farily to be confidered : for inftance, I do not fee how it

can be avoided, in fpeaking of the importance or neceffity

of propagating the gofpel among the nations that know
not God.

We may therefore obferve, that the only jufl founda-

tion of our hope in God, either for ourfelves or others, ef-

pecially as fmners, is his promife. The firfi: of thefe

ought to be precifely commenfurate to the lafi. In fo far

as it is defective, or falls fliort of this meafure, we are

chargeable with unbelief; and in fo far as it exceeds,,

with prefumption. Now, to whomfoever the true God is^

revealed in any meafure, as merciful and gracious, for-

giving iniquity, tranfgreiTion and fin; however obfcurely

lie points out the meritorious caufc of pardon, if they be-

lieve his word and accept of his mercy, they iliall be fav-

ed; as we are told, '' Abraham believed God, and it was-

*' counted to him for righteoufnefs.'^c/ As to any others,

if they are in abfolute ignorance of the true God, we muft

fay, that there doth not appear, from Scripture, any ground

on which to%ffirm, that the eificaey of Chriit'^s death ex-

tends to them : on the contrary, we are exprefsly told,

that they have " no hope.''^ We find indeed in fcrip-

ture, that the difplay of divine perfe6lion in the works of

creation, and the conduct of Providence, is reprefented as

rendering the heathens inexcufable in their contempt and

negle6t of God :
'' Neverthelefs he left not himfelf with-

'' out witnefs, in that he did good, and gave us rain froot

" heaven, and fruitful feafons, filling our hearts with food

" anxl gladnefs.i: Becaufe tliat which may be known of

*' God is manifell: in them ; for God hath fhewed it unto

" ijiem. For the invifible things of him from the creation

m Rom. Iv. S. b See the forecited palTcig-e, Eph. ii, I3w
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** of the world are clearly feen, being iinderdood by the

" things that are made, even his eternal power and god-

" head ; fo that they are without excufe."^ Should any

defire from thefe pailages to infer, that if any of them

made a juft and dutiful ufe of thefe natural notices of God,

he would not fruftrate their fearch, but would lead them
to the faving knowledge of himfelf, I have nothing to ob-

ject againft the general pofition ; but I am afraid it will

be difficult to make any other legitimate ufe of this con-

ceffion than the apoRle has made already, that they are
*' without excufe" in their eilrangement from God. One
thing more we are authorifed from Scripture to fay, that

their guilt is in proportion to their means of knowledge

;

that they continue in their natural Hate, and are not

chargeable with the fm of rejecting the gofpel which they

never heard :
'' For as many as have finned without law,

'' ihall alfo perifh without law; and as many as have fin-

" ned in the law, fliall be judged by the lavv."^

I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, which was,

To make a few reiledtions on thisfcheme; and fhew, that

it is not only mofl felf-confiilent, but moll agreeable to

the other parts of fcripture, as well as to the vifible ftate

of the world; and therefore that thofe who, in reafoning

W'ith infidels, depart from it in any meafure, do thereby

betray the caufe which they profefs to fupport.

We have many proofs of the ingenuity and art of per-

fons under the power of prejudice, in evading the force,

or wrelling the meaning of particular texts of fcripture
;

and therefore it mud ferve much for the confirmation of

any doctrine, that it is not only fupported by exprefs paf-

fages, but agreeable to the flrain and fpirit of the whole.

That this is the cafe with thedodtrine in queflion, I might

ihew at great length : at prefent I content n.yfelf with

the h\Y follovving refled-ions. ill. There is nothing more
frequently or more undeniably found in fcripture, than a

celebration of the rich mercy and free grace of God in

Chrill: Jefus, in fuch language as will fcarce accord with

any other plan than that which I have above endeavored

to explain and fupport. It has been a remark frequently

a Rom. i. 19, 20, b Rom. ii. 12,
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made, of the juflice of which every ferious perufer of the

facred writings will be fenfible, that the infpired penmen
feem, as it were, to be raifed and elevated above their or-

dinary pitch when they are on this theme, and that both

in the Old and New Teilament. Wherever there is a

ftriking paiTage in the poetic, or prophetic writings, con-

taining fentiments of the moil rapturous joy, or moil ar-

dent gratitude, there we may be fure is a prophecy of

Chriil. See the Pialmift David often thus diflinguilhing

himlelf, particularly in the following paiTage ;
'' His name

" fhall endure forever : his name fhall be continued as

" long as the fun : and men fhall be bleffed in him ; and
^' all nations (hall call him bleffed. Bleffed be the Lord
*^ God, the God of Ifrael, who only doth wondrous things.

" And bleffed be his glorious name forever ; and let the

*' whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and A-
*' nien.'\7

The apoftle Paul alfo, not only when exprefsly handling

the fubjecl, but even when he accidentally meets with it

in the illuilration of another argument, feems to fire at

the thought, and either expatiates upon it with a profufion

of eloquence and energy of exprefTion ; or colleQs as it

were, his whole force, and iurpriies us more, by difpatch-

ing it at one fingle maflerly flroke.^

Now, I would afk. Why fo many encomiums on the

mercy and grace of God in pardoning fmners througl)

Chriil, if his undertaking had not been abiblutely necef-

fary for their recovery ? Whence could arife i^o deep an

obligation to gratitude, if our ffate had not been abfolutely

deplorable, or if relief could have been obtained from any

other quarter ? 7'here muil liirely be a great impropriety

in the Scripture-language on this fubje6t, when ufed by

fome perfons agreeably to their other fentiments. And
indeed their being very Iparing of this language, avoiding

it as much as poffible, and dwelling with moft pleafure on

different themes, is a tacit confeffion and acknowledgment

of this truth.

# Pf^l. Ixxii. 17, 18, 19. b See an inllance of the firft of thefe,

Eph. iii, 17. audof tht: laft, 1 Cor. xvi. 22.
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But, befides the mercy of God to the world in general

in fending his Son to redeem us who were fold under fin,

we find in fcripture many flrong declarations of the infi-

nite mercy of God in fending the tidings of falvation to

thofe who were ignorant of them before. This appears

from feveral of the pafiages formerly cited, and many
more that might be added. I only mention one of the

apoftle Paul, recorded in the Acls of the Apofiles :
** Be

" it "known therefore unto you, that the falvation of God
'^ is fent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.^^a

Now, what is meant by this ? Were thefe Gentiles in a

way of falvation before ? and what benefit did they reap

from this intelligence ? If it be faid, that they were com-
paratively in a more advantageous fituation than before ;

this when ftridtly examined, will be found to draw after it

all the confequences fo difagreeable to the pride of man,
for which the other fuppofition is rejedltd. Or rather,

when their comparative advantages are carried [0 far as to

give any thing like a confident meaning to the above and
other paOfages of Scripture, it will amount entirely to the

fame thing. For I hope no Chrifiian will aflert, that any
perfon in the world, who hath the exercife of reafon, is

under a Natural, but only a Moral impofiibility,^ of co-

ming to the knowledge, and doing the will of God. If the

firft were the cafe, it would take av/ay all fin ; but the laft

is only fuchan obllinate difinclination, as is Hill confident

with guilt and blame,

a A6ls xxviii. 2 8.

h I life the words Natural and Moral impolTibility in the
fenfe in which they are ufed by the a.uthors who firft applied
that difLinclion to fubjecls of philofophy and divinity, and not
in the abfurd fenfe in which fqme late infidel writers do obfti-

nately perfifl in ufmg them. Thefe gentlemen, infiead of
meaninj^ by Natural or Phyfical necefiity or impoflibility, that
which arifes from the irrefiftible operation of the laws of nature,
and by Moral, a high degree of probability from concurring
circumllances, tell us, that Phyfical neceffity is what arifes

from the lavrs of matter ; and Moral, that Avhich arifes from
the laws of mind or fpirit. But nothing can be more evident,
than that any influence from without upon mind or fpirit, if it

\5e irrefiftible, is as much phyfical or natural neceffity as any
other. And the diftinc\ion thus explained, or perverted, is

Utterly ufelefs, when applied to morals?
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Another refleflion we may make on this fubjefl, That
according to the conftant tenor of the holy Scripture, not

only an offer of mercy for Chrift's fake mud be made to

the fmner, but a change miift be wrought on his heart

and temper fo ^reat, as to be termed a New Creation,

and a Second Birth. The firft of thefe is an aft of the

divine government, the lafi: is a work of divine power.

Now, I would beg leave to afk, How and where is this

to be expelled ? It cannot furely proceed from the influ-

ence of fabulous deities, or be the effeft of idolatrous rites.

It is not the work of man, and therefore only of the Spirit

of Chrid Should any think fit to prefume, that the ilmc-

tifying influences of the holy Ghoft are beftowed univer-

fally, though unknown to the receivers; this again anni-

hilates ?Jl the fuperior advantages of Chrifiians; and, on

the very bell poflible fLippofition, is an affertion thrown

out at random, and altogether deditute of fupport from

the oracles of truth.

A third obferv^.tion I would make. That this fcheme

alone makes the foundation of tlie gofpel fufficient to bear

the fuperftrufture. Nothing elfe can fufficiently account

for the coil: and expence, if I may fpeak fo, that have been

laid out in the redemption of man. It is very evident, that

both the prophets in the Old Teftament, and the apolUes

in the New, are at great pains to give us a view of the

glory and dignity of the PERSON of CHRIST. With
what magnificent titles is he adorned ? What glorious at-

tributes are afcribed to him ? And what mighty works are

faid to be done by him ? All thefe confpire to teach us,

that he is truly and properly God, God over all, bleffed

for ever. On the other hand, How much is his humilia-

tion and abafement infilled on ; the reproach and con-

tempt of his life, the pain and ignominy of his death ?

And the infinite value of his fufferings, arifmg from thefe

two united confiderations? Nothing can more plaioly fliew

the guilt and mifery of man, than that {o great a perfoii

Ihould be employed in refcuing him, fo infinite a price

paid for his ranl'om. If fuch a propitiation was neceffary

for the heirs of glory, how hopelefs mull be the (late of
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tliofe who have no claim to, or intereft in, or Jependence

upon it ta

The lad obfervation I am to make at prefent, is, That

the fcheme above laid down, is alfo moll agreeable to the

vilib'.e Hate of the world, and furnifhes the plain and the

only fufFicient anfvver to the old objcflion againll the

Chriflian revelation, the v/ant of univerfality. This af-

fertion to fome will appear furprifing, as it feems to have

been on purpofeto avoid or anfwer this objedion, that all

the other opinions have been formed. Hov/ever, they

ilill leave the obje<fl:ion in all its force; nay, it is often fup-

ported and ftrengthened by the reafonings npon them.

But, on the principles above laid down, it is capable of

the following plain and eafy folution. It is of the infinite

mercy and free grace of God, that he did net leave all

mankind to perifli in a (late of fm and mifery. Where
then lies the difficulty in believing, that fome only, and
not all, are faved, or are furniflied with the means of falva-

tion ? If all are juftly liable to wrath, upon wd"iich the

whole gofpel is built, mercy to a part can never be impro-

bable, or unworthy of God, on account of the ruin in the-

reft: fo that the obje6tion can only take its rife from doubt:

or difbelief of that firft and fundamental truth.

If a prince had a number of traitors in his power, whofe

treafon vv'as '^f the moll aggravated and inexcufable kind,

and we fliould be informed that he had granted a free par-

don to fome, and left the reft to fuffer the juft punifnment
cF their crime; would it be the leaf! objection againR his

clemency, that it extended only to a ^tltcX number of the

offenders ? or would it be any jull imj^eachment of his

management, or render the intelligence incredible, fnp-

pofmg the prince to be udfe, as w^ell as gracious ? The
cafe is precifely the fame with God. If it be but granted,

that it is Alercy extended to thofe who efcape, this abfo-

a It is a flron^ confirmation of this, that it holds almod
without except'on, in comparino; the fentimcnts and fchemes
cf the different parties of Chriflians, that thofe who have the
fli9:htefl f-nfe cf the neceffiry of atonement, and the £<;reateft

bias to a felf-righteoiis plan, are always moil difpofed to leflTen

the ^lory of our Redeemer's perfon ; lean moil to, or judge
xncfl favorably of the Socinian ^v Arian hypothefis.
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Ititely deflroys the force of any objection that can bs
drawn from the number or circumftances of thofe that

perifl^i.

There is in this refpe^l a beautiful and inflrudlive ana-

logy between the courfe of divine Providence, and the me-
thods of divine grace; and much in both muil be refolved

into the wifdom and fovereignty of God. There is an
immenfe variety in the diftribution both of natural ad-

vantages and fpiritual ble dings ; and it is vain for us to

expeCl that we Ihould be able to afilgn the whole, or in-

deed almoit any, of the grounds either of the one or the

other. But if neither fort is merited, if both are the ef-

fects of free undeferved bounty, this cuts off all caufe of

complaint ; and as to the difference which we obferve in

faft, particularly v/ith regard to tlie lall, w^e mull be con-

tent to fay, with the apollle Paul, " For God hath conclu-
" ded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy up-
*' on all. O the depth of the riches both of the wifdom and
'^ knowledge of God ! How unfearchable are his judg-
'* ments, and his ways pad finding out V^a

From thefe obfervations it will plainly appear, that de-

parting from the principles above laid down, is a Mtrj

great injury to the caufe of truth, and flrengthens that of

infidelity. If they are founded upon the word of God, as

I hope has been fufficiently proved, then no good can pof-

fibly flow from foftening or difguifmg them, in order to

I^S^tw their oppofition to the pride and prejudices of cor-

rupt minds. Has fuch conduct in ficl leffened the num-
ber of inndels, or reconciled them to the doftrlne of Ghrift ?

On the contrary, have they not become more numerous,

and m,ore hold in their oppofition to the gofpel, in pro-

portion to the attempts that have been and are made to

fuit it to their talle ? Nay, have they not made ufe of in-

numerable paQages from Chriftian writers in fupport of

their own caufe? For in all fuch cafes, as Gbriftians fpeak

merely the language of natural religion, or magnify the

prefent powers of the humin mind, in order to rear up a

ieif-righteous fcheme, they are confidered by infidels, and

i'.j'th^, not as defending the gofpel with fuccefs, but as

m Rom. xi. 32, 33,
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yielding up the great point in debate, and coming over to

their own party.

I proceed now to make fome praQical improvement of

this Ibbjed. And, in the

I ft place, From what hath been faid, you may fee the

real, the unfpeakable moment of propagating Chrifliaa

knowledge. It is indeed, fo far as it is cordially embraced,

turning men " from darknefs to light, and from the pow-
" er of Satan unto God." Thefe words have a deep and
interefling meaning, if underflood as above, but not other-

wife. Let us only fuppofe thofe who deny or call in

queftion the abfolute neceffity of falvation through Chrift,

employed as miffionaries in converting the Heathens :

how cold, how ambiguous and inconclufive the arguments

with which they would endeavor to prefs the change I

But the view of it given abov^e, mull: in the flrongefl: man-
ner difpofe every ferious perfon to fupport fuch a delign,

and powerfully animate to diligence thole who are em-
ployed in carrying it into execution.

It is allowed by all, that doing good, and communica-
ting happinefs, is the moft excellent charadler; that pro-

moting the interell: of our brethren of mankind, is a na-

tural fruit and exprelTion of our love to God, and an imi-

tati-on of the divine benignity. But what comparifon is

there between any ads of beneficence that regard only the

prefent life and the welfare of the body, and thofe that

aiFedl the everlafling interefl of an immortal fpirit ? As
far as God's redeeming grace is fuperior to his providenti-

al care, fo far mu(l our fmcere and fuccefsful endeavors to

promote the falvation of the foul, excel any relief or help

\ve can give to the wants of the body.

The laft of thefe purpofes, hov/ever, is often celebrated

by infidels, in oppofition to the other, which they delight

in treating v/ith derifion and fcorn. But as nothing can
be m.ore evident than its comparative excellence, fuppo-

fmg its reality ; fo there is not the leafl contrariety be-

tween the two defigns: fo far from it, that they are fcrong-

ly connedled together, and are always belt promoted in

conjun^lion. There may bo indeed ilngle inftances of

perfons, froTi cR^ntation or other falfe motives, parting

Vol. II. Z z
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with their goods to feed the poor, who have no true love

to God or their brethren. But in general, it is certain,

that thofe who have " their trealure in heaven; who love
'' not the world, nor the things of the world ;" (which,

however hard a faying it n:iay appear, is the real chara6\er

of every Chrillian) will more eaiily communicate of what
they polTefs to thofe who (land in need. True religion

always enlarges the heart, and ftrengthens the focial tie.

Every behever mull view his poor brethren in feveral en-

dearing lights, as children of the Umie heavenly Father,

as under the fame original guilt, dependent on the fame
Saviour, and preparing for the fame judgment; whereas

wicked men, however various their charaders, do habitu-

ally, by luxury and felf-indulgence of fome kind or other,

feed their pride, increafe their wants, and inflame their

appetites. This not only gives them a narrow turn of

mind, but often wailes their fubflance ; and fo necelTari-

ly obilrudls their liberality, by taking av/ay both the in-

clination and ability to beftow.

And as thofe who have a juft concern for the everlalling

intereft of odiers, will be moil difpofed to relieve their

prefent dillreffes ; fo the bounty of fuch will always be

l3eil direcled, and followed with the happieft effeds. They
never feparate the two great ends, of making men happy
in this world, and heirs of eternal life; and will therefore

have it as their chief care, to promote indullry and fobrie-

ty in all whom they take upon them to fupply. It is too

often feen, that what is dignified with the finefi names,

and reprefented as the eiTecl of generofity, humanity, and

companion, is wholly without merit in the giver, perni-

cious and hurtful to the receiver. How many diifolute

livers are not covetous, only becaufe they are under the

dominion of a contrary paiiion ? In the mean time, what

they bellow, is eith*:'r entirely thrown away by an indif-

criminate profufion; or, as is more commonly the cafe, it

is worfe than throv/n away, being confined to the mofi:

worthlefs of all wretches, wl^o are their affiftants or com-
panions in their crimes. In oppcfition to this, a real

Chrillian, fupremely governed by the love of God, will

direct every action to his glory; and while compallicn,
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ilrengthenecl by a fenfe of duty, excites him to deal his

bread to the liungty, he will have a flill fuperior folicitude

to preferve them from fin, Inilead of an injucHcious fup-

ply of fuel to their laft, which is eafy to a flothful, and
gratifying to a carnal mind, he will endeavor to fit them
for heaven, by fuitable inftrudion; and refcue them from
want and idlenefs in this world, by lawful induftry.

T.hefe two great purpofes have been jointly promoted
by the fociety in Scotland for propagating Glirillian knovv^-

ledge. They have been promoted with a mofl laudable

zeal and diligence, and with a fuccefs fully equal to the

means the fociety are poiTefTed or furnifhed with for carry-

ing them on. The promoting of true religion, loyalty,

and induflry, in the highlands of Scotland, was the firil

obj eel of their care: and the importance of encouraging

it has been reprefented in the lirongeft light on many
former occafions of this fort, and is well known. But
there is another part of their defign, to fpread the know-
ledge of Ghriil, the only Saviour of fumers, among the un-

enlightened Heathen nations. On this, the fubjedt of my
difcourfe leads me to fpeak a little more particularh^

Of the importance of fuch a defign every one who be-

lieves the gof[:)el niufl: be fenfJole. But, except the very

reflrifled efforts of the fociety, little or nothing has ever

been attempted by the Britilli nation. And is not God,
in his righteous Providence towards us at prefent, mani-
fedly and feverely puniihing us for this neglect? Are we
not engaged in war with a potent and formidable neigh-

bor, in which the fupreme Difpofer of all events hath vifi-

bly written difappointment on every one of our attempts?

Did not this war take its rife from the difputed limits of

our territories in America? And are not our colonies in

that part of the world expofed to the mofl cruel and mer-
cilefs depredations? Are not families, which ought to be
quiet and peaceable habitations, frequently alarmed in the

filence of the night with the cry of v/ar; and the tendereft

relations often butchered in each other's prefence, and
that by a people of a llrange language, while the weak mo-
ther and helplefs infant can only lift a fupplicating eye,

but r-anagt afe for mercy? Who then are the inRrumeuts
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of this cruelty? Mall we not anfwer, Thofe very Indians,

a great part of v/hofe territory we polTefs, and whom, with

a contempt equally impolitic and unchriftian, we fuffer

to continue in ignorance of the only living and true God,

and Jefus Chrift whom he hath lent ?

Such a particuhtr interpretation of the language of Pro-

vidence may be thought bold ; but there are many cir-

cumftances which, in a manner, conftrain us to confefs

its propriety. We have been a nation early and long fa-

vored with the light of divine truth, and are therefore

bound to communicate it to others. That diftant country

was a refuge to many of our pious forefluhers, when flying

from the rage of ecciefiafiic tyranny ; and the territory

either taken from, or cedod to us by thefe people, has been

the great fource of wealdi and power to this nation. But

what feems chiefly to warrant this application is, that the

care taken by our enemies to convert the Indians, is the

chief, if not the ^\ng]^ caufe of their fu perior interefl

among that people. Their free, independent manner of

living, makes the Britifli temper, character, and cuftoms,

in all other refpedts miore agreeable to them. But being

once converted, not to the ChrilHan faith, but to the Ro-

mifii fuperflition, they are inviolably attached to the

French interefr. And that politic, but fraudulent nati-

on, are able to cover and excufe their own treacherous

defigns, by the ungovernable and lavage barbarity of their

Indian allies.

Can there be therefore a more noble, a more important,

or more neceflary exercife of Chriftian charity, than ena-

bling the fociety to carry on their ufeful and falutsry

ichemes, efpecially to extend their mifiions to the Indian

tribes? Who that knows the value of immortal fouls, can

refufe to contribute his fliare in promoting this excellent

defign? Who that fears the juil judgment and difpdeafure

of God, can refufe to take this liep, amongfl others, evi-

dently neceflary for averting his threatened vengeance ?

And who that loves his Redeemer's name, but mull defire

that it fnould be adored from the rifmg to the fetting fun ?

The boldnefs and atlivity of finners in fpreading every

fpecies of coi ruptipn, fliould excite an emulation in be-
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Jievers not to be behind hand in the fervice of a much
better m after. Have we not feen much profane zeal dif-

covered in fupport of the moft pernicious and criminal

amufements, which confume time, enervate the body, and
pollute the mind? And fliall there not be a like concern

to promote knowledge and holinefs in the uncivilized

parts of our own country, and to carry the glad tidings of

the gofpel of peace to thofe who now lit in darkn^fs, and
in the region and fliadow of death? Are there not many
to whom the name of a Saviour is precious, "even as

" ointment poured forth ;" who burn with defire, that

the riches of divine grace, which can never be exhaufled,

may be more largely difFufed ? And will not all fuch

chearfully and liberally contribute to extend the bounds
of their Redeemer's kingdom, in the profpeft of that blefC

ed time, when the knowledge of God fliall cover the earth

as the waters cover the fea ? Or of that ilill more glori-

ous period, when every veflel of mercy, from the eaft,

weft, north and fouth, fliall be gathered together, and fit

down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, in the king-

dom of their Father ?

I fliall now conclude my difcourfe, by preaching this

Saviour to all who hear me, and intreating you, in the

moft earneft manner, to believe In Jefus Chrift; " for there
'^ is no falvation in any other." This is far from being

unneceifary or im.proper, even in an audience of profeff-

ing Chriftians. Wherever there is a national profelTion

of the gofpel, there are always many who, though they re-

tain the name of Chriftians, are ftrangers to real faith in

Chrift, or union with God through him ; nay, vvho in their

hearts are enemies to the truth in its ftmplicity and purity.

It is in vain to attempt, by reafoning, to bring men to an
acknov/ledgment of the truth of the Chriftian dcdlrine in

fpeculation, unlefs we alfo bring them to fuch a perfonal

conviclion of their guilt and v/retchednefs, as will make
them receiv^e the information of Chrift's character and
work, as glad tidings to their own fouls. No other con-

verts receive any benefit themfelves by the change ; nor

fire they of any fervice to Chrift and his caufe, except h
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far as they are over-ruled by the fovereign providence of

that God who only can '•' bring good out of evil."

Wherefore, my beloved hearers, be perfuaded, from the

word of God, which you profefs to believe, from the (late

of the world, which you may fee, and of your own hearts,

which you may feel, that you are by nature wretched, and

miferabie, and poor, and blind, and naked. You are lo

far from having fuch a conformity to the pure and perfect

law of God, in your thoughts, Vv'ords, and actions, and the

principles from which they ought to flow, as can entitle

you to his favor, that the imaginations of your hearts are

only evil from your youth, and that continually. What-
ever imaginary fchemes of a virtuous charadler you may
reft or glory in, you are wholly unable to Hand the trial of

God's impartial judgn-ient. Oh! how hard is it to con-

vince men of (in, even while the earth groans under their

^uilt ? V/ould but thofe who are molt apt to boalt of the

dignity of their nature, and the perfcdiion of their virtue,

make an exact regider of all the thoughts that arife in their

minds; there remains ftill as much of the law of God
written upon their hearts, as v/ould judge them out of

their own mouths. Initead of being able to bear that fuch

a record Ihould be expofed to public view, they could not

even endure themfeives to perufe it: for felf-flattery is

their ruling charader, but felf-abhorrence would be the

effect: of this difcovery. Ought you not therefore to be

ready to acknowledge, that you are altogether as an un-

clean thing, and unable to ftand before God if he enter

into judgment I But whether you acknowledge it or not,

I bear from God himfelf this meflage to you all, that what-

ever may be your character, formed upon worldly max-
ims, and animated by ambitious and worldly views, if

you are not reconciled to God through Jefus Chrilt, if

you are liot clothed with the fpotlefs robe of his righteouf-

iiefs, you muft for ever periih.

But behold, tlu'ough this man is preached unto you the

forgivenefs of fms. There is a fuinefs of merit in his obe-

dience and death to procure your pardon. There is no
fm of fo deep a dye, or fo infectious a Irain, but his blood

js fuHicient to v.'afn ii out. This is no new doctrine^ or
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modern difcovery, to gratify a curious mind. Perhaps

you have heard fuch things {0 often, that you naufeate and
difdain the repetition. But they are the words of eternal

life, on which your fouls' falvation abfolutely depends
;

and therefore, though this call fhould come but once more
to be rejeded, it is yet again within your offer ; and as

" an ambaflador from Chrifl, as though God did befeech
" you by me, I pray you in Chrift's Head be ye reconciled
" unto God." You have heard the danger of all who are

without Chrift ; but I befeech you remember the aggra-

vated guilt, and the fuperior danger of thofe who continue

obdinate under the gofpel. All the mercy that is fnovvn

to fmners in the offer, fiiall inflame the charge againfl them
in the great day, if they are found impenitent. Mercy
and judice are never feparated in any part of the gofpel

plan. They illuftrate each other in the contrivance, they

Ihine together on the crofs, and they fhall be jointly ma-
nifeft in the day of judgment. Shall not the blood of

Chrifl, v/hich is fo powerful in its influence for taking

away the guilt of thofe who trull in it, greatly add to the

guilt and danger of thofe v/ho defpife it ?
*' Be wife now,

'' therefore, O ye kings," and ail of every rank ;
" be in-

" {lru(!ted, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord v/ith

" fear, and rejoice v/ith trembling. Kifs the Son, left he
'"' be angry, and ye perifh from the way, when his wrath
'' is kindled but a little: bleffed are all they that put their

" trufl in him.?'cz





C 369 ]

AH

INQUIRY
INTO THE

SCRIPTURE MEANING

OF

C H A R I T Y,

IN a note in the fefmon on A£ls iv. il. " Neither is

" there falvation in any other," the reader will find,

that I have intimated two things : i. That if a favorable

judgment of the opinions of others, be the fcripture mean-
ing of chanty^ then certainly fome bounds mufl be fet to

it; and it muft be praife or blame worthy, according to

the cafes in which it is exercifed. 2. That I am inclined

to think, diat this is not the meaning of the word in fcrip-

ture ; but that it means an ardent and unfeigned love to

others, and a defire of their welfare, temporal and eternal

;

and may vtry well confift with the ftrongeft abhorrence of

their wicked principles, and the deeped concern for their

dangerous flata. At the fame time it was hinted, that

this fubjecl deferved a more diflintl: and full illullration.

1 was fufEciently aware, even at the time of writing, that

this declaration would bring down upon me the high dif-

pleafure of certain perfons. And fo indeed it happened,

to fuch a de,£jree, that fome, according to their wonted
candor, and (in their awn fenfe) moft charitable interpre-

Vol. II, J A
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tation, have afErmed, that I had in that paflage, openfy
declared againll charity. This hath induced me, on no-
tice ofafecond edition being intended, to offer a few're-
fledlionsonthisfubjea; which I hope fliall be conduaed
in as cool and critical a manner, as can in reafon be de-
fired, that I may not offend againil charity, even when
writing upon the fubjed.

Let me begin by lettling precifely the fubjea of the in-

quiry. It will, or at lealt ought to be, acknowledged, that

with many the current meaning of the word chanty is-,

to have a favorable opinion of the fentiments of others,

who are fuppofed to differ from us; that is to fay (for it is

not vtxy t^Sy to define it clearly) to think, that they are

mnocently miilaken in judgment, and that they have as

honellly inquired after truth as ourfelves ; and therefore to

conclude, that as perlbns truly fincere, and a6ling accord-
iiig to their light, they fliall meet with the final acceptance
of God. That this is the meaning with many, if it fhould

be denied, I prove from the following circumltance, that

charity in fentiment, or cb.arity in general (except when
k is taken in a limited fenfe, as fignifying bounty to the

pool) is always applied to thofe who differ from us, and
never to thofe who agree "vvith us; and- indeed it is about

the difference that it is- fuppofed to be exercifed.

I. Now, theyfr^/ thing I obferve upon this is, that if

the above be the fcripture meaning of charity, then cer-

tainly fome bounds muft be fet to it; and it muff be praife

or blame- worthy according to the cafes in which it is ex-

ercifed. I make this fuppofition, becaufe though it is

propofed in the courfe of thefe remarks, to fliow, that the

above is not the fcripture meaning of the word; yet there

is really, within certain limits, a duty of this kind pre-

fcribed to us in fcripture, but never called charity. The
duty I mean is mutual forbearance, and guarding againll

rafli judgment ; but it is remarkable, that neither in the

defcription of this duty, nor in the arguments urging to

the praQice of it, is the word charity^ or the neceffity of

charity, ever once introduced. <^ The proper objeds of

« I do not know whether I fhould call it an exception fom
^lis, that in one palTage, when the Apoflle Paul is fpeaking of
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forbearance are matters of indifference, or rather matters

of comparatively fmall moment; and the ^m of rafli judg-

ing confifts in believing things to be of more moment
than ':hey are, and attributing outward actions or expref-

fions to bad motives or principles, without neceffity. I

fay, without neceffity ; becaufe it is allowed by every ju-

dicious and accurate writer upon rafn judging, that a per-

fon cannot be chargeable vi\i\\ this fin, merely for think-

ing ill of another's temper or pra:6lice, upon clear and ir-

refiftible evidence. To do othervvife, in many cafes, is

either wholly impoffible, or argues a weaknefs of under-
Itanding ; which cannot be the obje^l of approbation, nor
conl'eqaently of imitation.

Let us therefore fuppofe, that this duty of forbearance,

which indeed I take to be wholly diilinft in its nature, is

the charity fo flrongly recommended, and fo highly ap-

plauded in fcripture, and that it is to be exercifecl with
regard to the opinions of others. In that cafe it muft have
certain bounds, for the following reafons,

I. If it were othervvife, we fliould then either want a

meaning for many declarations and precepts in fcripture;

or, which is worfe, iliould perceive them to be evidently

abfurd and ill founded. That I may not tire the reader,

I fliall not adduce the tenth part of what is faid on this

fubje^l in fcripture ; but mud beg of him to weigh the

following paflages, and to make fome reflections on their

manifeff purpofe : Jude v. 3,4, '' Beloved, when I gave
" all diligence to write unto you of the common falvati-
** on, it was needful for me to write unto you, and ex-
" hort you, that ye fliould earnedly contend for the faith
" which was once delivered unto the faints. For there
" are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of

tlie oppofite fms, of judging others on the one hand, or defpi-
iing them on the other, he introduces walking charitably. But
it is in a fenfe quite oppohte to v/hat it would have been uled
in by cue pleading for the modern charity. It is net the man
v/lio judges rafnly that he charges with uncharitablenefs, but
him who defpifeth his weak brother, and is at no piiins to
avoid giving offence : Rom. xiv. 15. " But if thy brother be
*.^ grieved v/ith thy meat, now walkeft thou not charitabiv*

^l
Dciiroy not him with thj meat for whom Chrlil died."
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" old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turn*
** ing the grace of our God into lafcivioufnefs, and deny-
" ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift."

—

Here I think is plainly a duty with regard to opinions,

altogether different from that of forbearance. The one

requires us not fo much as to judge our brethren ; th^

other requires us to contend earneftly with them. The
one fuppofes the trifling difference to be wholly buried

;

the other implies, that it fhould be kept clearly in view,

and all poflible pains taken to fupport the truth, and to

refute the error. The one fuppofes entire peace and uni-

on ; the other implies a firm and refolute oppofuion, fo a§

to come to no terms which imply confent or approbation.

The phrafeology through the whole paiTage teaches us to

interpret it as I have done ;
'' There are certain men,"

fays he, " prept in unawares ;" plainly fignifying, that

if they had not crept in fecretly, they would not, or ought

not to have been fuftered to come in openly. Now, if

charity and forbearance be the fanie thing, here are fome

pcrfons defcribed, whom we are not to forbear, and confe-

quently for whom we are to have no charity: therefore it

nrnft have fome limitation. Let it be as extenlive as you

will, it is not boundlefs.

Titus i. lo, II, 13. '' For there are many unruly and
*' vain talkers and deceivers, efpecially they of the cir-

" cumcifion; whofe mouths mud he Hopped, who fubvert

'' whole houfes, teaching things which they ought not, for

" filthy lucre's fake.—Wherefore, rebuke them iliarj)ly,

" that they may be found in the faith." Now, let me aik

any unprejudiced reader, whether fliarp rebuke be not ^

very different thing from forbearance ? How can you re-

buke thofe whom you may not fo much as judge ? or why
iliould you attempt to make them found in the faith, if

they are already received of God ? As it is'^xprefled,

Rom. xiv. 3. Befides, what is the meaning of fubverting

whole houfes ? and of Hopping the mouths of the falfe

teachers, to prevent or remedy this fubverlion ? In the

fame epiftle, chap. iii. 10. the apofile fays, '' A man that

*•* is an heretic, after the firfl and fecond admonition, rp-

^* jedi> Does not this fuppofe, that it is pollible for a
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man to be a heretic ? Does not the apoQle here ordain a

fentence of expulfion to be pafTed againft him, after the

pains taken to reclaim him appear to be fruitlefs ? It is

plain, therefore, that if charity be the fame with forbear-

ance, it mull have linvru,",; for if every body mufl; be for-

born, then certainly nobody can be expelled.

I mufl not here pafs by an allonifhing interpretation

put by fome, and men of learning too, upon the following

verfe of the fame chapter: *' Knowing that he that is fuch,

*' is fubverted and finneth, being condemned of himfelf;"

that is, fay fome, no man is an heretic in the fenfe of this

paffage, but who is fclf-condemned, or is a6ling contrary

to his own convidlion ; fo that he mud be rejected, not

for the error of his judgment, but for the obftinacy and

depravation of his heart. I do not remember t© have k^n
any ftronger inftance of the power of prejudice, than gi-

ving fuch a fenfe to the word self•condemned. If any man
can really conceive a cafe in his own mind, of a heretic

obftinately perfifting in his error, and fuffering for it, in

oppofition to his own inward convidlion, and at the fame
time this circumflance clearly afcertained as the foundati-

on of his fentence, I wifli he would teach me hov/ to con-

ceive it: at prefent it feems to me utterly i.npofTible. If

any perfon thus fpeaks lies in hypccrify, is it to be fup-

pofed, that he will confefs it? and if he do not confeis,

hovv^ is it polTible to prove it ? The plain meaning of be-

ing condemned of himfelf, in this paffage, is, that his er-

rors are fo contradiftory to the other articles of his faith,

fuch an abjuration of his former profeflion, and generally

tend fo much to immorality in pradlice, that he is con-

demned as it were out ol his own mouth.

In the 2d epidle of John, the apofile fays, ver. 9, 10, ii,
**• V/hofoever tranfgrelleth, and abideth not in the do(5lrine

*' of Chrifi;, hath not God : he that abideth in the do6lrine

^" of Cliriil, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there

" come any unto you, and bring not this dodrine, receive
** him not into your houfe ; neither bid him God fpeed:
" for he that biddeth him Gcd fpeed, is partaker of his evil

" deeds." I fhall not (lay to examine nicely the import

pi not receiving iuch a one into cur houfe, and not bidding
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him God fpeecl. It is fufficient for my purpofe, that no
lenfe can be put upon it low enough to make it agreeable

to the treatment \ve ought to give to our brethren whom
we are forbidden to judge. 'J'hefe we are to receive, as

Chrift hath received them, and t-^ keep the unity of the

Spirit in the bond of peace.

To all thefe I only add, without any reflexion upon it,

the reproof of Chrift to the church of Pergamos: Rev. ii.

14. " But I have a few things againft thee, becaufe thou

" hafl there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who
*' taught Balac to caft a ftumbling-block before the children

" of Ifrael, to eat things facriliced unto idols, and to com-
*' mit fornication. So haft thou alfo them that hold the

** do6trine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.''

2. If charit}^ be the fiim.e with forbearance, it muft

Iiave limits, or it would be the ftrongell impeachment of

divine wifdom and goodnefs, in not giving marks fuffici-

ently clear to diftinguifli truth from falfehood. If we are

to entertain a favorable opinion of the fentiments and ftate

of others, it muft be entirely founded on the fuppofition,

that they have inquired with honefty and impartiality ;

and that they are not blinded by prejudice or corrupt paf-

fions. This I fuppofe will be readily allowed; becaufe it

is the ufual way of fpeaking or v/riting on the fubjeft.

' They may be miftaken,' it is often fald, 'but v/ithout

^ their fault : they may have freely and impartially inqui-

' red, and yet may, after all, think difFerenily with equal

' fincerity.' This, 1 contend, can only hold in matters of

fmall moment, and in themfelves of a doubtful nature ;

and in thefe, the .obfervation is juft, and correfponds with

reafon, fcripture, and experience. But in truths of the

highell: moment, if there are any fuch at all, to fuppofe that

men equally fmcere and impartial, may, notvvithllanding,

have fentiments diredly cppofite, feems to me an impeachr

nient of divine wifdom. How can it be, unlefs the evi-

dences for and againft them, be pretty equally balanced ?

How is the judgment determined at all, but by a fort of

compound ratio, to fpeak in the language of mathemati-

cians, of the outward evidence, and the prepoffeffion of

the mind? Strong prepoflefTions will account for any opi?
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nion, hov/ever ablurd ; but if two perfons of equal capaci-

ty, and equal integrity, draw oppofite conclufions on any

queilion, it muft certainly arife from the djubtfulnefs of

the qaeftion itfclf. Now, if there be any truths of mo-

mem; not attended with fuiTicient evidence, how can we
acquit or juftify the conduct of Providence ? There does

not feein to me to be any altern:uive; but we mufi: lay the

blame either upon the evidence, or the mind; that is to

fay, in other words, it mufl be put to the charge either of

God or man.

3. If charity is the fame thing with forbearance, it muft

have fome liniits; otherwiie the value of truth itfelf is

abfolutely annihilated. If I am to believe a man in as

fafe a ilate, and as much accepted of God, in one opinion

as another, upon all lubjeds, it is plain, not only that

every truth is of equal moment with another, but that

truth and error are of equal value. This, I think, is in-

difputable; for if it makes no dilFerence, either in point

of character or liate, I fee nothing tV^Q from which their

value can be eftiniated. What then becomes of all the

fine encomiutr.s v^e have on the bc-auty, the excellence,

the importance of truth ? the neceffity and benefit of free-

dom of inquiry ? It would be much better to be fatisfied

with any opinions, be they what they will, than to give

way to doubts and fufpicions, to fatigue our minds, and
v^^afte our time in long and difficult refearches. If it be

faid, that they may be the fame as to the iincerity of the

inquirer, but different principles may have different efFeds

in practice; this is yielding up the point in debate: for if

one opinion leads to holinefs, and another to wickednefs^

in practice, they can never be in the fame Hate of fafety,

nor equally acceptable to God, v/ho hold thefe oppofite

fentiments. Befides, it is com.m.on with the advocates-

for this miftaken fort of charity, in order the better to fup-

port their opinion, to deny this dilFerence in eiFed", and
to fay, ' It is no matter what a man's opinions are, if hiS'

'^
life be good.' Now, it is evident, that this alFertion is

abfurd; or rather the fuppofition is impOiTible, unlefs the

influence of truth and lalfehood upon the life, be abfolutely

eG|ual. Graivt but the leaft fuper^ority or advantage to one-
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above the other, and the argument is defiroyed; for if

truth be better than falfehood, it mull be fome matter what

a man's opinions are, in order to his life's being good.

How weak and inconfiftent creatures are we ! The very

ikme perfons who make the greateil llir about a pretended

fearch after truth, and freedom of inquiry, will needs have

it, that Chridian charity implies, that all opinions are

alike, and ought to be treated with equal refpe^l : and

then, to crown all, they give us the moft hideous piftures

of the terrible efFeds of fuperllition, and certain religious

ientiments which they are pleafed to condemn. Alas!

where is the charity then ? Are all opinions equal ? Is it

no matter what a man's opinions are, if his life be good ?

At lafi: you have found out fome w^hofe lives are ill by the

impulfe of their opinions. Certainly, charity, in the

fenfe of forbearance or approbation, is not due to them.

4. If charity is the fame v/ith forbearance, it niull have

fome limits; becaufe otherwife things would be carried to

an extravagant length; and fuch cafes might be fuppofed

as very few would be willing to admit, and indeed J think

no man can rationally admit. I might give a multitude

of poihble examples; but, for the greater fatisfadiion of

the reader, fnall only mention a ^dw that are reaL

(i) Within the Chriflian church, there are not only

different, btu oppofne opinions, and mutually dellrudlve

of each other. Thofe who hold them, on each fide, not

only fay, but think, that their adverfaries are guilty of

impiety and blafphemy, Let us take for indance, the

Calvinids and Socinians. Read the writings of the ftrft,

and you will fee, that tliey confider their adverfaries as

taking away the very foandation of the gofpel, denying

the only Lord God that bought them, and as guilty of

grofs idolatry in giving divine worfliip to one v/hom they

believe to be a creature. Again, if you read the writings

of the lall, you w'ill iind them charging their L^.dverfarics

with blafphemy of the moll horrible nature, au-! JiCt only

making a god different from the true God, biw v.^'-h a ouq

as is more cruel and vindictive than the very devils.—
Now, I defire to know how the one of the!;: lorts u per-*

fons can have a favorable opinion of the flate and fenti-
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ments of the oppofite, without renouncing their own ? I

do freely acknov/Iedge, as I have formerly done, that I

never did elleem the Socinians to be Chriftians; and yet

find nothing more eafy, or indeed more necelTary, than to

have charity for them, in what I take to be the fcripture

fenfe of that word. But in the modern fenfe it appears

to me utterly impoflible. For the very fame reafon, if

any who had embraced thefe principles ihould pretend,

that he had fuch charity for me, as to efleem and receive

me as a faithful minider of Chrill, I would confider it as

a profelBon altogether hypocritical, or that he did not be-

lieve a Vv'ord of his cv/n fy (lem. The truth is, I cannot
help thinking, from the manner of conducing theological

controverfies, that it is very common for many to plead
for that charity to themfelves which they never give to

their adverfaries ; while the power of prejudice hinders

them from obferving the inconfiftency between their rea-

foning and practice. /1:

(2) Thofe who deny and oppofe the gofpel altogether,

have juft the fame title to our charity, and we are obliged

to believe, that they are honeft and impartial inquirers,

and therefore accepted of God. Now, if there be any
thing in the world clear from fcripture, it is, that we are

not to approve or receive iuch perfons; that they are not
the objects of forbearance ; and, by confequence, not of

that charity that confiits in forbearance : on the contrary,

the zeal and adlivity of the apollles was wholly employed
in bringing unbelievers to the knowledge and confefTion

of the truth ; for which they deferve very little prafie, if

their ftate v/as fafe, and their character unexceptionable,

before. And as to perfon among us denying the gofpel,

a I could f^Ive many inftances of this furprifmg' inadvertency
in writers of the very firft character : I fliall only mention one,
of the renowned earl of Shafieibary. His darling theme is, to-

(how, that every thing whatever is for the general good ; that
even the woril men are guided at bottom T>y a benevolent prin-
ciple; yet even while expatiating on the goodnefs of the whole
fyftem of beings, he takes every opportiuiity of falling upon the
clergy, whom He allows to be purely evil, without containing^
any good, or tendency to promote it : A defect in his ov/n
fcheme, to which he doth not I'eem to have attended.

Vol. IL ? B
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after examination, I do not fee how any perfon can think

them impartial in rejecting it, without a very poor opinion

of the evidence for receiving it.

(3) Even in point of morals, there have been, and are

at this time, opinions fo very grofs, that few will look

upon the ftate of thofe who hold them as fate ; and yet if

forbearance is charity, and the charity is unlimited, they

muft alfo be taken in. There have been feveral, who
certainly were fmcerely of opinion, that fornication and
other uncleannefs, was lawful. So great a man as

David Hume, efq. has adopted a fentence from a French
writer: *' Female infidelity, when it is known, is a fmall
*' matter ; and when it is not known, it is nothing."—

-

The very fame writer feems alfo either to defend, or great-

ly to alleviate, unnatural lull. And many highwaymen
have actually reafoned themfelves into an opinion of the

lawfulnefs of robbery, by alledging, that God never made
the world with this vieu^, that fome iliould have too' much
and others fliould ftarve ; and therefore they had a right

to a fliare, and might levy it wherever they could find it.

The truth is, there are more of thefe grofs and erroneous

opinions than many are aware of; for men are feldom at

eafe on the commliTion of fm, till they have found fome
way to fatisfy their own minds, hy wrong principles.—

>

Well, are we to think all thefe honefl: and impartial in-

quirers, and to have chanty for them in the fenfe fo often

mentioned ? I imagine fome will at lail flop fliort, and
fay, there is a difiindlion to be made; thefe opinions are

formed by the influence of prejudice, and the bias of cor-

rupt affe^liions. Here then your charity fails, and you
have fet limits to your forbearance; or rather you have
given up the caufe; for all falfe opinions arife from the

the bias of corrupt afTe^lions. The fallacy of the whole

arguments on this fubjedt lies in confounding two things

very different^ viz. a man's being truly ef an opinion,

and his being {o upon fair and unprejudiced Inquiry. A-^

train of reafcnino; carried on, which is- built upon the

lad of thefe fuppofitlons, and applied to cafes where only
the- firll takes place. Perhaps fome may chufe to fay,

S5 to the cafe of immoral oplnionsj that men are not io
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be dlfapproved or condemned for the opinion in itfelf,

but for prefuming to a6l in confequence of it. To which
I anfwer, That if any man will prove the innocence of

forming fuch opinions, I will undertake to prove, with

at le2.fl equal evidence, the obligation that lies upon every

one fo perfuaded, to a6l according to his light.

5. In the lafl: place, To fuppofe that charity is the fame
thing with forbearance, and yet that it is unlimited, is

felf-contradiftory, and impoflible, in many inftances, to

be put in practice. True ChriRian charity being the in-

difpenfable duty of all, mufl at lead be poffible to all, and
confident with every other duty. Now, to believe the

fafety of the flate, or the goodnefs of the charadler of ma-
ny perfons for whom charity is pleaded, may be to fome
abfolutely impoflible. They may have a convidlion of the

contrary in their judgment. They may think, that the

fcripture clearly and explicitly commands them to feparate

from fuch people, to oppofe and detefl their errors ; and
furely there are many much more abfurd and groundlefs

opinions truly entertained. What then ihall they do ?

The fcripture commands them to contend with erroneous

perfons; and if they do, they are guilty of a breach of cha-

rity, one of the moft eflential of all gofpel duties ; for the

apoftle tells us, '' Though I fpeak with the tongue of men
*' and angels, and have not charity, I am become as found-
" ing brafs, or a tinkling cymbal."

Thus, I hope it has been proved, to the fatisfadion of

all impartial perfons, that if charity, in fcripture, is the

fame thing with that forbearance we owe to others who
differ from us, it mud have fome bounds, and be praife

or blame-worthy, according to the cafes in which it is ex-

ercifed. If it be afked. Who lliall date the bounds be-

yond v/hich it is not to extend ? I anfvver, Every one for

himfelf, according to the bed of his own judgment.
Some perhaps will contend v/ith, or judge others, for

things in v/hich they ought to forbear them ; but many
others will carry their forbearance too far, and retain er-

roneous or vicious perfons in their fociety, when they
ought to expel them. For this there is no remedy, as it is

the confequence of the weaknefs of human nature, and np
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^vay difFerent frorn what happens as to every duty incum-

bent on us as men or Chriftians.

II. Let us now come to the fecond part of this difcourfe,

and confide r what reafon there is to to believe, that charity

in fcripture, is a duty altogether diftinct from forbearance,

and founded on diftindl principles.

One general conficleration will go nigh to prove this of

itfelf, viz. That forbearance, as has been ihewn in the

preceding pages, hath limits, beyond which it is culpable;

whereas charity hath none, at lea ft as to its objeft. There

is no perfon or chara6ler that can be conceived, for which

we are allowed to be without charity. With refpe<^l: to

forbearance, the objeft of it is clearly pointed out in the

pafiages w^here it is fpoken of, and is the difference of

opinion as to fmaller matters, viz. the lawfulnefs or un-

lawfulnefs of meats and drinks, and wdiether certain days

were holy or common. But there is no paffage in which

charity is fpoken of, that gives the leaft hint, or indeed

that leaves room to fuppofe that it hath any limits as to

its obje^. Charity, v/e are told, is " the end," or fum,
*' of the commandment." And indeed it is the fame

thing with love, which is the fulfilling of the law. And
in the explication which our Lord gives of the fum of the

fecond table of the law, in anfwer to that queilion, Who
is my neighbor ? he plainly teaches us by the parable of

the Samaritan, that all men are our neighbors. There

was a great oppofition, in point of religion, between the

Jews and Samaritans ; yet he Ihews plainly, that this

ought not to obilrudl the exercife of charity, in the true

fenfe of that word. For this reafon, I think it highly pro-

bable, that forbearance is different from charity ; the one

points out our dut}^ to our fellow Chriftians in certain cir-

cumftances, and the other includes our duty to our fellow-

creatures at all times.

This will be confirmed, by refle6ling that the word which,

in fome places, is tranflated charity^ is the fame, in all other

paffages without variation in any one of them, with that

\s tranflated lo've. agape is the New Teftament word

Jbr charity ^ which, as it is generally tranilated loi:c^ fo I do
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not fee the lead reafon for altering the tranflatlon, in thofe

places where charity is fubilituted in its room. Charity

then is lone ; that is to fay, it is a fincere and fervent af-

fe6lion to others, and a defire of their welfare, temporal

and eternal. This not only may confid with, btit of itfelf

naturally produces, the ftrongell abhorrence of their wick-

ed principles, and the deepeil concern for their dangerous
Hate. There is a great affinity between the fentiments we
ought to entertain with regard to error and vice. Our
love to vicious perfons ought not to carry in it any appro-

bation or indulgence of their vices, and far lefs any belief

of the fafety of their fiate ; but an earnefl concern to bring

about their reformation. In the fame manner, a fmcere
and fervent charity for erroneous perfons, does not imply
any approbation of their opinions, or fuppofition of their

confiilency with foundnefs in the faith, but an earnefl de-

fire to recover them, if poffible, from their unhappy delu-

fion. Nay, though a man be fo narrow-minded, as to

judge thofe whom he ought to forbear, it may, very pofli-

bly, be attended with no breach of charity ; becaufe there

may be as much love to his neighbor in that perfon's

heart, and as much concern for his welfare, as if he had
feen more clearly his own miftake. The apoflle Paul
calls thefe iveak perfons, and afcribes their condudl to the

imperfetSlions of their judgment. It was the llrong, or

thofe who had more knowledge, that he blamed, as not
walking charitably, when they would not abftain from
meat, to prevent their brethren's offence.

It will be an additional confirmation of this meaning of
charity, that it makes the feveral duties of Ghriflians at

once clear and intelligible, and confident one with ano-
ther, by leaving to each its full fcope, and its proper ob-

jed. If we take charily in the fenfe which I have rejedl:-

ed, there will be a continual oppofition between zeal and
charity; and in {:>roportion as you increafe in any one of
them, you nmfl necelfarily fail in the other. And indeed
this feems to be verified in experience ; for thofe who ef-

poufe this fort of charity, do frequently fall into fo cool a
ilate in point of zeal, that they give themfelves little trou-

ble, either in inflrudling the ignorant, or reproving the
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vicious ; and are not backward in ftigniatizing thofe, as

narrow-minded and uncharitable, who do. But if we
take charity for unfeigned love, then, inllead of oppofiti-

on, there is the moft perfed harmony between one^luty

and another. So far from hindering, or even limiting

each other in their exercife, they ftrengtl^.en each other in

principle, and diredl each other in their application.

—

The more fervent love I have for my fellow-creatures

and my feilow-chriflians, it will but excite my zeal to

promote their benefit, by endeavoring to convince them
of any dangerous miitake, and deliver them from the do-

minion of every vicious pradlice. At the fame time, this

love will naturally produce forbearance, where it is law-

ful and proper ; becaufe, if 1 love any perfon fincerely,

I will judge of him candidly, and not impute any bad

fentiment or practice to him without necellity. It will

prevent us from interfering with others where we ought

not, and will urge us to activity and diligence where the

cafe feems really to call for it.

This fubjetl may be well illuflrated by parental affec-

tion, when it is both llrong in its principle, and well di-

redled in its exercife. It will certainly prevent a parent

from judging hardly of his children, or being eafily in-

cenfed againft them, on wrong or doubtful information:

but it will be fo far from making him think favorably of

their miftakes, either in principle or pra6\ice, that the

more tender his love, the greater his concern to prevent

their being milled, or to recover them if they have gone

aftray. Examples to be fure there are many, of a fort of

love in parents to their children, that operates like the

falfe charity 1 am now pleading againft, making them

blind to their failings, and even partial to their crimes:

but I think it mud be allowed, that all fuch partiality and

indulgence is aweaknefs, inflead of a virtue, in the pa-

rent, and is commonly a curfe, indead of a bleillng, to

the child. To have jud apprehenfions of the feveral du-

ties of the Chriftian life, we mud always confider their

relation to, and dependance upon one another. There

are fome fu-.s oppofite to, and dedruftive of each other

;

but there is no truly good difpofition^ that is not perfedlly
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confiHent v/lth, or rather that does not Improve and

llrengthen every other. It is remarkable, that in fcrip-

ture, the duties of reproof and corredion are frequently

attributed to love as their principle, not only in God, but

in man :
" Whom the Lord loveth he chaflifeth, and

** fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth."—" He that

** fpareth the rod, hateth his fon ; but he that loveth him,
*' chafteneth him betimes.''—" Thou flialt not hate thy
" neighbor in thy heart ; but flialt in any wife rebuke him,
** and not fufFer fm upon him."

Upon the whole, fmce this interpretation of chanty Is

not only moft agreeable to fcripture, but moll: confiltent

with itfelf, and with every other branch of the Chriftian

charadler, I hope it will be received, at leaf! fo far as to

leffen the cry of uncharitablenefs againfl thofe who, from

the united principles of love to God and man, think them-

felves obliged to oppofe the progrefs of grofs error. I

plead for this only when they make ufe of jufl and lawful

means, and adl in a manner becoming Chriftians, in

meeknefs inflructing thofe that oppofe themfelves. For
though I have fhewn, that true charity is as favorable to

^cal as to forbearance, and to both alike in their proper

place, I am fenfible that there may be zeal where there

is little or no charity; and, in that cafe, it will fliew itfelf

in *' wrath, ilrife, feditions, herefies.'' This happens
chiefly, when a v/eak perfon who judges raihly, is alfo of

an envious or malicious difpofition. The firft of thefe may
be fometimes without the other; they may, however, alfo

be joined in the fame perfon ; and then it will certainly

be attended v/ith '' confufion, and everv evil work." But
when a deep fenfe of the evil cf departing from the faith

to the perfons themfelves, and the danger of corrupt doc-

trine infeiTting the whole lump, induces any to (land up
in defence of the truth, to oppofe the introduction of er-

roneous teachers, or to attempt the expulfion of thofe who
have crept in unawares; let them be called unreafonable

if you pleafe, and let their m.illake be pointed out, but.

I beg that they may not be abufed and vilified as uncha-
rjtable. The reafon of my requeil is, that it is more than
probable they do this from a ftrong convidion, that they
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are obliged to it by the exprefs command of Chrif^. I de-

clare this to be my own perfuafion, after the mod impar-

tial fearch of the Icriptures of which I was capable ; and

certainly it is at lead poilible, that we may have, notwith-

ftanding, a fervent love to our brethren, and a defire of

their welfare. We may love them as men, even when
we cannot judge them to be faints ; and we may love

them as Chridians, even when we think they are in many
things to be blamed ; nay, 1 hope we may heartily forgive

them as enemies, notwithftanding all their bitternefs and

rancor againll us. But if, after all, this requefl cannot be

obtained; if we cannot alter our judgment, and they will

flill infill that we are therefore without charity, that is to

fay, without chriftianity ; they mull confefs, that here is

one opinion which they will not tolerate, and to which,

in their own fenfe, no charity is due.
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The trial of RELIGIOUS TRUTH by its MORAL
INFLUENCE.

SERMON 38.

Preached at the cpcnlng of the Synod of Glafgaw o.nd Air,

'Oaober 9th, 1759.

Matthew vii. ao.

JV/ierrfore, by theirfruits ye shall knoxv them-^

EVERY one who hath any acquaintance with the

writings of infidels, mufl know that there is no to-

pic on which they infiO: at greater length, or with more
plaulibility, than the innumerable feQs and parties into

which the Chriilian world is divided. With what appa-

rent triumph do they enlarge, on the contradictory tenets,

which different perfons profefs to found upon the fame
fcriptures, their violent oppofition one to another, and the

great difficulty, or rather impoffibility of difcovering truth,

among fo many, who pretend each to have the entire an4
excluftve pofTeiTion of it.

Having gone thus far, it is eafy and natural to proceed

©ne ftep farther, and affirm, that the great plurality of

every denomination, do not embrace religion in general,

or the tenets of their ov/n fedl in particular, from rational

or perfonal conviction, but from a blind imitation of

ethers, or an attachment to one or a fvW diflinguifhed

Vol. 11. 3C
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leaders, whofe authority is ftronger than all other evi-

dence whatever. Thus is religion, at once, luppofed truc;

and yet dellroyed ; that is to fay, it is at one flroke, as it

were, annihilated, in almofi; all who profefs it, their opi-^

nions, whatever they are in themfclves, being no more

than implicit fiiith and party prejudice in thole who em-

brace them.

The fame vifible flate of the world, which gives occa-

fion of triumpli to the enemies of religion, gives often, no

fmall uneafmefs and anxiety to its friends, particularly to

the beft and m.oft difpaffionate of every party. Serious

and confcientious perfons, when they retlecl: upon the di-

vifions that prevail, when they are vvitneflts to the conten-

tion and mutual accufation of diilerent parties, = are ready

to be overwhelmed with melancholy upon the profped, as

Vv'ell as involved in doubt and perplexity, as to what

courfe they themfelves fliould hold. It is not uncommon
to find perfons of every rank, in tliis lituation, not only

thofe of better education, who are able to take an exten-

five view of the (late of things, in this and in preceding

^ges ; but alfo thofe of lefs knowledge and comprehenfi*

on, when any violent debates happen to fall within the

fphere or their own obfervation.

Thefe reafons have induced me to make choice of the

paffage now read as the fubjedt of difcourfe at this time. It

contains the rule to which our Saviour appeals iii his con-

troverfy with the Pharifees, and by which he, once and

again, defires that their pretenfions may be judged. I

apprehend from the context, that it is equally applicable

to their charaders and their principles, their integrity be-

fore God in their offices of teachers of others, and the

foundnefs of their dc£frine as to its effefts upon thofe who
fhould receive it. Thefe two things are, indeed, in a

great meafure connected together, or rather they are mu-

tually involved in one another,, though it is poiTible, and,

in fome few cafes, prolitiib'e, to make a diftinclion be-

tween thern.

What is further propofcd, tlirougli the afliflance of i\\^

vine grace, in the proiecutioii of this fvibjc-dl, is,
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T. To fliow, that the rule here given by our Saviour is

the beH; tliat could have been given, and that it is fuffici-

ent to diftinguifh truth from error.

II. That this is in f;i6l the rule by which all good men,
and, indeed, mankind in general, [o far as they are fincere,

do judge, of religious principles and pretenfions.

III. To conclude with fome reflexions on the fubje^l

for the benefit both of miniikrs and people.

In the fiiTt place then it is propofed to fliow, That the

rule here given by our Saviour is ihe bed that could have

been given, and that it is fufficient to diftinguifli truth

from error. To lay a foundation for this, it v/ill be ne-

ceHary to begin by fettling, in as precife a manner as pof-

fible, the meaning of the rule, and to what cafes it can be
jullly applied. " Ye fiiall knov/ them by their fruits,"

faith our Saviour.—That is to fay, when any perfon al-

fumesthe chara61er of a divine teacher, and propofes any
thing to your belief, as from God, fee whether its fruits

be really fuitable to its pretenfions : particularly you are

to lay down this as a principle, that, as he is holy in his

nature, every thing that proceeds from him mull be holy

in its tendency, and produce holinefs as its fruit. la

proportion as you fee this effe^l in him who teaches it,

and thofe who embrace it, {(^ receive it as true, or reject

it as falfe.

By laying down the rule in thefe terms, I do not mean
to deny, that, when a revelation is fir ft propofed as from
God, or Vv'hen the credit of fuch revelation in general is

examined, miracles are a diflincland conclufive proof of a

divine commilnon. I am perfuaded that nothing is more
vague and indeterminate, and at the fame time, a more
manifeft inverting the natural order of things, than to fay

with fome, We mud judge of the truth of a miracle by the

nature of the doctrine in fupport of v/hich it is wrought

;

and, if this lad is worthy o{ God, we may then admit the

honorary tedimony of the mighty work in its behalf.—

.

They do not attend to the great ignorance of man in all

fpirituai and divine things without revelation, and to th.§
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boldnefs of human pride, who fpeak in this manner. I

would rather include this as one of the proper fruits of a

divine commiffion to teach any new doctrine, that figns

be given of a fuperior power accompanying the prophet.

Thus we fee the Jews made this demand of our Saviour,

" What fign (liewefl; thou then, that we may fee and be-

" lieve thee ? What dofl thou ^oxkV'a It is true, in

fome inflances, when, after many miracles, they perfiiied

in afking new figns of their own devifing, he condemns
their obdinacy and refufes to gratify it. Notvvithllanding

this, we find him often appealing to his works as an at-

teftation of the truth of his mifTion : thus he fays, '' Be-
" lieve me that I am in the Father and the Father in me,
" or tM^ believe me for the very work's fake."/> And
elfewhcre, ** If I had not done among them the works that

*' none other man did, they had not had fin : but now
" they have both feen, and hated both me and my Fa-
" ther.'V Agreeably to this, we find Nicodemus draw-

ing the conclufion, " Rabbi, we know thou art a teacher
*' come from God, for no man can C\o the miracles that

*' thou doH:, except God be with him.'V/

There is wo doubt, however, that this mufl be infepa^

rably joined with a purity of charafter, and fandity of

purpofe. When thefe are wanting, it gives the jultell:

ground of fufpicion, leads to the Itriclefl examination of

miraculous pretenfions, and will certainly end in the dif-

covery of fuch as are falie. For this is the very excel-

lence of the rule laid down by our Saviour, that, though

reafon may be very unfit to pafs an independent judg-

ment upon truth and error, confcience may, with little

clanger of mifiake, rejecfl vvhat is evil, and yield its ap-

probation to Vv^hat is good.

But what I have chiefly in view is, that fuj^pofmg the

truth of the gofpel in general, particular opinions and

pradlices muft be tried in this manner. As the gofpel is

allowed on all hands to be a drdrine according to godli-

neis, v/hen diflferences arife, and each oppofite fide pre-

^ John vj. 50. h John xiv. il. c John xv. 24.

^ John iii. 2c
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tends to have the letter of the law in its favor, the great

rule of decifjon is, v/hich doth mod immediately and mofl:

certainly, promote piety and holinefs in all manner of

converfation. In this way every dodrinal opinion, every
form of government, and every rite and pra6lice in wor-
lliip, may be brought to the teil, and tried by its fruits.

As opinions, fo chara(il:ers, mud be tried in the fame
manner. The truth of this, though deferving particular

mention, is included in, or is but a part and branch of the

other. To pafs a judgment on particular charaders is of

very fmall moment, or rather, a peremptory decifion of

this kind is both unneceflary and improper, unlefs when
it is of weight in a caufe. It is only prophets and teach-

ers that fall to be fmgly, or perfonally tried, becaufe they
are fuppofed to exhibit, in their own praclice, an exam-
ple of the force and influence of their principles. If on
them they have no effeQ that is good, there is not the leail

pretence for infifting that others fhould embrace them.

Nothing farther feems necefiary by way of explication

pf this rule, fave to obferve from the context, that fair and
plaufible pretences, either of opinions or chara6lers, mufl
be examined with particular care, as being mod ready to

deceive ; and the trial mud be more by fads than by rea-

foning, as is implied in the very language ufed in the text,
*' By their h'uits 5'e ihall know them."

The excellency of this rule may be comprehended un,

der the tu^o following particulars, id, Its certainty. 2di3%

Its perfpicuity.

The drd of thefe will admit of little difpute. As God
is infinitely holy in his ou'n nature, tvtry difcovery that

he has made to any of his creatures, mud carry this im-

preihon upon it, and have a tendency to promote holinefs

in them. And, as this is manifedly the defign of the fa-

cred -oracles, and that fydem of divine truth which they

contain, every diing by way of opinion, or pradice, that

pretends to derive its authority from them, may lawfully

be tried by this rule, Will it make us more holy than be-

fore ?

It is of moment here to obferve, that this rule hath a

deep and folid foundation. It proceeds upon the fuppofi-
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tion, that all natural are inferior to moral qualities; that

even the noblcft intelledual abilities are only lb far valua-

ble, as they are fubfervient to moral perfection ; or in

other words, that truth is in order to goodnefs. It is not
(as has been often laid) in his Almighty power, his infi-

nite wifdom, or the immenfuy of his being, that the glory

of God chiefly confifts, but in his imma-culate holinefsand

fpotlefs purity. Each part of the divine charatler, in-

deed, derives a luftre from die other. It is the union of

greatnels and goodnefs, that makes him truly God. His
moral excellence becomes infinite in value and efficacy

by refiding in an infinite object. But if it were pofilble

to fcparate his natural perfection from his moral excel-

lence, or could we fuppofe them joined to malignity of

difpofition, he would be the proper objed (let us fpeak

it with reverence) not of fupreme love, but of infinite de-

teilation.

This is more than fufficient to fupport the order in

which things are reprefented above, and (how, that its

moral influence is the proper touchftone and trial of reli-

gious truth. Thefedodrines only com.e from God, which
tend to form us after the divine image, 'i'hus far, per-

haps, all will allow it to be true ; at leafl the allertion is

common. But be pleafed to obferve, that this necefiarily

fuppofcs the fure and infallible efficacy of real truth in

promoting holmefs, and the infuificiency of error and
ialfliood ior this purpofe. If thefe were not both alike

certain, the rule would be equivocal and abfurd. If men
by believing lies could attain to unfeigned goodnefs and
true liolinefs, then their nioral efteft could not in the

lead ferve to diftinguifli between truth and error. It is

no lefs plain that if lb abfurd a fuppofition is admitted but

lor a moment, the value of truth is wholly dellroyed, and
no wife man v. ill employ his tiuie and pains in endavor-

ing to difcov^er, to communicate, or to defend it.

The other particular comprehended under the excel-

lence of this rule, is its perfpicuity ; That, it is not only

lure and infallible in itfclf, but capable of an eafy applica-

tion by thofe who have occafion to u<e it. Here, if any
where, there is room for doubt and difputalion. Here, it
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Iifiay be alledged, all the confaflon and uncertainty return^,

which was before complained of, and for which a remedy-

was required. Men will ftill differ in their opinions as to

what is true goodnefs. Befides, they will dill debate the

fincerity of many pretenfions, and the reality of many
appearances ; and, as art and hypocrify will always be.

ufed on the one hand, deiufion mult be the unavoidable

confequence on the other.

This, however, is no more than the neceifary confe-

quence of human imperfeftion. It cannot be denied, and
it may, without any hefitation, be confefled, that men are

liable to err, and that many have erred in the application

of this rule. But, who can from thence juflly infer, that

it is not of fufficient clearnefs, to direft thofe who will

honeftlv make ufe of it, and to lay the error of thofe who
are milled entirely at their own door ?

It pleafed God to write his law upon the heart of man
at firlh And the great lines of dat}^ however obfcured

by our original apollacy, are ilill fo vifible, as to afford an

opportunity of judging, what conduct and practice is, or

is not agreeable to its dictates. It will be found from ex-

perience, that men are able to determine on this pointy

with far greater certainty, than on any other fubje^l of

religion : that is to hy^ they can perceive the excellency

of the end, when they are in much doubt about the means,

in themfelves, or feparately confidered.

Such authority hath natural ccnfcience flill in man,
that it renders thofe who, in their own conduct, defpifc

iis reproofs, inexcufeable in the fight of God.^ But it ia

of importance in the prefent argument to obferve, that

t^vQxy one is able to pafs a far furer judgment on the mo-
ral character of another, than his own. The pollution

of the heart brings a corrupt bias on the judgment, in a

man's own cafe, and makes him palliate and defend thoie

fms, to which lie is ftrongly inclined, or of which he hatli

been already guilty : whereas in determining the charac-

ters of others, this bias is lefs fenfibly felt. This is per-

bups the true and only reafon why any deference is paid

a Roi^.i. i. 20.—ii. 1 4.
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to virtue as praife-worthy, by thofe who are enemies to \i

in their hearts, or any public honor and refpe£t given to

the fervice of God in the world, where [o great a majority

are evidently in the intereils of another niader.

One lingular excellence of this rule is, its being the

moll univerfally imielligible. It is level to the capacity

of men of all degrees of underllanding. There is little

difference, if any, in this refpeft, between the wife and

the unwife, the learned and the ignorant. Perhaps this

circunillance alone ought to give it, in jullice, the prefe-

i*ence, to every other teft of religious truth. Religion is

the concern of all alike, and therefore, vi/hat relates to it

Hiould be open to all. It was the character, and the glo-

ry of the gofpel, at its firll publication, that it was preach-

ed to the poor. And by this it is liill dillinguiflied, not

only from many or moll falfe religions, but efpecially

from thofe phitofopbical fpeculations, in which the ene-

mies of all religion place their chief llrength. When we
iperufe a fyilem or theory of moral virtue, the principles

cf which are very refined, or the reafoning upon it ab-

llraded and above the comprehenfion of the vulgar, it

may be ingenious, but it carries in itfelf a demonilration,

that, becaufe it is unfit, it could never be intended for

general ufe.

Here then, lies the great advantage of the rule laid

clown by our Saviour. The bulk of mankind, thofe of

lower rank, and even thofe among them of weakeft or

Icait cuhivated underilanding, are able to judge of the ef-

fefts of principles, or to fee the beauty of an excellent

character, when they are not able to examine a doclrine,

or apprehend the reafoning upon which it is founded.^-

I'hc dictates of confcience are often immediate and clear,

W'hen the dedu<5tions of reafon are long and involved. To
make intricate refearches in theory, requires great natu-

ral abilities, v/liich are the portion of very few: but to

jud'^e of a vliible charadler requires only an impartial

il-nfe of right and wrong. Of this the plain man is as

iiiiceptiule as tlie moll acute by nature, or the moft en-

Hgiuened by education. In God Almighty, infinite knov/-

It'dge and infinite hprnu-fs are united, and, we have rea-
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(on to think, that in their perfection they are infeparable.

But we know, by experience, that they do not bear an
exaft proportion to one another in inferior natures, at leafl:,

among finful creatures. There may be, and there often

is great virtue and goodnefs in a mean capacity, and
great depravity in perfons of eminent ability.

From thefe confiderations it is plain, that this rule of
trying ado6trine by its efFcdis, as a tree by its fruits, may
be applied by the meaneft as well as the greatefl, and
with as little danger of miilake. Perhaps it might have
been fafely affirmed with lefs danger of miflake. Great
intelledual abilities, and great natural advantages of eve-
ry kind, are very ready to fvvell the mind with pride and
felf-conceit, than which no difpofition is in itfelf more
odious in the light of God, or more unfavorable to the dif-

covery of truth. This feems to be confirmed by experi-

ence, and it is plainly the view given us of our prefent

fi:ate in the holy Scriptures. Thus the apoflle Paul fays,
'' Ye fee your calling, brethren, how that not many wife
" men after the fie fli, not many mighty, not many noble
'^ are called. But God hath chofen the foolifh things of
** the world, to confound the wife ; and God hath chofea
*^ the weak things of the world to confound the things
*' which are mighty, and bafe things of the world, and
" things which are defpifcd hath God chofen, yea, and
'^ things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:
'' that no flefli fliould glory in his prefence."^ For the

very fame thing we find our blelfed Redeemer adoring the

depth and fovereignty of divine Providence, in the follow-

ing terms, " In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit, and
" faid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
" that thou hall hid thefe things from the wife and pru-
" dent, and haft revealed them unto babes : even fo, Fa-
*' ther, forfoit feemed good in thy fight."^

Mifiakes, however, after all there will be, and fom.e

differences even among the beft ; but, from this very cir-

cumflance, I derive another great excellence of the above
rule laid down, that, it is not only the tefi; of truth for a

a I Cor. L 20—29. b Lvike x. 21,

Vol. II. ^. D



394
' ^^^' Trial of Religions Truth

man's felf, bat the meafure of forbearance with regard to'

others. By carefully examining their fruits, men may
not only be direcled what to embrace, and what capital

and fundamental errors wholly to reje6\, but alio in what

particulars to exercife mutual forbearance, and, though

i mailer difFerences ftill fubfift, to receive one another ta'

the glory of God. K in any perfon or perfons, of what-

ever party, you perceive the fpirit of true and undefiled

religion, they are accepted of God, and Ihould not be

condemned by you. This ought not, in juflice, to in-

duce you to approve or embrace every one of their prin-

ciples, or every part of their pradice, of which perhaps--

you have feen or felt the bad tendency ;
yet Ihould it en-

gage you to love them with unfeigned affedlion as fm cere,:

though, in fame meafurej miftaken fervants of our com-

mon Lord'.

I hope it appears from the preceding obfervations, that

this rule, of trying every principle or profeffion by its-

fruits-, is the bell that could have been given. It is cer-

tain and' infallible in itfelf, and we are lefs liable to mil-

take in the ufe of it, thanof any other. There feems, in-

cked, to be an exa(fl analogy between this rule in religious

n'^atterS', and realon- in cur common and civil concerns.

Reafon is the bell guide and director oi human life. There

is certainly an elFentiai difference between wifdom and

folly, in the nature of things. They are alfo fenfibly op-

pofite to one another in their extrenies. Innumerable

anions, however, there are, or modes of a(S^ion, of a more
doubtful and difputable nature, as to the Vv^ifdom or weak-

neis of which, harldly any two men v/ould be entirely of

the fame opinion. Let the enemy of religion make the

application, who denio^s its reality, bc^caufe all good men^

are not of tlie fame mind; or becaufe there are different

parties and profefiions, who oppofe one another in fome

opinions and pra6lices. He ads juil the fame part, as

he, who feeing the differences of judgment am.ong men,

upon altnoll: every fubje6l that falls under their delibera-

tion, fhould renounce the ufe of reafon, or deny that ther«'

is in nature^ iiny h^h iliing.
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We now proceed to the fecond thing propofed, to facvv.

That the rule above explained and defended, is that by

which, in hOi, all ferious perfons, and indeed, mankind
in general, fo far as they are fincere, do judge of religious

principles and pretenfions.

By ferious perfons, I underftand all thofe who are truly

religious, in oppofition to thofe who have only a nominal

and cuflomary profeffion. If %vt would fpeak with preci-

fion, or reafon in a jufl and concluiive manner, we mufl

keep this di(tin£lion conltantly in view. Nothing does

more harm to any caufe, than a treacherous friend, or

bofom enemy : and nothing does more hurt to the intereft

of religion, than its being loaded with a great number,
who, for many obvious reafons, affume the form, while

they ave flrangers to the power of it. The fallacy of

-almoft ail the reafonings of infidels lies here. They con-

fider religion as anfvverable for all the hypocrify of thofe

who profefs it, and all the wickednefs of thofe who have

not renounced the profefTion ; as if in order to its being

true, it mud be impofTible for any to counterfeit it. If

that were the cafe, no thanks would be due to impartial

enquiry. All color of obje6tion being taken away, the

.aflfent would net be yielded, but compelled. This, doubt-

lefs, the prefumptuaus wifdom of m.an ordinarily dictates,

hnt according to the fuperior wifdom of God '' offences

*' mull come" and " herefies alfo, that they that are ap-

" proved may be made manifeft."

Suppofing, therefore, the important diflinction between

•real and nominal Chriflians, allofthefirft character, of

•every age, and of every party, are fo far from being under

the infiuence of implicit faith, that they try the truth by

its fruits, and adhere to it for its effects. There is fome-

thing more in the cafe of every good man, than barely a

rational periuafwDnof the truth of religion in general, from

the arguments adduced to fiipport it. The truths of the

gofpel give him fuch a viev/ of himfelf, and his own flate,

as experience fnev/s him to be true. In the gofpel hs

finds a remedy propoic^d for his guilt and mifery, which,

hefides all the other evidences of its divine original, is ex-

aCily fuited to his felt condition. Add to both thefe, that
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he immediately experiences its happy efFecl, not only ir^

laying the belt foundation for his peace, but in operating

a thorough change in his heart and life. Thus hath every

real Chriftian, an inward and experimental proof of the

truth of the gofpel, not contrary, but fuperior to, (Ironger

and more ftable than any fpeculative reafoning. In this

fenfe we are to underftand the words of the apoftle John,
" He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witnefs in

*' himfelf."^ This is common to all real believers of

whatever denomination, who not only are perfectly agreed

in the elTentials of religion, but much more agreed in

every thing material, than they themfelves either clearly

apprehend, or are willing to confefs.

So far every good man muft be acquitted from the

charge of implicit faith ; we may adopt concerning all

fuch the words of our Saviour to Peter, " Bleded art thou,

*' Simon Barjona : For flefh and blood hath not revealed

" it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. "Z>

—

It is no lefs plain, that in every thing that is fuppofed to

make a part of, or that hath any connexion with religion,

they may judge by the fame rule. In all thefe modes of

opinion in lefler matters, in all thefe circumifances which

ferve to diilinguifli one fedt from another, though they

may determine in different, nay, in oppofite ways, yet

they all proceed upon the fame general rule, viz. the in-

fluence which fuch difputed point has, as a means, upon

the fubllance and end of all religion. This appears from

the reafoning on each fide, in all religious difputes. This

principle as common to both is often exprefsly mentioned,

and always manifedly implied that thofe doftrines, or

that way of expreffing doftrines, and thofe pradlices,

which are in facl mod conducive to holinefs, are, and

for that very reafon mull be, moll agreeable to the will of

God.
But what I have chiefly in view is, to fliow, that this

appears from the very fact ufually brought to prove that

the religion of almolt all mankind is no better than impli-

cit faith. The fad I mean is, that the bulk of mankincl

is greatly fvvayed in the choice of opinion, by the authority

- a \ John V. 9. b Matt. xvi. 17.
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and example of others. This, indeed, does not hold {q

•generally as is commonly fuppofed. We have feen above,

that it doth not hold, with regard to the fubitance of reli-

gion, in any good man; for in this he Vv'ill call no man
mafler on earth. But even when it does hold, it is, per-

haps, not fo blameable as many are apt to imagine. Let

it be admitted then, that, in many inllances, it is the au-

thority and example of men, more than any other reafon

that determines the judgment. Let it be admitted, that

this is the cafe with the bulk of mankind, and even in

fome meafure with the bell. I mud be allowed to afk,

what is it that procures thefe perfons fuch authority ?

What is it that fird begins, eflablifhes, or perpetuates

their influence ? Nothing elfe, but the real or apparent

fandlity of their character. In vain will a profligate, or

one manifeftly deilitute of perfonal worth, fet himfelf at

the head of a party, or attempt to draw away difciples af-

ter him. It is the fuppofed piety and probity of the per-

ibn, that gives weight to his example, and force to his

precepts. This weighs more with the foberferious part

of mankind, and, indeed, with mankind in general, than

the greateft intelleftual abilities, and otherwife mod ad-

mired talents. Whoever has acquired a great reputation

for piety and fmcerity, will, with little art, or rather no
art at all, nay, without fo much as intending it, bring his

principles and pradlice into repute. At the fame time,

one of a contrary charadler, with all the powers of elo-

quence, and every other outward advantage, fhall fail in

attempting to perfuade.

Now what is this, but that mankind proceed mainly in

their judgment, upon the very rule which I have endea-

vored to fliow is the bed they could have chofen. They
try principles by their efltidls, as a tree by its fruits.

Wherever they fee the bed man, they conclude that he

mud be aduated by the mod excellent as well as the mod
powerful principles. The multitude, or lower clafs of

mankind, are ufually the fcorn of half-thinkers and fuper-

iicial reafoners, for this attachment to perfons. But were

acomparifon faithfully made between the feveral motives

of choice in different claffes, there would be no great caufe
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of triumph. When we confider hoiv unfit the plurality of

mankind are to judge in an intricate debate, darkened,

perhaps, by the art and iubtilty of thofe who handle it,

we fhall find tiicy are little, if at all, to blame. In one

view, no doubt, they may be faid to be a6luated by im-

plicit uvitb, but in truth, and at bottom, they are follow-

ing the wifell and mod falutary of all moral maxims.

A furvey of the hiftory, either of religion in general, or

of the Chriftian religion in particular, would fet this mat-

ter in the cleareft light. But little of this kind can .come

within the limits of a iingle difcourfe. I Tuall not there-

fore ftay to mention the retired manner of life, and pre-

tended fan(?city of the inventors of tlie heathen idolatry,

though it m.ay be applied to this fubjeci ; and would ferve

to fliew the univerfal {trSo.^ and general expectation of

mankind. There is a faying of an eminent and violent

enemy of the Ghriftian faith, '' That gravity is of the very

^'eflence of impollure." This is nothing ol^t but a per-

verted view, and malicious reprefentation of the general

truth, that apparent fanctity is necefiary to eflablifli any

iacred authorit}^ But is there any thing more unquelli-

onable, or that hath been more frequently obferved, than

that the victory of truth over error, in the fir/l ages of

Chriftlanity, was much more owing to the fiiining piety

of the primitive Chridians in general, together with the

patience and condancy of the martyrs, than to any other

means. Reafon may convince the underllanding, but

example feizes and keeps polieffion of the heart. It was

the eminent piety and ufcfulnefs of the faints in former

^ges, which altra<lled fuch veneration and love from the

multitude, as loon proceeded to a criminal excefs. Not

content with imitating the amiable example of thofe whom
they held in llich eileem, b}^ a natural alTociation they

ailixed a dmclity to relics, and this produced a variety of

fuperfiitious practices. I cannot alfo help being of opini-

on, that it was the fevere and mortified lives of many of

the retired devotees in the Romifn church, that kept that

corrupt body in credit for fjiuc ages longer tiian it could

liave otherwifc continued.



by lis Moral Lifluence. 39^

On the other hand, who does not know, that the moft

formidable and fuccefsfid attacks made by the rcibrmer*

on that mother of abominations, were their ex poling the

corrupt and didblute lives of her priefls and- members.

This they were at no fmali pains to do, both in a grave

and in an ironical drain. As the covetoufnefs and ambi-

tion of many, and the licentious debauchery of others of

the clergy, firft brought the dodrines- into fnfpicion, \h

thofe examples when held up to light, made a far greater

number of converts, than any abfurdities in belief, how
grols and palpable foever. The truth is, we find all par-

ties greedily lay hold of this v/eapon whenever it is pre-

fented to them, and ufe it with great confidence againfl

their adverfaries ; and in fo doing they tlilcover a convic-

tion, that principles are never ^!o powerfully fupported as

hy the good, nor fo eiTcQually difparaged as by the bad
characters of th^fe who profefs them.

If we leave the hifiory of former ages, and examine the

flate of the prefent, the fame truth will flill be the refult of

our enquiry, and appear with inereafing evidence. Dif-

ferent parties and denominations prevail in different pla-

ces : and wherever any party or (!enomifTaticn greatlv

prevails, the efled may eafily be traced up to its caufe }

and v/ill appear, by no very dillant tradition, to have beeri

owing to the eminent piety of fo;ne one or more of that

profeflion in a former period, or, which is muf h the famcy
to the com])arative!y odiou:> and vicious charaflers of thofe

whooppoftd them.t?

^ Our ov.n country will afford us fome fenlible and ftriking

proofs of the jriflice of this cbfervatioii. There had been k
Rrutj^gle, U'orn the very firfl dawn of the reformation, between
prefbytery and epiicopacy in Scotland. This contell however
carnc to its greateft height about 100 years ago, when the pref-
byterians were cject-d, and epifcopacy \ras eilablifhed by a ty-
rannical civil government, and continued by a fevere and cruel
perfeeuticn. We had by this means a trial of both : and it i^

very cbiervablc, that the odium which judly fell upon epifco-
pacy, from fhe rage and ij>humanity of thofe who had the chief
(iire6\ion, was the circumftance that determined the body of
the nation to endvcur its fubverfion. Yet, wherever there hap-
pened to be a few miniflers of that perfuauon pious in their
Jivc:-., and dilige:!: hi thi* duties of their (;f->i'je, there were ma*
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A\. is no jqO: objedlion to the account here given, that

we find inftancesin which principles feem to give a fanc-

tion to characters, inflead of receiving fupport from them.

There are, no doubt, cafes in which a man's being known
to embrace certain principles, will be alone fufficient to

make him odious, however blamelefs, or even praife-wor-

thy his conduct be, in every other refpe6l. At the fame
time, perhaps, the failings of another fliall be either whol-

ly pardoned, or greatly extenuated, if he efpoufe, but efpe-

cially, if he is adlive in vindicating the principles which
are held facred. But this is no more than the natural

and necceflary confequence of any fet of principles being

once firmly eftablifhed. They acquire their credit at firft,

in the way I have already mentioned ; but when that cre-

dit is high, it will bring a fufpicion upon every thing that

oppofes it, however fpecious and promifing in outward

appearance. There is nothing furprifing here, nor, in-

deed, any thing but what is perfedly natural ; for, as one

or a few indances commonly do not, fo in reafon they

ought not to fliake the reputation of truths, which have

been eftabliflied by long experience of their worth and ef-

ficacy. Neither mud it be forgotten, that when examples

feem to (land in oppofition one to another, and to lead to

different conclufions, it is not from one or two that a judg-

ment can be paffed, but from many, and thefe compared
and examined with great diligence and care.

ny perfons and families who joined with them in communion,
and their poflerity adhere to that opinion even to this day.—

.

Tl^is was the cafe in fome places of the eaft and north country.

But in the weftern parts of Scotland, where the epifcopal cler-

gy were, almofl to a man, ignorant, flothful or vicious, they
were univerfally deferted, and hardly a fmgle adherent to thatf

perfuafion is now to be found. -I cannot omit mentioning
here what was faid by a lady of quality at that time to Dr.
Burnet, when he came to vilit the weft country. It was to the

following purpofe : " We of the laity cannot judge upon con-
'• troverfial points, but we lee thefe men whom you perfecute,
^^ grave in their deportment, ftriclly holy in their converfation,
*' and very laborious in their functions, while many of your
*' clergy are ignorant, flothful and vicious." This is what de-

termines the judgment of the people.
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I conclude the illuflration of this head with remarking,

that the principle above laid down will explain, in a clear

and fatisfying manner, two appearances in the moral

world, which feem diredly to contradidt one another. By
what hapj^ens Ibmetimes in religion, we fliall be apt to

conclude, that there is in human nature a proneneis to

change, or a love of novelty piirely on its own account.

Accordingly we find this laid to the charge of mankind
by feveral authors. And it cannot be denied, that fome

men, or feels, often introduce nev/ practices which ac-

quire great reputation, and almofl univerfal acceptance.

By other examples, however, we are taught to afcribe to

human nature a ftrong attachment to okl opinions, and
hatred of all innovation. What is remarkable is, that

both thefe take place chiefly in little circumdances, and
things of fmall moment; new inventions being fometimes

gone into widi a zeal, and old cufloms adhered to with an
obflinacy, v.^hich the intrinfic value of the things contend-

ed for does not feem to merit on either fide. To afcribe

this to the different difpoiitions of individuals wmU not be

a fatisfadlory folution, for we fee fometimes examples of

both in the fame perfons. But, by fearching a little deep-

er, we lliall unravel this difficulty, and difcover, that

though tlie love of novelty, or a veneration for antiquity,

may be fometim.es the inimediate principle of action, there

is another ultimate principle which is the caufe of both,

and in diiierent circumiflances, produces either the one or

the other. This principle is no other than that admira-

tion of real or fuppofed worth, which has been illuftrated

above. Whoever hath acquired a great reputation for

piety and holinefs, may ealily introduce any indifferent

pradice, though not common before, efpecially if it be
confidered as an evidence or exprelfion of his piety. On.
this fuppofition, his differing from, or doing more than
others, will be taken notice of to his praife.a But he may

a There is great reafon to think that it was in this very way
that many diiTerent rites were brought into the Chriftian
church, which in a long courfe of time grew into a mafs of
abominable fuperllition. They were at lirit, perhaps, but the
modes or circumftances of the woriliip, or pra6iice of pious

Vol. II. 3 E
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much more eafily introduce a new, than depart from art

old cuftom. The reafon is plain ; for ancient cudoms
having been eRablifhed on the ground already affigned,

men are ufually very tenacious of them, and it requires

no fmall degree of credit and charader, either to change

or to abolifti them.

We now proceed to make fome pratllcal improvement

of what has been fafcl.

In the nril place, from what has been faid upon this

fubject, we may derive one of the plainell and moft fatif-

fying proofs of the truth of the gofpel. A proof, level to

the meaneil capacity, and therefore proper to preferve or-

dinary Chriftians from being fliaken by the bold and in-

folent attacks now made on religion by fome of the lowed

rank. A proof, at the fame time, not only deferving the

attention of the moft intelligent, but which of all others, is

certainly the mod decifive. Let us try it by its fruits.

Let us compare the temper and charadler of real Chrif-

tians, with thofe of infidels, and fee which of them bell

merits the approbation of an honeft and impartial judge.

Let us ^ake in every circumflance that will contribute to

make the comparifon juit and fair, and fee v/hat will be

the refult. I fay this, becaufe I can by no means allow,

that great multitudes though born in a country where

ChriRianity is profeffed, ought to be confidered as Chrif-

tians, when they are open and violent enemies to the gof-

pel in all its parts. They ought rather to be thrown into

the fcale of infidelity. But, fmce moll of them have

formed no fixed principles at all, becaufe they have never

thought upon the fubjecl, we fliall leave them entirely out

of the queition.

Is then the chamber and praftice of infidels in gene-

ral, once to be compared with that of liich Chriflians as

believe upon perfonal conviction ? However much the

natural fenfe of right and wrong may be obfcured and

perverted in fome, I fliould think there are very few who

perfons, but from being voluntary and purely chxumflantia^

they ca.me by degrees to be confidered as parts of religious

worfDip ; and therefore fmiul in the performers, but much
jiiore fmfui in the impofers.
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will not manifeflly perceive to whom the preference is

due. In which of the two do you find the moft regular

and fervent piety towards God ? Here, perhaps, it will be

faid, This is what no man expedsto find in unbelievers,

it is no part of their plan, and therefore ought not to be

included in the comparifon. But as the general fenfe of

mankind does not require it, fo 1 can never fufFer that our

duty to God Ihould be erafed out of the moral law. Be-

fides, the general pretence now, is not atheifm but theifm.

The queilion is therefore altogether pertinent ; and per-

fons of this charadter are felf-condemned, who, by their

total negledl of all religious woriliip, are as much charge-

able with impiety as infidelity.—In which of the two is to

be found the greateft integrity and uprightnefs in their

commerce between man and man, the moll unfeigned

good-will, and molt adlive beneficence to others ? Is it

the unbeliever or the Chrifiian, who clothes the naked

and deals his bread to the hungry ? Alk the many and

noble ancient ftruclures raifed for the relief of the difeafed

and the poor, to whom they owe their eflablifhment and

fupport ?—Which of thefe two clafles of men are moll

remarkable for felf-government ? How often is the unex-

perienced youth initiated in debauchery of all kinds, by
thefe very friends of mankind, who charitably declaim

againfi: prieficraft and delufion, and happily eradicate the

prejudices of education, by treating religion and all reli-

gious perfons v/ith derifion and fcorn ? With what fatal

fuccefs has the infidel often feduced the unwary virgin

unto the defiruiSlive paths of luii, by firft loofening the

obligation of religion, and then juftifying the indulgence

of every natural defire ? We fliall carry the comparifon

no further in this place ; but I mull beg of every one who
hath had the happinefs to be acquainted with an eminently

pious, humble, a£live, ufeful Chrifiian, to fay, whether

he can admit it as poffible, under the adminiftration of a
wife and good God, that fuch a perfon is governed by a

f^ble invented by defigning villains, while the infidel
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alone is in pofTellion of the truth, which is pure in its na-

ture, and mufi; be proved by its fruits.^

In the 2d place, fince not only religion in general, but

every particular dodlrine of religion ought to be tried by

its fruits, let neitlier miniilers nor people, ever lofe viev/

of this great rule in the doctrines Vwlrich they teach on the

one hand, or embrace on the other. Let us alfo particu-

larly remember, that no credit is to be given to any high

profeffions or bold pretences, but as they are confirmed

by the faft. I obferve here, Vv ith much pleafure, what ad-

vantage the fundamental Scripture doctrines, which have

been long the glory and happinefs of this church, will de-

rive from a fair and full enquiry into their influence and
eiTecls. Tlie doctrines I mean are, the lofl flate of man
by nature ; falvation by the free grace of God ; juftifica-

tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrifi ; and fandlifi-

cation be the eftedlual operation of the Holy Spirit. Thefe

were the doftrines of the reformation, when their excel-

lence was put beyond all doubt or quefiion, by their pow-

erful and valuable efFecls. Many adverfaries indeed,

foon rofe up to contradidl or to corrupt them ; and it is

a I am fenfible it is often pretended, that feveral infidels have
been men of unblemifned morals. Collins was a good man,
fay fome, and Shaftefoury was yet a better man. Perhaps,

thefe individuals might not be chargeable with the mod open
dilTohition, and groffeO. ienfuality, which would have been in-

ccnfiflent with their giving themfelves to clofe ftudy and appli-^

cation. Befides, they who alTaiilted with fo much boldnefs,

eftablifhed opinions, mull have been under a confiderable re-

llraint, from a regard to their character and caufe. This ought
not to be rejected as an impiobu]}le fuppofition, or uncharitable

allegation againil them, who fo liberaliy reproach others, with

infmcere, hypocritical, and faint-like pretences. But after all,

making even the largeil allowances, there is one piece of con-

du6l, of vv^l,ich both the above-named perfons were habitually

guilty, which it is impoiTible for me to reconcile with good
morah, even upon the laxeft principles that have ever yet been

avowed. What I mean v/as, theit folemnly receiving the ho-

ly facrament, to qualify themfelves for bearing office in their

country, though they believed it to be altogether impoflure and
deceit. This was fuch a piece of grofs and aggravated diffi-

mulation, as it is im.polTible either to defend in itielf, or to fup-

pofe confiftent with nitegrity upon the whole.
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much to be lamented that they are, at prefent, by many,

fo boldly and ^o violently oppofed in this once happy

ifland. But we may venture to affirm, that when tlie

do6lrine of the crofs retained its purity and fimplicity then

was true religion, including every moral virtue, feen to

grow from it as its fruit. On the other hand when and

wherever it has been run down, and a pretended moral

do(Slrine has been introduced, to the prejudice and fub-

verfion of the grace of God, it hath been always followed

by a deluge of profanenefs and immorality in practice.

It is eafy and common to difguife the truth by mifrepre-

fentation, or to vilify it by opprobrious titles. It is eafy to

pretend a warm zeal for the great doclrines of morality,

and frequently to repeat, in a pulpit, the neceffity of ho-

linefs in general ; but all impartial perfons ought, and the

world in general will judge, more by works than by words.

Let us fuppofe, for example, the old objeftion revived

againll a m.inifter who preaches the doftrine of grace, that

it loofens the obligations to holinefs of life. The objection

is, of all others, the moO: fpecious : yet, if that miniller

difcharges his duty with zeal and diligence, watches over

his people's fouls, reproving, rebuking, exhorting with all

long fuffering and doftrine ; is flridl and holy in his own
converfation, abhorring and flying from the fociety of the

ungodly ; and if the effe6l of his miniftry be to turn many
jinners from the error of their ways, and. to make an in-

telligent, ferious, regular people, the accufation will not

be received: and who will fay that it ought ? On the other

hand, is any minifter more covetous of the fleece, than

diligent for the Vv^elfare of the flock ; cold and heartlefs in

his facred work, but loud and noify in promifcuous and
fcoliih converfation ; carelefs or partial in the exercife of

difcipllne; covering or palliating the fins of the great,

becaufe they may promote him ; making friends and com-

panions of profane perfons ; though this man's zealfhould

burn like a flame againft Antinomianifm, and though his

own unvaried flrain ihould be the neceffity of holinefs, I

would never take him to be any of its real friends.

Let us not, my brethern, deceive ourfelves, or attempt

to deceive others by plaufible pretences. Let us all be
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zealous for good works ; not the name, but the thin^.

Let us not expert to promote them by a little cold reafon-

ing, or affected flowery declamation ; but by the fimpli-

city of the gofpel ; by the doctrine of the crofs, which will

not only tell men that they ouj^ht to be holy, but effectually

bring them to that happy ftate. The leading principle

of true holinefs, according to the gofpel, is a deep and

grateful fenfe of redeeming love. " For the love of Chrift

*^ condraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one died

" for all then were all dead ; and that he died for all, that

" they which live, fliould not henceforth live unto them-
'^ felves, but unto him v/hich died for them, and rofe

" again. "(^

In the 3d place, from what has been faid on this fubje6t

you m.ay fee, in a very firong light, how neceffary it is,

that minifters fliould be, not only really but vifibly and

eminently holy ; and with hov/ much care they are bound

to avoid every appearance of evil. There are fome mi-

nifters who firongly plead for liberty and freedom, and

loudly complain of the malice, uncharitablenefs, aiid cen-

forioufnefs of the world. They feem as if they defired,

nay, which is ftill more foolifli, expected, that no part of

their conduCl fliould be attended to, or any inference

drawn from it with refpeft to their charader. This will

never be the cafe till they are invifible. It appears, from

what hath been faid in the preceding difcourfe, that it is

the right and the duty of every man to try a minifter by

his fruits. Ignorance indeed, may fometimes be guilty

of miilakes to our prejudice, and malice or envy may go

too far ; yet this is only what v/e ought to lay our account

with, and it fliould excite us, not to a contempt of the

judgment of others, but to greater llridtnefs and circum-

fpedion, that '' they may be afliamed who falfely accufs

*' our good converfation in Chrift."

It is very hurtful in this as in many other cafes, when a

man views things only on one fide. Some are apt to im-

pute fo much to the malice and micharitablenefs or the

world, that they feldom or never think themjelves truly

guilty of any offence or mifcarriage. I am perfuaded ma-

a 2 Cgr. v. 1 4.
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ny are in a manner blinded to the errors of their own con-

duct, by this very circumRance. Or, if they cannot but

be fenfible that they have been guilty of fomething that

was wrong, when the fault is aggravated by report, they

feem. to think that this atones for any thing really blame-

worthy, and fo are hardened both againft confelTion and

repentance. To fpeak without prejudice, it is more than

probable, that we are as much chargeable with unguarded

and offenfive condu6l, on the one hand, as the world with

precipitate or partial judgment on the other. It hath been

fometimes obferved, that the multitude or common people

are but poor judges of a man's ability or learning, but they

are very good judges of his life. There is a great deal of

truth in this obfervation ; and to fupport it I add, that

even a hypocritical pretence is extremely hard to main
tain, and io often betrays itfelf by little circumflances, that

there are very few whofe real charadler is not better under-

fiood by the Vv^orld than by themfelves. The chief excepti-

on I know to this is the cafe ofviolent party difputes. The
injuflice done to characters on each fide there, is very
great. Ifyou take a man's charader from one to whom
he (lands in party oppofition, you mud conceive him not
a man but a monfter. But (fetting this afide, which does
not fall within the compafs of cur prefent fubjed) in ge-

neral, it is furely much more becoming, and it is infinite-

ly more fafe for us to fafpecl ourfelves, than to complain
of hard meafure from the world. Let us therefore, by
doubling our diligence in every perfonal and miniderial

duty, endeavor to " make our light fo Ihine before men,
*' that they may fee our good works, and glorify our Father
*' which is hi heaven. "r/

In tlie 4th place I mull now take the liberty, in fideli-

ty to the truft committed to me, to be a little m.ore parti-

cular in the application of this fubjecl, and to enquire,

whether minillers are not, in a good meafure, chargeable

with the low ftate to wliich religion is at prefent reduced.

May I not fay without offence, that an eminent, holy, di-

ligent, and fuccefsful gofpel miniftry was once the glory

and bielTing of this part of the united kingdom ! But how

a MaU. V. 16.
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are we fince fallen aileep I
" How is the gold become

** dim ! How is the moll fine gold changed ! That there

is a difference is plain ; and that this difference does not

lie in inferior abilities or a lefs proportion of learning, is

equally certain. I am fenfible, that this is a part of my
fubjeft which would require to be touched Vv'ith a very

tender and delicate hand, and that, perhaps, I run as great

a hazard to inflame and exafperate the fore, as to bring

any effeclual cure. This is, indeed, itfelf, one ftrong

fymptom of our difeafe, that we cannot endure plain deal-

ing ; and there is not a fingle circum.ftance, in v/hich there

is a greater difference between this and the preceding age*

What in former times would have been reckoned (to fpeak

in their language) no more than plainnefs and minifterial

freedom, would now be called the moil flanderous invec-

tive and unpardonable abufe. InRead, therefore, of taking

upon me to fay who are chiefly to be blamed as the crimi-

nal caules cf it, I (liall only affirm and lament the me-
lancholy effect, that we have in many places of this church

a defpifed, forfaken, ufelefs miniftry ; that many of the

people have gone from mountain to mountain, and for-

gotten their reiting place, while a flill greater number is

faft afieep in ignorance, fecurity, and floth. Where is

that union, that mutual elleem and affedlion, which once

fubfided between minillers and their people. It mull be

acknowledged, that their influence and authority is now
in a great meafure loll, and therefore T may fafely con-

clude that their ufefulnefs is gone. That the fault is all

on one fide, is neither a modeft nor a probable fuppofition.

Should we throw the blame off ourfelves, what a terrible

load mull we thereby lay upon others ? we mult fuppofe

and fay, that under a blamenefs miniftry, under the bed

and pureft of inftrudlion, one part of the nation is funk in

brtitality and floth, and tlie other rent in pieces by divifi-

on, and religion loft in the fury of contending parties.

AVe may fay fo, my brethren, and fome do fay what

amounts to the fame thing, hut it is not credible. 1 do

therefore, in the moft earneft manner befeech every minif-

ter in this audience, ferioufly to think, how far he hath

given juft caufe to his people to defpife his perfon, or de-
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feit his minipLrations. Let us not fo infill: upon the igno-

rance, prejudices, and weaknefsofthe giddy multitude, ag

if a failure on our part was impofiible. We may be Ibme-

times blamed in the wrong place ; but we have, perhaps,

as much refpedl in general, as v/e really deferve. Do not

think itisfufScient that you are free from grofs crimes, fuch

as blafphemy, riot, and unclean luft. BlefTed be God,
nothing of this kind would yet be fufFered among us with-

out cenfure. But there are many other things^ which,

either feparately or together, render a minifler juftly con-

temptible, on which no law, either civil or ecclefiaftic cart

lay hold, if one fet apart to the lervice of Chrift in the

gofpel, m.anifeftly fliows his duty to be a burden, and does

no more work than is barely fuiFicient to fcreen him from
cenfure ; if he reckons it a piece of improvement how fei-

dom or how ihort he can preach, and makes his boaft how
many omilFions he has brought a patient and an injured

people to endure without complaint; while at the fame
time, he cannot fpeak with temper ofthofe who are wil-

ling to do more than himfelf ; however impofiible it may
be to afcertain his faults by a libel, hejuflly merits the

deteflation of every faithful miniiier, and every real

Chriftian.

The things here in view, though they are eafily feen,

are difficult to defcribe ; and, therefore, 1 fliail not attempt

to be more particular. But I cannot forbear warning you
againft, and pointing cut the evil of two pieces of diflio-

nefty, v/hich may poilibly be found united to gravity and
decency in other refpeQs. One of them is common in

our neighbor kingdom, and may polTibly have taken place

among us, though I cannot affirm it. The other, I am
certain, hath many times taken place in the church of

Scotland. The firfl: is a minifler's fubfcribihg articles of

do6lrine, which he does not believe. This is fo diredl

a violation of fincerity, that it is aftonifhing to think, how
men can fet their minds at eafe in the profpeCl, or keep

them in peace after the deliberate commiffion of it. The
very excufes and evafions, that are ofTered in defence of it,

are a difgrace to reafon as well as a fcandal to religion*

What fuccefs can be expeded from that man's miniRrv,

Vol. II. 3 f
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who begins it with an a6l of fuch complicated guilt. Hoiv

can he take upon him to reprove others for fin, or to train

them up in virtue and true goodnefs, while himfelf is

chargeable with dired, premeditated, and perpetual per-

jury. I know nothing (o nearly refembling it, as thofe

cafes in trade, in which men make falfe entries, and at

once fcreen and aggravate their fraud, by fwearing, or

caufmg others to fvvear contrary to truth. This is juftly

reputed fcandalous even in the world, and yet I know no
circumilance in which they differ, that does not tend to

fliow it to be lefs criminal than the other. We are not

yet fo much hardened in this fm as many in our neighbor

church, for I have never found any among us fo bold as to

profefs and defend it. But, if no fuch thing is at all admit-

ted among us, Why is there fo heavy a fufpicion of it t

"Why do fo many complain, that the great and operative'

dodrines of the gofpel are withdrawn, and an unfubflan-

tial theory of virtue fubflituted in their place ? Or why
are not fuch complaints put to filence, fmce it may be fo

eafily done ? ^appearances are certainly fuch as will war-

fant me in mentioning it upon this occafion : and I have

particularly chofen to introduce it upon this fubjed, that

I may attack it not as an error, but as a fraud ; not as d.

miilake in judgment, but an inflance of grofs difhonefty

and infincerity of heart. Suppofing, therefore, that there

may poffibly be truth in the charge againfl fome of us, I

muft beg every minifter, but efpecially thofe young per-

fons who have an eye to that facred office to remember,

that God will not be mocked, though the world may be

deceived. In his fight, no gravity of deportment, no
pretence to freedom of enquiry, a thing excellent it itfelf,

no regular exercife of, the right of private judgment, will

warrant or excufe fuch a lie for gainj as folemnly to fub-

fcribe what they do not believe.

The other particular I propofed to mention is the fo-

lemn atteftation of men's charaders, not only in general,

but for particular qualities, without any fatisfying know-
ledge whether the thing affirmed is true or lalfe. This

hath been often done in the church of Scotland, not ,by

particular perfons, with whom we might renounce relati-
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on, but by confent of many, gravely and deliberately in

conilitLited courts. Can we avoid making the following

obvious but melancholy reflection. How great is the

blindnefs of men to thofe fins which are introduced by

degrees and countenanced by prevailing fafliion ? Should

we be told by an hiftorian of credit, that, in one of the

dark and corrupt ages of popery, it vv^as common for a bo-

dy of minifters, when defired, to give a figned attefta-

tion to particular perfons, that they were ilri6l obfervers

of the fabbath, and worfhipped God regularly in their fami-

lies, while the perfons attefting knew nothing of the mat-

ter, and, in fad, with regard to fome of them, it was ab-

folutely falfe—Would there be a diiTenting voice in affir-

ming, that fuch men mud have been loft to all fenfe of in-

tegrity, and utterly unworthy of regard ? What Hiall we
fay, if the fame thing is done among us every day, and de-

fended by no better argument than the judgment of chari-

ty, which believeth all things ? Charity teaches us to be-

lieve no ill ofanother without faticfying evidence, and for-

bids us to fpread it, although it be true, without apparent

neceffity. But will charity either juftify or e-%cufe us, in

folemnly affirming a pofitive fa6t, the exiftence of whick

is uncertain in itfelf, and to us unknown. I do not take

upon me to fay that all are bad men who are guilty, by

a^ or confent, of this practice, becaufe I do not know how
far the plea of ignorance or miftake my go ; but this may
be fafely faid that they do in a public capacity, what, if

they were to do in a private capacity betv^^een man and

man, would render them contemptible, or infamous, or

both.

Thefe two particulars have qften brought reproach up-

on the church of Scotland, to v/hich it is very difficult to

make a proper reply. Would to God the occafion givea

for it were wholly taken away. In tbie mean time, every

one who has a jufl regard to the glory of God, or the fuc-

cefs of his own work, will endeavour to maintain fuch an

uniformity of character, as will bear that examination, to

which it ought in juftice, and muft of neceffity be expq?

fed-
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In the lafl place, I mull beg leave to fpeak a few words

to the people in general, on the fubjecl pf this difcourfe.^

You may learn, my brethren, from the preceding dlf-

courfe, by what rule you ought to judge, in all religious

controverfies, where a determination is necefiary. Try all

principles by their efteds, and every perfon's pretences

by his condu(ft. Examime, as far as you have proper

evidence, who have real and vital religion mod at heart,

and what means do eile6luaily promote it. Believe not

every profeffion, but fee which is moll confident in all its

parts. Have patience, in difficult cafes, till the tree have

time to bring its fruits to maturity. Time will often

write a clear and legible chara6ler, on what was very dark

and dubious at firll.

It is probable feme will be ready to fay, there is no
fmall doubtfulnefs in this rule itfelf. There may be found

good men of many difTerent parties, how then fliall we
judge between them. ? I anfwer, \vherever there is true

religion, thefe perfons are to be confideredas the fervants

of God, and his grace in them is to be confeiTed without

relu<5lance, and adored with thankfulnefs. There will,

neverthelefs, be Hill fulFicient means to difiinguifti be^

tv/eenone profeffion and another, which hath the greateft

influence in making men truly good. There may be, here

and there, a good man under very great difadvantages.

This may ferve to keep us from a bigotted narrownefs oif

mind, and uncharitable condemnation of others. Eat it

will never occaiion, in any prudent perfon, a departure

from thefe principles, and thatchfpenfation of ordinances,

which he fees to be bed for building him up in holinefs

and comfort, through faith unto falvation. The truth is,

one great defign of this difcourfe vvas to teach men to dif^

tinguifli between the upright and the worthlefs of all ledls.

Turn your zeal from; parties to perfons. Do not reproach

or oppofe men merely becaufe they are of this or the other

perfuafion. But wherever there is a wicked or a world-

ly man in the office of a m.inifter, avoid the wolf in flieep's

clothing for your ov/n fake, and, if poffible, drag off his

difguife, that others may not be his prey. What doth ij

fignify what party a man is of, if the foundations are de-
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firoyed, and truth and holinefs, thefe infeparable compani-

ons, are trampled under foot ? When lliall the time

come, when the fmcere lovers of Chrift, ofevery denomina-

tion, Ihall join together in oppofition to his open enemies

and treacherous friends ? There is a wonderful, though

a natural union, among all worldly men, againfl the fpi-

rit and power of true religion wherever it appears, I am
ibrry to add, that this is one of the inftances in which the

children of this world are wifer in their generation than the

children of light. Many will not meet together on earth

for the worfliip of God, who fliall have but one temple at

lad, v/here all from the eail and from the weft, from the

north and from the fcuth, fhall meet, and join in their Cre-

ator's and Redeemer's praife. The terms of admifiion in-

to, and of exclufion from this happy dwelling, are recor-

ded in the following remarkable terms, with which I fhall

conclude this difcourfe, as indeed they are the fum of all

that has been faid in it, *' And there fliall in no wife enter
" into it any thing that deiileth, neither whatfoever v/ork-

"eth abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which are
'* written in the Lamb's book of life."a

a Rev. xxi. 27.
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The Charge of Sedition and Faction againft good Men,
efpecially faithful Ministers, confidered and accounted

for.

SERMON 39.

Preached in the Abbey Church of Paifley, on Thurfday,

September 7th, 1758, at the Ordination of Mr. Archi-
bald Davidson, as one of the Minifters of that Church,
To which is fubjoined, the charge to the Minifter, and
the Exhortation to the People. Publiflied at the defire of
thofe who heard it.

ACTS xvii. 6. laft claufe.

These that have turned the xvorld upside down are come hither

also.

My Brethren,

YOU have had, of late, frequent opportunities of

hearing difcourfes on the minifterial character and
office. Thefe fubjeds, indeed, have, on occafions of this

and a fimilar nature, been fo often and fo well handled*

that it is hard to fay any thing on them, v/hich ihall not
be either bare repetition, or an alteration very much for

the vvorl'e. I have therefore made choice at this time of

a fubjeft fomewhat different, but the ufefulnefs of whichj

both to minifters and people may be eafily difcerned.

A great part of the facred volume con fills of hiftory^

Aiid, as the knowledge of pafl: events, and the hiftory of

mankind in general, is an improving fludy ; fo there is
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no object of Rudy more pleaf:.nt or more profitable, thart

that exteniive view of the great plan of Providence which
is exhibited to us in the word of God. There we have
accefs to obfervethe power, the wifdcrn, and the grace of

the various revelations of the divine will, given in fuc-

celTive ages, their correfpondence one to another, and how
well each is fuited to the feafon, and other circumftances

of its difcovery. Above all, it is iifeful and delightful to

obferve, the perfeft union and harmony of the whole, and
the feveral ftriking and diftinguiihing characters that are

to be found on all the v/orks of the one, eternal and ua=

changeable God.

This uniformity Is in nothing more remarkable, than

in the fufferings of good men, and their caufes. True
religion being the fame in fubftance in every age, we may
exped to find a very flrong likenefs in all the real fer-

vants of God, however diflant the periods in which they

make their appearance. A conformity of Hate alfo may
be expedled, as well as a funilarity of charader. They
have the fame end in view, they tread in the fame path,

and therefore muH meet with refiftance from the fame
enemies. There was from the beginning, and there will

be to the end of the world, a flrife and conflict between

the righteous and the wicked, betvv^een " the feed of the

*• "woman, and the feed of the ferpent." And, in parti-

cular, it is natural to fuppofe, that flander and calumny

will be always one of the weapons ufed by the enemies of

the truth. We have no reafon then to be furprifed, that

every good man fliould have occafion to fay with the Pfalm-^

ifl David, and with a greater than he, the Son of David^
" They laid to my charge things that I knew not."

This was the cafe with the apoflle Paul and his com-

panion, in the pafTage of hiflory of which my text is a part.

But the nature of the accufation here brought againfl them

feems to be lingular, and to merit particular attention.

They were the fervants and the miniilers of the Prince

of peace. Their office was to preach and publifli the gof-

pel of peace. Their dod^rine was full of meeknefs and

iove. They difcovered the love of God to m.en ; and,

after the example of their mailer, they charged men to
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love one another. They were mean in their outward

appearance, and neither pofTefTed, nor claimed any earth-

ly dominion. In one word, they had nothing about them
that one would think could give jealoufy to the civil pow-
er, that could feem formidable or dangerous to any cha-

r&dler or clals of men. Yet here they are charged as fedi-

tious, as diilurbers to the public peace, as enemies to the

government. '' Thefe that have turned the world upfide
*' down are come hither alfo.—Thefe all do contrary to the

" decrees of Caefar, faying, That there is another king,

*' one Jefus." What fort of an accufation is this? not

only falfe but improbable. Does not the arch-enemy, the

accufer of the brethren, feem to have failed in his ufual-

flcill ? Is there the leaft profpe(fl of fuccefs in fo groundlefs'

a charge ?

But v/hat lliall Vv"e fay, if, upon an accurate examina-

tion it be found, that the fame charge hath been brought

againfl the fervants of God in every age ? That none hath

been advanced with greater boldnefs, and none with

greater fuccefs ? Nay, perhaps, that it is the fmgle {land-

ing charge, from which their enemies have never departed

fuice the beginning of the world, and v/hich, of all others,

hath been molt readily and molt univerfally believed. In

other inftances, the reproaches thrown upon the children

of God have been oppofite, and mutually deftru6live of

each other. Chrill himfelf, when his zeal in his Father's

bufmefs made him forget to eat bread, v/as faid to be befide

himfelf, and mad. At other times he was called a cun-

ning deceiver and mafler of the curious arts. But in this,

his enemies, and tfiofe of his people, have never varied.

And their fuccefs has been equal to their malice. They
crucified him as an enemy to Ccsfar, with the title of ufur-

pation written over him ; and they have compelled all his

difciples after him, to bear his crofs, and to groan under
the weight of the fame unjufl and llanderous charge.

There are few fubje6ls more worthy of the ferious at-

tention of thofe who firmly believe the word of God. None
which will afford greater occafion to adore the myflerious

depth of divine Providence, or furnifn more inllrudtive

leilbns to fuch as defire to hold on with Iteadinefs in the

Vol. 11. o G
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paths of true religion. Above all, this fubje£t may be

ufeful to miniflers' of the gofpel. It will contribute to al-

certain the charaQer which they ought to bear ; to direct

them in their duty ; to prepare them for, and fortify them
againft the trials which it is impoiliblethey can avoid.

In diicourfing further upon this fubjed\ it is propofed,

through the alLllance of divine grace^

I. By a ftiort hiftorical deduction, chiefly from the holy

Scriptures, to fliew, That the charader of fcditious, trou-

blefome, and diforderiy, hath been conilantly given by

wicked men to the fervants of God.

II, To enquire, and endeavor to point our, what it is

in true religion that gives occafion to this charge, and

makes the world prone to believe it.

In the laR place, To make fome pra^ical improvement

of what may be faid.

I return to the firR of thefe, viz.

I. By a fliort hiftorical dedudion, to fliew, That the

charadler of feditious, troublefome, and diforderiy, hath

been conilantly given by wicked men to the fervants of

God.—It would not be difficult to point out fomelhing of

this fpirit prevailing in the world, from the life of alrnoft

every good man, whofe name Ihmds upon record, how-

ever fliort and general the account be, that is given of

many of them in Scripture. But, as much of what might

properly enough fall under this head, will be necellary in

the illuikation of the fecond ; to prevent confufion and

repetition, I fliall content myfelf widi fome leading in-

fiances, in very different ages, from the earlieft to the

late 11 times.

The iiril I ihall mention is, a paffage as extraordinary

in its nature, and as Hngular in its circumftances, as any

that hidory affords. It is the meeting of Ahab and Elijah,

in the time of a great famine in the land of Ifrael. Ahab,

that profane prince, had by his apoltacy and idolatry,

brought down tlie judgment of a righteous God, bcth on
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hk kingdom and on his houfe. We are told, " That he
*' did more to provoke the Lord God of Ifrael to anger,

*' than all the kings of Ifrael that were before him."^ He
had perfecuted the vvorfliippers of the true God with un-

relen.ing violence ; and, as it was natural to expert, he

hated with uncommon rancor, and diftinguiihed by un-

common feverity, all the prophets who continued fted-

fall in the caufe of truth. As many of them as he could

lay hold of, he had put to death. He had hunted for

Elijah, not only through all the kingdom of Ifrael, but

through the neighboring nations, as we find related by

Obadiah his principal lervant, " As the Lord thy God
*' iiveth, there is no nation or kingdom whither my lord

" hath not fent to feek thee : and when they faid, He
*' is not there : he took an oath of the kingdom and na-
*' tion that they found thee VioVh After all this feve-

rity on his part, when Elijah, by the command of God
went out to meet him, fee theform of his falutation; "And
''

it came to pafs, when Ahab faw Elijah, that Ahab faid

'* unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Ifrael ?'V To
this the prophet makes the following flrong and juft reply,

*'
I have not troubled Ifrael ; but thou and thy father's

" houfe, have troubled Ifrael, in that thou haft forfaken the

''commandments of the Lord', and thou hafi: followed

" Baalim."

Another inftance fimilar to the former may be found in

Jehofhaphat and Ahab's confutation before going out to

battle. " And Jehofliaphat faid, Is there not here a pro-

" phet of the Lord befides, that we may enquire of him ?

" And the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofliaphat, There is

^' yet one man (Micaiah the fon of Imlah) by whom we
'^ may enquire of the Lord; but I hate him, for he doth
*' not prophefy good concerning me, but eviL"(i Here,

you fee, Micaiah was the object of hatred and averfion,

becaufe he denounced the judgment of God againft the

king's wickednefs. That vengeance which he himfelf

not only merited, but folicited by his crimes, was attribii-

ted to malice in the prophet.

a 1 Kings xvi. 33. b \ Kings xviii. 10. e Ibid. yer. IT^

^ 1 Kings xxii. 7, 8.
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See an inflance of a general accufation of this kind

againfi: all the worfliippers of the true God, by Hanian in

J:he book of Eflher. " And Haman laid unto king Aha-
" fuerus, There is a certain people fcattered abroad, and
" difperfed among the people in all the provinces of thy
'^ kingdom, and their laws are diverfe from all people, nei-

*' ther keep they the king's laws ; therefore it is not for

,*' the king's profit to fuffer them."<^

The prophet Jeremiah met with the fame treatment at

dlfFerenjt times. Neidier prince, nor priefts, nor prophets,

were able to bear without refentment, the threatenings

.which he denounced in the name of God. '*' Now it came
" to pafs, when Jeremiah had made an end of fpeaking
*' all that the Lord had commanded him to fpeak unto all

" the people, that the priefls and the prophets, and all the

" people took him, laying. Thou flialt furely die. Why
*'• haft thou prophefied in the name of the Lord, faying,
*' This houfe fliall be like Shiloh, and this city fliall be de-

" folate without an inhabitant, and all the people were
" gathered againfi: Jeremiah in the houfe of the Lord.^

—

" Then fpake the priefts and the prophets unto the prin-

" ces and to all the people, faying. This man is worthy to

'* die, for he hath prophefied againft this city, as you have
" heard with your ears.'V We find him afterwards ex-

prefsly accufed of treachery on the fame account. ** And
*' when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the

" ward was there, whofe name was Irijah, the fon of She-
'' lemiah, the fon of Hananiah, and he took Jeremiah the

" prophet, faying, Thou falleft away to the Chaldeans.'W

The prophet Amos is another inftance, precifely paral-

lel to the laft. Eecaufe of his fidelity to God, he was in-

vidioully reprefented as an enemy to the king. '-'- Then
** Amaziah the prieft of Beth-el fent to Jeroboam king of
*' Ifrael, faying, Amos hath confpired againft thee in the

f- midft of the houfe of Ifrael : the land is not able to bear

*' all his words. "(?

Our blelfed Lord and Saviour fell under the lame accu-

fation. However plain and artlefs his carriage, he is call-

a Efther iii. 8. b Jer. xxvi. 8, 9. c Ibid. ver. 11.

d Jer. xxxvii. 13. See alfo chap, xxxviii. 4. e Amos vii. 10»
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ed a deceiver of the people.# " There was much murmur-
'' ing among the people concerning him, for fome faid,

" he is a good man : others faid, Nay, but he deceiveth

" the people "^ His enemies endeavored to embroil him

with the civil government by this infidious quellion, " Is

" it lawful to give tribute to Casfar, or not r" And that

whicli brought him at lail to the crofs was the fame pre-

tended crime. *' And from thenceforth Pilate fought to

'* releafe him : but the Jews cried out, faying, If thou let

" this man go, thou art not Casfar's friend : whofoever
" maketh himfelf a king, fpeaketh againfl Cssfar/'^

I fhall clofe this view of the Scripture hillory, with the

pafTage of which my text is a part. The whole crime of

the apoftle Paul, and his companion, v/as ; reaching thq

dodb'ine of the crofs of Chrift, his great and darling theme.

We are told, he '' opened" and '' alledged, that Chrifl mud
" needs have fuffered, and rifen again from the dead.'*

Then the Jews, to whom this dodlrine always was a flum-

bling-block, were '' moved with envy," and endeavored to

inflame the refentment of the idolatrous multitude: they

took for their aiTociates the moll wicked and profligate,

'' Certain lewd fellows of the bafer fort :" They *' let all

*' the city in an uproar :" And as, no doubt, the friends

of Paul ancj Silas would endeavor to protect them from

the injurious aflault, their enemies very gravely charge

them as the authors of the confufion, both there and elfe-

v/hcre. " Tiiey that have turned the world upfide down,
," are come hither alfo."

Having produced thefe inflances from the holy Scrip-

tures, which are liable to no exception, I fhall fay but

little on the fubfequent periods of the church. Only in

general, the fame fpirit will be found to have prevailed in

every age. Whoever will take the pains to look into the

hi {lory of the church before the reformation, cannot fail

to obferve, that when any one, either among the clergy

or laity, was bold enough to reprove the errors in doftrine,

or the ambition, luxury, and worldly lives of his cotem-

poraries, he was immediately branded as a fadious and

a John vii. 12, b John xix. 12.
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disorderly perfon, and often fcverely punlfhed as an ene*

rny to the peace of the church.

That this was the cafe with the firft reformers, both at

home and abroad, is too well known to need any proof.

And we have had ftill more recent examples of it in both

parts of the united kingdom. The noble druggie which

many in England made, about an hundred years ago, for

their liberties facred and civil, flili bears the name of the

grand rebellion. And it is remarkable, that, however
jufi: a title they had to ftand up for their rights as men and

Chriflians, yet their doing fo at that time, was in a great

meafure owing to the fury and violence of their enemies,

who were, in every refpedt, the aggrelTors. A very judir

cious hillorian fays on this fubjedl, " That which, upon
'^ the whole, was the great caule of the parliament's

" flrength and the king's ruin, was, that the debauched
*' rabble through the land, took all that were called Puri-
** tans for their enemies ; io that if a man did but pray in

" his family, or were but heard repeat a i'ermon, or fmg a

" pfalm, they prefently cried out. Rebels, roundheads, and
'' all their money and goods that were portable, proved
'^ guilty, how innocent foever they were themfelves. This
*' it was that filled the armies and garrifons of the parlia-

** ment with fober pious men. Thoufands had no mind
'' to meddle v/ithtiie wars, but greatly de fired to live peace-

*' ably at home, when the rage of foldiers and drunkards
'^ would not fufFer them.''<7

And in Scotland, after the reftoration, though there was

no IVruggle for civil liberty, all who chofe to obey God
rather than man, either in the fubdance or circuinllances

of religious duties, were charged with treafon, and fufTered

as rebels. They were expelled from the church
; yet

cenfured as fchifmatics. They were harraiTed, fined and

imprllbned, when living in peace, without any fault but
*' concerning the law of their God ;" and yet complained

of as troublefome. They were banifhed, excommunica-

ted, and denied the common benefits of life ; and yet,

when the extreme rigor of their opprefTors compelled

them to take up arms in felf-dcfence, they were condemii-

a Calamy'sLifc of Baxter, Chap. IV.
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ed in form of law for refilling that government whieli had

denied them its proteftion.

I forbear to add any more particular examples ; but

from the deduction above given, it will plainly appear,

that worldly men have been always difpofed, firft to op-

prefs the children of God, and then to complain of injury

from them, that by ilander they might vindicate their crp-

preffion. Their ilander too, hath flill run in the fame

lliain ; troublers of Ifrael, deceivers of the people, ene*

mies to Ca;far, and turners of the world upfide down,

have been the opprobrious titles generally given to the

moH upright and moft faithful men, in every age and
country.

We proceed now^
II. In the fecond place. To enquire, what it is in true

religion that gives occafionto this charge, and makes the

world prone to believe it.

That there muft be fomething of this kind is very evi-

dent. So uniform an efFe(Sl, could not take place without

an adequate caufe. And, to a feriousand attentive ob-

ferver, I am perfuaded it is not difficult to difcern. The
general caufe of this efTedt is, that, in an equivocal fenfe,

the charge is julL True religion does, indeed, give trou-

ble and uneafmefs to wicked men, while they continue

fuch ; and it cannot be fuppofed, but they will deeply re-

fent it. In order to illuilrate this a little more fully, I

beg your attention to the three following obfervations.

I. The example of the fervants of God, is a continual

and fenfible reproach, to the contrary conduct of the men
of the world. Nothing can preferve peace to any man,
but fome meafure of felf-fatisfadlion. K% a deceived heart

turns the wicked afide, fo the continuance of felf-deceit is

neceffary to his tailing thofe pleafures of fm in which his

niiftaken happinefs is placed. To reproach his conduct,

therefore, is to dillurb his dream, and to wound his peace.

And as pride, however finely difguifed, has the dominion

in every unrenewed heart, how ofFenfive muft every fpe-

cies of reproof be, to men of this charad^er ? Now, is not

the example of every good man, a fevere and fenfible,

though filent, reproof to the wicked ? With whatever
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fpecious arguments men may fometlmes plead for finV

with whatever falfe pretences they may often excufe and
palliate it to their own minds, when it is brought into one
view with true religion, it is not able to bear the compari-
fon. The example of good men to the wicked is, like the

fun upon a weak eye, diftreffing and painful. It is excel-

lent in itfelf, but it is offenfive to them. If I may fpeak {o.^

it flaflies light upon the confcience, roufes it from a Hate of

infenfible fecurity, points its arrows, and (harpens its iling.

What elfe was it that produced the firll: a6l of violence

that (lands upon record, the murder of Abel hy his bro-

ther Gain ? Of this the apoftle John fpeaks in the follow-

ing terms, " Not as Cain, v/ho was of that wicked one,

"and flew his brother : and wherefore, flew he him?
*' Becaufe his ov/n works were evil, and his brother's
*' righteous."

And, as every worldly man's own tonfcience is thus

made troublefome to him by the example of the children

of God: fo it tends to fet fmners at variance with one,

another, and expofes the condu^l of each to the cenfure of

the red. Sin, however univerfally pradlifed, is yet gene-

rally fliameful. Gonfcience though bribed, and compara-

tively blind in a man's own cafe, is often juft and impar-

tial, at lead under far lefs bias, in the cafe of others. It is

in this way, and in this w\ay alone, that the public honor

and credit of religion is preferved, amidft fo great a majo-

rity who are enemies to it in their hearts. Mud not then,

the example of a drift and confcientious perfon, fet in the"

Itronged light the faults of thofe who a6t a contrary part,

fo oden as they happen to fall under obfervation together.

Nay, does it not open the eyes of the world upon many
leffer blemidies v/hich would otherways efcape its notice ?

The degree of {l:jame that attends any praflice, is always*

in proportion to the f^nfe v/hich the bulk of mankind have

of the evil of it. And this fenfe cannot, by any mean^,

be more drengthened, than by an example of what is

good ; as deformity never appears fo fliocklng as when
compared with perfedl beauty. Thus, a truly pious man
is, by every indance of his vifible condu<St, cxpofmg to'
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Reproach fome one or other, and by confequence provo-

king their refentment.

It is for this reafon that men difcover fuch a pronenefs

to difparage every profeiTion of piety fuperior to their own.

Hovv common is it to afcribe every luch appearance to

weaknefs or hypocriiy. In the generality of wicked men
this is not fo properly malice as feirdefence. If they

ihould allow the excellence of fach a character, it would

be condemning themfelves out of their own mouths.

Their inward reflection^ in all probability, is perfeQly fi-

milar to that of the Pharifees, v;hen Chrifl aflced them,

Whether the baptifm of John was from heaven, or of men I

*' They reafoned with themfelves, faying, If we fh all fay

" from heaven, he will fay unto us, Why did ye not thert

*' believe him ?'' In the fame manner, fhould any confe fs

the oxeHence of a conduct oppofite to their own, it would

be impoifible to avoid faying to them, W^hy do ye then

fo fin again!! light ?

Every one will fee, that this mufl necefFarily hold mod
flrongly in the cafe of thofe whofe office, or whofe work,'

is of a public nature. They are like a city fet on an hilL

As their charaiter is moft confpicuous, it ij, by neceifary

confequence, moft ufeful to the good, and moft provoking

to the v/icked. Faithful minifiers of Ghrill, for inftance,

are the lights of the world, and, by their piety and dili-

gence, are a Handing reproach to the world lying in wick-

ednefs. But, in a particular manner, they muft be the

obje6i3 of the hatred and refentment of thofe of their owri

order, who will not follow their fteps. This is an evident

confequence of the principle above laid down. As their

character iiiffers moft by the comparifon, their paffions

muft neceflarily be moft inflamed. Let a minifter of

Chrift be ever fo guarded in his Ibeech, ever io inoftenfive

in his carriage, ever fo diftant in reality from injuring

others ; if he is more frequent or more afTeQiotiate in

preacliiog, if he is more ailicluous in the duties of his

funi^cion, thi." muft naturally excite the refentment of the

lazy, ilotlrful part cf hiis profefTjon, This of itfelf, is in-

jury enough to thofe who love their Worldly eafe, and have

more pleafure in the poffcflion of their benefice, than the

Vol. M, ^H
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exercife of their office. Is this rurprifing ? Not in thi5

lead. His coRclu6l does indeed molell their quiet : it

either forces them to greater difigence, or holds up their

real charafter to light, and expofes them to contempt

and fcorn.

In order at once to confirm and illuflrate this truth, be

pleafed, my brethren, to obferve, that the force and malig-

nity of envy in defaming of characters, is always in pro-

portion to the nearnefs of the perfon to whom the charac-

ter belongs. Diftance, either of time or place, greatly

abates, if not wholly extinguiiiies it. Suppofe the charac-

ter of a perfon drawn, who lived many ages ago, or even

at prefent in a very difknt coantry ; fuppofe him repre-

iented as eminent in virtue of every kind, as remarkably

diligent, as indefatigably a6live in doing good ; there are

few who ihew any diipolition to call in quellion the fact, or

impute it to fmifler motives. But let the fame be the ap-

parent charafter of any man among his cotemporaries,

and how many are immediately up in arms againfl: him ?

How implicitly do they believe, and with what pleafure

do they fpread every idle calumny to his prejudice ? How
is his piety immediately converted into hypocrify, his zeat

into faction and ill nature, his fervor and diligence into af-

feQation and love of popularity ; and, in a word, every

valuable quality into that vice, by which it is moft com-

monly or moft artfully counterfeited.

That this difference of judgment is entirely owing to

the reafon I have aifigned, will further appear, if you con-

fider, that fo foon as a connexion of the fame nature hap-

pens, by any accidental eircumftance to be eftabliflied,

the fime invidious refentment immediately takes place

againfl the moll diftant charaders. What inveterate pre-

judice do infidels generally (liow, againfl the charaders of

the Scripture faints, and thofe of the fathers of the Chriltian

church, becaufe theeftablifhment of fuch eharaders does

i::«ceffarily and manifeftly infer the overthrow of the cauie

irv which they are embarked. In the mean time, the wife

men of the heathen nations are fuffered to poffefs, without

contradiction, all the reputation which their countrymen

iii aftev-ages have thought fit to bellow upon them. Nay,
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{bmetlmes to ferve a certain purpofe, their chara^ler is in-

crealed and magnified beyond all reafonable bounds.

—

What pains have been taken by thofe Chriftians, who pa-

tronize the modern inventions and improvements in theo-

logy, to undermine the characters of the moil eminent
champions of the ancient faith? What vi^ould fome perfons

teach us to believe of Athanafius and Auguftine in earlier,

Calvin, Luther and Melandhon in later times ? Not that

we have not well atteiled evidence of their piety and in-

tegrity, but that, being of different fentiments from their

accufers, the excellence of their character is too good a,

fupport to their caufe.^z

2. Another reafon Vv'hy the fervants of God are repre-

fented as troublefome is, becaufe they will not, and dare

not comply with the fmful commandments of men. \n
matters merely civil, good men are the moft regular citi-

zens and the moft obedient fubje6ls. But, as they have a

Mailer in heaven, no earthly power can conllrain them
to deny his name or defert his caufe. The reply of Peter

and John to the Jewifh rulers when they were command-
ed " Not to fpeak at all or teach in the name of Jefus,'*

a I take the opportunity here to add, That the principle

above laid down, will plainly account for the great and unaf-
laulted reputation, which the ?-Ionks and retired devotees fo

long enjoyed in popifli times. It was their reputation, indeed,
which upheld for fo lonc^ a period, that immcnfe load of idola-

trous fiiperftition, the Romiih religion ; and it was not loft,

till they were grofly corrupted, and convents ^yere become re-

ceptacles of the moft ihameful impurity and luft. Thefe per-
sons were feparated from the world. No frequent, and few
near comparifons, could be made betv/een them and others.

Nay, their character was voluntary, and peculiar to themieive§,
containing no pretetice of an obligation upon all others to

imitate it ; and therefore, they were fufi'ered to live unenvied.
But if any perfons of piety towards God, and fidelity to their

Matter's caufe, live in the world, and rpfufe to be conformed
to it, they mull expect the fame treatment that he met with.

This he hath told them himfelf, " If the world hate you, ye
" know that it hated mc before it hated you.rt The fervar.t

^' is not greater than the Lord. If they have perfecuted me,
^* they will alfo perfecute you ; if they have kept lay fayinffj
^' they will keep yours alfo."<^

a John :^v. 18. h Verfe %0r
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was in the following terms, " Whether it be right in the

" fight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto God,
" judge yt.^''a With what invincible conilancy and refo-

lution did Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego refufe to

bow before Nebuchadnezzar's golden image? The cafe of

Daniel was perfedlly funilar, whom even the king's coin-

mandment could not rellrain from prayer to God.

When good men are unhappily brought into thefe cir-

icumflances, their condud: is an apparent contradi6lion to

authority. How ready are lordly and oppreflive tyrants

to flyle it obftinacy and pride? And when are there want-

ing flaviih and fubmlfiive flatterer^ near every inferior

tribunal, to aggravate the crime, and to cry, *' If thou

^' let this man go, thou art not Caefar's friend ?" It is not

to be imagined, indeed, but fiich as are ftrangers to true

religion, mufl be greatly provoketl at thole who will not

comply implicitly with their commands. There is a re-

markable paOTage in a letter of Piiny the younger, to the

emperor Trajan, which plainly points out the fentiments

entertained by many on this fubjeft. He was a man in

other m.atters abundantly humane, and yet hear his own
account of his treatment of the Ghridians when brought

to his tribunal. " 1 afl^ed them if they were Chriftians ;

^' if they confefled, I allied them again threatening pu-
*' nifliment. If they perfifted, i commanded them to be

f executed ; for I did not at all doubt but, whatever their

" confefTion was, their frubbornefs and inflexible obflina-

" cy ought to be punilhed."

There is a love of dominion natural to all men, which

is under no controul or rellraint in thofe who are void of

religion. This mull naturally difpofe them to carry on

their fchemes, and to infill on having them univerfally

complied with. It frets and provokes them, therefore, to

find any Vv'ho v/ill not be fubfervient to their pjeafures,

A refufal to obey, on a principle of confcience, is ex-

prefsly fetting bounds to their authority, and faying. Hi-

therto flialt thou go, but no further. Hovv^ few are able to

bear thiswdth patience, the hillory of the world in every

age is one continued proof.

a Acts iv. 19*
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Such refufc^.ls alfo, do always reflect fome diflionor upon

ihe meafures tc which they Hand in oppofition. Whate-

ver any perfon refufes to do, he, as far es in him lies, re-

prefenLs as wrong and iiniul; and, in fome relpe£ls, un-

worthy or unfit to be done. Thus it conies to be confi-

derea not only as withdrawing his own allegiance, but as

corrupting and feducing others. And no doubt, it tends

to draw the attention of the wovld to the difputed com-

mand, and makes fome, perhaps, fift and examine what

they had before blindly gone into without fufpicion.

—

Hence it naturally follows, that whenever fuch interfe-

rence happens between human and divine authority, good

men muft be ccnfidered as diforderly and troublefome ;

and thofe of them of all others moil troublefome, who
with the greated conflancy adhere to their duty, or who,

with the greatefl honefiy and boldnefs, reliil and oppofe

corrupt meafures.

It is lefs furprifing to hnd inflances of this between hea-

then and Chriftian, between the profciling fervant^s and

open enemies of the true God. But it is alloniiliing to

think, how .often the fame thing has happened betweeri

Chriftian and Chriflian, who ought to have been better

acquainted v/ith the rights of confcience, the meafures of

fubmillion, and the duty of forbearance. Not only all

the perfecutions, but many, if not moft, of the fchifms

and divifions that have fallen out in the ChriRian church,

have arifen from the rigorous impofitions of ufurped au-

thority. Unjuil authority is the very eiTence of popery.

The church of Rome has exprefsly claimed a power of

making laws to bind the confcience, difiin6l from the law^s

of God ; and feverely puniflies all who call this authority

in queRion. Nor hath this been confined to them : pro-

teftant churches, though their feparation is founded upon
the very contrary principle, have yet often in practice

a6led in the fame arbitrary manner. They infift upon
obedience to all their appointments, however finful in the

judgment of the fubjedl: and, as a good man v/ill not com-
ply in fuch cafes, how often doth it happen, that, after

they have expelled him from their fociety, ftript him of

his ofHce, and robbed him of his maintcfiance, they alfo
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eafl out his name as evil, loudly charge him as feditious

and troublefome, and the author of all that confulioii

which their own tyranny occafions.

3. One other reafon why the fervants of God are ac^

cufed as troublefome, is, becaufe they are, in many in-

fiances, obliged, to bear teftimony againfl the fms of

others, and openly to reprove them. Reproof is plainly,

of all others, the greateit ofFence and provocation of the

proud, and draws down their heaviefl refentment : and
yet it is often unavoidable. There are fome cafes in which
every Chriftian without exception, muft feel the con-

ifraint of this divine law. " Thou fhalt in any wife re-

*' buke thy neighbor, and not fuffer fm upon him.''^

—

Some fms are fo flagrant in their nature that, even to wit-

nefs them with filence, would imply fome participation of

the guilt. In fuch cafes it is the glory of the pooreil and
meaneft fervant of God, to refent the difiionor that is done
to his name, and reprove the moO: exalted fmner.

But this duty, and the odium arifmg from it, falls mod
frequently to the fliare of the prophets and minillers of

God, who have received a commiflion to fpeak in his name
and to plead his caufe. The faithful difcharge of their

duty, includes in it plainnefs aru:! boldnefs in reproving fin

of every kind. They muft affert and maintain the truth,

and point out the erroi's oppofite to it, with all their guilty

fruits, and all their dreadful confequ^nces. How offenfive

this to human pride? It muft certainly either convince or

provoke, reform or inflame. When righteous Lot fays,

in the mildeft terms, to the luftful Sodomites, ** I pray
'" you brethren, do not fo wickedly," how fierce is the

anfwer ? " And they laid, ftand back. And they faid

*' again, This one fellow came in to fojourn, and he will

** needs be a judge. "^

How many martyrs to truth have there been fmce the

world began? without mentioning thofe in the Old Tefta-

ment, you fee John the Baptift loft his life by reproving

the inceftuous adultery of Herod and Herodias. Our
blefled Saviour gives the following account of the hatred

ofthe w,orld to him, and the contrary reception it gave to

fi Lev. xlx, 17, b Gen. xix. 9.



against Good Men accountedfor, 43

1

his temporifing brethren, The world cannot hate you;
'* but me it hateth, becaufe 1 teflify of it, that the works^

*' thereof are evil." By confuhing the hiftory of the gof-

pel you will find, th"at what gave rife to the confpiracy of

the Scribes and Pharifees againfl him, was his dragging

off the mafli under which they lay concealed, and difco-

vering the errors of their do6trine, and the licent-oufnefs

of their practice. When they '' perceived that he fj^ake

*' againfl them,—they took counfel againfl him to put him?

" to death ;" and accompliflied itfo foon as they could do-

it with fafety. But there cannot be a better example, or

indeed, a more lively and well drawn picture of the effedt-

of plain and juft reproof, than in the cafe of Stephen,

when pleading his caufe before the Jewifn rulers. " Ye
" flifF-necked, and uncircumcifed in heart and ears, ye do
" always refifi: the Holy GhofI: : as your fathers did, fo do
*' ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers per-

"fecuted ? And they have flain them which fhewed be-
" fore of the coming of the juft One ; ofwhom you have
" been now the betrayers and murderers.—When they
*' heard thefe things, they were cut to the heart, and they
" gnafhed on him with their teeth. "<^ It is plainly for this

reafon that the apoftles, in their prayers for afiiilance, do
aimoft conflantly ?Sk, that they may be endued with a pro-

per degree of boldnefs and refolution, *' And now, Lord,
** behold their threatnings ; and grant unto thy fervants
** that with all boldnefs they may fpeak thy word. "<^ Ma-
ny other prayers are to be found in the- apaftolic v/ritings

which run in the fame llrain.^

It is very natural for every one at this diRance, to ima-

gine, that he could have been in no danger of makin^^

fuch an obdinate refiilaiice to the truth, or perfecuting,

vyith fuch implacable enmity, thofe who efpoufed it. But,

my brethren, all worldly men, in every age, have flill the

fame abhorrence of the faithful fervants of God ; the fame
impatience of reproof, Vv'hen it touches themfelves. Our
Saviour draws thtircharader with great beauty, in fpeak-r

a A6\% vii. 5 1, 52, 54. ^ AQs iv. 29. c See Eph. vii. 19.

2 TheiT. iii. 2.
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ing to the Pharifees ;
" Wo unto you Scribes and Phjtrl-

*' iees, hypocrites, becaufe ye build the tombs of the pro-
*' phets, and garnifli the fepulchres of the righteous ; and
*' fay, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would
*' not have been partakers with them in the blood of the
'* prophets. Wherefore ye be witneffes unto yourfelves,
*' that ye are the children of them which killed the pro-
" phets.'V? It is very delicately hinted in this laft verfe,

that they were of the fame nature, that they grew, as it

were, upon the fame fiock, and therefore it might be ex-

pecled that they would bring forth the fame fruit. I cannot
but here mention a remark of a very eminent writer up-
on this pafiage ;

*' That all nations partake m.uch of this

•'difpofttion of the Jews, to honor the dead faints, and
penecute the living.''^

I have taken notice above, that in every period of the

churchj the moll faithful of the fervants and minillers of

God, have, in fact, been counted troublefome by corrupt

and vv'orldly men. The fame paffages of hiflory conflant-

]y fliew, that this has arifen chiefly from their attempts to

ilem the tide of prevailing vice ; from their boldnefs and
faithfulnefs in reproving fafliionable crimes. In th^

twelfth century, Arnulphus, a devout man, and excellent

preacher, fpeaks thus to the clergy :
" I know that yoif

'^ leek my life^ and will fhortly kill me : But why "i I

"Ipeak the truth to you, I reprehend your pride and
*' haughtinefs, avarice and luxury : therefore I pleafeyou
*' not.'V And in the fourteenth century, an ancient wri-

ter fpeaks of the court of Rome in the following terms :

*' For what can you conceive will happen where virtue
*' was loiig ago extinct and buried ? There furely truth

"is the highelt crime, and of itfelf fufficient to procure'
*' the hatred of many. For how can we expect but that
*' Ihould happen, where a true word cannot be fpoken
*' without a great reproach, where the word of men are

"promoted,—Vvhere fimplicity is elleemed madnefs,—

>

" where good men are rendered ridiculous, infomuch that

cMatt. xxiii. 29, 30, 31. ^' Tiilollon.

c Vv'hitby's App» to his book on Hofl-^yorfllip.
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'* now fcarce any of them doth appear but to be laughed

•' at. Theie few things truth itfelf hath dared to fpeak,

" whence you may gather what you are to think of many
" others, which fear doth force me to conceaL"^ It is

unneceifary to cite many pdifages to this purpofe ; I fhall

therefore conclude this head with the following juft re-

flexion of the pious, diligent, and catholic Mr. Baxter ;

" I fee there is no help for it, but we muft ofFend witked
" men. It is impoflible to avoid it, but either by our

" fiience or their patience. Silent we cannot be, be-

" caufe the word of God commands us to fpeak ; and
" patient they cannot be, becaufe fm has the dominion in

*' their hearts."

We now proceed, in the lad place, to make fome prac-

tical improvement of what has been faid. And,

In the firft place, You may learn from what has been

faid upon this fubje6l, the juft and proper anfwer to an

objection againfl the gofpel, much infilled on by its ene-

mies, viz. That it has introduced perfecution for con-

fcience fake, with which the world was in a great meafure

unacquainted before. There are kw^^ fubjefts, on which

infidels enlarge with greater pleafure, than the cruel ha-

tred and animofity that has prevailed ; the bloody wars

that have been carried on ; nay, the favage and inhuman
maffacres that have been perpetrated on a religious ac-

count, fince the publication of the gofpel. I think this

objedlion is but feldom anfwered as it might be. It is

ufually indeed, and juflly obferved, that whatever may
have been done by thofe profe fling the gofpel, there is no
countenance given in it to fuch a fpirit and pradice. But
the objeftion is not wholly removed, while infidels are

allowed Hill to contend, as if it ferved their own caufe,

that perfecution has been its conftant attendant and infe-

parable efFe£l. We ought therefore, towrefl this argument

out of their hands, and firfl to produce this faft as an ac-

complifhment of our Saviour's prediction; " Think not
*' that I am come to fend peace on earth : I came not to

Vol. II. 3 I

d Petrarch's Ep,
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" fend peace, but a fword. For I am come to fet a man
" at variance againit his father, and the daughter agalnil

" her mother, and the daughter-in-law againll her mother^
** in-law. And a man's foes fliall be they of his own
*' houfliold."^

Having gone thus far, we have reafon to contend that

the difciples of Chrift have always u-flered, and never in-

fli6led the injury, though they have often been obliged to

bear the blame. The multitude of heathen religions,

though not always, yet did generally agree together : and

well they might, for they were all from the fame author.

None of them, however, could agree with the gofpel : for

this plain reafon, that ** no lie is of the truth." But from

what quarter did the violence proceed ? Did' not the

dreadful perfecutions againft the Chriftians, in the three

firft centuries, proceed from the heathens I Did the

Chriftians commit any other crime againft them, than

pointing out the fin and danger of their idolatrous wor-

fhip, and immoral pradlices ? Was not this alone fuili-

cient to raifeacry againft them, as turning the world up-

fide down ? And in all the fubfequent perfecutions among
profefting Chriftians, was it any thing elfe than the proud,

violent, and worldly I'pirit of thofe who made a gain of

godlinefs, opprefting the few real believers of every deno-

mination ? There is an antichriftian fpirit in every

church, that fliews itfelf in perfccution, in a greater or

lefler degree. But there can be nothing more unjuft, than

to attribute the perfecution of Chrifi's difciples by his ene-

mies and theirs, to the fpirit of his religion.

Is it then boldly aftirmed by fome, that the Chriftian is

the only religion in the world that leads to perfecution ?

I anfwer, on the contrary. It is tl:e only religion that has

luffered perfecution from all its numerous enemies: and

at the fame time, it is the only religion in the world that

requires, and points out the obligation, of mutual forbear-

'dnce, and makes tlie juft and proper divifion between the

things that are C«x'ar's, and the things that are God's.

That it is often blamed as perfecuting others, is a proof

* ivlatth. X. 34, 35, 36.
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and illudratron of this truth. For all is of a piece, and the

falle accaiation arifes from the Iburce which I have opened
up above, and confirmed by examples produced from hif-

tory. To thefe I fliall now only add one obfervation,

which comes in with peculiar propriety here ; That innu-

merable inftances may be given, in which thofe very per-

fons who were ready to lift the fecular arm againfl good
men, have loudly complained of the exercife of difcipline,

and the cenfures of the church upon their crimes. Thefe
they often ftyle perfecution, and always affirm to flow

from a perfecuting fpirit. But as they are often neceffary,

fo even when they are unjullly applied, it is plain from
their very nature, that if they be groundlefs, they muft be

perfectly harmlefs.

Thus the ftate of the world is fo far from being an ob-

jedlion again 11, that it is a proof of the truth of the gofpel.

True ChriiHans have fuffered from every quarter ; from
within and from without ; from open enemies and from
falfe brethren. They have been firil perfecuted, and then

flandered as perfecuting others ; nay, obliged to bear the

odium of that very opprefllon under which they groaned.

Of all this they are fairly fore-warned by their Saviour,

who fays, '' Behold, I fend you forth as fheep in themidd
" of wolves." They are expofed to injurious treatment

from many, and may expedl to fuffer without caufe. None
however make fo cruel a havoc, as thofe wolves who put

on fheep's clotliing ; and yet, of all their cruelty, the poor

fuffering fl\eep mult bear the blame.

2. From what hath been faid, you may fee the guilt

and dang/jr of thofe who falfely accufe the children of God.
Perhaps you may be ready wholly to refufe the charge,

and to fay, Where is the neceiTity, where is the propriety

of this at prefent I Have we not all civil and religious li-

berty .'' and are not religion^ and its minifters in edeem
and repute ? I anfwer, It is never unneceffary. The fault

I complain of is no part of the peculiar degeneracy of this

age. It is not confined to any one age, country, or pro-

feflion, but is common to them all : and we would but

deceive ourfelves, fiiould v/e fondly fancy we are exempt-
ed from it. Nay, our prefent flate as a church and na^
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tion, feems to render fuch a warning peculiarly feafon-

able. We have long enjoyed outward peace. In every

other country this has introduced a worldly fpirit, ambi-

tion, luxury, and Hoth. And is there no veftige of thefc

characters among us now ? Who will pretend it ? Are
there not fome who cannot endure fuch ftri6lnefs as is

inconfiftent with conformity to the gay and fafliionable

w^orld ? Do not all fuch incline to charge every profeffion

of piety with hypocrify ? Da they not confider every

faithful reprover, as an enemy to their peace ? Do they

not hear with fecret pleafure, and fpread with apparent

triumph, every report, to the prejudice of fuch troublers

of Ifrael ?

This then is the chara(5ler ; and as many of you a^'

confcience charges with the guilt, may fee your danger.

You may fee whofe caufe you plead, and whofe reward

you fliall Ihare. What inward enmity do you difcover

againfl the fpirit and power of true religion ? You are of

the number of thofe who " Hate the light, and will not
*' come to the light, left your deeds Ihould be reproved.'*-

You are of the number of thofe who fay '^ to the feers, fee

' not, and to the prophets, prophefy not unto us right

*' things, fpeak unto us fmooth things, and prophefy de-

" ceit." You will not *' endure found dodrine," but love

and follow only that which will exercife and amufe your

imagination and fancy, footh and gratify your pride and

vanity, or make and keep you at peace with yowrfelves.

You are afleep in fecurity, and will avoid every thing

that may tend to difturb or interrupt your dan.^erous re-

pofe. And how hurtful is your conduct to others ? You
blaft the charadlers and leiTen the ufefulnefs of the minif-

ters of Chrift. You bring an evil report upon tlie truth,

by rendering them odious or contemptible who bear it^

—-And if we, my brethren, who are minifters of the gof-

pel, imitate this example in any meafure, if we diicover

a fufpicion and jealoufy, or an averfion and hatred, i-.t all

who are more diligent than ourfelves, what diflionor uiufl

fall upon our profelfion, what a hindrance is it to the edi-

fication of others, and what guilt do we bring upon Qv'Jr

own fouls.
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3. If this has been the conflant lot of all the fervants

of God, to be accufed as feditious and troublefome, let

every cautious perfon beware of being mifled by the per-

fecuting cry. I aflc any man who is converfant in the

world, if he hath not, in many inftances, been infenfibly

taught to form a hateful idea, or to entertam a defpicable

opinion of many minifiers, without the leuft perfonal

knowledge, the lead: fatisfying evidence or proof. What
is the reafon ? Why, he hath been told, that they are

proud, hypocritical, fadious, cenforious, troublefome men.
Well, the thing is pofTible, no doubt. But, in the mean
time, it is far from being certain ; and this fort of charac-

ter induftrioufly propagated, is no evidence of it at all, or

rather is a prefumption of the contrary. You (be, from
the indanccs produced above, that this is a reproach per-

petually thrown upon the mod upright and faithful of the

fervants of God; that it may very naturally arife from their

fidelity itfelf ; and that it cannot be avoided by thofe who
refill the corrupt meafurts, who reprove the public vices,

or who Ihame the criminal lazinefs, and negligence of
others. An ignorant, vicious, worthlefs miniflcr, is en-
vied by no body. He is therefore quite fafe from all the

poifoned arrows which fly from that quarter. He is ra-

ther a foil to many, to fet cfFand illuflrate their own com-
parative excellence. He is therefore often pardoned, pi^

tied, and protecled. Whereas a faithful miniHer, who
openly dares to bear vvitnefs againfl the apoflacy of others,

is traduced and flandered, loaded with imaginary crimes,

find often falls a martyr to the fmking caufe of truth and
righteoufnefs.

4. Since the world is fo prone to receive the accufation

of fa^iion againft the children of God, let them be care-

ful to give no real ground for it. Unjuft calumny has
fometimes the contrary eifecl. When men find, that it is

impoffibie to pleafe a capricious world, or wholly toefcape
ilander, they are apt to give up all folicitude upon that

head, and take no farther pains to avoid fufpeded appear-
ances. This I take to be, precifely, what the Scripture
calls being " overcome of evil." But hew much better is

it "to overcoip-e evil with good?" Let us, as often as poiii-
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ble, confute the accuflttion by an unblanieable carriage

;

and when we muft fuiler, let us be careful that we fuiFer,

not as evil doers, but for well doing. For this purpofe I

would humbly OiTer to miniders the two following direc-

tions, which I elleern of great mouient.

(i.) Let all our zeal for the glory of C'cd be conduced
not only with Ueadinefs, but with meeknefs. Let us ever

remember, that the wrath of man worketh not the righte-

oufnefs of God. Let our language be ahvays ilridlly

guarded, and free fram exprelfions of rage and fury. If

we are faithful to our duty, it will fufTiciently provoke Tin-

ners, we need not add to it by any mixture of human paf-

fion. "What noble and ededual principles are we furnifli-

ed with in Scripture, for avoiding every dangerous ex-

treme? Love to God
J
and love to man, make up the fum

of pradlical religion. Thefe are the immediate fruits of

faith, and all the truths of the gofpel tend to {Irengthen

and improve them. And as love to God prodaces indig-

nation againil fin, refolution and boldnefs in oppofing it

;

i^o, love to man w^ill naturally produce the deepeil com-

paiiion for the miferable Hate of every enemy of God, and

prevent firmnefs from degenerating into violence.

(2.) The other direction I would offer upon this fub-

jedl is, that minillers take care to avoid ofiicioufly inter-

meddling in civil matters. A minider fliould be feparat-

ed and let apart for his own work; he fliould be conse-

crated to his office. It is little glory to him to be eminent-

ly fivilled in any other fcience, except fuch as may be

handmaids to theology, and are by him habitually turned

into a divine channel. Minifiers giving themfelves to

worldly employments, have been commonly of bad fame ;

and where there is a fufficient provifion m<ide for their

maintenance, {titms, to be an unjull alienation of their time

and talents. But it is ftill more finful and danorerous,

for them todefire or claim the diredlion of fuch matters as

fall within the province of the civil magiflrate. When
our bleffed Saviour fays, '' My kingdom is not of this

*' world,'* he plainly intimates to his difciples that they

have no title to intermeddle with ftate affairs. Nay, he

exprefsly v/arns them ag?.inf! a lordly and arbitrary do-
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minion, even in their own proper fphere. "The kinorg

*' of the Gentiles exercife lorclftiip over them ; and the}^

*^ that exercife authority upon them are called benefafilors.

" But ye lliall not be fo: but he that is greateft among you
" let him be as the younger ; and he that is chief, as he
" that doth ferve."^ I cannot help mentioning here, that

this is one of the things, for which our worthy anceftors

of the church of Scotland (now defpifed by many) deferve

the higheit commendation. It was an invariable princi-

ple with them, to be againft the civil power and places or

kirkmen. And furely, if minifters confine themfelves en-

tirely to their own proper duty, they will be much lefs lia-

ble to exception than othervv'ife. They may then, war-

rantably ufe the greateft fidelit}^ in reproving, and die

greateft ftriftnefs in difcipline ; and though the wicked

dander and oppofe them, the good will defend them, and
God v^ill fupport them.

5. In the lad place. Since the charge of fadion and fe-

dition has been always brought againit faithful miniflers,

let us learn to bear it with patience, and never dilTemble

the truth, or depart, in any m.eafure, from our duty, in

order to avoid it. A perfon of a generous mind feels a

wound in his reputation more deeply, than almofl; any
other injury. We are fiiil apt fondly to flatter ourfelves,

that as religion is truly amiable in itfelf, and ought to

make no enemies, that therefore we (liall have none.

—

Some are very apt to omit, or flightly to perform, feveral

parts of their duty, through that " fear of man that bring-
*' eth a fnare.'* They are unw^illing to forego the hope,

that by certain prudent compliances they will conciliate

and preferve the favor of every man and every party.

But the expectation is wholly vain. The experience of

many ages hath proved it {o. Let us therefore bear with

patience the falfe accufation. It hath been the lot of tha

beO: and worthieR men in every age. It was the lot of our

bieffed mafter, and Ihall we refufe to bear his croi's ? Is it

not " enough for the difciple that he be as his mailer, and
" the fervant that he be as his Lord ?'* The triumph of

a Luke xxii. 25, 2G.
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fjnners Is but very fliort. Jn a little time all earthly rela-

tions fiiall be diffolved. Thdfi high and low, magiftrates

and fubjeQs, miniikrs and people, fliall Rand before the

judgment-feat of Chriil. He lliall "render to every one
" according to his deeds." There the great and noble

ihall find no partial favour ; there the poor and mean fliall

not efcape obfervation ; and there the lying flanderer fhall

be put to eternal filence. He faall openly acknowledge

every faithful fervzmt, and '' bring forth his righteoufnefs

*' as the light, and his judgment as the noon day."
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T H E

C H A R G El

SIR,

A S you are now ordained a mini Her of Chrifl, and

^£\ have received the charge of this congregation, I

hope you will bear with me a little, while I offer you a

itw advices as to the difcharge of your important trufl.

And I cannot help beginning by congratulating you on
the unanimous call you have received from this people.

However defpifed by fome, I count it a moft happy cir-

cumdance both for you and them. It introduces you
with great advantage. It gives you a fair and impartial

hearing ; and, if you do not preferve their efleem and

love, it will probably be, in a great meafure, owing to

yourfelf;

I mud firfl of all befeecli yon, in the mod darned man-
nerj to be dricl and frequent, in enquiring into the truth

and reality of religion in your own foul. Perfonal reli-

ction is the foundation of all relative duties. They can

fcarcely be performed in any tolerable meafure Without it.

It is equally necefHiry to your ufefulnefs, and to youi*

comfort. It is a dliTicult thing, and it is a dreadful thing,

to preach an unknown Saviour. Examine, therefore,

vi'hether you are '' born again ;" whether you have '' paff-

ed irom death to life ;" whether you are united to Chrift

by faith ; v/hether you knov; by experience, the difference

between a date of nature and a date of grace, or not.

IVhile I fpeak this, I allure you, I do not mean it, and I

hope none will interpret it, as any reflection againd, or

implying any fulpicion of you, who have given me no
caufe. I f|)eak it from a deep inipreffion of its impor-

tance to us all. How miferable a cafe is it, to have it as

our budnefs-to bring others to the kingdom of heaven, and
Vol. IL

^

3 K



442 The Charge.

be ourfelves at lad thrufl: out. A minifler is as much lia-

ble to felf-deceit as any other, and in fome refpeils more
fo. We are in danger of thinking ourfelves too eafily

fafe, by comparing that outward regularity, to which our

office itfelf, even from fecular motives, obliges us, with

the licentious extravagance of profane fmners. We may
alfo miftake our frequent thinking and fpeaking of the
" things of God," in the w^y of our calling, for an evi-

dence of true religion in ourfelves. Nay, we are in dan-

ger of miilaking thofe gifts, w^ith which God furniflieth us

for the benefit of his own people, for the fruits of the Spi-

rit, and gracious difpofitions in our own hearts. Main-
tain, therefore, a holy jealoufy over yourfelf. Give di-

" ligence to make your calling and election fure." And,
ifyoufave your own foul, you will probably carry maoiy

others with 5^ou to a belter world ; and be able to fay, af-

ter the example of Chrift, " Behold I, and the children
*' whom God hath given me.""

As to the duties of your office, fee that you preach the

pure and uncorrupted do(5trine of Chrift. Preach Chrifl

crucified, who is '' the way, and the truth, and the life ;"

and without whom " no man can go unto the Father."

You V. ill never be able to make men truly good, till you
convince them of their loft (late by nature ; and thence

make them fee the neceffity of juftification by the free

grace of God, through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift.

If you would know what place Chrift ought to hold in your

preaching and fcheme of doftrine, obferve what room he

fills in the oracles of truth. To the crofs of Chrift give all

the prophets witnefs. The crofs of Chrift is the fum and

fubftance of the New Teftament. The crofs of Chrift is

the Chriftian's hope. The crofs of Chrift is the Chrif-

tian's glory. You fee, by a ferious perufal of the New
Teftament, that the facred writers largely illuftrate the

feveral parts of his charader and office, and feem with

pleafure to embrace every opportunity of fpeaking to his

praife. They fliow how much we are to depend upon him
for ftrength in the difcharge of our duty ; and enforce all

their exhortations by motives drawn from what he hath

done, and is ftill doing, for Iws church and people. You-
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will foon find from experience, that no cold reafonings on

the nature and beauty of virtue, can have fuch influence

in mortifying corrupt afre6tions, as a believing view of a

pierced Saviour. For this very reafon many detefl the

dodrine of the crofs. It gives a mortal blow to every

darling lull. It gives fuch a view of the holinefs and juf-

tice of God, as is intolerable to all thofe who cannot think

of breaking their attachment to fm and vanity.

There is one particular reafon why I have mentioned

this at prefent, and infilled on it at fome length. It is or-

dinary to meet with ferious perfons who complain much,

that from many pulpits they hear little or nothing of the

doctrine of the grace of God ; that the grand and leading

truths of the gofpel are either flatly contradiQed, or kept

entirely out of view, and fomething elfe fubflituted in their

place. I am far from faying that this is indeed the cafe.

On the contrary, I tremble to think that it fliould be but

barely pofTible ; for all thefe do£lrine are clearly contain-

ed in the ConfeiTion of Faith, which every miniller in

Scotland has fubfcribed. If, therefore, there be any one

among us, who doth not preach the dodrine of original

fin, of ChriR's imputed righteoufnefs, juftification by free

grace, the neceflity of regeneration, and the operations of

the Spirit, he is guilty of perjury of the worft kind, for

which I know no excufe. Such a perfon is not only

chargeable with departing from the faith, but with an abfo-

lute proftitution of confcience, and a whole life of hypo-

crify and deceit. I am indeed entirely at a lofs how to

account for this apprehenfion in the people, of a difference

in do6lrine ; but as there certainly is fuch an apprehen-

fion, I think I cannot difcharge my duty oathis occafion,

without exhorting you to be clear and explicit upon thefe

heads. The truth is, they are of fo general confequence,

and have fo neceffary a connexion with every other part

of religion, that, be the fubje6l what it will, wli^re they

are firmly believed, I Hiould imagine the manner of think-

ing and fpeaking would be fuch, as to leave no jealoufy of

an intended omilfion.

This leads me to exhort you, to preach pkinly, or in a

way that may be level to the capacities of the hearers^
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both as to fentiment and exprefuon. God Forbid, that I

fliouid defire you to rufli into a pulpit without prepara-

tion, to preach in a diforderly method, or in a mean, ilo-

venly or indecent ftyle. All pains Ihould be taken to

feek oat fit and '' acceptable words." But there cannoc

be a greater abfurdity in fpeaking to a multitude of com-

mon people, than to difcourfe in fuch a (liff and abflracl^

way, as it is plainly impoflible for them to comprehend.

Nor is it any lefs abfurdity to drefs up an harrangue with

cxcelTive elegance, and a vain, ornamented foppery of

ilyle. Some difcourfes may very well be likened to paint-

ed windows, which, with fine colours upon themfelves,

keep out the light, and make the houfe comfortlefs and

dark. Such conduct is ordinarily followed by thofe, who
would willingly recommend themfelves to perfons of bet-

ter tafte ; but it mufi: evidently render them contemptible

to every perfon of found judgment. However, it is much
worfe than ablurd ; for it is very wicked, when the ever-

lafiing falvation of finners is at flake, to fpeak in fuch a

xnanner as they cannot underiland, or fuch as tenets only

to amufe their fancy, and never can reach their hearts. If

we would know what is a proper and jull manner of

Jlyle and compofition in preaching, let us confider how
any man v/ould fpeak, if he was on trial for his own life.

Would he not fpeak with great plainnefs, earneftnefs and

force ? And is not the falvation of fouls of infinitely more

moment than any man's life ? And fhould it not, if we
believe the Scriptures, be more regarded by every faith-

ful minifter ?

You mull: alfo take care to preach experimentally and

particularly. You will foon find that this is the only

profitable way of preaching, and that, unlefs you apply

general truths to the feveral clafies and charaQers in your

audience, they will make but a forry improverrijent of the

belt infiruclion. The ignorant cannot, and the wifer will

not apply them to themfelves, Befides, the general way

is not only ufelefs but pernicious and huriful. Siippofe

I fhould make an encomium on the w^ife, jull; and gra-

cious government oi God over his rational creation, and

pbferve what reafon all have to rejoice under his adminif.
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tralion. Should I fay fo to this audience without difilnc-

tion, it v/ould be to many a danneroiis and ilupifying poi-

ion. A juft and holy God, is ?. con i\nninp; lire to all the

M'orkers oF iniquity. Thofe who are ftill in their fms,

iliould tremble to think of the government of God.

Beiid^s public preaching, you muii: be dilicrent among
your people '' from hoafe to hoafe." You muft not ne-

glect family inilruclioii, and perfonal adn^.onirion or re-

proof. This is, if net the inoit ufeful part of a miniJler's

work, at lead abfokilely neceflary to the fuccefs of his

preaching. It is alfo by far the moil laborious part, from

which flothful men are moll apt to excufe themfelves. A
man may gratify his vanity by preaching, and public per-

formances; or, thenegiedl being vifjble, he may be com-
pelled to regularity by fear of reproach or perfecution.

But diligence in private, can fcarcely arife from any
thing but a fenfe of duty, and of the prefence and cbfer-

vation of God.

The e::ercife of difcipline is another part of your du-

ty which muft not be om/itted. It is of very great mo-
ment to the intereft of religion. It is a faying of one of

the firfl: reformers, '* They that defireto banilh difcipline,

*' deHre to banilh Chrifl: from his church."'' There muil

needs be offences in the Chrillian church. Eut Vv'hcn

difcipline isnegleded, then the offence becomes unfpeak-

ably more dangerous, efpecially to the yomig and weak.

It makes them think lightly of the charader and privi-

leges of a Chriftian, when there is either a promifcuous

adniiffion to church-comiiv.;nion, or when openly wicked

perlbns are fuffered to continue without cenfure. When
you come to inftruct young perfons, in order to renewing

their bapiifmal engagements in the Lord's fupper; or, if

ever you have occauon to inftruct a heathen in order to bap-

tifm, I can affure you, from experience, you wilt find the

unhappy effed of the low ftate of difcipline among us. It

y.'ill immediately llrike yourfeir, and thefe catechumefis

will foon betray, by their^difcourfe, how hard it is to have

ajuftfenfe of the fanQity of the Chriffian charadler, while

fo many profane perfons are fuffered to be called Chrif-

tians ; and not a few whofe condudl is very exceptionable,
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continue to be admitted at flated times, to the feals of

God's covenant.

How inexcufeable are we in this neg]e6l ? If the firft

Chriilians, without the help or fandion of an eilablifh-

rnent, kept fo ilridl a difcipline, what might we do, who
have the countenance and approbation of the civil power.

In difcipline then, be ftridl:, regular, and impartial. Efpe-

cially be impartial. It is commonly want of impartiality,

that makes us fail in flridlnefs. You will have many
enemies to impartiality in difcipline. You will have the

great and wealthy, n:any of whom, though they live in

Oj^en defiance of the laws and ordinanx:es of Chriil, yet

will be much offended, and complain of it as a grievous

injury, if by a judicial fentence you deprive them of his

name. Nay, you will find in every t:ongregation fome
profefTing piety, who, though they are well pleafed with,

and commend the flri6t exercife of difcipline in the cafe

of others, yet when it comes to touch themfelves, or their

own relations, will ufe many arts to evade it. But if

you be firm and unbiaficd in fo good a caufe, it will have

a fenfible efFeQ.

This leads me to exhort you in the whole of your

work, public and private, to beware of the fin of man-
pleafing. I do not fay, beware of popularity : becaufe,

in the fenfe to which common language hath confined

that word, it is but one half of the fnare. Befides, in

propriety of fpeech, popularity fiiould fignify only being

accepted and beloved, which in itfelf is neither duty

iior fin, but a blefiing. Man-pleafing fignifies, in Scrip-

ture, having this as the end and motive of our aiStions,

rather than being acceptable to God. You ought, in-

deed, for edification, to avoid difpleafing any without

necefilty. But as in this, fo in every olher thing, you

ihould have a far higher principle, than merely courting

the favor either of great or fmall, good or bad. It is,

doubtlefs, a mean and defpicable principle, to a6t only

with a view of gaining the applaufe of the vulgar and
ignorant. But I have often wondered, how fome fhould

fo boklly and uncharitably lay this to the charge of their

brethren, without coniidering how eafy it is, vyith at leall,
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equal jiiftice, to prefume that they are under the hifluence

of, and ading with a view to pleafe the great. I am
fure, there is a much flronger temptation to this than the

former. And, if I am not mlllaken, fawning and fcrvi-

lity hath been the road, in which ambitious and corrupt

churchmen have travelled to preferment in every age.

The truth is, they are equally detellable in the fight of God«

But the lad is much more deflrutlive to the interefl: of

religion than the firft. The favor of the multitude can

fcarcely be obtained, without either the truth or the ap-

pearance of piety ; but the favor of the great is often ob-

tained by filence, and fuffering them in their crimes, be-

ing afTiilant in their pleafures, or fublervient to their poli-

tical deiigns.

To deliver you, Sir, from both, remember the condi-

tion on which you hold your office. " Son of man, I

" have made thee a watchman to the houfe of Ilrael : there-

*' ioxQ. hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning
*' from me. When I fay unto the wicked. Thou Ihalt

'* furely die ; and thou givefl; him not warning, nor
" fpeakeft to warn the wicked from his wicked way to fave
'' his life : the fame wicked man fhall die in his iniquity,

** but his blood will I require at thine hand."^^ ^Forget

then the foolifli accufations of popularity or vanity ; and
confider, that your people are daily carried to their graves,

and you mufi: give an account of every foul that perillies

through your negle(5l.

To conclude, be much in earned prayer to God, that

he would fit you for your work, and crown your labours

with fuccefs. Prayer is abfolutely neceliary to the {ledfad-

nefs and growth of every believer, and efpecially to a mi-

nider. If you believe the gofpel, you will believe that

*' every good gift cometh from above ; that God only can

make you an able and ufeful pador ; and this will make
you importunate with him for a plentiful meafure of the

Holy Spirit to fit you for his fervice. And I defire to

join in praying, that God, for Chrid's fake, would make
you an '* able minider of the New Tedament,"—and
help you to preach the gofpel, not with the v/ifdom of
** words,"—but v/ith " the Holy Ghod fent down from
" heaven."

a Ezek. iii. i 7, 1.8,
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E X li O R T A T I O N

TO THE

PEOPLE.

My Brethren,

YOU have heard the charge given to yotir mini/iefi

Are there then, fo many duties hicumbent on him
hy his Handing in the relation of a pallor to you ? is not th^

relation mutual ? And are there not feveral correfpon-

clent duties incumbent on you as his people ? I beg your
patience, while I put you in mind of a few of the moll im-
portant and neceilary.

In the firft place, it Is cvidendy your duty diligently

to attend upon his miniilry. It is plainly impolTibie that

you can profit by him, if you do not hear him. I am for-

ty that there are many in thefe days, who pour contempt-

upon the ordinances of Chrift's inilitution. But in par-

ticular, there hath been, of late, a great and remarkable'

delertion of public worfhipby thofe of higher rank. There:

is a happy opportunity in this cafe to put all fuch among
you in mind, that having fubfcribed a call to their minif-

ter, they Hand bound by confent to attend upon him. la

it not furprifing to think, that any fhould forget the terms

in which that invitation runs. You intreat him '* to tak^

"the charge of your fouls, and promife him all due obe-
** dience and fubmiffion in the Lord." Can a man honeil-

ly fubfcribe this, who fcldom comes v/ithin the walls of

any church ? One would be counted infamous in the

world, who fiioukl a£l in the face of a figned obligation,

in any other matter, or who even ihould fallify a folemn
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promife. And, is it lefs criminal, becaufe it felates to

rfeiigion and the fervice of God ? It is indeed feldom re-

fented or punifhed by men, becaufe the offence is not

immediately againll them, but it remains to be punifhed

by that righteous God, " To whom Vengeance belongs,—^
'

•* and who will not be mocked.'*

In the next place, my brethren, let mfe intreat ybu td

be tender of the character of your minifter, and of mini-

fters in general. As their office makes the guilt of their

ftns great, and as a (lain on their charafler is moft hurt-

ful to religion, on both accounts, you ought not raflily td

receive an accufation againfl them. I do not riiean to afk

indulgence to the unworthy, I give them up freely to that

reproach and contempt which they juflly deferve. But

let it fall upon the perfon, and not upon the office. Do
liot transfer the faults of particulars to the whole order. It

is cafy to obferve the different reception which the faults or

ihifcarriages of minillers meet with, from perfonS differ-

ently difpofed. The good are affcdled with grief and con-

cern for the offence, or filled with zeal and indignation

againfl the fmner. But loofe arid carelefs perfons difpa-

rage the profeffion, and blefs themfelves in their own uni-

formity and confiftency of character. You may fpare

your refledlions, '' That minifters are but meti, miniflers

** are but like other men,'' atld the like, when, I affure

you, we deny it not. We have all the fame great intereft

at (lake. We often fpeak the more earneflly to you, lefl^

while We preach the gofpel to others, we durfelves fhould

be caft-aways ; and many times defcribe the workings of

a deceitful, wandering, ilothful, v/orldly mind, by taking

the copy from our own.

It falls very properly in my W^ay on this occafion, to

take notice of a reproach thrown upon miniflers, by the

miilake or pervernon of two of the queftions ufually put

at an ordination, and which you have juft heard put to

your miniller. They are fuppofed by many to be fiich as

no man can anfwer with truth, and fo quite improper to

be put at all. The firft of them is in the following terms,
*' Are not zeal for the honor of God, love to Jefus Chrifl,
** and defire of faving your fouls, your great motives, and

Vot. II. 3 L
"
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" chief Indocements,- to enter into the fun£lion of the ha-
" ly miniftry, and not worldly defigns and interefls.^

This is malicioLifly interpreted to fuppofe, that a niinifter

in accepting of a fixed charge, hath no view or intention,

primary or fecondary, of being provided of a mainte-

nance. This would be both unnatural and unreafonable,
'' They that ferve at the altar, muft live by the altar/''

The plain meanrng is, That the great motives of a mi-

nifler, in confeerating himfelf to this employment,> and
accepting the particular (lation affigned him, ought to be

the honor of God, and interefi: of religion, as expreHed

above. And furely, that this fiiould be the cafe,- hatb

nothing in it incredible in our country, the provifron for

the miniflry not being fo large, but a man of tolerable

abilities hath a much greater hazard of rifing to wealtb

and dignity in many other employments. But alas I how
ignorant are they who cavil at this queftion ? Do they

not know that every Chriflian is bound habitually and fu-

premely to regard the glory of God in all his actions .^

This is not peculiar to minifters, except fo far as they

ought to be exemplary in every thing. V/o to every marj

in this affembly, be his employment what it will, if he
does not habitually point his whole a6\ions to the glory of

God. '' Ye are not your own ; ye are bought with a- price t

*' therefore glwlfy God with your bodies, and your fpirits^

•* which are God's."^

The other quellion is this, " Have you ufed any undue
" methods by yourfelf or others, in procuring this call V^

It is i:iipoirible to find fault with thisqueftion, but by leav-

ing out the word, undue. And indeed, it is fo far from-

being wrong, that there v/ouldbe no harm if it Vv-ere more
particularly explained. It was probably intended to dif-

courage all briguing and folicitation, other than a man's-

real charader does for itfelf, or the free unbiaffed judgment

©f others, inclines them to da in his behalf. T apprehend

it does reach a reproof to all thole, who either promote'

©r hinder iettlements,- from politieal connexions, or in

expectation of temporal favors and to thofe who, by pro-

»i*ii^aor threatnings, endeavour to inlluence their inferiors^

a I Cor. y'u 19, ZO.-
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in fuch a caufe. In the mean time, I dare fay it will be

allowed, that any thing of this kind done by a minifter

himlelf, or at his diredion, in his ov/n favor, would be very

wrong : and, bleflcd be God, it is at prefent among us con-

fidered as highly indecent and criminal.

I mufl alio put you in mind of the great duty of family

inftrudion and gorvernment. Heads of families muft pre-

pare their children and fervants for receiving benefit by
public in(lru61:ion, and endeavor by repetition to fix it in

their minds. It is our duty to fpeak plainly, no doubt;

but it is impoffible, preferving the dignity of the pulpit, to

fpeak in fuch a manner as to be underflood by thofe who
have had no previous inftruclion in a familiar way. It is

like cafi:ing feed upon an unopened, unprepared foil,

which takes no root, and brings forth no fruit. Is it not

hard, that, when many are io ready to find fault with

every negledl of minifters, and fometimes expect more
work from one, than ten can perform, they fliould take fo

little pains in their families, thefe fmaller dillricls, which

are committed to their own charge.

To conclude all, Strive together with your minifter in

your prayers to God for him. There is no way more
efFedual to prepare him for ferving you in the gofpel,

and there is no way more proper for preparing you to

attend upon his minidry. If you make confcience of

this duty, you will come to receive the anfvver of your

prayers, and indeed to hear the word of God. Alas

!

that there fliould be fo few of our hearers of this charita-

ble, fympathifing kind. We have fome flupld and in-

fenfible hearers, fome proud and difdainful hearers, many
criticifing and cenfuring hearers, but {cw praying hearers.

Let all that fear God give themfelves to this duty. And
let them not only remember that corner of God's vine-

yard in which their own lot is call, but the kingxlom of

Chrift in general ; and pray, that his name may be great,

*' from the riling of the fon, unto his going dovvai'*

Amen-
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Prayer for National Prosperity and for the Rgviv^t.
of Religion infeparably connected.

SERMON 40.

^Preached on Thurfday, February 16, 1758, being the day

appointed in Scotland for the late Public Faft.

ISAIAH, li. 9.

J.xvake, awake, put on strength, arm of the LORD :

Awake as in the ancient days in the generations of old.

Art not thou it that hath cut Rahab and wounded the

dragon.

My Brethren,

WE are this day called by our fovereign to the duty

of folemn fafling and humiliation, and to earned

prayer for the blefling of God on his councils and arms.

Religion and humanity confpire in urging us to a hearty

compliance, efpecially while public aftairs wear fo threat-

ening an afpeit. It ought alio to awaken the attention^

^nd increafe the ferioufnefs of every particular worlhip-

ing afTembly, that they are joining with fo many others

in intreating deliverance from thefe national calamities,

in which all are equally concerned.

We have often, for fome years pafl, profeifed to humble
ourfelves in the fight of God, and have done it, alas ! with

a ihameful coldnefs and indifference, or with an hypocri*

fy ftill more criminal. But it is remarkable, that fuch is

\ht fituaUon of affair^ at prefent, as hath given m alarm
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even to fome of the moft infenfible, and conftrained them
to confider this duty as now fomewhat more than a form.

There has been for fome tune pall, fuch a continuance

and increafe of public judgments, fuch a feries of abortive

projeds, and broken difconcerted fchemes, as makes the

moil obdinate and inconfiderate ftand and paufe, and feri-

ouily aflv, Is there not a caufe ?

Our fetting apart this day, and applying ourfelves to

the duty of falling and prayer, implies a confeflion of the

power and providence of God.

It implies, that we believe in him, as the Almighty
Creator, and righteous Governor of the world ; the fu-

preme Difpofer of every went, and fovereign Arbiter of

the fate of nations. How were it to be wiflied, that there

was a jufl: fenfe of this truth on the minds of all of every

rank ! And that, in all who are in any meafure fincere

X)n this occafion, the imprefTion may not be tranfient and
partial, but lading and effedtual ! It fliould excite us to a

holy jealoufy over ourfelves, that we have io often effayed

the like duty without any apparent fuccefs. *' Is there un*
" righteoufnefs with God ? God forbid !" The fault,

doubtlefs, lies in ourfelves. Our fads have not been fuch

as God has chofen, and therefore he hath refufed to hear

our prayers.

In general, no doubt the evidence and the effedl of an
acceptable fad, is repentance compleated by reformation.

Where this is wanting, we are judly liable to the charge

brought by the prophet Ifaiah againd the children of Ifrael,

'^ Bring no more vain oblations, incenfe is an abominati-
^' on unto me, the new moons and fabbaths, the calling of
" aflembiies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, even the

^' folemn meeting. Your new moons, and your appoint-
*' ed feads my foul hateth, they are a trouble unto me, I

" am weary to bear them. And when ye fpread forth

^' your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you : yea, when
*' ye make many pravers, I will not hear : your hands arc
'* full of blood. ''(^ There is no quedion but the unre-

ftrainecj flood of impiety which has overfpread this nation,

a Ifa. i, 13, 14, 15.
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folicits divine vengeance, and prevents the elEcacy even

of the fincere prayers that are offered up for deliverance

and mercy. But as, with refpecl to particular perfons,

every error or defe(5l in practice is the confequence of an

erroneous or defective principle, as every vicious a6\ion

proceeds from an impure heart; fo, in a national capacity,

I am perfuaded that our fading and prayer has been fun-

damentally wrong, or effentially defedive in it-felf, and

therefore, has been followed by little or no fenjible fruit

;

or rather that impiety, which it lliould have removed, it

hath only contributed to increafe.

For this reafon my intention at this time is to point

out to you what is the jult and proper objedl of prayer for

divine aid in a time of public calamity, as well as the

great encouragement to its exercife. For this there is a

proper foundation in the pailage of Scripture juft read ia

your hearing. In the former part of the chapter, the pro-

phet had pronounced many gracious pramifes, of inward

and fpiritual profperity, and of outward proteQion and fe-

curity to the church, though furrounded and threatened,

by enemies to her intereiis in both refpeds. He then

changes the form of his difcourle, perfonates believers,

and in their name, as one of tliem, addreffes to God the

prayer in the text, '' Awake, awake, put on ftrength, O
*' arm of the Lord : av^ake as in the ancient days, in the
*' generations of old : art not thou it that hath cut Rahab
*'• and wounded the dragon ?"

The beauty and ilrength of this language, the juflnefs

and farce of the figures here ufed, it is almofl: impoffible

to overlook. The prophet prays for fuch a difplay of di-

vine power and mercy as might be fignal and fenfible.

** Awake, awake, put on ftrength," that is, exert thy

power, difcover thy glory in fuch a manner, as that thy

prefent forbearance may be like the vigor of a waking

man, compared to the defencelefs and ina£live flate of

one that isfaft aileep. *'' O arm of the Lord." Tliis ex-

preffion, the arm of the Lard, with the addition of making

bare his holy arm, is frequently ufed in Scripture ; and it

is fo ftrong, and at the fame time, fo intelligible a figure,

that it is impoflible to amplify or explain^ without weak-



45 6 Prayer for National Prosperity

cning it. In the laft part of the verfe, he animates hisi

own taith, and enforces his requeft, by calling to remem-
brance pail tranfadions, and former difplays of the power

and grace of an unchangeable God. By Rahab and the

dragon we are to underiland Egypt and her king, as ap^

pears by comparing other paffages of Scripture, particular-

]y by Pf. Ixxxvi. 4. and Ezek. xxix. 3. the laft of which

runs thus :
" Thus faith the Lord, Behold, I am againft

*' thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth

" in the midft of his rivers : which hath faid, my river is

*' mine own, and I have made it for myfelf."

In dicourfing on this fubjedl, what I propofe, through

the aflillance of divine grace, is,

I. To point out to you the import of this prayer in the'

firft part of this pafTage, " Awake, awake, put on Ilrength,

" O arm of the Lord."

II. To confider the encouragement included in the laf!

part of it, " Awake as in ancient days, in the generations

" of old ; art not thou it that hath cut Rahab, and wound-
*' cd the dragon :'*

III. To apply the fubjeQ to our prefent fituatiom

And we are to confider,

I. The meaning and import of the prayer.' " Awake^
" awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the Lord." And in

this I have no hope either of infl:ru6ting or perfuading any

but thofe who have fome mtafure of real religion, who do
unfeignedly believe, and will, when called upon, recolle(^

the conftant fuperintendency of Divine Providence. Thefe
only will be fenfible that, as every event is dire(5led and
over-ruled by the Almighty, fo there are righteous, wife

and gracious purpofeS to be ferved by them. All men it

is true, are ready to complain under diftrefs. The mof!

wicked and profligate, " when the waters are gone into

'* their foul," when they feel their mifery, will cry for re-

lief. And, as they will turn them on every hand, and

lay hold on every twig that may afford the leafl profpeQ of
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feeing them from finking, fo the terror of divine power,

with which public calamity is Ibmetimes accompanied,

will even make them cry unto God. But there is a great

difference, between this complaint of the miferable, and

the pr^iyer of faith, which proceeds upon juft views of the

nature and government of God, and is altered of fuccefs.

It may ibmetimes pleafe God to make ufe of defolating

Judgments or alarming public flrokes to awaken a fecure

thoughtlefs generation ; but dutiful, acceptable and fuc-

cefsfut prayei" for their removal, can only be the work of

his own children.

Perhaps it may be thought unneceOTary to direct perfons

of this charadler to the proper object of their prayers, as

they mull be fuppofed habitually to flow from right, prin-

ciples, and to point at jull and warranitable ends. But it

is certain, that, when wickednefs and profanenefs greatly

and univerfally prevail in any nation, the real fervants of

God are not only few in number, but even this little flock,

•always receives fome degree of infe£lion. This we are

taught to expedi by our blefled Saviour, who fays, " And
" becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love of many flialt

*' wax cold." They may both be negligent and defec-

tive in their duty, reftraining prayer before God, and may-

be in a great meafure unmindful of the great and princi-

pal views with which they ought to offer up their inter-

teffory requefls. But, hoping that all fuch among you as

are jutlly liable to this charge, will dlfcern the light, and
feel the force of divine truth, it is my defire to flir tip your
|3ure minds by way of remembrance.

And, in general, fuch a petition as this, *' Awake,
^* awake, put on ilrength, O arm of the lord," fuggefls to

hs, that our prayers for divine interpofition and deliver-

ance from public calamities fliould be fupremely dire(5led

to the glory of God. This, as it is, upon the whole, the

leading purpofe of every real believer, fo it ought to hallow
every fmgle action, and purify every particular defire.

Therefore our prayers mull be conceived in fuch a manner,
and our defires after deliverance mufl be fo qualified, that

the fupreme honor due to God may be preferved invio-

late, that duty may maintain its precedency before inter-

Vol. IL 3 M
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ell, ?-nd fin rhay he flill more feared and avoided than fuf-

ferinoj. The great end both of perfonal afflidion, and na-

tional corredVion, is to weaken our attachment to prefent

and temporal enjoyment, by ftaining its glory, and con-

vincing us of its vanity. If then our chief or only aim,

in allcing deliverance from outward calamity, is that we
may again recover the eafe and quiet of Security, and the

pleafure of plenty, though we may feem to honor God by
imploring his aid, yet is our homage really given to a fen-

lual idol.

That this is neither impoflible nor unfrequent, is plain

from the hiiiory of the children oflfrael. They often ap-

plied to God in their (Iraits :
" When he flew them, then

*' they fought him, they returned and enquired early af-

'' ter God,"iz But this fort- of feeking, merely for pre-

fent relief, or temporal mercies, was far from being ac-

ceptable to him. We are told, that it was tempting God,

thus *' to afk meat for their luli."^ In oppofition to this,

let us look into the grounds affigned in Scripture for God's

granting deliverance, and thence learn with what views

We ought to implore it. The Pfalmifl fays, ** Never-
^* thelefs he faved them for his name's fake, that he might
" make his mighty power to be known."c And the pro-

phet Ezt'kiel, '' But I VvTought for my name's fake, that

*' it fhould not be polluted before the Heathen among
*'* whom they were, in whofe fight I made myfelf known
" to them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt."

But in order to illuflrate this a little further, obferve^

that a jufl regard to the glory of God, in our prayers, im-

plies the two following things. In the firll place. That we
expe<5l deliverance from God alone, defire that it may be

attended with fuch circumdances as his hand and power

may be feen in it, and are willing to acknowledge him as

the fuprem.e and only Author of it. This is plainly in-

cluded in the words of the prophet, *' Awake, awake, put
*' on ftrength O arm of the Lord." As if he had faid. In

thee alone is our hope ;
'' curfed be the man that maketh

•^ flelli his arm." A profane irreligious people are always

^Ffol. Ixxviii. 34. ^Pfal. Ixxviii. IS. c Pfdl. cvi. S.
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prone, m undertaking any enterprlze, to put their trufi:

in human provvefs, to glory and boaft in the greatnefs of

.
their ftrength. And when they are difappointed in their

expectations, they are ready to dwell fo much upon fe-

cond caules, that they entirely overlook, or are with great

difSculty brought to acknowledge the fupreme agency of^

God. We may, however be ienfible, by his taking to

himfelffo often, in Scripture, the title of the Lord of hods,
*' great in might and flrong in battle," that fach condu6t

is robbing him of the glory that is jaflly his due. Ma-
ny are the warnings we have in the word of God not

to place too much confidence in any human means of

fafety. *' Put not your trufl in princes (fays the Pfalmift)

'* nor in the fon of man in whom there is no help.i^; There
** is no king faved by the multitude of an hoft : a mighty
" man is not delivered by much ilrength. An horfe is a
" vain thing for fafety, neither can he deliver any by his

'' great ftrength."/^ And there is no Scripture truth more
frequently, or more fenfibly confirmed in the courfe of

providence. How often do we find, both in former and
later ages, the events of war diametrically oppofite to the

greateil human probability, and the mod confident hu*
man expectation ?

Now prayer for divine interpofition fhould always be
made under a deep imprefiion of this truth. And indeed

we fhall never come to importunity and fervency in

prayer for fuch a mercy, till we are fomewhat aflfeded

with it. All the honor that is given to man is taken from
God. All trull and dependance on human means as fuch,

or on their own account, divides and weakens our reli-

ance on God. But when he is confidered as the fingle

and only fource of relief, we apply with that ardor and
earnelhiefs which neceflity and extremity fugged. This
doth not hinder the diligent ufe and application of outward
means, but keeps them in their proper place, induces us

to dSk the divine blefllng upon them, and prevents us from
provoking the divine jealoufy by icjjolizing and trading ia

them.

fi Pf. cxivi. 3, ^Ff. xxxlii. 16, \tf>
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It ought alfo to bs our defire, that the glory of divine

power may vifibly fhine in our deliverance ; not only

that his hand may do it, but that his hand may be feen in

it, and, if pofTible, to the conviction of all. Nothing is

more impious, and nothing more provoking to God, than

when men arrogate to themfelves the honor of v/hat they

have done by his help, or acquired by the bounty of his

providence. Here the language of the proud monarch of

the eaft, " Is not this great Babylon that I have built, for

•' the houfe of the kingdom, by the might of my power,
*' and for the honor of mv majefty Va But mark the

unexpeded change bv the more powerful word of the

King of kings. *' When the word was in the king's
*' mouth there fell a voice from heaven, faying, O King
*' Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is fpoken, the kingdom is

*' departed from thee."^ How often in Scripture is the

deflrudlion and punifhment of kings and princes afcribed

to their felf-iiifficiency, infolence and pride ? Thus in

that remarkable prophecy againfl: the king of Babylon :

*' For thou haft faid in thine heart, I will afcend into

** heaven, I will exalt my throne above the ftars of God :

*' I will fit alfo upon the mount of the congregation in

*' the fides of the north. I will afcend above the heights
*• of the clouds. I will be like the moft High. Yet thou
*' fhalt be brought down to hell, to the fides of the pit.

** They that fee thee, fliall narrowly look upon thee and
*' confider thee, faying. Is this the maq that made the

** earth to tremble, that did fhake kingdoms ? That made
*' the world as a wildernefs, and deflroyed the cities there-

*' of; that opened not the houfe of his prifoners ?"c How
ftrongly does this prove, that in order to pray acceptably

for the interpofition of divine Providence, we Ihould be

willing that God alone fhould have the honor entire and
undivided. *' That the lofty looks of man fhould be hum-
*' bled, and the haughtinefs of man fliould be bowed down,
" and the Lord alone exalted in that day.""^ Was it not

thus that the ancient warriors of the holy nation fought and

profpered ? In confidence of divine aid, or refigned tq

& Dan. iv. 30. b Ver. 3 1 » c If. xiv. 1 3^ 1 7. d If. ii. 1

U
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jthe divine will, they went out and played the men for

dieir people and the cities of their God. And when they

had done fo, they acknowledged that his right hand and

his holy arm had gotten him the vidtory. See the long

©f Mofes on his victory over the Egyptians. " Thy right

hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : Tiiy right

"hand, O Lord, has dafhed in pieces the eneiny. And
>^ in the greatnefs of thine excellency thou haft overthrowa
*^ them that rofe up againll thee : Thou fenteft forth thy
" wrath, which cor. fumed them as ftubble^i."

I cannot conclude this branch of the fubjefl without

jobf^rving, that we have had in the courfe of Providence

a very recent inftance, both of a fmgular appearance of

the hand of God in defence of a righteous caule, and a

Tnodelt afcription of it to the power of the Higheft. That
prince, who appears now to be the chief outward fupport

of the proteftant caufe in Europe, has been enabled lite-

rally (according to the ancient promiie) *^ with five tQ
*' chafe a hundred, and with a hundred to put ten thou-

*'fand to flight.'' The greateil earthly potentates had
(Combined againft him and confpired his ruin. AlTured

pf vidiovy^ they were forging chains for his followers,

and dividing his inheritance by lot. But in the name of

the Lord he let up his flandard. The Lord turned the

"counfels of his enemies into confufion. His victories

have been numerous, extraordinary and important.

And he hath all along avoided boafting and vain-glory,

and pioufly acknowledged that '' Salvation belongeth un-
to God."

In the fecond place, in applying to God for an extraor-

dinary interpofition of his providence, we ought alfo ti»

pray for a difpenfation of his grace and mercy. When
we pray that the arm of the Lord may awake and put on
ftrength, it ihould be that a revival of religion may ac-

company temporal rehef, and that by a plentiful efFufion

pf the Holy Spirit many fmners may be delivered from
the word of bondage, and brought to the glorious liberty

gf the children of God. As this fhould be in itfelf the

«(Ex. XY. 6, 7.
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objedb of our defire, fo it fhould be infeparaWy joined

with the other, and their mutual connexion ftill kept in

view. Temporal mercies to a nation, as well as to par-

ticular perfons, ought always to be made fubfervient to the

promoting of truth and righteoufnefs. It is remarkable,

that thefe two things are always joined in Scripture. And,
indeed, if temporal mercies be confidered in the light I

formerly mentioned, it is impoffible that they can be

afunder. Let any one confult the interceffbry prayers in

which deliverance from external calamity is intreated,

the prophecies in which it is promifed, or the fongs of

praife in which it is celebrated, and he will find, that the

purity and fpiritual profperity of God's heritage is Hill

kept in view. They are confidered as involved in one

another, and the one, as only valuable, becaufe leading

to the other. Inflead of enumerating many paltages, I

Ihall only mention one of the prophet Ifaiah. *' And I

" will turn mine hand upon thee, and purely purge away
*' all thy drofs and take away all thy tin. And I will re-

*' ftore thy judges as at the firll, and thy counfcllors as

** at the beginning : Afterward thou (halt be called the

*' city of righteoufnefs, the taithful city. Zion fliall be

'redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righte-

*'pufnefs/'

And, my brethren, is not the arm of the Lord ?nd the

glory of his power particularly difplayed, when the influ-

ence and dominion of error isdcllroyed, and the obftina-

cy and rebellion of fmners is fubdued ? This is a more

extraordinary, as well as a more excellent effect of pow-

er, than producing the greaceil changes in our outward

ilate and condition. It feems to be on this account that,

in Scripture, the Saviour of fmners, the king of Zion, is

fo often reprefented as glorious in his perfon, and. great in

his power, " For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon

** is given, and die government fliall be upon his ilioul-

" der, and his name ihall be called Wonderful, Counfel-

" lor, the mighty God, the eveirlafting Father, the Prince

" of peace. ii Gird thy fv/ord upon thy thigh, O nioI|;

olfaieJi, ix. 6»
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" Mighty : vnth thy ^lory and thy majefty. And in thy

** majefty ride profperoufly, becaufe of truth and meek-
" nefs and righteoufnefs ; and thy right hand fliall teach

*' thee terrible things."^ Thefe and a multitude of other

paffages plainly fliow that the converfion of fmners, and

defeating the powers of the princes of darknefs, require

an exertion, and is a fignal difplay of the llrength of the

divine arms.

But as it is a matter of the utmoft importance and pro-

priety at prefent, I mud beg your patience, while I endea-

vor a little to illaftrate the neceffity of joining earneil in-

terceilion for the revival of religion and the glory of Chrift's

kingdom, v/ith our prayers for a recovery of national prof-

perity.

For illuftrating this let us attend to the three following

particulars.

1. We have no v/arrant to allc the lafl of thefe without

the firlh

2. We have no reafon to expe6l that it will be feparate-

ly bellowed.

3. If it fliould, in any degree, it would not be ablef-

fmg but a curfe.

Firft, we have no warrant to afk national profperity

without a revival of religion. Our prayers are then only

warrantable when we adjuft and proportion our efteem of

the mercies of God to their real worth, and defire them for

their proper ends. Now, a love to one's country, and a

defire of its outward welfare, is, no doubt, an excellent

and an amiable difpofition. But it is much more fo to be

concerned for their everlafting intereft. Why doth the

love of our country merit any praife, but becaufe it is a

difpofition and tendency to communicate happinefs ? But
what is temporal to eternal happinefs ? What is a fruit-

ful field to a renewed heart ? Peace at home to peace with

God I Security from an earthly oppreffor, to deliverance

from the wrath to come ? A compalTionate heart bleeds for

the mifery of his fellow-creatures Ir poverty or bondage ;

but a fandified heart is flill more deeply aifedted with the

a Pfa. xlv. S, 4,
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ignorance and guilt of others, and their endlefs confeq-Men-'

ces. Now is it a warrantable manner of offering up our.

defires to God, to admire or alk a ihare in the bounty ot*

bis providence, while we defpife and traitiple upon the

riches of his grace ?

But that fuch prayers are linwarrantable, doth not only

appear iroin the unjufr preference given to lefler before

greater mercies, but from' their being a total perverfion of

our defires from the great point in which they ought to

centre. The gifts of God are intended to lead us to the

giver; the events of his providence to be fubfervient to'

the methods of his grace. When, therefore, we alk tem-

poral profperity, without an equal, or rather fuperior foli-

citude for the enlightening and fan6tifying influences oi

the Holy Gholl, we are alienating his mercies from theii^

proper ufe, turning them into weapons of rebellion againll

bim, and cherifliing that love of the world which is de-

llru(Stive of the love ofGod.

Secondly, As all fuch defires are unwarrantable and dif-

erderly, ^o we have no reafon to expedl that they mall be

granted. Let us recall to mind this important truth, that

God; is the fupreme Difpofer of all events. Every prof^

perous event is the effeQ of his bounty. Every calamity

is the rod of his anger, and carries his commillion. Are
there not then wife ends to be ferved by every thing ap-

pointed by him ? Affliction fpringeth not out of the dull.

National calamity is not the rigor of an arbitrary tyrant,

but the wife chaftifement of a gracious father, or the pu-

nifhment of a righteous judge. He ruleth the nations
** fitting upon the throne of his holinefs ;" and unlefs

when he hath a mind to '* make a full end," of a people

ripe fordeftruftion, gives them for a feafon into the hands:

of their enemies to bring about their reformation. If theni

public calamity bears a commiffion for this purpofe from

him whofe work is perfed, what reafon is there to expedl^

that it will be removed before it hath attained its end ?

Will he not repeat the firoke, and increafe its feverity,

till it procure fubmiiTion ? It is true, we cannot precifely

fay how far the forbearance of God may go, or how long

his patience may endure* There jnay be a remiflion, or
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fufpenfion of the final (Iroke, for their farther trial. But
it is certain that when there is no returning to God by re-

pentance, there can be no reafonable ground to hope that

his difpleafure will ceafe, or its effedls be removed.

Thirdly, Though temporal deliverance were granted to

a nation, in any meaftire, without a difpenfation of the

Spirit and revival of religion, it would be no bleffing but

a curfe, and could not be of any long duration. It would
be giving them up to themfelves, to fill up the meafure of

their iniquities, that, when the appointed time of ven-

geance Ihould come, their dellrudion might be more ter-

rible and fignal. It is remarkable, that this is lound a-

\x\ougi\\Q judgments of God, and reckoned one of the

mod dreadful, when he ceafes to ftrivewith apeople, and
gives them up to themfelves. Thus he fays, by the Pfal-

rnift, '' But my people would not hearken to my voice,
*' Ili'ael would have none of me, 'io I gave them up to

" their own hearts lulls, and they walked in their own
*' counfels."c7 So alfo faith the prophet Hofea, " Ephraim
" is joined to idols, let him alone."^ The confequence

bf this is the continuance and increafe of all manner of

ivickednefs. Then fpiritual judgments come in the room
of temporal, which, though they are lefs fenfible, are but

fo much the more fatal. Blindnefs of mind, hardnefs of

hearts and an obftinate contempt of infirudlion, are the

ufual confequences of unfandlified profperity. In fuch

circumllances a nation may exult, and blefs themfelves

in their abundant wealth ; nay, they may be the envy of

their fooli(h and Ihort-fightecl neighbors ; but to the eye

of faith their condition is moll wretched and deplorable^

To what a pitch of impiety they may proceed when all

reltraints are withdrawn, fome nations recorded in hif*

tory are a Handing and melancholy proof. And the fud*

den delblation fometimes inflided, after long forbearance,

hy the Lord of nature, on cities and kingdoms, by fire

from heaven, by earthquakes, peflilence, or the fword, \^

a fearful prefaf^e of the fate of all, who, in the day of re-

commence, fhall fiifFer the ven>^eance of eternal fire.

Vol. II. 3 N
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All thefe things are plainly founded on the word of

God, and inaniteft confequences of the divine govern-

ment. They will, however, make very little imprefTion

on a thoughtlefs and fecnre generation, plunged in fenfu-

slity and lull ; and lead of all on thofe, who have exprefs-

]y lifled themfelves under the banner of infidelity, and
learned to be profane upon principle. This is one of the

vvorll fymptoms of our prelent condition ; the greater our

guilt, and, therefore, the nearer the danger. Nothing was
1-efs looked for by the Babylonian irionarch, in the height

of his riotous midnight feail, than his kingdom's being

taken from him. And yet how fpeedily was it accom-
plifhed, and in how fhort a time was this fuperb and opu-

lent city, the " beauty of the Chaldees excellency," turn-

ed into a ruinous heap ta

I proceed now to the fecond general head, which was :-

II. To confider a little the encouragement to prayer,

contained in the laR part of the text :
'' Awake as in the

'* ancient days, as in the generations of old," &.c.

In this the prophet animates his faith, and encourages

his own dependance and that of others upon the promifes

of God, by celebrating the greatnefs of his power, as ma-
nifelled in former memorable deliverances granted to his

chofen people. He continues his addrefs to the arm of

the Lord : and, inftead of an enumeration of the mighty/

a6ls of this arm in ancient days, and the generations of

old, he fixes upon one fignal and hadincr difplay of divine

majelly and power, in the" dellrudion of the Egyptians,

and the deliverance of Ifrael from that fubjedion and bon-

dage in which thev were formerly held by that people.

This is done with the highefi: propriety ; for the deliver,

ance of Ifrael from Egyptian bondage was moft remarka-

ble and extraordinary in its circumftances, and the hand

of God did moft eminently appear in it. Thus the pro-

phet fays, in the verfe immediately following the text:

*' Art not thou it, which hath dried the fea, the waters of

" the great deep, that hath made the deeps of the fea a way
** for the ranfomed to pals over :'' From this appearance

ei See Ifaiah xiii. 2 i , to the end-
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inbehalf of Ifrael, God often takes his defignation : this

chiefly conllituted the fpecial relation between him and
the people of Ifrael ; and on this their obligation to obe-

dience is founded in the preface or introduQion to the mo-
ral lav/ ;

'' I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee
'* out of the land of Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage."

And indeed this deliverance is often confidered and juiUy,

as typical of the ftill more important- deliverance of the

eleft of God from fin and mifery.

Now let us confider a little the efifedl of fuch a view up-

on the mind, and its influence in prayer. This, I think

may be incibided in the two following particulars :

Fird, it fatisfies us of the povv'er of God, and his ability

to fave. There can be no prayer addreffed to God for

relief and deliverance in an acceptable manner, but what

proceeds upon a confidence in his power. And there is

in men, for the molt part, on this fubjed; a very imperfedl:

and wavering perfuafion. Nay, there is often a greater

degree of unbelief, than they tliemfelves are fenfible of, or

diilindlly apprehend. Tliey are olten fo held captive by
fenfe, and their attention fo much taken up and engrolTed

by outward means and inRruments, that they are backr-

ward to believe, or rely even on an almighty, becaufe an
invifible power. This was the cafe often with the chiL

dren of Ifrael, even after repeated proofs of the ftrength of

the divine arm. Thus fays the Pfalmiil :
" How oft did

^' they provoke him in the wildernefs, and grieve him iri

*' the defart? Yea, they turned back and tempted God,
'' and limited the holy One of Ifrael. They remembered
'' not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from
*' the enemy. "^2 Againft this unhappy tendency, God,
by the prophet, warns his people, a few verfes after the

text :
*' I, even I, am he that comforteth you ; who ar£

" thou, that thou fnouldil be afraid of a man that lliall die,

" and of the fon of man v/hich ihall be made as grafs ?

^' And forgetteth the Lord thy Maker, that hath llretched

" forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ?

^ And hail feared continually every day, becaufe of tli§

«? Pfdh Ixxviii. 40, 41 J 43o
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*' fury of the opprefTor, as if he were ready to deftroy ; and
*' where is the fury of the oppreiTor ?''<^ And indeed no-

thing can be more fupporting under fuch fears, than to

remember the inftancesin which God hath formerly made
his power known. It is, as it were, realizing the divine

pertedlions, and making us to fee him who is invifible. In

this very way does the Pfalmift recover from a difconfolate

Hate, and dark difcouraging views of divine providence.
" Hath God forgotten to be gracious ; hath he in anger
*' fliut up his tender mercies ? Selah. And I faid, this is

*' my infirmity, but I will remember the years of the right

*' hand of the mofl High. I will remember the works

*' of the Lord; furely I will remember thy wonders of
*' old, I will meditate alfo of all thy works and talk of thy
*' doings."^

In the fecond place, the fame view ferves to afcertain us

of the mercy of God, and his readinefs to help us in dif-

trefs. It is not enough that we have ever fo unfliaken a

perfuafion of the power of God, unlefs we have fomc

ground to believe that it Ihall appear in our behalf. Now
former inflances of extraordinary providential deliverance

not only afford a proof of divine power, but lliew us in

what cafes we have reafon to exped that it ihall be exert-

ed. That part of the providence of God which is already

open to our view, enables us, from analogy, to infer what

lliall be his fubfequent condud ; at lead fo far as to di-

rect and encourage us in our own duty. We know for

example, that he is a refuge in times of trouble to thofe

that are in diftrefs : and that in extremity, when all hu-

man help fails, then is deliverance more to the glory of

God. By this very argument does Jehofliaphat conclude

and enforce his prayer. '^ O our God, wilt thou not judge
*' them ? for we have no might againfl this great company
*' that cometh againfl us ; neither know we what to do,

•' but our eyes are upon thee.'V-

We know alfo that his faithfulnefs is engaged to hear

thofe, who, refufmg to lean on any broken reed, or trulU

ing any refuge of lies, place their confidence in him a-

a Ifa. li. 13, 13. b Pfal. Ixxvii. 9, 10, 1 1, 12. c 2 Chrcn. xx. 12.
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ione ; and that the glory of God is immediately and chief-

ly concerned, in the fupport and prefervation of his own
people. They fee that he hath, in all ages, counted this

his own caufe ; and therefore they fay with the Pfalmiil;
^'' They that know thy name will put their trufl in thee,

*' for thou Lord haft not forfaken them that feek thee."a

In fine, former inftances of extraordinary deliverance

point out the great end and defjgn of fuch interpofitions.

That they are for promoting of truth and righteoufnefs, and
to make thofe who are the objeds of them, chearful and
willing fervants to God ; not only partakers of the bounty

of his providence, but monuments of the riches of his

grace. " In that day fhall this fong be fung in the land
" of Judah. We have a (Irong city, falvation will God
*' appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates,

*' that the righteous nation, that keepeth the truth may en-
*' ter in. 3 Violence ihall no more be heard in thy land,
*' wafting and deftru6lion within thy borders ; but thou
" flialt call thy walls falvation and thy gates praife."^

From all which it appears that, in prayer properly war-

ranted, and rightly directed, it muft give unfpeakable con-

fidence and hope, to fiirvey the remarkable inftances of

divine providence, and thence take encouragement to

commit our caufe to, and reft our hope on, the fame un-

changeable God.
I conclude this head with obferving. That in the ex-

prefTion of the prophet, '' Art thou not it that hath cut
*' Rahab and wounded the dragon,'* he hath a particular

view to the eternity and immutability of God. " He is

'' the fame yefterday, to-day, and forever." If he hath

done great and marvellous things in the moft diftantages,
*' his hand is not fhortened that it cannot fave, neither his

»' ear heavy that it cannot hear ;" his ftrength is not im-

paired by exercife, nor hisfulnefs wafted by communica-
tion. Such an argument would not hold with regard to

man, whofe power is fo exceeding mutable, and his

ftrength fo exceeding liable to decay. It is recorded in

hiftory, that an old Roman, Milo, who in his youth was a

c Pf. ix. 19. b If. xxvi. 1, 2. c If. Ix. IS.
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prodigy of flrength, happened to live to old age ; and that

he ufed often to weep when he looked on his arms, his

.once nerv^ous and vigorous arms, and faw the wrinkled

?ind decayed fmews, and the v;eak, feeble ilate to which

they were reduced by time. But this is not, cannot be

tat cafe with the arm of the Lord. His llrength and lia-

bility, particularly as oppofed to created weaknefs and

frailty, is often declared in Scripture. Thus in the fol-

lowing fublime paflage of the prophet Ifaiah. " And the

*' voice faid. Cry. And he faid what (liall I cry ? Ail
'' flefli is grafs, and all the goodlinefs thereof is as the flow-
'"' er of the field. The grafs withereth, the flower fadeth ;

*' becaufe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it : furely

*' the people is grafs. The grafs withereth, the flower fa-

" deth : but the v/ord our God fliall (land forever."<^

I proceed now in the lall place to apply the truths you

have heard on this fubjeiSt to our own pident fituation, as

to public affairs.

And fird. Is not our date, both as a nation, and as a

church, exceedingly fallen and low : and have we not the

greateft need to addrefs this prayer in the text, '* Awake,
" awake, put on flrength, O arm of the Lord ?" May we
not take our low and fallen ilate as a nation from the uni-

verfal confefiion of all without exception, however oppofed

in fentiments or interefl ? Every clafs and denomination

of men among us, every party and fadion, however un-

willing each may be to acknowledge its own ihare of the

guilt, and hov/ever prone to load its adverfaries with the

blame of procuring it, is yet willing to acknowledge that

we are at prefent in a diftrefied, and in a contemptible^

ilate.

And indeed the thing Itfelf fpeaks. We have of late

fufFered under a variety of public ilrokes. We have not

only had, for fome time pail, repeated threatenings of

fcarcity and dearth, but vail multitudes have been aiHiCled

\vith famine in its rigor, which is one of God's " fore

" judgments." Through the mercy of God this is allevi-

ated in fonie meaiure at prefent, but far from being entire^

fi If. xl. $.
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\y removed. We have alfo been long engaged in war
witli a powerful and politic enemy. And has not the pro-

vidence o! God fenfibly frowned on us, and vifibiy fruitra-

ted alnioil every one of our attempts ? This hath been the

cafe to a degree hardly known in any former inftance.

We have '' turned our backs faint-hearted before our ene-

" mies/' in almoll every encounter; and the greater and
more formidable our preparations for any enterprise, the

more pitiful the iffue, and the more flaameful our defeat

and difappointment. Has there not been an obflruded

trade, a lofs of territory, a lofs of honor, and expence of

treafure ? fs not this nation, once in a manner the arbi-

trefs of the fate of Europe, now become the fcorn and de-

rifion of her neighbours and all that are round about her ?

What v/eak and divided councils among thofe that prefide?

InJtead of any genuine public fpirit, a proud and fadious

endeavor to difgrace each other's meafures, and wrefl the

enfigns of government out of each other's hands. How
numerous and expeniive, but how ufelefs and ina6\ive,

have been our fleets and armies ? And how deplorable is

the condition of our colonies abroad? They are the chief

theatre of the war, becaufe, indeed, they are the fubjedl of

the contell. And furely it is afiediing to think of the un-

natural barbarity and cruelty that there is often exercifed,

when no age or fex is fpared. It is true, the diflance of

the place n»ay probably make uslefs fenfible of their mife-

ry. But if it pleafe God to fuffer our enemies to continue

their p^ogrefs, it is hard to fay how far the defolation may
extend, or how univerial it may prove.

Are we not alfo in a very lov/ and fallen flate as a

church, or a nation, ilill retaining fome profeffion and
form of religion ? This will be found to correfpond with

the other, as the caufe with the effect. How have all

ranks, from the highefl to the lowed, corrupted their

ways ? How grofs and prevalent is infidelity, under-

mining the principles of natural, with the fame zeal and
eagernefs, with which it formerly endeavored to v/eaken

the foundations of revealed religion ? How many of high

rank have wholly deferted the houfe and vvorfhip of God,
nay, openly and boldly treat his fervice aiKi fervants with
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contempt ? How often do we obferve fuch, with a cri-

minal and infolent felF-contradidion, trample upon the

very laws againd profanenefs which they contribute to

make ? And, with how much zeal and dihgence does

the lower part of the nation emulate the higher, in that

which is the reproach of both ? So great is the preva-

lence of irreligion, contempt of God, fenfuality and pride,

that many of the groiTell crimes are not only pradlifed

but profefed, not only frequent but open, not only per-

il fled in but gloried in and boalied of: infomuch, that it

requires no fmall degree of fortitude and refolution, fted-

fadly to adhere to the principles and character of a difci-

ple ofChrift, in oppofition to the fpirit and ftrain of faih-

ionable converfation.

It is not, indeed, to be wondered at, that not only thisr

nation, but the proteRant ftates of Europe in genera!

ihould be brought under the rod, as they have fo Ihame-

fully departed from that purity of faiih and Ib'idnefs of

morals which v/as the glory of the f*eformation. How
many have of late been aihamed of the crofs of Chrifl:,

and the do6lrine of the grace of God ? And what hath

been fubftituted in their room? A pliant and fafhionable

fcheme of religion, a fine theory of virtue and morality.

A beautiful but unilibllantial idol, raifed by human pride,

adorned and dreffed by htmian art, and fupported by the

wifdom of words. And hath it not^ in this, as in every

preceding age, in this, as in every other chrillian coun-

try, whenever it gained any credit, been the fore-runner

and brought fad at its heels a deluge of profanenefs and
immorality in pra6\ice ? Can any of thefe things be call-

ed in quedion ? And are not they, as well as many
more which might eafily be enumerated, the melancholy

proofs of our degenerate and corrupt charadler ?

In the fecond place. From what hath been faid you
may fee what wrong meafures we have hitherto taken for

removing; thefe evils, {o far as we have been fenfible of

them. Our gracious fovereign hath, indeed, been pleafed

to point out our duty, by calling us annually to fading

and huiinliation. But with the far greater number it hath

been no more than an unmeaning and lifelefs form : and
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they have continued ftill hi the fame forgetfulnefs and

cbnternpt of Gocl. Yoa have heard above that nothing

is more contrary to the genuine fph-it of intercefibry pray-

er in pubhc calamity, than putting triift in an arm of flsfli.

And yet, is there any thing with which this nation is at

prefent more jullly charf;eable ? Nothing is more appa-

rent from the very face of our common channels of intel-

ligence. In the cafe of difappointments, on the one hand,

are v/e not ungovernable and head-ftrong in our refent-

ment againO: men ? and equally foolifli and languine on

the other, in our hopes of thofe who are fubflituted in their

place ? We give pompous details of armaments, ana

prophefjr, rsay, even in a manner defcribe their vidories,

long before the feafon of adion ; and incautioufiy celebrate

the charadlers of leaders, while they are only putting 611

the harnefs, and going into the field. What j)roud and
arrogant fentiments do v/e often exprefs on the fubjedt

of our national courage, and ancient Britifh fire, as it is

called ? In fl:iort, we ieem to have got entirely into that

vain-glorious, oftentatious fyftem, with v.^hich we ufed

to upbraid our neighbor and rival nation ; and they feein

to have given it up in our favor, and to have adopted the

wiier and more profitable method, of putting deeds for

words.

And how negligent have we been of promoting, or

praying for the interefi; of religion ? You have heard,

thai when the arm of the Lord puts on ilrength, it mud be

to appoint falvation for walls and bub.varks to a people.

But hou^ fev/ difcover any concern upon this fubjedl: ?

The vv'ant of public fpifit, in thofe who retain any fenfe

of religion, is an evidence of its lov/ and ianguilhing ftate*

When it is lively, it will always be communicative*

Love toGod and love to man, the tv/ogrgatbrdnchesof prac^

tical religion, neceffarily imply a concern for its progrefs.

And }'et, fo rare is any thing of this kind, tl-at when it ap-

]^ear3 as a fort of prodigy, it is looked upon, by mofl, as

romance and extravagance. Let experience tell, if this

is not often the cafe. When any one appears, in imitation

of the Scripture faints, to grieve for the fins of others, or

diicovers any more than ordinary concern for their refor-

VOL. II. 1, O
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mation, are not all his endeavors immediately refifted and
refented as troublefome, or branded with every name of

contempt, as vifionary frenzy and enthufiafm ?

In the third place. From what hath been faid on this

fubjedl:, yoa may learn what ought to be the great aim of

every ferious and fenfible Chrillian among us, at prefent

in his interceiTion at the throne of grace, viz. That the

power of the Ahnighty may appear in behalf of this nation,

in fuch a manner, as all may be obliged to fay, '' This is

the doing of the Lord." That, as he ufeth to do on ex-

traordinary occafions, he may raife up inllruments for

this purpofe, who may be as poliflied fliafts in his own
hand, and may have a fingle eye to his own glory. That
not for our fakes, who have deferved to be call cff for ever,

but for his own name's fake, he would fupport thofe who
Hill adhere to the protefiant caufe. And, in a particular

manner, for this end, that he would difcover his power

and glory in an eminent and remarkable revival of religion

among all ranks. That our bleffed Redeemer, the king

o^JZAoh^ who reigns to all generations, who hath afcend-

ed up on high, and received gifts for men, would fend

forth his Spirit in a large and plentiful meafure. That his

work and power may appear in all his gracious influen-

ces, convincing and converting fmners, fan<5lifying,

quickening and comforting believers. That this may be

a Common bleffing on all corners of the land, on perfons

of every clafs and denomination, of every rank and degree,

from the higheft to the lowed, of every ftation and office,

civil and facred. Above all, that he would " cloath his

*' priefts with falvation, that his faints may fliout aloud
*' for joy." O when fliall the time come, when " the
*' Lord of hoRs lliall be for a crown of glory, and a diadem
" of beauty to the refidue of his people ;" when, inftead of

line fchemes fpun for the honor of their makers, thofe

who are called miniflers of Chrift, fhall preach the gofpel,

*' v;ith the Holy Ghoft fent down from Fleaven ?'* When
the truth of God, by its fimplicity, majefly, force, and

efficacy, fliall make its way into the hearts of the mofl ob-

llinate, and Satan's kingdom fall as lightning before it.

Plead, my beloved hearers, that proteilants in general
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may be brought back to their firft faith and their firfl love;

that the unhappy divifions among us may be abohihed ;

and that the bond and centre of union may be Chrifi cru-

cified, the only author of falvation : that men may be no
longer ranked in parties and marflialled under names, but
the great and only flrife may be, who fhall love our Re-
deemer moft, and who fhall ferve him with the greatefl

zeal.

And in this critical conjuncture, when the bloody
fword is threatening fo many nations, and when there is

fo general a combination of anti-chriilian powers, be
earned in prayer, that it may pleafe God to fubvert their

fchemes, and turn their counfels into fooliihnefs ; a.nd

that he, with whom is terrible majefly, may confume
" the man of fm with the fpirit of his mouth, and deftroy
" him with the brightnefs of his coming."—Pray for our
gracious fovereign king George, under whole mild and
legal government, we have long enjoyed as much hap-

pinefs as our national guilt would allow : that God,
by whom " kings reign and princes decree juftice,"

would give him a wife underitanding l:ieart in his fear,

prote<5l his perfon, dire(!:t his councils, and profper his

arms : and long preferve his numerous ilfqe, as happy
pledges of the fecurity of our civil and religious liberty.

Let us alfo, while we give thanks to God for raifmg up aa
eminent prince in Germany as the head of the reformed

intereil, and fignally fupporting him hitherto, pray, that

he may continue his protedtion to him, encourage his

heart, and ftrengthen his hands, and fight his battles. In
fine, let us pray for the fpeedy accomplifliment of the

prophecy, whoever fliall be the inllrument of it, of the

downfall of Antichrid, when the cry fhall be heard, '' Ba-
*' bylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and fhall arife no
*' more."

In the lad place. For our encouragement in this du»

ty, let us remember, that we ferve an unchangeable God,
the rock of ages. We pray for the appearance of the arm
of the Lord '' as in ancient daySj in the generations of
'' old," when it '' cut Rahab and wounded the dragon."

Review th? hidory of his conduct to the church and peq-
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pie of Ifrael, how, with a miglity hand and out-ft retched

arm, he delivered them from bondage, and hr.nibled

their proud opprcffors. And remember how often, in fuc-

ceeding ages, he has appeared in behalf of his own people,

and fupported his own caufe when at the very lov/eilj and

as it v.'cre in an expiring Hate. How low was the inter-

eft or Zion at the refoi-mation, when all the kings of the

earth ferved the " fcarlet v.hore," and '' v.'ere drunk with

" the wine of the wrath of her fornication?" How thick

the darkncfs that overfpread the nations, and hew univer-

fal the dominion of error ? And yet, in oppofiticn to all

the cunning of earthly policy, in oppofition to all tlie

fury of perfecuting cruelty, he enabled a few plain men,

Jovers of the truth, to ad'ert, to defend and to fpread it.

The moft remarkable times of the revival of religion,

in this part of the united kingdom, im.mediately fucceed-

ed times of the greateil apollacy, when truth feemed to be

fallen in the llreets, and equity could not enter. This

was the cafe immediately before the year 1638. Corrup-

tion in dodlrine, lopfnefs in pra.i^ice, and ilavifli fubmif-

fion in politics, had overiprcad the church of Scotland.

And yet, in a little time, flie appeared in greater purity,

and in greater dignity, than ever flie had done before, or

perhaps than ever flie hath done iince, that period. In

the Aime manner, immediately before the happy revolu-

tion, how defperate in appearance was the fituation of

this church ? When all the bed, as well as many of the

noblell perfons in the nation, were chafed as fugitives

from their dwellings, and confidercd as unworthy of an

abode on earth ! A¥hen many of our worthy ancefiors

lell in battle, died on a fcailbid, or were miUrdered in the

fields by the unrelenting rage of ecclefiaftic t) ranny. And
when worfliippingthe Lord God of our fathers, according

to his own word, v/ac a capital crime ! Yet our captivity

was brought back, and " Vv'e Vv ere as men that dreamed,'^

fo unexpected was tiie mercy.

Let no Chriilian therefore give Vv'ay to defponding

thoughts. Though infidelity unrefiiled ipreads its poifon,

thou^gh profanenefs and enmity to religion and lerioulhefs

eyery where abound, though there are k\v to fupport the in-
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terefl of truth and rigbteournefs, though we have feen a

new thing on the earth, a muiifter of Chrift leaving the

pulpit for the Itage, let us not be difcouraged. We plead

the caufe that fiiall finally prevail. Religion fliall rife

from its ruins; and its opprelled ihte at prefent Ihould not

only excite us to pray, but encourage us to hope for its

ipeedy revival. While every one is diligent in his owa
fphere, and in his proper duty, and earneftly pleading for

the revelation of the arm of the Lord, let us rccolledl his

favor and proteclion to the church in every time of need,

and his faithfulnefs which is to all generations. Let us

fay with the Pfalmiff, " Walk about Zicn, and go round
** about her : tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her
*' bulwarks, confider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the

'' generation following. For this God is our'God for ever

" and ever, he will be our guide even unto death. '\?

c Pfalmxlviii. 12, 13, 14*
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SEASONABLE ADVICE to YOUNG PERSONS.

SERMON 41.

Psalm i. i.

Preached at the Laigh Church of Paisley, on Sabbath,

February 21(1, 1762.

TO WHldH IS PREFIXED,

An Authentic Narrathe, of the disorderly and riotous

meetings on the Night before the Celebration of the

Lord's Supper in that place, ni^hich gave occasion to

the Discourse^



TO

Robert Fultox, Efq. ^
Charles Maxwell, y Bailies.

"William Orr, J
Andrew Smith, Treafurer.

And the remanent members of the Town-Council
of Paisley,

The following Sermon is humibl}^ infcribecl, by their

Most Obedient

Humble Senjaiit^"

]onx Wither SPOON.
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TO TH2

PUBLIC

TH E pubticaticn of the following fermon, is not

owing to choice, but neceffity. A procefs of fcandal

Was carried on againd the perfons who gave occafion to

its being preached ; and they, inftead of any fubmiffioii

or penitence, thought proper to make heavy complaints

againft the author of the fermon ; and to give an account

of what was faid in it, very imperfedl and unjuil, as may
well be fuppofed. In anfwerto this, be found it neceffary

to declare his willingnefs and refolution to publifli the fer-

mon, and to prefix a diilindl narration of the proceedings,

fo far as they had come to light, of that impious aflembly,

held within the bounds of his charge, that the public might

judge whether there was not more than fufficient caufe

given for what was then faid. By the following narra-

tive and fermon he now propofes to acquit himfelf of both

parts of this promife.

On Saturday the 6th of February, 1762, being the day

before the celebration of the fi^crament of the Lord's fup-

per in Paifley, fome young men, who it is generally be-

lieved had all been at church, dined immediately after

fermon in James Chambers's room. After dinner, Ro-

bert Hunter, who never was a communicant, produced

one of the church tokens, well knowing what ufe it was
intended to ierve. Being allied where he got it, faid he

got it from Judas Ifcariot ; and, as one of the company
declares, offered to play odds or evens with him which of

them fliould ufe it. They were then invited all to a glafs

in William Wilfon's room, which he chofe that night to

lake poffeffion of; and indeed to give it a very dreadful

Vol. II. 3 P
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confecratlon. In the interval of their meeting, Robert

Hunter fent the token to a young woman in the place, in-

clofed in a letter. What were the contents of the letter

cannot be known. Common fame faid it was inviting her

to their facrament: he himfeif pretended it was very inno-

cent, but took care, as foon as the rumour broke out, to

get the letter and burn it. The reader vv'ill immediately

refledl what could be the intention, and what might have

been the efFeds of this condudl : it v/as eafy in this way^

to fend the moil notorious profligate to the table of the

Lord, to the unfpeakable fcandal of the congregation, as

well as mifchief to his own foul.

About fix of the clock the fame evening, or foon after,

there met according to appointment in William Wilfon's

room, the faid Robert Hunter, and William Wilfon, ma-

nufaclurers in Paifley, John Snodgrafs, writer there,

William M'Crotchet, enfign or ferjeant in the army, James

and David Chalmers, and Robert Crofs junior, merchants

in Paiiley. By their own confcffion, and the depofition

of feveral witneiTes, they employed a good part of the time

in mock-preaching, and that not merely imitating the

tones or gellures of rainillers in indifferent words, but the

only expreffions that were diftinguiflied by the witnefles

who heard them on the llreet, were the words of fcrip-

ture. Two vv^itnelles depone, that to the bed of their judg-

ment, they heard them praying in mockery ; and when
afeed if they were fure it was praying and not preaching,

perfilled in affirming it was praying. The only uncer-

tainty this evidence labors under, is, that not hearing the

particular words ufed, the only way by which they dillin-

guiflied it, was by the found ; but it is to be obferved, that

both witnefles were pofitive ; that they agreed together as

to the time when this happened, and that it was not the

ianie time that the other witnelles depone they were preach-

ing, but at a very confiderable diftance ; lb that there is

little probability of the one being uiiilaken for the other.

By their own confeflions, and the depofitions of witnefles^

they Vv'ere guilty of profane Iwearing. The noife of their

meeting was fuch, as alarmed the v;hole neighborhood ;

but what is moll tremendous of all, by the declaration of
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Kobert Hunter, one of themfelves, William M'Crotchet,

ufed feme of the words of the inftitution. The fame
thing is declared by William Wilfon, of John Snodgrafs

\

and upon the (Irideft re-examination he perlifted in de-

claring that he was certain it was done in the company,
and he thought it was by that perfon.

When thefe fafts are laid together, and all the circum-

flances of the tranfadlion are v/eighed, is it poffible in

words to paint the atrocioufnefs of their crime ? Is there

any ground to wonder at the greatnefs of the fcandal ? I5

there reafon to complain that the minifler in whofe
bounds the offence was committed, and under whofe
charge almoO: all the offenders live, fhould think of preach-

ing on fuch a fubjedl as it appears he did ; and now with

concern finds himfelf obliged to publifh? The very choice

of fuch a night for fuch a merry meeting, and the diflur-

bance given to the place almoft to the hour of midnight,

though there had been no more in it, were furely highly

indecent. But when we add to this the loud profanation

of the Almighty's name, and fpending the moft part, if

not the whole of the time, in mocking the exercifes of

piety, how deep and aggravated is the guilt ! Above all,

when it is confidered that this feems to have been without

bounds, not fparing even the mofl folemn and facred rite

of our holy religion ! It is true, fome of them obftinately

deny this lafl, and heaviell part of the charge. It doth
not indeed appear, and we hope it is not true, that there

was a formal celebration, and general or common partici-

pation in mockery, of the flxcrament of the Lord's fupper;

but if there had been no profane allufion to it in the per-

formances of the adling mimics, it is not to be fuppofed

or imagined, that it would have been confeffed by two of

the perfons prefent. Though this fliould not militate

againft the reft, it certainly muft militate againft them-
felves. The time of the meeting ; the token produced
before it ; the letter with the token fent ; the other thing?

v/hich they certainly did j and the unfufpeded declaration

of two of the guilty ; who feemed at firll penitent, though
afterwards they altered their condu6l, and joined with
the reft in a common defence ; are fo ftrong, thaV it ia
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impoflible todeflroy the belief of it in an impartial mind ;

the rather when we add, that afterwards David Chalmerg
confefTed it flill more fully than any of the other two.

This, though it was too late to be in the procefs, or rather

by gjreat art and influence kept out of it, may be fafely

afRrmed, becaafe it was in the prefence of three perfons.

But to cut the matter fliort, the ufe of fome of the Vv'oids

of the inftitution with a folemn air as of a minlfier, and
alfo fome of the other words of fcripture, is affirmed by
V/iUiam Wilfon, of John Snodgrafs, in a voluntary de-

claration, when he was not adduced as an evidence. Let

John Snodgrafs therefore, who confiders this as fo injuri-

ous to him, profecute William Wilfon for fiander, and
get him puniflied in the manner he juftly deferves, if it b^
falfe; and if this is not done, he mull forgive many, and
particularly the author of the following fennon, for believ^

ing it to be true»
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SEASONABLE ADVICE to YOUNG PERSONS,

SERMON 41.

Psalm i. i.

Blessed Is the man that vjalheth not in the counsel ofthe un*
godly ^ nor standeth in thezvay ofsinners^ nor sitteth in the

scat of the scornful.

^"^HERE is an old and beaten obfervation, that human
nature, in all ages, is the fame. To this I add, or

rather offer, by way of illuftradon of if, that fin, which
bears fo much fway in human charaQers and adions, has
been the fame, in its operation and influence, in all ages,

iince the fall of Adam. For this reafon the charad^erij

drawn in the holy fcriptures, and particularly the obfer-

vations on human life, contained in the Pfalms of David,
the Proverbs of Solomon, and book of Ecclefiafles, are as

perfedly adapted to the prefent age, as if they were but
bf yefterday's date.

As the ten commandments, which are the fum of the

moral law, confift moftly of prohibitions, the Pfalmift, in

this padage, draws the charafter of the good man in a ne.
gative form., by its oppofuion to the bad. At the fame
time, the danger to which the unwary are expofed, the en-

ticing and deceitful nature of fm, and its monflrous enor-
mity, when arrived at its full height, are couched in the

molt admirable manner : " Bieffed is the man that walk-
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" eth not in the counfel of the ungodly ;—nor ftandeth In

" the way of Tinners ;—nor fitteth in the feat of the fcorn-

" ful."

It is not agreed among interpreters, who was the author

of thisPlalm ; and, indeed, it is a matter more of curiofi-

ty than moment, very critically to inquire. Some think

it was the Pfalmiil David, becaufe of the high efleem ex-

preffed in it for the law of God, a thing which fo remark-

ably didinguiflies his other writings. Ol^hers refer it to a

later period ; and fuppofe that Ezra, or fome other after

the captivity, who colle6led the facred hymns of different

authors into one volume, prefixed this as a fort of argu-

inent or preface to the whole. It is, indeed, a fummary
of all that follow. It plainly contains a charadler both of

good men and bad ; the ufual courib of divine Providence

towards each of thefe clafTes, as well as the final ilTue of

their condud, in the everlafling happinefs of the one, and

the everlailing mifery of the other.

Even the moft curfory reader mufl: obferve, that there

is a gradation in the expreffions of the text, which rife one

above another in their ffrength and energy : nay, it is the

opinion of many, that the}^ are chofen with peculiar art,

and contain a double, if not a threefold gradation.

1. In the character, beginning with the tmgodly^ who
are without proper impreffions of religion, and habitually

governed by other principles than the fear of God. Next,

sinners^ or thofe who are more openly flagitious, and

vifibly guilty of grofs crimes. And finally, the scornful^

v.'ho fet reproof at defiance, and treat every thing ferioas

and facred with contempt and difdain.

2. In the communication of others with them, walk-

ing ; which feems to imply occafional, unforefeen, and

tranfient intercourfe ;

—

standings which feems to indicate

a greater degree of approbation and voluntary compliance

with their example ;—and sitting, which fignifies being

fixed and fettled in an evil courfe, and refufing to depart

from it. To this fome add the other expreffions, the

counsel, the way, a nd the seat ; on which I forbear to in-

My but proceed to obferve,
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That we have, in this pafTage, a mofl ufeful and Indruc-

tive leffon of great moment in every place and age ; and
peculiarly faited, on feveral accounts, to the prefent cir-

cumftances of this congregation. It is, therefore my re-

folution to difcourfe a little, through the affiflance of di-

vine grace, on the three didinft branches into which it

may be naturally divided.

I. The infedious nature of fin, or the danger of" walk-
" ing in the counfel of the ungodly."

II. The deceitful and hardening nature of fin, which
infenfibly leads from " walking in the counfel of the un-
*' godly," to *' {landing in the way of finners."

III. The finlfliing llage ofwickednefs, the mod crimi-

nal and mod pernicious charadler, viz, of the scornful^

who are bold enough to treat things ferious and facred

with derifion.

Having done this, I fliall make fome application of the

fubjedt, for your indrudlion and diredlion.

In the firft place, let us confider the infe£lIous nature

of fin, or the danger of walking in the counfel of the un-
godly. That the fociety of bad men is highly dangerous
to all, but efpecially to young perfons, is indeed a truth

which no fober man will deny, and which hath been often

fet in the dronged light by religious and moral writers :

it may therefore feem unnecefiary to infid upon it. But,
my brethren, I am perfuaded, that it fares often with
known and common truths, as with common mercies,

they are defpifed for their cheapnefs. Though their cer-

tainty be readily allowed, their ufe and application is, not-

withdanding, or, perhaps, for that very reafons, in a great

meafure neglected. How leldom is it that men make
the didindion with care, and adt upon it with prudence
and refolution ; either in their own condud, or in the

difpofal of their children ? Bear with me, therefore, while

I endeavor to imprefs your minds with a fenfe of your
obligation to depart from the fiaciety of evil-doers, and to

preferve, with the utmod folicitude, all young perfons un-
der your care, from the mortal contagion.
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For the importance and neceffiry of this, you have i\\Q

concurrent tellimony of wife and good men, in every age

and nation ; experience hath tauglit it to the moil barba-

rous, as well as moil improved and poliflied people. There
is no nation of which hidory hath preferved us any ac*

count, but, in their proverbial fayings, which are the pro»

dud of time, we find a warning againfl: the infeftion of

corrupt fociety. What dying parent, in his lall or part-

ing adieu to his children, ever omitted to caution them
againft the fociety of bad men ? nay, doth not daily expe-

rience prove this, beyond difpute, to every one who hath

the lealt degree either of memory or reflection ? Is there

among you any perfon, who has arrived at the unhappy
didinction of being known for a profligate ? Whenever
this happens, thofe about him are al^le to mark the progrefs-

of his corruption, and can even point out the perfons, or {q*

cieties, where he was firfi: taught the rudiments of vice,

and initiated in the principles of licentioufnefs and riot*

I am none of thofe who either deny or conceal the original^

inherent, univerfal corruption of human nature ; and yet

I fcruple not to affirm, that example, inflrudion, and af*

fiflance, are neceffary to our improvement even in vice*

Without this, no fingle perfon is capable of arriving at

that degree of depravity which we have fometimes occa*

fion to obferve.

Whoever would examine into the reafons, and imprefa

bis mind with a fenfe of the danger of corrupt fociety, ef-

pecially to youth, may juit retiedl upon the following par^

ticulars.

1. We are all by nature prone to fin. It is the growth

of the foil, as weeds of the curfed ground. If weeds can
hardly be retrained by the utmoll diligence and care of

thehufoandman, what an enormous produ6l might he ex-

pecl if he would direClly apply himfelf to their encourage-

ment and cultivation ? JuIl fo, if by the utmoft care and
attention, parents can hardly retrain the irregularities of

their children, and form them to true piety and goodnefs ;

what wickednefs may they not arrive at, if they are deli^

vered over to fchools of profanity, and fuffered to form

their fentlments and manners, from thofe who have long
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^^ walked in the ways of their own hearts, and in the fight

" of their own eyes," without " fearing God, or regard-

" ing man ?"

2. Young perfons are ignorant and unfufpicioiis ;

Grangers to the world, they are alike ignorant of the cha-

ra(fters of men, and the efFeds of vicious courfes. What
a prey mud fuch be to the artful and infmuating language

of thofe, who, enilaved by habit, and wearing the chains of

vice, find their chief remaining pleafure in feducing others

into the fame miferable ilate ? Jufcly is the great enemy of

mankind called the deceiver, becaule he betrayed our firft

parents into rebellion by a lie ; and in the fam.e way he

and all his fervants continue to p:iint and varnifti overfm

with falfe colours, that it miay be embraced without reluc-

tance, by thofe who know not that afterwards '' it biteth

" like a ferpent, and ftingeth like an adder. Need I tell

you in what a decent garb fm is often clothed ; and what

honorable names it often aiTumes in the world, to gain the

eafier admiffion ? Senfuality and intemperance is fecial

affedion, and good fellow fliip : filthy obfcene converflition

is but harmlefs mirth and freedom : anger and refentment

are but honor, refolution, and dignity of mind. In lliort,

the whole tenor and llrain of fafliionable converfation is

often little elfe than a ilrong illufion put upon the mind,

to pervert the dictates of reafon, and evade the reproofs of

eonfcience. How dangerous fuch intercourfe to young
unwary minds, who are often deeply penetrated with the

poifon, before they fo much as fufped: the defign of its be-

ing adminiftered ? It requires no common degree of for-

titude and refolution, as v/ell as no fmall mcafure of fpiri-

tual wifdom, to refill: the importunity of fmners, and un-

ravel the fubtilty with which they lie in wait to deceive.

3. Vice is ufually baited with ])]eafure, of which young
perfons are peculiarly fenfble : their alFeclions of every

kind ?^rQ in the mofl lively and vigorous flate. One of

the liril and moil important leilbns, v/hich parents and
guardians muft teach them, is moderation and'rellraint

;

whereas the immediate eikck of ailociating with the pro-

fane, is not only to llrengtben their palTions by indulgence,

but to inllruct them jiow to plead in their deien9e ; and
Vol. il. 3 C^
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above all, to infpire them with an abhorrence of confine-

ment and rule. From thefe unhappy attachments, thefd

mofl pernicious friendfhips it is, that infirudion, however
excellent, is unwillingly liftened to ; and the moil: wife

and gentle government is efteenied harfii and fei ere. It

has been fometimes obferved, that perlbns (lri6\]y and pi-

oufly educated, when they have come into tlie world, have

run headlong into the mod vicious and abandoned cc-urfe

of life. This has been commonly afcribed to the rigor

of their former confinement, and an advice grafted upon,

it, that parents fiiould be lefs fevere to their children, left

they fhould more than compenfate this early rellraint, by

the liberties which they afterwards afiume. But though I

v/illingly admit, that every parent fliould temper his au-

thority with gentlenefsand love ; yet I am far from think-

ing the efFe6l, jufl: now mentioned, is al'crihtd to its proper

caufe ; it is not owing fo much to the rigor of parental au-

thority, as to young perfons getting into the ibciety of

men without principle, and there feeretly im.bibing thefe

vicious defires, which afterwards they rejoice in an oppor-

tunity of gratifying to the full. However ftri61: and fevere

any perfon's education may be, if he comes to maturity of

age, before he contraiTts an intimacy with thofe who jufti-

fy the commiifion of fm, confcience will have acquired fo

great authority, that all folicitation to grofs wickednefs

will be received with abhorrence. This opinion is fup-

ported by a fa6l, which I imagine I have oblerved, that the

children of pious parents, who are betrayed into vicious

courfes, are almod always fuch as have been moll early re-

moved from their immediate infpeftion.

4. The danger of corrupt fociety to young perfons ap-

pears, from their being expofed to ridicule and fcorn,

Vv'hich is of all other trials hardeit for them to bear. I flvall

have occafion, on the third general head, to Ipeak more

fully on this fubjecl ; but in the mean time, it is certain,

that a fenfe of fliame is ftrong in young perfons in gene-

ral, and that ridicule- is the ufual weapon by which adepts

in vice aifault the caufe of truth and piety ; by which in-

deed they commonly endeavor' to deftroy all regard to

decency and order. It is lamentable to think how often
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perfons of excellent capacity and admirable difpofi'tions,

have been led allray bv the abufe of this moH amiable

quality, a kn^c or (hame.

From all thefe confiderations, we need not be furprifed

at the frequent and llron^r cautions given in tne word of

God, upon this lubjedl:: Prov. xiii. 20. " He that walketh
*^ with Wife men fhall be wife : but a companivon of fools

*' fliall be dedroyed."—Chap, xxviii. 7.
*"• Wnofo keep-

" eth the law, is a wife fon ; but he that is a companion
" of riotous men, fhameth his father." But there is no-

thing more moving than that earned and pathetic exhor-

tation ; Chap. iv. 14, 15. " Enter not into the path of

" the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men; avoid

" it : pafs not by it : turn from it and pafs away." The
wife man's infifiing upon his important counfel, and the

reiteration of the expreffions, ferve to convey in the

Arongefl. manner, a fenfe of the certain ruin of thofe who
negleil to obferve it.

II. Let us now proceed to confider the hardening na-

ture of fin, which leads from " walking in the counfel of

" the ungodly, to (landing in the way of finners." Upon
this, as on the former particular, I may obferve, it is a

known and beaten fubjeil, on which it is eafy to fay things

ftrong, but difficult to fay any thing new. There are

feveral jufl: remarks upon it, or ftriking fimilitudes, which

have been handed down from the earlieft ages; and were

probably the firll fruits of human experience. The little

that I am at prefent to repeat or add, fliall be divided into

two parts : i. The gradual and infenfible progrefs of fin,

which leads the finner on from one ilep to another, till he

is irrecoverably loft. 2. The ftrength and power of in-

veterate habit.

I. The infenfible progrefs of fin. It is wonderful by

what artful methods, what plaufible pretences, and what

flow degrees, fin makes its firft approaches. Let fome of

thofe perfons who are now loft to all fenfe of duty, or of

fliame, reflecl, if pofiTible, with what horror they would

once have thought of the pradices, which at prefent they

are not able to forfake. Every fin, how fmall foever,

opens a paffage for the admiflion of multitudes of others \
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breaks the reflralnt of confcience ; habituates and emboir

dens the fmner. The ancients were wont to lay, That
the way of fm is down-hill : every fiep a man takes on
this declivity, accelerates his motion, fo that it becomes
more and more difficult, and at lail impofiibie, to Hop his

courfe. This is what the apoRle Paul had in his view,

when he gave this excellent precept to the Chriilian

Hcbrev/s; Heb. iii. 13. " But exhort one another daily,

" while it is called to day, left any of you be hardened
*' through the deceitfnlnefs of {jn." We may fay of fm, in

general, what Solomon fays of firife ;
" The beginning

" of it is like the letting out of v/ater." If you watch

againft the beginning of fm, you may hope to prevail

;

but if you once grant it indulgence, it will eftablifli and
increafe its own power. To attend pt then to ftop its pro-

grefs, is like endeavoring to gather together a flood of

water, after you have, with your own hands, opened the

fluices which have caufed it to overflow.

2. To the infenfible progrefs of fui, add the flrength

and power of inveterate hhbit. Tliis is reprefented to us

in the llrongell t^rms in fcripture, where tlie changing of

an inveterate habit is compared to a natural impoflibility :

Jer. xiii. 23. "Can the Eihiopian change hisfkin, or the

*' leopard his fpots ? then may }e alfo do good, that are

" accufiomed to do evil.''

As we may receive many ufefal moral leflons from the

vifible creation and the courfe of nature ; fo this in par-

ticular, of the force of habit, is, if I may fpeak {0, written

in the moft legible charaQers, and repeated in every page

of both. A (lone, which has long continued in one place,

makes itfelf a bed, and is with great difnculty removed : a

plant or tree that has long been confined to one pofition,

or made to grou' in a particular fhape, will feldom ever

receive any other. This is alfo the cafe with our own
bodily frameTjParticular poftures or m.otionsto which we
have been early habituated, can fcarcely be altered by the

utmofi: attention, and the ilrongefl inclination of the will :

the obftinacy is ftill greater in all habits where defire and

afFe6lion have place. It is eafy to fee every day, the vio-

lent attachment men have to employments and pleafures,
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however trifling in themfelves, to which they have been

long acciillomed. But it isgreateil of all in finful habits,

becaufe in them the force of cullom is added to the original

flrencrth of natural corruption.

Both the above particulars may be illuflrated, by ob-

ferving, how much habit and example together operate to

the improvement and perfedion of guilt, in large and po-

pulous cities. There we may often find fo aflonifliing a

degree of wickednefs of every fort, as it is mortifying to

think that human nature iliould be capable of: there we
may find perfons who will perpetrate calmly and fedately,

what would furprize a lefs knowing finner fo much as to

hear of. And what pity is it, that there fliould be found
Ibme, who, during their occafional refidence in places of

great re fort, lay down their innocence, inftead of their

ruflicity? and bring home no other accomplifliment but
an infolence and boldnefs of countenance in the commif-
fion of fin ? That infiru6>ed in the principles, as well as

habituated to the practice of impiety, they are not content

with doing evil, but difcover an incredible indufiry and
afiiduity in deceiving and feducing others ? And fliall I

not add, what pity is it, that fome, inflead of improving
and adorning their minds by application to fludy, or

Horing them v;ith ufeful knovv^ledge, do more than lofe

their time, by drinking in the poifon of infidel w^ritings ?

Infiead of fitting themfelves to difcharge the duties of pub-
lic or private life, with propriety and dignity, they only
acquire the unhappy talent of fetting their minds at cafe

in the commifllon of fin, and make large additions to their

jown natural depravity of heart.

III. Let us confider the fini filing fiage of wickednefs,

tht moft criminal and the mofi: pernicious character, viz,

that of the fcornful, who are bold enough to treat things

ferious and facred, with derifion.

This part of the fubjed, my brethren, merits your par-

ticular attention, and naturally divides itfelf into thefetwo

branches: Firll, The fin and danger of it to the perfons

who are guilty of it. Secondly, The unhappy influence

it hath in polluting others.
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I. The fin and danger of it to the guilty perfons.

Whoever will confider the Hate of mind from v/hich fuch

derifion muft flow, will immediately perceive that it im-

plies the higheil degree of profanenefs and impiety. It is

fuch an audacious attack upon the niajefty of the living

God, as mud ftrike every thinking perfon with adonifh-

ment and horror. One of the fird principles of all reli-

gion is reverence for the Deity, and for every thing that

hath a vifible relation to him. This we find written upon

the confcience, in general, even of the mod blinded hea-

thens. The common and trivial ufe of the name of God
is prohibited under the fevered fandions in the oracles of

truth. We find alfo fome indances there, of mere irre-

verence being puniflied in a very terrible manner. The
angelic hods, though perfedly pure and holy, are yet re-

prefented as deeply penetrated with a fenfe of the extreme

difproportion between uncreated excellence, and created

weaknefs, and filled with the highed veneration of him

who only is holy : Ifaiah vi. i, 2, 3. '" In the year that

*' king Uzziah died, I faw alfo the Lord fitting upon a

" throne, high and lided up, and his train filled the temple.

" Above it dood the feraphims : each one had fix wings,

*' with twain he covered his face, and with twain be co-

*' vered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one
*' cried unto another, and faid, Holy, holy, holy, is the

*' Lord of hods, the whole earth is full of his glory." It

rnay feem unnecefiTary or improper to add, and yet it gives

me pleafare that 1 can do it with truth, the fame thing

has evidently didinguidied fome of the bed and greateft

men on earth. We are well informed, that fome of the

greated inquirers into nature, as they grew in years, and

increafed in the knowledge of the works of God, did alfo

vifibly grow in an awe and reverence of their almighty

Maker. Of one in particular, it is faid, that he never

mentioned the name of God without a fenfible paufe in his

difcourfe. After this, what can we think of any poor

creature, whofe breath is in his nodrils, being guilty of

contempt and fcorn of the name, attributes, works of

\yordiip of God

!
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There is a remarkable difTerence between ilns of this

kind and many other fins which are, notwithfianding, ve-

ry heinous and aggravated in the fight of God. Into ma-
ny other fins of a very grofs nature, a man maybe hurri-

ed by the violence of paffion, or betrayed by the fudden-

nefs of temptation ; but, if I miftake not, fcorn of things

facred muil always be a deliberate crime : the fin can-

not be committed without a good deal of compofure and
prefence of mind : reafon is not over-borne, as in other

cafes, by appetite ; but reafon itfelf (if the perverted

gilt of God in fuch perfons may be called fo) is princi-

pal in the guilt. A fcorner is never tempted, properly

fpeaking, but by thefe adls and exercifes of religion,

which fhould excite the veneration of all, and do excite

the veneration of many, not excepting fome of the moil

profligate.

Contempt of things facred is an entire vi6lory over

confcience. In many cafes men fm with fome reludance :

it is not fo much their choice, as they are over-borne by
the ftrength of corruption, and vitiate the peace of their

minds, to gratify the demands pf lull : hence remorfe of-

ten fucceeds the indulgence ; and though real reformatioil

does not take place, yet it lays the fmner under frequent

and confiderable reftraints. But in treating things facred

with fcorn, the mind is wholly at eafe ; and finds its plea-

fure in the very impiety itfelf. The truth is, fo entire is

the victory over confcience, that nothing but fetded athe-

ifm and infidelity can be guilty of it, according to that juft

expreffion of the pfalmift, Pfalm x. 13. " Wherefore doth
" the wicked contemn God ? He hath faid in his heart,

" thou wilt not require it."

It is alfo an entire vi6lory over ihame : this is com-
monly the lail reftraint that fmners overthrow. Many
are confined and kept in awe by the fear of man, long af-

ter they have cad off the fear of God. From the Ihame-

fulnefs of fin, religion preferves fome degree of credit,

even where a great plurality is in the oppofite intereft.

For this reafon the prophet Jeremiah mentions it as a great

aggravation of the fins of his countrymen, that they were

lo^ to all knk of fliame : Jer. vi. 15. " Were they
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" afhamed when they had committed abomination ? nay,
*' they were not at all afhamed, neither could they blufli

;

'' therefore they fliall fall among them that fail : at the

" time that I vifit them, they fhallbe caft down, faith the
'• Lord." But is it not evident, that fcorners are deftitute

of lliame ? They have, indeed, not only cxtinguifhed it

in themfelves, but the manifeft defign of their converfa-

tion is to defiroy it in the minds of others.

I need add nothing further to Ihew the guilt and dan-

ger of perfons of this charader, but putting you in mind
of the rank which it holds in feveral catalogues of crying

fms in the holy fcriptures, and the awful judgments of

God which are denounced againfl it. The prophet Eze-

kiel, in enumerating the fins of Jerufalem., among many
enormities, hath this ; Ezek. xxii. 8. *' Thou haft defpi-

" fed mine holy things, and profaned m.y Sabbaths."

And the prophet Ifaiah, Ifa. xxviii. 14, 21, 22. " Now,
*' therefore, hear the word of the Lord, ye fcornful men
" that rule this people wdiich is in Jeruialem.—For the

*' Lord Ihall rife up as in mount Perazim, he fliall be
^' wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his

** work, his ftrange work ; and bring to pafs his a6l, his

*'• Ilrange act. Now, therefore, be not mockers, lefl your
'' bands be made fi:rong : for, I have heard from the Lord
" God of holts, a confumption even determined upon the
*' Vv'hole earth.'' See alfo the (late of things in Jerufalem,

immediately before th€ Babylonifa captivity ; 2 Chron,

xxxvi. 16. "• Bat they mocked the m.eiVengers of God,
** and defpifed his words, and mifufed his prophets, un-

" til the wrath of the Lord arofe againil his people, till

*' there v/?.s no remedy."

2. How unhappy is the influence of this chara6ler upon

others ! As it is highly crinvmal, it is pernicious in the

iame proportion. Confidered only as an example, it muO:

have dangerous efiecls : many fms fiiun the light ; and

are, by thofe that commit them, concealed with the ut-

moO: care. Vv'hen that is the cafe, whatever they may
be to the guilty perfon, they are far from being fo danger-

ous to the public, as thofe crimes that are not only often

vifible, but done on purpol^j to be feen. Now fcofiers at
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things facred muil always be an example, as the crime

cannot be committed alone ; and,, indeed, they often af-

pire at a kind of character for defpifing religion, and would

he greatly mortified, were their accomplifhments of this

kind hidden from the world.

Neitheir is it merely a common example : fcofFers are

not only barely fmners ; they are advocates for fm : it is

their conllant lludy to break the reltraints of confcience,

and weaken every moral obligation in others, as well as

in themfelves. This too they endeavor to effedl in the

moil agreeable manner : contempt of religion makes a

part of their fecial mirth ; and thefe two things are foon

looked upon by the unwary youth as fo infeparable, that

the one is quite tailelefs and infipid, unlefs it is feafoned

by the other.

It deferves particular confideration on this fubjefl, that

fcofiing at things facred is apt to give natural modefty,

and the fenfe of fliame in young perfons, a wrong and
contrary turn. Modefty is the ilronged natural fence

to virtue. We find notvvithftanding, very frequently,

that perfons of great natural modefly have not courage

fufficient to profefs or praclife what confcience dictates

to be their duty. How unhappy is it when fo excel-

lent a prefervative from vice is thus quite perverted,

and has an oppofite effeQ ! All hillory is full of the pow-
erful effects of a fenfe of fhame, both in doing good and
evil. It breaks the fironged of all natural attachments :

it is not to be overcome by the fevereft laws, though for-

tified with the moll terrible fandions. Now, as it needs

no proof, that fcoiHng at facred things tends to perverE

the fenfe of fliame, it muil: have the greateft and mod
immediate efFe6l in bringing on a general diffolution of

manners.

The malignant influence of profane fcorn is not confi-

ned to young perfons, there being very few of any cha-

rafter who are not hurt by it in a moil fenfible manner.
Would you be convinced of this I How rarely do we find

any polfelldd of a determined courage and refolution in op-

})oiing fafhionable crimes ! How unvv'iUing are the bed to

luffcr iliarne for adhering to their duty ! What a variety

Vol. II. 3 R
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of efforts will be made to efcape it ! Contempt is difagree-

able at any rate ; and it is intolerable to pride, fome re-

mains of which, capable of being irritated, are to be found
in the very befl men on earth. For this reafon, the mofi
eftabliflied Chriftians do carefully iliun all unnecefTary {o-

ciety with wicked men, knowing how difficult it is to

avoid fm in one fhape or other. If fuch is the cafe with
the befl, how dangerous mult the fociety of fcorners be to

all who are able to bear them ; but efpecially to thofe who
" have pleafure in them !"

It will not be improper here to obferve, that one great

reafon why fcorn aud ridicule is fo hurtful to religion,

is, that it attacks things facred through the medium of

human weaknefs. True piety and virtue is in itfelf fo

venerable an objedl, that it is not poflible to render it ri-

diculous, but by mlfreprefentation : however, as it is al-

ways, in this world, attended with human infirmity, this

affords a handle to profane perfons to load it with re-

proach. Their fuccefs in this unhappy defign, is no great-

er than may naturally be expt^^ed ; few are able to dif-

tinguifli between a perfon andhiscaufe, nor indeed, is it

poffible to attack the one without wounding the other.

It evidently appears, that it is im poffible to treat religi-

ous perfons in general, or the expreffions, forms and
rites, commonly appropriated to religious worlliip, with

feorn ; and not, at the fame time, bring religion itfelf in-

to contempt.

I do not mean by this to plead for approbation, or even

indulgence, to any indecency, by which folly or vanity

may abufe or difgrace the worflii]) of God : far from it.

I think every thing of that kind ought to be reproved with

feverity, and oppofed with refolution : but I contend, that

it is infinitely more proper to treat it with abhorrence and

deteflation, than with fcorn. Whoever will give himftrlf

this liberty, may eafily find an opportunity, from the

weaknefs infeparable from humanity, to throw off that re-

verence for God and his fervice, which it ought to be his

chief follcitude to preferve and improve. There are ma-

ny whofe vifible weaknefs is to be lamented ; and, per-

haps, there is no human character at ail fo perfedlly decent
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in every refpe^l, but, by imitation and a little aggrava-

tion, it may be rendered ridiculous.

Let it alfo be confidered, tliat it requires far Icfs compre-
henfion of mind to expofe the folly and weaknefs of

ethers, or even to invent plaufible falfehoods, and inifre-

prefenc them, than to reafon with juftnefs and propriety

on the mod common fubje£ls : A very fmall degree of

ability is fufficient to accom])lifli a fcoffer, who is not re-

llrained by any fenfe of duty. Nor is this to be won-
dered at ; for there is always a fufficient number to whofe
iinderftandings the mofl vile and miferable performance
is perfectly adapted.

In fupport of all this, I could adduce many examples,
abundantly known and familiar : but, for certain reafons,

I fliall only mention a very celebrated inflance from anti-

quity. Socrates was certainly the wifeft and the bed man
of all the Jieathens, whofe charadlers have been tranfmit-

ted to us. His behavior was fuch, as not only deferved,

but feemed fit to command the efleem and veneration of

all who knevv^ him : yet was this worthy man fuccefsfully

turned into ridicule, by a perfon, whofe writings, which
have come down to us, are to the lad degree mean and
contemptible. Nor was the effedl merely tranfient ; for

in the opinion of many, this contempt paved the way for

the hatred which his enemies foon raifed againft him, and
which brought him to his death.

I proceed nov/, in the laO: place, to make fome improve-
ment of what has been fald : and I think I can difcover

in the afpe6t of the audience, that you already fuppofe i

have been led to the choice of this fubjed, by the late

atrocious and flagrant offence, committed in the near
neighborhood of where I no¥/ (land ; and which hath af-

fected every thinking and v/ell-difpofed perfon in the

place, with a mixture of indignation and concern. That
this is indeed the cafe, I have no intention either to deny
cr conceal. Many, i know, are of opinion, that fidelity

to my charge calls for fomething of this nature on the pre-

fent occafion ; if to others the particular difcuffion and
applicatioii of this fubject Ihould need any apology, fl>ere
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are two things, for which 1 hope to have the teftimony of

all my ordinary hearers, i. That 1 have never omitted

to mention with all freedom and plainnefs, the fins and

duties of every rank and clafs of men, as the fubje<ft led

to it, or the occafion feemed to require it. a. That in

doing this, I have generally avoided bringing in particular

accidents that have fallen out in the place ; being much
of opinion, that the lefs perfonal any thing of that nature

is, it is the more likely to be ufeful. But though I conti-

nue in the fame opinion in general, there are fome things

fo flagrant and atrocious in their nature, fo dangerous

and hurtful in their efreiSls, that bare fdence concerning

them would carry in it an imputation of unfaithfulnefs

or partiality in a minifler of Chrift. And as in the pre-

fent cafe, the fcandal feems loudly to call for fome public

notice ofit, fo it is impoflible to make the perfons more

known than they are already by their own folly, if it

could make them any more afliamed, it would be an un-

fpeakable benefit both to the public and themfelves.

With a view therefore to the fcandal jull now hinted at,

fuffer me to apply the truths above illuftrated, by giving

you fome advice and dlre6lion, under the three loUowing

charadlers, one or more of which will include every per-

fon who now hears me.

I. To thofe who are young: in that lovely, precious,

dangerous feafon of life ; of all others the fitted for learn-

ing what is good, and unhappily prone to learn or imi-

tate what is evil. My dear children, this is not the firil

of many times ! have addreffed in(lru6llon particularly tp

you, and I pray that God may open your hearts to receive

it. Let me befeech you, firll of all, t© learn this im])or-

tant leffon, to dlRrull yourfelves : be fenfible of your inex-

perience, and be perluaded of your danger from the ad-

monitions of others. The greateil evidence you can give

of real knowledge, is to be fenfible of your ignorance

;

and of true wifdom, to be willing to learn: the follcltude

and concern of your parents or other relations, to preferve

you from the deflru6\ive paths of vice, is from their cer-

tain knowledge of what you are now unwilling to believe.

^Above all things, flmn, as the pcflilence, the foclety of
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profane fcorn<;rs. Lofl to all fenfe of piety, feared in their

confciences, and enflaved to their luOs, they will do all in

their power to deftroy a rifing fenfe of religion in your

minds :
'' While they pronfife you liberty, they them-

felves are the fervants of corruption." Think upon eter-

nity approaching : no man can forefee or foreteii to you
now, whether your time on earth lliall be long or ihort

;

whether you fhall have much profperity, or m.any trials

in the prefent world ; but as the blefhng of God is the bed
ingredient in all tempor.d mercies, fo being at peace with

him is the befi: fupport under fuffering, and the only pre-,

paration for death.

But as all the delufive arguments In favor of fm are

drawn from this prefent life, fuller me to plead the caufe

of piety and truth in this refped. Be affured that true re-

ligion is the way to health, peace, opulence and public

efleem. Hear the wifell of mere men: Prov. iii. 16, 17.
'^ Length of days is in Wifdom's right hand, and in her
•** left hand riches and honor. Her ways are ways of plea-
'* fantnefs, and all her paths are peace." Do not look

only on thofe libertines who are in the beginning or mid-

dle of their courfe, w^hofe fpirits are lively, and their vi-

gor yet unimpaired: look on the few older practitioners.

Thefe were the good fellows and focial fpirits of a former

period : their companions were cut off in the middle of

their days, and they remain as beacons for your inftruc-

tion and warning. Do you fee them fullen in their de-

portment, mean in their attire, and defpifed by the world

itfclf; their faces bloated with intemperance, and their

miferable oiTspring pale with hunger, or crippled by neg-

kci ? thefe are the terrible fruits of midnight rioting.

They were once as merry in their cups, as ready with

their jefls, and as great defpifers of Sabbaths, and fermons,

of whining and praying, as any of their miore fprighdy fuc-

cefibrs, who are in the high road to the fame defpicable end.

My dear friends, when you perceive any one ftirrlng

up your averfion to parental authority, and teaching you
to defpife the troubiefome admonitions of minifters and
mothers, know that he is enticing you to the ruin of foul,

body and eRate. Hear again the wife man, or rather the
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Spirit of God fpeaking by him : Prov. xxiii. 19, &c.
*' Hear then, my fon, and be wife, and guide thine heart in

" the way : be not amongll wine bibbers, amongfl riot-

^ ous eaters of flefti ; for the drunkard and the glutton
" Ihall come to poverty, and drowfinefs IhaJi clothe a man
" with r^gz. Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and
'' defpife not thy mother when ilie is old." Prov. xxx.

17. " The eye that mocketh at his father, and defpifeth

" to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley (liall pick it

" out, arid the young eagles fliall e.it it."

Do you indeed think, that any of your loofe compa-
nions, with all their profeilions of friendfliip and attach-

ment, have the fame concern for your true intereft that

a parent has ; or the fame judgment to difcern it ? You
may efleem it as a favor when you are aiiilied in the in-

dulgence of your pleafures, and your irregular courfes

are concealed from the knowledge of your relations ; but

it is in truth the greateil injury that can poffibly be done

you : it is often diftrefTing to thofe of riper years and more
experience, to obferve how difficult it is to perfuade young
perfons of eafy tempers and warm aiTe6lions, of the dan-

ger of aflbciating with profligates. We reckon it hard

that you will not believe that they are worthlefs, upon
our teflimony ; but muft learn it from your own fatal ex-

perience. Believe it, there is no true friendfhip but what

is founded on the principles of piety and virtue '- and if

you confide In thofe of a different charafter, you will

fooner or later be rewarded with treachery and falfehood '

and indeed, the fooner the better; for their friendfliip is

infinitely more hurtful than any effeCls of their difpleafure.

Again therefore, let me befeech the younger part of my
audience, who have not yet themfelves thrown oft' all re-

gard to decenc}^ to give up all friendfliip with, and avoid

the fociety, of thofe who have. It is bifually a hard facri-

iice, I confefs ; but neceflary to your prefervation from

the mofl dellru6live courfes. What fignifies the fcorn

or refentment of a {t\v hardened wretches, compared to

the peace of your own minds, the heart-felt pleafure you

will f>ive to every real friend, your comfort and^happinefs

in this life, and the well grounded hope of a bleffed im-

mortality ?
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2. Let me fliortly addrefs myfelf to parents, or others

who are intruded with the education of youth. And, oh

that I could make you fenfible of the importance and diffi-

culty of your charge! There are many directions, which

might be given you with refpe(5l to education in general

;

but I choofe to confine my thoughts at prefent to what is

fuggeded by the occaiion and fubje6t of this difcourfe.

Let it therefore be your care, to preferve your children,

as much as poilible, from the company and converfation

of profane perfons, efpecially thofe who are tainted with

infidelity : and who, as its natural coniequence, treat the

exercifes of piety with contempt and fcorn. To fuffer

this, when you can hinder it, is treating their fouls in the

fame manner, as you would do their bodies, if you placed

dofes of fweetened poifon in every corner of the houfe.

You will daily perceive how children are formed by im.i-

tation, in their temper and manners : they mud bear a re-

femblance to thofe from whom they receive their fird im-

preflions : but if this is the cafe in general, hov/ much
more mud they embrace the principles, and imitate the

pra6lice of their companions in pleafure ?

This caution is fo neceffary, that where counfel and in-

treatyarenot Rifficient to procure compliance, authority

ought to be interpofed. Mere authority indeed will be

very ineife6lual ; and therefore, I mud particularly recom-

mend to you an early attention to your children's opinion

and judgment: they foon form a judgment, and will give

early marks of approbation and averfion of perfons and
characters. Do your utmod to make them edeem religion,

as the greated happinefs to every perfon, and the mod:

amiable part of every charaCler. Make them fendble,

from your condutl, that it is not only your dncere choice,

but greated delight. It is very fatal to them, when they

are led to look upon it as a burden and condraint. Habi-

tuate them early to confider all other qualities as good for

nothing, when piety is Vv'anting ; and a perfon of a truly

Chridian converfation as worthy of the liighed edeem^

whatever be his dation or circumih^.nces in otiier refpedls.

Remember it makes a part of the charadler of a good man,

as drawn by tlie Pfalmid David ; Pfa> xv. 4. ^\ln whofs
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** eyes a vile perfon is defpifed, but he honoreth them that
*' fear the Lord." T am perfaaded, that many, who truly

fear God themfelves, are inadvertently guilty of a great

miftake in this particular : they difcover unhappily too

much of their admiration or envy of the natural advanta-

ges of others, independent of their moral charaCler.

Drefs, furniture and wealth, are looked upon as diilin-

guifliing advantages; and children are often fuffered to in-

dulge themfelves in mockery and derifion ; even where
deformity, poverty, aukv/ardnefs, and things perfeQly in-

nocent in themfelves, are the only objedls of their fcorn.

Intelledlual abilities alfo, comprehenfion of mind, and
fprightlinefs of fancy, are comu'ionly m.uch the objeQs of

elleem ; and young perfons are infenfibly led to admire

ihefe natural qualities, without at all confidering to what

purpofes they are applied. This nmll necefHirily have a

fatal effect; and therefore parents fliould endeavor, as

much as poflible, to prelerve upon their own minds, and
infplre their children with an eileem of true piety, and a

horror and averlion at a vicious character, whatever advan-

tage may happen to accompany it.

Jf due care is taken betimes in this refpe6l, I am per-

fuaded it will, in a great meafure, prevent the danger

arifuig from the exanjple or folicitaticn of the patrons of

impiety. Their chief fuccefs depends on their real cha-

facler's lying concealed, till it is fafe and proper to avow
it. They inftill the principles of irreligion, as a wife

man would do the moll facred truths, by little and little,

as their difciples are able to bear them, and always do it

under the dilguife of pleafure. There is nothing more
different than the converfation and carriage of a libertine,

in the prefence of th-ofe of whom he Hands in awe, and
among his fele^i companions ; and even thefe lafl are but

gradually initiated into the concluding and horrid mylle-

rics of profanity and blafphemy. Young minds therefore

ihould be early formed to fuch a talle, as to look for piety

and virtue, before they will j^^ive their approbation or af-

fedlion to any human accompli fhments. Were this the

cafe, they would not be fo often betrayed by fpecious ap-

pearances, and drawn in, by degrees, firll, to fuffer ; then,
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to iiTiitate ; and, at laft, to delight in the moO: vicious

pra6lices.

While I am giving you thefe direcElions, I cannot help

obferving, that you may fee the great necefTity of wifdom
and prudence in the religious education of children. Ap-
ply yourfelves to it with diligence. It is an extenfive and
difficult, but, at the fame time, a noble, ufeful, delightful

fludy. " And if any man lack wifdom, let him alk of

" God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
" not."

I (hall now clofe this difcourfe with a few words to pro-

feffingChrillians in general.

My brethren, when vice rears up its head, and appears

with infolence andboldnefs, as it will certainly affect every

good man with concern, fo it is of great importance

what treatment it meets with from the public. If it pafles

v/ithout notice, we may conclude, that corruption hath

deeply infected the whole mafs. If men are afraid or

afhamed to exprefs their indignation at? it, we may con-

clude the confpiracy is formidable; and that the interefl

of truth and piety is greatly on the decline. There are

many, who in cafes of grofs fcandal, rather choofe to keep

themfelves at eafe, by forbearance and indulgence to the

guilty, than run the hazard of provoking their refentment

by an honeft declaration of their real fentiments. Nor is

ii feldom to be obferved, that the very perfons who do
leail in their own fphere, for (lemming the tide of profani-

ty, are the lirlt and loudell in complaining of the negli-

gence of magiftrates or pallors, in infli6:ing public punifli-

ments or cenfures.

Whilft, therefore, I am endeavoring, in fome meafure,

to difcharge myow^n duty, I muftalfo put you in mind of

yours. It is evidently the duty of all who profefs to fear

God, to abilain from the fociety of thofe who are grofsly

profane, without difcovering any fenfe of penitence or

iorrow. The truth is, I ought rather to make this a mark
of true religion, and affirm, that all good men Vv^ill do fo

;

than inform them that thev ihould. There muft be a like-

nefs of difpofition among familiar friends. Had you that

abhorrence of impiety that ycu.cught to have, you would
Vol. II.
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count the fociety of impious perfons a ftain ar.d repr{?:\cli

to your own chara6lers. Of this I am able to give a very

ftrong, and, at the fame tim.e, a plain and familiar proof.

Were any perfon knov/n to be guilty of theft and dif-

honefiy, or any fault that is odious and difgraceful in the

v/orld, every one would reckon his intimate companions

almoil, if not to the fame degree, abandoned as himfelf.

The fame thing will certainly hold as to prclanity or li-

centioufnefs ; though indeed it carries in it a melancholy

proof, that fms againll piety or purity are far from being

held in the fame abhorrence, as what endangers our fub-

Hance or temporal intereft. I mull however, here beg

of you, to attend to a hngular and very ftrong paiTage of

the epiftle to the Romans. The apollle Paul clofes his

defcription of the profane world in the following terms :

Rom., ii, 32. " Who knowing the judgment of God,
" (that they which commit fuch things are worthy of

** death) not only do the fame, but have pleafure in them
'* that do them." I have looked into the original, and

find the words juftiy tranllated ; and you fee, from the

conftrudion of the fentence, the apollle reprefents having

pleafure in fenfual and wicked men, as implying a depra-

vity of charader fuperior even to that of fenfuality itfelf.

But as allbciating with the profane is a mark of profani-

ty, fo every degree of countenance given to them^ by per-

fons of entire character, is- a fenlible injury to the public-

It ferves to put honor upon vice, and in part to deliver it.

from that jull reproach which ought to be the punifliment

of the guilty, and a warning to othersnotto tread in their

Heps. I have, on feveral ocealions, obferved that the pre-

ient period or date of things, in this place and congr^ga^

tion, demands the greatell concern for the public intereit

of religion. Grovving in numbers, and grov;ing, I hope,.

in wealth, as the effedl of your own and your fathers in-

dullry, you are in danger of the introdu(!rtion of a worldly

{•^\ni by tlie rifing generation. This every good man
ought, with the utmoft prudence and refolution, to Oppofe ;

particularly by doing all in his power to preferve the ho-

nor and refpe'cl due to true religion, and treating with

sontempt every open enemy to diat importaut iutereil.
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1 fincerely wifli you improved, and polTefled of every ac-

compliflimear that is truly valuable ; but beware of that

fah'e'poiiteiiers, v/hich confifts in little elfe than an oppo-

iltion to religion and fobriety. And, indeed I am afraid

v/e fnall not foon attain to any other ; at leaft, not by the

help of thofe, who as they fet religion at defiance, {q are

equally ftrangers to that elegance, and fenfe of decency

which difiinguiihes perfons of higher rank.

The late riotous meeting was without doubt the mod
audacious thing of the kind that ever was attempted in

this place; and therefore calls for an open and vigorous

teilimony againft it, by every peribn in his fphere. Re-

gard for the glovy of God, love to the fouls of men, and ^o-

licitude for the rifmg generation, confpire in requiring

you to exert yoiirfelves in fuch a caufe ; and fliall I not

acid, compaflion to the perfons themfelves ? Their vvorfl

enemies are thofe who treat them v/ith indulgence, fo long

as they continue to jufli fy or to palliate their offence.

iS^«.'thing ferves to harden finners more, than when no no-

tice is taken of their crimes ; and they find themfelves

juft as generall}^ and as well received, as if they had done

no evil. On the other hand, when they i)erceive the deep

-concern of others on their account, it is an excellent mean
of bringing them to ferious reflection, and inducing them
to tremble at themfelves. Wherefore, my beloved hearers,

let me befeech yow to preferve your horror of fin, not-

withftanding tlie boldnefs of finners. Do every thing in

your power to reclaim tlie offenders. Be earneft in your

fupplications to almiglny God, that he would fnatch them
as brands frocn tiie burning, and raife them up as trophies

of his victorious grace. But wliile they continue in their

enmity to God, lorget net, on your own account, the apof-

tolic couniel ;
'' have no fellowfhip with the unfruitful

•' works ofdarknefs, but r.ither reprove them."
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MINISTERIAL FIDF.LITY ik DECLARING the
WHOLE COUNSEL of GOD.

SERMON 42.

A Farewell Difcourfe delivered at Paifley, May, 1768,

ACTS XX. 26, 27.

V/lierefore I take tjou to record this day^ that Iam purefrom
the blood ofall men : for I have not shunned to declare imio

you all the counsel of God,

My Brethren-,

THESE words are a part of the apoftle Paul's dif-

courle to the elders of Ephefus, when taking leave

of them, under a firm perfuafion, or rather a certain know-
ledge, that he would never again fee them in the body.

My prcfent fituation, of which none of you is ignorant,

has determined me to the choice of this pafTage, as a very

proper fubje6l, from which I may conclude the exercife

of my miqiftry among you. I had once occafion, on
leaving another charge, to have taken a formal farewell of

a very affectionate people, but had not cour?.ge to attempt

;j|r.; -The circumftances attending the removal, which, if

"^Providence prevent not, feems now to be at hand, are fuch

as do not leffen, but greatly increafe the difficulty offpeak-

ing from fuch a fubie^. And yet, in another view, they
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feemed to urge it fo flrongly, and to prefent fuch an op-

portunity of being iifcful, as I durft not wholly decline.

Every Chriflian ought to bean obferver of providence.

Nothing will more eile6lually promote his holinefs and
<:omfort. And both a mi.niller and his people ought to

improve the afpecl of providence, wlien it hath any thing

peculiar in it, to their mutual benefit.

Let me therefore, intreat you to attend to the following

difcourfe, with patience an^i compofure. This requefl I

the rather hope you will comp]}^ with, as there is nothing

intended that is perfonal, further than mufi: neceiTarily

arife from the fubjedt itfelf, or be unavoidably fuggefted by
your own thoughts. 1 blefs God that I have no com-
plaint to make of want of duty, or afFe6lion upon your

vde ; neither is it any part of my purpofe to jullify my
own conduct, during the time that 1 have had the honor

and happinefs of being intruded with the miniftry of the

gofpel in this place. I fliall therefore only fay, that whe-

ther I have been able to deliver my own foul, by fidelity

in duty, and by purity of principle, I am certain, that

fiery much has been laid to the charge of many of yours.

Leall of all do I intend to endeavor to fatisfy you of the

motives which have induced me to accept of a call to a

dillant part of the world, and, in fome degree, a different

employment in the church of Chrift. For this, I know
that an account mull be given, in due time, to a much
greater Judge, with whofe approbation either the applaufe

or cenfure ofmen are not worthy to be laid in the balance.

The fingle pur])ofe, therefore, of the following difcourfe,

iliall be to give you fuch a comprehenfive view of the

truths of the everlalVing gofpel,—of the importance and

difficulty of a miniiler's work ; as may diredl you in the

choice of another pallor,—-increafe your elleem of fuch as

are faithful,—and excite you to guard againft every thing

that may either difcourage them in their work, or prevent

their fuccefs.

The apoftle Paul had planted the church of Ephefus,

and he had fpent a part of his time there, very cpnfiderable,

if we confider the extent of his commilTion, and his many
apoiblic journies to difierent parts of the world, la the
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tvhole of his clifcourfe, to the elders of that chiircli, whorrir

he had lent I'br in his pafiage to Jerusalem, we lee the

greated tenderiiefs and afreftion, and an earncft concern,

to engrave upon their hearts ihe trulns wiikh he had

tai'.ght them while relkling ihere. And, in the woixis

ot the text, you fee the founckuion on which he takes

them to record, that he \v:is free from the blood of all

vicn ; for^ fays he, / haiie not shunned to declare unio

you cdl the counsel of God. 1 omit every thing that

might be cccalionally introduced from the text, or con-

text, fudi as miniders being chargeable v/ith the blood of

thofe who periih by their negledl, and the- dndlrine of the

gofpel being the Gounfel of God, that I may fix your at-

tention, where certainly the emphaiis of this declaration

lies, viz. That he had declared to them cdl the counsel

of God^ and that he had not shunned to do fo, or that he

had not been deterred, by any difficulties, from the faith-

ful difcharge of his tru ih Therefore, in difcourling fur-

ther, on this fubje6ly I will endeavor, through divine af-

iiftance.

m
I. To confider the fidelity of a minifter, as confiding

a full and complete declaration of the counlcl of God.
II. To confider the difr.culties which may lie in hi&

-way, or tempt him to shun any part of his work. .

lil. To make a particular improvei-uent of the fubje£!:,

by giving you my parting advices, in the fpiritof this paf-

hige, and in a way, to the bell of my judgmcut, fuited to

your fituation.

Firfl then, Let us confider the fidelity of a mlnlfler, asf

confiding in a full ami complete declaration of the counfel

of God. This is a circumllance which the apodle feem.s-

to have laid particular drefs upon, in his difcourfe to the

elders of Ephefuc, as he not only reds his folemn appeal-

to themielves, in this paflage, upon it, but had rrrntion-

cd it before, verfes, 20, 21. *' And hovv^ I have kept
'•' back nothing that v/as prontable unto you, but have
** ihewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from
'' houfe to hQuie, tedif/ing both to the Jews, and aifo to
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*' the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward
*' our Lord Jefus Chrid." It is, indeed, a circum fiance

of the iitmoil moment, as miniflers may be fuppofed

much more ready to tall (liort in this rerpe(^ than in any

other. It is probable that many more are chargeable with

concealing truth, than afnrmlng falfliood ; with negletling

duty, than committing crimes ; with not building the

houfe, than wilfully pulling it down. Agreeably to this,

we find the charge of the prophet, againd unfaithful (liep-

herds, is chieOy or only for ncgle6l of duty, Ezek. xxxiv.

2, 3, 4. "Son of man, prophefy againft the fhepherds of

" Ifrael, prophefy and fay unto them, thus faith the Lord
** God unto the fliepherds, wo be to the fliepherds of Ifrael,

" that do feed themfelves : fiiould not the Ihepherds feed

•' the flocks ? Ye eat the fat, and ye cloth you wrdi the

" wool, ye kill them that are fed ; but ye feed not the

** flock : the difeafed have ye not ftrengthened, neither
*' have ye healed that which was fick, neither have ye
** bound up that which was broken, neither have ye
*' brought again that which was driven away, neither have
*' ye fought that which was loft, but with force and with
" cruelty have ye ruled them." But that you may have as^

comprehenfive a vievv^ as poflible, of the characler of a

faithful minifter, given in the text, obferve, that integri-

ty in declaring all the counfel of God, implies the follow-

ing particulars.

I. Declaring all the truths of God, without any excep-

tions. The revealed will of God is of great extent and

compafs. It takes in all that we are to believe concerning

God, and all the duty which God requires of man. It

gives us an account of the original, and of the fallen flate

of man ; of the early purpofe of divine mercy, and the

ileps that were ta!:en, from age to age, in carrying it into

execution; of the peribn, undertaking, and fuffe rings of

the Saviour ; of his laws as a teacher, and his dominion

as a king. Together with all this, we have a hiftory of

Providence, and many fpecial examples, indrudions, and

warnings of the moil particular kind. Now, my brethren,

ii^ who would declare all the counsel of God^ mud pay a

^hic rc-:^ard to tverv part, and, as far as time and health
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ir, given him, endeavor to make his people acquainted

with the whole. This, to be hire, cannot be done all at

once, and at the fame time. Doubtlefs there are ibme

truths of more importance than others. As the foundation

mull be laid before the llrufture can be raifed, and tlie

foundation and the corner ftones are of more moment than

the finifnings of the furface : yet there is a mutual fubler-

viency of every one in its place to another, and not the

lead can be wholly omitted without a real injury to thofe

that are retained.

There is a precioufnefs in every truth that hath the

flamp of divine authority upon it ; and, therefore, to ne-

gledl any of them, and count them trifling, or of litde

moment, argues a want of reverence for the v/ord of God.

The holy fcriptures, as they are full and complete, con-

taining every thing that is neceflary ; fo they are perfed:

and faultlefs, containing nothing that is unneceffary. Se-

rious perfons have often borne teftimony to the great utility

of fuch parts of the facred oracles, as are commonly treat-

ed with moft indifierence. Nay, I cannot help thinking,

that the veneration due to God, who doth nothing in vain,

obliges us to believe the utility .even of thofe paflages

whofe purpofe we ourfelves may not as yet have clearly-

perceived.

They are therefore gready to be blamed who are at no

pains to make known the counfel of God, in its full ex-

tent ; but how much more thofe who fatisfy themfelves

with infiRing uponfome things, which may be moll agree-

aiDle to their own tafle and difpofition, to the entire ne-

glect of others that are perhaps of equal or of greater mo*
ment ? We fee this happen too frequently, that things

which fill almoll every page in the holy fcriptures can

fcarce obtain a place in many fermons. We fee fome

induftrioufiy avoid the truths of the everlafling gofpel, and

others the duties of the moral law. The evil of this is the

greater, that there is fach a relation between the feveral

parts of God's revealed v/ill, that if any one ir. left out,

every view given df the reft muft be not only partial but

nnjull. He who truly underfiands the fcriptures, will

foon nerceivcj that there is fuch an infeparabl?- connexion

Vk. JL 3 T
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between one truth and another, that you can hardly ad-

mit one without admitting or reje6ling the whole ; and

that none of them can be withdrawn, or concealed, with-

out a manifell injury to the beauty and fulnefs of the gene-

ral fyllem.

But, of all others, the moO: wonderful fet of men are

thofe, who are for concealing fome of the truths of God,

left, they ihould be abufed. Th« fovereignty of God, his

eternal purpofe and the freenefs of his grace, are often

palTed by, under this ridiculous pretence. I would de-

Ipife the wifdom of fuch perfonc ; it is arrogance ; it is

impiety. I do not know any truth that cannot be abufed

by perverfe and corrupt nynds, or that has not, in many
inftances, been abufed. But is this a reafon for conceal-

ing them ? No. I would preach them openly ; I would

preach them fully ; I would endeavor to guard them

againfl the abufe ; and let finners know, that, if they wreft

the good word of God, they do it to their own deftrudion.

Oh ! that there were more fubje61:ion of mind to the wif-

dom of God : more of a deep and inward convidion,

that vvhatever he hath appointed, is, for that very reafon,

wifeil and bed. There would not then be fo many at-

tempts to explain away what is clearly contained in tlie

New Tellament ; but v/e fliould join, from the heart, with

the apoftle Paul in faying, Rom. xi. 33. '' O the deptli

'' of the riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of God !

'^ how unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways pad
** finding out ?"

2. Integrity of declaring all the counsel of God, implies

preaching the truths of the gofpel in their full and jufl pro-

portion. Under the former particular, I have ihewn the

neceffity of doing juflice to every truth ; let us now add

the duty of giving their full room and place to important

and fundamental truths. In order to make a juit portrait

6f a human body, it is neceflary, not only to have all the

parts, but to have every one in the trne prop.ortion it bears

to another. If one m.ember is fwelled to an unnatural

or monftrous bulk, and others are flirunk or flirivelled

away almofl to nothing, it will make the mod unfeem-

Jy figitrc. Agreeably to this, he, who would faithfully
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tledare the counsel of God, mull have a particular eye
to the great and leading truths of the gofpel, on which the

refl depend, and from which they derive their force and
meaning.

If we look into the fcriptures or the Old and New Tef-

tament, we ftiall find certain leading truths, which are of

ib great moment, that they ought hardly ever to be out of

view ; fuch as the loft (late of man by nature ; the abfo-

lute neceffity of falvation through Chrifl: ; the fufFering of

the Saviour in the fmner's room ; and free forgivenefs

through the blood of the atonement ; the neceffity of rege-

neration ; and the gift of the Holy Ghofl, to enlighten,

fandlify and comfort his people. Thefe truths are of fuch

unfpeakable moment, in divine revelation, that they ought
to be clearly explained, flrongly inculcated, and frequent-

ly repeated ; they are the dodlrines of the reformation ;

they make the fub(lance of all theProtedant confeffions;

they are the glory of the Proteflant churches ; and have
been fealed by the blood of thoufands of fuiFering mar-
tyrs. And, indeed, it comforts me, under the negledl

v/ith which they are treated, at prefent, by many worldly

perfons in a ilate of outward eafe and fecurity to thechurchy

that, if ever it pleafe God, for our fm5, to throw us into

the furnace, they will then difcover their honor, they
will recover their luilre, becaufe they will certainly mani-
fe(t their influence.

How fliall I make you more fenfible, what it is to give

tlieirfull room to thefe important truths, than by putting

you in mind oi the regard that was paid to them by the

apollles of our Lord, who received their commifTion im-
mediately from himfelf, and were not only the firft, but
tiie bed and moll fuccefsful minifters that ever were em-
ployed in the church of Chrill ? What a multitude of paf-

iages might I oite to this purpofe ? Ads iv. 12. " Neither
" is there falvation in any other ; for there is none other
" naiiiC under heaven given among men, whereby we
" mult be faved." i Cor. iii. ii. " For other foundation
'' can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jefus Chriil."

Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. " But what thin,^s were gain to me,
'' thofe I counted lofs for Ghrlil, Yea, doubtlefs, and I
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" count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the know-
*' ledge of Chrift Jefus, my Lord, for whom I have fuffer-

*' ed the lofs of all things, and do count them but chang,

" that I miay win Chrift^ and be found in him, not ha-

" ving mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but
*' that which is through the fliith of Chrifu, the righteouf-

" nets which is of God by faith ?" Without citing any

more paffages, I fliall only obferve, that though the apof-

tles introduced a great variety of truths in dieir writings

occafionally, fuch was, in their opinion, the importance

of the doctrine of falvation by the crofs of Chrill, that

they denominated the gofpel by it. Preaching Chrill,

and preaching the crofs of Chrill, was, with them, the

fame thing as preaching the v/nole. I do not tliink the

apoftle Paul v/as defective, in giving particular inftruc-

tions, upon every fubjed, to thofe churches which he ei-

ther planted or watered ; yet he fays lo the Corinthians,

I Cor. ii. 2. " For I determined not to know any thing

" among ypu, fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified ;*' in-

timating that fuch was his attachment to that great truth,

that it would occupy, in a manner, the whole of his time

and labor ; or rather, that it had fuch an intimate connexi-

on with ever}^ other part of the will of God, that, be the

fubjed v;hat it would, this could hardly be entirely out of

view.

He, who vrould declare the v;hole counsel of God^ muH:

Rill place thefe great and operative dodrines in a con-

fpicuous point of view ; he muft not pafs them over flight-

ly ; he muft not even fpeak of them coldly, but in fuch a

manner, as to Ihow, that he knows their truth, and feels

their moment. Vv'hat an inconfiftency for a Chriftian

minifter, to fpeak of the Lord Redeemer in fuch a Ihle,

as naturally leads the hearers to put him upon a level with

Socrates or Plato, or ether uninfpired teachers, who ne-

ver pretended to be faviours ? What poifon to the fouls

of men, for any to fpeak, as if they were fpeaking to

Adam before the fall, and to ling thofe fumers afleep in

fecurity, whom they fliould endeavor to alarm, that they

may be perfuaded to flee from the wrath to come. What

betraying of their trull, to entertain their people with an
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affecled dlfplay of their own talents, or idle fpeculations,

to amufe the fancy, when they fliould be building them
lip in holinefs and comfort, through faith, unto falvation?

The very manner of preaching may be oppofite to the doc-

trine of the crofs, wliich hath fo much humility and felf-de-

nial in it, as will infpire, and give a color, if I may fpeak i'o,

to evtry word that is fpoken by him that firmly believes it.

On the whole, no other truth or duty will be negleded by
a faithful minider : but the oftener he ftands, as it where,

in the centre of the plan, the more frequently hecontemi-

plates the crofs of Chriil-, in which all the lines of divine

truth are united, the more clearly will he fee them, and

the better will he be able to judge at what time and place

to introduce them..

This leads me to obferve, in the

3d Place, that to declare all the coimsel of God^ is to

preach all the truths of God in their proper order and con-

nexion. To allude to the fimilitude formerly ufed of

making a portrait of a human body, every member mull

not only be in its juft proportion, but in its proper place.

In teaching every fcience, there is a certain order that

muft be obferved, otherwife the labor will be in a great

nieafure loft; but it holds in nothing more (Irongly, than

in teaching religion, and opening the truths of the gofpel.

I might confirm this by many examples, or rather, indeed,

by going through the whole fyllem of divine truth, but

fliall only make a remark or two, for illullrating the ob-

lervation. The necefTity of falvation by Chrift, is found-

ed upon the loft ft ate of man by nature. Unlefs the one
is rlrjl eftabiifhed, the beauty and meaning of the other will

wholly difappear ; unlefs we are now in a corrupt and

guilty ftate; unlefs m.an has indeed, loft the knowledge of

the true God, the kindnefs of God to his peculiar people,

the prouiifcs in the prophetic writings of light to the Gen-
tiles, and the riches of divine grace in the gofpel, fpoken

of in fuch magnificent terms, muft all appear inconfidera-

ble, and unworthy of regard. Unlefs you can convince

n^en of their fins, and make them fenfible of the holinefs

and juftice of God, in vain v/ill you preach the gofpel to

them; in vain will you call it *' glad tidings of great joy
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*' to all people;''" they do not underdand the terms, they

will deride the meiTage, and Ipurn the oticred mercy.

If yoLi preach the free forgivenefs of iin through Chrift,

without, at the fame time, fliewing the ncctflny of rege-

neration and fanclification by his Spirit, it \\ ill either not

be embraced at all, or it will be turned into licentioufncfs.

And, ilyoii preach the duties of the law, without, at the

fame time, difplaying the grace of the gofpel, and the

vital intiuence that flows from the head to the members,

you will either build up men in a deftruclive fyllem of

Fhariidical religion and felf-righteoufnefs, or bring them
under tlie Egyptian bondage, of making brick, though

they are not furnilhed with itraw. The privileges and

duties of the gofpel ftand in an infeparable connexion ;

if you take away the firlhyou ftarve and mortify the lad.

Hear what our Lord himfelf fays. John xv. 4, 5. '* Abide
*• in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit,

" of itlelf, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye,

*' except ye abide in me. i am the vine, ye are the bran-
*' ches : he that abideth in me, and I in him, the fame
" bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do
*' nothing/' I fay the fame thing of not inforcing the

duties oi the gofpel with the great and powerful motives

drawn from its truths. You fee in what a convincing and

afieding manner the apoftle Paul fpeaks of his own con-

du<5l, and that of the other apolUes, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15.
*' For the love oi Chrift confiraineth us, becaufe we thus

" jv'dge, that if one died for all, then were all dead : and
** that he died for all, that they which live, iliould not
*" henceforth live into themfelves, but unto him which

'' died for them, and rofe again." It is, douhtlefs^ law-

ful, nay, it is for the glory of God, to make occafional

mention of every argum^^nt againft fm, drawn from na-

ture, reafon, and experience, to f^iew that, " the law is

^' holy, the commandment holy, jull, and good." But

let us not hope to make confcientious, active, fruitful

Chrlilians, any other way, than by teaching them to live

*' the life that they live in the flelh, a life of faith on th^

*' Son of Go^^ who loved them; and gave himfelf for

^ them."
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All who know the grace of God in truth, will deHre to

have this connexion between one truth and another, and

the influence of truth on duty inviolably prclerve'.l. It is,

indeed, common with fome to alledge, that the friends of

the gofpel, thofe who are attached to the do£\rine of re-

demption, are enemies to the law, and that they do not

love to hear their duty preached to them. I look upon

this as an unjuft and deteftable flander, and commonly
Ipread by thofe who know nothing of the fubferviency of

the law to the gofpel, or rather who underftand very little

either of the one or the other. If a minifler preaches the

holinefs of God's nature, with whom evil cannot dwell

;

if he preaches the duties of the moral law, in all the force

of its unchangeable obligation, and all the terror of its-

awful faniSlion, in order to convince his hearers, that they

are liable to wrath, I know no found Chrillian who will

find fault with it : nay, I am perfuaded, that minillers»

who love the dotlrine of falvation by grace, do often preach

the moral law in fuch terms, that many legal perfons are

ready to tremble at the hearing of it ; for they willingly

ufe the words of the apoitle Paul, Gal. iii. 10. " For as

*' many as are of the v/orks of the law, are under the curfe;

*' for it is written, curfed is every one diat continued! not

** in all things which are written in the book of the law
*• to do them." But if ferious perfons hear the duties of

the Jaw, preached as the grounds of their acceptance, and

the foundation of their peace with God, it is no wonder

that they fay, after an approved example, " if righleouf-

" nefs came by the law, then Chrifl is dead in vain."

Again, if a minifter preach the duties of the gofpel, ex-

plain them in all their extent, and prefs them by argu-

ments drawn from the New Teflament, as the fruits of

faith, as the evidences of their change, as a debt of grati-

tude to their Redeemer, as the marks of their relation to

him, and nectfiary to ht them for his prefence, I believe

it \v\\\ not be unacceptable to any of his people. On the

contrary, they do ufually both approve and delight in thefe

fermons Vv^hich are moil fearching to the confcience, and

mod clear and explicit in the trial of their ftate. Titus iii.

B. '^ This is a faithful faying, and thefe things I v/ ill that
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" thou affirm coTiflantly, that they which have believed iri

" God might be careful to maintain good works : thefe

" things are good and profitable unto men." It is our

duty to iliew, not only that profeffing Chriftians ought to

be holy, but that they mud be holy ; and that if they live

and die the Haves of any known fm, Chrill, and all that

he hath done, fliall profit them nothing, but only aggra-

vate their condemnation. I will bear this teftimcny to

my own hearers, that, as it was alwa3'S a f)rinciple with

me, to preach the dodlrines of redemption where they are,

and not to attempt to find them ivherc they are not, by a

boundlefs allegorical interpretation ; ih thefe fermons,

which have been wholly employed in explaining and en-

forcing particular duties, opening their principles, diRin-

gulfliing them from their counterfeits, and preffing them
upon the confcience, have met with as much approbation,

and been heard with as little fufpicion as any whatever.

But if any miniiler had preached in fuch a manner, as to

fet the doQrine of falvation altogether afide, and to fup-

pofe that we could obey in our own Rrength, or that God
was indebted to us for our works, inflead of our being in-

debted to him, both for flrength to perform them, and
mercy to accept them, I believe it would not have pafTed

without cenfure ; and I fmcerely pray, that the time may
never cone, when it will, in any corner of this churchy

but efpecialiy from the pulpit in which I now (land.

The delufion and abfurdity that iinds place with many,
deferves the greatell pity. It is not uncommon to hear

certain perfons pouring out the bittereit invedlives in pul-

pit and converfation againfl others, as enemies to morali-

ty, as.turning the grace of God into licentioufnefs, as not

only neglecting, but even oppofmg the obligation of his

law. Jn the mean while, if you hear the firll, you fliall

rarely meet with any thing but what is quite loofe and ge-

neral, a declamation on the beauty of virtue, and the ne-

ceffity of holinefs, or a very imperfect Piietch of the offices

due from man to man in the common intercourfe of focial

life. And, if you hear the other, it is probable you may
hear many of the hard fayings of the goFpel, not only the

ncceffity of doing jufiicc, and loving mcrrvj with the cer-
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kin damnation of thofe who hold unjuft gain without refti-

tution ; but tlie neceffity of loving God above all created

comforts, habitually (lire(5ting every part of our conduct

to his glory, and being fmcerely and without referve, fub-

miflive to his providence. You may alfo, probably, hear

the duties of every relation defcended to with a particular-

ity, and the negledl or breach of them reproved with a fe--

verity, that is no where elfe to be found. Novv, I defire

to know which of thefe are the greatell friends to morality.

So ftrong is the deception, that I have known feveral of

the hearers of the mod boalled m.oral preachers, who could

not avoid betraying, by their difcourfe, that they confider-

ed the exercifes of piety, as no part of n\orality, and very

confidently, indeed, with thefe principles, treated thent

with the moil abfolute negledl.

I have little hope of the convi6lion, but would gladly,

if poffible, (lop the mouths of gainfayers on this fubjedl.

Is it not ufual to mark out the friends of falvation by grace,

under the title of extraordinary ilri(5l, and eminent profef-

fors ;
generally, indeed, with a view to challenge the fm-

cerity of that profeffion, and load it v/ith obloquy and re-

proach ? But confider, I pray you, with what propriety you
give them the name of profeilbrs ? what is it that they pro-

fefs ? It is, that they are nothing in themfelves and de-

ferve nothing at the hand of God but wrath for their fms ;

that they have no hope of acceptance, but by the free grace

of God through the redemption that is in Chrift ; that thej

can do nothing of themfelves that is good, but by the

grace of God, are what they are ; {q that there is no room
left for them to glory. Is not this their faith and perfua-

fion ? Why are they then called profefibrs ? You are

the profefibrs, who make your boaft of the law, and glo-

ry in the excellence and perfection of human virtue.

Shew us then your faith by your works ; juflify your pro-

feffion by your practice ; boailing will bring you little ere-

dit. But let us fee who have the moll fober, honeft, holy,

heavenly lives ; thefe are certainly actuated by the bell

principles.

But, I mull, in part, retra£l what I have faid ; for, after

all, the fervants of Chrill are indeed profefibrs. They
Vql, IL 3 U



522 Ministerial Fidelity in declaring

have taken on the holy profeiTion of the gofpel : and, irt

fadl, any inftance of irregular condu^l in them is more
obferved, more deeply reproached, and gives greater, of-

fence than the very fame in perlbns of a different charac-

ter. When they depart from their duty, and from Itridt^

nefs of converfation, I give them freely up to the cen-

fures of their enemies ; they have richly deferved them,

and therefore they ought to bear them. In the mean time,

let me put thofe in mind, who, in the midft of their tri-

umph, ftigmatize them with the name ot^ professors, that

they do them, of rather their profeffion, more honor than

they are aware of > for they fhow that they themfelves are

fenfible that fueh principles ought to have produced holi-

nefs in the converfation. So far as they reproach the fm-

ner, or the detected hypocrite, they do what is right, and

it can fearcely be over done. But, when they take occa-

fion to bring a reproach on the profession itfelf, their very

fuccefs is a condemnation of themfelves ; for that the grofs

crimes of their own admirers, are lefs offenfive, is juft be-

caufe their profession is lefs holy. Nothing would give

me greater pain, than to underfland that my dodrine

were to the tafle of midnight rioters, fwearers, and Sab-

bath breakers ; and, if any fueh are found among the ad-

mirers of moral preaching, their teachers could not do-

themfelves a greater honor, than by renouncing the con-

nexion.

4th. Fidelity in declaring the whole counsel of God, im-

plies preaching every truth in its proper feafon. " There
'* is as Solomon tells us, a time for every thing under the

** fun ;" and, v/here the truths of the gofpel are taught in

their feafon, it gives them a particular lultre, as well as an

uncommon force. That you may underfland what I

mean by preaching the truths of religion in their feafon,

you may obferve, that, befides giving with afuduity and

care, the necelTary inilrudtions for every particular duty

incumbent on perfons, families or congregations, the fea-

fon may vary, and the propriety and necellity of infiiling

upon Ibme truths, may arife from two circumftances ;

—

the flate of religion among a people ;—and the afpe^ of

Providence towards them.
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ift. It may arife from the flate of religion amoTig a peo.

pie. Surely it is the duty of a minifter to fuit his inflruc-

tions to the prefent and moll preffing neceflities of his

hearers ; not to foiler their prejudices, but, with care and

judgment, to corre(Sl them ; not to pardon or overlook

their prevailing errors, but to rectify them ; not to bear

with epidemic fins, but with boldnefs and feverity, to

reprove them. It will be feen, on the following head,

that fome of the greateft difficulties that lie in the way of

minifters, and the ftrongeft temptations to unfaithfulnefs,

come from this quarter. At prefent I fhall only ihortly

illuftrate the obfervation, and fupport it by the pradice of

the apoftles. We fee, that, in fpeaking either to perfons

or churches, they took care to have a particular eye to

their ftate and charader, and adapted their inftrudions,

and even their expreflions, to thefe circumftances with

the utmoft fidelity, and the greatefl fkill. Neither is ther^

any way by which we can fo well enter into the mean-
ing of the icriptures, or perceive their beauty, as by con^

fidering the conditions and charai^lers of thofe to whom
the feveral parts of them are immediately addreffed. We
fhall alfo fee a mixture of zeal and prudence in the holy

apoftles, when a<5ling under the direction of the Spirit of

God. What an admirable example have we of propriety

and fidelity in the apollle Paul's difcourfe to Felix, the

Roman governor, when he defired to hear him concerning

the faith of Chrid ? We are told, A6ls xxiv. 25. that he

took occafion to " reafen of righteoufnefs, temperance^
*' and judgment to come." In fpeaking to one, who
had, probably, no other intention, in defiring to hear

him, than to gratify his curiofity, by obtaining a diftindt

account of the wonderful hiflory of Chriil, he thought

proper to apply to all thofe principles of natural confci-

€nce which might be fuppofed, yet to retain fome power

over him. And if (as many judicious interpreters think)

inllead of temperance,, we iliould read continence, it was

a bold and fevere, yet well-timed reproof to him and Dru-
iilla, who v/ere then living in adultery. We cannot help

alfo being ftruck with the unHiaken boldnefs of the Apof-

tle, who could fpeak v/iih fo much freedom to the gover-
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nor, in whofe bands he was then as a prifoner, and before

whom be expelled foon to (land, and receive fentence

from him as a judge.

You may alfo obferve the apoRle PauPs attention to,

and concern for the particular Hate of the churches to

which he wrote his epiflles. The church of Corinth feems

to have been greatly infeded with divifions and conten-

tions, and thefe unhappily inflamed by ambitious and fac-

tious teachers, under whom they were marflialled as fa

many leaders, and to whofe name and intereft they feem

to have been more devoted, than even to thofe of their

Maftcr, I Cor. iii. 3, 4. " For ye are yet carnal : for

*' whereas there is among you envying, and flrife, and
*' divifions, are yt not carnal, and walk as men ? For,
^^ while one faith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of A-
*' polios, are ye hot carnal ?" Againfi; this the apolile

writes with the greateft zeal and warmth, and, at the

fame time, with the greateft prudence. He flievvs how
inconfiftent it was with the fpirit of the gofpel, and how
derogatory to the honor of Chrifl. He endeavors to make
them fenfible that the moft able arid faithful miniflers

were no more than inflruments in his hand, and owed
their fuccefs entirely to the bleffing of God accompanying

their labors, as in the fame chapter, ver. 5, 6, 7. *' Who
** then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but miniflers by whom
'* ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man ? I

'* have planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave the in-

*' creafe. So then, neither is he that pLmteth any thing,

** neither he that watereth, but God that giveth the in-

creafe." What deferves particular notice, is, that, in

all probability, the mention of himfelf and Apollos here,

was merely hypothetical, or to ferve by way of example.

The real heads of the parties in the Corinihian church,

were other teachers than either Paul or Apollos, whom he

did notchufe to name, but flated his argument in this lefs

oftenfive and more convincing form. The truth is, there

is no diforder in a church, that is harder to deal with, than

^ fpirit of contention. Other fins may be reproved

with feverity, and you will be fuppofed to be in the exer-

cife of your duty when doing fo ; but this will not allov/
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itfelf tobe reproved, becaufe it will not confefs itfelf tobe

a crime, and is therefore often exafperated by the attempts

to heal it. You ma}^ fee fometimes a man of flrife cover

all under a flaming profefiion of religion, and yet conduct

it in fach a manner, that we may idy of him, as the fer-

vants of Nabal faid of their mailer, " he is fuch a fon of
*

' Belial, that a man cannot fpeak to him."

I might produce many other examples from the holy

Scriptures ; but thefe are fufEcient, to (hew that it is the

duty of a miniiler to fuit himfelf to the Hate of religion

among his people, by with-holding nothing that is profit-

able, but particularly infifting on what is moft needful.

If any of the truths of the golpel are in danger of being

neglected, if they are undermined by fecret, or aflaulted

by open enemies, it is the duty of a miniiler to make fre-

quent mention of them, left they lliould be forgotten ; and

to fupport and confirm them, that they may obtain ac-

ceptance. If any duty is in danger of falling into difef-

teem, and a falfe fliame makes many decline the pratSlice,

a faithful miniiler fliould Hand forth an open and zealous

advocate for its continuance. If any particular fin, or fms,

prevail remarkably in a place, and appear to be gaining

ground, it is the duty of a minifler to beware of yielding to

the ilream, or feeking his own quiet by filence ; on the con-

trary, he ought to double his diligence, and make the molt

refolute and vigorous oppofition to the incroaching evil.

Of all this, I fuppofe, you will clearly perceive both the

meaning and the juflice. Thefe circumllances are the in-

timations of Providence, and point out, in the mofl fig-

niiicant manner, not only what is a part of a minifler's

woik in general, butalfo what is the immediate will of

God as to his prefent duty.

2dly. The proper feaibn of infifting on particular truths

may arife from the afpecl of providence towards the church

in general, or a congregation, family, or perfon in parti-

cular. You fee the apofties conftantly make ufe of the

ftate of the church in their time, the number and violence

of its enemies, to excite the fervants of Chrift to vigilance,

to exhort them to conftancy, and to exercife them to pa-

tience. They alfo feem particularly attentive to teac^
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their converts to make ufe of the confolations of the gof-

pel with this view, Rom. viii. 18. ''For I reckon, that
" the fufTcrings of this prefent time are not worthy to
*' be compared with the glory which fhall be revealed in
" us"—and the fame chapter, verfes 35, 36, 37. "Who
*' fhall feparate us from the love of Chrift ? Ihall tribula-

** tion, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, ornakednefs,
" or perils or fword ? (As it is written, for thy fake we
*' are killed all the day long ; we are accounted as fheep
*' for the ilaughter.) Nay, in all thefe things we are more
** than conquerors, through him that loved us." Impend-
ing calamities of fuch an alarming nature that they fpeak,

as it were, of themfelvcs, and afford the nobled opportuni-

ties of awakening the altention, and moving the affe(^i-

ons, of bringing the carelefs to conviction, and ftirring up
the holy to watchfulnefs. In times of public danger too

the felf-feeking minifter throws off the malic, and deferts

the caufe, while the faithful who remain, are necelfarily

animated with uncommon zeal.

But a different afped: ofProvidence calls alfo for inflruc-

tion in feafon. In times of public quiet and fecurity,

there is the greateil reafon to dread, and, by confequence,

to guard againft indiffc^rence and formality in religion, on
the one hand, or unnecefiary contention about it on the

other. When the profeffion of the gofpel is at any rate

fafe, and in fome degree profitable, the church is always

incumbered with a dead weight of cullomary Chrillians,

who receive their religion from their fathers, and continue

to tread, as it were, in the beaten path. It is no eafy

matter to fliake their fecurity, when every outward cir-

cumftance confpires to increafe it. And as the fpiritual

flumber takes hold, in fome meafure, even of thole who
are alive unto God, it is no trifling taflc to exercife difci-

pline, at once with prudence and with firmnefs, and to

preferve the life and power of religion, when every thing

is fliiTening into form. It is very cafy, indeed, when
there is a hard conflict between health and corruption, in

the body of Chrifl, that is to fay, in his vifible church,

for one, or a few members, to pour out complaints againft

thofc who govern it ; to lay to the charge of minillers
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tliofe abufes which are the grief of their hearts ; and, all at

once, to fet about making a new model according to their

own fancy. But I apprehend it is a much better, thcueh
a more difficult duty, to obey the Redeemer's counfel, to
*' be watchful, and llrengthen the things that remain and
" are ready to die." Alas ! how often do the new difor-

ders that break out in feparating focieties, betray the

naughty materials of which they are compofed. They arc

much in the fame way as the fool who ran away from his

ow^n fliadow, but run where he would, it was as fooii

there as he. They run away from the corruption of hu-
man nature, and they fhall never be quit of it, becaufe

they carry it with them.

There is one other temptation which I fhall briefly

mention, as almoft infeparable from a Rate of outward quiet

in the church of ChriiL Thofe, if I may fpeak fo, who
keep their garments clean, as to the sins^ are fcarcely

able to bear up under the trials of the times. When they

fee one attempt after another, for the revival of truth and
righteoufnefs, defeated by the ftrength of corruption, they

are in danger of impatience and fretfulnefs againfl: Provi-

dence, and fometimes are even tempted to call in queftioii

the reality of religion altogether ; as if it did not meet
with that fupport and countenance, from the great Ruler,

which they think is its due. But the mofl common dan-
ger is, that of falling into a defpondent negled of duty, of

not doing what they ought, becaufe it has not hitherto had
the affeft which they delire. In fuch a cafe, no doubt, it

is the duty of miniilers to fortify them, by giving proper
views of the wifdom and fovereignty of Providence ; by
fhewing the paths of God towards his church, in ancient

times ; and that thefe have, in every age, been the com-
plaints and fears of good men, froni the v/eaknefs of their

faith, and the imperfedlion of their knowledge. It was
the complaint of the Pfalmiil, Pfal. Ixxix. 4. " We are
" become a reproach to our neighbours, a fcorn and deri-
*' fion to them that are round about us." But it led him
to prayer for the revival of religion, as v/ell as the prof-

perity of his country, verfe 5. " How long, Lord, wilt thou'

'' be angry forever I Iball thy jealcufy burn like fire
:*'
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and, in the 8th and 9th verfes, " O remember not agalnft

" us former iniquities : let thy tender mercies fpeedily

*' prevent us : for we are brought vtry low. Help us, O
" God of our falvation, for the glory of thy name : and
" deliver us, and purge away our fins for thy name's
'' fake."

But the courfe of Providence, towards the church in

general, is not only to be obferved and improved, but

whatever is remarkable or fmgular, in particular congre-

gations. I fliall not dwell upon examples of this, be-

caufe it is my purpofe to put it into pradice, and by that

means, to illuftrate it in the application of this difcourfe.

Let it fuffice to fay, that thofe truths, or exhortations,-

which are founded on the viiible ftate of Providence, carry

a degree of evidence and weight with them, that is pecu-

liar to themfelves. Known charaders and fcenes illuf-

trate the defcription, facilitate the application, and increafe

the convidion. I do not mean the expofing of particular

perfons, by the introduction of hngle and recent fads.

But if a minifter is able with judgment and propriety, to

refled light upon divine truth, by pointing out the evil

Gonfequences of fin in general, the caufes of the preva-

lence of one fin more than another, and the infenfible

changes that are produced in the manners of men, by the

change of their outward condition, it is certainly his duty ;-

and when the ftate of his own people furnilhes the oppor-

tunity, if he would fpeak the word in feafon, he ought not

to let it pafs.

To thtfe obfervations I only add, that, in the v/hole

Gourfe of private parochial duties, a faithful minifter will

Ipeak the truths of God in their proper feafon. If in fa-

mily vifiLation, or private and perfonal admonition, he

hath not a particular view, either to their charader, as far

as it is kncwji, or their flate in providence, however ex-

cellent or importuiiit his inftrudions may be, in other re-

fpedls, he declareth not the whole counfel of God. But if

he is truly aduated by a defire of being ufeful, and keeps

this circuiuftance ia his eye, Vv'ith v/hat readinefs will he

comm'.inicatc innruilion to the ignorant, confolation to the

diftreft, and reproo'to the obriin.Ue ? He will recommend
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to the rich, humility and liberality ; to all who are In po-

verty patience and induftry ; to parents, affiduity in teach-

ing and government ; to children, obedience, attention,

and fiibjeaion ; and to fervants, integrity and faithfulnefs

in their trufl ; or, in the language of the Holy Ghoil, as

a wife fervant, " he will give to every one his portion of

" meat in due feafon."

5. In the lad place, declaring tbe whole counsel ofGod,

implies preaching the truths of the gofpel, honeftly and

boldly, Without refpe^: of perfons. 1 am perfuaded the

apollle Paul, who was himfelf fo remarkable for an un-

daunted courage in his Mafter's caufe, had this, amongft

other things, in viev/, when he fays, he had not shunnedio

declare the counfel ot*God. There are few temptations

more dangerous- to a minifter, than the fear of man. Such

is the malignant enmity of the wicked againft the good,

that he may fufFer injury from them in his name, his fub-

llance, and even this perfon. Againft his danger our Sa-

viour has warned his difciples in the following paffage,

Luke xii. 4. " And I fay unto you, my friends, be not
** afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no
'' more that they can do ; but I will forewarn you whom
*' you fhall fear": fear him which, after he hath killed, hath

*' power to caft into hell ; yea, I fay unto you fear him."

It is remarkable, that in the prayers recorded in fcripture,

as oftered up by the apoftles, for divine afliilance in their'

lacred oiFice, as well as thofe paffages in which they a& the

prayers and intercefllon of their fellow Chriftians, this cir-

cumdance is almoft never forgotten. Boldnefs and refa-

ction was what they faw they Ihould always ftand in need

of, Acts iv. 29. " And now, Lorcl, behold their threat-

" nings, and grant unto thy fervants, that^ with all bold-

'' nefs, they may fpeak thy word.'' Eph. vi. 18. 19*
*' Praying always, with all prayer and fupplication, in the

*' fpirit, and watching thereunto, with all perfeverance

*' ami fupplication for all faints : and for me, that utter-

*' ance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth
** boldly, to make known the myftery of the Gofpel.

The trials of the apoftles were indeed in this refpe£t

uncommonly fevere \ but, even fetting afide the cafe of

Vol. IL % X
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open perfecution, there is great reafon for minifters XO

guard againft that fear of man, which bringeth a fnare.

As their hearers are of all different ranks and degrees,

they ought, with the utmoft impartiality, to preach the

duties incumbent upon, and reprove the fins that cleave to

men of every flation. As they fpeak in the name of God,
and carry amelTage from the King of kings, they ought to

do it with the dignity that becomes an ambaffador from
him. They ought not to be difmayed at the prefence of

the moft high and mighty of their fellow finners, when they

remember the continual prefence of him before whom
" mean men are vanity, and great men are a lie.'' I

know, my brethren, that there is a refped and deference

due to men, according to their flation, and that a confci-

entious Chriflian will give them the fubjeQion that be-

longs to their rank, and authority in civil life, " not only
'' for wrath, but alfo for confcience fake." But this does

not hinder him, who watches for their fouls, to give them
faithful warning, and, where it is necelTary to debar them
from the feals of God's covenant, left they fhould at once
profane his ordinance, and ruin their own fouls.

I fay, and 1 pray you to attend to it, ruin their oivn souls;

becauie I know not a greater injury that can be done to

the great, than that conitant adulation that is paid to them,

and that indulgence to their faults, which, by weakening

the reproofs of confcience, tends to hinder their repen-

tance and reformation. I take this opportunity to fay,

that if eternity is of any moment the great are not to be

envied, but pitied. Some are hindered by intereft, and

fome by fear, from dealing plainly and faithfully with

them ; and it is wonderful to think how much the opi-

nions and conduct of others blinds them as to the flate of

their own fouls. It is recorded, to the honor of an anci-

ent bilhop, that for an a6t of cruelty he debarred the em-
peror himfelffrom the Lord's table. I know there are ma-
ny who would pronounce this, immediately, the a6l of

an ambitious and afTuming prielt ; but it will always be,

in my eyes, a revered example of honefty and faithiulnefs

in a minifter of Chrift.
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n. I proceed, now, to the fecond thing propofed, which

•was to coafider the difficulties which may lie in aminifler's

way, and tempt him to shun any part of his work. Thefe

are very various, and not eafy either to enumerate or de-

fcribe. What hath generally made the greateft impreffion

upon me, either from experience or obfervation, I ihall

dwell upon a little : it may be reduced to the three fol-

lowing heads, Sloth or worldlinefs in ourfelves,-

the prejudices of our people, and the oppofition of our

enemies.

I. Sloth or worldlinefs in miniflers, themfelves, may
tempt them to fiiun fome part of their work. You v/ill

fee, from the preceding obfervations, that the work of a

minifter is both extenfive and difficult. It requires the

greateft intention of mind, the application, fo to fpeak,

of the whole man. It requires judgment to lay down the

plan, diligence and perfeverance to carry it into executi-

on. Now ilothfulnefs, and a love of eafe or pleafure, to

which we have all too great a bias, muft be a very dan-

gerous temptation ; to evade fome part of the duty, or

flur it over in a flight orcarelefs manner. There is a ve^

ry great difference between doing our work in fome fort,

or fo as to avoid punilhment from our fuperiors, efpecial-

ly at a time when the reins of government are not held

very hard, and doing it with that zeal and application

which a concern for the glory of God, and love to the

fouls of men, fhould habitually infpire. We have all

reafon to be afliamed, that the important objects we have

in view, and the interefting fubjecls we have to treat of,

do not put an edge upon our fpirits, and deliver us from
that lazy unconcerned manner, which is equally diflio^

norable to God, and hurtful to the fouls of men. I take

the liberty to obferve, that Ilothfulnefs is very incident to

perfons of confiderable abilities ; inftead of being excited

to improve their talents, they are inclined to trull to

them. Finding, by experience, that they can do tolera-

bly with but little pains, they foon come to content them-

felves with next to none. Perhaps I might apply here

the common obfervation, that as few know their owri

weaknefs, fo as few know their own ilrength, or what
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they might do by the confclentious improvement of their

natural powers. We have {^tw many examples of per-

fons of weak capacity, who, by the help of piety and di»

ligence, have done every part of their minitlerial duty,

in a manner far fuperior to thofe of much greater talents,

whofe heart did not lie to their work.

The danger of iloih, as a temptation, will appear, in

the flrongell light, from what has been faid, on the fide-

lity of a minifter in declarinjr all the counfel of Gcd. Ke
may not only deal with a flack hand, and do his work im-

perfectly ; but, as it confiUs of very difl'erent parts, he

inay chufe the eafier, and leave the harder. He may ap-

ply chiefly to what is moft pleafant to himfelf, or what

gives him the greateft opportunity to fiiine in the eyes of

others, while he negiefts thole parts that are more bur-

denfome to the flefli. The danger of this is the greater,

that thofe parts of a miniller's work, to which a flothful

mind is ufually moft reludant, are alfo thofe, the negleCl

of which can be moft eafily palliated or concealed. And,
indeed, it is wonderful to think what ingenious excufec

men will invent for the negled of thofe duties which they

have no inclination to perform. I have often heard mi-

nifters endeavor to prove, that vifitation of families, which

doubtlefs is a very fatiguing, was alfo a very unprofitable

and unneceffary piece of lervice, than which, I think,

there never v;as any thing more manifefily falfe. It is

not only, when executed with fidelity, of great immedi-

ate ufe, in itfelf, but, by giving a miniller a thorough

knowledge of his people, enables him to perform every

other part of his work with the greater propriety and fuc-

cefs. ' A miniller ought to be like a fcrvant, wholly at

his mafter's difpofal, v/ho has no choice as to his work,

but is ready to obey what God, in his Providence, rfhall

fee fit to command him.

I joined worldlinefs with floth, becaufe they are near of

kin, and commonly co-operate one with another. It is

not my intention, in any part of this reafoning, to point

out thofe who are wholly unfaidiful, and mean no more
but to ihear the fieece, without caring for the flock; but

loHiewhow thofe finful difpofitions, vvhich, in part, tak^
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place in every one of us, if they be fufFered to gather

firength, may obflruct us in our duty. Too many world-

ly cares, or too much indulgence of worldly pleafure,

mud be a very dangerous temptation to thofe who are in-

truded with the care of fouls. The apoftle Paul fays of

himfelf, that he was " feparated to the gofpel of God," fo

is every minifler of Chrift. A prudent attention to his

neceffary provifion, indeed, and ordering his affairs with

difcretion, is not only lawful, but highly ufeful and ex-

pedient; as it frees him from anxiety, and gives him
greater liberty of mind for profecuting the ends of his call-

ing. But for one, appointed to labor in holy things, to

be either fordidly covetous, or from interefled ambitious

views to follow worldly occupations, is certainly either a

ikcrilegious breach of trull, or an unreafonable and offen-

Tive diilrult of God.

2. Another very great difficulty, which often lies in

the way of a miniller, arifes from the prejudices of his

people. It would be idle to fuppofe, that ever we fhall

iind a people, among v/hom there are no miflaken notions,

or unjud prepofleffions, which it is our duty, with pru-

dence, but at the fame time with honedy, to withdand.

As no congregation can expedt to meet with a perfedl mi-

niller; fo no minider fliould.expe6l to meet with a fault-

lefs congregation. If there were any fuch, there would

be little need of a minider at all. You are to obferve,

that I do not here chiefly intend that bias and propenfity

to fm, which is natural to us all, which reigns in the wick-

ed, and druggies for indulgence in the good ; and which,

therefore, calls for '' doctrine, reproof, and corredlion,

*' and indrudlion, in righteoufnefs." Though I mud ob-

ferve, that even with regard to this, when any dn is com-
mon and prevalent in a place, when it has long kept pof-

feidon, and has been generally overlooked ; if a m.inifter

fees it his duty to reprove it with feverity, and efpecially if

he will not tolerate it without cenfure, he may expert no
little didiculty and oppofiticn. There are many w^ho will

complain of him as too rigid, and impute to ill-nature,

and indifcretion, what arifes from the didlates of confci-

ence, and a fenfe of duty. By bearing open tedimony
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ap;ain{l the introdu6tion of fafhionable amufements, or

conformity to the world, he will often incur not only the

hatred of the profligate, but the difapprobation of diofe

prudent compliers, who are at once alhamed to approve,

and unwilling to oppofe any finfal relaxation.

But what I had chiefly in view, was, to mention thefe

prejudices that may prevail, with regard to religion; and
which may be of fuch a nature, as a minifter may be un-

der a necefTity not only of refufmg to comply with, but of

oppofing in the mofi; dire6l and pofitive manner. If any
error or miftake, of confequence, prevail, either among
his people in general, or any part of them, either among
the high or the low, the learned or the vulgar, he mufi: en^

deavor todeftroy it. There may be indeed prejudices of

io trifling a nature, that, though he will never approve

them, it is better entirely to overlook them ; or in things

that are merely indifferent, though unnecelTary, according

to the apoftolic example, of " becoming all things to all

*' men," it may be his duty fometimes to comply with

them. But this is not the cafe with any thing that affeds

the fubflance of religion, as to all which, if he attempt to

pleafe men, he is not the fervant of Chrift. Now, how
great a difficulty muft often arife from fuch circumilan-

ces ? he is unwilling to lofe his place in the efteem and af-

fedion of his people, in general, but efpecially of thofe

whom he reckons to be the difciples and friends of Chrifl.

Yet this he mud fometimes forfeit for a feafon, unlefs he

will fin againfl: God, and thereby defi:roy his own peace.

The beft way for a minifier to fupport himfelf, in fuch a

fituation, is, to remember, that as to his integrity before

God, and the comfort of his own mind, thelefs regard he

pays to the judgment of men, fo much the better ; if God
be for him, it fignifies little who be againlt him. And as

to his ufefulnefs, he may fafely commit it to God in his

providence, v/ho will certainly take care of it. Since he

will not have it preferved by fmful compliance, he can ea-

fily redorc it after it hath been a Ihort time fufpended, for

confcientious oppofition. The truth is, an unfieady per-

fon, fnaken by ihe breath of popular opinion, is unworthy

of Riling the fiation of a miuifier of Chrift. As he flioukl
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riot be terrified by the threatenings of the great, neither

fhould he be overcome by the clamors of the multitude.

And if neither humor nor intereft, but confcience, has in-

deed been his guide, he may reft affured that God, infi-

nitely wife, will " bring forth his righteoufnefs as the

*' light, and his judgment as the noon day."

My brethren, I thank God, that I fpeak this from a con-

vidlion of the general truth, more than from having fuffer-

ed much in this refpe^l in my own experience. I fliall

mention to you, however, one example, that I may illuf-

trate the remark, and, at the fame time, further difcharge

my own duty. It hath always feemed to me of great mo-
ment, to preferve juft views of the facraments, which are

the feals of God's covenant, and the appointed means of

the confirmation and comfort of his own people. Without

mentioning, however, the facrament of the Lord's fupper,

I have found the greateft difficulty in preferving the facra-*

ment of baptifm from profanation, and from that compara-

tive difregard under which it now lieth. This arifes not

only from the laxnefs of difcipline in general, but from

fomc miftakes and prejudices on the fubjedl of religion*

It appears to me a thing undeniable, that both facraments

are the feals of the fame covenant, require the fame terms

of admiflion, and operate to the benefit of the receivers

upon the very fame principles ; that is to fay, according

to the excellent words of our Catechifm, " Not from any
*' virtue in them, or in him that doth adminifter them, but
*' only by the blefliiig of God, and the working of his Spi-
*' rit in them that by faith receive them." The only dif-

ference is, that, in the Lord's fupper, every believer ads
forhimfelf perfonally; in the facrament of baptifm, when
adminiftered to infants, the parent adls as a reprefentative,

and fponfor for his [ctd. None, therefore, ought to be

admitted to baptifm, more than to the Lord's fupper, who
have not a credible profeffion of faith in Chrift, and, in the

judgment of charity, or rather the judgment of men, may
be fuppnfed real Chriftians. Yet, is it not certain, that

many, who are juilly excluded from the Lord's table, and

fome who never ailced admiflion to it, do infill on prefent-

ing their children to baptifm, and are pleaded for by not a
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few of better cbara6\er, who cry out againft the refufal,

as an injury to the child, befides other bad confequences
Ibmetinies pretended ?

The chief complaint is, that it is a pity the child fliould

fulTer for the fault of the father. This is the very error

and prejudice in religion, w^iich I think it my duty to op-

pofe. It arifes from a remaining degree of Popifh fuper-

flition, to look upon the facraments as fpells, or charms,
which have fonie effeQ independent of the exercift of faith

in the receiver. The facraments, my brethren, are not
grace, but the means of it ; they are not faith, but are ap-

pointed for the confirmation and growth of it. They be-

long to believers alone. They are feals of God's co-

venant ; but they cannot feal that v/hich was never made.
It is juft as if a man, who wanted to make a purchafe from
me, whofe terms I had utterly rejected, and refufed to

give him my pofleffion, fhould, notwithftanding, perfift in

writing out his contradl, and figning it. Would this be of

any efied .'' A contract is a fure title to the bargain, where
the confent of both parties is afcertained ; but where one
ofthefe is wanting, it is abfolutely void, and ofnoefFecl.

Infants cannot receive the facraments, by exercifing faith

themfelves; they have no right to receive the fign at all,

but as they are the feed of believing parents by profeilion.

Neither do they receive any real benefit from it, but when
they are the feed of thofe who believe fmcerely. If it be

allowed, that an unbeliever, who receives the bread and
wine at the Lord's table, receives no benefit to his own
foul, how can it be imagined, orfuppofcd, that an unbe-
lieving parent, in baptifm, can fird receive, and then con-

vey benefit to his new born child ? His coming there at

all, in fuch a ftate, is a prefumptuous profanation of a holy

inlliiution. Now, though i can conceive eafily, and do
believe firmly, that many bleffing are conveyed to chil-

dren by an ad of duty in their parents, I can neither con-
ceive nor believe, that they can receive any advantage
from an a£t of profanity and difobedience.

The children of wicked parents, then, can receive no
benefit by baptifm, but what they would have whether
\Vit^ were baptized or not, viz, that thcv are brought up
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airlong profeffing Chrlftians, and by that means have

fome opportunities of knowing the truths of the gofpel.

And I cannot help thinking, it would, in the courfe of

providence, be an inducement to them to attend more
feriouily to what they are taught, if they confidered them-

felves as no members of the vifible church, till they un-

derllood the terms of admiffion, and defired it as their

own choice. The cafe is very different with the chil-

dren of real believers ; they have a right to all the promifes

that are made to the feed of believers, as fuch, by that God
who '' iheweth mercy to thoufands of generations of them
" that keep his commandments." Some, I believe ma-
ny, think that they are doing honor to the facrament of

baptifm, by reprefenting the rite itfelfas of fo great necef-

fity ; but it is precifely that fort of honor that the Papifts

do to it, by caufmg midwives and phyficians inftantly to

baptize the children that are in a weak ftatc, or by run-

ning to the beds of the fick, with a little of the confecrated

wafer, and putting it in the mouth of a perfon either

wholly infenfible, or, perhaps, already dead. Our fa-

thers, in the purer times of this church, whofe inftitutions

and pradlife, the longer I live, I do the more efteem and
revere, in the mod abfolute manner, prohibited all private

baptifm. Their great reafon for this was to prevent the

very abufe I have been fpeaking of, viz. the fuperflitious

notion of the neceffity of the outward rite to falvation,

without a due attention to the manner of receiving it»

And, indeed, it was their only reafon ; for they, who were
fo great enemies to the confecration of places, and the ho-

linefs of Rones or timber, could never think that baptifm,

adminiilered according to Chrifl's appointment, was in-

valid for being done in a private houfe, and not in a church,

or in the prefence of a frnall, rather than a numerous af-

iembly.

Thefe things, by brethren, which I have often menti-
oned occafionally, I have now repeated, and will add to

them, that I think there is fomething very incongruous, at

leall unfuitabie, in admitting any parent to prefent his

child in baptifm, whatever be his character in other re-

fpecls, v/ho has never aiked admiffion to the Lord's table,

Vot. IL 3 Y



53

3

Minhter'ial Fidelity in declaring

Confider, that in the adminiriration of baptifm, the parent

is conftantly taken bound to command his children, fo foon

as they come to years, to renew their baptilmal engagement

in their own perfons. Now, what confiftency is there, in

allowing a man to pledge his faith folemnly to God and his

church, that he will command his child to do that which he

habitually neglecls to do himfelf. The pretence of fear,

and unpreparednefs for the Lord's table, is a condem.na-

tion of thole who offer it, becaufe it fliews, that they fup-

pofe the one facrament requires a different charadler or

eafier terms of admiffion than the other. After all, the

above prejudices feem to me fo deeply rooted with many,

that they will not probably be foon deitroyed ; but 1 think

it is the duty of every minifter, in that, and all fuch cafes,

to fpeak his mind plainly, and, to the utmoil of his power,

to a(Sl confidently and uniformly, though he fliould fuffer

by the flanders both of the ignorant and profane.

3. The laft difficulty which I fliall mention, as lying in

the way of minillers, is the oppofition of their enemies.

No faithful miniiier can expert to be without enemies.

In a private chara^ler, and retired way of life, a man
may, by very great prudence, and particularly by filence

and forbearance, in a great meafure, efcape the refent-

ment or injuries of violent men. And to be as little em-

broiled with others as poffible, is both our intereil and our

duty. " If it be poffible," fays the Apofile, " and as much
" as in you lieth, live peaceably with all men.'' But it is.

certain, from long and invariable experience, that there is

iuch enmity and rancor in the hearts of wicked men
againfl: all who are in good earnefl about religion, that

they may lay their account with continual oppofition, and

continual fiander. lliis our Saviour teaches his difciples

to expedl, and ff.ews them, that it is the neceffary confe-

quence of their relation to him, John, xv. 18, 19, 20, 21.

'• If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it

*' hated you. Ifye were of the world, the world would love

*' his own ; but, becaufe ye are not of the world, but I have
'' chofen you outof the world, therefore the world hateth you*

*' Remember the word that I faid unto you. The fervant

*' is not greater than the Lord. If they have perfecuted
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*^ tne, they wiil alfo perfecute you. If they have kept my
*' faying, they will keep your's alfo. But all thefe things
** will they do unto you for my name's fake, becaufe they
*'• know not him that fent me."—The apoflle Paul alio

bears his teiUmony to the fame truth, 2 Tim. iii. 12.

*' Yea, and all that will live godly in Chrill Jefus, fhall

*' fuffer perfecution."

But, if wicked men are injurious to the children of

God in general, their malice muft be particularly whetted

Sgainft a minider, fo far as he does his duty. He is placed

in a public llation, and is obliged to be a6live in his

Mailer's caufe. Time-ferving or neutrality, as to the in-

terefl: of religion, is commendable in none, but it is un^

pardonable in him. He muft bear teflimony openly and

refolutely againfl vice and wickednefs. And reproof,

when adminiftered v/ith feverity, is certain of making ei-

ther a friend or ai> enemy. A faithful minifter will not

fufier Satan's kingdom to be at peace ; and, therefore, it is

no wonder, that, when they are gnawing their tongues

v/ith pain, they fliould pour out their venom againfl him,

who gives them fo much difturbance. The efFe6l of re-

proof, in kindling the rage and malice of the guilty, was

never better defcribed than in the account of the trial and
martyrdom of Stephen, particularly A61s vii. 54. " When
" they heard thefe things, they were cut to the heart, and
*' they gnaflied on him with their teeth.''

There are many ways by which the enmity and oppotl-

tion of wicked men to the truth may prove a temptation

to a minider : a few of which I fliall mention, as I hope

the diflind knowledge of them may be profitable to you

in the way of caution : ift, As one of their chief weapons

IS contempt and derifion, he may be in danger of conceal-

ing or perverting truth, in fome degree, in order to avoid

it. When the gofpel of Chrill: was firft publiflied, the

dodlrine of the crofs, we are told, was " to the Jews a
" ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliflmefs." The
fame truth, in its fimplicity, is IHU treated with fcorn by
profane and worldly men. All that relates to it is con*

fidered as weaknefs and abfurdity ; and the minider, who
infids upon it, mud lofe his charai^er with many for cap?>:
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city and judgment. Is not this known to be true in daily-

experience ? Are not fuch immediately ftigmatized as

weak and babbling creatures ? Now, it is not altogether

an eafy facrifice for a minifter, to be indifierent as to the

opinion formed of his parts and lufficiency, to wait till

time lliall do him juftice, or to be altogether unconcerned
w^hether it ever do him julVice or not. It is no trifling

thing to become a fool in the eye of the world for Christ's

sake^ and not to be ashamed of his cross. It may make
many avoid fuch fubjefts, at leall, more than they ought,

or, perhaps, attempt to give them a polite or modifli drefs,

which, of all others, is the mofi: unfuitable to them ; or it

may make others go to the oppofite extreme, who, be-

caufe they find that fuch truths v/ill be defpifed, are at no
pains to avoid adding to the offence, by a filly and con-

temptible, or a crude and indigeiled manner of handling

them. 1 know not, indeed, a more difficult thing, nor

do I know any thing more noble in a minifter, than to

" ceafe from man, whole breath is in his noflrils," to be

truly fuperior to the applaufe or cenfure of either one clafs

or another of his hearers, and therefore to avoid a vain

difplay of human art ; but, at the fame time, from a fenfe

of duty to God, and veneration for his truths, to be at all

due pains to treat them properly, fo as they may appear

with light and evidence to the underilanding, and come
home with force upon the confcience. Such a man Vvill

bring forth the doctrines of the gofpel in their own un-

adorned majefly and native iimplicity ; he will not con-

fider himfelfas preaching before his hearers as critics ;

for what are they to him in this view ? but he will confi-

der himfelfas preaching ^o them as finners, and pleading

with them as immortal creatures, tottering upon the very

brink of eternal perdition.

2dly. The oppofition of enemies may tempt men of lit-

tle courage to fmful filence for their own quiet. When
vice is prevalent, it is alfo commonly infolentand refent-

ful. Now, the hatred or ill-will of no perfon is defireable ;

and there are a thoufand ways in which any perfon of a

revengeful fpirit may be hurtful. There are alfo very

few fo unconnected, but that they have many friends,
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whofe hatred is to be encountered as well as their own.
The influence of this is but too much feen in every place.

Offenders are often fcreened from reproof or cenfure,

through fear of provoking them or their relations. Nei-

ther Is it at all difficult to find palliating arguments, drawn
from prudence, or other confiderations, to make us think

it is neceffary to forbear. I believe this is very much the

fault of the prefent age, and the greater and more general

the relaxation of difcipline in any age or place, the more
difficult and dangerous it is for any one to ilep forth and
affert its dignity and obligation. And yet I cannot help

thinking, the great excellence of difcipline, is its impar-

tiality, not to refpeQ perfons in judgment. How can we
defend ourfelves, if we make one lavy for one, and ano-

ther for another ; if we cenfure the fmall, and forgive the

great ?

3dly. Miniders of weak minds may be apt to fink un-

der the oppofition of the wicked. It is faid of Lot, dwell-

ing in Sodom, that he was, 2 Peter ii. 7, 8. '.'—Vexed
'' with the filthy converfation of the wicked ; for that
*' righteous man dwelling among them, in feeing and
" hearing, vexed his righteous foul from day to day with
'' their unlawful deeds." It certainly needs no fmall

meafure of fortitude and holy refolution, to perfifi: in the

difcharge of our duty, notwithftanding the obfiinacy of

fiimers, and to feek our comfort, under continual obloquy,

from the approbation of him, that judgeth righteoufly.

At the fame time, I muft fay, that the friendiliip of wick-

ed men is much more dangerous than their enmity ; for

the fird brings with it the danger of feduction, and the

lait only expofes us to fuffering, which, though itfelf is a

fpecies of temptation, as I fhall immediately fhew, is

much lefs powerful than the other.

4thly. The oppofition of wicked men may prove a temp-
tation, as it may bring forth the remains of corruption

that are in the hearts of good men, and make them fin,

by imprudence or paffion, if not by refentment. I have

no where fuppofed that minillers are faultlefs in their con-

da6"l ; they may, no doubt, err confiderably in many
circumfi:ances, even when their intention, upon the whole.
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is jail and laudable. We fee many examples of great

imprudence, which \^/e need not wonder at, when we
confider the difficulties with whicii they are every where

lurrounded, aiid the enen^ies that w^^it for their halting.

If we confider that Mofes, the meckeft man on earth,

fpoke unadvifedly w^ith his lips upon great j)rovocatic>n,

we fhall perceive it is but a part of the wcaknefs of huma-

nity, when we fee others fall into the lame fnare. But,

as to lading refentnient, he deferveth not the nam.e of a

Chrlfiian, much lefs ol" a miniiier, v/ho will continue to

harbor it in his hreall: ; he mull love his enemies ; he mull

blefs them that curfe him, and pray for them that defpite-

fully ufe him, and perfecute him. This is not merely a

thing amiable and excellent, but of the mod abfolute ne-

ceffity ; for our Saviour fays exprefsly, '* If ye forgive not

'* men their trefpaffes, neither will your heavenly Father
^' forgive you your trefpalfes." And, bleifed be God,

there is nothing difficult or burdenfome in this part of a

Chriflian's duty. There is no fuch vidlory over evil, as

overcoming it with good. There is no fuch confolation

under the injuries of fmners, as requiting them by prayer.

It compofeth the fpirit; it purifieth the heart, and autho-

rizes the believer to put histruft in God, and fay with the

Pfalmid, Pfal. xxvii, i. '' The Lord is my light and my
*' fdvation, whom Ihall I fear ? the Lord is the flrength

.
>' of my life, of whom Hiall I be afraid ?"

Til. I proceed now, in the lafl place, to make fome

pra6lical improvement of this fubjedl
;

particularly, by

giving you my parting advices in the fpirit of this paflage, ^

and to the bell of my judgment, in a manner fuited to

your fituation. But, before I do this, in the

lit Place, Let me befeech every fniner in this affembly,

to hearken to the meflage of the gofpel, and to believe in

the name of the Son of God, *' that, believing, they may
'* have life through his name." This is the fubflance of

the counsel of God, " that Chrifl died on the crofs to fave

'' iinners, and that there is no falvation in any other."

You are blefled v/ho hear the joyful found, but infinitely

more bkffctl, if you lay it to heart, and, renouncing every
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other claim, reft your dependance upon this Saviour*

AVhat ignorance doth it fliew, if you truft in yourlelves,

that you are righteous ? Will you be able to iland before

God in judgment ? It is to him you muil anfwer, and

from him you mud receive your fentence. You ma/
eafiiy, indeed, ftifle thefe refledions for atim,e, and bury

every apprehenfion, in the hurry of worldly bufmefs, or the

intoxication of worldly pleafure ; but all thefe things are

coming quickly to an end. After a hw more turns in

this vain world, the body muft be laid in the duft, and

the fpirit muft go to its own place ; that is to fay, either

the manfions of glory, or the place of torment. I fay thefe

things to you, my brethren, with all plainnefs. They
need no additional force of language to give them weight.

It is an amazing proof of the deceitfulnefs of fin, that we
are ever able to forget them. It is wonderful, indeed,

that iinners are able to lleep in quiet, and to indulge

themfelves in worldly pleafure, while they are fufpended.

by nothing but the frail thread of life over the bottomlefs

pit. Gladly would I make ufe of every circumftance that

could have any effect in carrying home tl^fe truths upon
the confciences of all here prejent.

If that of my being now fpeaking to you, for the lad

time, in all probability, while in the body, can be of any

ufe, I pray, let it not be forgotten. But is it not flrange,

that a circumllance of this nature (liould excite fo much
curiofity and attention, and things that happen every day,

of the fame or a like nature, lliould be fo little improved ?

It is not, indeed, eveiy day that a minifter is removed

from his charge ; but tliere are not many days, in which

fome of his people are not removed from this ftate of trial.

Many are hearing a farewell fermon, though not to the mi-

nifter, yet to themfelves, when they little think of it. I

would, therefore, earneltly befeech all v;ho are, or have

reafon to fufpeft themfelves to be in an unreconciled Hate,

to turn from their tranfgrelfions, that they may live ; to lay

hold of the mercy of God through Chrift, for their pardon ;

and live, by faith, on his promifed ftrength, for their fane-

tification.
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2dly, Notwithflanding this general addrefs, I have a

few words to fay to the loofe and profligate. I am lorry

to think, that, in a place like this, of no very great extent,

there fhould be {o many daring fmners, who fet every

thing facred at defiance. It hath been obferved, and I be-

lieve with truth, that the profane among us carry it v/ith a

greater degree of hardinefs and infolence, than in places

of fuperior note, and where, probably, they are in much
greater numbers. 1 believe it may be, in part, owing to

this circumfiance, that they are better known ; fo that

they mud either be open profligates, or not profligates at

all. There is no medium ; the fhame cannot be avoid-

ed : and, therefore, it mufl be overcome ; fmce they will

not be retrained, and cannot be concealed, it lays them
under an unhappy neceffity of keeping profanity in coun-

tenance. Perhaps alio another reafon may be, that, not

being tied by any principle of confcience, they are alfo

deftitute of that fenfe of decency which has a confiderable

influence on the outward conduct of thofe of higher rank.

But, whatever be the reafon, their flate is to be pitied. Let

me befeech all fuch, to confider the terrible efFeds of vice

which are every day to be feen. Remember, I pray you,

how many have fallen a facrifice to drunkennefs and luft

!

Can you fay deliberately, in a fober moment, that there

is any profit in your choice ? Is there any pleafure in re-

flecting on fcenes of riot and difTipation ? I know not

whether to recal to your memory thofe whom death has

taken away, or point out to your obfervation thofe who
are fulFered to remain. What a melancholy fight is an

old worn-out fmner, who has broken his conHitution, taint-

cd his charadler, and walled his fubllance ! You let us fee

well enough in what manner you chufe to live ; but I

would gladly know in what manner, you chufe, or indeed,

in what manner you expedl: to die. You cannot live al-

ways. Some of you cannot live long. Suppofe you had

Time given you for reflexion on a death bed, or children

to whom you would leave a few words of advice. Could

you fay to them, " O ! my dear children, the many de-
*' lightful nights diat I have fpent in roaring, and fwearing,

'' and obfcene jelling ! O the delicious hours that I have
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" fpent in brothels among harlots ! It gives me pleafnre
** to think that you will follow fo good an example, and
'* revive the memory of your Father's condu6\. Guard
*' againil every thing that may tempt you to forfake it*

*^ Beware of thofe cunning priefts that would feduce you
" to religion ?" Are fuch fentiments, my brethren, to

the laft degree, infupporiable ? Are they almoft impro-

per to defcribe ? What then mud be the life that lays an

evident foundation for them ? Why are you fo impatient

of the reproofs or admonitions of thofe who bleed inward-

ly for your folly ? It is not inclination, but duty, that

prompts us. No man would provoke your rage and vio-

lence, if he could avoid it. Think then, I befeech youj

on your condition, and pray that God, for Chrift's fake^

may grant you repentance unto life. The wicked

having received warning,

I mud now endeavor to execute what I chiefly intend-

ed in the clofe of this difcourfe, by giving you fome ad-

vices, as a people making profelHon of faith in Chrifl,

and obedience to him. They will all, or moft of them,

confift of what I have frequently taken notice of occafion-

ally, and have now only feleded as matters of general

moment.
I. Let me befeech you to do your utmofl to underftand

the gofpel well ; but let it be always accompanied with

pradice, and applied to promote the power of the fpiri-

tual life. I would have your talte exercifed to difcern good

and evil. Endeavor, by reading, hearing, and medita-

tion, and you may add mutual converfe, to underfland

the doi^rine of falvation, by grace, in all its parts. Learn

to know the meaning of forgivenefs being free, viz. that

the finner is juftly liable to wrath ; that Chrift hath pur-

chafed, and God, of his infinite, unmerited mercy, has

offered a full pardon to the chief of finners, and grace to

form them for his own fervice ; that it is their duty to ac-

cept of it ; that it is their intereil to rely upon it ; and that

it is at their peril if they defpife it. That for a finner to

think he muft fir ft do fome things that are good, in order

to found his title to this very mercy, is injurious to the

riches of divine grace, and the way to retard^ if not to

Vol. IL 7 Z
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prevent his reformation. The renewing of his nature is:-

a part of Chrift's purchafe ; and, therefore, not to be per-

formed by him as a condition, but accepted as a promife ;

nor does he truly receive Chrift for falvation, unlefs he re-

ceive and fubmit to him in all the charaders with which
he is inverted, as fent of God, viz. Prophet, Prieft, and
King. Holinefs, or new obedience, is the fruit of faith.

A real believer keeps the commandments of God by the

flrength of that grace that is treafured up in Chrill, and
watchfully obferves his temper and pradice, as the evi-

dence of his change, and tending to fliew that he is indeed

an habitation of God through the Spirit. To have evan-

gelical principles, is, by no means, to negle6l the com-
mandments of God ; but to deny our own righteoufnefs

and flrength, and obey, without glorying in that obedi-

ence. And that this is the jufl: and fcriptural view of the

matter, I think, is undeniable, on this fmgle account,
*'- that it is God that worketh in us to v/ill, and to do of
*' his good pleafure.'* If every thing that is good in us is-

the work of God, it is abfurd to reprefent it as the condi-

tion of his favor; for it is the eifedl of his grace. By fet-

ting the thing in this light, we fhall perceive, that the

freenefs of falvation, is not, in the leall degree, giving

liberty to fm, or taking away the neceffity of holinefs. Is

it not jufl as necelTary, if it mufl be received as a gift, as

if it were to be performed as a condition ? Is it not juil

as neceflary when incorporated v/ith faith, as when divi-

ded from it ?

This fyftem of gofpel truth, my brethren, I would

have you to underfland, fo as both to difcern and difap-

prove what is contrary to it ; but I would have you to

underfland it, in order to produce union with God, ha-

bitual and chearful obedience to his Jaws. In recom-

mending the connexion between faith and pra£lice, I

mean to guard you againfl two things diilant from one

another. The one is habitual untendernefs of confcience.

There are certainly Ibme who are either real, or at leall

pretended friends to the doQrine of the gofpel, on whofe

hearts it never yet hath taken hold. They plainly and

habitually live in the practice of fm, and therefore are of
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tliofe who hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs. I am indeed

of opinion, that they never had any other than a cuftoma-

ry traditionary belief. They are found becaufe it is the

mode where they live to be found, and not from any in-

ward perfonal convidion. In the mean time, they are a

reproach to their profeflion, and cannot be treated with

too great feverity, by thofe who wifli well to the gofpel.

The other miftake I would guard you againft is, a ipe-

culative religion. It is good to be well inftru£led i|i doc-

trinal truths; but there is often a danger of goii^g too

much into controverfy. We have feen many inflances

of ordinary Chriflians, who, when they had attained a

con fiderable degree of knowledge, and were able to fpeak

with fulnefs and propriety, on religious fubjeds, gave

thjsmfelves up to a litigious and wrangling difpofition,

which was foon followed by a barren, and fometimes an

ofienfive pra£lice. The fame thing alfo frequently leads

to innumerable littk parties and fa6lions, into which

Chriftians, I mean real Chriftians, are divided, which

very much hinder their own profit, and grieve the hearts

of thofe who are one with them in Chrift. Therefore let

it be your care to apply the truths of the gofpel for your

own fandlification and comfort. After you have believed

them, be ftill more careful to live upon them, than even

to defend them. Divifions fliould never be made without

abfolute neceffity ; and when they are made, they fhould

be as foon as poffiblc forgotten, that havmg efcaped fm

we may apply ourfelves to duty ; for controverfy, be the

fubject what it will, I think, is not very favorable to the

power of godHnefs.

2. Defirea faithful miniRer, do your utmoR to obtain

him ; and then^ let it be your habitual ftudy to profit by

him. You have reafon to be very thankful that your fitu-

ation, in proyidence, is fuch as you may expedl a minif-

tcr who is a hearty friend to the gofpel, and, at the fame

time, one who is agreeable to your own choice. Let me
exhort you, as Far as you are confulted in that matter, to

make the choice with much calmnefs and prudence ; to

look for one, not only found in his principles, but of tho-

rough knowledge and capacity, always preferring folid
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before fpecious parts. After having made the choice, en-

deavor to ftrengthen his hands, and encourage his heart,

in the Lord, by a careful attendance on his miniilry, and
by a dutiful fubmifTion to inUrudion and reproof. You
ought not to wifli for one who will flatter you, nor ought

you to lay fuch a temptation in a minifler's way, as to

lliew that you are pleafed with being flattered. The bell

teflimony that you can give to a minifler is, to learn from

him, and to obey him. This is infinitely better than nci-

{y praife and admiration, according to the excellent re-

mark of bifhop Burnet, * That it is not the befl fermon
* that makes the hearers go away talking to one another,

' and praifmg the fpeaker ; but that which niakes them go
' away thoughtful and ferious, and haftening to be alone.'

Has a miniiier any evidently profane perfons among h^s

hearers ; if he cannot preach them from fm to God, it

were much more for his credit to preach lb as that they

are not able to hear him, but flee away for eafe to their

confcience, than to have them continue in wickednefs,

and yet praife him every day, for an admirable fpeaker,

or an able man.
If you would truly profit by ordinances, after you have

a fixed pallor, I think it is of moment to forget, as much
as polTible, the perfons of men, and confider them as no
more than inflruments in the hand of God, for your daily

inflruQion and comfort. The more you remember the

appointment of God, and wait upon his ordinances, in the

faith of his prefence, and the expectation of his blefling,

the more you are likely to receive both fenfible and lalling

benefit. I muft therefore take the liberty to obferve, that

we have amongll us a fet of wandering unfettled hearers,

who run about from one congregation to another, and

even from one profefLon to another, and are fcarcely ever

to be feen a whole day in one place. If they be but deli-

berating where to fix, we may fay of them, that they are

ever learning, and never come to the knowledge of the

truth. But the probability is, that they have itching and

curious ears, eind go about not to ferve God, but to hear

men. If I am able, at all, to judge, either by reflection

Of cbfervatipn, thofe are I'jipfl likely to profit, who, having
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deliberately made their choice, fit habitually and regularly

under one minifler. By thefe means they enter into his

views; and as he will naturally endeavor, if any thing

was wanting at one time, to complete his fcheme by fup-

plying it at another, they will thereby have a more com-
prehenfive view of the whole counfel of God. At the fame
time, not having the charm of novelty to enchant them,

they will have nothing to do but to reap inflruftion. On
the other hand^ by hearing feparate, detached, and inde-

pendent difcourfes, men may pleafe thieir fancy more, but

they will improve their underilanding iefs. It is alfo

plain, that as every minifler will endeavor, not only to

follow an order in his difcourfes on one fubjedl, but to

have a refpeil to the connexion, and relation of the fub-

jedls themfelves, the more accurate and exadl he is, in

fuiting one part to the illullration of another, the Iefs he

will be underflood by thefe defultory hearers, who take

only a fmgle branch, without being able to perceive its

fubferviency to the general defign. I have many times

known exceptions taken at minifters, for fome parts of

a difcourfe, by fuch perfons, when, if they had heard the

vv^hole upon the fame or correfponding fubjedls, they would
have perceived there was no place for their objedlions.

The great purpofe, my brethren, of a ferious and judici-

ous people, in attending on ordinances, Ihould neither

be to pleafe themfelves, nor to criticife their teachers ; but

to hear the word of God, that they may do it. On this

account it is, that humble and regular Chriftians are get-

ting real advantage to their fouls, while fome are only

watching the opinions, or others only paifing judgment
on the ability, perhaps no more than the ilyle, and out-

ward manner of the fpeaker.

3. I mufl give you another advice, as a profefling pec,

pie, to guard againft the introdudlion of a worldly fpirit.

I have often obferved to you, that every fituation a perfon

or people can be in has its peculiar temptations, as well

as trials. This place, engaged in commerce and traf^

iic, growing in numbers, and I fuppofe growing in

wealth, is in great danger of a worldly fpirit, and of im-

porting, if I may fpeak fo, falhionable vices, inftead of
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real irnprcvements. While I fay this, I would not be un-

derilood as b^^ing againft a liberal education, and elegant

manner of life, or any thing that is truly becoming in an
advanced rank. There is no more religion in being for-

did, than in being fumptuous. But I think the fpirit of

the gofpel is fuch, that it v/ill difpofe a truly pious perfon

to be rather late than early in adopting new ornaments
;

rather fparlng than exceOive in drefs, furniture and equi-

page ; and careful not to be conformed to that vanity of

the world which we renounced at baptifm. Let men de-

fend one practice after another, as they pleafe, I iliall al-

ways expert to fee fomething which a carelefs worldly

perfon will do, but which a good man will not do.

However, not to keep entirely in generals, I mufl once

more give my public teftimony againll what was lately at-

tempted to be brought in here, equally contrary to the law

of the land, and the precepts of the gofpel, the pernicious

entertainments of the flage. The beft and wifeil men in

all ages have born witnefs againft them, as the great means
or corrupting the morals of a people; and I am certain,

they muil be of all others moft hurtful to the inhabitants

of this place, the far greateft part of whom live by daily la-

bor. I look upon it as the indifpenfible duty both of ma-

giftrates and minifters, to do all in their power, to prevent

the introdu6lion of what may betray the young and un-

faf[>icious into the deftru^live paths of vice, or the lower

clafs of mankind into an idle and diflblute life. Much
good of this kind may be done in matters of outward or-

der, by a firm and refolute behaviour in thofe who are in

place and authority. I muil alio here take particular no-

tice of the 'duty of fabbath faniStification. I do hereby

\v%rn you againft that moft pernicious refinement of gad-

ding abroad, paying private vifits, upon the Lord's day.

Whoever knows any thing of the obligation of family go-

vernment and inftrudlion, muft be fenfible that to receive

promifcuous company on that day, is to render it utterly

impracticable. Befides, the vain and unprofitable, and

fometimes (inful converfation, that prevails in fuch cafes,

muft greatly weaken, or entirely obliterate any feriousim-

preflions, made upon your mind, during the fervice of th§
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fanclaary. Chriflians, is notthereflof the fabbath, from

worldly cares and purfuits, a^ coniblation to your own
fouls, as well as a happy opportunity of doing fervice to

the fouls of others ? why then vviil you fuffer yourftlves

to be robbed of it, by the impertinent intrufior.s of idle or

ill difpofed perfons ? Let your houfes be facred on that chy^

as well as your churches ; and endeavour to prepare your

minds, and thofe others members of your families, for an

eternal fabbath in the world to come. This leads me, m
the

4th Place, to exhort you to be careful and confcien-

tious in family government, and inilru£licm. How inex-

cu fable are thofe parents and mailers, who fuller their

children and fervants to perifli for lack of knowledge ?

What unfpeakable advantages do you enjoy, having ali

the force of natural affedion, as well as natural authority,

to give your inftrudtions weight ? How many have re-

membered, with pious gratitude, through a whole life, the

benefit they have received frrom family inRrudlion and
example ? I know I fpeak to many who are accountable

to God for this mercy ; how fliall you anfwer it then, if

you do not give the fame advantage to your own families;

And how fhallthey anfwer to God, think you, who have

baniflied the worfhip of God from the families in which
they found it ? One would think, the lifelefs walls and
furniture of your chambers might be awakening monitors.

There is the greatefi: mutual influence between family and
perfonal religion. Perfonal religion is the foundation of

all family and relative duties. It would be fpeaking to

the deaf to perfuade any to vv^atch over the fouls of others,

who have no concern for their ov/n. But wherever

there is a deep impreiTion of the importance of eternity for

ourfelves, this will naturally and neceilarily fet before us

its importance with refpcdl to all that are dear to us. Oa
the other hand, for the fame reafon, family religion is one
of the bed and fureft evidences of the reality and the

ftrength of perfonal religion. It is fometimes obferved,

that fonie very~ pious perfons are extrem.ely defective in

this particular, and take little care of the inftrudtion, and

Hill lefs of the government, of their children. If they are
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truly pious, it is a very great blemifh upon their* piety*

However, for my own part, I confefs I do very much fuf^

pedt the fincerity of religion, in thofe who are remarkably
negligent in this particular, let them profefs as much as

they will. I know that pious perfons, from the weaknefs
of their judgment, will be guilty of great imprudence in

the manner of family inftruclion, and from an abfolute

incapacity, may not be able to preferve their authority ;

but I cannot eafily reconcile with true piety, the abfolute

negledl of either the one or the other.

I muft add, that I take family religion, and the care-

ful difcharge of relative duties, to be an excellent mean
of the growth of religion in a man's own foul. How can

any perfon bend his knees in prayer every day with his fa-

mily, but it muft be a powerful reftraint upon him from

the indulgence of any fm which is viOble to them ? AVill

fuch a perfon, think you, dare to indulge himfelf in anger,

or chufe to be feen by them, when he comes home dag-

gering with drunkennefs, unfit to perform any duty, or

ready to fm ftill more by the manner of performance ?

When I figure to myfelf a mailer of a family, who had

come home fotted like a beaft, and half-fupported to his

houfe, rifmg in the morning, I am not able to conceive

how he can bear the looks of thofe members of his family

who had been witnefles of his fliame. But befides being

a reftraint from grofs crimes, 1 cannot help faying, that,

fpeaking of the things of God, with the concern of a pa-

rent, of the humanity of a mafter, muft give a folemnity

of fpirit, and a fenfe of their moment, even greater than

before. A man cannot fpeak to purpofe, without feeling

v/har he fays ; and the new imprellion will certainly leave

behind it a lafting effedl. Let me, therefore, my beloved

hearers, earneftly recommend to you the faithful difcharge

and careful management of family duties, as you regard

the glory of God, the intereft of his church, the advantage

of your pofterity, and your own final acceptance in the day

of judgment.

5. Let religion be incorporated with your lawful em-
ployments, and improved by an attention to the whole

eourfe of Providence to you and yours. Nothing is more
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iiurtful to religion,. than to confine it to particular times

and places : I fliould have rather faid, there is not a great-

er millake in religion, than to imagine that it can be fo

confined. True religion will flievv its influence in every

part of your condud. It is like the fap of a living tree,

which penetrates to the molt diltant boughs. In your or-

dinary calling, fee that you undertake nothing but what

is lawful in its end, and endeavor to accomplilh nothing

by any but by lawful means, that you may have always

the comfort of a confcience void of oiFence, Nay, yoii

fliould even do more ; you fliould endeavor to adl fo Tin-

gle and fmcere a part, as to be beyond the imputation of

fraud, that all who know you may put the molt unbound-

ed confidence in your integrity. There are many other

calumnies which we may naturally expedl from a malici-

ous world ; and it ought to trouble us very little to hear

them : but it mufi: be extremely diftrefllng to a good man
to be but fufpeded of dilhonefi:y. Oh, my brethren i

how often hath it grieved me to fee, that many perfons,

formerly of a decent charafter, when they lofi: their fub-

flance, lofi: their religion with, it ; and, indeed, to confide?

how few, when they v/ere reduced in their circumftances,

could fatisfy the public that they had a£led fairly.

Let it be your care, I befeech you, to remember, that it

is God that giveth . you power to get wealth ; and what

thanks are due to him, if he hath given you abundance^

efpecially ifhe hath given you withal a heart to beftow*

Be diligent in your bufinefs, from a principle of confci-

ence ; and make it the daily fubjeO: of your prayer to

God, that he would either keep you from the Ihame of po-

verty, or, at leaft, from the fin of it. Take notice of every

ftep of his providence, whether of mercy or trial. Let

the afpe<^ of providence dired your exercife, and quicken

your afiedions in religious duties ; and take fuch views

of the fuilnefs of an all-fufficient God, in ads of worfliip,

as may prepare you for every event of providence, whe-

ther profperous or adverfe.

Thus, my brethren, I have nov/ finilhed what I pro-

pofed, in the way of advices ; and, for what I have to fay

with regard to the prefent difpenfation of providence, that

Vol, IL 4 A
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puts an end to my minrftry among you, I fliall bring le

within very narrow bounds. It were eafy, by faying a

few words, to move the concern both of fpeaker and hear-

ers : this I have hitherto ehofen to avoid ; and, therefore^

fhall only fay, that I am deeply fenfible of the afFedlion

and duty of the congregation that attended my miniflry,

and others under my charge. I cannot exprefs my fenfe

of it better, than in the words of the late eminently pious

Dodtor Finlay, my immediate predecefTor in this new of-

fice, who, on his death-bed, faid to thofe about him, ' I

* owe a long catalogue of debts to my friends, which will

* not be put to my charge ; but I hope God will difcharge
* them for me.' I cannot now do any thing better for you,

than again to befeech you, to remember and put in pradlice

the directions I have given you, and, I am perfuaded, that

it Ihall go well with you. The only further requell I have

to make to you is, that you would give to me, and my
family, an intereft in your prayers. Intreat of God, that

we may be preferved from perils and dangers, and carri-

ed to the place of our deftination in fafety ; and that I may
be affifted of him in every future duty, and not fall under

the terrible reproach, of agreeing to make fo diftant a re-

moval, and then being found unfit for the important tafk.

I conclude with the words of the apoftle Jude, 24,

25. " Now, unto him that is able to keep you from fall-

** ing, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of
*' his glory, with exceeding joy ; to the only wife Gody
** our Saviour, be glory and majefly, dominion and pow-
** er, both now and ever.'* Amen,
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MINISTERIAL CHARACTER and DUTY.

SERMON 43.

2 Cor. iv. 13.

We also believcy and therefore speak,

TO underfland what ought to be the chara6ler, and
what principles Ihould animate the conduct of a

minifler of the Gofpel, cannot be without profit, even to

a private Chriftian. It will teach him whom to prefer,

when he is called, in providence, to make a choice. It

will teach him to hold fuch in reputation for their oiEce

fake, and to improve the privilege of a regular gofpel mi-

nillry, if he himfelf is favored with it. And I think it

mufl incline him to make daily fupplication to the Lord
of the harveft, to fend forth faithful laborers into his har-

vefl.

But though there were no fuch general advantage to h^
derived from it, my particular charge, and the very afpedb

of this audience, would eafdy juftify me in making this, for

once, the immediate fubjedt of difcourfe.

Now, if we would know the character of a faithful mi-

nifter, we cannot better, or more immediately reach our

purpofe, than by looking into the charadler, and obferving

the conduct, and fprings of adlion, of the apoflles of our

Lord, v/ho received their commifiions immediately froin
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bimfelf, and were not only the firft, but the bed and moH
luccefsful minirters, that ever were einployed in the

church of Ghrift.

The Apollle Paul, whofe call was fo fmgular, and

whofe labors were fo diilinguilhed, has, in his epiftles to

the feveral churches, planted or watered by him, given us

a great light into the chief aims he had in the exercife of

the minilhy. In this chapter, and the preceding part of

thisepillle, he fliews the Corinthians, with what vifible

faithfulnefs and ftncerity he had ailed, and what diligence

he had uied in promoting their eternal happinefs.

To fave time, I forbear going through the connexion of

his difcourfe, and only obferve, that in the words of our

text, he Ihows what kept him faithful and influenced him
to fo much diligence in the work to which he was called,

by alluding to an expreflion in the ii6th Pfalm. It is

written, I have belien^ed, therefore ha'-oc I spoken. JFe

also believe, and therefore speak. In this he intimates^

that our inward perfuafion of the great truths of the ever-

lailing Gofpel, could not but have a powerful influence

upon him and others, to prefs the important meifage,

and watch over the fouls of thofe committed to their

charge.

In difcourfmg further at this time, I intend to confine

myfelf to this fmgle truth, which may be eafily deduced

from the text : That one of the moll efientially neceffary,

and the mofi: extenfively ufeful qualifications of a good

minifler, is, that he be a good man, that he have a firm

belief of that Gofpel he is called to preach, and a lively

fenfe of religion upon his own heart. After 1 fliall have

explained and confirmed this obfervation, I will conclude

with fome praclical refledlions.

Though I have mentioned real religion as one of the

mofl efTentially neceffary qualifications, 1 am not ignorant,

that taking the words in a flri61 fenfe, gif\s are more ne-

ceffary to the being of a miniftry, than even grace itfell.

To make the efficacy of the ordinances to depend upon

the inward flate of the adminiilrator, is a Popifli error,

and is exprefsly guarded againfl by the Affembly of Di-

vines, in our fiiorter Catechifm, in th? foilQwing words ;,
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T/je sacraments, and it is equally true of every other ordi-

nance, become effectual to salvation, notfrom any virtue

in them, or in him that doth administer them^ but only by

the blessing of Christ, and the %vorking of his Spirit i?i

them, that by faith receive them.

But fome degree of capacity is evidently neceflary in

the mod abfolute fenfe. A man who is altogether void of

knowledge and utterance, or who is deaf and dumb, may
be a faint, but cannot be a minifter. This concefTion,

however, takes nothing from the force of the obfervation,

that real religion is of the greatell importance, and mofl

abfolutely necelTary to iht faithful difcharge of a minif-

ter's facred truft. That I may fet this in as clear and
ilrong a light as I am able, let me intreat your attention

tp the following pbfervation.

I. Real religion in a minifter will make him knowing,

and able for his work. It is neceflary for any one who
intends himfelf for the office of the miniilry, by diligent

iludy, and the ufe of thofe means, with which God in his

providence hath furnifhed him, to improve his under-

ilanding and acquire a Hock of knowledge, that he may-

be' a workman that needeth not to be afhamed, rightly di-

viding the way of truth. In this he can have no fuch

incitement as concern for his Mailer's glory. Nay, he
that is truly religious, is taught of God, the befl of mailers,

and will have fome of his mod profitable leifons from his

own experience..

Let me the rather intreat your attention to this, that

thofe who are moH apt to difparage piety, are alio apt to

fpeak in terms of high approbation on the fubjedl of

literature and fcience.—Obferve, therefore, that true reli-

gion ferves both to give a man that knowledge which is

necelTary to a minifter, and to dire<5t and turn into its pro-

per channel the knowledge which he may otherwife- ac-

quire. It is an approved maxim in every fcience, that

practical and experimental knowledge far exceeds that

which is merely ipeculative ; at leaft, though the laft may
make the prettieft fhow, the firft is by much to be prefer-

red for ufe. Any v/ife man, if he was to go a dangerous
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voyage, would readily prefer as his pilot, one who had
nuich experience, and had failed often that way himfelf,

to one, who had ftudied navigation in the moft perfe(5l

manner afhore. So, my brethren, every man who re-

gards his foal would choofe for his spiritual guide, one,

who appears to have the wifdom to fave his own, and
would expe6l by him to be belt dire<5ted how to avoid the

rocks and flielves in his paiTage, through this dangerous
and tempeftuous ocean of life.

But if this maxim holds true in other fcience, it holds

yet more ftrongly in Religion, which cannot be truly

know^n unlefs it be felt. There is an infeparable con-

nexion between faith and pradice, truth and duty ; and
therefore he that is a ftranger to the one, is ignorant of the

other. I am not infenfible that a bad man may efpoufe,

and plead for a great part of the fyftem of divine truth ;

but as he cannot cordially embrace it, fo I am inclined to

think that he never truly underftands it. The ApoRle
Paul declares, that it is only by the Spirit ofGod which is

given to every real Chridian, and more efpecially to every

faithful Minifter, that a man is enabled to treat rightly of

divine things, " Now we have received, not the Spirit of
*' the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might
" know the things that are freely given to us of God; which
*' things we fpeak, not in the vi^ords which man's wifdom
" teacheth, but which the Holy Ghofl: teacheth, comparing
*' fpiritual things with fpiritual. But the natural man rc-

" ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
*' fooliflmefs unto him, neither can he know them, for they
" are fpiritually difcerned." As the real Chridian from that

charadler is bell difpofed to feek after, fo he is by the

fame means bell fitted to improve and apply his knowledge
of fpiritual things. This will appear, if we confider what
ought to be the great work of a minifter. He hath to do

chiefly w^ith the hearts and confciences of his people. His
bufmefs is to convince the ungodly ; to awaken the fecure

;

to enlighten the ignorant ; to dired and ftrengthen the

weak in the faith, and in general as a wife phyfician, to

adminider the medicine proper to the various conditions

and diforders of his hearers. Now it mud, at lird fight,
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appear, that he who is a ilranger to the power of godlinefs,

and knows nothing of the fpiritual life himfelf, muft be
utterly unfit for difcerning how it thrives, or affifting and
promoting it in others. That man mull furely be mofl

powerful in fearching, and mod fkilful in guiding the con-

fciences of others, who has been accuflomed to examine
and direct his own.

I only farther obferve upon this particular, that true

teligion will purify, and direct into its proper channel,

the knowledge he may otherwife acquire. It is a great

miftake to think, found learning is an enemy to religion,^

and to fuppofe that an ignorant miniiiry is the bed or fa-

fefl. There is no branch of human knowledge of which
a Divine may not be the better, or which a good man will

not improve to the glory of God and the good of others ;

though fome of them are more important than others

;

and it is neceflary to give to any of them, only fuch pro-

portion of our time, as is confident with our great and
principal aim* Now true religion is the great preferva-

tive againll miftake or abufe of any kind on this fubjecl.

A bad man is apt to ftudy, merely to gratify his own fan-

cy ; and there is a falfe luxury and delicacy in feeding the

mind as well as the body. A bad man is alfo exceeding-

ly prone to intelledlual pride and felf-fufficiency ; than

which, there is not a vice more dangerous in itfelf, or

more contrary to the character of a Minifter of the New
Teflament. But he who is fandlified by divine grace,

as he has every motive to diligence in acquiring know-
ledge, fo the fingle purpofe to which he will wi(h to ap-

ply it, is toferve God in the Gofpel of his Son.

II. Real religion in a minifter will make him happy
and chearful, ready and willing to do his duty. There is

a great difference between the prompt, and fpeedy obedi-

ence of a fervant who loves his mafter and his work, and
the rcludlant labor of him who only deceives him, that he

may eat of his bread. A truly pious man undertakes the

office of the miniflry from love to God, with a view to

promote his glory, and what he hath counted his intereft

in the world : viz. the welfare of the fouls of men. An
unholy minifter undertakes this employment only as &
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trade to earn by, and has it at leafl as his highefl aim t^*

promote his own worldly advantage. It is eafy to fee in

what a different manner thefe difierent perfons will aft,

and in what different light they will view the facred duties

of their funclion. He who truly believes the Gofpei and
loves its Author, will reckon it his higheit honor when he
is called to recommend it to the belief of others. He will

be apt to teach,' and tvill find a pleafure in carrying his

meffage, befides the reward he expeQs from him who
employs him, and will undergo with chearfulnefs every
fatigue he is fubjefted to, in the execution of his office.

On the other hand, he who is a6tuated by a contrary prin-

ciple, though he is obliged, that he may raife his wages,
in fome fort to do his duty ; yet how heavily mud it go
on, how tedious and burthenfome mud it be, both in pre-

paration and performance ? He will count his fervice at

the altar, and his work among his people, as a toil and
drudgery, and reckon all that redeemed time that he can
fave for himfelf, from the duties of his office.

Perhaps it may be thought that their lies a ftrong ob-

jettion againft this obfervation from experience ; as it

appears that fuch miniilers as have lead of religion, com-
monly go mod lightly under the charge, and are far from
feeling any burthen in what is committed to them ; where-
as the mod pious and faithful miniders feem to have a

weight upon their fpirits, and fuch a concern for the falva-

tion of their people, as cannot but take much from their

chearfulnefs in the v/ork to which they are called. In an-

fwer to this, obferve, that an unfaithful minder is not eafy

and chearful becaufe his work is agreeable to him, but

becaufe he takes as litde of it as may be, and feeks his

f>]eafure more than his duty. Certain it is, that the work
of the minidry mud be irkfome and uneafy to him that

believes not, except fo far as he makes it fubfervient to

ambition, and difplays his own talents when he fliould be
teedlng his people's fouls. This I confefs, which the

apodle judly calls preaching ourfelves, may be abundant^

]y gratif;/ing to the mod corrupt heart. On the other hand,
that concern for his people which is upon the heart ofeve-

ry faithful pador, is far from being inconfident v/ith the
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TTiufl folld peace and defirable pleafare arifing from the

difcharge of his duty. It is like the exercife of pity and
compallion to the diftreffed, in him, who is ading for their

relief, which, though in fome fenfe painful, is yet accom-
panied with the approbation of God, and confcience, as

flowing from a rightly difpofed mind, and therefore to be

cheriPaed and cultivated rather than fupprefied. There
is a time for every good man to mourn, and a time to re-

joice, and perhaps the one is even more falutary than the

other ; for we are told, that God will appoint unto them
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes^

the oil of joy for mournings and the garment ofpraise

for the spirit of hea'uincss,

III. Real religion in a minifter will make him faith-

ful, and impartial, in the difcharge of his truft. The God
in whofe prefence v/e fland, and in v/hofe name we fpeak,

is no refpefter of perfons, and neither fliould we be irt

doing his work. There is commonly a great variety of

perfons, of different ftations and of different chara6ters,

committed to the infpeclion of a minifter ; the pleafmgor
difpleafuig of whom, has a confiderable influence on his

worldly eafe and intereft. This is a great temptation to

be unfaithful, and often leads to fpeak unto them smooth
things^ 2LVi(X prophesy deceit; or at leafl:, not to deal with

all that freedom and impartiality, that his duty to God re-

quires. In every unregenerate man, worldly interefl in

one fhape or another, either vanity or gain, is the fupreme
motive of adion : and therefore, as moft men are impa-
tient of reproof, it cannot be fuppofed, that an nnfandti-

iied minifler v/ill venture to provoke their d-fpleafure, or

to gall them with unacceptable truths. The favor of the

great, or the appl^afe of the multitude, he certainly will

feek, more than the edification of any. On the other*

hand, he who truly fears God, and believes what he teaches,

will a(5l with faithfulnefs and boldnefs. He will remem-
ber that if he feeks to pleafe men, he cannot be the fervant

of Chrift. He v.'ill therefore no farther obtain, and indeed

no farther wilh to obtain their favor, than as a diligent

difcharge of his duty approves him to their confciences in

the fight of God ; or forces the approbation of the impar-
VoL. IL 4B
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tial, notvvithHanding the refentment of particular offend-

ers. It is only the fear of God, can deliver us from the

fear of man. I do not pretend that all who fear God, are

wholly delivered from it : but furely, bad men, muft be

far more under the government of this finful principle.

The one may fail occafionally, the other is corrupted

wholly. There are two reafons v/hich incline me parti-

cularly to infifl: on that faithfulnefs, which can only flow

from true piety.

1. That preaching, in order to be ufeful, mufl be very

particular, and clofe, in the application. General truths

and ab(lra£l reafoning have little or no influence upon the

hearers, as the ignorant cannot, and the wife will not

apply them to themfelves.

2. The other reafon is, that private admonition, and
perfonal reproof, are a great part of a minifter's duty, and
a duty that cannot be performed by any man, who hath

not a fleady regard to the prefence and command of that

God, who hath fet him to watch for the fouls of his people,

as one that muft give an account.

IV. Real religion in a minider, will make him active,

and laborious in his work. Diligence is abfolutely necef-

fary to the right difcharge of the pafloral duties, whe-

ther public or private. It requires no fmall attention and

labor, to feek out fit and acceptable words, as the preach-

er expreffes it, to flir up the attention of the inconfiderate,

to awaken fecure, and convince obllinate finners, to un-

mafk the covered hearts of hypocntes,'to fet right the er-

ring, and encourage the fearful. An unbelieving minif-

ter mufl be carelefs and ilothful. As he is unconcerned

about the fuccefs of his work, he cannot have any great

concern about the manner of performance. But he, who
believes the unfpeakable importance of what he is employ-

ed about, both to himfelf and to his people, cannot fail

to be diligent. He knows that he himfelf mufl anfvver.to

God, for the care he has taken of the fouls committed to

his charge ; and that if he does not faithfully warn the

wicked to turn from their ways, their blood will be requi-

red at his hand,
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Oh ! my brethren, what a flriking confideratlon is this,

to fuppofe ourfelves interrogated by the Supreme Judge,

concerning every finner under our charge ? Did you ear-

neflly warn this unhappy foul, by earned exhortations in

public, and by ferious afFeclionate expoflulations in pri-

vate, to confiderhis ways ? It is an eafy thing, by a par-

tial, or curfory performance of our duty, to fcreen our-

selves from the cenfure of our fellow-men ; but to fland

at the judgment feat of Chrift, and anfwer there for our

diligence, is a more awful trial.

Will not alfo a concern for his people's interefl, ani-

mate a pious minifter to diligence ? If he is truly pious,

as he loves God, he loves his brother alfo. The Apoflle

Paul fays, Kno'wing therefore the terror of the Lord^ we
persuade men. If a man in good earned believes that

everlading mifery mud be the portion of all who die in an
unrenewed date, what pains will he not take, to prevent

fmners from going to that place of torment ?

One who could fee a fellow-creatwre, in the rage of a

fever, rudiingtothe brink of a precipice, and not redrain

him, v/ould fall under lading infamy. Mud not the fame
compafTion move the heart of a ferious perfon, who fees

his fellow-dnners going blind*fold to the pit of perditi-

on ?

It is their not believing thefe things, that makes them
fo fearlefs in fmning ; if you truly believe them, will you
not make an effort to alarm them ? There are no mo-
tives like thefe to diligence—he that believes will certain-

ly fpeak.

V. In the lad place, real religion will make a minider

fuccefsful in his work. This it does, both as it fits him
for doing his duty to his people, which has been illudra-

ted above, and as it adds to his precepts theforce ofhis ex-

ample. Fird, it makes him fuccefsful as it fits him for

his duty. It is true indeed, that God only can giv^e the

bleffing upon a minider's labors, and that he can fave by
many, or by ^q\^^ by the weaked, as well as by the ablell

indrument : yet we fee from experience, that in all or-

dinary cafes, he proportipns the fuccefs, to^the propriety^
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or fufficiency of the means. Neither is there any furer

rnark that God intends eiFedlual benefit to any part of the

world, or the church, than when he raifes and commif-

fionS men, eminently qualified, to plead his caufe. There-

ifore, real piety, even in this refpeS, contributes to a mi-

nifter's fuccefs. If diligence in all other things produces

fuccefs, it muft be fo alfo in the miniftry. If he that lays

out his ground with the greateft judgment, prepares and

drefles it with the greateH care, has the molt plentiful

crop : if the fliepherd that waits n^oft diligently upon his

flock, feeds them in the bed paflure, and leads them to

the fiifefl: fhelter, has the moil increafe ; then that minif-

ter, who does his duty moil wifely, and moft powerfully,

will alfo fee moft of the fruit of his labors.

But real, and unafic6led, yet vifible ferioufnefs, has alfo

its own proper additional influence on a miniiler's fuccefs.

An apparent and vifible imprefiion upon the fpeaker's

mind, ofWhat he fays, gives it an inexprefllble weight

with the hearers. There is a piercing heat, a penetrating

force, in that which flows from the heart, which diltin-

guifhes it not only from the coldnefs of indifference, but

alfo, from the falfe fire of enthufiafm or vain glory. Be-

fides all this, the example of a pious minifier, is a con-

ilant inftrudion to his people. It ratifies his dodlrlne,

while he not only charges them to do what he fiiys, but to

be what he is. This will receive much iiluflration from

its country.

A minifter who has a carelefs, untender walk, defeats,

by his life, the intent of his preaching. Though in rea-

fon, it cannot juilify any one in difobeying wholefome in-

ilrudions, that the initru61:or defpifes them himfelf; yet

it is one of the moft common excufes men make for them-

felves, and few excufes feem to fet their confciences more

at eafe. Loofe and carelefs perfons think themfelves quite

at liberty to defpife the reproofs of their pallor, if, while he

teaches others, he teaches not himfelf.

Nay, hot only is it thus with the profane, hut even

thofe who have the greateit regard for religion, are not fo

much affecled with the fame truths, when fpoken by one

they think indiuTerent about them, as when fpoken by
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one who feems to feel what he fpeaks, and who lives as

he teaches.

Experience greatly confirms the whole of this reafon-

ing—for wherever an eminently pious minifter has lived,

and labored long, there is commonly to be found the mofl
knowing, ferious, fober-minded, and judicious people ;

liay, the very memory of fuch a miniiler, is often long

continued, after he is gene, and his example is propofed

by his hearers, to their children's children.

From all thefe confiderations, I conclude, that the mod
important qualification of a good minifter, is to be a be^

Ucv'ing preacher^ and that if he faves his own foul, he
will be the probable mean of faving them that hear him.

I proceed now, to make feme improvement of the fub-

je6t.

Reverend fathers and brethren,

As we would wiih our people to do, let us take heed
how we hear, and make a faithful application to ourfelves,

of what hath been faid upon the fubjedl. Let it engage us

to a ferious examination of ourfelves, left while we preach
the gofpel to others, we ourfelves fhould be reprobates.

This ought to be the fubjeQ of our frequent and ferious

thoughts, for feveral reafdns. We are in danger of think-

ing ourfelves too eafily fafe, by comparing that outward
regularity, to which our office itfelf, even from fecular

motives, obliges us, with the licentious extravagance of

profane finners. We are in dang<;r of miflaking our fre-

quent thinking and fpeaking of the things of God, in the

way of our calling, for an evidence of true religion in our-

felves. W'e may alfo, perhaps, miftake thofe gifts with

which God hath furnifhed us, for the benefit of his own
people, as the fruits of the fpirit, and of gracious difpofi-

tions in our hearts. A minifter is as much liable to felf-

deceit as others, and in fome refpefts, more fo. We have
therefore much need, often to make trial of our ftate, as

well as to give all diligence, to make our calling and elec-

tion fure.

But let us bev/are of imagining, that this difcourfe is

only applicable to fuch, as have no real faith in Chrrft.

God forbid that there were any minifter among us, a com-
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plete unbeliever, counting the Gofpel a fable. But faith

,

and every other gracious difpolition grafted upon it, are

capable of many degrees of improvement and ftrength

;

and in proportion to the ftrength of our faith, and the im-

preffion we have of divine things, will be our diligence,

and confequently our fuccefs, in the work of the miniftry.

Let us therefore imprefs our minds, with a more and more

lively fenfe of the important truths which we teach and

hear. Let us not ftarve ourfelves, while we are feeding

others : but fludy to arrive at a greater degree of love to

God, and delight in him, a greater conformity to his blef-

fed image, in purity of heart, and integrity of life. Let

us in a fpecial manner, lludy to attain to more and more

intimate communion with God in fecret, which is the fign

of our dependance upon him, and the very exercife of

love to him, which is the mean of conftancy, and the

fource of joy in religion.

Above all, let us let our afFedions upon the things that

are above, where our Redeemer fits at his Father's right

hand. As our profefTion is to be pilgrims and flrangers

ill the earth, to live by faith, and not by fight, let us (ludy

to raife our hopes of, and delire after, the heavenly inhe-

ritance. By this we fhall not only believe, but know
and feel the value of true religion, which cannot fail to

make us diligent in feeking the good of others.

Oh ! my brethren, what reafon have we to be inward-

ly afiiamed at the weaknefs of our faith, and the coldnefs

of our love, as they fliovv themfelves, by our indifference

in the duties of our office ? We are often ready, both to

complain, and wonder that our hearers are fo little afiect-

ed with the moft awful confiderations, that they can hear

with indifference of everlafling happinefs, and fet without

fear under the denunciations of eternal wrath : that v/e

cannot perfuade them, it is of importance to think what

fliall become of tkem forever. But is it not alfo to be

wondered at, that we ourfelves can often fpeak of thefe

things with fo little emotion ? Can we ever be fufScient-

ly affedled with the danger of our hearers, when we conli-

der, that we mull either fave them by convincing and
converting them now, or deliver our own fouls, by wit*
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neiling, juRifying, and perhaps pleading for dieir condem-

nation at the laft day ? However plain and fimple ihefe

truths are, of the final judgment of minifters and people,

they are quite unfathomable in their meaning and impor-

tance to both. It is llrange that we can think of them
without the deeped concern, or even fpeak of them with-

out tears.

Let us pray that the Lord would increafe ou;' faith, that

believing we may fpeak, and that our fpeech may be with

fuch efficacy, by the bleffing of God, as many fmners may-

be thereby brought to everlafting life ; that we may ap-

prove ourfelves to him that fent us ; and that when Chrift

the chief fhepherd (liall appear, we may receive a crown of

glory that fadeth not away.
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TfflE SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL ENTIRELY or GOD,

SERMON 44.

1 Corinthians iii. 5, 6, T*.

U''hG then is Paul, and xvho is ApoUos^but ministers by whom
ye believed, even as the Lord gave t^ every man P Ihave
planted, Apollos -watered ; but God gave the increase. So
then, neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that

tvatereth ; but God that giveth the increase^

My BiiETHRE^r,

IHxWE been led to the choice of this fubjed, by that dif-

penfluion of Providence, which, though contrary to all

human probability, hath brought me to this new charge of

prefiding over the inflrudion of youth, in the liberal arts.

I find alfo that in the courfe of my attendance on it, I

fhall have frequent opportunities of preaching the glori-

ous gofpel of the blefled God to ycu, of this congregation

and neighborhood. Let me therefore beg your attention

to the inllrudlive paflage which I have jull now read, that

both teachers and fcholars, miniilers and hearers, may
preferve a jull fenfe of their relation to one another, and

Vol. II. 4 G
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the common relation v/e all Hand in to God. And parti-

cularly that in the difcharge of our mutual duty of preach-

ing and hearing, we may preferve on our minds, a deep

fenfe of our dependance on fuperior ftrength, and may
look for a bleffing from the Father of lights, from whom
alone it can pofTibly flow.

The text of itfelf and independent of its connexion, ?s

fofuU of ufeful matter, that I am unwilling to fpend your

time by a long deduction of the particular circumftances of

the church of Corinth, which led the apoftle to exprefs

himfeU^ in the language contained in it. Let it fuffice there-

fore to obferve, that a fpirit of pride and faction prevailed

very much in that church, which had rent them into par-

ties, denominated from this, or the other principal teacher

who was, or had been among them. Thus in the 12th

verfe of the firft chapter, *' Now this I fay that every one
" of you faith I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and 1 of

" Cephas, and I of Chrift," and in the verfe immediately

preceding the text, " For while one faith I am of Paul,

•' and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not carnal :*''

Poflibly the converts from among the Jews counted them-

felves the difciples of Peter, and held him in the higheit

elleem, while thofe of the Gentiles fupported the name and

credit of the apoftle Paul, who firll planted the chrifiiaa

faith among the idolatrous heathens, and perhaps others

who were much addi61:ed to learningandphilolbphy, admir-

ed, and extolled the eloquence of Apollos. And yet after

all, perhaps the fierce and unchriilian contentions that pre-

vailed in that church, were not owing to their divided at-

tachment to particular apoftles, but to the ambitious and

corrupt teachers, which vv^ere among themfelves. If this

was the cafe, the apoftle Paul only mentioned himfelf,

Apollos and Cephas, by way of fuppofition, inilead of na-

ming the guilty heads of the contending parties, that the re-

proof being adminiftered with fo much prudence and de-

licacy, might be carried home with the greater evidence

and force. This interpretation receives a good deal of

countenance from what we find in chap. iv. 6. " And
" thefe things brethren, I have in a figure transferred to

" mvfelf, and to Apollos, for your fake; that ye might learn-
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*** in us, not to think of men above that which is written,

*' that no one of you be pufFed up for one againft another."

Such a divifion and factious temper does infinite mif-

chief wherever it prevails. It proceeds from people's

being much under the power of a carnal mind, and ex-

ceedingly increafes carnality by that envy, ftrife, and diffi-

mulation, which it always produces. But the chief way
in which it hinders the fuccefs of the gofpel is, by leading

men into the fatal miflake of feeking or expecting to find

in miniflers what can only be had in God, or afcribing to

inilruments and fervants, what is due only to their Lord

and mailer. Would you perceive the greatnefs of this fm ?

It is facrilegiouily robbing God of his own honor and glo-

ry, in order to invefl: a v/eak finful creature v/ith the fa«-

cred fpoils.

I only add one other preliminary remark. You may
fee the perfedl confiftency and propriety of the apoflle's

condu6t, according to the different circumflances in

v/hich he was engaged. For this purpofe v/e muft com-

pare his expreflions here, with thofe ufed by him when at-

tempts were made to leiTen his charadler, and detra6l

from the dignity othis office, as an apoftle of Chrift. Oa
thefe occafions he fliev/s, that he knows very well what

belonged to his ftation in the church, and is fo far from

fpeaking of himfelf in affedled itrains of humility, that he

fs-eely vindicates his own conduct, and magnifies the ho-

norable trufl: that was committed to him by his Saviour,

chap. ix. verfe i, 2. " Am I not an apcftle ? am I not
'' free ? have I not {qqw Jefus Chrift our Lord ? are not
'^ ye my work in the Lord? If I be not an apoRle to

" others, yet doubtlefts I am to you : for the feal of mine
" apoflleiliipareye in the Lord." Thus the apoflle fpeaks

in vindication 01 his authority, v/hen unjufdy attacked.

But when the queflion is changed, and fome are difpofed

to extol him or any other, to the prejudice of his Lord

and mafler, he changes his ftile too, and fpeaks in the

kumbleft manner of himitlf, and any thing he had con-

tributed or could contribute to the fuccefs of the gofpel.

As a faithful fervant he could not endure that any fhould

put him in his mailer's place, and reject with indigna^
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tion all that falfe honor which flowed only from the mil-

takes and weaknefs of his fellow chriftians.

In this as in many other inftances, the occafional di-

redlions given to the different chriftian churches, in the

early ages carry the moll important and ufeful admonitions

to us who live in the latter days. From the palTage be-

fore us, we learn that miniders fliould confider thcmfelves,

and be confidered by their people, as entirely fubordinate

to God, and expert afljllance in their labors, and fuccefs in

their endeavors, only from himfelf. What I further pro-

pofe, in dependence on divine grace, is firll to illullrate

and fupport the propofition jult now laid dovv^i, and then

to make a practical improvement of the fubject, for your

inftrudion and direQion.

I. Firft then, I am to illullrate and fupport this propo-

fition, That miniflers ought to confider themfelves, ancl

to be confidered by their people, as entirely fubordinate

to God, and expecl alTiftance in their labors, and fuccefs

in their endeavors, only from himJelf. In the courfe of

this illuftraticn, it is my intention, at once, to point out

the meaning and import of the propofition, and to eilablifli

its truth from fcripture and experience.' For this purpofe

I beg your attention to the following obfervations.

1. The fuccefs of the gofpel depends wholly upon God,

and to him alone mull the glory of it be afcribed, as it is

he, who not only fends and employs, but who furniilies

and qualifies all, whom he employs for promoting his

fervice. He not only gives the commifCon to undertake^

but he imparts the ability to difcharge the trufr. This

truth is manifeilly included in the apoflle's words, " Who
*' then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but miniflers by whom
" ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man r" He
confiders himfelf and others, only as miniflers, that is, as

fervants fubjecl to the diredion and authority of Chrift

their Lord and mafter, unto Vv'hom they are to be inftru-

mental in carrying on the converfion of finners, and the

edification and com.fort of believers. This fimilitude

however of itfelf, does not fully come up to the truth the

apoftle would inculcate. A iTjvin who is but a fervant,



Entirely of God. 5?^ 5

and does ev^ry thing by the authority, and under the di-

rection of his mafter, may yet have real and jult ground,

for vakiing himfelf upon what he performs ; in cafe, for in-

ftance he is poflelTed of uncommon talents, and an extra-

ordinary capacity, to do his work to the befc advantage, on
this fuppofition, he is a treafure to his mafter, the fuccefs

of whofe direction may in a great meafure be afcribed to

the fervant's fRill and ability in the execution. But to

exclude every pretence of this fort, the apoftle fubjoins

what brings the allufion fully up to his purpofe ;
'^ even

" as the Lord gave to every man." Minifters are not

only fervants, but their very capacity and ability to ferve

God are received from himfelf, who divides to every man
feverally, as he will. From this it is evident, that the glo-

ry and honor of the vv^hole work, and the fuccefs of every

particular fervant employed in it, is entirely owing to

Chrift their great Lord and mafter, 1 Cor. iv. ^. *' For who
'' maketh thee todiifer from another ? and what haft thou
'' that thou didft not receive ! now if thou didft receive

" it, why doft thou glory as if thou hadft not received it ?"

Let us, my brethren, confider and dv/eli upon this truth

a little, for it is full of inftrucllon, both to minifters and

people. That v/e may view it vvith the greater clearnefs

and precifion, let me obferve, that there are two diftindt

kinds of qualities, which are each in their place, of great

importance on the work of the miniftry. (i.) The en-

dowments of the mind, whether original and natural, or

acquired by induftry \ thefe laft being only the former im-

proved and perfected by education and exercife. (2.)

Holy dlfpofitions, which are of the utmofl importance and
neceffity, to turn the other into their proper channel, and

to give them force and influence in the application. Now
both thefe are equally and entirely the gift of God, the

iirft being indeed in fcripture mofl commonly, in all their

extent and diverfity, called gifts ; but the others are the

eaedl of the gracious and fandifving influence of the Holy
Ghoil.

(i.) All the endowments of mind, which fit a man for

common or fpecial fervice, are the gift of God. What-
ever capacity of talents, whatever natural advantages pf
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any kind, mluifters enjoy, it is plain, that they received
tftem from God, and depend upon him for the continuance
and ufe of them. He only endows them with knoudedg^e
and comprehenfion, to underftand his fac red truths : Pie
only endows them with the talent of fpeaking well, and
enables them to communicate their knowledge to others,
in an agreeable and acceptable manner, Exod. iv. ii, 12.
*' And the Lord faid unto him, Who hath made man's
*'' mouth r or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the feeing,
'' or the blind ? have not 1 the Lord ? Now therefore go,
*' and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou
**• fhalt fay,'* There is fomething very noble, as well as

inltruclive in thefe paffages of fcripture, which reprefent
even the flvill of the tradefmen to be employed in adorning
the vifible fanftuary, as the gift of God, and the infpi-

ration of his fpirit. Exod. xxxi. i, 2, 3, 4. " And
•' the Lord fpake unto Mofes, faying, fee, I have called
*' by name, Bezaleel, the fon of Uri, the fon of Hur, of
" the tribe of Judah : and I have filled him with the fpirit
** of God, in wifdom, and in underftanding, and in know-
'* ledge, and in all manner of workmanfiiip, to devife
" cunning works, to work in gold, and in filver, and in
" brafs." And again, Exod. xxxvi. i. " Then wrought
*' Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wife-hearted man, in
" whom the Lord put wifdom and underftanding, to know
" how to work all manner of v/ork for the fervice of the
** fan^luary, according to all that the Lord had com-
** manded.'*

Further, as it is the infpiration of the Almighty, that

giveth underftanding both in a oreneral and compara-
tive view, fo the improvement of natural parts by ac-

quired learning, is no lefs to be afcribed to him. As he

gives the difpolition and ability, fo it is he who by the

courfe of his providence furniflies the means, and prefents

the opportunity of making progrefs. Let human efforts

be what they will, if God do not fmile upon them, they

will infallibly be blafted. An all feeing and fovereign God
has determined the times before appointed, and the

bounds of our habitation, and every perfon who will fe-

rK)u% reflect, may be fenfible how all his purpofes have
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been controuled and over-ruled by the invlfible diredioa

of the great Difpofer of every event, who hiith pointed out

the patUs in which he was to walk.

(2.) Let us aHb remember, that it is God who endows
his miniders with their brightelt ornaments, viz. holy

and gracious difpofiiions, which ferve to turn their other

talents into the proper channel, and to give them force

and influence in the application. I am fenfible, my bre-

thren, that gifts may be conlidered as more aiTiltant to the

being of the minilby, than even grace itfelf. We juflly

renounce the popifli doclrine, that the efEcacy of the I'acra-

nients, or other ordinances, depends upon the intention

or inward ilate of the admlnifirator. In oppofition to this

the Affembly's Shorter Catechifm fays juftly, " the facra-

" ments, (and it is equally true of every other ordinance)
" become eftedtual to falvation, not from any virtue in
*' them, nor in him that doth adminifter them, but only
'' by the blefTmg of Chrid, and the working of his fpirit in
" them, that by faith receive them." A hypocrite cannot

be a faithful, but he may be in fome degree a fuccefsful mi*
nifter. I am perfuaded there are not a few now in heaven,

who were converted and edified by the miniftry of thoib

who have taken up their abode in the place of torment

;

an awful reflection this indeed, to tliofe who are intrud-

ed with the office of the minilby. It brings to my mind
a faying of an eminent and pious writer. Minifters are

in as great danger of deceiving themfelves as others, and
in fome refpeds greater, for they may be apt to miftake

their readinefs in thinking and fpeaking of holy things,

and thofe gifts which God bellows upon them, for the be-

nefit of his chofen, for the fruit and evidence of gracious

difpofitions in their own hearts.

But notwithftanding all this, it is beyond all controver-

fy, that one of the m-cft effential qualifications oi a good
minider is, that he be a good man. It is a very difficult,

as well as it is a very dreadful thing, to preach an un-

known Saviour. But where the love of Chrid dwells

and reigns in the heart, it gives fuch attachment to his

caufe, fo much love to his people, fo much clearnefs and
comprehenfion in underdanding his truths, fo great wil-



576 The Success of the Gospel

lingnefs, or rather clefire to communicate them, as can*

not fail to have the greatefl influence on a minifter's dili-

gence, and at the fame time gives reafon to hope that he

tvill fpeak from faith to faith. Thus the apoftle expref-

fes himfelf, 2 Cor. iv. 13. '' We having the fame fpirit

^^ of faith, according as it is written, I have believed,

^' therefore have I fpoken : we alfo believe, and therefore

*' fpeak."

Now to whom is a minifter indebted for his holy dif-

pofitions? Vvho implanted in him that love to Chrift,

which infpires him with zeal and fidelity in his fervice ?

Take the anAver in the v/ords of the apoftle, 2 Cor. iv.

5, 6. '^ For we preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus
*•* our Lord ; and ourfelves your fervants for Jefus' fake.

*•• For God w^io commanded the light to Ihine out of

"gdarknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of

*« the knowledge of the glory of God, in tlie face of Jefus

" Chrift.'' It was the power of God that brought him

again from the dead, and it is by the fpirit of God dwelling

in him, that he is daily fanclified and enabled to adorn

the doclrine of God, his Saviour, in all things. So that

the fire of his miniftrations, and the light of his example,

and the joint influence of both, are to be ultimately refer-

red, and will by him be moft willingly and thankfully at-

tributed to the pcv/er and grace of God, his Redeemer, of

whofe fulnefs we all have received, and grace for grace.

2. But in the fecond place, the fuccefs of the gofpel de-

pends entirely en God, as it is he v/ho gives efficacy to

the inftru^tions, even of the moft eminent and beft qua-

lified minifters, by the immediate fupernatural operation

of his fpirit and grace. Let us fuppofe a minifter endued

with the ftneft natural parts, and thefe improved and cul-

tivated, by all the advantages of human learning. Let

him have the moft acute and penetrating genius, the moft:

lively imagination, the moft folid judgment, the moft

charming and perfuaftve eloquence ; in fine, let him have

what alone is of more value than all thefe, an eminently

pious and devout heart. With io many advantages ha

lliall not be able to make one fincere convert, unlefs al-

mighty God be pleafed to open the way by his divine
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grace into the hearts and confciences of the fmner. It

is not then merely by iiirnifliing the proper means and by

the difpofition of his providence, giving them an opportu-

nity cf exerting their influence, that God promotes the fuc-

cefs of the gofpel, but by an immediate and povveriul

agency, dillin^t from, and fuperior to every fecond caufe.

1 have endeavoured to exprefs this with the greatefl ful-

nefs, and the greatefl clearnefs, as a truth of the utmofl

importance= While we believe the ufe and necefTity of

means and fecond caufes, we ought never to feparate them

from, or forget their fubordination to God. There can

hardly be a nobler illuflration of this truth, than the apof-

tle has given us in the text, by a natural fimilitude. '' I

" have planted," fays he, " ApoUos watered, but God
" gave the increafe." His expreffions are taken from

hufbandry, or gardening, which is a particular branch of

it. By an allufion to thefe arts, he explains his fubjedt

in a manner level to the capacity of every thinking per-

fon. The hulbandman or gardener may manure, dig up

and mellow the foil ; he may fovv his feed, and drefs his

field with the greatefl: diligence and care : but what a lit-

tle way has he gone, or rather indeed he hath not fo much
as begun the great procefs of growth and vegetation, that

daily miracle, may I not call it, before our eyes. How-

many things mull necefiarily concur, which are beyond

the reach of his power ? the enlivening heat of the fun,

the refrefhing dews and rairi from the bottles of heaven,

are wholly under the direction and difpofal of the omni-

potent Jehovah. Cannot he, when he will, make the hea-

vens over your heads as brafs, and the earth under your

feet as iron ? Nay, not only fo, but the power of growing

in the feed, by llriking out its roots, and opening its bud,

and the natural difpofition in the earth to nourifli it, are

derived not from any virtue inherent in the things them-

felves, but only from that almighty word, " Let the earth

*' bring forth every tree bearing fruit, and every herb

*' bearing feed after its kind." Juft fo in that fpiritual

huibandry, ' of which the apoftle is fpeaking, .
minjllers

may fow the good feed of the word of God, but it is his

own prerogative to give it a regenerating and fan^tifying

Vol. il. 4 D
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cfEcacy, and make it produdlive of faith in the heart, and
good works in the hfe. Minifters may continue to wa-
ter the feed already fown, with fuitable inftrndlions and
exhortations, and the diligent ufe of all thofe means which
God hath appointed for the eflablifhment and growth of

believers : but it is only the influence of his own fpirit

that makes thefe means produ(5live of the defired effedl.

Therefore the apoflle concludes, in language drawn from

the fimilitude, " So then neither is he that planteth
** any thing, neither he that watereth, but God that giv-

"eth the increafe."

This important truth, my brethren, is capable of a very

full and clear proof from the faered oracles. Every thing

we find recorded there, concerning the mifTion of the -pro-

phets, and the fuccefs of their meflage, carries this truth

as it were in its bofom. Nay, the great prophet of the

church gives us this very view of his own miniftry as the

Son of man, John vi. 44, 45, " No man can come to

" me, except the Father which hath fent me, draw him -

** and I will raife him up at the lad day. It is written in

" the prophets, and they fliall be all taught of God.
*' Every man, therefore, that hath heard and hath learned
*' of the Father, cometh unto me.'' You fee that, to the

commiflion which our Lord gives to his apoftles, is annex-

ed a promife of his prefence and power to accompany
their miniilrations. Math, xxviii. 19, 20. *' Go ye there-

" fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
" of the Father, and of die Son, and of the holy Ghod,
*' teaching them to obferve all things whatfoever I have
*' commanded you : and lo I am with you alway, even to

" the end of the world. Amen."
But inftead of multiplying palTages of fcripturc, I fhall

diredl you to one, which will fet this part of my argument

in the clearefl: light. It is that paflage which gives an ac-

count of the converfion of Lydia, recorded Ads xvi. 14,

*' And a certain woman, named Lydia, a feller of purple,

** of the city of Thyatira, which worfliipped God, heard

" us, whofe heart the Lord opened, that fhe attended to

*' the things that were fpoken of Paul." Now if we at-

tend to the circumHances of this converfion, we lliall find
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tliat if any thing could have been efFedually done without

the diredt and immediate concurrence of the grace of God,
it might have been expeded here. The cafe was every

way promifing. The hearer was one who had renounced

idolatry, and ^embraced the worfhip of the true God. She
was, it is not improbable, a devout woman, fo far as her

knowledge reached ; and wanted only to be inftru6led in

the faith of Chrift. Here was for a preacher the great

apoftle of the Gentiles. I need fay no more to fhew how
well qualified he was to do his part ; and yet we find that

even in this moft favorable cafe, the immediate concur-

rence of divine grace was neceffary to complete the w^rk«

The Lord muft by his own good Spirit open the heart of

Lydia, elfe even the apofile Paul, with all his divine ac-

complifliments, and a heart glowing with the warmed
zeal for the glory of Chrifl, and the falvation of fouls, will

be but an unfuccefsful preacher.

I need not make ufe of any feparate arguments to con-

vince you, that this holds equally true of the growth and
comfort of believers, as of the converfion of finners. Whe-
ther minifiers are employed in planting or watering, the

inftrument is nothing ; fuccefs flows only from God. Let

me therefore requeit and befeech you to hear and adore

the ftriking truth, a Paul or Apollos in the pulpit will be

altogether unfuccefsful without the almighty power and
grace of God. . The moft clear and diftindt illuflration of

divine truths, without inward and fpiritual illumination,

w^ill leave the hearer in ignorance, or lead him into error.

The moft awful denunciations of a fon of thunder, without

divine power, will leave the finner hardened, or even in-

creafe the fearednefs of confcience. The moll melting

and tender application to the afFe£lions, without divine

energy, will be treated with contempt and fcorn. In one

word, the moft lively adminiilration of ordinances, with-

out the bleffing from above, will be but in the language of

the prophet, as a mifcarrying womb, and dry breads.

My brethren you may not only be convinced of this

truth, becaufe it is recorded in the Vv^ord of God, but may
fee it daily exemplified in every part of the vifible church.

You may fee the fame ordinances acceptable, delightful,
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and profitable to fome ; deferted, defplfed and refilled b^
others. Under the very fame adminiflration, you may
fee fome elTedlually perfuaded to turn to the living God,
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the

holy Ghofl:, and daily multiplied : fome on the other hand

caring for none of thefe things, but lleeping in fecurity,

nay fome v.'hofe corruptions are irritated, fwelling with

rage, contradi6ting and blafpheming, all which is well de-

icribed by the apofile Paul, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. '' Lor we
" are unto God a fvveet favor of Chrift, in them that are

" favedj and in them that perifli. To the one we are the

" favor of death unto death ; and to the other, the favor of

" life unto life ; and who is fuificient for thefe things ?'*

3. The third and laft obfervation 1 am to make for the

illuftration of this truth is, that fuccefs in the gofpel de-

pends wholly upon God, as he exercifes much of his own
Sovereignty in the manner of bellowing it. He takes care,

if I may fpeak fo, to fliew that it is from himfclf, by the

meafure in which he proportions the fuccefs to the nature

and fufficiency of the means he fees proper to employ. All

is from God, as yoa have already heard, becaufe the difpo-

fmgand commlllioning his minillers is originally his own
work—^again, becaufe however well qualified they may be,

his own almighty agency is necelTary to give them fuccefs.

But when there is a regular proportion always obferved,

between the means and the end, men are ready to over-

look, or forget the great and firft caufe of all. For this

reafon he fees it often meet to manifcft his fovereignty, in

order to command our attention, by working without

means, or by the weakeft means, or even contrary to

means, and blafting- the effed of tliofe that were moft ex-

cellent and promifing in human judgment. Juft as the

beautiful and regular order of the natural world, the mutu-

al dependance of one part upon, and ils fubferviency to

another, is a proof of the wifdom and omnipotence of the

Creator. Yet he fees it neceifary fometimes, to interpofe,

in an extraordinary way, and to controul the courfe of

nature, to fhew that it is abfolutely at his comniand.

Remember, however, my brethren, that in carrying on

the work of the gofpel, God ufually proportions the fuccefs
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to the propriety and fufficiency of the means. When he
has much work to do, he commonly raifes up fome perfons

eminently qualified ; he draws from his quiver fome po-

Iifned ihafts, to pierce the ranks of oppofing hofts. Yet
he often prefents to our view fuch circumftances as fcrve

to fliow the dependance of all means upon himfelf. When
the gofpel was firft preached, the apoftles were indeed ful-

ly fitted and furnillied for their work ; but it was by a

miracle. They were originally poor illiterate fifliermen,

quite unequal inthemfelves to the aftonifhing undertaking,

of producing a revolution in the ftate of religion, and the

fcntiments of mankind over the whole earth. Such per-

forms feem to have been employed for this wife purpofe,
*' that our faith might not ftand in the wifdom of man,
" but in the power of God." I have often confidered this

matter w:ith a mixture of reverence and admiration.

That proper refpedl might ftill be had to the qualifica-

tions of minifters, and that none might be juftified in

pouring contempt on human fcience, the apolUe Paul, a

man of eminent learning and ability, was the moft active,

iifeful and fuccefsful of all the apoftles ; and one third part

at leaft, of the whole canon of the New Tellament, was
written by him. At the fame time there were fuch cir-

cumftances in his calling and converfion, as made him one

of the moft illuftrious monuments of the fovereignty and
riches of divine grace, that any age has produced.

: In the fame manner, v/e lee every day the clearefl

proofs of^ the power, wifdom, and fovereignty of God.
We fee that he many times gives extraordinary and fen-

fible afTiftance to thofe whom he employs in his own
work. So that they both perceive and confefs that it is

not they, but the grace of God, that is with them. Some-
times thofe of very moderate, or even of the weakeft natu-

ral abilities, have an undlion from the holy one, and by
their piety and diligence become workm.en that need not

be afhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. This may
be coiifidered as an accomplifliment of what Ifaiah fays of

himfelf, Ifaiah 1. 4. " And the Lord God, hath given me
'•' the tongue of the learned, that I fhould know how to

" fpeak a word in feafon to him that is weary.'* See alfo
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the expreflion of the Pralmlft, Pfal. xxv. 14. " The fe-

*' cret of the Lord is with them that fear him : and he
'' will fhew them is covenant." Our Lord promifes to

his difciples extraordinary afliftance, in time of extraordi-

nary trials and fufFering, Luke xxi. 14, 15. " Settle it

" therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before, what ye
" fhall anfwer. For I will give you a mouth and vvifdom,
** which all your adverfaries fhall not be able to gainfay,
'^ nor refill." And to name one more pafTage, it is pro-

phefied by Ifaiah of the gofpel times, chapter xxxii. 4.
*' The heart alio of the rafn fliall underltand knowledge,
" and the tongue of the ftammerers Ihall be ready to fpeak
«' plainly."

In a former part of this difcourfe, I have admitted that

gifts may be confidered as more neccflary to the being of

the miniftry, than even grace itfelf. Yet certainly true

religion in the heart, is of far greater impot'tance to the

fuccefs and efficacy of the miniltry, than eminence or

gifts. It feems often the very purpofe of divine provi-

dence, to pour contempt upon unfan£tified talents. The
bumble paftor of meaner rank, who loves his mafter, his

work, and his people, fhall often have many feals of his

miniftry, while the perfon of fuperior parts is urged by

ambitious vie\\s into the unprofitable paths of worldly ho-

nors, or inifigated by unmortified pafTion, to mar the fuc-

cefs of his minidry, by launching out into the tempeflu-

ous ocean of political conteft and fadion. But befides

the unfruitfulnefs of unfandified talents, there are alio ma-
ny proofs of the fovereignty of God, in refufmg his blefling,

and making the beft miniilers in a great meafure unpro-

fitable to a people, in righteous judgment for their paft fins.

Even Ifaiah could fay, chap. liii. i, " Who hath believed
*' our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord reveal-

'^ ed ?" Our bleil^d Lord himfelf upbraided many of the

cities where his mighty works were done, becaufe of their

unbelief, and indeed upon many of his hearers his miniilry,

inftead of a faving, had a hardening efFedl, John iii. 19.
'^ And this is the condemnation, that light is come into

*' the world, and men loved darknefs rather than light,

*' becaufe their deeds were evil.'* The fame thing is clfe-
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where refolved into the lively and righteous judgment oC

God. John xii. 39, 40. " Therefore they could not be-

" lieve, becaufe that Efaias faid again, he hath blinded

" their eyes, and hardened their heart ; that they fhould

" not fee with their eyes, nor underftand with their heart,

*' and be converted, and I fliould heal them."

I proceed now to make fome pra(5lical improvement of

what hath been faid. And in the

Firfl place, a deep and lively impreflion of the truth I

have endeavored to illudrate and fupport, will be to thofe

who preach the gofpel, an excellent prefervative from ma-

ny temptations. It will preferve them from trufting in

themfelves, it will keep them fiill looking upward, and

engage them to maintain a continual intercourfe with the

Father of lights, and the author, ofevery good and perfedt

gift. It will alfo, particularly be an excellent mean of

preferving them from the dangerous extremes of oftenta-

tion and iloth. Oh, how unbecoming a minifter, is a

vain-glorious difplay of human art, burning incenfe to his

own vanity, and preaching himfelf, w^hen he is called to

preach Chrifi: Jefus the Lord ? It is no wonder that God
Ihould in his providence, pour difgrace and difappoint-

ment on that minillry, that is carried on in fuch a man-
ner, as to aim more at promoting the credit of the fervant,

than the honor of the mafler. On the other hand, with

what countenance can they look up to God for a bleffing,

who have been at no pains to qualify themfelves for his

fervice. As ollentation provokes the divine jealoufy, fo

negligence is difobedience, prefumption, and precifely

what the fcripture calls tern pting God. I would never de-

fire to be confidered, as one who would encourage men,

to rufa into a pulpit unprepared, and difgrace their ho-

norable calling, by rude, undigefled, diforderly efFufions,

or fuch mean, flovenly, indecent language, as lays the

hearers under the flrongefl temptation, to treat it with

an infolence of indignation and contempt. Let me com-

mend this, to the attention of fuch young perfons, as may
have an eye to the facred office. My dear fellow lludents,

how happy they, who can unite together, the fimplicity of

the gofpel, and the dignity of the pulpit ; who are on the
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one hand, not afhamed of the crofs, and the ignominy
that attends it ; and on the other, as devoted fervants, are

refolved to comply with the counfel given by the apoftle

Paul to Timothy, i Tim. iv. 15, 16. "Meditate upon
*' thefe things, give thyfelf wholly to them ; that thy pro-
^' fiting may appear unto all. Take heed unto thyfelf, and
*' unto thy do6lrine ; continue in them ; for in doing
*' this, thou Ihalt both fave thvfelf, and them that hear
*^ thee.''

2. A deep impreffion of the trath I have endeavored to

illuib'ate, will be an excellent prefervative to the hearers

of the gofpel, from many temptations, which often ren-

der their attendance on ordinances, as fruitlefs or pernici-

ous. It will purify their vievv's and motives, in attending

on ordinances. It will deliver them from a finful and
unreafonable attachment to men, and carry them more
immediately into the prefence of the living God : it will

fave them from that giddy, unfettled difpofition, of run-

ning with unbounded curiofity, from one to another, not

that they may be built up in holinefs and comfort, but

that their imagination and fancy may be gratified. It

will preferve them from hearing the gofpel, merely as

critics, in order to pafs their judgment on the foundnefs

or ability of their teachers, which, with whatever pride or

felf-fufficiency it may be done, is as empty and unprofit-

able a manner of hearing, as any that can be named. It

will fettle their elleem of, and attachment to their paflors,

upon the befi:, and moll immoveable foundation. They
will th^n love them for their work's fake, they will love

them for their mailer's fake, they will love them for

their own fouTs fake, and for their fubferviency to their

daily edification. It will carry them to the throne of

grace, and incline them to make continual and fervent

fupplication to God, for his affiftance and countenance to

his miniilerSj in his own work; and this will bring then;i

to his houfe, in the belt and happieft temper for hearing

with profit ; in one word, it will make them, in a great

meafure, lofe view of the creature, and hear the gofpel,

not " as the word of man, but as it is indeed, and in truth,

" the word of God."
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3. Let me intreat the prayers of this congregation,

for the rainifters of the gofpel in general, and for us, who
minifter among you in holy things, that we may be

abundantly qualified, for the difcharge of our impor-

tant truft in all its parts. The apoflle Paul, though ex-

traordinarily called, though fmgularly qualified, and emi-

nently affifted, never fails to aik the prayers and inter-

ceiTion of the faithful, in his behalf, Eph. vi. 19. " And
" for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may
" open my mouth boldly, to make known the myflery of

" the gofpel." After this approved example, I hope yoa

will forgive me, if I put in a particular claim in my own
behalf, for your intereft at the throne of grace. I make no

merit at all, of having left country, and kindred, and

connexions of the deareft kind, in order to ferve the in-

tereft of the church of Chrifl, in this part of the globe : for

I conQder with pleafure, the onenefs of his body, and the

extent of the catholic church, that there Ihall come from

the eaft, and from the weft, and from the north, and from

the fouth, and fet down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and

Jacob, in the kingdom of their father. Could we but

think as we ought, of the great removal, which we are

making from time to time, into an eternal ftate ; the re-

moval of our bodies, and the change of our fcene of fer-

vice from Europe to Am^erica, would appear altogether

unworthy of notice. But when I confider the refpeftand

afFedion, fo much above my defert, that have been fhewa

to me, fince my arrival in this place, and the tefti monies

of joy and fatisfadion, which have been given by all

ranks, I am filled with the greateft concern : I fay i am
filled with the greateft concern, becaufe it plainly implies

an expe(5\ation of duty and fervice from me, which I fear

I fhall be ill able to perform. Let m.e therefore, on fo

juft a foundation, not folicit only, but demand an intereft:

in your prayers. Pray that an all-fufficient God, may give

flrength from above, and may pour down his blefftng on

the public inftitution in this place, which upon the beft

information, I think I may fay has been founded in faith ;

and therefore, why fliould not we continue to ferve it in

hope ? Pray that fuccefs may attend the miniftry of the gof.
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pel in this place ; and that if it pleafe God, the efleem

and afFedtion Ihevvn to me, by all to whom I Hand now
related, may not be lefs than it is, for 1 have not the lead

reafon to delire, nor indeed the courage to hope, that it can

poffibly be greater. Once more, pray that my beloved

charge, whom I left in Sccdand, and will never forget,

may, by the fpecial condu6l of divine Providence, be

fupplied with a faithful pailor, who may feed them with

knowledge and underflanding.

4. In the laft place, fuffer me to conclude, by addref-

fmg a few words to thofe in this alTembly, who are, or

who have reafon to fufpe6l themfelves to be in a fiate of

diftance from God. I know that he himfelf only can

change your hearts. Yet he hath given it in charge to his

miniilers, that you iliould receive warning. And be af-

fured, that ifyou defpife the meffage, if you trample upon

the divine mercy, and refill the Spirit of God, when
pleading with you in his word, or flriving and bearing

witnefs againft you in your confciences ; your everlafting

perdition will lie entirely at your own door. G)d will

be juft when he fpeaketh, and clear when he judgeth.

Confider, 1 befeech you, that there is certainly, to all of us

here prefent, one .thing that is needful. It fignifies very

litde, whether you pafs the little uncertain time that you

Ihall yet be in the body, in abundance or in penury, in

honor or in fhame, compared to what fliall become of you

forever. Lay thefe things to heart, then, in this day of

your merciful vifitation. There is but one way to efcape :

*« Believe in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, that be-

'' lieving you may have life through his name.''

END or SECOND VOLUME.
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