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PREFACE.

THE preparation of a new edition of Bishop Hall’s
Works, undertaken some time since for the Delegates
of the University Press, has been delayed from various
causes, with which it is unnecessary to trouble the
public.

A very few prefatory remarks will be sufficient to
state what the present Editor has done.

Before the commencement of this century no com-
plete collection of the Bishop’s voluminous writings
had been made. In the year 1808 this want was in a
great measure supplied. The Rev. Josiah Pratt pub-
lished in ten volumes almost everything of importance
which had fallen from the Bishop’s pen. Mr. Pratt
bestowed great pains upon the work: he arranged
the several pieces in a methodical form, distributing
them under separate heads; and added a Glossary,
with a view evidently of placing it before the world
in a popular shape. A large measure of gratitude
is due to him for what he accomplished. Other
portions of the pious Author’s works were from time
to time published by different individuals; but these
for the most part were such only as were well known
and eagerly read on account of their devotional cha-
racter.

In the year 1839 a new collective edition was put
forth in Oxford, superintended, and, as he himself
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states, enlarged, by the Rev. Peter Hall, M. A. of
Brasenose College, a descendant of the Bishop. His
diligence seems to have been stimulated by the
relationship which he was proud to claim to that
great and good man ; and he added to the work some
few pieces which had never before appeared in print,
or if printed had escaped general notice. In the main
however he closely followed the edition of Mr. Pratt ;
and the two, save only with respect to the additions,
would seem to be nearly identical

In preparing the present publication it has been the
Editor’s object to present the Author to the world
unencumbered, except only for occasional elucidation,
with extraneous notes and remarks; to give an ac-
curate and faithful text; and to verify quotations
either in that or the Author’s own notes, by referring to
the sources from which they were derived. For the first
of these purposes the earlier editions of the Works have
been collated, and such readings adopted as appeared
to have the greatest amount of authority in their
favour. It is true indeed that the number of passages
.open. to question is very limited, as several editions,
almost all indeed, except those of the present century,
had been published in the Author’s lifetime, and the
errors, whatever they may have been, at once probably
discovered and corrected. This therefore has been a
task of no great difficulty. But the verification of
passages cited, as well in the text as in the notes, has
involved a considerable amount of labour—labour of
which frequently all evidence is wanting from the un-
successful nature of the search. The Bishop’s reading
was so extensive, that he is often led to introduce into
the text not so much the actual words as the general
meaning and purport of the passage which he has in
his mind. Then again in the notes placed in the margin
the writer’s name is often given without the title of the
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work, or the latter without any reference to the chapter
or page. Notwithstanding these difficulties, which must
more or less stand in the way of almost all editors of such
works, few authors named have, it is hoped, altogether
escaped investigation, and fewer still referred to with-
out the passage being examined, and its place ascer-
tained.

The references thus verified by the present Editor,
as well as the notes which he has supplied, are in-
dicated by angular brackets; whilst those correctly
quoted by the Author remain without any distinctive
mark, and those which have been examined by Mr. Pratt
or Mr. Peter Hall are marked by their respective names
or initials ; and the same rule has been observed with
regard to any notes added by editors of other portions
of the works.

The arrangement of the several works made by
Mr. Pratt has been generally followed, though in some
few instances for convenience sake departed from.
With this view all the Latin works have been placed
together in the last volume—those which had been
translated by the Bishop or his son Robert being ac-
companied by the English version ; but the modern
translations have been omitted.

The Hebrew citations have been carefully pointed.
The quotations from the Greek Fathers were generally
selected by the Author from Latin translations: in
those cases where it seemed desirable the words of the
original writer are supplied.

The spelling throughout has been modernized, except
only occasionally in the poetical passages, in which, for
obvious reasons, it has been left undisturbed.

The last volume will be found to contain a few
Letters of the Bishop, which have been obtained from
Tanner’'s Collection of MSS. in the Bodleian, or from
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the Office of Public Records, in addition to an inter-
esting Latin Letter from the Author to Hammond,
from Fulman’s Collection of MSS. in the Library of
Corpus Christi College, for which he is ipdebted to the
kindness of the President of that Society. It is be-
lieved that the greater portion of these Letters have not
before appeared in print; and if it be thought that
their contents are in themselves of little value, the
Editor will hardly incur censure for bringing together
under the eye of the public everything that could be
satisfactorily proved to have been written by the
Bishop, as tending to illustrate his character.

It may perhaps be doubted whether the six letters
which close the volume ought to be reprinted. They
are to be found in Prynne’s account of the trial of
Archbishop Laud, appended to the “Breviate” of his
Life ; and as we know that that bigoted partisan did
not scruple to garble the Archbishop’s diary, it may
be that these letters also have suffered from passing
through his hands. They are nevertheless added, in
order that all that Bishop Hall is known to have
written should be brought together in one Collection.

It may be proper to remark, that in Mr. P. Hall's
edition was included a “ Form of Penance and Re-
conciliation” &c. agreed upon, as it is stated, between
Archbishop Laud and our Author, then Bishop of
Exeter. Some little doubt is expressed as to the
share which the latter may have had in it; and as
no authority is given for assigning the whole work
or any particular portion of it to him, it has been
thought right to omit it altogether fromthe present
edition.

Two other omissions from the last two editions ought
to be noticed ; the one, of what is termed a Glossarial,
the other, a Scriptural Index. The latter appears to
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be an unnecessary addition to the bulk of the work,
the scriptural references being nowhere, except in the
paraphrase upon hard texts, of an exegetical character.

The Glossarial Index has given occasion for some
little doubt and deliberation. That which was drawn
up by Mr. Pratt is so overloaded with words of which
at the present day there could be no difficulty of
interpretation, that it was thought necessary to ex-
punge the greater part of it. This done, so little of
it remained that it seemed scarcely worth while to
print it; and the more so because many obsolete or
unusual words are incidentally explained in the notes
throughout the work.

It remains for the Editor to offer his thanks to
those who have been good enough to render him
asgistance in the progress of the work. He would
especially name Magdalen, All Souls, Wadham, and
Corpus Christi Colleges, as having accommodated him
with the loan of one or more of the Bishop’s works.
A similar kindness he has to acknowledge from the
Rev. T. P. Pantin, M. A. Rector of Westcote, Glou-
cestershire. But to the Rev.W. D. Macray, of the Bod-
leian, he is more particularly indebted, for the essential
aid he has rendered in the verification of references ;
and particularly in collating a MS. of Bishop Overall’s
in the Library of Corpus Christi College, frequently
quoted by Bishop Hall in his “Via Media,” which it
is thought has never appeared in print.

In taking leave of the work which has occupied him
so long, the Editor contents himself with expressing
a wish that the task had fallen into abler hands, and
a prayer that what has been done may have been done
to the glory of God.

March 10, 1863. : P.W.
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OBSERVATIONS

OF SOME SPECIALITIES OF

DIVINE PROVIDENCE

IN THE

LIFE OF JOSEPH HALL,

BISHOP OF NORWICH.

WRITTEN WITH HIS OWN HAND.

Nor out of a vain affectation of my own glory, which I
know how little it can avail me when I am gone hence, but
out of a sincere desire to give glory to my God, whose won-
derful providence I have noted in all my ways, have I recorded
some remarkable passages of my fore-past life. What I have
done is worthy of nothing but silence and forgetfulness; but
what God hath done for me is worthy of everlasting and
thankful memory.

I was born Julii 1, 1574, at five of the clock in the morning, in
Bristow Park, within the parish of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, a town in
Leicestershire, of honest and well-allowed parentage.

My father was an officer under that truly honourable and reli-
gious Henry Earl of Huntingdon®, President of the north; and

a [Henry, third Earl of Huntingdon, by Lodge. The following account of
appointed President of the North 1572;  the origin of the office is given in Ba-
died 14 Dec. 1595. See Talbot Papers  ker's Chronicle, Lond. 1684. p. 352 :—

b2
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under him had the government of that market-town wherein the
chief seat of that earldom is placed.

My mother Winifride, of the house of the Bambridges, was &
woman of that rare sanctity, that, were it not for my interest in
nature, I durst say that neither Aleth®, the mother of that just
honour of Clareval, nor Monica, nor any other of those pious
matrons anciently famous for devotion, need to disdain her ad-
mittance to comparison. She was continually exercised with the
affliction of a weak body, and oft of a wounded spirit, the agonies
whereof, as she would oft recount with much passion, professing
that the greatest bodily sicknesses were but flea-bites to those
scorpions; so from them all at last she found an happy and com-
fortable deliverance. And that not without a more than ordinary
band of God : for on a time, being in great distress of conscience,
she thought in her dream there stood by her a grave personage
in the gown and other habits of a physician; who, inquiring of
her estate, and receiving a sad and querulous answer from her,
took her by the hand and bade her be of good comfort, for this
should be the last fit that ever she should feel of this kind:
whereto she seemed to answer, that upon that condition she
could well be content for the time with that or any other torment:
reply was made to her, as she thought, with a redoubled assurance
of that happy issue of this her last trial; whereat she began to
conceive an unspeakable joy; which yet upon her awaking left
her more disconsolate, as then conceiting her happiness imaginary,

¢ It will be fit here to say something
of this place of government in the
north ; which from small beginnings is
now become so eminent as it is at this
day ; whereof this was the original :
Whenas in the reign of Henry VIII.
after that the rebellion in the northern
parts about the subversion of abbeys
was quieted, the Duke of Norfolk tar-
ried in those quarters, and many com-
plaints of injuries done were tendered
unto him, whereof some he composed
himself, and others he commended un-
der his seal to men of wisdom to deter-
mine. Hereof when K, Henry heard,

he sent down a peculiar seal to be used
in these cases; and calling home the
Duke, committed the same to Tunstall
Bishop of Durham, and constituted as-
sistants, with authority to hear and de-
termine the complaints of the poor;
and he was the first that was called
President : and from that time the
authority of his successors grew in
credit.”]

b [Aleth, according to Guillelmus ;
Aalaidis, according to Alanus;—Vit.
St. Bernardi ; Monica, mother of St.
Augustine. ]



JOS. HALL, BISHOP OF NORWICH. xxi

her misery real: when, the very same day, she was visited by the
reverend and (in his time) famous divine, Mr. Anthony Gilbyc,
under whose ministry she lived; who, upon the relation of this
her pleasing vision and the contrary effects it had in her, began
to persuade her that dream was no other than divine, and that
she had good reason to think that gracious premonition was-sent
her from God himself; who, though ordinarily he keeps the com-
mon road of his proceedings, yet sometimes, in the distresses of
his servants, he goes unusual ways to their relief: hereupon she
began to take heart; and by good counsel and her fervent
prayer found that happy prediction verified to her; and upon
all occasions in the remainder of her life was ready to magnify
the mercy of her God in so sensible a deliverance. What with
the trial of both these hands of God, so had she profited in the
school of Christ that it was hard for any friend to come from her
discourse no whit holier. How often have I blessed the memory
of those divine passages of experimental divinity which I have
heard from her mouth! What day did she pass without a large
task of private devotion? whence she would still come forth, with
a countenance of undissembled mortification. Never any lips have
read to me such feeling lectures of piety; neither have I known
any soul that more accurately practised them than her own.
Temptations, desertions, and spiritual comforts, were her usual
theme. Shortly, for I can hardly take off my pen from so exem-
plary a subject, her life and death were saint-like.

My parents had from mine infancy devoted me to this sacred
calling, whereto by the blessing of God I have scasonably at-
tained. For this cause I was trained up in the public school of
the place.

After I had spent some years not altogether indiligently under
the ferule of such masters as the ‘place afforded, and had near
attained to some competent ripeness for the university, my school-
master, being a great admirer of one Mr. Pelset, who was then
lately come from Cambridge to be the public preacher of Leicester,

¢ A pious and learned divine, vicar several of the most valuable of the
of Ashby-de-la-Zouch. He translated  treatises of Theodore Beza.—H.
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(» man very eminent in those times for the fame of his learning,
bat especially for his sacred oratory,) persuaded my father, that
if I might have my education under so excellent and complete a
divine, it might be both a nearer and easier way to his purposed
end than by an academical institution. The motion sounded well
in my father’s ears, and carried fair probabilities: neither was
it other than fore-compacted betwixt my schoolmaster and
Mr. Pelset : so as on both sides it was entertained with great
forwardness,

The gentleman, upon essay taken of my fitness for the use of
his studies, undertakes within one seven years to send me forth,
no less furnished with arts, languages, and grounds of theorical
divinity, than the carefullest tutor in the strictest college of
either university. Which that he might assuredly perform, to
prevent the danger of any mutable thoughts in my parents or
myself, he desired mutual bonds to be drawn betwixt us. The
great charge of my father, whom it pleased God to bless with
twelve children, made him the more apt to yield to so likely a
project for a younger son.

There and now were all the hopes of my future life upon blast-
ing. The indentures were preparing : the time was set : my suits
were addressed for the journey.

What was the issue? O God, thy providence made and found
it.  Thou knowest how sincerely and heartily in those my young
yearsd I did cast myself upon thy hands; with what faithful
resolution T did in this particular occasion resign myself over to
thy disposition, earnestly begging of thee in my fervent prayers
to order all things to the best, and confidently waiting upon thy
will for the event. Certainly never did I in all my life more
clearly roll myself upon thy divine providence than I did in this
business. And it succeeded accordingly.

It fell out at this time that my elder brother, having some oc-
casions to journey unto Cambridge, was kindly entertained there
by Mr. Nath. Gilby, fellow of Emanuel college ; who, for that
he was born in the same town with me, and had conceived some
good opinion of my aptness to learning, inquired diligently con-

4 Anno wmtatis 15.
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cerning me; and hearing of the diversion of my father’s pur-
poses from the university, importunately dissuaded from that new
course, professing to pity the loss of so good hopes. My brother,
partly moved with his words, and partly won by his own eyes
to a great love and reverence of an academical life, returning
home, fell upon his knees to my father; and, after the report of
Mr. Gilby’s words and his own admiration of the place, earnestly
besought him that he would be pleased to alter that so prejudicial
a resolution, that he would not suffer my hopes to be drowned
in a shallow country channel, but that he would revive his first
purposes for Cambridge; adding, in the zeal of his love, that
if the chargeableness of that course were the hinderance, he did
there humbly beseech him rather to sell some part of that land
which himself should in course of nature inherit, than to abridge
me of that happy means to perfect my education. No sooner had
he spoken those words than my father no less passionately con-
descended, not without a vehement protestation that, whatsoever
it might cost him, I should, God willing, be sent to the university.
Neither were those words sooner out of his lips than there was a
messenger from Mr. Pelset knocking at the door to call me to that
fairer bondage, signifying that the next day he expected me, with
a full dispatch of all that business: to whom my father replied,
that he came some minutes too late; that he had now otherwise
determined of me; and with a respective message of thanks
to the master sent the man home empty, leaving me full of the
tears of joy for so happy a change.

Indeed I had been but lost if that project had succeeded; as
it well appeared in the experience of him who succeeded in that
room which was by me thus unexpectedly forsaken.

O God, how was I then taken up with a thankful acknow-
ledgment and joyful admiration of thy gracious providence over
me!

And now I lived in the expectation of Cambridge; whither
ere long I happily came under Mr. Gilby’s tuition, together
with my worthy friend Mr. Hugh Cholmley, who, as we had
been partners of one lesson from our cradles, so were we now for
many years partners of one bed.

My two first years were necessarily chargeable above the pro-
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portion of my father’s power; whose not very large cistern was
to feed many pipes besides mine. His weariness of expense was
wrought upon by the counsel of some unwise friends, who per-
suaded him to fasten me umpon that school as master, whereof I
was lately a scholar.

Now was I fetched home, with an heavy heart: and now this
second time had mine hopes been nipped in the blossom, had
not God raised me up an unhoped benefactor, Mr. Edmund Sleigh
of Derby, (whose pious memory I have cause ever to love and
reverence,) out of no other relation to me, save that he married
my aunt. Pitying my too apparent dejectedness, he voluntarily
urged and solicited my father for my return to the university ;
and offered freely to contribute the one half of my maintemance
there, till I should attain to the degree of Master of Arts; which
he no less really and lovingly performed. The condition was
gladly accepted.

Thither was I sent back, with joy enough ; and ere long chosen
scholar of that strict and well ordered college.

By that time I had spent six years there, now the third year
of my bachelorship should at once both make an end of my main-
tenance, and in respect of standing give me a capacity of further:
preferment in that house, were it not that my country excluded
me : for our statute allowed but one of a shire to be fellow there;
and my tutor, being of the same town with me, must therefore
neocessarily hold me out.

But, O my God, how strangely did thy gracious providence
fotch this business about! I was now entertaining motions of
remove.

A place was offered me in the island of Guernsey, which I had
in speech and chase. It fell out that the father of my loving
chamber-fellow, Mr. Cholmley, a gentleman that had likewise
dependence upon the most noble Henry Earl of Huntingdon,
having occasion to go to York unto that his honourable lord,
fell into some mention of me. That good earl, who well esteemed
my father’s service, having belikely heard some better words of
me than I could deserve, made earnest inquiry after me, what
were my courses, what my hopes: and hearing of the likelihood
of my removal, professed much dislike of it; not without some
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vehemence demanding why I was not chosen fellow of that
college, wherein by report I received such approbation. Answer
was returned, that my country debarred me ; which, being filled
with my tutor, whom his lordship well knew, could not by the
statute admit a second. The earl presently replied, that if that
were the hinderance he would soon take order to remove it.
‘Whereupon his lordship presently sends for my tutor Mr. Gilby
unto York, and with proffer of large conditions of the chaplainship
in his house, and assured promises of better provisions, drew him
to relinquish his place in the college to a free election. No
sooner was his assent signified, than the days were set for the
public (and indeed exquisite) examination of the competitors.
By that time two days of the three allotted to this trial were
past, certain news came to us of the inexpected death of that
incomparably religious and noble Earl of Huntingdon; by whose
loss my then disappointed tutor must necessarily be left to the
wide world unprovided for. Upon notice thereof I presently
repaired to the master of the college, Mr. Dr. Chaderton¢, and
besought him to tender that hard condition to which my good
tutor must needs be driven if the election proceeded ; to sia.y any
further progress in that business; and to leave me to my own
good hopes wheresoever, whose youth exposed me both to less
needs and more opportunities of provision. Answer was made
me that the place was pronounced void however ; and therefore
that my tutor was divested of all possibility of remedy, and must
wait upon the providence of God for his disposing elsewhere, and
the election must necessarily proceed the day following. Then
was I with a cheerful unaminity chosen into that society ; which
if it had any equals I dare say had none beyond it, for good
order, studious carriage, strict government, austere piety; in
which I spent six or seven years more, with such contentment as
the rest of my life hath in vain striven to yield.

Now was I called to public disputations often, with no ill
success ; for never durst I appear in any of those exercises of
scholarship till I had from my knees looked up to heaven for a

e Ho was the first Master of Emmanuel College ; lecturer at St. Clement’s,
Cambridge ; and one of the translators of the Bible.—JoNES.
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blessing, and renewed my actual dependence upon that Divine
hand.

In this while, two years together was I chosen to the rhetorie
lecture in the public schools; where I was encouraged with a
sufficient frequence of auditors : but finding that well-applauded
work somewhat out of my way, not without a secret blame of
myself for so much excursion, I fairly gave up that task, in the
midst of those poor acclamations, to a worthy successor, Mr. Dr.
Dod, and betook myself to those serious studies which might fit
me for that high calling whereunto I was destined.

Wherein after I had carefully bestowed myself for a time, I
took the boldness to enter into sacred orders: the honour whereof
having once attained, I was no niggard of that talent which
my God had entrusted to me; preaching often, as occasion was
offered, both in country villages abroad, and at home in the most
awful auditory of the university.

And nowf I did but wait where and how it would please my
God to employ me.

There was at that time a famous school erected at Tiverton in
Devon, and endowed with a very large pension; whose goodly
fabric was answerable to the reported maintenance: the care
whereof was, by the rich and bountiful founder, Mr. Blundel,
cast principally upon the then lord chief justice Popham. That
faithful observer, having great interest in the master of our house,
Dr. Chaderton, moved him earnestly to commend some able,
learned, and discreet governor to that weighty charge; whose
action would not need to be so much as his oversight. It pleased
our master, out of his good opinion, to tender this condition unto
me; assuring me of no small advantages and no great toil, since
it was intended the main load of the work should lie upon other
shoulders. I apprehended the motion worth the entertaining.
In that severe society our times were stinted ; neither was it
wise or safe to refuse good offers. Mr. Dr. Chaderton carried
me to London, and there presented me to the lord chief justice,
with much testimony of approbation. The judge seemed well
apaid with the choice. I promised acceptance, he the strength
of his favour. No sooner had I parted from the judge, than in

f He had resided at college, on the whole, about thirteen years —JoNES.
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the street a messenger presented me with a letter from the right
virtuous and worthy lady of dear and happy memory, the Lady
Drury of Suffolk, tendering the rectory of her Halsted, then
newly void, and very earnestly desiring me to accept of it. Dr.
Chaderton, observing in me some change of countenance, asked
me what the matter might be. I told him the errand, and
delivered him the letter, beseeching his advice ; which when he
had read, “ Sir,” quoth I, ¢ methinks God pulls me by the sleeve,
and tells me it is his will I should rather go to the east than
to the west” ¢ Nay,” he answered, ‘I should rather think
that God would have you go westward, for that he hath con-
trived your engagement before the tender of this letter; which
therefore coming too late, may receive a fair and easy answer.”
To this I besought him to pardon my dissent; adding that I
well knew that divinity was the end whereto I was destined
by my parents; which I had so constantly proposed to myself
that I never meant other than to pass through this western
school to it: but I saw that God, who found me ready to go
the farther way about, now called me the nearest and directest
-way to that sacred end. The good man could no further oppose,
but only pleaded the distaste which would hereupon be justly
taken by the lord chief justice, whom I undertook fully to satisfy ;
which I did with no great difficulty ; commending to his lordship,
in my room, my old friend and chamber-fellow Mr. Cholmley :
who, finding an answerable acceptance, disposed himself to the
place; so as we two, who came together to the university, now
must leave it at once.

Having then fixed my foot at Halsteds, I found there a dan-
gerous opposite to the success of my inistry, a witty and bold
atheist, one Mr. Lillyb; who by reason of his travels and abi-
lities of discourse and behaviour had so deeply insinuated himself
into my patron, Sir Robert Drury, that there was small hopes
during his entireness for me to work any good upon that noble
patron of mine; who by the suggestion of this wicked detractor
was set off from me before he knew me. Hereupon, I confess,

& He was presented in 1601.—JONES.  of Wit,” ¢ Euphues and his England,”
h Probably John Lilly, the drama- &c.—JONES.
tist, author of ‘“Euphues, the Anatomy ’
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finding the obduredness and hopeless condition of that man, ¥
bent my prayers against him; beseeching God daily that he
would be pleased to remove, by some means or other, that ap-
parent hinderance of my faithful labours: who gave me an
answer accordingly; for this malicious man, going hastily up to
London to exasperate my patron against me, was then and there
swept away by the pestilence, and never returned to do any fur-
ther mischief. Now the coast was clear before me; and I gained
every day of the good opinion and favourable respects of that
honourable gentleman and my worthy neighbours.

Being now therefore settled in that sweet and civil country of
Suffolk, near to St. Edmund’s-Bury, my first work was to build
up my house, which was then extremely ruinous.

Which done, the uncouth solitariness of my life and the ex-
treme incommodity of that single housekeeping drew my thoughts,
after two years, to condescend to the necessity of a married
estate; which God no less strangely provided for me; for, walk-
ing from the church on Monday in the Witsun-week, with a grave
and reverend minister, Mr. Grandidge, I saw a comely and modest
gentlewoman standing at the door of that house where we were
invited to & wedding dinner; and inquiring of that worthy friend
whether he knew her, “ Yes,” quoth he, I know her well, and
bave bespoken her for your wife.” When I further demanded
an account of that answer, he told me she was the daughter of a
gentleman whom he much respected, Mr. George Winniff of Bre-
tenham ; that out of an opinion had of the fitness of that match
for me he had already treated with her father about it, whom he
found very apt to entertain it; advising me not to meglect the
opportunity, and not concealing the just praises of the modesty,
piety, good disposition, and other virtues, that were lodged in
that seemly presence. I listened to the motion as sent from God ;
and at last upon due prosecution happily prevailed; enjoying
the comfortable society of that meet help for the space of forty-
nine years.

I had not passed two years in this estate when my noble friend,
Sir Edmund Bacon, with whom I had much entireness, came to
me, and earnestly solicited me for my company in a journey by
him projected to the Spa in Ardenna; laying before me the

-
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safety, the easiness, the pleasure, and the benefit of that small
extravagance, if opportunity were taken of that time when the
Earl of Hertford passed in embassy to the Archduke Albert of
Brussels. I soon yielded, as for the reasons by him urged, so
especially for the great desire I had to inform myself ocularly
of the state and practice of the Romish church, the knowledge
whereof might be of no small use to me in my holy station.

Having therefore taken careful order for the supply of my
charge, with the assent and good allowance of my nearest friends
I entered into this secret voyage.

We waited some days at Harwich for a wind, which we hoped
might waft us over to Dunkirk, where our ambassador had lately
landed : but at last, having spent a day and half a night at sea,
we were forced, for want of favour from the wind, to put in at
Queenborough ; from whence coasting over the rich and pleasant
country of Kent, we renewed our shipping at Dover, and, soon
landing at Calais, we passed after two days by wagon to the
strong towns of Gravelines and Dunkirk ; where I could not but
find much horror in myself to pass under those dark and dreadful
prisons, where so many brave Englishmen had breathed out their
souls in a miserable captivity. From thence we passed through
Winnoxberg, Ypres, Ghent, Courtray, to Brussels, where the
ambassador had newly sat down before us.

That noble gentleman in whose company I travelled was wel-
comed with many kind visitations. Amongst the rest there came
to him an English gentleman, who, having run himself out of
breath in the inns of court, had forsaken his country, and there-
with his religion, and was turned both bigot and physician,
residing now in Brussels. This man, after few interchanges of
compliment with Sir Edmund Bacon, fell into a hyperbolical pre-
dication of the wonderful miracles done newly by our Lady at
Zichem or Sherpen-Heavell, that is Sharp Hill, by Lipsius Apri-
collis; the credit whereof when that worthy knight wittily ques-
tioned, he avowed a particular miracle of cure wrought by her
upon himself. I, coming into the room in the midst of this dis-
course, habited not like a divine but in such colour and fashion
as might best secure my travel, and hearing my countryman’s
zealous and confident relations, at last asked him this question ;
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“ 8ir,” quoth I, ““put case this report of yours be granted for
true; I beseech you teach me what difference there is betwixt
these miracles which you say are wrought by this lady, and those
which were wrought by Vespasian, by some vestals by charms
and spells; the rather for that I have noted, in the late published
report of these miracles, some patients prescribed to come upon a
Friday, and some to wash in such a well before their approach,
and divers other such charmlike observations.” The gentleman,
not expecting such a question from me, answered, * Sir, I do not
profess this kind of scholarship; but we have in the city many
famous divines, with whom if it would please you to confer, you
might sooner receive satisfaction.” I asked him whom he took
for the most eminent divine of that place. He named to me
father Costerusi; undertaking that he would be very glad to
give me conference, if I would be pleased to come up to the
Jesuits’ college. I willingly yielded. In the afternoon, the for-
ward gentleman prevented his time to attend me to the father, as
he styled him; who, as he said, was ready to entertain me with
a meeting. I went alone up with him. The porter, shutting the
door after me, welcomed me with a Deo gratias. I had not staid
long in the Jesuits’ hall before Costerus came in to me; who after
a friendly salutation fell into a formal speech of the unity of that
church, out of which is no salvation; and had proceeded to lose
his breath and labour, had not I as civilly as I might interrupted
him with this short answer; ¢ Sir, I beseech you mistake me not.
My nation tells you of what religion I am. I come not hither
out of any doubt of my professed belief, or any purpose to change
it; but moving a question to this gentleman concerning the pre-
tended miracles of the time, he pleased to refer me to yourself
for my answer; which motion of his I was the more willing to
embrace, for the fame I have heard of your learning and worth;
and if you can give me satisfaction herein I am ready to receive
it.” Hereupon we settled to our places at a table in the end of

the hall, and buckled to a further discourse. He fell into a poor

and unperfect account of the difference of divine miracles and
diabolical ; which I modestly refuted. From thence he slipped

i [This was probably Francis Coster of  works) Enchiridion Praecip. Controver.
Malines, author of (among many other  siarum nostri Temporis.]
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into & choleric invective against our church, which as he said
could not yield one miracle ; and when I answered, that in our
church we had manifest proofs of the ejection of devils by fasting
and prayer, he answered, that if it could be proved that ever any
devil was dispossessed in our church he would quit his religion.
Many questions were incidentally traversed by us; wherein I
found no satisfaction given me. The conference was long and
vehement ; in the heat whereof who should come in but father
Baldwin, an English jesuit, known to me, as by face (after I came
to Brussels) so much more by fame. He sat down upon a bench
at the farther end of the table, and heard no small part of our
dissertation ; seeming not too well apaid, that a gentleman of his
nation (for still I was spoken to in that habit, by the style of
Dominatio vestra,) should depart from the Jesuits’ college no
better satisfied. On the next morning therefore he sends the
same English physician to my lodging with a courteous compella-
tion ; professing to take it unkindly that his countryman should
make choice of any other to confer with than himself, who desired
both mine acquaintance and full satisfaction. Sir Edmund Bacon,
in whose hearing the message was delivered, gave me secret signs
of his utter unwillingness to give way to my further conferences;
the issue whereof, since we were to pass farther and beyond the
bounds of that protection, might prove dangerous. I returned a
mannerly answer of thanks to F. Baldwin; but for any further
conference that it were bootless. I could not hope to eonvert
him, and was resolved he should not alter me; and therefore both
of us should rest where we were.

Departing from Brussels we were for Namur and Liege. In
the way we found the good band of God