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Reverend Brethren,

together on this Occafion, without
making deep Reflettions on the Lofs,
which you have fuffered, for the public
Good, by the Removal of a Paftor, whom
the Experience of fo many Years hath taught
you to. efteem and honour fo highly. Itis
your farther Unhappinefs, ‘that He is fuc-
ceeded by a Perfon, very unequal to the Care
of this confpicuous and important Diocefe.
But your Humanity and your Piety will, I
doubt not, incline you, both toaccept and
to aflift the Endeavours of one, who can
aflure you, with very great Truth, that he is
carneftly defirous of being as ufeful to you
all, as hecan; and ferioufly concerned for
the Interefts of Religion, and of this Church.
Would to God there were lefs Need of ex-
A2 prefling

I A M very fenfible, that you cannot meet



4 The Bifbop of OxFoRrD’s
prefling a Concern for them, than there is at
prefent ! ¢
Men have always complained of their own
Times: and always with too much Reafon.
But though it is natural to think thofe Evils
the greateft, which we feel ourfelves; and
therefore Miftakes are -eafily made, in com-
paring one Age with another: yet in this we
cannot be miftaken, that an open and pro-
fefled Difregard to Religion is become,
through a Variety of unhappy Caufes, the
diftinguithing Character of the prefent Age ;
that this Evil is grown to a great Height in
the Metropolis of the Nation; is daily
fpreading through every Part of it; and,
bad in itfelf as any can be, muft of Neceflity
bring in moft others after it. Indeed it hath
already brought in fuch Diffolutenefs and
Contempt of Principle in the higher Part
of the World, and  fuch profligate Intem-
perance, and Fearleflnefs of committing
Crimes, in the lower, as muft, if this Tor-
vent of Impiety flop not, become abfolutely
fatal. And God knows, far from ftopping,
it receives, through the ill Defigns of fome
Perfons, and the Inconfideratenefs of others,
a gons



Jorft Charge to bis CLERGY. 5

a continual Increafe. Chriftianity is now
ridiculed and railed at, with very littie Re-
ferve : and the Teachers of it, without any
at all. Indeed with Refpe to Us, the Rule,
which moft of our Adverfaries appear to have
{fet them{elves, is, to be, at all Adventures,
as bitter as they can: and they follow it, not
only beyond Truth, but beyond Probability =
afferting the very worft Things of us without
Foundation, and exaggerating every Thing
without Mercy: imputing the Faults, and
fometimes imaginary Faults, of particular
Perfons to the whole Order; and then de-
claiming againft us 2all promifcuoufly with
fuch wild Vehemence, as, in any Cafe but
ours, they themfelves would think, in the
higheft Degree, unjuft and cruel. Or if
fometimes a few Exceptions are made, they
are ufually made only to divide us amongft
ourfelves: to deceive one Part of us, and
throw a greater Odium upon the other.
Still, were thefe Inveives only to affe@ Us
perfonally, dear as our Reputations are and
ought to be to us, the Mifchief would be
{mall, in Comparifon of what it is. But the
Confequence hath been, as it naturally muft,

A3 that



6 ‘The Bifbop of OXFoRD's

that Difregard to Us hath greatly increafed
the Difregard to public Worfhip and In-
fru@ion: that many are grown prejudiced
againft Religion; many more, indifferent
about it and unacquainted with it. And the
‘Emiffaries of the Romifb Church, taking the
Members of ours at this unhappy Difadvan-
tage, have begun to reap great Harvefts in
the Field, which hath been thus prepared
for them by the Labours of thofe, who
would be thought their moft irreconcileable
Enemies.

Yet, howeyer melancholy the View before
‘us appears, we have no Reafon to be dif-
couraged : for let us take Care of our Duty,
and God will take Care of the Event. "But
we have great Reafon to think ferioufly, what
our Duty on this' Occafion is; and ftir up
each other to the Performance of it: that
where-ever the Guilt of thefe Things may
fall, it-may not fall on our Heads. For i
muft needs be, that Offences come : but wo to
that "Man, &y whom the Offence cometh *.

~Our Grief for the Decay of Religion might
be attended with much Comfort in Regard to

]

3 Matth. xviii. 7.
Laigd our-



Jirft Charge to bis CLERGY. 7
ourfelves, could we but truly fay, that no
Faults ‘or Infirmities of ours had ever given
Advantages againft it. But though, God be
thanked, we are far from being what our
Adverfaries would reprefent us; whofe Re-
proaches perhaps were never lefs deferved,
than now when they are the moft violent :
yet, it muft be owned, we are not by any
Means, even the beft of us, what we ought
to be. And the prefent State of Things calls
loudly upon us, to corret our Miftakes, to
fupply our Deficiencies, and do all we are able
for the Honour of God, and the Happinefs
of Mankind.

If we can be unconcerned now, we have
neither Piety nor common Prudence in us.
And if we are concerned in Earneft, we fhall
~ be very defirous, both to ‘avoid all wrong
Methods of fhewing it, and to make ufe of
all right ones.

Complaining of our Superiors for thofe
Evils, which perhaps they cannot prevent ;
or complaining of them with Difrefpe&,
for what we. may apprehend they could
prevent, would both be undutiful and im=
prudent Condu&: would give our Adverfaries

A4 Joy,



8 The Bifbop of OXFORD's

Joy, and do our Caufe Harm. Indeed to
beg earneftly of God, that He would diret
the Hearts of thofe, who prefide over the
public Welfare; and -humbly. to . reprefent
to them, on all fit Occafions, the declining
State of Religion, the Importance and the
Means of prefervingit ; thefe Things are un-
queftionable Duties. But ‘then we muft
always approve ourfelves, at the fame Time,
confcientioufly loyal both in Word and Deed ;
reafonable in our Expectations; fincerely
grateful for the ProteQion, which we are
affured of enjoying; and duly fenfible, that
every Thing of Value to us, in this World,
depends on the Support of that Government,
under which we now live. We cannot be
good Men, if we are bad Subjets: and we
are not wife Men, if we permit ourfelves to
be fufpected of it.

A fecond proper Caution is, That to fpeak
unfavourably of Liberty, religious or civil,
inftead of ‘carefully diftinguithing both from
the many Abufes of them, which we daily
fee ; or to encourage any other Reftraints on
cither; than public Utility makes evidently
needful ; can only ferve to increafe that

Jealoufy,
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Jealoufy, which, being in former Ages
grounded too well, hath been moft induftri-
oufly heightened, when there never was fo
little Pretence of Ground for it; that the
Claims of the Clergy are hurtful to the
Rights of Mankind. It concerns us greatly
to remove fo dangerous a Prejudice againft
us, as this : not by renouncing thofe Powers,
which the Gofpel hath given us; for we are
bound to affert them: but by convincing
the World, that they are perfe@tly innocent;
and avoiding all Appearance of affuming
what we have no Right to: by thewing our
Abhorrence of Tyranny, efpecially over the
Confciences of Men; and fatisfying them
fully, if poffible, thatwe preach not curfelves,
but Chrift Jefus, the Lord; and ourfelves,

- their Servants for bis Sake°. Then, with Re~
fpe& to the Privileges, that we derive from
human -’ Authority : as, on the one Hand,
receding from any of them without Caufe
is only inviting frefh Encroachments, and
giving needlefs Advantages to fuch as will
be fure to lofe none: fo, on the other,
ftraining them too far is the likelieft Way

= %2Cor. iv. 54
to
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to deftroy them all at once: and both our
Ufefulnefs and our Security depend very
much, on our appearing plainly to defire
nothing inconfiftent with the common Good ;
to have the trueft Concern for all reafonable
Liberty, and to be zealous only againft Li-
centioufnefs and Confufion.

Thirdly, If we fhould be tempted to
oppofe Profanenefs, by encouraging the op-
pofite. Extreme of Superftition: .this alfo
would be unjuftifiable.in itfelf ; .would have
bad Effe&ts upon as many as we might
miflead ; and give great Opportunities to all
that fhould fee them mifled, either of ac-
cufing Religion, or expofing us, as Corrup-
ters of Religion. Not that we are to give
up inconfiderately, whatever fome Perfons
are pleafed to charge with Superftition: for
there would be no End of Conceflions at that
Rate: but enly to avoid encouraging any
Thing, that can he juftly charged with it;
and then we fhall ftand upon fure Ground.
For nothing can be more unjuft, than thofe

- Imputations of it, which our Adverfaries are
fo fand of throwing, fome.upon Chriftianity
itfelf, athers on the Doctrine and Worthip of -
: that



Jirt Charge to bis CLEG Y. 11
that Church, of which, through God’s mer-
ciful Providence, we have the Happinefs to
be Members.

Another very pernicious Error would be,
if .we fhould think to ferve our Caufe by
intemperate Warmth in it. Chriftian Zeal
indeed is a Duty, that never was more
needful, and never lefs thewn. But Paflion
will do no Good. If exprefled againft thofe,
who are indifferent about Religion, it will
turn' them into Enemies: if againft the
Enemies of Religion, it will make them yet
more vehement Enemies. Befides, the ex-
travagant Things, that Men fay and attempt
againft us and our Profeffion, are not always
defigned Injuries; but frequently the EffeGs
of Mifreprefentations, and Prejudices, that
have imperceptibly taken hold on Perfons,
who otherwife mean tolerably well. Now
Mildnefs to fuch as thefe, is but Juftice : and
to all others, it is Prudence. Railing is
the Province, which our Adverfaries have
chofen: and let us leave 1t to them. For
whatever Succefs They may meet with that
Way, as indeed they “excel in it, We fhall
meet with none: but only make the Spirit

' of



12 The Bifbop of OXFORD's
of Chriftianity be mifunderftood and ill
fpoken of, by our own Want of it. There-
fore, how injurioufly foever we may be
treated, let us return neither Injuries nor
harfh Treatment for it: nor endeavour to
mark out thofe Perfons for Objects of po-
pular Hatred, who are ever {o unwearied in
labouring to make Us fo. Yet, at the fame
Time we muft never court irreligious Men by
wrong Compliances; never contribute to
increafe their Power of doing Harm; never
defert our Duty, either for Fear of them, or
Favour from them. But then let us defend
both Religion and ourfelves, with that Fair-
nefs and Decency, as well as Courage, which
becomes our Funétion : acknowledge inge-
nuoufly whatever can be alledged againft us
with Truth, only claiming equitable Al-
lowances; and where Charges are untrue,
yet ufe mild Expoftulations, not Reproaches;
and try to fhame our Oppofers by the
Reafonablenefs of what we fay, rather than
exafperate them by the Vehemence of it.
They indeed have little Caufe either to com-
plain or to triumph, if, under fuch grofs
Provocations as they give, our Tempers fome-=
3 times



. firft Charge to bis CLERG Y. 13

times fails: but we have great Caufe to do
our utmoft, that it fail not.

And if undue Severity of Speech muft be
forborn towards profefied Enemies; much
more to thofe, who may, for aught we
know, defign themfelves for Friends. In-
deed, when it is evident, that Men only put
on a Pretence of withing well to Chriitianity,
or the Teachers of it; and, whilflt they
affec to charge us with Uncharitablenefs for
queftioning their Sincerity, would defpife us
for believing them : there we muft be al-
lowed to fee what plainly appears; and to
fpeak of them, both as Adverfaries, and un-
fair ones. Or when Do@rines, whatever
the Intention of propagating them be, are in-
confiftent either with the Whole or any Part
of our Religion; it is no Uncharitablenefs,
but our Duty, to lay open the Falthood and
the Danger of them. Nay, fuppofing only
the legal Eftablithment of Religion, or fome
Branch of it, be attacked; yet the Attempt
may both be injurious enough to Us, and de-
trimental enough to the Public, to deferve
a vigorous Oppofition. * But to thew Paffion
and Bitterne(s in any of thefe Cafes; to take

Pleafure
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Pleafure in making Mens Miftakesor Defigns
thought worfe than they are ; tojudge harfhly
of them with Refpec to another World, or
expofe them to ill Ufage in this; to refufe
them due Allowances for human Infirmity,
or be more backward to own their Merits,
than to fee their Faults: fuch Behaviour, in-
ftead of promoting Truth, will prejudice the
Worldagaintt it ; will give Unbelievers dread-
ful Advantages, and for ever prevent that
Union amongft Chriftians, which would pro-
cure us, above all Things, the Efteem of Men,
and the Blefling of God. ‘

. From thefe improper Methods of fup-
porting Religion, let us now proceed to the
proper ones. And they will naturally fall
under the general Heads, of our Inftructions
and our Lives.

- Giving Inftru&ion requires Knowledge.
And therefore, as a competent Degree of it
is juftly expe@ed of Perfons, before they
enter into Holy Orders: fo, when they enter,
the Care of making a continual Progrefs in it
is folemnly promifed by them,and covenanted
for with them. What may be a very good
Beginning, is by no Means a fufficient Stock

to
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to go on with; and even that will leflen, if
no Pains be taken to increafe it. Continued
Application then is a Duty of Importance.
Perfons of lower Abilities and Attainments
are in Danger, without it, of being ufelefs and
defpifed: and they, who fet out with greater
Advantages, are bound to endeavour at doing,
in Proportion, greater Services to the Church
of God. Without Exception therefore, all
who are engaged in {o ferious an Employ-
ment as oyrs, if they have any Regard either
to their Duty or their Charalter, muft take
care not to be more remarkable for their Di-
verfions than their Studies ; nor indolently
to trifle their Time away, inftead of employing
it to good Purpofes. And though moft Parts
of Learning will be ufeful to us, and all Parts
ornamental ; yet we muft be fure to remem-
ber, what we have been folemnly admonithed
of, that no Attention to any Thing elfe, ought
ever to draw us away from the Purfuit of
fuch Knowledge, as is properly Theological.
For to excel in other Things, and be deficient
in that, cannot but caft a grievous Refle&ion;
cither on us, for not ftudying what we pro-
fefs ; ‘or on our Profeffion, as having little in

1t
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it worth ftudying. - Our principal Bufinefs
therefore muft be, to obtain a thorough Ac-
quaintance with the Chriftrian Faith: firft
- the Grounds, then the DoGrines of it. And
the previous Qualifications for attempting
this are, a due Knowledge of the Rules of
right Reafoning, and of the meral and religi-
ous Truths -which Nature teaches; of the
State of the World in its earlier Ages, and in
that when Chriftianity firft appeared. Thefe
Preparations being made, the great Thing re-
quifite in the next Place is a diligent Search
into Holy Scripture. For there it-is, that
both the authentic Syftem of our Belief, and
the chief Evidence for it, are exhibited to
our View. Scripture therefore, above all
Things, thelnfidel endeavours to ridicule; the
miftaken Chriftian, to wreft in Support of
his Errors: and if we defire, either to con-
fute them, or to fatisfy ourfelves ; our only
Way muft be, to underftand it well. For
which End it is quite neceffary, that we
make the original Language, at leaft of the.
New Teftament, familiar to us: and were
that of the Old more commonly fludied, the
Advantages would be very confiderable,

In
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~In order to fee clearly,” on what Grounds
our Belief flands; together with the facred
Volumes themfelves, the Writings of fauch
Icamed Perfons, as have prove ed their Autho-
rity, and vindicated their Accounts of Things,
mutft be carcfully read ; and attentively com-
pared ‘with thofe Objections againft them,
which have been revived of late, drefled up
with fo much Art, 2nd fpread abroad with fo
much Diligence. For in our prefent Circum-
flances we are always liable to be attacked :
and confider, what an unhappy Triumph it
would afford, fhould we be found unprovided
of a rational Defence. Itis very true, the ge-
neral Evidence, which we have for our Faith,
1s abundantly fufficient of itfelf, to overbalance
many Difficulties concerning it, and ever fo
many Cavils againft it. But yet our being
unqualified to give more particular Anfwers,
where they can be given; asindeed there are
few Cafes, where they cannot; may often
prove a great Reproach to Us, and 2 great
Stumbhnff—block to others.
Next tothe Grounds of Religion, the Doc-
trines of it, efpecxally the more important and

dxfputed ones, ought to be ftudied, with fuch -
B Diligence
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Diligence and Impartiality, as may beft difco-
ver to us the Nature of every Opinion, andthe
Force of every Argument: that fo we may
neither load Chriftianity with what doth not
belong to it; nor betray, inftead of defending
it, by giving up what doth; but faithfully
keep. that which _is committed to our Truft,
both entire and unmixed. To fecure this
grcat End, we muft ever adhere firictly to the
Word of God, fairly interpreted by the Help
of all fuch Means as Providence hath given
us; and carefully avoid, on the one Hand,
Fondnefs of Novelty; and, on the other,
over-great Reverence of Antiquity, efpecially
fuch as comes fhort of the earlieft. But
againft the former of thefe, it is peculiarly
needful to caution the rifing Generation ;

whom the Rathnefs of Youth, and the petu-
lant Spirit of the prefent Age, too often
hurries into a ftrange Vehemence for any
Imagmatxon, which they have happened to
take up; and prompts them to fly out againft
eftablithed Dodtrines, without having always
the Patience evep to underftand them. Such
thercfore fhould be exhorted to learn a pro=

¢ 1. Tim. vi, z0.

per
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per -Degree; "both of Silence and Sufpence,
till cooler Thought, -and farther Inquiry,
make them- fitter Judges: of Things.'~But
beﬁdes thofe Controverfies, : to which ' this
Caution chiefly relates; . that between the
Papifts and Us deferves at: prefent to-be well
fludied, by fuch of you, aslive in the Neigh-
bourhood of any. ' For feldom have they
‘fhewn . more Zeal orf ‘more Artifice, than of
late,/ in-their Attempts of making Profelytes.
And therefore it is of ;great Confequence, that
we providc ourfelves againftithem, with a {uf-
ﬁcncnt Kno .vlcdoe -of- their real Do&rines,
" their moft fpecious Pleas, and the proper An-
fiwers tothem. Another Subjeét; with-which
we -ate ~concerned “to- be:well 2cquainted, is
what relates to the Government and Worhip,
Difcipline .and ' Eftablithmént of our” own
Chusch. - Different Parts of ouir Ecclefiafti-
cal, Conftitution. are frequéntly cenfured, by
different Sorts of Perfons;with very different
Views :, though indeed the moft oppofite of
them have appeared, for fome Time,. unac-
countably: difpofed to’ unite againftus; and
Believers to join with Infidels in ufing their
Chriftian. Brethren ill. . It may thercfore be

Ba of
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of great Ufe, to inform ourfelves diligently
concerning every Thing of this Nature, which
is fpoken of to our Prejudice ; and be always
ready to thew the genuine State of the Cafe,
with -Mildnefs and Fairnefs. But no Con~
troverfies, however needful, muft be fuffered
to_divert our Attention from what is of all
Things the moft needful, the Study of prac-
tical Religion, and of 'the common Duties of
Life. 'Thefe are the Things, which Man-
kind -are moft apt to fail in, and moft con-
cerned not to fail in:* and therefore fpending
much Time upon them, obtaining a thorough
Infight irto ‘them, and having a deep Senfe
of them, is 'the very Foundation--of doing
Good, both to others and to our own Souls.
A competent Provifion of Knowledge be-
ing fuppofed, the next Thing is communi-
cating it to thofe who are under‘our Care, in
fuch Manner as their Circumftances require.
The Proofs of Religion, both-natural and
revealed, all Men fhould be taught, and efpe-
clally at prefent, in the moft intelligible and
convincing Manner.” As for the Objetions
againft either : fuch ‘as it may be fuppofed
they chave thought or heard of, fhould ‘be
g diftin&tly
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diftin&@ly anfwered ; but the reft obviatedonly,
2s Occafion offers. For to enter into them
farther, would be mifpending Time. = Next
to the Truth of Religion, they thould have
its Importance laid before them. The Ne-
ceflity of a moral Life moft Men will own
in general Terms: only what they are
pleafed to call fo, is often a very immoral
one, both with Refpect to their Fellow-Crea-
tures, and theGovernment of themfelves. But
Regard to Piety is ftrangely loft, even amongft
Perfons, that are otherwife tolerably ferious.
Many have laid afide all Appearances of it:
and others, who would feem to keep them
up, do it with evident Marks of Indifference
and Contempt. It fhould therefore be in-
duftrioufly fhewn and inculcated, that an in-
ward Senfe of Love-and Duty to God,
founded on juft Conceptions of him, and
expreffing itfelf in frequent Acts of Worthip,
conftant Obedience and Refignation to him,
is in Truth 2be firf and great Commandment *,
the principal and moft important of moral
Obligations. But then, befides thofe In-
ftances of Piety, which Reafon scquires of

- ¢ Matt. xxi. 38,

B3 us,
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us, therc are others, founded on Rc‘latlons
equally real, and confcquently deferving cqual
Regard, enJoxned by Revelation. ‘The utmoft
Care therefore ought to be ufed, confidering
the prefent Difpofition of the World, to con-
vince Mern of what Moment the Do&rinesand
Duties of the Gofpel are. ~T'o make Reafon
fufficient for Nothmg in Rellgnon, 1s to'over-
turn evéry Thing. But to infifton its Infuffici-
ency for many moft valuable Purpofes, which
Revelation is fully fofficient for, and on the
Neceflityof obferving whatever God hath
thought fit to. command, this is doing but
common Juftice, though a very feafonable
Picce of ‘Juftice, to the Doftrine of our Blefled
Saviour, and the Authority of our Maker. '
“When once Men are brought to under-
ftand the Valueof Chriftianity, thenext Thing
is, to give them a proportionable Solicitude
for it: to make them obferve, how vifibly the
Belief and Pra&ice of it decay, and howdread-
ful tthonfequcnces mutitbe, and are: tofthew
them, that Religion is not the Concem of the
Clergy mercly, but the common Concern of
All Men; the great Thmg, on which pubhc
and pnvatc Happmefs dcpcndsmthls Life, ag
wcll
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well as eternal Felicity in the nex¢: 'thdt
therefore, if they have any Value for thefe im=
portant Interefts, they muft take the neceflary
Means ‘of fecuring them: -their Children,
their Servants and Dependants muft be dili~
gently watched over and inftructed s private
Devotion muft be pratifed, Family-Worfhip
revived, -and the Service of God in the
Church regularly and ferioufly attended upon.
For laying afide thefe Things hath almoft ba-
nifhed Religion from amongft us: and No-
thing, but reftoring them, can bring it back,
Piety is indeed feated in the Heart: but to
give it no Vent in outward Expreflion, is to
ftifle and extinguith it. Negleéting the pub-
lic Exercife of Religion, is deftroying the
public Regard to it: and teaching Men to
defpife their own Form of Religion, is enough
very often to make them defpife it under any
Form. : b

- Great Pains have been taken by our Ad-
verfaries to give the World an ill Opinion of
religious Inftru&ion: and we muft take equal
Pains to give them a good one of it; by re~
prefenting to them, both the natural Influence
it hath, and the divine Authority that enjoins

B4 it,
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jt.” Butafter all, the only effe@ual Conviction
will be that of Experience. And therefore
the chief Pointis, to endeavour that Men
may feel the Benefit of our teaching : fecl at
leaft, that it is their own Fault, not ours,. if
they do not become the wifer, the better and
happier for it. To this End, we muft all dwell
often and ftrongly on the great Duties, and
great Failures of Duty in common Life : firft
explaining the Obligations of Religion fo as
that they may be pra@ifed; then infitting on
it, that they muft: entering into the Particu-
lars of each with fuch Plainnefs, that every
one may clearly fee his own Faults laid before
him; yet with fuch Prudence, that no one
may fo much' as imagine bimfelf perfonally
pointed at: and taking the firiGeft Care, that
no Part of what we fay may feem in the leaft
to procced from our own Paffions, or our own
Interefls; butall appear evidently to flow from
atrue Concern for the Good of thofe that hear
us.. Diligent Confideration, what our Subject
and our feveral Chara&ers will bear usout in,
muft dire¢t us, when to give our Judgment
with Diffidence, when to lay Strefs upon it ;
' n
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in what Cafes to exbort svith all Long-fuffer-
ing °; in what, to rebuke with all Autborsty!.
But which{oever we do, neither our Language
thould be florid, nor our Manner theatrical ;
for thefe Things only raife an ufelefs Admira-
tion in weak Perfons, and produce great Con-
tempt in judicious ones. Nor yet on the other
Hand, fhould our Exprefiions be mean, or
our Behaviour lifelefs: but both muft be
_ {fuitable to the Employment we are upon;
both be fuch as come naturally from theHeart
of the Speaker, and therefore will naturally
move that of the Hearer,

To this our public Teaching it will be a
great Help, and indeed a valuable Part of it,
if we perform the feveral Offices of our ex-
cellent Liturgy devoutly and properly : neither
with an irreverent Precipitation, nor a tedi-
ous Slowne(s; neither in a flat and languid
Manner, nor yet with an affeGed Livelinefs,
or a Vehemence ill-placed or over-done: but
{0 as may beft exprefs the Seafe and the Im-
portance of what we read; and, by fhewing
our own Attention to it, engage that of all
around -us.

f 2 Tim, iv, 2, £ Tie. 3. 13-

Befides
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* Befides our general Inftructions, it s very
needful, that we give the Youth under our
Cnre, in parncular, an early Knowledge and
Lovc of Religion, that may abide with them;
and ftand the Trials, to which' their riper
Years will of Courfe be expofed. I hope you
are all diligent in that “moft ufeful Work of
Catechlzmg and have done your utmoft to
prepare for Confirmation, thofe whom you
prefent tome. And I earneltly recommend it
to you, that the good Impreflions, which
may well be fuppofed to have been made upon
their Minds at this Seafon, be net fuffered to
wear off again; but be improved into fettled
Habits of Relmon and Virtue, by ftill far=
ther Exhortations, and leading them, as foon
as poflible, to the Holy Communion. = But,
though ‘all the Youth deferve our peculiar
Attention; yet if any of them be educated in
Charity-_Sehools under- our Infpetion, for
thefc we fhould think” ourfelves ftill more
nearly concerped, than for the reft; and, by
firft taking Care, to have them taught what-
ever is proper, and Nothing elfe, then making
known the good Management they are under,
- put an End: to thofe Accufations, . of their
learning
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learning Idlenefs and Pride, Superftition and
Difloyalty; which may have been, fometimes
ane of them, fometimes another, in fome
_D¢érce deferved ; but have been carried with
a wicked Induftry moft fthamefully beyond
Truth, .and leflened the Credit of this ex~
cellent Inftitution, even with many good
Perfons, to the great Detriment of Chrif-
tianity.

Another very ufeful Method of {preading
the Knowledge of Religion, and teaching
Men a ferious Regard to it, is by diftributing,
or procuring to be diftributed, fuch pious
Books, efpecially to the poorer Sort, as are
beft fuited to t_Beir Capacities and Circum-
ftances. For there is great Variety of them
to be had: and at fo very low Prices, that
much Good may be done this Way to con~
ﬁcferable Numbers at once, in a moft accept-
able Manner, for a trifling Expence.

But Nothing will contribute more to make
our public Inftru@ions effe@ual, than private
Converfation, directed with Prudence to the
fame End. The better we are known to Per-
fons, the greater Influence we may hope to
have upon them: and the better we know

them,
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them, the more dxfhné‘dy we fhall fee how to
make Ufeof that Influence to good Purpafes.
By reprefenting proper Truths, at fit Times,
with 2 modeft Freedom, we may very much
" abate the Prejudices of Men, who have any
Fairnefs rémaining, both againft Religion and
ourfelves :* at leaft we may prcvail on them,
forthe Sake of public Order, .and Example,
to keep within the Boundsof Decency ; and
fo prevent their doing Harm, if we cannot
make them Good. Perfons, that err in par-
ticular Points of Do&rine, friendly Difcourfe
may fhew us what led theminto their Miftakes,
and enable us to lead them out again. Such
as diffent from our Church Government and
Worthip, talking amicably with them, and
behaving in the fame Manner towards them,if
it doth notimmediately bring them over, may
however bring them nearer to us, both in
Judgment and AffeGtion.  Sucl. as are faulty
in their moral Condu&,ferious and affetionate
Remonftrances, given in private and kept pri-
vate, and joined with a Tendernefs to their
Chara&ers in public, may often do a great
deal towards reforming them; and fooner or
later, the Seed thus fown may {pring upin their
Hearts,
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Hearts,andproduce happy Fruits. ‘We fhould
not indeed prefs upon Perfons,when there is no
other Profpe& than that of provoking them:
butwe ought towatchall Opportunities,whil(t
there is any Hope lcft; and not only make it
otr Endeavour ‘to ‘convert the Miftaken and
Vicious, -but ftir up the Negligent to ferious
Thought; and the Good themfelves to moare
‘eminent Goodnefs. ‘Efpecially fich Perfons of
Rank and Influence, as we find well difpofed,
thefe “we utt earneftly excite to appear and
give ‘Countenance to the Caufe of Religion,
ever remembering thatawful’Declaration of
our bleffed Lord: Whefeever fhall be afbaried of
e and of my Wordsin this adulterous and fin~
JuliGeneration, of bint alfs fball the Son of Man
be afbamed, when be cometh in the Glory of bis
Father,with the boly Angels®.© We muft con-
vince them of 'the urgent Neecfiity there is,
for interpofing in Behalf of Piety and Virtue':
and-fuggeﬁio them ‘the Means for engaging
with ‘Succefs in this excellent Employment.
Yet muftwe never fpend fo much of our At
tention on the higher Partof the World, as

& Mark vi. 58,

2 1

to
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1o give the leaft"Sufpicion of neglecting the

lower; whofe Number is fo much larger,

whofe Difpofitions are ufually fo much more

favourable toReligion,and whofeeternal Hap=~
pinefs is of equal Importance to Them,-and
ought to be of equal Concern to Us: but we
muft prove we are in carneft in our Work,
by . making ‘it our Care, as it was our Ma-
fter’s, that the Poor have the Gofpel preached
tothem®. And one Opportunity of preaching
it with fingular Advantage, both to the Poor
and the Rich, is when Sicknefs brings near to

them the View of another Life. At fome
~"Times ‘indeed the Sick may be incapable of
attending to Exhortations: at others they may
be endangered bythem: and atall Timesgreat

Prudcnce 18 reqmﬁte, to avoid the Extremes,

of terrifying orindulging them too much.
But, provided dae Caution be ufed in thefe

Refpeéts; laying before them what they ought
to be, and reminding’-them to confult their

own Confciences. what they have been, is a

moft likely Method of exciting in them fuch
AffeGions and Refolutions at that Seafon of

b Matt. xi. §-

Recol-

io,
o

[}
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Recollection and Senoufnefs as, through the
Blcﬁing of Heaven, may produce the happicft
Eﬁ:e&s’ J5e0 S eies ] 4
_ To thefe exccllcntOfﬁces thereforc we mu&
all of s chearfully apply ourfelves, cach in
fuch Degree as his Statign requires. . If they
do require Pains,. if they do take up Time, if
they are- inconfiftent with agrecable Amufe-
ments, and even interrupt, ufeful Studies of
otheerdS, yet this is the Bofinefs which we
havefolemnly chefen, and the Vows of Godare
upon us: it is the moft important and moft
honourable, it ought to be the moft dclzght-
fu] too of all Employments and therefore we
have every Reafon not to feck the Means of
evadmg our Duty, but of fulfilling it; and
each to zake the Qverfight of the Flock of Ged,
committed to him, #e# by Conffraint, but wil-
lingly'. For if we only juft do what we can be
punifhed by our Superiors for-negleting, we
mufl neither expeé Succefs nor Reward.

But then to fecure either, the chief Thing
requlﬁte, is ftill behind :-that our own Tem-
pers and Lives be fuch, as we fay thofe of
o'th'er; Perfons fhould, For if we, whoteach

11 Petew. 2.

Religion,
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Rel@on, live, or fuffer our Famlhcs to live,
with Tittle or rio Senfe of Religion, what can
we poflibly expect, but that Men will improve
{o palpable an Advantage againft us to the ut-
moft: will argue, that we believe not our own
Doé’crmc, and therefore it-deferves no Belief:
or; we ?raé’txﬁ: not ‘our own Precepts, and
therefore they canriot be pra&ifed ? Thus we
fhall increafe that Infidelity and Wickednefs,
which our Bufinefs isto oppofe.. T'oo much of
it 'will be really owing to us: and the Whole
will belaiduponus. ‘The Enemiesof Religion
will have the beft Pretence in the World to
ruin us: and the Friends of it will grow uncon-
cerned for us, and ready to give us up to them.
But, were thefe Confequences not to follow,
ftill very bad ones mutt follow. Men, irreli-
gious or vicious themfelves, cannot be hearty
in oppofing Irreligion and Vice : they cannot
do it with Boldnefs, if they were hearty: and
could they be ever fo bold, it muft fit much
too‘ill upon them, to have any good Effect.
Wrong-minded Perfons will be furnithed with
‘the moft: plauﬁble Excufe imaginable for dif-
, tegarding them intirely: and the r:gbteﬁ—
mmded Perfons that ever- were, cannot, if
they
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they would, regard them as they ought. This
will be the Cafe, even with Refpeét to their
public Teaching: and as for private Ad~
moni;fons, they will feldom have the Face to
venture upon them, and never fucceed in
them: whereas every Word, that comes
from an exemplary Man, hath great Weight;
and his bare Example is moft valuable In-
ftru&ion of itfelf. But, were a bad Life not
to hinder at all the Succefs of our Miniftry;
yet we muft remember, it will abfolutely
hinder the Salvation of our Souls: and fub-
je&us to'that forer Punifkment, of which bemay
well be thought worthy, who, feacking otbers,
teacheth not bimfelf, bat through breaking the
Latw difbonoureth God".

-Nor is it fufficient by any Means for us to
be guilty of no Vice. ‘This is fmall Praife,
for one of our Order.. We are bound to be
Patterns of the moft diligent Prattice of Vir-
tue, and the ftriteft Regard to Religion: and
we fhall never make others zealous for what
we ourfelves appear indifferent about. Itis
very ‘true, that, peculiarly in our Cafe,  the
Generality of the World both cxpeé and find

X Heb. x. z9.  Rom. ii. 21, 23.

C Fault,
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Fault,_‘ quite beyond Reafon : and doubtlefs
they are much to blame in doing fo. But
then furely we are no lefs to blame, if, when
we know the Severity, with which our Con-
du& will be examined, we do not watch over
it_with equal Severity ourfelves ; and take
the only Way to be looked on as good Men,
that is, being fuch undeniably. And who-
» ever hath a due Senfe ot this Obligation, will
confcientioufly ad/fain, not only from all Evil,
but, all Appearance of it too'. Such a one,
for Inftance, far from ever offending againft
Temperance, will be noted for it : and think
the Imputation of being mighty to drink
Wine » almoft as infamous, as that of being
overcome by it. Far from being guilty of
Indecency in his Behaviour or Difcourfe, he
will keep at a Diftance from every Thing
liable to the Conftruction of it. Far from
being remarkable for. Luxury and Deli-
cacy in_his Manner of living or appear-
ing, he will be fure to preferve himfelf,
on all Occafions, - at leaft as remote from
Indulgence, as he is from Aufterity. And
though he will never difguft the Perfons,
V1 Thefl. v. 22, m If, w 22,
; : with
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with - whom he converfes, by a Gravity
affe@ted or ill timed: yet he will be equally
careful, never to expofe himfelf, by a Light=
nefs_of Carriage unbecoming his Fun&ion ;
nor Iét any Thing be a Part of his Character,
much lefs a ditinguithing Part, that can
only tend to lower it. For we can never
be ufeful, if we are defpifed: and we fhall
be defpifed, if we will give Opportunities
for it. Even they who feem well pleafed
with us will think meanly of us inwardly;
and perhaps of the whole Order, for our
Sakes. .

Yet at the fame Time, we fhall be greatly
miftaken, if we aim to avoid Centempt by
Haughtinefs: which will only add Hatred
to it. Our Rule therefore muft be, to ex-
prefs, -in every Thing, Condefcenfion to the
lower Part of the World, without being im-
properly familiar; and Refpe& to the upper,
without being fervile: recommending our-
felves at once to the Love and Efteem of
both by a mild Kind of Dignity and in-
genuous Simplicity, kept up through our
whole Behaviour. Mildnefs of Temper is
the Duty of every Man: but efpecially re-

C:2 quired
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quired of Us”; - and abfolutely neceflary,
both " to_our prefervmg Regard, and doing
Service in the World. - Thercfore, whatever
Provocations we ‘meet with from thofe, a-
mongft whom we live, as indeed we often
meet with great ones, it'neither belongs to
our Character, nor will be for our Intereft,
to take Offence and exprefs Refentment;
but by Prudence and Patience to overcome
Bl “with good®. For we fhall often do it
this Way, and never any ether. - Inftead of
being engaged -in Enmities of our own, it
thould be our Endeavour to compofe the
Differences of other Perfons: not by inter-
meddling in their Affairs, when we are not
called toit; but by laying hold on every fit
Opportutity given us, for difpofing them to
a‘mutual good Opinion, where there is Room
for-it; or at leaft .to mutual ‘Good-will. .
Too many Occafions indeed for friendly In-
terpofition, our  unhappy Party-Difputes
furnifh us-with, had we no other. Entering
into thefe with Vehemence, and that Injuftice
which never fails'to accompany Vehemence,
= Matt. x, 16.. & Tim, iii, 3. 2 Tim. ii. 24. o Rom.

Rils 21
18
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is what all Men fhould avoid : -but wé, -who
muit caution them againft it, thould avoid it
with uncommeon Care: fhould religionfly
pay that Refpe& to every one, which is their
Due, efpecially to our Superiors ; . think well
of Mens Aions and Defigns, unlels we
have - evident Caufe to think otherwife;
judge with Modefty, where perhaps we are
not qualified to judge; and whatever our
Opinion be, preferve our Behaviour inoffen-
five: give the leaft Provocation, that may be,
to bad Méen of any Side; and a& in fuch
Manner, as may gain us, if pofiible, the
united Efteem of good Men of all Sides.
For theirs is the Friendthip, of which we
ought to be ambitious. = Familiarities with
profane and vicious Perfons, beyond what
neceflary Civility, or areal Profpe& of re-~
forming them requires, will, whatever we
may promife ourfelves from their Favour or
Intereft, always difcredit and weaken us in
general ; and much oftener prove hurtful,
than advantageous, to any of us in particular.
But to cultivate the good Opinion of the
wife and virtuous, to recommend ourfelves
to their ProteCion, and, whatever elfe they
€3 may

430937
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may differ about, engage their common Zeal
in the common Caufe of Religion ; this will
procure us both Security and Honour, and
~every Way promote the great Defign of our
Profeflion.

Another Point, on \Vthh our Charalter
will not a little depend, is our being, ina
reafonable Degree, difinterefted. A very large
Proportion indeed :of the Clergy have too
much Caufe to'endeavour at bettering their
Circumftinces: and ‘it is barbarous Treat-
ment, to accufe them for it, inftead of pity-
ing them. But over-great Solicitude and
Contrivance *for advancing ourfelves will
always' make JImpreflions ‘to our Prejudice,
let-our Condition be' ever fo low: though
defervedly much  ftronger Impreffions, in
Proportion as. it is higher. We fhall be
thought to have no Attention, but that, of
which we difcover too much : and the Truth
is, we cannot ferve two Mafters®. Nor will
it be fufficient, that we avoid the Charge of
immoderately defiring more ; unlefs we avoid
alfo that of Selfifhnefs, in the Management
of what we have already: a Matter, in which

® Matth. vi, 24.
it
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it is very ‘difficalt, and yet very important,-
to give no offence. 'We are bound, both to
thofe ‘who belong to us, and thofe who fhall
‘come after us, to-take a'propcr Care of our
lega.l Dues: and preferve them faithfully
‘from the Encroachments of fuch, as tell us
very truly, that we ought not to be worldly-
minded; but forget, what is equally true, that
they themfelves ought not to be fo. But
thenthe ftrongeft Reafons of all Kinds oblige
us, never to make unjuft or litigious Claims;
never to do any Thing, either hard and
‘rigorous, or mean and fordid : to thew, that
“we defire always the moft cafy and amicable
Method of ending Difputes; and whatever
Method we may be forced to take, never to
let any Thing force us into the leaft Degree
of Unfairnefs, Paflion or Ill-will ; but endea-
vour, by all Inftances of friendly Behaviour,
to win, if poffible, upon the Perfon we have
to do with; at leaft to convince every Body
elfe, how very far we-are from intending
Wrong to Him, or any one.
AndNothing will contribute more, to
acquit us from the Sufpiciou of being felfith
in our Dealings with other Perfons; than

e : C 4- aP-:
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approving ourfelves charitable to thePoor:
.a Virtue which becomes us fo extremely, and
is fo peculiarly expeded from us, and will .
-give us fo valuable an Influence; that we
thould willingly ftraighten ourfelves in almoft
any Thing befides, that to the full Propoxtion
of our Abilities, we may abound in giving
Alms. And together . with this, would we
but, each in his Station, ;take the beft Care
we ‘can to fee Juftice done them in that
Provifion, which the Law hath intended
for them, it would generally prove.a much
more confiderable ‘Beggfa&ion, than all that
we are able to beflow ‘on them of our
own.®
‘To the above-mentioned Inftances of right
Condu& we mult always add, what will
render . them very: engaging, the occafional
kind Ofﬁces of goad Neighbourhood ; with a
decent Hofpltalxty alfo, if our Circumftances
will permit it: and then, notwithftanding
the Cenfures of thofe, who complain that we
are of little Ufe, and endeavour to make us of
none 3 we may furely well hope to do Service
t0.:God, and be eftecmed of Men : efpecially
if, together with fo exemplary a Bebaviour
towards
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towards others, we are friendly and compaf-
fionate, candid and equitable amongft our~
{elves. V

Great Injuftice, I am fatisfied, is done us
on this Head: and many groundlefs Accu~
fations brought confidently againft us, by
Perfons, who neither enquire into Fa&ts, nar
confider Circumftances. But there are few
Things, in which it concerns us more, to
clear curfelves where we are innaocent, and
to amend ourfelves where we are faulty.
Far {o long as we are thought in the World,
cither infolent to our inferior Brethren in
general, or void of Generofity and Pity to
fuch of them as we employ; we muft not
éxpc& to receiye better Treatment, than we
are underftood to give. And if we are be-
lieved to-be chargeable, beyond other Men,
with mutoal Bitternefs and Vehemence,
when any Kind.of Controverly rifes amongft
us; this too is a Charaer, fo very different
from that which ought to be ours, that the
utmoft Care thould be taken to guard againft
it, Not that we are obliged, either to {peak
of or behave to Men of bad vaes, or bad
Pnncxples, as if they were gocd ones, bc-
caufc
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“caufe unhappily they belong to our Order,
“Making no Diftin@ion would be on all Ac-
counts wrong : and making a proper Diftinc-
“tion will be very ufeful. ' But then we fhould
“never “think ‘worfe of onr Brethren, than
“Evidence forces us; never "publi(h our ill
‘Opinion, witheut fufficient Reafon ; nor ex-
“ceed, when we do publith it the Bounds of
Moderation : “ we fhould- be ready to thew
“them “all fitting Kindnefs, “even whilft they
continue blameable; and receive them back
‘with the moft charitable Tendernefs, when
‘théy ‘return to their Duty.  For there is no
“Manner of Need, that we fhould give either
fo much Advantage or fo much Pleafure to
the Adverfaries of Religion, as to let them
“fee thofe, who thould be the Joint-defenders
«of “it, engaged- in domeftic Wars: and
‘bringing fuch Charges, and raifing fuch Pre-
judices, ‘one againft another, that it is hard
to fay, whether believing or difbelieving our
“mutual Accofations will make the World
think worfé of us. ' Our blefled Lord there-
" “fore, after reminding his Difciples, that z4ey
were the Salt of the Earth; were defigned,
by the' Purity of their Doctrine -apd Ex-
; ample,
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ample, to keep others from Corruption;
and after giving them that -prophetic
Warning, which we fhall find Men zealous
to fulfil, that if the Salt have Ioft its Savour,
it fhall be caff out and trodden under Foot*;
refuming the fame Figure at another Time,
concludes his Exhortation thus, Have Sa/t
in yourfelves, and have Peace one with ano-
ther’.

To thefe Things, Brethren, if we have
any Concern for the Interefts of Religion or
our own, we muft always induftrioufly at-
tend ; but efpecially in fuch Times, as by no
Means admit of Negligence or Mifmanage-
ment. Yet vain will our beft Endeavours be,
unlefs we conftantly add to them our fervent
Prayers, that God would enable and ftrength-
en, both Us, and all that ferve him in the
Gofpel of his Son, to perform our Duty with
Faithfulnefs and Succefs. For we are not
Sufficient to think any Thing of ourfelves: our
Sufficiency is of God'. What therefore we
ought, every one of us, to beg of him at all
Times, let us all at prefent jointly addrefs to

Matth, v, 13, * Markix. so. ¢ 2 Cor.iii. 5.
5 him
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him for, in the comprehenfive and expreflive
.Words. of our public Service.

Alnighty and everlafing God, by whofe Spirit
the whole Body of the Church is governed
and. fancl; ified ; receive our Supplzcm‘wm
and Prayers, which we offer before thee
Jor all Eftatesof Men in thy boly Church;
that every Member of the fanse, in bis Vo-
cation and Minifiry, may truly.and godly
Jerve thee, through our Lord and Saviour

efus Chriff. Amen'.

t Second Colle& for Good Fridays,

A CHARGE
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. Reverend Brethren,

‘ N Yy HEN I bad firft the Pleafure of
meeting you, being very much a
Stranger, I could only lay before

you fuch general Admonitions as appeared to

be feafonable in this unhappy Age of Irreli-
gion and Libertinifm. But having now ob-
tained a fuller Acquaintance with Things,
chicfly from your Anfwers to my printed

Engquiries, which have given me many Rea- .

{ons to cfteem and refpe& you; I fhall at

prefent defcend into fome farther Particulars:

and confidering you, not merely as Minifters
of the Gofpel at large, but as Minifters of
the feveral Parithes in which you officiate,
remind you of fome plain Dire@ions for

your doing it morz. fuccefsfully: which I

thall deliver with lefs Diffidence, and you

will receive with greater Regard, for their .

being chiefly fuch as have been often recom-

mended
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mended with good Effe& on fuch Occafions®
as this.

I begin with.one of the loweft in Appear-
ance, but not the leaft important of ecclefi-
aftical Employments: Catechizing the Chil~
dren under your Care.

The Catechifm confifts of the fundamental
Articles of Chriftian Faith and Pra&ice.
Without learning thefe we know not fo much
as what it is we profefs to be; and there is
great Danger that'unlefs' Perfons learn them
at'firft; they will riever learsi themthoroughly :
but only piek up from: what they'hear or
read; unconnelted and fometimes ill grounded
Notions; that’ will never’ unité into a com-=
plete or a' confiffent’' Form' of found Doc-
trine:* as'I apprehend we have had t60' much
Experience. The Rubric therefore requires,
that every Perfon learn the Catéchifin before bis
Confirmation's and the 5gth Canon, that every
Incimbent fball exantine and infirutt the young
and ‘ignorant “of bis Parifb in it jfor balf an
Hour < or more-every Sunday. *Every fecond
Sunday had been appointed before : but that
I fuppofe was judged afterwards infufficient.
Not that a ftrict Obfervation of this Rule was

probably -
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probably expefted, during the Winter Sea-
fon, in the Generality of Country Parifhes, or
where the Children being few were more
eafily taught. But plainly it was intended,
that -how much Time foever was needful to
do this Work well, fhould be faithfully em-
ployed init. I thank God, there are very few
Places in this Diocefe, and I hope there will
foon be none, where Catechizing is omitted.
But I obferve thatin many it is practifed only
during Lent. Now I thould apprehend that
the Summer Seafon would in general be much
more convenient both for the Minifter and
the Congregation. But at leaft the Space of
a2 few Weeks is by no Means fufficient to fix
the Knowledge of their Chriftian Duty fo
firmly in the Minds of young People, but
that in the many Months which pafs from
the End of one Lent to the Beginning of ano-
ther, a great Part of it will be to learn again.
Therefore whenever this Exercife is begun,
it thould be continued much longer: and
whenever the conftant Repetition of it is left
off, it fhould be occafionally refumed for a
Sunday or two, at proper Diftances of Time.

D Another
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Another Defe@ in fome Places is, that
barely the Words of the Catechifm are taught
without any Expofition. Now the very
plaineft Expreffions in it will ‘need to be
varied into others that are equivalent: elfe
Children will too often learn nothing but
the Sound: and unlefs this Danger, which
is a very great one, be guarded againft, you
will have fpent both their Pains and your
own to but fmall Purpofe. Befides, all Sci-
ences have their Terms, which muft be in-
terpreted to Beginners: and fome of thofe
in the Catechifm are figurative ones; very
prudently ufed, as they comprehend in alittle
Compafs much Meaning, and lead to the
underftanding of the fame Figures in Scrip-
ture ; but undoubtedly ufed on Purpofe to be
explained: without which they are liable to
make either no Impreffion, or a wrong one.
And farther ftll, a Syftem fo fhort as to be
learnied by Heart, muft have Need, were it ever
fo clear, tobe enlarged on ; the Proofs of its
Truth, the Conne&ions and Tendency of its
Doérines, the Ufe and Extent of its Precepts
to be fhewn: and therefore fince the Ca-
non
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non with great Reafon enjoins, not only that
you examine, but inftrut the Children in
their Catechifm, I hope you will think this
a very needful Part of that Inftru&ion. As
to the Mannerof it, that may be different,
not only in different Places, but in the fame
at different Times. Sometimes a continued
Difcourfe of fome Length may be requifite :
as it will lay before the adult Part of your
Parithioners a methodical Summary of Chrif-
tian Dolrine; which they often want very
much for themfelves, and will thus be enabled
to teach fomething of to their Children, af-
ter they have heard it together from you.
Sometimes a curfory Expofition of the
more difficult Expreflions may deferve the
Preference. But afking the Children Quefti-
ons, relating to each Part, and procuring them
to learn Texts of Scripture confirming each,
will be always beneficial. The Words of
the Catechifm itfelf may be very ufefully
broken into fhorter Queftions and Anfiwers :
to which others may be added out of any one
of the many good Expofitions that have been
made public. Only you fhould endeaveur
as foon and as much as you can to make this ’
Dz a Trial
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a'Trial snd 1. provement ¢/ the Underftand-
ing, as well as the Memory of you .z P:ople,
by afking fuch Things as they thould reply
to in' Words of their own; making that eafy
to them in every poffible Way. And indeed,
if many of your Queftions were formed to be
anfwered merely by affirming or denying, it
would be a very good Method: and there
is an Expofition drawn up in that Manner.
I am fenfible that fome Clergymen are un-
happilyobliged toferve two Churches thefame
Afternoon : - who' may therefore plead, that
they have fcarce ever Time to hear the Chil-~
dren repeat their Catechifm, much lefs to ex-
plain it to them, And God forbid that any
needlefs Addition fhould ever. be made to
their Burthen. "But as T am fure they will be
defirous of doing what they are able, ina
Matter of this Importance, fo I thould hope
that in the”longer Days, at each of their
Churches alternately, they might hear the
Catechifm repeated one Sunday, and expound
Partof itanother, or hear only Part of it re-
peated, and expound that, or find fome Way
to prevent the intire Omiffion of fo neceffary a
Duty. And if thefe can doany Thing of this
Kind,
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Kind, there is no Doubt but others may eafily
do more.

But a farther Hindrance which I fear you
complain of too juftly is, that Parents and
Matfters are negligent in fending their Chil-
dren and Servants ; and the latter efpecially
are bothunwilling andoften athamed to come.
Now the Canon doth indeed make Provifion
for punithing fuch. But perfuading them
would be much happier. And furely in fo
clear a Cafe, well timed and well judged
Arguments, if perfifted in, muft do a great
deal. The Example of their Equals or their
Betters, if you have any under your Care
that are wife enough to fet a good one; or
however that of your own Families, may help
very much : and fuch little Rewards of good
Books, or other Encouragements as you can
give or procure for them, it may be hoped,
will completely prevail with them. At leaft
fuch as think they are either too old or too
confiderable to fay the Catechifm themfelves,.
may be greatly improved by hearing others
repeat, and you explain it,

But in fome few Places it is pleaded, that
the Children cannot read, and their Parents

D3 either
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either cannot or will not get them taught,
and therefore the Foundation for their learn-
ing -the Catechifm is wanting. But f{urely
fome Perfon might be found, within a mo-
derate Diftance from every Place, to whom
Parents might be induced, at leaft if fome-
thing were contributed towards it, to fend
their Children to be inftructed thus far, Or
at the worft, they who cannot read might
eafily by Degrees learn fo much as the Cate-
chifm by Heart : efpecially as the three main
Parts of it are in every Sunday’s Prayers.
The Incapacity of reading was almoft ge-
neral at the Time of the Reformation: yet
even in thofe Days the Clergy were able to
teach firft ‘Parents and Houfholders, then
by their Means Children and Servants, the
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Com-
mandments: and afterwards the reft of the
Catechifm. Now fince that grofs Darknefs
hath been fo far enlightened, it cannot be im-
pracicable to difpel the Remains of it.
After due Inftruéion follows Confirmati-
on: an Appointmentderived down from A pof-
tolical Pra&tice; and of fuch acknowledged
Ufefulnefs, that in the Times of Confufion, a
hundred
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hundred Years ago, when Bifhops were re-
je@ed, fome of their Adverfaries took upon
them to perform this Part of their Funéion :
and within thefe few Years the Church of
Geneva hath reftored it in the beft Manner
their Form of Church Government will ad-
mit, and added an Office for it to their Litur-
gy. Inourown Church the ancient Efteem
of this Inftitution is, generally fpeaking, fo
well preferved, that I hope the Defire of being
confirmed may not a little ftrengthen that of
being inftruted, as the only Way toit. And
yet I muft obferve, that the Numbers from
fome Parithes have been in Proportion very
fmall. 'This may not have arifen from any
Neglect in the Minifter: but as it ought to
incline me to make the Opportunities of Con-
firmation as convenient as I am able; fo it
ought to incline you, agreeably to the Nature
of your Fun&ion, and the exprefs Diretionof
the 61t Canon, to ufe your beft Endeavours,
that your Parifhioners may gladly take thofe
Opportunities, ~ Yet I muft entreat you
to endeavour at the fame Time, that none be
brought, but thofe who, to fpeak in the
Language of the Rubric, are come to Years

D 4 of
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of Diféretion, who have learned, not the Words
only, but in a competent Degree, the Meaning
of what was promifed for them in Baptifm ;
who can fay with Serioufnefs and Truth,(what
furely clfe they ought not.to fay at all,) that
in the Prefence of God and theCongregationthey
.ratify and confirm the fame in their own Per-
Jens s and who therefore are hkely to have
ufeful and lafting Impreffions made on them
by this Solemnity. Undoubtedly fome ar-
rive at this Capacity fooner than others, and
therefore I have mentioned the Age of Four-
teen, not with a Defign of abfolutely tying
you down ty1t; but as being, for the moft
part, full early enough ; and that, where you
fee it requifite, you may, without giving Of-
fence yourfelves, oppofe my Order to the in-
dxfcreet Forwardnefs of Parents; whom how-
ever, I hope, it will make ealy, to affure
them, as I give you Authority, that fo long’
as it pleafes God to continue my Health and
Strength Confirmations fhall be frequent in’
every Part of this Diocefe. I muft alfo de-~
fire that you will carefullyinftruét thofe whom
you do bring, in the whole Nature of the In-
Ritution, and particularly in this, amongft
other
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other more important Points, that they are
never to be confirmed any more than baptized

a fecond Time : that you will direct them to
make the proper Anfwers audibly through the
Whole of the Office, which many of them
feem to have no Notion of, though it is fo
neceffary in the Nature of the Thing, and
tends fo much both to fix their Attention, and
to give the Solemnity a decent and edifying
Appearance. You will caution them likewife
not to crowd forward and incommode each
other, ufing this Argument for one, that the
whole Number who come in at the fame
Time, will be difmifled at the fame Time
alfo: and laftly you will prefs it ftrongly
upon their Minds, that what they promife at
their Confirmation, they are to remember and
keep to their Lives End. I have already de-
fired of you, on thefe Occafions, a Lift of fuch
as you judge qualified ; that {o the Numbers
and Perfens may be known: of this you
would do well to keep a Copy yourfelves, and
if it were written alphabetically, both you
and I fhould be able to confult it upon the
Spot more eafily. For the abovementioned
Canon, the 611, plainly directs your Attend-

ance
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ance along with your Parifhioners; to take
efpecial Care (for fo the Words run) that
none be prefented but fuch as you know are fit.
And as your being prefent to approve or dif-
approve muft needs increafe your Influence
and Authority amongft your People; it muft
likewife make the Difcharge of my Duty fo
very much eafier and more ufeful, that I beg
you will never let me be without your Af=
fiftance in this Work, as you fhall never
be without mine in any Thing. And for"
this Purpofe when Confirmations are on a
Sunday, which is the Time I fhall ufually
pitch upon, for the Convenience of the Peo-
ple, excepting at the Places of my Vifitation,
~ you may omit for that Day the Morning or
the Evening Prayers as you fee Occafion. I
have not indeed hitherto been able to effe&,
what ‘would greatly fhorten your Labour,
calling up your feveral Parithes in their Order
feparately.  But T fhall be very glad to do it,
as foon as ever you can introduce this Order
amongft them, which I earneftly recommend
to you: and I hope a continued Frequency
of Confirmations will foon make that fea-
fible without Difficulty here, which is now
practifed
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pradtifed conftantly in the populous Cities of
London and Wefiminfter.

From Confirmation Perfons ought to be
led on, if poffible, before the Impreflions of
it are much weakened, to the holy Sacra-~
ment: and it is one material Reafon why
Confirmation fhould not be too early, that
with a little farther Inftru&tion given foon
after it, yeu may eafily bring them, fuch as
they ought to be, to the Lord’s Table : which
may prove a much harder Matter, when once
they have been a good While out of your
Hands. The fmall Proportion of Commu-
nicants which I find there is in moft of your
Congregations, and very fmall in fome, muft
undoubtedly (as this Ordinance is appointed
for all Chriftians, and for a ftanding Means
of Grace to all) be a Subje&t of very great
Concern to you. And though it is too true,
that the Generality of the World, and per-
haps the lower Sort beyond others, are incre-
dibly otftinate in their Prejudices, efpecially
in fuch as at all favour corrupt Nature: yet
our complaining of thefe Prejudices is not
enough; but labouring to overcome them is
our Bufinefs, and we are not to grow weary

of
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of it. Some imagine that the Sacrament
belongs only to Perfons of advanced Years,
or great Leifure, or high Attainments in Re-
ligion, and is a very dangerous Thing for
common Perfons to venture upon. Some
again difregard it ftupidly, becaufe others,
they fay, who do receive, are never the better
for it ; or becaufe their Friends before them,
or their Neighbours about them never re-
ceived at all, or not till fuch an Age: and
why fhould .they? You will therefore re-
prefent - to them, that whoever receives
without Benefit, it is his own Fault; and
that how many foever omit it either for Part
of their Lives or the Whole, not their Ex-
ample but the Word of God, is the Rule for
Chriftians : that far from being a terrible or
en{naring Inftitution, it is in Reality a moft
gracious one: defigned to be celebrated
with Humility indeed, but with Comfort and
Joy: that all the Preparation it requires is
within the Reach of the plaineft Head and
" the moft laborious Hand, provided there be
only an honeft and pious Heart: and that
the Judgment which unworthy Receivers eat
and drink to themitlves, needs no more af-
fright
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fright thofe whom God in his Mercy will
confider as'worthy ; as he certainly will every
true Penitent ; than the capital Punithments,
threatened by the Law to Crimes, make
innocent Perfons uneafy : that he whofe Life
unfits him for the Sacrament, is unfit for
the Kingdom of Heaven alfo; and he, who
being qualified for it, negle&s it, neglets a
dying Command of his Lord and Saviour,
intended for the greateft Good to him. But
your public Inftructions on this Head will be
much more effeGtual for being followed by
feafonable private Applications: in which
you will hear and anfwer their Obje&ions, be
they of ~ever fo little Weight, with great
Meeknefs ; not be provoked by any Perverfe-
nefs of theirs to fhew Anger, but only a
friendly Concern ; and even if you meet with
an abfolute Repulfe, leave them with an Af-
furance that you fhall apply to them again, in
Hopes that' God will have difpofed them
" better to obey his Precepts.

But befides increafing the Number of your
Communicants, it were very defirable, that
they who do communicate thould do it more
frequently. In the three firft Centuries the

Eucharift
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Eucharift was every where celebrated weekly,
and in many Places almoft daily. Decay of
Piety occafioned an Injunétion in the Sixth,
that every Chriftian fhould receive thrice in
the Year; which was reduced in the Thir-
teenth, perhaps with a bad Intention, to
once. Our Church requires thrice af the
leaft : which evidently implies, that more
than thrice is hoped for. And indeed each
Perfon will {carce be able to communicate fo
often unlefs the Communion be adminiftered
oftener. But befides, it is appointed to be
every Lord’s Day in Cathedral and Colle-
giate Churches, and Part of the Office for
it is read every Lord’s Day in every Church,
for an Admonition of what it were to be
withed the People could be brought to.
This indeed at beft muft be a Work of
Time: but one Thing might be done at
prefent in all your Parithes, as God be
thanked, it is in moft of them : a Sacrament
might eafily be interpofed in that long In-
terval between Whitfuntide and Chriftmas -
and the ufual Seafon for it, about the Feaft
of St. Michael, (when your People having
gathered in the Fruits of the Earth have
: fome
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fome Reft from their Labours, and muft
{urely feel fome Gratitude to the Giver of
all Good) is a very proper Time. And if af-
terwards you can advance from a quarterly
Communion to 2 monthly one, I make no
Doubt but you will.

Upon this Subje& I muft obferve to you
farther, that though in one or two Parithes
of this Diocefe the old Cuftom is retained,
of Oblations for the Minifter, as well as
Alms for the Poor, to both which the Sen-
tences appointed to be read are plainly
adapted: yet in many Parifhes there is no
Offertory at all: though it be certainly a
Practice of primitive Antiquity, a moft pro-
per Admonition and Specimen of Charity;
which I fear the Generality of Chriftians
much want to be reminded of; a moft
feafonable Demontftration of our loving our
Brethren for his Sake, who hath loved us;
and a Thing exprefsly enjoined in the Ru-
bric of the Communion Office. Why
therefore fhould you not attempt to revive
it, where it hath been intermitted ? Merely
prefenting to Perfons an Opportunity of
giving if they think fit, and only what they

think
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think fit, can furely (if the Reafons of it be
explained to them beforechand) never keep
‘any one away from the Sacrament. But
then, “though all who have not abfolutely
‘Nothing, ought undoubtedly to contribute
thelr Mite, yet no dlfagrecable Notice thould
‘ever be taken of any, for giving but little or
not giving at all; and whatever is colle@ed,
fhould be difpofed of, fo that all Perfons may
know it, with the greateft Faithfulnefs, Pru-
dence, and Impartiality.

Another Part of Divine Worthip, concern-
ing which I think it needful to fpeak, is Pfal-
mody: a Part clearly appointed in Scrip-
ture, both exprefiive and produtive of de-
vout Affeftions, extremely well fitted to
diverfify long Services, and peculiarly to
“diftinguifh the feveral Parts of our own,
“which were originally feparate. Our eccle-
fiaftical Laws do not indeed require it under
any Penalty : becaufe there may not every
where be Perfons qualified to perform it
decently. Bat wherever there are, the Ru-
‘bric makes Provifion for it, and I reccm-
mend to you that it be not omitted. You
will always endeavour that “your Parifh-
Clerks
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Clerks be Perfons of Difcretion as well as
Skill and Serioufnefs. But however you will
be much furer of no Impropricty happening
in this Part of the Worthip, if you either
dire@ them every Sunday to fuitable Pfalms,
or affign them a Courfe of fuch to go orderly
through. And unlefs the generality of your
Parithioners are provided with Books, and
able to make ufe of them; ordering each
Line to be read, will both fecure a greater
Number of Singers, and be very inftruive
to many who cannot fing. All Perfons in-
deed who are by Nature qualified ought, to
learn, and conftantly join to glorify him
that made them, in Pfalms and {piritual
Songs. This was the Pra&ice of the early
Chriftians: it was reftored very juftly at the
Reformation: and hath declined of late,
within moft of our Memories, very unhap-
pily. For the Improvements made by a
few in Church-Mufic, were they real Im-
provements, will feldom equal the Harmony
of a genecral Chorus; in which any leffer
Diffonances are quite loft: and it is fome-
thing inexpreflibly elevating, to hear the
Voice of a great Multitude, as the Voice of

E many
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many Waters and of mighty Thunders, to fpeak
in the Words of Scripture, making a joyful
Neife to the God of their Salvation, and finging
bis. Praifes with Underflanding. Perfons of a
ludi¢rous Turn may reprefent:every Thing in
a wrong Light: biit thofe of any Serioufnefs;
if they will lay afide falfe Delicacy, and
that prepofterous Shame of religious Perfor-
mances, with which the prefent Age is fo
fatally tainted, will find themfelves very pi-
oufly affeted only by hearing this Melody,
much more by bearing a Part in it: and
therefore. I beg you will encourage all your
Parithioners, efpecially the Youth, to learn
Pfalmody; and excite them, if there be
Need, with fome little Reward: for you
will thus make the Service of God abun-
dantly more agreeable, and their Attendance
on it more conftant. ' But then, where any
Knowledge of the old common Tunes re-
mains, you fhould endeavour principally,
that your Learners may perfec themfelves in
thefe; that fo they may lead and afiift the
reft of the Congregation, who fhould al-
ways join with them; or if you muft admit
a Mixtare of new and uncommon Tunes, it
thould
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thould be no greater than you find yourfelves
in Prudence abfolutely obliged to. Elfe the
Confequence will be, what I fear many of
you have experienced, that either one Part
of your People will refent being unjuftly
filenced, and this by the Introdu&ion of
Tunes often not fo good as their former
ones, and fo your Parith will be divided and
uneafy : or if they agree to the Change ever
{o genesally, and like it ever fo well, yet your
fele& Singers will either be weary in a While
of what only Novelty recommended to them,
or grow conceited and ungovernable, or die
off, or be difperfed, and the Congregation
will be left unable to fing in any Manner at
all. 'Where indeed the newer Tunes have
quite blotted out the Memory of the old
ones, all you can do is, to make Ufe of what
you find in Ufe, to get fome of the cafieft
of them learnt as generally as you can, and
keep to thefe. And if, in order to inftruct
your People in either Way of Singing, Meet-
ings to pradife out of Church-time be
requifite, you will keep a firi@ Watch over-
them, that they be managed with all pofiible
Decency, and never continued till Candle-

E 2 light,
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light, if they confift of both Sexes. You
will likewife difcountenance, at leaft, all
frequent Meetings, between the Singers of
different Parifhes, and making Appointments
to fing alternately at one anothers Churches :
for this wandering from their own, which by
Law they ought to keep to, ufually leads them
into Exceffes and Follies.

Iam very fenfible, that fome of the Thmgs
which I have been mentioning, are by no
Means of equal Importance with others.
But Nothing is without its Importance, that
relates to divine Worfhip. The mere out-
ward Behaviour of thofe who attend upon
it is of fuch Ufe, and good Influence, that I
muft defire you will be diligent in teaching
them, (but fo as to perfuade, not provoke
them) what Reverence belongs to the Houfe
of God: particularly how very wrong it is
to fit inftead of kneeling when they are
or fhould be addreffing themfelves to their
Maker, and to thew how indecent that Ap~
pearance is of Difregard to him, which they
would not ufe on ‘any Account to one of
their Fellow-creatures a little fuperior to
themfelves.  If you could only breed up the

younger
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younger to a right Behaviour in this Refpe&,
your Congregations would grow regular in
Time. But mild Expoftulations will furely,
in {6 plain a Cafe, produce fome Effet upon
the reft alfo, which will be much facilitated
if you take Care that proper Conveniences
for kneeling be provided for them. And if
you could convince them alfo that ftanding
i1s a more reverent Pofture to fing Pfalms to
God in, as well as to read them, than fitting,
you would come f{o much the nearer to the
Apoftolical Rule of doing all Things decently.
For as fome of the Pfalms contain the nobleft
A&s of Adoration, furely they ought not to
be fung in a Pofture unfit to exprefs it.
Another Thing, and no fmall one, which I
believe many of your Parithioners often want
to be admonithed of, is to come before the
Service begins. Undoubtedly Allowance is
to be made for neceflary, efpecially unforefeen,
Bufinefs, and fome Allowance for not know-
ing the Time exaétly: but I hope you will
obviate both thefe Pleas as far as you can,
by confulting their Convenience in the Hour
you fix, and then keeping punctually to it.
And at the fame Time you will remind them,

E3 that
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that a due Degree of Zeal in Religion would
incline them to be rather a great deal
too early at the Houfe of God, than a little
‘too late; that no Part of the Service can be
more needful for them, than that which
comes firflt ; the Confeflion of their Sins:
that Inftruction in their Duty s better learnt
from the Pfalms and Leflons, which are the
Word of God, than from Sermons, which are
only our Explanations of it: and that by
coming fo irregularly, they not only are great
Yofers themfelves, but difturb and offend
others.

But it is not fufficient to give youDirections
about fuch as do come to Church, without
taking Notice of the great Numbers which I
find there are in many, if not moft, of your
Parithes, that omit coming. Now on thefe
your Preaching indeed can have no immedi-
diate Influence, Butit may however prevent
the Increafe of them; and furnith others with
Arguments againft them; and with the beft
of Arguments, their Experience of its good
Effe@s. You will therefore queftionlefs do
all you can in this Way, without ufing any

Exprefions in Relation to their Fault, which
if
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if repeated to them, may exafperate them.
But your chief Dependence muft be on private
Application to them, varied fuitably to the
Occafion of their Negle@t.  If itarifes mere-
ly from Ignorance, or Sloth, or Want of
Thought, they muft be plainly told what they
owe to their Maker, and awakened to the
Hopes and Fears of a future Life. If it be
Defire of Gain or of Pleafure that keeps them
away, they muft be atked what it will profie
them togain the whole World and lofe their own
Souls? or thewn that to be Lovers of Pleafure
more than of God will end in Pains eternal. If
they defend themfelves, by pleading, as fome
will, that Nothing can be told them at Church
but what they are acquainted with already, it
will furely not be hard to fhew them that they
over-rate their Knowledge: that if this were
otherwife they may however be reminded of
‘what they did not think of, or excited to
what they did not pra&ife: that, were they
too perfe to receive any Benefit, it would
not be decent for them to tell the World fo
by their Behaviour: that at leaft they ought
to fet others an Example who may be the bet-
ter for public Inftruion : and laftly, that

1ie receiving
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receiving Inftrucion is not the Whole of di-
vine Service, but Praying the chief Part.
And though it is allowed they can pray at
Home privately, yet without enquiring whe~
ther they do, fince God hath commanded,
for plain and important Reafons, that we
worthip him publicly, and hath excepted
no one: by what Authority doth any one
except himfelf? And what will this end in,
but an univerfal Negle&t of 2 Duty which our
Maker hath required to be univerfally prac-
tifed? If it be any Scruple about the Lawful-
nefs of coming to Church that keeps Perfons
away, fit Opportunities fhould be fought with
great Care, and ufed with great Prudence,
to fet them right: and fuch Diflenters, for
many there are, as do not think our Manner
of Worthip finful, but only prefer another,
‘which perhaps ‘they are often without the
Means of attending upon, fhould be ferioufly
entreated to confider, how they can juftify
feparating from a lawful Communion ap-
pointed by lawful Authority, and even omit-
ting all public Worfhip frequently, rather
than worfhip with us. But then with which-
{foever of thefe Perfons we difcourfe, not the
! leaft
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leaft perfonal Anger muft be thewn. Nothing
but a Concern about their future Happinefs.
For by this Means if we make them no bet-
ter, we fhall at leat make them no worfe,
and perhaps may leave in their Hearts what
will fome Time or other work there. Per-
fons who profefs themfelves not to be of our
Church, if Perfuafions will not avail, muit
be let alone. But other Abfenters, after due
Patience, muft be told in the laft Place, that
unwilling as you are, it will be your Daty to
prefent them, unlefs they refcrm: and if,
when this Warning hath been repeated, and
full Time allowed for it to work, they ftill
perfift in their Obftinacy, I beg you to do it.
For this will tend much to prevent the Con-
tagion from fpreading, of which there is elfe
great Danger: and when once you have got
them, though it be againft their Inclinations,
withinReach of your Pulpit, who knows what
Good may follow ? Different Cafes mayindeed
require Difference of Treatment: and both
the fame Severity and the fame Mildnefs,
that will fubdue one, will harden another.
You will therefore ac yourfelves, and advife
your Church-wardens to a& in this Matter,

according
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according to your Difcretion. And after 2
Profecution is. begun, it thall ftill depend
on your Opinion whether it thall be carried on
with Rigour, or fufpended a While in Hopes
of Amendment. Only one Caution I would
giveyou. Letnot any Perfon’s Threatenings,
that, if he is profecuted, he will go over to
the Diflenters, move you in the leat. Such
will feldom do what they threaten: or if
they do, ’tis better they fhould ferve God in
any Way than none: and much better they
‘fhould be a Difgrace to them than to us. I
muft, not conclude this Head without defiring
you to remind your People, that our Liturgy
confifts not only of Morning but Evening
Prayer alfo; that the latter is in Proportion
equally edifying and inftruGtive with the
former ; and fo thort, that, generally {peak-
ing, there can arife no Inconvenience from
attending upon it, ‘provided Perfons are with-
in any tolerable Diftance from the Church :
that few of them have Bufinefs at that Time
of Day; and Amufements ought furely never
to be preferred on the Lord’s Day before Re+
ligion: not to fay that there is Room for both.
But befides the public Service, your Peos

plc
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ple thould be admonithed to fpend a due Part
of their Sabbath in private Exercifes of Piety.
For this is almoft the only Time, that the
far greater Part of them have, for meditating
on what they have heard at Church; for
reading the Scripture and other good Books ;
for the ferious Confideration of their Ways;
for giving fuch Iuftruction to their Children
and Families, as will make your Work both
eafier and more effeGual. And therefore,
though one would not by any Means make
theirDay of Reft wearifome, nor forbid Cheer-
fulnefs, and even innocent Feflivity upon it,
much lefs the Expreffions of neighbourly
Civility and Good-will, which are indeed a
valuable Part of the gracious Ends of the In-
flitution : yet employing a reafonable Share
of it ferioufly at Home as well as at Church,
apd preferving an efpecial Reverence of God
even throughout the freer Hours of it, is
neceflary to make it a Bieffing to them in Re-
ality, inftead of a Seafon of Leifure to ruin
themfelves, as’it proves too often.

But farther, befides your and their Duty
on the Lord’s Day, it is appointed, that all
Miniftess of Parifhes read Prayers on Holy-

days,
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days, on Wednefdays, and Fridays: and un-
doubtedly your Endeavours to procure a
Congregation at fuch Times ought not to be
wanting. Were I to repeat to you the ftrong
Expreflions which my _great Predecefior
Bithop Fel/ ufed, in requiring this Part of
ecclefiaftical Duty, they would furprife you.
But I content myfelf with faying, that pub-
lic Worthip was from the very firlt Ages
conftantly performed on the two flationary
Days of each Week ; that all Holydays ap-
pointed by the Church were carefully ob-
ferved by the Clergy, and the Number of
them now is not burthenfome: that where
you can get a competent Number to attend at
thefe Times, you will acta very pious and
uleful, as well as regular Part: that your
~ own Houfes will fometimes furnith a {mall
Congregation ; and what Succefs you may
have - with othcrs,_Nothing but Trials, re-
peated from Time to Time, can inform you.
But they, whofe Parithioners are the feweft
and the bufieft of all, I hope do not fail of
bringing them to Church at the leaft on
Good - Friday, and Chriftmas Day, : befides
Sundays, For though in fome of your An-
e fwerg
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fwers to my Enquiries, thefe are not menti-
oned as Prayer Days, yet I prefume that this
arofe from your taking it for granted I thould
underftand they were. But if in any Place
they bé not, I earneftly intreat they .may:
for at fuch Times there can be no Difficulty
of getting a Congregation. Thope likewife,
that you are not wanting in due Regard to
thofe which are ufually called Szsze Holy-
days: and particularly, that if the public
Faft, which hath been appointed thefe two
laft Years, fhould be continued (as we have
but too much Reafon to apprehend there will
be Need) I beg you will endeavour, not only
to bring your Parifhioners to Church on that
Occafion; but move them to fuch inward
Humiliation for their own Sins, and fuch
Fervency of Prayer for this moft corrupt and
wicked Nation, as may avert, if it be poffi-
ble, the juft Judgments of God which fo vi-
fibly threaten us.

You muft have underftood, Brethren, in
all you have heard, that I am not exhorting
you 16 promote in your Parifhes a mere Form
of Godlinefs without the Power. Outward
Obfervances, by whatever Authority ap-

pointed,
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pointed, are only valuable in Proportion a$
they proceed from a good Heart, and become
Means of Edification and Grace. - They are
always to be reverently regarded, but never
refted in: for Perfons may obferve, without
the leatt Benefit, what “they cannot omit
without great Sin. The Bufinefs of your
Parithioners therefore 1s, fo to ufe the exter=
nal Part of Religion, as to be inwardly im-
proved by it in Love to God and their Fel-
low-creatures, andin moral Self-government :
and your Bufinefs is to apply both your pub-
lic and private Diligence, that this happy
End be effeCtually attained. You have un-
der your Care great Numbers of poor Crea-
tures, living very laborious Lives in this
World, and depending almoft intirely on
you for their Hopes of another. It isanoble
Employment to dire& their Behaviour and
lighten their Toils here, by Precepts and
Motives which lead them on at the fame
Time to Happinefs hereafter. You will be
fure of their Acknowledgements at leaft in
Proportion as you fucceed in this Work ; but
you will be rewarded by God in Proportion
as you endeavour it. ‘Think not therefore,
that
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that I am laying Burthens upon you, butonly
Sfirring up your Minds by Way of Remembrance,
and exhorting you fo to watch for the Souls
of Men as they #hat muff give Account, that
you may do it with Joy and not with Grief. It
is very little in my Power either to increafe
or leflen your Duty. Our blefled Mafter
hath fixed it; you have undertaken it: and
were I to releafe you from ever fo great a
Part of it, I thould only bring Guilt on my-
felf without acquitting you at all. The In-
jun&ions of the New Teftament, infinitely
ftriter than any of Men, would continue to
bind you as firmly as ever. 'Take Heed there-
Sore to the Minifiry which you have received in
the Lord, that you fulfl it.

Having a Subjet of fuch a Nature to fpeak
to you upon, and being able to fpeak to you
in a Body but once in three Years, you muft
not wonder if I go fomewhat beyond the
Bounds of a common Difcourfe. There are
many other Things, and very material ones,
relating to'you as Parith Minifters, which I
could have wifhed to mention now: But I was
willing to treat firlt of fuch Matters as belong

more
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more immediately to the Worfhip of God. If
it pleafe him that I live to another Vifitation
I fhall in that proceed to the reft. Permit
me now to add but one Word or two
more upon a different Subje@, and I have

done. . 5
Whilft we are ferving-Chriftianity here,
with the Advantage of a legal Eftablithment
and Maintenance, there are vaft Multitudes
of our Fellow-Subje@s in America, their
Negro-Slaves, and the neighbouring Indians,
among{t whom the Knowledge of God is
taught, and the Exercifes of his Worfhip
fupported, if atall, very imperfectly, and
with great Difficulty, by the Society for pro-
pagating the Gofpel: the Income of which
depends entirely on the voluntary Contribu-
tions of good Chriftians; and is now re-
duced fo low, and burthened with fuch a
Debt, that they find it neéeﬂ'ary to propofe,
this next Year, according to the Powers of
their Charter, and with his Majefty’s recom-
mendatory Letters, a gcnerdl Colle&ion,
which they have not had for above 20 Years
paft, to enable them to go on, Application
will
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will probably not be made to every Parith
feparately.  But I hope every Minifter will
give this excellent Defign all the Affiftance in
his Power: fuch, as can afford it, either by
becoming ftated Contributors and Members
of the Society ; or at leaft by fome occafional
Benefa&tion in this Time of Need; and all,
by recommending the Cafe to fuch of their
People or Acquaintance as they have Reafon
to think will pay Regard to it. If any
Perfon defires a more particular Acquaintance
with the Nature and Ufefulnefs and prefent
Condition of this Undertaking, I have given
fome Account of thefe Matters in 2 Sermon
at their anniverfary Meeting lately publithed
by me, and fhall be ready to give any of you
farther Information, who fhall either now or
hereafter apply to me for it, perfonally or by
Letter.

‘But I muft not yet conclude, without
mentioning 2lfo the Society for promoting
Chriftian Knowledge: who are carrying on
the fame good Work in the Eaf Indies,
which that for propagating the Gofpel is in
the #¢ff; and at the fame Time are pro-

¥ moting
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moting the Gaufe of Religion many Wayse
here at Home : particularly by felling at very
low Rates, Blbles, Common- Prayers, and
Numbers of other religious Books, chiefly
of fmall Sizes, for the Ufe of the Poor.
This they alfo are fupported in by Voluntary
Benefaions: to which whoever is able to
contribute, will do a very good Work : and
whoever can only purchafe a few of their
Books for the Ufe of his Parithioners, fhall
have both my beft Affiftance in it, and my
hearty Thanks for it.

I do not mean at all in fpeaking of thefe
Things to prefcribe to you the Methods of
.your Charity : but only to lay before you two
very deferving ones, which may poffibly have
efcaped the Notice of fome of you; and to
endeavour, that the Caufe of our Lord and
Maffer may be ferved in as many Ways as it
can : for you muft be fenfible how very great
Need there is that none be negleted. By
zealoufly making Ufe of fuch as are pre~
fented to us, we may poffibly be of _Am.uch'
more Service to others than we expe&t: but
we fhall be fure of doing infinite Service to

ours

-
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ourfelves. And may God flir up the Wills of
all bis faithful People, that they plenteoufly
bringing forth the Fruit of good Works may
of bim be plenteoufly rewarded through Yefus
Chrift our Lord*.

3 Colle&t for the 25th Sunday after Trinity,

Fo2 A CHARGE












Reverend Brethren,

Y Cannot fpeak to you thus affembled, with-
out congratulating you in the firft Place
on the happy Suppreffion of that unnatu-

ral Rebellion, which, fince we met laft, hath

threatenedourReligionand Liberties. Norwill
either my Duty, or my Inclination, fuffer me
to omit returning you my heartieft Thanks,
for the unanimous Zeal, you exprefled againft
it; and I doubt not were ready to exprefs, even
before the Exhortation to do {o, which I was
dire&ed to fend you, and which you received
with {0 obliging a Regard.  Your Behaviour,
and that of the whole Clergy, on this trying

Occafion, hath abounded with fuch Proofs of

Loyalty and Affe&tion to the Government,
under which God’s Mercy hath placed and
continued us, that his Majefty hath declared,

{ | he
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he fhall ever have the ftrongeft Senfe of what
you have done for the Support of his Throne,
and gladly thew his Gratitude by any proper
Methods of extending his royal Favour to
you and to Religion. It may be hoped alfo,
that our Fellow-Subje&ts” will remember,
what they owe to our long-defpifed and re-
proached Labours: and learn, how eflential
a Part the Church of England is of our pre-
fent Eftablithment. Indeed, not only the
.more candid of thofe, who thought amifs of
us, have acknowledged our Merit. now; but
the ling Lips ate put to Silence, which dif-
dainfully and defpitefully fpoke againft us*.
And let us go on, Brethren, to exprefs the
warmeft and moft prudent Zeal for what we
doubly felt the Value of, when we feared to
lofe it: and fo behave in this and all Refpects,
“that 2bey who are of the contrary Part may
be afbamed, baving no evil Thing to fay of
us® . For however imperfetly Men may
do 'us Juftice, our Reward from God is

fure. :
I have recommended to you, in the Courfe
of my former Vifitations, various Pasts of

# Pfal. xxxi. 20, e %% ¢ o 4
your



tiird Charge to bis CLERGY. 89
your Duty: Firlt in general, as Minifiers
of the Gofpel in a vicious and profane Ages
then more particularly, as Incumbents of
your refpe&ive Parithes. Under this latter
Head, I began with what immediately relates
to the Worthip of God : and now proceed to
another Point, of a temporal Nature indeed,
as it may {eem, but feveral Ways conne&ed
with Spirituals ; the Care you are bound to
take of the Incomes arifing from your Bene-
fices. ‘Thefe Endowments are facred to the
Purpofes of Piety and Charity: and it is nei-
ther lawful for us to employ them unfuitably
ourfelves, nor to let any Part of them become
a Prey to the Avarice of others. The few that
may appear to be larger than was neceffary,
are in Truth but needful Encouragements to
the Breeding up of Youth for holy Orders.
And were they leflened, cither an infufficient
Number would be deflined to that Service,
or too many of them would be of the loweft
Rank, unable to bear the Expence of acquir-
ing due Knowledge, and unlikely to be treated
with due Regard. Befides, the moft plentiful
.of thefe Revenues may be well applied tore-
ligious Ufes: and therefore, as they have been

dedicated,
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dedicated, ought to continue appropriated, to
them. But the Generality of them, it will
furely be owned, are fmall enough: and a
very great Part left fo utterly incompetent,
by the Ravages of former Times, that the
dittle which remains, demands our ftricteft
Care now. For, without it, poor Incumbents
will not be able to maintain themfelves de-
cently, much lefs to exercife Hofpitality and
Charity towards others. Yet on thefe Things
both their Spirit and their Succefs in doing
their Duty ‘greatly depend. And therefore
how indifferent foever any of us may have
Caufe to be about our own Interefts ; we
ought to confider ourfelves as Truftees for our
Succeflors. We all blame our Predecefiors,
if they have not tranfmitted the Patrimony of
»the Church undiminithed into. our Hands.
Let us think then what others hereafter will
fay of us, and with what Reafon, if we are
guilty of the fame Fault; and give away for
ever, what we fhould count it Sacrilege in
any one clfe to take from us.

Indeed fomePerfonsimagine orpretend that
the only Danger is of the Clergy’s encroach-
ing-on the Properties of the Laity, net ncg-

: ' le&ting
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le@ing their own. And we acknowledge
there have been Times, when that was the
Danger. But they are long paft: and God
forbid we fhould defire to revive them.
Placing exceflive Wealth in the Hands of
Ecclefiaftics, would both endanger others
and corrupt them: as the Examples of paft
Ages have too fully thewn. ~ But the paro-
chial Clergy of thofe Times, inftead of being
the Authors of this Error, were the heavieft
Suﬁ'ercrs by it. And to renew the Attempt
in thefe Days, would be Folly equal to its
Wickednefs : of which we fhould fo certain-
1y and immedxat.cly be made fenfible, indeed
we are fo univerfally fenﬁble of it already,
that there can be no Need ofgwmg Cautions
on this Head. All we with for is, the un-
molefted Enjoyment of what clearly belongs
to us, and a reafonable Allowance of what is
Eronfeﬁ'edly requifite for us, in order to attain
thc only Ends of our Infhtutxon, the prefent
and future Happinefs of Mankind. In how
many and fad Inftances we fail of poffefiing in
Pcace fuch a competent Provifion, I need
not fay.” ‘Let us aIl behave under whatever
- Ufage
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“Ufage we receive, with the Innocence and
‘the Prudence,” which our Mafter enjoins.
But we fhall be wanting in both, if we wrong
ourfclves,. and thofe that will come after
us, by improper yvoluntary Diminutions of
what is allotted for our Support: which,
through Inconfideratenefsand Indolence, hath
been often done : defignedly, I would hopc,
but feldom. .And we may be guilty of it,
cither at coming into our Benefices, or during
our Incumbency on them, or when we quit
them: to which three Heads I fhall {peak
in their Order. )

Yet indeed, as I am now dire@ting my
Difcourfe to Perfons, moft of them already
‘poffefled of Benefices, it may feem too late to
give Cautions refpecting the Time of entering
upon them. But all who have a¢ted right
then, will at leaft hear with Pleafure their
Condu¢t approved. If any have a&ted wrongs
which I do not know, that any of you have;
on being thewn it, they may repent of it,
they may confider how far they can undo
what they have done, or prevent the bad
‘Confequences that are likely to flow from it.

And
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And both Sorts may be influenced more
ftrongly, to take no improper Steps on any
future Occafion, and to warn their Friends
againit fuch Errors.

¥ proceed therefore to fay, that Benefices
ought neither to be given, nor accepted, with
any other Condition or Promife, than that of
doing our Daty in Relation to them. This
Engagement is always underflood, whether
it be exprefled or not: and no other fhould
either be required or complied with. For
when Bifhops, originally the fole Patrons,
to encourage the Endowment of Parithes,
gave others a Right of prefenting fit Perfons
to them; or that Right was confirmed or
granted by the civil Power: they muft be
fuppofed to give it only to be exercifed for
the future, as it had been before: when
whoever was appointed to any Station in the
Church, enjoyed the Benefit of all he was
appointed to, fo long as he behaved well.
And therefore attemptiag to bring the Clergy
into a worfe Condition, is Ufurpation : and
fubmitting to the Attempt, is encouraging
Uldurpation. :

Yet
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Yet there is a great Difference betweeA
the Things to which our. Submiffion may
be demanded. - Some are grofsly and obvi-
oufly unlawful. If for Inftance any Perfon;
in order to obtain a Benefice, promifes to
give up fuch a Part of the Income, to con4
nive at fuch a Leflening of it, to accept of
fuch a Compofition for it,. to allow fuch a
Penfion or make fuch a Payment to any
one out of it: thefe Things are in Effe the
fame with. laying down beforehand fuch a
Sum for it: which is the neareft Approach,
excepting that of bribing for holy Orders,
to his Sin,” who thought the Gifts of God
might be purchafed with Money, and was an-
fwered, Thy Money perifb with thee. Nor can
it take away, if it alleviate the Guilt, that
the Payment or Penfion, thus-referved, is
allotted to Ufes really charitable.- Still it
is buying, what ought to'be freely beftowed =
this forced Charity muft difable a Man from
voluntary Almfgiving, in Proportion to its
Amount : and one Compliance in a feemingly
favourable Inftance, will only make Way for
another in a more doubtful Cafe, and fo on
without End. Another Excufe I hope No-

¢ Adts viii. 20.

body
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body will plead; that Obligations of this
Kind may be fafely entered into, fince they-
are notorioufly void. For we can never be
at Liberty to make an Agreement, merely be-
caufe it is fo bad a one, that neither Law nor
Confcience will let us keep it.

But fuppofing a Perfon binds himfelf to
his Patron, only that he will quit his Bene-
fice, when required : even this he ought not
todo. For he hath no Right to promife it;
and no Power to perform the Promife. Who-
ever undertakes the Carc of a Living, muft
continue that Care till the Law deprives
him of it, or his Superior releafes him from
it¢. ‘Therefore he can only fubjet himfelf
to a Penalty which another may exaét at Plea-
fure, unlefs he doth what of himfelf he is
not able tc do, and knows not whether he
thall obtain Permiffion to do. Can this be
prudent? Can it be fit? If he pay the Pe-
nalty, he gives Money to the Patron, though
not for his firft Pofleflion of the Benefice,
yet for his Continuance in it: befides that
he muft 'cithcr diftrefs himfelf, or defraud

¢ See Stillingflect on Bonds of Refignation, in the third
Volume of his Works, p. 731.
! Religicn
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Religion and Charity of what he ought to
have beftowed on them. If then to avoid
paying it, he begs Leave to refign; he puts
his Bithop under very unreafonable Difficul-
ties: who by refufing his Requeft, may
bring great Inconveniencies.on the poor Man
and by granting it, may lofe a Minifter from
a Parifh, where he was ufeful, and ought to
have continued : may expofe himfelf to the
many bad Confequences of having an im-
proper Succeflor prefented to him. At
leaft he will encourage a Practice undoubt-
edly wrong and hurtful in the Main, what
ever it may be in the Inftance before him.
And why are not thefe fufficient Grounds
for a Denial; fince whatever the Incumbent
fuffers by it, he hath brought upon himfelf?
Befides, in Bonds to refign, where na
Condition is exprefled, fome unfair Inten~
tion almoft always lies hid. For if it were
an honeft one, why fhould it not be plainly
mentioned, and both Sides cleared from Im-
putations ? Affuredly unlefs Perfons. are to
a ftrange Degree inconfiderate, this would
be done if it could. The truc Meaning

ther cforc too commonly is, to enflave the In-
cumbent
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cumbent to the Will and Pleafure of his Pa-~
tron, whatever it fhall happen at any Tims
tobe. So that, if he demands his legal
Dues; if he is; not fubfervient  to the
Schemes, political or whatever they are,
which he is required to promote; if he re-
proves fuch and fuch Vices; if he preaches,
or does not preach, fuch and fuch Doltrines;
if he ftands up for Charity and Juftice to
any one when he is forbidden: the Terror
of Refignation, or the Penalty of the Bond,
may immediately be thaken over his Head.
How fhamefully beneath the Dignity of a
Clergyman is fuch a Situation as this! How
grievoufly doth it tempt a Man to unbecom-
ing, and even unlawful Compliances ! What
Sufpicions doth it bring upon him of being
unduly influenced, when he isnot! Or how-
ever he may efcape himfelf, whata Snare may
his Example prove to his poor Brethren of
weaker Minds, or lefs eftablithed Chara&ers !

- To prevent thefe Mifchiefs, both the an-
cient Laws of other Churches, and thofe
of our own® fhill in Force, have finély

G for-

¢ Stilling Seet in his Letter about Bonds of Refignation in
Mifcell. Difcourfes, P. 42. &c. fhews feveral Sorts of Con-
3 tradts
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forbidden fuch Contra&s’. Particularly the
Council of Oxford, held in 1222, prefcribed
an Oath againft Simony, for fo it is entitled,
by which every Clerk fhall fwear at his
Inftitution, that he hath entered into no
Compact in order to be prefented®. '~ And
Archbithop Courtney, in his Injunions to
all the Bifhops of his Province in 1391, con-
demns thofe, as guilty of Simony, who, be-
fore Prefentation, engage to refign when
required”; and appoints all Perfons infti-

tralts that are allowed; and objes not againft Trufts and
Confidences; [as indeed I have been affured that Dr. Beatley
held a Living in Truft for the Bithop’s Son] nor againft
what is done, in Confiderationt of Service, without a Com-
pat: but only againft a legal Obligation on the Party, be-
fore his Prefentation, to perform fuch a Condition; and if
he do not, to refign.

¥ The Council of Wefiminfler, 1148, appoints that when
any one receives Inveftitare from the Bithop, he fhall fwear
that he hath neither given nor promifed any Thing for his
Benefice.  Spelm. Vol. 2. P. 39. apud Gibfon Cod. P. 845.

8 'The Words are, guod propter prefentationem illam nec pro-
miferit nec dederit aliquid prefentanti, nec aliquam propter boc
inierit pactionem: where boc moft naturally refers to negotium
prefentationis underftood.

See Conc. Oxon. C. 18. in Wilkins, Vol. 1. P. 588. and
Lyndwood, L. 2. de Jurejurando, cap. prefenti, in Wake's

harge 1709. P.'34. and” Stilling fleet on Bonds, &c. P. 721.
and Letter about Bonds, P. 39. .

¥ But it appears, by the Preamble, that it was defigned
only againft putting it thus in the Patron’s Power to difpofe
of the Profits, or turn the Incumbents out, and give Plura-
licies of Livings to fuch as he favoured.

tuted,
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tuted, to be fworn’, that they have not
given, to obtain Prefentation, cither Oath or
Bond to refign*. Again, the Conftitutions
of Cardinal Pofe, when Archbithop, in 1555,
cenfure, as being fimoniacal, all Bargains or
Promifes for procuring of Benefices; and
affert that Benefices ought to be given with-
out any Condition, and order that the Perfon
prefented fhall fwear, he hath neither pro-
mifed, nor given, nor exchanged, nor lent,
nor depofited, nor remitted, &¢. any Thing,
nor confirmed any Thing given before'.
And a2 Convocation held under him, two
Years after, complaining that, of late Years,
Perfons have procured Benefices ef Prela-
turas, [Parith-Priefts are prelati: fee Index
to Lyndwood in Prelatus:] not only vacant,
but likely to become fo, 707 precibus & obfe-
quiis tantum, fed & apertis muneribus, {o that
eletionum faluberrime forme que per canones
libere effe deberent, vel fraudibus obtenebrate

i Wilkins, Vol. 3. P, 216. Wake, P. 35, 36.

¥ The Injun&ions of £d. 6. in 1547, appoint that {uch as
buy Benefices, or come to them by Fraud or Deceit, thall be
deprived, &¢.  And fuch as fell them, or by any Colour be-
ftow them for their own Gain or Profit, thall lofe their Right
of prefenting for that Time, Wildins, Vol. 4. P. 7, 8.

1 WWilkins, Vol. 4. P. 124, 125.

G 2 Sunt,
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Junt, wvel ad compromiffi neceffitatem redacte »
(iirc&s, that Bithops prevent thefe Things,
and take Care by themfelves and their Offi-
cers, cfpe‘ciélly quos in preelatorum electionibus
tanguam direflores & confultores intereffe con-
tinget, that fmua'e.r'@ pactiones be excluded:
and if any one have got, per pecunie & mu-
nerum_fordes, preelaturam vel beneficium eccle-
Jfiafticum, he be punifhed” It is indeed
true, that'the great Evil, at which thefe feve-
ral DireCtions were levelled, was giving or
promifing Money for Prefentations, or re-
cciving it for Refignations». And there-
fore it may be argued, that where no Mo-

 Wilkins, Vol. 4. P. 165.

_2The Ténor of them -fhews this, Particularly the cor-
‘rupt Refignations were to get Penfions out of Benefices, or
-Money. for'quitting them, or Exchanges gainful to the Pa-
tron or his Friends. The Ref. Leg. Ecel. Tit. de Renuncia-
tione,‘Cap. 3. forbids only Refignations for Confideration
of Gain. See Wake, P..48. And Tit.de admittendis ad Be-
‘neficia Ecclefafiica, 'C. 24. only obliges a Perfon at Inftitution
to fwear that he neither hath .given nor promifed, nor will
give, any Thin% And Tit. de beneficiis conferendis forbids
only Compaélts by which Benefices are leflened. See W#aie,
P. 36. who goes too far in faying the Wotds are general
againdtall Manner of Contraéls or Promifes. The Preamble
o% the Oath in Can. 4o.'condemns only duying and felling of
Benefices. The Latin'is Nundinatio. “‘But Stilling fleet faith,
P. 719, ‘this takes in any Benefit accruing to the Patron,
becaufe romine-emptionis & wenditionis sntelligitur omnis con-
tralius non graiuitus.

ney
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ney is dire@ly paid, or taken, or covenanted
for, nothing illegal is done. But the Opi-
nions delivered, and the Judgments pro-
nounced, by the Canon Lawyers, plainly
extend the Prohibition to whatever is equiva-
lent to Money®. And it hath been urged
that by how much foever a Perfon leflens the
Value of a Benefice- to himfelf by a Bond
of Refignation to the Patron in order to pro-
cure it, as unqueftionably fuch a Bond doth
leflen it, fo much in Effeé&t he pays to obtain
it?. Or allowing, that in fome Cafes this
doth not hold: yet Nothing will prevent
unlawful Contraéts in many Cafes, but pro-
hibiting in all Cafes abfolute Contraéts to
refign upon Demand; which therefore the
abovementioned Conftitutions have rightly
done. And as the Oaths, prefcribed in them,
exprefs the Denial of having made fuch a
Contract; the Oath prefcribed at this Time
muft naturally be underftood to imply the
fame Thing. For its being lefs explicit is

© See Wake, P. 18, 24. Stilling fleet, P. 719, 722. and Let-
ter about Bonds, P. 46. &J¢. The Injunétions of Ed. 6. forbid

Patrons felling Livings, or by any Colour beftowing them
for their own Gain and Profit.  #iléins, Vol. 4. P. 7, 8.

? Stilling fleet, P, 722.
G 3 no
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no Proof, that, what in common Acceptation
came under the Name Simonsacal before, doth

not come under it ftill. :
However, .we muft acknowledge, that
Bonds of Refighation on-Demand have been
declared by the temporal Judges valid, and
not fimoniacal & And they are indeed the
-proper Judges, whether they are fuch by the
Common and Statute Law. But whether
the Ecclefiaftical Law permits them, is not
fo clearly within their Cognizance. Indeed
all Queftions about this Crime feem to have
been entirely out of it", till an At was
A made,

9. Stilling fleet, P. 735, &e. Wake, P, 49, &e. Indeed
Stilling fleet, P. 735. {ays that the Court, having given Judg-
ment for fuch 3 }go,mf in the Cafe of Fones and Lawrence,
8 Jac. 1. held, feven Years after, wiz, 15 Fac. 1.in the
Cafe of Pajfchal and Clerk, that it was Simony within the
Statutes;, and he cites Noy, 22. for'it. But //ake mentions
not this® and Farfon, C. 5, P. g0. fays it doth not appear
by the Roll that there was fuch a Trial; and if thege
was, it is of no great Authority, nor hath been regarded
fince. ;

* Sce Wake, P. 39, s0. The Preamble of 5 Elix. C. 23.
compared with § 13. isuﬂiciemly intimates that Simony is an

Offence appertaining merely to the Jurildi€tion and Deter-

mination. of the Ecciefiaftical Courts and Judges. - Yet §er/-

Jing flect, P. 718. cites from Croke, Car. 361. the Judges as

-faying, in the Cafe of Mackaller and Yodderick, that the
Cemmon Law before: 31 Eliz. took Notice of 4 fimoniacal

Contratt.  But Coke in Caavdrie’s Cafe, 5th Rep. Fol. 8, g.

as cited by #'ake, P. 50. puts Simony among the Crimes

the Conunfance whereof belongs not to the Common but
Eccle
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made 31 Eliz. C. 6. which for the avoiding
of Simony and Corrugti'on in Prefentations
and Cisllations, infli&s Penalties on thofe
who fhall either” give or procure them
for any Sum of Money, Profit or Benefit;
or for any Promife, Bond, or Affurance
of it, directly or indire&tly: but at the
fame Time allows the ecclefiaftical Laws
to punith the fame Offences which the A&
doth, in the fame Manner as they did be-
fore. Now making thefe Provifions is not
faying, that Noth}ng thall be deemed fimo-
niacal by the fpiriteal Judge, but what the
temporal Judge fhall think is forbidden by
this A&*. And therefore, though the latter

G4 may

Ecclefiaftical Law, and repeats the fame P. 40. And Crsée,
Fol. 78g. fays that the Judges in the Cafe of Baker, 42 Eliz.”

- held that it appertains to the Spiritual Court to determine

what is Simony, and not to this Court to meddle there-
with. v

* Stilling frert, P. 718. faith ¢ the Words Simony or fi-
¢¢ moniacal Contratt are never mentioned in this Statute.”

- And Walke, P. 5o. cites Noy, Rep. Fol. 2. as faying that

¢ in it there is no Word of Simony; becaufe by that Means
¢¢ the Common Law would have been judge what fhould
¢ have been Simony, and what not.”” And Stilling fleet,
ibid. allows, that, “Y the Word had been there, the Judges
would have had fufficient Reafon to declare what was
Simony and what not. Now in Trath that Part of the A&
which relates to the prefent Affair begins thus. ¢¢ And {;r

e
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X ma}: apprehend abfolute Bonds of Refi gnation
to be confiftent with the Statute; yet the
former may juftly apprehend them to be
i:nconﬁﬂcnt with the Conftitutions of the

Church, which we ought o obey; and with
the Oath againft Simony, which ought t6 be
taken in the Senfe of thofe who originally
enjoined and ftill adminifter it; and not to
have its Meaning changed on the fuppofed
Authority of their Opinions, who neither
have undertaken to interpret it, nor, if the
judgmént of their Predeceflors be allowed,
have a Right to do it.

* At leaft refufing fuch Bonds, on Account
of the Oath, muft be the fafeft Side: efpe-
cially, as the g'rcatef’c?‘Divines of this Church
have declared againft them; and I think

¢¢ the avoiding of Simony and Carruption in Prefentations,
¢¢ Collations, and Donations of and to Benefices, &c.and in
«¢ Admiffions, Inftitutions, and Induions to the fame, be
¢¢ it further enalled, that, if any Perfon, &c.”’” This may
feem to. imply that no other Things but thofe mentioned
afterwards were Simony: otherwife the A& would provide
only for avoiding fome Sorts of Simony. Accordingly Gi4/on
Cod. P. 839. and S:illingfl. Pref. % 714. and Difc. P.
718. think 1t only Means to punifh fome particular remark-
able Sorts fpecified in it: and Wake agrees that it abrogates
o ecclefiaftical Law. And this agrees with what is obferved
here, Note®. But ftill the Judges : after'this A&, thought
that judging of Simony did not belong to them. . See here,
Note . -

none
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none for them. Though indeed, weré the
Oath out of the Queftion; the Bonds are
apparently fo mifchievous, as to be for that
Reafon alone fufficiently unlawful. It thay
be faid, that if the Patron attempts to maké
atly ill Ufe of them, Equity will relieve the
Incumbent. But I have fhewn you, that
their Confequences muft be very bad, what=«
ever Ufe the Patron makes of them. And
befides, how expenfive, indeed how uncer-
tain, this pretended Relief will be; how
feldom therefore it will or can be fought for ;
and how much better on all Accounts it is
to-avoid the Need of it; every one muft per-
ceive. -

But let us now fuppofe, that a feemingly
reafonable Condition were exprefled in thefe
Bonds: for Inftance, to refign when fuch a
Relation or Friend of the Patron’s comes to
the Age of being prefented, who perhaps
hath been éducated with a View to the Be-
‘nefice vacant’. Now I do not fay but a

Perfon

t Stilling flect, P. 316. fuppofes this to be the Intent,
with which an abfolute Bond 15 requited ; and faith, itis2
Cafe, wherein 2 Bond may be thought far more reafonable
than in others. But he expreffes no pofitive Approbation of
iz; nor doth he mention there giving a Boad with this Con-

dition
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Perfon ‘may very lawfully, and fometimes
very charitably, from an Intention of refign-
ing at fuch a Period, if Circumftances then
fhould make it proper; and may alfo fignify
fuch  Intention beforehand. But if he bind
himfelf to it abfolutely, befides the Diftruft
of him, which requiring this implies, perhaps
when the Time comes, the young Perfon
will refufe to take the Benefice, or the Patron
to give it him: and yet the Incumbent muft
continue in perfe&t Dependance thencefor-
ward: for his Cafe is become the {fame, as
if his Bond had been originally without any
Condition. Befides, this Contrivance for pro-
curing an immediate Vacancy at fuch a parti-
cular Time, encourages Perfons, even of low
Rank, to purchafe Patronages, feparate from
dition exprefled. But, inP. 736. he hath that Cafe in View,
where he faith, ‘¢ that there may be a lawful Truft in fuch 2
¢ Cafe, I do not queftion:> yet adds, ¢¢ but whether the
¢¢ Perfon who takes-this Truit can enter into a Bond and
¢¢ take the Oath, I very much queftion.” And Wate,
though in P. 22. he hames this as one of the moft favourable
Cafes that can -be defired, condemns it notwithftanding; as
an_Obligation, which the Patron has no Right to impofe,
nor the Clerk any Power to enter into; as contrary to the
Canons, and the Authority of the Bifhop, and the Oath
of yielding him- canionical Obedience, and of deing what

in the Clerk lies to maintain the Rights of his See;
but he doth not {ay it is contrary to the Qath againft Si~

nmony. gy
' the
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the Manors oa which they were anciently
appendant, merely to ferve interefted Pur-
pofes. And the Generality of thefe, inftead
of confidering their Right of Prefentation as
a fpiritual Truft, to be confcientioufly dif-
charged, will of Courfe look on it as a tem-
poral Inheritance, which fince they have
bought, they may fairly fell, at any Time,
in any Manner, for what they can: or at beft
merely as the Means of providing a Mainte-
nance for fuch Perfons as they pleafe: who
therefere, unlefs they will be caft off intirely
by their Friends, muft, when they are of
Age, however unfit for the Cure of Souls,
however averfe from it, fubmit to be pre-
fented, and perhapscannot be rejected. Then
further, in Proportion as this Cuftom pre-
vails, Benefices, and particularly the more
valuable ones, coming to be of a temporary
and precarious Tenure, centrary to what they
were intended; Perfons of Chara&er and
Abilities, and a proper Spirit, will not fo
often care to take them. Or if they do, they
will not ufually, indeed it cannot fo well be
expe@ed they thould, either defend the Rights
of them, or exercife Hofpitality and Charity

upon
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upon them, in the fame Manner, as if they
were to hold them for Life. Nor will
the People, generally {peaking, refpe thofe
who come in. thus, and muft behave, and go
outagain thus, as they ought always to refpeét
their Minifters. ©

_But ftill Perfons may plead that whatever
is obje&ted againft other Engagements from
Incumbents to Patrons, yet if they engage
only to be conftantly refident, to do faith-
fully the whole Duty, which the Laws of the
Church enjoin them, or perhaps fomewhat
more ; this muft be allowable. And doubt-
le(s it is, provided the Engagement be only
a fincere Promife of a&ing thus, as far as
they can with reafonable Convenience. Nay
if they bind themfelves by a legal Tie, to do
any Thing, which either belongs of Courfe
to their Benefice, or hath by ancient Cuftom
been annexed to.it, learned and judicious
Authors juftify them *. But covenanting thus
to do even a laudable A&ion, as teaching

chool or prefcribing to the fick, if their
Predeceflors were not, without a Covenant,

» Wake’s Charge, 1709, Do 24, Stilling frer’s Letter, P,
54-
obliged
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obliged to if, hath been held unlawful and

fimoniacal *: becaufe it is promifing to fave,
which upon the Matter is promifing to give,

fo much Money. either to the Patron, or
however to thofe for whom he interefls
himfelf. And indeed, though Perfons were
to-promife only what in Confcience they are

antecedently bound to; yet if they tie
themfelves either to do this, or to refign;
whenever they fail in 2ny one Part of it, as

to be fuse they will in fome, fooner or later,
though perhaps very innacently; fuppofing

the Rigour of their Bond infifted upon, (as

who can fay it will not?) they are at the
Mezcy of the Patroneverafter. He becomes
their Ordinary; and is vefled, by their Im-

prudence, with 2 much greater Authority

than the Bithop hath: an Authority of re-
firaining their Liberty, wherethe Wifdom of

“the Church hath not reftrained itz: an Au-
thority of proceeding ‘fummarily ; and de-

_priving them, for whatever Failures he hath
thought fit to infert in the Bond, without

Delay 2nd without Appeal : and this Antho-

nity the .may exercife cver after, when he

¥ ake, P. 18. 3 Wale, P. 23.
pleafes,
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pleafes, to juft the fame Purpofes, as if they
had covenanted at ﬁrf’c to refign when re~
quefted.

Still, without Queftion, many good Per-
fons have both required and given Bonds of
Refignation. of thefe latter Sorts: "and in
many Cafes, as no Harm at all hath been
intended, fo no particular Harm hath been
done by them. But in fo many more there
hath, and it is {o neceflary to go by general
Rules; and one {pecious Exception doth fo
conftantly produce others that are a little lefs
fo; till at laft the moft pernicious Practices
creep in”, that there is abundant Reafon to
refufe making any Contralts whatfoever in
order to obtain Prefentation : ‘and more ef-
pecially there is Reafon to refufe them, on
Account of 'their mifchievous Influence on
the Revenues of the Church: which was
the immediate Occafion of my fpeaking of
them now ; though I thought it by no Means
proper to omit the other Arguments agamﬁ
them.

Perhaps it may be faid: if Patrons will
have Bonds of Refignation, what can Clergy-

¥ Wake, Piz5.
men
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men do? I anfwer, If Clergymen will not -
give them, how can Patrons help them-
felves? They muft prefent without them,
or their Right muft lapfe to the Bithop, who
will. It may indeed be replied, that though
one Perfon rejeéts the Offer, another will ac~
cept it: and therefore he may as well. But
this would equally bean Excufe for the worft
of wrong Compliances in every Kind: and
confequently it is an Excufe for none. Be-
fides, it may happen, that by arguing with Pa-
trons againft fuch Contra&s, they may be
convinced; and learn fo juft an Efteem for
thofe, who refufe them decently and refpect-
, fully, as not only to prefent them with double
Pleafure, but do them afterwards greater
Services, than they intended them before. At
leaft whatever Clergyman behavesin {o worthy
and exemplary 2 Manner, will affuredly, if
the reft of his Conduct be fuitable to that
Part, cither by the Care of God’s Providence,
be raifed in the World fome other Way; or,
by the Influence of God’s Spirit, be made

¢aly and happy in his prefent Situation.
But it maybe objected further, that Bithops
argue
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argue with an ill Grace againft Bonds at Pre-
fentation, while they themfelves take them
at Inftitution. And it muft be owned, that
in feveral Diocefes, particularly that of Liz-
¢oln, out of which this was taken, and of Pe-
terborough, which was “alfo taken from
thence 7, there is an ancient and immemo-
rial Cuftom, (Cuftoms, you are fenfible, not
being the fame every where ;) for the Clerk
prefented to indemnify the Bifhep and his
Officers from all Suits at Law for inftituting
him, And accordingly in this Diocefe, Bonds
appear to have been taken for-that Purpofe at
all Inflitutions for 120 Years paft: within
which Time, there have been nearly, if not
quite, 700 given, that are now lying in the
Regiftry: And hence we may prefume the
Pra&ice hath been the fame from the Erection
of the See. The Original of it probably was,
that 3 Commiffion of Inquiry being formerly
{ent out, as old Regifters prove, upon every

= In Lincoln Diocefe they are taken only when the Bifhop
hath any the leaft Sufpicion about the Patronage: in Pefer-
borough and Litchfield always: in Canterbury whenever a new
Patron prefents: in Gloucefier and Exeter they were taken

till the Time of the prefent Bifhops.
Va-
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Vacancy* alledged, to certify the Bithop,
whether the living was really vacant, who
was at prefent the true Patron, and whatever
elfe it was requifite he fhould know in order
to inftitute : and the Expence of this Com-
miffion, and of the Proceedings upon it,
being of Neceflity confiderable to the Clerk,
who bore it®; the cheaper Method of a
Bond from him to fave the Bithop harmlefs,
was fubftituted in its Room. And afurther
Reafon might be, that, the Bithop having 28
Days allowed him, after the Prefentation was
tendered, to confider and inform himfelf,
whether he thould inftitute the Clerk pre-
fented or not; the C}crk was willing and de-
firous, rather to indemnify the Bithop, if he
would confent to inftitute him fooner, than
to bear the Inconvenience, and perhaps
Charges, of waiting to the End of that Time.

2 That it was on every Vacancy appears from Archbifhop
Stratford’s Conftitution, Sewa, 4. D. 1342. in Lindw. P.
222. and from'Lindw. P. 217. on Archbithop Peckban’s Con-
ftitution per noffram provinciam verb. Inquifitionem, and from
Bifhop Gibfon’s Codex, P. 857.

b It appears from the above Conftitation of Stratford, that
the Clerk paid for the Commiffion, and therefore of Courfe
for all that was done upon it. ;

At
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At leaft the only Defign of this Bond wag
and is, that if the Clerk’s Title to Inflitution
be queftionable, the Bithop may not fuffer by
granting it. Now a Covenant for this End
is furely a very lawful one, and fubje& to
none of the Mifckiefs, which, I have fhewn
ﬁou, attend Bonds to Patrons. Nor was any
Conftitution of Church or State ever pointed
againft it: nor I believe hath any Harm ever
happened from it.

But I muft own too, that there is another
Condition added to thefe Bonds, that the
Clerk thall refign his Benefice, if required by
the Bithop, in Cafe any Controverfy arife,
whether higInftitution be rightful. But this
Provifion is, in the Bond, expreffed to be made
only for the fame Purpofe with the former,
the Indemnification of the Bifhop: and the
Penalty-of the Bond is fo moderated, as to
ferve™ that Purpofe and no other. Accord-
ingly 1 have not heard, that any onePerfon
hath ever fcrupled, in Point of Confcience,
to enter into this Engagement; the Meaning
of it being only, thatif he prove to have no
Right, he {hall quit: nor indeed, that any

3 onc
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one hath found Caufe to feruple it i Point of
Prudence. For as you may be fure the ful-
filling it would never be regaired without
Necefiity; fol believe it hath never yet been
required at all. ‘That neither the Intention
of this Covenant was bad, nor the Reafons
for it contemptible; you will readily allow,
on being told, that it began to be inferted
conftantly in this Diocefe, at the Time when
our prefent moft Reverend Metropolitan was
placed over it : which feeming Innovation was
indeed only conforming more exaétly to the
old Example of our Mother Seec. But fiill
as it is a Condition, the infifting on which,
in fome Cafes, might have bad Effeéts, that
were not forefeen ;. though ini fuch: Cafes
it probably never would be infifted on, as it
never hath: I have determined, with his

€1 have feen a Bond from the Bifhop of Liwce/s’s Regifity
with this Covenant in it, printed in the Time of Fac. 2. and
the Bithop informs me the Covenant hath Been ufed ever
fince the Reftoration : hew much foorer he knows rot.

4. g. A Suit may be began which would have proved
ineffectual. Yet if the Incumbent refign, the Expence of
a frefh Prefentation and Inftitation will at leaft be neceflary
for him: bat indeed the Patron may prefent another: and
ia-the Cafe of alternate Patronage, another will prefent.

H 2 Grace's
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Grace's intire Approbatlon, toomit it for the
future. :

And'in every T hmg, I.thall not only be
careful to make your Burthens no heavier, but
if it can be thewn me, that I am able to doit,
with Juftice and Equity, I fhall be glad to
make them lighter.. The Fees taken of the
Clergy in this Diocefe, whether at Inftitu-
tions or Vifitations, are not varied in any one
Article from thofe, which were returned to,
:and not difapproved by, a Committee of Par-
liament in the Time of my Predeceflor.. They
are the fame, as he informs me, with thofe
taken inthe Timeof his Predeceflor. Norhave
I hitherto found - Proof, though I have in-
‘quired with fome Care, that they have been
‘increafed at all materially fince the Bifhopric
was. founded®. Thofe of Vifitation I am
fure have not in the leaft. And yet the Di-

-minution of the Value of Money .in that In-
terval hath reduced the fame Sum in Name
and Quantity, to perhaps not a Fourth of
what it was in Effe&® and Ufe: on which Ac-

¢i. e. Allowing each of the new Inftruments that are re-
quired, to coft as much as each of the old ones.

¥

count
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count proportionable Augmentations of Fees
have been made, I believe, in all temporal
Courts and Offices ; and ancient Rules to-the
contrary have been juftly deemed obfolete,
the Reafons of them having ceafed.  So that
where this hath not been done, or not to any
confiderable Degree, there is Caufe to ren-

der to all their Dues with great Satisfaction.
And ‘here I muft take the Freedom of
fpeaking to you about fome Dues owing to
myfelf, Synodals and Procurations. The
former are an ancient Acknowledgment of
Honour and Subjetion, referved by the
Bithops of the Weftern Church, as long ago
as when they fettled their own Share of the
Tithes, in each Parith, to be the future Pro-
perty of the feveral Incumbents: And it took
its Name from being ufuzlly paid at the Sy-
nodal Meetings. Now.fo fmall a Tribate,
elpecially if confidered as'a Quit Rent for fo
great a Conceflion, “can furely.never be
thought aHardfhip. Theother, Procurations,
are alfo a’ Payment feveral hundred Years
old, fucceeding in the Place of a much more
expenfive Obligation, that of entertaining the
Bifhop and his Attendants, when he vifited
H 3 cach
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cach Parith. Neither of them hath beenin-
creafed fince their firft Beginning : the Right
to both is indifputably legal: and as I am
{worn to maintain all the Rights of my See,
I promife myfelf none ‘of you will force me
to do it in a Way, that cannot be more dif=
agreeable to you, than it will to me. If any
one pleads, that complying with the Demand
of fo trifling a Sum will be inconvenient to
hun, itfhall be more than returned him. If
any one doubts, whether it is incumbent on
himor pot: his Reafons for the Doubt, when-
ever he lays them before me, fhall be im-
partially confidered, and allowed their full
Weight.. - But I hope no Perfon will think it
cither decent or-joft, merely to refufe, with-
out afligning a fufficient Caufe: and Difufe
for-fome: Years is not' fufficient, in a Mat-
ter, like this, of common Right. Moft of my
Clergy have very pun&ually (hewn me thig
little Mark of their Regard, ‘amongft many
greater, - Whether -any here prefent have
omitted it, I do not koow. But I truft you
willall have the Candor to think I have men-
tioned it, not from any wrong or mean Mo-
tive, but becaule I apprchend it my Duty,
and
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Reverend Brethren,

N the Courfe of my former Vifitations
of this Diocefe, I have recommended to
you various Parts of your Duty, as Minifters
of the Gofpel in general, and of your refpece
tive Parithes in particular. After Things,
more immediately and intirely of f{piritual
Concern, I proceeded, in my laft Charge, to
the Care, that you are bound to take of your
Temporalties ; with which you are intrufted,
partly for the Service of Religion in your
own Times, partly for your Succeflors, as
your Predeceflors were for you: a Truft,
which if any of them broke, or negle&ed,
you are too fenfible they did jll, to be ex-
cufable to your own Minds, if you imitate
them. ~And dividing this Care into the
Behaviour, that is requifite at your coming -
into Livings, during your Incumbency on
them,
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them, and when you are to quit them: I
went through the firft of thefe Heads; giv-
ing you proper Cautions, more efpecially
againft making any Contra& or Promife in-
confiftent with the Oath then required of
you, or prejudicial to your own Benefices, or
the common Interefts of the Clergy. There-
fore I now go on to the fecond,  the Vigi-
lance, with which you ought each to fuper-
intend the Revenues and Pofleflions of your
Church, whilft:you continue Minifter of it.
T have too much Caufe, in every Thing,
to-be fenfible of smy own Unfitnefs to direct:
but, ' in “feveral .Articles,: relating to this
Point, I am peculiarly unqualified : having
little, Experience in them, and a yet lefs
Share of - the proper Abilities and Turn of
Mind for them. However, I ought not to
omit (being of fuch- Ufe to you, as I can.
There 'may be thofe amongft you, who are
cithér fill more unacquainted with thefe
Matters; or at leaft have not confidered them
all-in the. fame: Light : as. you muft have |,
obferved,. that very obvious Inftances, both ‘
of . Wifdom and Duty, efcape the Attention
of many, till they are pointed out to them.
And
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And a Difcourfe, neither complete, nor pof~
fibly free from Miftakes, may notwithftand-
ing do Service, by exciting Rerfons to think
on the Subje@, more than they have done
hitherto.

Your Care, in Refpe to this Subje&, con
fifts'of two Parts: recovering what may be
unduly withheld from your Church, and
preferving what is left.

It is very unhappy, that fo troublefome
and invidious an Employment, as the former,
thould ever be made neceffary : which yet it
hath too often been.  Glebe Lands have been
blended with temporal Eftates : and Pretences
fet up, that only fuch a yearly Rent, far infe-
rior to the real Value, is payable from them.
Tithes and other Dues have been denied;
under falfe Colours of Exemptions in fome
Cafes, and of Modus’s in many. Every
unjuft Plea admitted makes Way for more.
And thus what was given for the Support
of the Clergy in all future Times, is decreaf=
ing continually; and becoming lefs fufficient,
as'it goes down to them. The Laity them-
felves, if they would reflect, muft fee, that
they have by no Means any Caufe to rejoice

in
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in this. For, probably few of them in Pro-
portion will be Gainers by what we lofe:
but the whole Body of them, wherever the
Provifion made for us becomes incompetent,
‘muft either make another at their own Ex-
pence, or be deprived in a great Meafure of
the good Influences of our Office, with
Refpeét to this World and the mext. But
whatever they are, we ourfelves cannat furely
fail' to be deeply concerned at the ill Afpect
which thefe Encroachments bear towards
Religion in Ages to come. Whoever is in-
different about it, fhews himfelf very un-
worthy of what he enjoys from the Liberality
of Ages preceding. And whoever is grieved
at it, will fet himfelf to confider, not how
he can augment the Patrimony of the
Church, where it is already plentiful; or
any where, by dithonourable Methods: (you
are very fenfible, what Injuftice and Folly
there would be in. fuch Attempts): but how
ke can retrieve any Part of it, which is ille~
gally or unequitably feized and detained.
Now here the Foundation of all muft be,
a diligent and. impartial: Inquiry into the
Right of the Cafe: foritwould be abfurd to
deceive
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deceive ourfelves ; and umfair to demand of
others what we are not well perfuaded is
our Due.. ‘Therefore to avoid both, we
fhould afk the Opinion of fkilful and upright
Advifers. If this be in our Favour, the next
proper Steps will be, laying our Claim, with
the Proofs of it, fo far as Prudence will per-
mit, before the Perfon concerned; repre-
fenting it, “in 2 friendly and ferious Manner,
as an Affair, in which his Conicience is in-
terefted ; procuring the Affiftance of thofe,
who have Weight with him, if we know any
fuch; taking the Opportunity of his being,
at any Time, in 2 more confiderate Difpofi
tion than ordinary; rprefling him, not to
rely too much on his own Judgment, where
it may fo eafily be biaffed: yet forbidding
him to rely on ours, if he would; and beg-
ging him to confult fome other worthy and
able Perfon; offering to pitch on one or
more, if Circumftances perfuade to it,
whofe Determination fhall conelude us both :
and intreating him to fay, whether he would
not think this, in any other Cafe, very rea-
fonable. If flill he cannot prevail on him-

cIf to comply : we may endeavour-to leffen
: the
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the Difficulty, by propofing to accept a fmall
Payment, where none hath been made of
fome Time; or a fmall Variation, where a
cuftomary Payment is pleaded: in Hopes,
that cither the Defire of enjoying, with fome
Degree of good Confcience, the Main of what
he withholds - now with a bad one; or, at
leaft, that of avoiding the Coft and Hazard

of a Conteft, may win him over.
If none of thefe Methods (which too com-
“monly ‘happens) will operate, after a due
Seafon allowed them for it; the only remain-
ing Remedy is an Appeal to the Law. But
here I would be far from exciting any of you
to plainly fruitlefs or. over-dangerous At-
tempts. I am very fenfible, how unfavour-
able the Times are to ecclefiaftical Preten-
fions, how enormous the Expences of legal
Proceedings, how fmall the Incomes of moft
Benefices, how ftrait the Circumftances of
moft Clergymen : Confiderations, that, one
thould think, would reftrain Perfons of any
Generofity, nay of any Compaflion, from
bearing hard ypon them. But they ought
not to be pleaded by any of us, to excufe
ourfelves from undertaking a neceflary Bur-
then;
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then; which perhaps we are as well able to
fupport, as any, who will be likely to come
in our Stead. I am fenfible too, and would
have you be fo, that fcarce any Thing is a
more effeGual Hinderance to our doing Good
amongft our Parifhioners, than the Character
of being litigious; which many delight to
give us: but with how little Juftice, in ge-
neral, one fingle Obfervation amongft feveral
that might be alledged, will more than
fufficiently fhew; that of 700 Suits for
Tithes, brought by the Clergy into the
Court of Exchequer, which is only about
one in 14 Parithes, during the Space of 53
Years, from the Refloration to the Year
1713, 6oo were decided for them. Itis
true, our obtaining Juftice againft any Man,
though in ever o clear a Caufe, is very apt
to be refented, by himfelf and his Friends
at leaft, as grievous Injuftice. But ufing the
previous amicable Meafures, which I have
recommended, muft in fome Degree pre-
vent, either fevere Imputations upon us, or
however the Belief of them: and if not
intirely, yet, by Mildnefs, and Prudence,
we may certainly regain in Time the Re-

I putation,
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puration, we never deferved to lofe. At
leaft our Succeffors will enjoy, free from all
Blame, what we recover to them: whereas
if we acquiefce in the Detention of our Due,
they will ftill be more likely to do fo, and
thus the Lofs of it will be perpetuated.
Thercfore in Cafes both fufficiently plain,
and of fufficient Importance, when all other
Ways have been tried to no Purpofe, and
the Right will be either extinguithed, or
much obfcured, by Delay; and perhaps the
Example fpread further: I fee not, how we
can excufe ourfelves from applying to a
proper Court of Juftice, if we can hope to
procure a Sentence from it, without abfolute
Ruin or extream Diftrefs. For it is a mean
and wicked Selfithnefs, to hoard up Wealth,
confult our Eafe, or court the Favour of
our Superiors, by letting the Inheritance of
the Church be impoverithed, while the
Guardianthip of it is in our Hands.

But then we muft be doubly careful of
what all Men fhould be abundantly more
careful of, than moft are, that we never awe
Perfons, efpecially poor Perfons, unjuftly,
by threatening them with Law, into a Com-

pliance
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pliance with our Demands; and that no
Difpute of this Kind ever entice us to do any
Thing frandulent, or proveke us to do any
Thing illsnatired or vexatious. And par-
ticularly, if we have a Demand on any of
the People called Quakers, we fhould, if we
poflibly can, purfue it by that Method only,
which the A&, for the more eafy Recovery
of {fmall Tithes, hath provided: and rather
fit down with a moderate Lofs, than do
othervife. For they are a Generation, loud
in their Complaints, unfair in their Repre-
fentations, and peculiarly bitter in their Re-
fleGtions, where we are concerned: unwearied
in labouring to render us odious, and fur-
prifingly artful in recommending themftlves
to the Great,

But I proceed to the lefs troublefome and
difagrecable Duty of preferving what we flill
poflefs. Now to this End the moit obvious
Way is, keeping the Glebe in our own
Hands, and taking the Tithes and all other
Dues, ourfelves: for which Reafon probably,
amongft others, both ancient ecclefiaftical

Conftitutions, and later A&s of Parliament,
have reftrained and limited leafing of Bene-
Iz fices.
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fices. But many are fo little qualified for
this, and would be fo great Lofers by it: and
others would find it fuch a Hinderance tothe
Difcharge of their minifterial Office, or the
Purfuit of ufeful Studies: nay, where it
hath been long difufed, the People might
pethaps be fo much offended with the No-
velty: that I would by no Means prefs doing
it in all Cafes, but only recommend it in
proper ones. And where it is done, ifa
Clergyman were to attend to fuch Matters
too clofely ; and, above all, were to be over-
watchful and ftri¢t about {fmall Demands:
it would naturally raife a Contempt, if not
Hatred of him. And therefore it will be
much better to content ourfelves with giving
Parithioners, by prudent Inftrution, a general
Senfe of their Obligation to pay their Dues;
and by engaging Behaviour, a general Dif-
pofition to it; than to exat the minuter
Sorts of them with an indecent Eagernefs.
But ftill, where Rights, that may feem in-
confiderable in each particular Cafe, amount
to more on the Whole, than it is convenient
to lofe; and yet will be withheld, if not in-
fifted on: we muft do it, with as good a
Grace
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Grace as we can; and remind Perfons, if
there be Need, that fuch as make this ne-
ceffary, are indeed they, who act the mean
Part: that jt is no Fault of ours to require
what the Law hath allotted us for our
Maintenance; but a great Misfortune, that
fo much of it confifts in thefe petty Ar-

ticles.
Whatever Tithes it will be incommodious

to keep in our own Hands, we may com-
pound for with thofe who fhould pay them,
or leafe them to others. The former Way
will ufually be kinder and more obliging,
and fo far more eligible. Yet.on the other
Hand, if we chufe the latter, our Leflee will
probably find it his Intereft to take them in
Kind, which will preferve our Title to them
in Kind: and therefore it may at lealt be
expedient fometimes, in Relation to any
queﬁionablc Parts of them. Butifa Tenant
will rather give up fome of our Rights, than
be at the Trouble of afferting them, we may
be under a Neceflity of doing it ourfelves.
And if we let any of our Tithes to the Pro-
prictor of what they arife from, or to whom-~
focver we let our Glebe, it thould never be

=5 5 fop
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for too long 2 Time at the fame Rent: elfe
we run a great Rifque of being told, that we
aré intitled to Nothing more. The Perfon
indeed, who makes the Agreement with us,
¢annot think fo: and yet what even he may
pretend to our Succefiors, we cannot forefee.
But the Perfon, that comes after him, may
infift on it even to Us: and though the Evil
fhould be dclayed longer, it will happen
much too foon.” Weritten Agreements, dif=
cteetiy worded, may be an ufeful and effec-
tual Pncvcntwe Yet thefe, in Courfe of
T1me, may be loft by various Accidents :
or Conftancy ¢ of the fame unvaried Payment
be alledged as a ﬁronger Argument on one
Side, than they are on the other And if
cxther fhould prove our Cafe, contendmg at
Liw with any Panﬂnoner will be a very
undefirable Thmg and contendmg with a
powerful one may bc an impracticable Thmg
Thercforc we ought never to begin Cuﬁoms,
, thit may be dangerous: and if they are
begdn, even b) our Prcdeccffors Fault, and
yet more if by our own, we fhould think
how to ftop them without Delay. But the
I‘ea& ‘we can do, i refolute]y to refufe autho-

I'lZng
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rizing fuch Invafions, by giving any Thing
under our Hands, which may but feem an
Acknowledgment that what we receive is a
prefcript and unchangeable Payment, unlefs
we are very well aflured that the Law will
efteem it fuch. We ought rather to lofe it
ourfelves, than procure it by an A&, that
will prejudice our Succeflors. Barely con-
tinuing to accept it unaltered, is doing more
than enough to their Difadvantage : therefore
we ought on no Account to go further; but
on the contrary, labour to procure and per-
petuate, if we can, fuch Evidence, as may be
of fervice to them.

Nor fhould we be careful only to preferve
our Benefices from any Diminution of In-
come, but alfo from any Addition of Ex-
peace, which would amount to the fame
Thing: for heavy Burthens, and very unfit
ones, of riotous Entertainments in particular,
and thofc fometimes at the moft improper
Seafons, have been introduced and eftablithed,
in many Places, by the Inconfideratenefs and
Supinenefs of Incumbents. We thall do
well, abfolutely to break and annihilate fuch
Cuftoms, if it remains legally poffible : and

: Ig4 A PTF
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if not," to ufe our utmoft Influence towards
procuring the Confent of the Perfons con-
cerned, to change them into fomething elfe,
lefs exceptionable and more ufeful, to be
fecured to them as firmly, as may be; witha
Covenant added, that they fhall be entitled to
return to their old Ufage, if ‘ever they are
denied the Benefit of the new. ;
Provided the above-mertioned Precautions
be obferved, we are much at Liberty to treat
our -Parifhioners as kindly, as we will: and
very kindly we ought to treat them: never
permitting them, if we know it, to go
without any Thing, which s their Right ; to
pay any Thing, which is not due; or even
to take any Thing too dear: always making
them equitable Abatements, admitting every
tolerable Excufe for their Delays of Payment;
and rather chufing to lofe ever fo much by
them, than with any Shadow of Juftice be
accufed of Cruelty towards them. Yet when
we fhew them any Indulgence, we thould
let them fee, we arg fenfible of what we do
for them; elfe they may impute it to our
Ignorance, not our Goodnefs. And we ought
not to be fo eafy with them, as to fet them
againft
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againft a Succeflor, who cannot afford to
imitate us; or difqualify ourfelves, by 2 pro-
mifcuous Kindnefs to all, from being efpe-
cially kind to fuch as want. = But whatever
Improvements we make in our Benefices, by
whatever juft Means, it will be a prudent
Guard againft Envy, as well as a right Be-
haviour on other Accouants, to increafe, at
the fame Time, either a fober modeft Hof~
pitality, for neither Excefs nor vain Shew
at all become our Fun&ion; or, which is
yet better, and ought never to be excluded
by the other, a judicious Charity; above
all, to the induftrious and virtuous Poor,
extended to their Sculs, as well as their
Bodies.

For the Purpofe of recovering or pre-
ferving the Rights of Vicarages, the original
‘Endowments of them may be very ufeful.
And thefe you are to feek for in the Regifter-
Books of the Diocefe of Lincoln, out of
which this was taken. But I have colleted
Copies of fome; and can direét you to Books,
printed or manufcript, in which are Copies
of others; or to that Part of the Regifter-
Books, in which they may be found: and

thall
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thall gladly give any of you whatever Infor-
mation is in'my Power. But you muft not
always conclude your prefent Rights to be
Teither more nor lefs, than fuch an Endow-
ment fets forth: both beeaufe there may be
a fubfequent one, with Variations ;. and be-
caufe, where no fubfequent one appears, long
Cuftom, in particular Cafes, may createa legal
Prefumption, that there was one, upon which
that Cuftom was grounded.
" For the fame Ufe, in Re&ories, as well
as Vicarages, Terriers were dire¢ted : how
anciently, I cannot fay. But the 87th Canon
of 1603 enjoins, that the Bifhop of cach
Diocefe thall procare them to be taken, by
the View of honeft Men in every Parifh, to
be appointed by him, whereof the Minifter
to be one: it fpecifies the Particulars, of
which they fhall confift, and orders them to
be laid up ‘in the Bifhop’s Regifiry. How
often they fhall be taken, it doth not mention,
Bat plainly the Changes, which Time in-
troduces, particularly in the Names of the
Parcels and Abuttals of Glebe Lands,
require 2 Renewal of Terriers at reafonable
Diftances. - This Canon hath been obferved
A fo
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fo imperfedly, that of about 200 Parithes,
of which this Diocefe confifts, there are
Terriers in the Regiftry of no more than
about 126: and of moft of them only one:
and of thefe, not 20, fince the Year 1683.
In the Convocation of 1704, Complaints
were made of the like Omiffions elfewhere :
and in thofe of 1710, 1714, 1715, 2 Scheme
was formed, that where no Terrier had been
made for 7 Years then laft paft, (which
looks as if a Repetition every 7 Years was
intended *) the Minifter fhould make one
with the Church-wardens, or fuch Parithi-
oners as the Bithop thould appoint: that
three indented Copies of it in Parchment
fhould be figned by them; one to be ex-
hibited at the Bithop’s next Vifitation, the
fecond 2t the Archdeacon’s, and the third put
in the Parith Cheft*. But thefe Propoials
having never reccived the San&ion of due

® Prideszx, DireQions to Church-wardens, § g9. faith,
that the Bithop at every Vifiadon ufoally requires z pew
Termier.  Bihop Gifjem propofcs that there thould be a
new ome where there bad beem nome fince the Reflora-
Ton.
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the Regiflry, and that they faould not be delivered out, with-
eat Secunty gives. e
A Autho-
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Authority, are to be confidered as no more
than prudent Direions : the Canon of 1603
ftill continues our only legal Rule. And I
am very, defirous to perform the Part, which
it affigns to. me.. But then I muft beg your
Affiftance in order to my nominating proper
Perfons, that is, Parithioners of the greateft
Probity, . Knowledge, and Subftance to be
joined in. the Work with you. Terriers
indeed are of more Ufe in Caufes tried before
ecclefiaftical Judges,: than temporal: who
will not allow the fpiritual Judicatures to be
Courts of Record; but ftill, when regularly
made, they will have fome Weight cvery
where. . At leaft they will be valuable and
authentic Informations to your Succeffors:
and probably the Parifhioners of future Times
will be athamed to infift on Claims, contrary
to what they will fee inferted under the Hands
of their Predecefiors, perhaps their Fathers
or near Relations. But then, to produce
thefe good Effeéts, indeed to prevent their
producing bad ones, they muft be made with
great Care. If there be a preceding Terrier,
it muft be confulted; if it be defetive, the

Defects muft be fupplied ; if it be accurate,
there
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there muoft be no Variations from it in the
new, but where they are neceffary to render
Defcriptions intelligible ; or where other Al-
terations have been made that require them.
For contradi®ory Terriers will hurt, if not
deftroy, each other’s Evidence. It will alfo
be right to exprefs in them, what peculiar
Burthens are incumbent on the Minifter, or
that there are none, as well 2s what Property
belongs to him. But if his Right, or Obli-
gation, to any Thing, be doubtful: either
po Terrier muft be made, till the Doubt is
removed; or it muft be fet down there as a
doubtful Point ; but by no Means given up,
to pleafe any Perfon, or ferve any Purpofe
. whatever. For Terriers, that make againft
the Clergy, will do them abundantly more
Harm, than fuch, as make in their Favour,
will do them Good. And laftly, though
it may be needlefs and inconvenient to em-
ploy many Perfons in drawing up a Terrier,
yet the more fign it, the better; efpecially of
confiderable Perfons: for to omit any of
them, and multiply the Names of others,
will appear fufpicious. And as it may not

always
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always be eafy to procure fuch Hands, as
you could wifh; favourable Opportunities
mauft be prudently fought and waited for;
and the Work undertaken, when they offer,
and not before,

Other very ufeful Precautions, of near Af-
finity to this of Terriers, are, that if any
Augmentations have been made of your Bene-
fices, by Payments referved in Church or
College Leafes, by the Queen’s Bounty, or
otherwife : or if any Agreements have been
entered into, between you, or your Prede-
ceflors, and the Patron and Ordinary, for
making any Exchange or Inclofures, or doing
any other A&, which affe@s your Income,
or any Part of it, whether it be confirmed by a
legal Decree or not : proper Evidences of thefe
Things fhould both be kept amongft your pa-
sochial Papers, and depofited in the public
Office. - Indeed the Law requires that Aug-
mentations, made by ecclefiaftical Bedies or
Perfons, be entered in a Parchment Book, to
be kept in the Bithop’s Regiftry for that End %
And though A&s of Parliament, pafied for

¢ 29 Car, 2.¢. 8: § 4, 5, 6.
any
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ény of the Purpofes above-mentioned, may
be confidered as Things more notoricas: yet
without the fame Sort of Care, the Memory
of thefe alfo may be loft, or fome of the Pro-
vifions made in them controverted.

There is fiill one Thing more, that, amongft
feveral other Ufes to which it extends, may
be very ferviceable to afcertain the Rights of
Eivings: I mean repeating from Time to
‘Time, the ancient Pra&ice of Perambula-
tions : which hath been long freed from Su-
perflition ; and, if preferved alfo from intem-
perance and tumultuous Contefts, the laft of
which Evils may be prevented by friendly
Difcourfe beforehand with the chief I::habi-
tants of your own and the neighbouring
Parithes : the Thankfgivings, Prayers, and

entences of Scripture, with which the
Injun&ions of Queen Efizubeth dire& it to
be accompanied, will render it a very pious
Cercmony : and the civil Benefits of it may
be confiderable. For though, without it,
there feldom will arife any Queftion, to what
Parifh, Lands, that bave been long cultivated,
appertain: yet concerning others, in the
Whole
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Whole or in Part, there often doth. And
fome, that are worth but. little at prefent,
may come hereafter to be of great Value.
But, befides preferving the Incomes of
our Benefices from Encroachments, we are
bound to preferve the Lands and Edifices, be-
longing to them, in good Condition. If
therefore we commit Wafte on our Glebe, or,
through Covetoufnefs or Negligence, impo-
verith it, or fuffer our Tenant to impoverith
it, we a& dithonourably and unjuftly: as
alfo, if we permit our Dwelling-houfes or
Out-buildings to fall into Decay, for Want of
early or {ufficient Repair. A {mall Expencein
Time may prevent the Neceflity of a much
larger afterwards, and thus, by negleing it,
we may hurt ourfelves ; which would doubt-
lefs be unwifeé; but defignedly throwing the
Burthen on our Succefor deferves a harther
Name. And if we either fquander extrava-
gantly, or hoard avaritioufly, what we fave
thus; it doubles the Fault. If mere Indo-
lence be the Caufe of our Omuiflion; it is
by no Means a good Principle ; and produces

Effecs, as bad, as if it were aworfe. Nay,
if
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if we are inflacnced by the Defire of making
only a reafonable Provifion for our Families ¢
we have no Right to provide for them by
wronging our Succeffor: and perhaps de-
priving our Parithioners of the Benefit of
having a Minifter refident amongft them.
Pofiibly fome may fay, that their Executors
muft account for whatever they leave out of
Order: and therefore they dono Harm. Bat,
it may be, they will leave them Nothing to
account with: efpecially as the common
Law prefers the Payment of other Debts be-
fore Dilapidations®. At leaft they well
know, that the Law, though it will allow
more, than Executors commenly pretend:: and
perhaps more, than would have prevented
the Damage, if applied in Time; will not
allow enough to. repair it afterwards; or
however not to compenfate moreover for the
Expence and Trouble of taking that Remedy :
and that therefore, in all Likelthood, a Suc-
cefior, to avoid Law, will chufz rather to ac-
cept of lefs, than he eught to have. Now
driving him to this, is doing him 2 grofs In-

¢ See Gikfex’s Coderx, P. 7G1.

K jurys
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- jury; and that very probably when he is:juft
coming into the World in fuch Circam-
ftances, ‘that it will weigh heavy upon him,
apd may put him behind hand for a long
Time. Some' again will plead, that they
really cannot af*ord to repair their Houfes.
And doubtlefs the Condition of many is very
pitiable, and deferves the Affiftance, as well
as, Compaflion, of their. richer Neighbours
and Brethren.  But fill what Reafonisthere
to think, that they, who come after them,
will he better able, when the Houfes are
grown worfe? = And what muft it therefore
end in, unlefs timely Prevention be applied?
Others may alledge, theirsarein Repair; and
no Dilapidations will be found, when they
leave them.. . Rutare they in fuch Repair, {o
fubftantial and fo decent, as a Minifter’s
Houfc ought, that belongs to {uch a Benefice:
or only juft habitable, and patched up to
hold out a little longer 2 Perhaps you keep
your. Houfe in as.good a Condition;, as you
found it, . But did you think your Predecef-
for acted well; ' when he leftit youin no bet-
ter? If not, that which was his Duty, is now
yours. Thefe Things all Incumbents ought
105 : to
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to confider: but fome more efpecially; =5
they whao have large Benefices, and they whe
havetwo : which may be erdinarily fuppofed
equivalent to 2 large one. Yetthefe latter, in
how good Order foever they may, for their
own Sakes, keep the Houafe ihey ufually re-
fide in, have too often left the other to be
treated 2s 2 Farmer or Tenant pleafes: tll it
bath grown, if not ruinous, yet very uafuit-
zble to its next proper Inhebitant, Again,
gich Perfons, that are poffeflfed of poor Liv-
ings, ought peculiarly to refle@, how ncble
an Opportunity is put into their Hands of
being BenefaGors to them : by repaining, cr,
if Need be, rebailding, and fitting up, the

Houfles; and improving whatever little Space

e

of Groundlies zbout them, infuch Manner, as
will maks both comiortable to the fucceeding
Owners..  And the very different Method,
which they have fometimes taken, of living
in better Hzbitations themfelves, and letting
thefle run into Decay, i extremely ungene-
rousand illiberal. Yetindeed, on the other
Haad,making Parfonages or Vicarzge Houles,
or the Appurtenances of them, o large for
their own Coavenience, as to bring og after-

K 2  wards



148 The Biftop of OXFoRDYs
wards too great an Expence in fupporting
them, would be a Mark, either of much Va-
nity, or little Confideration.

On this whole Subject I might, inftead of
Pcrfuaﬁon, ufe Authority alone.  But as the
latter would be much Tefs pleafing to me:
io I hope the former will be as effe&tual thh
you. Llfe, the Laws of the Church in thls
Natlon, empower the Blfhop, if Incumbcnts
do not repair their Houfes in a decent Man-
ner’, to take Cognizance of the Negle& ei~
t‘xer on Complaint or by voluntary Inquiry,
and to proceed agamf’c them by ecclefiattical
(,eniures or, after admonifhing them in vam,
to make hxmfelf what Repau' is ncedful out
of the Proﬁts of their Benefices: and what
Pxoportlon of them thall be applled to this
Purpofe, is left to his D:fcrctxon but the
]nJun&lons of H. 8. Ed. 6. and Q. Elz.
direCted 2 ﬁfth ®. And afurther Conftitution

¢ Semper tamen rationabilis confideratio fit habenda ad fa-
cultares ecclefiz.” Conft. Edm. §i Redor ; on which Lyxd-
wood’s Note is, Quia in beneficio pxngumn reguxruntur =di-

ficia mag:s fumptuofa quam in beneficio minus pingui.  Lib,
- Tir 27, de Eecl. zdlﬁcandls Verb. F. amltaie.r Ecclefiz,

P
16 e Gzl/bns Codex, 'T. 32. C. 3. P. 789, &e.
¢ Sec Wilkins, Vol. 4. P. 5. The Ref. Leg Eccl, Tit. de
Dxlapxdauombus, (4% 2. 77- dxre&s only a 7( l,
of
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of Otkbobon; pnbli!héd in the Year 1268, ex-
prefsly orders, that fuch a Sequeftration be
made in the Cafe of Houfes fallen down, as
well as decayed». And the Ref. Leg. Eccl.
had provided in the fame Manner for the fame
Thing’, in Conformity with evident Reafon.
Indeed; where no Houfe hath been for a
long Time; compelling the Incumbent to re-
build one may feem hard. But is it not
harder ftill, that his Parithioners and Succef~
fors fhould never more enjoy an Advantage,
intended to be a perpetual one? At leatl;
whatever he may think of his legal Obliga-
tion, he thould confider, whether he is not
in Confcience obliged to devote fome fit-
ting Share of his Income to this Ufe. Surely;
if he doth not think it a ftri¢t Doty, he muit
think it; unlefs there be fome peculiar Reafon
to the econtrary, an excellently good A&ion,
And fuppofing that what he can lay by, will
amount only to a tolerable Beginning: yet
others may, and probably will, fooner or
iater, add to it, and complete the Work.

‘_ Gibfer’s Codex, Tit. 32. C. 3. P. 785.
1Tit. de Dilap. C. 2. P. 7.
K 3 But
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But whatever Care you ought to take, and
¥ ought to fee that you take, in Relation to
your Houfes : there is ftill a much greater,
for the fame Reafons and- more, due from
you, who are Rectors, in"Relation to your
Chancels: and I am yet more exprefsly au-
thorized, by Statute-Law as well as Canon,
to fuperintend this Matter. Chancels are the
moft facred Part of the Church: and the
wholeChurchought to be preferved inaCon-
dition, worthy of that Being, whofe it is;
and fit to infpire his Werfhippers with Re-
verence.  The Light of Nature taught the
Heathens to adorn their . Temples®. God
himfelf provided, ‘by exprefs and minute
Dircé&ions, for the Beauty of his SanGuary
amongft the Jews: the ancient Chriftians
imitated thefe Precedents, as foon asever the
Danger of Perfecution ceafed': and if the
following Ages carried their Notionsof Mag-
nificence and ‘Ornament in religions Edi-
fices too far, ‘as undoubtedly they did, in
heaping up Treafures there, which had much

k Hor. Od. 15. Lib. 2. and Sat. 2. Lib. z. v. 1¢3,

304, 1C5. ¥ Sce Bingham. s
© better
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cumbent on the Re&or, as of common
Right ”. I believe it continues to be fo flill
in other Nations: but the Cuftom of ours
hath releafed us from the largeft Part of the
Burthen ; for which Reafon we ought to bear
the Remainder very chearfully ; and exceed
" what in Stri€tnefs might be demanded of us.
Plainnefsof Appearance, though carried almoft
to the Bordets of Negle&, in Relation to our
own Perfons and Abodes, may be a ju-
dicious and inftructive Mark of Simplicity
-and Humility. But it will be much more
{o, if, at the fame Time, we are liberal in.
providing for the Honour of facred Things.
And if, inftead of that, we take juft the con-
trary Part; dwell, as the Prophet exprefles
himfelf, in ceiled Houfes, and let the Houfe
of God lie wafle®; fuffer the principal Part
of it, and that with which we are intrufted,
to be in a worfe Condition, than any common
Room we live in; think Nothing too good
for ourfelves, and every thing good enough
for him and his Service; it is an exceeding
bad Sign; and muft have a moft undefirable

Effe@ on all who obferve it. 1 believe indeed

= See Conff. Othob. Tit. 17. and Fobn de Athon, Verb,
Cancellos. 8 Hag. 1. 4.
that
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that the Chancels, which belong to Incoms-
bents, will be generally found in the beft
Condition of any. - Yet fome even of thefe,
I fear, have fcarce been kept in neceflary pre-
fent Repair, and others by no Means duly
cleared from Annoyances, which muft gradu-
ally bring them to Decay: Water under-
mining and rotting the Foundations, Earth
heaped up againft the Outfide, Weeds and
Shrubs growing upon them, or Trees too
near them. Where {ufficient Attention is paid
to thefe Things: too frequently the Floors
are meanly paved, or the Walls dirty or
patched, or the Windows ill glazed, and it
may be in Part ftopt up, or the Roof not
ceiled : or they are damp, offenfive and un-
wholefome, for Want of a due Circulation of
Air. Now it is indifpenfably requifite to
preferve them not only ftanding and fafe, but
clean, neat, decent, agreeable: and it is
highly fit to go further, and fuperadd, not a
light and trivial Finery, but fuch Degrees of
proper Dignity and Grandeur,as we are able,
confiftently with other real Obligations. Per-
haps they may have been long, or perhapsal-
ways, as mean as they are at prefent. Bet

the
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the Meannefs' which in Ages of lefs Ele-
‘gance ‘might ‘give no Offence, may juftly
give more than a little now. And why
fthould not the Church of God, as well
as every Thing elfe about us, partake of the
JImprovements of later Times? In feveral
of your Chancels, I doubt not, every Thing
which I have been recommending is done.
In others you have refolved to do it: and if
any have net rightly confidered the Matter
before, they muft be fenfible that it was my
Duty to admonith them, and is theits to re-
gard the Admonition. For, as to the Ex-
cufes, which may be pleaded under this
Head of Chancels, they have been obviated,
under the former of Parfonage-Houfes.

It only remains now, that I {peak briefly
to the third Point, our Obligations in re-
gard to the Temporalities of our Benefices,
when we have a near View of quitting them :
whether by Death, which may be near us at
any Time, and muft be o in old Age; or
any other Way. Some, becaule they were
not to continue Incumbents long, have fet
themfelves to confult their own Interefts, by

Negle&t of all expenfive Duties, by commit-
ting
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ting Wafte, by allowing others to commit it
A Manner of proceeding, in all Cafes uniaft:
when they ere removing to 2 better Income,
peculiarly dithonourable ¥ whea they fee their
latter End approach, thockingly wicked;
vnlefs the Deeay of their Faculties furnith
fome Excufe for them. Reje&ing therefore
all fuch Prattices with juft Abomination, we
are bound, in thefe Circumftances, to confider
fericufly, what our paft Fauls and Omif-
fions, relating to this Article, have beea: o
undo, as far as we can, what we have done
amifs: to do immediatcly what we ought to
have done fooner: to make the Amends we
are able, if any Harm hath happeaed by the
Delay; and indecd, fome Amends for the
Chance there was, that Harm might have
happened. Bat, how rightly foever we may
have 2&ed hitherto, there will fill be Duties,
peculiar to the Time, which I 2m pow fup-
pofing: that we fecure to our Succeffors,
whatever Books, Deeds, and Papers, relating
to our Benefices, came dawn to us from our
Predecefiors; whatever Evidences, our owa
Iacumbency hath furnithed ; in 2 Word,
whatever Notices may be of Impottance,con-

cerning
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cerning the Rights, or the Value, of thd
Living we enjoy. But particularly, if we
have been fo inconfiderate; as to make any
long Agreement, which a fucceeding Mi-
nifter may be in Danger of miftaking, or
others may be témpted to fet up, for an ef=
tablithed Prefeription ; as may eafily happen
if it was done many Years ago: we ought to
leave them the moft authentic Proofs of
the real State and Truth of the Cafe. Some
have through Indolence omitted thefe Things:
Others have defignedly kept in their own
Power, .or left in that of their Executors,
all fuch Means of ‘Information; that their
Succeffors, in order to receive them, may
be bound to behave reafonably and kindly,
as they are pleafed to term it; that is, may
be under a Neceflity of fubmitting to what-
ever unreafonable Things fhall be demanded
of them; in refpect of Dilapidations, or any
other Point. This, you cannot but fee,
would be making an unfaithful Ufe of thofe
Lights, which have been intrufted with you
by others, and an opprefiive one of thofe
which yeu have added yourfelves. Or fup=

pofing that only equitable Requefis are made
to
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#0 a Succeflor, and that he refufes them:
ftill it is not a Chriftian Part, to prevent this
Injury by threztening, and much lefs to re-
vcngc it bydoing, what in all Likelihood would
be a far greater Injury; and may extend its
bad Eff‘&s beyond the Perfon who hath
given the Provocation, to all that thall fill
his Place hereafter, though perfedly inno-
cent ; and to every one that might have fhared
in the Advantage of their enjoying 2 more
plentifol Income. Nor is it fufficient, that
you difapprove fuch Condu&, unlefs you
meke 2 duc Provifion, that your Reprefen-
tatives when you are gone fhail not be guil-
ty of it. You may have a better Opinion of
them, in this Refped, than they deferve: at
leaft, there can be no Harm in taking a little
more Care of fuch a Matter, than might be
abfolutely neceffary.
- One powerful Motive, to be careful in 2ll
the Points, which I have been mentoning,
is; that few Things will contribute more to
your maintaining while you live, and leaving
when yeu die, thc Charadter of Men of Pro-
bity and Honmeur, amongft your Neighbours
in
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in general, and your Brethren of the Clergy
in particular, than your diligent and difin-
terefted Attention to a& worthily and kindly
in Relation to your Succeflors, though pro-
bably you know them not, or however have
no perfonal Connection with them. Nor will
many Things throw a blacker or more laft-
ing Stain upon Perfons, than a low Cun-
ning, or a felfith Indifference, in thefe Affairs.
But indeed Confcience, as well as Reputa-
tion, is deeply concerned in the Matter, as
I doubt not, but you are all fenfible. Nor
furely will any one elfe imagine, either that
my Exhortations to you, . any more than
yours. to- your, Hearers, imply you to be
guilty of, or elpecially inclined to any of the
Faults, againft which they are levelled : or
that, by fpeaking thus long of your worldly
Affairs, I feem to think them of Weight
equal, or comparable, to your fpiritual
Fun&lions. But the beft of us have Need to
" be admonithed of all our Duties, be they
Dutie§ of higher Rank or lower, each in
their Turns. Temporal Things are not to
be neglected ;: and thofe leaft of all, which
are
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are fet apart for the Service of Things eter—
nal.  But then we muft be watchful over
them, in order to employ them, as they were
meant to be employed: and if we preferve
and tranfmit them ever fo faithfully, but
ufe them unfaithfully; ftudying only or
chiefly to enrich or advance ourfelves, or
gratify our fenfual Appetites, or Love of Di-
verfions, or of elegant Appearance, by
Means of thofe Revenues, which were given
us for Ends widely different: (partly to make
a comfortable and moderate, not a fuper-
fluous and invidious Provifion for ourfelves
2nd ours, and partly to ferve the Purpofles
of Religion and Charity) we offend God,
fin 2g2inft our Brethren, and provoke Men
to take from us what they are too ready to
fay we do no Good with: .as indeed litile
would be done, were fuch a Conduét ge-
neral. It is true; and the Laity ought to
confider it a great deal ‘more than they do,
that we have very few of us much, if any
Thing; tofpare. But they who have, fhould
fez their Light- fbine before Men, and be feen
to lay it out ' pious Ufes prudently chofen:

.50 and
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and the pooreft fhould occafionally give what
Alms they can; and make Amends for their
Inability on this Head, by a double Dili-
gence in ufeful Inftruion, pious Example,
and obliging Behaviour, to-the meaneft of
their People. Without a remarkable Degree
of fuch Care, we fhall have few or no
Friends: and notwithftanding it, we fhall
have many Enemies. This is hard Treat-
ment: but angry Complaints will only make
it worfe; and the moft reafonable Expof-
tulations not much better, unlefs we firft
confider, wherein we are faulty or defective,
and amend it; wherein we are unjuftly
blamed or fufpe@ed, and clear ourfelves :
then patiently perfevere in well-doing, 7z
all Things approving ourfelves as the Minifiers
of God, by Purenefs, by Knowledge, by Long-
Suffering, by Kindnefs, by Love unfeigned, by
the Word of Trutb, by the Armour of Righte-
oufinefs on the right Hand and on the left,
tbhrough Honour and Difkonour, tbrough evil
Report and good Report®. Other Means, if
they could fupport us, cannot ecnable us to
anfwer the End of our Inftitution, But by

93 Cor, vi. 4,6, 7, 8.
thele
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Of the former Sort are thofe Offences
againft Religion and Morals, which the
Church-wardens are bound by Oath to pre-
fent; and the Incumbent, or his Curate,
impowered and charged by the r13th and
following Canons to join with them in pre-
fenting, if Need be; or to prefent alone, if
they refufe, This naturally implies, what
the 26th Canon expreffes, that the Minifter
is to urge the Church-wardens to perform
that Part of their Office. Indeed your firft
Endeavour thould be, by due Inftruétions 2nd
Exhortations, to hinder fuch Offences: your
next, by due Reproofs, public or private', to
amend them. But if both prove ineffec-
tual, what remains is, to get them correéted
by Authority. 1 am perfeitly fenfible, that
both - Immorality and Irreligion are grown
aJmoft beyond the Reach of ecclefiaftical
Power: - which having in former Times
been very unwarrantably cxtended hath
fince been very un)uf’cly and 1mprudently
Cramped and weakened many Ways. I am
fenfible alfo, that fomcumes Church-war-
dens, nay even Minifters, are fo dependent
pn Pcrfons, who deferve to be prefented
that
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that they cannot prefent them without im-
minent Hazard of ruining themfelves: and
farther ftill, that fome Offenders, if they
were thus expofed, would only become
worfe, and fet themfelves to make others
worfe; while fome again, as the Apoiftle
exprefles it in this very Cafe, would be fiva/-
lwed up with over-much Sorrowi. Now
furely it cannot have been defigned by our
gracious Redeemer, or the Rulers of his
Church, that the Power of fpiritual Cen-
fures, which the fame Apoftle hath twice
declared the Lord to bave given for Edifi«
cation, not for Defiruction®, thould be exer-
cifed in Circamftances like thefe. There-
fore when Circumftances are evidently and
undeniably of this Kind, I think you thould
not infift on your Church-wardens prefent-
ing. But there is much more Danger of their
being guilty of too great Remifsnefs,than run-
ning into overmuch Rigour. And therefore
you muft advife and intreat them to make Pre-
fentments of Sinners, where probably it will
be ufeful ; and to contemn the Difpleafure of
bad People, when it can have no extremely ill
Confequences, (of which there is commonly
2 2 Cor. ii. 7. b 2 Cor. x. 8. and xiii. 10,

L4 much
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much more Fear than is neceflary) for the
Hope of their Amendment and the Good of
others round them. The very Office of
Church-wardens obliges them to this: their
Oath yet more firmly, And if they are
backward Pull after being told § itdoth; you
muft acquamt them, ‘that you are'directed
by the 26th Canon, (in the Execution of
which however, as in all Points of Difcipline,
Difcretion fhould be ufed,) to.refufe them
the holy Communion ; not indeed for every
Neglect of prefenting Offences, but if they
wilfully neglect it in defperate Defiance of
their Oath, when they are urged to it by
their Neighbours, their Mmlﬁer or Ordi-
nary: for fo the fame Canon defcribes the
Cafe: in Wthh Cafe likewife you wﬂl in-
form them, the Court is authorized, by Ca-
non 117, to proceed agamﬁ them for Perjury,
But, along with thefe Terrors, you will be
fure to join ﬁmrg Encouragements You
will promife to defend them to the Parlﬂn~
oners, and even to the Perfon prefented as
doing on]y ‘their Duty You will affure
them, as you may, firft, that the Court will
take Notice of their Prefentments, no far-
ther, than is propcr, fo that they fhall not
incur
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incur the Difpleafure of the Offenders and
their Friends for Nothing; than, that it
will proceed, not with a View to Gain, but
to Reformation and Example; not with
exceffive, nor, if it can be avoided, with the
utmoft Rigour, but with Equity and Mo-
deration.
" If all this be unfuccefsful, you muft, in
Cafes that require it, offer to join with them,
or even reflolve to prefent without them.
But you muft never take any Step in thefe
Matters, much lefs the more extraordinary
Steps, from Motives of Refentment, Intereft,
or Party. If fuch Inducements can be with
any Cclour of Reafon imputed to you, they
will {o grievoufly difcredit what you do, that
probably you had better do Nothing. But
only take Care to thew, that you a& merely
from good Intention, accompanied ‘with
Temper and Prudence, after trying gentler
_Methods in vain: and fome will vindicate,
and even applaud you: more will inwardly
and filently refpe& you: and the Number
of the reft will not be formidable.
But then whoever brings a Complaint,
mufl enable the Court to take due Cogni-
‘ ' Zance
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zance of it: elfe Prefentments will be de-
fpifcd ; and the Confequences be worfe, than
if they had not been made. Evidence muft
of Neceflity be furnithed: otherwife there
can be no Proceeding. Expences, I hope
T may promife, will be as low as pofiible ;
and they fhould be cheerfully born for the
Good of the Parifh and the Public. Itis not
reafonable that the Court fhould bear them.
Temporal Courts never do. And befides,
‘there is Room for plaufible, though unjuft,
Sufpicions of Partiality, where the Judge
appears to be in Effect Profecutor too, and
1s interefted in condemning the Party accufed.
When Perfons are prefented, you muft
ufe your beft Endeavours to make them forry,
not merely that they are in Danger of being
punithed, but principally that they have
finned: and in Proportion as you fucceed in
that, recommend them to fuch Favour, as can
be thewn them. When Perfonsare excommu-
nicated, (which I heartily with no one ever
was but for Crimes, though indeed a wilful
Contempt of Authority is a great Crime) you
muft prefs them to confider ferioufly, how
they would be affected, if a Phyfician or 3
Lawyer
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Lawyer of Eminence pronounced their Cafe
defperate ; and of how much greater Impor-
tance the Concerns of Eternity are, than
thofe of Time. You muft alfo admonith
them, that flighting a Cenfure, pafled on
them for their Amendment, will make their
Condition fiill more deplorable. And when
they have been denounced excommunicate,
" by the 85th Canon, the Churchwardens
are to fee, that in every Meeting of the Con~
gregation they be kept out of the Church.
Nor muft you fuffer them to be Sureties
for Children in Baptifm, to receive the holy
Eucharift, or to have Chriftian Burial. Far-
ther, if they continue without Abfolution
for three Months, the 65th Canon direéts
you to declare them excommunicate in the
Parith Church every half Year; that others,
meaning fuch as have no neceffary Connec-
tions with them, may thereby be admo-
nithed to refrain their Company, and ex-
cited the rather to procure out a Writ de
Excommunicato capiends : that is, if the Cir=
cumftances of the Cafe make it requifite.
Again, when Perfons do Penance, you muft
be diligent to make them ferionfly fenfible

of
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of the Ufefulnefs of fuch Difcipline; and
the unfpeakable Obligations they have to the
Gofpel -of Chrift, ‘which alone affures Men
of Forgivene(s on any Terms. And laftly,
both on all fuch, and all other fit Occafions,
you muft remind your People, that however
the Cenfures of the'Church may be relaxed
or'evaded, the final Judgment of God on
obftinate Sinners is both unavoidable and in-
fapportable.

. Befides the Prefentment of Perfons who
give Offence, you are concerned likewife in
that’ of Things belonging to the Church,
which are not kept in good Repair and
Order.

I have already fpoken to you concerning
the Repair of your Houfes and Chancels;
and enlarged on the Reafons, why both, but
efpecially the latter, fhould be always pre~
ferved not only in a firm and fafe, but de-
cent and refpe@able State. Now the fame
Reafons hold in regard to the reft of the
Church : and after you have fet the Example
in your own Part, youmay with Reputation
and Weight call on your Parifhioners to do
what is proper in theirs, Andindeed youare

' bound



ffth Charge to bis CLERGY. 173
‘bound toit. For, as fsbn of Athon hath juftly
obferved®, Licet per confuetudinem exoneretur
Reélor a _fumptibus praflandis, non tamen exi-
mitur a ecura & _folicitudine impendends.
-Thus “far ‘even the Body of the Church is
ftill under your Infpection ; and if any Thing
be remarkably amifs there, and you take no
Notice; good and confiderate Perfons will
lament it, as a bad Sign and of bad Confe-
quence : others will make your Indifference
2 Plea to excufe their own; and yet while
they are glad of it, will be likely enough to
condemn you forit: and perhaps be led by it
to think meanly of Religion, as well as of
you. Befides,” Church-wardens have often
but little Senfe of Proprietyin thefe Matters :
therefore yon fhould labour to give them a
Senfe of it: convince them, by Reafon and
Scripture, of the Honour due to the Houfe
of God: thew them, that their own Honour
too is interefted ; thata Church in a handfome
Condition is a Credit to‘the whole Parith;
and in particular to the Officers, who have
put it in that Conditicn, and whofe Names
will be long remembered on that Account.
They are often afraid of the Expence. . Argue

€ Conff. Otbeb. 17.verd. ad baoc tesensar. P. 113
with
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with them, that Things may be done grax
dually, and fo the Expence be rendered almoft
-imperceptible : perfuade them to leffen their
Expences in needlefs Matters ; in eating and
drinking at Vifitations, and on other Occa-
“fions, fometimes to Excefs, never to any good
Purpofe; and obferve to them, how much
righter and more commendable it would be,
to lay out or lay up that Money for proper
Ufes: how fhameful indeed, to fquander it in
Riot and Folly,; and be never the better,
but the worfe the next Day; when they
might difpofe of it fo, as to.fee the good
Effe@s for Years, and have them feen for
Ages. If fhill you cannot -influence the
prefent’ Church-wardens, try their Succefs
fors. - You havea concurrent Right with the
Parithioners in chufing them; and if your
Opinions differ, you are to chufe one, they
another : unlefs there be a Cuftom to the
contrary. Surely then, within fome reafon-
able Time, you may get fuch as will hearken
to you. If you fail of Succefs that Way,
defire your People to refleét how their Money
goes: not in Fees of Vifitations, which are
no higher now, than when the Value of
Money
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75
Money was thrice, perhaps five Times,
higher, but in Extravagance and Intempe-
rance : that therefore they ought not to
complain of the Court, but of their own
Officers ; indeed ought to difallow the wrong
and idle Articles of their Accounts; and may
be aflured, the Court will fupport them in
doing fo.

Sometimes the Church-wardens are willing
to lay out the Money as they ought, but the
Parithioners unwilling. In that Cafe you
muft acquaint the former, that no Man’s
Confent is wanted for their repairing and
kecping in good Order, both the Church,
and every Thing belonging to it, which is
either neceffary, or which they found there:
nor is the Confent of every Man requifite,
but of the Majority only of a Parifh-Mecting
duly called, for adding any Thing new,
provided the Ordinary approve it. However,
they thould do'theit utmoft, and you thould
affift them, to procure the Concurrence of all
the Parithioners; or at leaft, of as many as
poffible: to whom you will reprefent for this
End, that 2 moderate Expence now will pre-
vent a much greater hereafter - that almoft all

the
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the Churches in the Nation were built many
Ages ago, and a very great Part of them
about the fame Time: that without conftant
and fubftantial Repairs, in'another Generation
or another Century, they will be falling at
the fame Time; and how will they be re-
built ? The Inhabitants, if we may guefs
from what we fee at prefent, will be both lefs
able and lefs inclined. As for Help from
Briefs: thofe for other Things produce but
little; but thofe for Churches extremely
little; to the great Shame indeed of Perfons,
who_ call themfelves Chriftians:: and you
1hould labour: to. reify their Prejudices on
this :Head, and excite them to be more
charitable. But God knows whether they
will ;. and if hereafter they fhould, what can
be hoped from it, when almoft every Parith
in the Land will want a Brief? Inmany, it
1s to be feared there will be no Churches;
in. others, wretchedly mean ones; to the
Contempt of all Religion amongft Infidels,
andof the Proteftant Religion amongft Papifts.
Repeat and inculcate it therefore on your
People, that they muft take Care of the
Churches they have: if not; their Pofterity
will
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will run the Rifque of having none. Too
many will fearcely be moved even by that
Confideration: but there is the more Need
of moving fuch as you can; and, getting
into a Condition of moving more, by all
proper Methods of recommending the Gof-
pel and yourfelves.

But to Perfons of Rank and Figure in
your Parithes, one fhould hope you might
apply with very fair Profpe@ of Succefs.
To thefe you may furely reprefent at favou-
rable Seafons, that labouring People part
very hardly with the Money, which they
get very hardly: thatthereforetheir Superiors
thould not only ufe their Influence and Ex-
ample to make them willing, but indeed
fhould do for them what perhaps they are
almoft as unable to do, as they are unwilling;
efpecially what goes any Length beyond Re-
pairs abfolutely neceflary: for that People of
low Degree, though they may have fome
Notion of Neatnefs and elegance, yet will
murmur grievoufly to pay much for it in
their Churches, and Part of their ill Humour
will fall on the Do&rine taught there : that
efpecially if they are Tenants, their Concern

M in
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in the Place being temporary, and poflibly
alfo fhort or uncertain, they will of Courfe
endeavour to fhift off the Burthen from
themfelves : but that Landlords have a more
lafting Intereft, and will find their Account
better in doing Things €arly at their own
Coft, than in letting them ran on, till the
Coft is much greater: for then, in fome
Shape or other, it muft come out of their
Pockets. With thefe Confiderations you will
not fail to join others of a higher Nature :
that facred Fabrics are appropriated to the
nobleft of Ufes, the Worthip of the great .
God; and to preferve or put them in a Con-
dition fuitable to it is one very proper Method
of exprefling and cherifhing a Senfe of Piety
in their own Minds, and {preading it through
their Families, Neighbours ana Dependants;
whereas, by fuffering his Houfe to be an
Object of Contempt and Scorn, while per-
haps they fpareNothing to beautify their own,
they will be underftood, and will tempt all
around them, to defpife the Service perform-
ed there, and him to whom it is paid: that
1epairing and embellifhing their Churches
w:II employ the Poor full as beneficially, as
adorning
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adorning their Seats and Gardens, and pro-
cure them a much better grounded, and
more~ general, Efteem. Indeed it is fur-
prifing, that Noblemen and Gentlemen will
fquander vaft Sums in the Gratification of
private Luxury and Vanity, for which more
condemn than applaud them ; and not con-
fider, that much fmaller Sums beftowed on
public Works, efpecially in Honour of Re-
ligion, would gain them the Admiration of
a whole Country; and the peculiar Blefling
of many, whom they would thus eafe from
Burthens : befides that they might thew their
good Tafte, if that be the favourite Point
with them, no lefs in one Way than the other.
But even Heathen Writers have obferved long
ago, that expenfive perfonal Indulgence, and
mean-{pirited Parfimony in what regards the
Community, are often Companions, and al-
ways ill Symptoms ‘.

But you may prefs the Obligation of re-
pairing and ornamenting yet more ftrongly,
both on fuch of the Nobility and Gentry,
and on fuch Colleges and ecclefiaftical Perions

Cic. pro Flacco. Hor.Od. L. 2. 15. Sat. L. 2. 2. 103, 104,
105-

M 2 o



180 The Bjfbop of OXFORD's
or Bodies, as are Impropriators : and likewife
on the Leflees of thefe latter; becaufe they
have a more beneficial Intereft in the Eftate,
than the Leflors. Being poflefled of the
greater Share of what was ariginally given for
the Support of the Service and the Fabric,
they are bound, at leaft in Confcience, to take
Care of both, if it be needful: but of one
Part of the Fabric, the Chancel, they are
indifputably bound by Law to take Care.
And yet too commonly even thofe among(t
them, who fhould be the moft attentive to
this Point, ftrangely negle&t it; or throw it
on their Tenants, who they know will of
Courfe neglett it; and concern themfelves no
farther, So their Chancels are only in fuch
Sort of Repair,as their Barns and Qut-houfes.
Now handfome Benefactions to put them in
a better Condition, given from Time to
Time, and efpecially when good Fines are
received, would fhew Piety and Generofity
at once; would abate the unjuft Envy and
Hatred, to which academical and ecclefi-
aftical Owaners of Eftates are liable; and fet
an Example, which others might probably
imitate,

"1 have
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1 have already faid, in {peaking of Chan-
cels, that the Ornaments of facred Places
ought not to be light and gaudy, but modeft
and grave. Amongft thefe a very proper
one, of the cheaper Kind, is, writing on
the Walls chofen Sentences of Scripture.
This was done as early as the 4th Centary°:
but in Procefs of Time ceafed to be done,
at leaft in the vulgar Tongue: and being
reftored at the Reformation, was forbidden,
as promoting that Caufe, by Bithop Beoznner
in Queen Mary’s Reign”. It not only diver-
fifies the Walls very agreeably and decently,
but affords ufeful Matter for Meditation to
the People, before the Service begins; and
qnay afford them uvfeful Admonition, when
their Eyes and Thoughts are wandering in the
Courfe of it. For thefe Reafons, I prefume,
the 82d Canon dire&s, that fuch Senteaces
be written in conventent Places;; and likewife,
that the ten Commandments be fet upon the
Eat End of every Church and Chapel : to
which undoubtedly the Creed and Lord’s
Prayer, though not mentianed in the Canon,
are very fit Companions.
¢ Bisg. vili. 8, 3. f Wilkiss, Vol. iv. p. 108.
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You muft alfo endeavour, that fuch Care
may be taken of the Furniture of  the
Church, and whatever is ufed in it, as the
Canons and Rubricks, and the Nature of the
Thing require: that the Surplice be origi-
nally of proper Linen, and kept clean, and
renewed before it becomes contemptible by
Age: that the Bible and Prayer Books be
whole and unfullied, and well bound: that
the Veflels for the Celebration of both the
Sacraments, and the Cover of the Holy
Table, but more efpecially the Bread and
Wine placed upon it, be fuitable in all Re-
{pe&s to the Solemnity : not fuch as may give
Difguft to the more delicate, and tempt
them to abbor, as the Scripture Expreffion
is, the Offering of the Lord®. Thefe are in
their Kind, Points of Importance : and fuch
as you imay for the moft Part eafily carry.
Another Thing, worthy of Notice, is the
Condition of your Church-yards. T take it
for granted, though I am afraid I forgot to
name it, that you keep thofe, which belong
to yourfelves, neat and decent : not turning
in Cattle to defile them, and trample down

€1 Sam. il 174 :

the
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the Grave-flones; and make confecrated
Ground fuch, as you would not fuffer Courts
before your own Doors to be; but taking
the Profits of the Herbage in fuch Manner,
as may rather add Beauty to the Place. And
I hope where a Church-yard belongs to
an Impropriator, you will do your beft to
get the fame Refpeét paid it; and to
whomfoever it belongs, the Fences well
kept up.

If, in any or all of the Particulars, which
‘T have fpecified, your Reprefentations will
be lefs offenfively introduced, or your At-
tempts be of more Weight, for your being
able to fay, that I dire@ed you to make
them, I do hereby dire& you accordingly ;
and defite you to fay, that Idid. Nor thould
you be contented with a tranfient Mention
of the Subje® once or twice; but where
there is any Hope, return to it on proper
Occafions, and try the Force of modeft Im-
partunity. If, after competent Trial, you
find no Effe®, you muft urge the Church-
wardens, to- prefent what is amifs, if they
will do no more. Indeed fuch Things as
be]ong to their own Care, they fhould not

M 4 prefent,
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prefent, but amend: and the Canons re-
quire not the former, but the latter. Only
when they have not Time for the latter,
the former is all they can do: and when
they have, it is better than doing Nothing.
For it gives Notice, and furnithes Room for
Admonitions and Injun&ions. If there be
Need, here again you muft encourage them
to prefent, by engaging to plead their Caufe
with the Parifhioners. You may alfo fafely
promife them, that they fhall fuffer no op-
preflive or hard Treatment, fhall not be
required to lay out upon any Thing more
than is fitting, and fhall have reafonable
Time allowed, even for that. I need not
fay, that both to qualify yourfelves for pref-
fing them to prefent, and on many other
Accounts, you muft take effeCtual Care,
that Nothing belonging to you be prefentable.
Elfe they will have a ready Anfwer for you:
and it will be a fad Thing to ftand in Awe
and be at the Mercy of thofe, who ought to
reverence you. If you cannot prevail on
them otherwife, I apprehend you may join
with them; and if you cannot prevail on
them at all, ‘I apprehend you may prefent
without
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without them, in the Cafe of Repairs, as well
as Offences, by Virtue of the Interpretation,
which Pra&ice hath put on the abovemen-
tioned Canon: though it fpeaks, I own, ex~
prefsly of Nothing befides Offences. But in
doing ecither of thefe Things, you muft be
fure to obferve the Cautions given under the
former Head.

Yet after all, I am well aware, that you
mayoften have great Difficulties to encounter,
poffibly fometimes too great to furmount.
And to diminith them for you, I have en-
deavoured to procure a parochial Vifitation
from the Archdeacon, which he hath pro-
mifed. But then, for the Credit of your
Parifhiopers and your own, let this be an
Inducement to put Things in good Order,
that he may find them fo: not to leave
them in bad Order, that he may re&ify
them.

Another very ufeful Inftitution, for thefe
and many valuable Purpofes, was that of
Rural Deans: which took Place here before
the Conqueft, was kept up till the great
Rebellion, was reftored afterwards in feveral
Diocefes, and particularly -in this by the

ad-
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admirable Bithop Fells, was found 1ot
quite “extin@®, and was ‘completely revived
by the late excellent Bithop of Glocefter’,
in that County, and is preferved to this
Day in fome Parts of the Nation befides.
Thefe Deans, being chofen out of the re-
fident parochial Clergy, could infpe@, with
fmall Trouble, the Churches and Parithes
within their feveral narrow Diftri®s; and
being bound to report what they found
amifs, could do it with little or no Offence.
In the latter End of Queen Anne's, and the
Beginning of the: late King's Reign, the
Convocation made fome Progrefs towards the
Re-eftablithment and better Regulation of
this Office. When that, or any other Branch
of Difcipline, may be the Subjet of public
Confideration aéain, is vety uncertdin. I
fhould be very glad, with your Approbation,
to fet it up once more amongft us, in fuch
Form as might be’ moft beneficial and fatif-
factory : but contented at prefent with hinf-
ing the Matter, I leave and recommend it to
your ferious Thoughts.

% Kegnet. Paroch. Ant. P. 653.  Bifhop 'Beﬂfvn.
A third
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A third Particular, of confiderable Impor-
tance, in which you are jointly concerned
with the Church-wardens, is the keeping of
the Regifter Book. The 70th Canon direéts,
that it be of Parchment: and though an A&
of Parliament, lately paffed, allows Marriages
to be regiftered in a Paper Book ; yet Parch-
ment is far more durable : nor is the Diffe-
rence of Expence worth regarding, as it
returns fo feldom. This Book fhould be
ftrongly bound, and not over large; left it
thould be worn and damaged, before it is
filled. For the fafe Prefervation of it, and
doubtlefs of all preceding Books of the fame
Kind, the Canon orders, that a Cheft be pro-
vided with threeLocksand Keys; one for you,
one for each of the Church-wardens, who
are ordinarily two; and that on Sundays, if
there hath been any Chriftening, Marriage
or Burial, in the Week before, it thall be
entered there. I am afraid it is feldom thus
kept: and yet ‘there would be no great
trouble in it, after a little Ufe. Or where
that is otherwife, either the Minifter or a
Church-warden fhould keép it: and each of
them thould fee from Time to Time, how

it
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itiskept. ‘The Entries, if they cannot welt
be made every Sunday, fhould be made very
frequently, and in the mean Time the
Minifter, if he hath not the Book, fhould
take Memorandums. -He is the Perfon
directed to write in it, and ufually much the
fitteft. . But if, through any Accident that
happens not to be {o, he thould appoint 2
proper Perfon, and fuperintend him. The
Names and Surnames of the Parents ought
to be added, in regiftering not only Baptifms,
where it is enjoined, but Marriages and
Burials too, as far as may be: for it may-
prevent Doubts and Difputes, It will alfo
be very ufeful, to put down the Day of the
Birth and Death of each Perfon, as well as
of the Baptifin and Burial. The late AG
above-mentioned hath dire@ed farther, that
every Page of the Regifter of Marriages be
numbered, to difcover if any Leaf be after-
wards cut out; and ruled with Lines at
equal Diftances, to difcover if any Article be
afterwards put in. And you will do very
well to obferve the fame Precautions in re-
giftering Baptifins and Burials. When a Page
_is filled, the Canon requires the Minifter and

‘Church-
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Church-wardens to fubfcribe their Names;
which they fhould do juft below the Lt
Line. And if this be not done immediately,
it may without any Inconvenience be done
fcon zfter: and was done by me and the
Church-wardens, for many Years, in one of
the moft populous Parithes of the Kingdom.
Laftly the Canon requires, than an attefted
Copy of this Book be annually tranfmitted
to the Bifthop’s Regiftry, received without
Fee, and faithfully preferved there: and it
authorizes me to proceed agzinft thofe, who
are pegligent about any of its Dire@ions. 1
muft therefore both intreat and infift, that
you inquire in what Condition your old and
your prefent Regifter Books are, and get
them kept for the futare 2s they ought. I
have more than once been put under great
Difficulties in Ordinations, for Want of Ex-
acnefs in the Regifter of Baptifms.  That of
Marriages is of o great Concern, that alter-
ing it defignedly to eftablith or void 2 Mar-
riage, is by the A& zbove-mentioned made
Felony. Ia all Cafes the Beok, fai;hfully
kept, is good Evidence ; and falfifying it,
puaithable at common Law. I would only

obferve
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obferve farther on this Head, that in the
Preamble of a Bill, which paffed the Houfe
of Commons this laft Seffion, and had a
fecond Reading in the Houfe of Lords, it
was afferted as notorious, that ¢ great In-
¢ conveniences have arifén from the prefent
¢ defective Manner, in which parochial Re-
« gifters are formed; and the loofe and un-
¢ certain Method, in which they are kept
« and preferved ; whereby the Evidence of
¢ Defcents is frequently loft and rendered
¢ precarious.” So far as this may be Fa&, it
will be moft for our Honour to amend it,
without the Interpofition of the Legifla-
ture.

A fourth Point, of which I hope you will
think yourfelves bound, if not by Law, yet
in Confcience, to take a joint Care with the
Church-wardens, is that of parochial Chari-
ties. The Minifter is the Reprefentative of
the Church, intrufted with its Interefts ; and
you ought to endeavour, that fuch Benefac-
tions be firft preferved, and then applied
in a proper Manner.

If it be doubtful, whether fuch or fuch a

Danation hath been given to your Church or
Poor,

-

L3
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Poor, or the Support of a School in your
Parifh, you will make proper Inquiry con-
cerning the Matter. If it be given by any
Writing, you will procure that Writing, or
an attefted Copy of it, to be laid up fafely,
either in the Parith Cheft, or the Bifhop’s
Regiftry ; indeed a Copy in each Place would
be beft ; and an Account of the Gift thould
be inferted in your Panth Book. For if
Deeds are left 1n prvate Hands, and efpe-
cially without authentic Notice where
they are left, they are fometimes defignedly
fupprefled ; and often undefignedly deftroyed
or loft, through the Ignorance or Careleflnefs
of the Perfons poflefled of them. It will
alfo be very proper, to have a ‘T'able mention-
ing the Charity, hungup in your Church,
that a grateful Remembrance of the Benefac-
tors may be continued to Pofterity,and others
incited to follow their good Example: as a
Paper of Direitions drawn up by the Lower
Houfe of Convocation in 1710, hath well
exprefled it*. If the Benefa®ion be an
Eftate vefted in Truftees, it will be very
material to get the Truft renewed in due
x Seg Wilkjzs, Val. iv. P. 638.
“Time3
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Time; elfe in all Likelihood there will be
Expence, if not Danger; and to Truftees of
as good Credit and Ability, as poffible.
They muft likewife be warned, never to let
out fuch Lands in long Leafes, or at very low
Rents, in Favour of anyBody: but to raife
the Rents when they can; at leaft to vary
them, which will make it eafy to raife them,
when there is Opportunity : otherwife it will
foon be pretended, that they have no Right
to raife them; of which there are fome un-
bappy Inftances in this Diocefe. If the
Gift be in Money, you muft prefs to have it
placed in the public Funds, in Cafe itbe
confiderable enough; or elfe in the beft
private Hands, and on the beft Security that
can be obtained : paying no Regard in fuch
Cafes to perfonal Friendfhips; and being
particularly careful, that Parith Officers do
not keep it in their own Cuftody. If
they do, the Intereft will ufually be paid
out of the public Money, and moft pro-
bably the Principal will be loft in a few

Years.
But Charities are preferved in vain, unlefs
they are well applied; and they are often
: fadly
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fadly mifapplied. Gifts to the Church,
where it is not otherwife expreffed, muft be
fuppofed intended for beautifyingthe Church:
elfe it will be never the better for fuch Gifts:
for it will be equally repaired without them:
the Parithioners are bound to that: and the
Chief of the Burden ufually falls upon the
richeft, for whofe Relief Charities were
certainly not intended. And yet fuch Bene-
faltions are too commonly employed, not
only in mere Repairs, but in what hath no
Connetion with the Fabric; in providing
Bread and Wine for the Communion, in
paying Church-wardens Bills for all Sorts of
Things, it may be for extravagant and riotous
Entertainments amongft the reft, in eafing
the Poors Rates, in I know not what; and
the Church all the Time, inftead of being
any Way imprdved, fuffered to grow dirty
and even ruinous. A lamentable Abufe of
this Kind, (where a Steeplefell down, and
was_in Part rebuilt by Contribution, while
an Eftate, more than fufficient to have kept
the whole Building in good Order and
Beauty, was perverted to other Ufes) I have
taken much Pains to re@ify, but fear it is

N not
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not thoroughly rectified yet.  Again, Gifts to
the Poor were certainly intended for the
Benefit'of the Poor; ‘to make Provifion for
fuch of them, as are not on the Parith Lift,
“or a better Provifion for fuch as are. And
yet they are fometimes embezzled and {quan-
dered, 'in a great Meafure, if not wholly;
fometimes ‘beftowed to ferve private or
Party Purpofes: ‘and very frequently funk
into the legal Rate; fo the Wealthy arc'be-
nefited ; and the Needy have not a Farthing
more, than if Nothing had been given for

them.

I know it is mot always eafy, perhaps not
always poffible for you, ‘to remedy ‘thefe i1l
Praétices.: But a great Partof the Blame
will be laid on you, right or wrong, unlefs
you try to remedy them. And it may prove
. lefs difficult than you imagine. Church=
wardens and Overfeers perhaps are ignorant,
or going on thoughtléfsly, and would be
thankful to you for good Advice: or hewever
would be ruled by'it, on your reprefenting
to them the Heinotfnefs of robbing God or
the Poor; and the Honour it will do them,
and “the “Conpfolation it will afford them, to
have
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have put Things into a right Channel. Or
fuppofing them backward to comply, you'
may be able to get confiderable Perfons in
the Parith or Neighbourhood to fecond you.
At leaft you will get the Reputation of 2
moft laudable Zeal, and if you conduét that
Zeal aright, of Difcretion alfo: and thefe
together may produce unexpeted Succefs;
elpetially where the Abufe is not yet became
inveterate, Butif Nothing elfe will do, and
the Cafe be plain, and the Obje of fufficient
Importance: Recourfe thould be had to the
Authority of the Law: and you fhould be
willing to bear a Proportion of the Charges, if
it be requifite and you are able; only taking
the firicteft Care to proceed with Mildrefs
and Fairnefs.

_ I have now finithed the Courfe of Direc-
tions to you, which I began 15 Years ago.
And I as can truly fay, that in this and every
Part of my Behaviour as your Bithop, I
have, through the divine Affiftance, dili-
gently laboured to do my Duty with Up-
rightnefs, and promote your Good and that
of your Parifhioners, prefent and future; fo
I hope you will accept my Endeavours with

N2 Can-
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Candour and Study to profit by them; ex-
cuﬁng my Failings, which I know have been
many, and will now be too likely to increafe.
I am advancing apace into the Decline of
Age. Three of my Brethren!, my oldeft and
beft Friends, have gone before me in lefs than
twelve Months. I muft expe to follow them
foon. Whether I may live, or, if I live,
whether I may be able, to meet you thus
again, God only can forefee. May he grant
us to meet in a better World.

But before I conclude, permit me to-fub-
join to thefe general Admonitions, a few
Words cpncerning two particular Occur-
rences.

In the firft Place I return you my hearty
Thanks for the Pains, which you have taken
in Behalf of the Society for propagating the
Gofpel. The Colle&tion hath upon the
Whole been made very fuccefsfully through-
out the Kingdom; and amounts to almoft
19,000/ if not more: whereas ten Yearsagoit
fell fhart of 15,000/ But I believe the Con-

_tribution of this County hath been in Propor-
tion the largeft of any. The lalt Time it was
i Bithops Busler, Benfon, and:Berkeley. - -

barely
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barely j00/. nor was that to be accounted
fmail : and now it is very near gool/ 1
mean in both Cafes exclufive of the Univer-
fity: which diftinguithed itfelf very honour-
ably then, and I doubt not, will at prefent.
May God increafe, and blefs, and reward the
Zeal of all his Servants every where for
fupporting, and enlarging the Kingdom of
his Son, and making the Confeffion of
his Name effetual to the Salvation of Man-
kind.

The other Subje&, on which I would
fpeak to you, is the Conteft about Reprefen-
tatives for this County in the next Parlia-
-ment. Letnoone be alarmed. T need nct,
and I do not mean, to give you at 2 Mecting
of this Nature, my Opinion which of the
Candidates you ought to prefer: of thatI
fay no more here than that you ought to
regard, in the firlt Place, the'infeparable
Interefts of the excellent Church we are
Members of, and, its only human Support,
the juft and gracious Government we live
under ; then other fubordinate Confidera-
tions. My Purpofe is merely to exhort you,

( and I befeech you, Bretbren, fuffer the Werd
N3 « of
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of Exbortation™) that on this Occafion, your:
Converjation be Juch, as becometh the Gofpel
of Chriff: in doing which, I have neither one
Party, por one Perfon amongft you, more in
my View than another: but if I may ufe the
Apoftle’s' Words, am jealous with a godly
Jealoufy over you all”. 1 cannot indeed fnp-
pofe, that any of you would be guilty of the
groffer Faults too commqn at fuch Times, or
any wilful wrong thavioﬁr, But in the
Midftof fo many Claﬂiinvs, Provocations, and
Difappointments, as will happcn, fo many
Miftakes and forcprcfentatxons as arxfe ong
knows not how : the Incitements to uncha-
ritable ‘and SO TR Thoughte to un-
advifed and injurious Words, in Angcr or in
Mirh, nay to upkind and hard and even
unjuft Adtions, are very great, and the beft of
us all {hould be continually fuggef’cmg to our
Minds propcx Cautions for avoiding thefe
Danoers Elfe we fhall fall into Sin againft
God and our I\cxghbour we fhall lofe the
Eftecm of Part ‘of thofe whofe Improvement
by us chpends on their eﬁe{nuw us; and fet
a bad inftead of a good Example to the Reft.

s \
® Heb. xiii. 22. = 2 Cor.'xi. 2.

- ‘ 3 y Let
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Let every one of us therefore be very watchful
over our Condud: or if we have pot been fo,
let us amend itz and if we find preferving our
Innocence difficult, let vs meddle the lefs
with ‘thefe Matters: for indeed being over
bofy 2bout them is pot very fuitable to our
Funion. RBu: while we are & with
ourieives, let uvs be very mild in Regard 1o
others, whom we think to have done amifs:
we may blame them without Caule; or if we
do not, it'is eafy.to err; and we, amongft
others, are fadly hiable to Faolts. Butletus
beelpecially mild towards cur own Brethren.
For why fhould we diminith our little re-
maining Strength -by intefline Diffentions,
and teach yet mors Pesfons 1o think ill or
meanly of us, thar do already? Saurely
commeon Caufe of Religion 2nd Virtee, which
we arz jowntly intrafied to fuppors, fhould
have infinitely greater Force to uaite us, than
any Thing cliz todivide us.

Nex:t to youriclves, you will fludy to pre-
ferve as many.of your Parifbioners zs pofiibie,
from the Sias that fo ecfily befes ticm at thefe
Seafons of ‘epidemicalr Uarcalonsbienefs and
Licentioulnels. T*m.\‘, who are of your

: ’\f4 ow3a
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own Side, you may counfel and reprove more
freely.” With the reft you muft be extremely
calm and patient: take the moft favourable
Opportunities, and ufc the moft perfuafive
Methods of fpeaking: but in fome Way or
other,. prlvatc or puf)hc, all, who need xt,
thould ‘be told, whether they will bear or
awhetber tbqy will forbear, that the great
Chuﬁlan Laws of Datifulnefs to Superiors,
mutual Good- wxll Forbearance, Forgivenefs,
I:quxty, Vcracuy, Moderation, Sobriety, lofe
not the leaft of their Obllgatlon during the
Continuance of thefe Difputes : that all Vir-
tues are to be chxeﬂy exercifed, when they
are chiefly tried: and that therefore’ now
more partxcular]y, you, as thc Apof’cle dire&s,
muft pur themin - Mind, and they muft keep in
Mmd ta be ﬁzé_/eﬂ to Prnzc:pa]ztte: a/zd Powers,
“fo aéey Mag tfirates, to be'ready to every goarl
Work, to ‘/[m,% Evil af no Man, to be no Braw-
Irr.r éut gentle, fhewing all Meekngfs unto all
Rl - end this long Difcourfe in'the Werds
of thc fame Apoftle: Finall; ,Bretbren, what-
fower T /‘mg: are true; whatfocver Things are
venerable, (for fo the Word is rightly nanﬂa-

‘T!t I, Ty 2+
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Reverend Bretéren,

HE. Difpofer of all Things having
permitted his Majefty, by the Advice

of his faithful Servants, to nominate me
for your Bifhop: though I faw many Rea-
fons to dread this Promotion, arifing from
the Difficulties of the Office and of the
Times, from the great Qualities of my Pre-
deceflors, and my own increafing Weak-
nefles; yet I thought myfelf bound to obey
his Commands, and with the fame Gratitude
for his favourable Opinion, as if I had withed
to receive them: determining, thropgh God’s
Grace, to perform the Duties of niy Station
as well as I could; and hoping for the Can-
dor, the Affiftance and the Prayers of good
People. To make fome Amends by Dili-
gence for my Deficiencies in other Refpeéts,
I refolved immediately to vifit my Diocefe:
for which Purpofe we are here affembled.
Thefe
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Thefe Meetings were defigned, partly to
give the Clergy Opportunities of conferring
with each other, and confulting their Supe-
riors, on Matters relating to their Profeffion ;
and I am very defirous, that you fhould ren-
der them as beneficial in this Way, as poffi-
ble: but principally, to give Bifhops Oppor-
tunities of exhorting and cautioning their
Clergy, either on fuch general Subjeds as
are always ufeful, or on fuch particular Oc-
cafions as the Circumftances of Things, or
the Inquiries, made at or againft thefe
Times, point out; and of interpofing their
Authority, if there be Need ; which amongft’
you, I am perfuaded, there will not. To
provide more fully for your Inftrution, I
have ordered a Charge to be fent you, which
I delivered to the Clergy of Oxfordfiire, and
printed at their Requeft, about twenty Years
~ ago. Would to God itwere become unfeafon=
able now. But, as unhappily it is not, I ear-
neftly recommend the Contents of it to your
moft ferious Thoughts : and would have you
look on what I fhall at prefent fay further,
as fupplemental to it.

‘Counfels
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Ccunfels and Admonitiens to parochial
Minifters pre-fuppofe their Refidence. The
Founders of Parithes provided them with
Glebes, and built Houfes for them, pur-
pofely that they might réfide. The Laws
of the Church have fromthe Beginning, and
do il require, as indeed common Equity
doth, ‘that this valuable Confideration, for
which thefe Endowments were given, fhould
be faithfully paid. And goirg over and per-
forming the Service from Time to Time, or
engaging fome other Clergyman to take Care
of it, or of the occzfioral Part of it, feldom
anfwers the original Intention.” Your Peo-
ple will not fo readily, and cannot fo con-
venieatly, apply to the Minifter of znothet
Parith: And when they do, his Affiftance,
for the moft Part, will be lefs early, orlefs
conftant, than it thould: though doubtlefs
they, who have undertaken to fupply their
Neighbours Abfence, ought to do it very
confcientioufly. But befides, even the Sun-
day-Duty, when the Incombent unneceflz-
rily comes from a diftant Place to do it, will
be confidered as accompanied with fome-
thing like a Breach of the Sunday, will'not

always
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always be kept to the ftated Hours, will often
be hurried over indecently : the Catechifin
will either not be taught or not expounded,
if ‘the Diftance be at all confiderable;
nor probably will the Sermon be well
adapted to the Audience. For it is only
living amongft your People, and knowing
them thoroughly, that can fhew you, what
is level to their Capacities, and fuited to their
Circumftances; what will reform  their
Faults, and improve their Hearts in true
Goodnefs. . Yet this is your Bufinefs with
them: and unlefs you perform it, every
Thing elfe is Nothing. Further, fuch as
want your Help moft may not come to your
Sermons, or may not apply them to their,
Byvn Cafe, or may need to have them en-
forced by Confiderations peculiar to them-
felves, and unfit to be fpecified in Public.
Speaking to them feparately, and agreeably
to their feveral States of Mind and Life,
may have unforefeen Influence. And being
always at Hand, to awe the diforderly, and
countenance the well-behaved, to advife and
comfort the difeafed and affliGed, to relieve
or procure Relief for the neceffitous, .to com-
pofe
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pofe little Differences and difcourage wrong
Cuftoms in the Beginning, to promote
friendly Offices, and keep up an edifying
and entertaining Converfation in a Neigh-
bourhood, muft add incredible Weight to
public Inftruétion.

Indeed your Congregations expe&t thefe
Things from you, and have a Right to ex-
pe& them. The Nature of your Office re-
quires them: you have zll at your Ordina-
tion exprefsly promifed to ufe dotb public and
privete Monitisns and Exbortations, both to
the fick ard <whole witbin your Cures, as Need
JBall require and Occafion be given, the Lord
being your Helper. Now we cannot ufe them
duly, without being refident. But further
fhll, fince their Ordination, all Vicars have
{worn particularly to be refidént unlefs they
are difpenfed with, which means by lawful
Authority : nor doth any Difpenfation of a
Bithop laft beyond his own Time ; or beyond
the Term for which he gave it; or, if that
were indefinite, beyond his Pleafure : Points,
which Vicars ought to confider much more
ferioufly, than they cften do. And every

o Redor
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Re&or hath fworn in general to obey his
Bithop in all Things lawful and honeff. Now
furely Refidence is lawful and honeft: and
what is punifhable by a Bithop may, if done
without his Leave, be well interpreted Dif-
obedience to him: and thé Non-refidence of
Re@ors is punithable juft in the fame Man-
ner with that of Vicars.

It muft not therefore be pleaded, that
‘however neceffary the Refidence of fome
Minifter may be, that of a Curate may fuffice.
For your Engagement is, not merely that the
‘feveral Duties of your Parith thall be done,
but that you perfonally will do them: and if
it “were -enough to fubftitute another to do
‘them, a Layman would be, in Point of Rea-
fon and Confcience, as capable of holding a
Benefice,” as a Man in holy Orders. Be-
fides, a Curate will ufually have lefs Know-
ledge and lefs Experience, than the Incum-
bent: and he and the Parifhioners will con-
ceive, that they are lefs related to each other.
He will confider himfElf, as being with them
-only for an uncertain, and he may hope, a
thort Time; which will tempt him to neg-

le&
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leét them. And they will confider him, as
riot the Perfon, who hath Authorxty over
them; which will tempt them to difregard
him': efpecially as the largeft Salary, that
can be legally appointed, or generally afforded
to a Curate, will not enable him to recom-
mend himfelf to them by doing ~Good
amongft them in any expenfive Way: whilit
yet the People will think, and joftly too,
that the whole Income of the Benefice was
intended to procure them a Minifter, to do
them as much Good in every Way, as could
reafonably be expe&ed from it.

There are indeed Cafes, in which the
Law difpenfes with holding two Livings,
and by Confequence qllows Abfence from
one. But Perfons ought to confider well ;
foppofing they can with Innocence take the
Benefit of that Law; whether they can do
it on other Terms, -than their Difpenfation
and their Bond exprefles, of preaching yearly
thirteen Sermons, and keeping two Months
Hofpitality, in the Parith where they refide
leaft. " For the Leave given them on thefe
Cond:tions, is not intended to be given them,
however legally valid, ' if the Conditions are

02  negleCted:
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neglected : always excepting where juft Im-
pediments happen. There are likewife Cafes,
in which the Non-refidence of Perfons, who
have only one Living, is permitted by Law.
But fome of thefe alfo are put under Limita-
tions, beyond which the Permiffion doth not
reach. .

Further ftill, I am fenfible, that Confidera-
tions of Health and Strength, and particular
Circumftances of Incumbents or their Fami-
lies, require Leave of Abfence to be fome-
times allowed, where the Law makes no Al-
lowance. But then it fhould never be taken
for any confiderable Time, -without being
afked : - nor fhould it be afked without good
Caufe. And mere Fancy, or Defire of living
more at Eafe, or in a cheerfuller, and, it may
be, lefs clerical Manner, is by no Means a fuf-
ficient Caufe. Nor indeed is the Allegation of
Health to be urged too far, or to be too much
regarded.  For Places, called unwholefome,
prove upon Trial very wholefome to many
Perfons : and thofe, which are Jeaft {o, muft
have fome Minifters in or near them; and
whom rather, generally {peaking, than fuch
as enjoy the whole Profits ? Much lefs is In-

dulgence
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dulgence to be granted for every prefent Con-
venience, or Profpe@ of ‘temporal Advana
tage: which if Clergymen appear to have
greatly at Heart, and theCare of theirParifhes
but little, indeed it Jooks very ill.

Another Plez may be offered by fome, that
though they live not oan their own Cores,
they fecve others. Aanditis notalwaysanin-
fufficient on=. But, with very few Exceptions,
the moft natural and moft ufeful Method by
for is, that each tzke the Overfight of the
Parith, which properly belongs to him: and
abfenting him{lf from that, for 2 little more
Income, 2 little more Agreeablenefs, or any
flight Reafon, is unbecoming and unwarrant-
zble Behaviour.

At the fame Time I acknowledge, that
the Poornefs of fome Benefices makesthe Re-
" fidence of a diftin& Minifter upon each of
them impradticable : and therefore they muft
be ferved from an adjeining Panth, or 2
greater Diftance; and no more Duty expetted,
than there is 2 competent Provifon for. Bat
then I fear, indeed I have found, that in fome
Benefices, not fo peor, cnc Minifter fupplics
two Churches cn aSunday ; contrarytoare-

0O 2 peated

-
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peated Injunétion of fucceflive Archbithops
to their Suffragans, which they certainly de-
figned to obferve themfelves ; and the Words
of which are thefe; 2hat you do not allow any
Minifter to ferve more than one Church or
Chapel in one Day, except that Ghapel be a
Member of the Parifb Church; or united there-
unto 3 and unlefs the faid Church or Chapel be
not able to maintain a Gyrate, The Confe-
quence of difregarding this Injun&ion is,
not only the very bad one, that the Service
is performed in irreverent Haite, but that
Catechifing is negle&ed in both Places, if nat
altogether, yet in a great Degree. Nay, per-
haps for great Part of  the Year, if not the
Whole, each of them hath Prayers but once.
Where indecd it can be truly alledged in this
laft Cafe, that the Inhabitants of each Parith
not only with Convenience may, but attually
do attend at both Churches, the. Plea muft
be allowed its Weight. But, as to other
Excufes: If the Number of the People be
fmall, the Service is not lefs enjoined, and is
more eafily performed: If they had rather
have a Sermon at another Church, than mere-
ly Prayers at their own ; they ought to have
more
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more than Prayers; an Expofition of the
Catechifm, which they will account equi-
valent to a Sermon: or you may reduce it
with Eafe into the Form of a Sermon: and
then many of them will come to their own
Church, who now go to no other, but pro-
fane the reft of the Day : if they are content
with Part of the Sunday Service, which how-
ever may be faid or believed without fufficient
Ground, yet probably they would be glad of
the Whole. But fuppofing them to be indif-
ferent about it, or even averfe from it, their
Minifter is bound to fhew them, that they
ought not. And how long foever this hath
been the Pra&ice; if it ought not to have been
fo at all, the longer the worfe. My pious and
learned Predeceffor, Archbithop Potzer, la-
mented heavily to me the Irregularities of this
Kind, which he found in this Diocefe : and
if any remain, I muft, afer his Example,
endeavour to have them retified.

I hope they will be re@ified by the beft
Method, beyond Comparifon; your own
ferious Refle@ions on what you owe to your
Flocks, and what you owe to the great Shep-
herd of Souls. Though you are ever fo ex-

04 prefsly
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prefsly permitted by human Laws to be ab-
fent from your Cures, or by your Ordinary
to ferve them, or let them be ferved, by
Halves; you are anferable to an infinitely
higher Tribunal for what God, and not Man
alone, hath made your duty. Therefore, if you
regard the Peace of your own Souls and your
final Comfort, you will never do any of thefe
Things, unlefs very ftrong Reafons oblige
you to it: and you will never be glad of
fuch Reafons, but heartily forry.  You will
give your Parifhes both Morning and Evening
Prayer, wherever it is poffible : and you will
fupply them in Perfon, unlefs particular Cir-
cumftances render it impra&icable, or un-
lefs, by living at a Diftance for the prefent,
you are more ufeful to Religion fome other
- Way, and peculiarly qualified for that Ufe-
fulne(s. * Far from catching at weak Pre-
tences, you will be rather diffident about
ftrong Inducements: and much readier to
follow the Direcions, than follicit the Indul-
gence of your Superiors. Bt if any do chufe
the. worfe Part, they muft remember, that
we Bifhops are bound to oppofe, inftead of
confulting their Inclinations, from Concern
for
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for them, as well as their Parithioners. And
therefore you will not furely think it real
Good-nature to connive at Liberties of this
Kind prefumptuoufly taken without Leave,
or to grant Requefts made for them, as Mat-
ters of Courfe: nor impute it to 2 Fondnefs of
exercifing Power, when Compliance with the
Rules of the Church is required: nor yet
haftily condemn it, as partial Behaviour, if
an Indulgence, denied to one, is granted to
another ; for there may be, in the Cafes of
different Perfons, confiderable Difparities,

unknown to you, or unobferved by you.
But when it is ever fo clear, thatthe Non-
refidence of Minifters ought to be allowed, it
is at leaft equally clear, that they fhould ufe
their beft Endeavours to make their People
Amends for it. One Thing, proper to be
done for this End, is relieving their Poor :
which as they could not with Decency avoid
doing, according to their Ability, if they
lived amongft them, they ought to do more
largely, if they live clfewhere. For no Rea-
proach will lie heavier on our Order, than
that of reaping all, and fowing nothing:
whereas, they who give Alms in their, Ab-
- fence,
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fence, will be in Effe¢t always prefent to one
valuable Purpofe; will be readily prefumed
to be Well-withers to their Parifhes in every
Way ; whilft they ar¢ Benefactors to them in
this Way: and by fuch a Specimen of the In-
fluence of Religion upon themfelves, will re-
mind their Congregations, very acceptably,
of the Influence, which it ought to have upon
them; efpecially if they make their Charity
more dire@ly fubfervient to Religion, by af-
fording diftinguithed Encouragement to pious
and virtuous Perfons, and thofe who appear
likely to be made fuch: by procuring Chil-
dren to be inftructed in their Chriftian Duty,
and other proper Knowledge; by diftribu-
ting ufeful Books amongft the needy and ig-
norant. What is thus beftowed, is of all the
Service it can be: whereas injudicious Bounty
may even produce Harm.

Another Thing, incumbent on fuch as
cannot refide conftantly, is to infpeét how-
ever the State of their Parithes as frequently
as they can; {pending Days, or Weeks, or
longer Seafons there occafionally; and in
Proportion as. their ‘Time is fhorter, ufing
morc Diligence in public and private In-

ftrutions

’
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ftructions and Warnings. For they are pe-
culiarly bound to do what they are able, who
are not able to do whatelfe they ought. But
if even this be out of their Power, they may
at leaft be affiduous in getting Informations
from Perfons of Underftanding and Seriouf-
nefs, in or near their Cures, with what Re-
gularity, with what Spirit and Zeal, each
Part of the Parochial Duty is performed ;
whether true inward Piety makes any Pro-
grefs; whether any and what Abufes and
Negle&s are crept in. And he, who reckonsiit
enough, that for ought he knows to the
contrary, his Parifhioners go on like their
Neighbours, hath by no Means the requiiite
Concern for their Souls, or his own.

But whenever Abfence is neceflary, or the
Largenefs of a Parith, or the Infirmity of a
Minifter, hinders him from taking the whole
Care of it perfonally, the principal Point is,
the Choice of a fit Subftitute, to be employed
in his Stead, or fhare his Burthen: for no
Superintendency will make an unfit one an-
{fwer the End, And therefore I charge it
upon your Confciences, not to {uffer Cheap-
ac_fs, Recommendation of Friends, Affection

Q
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to this or that Perfon or Place of Education,
in thort, any Inducement whatever to weigh
near fo much with you, as the Benefit of
your People, in chufing Perfons to ferve your
Churches. For on you the Choice of them
lies in the firft Place: but not on you alone.
The Laws of the Church require, particu-
larly Can. 48, that no Curate or Minifter be
permitted to ferve in any Place, without Exa-
mination and Admiffion of the Ordinary : in
Confequence of which, one of the before-
mentioned archiepifcopal Directions to the
Suffragans of the Province, is this: Thar
you make diligent Inquiry concerning Carates in
your Diocefe : and proceed to ecclefiaftical Cen-
Sures againft thofe, who fhall prefume to ferve
Cures, without being firft duly licenfed there-
wnto; as alfo againft all Incumbents, who fhall
recetve and emplyy them without obtaining fuch |
Lieence. Vet 1 would avoid Rigour in alt
Cafes. The Expence of a Licence, by Means
of the Stamps, may to fome be rather incon-
venient, and greater than the Government
perhaps intended: at leaft, if they are
likely to remove, and fo' repeat that Ex-
pence, in a thort Time. And fuch Curates I

‘ would
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would excufe : only definng them to con-
fider, what Security of continuing in their
Station, and receiving their Salary, a Licence
brings them. But then' you cannot think
it right, that I fhould be left in Ignorance,
who ferves a Church under my Care, all I
learn it by Accident, or private Inquiry, per-
haps many Months after; through which
Omiffion, Men of bad Chara&ers, Men not
in Orders, may intrude; asthere hath lately
been a flagrant Inftance in this Diocefe. I
am far from looking on the paft Failures of
giving Notice, as defigned Negligence of
your Flocks, or Difrefped to your Superiors.
But I fhall have Caufe both to think of them
-and treat them as fuch, if continued after the
Warning, which I now give, that no one
is to officiate ftatedly, or employ another
to officiate fo, within my Junf{di&tion, un-
lefs he firft obtain my Confent; or what in
Effe& will be mine, that of your very wor-
thy and vigilant Archdeacon. Think not,
I beg you, that this is taking more on my-
felf, than my Predeceflors did. Their ownl
Diretions prove, that they would have done
the fame Thing, if they had feen the fame
' Neceffity,
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Neceffity. Far be it from me to Jord it over
‘God’s Heritage* : but Iam bound to keep that
‘awhich is committed to my Trufp.

When you'want Curates, I recommend it
to you, firft'to enquire after Perfons of Merit,
already ordained, and if poffible ordained
“Priefts, taking Care to feetheir Orders, as well
as to examine into their Chara&ers, before
you think of granting Nominations to others.
The Number of Clergymen indeed is rather
deficient, than fuperfluous. But {Hll one
would not add to it by overlooking unde-

“fervedly thofe who are of it already. And
particularly where Help is wanted only for 2
thort Time, I fhall infift on this Point : nor
will, without abfolute Neceflity, ordain any
one upon fuch a Title. And if fraudulent
Titles are brought, merely to procure Orders,
as T hope T fhall difcover them foon enough
to difallow them, fo I fhall be {fure to remark
and remember, who hath attemptedto impofe.
upon me by them. ‘

The next Thing to be confidered in Rela-
lation to Curates is, their Teftimonials. And
here the Canon and Dire&ions already quoted

21 Pet. v. 3. by Tim, vi. zo.

enjoin,
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‘enjoiny, that no Bithop aﬁfmjﬁtb as remove
cut of andtber Diocefe 7. ferve’ in bis, without
the Teftimony in Writing of ‘the Bifbop of that
“Discefe, or Ordinary of 15 peculiar urifdic-
tion, from whente they come, of their good Lifz,
Abil3y, <& Conformity 'to 'the  ecclefiafiical
Lawws of .the Church of England. For the
Clergymen of ‘one Diocefe, or Jurifdidion,
-at leaft-"their ‘Hand-writing, being ufually
unknown to the Bithop of another, he can
feldom, of himfelf, be fure, either that he
hath their genuine Teffimony, or how far
he' may truft it. Therefore it I fit, that
‘he fhould defire the Atteftation of their pro-
per Superior. And even to this it will be
prudent to add fuch further Ix;'formation, as
can be got :’ confidering how very carelefsly
Teftimonials are fometimes granted, even by
reputable Perfons.

But let ' me-intreat you never to be guilty
of fuch Carelefsnefs yourfelves, for whatever
“Purpofe one is afked of you. Both the Na-
tare of the Thing, and the Diretions re-
peatedly mentioned, require, that no Bithop
accept any Letters Tefiimonial, unlefs it be de-
clared by thofe'ewho fhall fign them, that they

bave
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bave perfonally known, not only the Man, but
bis-Life and Converfation, for the Time by
them certified 3 and do believe in their Con-
[feience, that be is qualified for - that Order,
Office or Employment, which he defires. Now
"Teftimonials concerning fuch Thingsasthefe,
cannot be Matter of mere Form, . unlefs our
whole Profeflion be a very empty Form. We,
the Bithops to whom they are given, do not,
and muft not, underftand them to be fo:
it would be abfurd to demand them if we
did. = Some Cuftoms indeed may grow to be
‘Things of Courfe: the Reafons for them
ceafing, or not being thought of Moment ;
and yet the Law for them continuing, But
the Reafons for Teftimonials can never ceafe,
or be thought of fmall Moment. They are
the only ordinary Information that we have,
in a Cafe of the utmoft Importance, in which
we have a Right to be informed. For no
ene can imagine, that we are to ordain and
employ whoever comes, or depend on clan-
deftine Intelligence. 'We muft therefore and
do depend on regular Teftimonials. And
if they be untrue, we arec moft injurioufly
deceived by them: and all the Mifchiefs,
that
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that follow from thence, will £t heavy one
Day on the Deceivers. Bat, even exclu-
fively of this great Confideratica, would you
be chargeable with declaring a deliberate
Faifehood under your Hand? Would you
have unworthy Men fill ecclefiafhical Sta-
tions,- and exciude their Betters? Woeuld
you have your Bifhop reproached, and vour
Order vilified, through your Fault? If not;
remember, how utterly inconfiitent with 2l
Concern for Religion, with all Verzcity,
Probity and Prudence it is, to fign Tefiimo-
nials at random ; how lamentzble 2 Sort of
Clergy it will produce ; how dreadiul an En-
couragement to Wickednefs and Profanene(s
1t wall pro\'e Remember alio, that you
exprefs in thefe Inftruments, not W'nzt vou
chzritably hope a Perfon will be; butw
you actually know he hath been : not what
others tell you at the End of the Time, for
which you vouch ; but what you have feen
and heard through the Courfeof it : fo that,
if for a confiderzble Part of the three Years,
commonly fpecified, you have feen and
heard Nothigof Lim, for that Part you can
certify Nothing about him. And remember,

P lafily,
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Iaftly, that though the Affirmation of a Per-
fon’s having lived pioufly, foberly and ho-
‘neftly, comprehends a great deal, yet the
concluding Article, your Belief of his Fit-
‘nefs for what he defires, implies a great deal
more. For let him be ever {o good and even
learned a Man, he cannot be fit for a Cler-
gyman, and the Care of a Parith, without
competent Gravity and Difcretion, and a
Voice and a Manner fuitable to a public
Affembly : of all which Things they, that
have had {ome Familiarity with him, are
ufually the beft, if not the only Judges. This
Part of the Teftimonial therefore is highly
neceflary : and every Part of it muft be well
confidered, before it is given; and no Re-
gard paid to Neighbourhood, Acquaintance,
Friendfhip, Compaffion, Importunity, when
they ftand in Competition with Truth.

It may fometimes be hard for you to re-
fufe your Hand to improper Perfons.  But
it is only one of the many Hardthips, which
Confcience bids Men undergo refolutely,
when they are called to them. It would,
be much harder, that your Bifhop thould be

- mifled, the Church of God injured, and the
. poor
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poor Wretch himfelf affifted to-invade facri~
legroufly an Office, at the Thought of which
he hath Caufe to tremble. And if you fear
he will be revenged on you for not yield-
ing to him, this furnifhes an additional Rea-
fon for denying him: for will you, or can
you, fay of fuch a one, that he is qualified
to be 2 Minifter of the Gofpel any where ¢
But if the Perfons, to whom Candidates
apply, would only make it 2 Rule to meet,
and 2& jomtly on the Occafion, and
keep fecret the Particulars of what paffed,
it might be unknown, from whom th:
Denial proceeded. Or fuppofe it known,
the Refentment of fuch, =zs deferve to bz
refufed, will feldom  do a worthy Man
much Hurt: and a Number of {uch Refufzls
will do the Public unfpeakable Good. In-
deed the Expetation of a Refufal’s follow-
ing upon wrong Behaviour will in a great
Degree prevent fuch Behaviour, 2nd tum
this whole Difficulty into a Pleafure. But
what is unavoidable with Innocence, muft
be virtuoufly born: and inftead of fubmit-
ting to recommend unfit Perfons, you ought;

Pz if
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if others recommend them, which God for-
bid, to interpofe immediate Cautions againft
the Danger, inall flagrant Cafes. Still not
every paft Fault, nor every prefent Infir-
Iity, "thould be alledged, or allowed, asan
Impediment. But into ah Office, the moft
important of all others, none fhould be ad-
mitted, who are void of the proper Spirit,
or a competent Share of the needful Qualifi-
cations for it: and the lefs, becaufe, though
we can refufe to ordain them, we often can-
not keep them back from very unfuitable

Stations, when once they are ordained.
After prefenting the Title and Teftimo-
nials, whether for Orders, a Curacy, ora
Living, follows the Examination. For
though the Teftimonial expreffes an O pinion,
that the Perfon is qualified ; which may be
very ufeful, to reftrain fuch from applying,
as are notorioufly unqualified; yet we Bithops
mufl not, efpecially in the Cafc of Orders,
reft on a mere Opinion ; but affure ourfelves
by a.clofer Trial, whether he hath fufhicient
Knowledge of Religion and the Holy Scrip-
tures to teach them in public, and apply
them
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them in private, and defend them againft
Oppofers : the two firft: of which are abfo-
lutely neceffary; the third, highly requifite.
As therefore, on the one Hand, I hopel ne-
ver have been or fhall be over frict in this
Refpet, and reje&ting Candidates will give
me almoft, if not quite, as much Concern,
as it can give them : {0 on the other, I muft
adhere to my Duty; againft all Solicitations
of Friends, and all Intreaties of the Parties
concerned, who little think what they do,
when they prefs into fuch an Employment
prematurely. I thew my Regard to you,
when I exclude unqualified Perfons out of
your Number : and I fhall never doubt your
candid Interpretation of my Condu&; nor
indeed your Zeal to vindicate it, when you
are acquainted with my Reafons, which any
of you fhall, who hath Caufe to afk them.
But that no Injuftice may be done to thofe
whom I poftpone, any more than to myfelf:
I befeech you to confider, and, if needful, to
fay in their Behalf, that though deficient
in Knowledge, they may have a Goodnefs
of Heart, more valuable than the higheft
Knowledge : though not qualified yet, they

Pig may
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may be foon; may already have made a
good Progrefs, though not a fuflicient one ;
may indeed have more Learning on the
‘Whole, than many who are admitted, only
not have applied themfelves enough to theo-
logical Learning.

Examination muft occafionally be repeated
after Perfons have been ordained. The 39th
Canon requires it before Inftitution to Bene-
fices: therefore furely it is advifable alfo be-
fore Admiffion to Curacies. A Man, who
was fit to be ordained, may yet have become
fince, through Negligence, or bodily Indif-
pofition affeéting his Mind, unfit to be em-
ployed : or he may be capable ftill of what
he was ordained for, but not of what he
applies for: or his Ordainer, though ever {o
duly careful, may fometimes have miftaken,
or ‘been mifinformed: and if he hath
chanced to be too indulgent, the bad Effeé&s
of his Indulgence ought to be prevented.
Accordingly Re-examination is common.
‘My“Brethren the Bithops, I am fure, will
‘not blame me for uling it; and I truft, you
my Brethren will not. :

When
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amongft incomparably weightier ones, it
concerns you much, both to labour dili-
gently, and to allow liberally. Accordingly
I hope I fhall never have the difagreeable
Ofice thrown upon me of angmenting what
is propofed, but the SatisfaQion given me of
confirming and applauding it.

But befides making a reafonable Allow-
ance, the Minifter of a Parith ought to
provide, with the kindeft Attention in all
Refpelts, for the Convenience and Accom-
‘modation, the Credit and Influence, of, his
Curate: who is bound in Return to confult
faithfully the Minifter’s Honour and Intereft
in every Thing; but above all, to be un-
wearied in that beft Proof of his Grati-
tude, a conicientious Care of the Sculs com-
mitted to him; not propdi'tioniug- his Dili-
gence to the poor Recompence paid himn
here, but to the unfpeakable Happinefs re-
ferved for good Shepherds hercafter.

Indeed whether the Principal, or his Re-
prefentative, or both, refide, their Induftry
‘and Fervency and Prudence will be the
Meafure of théir People’s Benefit, and their
own final Acceptance. If you content your-

. felves
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* felves witha languid formal Recital of ftated
Offices, and b} Indolence, or Amufements,
or Bufinefs, or even Studies, are loft to your
Parithioners, while you are in the Midft of
them, or by Indifcretions in Converfation,
Drefs, or Demeanour, become difliked or
defpifed by them, you may, in Refpeét of
any fpiritual Ufefulnefs to them or your-
felves, be, almoft as well, perhaps better,
ever fo far off. Bat this is no Excufe for
being abfent, but only a Reafon for being
prefent to good Purpofe. And as the Non-
refidence of fome, the una&ive Refidence of
cthers, and the offenfive Condué of a third
Sort, (which caufe great Sorrow, but mo-
derate Complaints amongft wife and good
People,) are favourite Topics of Inveitive
againft us, notonly in the Mouths of irre-
ligious Perfons, but of a new Se& pretend-
ing to the ftritteft Piety; though we are
bound always, we are peculiarly bound at
prefent, to behave in fo exemplary a Man-
ner, as will cuz off Occafion from them which
defire Occafion to glry < of themfelves, and
(peak Evil of ‘ws. It is not rendering to

¢ = Cor. xi. 12,
them
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them Railing for Railing*; it is not ridicu-
ling them, efpecially in Terms bordering on
Profanenefs, or affeting more gravely to

“hold them in Contempt; it is not doing

them the Honour of mifcalling other Perfons
of more than ordinary Scrioufnefs by their
Name, that will prevent the Continuance
or the Increafe of the Harm, which they
are doing.  The only Way is, for the

.Clergy to imitate and emulate what is good

in them, avoiding what is bad: to attend
their Cures, edify their Parifhioners with

- awakening, but rational and fcriptural, Dif-

courfes, converfe much with them, as #atch-

men jfor their Souls®, be fober, grave, tempe-
rate,and fhew themfelves in all Things Patterns

of good Works‘. If the People fee, or but
imagine, their ‘Minifter unwilling to take

_more Pains about them, or preferve more

Guard upen himfelf than for Shame he mutt,
no Wonder if it alienates them powerfully

_both from him and his Do@rine: whereas

when they perceive him careful to inftrut
them, and go before them, in whatcvc_r- is
their Duty to do, they will hearken to him

41 Pet.iil.g. *Heb.xii.17. fTit iz, 7. "
Wit
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with great Regard, when he cautions them
againit overdoing; 2nd be unlikely to feck for
imaginary Improvements 2broad from Irre-
gulerities - and Extravagances, whilft they
experience themfelves really impreved at
Home in 2n orderly eftablithed Method.
But then, to improve them effefiually to
their future Happinefs, as well as to Glence
falfe Accufers, you muit be affiduous in teach-
ing the Principles, not only of Virtue and
natural Religion, but of the Gofpel: and of
the Gofpel, not 2s almoft explained away by
modern Refiners, but a5 the Truth s in
Fefust; as it is taught by the Church, of
which you are Members; as you have en-
gaged, by your Subfcriptions and Declarz-
ticas, that you will teach it yourfelves. You
muft preach to them Faith in the ever-
blefied Trinity : 2nd vindicate, when it is re-
quifite, thofe Parts ‘of our Creeds and
Offices which relate to that Article, from
the very unjuft Impnmﬁons of Abfurdicy
and Uncharitablenefs which have been cait
upon them.  You mull fet forth the original
Cecrruption of oar Nature; our Redemption,
EEpk. iv. z1.
according
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according to God's eternal Purpofe in Chriff",
by the Sacrifice of the Crofs; our San&ifica-
tion by the Influences of the Divine Spirit ;
the Infufficiency of our own good Works,
and the Efficacy of Faith to Salvation: yet
‘handlipg thefe Points in a do@rinal, not
controverfial Manner, unlefs particularly call-
ed torit; and even then treating Adverfaries
" with Mildne(s and Pity, not with Bitternefs
or immoderate Vehemence.

The Truth, I fear, is, that many, if not
moft of us, have dwelt too.little on thefe
DoGrines in our Sermons: by no means, in
general, from difbelieving .or flighting them ;
but partly from knowing, that formerly they
had been inculcated beyond their Proportion,
and even to the Difparagement of Chriftian
Obedience ; partly from- fancying them fo
generally received and remembered, that little
needs to be faid, but on focial Obligations ;
partly again from not having ftudied Theo-
logy deeply enough, to treat of them ably and
beneficially: God grant it may neverhavebeen
for Want of inwardly experiencing their Im-

Y Eph: iii. 11.
portance.
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portance. Bat whatever be the carfe, the Ef~
fe&t hath been lamentable. *Ouar Peoplz have
grown lefs 20d les mindful, firlt of the dif-
tinguithing Articles of their Creed, then, 25
will a2lways be the Cafe, of that one, which
they. hold in common with the Heathens;
have forgot in Effie&@ their Creator as well
as their Redeemer 2ad S:n&ifer; feldom or
never ferioelly worthipping him, or think-
ing of the State of their Sculs in Relation to
him ;" but flattering themielves, that what
they are pleafed to czli 2 morzl 2nd harmlels
Life, though far from being either, is the

ne T bing needful. Refie@ions have beep made
tpon us, of different Natures, znd with dif-
ferent Views, on Account of thefe Things,
by Deifts, by Papifts, by Brethren of our
own, which it is eafy to thew have been mech
too fevere.  But the only complete Vindica-
tion of ourfelves will be to preach fully and
frequently the Do&lrines, which we are un-
juftly accufed of cafting off or undervaluing:
yet fo, as to referve always 2 dae Share of our
Difcourfes,. which it is generally reported
fome of our Cenfurers do not, for the common
Duties of common Life, as did cur Sawiour
i and
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and his Apoftles. But then we muft enforce
them chiefly by Motives peculiarly Chriftian :
I will not fay, only by fuch; for the Scrip-
ture adds others. And while we urge on our
Hearers the Neceffity of univerfal Holinefs,
we muft urge equally that of their being
_ﬁm{zd in Chrift; not having their own Righ-
teoufnefs, which is of the Law, but the Righ-
teoufnefs, which is of God by Faith'.
Copious and interefling as the Subjec is,
1 muft now conclude. And I befeech you, Bre-
thren, fuffer the Word of Exhertation*: for
I have fpoken to you from the Simplicity of
a plain Heart, and the Sincerity of a deep
Concern for the Interefts of the Church of
Chrift, and the everlafting Welfare of every
one of you; not as condemning, not as dif-
- éfteeming you, very far from it,-but as being
Jealous over you with godly Fealoufy, and
deeply affefted with the prefent State of Re-
Tigion amongft us. Wickednefs, Profane-
nefs, avowed infidelity, have made a dreadful
Progrefs in this Nation. The civil Power,
in moft Cafes, doth little to check that Pro-
grefs : and it is an Unhappinefs in our moft
i Phils iii. g. ¥ Heb. xiii. 22.
~ happy

e et



fir# Charge to bis CLERGY. 239

happy Conftitution, that it cannot eafily, if
at all, do what one might with. Ecclefi-
aftic2l Authority is net only too much
limited but too much' defpifed, as Matters
now ftand amongft us, to do almoft any
‘Thing to Purpofe. In the fmall Degree, that
it can be exerted ufefully, I hope it will,
and promife my utmoft Endeavours, in all
Cafes notified to me, that it fhall. But the
main Support of Piety and Morals confifts
in the parochial Labours of the Clergy. If
our Country is to be preferved from utter
Profligatenefs and Ruin, it muft be by our
Means: and, take Notice, we cannot lofe
our Infiuence, but in a great Meafure by our
own Fault. If we look on what we are
apt to call our Livings only as our Liveli-
hoods, and think of little more than living
on the Income of them according to our
own Inclinations : if, for Want of z good Con-
Jetence or Faith unfeigned’, we forfeit the
Prote&ion of God; and by Worldlinefs, or
Indolence, or Levity in Behaviour, Talk, or
Appearance, (for grofs Vices I put out of
the Queftion) lofe, as we affured fhall, the

14 Tim. i. 5.

Reverenct
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‘Reverence of Mankind: there will be no
Foundation left for us to ftand upon. ' Our
legal Eftablithment will thake and fink un-
der us, if once it can be faid we do the
Public little Service ; and much fooner if we
are fufpe@ed of difquicting it. Wicked Peo-
ple will attack us without Referve; the good
will be forced to condemn and give us vp:
and well would it be for us if this were the
worlt. It is a fmall Thing to be judged of
Man's fudgment : He, that judgeth us, is the
Lord™. But while we teach the genuine
Truths of the Gofpel, and evidently feel the
Truths we teach; and are more anxious
about the Souls of Men, thanour own Pro-
fit, or Pleafure, or Power ; while we fubmit
ourfelves dutifully and affe@ionately, (as we
never had greater Caufe) to the King and
thofe who are put in Autbority under him;
dead quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlinefs
and bonefly”; and join to our Piety and
Loyalty and Virtue, but a common fhare
of Prudence: we fhall, in Spite of Enemies,
through his Mercy, who hath promifed to
be with us alway°, not fail of being upheld,

=1 Cor.iv. 3,4. ®3 Tim.ii.z. @Matth. xxviii. zo.

The
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The religious will g/}mrz us wery bighly in
Love for our Wark's Sake’ : _the wife in their
Generation , though not rehgmus, will per-
ceive our Importance : the vicious and defti-
tute of Principle will be awed by us: and
the Seed of the Word, however trampled
under Foot by fome, will fpring up and
bear Fruit in the Hearts of many. Let us
think then ferioufly, what depends oa us,
what it requires of us, and give ourfefves whol-
lyto it *.  God hath placed us in a Station of
Difficulty and Labour, at prefent alfo of Re-
proach and Contempt from great Numbers
of Men. But ftill, if we only learn to
value our Funion juftly, and love it fin-
cerely, we fhall be unfpeakably happier in
difcharging the Duties of it, than we pof-
fibly be in any Thing elfe. The Things,
in which the World places Happinefs, are
very Trifless. We may plainly fee them to
be fuch now, if we will: and we fhall fee
in a little Time, whether we will or not,
that the only real Point of Moment is, to
have approved ourfelves good and faithful Ser-

#1Thefl. v. 13. 9 Luke xvi. 8.

f 1 Tim. iv, 15,
Q_ vants
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vants' to our great Mafter, Let us all
therefore bear in Mind continually, how
Matters will appear to us then; and heartily
pray and carneftly endeavour, fo #o pafs
through Things temporal, that we finally lofe
not the Things eternal. Grant this, O heavenly
Father, for [Jefus Chrift's Sake, our Lord".

* Matth. xxv. 21. ~ * Coll. 4th Sunday after Trinity.
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anrexl Bretbren;

T baving pkzﬁ:d God that I ﬁ:ould live

to.come amongft you 2 fecond Time, I
think 'it: my Duty to proceed with the fame
Kind -of Exhortations, which I gave you at
firft.  For though many Subje@s of Inftruc-
tion might be - proper;there is 2. peccliac
Propriety in thofe; which relate more im-
mediately to your Condué : and though I
might very jaftly give yos, in gencral, Praifs
infiead of Advice, yet they who deferve the
moft of the former, will be moft defirous of
the latter, knowing how such Necd of it the
beftof us have. Asd I hope the Freedoms
which I fhall take with you ia this Refpe&,
will the rather be pardoned, 2s I both permit
ard intreat you to wofe the fame with me,
when Occaficn reguises it; being fincerely

QU3 Hifpoled,
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difpofed, if I know myfelf, to fet you an
Example of Docility. -

I'began with your Obligation to Refidence ;
and~the Appointment of Curates, ~either to
fupply your Abfence when you could not re-
fide, or to affift you when the Work was too
heavy for you. And then I entered a little
into the common Duties of Incumbents and
Curates, in which I fhall sow make fome
further Progrefs : more’ folicitous "about the
Importance of Dire@ions, than the Accuracy
of Method ; and ufing no other Apology, if
T fhould happen to.repeat what I have given
you ‘in Charge already, : than that of the
Apofile: To fay the fame Things, to me is not
grievous, and for you it is fafe’.

The fame Apoftle’s Admonition to Timothy
is, Take Heedunto thyfelf; and to they Dottrine’.
"The “main “Point is what he "begins with,
the Care of our Temper and Behaviour.
For without that, our Preaching will feldom
be fuch as it ought, and fcarce ever bring
forth its proper Fruits, Now a Chriftian
"Temper' confifts ‘of various Parts: but the
firt Tmpreflion, which a genuine Faith in

2 Phil. il 1. b1 Tim. iv. 16. 4
the
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the Gofpel makes on the Soul, and the ruling
Principle, which it fixes there; is a deep
Senfe of .Love to God and our Fellow-
creatures, producing an earneft Defire, that
we-and they may be for ever happy in his
Prefence. . Whoever therefore is deftitute of
this: Feeling, ought not, though free from
grofs Vices, to become a Clergyman: and
without obtaining it from the Giver of all
good Things "by fervent Prayer, no Man is
qualified to fill the Place of one.” Fornot-
withftanding that he may preferve fome
Form of Godlinefs, without which he would
be mifchievous and fhocking in the higheit
Degree: yet not having the ' Reality and
Power theregf, he muft profefs, and feem-
ingly attempt to make others what he is
far from being himfelf. Confequently his
Endeavours out of the Pulpit will be infre-
quent, relu@ant, faint: and in it they will
at beft be unnatural and ungraceful, what-
ever Pains he may take in his Compofitions,
or whatever Vehemence he may affe®t in
his Delivery. Hence he will be diffatisfied
within, deteGed and difefteemed by the judi-

< 2 Tim. iii, 5,

Q.4 cious
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cious Part of his Hearers, and of little Ufe
to the reft, if he is not even hurtful by
mifleading them. Or whatever his Cafe may
be amongft Men, his inward Want of the
Piety, which he outwardly"pretends to, muft -
sender him ‘uncommonly guilty in the Sight
of God.' Heaven forbid, that I fhould have
Need to enlarge on fuch a' Charaler in this
Audience. ' e

But have we not moft of us Caufe to
apprehend,” that our  religious ' Principles,
though' fincere, are not fofficiently exerted 5
and therefore produce not the Fruit, which
they might? Do we ot rather take it for
granted, that we approve ourfelves to ‘be duly
in earneft, than find on impartial Examina-
tion, that'we do? No Man fhould rathly fay
or furmife ‘this 'of .another: but évery one
fhould-fearch'Home: into it for himfelf. And
we thould attentively read the Scriptures,
-and the Treatifes written by wife' and good
Men coficerning the ‘Duties of God’s Mini-
fters : 'to fee if weare' fuch as they defcribe,
-and 'fir up ourfelves o' 'become fuch as' we
ought:

Good Inclinations, thus excited, will not

fail,

(Y
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fzil, through the Affiftance of divine Grace,
of dire@ing us into 2 fuitable Condu&. And
were 2 Man, ‘who confefledly means well, to
overdo 2 little fometimes, the Rightnefs of
his Intention would plead his Excufe very
firongly. However, we thould carefully aveid
Extremes, even on the better Side: not
give uncommanded Demonftrations of our
Chnfhan Zeal, when they will probably
ferve. no ‘good ‘Purpofe, and be deemed
Oftentation, or tummed into Ridicule, or
provoke ill Humour; but refirain, according
2s Times and Places and Company may
require, the Sentiments which elfe we could
be glad to utter. Only we muft do this in
fech a2 Mandnéri 2s not to tempt the molt
rigid ‘Profeflor of Religion fo imagine, or
‘the moft proflizate Enemv cf it to fuvoeﬁ
‘that we have Tittle or none: but {hcw our
‘Concern for it on every ff ‘Occafiop, with
foll 25 much Diligence, as we decline unfit
ones. And ‘here, T conceive, it 15, that
we of the Clergy are chiefly apt to fail.
We do not 2lways appear in the common
InterCourfes of Life, {ufficiently penctrated
with the Impottance of our Fundion, or

fuffi-
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fufficiently afiiduous to promote the Ends of
our Miffion. :

Too poffibly a great Part of our People
may like the lukewarm amongft us the
better for refembling themfelves, and giving
them no Uneafinefs on Comparifon, but
feeming to authorize their Indifference. But
then, fuch of us can do them no Good. Our
Example can teach them Nothing beyond a
little decent Regularity, in which they will
fancy they need ‘not quite come up to us
neither. Our Sermons, and- reading of
Prayers, they will confider- only as Matters
of Form: and finding in us hardly any
Thing at other Times of what we exprefs
at thefe, they will prefume, that our inward
Regard to it is not very great, and that they
are not bound to have more. Therefore
if they are pleafed with us, if they efteem
us, while we continue to be of this Turn,
it muft be for fomething foreign from our
Office, fomething of a middle, or it may be
a blameable Nature, not as Teachers of the
Gofpel : a Charaéer which they take us to
lay afide as much as we well can. And fo
the better they think of Us, the more lightly

they
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they will .think ‘ofcour Miniftry; #ill at
Iength they join with thofe avowed Infidels,
who boldly affitm, though-often againtt their
own Conitiences,' that we: believe not what
we preach, elfe it would have more Inflyence
upon us. 7 -

‘Then, at the fame Time, the right Difpo-
fitions of ‘well inclined Perfons will languith
and ‘decay, «for Want of that Countenance
and Affiftance in ferious Piety, which they
thould -receive from their Paftors. For if
the Tokens of our Piety be confined to the
Church, they will be of little Service cither
out of it, ‘or in it. . Or if fome good People
fuffer no Harm themfelves from our Defeéts,
they will fee with great Sorrow, that others
‘do: all of them will be much readier to
think the Clerical Order in general carelefs
and light, if thofe are fo, of whom they fee
moft:: their'Ears will be open to the Invec-
tives, which artful or heated Men are daily
pouring forth againft us; they will eafily be
led to undervalue and mifconftrue the beft
Inftru@ions of thofe, with whom they are
difgufted; ‘and run after any Teachers, . who
have the powerful Recommendation, for

it
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it will always, and' no Wonder, be a very
powerful one, of feeming more in earneft,
The Irregularities and Divifions which have
prevailed fo lamentably in our’ Chutch of
late, are greatly owing to an Opinion, that
we are ufually indifferent about vital inward
‘Religion. It is true, ‘the Spreaders of  this
Imputation, which hath been monftroufly
exaggerated, will have much to anfwer for:
but fo thall we alfo,” unlefs we take the only
Way to filence it, by cutting off hereafter all
Occafion for it.
"Now the firft neceflary Step to fcem good
is to be fo; for mere Pretence will be feen
through : and the next is, to /e your Light
Shine before Men®, in the faithful and laborious
‘Exercife'of your Funétion. Living amongft
your Parifhioners, or as near them as may
“be s inquiring freque'nily and perfonally con-
“cerning the Welfare and Behaviour of thofe,
‘with whom you' cannot be ftatedly prefent ;
teverent and judicious Readingof the Prayers
-and ~Leffons in your Churches, inftructive
and affe@ing Sermons delivered with dif~
creet'Warmth, (Readinefs to take extraos-
4 Matt, v. 16.

dinary
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dinary Pains for the occafional Affiftance of
your Brethren, Diligence in forming the
Youth to a Senfe of their Chriftian Duty,
in bringing your People to the holy Com-
anunion, and where it can be, to Week-
Day Prayers: all thefe Things will tend
very much both to your Ufefulnefs and your
Credit. Relieving or obtaining Relief for
fuch as are diftrefled in their Circumitances:
hearing your People willingly and patiently,
though perhaps low in Rank or weak in
Underftanding, when they would confult
you upon any Difficulty, and anfwering them
with Confideration and Tendernefs: difpofing
them to be vifited when fick, praying by
them with Fervency, exhorting and comfort-
ing them with Fidelity, Compaffion and
Prudence; and reminding them ftrongly, yet
mildly, after their Recovery, of their good
Thoughts and Purpofes during their Illnefs ;
will be further Proofs, very beneficial and
very engaging ones, of your Serioufnefs:
which however you muft complete by going
through every other Office of Religion Wlth
Dignity. T'will fpecify two.

One
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One is that of Baptifm : which, efpecially
when adminiftered in private Houfes without
Neccﬁity, is too often treated, even during
the Adminiftration, rather as an idle Cere-
mony than a Chriftian Sacrament: or how-
ever that be, is commonly clofe followed by
véry unfuitable, if not otherwife alfo indecent,
Levity and Jollity.  Now in thefe Circum-
ftances it is highly requifite, that the Minifter
thould, by a due Mixture of Gravity and
Judgment, fupport the Solemnity of the Or-
dinance ; and ecither prevent Impropricties
in the Sequel, or if it be doubtful whether
he can, excufe himfelf, with a civil Intima-
tion of the Unfitnefs of them, from being
prefent. The other Inftance is, that of faying
_ Grace over our daily Food : which many, if
not moft, of the Laity have, with 2 Profane-
nefs more than heathenith, laid afide: and I
am forry to add, that fome of the Clergy
hurry it over fo irreverently, in a Mutter or a
Whifper, fcarce, if at all, intelligible, thag
one might queftion, whether they had not
better lay it afide too, which yet God forbid,
than make it thus infignificant ; and expofe
to
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to Contempt an A¢t of Devotion, and them-
felves along with it, as doing what they-are
athamed of.

Indeed far from authorizing any Slights
of this Sort by our Example, and as it were
our Confent, we muft through our whele
Converfation fteadily and refolutely, though
with Mildnefs and Modetty, always keep
up the Honour of Religion and our Order,
which is infeparable from our own: never
fpeak a Word, or ufe 2 Gefture, which can
with the lealt Colour be interpreted, as if
.we had fmall Regard to our Profeffion, or
exercifed it chiefly for a Maintenance: never
repeat, never hear, Difcourfes of an irreli-
gious or immoral Turn, without exprefling
a plain Difapprobation, briefly or at large,
as the Cafe may require: yet beon all Occa-
fions courteous, and on proper Occafions
cheerful ; but let it be evidently the Cheer-
fulnefs of ferious Men. Foolifh Talking and
Fefiing are not convensent *, not becoming any
Perfon: but thofe leaft of all, who fhould
know beft, that every idle Word wbhich
Men fball fpeak, tbey fboall give an Account

¢ Eph. v. 4.
theresf,
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thereqf, according toits Tendency, in the Day
of Fudgment *.. Unleafonable or exceffive
Mirth fits pecuharly ill upon him whofe
Office muft or ought to bring before his
Mind fo frequently, the Afflictions of this
mortal State,,lthg >Holin'c'fs of God’s Law,
his own gi'icmus ImperfeGions, the de-
plorable Sins of many others, and the final
Sentence, that awaits us all. Doubtlefs we
fhould endeavour to make Religion agrecable;
but not- to make ourfelves agreeable, by
leadmv our Company to forget Religion.
We fhould every one of us pleafe bis Neighbour
for bis Good*®: but not fo pleafe Men, as to
fail in the Character of Serwants of Chrift®,
We thould be #ade, in a fitting Senfe and
Meafure, all Things to all Men, that we may
by all Means fave fome': but we fhall lofe
ourfelves, not fave others, if we are quite
different Perfons in the Pulpit and out of
it: nor can we act a more incongruous
Part, than to chufe raifing and promoting
the Laugh for our Province in Converfation,
inftead of duly reftraining our own Liveli-

£ Matt. xii. 36. & Rom. xv. 2: b Gal.i. 10.
3 1 Cor. ix, 224
nefs
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nefs and that of others. For cut of the
Abundance of the Heart the Moutk [peaketh :
and our Hearts cught to abound with better
Things.”1 own, both affe@ed and exceflive
Reftraint will do Harm.' Bot if we are
fincerely pious, and endeavour to be prudent,
el fhall combine ufeful Informations and
Refle@ions with harmlefs Entertainment:
our Speech will be with Grace, fecfoned with
Salt, that we may know bow we caght to
anfwer every Man': we fhall prove that we
‘have the End of our Minifiry conftandy
in. View, by drawing profitable Lefions,
frequently, but naturally, out of Topics of
Indifference; and bringing back the Dif-
courfe, if it goes aftray, from exceptionable
or unfafe Sabje&s, to innocent ones; yet
if poffible without offenfive ‘Reproof, and
perhaps imperceptibly.  For tbe Servant of
the Lord muff nst firrve, that is, roughly
and barfhly, but be gentle unto all Men=,
even the worft. Yét,on, the. other Hand
fervile Obfequioufnefs, or fattering Words®,
cvenito the befl, are far remote from baving

* Mart. X5 34- © 1 Cel.iv. 6. = 2 Tim.fi. 20
= 1 Thefkii. 5.
R our
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cur Conwerfation in Simplicity and godly Sin-
cerity o ,
Talking with great Earnefinefs abou
worldly Affairs, or with great Delight about
Diverfions and Trifles, betrays a Mind over-
much fet upon them: and Numbers will
reprefent the Cafe, as worfe than it is.
Nay, our being only in a very peculiar De-.
gree good Judges of fuch Matters, or.of
any that are unconnected with our Office,
will, unlefs we have fome efpecial Call to
ithem, be commonly thought to imply, that
we have ftudied and love them beyond what
“we ought, to the Neglect of our proper
Bufinefs. For we are not to expect very
favourable Conftrucions from Mankind:
yet it greatly imports us to have their good
‘Opinion ; which we fhall not fecure, unlefs
in whatever other Lights they may fee us
occaionally, the worthy Clergyman be the
predominant Part of  our Charatter. If
pradtical Chriftian Piecty and Benevolence
and Self ‘Government, with conftant Zeal
to promote them all upon Earth, are not
the firft and chief Qualities, which your

¢ 2 Cor.i, 12,

Pa-
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Parithioners and Acquzintance will aferibe to
you; if they will fpeak of you, as noted on
other Accounts, but pafs over thefe Articles;
and when afked zbout them, be at a Lofs
what to fay, excepting poffibly that they
know no Harm of you; all is not right : nor
can foch a Clergy anfiver the Defign of its
Inftitution any where; or even maintain its
Ground in 2 Country of Freedom and Learn-
ing, though 2 yet worfe may in the Midft of
Slavery and Ignorance.

A&ually ftharing in the Gaieties and A-
mufements of the World will provoke Cen»
fure ftill more, than making them favourite
Subje&s of Difcourfe. Ido not fay, that
Recreations, lawful in themfelves, are un-
lawful to us: or that thofe which have been
formercly prohibited by ecclefiaftical Rules,
merely as difreputable, may not ceafe to be
fo by Change of Cuftom. But fill #or o/
Ttings lawful are expedient’, and certainly
thefe Things, further than they arein Truth
requifite for Health of Body, Refrethment
of Mind, or fome really valuable Purpofe,
are all a Mifemployment of our leifure

? 1 Cor.vi. 12.

R 2 Hours,
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Hours, which we ought to fet our People a
Pattern of filling up well. A Minifter of
Ged’s Word, attentive to his Duty, will
neither_ have Leifure for. fuch Diffipations,
public or domeftic, nor Liking to them.
He will fee, that Pleafure, or rather a
Wj"c;tph:ed Affc&ation of it, is become the
Idol of Mankind; to w thh they are facri-
ficing .their Fortunes, their Families, their
Healths, their Reputations, their Regard to
God, to their focial Dauties, to the State of
theu' Souls, to their future chg Now
what are the Clergy to do in this Cafe ? If we
but feem to go along with them, who fhall
’call them back? For as to the Pretence of
keepmrr them within Bounds by our Prefence,
it 1s v1ﬁb]y a. mere. Prctence Or were it
not, the older and graves of us would fure-
ly think - fuch a Suvperintendency no. very
ﬁonourable one: and few of the younger
and livelier could be fafely trufted with it.
Indeed we none of .us_kpow, into- what
Imt ropnetles ‘of Behav;our, at leaft what
Wrongnefs of lepoﬁtlon we may be drawn
by the evil Communications of thefeAffemblies:.
W hether, if happxry hey fhould not otherwife
corrupt

-t VP
Veli
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corrupt our g.aal Mannerss, we may not how-
ever grow inwardly fond of themrs come to’
t.hmn our’profeffion a dull one, 2nd the Calls’
of it troublefcme; throw off ‘2s much of the

Burthen ‘as' we can, znd perform with Re<
la&anceand cold Formality the R_‘..amz”,
which we'mait{

i Atleaft it will be fufpetted, that we caanet’
greatly=difapprove the Caftoms in which’
we voluntarily join, the Perfons with-whox
we familiarly affociate, “or indeed any Thing
faid or- done where wei‘delight to be': "that
if 'we rdo not go the utmoit Lengths, yet
we - fhould, if for ‘Shame we durfts for
thefeThings are our Cheice, not the Duties
of our Miniftry ; which therefore Declaimers
will ‘fay’ we' are ‘not™ fincere in,” or how-
ever'unfit for.  And “even they, ‘who plead
our Example as a'Precedent for themfelves,
will ufually ‘heneur@s much the Tefs for-
fetting it.

< 8till I'do not mean, -that we fhovld be
{fourand'morofe; condemn innocent Relax=
zuons, land plbvdbe men (o fzy, that'we rail’
out of Envy a: wehat we have abfardly tied

3o f3e a.l) w B ’\“““"
¥ EEas o Ev

R 3 up
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up ourfelves ﬁ;qm partaking of : but exprefs
our Diflike of them as mildly as the Cafe
will- bear ; flight with good Humour the
Indulgences, in which others falfely place
their Happinefs ; and convince them by
our Expci'i;_:ncc, as well as Reafoning, how
very comfortably they may live without
them, It is true, paying Court ta the gay
and inconfiderate by Imitation of them, may
often be the fhorter, and fometimes the furer
Way to their Favour. But the Favour of
the fathionable World is not oyr Aim: if
it be, we have chofen our Profeflion very
unwifely. And though we fhould fucceed
thus with fuch Perfons in Point of Intereft,
we. muft not hope even for their Efteem.
For they will both think and {peak with the
loweft Contempt. of the complying Wretch,
whom yet for their own Convenience or
Humour they will carefs, and now and then
prefer.

QOur Predeceflors, that their ‘abftaining
from indifcreet Levities might be notorious,
wore conftantly the peculiar. Habit of their.
Order.  And certainly we fhould be more
zefpetied, xf we followed their Example in

this
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this mere univerfelly. ‘They complained of
no Inconveniencies from it: nor did I ever,
in'a Courfe of mamy Years, find any worth
naming. - In the primitive and perfecating
Times indeed Clergymen wore no pecu-
BFar Drefs: 2od long after were diftin-
guithed cnly by retzining 2 greater Simplicity
of Garb thag others. But gradually Superiors
difcerned Reafons for enjoying a different
Sort : and furely others may well pay them
fo_far the Obedicnce promifed to them, as
always to {hew by fome evident and proper
Marks, (for Nothing more is expeied) of
what Clafs of men they are. If you do
not, it will be fzid, ejther that you are
athamed of your Caufe, or confcious of
your Unikilfulnefs to defend it, or that you
conceal yourfelves to take occafionzlly unfit
Libertics. Indeed fome external Reflraints
of this Kind, merely as an Admonitioa.
againft unfeemly Difcoerfe and Condu& and
Company, would, though not preferibed,
bz yery advifeable for young Clergymen :
amoogft whom they, who diflike them the
moft, might fometimes perceive, that they
have the moft’ geed- of them.” And we

' R 4 hat
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'that are . older, fhould keep up the Cuftom
for thelr ‘Sakes, though unneceflary for-our
own, Befides, we may all prevent, by
fuch Notification of ourfelves, a great deal
of unbccommg Talk and Deportment in
others: and {o efcape both the Difagreeable-
nefs of rcprovmg it, and the Impropriety
of not reproving it. Or if after all it cannot
be prevented, they who are offended with
it, will immediately fee in us a Refuge from
lt

~ But then a Habit, vifibly a Clergyman’s,
muft be fuch in every Part as befits a
Clergyman : have no Look of Effeminacy
or' Love of, Txlxery in it". For we had
better put on the Lay Drefs intirely, than
difgrace the Clerical one. And it is doubly
contemptxble, firft to thew what a Fondnefs
we have for Things utterly beneath us, and
then how poorly we are able to indulge it.
Therefore let us be uniform : and as our
Charadter is a truly venerable one, let us
think we do ourfelves Honour by wearing the
ancient Badges ofu I nced not add, that
our whole Demeanor fhould be anfwerable to

* Hicron, ad {wﬁat‘xaf‘ﬁ g-
ous
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our Cloathing : tha tSoftnefs and Delicacy of
Manner, Skill in the Science of Eating*, and
the Perfe&tion. of quuors, in fhort every Ap-
proach to Juxurious Gratification, is firangely
out of Place in_one, who hath devated him-
felf to‘endure Hardnefs as. a good Soldier of
¥ ﬁu Chrift's

Still we ought to judge very chantably of
thofe, who .take greater Liberties; -than we
dare : never blame them - more, feldom fo
much, as they -deferve; and confine our
Severity to our own Pra&ice. Only we
muﬁ watch with moderate StriGtnefs over
our Families alfo; nat only: keeping up the
joint and feparate Worthip of God in them,
which I hope no Clergyman. omits; but
forming them to every part of Piety and
Virtue and Prudence. . St. Paul requires,
that not only cho’u, but their Wives be
grave *: and that the higher, Clergy be fuch,
as rule well their. own Houfes, lm'umg their
Chiléren in Subjection. with all Gravity : _for
if-a IMan_know not bow to rule bis own

Houfe,, bow fball be take Care of the Church

* Hieror. ad Nepesian. §. 6o * zTim.di. 3. ©  * 1 Tim.

jii. 8.11.
1wt ?_f
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of God*? Whence we have all promifed at
our Ordination, to frame and Jafbion our
Families, together with ourfelves, according to
the Doctrine of 'Chrift, and to make them, as
much as in us ‘lieth, wholefome Examples and
Patterns to his. Flock. ‘They are naturally the
firft Objc&s of our Care: we have peculiar
Opportunities’of mﬁrué’tmo and reftraining
them. " If we neglect them, we fhall never
be thought 0" have ‘much Concern for
others: if ‘we are unfuccefsful with them,
we fhall be deemcd very unfkilful; and bid
to look at Home 'before ‘we reprove the reft
of ‘our Flock. ' But exhibiting Inftances of
Goodnefs and Happinefs, produced under our-
own Roofs by the Methods, to which we di-
reét thofe around us, muft needs add ﬁngulér
Weight to our Exhortations.

For the Importance of the Rules hitherto
laid down, ‘we have the Judgment of a moft
able and fubtle ‘and’ determined enemy, the
Em peror_'}‘ulmrz who defigning to re-cftablith
Pagamfm, and accountmg, as he declares, the
Stri@nefs and San@ity, profeffed by Chrif-
tians; to bea principal Caufe of thc;Prcvale.nCC

Y1 Tim. V. 4, 5.

of
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of their Faith, in two of his Epiftles gives
Dire&ions, undoubtedly copied from the In-
jun&@ions obferved by the Clergy of thofe Days,
that the Heathen Priefts be Men of ferious
Tempers and Deportment ; that they neither
utter, nor hear, nor read, nor think of any
Thing licentious or indecent; that they ba-
nith far from them all offenfive Jefts and
libertine = onverfation: be neither expenfive
por fhewith in their Apparel; go to no En-
tertainments but fuch as are made by the
worthieft Perfons; frequent no Taverns;
appear but feldom in Places of Concourfe;
never be feen at the public Games and
Spe@acles; and take Care that their Wives
and Children and Servants be pious, as well
as themfelves *.  Let not, I'intreat you, this
Apoftate put us to Shame.

But clergymen, who are ferious in their
whole Behaviour, and the care of their Fa-
milies alfo, are often too una&ive amongft
their People : apt to think, that if they
perferm regularly the ordinary Offices of
the Church, exhort- from the Pulpit fuch

* Ep. 49. ad Arfac. P. 430, 431. Fragm. Ep. p.
301—365. 3
: as
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as will come to hear them, and anfwer the
common occafional Calls of parochial Duty,
they have done -as) miuch as-they meed:or
well can,-and fo turn themfelves to'other
Matters : perhaps,neve_ms;iﬁ_tﬁfome of theit
Parithioriers; -and with- the ref¥ enter only
into the fame Sort.of Falk; -that dnyone
elfe would do. -Now .St. Pau/ faith, ‘he
taught the Ephefians both publicly and from’
Honfe to Houfe, teflifying Repentatice toward
God, and Faith toward our Lord Jefus Gbrift ;
and ceafed not -to warn every ore Day and
Night = He  alfo ;.commands Timothy to
preach the Word, :and be inflant in Seafon and
out of Seafon*; at ftated Times and others:
not . forcing Advice, -upor’ Perfons, ‘when it
was, likelier to ‘do Harm [than Good : but
prudently improving. lefs favourable Oppor-
tunities, if no others offered.- ‘Thus unquef-
tionably fhould we .do.. And a chief Rea~
fon, why we have fo little Hold-upon our
People. is, that we converfe with them fo,
little, as ' Watchmen over their Souls.. The
Paftors, of the foreign Proteftants outdo us
greatly in this Refpe&, and are honoured in
"7 Afts xx. 20, 21. 2 Ver. 31, 33 T, iv. 2.

Propor~



fecond:Charge to' bis CLERGY.. 26y
Proportion. ‘The Romith Priefls have their
Laity under their Hands, on one Account or
another, ‘almoft continually, and ‘acquire by it
2n abfolute Dominion over them. = Both the
old Diflenters, from ocur Church, and thofe
who are now forming new Separations, gain
and preferve a furprifing Influence amongft
their Followers by perfonal religious Inter-
courfe. Why thould not we learn from them?
At firft fuch Applications may by Difufe ap-
pear ftrange ; and have both their Difficulties
and their Dangers. But the moft apprehenfive
of them will be the fafeft from them: and
all- will improve their Talents by Prac-
tice. On young Perfons  you will be able
to make good Imprefiions by Difcourfe with
them before Confirmation: thefe ‘may be
renewed in private Exhortations afterwards
to receive the Sacrament: and the f{piritual
Acquaintance, thus begun, may be continued
ever after. Other Means may be found with
grown Perfons : on the firft fettling of a Fa-
mily in.your Parith; on Occafion of any
great Sicknefs, or Affli&ion, or Mercy; on
many others, if you feek for them, and en-
gage worthy Friends to affit you. Even
common
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common Converfation may be led - very na-
turally to Points of Piety and Morals; and
Numbers be induced thus to reading proper
Books, to public, to private, to Family De-
votion, to Sobriety, Juftice, Alms-giving
and Chriftian Love. When once you are
well got into the Method, you will proceed
with Eafe and Applaufe; provided your
whole Character and Condu& be confiftent,
elfe you will fall into total Difgrace; and
particularly provided you convince your Pa-
rithioners, that you feek, nor theirs, but
them®.

A due Meafure of Difintereftednefs is one
main Requifite for the fuccefs of a Clergy-
man’s Labours. You will therefore avoid
all mean"Attention to fmall Matters: never
be rigorous in your Demands of them ; never
engage in any Difputes about them, unlefs
a Part of your Income, too large to be given
up, depends upon them. In all Difputes
you will prefer difcreet References to Pro-
ceedings at Law: and when the latter be=
come neceffary, carry them on in the fairett,
the leaft expenfive, the friendlieft Manner.

¥ 3 Cor. xit. 14.

You
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You will be wery tender in your Demands
upon the ‘poor, and very equitable towards
the rich; though you will conftientiouily
preferve all the material Rights, with which
you are intrufted, for your Succeflors. « If
you find Room and Reafon to improve your
Income, you will do it within Bounds: and
prove, that no wrong Motive induces you
to it, by living with decent Frugality, pro-
viding for your Families with Moderation,
and going as far as ever you are able in A&s
of good-natured, and efpecially of pious, Li-
berality ; which are the moft valuable in
themfelves, the moft incumbent on you, and
the moft overlooked by others. For Nothing
gives greater or jufter Offence, than to fec
-a Clergyman intent upon hoarding, or luxu-
rious, or fplendid, inftead of being charitable.

Few indeed of our Order have much to
{pare : and ‘many have Caufe to with for a
more plentiful Subfiftence. Yet even thefe,
and much more the better preferred, if they
are carneft feckers and importunate Solici-
tors for Promotion, lower their CharaGers
grievoufly : and fuch as ufe indire@ Means
to obtain it, are often providentially difap-

: pointed ;
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pointed ; ‘or though they fucceed, always
difhonour themfclves, and never do much
Good to others: whereas the loweft of their
Brethren will be juflly refpeited, and may
be highly ufeful, if he fubmits contentedly
to God’s good Providence, and labours to
live within the Compafs of his Income: ex-
‘ceeding which, without vifible Neceffity,
-will bring fome Imputations even upon him,
and defervedly a much heavier on fuch as
enjoy an ampler Provifion.

However inoffenfive we are, we muft
expect to receive, from Time to Time, in-
jurious -and provoking Treatment, as the
Scripture hath forewarned us. We. fhall hurt
both our own Caufe and that of Religion
dreadfully, if we return it: and do Honour
to both, if we behave under it calmly, wszs
fuch Mecknefs of Wifdom °, as may tend to
bring our Adverfaries over, if not to our Sen-
timents concerning the Matter in Queftion,
whatever it be, yet to a good Opinion of our
Meaning and Tempers or may at leaft, if
we fail of fuccefs with them, engage more
impartial Perfons to countenance and protect

€.James i, 134
us.
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us. Indeed -we ought, if poffible, to keep
not only ourfelves, but ‘others, out of all
angry Contefts.  We folemnly promifed-at
our Ordination, to maintain and fet for-
wards, as much as Yieth in us, Quietnefs,
Peace and Love among all Chriftian Pcofle,
and ¢fpecially among them that are or fhall
e committed to our Charge : and by fo doing,
we are bound never to raife or foment per-
fonal, family, parochial, political, or eccle-
fiaftical Animofities, but do all in our Power
to compofe and extinguith them: nor will
any Thing conduce more to our Credit or
to our Ufefulnefs. - The political Party-Spirit
is, . God be thanked, of late Years much
abated. Let us guard againft the Return of
it: fhew, in ‘Word and 'Deed, becoming
Refpe@, as we have great Caufe, to our
excellent King, and all who are put in
Authority under him':' nor exercife ourfelves
in Matters too bigh for us®, but be quiet and
do our own Bufinefs*; let cur Moderation,
even where we are concerned to meddle, e
known unto all Men ' ; exercifing it even to

¢ Pfal. exxxi. 2. € 1 Thefl. iv. 11. f Phil. iv. 4.
T thofe
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thofe - who have leaft of it; and always
temember, that neither Patriot Love to our
earthly Country, nor loyal Attachment to
our earthly Sovereign, will be accepted by
our-heavenly Father, without uniform Obe-
dience to the ' Whole of his Gofpel.

Another Point of great Importance to
,Cl¢rgymen is, that they be ftudious. This
‘v'vill_ke,cp your Money from being fpent un-
wifely ;. and likewife your Time from being
-thrown away hurtfully or unprofitably, or
hanging heavy on.your Hands. It will
procure you Reverence too, as -Perfons of
Knowledge : whereas the idle will, even by
the ignorant, be thought deficient. And,
which is the main Thing, this alone will
enable you to upderftand the Bufinefs: of
your Station, and perform it well. "But
then you muft apply to fuch Things chiefly,
as will fit you moft to anfwer the great End
of your Employment ; and dezermine with St.
Paul to know Nothing, comparatiyvely fpeak-
ing, among f} your People, Jave Chriff Yefus
and bim crucified®.- The Concern of a Pa-
rith Minifter is, to make the loweft of his

& 3 Cor. ii. 2.
Con-
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Congregation apprehend the Do@rine of
Salvation by Repentance, Faith and Obe-
dience; and to labour, that when they
know the Way of Life, they may walk in
it. If he doth not thefe Things for them,
he doth Nothing: and it requires much Con-
fideration to find out the proper Methods of
doing them, and much Pains and Patience
to try one after ariother. Smooth Difcourfes,
compefed partly in fine Words which they
do not underftand, partly in flowing Sen-
tences which they cannot follow to the
End; containing little that awakens their
drowfy Attention, little that inforces on
them plainly and home what they mutft do
to-be faved ; leave them as ignorant and un-
reformed as ever, and only lull theminto a
fatal Security. Therefore bring yourfelves
down to their Level; for what fuits the
meaneft Chriftian will fuit the higheft : ex-
amine if they take in what you fay, and
change the Form of it till they do. This
I recommend for your firft Study: and be
affured, you will improve yourfelves by it
no_ Iefs than your Hearers. But fo far as
you have Opportunity confiftently with this,

PR ) apply
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éplily to any Part of Science, to every Part
you can, that is connefted with your Pro-
feffion : only learn, by weighing carefully
the, Judgments ‘and Reafonings of others,
to_think modeftly of yourfelves: avoid, in
the Outfet of your Inquiries moté efpecially,
drawing hafty Conclufions: be at leaft as
much on your Guard againft Fondnefs of
néw Opinions, as Prepoffeilion for efta-
blifhed Dolrines: and beware of being
mifled, either by the Pofitivenels of vehe-
ment Writers, or the falfe Colours of art-
ful ones.

You will doubtlefs cultivate peculiarly thofe
Branches of Knowledgc, which the Circam-
ftances of the Times, or of your Parithes,
peculiarly point out to you. ‘God hath per-
mitted to us, for our Sins, to be attacked, in
a remarkable Degree, by Infidels on one
Hand, and by Maintainers of innumerable
ftrange Notions on the other. And ‘we
have Need, that every one, who is able to
“qualify himfelf well, fhould affift in defend-
ing his Part of the common Caufe. For
there are too many unanfwered Books abroad
in the World, and more appearing daily,

written
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written againft Chriftianity and Morals and
the Do@rines of our Church. . Nor have we
of the Clergy, for fome Time paft, borng fo
large a Share, comparatively with Perfons of
other Communions, in vindicating what we
teach, as might be expe@ed from us. I
hope you are not often obliged, .in this
Diocefe, to encounter Unbelievers from the
Pulpit : and you will certainly not chufe to
alarm your People, by refuting, in Form,
Obje&ions to which they are Strangers;
though -it may be ufeful to obviate them
briefly, and if poffible without naming them.
But as, probably enough, fome of you will
at one Time or apother in Company meet
with fuch Perfons, or hear of their Talk, X
would give you a few Direions in Relation
to them.

'If any of them are virtuous in their Con-
du&, and backward to offend in Difcoutfe,
they thould not be unfeafonably provoked,
but treated with Refpe@. If any of them
build their Unbelief on ferious Argument,
which plainly very few do, they fhould be
direted to the Books or the learned Men,
that ace beft fitted to anfwer them : and the

S 3 lefs
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lefs' able fhould prepare for Combat with
thém, but not ‘engage too far in it prema-
turely.”” If “they cannot at prefent be con-
vinced - of the Falfehood of their Tenets,
they thould be thewn however, in a gentle
Manrer, the pernicious Effeéts of promulg-
ing them. Butif they will obftinately per-
iift to facrifice evéry Thing valuable amongft
Meén - to -their own Vices,” or their. own
Vanity, ‘we muft openly withftand them,
and ‘warn others :{galnft them. “Yet even this
bught to be done without Paffion or Bitter-
nefs, 'otherwife all the Blame will be laid on
s7 efpecially without perfonal Incivilities,
cve'r; to the worft of them, elfe they will
become ftill worfe than they were. But then
we ‘muft never affift the very beft of them in
gaining Influence and growmg dangerous;
for - brmg our ‘own Sincerity into Queftion
by Intimacies with ' them, whichthey will
. ufually reprefent, and fometimes believe, to
piocéed’ fram our ‘inwardly thinking as they
do."'Much lefs thould we ever condefcend to
the ‘fthecking Meannels of paying Court for
private Ends, eithet to them, or to wicked
’Wrctches of any Kmd though not Infidels’;
but
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but conne& ourfelves with worthy Perfons ;
engage their Support, and excite their Ea-
deavours to reprefs Profanenefs and Immora-
lity. ;

It is peculiarly unhappy, that while we
are employed on one Side in defending the
Gofpel,” we are accufed on another of cor-
rupting it. I have not now in my View
either the Church of Rome, or the Proteftants
who broke off from us a Century ago. The
Methods of dealing with both have been long
fince preferibed, and I repeat them not : but
intreat your Attention to the Movements of
each, efpecially the former, if you have any
of them in your Parithes.. But I mean to
{peak of Perfons rifen up in our own Times,
and profeffing the ftriGteft Piety : who vehe-
mently charge us with departing from the
Doé&rines- and flighting the Precepts of our
Religion : but have indeed themfelves ad-
vanced unjultifiable Notions, as neceflary
Truths ; giving good People groundlefs Fears,
and bad ones . groundlefs Hopes; diftorbed
the Underftandings of fome, impaired the
Circumftances of others; prejudiced Multi-
tudes againft their proper Minifters, and

S 4 pre=
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prevented their Edification by them ; pro-
duced firft Diforders in our Churches, then
partial or total Separations from them; and
fet up unauthorized Teachers in  their Af-
femblies. Where thefe Irregularities will end,
God only knows : but it behoves us to be
very careful, that they make fo Progre(s
through our Fault.

‘Now it would not only be injurious, but
profane, to ‘brand, with an opprobrious
Name, Chriftians rcmarkab]y ferious, merely
for being fuch: and equally imprudent to
difclaim them as not belonging to us, to let
a Se& gain the Credit of them, and labour
to drive them into it. Surely we fhould
take, even were’ they wavering, or actually
gox'lc from us, the moft refpectful and per;-
foafive Means of recalling fuch, and fixing
them with us. Nay, foppofing any Perfons
irrecoverably gone, we fhould not be hafty
. to condemn, even in our Thoughts, either
them or their Party,” as Enthufiafts or Hy-
pocrites: w/Ba‘{/bewr they &re, ‘it maketh no
Matter to us®. And much lefs ought we
to fay of exthcr worfe than we are fure they

¥ Gal. it 6.
deferve.
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deferve. - When we ‘are undoubtedly well
informed of any extravagant Things, which
they have afferted or done, it may be ufeful
to fpeak ftrongly of them: but not with
Anger and ‘Exaggeration; which will only
give them a Handle to cenfure our Uncha-
ritablénefs, and confute us: but with deep
Concern, that when fo few Perfons exprefs
any Zeal for the Gofpel, fo many of thofe,
who ‘do, run into Extremes, that hurt its
Interefts.  Nor will Ridicule become our
Charaéter, or ferve our Caufe better than
Inve@ive. It may pleafe thofe very highly,
who are in no Danger of being profelyted
by theni. But what thall we get by that?
Perfons negligent of Religion will at the fame
Time be confirmed in their Negligence ;
and think, that all they need to avoid is
being ‘righteous overmuch'. ‘Tender Minds
will be grieved and wounded by fuch ill-
placed Levity: and erafty Declaimers will
rail at us with Succefs, as Scoffers ™, denying
the Power of Godiinefs'. But if we let fall
any light Expreflions, that can be wrefted
into ‘a2 feeming Difrefpect of any Scripture

* Eccl vil.16. k2 Pet. iii. ‘3. 1 2 Tim. ii. 15.

Do&rine
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DoGrine .or. Phrafe, we fhall give our Ad-
verfaries unfpeakable Advantages: and they
have fhewn, that they will ufe them with-
out Mercy or Equity.  Therefore we muft
guard ‘every Word, that we utter, againft
Mifreprefentations : be fure' to. exprefs, in
public and private,: our firm Belief of what-
ever evangelical Truths border upon- their
Miftakes : and certainly be as vigilant over
our Behaviour, as our Teaching: encourage
no Violence, no Rudenefs towards ‘them ;
but recommend ourfelves. to them by our
Mildnefs, our Serioufnefs, our Diligence :
honour thofe, -who are truly devout .and
virtuous amongft them, much more on that
Account, .than we blame them for being
injudicions, and hard to pleafe; and be full
as ready to acknowledge the Goad they have
done, as to complain of the Harm: yet
beware, and counfel others to beware, of
being drawn, by Efteem of their Piety, into
relithing their Singularities, and patronizing
their Schifm. . _

Ading  thus, we .fhall not only cuz of
Occafion from thofe who defire Occafian™ to

22 Cor.xi. 32,

fpeak



Jecond Charge to bis CLERG Y. 283
{ipeak Evil of us, and be able to remon-
ftrate . with Authority and Effett: againft
their Exceffes and Wildneffes ; -but, which
is the chief Point, we fhall become better
Minifters of Chrift for their harth Treat-
ment of us. ~And we thould always labour,
that every Thing may have this Influence
upon us:- think with ourfelves, if others
go too far, whether we do not fall thort 5
afk our Confciences, whether we really do
all that is in our Power to reform and
improve our People; whether the fmall
Succefs of our Endeavours be, in Truth, as it
ought, a heavy Grief to us; whether we
have carefully fearched out, and try incef-
fantly to overcome the Difficulties that lie in
our ‘Way to making them better. Thefe
Things, if we are in earneft, we thall chiefly
have at Heart: and if we are not in earneft,
we are of all Men the moft guilty, and z5e
moft miferable ™,

In giving you my Advice thus largely and
freely on thefe feveral Heads, I no more
fuppofe you culpable in Relation to any of
them, than you do your Parithioners, when

. £

* 1 Cor, xv. 19.
yOB
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~ you exhort them tolany. particuler Daties,
or warn them againft particlarSins. <. On
the contrary, to ufe: the Apoftlc’s Words, 1
am: perfuaded of you, Brethren, that ye are full
of Gavdnefs, replenifbed “with all Knowledge,
able alfo to admaniflo one anotber. . Neverthe-
defs, if 1 mdy prefume to adopt, with due
Abatements, the fubfequent Words -alfo, J
bave fpoken fomewhat boldly unta you. inPart,
as putting you in Mind, -becaufe of the Grace
wbich is given you of Gody that I fhouid be the
Minifier of Jefus Chrift 2o you©, as you are
to your refpeCtive Congregations. . And let
usall pray for ourfelves and each other daily,
that we may o feed the Flock 6f God which
15 -among us, -and be Bnfamples to it, that
whein' the chief Sbepherd. fhall appear, e
nigy rective @ Grown of Glory, that fadetb not
away?’,

* Rom. xv. 14, 15, 36 " pgPet.v. z, 35 4o
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Hearers. Therefore we ought to watch di-
ligently over ourfelves in this Refpet : and
then it will be eafier to convince our People,
that they may and fhould learn a great deal
from the Exhortations, the Prayers, the
Praifes, the Portions of Scripture, of which
our Liturgy confifts; that therefore, even
when there is no other Service, they fhould
.come  to-Church ;for the:Sake of thefe far
mare conflantly, and attend :to them far
-more carefully, than the Generality of them
.do ; lindeed fhould have them in much higher
‘Efteem, than the mere Products of our pri-
vate Thoughts.

Bat I fhall confine myfelf to the Inftruc-
<tions, which you give of your own; {peak-
ing of them chiefly with a View of fug-
-gefting/fuch Advice to;the younger Part of
you, as I . hape, the elder will approve, and
enforce.

And here I muft begin with repeating,
what I need not enlarge upon, for I have
déne it already, that the Foundation of every
Thing in our Profeffion is true Piety within
our:Breafts, prompting us to excite it in
others. Even Heathens made it a Rule,

that



. third Charge to bis CLERG Y. 289
that an Orator, if he would perfuade, muft
be a good Man : much more muft a Preacher.
When a bad one’utters divine Truths, we
fhut our Ears, we feel Indignation. From
yourfelves therefore throughly, by devout
Meditations and . fervent Prayer, to Seri-
oufnefs of Heart, and Zeal for the eternal
Welfare of Souls: for then every Thing
elfe, that you are to do, will follow of
Courfe.

You will earneftly labour to complete
yourfelves in all proper Knowledge: not
merely the introdu&ory Kinds, which un-
happily are often almoft the only ones,
taught the Candidates for holy Orders; but
thofe chiefly, which have a clofer Conne&ion
with your Work. And though, amongft
thefe, the Science of Morals and natural
“Religion is highly to be valued, yet the
Doérines and Precepts of the Gofpel re-
quire your principal Regard beyond all Com-
parifon. It is of the Gofpel, that you are
Minilters: all other Learning will leave you
effentially unqualified; and this alone com-
prehends every Thing, that is necefiary.
Without it, you will never gpprove yourfelves

T 20
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to God, as Workmen that need not to be
afbamed ®, nor make your Hearers wife unto
Selvation . Therefore you muft diligently
perufe the holy Scriptures, and as much as
you can of them in the Original ; that, as
the Office of Ordination exprefles it, by daily
reading and weighing of them ye may wax riper
and fironger in your Minifiry. And you muft
‘not grudge the Expence, which may furely
be well fpared in fome other Things, of
procuring, according to your Abilities, the
Affiftance, both of fuch Commentaters, as
will beft thew you the true Senfe of holy
Wriit; and of fuch alfo, as will beft direét
you, how to draw from it needful Inftruc-
tions. General Syftems of Theology, and
particular Treatifes on Points of Moment,
will enlarge your Stock of Matter: and the
moft noted Sermons will be Patterns to you
of Compofition.

For I fuppofe the Difcourfes, even of
thofe who have the loweft Qualifications, to
be, in a‘grcat Meafure at leaft, of their own
Compofition. Elfe they will feldom either
fufficiently fuit the Congregation to which

¥z Tim. ii. 13. ¢ z Tim. iii. 15,

they
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they are delivered, or be delivered in the
Manner which they ought. Befides, if
Perfons decline taking ' this Trouble, they
will probably alfo decline that of fitting
themfelves in other Ways for parochial Ufe-
fulnefs, and throw away their Time unwifely,
if not worfe. That will foon be obferved to
their Difadvantage; and if once it be fuf-
pe@ed, that through Incapacity or Idlenefs
they fteal what they preach, they will have
fmall Influence, if any. I do not mean, that
no Ufe ought to be made of the Labours of
others: for indeed I have made no little Ule
of them in what I am faying, and about to
fay. I would have young Clergymen, efpe-
cially, make very great Ufe of the Works of
ableDivines : notinconfiderately and fervilely
tranfcribe them ; but ftudy, digeft, contra&,
amplify,- vary, adapt to their Purpole, im-
prove, if pofiible, what they find in them.
For thus it will fairly become theic_own;
mix npaturally with what proceeds altoge-
ther from themfelves; and preferve their
youthful Productions from the Imputation of
being empty and jejune. In the Choice of
fuch Authors you will confult religious and

T 2 ‘,judh
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judicious Friends, always joining your own
Experience. Thofe Writers, whom you find
the moft effetual to enlighten your Under-
ﬁandlnoq, convince you of your Faults, ani-
mate you to good Refolutiops, and guide and
fupport you in the Execution of them, will
bett help you to produce the fame Effe& on
others. Thefe therefore imitate: ‘but with
Judgement. If, amid@ their Excellencies,
you obferve Miftakes, Defects, Redundancies,
Flights indifcreetly high, defpicably familiar
Condefcenfions, Sallies over-vehement; be-
ware of adopting any of them. And re-
member too that a very clofe Imitation, of
Singularities above all, will both betray you,
and be'difguftful. )
When you go about to’ prepare an In-
firu@ion for your Peoplc, firft confider
carefully: of a proper Subje&t and Text:
begging God to dire¢t your Choice, and
difpofe you to treat them in a proper Way.
Chufing a Text, without Need, that will
furprife, or feemingly a barren one, to thew :
what your Art can extrat from it, will
appeac ingenious .perhaps to fome, but
Vanity to moft with.good Reafon. Chufing

! one,
b
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one, that requires much accommodating to
your Pdrpofe, is but mifpending Pains and
Time : and {o is labouring to clear upa very
obfcure one, unlefs it be of great Import-
ance. And giving a new Tranflation or .
Senfe of a Text, unlefs the prefent hath
confiderableInconveniencies, will only puzzle
your Audience, and tempt them to doubt,
whether they underftand the reft of their
Bible. Such a Text is moft convenient, as
will branch out of itfelf into the main
Patts of your Difcourfe: but at leaft you
fhotlld miake it appear to be the Ground-
work “of your Difcourfe, and not an After-
thought.

Plan your Method in the Beginning of
.your Compofition: but change it afterwards,
if you fee Caufe.” Never run the Matter
of one Head into another, nor digrefs to any
Thing foreign: for every Subje& well con-
fidered, will afford you enough, It is ufually
beft to propofc your general Heads together,
before you proceed upon them feparatJy,
and to give Notice when you come to each,
Subdivifions alfo affit the Memory of thc
Hcarcr, if they are not too many: and

T3 pafling
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paffing from a former Head to the next by
an eafy Tranfition, is graceful. But a Dif-
pofition may be very orderly, without men-
gioning in Form the feveral Members, of
which it confifts: and fometimes that For~
mality prevents a Difcourfe from flowing
with Freedom and Spirit. After the expla-
natory Part, Proofs from Reafon and Scrip-
ture take the next Place; then Inferences,
if any ufeful ones follow peculiarly from
what hath preceded : and laftly Exhortations
to fuitable Pra&ice, which can hardly ever
be omitted, and ought to be fuch as may
leave 2 durable Impreflion. The Lepgth of
Sermons, though it fhould always be mo-
derate, may be very different at different
Times. Only give no Room te think, that
in a fhort one you have faid but little; or
in a long opc'have; either faid any Thing
which was not pertinent, or dwelt upon any
Thing beyond what was needful. '
An indifpenfable Point throughout is to
preferve Attention : for if that be not paid,
dll your Labour is loft. And Perfons are
ﬁngiﬂ_arly apt tq be inattentive to Preachers.
Qur Subjeds are, and ought to be, the moft
: . ~ common
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common and trite of any. And hence, un-
lefs we ufe a little honeft Art to prevent it;
our People will think, will many of them
find indeed, that they know beforehand
moft of what we fthall deliver to them, and.
fo will foon grow weary of minding us.
Coming to Church, the Bulk of Mankind,
even fhill, confider as a Duty: but hearing
as they ought, they partly negle&, and partly
experience to be difficult. Therefore we
muft not only admonith, but affift them.
For this End we muft thew them from firt
to laft, that we are not merely faying good.
Things in their Prefence, but dire&ing what
we fay to them perfonally, as a Matter which
concerns them beyond Expreffion. More
general Difcourfes they often want Skill to
take Home to themfelves; and oftener yet
Inclination : fo they fit all the while ftupidly
regardlefs of what is delivered. Therefore
we muft intereft them in it, by calling upon
them to obferve, by atking them Queftions to
anfwer Glently in their own Minds, by every
prudent Incitement to follow us clofely. But
then we muft make them underftand, that in
preaching againt Sin weanever preach againft

; T 4 fuch
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fuch or fuch a Sinner; but mean to amend
and improve all, who want it : withing every
one to.apply as much as poffible of what he
Kears to his own Benefit, but nothing tothe
Reproach of his Neighhour.

Still you will prefs-them in vain to pay
Attention, unlefs you win them to it by
what you have:to fay. And one principal
Contrivance for that Purpofe is to make your
Sermons extremely clear. Terms and Phrafes
may be familiar to.you, which are quite un~
intelligible to them: and I fear this happens
shuch -oftener ‘than we fufpe@. Therefore
guard againft it. | Your Expreffions may be
very common, ‘without being low : yet em-
ploy the loweft, provided they are not ridi-
culoits, rather than not be underftood. Let:
your :Sentences, and the Parts of them, be’
thort, where you can. “And place your
‘Words {o, efpecially in the longer, that your
Meaning may be evident.all the Way. For
if they take it not immediately, they have no
Tim¢ to confider of it, as they might in read-
ing a Book: and if they are perplexed in
the Beginning of a Period, they will never
attempt going on with you to the End: but

- : give
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give up the Whole, as out of their Reach.
Avoid Rutfticity and Grofinefs in your Stile :
yet be not too fond of fincoth and foft and
flowing Language ; but ftudy to be nervous
and expreflive; and bear the Cenfure of be-
ing unpolithed, rather than unfluencing.
Never multiply Arguments beyond Neceffi-
ty; for they will only tize: abftain from
weakomies’; for they will diferedit the ftrong.
Employ no Arguments to prove Things,
which need not be proved: for you' will
only make thém doubtful. Employ no long
or fubtle Arguments to prove any Thing:
but reft your Affertions on the Diates of
plain good Senfe. Never exprefs yourfelves
on any Point, as baving Dominion ever the
Faith* of your Hearers ; but lay before them
the beft Evidence, of which they are capa-
ble. In Matters too high for them, let
them know, in a modeft Manner, that you
fpeak the Sentiments of the more learned,
in which Providence hath' by their Station
dire@ed them to acquiefce: in others, rea-
fon more at large, in the Spirit of St. Paul,

¢ 2 Cor. i 244

when
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when he told the Corinthians, I fpeak as to
wife Men : judge ye what I fay .

You might perhaps give more Entertain-
ment, and procure more Applaufe, by difre-
garding fome of thefe Diretions. But your
Bufinefs is, not to pleafe or be admired, but
todo Good: tomake Men think, not of your
Abilities, Attainments, or Eloquence, but
of the State of their own Souls; and to fix
them in. the Belief and Pracice of what will
render. them happy now and to Eternity.
For this Purpofe (obferve further) it will by
no Means fuffice to teach them outward
Regularity and Decency; and let them fancy
they have Religion enough, when they come
to Church’ pretty conftantly, and live as well
as their Neighbours: though, in fome Re-
fpe&é,_ ill, and, f{carce in any, well, from a
Principle of Confcience. Or be they from
a Senfe of Duty ever fo honeft, and fober,
and chafte, and beneficent; another indif-
penfable Part of Morals is the Difcipline of
the inward Man. An affe&tionate Piety is
full as neceflary, as Morals can be: and
Gofpel Piety no lefs than natural.

¢ 3 Cor. %, 15.

Here



third Charge to bis CLERGY. 299

Here then lay your Foundation: and fect
before your People the lamentable Condi-
tion of fallen Man, the numerous atual
Sins, by which they have made it worfe, the
Redemption wrought out for them by Jefus
Chrift, the Nature and Importance of true
Faith in him, their abfolute Need of the
Grace of the Divine Spirit in order to obey
his Precepts. This will be addrefling your=
felves to them as Chriftian Minifters ought
to Chriftian Hearers. The holy Scriptures
will furnith you with Matter for it abun-
dantly. Shortand plain Reafonings, founded
on their Authority, will dart Conviction into
every Mind: whereas if your Do&rine and
your Speech be not that of their Bibles;_ if
you contradi®, or explain away, or pafs
over in Silence, any Thing taught there,
they who are beft contented with you, will
learn little from you; and others will be
offended, and- quit you when they can. We
bave in Fa& loft many of our People to
Setaries by not preaching in a Manner fuf-,
ficiently evangelical : and fhall neither re-
cover them from the Extravagancies, into
which they have run, nor keep more from

going
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going over to them, but by returning to the
tightWay : declaring all the Counfél of God';
and that ptincipally, z0? in the Werds, which
Man’s Wifdom teacheth, but which the Ho{y
Ghoft teacheth®.

Yet the obfcurer of feriptural Paﬂ‘agcs we
fhall do well toomit: or, if there be Need,
illuftrate thcm, as far as we can, bncﬂy not
to aim at minute Explanatxons of Myfteries ;
but urge the Belicf of theni from decifive
Paffages of God’s Word, quoted dccording to
its real Tmport, and leave them s that hath
Yeft them. For by attemptmg to throw in
fnore Light, “than our ‘prefetit State admits,
you will only dizzle and blind ‘thofe, wha
Jow Before ds through a Glafs dabkly®.

You are Debtors indeed Bozh fo the wife and
to the unwife *. "But remember, the ignorant
are by far. the ‘greateft Number : and unne-
ceflary Knowl’edge, if 'you could communi-
caté it to them, is-of fmall Ufe. But you
will never be able to enlarge on abftrufe and
difficalf Points “to’ the Edification of the
Gernerality - whereas' you may dwell on the

f Aéts xx. 2‘7. .3 Cor. ji. 13- L8 Cor.‘xiii. 12.
f Rom.i. 1%,

plaineft
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plaineft to the Satisfattion and Improvement
of the moft learned. It is true, declining to
fhew Reading or Acutenefs may be to fome a
painful Self-depial : but able Judges will
cafily perceive, both that you could fhew
them, and why you do not. Therefore
enter but litde, if at all, into Matters about
which your Hearers are not likely to err,
at leaft dangeroufly. Yet fuffer not either
the Evidence or the Fundamentals of Chrif-
tianity, or the Honour of the Proteftant
Religion, or of the eftablithed Church, to
want a due Support, when you are any Way
called to the Defence of them. At fuch
Times, demonftrate your Zeal; but be fure
to doit with a ChriftanTemper; in Meckne/s
infirulling thofe that oppofe themfelves®: at
others, avoid 2 controverfial Manner, and
confine yourfelves to brief Inflrudtions on
thefe Heads.

It may pofiibly foretimes be neceflary in
our Sermons to vindicate our Rights, and
magnify our Qffice’. But this muft be done
very fparingly and cautioufly ;- fo as to cat
off all Pretence, that we zake 1be Overfight

v 2 Tim, . 255 ’ Rem, xi. 13.

z of
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of God’s Flock, either for filthy Lucre, or from
‘a Defire of being Lords over his Heritage™.
We muft never fet up an undue, never a fuf-
picious Claim: but confefs, that the Tres-
Sfure of the Gofpel is committed to us en-
tirely for the Sake of others, not our own;
and that we bave it in earthen Veffels”; are
liable to continual Imperfections and Frail-
ties.  Such Humility is no lefs our Wifdom,
than our Duty. For that Clergyman will
always acquire ‘the greateft Refpe@, who
{hews the moft Care to deferve it, and the
leaft Eagernefs to demand it. .

Every Part of your Difcourfes muft pre-
ferve the Gravity and the Earneftnefs, which
is infeparable from Subjets of ‘a religious
Nature, If you can fpeak of thefe lightly
and negligently, your Auditors will fufpect
you have little Concern about them: they
of Courfe will have lefs in hearing you: their
Thoughts will wander to the Ends of the
Earth, or their Attention to every Thing be
buried in Sleep. But though languid in no
Part, you will however be comparatlvely
cool in Expoﬁnons of Scripture, in doCri-

m31 Pet. va 2, 30 8.2 Cor. iv. 7.
nal,



third Charge to bis CLeRG Y. 303
nal, in cafuiftical Points, referving your chief
Warmth for the great Articles of Chriftian
Pra&ice. There your very utmoft Endea-
vours will be needful to produce in your Peo-
ple a due Senfe of Guilt and Unworthinefs,
fervent Defires of Pardon, Love to him who
hath loved them, Refignation to God’s Plea-
fure, firm Purpofes of obeying his Laws;
to caution them effeCtually againft Profane-
nefs, Lukewarmnefs, Formality, Refentment,
Hard-heartednefs, unjuft Loveof Gain, Fond-
nefs ‘of unlawful Indulgences; to infpire
them with Good-will towards all Men, with
proportionably kind Regards to thofe who
ftand in nearer Relations to them, Diligence
to be ufeful in their feveral Stations, reafon-
able Indifference towards the Things of this
Life, pious Longings for a better. Their
Degree of Knowledge, Rank 2nd Circum-
ftances of Life, “their prevailing Notions and
Cuftoms, will afford you much further Em-
ployment to mzke your Sermons local, if
I may fo exprefs it; calculated to promote

-the Virtues which they are chiefly called to
exercife, and guard againft the Sins, of which
they are chicfly in Danger. For what per-

fedly
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fe@ly fuits one Congregation may be ex=
tremely foreign from the Exigencies of ano-
ther. And further ftill you muft not only
urge them to do their Duty, but to ufe the
Means of doing it; which muft be pointed
out to them : avoiding Temptations, keeping
clear of bad Company, contracting Friend-
fhips with ferious and prudent Perfons, em-
ploying themfelves in proper Bufinefs, read-
ing good Books, forming pious, yet prudent,
Refolutions, and begging, in private Prayer,
Grace to belp in Time of Need: not fri@ly
confining their Devotions to any Forms,
though Forms are very ufeful, but varying
them according to their fpiritual Condition.
Thefe are the Things, on which you muft
infit with your whole Force: zof as pleaf-
ing Men, but God, which trieth our Hearts ».
Yet, while you take without Referve all
requifite Freedom, you muft alfo take Care
not to provoke, inftead of reforming them;
but fhew, that you fincerely with well to
them; and think as well of them as you
can: you muft praife them when you have
Opportunity ; give them Cautions oftener

* Heb, v, 16. P 1Thefflii, 4.
than
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than Reproofs, and . never. reprove ,harlhly;
but exprefs a fatherly Concern, rather than
Anger at their Faults. Reprefent no Fault
as worfe than it is :. and carry no. Injunéion
to an extravagant Height. If you do, they
will either think you unreafonable, or them-
felves incapable of becoming good; or will
run into fome Abfurdity by attempting it.
And for their Encouragement, along with
the Duties, lay before them, in a ftrong
Light, the Comforts alfo, prefent and future,
of Religion.

It is but too poffible, that fometimes you
mutft excite your People to Virtues, in which
you are, more or lefs, deficient yourfelves.
For it would be heinous Unfaithfulnefs to
omit or explain away neceffary Precepts be-
caufe you are imperfe in the Pradtice of
them. And lamentable is our Cafe, if there
be any Chriftian Obligation, on which we
dare not for Shame fpeak freely: yet flill
worfe, if we harden our Confciences, till we
venture boldly to enjoin what we habitually
tranfgrefs. For in that Cafe, not only our
Credit will be utterly ioft, but our Amend-
ment almoft abfolutely hopele(s. Therefore

U corre&
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corre& your own Hearts and Livés in the
firft Place by the Difcourfes which you com=
pofe: become in all Points good Men; and
then you may fearlefsly fpeak on all Points
like fuch. %

Yet even good Men muft obferve a Dif-
ference. Thofe of lefs Knowledge muft ex-
prefs themfelves with lefs Pofitivenefs, thofe
of lefs Gravity and Difcretion with lefs Au-
thority and Strictnefs, than their Betters.
And every one fhould confider, what his Age
and Standing, Reputation for Learning, Pru-
dence and Piety, will fupport him in faying;
that he may not take more upon him, than
will be allowed him. Yet all muft affidu-
oufly take Pains to acquire, and preferve,
fuch Efteem, that they may fay with Pro-
pricty whatever their Funétion requires. For
how unhappy would it be to difqualify
yourfelves from Ufefulnefs by Levity or In-
difcretion !

But even the beft qua]xﬁed to exhort muft
keep within due Bounds ; ¢onvince the Judg-
ment before they attempt to warm the Paf-
ﬂbns, rife gradually into what deferves the
1\ me of Vehemence; and be fure neither

to
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to rife any higher, nor continue in that Strain
any longer, than they are likely to carry
their Auditors along with them. For if they
are cold, while the Preacher is pathetic, the
Impreflion made upon them will be very
different from what he wifhes. And our
Nation is more difpofed, than moft others,
to approve a temperate Manuer of fpeaking.
Every Thing, which can be cailed Oratory,
is apt to be deemed AffeGtation: and if it
goes a great Length, raifes Contempt and
Ridicule. But were the moft ferious
Emotions to be raifed by mere mecha-
nical - Vehemence, they would be unfairly
raifed: and what is beyond Nature will
ufually foon fubfide; perhaps with Scorn,
upon Refle@ion, of what was admired when
heard. Or fuppofing fuch Admiration to
continue, bad Effe@s may as pofiibly follow
as good : whereas Warmth of Affeltion, ex-
cited to a proper Degree by the rational En-
forcement of folid Arguments, promifes to
be durable, and will never do Harm. The
Faculty of moving Hearers thus, is 2 moft
valuable Blefing. And fuch as have but
little of it, may confiderably improve it, by
1 U 2 labouring
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labouring to affect themfelves deeply with
what they would ‘fay; and thinking, 'what
Methods of faying it will be moft perfuafive.
But they muft not attempt to force an un-
willing Genius too far._ If they do, what
it produces will be fo ungraceful and unfuc-
cefsful, that they had much better content
themfelves to do as well as they can in their
own Way. ‘

Your Delivery muit in' the firft Place be
fuch, that you can be heard ; elfe you preach
in vain : befides that {peaking too low argues
Indolence and Indifference ; whereas an
audible Exertion is a Mark of Earneftnefs:
and the common People are peculiarly
pleafed, when their Minifter appears to take
Pains about them. But then you muft nei-
ther be precipitately quick, (for if your
Words be underflood, your Meaning will
not) nor tedioufly flow; nor fink any one
Part of your Sentence under its bproper Level,
éfpecially the concluding Part.  Diftinénefs
will do much to fupply Want of Strength in
{peaking : which however it is very material
that you fhould try to remedy gradually, as
many have done, by a prudent Exercife of
your

.
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your Voice. Yet ftraining beyond your due
Pizch will give your Hezrers Pain, make
you in fome Degrec iparticulate, and pro-
duce a finging Sort of Cadence and Toac.
This laft indecd hath been fometimes known
to pleafe weak Perfons : but it cannot poffi-
bly make them either wifer or better: and i
offends the judicicus exwremecly. Many leam
in their Childhcod = provincial Diale&,
which they cznoot lay afide eafly; and yer
fhould endezvour it, efpeciaily if they fettle
in a different Part of the Nation. Some
acquire uncouth Acceats one knows not
how: fome bring them from the School or
the College: and now and then ope feems
to hear 2 theatrical Pronundation ; which
hath been condemned even by Hezsthen
Writers vpon Oratery ; 2nd is the very wordl,
that a Chnttian Orator can adopt. It re-
minds his Hearers, greatly to his Difcredis,
where he meft probably have learntit: he
will 2lfo appear by Means of it to be only
alting 2 Part, and be regarded accordingly.
Indeed all remarkable Imitation, in Delivery
as well as Compolition, though of 2 Perfon
in your own Profeffion, and one juitly 2d-

U3y mired,
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mired, will be difliked. * You will never
attain to any advantageous Refemblance of
his Manner : but, by a miftaken or overdone
Mimicry, turn what may perhaps be graceful
in the Original, into Oddnefs. Or could
you avoid that, you would leflen your Weight
and Influence : which muft arife from fpeak-
ing ‘in yoUr‘ own Chara&er, not perfonating
another. Every Man’s Voice and Utterance,
“as'well as his Face, belongs to himfelf alone ;
and it is vain to think “either of looking or
talking like fuch or fuch a one. Therefore
“preferve what is native'to you: free it from
adventitious Faults: improve it, if you can:
but remember, that you may deprave it by
‘the Endeavour; and certainly will, if you
“change it effentially, ~Speak to your People,
as you would in Converfation, when you
undertake tp inform or perfuade a Friend,
in a Concern of great Moment ; only with
‘more  Deliberatenefs, more Strength and
Energy, in Proportion to the Numbers : and
vary both your Stile and your Elocution, as
in Converfation you always do, fuitably fo
your Matter. For Monotony both ablo-
lutely ‘Pfcvcnts Emotion, and f{oon deadens
Attention.
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Attention. It is worft indeed, when uni-
formly unnatural, by degenerating into a
kind of Chant. But merely to be uniformly
inexprefiive, be it through Heavinefs, or
Effeminacy, or infignificant Lightnefs, is
either very blameable, or, if it cannot be
helped, very unhappy. And perhaps, alittle
even of injudicious Variety is better than
a wearifome Samenefs.

In public fpeaking, Perfons commonly
fall into Errors, and fometimes great ones,
without perceiving it, though they can ob-
ferve fmall ones in others. Therefore you
will a&t prudently in defiring fome Well-
wither, cn whofe Judgment and Franknefs
you can depend, to advertife you of any
Thing wrong in the Condué& of your Voice,
or in your A&ion; and you will thew your
Gratitude and good Senfe by -ftudying to
amend it.

We of this Natien are not given to ufe or
to admire much A&ien, either in ordinary
Difcourfe, or even in popular Harangues.
And, were it for this Reaion only, a Preacher
thould be moderate in it. But befides, in
the Nature of the Thing, you had far better

U4 have
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have none, than what is unbecoming, or
unmeaning, or unfuitable to what you are
faying, or repeated at certain Diftances, what-
ever you are faying. Yet fomewhat of Gef~
ture, appearing to be artlefs, and regulated
by Propriety, may bevery ufeful, efpeciaily in
the warmer Parts, of Exhortation, Reproof,
or even Argument. For to be altogether
motionlefs, when the Subje@ is animating,
and our Language perhaps vehement, feems
an Inconfiftency ; and. may raife a Doubt,
whether we are in earneft. But ftill Defe&
in Aéion is better than Excefs. And a great
deal cannot well be ufed by thofe who read
their Sermons.

This 'is' one Obje&tion againft reading
them : and there are {éveral befides. Perfons,
who are thort-fighted, have peculiar Reafons
to avoid'it.! Indeed almoft all Perfons are
accuftomed from their early Years to read in
a different Tone, from that in which they
read at other Times: and we feldom corre&
it throughly. Or if we did, what we fay in
fuch Manner as to make it feem the prefent
Diéate of our own Heatts, will much better
make its Way into the Hearts of others,

than
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than if our Eyes are fixed all the while on 2
Paper, from which we vifibly recite the
Whole. It will ordinarily be uttered too
with more difengaged Freedom and livelier
Spirit. The Preacher alfo will be abler to en-
force his Words by fignificant Looks: to per-
ceive from the Countenances of his Hearers,
what they comprehend, and by what they are
moved : and may accordingly enlarge on that
Head, or proceed to another, as he finds
Caufe. He may likewife oppofe with Succefs
irregular itinerant Declaimers, who affe&
and gain Popularity by this Mecthod : and as
their credulous Followers are apt to think it
a fupernatural Gift, he may undeceive them,
by imitating in this Cafe the Pra&ice of St.
Paul in another, which he defcribes thus:
acbat I do, that Iwill do; tbat wherein they
glory, they may be found even as we . But
then there muft be a long.and diligent Pre~
paration to do this well:' fome will fcarce
ever attain fufficient Prefence of Mind, and
Readinefs of Exprefiion : others will acquit
themfelves handfomely in a good Flow of
Spirits, but meanly when thefe fail -them:

$ 3 Cor. xi. 12.

and
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and- though little Inaccuracies will be ob=
ferved by few, yet Hefitations will by all,
and every other confiderable Fault by fenfible
Hearers, to the Preacher’s great Difgrace.
Or if fuch do get the Faculty of being always
able to fay fomething plaufible, it will tempt
them fo neglect the Improvement of their
‘Underftandings ‘and their Difcourfes; and to
be content with digrefling, whenever they are
atva Lofs, from their Text and their Subje&,
to any Point, onwhich they can be copious:
to utter off Hand 'fuch Crudities, as they
could: ot bear to write down ; and think the
‘meaneft of extempore Effufions good enough
for the Populace. Now on the contrary, pre-
vioufly ftudying and writing Sermons tends
. to fill them with well digefted and well a-
“dapted Matter, difpofed in right Order:
efpecially, if you will carefully revife them
-every Time you preach them; fupply Defi-
‘ciencies, blot out Repetitions, correct Impro-
prieties, guard againft Mifapprehenfions, en-
Tighten what is obfcure, familiarize what is
too high, tranfpofe what is wrongly placed,
firengthen the weak Parts, animate the

languid ones. Your Compofition needs not
be
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be at all the ftiffer, but may be the freer,
for the Pains thus employed upon it. You
may frame it purpofely to be fpokenas if you
were not reading it: and by looking it over
a few Times when you are about to ofe it,
you may deliver it almoft without being
obferved to read it. The more you acquire
of this Art, the more you will be liked, and
the ftronger Imprefiion you will make.
But after all, every Man, as the Apoftle faith
on a different Occafion, batb bis proper Gift of
God; one after this Manner,* anotber after
thar *: let each caltivate his own; and no
one cenfure or defpife his Brother, There is
a middle Way, ufed by our Predeceflors, of
fetting down, in fhort Notes, the Method
and principal Heads, and enlarging on them
in fuch Words as prefent themfelves at the
Time. Perhaps, duly managed, this would
be the beft.  ‘That which is, or lately was,
common amongft foreign Divines, of writing
Sermons firft, then getting and repeating
them by Heart, not only is unreafonably
Jaborious, but {ubje&s Perfons to the Hazard
of ftopping difagreeably, and even breaking

i ; ¥ 3 Cor vii. 7.

off
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off abruptly, for want of Memory. Orif
- they efcape that Danger, there ftill remains
another, of faying their Leffon with un-
-graceful Marks of Fear and Caution.
. Inflead of taking a Text, which compre-
hends within itfelf the whole Subjec, of
-which you would treat, it may often be ufeful
to chufe one, which hath a Reference to
Things: preceding -and following it, and to
expound all the Context. - This will afford
“you-a Variety of Matter, and give you Op-
-portunitics. for. fhort unexpected Remarks ;
with..which Perfons are frequently more
firuck; than with an entire Difcourfe ; for of
the Jatter they forefee the Drift all the Way,
sand therefore fet themiclves to fence againft it.
‘Thus alfo you may illuftrate the Beauties,
<at;the fame Time that you thew the practical
“Ulfes, of large Portions of Scripture at once:
for Inftance, of a Parable, a Converfation, a
Miracle of our blefled Lord ; or a Narration
-concerning this -or that other memorable
Perfon, whether deferving of Praife or Blame.
For Scripture Hiftories and Examples are
eafily -remembered, and have great Weight.
In Proportion as we overlook them, we fhall
appear
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appear lefs to be Minifters of God's Word:
and our People will have lefs Veneration for
us, or for it, or for both. You may alfo in
this Method, as you go along, obviate Ob-
je&tions to Paffages of God’s Word without
ftating them in Form, at which otherwife
many may ftumble, if they read with Atten-
tion: and if they do not attend, they will
read with no Profit.  Several Things in holy
Writ feem to be ftrange; hardly confiftent one
with another, or with our natural Notions.
Of thefe Difficulties, which muft always
perplex Perioas, and may oftea deliver them
over a Prey to Infidels, you may occafionally
remove cne and another; meddling with
ncne, but fuch as you'can overcome : and
from your Succefs in thefe, you may obferve
to your Auditors the Probability, that others
.are capable of Soluticns alfo. Perhaps they
will forget your Solution: but they will re-
member that they heard cre, and may have
_it repeated to them, if they pleafe. By thefe
Means you will teach your People, whatis
gricvoufly wanting in the prefent Age, to
value their Bibleés more, and underftand them
better: and to read them both with Pleafure
and
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and Profit, drawing from them ufeful In-
ferences and Obfervations, as they have heard
you do. Formerly Courfes of LeCtures on
whole Books of Scripture were cuftomary in
Churches; and they were doubtlefs extremely
beneficial. It would not be eafy, if pofiible,
to revive thefe now : but the Praétice, which
T have been propofing to you, is fomc Ap-
proach towards them.

I would alfo advife you to inftru& your
Parifhioners, amongft other Things, from
fome proper Text or Texts, in the daily and
occafional Services of the Church: not with
a View to extol either immoderately, much
lefs to provoke Wrath againft thofe who dif-
fent from us; but mildly to anfwer unjuft
Imputations upon our Liturgy, and chiefly
to fhew the Meaning, the Reafons, the Ufes
of each Part; that your Congregations may,
as the Apoftle exprefies it, pray with the Un-
derflanding *. In all Compofitions, there will
be fome Things, which to fome Perfons want
explaining : and, were the Whole ever fo
clear, Men are ftrangely apt both to hearand
to fpeak Words, that are become familiar to

1 Cor. xiv. 15. b
them,
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them, with fcarce any Attention to their
Senfe. And fo by Degrees a bodily Atten-
dance and Worthip becomes all that they
pay: and they retarn Home almoft as little
edified, as they would by Devotions in a
Tongue unknown. Convincing them of this
Fault, and afliting them to amend it, muft
greatly contribute to the Promotion of true
Piety amongft them. Nor will it be a finall
Benefit, if, in the Courfe of your liturgical
Inftru&ions, you can perfuade the Bulk of
your Congregations to join in the decent Ufe
of Pfalmody, as their Forefathers did; in-
ftead of the prefent thameful Negle& of it, by
almoft all, and the conceited Abufe of it by
a few.

But a fervent Defire of being ufeful will
teach you more than any particular Dire&ions
can, upon every Head. Without this Defire,
you will either be negligent ; or if you would
feem zealous, you will be deteted for Want
of Uniformity and Perfeverance. Therefore
make fure firft that all be right within, and
out of the good Treafure of the Heart you will
bring forth good Things', naturally and pru-

* Matth, xii. 35. dent]
ently,
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dently, and, through the Grace of the Holy
Spirit, effe¢tually. It is not eafy indeed even
to inftruct the willing; much lefs to con-
vice the unwilling, and reform the wicked.,
But ftill thefe are the Purpofes, for which
we. are God’s Embaffadors: and we muft try
with indefatigable Perfeverance every Way to
execute our Commiffion. We muft ftudy
human Nature in our own Breafts, and thofe
of others: we muft acquaint ourfelves, by
all innocent Means, with the Opinions and
Pradtices of the World, efpecially of our
Hearers, that we may lay their Hearts and
Lives open to their View, and make them
feel what we fay. 'We muft confider all the
while we compofe, and reconfider as we
preach and afterwards: ¢ Is this adapted
<« fufficiently to-the Capacities, the State of
"¢ Mind, the Circumftances of the poor
<¢ People who are to hear it: will this Part
¢, be clear, that home enough, a third well
«¢_guarded againft Miftakes: will they go
« back as much better difpofed than they
“¢¢ came, as it is in our Power to make them ?”
Perhaps one or more Ways of reprefenting a
neceffary Doctine or Duty have failed. We
: muft
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muft think, whether 2 mére likely may not
be found, or a lefs lchlvm Appcarance prove
more foccefsful.

If you have preached a confiderable Time
in a Place, and done little or no Good ; there
mauft, in 21l Probability, be fome Fault, not
only in your Hearers, but in you or your
Sermons. * For the Word of God, when duly
difpenfed, is to this Day, as it was originally,
powerful,and [barper than a two-edged Sword",
Inquire then, where the Fault may be.
Never defpair, nor be immoderately grieved,
if your Succefs be fmall: but be not in-
different about it : do not content yourfelves
with the indolent Plea, that you have done
your Duty, and are not anfwerable for the
Event. You may have done it as far as the
Law requires: yet by no Means have dif-
charged your Confciences. You may have
done it confcientioufly, yet not with the
Diligence or the Addrefs that you ought.
And as we are feldom ezfy In other Cafes,
when we fail of cur End; if we are foin
this, it doth not look well. At leaft confult

= Hab. . 12.
—=ior 3 your.
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your Hearts upan the Point. And if you
have been deficient, beg of God Pardon,
Grace and Direétion : endeavour to do more
for your People: confult your Brethren
about the Means. Converfation of this Na-
ture will much better become Clergymen
when they meet, than any which is not
relative to their Profeffion, or only rela-
tive to the Profits of it. But efpecially
afk the Advice of the moft able and fe-

rious. Y
I am very fenfible, that in all the Particu-
lars before-mentioned I have been far from
obferving fufficiently myfelf the Rules which
I have now recommended to you: but hope
1 thall make fome Amends, though late, to
the Church of Chrift, by exhorting and di-
re€ing others. It was my Purpofe, after
fpeaking of ftated Inftru&tions, to have pro-
ceeded to occafional ones: a very important
and fadly negle&ed Part of the paftoral Care.
But my Strength will not fuffice: and I
have detained you already too long. If God
fpare me to another like Occafion, that
fhall be my Subje&. If not, as is moft
pro-
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probable, I fhall endeavour to leave behind
me fome Admonitions to you concern-
ingit™. At prefent I can only intreat you
to confider very ferioufly, what. Numbers
there are in moft Parithes, and therefore
perhaps in yours, whom you caanot think
to be in a State of Salvation; and how
greatly it imports you to ufe with them, as
you folemnly promifed at your Ordination,
not only public but private Monitions, as Need
JEall require, and Occafion fhall be given. The
eternal Welfare of many poor Creatures
may depend on this: and your own is deeply
concerned in it, as God himfelf hath de-
clared : who will certainly expe& that what
he requires you to do, be done to the very
utmoft of ‘your Ability. Son of Man, I
bave made thee a Watchman unto the Houfe of
Ifrael : therefore bear the Word at my Mouzb,
and give them Warning from me. If thou
doff not fpeck to warn the wicked from kis
wicked Way, be fball die in bis Iniguity, but
bis Blood will I require ot thine Hand.

~ Nothing of this Kind has been fosed among his Grace’s
Papers.
X 2 But
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But if thou warn the wicked, and be turn
not from bis Wickednefs, be fhall die in
bis Iniquity, het thou bq/i delivered thy
Soul*. "

*Bazek. iii. 17, 18, 19: xxxiil. 7, 8, 9.
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Gentlemen,

R OU have now made the Subfcription,
by Law required. And as, in fo do-
ing, you have acknowledged the Liturgy and
Articles of the Church of England to be
agreeable to the Word of God; I hope you
will think yourfelves bound, as you are, to
be careful, that the Inftru®ions which you
give, and the Doé&rines which you maintain,
in public and in private, be agreeable to that
Liturgy and thofe Articles: that you neither
contradi&, nor omit to inculcate and defend,
on proper Occafions, the Truths, which they
contain. -

In the next Place I exhort you to fpend a
due Share of the Remainder of this Day in
what,” I truft, hath employed not a little of
your Time already; weighing diligently the

X 4 Nature
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Nature and Importance of the Undertaking,
in which you are about to engage; forming
fuitable Refolutions; and earneftly begging
that Grace of God, which alone can make
you able- Minsfiers of the New Tefiament *.

Nothing is better fitted to affift you in
this good Work, than the Office of Ordina-
tion, of Deacons or Priefts, as you are re-
fpe&ively -concerned.  You muft certainly
have read it over, before you offered your-
felves, = Since that, you have been directed
to read it again. ' But I defire you to perufe
it once'more this Afternoon with your beft
Attention, = that you’ may join in it to-
"morrow with a greater Degree of rational
Serioufnefs ; and particularly, that you may
anfwer, on more deliberate Confideration,
the: Queftions, which will then be put to
yousi Forthere .can hardly be a Cafe, in
which either Infincerity, or even Thought-~
leflnefs, would carry in-it heavier Guilt.

And that you may be in no Perplexity
coheerning ithe -M¢aning or Fitnels of any
Part of the Officé, it.may be ufeful to go
thrdugh {ome Parts of. it along with you

s Cor:dii, 6.0 v
before~
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beforehand, proceeding as they lie in the
Book.

The firft Thing, which Candidates, both
for Deacons and Priefts Orders, after they
are prefented, are required to do, as diftin&t
from the reft of the Congregation, is to
take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy.
For, as you are to be Minifters of the
Church eftablithed by Law in this Nation,
it is evidently reafonable, that the civil Go-
vernment, eftablithed by Law, fhould be
affured of the Fidelity and Affe&ion of Per-
fons to whom it gives and fecures Privileges
and Profits;'and who are intrufted with the
Care, amongft other Matters, of making
Men good Subjeéts. Now thefe Oaths bind
every Perfon, who takes them, to bonsur the
King+, and by Confequence all that are put
in Authority under him, both in Word and
Deed; and to /ead, in Subjetion to them,
quiet and peaceable Lives . That thefe
Things may with a good Confcience be
promifed and performed, there is no jutt
Caufe of Doubt. But if any one thinks
there is, he ought to apply for Satisfa@ion:

» 1 Pet. . 174 € 1Tim.iie 2.
and
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‘and till he receives it, he ought to abftain
from taking the Oaths,. For whatever is not
of Faith, is Sin‘: and in this Cafe it would
be no lefs, than Perjury. Nothing is a Plea
fufficient for committing any Sin, much lefs
one fo heinous: not even all the Force, that
can be ufed. But here is no Shadow of
Force. You are come voluntarily to offer
yourfelves, well knowing - that the Oéths
muft be tendered to you: that is, you have
made it your Choice to take them.

But by your Subfcription you have entered
into a further Obligation : to ufe the Liturgy
in all your public Miniftrations °: and
‘therefore, to pray for the King by Name, for
his long Life and Profperity, for his obtaining
ViGory over all his Enemies, God forbid,
that any one, who doth this, fhould be dif-
affeGted to the Government, under which
we live. And if we are Friends, it is both
our Duty and our Wifdom to thew that we
are. For thus we fhall firengthen an Efta-
blithment, on Wh__ich; under God, the fafe
Enjoyment of our Religion intirely depends;
we fhall procure the Support, which we

¢ Rom. xiv. 23. ¢ Can. 36.
: cannot
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cannot but be fenfible, that we want; and
we thall filence, or at leaft confute thofe,
who love to fpcak defpitefully againft us on
this Head.

After the Oaths, Candidates for Deacons
Orders are afked: Do you truff that youare in-
wardly moved by the Holy Ghoft to take upor
you this Office and Mingfiration # A folemn
Queftion : and which ought to be well con-
fidered, before itis anfwered. Obferve then:
it is not faid, Do you feel ; have you animme~
diate Perception of fuch an Impulfe from
the Holy Ghoft, as you can diftinguith from
all other inward Movements by its Manner
of imprefling you: but, Do you fruft; are
you on good Grounds perfuaded? What
then are the proper Grounds of fuch Per-
fuafion?

In the firft Place, if he hath not moved
you effe@ually tolive foberly, righteoufly, and
godly ', you may be fure he hath not moved
you to afflume the Office of a Minifter in
God’s Church, Examine yourfelves there-
fore ftrictly on this Point: a moft important
one to all Men; but to you, if pofiible,

£ Tit. i, 32,

above
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above all: and before you prefume to offi-
ciate. in his Houfe, afk your Hearts, Do
you tranfgrefs, do you omit, no Duty, wil-
fully or knowingly? Have you a genuine
practical Faith in Chrift? -Are you, on the
Terms of thé Gofpel Covenant, intitled to
everlafting Life ? But fuppofing that you
are, more_is requifite in the prefent Cafe:
and what more, the latter Part of the Quef-
tion points out. - To ferve God, for the pro-
wmoting . of bis Glory, and the edifying of bis
Church. This then being the Defign of
the Office; if, fo far as you know your
own Hearts, this is your Motive to defire
it; and if, fo far as you can judge of your
own Abilities and Attainments, they are
equal to it in fome competent Degree : then
you may fafely anfwer, that you zruff you
are moved by the Holy Ghoft 10 take it upon
you. For we can bave fuch Truff to God-
sward only through Chriff, who hath fent us
the Spirit: awe are not_fufficient to do or think
any Thing as of ourfelves : . but our Sufficiency
is of God®. 'Together with this principal
Motive, of ferving God by edifying bis People,
¢ 2 Cor. iil. 4, §»

’ you
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you may allowably have the fubordinate one, .
of providing a decent Maintenance for your
own Support, and for thofe who may belong
to you: but if you are indifferent or cool
about the former, and attentive only or
chiefly to the latter: fince you cannot think
that fuch Difpofitions are approved by the
Holy Spirit, as proper for the Miniftry, you
will be guilty of jying to bim", if you af-
firm, that he hath moved you to enter on it
with them. Therefore infpé& your Souls
thoroughly; and form them, by the Help of
divine Grace, to be duly influenced by the
right Principle, before you venture to anfwer
this Queftion: which is very wifely made
the leading one; becaufe your Inducement
will be the Rule of your Behaviour, and
probably alfo the Meafure of your Succefs.
~ The next Queftion, put to thofe who
apply for Deacons Orders, and the firft to
fuch as have received them, and defire to be
admitted Priefts, is, Do you think, that you
are truly called, according to the Will of Chrif?,
and the due Order of this Realm, to the Mi-
nifiry of the Church 2 That is, are you con-
B A8s v, 3.
{cious
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fcious neither of any Defeét in Body or
Mind, nor of any other Impediment, which
may, for the prefent, if not for ever, be,
according to the Laws of God or Man, a juft
Obftacle in your Way? Such Things may
efcape our Knowledge or Memory. There-
fore we call upon you to inform us. And
you are bound to anfwer with Sincerity. .

Tt is not requifite, that I thould enlarge on
every Queftion; though itis, that you fhould
weigh every one ferioufly. That, which
recites the Duties of Deacons, may feem to
have fome Difficulty in it: as it affigns to
them Occupations, which the A&s of the
Apoftles do not, in the Hiftory of their Ap-
pointment’; and as they are but little em-
ployed now in the fingle Bufinefs, there
allotted to them. But that Paffage of Scrip-
ture plainly was intended to fet forth, only
the immediate and urgent Reafon of or-
daining them, not the Whole of what was,
then or foon after, given them in Charge.
For we find in the fame Book, that Philjp
the Deacon both preached and baptized *.
And the Qualifications, required in Deacons

LA&s vi. k.A&s viil. §—13, 26—40.
2 by
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by St. Paul', intimate very clearly, that
more Things muft, even then, have been in-
cumbent upon them, than adminiftering
to the Relief of the Poor. Accordingly,
from the primitive Ages downwards, they
are deferibed as performing occafionally moft
of the fame Offices, which they do now;
and being, what their Name denotes, affiftant
and fubfervient to Pricfts in all proper Em-
ployments ®. And the lefs they are engaged
in their chief original one, thé more Oppor-
tunity and the more Need they have, to thew
Diligence in the other good Works, belong-
ing or fuited peculiarly to their Station.

The next Queftion is common to Candi-
dates for each Order: Wil you fafbion your
own Lives, and thofé of your Families, fo far
as in you leth, to be wholefome Examples to
the Flock of Chrift2 This extends to avoid-
ing in your own Behaviour, and reftraining in
theirs, Follies, Levities, mean and difreput-
able Alions, as well as Crimes and Vices.
The Apoftle enjoins Deacons and their Wives,
20 be graves: much more then ought Priefls.

11 Tim. iii. 8—13. = See Bingham’s Orig. Eccl. 1. 2.
€. 20, o 1 Tim. i, 8, 11.
He
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He enjoins every Chriftian to abffain_from all
Appearance of Evil °. And our bleflfed Lord
enjoins all his Difciples to e wife, as well
as barmlefs *.  Therefore govern yourfelves
and yours by thefe Rules: and confider fre-
quently, whether you obferve them well.
For without it you will neither gain Efteem,
nor do Good.

The laft Queftion, put alike to the whole
Number of Candidates, is, i/l you reverently
obey your Ordinary, and them to whom the Go-
vernment over you'is committed 2 You would
be .bound to this, though you were not to
promife it: for both Reafon and Scripture
demand it. Still more firmly you will be
bound, when you have promifed it, though
it were of fmall Importance. But it is of
very great, not only to the Dignity and Eafe
of your Superiors, but to your own Intereft,
and the Benefit of the whole Church. Our
Saviour both commands, and prayed for
Unity amongft. his Followers in the moft
expreflive Terms . Without Union there
cannot be afufficient Degreeeither of Strength

oy Thefl.v.22. P Matth. x. 16. 9 John xiii. 34, 35.

xvil. k1, 12, 21, 22, 23.
or
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or Beauty: and witheut: Subordination “there
cannot long be Union. Therefore obey, as
the Apottle direGs, tbem that bave tbe Rule
over you'; and promote their Honoar, their
Credit; their Infiuence. This will make us
abler to ferve the Caufe of Religion, and
prote you. ~And God forbid that, fo faras
we are ‘able, we fhould ever fail to be willing
and zealous.

In the Office for the Ordination of Priefts,
after a pious and awful Charge, ‘which I
recommend  to your moft ferious Attention,
follow feveral Queftions of the greateft Mo-
ment, ‘vour-Anfwers to which, I hope, you
will remember. to the laft Day of your Lives.
In thefe Anfwers, befides what hath been
alceady ‘mentioned, ‘you promife, that fbe
Dsétrine and Difeipiine of Chriff, as contained
in Scripture, and recerved in this Church and
Realm, fhall ‘be the Standard of your teach-
ing  and a&ing; and. every ‘Thing contrary
to them be faithfully oppofed by you: that
you will e both public cnd private Monitions
and Exbortations, as well to the Sick as to the
Wholey <within your Cares; and that, as fre-

"¢ Heb. xifi. 17.

Y quently
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quently: a'ndmf:ully as Need fball require, and
Occafion. be given. Yau promife allo, that
you will be diligent in Prayers and reading the
Holy Seriptures; which by the preceding
Exhortation evidently appears to mean, pri-
vate Prayer and Reading; and in fuch Studies,
as kelp. to the Knowledge of Scripture; laying
afide the Study of the World and the Flefb:
that is, not making, either grofs Pleafures,
or more refined Amufements, even literary .
ones unconne&ted with your Profeffion, or
Power, or Profit, or Advancement, or Ap-
plaufe, your great Aim in Life; but labour~
ing chiefly to qualify yourfelves for doing
Good to the Souls of Men, and applying
carefully to that Purpofe whatever Qualifica-
tions you attain.: Further yet, you promife,
that you. wifl maintain ond fet forwards, as
L much as lieth i you, Quietnefiy Peace and Love
emong - all. Chriflian People; -and efpecially a-
miong. them, that are or fhall be committed to
yeour Charge. . By this you oblige yourfelves,
never ‘to raife or promote perfonal, family,
parochial, © ecclefiattical, ~ political, or " any
other, Animofities; but te difcourage, and, if
poffible, compofe and extinguith them; than
' ‘ which
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which you cannot perform a more Chriftian
Part, or one more conducive to your Honour
and your Ufefulpefs.

But, befides pondering well beforchand
thefe Anfwers, which you are to make, I
carneftly beg you, to read and think them
over often afterwards: and particularly, at
each Return of the Ember Weeks to examine
yourfelves,‘ as in the Prefence of God, whether
you have made good the Engagement, into
which you entered at your Ordination. So
far as you have, this Pracice will afford you
the greateft poffible Comfort: fo far as you
may have failed, it will fuggeft to you the
moft ufeful Admonition.

After thefe Queftions, a fhort Silence is
appointed to be kept for the fecret Prayers of
the Congregation, that God would enable
and incline you to do what you have under-
taken: which Blefiing, I hope, you will afk
at the fame Time for yourfelves very earneftly.
Then follows a Hymn of confiderable Anti-
quity : and to be repeated with much Reve-
rence, on Account of the important Petitions
and Do&rines comprized in it, though it be
altogether void of Qrnament in that old Tran-

Yoz {lation,
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" flation, which we ftill retain. Next to this,
follows a very proper Addrefs to the Throne
of Grace,, pronounced by the Bifhop' alone,
in the Name of the whole Affembly: ‘which
is inftantly fuccéeded by the A& of Ordina-
tion.

The firt Words of that, Receive the Holy
Ghgft, were ufed by our Saviour to his Apo-
ftles, immediately after he had faid, mymy
Father bath fent me, even fo fend I you'.” God
gave not the Spirit by Meafure unto bim*: and
he was able to beftow what Meafure he
pleafed, both of fpiritual Gifts and Graces,
upon others. He meant however by this
Benediion- to confer only the ordinary ones:
for the extraordinary, you know, were re-
ferved till after his Afcenfion. Far be it
from the Bifhops of his Church to claim,
¢ven in Refpe@ of the former, the Powers
which he had. But ftill thefe Words in our
‘Mouths, when f{poken over you, properly
_exprefs, in the firft Place, the Communica-
tion of that Authority, which proceeds from
the Holy Ghoft. For we read, that rbe Hoky
Gbhoff faid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for
: ¢ John xx. 21, 22, * John iii. 34

the
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the Work, whereunto I bave called them®: and

that the latter of thefe exhorted the Elders
of the Church of “Epbefus, Take Heed to the
Flock, over which the Holy Ghoff bath made
you. Querfeers™.  They alfo exprefs, in the
fecond Place, our. earneft Requeft to the
Father of Mercies; that you may at all Times
enjoy:' fuch Proportions, both of-the Graces
and «Gifts of the Spirit, as will be needful for
you: which Requefl, if it be not your own
Fault, will prove effetual; becaufe having,
in -the common Courfe of his- Providence,
appointed us, though unworthy, to. al in
this- Behalf, he will afluredly be ready to own
and blefs our Miniftrations.

1t follows very.foon : wbhafe Sins thou doj?
Jorgive, they are Jorgiven; and whofe Sins thou
doft  retain, - they are retamned.. Thefe again
ares-the ‘Words of. Chrift to. his Apoiiles,
immediately. after. the former. Bat he did
not. grant to them the Power, either of re-
taining > the Sins of’ penitent Perfons, or of
forgiving  the impenitent. Nor do we pre-
tend to -grant, by ' uttering them, all the
Powers, which the Apoftles had in this

u Ads xidiuizooo v Ads xpe28:

y 2 ey Relpett.
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Refpedt. They had the Difeernment of Spirits=:
annd could fay with Certainty, when Perfons
were penitent, and confequently forgiven,
and when not”. They were able alfo to
infli&® miraculous Punifhments on Offenders ;
and to remove, on their Repentance, the
Punithments, which had been inflited.
Thefe Words will convey Nothing of  all this
to you. But ftill, when we ufe them, they
give you, firft, an Aflurance, that according
to the Terms of that Gofpel, which you are
to preach, Men fhall be pardoned or con-
demned: fecondly, a 'Right of infliting
ecclefiaftical Cenfures for a fhorter or longer
Time, and of taking them off; which, in
Regard to external Communion, is retaining
or forgiving Offences. This Power, being
beftowed for the Edification of the Church,
nmiuft “ be refirained, mot ‘only by general
Rules of Order, but according to the parti- .
cular Exigencies of Circumftances. And
our Church Wifhes, with much Reafon, for
Circumftances more favourable to the Exer-
tion of it% But how little foever exerted,

2§ Cor. xii. 104 r A&s vii. 21, 23. 3 Ofice
of Commination.
the
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the Power is inherent in the Ofee of
Prefthood:  And though we are no more
infallible  in; ovr  Proceedings and Sentences;
than temporal Judges arc in theirs; yet our
A&s, 25 well as theirs, ere to be refpe@ed,
aswdone by competent Authority. And if
- they are dane on good Grounds alfo, whatever
e fhall bind or losfe on Barth, <will be bsund
or logfed sn Heaven®. Nor will other Proofs
of Repeatance be fafficient in the Sight of
God, if Submifiion to the Difcipline of the
Church of Chrift, when it hath been of-
fended, and requires due Satisfalion, be
obftinately refufed, either from Haughtiness
or Negligence.

To thefe Werds is fubjoined the conclu-
ding Charge: and be thou a feoicbful Difpenfer
¢f the Word of God, and of bis boly Sacra-
ments. - This then is the Stewardhip com-
mitted to you.. And.you cannet but fee, in
what a profane 2nd: corrupt Age it is com-
mitted to you: how gricvoufly Religion, and
its - Minifters, are hated or defpifed; how
lamentably both they, and its other Profefiors,
arc degenerated and .divided. Your Bufinels

aMath. xeili (8.
g =7 ey wil
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will ‘be, each within the Sphere of his Influ~
ence, to prevent thefe Things from growing
worfe; which, bad as-they are, they {till may;
and, “if poffible, to make them better; or at
leaft, to recover or preferve fuch, as you can,
from' the general Depravity. But you will
never ficceed in your Attempts for this Pur-
pofe, cither by Bitternefs againft Infidels;
Heretics,” and Sectaries, or by Contempt and
Ridicule of enthufiaftic or fuperftitious Per-
fons. © The only right’ Method is a very
different one: diligent Study, to’fit yourfelves
more completely for téacling and vindicating
the Truths of Chriftianity: « fcriptural and
rational Inftru&ion, affiduonfly - given, with
Zeal and' Mildnefs duly tempered, and fuited
to the Capacities and Condition of your
Hearers: a willing and ‘devout and affe@ing
Performance of all facred Rites, whether in
the. Church or elfewhere: but above all, a
Behaviour, ‘innocent, humble, peaceable, dif-
interefted, beneﬁcent, abftemious, difcreet, re-
ligious.

Take Heed therefore to your Steps: and
walk “in “the prefent evil Days with ' fuch
Picty.and Caution, that, as the Office exhorts,

you
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Atisfeciftis egregie, Fratres, noftrz om-

nium expedationi, Prolocutore elefo,
quem naturz dotibus cumulatum, fide Chrif-
tiana penitns imbatum, humanitate politum,
eruditione excultum, =zuforitate gravem no-
vimus: atque adeo digniffimum, qui a viro
laudato iis ornaretur przconiis, que in
utrumque  conveniunt. Conceffo - igitur
vobis libenter, quem petitis, Referendario,
intendamus jam communiter animos in ea,
quz - hodiernz celebritatis ratio poftulat. Et
hzc quidem, licet minime idoneus, tamen
cum id fit officii mei, comabor exponere;
oratione ufus Latind, (fic enim eft in more
pofitum, * nequid, puto, intelligant inepti
auditores) nulla autem adhibita dicendi
elegantia; * quam fi feQtarer tandem  poft
quadraginta ferme annorum defuctudinem,
omunino non affcquerer; fed famihiari admo-
dum ac teaui fermone: Deum orans ut quod
¢ pellore
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e pefore. meo proveniet in veftra defcen-
dat, et fru¢tum ferat. Neque enim plaufum,
ne veftrum quidem, capto; de hoc unice
folticitus, ut aliquid, fi pofium, proferam, quo
fapientiores et meliores™-utrinque evadamus,
et fervi fideles utilefque domini noftri Jefu
. Chrifti inveniamur in fupremo illo die.

Convenimus, Patres Fratrefque; in id parati,
ut opem feramus verz religioni, bonifque mo-
ribus, modo quidpiam ejufmodi nobis de-
mandetur.  Quod cum jam diu non fit fac-
tum, rogitant homines procacioris ingenii,
quorfum huc- ridenda folennitate, fic enim
mterpretantur, congregamaur, quxbus nihil ne-
gotii. datum eft, nec etiam dabitur, Sinite
quafo, ut huic petulantiz, nimium graf-
‘fanti, pauca prius e L ad  alia
progrediar.

Illudne ergo fpernendum’ exiftimant, quod
hzc facra Synodus eodem  antiquiflimo jure
conftituta eft, quo comitia procerum &
eorum qui plebis vicem gerunt; quodque
optimi Principis juflu acciti comparemus?
Reverebuntur, qui reta fapiunt, utramque
- partem, tam ecclefiafticam quam civilem, rei-
publice Britannicz, nec vel unum lapidem, |

5 pre-

:

B
‘
v

hada sl s o o



OrATIO SYNODALIS, 351
przfertim qui fundamenta contingat, ex ve-
nerando zdificio dimotum cupient, ne totius
molis, ut fuperiore feculo, ruina confequa-

tur. Multa fecit hic ccetus in redintegranda
puriori fide cultuque, reipublice cumprimis

utilia: hoc folo meritus, ut femper in pof-
terum honorifice convocaretur. Quz porro
fit faGurus, vel nunc vel pofthac, quandocun-
que conceffa fuerit aliquid agendi facultas,
in pejus prajudicari non debet: neque pau-
lo modeftiores negaturos putem, quin ab
co non pauca in commune bonum fieri pof=
fent, et a nobis fierent lubenter. Quid quod
& interim orientur ab hoc confefilu commoda
non mediocria? Videbunt cives noftri in eum
intuentes, quinam fimus, quiecclefiz Anglica~
nz, Epifcopi, Decani, Archidiaconi, prefide-
mus; qualefque fibi delegerit Procuratores Cle-
rus parochialis: unde fore confidimus, ut nihil
{ibi a nobis extimefcendum efle autument, fed
omnia quz bona funt fperanda. Congregati
preces coram Deo fudimus concorditer: quas
quin ille, promifli memor, clementer acce-
perit, nefas eft dubitare. Hortationi inter-
fuiftis, pietate- pariter ac prudentia fumma .
refertz, que etfi multorum aures recitata

pre-
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prétcrvolaverit,, omnium animos le&a inflam=
mabit, -~ Confilia etiam' faluberima~ preefentes
invicem pro re nata’communicabimus. Lice~
bit denique Regem uno ‘ore fuppliciter com=
pellares noftram in' illim fidem & obfer-
vantiam,” in religionem, virtutem, legitimam
libeftatem, cum civilem tum ecclefiafticam,
ftudiom  teftari; ‘eoque efficere, ‘ut etiamfi
natura atque inflitutionc nunquam  non fuerit
praconibus ‘veritatis ‘propitius, fiat tamen in-
dies ‘benignior, & fpretis male feriatorum ho-
mifium cavillationibag, ‘quicquid vel factu vel
creditn “indignum  eft, cohibeat, quantum
falva unicuique confcientiz prarogativa po-
teft'; quecunque autem funt wera, quacunque
pudica,  jufla, funéla; amabiliz, bone fame =,
“non folum, ut femper, exemplo, fed monitis
‘privatim, edictis publice, animofe tueatur.

Hzc nihil effe, nemo dixerit: fatis non
effe, ultro fateor. 'Difquirarmis igitar, unde
quod deeft poffit accedere.

Clamabunt extemplo fervidiores, argu-
mentis, - obteftationibus, amicoram depreca-
tione, ' purpuratorum’ gratia, omni machina

o 2 * PHil iv. 8,

con-
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contendendum, ut quzcunque jura Synodis
prioribus fuerunt attributa, ifdem armetur
et hec,regio mandato: refufcitandam demum
ejus ope collapfam & . emortuam veteris
Ecclefiz difciplinam, atque exercendam ftre-
nue; noftrd enim nos jam pridem evilvifle
inertia. - Et hi quidem plerumque religiofi
funt vin, multaque leftione exercitati. Sed
parum vident, quid ferant tempora, quove
loco fimus.

Primum adverfarios habemus omnes, nor
modo qui Deum efle aperte negant, quos
omni tempore fuifle paucos arbitror, fed eos
etiam qui, ut ifte olim, oratisne relinguuxz,
re tollunt : & f{ub recent latitantes Deiftarum
nomine, fi verum eloqui oportet, Athei funt.
Neque enim numen illud fuum bonos remu-
nerari, neque improbos puaire credynt : unde
mullius foret momenti, exifleret necne.
Proinde conftant in eo fibi quod nullum ei
honorem, vel una vel feorfim, quantum ego
quidem inaudiverim, exhibeant; & nature,
quas vocant, leges iis limitibus quifque cir-
cumfcribat, ‘gui lubidini fuz cptme con-
gruant ; eique forte mutata, confeftim
2liud fibi juris naturalis corpus effingant, vel
exceptiones quafdam futiles in fui gratiam

Z excogitent,
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excogitent, ut permiffum videatur quicquid
arridet,. Licentiam interim, quam {ibi infi-
nitam afferunt, adeo gravate cum piis com-
municant, ut a cultu divino quoflibet obvios
fannis & convitiis arceant, {uos vero nonnun-
quam interditionibus «‘mini'fquc ; egregii {ci-
licet, immo vero, fi creditis, unici, liberta-
tis vindices.

Cum his fere fe conjungunt, neque multo
funt nobis @quiores, qui do&rinam Chrif-
tianam profitentur quidem, fed parvi pen-
dunt, aut erroribus contaminant : item qui
dignitati noftre invident, aut poffeflionibus
inhiant. Quot autem univerfi. fint, quan-
tumque confociati . valeant, animus dicere
horrefcit.

Jam porro,.ut de Pontificiis taceam, qui
occultis licet nunc dierum odiis, immortali-
bus tamen, diligenter {ibi vires in idoneum
tempus comparant ; inter ipfos Reformatos,
quid de Diffentientium, uti vocitantur, Fra-
trum affe@u ftatuemus? Hos quidem fpes
erat in matris antiqua gremium f{e prope-
diem recepturos ; utpote tandem Epifcopa-
tum & Liturgiam prefcriptam vel probantes,
vol ferri pofle confitentes, nec amplius inno-
cuis ceeremoniis, tanquam larvis, exterritos.

Contra
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Contra vero nuper illorum plures, “partim
opiniones pravas dé vanis Fidei Capitibusar-
ripuerunt, partim hoc nobis cbjiciunt, quod
que legibus civilibus fundatur Ecclefia, eo
ipfo defit Chriflo nite {ubefle. Unde cum
prius - viderl poteramus in mutuos ruituri
amplexus, nunc ex improvifo refiliunt, diffi-
dentque longifime: nec raro amicitias cum
apertis Chriftiani nominis hoftibus ftudiofe
colunt; dum nos afperrime exagitant.

Hi igiter omnes, quos hatenus memo-
ravi, ftatim ut aliquid aggredi ceepimus,
cun&a clamoribusopplebunt, zliud Synodum
pre fe ferre, alind meditani diitabunt,
affetatz tyrannidis dicam fcribent, patuiis
multorum aunbus, quz fibi imaginantur,
facile infundent ; at que etiam quz izfi non
credunt, aliis perfuadebunt. Etenim funt
mire propenfi homines, alioquin haud mali,
ad fufpicienes adverfum nos fovendas : qu=z
cum antehac (nam fatendum eft,) aliquate-
nus jufiz fuerint, nimium tenaci recondun-
tur ufque memor2, nec abique dinturno
labore eximentur.

Verum obfepta eft et aliis obftaculis via.
Non adeo multa fane, ‘quod mihi qmdem

Zz conflat,
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conftat, prompta habemus, qua in Synodo
proponantur : eaque brevi {patio poflemus ad
exitum perducere. Sed cum primum rumor
percrebuerit ad negotia tractanda nos accingi,
plurimas illico plurimi molitiones inftituent,
fuum quifgue commentum invitis ingerens;
mille opinionum obtrudentur monftra, mille
{peciof, aut ne fpeciofe quidem, rerum no-
vandarum formule, quazdam a malevolis,
quzdam ab indo@is aut rudibus, quaedam
etiam a cordatioribus ipfis : et quod hic ne-
ceflarium, ille exitabile effe pronunciabit.
Hzc omnia fi rejicimus oblata, fuperbum
videbitur : fi fumimus dijudicanda, in infi-
nitum res abibit: quoquo nos vertamus,
gravem offenfionem concitabimus; nec tan-
dem fortaflc quidquam decernere, aut fi de-
cernimus obtinere ut ratum fit, valebimus.
Non fum nefcius motem antiquitus fuiffe
fententiarum varietates Synodorum decretis
reprimere : fed cum Synodi, féd cum Clerict
feparatim, pondus haberent, quo nunc plane
carent. Nam hodie quidem plurimis ludus
eft, immo etiam honori fibi ducunt, nos pe-
tulanter frufirari, quanquam nec oderint,
nec metuant : quod longe acrius aggredien-

: S tur,
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tur, cum intermiffa diu confilia renovari in-
tellexerint. -

Dicet quis forfan, Regem falutis publicz
& fidei Chnftianze ftudiofiffimum, fi minus
ultro, faltem admonitum, certe ornaturum
nos rerum conftituendarum poteftate, & ad-
verfus improborum machinationes in tuto
collocaturum. Et quidem talemn ovanti pa-
triz divinitus contigifle ex imo pe&ore vobis
gratulor ; Deumque veneror ut pofiit, quod
velle {cio, in Religionis amorem fuos accen-
dere, & Ordini noftro debitum honorem con-
ciliare. Sed nec poteft omnia, nec inoppor-
tuno tempore quidpiam adorietur, nec iis
inconfultis, quorum {pe&ata fide & fapientia
merito nititur. Jam hi, bene quidem nobis
volunt, ut nemo poffit melius : fed rerum fua-
rum, hac prefertim tempeftate, fatagunt; &
inde noftris (nam quid apud vos parcam pro-
loqui £) aliquanto minus dedunt fe, quam
optandum effet. - Metuunt nempe, ne fi res
bellicas ecclefiafticis cumulent, obruantur
negotiorum multitudine. Metuunt etiam,
ne quid a nobis, ne quid faitem ab  aliis,
turbetur.  Jufto timidiores, -vel fane fegni-
ores, forfan putabitis, qui talia caufentur,

o 3 Nee
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¢c intercedo. Habent tamen illa fpeciem
aliquam, qua fi capiantur ifti, non eft nimis
indignandum. Et dum folennc illud fuum
‘identidem. occentant, , guieta non movenday
mirum ni affentiatur princeps juvenis, magis
aliquando {ibi nobifque fifurus.

Quin fingamus conceflam, que expetitur,
facultatem. Si pauca tantum,. eaque leviora
comple&eretur, multi nos magno conatu
nihil agere dicerent: et.cum vel minimis
aliquod “ tempus dandum fit, noftrim non
exiguus numerus domum pertzfi dilaberen-
tur, reliéta Synodo infrequente & inhonorata.

Juod i multa & gravia demandarentur, alii
nihil reftare integrum clamitdrent’s & pofiet
-evenire,  ut” in partes ipfi diftraheremur.
Spero equidem, & amplam fpei materiam
prebet afpeCtus vefter, fic nos affectos eﬁé,
ut ardentiores lenioribus, expertis rerum in-
experti, fe: velint fubmittefe, nemo | temere
aut {eorfim’quidquam inceptare, nemo per-
tinaciter urgere periculofa vel fufpecta. Sed
nefcio an hzc omnia fpondere quis - aufit:
que tamen fi minus praftabimus, quando-
cungue arceflemur in commune confulturi,

pinionum dlfcrepantmm confli®tu incen-
dentur
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dentur ire, foindemur in ftudia contraria,
lateque a nobis manabunt in publicum dif-
cordiz. Hujufmodi multa in civilibus
comitiis impune fiunt: in noftris fiebant
olim :- nunc nemo ferret. - Undique incurfa-
rent, undique impeterent nos : nec mora, pro
imperio edicerent, qui poffunt, finem hifce
diffidiis a&utum quoquo modo efle impo-
nendum. Abrumpenda effet repente tela
exorfa : conquererentur bonorum nen pauct
noftra culpa nihil fuccefiifle, {ed omnia de-
teriora fata ; & falfe deriderent nos quots
quot- funt . alieni, vel a Chriftiana fide, vel
ab hierarchia Anglicanaz. Quinetiam fi nulle
lites orirentur, eo certivs malignitatem &
livorem quorundam exftimularemus. Nam
qui maxime diffenfionum nos accufant, mi-
nime eadem fentire, & bene rem gerere cu-
piunt.

His de caufis; tametfi prorfus arbitri nofiri
effet ad negotia capeflenda flatim convolare,
quid prudentiores exiftimarent, haud dixe-
rim: ego ampliandum cenferem.

Quid ergo ¢ Jubeone vos de Synodo a&tue
ofa, deque Ecclefiz ftatu per eam emen-
dando, defperare? Abfit yero. Semper eni»

Z 4 tendum
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tendum eft, ut antiqui regiminis non modo
retineamus formam, fed et vim inftauremus,
quatenus vel divino vel humano jure fulcitar,
Atque interim manca quodammodo et mutila
erit wonree noftra.  Hoc tantum caveri ve-
lim, ne,:quod fieri, vel tuto fieri, nequit,
exoptemus; ne audacibus & calidis inceptis
faveamus; ne laqueis implicemur, unde ex=~
pedire nos erit difficile. Hoc tantum com-~
mongo, lentis pafiibus effe procedendum,
cun&a circumfpetanda, impedimenta fedulo
amolienda, & fubfternenda diligenter medi-
tate ftru@ure firma fundamenta, Non eft
igitur oratio mea procraftrinantis, eludendi
caufd, fedin juftum tempus differentis. Erit
etiam, bona cum venia vefira, pra:cxpxentxs

quo pacto maturabitur quod avemus.
Permagni ad hoc propofitum intereft, ut
fimus ipfi, quofque pafcimus greges efficia-
mus, quantum res patitur, unanimes, potifii-
mum in fide falutari. Sunt enim qui fe
noftros vocant, nihilo tamen fecius multa
quz docemus improbant; fpeciatim, qua
ad 8. S. Trinitatem pertinent, ad Redempti-
onem generis humani, ad illapfum Gratiz
czleftis in mentes fidelium. Jam vero fi
; ~ longius
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longius proferpferit error fententiam de his
receptam repudiantium ; vel fi invalefcant qui
comminifcuntur, preter horum perfuafio-
nem, bonorum operum feracem, necefla-
riam efle fiduciam favoris apud Deum,
fenfibus imis infixam fuperne, quz omnem
dubitationem tollat : controverfiis affiduis
vexabimur; ad Synodos cum effeGtu cele-
brandas, mom in melius, ut Apoftoli verbis
utar, fed in deterius conveniemus*. Nec fo-
lum conquaflabitur, tandemque diflolvetur
hujus Ecclefiz pulcherrima compages ; quin
etiam corrumpetur integritas vitalis do&rinz,
fiquidem ego, diu perpenfis & fubdutis, an-
cipiti quondam  animo, rationibus, verum
difcernere valeo.

Sunt autem porro, qui fe minime de Fide
a nobis diflentire, aut affirmant, aut videri
volunt, fed 2quum cenfent omnibus placita
quecunque propugnantibus ad menfam eu-
charifticam, atque adeo ad facros ordines,
aditum patere, ‘modo in Chriftum fe credere
profiteantur. Sed hoc profeffi funt olim
Hereticorum peftilentiffimi : ne dicam hodie
quadantenus profiteri Mohammedanos. Ad-
e 3 Cor. xi. 17.

mittantur
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mittantur ergo, aiunt, ii foli, qui facras {crip~
turas venerantur; ejufque verbis animorum
fenfa declarare funt parati. Quid vero? Pons
tificii, Tremulorum fe&a, innumerarum in-
eptiarum fautores, nonne i id funt parati?
Hofe ergo amnes honore fungendi apud
nos Sacerdotii dignantur ? Sin minus; cur
alios, pari ratione repellendos ? -

Verum hoc faltem Candidatis urgent con-
cedendum, ut fuis, non alienis verbis fatif~
faciant Ecclefiz Re@oribus: quod et anti-
quitus ufu veniffe monent. Atque ita fepe
diuque fa&um non negamus ; fed idcirco, &
merito quidem, fieri defiiffe credimus, quod
fic Epifcoporum quifque, vel oratione fub-
dola, cui difcutiendz {patium non eflet, facile
falli potuerit,  vel pro arbitrio rete fentienti-
bus viam intercludere, prave fentientes ad-
mittere : quodque hinc necefle fuerit fre-
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